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Myra Livingston, the well-known poet, anthol-
ogist and teacher, enchanted by the unusual
place names she encountered in England—Skittle,
Needles-on-Stoor, Chipping, for example—found
herself making un limericks for many of them. This
collection is the product of that trip and that in-
terest, delineating such unexpected characters as
a ghost in a graveyard, a frightened soothsayer, a
ribald old parrot, and
Cried a man on “he Salisbury Plain,
“Don’t disturb . —I’'m counting the rain;
Should you cause me to stop
I might miss half-a-drop
And would have to start over again.”
Joseph Low, a distinguished graphic artist, has
made witty and entertaining illustrations that
match this entertaining collection.
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Said a gluttonous man of New Wales,
“Since I’ve eaten a bevy of qualils,

A small sownder of swine

And a drove of young kine,
Would you please help me finish the snails?”

1'8









A AN y'



Said a serious scholar from Leech,
“I have written a glorious speech
Which will clearly explain
Who invented the rain
And taught all of the barn owls to screech.

“Furthermore, it will set matters right
As to why daytime differs from night,
Who discovered the tree
And conceived of the bee,
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And, in essence, why I am so bright
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A man on the Isle of Wight
Complained his left shoe was too tight;
Whereupon he resolved
This was easily solved
By exchanging the left for the right.
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Cried a maid in the Manor at Foss,
“This old building is making me cross!
I am covered with dust,
Several cobwebs and rust,
Not to mention great patches of moss.”
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A meticulous person of Grange

Once declared, ‘““Though my friends think me strange
Teaching roosters to crow
And the weeds how to grow,

They would be most confused should I change.”
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A ribald old parrot of Cuffley
Explained, “If I speak rather toughly,
If I swear and I curse,
Put the blame on my nurse,
Who raised me uncommonly roughly.”

33












There was a young woman of Brighton

Who slept every night with her light on:

“It is not,”” she declared,
“That I’'m skittish or scared—
Just the slightest bit easy to frighten.’
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A fine lady of Gorley on Thames
With a passionate fondness for gems
Was so frightened of thieves
She hid pearls in her sleeves
And sewed bracelets and rings in her hems.
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4-WAY STOP
AND OTHER POEMS

by Myra Cohn Livingston

Reflecting many moods—absurd, humorous,
light-hearted, thoughtful, sad—these poems offer
a wide range of interest for young readers. Chew-
ing bubble gum, watching television commercials,
grieving for a dead pet, observing the ways of birds
or animals, moon, clouds, ocean, meadow, these
are among the subjects whose essence is caught.
Some of the poems deal with themes of historical
interest, such as our national holidays and sym-
bols of our past, from a more contemporary slant
than is found in traditional verses about our
country.

As in two recent collections of her poetry, The
Way Things Are and The Malibu, Myra Liv-
ingston—a well-known anthologist, lecturer and
teacher, as well as poet—demonstrates her abid-
ing interest in today’s young people and in all that
touches and concerns them.
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