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At last... 

the book that truly feels your pain. 

Whether you’ve had a kid for decades 

or a few minutes, you know it can hurt— 

physically, emotionally, and, let’s just 

say it: like a motherf*& * $%! 

A parody of Edward Gorey’s classic 

The Gashlycrumb Tinies, 

this grown-up picture book takes 

you on an A~Z journey through the 

perils of modern parenting as twenty-six 

moms succumb to hilarious and 

horrific child-care-related fates. 

Hurts Like a Mother will make you 

laugh so you don’t cry (or die). 
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For Charles—my loving husband and best friend—who has 

been forced to hear more rhymes about mothers than should be 

required of any person, and for my fabulous daughters, who pro- 

vided absolutely no data for this book. I adore you all completely 

and wouldn’t have it any other way. 

—L.E 

For Leonard—my soul- and writing-mate—who, when read- 

ing this book, laughed in all the right places, and for Anya and 

Felix, who thankfully served as only minor inspiration for the 

contents herein. Without all of your abiding love and support, I 

might have been a casualty, too. 
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And for our own mothers—Andy and Olga—for whom we have 

even greater appreciation than before. 
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