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From breathtaking stop-action animation
to bittersweet modern fairy tales, film-
maker Tim Burton has become known
for his unique visual brilliance—witty
and macabre at once. Now he gives birth
to a cast of gruesomely sympathetic
children—misunderstood outcasts who
struggle to find love and belonging in
their cruel, cruel worlds. His lovingly
lurid illustrations evoke both the sweet-
ness and the tragedy of these dark yet
simple beings—hopeful, hapless heroes
who appeal to the ugly outsider in all of
us, and let us laugh at a world we have

long left behind (mostly, anyway).
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He’d stand inside of the garage

in the early-morning frost,
waiting for the car to start

and fill him with exhaust.
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One day for fresh air

they put him in the garden.

His face went deathly pale

and his body began to harden.
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The final gasp of his short life

was sickly with despair.
Whoever thought that you could die

from breathing outdoor air?
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As Roy’s soul left his body,
we all said a silent prayer.

It drifted up to heaven

and left a hole in the ozone layer.
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The park was empty
except for a squirrel,

and a birthday party for a Mexican girl.

The boys and girls had all started to play,

but noticed that thing that looked like papier maché.
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Tim BURTON is the creative genius
behind Batman, Beetlejuice, Ed Wood,
Edward Scissorhands, Mars Attacks!,
Decowee’s Big  Adventure, and The
Nightmare Before Christmas, among
others. He began his career at Disney,
where his first project was a six-
minute tribute to Vincent Price. His
second film, the twenty-seven-minute
Frankenweenie, was deemed unsuit-
able for children and never released
in theaters. He lives in New York and
Los Angeles.

Facket illustrations by Tim Burton

HarperEntertainment
An Imprint of HarpeiCollins Publishers

www.harpercollins.com



James

Unwisely, Santa offered a teddy bear
to James, unaware that he had been mauled

by a grizzly earlier that year.
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