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In Central Farli appearance of the first
daffodil coincides with deepest stow of” year

Disappearance of all spring and summer
garments from the stores

- /n SoHo lofts undreamt exrensions of the
frouriers of the Dance

ledestrian peral in the Relentless Reaches 7
of the Upper East and West Sides
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Perhapﬁ Ishall go back to bed.’




RANDOM WALK
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A trendy young woman named Jane
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She'd maﬂke the mistake of mfmsmg to take |

A cab when it started to rain.
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The autumn tints of 19__ were at their most brilliant for
the annual charity fete on the grounds of Backwater Hall

in Mortshire.
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the governess, waited until

the Earl of Thump and Lady Emily Lisping were taking
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es was told to remove
first guests neared

as the

the butler,

b

A gypsy selling Orphobismic Lozeng

himself by Fenks

the gates.
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Flora, his elder daughter, discovered the Marquess
on the terrace, peering upwards.

of Wherewithal

Lady
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The gypsy was nowhere to be seen by the time Horace
the drive.

Gollop turned into



He was recognized atonce by Lady Isobel Stringless, Lord
Wherewithal's aunt, although they had last met seventeen
years before on St Clot in the Maladroit Islands.
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A clergyman staying at the Upturned Pig, the Rev. 0. MacAbloo,
wandered in a remote corner of the shrubbery.
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Ausustus woke up to find his stuffed twisby was missing.
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Something went wrong with Dr Maximilian Belgravius’s motor
on the far side of the Vfllage.
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At the buffet Miss Quartermourning lost a slice of cucumber
from her sandwich.



d came up from nowhere and rushed

m

A sudden gust of w

through the trees



Lord Wherewithal was found crushed

9

After it had passed

beneath a statue blown down from the parapet.



In the folly a candlestick mounted on a horse’s hoof rested
on page 47 of The Romance of'a Soda Cracker.
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Dr Belgravius and his nephew, Luke Touchpaper, drove up as
the body was being taken indoors.
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The féte broke up in confusion and dismay.
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Emily, helping her brother look for his twisby, saw a candlestick
mounted on a horse’s hoof thrown from a limousine as it

drove away.
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On the roof a curious discovery was made.



As the party was about to retire for the night Fenks announced
that the Lisping Elbow was not in its case.
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it was

gh their oldest heirloom,

thou

s baffled:
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only made of wax and of no value to anyone else
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Lord Wherewithal had been murdered, said Dr Belgravius, to
gain possession of it.
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Due to the indisposition of both the vicar and his curate, the
burial-service was taken by Mr MacAbloo.
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That evening Miss Underfold gave up her post without offering
an explanation.



Her train had just pulled out when Dr Belgravius and Luke
reached the station at Nether Millstone.
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She was met at the terminus in LLondon by a friend.
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A letter to Lady Isobel from St Clot mentioned that Horace
Gollop had been paralysed for over a year now.



After the first snow-fall of the year, Fenks found Augustus’s
twisby disembowelled at the edge of the lake.
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The next evening Mr MacAbloo delivered a lecture on the

Seroulian Heresy at a bethel in the slums.
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Several days later Flora stopped with Luke and Dr Belgravius
while Lady Isobel took Emily and Augustus to pay a visit
to the dentist.
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During tea the children said that from the window of his
waiting room they had seen Miss Underfold wearing a hat
decorated with black lilies.



At the same time, in the Soiled Dove, Victoria Scone danced a
tango with Horace Gollop.
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Instarts and fits to
urchase bits ig
alse economy

That's why [ buys

the largest size

there i3 of QRV.

It1s a shame you
lost the game by
17 te 3

e would have
wotn, had you begun
by taking QR.V.

The pachyderm. the
a worm ,tiaey
bothot themfn%vee
That people make a
grave mistale not
ustag QRV.

The
Universal
Solvent

Fdward Gorey

Beneath the flooy,
behind the door faint
whispers come to me;
Ithink they urge
wedaily pur
ourselves with QR.V.

At two he knew the
mlg, tt,hmw h,an
infant prodi 3
%Ls pafa%(;sd crgr{}_g 4
Qur joy 4

we’veJ r'zisedgn QRV!

Goodbye to care!
Be oney.c despair '
teuto ijergf! ’
Fave well, remorse,
And then. of Course,
it's ho QRV.!

The ancient sghinx
teclines and thinks
about its history ;
The crecodile £loats
down the Nile and
weeps for QR.V,

It cleays up rashes
makes moustaches
row thicker

1t also ty’m S

arthritic thumbs-
huzzah for QRY.!

0 1 would do strange
things to yow, if
cuwd do them to me;
have on hand, yow
understand, just
scads of QR.Y.
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as la Reine des
Asperges in La Triomphe vegétale, c.1785

La Duchesse de K
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Georges Bumby (as Sigisimondo) and
Hortense Pasta.-Frobenius in Elphine:
ou, la Sylphe de la Forét Norre, 1836
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Sarah Blotter interpreting Wurmkast’s
Tweltth (the Apocalyptic’) Symphony.
Oklahoma City, 1904




Tatiana Smyashtas la Princesse touristique
and Serge Ibiskovski as ['Habitant au
quatrieme €tage in Tith's La Fagode de
béton-armé, Grands Ballets de Liechten-
stein et de I’Univers, 1923



Derrick Scone, Hester Fringe,andJohn
Mucksweat in Orlando Sashweight’s
Bitter Glue, 1947
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VERSE ADVICE

Some things you ought, perhaps, to hear
Before you stare the brand-new year:

It’s possible to pick up crumbs
By pressing on them with the thuambs.
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The one who wamnts to pril on airs
Should not attenipr therm on the SIAILFS.
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The person who today Is here

May by tomorrow disappear.
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The helpful thought for which you look
ina

Js written somewhere
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In case youre taken dearhly

Upon your person keep a
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Aone or two inch piece of string
Cannot be used for an ything.




It'’s well we cannot hear the screarms
We make in other people’s dreamss.

A random thoughe, if said aloud,
May soon attracit ahostile crowd.

. 5%%{}:{; !#im
gz Wi

|
\

S S On

W,-~wﬁ e T e e R e

!

At twilight objects ofYen star
1o make odd sounds and fall apart.




A timely use of glue or paste
May well prevent a shocking waste.

One cannot hope to end one’s life
With nothing but a butter knife.

&

The seaweed on the shore cries out,
But on]y it knows what about.
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Detective enters.
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Helpful irrelevan cies.
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Likely motives

Notable omissSions.
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Pointed qaeﬁmon&
Subtle trap.
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Extenuation yrelds zero.
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— Edward Gorey













The next week she vanished from her cradie.
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Neither the police, nor anyone else for that
matter, could find her.
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After a few months they had her baptismal
photograph enlarged in oils and hung it
over the mantel.

S
= =8

SSSSEN
PP
S
777
SSESSSS

N
\

N

A

i

\
\
\

SESNNNSNAN

Vv

/
\

(el

/

= /&

\\‘

A neighbour brought themadog wearing
the locket in which he had recognized the

snapshots.
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Several days later Amelia Emily had puppies.

7

The Fibleys'declining years were spent with
Amelia Emily, her great great grand-daughter.









It began snowmy ear]y in the afternoon.
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Jane settled herself on the sofa with a novelelte in a yellow
paper cover:
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The wind rose and the snow came down harder.
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Jane la iy erl thralled by the perils the heroine was Stbjected ro.
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The clock struch for the first lime that day; she started up
from the midst of a trainwrechk.
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‘I must goand Shop ordinner’she said,drawn fo the window
by the curious giare.
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The snow was lar [oo deep for her to go to the village.

i

She read to the end of the rovelette and thern asked.
herself ‘What shall I do about dinriep?’.
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The kitchen yielded nothing but an unopened box of soda
crackers 1r1 the cupboard.
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Charles came in and sard ‘What are Welyar/j/{g fordinner?’
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Doda CdekGf:S’, *she said but [Tl make a delicious white
sauce ro go oyer Lhem g
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She took flour and waler; and mired some of each
together on the stove.
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George came in, stirred the sauce about,and said Ir’s
too thick’.
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Jane added a 7aantity of walter.
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She took the ladle from hArm and said ‘It’s too thin’.
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Jane added an amount of flour.
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William came in as Anne was sampling 1t again.
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Jane poured in water to dissolve the lumps, so that 1t

was (oo thin once agga,z'n,
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Shedumped in flovrr, so that it became a second time

too tbick.
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This went on until there was so much white sauce, 1’
filled every available receptacle.
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It was still lumpy, but they sar down to dinner
notwithstanding.
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In the ensuing weehs white sauce dppeared at least
once, and often two or three times, at every real,
even breakfast.
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The last of the sauce covered some rllmashed tiirnips.
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Jane, Anne, George,and William parnted all the
ornaments a dil] blach.
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Snow was falling again as they finished Lrimming the tree.
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A Dispirited and Distasteful
Diversion for Chrisimas







Edmund Gravel, known as the Reciuse
of Lower Sprgol to everybody Lthere
and efsewhere, prepared to take
tea by himself on Christmas Eve.
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He was hardly able to cuta. slice of
fruitcake from the Jast one he had
received more than a decade ago.



Waiting for the week's teabag to steep,
he rwrote by hand several letters to
the newspapers anent l(he price of

a typewriter ribbon having risen

the day of the winter.solstice.
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The teo- cosy suddenky twitched and

from beneath it

r a crearture

many times Lthe siz€ of the space
within,even if it had not already

held the teapot.
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‘Tam the Bahhum Bug,’ It declared ;
‘Iam here fo diffuse the rnterests
of didacticism.’

A knocking was heard at the door
through which, without it opening,
stepped a subfuse bul transparent
personage.
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‘lam the Spectre of Christmas Thal
Never Was,” it muttered, ‘and I have
come to show you Affecting Scenes.’

N
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reat distance

g

Gravel and his companions found
somewhere to the north.

themselves at a



Asmall orphan called Nub and a
large stray dog named Bruno
huddled against a tombstone
whose Inscriplion was worn away.

ST

Across the road from the churchyard
Alberta Stipple returned home to
find the wallpaper in the drawing
room gone.



Three doors to the east the Edward
Boggles could not agree whether
the grandfather clock was fast
or Slow.
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In the high street of the village
Reverend Flannel lost his tuziing-
fork.



In the cotlage next (o the post otice
Alma Crumble broKke her Wrist stirring
batter, at which the Bug declared
ina minatory rone that ‘That was
enough of that.’

No sooner were they back than a
twittering was heard outside the
window through which, without
breaking the glass,drifted a second
subfusc but transparent personage.



‘] am the Spectre of Christmas That
Isn’e) it murmured,*andl have come
to show you Distressing Scenes.’
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Albinia Fennel reclined on a chaise
longue and waited for a letler from
her brother in faroff Hokkajido,
Japarn.
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Over the waly Alfreda Scumble yvas
abstracted from rthe veranda by
gypsies despite the barks of Nero.
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Next door but one the Edgar Grapples',
Sertior and Junior, had an argument
as to what day of' the week it was.
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To the south, in the cemefery a wrong
Coffin in a newly dug grave was
found to contain rolls of used
wallpaper.

Ina nearby villa Edo Hagqle sprained
his ankle while playing billiards,
at which the Bug declared inn an
admonitory tone that ‘That is
enouqgh of that.’
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No sooner were they back than a
scratching came from under the floor
through which , without drsturhing
the boards, ascendeda third subfusc
but transparent personage.
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‘lam the Spectre of Christmas That
Never Will Be,” it mumbled, ‘and I
have come to show you Heart-
Rending Scenes .’
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Alicia Grumble woke in the night
unable to think where she had put
her Bible.
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To the house opposite Fido mis refurned

from the taxidermist and set down
by the fireplace.
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In a residence to the west Alethea
Funnel Iay on the sofa remembem'z‘)g
her fiance who had gone down wi
the Alexandra.

Beyond, at the ancestral home Lady

Je was informed her _
husband'’s were the brains behind
an international gang of
wallpaper thieves.
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At the lodge EdwinSropple, attermpiting
bo deal with a Ioose slate, fell off the
roof, at which the Bug declared in

an objurgatory fone that ‘That
will be enough of that.’

T

No sooner were they bach t han Gravel
cried, ‘Ishall give a party and ask
everyone in Lower Spigot and
others from elsewhere,” and
plunged into penning invitations.
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a conflation of Chartres Cathedral
and the Stupa at Borobudur iced
Indazzling whitesugar ; inside
was a quarter-ton of fruitcake.

Giggling, dancing, and shrieking
prevai}gd and ,as the evening
pvore on, were carried to the

very edge of the vriseemly.
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AMelancholy Meditation
on the False Millemnitunm
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“‘Twas hours and hrours alter dawn
Ere the last guest was fin’lly gone.
Ca va hélas, frorm bad to worse:
Adieu to prose, allé to verse.
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The Bahhumbug with Jack of tact
Now called attention to the fact,
Which made it feel to Fdmund Gravel

He was already to unra vel.




While Edmund dozed, the Bahhumbug
Was picking crumbs fiom off the rug';
A noise disturbed the morning gloom
And something flapped around the room.

In tinny tones it whispered, ‘I’'m
Arrived , and only just in time

1o take you borh from place to place
Where there is shame,also disgrace.’



They felr themselves wound up in shrouds —
Or were they only woolly clouds ?

Til] shortly after they came down

Insame remote provincial rown.
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‘Initial, dash cannot conceal
The fact that everything is real,
But whether it is also true

Is left entirely up ro you.’




2, {;«t-t,[,gf__:isefj

-
-

The lamous essay writer, V___
Was one for stricc propriety,

So few were privileged to know
His left foor had an exira toe.
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La K ___, with waving scarves and veils,
And screams and moans and shrieks and wails,

Causedall the orhers at croguet
To send their balls and wits astray.



Sir U____ fell from a speeding train,
Which did some damage to his brain,
Andafter that he did not know
How to pronounce the letier O.

When asked if° she would Iike an rce
She said pineapple might benice ;
They went to buy her one, bug then
Miss M ____ was never seen agalll.



One afternoon there was a sprllage

Of soothing syrup in the village

Of Godly Wor, whose dogs though shaker ,
Could not at once be rnade o wakern.
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Acertain R ____ , in the beau monde
Had none with whom to correspond,
And so she slyly retrieved letrers
No Jonger wanted by her betrers.
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Reversing ar a tango rea

In Snogqg’s Casino-not-on-Sea

L.___ trippedand cried, ‘Iam afraid
They fampered with the marmalade.’
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70 save her lover Lady Y___

Was asked to come and testify ;

She Jooked so dreadfully unkempt
The court soon found her in contemptr.
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A Monument to the Unknown
Loomed up as if 1t had been blown
Despite its aw/ful size and werght
There by some absent-minded Fate.

They wandered off into the fog

And nearly fell in Glummish Bog,
Which made them think to therir dismay
At first of change and then decay.
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‘Tous it’s very far from clear

The reasons for our being here.’
‘We’d leave ar once, but do not know
We've any place where we might go.’

Miss N____ saw that a greenish ooze
Had dripped upon her rhinestone shoes,
And so she could not,after all,

Attend the Bandage Folders’ Ball.
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so posh

Then it was Jearned. that all his druthers

h
Were siill the properey of others.
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The private rooms of Monsieur Jj

Were knowra for b

.
[ 4

Jid fell down
tearin grage

piano

vVa 1n a

a
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1t ripped the back from off her gown
d.

The

Forever Jeft the concert stage.

When the



Then high above the rural scene
Appeared a giant aubergine

On which were Jimned for all to see
The mystic lecters Q.R.V,
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£f ____'s crocheted gloves and knitted socks

Were found on Stranglequrgle RocKs ;
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The doubtful circumstances led
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His refatiyves to think him dead.
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It almost drove her husband wild

When § ___ maintained their youngesc child.
Had been delivered by mistake

Atop a Summer Solstice Cake.

In Wigg
Who lookeclto be of neither sex,
Was charged with gross indecency
Which everyone could plainly see.
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Is it not’ murmuyred @ ____ ‘griite rash
76 throw that box imro the rtrash?
WNVho knows we shall not find a use
For all those teeth , however loose ?
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The Bahhumbug said, ‘Much ado ...
What does it mmatter if they 're true?’
The WhatsIt hLssed, dissolved in air,
And was nolonger an 2y where.



The Bahhumbug and Edmund Grayel
Were back from their phantasmal travel,
And so it was they had to face

The task of clearing up the place.

li

‘Who were those people? Why did they
Appear to us along the way?’

‘But then again, why should we care?
1t’s quelque chose d’un ﬂrand mystere.’



Frurtcakie was sawed in blocks and sent
7o Havens for the Indigent,

Where if was used for scouring floors
And propping open banging doors.
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They saw It was about Lo come:
The end of the millennium,
So find themselves perforce o be

Into another century-
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Thoughtful Alphabet XI
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One piddling quesnon remains.
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Zabaglione.










The hippopotamus attracted her attention from the back of
a pantechnicon. “Fly at once!” he said. “All is discovered.”

She remembered the novel with yellow covers at the bottom
of the laundry bag.

She jumped on a tram, and was noticed only at closing time
in a distant cinema.

Ten years came and went, and Angelica was being married
for the first time.

The hippopotamus peered out at her from behind the altar.
“Fly at once!” he said. “All is discovered.”

She remembered the packet of letters up the chimney.

She pedaled off on a stolen bicycle; it was several weeks
before she was recognized in a remote seaside lodging.

Another ten years passed; Angelica, at the height of her
notoriety, attended a picnic in the Bois de Boulogne.

The hippopotamus showed himself on the top of a rock.
“Fly at once!” he said. “All is discovered.”

She remembered the emeralds in the cold cream.

She drove off in her host’s Panhard-Levassor, and was not
seen again until the season had begun in Cagnes-sur-Mer.

Seventeen years went by; on the Seppuku Maru in the Indian
Ocean, Angelica had an assignation with a Eurasian stoker.



The hippopotamus clambered up the ladder from the second-
class deck. “Fly at once!” he said. “All is discovered.”

She remembered the screwdriver in the well.

She followed an inflatable raft overboard. It was thirty-eight
days before she was picked up.

A quarter of a century afterwards, Angelica, now the Dowager
Duchess of Paltry, was perambulating the grounds of
Shambles.

The hippopotamus emerged from a grotto made of shells.
“Fly at once!” he said. “All is discovered.”

She remembered the broiled champignons veneneux on toast.
She took the first down train from Much Fidgeting; next
morning she was apprehended in the aisles of Listless and
Earshot.

In her eighty-sixth year Angelica was sinking rapidly.

The hippopotamus floated in at the window. “Fly at once!”
he said. “All is discovered.”

But she could not remember what it was he meant.
Her body fell lifeless on the bed.

Angelica rode away on the back of the hippopotamus.
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Mrs Daisy Sallow ersscerated
her daughter-in-law with a
No.y hook , afterwards cro-
cheting, over the course of
three evenings, her shroud
in a snowflake pattern (1921).
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Lettice Finding shot Edgar
Cutlet , whose mistress she
was ,during the interval of
a touring reperiory compary
production of Rosmersholm
in Manchester 1t1 1934..
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Oregon .
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1) Olafsen

hached to collops nineteen
rs between March 1904

November 1goy 71 and

(A

around Bindweed

Sarah Jane (‘Batears
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Madame Galoche 1n May 1911
added a tin of Inseclide Lo a
potage puree Crecy aux
perles at the soup Kitchen
she operated for the indigent
of Berchern-Sainte-Agathe,
Belgitm.
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Miss Elspeth Lipsleigh event -
ually succeeded in cawsing
the death of Arthur Glumm
ar Towage Regis, 1892.



R A N g, B 7 N
o RS
DN R

N

d

Xz

RN J
e
N W
Rt

dispose

fant brother that he
Il many
Postlude,

er

Transome so
(Neth

ica

1

er in

e
)

ofh

rs later
9

was notfound unt

A
yea
188

Taloh

Uk

IS , =X ... R
TR

RN ey 1Hi W O AR o




i

I

i

Lady Violet Nathelesq strangled
Opal Gentiarn at

the Hor.

Gilravage Hall on Midsurm -

s Eve, 1925.
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Miss Emily Toastwater
smothered her father after
eveniny prayers,London SW.y
(1916).



Nurse J. Rosebeetle tilted her
employer out of a Bath chair
and over a cliff ac Siudge -

mouth in 1898.
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Miss Q. P. Urkheimer brarned
her fiancé after failing to
pPIick up aneasy spare ar
Glovers Lanes, Poxville,
Hansas, 1936.
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Natasha Batti-Loupstein
pulverized a paste necklace
and sprinkled it over a tray
of canapes,Villa Libellule,

Nice, 19235.
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Mrs Fledaway laced her AiLs-
band’s tea with atropine 1n
the Spring of 1903 at the
Locusts, near Puddingbasin,
Mortshire.
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The Raging Tide:or, The Black Doll’s Imbroglio by Edward Gorey
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Shkrump flung a damp sponge at Naeelah.

If pou are interested, turn to 6.
I you aren’t, turn o 2.
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bash with a dishmop

Fig

Skrump thwacked

turn to 4.

If you find thrs gratifying, turn to 7.
2 Z)

If you don
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Hooglyboo poured golden syrup over Naeelah

J.
turnitos

If you would have done the same, turny to

0.

ons,
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Ifyou cannot condone these acti
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Naeelah stuck Hooglyboo with a mourning-pin.

I you think she was justitied, turntol2 .
If you think she wasn’t, lurn to 7.
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Shkrump

bash threw an antimacassar over

Flg

9.

Lurn Lo

Ifyou teel he was right fo do thizs,

o

Lirn to 6

ILyou think he was wrong,
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Hooglyboo crammed Figbash thside a vase.

Ifthis strikes you as clever, turn o 1.
If alf thrs seemts too rerrible o contempliate, turn Lo 29.



Naeelah dropped from the chandelier onto
Fighash and Skrump.

Ifyou find this not unamusing, turm to 17.
It you want to benefit sprritually, turn to 15,



Figbash popped out at Naeelah and Skrump
froma valise.

If yvou aren’t takien aback by thrs,turn to 11
I you are, turn tol2.
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bash and Naeelah assaulted Hooglyboo

cutters.
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71 Lo 20.
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I you are not repelled by thrs,
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Skrump and Figbash attacked Naeelah
with buttonhooks.

If this doesn 't make you apprehensive, turn to 9.
If 71t does, curnrol).
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Short sheets make the bed look longer‘

Ifyou want to go on with the story, turiito 17.
Fyou wonld Iike to visit the Dogear Wyyde Topiary Gardens, turn (026.



T

Ty

T

q\\‘
\
\

i\ \
\
\\

-
1=

il

b
'Wh
1\ l‘.‘
1{dl]

<t

!“‘\

Y

Hooglyboo and Figbash dropped a lump of suet
orn Naeelah.

I vou want 7o ger on with the story, turn to 24
[ suddenly you'd rather be doing somerhing else, t1rrr zo 2.9.
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There’s no going to town in a bathtub.

If you want to get back ro the story, Luriato 16.
If you would like to tour the Villa Amnesia, turn to 23.
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Naeelah and Figbash strove to impede Skrump
with tintacks.

If you want to Aeep on with the story, turm (o 29.
For a meaningfid aside, turn told.
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Naeelah and Hooglyboo dumped wet tea leaves
on Figbash.

If you wish to pursue the story, turen to 24
For a brilliant apophthegm, turn to18.
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Skrump and Naeelah and Fx’gbash pardoned one another
over stewed prunes.

If you want ro persist withihe story, turn Lo 2.
[fyou wish to correct a possible discrepancy, turn 10 2.2 .
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ol

gbash and Hooglyhoo and Naeelah forgave each other
over b

Fi

th thesrogy, turn to 228.

221
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I[fyou want to perserere

Ifyou wish

turn to 21.

screpancy,

ssrhle dl.

o correcta po



e e e |

R T UTINEITNI y

4

;\>\,-\\;§,_ \”\&f.' 7 i P 5 } 0 S INANVAERINN S /\\[
NZS o\

\ N
AT =SS
\\\\\“\\\\ V7 '
| vV\ ‘-{.-‘_“_ Y i

%‘W 7,
T 57, / /I,'I 4y
B AR =2 ) =\ \
ST AN W ="\ \ 7" \
SS/4 N \/// SN ?/\\‘«\‘\ -
e ( ///./ e 7:"'\‘:7‘3‘2'**.,..@._ e S

.

/ {/
3 //

g,
SR

P

29

It is open to the public only one Tuesday a month.

If you want tohark back ro the story, turn 1ol7.
Fora stunning 1rrelevancy, Luri rol5.



Ity

‘ou disltke turnrps less than JOuU do prunes | turn to22.
/£'17 15 the reverse. turxa 1o 21.
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Figbash and Skrump essayed to throttle Naeelah
with a bootlace.

[ vorr loathe pruies 11ore tharyou do rurnips, turs 1o 2 2.
JE 1t Is the other way around., turn o2,
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26

Not long ago they were destroyed by insects.

It you want to revert zo the story, turn 1o /6.
fora dazz]zhyzhconseqaence, turrntols.
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Figbash, Naeelah,and Skrump fell upon each other
with loofahs.

It you woudd love a romantic ending, (urn to 30.
If you wouldd prefér an iroric one, tuyrrn (o 29,
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Naeelah

30.
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If you would (ike a realists

Ifyou would rather a preposterousore,
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And then everyone went_ J o yousbf to an early grave.
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And so they all lived miserably for ever after.
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Out strolling, Filda heard a sound
That came from underneath the ground.

She saw next time she took a walk
The spot marked by a tiny stalk.



Next day a dozen leaves were there,
Vibra,ting strangely in the air.
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Next week they waved above her head ;
Their veins were purple, black,and red.
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She pulled and wrenched the stalk about
Until she had the whole thing out.

Its like she had not ever seen
The skin was brownish pinky green.



She scrubbedaway all trace of so1l,
Then cooked it up with herbs and oil.

The flesh was yellow tinged with rose ;
Its taste went down into her toes.



She tripped out to the yard and made
Depressions with a handy spade.

When there was nothing else to do,
She ate the last bits in & stew.



Beset by something in her soul,
She started in to dig a hole.

When 1t was deeper than her height
She jumped feet first down out of sight.



The pile of earth began to slide
And Filda ended up inside.

¢

There is a moral to this fable
Of an unknown Vegetaible.
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Exclusive objel ina weekk .

LThey thought up a notion trés chic

It would be lots of fun displaying just one




SERIOUS LIFE:

A CRUISE a
by Edward Gorey /\
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Lettice was finding the cruise she _____._... l/‘) h
was on something of a bore. '/ -\

Then she met the Honorable
Hereward LykeWake and becanie
enrapiured by the splendour of
his moustache.

S
By day, they played shuffleboard — ’ L Y/ ' \
and drank cups of bouillon . T T T e N
§ mm————— -/ ‘\
2] 1@
—— B
| R @ gy . b C. " 5
/"v A e = _——
i
| - e : Far into the night they danced
D \ 2 o —the tango.
N\
R —— =




The wireless revealed thar

Hereward was really Harold Foop,

wanted for pilfering poor-boxes
outside Liverpool.

=
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Lettice seemed scazrce{y to nolice

whern he was hauled below o
the brjg.

Everything about him was utterly
false, includin g his moustache.

So everyone was rather surprised
when she threw hersell over the
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Comme le dernier épisode finit, Violet était poursuivie a travers les
égouts par un crocodile envoyé par Kafatasi, pendant que dans
Siirgi Meydant sa bande des estropi€s attaquaient Humphrey....

"Place de la cuvette de garde-robe

As the last chapter ended , Violet was being chased through the
sewers by an alligator dispatched by Kafatasi, while in Stirgii Meydani'
his band of cripples were assaulting Humphrey....

tPanbed Square
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Violet atteint une echelle et [a monte comme le crocodile mord le

talon de son soulier.

Violet discovers a ladder and rushes up it as the alligator
corrodes the heel of her shoe.
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Elle émerge au milieu de la bagarre, et ils échappent.

—_——————

She emerges in the midst of the squabble, and they flee.
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Lambassadeur compulse des papiers avec son secretaire quand un
message véreux est remis par une gamine muette.

-
The ambassador is compulsively going over some documents with his
secretary when a baqus message is brought by an urchin-mute.



Ils arrivent a 'ambassade; M. Gazoz leur dit que le pére d’elle
vient de partir pour 'appartement garni de Humphrey.

They reach the embassy; M. Gazoz tells them that her father has
just left for Humphrey’s garnished flat.
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Pendant que Violet attend Humphrey revenir avec son pere, Mme
Araba Vapuru arrive pour lui avertir que Baron Kartpostal a obtenu
le paquet mauye.

While Violet is waiting for Humphrey to return with her father,
Mme Araba Vapuru arrives to warn her that Baron Kartpostal has
got hold of the purple parcel.



Le baron arrive pour mener Violet a un the dansant a la

Chauve-souris dorée.

The baron appears to carty off Violet to a tango tea at the
Gilded Bat.
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Violet va chercher une couverture et on entend un avion
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Violet goes to put on her wrap :

an aeroplane 1s heard flying

low over the embassy and they exchange a glance of evil

import.

2



L'ambassadeur est retenu par '’Ahududu qui le rend sans

connaissance.

The ambassador is delayed by Ahududu who renders him
senseless.
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Le baron et Violet dansent ‘Le Tango des nénuphars’, tous deux
ignorant que le docteur Belki les observe.
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The baron and Violet dance the “Waterlily Tango’, oblivious both
to being observed by Dr Belki.




Ils trouvent Humphrey a leur table; 11 dit que l'ambassadeur

manqua d’arriver chez lui.
————

They find Humphrey at their table; he informs them the
ambassador failed to appear at his(Humphrey’s) flat.
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Mrs Regera Dowdy

THE 1ZZARD BOOK

O children,’twill be time for fun
When everything is zed and done.
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ZEPPELIN
large dirigible airship

ZADKIEL

the angel of the planet
Jupiter



a corpse said to be revived
by witchcraft
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ZINGAR O
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ZENOBIA

Queen of Palmyra who invaded
Asia Minor and Eqypt



ZENITH

point of heavens directly
above the observer

ZOOLITE
fossil animal
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ZULEIKA

traditionally the name of
Potiphar’s wife

ZEPHYR

the west wind personified



ZWIEBACK
kind of biscuit rusk

ZENO

of Elea, said to have been
the inventor of dialectic



ZEITGEIST
spirit of the times
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ZMYRNA

an epic poem of which
only threelines survive
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ZEUGMA
a figure of speech
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ZINNTIA
kind of composite plant
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ZOROASTER

founder of the ancient
Persian rehglon

| P i"".\’\
FP w7
it [,1’{—_". &
X8 ; Rl ‘_ .&/
" w7
& ¥ -4 \%\\
N Py N
¢ ,'(,’.'/ \\-g \
?/é' / ‘,.' z:.
f |

e e ———
e
S e e

ZENODOTUS

first head of the
Alexandrian library
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(/ Inexplicable youthfulness
induced by tawdry procedures

-

/ Intense mutual
| adoration causing ;
irreversible heartbreak /8




