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Let me take a minute to dedicate this book to my parents, because it’s the right thing to do with your first book, and no one deserves 

it better. Some time ago I packed my history degree into a suitcase and said goodbye to the world of working in museums for low pay 

and limited opportunity, and said hello to the world of being a cartoonist, which, as we all know, is lucrative and glamorous. I had been 

drawing comics since university, when I would put off essays for history classes to draw comics for the student paper. Not that I didn’t 

enjoy my classes, rather the opposite, but you and I both know that there are always better things to be doing than writing an essay 

that’s due by the end of the week. It turned out, to my great luck, that what I really had a knack for was putting the two together— 

history and comics. That’s what started all this, in any case. I think comics about topics like history or literature can be amazing 

educational tools, even at their silliest. So if you learn or look up a thing or two after reading these comics, and you’ve enjoyed them, 

then I will be more than pleased! If you’re just in it for the silly stuff, then there is plenty of that to go around, too. While I have the 

chance, I want to thank a few people. First, the authors whose work I read—whether it was a novel to be parodied, historical research, 

a comic book, or any number of things. I am forever in debt to those who have inspired, educated, and entertained me, and given life 

to my comics. Secondly, thanks to everyone who has supported me in this from the beginning—you friends, you family, you readers. 

You know, the thing that keeps you doing a job like this is the idea that there is someone out there who is actually going to like what 

you’re making, and I can’t believe I’m fortunate enough to have fantastic people who enjoy the loony pictures I like to draw. I’ll keep it 

up for as long as I can, or until the museum world calls and begs to have me back...and they have a dental plan. 





GET ME OFF THIS FREAKING 1AOOR, 

Anne, why are you writing books about how alcoholic losers ruin people’s lives? Don’t you see that romanticizing douchey behavior 

is the proper literary convention in this family! Honestly. Losers who ruin people’s lives are who we want to dream about at night. 
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A HISTORY DEBATE 

FK£Dt«.lcl<. 

EAMTING- S£R\J\c£ CARtIeR 
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ToOAV TO SOLVE A Pfto&LEf'A. 

USTCM MACOOWALO, THERE'S Wt»T 
NEftAi-V EM6VRM WbMEtf IN' 
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well way Trie &utes LMouLb i 
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Fo(^ A CooNT&'f THAT Coui_b 

LE^S ? 

qwd you're. 
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DotS^'T £W 
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A MAGICAL DAY 

My father is an excellent gardener and can grow enough vegetables to keep us fed all through the winter. Turnips are amazing because 

they are root vegetables, so if you pick them and put them in soil in the cellar, they last for ages and ages. For more information about 

turnips, see every day of my childhood. 
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SUSftbJ ft. AMTHONY HAY ts/oT APPROVE 

LADIES CAK/ STICK 
TO THE ISSUE AT H/WD?, 

people wiaHT 

If Susan B. Anthony were on Sax avid, the City, do you think she would be a Carrie, a Miranda, a Chailotte, or a Samantha? Definitely 

a Samantha. 

11 



JUST DON'T FLY DURl/JC, RED APRIL. 

In WWI, pilots were the cool new thing. So exciting! Flying aces! Nothing like that had ever existed before. That’s why people like 

Billy Bishop could become a star and inspire all the young bros to sign up. The only real drawback was that for 99 percent of new 

recruits, an engine would blow up in their faces two minutes after taking off for the first time. Beyond that, it’s a great life. Just don’t 

fly during Red April, boys. 
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TEAK! BOLtVAR 

(i vBOLl V 

7£f\W 

'Not) EvEf? u->isHN 
7ou WEREN'T AlWa'Ij 
flAHTlMtj pa*. y 

freedom? 

Vou KNOW WHM UJOULD I 

C.HEE(K 'iou UP? I'LL 

MAKE iou LEADtf? oF 

A C.ou/UTR.'/ 

Sucre was Bolivar’s right hand man for sure (matching hairdos and everything), but I think he had a much different approach to leadership. 

I really wonder how different the outcome of the Spanish American Wars of Independence would have been if Sucre hadn’t been 

assassinated just as he was poised to become Bolivar’s obvious successor. I wish I had something funny to say now. 

13 



PEART I THOUGHT WE WERE friends 

Peary got himself some frostbitten feet and someone else drove that sled and that is that. Now, these two weren’t Canadian, but it 

is always interesting to note that at the very same time that Canadian immigration was insisting that black people couldn’t handle 

the cold, a black man was the first non-native person to set foot on the North Pole. Don’t you love it when the irony is that good? 

Matthew Henson gets his due these days; it only took a century or something. A nod to Ootah, Egingwah, Seegloo, and Ooqueah as well. 
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WATSON I MISS You 

THE CASE of 
HE Wo 

WATSONS 

Poor Doctor Watson gets a bad hand in a lot of on-screen portrayals and parodies, and more than a few people have a mental image 

of him as a fat old dodderer. Unfair! We all look kind of stupid next to Sherlock Holmes, but come on. 
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cc^e. <>f \a/at$on$ 

Here’s the thing about a homosexual relationship between Holmes and Watson: you are never going to prove it. It just isn’t in the 

books, explicitly. It would be rad if it were, but it’s not, so now we are going to have arguments with no end because, maybe maybe 

maybe maybe. Eventually the idea that these two were hookin’ up between the pages gets so popular that people who never read the 

books will argue, “Yeah man, of course they were!” That’s popular culture for you! It’s interesting. Between you and me, I much prefer 

Gay Watson to Stupid Watson (I mean, obviously). What Watson does in his spare time is his business. Now solve me some damn 

crimes, boys! 
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I’ll make one of those YA series where adults believe what teens tell them. Except instead of fake teens, mine will have real ones 

because real teens don’t give a shit about anything. 
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Nothing says “Hallowe’en” like teens being punks and throwing shit. They’re on the job here, but who knows what for. They’re not 

doing it anyway, whatever it is. 
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/^So wHftT ARE~"'\ 
I These Jogs that! 

0 * 
1 seem 

\ Act 
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Not their employer’s office, another one! Oh you little teenage ne’er-do-wells. Like most teens, they go to school, but much like the 

ones who enroll in art class because it’s easy, sometimes they are also not there. 

19 



20 



DO S0IAETHIN6 ABOUT IT 
OU<^ SoM l<> ItJ 

Trio TAGLOID5 agai 

He’5 O0//UG to 

TAKE THE 

tuf-joL E 
fa m icy 

tJOUlN1 

VtflH I &0T a R0iftl. &0wtf 
CI4HT (Vow &A0i (-joUj '■jo'J 

fEEL AGovt ilLEGlrimAlP 

Vou SHOULD 
HAVE 

SPECIFIED 

The Pony is an enduring symbol of...something in whatever country he lives in. It would be fascinating to know what that is or what 

the people see in him. Clearly though, I am not going to tell you. 
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Pony 

The pony returns! It does a job for the king, I think. But that could all be in the king’s head. 
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ANUE or SLEEVES 
K\AR»UA \ $)hSM UST 
HAVE A DRESS with 

PUFPED SL&EVJT5, 

.V \y)h), Vu JV$T DIE 

Tgubert blithe, rtouj did you, 
UEt in Tms u>v£lV DMotfEAtt' 

In yfnrze of Green Gables, the plucky young orphan grows from a child with a wild imagination and a tongue she cannot hold into a 

sophisticated and responsible young lady. If there were no scene where she gets the puff-sleeved dress she pines for, I think there would 

have been a chapter where she slaughters the whole town. 
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oi Hu/vf 

I'M fcUHT FtfEAfcW 

HE ££ y'A LL 
Wvbj-\ u^t WHl^V 

Vj'tCHiE s 

si* o^m s 

TTUS N>E*r ov£ 

is a miajoeT/ 

'SAID PLAY 
$0*V|£ 6oD DA^A^y 

^M£5Ay Handel 

5&me. bAf You 
^>ILL yviA\ce IT 

HAIL TV-\AKjL of TAUyDof^ 
MAcpETH y*vR fojuJ UjIU 
u>ei the bed ua/th- they 
a*£ thirty UKE liTTIE 

Finally, after years of hard work, Handel broke through with his first major hit, “Safety Dance,” and he totally ruled the eighties!! 
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Trit TH°U(|!}T WOT CftoJi MACUMH’/ 'VtlA/O 

hftcfetn' WWL B,t ICIyfr 

fe^T feANQufl'J U*S UJ'LL 

sJfcE vuw^s 

ARE Vou TrtlVRlV6j luiHT 

I'M THlAjki^ 

wRoNK* CASTLE 

They say the real Macbeth was a pretty decent fellow and a good ruler, and he’d probably have a bone to pick with Shakespeare over 

character assassination. He’d have to get in line behind Richard III though, whom I have heard (from certain Elizabethan sources) was 

an ugly hunchbacked troll. 
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VM rv»£ , St* 

HELL is rwuftM 

26 



LA'I oN MacD^FF, U»irH to*T| 

QooV QoeSTio^ 
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THE RtToRN °f ANNABEL LfcE. 

U Ltt. ^ “«* 

^ ,^E, ^ °*M 
Wth s*^ 

To __ 

uy|i 

Z'How COULD THI5 \ 

Ha\/E HiaPPEmED’ 1 

DEAR 01 AM ' ANNA Bit t-EL 

ONUS MOPES ABOUT THE H0OS£ 

StNCE HE(3 ftETuRAJ 

l WANTEp HER To COME back 

BOT COD' SHE'S socH A 8o(m(MER‘. 

WHERE ON EAA1H DIP SHE PKK 

THAT Of FReAA 

When I read Annabel Lee and listen to that narrator pine and whine and pine, I think “Man, Annabel? You put up with this loser?” It’s 

okay to pine now and then, but the man needs a hobby that isn’t lying beside her grave and moaning. Then I wonder, “What if Annabel 

came back and she was just as lame as he was?” It’s like they say: be careful what you wish for. 
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COME DREAM WITH ME 

Auo, \ oReu> 
PICTURE Op us 

WE 

A 
i t/oRtf-e 

DEAR p\'5TER pop- 

1 l&ve V^f W0^.1 

CftKJ ^oo pul (V)cdE 
BAluooKjS >N 'iovk STotflES? 
I THINK LoE should be 

FrtltWDSl j ^-0 

It’s true that Jules Verne wrote what we may call “fan mail” to Edgar Allan Poe. By fan mail, of course, I mean a full-on sequel to one 

of Poe’s books. Perhaps Poe doesn’t get enough credit for influencing science fiction, since many people think about ravens, madness, 

and other dreary things when the name “Poe” comes up. Don’t get me wrong, the man could write a dirge of a paragraph, a hell of a 

wah-wah cryfest. But he could also write about hot air balloons. 
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Return of verne 

poc-r 

Po*T 

(oh, THM'j MICE , Jules 

you THINK So, WELLS? 
IT'S PRtTTT CoMplICftTED 

THOUGH, RfcAtuV 

Jules Verne made a famous rant about H.G. Wells once that basically threw a fit over Wells making up whatever he liked about 

spaceships and other devices. Wells wrote about these things without explicitly describing how they functioned, and he didn’t power 

them with steam or coal or anything that made sense in 1899. Jules didn’t like that! “It’s science fiction,” he said, “so where’s the 

science?!” In response, Wells possibly called Verne “an old fusspot.” 
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ONE OF YOU WILL Do IT BY $OD 

TRASNS m PRESIDENT 

Dynasties the monarchy way are so easy! You have a kid? Great, they are next in line for the best throne in the Throne Room. 

In America it’s hard because you have to “prove yourself” and maybe people have to “vote for you” and that’s difficult! No one knew 

that better than Joe Kennedy Sr., who trained his wife to give birth to the United States Senate. 
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PROTEGE 

Beethoven had an Immortal Beloved but no children to pass his wisdom onto. I guess he figured his nephew would have to do. 

Unfortunately for everyone in this comic, talent is not a thing you can pass on, nor passion for any one thing. Writing a fantastic 

symphony is not like baking Mom’s secret pie recipe, even if Mom’s secret pie recipe is pretty darn good. 
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criminal Masterminds 

BURKE * HARE 
ON TME 

SfijS fiS.lf V<E kH-l ft DUKE 

o°c, iyFu wy 01/ 
THrtT J M 6«ooy THE 
Duke! you oone HIM. 

JN. DIB you* yl*C|YCt\Pw 

\ 

We'Re fts a»D fti hanged, 
TheN'- THfln wHy ng p4K/'T 

MoRdER DUK«, we HOUPERJ 

CtfltML H»lioO(63 

STiU- Po* 0 GENeRfti- N060OV 
SHE So«t ScREEtHES * UT foR 
REoPtE To steep K'TH f*e« Ait 
OVER TouN( | THIKUt 

you ^^y)|( uook\n6- 
Too Vn,lW y 1 \ 

SoyINM 

So &VRKE( THIS is 
yoo«. coosiM? She 
LOOKS JvVT L|lctj_ 

'-y---/SHE Hhi'1 
> ^ ^ /OKE op 

I have no idea why I made them talk so funny, but that is what happens sometimes in this crazy comics world. I guess it is because 

it’s a comic about two weirdos! Here we meet Burke and Hare toward the end of their killing spree, a period that may be described as 

“unbelievably sloppy” and also “lazy.” Still, they had an impact on medical history (medical cadavers for everyone!), and perhaps not 

every harebrained criminal may lay claim to this. 
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JoKW rv\u|l*'3 Hopes 

EXCITED And l w*nT 
\o tWM f i T 

AerofJ * cudfiEd. amd ecus bell 

<A KID'S P(2ocES) 

Some fast comics. Out they come, pen to paper, lickety split. 



CELEBRATE THE BEST WAY 

Canadians are their most Canadian on three occasions: when they’ve left the country, when Olympic Hockey is going on, and on 

Canada Day. The rest of the time it’s a toss-up on whether they’re feeling patriotic or if they just feel like tossing the whole enterprise 

and moving to Miami. Anyway, what is a celebration of national unity in this country without a little national disunity? It’s only 

proper, traditionally. 
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BE A HERO 

Wonder Woman has spent a lifetime as one of the biggest deals in comics, and yet I think it’s universally agreed that no one has been 

able to truly “get” her character right. If that were me, I’d probably be pissed. 
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WORLD'S FINEST 

IT'S IN W\S N RTUf? £. 

LJOND£R iMOfvnmN RETURNS 

Weren’t most superheroes first created to fight Nazis? Guess they had to find something else to do after the war. 
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ONCE UPON A 

Remember when you found out that fairy tales were much deeper and darker than the Disney cartoons you knew made them out to 

be? I mean, Cinderella’s stepsisters are punished how in Grimm’s version? You were like, “Damn!” when you read that. Perhaps you 

thought, “Maybe that’s not such a bad thing, to jazz it up a bit?” Perhaps you even thought that the elves in The Elves and the Shoemaker 

were a major bore and would be better if they were members of the band Kiss. 
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fcftufo'c.U IS TlftED 6 F THESt HrvtE M/WEL/Nt, dsstfoLEJ 

rmvG- SQuaP 
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side rv\MJuu^)P\ G&o 

what is it, m/W 

4osfkl of 
v mRY > 

ftLSo n 15 PERSONA(_ fetish 
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u»um: Hipster 8atallidnj 

Take that i Kowl c 
shir off 

WWH H\PST£fc UTTI^UbhJ 

H/H8E l WOULD HAVE BBEV 
«wr» thi 5 LueMtio/v of the 
c#ast rceNC last 
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HIPSTERS Ruin! e\)ER'JTHlN4 , PT. I 

It’s funny when people complain about how hipsters ruined this or that as though if hipsters would just go away, the problem would 

be solved and you could go back to wearing plaid shirts like you did before they were ruined for everyone. Directionless youths have 

always appropriated things and made them annoying! You have it easy, oh reader! The Beats had walking caricatures to deal with, and 

Goethe had suicidal poet dandies on his doorstep. 
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HIPSTERS RUIW EVER'flVaKlCr, PT. 2_ 

ir USED to V>EAM someth wG- 
To« TrtE UPPER CLftSj to Hftvg 

SuRVlVEO THE REVoUTiolV AND 

fee defiant aaoot ir 
Hl*rt CLA S ( CLOTHES are a 

STATEMENT of Anti- RE6EiUon'. 

The Incroyables and Merveilleuses were ironic hipsters years before their time. What they wore was once a political statement, but 

then they gave up on making statements, and that was a statement. 
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TUDORA/'AA 

TH>S WEEK ON 

HISTORY BLOWi 
UNLESS IT S SEA7 ! 

P^DfME", 
Suspicions 
.rtftvE StBN 

PEAK oo£4 
Of l/IA^d 

Cow fi^MED, 

CEc.lL’. is that 
ftyj'j LvjA'Z TO 

Present iw f*o/»t 
OF 'fOoK 

QotEN ? 

hAJESTY, IW 

VOT 
GOOD /st 
(SEINE- SE*Y 

It’s weird when television and movies think that in order to reach a modern audience, they need to sex up history. Sexy people did live 

in the past, and they had sex! Maybe that’s not enough. Someone needs to build a time machine and go tell William Cecil that he may 

have been a crack statesman, but if he wants us to give a shit about him, he better start hitting the gym. 
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TAE DEATH of GENERAL BRocK 

At Queenston Heights there is a stunning monument to a man who would not order his men anywhere he would not lead them. 

Somehow, mysteriously, this man got himself shot by a sniper. By mysteriously, of course, I mean that everyone was largely dressed 

the same, except for the fellow in front with the giant hat, big brass buttons, and, oh I don’t know, rippling epaulettes. And anyway, of 

course you're going to shoot that guy. 
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S r ft ft tU 6 b ^ 

l tHe. Dick jokes 

DIO you catch the 
LATEST SHAKESPEARE? 

DAMNED Good, 
IT WAS 

MNtD 600D 

EXCELLENT USE OF 
METf\fHo£ AND..- 
PATHETIC fALLACW ? 

Bur u>Hat l Quite 
LIKED we<?e the pdiuj 

i reftuv 
ENURED the fW$ 

46 



It'S HfcUJ wt did IT BAct tH^K/ 

gur i u»wr the mvi 
ONfc ftFTE-fc Q^k/D- 
MoTtiEf? 1 w iHost 

l owe 'youA;^ 
F£ LL-OLaJ / £>rt HE LoA-T 

VERK PEg.515 rD^if 

Su&sTlTuTF tEAcHEK. 
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Vo Rom & |$LAM>D 

BIG BuSl^eSb 

^£^Tl£^E|o i PRopctft 
A RftlLUM'f '. 

THAr ioent mell p 

■then‘s vIay 
DR.OMK 

Gentler EM i 

JV\ ^ goTTDvVy >_ 
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BEST FRIENDS Fo££vBK 

HESS IN/' uj itH Vo^ FIDS 
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fAoOA THF f^ON'T 

A BAD AFFAIR 
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RE6RFTS 

IMARRIED fi 
MAHcmtO: 

a©63 

Do Voo PEtfEMBE/S 

The Look ow ou< 
Sofj'5 Face the 
He Got rvV)/meD 

sri o P | D ftooifEft cobles 
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THE OLD FOX 

THE DEATH OF 
MONTCALM 

Is Montcalm less memorable because he lost the Battle of the Plains of Abraham to Wolfe? Unfair—I like Montcalm. All you need to 

know to like him as well is that his last letter to his wife reads, “I think I should have given up all my honors to be back with you, but 

the king must be obeyed; the moment when I shall see you again will be the finest of my life. Good-bye my heart, I believe I love you 

more than ever.” What I am saying is that I want a romance novel with Montcalm on the cover and I want it now. He got one of those 

epic-death paintings eventually. It’s okay. 
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EVERY LADY SCIENTIST WHo 

EVER DID ANYTHING, 
till NoW 

Rosalind! Don’t let 'em get you down. The trouble with reading about any given woman who was born before your mom is that yes, 

sometimes, they were hilarious, powerful, tough, loud, etcetera, etcetera—all good comic making material! But then sometimes, man, 

the main thing about them is that they just got screwed, big time. Here’s to all the old time ladies of science, and their ideas that were 

worth stealing. 
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flw EDUCATION/' 
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THE LATEST F/9SHI0AAS 

Toft6ET vMt Doties 
fsu\> swE/viti^! 

GIVE WOu£ t>66. A 
ToupEE ! 

oH (VWSTtK 
catoous’. 

CV1A«l£ S ' poET^Y 

ASS \s ST/kKED 
TITS, UKE 

Hu^RlCANfc 

JAN IT A’. 
M lovE • 
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EWES 

THE TRoE p/mH 

WEUotok to THE 

Cj-ju^cH S£o5 
l Aiv> TouR PEAco^ 

HtKE/RtVERtM) JoS H 

BLE^5lA/65 6 A* ouv£ 

N/EWEST (yie^6ER/ 

kJ2RoTH££ ctt^o _ 

-2^r~-c 

THINGS A£E (yo\M(r 
RolE ffco* /yeW 

. OK> ITA'J foA/ 
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SCOUNDRELLY 

Loro LOVAT, THE KlW6 

RiCCiveO THE \*JKoMG LETTER 
ANO lou ARE UNOtK ARREST! 

PAGE! DELIVER THIS 
letter of support 
to KlN$ Geoftce, 

AND THIS ONE 
TO THE 

JACOBITES? 

Lord Lovat (Simon Fraser, born 1667—there are about a million Simon Fraser Lord Lovats) really epitomizes how reading Scottish 

history can make you want to tear your eyeballs out, or laugh because it’s so nutty that it could pass as a farce. Either the people 

involved are disastrously loyal, or disastrously duplicitous. Everything is a disaster, but it’s a hell of a ride. Lord Lovat was the last man 

to lose his head in Great Britain. I suppose, depending on whom you talk to, he deserved the honour. 
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HoUE'/ rrv\ BAcK' FRoyvA 
CVTTING- TREES ofc UKE , 

Canadian stereotypes are either hilarious and amazing or stupid and embarrassing, depending on whom you ask. But I can’t help 

myself. I love our silly stereotypes. Anyone who gets upset because too many people think their country is exceedingly polite needs to 

rethink their priorities. I want to apologize to anyone who is offended by that statement. 
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THE CMAOIAnS ttEAfcO 
us POM OF THElH, 

AWO Got ALL F^oKED vjf 

ON HocfcE^f 

NOUJ THE'/'RL HEADED THU 
iwA'f) u;E shouldn't Have 

CALLED TH£^' BoAiKJ6 

DON'T LOoRRi. I KNOLO 

THEIR. WEAKNESSES. THE^I 
CAN'T HELP THtMSELV£5 .. 
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BIRTHDAY 

$ oH-'ft'f 
You'Rt SLtE.PIA/Cr^ 

U»lTH ]v\^ WifEi, 

FiNftUN Trtt W&rtr LtflDtp. 
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ST. FRANCIS AMD THE BIRDS 
ye: THMT 
GREPlT ?uT- fVJ&H! 

THEftE'J ONE 
On Mfluf? 

HEAD W$H7\ 
MO*J 

Catholic children are usually brought up with picture books of Saints; sometimes they have a favorite one. Many have super scary 

stories, like, “Saint So-and-So was ripped to pieces and consumed by hot flames.” You know, stuff kids can relate to. Consequently, a 

lot of children like St. Francis of Assisi the best because his deal is that he is always pictured surrounded by a load of animals and no 

one chopped his head off. 
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THE BRfWE CRVW of THE NPiWTILUS fcfVTTlE THE 
hONSTRouS SG)01C> 

The Nautilus was actually attacked by a “poulpe,” which is an octopus, but the description sounds something like a squid, and it’s 

usually translated as “squid.” Does that make a difference? If a creature from the depths were attacking your ship, would you really care 

if it was an octopus or a squid, or would you just pull the hatch down over your head and try to remember how to pray? There are no 

atheists in foxholes, or in submarines beset by many-legged monsters. 
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PERIL 

And pam. 

C 

Thus did the Vikings terrorize the coast of Britain, among other places, joyously taking for themselves shiny trinkets and the newest 

styles in leggings, delighting in the suffering of others as they filled their pockets with scrunchies and fashion magazines. 

64 

ri
n

\m
 



65 



MATRICIDE 

HERO 
AMO 

AQRimilA 
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There are some funny things in The Life Of Nero, if you like your maniac emperors that way. Pretty well all accounts of how Nero went 

about murdering his mother are hilariously awful in their own right—collapsible boat, anyone?—and the notion that he thought her 

ghost was after him is also good. On top of this, he had a neck beard, and according to Suetonius, he had a mullet and smelled bad. 
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Back in the day, things were harder, you know? Love was harder. One day your sweetheart is here, the next they get one of those 

diseases we only read about in Ripley’s Believe It Or Not! 
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ft UTTl.k Ffll£WDL'f COMPETITION ! 

These days Tesla is enjoying a belated surge in popularity. Everyone seems to be on Tesla’s side now, against Edison; whereas before, 

Edison was the hero and Tesla was some nut job making a different lightbulb. Edison is getting to be well known as the jerk he totally 

was! But let us never forget: he wasn’t the only one, as Marconi demonstrates for us. I bet there is a ton of shit Tesla invented that got 

stolen by other people. Probably cool things like skateboards and helicopters. Patent your inventions, kids. 
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Edward Gorey made many a nice book in his day, and on top of this, designed many a nice book cover. We’re going to do a little 

exercise with some of them. You take a book, and then you guess what the story inside of it is based on the info you get from the cover. 

Because, you know, that’s just how books work. 
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FELIX TIMMERMANS 

THE PERFECT JOY 
OF ST FRANCIS 
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LAURA 

Laura Secord looms so largely as a Canadian Hero (or as a box of chocolates depending on what your interests are), but during her 

lifetime, she fought until she was an old lady for anyone to recognize what she did at all. That sort of thing happened all the time; they 

can make a book about it called Bummer History. Good chocolates though. 
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tftLp HI P<>c*p>R 

THE v^lSE^T 
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OCEANS in need 

There’s an idea out there that Aquaman is lame as far as superheroes go, but I’m not sure. I read a bit about Aquaman growing a beard 

and having a harpoon hand and living in a cave and talking to spirits or something, and thought, “How can anyone not like this guy? 

This crazy dude, living under the water?’’ Anyway, that is the only version of Aquaman that I know, but I am really into it. 
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Pirates are overdone these days. If you agree, please do not read the comics above. 
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Jane Austen has transcended “fandom,” I think. Now there is an Austen culture. It’s never certain what we should make of it. What is 

it about Mister Darcy that drove readers wild? What is it about the manners and conversation in the stories that inspired a craze of 

popular parodies? Why not a culture around, I don’t know, Madame Bovary? Jane, either you are blessed, or you are cursed. 
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Are any of us really surprised that there is so much Darcy/Elizabeth fan fiction out there? Fan fiction was created for this. Aching stares 

from across the room can only go so far, if you know what I’m sayin’. 
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In the various essays out there titled "In Defense of Mr. Rochester,” we are to understand that keeping a nutty wife in your attic was a 

reasonable alternative to the asylums of the day. Fair enough. However, after much consideration, we the jury still find Mr. Rochester 

to be a creepy wife-hiding weirdo. We know Jane is coming back to him eventually, but we really wish Bertha could make a break for it. 
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Good To S£ UGl'/ 

THE SoL^Tlo hJ 

What the heck is happening out on those moors? Is it like when you’re out in your boat for too long and you start to lose it, and you 

think you see a beautiful mermaid, but it’s really a manatee? Then you’ve made out with it and you don’t know why? We only want Jane 

to be happy though, because she had a pretty rough go in life and she’s a smart cookie. We’ll let her have Mr. Rochester because she 

loves him, even though he might be a manatee. 
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JlcHO 

mrH words 

Remember when you were small and you would lookup all the dirty words in the dictionary? If it were a good dictionary, it had at least 

three, and then you and your friends would laugh because dirty words are hi-larious. I resist the urge to put them in comics most of the 

time these days, but sometimes you just gotta (sorry Mom!). 
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How did he get that number?! A few liberties may have been taken in this comic. Bell and Watson probably did not have a direct line 

to Gray’s newly developed telephone, but there it is nonetheless. Bell, ever the competitor, was in the airplane races as well as the 

telephone one and probably a bunch of others like the can-opener race and the whatever-hot-inventors-at-the-time-were-up-to race. 
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French Revolution comics 
A D/M Ruined 

Ah, the French Revolution. It’s one of those things where the utter madness of it all lends itself to great comedy, usually of the madcap 

variety. I guess your large-scale terrors are easier to handle if someone is slipping on a banana peel. 
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JoHrt ADAPtf LIGHTENS OP 

John Adams was a grouchy old fellow who enjoyed being cantankerous the whole time that he was doing important things, which is a 

hard way to make friends. In 1776 the musical there is a whole song number where everyone is telling John Adams to sit down and shut 

up because they would rather be doing anything else in the world other than listen to him talk about even more things he’s unhappy 

with. But Adams’s stubborn ways have earned him a lot of fans who realize he was a cool dude in spite of it all. And really, isn’t it time 

we just let the man relax a little? 
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Andrew Jackson: you love him or hate him, and not much in between. He did some good things. He brought himself up from nothing 

and did what he thought was best. And he did a lot of bad things. Modern folks can’t really look at something like the Indian Removal 

Act and think, “Yeah, but maybe he was an okay dude.” Don’t kid yourselves either—it’s not like in his time no one thought to duke 

it out with him when he was being a jerk. The man had so many musket balls in his body you could stick magnets to him, if magnets 

stuck to lead. 
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This isn’t to say that all early political cartoons didn’t belabor the point; rather, a good deal of them had several figures in view, with 

an entire paragraph each coming out of their mouths. Underneath the picture was, naturally, a lengthy explanation of the joke and/or 

main idea. A few of them managed to be pretty sick burns all the same. 
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/ utMJ in rHW p^ikik 

We see something in gangsters that we like. They are all dangerous and cool and there are guns and money and cars and booze and all 

that stuff that is great for movies and bad for anything else. A tommy gun is such an iconic thing that you’d almost think it doesn’t even 

shoot real bullets. The car just drives by, with someone hanging out, pointing the tommy gun at you and it just goes “rat-a-tat-tat-tat!” 

while you stand right where you are and cheer because you are crazy. 
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COURTLY IOV 
You HCfikJT ‘•gflUftO*' M(*I+T 

Courtly Love—so pure, so true! More pining than what the modern couple would care to indulge in, but pining is better than being 

bored to tears at your loom, I suppose. They say it was platonic, in that I-love-you-but-will-never-touch-you way, which seems about 

as likely as my platonic relationship with the Loch Ness Monster (we’re just friends you guys). 
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BORGlAS 

Lucrezia gets a bad rap for being a good-looking lady with a dubious family during a time when that set-up meant your life was going 

to be scandalous whether you liked it or not! They say she had a good deal of administrative sense when it came down to it, but let’s 

face it, that’s boring news compared to your father marrying you off to all his business contacts and your brother killing them. 
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A wa-rcHED Pot NEVER Ro»ls 

King Lear is based on the life of an old king named Leir who occupies a nebulous sort of space as far as being sure of how much of his 

story is the real deal. We can be wary I guess, but if Old King Cole might have been a real person {really?), then Leir deserves a fighting 

chance as much as the next legendary figure. 
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YowJQ m LOVELACE 

Poor young Ada. The vices of poetry were all around, and within her very blood! If I were the Lady Isabella and had to deal with 

Lord Byron swinging dark moods around the house and swinging what was in his pants around every human or non-human item, I 

might have a bad opinion of The Arts as well. Isabella was a bit of a whiz with a protractor herself anyway, we are told. Later of course, 

Ada became famous for doing some computery things with Charles Babbage, the mechanics of their work on the Analytical Engine 

being something most of us still can’t completely grasp, probably because our parents didn’t mind if we read a poem now and then. 

Thus, no doubt, our mathematical ruin. 
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Here we have Bram Stoker’s Dracula, a book written to tell ladies that if you’re not a submissive waif, society goes to hell and ungodly 

monsters are going to turn you into child-killing horrors and someone is going to drive a bowie knife through your heart/cut off 

your head/etcetera. As you deserve! Thanks, Bram! I wrote it down so as to remember it. Also: foreigners. Not sure about those guys, 

amirite? Bram’s got all the tips. 
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Robinson Crusoe has been a children’s favorite for years and years. I read it as a child and distinctly recall the impression that Crusoe 

and Friday were pretty good friends! Crusoe and Friday, chumming it up on the island, bonfires and Good Times. Obviously though, 

that notion was a little lopsided. There is that scene where Crusoe puts his foot on Friday’s head and says he owns him and uh, well 

there’s also the whole book. 
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Forget Jean Valjean—Javert is the real money in Les Miserables. Javert is like a robot in a cast of humans, not computing anything 

except data, not executing any motion except on the program he’s running. When they finally make cyborg police, every one of them 

will operate like Javert and then you’ll be sorry you ever even looked at that loaf of bread. Just forget about it. You’re better off eating 

something you found in the trash, really. 
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Pearson had the Little Minority Government That Could, giving people free health care, pensions, and student loans for the first time, 

among other achievements. He gave a lot to Canada, which we—correctly or not—like to claim as proof of some national character; he 

symbolizes the things we like about ourselves. If only we could go back in time now and tell that to the people who made fun of his lisp. 
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How could Brahms have fallen asleep at a performance by Liszt? By most accounts the guy was all Jerry Lee Lewis on the piano, 

banging on the keys and kicking his legs and winking at the audience and making out with women all at the same time. You’d have to 

be already dead to fall asleep during that. 
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Batman is fun. Batman is so much fun, and that is why everyone makes comics about him, even though he’s supposed to be scary and 

serious. Case closed. Everyone can make silly Batman comics now and feel good about it. Plus, did you really pick up this book for 

anything but Batman and butt drawings? A marriage of two fine things, like wine and more wine. 
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If you were at Tilbury and Queen Elizabeth, like, burst in there all up on a horse with some gnarly armor and she was yelling about 

how much she kicks ass and therefore you, as her subject, can do the same, maybe you too would feel like the Spanish Armada ain’t 

no thang. In any case, it worked pretty well for her. On top of this, whenever someone tries to attack England by sea, they do it during 

Storm Week, which results in many wrecked ships and many more wrecked ambitions. 
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BI& W ftHEAD 

FoR&Ei oR C.TFO 

I think these comics are mostly the product of my childhood understanding of business ladies. You see, I was born in the 1980s, when 

images of boxy-shouldered, helmet-haired, red-lipstick-wearing women were striding across magazines and TV shows in giant heels, 

and I guess they inserted themselves into the pantheon of jobs you one day figured you could have. You know, nurse, princess, teacher, 

businesswoman. From the images I was familiar with, I gathered that these women: (1) did business all the time, or (2) if they were not 

doing business, they were probably exercising. Pretty fierce, but also, it kind of rules. 
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NANCYS 

What mischief is Nancy Drew getting into? I’ve read all the books, so I can just tell you. Join me on a series of unforgettable adventures! 
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OF THE 

FORGOTTEN CITY 
by CAROLYN KEENE 
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Raskolnikov 
it‘s so hard to ee better tH/v everyone 

THE HWfut DEED 

Ah, the disenchanted young people of today, letting the things they read go to their heads. Folly of youth! It’s everything your father 

warned you about when you said you were getting a philosophy degree. Why couldn’t you just get a trade in plumbing? Everyone needs 

a plumber sooner or later! Now you’ve gone and embarrassed yourself by killing a few people for your new principles. What on earth 

are we going to tell the neighbours? 
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K bfWD MEVJ ERA 

Do you think when the Middle Ages ended, they had town meetings and everyone was instructed, “Okay, set your watches—it’s the 

dawn of a new era”? Of course not. That’s silly. No one had watches in the Middle Ages. They’d have to adjust their sundials or adjust 

their general sense of guessing what time of day it is. 
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THE FAMOUS FITZQERALDS 

SCOTT, I'Ub UfclTTE/^ 

ft BooK- 

ZELDA, Dou‘T Hftu& 

A CHAfttK-SroAJ To DO7. 

IT STAfcS A LUipE, uMo 
Is A gEAoriFuL .TftLEJJTE-D 

DfttocER ftvjD ft 

wHo i* A FA‘bED/ 

P/STrtETiO D«J/ok. 

So, I said I would work on something with the Fitzgeralds, and here they are in all their glory, ruining each other’s dreams. First Zelda 

got a bad rap for mucking things up for Scott, then the other way around. But the truth is, they were both a big mess. Let’s call it a tie. 
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GREAT C,ATSBYS 

pRtAM 6.1 RL 
rr* iv Lovt'umH 

Everyone has to read The Great Gatsby in high school because it’s the best example of constructing a novel with themes and symbols, 

like legos, only not legos but The American Dream and the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg. Fifteen-year-olds can really get behind an essay 

on what the green light means, which is good, because they sure as heck won’t relate to any of the characters, who are all huge jerks 

with enough money to be wasted most of the time on top of being miserable. 
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HENRY'S LESSON 

Wasn’t it lucky for Henry that disagreeing with the Catholic Church and wanting to get rid of its power also meant pocketing a 

load of cash? Those monks were holy bros who prayed a lot, but they were also getting their Friar Tuck on in the Party Room of the 

Monasteries and Henry needed that wine money for wars and probably some wife-related funeral expenses. 
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but wt 

OEAC with it 
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The play Hamlet is a case study in the behavior of depressed young dudes during the time before you could just let off steam by 

listening to Morrissey records in your bedroom with the lights turned off. How many monarchs has Morrissey really saved with his 

music? We may never know. But what is irrefutable is that there are many less regicides these days. A connection?? 
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Travel to the pacific 
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To do 

There are people who protest the fame of Lewis and Clark because their mission didn’t really do what it was supposed to, and here we 

are plopping them into the pages of every grade-school textbook. The real benefit of reading about Lewis and Clark is the inclusion 

of people like Sacagawea and York in the narrative, who were not overly remarkable in a historical sense, but were ordinary people 

who stood out with their courage, skills, and conviction, and did not happen to be puffed-up, high-ranking white guys, of which we 

already have plenty. 
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When Oliver Twist says to the man with the food pot, “Please sir, I want some more,” we know he is speaking for all the poor little 

orphans, and our hearts melt. Just give the little nipper some gruel! Or gravel mixed with water, whatever it was they were being fed. 

When your parents say, “There are starving children in Africa” to make you eat your dinner, it can only go so far. Id throw in, “One 

hundred and fifty years ago youd be a chimney sweep and dead at twelve and no one would give a shit.” More broccoli please! 
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If you read a Victorian joke book you may be surprised by what they found funny, which is nothing, unless it was racist or sexist, 

in which case: hilarious. Aw, just kidding, they also thought farts were funny. If they did have a joke it took them two hours to tell 

it though. 

165 



A Vfc,Rv| SPECIAL Ep^ooi 

VMACKS NEiqHgOUM 

OH LAUDANUM | 

OOR nEAQHBou^S ARE 

WACK.S - 
too wacM 

PEPsrtAPS 'i oO doN'T 
UNDERSTAND THEN 

BfcCAuSt THE'J ftRE 

166 



INDEX 

1776 (the musical) 102 
Adams, Bryan 60 
Adams, John 102 
Agrippina the Younger 66 
Alain-Fournier 73 
Ambassadors, The 78 
Amerika 71 
Annabel Lee 28 
Anne of Green Gables 23 
Anthony, Susan B. 11 
Aquaman 84 
Auden, W. H. 76 
Austen, Jane 87-88 

Babbage, Charles 116 
Baker, Jordan 154 
Banquo 24-25, 27 
Banquo, ghost of 26 
Banting, Frederick 8-9 
Batman 133-135 
Beethoven, Ludwig van 32 
Beethoven, Kaspar Anton Karl van 32 
Bell, Acton 34 
Bell, Alexander Graham 96 
Bell, Currer 34 
Bell, Ellis 34 
Bellairs, John 79 
Bennet, Elizabeth 88 
Bennie and the Jetts 143 
Bishop, William Avery "Billy" 12 
Blythe, Gilbert 23 
Bolivar, Simon 13 
Bonaparte, Napoleon 5,145 
Borgia, Cesare 112 
Borgia, House of 112 
Borgia, Lucrezia 112 
Borgia, Rodrigo 112 
Bowie, David 20, 25 
Brahe, Tycho 93 
Brahms, Johannes 132 
Brock, Major-General Sir Isaac 45 
Bronte, Anne 7, 34 
Bronte, Charlotte 7, 34, 89-92 
Bronte, Emily 7, 34, 87 
Brunei, Isambard Kingdom 39 
Buchanan, Daisy 151-155 
Buchanan, Tom 152,154-155 
Bucket, Charlie 10 
Bueller, Ferris 19 
Burke, William 33 
Byron, Lord 116 
Byron, Lady Anne Isabella 116 

Caraway, Nick 151-155 
Carr, Emily 8-9 
Cartier, Jacques 8-9 
Catwoman 133 
Cecil, William 44 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 10 
Chaucer, Geoffrey 77 
Chekhov, Anton 72 
Claudius 158 
Collins, Wilkie 75 
Conrad, Joseph 77, 79 
Cordelia 115 
Crime and Punishment 145-148 
Crusoe, Robinson 121-123 
Curie, Pierre 56 
Curie, Marie 56 
Cuthbert, Marilla 23 
Cyclops 37 

Daedalus 95 
Dahl, Roald 10 
Darcy, Mr. 87-88 
Defoe, Daniel 121-123 
Dickens, Charles 40,163-164 

Diefenbaker, John 130 
Dostoevsky, Fydor 145-148 
Doyle, Arthur Conan 15-16 
Dracula 117-120 
Drew, Nancy 139-144 
Duncan, King 26 

Eckleburg, Dr. T. J. 151 
Edison, Thomas 70 
Edward VI, King 156 
Egingwah 14 
Elizabeth 1, Queen 136 
Elizabethan Song Book, An 76 
Elves and the Shoemaker, The 38 
Eyre, Jane 89-92 

Fat Pony 21-22 
Faust 42 
Ferris Bueller 19 
Finger, Bill 133 
Fitzgibbon, Lieutenant 82 
Flaubert, Gustave 87 
Fitzgerald, F. Scott 150-155 
Fitzgerald, Zelda 150 
Fortinbras, Prince 159 
Francis of Assisi, Saint 61, 81 
Franklin, Benjamin 94,102,106 
Franklin, Rosalind 53 
Fraser, Simon, nlh Lord Lovat 57 
Friday 121-123 

Gatsby, Jay 151-155 
Gertrude 157-158 
Gilman, Charlotte Perkins 128 
Ginsberg, Allen 42 
Goethe, John Wolfgang von 42 
Goneril 113 
Gordon, James (Commissioner) 135 
Gorey, Edward 71-81 
Gray, Elisha 96 
Great Gatsby, The 151-155 
Greek Tragedy 76 
Green, Henry 72 
Greenberg, Martin H. 80 
Greenberg, Noah 76 
Grimm, the Brothers 38 

Hamlet 75,157-159 
Hamlet and Oedipus, A classic study in 

the psychoanalysis of literature 75 
Handel, George Frideric 24 

Hare, William 33 
Harlequin 134 

Haydn, Franz Joseph 32 
Henry vin, King 156 
Henson, Matthew 14 
Hero of Our Time, A 78 
Hipsters 41-43 
Holmes, Sherlock 15-16 
Homer 98 
Hugo, Victor 124-125 

Icarus 95 
Incroyables and Merveilleuses, the 43 
Ingram, Blanche 92 

Jackson, Andrew 103-105 
James, Henry 71, 78 
James 1, King 27 
Jane Eyre 89-92 
[avert (Inspector) 124-125 
Jefferson, Thomas 104 
Joel, Billy 24 
Joker, the 134 
Jones, Ernest 75 

Kafka, Franz 71 
Kahlo, Frida 34 

Kallman, Chester 76 
Kane, Bob 133 
Keene, Carolyn 139-144 
Kennedy, Joe 31 
Kennedy, Joe Jr. 31 
Kennedy, Robert 31 
Kennedy, Edward 31 
Kepler, Johannes 93 
Kerouac, Jack 42 
Kierkegaard, Soren 74 
Kierkegaard, Selections from the 

Writings of 74 
King Lear 113—115 
King, Mackenzie 131 
Kiss (band) 38 
Kitto, H. D. F. 76 
Krapp, George Philip 77 

Laertes 159 
Lamballe, Madame 99 
Lear, King 113-115 
Lermontov, Mikhail 78 
Lewis, Jerry Lee 132 
Lewis and Clark 160-162 
Life of Nero, The 66 
Liszt, Franz 132 
Little Red Riding Hood 38 
Lovelace, Ada 116 
Loving 72 

McKelway, St. Clair 4 
Macbeth 24-27 
Macbeth, Lady 26,114 
Macduff, Thane of Fife 27 
Macdonald, John A. 8-9 
Madam Bovary 87 
Marconi, Guglielmo 70 
Marie Antoinette 99 
Marie Louise, Princess of Savoy 99 
Mark, Gospel of 40 
Marmeladova, Sofia Semyonovna 148 
Mary, Queen of Scots 44 
Mason, Bertha 89 
Masterpieces of Mystery and Suspense 80 
Masters, The 80 
Milbanke, Anne Isabella 116 
Miserables, Les 124-125 
Montcalm, Louis-Joseph de 52 
Montgomery, Lucy Maud 23 
Morrissey, Steven Patrick 157 
Moses 83,126 
Muir, John 34 
Murphy, Emily 8-9 
Mystery Solving Teens 17-19 

Nancy Drew 139—144 
Nemo, Captain 62-63 
Nero, Emperor 66 
Nickerson, Ned 143 
Nixon, Richard (President) 130 

Odysseus 98 
Odyssey, The 98 
Oedipus Rex 75 
Oedipus 75 
Oliver Twist 163 
On the Road 42 
Ootah 14 
Ooqueah 14 
Ophelia 158-159 

Pearson, Lester B. 129-131 
Peary, Robert 14 
Penguin, the 135 
Pennyworth, Alfred 134 
Perfect toy of St. Francis, The 81 
Peter, Saint 97 

Poe, Edgar Allan 28-29, 81 
Polonius (Hamlet) 158 
Pride and Prejudice 87-88 

Raskolnikov 145-148 
Razumikhin 147 
Rent 125 
Richard hi of England 25 
Richard, Maurice 8-9 
Riel, Louis 8-9 
Ripley's Believe It Or Not! 67 
Rivera, Diego 34 
Robinson Crusoe 121—123 
Rochester, Mr. Edward 89-92 
Ronson, Mick 20 
Roosevelt, Theodore (President) 34 

Sacagawea 160-162 
St. Peter's Day and Other Tales 72 
Secord, Laura 82 
Secret Agent, The 79 
Secret of the Underground Room, The 79 
Seegloo 14 
Sendak, Maurice 48 
Service, Robert 8-9 
Sex and the City 11, 49 
Shakespeare 24-27, 46, 75,113-115,157-159 
Sherlock Holmes 15-16 
Shirley, Anne 23 
Sleeping Beauty 38 
Sophocles 75 
Sorrows of Young Werther, The 42 
Snow, C. P. 80 
Stevenson, Robert Louis 86 
Stoker, Bram 117—120 
Storm 37 
Sucre, Antonio Jose de 13 

Tales of the Grotesque and Arabesque 81 
Tesla, Nikola 70 
Thundercats 51 
Timmermans, Felix 81 
Treasure Island 86 
Troilus and Cressida 77 
True Tales From The Annals of Crime 

and Rascality 74 
Tudors, The 44 
Twenty Thousand Leagues Under 

the Sea 62-63 
Two-Face 133 

Valjean, Jean 124-125 
Verne, Jules 29-30, 62-63 
Victory 77 

Wanderer, The 73 
Watson, Doctor John H. 15-16 
Watson, Thomas A. 96 
Wayne, Bruce 134 
Wells, H. G. 30 
What Maisie Knew 71 
Where The Wild Things Are 48 
William Butler Yeats, 

The Autobiography of 73 
Wolfe, James 8-9, 52 
Wolverine 37 
Woman in White, The 75 
Wonder Woman 36-37 
Wonka, Willy 10 

X-Men 37 

Yeats, William Butler 73 
Yellow Wallpaper, The 128 
York 160-162 



Portland, Ml 48875 
Kate Beaton grew up in the Maritimes, specifically Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. She earned a bachelor’s degree in history and anthropology 

at Mount Allison University. During her last two years in school, she contributed to the student newspaper, unexpectedly morphing her 

lifelong obsessions with literature, history, and drawing into very funny comics. In 2007, after prodding from friends, Beaton uploaded 

her first comics to her website, receiving acclaim that set her on the path to becoming one of the most successful and talked about new 

cartoonists of the past decade. She eventually self-published the now-sold-out book Never Learn Anything From History. Her comics 

have appeared in the New Yorker, Harpers, the National Post, and 77re Best American Comics anthology. She won the Doug Wright 

Award for Best Emerging Talent and has been nominated for the Harvey and Shuster awards. Her website is www.harkavagrant.com. 
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"SIMPLY PUT, THIS IS THE MOST WELL-DRAWN, 
FUNNIEST COMIC THAT I'VE READ IN A WHILE. 

—Adrienne So, Wired 

MeRt if m jest€r/ 
l COoLD DO loUVl S£.%SW6, 

soMt Pointless nonsen(£ 

Hof't'f, PLEASE* Th£ 

WAN 1$ f\KI ARTIST 
6 c 0U#p f 

HARK!A VAGRANT IS AN UPROARIOUS ROMP THROUGH HISTORY AND LITERATURE 
seen through the sharp, contemporary lens of New Yorker cartoonist and comics-sensation Kate Beaton. 

No era or tome emerges unscathed as Beaton rightly skewers the Western world’s revolutionaries, 

leaders, sycophants, and suffragists while equally honing her wit on the hapless heroes, heroines, and 

villains of the best-loved fiction. She deftly points out what really happened when Brahms fell asleep 

listening to Liszt, that the world’s first hipsters were obviously the Incroyables and the Merveilleuses from 

eighteenth-century France, that Susan B. Anthony is, of course, a “Samantha,” and that the 

polite banality of Canadian culture never gets old. Hark! A Vagrant features sexy Batman, 

the true stories behind classic Nancy Drew covers, and Queen Elizabeth doing the albatross. 

As the 500,000 unique monthly visitors to harkavagrant.com already know, no one turns 

the ironic absurdities of history and literature into comedic fodder as hilariously as Beaton. 

"[BEATON'S] NEAT LINE-WORK AND TERRIFIC GRASP OF SIMPLE CARICATURE 
AND FACIAL EXPRESSION SELLS A LOT OF THE BEST STRIPS." 

—The Onion A.V Club 

"[BEATON'S COMICS] ARE WITTY REINVENTIONS OF LITERARY AND HISTORICAL 
FIGURES NAVIGATING MODERN TIMES...A HIGH-MINDED VERSION OF 
THE FAR SIDE THAT IS AT ONCE 0F-THE-M0MENT AND TIMELESS." 

—Deborah Vankin, the Los Angeles Times 

"A FUNNY AND WRITERLY LOOK AT HISTORY." 
—The Toronto Star 


