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THENONSENSE FOEMS OF

EDWARD LEAR

How pleasant to know Mr. Lear!

Who has written such volumes of stuff!
Some think him ill-tempered and queer,
But a few think him pleasant enough.

Edward Lear (1812-1888), English
humorist and artist, began to write
nonsense poems and limericks as a
diversion from his professional life
as an illustrator of birds and
landscapes. In his nonsensical
world of imaginary and real
animals and exaggerated people,
Lear played with conventions and
idioms of the English language and
caricatured himself and his faithful
cat, Foss.

Here are Edward Lear’s classic
nonsense poems, vividly illustrated
by the celebrated early twentieth-
century artist Leslie Brooke. Well-
known pieces such as “The Owl
and the Pussy-cat” and “The
Jumblies” and lesser-known poems
like “Calico Pie” delight both
children and adults with their
humor, craftsmanship, and playful
spirit.
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THE OWL AND
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The Owl and the Pussy-cat

The Owl and the Pussy-cat went to sea
In a beautiful pea-green boat,

They took some honey, and plenty of money,
Wrapped up in a five-pound note.
The Owl looked up to the stars above,
And sang to a small guitar,
“O lovely Pussy! O Pussy, my love,
What a beautiful Pussy vou are,
You are,
You are!
What a beautiful Pussy you are!”
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The Pobble Who Has No Toes
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The Courtship of the Yonghy-Bonghy-Bo

Music by Edward Lear
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jug with-out a han-dle; These were all his worldly goods, In the middle ofthe woods, These were
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The Jumblies

The water it soon came in, it did,

The water soon came in;
So to keep them drv, they wrapped their feet
In a pinky paper all folded neat,

And they fastened it down with a pin.
And they passed the night in a crockerv-jar,
And each of them said, “How wise we are!
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The Pelican Chorus
Music by Edward Lear
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The Pelican Chorus

And away they flew in a gathering crowd
Of endless birds in a lengthening cloud.
Ploftskin, Pluffskin, Pelican jee, —
We think no Birds so happy as we!
Plumpskin, Ploshkin, Pelican jill, —
We think so then, and we thought so still!




The Pelican Chorus

And far away in the twilight sky,

We heard them singing a lessening cry, —
Farther and farther till out of sight,

And we stood alone in the silent night!
Often since, in the nights of June,

We sit on the sand and watch the moon:
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The New Vestmerts

o)







THE NUTCRACKERS
ANDTHE SUGAR-







The Nutcrackers and the Sugar-tongs
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The Nutcrackers and the Sugdi-tongs

The Frying-pan said, “It's an awful delusion!”
The Tea-kettle hissed and grew black in the face;
And they all rushed downstairs in the wildest confusion,
To see the great Nutcracker-Sugar-tong race.
And out of the stable, with screamings and laughter
(Their ponies were cream-coloured, speckled with brown)
The Nutcrackers first, and the Sugar-tongs after,
Rode all around the yard, and then all round the town.
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THE NONSENSE POEMS OF

EDWARD LEAK

“My brother and I were always
drawing, like any other children,”
wrote Leonard Leslie Brooke, “and
I went on drawing; there is my
whole story.” Born in 1862 in
Birkenhead, England, he received
his training at the Royal Academy
Art Schools and established himself
as an illustrator with The Nursery
Rhyme Book (1897). The classic
Jobnny Crow'’s Garden (1903) and
two volumes of Lear’s nonsense
poems — The Pelican Chorus
(1899) and The Jumblies (1900) —
added to his string of successes.
His mastery of whimsical
characterization and creative use of
line and delicate pastel colors add
his sense of humor to the craft and
wordplay of Lear. Leslie Brooke
died in 1940.

Jacket design: Andrew Shoolbred
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