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Introduction
History can be horrible because history, like school, can be full of
bullies…

You’ll be having a nice, peaceful life when along comes a bully and
changes all that…

Who do you feel sorry for? The victim, of course!
But history is never that simple. Sooner or later the bully will meet

up with an even more scary bully – usually one with better weapons…

Who do you feel sorry for now?
And what does the bully do when s/he’s bullied? Give in and

become a slave? Or stand up to the new bully?
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The Incas were a bit like that. They came along and bullied the people
of Peru into handing over their wealth. Then along came the Spanish
invaders (the ‘conquistadors’) and turned the Incas into slaves.

So who do you feel sorry for?
To be honest there are no easy answers. That’s why history is so

horrible.
Of course school history books like questions with easy answers!
Question: ‘When did the Spanish arrive in Peru?’
Answer: ‘1532.’
B-O-R-I-N-G!
But this is a horrible history and it will look at the questions that

really matter. So trash that textbook and find out the terrible truth
about the Incas …
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Timeline
Early Incan timeline
11,000 BC The first people settle in the area we now call Peru.

1250 BC Tribes of people begin to form in the Andes. They’re called
things like Chavin and Chimu, Nazca and Tiahuanaco.
AD 600 For a couple of hundred years the people from the Huari
region will boss the western Andes. With them comes the spread of
mummy burial. (That’s corpses wrapped in cloth, not burying your
mother.)

900 The Huari have gone (in a bit of  a Huari) and the people split
into tribes again. Most of these little states are no bigger than a single
valley.
1105 Around this time the first Incan lord, Sinchi Roca, begins to rule
his tribe, but his people are not very powerful … yet.
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1370 The Chimu people are the biggest bullying bosses in Peru.
They’re led by Nancen Pinco who lives in Chan Chan. It seems as if
these Chimu built a new palace for each new ruler and kept the old
palaces going after the rulers died.

1438 The little Incan tribe starts to grow quickly and that means
trouble. Over the next fifty years the incredible Incas will conquer all
the other tribes and rule them.

Incan Empire timeline
1100 The Incas start to spread out and conquer other people. Maybe a
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few years of dry weather left them low on food so they had to go out
and pinch it.
1438 The Chanca people attack the Incas. They’re defeated but the
invasion starts the Incas fighting amongst themselves.

1492 Chris Columbus stumbles across America. He’ll soon be followed
by Spanish conquistadors who’ll conquer the South American peoples.
They haven’t reached the Incan lands yet … but give them time.
1525 A terrible plague sweeps through the Incan homeland – probably
a disease like measles or smallpox brought from Europe. The Spanish
aren’t in Peru yet but their germs are!

Later we’ll see what happens when the Spanish arrive…
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Legendary lords
Where do humans come from? People have wondered this since they
had two brain cells to think with.
Scientists say . . .

They could be right.
Christians say…

They could be right. The Bible reckons God made us in his image and
some of us are very god-like, aren’t we?

But the Incas came up with an even more sensible idea…

A bit like worms!

Lord number 1: Mighty Manco
There are three caves at Paqari-tampu where (they say) the first Incan
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leader first saw the light of day. His name was Manco Capac and he
popped out of one of the caves with his three brothers and four sisters.
Ten groups of people appeared from the other caves, but naturally the
Incas were the leaders. Then they set off  on a great journey through
the Andes…
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Incan legends say Manco was the first of  eight Lords of Cuzco – their
valley in the Andes. No one is sure how true the stories about the eight
lords are. The important thing is that most Incas believed these stories.

Lord number 2: Super Sinchi
Another story says that when Manco Capac died there were lots of his
children who could have taken his place. The people all wanted Sinchi
Roca… but Sinchi was NOT expected to take the throne ahead of his
brothers.

How did he do it? With a bit of  help from his mum! Would you
like to be the next Prime Minister/President/King/Queen of your
country? Here’s how Mama Ocllo fixed it for Sinchi…
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The trick seemed to work and Sinchi Roca was made the new Lord of
Cuzco.

Stylish Sinchi
Sinchi was much more peaceful than dead old Manco. He spent less
time murdering people and more time inventing things. What was his
greatest invention? It was something that would show all the people
who the royal family were, at a glance.

What did super Sinchi invent?
a) golden crowns b) purple robes c) fringe hairstyles

 

Answer: c) Yes, Sinchi Roca said that the Incan rulers would have
their hair cut straight across the forehead.

Did you know…?
Sinchi Roca started another new trend after he died! He was the first
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of the Incan lords to be turned into a mummy. The corpse was kept so
well it was put on show in Cuzco two hundred years after he died.

Lord number 3: Lovely Lloque
Third emperor (Lloque Yupanqui) was a pretty peaceful bloke
compared to Manco. Even though he didn’t go around flattening
farmers, looting lands and ruling ruthlessly he was still remembered as
. . .

Surprisingly enough, Lloque was called ‘left-handed’ because… he
was left-handed.

Unforgettable? Well anyone who looked at Lloque would never
forget him. That face would haunt your dreams for ever. He was
simply the ugliest man anyone had ever seen! His sad story is soon
told…
People who saw him ran away.
His chief wife couldn’t stand the sight of him.
He had no children with his chief wife.
He was advised to take the daughter of a neighbouring chief for a
wife – she couldn’t stand the sight of him either.
Her father forced her to marry Lloque and she gave birth to Mayta
Capac.

Unforgettably ugly – do you know anyone like that?

Lord number 4: Mighty Mayta Capac
The fourth Lord of Cuzco, Mayta Capac, was big trouble from the
moment he was born.
Legend said that he was born six months before he was due.
As a newborn baby he was strong and had all his teeth.
By the time he was a year old he was as big as an eight-year-old.
(Imagine the size of his nappies!)
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Mayta ruled in the 1300s and began invading the tribes next to Cuzco
valley. What was it that made Mayta such a nasty neighbour? The
weather!

Mayta wasn’t going to go hungry. He was simply going to train his
people to fight and go out and pinch the food and water from other
tribes. He was going to be the biggest bully since Manco Capac.

It’s not surprising, really. Stories say Mayta had grown up as a big,
bad boy, picking fights with any boys he came across. (You probably
know someone like that.) He wasn’t afraid to fight with bigger boys
and the legends say he ‘beat them badly’.

While he was still a boy he picked a fight with some peasants near
Cuzco and killed them. This started a revolt by their tribe and his dad
had trouble keeping it under control…

17



So mighty Mayta Capac was the perfect emperor to start conquering
his next-door neighbours and making them hand over their hard-
earned food supplies.

It was soon time to make Mayta a man. He had to go through the
correct Incan ceremony…

Bye-bye boyhood
Do you know anyone who is growing into a man? Then instead of a
birthday party or a school-leaver’s do, why not give them a special
treat? An Incan initiation! Follow these simple Incan rules to see your
pal safely into the adult world…
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Lord number 5: Conquering Capac
Mayta Capac made his son, Capac Yupanqui, Lord of Cuzco… then
Mayta died. Most lords named their oldest son to be the next ruler.
Young Capac Yupanqui wasn’t Mayta Capac’s oldest son. What was
wrong with Capac Yupanqui’s older brother?
a) he was too thick

b) he was too ugly

c) he was too kind and gentle

 

Answer: b) Yes, the poor lad took after his grandfather, Lloque,
and was considered too ugly to be the Lord of the Incas. (Not like
royals today! It seems they have to be ugly to get the job!)

 
Capac Yupanqui was the first Incan lord to capture lands outside the
Cuzco Valley where the Incas started. But he only got about 12 miles
from Cuzco. He wasn’t exactly Julius Caesar or Alexander the Great,
you understand.

Did you know . . .?
Capac Yupanqui was known as the ‘Unforgettable King’ …
unfortunately we know very little about his reign. It seems that
everyone has forgotten!
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Lord number 6: Roca on – again!
Capac Yupanqui’s son, Inca Roca, conquered a bit more to the south-
east of Cuzco but the Incas weren’t the greatest warriors, as the
following story shows…
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Lord number 7: Huacac whack, whack!
Yahuar Huacac couldn’t have hated his Ayarmaca captivity that much.
He married an Ayarmaca girl! But then he also married other wives.
Not a very healthy thing to do. Today, in most countries, marrying
two women will get you punished. But in Incan times it was more
deadly.

Yahuar Huacac announced…
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And, would you believe it, the second wife arranged for the second son
of the first wife to be murdered.

This was followed shortly after by the emperor’s own death…

Lord number 8: Vicious Viracocha
Viracocha probably ruled around the early 1400s. He wasn’t satisfied
with being a ‘lord’ – he called himself ‘Creator God’. (This is a bit like
your head teacher calling themselves Minister of Education. A teeny
bit over the top.)

Before Vile Vira came on the scene the Incas had attacked other
tribes, conquered them, then gone home. Now Vira decided it was
time they stayed there and ruled. First they decided to take over the
Ayarmaca people who lived to the south of the Incas’ Cuzco valley. So
what did they do?
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Wrong! The Incas were smarter than you – that’s why they got to rule
Peru, which is more than you’ll ever do. No, the Incas attacked the
Urubamba! This was a valley beyond the Ayarmaca.

It worked. Whichever way the Ayarmaca faced they’d be stabbed in
the back.
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Evil emperors
The eight Incan lords had so far ruled only little Cuzco … and if  that
had been the end of the story you’d probably never have heard of
them. But then they became more and more greedy. They wanted
more land, more wealth, more people to push around. They weren’t
happy with a valley, or even a country. They wanted a whole empire.
And, it was the next Incan lord, a lad called Pachacuti, who was the
man for the job.

Did you know…?
Pachacuti got his name after a great battle victory. ‘Pachacuti’ means
‘cataclysm’ – or ‘he who shakes the Earth’.

Pachacuti’s date with fate: 1438
The Incas didn’t get all their own way in bossing the Andes. Another
people, the Chancas, to the west of the Incas, were getting pretty
powerful. In 1438 the Chancas attacked first!

The Lord of Cuzco’s son, Pachacuti Inca Yupanqui, defended their
Cuzco home while his dad, Viracocha, went off  with his other son,
Urcon, to a safer fort near Calca. Now there were two Inca states –
Pachacuti’s and Viracocha’s. But not for long. First Viracocha died.

Then Viracocha’s other son Urcon got into a fight with Pachacuti’s
forces and was killed.

25



It left Pachacuti in charge.

Pach’s pinching
Pachacuti defeated the Chanca attack thanks to a bit of  luck. The
Chancas took an image of their god into battle and Pach’s warriors
managed to capture it. The Chancas panicked and began to run away.
They were massacred. Pach made the most of this victory and told a
bit of a fib to make it sound more magical…

The truth? As the Chancas ran away hundreds of Inca supporters,
living in the hills, ran down and attacked them. Yes – the Chancas
were massacred in the hills. But, no – the attackers weren’t rocks!

Terror tactics
Pachacuti’s big fib was widely believed. Enemies of the Incas were
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scared and the Incan warriors made the most of that fear. This is what
they did…
1 Incan armies started to carry platforms into battle. On these
platforms were piles of sacred stones.

Future enemies took one look at the pile of Incan rocks and gave up
without a fight!

2 To add to the fear-factor the Incas took the defeated Chanca leaders
and stuffed their skins with straw and ashes. The scarecrow corpses
were taken to a special burial ground and seated on stone benches. The
stuffed arms were bent so that when the wind blew the dead fingers
beat the stretched skin on their bellies like drums! The message was
clear…

3 The Incan warriors went into battle with war songs that were grisly
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and gruesome. Want to try one? Next time your history teacher gives
you a dreadful detention then fight back with this ancient Incan
chant…

Of course you couldn’t really drink chicha from your teacher’s skull
because chicha is beer. You wouldn’t want to get into trouble for
under-age drinking, would you? Probably best if  you just drink cocoa
from the teacher’s skull and stay out of trouble. (And no playing those
bone flutes and skin drums when people are trying to get to sleep!)

Brotherly love
Pachacuti’s warriors seemed unbeatable. The trouble was that Pach’s
younger brother, Capac Yupanqui, was having a great time invading
neighbours and becoming a rich, powerful, popular general. Pach was
worried.
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What did he do? Well, if  the Incas had a motto it would be, ‘When in
doubt, snuff them out!’ So of course, Pachacuti had his brother
murdered. Being the brother of an Incan emperor was a job for life –
but sadly that life was often very short.

Pachacuti’s sons went north and south conquering their neighbours
and making the Incan Empire safe – safe for the Incas, that is.

Now Pachacuti could stop the fighting and enjoy a bit of ruling.

Pach’s patch and Top Cat Topa
Pachacuti decided it was time for some changes and he had the power
to make them. He had only taken over as emperor from his father after
a lot of fighting and he didn’t want that to happen when he died, so
he made his son Topa Inca Yupanqui the next emperor, then retired.

Topa was topa the pops when it came to ruling and he and his dad
made some nice new rules. If  the Incas had been able to write, their
laws may have read something like this…
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Imagine that in your country! First you’re invaded and then you’re…
Split from your friends – all those mates who share the same jokes
and support the same football team.
Split from your sisters who are sent off  to work in some distant
temple or forced to marry some great national hero … like Prince
Charles!
Forced to work to pay for food that mostly goes to your enemy …
like a vegetarian working in a butcher shop.

Shipped off  to another part of the invader’s world where you don’t
know the language and live in a strange house. It could be anywhere
… like Bournemouth, Blackpool or Buckie!
Taught a new religion with new prayers and forced to worship a new
god. It’s a bit like being forced to support a new football team … like
Bournemouth or Blackpool or Buckie Thistle!

The only good news is that the Incas will allow you to worship your
old gods – as well as the new Incan ones.

Cheerless Chosen Women
Would you like to be an Incan ‘Chosen Woman’? Sounds a bit special,
doesn’t it? If  the Incas had advertised for Chosen Women they might
have done it like this:
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By the 1500s there were several thousand of these Chosen Women.
Would you apply?

Apart from ending up as a temple sacrifice there was another danger
in being a Chosen Woman … You must never ever become pregnant.
The punishment was pretty horrible…

Amazingly there was one way that a Chosen Woman could avoid this
terrible treatment. All she had to do was say …

… and she would be free!

Rotten royal roads
Another thing the Incas could do with conquered peoples was force
them to work on building the Incan ‘Royal Roads’.

Four roads led from the four quarters of the Incan kingdom and
they met in the middle of Cuzco. The Incas called their empire
‘Tahuantinsuyu’ – which, as you know, means ‘The Four Quarters of
the World’. The four Royal Roads were important.

So what? you ask! So you try building a path down your back garden
without…
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iron (for tools like shovels and pick-axes).
written words (for making plans and organizing work).
wheels (so everything had to be dragged).
money (so paying workers and supplying them with food was tricky
over big distances).

The Incas had none of these things!
The roads were useful for a fast messenger service across the empire

and to move Incan armies quickly when trouble broke out. The
Spanish conquistador Pedro de Cieza de Leon described one road…

The mountain roads had walls along the edge to stop you falling off
the mountain. Very thoughtful, but a huge task to build hundreds of
miles of walls. And doesn’t it make you wonder who got the job of
sweeping up the litter?

Marvellous messengers
The Incas had no way of writing things down (although they did have
a clever recording system by tying knots in coloured string). Instead
stories and messages were remembered.

There was no Postman Pat to carry letters around the Empire.
Instead there was a relay-team of runners – the chasqui.
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These young men ran about a kilometre each to the next post and
carried a message in their head. They then went back to their post
and waited for the next message. The chasqui chain were able to carry
messages hundreds of miles across the Empire very quickly.
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The skill wasn’t just in the running, but in the remembering. They
had to get the messages exactly right, word for word. One word
wrong and they would be punished – a bit like a history exam.
The runners worked 15 days before they had some time off.
They carried a badge to show they were servants of the emperor.
They also carried a sling and a star-headed mace to defend themselves
against wild animals.
Messages were carried at around 150 miles a day – that’s London to
Cardiff if you want to look it up on a map.
Messengers didn’t just carry messages – they could be asked to carry
food. One emperor loved sea food and had it brought by messenger
from the coast every day. If  the fish wasn’t fresh then the messenger
was executed!

Did you know…?
The Incan armies marched north, south, east and west but they
stopped at the edge of the Amazon rainforest. That rainforest was
occupied by lowland tribes and many of them were head-hunters.

Wonder why they stopped there?
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Horrible Huayna
Emperor Topa followed the trend of all the Incan emperors and died.
(Around 1493 if  you’re interested in dates. Some people are, especially
the sort you get in cakes.) He named son Huayna as next emperor …
but then just before he died he said…

Huayna was a bit upset and his supporters murdered the guardian of
young emperor Huari. Huayna got the throne he was supposed to have
in the first place, so that was all right – unless you were Huari’s
guardian who got the chop, of course.

Remember, Incan emperors didn’t get all their father’s lands, which
were shared out. A new emperor like Huayna had to go out and
conquer more new land for himself. Huayna picked on the country we
now call Ecuador, to the north.

He spent most of his reign battering Ecuador. In fact he liked it so
much he thought he’d have a second capital city up there in Tumi
Bamba. The lords back in Cuzco must have been shocked and
horrified at the thought of a rival capital.

But before the Cuzco lords could revolt Huayna did a daft and
deadly thing…

38



39



Yes, it’s tough at the top. You get the throne but you also get the
problems. What could unhappy Huayna do? What would you do?
Only an idiot Inca would rush back to Cuzco, catch the plague and
die! But that’s what Huayna did! He died so quickly he didn’t name
the next emperor … so that started another Incan punch-up for the
throne. Nothing new there then.

Did you know…?
Huayna’s son died a few days after his dad from the same plague. That
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meant two half-brothers (Huascar and Atahuallpa) were left to fight
one another for the throne. While they were fighting, the Incan
Empire was divided – just as Spanish invaders arrived. That’s what
made it so easy for the Spanish to defeat them.

You could say the Spanish plague was the first attack which helped
the conquistadors to win. Maybe as many as eight million of the
twelve million Incas died before the Spanish arrived. Invisible germs
were the best weapons the Spanish could ever have had! Which just
goes to show, ‘Coughs and sneezes spread diseases … and spread
Spanish empires with eases!’
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Top of the class
Incan people were told what they should be doing at each age and
what they should be wearing … just like school. Only Incas never got
to leave school the way you do.

Dire dress
Everyone had to wear what they were told. Each tribe had its own
head-dress – and you were not allowed to pretend you were from
another tribe by wearing their head-dress instead! You also had to
dress the right way for your class – you couldn’t be a peasant and dress
too posh!

Peasant dress-sense
If you want to look like an Incan peasant here’s how…

Wee women
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Girls! Now that you look like an Incan woman you need to dress your
hair like the Incas. Here’s how to do it…
1 Collect pee in a bucket. (Your family and friends can all chip in and
help you fill that bucket fast.)
2 Leave the pee for a week to brew (the way beer is left to brew –
except your pee won’t end up tasting like brown ale).

3 Wash your hair by soaking it in the bucket of brewed pee. (This will
get rid of the grease and leave your hair lovely and shiny – honest!)

4 When your hair is dry you can start making it into braids. To hold
the hair in place wet it with some of that pee. (Hair spray hasn’t been
invented. Sorry.)

5 Find your Prince Charming and say…

Then hope that your Prince Charming likes a Cinderella who smells
like a toilet!
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Weather wizardry
The Incan family groups were called ‘ayllu’ and the head of a large
family was called a ‘curaca’. A curaca had power over everyone in the
family … but you’d have to be crackers if  you wanted to be one of the
curacas. Curacas took the complaints from the family and went to the
gods for help…

When it worked the curaca was a hero … but he also got the blame
when things went wrong. What would you do if  your garden was
ruined by a drought?

A Spaniard described what happened to one clumsy curaca…

If there was a drought then how could they drown him? The Spaniard
didn’t explain. Maybe they drowned him in a dried-up river?

Would you kill your dad for a dried-up garden? (On second
thoughts you’d better not answer that!)

Mister masters
Men ruled Tahuantinsuyu. Women worked and had children but had
no power. A man, though, could increase his power by having
children. It was almost like a supermarket loyalty card – the more
points you had the richer you were … except instead of points you had
children and wives.
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More children meant more workers to produce more food and more
power … for the men.

Keeping in class
Now you are ready to live like an Inca. What you did each day
depended on your age. The Incan laws told you exactly what you
should be doing. They divided their people into 12 classes. If  the Incas
could have written their rules down they’d probably have looked
something like this…
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1 Babies (in arms) and 2 Infants (up to one year): In the care of their
parents.
3 Children (aged 1–9): Children aged 1–5 may play. Children aged 5–9
must help parents in small tasks. Girls must help mind the babies, cart
water and animal feed, weed, and help the women make beer. At age 5
girls must start to learn how to weave. Girls planning to be servants
will be sent away to be trained.
4 Youths (aged 9–16): Boys to be trained as llamamechecs (llama herders
of the llama herds). Girls aged 9–12 will gather flowers and herbs for
the dyeing of textiles and for medicinal use. Girls aged 12–16 will work
at home, keeping house and producing textiles (though some may
serve as llamamechecs). Girls are allowed to marry at 14, although most
will wait until they are 18.
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5 Young men  (aged 16–20) and 6 Prime men (aged 20–25): Will work
as post-runners, as senior llama herdsmen to the llamamechecs, and as
servants to military officers.
7 Young women (aged 18–30): Women are considered full adults at 18
(unlike men who will not become adults until 25.) At this age they
should be wives and mothers.
8 Puric (men 25–50): This age group of men should be married. At 25,
they will be heads of households. They must learn to farm their given
piece of land and pay taxes and serve in the army if  they are called to.
They might also be sent out to some remote part of the empire to
pioneer it and to keep an eye on any hostile or disloyal natives in the
area. Some men in this class are also called on to work in the state’s
mines.
9 Unmarried women and widows (women 30–50): They will make
pottery and cloth, and work as house servants.
10 Old men (aged 50–60): These men are semi-retired and have no
state or army duties. They are expected to help out from time to time
during harvest and planting seasons, or to do light work as public
officers, clerks, and storekeepers.
11 Elders (aged 60–80): Both men and women will eat, sleep, and may
do light work if  they are up to it, such as tending guinea pigs. They
are pensioners and are tended to by the state.
1 2 Invalids (sick and disabled): They are expected to work as their
disabilities allow, but are otherwise in the care of the state.
 
You’ll notice there is no class at all for people over 80, so it seems not
too many Incas made it that long! Imagine having your whole life
planned for you by the government like this! Still, there was always
death to look forward to.

Stinging school
You will also notice there’s no school in there for you peasants. But if
you were a lord’s child then you would get four years of lessons…
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Imagine! A whole year doing history! Horrible!
Of course you could make it more fun by messing about in lessons,

but be warned! The punishment was pretty nasty…

And you thought being sent to do sums outside your head-teacher’s
door was nasty!

Shake, rattle and stroll
Of course the festivals would give you a few days off  school. There
would be a parade of men playing drums, tambourines, flutes and
pototoes … no, not potatoes, dummy! The pototo was a large shell
(called a conch) that was blown like a trumpet.
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When you went to the parade you could join the dancing and wear
‘shaker bracelets’ on your wrists and ankles. What would you use to
make your rattling bracelets?
a) glass beads
b) small seashells
c) dried llamas’ toenails

 

Answer: c ) Dried llamas’ toenails, of  course. Pop along to your
local llama sacrifice with a pair of pliers and rip the toenails out
before the rest of the animal is burned as a sacrifice. Dry them in
the sun, drill a hole in each one and thread them on to a string.
You’re ready to rattle!

 
The pulverizing Puric
You can see from the Incan class list that the men who went off  to
serve in the emperor’s army were expected to be married at that age.
This meant that the men had to leave their wives behind.

An old Incan legend, passed on by word of mouth, tells of  the
dramatic result of this on one family…

Once upon a time there was a young man, a Puric, who was sent
for to serve as a soldier. He had to leave his young son and his
wife.
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‘I will miss you both,’ he sniffed.
‘I’ll miss you too,’ his wife snivelled.
‘And I’ll mith you motht of all!’ the little boy lithpt … I

mean lisped.
When the Puric had left, his wife wept over her weaving and

cried over her cooking and sobbed over her sewing. ‘Don’t cwy,
Mummy!’ the little boy said.

Suddenly a breeze blew a white butterfly through the
window. ‘It’s a signal from my husband,’ the woman whispered.
‘So long as the butterfly visits I will know he is safe!’

‘What dat?’ her son said and pointed a podgy finger at the
butterfly.

His mother sighed, ‘It’s my lover!’
And so they lived happily till the Puric returned. As it

happened the little boy was pulling weeds in the garden so he was
the first to see his father marching down the road. He ran on to
the road and the Puric swept the boy up into his strong arms.
‘My son! How have you been?’

‘Gweat!’ the little boy laughed.
The man stopped and put him down. ‘Weren’t you upset?

Weren’t you and Mummy lonely?’ he gasped.
‘No!’ the little boy laughed. ‘Mummy’s lover came to thee her
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everwee day!’
The man picked up his mighty club, raced into the house and

smashed his wife till she was a crushed corpse.
The little boy came in and saw the butterfly flutter round the

head of his panting father. ‘Look, Daddy!’ he cried. ‘Here is
Mummy’s lover, come to thee her!’

Live like a lord
It seems to have been much more fun to be an Incan emperor. Why
not try it and find out what it was like? If  you want to be Incan
emperor (Sapa Inca) of your class then here’s a quick guide…

You looking at me, mate?
The Sapa Inca is descended from the sun – a sort of sun son. No one
can look at the sun, so no one can look at you directly. Wherever you
go your subjects must look down … or else. When the lower classes
want to speak to you they must turn their backs and bow to show
respect. (Though someone turning and bowing may show their
backside, which hardly shows respect!) At court the Sapa Inca often sat
behind a screen.

Atahuallpa spoke from behind a screen to his brother who passed on
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the messages like a walking cordless telephone.

Tassel hassle
It’s no use being an emperor if  you don’t let people know you’re in
charge. As Sapa Inca you wear a special fringe not a crown. On your
head-dress you wear a fringe of red, woollen tassels hung from little
gold tubes.

Tinge that fringe
Pick your heir – the favourite son of yours who will take the throne
when you die or decide to retire. Your heir wears his hair under a
fringe that’s tinged bright yellow. (Try saying that with a mouthful of
mushy peas!) He also has a stick with a feather on it that sticks out 10
cm from his forehead.

Plug that lug
Pierce your ears. Male members of the Incan royal family and nobles of
pure Incan blood wore huge earplugs (earrings that stretch pierced
ears). Unlike anyone else in the empire they cropped their hair. The
size of hole in your ear shows how noble you are; the larger the hole,
the more noble the wearer. A conquistador said…
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Francisco Pizarro, the Spaniard who came and conquered the Incas,
was amazed to see that the Incan king had earlobes that hung to his
shoulders and that the ear discs worn by some Incan nobles were as
large as oranges. You could try this short cut to emporer-sized ear-
lobes…

Perhaps the strangest custom of all was for the royal family to fit
earplugs … to their llamas!

Nibble your nosh
The Incas didn’t have tables. They ate off  cloths on the floor. But you
are an emperor! We can’t have that.
First, sit on your throne – a curved piece of wood about 20 cm high.
Send everyone else out of the room – because a Sapa Inca always eats
alone.
Now clap your hands and your serving women will bring in your
food – they will stand there, holding the plates while you eat from
them.
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But there is one Sapa Inca habit you probably shouldn’t try at home –
or in your school dinner hall. A conquistador said …

Yeuch!

Pick up that litter
As Sapa Inca you are too grand to walk. You will be carried everywhere
in a ‘litter’.
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The holes in the side let the air in and let the emperor see out, but
peasants can’t see in. Why not train 20 strong and steady litter-carriers
and go for a quick run down the motorway? Your wives and your
treasure can follow on in hammock-litters.
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Live like an Inca
Crime time
There was very little crime in Tahuantinsuyu because everyone shared
what they owned so there was no point in stealing. But what would
happen to a man who murdered his wife? Well, for a start, he would
NOT be locked in prison.

There were three main crimes to be punished: murder, insulting the
emperor, and insulting the gods. The punishment for these was death
and the Incas had a nice simple way to execute someone. What was it?
a) They would cut the criminal to pieces and feed them to the guinea
pigs.

b) They would drown the criminal in Lake Titicaca.

c) They would throw the criminal off a cliff.

 

Answer: c) Which would you prefer?

 
A rare, but really serious crime was to have one of the emperor’s wives
as a girlfriend. The punishment was to be stripped naked, tied to a
wall and left to starve to death.

Smaller crimes had lesser punishments – nice little things like
having hands or feet chopped off  or eyes gouged out! (The criminal
could see the point of the punishment … but then not much else!)

Particular punishments
We have ‘set’ punishments for some crimes today. So a motorist who
drives 10 miles an hour above the speed limit will be fined a set
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amount and have ‘penalty points’ put on his or her driving licence.
The Incas didn’t have money so they didn’t have fines and they didn’t
have driving licences … possibly because they had no paper. But they
did have ‘set’ punishments for certain crimes.

Could you be a law enforcer in Tahuantinsuyu? Match the crime to
the powerful punishment …

 

Answers: 1b) … witch is not very pleasant.
2e) This sometimes killed the prisoner. If  it didn’t then he was
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left with severe injuries for the rest of his life.
3a) It’s nice to think that, after you are dead, your bones will give
people so much pleasure, isn’t it?
4c) Seems a bit cruel to punish the trees! Maybe they just picked
ash trees to match the ash owner!
5d) A conquistador described this punishment…

 

Foul food
Beastly beer
When the Incas had a festival they enjoyed large amounts of their
‘chicha’ beer. It’s probably more fun to watch llamas being slaughtered
when you’ve had a few pints!

Do you have a school assembly you have to go to? Need a cup or
two of chicha to give you strength? Then follow these simple (but
disgusting) Incan instructions…
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On the other hand you may prefer to stick to lemonade – without the
spit.

Tasty tatties
The Incas ate lots of potatoes. One of their words for these vegetables
was ‘papa’ which Spanish invaders changed a little to give us the
modern word ‘potato’. But the Incas and the tribes they conquered
had over 200 other words for potatoes! (I wonder who counted them?)

We only have about a dozen …
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The Incas even had dried potatoes long before they appeared in your
local supermarket. They picked their potatoes in the autumn when the
Andes days were warm and the nights fell below freezing. Then
they’d…
spread the potatoes on the ground overnight to freeze
let them thaw the next morning
gather them into large piles in the afternoon
trample them under their bare feet to squeeze out the water
spread out the pulp to dry
store it over the winter months
add water whenever they fancied some spuds – just like today’s
packets of dried potato.

The potato crop, like the rest of the Incan farm food, was divided into
three equal parts…
one for the village
one for the stores in case of famine
one for the priests to burn as a gift to the gods.

Wood was scarce in some parts of the Andes so how did you roast your
potatoes? Over a fire of dried llama droppings, of course! (Well, you
enjoy Smoky Bacon crisps – why not Roast Llama Dropping flavour?)

Terrible treatments
The Incas were fairly healthy with no plague-type diseases – until the
conquistadors brought them as a special gift from Spain! But they did
have some sicknesses … and some ways to treat them that your local
doctor would probably not advise today…
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Wicked wounds: Got a nasty llama bite? Been stabbed or stoned
by an enemy warrior? Simply take the bark from a pepper tree,
boil it in water and slap it on the wound. It’s hot stuff  for curing
wounds is the pepper tree.

Dreadful diarrhoea: Take the leaves from the coca plant and chew
them. These wonderful leaves also help lessen your hunger and
stop you feeling sick when you climb those high mountains.

Awful aches : Take a glass knife and gouge a hole between your
eyes. This will cure your headache in no time! Or if  the pain is in
your arm then let out arm blood – you’ll see that there’s no ’arm
in it!
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Hot tots: If  baby has a fever then collect the family pee in a pot
and wash baby in the lovely liquid. If  that doesn’t work then give
it to baby to drink! Yummy drink from Mummy!

Ill infants: All sensible mothers cut their baby’s umbilical cord
when it’s born then dry it and store it. When the child falls sick
just give it the umbilical cord to suck on and it will suck the pain
and evil spirits from its body!

Horrible headaches: Draw an oval on the skull then drill holes
along it about a quarter centimetre each. Lift out the bone and
let out the evil spirits from the head. Another way is to saw two
lines at right angles. Of course the patient would like plenty of
coca leaves to drug them while you do this! There’s nothing like a
hole in the head to drain the pain!
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It seems that the hole-in-the-head treatment worked. Archaeologists
have found skulls with these pieces removed and it is clear the wound
healed and the patient survived.

Did you know…?
Village healers also used a special trick to make sick people believe they
were cured. First they fed the patient black and white corn flour then
hypnotized them into a trance. While the family watched, the healer
pretended to open up the patient’s stomach with a knife. He would
then appear to pull out a nasty collection of snakes, toads and other
objects. (Naturally this was a conjuring trick.) They then cleaned the
blood off  the body and said, ‘Look! The wound is healed and all this
poison inside you is gone!’

The patient would feel better because they really believed they’d
been cured.
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Brush up your appearance
Boys! There’s nothing a girl hates more than rotten teeth and bad
breath. So why not make sure your teeth are clean the Incan way?
Here’s how …

1 Take some molle twigs (from the South American pepper tree – the
garden hedge will NOT do).
2 Roast the twigs over a hot fire till the ends are smoking.
3 Place the hot roast twig against your gums.
A conquistador described what happened next…

Now, lads, go out and find your dream girl. With luck she will be a
cannibal who enjoys kissing a lad who tastes of roasted human flesh.
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HORRIBLE HISTORIES HEALTH WARNING
Do not try this! A baboon’s bum is red and healthy but you
wouldn’t want it in your mouth! Remember, smoking can
damage your health … and so can putting a smoking twig into
your mouth.

Funny money
The Incas didn’t use money. They exchanged their work for what they
wanted. Good idea for school…

They also used materials and clothing as a sort of money. Not such a
good idea…

It isn’t as if a sort of money hadn’t been invented. The Sican people
(conquered by the Incas) used copper axe-heads as coins. You can
make these yourself  and be the richest Sican in your class. All you
need is half  a tonne of sheets of copper and a big hammer. Cut and
hammer the copper into axe-head shapes. Each one is about 5 cm long
by 3 cm wide.

Rich Sican lords were buried with up to 500 kg of these axe-heads,
stacked up in piles of 500 around them. Sican lords were also buried
with up to twenty human sacrifices.
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The Incas never copied the idea of copper-axe money, which may
not be a bad thing. After all, the Bible says the love of money is the
root of all evil. So maybe the Incas simply decided the copper axe-
coins were just axing for trouble!

Funnier money
Another reason the Incas had no money may be to do with the way
they thought. So, you and your parents and the people in your country
think…

… but an Inca would think…
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The conquistadors never really understood this. An Incan lord would
have lots of wives so he could have lots of children and grandchildren
– that would make him ‘rich’. The Spanish were horrified and wanted
to hang an Incan lord, Don Juan, because he had lots of wives.

Don Juan tried to save his life in two ways…
1 Don Juan gave a fortune in buried treasure to the Spanish officer
who wanted him executed. It was valuable to the Spaniard, but not to
Don Juan.
2 The Spanish officer said, ‘Send your extra wives to the home of a
good Christian woman to learn Christianity.’ Don Juan sent the Incan
women … but cheated and kept his favourite extra wife at home. He
sent another woman in her place.

Sadly the Spanish discovered the bribery and the trickery. Don
Juan was very quickly hanged … for doing what his ancestors had
always done.

Inca Inquisition
Have you noticed how teachers like to ask you questions? Why do they
bother when they probably know the answers?

It’s time to turn the tables and torment your teacher with this
simple quiz. If  they get less than 5 out of 10 they are probably ready
for early retirement. If  they get more than 5 out of 10 then they were
probably around in Incan times and are ready for retirement anyway!
Answer true or false…
 
1 When an Inca became too old to work they were turned into a
mummy and buried … even if they weren’t dead!
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2 Old people were given the job of collecting lice.
3 Inca Huaca was released by the people who captured him because he
cried.
4 Atahuallpa’s leading general, Chalcuchinma, had his legs burned to a
crisp to get him to reveal Incan treasure stores.
5 Emperor Atahuallpa’s chair carriers gave up when the Spanish
chopped off their hands.

6 Modern Peruvian men have mock sling fights in memory of their
Incan ancestors, but no one gets hurt.
7 The Incan warriors were expert archers.
8 The Incas enjoyed popcorn.
9 The Incas ate dogs.

10 The Incas rode on llamas.
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Answers:
1 False. The Incas were among the first people to look after their
old people. They had the first old age pensions – food supplies
not money, of course. Some of the emperor’s wealth was set aside
for widows, orphans, old people and the disabled. The emperor’s
collectors took more food and materials than they needed, then
they stored it in case there was a drought or a famine. (A bit like
the way you save in a piggy bank. But, being from the Andes
they probably had guinea-piggy banks!) The blind were given the
task of picking seeds out of cotton plants and were paid with food
and shelter.
2 True. When you were too old to farm you went to the Incan
food store and you collected your old-age food pension. This was
usually at the age of fifty. (Nowadays you get a bus pass at sixty
and that’s all – and they taste terrible.) But the old were expected
to make themselves useful. Collecting firewood … and collecting
lice. You then took your collection of lice to the leader of your
family group.

3 True. But Huaca had an incredible talent … he cried tears of
blood! His captors were so amazed they set him free. (Don’t try it
yourself or you’ll make a right mess of this book.)
4 True. But don’t feel too sorry for the general. His favourite
sport was drinking from the skulls of dead enemies. He survived
the charred legs to go on and poison the emperor who took
Atahuallpa’s place. Not a nice man.
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5 False. It is TRUE that they had their hands chopped off … but
they did NOT give up their work, carrying Atahuallpa around
the country! They carried the covered chair (litter) on their
shoulders until they bled to death. (Maybe they carried on
because they were devoted servants – or maybe because the Incas
had a law against dropping their litter!)
6 False. The men from rival regions fight one another like knights
fighting for the love of beautiful girls. These are mock fights yet
every year several men get themselves killed.
7 False. The warriors preferred to use stones fired from slings.
They didn’t use bows and arrows because good wood for bows
doesn’t grow in the Andes.
8 True. Corn was their main food and they ate it toasted, boiled
or ground into flour and baked. They also heated it till it
‘popped’. Pity they didn’t invent the cinema to go with the
popcorn.
9 False. The Incas conquered the Huanca tribe and the Huanca
loved to eat dog as a special treat. The Incas were a bit disgusted
by this. They much preferred to eat guinea pigs (roasted or in a
stew). The little furry friends ran around the house like pets till
they were wanted for dinner. The Incas also ate llama meat (tastes
a bit like mutton) but generally not much meat at all.
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10 False. Llamas were used like donkeys to carry loads but the
Incas never rode them. Probably because the llamas have a nasty
habit of stopping and sitting down for hours on end if  they are
overloaded or upset! The Incas were also wary of the llamas’
greatest skill – spitting a long way, with a great aim, at anything
(or anyone).
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The cruel conquest
By 1532 the Incas had conquered dozens of states and ruled over 12
million people who spoke at least 20 different languages. Their empire
stretched 2,000 miles from north to south and 500 miles east to west.

But the Spanish had discovered America thanks to Christopher
Columbus. They smashed the Aztecs in Central America then they
began to march south, looking for treasure. The Incas were attacked by
Spanish invaders – all 250 of them! (Oh, all right, 198 soldiers and 62
horsemen if you want to be picky.)

So the Incas outnumbered the Spanish about 60,000 to 1. No
contest?

Timeline
1526 Francisco Pizarro from Spain lands on the coast of Peru and is
welcomed by the rich Incas. He is given lots of gold – he’ll be back for
more, of course. Next time he’ll have an army!

1527 Emperor Huascar, one of Huayna’s sons, takes the throne. His
half-brother, Lord Atahuallpa, decides to fight him for it Atahuallpa
wins and captures Huascar.
1532 Pizarro and his little army arrive back in Peru and meet the
young emperor Atahuallpa. The Spanish kidnap Atahuallpa and hold
him to ransom. Many Incas believe the Spanish could be fair-skinned
gods. They don’t fight.
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1533 The Incas pay Atahuallpa’s ransom, but the Spanish execute him
anyway. That is a very sneaky thing to do. End of Incan Empire and
the start of Peru’s suffering.

1537 Incan rebel Manco Capac II sets up a new Incan kingdom at
Vilcabamba. It can’t last.
1541 Pizarro is assassinated … not by the Incas though. This is a
seriously unpopular bloke.
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1572 The last Incan rebel stronghold is captured and emperor Tupac
Amaru, son of Manco, is beheaded. Without a head the new Incan
Empire is finished – and without a head Tupac Amaru isn’t too grand
either!

1600 For every hundred Incas alive when the Spanish arrived there are
now only ten. Slavery and diseases from Europe have almost wiped
them out in seventy years.
1782 Tupac Amaru II, descendant of last Incan emperor, leads a
revolution against Spanish rule … and fails. The Spanish make him
watch the executions of his wife and sons, then they hang, draw and
quarter him. (And you thought the Incas were cruel?)

1808 South American countries begin to rebel against Spanish rule.
1824 The Spanish are defeated and new countries are formed. In the
old Incan homeland the country of Peru is set up.

75



Peculiar Peru
The Incas said they lived in Tahuantinsuyu. So, how come the
Spanish arrived and called it Peru? Here’s how…

The Spanish landed on the east coast of America. In 1511 the
Spanish conquistador, Balboa, was weighing some gold when a young
Amerindian chieftain struck the scales with his fist and said…

Then the Spanish heard stories of ‘The Golden Man’ – a South
American king who was so wealthy he covered himself  in gold dust
every morning before he took a bath in his holy lake.
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The Incas were doomed from that moment. It took the Spanish
twenty years to find ‘Peru’. But once conquistador Pizarro arrived the
Incas had had their chips. (Pizza and chips have always gone well
together.)

Powerful Pizarro
The leading conquistador in Tahuantinsuyu was the Spaniard
Francisco Pizarro (or Franny to you and me). With his 260 men he
conquered millions of Incas. Who was this Pizarro? Some sort of
Superman? Here are some terrible truths…

Franny’s fantastic facts
1 Franny grew up in Spain as a poor boy whose job was to look after
the pigs. That’s where he first learned to bring home the bacon.
2 It is said that his parents ran away and left him. He survived because
he was brought up by a sow!
3 Franny never learned how to write (the sow never taught him). He
couldn’t even write his own name and it was needed on the official
documents. So what did Franny do? He had a stencil made of his
name and coloured it in when he needed to sign a paper!

4 Franny joined the explorer Nunez de Balboa when he crossed
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Panama and discovered the Pacific Ocean in 1513. Balboa was
beheaded by the king’s trusted general, Pedrarias Davila. Franny
wasn’t daft and he became a follower of Davila and kept his head.
5 Franny then joined up with the soldier Diego de Almagro and they
set off  to conquer lands south of Panama. The people of Panama
couldn’t believe anyone could take such a risk – they nicknamed
Almagro and Pizarro’s little army ‘the band of lunatics’. The Panama
people were right; Franny came back with just a little gold – and left
behind a lot of dead soldiers.
6 On his next expedition into South America Franny was wounded by
arrows seven times but carried on.

Franny and 250 Spanish soldiers retreated to the safety of an island
where he made a famous speech. He drew a line in the sand and said
…

Would you cross the line? How many of those 250 gallant Spanish
men crossed Franny’s line? Was it …
a) 13?
b) 113?
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c) 213?
 

Answer: a) Just 13 swallowed this brave talk and joined him. He
must have felt a bit of a twit!

 
7 Like all great leaders Franny had a lot of luck. One of his ‘Glorious
Thirteen’ was a giant of a man called Pedro de Candia. This man
offered to explore the trail ahead alone. He said …

De Candia carried a metre-long wooden cross and marched towards the
Incan town of Tumbez. It’s said the Tumbez councillors released the
Emperor’s lion and tiger on to the path. The creatures weren’t hungry
and lay down at de Candia’s feet. He patted them on the head and the
people of Tumbez were gobsmacked. Or god-smacked. They were sure
de Candia had come from the sun god and worshipped him.

8 Peru was peppered with Pizarros. Franny’s three brothers helped
him to conquer the country. None of the brothers lived happily ever
after. One, Hernando, went back to Spain and was locked in prison for
20 years for his great work! He was released and died at the age of 100
in terrible poverty.

Plotting Pizarro
The Spanish arrived in Tahuantinsuyu looking for gold. The King of
Spain had given them ships and paid the Spanish soldiers. In return
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he wanted South American gold. Lots of it. Lots and lots and lots of
it.

Exam time for teacher. Ask your history teacher, ‘Can you answer
each of these questions in just two words…?’ (Of course they’ll fail!
Teachers can never use two words when two hundred will do!)

Franny Pizarro may not have been able to read and write … but at
least he could answer these horrible historical challenges. Could you?
 
Question 1: How did a handful of Spanish conquistadors defeat the
vast numbers of Incan warriors?

Answer: They cheated.
 
Pizarro led his men into the city of Cajamarca – the Incas thought this
might have been a visit from some wandering gods and didn’t try to
resist.

Then Pizarro sent a message to Emperor Atahuallpa…

Pizarro then had his cannon hidden covering the square and horsemen
in the side streets. The Incas had never seen a cannon or a horse
before. When Atahuallpa’s bodyguard marched into the square the
cannon opened fire and the horsemen rode in to finish them off. Up
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to seven thousand were butchered and Atahuallpa was taken prisoner.
It makes those Spanish soldiers sound like brave but heartless killers.
Yet Pedro Pizarro, who was there, said …

Pizarro may sound like a ruthless and cruel villain. But then
Atahuallpa’s plan had been to capture the Spanish, sacrifice some of
them to the gods and turn the others to slaves … after cutting off their
naughty bits. Pizarro just got his attack in first!
 
Question 2: How did Pizarro get the Incan wealth from all corners of
the 2,000 mile empire?

Answer: Ransom Atahuallpa.
 
That way you get the Incan people to bring their treasure to you!
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Pizarro had Emperor Atahuallpa locked in a cell. He simply said …

The Incas, incredibly, agreed. They brought 13,265 pounds of gold
(6,017 kilos, give or take a nugget). They also brought 26 pounds (12
kilos) of silver. I guess that was their small change. It took the Incas
eight months to bring all the treasure to the city.
 
Question 3: How did Pizarro make sure Atahuallpa didn’t destroy him
once the ransom was paid?

Answer: Kill Atahuallpa.
 
Oh, yes, I know the Incas imagined their Emperor would be set free
once the ransom was paid. But Pizarro wasn’t daft. He never planned
to let Atahuallpa go.

He said to Atahuallpa, ‘We will burn you to death!’
That upset the Emperor a bit because he wanted his body to be

turned into a mummy after death … and it’s a bit hard to make
anything out of ashes (unless it’s an ashtray, of course).

Pizarro made a deal. ‘Tell you what, Atty, old man. If  you agree to
become a Christian then I’ll be really kind to you and have you
strangled instead!’

Atahuallpa agreed.
The Emperor was tied to a stake, a cord was placed round his throat

and tightened by twisting a stick until he was strangled – a cheerful
little execution method called the garrotte.
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Of course Atahuallpa didn’t mind too much … he was sure he’d be
reborn again! Emperors didn’t die, they just found a new body!

The Incan armies were lost without their leader and the small group
of conquistadors easily took control. Pizarro had just one problem …
and it wasn’t with the Incas…

Awful Almagro
The trouble with being a great success is that some people will get
jealous and hate you. If  you want to be popular then be a failure and
everyone will love you! The man who hated Franny Pizarro more than
anyone was fellow Spanish conquistador, Diego de Almagro.
Almagro and Pizarro conquered Tahuantinsuyu between them but
Pizarro was the Spanish King’s pet and Almagro got jealous.
Almagro was sent south to help conquer Chile. Not only did he fail,
but the Incas in Cuzco rebelled while he was away.
When Almagro returned to fight the rebels he turned to Pizarro’s
brothers for help … but they refused to obey his orders during the
fighting.
Almagro put the brothers in prison and Pizarro was not a happy
bunny.
Spaniard fought Spaniard as Pizarro attacked Almagro. When Pizarro
captured his old friend he showed Almagro the same mercy he’d
shown to Atahuallpa. He had him strangled in the same way – then
had his head cut off just to make sure!

Getting it In-ca neck
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Almagro’s expedition to Chile was a disaster because he made some
daft mistakes. For a start he set off  over the mountains in winter. Even
the tough Incan helpers froze to death. Almagro set out with 12,000
Incas and 10,000 died in that first winter.

The Incas were chained together in long lines with iron collars
around their necks …

When an Inca fell sick it would take a long time, with frozen fingers
and cold keys, to unfasten that collar. Almagro came up with a quick
way of removing the Inca from the neck collar so the march wasn’t
held up for long. What was Almagro’s short cut?

 

Answer: He chopped off the Inca’s head.

 
Did you know…?
Almagro wasn’t the only conquistador to fail in Chile. The next
conquistador to return to Chile, Pedro de Valdivia, who tried to take
over the region in the 1550s, died when the Indians poured molten
gold down his throat, saying,

Franny’s finale
Franny was killed by Almagro’s son and his Spanish friends in the
end, not by the Incas. He had built himself  a palace in Lima and
that’s where they got him. But he went down fighting. He killed two
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of his attackers and then they came up with a wonderful plan – they
threw one of their mates at Pizarro’s sword! (Nice friendly thing to
do!) As Pizarro tried to pull his sword out of this third corpse they
stabbed him in the throat.

Franny died a Christian. He dipped a finger in the blood from his
throat and made the sign of a cross on the floor. He kissed the bloody
cross … then the last blows rained down on him. Plenty of people
went to the funeral but no one cried. The leader of the assassins,
Almagro’s son, got the chop a year later.

Awesome Atahuallpa
It’s easy to say, ‘Aw! Poor Atahuallpa! Tricked and murdered. It’s not
fair!’ But the truth is Atahuallpa took the throne from his half-brother
with trickery and murder … so perhaps he got what he deserved!

Atahuallpa ruled in the north – Atahuallpa had been his dad’s
favourite so Dad gave him a region of his own before he died. But that
made the new Emperor (Atahuallpa’s brother Huascar) nervous. First
Atahuallpa promised to obey the Emperor…

He sent the best soldiers he had, armed to the teeth! By the time
Huascar realized this was actually an invading army it was too late. He
was captured and his guards slaughtered in front of his eyes.

Atahuallpa wasn’t finished …
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When they arrived he had them all put to death! That left the main
danger lying in Atahuallpa’s royal family – his 200 or so brothers and
cousins.

That should do it, eh? No. The women and children of the royal
family had to go next. They were starved and then hung by the neck
or the waist and left to die. (A Spanish writer said they were hung ‘in
ways too disgusting to mention’ … so we won’t mention them.)

Enough, Atahuallpa? Nope! The servants and water-carriers and
gardeners and cooks were massacred too. In some cities just one man
remained for every ten women.

Now he was safe from his half-brother. The trouble was he had
weakened his fighting men when the threat came from the Spanish
invaders.
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Awfully big mistake, Atahuallpa!

The men with soft swords
Atahuallpa had defeated Huascar when he heard about the strangers
who had arrived. He also heard about their guns, swords and horses –
the things that would defeat him.

But the Incan generals didn’t want to scare Atahuallpa so they told
him a few little fibs…

They did … and they weren’t! When Atahuallpa arrived a priest
explained the Christian religion to the Emperor … in Latin! He
handed Atahuallpa a Bible … but the Emperor didn’t even know what
a book was! Not surprisingly, Atahuallpa was bored with the sermon
and threw the Bible down. That was when the hidden conquistadors
struck. A Spaniard wrote …
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The writer also enjoyed the fact that while thousands of Incas were
killed, not one conquistador died.

While Atahuallpa was imprisoned he didn’t forget his brother
Huascar. He sent out secret orders to have Huascar killed!

Silvery suffering
The Incan peasants had worked for their leaders and in return their
leaders had cared for them. But the Spanish conquistadors made the
Incan peasants work with just enough to keep them alive.

The greatest suffering was in the silver mines. The Spanish back in
Spain were desperate for money (to pay soldiers to fight wars). The
silver mine at Potosi was discovered and the Spanish worked the Incas
to death to get its treasures.

Yet it wasn’t the Spanish who discovered the mine. It was a llama
herder. The story goes like this …
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The shaking mountain was probably a small earthquake.
That old story of angry gods didn’t bother the Spanish when they

heard it. In 1571 they started mining for the silver and paid the
workers with what?
a) pieces of the silver
b) pieces of farmland
c) pieces of cloth
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Answer: c) The Spanish gave cloth to the chiefs who shared it out
among the Incan mine workers. Imagine your teachers being paid
in cloth!

 
So many Incas suffered in those mines they must have wished that
herder had kept his mouth shut.

Working woes
The Spanish found new ways to make money from the Incas and
brought them new ways to die…
In the silver mines the workers would sweat to fill their cloaks with
rocks then drag them to the surface. When they reached the cold air
at the top of the mine they were chilled and many caught pneumonia
and died.
In the mercury mines the mercury could be breathed in with the dust
and could poison the miners. It gave them raw throats, fever and a
slow death.
In the sugar-cane factories the Spanish brought in heavy machines to
crush the sugar cane. They often ended up with crushed Incan
peasants as well.

Routed rebels
Of course the Incas tried to rebel against Spanish rule from time to
time. Not very successfully. They not only failed but suffered terribly.

During Manco Capac’s Easter Uprising, in 1536, Spanish soldiers
came towards the city to put down the uprising, and the Incan fighters
taunted the Europeans by lifting their bare legs at them! (The insult is
still used in the Andes.) Insulting, perhaps – but not very effective!
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The battle raged for over a month. The Spanish tried terror tactics:
they chopped up Indian women and cut off  the right hands of captive
warriors to toss them out of their fortress for the Indians to find.

After the Cuzco uprising, Pizarro first tried to befriend Manco
Capac. That failed, so the Conquistador had Manco’s sister-wife…
stripped
tied to a tree
whipped with rods
shot to death with arrows.

Then her corpse was put in a basket and floated downstream into the
Incan camp.

Pizarro also burned alive Manco’s best general and 15 other
important Incan captains.

Manco thought he’d made friends with a Spanish ally of Almagro,
but the Spaniard stabbed him to death. Some friend.
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Terrific temples
When the conquistadors arrived in Cuzco they could scarcely believe
their eyes. In fact conquistador Pedro de Cieza de Leon said …

But in his book Chronicle of  Peru he wrote down enough to give a
glittering glimpse into the strange world where they came, they saw
and they robbed.

No wonder the greedy Spanish eyes popped out!
But the Incas didn’t just cover their Sun Temple with gold. They

were also great artists and filled the palace with golden models.
Imagine Madame Tussaud’s where everything is made of gold instead
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of wax!

And, in the Incan world every scrap of gold belonged to just one man:
the Emperor. The Spanish planned to change that completely … and
for ever. They stripped off  the gold, melted down the statues and
shipped the lot back to Spain!

Savage sacrifices
What did the Incas actually do in their Sun Temple? They made
sacrifices to their sun god. If  you can build a gold-plated palace, 100
metres long and 30 metres wide, then you can try this for yourself…
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Yes, those cute little bundles of fur, guinea pigs, were turned into
guinea pork as sacrifices. But don’t cringe too much. There are worse
things than roasting pets, as you’re about to find out. But first …

Did you know …?
When an emperor died the Incas would often pluck out his eyebrows
and throw them to the wind as a gift to the gods. Goodness knows
what the gods would do with them! Maybe make eyebrow wigs of their
own?

Killing kids
If  the Incas were in desperate trouble – defeat in battle, famine or
plague – only human blood was good enough to bribe the gods. And
the purest blood was a child’s blood. The Incas believed their gods
preferred a nice sweet kid!

Cold graves
The Incas made their human sacrifices up in the mountains. Germs
don’t like the thin mountain air – they can’t afford oxygen masks –
and the constant cold is like a fridge. So the child sacrifices haven’t
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rotted away. They are still there to be found after 500 years.
A newspaper report in April 1999 described one find, an Incan

sacrifice in Argentina …

She was found 22,000 feet up on the summit of the Lullaillaco
volcano in the north-west Argentine Andes. The 500-year-old
girl’s face looks peaceful in spite of the way she died. They got
her drunk on beer and she was numb with the cold before she was
wrapped in blankets and brightly coloured cloth. Then she was
buried alive.

The little Incan girl’s face is the best preserved of any ever
found. She and another boy and girl were naturally mummified by
the extreme cold and lack of oxygen.

Scans have shown that their organs are not damaged, there
appears to be frozen blood in their veins and the remains of their
last meals are still in their bowels. The girl, whose face can be
seen poking through the dusty rags, was about 14. Her cheeks are
swollen but she looks like one of the dark-skinned children who
play in the streets of Salta today, in the shadow of the mountain
their ancestors worshipped.

Happy gods mean sunny days
It sounds incredibly cruel to take a child to the top of a mountain then
bury them alive. But the Incas believed they were doing the right
thing. If  you asked an Incan priest they would have given you reasons
…
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So children went to a gruesome death to keep a god happy. Very often
the sacrifices were made as a way of saying ‘Thank you!’ to a god for a
great victory in battle.

Terror for teenies
The journey to the top of the mountain took days, with stops every
night in bare stone shelters.
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Did the children know that death was waiting for them at the top of
that mountain? In spite of the beer they had to dope them, the
children must have been terrified.

An archaeologist described one find …

Was it fear? Or was that just the imagination of the archaeologist?

Grave robbers
The child sacrifices were buried with a small supply of food, so they’d
have something to eat on the journey to the next world. They were
also buried with sea shells and gold figures of men, women and llamas.

The Spanish conquered Tahuantinsuyu in order to steal Incan gold,
and treasure-hunters still wreck old graves to steal the golden images.
They don’t care about the history they are destroying and they
certainly don’t have any respect for the poor dead children. An
archaeologist came across one grave that had been blown apart with
dynamite…

99



The statues are often sold to rich collectors so they can’t be seen in
museums where the rest of us can study them. It isn’t only the Incas
and the conquistadors who are ruthless, greedy and selfish.

Pointy heads
Some of the child victims have been found with strange-shaped heads.
It seems that they had wood strapped to their heads from the moment
they were born so the infant heads were forced to grow to a point. The
head took on the shape of the mountain on which they’d be sacrificed!

What if  the mountain had twin peaks? Then the Incan parents
managed to bind the children’s heads in such a way that the skull grew
into two peaks! Horrible but true!

And, after all that effort, they killed them.
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Modern mummy murders
Archaeologists who visit the sites to examine sacrificed mummies make
a gruesome claim …

Another visitor to the Incan lands that are now in Argentina said …

Which is a bit like a head-teacher killing and eating a pupil every year
to make sure they have good exam results! Let’s hope no head-teacher
reads this book.

Did you know…?
You may think the Incas were bloodthirsty, but some of the other
tribes in Tahuantinsuyu were worse. The Spanish Friar Valverde, who
baptized Atahuallpa, tried to flee when Francisco Pizarro was
assassinated. He got to Ecuador, but was captured by Indians in Puná,
who killed him … then ate him. (They probably sold him at a Friar
Tuck shop.)
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Llucky llama
In April each year the Incas had a ceremony in honour of Napa – the
white llama. A white llama was dressed in a red shirt and had gold ear
ornaments attached. He drank chicha beer and chewed coca leaves, the
same as the priests.

Then he made a chicha sacrifice to the gods. How on earth can a llama
make a sacrifice? Pots of chicha were laid out in the temple and the
llama was sent in to kick them over! (Bet you wouldn’t have thought
of that!) And the biggest treat for the llama wasn’t the beer … it was
the fact that the priests let him live. The Napa llama was never
sacrificed!

 
Other llamas weren’t so lucky…
two ‘red’ llamas were always sacrificed at a wedding
100 llamas were sacrificed every month at the Sun Temple
thousands of llamas were sacrificed to the gods before a big battle

What if there were a drought or a famine? What would the people do?

That’s an awful llot of llama.
And you really wouldn’t want to know how the priests went about

sacrificing a llama, would you? You would? Oh, very well, they slit
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their throats. (And that makes a right mess on a white llama’s coat.)
And you really wouldn’t want to know what the priests did with the

blood, would you? You would? You are sick! If  you must know the
priest drank some of the blood and scattered the rest on the ground.

Did you know…?
Modern visitors to the ancient sacrifice site at Mount Sara Sara can
stock up with food for the journey. In the villages at the foot of the
mountain you can buy dried frogs. This is to make that popular dish,
frog soup. If that’s what you enjoy then hop over to Peru!
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Groovy gods
Who were these gods who had to be kept supplied with fresh meat?
The Incan gods could be grim and gruesome – like a lot of gods in a
lot of countries. Here are a few for you to worship if you feel like it.

Viracocha
Job: Creator of Earth, humans and animals.

You may like to use one of his other names…
Lord Instructor of the World (Sounds like he was a head-teacher!)
The Ancient One (Yes … definitely a head-teacher!)
The Old Man of the Sky.

Tall tales: Viracocha not only made humans – he also destroyed them,
made them again out of stone, then scattered them around the world.
After teaching humans how to survive he took his cloak, made it into a
boat and sailed off into the Pacific Ocean.

Some Incas said that was a silly story …

Viracocha was a good friend to the Incas. When Emperor Pachacuti
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was under attack by the Chanca, Viracocha appeared to him in a dream
and encouraged the Emperor on to victory. Pachacuti made a temple
to Viracocha in Cuzco to say ‘Thanks’.
Appearance: Pachacuti had the god’s image made in gold. This figure
was about the size of a 10-year-old child. Was Viracocha a small god?
Or was Pachacuti just a bit mean with the gold?

Inti
Job: Sun god.
He is named after an Incan emperor called Inti, which means ‘My
Father’, because Inti was thought to be the parent of the Incan lords.

Appearance: A human face on a golden disc with sun-rays around the
edge.

Mama-Kilya
Job: Moon mother and wife of Inti
Tall tales: The Incas believed that when Mama Moon cried her tears
fell as silver. (A very handy mama to have if  you need some extra
pocket money! Chop an onion under her nose and get enough to buy a
new computer game!)

Apu Illapu
Job: Rain-giver and god of thunder.
This was the god the common people prayed to mostly because rain
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was so important to them.
Terrible tales: Temples to Apu were usually in high places. When the
people needed rain they climbed up to the temple and made a
sacrifice. This was often a human sacrifice. It was a sort of straight
swap – a human life for a shower of rain. (If  your grandad’s cabbage
patch needs some rain then you may like to sacrifice a history teacher
to Apu and see if it works.)

Appearance: You can’t see Apu but you can see his shadow – it’s the
band of stars we call the Milky Way. The Incas believed Apu took his
water from the Milky Way. (That’s daft, of  course, because it would
rain Milky Rain if it was true. The streets would be covered in butter!)

Pray-time
The Incas had priests and temples in every corner of their empire and
a chief priest in Cuzco who was nearly as powerful as the Emperor.

As well as a temple you could pray at a ‘huaca’ – that’s a holy place.
But this holy place could be…
a mountain
a bridge
a mummy (especially the mummy of a dead emperor)
a cairn (a pile of stones by the side of a road – add a stone and the
gods will grant you a safe journey).
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Mummy magic
Going into battle? Then you need the help of the dead Incan
emperors. Here’s how to get it …
1 Take out their mummies and parade them in front of the warriors.
(There was no mummy of the first emperor, Manco Capac, who
turned to stone when he died.)
2 Get a military band to play music on bone flutes (made from human
shin-bones) and tambourines.
3 Have poets recite long epic poems about the dead emperors. You
may want to try this when your school next does battle with a rival
school in soccer, hockey, netball or tiddlywinks. Parade your mummies
while the school orchestra plays and recite an Incan epic. If  you don’t
know any Incan epics then make one up, something like this …
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Scary! No wonder the Incas won most of their battles!

Make that mummy
The emperor mummies were different to the sacrifice mummies that
are found frozen on the mountain tops today. The emperor mummies
were prepared more like Egyptian mummies. Their insides were taken
out and they were stuffed with herbs. The eyes were then taken out
(nice job for someone) and replaced with shells that were made to look
like eyes.
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The emperor’s mummy was then stored carefully and well looked after
by a team of servants. They made sure their mummy-monarch had…
regular changes of clothes
a cloth laid with his favourite food each day
a special treat … visits from the most beautiful of the Chosen
Women from the temple.

It was never boring being an emperor’s mummy. As well as getting out
and about in parades he would also be visited by the royal family who
wanted advice. All in all it was a hectic and tiring life being dead.

Horrible horoscopes
The Incas believed that life was controlled by the gods and you had to
check with them before you did anything. With the help of the priests
you could…
discover a criminal
tell who would win a battle
find the cure for a sickness.

The best place to chat to a god was at an ‘oracle’, a place where the
god would make himself  known. The oracle at the Huaca-chaca bridge
must have looked a bit weird. A conquistador described it like this …
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The Incas spoke to the oracle and the spirit of  the river spoke back to
them. (A pole as thick as a fat man could have held a priest as fat as a
thin man inside, couldn’t it? The priest could answer the question –
then get to eat the sacrifice when the Incas had gone.) This may sound
very artistic and charming. It wasn’t. Spanish visitors reported that
these ‘oracles’ were spattered with blood from sacrifices – often human
blood.

Here are some other ways to find out about the future…

Faking firemen
It wasn’t just priests at oracles who could cheat. There were men called
yacarca who would speak to the spirits in a fire and answer your
questions. They blew through a tube to make the fire glow red hot.
The fire spirits then ‘spoke’ to anyone who wanted an answer to a
question. But a clever-clogs conquistador spotted that the yacarca was
actually a ‘ventriloquist’ – speaking the fire-spirit answers without
moving his lips!
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Coca crawlers
Another way to tell the future was to look at a dish of leaves picked
from the coca plant. (A bit like reading the future by looking at tea
leaves in a cup as some people still do today.) You could also take a
powerful drugged drink called ayahuasca and see the future in the wild
dreams it gave you. But strangest of all was to watch the way a spider
wandered across the floor. That would tell you everything you wanted
to know!

Llama lungs
Watching spiders not strange enough for you? Then try this …
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Remember, it must be a white llama. Next-door’s cat is just not good
enough.

Strange signs
An ancient Incan story said that one day strangers would land in Peru
and destroy both the Incas and their religion. Emperor Huayna was
worried, but especially when in 1532 he received more ‘signs’ from the
gods…
At the Feast of the Sun an eagle appeared, chased by a flock of
buzzards, and fell at the Emperor’s feet. The priests fed and cared for
it but the eagle died. What was the meaning? If  the king of birds
could be destroyed then so could an emperor?
There were an unusual number of earthquakes. Great rocks shattered,
mountains crumbled and tidal waves swamped the shores. What was
the meaning? If a mountain could fall then so could an emperor?
Comets filled the sky and the moon appeared to have three rings of
light around it – one blood-red, one greenish-black and one smoky-
grey. Of course the moon was believed to be the Emperor’s mother.
What was the meaning? A priest explained to the Emperor …
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Three years later Huayna died, the Spanish had arrived with a new
religion and the priest’s words came true. Amazing! (Bet you wish that
predicting-priest was around today. He could tell you next Saturday’s
lottery numbers!)

So how did the Incas think they might avoid their dreadful fate? By
keeping the gods happy with lots of sacrifices: when Huayna died the
Incas killed four thousand people to be buried with him. (And a fat lot
of good it did them.) All because of a dead bird, a few earthquakes and
a ring round the moon.

Fossil fuel
Who was the most important member of an Incan family? Dad? No.
Mum? No. Mummy? Yes!

The ancient founder of a family – like your great-great … grandad
– would have been turned into a mummy and was the family’s most
valuable member. In fact if  another family kidnapped your mummy it
could be held to ransom!
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The Spanish arrived and were shocked at the way the Incas
worshipped their ancestors. What did the conquistadors do with the
mummies?
a) gave them a Christian burial
b) burned them
c) turned the mummies into shop-window dummies

 

Answer: b) Don’t try this with your grandad … especially if  he’s
not dead yet.

 
Good God
Once the Incan emperors had been defeated the Incas squabbled
among themselves. Some rebelled and some made friends with the
Spanish invaders. Inca killed Inca and Spaniard killed Spaniard as
they fought over land and gold and religion.

The Spanish tried to make the Incas worship the Christian God,
rather than Incan gods and mummies. But just when the plan seemed
to be working a Spanish priest made a horrifying discovery. He told
the governor the shocking news. His letter may have read something
like this …
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The Spanish sent investigators and discovered the rebellion was
spreading fast. It took them three years to destroy all the holy places
(huacas) they could find. They also destroyed 8,000 Incan rebels. The
rebellion failed. Their mummies had let them down!

Purify that priest
The Incas found it painful to rebel against the Spanish Christians.
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Rebel Incas went on doing it in secret. These Incas thought Spanish
priests made the Tahuantinsuyu ground impure by walking on it. So,
after the priests had gone, they used a horribly historical way of
cleaning their pathways…

Don’t try this at home! Dead dogs in rivers can pollute the water, kill
the fish and make drinking water dreadful.
 
A 1613 revolt against the Catholic Church was crushed by the Spanish
and the leaders arrested. These Incan leaders were so upset they
poisoned themselves rather than become Christians.

And when one Incan leader (a Curaca) failed to support his people
they poisoned him. But that sort of violence was rare. Most Incas
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pretended to be Christians but went on worshipping the Incan gods
too.

Terrible tales
Do you have a really grotty little brother or sister? Offer to read them a
little good-night story … then tell them this terrifying tale from Peru.
The Spanish brought their superstitions as well as their religion to
Peru, including a dreadful fear of cats who were thought to be mixed
up in witchcraft and black magic.

Are you comfortable, dear little brother (or sister)? Then I’ll begin.

Once upon a time in Peru there was a six-year-old boy called Jose.
Now, Jose had a cruel and wicked grandfather called Manuel. The
grandfather drank lots of strong wine at the local tavern but that
didn’t make him happy! No, it put him into a terrible temper
and he could be really nasty. (He also had very smelly feet, but
that’s not important so I won’t mention it.)

One night Grandfather Manuel staggered back from the local
tavern in a terrible rage.

‘I’m in a terrible rage!’ he roared.
‘W-w-w-why?’ Jose asked.
Grandfather Manuel frowned and his ugly face twisted in

disgust. It was as if  someone had stuck his smelly feet under his
nose. ‘Don’t ask stupid questions!’ he roared. ‘Ooooh! Me chest!’
he gasped.

The old man’s eyes popped, his knees flopped, his tongue
swelled, his feet smelled and he fell forward, flat on his ugly face,
dead!

‘Ooooh! What a shame!’ the people of the village wailed on
the streets.
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‘Yippee!’ the people of the village cheered when they were
alone in their homes.

That was until they heard about the strange will he had
written before he died. Grandmother Consuela read it to little
Jose (who was a bit too young to read).

Grandmother Consuela quivered and Jose shivered. ‘I can
smell the fires of Hell in this!’ the old woman wailed.

‘I thought it was the smell of his feet,’ her grandson sighed.
The evil smell filled the room where the coffin lay. No one

came to visit the corpse – who can blame them?
At midnight a distant church bell rang. In the trembling

silence a black cat stalked into the room. It had eyes as red as the
coals of Hell. It was followed by a second cat, then a third and
more. Soon every chair in the room was filled by a black cat with
red eyes.
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Grandmother Consuela whispered, ‘Black cats are sent by the
devil himself!’

‘Why?’ Jose asked.
‘To claim the soul of the dead!’ she croaked.
‘His sole? The soles of his feet? Is that why they smell so bad?’

the boy asked.
Before she could reply a cat started to wail and soon every cat

in the room joined in to make a fearful noise like a school violin
lesson.

The candles flickered and there was a soft creaking of the
coffin. Grandfather Manuel sat up. His eyes were lifeless as ever
but his body moved. First one smelly foot, then the other, was
swung over the side of the coffin and the corpse stood on stiff
legs.

The black cats marched from the room, tails held high, and
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the corpse shuffled out behind them.
‘Where’s Grandfather Manuel going?’ little Jose asked.
Grandmother Consuela chewed her knuckles and mumbled.

(You’d mumble too if  you had a mouthful of knuckle.) ‘He was
an evil man in life, now his punishment is to have no peace in
death. The devil has made Grandfather a condenando … he must
wander the earth for ever more, never sleep and never rest!’

‘Ooooh! That’s horrible,’ Jose sighed.
Grandmother Consuela jabbed a bony finger at the boy. ‘And

that’s what’ll happen to you if  you are wicked or cruel to your big
brother (or sister)! The black cats will come to get you!’

When you’ve finished the story your really grotty little brother or
sister will have learned an important lesson from Spanish Peru. If  they
ever dare to upset you again all you have to say (as they say to nasty
nippers in Peru to this day) is, ‘Is that a black cat I see over there?’
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Inca mystery quiz
An Inca would look at you and think, ‘Goodness me! These 21st
century people are strange! They kill one another with metal machines
called “cars”! Children play games with moving pictures where they
learn to massacre hundreds of people on machines called “computers”!
They have delicious meat but mash it up and fry it till it tastes like a
dung-beetle’s birthday cake and they call it a “burger”!’

There’s nothing odd about Incan life – it’s just that it looks that
way to you. So here is a perfectly sensible Inca quiz…
 
1 The Incan people liked to keep their dead kings happy. How?
a) They fed them lots of beer so they could be Incan drinkas.
b) They put the latest books in the grave so they could be Incan
thinkas.
c) They changed the shoes on the kingly corpses every week because
they didn’t want them to be Incan stinkas.

2 We call everyone who lived in the Empire ‘Incas’ today. But in those
days ‘Inca’ was a word that was used for what?
a) Only the men (because women didn’t matter)?
b) Only the people of Cuzco (because conquered people didn’t
matter).
c) Only the royal family (because no one else mattered).
 
3 The Incan Empire of Pachacuti stretched from the Amazon
rainforest in the east almost to the Pacific Coast in the west. Why did
the Incas not settle on the west coast?
a) Because it was too wet.
b) Because it was too dry.
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c) Because they were afraid that sea monsters would jump out and eat
them.
 
4 An Incan emperor wore a ‘poncho’ coat just once. What happened to
each of these ponchos once he’d finished with it for the day?
a) They were given to the poor to keep them warm.
b) They were sacrificed to the gods.
c) They were stored in a special poncho palace.

 
5 Cuzco, like much of the Incan homelands, was 4,000 metres above
sea level where the air is thin and most humans would struggle to
breathe. How did the Incas manage?
a) They had really big strong hearts for pumping what little oxygen
there was around their bodies.
b) They had big noses and big mouths so they could gulp down more
air than most people.
c) They had big air tanks like aqualungs (made from llama skin) that
they filled each day with lowland air and carried home to breathe.
 
6 How did the Incan men get rid of their facial hair?
a) They smothered their whiskers in honey and put their face in an
anthill. The ants chewed off  the honey and the hair. (That’s a sweet
idea.)
b) They shaved using razors made from sharp sea shells. (Shore is a
good idea.)
c) They pulled their whiskers out one at a time using bronze tweezers.
(They needed to be pretty plucky!)
 
7 When an Inca killed an enemy what could he use the dead man’s

123



skin for?
a) To cover a drum … so the enemy will be beaten twice! (Boom!
Boom!)
b) To wrap some sandwiches for the journey home.
c) To scrape thin enough to let light through and use as a window in
the family home.

 
8 An Incan princess died accidentally on a hunting trip. Her
heartbroken Incan love, Illi Yunqui, buried his dead princess in the
Lake of the Incas, high in the Andes. It is said that the water changed
colour as her corpse splashed in and it’s still that colour today. What
colour?
a) Red, from her blood.
b) Green, the colour of her eyes.
c) Gold, the colour of the jewellery buried with her.
 
9 What nickname did the Spanish conquistadors give to the Incas
when they first met them?
a) Big Ears.
b) Noddies.
c) Mr Plods.
 
10 A conquistador rode up to Emperor Atahuallpa and stopped just
short of trampling him – it was meant to show how powerful the
Spanish were. Atahuallpa didn’t so much as blink … but some of his
warriors did. How did Atahuallpa reward the warriors who had shown
so much fear for their Emperor?
a) He gave them each their weight in gold for being so loyal.
b) He gave them a painful death for being cowards.
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c) He gave them a llama to practise trick-riding like the Spanish.

 

Answers:
1a) The Incan lords made some peasants produce extra grain to
brew into beer. This beer was then ‘fed’ to the mummies of the
dead kings who probably became dead drunk as a result.
2c) Only the royal family were ‘Incas’ in Incan times. The Lord
of Cuzco himself  had the title ‘Sapa’ Inca – meaning ‘King’.
There were never more than 1,800 pure-blood Incas of the royal
family. But, when they ran short of a royal to rule they could
‘adopt’ a trusted outsider. These ‘adopted’ Incan royals were
called ‘Hahua’ Incas.

3b) The shoreline of the Pacific was dry and not suitable for
growing crops. It’s said that anyone living there might see a
shower of rain once or twice in their lifetime! The Incas probably
could have conquered it if they’d really wanted.
4b) The poncho was taken to a temple where it was burned as a
sacrifice to the gods. You may like to try this with your dad’s
smelly socks.
5a) Incan hearts could carry 60% more blood round the body
than the average human. And blood carries oxygen to the brain
and the muscles that need it. The air was thin but the Incan
people got more of it. (And put on a dunce’s cap and go to the
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bottom of the class if  you answered c).) The Incas also seemed to
survive the cold better. A Spanish monk, Barnabe Cobos said …

Uh?
6c) Incan men plucked their facial hair out with bronze tweezers.
These tweezers were so valuable to them they were buried with
their owners. That’s a good idea and it must work because you
never see an Incan mummy with a beard!
7a) The Incas went into battle playing drums and tambourines
made with the skin of dead enemies.
8b) The lake is green, said to be the colour of her eyes. (No one
has trawled the lake for her corpse to find out if  she really did
have green eyes. Anyway the fish have probably scoffed them.) It
is said that on still winter nights you can still hear the moans of
her heartbroken love. (More likely to be some tourist moaning,
‘My God, it’s cold up here! I wish I’d worn me thermal
knickers!’)
9a) They called them Big Ears because of the way the Incas
stretched their ear lobes to wear big ornaments.

10b) An example of how Atahuallpa’s soldiers were treated very
strictly. They always did what they were told. So, when
Atahuallpa told them not to harm the conquistadors they didn’t.
They didn’t fight back when the conquistadors began to massacre
them! Atahuallpa’s ruthless rule backfired on him.
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Epilogue
No one says the Incan emperors were kind rulers. But the Incan people
suffered far, far more under the Spanish conquistadors.

The Incan way of life had some good ideas. They said that everyone
should help everyone else with everything. The government tried to
make sure that this happened. Life would be so much easier if  that
happened today!

The Incas also had some pretty dodgy ideas. They believed in
Heaven and Hell like their Spanish conquerors, but they were a little
different. Heaven was the sun where the good people went for warmth
and food – Hell was inside the Earth where the bad suffered cold and
hunger. So children, who were too young to be evil, would go to
Heaven and happiness … and by burying a child sacrifice alive you
were doing the child a favour!

But they lived in a harsh world where earthquakes and landslides
could destroy all they’d spent years building, where it could take days
to walk just a few miles and where survival depended on the warmth
and the kindness of the sun. It was a brutal world so it’s not surprising
there could be brutal people in it.

Pachacuti was one of the greatest ever native Americans. As he lay
dying he managed to be quite poetic about his fate …

He could have been writing about the tribes who inhabited the Andes
before the Incas. He could have been writing about the Incan nation
itself. He could have been writing about the conquistadors.

All a bunch of lilies.
A bitter Incan survivor of the conquest wrote a poem to his gods

about the fate of the Incas …
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All those men, women, children and llamas were sacrificed to the gods.
In return they asked the gods to protect them and care for them.

The gods let them down.
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erry Deary was born at a very early age, so long ago he can’t
remember. But his mother, who was there at the time, says he

was born in Sunderland, north-east England, in 1946 – so it’s not true
that he writes all Horrible Histories from memory. At school he was a
horrible child only interested in playing football and giving teachers a
hard time. His history lessons were so boring and so badly taught, that
he learned to loathe the subject. Horrible Histories is his revenge.
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Don’t miss these horribly handy
handbooks for all the gore and more!
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