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For Isobel Gra.ssie



It began snowing earlyin the afternoon.





Jane settled herselfon the sofa, with a novelette in a,yellow
paper cover.





The windrose and thesnowcame down harder.





Jane lay enthralledby theperils the heroine fvas subjected to.





The clock struck for the first time thatday; she started up
from the midst ofa trainwreck.





7mustgoandshop Cordinner’shesaid,drawn to the window
by the curious glare.





Thesnow wasfar too deep forher togo to the village





Shereadto the end ofthe novelette and then asked
herself ‘What shall I do about dinner?





Thekitchenfieldednothingbut an unopenedbox ofsoda
crackers in the cupboard.





Charlescame inandsaid ‘fYhat acre erehaving for dinner

?





‘Soda, crackers ’shesaid ‘but I’llmakea delicious white

sauce togo over them





She tookHourand water,andmixedsome ofeach
together on the stove.





Georgecame in, stirred thesauceabout,andsaid ‘It ’s

too thick \





added <i quantityofwafer.





Anne came in as George rvas tasting it.





She took the ladle from him andsaid ‘It’s too thin





Jane added an amount offlour.





William came inasAnne peas samplingitaqaln .





He stuck hisfingerin itandsaid ‘It's lumpy \





Janepouredin wetter to dissolve thelumps, so that it

was too thin once again.





Shedumped in flour, so that it became a second time

too thick.





This went on until there was so much white sauce, it

filled every available receptacle.





It was stilllumpy, but theysatdown to dinner
notwithstanding

.





In the ensuing weeks white sauce Appearedat least
once, and often two or three times

,
at every meal,

even breakfast.





The last of the sauce covered some illmashed turnips.





Just Sifter theweal concludedHenrysuddenly died

.
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It was Christmas Eve as ithappened.





Jane, Anne, George,and William painted all the
ornaments a cLllII blacK.





Charles went to the villageforblack candles.





Snow was fallingagain as theyfinished trimming the tree.
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