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Introduction

History is horrible. People in the past did dreadful things to
one another and committed terrible crimes. They still do.
But by the 1800s the laws had become even more cruel
than the crimes! If vou were caught chopping down someonc
else’s tree vou could be hanged!
SPECIAL

ARE YOU SOME SORT I .
oF TREE. POLICE ? 78 BRANCH

The laws became so cruel you could feel just as sorry for the
villains as for the victims! The prisons were full of poor
people who pinched pennies by picking pockets.

Posh people didn’t have to mug and murder to make
money. They owned the filthy factories and murky mines
where the poor slaved and suffered. Many mine owners
didn’t mind how many died in their damp and gas-filled pits
as long as they themselves made lots of money.

MIGHT BE MURDER IN THE MINE T
SUT MY MONEN T MARVELLGUS
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So, in the dark days of Queen Vietoria, who were the real
villains? The poor, pilfering people of the slums? Or the
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mecan, miserlv men in their massive mansions? And how
would YOLU have got on in thosc terrible fimes?

Teachers mayv tell vou Victona’s Dritam was an exciting
place. ..
o { 1T WAS A TIM

TR gy |l INVETION

Bur it was also a time of cruelty and wickedness.

What vou need is a book that tells you the other side of the
story — the villamoens Victorians., Now, where will vou find a
hook like that. .7
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Terrible timeline 1830s-1840s
1837

In July 1837 a seriously weird artist, Robert Cocking, jumped
from under a hot-air balloon to test a parachute. Robert was 61
years old in 1837 — quite a wrinklic at that time. His parachute
looked like an umbrella when 1t's blown inside out. It was made
to carry his weight — 90 kilos. Sadly Robert forgor to add on the
weight of the parachute itself, another 110 kilos.

$0... A PARACHUTE
MADE T0 CARRY 90
KILOS 1S CARRYINC...

HMM.THIS
| SHOULD BE
INTERESTING |

the basket under the parachute. A hot-air balloon carried the
whole thing 1.5 kilometres into the air over London.



He called up to the balloon pilots...

V I never felt more comfartable or \ |
( more delighled wm omy life. Well, \ T
now 1 think I shall leave you.
Goodnight, Spencer!
Goodanight, Green! j
T T Eh

Brave Bob pulled a rope and let the parachute go. He fell

towards Greenwich in London. He fell very fast. The

stitching that held the parachute was a bit feeble. The basket

fell off and Robert was smashed on the ground like a

hedgehog on a motorway.
And 1t was. ..

And crackers Cocking was crocked.

In July 1837 a seriously weird woman called Victoria
became Queen of Britain. Queen Victoria became famous for
saving, ‘*We are not amused.” But though she never said 1t
she did write in her diary, ‘We were very much amused.’

Tubby Victoria reigned for another 63 years and — even
though she didn’t do a lot — the last 60 years of the 1800s are
known as the *Victorian’ age. So her name 18 remembered.



*Vietorian” men and women like Brave Bob went round
the world, doing darmg and daft things. They risked their
lives so that people like vou and me can live in a different
world. (Well, SOMEBODY had to try things like parachutes
so today’s airmen can fly safely.)

[COULD HAVE YeouLD HAVE BEEN) g (AND SHE COULD
BEEN cauaar% vécmm W% [HAVE LARDED Nl

WORSE 3 ME! HLH HEH
PHR&E&UiE i | ,
Nt Cri MUCH AMUSED |
poty ;;:'& % by T E\ o MDT!

But while brave (though batty) people like Robert Cocking
are forgotten,' un-brave (though fatty) people like Victoria
arc remembered.

Is that fair? No. Most history books tell you abourt the
famous and the fortunate — there are a few rhousand of
them. But most history books don’t tell you about the
forgotten and the failures. There are millions of them, Yet we
can learn just as much from the failures as we can from the
famous!

It’s time someone wrote about the real people in Victoria’s
world. A world full of wild, wacky wonderful people like
Robert Cocking as well as vile, vicious and villainous people
like Jack the Ripper. So here are some of the famous and
fortunate along with the forgotten failures because it takes
both to make real history ...

! Robert Cocking is buried in St Margaret’s Church, Leswisham, London, if you
fancy going along w say ‘thank yvou’. Look for the grave marked: ‘Robert
Cincking whose parachute detached from the Great Nassau halloon in 1837



Lamous and Forfunate

Forgotien and Faited

1838

sambard Brunel builds
Ithe first steamship to cross
the Atlantic, while railways
take people all the way from
London to Birmingham. Brits
are going places fast — but
with lots of choking sooty
smoke. Brunel himself almost
choked on a coin that he
swallowed doing a children’s
magic show. He invented a
machine to turn himself
upside down and shake it out.

2 g

illiam Lovett creates the

‘Charter’, The ‘Chartists’
want votes for all men (but
not women, of course}. They
get a great petition together
and take it to Parliament. But
Parliament throws it out and
Lovett ends up in prison. He
came out and tried selling
books but that didn't make
him any money. Neither did
teaching or writing school
| books. He died in poverty.

1D RATHER
HAVE

THE VOTE

1842 -

homas Arnold dies and

he was only 47. He is one
of the few people ever to
become famous for being a
teacher. He taught at Rugby
School - a school where the
boys had Dbeen
teaching the younger boys
how to riot. Spoilsport Arnold

senior

Biily Bean shoots at
the Queen - but his

gun has more paper and
tobacco siuffed into it than
& qunpowder. Then on 29 May
John Francis fired at [ler
Highness and
missed. He went back the
next day and fired with an

unpopular

1)



pul a stop Lo thal. Terrible
Tom Arnold also brought in
the teaching of French (foul) ¢
and mathematics (miserable].
Blame him.

empty pistol (couldn't afford
the powder). MNeither is
executed and Queen Victoria
is furious. Billy and John -
forgotten failures.

WE SHOULD TEACH
THEM A LESSONM

1 ( DID SOMEQNE)

b

1843

P\ SATLESSONY)

F A

harles Dickens, the

writer, is having a bad
time. His latest book, Martin
Chuzzlewit, is not a huge hit
and he is running out of
money. Will he have o give
up writing novels and get a
proper job? Mo, because this
year he writes the best-selling
blockbuster A Christmas Carol.
Everyone is saved - Dickens,
acrooge and Tiny Tim!

e ——

Frances Evans is a Welsh
preacher’s daughler. She
leads rioters into the
Carmarthen workhouse,
where Frances and the poor
people of the town have been
suffering. Soon soldiers arrive
and batter them. Al
ricters want is 'Better food,
free tools and freedom’. Not
a lot. The riot doesn't do
much good.

the

11



1848

oOmas

Macaulay writes a big fat
history of England - so blame
him for your history tesis. He
says England is gradually
getting better - for him
maybe! He says he isn't oo
bothered about any mistakes
in his writing. S0 he'd never
pass his SATs tests then.

Babington

L

ther MacIntosh is a
F:,Dc:ﬂ Scottish priest. The
Irish Famine is remembered
but peopie forget that Scots
suffered at the same time when
their potatoes rotted and they
starved. Lord Cranstoun at
Arisaig doesn't care about his
clan. Hero Maclntosh is left to
help them. Many die anyway.




Cruel criminals

When Victoria was Queen the poor workers of Britain were
crowded into dark, damp and filthy little houses. (Well, the
houses were handy for the foul factories that belched out
choking smoke; the factories that paid them a pitiful wage.
So the workers suffered the slums.)

But one class of peaple liked the dingy streets and black
back lanes — the criminals. The slums were home to
Whiazzers, Van-draggers and Screws.

You don’t know what they did? Oh, very well, I'll tell you.
Whizzers picked pockets, Van-draggers stole from the backs
of horse-drawn vans and Screws burgled houses.

The really villainous ones carried squirters ... no, not
water pistols, you dummy. Real pistols!

N 742 (M NOT AFRAID
{OF NO a@c IESS

WNE\TH TRAM L usa ﬂ

No, no, no! A *bogie’ was a policeman. -
Now here's a word you really needed to know if vou were
going to survive Victoria’s England. ..

T e
E.’ 'l“.”l ;
G
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Gruesome garrotrers

In the 18505 and 1860s a2 new terror hit the city streets

SArroting.
Hisiories reporter. .

A Victorian villain explained to our Horrivle

1I'M A TOBY, YOU SEE...[" ) FIRST 1 PICK MY E&»:I;Emﬂ’
e A TOBY JUG? DROPSY IN HIS PITT |
AR T8 :
N % ZRM..LOTS GF MONEY
A STREET %GE»&E.R. \_& N HIS WHLLET’ ?

AND A N E, CE KETTLE HND

TREKL.E. GF COURSE AT

S lm-?a N7
%x——--
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THATS WHEN | Yo" B

) At | COMES UP BEHIND 'EM
GARROTTES "EM!

AND PRESSES MY FISTS ON
THEIR WINDPIPE TILL THEY
SEE7 ——y

-
A L

THE TRICK IS NOT 0 PRESS,
100 HARD OR YOU KILL'EM,
L WOULDN'T WANT THAT!

What did half of these villains do when they weren’t robbing
people mn the alleys?

a) They were cab dnivers.
b) They were teachers.

¢) They were policemen.




~JS10Y ULIPOL A0 ],) 'SIAALIP qud 20om Aoy | (B ieaaisug

A newspaper reported: ‘London 1s a battlefield of
raging cabmen.’

By 1863 there were 115 garrotting cascs in London and
other cities in Britain were starting to copy. Of course there
were always ‘honest’ people who made money out of people’s
fear, In the 1806Us 2 new type of men’s clothing appeared...

" SCARED OF GARROTTERS? |
: PROTECT YOURSELF WITH QUR NEW :

' LEATHER COLLAR

. ¥ Wear this tough leather collar round
- your neck and feel safe.

NO GARROTTER CAN HARM YOU WHILE YOU
WEAR THIS WONDERFUL INVENTION

Mm

3 Jriart and comtortabie boo 4
_ ONLY 2 SHILLINGS EACH _ 3

o

i

Putrid punishments

Of course, the villainous Victorians couldn’t be allowed to
get away with their vicious crimes. When thev were caught
they were punished ... and I mean PUNISHED.

16



Would you nab a ‘kettle and tackle' if you could be
whipped for 1t?
Here’s a report of one beating from Leeds Jail.

PRLES B RS S R
W

Her Majesty Queen Victoria's Jail - Leeds ’f

Date:
Prisoner:

Crime:

Sentence:

Reporh

| ]{j’ r@‘fffﬁf,

@ T s
V@D -

‘j\,ﬁ”‘”ffr /867
Tho s fquwmf"; yf &7

ﬁdrfﬂ/ﬁiy and »o5. 43:? Abraiam
Dickenson o zﬂw‘@ near Jewrbury

/6' ve feq?rj # prrden, Z¢ lasses

e crimmal war Hist thapped’ # g
z‘f?kﬁé af wwod. Jhe aicay wreo G mew
cat -oif- mine-rarls Whijp - @ whip W
A HE SErangys ang’ Free dara’ fuxer aF
7%‘? ena’ qa‘d ﬂ:?c‘é/ Iﬁ‘ﬁ'ﬁfd/., fmﬁman i ¢
ok He Frret STvoke i srlence. /&?;’%f e
Jecond he Cricd owF ;,J;/ﬂmé ana’ afder
He dird he cried] Oh doar me! S Ao
blotr ﬁ’/fa’wa/ X&'rf‘é' L/}’/ 4is Crres ' Frew
Sryedor A’/z{rf /2 hroker bus back be @n
% thoi ﬂfdffé’fﬁbﬂ e /E’J'é\}y _ é’y fr
end af He /E'Jéjy 4e was Seream ;jf

-

e = A AN, \"\?\- J

And you thought detention was bad?
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Cruel to criminals
Victorian punishments could be a bit harsh, even if the
villain was a child. If you were lucky, though, you'd just be
fined.

Some of these fine crimes are true and some are false. Can
you tell the fine-crime from the fake...?

T N e e S L P e TR oo ___:-_?
NN Larasy Norrees KT x|

iR ﬁ; -/& ong qour a@? ﬂfé{f 75_7/{* street

b (and betbmng on Fhe wrnnér) ,
|!§' Xz 5&5357 Mﬁfzjr% 4 feacher: ) Fddfw t |

. Jﬂﬂ&éﬁ/ﬁiﬁ, \\'f] J
RV 4 Forpetling fo do gour homeanrk. [ 7911
) ) ri8 A i
k|5 Jhaing on e pavement. ety b
1N é. éz"}ff :?/ﬁ?;?fé'!ﬂﬂ"" d’/%x’fﬁr#. ‘?sa’ag!' I
¥ 7 55{{*? 4 man bat dressed o pm L
I | boment cloifes. ;ﬁ |
Bl & Zﬁ{fyéff‘f o J‘CI;J;:/ igﬁﬁ; s
iR s J;;ﬂﬂ\./f%:?ﬂ carpel i e otoeef gffﬁ 7 i
B 2t Gam. prs ALl

r 0. Puttting your tonguc out af geir
R ded
77. Qumping your dead cot v e road,
i . (t}rffﬁ?éf'ﬁ;? ¢4 f‘-ﬂ‘fé’f’ﬂﬁ, A
|‘ ¥y 2J ;?Zfaw@? orange pecl on e
i) pavement. ‘
! /3 (f:?ﬁ.i_:f Sweers w c/aJ5 . \
.

18
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1 True. Three bovs who trespassed on a man’s land
were each fined just one penny but racing vour dogs on
the road would cost you a pound.

2 False

3 Truec. Snowballing really could get vou a fine back in
Victorian fimes.

4 Ialse,
5 ‘lrue.
6 False.

/  lrue. James Wilson got away with a finc of two
shillings and six pence (12p) for dressing as a woman.

8 False. Being happy in school wasn’t a erime, but
being happy in the streer could be! In 1873 Peter
McKenna was fined £2 for whistling, singing and |
dancmg n the street,

Y Truc.

10 False.

11 True. You could be fined up to £5 for dumping a
dead animal, rotten meat or poo in the street,

12 False.

13 "[rue. Throwing orange peel cost one young man a
12p tme in 1873 — and it's sull a crime today. (So is being
drunk in charge of a horse and cart, which cost
someone £1 in the 1860s.)

14 Falsc. |

14



Putrid prisons

Putrid prisons were for more serious crimes. Were these

punishments fair? Or foul?

e In 1846 William Cleghorn killed Michael Riley in a
boxing match and went to prison for six months.

e In 1873 Thomas Clark sent a chimney sweep lad up a 30-
centimetre-wide pipe where the boy suffocated to death.
Clark got six months in prison.

e In 1875 Isabella Reilly went to prison for seven years for
stealing a purse with £10 in it. Isabella was 19 years old.

PP BRI [ | COULD HAVE KILLED S -
217" THoy] [BOXERS AND SIX CHIMNEY SWEEP 17/
Tl JALE| L BOVSTND BEER OUT QUICKERT
[T/ 7 I A7

William L.ee stole a dress that had been put out to dry and
got a whipping as well as two months in prison.

e FEleven-year-old Ellen Woodman was part of a girl gang
caught stealing scrap metal. She was sent to prison for
seven davs.

: A / £ T
hi W ] e LE: " N .- .l"
7 B c 78 / /
v : s I
SEIREREESCRCEIENU AR aﬂ/é’f @ /’J f

Horribly hard labour

When convicts went to prison they didn’t just sit around and
chat. They had to work - taking thick, rough, used ships’
ropes and untwisting them so the material could be used
again. The work often made their fingers bleed.

20



But it was even tougher when the judge sent them to jail

with ‘hard labour’. Sometimes this meant breaking stones
with a hammer. And if there weren't any stones to be broken,
the prisoners were often given silly jobs just to exhaust them.
Jobs like...

-

e

Hifiursrs ore

I.‘-'\.‘_ 3
o

4 -'\I' LY R S

C SHOTDRILL, “rionti Weekds
e 3

Our reporter has been inside Pentonville Prison to see
the conditions there. He is happy to report those cvil
men are really suffering. If you've ever had your pocket
picked or your house burgled then you'll be glad to see
this, dear reader.

Here is the sort of punishment a man can expect if he is
sentenced to hard labour.

1 There are three lines of
men. At the end of each
line is a pyramid built from
cannonballs. Fach ball is as

R ]
oy B

R

heavy as a sack of coal.

2 The man on the end must
lift a cannonball off the top
and put it down. The next
man must pick it up.

©ora s

3 So each cannonball goes
along the line. The last man
puts it down at his end of
the line,

Y n.llt'!\"l-\ - - PR Y '."' LT e T x\\""'l\'}

-
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4 This goes on until the :
pyramid has been built at the
other end of the line, Once
that has been done, they
begin to move it back again.

5 This goes on and on,
backwards and forwards for
an hour and a quarter. By
this time the men are quite

worn out.

Maybe they will remember this next time they think
 about stealing your wallet! N

o

= . A o
STCELL N S, T T S o o R o WA
R RS il = ¥ ——— e

A reporter said the men worked till they sweated. A few
seconds’ rest might be allowed but mostly the prison warders
shouted and bullied the men to keep going. A warder said. ..

[ The hardest part is picking the cannon-ball up. There's \
[ wnothig 1o gel hold of and thetr hands are slippery with

j % ; o

\ sweat so 1t's like a greasy ball. The work makes the

\ shoulders very stiff too.

T

T
ELHLY W

Makes vour PE lessons look easy, doesn't it?

Anvone who failed to do the “shot drill’ could be sent to
work “the crank’. That is, turning a handle on a machine - a
handle that a strong man could turn once every three

22



seconds. But in Birmingham Prison the punishment was to
turn it ten thousand times. Even a fit man would take over
eight hours to finish.

Prison pain
Young criminals would also be set to work on the crank. If
they failed they were. ..

e fastened into a straitiacket; [ | CANT WORK
e ticd, standing, to the wall of THE CRANK

their cell for four to six |JUST N@W,i'M

hours. A BIT TIED UP
If they famted they had a bucket
of cold water thrown over them. ™™

This happened to one boy called Lloyd Thomas three
days in a row. Lloyd was ten years old. Another boy, Edward
Andrews, refused to work the crank. He was punished for
two months before he managed to hang himself. Edward was
15 years old. No one was punished for the cruelty that drove
Edward to kill himself.

The crank was last used in 1898.

Iry and Fry again
One woman, Elizabeth Fry, led the fight to make 1800s
prisons less cruel. In Preston Prison the treadmulls were
replaced with weaving looms so the prisoners could do some
useful work. Good idea? Not everyone agreed.

Some people fought against her. They said prison should
be tough.

23



The Reverend Sydney Smith, for example, argued thar...

s T4 L"JLD BE A PLACE OF’ REAL SUFEERING.

HSLE, TG: SMAGI NE

/0RK, SHOULD BE AS DUL 15 POSSIBLE-PUSH MG}
AND PULLING INSTEAD OF READING AND WRITING [

HOULD BE NO
THAN WATER=
AND FLOUR
PADDIRGS, FCRTHtE‘s&'ES AN
ARE ﬂR&:m PLOPLE T

ey | B
;::'HQ;} .'-::;'li‘. kel
rrrmg
= gt 1 Vg,

(IS FRY 15 A PLEASANT WQUAN BUT HER f” f
WH*" 1S N[}T THE. ‘IMFW TD STGP ffRiMEﬁ [ﬂ 7 [
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But Mrs Fry slowly made changes. Thanks to her there were:
e separate prisons for men and women;

e different punishments for serious and not-so-serious crimes;
e useful work and training;

e better food, warmrth and clothing for all.

Bur 1t’s [z Fry who 1s famous and remembered, while
savage Syd 1s forgotten.

[~
tn



Gruel to kids

Do you ever get fed up with bemng treated like a kid? Want to
be treated like a grown-up? Not if you were a Victorian kid
you wouldn’t. Because Victorian children could be punished
like adults! One boy told his story to a reporter...

L8

iirs

ard

oo

T

N L]

THE BEGGAR'S TALE

Our reporter met a boy of
about tcn as he left prison
and the boy told his story.
We present it here for our
readers. Judge for yourselves
the state of Queen Victorias
Britain.

I was born in Wishech near
Cambridge. My mother died
when [ was five and my father
My step-
mother hated me so [ ran away.

I lived by begging and

married again.

sleeping rough and made my
way to London. There I'd sleep
on doorsteps or anywhere thar
gave a littfe shelter. [ suffered
terribly from hunger and at
times I thought T'd srarve. |
got crusts but [ can hardly tell

One night T was sleeping
under a railway bridge when 2
policeman came along and

asked me what | was up 1o, [

told him 1 had no place to
go and he said I had to go
with him.

The next morning he took

me to court and told the judge
there were always a lot of boys

-\."-.|Ii

A

-

rEs e

! how I lived. living under the bridge. They :
L'f_'}l".'_i'\x Wk WAL wa ki e e T ok .,\“‘_.E‘;J
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were young thicves and thc}x I'llca rry on begping and go

gave a lot of trouble. T was  from workhouse to workhouse

mixing with them so | was  to sicf:p. 1am unhapp}' but 1

given 14 days in prison. have to get used to it _

¥
TR iy it R L | i

We don't know what happened to this boy. Did he ever find
happiness? Did anvone care?

Some boys went pick-pocketing and were not bothered if
they were caught. If they were sent to prison then at least
thev had food and shelter.

Child cheats

Want to make some dishonest money? Of course yvou don'’t,
But if vou DID, here are some tips from villainous Victorian
children you must NOT try at home...

The .*:f?fiferf}?f aéaf?c

ON A COLD MORNING DRESS [N YOUR THINNEST CLOTHES
AND STAND ON A STREET CORNER. START SHIVERING

AND PLEADING FOR MONEY, T 8UY A WARM COAT. TAKE A |

HORN RANDKERCHIEF AND COUCH INTO IT RS IF YOU ARE ILL

‘- GET LOST
(M PERISHING b g Lo
DRI 18 e (e .-.-.Q; 3 | PERISHER!

The shivering dodge was a tavourite of *Shaking Jemmy’. e
went on shircring so long he couldn’t stop himselt — even
when he was in a warm house.

27



The tuciter dode
TAKE A TRAY FULL OF MATCHES TO SELL ON THE STREE‘T’)

AS A RICH GENT WALKS PAST, SPILL THEM AS IF HE®S
KNDCKED THE.M ﬂJLJT OF YOUR HAND

PASSING BY MAY COUGH UPA COIN OR TWO. SCRABBLE ON

uf“ THE, GENT DOESNTGWE YOt MONEY THEN {:TH&R%@PLE\
GHE GROUD T0PCK THEN LI AND HOWL YOUR HEART au‘r

You can get your little friends to gather up the matches and
try it again ... and again. ..

ﬂe lea and supar dodpe

| "SCATTER A LITTLE TEA AND SUGAR IN THE
GUTTER TO MAKE THE STORY LOOK GOOD. 508

NTURSSY MY MA SENT ME FOR 22508

S ;; TEA AND SUGAR BUT &~

2 &2 A NASTY BOY EMPTIED gj
81’8 THE,H lNTEJTH‘*‘ auma

)
Prrtelf

iz




e

N HAVE MUM NEARBY TO PRETEND TOBE A SRANGER

AND THAT WAS Hﬁﬁi
MA'S LAST SHILLINC. ¢
SHE DARENT GO HOME.| . A% 4

OPEN YOUR PURSE ~ g~ 490 |

This dodge could earn up to 18 shillings in one morning
when many working men didn’t make ten shillings a weck.

The scalarum dodee

" COVER THE BARE ARMS WITH SOAP. \ s
RUB VINEGAR INTO THE SOAPAND | &8
i LSS LOOKS LIKE UCLY BLISTERS | 7t

I THE. S0AP ON Y@UR HRMS DIDNT
SCAP IN YOUR MOUTH TILL YOU FRD
A LEG UP TO MAKE IT LOOK L

If looking 11l doesn’t help then pretend to choke on a picce of
dry bread. Take money to get ale to wash the dry bread from
your throat.

29



If evervthing fails then try this really disgusting one...

The bird-bread c:réa_{;,?‘e

/FIND A GARDEN WHERE SOMEONE HAS THROWN STALE
@READ o FORTHE BROSPCKIT UB AND BN U AT

f’ w ,'
ﬁrn? "ff'#ﬂ R :

It is best if the bread is covered in maggots. Do NOT shake
them off before vou eat the bread - after all, they make a nice
bit of meart in vour sandwich.,

Terrible transportation
Really scrious villains were sent to America mn the 1600s. But
the Americans rebelled in 1776 and refused to take anv more
Brit criminals — after all, they had enough of their own
About the same time as America rebelled, Captain Cook
discovered Australia. A big, almost-empty place for dumping
British villains. They were usually sent for 7, 10 or 14 years
to suffer hard labour.
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Imagine that! Sent away from your damp slum houses,
vour dreadful discases, your smelly streets and your putrid
water to the horrible sun and fresh air of Australia. Ugh!

The journev was a punishment in itself, though. It took
four or five months in a rickety sailing ship. Out of everv 100
prisoners transported one would die before they even got 1o
Australia,

AR TR 'm AR
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This *transportation’ to Australia lasted until the 1850s.
How bad did you have to be to be transported? It
depended where you lived.
e In Yorkshirc you were transported if 1t was your third crime.
e In Warwickshire and Dublin you were transported if it
Wwas your second crime,
e In Leeds and Manchester vou could go to Australia for
your first crime,
And age didn’t matter too much. Children weren’t
supposed to be transported tll they were 14 but younger
ones were sent early in Victoria’s reign. ..



Which of these crimes would get a child sent to Australia
for seven years in the 1840s?
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Terrible transportation facts
1 Girls were hardly ever transported. Out of every eight
convicts transported only one was a woman.

iy i T GRL LTELL You! Ak
(A HARMLESS LITTLE @auf

2 Young villains were taught in a school on the ship. Who
was the schoolmaster? A convict, of course.

f(ﬁr 0T A LOT eﬂimﬁas THEN |

3 Transportation schools taught about an hour of English
and an hour of maths cach day. At the end of the week there
was always a test.

T8+R2

R A LA

02X 66 \TT) =

4 The most terrible transportation? Probably a bov sent to
Australia at the age of six. It was said he could hardly talk

roperly.

"o (HOPPY HOPPY KANGA-L00S COODY!)
(j/\ s TS AR
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5 Transported villains could be punished AGAIN 1if they did
wrong in Australia. A transported boy of 16 grew to hate his
prison officer so much that he attacked him with an axe. The
officer’s leg was so badly injured that it had to be amputated.
The boy was hanged.

AND IF YOU DONT BEHAVE
BETTER IN FUTURE WELL T
'kP’UMlSH YOU SOME MORE

MRS AR e
W 'l:“‘ RAETAN
1

o
Sy .‘:L\q |

Horrible hulks

When the prisons filled up, the courts had to send criminals
to ‘hulks’. These were old ships that were tou ancient and

rotten to sail. They were left in the %?f
river to rot and were filled g ¢ «

. ] 0 *gT = T ; ; !""’ FFJ
with prisoners. "Fhey were ('ij;*!E. STINK }E*ﬂ"ﬁ P
crowded, damp and full | THIS HULK IS |E
of rats. \ INCREDIBLE i JEA

i
RE

There was even - ’f _ i Ji é
a ‘hulk’ for young 3 Bal] ST
criminals —  the |
Euryalus. The work
was boring, and the
kids kept themselves WiEiEpEsiimie ar .0
amused by bullying. “;”@L%?
The only escape was Lo :
fall sick and get on to the
hospital hulk, the Hiye.

[How do you get on to a hospital ship? Don’t try this
at home. ..
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WANT A BREAK FROM THOSE | [FIRST HEAT THE BUTTON TILL
BULLIES ? WANT A TRIP TO 1/1T IS REALLY HOT AND PLACE IT
'HOSPITAL? THEN ALL YOU NEED | ON THE ARM OR LEC.ITWILL |
| IS A BRASS BUTTON. SCAR.. {MAKE A NASTY, PAINFUL BLISTER,
RUM... AND A BANDAGE -N@;r ENGUGH FOR /\ J

HOSPITAL THIBLIC.H
"-Q\I.'- W ""| W

LI 5 5,5 )
F W 7@

 RUB SO Rwﬂ [TAKE OFF THE BANDAGE nm
INT0 THE BURN COVERIT || Y0 WILL AR A LcELy
UP WITH & BANDAGE FOR A | FESTERING, SORE, SKOW 1T 10 |

COUPLE OF DAYS THE DOCTOR AND 0FF 50U G
gyt | 10 HOPITAL _

ONE | wam&. EﬂRLiiR] }’ AND, IF THAT DOESN'T wm
Hw e way N&TS!MPL‘I BREAI AN ARI

Sometimes a friend would help vou break vour arm. They'd

hold your arm on a bench, then let a dinner table fall on 1t.
Ouch!

g
L ]



Miserable mother
A child was taken to court in Birmingham. He was a thief.

The judege said to the child’s mother . ..
: 5 mrx:a‘f'r.fﬂ ff’?‘;':f" /i

F 1 SET THE B0Y FREE WL YOU TR HIM T
HOME AND HEKE SURE HE 6L fﬁ&fﬂmw .

W
;;ajg, i

Would your mother rather see you in prison than take you
home? (Better not ask her in case she says ‘yes’.)

The judge had to send the boy to a hulk. The boy was too
feeble to take it, and died. He was six years and seven months
old. A voung Victorian villain who got what he deserved:
Villainous Victorian victim.

Little devils

In 1857 a new law was passed and it camc up with a new way
of punishing little criminals who committed little crimes.
What was this new punishment?

a) Little devils were whipped ten times with a leather belt.

b) Little devils were sent to school.

¢) Little devils were fastened R &EE\SE;@M&&:{%%&%?
in stocks and pelted with _ :
ik S
d) Little dewils were ME. TO SEHGGL =

fastened in stocks and
pelted with hot cabbage. A
¢) Little devils had their g
little fingers cut off. [
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The Industrial Schools Act of 1857 let judges send
children from 7 to 14 to ‘industrial schools’ where they
would be taught reading and writing, and learn useful skills
like sewing and woodwork.

In 1861 the law said the industrial schools should be used
for any child. ..

e under 14 caught begging;

found wandering homeless;

found with a gang of thieves;

under 12 who has commuitted a crume;

under 14 whose parents say they are out of control.

See that last one? That’s probably why YOU’VE been
sentenced to school.

And industrial schools were even worse than the ones you
have to go to. Children worked from six in the morning till
seven at night.

You’d be too tired to go ‘out of control’ after that,

37



Trouble with trouscrs

What would you do if you were a Victorian judge? Here 15 a
true case from Scotland. There is no doubt that the girl 15
guilty. She admits it. If you set her free, then the posh people
of the town will have you sacked — they don’t want thieves to
get away with their crimes. (After all, thosc rich people could
be next.) But how much punishment do vou give this
villainous Victorian girl?

T —
‘i!;E:.‘:I[hr-,'}_\!l'l. 1 W L v '.';l'_-"f'"-"-‘:"'-."-.'ﬁ"f"’%
. BowmMore COURT TR

ISLE OF ISLAY - SCOTLAND

ACCUSED: fﬁfﬁgm@f (Cean
 AcE: About Hgear ol

ADORESS: Jhe Foor ﬁﬁﬁfg/ ,}{{9{
| DaTE: 5 february (857 L

; g

A ! A i ]
CRIME J" ff&éﬁf & f;:z.rr ar ffﬂﬁ.rﬁr:f. ‘ﬂ?f fxmjafjﬁr.—f F%r‘
Loasers for two biscats, whech she bhen ate.

RECORD: /s alread; gfféf ;Mfc/ it cr"'d.rr‘c-'.? ing o
parr a/ hoes JZF Efrﬁrﬁffﬂd{ ;’#ﬁmfcf Soie /cifﬁ'é?/ e |

whech she ate.

PUNISHMENT:
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% W
= &
wa
Sl < 3
L":-'E:,-f_"‘_"l_ ."I.:._Ilk"li Al nm LR ; Wi ity e |.'|.1‘-'|': I"J"\I;Ko;:

Well, judge? You can send her to prison, send her to prison
with hard labour, send her for rransportation to Australia, or
send her to a reform school, where she will learn useful work.



Ansmwer: Margaret was sent to prison in Argyll for 40
days and then she was sent to reform school in Glasgow
for three years. Pretty harsh for stealing a pair of
trousers worth a couple of biscuits,

As Margaret Cowan didn’t say. ..

RO
:ﬂ:\‘\"-\j E&&“\}QL,_LA. L
It wasn’t just Scotland that was tough on little villams. In
1875 Emily Davies (aged 13) was caught pinching apples
from a rich man’'s garden in Ross-on-Wye (on the border
between England and Wales). Like Margaret Cowan, she got
prison followed by four years in reform school.

FOUR YEARS FOR APPLES? THAT'S E;AI*EHNHS'

wy el R

Fmily wept as she was led off to prison. But there was good
news for her. Her case caused so much protest that she was
set free after a few weeks.

Did you Enow. .. ¢

For being cheeky to his prison teacher James Richmond was
locked in a dungeon with only wooden planks to sleep on and
bread and water for two days. Punishments like this, time
after time, made him ill and he died in prison. James
Richmond was just ten years old.
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Crime school
In 1870 a new law said there had to be schools for everyvone,

This ook criminal kids off the streets and into criminal
classrooms instead.

ﬂ WANT YOU TO WRITE
A STORY. “WHAT | DID
L IN MY HOLIDAYS'

| YPLEASE SIR YOU |
HP.‘JEN I LEARNED

NG,NO! You HAVEN'T] I
TAUCHT ME HOW |}
T0 WRITE YET

| THOUGKT YOU
WAS SUPPOSED
pemr 10 LEARK ME

r"!_:"- 7 A

T'he kids learned maths and English and so on but they did
not learn speaking and listening skills like thev do in British
schools today. What a shame! Imagine some of the irue
stories those criminal kids could have told..

" LAST NIGHT NE AND NE, SISTER

WENT QUT SINGING ToNAKE SONE 7 _{?fj’_"éﬁ"?
MONEY. WE TOOK, OUR BARY LGP 8

BROTHER, 50 PEOPLE. WOULD FEEL TR

SORRY FOR US-HE'S TWD YEARS f*

L. WE HADTO STICK PINSIN® |4
HINLT6 MAKE HIM GRY.YOU. 2T

SHUULD HAVE HEARD it VELL NE)

KREETRTI .i/ T e A : :
Krf pog .h;.if '#M /;7" ”W} frl’ ,..a-.-' ,r:f/,

YA S——

Zl "‘"ﬁnn‘.’ﬂ %1. L
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This happened in London in 1848 but could have happened
almost any ume, any place, in Victoria’s Britain.

[ MY DAD CAME HOME DRUNK ONE NIGHT AND"EAID HE,\

WAS GOING T0 DROWN ME AND My BROTHER HE 70LD
GUR, STEP-MOTHER TO FETCH OUR SHOES. SHE JUST SAID, |
“IF YOU'RE GOING T0 DROWN THEM YOU MAY AS WELL LEAVE
| THE SHOES FOR ME T0 SELL! HE TOOK US AND THREMW ME N,
(WA CNLY SAVED Y A BORTMAN T FISHED HE O

In 1852 this really happencd. Many parents dropped
unwanted babies into canals in Victorian times, but it was not
so common for them to try to kill off grown boys!

KEt?ER ME AND MY FRIENDS START A
R FIGHT QUTSIDE ASHOP AND |
o8 1AYBE BUMP AGAINST THE WINDOW
A 8 WHEN THE SHOPKEEPER COMES
%A= QUT TO SORT US OUT ONE OF THE
i) 2 LAOS IS mawm&smsm

Children as voung as six vears old were up to this trick.
Sometimes they used girls to get the shopkeeper’s mind off
his tll by talking to him. They thought shopkeepers would
trust girls more than bovs. Hmm.
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FORTNIGHT, SIR. BUT L WAS IN PRISON.| s

GOV FOURTEEN DAYS AND A FLOGGING RS
FOR THEFT BECAUSE | STOLE. SIX PLUMS 2
FROM A RICH WOMAN'S GARDEN g #=

The boy was eight years old when, m 1855, he was flogged
and locked in prison for stealing a few plums.

Did you know. .2

There’s a game that has been played ever since doors were
invented. But in the 1850s it was against the law and children
who were caught could go to prison...

[ WE, HAVE THIS GAME OF KNOCKING ON DOORS AND
|RUNNING AWAY. WE TRY T0 DG NNE DOCRS WITHOUT
 GETTING CAUCHT. TS CALLED'KNOCKY-RINE-DOCRS’

Young people could also be locked up for throwing stones —
sometimes thev threw them at gas-lamps in the street. One
boyv threw mud and was locked up.
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Hanging around

Faxecution in Victorian Britam was by hanging. Up 1o the
year 1868 convicted people were hanged in public - and
crowds turncd up to watch. They turned it into a bit of a
holiday. One of the most famous executions of Victoria’s time
was of Mr Frederick and Mrs Maria Manning,

"The Mannings had killed Patrick O’Connor after inviting
him round to their house for a meal. O'Connor was a rich
moncylender and the cut-throat couple planned to rob him,

First Maria shot (¥ Connor and then husband I'rederick
beat him to finish him off. Frederick told the judge. ..

ol
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Thank you, Frederick, I think we might have guessed that.
The terrible twosome buried (’Connor under their
kitchen floor but were found out and sentenced to hang,
A public execution was also a chance for pickpockers to
work in the crowds. One thief described the iun he had at the
Mannings’ hanging...

Mrs Manning was dressed beautiful iwhen she came up.
Nhe screeched when the hangman pulled the bolt away. T
made four shillings and stxpence at the hanging — I nicked
tiro handkerchicfs and a purse with twe shillings in it. [t
was the best purse I ever had,




Mrs Manning was ‘dressed beautiful’ in a black satin dress.
After the hanging those dresses suddenly went out of
fashion. Wonder why?

As usual, reports of the murder and the hanging sold
thousands of copies at a penny a time. These reports were
called ‘broadsides’ and some of them were written in versc...
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The Manning Murders

The Mannings planned O’Connor’s murder,
Nothing could the poor man save.
The dreadful weapons they prepared
And in the kitchen dug his grave.

P

As they fondly gave him supper
They slew him - what a dreadful sight,
First they mangled, then they robbed him,
Frederick Manning and his wife.

Old and young that do pass Dy, 3

Do not rob or take a life,
| For the murder see them hang there, :
: Frederick Manning and his wife. ] ﬁ
P e sl - S LN AL

Moaodels of the Mannings appeared in Madame Tussaud’s
waxwork muscum 1n London. Visitors went along and threw
coins at the wax dummies — though that probably didn’t hurt
as much as the hanging,



A reporter sneered. ..

/ George Manning is greatly improved by his ilpﬁf’flfﬂﬁff\
in Madame Tissaud's. He looks like a very clean |
undertaker.

e
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s
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That’s a bit unkind to undertakers, who are very nice people!

Charles Dickens was at the Manning execution and wrote
about it with horror. It gave him nightmares — and he was a
grown man. Dickens changed Mrs Manning's name to
Hortense and put her into his book Bleak House.

Did you know._ . ?

The Victorians may have been ruthless when 1t came fo
hanging people. But they were better than 30 years before,
Before Victoria came to the throne, they hanged children.

# In 1800 a boy of ten was hanged. The judge said...

Ol TN S
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e In 1801 a bov of 13 was hanged for breaking into a house
and stealing a spoon.
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e In 1808 two sisters were hanged in Lynn for theft. One
was aged 11. Her little sister was just cight.

e In 1831, just six vears before Victoria took the throne, a
nine-year-old boy was hanged at Chelmsford for setting
fire to a house.

Anyone under seven was too voung to be hanged. The
problem was there were no birth certificates to prove your
age until 1837. So how did you know if a person was too
young to hangr

'sf;llﬁ'”."

[1'M ONLY sgx }'EHRS 0LD, YOUR HONOUR ¢

Scaffold school

But what about the children who went along to an execution?

If adults were sickened by the horror of hanging then surely

parents wouldn't take their children along to an execution?
But many did. After all, it was a lesson. ..

[THIS 1S WRAT HAPPENS 70 WICKED PEOPLE SORE F&\.’E.

The last man to suffer hanging i public was Michael
Barrett. What might a child have made of the day of his
death. ..
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[t was a picnic. Thousands of men, women and children
stood in the square outside Newgate Prison. They
chattered and laughed, and tucked into their breakfasts. A
few hundred of the richer ones sat at the upstairs windows
of the houses opposite the prison. They paid good money
for the view.

Qutside the prison wall stood 2 wooden platform.
There was a scaffold above it with a dangling noose and in
the floor was a trapdoor with a bolt.

As eight o'clock struck on the
prison clock the babble of noise
dropped to a murmur. The
prisoner. Michael Barrett, was
led out of the prison, his
hands tied. ool

"What are they doing with
that man?’ a childs voice piped
through the quict morning air.

"They're going to hang him
by the neck till he's dead.” his
mother murmured.

‘Why are they doing that?" the
child asked.

‘Because he's wicked. He killed twenty people!” the
woman hissed.

A gentleman beside her said, Tt was twelve people dead
and about a hundred injured. é

“Twelve, then,” the woman saiffed.

o

.
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‘Did he shoot them?' the child asked and had pictures ¢
in his head of a dozen [oaded guns. S
PR Wi e o . \\\'_1,",%]
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‘No, my child,” the man sighed. "The man on the :
platform is Michael Barrett - an Irishman. His {riends 3
were locked away 1n Clerkenwell Prison and he tried to
get them out.’

‘How did he do that?’ the child persisted.

He ook a barrel of gunpowder and put it up against
the prison wall. He thought his {riends were on the other
side of the wall and, when 1t was blown down, they'd be
able to escape.”

‘And did they get away?’ the child gasped, her round
cyes blinking.

‘No. The prison of{icers koew something was going 10
happen so they locked the prisoners away. The blast blew
down the wall but it also wrecked a lot of houses in the
strect called Corporation Row nearby. A lot of people
died.”

The child turned pale and looked back towards the
wooden platform. The prisoner in his dark red coat and
striped grey trousers was climbing to the top of the
platform with a steady tread, and talking 10 the priest who
was waiting there.

Then the door in the prison wall opened again and the
crowd gasped with horror. A powerful old man with a
grey beard stepped out. He wore a tight black cap and a
dark cloak. He was the grimmest and ugliest man the
child had ever seen. She shrank behind her mother’s
skirts.

“That's William Calcraft - the exccutioner,” the man
explained. ‘A butcher. His victims always die a slow and =

P

credie,

I painful death. Idon't know why they keep him in the fob. 5
ﬁl“ll‘:"i‘ll"":"."“'.lll' S il i AN I v WL |\;\~i}\\.~.~'\"m"\\'-k|':"§‘l:_|
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% ‘Because no one clse would do it.” the woman said. She s
was pushed in the back as the crowd jostled and surged
towards the platform to get a better look. The child was
so tight against her mother’s skirt that she couldnt see 3
what was happening at the scaffold. 2

The girl turned to the man. 'Lift me up!’ she pleaded.

‘No, he said. He took a fountain pen and a notebook
from his pocket and began to scribble words.

He glanced up and saw the executioner disappear
beneath the scaffold. A hush fcll on the vast crowd so
great that the child could hear sparrows fighting on the
rooftops and the scratch of the man's pen. There was a
grating sound as the bolt of the trapdoor was pulled.

There was a gasp from the crowd. then a roar and a half-
hearted cheer. “That's what the Fenians deservel’ a man
cried.

' ‘She’s fainted,’ a woman groaned and the girl turned 1o
see a young woman being carried out of the tightly
packed crowd.

“That's Michae! Barretts girlfriend ... poor girl, the
| man sighed and scribbled some more.

1 couldnt see anything,” the girl sighed as the crowd
turned away and began to thin.
The man put his pen and notebook back in his pocket. *

‘And you never will, he said to the girl.

"What do you mean?’
. The man tugged his dark beard. T mean this will stop
soon ... hanging men in public will stop. It’s barbaric.

5
-

¢ Something from the Middle Ages. The public have no  :
= right to see it — children should not be allowed to see it. &
l%“v}"\.}}:“lil\ S ] e N L L “J'\L"-_%
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The girl's mother turned an angry shade of red. “Teach 3
the child a lesson. That's what happens to killers. 3
The man shook his head. The people here today didn’
come to learn a lesson. They came to sec an innocent man

murdered with a rope.’

Innocent?” the woman jeered. "What do you know? A
jury found him guilty. Who are you to say he didn't do it?
EL”

The girl had never heard her mother so angry. The
woman waved a finger in the man’s face.

'ER? Go on. Tell me. Who arc you?” she ranted.

The man raiscd his hat politely and said quictly. "My
name is Dickens, madam. Charles Dickens. You may have
heard of me.’

He patted the girl on the head and turned away from
the mother whose mouth hung open foolishly.

‘Can we go and look at the dzad man now, Mum?' the
girl asked.

The mother wrapped 2 shaw! around the child’s head
and dragged her off down the street. 'No, child. No. Let’s

go home.’
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Michael Barrett was a Fenian. The Fenians were Irish
people who didn’t want English Quecn Victoria ruling them.
They tried to drive the British out with bombs and killings.
In 1881 the Fenians tried to blow up Salford Army Camp but
only managed to kill a seven-year-old boy. The Fenians were
dangerous but not very successful.

(There were eight attempts to kill Queen Victoria in 60
years — four of those were Irish attempts. In 1887 Victoria
went to Parliament to celebrate her 50 years as queen. There
was a Fenian plot, just like Guy Fawkes’s, to blow her up
with her ministers. Several ministers knew about itand were
sure they could stop the attack. They did, but they let Vic
take the risk anyway!)

Barrett said at his trial:

[ I have never deliberately injured a human being. I love
my country and if it would help Ireland, I would
willingly sacrifice my life — 1 will meet death without a
Iy, '

f.f W/}ﬁ iﬁ/ ) Ly 77

Many people believed him when he said he hurt no one.
"They said the police bribed and bullied people to say they
saw Barrett at the scene of the Clerkenwell explosion. Barrett
had to die to make it look as if Victoria’s police were doing
their job.

Many vears after Barrett's death, another Fenian admitted
that he planted the bomb that exploded at Clerkenwell.
Barrett was innocent. So the police were suspected of telling
porkies.




Charles Dickens was so sickened by public hangings that
he was one of the people who spoke out against them and had
them stopped. Three days after Michael Barretr was
executed the law was changed so no one was ever hunged in
public again.

Ly
fard



Terrible timeline 1850s-1860s
Famous and Fortunate x@{;’az‘(‘m and farled

1835

r John Snow was born
Din 1813 in a York slum.
One of the first doctors o use
‘chloroform’ to knock patients
out before he saws off bils
of their body or slicks a
surqeon’s Knife into them. Dr
J uses chioroform on Queen
Vic so she can have a baby
(Prince Leopold) with no
pain. Vic likes it and makes
slum-kid Snow rich ...
dies this year aged just 45.

till he

| KNOCKEDR GLT THE £
QUEEN, PRUGGED 1 -

PEGPLE, CUT THEM
(P AND CHOPPED

GFF ARMS ARD LECS ¢ *‘-; ’

—$

fl‘hrmci].r Wynne and brother
Michael kill a man and
are sentenced o being
‘transported” to Australia.
Michael is too poorly to travel
but Thady leaves his wife and
sevenn  children back in
Curreentorpan. He should be
famous as one of the LAST
ever convicts to be sent to
Australia - the Austraiians
don't want any more! But

Thady is forgotten.

el T
e

S0 HOW CGME ),
YOURE NOT 4
ELIHE SENT TC B/
AUSTRALIAT

1854

Flnrencra Nightingale - a
posh kid who hears God
calling her to do something

qgood - leads a team of

nurses to help the sick Brit
soidiers dying of disease in
the Crimean War in 1854,

ortimer Grimshaw is a

leader of the Preston
Cotton Mill workers' strike.
& They don't want a pay rise —
they just want back the money
the bosses have cut. The
bosses close the factories and




(She is really clever at maths
and it helps her do sums that

will save lives.) Becomes ill

try to starve the workers till
they are forced to go back to
work. The workers give in. So

and blind for so long she # Mort Grim is a failure - though

takes more nursing than she
gave out! Sickly Flo doesn't
enjoy her fame much,

& | COULD HAVE NURSED

1857

F mumb aaam —

"

10U BEFCRE ‘:'GUI DED | gl

12 years before, five Preston
strikers were shot dead. So
Mort was a lucky failure.

cn

GEE.
THANKS

avid Livingstone, the
DScottish explorer, comes
back from exploring Africa a
hero! He has discovered vast
waterfalls and named them
after Victoria - the creep! He
has also shown the way for
Brits to get into Alfrica - they
will take
Christianity in, and they will
take wealth out. But Dave's a

hero, so that's all right.

diseases and

—%

2

n India British troops are

taking over from leaders
like Nana Sahib. Nana leads
the Indian Mutiny and holds
Brit women and children
prisoners. When the British
attack him at Lucknow he has
200 of them hacked to pieces
and the bits
well.

thrown down a
Doesn’'t do him much
Nana
vanishes and probably dies.

—

good. Brits win




1865

dward J Eyre is the

qovernor of  Jamaica

when the Jamaicans rebel
against Brit rule. Evil Edward
had rebels shot, hanged, and
even had heads hacked off
and stuck on poles like a ruler
from the Middle Ages. He is
brought back to Britain, where
a lot of people think he did a
good job. He is not punished
for the 400 men and women
he had massacred. A nice way

to get famous!

dward Whymper is one of

a group of four Brits to get
to the top of the Matterhorn
mountain in Switzerland. But
only Ed came back. The
others fell 1,400 metres off
the mountain on to a glacier
below - very careless that,
and rather painful. Whymper
gets home; yet it is the
famous (but splattered) leader
Lord Francis Douglas who (s
remembered. Whymper's no
wimp but he is forgotten.

1867

lived Nobel, the Swedish
Airw&ntﬂr, shows off his new
invention in Surrey.. It is a high
explosive called ‘dynamite’. It
will Kill millions over the years.
It will make a really good
weapon for rebels! But Alf will
give money for 'Peace prizes’ —
50 he'll be remembered as a
man of peace even though he

Charles Brett is a poor
policeman wheo's in the

wrong place. The Irish are
revolting. The leaders of the
rebel group, the Fenians, are
arrested. Their friends hold
up the police van and order
Sergeant Brett to open the
door. But Brett refuses. He
puts his eye to the keyhole to



made himself rich and
famous with something s0
deadly. Funny old world.

& My PLANS FGR
PEACE ARE

1869

Dr Joseph Lister operates
on sick people using

disinfectant and only 15 per
cent of his patients die from his
operation - with other doctors
it's 45 per cent. He has a nasty
habil of doing tests by cutting
up live animals. Queen Vic
tries to stop him bul she fails.
Cat-cutting, rabbit-ripping Dr L.
goes on to fame and fortune.
Animals are not amused. Lister
later operates on Vic and she
makes him 'Sir Joseph'.

oy NAMITERARALL ALY

*

see what's happening - jusl
as a Fenian puts a bullet
through the keyhole, Quch!

rs Josephine Butler

sets up ... deep breath ..
‘The Ladies Association for
the Repeal of the Contagious
Diseases Acls’. The laws say
homeless can  bhe
injected by police doctors
whether they have diseases or
not. {"Police wouldn't dare do
it to me,” Mrs Butler reckons.)
She wins — in 1886, after 17
years! So, not a failure, but
almost forgotten - after all
those years of struggle.

airls

b ¥



Mr Peel’s pained police

Sir Robert Peel thought the nightwatchmen in London were
pretty useless at stopping the villains. So he created the
police force in 1829. When Victoria came to the throne
police forces began to spread all over Britain — like spots on
a kid with chicken pox.

They popped up everywhere. You may think people
would be glad to have their local police there to protect
them. But at first they weren’t all that popular.

Here are 10 foul facts. ..

It’s not very nice being called names, is it? Your teacher would

hate to be called ‘fat face’ just because she has a fat face,

wouldn’t she? Well policemen hated the cruel names the

public called them. Victoria’s police were called names like. ..

e Peelers — No, NOT potato peelers. They were named
after Robert Pecl who invented them.

e Pccl’s Bloody Gang — Charming.

¢ Raw Lobsters — Not because there was something fishy
about them, but because raw lobsters are blue and so is a
policeman’s uniform.

¢ Blue Devils — not to be confused with Manchester
United FC who are nicknamed the Red Devils.

e Crushers — Well they could give your head a bit of a
crushing with those truncheons.
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o Cheese — Burt dairy vou call a policeman that today?
Cops (or Coppers) — The Romans used the word capere,
which means ro capture. That’s what policemen did so
they became ‘caps’ and then the word changed to ‘cops’.
Bet vour history teacher didn’t know that!

Pigs — Some things never change.
Rozzers — A word mcaning ‘strong man' in gypsy
language (used from about 1890).

‘@ Noses — Because the police stick their noscs into villains’
business? Who nose?

o Slops — Because ‘s-l-o-p’ is ‘police’ spelt backwards,
Almost.

/—Z_.WE look stuptd in these unifarms}

kZ/ g

When I looked ar myself in the
mrror 1 wondered why om eavth I’ =
had decided to become a peeler. My 1
top hat was shipping all over my
head, my boots were two sizes too
large and were rubbing the skin off’
my heels; my thick leather neck tie
was almost choking me. [ wonld
have given all T owned to get hack /

&a}:m ordinary clothes! j

Of coursc, the leather neck tie was to keep away garrotters.

A
PURAS

W
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They heln the villains, not srf

The law said vou had to help a policeman if he needed it. Tf
you refused, then you could go to jail. But the ordinary
people often helped criminals by warning them. As soon as
they saw a policeman in the north of England, the cry was:
‘Cheese, my lads!’

In London children chanted. ..

i I spy blue, I spy black! I spy a peeler in a shiny Fm:D
"lll':' W #{":’F?;’:H‘ﬂ;?
pers

(They should have been arrested for trying to thyme ‘black’
and ‘hat’.) .

Fili.-~ EB) F\E» F;f, Fi"tf:- \.;H

i i

Some children were taught by their parents to lic to the
police. A man was accused of being drunk. His little
daughter told the police...
r gl 1)

' He couldn't have been drinking \

thar afiernvon. He was having a IL :

shave from [ p.m. till 6 p.m.

Theyv arrested the man anyway. The
judge didn’t believe the girl for some reason. *
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& C The people in the slums attack us.;jJ .
92/ . LB

I oy
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[comir b8 S8 27 e i
Lo Vo N

L.ondon Police Inspector Restiaux was lucky to escape with
his life in November 1840. He led a group of policemen into
the slums and arrested a forger. As they left the house with
the forger a crowd gathered and pelied the police with
STONnes.

‘The police fled with their prisoner but the mob charged.
The mob leader had a knife. Restiaux wrestled with him and
disarmed the man. The police escaped with the forger to the
safety of the police station,

The shums were known as “The Holy Land” - Restiaux
could have ended up with a holey hand.

The rich people were forced to pay the taxes that paid for
police wages. Earl Waldegrave had a real hatred of the police.
Once Waldegrave paid a professional boxer to arrack PC
McKenzie in Piccadilly, London, while crowds of his friends
watched. The boxer almost killed the policeman.
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[7 And coacnes try to run us over

The rich sometimes told their coachmen to lash out at
policemen in the streets as they drove past. Some even drove
their coaches straight atf the police.

Farl Waldegrave and a friend jumped on PC Wheatley
and held him on the ground while his coach drove over him.
PC Wheatley lived, but was badly hurt.

[1e never worked again.

@_M}; feet are kiﬂiﬂg me

_— _m= i

Policemen worked 10 hours a day and walked about 20 mules
on duty. Nearly a marathon every dayv. They had no days off
and onlv one week's holidav a vear ... and they didn’t get
paid when they were on holiday.

Birmingham had no pn]icc torce m 1839, That year riots
started there and the government sent for the London police.

A hundred police eventually calmed the troubles. Then 60
policemen were sent back to London — and the rioters heard
that only 40 were left in Birmingham. The nioters drove the



40 police into a yard and trapped them there while they ran
through the town, burning and stealing. The army had to be
sent in to free the police.

GO.And sometimes the job is disgusting

The police went to the worst slums to arrest eriminals. And
criminals could have some very dirty habits, One policeman
reported. ..

SR TSN )

) -

20

L

| ertered the bouse and ﬁ:ym:r fo search it | thought :‘fm‘gm{g
had vsed the cupboard as a hiding place ;‘E‘f stolen goods, |
found the gang had been asing the copboard as a toilet.

LLY

SEE .

;J'I:l.'l':- 1
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@E&fﬂllﬁ\‘ AR T VTN "-:k\u'\. WMy L 'LIL.IIII'\_\‘L-“'ILII.'I'I'l\ \\AE‘E}

Another policeman reported. ..

-

R
[N \.H\L.L'tll {ﬁﬁh

" A POLICEMANS LIFE 15
AO7 B HAPPY ONE?
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Awful arrests

The police sometimes had to arrest people for the saddest of
crimes. For example, in Victorian times there were often
cases where women killed their own babies. In 1846, in a
Durham village, Margaret Stoker drowned her 14-month-
old daughter. She was so desperately poor that she couldn’t
bear to see the baby starve slowly to death,

‘T'he policeman told his sto

FNo
L

m&m\ | ARRESTED HER SHE

: | HOPE THE SUDGE \
VBT WILL (O EASY WITH
iy ME. TS THE FIRST
I WRCNu THiNG I'VE

7\ HE WORDD

| SEARCHED HER HOUSE.
ALL T FOUND WAS HALF A
PENNY A THIMBL A

£
PIECE OF NET oy
AYE.THATS SR ™ £
IALL T RAVE INTjAR 4

AND

OF HER CHILD. SHE PICKED
IT UP AND KISSED IT

SHE ASKED “TQ 9EE THE BODY! |1 HAD TROUBL
DEAD CHILD a’-'ﬂ.

MY DARLING, DARLING CHILD. it
WHAT MADE ME DO THIS TO
YOU? WE'VE WANDERED SC |

T“THM’ WEHR‘-’ M1LE.S TGGETHE.R

’gﬂ SL/) .’,r‘y ’f.r

I

Margaret Stoker was s«t-:nl'tm:ed to death but the judge took

pity on her and let her live.
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Pickpaocket police

The ‘dredger-men’ didn't trust the police at all. Who were
these ‘dredger-men’? Well, they had one of the most cheerful
and charming jobs in Victorian England — they went out on
the river and fished out dead bodies.

They helped to keep the river clean and were paid for
every body they found. But they could also rob the corpses
before they handed them over.

A reporter who wrote about London said:

/ 1t is strange that no body brought in by a dredger-man
ever happens to have amy money abour it when it s

( brought 1o shere. And the dredgers do not see anyihing
dishonest about empltying the pockets of a dead man.
They say that anyone who finds a body would do the
same. And if they didn’t do it then the police would!

Foul feuds

Big Victorian cities were filled with ‘costers’ — people who
sold food or clothes or goods from barrows in the streets. (It
was cheaper to buy a barrow than to buy a shop.) But the
barrows could clutter up the streets and the police often
removed them. Sometimes a coster thought a policeman
had 1t in for him and plotted his revenge.
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A writer called Mayhew described what happened in
One case. ..

TS T

The costers believe that getting revenge on a policeman is
one of the bravest things a young man can do. Some men
went to prison time after time for artacking the police and
the costers treated them like heroes.

Sometimes a coster would track an enemy policeman for
months till he got 2 chance to attack him. One young man |
spoke to waited six months for his revenge. He told me,
proudly, that he rushed 1n and gave the policeman a savage
kicking. 'When I heard he was injured for life. [ was full of
joy. They sent me to prison for a year but, believe me, it was

P I

Pt

L

II”F’;,HJ:,.

s worth it.
A7 N
ﬁﬁi‘:-\ T v e il mﬂi‘t@

These costers were often violent people who lived in a
violent world of their own and they gave themselves odd
nicknames. One woman was called ‘Cast Iron Polly’ because
she was hit over the head with a cast-iron pan once and it

SEE7NO EFFECT JUST V)
HER OLD, NORMAL SELF |77
T =

THA
NORMAL?

......
........

Here are ten coster nicknames — two have been made
up ... can vou spot which two are the odd ones out?
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Wicked for women

Women had a rotten time in Victoria’s Britain. Husbands
were allowed to beat their wives with sticks ... so long as the
stick was no thicker than his thumb. And even if a voung
man was just a ‘boyfriend” he treated a girl as if he owned her.
One 16-vear-old boy put 1t this way...

I7 1 seed my gul talking to another chap 1'd give her such
i punch of the nose it would sharp put a stop to it.

R B
NS

HORRIBLE HISTORIES HINT TO BULLIES:
Notice he doesn’t hit the ‘chap’. Maybe because the
‘chap’ would hit him back? Remember - if you want to
be a bully, be a coward first.

Some men even had the nerve (o say...

ﬂ!’a an odd thing but the givls axully like a feller for
walloping them. As long as the bruises hurt f_-Ix’t’ ll be
thinking of the bloke that gave them to ler.

Sounds like a good excuse for the school bully, doesn’t it?
‘Actually, sir, the wimps love it when I hit them ... so that’s
all right, isn’t itr’

And if the boyfriends didn’t beat the young women then
their parents could do it instead. Some girls were sent out to
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sell things hke apples. If they came back with the lppleq
instead of the money, there was trouble.

There's many a girl I know whase back
gets lashed if she docsn't sell enough.

Anvway, you can see why Victorian women grew up tough.,
And some grew up wicked. Take Elizabeth Pearson, for
example. ..

Busy Lizzie

Elizabeth Pearson was 28 vears old in 1875. She lived with
her husband and son in Gainford, County Durham. Her
uncle and aunt lived nearby and then her aunt died...

NEVER MIND, UNCLE TIM.% E1 . TAKE CARE OF HiM
(L TAKE CARE OF YOU /{4 GNCE AND FOR ALL  /
7

1
Wizl g %-
! i’

?J.H Ade
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THERES A G&Cb GIRL

PASS ME MY m&mcm&f%

AND SOLD THE CLOTHES
AND FURNITURE

Rl b THKEHTEST
SRE STRIPPED THE BODY gi; i

BUT THE GLD MAN'S SON WAS

( | WANT THE BODY TESTED

SHCCKED BY HER ACTIONS

(o ocer it

HES A BT WresteD FoR

700 DEAD TO

FC*ISQN ‘DIGT

e L L ¥

AND THE DOCTGRS FOUND...

s
,f CALLED SMITH
_ ‘%? WHG HAS

/\?\\ SINCE LEFT

WASNT ME,
IT WAS A r»anm

HOW DO YOU FIND "';;:’,‘*’;
THE DEFENDANT 7
ELIZARETH PEARSON? V7




The jury did not say, ‘Show her mercy’. So she was sent to
hang at Durham Prison.

At 8 a.m. on the morning of 2 August 1875 Elizabeth
Pearson was taken to the gallows with two other killers, both
men. All three were to hang together. Elizabeth Pearson was
the calmest of the three.

CALMEST | 7/

Her husband and son wept, but no one else did. At 8:03
a.m. a black flag was raised over the prison to show the
exccutions had been completed. Villainous Victorian.,

Battered Bridget

The day before Elizabeth Pearson was arrested a man called
John Tully was arrested just 35 miles away in Hartlepool. He
was charged with killing his wife, Bridget.

Witnesses said John Tully kicked his wife in the stomach,
held her tight by the hair to beat her and smashed her against
the wall. He was caught when he was just about to hit her
with a poker.

Tully was found guilty of beating his wifc. Remember,
Elizabeth Pearson had hanged for murdering her uncle.
What happened to John Tully for his actions?

a) He was one of the men hanged alongside Elizabeth
Pearson.

b) He was sent to prison for 20 years because the killing was
accidental.

c) He was sent to prison for ninc months.
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So what’s the message? A woman kills a man — she hangs, A
man kills a2 woman — he goes to prison for ninc¢ months. Is
that fair? Maybe not, but that's Victorian justice for you.

Pretty deadly

If Victorian Britain was tough for women, then some fought
back with any weapon they could get hold of. The 1dea of a
killer woman made a good story, and three cases in particular
hit the hcadlines. Here are four casebooks — three really
happened and one of them was invented for a novel. But can
vou tell which 1s the made-up onc and which three are true?

I{::::Hl'l,\\" '_'.,". il . ..\*-'|l__'._".f|['lll_':l:lil-]
M Lafciumj MQL’&&{{ ‘

>
Name: Madeleine Smith il
Aded 21 in 1857. Living in Glasgow.
Victim: Her boyfriend, Pierre Emile I'Angelier
Madeleine's mum and dad didn't like Emile and found
her a betler husband. Emile was furious and szid he'd

; show the world the love letters she had written to him.

w They said mushy things like...

LOATER Y e wa \x\'.'m::.ﬂxf'."ﬁj
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The letters would wreck her marriags. Emile had to go.

Method: Poisoned by arsenic

Madeleine had bought arsenic poison at chemist shops.
She said it was to put on her skin to make her look good.
Emile died with at least 14 grams of arsenic inside him, -
enough to give an elephant gut ache.

?
;

} Probably. a

What happened? The court said ‘Not Proven'. That's :
Scottish Law meaning, ‘We know you did it but we can's
prove it." The problem was she bought the poison, he had
it inside him, but no one could prove that she actually -
gave it to him. Madeleine went free. Villainous Victorian? .
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VW Airora i

Name: Aurora Floyd
Aged R7 in 186R%. Living near Doncaster.,
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Victim: Her ex-husband, James Conyers

Aurora married Conyers but left him because he beat her
and went off with other women. She read a report that he
had been killed so she thought she was free to marry John
Mellish and she did. Conyers turned up and threatened
t0 tell her new husband she was already married.

e

ou had masried anctie, man As [
igm are Il macvied ;{:&:ne.?:#‘j;; ﬂ;?j;f:;f
{ can Keep My Mouth shat. Fora price,
Meet me one week from bowght by the pool
L4 fﬁerﬂarﬁl‘ ana"éﬂry f.Z_,O&O,ﬁgf;jr Yot

; ﬁfnd{ nLr{ .rf/ﬂiff:e wrll eost .
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Conyers had to £o.

* Method: Shot in the back

The corpse of Conyers was found near a pool in the
. forest. When the police looked at his clothes they founda :
\H marriage certificate proving Aurora Floyd was married
::@ to the dead man. She was questioned and told them she ;

t Dﬂf&ﬂj Aurora, L‘
Iitavingt Ff//gau Aow surprived (was to hear

*a
Sl : = —
S L RO TS T .,
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f had met her ex-husband in the wood and had paid him <
000 to go away. She said she had not killed him — but

there was no money on the corpse.

What happened? Aurorz Floyd was released withous
- charge. A servant was later blamed for shooling Conyers
x and stea.lmg the £2,000. Villainous Victorian? Not really, -

e r
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: Name: Florence Bravo ’
: Aged 30 in 1876. Living in Balham, London. 4
4" Vietim: Her hushand, Charles Bravo
Florence was 2 good ‘friend’ of an old doctaor called James
Gully but Dr James was already married. So she married
Charles Bravo. Charles turned out to be & bully and a
_ meanie. He grew worse when & mystery writer sent him
" a letter,.,
] e *c:;:?
MR BRAVO .;:‘4
| YOUR WIFE LOVES DR JAMES GULLY Nor
YOU. YOU ONLY MARRIED HER FQR HER
MONEY SO YOU DESERVE T
SIGNED, A FRIEND ;
E »‘-,‘H-w.m-wh T T x'.:
* Bully Bravo had to go. ] ‘~‘
mlflll'k\,:rr - Nim wedl i o ~vw M H"{-'L'\.f"'-:':lg%__
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. Method: Poisoned by antimony

" This poison was used in the Bravo stables to kill stomach
worms in horses. It has no taste. Charles Bravo drank
wine at dinner and was taken ill. He died three days later.

s TN

'{-_:-

What happened? The court said he had been murdered -

bus shey couldn’t say who did it. Florence went free —but |
: drank herself to death two years later. Villainous
. Victorian® Probably.
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3 Foul Flo Z
. Name: Florence Maybrick :
Amerlean, living in Liverpoal, 1889,

. Vietim: Her husband, James Maybrick
" James was 24 years older than Florence, Florence hada |
boyfriend in Liverpool but James was no angel — he had
several girlfriends himself. He was also a drug addict.
i James had to go. .=

Method: Poisoned by arsenic

Y Arsenic was found in meat juics. Florence had bought fly-
papers and soaked them to get the arsenic cut of them.
She said it was for her skin, But ... James was found
dead with arsenic in his body. The evidence made her
look guilty but no one could decide how James had died.
o Some doctors said James died of a stomach fever.

. o James was always sick and took lots of poisonous

El, stuff to try to cure himself — including arsenic. -
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e James’s family didn't like her or trust her. When he =
fell ill, they banned her from his sick room.

e No one could say how the arsenic got into James — did
he take it himself? Did Florence feed him it in the meat
Juice? Did his family feed it to him AFTER they banned
her from his room?
The judge wes mentally ill and he told the jury...
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What happened? Florence was found guilty and sentenced
to bang. The court should have set Florence free. Under
* pressure, the government sald she had only ‘tried’ to kill
“ her husband, and spared her life. She served 15 years in

e

7, prison. Villainous Victorian? Maybe.
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So which one was nof a true case?
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Foul fun

The Victorians didn’t have television. So no soaps for
thcm ... in fact noseap for a lot of them cither! But they did
¢njoy going to the theatre.

The Victorians enjoved plays with a bit of blood and
murder in them, and if they were based on a true story then
they were even more popular, Top of the Victorian pops in
plavs was Maria Marten — The Murder i the Red Barn. It
was the true storyv of Maria, who was murdered - guess
where? Yes, in a red barn. Ier boyfriend, Willlam Corder,
shot her and as she died she madc a lovely speech. ..

gl 5 B

" I{ﬁ *“ { William! T am dying! Your cruel
hand has stilled the heart that
beat in loee for thee. Death claims
me and, with my last breath, 1 die

blessing and [orgiving ihee,

T T
Gas

: ' . - #;"‘*-'»;'.S;:!
AOMAER
The crowds cheered for heroines like Maria, booed the
villains like Corder and generally shouted at the actors — it
was more like a football match today.

iy
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People peepers

Another way Victorians told stories was to put hittle puppets
in a box. The viewers paid to peep through a hole and warch
the puppets act out the story as onc person told the tale and
did all the voices. (‘This was cheaper than having a big stage
with lots of actors, of course.)



The Murder in the Red Barn peep show was still popular in
the 1860s, 30 years after the murder happened. It was so
popular the box had o have 26 windows for people o peep.

In the 1860s a murder took place in the Red Lion pub in
Berkshire, when a farm worker chopped the landlady with
his reaping hook. One peep-show family group quickly
changed the story of Maria Marten and added lots of red
paint. What did they call the new play? Musder in the Red
Lion, of course.

Petritying plays

The Victorian audiences just loved villains — and they also
loved amazing scenes. The following villains and amazing
scenes were shown live on stage. ..

1 Uncle Tom’s Cabin

Plot. Play based on the famous book about slavery in the USA.
Villain: Wicked slave owner.

Big scene: Slave girl Eliza escapes over frozen Ohio river,
chased by dogs as a captured wild horse escapes.

(Am SAFE AT LAST! | MUST HIDE HERE} e

SHELTERED BY AN ACICLE!

LA /}

II '!; :I

THESE ROTTEN DOGS ARE mu.ma ME‘
IWISH 1D COME BY BICYCLE J
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2 The Colleen Bamwn

Plor: An Irish story about a poor girl, Eilv, with a posh
husband who keeps her hidden.

Fillain: Tlardress Cregan — the husband

Big scene: Faly in a rowing boat with the murderous Danny,
who pushes her in the lake. She 1s rescued by hero Myles,

o SINK YOUNG LAsS (VE SENT You T0) 77 R
gﬁ COLD AND WATERY IVE SEEN SOME STORMS

T s | BUT.LDOR'T THINK,
W, \IVE SEEN A BIGGER WAVE

e SRRy

T et
...........

3 Afier Dark

Pl Play set in London and the Underground raibway.
Villarn: The criminal who drugs our hero.

Big scene: The hero 1s laid across the ratlway track and 1s
rescued as a train rushes across the stage. The rescucr has
broken through a cellar wall.

(111 HERE. T0 SAVE You 01, YOU ! ARE
JUST IN TME.YOU | BLOKE TH
ARE H LUEK‘:? FELLER"‘ aWRE.ERE.D Pfhf

k 7
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+ The Octoreon

Plot: A story about a slave girl (Zo€) in the USA (again).
Villain: The slave trader.

Big scene: A steamboat on the Mississippi river explodes,
burns and sinks, killing Zog.

> The Flying Scud

Plot: A play about a racchorsc that must win the Derby if the
villains are to be defeated.

Villain: "The bookmaker who drugs the jockey.

Big scene: A horse race with cardboard horses on a revolving
stage — then a real horse enters at the end.

RQUND AND ROUND THE DERBY COURSE
THE HORSES CC A CHASING :

BUT THESE ARE CARD, | QUESS THAT'S WHY
THEY'RE CALLING IT FLAT RACING

A *6-;“’" N
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Did you know..
A play called T }ze Derby Winner tried to copy The Flymg Scud

and have a horse race on a turning stage. But the machine
broke down on the first night. The actor had to stand in front
of the curtains and say. ..

§ WELL THERES ¥
i A SURPRISE

Putrid performances
In the pathetic play Pluck a train crashes. As the hero goes to
rescue a trapped child from the wreckage, a second train
crashes into it. The stage trains didn’t look too good, and one
newspaper said...

\

‘Plick' is one of the worst plays ever (o be placed on
the stage of a theatre.

But that didn’t stop writers and actors making bigger and
dafter dramas. On Victorian stages vou could see earthquakes,
avalanches, shipwrecks, boat races and even waterfalls,

® In The Streeis of London you would see a house on fire
across the width of the stage. It was then attacked by
firemen with a real firc engine,

e In The Ruling Passion a hot-air balloon took off and crash-
landed in the sea, where a lifeboat came to its rescue,
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e In The White Heather the audience watched an
underwater fight between the hero and villain dressed in
diving suits. Fach had a knifc and the fight ended when
the hero cut the villain’s air-line and left him to drown.
The stage appeared to be underwater and there even
seemed to be fish swimming around the fighting men.

TRIS 1S NO PLAICE) §|
EOR F!&HTENGJ ﬂ
=D

j

Nay

IT
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Why did these plays stop? Why can’t you see them today?
Because of a Victorian invention — the moving picture show.
After 1920 the cinema was able to show bigger and more
exciting scenes (using camera tricks) than they could ever do
on stage. So in the end there was the most dramatic and
sudden death of all — the death of the Victorian theatre.

Grim ghosts

Poor people couldn’t afford to go to the theatre. So in the
dim and flickering firelight of a gloomy evening, how did
they entertain themselves? With stories.

And what better than a ghost story. Especially if it was a
true ghost story. Here is a case from Cornwall about some
villainous  Victorians to chill your bones colder than a
tombstone in the snow. ..
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isten, me dears, and 'l tell you the tale of two
brothers. One brother was Edmund Norway and he
was a scaman. On the night of 8th February 1840 he went
to bed in his cabin and fell asleep around 1l p.m. He was
a thousand miles away from his home in Cornwall.
He soon had a terrible dream that made him wake up
sweating and screaming. He told it to the ships officer,

Henry Wren. He said...

'l dreamed [ saw my brother killed. He was riding
his horse along the road from Bodmin to
Wadebridge. As he rode two men attacked him,
and | watched in horror as onc pointed a pistol at
"my brother, The pistol misfired twice so they
dragged him from the horse and used the pistol fo
club him to death before they robbed him. Then
one man dragged him across the road and dropped
him in a ditch. I have a terrible fear that my brother 2
has been murdered.

Officer Wren said, ‘Tt was just a bad dream. Go back
( to sleep. We'll be home in 2 week and you'll see your

brother is safe and sound.’
But when Edmund Norway landed there was terrible
news for him. “Your brother, Nevell, has been murdered,’

they said.
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The constables had made an arrest. On 13th April
William Lightfoot and his brother were found guilty of

murdering Nevell Norway and sentenced to hang. Before
he died, William confessed.

‘I met my brother at the top of Dummer Hill and
we plotted to rob the next person who came along.
Around Il p.m. we saw a man riding his horse along
the road from Bodmin to Wadebridge. As he rode
we two attacked him. He refused to hand over his
maoney so | pointed my pistol at him. The pistol
misfired twice so we dragged him from the horse
and used the pistol to club him to death before we
robbed him. Then my brother dragged him across
the road and dropped him in a ditch.’

How did Edmund Norway know about his brother's death
a thousand miles away and sailing in an ink-black sea?
| Perhaps his brother’s dying spirit slipped into his
dreams to say farewell? Who kaows? There's nothing as
mysterious as death.

So, when the night time comes, and

LY

e
darkness falls, go gently, my dears, ‘q\ﬁ,:'. ﬁ;\ﬁigg\ll] Y 3
| and may the angels watch k.t_;-%- i l”. ik
* over you. A
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Wrotten writers

The Victorans loved reading books. Popular writers then
were like pop stars today — and just as wild and wacky in the
way they lived.

Know-it-all adults think they know everythmg about
Victorian writers. But you can find out just how much they
know by asking them which of these odd facts about
Victorian writers arc truc and which are false?

111 G Wells had two pens for writing — a big pen for big
words and a small pen for small words.
2 Charles Dickens’ house was so cold his ink froze solid.

gl

YoUl STINK? WELL \
HAVE A BATH THEN ff

3 Poct Alfred Tennyson amused his friends by sitting down
and pretending to be someone on a toilet.

4 Playwright Dion Boucicault said, *On my gravestone |
want you to write, “Not dead, just sleeping”.’

5 Author Joseph Conrad tried to shoot himself ... but
misscd.

6 Playwright Oscar Wilde wrote The Ballad of Reading Gacol

i j:_.lil. {/— -\
7 TS Fﬁ ?D%H WAY OF SPELLING .TFHL

PONCY ‘,
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7 Joseph Kipling wrote The Jungle Book.

8 Poet William Wordsworth wrote about flowers (like his
famous ‘Daffodils’ poem) because he was mad about their
smell.

9 Writer Anthony Trollope stood for Parliament and won.
10 Poet Algernon Swinburne ate his pet monkey for dinner:,

Answers:
1 True. In his book 7he History of My Polly his character
savs, ‘Sesquippledan verboojuice!” It means *big words’.

What sort of pen did he need for that? Sl
_— K 1?
ez ", W/(
2
.—':'..—"'
£y "/;

2 Talse. Dickens was poor as a child, bur did well as a

writer and lived comlortably.
HAT A LAUGH ! |/
1) (WHAT A LAUGH! ),9 )
o 7%

3 'True.
'S mama

i
LAUGHABLE

s ‘__,-'f

fore ; f%ﬁ’l

L

Sl BOUCICAULT
LIES HERE

|7 HIS FIRST .
-, HOLIDAY

PR __.ﬂ.-—ﬂi;lq,.__..m
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Boucicault wrote 150 popular plays so he deserved a
break, Dying is a break too far for most people, though.
5 True, Conrad was fed up because he'd lost all his
moneyv gambling. He shot himself but missed his heart

and lived.

A BRILLIANT -

| WRITER
T,

6 False. Wilde went to }J.ll from 1895 1l 1897. But he
wrote the poem about the disgusting prison life m
1898 — a yecar afier hc came out of jail. Not a lot of

people know that. |

' "THE BALLAD GF A
7= YEAR AFTER 1 CAME
“ QUT OF READING ‘
GAQL"..HM..'D LOSE
THE MIDDLE BIT
IF I WERE YQU

7 True. Know-it-all adults will tell you, *It was Rudyard
Kipling who wrote The Jungle Book in 18§95, And you
can have great pleasure in telling them...

AR, BUT KIPLING'S FULL NAME
WAS TOSEPH RUDYARD KIPLING
- S000 SEE 1 WAS RICHT

\\‘* W h AR
3-‘;“:\ lk[} ‘.'k'k v \{
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8 Falsc. It must be false because William Wordsworth
had NO sensc of smell.

| WANDERED LONELY AS A CLoUd (/77"

AND THEN 1 SAW A BUNCH OF ROSES. | sm
| CANT SMELL THEM, NCT A WHIFF

NGT 17 YOU STUFFED THEM P ME NOSES

éﬁf@ Vv 5

'.;if@R...KEEP TRYING, wu.%
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9 Ialse. Trollope stood for Parliament and Jost. ‘The writer only
got 740 votes. He said going around trying to get votes. .

L 2as the wmost miserable fortnight of my life. Bt §
a lr ;\I.'I
rn-u wal 'II ;

10 True. He uscd to dress the monkey as a woman and treat
it like a lady. But one day the monkev, became jealous of one
of Swinburne’s friends and tried to bite its master. The

monkey was never seen again, Swinburne said he'd had it
killed and grilled and eaten.

27 HOPL YOU LIKED YOUR SCUP AND FiSH,
7/ | HOPE YOU LIKED YOUR PEACH AND GRAPE.
| KNOW YOU LIKED THAT "CHICKEN’ DISH=

WELL, SORRY FOLKS, THAT WAS MY APE
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Foul fairs

The Victorians could be pretty bloodthirsty and cruel when
it came to their idea of ‘fun’. Dogs killing rats, or men
boxing without gloves till their faces were bloody pulp — that
was their ‘fun’. Even the fairgrounds were cruel places. In
between the swings and roundabouts were ‘freak shows’. In
the 1860s you really could go and could see these. ..
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Now vou may wonder what people really saw when they paid
to see Madame Stevens, the Pig-faced Lady?
They saw a bear that;
e had its face and paws shaved;
e had its paws laced into padded gloves;
e was strapped to a chair with a table in front of it,

"Then the performance began, The bear was asked questions,

A boy prodded it with a stick after each question. The bear

grunted and that seemed to be a reply...

e Are vou 18 vears old? (Prod — Grunt.)

e Isittrue vou were born in Preston in Lancashire? (Prod —
Grunt.)

e Are you well and happy? (Prod — Grunt.)

e Are vou planning to get married? (Prod — Grant.)

But this was too cruel even for the Victorians and when the

fair reached Clerkenwell it was banned.

{WASNT WORTH  BEAR-FACED ROBBERY IF YOU ASK ME )
THE MONEY 7m— _




Terrible timeline 1870s-1890s

Famous and Fortunate

Forpotten and Failed

1871

Heur}f Morton Stanley,
famous Welsh explorer,

sets off into the heart of Africa
to find even-more-famous
Scottish  explorer  David
Livingstone. Sickly David
refused to come home and
died a couple of years later,
But Stanley went on to report
his adventures and became
famous. His fortune came
from working for the Belgian
King Leopold, turning the
African people into slaves
with torture, whippings and
chopping off bits of their
bodies.

ir Charies Dilke thinks

Queen Vic is a bit of a
waste of space. She shuts
herself away and doesn't do
anything useful. Charlie’s
answer? Get rid of the royal
family and replace the Queen
with a ‘President’ that
everyone (well, every man)
gets to vote for. Charlie wins a
lot of support, But then Vic's
son, Edward Prince of Wales,
falls ill. People feel sorry for
Vic and haven't the heart to
throw her off the throne.
Cheers for Charlie vanish and
he is soon forgotten.

4 I'M ONLY DDING
G IT FEJ THE Iilh[l

bt
_&..

SHOULD BE
FOR THE,
PRESIDENT

1874

Charies Kingsley wrote
one of the first children's

books, The Water Babies,

Thamas Castro, Australian
butcher, turns up in

EFngland and he claims to be



which made him famous. A
cheerful little stary about ten-
year-old Tom who suffers
terribly as a chimney sweep.
Tom falls into a river and
drowns, but that's all right
because he is changed into a
fishy water baby. Just don't try
jumping into a river if your
parent makes you
sweep a chimney. This year

cruel

Charles falls ill and dies soon
after — but does NOT change
into a waler baby. Sharmme.

o e T T

/) (13 HE DEAD?)

the long-lost son of Lady
Tichborne. Ile also claims the
long-lost son's fortune. Lady
T’s family can't bear to see
their fortune go to a phoney!
Tom He
loses the case and gets 14
years’ hard labour, Tough! But
men, women and children are
still working 14 hours a day in
Victorian factories — so, even
out of prison, many poor
people do “hard labour’, Like
Tom, they are forgotten.

1s taken to court.

THEN GDAY.IM
3 KINGSLEY'S LONG
LOST SON FROM
AUSTRALIA

L

N

1879

Josaph Swan is a clever
bloke from Sunderland,
north-east England. Clever
Joe invents something we all
use millions of times in our
lives — the electric light bulb.
All right, it's not a very good
one and it doesn't last long
but it's a Victorian first. In New
York, Thomas Edison makes a
light bulb too. Joe Swan says

Gcnﬁral Hutchinson
should have stuck to
being a general. Instead he
gets a job with the
government to check that
& bridges are safe. He checks
the Tay Rail Bridge near
Dundee - the longest bridge
in the world at the time. 'It's
finel’ says General Hutch, But
on 28

December a storm
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Tom pinched his idea. Tom wrecks it and sends a frain
Edison says Joe pinched his with a hundred passengers
idea. Let's call it a draw. Joe ‘ plunging 27 metres into the
goes on to be famous - but freezing water. The general
not as famous as Tom. isn't on the train. Shame,

ITS NOT VERY G000 c.umt: \ /775 NOT VERY GOGD
AND IT DOESN'T Lﬂs AND [T DOESN'T LAST
| \LCNC, BUT T WORKS /|L0KG, ﬁur T Waag,

1881 ——

Be:njamin Disraeli dies Sir George Colley has
but he has had a pretty been sent to sort out

successful life as a Prime some troublesome Dutch
Minister and as a writer of farmers in South Africa - part
novels. What is the secret of of the British Empire. Sir G
his success? He was a creep. says the farmers (Boers) are
He kept telling Queen Victoria ‘feeble soldiers’. Easy job
what a wonderfu! woman then? But at Majuba Hill these
she was and she loved it — ‘feeble’ Boer soldiers beat his
and she loved him. He came ¢ force of 1,500 ‘proper’
up with a super-duper idea to soldiers. One of the Boers
cheer up the miserable changes Sir G's mind. How
monarch. In 1877 he did he do that, you ask? He

persuaded Farliament to puts a bullet through Sir G's
make her ‘Empress of India’ forehead. And your mind
as well as Queen. She was s0 doesn’'t get much more
pleased that she made changed than that! Boers will
Disraeli 'Lord Beaconsfield'. cause Britain a lot of trouble
Fair swap. for 20 years.
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1888

ack the Ripper is the
most famous Victorian
villain of all, yet no one knows
his (or her] real name.
Hundreds of clever writers

have written hundreds of

clever books to "prove’ dozens
of suspects they think did it.
But they cant all be right -

unless there were dozens of @

Jack the Rippers working
together in a team to chop
up the eight victims. Some
detectives think Jack was a
doctor to Queen Vic, some

think he was a relative of |

Victoria: a famous person
who led a double life. As Jack
might have said, 'Who nose?’

Dr Joseph Bell is a really
clever feller. So clever

that Joe's friend, a writer
called Arthur Conan Doyle,
makes him the star of a new
detective book he has written.
But Arthur doesn't call the
detective Dr Joseph Bell., Oh,
no. He gives the book
detective a seriously weird
name Sherlock Holmes.
NMow Sherlock is the most
famous detective never to
have existed. Joe Bell, in the
meantime, is not famous at
all. Joe is very annoyed down
there in his cofflin. How do |
know? Elementary, my dear
reader.

L.E:v HFN
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1889

' obert Louis Stevenson
chtires to Samoa. This
popular author is best known
for his children's book,
Treasure Island. lle starled by
drawing a map of the
imaginary island and used
his friend W E Henley as the
villain, Long John Silver.
Would you make your friend
into a villain? If you are a
Harrible Histories reader
then the answer is prabably
Rob
knocked the book oul in two
weeks and said, 't was to be
a story for boys. Women were
excluded.” Qo-er! Famous -

L] i’

yes'. Anyway, Lou

among boys anyway.

ichard Figott is a
Rnewspaper reporter and
he wants a good story about
the head of the Irish
Farliamen! — Charles Parnell.
S0 Richard makes one up. lle
says Parnell was part of the
Phoenix Park Murder Plot in
Dublin. And to prove it Richard
has letters from Parnell ...
except Richard wrote them
himself, There is one problem
with the forged letters - the
spelling. The judges give
Figolt a spelling test and the
forger fails miserably. [le is
50 bad that the judges fall
about laughing. They must be

teachers in their spare time.

- *"’hﬁn Hovi bt muT

| CRULD PUT

1890

; THI M BNE IJF 2
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Cecil Khodes, failed cotton
qarower, set up a diamond

mine in South Africa and made & but,

his forlune. This year he

becomes prime minister of

96

oseph Carey Merrick
torgotten as Joe Merrick
sadly, remembered as

'The Clephant Mait. Al the age
of five he got a disease that



the Cape Colony. He wants to
make Africa into a British
colony and make the British
rich. Queen Vic loves that
idea and thinks Rhodes is a
star. Rhodes tricks the African
natives out of their lands,
upsets the Dutch (who also
to rob Africa of its
riches) and generally gets
Britain into the messy Boer
Wars. But Cecil is all right.

want

swelled his head and feet; bags
of brownish skin hang from
his face while one arm grows
almost like a flipper. He is
locked in a workhouse but
escapes — to a worse fate.
Instead of showing him pity,
villainous Victorians put him on
show in fairgrounds for people
to come and leer and jeer. Dr
Treves rescued Joe but Joe
dies this year at the age of 27.

G Wells is a writer with
Ha great idea. Take all this
science stuff that is going on
in Victorian Britain and write

stories about it. Last year he
wrote The Time Machine and
now ne is working on an even
wackier idea - The Ihwvisible
Man. He is even planning a
book aboul an alien invasion
from Mars, called War of the
Worlds. A hundred years later
and none of these things have

L 4

Y7

Eills Roberts didn't enjoy
a wonderful Victorian
invention. A railway up
Snowdon the highest
riiouritain in Wales — opens on
6 April this year. But at the
opening two trains run out of

control and crash into each

other before they tumbie
over the Cwmglas cliff. Two
hundred people survive and
no one is Killed - but pub
owner Ellis Roberts hurts his



happened - but some people
swear they have seen alien
invaders. Blame Wells. He
started it.

leg and it has to be cut off.
Oops! The railway goes on to
be a success, while Ellis and

his leg are forgotten.

1899

ir Herbert Kitchener is a

British army commander.
He likes to use machine guns
to massacre enemies who
don't have machine guns. In
the Sudan {Africa) his Brit
army killed 10,000 natives and
fost only 28 Brits. Kitchener
goes on fighting in South
Africa against the Boers. He
will be put in charge of the
British army in the First World
War. Then BOTH sides have
machine guns - . result?
Millions dead. Thanks, Kitch.

rcy Pilcher is anoiher of
those brave Brits who has

a dream of humans being abie
to fly. Percy has a glider, a bit
like today’'s hang-gliders only
not so strong. At Market
Harborough in England a big
crowd gather to watch him. If
they are hoping for a disaster
they get it. The tail falls off
Percy’s machine and he falls
ten metres on to his head.
Dead. Britain needed brave
people like him - they died but
they tried. Still, he is forgotten.
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Talk like a villainous Victorian

Now you may think vou’re smarter than those villainous
Victorian kids who never went to school (lucky kids!). And if
you met ong, they might struggle to understand vou!

'AND TOLD HIM 'BOUT THIS WICKED
RCCK GROUP DH THE BOX w"‘""f

YO

/501 TEXTED RIM 6N HIS H%M\j

W \\Nu,r,ﬁaw i
riﬁ\g\u‘ )

But the truth is you, with all vour schooling, would find it
just as hard to understand them!

'M A BIT OF A PUDDING=SNAMMER AND A SNICK
FADGER, WHILE MY MUM IS MORE OF A SNOW DROPPER
AND A TERRY SNEAK L,

— it

}%M//fllr[ﬁ
(o

bl
o

OF COURSE MY DAD IS A RIVER RAT AT
NIGHT AND A FOGLE HUNTER BY DAY -TILL %
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WANTED Mg FOR 1S FRGGER OR HiS LITTL
?L My DADLIKESY
FAGS T0O'

NAH, YOU TOM TUG,YOU DODDY, YOU Gump. ¥/ Yol gvﬂw
YOU'RE A REAL STRUT NODDY, AREN' T YOU?
%/‘ﬁijr }w mefﬁ w 7 \j pigE At

/i /

.-“

/50 HE DECIDED TO BECOME A BACK 3U EﬂPE. R, AND @

o, -

/30 WE CRACKED THE CRIB BUT THE OWNER STARTED T0
YAFFLE AND DAD GAVE HIM A DING ON THE COCONUT
THAT NEARLY TWISTED THE CODS HEAD 1 \Yﬁ

Ni ARV FEONSREME
%' o (AT’ sno?g \ ﬁ
{ ﬁ‘z::‘s £

ZYLL SAY! DAD'S IN THE STURRABIN AND MUM'S IN THE
PAN.| WAS LIVING ON STAGGERING BOB AND POGSBODY

TlLL | MET You (o *mqm.,
) c{ THAT'S asmaj
AR | k .

/17 15 0URE A REAL EL}D'S HEAD AND J'VE K]I}D‘:’”NIF’PEJ}W
YOUR SPANGLE SO I'M @FF‘ T0 GET SOME WOBBLER

km W!LL"IIJ"\\ TR \‘:’ Wb}_‘ AL
N WONDER WHAT e, -
3 COUNTRY Ny
3 p HE WAS FRDMEJ L

You got that? No? Oh, well here’s what those words mean...
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pudding-snammcr

snick fadger

SHOW dmppﬁr

ferry sncak

river rat

fogle hunter
Anabaptist

back jumper
fagger

little snakesman

Tom Tug
doddy

gump
strut noddy

& cracked the crib

yaffle

£ ding on the coconut bash on the head

Villainous Victorian Phrasebook

=

rTH

e
o

someone who steals {from bakeries
someone who steals little coins

someone who steals washing hung out

to dry
somcone who steals watches

someone who strips corpses found
drowned in a river

someone who stcals sifk handkerchiefs

a thicf who has been caught and
thrown in a pond

a burglar who goes through back doors

a small boy who can slip through a
small window to let a burglar in

a fagger who slips through drains to
get in 2 housc

mug or idiot
Scots for idiot
Yorkshire for idiot

someone who doesn’t know how
stupid thc}' really are

broke into 2 house

shout

LT
S A
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S S
[ twisted killed -
*-LE sturrabin prison N :

pan workhouse

staggering bob scraps of meat

dogshody pease pudding

cod’s head fool

kiddy-nipped pick-pocketed ]
£ spangle moncy i
: wobbler boiled leg of mutton . }
L2V R . NN

Getting the message
Victorian villains didn’t just have their own speech. They
had their own set of coded signs too.

Are you a door-to-door salesman (a *hawker’) going to call
at that posh house and ask for some food or money? Better
look at the sign chalked on the gatepost first. Your villainous
friends have been there first and left a secret note. ..

'USED T0 BE
600D TILL SOME
BEGGAR UPSET
THEM'
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HAWKERS GET A

()
MONTH IN JAIL'

Why not lcarn from history? Mark vour teachers!

(Good TEACHER)
. L‘u&axz 10 BE COOD TILL \

L £ ™, -
S e
3 A
. h"
L Ty
P !
oy (1Y o
LE i i, "

AL i 3 \"' ‘ @i‘{l‘: ll]l
TROUBLEMAKERS B, [\

L2 (TROUBLEMAKERS \
£8) |CET CHAINED TO THE |

' et DESK AND FORCED

NEAMTBACHER P71 70 EAT DOUBLE

P Y40 schooL-dinweR

. | WS 9\ TBULLET-PEAS'
Whe 0 0 o L e
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Criminal cures

Living in Victorian Britain was smelly, painful and cruel.
Could you have survived even one single day?

The Victorians had some cures that would shock a modern
doctor. For example, the chemical arsenic 1s a deadly poison —
Victorian murderers loved to use it. But some people
swallowed arsenic to cure their warts. (Swallow too much
and you would never have to worry about your warts again!)

It cost a lot of money to visit a Victorian doctor. Sa
parcnts would come up with their own (cheap) wavs of
treating their children.

Can vou match these Victorian cases to their cures?
Probably doesn’t matter if you get them wrong — they
wuuldn‘t work an}-'wa}*!

{'1., RESS 3 W
o Huuseho Id notes s
" PROBLEM ® ??
S 1Bar ache
| LDuly futth

bA Dotk (g ythew spot)
vt el
. 8 Clulblains (itchy Disters )
= 9. Tapaworms in the slomach
4 10 LUEU"DS A Vo §,
:’!f,ff;;;ﬁ-“ G e il T e AN mhﬂ@g
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Q) Fill ik awith uldres | f
Wrop o swedy sotk ground the neck 7

Answers:
1g) A potato would be baked
in an oven, then wrapped in
a scarf that was fastened
round the head so the hot
potato was against the ear. A -
baked onion would do if vou Fi=E)
didn’t have a potato handy. Some people said it worked!
2d) The salt works well as a tooth cleaner — not so sure
about the soot. Would you want to kiss someone who'd
cleaned their tecth in sout?
Ja) The Victorians used a sort of rubber called ‘gutta
- percha’. It was used for toys and golf balls. It went soft
- 1n boiling water so all you had to do was heat it, bung it
in the hole in the tooth, then let it set. Useless!
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4j} A cure for boils was to put on something hot,
wrapped in cloth — a ‘poultice’. Porridge oats would
work — but you could use mashed carrots, a slice of wet
bread, a cloth soaked in vinegar (if you want to smell like
a chip shop) or hot beer (if you want to smell like a pub).
5b) Phew! But true. The scent of a mouldy sock was
supposed to clear the head. The Victorians also put wet
salt in the hand and sniffed hard. It was supposed
help with a blocked nose — burt if your nose was sore it
would be very painful. 'Snot nice. Better to sniff and
suffer. Or you could try one of these other useless cold
Curcs. ..

e Soak your fect in hot water with mustard.

e Roast a goose and scoop out the grease to rub into
vour back and chest.

e Drink hot whisky.

L

{8 60D A COLT

6i) For some reason the handagf: had to be red. The
usual material was a wool stuff called flannel. Cosy. But
a cure? I think not.

7e) Boil them all together for 20 minutes, then add a
small bottle of rum. Have a teaspoon of the mixture
three times a day. Yeuch! Let’s face it — if YOU had a
cough, and someone threatened to give you a dose of
that lot, vou’d soon stop coughing. Perfect cure!
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8h) Nice, ¢h? Especially in winter. If you got the
dreaded chilblains on your feet, then vou could slap wet
bread on them. That’s a bit awkward if vou fancy a
came of football,
| Y¢) These jolly little worms live in vour gut and feed on
vour food, Se all you have to do is starve vourself and
- You starve the worm. Now comes the clever bit — fry
| some bacon and the smell will drive the hungry little
- parasite mad. It will leap out of your mouth to get at the
bacon. You got him! Unless he gets the bacon first,
turns round and gets you!
10f) Bury one piece of string for cach wart. As the
string rots then the wart rots away. 1"hat’s a lot of rot.
Another trick was to rub your wart with a piece of |
steak, put the steak in 2 marchbox and bury it. Don’t |
stake your life on it working. ‘

Quacks for the Qucen
Victoria was potty about her husband, Albert. Then Albert
died. She was so miscrable that she refused to be seen in
public for years. Vicroria photographed every part of the
room where Albert died to make sure nothing would
change — so she could pretend he hadn’t died. A jug of hot
water was placed in his room each dav. His dressing gown
was laid on his bed each night. She even had a cast made of
his hand and kept a copy so she could hold hands with him,

The doctors couldn’t make her happy — so they gave her
happy drugs (laudanum). Before long, Queen Vic was a drug
addict.

While sad Vie swallowed her happy drugs, the poor people
in Britain had no pill for their sicknesses. . .
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Singing the blues

The disease ‘cholera’ was caused by drinking dirty water full
of human poo and pee. In 1849, 54 people from London’s
slums wrote to The Tunes newspaper about their terrible
totlets — or ‘privies’ as they called them. The cholera must
have affected their spelling too, because here’s what they

Wrotc. ..

Sir.
We live in muck and filth. We aint got no
privez, no dust bins, no water splies and no
drain or suer in the whole place. If the Colera

comes Lord help us.

W I".]\. -_'\"\: l fi oo~
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Test your teacher

Teachers are clever people. Far too clever to read a Florrible
Histories book. So keep this one hidden in case they stumble
across 1t and see the answers to the villainous questions you
are going to ask them about the Victorian age. Here we go. ..

1 A potato famine hit Scotland in the 1840s and hundreds
died. One of the men sent to help them had the right name
for the job. What was he called?

a) lvor Cornhill (I've a hill of corn, geddit?)

b) Pine Coffin

¢) Scot eeder

2 Sir Robert Peel created the police force, but the bobbies
couldn’t stop him dying in a traffic accident. How did he die?
a) He was crushed under the whecls of a carriage while
crossing the road. Splat!!!

b) He was crossing a railway line when a train hit his coach.
Splinter!!!

¢) He fell off his horse and the horse fell on top of him.
Scrunch!!!

3 In 1875 the first one was opened in London. First what?
a) Roller-skating rink
b) Ice-skating rink

c) Bottle of ink

I 7 i . W ;; ':]:' L ': j
AN -*‘ s

e , TI7 rr',"
i
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4 In 1876 William Gladstone lost his job as prime minister to
old enemy Benjamin Disracli. So now he spends his time
writing a book! What does he write?

a) A book on how to become a great prime minister, just like
him. Boastful,

b} A fairv story for children with a man like Disracli as the
wicked wizard. Revengeful.

¢) A horrible history book. Dreadful.

3 Queen Victora’s sun, Edward, got married. One guest at
the wedding was a three-year-old German prince. What did
he do that caused a bit of trouble?

a) He was supposed to carry the ‘train’ at the back of the
bride’s dress. But he had stuffed himself with sweers and
threw up all over 1t. e

BARE!

1 now ?R@Ioum: :

At e fTAAR ,{’" 1'- T,

D) He was guarded bj»-' two princes because he was so naughty
and he bit their legs to try to escape.

¢) The archbishop, in his tall hat and fine robes, walked past
and the prince stuck out a foot and tripped him up. The
archbishop died and the wedding was put off.

6 How dad some Victorians try o discover the name of a thief

who robbed them?

a) They called in Sherlock Holmes — great brain.
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b) They baked a toad in a ball of clay — great pain.
¢) They went to church and prayed for God to strike the
thief with lightning — not sanc.

7 The Gloucester hangman liked to show off at public
executions to give the crowd a laugh. What did he do?

a) He tap-danced on the scaffold while the crowd waited for
the prisoner Lo arrive —a bit of a jig.

b) He wore a black hood aver his head but put false hair on
top of it — a bit of a wig,

17’5 MY HANGING HRIRPIECE MY \

EXECUTION-DAY TOUPEE My |
ROPING RUG,MY HOPING-THE-TWIG >
| WIC, 1Y DISPATCHING THATCH, Y./~ A |

0

Rl TL L R 5 e L, :

‘x.mlll K R I,
el p et { ) RS (T e )
- T s el Lt
o T N

¢) He let the victim drop, then twirled the rope — a bit of a pig.
8 A train crash in Wales left 33 passengers dead. What did
their train hit?

a) A couple of petrol wagons. The passengers fried - boom
and sizzle.

b) The wall of a dam. The passengers drowned — bang and
drizzle.

¢) A lorry carrying fireworks. The passengers exploded —
whoosh and fizzle.

9 In the 1860s women were wearing wide skirts called
‘crinolines’. Very fashionable. One big problem. What?

a) The crinoline material could be itchy. As Victorian women
wore no knickers, they spent half their lives trying not to
scratch their bottoms.
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b) The crinoline material was made from the skin of very
rarc white badgers and they became extinet by 1873 when
the last one was shot.

c) The skirts were very wide at the bottom and could casily
get too near a coal fire. Crinoline burned fast and furious,
and several women were burned to death 1n accidents.

10 Top actress Sarah Bernhardt had a curious habit. What?
a) She liked to have a bath in the milk of 20 black asses.

b) She liked to sleep m a cottin cach night.

¢} She liked to polish her false teeth with white boot polish to
make them shine.

Answers:

1b) Sir Edward Pine Coftin was given the job of making

sure the extra food supplies were shared out in
- Scotland. Of course, the starved Scots didn’t usc pinc
coffins — they were just buried in blankets,
2c¢) In July 1850 Bob Peel was riding up Constitution
Hill in London when he fell and his horse fell on top of
him. This was not good for his health. Do not try it at

home - or on Constitution TTill. : P
UURH YOUVE SAT}
IN SOMETHING j

e
e s fedind

{
3a) Roller skates had been invented over a hundred vears

before but this was the first ‘rink” to be built. Back n
1760 skates were worn by Joseph Merlin to a musical
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party. e skated into the ballroom. playing a violin.
Sadly he lost control, skated into a £500 mirror, smashed
it, smashed his violin and almost cut himself ro shreds.

(1CAN SEE MYSELF\ £
GETTING INTD o
. TROUBLE HERE 4’

gﬁ B e

s e e

g

i P

4¢) The Bulgarian Horrors is about the terrible Turkish
torturers that had attacked the helpless Bulgarian
people. The book was a huge success, selling 200,000
copies in a week. But Gladstone went back to
Parliament and became prime minister agamn. Well,
being prime minister is easier than being an author ...
as any author will tell vou.

5b) Little Prince Wilhelm of Germany was ‘guarded’
by two English princes because he was so naughty. And
little Prince W did not want to be guarded, 50 he
dropped off his scat in "
church, crawled along '«’jl
the floor and bit the legs M
of his guards. This
charming child grew up
o be Kaiser Wilhelm
who led Germany into
the First World War
agamnst Britain. Millions
died. Shame he didn’t
just stick to biting legs.
6b) In the Middle Ages the peasants believed this old
magic worked. They baked a toad in a ball of clay, then

.

'CAN YOU GET RABIESR
FROM PRINCES?,




broke open the clay; they believed the toad would scratch
the name of the thief before it died. Amazingly some
people in Victorian England still belicved this nonsense.

[ 1S, GET-ME- )
| QUT-BF-HERE-M-

[ WHAT IS THE | h il
g Kizﬁﬁa=w&u=maaaws
I. 2 = m'—f&;{}r\ﬂ[&k’m

THIEF'S NAME? £

7¢) Not only did he spin the corpse on the end of the
rope, he also slapped it on the back and shook hands
with it. T1e pretended to have a chat to it and all the
while the audience were laughing.

/"1 SAY. | SAY, | SAYTHEARD
@w COOD CHOKES LATLLY?RA ff.};;\

R
11 Wl

8a) The train was travelling from Chester to Holyhcad
when it hit a couple of petrol tankers. 'The passengers
were swallowed by a fireball. Horrible.

CERTRINLY NOT-)
S 2 RETTER BURNED
58 | » THAN BUFF )

[

114



= e TR T T P LKL

| 10b) Sleeping in a coffin was fine so long as nobody

came along and nailed the lid down. Sarah also kept a
cheetah as a per.

‘{%\F i) m“\l' \?ﬁﬂ

Y \
3 1=4
®

TE HEARD OF DYING IN YOUR SLEEP Sviih
BUT NEVER BEING BURIED IN YOUR BED
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Top ten villainous Victorians

Victorian villains were greedy, ruthless, cruel and didn’t
care who they hurt. Some villains were poor people robbing
other poor people. But some were rich and robbing
everyone — filthy rich. Or just plain filthy. There were
thousands of these villains and you could write a hundred
top tens, But here is a Horrible Histories top ten.

10 Theophile Marzials

Charge: Murdering the English language

Theo was a poet who made hundreds of people sutfer when
he started rcading his poems. One of the worst was the
poem he called ‘A Tragedy’. Next time your teacher asks you
to read your favourite poem to the class, then make them all
suffer with this codswallop...

ol
< Death! Plap.
The barges down the river flop.
Flop, plep! 2
 The vozy waters that lounge and flop
On the black scrag-piles where the loose cords plop,
As the raim wind whines mn the thin trec-top.
Plop, plop.
At the water that vozes up, plop and plop,
On the barges that flop
And dizzy me dead.
L might reel and drop.

Plop Dead. AT T :
: Dr_ﬂp D ead. 4 Villainometer
Ff.’-ﬂ. fi’ﬂﬂ .Pfﬁﬁ. 4 raiing: 2};‘10
- ..




9 William Foster

Charge: Cruelty to children for over 130 years

Up until 1869 parents could send their children to school IF

they wanted to —and IF there was a school in the area. Then

in 1870 wicked William Foster came up with a horrific idea —

school for everyone and everyone will be farced to gol!!
L'here are a hundred ways that young peoplc learn — Will

decided that packing a bunch of kids into the same room to

learn the same thing at the same time is the best. And today’s

young people are still stuck with that wacky idea. Cruel or
what?

HND WE BAN CROSS=EYED TEACHERS B ﬁus&: N
TEACHER MUST BE ABLE 50 CONTRAL H PUPILS! R
\ EYES=PUPILS, GEDDIT ? HEH! HEH! -y

Wf‘%m'ﬁ PRl

.-J/Jb' f .".IH .I
&' 0H,80Y! ONE HUNDRED \ | BB 7
AND TRIRTY YEARS OF THIS -] &
B

D S S 13 S DA o W A NI 7 P BT AT r g5
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/ Villainometer rating: 3/10 =
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8 Justice Blackborough

Crime. Using the law to make money

Justice Blackborough was a judge. He was paid well for
being a judge but he was greedy. He was paid more every
time someone was set free on ‘bail’ — when arrested, people
paid him money so they didn’t have to stay in jail while they
waited for a trial. Every time B].cllelJDlUle,ll gave someone
‘bail’ he was paid two shillings and four pence — a week’s
wage for a poor flower-seller. So Blackborough sim ply had

Lk}



dozens of innocent people arrested, gave them bail and
pocketed the money.

@'s ms 3u5'f.ﬂ:;. JUSTICE BLACKROROUGH? | 'ﬂ

7' JUSTICE 00D AS YOURE
GONNA GET, SUNSHINE Jb :

N e B o T B Vo B o o S 0 i N R B G S 0 e

A

e

“K"H‘._E:\.

Villainometer rating: 4/10
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7 George Hudson (the ‘Railway King')

Charge: Robbing the rich.

Georgic had over a thousand miles of rathways built in Britain
and made the Victorian period the age of the railways. But
his main aim was to make himself very rich. He lied and
cheated to get money from other people —and even sold land
that didn’t belong to him. Neat trick. But when he was
found out hundreds of people lost their money. (George was
the Member of Parliament for Sunderland, and he kept that
job even when the world knew he was a cheat,

FLWILL MAKE A PERFECT MEMBER OF PARLIA ENT
NG ONE, IS SETTER AT LYING AND CHERTING THAN HE

S AN TR
(1

e

s

L,

e L Ly
Zi _ ¥
£ Villainometer rating: 6/10
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6 Mr Sneyd-Kynnersley

Crime: Cruelty ta children

Mr S-K was head teacher at a public school in Victorian
England. One of his pupils was the artist Roger Fry who
described Sneyd-Kynnersley’s beatings of the bovs. Roger
Fry had to help the horrible headmaster with the floggings. .
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And vou thought your teacher was badr

5 Lord MacDonald

Crime: Rohbing the poor and needy

The MacDonald clan were starving in the 1848 Scottish
famine, but there was cheap food for them m Liverpool. ‘I
will buy 1t!” said the Scottish chieftain, Lord Mac. He bought
it — then sold it for twice as much as he'd paid, Lord
MacDonald pocketed the money, while his people starved.

{’ | muw tha A MACDONALD 1 ﬁ

Mﬁ\ \];"L'-'r T
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Villainometer rating: 7,/10 2 " J
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4 Queen Victoria’s government
Crime: Making poor people’s life a misery
It was the government that made the laws. But the
government was run by the rich people, so the laws they
made were for the rich. (The government even started a war
in China to look after rich British drug dealers.)

When there was suffering it was the ordinary people who
suffered. The poor were punished for petty crimes — even
children — and were left to rot in slums and dic of discase.

And the government could he criminally useless too. They
sent men off to fight in the Crimean War against Russia, but. ..

%E%SE{I;JT THE MEAT ‘F‘HP(T\}]:EF F WE SENT igu CLOTHES &
U0 THE MEA?\F KEEP 70U WARM

TNITwAS POISONED AND |/RUT WE COULDNTTE
=3 WAS DEADLY AS A WEAR THE NEW

B RUSSIANBUCLET | s00Ts vou- - AL
P age—|| SENT BECAUSE (8l

THEY WERE ALLY
LEFT-FOOTED

B
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3 Dr Neill Cream

Crime: Serial killing

For some reason the Victorian age was the age of the
poisoner, and Neill Cream was one of the deadlicst. Dr
Crcam went to prison in the United States for murdering
three women and a man. But they released him so he could
come to Britain and kill still more. (‘T'hanks, America.)
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He offered tablets to girls saying they would make them
really lovely — they made them really dead instead.

He then offered to help the police to catch the killer, He
seems L0 have had a twisted sense of humour. He emptied
the posh Metropole Hotel in T.ondon by printing and
sending out a notice to all the guests. [t read...

1 . - *
LR TR IR AT AL . : e e | | et MY
..".ﬂ

s

T Ellen Donworth's Death | 2
N To the guests of the Metropole Hotel :

L adies and Gentlemen,

| hereby notify you that the person who poisoned
Ellen Donworth on the 13th of October last year is
today working at the Metropole. Your lives are in

danger as long as you stay in this hotel.

Yours faithfully,
q W London, April 1892
:%31.."1"'- (TR o UL L L RTP LS (A w.]‘-ﬁ'ﬂ'

As Cream was hanged he cried, ‘I am Jack the Ripper!”
However, when Jack the Ripper was killing girls in London,
Neill Cream was in prison in America — so he must have
used a very long knife to chop them. Still, Cream probably
killed more people than the famous Ripper, and his victims
died more slowly and in more pain.

T T T T e e e e g
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Villainometer rating: 8/10
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2 Lord Londonderry

Crime: Slavery

The Londonderry family owned lots of land in the north of
England. When coal was found on their land thev made a
tortunc sclling 1t. But the men, women and children who

did the digging and the dving to get that coal were treated
like slaves,

e lLord Londonderry made £61,304 in a year from selling

coal. Iis miners were lucky to make £8 a year. The
miners hated the Londonderry family. Wonder why?
e The miners went on strike for more money. Lord

Londonderry threw them out of their homes and brought
in other cheap workers to keep his money coming in.
When there was an explosion at a colliery, the mine
managers blocked off the mineshaft so the coal could be
saved. The men underground werc left to dic.

A disaster killed 95 men in one of his pits and the poor
miners’ wives and children were paid just one week’s wages
tor their dead husbands. T'he rest of the town raised £4263
for the families. Lord Londonderry refused to give a penny.
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s A writer later turned the tale mto a poem...
The hundred men of Haswell, all died on thar same day;
They all died in the same hour; all died the self-same way.
‘Oh you rich man of Haswell, now help us, please, they cried.
A full week’s wage he puid them Jor every man who died.
And when the wage was grven, his rich chest locked up he;
The won lock clicked sharply, the momen wept bitterly.
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{ Villainometer rating: 9/10
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1 Queen Victoria

Crime: Robbery

Victoria took the throne and all the wealth that went with 1t.

While most of her people had to work hard to earn their

maoney, Victoria did nothing. In fact, after her dear husband

died she spent 40 years hidden away from the people she was

supposed to lead ... but still took the money, of course.
Taking money you haven't earned? Isn't that robbery?
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That’s all right then. She was amused, while millions of her
people slaved in the mines and the factories, shivered in the
slums and the workhouses, and starved with the poverty and
the famines,

V-"—’-”ji;
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tipilogue

In 1901 Queen Victora died and her son, Edward VII, took
the throne. He was 39 vears old and was beginning to think
the old Queen would never kick the bucket.

A lot of things changed in the 63 vears she was on the
throne — at the start people were hanged in public, women
and children worked down mines, and doctors wore mucky
black coats to operate on patients.

At the end there were motor cars, a massive British
Empire and machine guns. (The last two killed millions in
the 20th century, but the first 1s catching up [ast.)

There were still slums, wars, disease and crime when
Edward came to the throne. There stll are...

Victorian Prime Minister Benjamin Disracli said Victoria

did not rule over o#e nation — she ruled over 7o nations.

e Two groups of people who cach didn’t understand how
the other one lived or thought or fel,

e Two groups of pcople who ate different food, had
different ways and even lived under different laws.

e 'I'wo groups of peuple who might have been from ditferent
planets. .

i " N
T nations — the rich and the poor.

R

126



Many ol the poor were villainous. To stay alive, thev haed 1o
be. They robbed and rioted, grabbed and garrotted, stabbed
and stole in a world of hangings and hatred, disease and easy
death.

Many of the rich were villainous. They had to be to cling
on to what they had. There were cheating chicftains and
beating tcachers who made slaves of servants and delighted
in drink and drugs.

The two nations often hated one another. The writer GW
Reynolds knew which was the worst. In his book, The
Sailor’s Wife. one of his characters raves...

There is no class in the world as heartless as the English
upper class. Even mhen they give money to the poor they
are only giving back « tiny part of the massive wealth
they have made from the poor. They made it from the
blood and the muscles of the wretched, slaving, starving
millions,
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History with the nasty bits left in!

The Villainous Victorians lets you in on the darkest secrets of
(Queen Victonia’s Britain — from hard-living crimimal kids
to harder-hearted toffs who were criminally cruel.
Want to know:

@ why burglers were scared of bogies?

@ which poet said he ate an ape?

@ how a snick fadger might kiddy-nap your spangle?
Read on for prisoners, poisoners and Peelers and some
devious dodges for making money that you shouldn 't try.
Find out about the famous and the forgotten Victorians, then
discover who tops the charts as the biggest villain of them all!
History has never been so hotrible!
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