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The Ampoo is intensely neat; 

Its head 1s small, Itkewitse its feet. 

The Boggerslosh conceals itself 

In back of bottles on a shelf. 
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The Crunk is not unseldom drastic 

And must be hindered by elastic. 
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The Dawhis 1s remote-and sh Ly; 

It shuns the Jaze of passers by. 
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The Gawdge is understood to save 

All sorts of objects in its Cave. 
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The Humyg. 

And never makes the slightest sound. 



The Ippagoggy has a taste 

For every k d of glue and paste. in 

The Jelbislup cannot get far 

Because it’s kept inside 4 jar. 



The Kwongdzu has enormous claws; 

Its character 1s full of flaws. 
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The Limptiig finds it hard to keep 

From spending all rts /ife asleep. 
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The Mork proceeds with pensive grace 

And no expression on its face. 

The Neapse’s sufferings are chronic; 

It lives exclusively on tonic. 



The Ombledroom is vast and white, 

And therefore visible by night. 

The Foshy goes into a trance 

In which it does a Itttle dance. 



The Quingawaga squeaks and moans 

While dining off of ankle hones. 

The Raitch han gs downward from Its fail 

By Anotting it around a nail. 
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The Scrug ’s extremely nasty -/ooking, 

And 1s unusable for cooking. 
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on tual 
The Twihbit on occasion knows 

A difficulty with its toes. 
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The Ulp 1s very, very small; 

It hardly can be seen at all. 

The Veazy makes a creakin G noise; 

It has no dignity or poise. 
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The Wambulus has floppy ears 

With which to wipe away its tears. 

The Xyke stands up at close of day, 

And then it slo wly walks away. 
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The Yawtle stares, and stares, and stares, 

And stares, and stares, and stares, and stares. 

About the Zote what can be said? 

There was just one, and now it's dead. 
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ENWARD GOREY: THE BLUE ASPIC 
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While dressing, Gertrudis Callosidad dipped into a box of 

candied violets from an unknown admirer. 



Ortenzia Caviglia, hitherto unheard, went on instead; her 

‘Vide le cerceuil, vide mon coeur’ put the audience into raptures. 
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After the performance she was invited to supper by the head 

of the opera, Baron yon Knochel. 
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By the end of the season Caviglia had sung Git occhielli, Lizzia 

Bordena, La reine des 1quanes, Julretta di Lavenza
,and was 

talked about everywhere. 
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Instead of writing labels, Jasper read and reread the clippings 

about Caviglia hidden in his desk. 
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Ortenzia’s manager, Ambrogio Rigaglie, fell down the elevator 

shaft at a costumer’s, but Herakleitos Vithilogos took his place. 



Bag}: 
Held A 

( 
| i) 

il _ i wa iy 
Uff *s TN CH if HA lh = oe EEA on ae a wn == ————— SS SS a 

Jasper went without lunch three days running to buy Caviglia’s 

recording of ‘Vivi con una mira’ from II fiore sotto if prede. 

Caviglia appeared ina series of advertisements for Grudge’s 

Cucumber Soap. 
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As Tsi-Nan-Fu Caviglia had her greatest triumph to date. 
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The famous Spoffish emeralds were given to Cavighia by the 

Duke of Whaup. 



Without his clippings, Jasper now wrote long letters to Ortenzia, 

which went unanswered. 
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Agnes Alice Popover, Ortenzia’s nearest rival , was discovered 
strangled witha scarf she wore in Jéodora. 



Jasper’s gramophone got smashed as he was being evicted 

from his rooms. 
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Caviglia was painted by Sergissopov as Mae in The Dubious Errand. 
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Jasper wandered the streets, his warping records clutched to 

his chest. 
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e of Whaup during the second interval of A statue fell on the Duk 

Amable Jastu. 



Jasper was apprehended in the wings as Caviglia sang ‘Una 

tazza di cacao’ at a rehearsal of L’avvelenatrice dr Glasgovia. 

y Lae 5 

vw, All ! cup" 
f | \y 

i ey as 
yin rm 

t ei ty) 

: 
yey 

Py 

pA AA ner 
OWE 
| ast 

| 

A : AA 
\ i, 4 Y a “yf if? ir H 

Aa Yi 

Caviglia’s revival of Elagabalo was cut short when the authorities 

had the curtain rung down on the triple-wedding scene. 
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Jasper was committed to an asylum where no gramophone was 

available to the inmates. 
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Caviglia cruised the Adriatic with Basil ZLaribaydjian , the 

financier, on his yacht, the Maud. 
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M. Gazogene, the leader of Mme Pince-Oreille’s claque, impaled 

himself ona skewer affixed to his seat during Gomtr di rammarico. 
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As She left the opera house with the Maharajah of Eschnapur, 
Jasper rose up from behind a snowdrift and stabbed her in 

the throat. 
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He then stabbed himself and crying ‘J'ai trouvé Hortense!’, fell 

dead on her corpse. 
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PROLOGUE 

It was the day after Tuesday and the day before Wednesday. 

CHAPTER ONE 

Embley and Yewbert were hitting one another with croquet mallets 



when they heard a noise behind the wall 

and an untenanted bicycle rolled into view. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

Brother and sister tried to take sole possession of it 

— \N LM) 

until they both fell exhausted; 



Yewbert recovered first and leapt onto the seat 

so Embley had to sit on the handlebars as they flew out the gate. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

After that they almost ran into a tree 

on which was perched a large bird 



who muttered as they went by. 

CHAPTER SEVEN 

They rode past a great many turnip fields 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 

A horrid storm came up; 
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several times. 



When it was over Embley found she had lost her fourteen pairs of yellow shoes 

and Yewbert his spotted- fur waistcoat. 



CHAPTER TWELVE 

As they were riding through a lengthy puddle 

an alligator rose up in front of them; 



Embley kicked it on the end of its nose, and it expired. 

= 

CHAPTER FIFTEEN 

They took a wrong turning and before they knew it, were entering a vast barn; 



it was too dark to hear anything; 

it fell down as they came out the other end. 



CHAPTER NINETEEN 

| They made for a huge bush 

| off which they rapidly atea quantity of berries. 



CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO (AND THE LAST) 

They returned home 

to discover there was nothing to be seen but an obelisk . 
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the bicycle uttered for the last time and fell to bits. 
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This flower has opened very beautifully. 
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Where is your' dress? How did you break this pla: te? 
a 
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There has just descended one shower of rain. 
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That place leaks dreadfully. 
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When are you going to embark? 

That 1s altogether different from this. 
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Betray no qualms 
When ashed for Alms. 

) 

i { 

Look hack before 

You close a Door. 

Beyond the Glass 
We see Iife pass. 

Don't try to cram 

The dog with Jam. 

The Eclectic 
Abecedarium 

A firdden Bird 
/s often heard. 

There 13 an Eye 

Up in the shy. 

for catching Hail 
Keep by a pail. 

In sorting Kelp 
Be quich to help. 

Pick up loose Crumbs 
Upon your thumbs. 

It takes efan 

To wrelcl a Fan. 

Be loath to drink 
Indian Ink. 

forbear to taste 

Library Paste. 



Besurea Mouse 

Lurks in the house. 

Request a Pill 

When you are rll. 

See down the Sun 
When day is done. 

Beware the Vine 

Which can entwine. 

With every Yawn 

A moment gone. 

A careless No 

Leads on to Woe . 

Find tashs fo do 

While ina Queue. 

J 

Onany road 

May sit a Toad. 

The way to Hell 
Is downa Well. 

The kitchen sink 
Js made of Zinc. 

Don't leave the shore 
Without an Oar. 

Attempt to cope 

With tangled Rope. 

@ iy) 

Don't overturn 

The garden Urn. 

The letter X. 

Was made to vex. 
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It 1s not the living, 1 15 the being lived on. 

I must remember to write that, along with some other things, down. 

One day a week I dont , but I never tell anyone which day it 1s. 

Last week 1t was Thursda ay, WAST Cit? 



It seems to me wine warms up very quickly. 

I never Anow what you think 1s 1zmportant. 

WY 4. 
eT GA Wa 

s have it all over us. The 

Only if you Live there. 



I never insult you in front of others. 

I heep forgettin 1g that everything you Say rs connected, 

I should ike a parsley sandwich. 

To the best of m 1 knowledge they are not 1n season. 



Not everything in life can be interpreted metaphorically. 

That's because things fall out on the way. 
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As I always Say: 
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I know you do, although [dont believe Ive ever actu ally heard you. 
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Hampan yo-Isu no ryohin wa tokubetsu ni thura desu ha? 

Aibun ga Wwarul. 

What 15 the ext?2 charge for a deck chair? 

lfeel sich. 

set 1,\ 

It seems to me a fate worse than sinking. 

But there isnt any other kind. 



lunderstand ____ sts an author. 

lam not certain [can arrange an rntroduction. 

More 1s happening out there than we are aware Of. 

Itts possibly due to some unknown drreful circumstance. 



Ith ought it was gong to be different; 

It turned out to hel.) just the same. 

What 1s Food? 

It’s a small town in New Hampshire. 
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Monsieur Bandage Hermaire and his famous Unreflect
ing Bicycle 



5. 
Sh 

RRR 
RASS s3q_3q—r Es 

SSS Sa = 
2 SSS 

After a photograph of a painting found on the wall of a cave 
near Afazia, Ohio, the location of the entrance to which 

1s no longer known 
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The Crumbath Cyclery by me oonlight _ 

DAFFODIL 

who, according 

to her Owner, 

Col H. Proon, 

has in less than 

twelve years 

Ditten over 

| 17,000 CYCLIsts 

| in the ankle 
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The Martyrdom of St Egfroth. Eleventh century one 7, 
Mortshire Hollowtooth Museum, 



Miss A. Sprigknot, the first lady to cross the suspension bridge 

over Porphyria Falls ona bicycle 



Mayor O’Twiddy, the hero of Falling forks. Anonymous water- 

colour’, c.1625 

Celebrated C yeling Calamities No. 23. The Dike of Aught 

suffers a puncture on his way to the first performance 
of Crudele, Queen of Corinth in 178 years 



: Min : iy rae a ny Sis eas . i pt ie ii ys , 

The rescue of Sir Odo Fitzaddle trom the top of Mt Radish 



: Innocence,onthe Bicycle of Propriety, carrying the Urn of Reputation 
safely over the Abyss of indiscretion 



pate 
The Orange Bicycle Case: the discovery of Nesha Macsplosh’s head 
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Exploits of the Bicycle Bandit: the seizure of the Marchioness 

of Bunworry's emeralds durin 1g a Ball at Condiment House 



Arthur Igleby, the long-distance champion, working out 

on Nattering Sands 

Be 

attempt at bray urd Lbicye Lin 
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Apparition of demon cyclist that appeared in the sky over 

Gasket, Maine several times during the second weeh in 

November, 1911 
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Valse déqueulasse 

(Advertisement) 
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The Abduction 
f Elsie Thrudd on 

Auguse the wee 
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On last St Spasmus’s day Miss D. Awdrey-Gore was found dead at the age of 97. Just before dawn a nameless poacher came upon her body in a disused fountain on the estate of Lord clutched a painted tin lily of cottage manufacture, inside which was rolled up a Cad’s Relish label of a design superseded in 1947; something then on display at Suthick & Upter’s Auction had been murdered was obvious, though as yet the cause of death has not been determined. Ravelflap; she was seated bolt upright ona gilt ballroom chair, one ofa set of seventeen Rooms in Market Footling; her left hand illegible was pencilled on the back. That she INTRODUCTORY NOTE BY E.G.DEADWORRY 
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Has been soldier of fortune and progressive 
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He looked out the window Hopelessly. 
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She toyed with her beads Jadedly. 
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He exposed himself Lewdly. 
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He sat in the train Numbly. 
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It was in the trunk Presumably. 
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He disposed of the fragments Slyly. 
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She ran out of the room Tearfully. 
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He wrote it all down Zealously. 
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That year Mona Grttch was born toa pair of drunkards. 
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By the time he was twelve Harold had caught the cold that 
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As a child Mona already had thick ankles and thin hair. 
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After leaving school Harold went to work in a plumbers office, 

and stole curiosa from booksellers whenever he got the chance. 
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Mona was employed behind the jewelry counter in a five-and- 

ten, amusing herself by loosening settings with a nailfile so 

the stones would fall out soon after purchase. 
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The two met at a Self-Help Institute lecture on the Evils of 

the Decimal System, and immediately recognized their affinity. 
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On Sundays they took long walks together 
would bring one of his books 
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they went to the local cinema whenever there was a crime 

film playing. 
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Following one particularly exciting one, they fumbled with 

each other in a cold woodshed. 



After several years they secretly rented a remote and 

undesirable villa. 
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When they tried to make love, their strenuous and 

prolonged efforts came to nothing. 
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their life’s work 
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Months later, after many complicated preparations, they 

felt at last they were ready. 
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Mona lured a litile girl named Eepie Carpetrod to the villa 

with promises of a doll wearing a green satin frock . 
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They spent the better part of the night murdering the 

child in various ways. — 
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By twilight of the next day the body was buried and 
the mess cleaned up. 
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They sat downto a meal of cornflakes and treacle, turnip 

sandwiches, and artificial grape soda. 
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being underexposed, but they put them in the new album 
The pictures Mona had taken did not come out very well, 

they had bought anyway. 
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Over the next two years they killed three more children, 

but it was never as exhilaratitig as the first one had been. 
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For no very good reason their activities remained unsuspected. 
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Then one day in April some snapshots fell out of Harold's 

pocket ona tram. 
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At times they said they had done it all, but other times 
they denied everything. 
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Someone threw a putrescent rat in Mona’s face as she 

was being taken into the building where the court was. 
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The trial went on and on with both of them sunk in apathy. 
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They were found guilty but insane. 

itt 

Hit ih 
Wit 
Ny 
itt 

My 

ip) 

(lt 

nA 
AN 

WWW 
I 

| 
) 

NM 

ae 

Hil 
| 

= ‘TTA 

—— th 

—= 

; iv i — 

ae "| al i iN 

ie 
= + Mj A 

r j 

a ——— 

== 

i 



i il 

‘ . Wi * 

an yy il 

hy “uN 
vi 

: \ i 

| AN ni Wit IW 
| il i ni Inn mobi i Yy 

qs VN, 
ih mi all | gas hi y 

"¢ Rl | a 

ny i y Hi 
1h 
i 

: 

| tl aii = eae SS 

ft : 
| Hl { Mg " eet He! 

hts! ok i nay 
| 

NOt “t ! 
eras 

Uf \ i SSS 

They were taken to the asylum in the same van but after 

that they never saw each other again. 
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When he was forty-three Harold’s cold turned into pneumonia 

and he died within a few days. 
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she did nothing but lick spots on the walls. 



She died at the age of eighty-two or eighty-four. 
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The mother of aa 7 see Sent him is the twilight 

to buy three pennies’ worth of tapioca with which 

to make their evening meal. 

Before he peas as apy not Dt dat even half-way he sawa 

disturbed person whose sex was unclear coming 

towards him while it waved its hands about. 



Little Tancred started for the other side of the street, 

the three pennies falling from his grasp in the middle, 

but the Disturbed Person was there before him. 
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‘Is this a visionary child | see, or are you really Tiny 
Clorinda?’cried the Disturbed Person,chewing on a 

string of green beads it wore around its neck. 
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‘No—for my name is Little Tancred. If itis of my infant 

sister you speak,good sir, he ventured politely ‘she 

died last autumn from a disorder of the spine 

brought on. by a lack of nourishing food’. 

\\ 
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‘How it knocks my heart!’moaned the Disturbed Person, 

its teeth rending the string asunder, the green beads 

flying in all directions and vanishing into the grimy 

drifts of snow. 
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‘Tam the Baroness von Rettig,’ she announced ‘ ‘your 

grandmother’, and so Little Tancred led her back to 

where they lived. 
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In her astonishment at seeing her son inthe companyof a 

disturbed person on the doorstep, Little Tancred’s 

mother forgot to ask the whereabouts of the tapioca. 
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When:she was told who the resveg: =A Person was ao 

explained ‘We thought you were lost when the Moon 

of Valparaiso went down in the ba thr 
last April. eee ee 

as 
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elm, your only child,’ she went on ‘died of 

pheumonia contracted after helping to man the 

breeches-buoy all night in vain; those of us who 

are left visit the cemetery on the seventh of 

every month. 



But if you are not lying on the Gari of HAE sea? 

she added ‘can it be possible that your emerald 

necklace is not there after all either ?’. 
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‘Grandmother, when I met her, put in Little 
Tancred ‘was chewing some green beads, but 

they broke and rolled away’. 
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It was now quite dark both indoors and out and 

so a lantern was lit, and all three rushed into 
the street. 

They hunted and hunted, but in the end found 

only one green bead, and that proved to hea 

glass marble belonging to a more fortunate little 

boy named Hugo who lived farther up the block. 
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One winter earn Friedrich woke 

With an idea fora joke. 
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“ea ‘I won't get up to-day;’ he said 

‘V'll spend it lying here in bed’. 
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: They came and called him through the door; 

He only went to sleep once more. 

ff 

CAN) 
| Uy), ae 

Hf GOU 

\v F ly | . 

LY 
Mf Uy Wy 

\ : y f 
YG 

: 

BC 
MAMI, LY) 

ay. Yy, : 

ii ee 
ee 

Hy) 
a yy 2, fe We 

seceeee & hl 

Nit 

” They wondered if he'd fallen ill, 
And asked if he would like a pill. 
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a They offered ,as a special treat, 
To give him anything to eat. 
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ai 38 That afternoon they brought new toys, 

And other things for making noise. 
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iden As they gave up and left to stay, 

The light was fading from the day. 
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“barat get up now,’ he es ‘and de 
And play till supper in the snow’. 

i yang 

) 

Ah ii : a 

\ Sie biel YZ a 

‘ xi eee fe | 
i i oat l 

iceel 
== = Ml i ey 

[= = Sm rome ! Gast Fe iz 
eG iit i 

a 

alts But when he tried to rise at last 

The sheets and blankets held him fast. 
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A dreadful twang came from the springs; 
The bed unfolded great black wings. 
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~ While Friedrich screamed, the bed took flight 
And flapped away into the night. 
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They could not see it very soon 
Because there wasn’t any moon. 
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The bed came down again at dawn, 

Both Friedrich and the bed-clothes gone. 
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Theoda was a homely child. 

Whose presence drove her family wild. 
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ler conversation and her dress 

Alike inspired them with distress. 
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Rushed down to meet the rising tide. 

bent on Sul ? 

She cried ‘Farewell!’ 

And leapt off of the jetty there. 

Theoda 

Yr, toempty ai 



She sank; the water chilled her limbs; 

She recollected bits of hymns. 

She sank— until her senseless toes 

Came into contact witha nose. 



When she revived, she was not dead , 

But on the ocean’s floor instead. 

SESS SES NS =S SS 
Se sawn = SSS SS 

A monster of alarming size 

Was peering at her in surprise. 



Despite this sudden change of fate, 
She soon began. to perorate. 

The simple creature was aghast 

At hearing of her cruel past. 
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Next day her joyful family found 

Her father by the bathtub, drowned. 
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The same thing happened, one by one, 

To all the rest. How was it done? 



Theoda, having wanted curls, 

Now draped her head with. ropes of pearls. 
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Skee: 

The natives, afterwards, took fright 

When she was seen, off shore, at night. 
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