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Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin 

Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin was born in London, England, on
August 30, 1797.  She was the only child of William Godwin and Mary
Wollstonecraft.  Both of her parents were writers.  Her mother died
soon after her birth and her father raised her.

Mary never had a formal education, though she did learn to read.
She read at home from her father’s extensive library.  She also wrote her
own stories in her spare time.

In 1812, Mary met author Percy Bysshe Shelley and his wife Harriet.
During the next couple of years, the three spent a lot of time together.
Mary and Percy soon fell in love, and in 1814 they eloped to France.
They were married two years later after Harriet passed away.  Mary and
Percy had a son, Percy Florence Shelley.

During their marriage, the Shelleys traveled and continued to write.
Mary wrote her best-known work, Frankenstein, in 1818.  In 1822,
Percy Shelley died.  Mary and her son returned to London, where Mary
continued to write.  On February 1, 1851, Mary Shelley died in London.

Mary Shelley Has Many Additional Works Including

Mathilda (1819)

Valperga (1823)

The Last Man (1826)

The Fortunes of Perkin Warbeck (1830)

Lodore (1835)

Falkner (1837)



Glossary

anticipation - the act of looking forward to an event or receiving
an object.

dramatic - having a striking effect.

execution - the act of putting a person to death according to law.

obsession - a continued, disturbing need to think about an object,
idea, or feeling.

pyre - a heap of material used to burn a body in a funeral ceremony.

salvation - a person or place that saves a person from destruction
or failure. 

Web Sites

To learn more about Mary Shelley, visit ABDO Publishing
Company on the World Wide Web at www.abdopublishing.com.

Web sites about Shelley are featured on our Book Links page.
These links are routinely monitored and updated to provide the

most current information available.
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