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PREFACE TO THE FIFTH EDITION 

IN this edition the etymologies have been thoroughly revised, and 
for the most part rewritten, by G. W. S. Friedrichsen, to whom I 

express my sincere thanks for undertaking a laborious task. 
Numerous correspondents have sent in useful suggestions for 

improving the dictionary, all of which are gratefully acknowledged 
and many of which have been adopted in part or in full. Particular 
mention must be made of the contributions of P. B. M. Allan, R. W. 
Burchfield (who read through the proofs), the late Dr R. W. Chap¬ 
man, L. F. Schooling, and G. C. Vanneck. 

With regard to hyphening, some doubt is often felt when the 
hyphen in a word coincides with the end of a line. To clarify the 
matter a true hyphen is repeated at the beginning of the following 

line- E. McL, 1963 

PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION 

IN this completely revised and reset edition numerous corrections 
and additions have been made to bring the book up to date. 

Thanks are due to the many correspondents who have pointed out 
errors or suggested improvements. Especially must I express my 
gratitude to Dr Scholes, Dr Honeyman, and Mr J. M. Wyllie for 
the valuable assistance given for musical terms, chemical terms, and 
many technical terms. The officials of the Clarendon Press too, past 
and present, have throughout been most helpful. 

In this edition the system of pronunciation devised for the Pocket 
Oxford Dictionary has been adopted, the senses have been usually 
numbered, the general abbreviations have been collected into an 
appendix, and the swung dash has been freely employed. 

Swung dash (-~). 
To save space the ‘swung dash’ or ‘tilde’ is very frequently used 

in the body of the article or the fist of derivatives. It represents 
either the complete word at the beginning of the article or the un¬ 
inflected part of that word often marked by a vertical line. As, for 
example, in the article repeat, ~ stands for repeat (or repeat), ~ed 
for repeated, ~edLY2 for repeatedLY2, ~ing for repeating, ~er1 for 
repeatER1; and in the article reverberate we have mating, ~ate, 
^atORY, ~ation, ~ative, ~ant representing reverberating, rever¬ 
berate, reverberatORY, reverberATiON, reverberATivE, rever- 

berANT. E. Mol., 1950 



From the 

PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION 

The publication of the Supplement to the Oxford English Diction¬ 
ary in November 1933 makes important additions to the material 

which it is the aim of this book, as a dictionary of the living language, 
to present. Mr H. W. Fowler entrusted me with the preparation of 
this edition in February 1933, and until his death on the 26th 
December of that year 1 had the privilege of his guidance. 

H. G. Le Mesurier, 1934 

From the 

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION 

When we began, more than twenty years ago, the work that took 
shape as The Concise Oxford Dictionary, we were plunging into 

the sea of lexicography without having been first taught to swim. 
But lexicography for us was fortunately of the minor or dependent 
kind; and, fortunately also, the time was one at which the major or 
firsthand kind was reaching greater excellence than ever before, and 
the Oxford English Dictionary, four-fifths completed, already pro¬ 
vided popularizers with unlimited material. 

The object we set before us, hinted at by the word current on our 
title-page, was to present as vivid a picture as the small dictionary 
could be made to give of the English that was being spoken and 
written at the time. The vividness was to be secured by allotting 
space to words more nearly in proportion to the frequency and 
variety of their use, and consequently to their practical value, than 
had been the custom; and further by an unprecedented abundance 
of illustrative quotation; define, and your reader gets a silhouette; 
illustrate, and he has it ‘in the round’. That at least was our belief; 
and we hailed as confirmation of it one or two letters from persons 
unknown congratulating us on having ‘produced a live dictionary’, 
or ‘treating English at last as a living language’. 

A living language, however, does not remain unchanged through 
twenty years and a great war; our picture has needed, and received, 
a good deal of retouching before being again exhibited in public. 

H. W. F., 1929 
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Saram; Kenneth Sisam Esq.; W. H. Thompson Esq.; B. H. Tower 
Esq.; F. F. Urquhart Esq.; *Rev. M. N. Walde; E. B. F. Wareing 
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inquiries. 



From the 

PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION 

The steady advance towards completion of the great Oxford English 
Dictionary has made it possible for the Delegates of the Clarendon 

Press to authorize the preparation and issue of this book, which in its 
own province and on its own scale uses the materials and follows the 
methods by which the Oxford editors have revolutionized lexicography. 
The book is designed as a dictionary, and not as an encyclopaedia; that 
is, the uses of words and phrases as such are its subject matter, and it is 
concerned with giving information about the things for which those 
words and phrases stand only so far as correct use of the words depends 
upon knowledge of the things. The degree of this dependence varies 
greatly with the kind of word treated, the difference between cyclopaedic 
and dictionary treatment varies with it, and the line of distinction is 
accordingly a fluctuating and dubious one. It is to the endeavour to 
discern and keep to this line that we attribute whatever peculiarities we 
are conscious of in this dictionary as compared with others of the same 
size. One of these peculiarities is the large amount of space given to the 
common words that no one goes through the day without using scores or 
hundreds of times, often disposed of in a line or two on the ground that 
they are plain and simple and that everyone knows all about them by 
the light of nature, but in fact entangled with other words in so many 
alliances and antipathies during their perpetual knocking about the world 
that the idiomatic use of them is far from easy; chief among such words are 
the prepositions, the conjunctions, the pronouns, and such ‘simple ’ nouns 
and verbs as hand and way, go and put. Another peculiarity is the use, 
copious for so small a dictionary, of illustrative sentences as a necessary 
supplement to definition when a word has different senses between which 
the distinction is fine, or when a definition is obscure and unconvincing 
until exemplified; these sentences often are, but still more often are not, 
quotations from standard authors; they are meant to establish the sense 
of the definition by appeal not to external authority, but to the reader’s 
own consciousness, and therefore their source, even when authoritative, 
is not named. A third and a fourth peculiarity are the direct results of 
the preceding ones; if common words are to be treated at length, and 
their uses to be copiously illustrated, space must be saved both by the 
curtest possible treatment of all that are either uncommon or fitter for 
the encyclopaedia than the dictionary, and by the severest economy of 
expression—amoimting to the adoption of telegraphese—that readers 
can be expected to put up with. 

In attaching this great importance to illustration, by the need of which 
the relative length of articles, and our manner of expressing ourselves on 
every page, are governed, we are merely acting, with the exaggeration 
imposed on us by our limited space, upon the principles of the O.E.D. 
That may be said to be the first dictionary for which the ideal procedure 
has been possible, that is, the approaching of each article with an open 
mind and a collection of examples large enough to be exhaustive, and the 
extraction from these of classified senses—the first dictionary, to put it 
another way, in which quotations have served not merely to adorn or 
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convince, but as the indispensable raw material. This procedure—first 
the collection of sentences from all possible sources as raw material, and 
then the independent classification—we have often followed even in that 
part of our book (A-R) in which the O.E.D., with senses already classified 
and definitions provided, was before us, treating its articles rather as 
quarries to be drawn upon than as structures to be reproduced in little; 
and in the later part (S-Z), where we had no longer the O.E.D. to depend 
upon, it has been our practice still more often; for many of the more 
difficult (i.e. especially the common and ‘simple’) words, we have 
collected the quotations given in the best modern dictionaries (the 
Imperial, the Century, the Standard, Cassell’s Encyclopaedic, Webster, 
etc.), added to these what we could get either from other external sources 
or from our own heads, and then framed our articles, often without 
reference to the arrangement that we found in any of our authorities. 
Proceeding in this manner, it was almost inevitable that we should be 
very much alive to the inadequacy of mere definition and the need of 
constant illustration. That our examples have some general tendency to 
the colloquial, and include many usages for which room has not been 
found in dictionaries many times as large as this, is in harmony with our 
design of on the one hand restricting ourselves for the most part to 
current English, and on the other hand omitting nothing to which that 
description may fairly be applied. 

VOCABULARY 

The words, or senses of words, given are meant to be such only as are 
current; ‘current ’, however, is an elastic term; we might, but we do not, 
stretch it to include all words and senses used by Shakspere or in the 
Bible, on the ground that the whole of Shakspere and the whole of the 
Bible are still commonly read; thus the archaic senses of addition (title), 
buxom (pliant), owe (own), sad (serious), sort (suit), and the archaic words 
shend (scold), wood (mad), familiar as they are to readers of Elizabethan 
literature, are not given. We do stretch it to include many words and 
senses that are fossilized, having in themselves no life or capacity for 
further development, but kept extant by being enshrined in perhaps a 
single proverb or phrase that is still in use; of this sort are coil (confusion), 
preserved by ‘shuffled off this mortal coil ’, and scotch (wound), preserved 
by ‘we have scotched the snake, not killed it’. 

Again, of the many thousands of old or new scientific and technical 
terms that have a limited currency some are carried by accident into the 
main stream of the language and become known temporarily or per¬ 
manently, vaguely or precisely, to all ordinarily well-informed members 
of the modem newspaper-reading public. For the purposes of a diction¬ 
ary that is not to be bulky and yet is to give a fuller treatment than is 
usual in dictionaries of its size to the undoubtedly current words forming 
the staple of the language, selection among these intruders is a difficult 
but very necessary task. The most that can be hoped for is that every 
one conversant with any special vocabulary may consider us, though 
sadly deficient on his subject, fairly copious on others; the meaning of 
many learned words that have been omitted as having no pretence to 
general currency may easily be gathered by reference first to the stem, 
which is often the subject of an article, or to another word of which the 

stem is clearly the same, and secondly to the suffix. 
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In another class of words and senses the test of currency has led us to 
diverge in the opposite direction from the practice usual in dictionaries 
of this size; if we give fewer scientific and technical terms, we admit 
colloquial, facetious, slang, and vulgar expressions with freedom, merely 
attaching a cautionary label; when a well-established usage of this kind 
is omitted, it is not because we consider it beneath the dignity of lexico¬ 
graphy to record it, but because, not being recorded in the dictionaries 
from which our word-list is necessarily compiled, it has escaped our 
notice; we have not, however, consulted slang dictionaries nor made any 
attempt at completeness in this respect. 

SPELLING 

The spelling adopted is for the most part, but not invariably, that of 
the O.E.D. Such generally established spellings as judgment, rhyme, axe, 
have not been excluded in favour of the judgement, rime, ax, preferred by 
the O.E.D., but are retained at least as alternatives having the right 
to exist. In dealing with verbs such as level, rivet, bias, whose parts and 
derivatives are variously spelt, the final consonant being often doubled 
with no phonetic or other significance, we have as far as possible fallen 
in with the present tendency, which is to drop the useless letter, but 
stopped short of recognizing forms that at present strike every reader as 
Americanisms; thus we write riveted, riveter, but not traveling, traveler. 
On another point of varying usage—the insertion of a mute e in deriva¬ 
tives in -able, -age, -ish, etc., to indicate the ‘long’ sound of the stem 
vowel (likable or likeable, milage or mileage, latish or lateish)—we have 
thought ourselves justified in taking a bolder line, and have consistently 
omitted the -e-; it is against all analogy (or why not smileing, Eomeish, 
doteage, tideal, indescribeable, desireable, exciteable ?), it is used chiefly in 
words not familiar or important enough to have their form respected as 
established, it obscures the different and more valuable use by which a 
soft g or c is indicated as in manageable and serviceable, and it tempts 
bad spellers to such monstrosities as unpalateable, loveable, and moveable. 
In words of the type ardour, colour, favour, where the O.E.D. recognizes 
both -our and -or, we have excluded the latter as being (except in 
particular words like horror and torpor, in which it is usually the only 
form) entirely non-British. Words in which -y- has intruded itself 
without completely dispossessing a more correct -i-, as sylvan, tyro, tyre, 
we have given with the -i- form either alone or placed first. 

ORDER OF SENSES 

From the order in which the senses of a word are here given no infer¬ 
ence must be drawn as to their historical or other relations, the arrange¬ 
ment being freely varied according to the requirements or possibilities of 
the particular word. Sense-development cannot always be convincingly 
presented without abundant quotation from authorities, and the histori¬ 
cal order is further precluded by the uniform omission of obsolete senses. 
Occasionally, v/hen a rare but still current sense throws light on the 
commoner senses that follow or forms the connecting link with the 
etymology, it has been placed at the beginning; but more commonly 
the order adopted has been that of logical connexion or of comparative 
familiarity or importance. 
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DERIVATIVES 

Hence introduces one or more of the direct derivatives of the word 
treated; whence introduces such derivatives under a particular sense 
to which they are restricted; so introduces words derived from another 
language; hence or cogn., whence or cogn., introduce groups of partly 
English and partly foreign derivation. The suffixes of such derivatives 
are commonly printed in small capitals, and are thus referred to the 
suffix article in its alphabetical place. The numbers enclosed in brackets 
indicate subdivisions of the suffix article, and are often used to distinguish 
among the possible senses of the derivative word those in which it is 
chiefly current. 

REFERENCE BY SMALL CAPITALS 

The use of small capitals for etymological purposes is explained above. 
In the same way reference is made: 
(1) from the word treated to another word for the purpose of contrast, 

distinction, correlation, or the like. Of this kind are the references from 
slander to libel and scandal, from creationism to evolution and vice versa, 
and from tenon to mortise and vice versa; 

(2) from any member of a group to the word under which the group 
is collected or further explained. Ruby (print.) is in this way referred to 
type; order (nat. hist.) to class1; and the iron1, golden, and silver ages to 
brazen1; 

(3) from one or more words of a proverb or the like to that under 
which alone the proverb is explained. Play1 and drake2 contain such 
references to duck1, flesh to fish1; 

(4) from a compound of the word treated to its other component for 
explanation. The sign (=) prefixed to such a reference indicates that the 
simple word treated is itself used in the sense of the compound. Thus, 
under pie1, sea-pie is merely referred (sea-~) to sea, but magpie, besides 
being referred to the article magpie, is recorded (= magpie) as one of the 
senses of pie. 

June, 1911 



ETYMOLOGY 

The etymology is given in square brackets at the end of each article 
when it is certainly known or regarded as probable. When, however, a 
proposed etymology rests on conjecture or hypothesis, it is ignored and 
the word is described as ‘of unkn. orig. ’ or ‘orig. unkn.’. References to 

other articles are in small capitals. 
Words of Germanic (Gmc) origin that have come down from Old or 

Middle English are illustrated so far as possible by some or all of the 
forms recorded in the older stages of the cognate dialects, in the order 
Old Saxon (OS), Old High German (OHG), Old Norse (ON), and Gothic 
(Goth.). In Germanic inferred forms th and dh are used to denote the 
unvoiced and voiced dental spirants. In OE and ON words, as in OS 
and Gothic, the ‘thorn’ (p) and the ‘barred d’ (8) are represented by th, 
as hitherto. Thus OE pseth path, thrawan throw, ON thveit thwaite, 

garthr garth. In OS words the plain b and d are used irrespective of 
their phonetic value in that dialect. The letters with superimposed 
macrons (a, se, etc.) in forms quoted from OE or other Gmc languages 
are long. For ON words the customary diacritic of length has been re¬ 

tained, as a, 6, etc. 
‘ME’ includes the fifteenth century, no distinction being made be¬ 

tween early and late ME. The use of this term will serve to distinguish 
words that were in use before 1500 from those whose documentation 
belongs to the sixteenth or later centuries. 

Words of Romanic provenance are referred to their proximate origin, 
for the most part Old French, the earlier history of which, when known, 

is briefly indicated. 
When OF or the like at the beginning of the etymology is not followed 

by the OF form, it is because the latter is identical in spelling with the 
English or differs from it only in some detail specified in brackets. 
Identity of ME and OF forms may be expressed as in ‘ ME chartre f. OF ’ 
(chapiter1) or as in ‘ME & OF sidre’ (cider). 

If the word is adopted from OF, the parent word is described as OF 
even though it survives in modem French in the same form, thus: ‘ME 
charge f. OF’. Where the modern French differs appreciably from its 
OF form, this may be indicated as in ‘ME & OF prow (mod. Fpreux)’ 
(prow2). 

F, G, etc., must not be taken to imply that the word to which they 
are prefixed is current, or so spelt, in the modern language; nor does it 
follow from a word being given as OF that it is obsolete. 

French norms of Latin origin normally represent the Latin accusative 
case; nevertheless in this dictionary the Latin nominative is cited except 
when (e.g. in words ending in -atio) a change of stress is involved ; thus, 
e.g., orison ‘ME f. OF, f. L orationem’. For English words derived 
directly from Latin, the nominative case is cited, as in libation ‘f. L 
libatio ’. 

Many English words that have corresponding forms in both French 
and Latin present a special problem in that one cannot be certain 
whether the word was adopted from its French or from its Latin ana¬ 
logue. Sometimes, moreover, an earlier adoption from one source has 
been reinforced by a later adoption from, or conformation to, the other; 
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or, again, now one, now the other language has been laid under contribu¬ 
tion by different individuals or groups of individuals. In such cases 
alternative origins have been given, which may mean either ‘f. French 
or Latin’ or ‘f. French and Latin’. 

In words derived from Latin, or from Greek through its latinized 
form, the age and standing of the Latin word are distinguished as Latin 
(L), late Latin (LL), medieval Latin (med. L), or modern Latin (mod. 
L). The dates here assumed are, for ‘L’, down to c. a.d. 200; for ‘LL’, 
from c. 200 to c. 600; for ‘med. L ’, from c. 600 to c. 1500; for ‘mod. L’, 
from c. 1500. 

The Latin form of a Greek word is usually omitted, and is to be inferred 
according to the rules of transliteration given below. Thus under 
pleonasm ‘f. L f. Gk pleonasmos ’ is to be read ‘f. L pleonasmus f. Gk 
pleonasmos ’. 

A similar omission of a word in any other language implies identity 
of form. 

Greek words are written with the corresponding English letters 

(<f>, x’ <A> P> PP> — ph> kh, ps, rh, rrh, and a, p, w = ai, ei, oi), and not 
according to the Latin transliteration, the rules for which are as follows: 
Greek k = Latin c; ai = ae, ou = u; u (except in diphthongs) = y; 
ei = i or e; oi = oe (but in nom. pi. = i); g (before g or k) = n; also, -os 
(nom. maseJ), -on = -us, -um; -es, -e (1st decl. nom.) = -a; -on (nom.) = 
-o; -os (genit.) = -is; -a (accus. sing. masc. or fem.) = -em. 

The first element of a compound word is often referred to a prefix 
article, and the remainder treated separately within brackets; meanings 
given within the bracket belong to the simple word, those of the com¬ 
pound being added if necessary outside it. Thus convene is ‘[f. F 
convenir f. L con {venire vent- come) assemble, agree, fit]’. The stem 
vent- and the sense ‘agree, fit’ are here added for the elucidation of 
convention and convenience, which are referred to convene. 

The first element of a Greek compound similarly treated is sometimes 
written according to the current (Latin) transliteration, to facilitate 
reference to the prefix article; Greek Jcakoepeia, under cacoepy, accord¬ 
ingly appears as caco(epeia). Certain similar devices for saving needless 
repetition will, it is believed, explain themselves. 

The etymological sections of all words, as also the prefix and the 
suffix articles, have been revised or redrafted for the present (fifth) 
edition. They are based in the first instance on the corresponding articles 
in the O.E.D., but we have also been privileged to make use of the proofs 
of the Oxford Dictionary of English Etymology, now nearing completion, 
by Dr. C. T. Onions, C.B.E. The great help and the many improvements 
afforded by this work are thankfully acknowledged. 

G. W. S. F. 

November, 1963 



PRONUNCIATION 

Phonetic respelling is placed in round brackets immediately after such words 
as require it, and the symbols in the PHONETIC SCHEME are primarily in¬ 
tended for this purpose. But respelling is often saved by employing the same 
symbols in the black type of the actual word; banish, for instance, has no 
respelling, and dispose has only (-z). 

Vowel symbols given in the Scheme with —, w, —, or are also used without 
these marks to denote a vague indeterminate sound, which is almost identical 
for all vowels and (except in studied elocution) has no clear relation to the 
corresponding vowel marked ~ etc. (e.g., the a in about is like the o in reason, 
proceed, and is not like a or a). When so used in brackets, the indeterminates 
are printed in italics, thus: ago (ago), proceed (prosed), particular (partl- 
kiilar). Used in the actual word, they are recognized by the absence of the 
marks —, w, etc.; thus in sacrament, common, beggarly, all the unmarked 
vowels (a; e; o; ar) are indeterminate. This does not apply to the last six 
symbols in the Scheme, which never have marks over them and are always 
distinct. 

Indeterminate endings in -n, -m, -1 or -le, when they require respelling, 
are also represented thus: poison (-zn), fusion (-zhn), tension (-shn), ocean 
(-shn), listen (-sn), bosom (boozm), hustle (-si), official (-shl), weasel (-zl), 
the vowel sound being that similarly indicated by the actual spelling of spasm, 
prism, etc. 

PHONETIC SCHEME 

Consonants : b ; ch (chin); d ; dh (dhe = the); g (go); h ; j; k ; 1; m ; n ; ng 
(sing); ngg (finger); p ; r; s (sip); sh (ship); t; th (thin); v; w; y; z ; zh (vizhn = 
vision). 

Vowels: a e i 5 u oo (mate mete mite mote mute moot) 
a e I 6 u do (rack reck rick rock ruck rook) 
ar er Ir or ur (mare mere mire more mure) 
ar ei* or (part pert port) 
ah aw oi oor ow owr (bah bawl boil boor brow bower) 

Vowels marked ^ may be pronounced either way, e.g. patriot (pa- or pa-). In 
all vowel symbols with r (ar, Sr, etc.), the r, besides influencing the vowel sound, 
has its consonantal value when followed by a vowel in the next syllable of the 
word or in the following word (in fearing but not in fearful, in far away but 
not in far go?ie). 

ACCENT 

The main accent is shown by the mark ', usually placed at the end of the 
stressed syllable; but, division into syllables being arbitrary in English, posi¬ 
tions for the accent that would disguise the pronunciation are avoided; thus 
stSrr'y but ca'rry, wdoll'en but codl'ly, loc'al but velo'city, ov'er but 
co'ver (ku-), mudd'y but mud'dle. The placing of two accents on a word 
means either (a) that the two marked syllables are equally stressed, as in 
ding-dong', or (b) that among good speakers the one accentuation has as many 
adherents as the other, or (c) that the stress varies according to position in the 
sentence as explained in the dictionary article -ED2. In the thousands of com¬ 
pounds given under their first elements among the alphabetically arranged 
combinations, accent is thus shown : if there is no hyphen separating the parts, 
the accent is always given (back'bone, backslide'); if there is a hyphen, the 
regular usage is for the first of the compounded words to be stressed, and the 
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accent is then usually omitted (so oak-apple); if the stress falls, contrary to 
this rule, on the second component, it is marked (head-on' adv.); if the stress is 
variable, each part has an accent (high-strung'). 

PRONUNCIATION WITHOUT RESPELLING 

All the further information necessary for the pronunciation of any word or 
part of a word that is not respelt is contained in the following six paragraphs; 

the assumptions made in these hold unless the contrary is shown in brackets. 
1. Any letter or combination in the Phonetic Scheme has the value there 

shown; e.g., aw as in awl, not as in awake (awak'); and ginger, linger, would 

be required to rhyme with singer unless ginger were followed by (-j-), and 
linger by (-ngg-). 

2. The following additional symbols are used in the black type: 

e = i (nak'ed, rely', coll'ege, priv'et) 
l?, uf, = er (birth, burn) 
y, y, = i, I (imply', sunn'y). 

3. Final e unmarked is not indeterminate, but mute (sane, Induc'tive; cf. 
recipe, dilettan'te). 

4. A doubled consonant is pronounced as single (sill'y, mann'ish, butt'er), 
not as in cool'ly (-1-li) or plain'ness (-n-n-). 

5. The following combinations and letters have the values shown: 

Vowels. Consonants. 

ae = e (aegis) 

ai = a (pain) 
air = af (fair) 

au = aw (maul) 

ay = a (say) 
ea, ee, = e (mean, meet) 
ear, eer, = er (fear, beer) 
eu, ew, = u (feud, few) 

ie = e (thief) 
ier = er (pier) 

oa = 6 (boat) 
ou = ow (bound) 
oy = oi (coy) 

c is ‘hard’ and = k (cob, cry, talc), but 
c before e, i, y, is ‘soft’ and = s (ice, icy, 

city) 
dg = j (judgement) 
g before e, i, y, is ‘soft’ and = j (age, gin, 

orgy) 
kn = n at beginning of word or element of 

compound (knot, unknot) 
n before k, ‘hard’ c, q, x, = ng (zinc, 

uncle, tank, banquet, minx) 
ph = f (photo) 
qu = kw (quit) 
tch = ch (batch) 
wr = r at beginning of word or element of 

compound (wry, awry) 
x = ks (fox) 
X is the sound in Scots and German loch. 

6. The following terminations have the values shown: 

-age = -ij (garbage) 
-ate = -it or -at (mandate) 
-ey = -i (donkey) 
-ous = -ms (furious) 

-sm = -zm (atheism, spasm) 
-tion = -shon (salvation) 

-ture = -cher as well as- tur, esp. in com¬ 
mon words. 

INFLEXION 

The rules assumed, exceptions to which are noted in a bracket placed after 

a word’s grammatical description, are given below. The term ‘sibilants’ stands 
for words ending in -s, -x, -z, -sh or soft -ch, ‘ -o wds’ for all that end in -o, ‘ -e 

wds ’ for all that end in mute -e, and ‘ -y wds ’ for all that end in -y not preceded 

by a vowel (e.g. deny, puppy, but not bray, donkey). 
' 1. Plural of nouns. Sibilants add -es (boxes, porches); -y wds change -y into 

-ies (puppies); the plural of -o wds is usually stated thus, photo n. (pi. ~s), 

potato n. (pi. <—>es); other nouns add -s (books). 
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2. Possessive of nouns. Singular nouns take apostrophe, s (man's, James's); 

plurals, if they do not end in s, form the possessive by the same rule (men's, 
geese's), but, if they end in s, take an apostrophe only (boys'). 

3. Comparative and superlative of adjectives and adverbs. In monosyllables 
and some disyllables (e.g. those in -y) add -er and -est (bolder), -e wds dropping 
the -e (bravest), and disyllables in -y having -ier and -iest (happier, luckiest); in 
other cases prefix more and most (more beautiful, most splendid). Monosyllables 
double a final single consonant (except x and w) if preceded by a single vowel 
(grimmer). This may be stated in the dictionary. 

4. Third person singular present of verbs. Sibilants and -o wds add -es 
(pushes, goes); -y wrds change -y into -ies (cries); other verbs add -s (sings). 

5. Past and p.p. of verbs, -e wds add -d (moved); -y wds change -y into -ied 
(relied); other verbs add -ed (trusted, vetoed); if the final consonant is doubled, 
it is stated in the dictionary, thus: glut, v.t. (-tt-); revel, v.i. & t. (-11-). 

6. Participle of verbs. All verbs add -ing ( fishing), -e wds dropping the -o 
(dancing); monosyllables double a final single consonant (except x) if preceded 
by a single vowel (grabbing). 

7. Archaic 2nd and 3rd singular of verbs. The forms in -(e)st and -(e)th, 
being archaic, need only be mentioned, without rules ; -(e)st is 2nd sing, present 
and past, -(e)th is 3rd sing, present; examples are playest, dost, hear'st, modest, 
wouldst, saith, goeth. 

ABBREVIATIONS USED IN 
THE DICTIONARY 

(For list of general abbreviations see Appendix I) 

a., aa., adjeotive(s) 
abbr./eviation etc. 
abl. /ative 
abs./olute(ly) 
acc. , according, accusative 
act./ive 
adj./ective etc. 
adjj., adjectives 
adv./erb etc. 
advv., adverbs 
aeron./autics etc. 
aesthet./ics etc. 
AF, Anglo-French 
Afr./ica(n) 
AL, Anglo-Latin 
alch./emy etc. 
alg./ebra etc. 
alius./ive etc. 
alt./eration etc. 
alw./ays 
Amer./ica(n) 
AN, Anglo-Norman 
anal./ogy etc. 
anat./omy etc. 
Anglo-Ind./ian 
anon./vmous etc. 
ant./iquities 
anthrop. ology etc. 
ap./pendix 
app./arently 
Arab./io 
Aram./aic 
arbitr./ary 
arcb./aic 
archaeol./ogy etc. 
archit./ecture etc. 
arith./metic etc. 

Ass./yrian 
assim./ilated etc. 
assoc./iated etc. 
astrol./ogy etc. 
astron./omy etc. 
attrib./utive etc. 
augment./at.ive etc. 
Austral./ia(n) 

b. /om 
back form./ation 
be./ore 
bibl./ieal etc. 
bibliog./raphy etc. 
bill./iards 
biog./raphy etc. 
biol./ogy etc. 
Boh./emian 
bot./any etc. 
Braz./il(ian) 
Bret./on 
Brit./ish 
Bulg./aria(n) 
Burm./ese 
Byz./antine 

c. /entury 
c./irca 
cc., centuries 
Celt./ic 
cf., compare 
chem./istry etc. 
Cliin./ese 
chronol./ogy etc. 
cinemat./ography etc. 
cl./assical 
cogn./ate 

eollect./ive(ly) 
colloq./uial etc. 
com./mon 
comb./ination etc. 
commerc./ial etc. 
comp., compar./ative 
compd, compound 
compl./ement 
compp., compounds 
com. /mon -Teut./onic 
con. /ics 
conch./ology etc. 
confus./ion 
conj., conjunction, 

conjugation 
conn./ect etc. 
constr./uction etc. 
contempt./uous etc. 
contr./action etc. 
cop./ulative 
Copt./ic 
Corn./ish 
corr./ection etc. 
correl./ative etc. 
corresp./onding etc. 
corrupt./ion 
cp., compare 
crick./et 
cryst. / a Uography 
cu., cub., cubic 
Cym./ric 

d./ied 
Da./nish 
dat./ive 
demonstr./ative 
dent./istry 
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deriv./ative etc. 
derog./atory etc. 
dial./ect etc. 
diet./ionary 
diff./erent 
different./iate etc. 
dim./inutive etc. 
dimm., diminutives 
diplom./acy 
dir./ect etc. 
dissim./iiate etc. 
dist./inct etc. 
distrib./utive etc. 
disyl./labic etc. 
Dor./ic 
Du./tch 
dynam./ics etc. 

E, English 
eccl./esiastical etc. 
EFris., East Frisian 
Egyptol./ogy 
E, Ind., East Indian 
electr./icity etc. 
ellipt./ical etc. 
embryol./ogy 
engin./eering etc. 
Engl., England, English 
entom./ology etc. 
erron./eous(ly) 
eschat./ology etc. 
esp./ecial(ly) 
eth./ics etc. 
ethnol./ogy etc. 
etym./ology etc. 
euphem./ism etc. 
Eur./ope(ani) 
ex./ample 
exagg./eration etc. 
exc./ept 
exch./ange 
excl., exclamation etc., ex¬ 

clusive etc. 
excll.. exclamations 
expl./ain etc. 
expr./essing etc. 
exx., examples 

F, French 
f./rom 
facet./ious etc. 
fam./iliar etc. 
fern./mine etc. 
fenc./ing 
fig./urative etc. 
Fl./emish 
foli./owing (word) 
footb./all 
form./ation 
fortif./ication 
Fr./ench 
Frank./ish 
freq./uent(ly) 
frequent./ative(ly) 
Fris./ian 
ft, foot, feet 
fut./ure 

G, German 
Gael./ic 
gal./lon(s) 
gen., general etc., genitive 
geog./raphy etc. 
geol. /ogy etc. 
geom. /etry etc. 
Gk, Greek 
Gmc, Germanic 
Goth./ic 
gr,, gram./mar etc. 
gym./nastics etc. 

Heb./rew 
lier./aldry etc. 
Hind., Hindi, Hindustani 
hist./orical etc., history 
hort./iculture etc. 
Hung./arian, -ary 
hydrost./atics etc. 

i., intransitive 
Icel./andic 
illit./erate etc. 
imit./ative etc. 
imper., imperat./ive 
imperf./ect 
impers./onal 
improp./er(iy) 
incept./ive 
incl./uding, -usive 
Ind./ia(n) 
ind., indicative, indirect 
indecl./inablo 
inf./initive 
infl./uence etc. 
instr./umentai (case) 
int./erjection 
interrog./ative(ly) 
intr./ansitive 
Ir./ish 
iron./ical(ly) 
irreg./ular(ly) 
It., Ital./ian 
ital./ics 

Jam./aica(n) 
Jap./an(ese) 
Jav./anese 
Jew./ish 
joc./ose, -ular(ly) 

L, Latin 
lang./uage 
Lat./in 
lexicog./raphy etc. 
LG, Low German 
lit./eral(ly) 
Lith./uania(n) 
LL, late Latin 
log./ic etc. 

M, middle (with languages) 
magn./etism etc. 
manuf./acture etc. 
masc./uline 
math./ematics etc. 
MDu., middle Dutch 
ME, middle English (1200- 

1500) 
mech./anics etc. 
med./icine etc. 
med.L, medieval Latin 
metaph./or etc. 
metaphys./ics etc. 
metath./esis etc. 
meteor./ology etc. 
meton./ymy 
Mex./ican 
MHG, middle High German 
mil./itary etc. 
min./eralogy etc. 
MLG, middle Low German 
mod./em 
monosyl./labic etc. 
morphol./ogy etc. 
MSw., middle Swedish 
mus./ic etc. 
myth./ology etc. 

n./oun 
N, Amer., North American 
nat. hist., natural history 

nat. phil., natural philo¬ 
sophy 

naut./ical etc. 
nav./al etc. 
neg./ative(ly) 
neut./er 
NFris., North Frisian 
nn., nouns 
nom./inative 
Norm./an 
north./ern 
Norw./egian, -ay 
N. T., New Testament 
num./eral 

O, old (with languages) 
obj./ect etc. 
obl./ique 
obs./olete 
obsc./ure etc. 
obsolesc./ent 
obstet./rics etc. 
occas./ional(ly) 
ODa., old Danish 
OE, old English 
OF, old French 
OFris., old Frisian 
OHG, old High German 
OIr., old Irish 
OLG, old Low German 
ON, old Norse 
ONF, old northern French 
onomat./opoeie etc. 
opp., (as) opposed (to) 
OPr., old Provencal 
opt., optative, optics etc. 
ord./inary 
orig./in(al(ly)) 
ornith./ology etc. 
OS, old Saxon 
OSl(av)., old Slavonic 
OSp., old Spanish 
O.T., Old Testament 

p./age 
paint./ing 
Pal./estine 
palaeog./raphy etc. 
palaeont./ology etc. 
parenth./etic etc. 
l?arl. /iament( ary) 
part., (present) participle 
partic./ipial 
pass./ive(ly) 
path./ology etc. 
pedant./ic(ally) 
perf./ect (tense) 
perh./aps 
Pers./ia(n) 
pers. /on(al) 
pert. /aining 
Peruv./ian 
Pg., Portuguese 
pharm./acy etc. 
philol./ogy etc. 
philos./ophy etc. 
Phoen./icia(n) 
phon., phonet./ics etc. 
phonol./ogy etc. 
photog./rapliy etc. 
phr./ase 
phren./ology etc. 
phrr., phrases 
phys./ics etc. 
physiol./ogy etc. 
pl./ural 
plup./erfect 
poet./ical etc. 
Pol./ish, -and 

XV 
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pol./itics etc. 
pol. econ., political eco¬ 

nomy 
polit./ics etc. 
pop./ular etc. 
Port./uguese 
poss./essive, /ible etc. 
p.p., past or passive participle 
pp„ pages 
Pr./ovencal 
pr./onounced etc. 
prec. , (the) preceding (word) 
pred. /icate etc. 
pref./ix 
prep./osition 
pres. /ent (tense) 
pret. /erite 
print./ing 
priv./ative 
prob./able etc. 
pron., pronoun etc., pro¬ 

nounced etc. 
pronunc./iation 
prop./er(ly) 
pros./ody etc. 
Prov./encal 
prov., proverb etc., pro¬ 

vincial etc. 
psych./ology etc. 
psycho-an./alysis 

R.-C., Roman Catholic 
redupl./icated etc. 
ref./erence 
refash./ioned etc. 
refl./exive(ly) 
rel./ated, -ative 
repl./acing etc. 
repr./esent etc. 
rhet./oric etc. 
Rom., Roman, Romance, 

Romanic 
Rom./an ant./iquities 
Rom./an Cath./olic 

Rom./an hist./ory 
Russ./ia(n) 

s. /ingular 
S. Afr., South Africa(n) 
Sax. /on 
sb., substantive 
Sc., Scotch, Scots, Scottish 
Scand./inavia(n) 
schol./astic 
sci./ence etc. 
Scot., Scotland, Scottish 
sculp./ture 
Sem./itic 
sent./enee 
Serb./ian 
sing./ular 
Skr., Sanskrit 
sl./ang 
Slav./onic 
soeiol./ogy etc. 
Sp./anish 
sp./elling 
spec./ial(ly) 
spirit./ualism etc. 
sport./ing etc. 
st./em 
stat./ics etc. 
subj., subject etc., subjunctive 
subst./antive 
suf./fix 
sup., super],/ative 
surg./ery etc. 
surv./eying etc. 
Sw./edish 
syn./onym etc. 

t. , transitive 
tech./nical(ly) 
teleg./raphy etc. 
term./ination 
theatr./ical etc. 
theol./ogy etc. 
theos./ophy etc. 

therm./ometry etc. 
thr./ough 
trans./itive etc. 
transf., in transferred sense 
t.ransl./ation etc. 
translit./eration etc. 
trig./onometry etc. 
Turk./ish, -ey 
typ./ography etc. 

ult./imate(ly) 
uncert./ain 
unexpl./ained 
unkn./own 
U.S.. United States 
usu./al(ly) 

v./erb 
var., variant, various 
v. aux., verb auxiliary 
vb, verb 
vbl, verbal 
v.i., verb intransitive 
voc./ative 
v.refl., verb reflexive 
v. t., verb transitive 
vulg./ar(ly) 
vv., verbs 

W, Welsh 
w. /ith 
W. Afr., West Africa(n) 
wd, word 
wds, words 
WFlem., West Flemish 
WFris., West Frisian 
WG, West Germanic 
wli./ich 
W.Ind., West Indian, -ies 

yd, yard 
yr(s), year(s) 

zoogeog./raphy etc. 
zool./ogy etc. 

p = proprietary name. See below. 
*, in etymologies, sign affixed to all forms not recorded but merely inferred. 
*, other than in etymologies = (orig. or chiefly) U.S. 
|| = not U.S. 
~ represents either the complete word at the beginning of the article or the uninflected part 
of that word often marked by a vertical line. 

Note. The addition of etc. to the completion of an abbreviation means that it may be used not 
only for the exact form given, but for connected words or phrases; e.g. bot.la.ny etc. means 
botany, botanical, botanically, in botany; adv./erb etc. means adverb, adverbial, adverbially; transl.l 
ation etc. means translated as well as translation. Abbreviations given in the list with initial 
capital have always the capital in use; but those given with initial small letter have either form 
according to circumstances. 

This dictionary includes some words which are or are asserted to be proprietary names or trade 
marks. Their inclusion does not imply that they have acquired for legal purposes a non- 
proprietary or general significance nor any other judgement concerning their legal status. In 
cases where the editor has some evidence that a word is used as a proprietary name or trade 
mark this is indicated by the symbol P, but no judgement concerning the legal status of such 

words is made or implied thereby. 



A, letter (pi. As, A’s, Aes). (Mus.) note, 
& the corresponding scale. (In argument) 
first imaginary person or case. (Alg.) 
first known quantity. (Naut.) A1 (a wun), 
first-class vessel in Lloyd’s Register of 
Shipping; excellent, best, (colloq.; A1 
population). (Naut.) JE, third-class ship 
at Lloyd’s. 

a1, an, (a, an; emphatic, a, an), adj. 
(occas. called indefinite article. Before 
all consonants except silent h, use a; a 
history, a historian, though some still 
write an before h in unaccented syllable, 
but an hour: before all vowels except eu, 
u, use an; an iilcer, but a unit, a eulogy; 
also a one. Placed after many, such, what, 
or any adj. preceded by how, so, as, too. 
Used with apparent plurals of number, a 
dozen men = a dozen of men; also with 
pi. adjj. few, good many, great many). 
(Unemphatic substitute for) one, some, 
any; one like (a Daniel); (after all of, 
many of, etc.) the same (all of a size); 
(distrib.) each (£.40 a year, where a is 
orig. = foil.), [weakening of OE an one] 

a2, prep. On, to, towards, into, in. Mostly 
now written as pref., or oftener omitted 
than expressed, or confused w. a1. On: 
abed, afoot. To : ashore. Towards: aback, 
afar, aside. Into: apart, asunder. In: 
now-a-days, twice a day; w. vbl nouns, 
passively, a-building, actively, was (a-) 
fighting, and esp. w. go, set, as he went a 
begging, they set the bells a ringing, [weak¬ 
ening of OE prep, an, on ] 

a-, pref. f. various sources. 1. OE a-, orig. 
ar-, away, on, up, out, as arise. Occas. 
confused w. OF a- f. L ad-, ac-, ad- etc. 
(No. 4), as a(c)curse etc. 2. ME a- f. OE 
an, on, prep.; see prec. 3. ME a- f. OE 
of prep., as akin, a-clock. 4. ME a-, 
= OF pref. a-, f. L ad to, at, either 
directly, as ascend, or thr. F a- as agree; 
many wds derived in the latter way have 
been later assim. to L spelling, as 
a(d)dress, a(g)grieve. 5. ME a-, = OF a-, 
f. L ab from, away, as abridge. 6. ME, 
AF a- = OF e-, es f. L ex out, utterly, as 
amend, affray. 7. Gk a-, an-, not, with¬ 
out ; directly, as amorphous, thr. L, as 
acatalectic, or thr. L & F, as adamant; 
compounded chiefly w. Gk words, but 
also w. others, as a-moral. 

-a, suf. 1. Nn. f. Gk, L, & Rom. fem. 
sing., as idea (Gk), arena (L), piazza (It.), 
duenna (Sp.), esp. Nat. Hist, terms, 
ancient or latinized mod. (hyena, dahlia), 
geogr. names (Africa), & names of women. 

ancient or latinized mod. (Lydia, Hilda). 
2. Gk & L neut. pi. nouns (genera, pheno¬ 
mena), esp. names, often f. mod. L, of 
classes of animals (mammalia). 

aard-vark (ifrd' vark), n. S.-African quad¬ 
ruped between armadillos & ant-eaters, 
[f. Du. aarde earth i-varlcen pig; see 
FARROW] 

aard-wolf (ard' wdblf), n. S.-African 
carnivore between hyenas & civets, [see 
prec. ] 

Aar'on’s beard (ar-), n. Kinds of plant, 
esp. great St John’s wort. [ref. to Ps. 
cxxxiii. 2] 

Aar'on’s rod (ar-), n. Kinds of plant, esp. 
great mullein & golden rod. [ref. to 
Num. xvii. 8] 

aasvogel (ah'sfogl), n. S.-Afr. vulture. 
[S.-Afr.Du. (aas carrion +vogel bird)] 

ab-, pref. repr. L ab, off, away, from, f. F, 
as abuse, or L, as abduct. 

ab'a, abaya (aba'ya), nn. Sack-like outer 
garment worn by Arabs. [Arab. ] 

aback', adv. Backwards; (Naut.) of 
square sails pressed against mast by head 
wind; taken ~, of ship w. sails in that 
state, (fig.) surprised, discomfited, [a2 + 
back 1 ] 

ab'acus, n. (pi. -ci, pr. -si). 1. Calculating 
frame w. balls sliding on wires, used be¬ 
fore adoption of the nine figures & zero, & 
still in China etc., & in elementary teach¬ 
ing. 2. (Archit.) upper member of capital, 
supporting architrave. [L abacus f. Gk 
abax -akos tablet] 

Abad'don, n. Hell; the devil (Dev. ix. 11). 
[Ileb. word, destruction (abad he 
perished)] 

abaft' (-ah-), adv. & prep. (naut.). In 
stern half of ship ; nearer the stern than, 
aft of. [a2 + baft, OE beseftan f. be by 
+ <eftan aft] 

‘abalo'ne, n. Californian edible mollusc 
with ear-shaped shell lined with rnother- 
-of-pearl, sea-ear. [Sp.] 

aban'don ’, v.t. Give up to another’s con¬ 
trol or mercy; yield oneself completely to 
a passion or impulse; give up (a pos¬ 
session or habit); forsake (a person, post). 
[ME, f. OP’ abandoner f. phr. a bandon 
under control f. Rom. *bandoncm f. med. 
L bandum, var. LL bannus, -um ban2] 

aban'don2 (or as F, see Ap.), n. Careless 
freedom, letting oneself go. [F; see prec. ] 

aban'doned (-ond), a. Profligate, [p.p. of 
abandon1] 

abandonee', n. (law). One to whom any¬ 
thing is relinquished, [abandon 1 + -ee ] 



abandonment 2 

abandonment, n. Giving up or for¬ 
saking; being forsaken; self-surrender; 
careless freedom of manner, im pulsiveness. 
[f. abandon1 +-MENT, or F abandonne- 
•merit} 

abase', v.t. Lower, humiliate, make base. 
Hence ~ment (-sm-) n. [late ME abesse 
f. OF abaissier f. a (A- (4)) + baissier to 
lower f. Rom. *bassiare f. LL bassus 
base3, whence mod. form abase] 

abash', v.t. Put out of countenance; 
(chiefly in pass.) be confounded. Hence 
~ment n. [ME abaiss(e) f. OF esbalr f. 
es- = A- (6) + bdir be astonished, of 
uncert. orig.; see -ish2] 

abask' (-bah-), adv. In warm light. [A2 -f 
bask ] 

abate', v.t. & i. 1. Diminish (t. & i.). 2. 
Do away with (nuisance); blunt (edge); 
lower (price); deduct (specified or un¬ 
specified part of price); mitigate (vio¬ 
lence) ; weaken (energy). 3. (In law) 
quash (writ or action). 4. (Of flood or 
epidemic) grow less. So (f. OF) ~ment 

(-tm-) n. [ME, f. OF abatre f. a = A 

(4) Abatre beat f. Rom. *battere for L 
battuere; cf. battle1] 

ab'atis, abattis, n. Defence made of 
felled trees w. boughs pointing outwards. 
Hence ab'atisED2 (-st) a. [F, f. abatre 
fell; see prec. ] 

abattoir (see Ap.), n. Slaughter-house. 
[F] 

abaxial, a. (hot.). Away from the axis. 
[AB-, AXIS, -AL] 

abb, n. Woof. [A- (1) -f web] 

Abb'a (&■-), n. Father. Used w. Father in 
invoking God (Mark xiv. 30). [Aram. ] 

abb'acy, n. Office, jurisdiction, or tenure, 
of an abbot, [earlier abbatie (see -acy) f. 
LL abbatia (abbat- abbot)] 

abba'tial (-shal), a. Of an abbey, abbot, 
or abbess. [F, f. med.L abbatialis (abbatia 
ABBACY, -AL)] 

abbe (ab'a), n. Frenchman (orig. abbot) 
entitled to wear ecclesiastical dress, esp. 
without official duties. [F, f. LL abbatem 
nom. -as abbot] 

abb'ess, n. Superior of abbey of enclosed 
nuns. [ME, f. OF ab(b)esse f. LL abbatissa 
(abbot, -ess)] 

abb'ey, n. (pi. ~s). Building(s) occupied by 
monks or nuns under an abbot or abbess; 
the monks or nuns as a body; a church or 
house that was once an ~ or part of it 
(the A~, Westminster A~). [ME, f. OF 
abbeie etc. f. LL abbatia abbacy ] 

abb'ot, n. Head of abbey of monks; 
A~ of Misrule or of Unreason, leader 
in medieval burlesque festivities. [OE 
abbod, f. LL abbas -at- f. Gk abbas 
(abba)] 

abbreviate1, a. Relatively short (esp. 
in nat. hist.), [late ME f. LL abbreviatus 
p.p. of -are shorten (ab or ad+brevis 
short); cf. abridge] 

abbreviate2, v.t. Make short (chiefly 
now of writing part of word for whole. 

aberrant 

but also of visit, story, etc.). So (f. OF) 
~ation n. [f. as prec.; see -ate3] 
ABC (abese'), n. The alphabet; rudi¬ 
ments of any subject; II alphabetical rail¬ 
way guide. 

Ab'derite (ft-), n. The~, Democritus (see 
democritean). [Gk Abderites (Abdera, a 
town, -ite1)] 

ab'diclate, v.t. Renounce formally or by 
default (a power, office, right; also abs., 
esp. of the crown). So (f. L) ~a'tion n., 
~atED1 (2) a. [f. L KB(dicare declare), -ate 3 ] 

abdom'en (or ab'do-), n. 1. (anat.). Belly, 
including stomach, bowels, & other nutri¬ 
tive organs. 2. (zool.). Hinder part of 
insects, spiders, etc. [L] 

abdominal, a. Of the abdomen in either 
sense; (of fish) having the ventral fins 
under the belly, [f. abdomin- stem of 
prec. + -AL] 

abdominous, a. Corpulent, [as prec. + 
-ous] 

abdu'cent, a. (anat.). Drawing away (of 
muscles that open or pull back the part 
they are fixed to), [f. L abducent- part, 
st. of AB(ducere duct- draw)] 

abduct', v.t. Kidnap; take away (esp. a 
woman) by force or fraud; draw (limb 
etc.) from its natural position, [f. L 
abduct- see prec. ] 

abduc'tion, n. Illegal carrying off, esp. of 
a child, ward; forcible carrying off of any 
one, as of a voter; withdrawal of limb 
from natural position; shrinking of sides 
of a wound, causing it to gape. [f. LL 
abductio (prec., -ion)] 

abduc'tor, n. Person who abducts an¬ 
other ; (also ~ muscle) muscle that abducts 
a limb, [as abduct +-or] 

abeam', adv. On a line at right angles to 
the ship’s or aircraft’s length; ~ of us, 
opposite our centre, abreast, [a2 + beam1] 

abecedarian (ablsi-), a. &n. 1. Arranged 
alphabetically, as the 119th Psalm ; ele¬ 
mentary, ignorant. 2. n. Pupil learning 
the alphabet (common in U.S.). [f. LL 
abecedar ius (sec -ary1) +-an] 

abed', adv. In bed. [a2+bed1] 

abele (abel', a'bl), n. The white poplar, 
[f. Du. abeel f. OF abel earlier aubel f. 
med. L albellus dim. of albus white] 

a'belmosk, n. Malvaceous N.-Afr. ever¬ 
green shrub yielding musk-seeds, [ult. 
f. Arab, habbu-’l-misk grain of musk] 

Aberdeen' (&-), n. ~ Angus, Scottish 
breed of polled black cattle; ~ (terrier), 
rough-haired Scotch terrier. [Aberdeen 
in Scotland] 

aberdevine', n. Bird-fancier’s name for 
the siskin, [orig. unkn.] 

Aberdonian (a-), a. & n. (Inhabitant, 
native) of Aberdeen, [f. med. L Aber- 
donia + -ian ] 

abcrglaube (ah'berglowbe), n. Excessive 
belief, superstition. [G] 

Ab'ernethy (a-), n. Hard biscuit flavoured 
with caraway seeds, [orig. unkn. ] 

abe'rr [ant, a. Straying from moral stand- 
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ard; (in nat. hist.) diverging from normal 
type. So ~ance, ~ancy, nn. [f. L 
jaberrant- part. at. of AB(errare stray)] 
aberra'tion, n. 1. A 6traying from the 
path, lit. & fig.; breaking of rules; moral 
slip; intellectual deficiency; temporary 
lapse of memory; deviation from type. 
2. (optics). Non-convergence of rays to 
one focus. 3. (astron.). Displacement of 
heavenly body’s true position to ob¬ 
server. [f. L aberratio; see prec., -ation] 

abet', v.t. (-tt-). Countenance or assist 
(offence or offender; esp. aid <£■ ~), incite. 
So (f. AN) ~ment, ~t'ER1, ~t'0R, nn. 
~<or is the legal & the commoner general 
form. [ME, f. OF abeter (a to + beler bait1)] 

db doe'trd, adv. From outside. [LL] 
abey'ance (-ba-), n. State of suspension, 
dormant condition liable to revival, (of 
rights etc.; mostly in phrr. be in or fall 
into ~). ] [AF abeiance f. OF abeer f. a to 
+ beer t. med.L batare gape] 

abh<5r', v.t. (-rr-). Regard with disgust 
& hatred (Nature ~s a vacuum). [ME, f. 
L ab(horrere shudder)] 

abho'rrence, n. Detestation; detested 
thing (flattery is my ~). [foil., -ENCE] 

abho'rrent, a. Inspiring disgust, hateful, 
of conduct, etc., often with to (person); 
inconsistent (from); (arch.) feeling dis¬ 
gust (of), as the Greeks were ~ of excess. 
[f. L abhorrent- part. st. see abhor] 

abh<5r'rer, n. (hist.). Nickname of those 
who signed addresses to Charles II in 
1680. [ABHOR-f-ER1] 

abid'ance, n. Continuance, dwelling (in), 
abiding (by rules etc.), [abide + -ance] 

abide', v.t. & i. (past & p.p. abode, occas. 
r-~d). 1. Remain over; continue; dwell 
(arch.); stand firm; (with by) remain 
faithful to, act upon (terms). 2. Wait for; 
encounter, sustain; submit to, suffer; 
(negatively as 1 cannot, who can, ~?) put 
up with (noun or infinitive). [OE abidan 
f. a-(1 )+bidan bide] 

abid'ing, a. Permanent. Hence ~ly2 

adv. [part, of abide] 
ablet-, stem of several chemical terms. Of 
resin, or fir. [L abiet- nom. abies fir-tree] 

ab'igail, n. Lady’s-maid, [character in 
Beaumont & Fletcher’s Scornful Lady, 
perh. w. ref. to 1 Sam. xxv. 24-31 ] 

abil'ity, n. Sufficient power, capacity (to 
do something); legal competency (to 
act); financial competency to meet a 
demand; cleverness, mental faculty, 
(general in sing., special in pi.). [ME 
ablete f. OF f. L habilitatem (habilis deft, 
-ty1) to wh. mod. sp. conforms] 

db init'id, adv. From the beginning. [L] 
ab'Iogen'esis, n. Spontaneous genera¬ 
tion. (Allied words) ab'iogenet'io a., 
connected w. the doctrine; ab'iogenet- 
ically adv., by spont. gen. or according 
to the doctrine; abio'geniST (2) n., one 
who believes in it; abiS'genous a., so 
produced; abid'geny1 n„ = abiogenesis. 
[f. Gk abios f. a-(7)+6ios life-(-genesis] 

ablution 

ab'ject, a. & n. 1. Brought low, miserable; 
craven, degraded, despicable. 2. n. (Bibl. 
& arch.) a person of the meanest condi¬ 
tion. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, f. 
I, abjectus p.p. of Alljicfre = jaefre throw)] 

abjec'tion, n. Abasement, low estate. 
[f. L abject io (abject, -ion)] 

abjura'tion (-joor-), n. Action or form of 
renunciation on oath, in all senses of 
abjure (in hist. esp. of the Stuart claim), 
[f. L abjuratio (abjure, -ation)] 

abjure' (-joor), v.t. Renounce on oath (an 
opinion, heresy, cause, claim, or claimant); 
swear perpetual absence from (one’s 
country etc.) [f. F abjurer or L ab(jurare 
swear) ] 

ablacta'tion, n. Weaning from the 
mother. [f. LL ab(lactatio f. lactare 
suckle f. tact- nom. lac milk)] 

abla'tion, n. Removal (esp. in surgery, of 
any part of body); (Geol.) waste of a 
glacier or rock by melting or water action, 
[f. LL ablatio f. t.n(lat- p.p. st. of ferre 

_carry)] 
ab'lative, a. & n. The case in Latin nouns 
that expresses source, agent, cause, in¬ 
strument, of action — from or by with the 
noun (usu. noun; adj. with case, sense, 
etc.); ~ absolute, a construction of noun 
& particle in L Gram, giving time or 
circumstances. [ME, f. OF (-if, -ive) or 
L ablativus (prec., -ive)] 

ab'laut (-ow-), n. Vowel changes in the 
parent Indo-European language, arising 
out of differences of accent & stress, & 
surviving e.g. in drive, drove, driven. [G] 

ablaze', adv. & pred. a. On fire; glitter¬ 
ing; excited. [a2+blaze1] 

a'bie, a. Talented, clever; competent, 
having the means or power (to), esp. w. 
parts of be to supply the deficiencies of 
can; legally qualified; <-—bodied seaman 
(abbr. a.b.), of special class. Hence ab'l.Y2 
adv. [ME, f. OF liable, able, (now habile) 
f. L habilis handy (habere to hold)] 

-able, suf. f. F -able f. L -a- of first oonjug. 
+ -bili- see -ble. In F extended to vbs of 
all conjugg. In E now appended even to 
native vbs as bearable, nouns as clubbable, 
& phrase vbs as get-at-able; prob. f. 
confusion w. the unrelated adj. able. 
Now always w. pass, sense (eatable), but 
in early wds freq. act. (comfortable, 
suitable); cf. -BLE; salable (where no vb 
exists) is on anal, of debatable. 

Ilab'let, ab'len, n. Name for the fresh¬ 
water fish bleak. [F ablette f. Rom. * abula 
for albula dim. of alba white] 

ab'lings, ab'lins (-z), adv. (Sc. & north.). 
Possibly, perhaps, [able +-lings] 

abloom', adv. & pred. a. In or into bloom. 
[a2 4-bloom] 

ablush', adv. & pred. a. Blushing, [a2 + 

BLUSH] 
ablu'tion (-loo-), n. (usu. pi.). Ceremonial 
washing of person, hands, or sacred 
vessels; ordinary personal washing; 
(sing.) water in which things have been 
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washed, esp. in Catholic Ritual. Hence 
~ary1 a. [ME, f. OF, or LL AB(lutio f. 
lucre lut- wash, -ION)] 

ab'negate, v.t. Deny oneself (something), 
renounce (a right or belief), [f. L AB(negare 
deny), -ate3] 

abnega'tion, n. Denial; rejection (of 
doctrine); self-sacrifice (now oftener self- 
—). [f. F, or LL abnegatio (prec., 
-ATION)] 

abnorm'al, a. Exceptional, irregular, de¬ 
viating from type. Hence abnormal'lTY 
n., the quality or an instance of it, ~ly2 

adv. [earlier & F anormal f. med. L 
anormalus corrupted f. Gk anomalos 
anomalous; but now regarded as f. L 
abnormis, see foil. ] 

abnorm'ity, n. Irregularity; a mon¬ 
strosity. [f. L Ais(normis f. norma rule) 
see -ty ] 

aboard' (-ord), adv. & prep. On or into 
ship, train, etc. (ship etc. either expressed 
or omitted); alongside, near, esp. close or 
hard —. Lay (another ship) ~, place one’s 
own alongside of her to fight; fall —, fall 
foul of (another ship). [A2 + board] 

abSde', n. Dwelling-place, house; stay, 
habit of dwelling, as in make one’s ~. 
[vbl n. of abide ; cf. ride, rode, road ] 

aboil', adv. & pred. a. A-boiling, boiling. 
[A2 + BOLL2] 

abol'ish, v.t. Do away with (customs, 
institutions). Hence ~able a., ~er‘, 
~ment, nn. [ME, f. F abolir (-ISH2) f. L 
abolere destroy ] 

aboli'tion, n. Abolishing, being abolished. 
In the 18th & 19th cc. w. ref. to Negro 
slavery & the movement against it, 
whence also ~ism(3), ~ist(2), (-shon-), nn. 
[f. F abolition or L abolitio (prec., -ion)] 

A-bomb (a'bbm), n. Atomic bomb. [A 
for atomic] 

abom'inablle, a. Detestable, odious, 
morally or physically loathsome; (by con¬ 
scious exaggeration) unpleasant. Hence 
~leNESS (-In-) n., ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF, 
f. L abominabilis f. ab(ominari f. omen) 
deprecate; early sp. abh- due to assoc, 
w. L homo) 

abSm'inate1, v.t. Loathe; (by exaggera¬ 
tion) dislike, [f. L abominat-; see prec. ] 

abom'inate2, a. (poet.). Abominated. 
[f. L abominatus p.p., see abominable] 

abomina'tion, n. Loathing; odious or de¬ 
grading habit or act; an object of disgust 
(to). [ME, f. OF (abominate1, -ation)] 

abori'ginal, a. & n. 1. Indigenous, exist¬ 
ing in a land at the dawn of history, or 
before arrival of colonists (of races & 
natural objects). 2. n. (pi. —s, but ab¬ 
origines commoner). ~ inhabitant or 
(rarely) thing. Hence aboriginal'iTY n., 
~ly2 adv. [f. as aborigines, +-al] 

abori'gines (-z), n. pi. (aboriginal usual 
for sing.; also the indefensible form ab¬ 
origine, & rarely abd'rigin or -en). First 
inhabitants, or those found in possession 
by colonists (also of native plants & ani- 

above 

mals). [L, f. phr. ab origine from the be¬ 

ginning ] 
abort', v.i. Miscarry, have premature de¬ 
livery of a child; (Biol.) become sterile, 
remain undeveloped, shrink away, (of 
plants & animals—the race, the indi¬ 
vidual, or part of the body). Hence 
~iFA'ciENT (-ashent) a. & n., (drug or 
other agent) causing abortion, [f. L abort- 
p.p. st. of AB(oriri be born) miscarry] 

abort'ed, a. Untimely bom, undeveloped; 
rudimentary (thorns are — branches). 
[abort +-ED1 (2)] 

abor'tion, n. Miscarriage of birth ; the 

procuring of this, whence ~ist (1) (-shon-) 

n.; arrested development of any organ; 

a dwarfed or mis-shapen creature; failure 

of a project or action, [f. L abortio 
(ABORT, -ION)] 

abort'ive, a. Premature (birth etc.); fruit¬ 
less, unsuccessful; rudimentary (organ 
etc.), arrested in development. Hence 
~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness (-vn-) n. [ME, f. 
L abortivus (ABORT, -ive)] 

abou'lia (-ow-), abu'lia, n. Loss of will- 
-power (as mental disorder), [f. Gk a- not 
+ boulomai I will] 

abound', v.i. 1. (Orig.) overflow, either 
of vessel or of liquid. 2. Be plentiful; 
be rich (in); teem or be infested (with). 
[ME, f. OF abunder etc. f. L ab (undare, 
f. unda wave); early sp. hab- due to assoc, 
w. L habere have] 

about' *, adv. & prep. All round from out¬ 
side, as compass it —, lie is — my path, 
beat — the bush; all round from a centre, 
as look or lay — you; somewhere round, 
as lie —, hang — (the door), the fields — 
Oxford, people or objects — us, have not a 
penny — me; here and there (in a place, 
or abs.), as smallpox is —, move or orders, 
he put the tale —, I was much put — (dis¬ 
tracted), out & —, restored to normal 
activity (after convalescence), dotted — the 
fields, man — town; near in number, scale, 
degree, etc., as ~ half, fifty, right, tired, 
midnight, my size (occas. much —); facing 
round, as right-’-- turn (now ~ turn! as 
mil. word of command), the wrong way 
—, put (the ship) or go —; round a party, 
as take turns —, read verse —; occupied 
with, as ~ my father’s business, send — his 
business, what are you —?, go — to do, am 
~ to do (so all fut. participles); in con¬ 
nexion with, as quarrels <— trade, something 
wrong ~ it; circuitously, as he went a long 
way ~, I brought it ~, it came—. [OE on- 
butan f. on (A2) +butan but1] 

about'2, v.t. Change the course of (ship) 
to the other tack. [f. about adv. ] 

about'-sledge, n. Largest hammer used 
by smiths. 

above' (-iiv), adv., prep., a., & n. 1. adv. 
At a higher point (w. spec, meaning acc. 
to context); overhead, on high; up 
stream, upstairs; in heaven ; on the upper 
side; earlier in a book or article (as was re¬ 
marked —; the —-cited passages; the —); 
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in addition (over & ~). 2. prep. Over, 

on the top of, higher than (~ par; ~ one- 

self. uppish, in unusual spirits etc.; 

can’t get ~ C—in music), more than (~ 

a hundred), up stream from, projecting 

from (head ~ water; heard ~ the tumult; 

~ ground — alive), further north than, 

earlier in hist, than (not traced ~ third 
century), out of reach of (~ criticism, 
measure, my understanding), too great or 

good for (~ meanness, one’s station), more 

important than (~ all), of higher rank 

than. 3. adj. Preceding, previous, as the 
~ statements. 4. n. That which is ~. [ME 

abufan, abuven f. a2 + OE bufan (be by + 

ufan f. WG *ufana, *ubhana, f. *uf, *ubh 
UP)] 

above'-board (-bord), adv. & pred. a. 

Undisguisedly; fair, open, [metaph. f. 
cards] 

6b ov'o, adv. (Relating tediously) from 
the very beginning. [L ; Hor. A.P. 147] 

abracadab'ra, n. Spell, magic formula; 

gibberish. Cabbalistic word supposed 

when written triangularly, & worn, to 

cure agues etc. [L (3rd c.), of unkn. orig.] 

abrade', v.t. Scrape off, injure, (skin 

etc.) by violent rubbing, [f. L ab(radere 
ras- scrape)] 

A'braham-man (a-), n. (hist.). Wander¬ 

ing beggar of the 16th c., either a lunatic 

or feigning lunacy; hence to sham Abram, 
to feign illness or madness. [Luke xvi] 

abranc'hial(-ngk-), abranc'hiate (-ngk-), 
aa. Without gills. [A-(7)+Gk bragkhia 
gills +-AL & -ATE2] 

abra'sion (-zhn), n. Scraping off (of 

skin etc.); the wounded place that results. 

So abras'rvE a. & n., (substance) capable 

of rubbing or grinding down, tending to 

graze the skin. [f. LLatirasio abrade, -ion] 
abreac'tion, n. (psycho-an.). The removal 

by revival & expression of the emotion 

associated with forgotten or repressed 

ideas of the event that first caused it. 

[ab-, reaction; after G abreagierung] 
abreast' (-rest), adv. On a level & facing 

the same way; keeping up, not behind, 

(of or with progress, thought, etc., or as 

prep., ~ the times). [a2 + breast1] 
abridge', v.t. Shorten (interview etc.); 

condense or epitomize (book etc.); curtail 

(liberty; of limbs etc. only now w. playful 

archaism); deprive (person of). [ME, f. 

OF abregier f. LL abbreviare abbreviate 1J 

abridge'ment, -gment, (-jm-), n. Short¬ 

ening (of time or labour), curtailment (of 

rights); epitome, abstract. [ME, f. OF 

abregemenl f. abregier (prec., -ment)] 
abroach', adv. & pred. a. Pierced, so as 

to let the liquor run (of casks). [A2 + 

broach2] 
abroad' (-rawd), adv. Broadly, widely, in 

different directions; in motion (there is a 
rumour ~; the schoolmaster is ~, educa¬ 

tion is now becoming generally acces¬ 

sible) ; out of doors, in or to foreign lands; 

in error (all ~). Also treated as a noun 

absolute 

in from ~. [a2 + broad a.; cf. along, at 
large] 

ab'rogate, v.t. Repeal, cancel, (law or 

custom). So abrogA'TiON n. [f. p.p. of L 
AB(rogare propose law); see -ate3] 

abrupt', a. Sudden, hasty, disconnected; 
steep, precipitous; (Bot.) truncated; sud¬ 

denly cropping out (of geol. strata). 

Hence ~ly 2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L abruplus 
p.p. of ab(rumpere break)] 

abrup'tion, n. Breaking away of part 

from a mass, [f. L abruptio (abrupt, -ion) ] 
abs-, pref., variant, in L, of ab; see ab-. 
ab'seess (-sds), n. Collection of pus 

formed in a cavity of the body. [f. L 

abscessus a going away f. ABS(cedere cess- 
go)] 

ab'sciss(e) (-sis; pi. -es), absci'ssa (-si-; 

pi. -as), n. Portion of given line inter¬ 

cepted between fixed point within it & 

ordinate drawn to it from given point 

without it. [L abscissa (linca) p.p. of 
ab(scindere sciss- cut)] 

absci'ssion (-sishn), n. (surg.). Cutting 

off, violent separation, [f. L abscissio (see 

prec., -ion)] 
abscond', v.i. Go away secretly, fly from 
the law. Hence ~ence, ^er1, nn. [f. L 

ABS(condere stow, f. dare put)] 

ab'sence, n. Being away from a place 

or person; time of being away; non- 

-existence or want of-, abstraction of 

thought (esp. in phr. ~ of mind); || roll- 

-call. [ME, f. OF absence f. L absentia 
(absent- absent1)] 

ab'sent1, a. 1. Not present; not existing, 
2. Abstracted in mind, whence~LY2 adv., 
—min'dED2 a., —min'dedLY2 adv., 
~-min'dedNESS, ~ness, nn. [ME, f. OF 
absent f. L absentem part, of AB(esse be)] 

absent'2, v.refl. Keep oneself away. [ME, 
f. F absenter f. LL absentare f. absent- 
ABSENT1] 

Absentee', n. A person not present; a 
person, esp. a landlord (& formerly par¬ 

son), habitually living away from home. 

Hence ~ism (2) n., practice of being an ~, 
practice of workers of absenting them¬ 

selves from work, esp. frequently or 
without good reason, [absent2 + -ee] 

ab'sinth, n. Wormwood, the plant or its 

essence; a liqueur made (orig. at least) 

from wine & wormwood, [f. F absinthe i. 
L f. Gk apsinlhion] 

db'sft 6rn'£n, sent. May no ominous signi¬ 

ficance attach to the words, may my fears 

not be verified. [L] 

ab'solute (-dot, -ut), a. Complete, perfect, 

puro (as ~ alcohol), mere; unrestricted, 
independent; ruling arbitrarily; out of 

grammatical relation (ablative ~ in L, 

genitive ~ in Gk, ~ construction in E, 

noun & participle used as adverbial clause, 

as dinner being over xve left the table); real, 

not merely relative or comparative; un¬ 

qualified, unconditional; self-existent & 

conceivable without relation to other 

things (the as noun); ~ magnitude 



absolutely 6 

(Astron.), tbe magnitude of a star if at a 
standard distance of 10 parsecs; ~ music, 
self-dependent instrumental music de¬ 
void of literary suggestions;~p-iicA(Mus.), 
ability to recognize or reproduce the pitch 
of a note; ~ zero. Hence ~ness (-tn-)n. 
[ME, f. L absolutus p.p. see absolve] 

absolutely (-doth, -u.t-), adv. Indepen¬ 
dently, in & by itself; arbitrarily, without 
external control; without qualification; 
without the usual accompaniments (as a 
transitive vb usad~, i.e. without its obj.); 
unconditionally; positively, though you 
would not believe it; conclusively, com¬ 
pletely, quite; at all (w. negatives); 
II (colloq.) quite so, yes. [f. prec. + -ly2] 

absolution (-loo-, -lu-), n. Formal setting 
free from guilt, sentence, or obligation; 
ecclesiastical declaration of forgiveness of 
sins; remission of penance; forgiveness. 
[ME, f. OF f. L absolutionem(ABSOLVE, -ion)] 

ab'solutism (loo-, -lu-), n. (Theol.) 
doctrine that God acts absolutely in the 
affair of salvation; (Pol.) principle of abso¬ 
lute government, [absolute +-ism (3)] 

absolutist (-loo-, -lu-), n. Partisan of 
political absolutism (also adj., as ~ 
principles); a metaphysician who identi¬ 
fies subject & object, [absolute + -ist (2)] 

absolve' (-s-, -z-), v.t. Set, pronounce, 
free (from blame etc., of sin, from obliga¬ 
tion etc., or abs.); acquit, pronounce not 
guilty, [f. L aB(solvere, solut- loosen)] 

ab'sonant, a. Discordant, alien (from), 
unreasonable, [f. ab- + sonant- part. st. 
of L sonare sound on anal, of dissonant, 
consonant, & L absonus] 

absdrb', v.t. Swallow up, incorporate (be 
~ed by, lose one’s identity in); engross 
the attention of; suck in (liquids); take in 
(heat, light, etc.) by chemical or molecu¬ 
lar action, [f. F absorber f. L ab(sorbere 
sorpt- suck in)] 

absorb'|able, a. Easily sucked in. Hence 
~aBiL'iTY n. [prec. + -able] 

absorbed' (-bd), a. Intensely engaged or 
interested. Hence ~ly2 (-b'edli) adv. 
[p.p. Of ABSORB] 

absorbefa'cient (-shent), a. & n. Causing 
the absorption or drying up (e.g. of a 
tumour); agent that does this. [f. L 
absorbere absorb +-facient] 

absorb'ent, a. & n. 1. Having tendency to 
suck in (abs., or of). 2. n. Substance of 
this kind; one of the vessels in plants & 
animals (e.g. root tips) that absorb nutri¬ 
ment. [f. L absorbent- part. st. of absor¬ 
bere absorb] 

absorbing, a. Engrossing, intensely 
interesting. Hence ~ly2 adv. [part, of 
ABSORB] 

absorption, n. Disappearance through 
incorporation in something else; natural 
or medical removal of tissues; mental 
engrossment; sucking in of fluid, light, 
etc., or nutriment, [f. LL absorptio (ab¬ 
sorb, -ion)] 

absorptive, a. Having a tendency to 

absurdity 

suck in. Hence ~ness (-vn-) n. [f. L 
absorpt- (absorb, -ive)] 

absquatulate (-6t-), v.i. Make off, de¬ 
camp. [American-made jocular vb w. L 
pref. & suf. ] 

abstain', v.i. Keep oneself away, refrain, 
(from); refrain from alcohol, whence 
~er‘ n., ~ing2 a. [ME, f. F abstenir i. L 
abs(tinere tent- = lenere hold)] 

abstentious, a. Sparing, not self-indul¬ 
gent, esp. in food and drink. Used of 
persons, habits, meals. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
-—-ness n. [f. L abstemius +-ous] 

abstention, n. Keeping off (abs., or from 
any pleasure); esp., not using one’s vote. 
[F, f. L abstent- (abstain, -ion)] 

abster'gent, a. & n. Cleansing; a cleans¬ 
ing substance, [f. L abstergent- part. st. of 
ABS(tergere ters- wipe)] 

absteT'sion (-shn), n. Cleansing, purga¬ 
tion. [f. L absters- (see abstergent) 

4- -ion ; cf. LL abstersio] 
abstdrs'ive, a. Cleansing, [as prec.,-ive] 

ab'stinence, n. Refraining (from any 
pleasure, or abs. in sense of continence, 
fasting, or, usu. total ~, going without 
alcohol); occas. = foil. [ME, f. OF, 
or L abstinentia (abstinent, -ence)] 

ab'stinency, n. Habit of refraining from 
pleasures, esp. food, [see prec. & -ency] 

ab'stinent, a. Practising abstinence. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF, or L ab¬ 
stinent- (ABSTAIN, -ENT)] 

ab'stract1, a. Separated from matter, 
practice, or particular examples, not con¬ 
crete; ideal, not practical; abstruse; 
(with the, as noun) the ideal or theoretical 
way of regarding things (in the~). Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, f. L abstractus 
p.p. of abs(trahere draw)] 

ab'stract2, n. Essence, summary; ab¬ 
straction or abstract term, [see prec. ] 

abstract'3, v.t. Deduct, remove, (an obj. 
much etc. is occas. omitted); (euphem.) 
steal; disengage (obj. attention etc. occas. 
omitted) from,-, consider apart from the 
concrete; summarize, [[.abstract1] 

abstracted, a. Withdrawn in thought, 
not attending. Hence ~ness n. [-ED1 ] 

abstractedly, adv. In the abstract, 
ideally; 8eparately,(/rowi—esp. after con¬ 
sider)-, in an absent-minded way. [-ly2] 

abstraction, n. Taking away, with¬ 
drawal; (euphem.) stealing; process of 
stripping an idea of its concrete accom¬ 
paniments; the idea so stripped, some¬ 
thing visionary; absence of mind. [f. F, 
or L abstractio (abstract1, -ion)] 

abstruse' (-dos), a. Hard to understand, 
profound. Hence ~ly2 (-si-) adv., ~ness 

(-sn-) n. [f. F, or L ABS(trusus p.p. of 
trudere push)] 

absutd', a. Incongruous, unreasonable, 
ridiculous, silly. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. F, 
or L absurdus (ab- +surdus deaf, dull)] 

absurd'ity, n. Folly, unreasonableness; an 
absurd statement or act. [f. F absurditi 
or LL absurditas (absurd, -ity)] 
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abun'dance, n. Quantity more than 
sufficient, plenty; overflowing emotion 
(~ of the heart); many people (there are ~ 
who); affluence, wealth. [ME, f. OF abun¬ 
dance f. L abundantia (as foil., -ance)] 

abun'dant, a. More than sufficient, plenti¬ 
ful; rich (in). Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF abundant f. L abundant- part. st. 
(ABOUND, -ANT)] 

GU urb'e c&n'dlta, adv. (ahbr. A.u.c.). 
Counting from the foundation of Home 
(753 B.C.). [L] 

abuse71 (-z), v.t. Misuse, make had use of; 
deceive (arch., but still used esp. in pass.); 
maltreat (arch.); revile. [ME, f. OF 
abuser f. Rom. *abusare f. ab(us- p.p. st. 
of uli USE2)] 

abus|e72 (-s), n. Misuse, perversion (of); 
an established unjust or corrupt prac¬ 
tice: reviling, whence ~'ive a., ~'IveLYa 

(-vl-)adv.,~'iveNESS(-vn-)n. [ME, f. OF 
abus or L abusus n. f. alms- see prec. ] 

abut',v.t.(-tt-). Have acommon boundary 
with, border, (upon; or occas. without 
prep, as trans. vb ; of estates or countries); 
end on or against, lean on, (of parts of a 
building), [sense ‘border upon’ f. OF 
abouter (bout end); sense ‘end on’ f. OF 
abuter (but end) ] 

abut'ment, n. A lateral support; (esp. in 
architecture) that on which an arch or 
bridge rests; point of junction between 
such support & thing supported, [abut 

+ -MENT ] 

abutt'er, n. (In law) owner of the adjoin¬ 
ing property. [ABUT-f-ER1] 

aby(e)7, v.t. (arch.; past & p.p. abought). 
Redeem, pay the penalty of, (an offence; 
usu. w. dearly, sore). [OE abyegan, f. A- 

(1)+BUY] 
abysm7 (-z-), n. Earlier form, still used in 
poetical style, of abyss. [ME abime f. OF 
f. med. L abysmus (L abyssus + -ISM) 

abyss, to which the sp. later conforms] 
abys'mal (-z-), a. Bottomless, esp. fig., 
as ~ ignorance. Hence ~ly2 (-z-) adv. 
[ABYSM + -AL] 

abyss7, n. The primal chaos, bowels of the 
earth, lower world; a bottomless chasm, 
deep gorge; depth (~ of light), [f. LL 
abyssus f. Gk abussos bottomless] 

abyss'al, a. More than 300 fathoms below 
sea surface (water, zone, mud), [f. prec. 
+ -al; cf. F abyssal] 

ac-, pref., assim. form of ad- before c-, 
k-, qu-. Occas. erron. for a- (of various 
orig.; see A-), as in acknowledge. See also 
AD- (2). 

-ac, suf. forming adjj., which are often 
also (if not only) used as nouns. From 
Gk -akos, the modification of adj. suf. 
-kos appended to nouns in -ia, -ios, -ion, 
& imitated in L. E wds in -ac may be f. 
Gk (-alcos), L (-acus), or F (-ague). 

aca'cia (-sha), n. Shrub or tree, of mimosa 
tribe, yielding gum arabic; the locust- 
-tree or false~, grown for ornament; gum 
arabic. [L, f. Gk akakia] 

acarpous 
ac'ademe, n. (Prop.) = Academus (see 
academy) ; (used by mistake in poetic 
style for) the Gk Academy, a college, 
university. [Gk Akademos see academy; 

mistake peril, caused by Milton’s ‘grove 
of Academe’, P. R. iv. 244] 

academ'ic, a. & n. 1. Belonging to or 
agreeing with the philosophic school of 
Plato (academy), (w. ref. to some of his 
successors’ views) sceptical; an ancient 
Platonist. 2. Scholarly, (& by implica¬ 
tion) abstract, unpractical, cold, merely 
logical; (as sing, noun) member of a 
university, one too much enslaved to the 
principles (in painting etc.) of an aca¬ 
demy; (as pi. noun) merely theoretic 
arguments, university robes. 3. Of an 
academician or academy (~ rank), [f. L 
academicvs (a. & n.); see academy ; -ic] 

academ'ical, a. Belonging to a college or 
university; (as pi. noun) college costume 
(commoner than academics), [prec. + -al] 

academically, adv. Theoretically, un¬ 
practically; rarely also in any of the 
senses of the two precc. [prec. + -by2] 

acad'emi'cian (-shn), n. Member of an 
Academy or art society, II esp. of the 
Royal Academy of Arts. [f. F accuUmicien 
f. L academicus academic ; see -ian] 

Acad'emy, n. 1. The garden near Athens 
in which Plato taught; Plato’s followers 
or philosophical system. 2. (a~). A place 
of study, including universities, II but 
occas. used pretentiously or depreci¬ 
atingly of something between a school & 
a university. 3. A place of training in a 
special art (Royal Military ~). 4. A 
society for cultivating literature, art, 
etc., of which membership is an honour, 
II esp. the Royal ~ of Arts; II the R.A.’s 
annual exhibition, [f. F acaiUmie or f. 
L f. Gk akademeia (Akademos the man or 
demigod f. whom Plato’s garden was 
named)] 

Acad'ian, a. & n. Nova-Scotian, [f. F 
Acadie Nova Scotia + - an] 

ac'ajou (-zhoo), n. cashew. [F, see cashew] 

-acal, compd suf. = -ac + -al. Adjj. in -ac 
being often used as nouns also, -al was 
appended to distinguish the adj. (demo¬ 
niac, -acal), & even when there was no 
noun (heliacal.). In adjj. -acal often differs 
f. -ac in suggesting looser connexion w. 
the orig. noun; e.g., cardiac arteries (of the 
heart), cardiacal herbs (having influence 
on the heart). 

ac'aleph,-ephe(-ef),n. Jellyfish,medusa, 
sea-nettle. [Gk akalephe nettle] 

acan'thus, n. Kinds of prickly-leaved 
plants, esp. bear’s breech or brank-ursine; 
a conventional representation of its leaf 
used in Gk architecture. Hence acanth(o)- 
comb. form. [L, f. Gk akanthos (akantha- 
thorn f. alee point) ] 

acdrpell7ous, a. Without carpels, [a- (7), 
CARPEL, -OUS] 

acdbp'ous, a. (bot.). Not producing fruit. 
[a- (7) -f Gk karpos fruit + -ous] 
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acatalec'tic, a. & n. (A verse) not docked 
of a syllable, complete, [f. LL acata- 
lecticus f. Gk akatalektos (see a- (7), cata- 

lectic) ] 

acat'alepsy, n. Incomprehensibility 
(philos. term), the quality in the object 
answering to agnosticism in the subject. 
So acatalep'tic a. [f. med. L f. Gk 
alcatalepsia f. a- (7) + katalamba.no grasp] 

acaul'ous, a. (also -es'cent, -ine, -5se). 
(bot.). Apparently stemless, having very 
short stem, [a- (7) + L caulis stem -f 
-ous] 

Accad'ian, a. & n. 1. Of Accad in Shinar 
{Gen. x. 10). 2. n. A language preserved 
in cuneiform inscriptions, [-ian] 

accede' (aks-), v.i. Enter upon an office; 
join a party; assent to an opinion or 
policy. Abs., or w. to if the office etc. is 
stated, in all senses, [f. L AC(cedere cess- 
come)] 

acciUeran'do (aks-), musical direction. 
Gradually increase speed. [It.] 

accel'erate (aks-), v.t. & i. Make quicker; 
cause to happen earlier; become swifter 
(of a motion or process); put on pace, 
[f. p.p. of L ac{celerare f. celer swift); see 
-ate2’ 3] 

accel'erated (aks-), a. (phys.). Pro¬ 
gressively quicker (~ motion). Hence 
~LY2 adv. [p.p. of prec.] 

accel'erating (aks-), a. Causing progres¬ 
sively quicker motion (~ force), [-ing2] 

acceleration (aks-), n. 1. Making quicker; 
being made quicker. 2. (phys.). Rate of in¬ 
crease of velocity per time unit, as with 
falling bodies. 3. (astron.). ~ of stars, time 
gained daily by them over sun; ~ of 
planets, increased velocity from aphelion 
to perihelion; ~ of moon, increase in 
speed of mean motion; ~ of tides, amount 
of local advance on calculated time. [f. 
L acceleratio (accelerate, -ion) or F 
accf.lera.tion ] 

accel'erative (aks-), a. Tending to increase 
speed, quickening. [f. accelerate + 
-IVE] 

accel'erator (aks-), n. Person or thing that 
increases anything’s speed, esp. an attach¬ 
ment in motor-cars for this purpose; one 
of a class of nerves & muscles, [accele¬ 

rate + -or ] 

ac'cent1 (aks-), n. 1. Prominence given to 
a syllable, whether by higher musical pitch 
(ancient Gk & L, Swedish & Norw.), or 
by stress (most mod. languages, but perh. 
not F). Three marks called acute ('), grave 
('), & circumflex ("or ") accents (systema¬ 
tically employed in Gk, & to a less degree 
in F) used for various purposes, e.g. to 
indicate syllabic pitch (Gk), quality 
of vowel sound (F), etymological hist. 
(F, E), metrical stress, syllabic stress 
(dictionaries etc.), the fact of a letter’s 
not being silent, or conventional distinc¬ 
tion between homonyms (F). 2. Indi¬ 
vidual, local, or national mode of pronun¬ 
ciation; modulation to express feeling; 

accessary 

in pi., speech (poet.). 3. (In prosody) 
rhythmical stress. 4. (mus.). Stress recur¬ 
ring at intervals, regular or otherwise. 
5. (fig.). Intensity, sharp distinction. [F, 
or f. L accentus (cantus song) repr. Gk 
prosoidia (prosody)] 

accent' 2(aks-), v.t. Pronounce with accent, 
emphasize (word or syllable); put the 
written accents on; heighten, make con¬ 
spicuous. [f. obs. F accenter see prec. ] 

accen'tor (aks-), n. Kinds of bird ( = 
warbler), esp. the hedge-sparrow, which 
name is now occas. avoided as misleading, 
[cf. LL accentor, f. ad to + cantor singer] 

accentual (aks-), a. Of accent; ~ prosody 
or verse, of which the principle is accent or 
stress, not quantity. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[f. L accentus accent 1+-al] 

accentuate (aks-), v.t. = accent2, but 
more used than it in the fig. sense, [f. F 
accentuer or its source med. L accentuare 
(accent1, -ate3)] 

accentuation (aks-), n. Accenting (all 
senses from accent), [f. as prec., -ion; 

cf. med. L accentuatio] 
accept' (aks-), v.t. Consent to receive 
(gift), answer affirmatively (offer, invita¬ 
tion, suitor); regard with favour (esp. 
unfair favour, as ~ the person of, ~ per¬ 
sons)-, receive as adequate (~ service of 
writ), allow the truth of, believe; under¬ 
take (office); take responsibility for, agree 
to meet, (bill of exchange). Of may be 
added (exc. w. service of writ, bill) with a 
slight suggestion of formality or con¬ 
descension. Hence ~er* n. [ME, f. OF 
accepter or L acceptare frequent, of 
AC(cipere = capere take)] 

acceptable (aks-), a. Worth accepting, 
pleasing, welcome. Hence or cogn. 
~abLY2 adv., ~aBiL'iTY, ~ableNESs, nn. 
[ME, f. OF, or LL acceptabilis (accept, 
-ABLE)] 

acceptance (aks-), n. Consent to receive 
(gif t, payment, pleasure, duty); favourable 
reception (act. & pass.), approval, belief; 
~ of persons, partiality; engagement to 
meet a bill; a bill so accepted. [F, see 
accept & -ANCE] 

acceptation (aks-), n. A particular sense 
given to a word or phrase; its generally 
recognized meaning. [ME, f. OF, f. LL 
acceptatio (accept, -ation)] 

accept'ed (aks-), a. Generally recognized 
or believed in (Free & Masons, see 
free 1-mason.). Hence ~ly2 adv. [-ed1] 

accept'or (aks-), n. One who accepts a 
bill (preferred to accepter in this sense), 
[f. accept; see -or] 

ac'cess (-ks-; also aks6s'), n. Approach; 
addition; right or means of approaching 
(to); being approached (easy of ~); ad¬ 
vance (~ & recess); passage, channel, 
doorway; adhesion, growth, (usu. now 
accession); attack or outburst (of illness, 
anger, emotion). [ME, f. OF aces, acces 
or L accessus f. ac (cedere cess- come)] 

accessary (akses'-, ak'bls-), n. & pred. a. 
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(see also accessory). Helper in any act, 
one privy to it (as pred. a., be were 
made ~); accompaniment, adjunct, [f. 
med. L accessarius (accede, -ary1); freq. 
confused w. accessory] 

accessible (aks-), a. Able to be reached 
or entered (abs., or to); open to influence, 
to the influence of, (to). Hence ~bil'ity 

n., '—bLY2 adv. [F, or LL accessibilis 
(accede, -ble)] 

accession (aksg'shn), n. Coming into 
presence or contact; coming into an 
office (esp. the throne) or condition (as 
manhood); being added; assent; thing 
added, addition; (in law) improvement 
or natural growth of property. [F, f. 
L accessionem (accede, -ion)] 

accessory (aksgs'-, ak'sls-), a. & n. (see 
also accessary). 1. Additional, subordi- 
nately contributive (of things), adventi¬ 
tious. 2. n. Thing of that character, esp. 
in pi. the ~ies. [f. med. L accessorius 
(ACCEDE, -ORY)] 

acciaccatura (achahkatoor'a), n. (mus.). 
Grace-note performed quickly before an 
essential note of a melody. [It. ] 

ac'cidence (<5,ks-), n. The part of gram¬ 
mar, or a book, dealing with the variable 
forms of words; the elements of any 
subject, [f. L accidentia (tr. Gk pare- 
pomena) neut. pi. of accidens (accident, 
-ENCE) ] 

ac'cident (&ks-), n. Event without 
apparent cause, unexpected (so chapter of 

unforeseen course of events); unin¬ 
tentional act, chance, fortune, (by ~); 
mishap; irregularity in structure; a 
property not essential to our conception 
of a substance (so of material qualities of 
bread & wine after transubstantiation); 
a mere accessory. [ME, f. OF f. L acci¬ 
dent- part. st. of AC(cidere = cadere fall)] 

accidental (&ks-), a. & n. 1. Happening by 
chance, undesignedly, or unexpectedly; 
occasional; not essential to a conception 
(so also <m~ asn.); subsidiary. 2. (mus.). 
~ sharps, flats, naturals, & ~ as noun, 
signs attached to single notes, not in 
signature. 3. (optics). ~ colours, those 
presented by subjective sensation, not 
external. 4. (In painting) ~ lights, & 
as n., effects of other than ordinary day¬ 
light. [ME, f. OF (now -el), f. LL acci- 
dentalis (prec., -al)] 

accidentally (aks-), adv. By chance, 
unintentionally. [-LY2] 

ac'cidie (aks-), aced'ia, nn. Sloth, tor¬ 
por; despair. [ME, f. AN accidie f. med. 
L accidia alt. f. LL acedia f. Gk akedia 
(a- (7), kedos care)] 

accip'itral (aks-), a. Hawklike; rapa¬ 
cious; keensighted. [f. L accipitr- nom. 
-ter hawk + -AL] 

acclaim'1, v.t. Applaud loudly or en¬ 
thusiastically; (w. obj. & compl.) hail as 
(king, winner, saviour; ~ed him king). 
[ME, f. L ac(clamare shout), spelling 
assimilated to claim ] 

accomplice 

acclaim'2, n. Shout of applause, [f. prec.] 
acclamation, n. Loud & eager assent to 
a proposal (voted, carried, by ~); shout¬ 
ing in a person’s honour (usu. pi.), [f. L 
acclamatio (prec., -ation)] 

acclimation, n. = acclimatization (see 
foil.), or distinguished from it as a natural 
process, not imposed on animals by man. 
[irreg. f. acclimate (foil.)] 

II acclim'atize, -ise (-Iz; also, esp. U.S., 
acc'limate), v.t. &i. Habituate (animals, 
plants, oneself) to new climate; (rarely) 
become so habituated. Hence || acclima- 
tizA'TiON (also, esp. U.S., acclimata'- 
tion) n. [f. F acclimaler (earlier adopted 
as acclimate) + -ize] 

accliv'ity, n. Upward slope of a hill (cf. 
declivity), [f. L acclivitas f. ac(clivis f. 
clivus slope) ] 

accolade' (or -ahd), n. 1. Sign at bestowal 
of knighthood, whether embrace, kiss, 
or stroke on shoulder with flat of sword. 
2. (mus.). Vertical line or brace coupling 
staves. [F, f. Prov. accollada n. from p.p. 
st. of ltom. *accollare (ac-+L collum 
neck)] 

accomm'odate, v.t. Adapt (thing or 
person to another); prove such adapta¬ 
tion in, harmonize, (occas. w. implication 
of sophistry); reconcile, settle differences 
between; compose (quarrel); equip, 
supply, (person with)-, oblige, confer 
favour on; find lodging for. [f. p.p. of L 
AC(comm.odare -at- f. commodus fitting), 
-ATE2’ 3] 

accomm'odating, a. Obliging, easy to 
deal with, pliable, lax. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[-ING2] 

accommoda'tion, n. Adjustment (e.g. 
of eyes for various distances); adaptation 
of anything to a purpose or meaning 
different from the original; self-adapta¬ 
tion; settlement, compromise; service¬ 
able thing, convenience (so in comp, as 

«■—road; ~-ladder, up ship’s side); lodg¬ 
ings, entertainment; money loan (so in 
~-bill4); ~ unit, a home. [F, or f. L 
accommodatio (accommodate, -ion)] 

accom'paniment (-um-), n. 1. Appen¬ 
dage, thiDg that attends another. 2. 
(mus.). Subsidiary part, usu. instrumental, 
supporting solo instrument or voice, 
choir, etc. ’ [f. foil. + -ment, after F 
accompagncment ] 

accom'panly (-tim-), v.t. 1. Supplement 
(a thing with, as word w. blow); go with, 
escort, attend; coexist with (of things), 
characterize. 2. (mus.). Support (singer, 
player, chorus) by performing subsidiary 
part, whence ~(y)iST (-flm-) n. After 
pass., by has almost ousted older with, 
now only used when = combined. 
[ME, f. OF acompagner (d to + compaing 
COMPANION)] 

accom'plice (or -um-), n. Partner, usu. 
subordinate, in crime, [late ME, f. 
earlier & F complice (prob. by assoc, w. 
foil.), f. LL complic-em; see complicity] 
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accom'plish (or -um-), v.t. 1. Fulfil, per¬ 
form, complete, finish. 2. Perfect (a 
person) in graceful acquirements, whence 
~ed] (-sht) a. [ME, f. OF acomplir f. L 
complete complete; see AC-, -ish2] 

accom'plishment (or -um-), n. Fulfil¬ 
ment, completion; thing done or attained, 
achievement; faculty that perfects a 
person for society, (derog.) merely 
superficial acquirement, [late ME, f. F 
accomplissement; see prec., -ment ] 

accompt, -ant, arch, for account, -ant. 

accord , v.t. & i. Be in harmony or con¬ 
sistent (abs., or with; chiefly of things); 
grant (indulgence, request, welcome, 
etc.). [ME, f. OF acorder f. Rom. *ac- 

(cordare f. cor cordis heart)] 
accdrd'2, n. Consent (with one ~), mutual 
agreement; treaty of peace; harmonious 
correspondence in colour, pitch, tone; 
volition (of one’s own ~). [ME, f. OF 
acord (prec.)] 

accdrd'ance, n. Conformity, agreement, 
esp. in phr. in ~ with. [ME, f. OF 
acordance (as prec., -ance)] 

accdrd'ant, a. In tune, agreeing, (abs., or 
with). Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
acordant (as prec., -ant)] 

accdLd'ing, adv. (only now in the compd 
conj. ~ as, & the compd prep. ~ to). 
~ as: in proportion as (of a process vary¬ 
ing w. another); in a manner depending 
on which of certain alternatives is true. 
~ to: in a manner consistent wi th or degree 
proportioned to ; as stated by. [-ing2] 

accord'ingly, adv. As the (stated) circum¬ 
stances suggest; therefore; ~ as = accord¬ 
ing as. [-LY2] 

accord'ion, n. Portable musical instru¬ 
ment having bellows, metal reeds, & key¬ 
board &/or buttons. Hence ~ist (3) n. 
[f. G akkordion] 

accost' v.t. Make up to & address, open 
conversation with; (of prostitute) solicit. 
[f. F accoster f. It. accostare f. Rom. 
*ac(costare f. costa rib; see coast)] 

accost'2, n. Greeting, opening remark, [f. 
prec. ] 

accouchement (see Ap.), n. Lying-in, 
delivery in childbed. [F] 

accoucheur (see Ap.), n. (fem. -euse). 
Man-midwife, midwife. [F] 

account'1, v.t. & i. Consider, regard as, 
(followed by obj. & compl. or inf.; ~ 
him a hero, wise, to be guilty). Be ~ed of, 
be esteemed (alw. w. little, much, etc.). ~ 
for, give reckoning of (money held in 
trust); answer for (conduct, performance 
of duty); explain the cause of; serve as 
explanation of (that ~s for it); (sport) be 
responsible for the death of, kill. [ME, 
f. OF aconter f. a- AC- +conter count2] 

account'2, n. 1. Counting, calculation, in 
phrr. cast (reckon up), money of ~ 
(names not of coins, but of sums, as 
guinea). 2. Reckoning of debit & credit, 
in money or service; statement of money 
received & expended, with balance; 

accredited 

so open or close an ~ with, render or send 
in, pay or settle, an ~ ; ~ current (whence 
a/c = account), one kept going w. occa¬ 
sional entries (now usu. current ~); ~ 
rendered, used when a bill previously sent 
in, but left unpaid, is 6ent again; joint ~s, 
in which two persons not otherwise part¬ 
ners count as one; keep ~s, enter all 
expenditure for comparison w. income; 
balance or square ~s with person, receive 
or pay the balance due; cash, proftt-&- 
-loss, etc., ~, headings of subdivision in 
ledger; II sale for the ~, on the Stock 
Exch., not for cash, but payable at next 
periodic settlement; A in ~ with B, 
having credit relations with; for ~ of, to 
be sold for (person); on ~, as interim 
payment; on one’s ~, for his service; on 
one’s own ~, for & at one’s own purposes 
& risk, whence generally on ~ of, because 
of. Sc on no ~, by no means, certainly not. 
A favourable result of the reckoning, 
profit; find one’s ~ in, profit by, turn to 
~, make useful. Statement of adminis¬ 
tration as required by creditor; ask, 
demand, yield, render, an ~, call or bring 
to ~, extended from money to conduct 
generally, so the great ~, Day of Judge¬ 
ment, gone to his ~, dead; give ~ of, find 
cause of, explain, (in sport) give a good ~ 
of oneself, be successful. 3. Estimation; 
person or thing of, or held in, some or no~ ; 
make little ~ of; take into, leave end of, ~ ; 
lodes ~ of; lay one’s ~ with, include in one’s 
calculations, expect. 4. Narration, report, 
description, of event, person, etc. [ME, f. 
OF acont; see prcc. & COUNT1] 

accoun't|able, a. Bound to give account, 
responsible, (for things, to persons, or 
abs.); explicable (occas. followed by for). 
Hence ~amL'iTY, ~abIeNESS, nn. [f. 
ACCOUNT1-)--ABLE] 

accoun'tant, n. 1. (Law) one liable to 
render account; defendant in an action 
of account. 2. Professional keeper & 
inspector of accounts; ~-general, chief ~ 
in public offices. Hence accoun'tANCY 
n., profession of an ~, ~ship n., office of 
an ~. [f. part, of OF aconter account1; 
see -ant] 

accou'tre (-obter), v.t. (-Iring, -tred). 
Attire, equip, esp. w. special costume 
(chiefly used in p.p.). [f. F accoutrer (OF 
-const-) of uncert. orig. ] 

accou'trement (-dot-), n. (usu. in pi.). 
Equipment, trappings; (Mil.) soldier’s 
outfit other than arms & garments. [F 
(prec., -ment)] 

accred'it, v.t. Gain belief or influence for 
(adviser, advice); send out (ambassador 
etc.) with credentials to person, to or at & 
court or government; ~ thing (saying, 
policy) to person, or ~ him with it, put it 
down to him. [f. F AC(criditer f. credit 
credit) ] 

accred'ited, a. Officially recognized (per¬ 
sons) ; generally accepted, orthodox, (be¬ 
liefs). [p.p. of prec.] 
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accrete'1, v.t. & i. Grow together or into 
one; form round or on to, as round a 
nucleus; attract (such additions), [f. L 
accret- p.p. st. of ac(crescere grow)] 

accrete'2, a. (bot.). Grown into one with 
something else. [f.L accretus p.p. see preo.] 

accre'tion, n. Growth by organic enlarge¬ 
ment ; the growing of separate things (as 
particles) into one; the whole resulting 
from this; adhesion of extraneous matter 
to anything; the matter so added; (Law) 
= accession, also increase of legacy etc. 
by share of failing co-legatee, [f. L ac- 
cretio (accrete1, -ion)] 

accru|e' (-do), v.i. Fall (to one, from a 
thing) as a natural growth, advantage, 
result; esp. of interest on invested money. 
Hence ~ed1 (-dod') a. [late ME, f. OF 
accrcu(e), p.p. of acreistre (mod. accroiire) 
f. L accrescere accrete 1 ] 

accum'ulate, v.t. & i. Heap up, gain by 
degrees, (usu. fig., a fortune, ill will, etc., 
or abs.), amass, make money; || take (Uni¬ 
versity degrees) by accumulation (obj. 
expressed, or abs.), i.e. more than one 
step at a time; grow numerous, form an 
increasing mass or heap (lit. & fig., as 
dirt, disasters, had ~d). [f. p.p. of L 
AC(cumulare f. cumulus heap), -ate2’ 3] 

accumula'tion, n. Collection (act. or 
pass.), amassing; money-making; growth 
of capital by continued interest; com¬ 
bination of distinct acts into one (degrees, 
see prec., or church services etc.); a mass 
(as snow, papers, property). [F, or f. 
med. L accumulatio (prec., -ion)] 

accum'ulative, a. Arising from accumu¬ 
lation (~ proof, evidence, now being 
ousted by cumulative); so arranged as to 
accumulate (sinking fund); acquisitive, 
given to hoarding. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) 
adv. [as prec. + -iye ] 

accum'ulator, n. One who collects; 
money-maker; II taker of degrees by ac¬ 
cumulation; II storage cell, battery. [L 
(as prec., -or)] 

acc'ur|ate, a. Careful, precise, in exact 
conformity with a standard or with 
truth. Hence ~acy n., —ateLY2 (-tl-) adv. 
[f. L ac (curare f. cura care), -ate2] 

accuhs'ed, accutst', a. Lying under 
a curse, ill-fated; involving misery, exe¬ 
crable, detestable. [ME f. curse, with 
a- (— A-1) as intensive, on anal, of awake, 
arise ] 

accus'al (-z), n. Sometimes used for foil. 
[f. ACCUSE -f-At (2)] 

accusa'tion (-z-), n. Accusing; being 
accused; a charge of offence or crime; 
indictment. [ME, f. OF, f. L accusa- 
tionem (accuse, -ion) ] 

accus'ative (-z-), a. & r. ~ case (or ~ as 
n.), the grammatical case used in Gk & L 
for the goal of motion or obj. of action; in 
uninflectod languages, applied to the wd 
that stands as obj., though with no mark 
of case. Hence accusativ'At (-z-) adj., 
~ly2 (-z-; -vl-) adv. [ME, f. OF (-if, -ire) 

acerbity 
or L (casus) accusativus, transl. Gk 
(ptosis) aitiatike] 

accusatorial (-z-), a. ~ procedure etc., 
in which prosecutor & judge are not the 
same, opposed to inquisitorial, [as foil, 
-f- -At ] 

accus'atory (-z-), a. ~ language, manner, 
etc., conveying or implying accusation, 
[f. L accusatorius (foil., -ory)] 

accusle' (-z), v.t. 1. Charge with a fault, 
indict, (person), whence p.p. as norm, the 
~ed; blame, lay the fault on, (person or 
thing, as the times); ~e as offender, of of¬ 
fence. 2. Point to (subj. evidence etc., obj. 
a person). Hence ~'er‘ (-z-) n.,~'ingLYs 
(-z-) adv. [ME acuse f. OF acuser f. L 
AC(cusare f. causa cause)] 

accus'tom, v.t. Habituate (oneself, per¬ 
son, or thing, to do or to; commoner in 
pass.), [late ME, f. OF acostumer f. a- 
ac- +c,ostume custom] 

accus'tomed (-md), a. In vbl senses; 
also, usual, [p.p. of prec. in obs. sense 
make usual] 

ace, n. 1. The one on dice (ambs-~, throw 
of two ones; deuce ~, throw of two & 
one, formerly two ones); the one on cards 
or dominoes; card etc. so marked. 2. One 
point at rackets, lawn tennis, etc.; 
(Tennis) service that beats opponent. 3. 
The smallest possible amount, hair’s 
breadth, as within an ~ of. 4. (Orig. 
French) airman who has brought down 
10 or more hostile aircraft; one who excels 
at something, champion; also attrib. 
[ME as f. OF f. L as unity] 

-acea (-a'sha), L suf. freely used to form 
names (neut. pi. agreeing w. animalia) for 
families of animals; the names are L & 
pi., the sing, being supplied by E adjj. in 
-acean used as noun; so the Crustacea, a 
crustacean. [f. L -aceus (-ac- + -e-us) 
compd adj. formative] 

-aceae (-a'sie), L suf. freely used to form 
names (fern. pi. agreeing w. plantae) for 
families of plants, [f. -aceus see prec.] 

-acean (-a'shan), a. & n. suf. As adj., 
= -aceous; as n., see -acea. [f. L -aceus 
see -ACEA +-AN] 

aced'ia, n. See accidie. 

Acel'dama (ak-), n. Field of bloodshed, 
scene of slaughter. [Acts i. 19] 

-aceous (-a'shws), suf. freely used to form 
adjj. to the Nat.-Hist. nouns in -acea, 

-aceae, as crustacecms, rosaceous, [f. L 
-aceus see -acea + -ous] 

acephal-, beginning of several bot., zooh, 
& eccl. terms. Headless, [f. LL f. Gk 
akephalos f. a- (7) + kephale head ] 

aceph'alous (as6f-), a. Headless; recog¬ 
nizing no chief; (Zool.) having no part of 
body specially organized as head; (Bot.) 
with head aborted or cut off; (in prosody), 
(verse) wanting the regular first syllable, 
[as pree. +-ous] 

a'cerbate, v.t. Sometimes used for ex¬ 

acerbate. 

acfrb'ity, n. Astringent sourness, harsh 



acervate 
taste; bitterness of speech, manner, or 
temper. [f. F aeerbitA or L acerbitas 
(acerbus sour-tasting, -ty)] 

ac€rv'ate, a. Growing in compact clusters 
(of spines etc.), [f. L acervare (acervus a 
heap), -ate2] 

aces'cent, a. Turning sour, rather sour, 
lit. & fig. [F, or f. L acescent- f. acere be 
sour, -ENT] 

acet-, — aceto-, before a vowel, as ~- 
amide. 

acetab'ulum, n. (pi. -la). 1. (Rom. Ant.) 
cup to hold vinegar. 2. (Zool.) cup-shaped 
sucker of cuttle-fish etc.; socket of thigh- 
-bone, or of joints in insects. [ME, f. L, 
f. acetwm vinegar + -abulum dim. of 
-dbrum receptacle] 

a'cetate, n. Salt or ester of acetic acid. 
[f. ACET(IC) 4- -ATE 1 (3) ] 

acet'ic, a. Pertaining to vinegar; ~ acid, 
the acid contained in vinegar, [f. L 
acetum vinegar + -ic ] 

acet'ilfy, v.t. & i. Convert into vinegar; 
become sour. Hence ~fica'tion, ~Her1 

(2), nn. [as prec. 4--FY] 
aceto-, chem. in comb., = acetic, acetyi, 

before a consonant (cf. acet-), as ~- 
chloride. 

a'cetone, n. Colourless limpid liquid 
valuable as a solvent of organic com¬ 
pounds. [as prec. 4- -one ] 

a'cetous, a. Having the qualities of vine¬ 
gar; sour, [as prec. +-OUS] 

a'cetyl, n. (chem.). The radical of acetic 
acid. [f. ACET(IC)+-YL] 

acet'ylene, n. A colourless gas, burning 
with a bright flame, [as prec., see -yl & 
-ENE] 

Achaean (ake'an), a. & n. (Inhabitant) of 
Achaea (district of the Northern Pelo¬ 
ponnesus; also, in Homeric use, Greece 
generally), [f. L f. Gk Akhaios] 

aahamernent (see Ap.), n. Ferocity; 
gusto. [F] 

Achates (akat'ez), n. Faithful friend of 
Aeneas (Virg. Aen.); any faithful friend. 

ache1 (ak), v.i. Suffer continuous or pro¬ 
longed pain. [OE acan, ME aken; mod. 
sp. assim. to foil.] 

ache2 (ak), n. Continuous pain. [OE aece, 
ME eche, ache; mod. pronunc. assim. to 
prec. ] 

ache3 (ach), n. Name of letter H. 
Acheulian (ashul'lan), a. Of the palaeo¬ 
lithic epoch represented by remains found 
at St Acheul in France, [-an] 

achievle', v.t. Accomplish, carry out; ac¬ 
quire; reach (an end). Hence ~'able a. 
[ME ache.ce f. OF achever f. plir. a chief to 
a head; see a- (4), chief] 

achieve'ment (-vm-), n. Completion, 
accomplishment; thing accomplished; 
escutcheon or ensign armorial in memory 
of a distinguished feat; = hatchment, [f. 
prec. + -ment, or f. F achevement ] 

Achilles and Patroc'lus (akil'ez), phr. 
Pair of devoted friends (in Homer's 
Iliad); tendon of Achilles. 
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achil'ous (ak-), a. (bot.). Without lips. 
[f. Gk a- A- (7) Akheilos lip + -OHS] 

achlamyd'eous (aklam-), a. (hot.). With¬ 
out calyx or corolla, [f. Gk a- A- (7)4- 
khlamus -udos cloak 4- -eous] 

achromat'lic (ak-), a. (opt.). Free from 
colour; transmitting light without de¬ 
composing it. Hence ~ically adv., 
~1'city (ak-), ~ism (2) (akrom1), nn., 
~ize (3) (akrom-) v.t. [f. Gk akhromatos 
4--ic; see a- (7), chromatic] 

a'cidl, a. Sour (~ drovs, kind of sweeties); 
(Chem.) with the essential properties of 
an acid2. So acld'iTY n. [f. F acide or L 
acidus (acere be sour) ] 

a'cid2, n. A sour substance; (Chem.) one 
of a class of substances that neutralize 
& are neutralized by alkalis, & are com¬ 
pounded of hydrogen & another element 
or elements, & of which the principal 
types are sour & turn vegetable blues to 
reds; ~ test (in which ~ Is applied to test 
composition etc.; often fig. in morals 
etc.). Hence acid'ic a. (chem.). [f. prec. ] 

acid'i|fy, v.t. & i. Make, become, sour; 
(Chem.) convert into an acid, render acid. 
Hence ~flABLE a., ~fica'tion, ~fiER1 (2), 
nn. [as acid, see -fy] 

acidim'eter, n. Instrument for measur¬ 
ing strength of acids, [as prec., see -meter ] 

acidos'is, n. (path.). Acid condition of 
blood (esp. in diabetes), [hybrid forma¬ 
tion f. ACID 4--OSIS] 

acid'ulated, a. Made somewhat acid, 
[f. as foil. 4- -ATE 3 ] 

acid'ulous, a. Somewhat acid. [f. L acidu- 
lus (dim. of acidus sour)4--ous] 

a'cinus, n. (pi. acini). One of the small 
berries that make up a compound fruit 
such as the blackberry; the compound 
fruit itself; seed of a grape or berry; 
(Anat.) racemose gland. Hence acin'i- 
form a. [L, = berry, seed] 

-acious (-a'shus), suf. forming adjj. mean¬ 
ing ‘inclined to’, ‘abounding in’, [f. L -ax 
-acis, added to vb stems to form adjj., 4- 
-ous] 

-acity, suf. forming nouns of quality 
corresponding to adjj. in -acious directly 
f. L -acilat- or thr. F -acitA. 

ack-ack', a. (colloq.). Anti-aircraft (gun 
etc.), [formerly signallers’ name for 
letters A.A.] 

ack emm'a, adv. & n. (colloq.). Ante 
meridiem; air-mechanic, [formerly sig¬ 
nallers’ name for letters A.M. ] 

acknowledge (aknbl'Ij), v.t. Admit the 
truth of; own (person etc. to be some¬ 
thing); own to knowing, take notice of; 
recognize the authority or claims of; 
recognize in legal form; express ap¬ 
preciation of; announce receipt of; re¬ 
ward (a service). [A-(2) 4-knowledge ; or 
from the obs. noun acknowledge] 

acknowledgement, -gment, (-n&lljm-), 
n. Act of acknowledging; thing given or 
done in return for a service, message, etc. 
[prec. 4--ment] 
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aclin Ic, a. ~ line, magnetic equator, on 
which magnetic needle has no dip. [f. 

_Gk aklincs (a- not + klino bend) +-IC] 
ac'me, n. Highest point, point of per¬ 
fection. [Gk, = point] 
ac'ne, n. Pimple; disease marked by 
pimples, [erron. for Gk akme (prec.)] 

acock', adv. (Of the hat) in cocked 
fashion, [a prep. +cock2 v. ] 
ac'olyte, n. Inferior officer in the church; 
attendant, assistant; novice. [ME, f. 
med.L acolit(h)us corrupt, of LL acolu- 
thus f. Gk akolouthos follower] 

ac'onite, n. Monk’s-hood or wolf’s-bane, 
a poisonous plant; extract from this. 
Hence aconit'io a., acon'itiNE5 n. [f. F 
aconit or L aconitum f. Gk akoniton] 

ac'orn, n. Fruit of the oak; ~-shell, 
multi-valve cirriped, allied to barnacles. 
[OE secern, Gmc, of disputed orig. The 
mod. form by erron. assoc, w. corn1] 

acotyled'on, n. Plant with no distinct 
seed-lobes. Hence ~ous a. [f. mod. L 
acotyledones; see A- (7), cotyledon] 

acou'chy (-doshi), n. Small rodent allied 
to guinea-pig. [f. F acouchi, perh. f. na¬ 
tive name in Guiana] 

acous'tlic (-00-, -ow-), a. Relating to the 
sense of hearing; (of a mine) that can be 
exploded by sound waves transmitted 
under water. Hence ~Ical a., ~icalr.Y2 

adv., '—i'cian (-shn) n., ~ics n. pi., science 
of sound, ~ical properties (of room), [f. 
Gk akoustikos (akouo hear)] 

acquaint', v.t. Make (person, oneself) 
aware (of or with facts, that, how, etc.); 
make oneself familiar ( with circumstances 
etc.); (pass.) have personal knowledge 
(with person or thing). [ME acointe etc., f. 
OF acointer f. med. L accognitare f. cognit- 
p.p. st. of co(gnoscere come to know)] 

acquain'tance, n. Knowledge of (with) 
person etc. more than mere recognition 
& less than intimacy; person(s) with 
whom one is acquainted (pi. now usu. 

~s in this sense). Hence ~ship (-s-sh-) n. 

[ME, f. OF acointance (prec., -ance)] 

acquest', n. Thing acquired; (Law) pro¬ 
perty gained otherwise than by inheri¬ 
tance. [f. OF acquest f. LL acquistum 
(whence Eng. var. acquist), f. L acquisi¬ 
tion (see acquire)] 

acquiesc|e', v.i. Agree tacitly; ~e in, 
accept (arrangements, conclusions). So 
~'ence n.,~'ENT a. [f. L A.c(quiescererest)] 

acquire', v.t. Gain by oneself & for 
oneself; (of qualities etc.) win (person a 
good name etc.); come into possession of; 
an taste (not natural). Hence ~ment 
(■im-) n., ~d mental faculty, [f. ME 
acquere f. OF acquerre f. Rom. *acquae- 
rere for L AC(quirere quisit- = quaerere 
seek); mod. sp. after L & require] 

acquisition (-zl-), n. Act of acquiring; 
thing acquired, welcome addition. So 
acquis'itivE (-zl-) a., acquis'itiveNESS 
(-zl-; -vn-) n. [f. L acquisitio (as prec., 
see -ion)] 

acquit', v.t. (-tt-). Pay (a debt); declare 
(person) not guilty (of offence); discharge 
oneself of (duty, responsibility); ~ one- 
self (perform one’s part) well, ill, etc. 
[ME, f. OF aquiter f. Rom. ‘ acquit are 
(AC-, QUIT2)] 

acquitt'al, n. Discharge from debt; de¬ 
liverance from a charge by verdict etc.; 
performance (of duty), [prec.+-al (2)] 

acquitt'ance, n. Payment of debt; re¬ 
lease from debt; receipt in full. [ME, f. 
OF aquilance (acquit, -ance)] 

a'cre (-ker), n. Measure of land, 4,840 sq. 
yds; piece of tilled or enclosed land, field 
(only in special uses, as broad ~s, God’s 
A~, Long A~). Hence (-)a'crED2 (-erd) a. 
[OE secer = OHG ackar, ON akr, Goth. 
akrs, f. Gmc *akraz; cf. L ager, Gk agros ] 

a'creage (-ker-), n. Amount of acres; 
acres collectively or in the abstract. 
[acre + -age ] 

ac'rid, a. Bitterly pungent, irritating, 
corrosive; of bitter temper or manner. 
Hence acrid'iTY n. [irreg. f. L acer -cris 
-f-id, perh. after acid] 

ac'rimony, n. Bitterness of temper or 
manner. So acrimSn'ious a., acrimon'- 
iousLY2 adv. [f. F acrimonie or L acri- 
monia (prec., -mony)] 

Ac'rita (ak-), n. pi. (zool.). Animals with 
no distinct nervous system, [mod. L f. 
Gk akritos undistinguishable ] 

aero- in comb. Highest, topmost, ter¬ 
minal ; tipped with; at the point or 
extremity of. [f. Gk akros topmost, outer¬ 
most] 

ac'robat, n. Rope-dancer, tumbler; poli¬ 
tician, reasoner, etc., who changes 
position nimbly. Hence acrobat'io a., 
acrobat'iCALLY adv., ~ism n. [f. F aero- 
bate f. Gk akrobates (acro-, Gk baino 
walk)] 

ac'rogen, n. (bot.). Cryptogamous plant 
having perennial stem with growing point 
at extremity, as ferns & mosses. Hence 
acro'genous a. [acro- + -gen ] 

ac'rolith, n. Statue with head & extremi¬ 
ties of stone. [L f. Gk (acro-, -lith)] 

acron'yc(h)al (-Ik-), a. Happening at 
nightfall (esp. of rising or setting of stars). 
Hence~LY2 adv. [f. Gk akronukhos (acro- 

+nux nuktos night)+ -AL] 
ac'ronym, n. Word formed from initial 
letters of other words (e.g. Anzac, Nato, 
radar), [acro- + Gk -onum- = onom<zname ] 

acrop'etal, a. Developing from below up¬ 
wards. Hence ~ly2 adv. [acro - + L 
petere seek -f-al] 

acrophSb'ia, n. Morbid dread of heights. 
[ACRO-, -PHOBIA] 

acrop'olis, n. Citadel or elevated part of 
a Greek city, esp. of Athens. [Gk akro- 
polis (acro- +polis city)] 

across' (-aws, -0-), adv. & prep. In the 
form of a cross, as with arms~; forming a 

cross with, making angles with, (object 
expressed or understood), as a line drawn 
~ (the road); into contact with, as came ~ 
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a tiger, an instance; from side to side (of), 
as run ~ (the road); on the other side (of), 
as by this time he is ~ (the Channel). Put 
it ~ a person (si.), get even with, impose 
on, deceive, [orig. adv. f. F a croix, en 
croix, later apprehended as f. A prep. + 
CROSS 1] 

acros'tic, n. Poem or other composition 
in which the initial (single ~), the initial 
& final (double~), or the initial, middle, & 
final (triple ~) letters of the lines make 
words; word-puzzle so made; Hebrew 
poem of which the lines begin with the 
successive letters of the alphabet. Hence 
acros'tic a., acros'tiCALLY adv. [f. 
Gk akrostilchis (acro-, Gk stikhos row, 
line of verse) ] 

act1, n. Thing done, deed, this as outward 
sign of a condition etc. (~ of faith, contri¬ 
tion)-, process of doing, operation, as in 
the very ~ of. Act of God (operation of 
uncontrollable natural forces); Acts (of 
the Apostles), N.T. book; decree passed 
by a legislative body etc.; ~ & deed, 
binding legal instrument (esp. I deliver 
this as my ~ & deed said at time of sign¬ 
ing); main division of a play; one of a 
series of short performances in circus or 
variety programme (put on an ~, si., 
show off, talk for display); II (formerly, in 
Universities) thesis maintained by candi¬ 
date for degree etc. [ME, f. OF acte & L 
actus, -um; see foil. ] 

act2, v.t. & i. Carry out (an incident or 
story) in mimicry, represent, perform a 
play or part; personate (character in a 
play or in life), as ~ Othello, ~ the fool; 
perform actions, behave, as ~ (behave) 
generously, ~ (serve) as interpreter, ~ 
upon (execute) a suggestion, ~ up to (put 
into practice) a principle; perform special 
functions, as the policeman declined to ~, 
the brake refused to ~, alcohol ~s on the 
brain, [partly f. L act- p.p. st. of agere do, 
partly f. prec. ] 

ac'ting, a. & n. In vbl senses, esp.: doing 
duty temporarily, as A~ Captain; doing 
alone duties nominally shared with 
others, as A~ Manager, Trustee-, ~ copy 
(for players’ use, with stage-directions & 
cuts), [act2 -ing2* 1 ] 

Actin'ia (ak-), n. (pi. -ae, -as). Genus of 
zoophytes belonging to the family Acti- 
niadae; (pop.) sea anemone, [mod. L f. 
Gk aktis -inos ray] 

ac'tinism, n. That property of the sun’s 
rays by which chemical changes are pro¬ 
duced, as in photography. So actin'ic a. 
[as prec. +-ISM] 

actin'ium, n. Radio-active element 
found in pitchblende, [as prec. +-IUM] 

actino-, comb, form of Gk aktis -inos ray, 
as actinoM'ETER n., instrument for 
measuring intensity of sun’s heating 
rays; actmoTHE'RAPY n., treatment of 
disease by light rays. 

ac'tion, n., & v.t. 1. Process of acting, 
exertion of energy or influence, as men of 

14 actuate 

~, pul in ~, ~ of an acid; thing done, act; 
(in drama) series of events represented; 
mode of acting, management of body, 
etc., as ~ of a player, horse-, mechanism 
of piano or other instrument; legal pro¬ 
cess ; engagement between troops etc.; 
~ committee, one chosen to take active 
steps; ~ stations, positions taken up by 
troops etc. before going into ~. 2. v.t. 
Bring a legal ~ against. [ME, f. OF, f. L 
actionem (as ACT2, see -ion)] 

ac'tionabjle (-shon-), a. Affording ground 
for an action at law. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[ACTION + -ABLE ] 

ac'tivate, v.t. Make active (~d carbon, 
carbon, esp. charcoal, treated to increase 
its adsorptive power; -~rZ sludge, aerated 
sewage containing aerobic bacteria); 
(Phys.) make radio-active, [-ate3] 

ac'tive, a. 1. Given to outward action; 
working, effective; energetic, diligent; 
acting of one’s own accord, acting upon 
others. 2. (gram.). The ~ voice comprises 
all forms of intransitive verbs, & those 
forms of transitive verbs that attribute 
the verbal action to the person or thing 
whence it prooeeds (the logical subject), 
as We punished him-, not, like the forms 
of the passive voice, to the person or 
thing to whom it is directed (the logical 
object), as He u-as punished by us. Less 
correctly, verbs are themselves called ~. 
Hence ~ly2 (-vl-)adv. [ME, f. OF actif & 
L activus (act2, -ive)] 

activ'ity, n. Exertion of energy; quality 
of being active, diligence, nimbleness; 
(pi.) active forces, spheres of action, [f. 
F activity & med. L aetivitas (in LL also = 
active form of verb); see prec., -ty] 

ac'ton, n. Jacket of quilted cotton worn 
under mail; mail-plated jacket of leather 
etc. [ME, f. OF avupueton (mod. hoqueton) 
padding, padded jacket, f. Sp. alcoton 
(mod. algodon) cotton f. Arab, al-qutun 
the cotton] 

ac'tor, n. Dramatic performer, whence 
ac'trESS1 n.; (rarely) doer. [L, = doer, 
actor (as act2, see -or)] 

ac'tual, a. Existing in fact, real; present, 
current. [ME,f. OF actuel f. LL actualis 
(actus vbl n. f. agere act2; see -al)] 

actual'ity, n. Reality; realism; (pi.) ex¬ 
isting conditions, [f. as prec. + -ity ; in 
early use f. med. L acUialitas] 

ac'tualiz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Realize in 
action; describe realistically. Hence 
~a'tion n. [ACTUAL+ -IZE] 

ac'tually, adv. In actual fact, really; for 
the time being; even (strange as it may 
seem), [-ly2] 

ac'tuary, n. Expert in theory & practice 
of statistics, esp. of mortality, sickness, 
retirement, & unemployment; (formerly) 
registrar, notary. Hence actuar'iiL a. 
[f. L actuarius amanuensis, book-keeper 
(actus - see actual & -ary1)] 

ac'tuate, v.t. Communicate motion to (a 
machine etc.); serve as motive to (per- 
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son). Hence actuA'TiON n. [f. med. L 
actuare (actus, as prec., see -ate3)] 

acu'ity, n. Sharpness, acuteness (as of 
needle, acid, disease, wit), [f. F acuite or 
med. L acuitas (acus -us needle; see -rry)] 

acul'eate, a. (Zool.) having a sting; (Bot.) 
prickly; pointed, incisive, [f. L aculeatus 
(ACTJLEUS, see -ATE2)] 

acul'eus, n. (pi. -el). (Zool.) sting; (bot.) 
prickle. [L aculeus sting, dim. of acus 
needle] 

acum'en, n. Keen discernment, penetra¬ 
tion. [L acumen -minis anything sharp 
(acuere sharpen)] 

acum'inate1, a. (nat. hist.). Tapering 
to a point, [f. L acuminare (prec.), see 
-ATE2] 

acum'inate2, v.t. Sharpen, point; give 
poignancy to. Hence acuminA'TiON n. 
[as prec., see -ate3] 

|| acu'shla (-db-), n. Darling, [f. Ir. d 
cuisle O pulse (of my heart) ! ] 

acute', a. Sharp, pointed; (of angles) less 
than a right angle; (of diseases) coming 
sharply to a crisis, opp. to chronic; (of 
controversy, difficulty) critical, serious; 
(of sensations, senses, intellect) keen; (of 
sounds) high, shrill; (of letters) bearing 
the ~ accent. Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv., 
~ness (-tn-) n. [f. L acutus p.p. of acuere 
sharpen] 

acut'i- in comb. Sharp, as ~foliate sharp- 
-leaved, ~lobate sharp-lobed. [L comb, 
form of acutus acute ] 

-acy, branch of the wider suf. -CY forming 
nouns of state or quality from or modelled 
on L -acia or -alia or Gk -ateia. 1. N. 
of quality f. L -aci-a f. adjj. in -aci-; 
fall- deceive fallaci- deceitful fall-aci-a 
fallacy. 2. N. of state or quality f. L 
-ati-a f. nouns in -at- (nom. -as, -i- being 
part of stem or connecting link): med. L 
primat- primati-a primacy; & by analogy 
supremacy. 3. N. of state f. med. L -ati-a 
f. norms in -atus: advocat-us advocat-ia 
advocacy; & by analogy curacy. This 
formation was extended to adjj. f. L 
-atus to form accuracy, obstinacy, from 
accurate, obstinate, where L has nouns in 
-atio; hence other L words in -atio appear 
in E with -acy where E has no corre- 
ponding adj. in -ate, as conspiracy, 
similarly, E -acy for L -atus (n. of 4 th 
deck), as magistratus magistracy, gives 
rise to episcopacy as if f. E episcopate; & 
lunacy is formed to match lunatic on anal, 
of diplomacy diplomatic. 4. N. of state, 
through L, f. Gk -ateia f. nn. in -ates or vfcs 
in -ateuein; peirates peirateia piracy, 

ad, n. (colloq,). Advertisement; dd’man, 
publicist, propagandist, [abbr. ] 

ad-, pref. I. f. L ad to, w. sense of motion 
or direction to, change into, addition, 
adherence, increase, or mere intensifica¬ 
tion. Assim. before c, /, g, l, n, p, q, r, s, t, 
& prob. before b; reduced to a before sc, 
sp, st. In OF, L ad was regularly reduced 
to a, a-. Later the spelling was refash. 

addax 

after L, as also in E f. the 15th c. Sub¬ 
sequent adoptions conform to L spelling. 
(The use of ad-, ab-, in pahs like adoral & 
aboral, situated at & away from mouth, is 
unknown to L). 2. The substitution of 
ad- (ac- etc.) for a- was occas. applied 
where cs- repr. other preff., as L ab 
(advance), OF es-, L ex- (affray), OE a- 
(accurse), see a-. So admiral f. Arab. 
amiral. 

-ad, suf. of nouns. 1. f. Gk -ad- (nom. -as), 
in collective numerals (monad, dyad, triad, 
chiliad, myriad)-, in fem. patronymics 
(Dryad, Naiad); in names of poems (Iliad, 
& by anal. Dunciad, Ilosciad); 8c in family 
names of plants (liliad). 2. f. F -ade; see 
the more usual -ade. 3. suf. invented to 
form adjj. & adw. in the sense of ‘to¬ 
wards’ (the part indicated by main 
element of word), as caudad towards the 
tail [L cauda tail] 

ad'age, n. Traditional maxim, proverb. 
[F, f. L adagium (ad to +agi-, root of aio 
I say)] 

adagio (adahj'yo), adv., a,., n. (mus. & 
dancing). Slow(ly); (n.)~ movement. [It.] 

Ad'am1 (a-), n. The first man (not know 
one from have no knowledge of his 
looks); old ~ (unregenerate condition), 
~’s ale or wine (water). ~’s apple (pro¬ 
jection of the thyroid cartilage of the 
larynx). [Heb. a-dam man] 

Ad'am2 (a-), a. (At first in pi.) of the 
decorative style created by the brothers 
Robert & James Adam in the 18th c. 

ad'amant, n. A thing impenetrably hard 
(be ~, stubbornly refuse compliance with 
requests); (formerly) loadstone; diamond. 
Hence adaman'tiNE2 a. [f. OF adamaunt 
f. L adamantem (nom. -mas) f. Gk adamas 
-mantos untamable (a- not + damao I 
tame) ] 

Ad'amlte (,!-), n. Child of Adam, human 
being; unclothed man; (Eccl.) name of 
sects who imitated Adam in this respect; 
(pi.) a section of humanity supposed by 
some to be alone derived from Adam, 
[f. med. L Adamita (adam1, -ite)] 

adapt', v.t. Fit (a thing to another); make 
suitable (to or for a purpose); modify, 
alter, (~ed for broadcasting). Hence or 
cogn. —abii/ity, adaptA'TiON, —er1, nn., 
'—able, ~ive, aa. [f. F adapter f. L 
ad(aptare f. aptus fit) ] 

fill c&pt&n'diim (vfil'gus), adv. & a. 
(Calculated) to take the fancy (of the 
rabble). [L ] 

add, v.t. & i. Join (one thing to another), 
as — your entreaties to mine, ~ insult to 
injury, this ~s to (increases) our diffi¬ 
culties, he ~ed (stated further) that—, 

~ up or together (find the sum of), ~ (per¬ 
form the process of summation) correctly, 
~ in (include). [ME, f. L AD(dere dit- = 
dare put); see do1] 

add'ax, n. Large N.-African & Arabian 
antelope with twisted horns. [L, f. 
African wd] 



admirable 
official duties (of religion, justice, etc.); 
applier or giver (of); one authorized to 
manage estates for legal owner during 
minority etc., or estates of one who dies 
without appointing competent executors. 
Hence ~torsinp n., ~trix n. (pi. ~trices, 
pron. -Islz or -is'ez). [L, as administer, 
see -or] 

ad'mirablle, a. Surprisingly good, ex¬ 
cellent ; A~le Crichton (krit'on), a prodigy, 
one who excels in many things (from 
James Crichton, ‘The A~le Crichton’, 
1560-85, Scottish scholar, poet, athlete). 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [F, or f. L admirabilis 
(as admire, see -aisle)] 

ad'miral, n. Commander-in-chief of a 
country’s navy (in England, formerly 
Lord High A~); naval officer of highest 
rank, commander of fleet or squadron; 
A~ of the Fleet, A~, Vice-A—, llear-A~, 
the four grades of A~ in British Navy; 
privileged commander of fishing or 
merchant fleet; ship that carries the ~, 
Flagship; lied A~, While A~, two Euro¬ 
pean species of butterfly. Hence '--ship n. 
[ME amyrayl etc., admirail etc., f. OF 
a(d)mira(i)l etc., med. L a(d)miralis etc., 
f. Arab, amir commander; see ameer, emir] 

ad'miralty, n. Office of admiral; the 
department administering the Navy (in 
Britain, Lords Commissioners of A~); 
(Rhet.) command of the seas (esp. the 
price of ~); Court of vl~, tribunal for 
trial & decision of maritime questions & 
offences. [ME a(d)myralte etc. f. OF ad- 
miralte (prec., -TY)] 

admira'tion, n. Pleased contemplation; 
(formerly) wonder; the ~ of, admired by; 
note of ~ (!). [F, or f. L admiratio (as 
foil., see -ation)] 

admire', v.t. Regard with pleased sur¬ 
prise or approval; (also, colloq.) express 
admiration of (forgot to ~ her cat); (for¬ 
merly) wonder at. [f. F admirer or L 
ad(mirari wonder at) ] 

admir'er, n. One that admires; lover. 
[ADMIRE +-ER1] 

admiss'Ilble, a. (Of idea or plan) worthy 
to be entertained; (Law) allowable as 
judicial proof; capable of being admitted 
(to office or position). Hence ~bil'ity n. 
[F, f. med. L admissibilis (admit, -ble)] 

admi'ssion (-shn), n. Admitting, being 
admitted, (to society of persons or class of 
things); acknowledgement (of thing as 
true, that it is true), [late ME, f. L 
admissio (as foil., see -ion)] 

admiss'ive, a. Tending to admit, [f. 
med. L admissivus (as foil., see -IVE)] 

admit', v.t. & i. (-tt-). Allow (person etc.) 
entrance or access (to place, class, privi¬ 
leges, etc.); accept as valid or true, 
whence ~t'edLY2 adv.; acknowledge 
(thing to be, that it is); (abs.) this, I 
was wrong; (of enclosed spaces) have 
room for; ~ of, leave room for (doubt, 
improvement). [ME, f. L LD(miltere miss- 
let go)] 

18 adore 
admitt'able, a. Capable of being ad¬ 
mitted (usu. to a place), [prec. -4- -able ] 

admitt'ance, n. Admitting, being ad¬ 
mitted (usu. to a place), [admit +-ance] 

admix', v.t. & i. Add as an ingredient; 
mingle (with something). So ~ture n. 
[now f. ad--f mix] 

admon'ish, v.t. Exhort (person to do, 
that he should do); give advice; warn (of 
a thing); inform, remind, (of a thing, 
that). Hence ~ment n. [ME amonest(e) f. 
OF amonester f. Rom. *admonestare un- 
expl. alt. of L ad(monere monit- warn); 
mod. E form irreg. assim. to L admonere 
and -ish ] 

admoni'tion, n. Admonishing; warning, 
reproof. So admon'itORY a. [ME, f. OF 
amonition f. L admonitionem (as prec., 
see -ion)] 

ad naus'edni, adv. To a disgusting ex¬ 
tent. [L] 

adnom'inal, a. Belonging to an adnoun; 
attached to a noun. [f. L ad + nomen 
+-al, after pronominal; cf. foil.] 

ad'noun, n. Adjective, word added to a 
noun substantive; adjective used sub¬ 
stantively. [f. L ad to + noun on anal, of 
adverb] 

ado (adoo'), n. Action, business, fuss; 
difficulty; much ado prop. = much to do; 
but much being taken as adj., ado is 
treated as n. [f. northern ME at do (= to 
do) f. ON a! at as sign of infin. + do] 

-ado, suf. of nouns. 1. f. Sp. or Port, -ado 
f. L -atus p.p. of vbs in -are, as desperado 
L desperatus (desperare); occas. changed 
in E to -ade, as renegado, now renegade. 
2. Ignorant refashioning of nouns in -ade 
f. F -ade = Sp. -ada It. -ata, as crusado 
Sp. cruzada, scalado Sp. esealada. 

adob'e (or -ob'), n. Unburnt sun-dried 
brick. [Sp.] 

adoles'c|ent, n. & a. (Person) growing 
up, between childhood & manhood or 
womanhood. So~ENCE,~ENCY, nn. [ME, 
f. OF, f. L AD(olescere ult- grow up), see 
-ENT] 

Adon'is, n. Beautiful youth loved by 
Venus; beau, dandy; (Bot.) genus includ¬ 
ing pheasant’s eye; || (Entom.) the 
butterfly Clifden Blue. [Gk, f. Phoen. 
adon lord, title of a divinity] 

ad'onize, -ise (-iz), v. refl. & i. Adorn, 
dandify, (oneself), play the Adonis, [f. F 
adoniser (prec., -ize)] 

adopt', v.t. Take (person) into a relation¬ 
ship he did not previously occupy; take 
(idea etc.) from some one else; choose. 
Hence ~aBiL'iTY, adop'tiON, nn., ~ablb 
a. [f. F adopter or L ad(optare choose)] 

adop'tive, a. Due to adoption, as ~ son, 
father; apt to adopt. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) 
adv. [ME, f. OF (-if, -ive), f. L adoplivus; 
see_prec. and -ive] 

ador|e', v.t. Regard with the utmost 
respect & affection; (poet.) worship as 
a deity; (in R. C. Church) reverence with 
representative honours (the Host etc.). 



adorer 19 adventitious 
So ~'able a., ~'abLY2 adv., adorA'TioN 
n. [ME aoure, later adoure, f. OF aorer, 
later adorer, f. L adorare worship ] 

ador'er, n. Worshipper; ardent admirer, 
lover, [prec. +-er1] 

adorn', v.t. Add beauty or lustre to; fur¬ 
nish with ornaments. So ~ment n. [ME 
aourne, later adourne f. OF aourner, later 
adorner, f. L ad{ornare furnish, deck)] 

adown', adv. & prep, (arch., poet.). 
= down3, [f. OE of dune off the mount 
(A-(3), DOWN1n.)] 

&d rSm, adv. & pred. a. To the point; to 
the purpose. [L ] 

adren'alin, n. A hormone secreted by the 
adrenal ductless glands & affecting circu¬ 
lation & muscular action; this extracted 
from animals for medicinal use. [ad- 
+ RENAL +-IN] 

adrift/, adv. In a drifting condition, at 
the mercy of wind & tide or of circum¬ 
stances ; (Naut.) unfastened. [A prep. 4- 
drift 1 ] 

adroit', a. Having address, dexterous. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [F phr. a 
droit rightly] 

adsciti'tious (-sitishws), a. Adopted from 
without; supplemental, [f. L ad{sdscere 
scit- inceptive of scire know) + -mo us ] 

ddscrip'tus gleb'ac, a. & n. (Serf) at¬ 
tached to the soil. [Li] 

adsorb', v.t. (Of a solid) attract (mole¬ 
cules of a gas or liquid) to its surface (of. 
absorb). So adsoIp'Tioii n. [f. ad-+L 
sorbere sorpt- suck in] 

diI'sum, v.i. I am here. [L] 
ad'ul|ate, v.t. Flatter basely. So~a'tion, 
~atOR, nn., ~atORY a. [f. L adulari 
fawn on, see -ate3] 

Adull'amite, n. M.P. seceding from 
Liberal Party in 1866. [f. cave of Adul- 
lam (1 Sam. xxii. 1, 2) + -ite ] 

adult' (or ad-, esp. as n.), a. & n. (One who 
is) grown up; mature, [f. L adultus p.p. 
of adolescere; see adolescent] 

adul'terant, a. & n. (Thing) employed in 
adulterating, [as foil., see -ant] 

adul'terate1, a. Stained (in conduct or 
in birth) by adultery; (of things) spurious, 
counterfeit, [as foil., see -ate2] 

adul'terlate2, v.t. Falsify by admixture 
of baser ingredients. So ~a'tion, ~atOR, 
nn. [f. L adulterare corrupt (f. adulter 
adulterer), see -ate3; replacing obs. vb 
adulter (f. F adulterer or L adulterare), 
itself replacing ME avoutre (f. OF avoutrer 
f. L adulterare)'] 

adul'ter|er, n. One guilty of adultery. So 
~ess 1 n. [f. obs. adulter vb (orig. avoutre; 
see prec.)+-ER1] 

adul'terine, a. Of, bom of, adultery; 
adulterated, counterfeit; illegal, un¬ 
licensed. [f. L adulterinus born of adul¬ 
tery, spurious {adulter adulterer, see -ine l) ] 

adul'ter|y, n. Voluntary sexual inter¬ 
course of married person with one of 
the opposite sex other than his or her 
spouse. So ~OUS a., ~ously2 adv. [re¬ 

placing ME avoulric f. OF avoulrie etc., 
the mod. F adultdre being, like E adultery, 
directly f. L adulterium] 

adum'bral, a. Overshadowing, shady. 
__ [f. ad- +L umbra shade +-al] 
ad'umbrate (or adum-), v.t. Represent 
in outline; faintly indicate; typify, fore¬ 
shadow; overshadow. Hence or cogn. 
adumbrA'TiON n., adum'bratiVE a. [f. 
L ad{umbrare f. umbra shade), see -ate3] 

ud ung'uem (-nggw-) (fdc'tus), a. Highly 
finished. [L] 

adust', a. Scorched, dried up, parched; 
sunburnt; atrabilious, gloomy. [f. F 
aduste or L adustus p.p. of ad-{urere ust- 
burn) ] 

dd valor 'dm, adv. & a. (Of taxes) in pro¬ 
portion to estimated value of goods. [L] 

advance' x(-vah ), v.t. & i. 1. Move or put 
forward; promote (plans, persons); bring 
forward (claims, suggestions); accelerate 
(events); pay (money) before it is due; 
lend; raise (price). 2. v.i. Move forward; 
make progress; rise (in price); (p.p.) far 
on in progress, as studies, ideas. So 
~'ment (-ahnsm-) n. (esp. of promotion of 
plan or person). [ME avaunee f. OF 
avancer f. Rom. *abantiare f. LL abante 
in front (ab away +ante before); see ad-] 

advance'2 (-vah-), n. Going forward; 
progress; personal approach, overture; 
rise in price; payment beforehand, loan; 
~ copy of book etc., supplied before 
publication; in ~, before (of place or 
time), [f. prec. & f. F avance n. (as prec.)] 

advan'tage1 (-vah-), n. Better position, 
precedence, superiority; favourable cir¬ 
cumstance, whence advanta'geous (-jus) 
a., advanta'geousiY2 (-jus-) adv.; (in 
Tennis) next point or game won after 
deuce points or games; have the~ of, gain 
an~ over, have, acquire, a better position 
than {you have the~ of me, esp., you know 
me & I do not know you); take ~ (avail 
oneself) of a circumstance; take ~ of (over¬ 
reach) a person; take a person at ~ (by 
surprise); to ~, in a way to exhibit the 
merits {was seen, heard, to ~); ~-ground 
(usu. vantage-), position that gives su¬ 
periority. [f. OF avantage f. uvant (see 
advance*) + -age -age, see -ad] 

advan'tage2 (-vah-), v.t. Be beneficial to; 
be an advantage to; further, promote, 
[late ME, f. prec. or F avantager] 

Ad'vent (ad-), n. Season before the 
Nativity; coming of Christ, Incarnation; 
second coming of Christ; (a~) any (im¬ 
portant) arrival. Hence ~ism (3) n., 
~ist (2) n., (tenets of) member of a sect 
holding millenarian views, [late OE, ME 
advent f. L adventus arrival f. ad {venire 
vent- come)] 

adventitious (-shws), a. Coming from 
without; accidental, casual; || (Law, of 
property) coming from a stranger or by 
collateral, not direct, succession. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. L advcnticius; see prec. & 
-itious1] 



admirable 
official duties (of religion, justice, etc.); 
applier or giver (of); one authorized to 
manage estates for legal owner during 
minority etc., or estates of one who dies 
without appointing competent executors. 
Hence ~torsmp n., ~trix n. (pi. ~(rices, 
pron. -Islz or -is'ez). [L, as administer, 

see -or] 
ad'mirablle, a. Surprisingly good, ex¬ 
cellent ; A~le Crichton (krit'on), a prodigy, 
one who excels in many things (from 
James Crichton, ‘The A~le Crichton’, 
1560-85, Scottish scholar, poet, athlete). 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [F, or f. L admirabiiis 
(as admire, see -able)] 

ad'miral, n. Commander-in-chief of a 
country’s navy (in England, formerly 
Lord High A~); naval officer of highest 
rank, commander of fleet or squadron; 
A~ of the Fleet, A~, Vice-A~, Kear-A~, 
the four grades of A~ in British Navy; 
privileged commander of fishing or 
merchant fleet; ship that carries the ~, 
Flagship; lied White A~, two Euro¬ 
pean species of butterfly. Hence ^SHIP n. 
[ME amyrayl etc., admirail etc., f. OF 
a(d)mira(i)l etc., med. L a(d)miralis etc., 
f. Arab, amir commander; see ameer, emir] 

ad'miralty, n. Office of admiral; the 
department administering the Navy (in 
Britain, Lords Commissioners of A~); 
(Rhet.) command of the seas (esp. the 
:price of ~); Court of A~, tribunal for 
trial & decision of maritime questions & 
offences. [ME a(d)myralte etc. f. OF ad- 
mircilte (prec., -ty)] 

admira'tion, n. Pleased contemplation; 
(formerly) wonder; the ~ of, admired by; 
note of ~ (!). [F, or f. L admiralio (as 
foil., see -ation)] 

admire', v.t. Regard with pleased sur¬ 
prise or approval; (also, colloq.) express 
admiration of (forgot to ~ her cat); (for¬ 
merly) wonder at. [f. F admirer or L 
KD(mirari wonder at)] 

admir'er, n. One that admires; lover. 
[ADMIRE + -ER1] 

admiss'i|ble, a. (Of idea or plan) worthy 
to be entertained; (Law) allowable as 
judicial proof; capable of being admitted 
(to office or position). Hence ~);il'ity n. 
[F, f. med. L admissibilis (admit, -ble)] 

admi'ssion (-shn), n. Admitting, being 
admitted, (to society of persons or class of 
things); acknowledgement (of thing as 
true, that it is true), [late ME, f. L 
admissio (as foil., see -ion)] 

admiss'ive, a. Tending to admit, [f. 

med. L admissivus (as foil., see -ive)] 

admit', v.t. & i. (-tt-). Allow (person etc.) 
entrance or access (to place, class, privi¬ 
leges, etc.); accept as valid or true, 
whence ~t'edLY2 adv.; acknowledge 
(thing to be, that it is); (abs.) this, I ~, 
was wrong; (of enclosed spaces) have 
room for; ~ of, leave room for (doubt, 
improvement). [ME, f. L A.D(mittere miss- 
let go)] 

18 adore 
admitt'able, a. Capable of being ad¬ 
mitted (usu. to a place), [prec. +-able] 

admitt'ance, n. Admitting, being ad¬ 
mitted (usu. to a place), [admit + -ance] 

admix', v.t. & i. Add as an ingredient; 
mingle (with something). So ~ture n. 
[nowf. AD-+MIX] 

admon'ish, v.t. Exhort (person to do, 
that he should do); give advice; warn (of 
a thing); inform, remind, (of a thing, 
that). Hence ~ment n. [ME amonesl(e) f. 
OF amonester f. Rom. *admonestare un- 
expl. alt. of L £D(monere monit- warn); 
mod. E form irreg. assim. to L admonere 
and -ish] 

admoni'tion, n. Admonishing; warning, 
reproof. So admon'itORY a. [ME, f. OF 
amonition f. L admonitionem (as prec., 
see -ion)] 

ad naus'e&m, adv. To a disgusting ex¬ 
tent. [L] 

adnom'inal, a. Belonging to an adnoun; 
attached to a norm. [f. L ad + nomen 
+ -al, after pronominal; cf. foil.] 

ad'noun, n. Adjective, word added to a 
noun substantive; adjective used sub¬ 
stantively. [f. L ad to + noun on anal, of 
adverb] 

ado (addo'), n. Action, business, fuss; 
difficulty; much ado prop. = much to do; 
but much being taken as adj., ado is 
treated as n. [f. northern ME at do (= to 
do) f. ON at at as sign of infin. 4-DO] 

-ado, suf. of nouns. 1. f. Sp. or Port, -ado 
f. L -atus p.p. of vbs in -are, as desperado 
L desperatus (desperare); occas. changed 
in E to -ode, as renegado, now renegade. 
2. Ignorant refashioning of nouns in -ade 
f. F -ade = Sp. -ada It. -ata, as crusado 
Sp. cruzada, scalado Sp. escalada. 

adob'e (or -ob'), n. Unburnt sun-dried 
brick. [Sp.] 

adoles'c|ent, n. & a. (Person) growing 
up, between childhood & manhood or 
womanhood. So~ence,~ency, nn. [ME, 
f. OF, f. L AD(olescere ult- grow up), see 
-ENT] 

Adon'Is, n. Beautiful youth loved by 
Venus; beau, dandy; (Bot.) genus includ¬ 
ing pheasant’s eye; || (Entom.) the 
butterfly Clifden Blue. [Gk, f. Phoen. 
adon lord, title of a divinity] 

ad'onize, -ise (-lz), v. refl. & i. Adorn, 
dandify, (oneself), play the Adonis, [f. F 
adoniser (prec., -ize)] 

adopt', v.t. Take (person) into a relation¬ 
ship he did not previously occupy; take 
(idea etc.) from some one else; choose. 
Hence -—aBiL'iTY, adop'tioN, nn., ~ablb 
a. [f. F adopter or L ad(optare choose)] 

adop'tive, a. Due to adoption, as ~ son, 
father; apt to adopt. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) 
adv. [ME, f. OF (-if, -ive), f. L adoplivus; 
see_prec. and -ive ] 

ador|e', v.t. Regard with the utmost 
respect & affection; (poet.) worship as 
a deity; (in R. C. Church) reverence with 
representative honours (the Host etc.). 
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So ~'able a., ~,abLY2 adv., adorA'TiON 
n. [ME aoure, later adoure, f. OF aorer, 
later adorer, f. L adorare worship ] 

ador'er, n. Worshipper; ardent admirer, 
lover, [prec. + -er 1 ] 

adorn', v.t. Add beauty or lustre to; fur¬ 
nish with ornaments. So ~ment n. [ME 
aourne, later adourne f. OF aourner, later 
adorner, f. L A.r>{ornare furnish, deck)] 

adown', adv. & prep, (arch., poet.). 
= down3, [f. OE of dune off the mount 
(a-(3), down1 n.)] 

&d rSm, adv. & pred. a. To the point; to 
_the purpose. [L ] 
adren'alin, n. A hormone secreted by the 

adrenal ductless glands & affecting circu¬ 

lation & muscular action; this extracted 

from animals for medicinal use. [ad- 
+ RENAL + -IN] 

adrift', adv. In a drifting condition, at 
the mercy of wind & tide or of circum¬ 
stances; (Naut.) unfastened, [a prep.+ 
drift 1 ] 

adroit', a. Having address, dexterous. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [F phr. d 
droit rightly] 

adsciti'tious (-sitishus), a. Adopted from 
without; supplemental, [f. L Ai>(sciscere 
scit- inceptive of scire know) + -Itious ] 

ddscrlp'tus gleb'ae, a. & n. (Serf) at¬ 
tached to the soil. [L ] 

adsdrb', v.t. (Of a solid) attract (mole¬ 
cules of a gas or liquid) to its surface (cf. 
absorb). So adsdtp'TiON n. [f. AD-+L 
sorbere sorpt- suck in ] 

dd'sum, v.i. I am here. [L] 
ad'ul[ate, v.t. Flatter basely. So~a'tion, 

~atOR, nn., ~atORY a. [f. L adulari 
fawn on, see -ate3] 

Adull'amite, n. M.P. seceding from 
Liberal Party in 1866. [f. cave of Adul- 
lam (1 Sam. xxii. 1, 2) +-ite] 

adult' (or ad-, esp. as n.), a. & n. (One who 
is) grown up; mature, [f. L adultus p.p. 
of adolescere; see adolescent] 

adul'terant, a. & n. (Thing) employed in 
adulterating, [as foil., see-ant ] 

adul'terate1, a. Stained (in conduct or 
in birth) by adultery; (of things) spurious, 
counterfeit, [as foil, see -ate2] 

adul'ter|ate2, v.t. Falsify by admixture 
of baser ingredients. So ~a'tion, ~atOR, 
nn. [f. L adulterare corrupt (f. adulter 
adulterer), see -ate3; replacing obs. vb 
adulter (f. F adultirer or L adulterare), 
itself replacing ME avoutre (f. OF avoutrer 
f. L adulterare)] 

adul'ter|er, n. One guilty of adultery. So 
~ess 1 n. [f. obs. adulter vb (orig. avoutre; 
see prec.)+-ER1] 

adul'terine, a. Of, bom of, adultery; 
adulterated, counterfeit; illegal, un¬ 
licensed. [f. L adulterinus born of adul¬ 
tery, spurious (adulter adulterer, see -ine x) ] 

adul'terly, n. Voluntary sexual inter¬ 
course of married person with one of 
the opposite sex other than his or her 
spouse. So ~ous a., ~ously2 adv. [re¬ 

placing ME avoutrie f. OF avoutrie etc., 
the mod. F adultdre being, like E adultery, 
directly f. L adullerium] 

adum'bral, a. Overshadowing, shady. 
^ [f. ad-+L umbra shade + -al] 
ad'umbrate (or adum1), v.t. Represent 
in outline; faintly indicate; typify, fore¬ 
shadow; overshadow. Hence or cogn. 
adumbrA'TiON n., adum'brativE a. [f. 
L ad(umbrare f. umbra shade), see -ate3] 

ad ung'uem (-nggw-) (fdc'tus), a. Highly 
finished. [L] 

adust', a. Scorched, dried up, parched; 
sunburnt; atrabilious, gloomy, [f. F 
aduste or L adustus p.p. of AD-{urere ust- 
burn) ] 

dd valor'8m, adv. & a. (Of taxes) in pro¬ 
portion to estimated value of goods. [L ] 

advance'1 (-vah-), v.t. & 1. 1. Move or put 
forward; promote (plans, persons); bring 
forward (claims, suggestions); accelerate 
(events); pay (money) before it is due; 
lend; raise (price). 2. v.i. Move forward; 
make progress; rise (in price); (p.p.) far 
on in progress, as ~d studies, ideas. So 
~'ment (-ahnsm-) n. (esp. of promotion of 
plan or person). [ME avaunce f. OF 
avancer f. Rom. *abanliare f. LL abante 
in front (ab away-f ante before); see ad-] 

advance'2 (-vah-), n. Going forward; 
progress; personal approach, overture; 
rise in price; payment beforehand, loan; 
~ copy of book etc., supplied before 
publication; in ~, before (of place or 
time), [f. prec. & f. F avance n. (asprec.)] 

advan'tage1 (-vah-), n. Better position, 
precedence, superiority; favourable cir¬ 
cumstance, whence advantageous (-jus) 
a., advanta'geousLY2 (-jus-) adv.; (in 
Tennis) next point or game won after 
deuce points or games; have lhe~ of, gain 
an ~ over, have, acquire, a better position 
than (you have the ~ of me, esp., you know 
mo & I do not know you); take ~ (avail 
oneself) of a circumstance; take ~ of (over¬ 
reach) a person; take a person at ~ (by 
surprise); to ~, in a way to exhibit the 
merits (was seen, heard, to ~); ~-ground 
(usu. vantage-), position that gives su¬ 
periority. [f. OF avantage f. avant (see 
advance1) -\--age -age, see -ad] 

advan'tage2 (-vah-), v.t. Be beneficial to; 
be an advantage to; further, promote, 
[late ME, f. prec. or F avantager] 

Ad'vent (&d-), n. Season before the 
Nativity; coming of Christ, Incarnation; 
second coming of Christ; (o~) any (im¬ 
portant) arrival. Hence ~ism (3) n., 
'-—ist (2) n., (tenets of) member of a sect 
holding millenarian views, [late OE, ME 
advent f. L adventus arrival f. Kv{venire 
vent- come)] 

adventitious (-shus), a. Coming from 
without; accidental, casual; || (Law, of 
property) coming from a stranger or by 
collateral, not direct, succession. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. L adventicius; see prec. Sc 
-ITIOUS1] 
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adven'ture', n. Risk, danger; daring 
enterprise; unexpected incident; com¬ 
mercial speculation; hazardous activity. 
[ME avenlure f. OF f. Rom. *adventura 
(sc. res thing) about to happen (advent) ; 
see ad - ] 

adven'ture2, v.t. & i. Hazard, imperil, 
(oneself, thing); incur risk; dare to go or 
come (into, in, upon, a place); dare to 
enter on, upon, (undertaking). [ME, f. 
OF aventurer (as prec.)] 

adven'turer (-cher-), n. One who seeks 
adventures; soldier of fortune; specula¬ 
tor; one who lives by his wits. [f. F 
aventurier (as adventure1, see -er1)] 

adven'turesome (-cher-), a. Given to 
adventures, [adventure1 -f-S0ME] 

adven'turess (-cher-), n. Female adven¬ 
turer; woman who lives by her wits. [f. 
adventurer, see -ess ] 

adven'turous (-cher-), a. Rash, venture¬ 
some; enterprising. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF aventuros (as adventure1, see 
-ous)] 

ad'verb, n. Word that modifies or quali¬ 
fies an adjective, verb, or other adverb, 
expressing a relation of place, time, cir¬ 
cumstance, manner, etc. (e.g. gently, so, 
now, where, why), [f. F adverbe or L ad¬ 
verb ium (verbum word, verb) transl. of Gk 
epirrhema] 

advdrb'ial, a. Pertaining to an adverb; 
of the nature of an adverb. Hence ~LY2 
adv. [f. F, or LL adverbialis; see -al] 

&(l verb'um, adv. & a. Word for word. 
[L] 

ad'versary, n. Opponent, antagonist, 
enemy; the A—, the Devil. [ME, f. AF 
adverser, OF adversier, -aire f. L ad¬ 
versaria s ; see ADVERSE & -ARY 1 ] 

advers'ative, a. (Of words etc.) express¬ 
ing opposition or antithesis. Hence 
~ly2 (-vl-) adv. [f. LL adversativus (ad¬ 
versary oppose, see foil. & -ive)] 

ad'vdrse, a. Contrary, hostile, (to); hurt¬ 
ful, injurious, (to); placed opposite. 
Hence ~ly2 (-si-) adv. [ME, f. OF adverse 
(earlier avers) f. L adversus p.p. of ad- 
(vertere vers- turn)] 

advers'ity, n. Condition of adverse for¬ 
tune ; misfortune. [ME, f. OF adversite 
(earlier av-) f. L adversitatem (as prec., see 
-ty)] 

advert', v.i. Refer to (in speaking or 
writing). [ME avert f. OF avertir f. Rom. 
*advertire for L advertere (adverse) 
whence mod. form advert] 

ad'vertise (-z), v.t. & i. Notify, warn, 
inform, (person of thing, that); make 
generally known (thing by circular, in 
journal, also abs.); ~ for, ask for by 
public notice. [ME avertise f. OF avertir 
(st. -iss-); see advert] 

advertisement (-zm-), n. Public an¬ 
nouncement (usu. by placards or in 
journals), [earlier avert- f. F avertisse- 
ment (as prec., see -ment)] 

advice', n. Opinion given or offered as to 

SB 

action, counsel; information given, news; 
(pi.) communications from a distance; 
(Commerc.) formal notice of transactions. 
[ME avis f. OF f. Rom. *advisum (ad to + 
visum p.p. of videre see; see ad- ] 

advis'lable (-z-), a. To bo recommended; 
expedient. Hence ~aBii/iTY, ~ablexiiss, 
nn., ~abi.Y2 adv. [f. foil. + -able] 

advise' (-z), v.t. & i. Offer counsel to; 
recommend (the doctor ~s a change of air); 

(Commerc.) inform, notify; take counsel 
with. Hence advis'ER1(-z-)n.,esp. person 
habitually consulted. [ME avise f. OF 
aviser f. Rom. *advisare (see advice)] 

advised' (-zd), a. Deliberate, considered, 
whence ~ly2 (-iz'edll) adv.; judicious; 
ill-'-', injudicious, [p.p. of prec.] 

advis'ory (-z-), a. Giving advice; con¬ 
sisting in giving advice, [advise +-ory] 

&d vit'&rn ant cul'p&rn, adv. During 
good behaviour. [L] 

ad'vocacy, n. Function of an advocate; 
pleading in support of. [ME, f. OF ad- 
vocacie, -tie, f. med. L advocatia (as foil., 
see -acy)] 

ad'vocate1, n. One who pleads for an¬ 
other ; one who speaks in behalf of (pro¬ 
posal etc.); professional pleader in courts 
of justice; Faculty of A~s, Scots bar; 
Lord A'-, principal law-officer of crown in 
Scotland; Devil’s ~ (also, L, advocatus 
diaboli), one who pleads against a candi¬ 
date for canonization. Hence ~ship (-ts-) 
n., ad'vocatORY a. [ME avocat f. OF f. L 
advocatus p.p. (as n.) of ad(vocare call)] 

ad'vocate2, v.t. Plead for, defend, recom¬ 
mend publicly, [f. prec. ] 

II advows'on (-z-), n. Right of presenta¬ 
tion to a benefice. [ME (AF) avowesoun 
etc. f. OF avoeson f. L advocationem (as 
prec., see -ion)] 

adynam'ia, n. Want of vital force; 
physical prostration. Hence adynam'ic 
a. [Gk adunamia (a- not +dunamis 
power)] 

ad'ytum, n. (pi. -la). Innermost part of 
a temple; private chamber, sanctum. [L 
f. Gk aduton not to be entered (a- not + 
duton vbl adj. of duo enter)] 

adze, n. & v.t. Tool for cutting away 
surface of wood, like axe with arched 
blade at right angles to handle; (vb) cut 
with ~. [OE adesa of unkn. orig. ] 

se, ae, symbol repr. a vowel sound betw. a 
Sc e. 1. In OE short as repr. orig. Teut. 
short a, the sound of a in man; replaced 
after 1100 usu. by a sometimes by e. Long 
as repr. same sound prolonged, & was 
replaced in 13th c. by e or ee. 2. In 16th 
c. cB was reintroduced to repr. L ae & 

Gk ai; as, eedify (L aedificare), aether (Gk 
aither). In familiar wds ae gave place to e, 
(edify, ether), being kept (pron. e) in some 
Gk & L proper names (JEneas, Caesar, but 
Judea, Etna), in names of Gk & Roman 
antiquities (eedile, aegis), Sc in some scien¬ 
tific terms (aetiology, phaenogamous, but 
phenomenon, museum). 
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-se, -ae, pi. suf. of L nouns of 1st decl. in 

-a, & L form of Gk -ai pi. of nouns of 
1st decl. in -e, -a, -es, -as; kept in non- 
-naturalized words (laminae, larvae), esp. 
in proper names (Heraclidae) & names of 
animal & plant orders (Felidae, Hosidac); 
varying with -as in some wds acc. to 
degree of familiarity (actiniae, -as) or 
of technicality (mathematical formulae, 
theological formulas); familiar wds take 
-as (areas, hyenas, Julias). 

aed'ile, n. Roman magistrate who super¬ 
intended public buildings, shows, police, 
etc. Hence ~ship (-lsh-) n. [f. L aedilis 
(acdes house, see -ile)] 

II ae'ger, n. (In Eng. univv.) note certify¬ 
ing that student is ill. [L, = sick] 

ae'gis, n. Protection, impregnable de¬ 
fence; (Myth.) shield of Zeus or Athene. 
[L, f. Gk aigis] 

II aegrot'M, n. (In Eng. univv.) certifi¬ 
cate that student is too ill to attend 
examination etc. [L, = he is sick (aeger)] 

Aeol'ian, a. 1. Of Aehlis, district of Asia 
Minor colonized by ancient Greeks; 
(Mus.) ~ mode, ancient Greek mode, ninth 
of the church modes (with A as final & 
E as dominant). 2. Of Aeolus, god of 
winds; ~ harp, stringed instrument pro¬ 
ducing musical sounds on exposure to 
wind. [f. L Aeolius (1. Aeolis Gk Aiolis; 
2. Aeolus Gk Aiolos) + -an] 

Aeol'ic, a. & n. Aeolian (dialect), [f. L 
f. Gk aiolikos (as prec., see -ic) ] 

ae'olipyle, -pile, (or eol-), n. Instrument 
for showing force of steam escaping 
through narrow aperture, [f. F seolipyle 
f. L Aeoli pylae f. Gk Aiolou pulai gates of 
Aeolus, god of winds] 

aeolot'ropy, n. Change of physical quali¬ 
ties consequent on change of position. 
[f. Gk aiolos changeful + -tropia turning] 

ae'on, e'on, n. An age of the universe, 
immeasurable period; eternity; (Platonic 
philosophy) a power existing from eter¬ 
nity, emanation or phase of the supreme 
deity. [LL aeon f. Gk aion age] 

a'erate, v.t. Expose to mechanical or 
chemical action of air: charge with car¬ 
bonic acid gas (formerly called fixed air). 
Hence aerA'TiON n. [f. L aer air + -ate 3, 

after F airer] 
aer'ial (or ax-), a. & n. 1. Of air, gaseous; 
thin as air, ethereal; immaterial, imagi¬ 
nary; of or in the atmosphere, atmo¬ 
spheric; existing, moving, in the air; 
~ railway, ropeway, system of overhead 
cables from which cars or containers are 
suspended, usu. driven electrically; ~ 
Derby, annual air-race. 2. n. (pron. ai--). 
~ wire or antenna as used in wireless. 
Hence ~ity (-al-) n., ~ly2 adv. [f. L f. 
Gk aerios (aer air) + -al] 

aerie, aery, eyrie, eyry, (a'erl, ir'1), n. 
Nest of bird of prey, esp. eagle, or of 
raven or other bird that builds high up; 
human residence perched high on moun¬ 
tain; brood of bird of prey. [f. med. L 

aetiology 
aeria, aerea, f. OF aire ( = Prov. agre nest) 
f. L agar agri] 

a'erifdl-m (or aH), a. Of the form of air, 
gaseous; unsubstantial, unreal, [f. L aer 
air + -form ] 

aero- (af'o, a'ero) in comb. Air, of air¬ 
craft, as: —bal'ies, feats of expert avia¬ 
tion [after aerobatics); —bidVogy, study 
of airborne micro-organisms or spores; 
-dyndm’ics, the physics of gases in 
motion & their mechanical effects; 
—dyne, hcavier-than-air aircraft; ~foil, 
aeroplane wing, tailplane, or fln; \\—grdm, 
wireless message; —lile, —lith, meteorite; 
—naut, one who navigates a (lighter-than- 
-air) flying machine; ~naul'icfal) aa.; 
—naut’ics, science, art, or practice of 
aerial navigation; —plunk'ton, collective 
name for all the forms of minute organic 
life drifting in the air; —slat, lighter-than- 
-air aircraft; —stdl'ics, physics of gases 
in equilibrium, science of air-navigation. 
[Gk comb.-form of aer air] 

a'erobe, n. Any microbe that lives on free 
oxygen from the air. Hence aerob'iAN, 

aerob'ic, aa. [aero-, Gk bios life] 
II aerodrome (ai--), n. Large tract of open 
level ground, including all buildings & 
fixtures, for the operation of aircraft. 
[AERO-, -DROME] 

II aeroplane (ar-), n. Mechanically driven 
heavier-than-air flying machine, [f. F 
aeroplane (aero-, Gk pianos wandering)] 

aeru'ginous (droo-), a. Of the nature or 
colour of verdigris, or copper-rust. [f. L 
aeruginosus (aerugo -inis verdigris f. aes 
aeris brass, see -ous)l 

Aesculap'|ius, n. God of medicine; 
physician. Hence ~1an a. [L] 

aes'thete, n. Professed appreciator of 
the beautiful, [f. Gk aisthetcs one who 
perceives (as foil.)] 

aesthet'|ic, a. Belonging to the apprecia¬ 
tion of the beautiful; having such appre¬ 
ciation; in accordance with principles of 
good taste. Hence ~1cal a., ~icalLY2 
adv., ~1cism, ~ics, nn. [f. Gk aisthetikos 
(aisthanomai perceive, see -ic)] 

aestho-physiol'ogy (-z-), n. Scientific 
study of the organs of sensation, [irreg. 
f. Gk aisth- perceive + physiology] 

aestival, (esp. U.S.) estival, (gs'tlval, 
Cstiv'al), a. Belonging to, appearing in, 
summer. [ME estival f. OF f. L aestivalis 
f. aeslivus (aeslus heat), see -ive, -al] 

aes'tivate (est-, 6st-), v.i. Spend the 
summer, esp. (Zool.) in state of torpor, 
[f. L aestivare, see -ate3] 

aestiva'tion (est-, 6st-), n. (Zool.) aesti¬ 
vating; (Bot.) arrangement of petals in 
flower-bud before expansion, [f. prec., 
see -ation] 

aetat'fs, act’at., act. Of or at the age of 
(aet. 17); anno — suae —, in the —th year 
of his age. [L] 

aetiol'ogy, n. Assignment of a cause; 
philosophy of causation; (Med.) science 
of the causes of disease. So aetiolo'gicAL 
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a.., aetiolo'gicaliY2 adv. [f. LL f. Gk 
aitiologia (aitia cause, see -logy)] 

af-, pref. = ad- before f. 
afak', adv. At, to, a distance (usu. ~ off; 
fromfrom a distance). [ME offeor, on 
ferr, see A- (2, 3), far ] 

aff'able, a. Easy of address, courteous, 
complaisant. Hence or cogn. affauiL'iTY 
n., aff'abLY2 adv. [F, f. L affabilis f. 
af(fari speak), see -ble ] 

affair', n. Thing to be done; concern, 
business, matter, as that is my ~; love ~; 
(pi.) ordinary pursuits of life; ~ of honour, 
duel; (colloq., of material things) a 
gorgeous etc. ~. [ME, f. OF afaire (a faire 
to do), cf. ADO] 

affaire (ffe coour) (see Ap.), n. Love 
affair. [F] 

affect'1, v.t. Practise, use, as~ a costume; 
(of things) tend to assume (form, shape, 
etc.); assume (character), as ~ the free¬ 
thinker; pretend to have or feel (in¬ 
difference etc.); pretend (to do), [f. F 
affccter or L affectare aim at, frequent, 
of af(ficere feet- = facere do)] 

affect'2, v.t. Attack (as disease); move, 
touch, (in mind), whence ~ingLY2 adv.; 
produce (material) effect on; (pass., 
arch.) be assigned, allotted, (to particular 
service etc.), [f. F affccter or L affect- p.p. 
stem of afficere act on, influence; see prec. ] 

aff'ect3, n. (psych.). Feeling, emotion, 
desire, [f. L affectus disposition f. afficere 
(prec.)] 

affecta'tion, n. Studied display of; arti¬ 
ficiality of manner; pretence; (rare) de¬ 
clared occupation or employment (all 
ships, whatever their ~). [F, or f. L 
affeclatio (as affect1, see -ation)] 

affec'ted, a. Artificially assumed or dis¬ 
played; pretended; (of persons) full of 
affectation, artificial, whence ~ly2 adv., 
~NESS n.; (with adv.) disposed, inclined, 
(towards or abs.); attacked (as by disease); 
moved in the feelings; acted upon 
physically, [affect 1 > 2 -I- -ED1 ] 

affec'tion, n. Affecting; mental state, 
emotion, whence ~al a.; disposition 
(towards); goodwill, love, (towards); 
bodily state due to any influence; malady, 
disease; mode of living; property, quality, 
attribute. [ME, f. OF f. L affectionem (as 
affect2, see -ION)] 

affec'tionate (-shon-), a. Loving; fond; 
(of things) showing love or tenderness. 
Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv., ~ness (-tn-) n. 
[f. F affectionni or med. L affedionatus; 
see -ate3] 

affec'tive, a. Pertaining to the affections, 
emotional, [f. F affectifl. LL affedivus (a.s 
affect2, see -ive)] 

aff'erent, a. Conducting inwards or to¬ 
wards, as ~ nerves, ~ vessels, [f. L af- 
(ferre bring), see -ENT] 

affSttuo'so (-too-), adv. (mus.). Feel¬ 
ingly. [It.] 

affi'ance1, n. Faith, trust (in); pledging 
of faith, esp. plighting of troth in mar- 

afflatus 

riage. [ME, f. OF aflance f. after f. med. L 
affidare (ftdus trusty), see -ance] 

affi'ance2, v.t. Promise solemnly in mar¬ 
riage (usu. pass.). [ME, f. OF afiancer f. 
aflance, see prec. ] 

afjftche (dfesh'), n. Notice-paper affixed 
to wall, poster. [F, f. affleher post up ] 

affidavit, n. Written statement, con¬ 
firmed by oath, to be used as judicial 
proof. (Strictly, deponent swears an ~, 
judge takes it; but in pop. use deponent 
makes or takes it), [med. L, = has stated 
on oath, f. as fidare, see affiance1] 

affil'iate, v.t. (Of an institution) adopt 
(persons as members, societies as 
branches); attach (persons, societies) to, 
connect (them) with, (a society); (Law) 
fix paternity of (illegitimate child on 
putative father) for purpose of main¬ 
tenance; ascribe (child) to its parent; 
father (a thing) upon, trace (it) to. So 
affiliA'TiON n. [f. med. L ASftliare adopt 
(filius son), see -ate3] 

affined' (-nd), a. Related, connected, [f. 
F affini (afftn f. L affinis, see foil.) +-ED1; 
no vb in F or E ] 

affin'ity, n. Relationship, relations, by 
marriage; relations, kindred, in general; 
structural resemblance (between animals, 
plants, languages); (fig.) similarity of 
character suggesting relationship, family 
likeness; liking; attraction; (Chem.) ten¬ 
dency of certain elements to unite with 
others. [ME, f. OF aftnite f. L afftnitatem 
(ATfinis related, lit. bordering on, f. finis 
end, see -ty)] 

affirm', v.t. & i. Assert strongly, aver; 
make formal declaration, (Law) make 
affirmation ; (Logic, Gram.) state in the 
affirmative; (Law) confirm, ratify, (judge¬ 
ment). Hence ~able, ~atORY, aa. [ME 
af(f)erm(e) f. OF afermer f. L ASfirmare 
(firrnus strong)] 

afflrma'tion, n. Affirming, esp. (Law) 
solemn declaration by person who con¬ 
scientiously declines taking an oath. [F, 
or f. L affirmatio (as prec., see -ation)] 

affirm'ative, a. & n. Affirming, answer¬ 
ing yes; (Logic) expressing agreement of 
the two terms of a proposition; answer 
in the ~, answer yes, say that a thing is 
so. Hence ~LY2 (-vl-) adv. [ME, f. OF 
affirmatif or LL affirmativus (as prec., see 
-IVE)] 

affix'1, v.t. Fix, fasten, (thing to, on); 
impress (seal, stamp); add in writing 
(signature, postscript); attach (censure, 
salary), [f. obs. F affixer or med. L 

jufftxare frequent, of L af(figere fix- fix)] 

aff'ix2, n. Appendage, addition; (Gram.) 
addition placed at the beginning or end 
of root, stem, or word, or in body of word, 
to modify its meaning, [f. F afftxe f. L 
affigere (see prec.)] 

affix'ture, n. Affixing, [f. affix1 after 
FIXTURE] 

afflat'us, n. Communication of super¬ 
natural knowledge; divine impulse, 
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poetic or other; inspiration. [L vbl n. f. 
af{flare flat- blow)] 

afflict', v.t. Distress with bodily or men¬ 
tal suffering, [f. obs. afflict adj., f. OF 
afflict, earlier afflit, f. L AS(fligere flict- 
dash)] 

afflic't|ion, n. Misery, distress; pain, 
calamity. So ~ive a. [ME, f. OF f. L 
afflictionem (as prec., see -ion)] 

aff'lulent1 (-ldb-), a. Flowing freely, 
copious; abounding (esp. in riches), 
wealthy. Hence or cogn. ~ence n., 
~entLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF, f. L af(fluere 
flux- flow), sec -ENT] 

aff'luent2 (-loo-), n. Tributary stream. 
[f. prec., prob. after F] 

aff'lux, n. Flow towards a point, esp. of 
humours; accession, [f. F, or med. L 
afftuoaus -us, vbl n. as affluent1] 

afford', v.t. (With can) have the means, 
be rich enough, (to do), manage to spare; 
furnish, bestow; (of things) yield supply 
of. [OE geforlhian further (f. Y- -\-forlhian 
(forth), ME i-forthen, aforthe. Mod. sp. 
assim. to wds in af-; for -d- cf. burden] 

affo'rest, v.t. Convert into forest or 
(formerly) hunting-ground. So ~a'tion n. 
[f. med. L afforestare (foresta forest)] 

affran'chise (-z), v.t. Free from servitude 
or obligation, [f. F affranchir, as en¬ 
franchise, with pref. a- (4)] 

affray', n. Breach of the peace, caused by 
fighting or riot in a public place. [ME, 
f. OF effrei f. esfreer, vb f. Rom. *exfri- 
dare (Rom. *fridus f. Gmc *fridhu 
peace); cf. afraid ] 

affreight'ment (-rat-), n. The chartering 
of a ship to carry cargo (usu. contract of 
~). [f. F affritement, with sp. alt. after 
FREIGHT] 

aff'ricate, n. (phonet.). Combination of 
explosive consonant with an immediately 
following fricative or spirant, as G pf, 
z(= ts). So affric'atiVE a. & n. [f. L 
affricatus, cf. fricative] 

affright'1 (-it), v.t. (arch.) Frighten, 
[late formation on fright v., partly due 
to obs. affright p.p. of OE *afyrhtan (a- 
intensive)] 

affright'2 (-it), n. (arch.). Alarm, terror. 
[f. prec. ] 

affront'1 (-iint), v.t. Insult openly; put 
to the blush, offend the modesty or self- 
-respect of; face, confront. [ME, f. OF 
afronter slap in the face, insult, f. Rom. 
*affrontare (frons frontis face) ] 

affront'2 (-tint), n. Open insult, as put ~ 
upon, offer an ~ to, feel it an ~. [f. prec. ] 

affu'sion (-zhn), n. Pouring on, esp. of 
water on the body in one kind of baptism; 
(Med.) pouring of water, usually 50° to 
70° Fahr., upon fever patients, [f. LL 
affusio f. L af(funderc fus- pour), see -ion ] 

Afghan (af'gan), n. Native, language, of 
~istan; (a~) knitted woollen coverlet, 

afield', adv. On or in the field (esp. of 
labour or battle); to the field; away from 
home, at a distance, as far ~. [OE, f. a2] 

after 
afire', adv. & pred. a. On fire (lit. & fig.). 

[ME, f. A2] 
aflame', adv. & pred. a. In flame, in a 
glow of light, (lit. & fig.), [f. A2] 

afloat', adv. & pred. a. In a floating con¬ 
dition; at sea, on board ship, in naval 
service; full of water; floating in the air; 
out of debt, paying one’s way; in full 
swing; in general circulation, current; 
(Commerc.) in currency as negotiable 
document; unsettled, adrift. [OE, f. A2] 

« fond (see Ap.), adv. Thoroughly, fully. 
[F] 

afoot', adv. & pred. a. On one’s own feet; 
astir, on the move; in operation or em¬ 
ployment. [ME, f. A2] 

afore', adv. & prep. (Naut.) in front, in 
front of, as ~ the mast; (arch.) previously. 
[OE, f. A2 +FORE2] 

afore- in comb. Before, previously, as 
^cited, ~going, ~named, ~said; ~thought, 
premeditated, as malice ~thought; ~time, 
previously, [prec. ] 

u fortior'i, adv. With stronger reason, 
more conclusively. [L] 

afraid', pred. a. Alarmed, frightened, 
(abs. or of); ~ (of the consequences, & 
therefore unwilling) to do a thing, ~ of 
a thing’s happening, ~ lest it should 
happen, ~ (that) it will happen; I’m ~ 

(colloq.), I have to admit with regret 
(I’m ~ I’m late; I’m ~ there’s none left). 
[p.p. of obs. vb affray f. OF esfreer, see 
AFFRAY] 

af'reet, -rit, -rite, (-ret), n. Evil demon 
in Mohammedan mythology. [Arab. 
ifrit\ 

afresh', adv. Anew, with fresh beginning. 
[a- (3) + FRESH] 

Af'rxcan (af-), a. & n. (Native) of Africa. 
Hence ~ism (4) n., ~ize (3) v.t. [see 
-AN] 

Afrikaans' (af-; -ahns), n. S.-African or 
Cape Dutch. [= I)u. Afrikaansch] 

Afrikan'der (af-), n. S.-African breed of 
cattle; (formerly) Afrikaner, [f. Afri¬ 
kaans Afrikaander alt. of Du. Afrikaner 
after Hollander etc. ] 

Afrika'ner (afrlkahn-), n. Native of 
S. Africa born of European (esp. Dutch) 
settlers. [Du., = African] 

Af'r(o)- (af-), comb, form of African. 
aft (ahft), adv. (naut.). In or near stern of 
ship; towards the stern; fore & ~, from 
stem to stern, lengthwise (also as adj. 
fore-&-~). [hist, before 1600 obsc.; 

prob. alt. f. ME baft (see abaft) on anal, of 
after] 

af'ter1 (ah-), adv., prep., & conj. 1. adv. 
Behind in place, later in time, (Jill came 
tumbling ~; look before <£■ ~; soon, a 
week, ~). 2. prep. In pursuit or quest of, 
as run, inquire, ~ him; about, concerning, 
as look ~ him, take care of, keep an eye 
on, him; for, as hanker ~; following in 
point of time, later than, (~ you, formula 
in yielding precedence; ~ you with, colloq. 
request for next turn at; ~ six months. 
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when six months have or had elapsed); 
in view of, as ~ such behaviour', next in 
importance to; according to (~ a fashion ; 
~ one’s own heart, such as one loves); in 
imitation of (person), as a picture ~ 
Rubens; in allusion to, as named ~; ~ all, 
in spite of all that has happened or has 
been said etc. (~ all, what does it matter?) 
or of one’s exertions, expectations, etc. 
(fie tried for an hour & failed ~ all', so 
you have come — all!). 3. conj. In, at, the 
time subsequent to that at which, as 
~ he went, goes, has gone, had gone. [OE 
after, Gmc f. *af- (cogn. w. L ab, Gk apo) 
-f compar. suf. *-ier (see -ther) ] 

af'ter2 (ah-), a. Later, following, as ~ 
years', (Naut.) hinder, posterior, as ~ 
cabin, masts, [f. prec.] 

af'terbirth, n. Membrane enveloping the 
foetus in the womb, so called because its 
extrusion follows that of the infant, 
placenta, [after a.] 

af'ter-care, n. Attention bestowed on an 
individual or class after a certain period 
of treatment etc.; freq. attrib., as ~ 
association, [after a. 1 

af'terdamp, n. Choke-damp, gas left in 
mine after explosion of fire-damp, [after 

a.] 
af'ter-effect, n. Effect that follows after 
an interval, [after a. ] 

afterglow, n. Glow in the west after 
sunset, [after a. ] 

af'ter-grass, n. Grass that grows after 
first crop has been mown for hay, or 
among stubble after harvest, [after a.] 

af'terlight, n. Light of what is known 
afterwards, hindsight, [after a.] 

af'termath, n. After-grass; (fig.) conse¬ 
quences, fruits, results, as the ~ of war. 
[after a. + math mowing, OE mxth f. 
Gmc *md- mow] 

af'termost (ah-), a. (naut.). Nearest the 
stern, most aft. [f. after +-most] 

afternoon', n. The time from noon to 
evening, as in, during, the ~, on Wednes¬ 
day ~, (fig.) the ~ of life, [after prep. ] 

af'terpiece, n. Farce or smaller enter¬ 
tainment after a play, [after a. ] 

af'ters (ah-), n. pi. (colloq.). Course fol¬ 
lowing main course esp. at midday meal. 
[after a. or adv. ] 

af'terthought, n. Reflection after the 
act; later expedient or explanation. 
[after a. or adv. ] 

af'terwards (ah-; -z), adv. Later, sub¬ 
sequently. [OE seftanweard, a. (seflan 
aft + -ward), late OE eefterweard, ME 
-ward(s): see -es ] 

ag-, pref. = ad- before g. 
aga (ag'o, agah'), n. Commander, chief 

officer in Mohammedan countries. [Turk. 
agha master] 

again' (or ag6n'), adv. Another time, once 
more; ~ time <£■ ~, repeatedly; ever 

~, now & ~, occasionally; as much ~, 
twice as much; half as much ~, one-&-a- 
-half times as much; further, besides; 

age 

on the other hand, as these ~ are more 
expensive; back ~ (to the original position 
or condition); in return, as answer ~; 
in response, as rocks echoed ~, glasses 
rang ~; proportionately to specified act 
or condition, as the loaded table groaned 
~. [OE ongean, ongsegn, etc., ME ayen 
etc., & (orig. north.) again', Gmc f. on + 
*gag-an- straight] 

against' (or agbnst'), prep. & conj. 1. In 
opposition to, as fight ~, I am ~ reform', 
in contrast to, as ~ a dark baefeground; 
in anticipation of, as ~ his coming, ~ a 
rainy day; in preparation for, as warned 
~ pickpockets', into collision with, as ran 
~ a rock, (colloq.) ran — (chanced to meet) 
a friend; opposite to, as ~ the liorsepond 
(usu. over ~). 2. conj. (arch.). By the 
time that (be ready ~ he comes), [early 
ME ayenes etc., f. ayen (again) +-es, with 
later (southern) inorganic -t as in amidst, 
amongst, betwixt, whilst ] 

ag'ama, n. African & Indian lizard of 
the iguana type. [Carib] 

ag'ami, n. Tropical American bird, the 
trumpeter, [native name in Guiana] 

agam'ic, a. (zool.). Characterized by ab¬ 
sence of sexual action, [as foil. + -ic ] 

agamoigen'esis, n. Asexual reproduc¬ 
tion. So ~genet'ic a., ~genet'iCALLY 
adv. [as foil, -{-genesis birth] 

ag'amous, a. (biol.). Without (distin¬ 
guishable) sexual organs, [f. Gk agamos 
(a- not +gamos marriage) + -OUS] 

agape'1, adv. & pred. a. On the gape; 
open-mouthed with wonder or expecta¬ 
tion. [A prep.] 

ag'ape2, n. Love-feast held by early 
Christians in connexion with Lord’s Sup¬ 
per; (Theol.) Christian love, charity (opp. 
eros earthly or sexual love). [Gk, 
= brotherly love] 

Agapemonle (agapem'onl), n. Love- 
-abode (usu. with sinister implication). 
Hence ~ite1 n. & a., (member) of a sect 
or association founded in Somerset c. 
1850, pop. believed to practise free love, 
[irreg. f. Gk agape love +mone abode] 

ag'Sr(-ag'ar), n. Solidifying agent in 
culture-media for bacteria prepared from 
certain seaweeds. [Malay] 

ag'aric (or aga-), n. Mushroom; name 
of various fungi, [f. L f. Gk agarikon] 

ag'ate, n. Name of several varieties of 
precious stone (semipellucid variegated 
chalcedonies); burnishing instrument of 
gold-wiredrawers; *the printing-type 
called in England ruby. [f. F agate, -the. 
It. agata, -tha, f. L f. Gk akhates, whence 
earlier F achate, in ME achate] 

Agav'e, n. (bot.). Genus of plants in¬ 
cluding American aloe. [f. L f. Gk 
Agaue, prop, name in myth. ] 

agaze', adv. On the gaze, [a prep.] 
age1, n. Length of life or of existence; 
moon’s ~, time elapsed since new moon; 
duration of life required for a purpose, 
as come of~,full~ (in Eng. Law, 21 years). 
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~ °f discretion (14), over ~; latter part 
of life, as peevishness of ~ before 
honesty, children must give precedence to 
their elders; a generation; ~ of consent; 
brazen1 etc.~; (Hist., Geol.) great period, 
as Patriarchal A~, Ice A~; (colloq.) long 
time, as waiting for^s. [ME, f. OFf. Rom. 

_ *eetalicum f. L aelas -atis age; see -age] 
age-, Y.t. & i. (part. ~ing, aging). (Cause 
to) grow old. [f. prec. ] 

-age, suf. OF f. L -aticum, neut. of adj. 
suf. -alicus -atic (e.g. L viaticum journey- 
money, (later) journey). In Romanic 
greatly extended to form abst. nn. of 
appurtenance, & collectives, as *aeta- 
ticurn age, *coraticum courage. In med. 
L, the OF -age appears as -agium, e.g. 
OB' homage, med. L liomagium. After¬ 
wards added as living suf. in F & in E. 
Meaning: (1) collective belongings or 
aggregate of (cellarage)-, (2) function, 
condition, (baronage, bondage)-, (3) action 
(breakage); (4) fees payable for, cost of 
using, (cartage, demurrage). 

aged, a. l.(ajTd). Having lived long, old. 
2. (ajd). Of the age of, as ~ ten; (of 
horses) over six years old. Hence a'ged- 

_NESSn. [f. AGE V.+-ED1] 
age'less (-jl-), a. Never growing old. [age 
_n. +-LESS] 
a'gency, n. Active operation, action, as 
moral, free, ~; instrumentality, as by the 
~ of; action personified, as an invisible ~; 

(Commerc.) office of agent; establishment 
for business purposes, as Reuter’ A~. 
[f. med. L agentia (L agere do, see -ence)] 

agen'da, n. Things to be done, (list of) 
items of business to be considered at a 
meeting; memorandum book. [L, neut. 
pi. of gerundive of agere do ] 

a'gene, n. Nitrogen trichloride, used for 
whitening flour. [P] 

a'gent, n. One who exerts power or pro¬ 
duces an effect; (of things) efficient cause; 
a natural force acting on matter, as 
chemical ~; one who does the actual 
work, esp. one who represents a person or 
firm in business (who is your ~ in Paris?); 
estate-, house-, land-, ~. So agen'tiAL 
(-shl) a. [as act3, -ent] 

agent provocateur (see Ap.), n. Person 
employed to detect suspected offenders 
by tempting them to overt action. [F] 

agglom'erlate1, v.t. & i. Collect into a 
mass. Hence ~a'tion n., ~atiVE a. [f. L 
AGglomerare (glomus -meris ball), see -ate3] 

agglomerate2, a. & n. (Collected into) 
a mass; (Geol.) mass of volcanic frag¬ 
ments united under heat, opp. to con¬ 
glomerate. [as prec., see-ate2] 

agglutinate1 (-loo-), a. Glued together; 
consisting of simple words combined into 
compounds without change of form or 
loss of meaning, [f. L AGglutinare (gluten 
-tinis glue) see -ate2] 

agglut'in|ate2 (-loo-), v.t. & i. Unite as 
with glue; combine simple words to 
express compound ideas; (t. & i.) turn 

agitation 
into glue. Hence ~a'tion n., ~atiVE a. 

^[as prec., see -ate3] 

agg'randize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Increase the 
power, rank, wealth, of (person, State); 
exaggerate, embellish. Hence aggran'- 
dizeMENT, -Ise-, (-zm-) n. [f. F agrandir 
(st. -iss-) prob. f. It. AG (grand ire f. L 
grandis large, the ending being assim. to 
vbs in -ize) ] 

agg'rav|ate, v.t. Increase the gravity of 
(burden, offence, etc.); (colloq.) ex¬ 
asperate (person). So ~a'tion n. [f. L 
AGgravare make heavy (gravis) or F 
aggraver; see -ate3] 

aggregate1, a. & n. 1. Collected into 
one body; collective, total; (Law) com¬ 
posed of associated individuals, as cor¬ 
poration ~. 2. n. Sum total; assemblage; 
broken stone etc. used in making con¬ 
crete; (Phys.) mass of homogeneous 
particles; in the ~, as a whole, [f. L 
AQgregare herd together (grex gregis 
flock), see -ate1- 2] 

agg'reglate2, v.t. & i. Collect together; 
(trans.) unite (individual to company); 
amount to (specified total). Hence 
~a'tion n., ~atiVE a. [f. as prec., -ate3] 

aggress', v.i. (rare). Begin a (or the) 
quarrel. So ~ion (-shn), ~or, nn. [f. 
p.p. of L AG(gredi gress- = gradi step) or 
F ag(g)resser; later back-form. f. 
aggression] 

aggress'ive, a. & n. Of attack; offensive; 
disposed to attack; forceful; assume the 
~, begin the quarrel. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) 
a.dv., ~ness (-vn-) n. [as prec., see -tve] 

aggrieve', v.t. Grieve, distress, oppress, 
(usu. pass.). [ME agreve f. OB' agrever f. L 
aggravare aggravate ; mod. sp. after L, 
& GRIEVE ] 

aghast' (-gahst, -gast), a. Terrified; 
struck with amazement. [ME p.p. of obs. 
vb agast (A- (l)+gasten, obs. gast to 
alarm); sp. after ghastly) 

a'gile, a. Quick-moving, nimble, active. 
Hence or cogn. agil'iTY n., ~ly2 (-1-U) 
adv. [ME, f. OF f. L agilis (agere do)] 

a'gio, n. Percentage charged on exchange 
of paper-money into cash, or of one cur¬ 
rency into another more valuable; excess 
value of one currency over another; 
exchange business. [It., = ease] 

a'giotage, n. Exchange business; specu¬ 
lation in stocks; stock-jobbing. [F, f. 
agioter (prec. +connecting -1-); see -age] 

agist', v.t. Take in live stock to feed; 
charge (land or its owner) with a public 
burden. So ~ment n. [f. OF agister (d to 
-igister lodge f. Rom. *jacitare frequent, 
of jacere lie) ] 

a'gitate, v.t. Move, shake; disturb, ex¬ 
cite, (feelings, persons); revolve mentally, 
discuss, debate, (plans etc.); (abs.) keep 
up an agitation (for), [f. L agilare or F 
agiter; see -ate3] 

agita'tion, n. Moving, shaking; com¬ 
motion, disturbance, (mental or physical); 
debate, discussion; keeping of a matter 



constantly before the public; public 
excitement. [F, or f. L agitatio (as prec., 
see -ation) ] 

Sgita'to (-tali-), adv. (mus.). In an 
agitated manner. [It. ] 

a'gitator, n. One who agitates, esp. 
politically; apparatus for shaking or 
mixing. [L (see agitate & -or)] 

Aglaia (Sgli'a), n. One of the Graces. [Gk] 
ag'let, aig'let, n. Metal tag of a lace; 
spangle or other metallic ornament of 
dress; tagged point hanging from 
shoulder upon breast of some uniforms 
(usu. aiguillette); catkin of hazel, birch, 
etc. [ME, f. F aiguillette dim. of aiguille 
needle f. LL acucula dim. of acus needle] 

agley' (-e), adv. (Sc.). Askew, awry, [a 
prep. +Sc. gley squint] 

aglow' (-6), adv. & pred. a. In a glow. [ A 
prep. ] 

ag'nail, n. Torn skin at root of finger- 
-nail; (formerly) corn on toe or foot. [OE 
angnsegl f. *ang- (cf. Goth, aggwus) tight, 
painful, + neegl nail (of iron etc.), hard 
excrescence fixed in the flesh; mod. sense, 
& forms hang-nail, (Sc.) anger-nail, result 
from pop. etym., nail being taken as 
finger-nail] 

ag'nate, n. & a. (One who is) descended 
by male links (also, by male or female 
links) from same male ancestor (cf. 
cognate); sprung from same forefather, 
of same clan or nation; (fig.) akin, of same 
nature. So agnat'ic a., agna'noN n. [f. 
F agnat or L agnatus (ad to +gnatus born 
p.p. of (g)nasci f. stem pen-beget)] 

agnSm'en, n. A fourth name occas. given 
to Romans (cf. cognomen): (loosely) nick¬ 
name. [L (ad to -\-(g)nome7i name)] 

agnos'tic, n. & a. 1. One who holds that 
nothing is known, or likely to be known, 
of the existence of a God or of anything 
beyond material phenomena. 2. adj. 
Pertaining to this theory. Hence ~ism n. 
[f. Gk agnostos unknown (a- not +gno- 
know); see -ic] 

Ag'nus Cas'tus (a-), n. Tree once held a 
preservative of chastity. [L, f. Gk agnos 
(name of tree), confused w. hagnos chaste, 
whence L castus is added] 

Ag'nus De'i (a-), n. Part of Mass begin¬ 
ning Agnus Dei-, figure of lamb bearing 
cross or flag; cake of wax stamped with 
such figure & blessed by Pope. [L, = 
lamb of God] 

ago', a. & adv. (Adj., always following 
noun) past, gone by, as ten years ~; 
(adv.) long ~, long since. [ME ago, agone 
p.p. of obs. vb ago (A-(l) +G0)] 

agog', adv. & pred. a. On the move, 
eager, expectant, [perh. f. OF en gogues 
(gogue fun, orig. unkn.)] 

agon'ic, a. Making no angle; ~ line, line 
of no magnetic variation, [f. Gk agonios 

_ without angle (a- not + gonia angle) + -ic] 
agonis'tic, a. Pertaining to athletic con¬ 
tests (esp. of Ancient Greece); (Rhet.) 
polemic, combative; strained, aiming at 

agrimony- 
effect. Hence ~al a., ~ali,Y2 adv. [f. Gk 
agonistikos f. agonistes combatant (agones 
games); cf. LL agonisticus] 

ag'oniz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. & i. Torture; 
suffer agony, writhe in anguish; contend 
in arena, wrestle (lit. & fig.); make 
desperate efforts for effect. Hence 
~ingi,Y2 adv. [f. F agoniser or LL 
agonizare f. Gk agonizomai contend 
(agon, see prec.)] 

ag'ony, n. Mental anguish; ~ column 
(colloq.), = personal column; paroxysm 
of pleasure; pangs of death; extreme 
bodily suffering; struggle. [ME, f. OF 
agonie or LL agonia f. Gk agonia f. agon 
contest; see -y1] 

agoraphob'ia, n. Morbid dread of public 
places. [Gk agora assembly, -phobia] 

agou'tl, -ty, (-goo-), n. Genus of rodents 
of cavy or guinea-pig family, esp. a hare¬ 
like animal of W. Indies, [f. F agouti or 

_Sp. aguti f. native Ind. aguti] 
ag'rapha, n. pi. Sayings of Christ not 
recorded in the Gospels. [Gk, = un¬ 
written things ] 

agrar'ian, a. & n. 1. Relating to landed 
property; ~ outrage (arising from discord 
between landlords & tenants); relating 
to cultivated land. 2. n. Advocate of re¬ 
distribution of landed property, whence 
' 'ISM n., ~ize v.t. & i. [f. L agrarius (ager 
agri land, see -ary1) +-an] 

agree', v.i. & t. Consent (to proposal, 
statement, to do); concur (with person 
that); become, be, in harmony (with per¬ 
son); (pi.) ~ together, cannot ~, get on 
with one another; suit the constitution 
of, as work, lobster, does not ~ with him; 
(Gram.) take some number, gender, case, 
person; (trans.) bring (balance, items of 
accounts) into harmony; consent to or 
approve of (proposal, terms, etc.). [ME, 
f. OF agreer f. Rom. *aggratare make 
agreeable (gratus) ] 

agree'ab|le (-rlabl), a. Pleasing (to or 
abs.); (colloq., of persons) well-disposed 
(to a thing, to do, or abs.); conformable 
to, as to all experience. Hence ~leNESS 
n., ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF agreable (agreer 
AGREE, gee -ABLE)] 

agree'ment, n. Mutual understanding, 
covenant, treaty; (Law) contract legally 
binding on parties; accordance in 
opinion; (Gram.) concord in gender, 
number, case, person. [ME, partly OF, 
partly f. agree +-ment] 

agrements (agra'mahn), n. pi. Agreeable 
qualities or surroundings; (Mus.) orna- 
mental_notes embellishing a melody. [F] 

agres'tic, a. Rural, rustic; uncouth, [f. 
h agrestis (ager field) +-IC] 

ag'riculture, n. Cultivation of the soil. 
Hence agricul'turAL (-cher-) a., agri- 
cul'tur(al)iST (-cher-) nn. [F, or f. L 
agricultura (ager agri field + cultura cul¬ 
ture)] 

ag'rimony, n. Kinds of plants, esp. 
Agrimonia Eupatoria with small yellow 
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flowers. [ME egrimoigne etc. f. OF 
aigremoine f. L agrimonia, whence OE & 

^mod. forms] 
ag'rimotor, n. Agricultural motor trac¬ 
tor^ [f. L ager agri field + motor] 

agron'om|y, n. Rural economy, hus¬ 
bandry. So agronom'ic(Aii) aa., agro- 
nom'ics, ~ist, nn. [f. Gk agronomos 
overseer of land (agros land + -nomos f. 
nemo dispense), see -y1] 

aground', adv. & pred. a. Upon the 
bottom of shallow water, as be, run, ~ (of 

_ships). [ME, f. a prep. + ground] 
ag'ue, n. Malarial fever, with cold, hot, 

& sweating stages; shivering fit; quaking 
(lit. & fig.); <■—cake, enlargement of spleen 
or liver caused by ~. Hence ag'uED2 

(-ud) a. [ME, f. OF f. L acuta (sc. febris 
_fever) acute] 
ag'uish, a. Of the nature of ague; tending 
to produce ague; subject to ague; ague¬ 
like, quaking; coming by fits & starts. 
Hence ~ly 2 adv. [f. prec. -I- -ish 1 ] 

ah, int. expr. sorrow, regret, surprise, 
admiration, entreaty, remonstrance, dis¬ 
like, contempt, mockery, [not in OE; 
ME has a, perh. f. OF a, ah] 

aha1 (ahhah'), int. expr. surprise, triumph, 
mockery, irony, [f. ah+ha1; formerly 
written a ha] 

aha2, n. See ha-ha n. 
ahead (ahed'), adv. & pred. a. In ad¬ 
vance ; in the direct line of one’s forward 
motion, as breakers ~; straight forwards; 
forward at a rapid pace, as go ~; in 
advance o/(lit. & fig.). [f. a prep. + head 1 ] 

ahem' (a-h-), int. used to attract attention 
or gain time, [lengthened form of hem] 

ahimsa (a-hlm'sah), n. Non-violence or 
non-killing acclaimed in Hindu Scriptures 
as the highest form of duty. [f. Skr. a 
without, himsa injury] 

ahoy' (a-h-), int. Nautical call used in 
hailing, [obs. a int. +HOY2] 

Ah'rxman. See zoroastrian. 
a huis clos (ah we klo), adv. With closed 
doors, in private. [F ] 

ahull' (a-h-), adv. (naut.). With sails 
taken in & helm lashed on lee side. [f. a 
prep. +hull2] 

ai (ah'i), n. Three-toed sloth of S. 
America, [f. Braz. ai, repr. its cry] 

aiblins. See ablings. 
aid1, v.t. Help (person to do, or abs.); 
promote (recovery etc.). [ME, f. OF 
aid(i)er f. L adjutare frequent, of ad- 
(juvare jut-)] 

aid2, n. Help; (Law) help claimed by de¬ 
fendant from one who has joint-interest; 
(hist.) grant of subsidy or tax to king, 
(later) exchequer loan; helper; material 
source of help (usu. pi.), as <fc ap¬ 
pliances ; what’s (ail) this in ~ of? (colloq.), 
what’s your object? [ME, f. OF aide f. 
Rom. *adjuta fern. p.p. of adjuvare aid1 
used as n.; cf. LL adjutus help ] 

aide (ad), n. = foil, [abbr.] 
aide-de-camp (ad'ekong, & see Ap.), 

n. (pi. aides-de-camp pron. ad'ekdngz). 
Officer assisting general by carrying 
orders etc. [F] 

aide-memoire (ad'mamwahr), n. (Book, 
document, serving as) an aid to the 
memory (esp. in diplomatic use). [F, f. 
aider to help + mimoire memory] 

aig'rette, n. Lesser white heron (usu. 
egret) ; tuft of feathers or hair; spray of 
gems_ etc. [F, see egret] 

aig'uill|e (-gw-), n. Sharp peak of rock, 
esp. in Alps. Hence ~esqub' a. [F, see 
AGLET] 

aiguillette (agwildt'), n. See aglet. 
ail, v.t. & i. Trouble, afflict, as what ~s 

him?-, be ill. Hence ail'HENT n. [f. OE 
eglan (cogn. w. Goth, agljan) f. egle 
troublesome (Goth, aglus)] 

ail'eron, n. (usu. pi.). Lateral-control 
flap(s) at rear of aeroplane’s wingtip(s). 
IF] 

aim1, v.t. & i. Direct (blow, missile, at); 
point (gun etc.) towards (at); direct an 
act or proceeding against (at); (intr.) 
deliver blow, discharge missile, (at); take 
aim (abs.); form designs (abs.); ‘intend 
or try to do. [ME, prob. f. two vbs (1) 
Picard, amer, OF & Prov. esmer, f. L 
aestimare reckon, (2) OF aesmer f. Rom. 
*adaestimare; ME sense was estimate] 

aim2, n. Direction of a missile at an 
object, as take ~; design, purpose, object, 
whence aim'LESS a., aim'lessLY2 adv., 
aim'lessNESS n. [ME, f. prec.] 

ain’t. See be. 
air1, n. 1. Gaseous substance enveloping 
earth, mixture of oxygen & nitrogen, 
breathed by all land animals & plants; 
atmosphere; free space overhead, as 
birds of the ~; unconfined space, as open 
~; fresh ~, also simply ~, ~ not ex¬ 
hausted of its oxygen; breeze, light wind ; 
take ~, become known; (of projects etc.) 
quite in the ~ (uncertain); (of opinions, 
feelings) in the ~, spreading about; 
castles in the ~, visionary projects; *give 
person the ~ (si.), dismiss him; on the 
broadcast(ing) by radio. 2. Appearance, 
as an ~ of absurdity; mien, gesture, as 
with a triumphant ~; affected manner 
(esp. in pi.), as gave himself ~s, ~s <P 
graces; (Mus.) melody, tune, esp., in 
harmonized composition, predominant 
(usu. soprano) part. 3. Combb.: ~-6aZ- 
l(oon), inflated toy; ~-6ed, inflated 
mattress; ~-bladder, one filled with ~, in 
animals or plants; ~'6orne: transported 
by ~; specially picked & trained for 
~ operations, as an ~borne division; (of 
~craft) in the ~, having taken off, as the 
squadron was soon ~borne; ~ -brake 
(worked by ~ pressure); ~-brick (per¬ 
forated for ventilation); ~-bridge, link 
between points provided by ~ transport; 

•—chamber (in hydraulic machines, for 
equalizing pressure); Air Chief Marshal, 
Air Commodore, see Air Force; —condi¬ 
tioned, (of a room, building, etc.) having 
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the ~ in it washed & brought to standard 
humidity (Sc temperature); cooled (by 
a current of cool ~); craft, aeroplane(s), 
~ship(s), & balloon(s); —craft carrier, ship 
that carries & serves as a base for aero¬ 
planes; —craftman, see Air Force; — 
craftwoman, lowest rank in Women’s 
Royal Air Force; ~ crew (of an ~craft); 
—-cushion (inflated with ~); *—'drome, 
aerodrome; ~ -engine (actuated by heated 
~); field, aerodrome; Air Force (the 
Royal Air Force, abbr. R.A.F.), the ~craft 
service co-ordinate with Navy & Army, 
with officers as follows: Marshal of the 
R.A.F., Air Chief Marshal, Air Marshal, 
A ir Vice-Marshal, Air Commodore, Group 
Captain, Wing Commander, Squadron 
Leader, Flight Lieutenant, Flying Officer, 
Pilot Officer; the non-commissioned ranks 
are warrant officer, flight sergeant, sergeant, 
corporal, (leading) —craftman,—-mechanic; 
~-frame, body of ~craft as dist. from en- 
gine(s); graph, system of transmitting 
letters etc. by ~ mail in the form of micro¬ 
films to save space, letter etc. so trans¬ 
mitted; '—’-gun (using compressed ~ as 
propelling force); ~ hostess, stewardess on 
~ liner; ~-jacket (inflated, to support 
wearer in water); —-lift, transport of 
troops, supplies, etc. by ~; -’line, line of 
~craft for public service; ~ liner, largo 
passenger ~craft; —lock, stoppage of 
flow in pump etc., caused by ~; ~ mail 
(carried by ~); —'man, one who flios in an 
~craft, esp. as pilot or member of crew; 
Air Marshal, —-mechanic, see Air Force-, 
—-minded, interested in aviation; Air 
Officer, R.A.F. officer above the rank of 
Group Captain; *—'plane, aeroplane; 
—-pocket, apparent vacuum in ~ causing 
~craft to drop some distance; -’port, 
aerodrome, esp. one fully equipped, usu. 
with customs-house, at which passengers 
by ~ liners embark or disembark; *— 
post, ~mail; —-pump (for exhausting a 
vessel of its —); — raid, attack by ~craft 
(freq. attrib., as —-raid precautions, 
warden, warning)-, —'screw, propeller of 
~craft; —'ship, flying machine lighter 
than ~; ~ speed, speed of ~craft relative 
to the ~ through which it is moving; 
— -stop, helicopter passenger station; 
~ strip, strip of ground used or usable 
for an —field; ~ thermometer (with ~ 
instead of mercury); —threads, gossa¬ 
mer; —-tight impermeable to ~; —to—, 
from one~craft to another; Air Training 
Corps (formed in 1941 for youths aged 
15-18; abbr. A.T.C.); — umbrella, a force 
of —craft used to give ~ protection to a 
military operation; —'way. ventilating 
passage in mine; route regularly followed 
by—craft; —'worthy, (of —craft) fit to fly; 
—'worthiness n. [1. ME eir, ayre f. OF air 
f. L aerem f. Gk der. 2. developed in F, & 
taken into E about 1600] 

air2, v.t. Expose to open air, ventilate; 
dry at fire or in—ing cupboard; (refl.) go 

-al 

out into fresh air; parade (qualities, 
grievances, theories, fine clothes), [f. 
prec. ] 

Aire'dale (aid-), n. Large rough-coated 
terrier, [place in Yorks.] 

air'less, a. Stuffy; breezeless, still, [air1 

+ -LESS ] 
air'y, a. Aerial, lofty; breezy; immaterial; 
of thin texture; light in movement; 
sprightly; graceful, delicate; unsub¬ 
stantial; superficial, flippant; —-fairy 
(colloq.), delicate or light as a fairy. 
Hence air'iLY2 adv., air'iNESS n. [air1 

+ -Y2] 
aisle (il), n. Division of church, esp. one 
parallel to & divided by pillars from the 
main nave, choir, or transept; passage 
between rows of pews. Hence aislED2 

(ild) a. [ME ele f. OF f. L ala wing; later 
forms i(s)le by assoc, w. island; aisle 
after mod. F aile] 

II ait (at), n. Small isle, esp. in a river. 
[OE iggath, igeoth, perh. dim. of ieg, ig 
island; the ME eyt is unexpl.; mod. eyet, 
eyot artificial sp. after islet & F ilot] 

aitch, n. = ache3. 

II aitch'bone, n. (Cut of beef lying over) 
buttock or rump bone. [orig. nage-, 
nache-bono (w. loss of n- as in adder), f. 
OF nage, nache buttock f. LL (pi.) 
naticae f. L nalis, -es buttock(s); pop. 
etym. gives//-, ice-, edge-, bone] 

ajar'1, adv. (Of doors) slightly open. [A 
prep, -\-char (OE cerr a turn)] 

ajar'2, adv. In a jarring state. [A prep. + 
jar4 n.] 

ajutagCL See adjutage. 

akim'bo, adv. (Of the arms) with hands 
on hips & elbows turned outwards, [in 
15th c. in kenebowe, later on kenbow, a 
kenbow, of unkn. orig.] 

akin', pred. a. Related by blood; (fig.) 
of similar or kindred character. [a 
prep. ] 

al-1, pref. = ad- before l. 
al-2, pref. The Arab, article the, as in 

alcohol etc. 
-al, suf. 1. Adj. f. L -alls (adj. suf. vary¬ 
ing w. cogn. -aris -ar1 which was always 
used when l preceded, as regularis but gen- 
eralis) direct or through F -el (later refash, 
after L -al- in E); now appended freely to 
L nouns (cordial), Gk nouns (colossal), L 
adjj. (individual), & Gk adjj. in -kos, 
-oides, (comical, rhomboidal); -ical indi¬ 
cates vaguer connexion w. the orig. n. 
than -ic (comic paper, comical story), cf. 
-acal; other sulf. are occas. appended, as 
generality, centralize. 2. Nouns f. L -alls, 
-al, -ales, -alia, parts of above used as 
nouns (rival, animal, annals, Saturnalia), 
with new imitations (cardinal, regiment¬ 
als). -alia became in F -aille, in E -aille, 
-ail, -al (L sponsalia, OF espousaille, E 
spousaille now espousal), the last now 
freely imitated to formvbl nn. (reprisal, 
recital, bestowal); in bridal, burial, the 
suf. is of diff. orig. 
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d la (ah lah), prep. Alter the manner of, 
as d la Russe, a la Reform. [F, for d la 
mode] 

al'abaster (-bah-), n. & a. 1. Name of 
several varieties of carbonate or sulphate 
of lime; (Min.) massive fine-grained 
sulphate of lime (modern, gypseous, ~), 
as distinct from the carbonates used 
by the ancients for holding unguents 
0oriental, calcareous, ~); box made of 

2. adj. Of like ~ in whiteness or 
smoothness. So alabas'triNE1 (-bah-) a. 
[ME, f. OF alabastre f. L alabaster f. Gk 
alabast(r)os ] 

d la carte (ah lah kart), adv. By the bill 
of fare. [F] 

alack', int. (arch.) expressing regret or 
surprise, esp. in phr. —a-day. [prob. f. a 
int. + lak lack] 

alac'rity, n. Briskness, cheerful readiness. 
[f. L alacritas (alacer brisk, see -ty)] 

Aladd'in’s lamp, n. Talisman enabling 
holder to gratify any wish. [Arabian 
Nights] 

a'lamSde, d la mode (ah lah mod), adv. 
& a. In the fashion, fashionable; ~ beef, 
piece of beef larded & stewed; ~ silk 
(aiso as n., alamode), a thin glossy black 
silk. [F (d la mode), = in the fashion] 

al'ar, a. Pertaining to wings; winglike, 
wing-shaped; (Bot. & Physiol.) axillary. 
[f. L alar is (ala wing, see -ar1)] 

alSrm'1, n. Call to arms; warning sound 
giving notice of danger; warning, as give, 
take, the~ ; excited anticipation of danger; 
(Fencing) stamp on ground made with 
advancing foot; ~-post, place for troops 
to assemble at in case of ~; mechanism 
that sounds the ~ (usu. ala'rum); alarum- 
-clock, one with apparatus that rings at 
appointed hour; alar(u)ms & excursions 
(joc.), noise & bustle. [ME, f. OF alarme 
f. It. allanme (all’ arme! to arms); form 
alarum now only of '-'-signal] 

alarm'2, v.t. Arouse to sense of danger; 
disturb ; agitate, excite with fear. Hence 
~'ingiYa adv. [f. prec.] 

alarm'list, n. One who raises alarms on 
slight grounds (often attrib., as these ~ist 
reports); panic-monger. So ■~ISM n. 
[ALARM + -1ST ] 

ala'rum, n. See alarm n. 
al'ary, a. Pertaining to wings or winglike 
parts, [f. L alarius (ala wing, see -ary1)] 

alas' (-ahs), int. expressing grief, pity, 
concern. [ME, f. OF (h)a las (mod. Mias) 
f. ha ah + las(se) wretched f. L lassus weary ] 

Alas'tor (-ahs-), n. Avenging deity, 
nemesis. [Gk (a- not-blast- f. lath- forget)] 

al'ate, al'ated, a. Having wings or wing¬ 
like appendages, [f. L alatus (ala wing, 
see -ate2)] 

alb, n. AVhite vestment reaching to feet, 
worn by priests, & by some consecrated 
kings. [OE, ME albe (later also aube f. 
F) f. LL alba white (sc. tunica, vestis)] 

al'bacore, n. Large species of tunny; 
other fish of same genus, [f. Port. 

alburnum 

albacor (F albicore, also used in E) f. 
Arab, al the +bukr young camel, heifer] 

Alban'ian (&1-), a. & n. (Native) of 
Albania; (native) of Scotland (hist.). 
[(1) f. med. Gk Albania; (2) f. med. L 
Albania Scotland (Ir. Alban gen. olAlbu)] 

albat'a, n. White metal, German silver. 
_If. L albata whitened (albus white)] 
al'batross, n. Family of birds allied to 
petrels, inhabiting Pacific & Southern 
Oceans; esp. wandering ~, largest of sea- 
fowls. [alt., after L albus white, of obs. 
(17th c.) alcalras frigate-bird etc., f. Sp. 
& Pg. alcatraz, var. of Pg. alcalruz f. Arab. 
alqadus the bucket, Arab, name for the 
pelican, from its supposed water-carrying 
habit] 

albe'it (awl-), conj. Though, as ~ that he 
failed, ~ he failed, he tried ~ ivithout 
success. [= all though it be that] 

al'bert, n. (Also A~ chain) kind of watch- 
-chain. [f. Prince Albert consort of Queen 
Victoria] 

Albert Hall, in Kensington, used for 
concerts, demonstrations, etc. [as prec. ] 

albes'cent, a. Growing white, shading 
into white, [f. L albescere (albus white), 
see -ent] 

Albigen'ses (al-, -z), n.pl. Heretics of 
12th-14th cc. in S. Franco. [L Albiga 
Albi in S. France, -ese ] 

albi'no (-be-), n. (pi. -os). Human being 
marked by congenital absence of colour¬ 
ing pigment in skin & hair, which are 
white, & eyes, which are pink & unable to 
bear ordinary light; any animal so distin¬ 
guished ; jilant lacking the normal colour¬ 
ing. Hence albi'nESS1 (-be-), al'biniSM, 
nn. [Port., orig. of white Negroes, f. L 
albus white] 

Al'bion (al-), n. (poet.). (Greek & Homan 
name for) Britain. [F, f. L Albion of 
uncert. orig. ] 

al'bite, n. White or soda feldspar, [f. L 
albus white + -ite 1 ] 

al'bum, n. Book for insertion of auto¬ 
graphs, photographs, names, etc. [L, 
neut. sing, of albus white] 

album'len (or al1), n. White of egg; a 
constituent of animal solids & fluids, of 
seeds, & of tuberous or fleshy roots, found 
nearly pure in white of egg; (Bot.) sub¬ 
stance found between skin & embryo of 
many seeds, usu. the eatable part. Hence 
~inosE, ~inous, aa. [L albumen -minis 
white of egg (albus white) see -men ] 

album'enize, -ise (-iz), v.t. (photog.). 
Coat (paper) with an albuminous solution, 
[prec. +-ize] 

album'inoid, a. & n. Like albumen; (n. 
pi.) proteins, class of organic compounds 
forming chief part of organs & tissues of 
animals & plants. Hence albumlnoid'AL 
a. [f. ALBUMEN -f--0ID] 

albuminur'ia, n. Presence of albumen in 
the urine, usu. as symptom of kidney 
disease, [albumen, urine, -ia 1 ] 

albutn'lum, n. Recently formed wood in 
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exogenous trees, sap-wood. Hence -ous 
a. [L alburnum (albas white)] 

|| alcahest. See alkahest. 
Alca'lc (a-), a. & n. Pertaining to Alcaeus 
(Gk lyric poet, 600 B.C.), or to the metre he 
invented; (n. pi.)~ strophes, [f. LL f. Gk 
Alkaikos (Alkaios)] 

alcalde (ahlkah'lda), n. Magistrate or 
mayor in Spanish, Portuguese, or Latin- 
-American town. [Sp., ult. f. Arab, qtidi 
judge, cadi] 

alchem'ic (-k-), a. Pertaining to alchemy. 
Hence ~al (-k-) a., ~alLY2 (-k-) adv. [f. 
med. L. alchimicus or F alchimique: see 
alchemy and -ic] 

al'chemist (-k-), n. One who studies or 
practises alchemy. Hence alchemis'tic- 
(al) (-k-) aa. [£. OF alquemiste or med. L 
alchemista; see alchemy and -ist ] 

al'chemise (-k-), -ise (-iz), v.t. Change as 
by alchemy; transmute, [back-forma¬ 
tion on prec. ] 

al'chemy (-k-), n. Chemistry of the 
middle ages; esp., pursuit of the trans¬ 
mutation of baser metals into gold (also 
fig.). [ME, f. OF alquimie f. med. L al- 
chimia f. Arab, al-kimia, al the+kimia, 
apparently = khemia (Gk form of native 
name of Egypt, but confused with Gk 
khumeia pouring f. khu- perf. st. of kheo 
pour, whence the spelling alchymy)] 

al'cohol, n. Pure spirit of wine; any 
liquor containing this; (Chem.) large 
class of compounds of same type as 
spirits of wine. Hence ~ate1(3) n. 
[med. L, f. Arab, al the +koh’l powder 
for staining eyelids (kahala v. stain)] 

alcohol'ic, a. & n. 1. Of, relating to, 
containing, caused by, alcohol. 2. n. 
Person addicted to excessive consump¬ 
tion of alcohol, [prec.+-IC] 

al'coholism, n. Action of alcohol on 
human system, [alcohol + -ism] 

al'cohol|ize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. Saturate with 
alcohol; subject to alcoholic influence. 
Hence —Iza'tion n. [alcohol + -ize] 

alcoh616|m'eter, n. Instrument for 
measuring alcoholic strength of spirits. 
Hence ~m'etry n. [f. alcohol + -o- + 
METER] 

Alcoran (alkorahn', aF), n. Koran. 
Hence ~io (-an1) a. [ME, f. OF f. Arab. 
al-qoran the reading; see koran ] 

al'cove, n. Vaulted recess in room-wall, 
esp. (in Spain) recess for bed; recess in 
garden wall or hedge; summer-house. 
[F, f. Sp. alcova, -ba, f. Arab, al-qobbah 
the vault (qubba v. vault) ] 

al'dehyde, n. Colourless volatile fluid of 
suffocating smell, obtained by oxidation 
of alcohol; class of compounds of this 
type. Hence aldehyd'ic a. [abbr. of 
mod. L alcohol dehydrogenatum (deprived 
of hydrogen)] 

al'der (awl-), n. Tree related to birch; 
other trees not related, as black, white, red, 
~. [OE alor, aler (cf. ON olr, elrir, OHG 
elira, mod. G erle, eller) w. phonetic d] 

al'derman (awl-), n. Co-opted member 
of an English county or borough council, 
next in dignity to Mayor. Hence ~I0 
(-man-) a.,~SHlP n. [f. OE aldor patriarch 
aid old + -or noun suf.) + -man ] 

al'dermanry (awl-), n. Ward, district of 
a borough having its own alderman; rank 
of alderman, [prec. + -RY ] 

Al'derney (awl-), a. & n. 1. Of cattle 
bred in ~ in the Channel Islands; (pop.) 
of cattle bred in the Channel Islands. 
2. n. Individual of either kind. 

Al'dershot (awl-), n. (Used for) the 
permanent military camp at ~ in 
Hampshire. 

Al'dine (awl-), a. Printed by Aldus 
Manutius, Venetian printer of 16th cent., 
who introduced italic type; name of 
certain style of type. [f. Aldus + -INE1] 

Al'dis (awl-), a. ~ lamp (for signalling); 
~ lens (for hand cameras); ~ unit sight 
(for aircraft). [A. C. W. Aldis, inventor] 

ale, n. Liquor made from an infusion of 
malt by fermentation, flavoured with 
hops etc.; II merry-making at which ~ 
was drunk; alecost, costmary; ~-house, 
one at which ~ is retailed; ~-wife: 
woman who keeps an —house; American 
fish allied to herring. [OE alu, ON 67] 

al'eatory, a. Depending on the throw of 
a die or on chance, [f. L aleatorius 
(ialeator dice-player f. alea die)] 

ale:conner (alk-), n. (hist.). Inspector of 
ale & ale-measures (now a titular office 
only), [ALE + CON1-!-Eli1] 

alee', adv. & pred. a. On the lee or 
sheltered side of ship; to leeward. [ME 
(rare before 16th c.) f. A2 + LEE] 

al'egar, n. Sour ale; malt vinegar, [f. 
(after vinegar) ale +egre ( = F aigre sour, 
see eager)] 

alem'bic, n. Apparatus formerly used in 
distilling; also fig., as ~ of fancy. [ME 
alambic f. OF f. med. L alembicus f. Arab. 
al-anbiq the still f. Gk ambix -ikos cup, 
cap of a still; lembick, limbeck, were usu. 
in 15th-17th cc.] 

aldrt', a., n., & v.t. 1. Watchful, vigilant; 
lively, nimble. 2. n. Warning call, 
alarm; (period of) air-raid warning; on the 
~, on the look-out. 3. v.t. Make ~, put 
on the ~. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. 
F alerte f. It. all’ erta (alia to the+erla 
watch-tower, fern. p.p. of ergere f. L 
erigere erect)] 

aleur'on, aleur'one, (-lur-), n. Albu¬ 
minoid substance found in seeds of plants 
etc. [Gk aleuron flour] 

Alexan'drian (3,1-), a. Relating to the 
late Greek civilization of Alexandria in 
Egypt, [-an] 

Alexan'drine (al-), a. & n. ~ (verse), 
iambic line of six feet or twelve syllables, 
[f. F alexandrin, of disputed orig.] 

alex'in, n. One of a class of substances 
found in blood serum capable of destroy¬ 
ing bacteria. [G, f. Gk alexo ward off, 
►IN]. 
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alexiphdr'mic, a. & n. (Having tho 
quality of) an antidote, [earlier -ac f. 
F alcxipharmaque f. Gk alexipharmakon 
remedy for poison (alexo ward off-}- 

jpharmakon poison)] 
alfal'fa, n. Lucerne. [Sp., f. Arab.] 
alfres'co, adv. & a. In the open air; 
open-air, as ~ lunch, [f. It. ctl fresco in 

_the fresh (air)] 
al'g|a, n. (pi. ~ae, pr. -je). Seaweed. 
Hence ~al, ~oid, ~olo'gicAL, aa., ~ist 

__(3) (-]-), ~ol'ogist, ~ol'ogy, nn. [L ] 
al'gebr|a, n. Investigation of the pro¬ 
perties of numbers & quantities by means 
of general symbols; quadruple™a, quater¬ 
nions. Hence ~a'ic(Ai) aa., ~a'icalLY2 

adv., ~(a)rsi nn. [It., f. Arab, aljebr 
reunion of broken parts (jabara reunite), 
bone-setting (obs. sense in E)] 

al'gid, a. Cold, esp. of cold stage of ague. 
Hence algid'lTY n. [f. F algide or L 
algidus (algere be cold, see -id1)] 

al'gorism, n. Arabic (decimal) notation; 
cipher in™, 0, mere dummy. [ME augrim, 
later algorisme, f. OF augorime, algorisme, 
f. med. L algorismus f. Arab. al-Khowa- 
razmi the man of Khiva, surname of a 
mathematician ] 

alguazil' (-gw-), n. Spanish warrant- 
-offlcerorsergeant. [Sp. (now -cil) f. Arab. 
al-wazir the vizier, minister (wazara)] 

al'gum, n. Tree mentioned in Bible (2 
Chron. ii. 8; in 1 Kings x. 11 wrongly 
given as almug), prob. a kind of sandal¬ 
wood. [Heb.] 

Alham'bra, n. Palace of Moorish kings 
at Granada. Hence alhambrESQUE' 
(-6sk) a. [f. Sp. f. Arab, al-hamra the 
red (house)] 

al'ias, adv. & n. (pi. ™es). (Name by 
which one is called) on other occasions. 
[L, = at another time, otherwise] 

al'ibi, adv. & n. (The plea that when an 
alleged act took place one was) elsewhere; 
•excuse (colloq.). [L, = elsewhere] 

alicyc'lic, a. (chem.). Combining the 
properties of aliphatic & cyclic com¬ 
pounds. [f. aliphatic + cyclic] 

al'idade, -ad, n. Index of astrolabe, 
quadrant, etc., showing the degrees cut 
off on the arc. [F; earlier allidatha (ME), 
alhidada, f. med. L, f. Arab, al-idadah 
the revolving radius l'add upper arm)] 

al'ien1, a. & n. 1. Not one’s own; foreign, 
under foreign allegiance; differing in 
nature (from)', repugnant (to). 2. n. 
Stranger; non-naturalized foreigner; one 
excluded from; (Law) —friend, -enemy, 
alien owing allegiance to friendly, hostile, 
country. Hence ~ism (2) n., study & 
treatment of mental diseases, ~ist n., 
specialist in such diseases. [ME, f. OF f. 
L alienus belonging to another (alius) ] 

al'Ien2, v.t. (Poet.) estrange; (Law) 
transfer ownership of. Hence ~ajble a., 
~aBn/iTY n. [ME, f. OF aliener f. L 
alienare (as prec.)] 

al'ienat|e, v.t. Estrange; transfer owner- 

alizarin 

ship of; turn away, divert (from). Hence 
_~0Rn. [ME, f. L as prec., see-ate2] 

aliena'tion, n. Estrangement; trans¬ 
ference of ownership; diversion to 
different purpose; (mental) ™, insanity. 
[ME, f. OF, or f. L alienatio (as prec., 
see -ation)] 

alienee', n. One to whom transfer of 
property is made. [alien2 + -ee] 

al'ifdrm, a. Wing-shaped, [f. L ala 
wing + -form ] 

alight'1 (-It), v.i. Dismount (from horse), 
descend (from carriage); settle, come to 
earth, from the air. [OE dlihtan (A- (1) 4- 
lihtan LIGHT6)] 

alight'2 (-it), a. Kindled; on fire; lighted 
up. [p.p. of obs. alight kindle; now only 
used predicatively, on anal, of a-blaze & 
other adv. compds] 

align' (-In), aline', v.t. & i. Place, lay, in a 
line; bring into line; esp. bring three or 
more points into a straight line, as ~ the 
sights (of rifle) & bull’s-eye', (intr.) form 
in line (as troops). Hence ~ment (-In'm-) 
n. [f. F aligner f. phr. ct ligne in a line2] 

alike', pred. a. & adv. Similar, like; (adv.) 
in like manner. [ME Hike, alike, etc., 
combining OE gelic (Y- & like1) & ON 
dlikr(= OE anlic, see A-(2))] 

al'iment, n. Food; (fig.) support, mental 
sustenance. Hence alimen'tAL a., ali- 

men'talLY2 adv. [late ME, f. F, or f. L 
alimentum (alere nourish, see -hent)] 

alimen'tary, a. Nourishing; performing 
functions of nutrition, as ~ canal; 
providing maintenance, [f. L alimen- 
tarius (as prec., see -ary1)] 

alimenta'tion, n. Nourishment; main¬ 
tenance. [f. med. L alimentatio (alimen- 
tare, as aliment, see -ation) ] 

al'lmony, n. Nourishment; maintenance; 
allowance due to wife from husband’s 
estate, on separation from certain causes, 
[f. L alimonia nutriment (alere nourish, 
see -moNY)] 

al'iped, a. & n. 1. Wing-footed. 2. n. ~ 
animal, e.g. bat. [f. L ala wing, pes pedis 
foot] 

aliphat'ic, a. (chem.). Of fat (as epithet 
of certain organic compounds), [f. Gk 
aleiphar -atos unguent, -ic] 

al'iqubt, a. & n. (part), part contained 
by the whole an integral number of 
times, integral factor, [f. F aliquote f. L 
aliquot some, so many] 

-ality, compd noun-suf. —- -al + -ty. Qual¬ 
ity, or instance of it, as (a) generality. 

alive', adv. & pred. a. In life, living; 
fully susceptible to (an idea etc.); active, 
brisk, as (colloq.) look ~, be brisk; 
swarming with, as river ~ with boats; any 
man ~ (whatever); man (colloq. 
expletive). [OE on life, ME on live; see 
a2 prep., life] 

aliz'arin, n. Red colouring matter of 
madder, [f. F alizari madder prob. f. 
Arab, al the+'agarah extract ('agara v. 
press); see -in ] 
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al'kahest, n. Alchemist’s supposed uni¬ 
versal solvent (also fig.)- [sham Arab., 
prob. invented by Paracelsus] 

alkales'clent, a. & n. Incipiently or 
slightly alkaline (substance). Hence 
~ence, ~ency, nn. [f. foil., see -escent] 

al'kali, n. (pi. ~s, ~es). (Chem.) series of 
compounds called bases, including soda, 
potash, & ammonia, highly soluble in 
water, producing caustic or corrosive 
solutions that neutralize strong acids, & 
turn vegetable yellows to brown, reds 
to blue, purples to green; (Commerc.) 
caustic soda., caustic potash, other alka¬ 
line products. Hence ~fi'AHLE a., ~fy 
v.t. [ME, f. med. L f. Arab, al-qaliy 
calcined ashes (qalay fry)] 

alkalim'etry, n. Measurement of strength 
of alkalis, [alkali + -metky ] 

al'kaline, a. Of alkalis; of the nature of 
an alkali; ~ metals, those whose hydrox¬ 
ides are alkalis, [f. alkali + -ine l, or f. 
F] 

al'kaloid, n. Nitrogenous basic substance. 
Hence alkaloid'AL a. [f. G, as prec. + 
-OID ] 

al'kanet, n. (Plant whose root yields) a 
red dye. [ME, f. Sp. alcaneta, dim. of 
alcana f. Arab, al-henna the henna shrub ] 

all (awl), a., n., & adv. 1. adj. (w. noun 
etc. expressed or understood). The whole 
amount, quantity, or extent of, as ~ day, 
~ England, ~ his life, & ~ that, take it 
~, ~ whom I saw; the greatest possible, 

as~ speed; (w. pi.) the entire number of, 

as ~ men, ~ the others; ~ kind(s) of, every 

kind of; any whatever, as renounce ~ 
connexion; ~ the time1; high, 
(low), a record high, (low), level or figure. 

2. n. ~ men, as ~ were agreed; (in scoring 
at games) for both sides (the score was two 
~; love ~, no score to either side); (w. of) 
the whole, every one, as ~ of it, ~ of us; 
everything (that is ~; ~ is lost); one’s 
whole property, as he lost his~;~ along of 
(vulg.), owing to; ~ but, everything short 
of (used adv.), as ~ but impossible, he was 
~ but drowned; ~-in, inclusive of ~, as 
~-in wrestling, unrestricted style; ; ~ in 
~, of paramount or exclusive impor¬ 
tance ; ~ one, just the same, as it is ~ one 
to me; ~-up, (of aircraft) total (weight) of 
machine, crew, passengers, cargo, etc. 
when in ah-; ~ very fine or well, colloq. 
formula of dissatisfaction, as ~ very fine, 
but I shall stand it no longer; at ~, in any 
way, as not at ~, did you speak at (not 
in affirmative sent.); in ~, in total num¬ 
ber; one & ~, ~ <£• some (arch.), ~ <£• 
sundry, ~ individually & collectively. 
3. adv. Wholly, quite, as dressed ~ (orig. 
an adj.) in white, ~ covered with mud, ~ 
the better, ~ at once, ~ too soon; All Blacks 
(colloq.). New Zealand rugby football 
international team; —clear, signal that 
danger is over, esp. from enemy aircraft; 

fired (si.), extreme(ly), excessive(ly); 
~ in, exhausted; ~ out, involving ~ one’s 

allegory 

strength or resources, as he was going 
~ out, at full speed; ~ over; ~-overish 
(colloq.), indisposed ~ over the body; 
|| red, (of cable, line, etc.) British 
throughout; ~ right, (adv.) as desired, 
satisfactorily, certainly (that’s the man ~ 
right), (pred. a.) safe & sound, in good 
state, satisfactory, (sent.) I consent, ~ is 
well, (also iron, in threats, as ~ right! you 
shall repent this); —round adj., having 
ability in many departments, as an — 
-round sportsman, so rounder, n.; ~ 
there (colloq.), sane, in one’s senses, as 
he’s not quite ~ there; ~ the same: just the 
same, making no difference, (it’s ~ the 
same to me whether he comes or not; if it’s 
~ the same to you, if you don’t mind); 
in spite of this, notwithstanding, how¬ 
ever, (he teas punished ~ the same, in spite 
of extenuating circumstances etc.; ~ the 
same I wish you hadn’t done it). 4. Combb.: 
All-father, Odin, God; All Fools’ Day, 
first of April; All Hallows (arch.). All 
Saints’ Day, general celebration of saints, 
November 1st; All Souls’ Day, day of 
supplication for souls of faithful deceased, 
Nov. 2nd. All is prefixed to many adjj., 
as bountiful, righteous, sufficient, 
& esp. to partt., as ~-sufficing, ~-seeing, 
—knowing. [OE all, call, Gmc] 

Allah (al'o) n. Name of God among 
Mohammedans. [Arab, allah contr. of 
al-ilah (al the + ilah god = Heb. eloah)] 

allay', v.t. Put down, repress; alleviate 
(pain etc.); diminish (pleasure etc.). [OE 
alecgan f. A- (1)+lay3; ME ale.gge, aleye, 
alaye confused w. obs. allege alleviate & 
obs. allay alloy] 

allegation, n. Alleging; assertion (esp. 
one not proved). [ME, f. OP’, or f. L 
allegatio (allegare allege, see -ation)] 

allegle', v.t. Affirm; advance as argument 
or excuse. Hence ~ed' (-Cjd) a., ~'edLY2 
adv., (used in statements for which 
author disclaims responsibility), [f. AF 
alegier, OF esligier f. Rom. *ex-litigare 
clear at law; confused in sense w. L 
allegare (see prec.)] 

alle'giance (-jans), n. Duty of subject to 
sovereign or government; loyalty (lit. 
& fig.). [ME yar. ( +a- (4), by confusion 
of form w. obs. allegeance (prec.) allega¬ 
tion, or of form & sense w. med. L 
aXliganlia alliance), of ligeaunce f. OF f. 
lige (liege, -ance)] 

allego'ric, a. Pertaining to, of the nature 
of, allegory. Hence ~al a., ~ali.Y2 adv. 
[ME, f. F -ique or LL allegoricus f. Gk (as 
foil., see -ic)] 

all'egor|ize, -ise (-iz), v.t. & i. Treat as 
an allegory; make allegories. Hence ~ist 

n. [f. F -iser or LL allegorizare f. Gk (as 
foil., see -ize)] 

all'egory, n. Narrative description of a 
subject under guise of another sugges¬ 
tively similar; emblem. [ME, f. OF -ie or 
L f. Gk allegoria (alios other + -agoria 
speaking)] 
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dllegrStt'o, adv. (mus.). Somewhat brisk¬ 
ly. [It.] 

Alleg'ro (-la-), a., adv., n. (mils.). Lively, 
^gay; (movement) in brisk time. [It. ] 
all^lu'ia (-ldoya), n. Song of praise to 

God. [f. LL f. (Septuagint) Gk allelouia 
J. Heb. halleluyah praise ye Jehovah] 
all'emande, n. Name of several German 
dances; country dance figure. [F, = Ger¬ 
man] 

all'ergy, n. (med.). Changed reactivity 
produced by a subsequent inoculation or 
treatment with the same thing, (more 
widely) sensitiveness to the action of 
particular foods, pollens, insect-bites, etc. 
Hence alldk'gic a., relating to or charac¬ 
terized by ~, (colloq.) sensitive (esp. 
antipathetic) to. [in G allergic, f. Gk alios 
other, after energie energy] 

allev'I|ate, v.t. Relieve, mitigate. Hence 
~a'tion, ~at0R, nn., ~ativE, ~atORY, aa. 
[f. LL XLleviare lighten (levis light), see 
-ATE3] 

all'ey, n. (pi. ~s). Walk, passage, esp. 
in park or garden; narrow street; blind 
~, one closed at end, enclosure for 
skittles etc. [ME, f. OF alee, walking, 
passage, f. alcr go ] 

Alleyn'ian (alen-), n. Member of Dulwich 
College. [E. Alleyn, founder (d. 1026)] 

All-hall'ow(s) (-6, -oz), n. All saints (in 
heaven), as All hallows’ day. Allhallow- 
mass. [ALL + HALLOW1] 

allia'ceous (-shws), a. Of the genus 
Allium, including garlic, onions, & 
leeks; smelling, tasting, of garlic etc. [f. 
L allium garlic + -aceous ] 

alli'ance, n. Union by marriage; relation¬ 
ship ; confederation (esp. between States); 
community in nature or qualities; (Bot.) 
group of allied families. [ME, f. OF 
alianee (as ally1, see -ance)j 

all'igator, n. Genus of saurian reptiles of 
crocodile family, found in America; other 
large American saurians; ~ apple, pear, 
fruit of W. Indian trees; ~ tortoise, 
snapping turtle. [16th c. (a)lagarlo f. Sp. 
el lagarto the lizard f. L lacertus] 

allit'erat|e, v.i. (Use words that) begin 
with the same letter or sound. Hence ~ive 

a., ~iveLY2(-vl-) adv. [back-form. f. foil. ] 
allitera'tion, n. Commencement of 
words in close connexion (esp. in early 
Teut. poetry, of accented syllables) with 
the samo letter or sound, [f. med. L 
(15th c.) allileratio; cf. F alliteration] 

alio-, comb, form of Gk alios other. 
all'oc|ate, v.t. Assign, devote, (to person 
or object); locate. Hence or cogn. ~able 

a., ~a'tion n. [f. med. L aLlocare (locus 
place), see -ate3] 

allocu'tion, n. Formal hortatory address 
(esp. one delivered by the Pope), [f. L 
allocvtio -onis f. alloqui exhort] 

al(l)5d'i|um, n. Estate held in absolute 
ownership, without acknowledgement to 
a superior (opp. to feudum). Hence ~al 

a., ~alLY2 adv., ~alisn, ~aliST, nn. [f. 

allspice 
med. L f. Frankish *allod entire property 
(all + <id estate); also anglicized allod, 
allody ] 

allog'amy, n. (bot.). Cross-fertilization. 
[f. ALLO- -j—GAMY ] 

allop'athly, n. Curing of a diseased 
action by inducing another action of a 
different kind (opp. to homoeopathy). 
Hence allopath'ic a., allopath'icALLY 
adv., ~ist n. [in G allopalhie, f. allo- + 
-pathie -pathy] 

allophyl'ian, a. & n. (One whose native 
tongue is) neither Aryan nor Semitic, [f. 
LL f. Gk allophulos (allo- + phule tribe) 
+-IAN] 

allot', v.t. (-tt-). Distribute by lot or 
with authority; assign (to), [f. OF aloter 
f. (X to + lot; see lot ] 

all'otheism, n. Worship of strange gods. 
[f. allo- -f Gk theos god + -ism ] 

allot'ment, n. Apportioning; lot in life; 
share allotted to one; || small portion of 
land let out for cultivation, [f. F allote- 
ment (aloter, see allot & -ment)] 

allot'ropjy, n. Variation of physical pro¬ 
perties without change of substance. 
Hence allotrop'ic(AL) aa., allotrop'- 
icalL\r2 adv., ~ism n. [f. Gk allotropia f. 
allotropos (allo- +tropos manner f. trepo 
turn)] 

allottee', n. One to whom allotment is 
made. [f. allot-]--EE] 

allow', v.t. & i. Admit (thing to be, that); 
permit (practice, person to do); (refi.) 
indulge oneself in (conduct); (intr.) admit 
of; give (limited periodical sum), as ~ 
him £200 a year; add, deduct, in con¬ 
sideration of something; ~ for, take into 
consideration, make addition or deduc¬ 
tion corresponding to; ~ me (formula in 
offering services). Hence ~able a., 
~abLY2 adv.; ~edLY2 adv., admittedly. 
[ME, f. OF alouer f. (1) L aLlaudare praise, 
(2) med. L allocare place] 

allow'ance1, n. Permission; tolerance 
(of); a limited portion or sum esp. of 
money or food; deduction, discount; 
make ~ for, allow for. [ME, f. OF 
alouance (as prec., see -ance)] 

allow'ance2, v.t. Make allowance to (per¬ 
son) ; supply (thing) in limited quantities, 
[f. prec.] 

alloy'1 (or al'oi), n. Standard, quality, (of 
gold or silver); inferior metal mixed esp. 
with gold or silver (also fig.); mixture of 
metals, [f. F aloi, OF alei (whence obs. 
E allay), f. aleier combine f. L ALligare 
bind] 

alloy'2, v.t. Mix with baser metal; mix 
(metals); debase; moderate, [f. F aloyer, 
OF aleier, see prec.] 

all'seed (awl-), n. Name of various plants 
producing much seed, 

all'spice (awl-), n. Jamaica pepper, 
pimento, supposed to combine flavour of 
cinnamon, nutmeg, and cloves; other 
aromatic shrubs, as Carolina ~, Japan 
~, wild 
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allude' (-00-, -u-), v.i. Refer covertly, 
indirectly, to; (improp.) ~ to, mean. [f. 
L ai{lucLere Ins- play)] 

allure', v.t., & n. Tempt, entice, win over, 
{to, from, person, place, conduct); fasci¬ 
nate, charm; (n.) charm, attractiveness. 
Hence ~ment (-ur'm-) n. [ME, f. OF 
al(e)urer attract (a ad --Vleurre lure)] 

allu'sion (-loozhn, -lu-), n. Covert, im¬ 
plied, indirect, reference {to), [f. F, or LL 
allusio (as allude, see -ion)] 

allus'ive (-loos-, -lus-), a. Containing an 
allusion (to); abounding in allusions; 
(Her.) ~ (canting) arms. Hence ~ly2 

(-vl-) adv., ~ness (-vn-) n. [as prec., see 
-IVE] 

alluv'ion (-00-, -u-), n. Wash of sea, river, 
against shore, banks; flood; matter 
deposited by flood; (Law) formation of 
new land by water’s action. [F, f. L 
alluvionem (nom. -vio) f. lucre wash ] 

alluv'i|um (-00-, -u-), n. (pi. —a, —ums). 
Deposit of earth, sand, etc., left by flood. 
Hence ~al a. [LL, neut. of adj. ALluvius 
(luZre wash)] 

ally'1 (or di'i), v.t. Combine, unite, for 
special object to, with, (esp. of marriage & 
alliance with foreign states); (of things) 
allied to, connected with. [ME, f. OF 
alter {aleier) f. L Ailigare bind, cf. ALLOY1] 

all'y2 (or all'), n. Person, state, etc., allied 
with another, [f. prec. ] 

all'y3, *all'ey, n. Choice playing-marble 
of marble or alabaster, [perh. dim. of 
alabaster] 

al'ma(h), n. Egyptian dancing-girl. 
[Arab, 'almah knowing {'alama know)] 

al'magest, n. Great astronomical treatise 
of Ptolemy; other books on astrology & 
alchemy. [ME, f. OF f. Arab, al the 
+majisli = Gk megiste greatest ] 

Al'ma Mat'er (a-), n. Name used of Uni¬ 
versities & schools. [L, = bounteous 
mother ] 

al'manac, -ack, (awl-), n. Annual calen¬ 
dar of months & days, with astronomical 
& other data. [14th c. almenak — 13th c. 
med. L almanac{h), F -ach, Sp. -que, It. 
■aceo, of unkn. orig. ] 

al'mandine, n. A garnet of violet tint. 
[F, alt. of obs. alabandine f. LL alaban- 
clina {Alabanda, city in Caria)] 

almi'ghty (awlmitT), a. & adv. All- 
-powerful, esp. A— God, the A—; (si.) great, 
(adv.) exceedingly. Hence almi'ghti- 
ness n. [OE eelmiehtig (all adv. + 
MIGHTY)] 

almir'ali (-a), n. (Anglo-Ind.). Wardrobe, 
movable cupboard. [Hind., f. Port. 
almario f. L armarium (see ambry)] 

alm'ond (ahm-), n. Kernel of a stone- 
-fruit borne by two trees {sweet, bitter, —) 
allied to plum & peach; anything ~- 
-shaped. [ME almand{e) etc. f. OF f. med. 
L amandula f. L amygdala, Gk amugdale] 

almoner (ahm'oner, al1), n. Official distri¬ 
butor of alms; Hereditary Grand A-, Lord 
High A-, (officers in royal household 
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of Great Britain); medico-social worker 
attached to a hospital. [ME aumoner etc., 
f. AF aumoner, OF -ier, f. Rom. *ahno- 
sinarius f. med. L eleemosynarius (as 
alms, see -ARY1)] 

al'most (awl-), adv. All but, very nearly 
(qualifying v., adv., adj.; also noun, as 
his — impudence), [f. all + most adv.] 

alms (ahmz), n. (usu. as sing.). Charitable 
relief of the poor; donation; —-folk, 
almsman, (supported by charity); — 
-giving;—house. Hone founded by charity 
for reception of poor. [OE eelmysse f. 
pop. L (Rom.) *alimosina, altered f. LL 
eleemosyna, elemosina, f. Gk eleemosune 
compassionateness (eleemon adj. f. eleos 
compassion)] 

al'mug, See algum. 

al'oe, n. Genus of plants with erect spikes 
of flowers & bitter juice; (pi.) purgative 
drug procured from juice of ~s; other 
plants, as American —, Agave. [OE 
aluwe f. L f. Gk aloe] 

aloet'ic, a. & n. (Medicine) containing 
aloes, [f. Gk aloe aloe on false anal, of 
diuretic etc. ] 

aloft' {or -aw-), adv. & pred. a. High up 
(lit. & fig.); upward. [ME, f. ON d lopt 
(d in, on, to, -f lopt air); cf. lift, loft] 

alone', pred. a. & adv. Solitary; standing 
by oneself (in opinion etc.); let, leave, —, 
abstain from interfering with; (adv.) 
only, exclusively. [ME, f. all adv. + ONE] 

along', adv. & prep. From end to end of; 
through any part of the length of; on¬ 
ward, as get —; ~ with, in company with, 
in conjunction with; all —, all the time; 
(all) ~ of (vulg.), owing to; || —-ships, 
directed fore & aft; r—shore, — by the 
shore, ~ & on the shore; —side, close to 
side of ship; —side of, side by side with 
(lit. & fig.). [OE andlang (and- against, 
facing, -Viang long1), orig. adj.] 

aloof', adv. & pred. a. Away, apart, (lit. 
& fig.), as stand, keep, hold, ~; (Naut.) 
away to windward, as spring — (cf. luff). 

Hence ~ness n. [f. a prep. +luff] 

alSpe'cia, n. (med.). Baldness, [f. L, f. 
Gk alopekia fox-mange f. alopex fox] 

aloud', adv. Loudly; not in a whisper; 
(colloq.) noticeably, as reeks —. (f. a prep. 
+ LOUD ] 

alow' (-6), adv. (naut.). In, into, lower 
part of vessel, [f. a prep. + low a.] 

alp, n. Mountain-peak; (in Switzerland) 
green pasture-land on mountain-side; 
Alps, mountain ranges separating France 
& Italy, [(pi.) f. F Alpes f. L] 

alpac'a, n. Kind of llama with long 
woolly hair; its wool; fabric thence made. 

_[f. Sp. f. paco, native Peruv. name] 
al'penstock, n. Long iron-shod staff used 
in climbing Alps etc. [G, = Alp-stick] 

al'pha, n. Greek letter A (a, a); A— and 
Omega, beginning & end; (Astron.) chief 
star of constellation; ~ particles, rays, 
helium nuclei emitted by radio-active 
substances (orig. regarded as rays); ~ 
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plus, superlatively good. [ME, f. Gk, f. 
Heb. aleph ox, leader] 

al'phabet, n. Set of letters used in a 
language; first rudiments. Hence alpha¬ 
betic a. [f. LL alphabelum (Gk alpha, 
beta, first two letters of alphabet)] 

alphabetical, a. Of the alphabet, as ~ 
order. Hence ~1Y2 adv. [as prec. + -ical ] 

Al'pine (a-), a. & n. Of the Alps or any 
lofty mountains; (n.) ~ plant, [f. L 
Alpinus (Alpes, see ALP & -ine1)] 

Al'pinist (a-), n. Alpine climber, [f. F 
alpiniste (as prec., see -1ST)] 

already (awlrSd'I), adv. Beforehand; by 
this time, thus early, [f. ail adv. +ready] 

Alsati|a (alsash'a), Alsace (al's&s), nu. 
Province west of Rhine, re-ceded by 
Germany to France 1919; White Friars in 
London, once sanctuary for lawbreakers. 
Hence ~an (-shun) a.; ~tm (wolf-liound), 
a breed of dog. [L form of G Elsass, F 
Alsace] 

al'sike, n. Kind of clover. [Alsike in 
Sweden] 

aFso (awl-), adv. In addition, besides; 
~-r<m n., horse not placed in first three 
in race, person(s) that failed to win 
distinction, [comb, of all = altogether, 

^wholly, +S0 (OE al + swa)) 
alt, n. (Mus.) high note, esp. in ~, in 
octave above treble stave beginning with 
G; (fig.) in ~, in an exalted frame of 
mind; ~-horn, brass wind-instrument of 
saxhorn type. [f. It. alio alto f. L altus 
(cf. G alt 1540)] 

al'tar (awl-), n. Flat-topped block for 
offerings to deity; Communion Table; 
lead to the ~, marry; ^-cloth, (prop.) 
linen cloth used at Communion or Mass, 
(loosely) silk frontal & super-frontal; 
~-piece, reredos, esp. a painting. [OE 
altar, -er f. LL altar(e), -ium (altus high)] 

al'tarwise (awl-), adv. In the manner 
of an altar. 

altaz'imuth, n. Instrument for deter¬ 
mining altitude & azimuth of heavenly 
bodies, [alt- for altitude + azimuth] 

al'ter (awl-), v.t. & i. Change in character, 
position, etc. Hence or cogn. ~auiL'iTY, 

~a'tion, nn., ~able a. [ME, f. OF 
alterer f. LL alterare (L alter other) ] 

alterative (awl-), a. & n. Tending to 
alter; (n.) medicine, treatment, that 
alters processes of nutrition. [ME, f. 
med. L allerativus (prec., -ative)] 

al'terc|ate (ait-, awlt-), v.i. Dispute 
hotly, wrangle, (with). So ~a'tion n. [f. 
L altercari, see -ate3] 

Al'ter £g'o, n. One’s other self, intimate 
friend. [L, = second I] 

altdrn'ant (ait-, awlt-), a. & n. Alterna¬ 
ting; (Min.) of alternating layers; (n.) ~ 
quantity. [F, part, of alterner f. L 
alternare alternate] 

altdrn'ate1 (awl-), a. & n. 1, (Of things of 
two kinds) coming each after one of the 
other kind; (Biol.) ~ generation (by ~ 
processes, as first by budding, next by 
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sexual reproduction); ~ leaves, angles 
(placed alternately on the two sides of 
stem, line). 2. n. (awl-). ‘Deputy, sub¬ 
stitute. Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv. [f. L 
alternare do one thing after the other 
(ialternus every other f. alter other), see 
-ATE2] 

al'tern|ate2 (awl-), v.t. & i. Arrange, 
perform, (two sets of things) alternately; 
interchange (one thing) alternately with, 
by, another; (of two things) succeed each 
other by turns; (of a whole) consist of 
alternate things; (of one class of things) 
appear alternately with another. So 
~a'tion n.; ~atOR n., dynamo giving 
an mating current (reversing its direction 
at regular intervals), [f. prec.] 

altfirn'ative (awl-), a. & n. 1. (Of two 
things) mutually exclusive. 2. n. (Strictly) 
permission to choose between two things; 
(loosely) either of two possible courses, as 
I had no (oilier) ~; one of more than two 
possibilities. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv. [f. 
med. L alternativus (as prec., see -ative)] 

although (awldho'), conj. Though. [ME, 
f. all adv. + THOUGH] 

altim'eter, n. Aeronautical aneroid for 
showing height above sea level. [L altus 
high, -meter] 

al'titude, n. Height; depth; (Geom.) 
length of perpendicular from vertex to 
base; height above sea level; (usu. in pi.) 
high place; (fig.) eminence. [ME, f. L 
altitudo (altus high), see -tude] 

al'tS, n. (mus.). Highest male voice, 
counter-tenor; its musical part; female 
voice of similar range, contralto; its part; 
singer with ~ voice; tenor violin; ~- 
-clarinet, -trombone, instruments similar to 
the clarinet, trombone. [It. alto (canto) 
high (singing); cf. earlier (16th c.) alt] 

altogether (awltog8dh'er), adv. & n. 

Totally; on the whole; (n.) an~, a whole; 
the ~ (colloq.), the nude, [early ME f. all 
-(-TOGETHER] 

al'to-reliev'o (-le-), n. (sculp.). High 
relief. [It. alto-rilievo] 

al'tru|lsm (-rdo-), n. Regard for others as 
a principle of action. Hence ~ist n., 
~is'tio a., ~is'tiCALLY adv. [f. F altru- 
isme f. It. altrui (= F autrui) somebody 
else; see -ism] 

al'um, n. A double sulphate of alumin¬ 
ium & potassium; series of salts 
including this; family of compounds 
including these; (Min.) various native 
minerals, alums proper & pseudo-alums. 
[ME, f. OF, f. L alumen alumin-] 

alum'ina (-loo-), n. One of the earths, the 
only oxide of aluminium, [f. L alumen 
alum, on type of soda etc. ] 

alumin'ium, *alum'mum, n. White 
light sonorous ductile malleable metal, 
not tarnished by air, used for instruments 
& as an alloy; ~ bronze, alloy of ~ & 
copper, [altered (after sodium etc.) f. 
aluminum, earlier alumium; see alum, 

-ium] 
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alum'inous (-loo-), a. Of the nature of 
alum or alumina, [f. F alumineux or L 
aluminosus (alumen alum, see -ous)J 

alum'n|us, n. (pi. ~i; fem. ~a, pi. ~ae). 
(Former) pupil or student. [L, = foster- 
-cliild] 

alve'olate, a. Honeycombed, pitted with 
small cavities, [f. L alveolalus f. foil., see 
-ATE2] 

alve'ol|us, n. Small cavity; socket of 
tooth, whence ~ar1 a.; cell of honey¬ 
comb ; conical chamber of a belemnite. 
[L, dim. of alveus cavity] 

always (awl'waz, -Iz), adv. At all times; 
on all occasions (~ excepting, provided, 
etc., legal formulae). [OE (acc. case) alne 
weg, now (arch, or poet.) alway; super¬ 
seded in ME by (gen. case) alle(s) weis 
always ] 

am. See be. 

amadavat', av-, n. Small Indian song- 
-bird. [place-name] 

am'adou (-do), n, German tinder, pre¬ 
pared from fungi, used as a match & 
styptic. [F, f. Pr. f. L amalorem lover 
{amare, see -or)] 

amah (ah'ma), n. (S. India, formerly) 
wet-nurse; (China & Far East) child’s 
(native) nurse, [f. Port, avia nurse] 

amain', adv. (arch., poet.). Vehemently; 
in all haste, [a prep. + main2] 

amal'gam, n. Mixture of a metal with 
mercury, as gold ~; plastic mixture of 
any substances (also fig.), [late ME, f, F 
atnalgame or med. L amalgama, prob. f. L 
f. Gk malagma an emollient] 

amalgamate1, a. Combined, esp. of 
languages, [f. prec. ■+■ -ate2] 

amal'gam|ate2, v.t. & i. Mix; unite 
(classes, societies, companies, ideas, etc.); 
(of metals) combine with mercury. Hence 
~a'tion n., ~ating or being ~ated, 
merging of two or more business concerns 
into one; ~atOR n., ~atiVE a. [f. prec., 
see -ate3] 

amaniien'sis, n. (pi. -rises). One who 
writes from dictation or copies manu¬ 
script. [L, adj. used as n., f. (servus) a 
manu secretary + -ensis belonging to ] 

am'arant(h), n. Imaginary unfading 
flower; genus, including prince’s feather 
& love-lies-bleeding; purple colour. 
Hence amaran't(h)iNE1 a. [f. F ama- 
rante f. L f. Gk amarantos everlasting 
(a- not +maraind wither); h by confusion 
with Gk anlhos flower] 

amaryll'is, n. Kinds of bulbous plant. 
[L, f. Gk Amarullis, name of a country 
girl] 

amass', v.t. Heap together; accumulate 
(esp. riches), [f. F amasser f. a (= a- 

(4)) +masser (f. masse mass2)] 

am'ateur (-tur or amatdr'), n. One who 
is fond of; one who cultivates a thing as a 
pastime. Hence amateur'iSH (-tur-) a., 
amateur'ishLY2 adv., amateur'ish- 

ness, amateur'isM, nn. [F, f. L arnatorem 
(amare love, see -or)] 
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Amati (ahmah'te), n. Violin or violoncello 
made by a member of the Amali family of 
Cremona (fl. c. 1570 onwards) 

am'atlve, a. Disposed to loving, nence 
~ness (-vn-) n. [f. L amare love, see 
-ative ] 

am'atol, n. High explosive made from 
TNT & ammonium nitrate, [irreg. f. 
AM(MONIUM) + (TRINITRO)TOL(UENE) ] 

am'atory, a. Pertaining to a lover or to 
sexual love. Hence amator'iAL a. [f. L 
amatorius (amare love, see -ORY)] 

amaur |5s'ls (-or-), n. Partial or total loss 
of sight from disease of optic nerve. 
Hence ~6t'ic a, [f. LL f. Gk, f. amauroo 
darken (amauros dark), see -osis ] 

amazle'1, v.t. Overwhelm with wonder. 
Hence ~'edLY2, ~'ingLY2, advv., ~e'- 
ment (-zm-) n. [ME, peril, f. OE dmasian 
(once); see maze ] 

amaze'2, n. (poet.). = amazement, [f. 
prec.] 

Am'azon (a-), n. Fabulous race of female 
warriors in Scythia; female warrior (lit. 
& fig.); masculine woman. Hence 
Amazon'iAN (&-) a. [ME, f. L f. Gk 
(prob. foreign word, but explained by 
Greeks as a- not -Vmazos breast, from 
removal of right breast to facilitate use 
of bow)] 

amba'ges (-jez), n. pi. Roundabout 
ways. [ME, f. OF f. L ambages circuits; 
in mod. use as direct f. L ] 

am'ban, n. Chinese resident official in 
Tibet. [Manchu, = minister] 

ambass'ador, n. Minister sent by one 
sovereign or State on mission to another 
(usu. A~ Extraordinary); minister of 
highest rank permanently representing 
sovereign or State at foreign court or 
government (Ordinary, Resident, A~; 
formerly A~ Leger); A~ Plenipotentiary 
(with full power to sign treaties etc.); 
official messenger. Hence ambassa- 
dor'Ial a. [ME ; many early forms; mod. 
sp. f. F ambassadeur f. Rom. *am- 
bactiatorem f. *ambactiare f. med. L 
ambactia charge, office, f. L ambactus 
servant, of Celtic orig. ] 

ambass'adress, n. Female ambassador; 
ambassador’s wife. [f. prec. +-ess1] 

am'ber, n. & a. 1. Yellow translucent 
fossil resin, found chiefly on S. shore of 
Baltic; ~ Fauna, Flora, animals, plants, 
of which remains are found in ~ ; (of) the 
intermediate cautionary traffic light 
between red (= stop) and green (= go). 
2. adj. Made of, coloured like,~. [ME, f. 
OF ambre or med. L ambra etc. f. Arab. 
'anbar ambergris, to which the name orig. 
belonged] 

am'bergris (-es), n. Wax-like substance 
found floating in tropical seas, & in 
intestines of sperm-whale, odoriferous & 
used in perfumery, formerly in cookery, 
[late ME, f. OF ambre gris grey amber] 

ambidex'ter, a. & n. (Person) able to 
use left hand as well as right, double- 
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dealing. Hence ambidexte'riTY n. [LL am'bulance, n. Moving hospital follow- 

JamO-on both Bides+dea:<er right-handed)] ing army; conveyance for sick or 
ambidex t(e)rous, a. = prec. Hence ~ly2 wounded persons. [F (L ambulare walk. 
»aa7".~NKSS n. [as prec.+-ous] see-ANCE)] 

am blent, a. Surrounding, circumfused. am'bulant, a. (path.). (Of a disease) 
[t. L ambicns -entis part, of ambire go shifting from one part of the body to 

_about (amb- on both sides +ire go)] another, not confining patients to bed; 
ambigu lty, n. Double meaning; expres- (of treatment) involving exercise on part 

capa,,J!e of moro than one meaning, of patient, [f. part, of L ambulare walk, 
IMF, f. OF ambiguile or L ambiguitas (as see -ant] 

'TY)1 am'bulatory, a. & n. 1, Pertaining to 
ambiguous, a. Obscure; of double walking; adapted for walking; movable; 
meaning; of doubtful classification; of not permanent. 2. n. Place for walking; 
uncertain issue. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness arcade, cloister, [f. L ambulatorius (as 
n. [f. L ambiguus doubtful f. ambigere prec., see-ory)] 

Jamb- both ways+offere drive)+ -ocs] ambuscade'1, n. Ambush, [f. F embus- 
am bit, n. Precincts; bounds; compass, cade f. It. imboscata or Sp. emboscada 
extent, [f. L ambitus a going round (iml>oscare, sec A5rnu.su v. and -ade)] 

(ambire, see ambient)] ambuscade'2, v.t. & i. Lie, conceal, in 
ambi tion, n. Ardent desire for distinc- ambush, [f. prec. ] 
tion; aspiration (to be, to do); object of am'bush1 (-dbsh), n. Concealment of 
such desire. [ME, f. OF f. L ambitionem troops, troops concealed, in a wood etc.; 
(ambire -it-, canvass for votes, see am- (generally) lying in wait; make, lay, an ~, 

Jbient & -ion)] lie in [earlier en-, em-, f. OF embusche 
ambi'tious (-shus), a. Full of ambition; (as foil.)] 
strongly desirous (of a thing, to do); am'bush2 (-dbsh), v.t. & i. Conceal 
showing ambition, as an ~ attempt. Hence (troops, only in p.p.); lie in wait for; 
-~ly2 adv.,~NESS n. (ME, f. OF ambitious attack from ambush; (intr.) lie in wait. 

w°r Lambitiosus (as prec., see -ous)] [earlier en-, em-, etc. f. OB’ embnscher, 
ambiv'allence, n. Co-existenco in one -buissier, f. Rom. *imboscare (*boscus 
person of the emotional attitudes of love bush) ] 
and hate towards the same object. So mne damnee (see Ap.), n. Tool, devoted 

j^ent a. [f. L ambo both, after equivalence] adherent. [F] 
am'ble1, v.i. (Of horses etc.) move by ameer', amir' (-el), n. Title of various 
lifting two feet on one side together; ride Mohammedan rulers in Scinde & Afghan- 
an ambling horse, ride at an easy pace; istan. [Arab, amir commander (amara 
move in a way suggesting an ambling command); cf. emir] 
horse. [ME, f. OF ambler f. L ambulare amel'ior|ate, v.t. & i. (Cause to) become 

_walk] better. Hence ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn., 
am'ble2, n. Pace of an ambling horse; ~attVE a. [f. earlier meliorate after F 
easy pace. [ME, f. OF f. ambler, see amiliorer alt. f. OF ameillorer (meilleur, 

_prec. ] L meliorem better)] 
amblylop'ia, n. Impaired vision. Hence amen' (a-, ah-), int. So be it. [f. LL f. Gk 
~op 'io a. [Gk, f. ambluopos a. (amblus f. Heb. amen certainty, certainly (aman 
dull +dps opos eye)] strength)] 

am'bo, n. (pi. ~s, ~nes pr. -on'es). Pulpit amen'lable, a. (Of persons) responsible 
in early Christian churches, [med. L, f. (to law etc. or abs.); (of things) liable to; 
Gk ambon rim, (med. Gk pulpit)] capable of being tested by (to); respon- 

amboy'na (wood), n. Finely marked sive, tractable. Hence ~amr/iTY, ~able- 
wood of an Asian tree. [Amboyna ness, nn., ~abLY2 adv. [AF (Law Fr.), f. 
Island] F amener bring to (d to + mener bring f. L 

ambro'sia (-zia, -zhya), n. (Myth.) food minare threaten), see -able] 
of the gods; anything delightful to taste amend', v.i. & t. Abandon evil ways; 
or smell; bee-bread, [f. L f. Gk, elixir (arch.) improve in health; correct an 
of life, f. ambrotos (a- not -r(m)brotos error in (legal document), make professed 
mortal) ] improvements in (measure before Parlia- 

ambro'sial (-zial, -zhyal), a. Divinely ment); make better. Hence ~able a., 
fragrant; divine. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. ~ment n. [ME, f. OF amender f. Rom. 
L f. Gk ambrosias divine + -al] *admendare for L emendara emend] 

am'bry, aum-, n. (arch.). Pantry; wall- amende honorable (see Ap.), n. Public 
-press; dresser; closed recess in wall of apology & reparation. [F] 
church. [ME ar-, almarie, later aumery, amends' (-z), n. Reparation, restitution, 
aumbry, f. OF, f. med. L ar-, almarium compensation, as make ~. [ME, f. OF 
(-ia) f. L armarium closet, chest] amendes penalties, fine, pi. of amende 

ambs-ace (amz as'), n. Both aces, lowest reparation f. amender amend; pi. now 
throw at dice; bad luck; worthlessness, treated in E as sing. ] 
[ME, f. OF ambes as f. L ambo both; see amen'ity, n. Pleasantness (of places, per- 
ace ; also written ames- ] sons, etc.); (pi.) pleasant ways. [ME, f. OF 
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amenile or L amoenilas, f. amoenus 
pleasant, see -ty ] 

a niSn'sa St tov'o, adv. From board & 
bed. [L] 

amen'tia (-sha), n. Imbecility. [L, f. 
amens (a = ab +mens mentis mind)] 

amen'tum, ament', n. Catkin. Hence 
amentA'CEOus, amentiE'Eitous, amen- 
tiroRM, aa. [L, = thong] 

amdrce', v.t. Fine; (loosely) punish. 
So ameb'ciABLE a., ~ment (-sm-), 
amer'ciaMENT, nn. [ME amercy f. AF 
amercicr (d at +merci mercy)] 

Ame'rlcan, a. & n. 1. Belonging to 
continent of America or to United States; 

Beauty, hybrid perpetual rose; || ~ 
cloth, leather, glazed cloth used for 
covering tables etc.; ~ organ, small organ 
with suction-operated reeds instead of 
blown pipes. 2. n. Native of America of 
European descent; citizen of United 
States, [-an] 

Ame'ricanism, n. Word or sense or 
phrase peculiar to or extending from 
United States; attachment to, sympathy 
with, United States, [prec. -f-lSM] 

Ame'ricanize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. & i. Natur¬ 
alize as an American; make American 
in character; become American in 
character; use Americanisms, [as prec. 
+ -IZE] 

ameri'cium (-Isi-, -Ishi-),n. Radio-active 
transuranic metallic element, [f. Ameri¬ 
ca) -f-ium] 

ames-ace. See ambs-ace. 

am'ethyst, n. Precious stone, kind of 
quartz, purple or violet; Oriental A~, 
rare violet variety of sapphire. So 
amethys'tiNE1 a. [ME ametist f. OF 
ametiste f. L f. Gk amethustos not drunken, 
the stone being supposed to prevent 
intoxication] 

Amha'ric (£1-), n. Official & court 
language of Abyssinia, [f. Amhara, 
Abyssinian province] 

am'iable, a. Feeling & inspiring friend¬ 
liness ; lovable. Hence amiaBiL'rry, 
'■—ness, nn., am'iabtY2 adv. [ME, f. OF, 
f. LL amicabilis amicable ; confused with 
OF amable (mod. F aimable) f. L amabilis 
lovable (amare love, see -ble)] 

amian't(h)us, n. Mineral variety of 
asbestos, splitting into flexible fibres; 
green fibrous chrysolite. [L, f. Gk 
amiantos undefiled, i.e. purified bv fire, 
being Incombustible; for -h- cl. amaranth] 

Sm'ic|able, a. Friendly; done in a 
friendly spirit. Hence ~aBiL'iTY, ~able- 
ness, nq., ~abLY2 adv. [f. LL amicabilis 
t. amicuS^A^nS, see -BLE ] 

am'ice1, n.J§^uare of white linen worn 
by celebrafit priests, formerly on head, 
now on.shoulders, [earlier amyt f. OF 
amit l/ L amictus garment; -ce, or -s, 
perh. due to confus. w. foil.] 

am'ice2, n. Cap, hood, cape, of religious 
orders; badge worn by French canons on 
left arm. [ME, f. OF aumusse t. med. 

L almussa etc. of unkn. orig.; early con¬ 
fused w. prec. ] 

amlc'us cur'lae, n. Friend of the court, 
disinterested adviser. [L ] 

amid', amidst', prep. In the middle of 
(lit. & fig.); in the course of. [OE on 
middan etc. (i.e. on on + oblique case of 
mid1), ME amidde, later amiddes (see -es), 
& amidst with inorganic -t as in against ] 

am'ide, n. (chem.). Compound formed 
from ammonia by replacing one or more 
hydrogen atoms by an acid radical, [f. 
AM(MONIA) + -IDE ] 

am'idin, n. Soluble matter of starch; 
starch in state of solution, [f. amid- com.- 
-Rom. form of L amylum starch (med. L 
amidum, F amidon) + -IN ] 

amid'ships, adv. In middle of ship. [f. 
AMID-f SHIP+ -ES] 

am'Ildal, n. Native revenue-collector in 
India, [f. Pers. ] 

am'ine, n. (chem.). Compound formed 
from ammonia by replacing one or more 
hydrogen atoms by alcohol or other base- 
-radicals. [f. am(monia) + -ine5 ] 

amir, n. See ameer. 
amiss', adv. & pred. a. Not up to the 
mark; out of order; wrongly; unto- 
wardly, as come ~; take ~, take offence 
at; not ~, appropriate. [A prep. + MISS 
n.) 

am'ity, n. Friendship, friendly relations. 
[ME,f. OF amitie f. Rom. *amicitatem f. L 
amicus friend, see -ty ] 

am'meter, n. Instrument for measuring 
electric current in amperes, [f. am(pere) 
+-METER] 

am'mo, n. (si). Ammunition, [abbr.] 
am'monal, n. High explosive made from 
ammonium nitrate & aluminium, [f. 
AMMON(rOM) -f- AL(UMINIUM) ] 

ammon'ia, n. A colourless gas with 
pungent smell & strong alkaline reaction, 
spirit of hartshorn; liquid ~, (Chem.) 
liquefied ~; ~ liquor, solution of ~ in 
water, [f. foil.] 

ammdn'iac, a. & n. Of the nature of 
ammonia; sal ~, hard white crystalline 
salt, said to have been prepared from 
camels’ dung near temple of Jupiter 
Ammon; (gum) ~, a gum resin used in 
medicine & as cement. Hence am- 
moni'acAL a. [ME armoniak f. med. L 
armoniacus, -um f. L f. Gk ammoniakon 
belonging to Ammon] 

ammon'Iated, a. Combined with am¬ 
monia. [f. prec. +-ate1 (3) +-ED1] 

amm'onite, n. Fossil genus of Cephalo¬ 
poda. [f. mod. L ammonites, after med. 
L cornu Ammonis, L Ammonis cornu 
(Pliny), horn of (Jupiter) Ammon, see 
-ITE1 (2)] 

ammSn'ium, n. Univalent radical of 
ammonia salts; ~ chloride, sal ammoniac ; 
~ carbonate, rock ammonia (see sal 
VOLATILE). [-IUM] 

ammunition, n. Military stores (for¬ 
merly of all kinds, now of bullets, shells. 
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grenades, etc.); (fig.) facts, arguments, 
etc. used in attack or defence, [f. F (obs.) 
amunition, an army corruption of (la) 
munition munition] 

amnes'ia, n. Loss of memory. [Gk, = 
-forgetfulness] 
am'nesty, n. & v.t. Intentional overlook¬ 
ing; act of oblivion, general pardon; (v.t.) 
give ~ to. [f. F amnestie or L f. Gk am- 
nestia oblivion f. amnestos (-mne- remem¬ 
ber)] 

am'nion, n. (pi. -ia). Innermost mem¬ 
brane enclosing foetus before birth. 
Hence amnidT'ic a. [Gk, = caul (dim. of 
amnos lamb) ] 

amoeb'la (-me-), n. Microscopic animal¬ 
cule perpetually changing shape. Hence 
~iform, ~oid, aa. [f. Gk amoibe change] 

amoebaean (amebe'an), a. Alternately 
answering, esp. of dialogue in verse, [f. 
L f. Gk amoibaios interchanging (amoibe 
change), see -an ] 

amok'. See amuck. 

among(st)' (-mfi-), prep. In the assem¬ 

blage of, surrounded by; in the number 

of; within the limits of (collectively or 

distributively), as five shillings ~ us, 
divided ~ us; in comparison with, as one 
~ many; by joint action of, as kill him ~ 
you; reciprocally, as quarrelled ~ them¬ 
selves. [OE on gemang (i.e. on on +gemang 
assembly, cf. mingle), ME among(e), later 

amonges (see -es), & amongst with in¬ 

organic -t as in against ] 
Amontillado (ahmdntilyah'do), n. (For¬ 
merly) a specially dry sherry; (now) 
6herry of a matured type; (fig., attrib.) 
of dry speech or manner. [Sp., f. Montilla 
(in Spain) + ado (= -ate2)] 

amo'ral, a. Unconcerned with, out of 
the sphere of, morals, non-moral. [A- (7)] 

|| amorce', n. Priming charge; percussion 
cap for toy pistol. [F, f. OF amordre bite] 

am'orlst, n. One who professes (esp. 
sexual) love, a gallant, [f. L amor love 
•4- -1ST] 

am'orous, a. Inclined to love; in love; 
of, pertaining to, love. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [ME, f. OF amorous (amor 
love, see -ous)] 

amorph'lous, a. Shapeless; anomalous; 
(Min., Chem.) uncrystallized; unorgan¬ 
ized. Hence ~ism, ~ousness, nn. [f. Gk 
amorphos shapeless (a- not -\-morphe form) 

+ -OUS] 
amort'|ize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Alienate in 
mortmain; extinguish (debt, usu. by 
means of sinking fund), whence ~izA'Ti0N 
n. [ME, f. OF amortir (st. -iss-) f. Rom. 
*admortire (ad to -t-mort- death)] 

amount'1, v.t. Come to (so much); be 
equivalent (in significance) to. [ME, f. 
OF amonter f. amont upward (lit. uphill, 

f. L admontem)] 
amount'2, n. Total to which a thing 
amounts; full value, significance, etc.; 
quantity, as a considerable ~ (of), [f. 

prec.] 

39 amphiprostyle 

amour' (-oor), n. Love-affair; intrigue. 
[F, = love f. L amorem] 

amourette' (-oor-), n. Petty love-affair. 
[F, dim. of amour ] 

amour-propre (am'oor-prbpT), n. Self¬ 
-esteem. [F] 
amp, n. Ampere, [abbr.] 
ampelop'sis, n. Climbing plant allied to 
-Vine. [Gk ampelos vine, opsis appearance] 
am'pere (-er, -ar), n. (electr.). Current 
that one volt can send through one ohm, 
unit of current, [name (Ampdre) of 
physicist (d. 1830)] 

ampersand', n. The sign & (and, L el). 
[corrupt, of ‘and per se (i.e. by itself) and’ 
the old way of spelling & naming the 
character &] 

amphi- in comb. Both, of both kinds, on 
both sides, around. [Gk, prep.] 

Amphib'ia (&-), n. pi. Division of Verte- 
brata, intermediate between reptiles & 
fishes, as frogs, newts, etc. [f. L f. Gk 
amphibia (zoa) (animals) living in both 
elements (amphi- +bios life)] 
amphib'ian, a. & n. (Animal) living both 
on land & in water; (Zool.) member of 
the Amphibia; (tank or other vehicle) 
adapted for both land & water; an air¬ 
craft designed to rise from & alight on 
either land or water, [as prcc.+-an] 

amphibiol'ogy, n- Branch of zoology 
treating of Amphibia. [as prec.-f- 
-LOGY] 

amphib'ious, a. Living both on land & 
in water; connected with both land & 
water; (Mil.) involving co-operation of sea 
& land (& occas. air) forces organized for 
invasion, (of forces) trained for such 
action; having two lives, connected with 
two classes, etc. Hence ~i.y2 adv. [f. 
AMPHIBIA + -OUS] 

amphlbfil'ogy, n. Quibble; ambiguous 
wording. Hence amphibolo'giCAL a. 
[f. F amphibologie or LL -logia, f. L f. Gk 
amphi(6oZmi f. ballo throw); assim. to 
words in -logy] 

amphic'tyons, n. pi. Deputies from 
ancient Greek states forming council. So 
amphictyon'ic a. [f. Gk amphiktuones 
neighbours] 

am'phigam, n. (bot.). Plant with no dis¬ 
tinct sexual organs. Hence amphig'- 
amous a. [f. F amphigame (amphi-+Gk 
gamos marriage)] 

amphigour'I (-oori), am'phigory, n. 
Nonsensical composition. [F amphigouri, 
orig. unkn. ] 

amphimix'is, n. (biol.). Mingling of two 
individuals, or of their germs, as in 
sexual reproduction, [amphi- + Gk mixis 
mingling] 

amphiox'us, n. The fish lancelet. [f. 
amphi- +Gk oxus sharp] 

amphip'od|a, n. pi. Order of Crustacea, 
with feet of two kinds. Hence am'- 
phlpod n., ~an, ~ous, aa. [amphi- -f Gk 
pous podos foot] 

amphip'rostyle, a. With portico at both 
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ends. [F, f. L f. Gk amphiprostulos 
(AMrai- Aprostulos prostyle)] 

amphisbaen'a, n. Fabulous serpent with 
head at each end; (Zool.) genus of worm- 
like lizards. [L, f. Gk amphisbaina 
(ampliis both ways + baino go) ] 

am'phitheatre (-ater),n. Oval or circular 
building, with seats rising behind & 
above each other round a central open 
space; largo circular hollow; part of a 
theatre; (fig.) scene of a contest. Hence 
amphitheat'riCAL a. [f. L f. Gk amphi- 
thcatron (see amphi- & theatre)] 

Amphit'ryon (a-), n. Host, entertainer. 
[Moliere, Amphitryon, iii. 5 ] 

am'phora, n. (pi. -ae, -as). Greek or 
Roman two-handled vessel. [L, f. Gk 
amphoreus for amphi(phoreus f. phero 
bear) ] 

ampho'ric, a. (ined.). Like the sound 
produced by blowing into large vessel 
with small mouth, [f. prec. + -ic ] 

amphote'ric, a. Acting both ways, osp. 
(Chem.) capable of reacting as acid & 
base, or as electropositive & electronega¬ 
tive. [f. Gk ampholeros both, +-IC] 

am'ple, a. (-er, -est). Spacious; extensive; 
abundant; copious; quite enough. Hence 
am'pLY2 adv., ~ness (-In-) n. [f. F f. L 
amplus] 

am'pliative, a. (logic). Extending a 
simple conception, [f. L ampliare widen 
(amplus), see -ative] 

amplifica'tion, n. Extension, enlarge¬ 
ment; making the most of a thing. [F, 
or f. L amplificalio (as foil., see -ation)] 

am'plifjy, v.t. & i. Enhance; enlarge 
(story, statement); expatiate. Hence 
~1er1 n., (esp.) appliance increasing 
loudness of sounds, strength of wireless 
signals, etc. [ME, f. OF amplifier or L 
amplificare (as ample, see -fy)] 

am'plitude, n. Breadth; abundance; 
wide range; dignity; (Astron.) space by 
which celestial body rises, sets, wide of 
due east, west; (Phys.) extent of vibra¬ 
tion or oscillation; (Electr.) maximum 
departure from average of alternating 
current or wave. [F, or f. L amplitudo (as 
ample, see -tude)] 

am'poule (-obi), n. Small glass vessel for 
containing esp. hypodermic injection. 
[F, cf. foil.] 

ampull'a, n. (pi. -ae). Roman two- 
-handled flask; vessel for sacred uses; 
(Biol.) dilated end of vessel, canal, duct, 
in an animal. Hence ampullA'CEOUS 

(-ashws) a. [L] 
am'putlate, v.t. Cut off (part of animal 
body etc. or abs.). Hence ~a'tion, 

~atOR, ~ee, nn. [f. L ampulare (amb- 
about Aputare prune), see -ate3] 

amuck', amok', adv. Run ~, run about 
in frenzied thirst for blood (also fig.), [f. 
Malay amoq rushing in frenzy] 

am'ulet, n. Thing worn as charm against 
evil (lit. & fig.), [f. L amuletum, orig. 
unkn. ] 

amus[e' (-z), v.t. Divert from serious 
business (with trifles, by trifling); tickle 
the fancy of; be ~ed with, by, at. So 
~'able, ~'ive, aa. [ME, f. OF amuser 
cause to muse2 (causal a to Amuser stare)] 

amuse'ment (-zm-), n. Pleasant diver¬ 
sion; excitement of risible faculty; 
pastime, [f. F amusement (amuser, see 
prec. and -hent)] 

amygdal'ic, a. Of almonds, as ~ acid. 
[f. L amygdala ALMOND + -IC] 

amyg'daloid, a. & n. (Igneous rock con¬ 
taining mineral nodules) of almond shape, 
[f. Gk amugdale almond +-oid] 

am'yl, n. (chem.). The radical of various 
alcohols some of which are constituents 
of fusel oil. Hence amyl'ic a. [f. L 
am(ylum) starch + -yl ; named as dis¬ 
covered in distilling fusel oil from starch] 

amyla'ceous (-shus), a. Of starch, 
starchy, [f. L amylum starch + -aceous ] 

am'yloid, a. & n. Starchy (food), [as 
prec.+-oid] 

amylop'sin, n. Ferment of the pancreatic 
juice that converts starch into sugar, 
[f. Gk amulon starch, after pepsin] 

an1, a. See A, adj. 
an2, conj. (arch., colloq., dial.). If. 

[weakening of and] 
an-, pref. f. var. sources. 1. OE, ME an — 
on, as in anon, anent. 2. f. L ad before 
n, see ad-. 3. f. L an- = ambi-, as in 
anfractuosity. 4. f. Gk ana-, as in anode. 
5. f. Gk an- = a- not (before vowel), as in 
anarchy. 

-an, suf. of adjj. (often used as nn.), f. L 
-anus direct or through F -ain, -(i)en, the 
ME forms, (retained in certain, captain, 
chaplain), but later refashioned after L 
as -an, or It., Sp., Port., -ano, & freely 
used in new words; added esp. to names 
of place, system, zool. order, or founder 
(Chilian, Anglican, reptilian, Lutheran)-, 
often as E termination to L adjj. in -ius, 
giving -ian as a mere phonetic variant (cf. 
Christ-ian, Mohammed-an). See also -ane, 
-BAN. 

an'a, n. (With pi. ~s) collection of person’s 
memorable sayings; (collect, pi.) anec¬ 
dotes, lit. gossip, about a person. [ = -ana] 

ana-, pref. = Gk ana up, back, again, 
anew; before a vowel an-. 

-ana, suf. Neut. pi. of L adjj. in -anus 
(see -an) appended in I6th-c. F to names 
= the sayings of; in E from 18th c., now 
including anecdotes about, publications 
bearing on, places or persons, as Tun- 
brigiana, Shakespeareana. 

anabap'tism, n. Re-baptism; doctrine 
of anabaptists, [f. LL f. Gk anabaplismos 
(ana- + baptismos baptism)] 

anabap'tlist n. One who baptizes over 
again; (opprobriously) = baptist. Hence 
'—is'tlCAL a. [f. F anabaptiste or mod. L 
anabaptista (prec., -1ST)] 

an'abas, n. Kinds of fishes that leave 
water & ascend trees. [Gk part, of 
anabaino walk up ] 
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anab'asis, n. Up-country march, esp. 
that of Cyrus the younger into Asia, 
narrated by Xenophon. [Gk, = ascent f. 

^ANA(hamo go) ] 
anabat'ic, a. (meteor.). (Of winds) caused 

by air flowing upwards, cf. katabatic. 
[as prec. -f -ic ] 

anab'olism, n. (biol.). Constructive 
metabolism (opp. katabolism). So ana- 
bol'ic a. [f. Gk anabole ascent + -ism ] 

an'abranch (-ahn-). n. A stream that 
turns out of, &, lower down, re-enters, 

_a river. [ana-+ branch] 
anachron'ic (-k-), a. Involving anachron¬ 
ism, out of date. [f. ana- + Gk khronos 
time +-IC] 

anach'ron|ism (-k-), n. Error in com¬ 
puting time; thing out of harmony with 
the present, esp. the relation of an event, 
custom, or circumstance to a wrong 
period of time; building etc. out of har¬ 
mony with its surroundings in point of 
time. So '-'is'tic a. [f. E anachronisme or 
Gk anakhronismos f. anakhronizo (as 
prec.)] 

anaclas'tic, a. Pertaining to refraction; 
springing back with crackling sound, as 
~ glasses, [f. Gk anaklastos refracted f. 
ana(klad bend)] 

anacoluth'on, n. (pi. -tha). Sentence, 
words, lacking grammatical sequence, [f. 
Gk anakolouthon (an- (5) + akolouthos fol¬ 
lowing) ] 

anacon'da, n. Large snake of Ceylon; 
large S.-American Boa; any large snake 
that crushes its prey. [orig. unkn. ] 

anacreon'tic, a. & n. (Poem) in the 
manner or metre(ww - w|—w — w) of Anacre¬ 
on’s lyrics; convivial & amatory, [f. LL 
Anacreonticus (Gk Anakreon, name of 
poet)] 

anacrus'is (-do-), n. (pros.). Unstressed 
syllable at beginning of verse, [f. Gk 
anakrousis (anakrouo strike up)] 

anad'romous, a. (Of fishes) ascending 
rivers to spawn, [f. Gk ana(dromos 
running) + -ous] 

anaem'lia, n. (med.). Lack of blood, un¬ 
healthy paleness; pernicious Hence 
~ic a. [f. Gk anaimia (an- (5)+haima 
blood); see -ia1] 

anaerobe (ana'crob), n. Minute organism 
that can live without free oxygen. Hence 
anaerob'iAN, anaerob'ic, aa. [f. an- (5) 
+ Gk aer air +bios life] 

anaesthes'ia, n. Insensibility (lit.), [f. 
Gk anaisthesia (an- (5)-f aisthesis sensa¬ 
tion f. st. aisthe- perceive)] 

anaesthet'lic, a. & n. (Agent) that 
produces insensibility. Hence ~icai,ly 
adv. [f. Gk anaislhelos insensible (as 
prec.) + -ic] 

anaes'thet|ize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. Render 
insensible (lit. & fig.). Hence ~ist (1), 
~Iza'tion. nn. [as prec. + -ize] 

an'aglyph, n. Embossed ornament in low 
relief; (Photog.) composite stereoscopic 
picture printed in superimposed com- 

+1 analyse 

plementary colours. Hence anaglyph'ic 
a. [f. Gk AHAgluphe (glupho carve); cf. 

_LL anaglyphus a. ] 
anagno'risis, n. Recognition, denoue¬ 
ment in a drama. [Gk, f. anagnorizo 
recognize] 

anago'ge, n. Spiritual or allegorical 
interpretation. So anago'glc(AL) aa., 
anago'gicalLY2 adv. [LL, f. Gk f. anago 

_lead up (an- 4)] 
an'agram, n. Transposition of letters 
of word or phrase, to form new word 
or phrase. Hence anagrammat'ic(Ai) 
aa., anagrammat'IcalLY2 adv. [f. P 
anagramme after Gk anagrammatizo 
transpose letters; see -gram] 

anagramm'atlize, -ise ( iz), v.t. Form 
into an anagram. Hence -ism, ~ist, nn. 
[f. Gk anagrammatizo (prec., see -ize)] 

an'al, a. Pertaining to, situated near, the 
anus. [f. anus+ -al] 

an'alects, analec'ta, n. pi. Literary 
gleanings, [f. Gk analekta things gathered 

jAvtAlego pick up)] 
analep'tic, a. & n. Restorative (medi¬ 
cine). [f. LL f. Gk analeptikos f. ana- 
(lamband take) restore, see -ic] 

analges'ia, n. Absence of pain. So anal- 
get'ic, (irreg.) analges'ic, aa., giving ~, 
& nn., such drug. [Gk (-ges-), f. an- (5), 
alged feel pain] 

analo'gic. a. Of analogy, [f. L f. Gk 
analogikos (as analogy, see -ic)] 

analo'gical, a. According to analogy; 
expressing an analogy. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[as prec., see -ical] 

anal'ogist, n. One occupied with ana¬ 
logies; philosopher who saw in words 
images of the things they expressed, [as 
foil., see -1ST] 

anal'ogize, -ise (-iz), v.t. & i. Represent 
by analogy; show to be analogous; em¬ 
ploy analogy; bo in harmony (with), [f. 
analogy +-IZE] 

analogous, a. Similar, parallel, (to). 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L f. Gk 
analogos (ana up to + logos proportion) + 
-ous] 

an'alogue (-5g), n. Analogous, parallel, 
w-ord or thing. [F, f. Gk analogon neut. 
adj., see prec.] 

anal'ogy, n. (Math.) proportion; agree¬ 
ment, similarity, (to, with, between)-, 
analogue; (Logic) process of reasoning 
from parallel cases; (Lang.) imitation 
of inflexion or construction of existing 
words in forming inflexions or construc¬ 
tions of others, without intervention of 
the formative steps through which these 
at first arose; (Nat. Hist.) resemblance of 
form or function between organs essen¬ 
tially different, [f. F analogie or L -ia f. 
Gk analogia proportion (as analogous)] 

an'alys|e (-z), *-yz|e, v.t. Examine 
minutely the constitution of; (Chem., 
Phys.) ascertain the elements of (a com¬ 
pound) ; find, show, the essence of (treatise 
etc.); (Gram.) resolve (sentence) into its 



analysis 
grammatical elements. Hence - ABU a. 
[f. F r-;.-„\:se.- (<moij*sv. as toll.): also -yrs 
inEty assim. to vbs in -irs] 

anal’ysis. n. (pi. uses'. Resolution into 
simple elements (in all senses of ptee.): 
besriisg register of the rosttlt of each 
ball, ratio of balls bowled to wickets 
Taken, [raed. L f. Gb eaafuais f. 
loose!] 

an alyst. - . - . 
analysis. If. F craelsfisfe f. ffitofjrser 
axaltss. on anal, of nonns in -fete -rsx f. 
Tbs in -isw -ins’ 

analyt ic, a. Pertaining to analysis. 
Hence analy t'ics n. If. I.L f. Gb analu- 
ills as axattsis. see -IC)] 

analyr'ical. a. Employing the analytio 
m< Tied - . ns. / Lang 
nsing separate words instead of inflexions. 
Hence >- ly® a dr. [as pree.. see -ICAI] 

anamnes'is. n. Eeeolleetion (esp. of a 
previous existence). [Gb (ax Amsrnracsdo 
remind! j 

anamdrph'osis. n. Distorted drawing 
appearing regular from one point; (Bot.) 
■ t normal transformation. [Gb (iSA- 
rtorrhod transform f. nssrphg form, see 
-OSTIS'' 

ananas tor -ahn-\ n. Pineapple. [F or 
Sr. :e • ani : 

ous. a to: \\ ithon: s - er.s 
[i. Gb a?:.'?sdnos hnsbsndless tax- (si¬ 
nner m <iros male) — -OPS] 

Amni'as a A liar, s ■■ ] 
an apaest, n. iProsody' foot consisting of 
two short syllables followed by- one long, 
^enee anapaes'tie a. [f. L f. Gk <w»a- 
P'issos reversed (axa- — torso strike'] 

anaph'ora. n. Repetition of word or 
phrase in successive clauses. [LL. f. Gk 
anaphora = carrying baeb f. axa(pAm> 
bear'] 

an'arch (-k). n. (poet.'. Leader of revolt. 
If. Gk enurkfcos without ruler tax- t,5) + 
or odes'' 

anarch ic al' (-b-), aa. Lawless. Hence 
anarch'icahx2 adv. [as pree. — -ic, 
dear] 

an'arch ist (-k-\ n. Advocate of anarchy. 
So —tsx \-k-> n. [as pree. — -ist ’ 

an archy" t-k-\ n. Alienee of govern¬ 
ment ; disorder: confusion, [f. rued. L f. 
Gk irsarkiiia (as pree.l] 

anar'throus. a. (Gk Gram.! used with¬ 
out the article: (Physiol.) join ties?, (f. 
ax- t«v —Gk ariXivn, joint, article. —-ors] 

anasar c a, n. A dropsical affection. 
Hence ~ors a. [f. Gk ami up — wte 
(nom. s.rrr' flesh ] 

anastatic, a. In relief: ~ printing (from 
reliefs on zinc plates', [f. Gk anosfafos 

_set up (axasia- stand up! — -ic] 
anastigmatlc, a. Free from astigmatism 
(used esp. of photographic lenses in which 
this error is corrected'. So (by baek- 
-formation thr. G' anastig'mat n., lens, 
or lens-system, so corrected, [ax- (5)-F 
asnoxanc] 

41 atK'&s.try 

anas'tomose (-r\ vi Cerrm'.-xe by- 

anastomosis. [t F intusK.’wwser a«ae$»- 
wose = foIL>] 

anas tomes is. u. cl -osaSA Cross resa- 
nexion of arteries, branches, rivers, eta. 
[Gb. f. <awsfewnow furnish vritib month 
cstcwF. see <ss?" 

anas trophe. r.. rhcc.'. Inversdfa or 
unusual order of words ec ciessfts. 
[Gk axa-. sr.-op/W turning f. sirryiho 
turn' 1 

anath ema, u Atratsed thing. onrsr ef 
God: curse of the church. Tx.vrtr.tii- 
eftting a person or denouncing a doc-mne: 
imprecation. [eccL L. = exsemramn- 
cated person, excom ’uor. o Gk 
«na4:t<-rru3 thing devotee. Iztsr iocursod 
thing v axat;:. te.-r::; set up 

anath ematire, -ise -io v t. A ; Ourse¬ 
lf. F «t*s£ftews«itstrr- or IX f. Gk jsost£ht~ 
truzzisj as tree. , see -ox."' 

anatom leal. a. Belonging tc imitomy: 
- • . - . 

«M«fcwttgae or IX f. Gb jp&sK.’mrafc.t? (as 
axatoxv': see Acai; 

anat omist, n. Fossectot of bodios: .-me 
skilled in a r. Atomy. fg •,-■■■ - if. p 
areoxn'i:sro. as foil, see -isr* 

anat'omlre. -ise -if. v t. A : Dissect: 
(flg.' analyse- [f- F o-tuoru?:-, as toll., 
see -rtsl 

anat’only", n. Dissection: science of 
- 

analysis skeleton, t ■ 
emaciated creature, [f. F oMfeuac eg ’LL 
f. Gk anatcmLz axa-. -tvst'T 

anat ta. -to. n. Orange-red dye. used for 
colouring cheese. .1- far.: at.toco, name 
of tree] 

an'bury", amb-. n. Soft tumour on 
horses A oxen: uosease of tumors A aided 
plants. [perh. = rvg-ier-y <OE m»f- 
painful. of. AdXAUd I 

-ance. snf. forming nn. of cuality or 
action, chiefly- thr. F -mses f. L -sr.^iic A 
-tntia (.see -Exes) f. L pres. part, in -nwi-. 
-e/sf- (nom. -r.vs. -eras'. OF o-.ov-o -o.r.oo 
both for existing L etod. A tor 
wds formed in F on same model: thus, 
ossisfcirur, rav&fttrtce. where L worn.: have 
-erafia. Later F followed L vowel; rJe- 
£W7!ce. femrowtof X -arafsa). but dw4f»r.»nf. 
prudence (L -erafin'. E adopted F forms 
of both kinds. A nsu. retains F form: but 
after 1500 -cnee was m some wds restored 
where L would, hsve -eratd:. A mod. 
formations follow L vowel. F -easce also 
became living snf. in E on native vis as 
furtherance, forkeanatce, ridXrasce. 

an'cest or. n. Any of those from whom 
one’s father or mother i? descended, fore¬ 
father. Hence '-rss?1 n. [IIF. f. OF 
oneesfre, anecssor, f. L. -<srcm, 
f. xxTEu-eiiore cess- go', see -ex' 

ances'tral. a. Belonging to.' inherited, 
from, ancestors. CL<5th. c.. f. OF rraoesarfl, 

_mod. F -til; see pree. A -al; 
an'cestry, n. Ancestral lineage: ancient 



anchxthere 43 androgynous 
descent; ancestors. [ME, alt. f. OF 
ancesserie (as ancestor, see -y1)] 

anchithere (tag'klthdi-), n. Fossil animal, 
size of small pony, regarded as ancestor 
of the horse, [f. Gk agkhi near + thlrion 
wild beast] 

anc'hor1 (-k-), n. Heavy iron, composed 
of long shank, with ring at one end to 
which cable is fastened, & at other end 
two flukes, used for mooring ship to 
bottom of sea etc.; sheet, bower, kedge, 
—, (largest, middle, smallest size); (fig.) 
source of confidence; cast, weigh, ~, let 
down, take up, at ~, anchored; come. 
to(an)~, anchor;swaUovo lhe~ (Naut. si.), 
retire from seafaring life; —plate, heavy 
piece of timber or metal serving as point 
of support for cables of suspension-bridge 
etc.; stroke (Bill.), a kind of cannon; 
'—watch, watch set while ship lies at 

[OE aneor 1. L ancora (not anch-) 
i.Gk agkura (st. agk- hook); later reinforced 
by OF a-ncre] 

anc'hor2 (-k-), v.t. & 1. Secure (ship) with 
anchor; (flg.) fix firmly; (intr.) cast 
anchor, come to anchor. [ME, f. prec. or 
OF ancrer] 

anc'horage (-k-), n. Anchoring; lying at 
anchor; —ground; (fig.) thing to depend 
upon; ~-dues. [prec. + -age; cf. F 
awn-age] 

anc'horess, anc'ress, (-k-), n. Female 
anchorite, [f. obs. anchor (Oft ancra, short 
form of LL anachoreta, Bee foil.) + -ess1] 

anc'horite, -ret, (-k-), n. Hermit; person 
of secluded habits. Hence anchoret'ic 
(-k-) a. [f. LH anachoreta (med. L -ita) f. 
Gk anakhoretes (ASAkhored retire, see -ete), 
influenced by the forms of anchor, see 
prec.] 

an'chovy (or dncho-), n. Small fish of 
herring family; —paste & «■—sauce, ~- 
-toast, (made, spread, with anchovies); 
—pear, W.-Indian fruit eaten like mango, 
[f. Sp., Pg. anchova, of disputed orig. ] 

anchusa (dngkus'a), n. Kinds of hairv- 
-steramed plant, such as alkanet & 
bugloss. [Xi ] 

anc'hylose (-kfloz), v.t. & i. (Of joints, 
bones) stiffen, unite, [f. folk ] 

anchylos'is (dngkl-), n. Formation of stiff 
joint by consolidation of articulating 
surfaces, [f. Gk agkulosis (agkvtoo crook 
f. agkulos, see -osxs); -ch- tor -c- to 
preserve hard sound] 

ancien regime (see Ap.), n. Time before 
French Revolution; (transf.) the old 
order. [F] 

an'cient1 (-shent), a. & n. Belonging to 
times long past (esp. before fall of Western 
Roman Empire); having existed, lived, 
long (~ lights, window that neighbour 
may not deprive of light by building); 
the A~ of Days, God; the ~s, civilized 
nations of antiquity. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~®ESSs n. [ME auncien etc. f. OF ancien 
t. Rom. *anti-, anteanus (ante before, see 
-as) ; -t after wds in -E5T; cf. tyrant ] 

an cient2 (shent), n. ''arch.). ■= ensign. 
[corrupt, due to confusion of early forms 
Of ENSIGN & ANCIENT1] 

an'cientry (shen-), n. Ancientness; old- 
-fashioned style, [ancient1 4- -ey] 

ancillary (or 6.n->, a. Hubservient, subordi¬ 
nate, (to), [f. Jj anciUaris (anciUa hand¬ 
maid, see -ary2;] 

ancon (g,ng'k«n), n, (PhysioL) elbow; 
(Archit.) quoin of wail or rafter, console, 
pretended support to cornice; A— sheep, 
kind with long bodies & short legs, the 
fore-legs crooked. LL, f. Gk agkSn bend, 
elbow] 

-ancy, suf.. In mod. E f. L -antia (as 
-ency /. L -mUa); used partly to form 
new wds direct f. L, partly to refashion 
earlier wds in -ance, to denote quality or 
state, as opposed to -ance, which has 
besides this meaning that of action or 
process. See -cr. 

and (and, emphat. hnd), conj. connecting 

words, clauses, and sentences, as cakes ~ 

buns, black ~ brown. l/read, buy ~ seff. 

Special uses: /owr ~ twenty (hut twenty- 
-four); two hundred ~ forty, tux) thousand 
~ /orty (but bz'o thousand four hundred); 
two ~ feu pence, two 'pounds ~ feu pence 
(but two pound ten)-, mites ~ ( = in¬ 

numerable) miles; ufee~ ( = nicely) thin-, 
try — (to) come, mind. ~ (to) bring-, Ihcre 
are books ~ (different kinds of, good & 

bad) books; two — fico, by twos; stir, ~ 

(= If you stir) you are a dead man; and/or, 
formula allowing reader to take either or 
both of two expressions (contributions in 
rn/mey and/or garments). [OE and, ond 
(Gmc *anda), end (Gmo *amdi)] 

Andalu'sian (bndzdbb'shn), n. & a. 
(Native) of Andalusia, a province of 
Spain; ~ vxxjI, fine soft kind; ~ (fowl), 
bluish-black domestic fowl, [-an] 

dnddn'te, adv. & n. 'mug.). (Movement) 
In moderately slow time. [It. ] 

drutanti'no (-)/--), adv. & n. (Movement) 
rather quicker (orig. slower) than andante. 
[It., dim. of prec.] 

An'derson shel'ter (An-), n. Portable 
arched corrugated-steel air-raid shelter. 
[Sir J. Anderson, Home Secretary 
(1038—40)] _ 

an'diron (-1rn), n. Fired og, for supporting 
burning wood on hearth. [ME aundyre, 
-yrne, t. OF andier, of unkn. orig.; assim. 
in form to iron] 

androe'eium (-re-), n. (hot.). The stamens 
taken collectively, if. Gk andro- male + 
r/ikis/n bouse] 

an'drogen, n. Any substance (e.g. a 
male sex hormone) capable of developing 
& maintaining many male sexual 
characteristics, [f. Gk andro- naale-t- 
-GE5] 

androg'yn 003, a. Hermaphrodite, 
whence ~Y1 n.; (Bot.). with stamens & 
pistils in same flower or on same plant, 
[f. L f. Gk androgunos (aner andros male 
F-aane woman)+-0CSJ 
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-ane, suf. 1. Var. of -an, usu. w. differ¬ 
entiation (germane, urbane, humane), 
but occas. alone (mundane). 2. (Chem.) 
formed to give a series with Gk -ene, -ine, 

-one, for naming hydrocarbon types, 
an'ecdotage, n. Anecdotes; (joe.) garru¬ 
lous old age. [-AGE] 

an'ecd5t|e, n. Narrative of detached in¬ 
cident; (pi. ~a) unpublished details of 
history. Hence ~ist n., ~al, anecdot- 

ic(al), aa. [orig. pi. f. F anecdotes f. Gk 
anekdota things unpublished (an- (5) + 
ekdolos f. elcdidomi publish)] 

anele', v.t. (arch.). Anoint; give extreme 
unction to. [ME anelien (an- (\)+elien 
oil f. OE ele, n. f. L oleum)} 

anem'olgraph (-ahf), n. Instrument for 
recording on paper the direction & force 
of wind. Hence ~graph'ic a. [f. Gk 
anemos wind + -graph ] 

anemom'eter, n. Instrument for measur¬ 
ing force of wind, whence anemomet'ric 

a., anemoM'ETRY n.; apparatus for 
showing wind-pressure in organ, [as 
prec. +-METER] 

anem'one, n. Kinds of plants, esp. ~ 
nemorosa (also called wind-flower); sea ~, 
popular name of various aotinoid zoo¬ 
phytes. [f. L f. Gk anemone daughter of 
the wind (as prec. + -one patronymic 
suf.)] 

anemoph'ilous, a. Wind-fertilized, [f. 
Gk anemos wind, see -philous] 

anent', prep, (arch.. Sc.). Concerning. 
[= OE on efen on a level with] 

-aneous, suf. f. L adjj. in -aneus (-an- 4- 
-eo-) + -ous. 

an'eroid, a. & n. ~ (barometer), one that 
measures air-pressure by its action on 
elastic lid of box exhausted of air, not 
by height of fluid column, [f. F antrolde 
(Gk a- not + neros wet, see -oid)] 

an'eurysm, -Ism (-nur-), n. Morbid 
dilatation of an artery; abnormal enlarge¬ 
ment. Hence aneurys'mAi, -is'mAL 
(-nurlz-), a. [f. Gk aneurusma (aneuruno 
widen out f. eurus wide); of. LL -isma] 

anew', adv. Again; in a different way. 
[a- (3) + new] 

anfractuos'ity, n. Circuitousness, in¬ 
tricacy, (lit. & fig.); (usu. pi.) winding 
passage, [f. F anfraetuosiU f. LL anfrac- 
tuosus f. L anfractus a bending, see -ose 
& -TY] 

ang'ary (-ngg-), n. (law). Belligerent’s 
right (subject to compensation) of seizing 
or destroying neutral property under 
stress of military necessity, [f. F angarie 
or LL angaria f. Gk aggareia (aggaros 
Persian courier)] 

an'gel (-j-), n. Divine messenger; visits, 
like those of~s, short efr far between; enter¬ 
tain an ~ unawares, do service to one 
who proves to be an important person 
etc. (Heb. xiii. 2); lovely or innocent 
being; minister of loving offices; (si.) 
financial backer of enterprise; old Eng¬ 
lish gold coin (in full ~-reoble), from 

Anglice 

6s. 8d. to 10s., showing Michael piercing 
dragon; good, evil, ~, attendant spirits; 
~ (messenger) of death; ~-fish, kind of 
shark; ~s, devils, -on-horseback, savoury 
of oysters wrapped in slices of bacon. 
[OE engcl (f. *angil) Gmc f. LL angelus f. 
Gk aggelos; in ME reinforced & super¬ 
seded by OF angele, angle (mod. ange)] 

angel'Ic (-j-), a. Pertaining to angels; like 
an angel, of superhuman qualities; A~ 
Doctor, Thomas Aquinas. Hence ~al a., 

alLY2 adv. [f. F angdlique or LL f. Gk 
aggelikos (as prec., see -IC)] 

angel'ica (-j-), n. Aromatic plant, used in 
cooking & medicine; candied ~ root. [f. 
med. L (herba) angelica angelic herb] 

an'gelus (-j-), n. Devotional exercise com¬ 
memorating Incarnation, said by Roman 
Catholics at morning, noon, & sunset, 
at sound of bell (—bell or -—). [f. opening 
words Angelus domini] 

ang'er1 (-ngg-), n. Rage, hot displeasure. 
[ME,f. ON angr trouble (root *ang strait)] 

ang'er2 (-ngg-), v.t. Make angry, enrage. 
[ME, f. ON angra vex (as prec.)] 

An'gevin (anj-), a. & n. Of Anjou, of the 
Plantagenets, including English kings 
from Henry II to Richard II; (n.) a 
Plantagenet. [F] 

angin'a (-j-), n. Quinsy; ~ 'p&c'toris, 
spasm of chest resulting from over- 
-exertion when heart is diseased. [L, 
= quinsy, f. Gk agkhone strangling] 

an'gio- (-j-), comb, form of Gk aggeion 
vessel dim. of aggos chest, chiefly in terms 
relating to seed- or blood-vessels. 

angle1 (ang'gl), n. Space between two 
meeting lines or planes; inclination of 
two lines to each other; acute, obtuse, 

right, >—■; corner; sharp projection; (fig.) 
point of view; ~-iron, L-shaped piece of 
iron to strengthen framework; —wise, 
angularly. Hence (-)anglED2 (ang'gld) a. 
[ME, f. OF angle or L angulus dim. of 
*angus, cf. Gk agkos bend] 

angle2 (ang'gl), n., & v.i. Fish-hook (obs. 
exc. in brother of the ~, angler); (vb) 
fish with hook & bait (for or abs.), lit. 
& fig. [OE angul (= OHG angul, ON 
ongull) f. Gmc *ang-; cf. prec.] 

Angle3 (ang'gl), n. (PI.) Low-German 
tribe settled in Northumbria, Mercia, & 
E. Anglia, [f. L Anglus f. Gmc *angli- 
(OE Engle, cf. English) f. Angul a district 
of Holstein (as prec.)] 

ang'ler (-ngg-) n. One who angles; (Zool.) 
a British fish that preys upon small fish, 
attracting them by filaments attached 
to head & mouth, [f. angle2 + -ER1] 

Ang'lican (angg-), a. & n. (Adherent) of 
the reformed church of England; ~ chant, 
short harmonized melody in two or more 
phrases each beginning with a reciting 
note, for singing to unmetrical words 
(psalms, canticles). Hence ~ISM n. [f. 
med. L Anglicanus (Magna Carta) f. 
Anglicus (Bede) f. Anglus angle3] 

Anglice (ang'gllse), adv. In English. [L] 
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Ang'licism (angg-), n. English idiom; 
English political principles, [f. foil., see 
-ISM] 

Anglicize (angg-), -ise (-iz), v.t. Make 
English in form or character, [f. med. L 
Anglicus English + -ize] 

Ang'lo- (angg-) in comb. English, as ~- 
-Catholic; of English origin, as—Ameri¬ 
can; half English & half —, as ~-French 
(entente etc.); ~-Indian a. & n., of British 
birth but living or having lived long in 
India, (in Eurasian use) Eurasian; -— 
-Norman n., the French language of the 
Normans as used in England after the 
Conquest, also adj. [comb, form of L 
Anglus English ] 

Anglo-Cath'olic, a. & n. (Member) of the 
party that insists on the catholicity of 
the Church of England & repudiates the 
epithet protestant. [prec.] 

Anglomania (angg-), n. Excessive ad¬ 
miration of English customs. So Ang'lo- 
PHIL, Ang'loPHOBE, AngloPHOB'lA, 
(angg-), nn. [anglo-+-mania] 

Anglo- Sax'on, n. & a. English Saxon (as 
distinct from Old Saxons of the conti¬ 
nent), Old English (people, language) be¬ 
fore Norman Conquest (in this dictionary 
called OE); of English descent (wherever 
found), whence ~dom n. [f. mod. L 
Anglo-Saxones (Camden), app. after OE 
Angul-Seaxan (pi.), in med. L Angli 
Saxoncs (8th c.)] 

Anglo-Sax'onlsm (angg-), n. Belief in 
claims of the Anglo-Saxon race. [prec. + 
-ISM] 

angol'a, angor'a, (-ngg-), n. Fabric 
made from wool of angora goat; ~ cat 
(long-haired variety), [f. Angora (mod. 
form of ancient Gk Agkura, town in Asia 
Minor); angola is corrupt] 

angostur'a, angus-, (-ngg-), a. & n. Bark 
used as febrifuge & tonic, as ~ bitters. 
[f. Angustura, town on the Orinoco, now 
Ciudad Bolivar] 

ang'rly (-ngg-), a. Enraged, wrathful, 
resentful, tat, about, thing, at, with, 
person); irritable, passionate; (of wound, 
sore, etc.) inflamed, painful. Hence 
~il,Y2 adv. [ME, f. anger n. + -Y2] 

Ang'strom (ang'strdtm or ong-) un'It, n. 
A hundred-millionth of a centimetre, used 
in expressing short wave-lengths (abbr. 
A.U.). [A. J. Angstrom, Swedish phy¬ 
sicist (d. 1874)] 

ang'uine (-nggw-), a. Snake-like. [f. L 
anguinus (anguis snake), see -ink 1 ] 

ang'uish (-nggw-), n. Severe bodily or 
mental pain. [ME anguisse, -ish f. OF 
anguisse choking f. L angustia tightness] 

ang'ular (-ngg-), a. Having angles; sharp- 
-comered; placed in, at, an angle; 
measured by angle, as ~ divergence; 
wanting plumpness; wanting suavity. 
Hence angula'riTY (-ngg-) n., ~ly2 
(-ngg-) adv. [f. L angularis (angulus 
ANGLE1, see -AR1)] 

ang'ul|ate (-ngg-), a. Formed with 

animate 
corners. Hence ~ate3 (-ngg-) v.t., ~a'- 

tion (-ngg-) n. [f. L angulatus (angle1, 
-ate2)] 

angus'ti- (-ngg-) in comb. With narrow 
•—> as -foliate, -rostrate, (leaves, beak). [L 
angustus narrow ] 

anhyd'rous, a. (chem.). Without water 
of crystallization, [f. Gk anudros (an- (5) 
-fhudor water) +-ous] 

anicon'ic, a. (Gk ant.). (Of idols 
symbols) not shaped in human or animal 
form, [an-(5)+iconic] 

an'icut, ann-, n. (Anglo-Ind.). River- 
-dam in S. India built for irrigation pur¬ 
poses. [f. Tamil anai-kattu dam-building] 

anigh (ani'), adv. & prep. Near. [mod. 
f. nigh, after anear, afar] 

fin'll, n. Indigo (shrub & dye). [F or Pg. 
anil f. Arab, an-nil (al the + Arab.-Pers. 
nil f. Skr. nili indigo)] 

Sn'ile, a. Old-womanish; imbecile, [f. L 
jinilis (anus old woman, see -ile) ] 
an'iline, n. A chemical base, the source 

of many dyes, obtained originally from 
indigo, now chiefly from coal-tar. [anil 
+ -INEfi ] 

anil'Ity, n. Dotage, [f. L anilitas (anlle, 
see -ty)] 

animadvdr'sion (-shn), n. Criticism; 
censure, [f. L animadversio (animadver- 
tere -vers-, see foil, and -ion)] 

animadvert', v.i. Pass criticism or cen¬ 
sure on (conduct, fault, etc.), [f. L 
animadvertere f. animus mind + ADivertere 
vers- turn)] 

an'imal, n. & a. 1. Organized being en¬ 
dowed (more or less perceptibly) with life, 
sensation, & voluntary motion; other 
~ than man; quadruped; a brutish man. 
2. adj. Pertaining to the functions 
of ~s, as ~ spirits (natural buoyancy), 
~ magnetism (mesmerism); pertaining to 
~s as opp. to vegetables; carnal. Hence 
'—'LY2 adv. [L, for animate neut. of 
animalis having breath (anima breath, 
see -al) ; the adj. orig. f. L adj.] 

animal'cule, n. Microscopic animal, [f. 
L animalculum (animal, see prec. & 
-CULE) 

animal'cul|ism, n. Reference of physio¬ 
logical phenomena to agency of animal¬ 
cules. So ~ist n. [f. prec. +-ISM] 

an'imalism, n. Animal activity; sensu¬ 
ality ; doctrine that men are mere animals. 
[ANIMAL + -ISM ] 

animal'Ity, n. Animal nature or system; 
merely animal nature; the animal world, 
[f. F animaliti (animal a., see -ty)] 

an'imaliz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Convert into 
animal substance, sensualize. Hence 
~A'TION n. [ANIMAL + -IZE ] 

an'imate1, a. Living; lively, [f. L 
animare quicken, see -ate2] 

an'imat|e2, v.t. Breathe life into; en¬ 
liven, make lively, as an ~ed discussion; 
inspirit (esp. in p.p.); inspire, actuate. 
Hence or c.ogn. ~edLY2 adv., animA'TiON 

n., (esp.) ardour, vivacity, ~or n., (also. 
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Cinemat.) artist who prepares ~ed car¬ 
toons. [f. prec., see-ate3] 

dn'irne (-ma), n. A W. Indian resin used 
in making varnish; other resins. [F, of 
unkn. orig. ] 

an'Im|ism, n. Doctrine of the anima 
mundi (that phenomena of animal life 
are produced by an immaterial soul); 
attribution of living soul to inanimate 
objects & natural phenomena; spiri¬ 
tualism (as opposed to materialism). 
Hence ~ist n., ~is'tic a. [f. L anima life, 
soul + -ISM ] 

animos'ity, n. Active enmity (against, 
between). [ME, f. OF animosite or LL 
animositas (animosus spirited f. foil., see 
-OSE & -TY)] 

an'imus, n. (no pi.). Animating spirit; 
animosity. [L, = soul, mind, mental 
impulse] 

an'ion, n. Electro-negative clement 
evolved at anode during electrolysis 
(opp. CATION), [f. ANA- +ION] 

an'ise, n. Umbelliferous plant with 
aromatic seeds. [ME, f. OF anis f. L f. Gk 
anison anise, dill] 

an'iseed, n. Seed of anise, used as a 
carminative. 

anisette' (-z-), n. Liqueur flavoured with 
aniseed. [F, dim. of anis anise] 

anis|o- in comb. Unequal, as ~6m'erous, 
unsymmetrical, ~op'ia, inequality of 
vision in the eyes. [f. Gk anisos (AN- 
(5) +isos equal)] 

ank'er, n. Measure of wine & spirits in 
Holland, N. Germany, Denmark, Sweden, 
Russia, & formerly in England (8J imp. 
gals); cask holding the quantity. [Du., 
of unkn. orig. ] 

ankh (angk), n. (Egypt, ant.). Key-like 
cross as symbol of enduring life & 
generative energy. [Egyptian, = life] 

ankle (ang'kl), n. Joint connecting 
foot with leg; slender part between 
this & calf. [ME ankel prob. f. ON (cf. 
OSw. ankol) f. Gmc *ank- (Aryan *ang- 
as in angle1), whence also, app., OE 
ancleow] 

ank'let, n. Ornament or support for 
ankle, [prec. -f -let ] 

ann'a, n. Formerly, a unit of currency in 
India and Pakistan, the sixteenth part of 
a rupee (now replaced by a decimal coin¬ 
age); see pie4, pice. [Hind, ana] 

ann'alist, n. Wnter of annals. Hence 
annalis'tic a. [f. foil. +-ist] 

ann'als (-z), n. pi. Narrative of events 
year by year; historical records, [f. L 
annates (libri) yearly (books) f. annus 
year, -AL] 

ann'ates (-ts), n. pi. (Rom. Cath.) first 
year’s revenue of see or benefice, paid to 
Pope, [f. F annate f. med. L annata year’s 
proceeds (annus, see -ade)] 

anneal' (-el), v.t. Toughen by gradually 
diminishing heat, temper (lit. & fig.). 
[OE oneelan f. on an- (1) + Ulan burn, 
bake] 

annec'tent, a. Connecting, as ~ link. 
[f. L as annex, see -ent] 

Annel'ida, n. pi. (zool.). The class of seg¬ 
mented worms. Hence ann'eliD3 n., 
annel'idAN a. [mod. L, f. F anneUs 
ringed (OF annel ring f. L a(n)nellus dim. 
of anulus ring) +ida, cf. -id3] 

annex', v.t. Add as subordinate part; 
append (to book etc.); take possession of 
(territory etc.); attach as an attribute, 
addition, or consequence. Hence or 
cogn. ~able a., annexA'TiON n. [ME, f. 
OF annexer f. annexe thing joined f. L an- 

(neclere nex- bind)] 
ann'ex(e), n. Addition to a document; 
supplementary building. [F (-are), see 
prec.] 

anni'hilat|e (-nil-), v.t. Blot out of 
existence. Hence ~oe n. [f. LL an- 

nihilare (nihil nothing), see -ate2] 

annihilation (-nil-), n. Utter destruc¬ 
tion; (Theol.) destruction of soul as well 
as body, whence ~ism, ~ist, nn. [F, or 
f. LL annihilatio, see prec. & -ation ] 

annivers'ary, n. Yearly return of a date; 
celebration of this. [ME, f. L anniver- 
sarius (annus year + versus turned, see 
-ARY1)] 

ann'o aetat'Ts sii'ae, phr. In the — year 
of his or her age. [L ] 

Ann'o Dom'ini (a-), phr. In the year of 
our Lord, of the Christian era, (usu. 
a.d.); H (colloq., as n.) advancing age (~ 
is the trouble). [L] 

ann'ot|ate, v.t. & i. Furnish with notes 
(book, author); (v.i.) make notes (on). 
So ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. L annotare 
(nota mark), see -ate3] 

announce', v.t. Proclaim; intimate the 
approach of; make known (without 
words) to senses or mind. Hence ~ment 

(-sm-), announ'cER1 (esp. of items broad¬ 
cast), nn. [late ME, f. OF anoncer f. L 
AKnunciare (nuntius messenger) ] 

annoy'1, n. (arch., poet.). Annoyance. 
[ME, f. OF anui, anoi f. Rom. inodio 
f. L phr. in odio in hatred, hateful] 

annoy'2, v.t. Irritate; molest, harass. 
[ME, f. OF anuier etc. f. Rom. inodiare, 
f. as prec.] 

annoy'ance, n. Molestation; vexation; 
disgust. [ME, f. OF anuiance, anoiance 
(anuier, see prec. & -ance)] 

ann'ual, a. & n. Reckoned by the year; 
recurring yearly; lasting for one year; 
(plant) that lives only for a year; (book 
etc.) published in yearly numbers. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [ME annuel f. OF f. LL 
annualis — cl. L annalis (annus year, see 
-al)] 

annuitant, n. One who holds an annuity. 
[f. foil. + -ant, by assim. to accountant etc. ] 

annu'ity, n. Sum payable in respect of 
a particular year; yearly grant; invest¬ 
ment of money entitling investor to series 
of equal annual sums; life, terminable, 
perpetual, ~ (ceasing at death of investor, 
after specified term, on repayment of 
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principal); immediate, deferred or rever¬ 
sionary, ~ (commencing at end of first 
interval of payment after investment, 
after specified interval or event). [ME, f. 
OF annuite f. med. L annuitatem (annuus 
yearly, see -ty) ] 

annul', v.t. (-11-). Annihilate; abolish, 
cancel; declare invalid. Hence ~ment n. 
[ME, f. OF anulleri. LL Aunullare (nullus 
none)] 

ann'ular, a. Ring-like; ~ space (between 
inner & outer surface of cylinder); ~ 
ligament (girding wrist & ankle); ~ 
eclipse of sun (when moon, projected on 
sun’s disc, loaves ring of light visible). 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. F annulaire or L 
an(n)ularis (an(n)ulus ring, see -ah1)] 

ann'ulate, -ated, aa. Furnished, marked, 
with rings; formed of rings. Hence 
annulA'TiON n. [f. L an{n)ulatus (as foil., 
see -ate2)] 

ann'ulet, n. Small ring; (Archit.) small 
fillet encircling column, [f. L an(n)ulus 
ring + -ET1] 

ann'uloid, a. Ring-like. So ann'ulosE1 a. 
[as prec. + -OID] 

annun'eiate (-shl-), v.t. Proclaim; inti¬ 
mate as coming or ready, [f. LL annun- 
tiare announce, see -ate3] 

annuncia'tion (-si-), n. Announcement; 
(A~) that of the incarnation, made by 
the angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary, 
festival commemorating this. Lady-day, 
March 25th. [ME, f. OF annonciation or 
LL annuntiatio (as prec., see -ation)] 

annun'eiator (-shl-), n. Announcer; 
indicator showing in which direction 
attendance summoned by bell or tele¬ 
phone is needed, [f. LL annuntiator (as 
prec., see -or)] 

ano-, pref. = Gk and adv., upward; in 
scientific terms, as ~car'pous, (of ferns) 
having fructification on upper part of 
frond; ~gHn'ic, developed upwardly or 
inwardly. 

an'ode, n. (electr.). Positive pole (cf. 
cathode), [f. Gk anodos way up (ana up 
+hodos way)] 

an'odyne, a. & n. (Medicine, drug) able 
to assuage pain; (anything) mentally 
soothing, [f. L f. Gk anodunos painless 
(an- (5) + odune pain)] 

anoet'ic, a. (psych.). Characterized by 
anoes'is, consciousness with sensation 
but without thought, [f. A- (7) + Gk 
noetos perceptible + -ic] 

anoint', v.t. Apply ointment, oil, to (esp. 
as religious ceremony at baptism or on 
consecration as priest or king); moisten, 
rub; the Lord’s Anointed, Christ, (also) 
king by divine right, [f. obs. adj. anoint 
f. OF enoint p.p. of enoindre f. L vs(unguere 
unci-) ] 

anomalis'tic, a. (astron.). ~ year, time 
earth takes to pass from perihelion to 
perihelion; ^ month, time moon takes to 
pass from perigee to perigee, [f. Gk 
anomalos anomalous+-ist+ -io] 
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anom'alous, a. Irregular; abnormal. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. LL f. Gk 
anomalos_{an-(5) +homalos even) +-ous] 

anom'alure, n. African scale-tailed 
squirrel, [f. Gk anomalos anomalous 
+ oura tail] 

anom'aly, n. Unevenness of motion etc.; 
irregularity; (Astron.) angular distance of 
planet or satellite from its last perihelion 
or perigee, [f. L f. Gk andmalia (andma• 
los see prec.)] 

an'omo- in comb. Irregular, as ~carp'ous, 
bearing unusual fruit, ~phfjll'ous, with 
leaves irregularly placed, [f. Gk anomos 
without law (a- not + nomos)} 

anon', adv. Soon, presently; (of contrast) 
now again; ever ~, every now & then. 
[OE on an into one, on ane in one (body, 
mind, state, way, movement, moment)] 

anona'ceous (-a'shws), a. Pertaining to 
the custard-apple family Annonaceae 
(formerly Anonaccae). [-aceous] 

an'onym, n. Person who remains name¬ 
less ; psexidonym. [f. F anonyme (as foil.) ] 

anonym'ity, n. State of being anony¬ 
mous. [as foil., see-ty] 

andn'yinous, a. (abbr. anon.). Of un¬ 
known name; of unknown or undeclared 
authorship. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[f. L f. Gk andnumos nameless (an- (5) + 
onoma name) ] 

anoph'eles (-z), n. Kinds of (esp. malarial) 
mosquito. [Gk, = hurtful (an- not, 
opheleo benefit)] 

an'orak, n. Jacket of skin or cloth with 
hood attached, worn esp. in arctic 
regions, [f. Eskimo dnoraq] 

anos'mia, n. Loss of sense of smell. 
[mod. L f. an- (5) ■+- Gk osme smell + -ia 1 ] 

anoth'er (-udh-), pron. & a. (pi. other a., 
others pron.). An additional (one), as try 
~ pear, try~ ; II unnamed additional party 
to legal action (X versus Y ~); || (in 
list of cricket eleven etc., written A. N. 
Other) anonymous player or one still to 
be selected; a counterpart to, as ~ 
Solomon; such ~, ~ of the same sort; a 
different (one), as take this towel away 

bring 'me ~; (contrasted or coupled 
with one) one man’s meat is ~ man’s 
poison, taken one with ~; one ~. [an 

+ OTHER; in ME superseding OE other 
used by itself] 

anour'ous (-oor-), a. Tailless, [f. an- (5) 
+ Gk oura tail + -ous] 

anox'ia, n. (med.). Deficiency of oxygen. 
[f. AN- (5), OX(YGEN), -IA1] 

anschluss (an'shldbs), n. Union. [G] 
an'serine, a. Of, like, a goose; silly, [f. 

L anserinus (anser goose, see -ine1)] 
answer1 (ahn'ser), n. Reply; defence; 
solution; thing done in return. [orig.= 
solemn affirmation to rebut a charge, 
OE andswaru f. Gmc *andsivard (and- 
against + *swar- f. *swarjan, OE swerian 
swear)] 

answer2 (ahn'ser), v.t. & i. Reply to or to, 
as ~ me, my quest ion, to me, to my question; 
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~ to (acknowledge, have) the name, of X; 
~ (summons to) the door; reply to 
(charge); be responsible (/or person or 
thing); ~ (correspond to, also ~ to) my 
hopes, your description; ~ (fulfil) my pur¬ 
pose; will not ~ (do, succeed); ~ back 
(vulg.), ~ rebuke saucily. [OE and- 
swarian (as prec.)] 

answerable (ahn'ser-), a. Responsible (to 
person, for act); (arch.) corresponding 
(to), [prec. +-able] 

ant, n. A small social hymenopterous 
insect celebrated for industry, emmet, 
pismire; ~-6ear, the great —eater; ~- 
-eggs, larvae of~s; ~-catcher, ~-thrush, 
bird of thrush family living on ~s; ~- 
-eater, name of various animals that live 
on ~s; ~-fly, winged ~, used as bait in 
angling; ~-liill, mound over ~s’-nest, 
conical nest of termites; White Ant, 
termite, destructive social insect of 
neuropterous order. [OE demete, emele, 
i. WG "dmaitjd (a oH+maitan cut); 
demote became ant, emete emmet] 

an’t (ahnt). See be. 
ant- = anti- before unaspirated vowel, 
-ant, suf. forming adjj. (& nn.) f. F -ant 

(or direct) f. L -antem, -intern, -intern, 
accus. of pres, part, (nom. -ans, -ens). 
OF levelled all L partt. under ending 
-ant, though later F preserved L -ent-. 
ME adopted OF -ant as -aunt, -ant. Most 
old wds retain -ant, but since 1500 some 
have been refasb., universally (apparent) 
or partly (dependent, -ant); see -ent. 

Mod. wds in -ant are f. L -ant-, direct or 
thr. F, or on L anal, (rarely where no 
vb exists, as benignant on anal, of malig¬ 
nant). Noun meanings: (1) personal 
agent, (2) thing, esp. drug, producing 
effect. 

anta'cid, a. & n. Preventive of acidity 
(esp. in stomach). [ant-+acid] 

antag'onism, n. Active opposition (to, 
against, thing; between two; come into ~ 
with); opposing principle, [f. as foil., see 
-ISM (cf. F -isme) ] 

antag'on|Ist, n. Opponent, adversary; 
(Phys.) counteracting muscle. Hence 
~is'tic a., ~is'tiCALLY adv. [f. F -iste or 
LL -ista f. Gk anlagonistes(as foil., see -1ST) ] 

antag'onize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. (Of a force 
etc.) counteract, tend to neutralize, 
(another); evoke hostility in, provoke to 
opposition, make into an enemy; ‘oppose, 
resist, [f. Gk Amagonizomai (agon con¬ 
test, see -ize) ] 

antal'kal|i, n. Substance that counter¬ 
acts an alkali. Hence ~ine1 a. [ant- 
+ ALKALI ] 

antaphrodis'iac (-z-), a. & n. Preven¬ 
tive of venereal desire. [f. ANT- + APHRO¬ 
DISIAC 1 

antarc'tic, a. Southern, of south polar 
regions; A~ Pole, S. pole of earth or 
heavens; A~ Circle, parallel of 66° 32' S. 
[ME antartik f. OF -ique f. L f. Gk ant- 

(■arktikos arctic) ] 

48 antependium 

an'tfe, n., & v.t. Stake put up by poker- 
-player before drawing new cards; (v.t.) 
put up (an ~); ‘(transf.) to bet, stake, 
pay up. [L, = before] 

an'te-, pref. = L ante before, prep. & 
adv., used in E to form nn. & adjj. with 
or without adj. ending. 1. nn. (main 
stress on an'te), as —room. 2. adjj. (main 
stress not on ante), as —reforma'tion- 
(at); ~nup'tial; -—Commun'ion (.Service), 
Anglican Communion Service to end of 
prayer for the ‘Church militant’, 

anteced'ence, n. Precedence, priority, (in 
time or causal relation); (Astron.) retro¬ 
grade motion, [f. L anlecedere, see foil. & 
-ence ] 

antecedent, a. & n. 1. Previous (to); pre¬ 
sumptive, a priori. 2. n. Preceding thing 
or circumstance; (Logic) the part of a 
conditional proposition on which the 
other depends; (Gram.) noun, clause, 
sentence, to which a following (esp. 
relative) pronoun or adverb refers; 
(Math.) first term of a ratio; (pi.) past 
history (esp. of persons). Hence ~ly2 
adv. [f. F, or L antecedent-, part, of ANTE- 
(cedere go), see -ent ] 

an'techamber, n. Room leading to chief 
apartment, [earlier anti-, f. F anti- 
chambre, f. It. anticamera (ante-, cham¬ 
ber)] 

an'techapel, n. Outer part at west end 
of chapel, [ante-+ chapel] 

an'tedate1, n. Date before the true time 
(esp. of writing), [ante- + date2 n.] 

antedate'2, v.t. Affix, assign, an earlier 
than the true date to (document, event); 
precede; anticipate, [f. prec.] 

antediluv'ian (-loo-), a. & n. Belonging, 
referring, appropriate, to the time before 
the flood; (colloq.) utterly out of date; 
(n.) old-fashioned person or thing, (also) 
very old person, [f. ante-+L diluvium 
DELUGE +-AN] 

an'telope, n. Deer-like ruminant kinds 
of animals. [ME, f. OF antelop or med. L 
ant(h)alopus f. Gk antholops of unkn. 
orig. ] 

dn'te mSrtd'fSm, phr. (abbr. a.m.). 
Between midnight & noon, as 7.30 a.m. 

JL) 
antemun'dane, a. Existing, occurring, 
before creation of world, [f. ante-+L 
mundus world + -ane ] 

antenat'al, a. Previous to birth, [ante- 
+NATAL] 

antenn'la, n. (pi. ~ae). Sensory organ 
found in pairs on heads of insects & 
Crustacea, feeler; (Bot.) irritable pro¬ 
cesses in male flower of some orchids; 
(Radio) = aerial n. Hence ~al, ~ary1, 
~If'erous, ~Ieorm, aa. [L, = sail- 
-yard] 

antenup'tial (-shl), a. Born, occurring, 
etc., before marriage, [f. LL ANTE(nup- 
tialis nuptial)] 

antepen'dium, n. Veil for front of altar, 
[med. L (ante-, penclere hang)] 
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antepenult' (or -pen*), a. & n. Last but 
two (orig. & usu. of syllables), [abbr. of 
LL (syllaba) antepaenvMma, see foil. ] 

antepenul'timate, a. & n. = prec. [f. LL 
~A.HTE(paenultimits penult) +-ate2] 
ant6-p5st', a. (Of racing bets) made 
before the runners’ numbers are hoisted 

^on the board, [ante-] 
ant6pran'dial, a. Before-dinner. [f. 
^ante- +L prandium + -al ] 
anter'ior, a^More to the front; prior (to). 
Hence anterio'riTY n., ~ly2 adv. [f. F 
antirieur or LL anterior, compar. f. ante 
ANTE-] 

an'te- room, n. Room leading to another; 
(Mil.) sitting-room in officers’ mess. 
[ante- +ROOM, after earlier antechamber] 

anth- pref. = anti- before aspirate, 
anthel'ion, n. (pi. -ia). Luminous ring 
projected on cloud or fog bank opposite 
to sun. [late Gk, neut. of anthelios 

^opposite to sun (anth- + helios sun)] 
anthelmin'tic, a. & n. (Medicine) of use 
against intestinal worms, [f. anth- + Gk 
helmins -minthos worm + -ic ] 

an'them, n. Composition for church use 
sung antiphonally; non-metrical com¬ 
position (usu. from Scriptures or Liturgy) 
set to sacred music; song of praise or 
gladness. [OE antefne f. med. L antefana 
f. LL antiphona, antefana antiphon, B 
development being antef'ne, antem'ne, 
an'tem, an’them] 

an'ther, n. (bot.). Part of stamen con¬ 
taining pollen; ~-dws<, pollen; ~-valve, 
opening by which pollen is shed. Hence 
~al, ~iE'EROUS, ~0ID, aa. [f. F anthdre or 
mod. L anthera, in cl. L medicine ex¬ 
tracted from flowers f. Gk anthera flowery, 
fern. adj. f. anthos] 

anth51'og|y, n. A choice collection of 
passages from literature; the (Greek) A~y, 
a collection of about 4,500 poems, in¬ 
scriptions, etc. by more than 300 writers 
(5th c. B.c.-6th c. A.D.). Hence ~ist n. 
[late Gk use of anthologia (anthos flower 
+ -logia collection f. lego gather)] 

An'thony (dn'to-), n. St ~, patron of 
swineherds; ~, smallest pig of litter; (St) 
~’s fire, erysipelas. 

an'thracene, n. Complex hydrocarbon 
obtained in tho distillation of coal-tar, 
the ultimate source of synthetic alizarin, 
[f. Gk anthrax -akos coal +-ENE] 

an'thrac|Ite, n. Non-bituminous variety 
of coal. Hence ~it'ic, ~Itous, aa. [f. Gk 
anthrakitis a kind of coal, or as prec. 
+ -ITE1] 

an'thrax, n. Malignant boil; splenic 
fever of sheep & cattle; malignant 
pustule caused in man by infection from 
animals so affected. [L f. Gk, = car¬ 
buncle ] 

anthroplo- in comb. = Gk anlhropos man, 
as: ~ocen'tric, centring in man; ~6g’eny, 
study of origin of man; ~6g'raphy, science 
of geographical distribution of mankind; 
~olite, ~olith, (-op-), fossil man ; ~6m’etry 

measurement of human body; ~&ph'a- 
gous, —Cyph’agy, man-eating, 

an'thropoid, a. & n. Man-like; (n.) being 
that is human in form only, esp. ~ ape. 
[f. Gk anthropoeidis (anthropo-, see -oid)] 

anthropol'ogy. u. Whole science of man; 
physiological & psychological science of 
man ; study of man as an animal. Hence 
anthropolo'giCAL a., anthropolo'gi- 
calLY2 adv., anthropoL'ooiST n. [as 
prec. +-logy] 

anthropormSrph'ic, a. Of the nature of 
anthropomorphism, [as foil. +-ic] 

anthropomol-ph'lize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. 
Attribute human form or personality to 
(God etc. or abs.). Hence ~ism, ~ist, nn. 
[as foil. +-ize] 

anthropomdrph'ous, a. Of human form, 
[f. Gk ANTHROPOmorpiios (morphe form) + 
-ous] 

anti-, pref. = Gk anti (before unaspir. 
vowel ant-, before aspirate anth-) oppo¬ 
site, against, in exchange, instead, rival¬ 
ling. In wds f. Gk, or modelled on them, 
as -thesis, -climax. As living pref. in E (1) 
combining with nouns to form nouns, 
anti- having adj. force = rival (-pope, 
-king), opposing, counter, (-chorus, 
-league), reverse of (-climax); main stress 
is on an'li-. (2) forming adjj. on nouns 
governed by anti- (-slavery society, 
-vaccination league) or on adjj. implying 
a noun so governed (-national, -ritualistic), 
with sense ‘opposed to’; many of these 
are also nouns, esp. names of medicines 
(-dysenteric)-, main stress is not on ~. (3) 

forming derivative nouns & adjj. by 
addition of a suit., esp. -ist, (-alcoholist, 
-tobacconist, -Sabbatarian) with sense ‘one 
opposed to’, also corresponding abstract 
nn. in -ism (-Darwinism)-, main stress is 
not on ~. 

anti-air'craft (-ah-), a. ~ gun etc. (for 
shooting down hostile aircraft), [prec.] 

an'tiar, n. Upas tree of Java; poison 
thence obtained. [Jav. ant jar] 

antibil'ious, a. Of use against biliousness. 
[anti- (2)] 

antibiot'ic, a. & n. 1. Capable of destroy¬ 
ing or injuring living organisms, esp. 
bacteria. 2. n. ~ substance. [anti-(2), Gk 
biotikos fit for life (bios life, -ic) ] 

an'tibody, n. (physiol.). Kinds of sub¬ 
stance in the blood tending to neutralize 
others that are harmful, [anti- (1) ] 

an'tic,a.&n. l.(arch.). Grotesque,bizarre. 
2. n. Grotesque posture (usu. pi.); (arch.) 
mountebank, clown, [f. It. anlico f. L 
anliquus ancient, apparently from ascrip¬ 
tion of grotesque work to tho ancients] 

an'tichrist (-k-), n. Enemy of Christ; 
(A~, the A~) great personal opponent 
of Christ expected by early church to 
appear before end of world. [ME, f. LL 
antichristus f. Gk antikristos (anti- (1) + 
khrislos CHRIST)] 

antichrls'tian (-k-), a. Pertaining to 
Antichrist; opposed to Christianity. 
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Hence ~ism (-k-) n. [f. prec., with ex¬ 
tended meaning] 

anti'ciplate, v.t. Use in advance; fore¬ 
stall (person or thing); accelerate, as ~o<e 
one’s ruin; discuss, consider, realize, 
beforehand; (pop.) look forward to, ex¬ 
pect, (event, that it will happen). Hence 
~ant a. & n., ~atiVE a., —ativeLY2 (-vl-) 
adv. [f. L anticipare (anti- for ante - + 
-cipare f. capere take) see -ate3] 

anticipa'tion, n. Action of anticipating 
(in senses of the vb); thanking you in ~, 
closing formula in letter of inquiry or 
request; (Med.) occurrence of phenomena 
before usual time; (Mus.) introduction 
beforehand of part of chord about to fol¬ 
low. [f. L anticipatio (as prec., see -ation) ] 

anti'cipatlor, n. One who anticipates. 
Hence ~ory a. [L (as prec., see -or)] 

an'ticlimax, n. Opposite of climax, 
addition of a particular that weakens the 
effect; descent contrasting with previous 
rise, [anti- (1) ] 

anticlin'al, a. (Geol.) forming ridge on 
which strata lean against each other, & 
from which they slope down in opposite 
directions; (Anat.) with upright spine 
towards which spines on both sides 
incline, [f. anti- + Gk klind lean + -al] 

anticyc'lone, n. Rotary outward flow of 
air from atmospheric area of high pres¬ 
sure; whole system of pressure & out¬ 
ward flow. [ANTI- (1) ] 

an'tidotle, n. Medicine given to counter¬ 
act poison or disease (against, for, to); 
(fig.) something that counteracts an evil. 
Hence ~al a. [f. L f. Gk antidolon neut. 
of ANTidofos given against] 

an'tigen, n. Substance introduced into 
the blood to stimulate production of 
antibodies, [anti(rody) +-gen (1)] 

antigrop'elos (-z), n. pi. Waterproof 
leggings, [perh. for anlhygropelos (anti- 
(2) + Gk hugros wet+pelos mud)] 

anti-Jac'obin, a. & n. (One) opposed to 
the Jacobins (revolutionary party in 
France, 1789) or the French revolution. 

^ [anti- (2)] 
antilog'arithm, n. Number to which a 
logarithm belongs, as 100 is the ~ of 2. 
[ANTI- (1)] 

antil'ogy, n. Contradiction in terms, [f. 
Gk antilogia (anti- + -logia -logy)] 

antimacass'ar, n. Covering thrown over 
chairs etc., as protection from grease or 
as an ornament, [anti-(2) + macassar] 

an'timasque, -mask, (-mahsk), n. 
Grotesque interlude between acts of 
masque, [anti- (1)] 

antlmonatch'ical (-k-), a. Opposed to 
monarchy, [anti- (2) ] 

an'tlmony, n. Brittle metallic substance, 
bluish-white, of flaky crystalline texture, 
[late ME, f. med. L antimonium, of unkn. 
orig.] 

antinom'ian, a. & n. 1. Opposed to the 
obligatoriness of moral law; pertaining 
to A~s. 2. n. (A~) one who maintains 

antiquary 

that the moral law is not binding on 
Christians, [f. med. L Antinomi, name of 
sect in Germany (1535) alleged to hold 
above opinion (anti- + Gk nomos law) + 
-AN] 

antin'omy, n. Contradiction in a law, or 
between two laws; conflict of authority; 
paradox, [f. L f. Gk ASTinomia (nomos 
law)] 

antipathetic, a. Opposed in nature or 
disposition (to). Hence ~al a., ~alLY2 
adv. [f. Gk antipatheo (as antipathy), see 
-ETIC] 

antipathic, a. Of contrary character 
(to); (Med.) having, producing, contrary 
symptoms, [f. F antipathique f. anti- 
pathie (as foil.)] 

antip'athy, n. Constitutional or settled 
aversion (against, to, between persons), 
[f. F antipathie or L -pathia f. Gk -patheia 
f. Aimpathes opposed in feeling (pathos 
■eos) ] 

anti-pdrsonnel', a. (Of bombs etc.) 
designed to kill or injure human beings. 
[anti- (2)] 

antiphlogis'tlic, a. & n. (Medicine, paste, 
etc.) reducing inflammation. So ~ine 1 
n. P. [ANTI- (2)] 

an'tiphon, n. Verse of psalm etc. intoned 
or sung responsively by alternating 
choirs during Divine Office before or 
after psalm; similar passage sung inde¬ 
pendently of psalm & not necessarily 
responsively, [f. LL antiphona, fern, 
sing., f. Gk antiphona (neut. pi. of anti¬ 
phonos responsive) f. phone sound] 

antlph'onal, a. & n. Sung alternately; 
responsive; (n.) collection of antiphons. 
Hence ~ly 2 adv. [as prec. + -al ] 

antiph'onary, n. Book of antiphons, [f. 
med. L antiphonarium (as antiphon, see 
-ARY1)] 

antiph'ony, n. Antiphon; antiphonal 
singing response, echo. [f. Gk antiphonos, 
see antiphon & -Y1] 

antip'od|es (-z), n. pi. Place(s) diametri¬ 
cally opposite (to each other), esp. region 
opposite to our own; (sing, an'tlpode) 
exact opposite (of, to). Hence ~al, ~e'AN 
aa. [f. LL f. Gk antipodes having the feet 
opposite, pi. of ANTipows adj. (pous podos 
foot)] 

an'tlpole, n. Opposite pole; direct 
opposite, [anti- (1)] 

an'tipope, n. Pope elected in opposition 
to one (held to be) canonically chosen, 
[f. F antipape f. med. L antipapa; assim. 
to pope] 

an'tiproton, n. Negative proton, [anti- 
(1)1 

antipyret'ic, a. & n. (Drug) allaying or 
preventing fever. So antipyr'in n. P, 
a particular ~. [anti- (2); see pyretic] 

antiquaf'ian, a. & n. Connected with 
study of antiquities; large size of drawing 
paper; antiquary, whence ~ish n., ~ize 
v.i. [as foil. +-an] 

an'tiquary, n. Student, collector, of anti- 



antiquate 

quities. [f. L antiquarius (anliquus 
ancient, see -ary1)] 

an'tiquate, v.t. Make obsolete (esp. in 
p.p.), abolish as out of date; make 
antique, [f. obs. adj. antiquate (L anti- 
quare f. antiquus ancient, see -ate2)] 

antique' (-ek), a. & n. 1. Of old times; 
existing since old times; old-fashioned; 
after the manner of the ancients; archaic. 
2. n. Relic of ancient art or of old times; 
the ~ style. Hence ~ness (-kn-) n. 
[F, or f. L antiquus, anticus, former, 

^ancient (ante before); cf. antic] 

anti'quity, n. Ancientness; old times, 
esp. time before middle ages; the 
ancients; (pi.) customs, events, prece¬ 
dents, of ancient times; (usu. pi.) ancient 
relics. [ME, f. OF antiquite f. L antiquita- 
tem (antiquus, see prec. & -ty)] 

antirrhin'um (-ri-), n. Kinds of plant, 
snapdragon. [L, f. Gk antirrhinon (anti 
counterfeiting +rhis rhinos nose)] 

antisabbatar'ian, a. & n. (Person) op¬ 
posed to observance of Sabbath, [anti- 

(3)] 
antisc<5rbut'lc, a. & n. (Medicine) against 
scurvy, [anti-(2)] 

antiscrip'tural (-chdb-), a. Opposed to 
Scripture, [anti- (2)] 

anti-Sem'lite, a. & n. (Person) hostile 
to Jews. So anti-Semit'io a., ~ItiSH n. 

^ [ANTI- (2)] 
antisep't|ic, a. & n. (Agent) counter¬ 
acting putrefaction (lit. & fig.). Hence 
~ICALLY adV. [f. ANTI- (3) + SEPTIC] 

antiso'cial (-shl), a. Opposed to princi¬ 
ples on which society is based. [anti-(2)] 

antis'trophe, n. (Lines sung during) 
returning movement in Greek choruses 
(cf. strophe) ; inverse relation. [LL, f. 
Gk, = turning about (A^Tistrepho turn 
against) 

antistroph'ic, a. Pertaining to antistro¬ 
phes. [f. Gk antistrophikos (as prec., see 
-io)] 

an'ti-tank, a. (Of gun etc.) for use against 
tanks, [anti-(2)] 

antithe'list, n. One opposed to belief in 
existence of a God. Hence ~isii n. [anti- 

(3)] 
antith esls, n. (pi. -theses). Contrast of 
ideas expressed by parallelism of strongly 
contrasted words; opposition, contrast, 
(of, between, two things); direct opposite 
(of, to). [LL f. Gk (vbl n. f. ANTllithemi set 
against) ] 

antithetic, a. Of the nature of antithesis; 
contrasted; consisting of two opposites. 
Hence ~al a., ~alLY2 adv. [f. Gk anti- 
thelikos (as prec., see -ic) ] 

antitox'lin, n. A serum serving to neutral¬ 
ize a toxin. So ~ic a. [anti-(2)] 

an'ti-trade, a. & n. ~ (wind), one that 
blows in opposite direction to trade 
wind, [anti-(2)] 

antltrlnitar'ian, a. & n. (One) opposed to 
doctrine of the Trinity. Hence ~ism n. 
[anti- (3)] 

an'tity pe, n. That which a type or symbol 
represents. Hence antityp'iCAL a. [f. 
Gk ANTiiupos responding as an impression 

^to the die (typos stamp)] 
antlvenene', n. Antitoxin, esp. a snake- 

-poison antidote, [f. ANTI- + L venenum 
poison] 

ant'ler, n. Branched horn, branch of a 
horn, of stag or other deer. Hence 
~ed2 (-lerd) a. [late ME auntelere f. OF 
antoillier (mod. andouiller) of unkn. 
orig. ] 

antonomas'Ia (-z-), n. Substitution of 
epithet etc. for proper name (e.g. the Iron 
Duke); use of proper name to express 
general idea (e.g. a Solomon). [L f. Gk, f. 
ANTonomazo name instead (onoma name)] 

an'tonym, n. A word of contrary mean¬ 
ing to another, as bad to good (opp. 
synonym), [anti- +(syn)onym] 

an'trum, n. (pi. -Ira). Cavity in the body 
(esp. one in the upper jaw-bone), [f. L, f. 
Gk antron cave] 

Ant'wdrp (a-), n. ~ (pigeon), kind of 
homing or carrier pigeon. [Antwerp in 
Belgium] 

dn'us, n. Posterior opening of alimentary 
canal in animals. [L] 

an'vll, n. Block (usu. iron) on which 
smith works metal; (Physiol.) a bone of 
the ear. [OE onftlti, anfelte (= OHG 
anafalz) of uncert. orig.] 

anxi'ety (angz-), n. Uneasiness, concern; 
solicitous desire (for a thing, to do), [f. F 
anxiett or L anxietas -alls(asfoil., see -ty)] 

anxious (&ngk'stms), a. Troubled, uneasy 
(about); earnestly desirous (for a thing, 
to do); causing anxiety, as an ~ business. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L anxius (angere 
choke)+-0US; cf. LL anxiosus] 

any (gn'i), a., pron., & adv. (With interrog.) 
one, some, (no matter which), as have 
you ~ wool ? have you ~ of them ? were ~ 
Frenchmen there ?; (after negative expr. 
or implied) cannot see ~ difference, to 
prevent ~ loss, cannot find ~ of them; (in 
affirmative sent.) whichever (of all) is 
chosen, every, as ~ chemist ivill tell you, 
at ~ rate; anyone (pron.), whatever indi¬ 
vidual is chosen; ~ one or anyone (adj.), 
~ person, anybody; (adv., w. compar. in 
neg. or interrog. context) at all, in ~ 
degree, (is that ~ ^better ?; without being 
~ the wiser). [OE lenig (= OHG einig) f. 
an ONE +-ig (see -Y2)] 

an'ybody (6n-), n. or pron. Any person; 
if you ivish to be ~ (of any importance); 
two or three anybodies (ordinary people), 

an'yhow (6n-), adv. & conj. In any way 
whatever; in any case, at any rate; at 
haphazard, as docs his work ~, things are 
all 

an'ythlng (6n-), pron. & n. Whatever 
thing; a thing, no matter which; a thing 
of any kind. 

an'yway (tin-), adv. & conj. = anyhow. 

anywhere (Cn'lwai), adv. In any place, 
an'y wise (6n-; -z), adv. In any wise. 
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An'zac (&-)> n. & a. (PI.) the Australian 
& New Zealand Army Corps in the war of 
1914-18; (sing.) member of the ~s; (adj.) 
of the~s. [= A. & N.-Z. A.C.] 

a'orist, a. & n. (Gram.) indefinite, imply¬ 
ing no limitation; (Gk Gram.) ~ (tense), 
one denoting simply occurrence (in 
indicative, with augment1, past), without 
limitations as to continuance etc. So 
aoris'tio a. [f. Gk aorislos indefinite 
(a- not f-horizo limit)] 

a<Srt'|a, n. Great artery or trunk of the 
arterial system, issuing from left ven¬ 
tricle of heart. Hence ~ic a. [f. med. L f. 
Gk aorte that which is hung (aeiro lift) ] 

H outrance (see Ap.), phr. To the death, 
to the bitter end. [F] 

ap-, pref. = ad- before p, & see apo-. 

apace', adv. Swiftly, quickly, [a prep. 
+ PACE1] 

apache' (-ahsh), n. Violent street ruffian 
in Paris; (A~, pr. opach'i) member of 
N.-Amer. tribe. [F, f. native name, 
lit. = enemy] 

ap'anage, app-, n. Provision for main¬ 
tenance of younger children of kings etc., 
(orig. province or lucrative office); per¬ 
quisite ; (of territory) dependency; 
natural accompaniment or attribute. [F, 
f. med. L appanagium f. kvpanare (panis 
bread) endow with means of subsistence, 
see -age] 

ap£tt', adv. Aside, separately, indepen¬ 
dently, (from); asunder; set ~, devote, 
reserve (for); jesting ~ (laid aside). [ME, 
f. OF apart (a to, part side)] 

apart'heid (-t-hat), n. (S. Afr.). Racial 
segregation. [Afrikaans (apart, -hood)] 

apatt'ment, n. Single room of a house; 
(pi., & arch. & U.S. sing.) set of rooms (*~ 
house, block of flats), [f. F apparlement f. 
It. appartamento f. appartare separate] 

apathet'lic, a. Insensible to emotion; in¬ 
different. Hence ~ically adv. [f. foil., 
after pathetic ] 

ap'athy, n. Insensibility to suffering; 
passionless existence; indolence of mind. 
[f. F apathie f. L f. Gk apalheia f. apathes 
without feeling (a- not f-pathos suffer¬ 
ing)] 

ape1, n. Tailless monkey (gorilla, chim¬ 
panzee, orang-outan, gibbons); imitator, 
mimic; play the ~, mimic; sea ~, fish 
(sea fox). [OE apa, OHG affo, ON api, 
Gmc; ult. orig. unkn. ] 

ape2, v.t. Imitate, mimic, [f. prec.] 
apeak' (-ek), adv. & pred. a. (naut.). 
Vertical, as oars ~. [f. F d pic (a to, at, 
pic, summit, see peak)] 

apep'sy, n. Lack of digestive power, [f. 
Gk apcpsia (a- not + pepto digest)] 

aperfu (see Ap.), n. Summary exposition, 
conspectus. [F, p.p. of apercevoir per¬ 
ceive] 

ape'rient (or -er-), a. & n. Laxative 
(medicine), [f. L aperire open, see -ent] 

ape'ritif (or ahparetef'), n. Alcoholic 
appetizer. [F (-ir-), f. med. L aperitivus 

apical 

variant of LL apertivus (L aperire open, 
see -IVE)] 

ape'ritive, a. & n. = aperient, [f. F 
aperitif (prec.)] 

ap'erture, n. Opening, gap; space 
through which light passes in optical in¬ 
struments. [f. L apertura (as prec., see 
-URE)] 

ap'ery, n. Mimicry; apish performance; 
ape-house, [ape n. + -RY] 

apet'alous, a. Without petals, [f. Gk 
apetalos leafless (a- not + peialon leaf) + 
-ous] 

ap'ex, n. (pi. -ices, -exes). Tip, top, peak; 
vertex (of triangle, cone). [L, = peak, 
tip] 

aph-. See apo-. 
aphaer'esis (-fer-), n. (gram.). The taking 
away of a letter or syllable at the begin¬ 
ning of a word. [Gk (aph-, haired take)] 

aphas'ia (-zyo), n. Loss of speech, as 
result of cerebral affection. Hence 
aphas'ic (-z-) a. & n. [Gk, f. aphaios 
speechless (a- not +pha- speak)] 

aphel'ion, n. (pi. -ia). Point farthest from 
sun (of planet’s or comet’s orbit). 
[Graecized f. mod. L aphelium f. Gk aph’ 
hetiou from the sun, after apogaeum 
apogee] 

apheliotrop'lic, a. (hot.). Turning from 
the sun. Hence ~ically adv., apheliot- 
ropiSM n. [f. Gk as prec. + tropikos turn¬ 
ing (trepo)] 

aph'esis, n. Gradual loss of unaccented 
vowel at beginning of word, as in 
(e)squire. [Gk, = letting go, f. aphiemi 
(apo away +hiemi send)] 

aphet'Ic, a. Pertaining to aphesis. Hence 
aph'etiZE v.t. [f. Gk aphetos vbl adj. (as 
prec.) -f-ic] 

Sph'is, n. (pi. dph'ides). Plant-louse, 
minute insect, the food of ladybirds, & 
tended by ants for the honey-dew it yields. 
Hence aphid'iAN a. [mod. L (Linnaeus) 
of unkn. orig. ] 

aphon'ia, n. Total loss of voice. [Gk, f. 
aphonos voiceless (a- not + phone voice)] 

aph'orism, n. Short pithy maxim. 
Hence or cogn. aphoris'mic, aphor- 
is'tic [-1ST], aa., aphorls'tiCALLY adv. 
[f. F aphorisme, (obs.) aff-, or med. L f. 
Gk aphorismos definition, f. aphorizo 
(horos boundary), see -ism ] 

aphrodls'iac (-z-), a. & n. Venereal; 
(drug) producing venereal desire, [f. Gk 
aphrodisiakos f. aphrodisios (Aphrodite 
Venus), see -ac] 

aphyll'ous, a. (bot.). Naturally leafless, 
[f. Gk aphullos (a- not -fphullon leaf) + 
-OIJS] 

apiar'ian, a. Pertaining to bee-keeping, 
[as foil. -J--an] 

ap'iarly, n. Place where bees are kept. 
Hence ~ist n. [f. L apiarium (apis bee, 
see -ary1)] 

ap'ical, a. Belonging to an apex; placed 
at the tip. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L apex 
-icis + -Ah ] 
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ap iculture, n. Bee-keeping. [f. L apis 
bee +culture] 

apiece , adv. Severally, each, as five 
_pmmds~. [orig.apiece] 
ap ish, a. Of the nature, appearance, of 
an ape; ape-like in manner, silly. Hence 

j~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. ape n. +-ISH] 
ap lanat, n. (photog.). Symmetrical 
achromatic doublet lens comparatively 
free from spherical aberration. So 
aplanat'ic a., (of lens) free from certain 
aberrations. [G, f. Gk a- not +planao 
wander; adj. f. Gk aplanetos free from 
error + -ic ] 

aplomb (see Ap.), n. Perpendicularity; 
self-possession. [F, = d plomb according 
to plummet] 

apnoe'a (-noa), n. Suspension of breath¬ 
ing. [mod. L f. Gk apnoia f. apnoos 

^breathless (a- not +pnoe breath)] 
apo-, pref. (before unaspirated vowel ap-, 

before aspirate aph-), = Gk apo prep, off, 
from, away, un-, quite; in compds f. 
Gk, & in mod. scientific wds with sense 
‘detached, separate’. 

apoc'alypse, n. Revelation, esp. that 
made to St John in island of Patmos; 
book recording this. So apocalyp'tic(AL) 
aa., apocalyp'ticalLY2 adv. [f. LL f. Gk 
apokalupsis (ATOkalupto uncover)] 

apoc'ope, n. Cutting off of last letter or 
syllable of word. [LL, f. Gk (APOkoplo 
cut off)] 

apoc'ryplia, n. Books of Old Testament 
included in Septuagint & Vulgate, but 
not originally written in Hebrew, nor 
counted genuine by Jews, & excluded 
from Canon at Reformation; Christian 
gospels & epistles not admitted to the 
New Testament. [ME, f. LL apocrypha 
(scripta) hidden writings f. Gk apokruphos 
(upokrupto hide away); treated in E as 
sing., with pi. -as] 

apoc'ryphal, a. Of the apocrypha; of 
doubtful authenticity; sham, false, [as 
prec. +-al] 

ap'od, n. Bird, reptile, fish, without (or 
with undeveloped) feet or ventral fins. 
Hence ap'odAL a. [f. Gk apous footless 
(a- not +pous poclos foot)] 

apodic'tic, -deic'tic (-di-), a. Of clear 
demonstration; clearly established. 
Hence apodic'tiCALLY adv. [f. L f. Gk 
apodeiktikos (wodeiknumi show, see -ic) ] 

apod'osis, n. (pi. -doses). Concluding 
clause of sentence (cf. protasis); conse¬ 
quent clause of conditional sentence, 
wherever placed. [LL, f. Gk (wodidomi 
give back) ] 

ap'ogee, n. Point (in orbit of moon or 
any planet) farthest from earth ; greatest 
distance of sun from earth when latter is 
in aphelion; (fig.) most distant spot, 
highest point. Hence apoge'AN a. [f. F 
apogee or med. L f. Gk apogeion away 
from earth (ge (gai-, gei-) earth)] 

apolaus'tic, a. Self-indulgent, [f. Gk 
apolaustikos (AVOlauo enjoy, see -ic)] 

Apollinar'is, n. Mineral water exported 
from the ~ spring in Rhenish Prussia. 

Apoll'o, n. (pi. -os). Greek sun-god; 
(poet.) the sun; man of great beauty. [L, 
f. Gk Apollon} 

Apoll'yon (or -Ion), n. The Devil. [LL 
(Vulg.), f. Gk apolludn part, of apolluo 
(apo-+olluo destroy)] 

apologet'ic, a. & n. Regretfully acknow¬ 
ledging, excusing, fault or failure; vindi¬ 
catory; (n., usu. pi.) argumentative 
defence, esp. of Christianity. Hence 
*—'AL a., ~alLY2 adv. [f. F apologUique f. 
LL f. Gk apologetikos (apologeomai speak 

_in defence, see apology & -ic)] 
apolo'gia, n. Written defence of the 
conduct or opinions of the writer. [Gk; 
sec apology] 

apol'ogist, n. One who defends (esp. 
Christianity) by argument, [f. F apolo¬ 
gists f. Gk apologia, see apology & -ist] 

apol'ogize, -ise (-iz), v.i. Make an 
apology (for), [f. apology + -ize ] 

ap'ologue (-5g), n. Moral fable. [F, or f. 
L f. Gk apologos fable] 

apol'ogy, n. Regretful acknowledgement 
of offence; assurance that no offence was 
intended; explanation, vindication; ~ 
for, poor or scanty specimen of (this ~ for 
a letter). [f. F apologie or L f. Gk 
apologia speech in defence] 

ap'ophthegm (-ofthCm, -oth6m), n. Terse 
saying; pithy maxim. Hence ~at'iO 
(-ofthgg-, -othf-g-) a., '•'•at'iCALLY adv. [f. 
Gk apophthegma -malos (Avophtheggoviai 
speak out)] 

apoplec't|ic, a. Pertaining to, causing, 
apoplexy; suffering from, tending to, 
apoplexy. Hence ~ically adv. [f. F 
apoplectique or LL f. Gk apoplektikos 
(apoplesso strike completely, see -ic)] 

ap'oplexy, n. Malady arresting powers of 
sense & motion, usu. caused by effusion 
of blood or serum in brain. [ME, f. OF 
apoplexie or LL f. Gk apoplexia (as prec.)] 

aposiopes'is, n. (rhet.; pi. -peses). Sudden 
breaking-off in speech. [L, f. Gk f. 
apo(siopao keep silent)] 

apos'tasy, n. Abandonment of religious 
faith, vows, principles, or party. [ME, f. 
LL f. late G)i apostasia(AVOsta- withdraw)] 

apos'tate, n. &a. (One) guilty of apostasy. 
So apostat'iCAL a. [ME, f. OF, or LL 
apostata f. late Gk apostates (as prec.)] 

apos'tatize, -ise (-iz), v.i. Become an 
apostate (from one to another), [f. as 
apostate + -ize ; cf. LL aposlatare, med. 
L -izare ] 

a pdstSrioi'i (or -er-). adv. & adj. phr. 
(Reasoning) from effects to causes; 
inductive. [L, = from what comes after] 

apos'til, n. Marginal note. [f. F apostille 
f. -iller = med. L -illare (A-(4), POSTIL)] 

apos'tle (-si), n. Messenger, esp. any of 
the twelve whom Christ sent forth to 
preach Gospel; A~s’ Creed, earliest form 
of Christian creed, anciently ascribed to 
the ~s; first successful Christian mission- 
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ary in a country, as ~ of Germany; leader 
of reform, as ~ of temperance; ~ spoons 
(with figures of ~s on handles). Hence 
~ship n. [OE aposlol (ME apostel) f. LL 
f. Gk apostolos (apostello send forth); later 
sp. (ME) f. OF apostle (mod. apdtre)] 

apos'tolate, n. Apostleship; leadership 
in a propaganda, [f. LL apostolatus (as 
prec., see -ate1)] 

apostol'ic, a. Pertaining to the Apostles; 
of the character of an apostle; of the 
Pope, papal, as See, succession. 
Hence ~al a., ~alLY2 adv. [f. F -ique or 
LL f. Gk apostolikos (as apostle, see -ic)] 

apos'troph|e \ n. (rhet.). Exclamatory 
address, in course of public speech or in 
poem, to particular person (often dead or 
absent). Hence apostroph'io a., ~ize 
v.t. & i. [L f. Gk, lit. turning away (as 
foil.)] 

apos'trophe2, n. Sign of omission of 
letter, or of possessive case, (e.g. can’t, 
boy's). Hence apostroph'io a. [F, or 
LL f. Gk apostrophos adj. as n., accent of 
elision (Avostrephd turn away); assim. in 
pron. to prec.] 

apoth'ecary, n. (arch.). Druggist, phar¬ 
maceutical chemist, as Apothecaries’ 
Company. [ME apol(h)ecarie f. OF 
apotecaire f. LL apothecarius f. L apotheca 
t. Gk apotheke store-house (apotithcmi lay 
away), see -ary 1 ] 

apotheos'is, n. (pi. -oses). Deification (lit. 
& fig.); canonization; deified ideal; 
(loosely) release from earthly life. Hence 
apoth'eosiZE v.t. [LL, f. Gk (Avotheoo 
make a god of, f. theos god, see -osis)] 

appal' (-awl), v.t. (-11-). Dismay, terrify. 
Hence ~l'ingLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
apalir wax pale; cf. pall2] 

appanage. See apanage. 

apparatus, n. (pi. -uses). Mechanical 
requisites, an appliance, for doing some¬ 
thing ; organs by which natural processes 
are carried on; ~ criticus, list of variant 
readings, materials for textual study of 
document. [L (apparare make ready for, 
see -ate1)] 

appa'rel1, v.t. (-11). Attire, dress. [ME, 
f. OF apareiller f. Rom. *adpariculare 
make fit (pariculum dim. of par equal)] 

appa'rel2, n. Ornamental embroidery on 
ecclesiastical vestments; (arch.) clothing, 
dress. [ME, f. OFaparail, -eilt. apareiller, 
see jirec.] 

appar'ent (or -a'r-), a,. Manifest, pal¬ 
pable ; seeming; heir ~ (whose right can¬ 
not be superseded by birth of nearer heir, 
cf. presumptive). Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, 
f. OF aparant f. L as appear, see -ent] 

appari'tion, n. Appearance, esp. of a 
supernatural being; ghost, [late ME, f. 
F, or f. L apparitio (as appear, see -ion)] 

appa'ritor, n. Public servant of Roman 
magistrate; officer of civil or ecclesias¬ 
tical court; herald, usher. [L (as prec., 
see -or)] 

appeal'1 (-el), v.i. & t. Call to (higher 

tribunal) for deliverance from decision of 
lower (also abs.); ~ to the country (i.e. 
from parliament), dissolve parliament; 
remove (case) to higher court; call atten¬ 
tion to (evidence); make earnest request 
(to person, for thing or to do); pictures ~ 
(address themselves) to the eye, do not ~ 
(prove attractive) to me. [ME, f. OF 
apeler f. L appellare address] 

appeal'2 (-el), n. Act of appealing; right 
of appealing; Court of A~ (hearing cases 
previously tried in inferior courts). [ME, 
f. OF apel (as prec.)] 

appeal'able (-el-), a. That can be ap¬ 
pealed against; that can be appealed to. 
[APPEAL V. + -ABLE ] 

appear', v.i. Become, be, visible; present 
oneself formally, publicly be published; 
be manifest; seem (occas. with implication 
of illusion). [ME, f. aper- st. of OF 
apareir t. L KVparcre -rit- come in sight] 

appear'ance, n. Act of appearing (in vbl 
senses; put in an ~, show oneself); 
look, aspect; semblance; to all ~ (so far 
as can be seen); save, keep up, ~s (out¬ 
ward show etc.); apparition, phantom. 
[ME aparaunce f. OF -ance, -ence, f. LL 
apparentia (as prec., see -ence)] 

appeasle' (-z), v.t. Pacify, quiet, (strife, 
anger, person); try to conciliate or bribe 
(a potential aggressor) by making con¬ 
cessions, freq. with implication of sacrifice 
of principles; soothe; satisfy (appetite, 
prejudice). So ~'ajble (-z-) a., -~e'MENT 
(-zm-) n. [ME apese f. OF apeser, apaisier 
(a to + pais peace)] 

appell'ant, a. & n. 1. Appealing; (Law) 
concerned with appeals. 2. n. One who 
appeals to higher court, [late ME, f. F 
(as appeal l, see -ant) ] 

appell'ate, a. Taking cognizance of 
appeals, as ~ jurisdiction, [f. L as foil., 
see -ate2] 

appella'tion, n. Name, title; nomencla¬ 
ture. [ME, f. OF, f. L as appeal1, see 
-ATION] 

appell'ative, a. & n. (Of words) designat¬ 
ing a class, common (as opp. to proper); 
common noun, applicable to any member 
of a class; appellation. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) 
adv. [f. LL appelativus as appeal1, see 
-ative] 

append', v.t. Hang on, annex; add in 
writing, [f. L appendere] 

appen'dage, n. Thing attached; addi¬ 
tion; accompaniment. [prec. + -age] 

appen'dant, a. & n. (Possession, thing, 
person) attached in subordinate capacity 
(to another). [F, part, of appendre f. L 
-icis (kvpend&re append)] 

appen'd|ix, n. (pi. ~ices, ~ixes). Sub¬ 
sidiary addition (to book or document); 
small process developed from surface of 
any organ, esp. vermiform (of the 
intestine), whence ~iciT'is n. [L appendix 

j-icis (kvpend&re append)] 
apperceive' (-sev), v.t. (psych.). Unite 
and assimilate (a perception) to a mass 
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of ideas already possessed, & so com¬ 
prehend & interpret it. [ME, f. OF aper- 
ceveir (Rom. *appercipere f. ap-+L 

; jpercipere perceive)] 
appercep'tion, n. Mind’s perception of 
itself; mental perception : (Psych.) action 
or fact of becoming conscious by sub¬ 
sequent reflection of a perception already 
experienced; process by which the mind 
apperceives. [f. F aperception (as prec., 

_seo -ion)] 
appertain', v.i. Belong as possession or 
right to; be appropriate to; relate to. 

| [ME, f. OF apertenir (mod. appar-) f. LL 
I jsS(pertinere pertain)] 

app'etencc, -cy, n. Longing after, desire, 
(of, for, after)-, affinity (for), [f. F appe¬ 
tence or L appetentia (kvpetere seek after) 

_see -ENCE, -ENCY] 
app'etent, a. Eagerly desirous (after, of). 
JME, f. L appelere, see prec. & -ENT] 
app'etite, n. Desire, inclination, (for); 
desire to satisfy natural necessities, esp. 
hunger; relish. So appet'itivE a. [ME 

1 apetyte f. OF apetil f. L appetitus (as prec., 
I see-iTE2)] 
; app'etiz|e,-is|e (-Iz), v.t. (Of things) give 
i appetite (only in part. ~ing). Hence 
j ~er1 (2) n. [f. F appitissant part, irreg. 

f. appilit (as prec.), assim. to vbs in -ize] 
applaud', v.i. & t. Express approval 

1 loudly, as by clapping hands; (v.t.) 
1 express approval of, praise, [f. L ap- 
i plaudere -plaus- clap hands] 
: applaus|e' (-z), n. Approbation loudly 

expressed: marked approval. Hence 
J ~'ive (-s-), a., ~'iveiY2 (-sivli) adv. [f. 
1 med. L applausus, -us (as prec.)] 
: ap'ple, n. Round firm fleshy fruit of a 
i rosaceous tree; (Bot.) any inferior fleshy 

many-celled fruit; ~ of discord, golden 
~ contended for by Juno, Minerva, & 
Venus; ~ of Sodom, Dead Sea ~, fruit 
dissolving into ashes; ~ of the eye, the 
pupil, eyeball, any cherished object; ~ 
brandy, spirit distilled from cider; ~ 
butter, sauce of ~s stewed in cider; —cart 
(upset person’s —cart, spoil his plans); 
~ cheese, compressed ~ pomace; ~ dump¬ 
ling, ~ cooked in paste; ~ green, a colour; 
~ pomace, pulp remaining after juice is 
expressed; ~-jack, Amer. name for ~ 
brandy; ~-john, kind of ~ said to keep 
two years & to be best when withered; 
~-pie bed, one with sheets so folded 
that one’s legs cannot get down; —pie 
order, perfect order; sauce (si.), in¬ 
sincere flattery (also as int. = nonsense 1). 
[OE seppel, OHG apful, ON epli, Gmo 
*aplu-] 

appli'ance, n. Applying; thing applied 
as means to an end. [f. apply +-anoe] 

app'lica|ble, a. Capable of being applied; 
having reference, appropriate, (to). Hence 
~bil'ity n. [f. L applicare (apply)-f- 
able; cf. F. applicable] 

applicant, n. One who applies (for), [as 
prec., see -ant] 

application, n. Putting of one thing to 
another; employment of means; (~ of) 
plaster, liniment, etc.; bringing (of a 
general rule etc.) to bear upon particular 
case; relevancy; diligence; making of a 
request; request made, [late ME, f. F, 
f. L applicationem (as apply, see -ation)] 

appliqu6 (aple'ka), n., & v.t. Orna¬ 
mental work cut out from one material 
& applied to the surface of another (esp. 
in dressmaking); (vb) ornament thus. [F 
p.p. of appliquer apply (L applicare)] 

apply', v.t. & i. Put close (to); administer 
(remedy etc. to; lit. & fig.); devote (to); 
make use of; use as relative or suitable 
(to), set oneself closely (to task, to do); 
have reference (to); attend closely (to); 
address oneself (for help etc. to); make 
application (for situation); applied, put 
to practical use, practical (opp. theo¬ 
retical or pure). [ME, f. OF aplier f. L 
applicare fold, fasten to] 

appoggiatur'a (-bjatoora), n. (mus.). 
A grace consisting of the note above the 
principal note, interpolated before it & 
momentarily taking its place in the 
rhythm of the passage. [It. ] 

appoint', v.t. Fix (time, place, for pur¬ 
pose) ; prescribe (thing, that): (Law) 
declare the destination of (property, also 
abs.); nominate, as ~ him governor, to 
govern, to be governor, ~ him; (p.p.) well, 
badly, ~ed, so equipped. Hence ~EE' n. 
[ME, f. OF apointer (d point to the point)] 

appoint'ment, n. Appointing; engage¬ 
ment, assignation; decree, ordinance; 
office assigned; (usu. pi.) outfit; keep, 
break, an ~, appear, fail to appear, at 
fixed place & time. [ME, f. OF apointe- 
ment (as prec., see -ment)] 

appor'tion, v.t. Assign as due share (to); 
portion out. Hence -~ment (-shon-) n. 
[f. OF aportionner (d to + portionner f. 
PORTION) ] 

app'osite (-z-), a. Well put; appropriate 
(to). Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv., ~ness (-tn-) 
n. [f. L ap(ponere posit- put)] 

apposi'tion (-z-), n. Application (of seal); 
placing side by side; (Gram.) placing of 
word in syntactic parallelism with an¬ 
other, esp. addition of one noun to 
another. Hence ~al (-zlsho-) a. [ME, f. 
F, or f. LL appositio (as prec., see -ION)] 

apprais|e' (-z), v.t. (Esp. of official valuer) 
fix price for; estimate. Hence ~'al (-z-), 
~e'MENT (-zm-), nn., ~'able (-z-) a. [f. 
praise v. (formerly used in the same 
sense), on anal, of prize, apprize] 

appre'ciab|le (-shu-), a. Capable of being 
estimated; perceptible, sensible. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [as foil., see-ble] 

appre'ci|ate (-shi-), v.t. & i. Estimate 
worth, quality, amount, of; estimate 
aright; be sensitive to ; esteem highly; 
raise in value; rise in value. Hence 
~ativE, ~atoRY, (-sha-), aa., ~atIveLY2 
(-vl-) adv. [f. LL apprcliare appraise 
(prelium price), see -ate3] 
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appreciation (or -shl-), n. Estimation, 
judgement; perception; adequate recog¬ 
nition ; rise in value; critique. [OF, f. LL 
appretiationem (as prec., see -ation)] 

apprehend', v.t. Seize, arrest; perceive 
(by senses or intellect); understand; fear 
(thing, that), [f. F apprdhender or L 
Ks(prehendere -hens- lay hold of), whence 
also F apprendre learn ] 

apprehen'si|ble, a. Capable of being 
grasped (by senses or intellect). Hence 
~bil'ity n. [f. LL apprehensibilis (as 
prec., see -ble)] 

apprehen'sion (-shn), n. Seizure, arrest; 
grasping (of ideas), conception; under¬ 
standing; dread. [F, or f. LL apprehensio 
(as prec., see -ion)] 

apprehen'sive, a. Pertaining to sensuous 
or mental perception; perceptive (o/); 
intelligent; uneasy, fearful, (of thing, 
that it may happen, for person, for his 
safety). Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness 

(-vn-) n. [f. F apprdhensif or med. L 
apprehensivus (as prec., see -rvE)] 

apprentice1, n. Learner of a craft, 
bound to serve, & entited to instruc¬ 
tion from, his employer for specified 
term; tiro. Hence ~ship (-ssh-) n. [ME, 
f. OF aprentis f. apprendre (see appre¬ 

hend), suggested by words in -Us, -tif, f. 
L -tivus (see -ive)] 

apprentice2, v.t. Bind as apprentice, 
[f. prec.] 

apprise' (-z), v.t. Inform; (pass.) be 
aware of. [f. F appris -ise p.p. of 
apprendre learn, teach, (see apprehend)] 

apprize', v.t. (arch.). Appraise; appreci¬ 
ate. [ME, f. OF aprisier (d to + prisier 
praise, prize)] 

II ap'prS, n. On ~, (of goods supplied) 
to be returned if not satisfactory. [= ap¬ 
proval or approbation} 

approach'1, v.t. & i. Come near(er); 
(Golf) play the approach shot; approxi¬ 
mate in character etc. to; come near to; 
approximate to; (Commerc.) make over¬ 
tures or proposals to. Hence ~aBii/iTYn., 
~able a. [ME, f. OF aprochier f. LL 
adpropiare draw near (propius compar. of 
prope near) ] 

approach'2, n. Act of approaching; ap¬ 
proximation; access, passage, (lit. & fig.); 
(Golf) stroke, not from a tee, played for 
the green, [f. prec.] 

•app'robate, v.t. Approve formally, 
sanction, [late ME, f. L ap(probare test f. 
probus good) see -ate2] 

approbation, n. Sanction; approval. So 
app'robatORY a. [ME, f. OF f. L appro- 
bationem (as prec., see -ation)] 

appropriate1, a. Belonging, peculiar, 
(to); suitable, proper, (to, for). Hence 
~ly2 (-tl-) adv., ~ness (-tn-) n. [f. LL 
h-tpropriare (proprius own), see -ate2] 

apprdp'ri|ate2, v.t. Take possession of; 
take to oneself; devote to special pur¬ 
poses. Hence or cogn. ~a'tion, ~atOR, 
nn.,~atiVE a. [f. prec., see -ate3] 

approv al (-00-), n. Approbation; sanc¬ 
tion. [f. foil.+-al (2)] 

approve' (-oov), v.t. & i. Give evidence 
of (quality); (refl.) show oneself to 
be; confirm, sanction; commend; ~ 
of, pronounce, consider, good; (p.p.) 
pronounced satisfactory, accepted, (of 
persons, reasons, etc.; school, State 
school for young offenders). [ME, f. OF 
aprover f. L as approbate ] 

approv'er (-00-), n. One who approves; 
one who turns Queen’s evidence, [f. prec. 
+ -ER1] 

approximate1, a. Very near; closely 
resembling; fairly correct. Hence ~ly2 
(-tl-) adv. [f. LL Avproximare (proximus, 
very near), see -ate2] 

approximate2, v.t. & i. Bring, come, 
near (to thing, esp. in quality, number, 
etc.). Hence ~a'tion n., ~atrvE a., 

~ativeiY2 adv. [f. prec., see-ate3] 

appui' (-we), n. (Mil.) defensive support; 
point of ~ (F point d’~), fixed object on 
which troops deploy into line, also fig. 
[F, f. appuyer support] 

appurt'enance, n. Belonging; appen¬ 
dage; accessory, [f. AF apurtenance (OF 
aper-, apar-) f. Rom. *appcrtinentia (as 
appertain, see -ance) ] 

appubt'enant, a. & n. (Thing) belonging, 
appertaining, pertinent, (to). [ME, f. OF 
apartenant part, as appertain] 

ap'ricot, n. Orange-coloured stone-fruit 
allied to plum, [(earliest forms abrecock, 
apricock) f. Sp. albar(i)coque f. Arab, al the 
+ burquq f. Gk praikokion prob. f. L 
praecoquum variant of praecox early-ripe; 
-cot by assim. to F abricot ] 

Ap'ril (a-), n. Fourth month of year; ~- 
-fool, one sportively imposed upon on 
~-fool-day (April 1). [ME averil f. OF 
avril, & aprille dir. f. L aprilis] 

a prlor'i, adv. & a. (Reasoning) from 
cause to effect; deductively; (loosely) 
presumptively, as far as one knows. 
Hence a- prio'riTY n. [L, = from what 
is before] 

ap'ron, n. Garment worn in front of body 
to protect clothes; official dress, as 
bishop's, dean’s, freemason’s, ~; leather 
covering for legs in open carriage; skin 
covering stuffing of roast goose or duck; 
tied to ~-strings of (wife, mother, etc.), 
unduly controlled by; hard-surfaced area 
on airfield, used for handling & (un¬ 
loading aircraft; (Theatr.) advanced 
strip of stage for playing scenes before 
curtain. Hence ~ed2 (-nd) a., ~ful (-(Tol) 
n. [ME naperon etc,, f. OF dim. of nape 
table-cloth f. L mappa (cf. map1); for 
loss of n- (a napron — an apron) cf. 
ADDER] 

apropos' (-po), adv., a., n. To the pur¬ 
pose; in respect of; appropriate(ness). 

_[F, a to -Apropos purpose] 

apse, n. Semicircular or polygonal recess, 
arched or dome-roofed, esp. in church, 
[f. APSIS] 
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ap'sidal, a. Of the form of an apse; of the 
^apsides. [f. foil. + -al ] 

ap sis, n. (pi. tip'sides, apsid'es). Aphe¬ 
lion, perihelion, of planet; apogee, peri¬ 
gee, of moon; line of apsides, straight line 
joining these. [L, f. Gk (h)apsis -idos 
fastening, felloe of wheel, vault, (haptd 

Join)] 
apt, a. Suitable, appropriate; having a 
tendency (to do or be); quick-witted (at). 
Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. [ME, f. L 

jiptus fitted p.p. of apere fasten] 
i ap'terous, a. Wingless; (Bot.) having no 

membranous expansions, [f. Gk aptcros 
_(a- not +pteron wing) +-ous] 

j ap'teryx, n. New Zealand bird with rudi¬ 
mentary wings & no tail. [f. Gk a- not 
+pterux wing] 

| ap'titude, n. Fitness; natural propensity 
(/or); ability. [F, f. LL aptitudinem (as 
apt, see -TUDE)] 

! a'qua, u. (chem.). Liquid, solution, as 
~ fort'is, nitric acid, ~ re'gia, mixture of 
nitric & hydrochloric acids, able to dis¬ 
solve gold & platinum. [L, = water] 

a'qualung, n. Portable diving apparatus 
consisting of cylinders of compressed air 
strapped on back & feeding air auto¬ 
matically to diver as he requires it. [f. L 
aqua water -t-LUNG] 

aquamarine' (-en), n. Bluish-green 
beryl; bluish green (also as adj.). [f. L 
aqua marina sea-water] 

a'quaplane, n., & v.i. (Ride on) plank 
towed behind speedboat, [f. L aqua 
water-f plane3] 

aquarelle', n. Kind of painting with 
Chinese ink & thin water-colours. [F, f. 
It. acquerella water-colour dim. of acqua 
f. L aqua water] 

aquar'ium, n. (pi. -iums, -ia). Artificial 
pond or tank for the keeping of live 
aquatic plants & animals; place of 
public entertainment containing such 
tanks. Hence a'quariST (3) n., keeper of 
an~. [L (aqua water, see -arium)] 

Aquar'ius, n. Zodiacal constellation; 
eleventh sign of Zodiac. [L, = water- 
-carrier (as prec., see -ary1)] 

aquat'ic, a. & n. (Plant, animal) growing, 
living, in or near water; (of sports) con¬ 
ducted in or upon water, [late ME, f. F 
aquatique or L aquaticus (aqua water, see 
-atic) ] 

a'quatint, n. Method of engraving on 
copper by use of a resinous solution & 
nitric acid; engraving so made. [f. F 
aqua-tinte f. It. acqua tinta] 

aqua-vit'ae, n. Ardent spirits, esp. of the 
first distillation. [L, = water of life] 

a'queduct, n. Artificial channel, esp. ele¬ 
vated structure of masonry, for convey¬ 
ance of water; conduit; (Physiol.) small 
canal, esp. in head of mammals, [f. L 
aquae ductus conduit (ducere duct- lead)] 

a'queous, a. Of water, watery; (Geol.) 
produced by water, as ~ rocks, [irreg. f. 
L aqua water + -EOUS] 

aqulle'gia, n. (Kinds of) plant of butter¬ 
cup type; columbine, [mod. L, etym. 
unkn.] 

a'quiline, a. Of an eagle; eagle-like, as ~ 
nose (hooked), [f, L aquilinus (aquila 
eagle, see -ine1)] 

aquos'Ity, n. Wateriness. [f. L aquosus 
(aqua water), see -ose & -ty; cf, LL 
aquositas] 

ar-, pref. = ad- before r. 
-ar1, suf. (1) adj. suf. f. L -aris (varying 

w. cogn. -alis -al) taken direct or thr. 
F, or formed on L nouns. The OF form 
of L -arem was -er, later -icr; ME adop- 
tives had -er (see -er2), later assim. to L 
with -ar (e.g. ME scoter, now scholar). 
For F learned adoptives in -aire, see 
-ary1. (2) noun suf., f. L-are, -ar, neut. 
of above (e.g. exemplar) or thr. F (ME 
pilcr, now pillar). 

-ar2, suf. Occas. repr. L -arius, -arium 
(normally repr. by -er2, -ary1). Generally, 
refash, (after -ar1) of earlier -er f. OF -ier 
(e.g. OF morlier, ME morter, now mortar), 
or after F -aire (e.g. vicar, ME viker & 
vicary f. OF vicaire, L -arius). 

-ar3, suf. Casual var. of -er1, -or in 
nouns (e.g. beggar, liar, pedlar), prob. on 
anal, of scholar, pillar, vicar (see -ar1- 2). 

A'rab (a-), n. & a. One of the Semitic race 
inhabiting Saudi Arabia & neighbouring 
countries; ~ horse; street arab, homeless 
child; (adj.) Arabian, [f. F Arabe i. L 
Arabem (nom. -6s) f. Gk Araps -abos] 

arabesque' (-k), a. & n. 1. Arabian; 
fantastic. 2. n. Decoration in colour or 
low relief, with fanciful intertwining of 
leaves, scroll-work, etc.; (Mus.) florid 
melodic figure, composition based on such 
figures; ballet dancer’s posture in which 
body is bent forward on one leg with the 
other leg extended horizontally back- 
vrards. [F, = Arabian, see -esque] 

Arab'ian, a. & n. 1. Of Arabia; ~Nights’ 
Entertainments (or The Thousand and One 
Nights), collection of fabulous stories; ~ 
bird, phoenix. 2. n. = Arab. [f. Arabia 
+ -AN] 

A'rabic (&-), a. & n. 1. Arabian; gum ~ 
(exuded by some kinds of acacia); ~ 
numerals, 1, 2, 3, etc. 2. n. Language of 
the Arabs. [ME, f. OF Arabic f. L 
Arabicus (Arabs arab, see -ic) ] 

A'rabist (a-), n. Student of Arabic. 
[ARAB +-1ST] 

a'rable, a. & n. (Land) fit for tillage, [f. 
F, or f. L arabilis (arare plough, see -ble)] 

arach'nid (-k-), n. (zool.). Member of the 
Arachnida, class comprising spiders, 
scorpions, & mites, [f. mod. L arachnida 
f. Gk arakhne. spider +-ID3] 

arach'noid (-k-), a. & n. l.(bot.). Covered 
with long cobweb-like hairs. 2. n. Serous 
membrane lining the dura mater, & en¬ 
veloping brain & spinal cord. [f. Gk 
arakhnoeides (arakhne cobweb, see -OID)] 

Arama'ic (a-), a. & n. (Language) of 
Aram or Syria; northern branch of 



Araneidan 
Semitic family of languages, including 
Syriac & Chaldee, [f. L f. Gk Aramaios 
of Aram + -ic] 

Arane'idan (a-), a. & n. (Member) of the 
Araneida or spiders, [f. mod. L araneida 
(aranea spider), see -id3, -an] 

arapai'ma (-pi-), n. S.-American food- 
-fish (largest freshwater fish). [Brazilian ] 

Araucar'ia (a-), n. Genus of trees includ¬ 
ing monkey-puzzle. [Arauco, name of 
province in Chile] 

dbb'alest, firb'last (-ah-), n. Crossbow, 
[f. OF arbaleste t. LL arcuballista (arcus 
bow +ballista military engine)] 

abb'Iter, n. Judge; one appointed by two 
parties to settle dispute, umpire; one who 
has entire control (of); ~ <2Ug&ntiar'um 
(-shi-), judge of taste (lit. of elegance). [L ] 

drb'itrage, n. Traffic in bills of ex¬ 
change or stocks to take advantage of 
different prices in other markets. [F, f. 
arbitrer as arbitrate, see -age ] 

dbb'itral, a. Pertaining to arbitration. 
[F, f. LL arbitralis, see arbiter & -al] 

drbit'rament, -ement, n. Deciding of 
dispute by arbiter; authoritative decision. 
[ME, f. OF arbilremenl (arbitrer, see arbi¬ 
trage & -MENT) ] 

drb'itrarly, a. Derived from mere opi¬ 
nion ; capricious; unrestrained; despotic; 
(Law) discretionary. Hence ~ily2 adv., 
~Iness n. [f. L arbitrarius or F arbitraire, 
see arbiter & -ary 1 ] 

dbb'itrate, v.t. & i. Decide by arbitration. 
[f. L arbitrary judge, see arbiter & -ate3] 

drbitra'tion, n. Settlement of a dispute 
by an arbiter; ~ of exchange, determina¬ 
tion of rate of indirect exchange between 
two currencies. [ME, f. OF, f. L arbi- 
trationem (as prec., see -ation)] 

dbb'itrator, n. (Now the legal term for) 
arbiter. Hence ~ship n. [ME, f. OF 
arbitratour f. LL arbitratorem (as arbi¬ 
trate, see -or)] 

drb'itress, n. Female arbiter, mediatress; 
absolute mistress. [ME, f. OF arbitresse 
fem. of arbitre f. L arbiter, see -ess1) 

drb'or, n. Main support of machine; axle 
or spindle on which wheel revolves, [f. F 
arbre tree, axis, f. L arbor; refash, on L ] 

dbbora'ceous (-shus), a. Tree-like; 
wooded, [f. L arbor tree, see -aceous] 

Arb'or Day (at-), n. Day set apart 
annually in U.S., S. Australia, & else¬ 
where for public tree-planting. [L arbor 
tree] 

drbor'eal, a. Of, living in, connected 
with, trees, [f. L arboreus (arbor tree, see 
-al)] 

dbbor'eous, a. Wooded; arboreal; arbo¬ 
rescent. [as prec., see -otjs] 

dbbores'clent, a. Tree-like in growth 
or general appearance; (Archit.) branch¬ 
ing out. Hence ~ence n., ~entLY2 adv. 
[f. L arborescere grow into a tree (arbor), 
see -ent] 

ffrboret'um, n. (pi. -la). A botanical 
tree-garden. [L, f. arbor tree] 

arch 

dbb'ori|culture, n. Cultivation of trees 
& shrubs. Hence ~cul'turAL a., ~cul- 
turiST n. [f. L arbor -oris tree 4- culture] 

dbboriza'tion, n. Tree-like appearance 
(Min., Chem.) in aggregation of crystals, 
(Anat.) from distension or injection of 
capillary vessels, [as prec. + -ize + -ation ] 

arb'or vit'ae, n. Popular name of several 
evergreens. [L, = tree of life] 

abb'our (-er), n. Bower, shady retreat with 
sides & roof formed by trees or lattice- 
- work covered with climbing plants. 
Hence ~ed2 (-erd) a. [ME (h)erber f. 
OF (h)erbier grass lawn f. L herbarium 
(herba grass, herb, see -arium), phonetic 
change to ar- being assisted by assoc, 
with L arbor tree] 

Arb'utus (db-), n. Genus of evergreens in¬ 
cluding strawberry-tree. [L] 

dbc, n. Part of circumference of circle or 
other curve; diurnal, nocturnal, ~, part of 
circle that a heavenly body appears to 
pass through above, below, horizon; belt 
contained between parallel curves; 
(Electr.) luminous bridge formed between 
two separate carbon poles; —lamp, -light, 
using this. [ME, f. OF, f. L arcus bow, 
curve) 

Sbcade', n. Passage arched over; any 
covered walk, esp. with shops along one 
or both sides; (Archit.) series of arches on 
same plane. Hence dbcad'ED2 a. [F, f. 
Prov. arcada f. Rom. *arca arch, see 
-ADE] 

Arcades Sm'bo (Srk'crdCz), sent. Black¬ 
guards both (cf. Byron D. Juan, iv. 93). 
[joc. application of Virg. Eel. vii. 4] 

Arcad'ian (ar-), a. & n. Ideal(ly) rustic, 
[f. L Arcadius (Gk Arkadia mountain 
district in Peloponnese)+-an] 

Arc'ady, Arcad'la, (iff-), n. (poet.). Ideal 
rustic paradise, [f. Gk Arkadia, see prec. ] 

drcan'um, n. (Usu. in pi. -no) mystery, 
secret. [L, neut. of arcanus (area chest, 
see -an)] 

dbch1, n. Curved structure supporting 
bridge, floor, etc., or merely ornamental; 
curve; curvature in shape of as fallen 
~ (of foot); vault; Court of Arches, 
ecclesiastical court of appeal for the 
province of Canterbury, orig. held in 
the church of St Mary-le-Bow (or ‘of the 
Arches’); ~'v;ay, vaulted passage, arched 
entrance. Hence ~'wise adv. [ME, f. 
OF arche f. Rom. *arca, n. pi. by-form of 
L arcus arc ] 

Stch2, v.t. & i. Furnish with an arch; 
form into an arch; overarch, span; (intr.) 
form an arch. [ME, f. OF archer (as 
prec.)] 

abch3, a. (sup. -est). Chief, pre-eminent, 
as ~ rogue, knave, impostor, (but now 
usu. —); facetiously serious, innocently 
roguish, whence <~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 
[= foil.] 

Sbch-, pref. = Gk arkhi-, arkh-, arkhe-, 
comb, form of arkhos chief. Hence L 
archi- whence OE arce-, ME arche-, coin- 
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ciding w. OF arche. From these, arch- 
beeame a living formative. In mod. 
literary wds f. Gk or L directly, or thr. F, 
the form archi- is retained; cf. arch¬ 
deacon but arclridiaconal. Meaning: (1) in 
titles of office etc. ‘chief, superior’, as 
archbishop, -duke, esp. in titles of Holy 
Roman or German empire, as -butler, 
-chamberlain; (2) ‘pre-eminent, leading’, 
as -antiquary, -builder, -prophet, -wag; 
esp, ‘extreme, worst’, as -buffoon, -knave, 
-liar; (3) chiefly archaic = 'first, original’, 
as -founder, -messenger; (4) of things, 
‘chief’, as -diocese, 

Arch'aean (;frk-), a. Of the earliest geo¬ 
logical period, [f. Gk arkhaios ancient 
(arkhe beginning) + -an ] 

firchaelol'ogy (-kl-), n. Study of anti¬ 
quities, esp. of the prehistoric period. So 
~ol6'gic(AL) (-klo-) aa,, ~ol6'gicalLY2 
adv„ ~dl'ogiST (-kl-) n. [f. Gk arkhaio- 
logia (as prec-, see -logy)] 

fibchaeop'teryx (-k-), n. Oldest known 
(fossil) bird, a link between birds & rep¬ 
tiles. [f. Gk arkhaios ancient + pterux wing] 

£bcha'|ic (-k-), a. Primitive, antiquated; 
(of language) no longer in common use, 
though retained for special purposes. 
Hence ~ically adv. [f. Gk arkha'ikos (as 
prec., see -ic)] 

firch'a|ism (-k-), n. Retention, imitation, 
of what is old or obsolete (esp. in language 
& art); archaic word or expression. 
Hence ~ist n., ~is'tio a., (-k-). [f. Gk 
arkhalsmos (arkhaxzd, see foil. & -ISM) ] 

fEtch'aize (-k-), -ise (-Iz), v.t. & i. Imitate, 
affect, the archaic; (trans.) render arch- 
aistic. [f. Gk arkhaxzd copy the ancients 
(arkhaios ancient, see -ize) ] 

fGtch'angel (-k-), n. Angel of highest 
rank; kind of dead-nettle; kind of pigeon. 
Hence dlxhangel'ic (-k-) a. [MB f. OF, 
or f. LL f. Gk arkhaggelos (see Alien- & 
ANGEL)] 

Stch'bish'op, n. Chief bishop; metro¬ 
politan. Hence drchBisn'opiuc n. [OB 
serce-, erce- (ME erche-) biscop, f. Rom. 
*arcebiscopo f. LL archiepiscopus (see 
arch- & BISHOP)] 

fuhch'deac'on, n. Ecclesiastical dignitary 
next below bishop, superintending rural 
deans & holding lowest ecclesiastical 
court, with power of spiritual censure. 
Hence atchdeac'onsinp n. [OE arce-, 
ercediacon, f. LL archidiaconus (see arch- 
& DEACON)] 

ffrchdeac'onry, n. Jurisdiction, rank, 
residence, of archdeacon, [prec. + -hy ] 

Sbchdi'ocese, n. See of an archbishop. 
[ARCH- (4)] 

S&ch'duch'ess, n. (hist.). Wife of an 
archduke; daughter of Emperor of 
Austria, [f. F archiduchesse (see arch- & 
DUCHESS)] 

ffrch'diike, n. (hist.), Son of Emperor of 
Austria. So ^tchDOc'AL a., j&cIi'duchy 
n. [f. OF archeduc, in med. L arcliidux 
(see ARCH- & DUKE)] 

Skch'-en'emy, n. Chief enemy; Satan. 
[ARCH- (2)] 

Sbch'ler, n. One that shoots with bow & 
arrows; Sagittarius, ninth zodiacal con¬ 
stellation. So ~ery (2) n. [AF, f. OF 
archier f. Rom. *arcarius (arcus bow, see 
-ary 2) ] 

Sbch'etyple (-k-), n. Original model, pro¬ 
totype. Hence ~al a., ~alLY2 adv. [f. L 
f. Gk arkhetupon (arkhe- arch-+tupos 
stamp)] 

Stchfflend', n. Satan, [arch- (2)] 
archi-. See arch-. 

II Stch'ibald (-awld). See archie. 

drchidlac'onal (-kl-), a. Pertaining to an 
archdeacon, [f. LL archidiaconus arch¬ 
deacon + -al] 

II sJrch'ie, -ibald, nn. (si.). Anti-aircraft 
gun. [f. name in pop. song] 

cfrchiepls'copal (-k-), a. Pertaining to an 
archbishop, [f. LL archiepiscopus arch¬ 
bishop + -AL] 

Sbch'il (or -k-), n. (Violet dye from) 
various kinds of lichen, [corrupt, of 
orchil ] 

drehiman'drite (-k-), n. Superior of 
monastery or convent in Greek church, 
[f. LL archimandrita f. late Gk arkhi- 
mandriles (arkhi- arch- +mandra monas¬ 
tery)] 

Archimed'ean (drk-), a. Of Archimedes 
(Greek mathematician); ~ screw, instru¬ 
ment raising water by tube in form of 
screw wound round cylinder, [f. L 
Archimedeus + - an ] 

fTrchipel'ago (-k-), n. (pi. ~s). Aegean 
sea; sea with many islands; group of 

islands, [f. It. arcipelago (arci- ARCH- (4) 

+pelago gulf, pool, f, L f. Gk pelagos 
sea)] 

ffrch'Itect (-k-), n. Professor of building, 
who prepares plans & superintends 
work; designer of complex structure, esp, 
the Creator; (fig.) achiever, as ~ of his 
own fortunes. Hence ~ive a. [f. F archi¬ 
tects or L architectus f, Gk arkhilekton 
(arkhi- arch- +teklon builder); some 
derivatives formed as if L -tectus were 
p.p. of tegere cover] 

drchitecton'lic (-k-), a. Of architecture 
or architects; constructive; controlling; 
pertaining to systematization of know¬ 
ledge, whence ~ics n., ~ical a. [f. F 
-ique or L -icus f. Gk. arkhitektonikos (as 
prec., see ic)] 

ffrch'itecture (-k-), n. Art or science of 
building; thing built, structure; style of 
building; construction. Hence architec'- 
turAL (-k-; -cher-) a., archltec'turalLY2 
adv. [F, or f. L architeclura (architectus 
ARCHITECT, See -URE) ] 

drch'itrave (-k-), n. Epistyle, main beam 
resting immediately on the abacus on 
capital of column; the various parts sur¬ 
rounding doorway or window; moulding 
round exterior of arch. [F, f. It. archi¬ 
trave (archi- arch- +lrave (i. L trabs -abis) 
beam)] 



archive 
firch'Ive (-k-), n. (usu. pi. ~s, pr. -kivz). 
Place in which public records are kept; 
records so kept. [F (-if, -ive), f. LL 
archi(v)um f. Gk arkheion public office 
(arkhe government)] 

fitch'!vist (-k-), n. Keeper of archives, 
[f. prec. +-ist] 

firch'ivolt (-k-), n. Lowest membor of arch 
from impost to impost; mouldings de¬ 
corating this. [f. F archivolte or It. 
archivollo, arcovolta (arco f. L arcus 
arch +volta vault, volto arched)] 

fikch'on (-k-), n. One of nine chief magis¬ 
trates in ancient Athens; ruler, president. 
Hence ~ship n. [Gk (-on), = ruler (part, 
of arkho) ] 

fitc'tic, a. Of the north pole, northern; 
A~ Circle (of earth), parallel of 66° 32' N. 
[ME artik f. OF artique f. L ar(c)ticus f. 
Gk arklikos (arktos bear, Ursa Major, see 
-10) ]_ 

Arctur'us (fir-), n. Brightest star in con¬ 
stellation Bootes. [ME, f. L, f. Gk ark- 
touros (arktos bear + ouros,guardian)] 

fitc'uate, -ated, aa. Bent like a bow; 
arched, [f. L arcualus (arcuare f. arcus 
bow; see -ate2)] 

ttrc'iis sSnil'ts, n. Narrow yellowish-white 
band gradually encircling the cornea with 
advancing age. [L, = bow of old age] 

-ard, suf. forming nouns, usu. of censure 
(sluggard, drunkard), but cf. standard 
(orig. slander), placard; also spelt -art 
(braggart). [ME & OF, f. Gmc *-hart, 
*-hard, hardy, in proper names] 

fihd'ent, a. Burning, red-hot; parching; 
~ spirits (prop, = inflammable, but now 
understood of their taste), alcoholic 
spirits; eager, zealous; fervent (of per¬ 
sons & feelings). Hence ard'ENCY n.,~LY2 
adv. [ME, f. OF ardant f. L ardentem 
(ardere burn), see -ant ] 

fird'our (-der), n. Fierce heat; warm emo¬ 
tion ; fervour, zeal, (for). [ME, f. OF, f. L 
ardorem (ardere burn, see -or) ] 

fibd'uous, a. Steep, hard to climb; hard 
to achieve, laborious; strenuous, ener¬ 
getic. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L 
arduus steep, difficult+ -0US] 

are1 (fir), n. French metric unit of square 
measure, square whose side is 10 metres 
(119-G sq. yds). [F, f. L area] 

are2. See be. 

ar'ea, n. Vacant ground; level space; 
sunk court railed off from pavement & 
freq. giving access to basement of house, 
as ~ bell; superficial extent; region, tract; 
scope, range. [L, = vacant piece of 
ground in town] 

a'reca, n. Kinds of palms; <—nut, astrin¬ 
gent seed of a species of ~. [Port., f. 
Tamil ar}aikay (ad,ai close-clustering+ 
kay nut) ] 

aren'a, n. (pi. ~s). Central part of amphi¬ 
theatre, in which combats take place; 
(lig.) scene of conflict, sphere of action. 
[L (h)arena sand, sand-strewn place of 
combat ] 

60 argue 
ar£na'ceous (-shus), a. Sand-like; sandy. 

So ardnosE'1 a. [f. L arenaceus (as prec., 
see -aceous)] 

aren’t (fil-nt). See be. 
are'ol|a, n. (pi. ~oe). Very small area, as 
that between veins of a leaf; interstice in 
tissuo; circular spot, as that surrounding 
the human nipple; (Biol.) cell-nucleus of 
plant. Hence ~ar1, ~ate2,, aa., ~a'tion 

n. [L, dim. of area] 
Areop'agite (fi-, -jit or -git) n. Member of 
the court of Areopagus, [f. L f. Gk arcio- 
pagites (see foil. & -ite) ] 

Areop'agus (fi-), n. Hill at Athens where 
highest judicial court sat. [L, f. Gk 
Areios pagos Mars’ hill] 

arete (arat'), n. Sharp ascending ridge of 
mountain. [F, f. L arista ear of corn] 

fir'gala, n. Adjutant-bird, gigantic Indian 
stork. [Hind, hargila] 

fir'gali, n. Asian wild sheep. [Mongol] 
fir'gand, n. Lamp with tubular wick; 
gas-burner on same principle, [inventor] 

fik'gent, n. & a. Silver (colour, esp. in 
armorial bearings). [F, f. L argentum] 

firgentif'erous, a. Yielding silver, [f. L 
argentum + -ferous ] 

fik'gentine, a. & n. Of silver; silvery; 
imitation silver; silvery lamellae on 
scales of fish; (Zool.) kinds of small 
fishes; (Min.) slate-spar. [f. F argentin 
(L argentum + -in; see -ine1)] 

fih'gil, n. Clay (esp. potter’s). So ~1a'ce- 
ous a. [f. F argille f. L argiUa i. Gk ar- 
gillos (urges white) ] 

Argive (at'giv, -j-), a. & n. 1. Of Argos 
in ancient Greece, Greek. 2. n. An 
inhabitant of Argos, a Greek, [f. L 
Argivus f. Gk Argeios] 

fib'gle-bfit'gle, v.i., & n., (joc.). Debate. 
[corrupt. & redupl. of argue] 

fir'gol, n. Tartar deposited from fer¬ 
mented wines, which when purified be¬ 
comes cream of tartar. [ME argoyle, of 
unkn. orig.] 

fir'gon, n. (chem.). A gas, an inert con¬ 
stituent of the atmosphere, [neut. of Gk 
argos idle (A- (7), ergon work) ] 

Ar'gonaut (at-), n. 1. (pi.). Legendary 
heroes who sailed with Jason in the Argo 
for the golden fleece. 2. Genus of 
cephalopod molluscs including paper 
nautilus, [f. L (-ta) f. Gk Argonaules 
sailor in the Argo ] 

fik'gosy, n. (hist., poet.). Large merchant- 
-vessel, esp. of Ragusa & Venice; (poet.) 
ship, venture, [earlier ragusye, prob. f. 

_Jt. Itagusea (nave) Bagusan (vessel)] 
fir'got (-go), n. Jargon, slang, of a class, 
esp. of thieves. [F, of unkn. orig.] 

fib'gue, v.t. & i. Prove, indicate, as it 
~s him (to be) a rogue, that he is a rogue, 
roguery in h im; maintain by reasons (that), 
whence ab'guABLE a.; treat (matter) by 
reasoning; ~ it away, get rid of it by argu¬ 
ment; ~ (persuade) person into, out of; 
reason (with, against, person, for, against, 
about, thing). [ME, f. OF arguer f. L 
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argutare frequent, of arguere make clear, 
prove, accuse] 

^t'gument, n. Reason advanced {for, 
against, proposition or course); (Logic) 
middle term in syllogism; reasoning pro¬ 
cess ; debate; summary of subject-matter 
of book; ~ (usu. argumdn'tum) ad homi- 
nem, one that takes advantage of character 
or situation of particular opponent, ad 
crumenam, of his avarice, ad ignorantiam, 
of his ignorance of the facts, ex silentio, 
of his silence. [ME, f. F f. L argumentum 
(arguere, see prec. & -ment'] 

ifitgumenta'tion, n. Methodical reason¬ 
ing; debate, [f. F, or L argumentatio f. 
argumentari (as prec.), see -ation] 

Slgumen'tative, a. Logical; fond of 
arguing. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness 

(-vn-) n. [F (-if, -ive), or f. LL argu- 
mentativus, as prec., see -ative] 

Ar'gus (dr-), n. Fabulous person with a 
hundred eyes; watchful guardian; — 
-eyed, vigilant; argus-shell, oculated 
porcelain-shell. [ME, f. L, f. Gk 
Argos ] 

firgute', a. Sharp, shrewd; (of sounds) 
shrill. [ME, f. L argutus p.p. of arguere, 
see argue] 

argyr-, argyro-, in comb. = Gk arguros 
silver, as argyran'thous, with silvery 
flowers, argyrophyll'ous, silvery-leaved, 

ar'la (ahr-), n. (mus.). Extended song in 
three sections common in 18th-c. opera & 
oratorio. [It. ] 

Ar'ian (ar-), a & n. (Holder) of the doc- I trine of Arius of Alexandria (4th c.), who 
denied consubstantiality of Christ. Hence I,—'ISM n., ~ize v.t. & i. [f. LL Arianus 
(Arius f. Gk Arios, Areios, see -an)] 

-ar'ian, suf. forming adjj. & nn., f. L 
; -arius -ary1-]--AN. First in 16th c. (dis¬ 

cipline, quinquagen—, etc.), later (17th c.) 
) & now chiefly denoting (member of a) 
| sect etc., as millen—, Trinit—, etc. 
I a'rid, a. Dry, parched, (lit. & fig.); (of 
| ground) barren, bare. Hence arid'iTY, 

'■—ness, nn. [f. F aride or L aridus (arere 
j _bc dry)] 
1 ar'iel, n. Species of gazelle in Western 
j Asia & Africa, [f. Arab, aryil var. of 

ayyil stag] 
i Aries (ai-'Iez), n. The Ram, first zodiacal 

constellation. [ME, f. L, = ram] 
aright' (-it), adv. Rightly, [a prep. + 

I RIGHT n. ] 
! a'ril, n. Accessory seed-covering in 
i certain plants, [f. mod. L arillus f. med. 
I L arilli dried grapes ] 
i-ar'ious, compd adj. suf. = L -arius (-ary1) 

+ -OUS. 
arise' (-z), v.i. (arose, arisen, pr. -z, -z-). 

! (Arch.) rise, get up; (poet.) rise from the 
i dead; (arch.) be heard (of sounds); 
i originate; be born; come into notice; 
! result (from); present itself, [a- (l)-f 
I RISE V. ] 
aris'ta, n. (pi. -ac). Awn, beard, of grain 

& grasses. [L] 

arm 
aris'tate, a. Awned, bearded, [f. L arista- 

tus (ARISTA, See -ATE2)] 
aristoc'racy, n. Government by the best 
citizens; supremacy of privileged order, 
oligarchy; state so governed; ruling body 
of nobles; class from which ruling body 
is drawn, nobles; the best representatives 
of (intellect etc.), [f. F aristocratic or f. 
LL f. Gk arislokratia (arislos best, sec 
-CRACY)] 

a'ristocrat, n. One of a ruling oligarchy; 
one of the class of nobles. Hence aris- 
toc'ratisM n. [f. F aristocrate (as foil.)] 

aristocrat'ic, a. Pertaining to, attached 
to, aristocracy; grand, stylish. Hence 
~al a., ~ali.Y2 adv. [f. F aristocratique 
f. Gk aristokratikos (as aristocracy, see 
-ic)] 

Aristotel'ian (&-), a. & n. (Disciple or 
student) of the Greek philosopher Aris¬ 
totle. [f. L f. Gk Aristotelcs Aristotle 
+ -IAN ] 

arith'metlc, n. Science of numbers; 
arithmetical knowledge, computation; 
treatise on computation. Hence arith- 
metl'ciAN (-Ishn) n. [ME, f. OF aris- 
metique f. Rom. *arismetica for L arith- 
metica f. Gk arithmetike (tekhne) (art) of 
counting f. ariihmco count (arithmos 
number), see -ic; corrupted in ME to 
arsmetrike, as if f. L ars metrica art of 
measure ] 

arithmet'ical, a. Of arithmetic; ~ pro¬ 
gression, (series of numbers showing) 
increase, decrease, by a constant quantity 
(e.g. 1, 2, 3, 4, etc., 9, 7, 5, 3, etc.). Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. L arithmeticus + -Al,] 

-ar'ium, noun suf. (= ‘place for’) f. L 
neut. of adjj. in -arius (-ary1), chiefly in 
antiquarian words as sacrarium, occas. 
popularized, as aquarium. 

ffrk, n. Chest, box; Ark of the Covenant, 
Ark of Testimony, wooden coffer con¬ 
taining tables of Jewish law; covered 
floating vessel in which Noah was saved 
at the Deluge; Noah’s ~, toy ~ with 
animals. [OE sere, OHG archa, ON ork, 
Goth, arka, Gmc *arka f. L area chest] 

arles (Jrlz), n. pi. (dial.). Earnest-money, 
[see EARNEST2] 

drm1, n. Upper limb of human body from 
shoulder to band; /ore-~(from elbow to 
hand); fore limb of an animal; large 
branch of tree; sleeve; tiling resembling 
~, as ~ of the sea, chair' (with side 
supports), ~ of lever, balance (part from 
fulcrum to point of application of power 
or weight); f—'hole in garment, hole, 
through which ~ is put; —'pit, hollow 
under ~ at shoulder; —-in— (of two 
persons with ~s interlinked); infant in 
—s (too young to walk); with open —s, 
cordially; keep at —’s length, avoid fami¬ 
liarity with; secular —, authority of 
secular tribunal. Hence iirrn'iCL (-obi) 
n., ^rm'less1 [-iess] a. [OE arm, earm, 
OHG arm, ON armr, Goth, arms, Gmc 
*annaz, cogn. w. L armus shoulder] 
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Stm2, n. (usu. pi.). Weapon(s); fire—s 
(requiring explosive); small ~s, portable 
fire-arms, esp. rifles, pistols, light 
machine guns, sub-machine guns, etc.; 
stand of ~s, set for one soldier; (sing.) 
particular kind of weapon; take up ~s, 
arm oneself (often fig.), bear ~s, serve 
as soldier; lay down ~s, cease hostilities; 
in ~s, armed; up in ~s, actively engaged 
in rebellion etc. (also fig.); under ~s, in 
battle array; military profession; (sing. 
& pi.) each kind of troops, infantry, 
cavalry, etc.; heraldic devices, as coat 
of ~s; King-of-Arms, Chief Herald. 
Hence atm'lcss- [-less] a. [ME, f. OF 
armes f. L arma arms, fittings] 

firm3, v.t. & i. Furnish with arms; ~ed 
neutrality (of nations prepared for war); 
furnish with tools or other requisites; 
plate (with anything); furnish (magnet) 
with an armature; (intr.) ~ oneself, take 
up arms. [ME, f. OF armer f. L armare 
{arma)) 

firmad'a, n. Fleet of ships of war, esp. the 
(Invincible) sent by Philip II of Spain 
against England in 1588. [Sp., f. L armata 
(armare) arm v., see -ade)] 

filmadill'o, n. (pi. -os). Burrowing animal 
of 8. America, with body encased in bony 
armour, & habit of rolling itself into 
ball when captured; kinds of small ter¬ 
restrial Crustacea with same habit, allied 
to wood-louse. [Sp., dim. of armado one 
armed f. L as arm3, see -ado] 

Armagedd'on (fit-, -g-), n. (Scene of) 
supreme conflict between the nations. 
[Rev. xvi. 16] 

fikm'ament, n. Force (usu. naval) 
equipped for war; military equipments, 
guns on warship; process of equipping 
for war. [f. L armamentum (as arm2, see 
-ment), partly through F armement] 

fitm'ature, n. Arms, armour; defensive 
covering of animals or plants; piece of 
soft iron placed in contact with poles of 
magnet, increasing its power; essential 
part of a dynamo. [F, or f. L armatura (as 
prec., see -ure)] 

arme blanche (see Ap.), n. Cavalry 
sword or lance; cavalry. [ F,=white arm ] 

Armen'xan (fit-), a. & n. 1. Of Armenia; 
~ bole, red ~ earth, used medicinally; 
~ stone, blue carbonate of copper. 2. n. 
Native of Armenia; adherent of ~ church. 
[-an] 

firm'iger, n. Esquire, one entitled to 
bear heraldic arms. [L, = bearing arms 
(iarma arms -\-per ere bear)] 

firmill'ary, a. Pertaining to bracelets; 
~ sphere, skeleton celestial globe of metal 
rings representing equator, tropics, etc. 
[f. L armilla bracelet, see -ary1] 

Armin'ian (at-), a. & n. (Adherent) of the 
doctrine of Arminius (d. 1609), Dutch 
protestant theologian, who opposed the 
views of Calvin, esp. on predestination. 
Hence ~ism (at-) n. [f. Arminius, Latiniz. 
of Harmcnsen + - an J 

firm'istice, n. Cessation from hostilities 
(lit. & fig.); short truce; A~ Day, 11th 
Nov., kept as anniversary of the ~ (1918) 
that ended hostilities in the war of 1914- 
18. [F, or f. mod. L a.rmistitium (arma 
arms + -stitium as in SOLSTICE)] 

firm'let, n. Band worn round arm; small 
inlet of sea or branch of river, [arm 1 + 

-LET] 
filmor'ial, a. & n. (Book) pertaining to 

heraldic arms, [armory + -al(1)J 
fitm'orly, n. Heraldry. Hence ~ist n. 

[f. OF armoirie f. armoier blazoner f. 
armoierv. = It. armeggiare f.L arma arms] 

firm'our1 (-mer), n. 1. Defensive covering 
for the body worn in fighting (-—bearer, 
one who carries another’s ~). 2. Metal 
sheathing of ship of war, composed of 
~-plates (—clad, furnished with this); 
steel plates etc. protecting cars, tanks, 
etc. from projectiles; armoured vehicles 
collectively, e.g. tanks, armoured cars, 
etc. 3. Diver’s suit. 4. Protective cover¬ 
ing of animals or plants. 5. Heraldic 
insignia. [ME, f. OF armeure f. L arma¬ 
tura ARMATURE] 

firm'our2 (-mer), v.t. Furnish with pro¬ 
tective covering; ~ed cruiser ; ~ed car, 
train, etc., one supplied with protective 
plates of steel etc., & (usu.) guns; ~e<2 
column, corps, division, force, etc., one 
equipped with ~ed cars, tanks, etc. [f. 
prec.] 

firm'ourer (-mer-), n. Manufacturer of 
arms; official in charge of ship’s, regi¬ 
ment’s, arms. [f. AF armurer, OF -urier, 
f. as above, see prec. & -er2] 

firm'oury (-mer-), n. Place where arms 
are kept, arsenal; ’armourer’s workshop, 
[perh. as armory, but treated as f. 
armour + -Y1] 

firm'y, n. Organized body of men armed 
for war; standing ~, one of professional 
soldiers permanently in existence; the ~, 
the military service; vast host; organized 
body of men, as Salvation M~, Church 
A~, Blue Ribbon ; ~ broker, contractor 
(carrying on business in connexion with 
the ~); ~ corps, main subdivision of ~ 
in the field consisting usu. of two or 
three divisions with technical, adminis¬ 
trative, supply, etc. formations; —list, 
official list of officers; —warm., larva of 
cotton-moth. [ME, f. OF armee f. L 
armata fem. p.p. of armare arm; see -y4] 

firn'ica, n. Kinds of plants including 
mountain tobacco; medicine, esp. tinc¬ 
ture, prepared from this. [mod. L of 
unkn. orig.] 

aroint', -oy-, v. or int. (arch.). ~ thee, 
begone. [ME, orig. unkn.] 

arom'a, n. (pi. -as). Fragrance, sweet 
smell; subtle pervasive quality. [ME 
aromat f. OF f. L aromata (pi.) f. Gk aroma 
-alos; later conform, to L aroma] 

aromat'ic, a. Fragrant; spicy; (of smell) 
pleasantly pungent. [ME, f. F aromatique 
f. LL f. Gk aromatikos (aroma, see -ic)] 



arose 

arose. See arise. 

around', adv. & prep. 1. On every side, 
in every direction; ‘round, round about; 
•about, here & there, at random, as fool 
~. 2. prep. On, along, the circuit of; 
about, enveloping, [f. a-(2) -f round] 

arouse' (-z), v.t. Awaken; stir up into 
activity. [A-(l) +rouse2, on anal, of rise, 
arise] 

Crpe'ggio (-6jo), n. (pi. -os), (mus.). Strik¬ 
ing of notes of chord in (usu. upward) 
succession; chord so struck. [It. ] 

arquebus. See harquebus. 
a'rrack (or arak'), n. Eastern name for 
any native spirituous liquor, esp. that 
distilled from the coco-palm, or from rice 

sugar, [f. Arab, 'araq juice] 
a'rrah (-ra), int. An Anglo-Irish expletive, 
arraign' (-an), v.t. Indict before a 
tribunal; accuse; find fault with, call in 
question, (action, statement). So ~ment 

(-an-) n. [f. AF arainer f. OF araisnier 
f. Rom. *AXrrationare reason, talk reason¬ 
ably (ratio -onis reason, discourse)] 

arrange', v.t. & i. Put into order, adjust; 
draw up (army); (Mus.) adapt (composi¬ 
tion) for new medium, instrumental or 
vocal; adapt (play etc.) for broadcasting; 
settlo (dispute etc.); settle beforehand 
the order, manner, of; (intr.) take steps, 
form plans, give instructions, (~ to be 
there, for the car to be there-, ~ about it)-, 
come to agreement (with person, about 
thing, to do, that, or abs.). [ME, f. OF 
arangier (d to +rangier range1)] 

arrange'ment (-jm-), n. Arranging; 
thing arranged; settlement of dispute 
etc.; (pi.) plans, measures, as make your 
own ~s. [F, as prec. + -KENT ] 

a'rrant,a. N otorious,downrigbt,thorough- 
paced, as ~ knave, dunce, hypocrite, 
nonsense. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, variant 
of errant, orig. in phrr. like ~ (= out¬ 
lawed, roving) thief] 

a'rras, n. Rich tapestry; hanging screen 
of this formerly hung round walls of 
rooms (often not too closely to admit 
person). Hence ~ed2 (-st) a. [Arras, 
town in France famous for the fabric] 

array'1, v.t. Marshal, dispose, (forces); 
(Law) impanel (a jury); dress, esp. with 
display; (refl.) dress oneself up; adorn; 
(fig.) clothe (in qualities etc.), [f. AF 
arayer = OF areyer f. Rom. *arrcdare f. 
ad to 4- Gmc *rsedh- ready ] 

array'2, n. Order, as battle ~; (hist.) 
arming of militia, as Commission of A~; 
military force; imposing series of persons 
or things; order of impanelling jury; 
(poet.) outfit, dress. [ME, f. AF arai— 
OF arei f. areyer, see prec.] 

arrear', n. (Arch.) hinder part, esp. of 
procession; (pi.) outstanding debts, ivhat 
remains undone (~s of work); in ~s or ~, 
behindhand, esp. in payment; in, ~ of, 
behind. [ME, orig. adv. f. OF arere 
(mod. F arridre) f. Rom. arclro (ab from + 
retro backwards); first used in phr. in ~] 

arrogate 
arrear'age, n. Backwardness; unpaid bal¬ 
ance; thing in reserve; (pi.) debts. [ME, f. 
OF'arerage f. arere, see prec. & -age] 

arrect', a. (arch. & poet.). (Of the ears) 
pricked up; (fig.) on the alert, [f. L 
arrectus p.p. of AHrigere raise up (regere 
straighten)] 

arrest'1, v.t. Stop (person, cannon-ball, 
decay); (Law) ~ judgement, stay proceed¬ 
ings after verdict, on ground of error; 
seize (person), esp. by legal authority; 
catch (attention); catch attention of. 
Hence ~ive a., ~ment, ~or, nn. (~or 
hook, hook-like device for catching on 
cables on deck of aircraft carrier & check¬ 
ing speed of aircraft as they land). [ME, 
f. OF arester f. Rom. *APrestore remain, 
stop; see rest] 

arrest'2, n. Stoppage, check; ~ of judge¬ 
ment (see prec.); seizure; legal appre¬ 
hension; imprisonment; under ~ (legal 
restraint). [ ME, f. OF arcst f. arester, see 
prec.] 

arret (ara'), n. (hist.). Authoritative 
sentence or decree of the King or Parlia¬ 
ment of France; (loosely) judgement, 
order. [F, f. OF arest (prec.)) 

arride', v.t. (literary). Please, gratify, [f. 
L AUridere smile upon, be pleasing to] 

arriere-ban (a'rier-), n. Summoning of 
vassals to military service by Frankish 
king; body thus summoned or liable to 
be summoned; noblesse; (improp.) sum¬ 
moning of inferior (arritre-) vassals. [F, 
f. OF ariere-ban for herban, arban f. 
Frankish *hari army + *ban edict, ban (cf. 
OHO heriban), altered in form & sense by 
pop. etym., whence ban et arriere-ban 
summoning of superior & inferior vassals ] 

arriere-pensee (see Ap.), n. Ulterior 
motive; mental reservation. [F] 

a'rris, n. Sharp edge formed by angular 
contact of two plane or curved surfaces, 
as ~-gutter (V-shaped), ~-ivise, ridgewise. 
[corrupt, f. OF areste, mod. arEte] 

arriv'al, n. Act of coming to end of 
journey or destination (lit. & fig.); ap¬ 
pearance upon scene; person, thing, that 
has arrived; (colloq.) new-born child; 
cargo to be delivered when ship arrives. 
[ME f. AF arivaille (ariver, see foil. & 
-al (2))] 

arrive', v.i. Come to destination (lit. & 
fig.) or end of journey (at Bath, in Paris, 
upon scene, at conclusion); (as Gallicism) 
establish one’s repute or position; (of 
things) be brought; (of time) come; (of 
events) come about. [ME, f. OF ariver f. 
Rom. *arripare come to shore (L ripa)] 

arriviste (arevest'), n. Careerist, parvenu. 
[F] 

a'rroglant, a. Overbearing; presump¬ 
tuous; haughty. Hence or cogti. ~ance, 
~ancy, nn., ~antLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
(as foil., see -ant)] 

a'rrogate, v.t. Claim unduly (thing, to 
oneself a thing); claim unduly that one 
possesses (a quality); claim unduly for 
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(to) some one else. [f. L atfrogare ask), 
see -ate3] 

arroga'tion, n. Unjust claim (of or abs.); 
unwarrantable assumption. [I. L arro- 
gatio (as prec., see -ation) ] 

arrondissement (see Ap.), n. Adminis¬ 
trative subdivision of French department. 
[F] 

a'rrow (-6), n. Pointed missile shot from 
bow; index, pin, ornament, of similar 
shape; 11 broad ~, mark distinguishing 
British Government stores; -—stitch, tri¬ 
angular set of stitches securing whale¬ 
bone in stays; ~-headed characters, cunei¬ 
form; ~root, plant from which a nu¬ 
tritious starch is prepared. Hence ~Y2 
(-61) a. [OE earh, arvoe, f. Gmc *arhw-, 
cf. Goth, arhwazna; cogn. w. L arcus 
bow] 

fikse, n. (not now in polite use). But¬ 
tocks, rump. [OF ears, OHG, ON ars, 
Gmc *arsaz, cogn. w. Gk orrhos ] 

fTts'enal, n. Public establishment for 
storage or manufacture of weapons & 
ammunition (also fig.), [f. It. arsenate, 
earlier arzend f. Arab, dar accina'ah (dar 
house + al the +cina'ah art f. gana'a 
fabricate); d- dropped perh. by confus. w. 
de prep.; -ale added in It. ] 

Srs'enic1, n. (Chem.) brittle steel-grey 
semi-metallic substance, crystallizing in 
rhombohedrons, & volatilizing without 
fusion with odour of garlic; (pop.) tri¬ 
oxide of ~, white mineral substance, 
a violent poison; flowers of ~, same 
sublimed. Hence arsen'icAL a. [OF, f. L 
f. Gk arsenikon yellow orpiment (identi¬ 
fied with arsenikos male, but in fact) f. 
Arab, az-zernikh the orpiment f. Pers. 
zerni (zar gold)] 

firsen'ic2, a. Of, belonging to, arsenic; 
esp. (Chem.) applied to compounds in 
which arsenic combines as a pentad, [f. 
prec., -ic being identified with -ic (1)] 

Sksen'ious, a. Containing arsenic; esp. 
applied to compounds in which arsenic 
combines as a triad, [f. arsenic n. + 
-ious; see also -ous] 

drs'is, n. (pi. arses). Accented syllable in 
English scansion (cf. thesis), [f. LL f. 
Gk, = lifting f. airo lift; in what sense, & 
whether orig. of voice or foot (in beating 
time), is disputed] 

ars'on, n. Wilful setting on fire of 
another’s house or similar property or 
one’s own when insured. Hence *~iSTn., 
incendiary, [legal AF arso(u)n (13th c.) = 
OF arson f. Rom. *arsionem f. L ardere 
ars- burn] 

art1, v. See be. 

drt2, n. Skill, esp. human skill as opposed 
to nature; skilful execution as an object 
in itself; skill applied to imitation & 
design, as in painting etc.; (attrib.) of 
artistic design etc. (chiefly shop use: ~ 
needlework, carpet, curtain); thing in 
which skill may be exercised; esp. (pi.) 
certain branches of learning serving as 

artichoke 

intellectual instruments for more ad¬ 
vanced studies, as Bachelor, Master, of 
Arts, one who has obtained standard of 
proficiency in these; black ~, magic; 
practical application of any science; in¬ 
dustrial pursuit, craft; guild, company of 
craftsmen; fine ~s, those in which mind 
& imagination are chiefly concerned; 
knack; cunning; stratagem; ~ & (or) 
part, design & (or) execution, as be ~ & 
part in (accessary in both respects). [ME, 
f. OF art t. L artem] 

Skt'efact, drt'i-, n. A product of human 
art & workmanship; (Archaeol.) a pro¬ 
duct of prehistoric art as dist. from a 
similar object naturally produced, [f. L 
arte (abl. of ars art) + factum (neut. p.p. 
of facere make) ] 

£rtel', n. Collective enterprise of peasants 
or workers in the Soviet Union. [Russ.] 

drter'ial, a. Belonging to, of the nature 
of, resembling, an artery (now freq. of 
important main roads, & lines of trans¬ 
port or communication, as ~ railway, 
road, traffic). [F (arltre aetery, see -al)] 

akter'ializle, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Convert 
venous into arterial (blood) by exposure to 
oxygen in lungs; furnish with arterial 
system. Hence ~a'tion n. [prec.+-IZE] 

Srterioscleros'is, n. Hardening of the 
arteries, esp. as concomitant of old age. 
[see artery, scler(o)-, -osis] 

arterlot'omy, n. Opening of artery for 
blood-letting; dissection of arteries, [f. 
LL f. Gk arteriolomia (as foil., see -tosiy)] 

art'erjy, n. Tube forming part of system 
by which blood is conveyed from heart 
(cf. vein) to all parts of body (also fig.). 
Hence ~It'is n. [ME, f. L f. Gk arteria 
prob. f. airo raise] 

arte'sian (-zhn), a. ~ well, perpendicular 
boring into strata, producing constant 
supply of water rising spontaneously to 
surface, [f. F arlisien (Artois, old French 
province)] 

abt'ful, a. Cunning, crafty, deceitful, (of 
persons & actions). Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~NESS n. [art2+-ful] 

arthr|It'is, n. Inflammation of joint; 
gout. So~it'lca. [L f. Gk (arthron joint, 
see -ms) ] 

firthro-, comb, form of Gk arthron joint, 
as in arthrdp’athy, painful affection of 
joints, arthros’is, articulation, 

dk'thropod, n. (zool.). Member of 
Arthrdp'oda, consisting of animals with 
jointed body & limbs, [prec.+ Gk pous 
podos_foot ] 

Arthur'ian (dr-), a. Relating to King 
Arthur or his knights, [-ian] 

ffrt'ichoke, n. Plant (of which bottom of 
flower & bases of its scales are edible) 
allied to thistles, native of Barbary; 
Jerusalem (corrupt, of girasole, sunflower) 
~, species of sunflower with edible 
tuberous roots, [f. It. articiocco corrupt, 
of *alcarcioffo (mod. It. carciofo, OSp. 
alcarchofa) f. Arab, alkharshuf] 
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icle1, n. Separate portion of anything 

written; separate clause (of agreement 
etc.) as Thirty-nine A~s, A~s of war. 
Apprenticeship, Association; literary com¬ 
position forming part of magazine etc. 
but independent; leading in news¬ 
paper, ~ expressing editorial opinion; 
particular; particular thing, as the next 
~; (Gram.) definite ~, ‘the’, indefinite ~, 
a, an’; in the ~ (moment) of death (usu. 

in artic'ulo mortis). [ME, f. OF, f. L 
articulus, dim. of artus limb ] 

cfrt'icle2, v.t. Set forth in articles; indict; 
bind by articles of apprenticeship, [f. 
prec.] 

artic'ular, a. Pertaining to the joints. 
[ME, f. L articularis (as article1, see 
-AR1)]^ 

fibtic'ulatel, a. & n. Jointed; distinctly 
jointed, distinguishable, as~ speech-, (n.) 
~ animal. Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv., ~ness 

(-tn-) n. [f. L articulatus (as prec., see 
-ATE2)] 

^btic'ulatle2, v.t. & i. Connect by joints, 
mark with apparent joints (usu. pass.); 
divide into words, pronounce distinctly; 
(intr.) speak distinctly. Hence ~ory a. 
[f. prec.* see -ate3] 

articula'tion, n. Act, mode, of jointing; 
joint; articulate utterance, speech; con¬ 
sonant. [F, or f. L articulalio (articulare 
joint as article1, see -ation)] 

firt'ifice, n. Device, contrivance; ad¬ 
dress, skill. [F, f. L a.rtifLcium tars artis 
art +-ficium making f. facere make)] 

drtif'icer, n. Craftsman; inventor (of). 
[ME, of uncert. orig.; OF had artificien, 
of which this may be an alteration] 

£rtifi'cial (-shal), a. Made by art; not 
natural; not real, as ~ flowers; real, but 
produced by art, as ~ ice-, ~ horizon, 
device indicating attitude of aircraft to 
horizon; ~ respiration, inducing of 
respiration by manual or mechanical 
means. Hence Sttlflcial'iTY (-sin-), 
--'NESS, nn., ~ize v.t., ~LY2 adv. [ME, f. 
F -el, or L artificialis (as artifice, see -al)] 

arfiil'ery, n. Anti-aircraft, anti-tank, 
field, medium, heavy, & mountain guns 
used by an army; branch or arm of the 
service that uses these; ~-train, ordnance 
mounted on carriages & ready for march¬ 
ing. Hence attill'eriST,-'man, nn. [ME, 
f. OF artillerie f. artiller equip, arm; see 
-ERY] 

fObtisan' (-z-), n. Mechanic, handicrafts¬ 
man. [F, f. It. artigiano f. Rom. *arti- 
tianus (artitus p.p. of artire instruct in 
arts, see -an)] 

fTht'Ist, n. One who practises one of the 
fine arts, esp. painting; ~’s proof, copy 
of engraving taken for ~’s approval or 
correction & valued as fresher than 
ordinary copies; one who makes his craft 
a fine art (~ in words etc.). Hence 
dttis,tic(AL) aa., Sbtis'ticalLY2 adv., ~ry 

n. [f. F artiste f. It. artista (arte art, see 
-1ST)] 

attiste' (-te-), n. Professional singer, 
dancer, etc. [F, see prec.] 

filt'less, a. Unskilful, uncultured; clumsy; 
natural; guileless, ingenuous. Hence 
'—ly2 adv., —ness n. [art2+-less] 

£tt'y, a. (colloq.). Pretentiously artistic; 
(of persons) aping the artistic; —-<£•- 
-crafty, (joc., usu. of furniture) remarkable 
rather for specially artistic style than for 
usefulness or comfort (after the Arts & 

_Crafts Exhibition Society). [-Y2] 

ar'um, n. Kinds of monocotyledonous 
plants including wake-robin;~ lily (tall 
& white-spathed). [L, f. Gk aron] 

-ary1, suf. forming adjj. & nn. f. L -arius, 
-arium taken directly, or thr. later F 
learned adoptives in -aire, or formed in E 
on L nn.; adjj. as arbitrary, contrary, 
primary, nn. = -arius, as actuary, ad¬ 
versary, = -arium, as dictionary, = -aria, 
as fritillary. The popular forms in OF 
ended in -ier (premier premier). OF -ier 
= AF -er, whence ME -er as in danger, 
carpenter (-er2), mortar, vicar (-ar2). 

-ary2, suf. Occas. in adjj. f. lu-aris 
instead of regular -ar1, thr. F learned 
adoptives in -aire, which repr. both L 
-arius (e.g. L contrarius, F- aire, E -ary1) 

& D -aris (e.g. L rnilitaris, F -aire, 
E -ary2). 

Ar'yan (ar-), a. & n. 1. Applied by some 
to family of languages (also called Indo- 
-European, Indo-Germanic) that includes 
Sanskrit, Iranian, Greek, Latin, Celtic, 
Germanic, Slavonic, with their modern 
representatives, by others only to the 
Indo-Iranian portion of these. 2. n. 
Member of ~ family; in Nazi Germany 
esp. contrasted with Semite, [f. Skr. arya 
noble (in earlier use a national name com¬ 
prising worshippers of tbe gods of the 
Brahmans); earlier Arian is f. L Arianus 
of Aria (f. Gk Areia eastern Persia)] 

as1 (az, az), adv., conj., rel. pron. 1. adv. 
(in main sentence, foil, by as in subord. 
clause expressed or understood) in the 
same degree, as I came as soon as I could, 
I know that as well as you, you might as 
well help me, as far1 as. 2. rel. adv. or 
conj. in subord. clause, -with or without 
antecedent as, so, expressing manner, 
degree, etc., of the principal sentence; 
(degree) you are as good as he, it is not so 
(or as) easy as you think, quick as thought 
he jumped out, fair as (= though) she is; 
(manner) do as you like, according as we 
decide, he looks as if he had seen a ghost, 
treat him as a stranger, you are, as it were 
(= as if it were actually so), compromised, 
they rose as one man, late as usual, he 
smiled, as who should say (= as a man 
w'ould smile who); (time) it struck me as 
I was speaking; (reason) as you are not 
ready, we must go on; (result) he so ar¬ 
ranged matters as to suit everyone, be so 
good as to come; (illustration) cathedral 
cities, asNorwich. 3. rel. pron. That, who, 
which, as I had the same trouble as you, 
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such countries as Spain; (with ante¬ 
cedent inferred from main sentence) he 
was a foreigner, as (which fact) they 
perceived from his accent. 4. Special 
phrases: as for, with regard to; as 
from (in formal dating, as coal will be 
decontrolled as from 31st March); as 
regards, so far as it concerns; as to, with 
respect to (said nothing as to hours, as to 
when he would come; as to you, I despise 
you); as yet, up to this time; I thought as 
much, I thought so; as ivell (as), in ad¬ 
dition (to); as good as dead, practically 
dead. 5. Phrases in (as)... as expressing 
by reference to a. proverbial type the 
highest or a high degree of some quality, 
& in alliterative or punning phrr. 
modelled on these: bald as a coot, black as 
pitch, blind as a bat, bold as brass, brave as 
a lion, bright as a new pin, brown as a 
berry, busy as a bee, cold as charity, 
common as dirt, cool as a cucumber, cross as 
two sticks, dead as a doornail, dead as 
mutton, deaf as a post, drunk as a fiddler, 
drunk as a lord, dry as a bone, dull as ditch- 
water, easy as ABC, easy as lying, fit as a 
fiddle, flat as a pancake, good as gold (of 
children’s conduct), good as a play (amus¬ 
ing), hard as nails, heavy as lead, hungry 
as a hunter, jolly as a sandboy, keen as 
mustard, large as life, light as air, mad as a 
hatter, mad as a March hare, meek as 
Moses, merry as a grig, old as the hills, pale 
as a ghost, plain as a pikestaff, pleased as 
Punch, plentiful as blackberries, plump as 
a partridge, proud as a peacock, proud as 
Lucifer, quick as thought, quiet as a mouse, 
right as a trivet, right as rain, safe as a 
house, sharp as a needle, silent as the 
grave, snug as a bug in a rug, soft as butter, 
soft as velvet, sound as a bell, stiff as a 
poker, straight as a die, strong as a horse, 
stubborn as a mule, sure as fate, thick as 
thieves, thin as a lath, tight as a drum, true 
as steel, ugly as sin, warm as (a) toast, 
weak as a rat, weak as water, white as a 
sheet, [worn-down form of OE al(l)su>d 
also, later alsa, als] 

as2, n. Roman copper coin, orig. weighing 
12 oz., but finally reduced to £ oz. [L] 

as-, pref. = ad- before s. 

asafoet'ida (-fet-) n. Concreted resinous 
gum with strong smell of garlic used in 
medicine and cookery, [med. L (asa f. 
Pers. aza mastic + fetid)] 

asbes'tine (&z-), a. Of, like, asbestos, 
incombustible (lit. & fig.), [f. L f. Gk 
asbestinos f. foil., see -ike2] 

asbes't|5s (az-), n. Fibrous mineral that 
can bo woven into an incombustible 
fabric (also fig.). Hence ~ic, ~oid, aa. 
[f. L f. Gk, = unquenchable (a- not 
+ sbeslos i. sbennumi quench)] 

ascend', v.t. & i. Go, come, up; (of 
things) rise, be raised; slope upwards, 
lie along ~ing slope; rise in thought, 
rank, degree of quality; (of sounds) rise 
in pitch; go back in point of time; (trans.) 

aseity 

go up, climb; ~ a river, go along it to¬ 
wards its source; mount upon, as ~ the 
throne. [ME, f. L ascendere, AD(scendere 
scens- = scandere climb)] 

ascen'dancy, -ency, n. Dominant con¬ 
trol, sway, (over), [f. after foil., sec -ancy] 

ascen'dant, -ent, a. & n. 1. Rising; 
(Astron.) rising towards zenith; (Astrol.) 
just above eastern horizon; predominant. 
2. n. Horoscope; point of ecliptic or 
degree of zodiac that (esp. at birth of 
child) is just rising above eastern horizon; 
house of the ~ (from 5 degrees of zodiac 
above this point to 25 below it); lord of 
the ~, any planet within this; in the ~, 
supreme, dominating, (improp.) rising; 
supremacy; ancestor. [ME, i. OF (-ant) 
f. L as ascend, see -ent] 

ascen'sion (-shon), n. Act of ascending; 
ascent of Christ on fortieth day after 
resurrection; A~-day, Holy Thursday, 
on which this is commemorated; A~tide, 
period of ten days from A—day to 
Whitsun Eve; rising of a celestial body, 
as right ~ (celestial longitude). Hence 
~al a. [f. L ascensio (as ascend, see -ion)] 

ascen'sive, a. Rising, progressive; 
(Gram.) intensive, [as prec., see -ive] 

ascent', n. Act of ascending; upward 
movement, rise, (lit. & fig.); way by 
which one may ascend, slope, flight of 
steps, [f. ascend on anal, of descent ] 

ascertain', v.t. Find out (for certain), get 
to know. Hence ~adle a., ~ment n. 
[ME, f. OF acertener, st. acertaine- (d to + 
CERTAIN)] 

ascet'ic, a. & n. Severely abstinent, 
austere; (n.) one who practises severe 
self-discipline, esp. (Eccl. Hist.) one who 
retired into solitude for this purpose. 
Hence ~al a., ~alLY2 adv., ~ism: (-sizm) 
n. [f. Gk asketikos f. askeles monk (askeo 
exercise), sec -ete and -ic] 

ascid'ium (asid-), n. Kinds of marine 
organism with leathery enveloping tunic, 
regarded as link in development of 
Vertebrata. [mod. L, f. Gk askidion dim. 
of askos wine-skin] 

Asclep'iad, n. (Gk and Lat. Prosody) 
verse consisting of a spondee, two or 
three choriambi, & an iambus. Hence 
^e'AN a. [f. LL f. Gk Asklepiadeios 
(Asklepiades, Greek poet, the inventor)] 

As'cot (a-), n. Racecourse on ~ Heath, 
Berks.; race-meeting at ~. 

ascribe', v.t. Attribute, impute, (to); 
consider as belonging (to person or thing). 
Hence or cogn. ascrib'ABLE a., ascrip'- 
tiON n., (esp.) preacher’s words ascribing 
praise to God at end of sermon. [ME 
ascrive f. OF ascriv- st. of ascrire f. L 
\T>(scribere script- write)] 

As'dic (az-), n. Device for detecting sub¬ 
marine. [f. initials of Allied Submarine 
Detection Investigation Committee] 

ase'ity, n. (metaphys.). Underivcd exist¬ 
ence, the being uncreate, [f. med. L 
aseitas f. L a se from oneself; see -ity] 
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asep'sis, n. Absence of putrefactive 
matter or harmful bacteria; the aseptic 
method in surgery, [a- (7)+Gk sepsis 
decay_(sepo, see foil.)] 

asep'tic, a. & n. Free from putrefaction 
or blood-poisoning; surgically sterile, 
sterilized, (of wounds, instruments, dress¬ 
ings) ; (of method etc.) seeking the absence 
(rather than counteraction, cf. antiseptic) 
of septic matter; (n.) non-putrescent 
substance, [a- (7)+Gk seplikos putre¬ 
fying (sepo rot, see -ic) ] 

asex'ual, a. (biol.). Without sex. Hence 
asexual'iTY n. [a- (7) + sexual] 

ash1, n. Forest-tree with silver-grey bark, 
pinnate foliage, & close-grained wood; 
wood of this; —grub, (found on ~ 
& used by anglers); ~-key, winged seed 
of the ~; —leaf, an early potato; moun¬ 
tain ~, rowan-tree. [OE sesc, OHG ask, 
ON askr, f. Gmc *ask-az] 

ash2, n. (usu. pi.). Powdery residue left 
after combustion of any substance; (pi.) 
remains of human body after cremation 
(lit. & fig.); layin~es, burn to the ground; 
sackcloth <£• ~e.s (symbol of repentance); 
II bring back the ~es (Crick.), wipe out 
defeat in series of test matches between 
England & Australia; * can, dustbin; 
~-fire, low fire used in chemical opera¬ 
tions; ~-furnace (used in glass-making); 
Ash Wednesday, first day of Lent (from 
Rom. Cath. custom of sprinkling ~es on 
penitents’ heads). [OE asce, OHG asca, 
ON aska, Goth, azgo, f. Gmc *azgon] 

ashamed' (-md), pred. a. Abashed, dis¬ 
concerted, by consciousness of guilt; ~ of 
(conduct); ~ for (on account of) you; ~ 
to do (implying reluctance, but not al¬ 
ways abstention), [p.p. of obs. vb ashame 
(A- (l) + OE scamian shame)] 

ash'en1, a. Pertaining to an ash-tree; 
made of ash. [ash1 + -en6] 

ash'en2, a. Of ashes; ash-coloured, pale. 
[ash2 + -en6] 

ash'et, n. (Sc.). Big (usu. oval) plate, 
[f. F assiette] 

Ashkenazim (fishkinahz'im), n. pi. Polish - 
-German Jews (as dist. from Sephardim). 

[mod. Heb., f. Askenaz (Gen. x. 3)] 
ash'lar, n. Square hewn stonc(s); masonry 
constructed of this; similar masonry as 
facing to rubble or brick wall. [ME, f. OF 
aisel(i)er (-E.R2) supporting beam, ult. f. L 
axis, assis axle, board; see -ar2] 

ash'laring, n. Short upright boarding in 
garrets, cutting off acute angle formed by 
roof with floor; ashlar masonry, [prec. 
+ -INQ1] 

ashore',adv. To,onto,on,shore. [aprep.] 
ash'y, a. Of ashes; covered with ashes; 
ash-coloured, pale. [ash2 + -y2] 

Asian (ash'an), a. & n. (Native) of Asia 
(now preferred to Asiatic), [f. L f. Gk 
Asianos (Asia, see -AN)] 

Asiat'ic (ash!-), a. & n. Asian, [f. L f. Gk 
Asiatikos (Asiales f. Asia, see -ic) ] 

aside', adv. & n. 1. To, on, one side. 

aspen 
away; (apart) from; set ~, quash 
(verdict); speak ~ (apart, in privacy). 
2. n. Words spoken ~, esp. spoken by an 
actor & supposed not to be heard by 
other performers; indirect effort, [orig. 
on side, see A prep. ] 

as'inine, a. Pertaining to asses; stupid. 
Hence asinin'iTY n. [f. L asininus 
(asinus ass, -ine1)] 

-asis, suf. forming names of diseases. [L 
-asis f. Gk -asis in nouns of state f. vbs 
in -ad] 

ask (ah-), v.t. & i. Call for an answer to, 
as ~ (him) a question, ~ (him) this, (him) 
who it is, ~ him the time, ~ a question of 
a person, ~ him about a thing; make a 
request (for), as ~ a favour of him, ~ (him) 
a favour, ~ (him) for it, ask (abs.), ~ him to 
do it, ~ that it may be done, ~ to have time 
given one; invite (person to dinner etc., 
or out); (of things) demand, require, as it 
~s (for) attention; ~ (publish) the banns; 
(pop.) be ~ed in church, have one’s banns 
called; ~ for trouble, •— for it (si.), court 
trouble; if you ~ me, in my opinion. [OE 
ascian, acsian, OHG eiscon, f. WG 
*aiskojan; ax was usu. literary form to 
1600] 

askance', -ant', adv. Sideways, asquint; 
with indirect meaning; look ~ at, view 
suspiciously, [etym. unkn. ] 

askar'i (-ahr-), n. European-trained 
African native soldier. [Arab, 'askari 
soldier; pi. occas. as sing. ] 

askew', adv. & pred. a. Obliquely; look 
~ (not straight in the face); (adj.) oblique. 
[a prep. + skew] 

aslant'(-ahnt), adv. & prep. Obliquely; 
(prep.) slantingly across, athwart, [a 

prep. + slant] 

asleep', adv. & pred. a. In, into, a state of 
sleep (fit. & fig.); (of hmbs) benumbed; 
(of top) spinning without apparent mo¬ 
tion. [a prep. + sleep] 

asldpe', adv. & pred. a. Sloping, cross¬ 
wise. [perh. f. OE aslopen p.p. of aslupan 
slip away] 

asp1, n. (also aspen). Kind of poplar with 
specially tremulous leaves. [OE eespe, 
OHG aspa, f. WG *aspon] 

asp2, n. Small venomous hooded serpent 
of Egypt and Libya; (poet.) any veno¬ 
mous serpent. [ME, f. L f. Gk aspis] 

aspa'ragus, n. Plant, whose vernal 
shoots are a table delicacy. [L, f. Gk 
asparagus] 

as'pect, n. Way of looking; a looking, 
fronting, in a given direction; side so 
fronting; phase; look, expression; ap¬ 
pearance (esp. to the mind); (Gram.) a 
verbal form expressing action or being 
in respect of its inception, duration, or 

completion. [ME, f. L aspcctus -us (ad- 

spicere -sped- look at)] 
as'pen, a. & n. Of, like, the asp (tree); 
quivering; (n.)=ASr1. [asp1 + -en; wrong¬ 
ly taken as noun used attrib. in aspen 
leaf etc.] 
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aspergill'um, n. Brush for sprinkling 
holy water, [med. L, f. aspergere (ad to + 
spargere sprinkle) + -ilium dim. suf. ] 

aspe'rity, n. Roughness; rough excre¬ 
scence; severity (of weather); harshness, 
sharpness, (of temper). [ME asprete f. OF 
f. L asperitatem (asper rough, see -ty), 

whence mod. form] 
asperse', v.t. Besprinkle (with); bespat¬ 
ter (person, character, with damaging 
reports); calumniate. So aspffr'siON 
(-shn) n. [f. L aspergere -ers-, see asper¬ 

gillum^ 
aspersor'ium, n. Vessel for holy water. 

[med. L (as prec., see -ory)] 
as'phalt1, n. A smooth hard bituminous 
substance; mixture of bitumen, pitch, 
& sand, for pavements etc.; similar 
mixture of coal-tar with sand etc. Hence 
asphal'tic a. [ME, ult. f. LL asphaltus, 
-um, f. Gk asphaltos of foreign orig. ] 

as'phalt2, v.t. Lay (road) with asphalt, 
[f. prec.] 

as'phodel, n. Plant of lily family; (poet.) 
immortal flower in Elysium, [f. L f. Gk 
asphodelos; earlier affodil, whence daffo¬ 

dil] 
asphyx'lja, -x'y, n. Suspended anima¬ 
tion due to lack of oxygen in blood, 
suffocation. Hence ~al a., ~atf.3 v.t., 
<~a'tion n. [mod. L f. Gk asphuxia (a- 
not -tsphuxis pulse)] 

as'pic1, n. (poet.). = asp2. [F, f. L aspi- 
dem, nom. -is, w. unexpl. -ic] 

as'pic2, n. Savoury meat jelly with cold 
game, eggs, etc., in it. [F, of disputed 
etym.] 

aspidis'tra, n. Foliage plant with broad 
taper leaves, freq. grown as a house plant, 
[mod. L f. Gk aspis shield ] 

as'pirant (or ospfi-), a. & n. (One) who 
aspires (to, after, for). [F, or f. L as foil., 
see -ant] 

as'pirate1, a. & n. (Consonant) pro¬ 
nounced with a breathing, blended with 
sound of h; the sound of h. [f. L aspirare, 
see aspire and -ate2] 

as'pirate2, v.t. Pronounce with a breath¬ 
ing ; draw out (gas) from vessel, [as prec., 
see -ate3] 

aspira'tion, n. Drawing of breath; de¬ 
sire (for, after); action of aspirating, [f. 
OF, or f. L aspiratio (as prec., see -ation)] 

as'pirator, n. Apparatus for drawing air, 
gas, through tube; instrument for draw¬ 
ing pus from abscesses; winnowing- 
-machine. [f. L aspirare, see foil, and 
-OR] 

aspire', v.i. Desire earnestly (to, after, at, 
to do, or abs.); mount up (usu. fig.), 

^[f. F, or L ad(spirare breathe)] 
as'pirin, n. An analgetic & febrifuge. 

[p] v 
asquint', adv. & pred. a. (With look or 
similar vt) obliquely, out at the corner of 
the eyes (esp. through defect in the eyes), 
[hist. & etym. unkn.; w. second element 
cf. Du. schuinte slant, slope] 

ass (or ahs), n. Quadruped of horse family 
with long ears & tuft at end of tail 
(used esp. as type of ignorance, stupidity, 
etc.); make an ~ of, stultify (oneself, or 
another); asses’ bridge (pons asin/irum), 
Euclid I, 5 ‘The angles at the base of an 
isosceles triangle are equal to one an¬ 
other’. [f. OE assa, not repr. outside 
OE, f. (thr. Celt.) L asinus, whence also 
OE esol, eosol, (OHG esil, Goth, asilus) 
which did not survive] 

ass'agai, -segai, (-gi), n. Slender spear 
of hard wood, esp. a missile of S. African 
tribes, [f. obs. F azagaye (mod. zagaie) f. 
Arab, azzaghayah (al the + Berber word 
zaghayah) ] 

assa'i ( ah-e), adv. (mus.). Very. [It.l 
assail', v.t. Make hostile attack upon 
(lit. & fig.); approach resolute^' (task); 
overwhelm (with questions etc.). Hence 
~able a., ~ant n. [ME, f. OF asalir, 
asaillir, f. med. L assalire f. L ASsilire 
(salire salt- leap)] 

assass'in, n. One who undertakes to kill 
treacherously; (hist.) Moslem fanatic in 
time of Crusades, sent by the Old Man of 
the Mountains to murder Christians. [F, 
or f. med. L assassinus f. Arab, fyashshash, 
tiashishiyy hashish-eater] 

assass'in|ate, v.t. Kill by treacherous 
violence. Hence ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. 
med. L assassinare (assassinus), see prec. 
and -ate3] 

assault'1, n. Hostile attack (lit. & fig.); 
~ of, at, arms, attack in fencing, display 
of military exercises; rush against walls 
of fortress etc., as carry by ~; (Law) un¬ 
lawful personal attack (including menac¬ 
ing words), as ~ & battery; (euphem. for) 
rape (of woman). [ME, f. OF asaut f. 
Rom. *assaltus (as assail)] 

assault'2, v.t. Make violent attack 
upon (lit. & fig.); assail; (euphem. for) 
rape (woman); attack (fortress) by 
sudden rush. Hence ~able a. [ME, f. 
OF asauler f. Rom. *assaltare spring at, 
for L *as(suliare frequent, of sadre salt- 
leap)] 

assay'1, n. Trial of metals, esp. of 
fineness of coin or bullion; metal to 
be so tried; (arch.) attempt. [ME, f. OF 
assai, var. of essai (see essay1), f. LL 
exagium weighing (exigere, -agere, weigh, 
try)] 

assay'2, v.t. & i. Try the purity of 
(precious metals, also fig.); attempt 
(anything difficult, to do). Hence ~able 

a. [ME, f. OF asayer, essayer (see essay2) 

f. Rom. *exagiare (exagium, see prec.)] 
assem'blage, n. Bringing, coming, to¬ 
gether; concourse of persons; collection. 
[F (assembler, see foil, and -age)] 

assem'ble, v.t. & i. Gather together, 
collect; (Mech.) fit together the parts of 
(machine, structure). [ME, f. OF asembler 
f. L ASsimulare in the (late) sense of 
bring together (simul)] 

assem'bly, n. Gathering together, con- 
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course, esp. deliberative body, legislative 
council; military call by drum or bugle; 
assembling a machine or its parts; ~ line, 
group of machines & workers operating 
on some product to be assembled; ~ 
room: room in which balls etc. are given; 
(also ~ shop) place where a machine or its 
parts are assembled. [ME, f. OF asembUe 
fern. p.p. of asembler, see prec. ] 

assent'1, v.i. Agree (to proposal), defer 
(to a desire); express agreement (to state¬ 
ment or opinion, or abs.). Hence ~or n. 
[ME, f. OF asentcr f. L assentari, irreg. 
frequent, of ASsentiri agree to (sentire 
think)] 

assent'2, n. (Official) concurrence, sanc¬ 
tion, as royal ~ (of sovereign to bill 
passed by Parliament); mental accept¬ 
ance. [ME, f. OF asent(e) (asenter, see 

Jirec.)] 
assenta'tion, n. Obsequious concurrence. 

[F, f. L assentationem (as assent, see 
-ation) [ 

assen'tient (-shi-), a. & n. (Person) that 
assents, [f. L assentient- (assentiri, see 
ASSENT1, -ENT)] 

assort', v.t. Vindicate a claim to (rights); 
~ oneself, insist upon one’s rights; de¬ 
clare. Hence ~able, ~ive, aa., ~iveLY2 

(-vl-) a,dv., ~iveNESS (-vn-) n. [f. L 
as (severe sert- join) put one’s hand on 
slave’s head to free him] 

asser'tion, n. Insistence upon a right; 
sel/-~, insistence on recognition of one’s 
claims; affirmation, positive statement. 
[F, or f. L assertio (as prec., see -ion)] 

ass€rt'or, n. One who asserts; champion, 
advocate, (of). [L (as prec., see -or)] 

assess', v.t. Fix amount of (taxes, fine); 
fix amount of & impose (upon person 
or community); fine, tax, (person, com¬ 
munity, property, in, at, so much); esti¬ 
mate value of (property) for taxation. 
Hence <~able a., ~abLY2 adv., ~ment n. 
[ME, f. OF assesser f. med. L assessare 
frequent, of as(sidere sess- = sedere sit)] 

assess'or, n. One who sits as assistant, 
adviser, to judge or magistrate; one who 
assesses taxes or estimates value of pro¬ 
perty for taxation. [ME, f. OF assessour 
f. L assessorem assistant-judge (as prec., 
see -or)] 

ass'ets, n. pi. (sing. -et). (Law) enough 
goods to enable heir to discharge debts 
& legacies of testator; property liable 
to be so applied; effects of insolvent 
debtor; property of person or company 
that may be made liable for debts; (sing.) 
item of this in balance-sheet, (loosely) 
any possession, (colloq.) any useful 
quality, [f. AF asets f. OF asez enough 
f. Rom. *assatis (L ad to + satis enough)] 

assev'erjate, v.t. Solemnly declare. So 
~a'tion n. [f. L asseverare (severus 
serious), see-ate3] 

assib'il|ate, v.t. Give a hissing sound to. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [f. L ASsibilare hiss, see 
-ATE3] 

assidu'ity, n. Close attention; (pi.) con¬ 
stant attentions, [f. L assiduitas (assi- 
duus, see foil, and -TY)]. 

assid'uous, a. Persevering, diligent. 
Hence~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L assiduus 
(as assess)+-OUS] 

assign'1 (-in), v.t. Allot as a share (to); 
make over (esp. personal property, to); ap¬ 
point (place etc. to); fix, specify; ascribe, 
refer, (event to date); ascribe (reason 
to, for, thing). Hence ~able (-in-) a., 
assignou' (-in-) n. [ME, f. OF assigner f. 
L Assignors mark out to (signum sign) ] 

assign'2 (-in), n. One to whom property, 
right, is legally transferred. [ME assigne 
(three syllables) f.Fassign^ p.p.oiassigner 
(see prec.) gives both assign & assignee] 

ass'ignat, n. Paper money issued by 
revolutionary government (1790-95) of 
France. [F, f. L assignatum, neut. p.p. of 
assignore assign] 

assignation, n. Apportionment; formal 
transference; appointment (of time & 
place); “illicit love meeting. [ME, f. OF 
assignacion f. L assignationem (as assign 1, 
see -ation)] 

assignee' (-In-), n. One appointed to act 
for another; assign; ~s in bankruptcy, 
persons charged with management of 
bankrupt’s estate. [ME, f. OF a(s)signA, 
see assign n. ] 

assign'ment (-in-), n. Allotment; legal 
transference; document effecting this; 
attribution; statement (of reasons); “task 
allotted to person. [ME, f. OF assigns- 
ment f. med. L assignamentum (as assign 1, 

see -ment)] 
assim'illate, v.t. & i. Make like (to, with); 
(now rare) compare (to, with); absorb into 
the system (lit. & fig.); (intr.) be so ab¬ 
sorbed. Hence or cogn. ~aBiL'lTY, ~A* 

TION, ~atOR, nn.,~ABLE, ~atIVE, ~atORY 

aa. [f. L assimilare, by-form of assimu- 
lare (see assemble) after similis like; see 
-ate 3] 

assist', v.t. & i., & n. 1. Help (person, 
process, person in doing), whence ~ant 

a. & n., ~ance n. 2. v.i. Take part 
(in); be present (at). 3. n. “(Baseball) 
score credited to fielder who stops & 
throws in the ball to player nearest the 
base to which an opponent is running, so 
helping to put him out. [f. F assister 
f. L ASsislere take one’s stand by] 

assize', n. Statutory price (of bread and 
ale); trial in which sworn assessors decide 
questions of fact, II esp. periodical sessions 
in each county of England & Wales for 
administration of civil & criminal justice; 
great ~, last judgement. [ME, f. OF asise, 
fem. sing. p.p. (as n.) of aseeir (mod. 
F. asseoir) sit at f. L assidere, cf. assess] 

asso'ci|able (-sha-), a. That can be con¬ 
nected in thought (with). Hence ~aniLi 
ity n. [F, f. associer (as foil., see -able)] 

asso'ciate1 (-shi-), a. & n. 1. Joined in 
companionship, function, or dignity; 
allied. 2. n. Partner; companion; col- 



70 associate 

league; subordinate member of a body, 
institute, etc.; thing connected with 
another. Hence —ship n. [f. L Associate 
(socius sharing, allied), see -ate2] 

ass5'ciat|e2 (-shl-), v.t. & i. Join (persons, 
things, or one with another); connect in 
idea; make oneself a partner in (a mat¬ 
ter); (intr.) combine for common pur¬ 
pose; have intercourse (with). Hence 
~ive, ~ory, aa., ~or n. [as prec., see 
-ATE3] 

association, n. Act of associating (in 
all senses); organized body of persons; 
II deed of ~, document giving particulars 
of limited liability company; fellowship, 
intimacy; ~ of ideas, mental connexion 
between an object & ideas related to it; 
II ~ football (abbr. soccer), kind played 
with round ball, which may not be 
handled except by goalkeeper (cf. kugby). 

[F, or f. med. L associatio (as prec., see 
-ATION)] 

assoil', v.t. (arch.). Absolve from sin, 
pardon; acquit; release; atone for. [ME, 
f. OF a(s)soil-, tonic stem of a(s)soldre f, L 
AS(solvcre loose); Sc. has assoilzie (pron. 
-yi) still used in sense ‘acquit’] 

ass'onlance, n. Resemblance of sound 
between two syllables; rhyming of one 
word with another in the accented vowel 
& those that follow, but not in the con¬ 
sonants (e.g. sonnet, porridge); partial 
correspondence. So ~ant a. [F, f. L 
assonare respond to (sonus sound), see 
-ANCE] 

assdrt', v.t. & i. Classify, arrange in sorts; 

group with others; furnish (store, shop) 

with an assortment; (intr.) associate with; 
fall into a class; suit well or ill with. [f. 

OF assarler (d to +sorte SORT)] 

assdrt'ment, n. Assorting; assorted set 

of goods of one or several classes, [-ment ] 

assuage' (-sw-), v.t. Calm, soothe, (per¬ 

son, feelings, pain); appease (appetite, 

desire). Hence~MENT(aswaj'm-) n. [ME, 

f. OF asouageri. Rom. *assuaviare(suavis 
sweet)] 

assum|e', v.t. Take upon oneself (aspect, 
air); ~ing, taking much upon oneself, 
arrogant; undertake (office, duty); usurp; 
simulate; take for granted (thing, thing 
to be, that). Hence —'able a., ~'abiY2 
adv. [ME, f. L as(sumere sumpt- take)] 

assumption, n. Act of assuming (in all 
senses); (A~) reception of Virgin Mary 
into heaven, feast in honour of this; thing 
assumed; arrogance. [ME, f. L assumptio 
(as assume, see -ion)] 

assumptive, a. Taken for granted; arro¬ 
gant. [f. L assumptivns (as prec., see -ive) ] 

assur'ance (ashoor-), n. Formal guaran¬ 
tee ; positive declaration; (Law) securing 
of a title; compact securing value of 
property in the event of its being lost, or 
payment of specified sum on person’s 
death (usu. life-~, fire-, marine-, in¬ 
surance) ; certainty (make ~ double sure, 
remove all possible doubt, Shakesp., 

astir 

Macb. iv. i. 83); self-confidence; im¬ 
pudence. [ME, f. OF aseurance (aseurer, 
see foil. & -ance)] 

assure (ashoor'), v.t. Make safe; ~ life 
(see prec.); make certain, ensure the 
happening etc. of; make (person) sure 
(of fact); tell (person) confidently (of a 
thing, of its being so, that it is so). Hence 
assur'edLY2 adv., assur'edNESS n., 
(-shoor-). [ME, f. OF aseurer l. Rom. *as- 

securare (securvs safe) ] 
assur'gent, a. Rising; (Bot.) rising ob¬ 
liquely; aggressive, [f. L ASsurgere rise, 
see -ENT) 

Assyrioll'ogy, n. Study of language, 
history, antiquities, of Assyria. Hence 
-—'L'ogist n. [f. L f. Gk Assuria + -logy ] 

astat'ic, a. Not tending to keep Qne posi¬ 
tion; ~ galvanometer, one in which the 
effect on the needle of the earth’s 
magnetic field is greatly reduced; 
needle (unaffected by earth’s magnetism), 
[f. Gk astatos unstable (a- not -\-sta- 
stand) +-IC] 

as'ter, n. Kinds of plants with showy 
radiated flowers; China ~, flower allied 
to this. [L, f. Gk aster star] 

-aster, suf. expressing contempt, added 
to L and Rom. ns., as oleaster, poetaster, 
meaning ‘petty, sham, would-be’. [L, 
as in philosophaster) 

asterisk, n., & v.t. Star (*) used to mark 
words for reference or distinction; (v.t.) 
mark with ~. [f. LL f. Gk asteriskos dim. 
as ASTER] 

as'terism, n. Cluster of stars; three 
asterisks (***), calling attention, [f. Gk 
asterismos (aster, see -ism)] 

astdrn', adv. (naut.). In, at, the stern; 
away behind; ~ of, behind (a ship, boat); 
backwards, [a prep. +stern2] 

as'teroid, a. & n. 1. Star-shaped. 2. n. 
Name of small planets revolving round 
sun between orbits of Mars and Jupiter; 
kind of firework. Hence ~al (-oid1) a. 
[f. Gk asleroeides (aster, see -oid)] 

asthen'ia (or -eni’a), n. (med.). Loss of 
strength, debility. Hence asthea'ic a. 
& n. [mod. L f. Gk (A- (7)+slhenos 

^strength) +-IA1] 

asth'ma (-sm-), n. A disease of respira¬ 
tion, characterized by difficult breathing, 
cough, etc. [ME asma t. med. L asma f. 
Gk asthma -matos] 

asthmat'Ic (-sm-), a. & n. Pertaining to, 
suffering from, good against, asthma; 
(n.) person suffering from asthma. Hence 
~ALa.,~alLY2adv. [f. Lf. Gkasthmatikos 
(as prcc., see -ic)] 

II asthore', n. (voc.). Darling. [Ir., voc. 
of star treasure ] 

astig'matism, n. Structural defect in 
the eye or a lens, preventing rays of light 
from being brought to common focus. 
So astigmat'io a. [A-(7)+Gk stigma 
-matos point + -IC] 

astir', adv. & pred. a. In motion; out of 

bed; in excitement. [A prep. +STiRn.] 
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aston'ish, v.t. Amaze, surprise; astonied 
(arch. p.p. of aslony, see etym.), dazed, 
dismayed. Hence ~ment n. [altered f. 
obs. aslony unexpl. form of obs. astone 
apparently f. OP estoner, estuner (mod. 
itonner), stupefy, shock, f. Gallo-Rom. 
*Extonare (alt. f. L altonare strike with 
thunderbolt, stun); relation to stun and 
G staunen is uncertain ] 

astound', v.t. Shock with alarm or sur¬ 
prise ; amaze, [f. obs. astound &. = astoned 
p.p. of obs. astone, see prec.] - 

astrad'dle, adv. & pred. a. In a strad¬ 
dling position. [a prep. + straddle 

_v.] 
as'tragal, n. (Archit.) small moulding 
round top or bottom of columns; (Gun¬ 
nery) ring round cannon near mouth. 
[f. foil.] 

astrdcj'alus, n. Ball of ankle-joint; kinds 
of leguminous plants including milk- 
vetch. [L, f. Gk astragalos huckle-bone, 
moulding, plant] 

astrakhan' (-k&n), n. Skin of young 
lambs from Astrakhan in Russia, with 
wool like fur. 

as'tral, a. Connected with, consisting 
of, stars; ~ spirits (supposed to live in 
stars); ~ body, spiritual appearance of 
the human form; ~ hatch, dome-shaped 
window in aircraft through which the 
navigator takes astronomical observa¬ 
tions; ~ lamp (throwing no shadow on 
table below), [f. LL astralis (astrum star, 
see -AL)] 

astray', adv. or pred. a. Out of the right 
way (lit. & fig.). [ME, f. OF estraii p.p. 
of estraier f. Rom. *extravagare wander out 
of bounds; but confused w. forms like 
a-float, a-sleep; no early noun stray] 

astrict', v.t. (rare). Bind tightly; make 
costive; bind morally, legally; restrict 
(to). So astric'tiON n. [f. L astringere 
-id- (ad to +stringere bind)] 

astric'tive, a. Tending to contract orga¬ 
nic tissue; astringent, styptic, [as prec., 
see -ive] 

astride', adv., pred. a., & prep. In strid¬ 
ing position: with legs on each side (of); 

of the road etc., (Mil.) posted across it; 
(prep.) ~ of. [a prep, -f stride n. ] 

astringe' (-nj), v.t. Bind together; com¬ 
press; constipate, [as astrict] 

astrin'gent (-nj-), a. & n. Binding, 
styptic; severe; austere; (n.)~medicine. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., astrln'gENCY n. [as 
prec., see -ent] 

astro-, in comb.=Gk astron star; in wds 
f. Gk, as astronomy, & mod. formations 
as aslrdg'ontf, stellar cosmogony, astro- 
lithdl'ogy, study of meteoric stones; 
ds'troddme, as'trohdlch, = astral hatch’, 
ds'tronaut, student or devotee of astro¬ 
naut'ics, science of aerial navigation in 
space; dstrophps'lcs, branch of astronomy 
dealing with the physics & chemistry of 
the heavenly bodies. 

as'troite, n. Gem known to the ancients; 

at 
kind of madrepore, [f. L f. Gk aslroites 
(see prec. and -ite1)] 

as'trolabe, n. Instrument formerly used 
for taking altitudes etc. [ME, f. OF 
astrelabe f. med. L astrolabiumf. Gk astro- 
(lab- take)] 

astrol'ogy, n. (Formerly) practical as¬ 
tronomy (also called natural ~); art of 
judging of reputed occult influence of 
stars upon human affairs (judicial ~). 
So astroL'OGER n., astrolo'gic(AL) aa., 
astrolo'gicalLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF astro- 
logie f. L f. Gk ASTRO(toffio -logy)] 

astron'om|y, n. Science of the heavenly 
bodies. So ~er* (3) n., student of ~y, 
astronom'ic(AL) aa. (~ical figures, 
distances, as enormous as those familiar 
to ~ers), astronom'icalLY2 adv. [ME, 
f. OF astronomie f. L f. Gk astronomia f. 
astro nomos a. star-arranging (nemo 
arrange) ] 

astute', a. Shrewd, sagacious; crafty. 
Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv., ~ness (-tn-) n. 
[f. obs. F astut or L astutus f. aslus craft] 

asun'der, adv. (Of two or more things) 
apart (in motion or position); tear ~, 
tear to pieces. [OE on sundran, see a 
prep. & SUNDER] 

asyl'um, n. Sanctuary, place of refuge, 
esp. for criminals or debtors; shelter, 
refuge; institution for shelter & support 
of afflicted or destitute persons, esp. 
lunatics (now mental home). [ME, f. L f. 
Gk asulon refuge] 

asymm'etry, n. Want of symmetry, [a- 

(7) -[-SYMMETRY] 
as'ymptote, n. Line that approaches 
nearer & nearer to given curve but does 
not meet it within a finite distance, [f. 
Gk asumptotos not falling together (a- 
not-f sum- together-!-ptbtos falling f. 
pipto) ] 

asyn'deton, n. (pi. -la). A rhetorical 
figure esp. in Greek & Latin, omitting 
the particle that normally begins a 
sentence. [LL f. Gk asundeton uncon¬ 
nected (a- not +sundclos f. sundeo bind 
together) ] 

at1 (or at), prep. 1. Expressing exact, 
approximate, or vague position, lit. & 
fig., as meet at a point, wait at the corner, 
at the top, at Bath (or any town except 
London and that in which the speaker 
is, cf. in 1), at school, at sea, at a distance, 
at arm’s length, out at elbows, at work, at 
dinner, play at fight ing, good at repartee, at 
daggers drawn, at a disadvantage, at his 
mercy, at a low price, at midday, at first, at 
least, at all events, annoyed at finding, 
impatient at delay, at 10High Street, — c/o 
Mr. A., 10 High Street. 2. Expr. motion 
towards, lit. & fig., as arrive at a place, get, 
rush, shoot, laugh, grumble, hint, snatch, 
aim, at. 3. At all, in any degree (in neg. 
context); at best, worst, assuming best, 
worst, result etc.; at one, in harmony or 
agreement (with); at that, at that estimate 
(will take it at that, accept that account of 



At 72 -ation 

the matter), moreover, into the bargain 
(lost an arm, <£- the right arm at that). 
[OE eet, OHG az, ON, Goth, at, Gmo 
cogn. w. had to] 

II At2 (at), n. (colloq.). Member of the 
(Women’s) Auxiliary Territorial Service 
(now W.R.A.C.). ft. initials A.T.S. (its) 
treated as pi. ] 

at-, pref. = ap- before t. 
at'araxy, -ax'ia, n. Stoical indifference, 

[f. mod. L f. Gk ataraxia (a- not + tarasso 
disturb)] 

at'avism, n. Resemblance to remote an¬ 
cestors, reversion to earlier type; recur¬ 
rence of disease after intermission of 
some generations. Hence atavis'tic 
[-1ST, -ic] a. [f. F atavisme f. L atavus 
great-grandfather’s grandfather, see -ISM] 

atax'ic, a. Characterized by ataxy; ~ 
fever, malignant typhus fever, [f. foil. + 
-ic] 

atax'y, n. Irregularity of animal func¬ 
tions ; locomotor ~, morbid unsteadiness 
in use of legs, arms, etc. [f. mod. L f. 
Gk ataxia (a- not + taxis order f. tasso 
arrange)] 

ate. See eat. 
-ate1, suf. forming nn. orig. f. L -alus (gen. 

-its) in nouns of state from p.p. stems or 
nouns, or f. L -atus, -ata, -alum see -ate2), 
which in OF became -6 (-ie), but in 
learned words, & later in many re¬ 
formed words, -at, as frrilat, primal, 
magistrat. E having adopted -at after¬ 
wards added -e to mark quantity of a, 
& later words took -ate at once. E also 
formed wds either directly on L as curate 
or by anal, as aldermanate. Most nn. in 
-ate are (1) nn. of office, as marquisate, 
syndicate, (2) participial nn., as legate one 
deputed, precipitate what is thrown down, 
(3) chem. terms denoting salts formed by 
action of an acid on a base, as nitrate, 
sulphate. 

-ate2, suf. forming adjj. (1) chiefly (thr. 
F) f. L p.p. in -atus (1st conjug.), which 
(cf. prec.) became successively -at, -ate, 
as desolate. Many such adjj. formed 
causative vbs (see foil.) & served as 
p.p. to them, till later the native -ed was 
added; -ated also appears without inter¬ 
vention of vb, as annulated, and as 
alternative form to -ate; (2) L participial 
adjj. were also formed on nn., as caudatus 
tailed, & on adjj. as candidatus white- 
robed ; these were largely adopted in E, 
& others formed on anal. Many nouns 
in -ate1 were orig. adjj. In cordate, ovate, 
etc., the sense is ‘shaped like’. 

-ate3, suf. forming vbs to correspond to 
adjj. in -ate2, and subsequently to repr. 
the corrcsp. L vb in -are (p.p. -atus), as 
separate, aggravate. As these vbs usu. 
have F equivalents in -er, -ate was further 
used to form vbs on model of F vbs in 
-er, as isolate (F isoler). -ate was also used 
to form vbs that L might have formed, 
but did not, on nouns, as felicitate (L 

felicitas -atis), & even vbs on nouns not 
of L orig., as camphorate. 

atelier (see Ap.), n. Workshop, studio. [F] 
at'elo- in comb. = Gk alcles imperfect (a- 
not + tclos end), as -glossia, -gnathia, 
-slomia, imperfect development of tongue, 
jaws, mouth. 

Athana'sian (&-, -shn), a. Of Athanasius 
(archbishop of Alexandria in reign of 
Constantine), as <— creed (that beginning 
Quicunque vult, = Whosoever will), [f. LL 
Athanasius, see -AN ] 

ath'e|ism, n. Disbelief in the existence of 
a God; godlessness. So ~ist n., ~is'tiO 
a., ~is,tiCALLY adv. [f. F athiisme f. Gk 
athcos without God (a- not + theos God), 
see -ism] 

athenae'um, n. Literary or scientific 
club (II esp. the A~, in London); reading- 
-room, library. [L,f. Gk A thenaion temple 
of Athene, goddess of wisdom] 

athfrst', pred. a. Thirsty; eager (for). 
[OE ofthyrst for ofthyrsted p.p. of ofthyr- 
stan be thirsty] 

ath'lete, n. Competitor in physical exer¬ 
cises; robust, vigorous, man; ~’s foot, 
contagious skin-disease of the feet. [f. L 
athleta f. Gk athletes f. athleo contend for 
prize (athlon), see -et2] 

athlet'lic, a. & n. Pertaining to athletes; 
physically powerful; (n. pi.) practice of 
physical exercises, ~ sports. Hence 
~ically adv., ~Icism n. [f. L f. Gk 
athletikos (as prec., see -ic)] 

at-home', n. Reception of visitors within 
certain hours during which host or 
hostess or both have announced that 
they will be at home, a party, 

athwart' (-ort), adv. & prep. Across 
from side to side (usu. obliquely); cross¬ 
wise, perversely; in opposition to; (of 
ship) ~-hawse, across stem of another 
ship at anchor, [a prep.-f thwart] 

-atic, adj. suf. (= F -atique) f. L -aticus 
(orig. -at- of p.p. stems + -ic, but extended 
to nouns as fanaticus f. fanum), surviving 
phonetically in F & E -age ; in many 
modern formations, as lunatic, lymphatic; 
but in many apparent cxx. (dramatic, 
piratic) the suf. is -ic, Sc -at- part of the 
stem. 

-atile, adj. suf. like -atic in orig. & use 
= -at- + -ile, as volatile, fluviatile. 

a-tilt', adv. Tilted; run, ride, ~ (in 
encounter on horseback with thrust of 
lance, usu. fig.). [A prep. + tilt] 

-ation, suf. of nn. thr. F -ation (or direct) 
f. -ationem (nom. -atio), the particular 
form of the compd suf. -lio (-tion) f. L 
p.p. in -at- of 1st conj., +-io (-ion). The 
phonetic descendant of L -ationem in OF 
was -aison, -cison, surviving in E orison, 
reason, etc. All F wds in -ation are 
learned adoptions f. L, & may be paral¬ 
leled by vbs ending in -er(= L -are), 
which far outnumber all other vbs & 
constitute the type of all new vbs in F. 
Hence F nouns in -ation exceed in number 
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all the other members of the group {-lion, 
-ition, -sion), & so they do in E. Some of 
these have no accompanying vb in E 
use, as lunation, constellation-, the great 
majority have a vb in -ate, as create, 
creation-, some are formed on Gk vbs in 
-ize or their imitations, as organize, 
-ation; the remainder have a vb without 
suf., as alteration, causation, etc. These 
last having the appearance of being 
formed immediately on the vbs alter, 
cause, etc., -ation assumes the character 
of a living E suf., & is applied even to 
vbs not of F orig., as in starvation, 
flirtation. Meanings: (1) vbl action; (2) an 
instance of this; (3) resulting state; 
(4) concrete result (plantation). 

-ative, adj. suf. f. F -atif, -ative f. L 
-ativus f. -ivus -ive appended to p.p. 
stems in -at- (cf. -atic). The use of L 
•ativus was extended in LL & med. L, 
& its representatives are freely used in 
the mod. langg. In E, adjj, in -ative 
are usu. paired by vbs in -ate; the anal, 
of pairs such as affirm, -ative gave talka¬ 
tive f. talk-, after such as quality, -ative 
(f. L -itas, LL -ativus), we have author¬ 
itative formed dir. on authority. 

atlan'tes (-ez), n. pi. (archit.). Sculptured 
male figures serving as pillars. [Gk, pi. 
of ATLAS ] 

Atlan'tlc, a. & n. 1. Pertaining to mount 
Atlas in Libya; hence applied to sea near 
western shore of Africa, & later to whole 
ocean between Europe & Africa on east 
& America on west. 2. n. ~ ocean, [f. L 
f. Gk Atlantikos f. atlas] 

atlan'tosaur'us, n. (palaeont.). (Kinds 
of) gigantic fossil reptile, [f. atlas + Gk 
sauros lizard ] 

at'las, n. Volume of maps; large size of 
drawing paper; (Physiol.) uppermost 
cervical vertebra, supporting skull. [Atlas 
-antos (1) Greek god of the older family, 
who held up pillars of universe; (2) the 
mountain in Libya, regarded as support¬ 
ing the heavens] 

atmo- in comp. = Gk atmos vapour, as 
atmol'ogfj, science of aqueous vapour, at- 
mbl'ysls, separation of vapours, atmom’eter 
(for measuring evaporation), 

at'mosphere, n. Spheroidal gaseous en¬ 
velope surrounding heavenly body; that 
surrounding earth; one surrounding any 
substance; mental or moral environment 
esp. artistic or emotional; air (in any 
place); (w. pi.) pressure of 15 lb. on square 
inch (that exerted by ~ on earth’s sur¬ 
face). Hence atmosphe'ric(AL) aa., 
atmosphe'ricalLY2 adv.; atmosphe¬ 
rics n. pi., interference with wireless 
reception due to electric disturbance in~. 
[f. mod. L atmosphaera, see atmo-, 

SPHERE] 
atoll' (or at'61), n. Eing-shaped coral reef 
enclosing lagoon. [Maidive atollon, atoll, 
prob. = Malayalam axial closing ] 

it'om, n. 1. Particle of matter indivisible 

atonement 
chemically; physical ~, supposed ulti¬ 
mate particle of matter (now held to 
consist of a positively charged nucleus, in 
which is concentrated most of the mass of 
the ~, round which revolve negatively 
charged electrons); chemical ~s, smallest 
particles in which elements combine with 
themselves or with each other; ~ bomb, 
atomic bomb. 2. Minute portion; small 
thing, [f. L f. Gk alomos indivisible (a- 
not + -tomos cut f. temno), later reinforced 
by F alome] 

atom'ic, a. Of, relating to, an atom or 
atoms; ~ bomb (deriving its destructive¬ 
ness from the disintegration and partial 
conversion into energy of ~ nuclei); ~ 
energy, energy produced by changes in 
the ~ nuclei of uranium or similar 
metals; ~ number, (of a chemical clement) 
number of unit positive charges carried 
by the nucleus of its atom; ~ philosophy, 
doctrine of formation of all things from 
indivisible particles endued with gravity 
& motion; (Chem.) ~ theory (that 
elemental bodies consist of indivisible 
atoms of definite relative weight, & 
that atoms of different elements unite 
with each other in fixed proportions, 
which determine tho proportions in 
which elements & compounds enter 
into chemical combination); ~ warfare 
(in which ~ bombs are used); ~ weight, 
(now usu.) ratio between the weight 
of one atom of the element & of 
the weight of an atom of oxygen, 
(formerly) weight of an atom of the ele¬ 
ment as compared with that of an atom 
of hydrogen. Hence ~al a., ~alLY2 adv. 
[prec. +-ic] 

atomi'eity, n. The number of atoms in 
the molecule of an element; (formerly) 
= valency, [f. prec., see -ty] 

at'omism, n. Atomic philosophy; doc¬ 
trine of action of individual atoms. 
[ATOM +-ISM] 

at'om|ist, n. Holder of atomic theory or 
philosophy. Hence~is'tica. [atom + -1ST] 

at'omizle, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Reduce to 
atoms. Hence ~a'tion n. [atom + -ize] 

at'omizer, n. (med.). Instrument for re¬ 
ducing liquids to fine spray. [prec. -f-EU1] 

at'omy \ n. Skeleton; emaciated body. 
[f. anatomy, an- being taken as article] 

at'omy2, n. Atom, tiny being, [f. atomi 
pi. of L atomus atom] 

aton'al, a. (mus.). Not conforming to any 
system of key or mode, [a- (7) + tonal] 

atone', v.i. & t. 1. Make amends (esp. 
~ for, expiate). 2. v.t. (arch.). Reconcile 
(enemies), compose (quarrel), [back form, 
f. foil.] 

atone'ment (-nm-), n. Atoning; expia¬ 
tion, reparation for wrong or injury; 
reconciliation of God & man, propitia¬ 
tion of God by expiation of sin; Day of 
A~, most solemn religious fast of Jewish 
year. [f. at one + -ment, after earlier 
onemenl f. obs. vb one unite] 
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aton'ic, a. & n. Unaccented, unstressed; 
(Path.) wanting tone; (n.) unaccented 
word (esp. in Gk Gram.), [f. med. L 
atonicus f. Gk atonos toneless (a- not + 
tonos tone), see -ic] 

atop', adv. On the top (of). [A prep.] 
atrabil'ious (-lyas), a. Affected by black 
bile; melancholy; acrimonious. Hence 
~ness n. [f. L alra bills (black bile, 
transl. GkTnetaffA'/toKaMELANCHOLY) 4- -ops] 

atrip', adv. (Of anchor) just lifted from 
ground in weighing. [A prep. -I trip] 

at'rium, n. (pi. -a, -ums). Central court 
of Homan house; covered portico, esi>. 
before church door. [L1 

atrS'cious (-shus), a. Heinously wicked; 
very bad, as ~ pun. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
<—'Ness n. [f. L atrox -ocis (aler black) + 
-ous] 

atro'city, n. neinous wickedness; atro¬ 
cious deed; bad blunder, [f. L airocitas 
(as prec., see -ty)] 

at'rophy, n. Wasting away through im¬ 
perfect nourishment; emaciation (lit. & 
fig.). Hence at'rophy v.t. & i. [f. LL 

f. Gk atrophia f. atrophos ill-fed (a- not + 
trophe food)] 

at'ropine, n. Poisonous alkaloid found 
in deadly nightshade, [f. mod. L atropa 
deadly nightshade f. Gk Atropos inflex¬ 
ible, name of one of the Fates, see -ine5] 
*att'aboy, iut. Exclamation expressive 
of encouragement or admiration, [cor¬ 
rupt. of that's the boy!] 

attach', v.t. & i. Fasten (thing to another); 
join oneself (to person, company, expedi¬ 
tion); bind in friendship, make devoted, 
(has the gift of ~ing people to him; is 
deeply ~ed to her); affix (immaterial 
things, name, liability, etc., to); attribute 
(importance etc. to); (Law) seize (person, 
property) by legal authority; adhere, be 
incident, as no blame ~es to. Hence 
~able a. [ME, f. OF atachier (mod. 
attacher, It. altaccare) f. a to -froot found 
in Genevese lache, Sp. and Port, tacha, 
nail, tack] 

attache (atash'a), n. One attached to 
ambassador’s suite; ~ case, small rect¬ 
angular valise ostensibly for carrying 
documents. [F, p.p. of attacher (as prec.)] 

attach'ment, n. Act of attaching; thing 
attached; means of attaching; affection; 
legal seizure, esp. foreign ~ (of foreigner’s 
goods, to satisfy his creditors). [ME,f. F 
attachement (attacher attach, see -ment)] 

attack'1, v.t. Fall upon, assault, (lit. & 
fig.); (of physical agents or diseases) act 
destructively upon. Hence ~able a. 
[f. F attaquer f. It. attaccare, see attach] 

attack'2, n. Act of attacking (lit. & fig.); 
offensive operation, [f. prec., or F attaque 
n.] _ 

attain', v.t. & i. Arrive at, reach; gain, 
accomplish; (intr.) ~ to, arrive at. Hence 
~aBiL'iTY n., ~able a., ~ableNESS n. 

[ME, f. OF ataign- st. of ataindre f. L 
Aitingere (langere touch)] 
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attain'der, n. Consequences of sentence 
of death or outlawry (forfeiture of estate, 
corruption of blood, extinction of civil 
rights). [AF, = OF ataindre attain used 
as n. (see -er4); meaning influenced by 

confus. w. OF taindre taint] 
attain'ment, n. Act of attaining; thing 
attained, esp. personal accomplishment. 
[ME, ATTAIN +-MENT] 

attaint', v.t. Subject to attainder; (of 
diseases etc.) strike, affect; infect; sully, 
[f. obs. attaint a. f. OF ataint p.p. as 
attain; confused in meaning with taint] 

att'ar, n. Fragrant essential oil from 
rose-petals, [f. Pers. ‘atar(-gul) essence 
(of roses) f. Arab, ‘utur aroma f. ‘alara 
breathe perfume; see otto ] 

attem'per, v.t. Qualify by admixture; 
modify temperature of; soothe, mollify; 
accommodate to; attune to; temper 
(metal). Hence ~ment n. [ME, f. OF 
atemprer f. L at(temperare temper)] 

attempt'1, v.t. Try (thing, action, to do); 
try to master (mountain, fortress); ~ the 
life of, try to kill. Hence ~able a. [f. OF 
cdtempter, f. L at(temptare tempt) ] 

attempt'2, n. Attempting; endeavour, 
[f. prec.] 

attend', v.t. & i. Turn the mind to; apply 
oneself (to or abs.); be present (at); wait 
upon; (trans.) wait upon; escort, accom¬ 
pany; be present at (lecture etc.). [ME, 
f. OF atendre f. L attendere -tent- stretch] 

atten'dance, n. Act of attending (upon 
person, at lecture); dance ~ on, attend 
the convenience of; body of persons 
present. [ME, f. OF atendance (as prec., 
see -ance)] 

atten'dant, a. & n. 1. Waiting (upon); 
accompanying, as ~ circumstances; 
present, as ~ crowd. 2. n. Servant, 
satellite. [ME, f. OF, part, as attend] 

atten'tion, n. & int. Act of attending, as 
pay, give, ~; faculty of attending, as 
attract, call, ~; consideration, care; (pi.) 
ceremonious politeness (pay one’s ~s to, 
court); come to, stand at, ~ (military 
attitude; A~!, order to assume it, also 
’shun!). [ME, f. L attentio (as attend, see 
-ION)] 

atten'tive, a. Heedful, observant; polite, 
assiduous. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness 
(-vn-) n. [F (-if, -ive), f. L as attend, 
see -ive] 

atten'ulate1, v.t. Make slender; make 
thin in consistence; reduce in force or 
value. So ~a'tion n. [f. L Kilenuare 
(tenuis thin), see -ate 3 ] 

atten'uate2, a. Slender; rarefied, [as 
prec., see -ate2] 

attest', v.t. & i. Testify, certify (~ed 
cattle, certified free from the tubercle 
bacillus); put (person) on oath or solemn 
declaration; administer oath of allegiance 
to (recruit); (intr.) bear witness to. Hence 
~or n. [f. F attester f. L atlestari (testis 
witness) ] 

attesta'tion, n. Act of testifying; testi- 
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mony; evidence; formal confirmation by 

signature, oath, etc.; administration of 

an oath. [F, or LL altestatio (as prec., 
see -ation)] 

Att'ic (a-), a. & n. Of Athens or Attica; ~ 
(dialect), Greek spoken by the Athenians; 
~ salt, wit, refined wit; ~ order, with 
square column of any of the five orders. 

_ [f. L f. Gk Attikos] 
att'ic2, n. Structure consisting of small 
order placed above another of greater 
height (usu. Attic); highest storey of 
house; room in this. [f. F attigue, as 
prec. ] 

att'Ic|ism, n. Style, idiom, of Athens; 
refined amenity of speech; attachment to 
Athens. So ~ize (2) v.i. [f. Gk alti- 
kismos] 

attire', v.t., & n. Dress, array. [ME,f. OF 
atirer f. d to + lire, of unkn. orig.; cf. 
TIRE3] 

att'Itude, n. Disposition of figure (in 
painting etc.); posture of body, as strike 
an ~ (assume it theatrically); settled 
behaviour, as indicating opinion; ~ of 
mind, settled mode of thinking. [F, f. It. 
attitudine fitness, posture, f. med. L 
aptitudinem (aptus fit, see -tude)] 

attitud'Inize, -ise (-iz), v.i. Practise 
attitudes; speak, write, behave, affected¬ 
ly. (f. prec. +-ize] 

attorn' (-din), v.t. & i. (law). Transfer; 
make legal acknowledgement of new 
landlord. Hence ~ment n. [ME, f. OF 
atorner (d to +tomer turn)] 

attorn'ey1 (-tdb-), n. One appointed to act 
for another in business or legal matters; 
barrister or solicitor (now joc. or derog., 
exc. in U.S.); A~ General, (in England & 
U.S.) legal officer empowered to act in ail 
cases in which the State is a party; 
abuse plaintiff’s ~ (iron, advice to lawyer 
with a weak case). Hence ~ship n. [ME, 
f. OF atorni p.p. as attorn ; see -y1 ] 

attorn'ey2 (-tdl-), n. Letter, warrant, of ~ 
(by which person appoints another to act 
for him); power of ~, authority thus 
conferred. [ME, f. OF atomic fern, p.p., 
see prec. ] 

attract', v.t. Draw to oneself (esp. of 
physical forces); excite the pleasurable 
emotions of (person); draw forth & fix 
upon oneself (attention etc.). Hence 
/~aBEL'iTY n., ~able a. [f. L AT(trahere 
tract- draw)] 

attraction, n. Act, faculty, of drawing 
to oneself (lit. & fig.); drawing force; 
thing that attracts (fig.); ~ of gravity 
(existing between all bodies, & varying 
directly as their masses, inversely as the 
square of their distance apart); magnetic 
~, action of magnet in drawing iron; 
molecular ~ (between molecules of bodies, 
acting only at infinitesimal distances); 
capillary ~ (by which liquid is drawn up 
through hairlike tube). [F, or f. L attrac- 
tio (as prec., see -ion)] 

attractive, a. Attracting, capable of at¬ 

tracting (esp. fig.). Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) 
adv.,~NESS (-vn-) n. [F(-i/, -ive), as prec., 
see -ive] 

att'ribute1, n. Quality ascribed to any¬ 
thing; material object recognized as 
appropriate to person or office; charac¬ 
teristic quality; (Gram.) attributive word. 
[ME, f. F attribut or L atlributum (attri- 
buere -ut- assign)] 

attrib'ut|e2, v.t. Ascribe as belonging or 
appropriate to; refer (effect to its cause); 
assign (to time or place). Hence ~able a. 
[as prec. ] 

attribution, n. Act of attributing; 
authority granted (to a ruler etc.). [ME, 
f. OF, f. L attribidionem(as prec., see -ion)] 

attrib'utive, a. & n. 1. (Logic) assigning 
an attribute to a subject; (Gram.) express¬ 
ing an attribute (e.g. old in the old dog but 
not in the dog is old). 2. n. Word denoting 
an attribute (usu. an adjective or its 
equivalent). Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv. [F 
(-if, -ive), as attribute1, see -ive] 

attrlt'ed, a. Worn by friction, [f. L at- 

(terere trit- rub)] 
attrition, n. Friction; wearing out (war 
of ~, turning on which side can last 
longest); abrasion; (Theol.) sorrow for 
sin (short of contrition). [ME, f. LL 
atlritio (as prec., see -ion)] 

attune', v.t. Bring into musical accord 
(to, lit. & fig.); tune (instrument), [at- + 
TUNE V. ] 

atyp'ical, a. Not conforming to type. 
[a- (7) + TYPICAL] 

aubade (obahd'), n. Musical announce¬ 
ment of dawn; sunrise song. [F] 

auberge (obarzh'), n. Inn. [F] 
aubergine (ob'drzhen), n. Purple fruit of 
egg-plant. [F] 

aubrie'tia (obresh'a), (erron.) -retia, n. 
(Kinds of) spring-flowering dwarf peren¬ 
nial plant, [f. Claude Aubriet (French 
artist), see -IA1] 

aub'urn (-era), a. Golden-brown (usu. of 
hair). [ME, f. OF auborne f. L alburnus 
whitish ] 

an coiirant (5 koo'rahn), prod. a. Ac¬ 
quainted with what is going on; well- 
-informed. [F] 

auc'tion, n., & v.t. 1. Public sale in which 
articles arc sold to the highest of suc¬ 
cessive bidders; Dutch ~, sale in which 
price is reduced by auctioneer till a 
purchaser is found; ~ bridge, form of 
bridge in which players bid for right to 
play the hand. 2. v.t. Sell by ~. [f. L 
audio increase, auction (augere auct-, 
see -ion)] 

auctioneer' (-shon-), n., & v.i. (One 
whose business is to) conduct auctions. 
[-EER] 

auda'cious (-shits), a. Daring, bold; im¬ 
pudent. Hence -ly2 adv., ~NESS n., 
audA'ciTY (-as-) n. [f. L audax (audere 
dare, see -acious)] 

aud'ib|le, a. Perceptible to the ear. 
Hence ^ly2 adv., audiisiL'iTY, - leNESS 
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(-In-), nn. [f. LL audibilis (audire hear, 
see -ble)] 

aud'ience, n. Hearing; give ~, listen; 
formal interview; persons within hear¬ 
ing; assembly of listeners; (of a boob) 
readers. [ME f. OF, f. L audientia 
(audire hear, see -ence)] 

nud'ile, a. & n. (Usu. of supernormal 
phenomena) received through the audi¬ 
tory nerves; (person) specially sensitive 
to auditory impressions, [irreg. f. L au¬ 
dire hear + -iie ] 

aud'io-fre'quency, n. & a. (Of, using) 
frequency comparable to that of sound. 
[f. L audire hear +-o—(-frequency] 

audiom'eter, n. Instrument for testing 
hearing-power, [f. L audire hear + -o- 
+-METER] 

aud'iphone, n. Instrument that, pressed 
against upper teeth, assists hearing, 
[improp. f. L audire hear + Gk phone 
sound, on telephone] 

aud'it, n. Official examination of 
accounts; searching examination, esp. 
Day of Judgement; periodical settle¬ 
ment of accounts between landlord & 
tenants; ~ ale (of special quality, formerly 
brewed in English colleges, orig. for use 
on day of ~); —-house, -room (attached to 
Cathedral for transaction of business). 
[ME, f. L auditus -us hearing (audire 
■■it-)] 

aud'it2, v.t. Examine (accounts) officially. 
[f. prec.] 

audi'tion, n., & v.t. & i. Power of hearing; 
listening; trial hearing of applicant for 
employment as singer etc.; (vb) give an 
~ (to). [F, or f. L auditio (audire -it-, see 
-ION)] 

aud'itlve, a. Concerned with hearing. [F 
(-if, -ive), as prec., see -ive] 

aud'itlor, n. Listener; one who audits 
accounts. Hence ~orSHip, ~rESS1, nn. 
[f. AF audilour f. L auditorem (as prec., 
see -or) ] 

auditorial, a. Connected with an audit. 
[f. prec. + -ial] 

aud'itory, a. & n. 1. Connected with 
hearing; received by the ear. 2. n. 
Assembly of hearers, audience; (now usu. 
auditor'ium) part of building occupied 
by audience, [f. L auditorius, -um (as 
prec., see -ory)] 

au fait (6 fa'), prod. a. Conversant, in¬ 
structed; put a person ~ with, instruct 
him in. [F] 

au fond (see Ap.), adv. At bottom (cf. 
a, fond). [F] 

Auge'an, a. Filthy, like the stables of 
Augeas, which Hercules cleansed by 
turning river Alpheus through them. [f. 
L Augeas f. Gk Augeias + -an ] 

aug'er (-g-), n. Tool for boring holes in 
wood, having long shank with cutting 
edge & screw point, & handle at right 
angles; instrument for boring in soil or 
strata, with stem that can be lengthened. 
[OE nafugdr (nafu nave 1 Agar piercer), cf. 

Augustinian 

OHG nabuger, Du. avegaar; for loss of n- 
cf. adder] 

aught (awt), n. & adv. Anything; (adv., 
arch.) in any degree or respect. [OE awiht 
(a ever Awiht wight, whit); OE contr. did, 
gives mod. ought, now less usu. form] 

aug'ment1, n. Vowel (in Sanskrit a, in 
Greek t) prefixed to past tenses in the 
older Aryan languages. [ME, f. OF, or f. 
LL augmentum increase (augere, see 
-ment) ] 

augment'2, v.t. & i. Make greater, in¬ 
crease; prefix the augment to; (intr.) 
increase. [ME, f. F augmenter or LL 
augmentare increase; see prec. ] 

augmentation, n. Enlargement; growth, 
increase; addition; (Mus.) repetition of 
a passage in notes longer than those of 
the original. [ME, f. OF, f. LL augmenta- 
tionem (augmentare, see prec. and -ation)] 

augmentative, a. & n. Having the pro¬ 
perty of increasing; (Gram., of affixes or 
derived words) increasing in force the 
idea of the original word; (n.) ~ word. 
[F (-if, -ive), f. L as augment2, see -ative] 

au grand serieux (see Ap.), adv. Very 
seriously (take it, him, etc., ~). [F] 

aug'ur1 (-er), n. Roman religious official 
who foretold future events by omens 
derived from the actions of birds etc.; 
soothsayer. Hence ~SHIP n. [L, prob. f. 
avis bird; cf. auspice ] 

aug'ur2 (-er), v.t. & i. Forebode, anti¬ 
cipate; ~ well, ill, have good or bad 
expectations of, for; it —s (promises) ill. 
[f. prec. ] 

aug'ural, a. Pertaining to augurs; sig¬ 
nificant of the future, [f. L auguralis 
(augur1, see -AL)] 

aug'ury, n. Divination by omens; 
augural ceremony; omen; presentiment; 
promise. [ME, f. OF augurie or L 
augurium (augur1)] 

august'1, a. Majestic, venerable. Hence 
~iy2 adv., -—'NESS n. [f. F auguste or 
L augustus consecrated, venerable] 

Aug'ust2, n. Eighth month of year, 
named after Augustus Caesar. [OE 
august f. L augustus (see prec.); in ME 
also aust f. OF aoust] 

Augus'tan, a. & n. Connected with reign 
of Augustus Caesar, best period of Latin 
literature; (of any national literature) 
classical (in Eng. literature c. 18th c.); 
~ confession (drawn up by Luther & 
Melanchthon at Augusta Vindelicorum or 
Augsburg); (n.) writer of the~ age of any 
literature, [f. L Augustanus, see -an] 

Augus'tine (or awg1), n. An Augustinian 
monk. [f. L Augustinus, name of the 
Latin father] 

Augustln'ian, a. & n. 1. Of or relating to 
St Augustine (d. 430) or his doctrines; 
belonging to the order of Augustines. 
2. n. Adherent of the doctrines of St 
Augustine; one of the order of Augustines. 
Hence ~ism (3) n. [f. L Augustinus 
(prec.) +-ian] 
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auk, n. Kinds of black and white gregari¬ 
ous sea-bird, including the flightless and 
extinct Great Auk. [f. ON dlka (cf. Sw. 
alka. Da. alke)] 

aul'ic, a. Pertaining to a court; 
Council, (in old German empire) personal 
council of emperor, (later) council manag¬ 
ing Austrian war-department, [f. F aul- 
ique or L f. Gk aulikos (aule court, see -xc) ] 

aum'bry, var. of ambry. 

an naturel (see Ap.), adv. or pred. a. 
(Cooked) in the simplest way. [F] 

aunt (ahnt), n. Father’s, mother’s, sister; 
uncle’s wife; A~ Sally, game at fairs, in 
which players throw sticks at pipe in 
mouth of wooden woman’s head, also 
fig. [ME, f. OF aunte f. L amita; E up to 
17th c. had also naunt (my naunt = mine 
aunt), still used in dial. ] 

au pair (o par'), a. (Of arrangements be¬ 
tween two parties) paid for by mutual 
services (no money passing). [F ] 

au pied de la lettre (5 pya' de lah ISt'r), 
adv. Literally. [F] 

aur'a, n. Subtle emanation (from flowers 
etc.); atmosphere diffused by or attend¬ 
ing a person etc. (esp. in mystical or 
spiritualistic use as a definite envelope of 
body or spirit); (Electr.) current of air 
caused by discharge of electricity from a 
sharp point; (Path.) sensation as of 
current of cold air rising from some part 
of body to head, premonitory symptom 
in epilepsy & hysterics. Hence aur'al1 
[-al] a. [f. L f. Gk, = breeze, breath] 

aur'al2, a. Pertaining to organ of hearing; 
received by the ear. Hence <~ly2 adv. 
[f. L auris ear + -AL] 

aur'eate, a. Golden, gold-coloured; 
resplendent. [ME, f. L aureatus f. aureus 
golden f. aurum gold, -ATE2] 

aurel'ia, n. (Formerly) chrysalis, esp. of 
butterfly; (Zool.) kinds of phosphorescent 
marine animals. [It., = silkworm, fern, 
of aurelio golden f. L aurum gold] 

aurel'ian, a. & n. Of an aurelia; golden; 
(n.) collector, breeder, of insects, [prec. 
+ -AN] 

aure'ola, n. Celestial crown won by 
martyr, virgin, doctor, by victory over 
world, flesh, or devil; = foil. [L (~ 
corona) golden (crown) fern, of aureolus f. 
aureus (aurum gold)] 

aur'eole, n. Aureola; (prop.) gold disc 
surrounding head in early pictures; circle 
of light depicted round head; oblong 
glory surrounding divine figures; actual 
halo, esp. that seen in eclipses. [OF, f. 
prec.] 

au revoir (o rcvwahr'), adv. (Good-bye) 
till we meet again. [F] 

aur'ic, a. Pertaining to gold; (Chem.) in 
which gold is trivalent. [f. L aurum gold, 
see -xc] . 

aur'iclle, n. Extcrno! Ccir of ctninicilsj 
process shaped like lower lobe of ear; 
either of the two upper cavities of the 
heart. Hence ~ed2 (-Id) a. [f. foil.] 

auric'ula, n. Species of primula, bear’s - 
-ear; genus of molluscs. [L, = external 
ear, dim. of auris ear] 

auric'ular, a. Pertaining to the ear; told 
privately in the ear, as ~ confession; ~ 
witness, one who tells what he has hoard; 
pertaining to auricle of heart; shaped 
like an auricle. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. LL 
auricularis (auricula, see -ar1)] 

auric'ulate, a. With ear-shaped pro¬ 
jections. [as prec., see -ate2] 

aurif'erous, a. Yielding gold. [f. L 
aurifer (aurum gold); see -ferous] 

aur'iform, a. Ear-shaped, [f. L auris 
ear -I- -form ] 

Aurl'ga, n. Northern constellation, the 
Waggoner. [L, = charioteer] 

Aurigna'cian (-shn), a. Of the palaeoli¬ 
thic epoch represented by remains found in 
the Aurignac cave of the Pyrenees, [-an] 

aur'ilave, n. Instrument for cleaning 
ears, [f. L auris ear + lavare wash ] 

aur'ist, n. Ear specialist, [as prec. +-IST] 

aurochs (owr'dks, aw-), n. Extinct wild 
ox; (improp.) European bison, [f. G 
aurochs (mod. auerochs) f. OHG ur-ohso f. 
ur- urus + ohso ox] 

aurdr'a, n. Luminous atmospheric (prob. 
electrical) phenomenon radiating from 
earth’s northern (~ borcdl'ls) or southern 
(austral'is) magnetic pole; dawn; colour 
of sky at sunrise; A~, Roman goddess of 
dawn. Hence auror'AL a. [L, = dawn, 
goddess of dawn] 

aur'ous, a. (chem.). In which gold is 
univalent, [f. L aurum -f-ous] 

aur'um, n. Gold; ~ ful’mlnans, fulmi¬ 
nate of gold; ~ mosa'icum, bisulphide of 
tin, bronze-powder. [L] 

ausculta'tion, n. Act of listening, esp. 
(Med.) to movement of heart, lungs, etc. 
So aus'cultatOR n., auscul'tatORY a. 
[f. L auscultatio f. auscultare listen to, see 
-ATION ] 

Ausgleich (see Ap.), n. (hist.). Political 
agreement between Austria & Hungary, 
renewable every tenth year. [G] 

aus'picate, v.t. & i. Inaugurate, initiate; 
(intr.) augur, [f. L auspicari (auspex 
-icis observer of birds for avispex f. avis 
bird + -spec- observe), see -ate3] 

aus'pice, n. Observation of birds for pur¬ 
poses of taking omens; prognostic; pros¬ 
perous lead, patronage, as under the ~s of. 
[F. or f. L auspicium (auspex, see prec.)] 

auspi'cious (-sh-us), a. Of good omen, 
favourable; prosperous. Hence ~ly2 

adv., ~ness n. [as prec.+-ous] 
Auss'ie, n. (si.). Australia(n). [abbr.] 
austere', a. Harsh, stern; stringently 
moral, strict, severely simple; harsh in 
flavour. Hence ~ly2 (-rl-) adv., ~ness 

(-rn-) n., auste'riTY n. (also attrib., 
severely simple). [ME, f. OF, f. L f. Gk 
austeros drying, harsh (auo v. dry)] 

Aus'tin, a. & n. Contr. f. Augustine. 

aus'tral, a. Southern, [f. L australis 
(Ausler south wind, see -al)] 
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Australa'sian (-shn), a. & n. (Native) 
of Australasia (Australia & adjoining 
islands), [f. Australasia f. F Australasie 
(L australis, see prec. +Asia) + -an ] 

Australian, n. & a. Native of, resident 
in, Australia; (adj.) of Australia, [f. F 
Australian f. L as austral] 

aut'archy (-kl), n. Absolute sovereignty. 
Hence autarch'ic(AL) (-k-) aa. [f. Gk 
autarkhia (auto-, arkho rule)] 

aut'arky, n. Self-sufficiency. Hence 
autark'ic(AL) aa., aut'arkiST n. [f. Gk 
autarlceia (auto-, arked suffice)] 

authentic, a. Reliable, trustworthy; of 
undisputed origin, genuine; (Mus., of 
ecclesiastical modes) having their sounds 
comprised within an octave from the 
final. Hence ~ically adv., ~i'ciTY n. 
[ME, f. OF aulentique f. LL f. Gk aulhen- 
likos f. authenles one who does a thing 
himself (auto- + -henles, cf. sunentes 
fellow-worker), see -ic] 

authen'tic|ate, v.t. Establish the truth 
of; establish the authorship of; make 
valid. Hence ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. 
med. L authenticare (authenlicus), see 
prec. and -ate3] 

auth'or, n. Originator (of a condition of 
things, event, etc.); writer of book, 
treatise, etc.; (loosely) ~’s writings. 
Hence —ess1 n., authdr'iAL a. [ME 
autour f. AF, OF autor, -teur f. L auctor 
(augere auct- increase, originate, promote, 
see -or) ; auth- appears as scribal var. of 
aut- in Eng. c. 1550] 

authoritarian, a. & n. (Esp. Pol.) 
favouring obedience to authority as opp. 
to individual liberty; (n.) supporter of 
this principle, [f. as foil. + -arian ] 

autho'ritative, a. Commanding, impera¬ 
tive ; possessing authority; proceeding 
from competent authority. Hence —ly2 

(-vl-)adv.,~NESS(-vn-)n. [f.foll. -f-ATlVE] 
autho'rlty, n. Power, right, to enforce 
obedience; delegated power (to do, for an 
act, or albs.); person or body having 
authority; personal influence, esp. over 
opinion; weight of testimony; book, 
quotation, considered to settle a ques¬ 
tion ; evidence, declaration, that may be 
cited in support of a statement (on the ~ 
of Plato); person whose opinion is ac¬ 
cepted, esp. expert in (on) a subject. [ME, 
f. OF autorite or L auctoritas (auctor, see 
author and -ty)] 

auth'oriz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Sanction; 
give ground for, justify, (thing); give 
authority to, commission, (person to do). 
Authorized Version (abbr. A.V.), *King 
James’s Bible or Version, the Bible of 
1611. Hence —able a., ~a'tion n. [ME, 
f. OF autoriser f. m ed. L auclorizare 
(auctor, see author and -ize)] 

auth'orship, n. Occupation, career, as a 
writer; origin (of book), [-ship] 

aut'ism, n. Morbid self-admiration. 

absorption in phantasy. Hence autis tio 
a. [f. foil. +-ism] 

auto- in comp. = Gk auto- (autos self), in 
sense ‘self, one’s own, by oneself, in¬ 
dependently)’, in wds f. Gk & new 
formations, as -car'pous, consisting of 
pericarp alone, -gamy, self-fertilization, 
-genous, self-producing, -geny, -gony, 
spontaneous generation, -phagous, -phagy, 
feeding on oneself (by absorption of tis¬ 
sues, during starvation), -plasty, repair 
of wounds with tissue from same body; 
-sugges'tion, hypnotic suggestion pro¬ 
ceeding from the subject himself, 

aut'obahn, n. (pi. —ew). German arterial 
road. [G (auto motor-car, bahn road)] 

autobiog'rapher, n. One who writes his 
own history, [auto-] 
autobiographic, a. Pertaining to, en¬ 
gaged in, autobiography. Hence —al a., 
—alLY2 adv. [auto-] 

autobidg'raphy, n. Writing the story of 
one’s own life; story so written, [auto-] 

aut'oear, n. Road vehicle driven by 
mechanical power. [AUTO-] 

autoceph'alous, a. Having its own head; 
(of bishop, church) independent, [f. Gk 
autokephalos(auto- Vkephale head) +-ous] 

autoch'thon (-k-), n. (usu. pi.; -ones, 
-ons). Original, earliest known, inhabi¬ 
tants; aborigines. Hence —al, autoch- 
thon'ic, ~ous, aa., —ism, ~y1, nn. [Gk, 
= sprung from that land itself (auto- + 

khthon -onos land)] 
autoc'racy, n. Absolute government; 
controlling influence, [f. Gk autokrateia 
(as autocrat) ] 

aut'oerat, n. Absolute ruler. So auto- 
crat'ic(AL) aa., autocrat'icalLY2 adv. 
[f. F autocrate f. Gk autokrates (auto- + 

kralos might)] 
aut’o-tla-fe' (-dahfa), n. (pi. autos-da-fd). 
Sentence of the Inquisition; execution 
of this, esp. burning of heretic. [Port., 
= act of the faith; also Sp. -de-fd] 

aut'odidact, n. Self-taught person. 
[AUTO-, DIDACT(IC)] 

aut'o-e'rotism, n. Spontaneous sexual 
emotion generated without external 
stimulus. [auto - + erotism ] 

autogfr'o, n. Kind of gyroplane. 

[patented name; auto-, gyro-] 

aut'ograph1 (-ahf), n. Author’s own 
manuscript; person’s own handwriting, 
esp. signature; copy produced by auto¬ 
graphy. Hence autograph'ic(AL) aa., 
autograph'icalLY2 adv. [F, or f. L f. 
Gk autographon neut. of autographos 
(auto- +-graphos written)] 

aut'ograph2 (-ahf), v.t. Write with one’s 
own hand; copy by autography; sign, [f. 
prec. ] 

autog'raphy, n. Writing with one’s own 
hand; author’s own handwriting; repro¬ 
duction in facsimile of writing or drawing, 
[as prec., see -y1] 

(For other words in auto- see auto-.) 
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aut'ohdrp, n. Kind of zither with 
mechanical contrivance making playing 
of chords possible, [auto-] 

autfil'ysis, n. Destruction of cells of the 
body by the action of its own serum, 
[f. AUTO- + Gk lusis dissolution] 

•aut'omat, n. Cafe or restaurant in 
which meals etc. are provided in slot- 
-machines. [G; see automaton] 

automat'ic, a. & n. 1. Self-acting; work¬ 
ing of itself, (of a firearm) having 
mechanism for loading, firing, & 
ejecting until the ammunition is ex¬ 
hausted, or until the pressure on the 
trigger etc. is released; (n.) ~ firearm. 
2. Mechanical, unconscious; unintelli¬ 
gent, merely mechanical. 3. (psych.). 
Performed unconsciously or subcon¬ 
sciously. Hence ~ai a., ~alLY2 adv., 
automati'ciTY n. [as automaton +-ic] 

automa'tion, n. Automatic control of 
the manufacture of a product through 
successive stages, (loosely) use of machin¬ 
ery to save mental & manual labour, 
[irreg. f. prec. ] 

autom'atism, n. Involuntary action; 
doctrine attributing this to animals; 
unthinking routine; faculty of originating 
action or motion; (Psych.) action per¬ 
formed unconsciously or subconsciously, 
[f. foil. + -ism] 

aut5m'at|on, n. (pi. ~a, ~ons). Thing 
endued with spontaneous motion; living 
being viewed materially; piece of mecha¬ 
nism with concealed motive power; living 
being whose actions are involuntary or 
without active intelligence. Hence ~ous 
a. [f. Gk (also L) automaton, neut. adj., 
acting of itself] 

•automobile' (-el), n. Motor-car. [F] 
auton'omous, a. Of, possessed of, auto¬ 
nomy. [f. Gk AUTO(nomos law)+ -ous] 

auton'om|y, n. Eight of self-government; 
personal freedom; freedom of the will (in 
Kantian doctrine); a self-governing com¬ 
munity. So autonom'ic a., ~ist n. [f. 
Gk autonomia, as prec., see -Y1] 

autop'sy (or awt-), n. Personal inspec¬ 
tion; post-mortem examination; (fig.) 
critical dissection. So autop'tic(AL) aa. 
[f. mod. L f. Gk autopsiaf. autoplos (auto- 
+op- see); cf. F autopsie] 

autostradja (owtostrah'dah), n. (pi. ~e, 
pr. -a). Italian arterial road. [It., 
= motor-car road] 

autotox'lin. Poisonous substance pro¬ 
duced by changes within the organism. 
So ~io a., ~ica'tion n., poisoning by a 
virus generated within the body, [auto-, 
toxin, TOXIC] 

aut'otype, n. Facsimile; photographic 
printing process for reproducing in mono¬ 
chrome. Hence aut'otype v.t. [auto-] 

aut'umn (-m),n. Third season of the year, 
Scptember-November (Astron., from 
autumnal equinox to winter solstice); 
(fig.) season of incipient decay. [ME 
aulumpne f. OF f. L aulumnus] 

autum'nal, a. Of autumn; ~ crocus, 
meadow saffron; ~ equinox, time when 
sun crosses equator as it proceeds south¬ 
ward (Sept. 23); maturing, blooming, in 
autumn; past prime of life. [f. L autum- 
nalis (as prec., see -al)] 

auxanom'eter, n. Instrument for 
measuring growth in plants, [f. Gk 
auxano increase + -o- + -meter] 

auxil'iarly (lya-), a. & n. (One who is) 
helpful to; (Mil.) ~j/ troops, ~ics, foreign 
or allied troops in a nation’s service; 
(Gram.) (verb), one used to form 
tenses, moods, voices, of other verbs, 
[f. L auxiliarius (auxilium help, see -ary l) ] 

aux'in, n. Substance which stimulates 
growth, growth hormone, [f. Gk auxano 
increase, -in] 

avadavat. See amadavat. 
avail'l, v.t. & i. Afford help; bo of value 
or profit; (trans.) help, benefit; ~ oneself 
of, profit by, take advantage of. [ME; f. 
obs. vail vb f. OF valoir bo worth f. L 
valere] 

avail'2, n. Use, profit, only in phrr. o/~, 
o/no~, without ~, to little ~. [f. prec., cf. 
VAIL2] 

avail'a|ble, a. Capable of being used, at 
one’s disposal, within one’s reach. Hence 
~bil'ity, ~bleNESS (-In-), nn., ~bLY2 
adv. [AVAIL V. +-ABLE] 

fiv'alanche (-ahnsh), n. Mass of snow, 
earth, & ice, descending swiftly from 
mountain (also fig.). [F, dialect, form of 
avalance f. avaler descend, see -ance ] 

tivani'a (-nea), n. (hist.). (Extortionate) 
tax levied by Turks, [orig. unkn.; com¬ 
mon in Levant] 

avant-courier (avdng'-kdbr'icr), n. One 
who rims, rides, before; esp. (pi.) scouts, 
advance-guard. [f. F avant-coureur 
(avant before fcoureur runner, after 
COURIER] 

avant-garde (avong'-grird'), n. The 
pioneers or innovators in any art in a 
particular period. [F, = vanguard ] 

av'arice, n. Greed of gain, cupidity; 
(fig.) eager desire to get or keep. Hence 
avari'eious (-shits) a., avari'ciousLY2 
adv. [ME, f. OF, f. L avaritia (avarus 
greedy, see -ice)] 

avast' (-ahst), int. (naut.). Stop; cease. 
[f. Du. houd vast hold fast] 

av'atar, n. (Hind. Myth.) descent of 
deity to earth in incarnate form; incar¬ 
nation; manifestation, display; phase, 
[f. Skr. avatara descent (ava down + far- 
pass over) ] 

avaunt', int. (arch., joc.). Begone. [ME, 
f. OF avant f. Rom. *abante before (L 
ab from+anfe before)] 

at/e, int. & n. Welcome; farewell; shout 
of welcome or farewell; ~ at'que vale2, 
hail & farewell; Ave Maria (Hail, Mary), 
devotional recitation (cf. Luke i. 2S) & 
prayer to the Virgin; ~-bcll, rung when 
this is to be said. [L, 2nd sing, imper. of 
avere fare well ] 



avenge' (-j), v.t. Inflict retribution, exact 
satisfaction, on behalf of (person, violated 
right, etc.); be ~d, ~ oneself; tako 
vengeance for (injury). [ME, f. OF 
avengier (d to +vengier f. L vindieare)] 

av'ens (-nz), n. Wood ~, herb bennet; 
water ~, plant of same genus. [ME avence 
of OFfmed. L avencia) of unkn. orig.] 

aven'turine, -in, n. Brownish glass with 
copper crystals, manufactured first at 
Murano near Venice; variety of quartz 
resembling this. [F, f. It. avventurino 
(avventura chance, from its accidental 
discovery) ] 

av'enue, n. Way of approach (usu. fig.); 
approach to country house bordered by 
trees; roadway marked by trees or other 
objects at regular intervals; (esp. in U.S.) 
wide street. [F, fem. p.p. (used as n.) of 
avenir f. L ADvenire come to ] 

avfi-', v.t. (-rr-). Assert, affirm; (Law) 
prove (a plea). Hence stable a. [ME, f. 
OF a.verer f. Rom. * Anver are verify (verus 
true)] 

av'erage1, n. Generally prevailing rate, 
degree, or amount; ordinary standard; 
medial estimate, as on the or an ~; 
apportionment of loss of ship, cargo, or 
freight, through unavoidable accident 
(particular ~) or through intentional 
damage to ship or sacrifice of cargo 
(general ~), among the owners or insurers; 
(Cricket) batting ~, aggregate number of 
runs made by batsman divided by the 
number of times he has been dismissed, 
bowling ~, cost of runs per wicket taken 
by bowler, calculated by dividing the 
number of runs scored off his bowling by 
the number of wickets he has taken. 
[Eng. c. 1500, corresp. to OF avarie, Cat., 
Sp. averia, Pg., It. avaria, Du. avarij, 
G havarie; ult. (thr. It.) f. Arab, 'awariya 
damaged goods f. 'awar damage; the 
Eng. form -age is by assoc, w. allied 
concepts, e.g. damage, primage] 

av'erage2, a. Estimated by average; of 
the usual standard. Hence ~LY2 (-jl-) 
adv. [f. prec. ] 

av'erage3, v.t. Estimate the average of 
(by dividing the aggregate of several 
quantities by the number of quantities); 
estimate the general standard of; amount 
on an average to; ~ (work on an average) 
six hours a day. [as prec. ] 

aveb'ment, n. Positive statement, affir¬ 
mation ; (Law) offer to prove, proof of, a 
plea. [ME, f. OF averement (as aver)] 

averruncat'or (-ungk-), n. Instrument 
for cutting off branches of trees high 
above head. [f. obs. vb averruncate, f. L 
averruncare ward off (a off +vcrruncare 
turn), but wrongly explained as f. erun- 
care weed out ] 

averse', a. Opposed, disinclined, (to, 
from); unwilling (to do). Hence -NESS 
(-sn-) n. [f. Las avert] 

aver'sion (-shn), n. Dislike, antipathy, 
(to, from, for); unwillingness (to do); ob- 

avulsion 

ject of dislike, as pet [F, or f. L aversio 
(as avert, see -ion) ] 

av<51"t', v.t. Turn away (eyes, thoughts, 
from); ward off. Hence ~ible, ~able, aa. 
[ME, f. L avertere (a ab- away +verlere 
vers- turn); partly f. OF avertir f. Rom. 
*avertire; cf. advert] 

av'ian, a. Pertaining to birds, [f. L avis 
bird + - an ] 

av'iary, n. Place for keeping birds, [f. L 
aviarium (as prec., see -ary1)] 

av'iate, v.i. Fly in or pilot an aircraft, 
[back form. f. foil.] 

avia't|ion, n. Art, or practice of operating 
a heavier-than-air aircraft. So ~or n. 
[F, irreg. f. L avis bird, see -ation] 

av'id, a. Eager, greedy (of, for). Hence 
<—'LY2 adv. [f. F avide or L avidus (avers 
crave) ] 

avid'ity, n. Ardent desire, greed. [ME, f. 
OF avidite or L aviditas (as prec., see -ty)] 

av'ifauna, n. Birds (of district, country) 
collectively, [f. L avis bird + faun a] 

avion (see Ap.), n. Aeroplane. [F] 
avi'so (-ezo), n. Boat for carrying dis¬ 
patches. [Sp., f. L advisum, see advice] 

Gvlz&n'dum, n. (Sc. Law). Private con¬ 
sideration. [med. L, gerund of avizare 
consider] 

avoca'do (-ah-), n. (pi. ~s). (Also ~ pear) 
pear-shaped tropical fruit, the alligator 
pear. [Sp., = advocate (pop. rendering of 
Mex. ahuacatl)] 

avoca'tion, n. Distraction; minor occu¬ 
pation; (loosely) vocation, calling, [f. L 
avocatio (avocare call away, see -ation)] 

av'ocet, -set, n. Wading bird with up¬ 
turned bill. [f. F avocelte f. It. avosetta] 

avoid', v.t. Shun, refrain from (thing, 
doing); escape, evade; (Law) defeat 
(pleading), quash (sentence). Hence 
~able a. [f. AF avoider = OF evuider 
clear out, get quit of (es out + vuidier f. 
vuit, vuide, void)] 

avoid'ance, n. Act of avoiding; vacancy 
(of office, benefice), [prec. +-ance] 

avoirdupois (averdupoiz'), a. & n. ~ 
(weight), system of weights used in Eng¬ 
lish-speaking countries for all goods 
except precious metals & stones, & 
medicines; ~ pound contains 7,000 
grains; ‘weight, heaviness. [ME aver 
(avoir) de peis (pois), f. AF, OB1 aveir de 
pois goods of weight (aveir f. L habere + 
peis, pois, see poise); sp. -du- from c. 
1650] 

avouch', v.t. & i. Guarantee; affirm; 
confess. Hence ~ment n. [ME, f. OF 
avochier f. L Aovocare (in legal use) call 
upon as defender] 

avow', v.t. Admit, confess; (refl. & pass.) 
admit oneself to be, as ~ed himself the 
author, the ~ed author. Hence a vow- 
able a., avow'AL n., avow'edLY2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF avouer f. L advocare; see 
advocate] 

avul'sion (-shn), n. Tearing away; (Law) 
sudden removal of land by flood etc. to 
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another person’s estate, [f. L avulsio 
(avcllere -vuls- pluck away)] 

avunc'ular, a. Of, resembling, an uncle, 
[f. L avunculus maternal uncle (dim. of 
avus grandfather)+ -AU1] 

await' (a-), v.t. Wait for; (of things) he in 
store for. [ME, f. ONE awaitier (a to + 
waitier, OF guaitier, see wait v.)] 

awake'1 (a-), v.t. & i. (past awoke, p.p. 
awoke, ~d). Cease to sleep; (fig.) become 
active; ~ to, become conscious of; rouse 
from sleep (lit. & fig.). [(1) OE awsecnan, 
awoc, awacen, (a- prob. = on); of which 
present tense was early treated as weak 
vb, with past awsecnede, whence awakex, 
awakened; (2) late OE awacian, awacode, 
in form a compd of ivacian watch, but in 
sense = awsecnan-, (3) in OE these were 
intr., the trans. sense being given by 
awecc{e)an, ME awecchc, Goth, uswakjan, 
G erweeken, ousted by awake, trans., 
before 1300; see wake1 ] 

awake'2 (a-), pred. a. Roused from sleep; 
not asleep; vigilant; ~ to, aware of. 
[short for awaken, orig. p.p. of prec. ] 

awak'en (a-), v.t. & i. = awake1 (lit. & 
fig.) esp. (fig.) arouse (to a sense of), [see 
awake1 (1)] 

award1 (awdld'), v.t. Adjudge; grant, as¬ 
sign. [f. AF awarder f. ONF eswarder = 
OF esguarder, f. Rom. *Enwardare f. WG 
*ward-; see ward, guard ] 

award2 (award'), n. Judicial decision; 
payment, penalty, assigned by this. [ AF, 
f. awarder-, see prec.] 

aware' (a-), pred. a. Conscious, knowing, 
(of, *hat). Hence ~ness (awar'n-) n., 
condition of being ~ (of something or 
that something is). [OE gewser (OS 
giwar, OHG gawar) f. ge- Y-, +wser ware2] 

awash' (-w5-), pred. a. Flush with or 
washed by the waves, [a- (2)] 

away' (a-), adv. To, at, a distance from 
the place, person, thing, in question (lit. 
& fig.), as go ~, throw ~, give ~, he is ~, 
waste ~, fool ~, explain ~; out & ~, 
beyond comparison; constantly, continu¬ 
ously, as tcork ~, peg ~; without delay, 
as fire ~; = go away (imper.); ~ with 
(imper.), go ~ with, take ~; get ~ with it 
(colloq.), do something with impunity; 
make ~ with, destroy; quasi-adj. in ~ 
game, match, win. [OE onweg, later aweg 
on (the, his, one’s) way; f. A2 prep. + way] 

awe1, n. Reverential fear or wonder, as 
stand in ~ of, hold, keep, in ~; struck, 
struck with ~. Hence ~'less (awl-), 
~'SOME (awe-), aa. [ME age f. ON agi wh. 
replaced OE, ME ege, both f. Gmc *ag-; 
cf. Goth, agis fear] 

awe2, v.t. Inspire with awe. [f. prec.] 
awe3, n. One of the float-boards of an 
undershot water-wheel, [orig. unkn.] 

aweigh (awa'), adv. (Of anchor) just 
lifted from ground in weighing. [A2 
prep. + weigh] 

awf'ul, a. Inspiring awe; worthy of pro¬ 
found respect; solemnly impressive; 

axis 
(arch.) reverential; (si.) notable in its kind, 
as ~ scrawl, bore, relief, something ~. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., (also, si.) extremely, 
'—'NESS n. [AWE 1 -f- -FUL ] 

awhile (awil'), adv. For a short time. [OE 
dne hwile a while] 

awk'ward, a. Ill-adapted for use; clumsy 
(person, thing); bungling; embarrassing; 
difficult, dangerous, to deal with. Hence 
~ish1 (2) a., ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. obs. 
adj. au-k backhanded, untoward (ME, 
f. ON afug turned the wrong way)+ 
-WARD] 

awl, n. Small tool for pricking, pricker, 
esp. that used by shoemakers. [OE eel, 
OHG ala, ON air] 

awn, n. Spinous process, beard, termin¬ 
ating grain-sheatb of barley, oats, etc. 
Hence -^ed1 (-nd) [-ed2], ~'less, aa. 
[ME, f. ON ogn pi. agnar, OHG agana, 
Goth, ahana] 

awn'ing, n. Canvas roof, esp. above deck 
of vessel; (Naut.) poop-deck beyond 
bulkhead of cabin; shelter. Hence 
awned2 (-nd) [-ed2] a. [orig. unkn.] 

awry (ari'), adv. & a. Crookedly, askew; 
look ~, look askance (lit. & fig.); amiss, 
improperly; go, run, tread, ~, do -wrong; 
(adj., usu. pred.) crooked (lit. & fig.). 
[A prep. + WRY] 

axe, ax, n., & v.t. Chopping-tool, usually 
iron with steel edge & wooden handle; 
put the ~ in the helve, solve a puzzle; 
(orig. U.S. pol.) an ~ to grind, private 
ends to serve; (vb) cut down (costs, 
services). [OE sex, OS alcus, OHG ackus, 
ON 6x, Goth, aqizi; cf. Gk axine] 

ax'ial, a. Forming, belonging to, an axis; 
round an axis. Hence axial'iTY n., ~ly2 
adv. [f. axis + -al ] 

ax'il, n. Upper angle between leaf & 
stem it springs from, or between branch 
& trunk, [f. L axilla armpit] 

ax'ile, a. (bot., physiol.). Belonging to 
the axis. [f. axis, see -u] 

ax'illary, a. Pertaining to the armpit; 
(Bot.) in, growing from, the axil. [f. F 
axillaire (see axil, -ary)] 

ax'iom, n. Established principle; (rare) 
maxim; self-evident truth (esp. in 
geom.). [f. F axiome or L f. Gk axioma 
(axioo hold worthy f. axios, see -M)] 

axiomat'ic(al), aa. Self-evident; charac¬ 
terized by axioms; (rare) full of maxims, 
aphoristic. Hence axiomat'icalLY2 adv. 
[f. Gk axiomatikos (axioma -matos), see 
prec. & -ic, -al] 

ax'is, n. (pi. axes). 1. Ima,ginary lino 
about which a body rotates, or by 
revolution about which a plane is con¬ 
ceived as generating a solid (sphere, 
cone, cylinder); lino dividing regular 
figure symmetrically. 2. Straight lino 
from end to end of a body, as ~ of equator 
(polar diameter of earth). 3. (bot.). 
Central column of inflorescence or other 
whorl of growth. 4. (opt.). Ray passing 
through centre of eye or lens, or falling 
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perpendicularly on it. 5. (physiol.). 
Central core of organ or organism. 6. 
(pol.). Agreement between two or more 
countries intended to form a centro 
round which like-minded nations may 
rally; the Axis (hist., orig. the Rcnne- 
-Berlin Axis), (pact between) Germany & 
Italy, later extended to include Japan 
(Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis); attrib., as 
Axis intrigues, powers, propaganda. [L, 
= axle, pivot] 

a'xle, n. Spindle upon or with which 
wheel revolves; (in carriages, prop.) 
slender end of ~-lree (whoio bar connect¬ 
ing wheels), (loosely) ~-tree; wheel & 
a mechanical power; ~-box (in which 
ends of ~s revolve); ~-journal, polished 
end of ~ revolving under bearing in 
—box. Hence a'xlED2 (-Id) a. [earliest 
in ME axel-tre f. ON oxul-tri, replacing 
the native ME ax-tre f. OE rex, eax] 

Ax'minster (a-), a. ~ carpet, kind for¬ 
merly hand-woven at ~, now made at 
Wilton. 

ax'olotl, n. Newt-like amphibian found 
in Mexican lakes. [Aztec] 

ax'on, n. (zool.). Appendage of the nerve 
cell which carries signals from the cell, 
[f. Gk axon axle] 

ay (I), int. & n. (pi. ayes). Yes; (n.) affirma¬ 
tive answer; the ayes have it, affirmative 
voters are in majority, [appears sud¬ 
denly c. 1575; orig. unkn.] 

ayali (i'a), n. Native Indian nurse or 
lady’s maid. [Ind. vernacular dya f. Port. 
aia nurse, fern, of aio tutor] 

aye (it), adv. Ever, always; on all occa¬ 
sions ; for ~, for ever. [ME agg, ai, ei, f. 
ON ei, ey, cogn. w. Goth, aiw f. Gmc 
*aiwaz, cogn. w. L aevum age; cf. Gk aei 
always ] 

aye-aye (I'i), n. Squirrel-like animal of the 
size of a cat, found only in Madagascar. 
[F_, f. Malagasy aiay ] 

Azal'ea, n. Genus of flowering shrubby 
plants, natives of northern hemisphere, 
[mod. L, f. Gk azalea fern, of azaleos dry 
(from its dry wood or the dry soil in 
which it flourishes)] 

Azil'ian, a. Of the transitional period 
between the palaeolithic & neolithic 
ages. [f. Mas d’Azil in French Pyrenees, 
where remains were found] 

az'imuth, n. Arc of the heavens extend¬ 
ing from the zenith to the horizon, which 
it cuts at right angles; ~-circle, one of 
which this is a quadrant, passing through 
zenith & nadir; true ~ of a heavenly 
body, arc of horizon intercepted between 
north (in Southern hemisphere, south) 
point of horizon & the point where the 
great circle passing through the body cuts 
the horizon; magnetic ~, arc intercepted 
between this circle & magnetic meridian. 
Hence azimuth'AL a., azimuth'alLY2 
adv. [ME, f OF azimut f. Arab, assumut 
(al the +sumut pi. of samt way, direc¬ 
tion)] 

azo'ic, a. Having no trace of life; (Geol.) 
containing no organic remains, [irreg. f. 
Gk azoos (a- not+sde life) + -ic] 

az'ote, n. Former name of nitrogen. 
Hence azdt'ic a., az'otizE (3) v.t. [F, f. 
Gk a- not +zoo (for zao) live, from its 
inability to support life] 

Az'tec (a-), a. & n. (One) of the Aztecs, 
the Mexican people dominant till tho 

^conquest of Cortes (1519). 
a'zure (-zher, -zhyer), n. & a., & v.t. 1. 
Sky blue; (Her.) blue; unclouded vault 
of heaven; bright bluo pigment; lapis 
lazuli. 2. adj. Sky-blue, (fig.) cloudless, 
serene. 3. v.t. Make ~. [ME, f. OF azur 
f. mod. L azura f. Arab, al tho +lazward f. 
Pers. lazhward lapis lazuli] 

az'ygous, a. & n. (physiol.). (An organic 
part) not existing in pairs, [f. Gk asugos 
unyoked (a- not + zugon yoke) +-01JS] 

B 
B (be), letter (pi. Bs, B’s, Bees). (Mus.) 
seventh note in scale of C major (B flat, 
jocular euphem. for bug). (In argument) 
second hypothetical person or thing. 
(Alg.) second known quantity, 

baa (bah), n., & v.i. (baaing, baaed or 
baa’d). = bleat. ~-lamb, nursery name 
for lamb. limit.] 

Ba'al, n. (pi. ~i?n). Phoenician god; 
(transf.) a false god. Hence ~isji (3), 

~ist (2), ~ite (1), nn. [ME, f. Heb. ba’al 
lord] 

baas (bahs), n. (S. Africa). Master (freq. 
as formof address). [Du., see boss2] 

ba'bacoote (bah-), n. Species of lemur 
(Madagascar). [Malagasy babakolo] 

Babb'itt-met'al, n. Soft alloy of tin, 
antimony, & copper. [I. Babbitt inventor 
(d. 1862)] 

bab'ble1, v.i. & t. Talk half articulately, 
incoherently, or excessively; murmur (of 
streams etc.); repeat foolishly; let out 
(secrets). Hence ~MENT (-lm-) n. [imit. 
of infant’s ba, ba, + -le (3); cf. F babiller, 
MLG babbelen, G pappeln] 

bab'ble2, n. Imperfect speech; idle talk; 
murmur of water etc. [prec.] 

bab'bler, n. Chatterer; teller of secrets; 
long-legged thrush, [-eu1] 

babe, n. (poet.). Young child, baby; 
inexperienced or guileless person (in pi. 
often ~s & sucklings). [ME, imit. of 
child’s speech, cf. babble] 

bab'el, n. (B~) the tower in Shinar (Gen. 
xi); a high structure; visionary plan; 
scene of confusion, confusion of tongues, 
noisy assembly, meaningless noise. [ME, 
perk. f. Ass. bab-ilu gate of God] 

babirous'sa, -rus'sa, (-rdo-), n. E.- 
- Asian wild hog with upturned horn-like 
tusks. [Malay babi hog + rusa deer] 

Bab'Ism (bah-), n. Doctrine of a Persian 
mystical & pantheistic sect (.Babi) 
founded in 1844. [f. Pers. Boft-ed-Din, 
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gate (= intermediary) of the Faith, 
whence the founder’s usual title of (the) 
Bab}- 

baboon', n. Large African & S.-Asian 
monkey. [ME, f. OF babuin or med. L 
babewynus, of unkn. orig.] 

babouche' (-bosh), n. Oriental slipper. 
[F, f. Arab, bdbush f. Pers. paposh (pa 
foot+posh covering); for p = b cf. pasha 
& bashaiv ] 

ba'bu (bah'bdo), -boo, n. (As Hindu 
title) Mr; Hindu (esp. Bengali) gentle¬ 
man ; Indian English-writing clerk, hence 
derog., ~ English. [Hind, babu] 

babul' (-obi), n. Gum-arabic tree of India 
and Arabia. [Hind. & Pers.] 

bab'y, n. Very young child; childish 
person, whence —ish 1 a., ~ishNESS, 
‘—'ISM (2), nn.; thing small of its kind; 
*girl, sweetheart, (si.); ~ car, motor-car 
of small size and power; carriage, 
perambulator; ~-farmer, one who con¬ 
tracts to keep babies; ~ grand, small 
grand piano; II-—jumper, hanging frame 
in which child is fastened to exercise 
limbs; ~-sitter, person sitting with or 
looking after a ~ while its parents are 
out; hold the ~, carry the ~, (bo left to) 
assume an undesired responsibility. 
Hence ~hood n. [ME, babe, -y3] 

Bab'ylon, n. Capital of Chaldean empire; 
any great empire or vicious city; Rome, 
the papacy (ref. to Rev. xvii etc.), Lon¬ 
don, etc. Hence Babylon'iAN a. & n. [L, 
f. Gk Babulon f. Heb. Babel BABEL] 

baccalaur'eate, n. University degree of 
bachelor, [f. med. L baccalaureatus f. 
baccalareus bachelor ; see -ate 1 ] 

bacc'ara(t) (-rah), n. Gambling card 
game. [F] 

bacc'ate, a. (bot.). Bearing berries, berry - 
-shaped. [f. mod. L baccatus berried (bacca 
berry, -ate2)] 

Bacc'hanal (-ka-), a. & n. 1. Of, like, 
Bacchus or his rites; riotous, roystering. 
2. n. Priest, priestess, votary, of Bacchus; 
drunken reveller; dance or song in 
honour of Bacchus, [f. L bacchanalis (L 
f. Gk Bakkhos god of wine, -al)] 

Bacchanal'ia (-ka-), n. pi. Festival of 
Bacchus; drunken revelry. [L neut. pi. 
of bacchanalis — prec.] 

Bacchanal'ian (-ka-), a. & n. Of Baccha¬ 
nals; riotous, drunken; (n.) a Bacchanal, 
tippler, [f. L bacchanalis bacchanal 4- 
-AN] 

Bacc'hant (-ka-), n. masc. or fem., & a.; 
Bacchante (bak'ant, bakant', bakan'tl), 
n. fem. Priest, priestess, votary of 
Bacchus; Bacchus-worshipping, wine- 
-loving. Hence Bacchan'tic (-k&-) a. 
[(-nte F) f. L bacchari (-ant) f. Gk bak- 
khao celebrate Bacchic rites] 

Bacc'hic (-kik), a. = bacchanal (adj. 
meanings), [f. L f. Gk bakkhikos of 
Bacchus ] 

Bacc'lius (-kws), n. Greek god of wine. 
[L, f. Gk Bakkhos] 

back 
baccif'erous, bacc'iform, bacciv'orous, 
(baks-), aa. Berry-bearing, -shaped, 
-eating. [L baccifer (-feroijs); L bacca 
berry +-form, -vorous) 

llbacc'y (-k-), n. (colloq.) Tobacco, [abbr.] 
bach'elor, n. Young knight serving under 
another's banner (hist.); hence now, 
knight simple knight not belonging 
to a special order; man or woman who 
has taken a university degree below 
Master; unmarried man. ~’s buttons, 
various button-shaped flowers esp. 
double buttercup, also small ratafia 
biscuits, also buttons attachable without 
sewing; ~ girl (unmarried and living 
independently); ~ (seal), young male fur- 
-seal with no mate. Hence ~hood, ~ship, 

~ism(4), nn. [ME bacheler f. OF f. Rom. 
*baccalclris of unascert. orig. In the 
academic sense this w7as allied to bacca- 
larius, & further (prob. by a word-play on 
bacca lauri laurel berry) to baccalaureus] 

bacill'ary, a. Of little rods (tissue, mem¬ 
brane); connected with bacilli (disease, 
research), [bacillus + -ary 1 ] 

bacill'ifdrm, a. Rod-shaped, [foil. + 
-FORM] 

bacill'us, n. (pi. -li). A rodlike bacterium, 
esp. one of the various types that cause 
disease by entering and multiplying in 
animal and other tissues. [LL dim. of 
L baculus stick ] 

back1, n. & a. 1. Hinder surface of human 
body (at the ~ of, behind in support, 
pursuit, or concealment; behind one’s ~ ; 
give, make, a ~, bend down at leapfrog; 
turn one’s ~ upon, run away from, 
abandon; on one’s ~, laid up; with one’s 
~ to wall, hard pressed); body as needing 
clothes (~ & belly, clothing & food) or as 
weight-carrier (~ equal to burden-, have 
on one’s ~, be burdened with; put, get, 
set, person’s ~ up, make him angry; break 
one’s ~, overburden him, & see break 1 ~ 
of); surface of things corresponding to 
human ~ (less visible, active, or im¬ 
portant ; ~ of hand, leg, door, book, knife), 
side away from spectator; upper surface 
of animal’s body, surface corresponding 
to this (ridge-shaped, etc.; ~ of hill, ship 
esp. in broke her ~; on the ~ of, in 
addition to); football player stationed 
behind (full, three-quarter, half, ~); the 
Backs, grounds on the Cam at the ~ of 
certain Colleges at Cambridge, of noted 
beauty; ~'band, over cart-saddle to 
keep shafts up; ~'board, at ~ of cart, 
also strapped across child’s ~ to straight¬ 
en it; ~'6one, spine (whence ~'bonED2 

(-nd) a.; to the ~bone, thoroughly), main 
support, axis, watershed, chief strength, 
firmness of character; ~'/ai(, throw on 
~ in wrestling; sword, with only one 
edge, also singlestick. 2. adj. (no comp., 
superb ~'most). Situated behind, remote, 
inferior, (take ~ seat, humble oneself); 
overdue (~ rent); reversed, counter, (~ 
current); \\~-bench(cr), (occupant of) a 
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scat in the House of Commons or similar 
assembly used by a member not entitled 
to a front-bench seat (—bench freq. used 
attrib.); II—blocks, (Austral.) land in the 
remote & sparsely-inhabited interior; 
/—chat (colloq.), retort(s), recrimination; 
—cloth, (Theatr.) painted cloth at ~ of 
stage as main part of scenery; ~'door, 
lit., & fig. secret means or approach, 
(adj.) clandestine, underhand; —drop, 
/—cloth; II—end, late autumn; ~-fire, 
premature explosion in the cylinder of 
an internal-combustion engine (also as 
vb); ~ formation, making from a sup¬ 
posed derivative (as lazy, banting) of 
the non-existent word (laze, bant) from 
which it might have come; ground, 
part of scene, picture, or description, that 
serves as setting to chief figures or objects 
& foreground, obscurity, retirement, 
(fig.) person’s cultural knowledge, educa¬ 
tion, experience, etc.; ~'hand(ed), de¬ 
livered with ~ of hand or in direction 
counter to the usual, indirect, unexpected, 
(~'hander, such blow, indirect attack, 
extra glass got by bottle’s travelling 
wrong way); ~'log, reserves, arrears of 
unfulfilled orders; ~-marker, scratch man 
in race etc.; ~ number (of magazine etc.), 
(si.) out-of-date method or person; ~ play 
(Cricket), see back3 ; •—room boys (colloq.), 
men engaged in (secret) research; ~-seaf 
driver, one who attempts to control with¬ 
out responsibility; ~'se(, counter-current, 
check, reverse; ~'side, posterior, rump; 
—sight, that nearer stock of rifle etc., 
(Surv.) sight taken backwards; ~ slang, 
form of low slang in which words are 
spelt & pronounced backwards (e.g. 
ynnep for penny)’, stage adj. & adv., 
behind the curtain in a theatre (freq. in 
the wings or dressing-rooms), (fig.) behind 
the scenes; stairs n. & a., stair a., as 
~’door above; stays, ropes slanting 
abaft from mast-head to a lower point; 

stroke, return or backhand stroke; 
~'wash, motion of receding wrave (lit. & 
fig.); water, water dammed back, 
currentless water beside stream & fed by 
its backflow, stagnant condition of things, 
creek communicating with sea by barred 
outlets, water cast from ship’s paddles, 
loss of power caused by this; ~Tvoods n. 
& a., ~'tvood a., (connected with) remote 
uncleared forest land (so woodsman); 

woodsman, ||(also, fig.) peer who rarely 
or never attends House of Lords, [a. f. n., 
OE beEc, OS, ON bale, f. Gmc *bakam; 
now almost confined to E; cf. BACON] 

back2, v.t. & i. Put, or be, a back, lining, 
support, or background, to; assist with 
countenance, money, or argument, bet 
upon, whence ~'er1 n.; (of sporting dogs) 
follow suit to one that points; ~ up, 
help by subordinate action, esp. in 
cricket; ride upon, break in to the saddle; 
countersign, endorse; cause to move 
back (horse, boat, engine, etc.; ~ a sail, 

Baconian 

yard, lay it aback, i.e. to face wind; ~ 
water, reverse boat’s forward motion with 
oars); go backwards; (of wind) change 
counter-sunwise (cf. veer) ; ~ out (of), 
withdraw (from undertaking etc.); ~ 
down, abandon claim, [f. prec.] 

back3, adv. To the rear (often with 
omission of vb, esp. in imperative), away 
from what is considered the front (push 
the bolt ~); play ~ (Cricket), step ~ to 
play a defensive stroke; away from a 
promise (go ~ from or upon one’s word); 
into the past, into or in an earlier position 
or condition, home; in return (answer ~ 
= retort; pay ~); at a distance (~ from 
the road); in a checked condition (keep 
~); = ago; reckoning backwards (for 
years ~); behindhand; ~ & forth = to & 
fro; of, = behind; ~'bite, slander, 
speak ill of, whence ^'bitER1 n.; ~'lash- 
(ing), irregular recoil of wheels in machin¬ 
ery due to defects or sudden pressure; 

pedal, work pedal backwards, (fig.) 
check a forward movement, reverse one’s 
action; ~slide' v.i., relapse into sin, 
whence ~slid,ER1, ~slid'iNG1, nn.; 
~'slitch n. & v.t. & i., sew(ing) with over¬ 
lapping stitches, [aphetic f. aback] 

back1, n. Shallow vat used in brewing, 
dyeing, etc. [f. Du. bak tub, = LG back-, 
cf. also F bac tub, ferry-boat, punt, med. 
L bac(c)us ferry-boat, LL bacca tub, of 
uncert. relationships] 

backgamm'on, n. Game played on 
special double board with draughts & 
dice; most complete form of win in this. 
[back3 (because pieces go back or re¬ 
enter), game1] 

back'ing, n. In vbl senses; esp.: body of 
supporters; material used to form thing’s 
back or support, [back2, -ing1] 

backsheesh. See baksheesh. 
back'ward(s), adv., back'ward, a. 

1. Away from one’s front (look, lean, etc.); 
back foremost (walk etc.); back to start¬ 
ing-point (flow, roll, etc.; not of living 
things exc. in ~ & forwards); into a worse 
state (go etc.); into the past (reckon etc.); 
the reverse way (spell etc.; ring the bells 
~, from bass upwards). 2. adj. Directed 
to rear or starting-point; reversed; re¬ 
luctant, shy, behindhand, dull, whence 
back'wardNESS n. [aphetic f. abackward, 
later referred to back1; see -ward, 
-wards ] 

llbackwarda'tion, n. (St. Exch.). Per¬ 
centage paid by seller of stock for right 
of delaying delivery (cf. contango), [f. 
prec. used as vb +-ation] 

bac'on, n. Cured back & sides of pig 
(save one’s ~, escape death or injury); 
bring home the ~ (si.), succeed in one’s 
undertaking. [ME, f. OF f. Frank, bako 
= OHG bahho, bacho, buttock, ham, 
flitch, f. Gmc *bakon-; cf. back1] 

BacSn'ian, a. & n. Of Francis Bacon or 
his philosophy, experimental, inductive; 
(n.) follower of Bacon; believer in ~ 
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authorship of Shakespeare’s plays. 
[Bacon (d..J626) + -IAN] 

bacteri|ol'ysis, n. Artificial liquefaction 
of solid sewage by bacterial agency; 
destruction of bacteria by a serum. So 
~olyt'Ic a., capable of destroying bac¬ 
teria. [f. bacterium + Gk lusis dissolu¬ 
tion] 

bacter'iophage (-fahzh, -faj), n. Minute 
organism which destroys bacteria, [f. 
foil. + Gk yhagein eat] 

bacter'lium, n. (pi. -ria). Kinds of micro¬ 
scopic unicellular organism found almost 
everywhere, some of which cause disease. 
Hence ~iab a., ~ioi/OGY, ~idL'OGiST, nn. 
[mod. L, f. Gk bakterion dim. of baktron 
stick ] 

bac'uline, a. Of the stick or flogging (esp. 
~ argument), [f. L baculum stick +-ine 1 ] 

bad, a. (worse, worst), & n. 1. (Negatively) 
worthless, inferior, deficient, of poor 
quality, incorrect, not valid, (~ air, 
corrupt; ~ coin, debased; ~ debt, not 
recoverable; ~ food, not nourishing; 

lands, extensive barren uncultivable 
tracts; go ~, decay; with ~ grace, 
reluctantly; ~ shot, wrong guess; ~ law, 
not sustainable; ~ form, want of breed¬ 
ing ; in a ~ sense, unfavourable); ~ egg, 
~ hat, (si.) person of ~ character. 2. 
(Positively) noxious, depraved, vicious, 
offensive, painful (~ blood, ill feeling; ~ 
for, injurious to); in ill health, injured, in 
pain, (she is ~, worse, today; a ~ leg); 
(colloq. of things in no case good) notable, 
decided, pronounced, (~ blunder, head¬ 
ache, falling-off). 3. n. Ill fortune (take 
the ~ with the good), wrong side of account 
(£500 to the~), ruin (go to the ~). Hence 
badd'iSH1 (2) a. [ME badde, perh. f. OE 
beeddel hermaphrodite, womanish man; 
for loss of l cf. mycel much] 

bade. See bid1. 

badge, n. Distinctive mark, formerly of 
knight, now worn as sign of office or 
licensed employment or membership of 
a society; symbol, something that 
betrays a quality or condition. [ME bage, 
cf. rare OF bage; orig. unkn. ] 

badg'er1, n. (dial.). Hawker, esp. of pro¬ 
visions. [orig. unkn.; cf. obs. vb badge 
to hawk] 

badg'er2, n. Grey-coated strong-jawed 
nocturnal hibernating plantigrade quad¬ 
ruped between weasels & bears; fishing - 
-fly, & painting or other brush, made of its 
hair; ~-baiting, -drawing, setting dogs to 
draw it from its burrow or a cask; — 
-legged, with legs of unequal length 
(popular error). [16th c. (older brock, 
bauson, gray) perh. f. badge + -ard 

(earlier forms bageard, badgerd) with ref. 
to its white forehead mark] 

badg'er3, v.t. Bait like a badger, worry, 
tease, [f. prec.] 

bdd'lnage (-ahzh), n. Light raillery. [F] 
bad'ly, adv. (worse, worst). Defectively, 
unsuccessfully, faultily, wickedly, cruelly, 

bag 
dangerously, by much (beaten), very 
much (want a thing~). [-LY2] 

badmash (bud'mahsh), bud', n. (Anglo- 
-Ind.). Rascal, bad character. [Pers. & 
Urdu] 

bad'minton, n. A summer drink (claret, 
soda, sugar); game with net, rackets, & 
shuttlecocks. [Duke of Beaufort’s seat] 

bad'ness, n. Poor quality or condition; 
faultiness, invalidity; wickedness, noxi¬ 
ousness, adverseness, [-ness] 

Baed'eker (bad-), n. Guide-book pub¬ 
lished by firm founded by Karl Baedeker; 
~ raids, German reprisal air-raids in 1942 
on (cathedral) cities in England starred 
in ~. 

bad'el, n. Indian tree, tho orange-like 
fruit of which is a specific for diarrhoea 
etc. [f. Hind, bet] 

baf'fle, v.t., & n. Foil, reduce to perplex¬ 
ity, bar progress of, (person, curiosity, 
faculties, efforts, ship); baffling winds, 
variable, preventing a straight course; 
(n.) ~ or ~-plate, plate hindering or 
regulating passage of fluid or gas through 
outlet or inlet (e.g. a damper); —board, 
ivall, devices to prevent spread of noise. 
Hence ~r n., •—plate, [hist, complex & 
uncert.; perh. f. obs. F beffler, mod. 
bafouer hoodwink etc.; also in obs. sense 
‘disgrace’, cf. Sc. bauchle] 

baff'y, n. Wooden golf club for lofting, 
[cf. Sc. baff a blow] 

bag1, n. Receptacle of flexible material 
with opening at top (Wgreen or blue ~, 
barrister’s for briefs; hyphened with 
nouns showing contents or purpose etc., 
as mailtravellinghand~, vanity ~; 
also alone for such compp., e.g. for money- 
~, so ~s = wealth, or for game-~, also 
for game—’s contents or all a sports¬ 
man has shot or caught; ~ of bones, lean 
creature; whole ~ of tricks, every device, 
everything, all the lot; in bottom of ~, as 
last resource; in the ~ (colloq.), in one’s 
possession or pow'er, (as good as) secured; 
let cat out of ~, reveal secret, esp. in¬ 
voluntarily; ~ & baggage, with all be¬ 
longings, esp. of utter expulsion), whence 
~g'lNG1 (3) n.; cow’s udder; sac in body 
containing honey, poison, etc.; baggy 
place under eyes etc.; ||(sl.) ~s, trousers; 
~ fox, one brought, not found; ||~'man, 
commercial traveller, also = ~ fox; 
~'pipe(s), reed-pipe wind instrument with 
bag as receptacle for air, melody pipe 
(chanter), & fixed-note pipes (drones), 
used in Scotland &, with variations, in 
Ireland & N. England; —sleeve, loose 
except at wrist; ~-wig, ISth-c. wig with 
back hair enclosed in ~. Hence ~'ful (2) 
n. [ME bagge; cf. ON baggi, also OF 
bague, Pr. bagua baggage, med. L baga 
sack. The Engl. wyas possibly f. ON, but 
tho source of this, & its relation to tho 
Romanic, are unkn.] 

bag2, v.i.&t. (-gg-). Swell, bulge: ||(Naut.) 
drop away from course; hang loosely; 



put in a bag, secure (game, whether lit. 
bagged or not), take possession of, 
(euphem.) steal; ||(school si.) claim on the 
ground of being first to claim (J ~, but 
usu. -—'S I or ~s, first innings!), [prec.] 

bag3, v.t. (-gg-). Cut (wheat etc.) with a 
hook, [also badge; orig. unkn. ] 

bagasse', n. Residue after extracting 
juice from sugar-cane & sugar-beet. [F] 

bagatelle', n. Trifle, negligible amount; 
short unpretentious piece of music; minor 
game of billiard kind. [F, f. It. bagatella 
dim. perh. f. baga baggage] 

bagg'age, n. Belongings with which 
one travels (now ousted exe. in U.S. by 
luggage-, car, luggage van; room, 
cloak-room; tag, luggage label); 
portable equipment of army; good-for- 
-nothing woman (now only used playfully), 
saucy girl. [ME, f. OF bagage f. baguer 
tic up or bagues bundles pi. of bague — It. 
& med. L baga sack, chest, see bag1] 

bagg'ly (-g-), a. Puffed out, hanging in 
loose folds. Hence ~iness n. [bag1+-y2] 

bagnio (ban'yo), n. Bathing-house (now 
only in Italy & Turkey); oriental prison; 
brothel, [f. It. bagno f. L balneum bath] 

baguette' (-get), n. (Arcbit.) small 
moulding of semicircular section, like an 
astragal; gem cut in a long rectangular 
shape. [F] 

bah, int. of contempt. [F] 
Bahadur (bahahd'er), n. Title of respect 
appended in India to a person’s name 
(& other titles). [Hind., = gallant] 

baignoire (bCnwahr'), n. Box at theatro 
on level of stalls. [F, = bath] 

bail1, n. Security for prisoner’s appear¬ 
ance, on giving which he is released 
pending trial (forfeit ono’s ~, fall to 
appear; save one’s ~, appear); (joc.) give 
leg~, run away; person(s) who become(s) 
surety for prisoner’s appearance (be, 
become, go, ~; go ~ for, guarantee truth 
of anything; magistrate accepts, admits 
to, allows, holds to, takes, ~; prisoner 
gives, offers, surrenders to his, ~; his ~ 
surrender, render, bring in, produce, him). 
[ME, f. OF bail custody f. baillier take 
charge of f. L bajulare bear a burden 
(bajulus porter)] 

bail2, v.t. 1. Deliver (goods) in trust. 
2. Admit to bail, release on security given 
for appearance, (of magistrate; arch.); 
secure liberation of, by becoming bail or 
security for (~ out if already in prison), 
[sense 1 f. F bailler deliver; sense 2 f. 
BAIL1] 

bail3, n. 1. (hist.). Outer line of fortifica¬ 
tion formed of stakes; wall of castle 
court, or court itself (cf. bailey). 2. (mod.). 
Bar separating horses in open stable; 
swinging~, slung from manger to ceiling; 
(Cricket) one of the cross pieces (orig. one 
not two) over stumps. [ME, f. OF bail, 
bail(l)e perh. f. bailler enclose, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

bail4, n. Half-hoop for supporting wagon- 

bairn 

-tilt etc.; hoop-handle of kettle etc.; 
ll(Australia) frame holding cow’s head at 
milking. [ME beyl f. ON beygla sword- 
-guard etc. (beygya = OE began to bend)] 

bail5, v.t. Confine (arch.); || (Australia) 
~ up, secure (cow; see prec.); (of bush¬ 
rangers) make hold up the arms to rob, 
(intr. of victim) throw up the arms, 
[app. f. OF bailler enclose, cf. bail3] 

bail6, bale, v.t. & i. Throw water out of 
boat with pails etc. (~ icater out, ~ out 
boat, or abs.); bale out, (of airman) mako 
parachute descent esp. from damaged 
aircraft. Hence bail'er1 [-er1 (2)] n. [f. 
obs. n. bail bucket f. F bailie f. Rom. 
*bajula fem. of L bajulus bail1] 

bail'able, a. Admitting of bail (offence). 
[BAIL1' 2 + -ABLE] 

bailee', n. One to whom goods are en¬ 
trusted for a purpose, [bail2 +-ee] 

bail'er2, n. Ball that bits bails at cricket. 
[BAIL3 +-ER1] 

bail'ey, n. Outer wall of castle; also any 
of its inner defensive circuits, or any of 
the courts enclosed between these; Old 
B~, London Central Criminal Court, 
standing in ancient ~ of city wall. [ME 
variant of bail 3 ] 

Bail'ey bridge, n. Emergency bridge 
designed for rapid construction. [Sir D. 
Bailey (b. 1901), designer] 

llbail'ie (-11), n. Scottish municipal magi¬ 
strate = Eng. alderman. [ME bailli f. 
OP' baillis bailiff] 

bail'iff, n. (Orig.) King’s representative 
in a district (including mayor, sheriff, 
etc.), esp. chief officer of a hundred (still 
in High-B~ of Westminster, B~ of Dover 
Castle, etc.; used as Eng. equivalent of 
F bailli, G landvogt, Channel-I. bailly or 
first civil officer); officer under sheriff for 
writs, processes, arrests; agent of lord 
of manor; landholder’s steward. [ME, f. 
OF baillif obj. case of baillis f. baillir 
administer f. bail bail 1 ] 

bail'iwick, n. District, jurisdiction, of 
bailie or bailiff; (joc.) person’s sphere of 
operations, [bailie + wick2] 

bail'ment, n. Delivery of goods in trust; 
bailing of prisoner. [OF baillement see 
BAIL2 & -MENT] 

bail'or, n. One who delivers goods to an¬ 
other for a stated purpose, [bail2 + -or] 

bails'man (-z-), n. One who gives bail for 
another, [f. bail’s (bail 2) + man ] 

bain-marie (ban'mare'), n. Vessel of hot 
water in which stewpans are stood to 
warm. [F, transl. med. L balneum 
Mariae, whence earlier (loth c.) balne, 
balneum] 

Ilairam (birahm'), n. Mohammedan 
festival (twice a year, Lesser & Greater). 
[Turk. & Pers.] 

bairn, n. Child (Sc. & N.-Eng. form now 
borrowed in literary Eng., the E berne 
having perished, & barne become dia¬ 
lectal). [OE beam, Gmc *barn- f. beran 
BEAR3] 
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bait1, v.t. & i. (Orig.) cause to bite. 1. 
Worry (chained animal) by setting dogs 
at it (with dogs, or abs.; also of the dogs), 
whence (bear, bull, etc.) -baitiNG1 n.; 
torment (helpless person) with jeers etc. 
2. Give food to, take food, (of horses on 
journey); stop at inn (orig. to feed 
horses, then also for rest or refreshment). 
3. Put food (real or sham) on or in (hook, 
trap, fishing-place). [ME bey ten f. ON 
beita causal of bita bite1; w. sense 1 cf. 
OF beter (f. ON); sense 3 prob. f. foil.] 

bait2, n. Food to entice prey (live —, 
small fish so used); (fig.) an allurement, 
temptation; halt in journey for refresh¬ 
ment or rest, [partly f. ON beita food, 
partly f. prec. ] 

bait3. See bate3. 
baize, n. Coarse woollen stuff with long 
nap used for coverings, [f. F baies pi. 
fern, of bai chestnut-coloured, bay6, 

treated as sing.; cf. bodice] 
bake, v.t. & i. Cook by dry heat in closed 
place or on hot surface (not by direct ex¬ 
posure to fire), whence bak'iNG1 (5) n.; 
harden by heat; half—d, immature, 
half-witted; (of sun) ripen (fruit), tan 
(skin); (intr.) undergo the process, be 
cooked, hardened, tanned, by heat; ||~' 
house, house or room for baking bread, 
or for making loaf-sugar; stone, fiat 
stone, slate, or iron plate, on which cakes 
are baked in oven; baking-powder, sub¬ 
stitute for yeast. [OE bacan, OHG 
bachan, ON baka, f. Gmc *bak-] 

bak'elite, n. Widely-used synthetic resin 
or plastic made from formaldehyde & 
phenol. [G balcelit; f. L. H. Baekeland 
inventor (d. 1944); P ] 

bak'er, n. Professional breadmaker (pull 
devil, pull ~, encouragement to both 
sides; ~’s dozen, thirteen, 13th loaf being 
huckster’s profit; -—legged, knock-kneed); 
(Fishing) kind of artificial fly. Hence 
~ess\ bak'ERY (3), nn. [OE beecere (bacan 
BAKE +-ER1)] 

bak'sheesh, bakh'shish (-esh),n. Gratu¬ 
ity, tip, (article not used). [Pers., f. bakh- 
shidan give ] 

Bal'aam (-14m), n. Disappointing prophet 
or ally; || (Journalism) matter kept in 
stock to fill up gaps in newspaper (Numb. 
xxii. 28 or 38; —box, receptacle for this). 

Balaclav'a (-ahva), n. Site of Crimean 
battle; ||~ helmet, woollen covering for 
head & shoulders worn esp. by soldiers 
etc. on active service, 

balalaik'a (-Ilka), n. Triangular guitar- 
-Iike musical instrument, popular in Slav 
countries. [Russ.] 

bal'ance \ n. 1. Weighing-apparatus with 
central pivot, beam, & two scales; spring 
or lever substitute for this; regulating 
gear of clock or watch; zodiac constella¬ 
tion (usu. Libra or The Scales), Sc (not 
now corresponding) seventh sign of zo¬ 
diac. 2. The weighing of actions or 
opinions, the wavering of fortune or 

baldachin 
chance, power to decide (hold the ~); 
counterpoise, set-off; equilibrium (~ of 
pov;er, no State greatly preponderant); 
(Art) harmony of design & proportion; 
steady position (lose one’s ~, fall physi¬ 
cally or be upset mentally; —wheel, in 
watch, regulating the beat); preponderat¬ 
ing weight or amount (the ~ of advantage 
lies with him). 3. (Accounts) difference 
between Cr & Dr, statement of this (strike 
a ~, determine it; —-sheet, written state¬ 
ment of it with details); ~ of payments, 
difference of value between payments 
into & out of a, country, including in¬ 
visible items such as tourist expenditure 
etc.; ~ of trade, difference between 
exports & imports; ~ in hand, amount 
over after realizing assets & meeting 
liabilities; ~ due, deficiency; on—, taking 
everything into consideration; the re¬ 
mainder of anything. [ME, f. OF f. Rom. 
*bilancia f. LL (libra) bilanx -lands two- 
-scaled (balance)] 

bal'ance2, v.t. & i. I. Weigh (a question, 
two arguments etc. against each other); 
match (thing) with, by, against, another; 
bring (thing, oneself) into, or keep in, 
equilibrium; equal or neutralize weight 
of, make up for; oscillate, waver; (Danc¬ 
ing) move conversely with one’s partner. 
2. (Accounts) compare Dr & Cr, make the 
entry necessary to equalize them; account 
—s, two sides are equal; settle (account) 
by paying deficit, [f. F balancer (balance 
= prec.)] 

bal'as, n. Red spinel resembling ruby. 
[ME, f. OF balais f. med. L balascus ult. 
f. Pers. Badakhslian district of origin] 

Balbrig'gan, n. Knitted cotton fabric 
used in hose, underwear, etc. [~ in 
Ireland] 

bal'conly, n. Outside balustraded plat¬ 
form with access from upper-floor win¬ 
dow; (Theatre) tier of seats generally 
between dress-circle & gallery. Hence 
~iED2 (-nid) a. [f. It. balcone f. Gmc 
*balkon = balk1 + -one -oon] 

bald (bawld), a. With scalp wholly or 
partly hairless (go —-headed (si.), stake 
everything, disregard consequences); (of 
animals etc.) hairless, featberless, tree¬ 
less, leafless, napless; (of horses) marked 
with white, esp. on face (—-faced)-, (of 
style) meagre, dull, jejune, monotonous, 
(of bad qualities) undisguised, whence 
~'ly2 adv.; —'head, —’pate, (person) with 
~ head, kinds of duck (pate only) & 
pigeon; ing adj., becoming ~. Hence 
~'ness n. [ME ballede perb. f. obs. ball 
white spot (cf. W (ceffyl) bal (horse) with 
white forehead, Ir. & Gael, bal spot), 
+ -ED2] 

bal'dachin (-k-), -quin, n. (Orig.) rich 
brocade; (now) canopy projecting, sus¬ 
pended, or on pillars, over altar, throne, 
etc. [f. F & Sp. baldaquin Sc It. baldac- 
chino, in med. L baldakinus, f. Baldacco, 
It. form of Bagdad, place of origin] 
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bald-coot, bald'lcoot, (bawl-), n. The 
coot, from its bare white forehead (pop.); 
bald person. 

bal'derdash (bawl-), n. (Formerly) frothy 
liquid, mixture of liquors; (now) jumble 
of words, nonsense, [orig. unkn. ] 

baldmoney (bawld'muni), n. Yellow- 
-flowercd umbelliferous plant, [orig. 
unkn. 1 

bal'dric (bawl-), n. Belt for sword, bugle, 
etc., hung from shoulder to opposite hip. 
Hence —wise adv. [orig. & hist. obsc.; 
ME baudry f. OF baudrei; w. baldric cf. 
MHG balderich & med. L baldringus] 

bale1, n. Evil, destruction, woe, pain, 
misery, (poet. & arch.). Hence ~'pul 

(-If-) a., ~'fulLY2 adv. [OE, OS balu, 
OHG balo, ON bol, f. Gmc *balw-] 

bale2, n., & v.t. (Make up into) package 
of merchandise usu. done up in canvas 
& corded or metal-hooped. [ME bale f. 
MDu. bale (Du. baal) or its prob. source 
OF bale (mod. balle) f. Frank. *balla f. 
Gmc *ballon; see ball1] 

bale3. See bail0. 

baleen', n. & a. Whalebone. [ME baleyne 
f. OF baleine i. L balaena whale] 

bale'ffre (-If-), n. Great fire in the open; 
funeral pyre; beaconfirc (fire added only 
in 19th c.); bonfire, [f. ON bal (= OE bsel 
great fire) +fike] 

balk1, baulk, (bawk), n. Ridge left un¬ 
ploughed ; stumbling-block, hindrance; 
sanctuary area on billiard table; roughly 
squared timber beam; tie-beam of a 
house; headline of fishing-net. [OE bale 
f. ON balkr f. Gmc *ba,lkuz] 

balk2, baulk, (bawTk), v.t. & i. Shirk, 
miss, (topic, turn, duty, chance); jib, 
shy, pull up; hinder, thwart, disappoint, 
discourage, startle, [f. prec.] 

Bal'kan (bawl-), a. Of the peninsula 
bounded by the Adriatic, Aegean, and 
Black Seas, or of its peoples and countries. 
So ~ize (3) v.t., divide (an area) into 
small antagonistic states. 

ball1 (bawl), n. Solid or hollow sphere; 
(with distinctive adj.) any of the heavenly 
bodies; hard or soft, inflated or solid, 
large or small, sphere used in games; 
(Cricket) single delivery of it by bowler 
(no ~, delivery breaking rules); solid 
missile (not always spherical) for cannon, 
rifle, pistol, etc. (load with ~, opposed to 
blank cartridge); (pi., vulg.) nonsense 
(make a ~s of, do badly, make a mess of); 
= ballot n., & see black1; ~ of eye, eye 
within lids; material gathered or wound 
in round mass, as snow, medicine (veter¬ 
inary), wool, or string; ~ of foot, rounded 
part at base of great toe, so ~ of thumb. 
(Phrr.) have the ~ at one’s feet, have one’s 
opportunity; keep up the ~, keep the ~ 
rolling, do one’s part in talk etc.; the ~ is 
with you, it is your turn; ~ & socket, joint 
with greatest possible freedom; || three 
~s, pawnbroker’s sign; ~-firing, with ~ 
cartridge; ~-froof; ~-bearings, axle 

ballonet 

fittings avoiding friction by use of small 
~s; ~-coc&, -tap, automatic cistern-tap 
with floating ~; ~-flower, archit. orna¬ 
ment resembling a ~ within a hollow 
flower; ~-point, (of fountain pen) having 
a tiny ~ as its writing point. [ME bal 
f. ON bbllr f. Gmc *balluz] 

ball2 (bawl), n. Social assembly for 
dancing (so ~-/-oom; give a ~, of the 
entertainer; open the ~, lead first dance, 
fig. commence operations), [f. F bal f. 
obs. baler, bailer, f. LB ballare to 
dance] 

ball3 (bawl), v.t. & i. Squeeze or wind into 
a ball; ~ up (si.), muddle; grow into a 
lump or lumps, [ball1] 

ball'ad, n. Simple song, esp. sentimental 
composition of several verses, each sung 
to same melody, with accompaniment 
merely subordinate; poem in short stan¬ 
zas narrating popular story. Hence 
—monger, '—'RY (5), nn. [ME & OF balade 
(F ball-) f. Pr. balada dancing-song f. 
balar (ball2), -ade (1)] 

ballade' (balahd), n. Poem of one or more 
triplets of seven-lined or eight-lined 
stanzas, each ending with same refrain 
line, & envoy; poem of equal (usu. seven 
or eight line) stanzas; ~ royal, stanzas 
of seven or eight ten-syllable lines (also 
rhyme royal), [earlier spelling & pron. of 
prec., now used technically] 

ball'ast1, n. Heavy material placed in 
ship’s hold to secure stability; in ~, in 
the hold, (of ship) laden with ~ only or 
unladen, (of material) as ~; experience, 
principles, etc., that give stability to 
character; slag etc. used to form bed 
of railroad or substratum of road, [of 
doubtful orig.; f. LG or OSw., ODa. 
ballast; earlier form of latter, barlast may 
be = bar bare + lost load] 

ball'ast2, v.t. Furnish with, render 
steady by means of, ballast (lit. & fig.); 
fill in (railroad bed) -with ballast. Hence 
~XNG1(3)n. [f. prec.] 

bdllerin'a (-enah), d. Female ballet- 
-dancer, esp. dancer taking one of the 
five leading classical female roles in 
ballet. [It. ] 

ball'et (-la), n. Combined performance 
of professional dancers on the stage 
having a sustained continuous theme. 
Hence balletomane', balletOMAN'iA, 

nn., enthusiast, enthusiasm, for ~ per¬ 
formances. [F, dim. of bal ball2] 

ballfs'ta, n. (pi. -ae). Ancient military 
engine for hurling great stones etc. [L, 
f. Gk ballo throw] 

ballis'tlic, a. Of projectiles, of hurling- 
- power. Hence ~ics n. [prec.+-IC] 

ballon d’essai (see Ap), n. Experiment 
to see whether the public, or foreign 
States, will tolerate a new departure in 
policy etc., kite. [F] 

ball'onet, n. Air compartment in envelopo 
of balloon or airship. [F (-nnet) a3 

foil.] 
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balloon'1, n. (Archit.) large ball crowning 
pillar, spire, etc.; round or pear-shaped 
airtight envelope inflated with gas lighter 
than air & rising skywards, whence ~ist 

(3) n.; anything hollow & inflated; shape 
into which, or frame on which, trees & 
plants are trained; (colloq.) ~-shaped line 
enclosing words spoken by characters in 
strip cartoons etc.; ~ barrage, anti¬ 
aircraft barrier of steel cables supported 
in an almost vertical position each by a 
captive ~ (barrage ~); ~ lire, low- 
-pressure tire of large section, [f. It. 
ballonc largo ball (holla see hale2 + -one 
see -oon)] 

balloon'3, v.t. Ascend in balloon, whence 
~eex n.; swell out like balloon (gowns 
etc.), [f. prec. ] 

ball'ot1, n. (Small ball, ticket, or paper— 
also —paper—used in) secret voting; 
votes so recorded; lot-drawing (whether 
by balls or not); ~-hox, used in voting or 
lot-drawing, [f. It. ballotta dim. of balla 
BALL1] 

ball'ot2, v.i. Give secret vote; ~ for, 
select (officials etc.) by secret vote; draw 
lots (for precedence, esp. in H. of Com¬ 
mons for right of moving resolutions etc.), 
[f. It. ballottare (ballotta ballot1)] 

II ball'y, a. & adv. (si.) expr. speaker’s 
disgust or satisfaction (stung by a ~ wasp; 
too ~ tired; whose ~ fault is that ?; won the 
~ lot)._ [pronunciation of bl—y=bloody] 

ballyhoo', n. (orig. U.S.). Trumped-up 
publicity of a vulgar or misleading kind; 
barker’s harangue, [orig. unkn.] 

ball'yrag, v.t. & i. (si.; -gg-). Maltreat 
by hustling, jeering, or playing practical 
jokes on; indulge in horseplay. Hence 
^glNG1 (-g-) n. [orig. unkn.; also bully¬ 
rag] 

balm (bahm), n. Fragrant & medicinal 
exudation from certain trees; ointment 
for anointing, soothing pain, or healing; 
perfume, fragrance; healing or soothing 
influence, consolation; tree yielding ~ 
(Asia & N. Africa); ~ gentle or ~-mint, 
bastard ~, field ~, fragrant herbs; ~ of 
Gilead or of Mecca, golden oleo-resin once 
much used as antiseptic, artificial imita¬ 
tion of this. [ME basme, ba(u)me, f. OF 
f. L balsamum balsam; sp. variously 
adjusted to the L, whence mod. -1-] 

balm-cricket (bahm-), n. Cicada, [earlier 
baum-; f. G baumgrille tree-cricket] 

balmo'ral, n. Kinds of laced boot, petti¬ 
coat, Scotch cap. [B~ Castle, royal resi¬ 
dence in Aberdeenshire, Scotland] 

balmly (bahrnT), a. Yielding balm; 
fragrant, soft, mild, soothing, healing; 
(si.) = barmy. Hence ~iLY2 adv., ~iNESS 
n. [BALM + -Y1] 

balneol'ogy, n. Scientific study of bath¬ 
ing and medicinal springs, [f. L balneum 
bath+-0-+-LOGY] 

bal'sa (or bawl-), n. American tropical 
tree yielding light strong wood, cork¬ 
wood ; raft or float. [Sp. ] 

bal'sam (bawl-), n. Resinous product= 
balm ; true ~ or ~ of Mecca = balm 

of Gilead-, other medicinal oleo-resins; 
Canada ~, used in mounting for micro¬ 
scope ; artificial oily or resinous ointment, 
esp. various substances dissolved in oil 
or turpentine, e.g. ~ of aniseed-, (fig.) 
healing or soothing agency; (Chem.) com¬ 
pounds of resins & volatile oils, insoluble 
in water; tree yielding~; flowering plant 
of genus Impatiens; ~ apple, gourdliko 
plant with highly coloured fruit. Hence 
balsam'io (bawl- or bill-) a., balsam- 
ically adv., balsamiF'EROus a., ~y2 
(bawl-) a. [f. L balsamum; from c. 1000 
to 1000 either variants of basme were used, 
or the full L ; balsam before & after thoso 
dates ] 

bal'timore (bawl-), n. N.-Amer. orange 
& black starling, [colours of Lord Balti¬ 
more’s (proprietor of Maryland) coat of 
arms] 

bal'uster, n. Short pillar, slander above, 
pear-shaped below; post helping to sup¬ 
port rail; (pi.) set of these supporting 
handrail of staircase (now usu. banisters). 
[f. F balustre f. It. balaustro f. L f. Gk 
balaustion wild-pomcgranate flower (from 
sjiape of its calyx-tube)] 

balustrade', n. Row of balusters with 
rail or coping as ornamental parapet to 
terrace, balcony, etc. Hence ~ad'ED2 a. 
[F, see prec., -ade) 

bam, v.t. & n. (si., arch.). Hoax. [cf. 
bamboozle ] 

bdmbin'o (-6-), n. (pi. -ni). Image of 
infant Jesus in swaddling-clothes shown 
in Italian churches at Christmas. [It., 
= baby] 

bamboo', n. (pi. -oos). Kinds of tropical 
giant grasses; the stem, used as stick or 
material. [10th c., app. unexpl. alt. f. Pg. 
f. Malay mambu] 

bambbo'zle, v.t. (si.). Hoax, mystify, 
cheat into doing something or out of 
property etc. Hence ~MEKT (-zelm-) n. 
[with bam from c. 1700, of unkn. orig.] 

ban1, v.t. & i. (-nn-). Curse (t. & i., 
arch.); prohibit, interdict. [OE batman 
summon, OI1G bannan, ON banna inter¬ 
dict, curse, f. Ginc * bannan] 

ban2, n. Ecclesiastical anathema, inter¬ 
dict; curse supposed to have super¬ 
natural power; angry execration (arch.); 
formal prohibition; sentence of outlawry, 
esp. Ban of the (Holy Roman) Empire; 
tacit prohibition by public opinion (under 
a ~). [OF, f. LL bannutn f. Gmc *ban 
proclamation with penalties; see prec. & 
Cf. ABANDON] 

ban3, n. (hist.). Viceroy of districts in 
Hungary, Croatia, etc., commanding in 
war. [Pers., = lord] 

ban'al (or banahl', -al'), a. Commonplace, 
trite. [F. (ban 2, -al) ; orig. a feudal word; 
the use of the lord’s mill was compulsory 
for all tenants (bannal mill), whence tho 
sense common to all] 
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banai'ity, n. Triteness; a commonplace. 
[f. F banaliU f. prec., see -ality] 

bana'na (-nah-), n. Tropical & subtropical 
fruit-tree; its fruit, finger-shaped with 
yellow rind, in clusters (hand of ~s, 
bunch). [Port, or Sp. f. the native name 
in Guinea] 

banaus'ic, a. (derog.). Suitable for a 
mere mechanic, illiberal, [f. Gk banausi- 
kos (banausos working by fire f. baunos 
forge, -ic) ] 

|| Ban'bury cake, n. Spiced cake made at 
Banbury, Oxfordshire, 

banc (b&ngk), banco (b&ngk'o), n. Used 
in phrases in banc, in banco, — on the 
bench, applied to sittings of a Superior 
Court of Common Law as a full court (not 
Nisi Prius or circuit), [banco L abl. of 
bancus bench; see bank5 ] 

band1, n. 1. Thing that restrains, binds 
together, connects or unites (chiefly arch., 
now ousted by the orig. identical bond) ; 
(Bookbinding) straps at back holding 
sheets together; ~-stone, one passing 
through dry-stone wall & binding it. 
2. Flat strip of thin material; hoop 
round anything (of iron, elastic, etc.); 
strap forming part of a garment (shirt, 
waist, hat, etc.), (pi.) development of 
neckband or collar into two pendent 
strips (clerical, legal, academic); ree/-~, 
strip sewn on sail at eyelet holes for 
strength; (Mech.) belt connecting wheels; 
stripe of colour or distinguishable material 
on object; ~'6ox, of paper-covered chip 
or cardboard for military (orig. for 
clerical ~s; look as if one came out of~box, 
of extreme neatness);~ -saw, endless saw 
running over wheels; —wheel, worked by 
strap from another. 3. Organized com¬ 
pany of armed men, robbers, persons with 
common object (ll~ of Hope, total- 
-abstinenoe association), body of musi¬ 
cians, esp. wind-instrument performers 
(brass ~; military ~; dance ~muster, 
conductor; stand, platform; ~ s'man, 
member of ~); wagon, wagon for ~ of 
musicians esp. in circus parade, (fig.) 
imaginary vehicle regarded as carrying 
a ~ of political leaders likely to be 
successful (climb on the ~ wagon, strive to 
be on the winning side), [senses 1 & 2 ult. 
f. Gmc *bindan bind1. (1) (tie), ME band 
f. ON band f. Gmc *bandam; (2) (strip), 
late ME bande f. OF bande, bende = Pr., 
It., med. L benda f. Gmc *bendon; (3) 

(company), 15th c. bande f. OF bande = 
Pr., Sp., It. banda ribbon f. WG *banda 
cogn. w. Goth, bandwa; see banner] 

band2, v.t. Put a band on; mark with 
stripes; form into a league (usu. refl. or 
pass.), [f. F bander f. bande, see prec.] 

ban'dag|e, n., & v.t. Strip of material 
for binding up limb, wound, etc., or any¬ 
thing used for blindfolding; (vb) tie up 
with ~e, whence ~ing1 (3) n. [F, f. bande 
see prec., -age] 

bartdann'a, -an'a, n. Richly coloured 

yellow or white spotted (orig. always 
silk) handkerchief. [Hind, bandlmu 
method of spot-dyeing] 

bandeau' (-do), n. (pi. -x, pr. -z). Fillet 
for binding woman’s hair; fitting-band 
inside woman’s hat. [F] 

ban'derdl(e), n. Long narrow flag with 
cleft end flown at masthead; ornamental 
streamer on knight’s lance; ribbon-like 
scroll (Arehiti, stone band) with inscrip¬ 
tion ; sometimes = bannerol. [F bande¬ 
role f. It. banderuola dim. of bandiera 
BANNER]_ 

ban'dicoot, n. (India) rat as large as cat; 
(Australia) insectivorous marsupial, [f. 
Telugu pandi-lcokku pig rat] 

ban'dit, n. (pi. -its, -Itt'l). Outlaw; law¬ 
less robber, brigand, (usu. in organized 
gangs); a banditti, gang of brigands, [f. 
It. bandito pi. -iti p.p. of bandire = med. 
L bannire proclaim see ban1- 2] 

|| ban'dog, n. Chained dog; mastiff, 
bloodhound, [earlier band-dog f. BAND1] 

bandoleer', -ier' (-er), n. Shoulder-belt 
with cartridge-loops, [f. F bandouillere f. 
It. bandoliera or Sp. -lera, f. bandola dim. 
of banda band1; cf. Du. bandolier] 

bandoler'6, n. Highwayman. [Sp.] 
ban'doline, n. Gummy preparation for 
fixing the hair or moustache, [perh. f. 
bandeau] 

ban'dy1, v.t. Throw, strike, pass, to & 
fro (bail, or fig. stories, epithets, etc.); 
often ~ about; discuss (names etc.); give 
& take (blows etc.), exchange (something 
with some one), [orig. obso.; cf. F bander 
‘bandie at Tennis’ perh. f. bande side; -y 
unexplained ] 

ban'dy2, n. (Orig.) special form of tennis; 
(now also -—ball) hockey; the stick, 
curved at end, used in the game. [perh. 
f. prec. ] 

ban'dy3, n. Indian cart or buggy, [f. 
Telugu bay,di] 

ban'dy4, a. Wide apart at the knees (of 
legs); —legged, (of persons or animals) 
having ~ legs. [perh. f. bandy2 curved 
stick] 

bane, n. Poison (lit. now only in comb., 
as ra(’s--~); cause of ruin, esp. the ~ of; 
ruin, woe, (poet.). Hence ~'ful (-nf-) a., 
~'fulLY2 adv., ~'fulNESS n. [OE bana, 
OHG bano, ON bani, f. Gmc *banon-] 

bang1, v.t. & i. Strike (t. & i.) noisily; 
shut (t. & i. of door) with noise; make 
sound of blow or explosion; thrash; (si.) 
surpass. [16th c., perh. f. Scand.; cf. ON 
banga to hammer, LG bangen strike] 

bang2, n. Sounding blow, sound of a 
blow, report of gun. [f. prec. ] 

bang3, adv. & int. With sudden impact, 
abruptly, completely, explosively; go ~, 
explode; conventional imitation of gun¬ 
fire. [f. BANG1] 

bang1, v.t. & n. Cut (front hair) straight 
across forehead; (n.) fringe resulting; 
~-ta.il, horse with tail cut straight across, 
[f. prec.] 
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bangl|e (Mng'gl), n. Ring bracelet or 
anklet. Hence ~ed2 (-Id) a. [f. Hind. 
bangri, glass wrist-ring] 

ban'ian, ban'yan, n. Hindu trader; 
(Bengal) native broker to European 
house; Indian flannel jacket; (Naut.) — 
•day, on which no meat is served out; 
—hospital, for animals; ~-<ree (or ~), 
Indian fig, branches of which root them¬ 
selves over great extent. [Port, banian f. 
Arab, banyan f. Gujarati vapiyo man of 
trading caste. ~ day, hospital, from 
caste reverence for animal life; ~ tree, E 
name used first of a specimen under 
which ~s had built pagoda] 

ban'ish, v.t. Condemn to exile (person 
from place, or double obj. as ~ed him 
the court, or obj. of person only); dismiss 
from one’s presence or mind. Hence 
~ment n. [ME, f. OF banir (-ISH2) f. Rom. 
•bannirei. Gmc *bannjan f. *bann- ban1] 

ban'lster, n. (usu. pi.). Uprigbt(s) sup¬ 
porting stair handrail (also in pi. for up¬ 
rights & rail together), [corruption of 
BALUSTER] 

ban'jo, n. (pi. -os, -oes). Stringed musical 
instrument with guitar neck & head, 
tambourine body, played ■with fingers. 
Hence ~ist (3) n. [Negro corruption of 
earlier bandore ult. f. Gk pandoura ] 

bank1, n. 1. Raised shelf of ground, slope, 
elevation in sea or river bed; artificial 
slope enabling car etc. to maintain speed 
round a curve; flat-topped mass of cloud, 
snow, etc. 2. Sloping margin of river, 
ground near river (right, left, ~, to one 
looking down stream); edge of hollow 
place (e.g. top of shaft in mining). [ME 
banke f. ON; cf. Olcel. bakki in same 
senses f. Gmc *bankon cf. bank6, bench] 

bank2, v.t. & i. Contain as a bank, confine 
with bank(s); (of car or aeroplane or its 
occupant) travel with one side higher; 
confine watch-escapement (of ~ing-pins), 
strike against the ~ing-pins (or abs.; of 
escapement); ~ up, heap or rise into 
banks (of snow, clouds), pack tightly 
(fire, for slow burning), [f. prec.] 

bank3, n. Establishment for custody of 
money, which it pays out on customer’s 
order; |[ the B~, B~ of England, manag¬ 
ing the public debt, issuing legal-tender 
notes, & having the Government for chief 
customer; (Gaming) amount of money 
before keeper of table; drawn by 
one ~ on another; ~-book, containing 
customer’s private copy of his account 
with ~; ~-credit, arrangement by which 
customer may overdraw on security 
given; || ~ holiday, day on which ~s are 
legally closed, usu. kept as general holi¬ 
day also in England; \\~-note, banker’s 
promissory note payable to bearer on 
demand & serving as money; —rate, 
announced percentage at which B~ of 
England is prepared to discount bills, [f. 
F banque or its source It. banca f. Gmc 
•bank bench, see bank1- 5] 

bank4, v.t. & i. Keep bank, trade in 
money (~ing-house, commercial firm that 
does some ~ing); keep money at bank; 
deposit (money etc.) at bank; convert into 
money; (Gaming) hold table fund; ~ 
(up)on, base one’s hopes on, count upon, 
reckon reliable, [f. prec. ] 

bank6, n. Galley-rower’s bench; tier of 
oars in galley; row of organ keys; work¬ 
ing-table in some trades. [ME, f. OF 
banc f. Gmc *bank-; see bank1, bench] 

bank'able, a. That will be received at a 
bank (securities etc.), [bank3 +-able] 

bank'er1, n. Proprietor or partner of 
private bank, governor, director, etc., of 
joint-stock bank, (let me be your~, lend the 
money you need); (Gaming) keeper of the 
bank; dealer in some games of chance; 
a gambling game of cards, [bank 3 + -er l, 

after F banquier] 
II bank'er2, n. Labourer (Eastern coun¬ 
ties) ; (Hunting) horse that jumps on & oif 
banks too largo to clear. [bank1+-er1] 

bank'er3, n. Wooden or stone bench for 
trimming bricks or stone on; ~-mark, 
mason’s sign manual (formerly engraved 
on a dressed stone before it left the ~). 
[perh. = It. banco statuary’s bench] 

bank'et, n. Auriferous conglomerate like 
pudding-stone found in S. Africa. [Du., 
= kind of hardbake (banquet)] 

bank'Ing, n. In vbl senses of bank 2-4; 
also, fishing on a sea bank (esp. New¬ 
foundland). [BANK1] 

bank'rupt1, n. (Law) insolvent person 
whose effects, on creditors’ or his own 
petition to Bankruptcy Court, are ad¬ 
ministered & distributed for benefit of 
all creditors; (pop.) insolvent debtor. 
[16th c. banke rota, bankrout, etc. f. It. 
banca rotta broken bank (bank3, L rupt- 
p.p. of rumpere break); mod. sp. after 
L] 

bank'rupt2, v.t. Reduce to bankruptcy, 
[f. prec.] 

bank'rupt3, a. Under legal process be¬ 
cause of insolvency; insolvent; bereft (of 
some quality etc.), [perh. the short p.p. 
of prec.] 

bankruptcy, n. Being declared bank¬ 
rupt, being insolvent; utter loss (of some¬ 
thing, e.g. reputation). [prec. +-CY, 
irreg. for -rupey] 

bank'sia (-sha), n. Australian flowering 
shrub now grown in Europe. [Sir J. 
Banks (d. 1820), -IA1] 

banks'man, n. Coal-mine overlooker 
aboveground, [bank1] 

bann'er, n. Cloth flag on pole used as 
standard of emperor, king, lord, knight, 
for war; flag of a country etc. (join, 
follow, the ~ of] now chiefly fig.); ensign 
(esp. in frame, or with two poles) borne 
in religious or political demonstrations; 
anything used as symbol of principles; 

screen, fire screen hung from standing 
polo or mantelpiece; (attrib.) pre¬ 
eminent, conspicuous, as ~ headline (in 
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newspaper). Hence ~ed2 (-erd) a. [ME, 
f. AF banere, OF Here, f. Rom. *bandaria 
(cf. It. bandiera) f. mod. L bandum stand¬ 
ard (band1), cf. Goth, bandwa sign] 

bann'eret, n. Knight having vassals 
under his banner; one knighted on the 
field for valour. [ME & OF baneret 
(baniere see prec. +-et = -ate2) lit. ban¬ 
nered] 

bann'erol, n. Banner borne at great 
men’s funerals & placed over tomb; = 
BANDEROLE, [var. of BANDEROLE] 

bann'oek, n. Scotch & N.-Eng. home- 
-made loaf, usu. unleavened, flat, & round 
or oval; oatcake. [OE bannuc, 15th c. 
-ok etc.; cf. Gael, bannach] 

banns (-z), n. pi. Notice in church of in¬ 
tended marriage, thrice read to give 
opportunity of objection (ask, publish, 
put vp, forbid, the —). [pi. of ban2] 

ban'quet1, n. Sumptuous feast; dinner 
with speeches in celebration of something 
or to further a cause. [F, dim. of banc 
bench bank3] 

ban'quet2, v.t. & i. Regale (person); 
feast, carouse, whence ~er1 n. [f. F 
banqueter (banquet = prec.)] 

banquette' (-k6t), n. Raised way behind 
rampart etc. for firing from; bench be¬ 
hind driver in French diligence. [F, f. It. 
banchetta dim. of banca bench see bank3] 

ban'shee, n. Spirit whose wail portends 
death in a house (Irish & Scotch). [Ir. 
bean sidhe f. OIr. ben side woman of the 
fairies] 

bant, v.i. See banting. 
ban'tam, n. Small kind of domestic fowl, 
of which the cock is very pugnacious; 
small but spirited person (~ battalion, of 
men below normal standard of height en¬ 
rolled for the war of 1914-18); '--'-weight 
(Boxing) see BOxHng weights, [f. Bantam 
in Java whence they were perh. brought, 
though perh. orig. Japanese] 

ban'ter, n., & v.t. & i. Humorous ridicule, 
good-humoured personalities; (vb) make 
fun of, rally; talk jestingly, [f. 17th c.; 
of unkn. orig.] 

ban'ting, n. Treatment of obesity by 
abstinence from sugar, starch, & fat; 
bant v.i., adopt this. [W. B-, d. 1878] 

bant'ling, n. Young child, brat, [late 
10th c., perh. f. G bdnkling (f. bank bench, 
cf. bastard)] 

Bantu (bahntoo'), n. & a. Used to include 
many related African languages & races, 
[native, = people] 

banx'ring, n. Javanese squirrel-likc in¬ 
sectivorous animal. [Javanese bangsring ] 

ban'yan. See banian (used esp. for the 
tree). 

banzai' (-zi), int. Form of greeting by 
Japanese to their Emperor, cheer used in 
battle, etc. [Jap., = ten thousand years 
(of life to you)] 

ba'obab, n. African tree called also 
monkey-bread with enormously thick 
stem, [mentioned 1592] 

bap, n. (Sc.). Small loaf or roll of bread, 
[orig. unkn.] 

bap'tism, n. Religious rite of immersing 
(person) in, or sprinkling with, water in 
sign of purification & (with Christians) of 
admission to the Church, generally ac¬ 
companied by name-giving; (fig.) ~ of 
blood, martyrdom, ~ of fire, soldier’s first 
battle; naming of church bells & ships. 
Hence baptls'mAL (-z-) a., baptis- 
malLY2 adv. [ME bapteme f. OF baptesme 
f. LL f. Gk baptismos (baptizo baptize)] 

bap'tist, n. One who baptizes, esp. John 
the B~; one of a sect (formerly called 
anabaptists by opponents) objecting to 
infant baptism, & practising immersion. 
[ME, f. OF bapliste, f. LL baptisla f. Gk 
baptistes (baptizo baptize)] 

bap'tist(e)ry, n. Part of church (or form¬ 
erly separate building) used for baptism; 
(in Baptist chapel) immersion receptacle. 
[ME, f. OF baptisterie f. LL f. Gk bap- 
tisterion bathing-place (baptizo baptize)] 

baptize', -ise (-iz), v.t. Immerse in or 
sprinkle w ith water, as sign of purification 
or initiation, esp. into the Christian 
Church; christen; (abs.) administer 
baptism; (fig.) purify, elevate; name or 
nickname. [ME, f. OF baptiser f. LL 
baptizare f. Gk baptizo bathe (bapto 
dip)] 

bdi'1, n. 1. Long piece of rigid material 
(metal, wood, soap, etc.; —-bell, iron ~ 
with ball at each end used in gymnastics, 
cf. dumb-bell-, '—'wood, red wood from 
Gaboon imported in ~s for dyeing etc.). 
2. Slip of silver below clasp of medal as 
additional distinction; band of colour 
etc. on surface, (Her.) two horizontal 
parallel lines across shield (~ sinister, by 
mistake for bend or baton, supposed 
sign of illegitimacy). 3. Rod or pole used 
to confine or obstruct (window, door, 
grate, gate, —); barrier of any shape 
(Temple Bar, toll''-); sandbank or shoal at 
mouth of harbour or estuary. 4. (Mus.) 
vertical line across stave dividing piece 
into sections of equal time-value, such 
sections; immaterial barrier; (Law) plea 
arresting action or claim; moral obstacle. 
5. Barrier with some technical signi¬ 
ficance, as, in lawcourt, place at which 
prisoner stands; hence ~ of conscience, 
opinion, etc.; || (rialat—', in Queen’s Bench 
division; a particular court (practise at 
parliamentary, Chancery, etc., ~); || be 
called to the — (i.e. that in Inns of Court 
separating benchers), be admitted a 
barrister; || be called within the— (i.e. that 
in courts within which Q.C.s plead), be 
appointed Queen’s Counsel; the —, 
barristers, profession of barrister. 6. 
II (Pari.) rail dividing off space to which 
non-members may be admitted on 
business. 7. (In an inn etc.) counter 
across which refreshments are handed, 
space behind or room containing it; 
II -—'man, —'maid, *— tender, attendants at 
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such counter. [ME barrc f. OF f. Rom. 
*barra of unkn. orig.] 

bSh3, y.t. (-rr-). Fasten (door etc.) with 
bar(s); keep (person) in or out (~ring-out, 
schoolboy rebellion); obstruct (path etc.); 
stay (process or party) by legal objection ; 
exclude from consideration (esp. in im¬ 
perative used as prep., e.g. ~ one in 
betting); (si.) object to, dislike, (per¬ 
son, habit, etc.); mark with stripe(s). 
[ME barren f. OF barrer (barre bar1)] 

bar3, m Large European sea-fish. [F] 
barathe'a, n. Fine cloth made from wool 
(with or without silk or cotton), [orig. 
unkn. ] 

ba'rathrum, n. Pit at Athens into which 
criminals were thrown; abyss. [L, f. Ok 
barathron] 

barb1, n., & v.t. 1. Beardlike feelers of 
barbel etc.; chin-piece of nun’s head¬ 
dress; lateral filament branching from 
shaft of feather; subordinate recurved 
point of arrow, fish-hook, etc., (fig.) sting. 
2. v.t. Furnish (arrow etc.) with ~; ~ed 
wire, for fences & esp. as obstruction in 
war, with wire prickles at intervals. [ME, 
f. OF barbe f. L barba beard] 

bSrb2, n. Breeds of horse & pigeon im¬ 
ported from Barbary. [f. F barbe (Bar¬ 
baric) ] 

barb'ara, first word of the scholastic 
mnemonic lines for figures & moods of the 
syllogism (some of these, esp. barbara, 
barbara celarent, are used allusively for 
logic_or logical training). 

barbar'Ian, n. & a. (Foreigner) differing 
from speaker in language & customs, esp. 
in hist., (a) non-Greek, (one) outside the 
Roman Empire, (a) non-Christian; rude, 
wild, or uncultured (person), [f. obs. F 
barbarien f. barbare (barbarous, -ian)] 

bdrba'r|ic, a. Rude, rough, like or of 
barbarians & their art or taste. Hence 
~icaily adv. [ME, f. OF barbarique or L f. 
Gk barbarikos (barbaros barbarous, & 

see -ic)] 
barb'arism, n. Mixing of foreign or vul¬ 
gar expressions in talk or writing; such 
an expression; absence of culture, ignor¬ 
ance & rudeness; instance of this. [f. F 
barbarisms or L f. Gk barbarismos (bar- 
barizo speak like a foreigner f. barbaros 
barbarous, -ize)] 

barba'rity, n. Savage cruelty, instance of 
it; barbaric style or taste, instance of it, 
(usu. barbarism), [f. as foil., see -TV] 

barb'ariz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. & i. Make or 
become barbarous; corrupt (language). 
Hence ~a'tion n. [f. as foil., see 
-IZE] 

bdrb'arous, a. (Lang.) not Greek, not 
Greek or Latin, not pure, illiterate; 
(people) non-Greek, beyond Roman 
Empire, non-Christian, outlandish; un¬ 
civilized; cruel; coarse. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ~ness n. [f. L f. Gk barbaros 
foreign + -ous] 

Babb'ary ape, n. Large tailless monkey 

bard 
of N. Africa and Gibraltar. [Barbary, 
old name of N. Africa] 

bdbb'ate, a. (bot., zool.). Having hairy 
tufts, [f. L barbatus bearded (barba 
beard, -ate2)] 

babb'eciie, n. Large wooden or iron 
framework for smoking or broiling; hog, 
ox, etc., roasted whole, whence bdib'e- 
cue v.t.; ‘open-air party at which animals 
are roasted whole; floor for drying coffee- 
-bean8. [f. Sp. barbacoa f. Haitian barba- 
eda crate on posts] 

bahb'el, n. Large European fresh-water 
fish with fleshy filaments hanging from 
mouth ; such filament in any fish, whence 
' '(I)ed2 a. [ME, f. OF barbel f. Rom. 
*barbellus dim. of barbus barbel (barba 
board) ] 

bdrb'er, n. One who shaves & trim3 
customers’ beards & hair (now freq. hair¬ 
dresser); ~’s block, for making & dis¬ 
playing wigs; ~’.s itch, skin disease caused 
by a fungoid organism communicated by 
(unsterilized) shaving apparatus; ~’s 
pole, spirally painted & used as sign. 
[ME & AF harbour f. OF barbeor f. L 
*barbatorcm (barba beard), see -or] 

b£rb'er(r)y, bdi-, n. Shrub with spiny 
shoots, yellow flowers, & oblong red 
berries; its berry, [late ME barbere, 10th 
c. bar-, berbery, f. OF berbere, berberis, of 
unkn. orig.] 

barb'et, n. Bird with bristle-tufts at base 
of bill. [cf. F barbel (barbe beard, see 
-ET1)] 

barbette', n. Platform within fort or in 
ship from which guns fire over parapet 
etc. without embrasure. [F dim. of barbe 
beard; see -ette] 

barb'lcan, n. Outer defence to city or 
castle, esp. double tower over gate or 
bridge. [ME, f. OF barbacane, com.-Rom. 
of disputed orig.; cf. Pers. barbar khanali 
house on the wall] 

barbitur'lic, a. (chem.). ~tc acid, an acid 
from which various hypnotic and sedative 
drugs are derived. Hence ^ate1 (3) n. 
[f. F (-ique) f. G barbitur(sdure)] 

Barb'izSn, n. Village near Fontaine¬ 
bleau ; ~ School, coterie of French natura¬ 
listic painters (middle of 19th c.). 

barbol'a, n. (Also ~ work) the embellish¬ 
ment of small articles by attachment of 
coloured models of flowers, fruit, etc. 
made from a plastic paste, [orig. unkn. ] 

barb'iile, n. Filament branching from 
barb (of feather) as barb from shaft, [f. 
L barbula dim. of barba beard] 

barc'arole, -olle, n. Song of gondolier; 
imitation of it. [f. F barcarolle f. It. bar- 
caruola, boatman’s song (barca boat)] 

Barcelon'a, n. Spanish city, capital of 
Catalonia; ~ (nut), hazel-nut imported 
from Spain. 

bard1, n. Celtic minstrel, (Wales) poet 
recognized at Eisteddfod, whence ~'I0 

a.; early poet; lyric poet; poet, whence 
'■-''ling1 n. Hence ~ol'atry n., worship 
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of Shakespeare, the ‘B~ of Avon’, [f. 
Gael. & Ir. bard] 

bffrd2, n. Armour for breast & flanks of 
warhorse. Hence ~'ed2 a. [f. F barde, 
rel. to Pr. aubarda, Sp., Pg. albarda, i. 
Arab, al-barda’ah stuffed packsaddle] 

bare1, a. Unclothed, undisguised, un¬ 
covered, bald, unfurnished, unprotected, 
threadbare, unsheathed, ill-provided, 
empty, unadorned, scanty, mere; ~i 
back a. & adv., -ed a., with ~ back, on 
unsaddled horse; faced, without beard 
etc., without mask, also undisguised, 
shameless, or impudent, whence bare- 
fa'cedLY2 adv., barefa'cedNESS n.; ~- 
foot a. & adv., footed a., without shoes 
or stockings; ~-headed, without hat or 
cap. Hencebar'iSH1(2)a. [OE beer, OHG 
bar, ON bcrr] 

bare2, v.t. Uncover, unsheathe, reveal, 
strip, [f. prec.] 

barege' (-azh), n. & a. (Of) silky gauze. 
[orig. made at Bareges] 

barely (bar'll), adv. Openly, explicitly; 
merely; only just; scarcely, [bare1 + -ly2] 

bare'ness (-m-), n. Lack of covering, un¬ 
adorned state. [BARE1 + -NESS ] 

bare'sdrk (-rs-), n. & adv. Wild Norse 
warrior; (adv.) without armour, [lit. bare 
shirt (sark) ; mod. form embodying sup¬ 
posed etym. of berserker] 

bSrg'ain1 (-gin), n. Agreement on terms 
of give and take, compact, thing acquired 
by bargaining (good, bad, ~, result 
cheaply or dearly bought; a ~, thing ac¬ 
quired or offered cheap; Dutch, ivet, ~, 
closed with drink; into the ~, beyond tho 
strict terms, moreover; strike a ~, come 
to terms; make the best of a bad ~, take 
misfortune etc. cheerfully). [ME, f. OF 
bargaine f. bargaigner, see foil. ] 

bdtg'ain2 (-gin), v.i. & t. Haggle (with 
someone, or abs.) over terms of give & 
take; stipulate with person for thing or to 
receive, give, etc.; ~ for, be prepared for, 
expect, (usu. with neg. or more than)’, 
(trans.) ~ away, part with for a con¬ 
sideration. Hence ~er1 n. [ME, f. OF 
bargaigner, = Pr. bargagnar. It. bar- 
gagnare, med. L barcaniare, of disputed 
but undetermined orig. ] 

balge, n., & v.i. 1. Flat-bottomed freight- 
-boat for canals & rivers, with or without 
sails; second boat of man-of-war, for use 
of chief officers; large ornamental oared 
vessel for state occasions, house-boat 
(e.g. College ~); ~-pole (for fending; 
woidd not touch with a <•—pole, regard with 
loathing). 2. v.i. Lurch or rush heavily 
into, against, about; ~ in, intrude. 
[ME, f. OF barge, f. med. L barga var. of 
barca bark3] 

bfirge-, comb, form in architecture = 
gable. —couple, two gable beams; ~- 
-course, roof projecting beyond them; 
~-board, ornamental screen to them; ~- 
-stones, forming sloping or stepped line 
of gable, [f. med. L bargus gallows ] 

Barmecide 

|| bat-gee', n. Man in charge of barge; 
swear like a ~, fluently, forcibly; lucky 
~ (colloq.), lucky fellow. [-EE] 

bar'xc, a. Of or containing barium. 
[BARIUM+-IC] 

barill'a, n. Plant (Salsola Soda) in Spain, 
Sicily, Canaries; impure alkali made by 
burning either this or kelp. [Sp. ] 

ba'ritone, n. & a. (mus.). (Voice, singer 
with voice, music suited to voice) between 
tenor and bass; euphonium (or tenor 
tuba) or saxhorn in B flat or C. [var. of 
BARYTONE] 

bar'lum, n. (chem.). White metallic ele¬ 
ment, basis of alkaline earth baryta. 
[baryta or obs. baria -f-iUM] 

bark l, n. Outer sheath of tree trunks & 
branches; tan; (arch.) quinine (also 
Peruvian or Jesuits’ ~); (si.) skin; ~-bed, 
hot-bed of tan; ~-bound, hindered in 
growth by tight ~; ~-pit, of ~ & water 
for tanning; ~-free, E name of cinchona. 
[ME, f. Scand. bark- (ON borkr) f. Gmc 
*barkuz] 

batk2, v.t. Strip bark from (tree), kill 
(tree) by ring-cutting bark (also ring—); 
abrade (one’s knuckles etc.); encrust, [f. 
prec.] 

balk3, barque (-ark), n. Three-masted 
vessel with fore & main masts square- 
-rigged, mizen fore-&-aft rigged (usu. 
barque)-, any ship or boat (poet., usu. 
bark), [f. F barque f. Pr., Sp., or It., barca 
f. LL barca ship’s boat] 

balk1, n. Usual cry of dogs, foxes, 
squirrels; (fig.) sound of gunfire, or of 
cough; ~ worse than bite, of testy harm¬ 
less person. [f. foil.] 

bark5, v.i. & t. Utter sharp explosive cry 
(of dogs & some other animals); speak 
(& ~ out, say) petulantly, imperiously; 
~ at, abuse; ~ up the wrong tree, denounce 
wrong person etc.; (si.) cough. [OE 
beorcan, repr. an earlier *berkan, perh. 
metathctic var. of break1] 

bdlk'er, n. Noisy assailant; shop or 
auction or travelling-show tout; (si.) 
pistol, cannon, [f. prec. ] 

batl'ey, n. (pi. ~s). Hardy awned cereal 
used as food & in making malt liquors & 
spirits; its grain; pearl ~, tho grain 
ground small; <—broth, strong ale; ~corn, 
grain of ~ (John Barleycorn, malt liquor 
personified), its length as measure, i inch, 
top of fore-sight on rifle; r—mow, stack; 
~ sugar, twisted sweetmeat; ~-water, 
soothing decoction of pearl ~ for invalids. 
[OE bserlic adj. form; for boer- cf. obs. 
bear barley (f. Gmc *bariz; so Goth. 
barizeins of barley); -lie = -by 1 ] 

•ball'ow (-6), n. (Also ~ knife) largo 
single-bladed pocket-knife. [B~, orig. 
maker ] 

barm, n. Froth on fermenting malt 
liquor, yeast, leaven. [OE beorma; cogn. 
w. Fris., LG barm] 

Barm'ecidc, n. & a. (Giver of benefits 
that are) illusory, imaginary, disappoint- 
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inff. [name of Arabian-Nights prince 
whose feast to beggar was rich dish- 
covers with nothing below] 

bSbm'y, a. Full of barm; frothy; (si., 
also ~ on the crumpet) wrong in the head, 
cracked. [-Y2] 

bdrn, n. Covered building for storing 
grain etc.; (derog.) unadorned build¬ 
ing; ~ dance, (orig. U.S.) dance in which 
partners advance side by side & then 
dance a schottische step; ~-door, lit., & 
fig. target too large to be missed, also 
adj. of fowls = reared at the ~-door; 
r~"owl, — white, church, screech, -owl; 
'—slormcr, strolling player, ranting actor; 
~'yard, farmyard. [OE hern, her cm, f. 
bere-ern (here barley -f -eern place)] 

Bdrn'aby, n. (Saint) Barnabas; ~ bright, 
St Barnabas’ day, 11th June (longest day 
in Old Style reckoning), [f. E Barnabi 
= LL (f. Heb.) Barnabas ] 

bcfrn'acle', n. (Usu. pi.) pincers placed 
on horse’s nose to coerce him into quiet 
for shoeing etc.; (si.; pi.) spectacles. [ME 
bernac, barnacle, ber-, f. OF bernac 
muzzle, of unkn. orig.; later form app. 
Eng. dim., see -le] 

bbrn'acle2, n. 1. Arctic goose visiting 
Britain in winter (also bernacle for dis¬ 
tinction from 2). 2. Stalked cirriped 
clinging by fleshy foot-stalk to ship’s 
bottom; follower who cannot bo shaken 
off. [hist. & etym. unkn.; ME bernekke, 
bernake = OF bernaque, med. L bcrnaca, 
-eca; later ber-, barnacle = mod. F ber-, 
barnacle, bernicle] 

ba'rograph (-ahf), n. Self-recording 
aneroid, [f. Gk baros weight + -graph(2)] 

barom'eter, n. Instrument measuring 
atmospheric pressure used for forecasting 
weather & ascertaining height above sea- 
-level; siphon, wheel, aneroid, ~, various 
systems; (fig.) ~ of opinion etc. Hence 
baromet'ric(AL) aa., baromet'ricalLY2 
adv., baroM'ETRY n. [as prec. +-meter] 

ba'ron, n. 1. (hist.). One who held by 
military or other honourable service from 
the king or other superior (restricted later 
to king’s '~s, & again to those. Great 
Barons, attending Great Council or sum¬ 
moned to Parliament; hence, peer). 
2. (mod.). One of the lowest order of 
nobility; holder of foreign title (called 
Baron -, not, like English ~, Lord 
-); (orig. U.S.) a great merchant in a 
(designated) commodity, (beef ~; beer ~); 
~ of beef, double sirloin undivided. [ME 
& AF barun, OF baron f. med. L baronem 
nom. baro man (as in king’s man) etc., f. 
Frankish baro (Salic Law; cf. MHO bar)] 

ba'ronage, n. Barons or great vassals of 
Crown collectively; the nobility; book 
with list of peers & comments. [ME 
& OF barnage (prcc., -age)] 

ba'roness, n. Baron’s wife; lady holding 
baronial title in ber own right. [ME, f. 
OF barnesse, -onesse, see baron, -ess1] 

ba'ronet1, n. Member of lowest heredi¬ 

tary titled order, commoner with prece¬ 
dence of all knights exc. K.G.s; abbr. 
hart, added to name, as Sir John Jones, 
Bart. [ME, dim. of baron ; see -et] 

ba'ronet2, v.t. Raise to rank of baronet. 
[f. prec. on anal, of knight] 

ba'ronetage, n. Baronets collectively; 
book with list of them & comments. 
[-age; cf. BARONAGE]. 

ba'ronetcy, n. Baronet’s patent or rank. 
[-CY] 

baron'Ial, a. Of, belonging to, befitting, 
baron(s). [foil. + -al ] 

ba'rony, n. Baron’s domain, rank, tenure; 
(Ireland) division of county; (Scotland) 
largo manor. [ME, f. OF baronie (baron, 
-Y1); cf. med. L baronia] 

baroque' (-ok), a. & n. 1. (Of) certain 
stylistic tendencies in 17th-18th c. arts. 
2. Grotesque, whimsical. [F, f. Pg., It. 
barroco, Sp. barrueco, of unkn. orig. ] 

barouche' (-bosh), n. Four-wheeled car¬ 
riage with collapsible half-head, for four 
occupants & driver, [f. G (dial.) bar- 
utsche f. It. barocchio (Sp. barrocho) f. 
LL birotus (bi- la + rota wheel)] 

balque, n. See bark3. 

barquentine, bark-, (bark'enten), n. Ves¬ 
sel with foremast square-rigged, main & 
mizen fore-&-aft rigged, [f. bark3 after 
BRIGANTINE] 

ba'rrack, n., & v.t. 1. Permanent build- 
ing(s) in which soldiers are lodged (usu. 
pi.); (transf.) building in which others (e.g. 
children) are similarly herded together; 
building of severely dull or plain ap¬ 
pearance. 2. v.t. Place in ~s; hoot, jeer 
at, (players in cricket-match etc.), [f. F 
baroque f. It. baracca or Sp. barraca 
‘souldier’s tent’ (1617) orig. unkn.] 

barracoon', n. Set of sheds or enclosure 
for slaves, convicts, etc. [f. Sp. barracon 
(as prec.; see -oon)] 

barracud'a (-bod), -coot'a, -cout'a 
(-oot-), n. Large W.-Ind. sea-fish. [Sp.] 

bSrr'age, n. 1. Damming; dam (esp. of 
those in Nile). 2. (Mil., freq. ba'rahzh) 
barrier to offensive or defensive action on 
the part of an enemy usu. in the form of 
a line, area, or volume into which a large 
number of guns fire shells either continu¬ 
ously or for pre-arranged periods (anti- 
-aircraft ~, barrier of shellfire against 
hostile aircraft; balloon ~; box ~, one 
laid down usu. on three sides in order to 
isolate a particular area; creeping ~, one 
laid down in front of & moving with 
one’s own advancing troops); attrib., as 
~ balloon. [F, f. bar re bar1; see -age] 

ba'rrator, -er, n. (legal). Vexatious liti¬ 
gant; malicious raiser of discord. [ME, 
f. AF baratour, OF -eor trickster f. barat 
(obs. Eng. barrat) of unkn. orig.] 

ba'rratrly, n. (Marine law) fraud or gross 
negligence of master or crew to prejudice 
of ship’s owners; (Law) vexatious litiga¬ 
tion or incitement to it. Hence ~ous a. 
[ME, f. OF baraierie (barat see prec., -ery)] 
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barred (b<Ird), a. In vbl senses; also [bar1 1 
marked with bars, (of harbour) obstructed 
with sandbar. 

ba'rrel1, n. Flat-ended cylindrical wood¬ 
en vessel of hooped staves, cask; varying 
measure of capacity (~-bullc, 5 cub. ft); 
revolving cylinder in capstan, watch, & 
other machines; cylindrical body or 
trunk of an object, belly & loins of horse, 
etc.; metal tube of gun; barrel-, cylindri¬ 
cal or semi-cylindrical, as ~-cZrain, -vault; 
~-organ, with pin-studded cylinder 
turned by handle & mechanism opening 
the pipes as required. [ME, f. OF baril 
of unkn. orig. ] 

ba'rrel2, v.t. (-11-). Put in barrel(s); ~led, 
(also) = barrel-shaped, [f. prec. ] 

ba'rren, a. (-est), & n. Not bearing, or 
incapable of bearing, children, young, 
fruit, vegetation, or produce; meagre, 
unprofitable, dull; (n.) ~ tract of land; 
~wort, purple-&-yellow-:flowered wood 
plant. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME 
barain etc. f. OF baraine (fern.) etc. of 
unkn. orig.] 

ba'rret, n. Flat cap, esp. the biretta. [f. 
F barrette biretta] 

barricade'1, (now rarely) -a'do, n. 
Hastily erected rampart across street 
etc. of barrels, carts, stones, furniture; 
any barrier, lit. or fig. [f. F barricade or 
Sp. barricada (whence earlier Eng. barri- 
cado ; see -ado) f. F barrique (Sp. barrica) 
cask] 

barricade'2, (now rarely) -a'dd, v.t. 
Block (street etc.) with barricade; defend 
(place cr person) with barricade, [f. prec]. 

ba'rrier1, n. Fence barring advance or 
preventing access; (ancient chariot- 
-races) barred starting-cells; (foreign 
towns) gate at which customs are col¬ 
lected ; (tilting) the lists or enclosing 
palisade, also railing parallel to which, 
but on opposite sides, tilters charged 
reaching their lances across; any obstacle, 
boundary, or agency that keeps apart. 
[ME & AF barrere, OF barriere f. Horn. 
*barraria (*barra bar1) later assim. to F 
spelling] 

ba'rrier3, v.t. Close or shut in with 
barrier (usu. with off, in), [f. prec. ] 

barr'Ing, prep. Except, not including, 
[part, of bar2] 

II ba'rrister, n. Law student called to bar 
& having right of practising as advocate 
in superior courts (in full, ~-at-law); re¬ 
vising—, one appointed to revise lists of 
voters at parliamentary elections. [10th 
c. bar(r)ester f. bar1; second element 
unexpl. ] 

ba'rrow1 (-6), n. (In local names) hill; 
(Archaeol.) grave-mound, tumulus. [OE 
beorg, OS, OHG berg, f. Gmc *bcrgaz] 

ba'rrow2 (-5), n. (Also hand-~) rectangu¬ 
lar frame with short shafts used by two or 
more men for carrying loads on, stretcher, 
bier; (also wheel-~) shallow box with 
shafts & one wheel for similar use by one 
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man; II (also coster’s ~) two-wheeled 
handcart (~-boy, coster); a ~ful. [ME 
barewe f. Gmc *barwa f. beran bear3; cf. 
bier] 

ba'rrow3 (-o), n. (dial.). Castrated boar. 
[OE bearg, = OS, OHG baruh (G barch) 
f. Gmc *barguz, -gwaz] 

bart'er1, v.t. & i. Exchange (goods or 
immaterial tilings) for other goods (occas. 
away)-, part with for a (usu. unworthy) 
consideration (usu. away), whence ~er1 
n.; trade by exchange, [f. OF barater 
trick, exchange, f. barat; see barrator] 

bSbt'er3, n. Traffic by exchange, truck, 
(also fig., e.g. of talk); (Arith.) reckoning 
of quantity of one commodity to be given 
for another, values being known, [f. 
prec.] 

battizan', n. Battlemented parapet, or 
overhanging battlemented corner turret, 
at top of church tower or castle, [spurious 
form (Scott) f. bertisene illit. spelling of 
bralticing see brattice] 

bart'on, n. Farmyard; farm not let with 
rest of manor, but retained by owner. 
[OE bcrc-tun (here barley +tun enclosure 
see town)] 

Bert’s, n. St Bartholomew’s Hospital in 
London, [abbr. ] 

baryt'la, n. Oxide or hydroxide of 
barium. Hence ~ic a., ~o- comb. form, 
[f. foil. ] 

baryt'es (-z), n. Native sulphate of 
barium, called also heavy spar, used in 
some white paints, [f. Gk barus heavy, 
partly assim. to mineral names in -ites] 

ba'rytSne, n. & a. (Gk gr.). (Word) with 
no or grave accent on last syllable, [f. 
F baryton or It. baritono & Gk barutonos 
(barus heavy +tonos tone)] 

bas'ai, a. Of, at, or forming, the base; 
fundamental, [f. base 1 + -At ] 

basalt (bas'awlt, basawlt'), n. Dark green 
or brown igneous rock often in columnar 
strata, whence basal'tic, basal'tiFORM, 

(-sawl-), aa.; black porcelain invented by 
Wedgwood, [f. L basaltes (in MSS. of 
Pliny) var. of basanites f. Gk (basanos 
touchstone)] 

bas'an (-z-), baz'an, n. Sheepskin tanned 
in oak or larch bark (also basil), [f. F 
basane f. Pr. bazana f. Sp. badana f. Arab. 
bitanah lining ] 

has bleu (see Ap.), n. Bluestocking. [F] 
bas'cule, n. Lever apparatus used in — 

-bridge, kind of drawbridge raised & 
lowered with counterpoise. [F, formerly 
bacule see-saw (battre bump+eui but¬ 
tocks)] 

base1, n. 1. That on which anything 
stands or depends, support, bottom, 
foundation, principle, groundwork, start¬ 
ing-point (~'ball, U.S. national game, 
more elaborate rounders, also ball used 
in it). 2. (archit.). Part of column between 
shaft & pedestal or pavement. 3. (bot. & 
zool.). End at which an organ is attached 
to trunk. 4. (geom.). Line or surface on 
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which plane or solid figure is held to 
stand. 5. (chem.). Correlative of acid, 

substance capable of combining with an 
acid to form a salt (including, but wider 
than, alkali). 6. (mil.). Town or other 
area in rear of an army where drafts, 
stores, hospitals, etc., are concentrated 
(also ~ of operations). 7. (surv.). Known 
line used as geometrical ~ for trigono¬ 
metry. 8. (math.). Starting-number for 
system of numeration or logarithms (as 
10 in decimal counting). [F, or f. L f. Gk 
basis (baino step, stand)] 

base2, v.t. Found (something) on; estab¬ 
lish (with adv., as firmly)-, ~ oneself on, 
rely upon (in argument etc.), [f. prec.] 

base3, a. (Orig.) of small height (now only 
in plant names as ~-rocket)-, morally 
low, cowardly, selfish, mean, despicable, 
whence ~'ly2 (-si-) adv.; menial; || (Law) 
~ tenure, estate, fee, not absolute, but 
determinable on fulfilment of contingent 
qualification; (Lang.) not classical (~ 
Latinity); ~-born, of low birth, illegiti¬ 
mate; ~-court, outer court of castle or 
court behind farmhouse; ~ metals, op¬ 
posed to precious; ~ coin, spurious, 
alloyed. Hence ~'NESS (-sn-) n. [f. F bas 
f. LL bassus short (in L as cognomen)] 

base'less (-si-), a. Groundless, unfounded. 
Hence ~ness n. [base1, -less] 

base'ment (-sm-), n. Lowest or funda¬ 
mental part of structure; inhabited 
storey sunk below ground level, [base n. 
or v. + -MEXT ] 

bash, v.t., & n. 1. Strike heavily so as to 
smash in (often in). 2. n. Heavy blow; 
have a ~ at it (si.), attempt it. [perh. 
unit. cf. bang, smash; or = Sw. basa flog. 
Da. baske cudgel] 

bashaw', n. Earlier form of pasha. 

bash'ful, a. Shy; shamefaced, sheepish. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. obs. bash 
vb for abash + -eul] 

bashl-bazouk' (-bok), n. Mercenary of 
Turkish irregulars, notorious for pillage 
& brutality. Hence ~eb,y (1, 5) n. [mod. 
Turk., lit. brain-turned] 

basi-, stem of many adjj. in Physiol. Of, 
at, forming, the base of. [base1, basis] 

bas'le, a. Of, at, forming, base; funda¬ 
mental; (Chem.) having the properties 
of or containing a base; (Min.) slightly 
silicated (igneous rock); prepared by non- 
-siliceous process (steel); ~ English, select 
vocabulary of 850 words; ~ slag, fertilizer 
containing phosphates produced as by- 
-products in the ~ process of steel manu¬ 
facture. [BASE 1 + -IC ] 

basi'eity, n. An acid’s relative power of 
combining with bases, [prec. + -ty] 

bas'il1 (-z-), n. Kinds of aromatic herb, 
esp. common or sweet ~ & bush or lesser 

both culinary. [ME, f. OF basile f. LL 
basilisca (basiliscus basilisk), the Gk 
name basilicon (= royal) being misinter¬ 
preted as antidote for basilisk’s venom] 

bas'il2 (-z-), n. Corruption of basan. 

basil'Ic, a. (Of vein) starting from elbow 
& discharging into axillary vein. [f. F 
basilique f. L f. Gk basilikos royal (as 
formerly thought of special importance) ] 

basil'ica, n. (Orig.) royal palace; hence, 
oblong hall with double colonnade & apso 
used for laweourt & assemblies; such a 
building used as Christian church; (in 
Rome) one of the seven churches founded 
by Constantine. [L, f. Gk basilike (oikia, 
stoa) royal (house, portico) f. basileus 
king, -ic] 

basil'icon, -um, n. Kinds of ointment. 
[-on Gk, -um L, f. Gk basilikos as in prec.; 
s_o called as a ‘royal’ remedy] 

bas'illsk (-z-), n. Fabulous reptile (also 
cockatrice) hatched by serpent from 
cock’s egg, blasting by its breath or look; 
(fig.) glance etc., evil eye, person or 
thing that blasts (reputation etc.); (Zool.) 
small American lizard with hollow crest 
inflated at will. [f. L f. Gk basiliskos 
(dim. of basileus king) kinglet, serpent, 
golden-crested wren] 

bas'in, n. Hollow round metal or pottery 
vessel, less deep than wide, & contracting 
downwards, for holding water etc., bowl; 
hollow depression; dock with flood-gates; 
land-locked harbour; tract of country 
drained by river & tributaries; circular 
or oval valley; (Geol.) formation with 
strata dipping towards centre, the deposit 
(e.g. coal) contained in this. Hence ~ful 
(2) n. [ME & OF bacin (F bassin) f. Rom. 
*bac(c)hinus f. LL bacca back4] 

bas'Inet, bas'net, n. Light steel head- 
piece. [ME basnet, bacinet f. OF bacinet 
dim. of bacin basin ] 

bas'Is, n. (pi. bases). — base1 (chiefly in 
fig. senses); main ingredient, foundation, 
beginning, determining principle; com¬ 
mon ground for negotiation etc.; military 
base. [L = base1] 

bask (bah-), v.i. Revel in warmth & light 
(usu. in the sun, firelight, etc.); ~ing- 
-shark, largest species of shark (also sun- 
fish & sailfi.sk). [app. f. ON bathask refl. 
of batha BATHE1 ] 

bas'ket1 (bah-), n. Wicker vessel of osiers, 
cane, rushes, etc.; the quantity contained 
in it (also ~ful); wicker singlestick hand- 
guard; pick of the ~, best of the lot; 
~-ball, game played with large inflated 
ball, a goal being scored when it is 
thrown into a ~ fixed 10 ft above ground 
at opponents’ end; basket-, of ~ shape as 
~-hilt, of ~ material or fashion as~- car¬ 
riage,-work. Hence~RY(5)n. [orig.unkn.] 

bas'ket2 (bah-), v.t. Put in a basket, 
waste-paper or other, [f. prec. ] 

bas'on1, n. (arch.). = basin. 

bas'on2, n., & v.t. Bench for felting hat 
material; (vb) felt. [perh. = basin] 

basque (bahsk), n. & a. 1. Biscayan, 
(native or language) of Western Pyrenees 
(B~). 2. Short continuation of bodice 
below waist; bodice having this. [F, f. 
L Vasco -onis ] 
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bas-relief', bass-, n. (Piece of) shallow 
carving or sculpture on background (less 
than half the true depth), [earlier basse 
relieve, f. It. basso rilievo, later alt. to F 
bas-relief] 

bass1, n. Common perch; black ~, perch 
of Lake Huron; European sea-fish (also 
sea-wolf and sea-dace), [earlier barse f. 
OE beers = MHG bars, f. Gmc root *bars-, 
*bors- bristle] 

bass2, n. Inner hark of lime, used for 
mats, hassocks, & baskets, & for tying 
plants, flowers, etc.; —broom, coarse 
fibre broom for rough work; ~-icood, 
Amer. lime, its wood. [alt. f. bast] 

bass3, a. & n. Deep-sounding; (of, suited 
to) lowest part in harmonized music; 
(man with) ~ voice; thorough-~, figured 
~, ~ part w-ith shorthand indications 
below of the proper harmony, hence 
theory of harmony; ~-ttiol, viola da 
gamba or violoncello. [ME bas, base see 
base 3; now bass after It. basso ] 

bass'et1, n. Short-legged badger-dog. [F, 
dim. of bas, basse low; see base3] 

bass'et2, n. Obsolete card-game. [f. It. 
basselta f. basselto dim. of basso base3] 

bass'et3, n., & v.i. (geol.). Edge of stratum 
cropping out; (vb) crop out. [orig. unkn. ] 

bass'et-horn, n. Tenor clarinet, [transl. 
of I' cor de basselte f. It. corno di basselto 
see BASSET2] 

bassinet', n. Hooded wicker cradle or 
perambulator. [F, dim. of bassin basin] 

bass'5, n. = bass3 (second and third 
senses); ~ prof undo (or -on-), (singer 
with) specially deep bass voice. [It., 
= (deep) bass ] 

bassoon', n. Wooden double reed instru¬ 
ment used as bass to oboe; organ & 
harmonium stop of similar quality. 
Hence ~ist(3) n. [f. F basson (bas base3 
+ -on see -oon)] 

btfsso-rgliev'o (-lya-), n. (pi. -os). = bas- 
- BELIEF. [It.] 

bast, n. Inner bark of lime (see bass2) ; 
other flexible fibrous barks. [OE bsssl, 
MHG, ON bast f. Gmc *bastaz] 

bas'tard, n. & a. (Child) born out of wed¬ 
lock or of adultery, illegitimate; (of 
things) unauthorized, hybrid, counter¬ 
feit; ~ file (with serrations of medium 
coarseness); ~ slip, sucker of tree (also 
fig., = bastard n.); (Bot.) nearly resem¬ 
bling another species (~ balm); (Zool.) ~ 
wing, rudimentary extra digit with quill- 
-feathers. [ME, f. OF f. bast (bat-) pack- 
saddle (used as bed by muleteer) + -akd ; 
cf. bantling] 

bas'tardiz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Declare 
illegitimate. Hence ~a'tion n. [prec. 
+ -IZE] 

bas'tardy, n. Illegitimacy; ~ order, for 
support of illegitimate child by putative 
father, [f. AF & OF bastardie; see 
bast akd, -y1] 

baste1, v.t. Stitch together, tack, (as 
prelim, to regular sewing). [ME, f. OF 

batch 

bastir sew lightly f. Gmc *basljan (cf. 
OHG besten lace, tie) f. bast- bast] 

baste2, v.t. Moisten (roasting meat) with 
fat to prevent burning; pour molted wax 
etc. on (wicks in candlemaking), [orig. 
unkn.] 

baste3, v.t. Thrash, cudgel, [perh. = Sw. 
basa (see BASH) thr. past or p.p. basit, baste, 
baist in early exx.; cf. hoist1- 2; or fig. 
use of prec. (cf. ‘dry basting’ Shakesp.)] 

bastille' (-el), n. Fortress; Paris prison- 
-fortress destroyed 1789; prison. [ME 
bastele, -ile, -el f. OF bastille, for older 
bastidei. Pr. bastida fortification f. p.p. of 
bastir build] 

bastinad'o, n. (pi. ~e.s), & v.t. (Punish 
with) caning on soles of feet. [f. Sp. 
bastonada (baston baton) see -AD0(2)] 

bas'tion, n. Projecting part of fortifica¬ 
tion, irregular pentagon with its base in 
the line (or at an angle) of the main 
works. Hence ~ed2 (-nd) a. [F, f. It. 
bastione f. baslire build; cf. bastille ] 

bat1, n. Nocturnal mouse-like quadruped 
with fingers extended as frame of mem¬ 
branous wings; have ~s in the belfry, be 
crazy or eccentric, [f. 1575, alt. of ME 
bakke f. Scand.; earlier wds were rear¬ 
mouse (f. OE), flittermouse (f. Du.)] 

bat2, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Implement for 
striking ball in cricket, baseball, etc. 
(off one’s own ~, in cricket, also fig., 
unaided; carry one’s ~, be not out at 
end of innings); ~sman (a good etc. ~); 
~s'man (-an), performer with cricket etc. 
~, also one who signals with ~s in his 
hands to guide aircraft landing on ship’s 
deck. 2. vb. (-tt-). Use~, have innings; 
strike (as) with [ME, f. OF balle club 
(battre strike, see abate)] 

bat3, n. (si.). Pace of stroke or step (went 
off at a rare ~). [orig. unkn. ] 

bat1 (baht), n. (Anglo-Ind., colloq.). The 
~, spoken language (orig. of India, now 
extended); sling the ~ (Army si.), speak 
the lingo (in this use freq. pron. bat). 
[Hind., = speech, word] 

bat6, v.t. To wink (never ^ted an eyelid, 
did not sleep a wink, betrayed no emo- 
tjon). [var. of obs. bate to flutter] 

bat-, bat- (bat, baht), comb. form. For 
officers’ baggage on campaign; ~-horse 
(for carrying baggage); ~-pay, baggage 
allowance. If. OF bast, mod. bat pack- 
saddle f. Rom. *bastum perh. f. Gk 
bastazo lift] 

batat'a (-ahta), n. W.-Indian plant, 
sweet or Spanish potato. [Sp. & Port. f. 
native American] 

Batav'ian, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of ancient 
Batavia (between Rhine & Waal) or of 
modern Holland, Dutch(man); of, in¬ 
habitant of, Batavia in Java. [f. L Bata¬ 
via (Batavi pi.)] 

batch, n. Loaves produced at one baking; 
quantity or number of anything coming 
at once or treated as a set. [ME bache 
(bacan bake) cf. wake, watch, make, match] 
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bate1, v.t. & 1. Let down (~ hope etc.), re¬ 
strain (~d breath); deduct (part of; usu. 
with nog., esp. not ~ a jot of); fall off 
in force, [aphetic f. abate ] 

bate2, n., & v.t. Alkaline lye for softening 
hides; (vb) steep in this. [cf. Sw. beta to 
tan, G beize maceration f. beizen cause 
to bite bait1] 

II bate3, bait3, n. (si.). Rage (was in an 
awful~). [perh.=obs. bate var. of debate; 
or f. BAiT1=state of baited person] 

bath1 (bahth; pi. pron. -dhz), Bath, n. 1. 
Washing; immersioninliquid, air, etc. (air- 

sun-~, exposure of naked body to air, 
sun; mud-'-', of mud for rheumatism; ~ 
of blood, carnage); water etc. for bathing, 
wash, lotion, surrounding medium; vessel 
(sife-~, like hip-~ but with broad flat 
bottom [G silzbad sitting bath]; sponge- 
—, esp. of broad fiat saucer shape to facili¬ 
tate sponging), room (also —room), or 
building, for bathing in (see Turkish); 

town resorted to for medical bathing; 
•'—'robe, dressing-gown. 2. Order of 
knighthood (R~; for C.B., K.C.B., 
G.C.B., see abbreviations) named from 
the ~ preceding installation. 3. Town in 
Somerset named from hot springs (B~ 
bun; B~ Oliver, biscuit invented by Dr 
W. Oliver of B~, d. 1764; brick, pre¬ 
paration for cleaning metal; II B~ chair, 
wheeled for invalid; IIB~ chap2; B— 
stone, oolite building-stone). [OE bseth, 
OHG bad, ON bath, f. Gmc *batham) 

bath2 (-ah- or -A- in all parts), v.t. Sub¬ 
ject to washing in bath (child or invalid, 
of nurse etc.), [f. prec. ] 

bathle1 (-dh), v.t. & i. Immerse (in 
liquid, air, light, etc.); (of person, liquid, 
etc.) moisten all over; (of sunlight etc.) 
envelop; take a bath or bathe, so 
~ing-costume, -dress, II -drawers, trunks; 
r-ing-machine, wheeled dressing-box 
drawn into sea for ~ing from. [OE 
bathian, OHG badon, ON batha, f. Gmc 
•bathon] 

bathe2 (-dh), bath'er (-dh-), nn. Taking, 
taker, of a bath, esp. in sea, river, swim¬ 
ming-bath. [f. prec. in intr. sense] 

bathet'ic, a. Marked by bathos, [irreg. f. 
Gk bathos after pathos, pathetic] 

bathom'eter, n. Instrument used to 
ascertain depth of water, [f. Gk bathos 
depth + -METER] 

BathSn'ian, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of Bath. 
[mod. L Bathonia Bath, -AN ] 

bath'os, n. Fall from sublime to ridiculous; 
anticlimax; performance absurdly below 
occasion. [Gk, = depth] 

bathy-, comb, form of Gk bathus deep, 
bathyb'ius, n. Slimy gelatinous sub¬ 
stance dredged from great ocean depths 
(once believed to bo protoplasmic, now 
known to be inorganic), [f. bathy- +Gk 

bios life] 
bathvmetr-, stem of scientific words. 

Of depth-measurement, [f. bathy-+- 

meter] 

batter 
bath'yscaphe (-af), n. = foil. [f. bathy- 

+ Gk skaphe boat] 

bath'ysphere, n. Largo strong sub¬ 
mersible sphere for deep-sea observation. 
[f. BATHY- -f SPHERE ] 

bat'ik, n. Method (orig. Javan) of print¬ 
ing coloured designs on textiles by wax¬ 
ing parts not to be dyed. [Javanese 
’mbatik drawing] 

bat'ing, prep. Except, [part, of bate1] 

batiste' (-est), n. & a. (Of) fine light fabric 
like cambric in texture. [F, f. Baptiste of 
Cambrai, first maker] 

11 bat'man, n. (mil.). An officer’s servant, 
so bat’woman; (orig.) one who looked after 
a baggage animal, [bat- 1 

bat'on, n., & v.t. Staff of office, esp. 
Marshal’s ~; constable’s truncheon (vb, 
strike with this); wooden tube carried 
in relay race; (Her.) truncheon in shield 
(~ sinister, badge of bastardy); (Mus.) 
conductor’s wand for beating time. [F 
baton ] 

batra'chian (-k-), a. & n. Of frogs; (one) 
of the Batrachia, or animals that discard 
gills & tail. [f. Gk batrakheios (batrakhos 
frog) + -an ] 

battal'ion (-yon), n. Large body of men 
in battle array (God is for the big ~s, force 
prevails); unit of infantry composed of 
several companies & forming part of 
regiment or brigade, [f. F battaillon (now 
bata-) f. It. battaglione f. baltaglia battle 1 ] 

11 batt'els, n. pi. College account at Oxford 
for board & provisions supplied, or for all 
college expenses, [perh. f. obs. vb battle 
fatten f. obs. adj. battle nutritious cf. 
BATTEN4 ] 

batt'en1, n. Piece of square-sawn soft¬ 
wood timber 2 in. to 4 in. thick & 5 in. to 
8 in. wide; bar of wood used for clamping 
boards of door etc.; strip of wood carry¬ 
ing electric lamps; (Naut.) strip of wood 
nailed on spar to save rubbing, or secur¬ 
ing hatchway tarpaulin. Hence ~ing1(6) 
n. [var. of baton ] 

batt'en2, v.t. Strengthen with battens; 
(Naut.) ~ down, close the hatches (see 
batten1), [f. prec.] 

batt'en3, n. Bar in silk-loom striking in 
the weft. [f. F battant (battre strike, -ant) ] 

batt'en1, v.i. Feed gluttonously on, revel 
in, (often implying morbid taste); grow 
fat. [f. ON batna get better (bati advan¬ 
tage Cf. BETTER1, BOOT2); See -EN6] 

batt'er1, v.t. & i. Strike repeatedly so as 
to bruise or break (person, thing, or abs.; 
also with adw. about, down, in; & intr., 
~ at the door); operate against (walls etc.) 
with artillery; (fig.) handle severely 
(theories, persons); beat out of shape, 
indent; (Printing) deface (type) by use; 
—'ing-charge, full charge !of powder for 
cannon; •—ing-ram, swinging beam an¬ 
ciently used for breaching walls, some¬ 
times with ram’s-head end; '-'ing-trai.n, 
set of siege guns. [ME, f. bat- in OF batre 
(bat2) + -er5] 
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batt/er2, n. Mixture of ingredients beaten 
up with liquid for cooking; defect in 
printing-typo or stereotype plate. [ME 
batour, -oivre f. OF bat(e)ure beating] 

batt'er3, v.i., & n. (Have) receding slope 
from ground upwards (of walls narrower 
at top), [orig. unkn.] 

batt'ery, n. (Law) infliction of blows, or of 
the least menacing touch to clothes or 
person (esp. in phr. assault ct- ~); (Mil.) 
emplacement for one or more guns, 
artillery unit of guns & men & vehicles 
or horses consisting usu. of two sections 
& forming subdivision of regiment, 
(fig.) turn a man’s ~ against himself (in 
argument); (in various sciences & arts) 
set of similar or connected cells, instru¬ 
ments, or utensils (electric, galvanic, 
optical, cooking); series of nesting-boxes, 
cages, etc., in which laying hens are 
confined for intensive laying or poultry 
reared & fattened: hammered brass or 
copper vessels. [£. F balterie (batlre strike, 
& see -ery)] 

batt'ing, n. In vbl senses; also, cotton 
fibre prepared in sheets for quilts etc. 
[BAT2 +-ING1] 

bat'tle1, n. Combat, esp. between large 
organized forces (general’s ~, decided by 
strategy or tactics, soldier’s ~, by cour¬ 
age & skill; pitched~, fought by common 
consent; ~ royal, in which several com¬ 
batants or all available forces engage, 
free fight); victory (the ~ is to the strong, 
youth is half the ~); join, give, refuse, 
accept, offer, do, ~; ~-a,re, medieval 
weapon, (colloq.) formidable (usu. middle- 
-aged) woman; cruiser, heavy-gunned 
ship of higher speed & lighter armour 
than ~ ship; ~ dress, soldier’s etc. uni¬ 
form of belted blouse Sc trousers; —piece, 
picture or literary description of a ~- 
-scene; line of ~, troops or ships drawn 
up to fight; line-of-~ ship, (obs.) of 74 or 
more guns; (mod.), most heavily 
armed and armoured warship, designed 
to meet the most powerful ships in 
[ME batayle f. OF bataille f. Rom. 
*baltalia f. LL battualia pi. gladiatorial 
exercises f. L battuere beat] 

bat'tle2, v.i. Struggle with or against 
(difficulties, the waves, etc.), [f. F batail- 
ler (bataille = prec.)] 

bat'tledore (-teld-), n. Wooden instru¬ 
ment like canoe paddle used in washing-, 
baking, etc.; wooden, stringed, or parch- 
mented bat used with shuttlecock in the 
game ~ <£• shuttlecock, [from 1440; perh. 
f. Pr. batedor beater (batre beat + -dor = 
-TOR)] 

bat'tlement (-tel-), n. (usu. in pi.). In¬ 
dented parapet (raised parts, cops or 
merlons-, gaps, embrasures or crenelles); 
parapet & enclosed roof. Hence ~ed2 a. 
[Eng. formation (+ -ment) on OF 
batailler, bateillier furnish with turrets of 
defence, also, furnish with ramparts or 
bastions (whence ME p.p. batayld)] 

battue (see Ap.), n. Driving of game by 
beaters to the sportsmen’s station; shoot¬ 
ing party on this plan; wholesale slaugh¬ 
ter. [F ] 

batt'y, a. (si.). Crazy, [f. BA^-b-Y2] 
bau'ble, n. Showy trinket; court fool’s 
emblem, a stick with ass-eared head 
carved on it; trifle, toy, thing of no 
worth. [ME babel, bdbullc, f. OF babel, 
baubcl child’s toy, of unkn. orig. ] 

baulk. Sec balk. 

baux'ite, n. (min.). Earthy compound 
containing varying proportions of alu¬ 
mina, the chief commercial source of 
aluminium, [f. Les Baux in France + - 
ITE1^)] 

baw'bee, n. (Sc.). Halfpenny, [f. name 
of the laird of Sillebawby, mint-master 
under James V] 

bawd, n. Procuress; obscene talk, [short¬ 
ened form of ME bawdstrot f. OF baude- 
strote, baudetrot female pander] 

bawd'ly, a. & n. Obscene (talk); ~y-house, 
brothel. Hence ~1ness n. [f. prec. ] 

bawl, v.t. & i. Say, speak, in a noisy way 
(often with out, also with at, against, etc.), 
[imit.; cf. med. L baulare bark, Icel. 
baula (Sw. bola) to low] 

II bawl'ey, n. (dial.). Fishing smack pecu¬ 
liar to Essex and Kentish coasts, [orig. 
unkn.] 

bawn, n. Court of a castle; cattlcfold. [f. 
Ir. bdbhun] 

bay1, n. Kind of tree or shrub; (pi.) 
wreath of its leaves worn by conquerors 
or poets, heroic or poetic fame; berry, 
a West Indian tree, (also) candleberry or 
its fruit; ~ rum, a perfume distilled from 
bayberry leaves, [f. OF bale f. L baca 
berry ] 

bay2, n. Part of sea filling wide-mouthed 
opening of land; recess in mountain 
range; Bay State, Massachusetts. [ME, 
f. OF bate f. Sp. bahia f. LL baia] 

bay3, n. Division of wall between columns 
or buttresses; recess (horse—, stall; sick- 
—, part of main deck used as hospital); 
space added to room by advancing win¬ 
dow from wall line (~ window, filling such 
space); (Mil.) passing-place in a trench; 
II railway platform having a cul-de-sac 
Sc acting as starting-point or terminus 
for a side-line, the cul-de-sac of such 
a platform, (~-line, side-line starting 
from this). [ME, f. OF baie f. baer to 
gape f. Rom. *batare] 

bay4, n. Bark of large dog, of hounds in 
pursuit, esp. the chorus raised as they 
draw close; (in phrr. lit. of hounds & 
quarry, fig. of persecutors & victim, ap¬ 
plied to the hunted animal) stand or be at, 
turn to, hold hounds etc. at, ~, show fight; 
(applied to hounds) hold or have at, bring 
or drive to, ~, come to close quarters 
with (quarry). [ME, f. (1) OF tenir a 
bay = It. tenere a bada hold agape or in 
suspense (see prec.) & (2) OF abai, in 
tenir a bay (mod. aux abois) f. bayer, foil. ] 
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bay5, v.i. & t. (Of large dogs) bark or howl; 

bark at, esp. ~ the moon. [ME, f. OF 

hayer (mod. aboyer) bark, (imit., of 
uncert. orig.), later infl. by bay1] 

bay6, a. & n. Reddish-brown (horse), [f. 
F bai t'. L badius] 

bayadere' (-dar), n. Hindu dancing-girl 

(esp. one attached to a S.-Indian temple); 

striped textile fabric. [F, f. Port. 
bailadeira ballet-dancer] 

Bay'ard, n. Chivalrous person. [French 

hero, ‘chevalier sans peur et sans re- 
proche’, 1475-1524] 

bay'onet1, n. Stabbing blade attachable 

to rifle-muzzle; the ~, or ~s, military 

force; (with prefixed number) so many 

infantry (cf. SABRE); Spanish ~, a plant, 

kind of yucca, [f. F baionnette perh. 

f. Bayonne as made or first used there ] 

bay'onet, v.t. Stab with bayonet; ~ into, 
coerce by military force (or fig. by 
pressure) into. [f. pree.] 

bayou (bl'u), n. Marshy offshoot of river 

in southern N. America. [Amer. F, cf. 

Choctaw bdyuk branch in a delta] 

bay-salt (sawlt), n. Salt in large crystals 

obtained by evaporation, [f. bay2] 

bazaar' (-zar), n. Oriental market; fancy 
fair in imitation of this, esp. sale of goods 

for charities, [f. Pers. bazar prob. through 
Turin & It. ] 

•bazook'a, n. Anti-tank rocket-gun. 

[U.S., f. arbitr. name of comical mus. 
instrument] 

bdell'Ium (d-), n. Balsam-bearing tree; 

its resin. [L, f. Gk bdellion trans. of Heb. 

b’dolakh of uncertain meaning (carbuncle 

or crystal or pearl) ] 

be (be, bi), v. substantive, copulative, & 

auxiliary (pres. ind.: am, pr. dm, am; 

art arch., pr. art, art; is, pr. iz; pi. are, 
pr. ar, ar, & be arch.; past ind.: 1 & 3 was, 
pr. woz, woz; 2 wast arch., pr. w6st, wost; 

pi. were, pr. wdr, war, wer; pres. subj. be; 
past subj. were, exc. 2 sing, wert arch., pr. 

wart, wert; imperat. be; part, being, pr. 

bc'Ing; p.p. been, pr. ben, bin; colloq. 

clipped forms’m = am, ’s = is, ’re = are. 
Isn’t, wasn’t, aren’t pi., weren’t, are 

legitimate in actual or printed talk; 

ain’t is colloq. for am not & vulg. for is 
or are not. 1. vb subst. Exist, occur, live, 

(often with there; Bod is, there is a Bod ;for 
the time being, temporarily; to be or not to 
be, see Kami. hi. i. 56—often joc. in trivial 

applications); remain, continue, (let it be, 
do not be long); (with adw. or adv. phrr.) 

occupy such a position, experience such 

a condition, have gone to such a place, 

busy oneself so, hold such a view, be 

bound for such a place, (is in the garden, 
has been to Rome, be off, how is he?, what 
are you at?, I am for tariff reform, for 
London); been colloq., called here, paid 

a visit, (has anyone been?, has not been for 
orders); been and, colloq. expletive of pro¬ 

test or surprise (you have been <£• moved 
my papers!); (with dat.) befall (woe is me). 

beach-la-mar 
2. vb cop. (With norms, adjj., or adj. 

phrr.) belong under such a description 

(I am a man, sick, of good courage); co¬ 

incide in identity with, amount to, cost, 

signify, (thou art the man, twice two is four, 
it is nothing to me, what are these pears?). 
3. vb aux. With p.p. of trans. vbs forming 

passives (this was done); with p.p. of some 
intr. vbs, as fall, come, grow, forming per¬ 

fects (the sun is set, Babylon is fallen); 
with prec. part. act. forming continuous 

tenses act. & pass, (he is building a house, 
the house was building); with pres. part, 

pass, forming continuous tenses pass. 

(the house was being built); with infin. 

expressing duty, intention, possibility, 

(I am to inform you, he is to be there, the 
house is to let, he is to be hanged, it was not 
to be found); were with infin. in hypotheses 

(if I were, or were I, to tell you). 4. Parts 
used as adjj., adw., nouns: may-be, per¬ 

haps, a possibility; the to-be, the future; 

might-have-beens, past possibilities; would- 
-be, that yearns, or fancies himself, to be; 

be-all, whole being, essence, [f. four roots 

(1) Aryan es-, Gk, L, & Gmc es-, Skr. as-, 
to be; (2) Gmc *wes-, Skr. vas-, remain; (3) 

Skr. bhu-, Gk phu-, L fu-, Gmc *beo-, be¬ 

come ; (4) Gmc *ar- (f. or-) of unkn. orig. 

From(l) come am (cf. Gk esmi); from (2) 

come ivas, wast, wert, were; from (3) come 
be, being, been; from (4) come art, are] 

be- (bi-), pref. f. OE be-, weak or stressless 

form of prep. & adv. bi by, accented form 

of which appears in by-law, by-word, by¬ 
gone, etc. The orig. meaning was about, 
the various developments of which may 
be seen in the following groups of uses. 

1. Adding notion of all over, all round, to 

trans. vb, as beset, besmear. 2. Adding 

notion of thoroughness, excess, to trans. 

vb, as bedrug, bescorch. 3. Making intr. 

vbs trans., as bemoan, bestraddle. 4. 

Forming trans. vbs = to make from adjj. 
& nouns, as befoul, bedim, bebishop. 5. 

Making trans. vbs = to call so <£■ so from 

nouns, as bedevil, bemadam. 6. Making 

trans. vbs = to surround with, to affect 
with, to treat in the manner of, from nouns, 

as becloud, beguile, befriend. 7. Malting 

adjj. in -ED2, from nouns, as bewigged, 
beflagged, (usu. with some contempt). 

beach1, n. Water-worn pebbles or sand; 

sea-shore covered with these; shore be¬ 

tween high & low water mark; ~ -comber, 
white man in Pacific Islands etc. who 

lives by collecting jetsam, longshore 

vagrant; ~-head, fortified position estab¬ 

lished on~ by landing forces [after bridge- 
-head]; master, officer superintending 

disembarkation of troops; ~-rest, chair- 

-back for sitting against on ~. [16th e. 

beach, bache, of unkn. orig. ] 

beach2, v.t. Rim (ship, boat) ashore, haul 

up. [f. prec. ] 

II beach-la-m£r' (-lah-), n. Jargon Eng¬ 

lish used in Western Pacific, [corrupt, f. 

Port, biclio do mar bUche-de-mer] 
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beac'on1, n. Signal, signal-fire on pole or 
hill; signal station; conspicuous hill (in 
names); lighthouse; guide or warning; 
belisha [OE bcacn, OS bokan, OHG 
bouhhan f. \VG *bauJcn-, cf. beckon] 

beac'on2, v.t. Give light to, guide; supply 
(district) with beacons, [f. prec.] 

bead1, n. 1. (Orig.) prayer. 2. Small per¬ 
forated ball for threading with others on 
string, used in counting one’s prayers (tell 
one’s ~s); the same used for ornament; 
drop of liquid, bubble; small knob in fore¬ 
sight of gun (draw a ~ on, take aim at); 
(Archit.) moulding like a bead series, or 
small one of semicircular section; ~-roll, 
list of names, long series, (orig. of persons 
to be prayed for); pensioner 
bound to pray for benefactor, almsman. 
[ME bede (f. ibede, OE gebed prayer), OS 
beda, OHG beta, Goth, bida, f. Gmc 
*beth- see bid1] 

bead2, v.t. & i. Furnish with beads; string 
together; form or grow into beads, [f. 
prec.] 

bead'ing, n. In vbl senses; also, a bead 

moulding, [bead1; see -ing1] 

II bea'dle, n. Ceremonial officer of church, 
college, city company, etc.; parish officer 
appointed by vestry; (Sc.) church officer 
attending on the minister. Hence ~Ship 

(-dels-) n. [(a) ME budel, bidel f. OE bydel 
= OHG butil f. WG“bviliilaz (see bid1); 

superseded by (b) ME bedel, f. OF bedel 
(med. L bedellus, bidellus) f. same Gmc 
source] 

bea'dledom (-deld-), n. Stupid officious¬ 
ness. [-DOM] 

bead'y, a. (Of eyes) small & bright; 
covered with beads or drops, [bead x] 

bea'gle, n. The smallest English hound, 
used for hare hunting when field follows 
on foot; spy etc.; beagling, hunting with 
~s. [ME, perh. f. OF M-gucule open 
throat (bier gape)] 

beak1, n. Bird’s bill (esp. in birds of prey, 
& when strong & hooked); similar man¬ 
dible-end of other animals, as turtle; 
hooked nose; protection at prow of 
ancient warship; spout. Hence ~ed2 

(-kt) a. [ME bee, bek f. OF bee f. pop. L 
beccu.s of Gaulish origin ] 

II beak2,n.(si.). Magistrate; schoolmaster, 
[orig. unkn. ] 

beak'er, n. Large drinking-cup; lipped 
glass vessel for scientific experiments; 
tall wide-mouthed pottery drinking- 
-vessel found in Bronze Age graves (~- 
■folk, -people) [ME biker f. ON bikarr — 
OS bikeri, OHG behhari, f. Gmc *bikar- 
jam, f. med. L bicarium perh. f. Gk bikos 
drinking bowl. See pitcher] 

beam1, n. Long piece of squared timber 
supported at both ends; cylinder in 
loom on which warp, cloth, is wound; 
chief timber of plough; bar of balance 
(kick ihe~, prove the lighter, be defeated); 
shank of anchor: lever in engine con¬ 
necting piston-rod & crank; (pi.) hori¬ 

zontal cross-timbers of ship supporting 
deck & joining sides (starboard, port, 
~, right & left sides, as land on port ~ 
etc.); = ship’s breadth (on her <■—ends, on 
her side, almost capsizing, in danger, at 
a loss); ray or pencil of light, or of electric 
radiation (~ system, wireless telegraphy 
in which transmission in a particular 
direction is achieved by reflecting a short- 
-wave ~ from a parabolic arrangement 
of wires charged with static electricity); 
radiance, bright look, smile. [OE beam 
tree, OS bom, OHG bourn f. WG *baumaz; 
cf. ON balhmr, Goth, bagms] 

beam2, v.t. & i. Emit (light, affection, 
etc.); shine; smile radiantly. Hence 
~'ing2 a. [f. prec.] 

beam'y, a. Radiant (rare); (poet., of 
spears etc.) huge; broad (of ships). 
[BEAM1, -y2] 

bean, n. (Kinds of leguminous plants 
bearing) smooth kidney-shaped seed in 
long pods; similar seed of other plants, 
as coffee; coin (si.; I haven’t a ~, I’m 
stony-broke); full of ~s, ~-fed, in high 
spirits; II old ~; give one ~s (si.), punish 
or scold him; spill1 the ~s. [OE bean, 
OS, OHG bona, ON baun, f. Gmc 
*baund] 

II bean-feast, bean'5 (si., pi. -os), n. 
Employer’s annual dinner to workpeople, 
fete, merry time. [f. prec. (beans & bacon 
being orig. considered an indispensable 
dish)] 

bear1 (bar), n. Heavy partly carnivorous 
thick-furred plantigrade quadruped; 
rough unmannerly person, whence ~'- 
ish 1 a., ~'ishNESS n.; Great Little, B~, 
northern constellations; (St. Exch.) 
speculator for a fall, one who sells stock 
for future delivery hoping to buy it cheap 
meanwhile, & therefore tries to bring 
prices down (cf. bull, & see foil.); heavy 
pnnching-machine; ~’s-breech, acanthus; 
~’s-foot, kinds of hellebore; garden, 
scene of tumult; ~’s-grease, pomade; 
~’skin, (wrap etc.) of ~’s skin. Guards’ 
tall furry cap; ~'leader, travelling tutor. 
[OE bera, OHG bero, f. YVG *beron] 

bear2 (bar), v.i. & t., & n. (St. Exch.). 
Speculate for a fall; produce fall in price 
of (stocks etc.); (n.) this operation, [f. 
prec., perh. w. ref. to selling the bear’s 
skin before killing the bear] 

bear3 (bar), v.t. & i. (bore, borne or born, 
see belowf). 1. Carry (poet, or formal, 
exc. in the senses or contexts following); 
~ or ~ away, win (the palm, bell, prize); 
carry visibly, show, be known by, (ban¬ 
ner, device, arms, the marks of, name, 
relation or ratio to; ~ oneself well etc., 
behave); bring at need (~ witness, com¬ 
pany; ~ a hand, help); wield (office, 
rule); carry internally (~ a grudge; ~ in 
mind, remember); wear (~ arms, the 
su-ord); ~ out, confirm; be borne away (by 
external force or influence, or internal 
impulse); is borne in upon one, becomes 
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one’s conviction. 2. Sustain (weight, 
responsibility, cost; ~ a part in, share); 
stand (test etc.), endure (grin <£• ~ it), 
tolerate, put up with (cannot ~ him), 
whence ~'able a.; be capable of up¬ 
holding weight (ice ~s); be fit for (his 
language won't ~ repeating); ~ with, treat 
forbearingly; ~ up, (trans.) uphold, 
(intr.) not despair; borne on the books of, 
paid by. 3. Thrust, strive, apply weight, 
tend, (~ down, overthrow; ~ hard on, 
oppress; ~ upon, be relevant to; bring to 
~, apply; ~ to the right, away, off, incline; 

down, swoop; ~ up, keep ship farther 
away from wind; ~ up for, change ship’s 
course so as to sail towards). 4. Produce, 
yield, give birth to. tThe p.p. is borne, 
exc. that born is used in pass, parts re¬ 
ferring to human & other mammal birth; 
even then borne is used before by with the 
mother (has borne a child; born 1901; born 
of, borne by, Eve). [OE, OS, OHG beran, 
ON bera, Goth, bairan, f. Gmc *ber-, 
Aryan *bher- (L ferre, Gk pherein)] 

beard \ n. Hair of lower face (excluding 
usu. the moustache, & occas. the whis¬ 
kers); chin tuft of animals; gills of 
oyster; attachment threads of some 
shellfish; beak-bristles of birds; awn of 
grasses; old-man’s ~, = traveller’s joy. 
Hence ~'ed2, ~'less, aa., ~'lessxEss n. 
[OE beard, OHG barl f. WG *bardaz\ 

beard2, v.t. Oppose openly, defy, (~ the 
lion in his den), [f. prec. ] 

bear'er (bar-), n. Person or thing that 
carries; part-carrier of coffin; (India) 
palanquin-carrier, body-servant; native 
carrier; bringer of letters or message, 
presenter of cheque; (with adj. good etc.) 
plant etc. that produces wrell etc.; ~ 
company (Mil.), medical unit organized to 
tend & bring in wounded on field service. 
[bear3+-er1] 

bear'ing (bar-), n. In vbl senses; also or 
esp.: outward behaviour; heraldic charge 
or device; relation, aspect, (consider it in 
all its ~s; what is the ~ of this on the argu¬ 
ment?); (pi.) parts of machine that bear 
the friction; compass direction in which 
a place etc. lies, (pi.) relative position 
(have lost my ~s, do not know where I 
am); ~-rein, fixed rein from bit to saddle, 
forcing horse to arch its neck, [bear3, 

ing1] 
beast, n. Animal; quadruped; (Farming) 
bovine animal, esp. fatting-cattle (collect, 
pi. beast); animal for riding or driving; 
brutal man; person whom one dislikes; 
The B~, Antichrist; the ~, the animal 
nature in man. [ME, f. OF beste f. Rom. 
besta f. L beslia] 

beast'liness, n. Gluttony, drunkenness, 
obscenity; disgusting food or drink, [f. 
foll.l 

beast'ly1, a. Like a beast or its ways: 
unfit for human use, dirty; (colloq.) un¬ 
desirable. [-by1] 

beast'ly2, adv. (si.). (Intensifying adjj. 

beau 
& advv. used in bad sense; cf. jolly) very, 

regrettably, (~ drunk, wet; raining ~ 
hard). [-LY2] 

beat1, v.t. & i. (past beat; p.p. beaten, but 
beat in dead-beat, often in sense surpassed. 
Sc occas. in other senses). Strike re¬ 
peatedly (t. & i.; ~ the breast, in mourn¬ 
ing ; ~ black & blue, bruise; ~ the air, 
strive in vain; ~ at door, knock loudly; 
~ path, make it by trampling), inflict 
blows on, (of sun, rain, wind) strike (upon 
something, or abs.); ~ up, ~ (person) 
severely; overcome, surpass (~ hollow, 
easily; ~ person to it, get there first, lit. 
& fig.; ~s cockfight ing, is extremely ex¬ 
hilarating), be too hard for, perplex; move 
up & down (t. & i. of wings); move rhyth¬ 
mically (heart etc. ~s, ~ time, seconds, 
etc.); (Phys. etc.) create pulsation (see 
foil.); shift, drive, alter, deform, by blows 
(~ down, back, away, off; ~ in, crush; ~ 
down price or seller, cheapen or bargain 
with; ~ up eggs etc., reduce to froth, 
powder, paste; ~ or ~ out metal, forge); 
(Naut.) ~ up, about, strive, tack, against 
wind; strike (bushes, water) to rouse 
game (~ about the bush, approach subject 
slowly, shilly-shally; ~ up recruits etc., 
collect; ~ up the quarters of, visit; ~ one’s 
brains, search for ideas; |1 ~ the bounds, 
mark parish boundaries by striking 
certain points with rods); play on drum 
(~ a parley, a retreat, propose terms, 
retire); it (si.), go away. [OE beatan, 
OHG bozan, ON bauta, f. Gmc * bant an] 

beat2, n. Stroke on drum, signal so 
given; movement of conductor’s baton; 
measured sequence of strokes or sounds; 
throbbing; (Phys. etc.) pulsation due to 
combination of two sounds or electric 
currents of (slightly) different frequencies; 
sentinel’s or constable’s appointed course; 
one’s habitual round; sportsman’s range, 
[f. prec.] 

beat'en, a. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
worn hard, trite; shaped by the hammer; 
exhausted, dejected, [p.p. of beat1] 

beat'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: man em¬ 
ployed to rouse game; implement for 
beating fiat, [beat 1 + -er 1 ] 

beatif'ic, a. Making blessed, [f. F beati- 
flque or L bealificus (beatus p.p. of beare 
bless, & see -fic)] 

beatifica'tion, n. Making or being 
blessed; (R.-C. Ch.) first step to canoniza¬ 
tion, announcement that dead person is 
in bliss. [F, or f. LL beatificatio (prec., 
-ation)] 

beat'Ify, v.t. Make happy; (R.-C. Ch.) 
announce as in prec. [f. F beatifier or LL 
beatificare (prec., -fy)] 

beat'ing, n. In vbl senses; esp.: a chas¬ 
tisement ; a defeat, [f. beat 1 ] 

beat'itude, n. Blessedness; (pi.) the 
blessings in Mall. v. 3-11. [F, or f. L beati¬ 
tude (beatus see beatific, -tude)] 

beau (bo), n. (pl.~x, pr. boz). Fop, dandy; 
lady’s-man, admirer. [F] 
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Beauf'ort scale (bof-), n. Scale of wind 
velocity ranging from 0 (calm) to 12-17 
(hurricane; 75 miles an hour or over). 
[Sir F. Beaufort, English admiral (d. 
1857)] 

bean geste (bozhGst'), n. A display of 
magnanimity. [F] 

beau ide'al (bo), n. One’s highest type of 
excellence or beauty. [F (-6al), = the 
ideal Beautiful (often misconceived in E 
as a beautiful ideal); see beau & ideal a.] 

beau intrude (see Ap.), n. Fashionable 
society. [F] 

Beaune (bon), n. A red Burgundy, [place] 
beaut'eous (bu-)> a. (poet.). Beautiful. 

[ME beaute beauty+ -ous; cf. plenteous] 
beaut'iful (bu-), a. Delighting the eye or 
ear, gratifying any taste, (~ face, voice, 
poem, picture, soup, batting); morally or 
intellectually impressive, charming, or 
satisfactory (~ patience, organization, 
specimen). Hence ~ly 2 adv. [beauty+ 
-ful] 

beaut'ifly (bu-), v.t. Make beautiful; 
adorn. Hence ^Ieu1 (1, 2) n. [beauty + 
-FY] 

beaut'y (bu-), n. Combination of qualities, 
as shape, proportion, colour, in human 
face or form, or in other objects, that de¬ 
lights the sight (~ is but skin deep, one 
cannot judge by appearances); combined 
qualities delighting the other senses, the 
moral sense, or the intellect; a ~, beauti¬ 
ful person or thing (often ironical), ex¬ 
ceptionally good specimen (here is a ~); 
beautiful women; a beautiful trait or 
feature, ornament, (that’s the ~ of it, the 
particular point that gives satisfaction); 
~ parlour (orig. U.S.), establishment in 
which the art or trade of face-massage, 
face-lifting, applying cosmetics, etc. is 
carried on, whence ‘beauti'ciAN (bii-) n., 
one who runs a ~ parlour; ~-sleep, before 
midnight; <—spot, small patch placed on 
lady’s face as foil to complexion, beautiful 
scene. [ME beaute etc. f. OF f. Rom, 
*bellilatem f. L bettus pretty; see -ty] 

beaux yeux (bozydF), n. For the ~ of, 
just to gratify (person). [F, = fine eyes] 

beav'er1, n. Amphibious broad-tailed 
soft-furred rodent, building huts & 
dams; its fur; hat of this. [OE beofor, 
MDu. bever, OHG biber, ON bjdrr, f. 
Gmc *bebruz, cogn. w. L fiber ] 

beav'er2, n. Lower face-guard of helmet. 
[ME & OF baviere bib (have saliva)] 

beav'erteen, n. Cotton twilled cloth with 
pile of loops, [f. beaver1 after velveteen] 

*beb'6p, n. Kind of jazz music, [imit. ] 
becall' (-kawl), v.t. (arch, or vulg.). Call 
(person) names. [be-(2)] 

becalm' (-ahm), v.t. 1. Make calm (sea 
etc.). 2. Deprive (ship) of wind. [(1) be- 

(2) + CALM V., (2) BE-(6) +CALM n.] 

became. See become. 

because' (-6z, -awz), adv. & conj. For 
the reason (that Sc clause, arch.); by 
reason, on account, (of & noun); for the 

bed 

reason that, inasmuch as, since, [by 

prep. + cause n., after OF par cause de; 
the conj. use arises by omission of that] 

beccaflc'o (-fe-), n. (pi. -os). Small 
migrant bird eaten in Italy. [It. (beccare 
peck + fico fig)] 

be'chamel (b6sh-), n. Kind of white 
sauce, [inventor’s name] 

bSche-de-mer (see Ap.), n. Sea-slug, a 
Chinese dainty. [quasi-F of Eng. orig., 
alt. from biche de mer f. Pg. bicho do mar, 
lit. sea-worm] 

II beck1, n. Brook, mountain stream, (in 
northern England). [ME, f. ON bekkr 
cogn. w. OHG bah] 

beck2, n. Significant gesture, nod, etc.; 
the order implied (have at one’s ~, be at 
person’s ~ & call, of entire dominion & 
obedience), [f. foil.] 

beck3, v.t. & i. (poet.). Make mute signal, 
signal mutely to. [f. dial, beck v., short¬ 
ened f. BECKON] 

beck'et, n. (naut.). Contrivance for se¬ 
curing loose ropes, tackle, or spars, (rope- 
-loop, hook, bracket, etc.), [orig. unkn.] 

beck'on, v.t. & i. Summon, call attention 
of, by gesture; make mute signal (to 
person). [OE biecnan, becnan, OS bole- 
nian, OHG bouhhanjan f. WG *bauknjan 
f. baukn- beacon] 

becloud', v.t. Cover with clouds; ob¬ 
scure. [BE-(6) + CLOUD n.] 

becom|e' (-um), v.i. & t. (-came, -come). 
Come into being; what has ~e of (hap¬ 
pened to) him?; (copulative) begin to be 
(followed by n., adj., or adj. phr.); suit, 
befit, adorn, look well on, whence ~'ing2 

a., ~'IngLY2 adv., ~'lngNESS n., (-kh-). 
[OE becuman (be-+cuman come) arrive, 
attain, = OHG biquiman, Goth, biqi- 
man] 

Becquerel rays (bfik'rel raz), n. pi. Rays 
emitted by radio-active substances (now 
usu. called alpha, beta, gamma, rays). 
[A. H. Becquerel, French physicist (d. 
1878)] 

bed1, n. 1. Thing to sleep on, mattress 
(feather ~ etc.), frame-work with mattress 
& coverings; animal’s resting place, lit¬ 
ter ; (elliptical for) use of ~, being in ~; 
~ & board, entertainment, connubial re¬ 
lations ; narrow ~, the grave; ~ of down, 
flowers, roses, easy position; ~ of sickness, 
invalid state; brought <o~, in child-birth, 
of child or abs.; die in one’s ~, of natural 
causes; go to ~, retire for the night (im- 
perat., si., cease talking etc.); take to, 
keep, one’s ~, become, be, ill; make the ~, 
arrange the coverings; lie in the ~ one 
has made, take consequences of one’s 
acts; got out of ~ on wrong side, is bad- 
-tempered for the day; chamber (arch, 
exc. of royal, as Groom, Lady, etc., of 
the ~chamber), ~room; ~ -clothes, sheets, 
pillows, etc., of ~; fellow, sharer of 
~, (fig.) associate; ~-jacket (for sitting up 
in ~); —key, wrench for (un)fastening — 
stead; —lift, appliance for raising invalid 
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to sitting position; \\—'maker, man tend¬ 
ing college rooms at Oxf. & Camb.; — 
-pan, invalid’s chamber utensil for use in 
~; —'post, upright support of ~ (in 
twinkling of —post, prob. transf. f. ~- 
-staff, loose cross-piece of old -~steads 
often used as handy weapon; between you 
& me & the —post, in confidence); ~'- 
-rid(den), confined to ~ by infirmity, de¬ 
crepit. [OE bedreda (rida rider), -en by 
confusion w. p.p.]; —'room, for sleeping 
in; —'side, side of esp. invalid’s ~ (good 
reside manner, of tactful doctors); ~- 
-sitting room, (colloq.) ~-sitter, combined 
~room & sitting room; -’sore, developed 
in invalid by lying in ~; spread, 
coverlet; stead, framework of ~; 
—'straiv, herbaceous plant onco used as 
straw for ~s, esp. (Our) Lady’s —straw; 
—'tick, quadrangular bag holding feathers 
etc. for ~; —'time, hour for going to ~. 
2. Flat base on which anything rests; 
—plate, metal plate forming base of 
machine; garden plot filled with plants, 
swamp with osiers; bottom of sea, river, 
etc. (—rock, solid rock underlying 
alluvial deposits etc., fig. ultimate facts 
or principles of a theory, character, etc.); 
foundation of road or railway; slates etc. 
of billiard table; central part of gun- 
-carriage; stratum; layer of oysters etc. 
[OE bed(d), OS bed, beddi, OHG belli, 
Goth, badi f. Gmc *badjam] 

bed2, v.t. & i. (-dd-). Put or go to bed 
(poet, or arch. exc. of horses etc.); plant 
(esp. ~ out); cover up or fix firmly in 
something; arrange as, be or form, a 
layer, [f. prec.] 

bedab'ble, v.t. Stain, splash, with dirty 
liquid, blood, etc. [be-(1)+dabble] 

bedad', int. (Irish etc. for) by gad1. 
bedaub', v.t. Smear with paint etc.; be¬ 
dizen. [BE-(l) + DAUB V.] 

bedd'er, n. In vbl senses; also, plant 
suited for flower-bed. [-ER1] 

bedd'ing, n. In vbl senses; also: mat¬ 
tress, bedclothes, etc.; litter for cattle; bot¬ 
tom layer ; (Geol.stratification, [-ing1 ] 

bedeck', v.t. Adorn. [be-(1)+deck v.] 
bed'eguar (-gar), n. Mosslike excrescence 
on rose-bush produced by insect’s punc¬ 
ture. [f. F bideguar f. Pers. badawar 
wind-brought] 

I! bed'el(l) (or bedel'), n. Official at Oxf. & 
Camb. with duties chiefly processional. 
[= BEADLE] 

bedev'il, v.t. (-11-, -1-). Treat with dia¬ 
bolical violence or abuse; possess, be¬ 
witch ; spoil, confound; call devil, [be- 
(5, 6) + devil n.] 

bedev'ilment, n. Possession by devil; 
maddening trouble, confusion, [prec. + 
-MENT] 

bedew', v.t. Cover with drops, sprinkle. 
[be-(6)+dew] 

bedight' (-it), v.t. (past & p.p. bedight). 
Array, adorn, (arch.; usu. in p.p.). 
[BE-(l) + DIGHT] 

bedim', v.t. (-mm-). Make (eyes, mind) 
dim. [be-(4) -f dim a,.] 

bediz'en, v.t. Dress out gaudily. [be-(2) 
-f- DI ZEN j 

bed'lam, n. (B-) hospital of St Mary of 
Bethlehem used as lunatic asylum; any 
madhouse; scene of uproar, [f. Bethlehem; 
hospital founded as priory 1247, con¬ 
verted to asylum 1547] 

bed'lamite, n. & a. Lunatic, [-ite1 (1)] 
Bed'lington, n. (Also ~ terrier) short- 
-haired, narrow-headed sporting terrier. 
[~ in Northumberland] 

bed'ouin (-db-; or -en), n. (pi. same) & a. 
(Arab) of the desert, wandering; gipsy. 
[ME bedoyn f. OF beduin f. Arab, badawin 
pi. of badawiy dweller in the desert 
(badw desert); -n is prop, the pi. sign] 

bedrab'bled (-Id), a. Dirty with rain & 
mud. [be-(1), & see drabble] 

bedrag'gle, v.t. Wet (dress etc.) by trail¬ 
ing it, or so that it trails or hangs limp. 
[be-(1) + draggle] 

bee, n. Four-winged stinging social insect 
(queen, drones, & workers) producing 
wax & honey; allied insects (humble, 
mason, carpenter, etc., ~); poet; busy 
worker; meeting for combined work or 
amusement (chiefly U.S., exc. spelling-—); 
have a — in one’s bonnet, be obsessed on 
some point; <—bread, (honey &) pollen 
used as food by ~s; —-eater, kinds of 
foreign bird; ~htve; —-line, straight be¬ 
tween two places; —-master, -mistress, 
keepers of ~s; ~ orchis, with ~-shaped 
flowers; II —-skep, straw hive; —s'wax, 
secreted by ~s as comb material, (v.t.) 
polish with this. [OE bco, OHG bia, ON 
bit f. Gmc *bion, cogn. w. OHG bini (G 
biene) ] 

beech, n. Smooth-barked glossy-leaved 
mast-bearing forest tree; its wood; ~- 
-fern, kind of polypody; ~ marten, (also 
stone marten) white-breasted marten 
found in S. Europe; —'mast, fruit of 
~. Hence ~'en5 a. [OE bdece, bece f. 
Gmc *bokjbn, also *bokci-, whence OE 
hoc (cf. buckmast, buckwheat), ON bok, 
OHG bvohha] 

beef, n. (pi. -res), & v.i. 1. Flesh of ox, bull, 
or cow; (in men) size, muscle; (usu. pi.) 
ox(en), esp. fattened, or their carcasses; 
II —'eater, yeoman of guard, warder of 
Tower of London, (f. obs. sense well-fed 
menial); ~ lea, stewed~ juice for invalids; 
~STEAK; —-wood, red timber of various 
trees. 2. v.i. *(sl.). Complain. [ME boef, 
beef f. OF boefl. L bovem nom. bos ox] 

beef'ly, a. Like beef; solid, muscular; 
stolid. Hence ~1NESS n. [-Y2] 

Beel'zebub, n. The Devil; a devil. [OE, 
ME, f. L (Vulg.) f. Gk bcelzeboub f. Heb. 
ba'alz’bub fly-lord] 

been. See be. 
beer1, n. Alcoholic liquor from fermented 
malt etc. flavoured with hops etc., in¬ 
cluding ale (pale) & porter (dark); 
other fermented drinks, as nettle 
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ginger—; small ~, (lit.) weak (fig.) 
triflingmatters (think no small of, have 
high opinion of); ~-engine, for drawing ~ 
at a distance; II ~'house, licensed for ~, 
not spirits; \\~-money, servant’s allowance 
in lieu of ~; —pull, handle of —engine. 
[OE beor, MDu. ber, OHG bior, com.- 
WG, whence prob. ON bjorr] 

beer2, n. One of the ends (so many 
threads) into which a warp is divided. 
[= bier, cf. porter in same sense in Scot¬ 
land] 

beer'y, a. Of, like, beer; esp., betraying 
influence of beer. [-Y2] 

bees'tings (-z), n. pi. First milk after 
calving. [OE bysting f. OE beost (obs. 
beest), OHG biost, of unkn. orig. ] 

bees'wing (-z-), n. Second crust in long- 
-kept port; old wine, [bee wing, from 
its filmy look] 

beet, n. Two plants with succulent root, 
red ~ used for salad, white ~ for making 
sugar; *~root; || ~'root, root of ~. [OE 
bete, LG beete, OHG bieza, WG f. L beta] 

bee'tle1, n., & v.t. Tool with heavy head 
& handle for ramming, crushing, smooth¬ 
ing, etc. (vb, beat with this); three-man ~, 
requiring three to lift it; —brain etc., 
blockhead. [OE bleiel f. Gmo *bautilaz 
f. bautan beat1; see -le(1)] 

bee'tle2, n. Insect having upper wings 
converted to hard wing-cases (pop. only 
of tho black & large varieties, also 
wrongly of insects like them, as the bladc- 
— or cockroach); short-sighted person 
(cf. ~-eyed, blind as a ~); crusher, 
large boot or foot. [OE bitula biter f. 
bitan bite1] 

bee'tle,3 a. Projecting, shaggy, scowling, 
(~ brows, ~-browed). [prob. f. prec. w. 
ref. to tufted antennae of some beetles] 

bee'tle4, v.i. Overhang (of brows, cliffs), 
hang threateningly (of fate etc.), [f. 
prec. ] 

beeves. See beef. 

beez'er, n. (si.). Nose. [orig. unkn.] 
befall' (-awl), v.t. & i. (-fell, -fallen). 
Happen; happen to (person etc.). [OE 
befeallan f. be-(2)+feallan fail; cf. OS, 
OHG bifaUan] 

befit', v.t. (-tt-). Suit, be fitted for; bo 
incumbent on; be right for. Hence~t'iNG2 
a., ■-'t'ingLY2 adv. [be-(2) +fit v. ] 

befog', v.t. (-gg-). Envelop in fog; ob¬ 
scure. [be-(6)+FOG2 n.] 

befool', v.t. Dupe. [be-(5)+FOOL1 n.] 
before', adv., prep., & conj. 1. adv. 
Ahead (go ~); on the front (~ <(; behind); 
previous to time in question, already, in 
the past, (long ~). 2. prep. In front of 
(~ the mast, of common sailors berthed 
forward), ahead of; under the impulse of 
(~ the wind, recoil ~, carry all ~ you); in 
presence of (appear ~ judge, bow ~ 
authority; ~ God = as God sees me; the 
question ~ us); awaiting (world all ~ 
them); earlier than (~ Christ, usu. abbr. 
B.C., appended to dates reckoned back- 

begin 

wards from birth of Christ); this side 
the coming of (future event); farther on 
than; rather than (would die ~ lying). 
3. conj. Previous to the time when; 
rather than (would die ~ I lied). [OE 
beforan (be-+foran adv. f. Gmc *fora 
FOR)] 

before'hand (-rh-), adv. In anticipation, 
in readiness; be ~ with, anticipate, fore¬ 
stall ; ~ with the world, having money in 
hand. [ME, orig. two wds; cf. L prae 
many, manibus at hand] 

befoul', v.t. Make foul (lit. or fig.); ~ 
one’s own nest. [be-(4) +foul] 

befriend' (-rend), v.t. Help, favour. 
[BE-(6) + FRIEND n. ] 

beg, v.t. & i. (-gg-). Ask for (food, money, 
etc.); (abs.) ask alms; ask (for alms etc.); 
live by alms; (of dog) sit up with forepaws 
raised expectantly; ask earnestly or 
humbly (thing, for thing, of person, per¬ 
son to do, of person to do, that something 
may be done); (in formal & courteous 
phrr.) ~ pardon, leave; ~ off, get (person) 
excused penalty etc.; ~ to do, take leave 
to do, take the liberty of doing, (Z ~ to 
differ, enclose, announce, etc.); ~ the 
question, assume the truth of matter in 
dispute; go (a-)begging, (of situations, 
opportunities, etc.) find no accepter, 
[of uncert. orig.; perh. shortened f. F 
btguiner be a beghard or biiguin, lay 
brother of mendicant order named f. 
Lambert Begue] 

begad', int. = by God (in fam. speech), 
began'. See begin. 

beget' (-g-), v.t. (-tt-, -got, arch.-gat, 
-gotten). Procreate (usu. of father, some¬ 
times of father & mother, cf. bear3); give 
rise to, occasion. Hence ~t,ER1 n. [OE 
begitan; see be-(2) & get; cf. Goth. 
bigitan] 

begg'arl, n. One who begs; one who lives 
by begging; poor man or woman (~s 
must not be choosers, must take what i3 

offered); (depreciatingly) fellow; (play¬ 
fully) little ~, youngster etc.; a good ~ 
(= begger), good at collecting for chari¬ 
ties etc. [perh. = beghard see beg & -ard] 

begg'ar2, v.t. Reduce to poverty; out¬ 
shine, reduce to silence (~ description); 
—my-neighbour, card game, [f. prec. ] 

begg'arlly, a. Indigent; intellectually 
poor; mean, sordid. Hence ~1iness n. 
[BEGGAR1 +-LY1] 

begg'ary, n. Extreme poverty. [-Y1] 

begin' (-g-), v.t. & i. (-nn-, began, begun). 
Commence (to do, doing, work, etc., or 
abs.; in pass, sense either it has begun to 
be done, or it has been begun); be the first 
to do something; take the first step (~ to 
colloq., appear likely ever to, make any 
attempt to); start speaking; ~ at, start 
from; ~ with, take first; to ~ icith, in the 
first place; ~ upon, set to work at; come 
into being, arise; have its commencement, 
nearest boundary, etc. (at some point in 
space or time); ~ the world, start in life. 
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[OE beginnan, OS, OHG biginnan, WG 
f. bi- be +Gmc *-ginnan, of uukn. orig. ] 

beginn'er(-g-), n. Invblsenses; also, tiro. 
[-ER1] 

begmn'ing (-g-), n. In vbl senses; also or 
esp.: time at which anything begins; 
source, origin; first part; the ~ of the end, 
first clear sign of final result. [-ING1 (1)] 

begfM' (-g-), v.t. (-irt). Gird round or 
encircle. [be-(1)4-gird1] 

begone' (-awn, -bn), vb imperat. = bo 
gone (moro peremptory than go). 

begon'ia, n. Kinds of plant with coloured 
perianths but no petals. [Michel Began 
(d. 1710), -ia1] 

begor'ra, int. (Irish corruption of) by 
God! 

begdt'(ten). See beget. 

begrime', v.t. Soil deeply. [be-(0) + 
grime ] 

begrudge', v.t. Feel or show dissatisfac¬ 
tion at (thing), envy (one) the possession 
of. [be-(2)+grudge v.] 

beguille' (-gil), v.t. Delude; cheat (person 
of, out of, or into doing); charm, amuse; 
divert attention from (toil, passage of 
time). Hence ~'ER1,~e,MENT (-gilm-), nn. 
[be-(2) -fobs, vb guile, see guile] 

begtiinage (bbg'inahzh), n. House of 
beguines. [foil. + -AGE ] 

bSg'uine (-gen), n. Member of Nether¬ 
lands lay sisterhood not bound by vows. 
[Lambert Bigue, founder 1180] 

beg'um, n. Mohammedan princess or 
lady of high rank. [Hind, begam f. East 
Turk, biglm fern, of big prince (bey)] 

begun'. See begin. 

behalf' (-ahf), n. (Only in phrr. ‘on or in 
my etc. ‘on or in-’s ~’, ‘on or in ~ 
of -’) on the part of, on account of, 
(a person); in the interest of (person or 

principle etc.), [mixture of earlier phrr. 

on his halve & bihalve him, either — on his 

side; see half] 

behave', v.i. & refl. (Intr., usu. with adv.) 
conduct oneself, act, (rarely abs., esp. to 
or of children) conduct oneself with pro¬ 
priety, ~ towards, treat (well etc.); (refl., 
freq. of or to children, & usu. without 
adv.) show good manners; (of machines 
etc., intr. or refl.) work (well, badly, etc.); 
~d p.p. (with well-, ill-), having good, 
bad, manners or conduct. [be-(2) + have] 

behav'iour (-yer), n. Deportment, man¬ 
ners ; moral conduct, treatment shown to 
or towards others; be on one’s good or 
best ~, do one’s best under probation; 
way in which ship, machine, substance, 
etc., acts or works, [f. prec., the ending 
due to confusion w. obs. aver, havour, 
havyoure, possession, = F avoir] 

behav'iourism (-yer-), n. (psych.). Doc¬ 
trine that, given adequate knowledge, all 
human actions admit of analysis into 
stimulus & response, & that ability to 
predict them depends on exhaustive 
study of behaviour in that light, [f. prec. 
+ -ISM] 

behead' (-hdd), v.t. Cut the head from; 
kill in that way. [OE beheafdian 1. be- 
(from) about +hcafod head n.] 

beheld. See behold. 

behem'oth (or be'!-), n. Enormous 
creature, [perh. Egyptian p-ehc-mau 
water-ox (hippopotamus) assimilated to 
Heb. pi. (of dignity) of b’hemah beast, seo 
Job xl. 15] 

behest', n. Command (poet.). [OE behws 
(see hest) f. behatan f. be BE- + hdtan 
IIIGHT] 

behind', adv., prep., & n. In or to the 
rear (of), on the farther side (of), hidden 
(by), at one’s back, towards what was 
one’s rear, farther back in place or time 
(than), past in relation to, too late, in 
concealment, in reserve, in support of, in 
an inferior position (to), under the de¬ 
fence of, in the tracks of, outdone (by), 
in arrear (with); (n.) the posterior. Phrr.: 
stay, leave, ~, after others’, one’s own, 
departure or death; fall ~, not keep up; 
~ the scenes, in private; put ~ one, refuse 
to consider; go ~ one’s words etc., look 
for secret motives on his part; ~ one’s 
back, without his knowledge; ~ time, un¬ 
punctual; ~ the times, antiquated. [OE 
behindan f. be- BE- +hindan hind3] 

behind'hand, adv. & pred. a. In arrear 
(with payments etc.); out of date, behind 
time; ill-provided (with), [prec. + hand, 
Cf. BEFOREHAND] 

behSld', v.t. (beheld). See, become aware 
of by sight; (abs. in imperat.) take 
notice, attend. Hence ^-er1 n. [OE bi- 
haldan f. be-(2) +haldan hold] 

behol'den, pred. a. Under obligation (to). 
[p.p. (obs. exc. in this use) of prec. = 
bound] 

behoof', n. (arch.). (In phrr. to, for, on ~, 
or the ~, of) use, advantage. [OE behof, 
OFris. bihof, MHG behuof f. Gmc *biliaf- 
jan; see heave 1 ] 

behSve', -hoove', v.t. impers. Be incum¬ 
bent on (person) to (do something). [OE 
behoflan f. prec. ] 

beige (bazh), n. Kinds of fabric made of 
undyed and unbleached wool; colour of 
this. [F, of unkn. orig. ] 

be'ing, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
existence (in ~, existing); constitution, 
nature, essence; anything that exists (the 
SupremeB~, God); a person, [be-, -ing1-2] 

bel, n. Unit (= ten decibels) used in the 
comparison of two levels of power in 
an electrical communication circuit, [f. 
A. G. Bell (d. 1922), inventor of telephone] 

belab'our (-ber), v.t. Thrash (lit. & fig.). 
[be-(3) + labour v. (exert one’s strength 
upon)] 

belat'ed, a. Overtaken by darkness; 
coming too late. [p.p. of obs. belate f. 
EE-(4)+LATE] 

belaud', v.t. Load with praise. [be-(2) 
LAUD V. ] 

belay', v.t. Make fast (running rope) 
round cleat etc. to secure it; (sailor’s si. 
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in imperat.) stop!, enough !; ~ing-pin, 
wooden or iron pin for ~ing on. [in naut. 
sense f. LG, Du. beleggen (in OE belecgan) 
surround, f. be- (1 )+leegan lay3] 

bSl can'to (kah-), n. Singing- charac¬ 
terized by full rich broad tone & accom¬ 
plished technique. [It., = fine song] 

belch1, Y.i. & t. Emit wind noisily from 
throat; utter noisily or drunkenly 
(abusive, blasphemous, or foul talk); (of 
gun or volcano) send out or up. [rcpr. OE 
*b(i)elcan] 

belch3, n. Eructation; sound of gun, 
volcano; burst of flame, [f. prec. ] 

bel'cher, n. Parti-coloured neckerchief. 
[JimP~, pugilist] 

bel'dam(e), n. Old woman, hag; virago, 
[an Eng. formation, in ME = ‘grand¬ 
mother’, f. bel- (beau) as in belsire +dame 
DAM2] 

beleag'uer (-ger), v.t. Besiege (lit. & 
llg.). [f. Du. belegeren camp round f. BE- 
(6) +leger a camp; see leaguer1] 

bel'emnite, n. Tapering sharp-pointed 
fossil bone of extinct cuttlefish, [f. Gk 
belemnon dart-b-lTE1 (2)] 

bSl esprit’ (-re), n. (pi. beaux esprils pr. 
boz gspre'). A wit. [F] 

bel'frly, n. Bell tower, attached or sepa¬ 
rate; bell space in church tower; bat’s in 
the ~j/. Hence ~iED2 (-Id) a. [ME 
berfrey f. OF berfrei f. Gmc *bergfrith f. 
*bergan protect + *frithuz peace; mod. 
sp. chiefly due to assoc, w. bell) 

bel'ga, n. Belgian unit of exchange. [L 
fern. oiBelgus Belgian (sc. pecunia)} 

Bel'gian, a. & n. (Native)of Belgium; ~ 
hare, kind of domestic rabbit, [-an] 

Bel'gic, a. Of the Netherlands or Bel¬ 
gium ; of the ancient Belgae. [f. L 
Belgicus (Belgae, -ic) ] 

Belgrav'jia, n. Fashionable residential 
part of London south of Knightsbridge 
containing Belgravc Square. Hence 
~ian a. 

Bel'ial, n. The devil; the spirit of evil; 
man of ~, reprobate, [f. Heb. b’li-ya‘al 
(b’li not +ya‘al use) worthlessness] 

belie', v.t. (-lying). Give false notion of; 
fail to act up to (promise etc.); fail to 
justify (hope etc.). [OE beleogan f. be-(3) 
4-leogan lie2] 

belief', n. Trust or confidence (in); ac¬ 
ceptance of any received theology; ac¬ 
ceptance as true or existing (of any fact, 
statement, etc.; in, or of, with mi., that 
with clause; to the best of my ~, in my 
genuine opinion); thing believed, religion, 
opinion, intuition; The B~, Apostles’ 
Creed. [ME bileafe (f. OE geleafa; see 
foil.), = OS gilobho, OHG giloubo, Goth. 
galaubeins] 

believ|e', v.t. & i. Have faith in, trust 
word of (person); put trust in truth of 
a statement, efficacy of a principle, 
system, machine, etc., existence of any¬ 
thing; give credence to (person, state¬ 
ment, etc., or Wiaf-clause; ~e it or not. 

belligerent 

colloq., it is surprising but true); be of 
opinion that; make ~e, pretend. Hence 
~'able a., ~'er1 n., ~'ing2 a. [early ME 
bileven f., by substitution of pref., OE 
geleafan, = OS gilobhian, OHG gilouben, 
Goth, galaubjan f. Gmc *gala.ubhjan, i. 
same root as in leave1, lief, love] 

belike', adv. (arch.). Probably, perhaps, 
(often iron.). [6e-=BY prep. +like a. (by 
what is likely) ] 

Belish'a (-esh-) beac'on, n. Post with 
yellow globe on top marking street 
crossing-place for pedestrians. [L. Hore- 
-Bclisha, Minister of Transport 1934] 

beiit'tle, v.t. Make small, dwarf; depre¬ 
ciate. [BE-(4)+LITTLE] 

bell1, n. Hollow body of cast metal in 
deep cup shape widening at lip made to 
emit musical sound when struck; (Naut.) 
one to eight ~s, half hours of watch; ~- 
-shaped object, as flower corolla (blue l, 
canterbury, ~). Bear, carry aivay, the 
~, be first, win; ~, book, & candle, in al¬ 
lusion to eccles. cursing formula; sound, 
clear, as a ~, quite sound or clear (in 
other senses besides the acoustic); ~-6ird, 
Brazilian and Austral, kinds with ~-like 
note; ~-buoy, with warning ~ rung by 
waves’ motion; ~-flower, any plant of 
genus Campanula; ~-founder, -founding, 
-foundry, caster, casting, & manufactory, 
of ~s; ~-glass, ~-shaped as cover for 
plants; —hanger, one who puts up ~s & 
wires; -—heather, heath; *—hop (si.), 
hotel page; <—metal, alloy of copper & tin 
(more tin than in bronze) for ~s; ~-pull, 
cord or handle attached to ~ -wire; 
~-ringer, -ringing (of church ~s with 
changes etc.); —wether, leading sheep of 
flock with ~ on neck, ringleader. [OE 
belle, MDu., MLG belle, Du. bel; a LG 
wd perh. related to bell3] 

bell2, v.t. Furnish with bell(s); ~ the cat, 
take the danger of a common enterprise 
on oneself (fable of cat & mice), [f. prec. ] 

bell3, n., & v.i. (Make the) cry of stag or 
buck at rutting-time. [OE bellan bark, 
bellow, OHG bellan; cf. ON belja & 
bellow] 

belladonn'a, n. (Bot.) deadly night¬ 
shade, a poisonous plant with purple 
flowers & purple-black berries; (Med.) 
drug prepared from this. [mod. L f. It., 
= fair lady, perh. because a cosmetic is 
made from it] 

belle, n. Handsome woman; reigning 
beauty (the ~ of any place). [F, f. L bella 
fem. of bellus pretty see beau ] 

belles-lettres (bgMSt'r), n. Studies, 
writings, of the purely literary kind. 
Hence bellet'riST (3) (-1-1-) n., belief ris't- 
ic (-1-1-) a. [F] 

bell'iclose, a. Inclined to fighting. Hence 
~6s'ity n. [f. L bellicosus (helium war, 
-IC, -OSE1)] 

belli'gerency, n. Status of a belligerent, 
[f. foil., see -ency] 

belli'gerent, a. & n. (Nation, party, or 
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person) waging regular war as recog¬ 
nized by the law of nations; of such 
nation etc.; (loosely) any opponent en¬ 
gaged in conflict, [f. F belligdrant or L 
belligerare wage war (bellum + gerere), 
-ANT] 

BellSn'a, n. War personified; woman of 
commanding presence. [L, = goddess of 
war f. bellum war] 

bell'ow (-6), y.i. & t., & n. 1. Roar as a 
bull; shout, roar with pain; utter loudly 
and angrily (often out, forth); (of thunder, 
cannon, etc.) reverberate, roar. 2. n. 
~ing sound. [ME belwe, of unoert. orig.; 
peril, related to bell3] 

bell'ows (-oz), n. pi. Portable or fixed 
contrivance for driving air into a fire or 
through pipes of organ, reeds of har¬ 
monium, etc.; pair of ~, two-handled for 
fire; means used to fan passion etc.; the 
lungs (~ tomend, of broken-winded horse); 
expansible part of photographic camera. 
[OE bleestbel{L)g, later bel{i)g, whence ME 
beli, bely; see belly; also (north.) belu, 
belw, whence mod. bellow(s)] 

bell'y1, n. Cavity of human hody below 
diaphragm with stomach & bowels & 
other contents, abdomen; (externally) 
lower front of body; corresponding parts 
of animals; stomach; the body as food- 
-consumer(cf.BACK1), appetite, gluttony; 
the womb; cavity of anything; bulging 
part (concave or convex); front, inner, 
or lower surface; surface of violin etc. 
across which strings pass; —band (below 
horse’s ~, checking play of shafts); -— 
-worship, gluttony; ~-timber, food; <— 
-pinched, starving; <—ache, (n.) colic, (v.i., 
si.) complain bitterly. Hence -bell'iED 
(-id) a. [ME bali, bely f. OE belig, earlier 
belg bag, skin, = ON belgr, OHG balg, 
Goth, balgs f. Gmc *balgiz f. balg-, belg- to 
swell; cf. BELLOWS] 

bell'y3, v.t. & i. Swell out (usu. of sails, 
& with out), [f. prec. ] 

bell'yful ( -dhl), n. As much as one wants 
of anything, esp. of fighting. [-ful(2)] 

belong', v.i. Pertain, be proper, to (as 
duty, right, possession, natural or right 
accompaniment, example in classifica¬ 
tion, characteristic, part, member, in¬ 
habitant, appendage); be rightly a mem¬ 
ber of club, coterie, household, grade of 
society, etc.; *be resident in, connected 
with; ~ under or in, be rightly classified 
among; ~ here etc., live here, be rightly 
placed under this heading etc.; where it 
~s, in its proper place. [ME, app. an 
intensive, f. BE- (2), of ME longen, obs. 
in this sense; cf. OHG bilangen in same 
sense] 

belong'ings (-z), n. pi. A person’s 
property, relatives, or luggage; every¬ 
thing connected with a subject, [f. prec. ] 

beloved (as adj. or n. usu. -uv'Id; as vb 
-uvd'), p.p., a., & n. (Forming pass, parts 
of vb obs. in act.) dearly loved (followed 
by of or by, or abs.); (n.) darling (common 

bench 
in voc., & with my, his, etc.). [be-(2) + 
love v. ] 

below' (-6), adv. & prep. 1. adv. At or to 
lower level; on earth; in hell; downstairs 
(esp. Naut. go ~, from deck); down 
stream; in lower rank {the court ~); at 
foot of page, or farther on in book. 2. 
prep. Lower than (~-stairs, arch., down¬ 
stairs); too low to be affected by (~ 
flattery); down stream from; on inferior 
side of dividing line (~ par, ~ the gang¬ 
way); at or to greater depth than; 
covered by; lower in amount, degree, 
etc., than (~ one’s breath, less audibly 
than); of lower rank etc. than; unworthy 
of. Cf. beneath, under. [(>c- = by + low a. ] 

belt1, n. Encircling strip of leather etc. 
worn round waist or baldric-wise to con¬ 
fine or support clothes or weapons etc. 
{hit below the ~, fight unfairly); cincture 
of earl or knight; strip of colour, special 
surface, trees, etc., round or on anything; 
zone {cotton, wheat, fever, ~); endless 
strap connecting wheels; row of armour 
plates under water-line; Great Sc Little 
B~, channels into Baltic. [OE belt, 
= OHG balz, ON belli, f. Gmc *baltjaz 
f. L balteus] 

belt2, v.t. Put belt round {~ed cruiser, 
with belt & metal-covered deck); fasten 
on with belt; mark with belt of colour 
etc.; thrash with belt. [f. prec.] 

bel'tane, n. (Ancient Celtic festival on) 
May-day. [ult. f. Gael, bealltainn] 

bel'vedere, n. Raised turret to view 
scenery from. [It. {bet beautiful, see 
beau, -fvedere see)] 

bely'ing. See belie. 

bera'a, n. Platform in ancient Athenian 
public assembly. [Gk] 

bemfre', v.t. Cover or stain with mud; 
(pass.) be stuck in the mud. [be-(6) + 
mire n. ] 

bemoan', v.t. Weep or express sorrow 
for or over. [OE bemwnan f. BE-(3) + 
meenan moan ] 

bemuse' (-z), v.t. Stupefy. [be-(2) + 
muse v. ] 

|| ben, n. (Sc.). Inner room (usu. of two- 
-roomed cottage); but & ~, the outer 
& inner room, [ellipt. use of ben adv., 
within (OE binnan)] 

bench, n., Sc v.t. 1. Long seat of wood or 
stone; boat-thwart; judge’s seat, office 
of judge, law-court {King’s, Queen’s, 
R~); (collect.) judges, magistrates; 

II (Pari.) seats appropriated to certain 
groups etc. {Treasury, front1, back1, 

CROSS3, bishops’, ~es); be raised to, be on, 
the ~, be (made) a judge or bishop; work¬ 
ing-table of carpenter etc.; ledge in 
masonry or earthwork; ~-table, stone seat 
in cloister etc.; ~-marfc, cut by surveyors 
to mark point in line of levels; —warrant, 
one issued by a judge (opp. justice’s war¬ 
rant). 2. v.t. Exhibit (dog) at show. 
[OE bene, = OS banc, OHG bank, ON 
bekkr, f. Gmc *bankiz; cf. bank1] 
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II ben'clier, n. Senior member, sharing 
management, of Inn of Court, [-er1 ] 

bend1, n. (Naut.) knot of various kinds 
(fisherman’s, weaver’s, etc.); (Her.)parallel 
lines from dexter chief to sinister base 
(~ sinister in opposite direction, sign of 
bastardy); shape (half butt) in which 
hides are tanned (~-leather, the thickest, 
used for soles). [OE bend band, bond, 
= OS band, OHG bant, Goth, bandi, f. 
Gmc *band-, past stem of bindan bind1; 

see also band1, bond1] 

bend2, n. Bending, curve; bent part of 
anything; the~s (colloq.), caisson disease, 
[f. foil. ] 

bend3, v.t. & i. (past bent, p.p. bent exe. in 
~ed knees). Force out of straightness, 
impart to (rigid object) or receive a 
curved or angular shape; arch (brows); 
tighten up, bring to bear, (energies etc. 
on, to); (pass.) be determined (on with 
gerund or noun); attach with knot (cable, 
sail); turn (t. & i.) in new direction (steps, 
eyes); incline (t. & i.) from the perpendi¬ 
cular (head), bow, stoop, submit, (to or 
before), force to submit (will etc.). Hence 
~'er1 n., esp. (si.) || sixpenny bit, *spree. 
[OE bendan bind, = ON benda join, strain 
f. Gmo *band]an f. band-, see bend1] 

beneaped' (-pt), a. Left aground by neap- 
-tido. [p.p. f. unused beneap see be-(6) & 
NEAP] 

beneath', adv. & prep. Below, under, 
underneath, (poetic, arch., & literary, 
but usual in) ~ contempt etc., not worth 
despising etc., ~ one, unworthy of him. 
[OE beneothan — BE- +neotha,n = OS 
nithana, OHG nidana, ON nethan f. Gmc 
*nith-, cf. NETHER] 

b&n&dVcXte, n. Blessing invoked; grace at 
table; the B~, one of the canticles. [L, 
= bless ye, imperat. of benedicere -diet- 
bless (bene well + dicere speak)] 

ben'edick, n. Newly married man, 
esp. confirmed bachelor who marries. 
[Shakesp., Much Ado] 

Benedic'tine, a. & n. (Monk) of the order 
founded 529 by St Benedict, black monk; 
a liqueur, [f. F b&nidictin f. L benedictus 
p.p. See BENEDICITE] 

benedlc'tion, n. Utterance of a blessing, 
generally at table, at end of church ser¬ 
vice, or as special R.-C. service; a bless¬ 
ing, blessedness, [f. L benediclio (benedi- 

CITE, -ION)] 

benedic'tory, a. Of, expressing, benedic¬ 
tion. [f. L benedictus, see prec. & -oky, 
after valedictory ] 

benedlc'tus, n. One of the canticles. 
[first word in L version; see benedicite ] 

benefac'tion, n. Doing good; gift for 
charitable purpose, [f. LL benefaclio 
(BENEFIT1, -ION)] 

ben'efact|or, n. Person who has given one 
friendly aid; patron of or donor to a 
cause or charitable institution. Hence 
~rESS1 n. (ME, f. LL benefactor (benefit l, 
-OR)] 

ben'eficle, n. Church living; property 
held by an ecclesiastical officer esp. rector 
or vicar. Hence ~ed2 (-st) a. [ME f. OF, 
f. L beneficium (bene well + -fic- f. facere 
do)] 

benef'icence, n., benef'iccnt, a. Doing 
good, (showing) active kindness. Hence 
benef'icentLY2 adv. [f. F, or L bene- 
ficentia prec., -ENCE)] 

benefi'eial (-sbl), a. Advantageous; (Law) 
of, having, the usufruct of property. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. F binificAal f. 
LL beneficialis (benefice, -al)] 

benefi'eiary (-sha-), a. & n. (Law) holder, 
holding or held, by feudal tenure; holder 
of a living; receiver of benefits, [f. L 
beneficiarius, see benefice, -ary1] 

ben'efit1, n. Advantage (for the ~ of, on 
behalf of; the ~ of the doubt, assuming 
innocence rather than guilt); allowance, 
pension, attendance, to which person is 
entitled under Nat. Insurance Act or as 
member of benefit society etc. (maternity, 
medical, ~); exemption from ordinary 
courts by the privilege of one's order (~ 
of clergy, peerage); performance at 
theatre, game, etc., of which proceeds go 
to particular players (—’s ~, ~-night, 
'-'■-match)-, ~-club, -society, for mutual in¬ 
surance against illness or age. [ME & 
AF benfet f. L benefactum neut. p.p. of 
benefacere do well] 

ben'efit2, v.t. & i. Do good to; receive 
benefit (by thing), [f. prec. ] 

Ben'elux, n. Belgium, the Netherlands, 
& Luxembourg in association as a 
regional economic group; freq. attrib., 
as the ~ countries, [f. Belgium, Nether¬ 
lands, Luxembourg] 

benev'olence, n. Desire to do good, 
charitable feeling; (Eng. Hist.) forced 
loan. [ME, f. OF benivolence f. L bene¬ 
volent ia f. bencvolens -entis — foil.] 

benev'olent, a. Desirous of doing good, 
charitable. Hence~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
benivolent f. L bene volentem nom. -ens 
well wishing (velle wish)] 

Bengal' (bCnggawl), a. ~ light, firework 
used for signals; ~ stripes, striped ging¬ 
ham, orig. from ~; ~ tiger, the tiger 
proper, [former Indian province ] 

Bengali (bSnggawl'i), n. & a. (Native, 
language) of Bengal, [f. native Bangali ] 

benight'ed (-nit-), p.p. & a. (Forming 
pass, of vb obs. in act.) overtaken by 
night; involved in intellectual or moral 
darkness, ignorant. [be-(6) 4-night] 

benign' (-in), a. Gracious, gentle; fortu¬ 
nate, salutary; (of diseases) mild, not 
malignant. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME 
benigne f. OF f. L benignus; cf. malign] 

benig'n|ant, a. Kind, kindly, to inferiors; 
gracious; salutary. Hence ~ancy n., 
—antLY2 adv. [recent formation f. prec. 
on anal, of malignant] 

benig'nity, n. Kindliness, kindness, (usu. 
in the old). [ME, f. OF benignite f. L 
benignitatem (benign, -ty) ] 
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ben'ison (-zn), n. (arch.). A blessing. [ME 
, beneysun etc. f. OF beneigun etc. f. L 
■ benedictionem benediction] 

Benj'amin1, n. Youngest child, darling; 
mess, large share. [Gen. xlii. 4 ] 

benj'amin2, n.=BENZOiN; ~ tree, (a) that 
yielding benzoin, (b) a N.-Amer. shrub 
with aromatic bark, [corruption of 
BENZOIN] 

benn'et, n. See herb ~, & foil. 
bent1, n. Stiff-stemmed grass of various 
kinds (with pi., or collect.); (also bennet) 
stiff flower-stalk, old stalk, of grasses; 
couch-grass; way~, stool~, etc., kinds of 
plant; heath, unenclosed pasture. [ME 
bent, repr. OE beonet- (in place-names), 
OS binet, OHG binuz, f. WG *binut-] 

bent2, n. Twist, inclination, bias, tend¬ 
ency ; to the top of one’s ~, to heart’s con¬ 
tent. [prob. f. bend2 on anal, of descend, 
descent, etc..] 

bent3. See bend3. 

Ben'tham]Ism (-ta-), n. Greatest happi¬ 
ness of tho greatest number as guiding 
principle of ethics. So~iTE1(l)n. [Jere¬ 
my Bentham, 1748-1832; see -ism (3)] 

ben'thos, n. (biol.). Flora & fauna found 
at the ocean bottom. [Gk, = depth] 

ben trova'td (-ah-), a. Well invented, 
characteristic if not true. [It. ] 

benumb' (-m), v.t. Make torpid, in¬ 
sensible, powerless, (usu. of cold); para¬ 
lyse (mind, action). [OE beniman de¬ 
prive, p.p. benuman, whence ME benomen, 
whence lGth c. benum vb, later benumb 
(cf. dumb, limb)] 

ben'zedrine (-en), n. Drug used to relieve 
respiratory trouble by inhalation, and 
internally as a nerve stimulant. [P] 

ben'zen|e, n. An aromatic hydrocarbon 
got from coal-tar & represented by de¬ 
rivatives in all coal-tar products (for¬ 
merly, & still in trade use, called benzol, 
-ole). Hence ~oid a. [benz(o)- + -ene] 

ben'zine (-en), n. Mixture of liquid hydro¬ 
carbons got from mineral oils & used for 
removing grease-stains (in trade use often 
called benzoline or benzene), [foil. +-ine 5] 

benz(o)-, forming derivatives of foil, 
ben'zoin (or -oin), n. (Also gum ~, 
benjamin) fragrant aromatic resin of 
Javanese tree. Hence benzd'ic a. [earlier 
benjoin through F, Sp., It., f. Arab, luban 
jawi frankincense of Java (to- being 
dropped in Rom. as if the article)] 

ben'zol,-51e, n. = benzene. [benz(o)- + 
-ol] 

ben'zoline (-en, -in), n. =benzine. [pree. 

+ -INES] 
bequeath' (-dh), v.t. Leave (to person) by 
will (personalty; cf. devise) ; transmit to 
posterity (example etc.). [OE becwelhan 
f. be-(3) -\-cwethan say, see quoth] 

bequest', n. Bequeathing; thing be¬ 
queathed. [ME biquyste f. bi- BE + cwis 
saying cf. prec.: for -t of. behest] 

berate', v.t. Scold, [be--I-rate3] 

Bdrb'er, n. & a. (Member) of tho N.- 

berry 
African stock including tho aboriginal 

races of Barbary, speaking allied lan¬ 
guages. [f. Arab, barbar f. barbara talk 
confusedly, of unkn. orig. ] 

berberry, n. See barberry. 
berceuse (bCrsdtz'), n. Cradle-song. [F] 
II bere, n. Barley, esp. of six-rowed or 
four-rowed kinds. [OE] 

bereave', v.t. (~d or bereft). Rob, dis¬ 
possess, of (usu. of immaterial things, 
as life, hope); leave desolate (esp. in p.p., 
usu. ~d in this sense); (of death etc.) 
deprive of a relation, wife, etc., whence 
~ment (-vm-) n. [OE bereafian, see be-(2), 
reave] 

beret (bS'ra), n. Round flat cap worn by 
Basque peasants; similar cap worn by 
men & women with sports & holiday 
clothes; service military headdress. [F. 
f. Pr. berret f. med. L b'irretum cap, dim. of 
LL birrus cloak; see biretta] 

bdrg1, n. = iceberg. 

bdrg2, n. (S. Africa). Mountain or hill 
(esp. in comb.); ~ wind, hot northerly 
wind blowing in Cape Colony in May & 
August. [Afrikaans f. Du.] 

berg'amot\ n. Tree of the citrus family; 
perfume extracted from its rind; an 
aromatic herb. [f. Bergamo town in Italy] 

bdifg'amot2, n. Kind of pear. [f. F ber- 
gamotte f. It. bergamotta f. Turk, beg- 
annudi prince’s pear] 

bdbg'mehl (-mal), n. Greyish-white 
flour-like geological deposit composed 
of infusorial shells, an abrasive & ab¬ 
sorbent. [G, = mountain-flour] 

berg'schrund (bark'shrobnt), n. (moun¬ 
taineering). Crevasse or gap at junction 
of steep upper slope with glacier or nev6. 
[G] 

berhyme' (-rim), v.t. Write verses about, 
lampoon; put (matter) into rhymed form. 
[BE- (G) +RHYME n. ] 

be'riberi, n. Deficiency disease common 
in the East. [Sinhalese, f. beri weakness ] 

Berkeleian (biirkle'an), n. & a. (Follower) 
of Berkeley or his philosophy, which 
denied the objective existence of the 
material world. [Bishop Berkeley, d. 
1753; see -EAN] 

berkel'Ium, n. Radio-active transuranic 
element, [f. Berkeley) in California + 
-ITFM] 

Bdllin', n. & a. Four-wheeled covered 
carriage witli hooded seat behind (also 
berime); ~ black, iron-varnish; ~ iron, 
for casts; ~ warehouse, shop for ~ wool, 
fine dyed knitting wool; ~ gloves, knitted. 
[~ in Germany] 

berm, n. Ledge in fortification between 
ditch & base of parapet, [f. F berme f. 
Du. berm, prob. cogn. w. ON barmr brim] 

Bermud'ian, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of tho 
Bermudas; ~ rigged, fitted with a high 
tapering sail, [-ian] 

Bdrn'ardlne, a. & n. = cistercian. 

be'rry1, n. (Pop.) any small roundish 
juicy fruit without stone; (Bot.) fruit 



with seeds enclosed in pulp; grain of 
wheat etc.; egg in fish-roe (in ~, of hen- 
lobster carrying eggs). Hence (-)be'rri- 
ed2 (-id) a. [OB beri(g)e, OS beri, OHG 
beri, ON ber, Goth. (weina) basi, f. Gmc 
*basjam, *bazjam] 

be'rry2, v.i. Come into berry, fill out; go 
gathering berries, [f. prec. ] 

bersaglieri (see Ap.), n. pi. Crack Italian 
infantry, orig. riflemen. [It. ] 

bers'€rk(er), n. Wild Norse warrior 
fighting with mad frenzy, [f. Icel. ber- 
serkr prob. = bear-sark, bear-coat] 

berth1, n. Convenient sea-room (give wide 
~ to, avoid); room for ship to swing at 
anchor; ship’s place at wharf; proper 
place for anything; sleeping-place in 
ship, train, etc.; situation, appointment, 
[of uncert. orig.; prob. f. naut. use of 
BEAR3 vb +-TH1] 

b€rth2, v.t. Moor (ship) in suitable place; 
provide sleeping-place for. [f. prec. ] 

b€rth'a, berthe, n. Deep falling (usu. 
lace) collar to low-necked dress. Big 
Bertha, German gun of vast range used 
in bombarding Paris in the war of 1914- 
18. [F (-e), the woman’s name] 

B€rth'on boat, n. Collapsible boat. 
[E. L. Berthon inventor, d. 1899] 

Bdrtill'on sys'tem, n. Method of identi¬ 
fying criminals by measurements. [A. 
Bertillon, French anthropologist, d. 1914] 

be'ryl, n. Precious stone, pale-green 
passing into light blue, yellow, & white; 
mineral species including also the 
emerald. [ME, f. OF f. L f. Gk berullos] 

beryll'ium, n. Hard white metallic 
element, [prec. + -ium] 

beseech', v.t. (-sought pr. -sawt). Ask 
earnestly for (esp. leave etc.); entreat 
(person, person that or to do or for thing). 
[be-(2) +ME secen, sechen, seken, seek] 

beseech'ing, a. Suppliant (of look, tone, 
etc.). Hence ~ly2 adv. [-ING2] 

beseem', v.t. Suit, be fitting or creditable 
to, (abs., or with well, ill, etc.). Hence 
~ingLY2 adv. [be-(2) +seem] 

beset', v.t. (-iting, past & p.p. -set). Hem 
in, set upon, (person); occupy & make 
impassable (road etc.); (of difficulties, 
temptations, etc.) assail, encompass. 
(~ting sin, that most frequently tempts 
one). [OE besetlan (be-(1), & see set v.)] 

beset'ment, n. Besetting sin; being 
hemmed in. [prec. -F-ment] 

beshrew' (-rbo), v.t. (Now only as mock- 
-heroic imprecation) plague take (me, 
person, or thing). [be-(2)+ME schrewen 
to curse f. shrew] 

beside', prep, (formerly also adv.=foll.). 
Close to, by, near; on a level with, com¬ 
pared with; wide of (mark, question, etc.); 
~ oneself, out of one’s wits. [OE be sidan 
(by, side n.)] 

besides' (-dz), adv. & prep. In addition 
(to), moreover; otherwise, else, (than); 
(neg. & interrog.) except, [prec. +-es] 

besiegle', v.t. Invest, lay siege to; crowd 

best 

round; assail with requests. Henco 
~'ER1n. [f. ME asege by substitution of 
pref. be-, f. OF asegiert. Rom. *assediare 
f. *sedium siege ] 

beslav'er, v.t. Cover with slaver; flatter 
fulsomely. [BE-(l) +SBAVEK v.] 

beslobb'er, v.t.=prec.; also, kiss effu¬ 
sively. [BE-(l) -f SLOBBER V. ] 

beslubb'er, v.t. Besmear. [be-(1) + 
SLUBBER] 

besmear', v.t. Smear with greasy or 
sticky stuff (also of the stuff as subj.). 
[OE bismieru-an see BE-(l) & smear v. ] 

besmffch', v.t. Soil, discolour; dim 
brightness of. [be-(1)-(-smirch v.] 

bes'om1 (-z-), n., & v.t. (Sweep with) 
bundle of twigs tied round stick for 
sweeping, kind of broom. [OE besema, 
OHG besamo, f. WG *besmon] 

bes'om2 (-z-), n. (Sc.). (Term of abuse for) 
woman, [orig. unkn.] 

besot', v.t. (-tt-). Stupefy mentally or 
morally (chiefly in p.p.). [be-(4) +SOT] 

besought'. See beseech. 

bespangle (-ang'gl), v.t. Set about with 
spangles. [be-(6) + spangle] 

bespatt'er, v.t. Spatter (object) all over; 
spatter (liquid etc.) about; cover with 
abuse or flattery. [be-(1) -(-spatter] 

bespeak', v.t. (past -spoke, p.p. -spoke, 
-spoken). Engage beforehand; order 
(goods); stipulate for; speak to (poet.); 
suggest, be evidence of; || bespoke boot¬ 
maker etc. (prop, bespoke-boot maker), 
opposed to ready-made dealer. [OE, OS 
bisprccan, OHG bisprehhan, see ee-(3) & 
speak] 

besprent', p.p. (poet.). Sprinkled (with); 
scattered about, [f. OE besprengan f. be- 

(1) +sprengan sprinkle f. Gmc *sprangjan 
causal of springan v. ] 

besprinkle (-Ing'kl), v.t. Sprinkle or 
strew over (with; lit. & fig.; also with the 
liquid etc. as subj. or obj.). [ME bespren- 
gil frequent, of OE besprengan, see prec. 
& -le ] 

Bess'emer, a. & n. ~ process, for remov¬ 
ing carbon, silicon, etc. from pig-iron by 
passing currents of air through it when 
molten & so making ~ iron, ~ steel, or ~. 
[Sir H. ~, inventor 1856] 

best \ a. & adv. (superl. of good, well). Of, 
in, the most excellent kind, way (often, 
like good, well, used for specific adjj. 
& adw. as kindest, most skilfully). 
Phrr.: the ~ part, most; had ~, would 
find it wisest to; one’s ~ girl, sweetheart; 
~ man, bridegroom’s supporter; ~ seller, 
(author of) popular book; put ~ leg or 
foot foremost, go at full pace, also fig.; 
bad is the no good event possible; with 
the ~, as well as anyone; do one’s ~, all 
one can; be at one’s ~, in the ~ state; 
one’s ~ or Sunday ~ clothes; have the 
~ of it, win in argument etc.; make the ~ 
of things, be contented; ~ abused (colloq.), 
most violently or generally abused (the ~ 
abused book of the year)-, make the ~ of 
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one’s ivay, go as fast as possible; at ~, on 
the most hopeful view; did it for the ~, 
with good intentions; to the ~ of one’s 
power etc., as far as one’s power etc. 
allows; the ~ is the enemy of the good, too 
high standard bars progress. [OE heist, 
OS best, OHG bezzist, ON bazt, bezt, Goth. 
batist, f. Gmc *batist-, superl. of *bat-; cf. 
BETTER & see -EST] 

i best2, v.t. (colloq.). Get the better of, 
circumvent, worst, [f. prec.] 

i bestead' (-Sd), v.t. & i. Avail, help, [be- 
(2)+stead v. f. stead] 

bested', p.p. (With ill, hard, sore, etc.) 
situated, circumstanced, pressed. [ME 
bislad f. be-(2) -f stad f. ON staddr p.p. of 
slethja place] 

! bes'tial, a. Of, like, a beast or beasts esp. 
quadrupeds; brutish, barbarous; de¬ 
praved, lustful, obscene. Hence or cogn. 
~ity (-al-) n., ~ize(3) v.t., ~ly2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF f. LL bestialis (bestia beast 
+ -ab)] _ 

bes'tiary, n. Medieval moralizing treatise 
on beasts, [f. med. L bestiarium f. L 
bestia beast] 

bestf?', v. rcfl. (-rr-). Exert, rouse, (onc- 
self). [f. be-(2) + stir v. ] 

bestow' (-6), v.t. Deposit; provide with 
lodging; confer (thing) upon (person) as 
gift. Hence ~'al(2) (-dal) n. [ME bistow- 
en, see be-(2), stow] 

bestrew' (-roo), v.t. (p.p. ~ed or ~w). 
Strew (surface) with; scatter (things) 
about; lie scattered over. [OE bistreo- 
wian see be-(1) & strew; p.p. -ewn is 
recent, but now common] 

bestride', v.t. (past -ode; p.p. -idden, -id, 
-ode). Get or sit upon (horse, chair) with 
legs astride; stand astride over (place or 
fallen friend or enemy; also fig. of rain¬ 
bow etc.). [OE bistrulan, see be-(3), 
stride v. ] 

bet, n., & v.i. & t. (bet, ~ted). (Engage¬ 
ment to) risk one’s money etc., risk (an 
amount etc.) against another’s on the 
result of a doubtful event (on or against 
result or competitor, that so-&-so will 
happen); you ~, you may take it as 
certain; rating-book, for entering ~s in. 
[of uncert. orig.; perh. f. abet n., in 

sense ‘instigation, support of a cause’, 

w. bet vb f. bet n.] 
bet'a, n. Second letter (b, /3) of Gk alpha¬ 
bet, used as name of second star in a 
constellation, & in other numberings; ~ 
plus, minus, rather better, worse, than 
second-class; ~ rays, fast-moving elec¬ 
trons emitted by radio-active substances, 
orig. regarded as rays. [Gk] 

betake', v. refl. (-took, -taken). Commit 
oneself to (i.e. try) some course or means; 
convey oneself to (i.e. go to) a place or 
person. [ME; BE-, TAKE] 

bet'atron, n. (phys.). Apparatus for 
accelerating speed of electrons, [f. beta 
-Kelec)tron] 

bet'el, n. Leaf of Piper belle, which In¬ 

better 
dians chew with areca-nut parings; 
(hence by mistake) ~-nut, the areca nut. 
[Port. f. Malayalam veflila] 

bele noire (bat nwahr), n. (One’s) abomi¬ 
nation. [F] 

beth'el, n. Hallowed spot. (Gen. xxviii. 
19); II nonconformist chapel; seamen’s 
church (ashore or floating). [Heb. beth-cl 
house of God] 

llbethes'da (-z-), n. Nonconformist chapel, 
[John v. 2; Heb., = house of mercy] 

bethink', v. red. (-thought) (alw. with self 
or arch. refl. me, him, etc.). Reflect, stop 
to think; remind oneself of, how, or that; 
take into one’s head to. [OE belhencan, 
see be-(3), think] 

betide', v.i. & t. (only in 3 sing. pres, 
subj.). Happen (whale’er ~); happen to 
(woe ~ him etc.). [ME bitiden see be-(2), 
tide v. ] 

betimes' (-m2), adv. Early in day, year, 
life, etc.; in good time, [by time (ME) 
+ -ES] 

betise (batez'), n. Foolish, ill-timed, re¬ 
mark or action. [F] 

betok'en, v.t. Augur, indicate, suggest. 
[ME bitacnien see be-, token] 

bet'on, n. (Orig. lime, now any kind of) 
concrete, [f. F biton ult. f. L bitumen 
mineral pitch] 

bet'ony, n. Purple-flowered plant. [ME, 
f. OF betoine f. pop. L *betonia for L 
betonica f. L vettonica f. name of Spanish 
tribe] 

betook. See betake. 

betray', v.t. Give up treacherously (per¬ 
son or thing to enemy); be disloyal to; 
lead astray; reveal treacherously; reveal 
involuntarily; be evidence or symptom 
of. Hence~al(2),~er1, nn. [ME betraien 
f. be-(2) -fobs tray f. OF trair f. L tradcre 
hand over] 

betrSth' (-odh), v.t. Bind with a promise 
to marry (usu. in p.p.). Hence ~AB(2) n., 
~ed1 a. & n. [ME betreuthe, betrowthe f. 
be-(6) +lreuthe truth, later assimilated to 
troth] 

bett'er1, a., adv., & n. (comp, of good, 
well). Of, in, a more excellent kind, way 
(often, like good, well, for specific wd as 
more virtuous, more plentifully). Phrr.: 
no ~ than, practically; no ~ than she 
should be, (usu.) of easy virtue; one’s ~ 
feelings, higher self; ~ part, most; one’s 
~ half, wife; for ~ for worse, on terms of 
accepting all results (see Prayer Book, 
Marriage Service); ~ than (with number 
etc.), above; had ~, would find it wiser 
to; be, get, ~, less unwell; ~ than one’s 
word, more liberal than one promised to 
be; one’s ~, more skilful person; one’s 
~s, people of higher rank; get the ~ of, 
defeat, outwit; know ~, refuse to accept 
statement, not be so foolish (as to do 
something); think ~ of it, change one’s 
mind; change for the ~; ~ off, richer, 
more comfortable; the ~ the day the ~ 
the deed (retort to charge of Sabbath- 
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-breaking). [OF. belera, OS beliro, OHG 
beziro, ON betri, Goth, baliza, f. Gmc 
*batizon f. *bal-, cogn. w< *bdt- see boot3, 

-EE3] 
bett'er2, v.t. & i. Amend, improve; sur¬ 
pass (a feat etc.); ~ oneself, get better 
situation, wages, etc. Hence ~ment n., 
(also) enhanced value (of real property) 
arising from local improvements. [ME 
f. prec.] 

bett'er3, -or, n. One who bets, [bet 

+ -ER1] 
between', prep. & adv. (the orig. restric¬ 
tion to relations involving only two limits 
etc. still tends to be observed wherever 
among is adequate for higher numbers). 
In, into, along, or across, a space, line, or 
route, bounded by (two or more points, 
lines, etc.); in, into, along, or across, an 
interval; separating; connecting; inter¬ 
mediately in place, time, or order (to); 
owing partly to, partaking of, shared by, 
(each); to & fro (go—); to & from (plies ~ 
London & Brighton)-, reciprocally on the 
part of; confined to (~ ourselves, ~ you & 
me); by combination of; taking one & 
rejecting the other of (choose ~). Far ~, 
at wide intervals; ~ cup & lip, of dashed 
hopes; ||—maid (now usu. tweeny), ser¬ 
vant assisting two others, e.g. cook & 
housemaid; ~ wind & water, at a vulner¬ 
able point; ~ the devil & the deep sea, with 
no escape; betwixt & ~, half-&-half; stand 
~, mediate, be protector; ~ whiles, in the 
intervals. [OE betweonum(also, orig. acc., 
betweon) f. be by +tweonum, dat. pi. 
(corresp. to Goth, tweihnaim, nom. 
tweihnai, distrib. num. formed w. -n- 
suff. (cf. L bini) on tbe cardinal num.)] 

betwixt', prep. & adv. (Poet., arch., or 
dial., for) between. [ME betwix, later 
betwixt, OE belweohs, betweox, etc. (prob. 
shortened f. betweoxum, cf. pree.) f. be by 

+ *twisk- (= OS twisc, OHG zwiski two 
each, G zwisclien) f. *lwd two + *-isk- 
-ISH1] 

|] Beu'lah, n. Nonconformist chapel. [Is. 
lxii. 4] 

bev'el1, n. Joiners & mason’s tool for 
setting off angles; a slope from the 
horizontal or vertical, surface so sloping; 
~ edge, as in a chisel; ~-gear, working one 
shaft from another at angle to it by ~- 
-loheels, cogged wheels with working face 
oblique to axis. [f. OF *bevel (mod. 
biveau) of unkn. orig.; cf. OF bever (arch.) 
give bias to] 

bev'el2, v.t. & i. (-11-). Heduce (square 
edge) to, take, a slope, [f. prec.] 

bev'erage, n. Drinking-liquor. [ME, f. 
OF bevrage f. Rom. *biberalicum f. L 
bibere drink, see -age] 

bev'y, n. Company (prop, of ladies, roes, 
quails, larks), [orig. unkn.] 

bewail', v.t. & i. Wail (over), mourn (for). 
[BE-(3)+WAILV.] 

beware', v.i. & t. (not inflected, & used 
\ only where be is the vbl part required, as 

bi- 

I will ~, but not I ~). Be cautious, take 
heed; take heed of, lest, how that not. [f. 
BE V. +WAEE2] 

bewil'der, v.t. Lead astray, perplex, con¬ 
fuse. Hence ~ingLY2 adv., ~ment n. 
[f. be- (3) -fobs. wilder lose one’s way] 

bewitch', v.t. Affect by magic, put a spell 
on; delight exceedingly, whence ~ing2 

a., ~ingLY2 adv., ~ment n. [ME 
biwicchen f. be-(2) + OE wiccian enchant f. 
wicca witch n. ] 

bewray (bira'), v.t. (arch.). Reveal, esp. 
involuntarily. [ME bewreien f. BE- (2) 4- 
wreien (OE wregan accuse)] 

bey (ba), bey'lic (ba-), nn. (Bey) Turkish 
governor; (beylic) his district; Bey of 
Tunis, ruler of Tunisia, [f. Osmanli bey, 
formerly beg; cf. begum] 

beyond', adv., prep., & n. 1. At, to, the 
farther side (of), past, outside, besides; 
later than; out of reach, comprehension, 
or range, of (~ measure, exceedingly); 
surpassing; more than (with objective 
case, as you have prospered ~ me); (neg. & 
interrog.) except. 2. n. The ~, the future 
life, the unknown; the back of ~, the re¬ 
motest corner of the world. [OE begeon- 
dan f. be by -f-geondan f. Gmc *jand (see 
yon, yonder) + -ana adv. suff. ] 

bez'ant (or blzant'), n. Gold coin current 
in Europe from 9th c.; also silver, [f. OF 
besan f. L Bysantius (nummus coin) of 
Byzantium] 

bez'el, n. Sloped edge of chisel etc.; 
oblique faces of cut gem; groove holding 
watch-glass or gem. [f. OF *bezel (mod. 
biseau) of unkn. orig.] 

faezique' (-ek), n. Card-game for two or 
four; combination of queen of spades 
& knave of diamonds, [f. F besigue 
of unkn. orig.] 

bez'oar (-or), n. Concretion with hard 
nucleus found in stomach or intestines 
of certain animals (chiefly ruminants), 
formerly believed antidotal, [ult. f. Pers. 
pddzahr antidote, Arab, bazahr] 

bezdn'ian, n. (arch.). Rascal, beggarly 
fellow, [earlier besonio, f. It. bisogno 
need, want] 

bhang (ba-), n. Indian hemp used as 
narcotic & intoxicant (smoked, chewed, 
eaten, & drunk), [earlier bangue, bang; 
f. Hind. etc. bhang] 

bhis'ti, bhees'ty, (bes-), n. (Anglo-Ind.). 
Indian water-carrier. [Urdu bhisti f. 
Pers. bihisht paradise (prob. joc. origin)] 

bl-, pref. f. L hi-, twice, doubly, having 
two-, two-, freely used in English, esp. 
with wds f. L, but also with E wds (bi- 
-weekly); see also bin-. l.Adjj., (a) having 
two -, as bilateral, bilingual; (b) 
doubly, in two ways, as bi-concave; (o) in 
Bot. & Zool., twice over, i.e. divided into 
similarly divided parts, as bipinnate; (d) 
lasting for two-, appearing every two 
--, as biennial; (e) appearing twice in a 
-——, as biannual, bi-monthly; many wds 
are ambiguous between this & the last, 
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& semi-, half-, would be better here; (f) 
joining two-, as bi-varietal. 2. Nouns, 
double, as bi-millionaire. 3. Chem. nouns 
& adjj., having twice the proportion of 
acid, base, etc., indicated by the simple 
wd, as bicarbonate. Now usu. superseded 
by di-. 

bi' as1, n. (In bowls) lopsided form of a 
bowl, its oblique course, the inserted plug 
of metal or influence deflecting it; 
(metaph. from bowls) inclination, pre¬ 
disposition (towards), prejudice, influence; 
(Dressmaking etc.; as a., n., & adv.) 
cut on the ~, cut ~, cut obliquely across 
the texture, ~ band etc., band so cut. 
[16th c., f. F biais = Pr. biais, Cat. bialx, 
biais, of unkn. orig. ] 

bi'as2, v.t. (-s- or -ss-). Give a bias to, 
influence (usu. unfairly), inspire with 
prejudice, [f. prec.] 

biax'ial, a. With two (optic) axes, [bi- 
(1 a) + AXIAL] 

bib1, v.i. (-bb-). Drink much or often. 
[ME, perh. f. L bibere drink] 

bib2, n. Child’s chin-cloth to keep dress- 
-front clean; adult’s apron-top (best ~ & 
tucker, best clothes), [perh. f. prec.] 

bib3, n. A fish, the whiting-pout, [from 
an inflatable membrane on head resem¬ 
bling prec. ] 

bibb'er, n., bibb'ing, n. & a. Tippler, 
tippling, (usu. in comb., as wine etc. -~). 
(BIB V., -EE1, -ING1* 2] 

bib-cock', n. Tap or faucet with a bent 
nozzle fixed at the end of a pipe (dist. 
stopcock), [perh. f. bib2] 

bibelot (beb'lo), n. Small curio or artistic 
trinket. [F] 

Bi'ble, n. Scriptures of the Old & 
New Testament, a copy of them, a parti¬ 
cular edition of them(BEEECHes, printers’, 

vinegar, wicked, ~); authoritative book; 
~-oath, taken on the ~; ||^-reader, one 
employed to read the ~ from house 
to house; ~-Christian, a member of sect 
so called;—clerk, student at some Oxford 
colleges who reads lessons in chapel. [ME, 
f. OF f. LL f. Gk biblia books pi. of biblion 
dim. of biblos, bublos papyrus] 

bib'lical, a. Of, concerning, contained in, 
the Bible, [f. med. L biblicus (see -ic, -al) ] 

bib'lico-, comb, of biblical, as biblico- 
-poetical. [-0-] 

bib'lio-, comb, form of biblion sec biele. 

Of books or the Bible, 
bibliograph-. Seefoll., & -graph, -grapher, 

-GRAPHIC, -GRAPHY. 
bibliog'raphy, n. History or description 
of books, their authorship, editions, etc.; 
book containing such details; list of books 
of any author, printer, country, subject. 
[f. Gk bibliographia; see biblio-, -graphy] 

bibliol'ater, n., biblidl'atroiJS, a., bib- 
liol'atry,n. Worshipper of, worshipping, 
worship of, books, a book, or the Bible. 
[biblio-, -latry] 

biblioman'ia, biblioman'iac, nn. Rage 
for collecting, enthusiastic collector of, 

bid 
books, [after F bibliomanie; see biblio-, 
-MANIA] 

bib'liophn(e), n. Book-fancier, -lover. 
Hence biblI6ph'ilisn(3), biblioph'iliST 
(3), nn. [F bibliophile (biblio-, -phil)] 

bib'liopole, bibliop'oly, nn. Seller, sell¬ 
ing, of (esp. rare) books, [f. L (-la) f. Gk 
bibliopoles (biblio-, -poles -seller)] 

bib'ulous, a. Absorbent; addicted to 
drink. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L bibulus 
freely drinking (bibere drink) + -ous ] 

bicam'eral, a. With two (legislative) 
chambers. [bi-(1 a) + L camera chamber + 
-AL] 

blcdbb'onate. See bi-(3). 
bice, n. ~ or blue ~, green ~, pigments 
made from blue, green, hydrocarbonato 
of copper; similar pigment made from 
smalt etc.; dull shades of blue & green 
given by these, [f. F bis brownish-grey, 
of unkn. orig.] 

bicentenary (also -SntenO, a. & n. 
(Festival) of the two-hundredth anni¬ 
versary. [bi-(1 a)+L centenarius cen¬ 
tenary ; used of years by confusion with 
centennial] 

bicentenn'ial, a. & n. Lasting, occurring 
every, two hundred years; (n.) = prec. 
[BI-(1 d)+ CENTENNIAL] 

biceph'alous, a. Two-headed. [bi-(1 a) + 
-CKPHAI.OUS ] 

bi'ceps, n. (pi. ~es). Muscle with double 
head or attachment, esp. the upper-arm 
flexor; muscularity. [L, = two-headed f. 
bi-(1 a) +-ceps — caput head] 

bichldr'ide (-kl-), n. Compound in which 
double proportion of chlorine combines 
with metal etc. (now usu. dicliloride). 
[bi-(3)] 

bichrom'ate (-kr-), n. Salt with double 
proportion of chromic acid (now usu. 
dichromate). [Bl-(3)] 

bick'er, v.i. Quarrel; (of stream, rain, 
etc.) brawl, patter; (of flame, light, etc.) 
flash, glitter. [ME biker, beker of unkn. 
orig.; perh. a frequent, formation] 

bicus'pid, a. & n. (Tooth) with two cusps. 
[bi-(1 a)+L cuspis -idis point] 

bi'cycle, n., & v.i. (Ride on) two-wheeled 
vehicle. Hence bi'cycliST(l) n. [F, f. bi- 

(1 a) +Gk kuklos wheel] 
bid1, v.t. & i. (past bad, bade, bid, p.p. 
bidden, bid). Command to (usu. without 
to-, now literary, arch., or poet., for tell 
with to; also abs., as do as you are ~); 
invite (esp. in ~den guest); salute (person) 
with icelcome, farewell, etc.; (esp. at an 
auction) offer price, offer (a certain price) 
for (past & p.p. bid), whence ~d,ER1 n.; 
(Bridge) make a bid2 of or in, make a bid; 
proclaim (defiance, the banns); ~ fair to 
do, show promise of doing; || ~ding- 
-prayer, inviting congregation to join, 
[(a) the standard forms are those of OE 
biddan beg, pray, etc., OS biddian, OHG 
(G)bitten, ON bithja, Goth, bidjan, f. Gmc 
*bidhjan; (b) the meanings include some 
from OE beodan offer, command, etc.. 
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OS biodan, OHG biotan (G bieten), ON 
bjotha, Gotb. biudan, Gmc *beudhan] 

bid2, n. Oiler of price, esp. at auction; 
(Bridge) statement of number of tricks 
player proposes to win in specified suit or 
no-trumps; make a ~ for, (fig.) make an 
attempt to secure (favour, tbe prize, etc.), 
[f. prec.] 

bidd'able, a. Obedient; (of hand or suit 
at cards) capable of being bid. [-able] 

bidd'ing, n. In vbl senses; esp. tbe offers 
at auction; a command. [-ing1 (1)] 

bidd'y, n. (dial.). Chicken, [orig. unkn.] 
bide, v.t. & i. (Arch. & poet, for abide, 
but the regular wd in) ~ one’s time, await 
best opportunity. [OE, OS bidan, OHG 
bilan, ON bltha, Goth, beidan f. Gmc 
* bidan] 

bidet (bed'a), n. Raised narrow bath that 
can bo bestridden. [F, = pony] 

bienn'ial, a. & n. Lasting, recurring 
every, two years; (n., Bot.) plant that 
springs one year, & flowers, fructifies, & 
perishes, the next. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. 
L biennis f. Bl-(1 d) + annus year + -AL] 

bier, n. Movable stand on which coffin 
(or corpse) is taken to grave. [OE beer, OS, 
OHG bara f. WG *bero f. beran beau3; 
mod. sp. app. afterF bidre f. same source] 

biff, n., & v.t., (si.). A smart blow; (vb) 
strike (person), [imit.] 

II biff'in, n. Deep-red cooking-apple. [= 
beefing f. beef + -ing(3) with ref. to the 
colour] 

bi'fid, a. Divided by a deep cleft into two 
parts, [f. L m(fidvs f. st. of findere cut) ] 

bifoc'al, a. & n. pi. 1. Having two foci 
(esp. of combined distant & near vision 
spectacles). 2. n. pi.~ spectacles. [bi-(1 a)] 

bifol'late, a. Of two leaves. [Bi-(la)+L 
folium leaf + -ate2 (2)] 

bi'furcate1 (-ferk-), v.t. & i. Divide into 
two branches, fork. [f. foil., first in p.p. 
-ated] 

bi'furcate2 (-ferk-), a. Forked (esp. in 
Bot.). [f. rued. L bi(furcatus f. furca fork, 
-ate2)] 

bifurcation (-ferk-), n. Division into two 
branches; the point of division; the 
branches or one of them. [f. bifurcate1] 

big, a. & adv. Largo; grown up; pregnant 
(~ with young, also ~-bellied, & esp. fig. 
as ~ with fate, news); important (a ~ 
man; the Big Three, Five, etc., the pre¬ 
dominant few in any affair; get, grow, too 
~ for one’s boots, si., become conceited, 
put on airs); boastful(ly) (~ words, looks; 
look or talk ~); (as distinctive epithet) ~ 
drum, toe, game; Big Ben, great bell in 
the Houses of Parliament; ~ bug (si.), 
= ~wig; ~ business, commerce on the 
grand scale (freq. with sinister implica¬ 
tion); ~ end, end of the connecting-rod 
that encircles the crank-pin; ~-7iom, 
Rocky-Mountain sheep; noise (si.), 
= ~ioig; stick, display of force; 
~'wig, person of importance. Hence 
~'ness n. [orig. unkn. ] 

blg'amist, n. Man (woman) with two 
wives (husbands), [see bigamy, -ist] 

big'amous, a. Guilty of, involving, bi¬ 
gamy. [f. as foil. + -ous ] 

big'amy, n. Having two wives or hus¬ 
bands at once. [ME, f. OF bigamie (-Y3) f. 
bigame bigamous f. LL bigamus (earlier 
di-, see digamy)] 

II bigg, big, n. Four-rowed barley, [f. ON 
bygg, corresp. to OE beow grain, f. Gmc 
*beuwom] 

bight (bit), n. Loop of a rope; curve, 
recess, of coast, river, etc., bay. [OE 
byht, MLG (G) buchl f. Gmc *bugan, see 
BOW3] 

big'ot, n. One who holds irrespective 
of reason, & attaches disproportionate 
weight to, some creed or view. Hence 
~ED2a. [16th c. f. F; orig. unkn.] 

big'otry, n. Conduct, mental state, act, 
of a bigot, [f. F bigoterie; see bigot, -ry ] 

bijou (bezh'bo), n. (pi. -oux, pr. -do) & a. 
Jewel, trinket; small & elegant. [F] 

bijouterie (bezhdot'ere), n. Jewelry, 
trinkets, etc. [F, see prec. & -ry] 

bike, n., & v.i. (Colloq. abbr. for) bicycle. 
bikin'i (-en'e), n. Scanty two-piece beach 
garment worn by women, [f. Z?~, atoll in 
Marshall Islands in Pacific] 

bilat'eral, a. Of, on, with, two sides; 
affecting, between, two parties. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [bi-(1 a) + L latus -eris side 
+ *AL] 

bil'berry, n. Fruit of dwarf hardy N.- 
-Europcan shrub growing on heaths & in 
mountain woods (also blaeberry, whortle¬ 
berry). [cf. Da. bollebser] 

bil'bo, n. (hist.; pi. -os). Sword, [f. 
Bilbao in Spain] 

bil'boes (-oz), n. pi. Iron bar with sliding 
shackles for prisoner, [orig. unkn. ] 

bile, n. Brownish-yellow bitter fluid 
secreted by the liver to aid digestion; de¬ 
rangement of the~; peevishness; ~-stone, 
calculus in gall-bladder. [F, f. L bills] 

bilge1, n. Nearly horizontal part of ship’s 
bottom, inside or out; the foulness that 
collects inside the ~; (si.) nonsense, rot; 
belly of barrel; ~-keel, timber fastened 
under ~ to prevent rolling; —water, 
stinking water collected in ~. [prob. 
var. of bulge] 

bilge2, v.t. & i. Stave in the bilge of, 
spring a leak in the bilge; bulge, swell 
out. [f. prec.] 

bilhdrz'Ija, n. Flat-worm parasitic in 
the blood & bladder of residents in 
tropical countries (esp. Egypt). Hence 
■ 'As'is n., chronic disease produced by its 
presence. [T. Bilharz, discoverer] 

bil'iary (-lya-), a. Of the bile. [f. F biliaire, 
see bile, -ary2] 

biling'ual (-Inggwal), a. Having, speak¬ 
ing, spoken or written in, two languages, 
[f. L bilinguis f. bi-(I a) -f lingua tongue 
+ -AL] 

bil'ious (-lyus), a. Liable to, affected by, 
arising from, derangement of the bile; 
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)' peevish. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~nbss n. [f. F 

i bilieux f. L biliosus; see bile, -ose1, -ous] 
i -bility, suf. See -ble. 

bilk, v.t. Evade payment of (creditor, 
hill); cheat, give the slip to. [orig. 

i uncert.; perh. = balk2 ; earliest use in 
! cribbage, = spoil opponent’s score] 
bill1, n. Obsolete weapon, halberd; (also 
~'hook) concave-edged lopping imple¬ 
ment for pruning etc. [OE, OS bil, OHG 
bill f. WG *biljam] 

bill2, n. Bird’s beak (esp. when slender, 
flattened, or weak, & in pigeons & web- 
-f ooted birds); muzzle of platypus; narrow 
promontory (Portland B~ etc.); point of 
anchor-fluke. Hence ~ed3 (-Id) a. [OE 
bile of unkn. orig.; not elsewhere in Gmc] 

bill3, v.i. Stroke bill with bill (of doves); 
exchange caresses (esp. ~ & coo), [f. 
prec. ] 

bill4, n. Draft of proposed Act of Parlia¬ 
ment; (Law) written statement of (esp. 
plaintiff’s) case (find a true ~, ignore the 
~, forms by which Grand Jury sends, 
does not send, case for trial); note of 
charges for goods delivered or services 
rendered; ‘bank or treasury note; poster, 
placard, programme of entertainment; 
(also ~ of exchange) written order by 
drawer to drawee to pay sum on given 
date to drawer or to named payee (if 
drawn not against value received, but to 
raise money on credit, the ~ is known as 
an accommodation ~); ~ of fare, list of 
dishes to be served, menu, (fig.) pro¬ 
gramme ; ~ of health, certificate regarding 
infectious disease on ship or in port at 
time of sailing (clean ~ of health, no 
disease); ||~ of lading, ship-master’s 
detailed receipt to consignor; ||~ of 
quantities, detailed statement of work, 
prices, dimensions, etc., involved in the 
erection of a building; ~ of sale, trans¬ 
ferring personal property, or authorizing 
its seizure by lender of money if payment 
is delayed; ~s of mortality (hist.), weekly 
return of deaths in London & district 
(within the ~s of mortality, in or near 
London); *~'board, hoarding; —poster, 
-sticker, man who pastes up placards; 
~-broker, -discounter, dealer in, dis¬ 
counter of, ~s of exchange. [ME, AF 
bille, AL billa, Eng. alt. of L bulla in 
medieval sense of seal, sealed document, 
bull3; see billet1] 

bill5, v.t. Announce, put in the pro¬ 
gramme ; to appear etc., announced as 
going to; plaster with placards, [f. prec. ] 

bill'abong, n. (Austral.). Branch of river 
that comes to a dead end. [native] 

bill'et1, n. Order requiring person to 
board & lodge the soldier etc. bearing it 
(every bullet has its ~, hits only by provi¬ 
dential order), place where troops etc. 
are lodged; destination; appointment, 
situation. [ME, AF billelte, AL billelta, 
dim. of billa bill1 ; cf. also OF billete, var. 

f of bullele, med. L bulletta, dim. of bulla] 

bimetallic 
bill'et2, v.t. Quarter (soldiers etc.) on 
(town, householder, etc.), in, at; (of house¬ 
holder) provide (soldier etc.) with board 
& lodging. Hence ~EE, ~ok, nn. [f. 
prec. ] 

bill'et3, n. Thick piece of firewood; 
small bar of metal; short roll inserted at 
intervals in hollow moulding (Norman 
archit.). [ME, f. F billelte & billot dim. of 
bille tree-trunk f. med. L billa, billus 
prob. of Celt. orig. ] 

billet-doux (bllldob'), n. Love-letter 
(joe.). [F] 

bill'iards (-lyardz), n. pi. Game played 
with cues & ivory balls on cloth-covered 
table; billiard-marker, attendant keeping 
the score, [f. F billard cue dim. of bille 
see billet 3 ] 

bill'ingsgate (-z-), n. Abuse, violent 
invective, [from the scolding of fish- 
w'omen in Billingsgate market] 

bill'ion (-yon), n. A million millions; (in 
U.S. & France) a thousand millions. 
[F, coined in 16th c. out of bi- & million 
to denote the second power of a million ; 

meaning afterwards changed in France 
(so U.S.) but not in Britain] 

bill'on, n. Alloy of gold or silver with a 
predominating amount of some base 
metal. [F, f. bille billet3] 

bill'ow1 (-6), n. Great wave; (poet.) the 
sea; (fig.) anything that sweeps along, as 
sound, troops. Hence ~Y2 (-61) a. [f. ON 
bylgja f. Gmc *belgan swell] 

bill'ow2 (-6), v.i. Rise, move, in billows, 
[f. prec.] 

bill'y, n. (Austral.). Tin can used as 
kettle etc. in camping out. [prob. the 
male name] 

II bill'yboy, n. Hiver or coasting trading 
barge, [orig. unkn.] 

II bill'ycock, n. Round-crowned hard felt 
hat, bowler, [said to have been orig. 
designed for William Coke 1850] 

bill'y-goat, n. Male goat. [Billy male 
name] 

bill'y-(h)o, n. (Colloq., used in the inten¬ 
sive phr.) like ~; raining like ~ (cats & 
dogs); fighting like ~ (fiercely), [orig. 
unkn. ] 

bilob'ate, bi'lobed (-obd), aa. With two 
lobes, [bi- (1 a), & see lobe, -ate2 (2), -ed2] 

bil'tong, n. Strips of sun-dried meat. 
[Afrikaans f. bil buttock (from which 
it is cut) +tong tongue (which it looks 
like)] 

Bim, n. (colloq.). Inhabitant of Barbados, 
bim'anal, bim'anous, aa., bim'ane, n. 
(Individual) of the Bimana or two- 
-handed order of mammalia, two-handed. 
[bimane F f. bi-(1 a)+L manus hand, & 
see -al, -ous] 

bimbash'i (-ah-), n. Turkish military 
captain or commander; (formerly) British 
officer in Egyptian service. [Turk., = 
head of a thousand] 

bimetall'ic, a., bimet'allism, n., bi- 
met'allist, n. & a. Of, system of, 
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advocate of, using both gold & silver as 
legal tender to any amount at fixed ratio 
to each other, [f. F bimitallique 1869; see 
BI-(1 a), METALLIC, -ISM(3), -IST(2)] 

bin, n. Receptacle (orig. of wicker, now 
usu. fixed, of wood) for corn, coal, dust, 
bottled wine, etc.; wine from a special 
~; || canvas receptacle used in hop- 
-picking. [OE binne f. OBrit. *benna, or 
f. med.L bcnna — OF banne i. Gaulish 
benna] 

bin-, pref., treated as a euphonic form 
of bi- before vowels. Prob. orig. in F 
binocle (cf. binocular) & extended in E 
esp. to chem. compounds; cf. bichloride, 
biniodide. 

bin'ary, a. Dual, of or involving pairs; 
(Mus.) ~ measure, of two beats to bar; ~ 
form-, of movement in two sections; 
(Astron.) ~ system, two stars revolving 
round common centre or each other; 
(Chem.) ~ compound, of two elements; 
(Math.) ~ scale, with 2 (not 10) as base of 
notation, [f. LL binarius f. bini two 
together] 

bin'ate, a. In pairs, [f. L bini two to¬ 
gether + -ate 2(2) ] 

binaur'al, a. Of, used with, both ears, 
a,s ~ stethoscope, [bin- + acral] 

bind1, v.t. & i. (bound, pr. bow-; also 
arch. p.p. in bounden duty). Tie; fasten, 
attach, to, on; put in bonds, restrain; 
fasten or hold together; be obligatory, 
exercise authority, impose constraint or 
duty, upon, (pass.) be required by duty 
to (do something); subject to legal obliga¬ 
tion (esp. ~ over to appear, to good 
behaviour, to keep the peace; fig., I’ll be 
bound, go bail for statement), indenture 
as apprentice; ratify (~ the bargain); 
make costive; bandage (usu. ~ up); 
wreathe (head etc.) with, (material) round, 
about, on; edge with braid, iron, etc.; 
cohere (of snow etc.); (Bookbind.) fasten 
(sheets) into stiff, orig. leather, vellum, 
etc., now usu. cloth, cover (half-bound, 
with leather at back & comers only), ~ 
up, together in one vol. [OE, OS bindan, 
OHG bintan, ON binda, Goth, bindan f. 
Gmc * bindan] 

bind2, n. Indurated clay between coal 
strata; (Mus.) curved line between two 
notes to bo held as one; = bine, [f. prec. ] 

bin'der, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
book~; obstetric apparatus; long fenc¬ 
ing-withe; tie beam; through-stone in 
wall; wisp of straw, part of reaping- 
-machine, for sheaf-binding; loose cover 
for unbound newspapers etc. [-ER1 ] 

bin'ding1, a. Obligatory (on), [-ing2] 

bin'ding2, n. In vbl senses; also, book- 
cover; braid etc. for protecting raw 
edges, [-ing1] 

bind'weed, n. Kinds of convolvulus & 
other climbing plants, [bindweed] 

bine, n. Flexible shoot; stem of climbing 
plant, esp. the hop. [orig. dial, form of, 
& now replacing, bind2] 

binge (-j), n. (si.). Drinking-bout, spree, 
[orig. dial., = soak] 

bing'o (-ngg-), n. Popular gambling game 
played with cards divided into numbered 
squares, [orig. unkn.] 

binn'acle, n. Receptacle for ship’s com¬ 
pass. [17th c. bittacle etc., f. Sp. or Pg. 
bitncula f. L habitaculum habitation] 

binoc'ular, a. & n. (Field or opera glass) 
adapted for two eyes (n. now usu. pi.), 
[f. L bini two together + oculus eye + -ar 1 ] 

bindm'ial, a. & n. Consisting of two 
terms; ~ theorem, formula for finding 
any power of a ~ without multiplying at 
length; (n.) algebraic expression of two 
terms joined by + or -. [f. mod. L 
binomium ( +-al), a 16th c. application of 
med. L binomius having two personal 
names, irreg. f. bi- (1 a) + nomen name] 

binom'inal, a. Of two names (esp. ~ 
system, of scientific nomenclature by 
genus & species), [f. L binominis (bi- 1 (a) 
+ nomen -inis name) + -al] 

bin'turong, S.-Asian prehensile-tailed 
civet. [Malay] 

bio-, comb, form of Gk bios (course of) 
life, which meaning it has in actual 
borrowings f. Gk, as biography; in mod. 
formations it is extended to include 
organic life (Gk zoe). 

biochem'istry (-kd-), n. Study of tho 
chemical or physico-chemical processes 
& products involved in the life pheno¬ 
mena of plants & animals, [prec. ] 

biogen'esis, n. Hypothesis that living 
matter arises always from living matter. 
[bio- +Gk GENESIS] 

bi'ograph (-ahf), n. Early form of 
cinematograph, [trade name of U.S. 
machine exhibited in London in 1897] 

bidg'raphy, n. Written life of a person; 
branch of literature dealing with persons’ 
lives; life-course of a living being. So 
biOG'RAPEER n., blOGRAPH'IC(AL) aa., bio- 
graph'icalLY2 adv. [f. mod. L f. med. 
Gk biographia see bio-, -graphy ] 

biol'ogy, n. Science of physical life, 
dealing with the morphology, physiology, 
origin, & distribution, of animals & 
plants. So biolo'gic(AL) aa., biolo'gic- 
alLY2 adv., biol'ogiST n. [f. F, G biologie 
see bio-, -logy] 

biom'etry, n., biomet'rlcs, n. pi. 
Science of the application of statistical 
methods to biological facts. So bio- 
met'ric(AL) aa., biometri'ciAN n. [bio-, 
-METRY ] 

bionom'ics, n. pi. Branch of biology 
dealing writh the habits of life of orga¬ 
nisms in their natural surroundings, 
relationship of forms of life to one 
another, etc. (cf. oecology). [f. bio-, after 
economics ] 

biophys'icls (-z-), n. pi. Science of the 
application of the laws of physics to 
biological phenomena. Hence ~ist (-z-) 
n. [bio-] 

bi'oplasm (-zm), bi'oplast, nn. Tho 
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germinal matter, a small separate portion 
of it, from which all living things spring. 
[bio- -fGk plasma see plasma] 

bi'opsy, n. (surg.). Examination of tissue 
cut from the living body. [f. bio-, & see 
optic ] 

bi'oscope, n. = biograph ; (S.-Afr.) cinema. 
[BIO-, -SCOPE] 

bipartisan' (-z-; or -pdrtO, a. Of or 
involving two (political) parties, [bi- 1 (a) 
+ PARTISAN1] 

bipartite, a. 1. (Bot., of leaves) divided 
into two parts. 2. (Law, of treaties, con¬ 
tracts, etc.) drawn up in two correspond¬ 
ing parts. [BI-, PARTITE] 

bi'ped, a. & n., bi'pedal, a. Two-footed 
(animal), [f. L bipes -edis f. Bl-(1 a) + pes 
pedis foot] 

bipinn'ate, a. Having lobes that them¬ 
selves have lobes. [bi-(1 c) + pinnate] 

bi'plane, n. Two-winged aeroplane, [bi- ] 
bipSl'ar, a. With two poles or extremi¬ 
ties. [Bi-(la)] 

Bipon'tine, a. Printed at Zweibrucken 
(editions of classics), [bi- two+L pons 
pontis bridge (transl. of the name) + 
-ine 1 ] 

biquadratic, a. & n. (Number) of the 
fourth power, square of a square; ~ 
(equation), in which there is a ~ variable. 
[bi-(1 b)] 

bffch1, n. Kinds of smooth-barked 
slender-branched northern forest tree; 
(also ~-rod) bundle of its twigs used for 
flogging schoolboys etc. Hence ~'en5 a. 
[OE bierce, OHG birilha f. Gmc * berkj on; 
also OE berc (whence north, dial, birk), 
ON bjork f. Gmc *bcrko] 

bf?ch2, v.t. Flog with a birch, [f. prec.] 
bird, n. Feathered vertebrate; game ~; 
(si.) girl; little ~, unnamed informant; 
oM~, wary person ;~so/o feather, people 
of like character; a ~ in the hand, in the 
bush, certainty, contingency; ~ is flown, 
prisoner etc. escaped; kill two ~s with one 
stone, gain two ends at once; give one, 
get, the ~ (si.), hiss him, be hissed; ~ of 
Jove, eagle, of Juno, peacock, of paradise. 
New Guinea family with beautiful plum¬ 
age, of passage, migratory (also fig. of 
sojourner), of prey, member of orders 
Raplores & Accipitres, as hawk, eagle, owl; 
~-bath, basin in garden etc. for ~s to 
bathe in; ~-cage, for ~ or ~s; ~-fancier, 
one who knows about, collects, breeds, or 
deals in, ~s; —lime, sticky stuff spread 
on twigs to catch ~s; ~-seed, special 
seeds given to caged ~s; ~’s-eye, kinds of 
plant with small bright round flowers as 
mealy primrose or germander speedwell, 
(tobacco) in which ribs are cut as well as 
fibre, ~’s-ej/e view, conspectus of town, 
district, etc., as seen from above, or 
resumS of subject, (of pattern otc.) marked 
with spots; ~’s-/oo(, kinds of votch, 
fern, trefoil, & starfish; ~’s mouth, re¬ 
entrant anglo cut in wood or stone; 
~’s nest, —nest, nest of ~, kinds of plant 

bisector 
as wild carrot, —nest orchid, (v.i., esp. 
in gerund) hunt for nests, (of horse) turn 
head from side to side; —table (for wild 
~s to feed on); ~-watcher, one who ob¬ 
serves or identifies wild ~s, —watching, 
this practice; ~-watch v.i. [OE brid 
young bird, later superseding fowl in gen. 
sense (any) feathered animal-, excl. E, 
etym. unkn.] 

bfrd'ie, n. (golf). Hole done in one under 
par or bogey, [prec. + -Y 3 ] 

bir'eme, n. Ancient galley with two 
banks of oars. [f. L biremis f. Bl-(1 a) + 
remus oar ] 

birett'a, n. Square cap worn by R.-C. 
Sc some Anglican clerics, [f. It. bcrrelta or 
Sp. birreta fern, forms corresp. to med. L 
birretum-, see beret] 

Bir'rel(l)ism, n. Passing comment on 
life, pungent yet kindly, of a type charac¬ 
teristic of the writings & sayings of 
Augustine Birrell, English wit & essayist 
(d. 1933). [-ism] 

biTth, n. Bringing forth of offspring (so 
many at a ~); coming into the world 
(give ~ to); origin, beginning; parentage, 
descent , inherited position; noble lineage, 
high-born people; new ~, regeneration; 
~-control, methods of preventing un¬ 
desired sexual conception, practice of 
these; ~'day, (anniversary of) day of 
one’s ~ (~day present, given on this; 
~day book, for entering friends’ ~days; 
~day suit joc., one’s skin; ~day honours, 
titles etc. given on sovereign’s ~day); 
—mark, peculiar mark on one’s body 
at or from ~, usu. an irregularly-shaped 
blotch of skin dark red in colour; ~- 
-place, at which one was born; 
births per mille of population; right, 
rights belonging to one as eldest son, as 
born in a certain station or country, or 
as a human being. [ME burth(e), byrth(e) 
f. ON burthr = Goth, gabaurths f. Gmc 
*(ga)burlhiz f. stem of beran bear3 + -TH1] 

bis, adv. 1. (mus.). Over again, repeat. 
2. Twice (calling attention to a double 
occurrence in references etc.). [F & It. 
f. L, = twice] 

bis'euit (-kit), n. & a. ]| Piece of un¬ 
leavened bread of various materials, usu. 
crisp, dry, hard, & in small flat thin cakes; 
‘soft round cake; porcelain etc. after 
baking but before glazing & painting; 
II half-piece or third of soldier’s mattress; 
(of) light-brown colour; —throw (Naut.), 
short distance, [earlier bislcet (now assim. 
to mod. F) f. OF bescoit (L BIS, coclus p.p. 
of coquere cook) ] 

Ms ddt qui cit’o flat, sent. He gives 
twice who gives quickly, (formula in 
charity appeals.) [L] 

bise (bez), n. Keen dry N. wind in 
Switzerland, S. France, etc. [F] 

bisect', v.t. Cut or divide into two (prop, 
equal) parts. Hence bisec'noN n. [BI-, 
L secare sect- cut] 

bisec'tor, n. Bisecting line, [-or] 



bisexual 120 
bisex'ual, a. Of two sexes; having both 

sexes in one individual. [bi-(1 a) + 
SEXUAL] 

bish'op, n. Clergyman consecrated as 
eccl. governor of a diocese & possessing 
powers of confirming, instituting, & 
ordaining; ~ suffragan ; mitre-shaped 
piece in chess; mulled & spiced wine; 
Bishops’ Bible, version of 1568; ~’s-cap, 
-hat, -leaves, -weed, various plants. [OE 
biscop, OS biskop, OHG biscof, ON 
biskup t. pop. L *biscopo (cf. Pg. bispo. It. 
vescovo) f. LL f. Gk episkopos (whence 
Goth, aipiskaupus) overseer (epi- + 
-skopos -looking)! 

bish'opric, n. Office of bishop. [OE bis- 
ceoprice (prec. +rice realm cf. G reich)] 

bisk, n. Rich soup made by boiling down 
birds etc. [f. F bisque crayfish soup ] 

Bis'ley (-z-), n. (Used for) the ranges or 
the shooting competitions of the Nat. 
Rifle Association at ~ in Surrey. 

Bismil'lah (-a), int. In the name of 
Allah! (common ejaculation of Moslems 
before action). [Arab, bi-’sm-illahi] 

bis'muth (-z-), n. A reddish-white metal. 
[f. mod. L bisemutum, latinization (1530) 
of G ivismut of unkn. orig. ] 

bis'on, n. Wild ox of two species, (also 
aurochs) formerly over Europe, & still 
in Lithuania, (also buffalo) about Rocky 
Mountains, [f. L bison -ontis f. Gmc 
*wisand cf. OE wesend, OHG wisunt] 

bisque1 (-k), n. (Tennis) right of scoring 
one point without winning it at any time 
in the set; (Croquet) right of playing 
extra turn; (Golf) stroke to be taken when 
desired. [F, etym. unkn. ] 

bisque2 (-k), n. Unglazed white porcelain 
used in statuettes, [f. biscuit] 

bissex'tile, a. & n. Leap(-year). [f. LL 
bi(s)sextilis (annus), (year) containing the 
bis sextus dies or doubled 24th Feb. (the 
sixth day before the calends of March) ] 

bis'tort, n. Herb with cylindrical spike 
of flesh-coloured flowers, [f. med. L 
bistorta (bis twice +torta fem. p.p. of 
torquere twist) w. ref. to twisted form of 
root] 

bis'toury (-tori), n. Surgeon’s scalpel. 
[f. F bistouri, orig. unkn. ] 

bis'tre (-ter), n. & a. Brown pigment pre¬ 
pared from soot; colour(ed) like this. [F, 
etym. unkn. ] 

bit1, n. Something to eat (a ~ & a sup); 
boring-piece of drill, cutting-iron of 
plane, nipping-part of pincers etc., part 
of key that grips lock-lever; mouthpiece 
of bridle, (fig.) control, (draw ~, slacken 
pace; lake ~ between teeth, reject control). 
[OE bite, OS bili, OHG bis, ON bit f. 
Gmc *biliz f. *bitan bite 1 ] 

bit2, n. Morsel of food (dainty ~, til'~); 
small piece of anything (~ by ~, gradu¬ 
ally ; give a ~ of one’s mind, speak 
candidly; do one’s ~, contribute service 
or money to a cause); piece of scenery 
actual or painted; short passage in book 

bittern 

etc.; ~s & pieces (colloq.), odds & ends; 
~s of, poor little (children, furniture); a ~ 
of a, rather a (coward etc.); a ~, rather, 
-not a ~ (of it), not at all, every ~ as, quite 
as; a short time (wait a ~); small coin 
(U.S., of fractions of Spanish dollar; in 
Britain, threepenny ~, etc.). [OE bita, 
OHG bizzo, ON bitit. Gmc *biton f. *bitan 
bite 1 ] 

bit3, v.t. (-tt-). Put bit into mouth of 
(horse); accustom to the bit; restrain, 
[f. BIT1] 

bitch, n. Female of dog, fox, wolf, (usu. 
~ fox, & ~ wolf)-, (derog.) woman, esp. a 
lewd or catty or treacherous one. [OE 
bicce, ON bikkja, relation & etym. unkn. ] 

bite1, v.t. & i. (past bit; p.p. bitten some¬ 
times bit). Cut into or nip with the teeth; 
(with off etc.) detach with the teeth; snap 
at-, (of serpents, fleas, etc.) sting, suck; 
accept bait (lit. & fig.); (of sword etc.) 
penetrate; cause glowing, smarting, etc., 
pain to (frost-bitten); corrode; (of wheels, 
anchor, etc.) grip; (now only in pass.) 
take in, swindle, (were you bitten?)-, ~ the 
dust or ground, fall & die; ~ one’s lips, to 
control anger etc.; ~ off more than one 
can chew, attempt too great a task; 
bitten with, infected with (a mania, 
enthusiasm, etc.). [OE, OS bitan, OHG 
bizan, ON bita, Goth, beitan f. Gmc 
* bitan] 

bite2, n. Act of, wound made by, piece 
detached by, biting; food to eat (~ & 
sup); taking of bait by fish; grip, hold, 
(lit. & fig.); herbage for cattle; (fig.) 
incisiveness, pungency, [f. prec. ] 

bit'er, n. In vbl senses; also, swindler 
(now only in the ~ bit), [-er1] 

bit'ing, a. In vbl senses; esp., pungent, 
stinging, sarcastic. Hence ~LY2 adv. 
[part, of bite1] 

bltt'er, a., adv., & n. 1. Tasting like worm¬ 
wood or quinine, opposite to sweet (~- 
-cup, cup of quassia wood giving ~ tonic 
property to liquid drunk from it); 
unpalatable to the mind, full of affliction; 
virulent, relentless; biting, harsh; pierc¬ 
ingly cold (also as adv., it was ~ cold); to 
the ~ end, last extremity; hence ~ish1 
(2) a., ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 2. n. ~ness 
(the ~ ivith the siveet, the ~s of life); (pi.) 
liquors impregnated with wormwood etc. 
taken as stomachics; = beer, opp. mild; 
~ -sweet, sweet(ness) with ~ after-taste or 
element (lit. & fig.), woody nightshade. 
[OE biter, OS, OHG biltar, ON bitr, Goth. 
baitrs, prob. f. Gmc *bitan bite1; the ~ 
end may be f. Naut., where the wds 
mean the last part of a cable left round 
the bitts when the rest is overboard, bitter 
being the turn at any moment on the 
bitts] 

bitt'erling, n. Small carp-like freshwater 
fish of Central Europe. [G, f. bitter bitter 
+ ling -ling1] 

bitt'ern, n. Kinds of marsh bird allied 
to herons, esp. one known for its booming 
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Dote. [ME botor etc. f. OF butor f. Rom. 
*butitaurus f. L butio bittern +tauras 
bull] 

|] bitt'ock, n. (dial.). Little bit. [bit2 + 
-OCR] 

bitts, n. pi. Pair of posts on deck for 
fastening cables etc. [ME (c. 1300), f. ON 
biti cross-beam; cf. LG, Du. bating] 

bit'um|en, n. Mineral pitch, asphalt; 
kinds of native oxygenated hydrocarbon, 
as naphtha, petroleum. Hence ~iniFf 
erous, bitum'inous, aa. [L, genit. 
■minis] 

bitum'inizle, -is[e (-iz), v.t. Convert 
into, impregnate or varnish with, bitu¬ 
men. Hence ~a'tion n. [prec.+-ize 

(3, 5)] 
bi'valent, a. = divalent. 

bi'valve, a. & n., bi'valved (-vd), blval- 
vular, aa. With two valves; (mollusc) 
with hinged double shell; oyster. [Bl- 
(1 a) 4-valve, valved2, & see -ule, -ar1] 

biv'ouac (-do-), v.i. & n. (-asking, -acked). 
(Remain, esp. for the night, in) temporary 
encampment without tents; bivouacked, 
in ~, see -ed1 (2). [F, prob. f. G beiwacht 
(by, watch) additional guard at night (in 
Argau & Zurich)] 

biz, n. (colloq.). Business, [abbr. ] 
bizdrjre', a. Eccentric, fantastic, gro¬ 
tesque, mixed in style, half barbaric. 
So ~'rerie (-re) [-ery] n. [F; cf. Sp. 
bizarro handsome, brave. It. bizzarro 
choleric perh. f. Basque bizarra beard ] 

blab, v.t. & i. (-bb-), & n. 1. Talk or tell 
foolishly or indiscreetly, reveal, let out, 
(secrets etc., or abs.); hence ^b'ER1 n. 
2. n. Person who ~s. [imit., cf. babble; 

ME blabbe n., babbler (whence later blab 
vb) & ME blabber vb ; cf. OHG blabbizon, 
ON blubbra, G plappern] 

black1, a. 1. Opposite to white, colourless 
from the absence or complete absorption 
of all light; so near this as to have 
no distinguishable colour; very dark- 
-coloured (~ in the face, purple with 
strangulation or passion); dark-skinned; 
dark-clothed; (of sky, deep water, etc.) 
dusky, gloomy; (of hands, linen) dirty; 
(as specific epithet) ~ bear, currant, snake, 
heart-cherry; deadly, sinister, wicked, 
hateful, (~-hearted; ~ ingratitude; crimes 
of ~est dye); dismal (~ despair); angry, 
sulky, threatening, (—browed; ~ looks; 
look ~); implying disgrace or condemna¬ 
tion (~ mark, of discredit against one’s 
name; ~ book, list, of persons suspect, 
tabooed, etc.; deep in one’s ~ books, quite 
out of his favour); (of goods etc.) not to 
be handled by workers on strike. 2. ~ & 
blue, discoloured with bruise; ~ <£■ tan, 
(dog) so coloured, B~ & Tans, ex-service 
recruits of the R.I.C. against Sinn-Feiners 
1021 named from mixture of military & 
constabulary uniforms; ~ <fr white, ink 
drawing (down in ~ & white, recorded in 
writing or print); ~ art, magic [~ partly 
in sense wicked, partly by assoc, w. med. 

black 
L nigromaniia corrupt, of necromancy]; 

~ ball, used to reject candidate in club 
ballot, whence —ball' v.t.; —beetle, 
cockroach; ~'6errj/, bramble or its fruit 
(plentiful as ~berries, as can be; ~berry¬ 
ing, gathering them); ~’bird, European 
song-bird, kidnapped Negro on slave-ship 
(~birding, trade in these); ~-board, in 
lecture-room for demonstrations in chalk; 
II ~ cap, put on by judge in sentencing to 
death; ~'cap, kinds of bird, esp. the ~ 
warbler; ~ cattle ; || ~-coal worker, clerk 
etc. (opp. industrial employee); ~'cocfc, 
male (opp. grey-hen) of ~ grouse; ~ coffee 
(without milk, usu. strong); ||Z?~ Country, 
smoky district in Staffs. & War.; ~ dog, 
sulks; ~ draught, an aperient; ~ eye, dis¬ 
coloured with bruise, also with dark iris 
whence —eyED2 (-id) a.; ~-faee, dark- 
-faeed sheep; ~ fellow, Australian ab¬ 
original ; ~-fish, a species, also salmon just 
after spawning; ~ flag, used by pirates, 
also signal of execution completed; 
Black’foot (pi. -feet), member of a tribe of 
N.-Amer. Indians; ~ friar, Dominican; 
~ frost, hard frost without snow or rime; 
~ game, ~ grouse (& see ~coc/c); ~guard 
(blag'ard), (n. & a.) scoundrel(ly), foul- 
- mouthed (person), whence ~guardLY1 
(-ag1) a., (v.t.) call ~guard, abuse scurri- 
lously [orig. collect, n., applied at various 
times to menials of royal household, 
camp-followers, bodyguard, criminal 
class, & vagrants]; I>’~ Hand, secret 
organization of Italian ~mailers & thugs 
in U.S.; ~-head, kinds of bird, esp. 
kind of gull, (also) kind of pimple on the 
skin; ~ hole, military lock-up (so B~ 
Hole of Calcutta); ~ jack, tarred-leather 
wine-bottle, also pirates’ ~ flag, also 
flexible loaded life-preserver; ~-leod, 
(polish with) plumbago [named from 
marking like lead]; ~'leg, swindler esp. 
on turf, II workman who works for master 
whose men are on strike (v.i. & t., act as 
'-leg, betray or injure thus) [orig. of 
senses unknown ]; ~ letter, old type like 
the German; ~ list (of persons under 
suspicion, liable to punishment, etc.); 
~list' (v.t.), enter name of (person) on 
~ list; ~'mail, (hist.) tribute exacted by 
freebooters for protection & immunity, 
(mod., v.t. & n.) (force to make) payment 
for not revealing discreditable secrets 
etc., whence ~mail'ERl n. [obs. mail 
lent, OE mal f. ON mat agreement perh. 
= OHG mahal assembly]; ~ Maria, 
vehicle for taking prisoners from & to 
gaol; ~ market, illegitimate traffic in 
officially controlled goods or currencies 
or in commodities in short supply (~ 
marketeer, one who engages in this), 
place where this traffic is carried on; 
~ mass, travesty of the mass said to be 
used in the cult of Satanism (also Eccl., a 
Requiem Mass); ~ monk, Benedictine; 
~ pudding, sausage-shaped of blood, suet, 
etc.; II B~ Rod, gentleman usher of Lord 
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Chamberlain’s department, House of 
Lords, & Garter; ~ sheep, scoundrel; 
—shirts, fascists; smith, smith working 
in iron (cf. white smith); —''thorn, thorny 
shrub bearing white flowers before leaves 
& small plums or sloes (~thorn winter, 
time of its flowering, cold with NE 
winds), cudgel or walking-stick of this; 
~ velvet, mixture of stout & champagne; 
IIZ?— watch1, 42nd Highlanders [f. orig. 
uniform]; —water fever, tropical disease 
with bloody urine etc.; ~ widow, common 
Amer. spider, the female of which devours 
its mate. Hence ~'ish1 (2) a., ~'ness n. 
[OE bleec, bloc, OHG blah-, black- (in 
comb.) of unkn. orig.] 

black2, n. Black colour; black paint, dye, 
varnish; black speck; fungus, smut, in 
wheat etc.; particle of soot; black 
cloth(es); Negro or negrito, whence ~'y3 
n. [f. prec. ] 

black3, v.t. Make black; polish with 
islacking ; ~ out: obliterate or obscure; 
obscure (windows etc.) to prevent any 
light being seen from outside, esp. from 
the air, also abs.; ~-out n.: ~ing out or 
being ~ed out (also attrib., as ~-owf 
material, offences, time); (fig.) condition of 
obscuration; temporary complete failure 
of memory; in flying, temporary blind¬ 
ness etc. resulting from centrifugal force 
when a sudden turn is made (v.i., suffer 
this), [f. BLACK1] 

black'amdor, n. Negro; dark-skinned 
person. [BLACK1 + MOOR2] 

black'avised (-Izd) a. (arch.). Dark-com¬ 
plexioned. [black1 + F vis face ] 

black'en, v.t. & i. Make, grow, black or 
dark; speak evil of (person’s character). 
[ME blaknen (black 1, -en6)] 

black'ing, n. In vbl senses; also, paste 
or liquid for blacking boots, [-ing1] 

bladd'er, n. Membranous bag in human 
& other animal bodies (esp. the urinary 
~, also gall, air, swimming, -~); the 
same or part of it prepared for various 
uses, inflated etc.; (fig.) anything inflated 
& hollow, wordy man, windbag; inflated 
pericarp or vesicle in plants & seaweeds 
(~-wracfc, common seaweed with these 
in its fronds). Hence ~Y2 a. [OE blaedre, 
OS blddra, OHG bldtara, ON blathra f. 
Gmc *bUedramf. *blx- blow1] 

blade, n. (Vague & poet.) leaf; flat 
lanceolate leaf esp. of grass & cereals; 
whole of such plants before ear comes 
(in the ~); (Bot.) expanded part of leaf 
apart from foot-stalk; flattened part of 
instrument, as oar, bat, spade, paddle- 
-wheel; cutting-piece of edged tool, as 
sword, chisel, knife; sword; (also ~- 
-bone) flat bone, esp. shoulder-~ as joint 
of meat or otherwise; jovial, hectoring, 
gay, etc., fellow (usu. with epithet). 
Hence (-)blad'ED2 a. [OE bleed, OHG 
blat, ON blaih f. Gmc *bladham f. *hlb see 
blow3] 

II blae'berry (bla-), n. = bilberry, [f. 

blae (Sc. & north, dial. f. ME bio f. ON 
blar; see blue) + berry ] 

blague (-ahg), n. Humbug, claptrap. [F] 
*blah, n. (colloq.). Hyperbolic & frothy 
talk or-writing, [orig. unkn.] 

blain, n. Inflamed sore on skin, pustule. 
[OE blegen cf. Du. blein] 

blamle1, v.t. Find fault with (for offence 
etc.); fix the responsibility on; be to ~e, 
deserve censure. Hence ~'able a., 

~'abi.Y2 adv. [f. OF bla(s)mer, ult. f. LL 
blasphemare blaspheme ] 

blame2, n. Censure; responsibility for 
bad result (lay the ~ on, bear the ~). [f. 
OF bla(s)me cf. prec. ] 

blame'ful (-mf-), a. (Rare) conveying, 
(usu.) deserving, censure, [-ful] 

blame'less (-ml-), a. Innocent. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [-less] 

blame'worthly (-mwdldh-), a. Deserving 
blame. Hence ~iness n. 

blanch (-ah-), v.t. & i. Make white by 
withdrawing colour, peeling (almonds), 
or depriving of light (plants); make or 
grow pale with fear, cold, etc.; ~ over, 
palliate by misrepresentation. [ME, f. OF 
blanchir (blanc blank)] 

blancmange (blamahnzh'), n. Opaque 
white jelly of isinglass, gelatine, or corn- 
-flour, & milk. [ME blancmangcr f. OF 
(blanc blank -{-manger eat f. L manducare 
manducate) ] 

bland, a. Gentle, polite, in manner; 
ironical; balmy, mild. Hence~'ly2 adv., 
~'ness n. [f. L blandus] 

blan'dlsh, v.t. Flatter, coax. Hence 
~ment n. (usu. in pi.). [ME, f. OF blandir 
(-ISH2) f. L blandiri (blandus)] 

blank1, a. Not written or printed on (of 
paper); (of document) with spaces left 
for signature or details (in ~, drawn in 
~, so prepared; ~ cheque, with amount 
left for payee to fill in, hence = carte 

blanche) ; empty, not filled, (~ space 
etc.; ~ cartridge, without ball); void of 
interest, incident, result, or expression; 
look ~, nonplussed; unrelieved, sheer; 
unrhymed (~ verse, esp. the five-foot 
iambic). Hence ~'ness n. [f. OF blanc 
white f. Rom. "blancus f. Gmc *blankaz] 

blank2, n. Lottery ticket that gains no 
prize; space left to be filled up in docu¬ 
ment, empty surface (one’s mind, memory 
etc., is a ~, has no sensations etc.); 
‘document having blank space(s) to be 
filled up; words printed in italics in Pari, 
bills; time without incident, thing with¬ 
out meaning; coin-disc before stamping; 
= ~ cartridge (20 rounds of ~); dash 
written instead of word or letter, whence 
~, ~2/, ~ed, as substitutes for abusive 
nouns and adjj. [uses of prec.] 

blank'et1, n. & a. 1. Largo woollen sheet 
used for bed covering, for horse-cloth, 
& by savages for clothes; wet ~, person 
w-ho extinguishes conversation; born on 
the wrong side of the ~, illegitimate. *2. 
adj. General rather than individual. 
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covering all cases or classes. [ME, f. OF 
blanquette (blanc blank + -ette) ] 

blank'et2, v.t. Cover with a blanket; 
stifle, keep quiet, (scandal, question, etc.); 
toss in a blanket as punishment; take 
wind from sails of (another craft) by¬ 
passing to windward, [f. prec. ] 

blank'ly, adv. Without expression, vacu¬ 
ously, (look ~ etc.); flatly (deny ~ etc.). 
[BLANK1+-LY2] 

blanquette (blahiikgt'), n. (cookery). 
White dish, such as a fricassee with white 
sauce. [F] 

blare, v.i. & t., & n. (Make) sound of 
trumpet; utter loudly. [ME bleren, imit.; 
cf. MDu. blaren, MHG bleren, blerren, G 
pldrren J 

blarn'ey, n., & v.t. & i. (Use, assail with) 
cajoling talk. [Blarney, Irish castle near 
Cork with stone conferring a cajoling 
tongue on whoever kisses it ] 

blase (-aliz'a), a. Cloyed, tired of pleasure. 
[F] 

blasphem|e', v.i. & t. Talk impiously; 
utter profanity about, revile. So ~'er2 

(4), blas'phemYl, nn., blas'phemousa,, 
blas'phernousi.Y2 adv. [ME blasfemen 
f. OF blasfemer f. LL blasphemare f. Gk 
blasphemed ; cf. blame ] 

blast1 (-ah-), n. Strong gust of wind: 
sound of wind-instrument; current of air 
in smelting etc. (in, out of, ~, of furnace 
working or not); quantity of explosive 
used in blasting operation; destructive 
wave of highly compressed air spreading 
outwards from an explosion; furnace, 
smelting furnace into which compressed 
hot air is driven by engine. [OE bliest, 
OHG blast, ON blaslr f. Gmc *blsest- f. 
*blsesan blow see blaze5] 

blast2 (-ah-), v.t. Blow up (rocks etc.) 
with explosives; wither, shrivel, blight, 
(plant, animal, limb, prosperity, charac¬ 
ter; esp., with subj. God understood, in 
curses, whence ~ed, damnable), [f. prec. ] 

blasto-, first element in many biological 
terms, meaning germ, bud. [f. Gk blastos 
sprout] 

blas'tod^rm, n. Disc of cells found in 
the early segmentation of a fertilized 
ovum (as differentiated from blastula, 
hollow ball of cells, & morula, solid ball), 
[prec. +Gk derma skin] 

blat'ant, a. Noisy, vulgarly clamorous; 
flagrant, palpable. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
blat'ANCY n. [a Spenserian wd (blattant) 
of uncert. orig.; perh. after Sc. blaland = 
bleating] 

blather(skite). See blether. 

blaze1, n. Bright flame or tire (in a ~, on 
fire); (si.) ~s = hell (go to ~s, what the 

/; like ~s, impetuously); violent out¬ 
burst (~ of passion etc.); glow of colour, 
bright display; full light (~ of publicity). 
[OE blase, bleese torch, f. Gmc *blason-; 
cf. MHG bias torch; ult. cogn. w. blaze3] 

blaze2, v.i. Burn with flame (~ up, burst 
into blaze); be brilliantly lighted; burn 

with excitement etc. (~ up, burst out 
in anger); show bright colours; emit 
light; ~ away, fire continuously with 
rifles etc., work enthusiastically at any¬ 
thing ; blazing indiscretion, rash & 
conspicuous piece of candour; (Hunting) 
blazing scent, very strong (opp. to cold 
scent), [f. prec.] 

blaze3, n. White mark on horse’s or ox’s 
face, or made on tree by chipping bark 
to mark route, [f. 17th c.; = ON blesi, 
OHG blassa (G blesse), MDu. blesse in 
same sense; stem bias- cogn. w. MHG 
bias bald, G blass pale] 

blaze4, v.t. Mark (tree, & so path) by 
chipping bark, esp. ~ a trail, also fig. 
[f. prec.] 

blaze6, v.t. Proclaim as with trumpet, 
esp. ~ abroad, spread (news) about. [ME 
blasen blow prob. f. ON blasa = OHG 
blasan, Goth, -blesan f. Gmc *bl£san (cf. 
blast) f. *blse- (blow1); later sense ‘pro¬ 
claim’ f. MLG, MDu. bldzen] 

blaz'er, n. Coloured jacket for boating, 
golf, etc. [BLAZE2 +-ER.1] 

blaz'on1, n. Heraldic shield, coat of 
arms, bearings, or banner; correct 
description of these; record, description, 
esp. of virtues etc. [ME, f. OF blason 
shield, of unkn. orig.] 

blaz'on2, v.t. Describe or paint (arms) 
heraldically; inscribe (object) v-ith arms, 
names, etc., in colours or ornamentally; 
give lustre to; set forth in fitting words; 
proclaim. Hence ~ment n. [f. prec. 
partly confused in sense with blaze6] 

blaz'onry, n. (Art of describing or paint¬ 
ing) heraldic devices, armorial bearings; 
brightly coloured display, [prec.+-ry] 

-ble, suf. OF f. L -bilis forming vbl adjj. 
active or passive (penetrabilis penetrat¬ 
ing or penetrable) f. vb or p.p. stems. 
L has -ab., -eb., -ib., or -ib., acc. to conjug. 
(-lb. also f. p.p. stems as flexlbilis). Mod. 
F in making new wds uses only -able; E 
vacillates between this & using -ible 
wherever there was or might be a L 
-ibilis; to this confusion is added that 
between -able Sc -cable; -eable is necessary 
after soft -c, -g, (cf. navigable, manage¬ 
able) ; it is also used in some wds to affect 
the vowel of the previous syllable (tame¬ 
able). See also -able, -ible. The E 
meaning in new wds is always passive, 
but some older wds (capable, durable) 
have active meaning after the older F 
(f. L) tradition. From adjj. in -ble are 
formed nouns in -bility (L -bilitas, see -ty) 

as well as in -bleness. 
bleach, v.t. & i. Whiten by exposure to 
sunlight or by chemical process; ~ing- 
-powder, chloride of lime. Hence ~'er1 n.; 
ono who ~es (esp. textiles); vessel or 
chemical used in ~ing; *(usu. pl.)outdoor 
uncovered plank-seat for spectators at 
sports grounds. [OE blsecan, ON bleikja, 
OHG bleichcn f. Gmc *blaikjan f. *blaik- 
white] 
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bleak1, n. Small river fish, & allied sea- 
fish, of various species. [15th c. bleke; cf. 
ON bleikja, OHG bleicha f. Gmc *blaikjdn 
f. *blaik- white] 

bleak2, a. Wanting colour; bare, exposed, 
windswept; chilly; dreary. [16th c., of 
obsc. phonology; rel. to obs. bleach, obs. 
blake (= OE bloc, ON bleikr) pale, ult. f. 
Gmc *blaik-; see bleach] 

blear, a., & v.t. (Make) dim-sighted, dull, 
filmy, (eyes or mind); (make) indistinct 
in outline; ~-eyed, having ~ eyes or wits. 
Hence ~'y2 a. [ME blere a. & vb, cogn. 
w. MHG blerre blurred vision, LG blarr-, 
blerr-oged blear-eyed] 

bleat, v.i. & t., & n. (Make) sheep’s, 
goat’s, or calf’s, cry; speak (& ~ out, say) 
feebly or foolishly or plaintively, [imit.; 
OE bleetan, OHG blazen, Du. blaten] 

bleb, n. Small blister or bubble on skin, in 
water or glass, [imit. of making bubble 
with lips, cf. blab, blob, blubber] 

bleed, v.i. & t. (bled). Emit blood (heart 
~s, is in acute distress); suffer wounds or 
violent death (often for cause etc.); (of 
plants) emit sap; part with money, pay 
lavishly, suffer extortion; draw blood 
surgically from; extort money from; 
II (part., vulg. euphem., cf. blinking, 
blooming, for) bloody; ~ing heart, pop. 
name of various plants, as wallflower. 
Hence ~'er1 n., person inclined to ~ 
excessively from a slight injury. [OE 
bledan, ON bleetha f. Gmc. *blodhjan f. 
*blddham blood] 

bleep, n., & v.i. 1. (Sound of radio signal 
transmitted from) Russian earth satellite 
launched in 1957. 2. v.i. Transmit this 
signal, [imit. ] 

blem'ish1, v.t. Mar, spoil the beauty or 
perfection of, sully. [ME, f. OF ble(s)mir 
(-ish2) f. ble(s)me pale, of Gmc orig. ] 

blem'ish2, n. Physical or moral defect, 
stain, flaw. [f. prec. ] 

blench, v.i. & t. Start aside, flinch, quail; 
close the eyes to, disguise from oneself, 
[hist, obsc.; perh. f. OE blencan, ON 
blekkja deceive; w. later senses cf. blink ] 

blend1, v.t. & i. (~ed or blent). Mix (things) 
together (esp. sorts of tea, spirit, to get 
certain quality); mingle (t., & i. of element) 
intimately with; mix (components) so as 
to be inseparable & indistinguishable; 
become one, form harmonious compound; 
pass imperceptibly into each other (esp. 
of colours). [ME, f. ON blanda mix, not 
continuous w. cogn. OE (= OS, Goth.) 
blandan, OHG blantan] 

blend2, n. Mixture made of various sorts 
of tea, spirits, etc. [f. prec.] 

blende, n. Native sulphide of zinc. [G 
blende f. blenden deceive, also blendendes 
Erz deceiving ore ‘because while often 
resembling galena it yielded no lead’ ] 

Blen'heim (-Snim), n. & a. Kind of 
spaniel; || ~ Orange, golden-coloured 
apple. [Duke of Marlborough’s seat at 
Woodstock] 

blenno-, blenn-, stem of many wds in pa¬ 
thology. Of mucus. [Gk biennos mucus] 

blenn'y, n. Small cpiny-finned sea-fish, 
[as prec. (through L blennius) from 
mucous coating of its scales] 

blent. See blend1. 
bleph'aro-, stem of pathological words. 

Of the eyelids, [f. Gk blevharon eyelid] 
bles'bok, n. Large S.-African antelope. 

[Afrikaans, f. bles blaze3 (from white 
mark on forehead) -fhofc goat] 

bless, v.t. (past & p.p. ~ed, sometimes 
blest, & see under blessed). Consecrate 
(esp. food; not a penny to ~ oneself with, 
w. ref. to cross on silver penny); call 
holy, adore, (God); attribute good 
fortune to (esp. one’s stars); pronounce 
words that bring supernatural favour 
upon (of father, priest, etc.); invoke 
God’s favour on; make happy or success¬ 
ful (abs. or with something); God ~ me, 
~ me, God ~ you, ~ you, ~ the boy, ~ my 
soul, I’m blest, exclamations of surprise 
or indignation; (euphem.) = damn, curse, 
etc. [excl. E; OE blcedsian, bledsian, 
bletsian, f. Gmc *blodhisojan f. *blodham 
blood (mark with blood, consecrate); 
meaning influenced (1) by the word’s 
being used at the Eng. conversion to 
translate L benedicere, (2) by confusion 
with the independent bliss] 

bless'6d, blest, (for pronunc. see under 
etym.), a. Consecrated; revered; fortu¬ 
nate ; ~ with, fortunate in the possession 
of (esp. iron.); in paradise (esp. as n., the 
~); blissful, bringing happiness (~ igno¬ 
rance etc.); (euphem.) cursed, [p.p. of 
prec.; as p.p. & past tense blessed is usu. 
monosyl., as adj. disyl.; of the adj. forms 
blessed is the ordinary, blest the poet., also 
used in some phrr. as Isles of the Blest ] 

bless'edness, n. Happiness; enjoyment 
of divine favour; single ~, jocular phr. 
for being unmarried (perversion of 
Shakesp. M.N.D., i. i. 78). [prec. + 
-NESS] 

bless'ing, n. Declaration, invocation, or 
bestowal, of divine favour; grace before 
or after food (ask a ~); gift of God, 
nature, etc., thing one is glad of; ~ in 
disguise, unwelcome but salutary ex¬ 
perience etc. [bless + -ing 1 ] 

bleth'er, blath'er, (-dh-), v.i., & n. (Talk) 
loquacious nonsense. Hence blath'er- 
skite, bleth'erskate, nn. (dial.), ble¬ 
thering person. [ME blather f. ON 
blathra talk nonsense (blalhr nonsense); 
blether is the Scots form adopted from 
Burns etc. ] 

blew, past of blow L 3. 

blew'it (-do-), n. A late edible mushroom 
with lilac stem. [prob. f. blue, cf. dial, 
name blue-legs] 

blight1 (-it), n. Disease of unknown or 
atmospheric origin affecting plants; 
plant disease caused by fungoid para¬ 
sites, mildew, rust, smut; species of 
aphis; hazy close state of atmosphere; 
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any obscure malignant influence. [17th 
c., of unkn. orig.] 

blight2 (-it), v.t. Exert baleful influence 
on, nip in the bud, wither, mar. Hence 
•—'er1 (-it-) n., esp. (si.) annoying person, 
[f. prec. ] 

II Blight'y (-it-), n. (army si.). England, 
home, after foreign service (a ~ one, 
wound that ensures return to ~). [Anglo- 
-Xnd. corruption of Hind, wildyali, bilati, 
European, English (wildyat country, cf. 
Turk. VILAYET)] 

]| blim'ey, int. (vulg.) of surprise etc. 
[= God blind me!] 

blimp, n. 1. Small non-rigid airship. 
2. (Col.) Blimp, character invented by the 
cartoonist David Low (b. 1891), repre¬ 
senting a pompous, obese, elderly figure 
pop. interpreted as type of diehard or 
reactionary. Hence ~'ery (4), ~'ishNESS, 
nn. [perh. f. limp2] 

blind1, a. Without sight (~ in one eye, — 
of an eye, having one eye ~; turn a or 
one’s ~ eye to, affect not to see); without 
foresight, discernment, or moral or intel¬ 
lectual light (~ to, incapable of appreci¬ 
ating ; one’s ~ side, direction in which one 
is unguarded); reckless; mechanical, not 
ruled by purpose, (~ forces); hard to 
trace (~ track); (Post Office) ~ letter, 
man, reader, of ill-addressed letters & 
the officials dealing with them; concealed 
(~ ditch; ’—'-stitch, sewing visible only 
on one side, also as v.t. Sz i. sew thus); 
~ door etc., walled up; closed at one 
end (~ alley; ’—-alley occupations, such as 
fail to fit one for anything further); 
(si.) drunk (also ~ drunk, — to the world); 
— flying, flying without sight of the 
ground, or guidance from (directional) 
wireless signals; ~ hazard, hookey, card- 
-games; —-man’s-buff, game in which 
blindfold player tries to catch others, 
who push him about [f. obs. buff= 
buffet]; ~ stamping, tooling (in book¬ 
binding without use of ink or goluleaf); 
—-story, triforiom admitting no light; ~ 
man’s holiday, time before candles are 
lighted; ~ coal, burning without flame, 
anthracite; —worm, — SLOW-worm (f. 
small size of eyes). [OE, OS blind, OHG 
blint, ON blindr, Goth, blinds f. Gmc 
*blindaz] 

blind2, v.t. & i. Deprive of sight per¬ 
manently or temporarily; rob of judge¬ 
ment, deceive; (v.i., si.) go blindly or 
heedlessly (chiefly of reckless motorists); 
—ing (vbl. n.), process of covering newly 
made road with fine material to fill 
interstices, material used for this purpose, 
[f. prec.] 

blind3, n. Obstruction to sight or light; 
screen for windows, esp. on roller 
(Venetian —, of laths running on web¬ 
bing); (Fortif.) = foil.; pretext, stalking- 
-horse; (si.) drinking-bout. [f. prec.] 

blind'age, n. Screen for troops in forti¬ 
fication, sieges, etc. [-AGE] 

blind'fdld1, v.t. Deprive (eyes, person) 
of sight with bandage (also fig.), [replac¬ 
ing (through notion of folding) ME blind- 
fellcn (fell v.) strike blind, chiefly used 
in p.p. whence the -d, which helped the 
confusion ] 

blind'fSld2, a. & adv. With eyes ban¬ 
daged; without circumspection, [p.p., 
earlier blindfelled see prec. ] 

blind'ly, adv. Without seeing, gropingly; 
recklessly. [-LY2] 

blind'ness, n. Want of sight; want of 
intellectual or moral sense, folly, reck¬ 
lessness. [-NESS] 

blink1, v.t. & t. Move the eyelids; look 
with eyes opening & shutting; shut 
the eyes for a moment; shine with un¬ 
steady light, cast momentary gleam; 
ignore, shirk consideration of, (esp. the 
fact); (part., vulg. euphem., cf. bleeding, 
blooming, for) bloody, [hist. & relations 
obsc.; in ME a rare var. of northern 
blenk — blench; common f. late 10th c., 
coinciding w. MDu., Du., G blinken] 

blink2, n. Momentary gleam or glimpse; 
(also ice—) whiteness about horizon, 
reflection of distant ice-fields, [f. prec.] 

blink'er, n. In vbl senses; also, (usu. pi.) 
screen(s) preventing horse from seeing 
sideways, [-er1] 

bliss, n. Gladness, enjoyment; perfect 
joy, blessedness; being in heaven. Hence 
~'ful a., ~'fulLY2 adv., ~'fulNESS n. 
[OE bliths, bliss, OS blidsea f. blithe + 

suf. -sjd-; sense ‘heavenly joy’ by assoc, 
w. BLESS] 

blis'ter, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Vesicle on skin 
filled with serum, caused by friction, 
burning, etc.; similar swelling on surface 
of plant, metal, painted wood; (Med.) 
anything applied to raise a ~~ (almost 
pure) copper; — gas, poison gas causing 
~s on skin. 2. vb. Raise ~ on; become 
covered with ~s. [ME blister, blester, of 
unkn. orig.; cf. OF blestre, blo(u)stre 
swelling, pimple] 

blithe (-dh), a. Gay, joyous, (chiefly poet.). 
Hence ~'ly2 (-dhl-) adv., ~'some (-dhs-) 
adj. [OE blithe, OS blithi, OHG blidi, ON 
bllthr, Goth, bleiths f. Gmc. *blithiz] 

blith'ering (-dh-), a. (colloq.). Senselessly 
talkative; consummate (~ idiot); con¬ 
temptible. [part, of blither, var. of 
BLETHER] 

blitz, n., & v.t., (colloq.). 1. Intensive 
(esp. air) attack. 2. v.t. Damage or 
destroy in ~ (esp. in pass., as —ed areas, 
cities), [abbr. of foil.] 

bllts'krieg (-kreg), n. A violent cam¬ 
paign intended to bring about speedy 
victory. [G, = lightning war ] 

blizz'ard, n. Blinding snow-storm. [U.S. 
‘violent blow’ (1829), ‘snow-storm’ (1870), 
orig. unkn.; cf. blizz downpour (of rain, 
1770)] 

bloat1, v.t., bloat'er, n. Cure (herring) 
by salting & smoking slightly into 
bloated herring or bloater, [f. obs. adj. 
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bloat, earlier blote; orig. obsc., rel. to foil, 
uncert.; w. 16-17th c. blo(a)te herring cf. 
O N blaulr fiskr soft fish ] 

bloat2, v.t. & i., bloat'ed, a. Inflate, 
swell (t. & i.); (chiefly in p.p. as adj.) 
puffed up, esp. with gluttony, overgrown, 
too big, pampered (esp. bloated aristocrat, 
armaments), [f. obs. adj. blaule, bloivt(e), 
later (? after prec.) bloat, perh. f. ON 
blautr soft, flabby; cf. prec. ] 

blob, n. Drop of liquid; small roundish 
mass; spot of colour; (Cricket) = duck’s 
egg. [imit., cf. bleb] 

blobb'er-lipped (-Ipt), a. With thick pro¬ 
truding lips, [imit., cf. bleb; blabber, 
blubber, are found in same sense] 

bloc, n. Combination of parties to support 
a government; (transf.) combination of 
nations, groups, etc., to foster a particular 
interest, as sterling ~ (of countries with 
currencies tied to sterling). [F, = block1] 

block1, n. 1. Log of wood, tree-stump, 
(chip of the old ~, child like his father esp. 
in character; cut ~s with razor, waste 
ingenuity etc.); large piece of wood for 
chopping or hammering on {the ~, death 
by beheading) or mounting horse from; 
mound for shaping hats on, shape; 
barber’s ~, wooden head for wigs. 2. 
Pulley, system of pulleys mounted in 
case. 3. Piece of wood (also wood-~) or 
metal engraved for printing. 4. Bulky 
piece of anything; unhewn lump of rock; 
prepared piece of building-stone. 5. 
Compact mass of buildings bounded by 
(usu. four) streets (~-buster si., huge bomb 
capable of destroying this); *area in 
town or suburb. 6. Stolid or hard- 
-hearted person, whence ~TSH 1 a. 7. Ob¬ 
struction, (Pari.) notice that a bill will be 
opposed, which prevents its being taken 
at certain times & so often kills it; 
|| (Traffic) jammed vehicles unable to 
proceed; ~ system on railways, by which 
no train may enter a section till it is clear. 
8. (Cricket) spot on which batsman blocks 
ball & rests bat before playing. 9. Tract 
of land offered to individual settler by 
government. 10. Large quantity of 
shares etc. 11. (Austral.) fashionable 
city promenade. 12. ~-cliain, kind of 
endless chain used in bicycle etc.; 
~'head, dolt; ~'house, detached fort 
(orig. one blocking passage), occas. one 
of connected chain of posts, also one- 
-storeyed timber building with loopholes, 
also house of squared logs; || ~ letters, 
writing (with each letter separate as in 
print, & usu. in capitals); ~ tin, refinod 
tin cast in ingots. [ME, f. OF bloci. MDu. 
blok of unkn. orig. ] 

block2, v.t. Obstruct (passage etc.); put 
obstacles in way of (progress etc.; ~ up, 
in, confine; (Pari.) announce opposition 
to (bill; see prec.); restrict use or ex¬ 
penditure of (currency or other asset; 
chiefly in p.p.); (Cricket) stop (ball) with 
bat; shape (hats); emboss (book cover); 

~ out, in, sketch roughly, plan, (work). 
Hence ~'age (3) n., a ~ed (up) state, 
[f. prec., or F bloquer f. bloc see prec.] 

blockade'1, n. Shutting-up, total or on 
land or sea side, of a place by hostile 
forces in order to starve it into surrender 
or prevent egress & ingress {paper ~, 
one declared but not made effective; 
raise ~, cease blockading, compel 
blockaders to cease; run~, evade block¬ 
ading force; runner, ship, captain, 
etc., doing this); imprisonment by snow 
etc. [f. prec. on anal, of F wds in -ade] 

blockadle'2, v.t. Subject to blockade 
(see prec.); obstruct (door, view, etc.). 
Hence ~'er1 n. [f. prec.] 

bloke, n. (colloq.). Man, fellow, chap; 
dull or rustic person; the ~ (Nav. si.), 
ship’s commander, [etym. unkn.] 

blond, blonde (see etym.), a. & n. (Of 
hair) light-auburn-coloured; (of com¬ 
plexion) fair (n., person with such hair & 
skin); (also ~ lace) silk lace of two threads 
in hexagonal meshes (orig. of raw-silk 
colour, now white or black). [ME, f. F 
blond, fern, blonde, — Sp. blondo. It. 
biondo, med. L blundus, blondus perh. of 
Gmc orig.; blonde is used of the lace, & 
of the adj. & n. as applied to a woman, 
blond elsewhere ] 

blood1 (blud), n. 1. Red liquid circulating 
in veins of higher animals, corresponding 
liquid in lower animals, {flesh & ~, the 
animal nature; let ~, surgically); (fig.) 
sap, grape-juice, etc. 2. Taking of life, 
murder, sacrifice, guilt of bloodshed. 
3. Passion, temperament, mettle, (bad ~, 
ill feeling; his ~ is up, he is in fighting 
mood; ~ out of a stone, pity from the 
pitiless; in cold ~, deliberately). 4. Race 
(blue ~, high birth; fresh ~, new mem¬ 
bers admitted to family, society, etc.; 
~ royal, royal family; Prince etc. of the 
~ royal or of the ~, of royal race; runs 
in the ~, is a family trait). 5. Relation¬ 
ship, relations, (own flesh & ~; ~ is 
thicker than ivater, the tie of kindred is 
real); descent, good parentage, (of men, 
horses, etc.; bit of ~, ~-horse, thorough¬ 
bred). 6. Dandy, man of fashion, (young 
~, either in this sense, or as personal 
form of fresh ~ above, =younger member 
of party). 7. ~ & iron, relentless use of 
force (esp. as motto of Bismarckian 
policy); ~-<£--thttnder ; ~ ally, red-veined 
ally3; ~ bank, place where supply of ~ 
for transfusion is stored; ~ count, count¬ 
ing of the number of corpuscles in a 
definite volume of ~; ~-curdling, so 
horrific as to tend to curdle the ~; ~ feud, 
between families of which one has spilt 
the other’s ~; ~ group, any one of the 
(usu. four) types into which ~ may be 
divided according to its compatibility in 
transfusion; ~-guilty, responsible for 
murder or death; —heat, ordinary heat 
of human ~ in health, 98-4° F.; hound, 
large keen-scented dog with which cattle. 
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slaves, etc., used to be tracked, detective, 
spy; —-letting, surgical removal of somo 
of jaatient’s ~, (joc.) ~shed; —-money, 
reward to witness for securing capital 
sentence, fine paid to next of kin for 
slaughter of relative; ~ orange, with red 
juice; —poisoning, state resulting from 
introduction of septic matter into ~ esp. 
through wound; —-red, red as ~; ~- 
-relation, one related by not marriage; 
—'shed, spilling of ~, slaughter [f. phr. to 
shed — ]; —'shot, (of eye) suffused, tinged, 
with ~ (see things —shot, find incitements 
to slaughter or traces of ~ in them); 
~ sports, those involving ~shed or the 
killing of animals; —stained, stained 
with ~, disgraced by ~shed; —'stone, 
kinds of precious stone spotted or streaked 
with red, esp. heliotrope; —'stock, 
thoroughbred horses collectively; — 
-sucker, leech, extortioner; —’thirsty, 
eager for ~shed, whence ~'thf?stiNESS n.; 
—transfusion, see transfuse; —-vessel, 
flexible tube (vein or artery) conveying 
~; —'worm, bright-red kind used in 
fishing; —wort, kinds of plant with red 
roots or leaves, esp. bloody dock. [OE, 
OS blod, OHG bluot, ON, Goth, bloth, f. 
Gmc *blddhafn] 

blood2 (bltid), v.t. (Surg.) remove a little 
of the blood of (usu. bleed)-, allow first 
taste of blood to (hound; also fig. of in¬ 
citing persons). [f. prec. ] 

blood'less (-u-), a. Without blood; un¬ 
feeling ; pale; without bloodshed, whence 
~LY2adv. [-LESS] 

bloody1 (bldd'I), a. & adv. Of, like, run¬ 
ning or smeared with, blood (~ nose, 
bleeding; ~ flux, dysentery); red (~ hand, 
armorial device of baronet); involving, 
loving, resulting from, bloodshed; (also 
—-minded) sanguinary, cruel; II (in strong 
language) = damned etc., or as mere 
intensive (not a — one); || (similarly as 
adv.) = confoundedly, very; (in pop. 
plant names) ~ finger, foxglove. Hence 
blood'iLY2 adv., blood'iNESS n. [OE 
blodig, see blood, -y2] 

bloody2 (bliid'I), v.t. Make bloody, stain 
with blood, [f. prec.] 

bloom1, n. Flower, esp. of plants grown 
or admired chiefly for the flower, 
florescence (in —); prime, perfection; 
flush, glow; powdery deposit on grapes, 
plums, etc., freshness, (take the — off, 
stale); kind of raisin. [ME blom, blame 
f. ON blom, blomi, OS blomo, OHG 
bluomo, -ma, Goth, bloma f. Gmc *blomon, 
-on f. *615- blow3; cf. BLOSSOM] 

bloom2, v.i. Bear flowers, bo in flower; 
come into, be in, full beauty; culminate, 
flourish, [f. prec.] 

bloom3, n. Mass of puddled iron ham¬ 
mered or squeezed into thick bar. [OE 
bloma in same sense ] 

bloom4, v.t. Make (puddled iron) into a 
bloom3. Hence ~'ery (3) (also -ary) n. 
[f. prec.] 

bloom'er1, n. & a. (Obsolete female 
costume) of short skirt & trousers (as n., 
usu. pi.); (n. pi.) knickerbockers worn by 
girls & women for cycling, games, etc., 
with or without skirt. [Mrs B~, American 
editress, who advocated the use of the 
costume] 

bloom'er2, n. (si.). Blunder. [= blooming 
(see foil.) error; -er1] 

bloom'ing, a. In vbl senses (bloom2); 

also si., euphemistic substitute for vulgar 
BLOODY. [-ING2] 

Blooms'bury (-zberi), n. Part of London 
containing British Museum, formerly a 
fashionable residential (& later a literary) 
quarter. 

bloss'om1, n. Flower, esp. as promising 
fruit; mass of flowers on fruit-tree etc. 
(in —); early stage of growth, promise; 
—-faced, -nosed, bloated. Hence ~Y2, 

~less, aa. [OE blostm, -ma, cogn. w. 
MDu. bloesem, MLG blosem, blossem (cf. 
also ON blomslr), prob. f. *blos-, extended 
form of *615-; see bloom] 

bloss'om2, v.i. Open into flower (lit., & 
fig., as ~ out into a statesman). [OE 
bloslmian cf. prec] 

blot \ n. Spot of ink etc., dark patch; dis¬ 
figurement, blemish (esp. on the scutcheon), 
defect; disgraceful act or quality in good 
character. [14th c., of unkn. orig.; cf. ON 
bletlr spot, stain] 

blot2, v.t. & i. (-tt-). Spot with ink (~ 
one’s copybook, colloq., stain one’s 
character, commit an indiscretion); 
smudge; (of pen, ink) make blots; cover 
with worthless -writing; sully, detract 
from, (fair fame); ~ out, obliterate (writ¬ 
ing), exterminate, destroy; dry with 
—ting-paper, absorbent paper for drying 
wet ink-marks (—ting-book, -case, -pad, 
arrangements of this), whence ~t,ER1 (2) 
n. (*also, record, file), [f. prec. ] 

blot3, n. Exposed piece in backgammon; 
weak point in strategy etc. [16th c., of 
unkn. orig., possibly f. Du. bloot naked, 
exposed] 

blotch, n. Inflamed patch, boil, etc., 
on skin; dab of ink or colour. Hence 
~ed2 (-cht), ~'y2, aa. [f. 1600; excl. E, 
perh. compounded f. blot & botch (obs. n.), 
plotch (obs.); cf. also splotch] 

blottesque' (-sk), a. & n. (Piece of paint¬ 
ing or description) done with heavy- 
blotted touches. [-ESQUE] 

blott'o, a. (si.). Fuddled with drink, [orig. 
unkn.] 

blouse (-owz), n. Workman’s loose linen 
or cotton upper garment usu. belted at 
waist (chiefly French); woman’s loose 
light bodice visible only to waist, & 
there belted. [F, of unkn. orig.] 

blow1 (-6), v.i. & t. (blew pr. blob; —n &, in 
sense ‘cursed’, —ed). (Of wind, air, ‘it’) 
move along, act as air-current, (~ great 
guns, violent gale); send strong air- 
-ourrent from mouth (~ hot & cold, vacil¬ 
late), puff, pant; make or shape (bubble, 
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glass) by ~ing: (of whales) eject air & 
water; (of electr. fuse) melt when over¬ 
loaded; cause air-current by means of 
(~ bellows)-, work bellows of (organ); 
exhaust of breath (esp. in pass.); send 
out by breathing (~ air into; — off steam., 
get rid of superfluous energy); (with 
adw. & prepp.) drive, be driven, by 
~ing (~ over, pass off; ~ in sh, come in 
breezily, drop in); sound (wind instru¬ 
ment, note or signal on or with it, or 
with it as subject to blow t. or i.; ~ one’s 
own trumpet, praise oneself); direct air- 
-current at (~ fingers, fire; ~ out, extin¬ 
guish); clear by air-currcnt (nose, egg); 
break in or send flying off or out or up 
by explosion (~ out one’s brains, shoot 
him, or usu. oneself); ~ up, inflate, 
shatter or be shattered by explosion, 
reprove, lose one’s temper, enlarge (map, 
print); (si.) betray (~ the gaff2); (of flies) 
deposit eggs in; (si.) curse, confound, 
(I’ll be —ed if etc.; ~ the expense, spend 
recklessly); (si.) squander, spend (sum) 
recklessly, cf. blue3; ~ upon, stale, 
discredit, tell tales of; ~ ball, seed-head 
of dandelion etc.; —'fly, the meat fly; 
•—'hole, nostril of whale etc., vent for air, 
smoke, etc., in tunnel etc.; —'lamp (for 
directing condensed heat on a selected 
spot); —'pipe, tube for heating flame by 
blowing air or other gas into it, tube used 
in glass-blowing, Amer.-Ind. dart tube. 
[OK bldwan, OHG bld(h)an, bldjan; not 
otherwise recorded in Gmc] 

blow2 (-5), n. Blowing, taste of fresh air; 
blowing of flute, one’s nose, etc.; = fly1- 

-blow; —-out, burst in a pneumatic tire, 
(Electr.) blowing of a fuse, (si.) abundant 
meal or feed; •—up, enlargement of 
picture etc. [f. prec.] 

blow3 (-6), v.i. (blew pr. bloo, —n). Burst 
into, be in, flower. [OK blowan, OS bldjan, 
OHG bluojan f. *blo-; see blade, 
bloom] 

blow4 (-6), n. Blossoming (in full — etc.), 
[f. prec.] 

blow5 (-6), n. Hard stroke with fist, 
instrument, etc.; disaster, shock; come 
to, exchange, —s, fight; strike a — for, 
against, help, oppose; at one —, in one 
operation, [f. 15th c., of unkn. orig. ] 

blow'er (-oer), n. Invbl senses of blow1*3 ; 
also: apparatus for increasing a fire’s 
draught, esp. sheet of iron before gratc- 
-front; escape of gas, or fissure allowing 
it, in coal mine, [blow 4, -er 1 ] 

blow'y (-61), a. Windy, wind-swept. 
[BLOW1, -y2] 

blowzed (-zd), blowz'y, aa. Red-faced, 
coarse-looking, dishovelled. [f. obs. n. 
blouze beggar’s wench; orig. unkn. ] 

blub, v.i. (-bb-; si.). Shed tears, [short 
for blubber3] 

blubb'er1, n. Whale fat; jelly-fish 
(sailor’s name); weeping. [ME blober; 
prob. imit. (obs. meanings foaming, 
bubble), cf. bleb, bubble ] 

8 blue 
blubb'er2, a. Swollen, protruding, (of 

lips), [as prec.] 
blubb'er3, v.t. & i. Utter with sobs, 
weep noisily; wet, disfigure, swell, (face) 
with weeping, [as prec. ] 

bluchers (blook'erz), n. pi. Old-fashioned 
low boots or high shoes, [named after 
the Prussian Field Marshal Bliicher (d. 
1819)] 

bludg'eon (-tijn), n., & v.t. Strike re¬ 
peatedly with) heavy-headed stick, [f. 
18tb c., of unkn. orig. ] 

blue1 (bloo), a. Of the colour between 
green & violet in the spectrum, coloured 
like the sky or deep sea (also of things 
much paler, darker, etc., as smoke, dis¬ 
tant hills, moonlight, bruise; & qualified 
by or qualifying other colours etc., as 
—-black, deep —, navy ~, Prussian —); 
look —, nervous, depressed (things looked 
—, depressing); ~ funk, uncontrollable 
fear; true —, faithful; dressed in ~ (Foot- 
-Guards B-); the B— (Squadron), one of 
three divisions (Red, White, B~) of Navy 
(hist.); belonging to a particular political 
party, usu. Tory; (of women) learned (see 
bluestocking); (of talk etc.) indecent; 
drink till all’s —, to drunkenness, -’bell, 
(Scotland & N. Eng.) light-blue-flowered 
Campanula growing in dry places & 
flowering in summer & autumn, harebell, 
(S. Eng.) wild hyacinth with ~ or white 
flower growing in moist places & flowering 
in spring; ~ blood, high birth; —-book, 
II Parliamentary or Privy-Council report, 
*book giving personal details of U.S. 
government officials; —'bottle, — corn¬ 
flower, meat fly or blowfly; ■—chip attrib., 
(St. Exch. of shares) constituting a fairly 
reliable investment, though less secure 
than gilt-edged; ||—coat boy, scholar in 
charity school, esp. Christ’s Hospital; ~ 
devils, depression; —-eyed boy (colloq.), 
pet, favourite; ~ gum, kind of eucalyptus 
tree; || —’jacket, seaman in Navy; 
laws, severe Puritanic laws alleged to 
have been in force among early colonists 
of Connecticut; ~ light, flare with bluish 
light used for signals; B— Mantle, one of 
four pursuivants of College of Arms; once 
in a — moon, very rarely; ~ mould, in 
certain cheeses when mature; ~ murder 
(colloq. in intensive phrr. as like— murder, 
at top speed); B—nose (colloq.), Nova- 
-Scotian; ~ pencil, used in marking correc¬ 
tions, obliterations, etc.; —-pencil v.t., 
mark etc. with a ~ pencil, make cuts in, 
censor; B— Peter, — flag with white 
square, hoisted before sailing; ~ pill, 
mercurial & antibilious; —print, — photo¬ 
graphic print representing final stage of 
engineering or other plans, (fig.) detailed 
plan of work to be done; ~ r ibbon, ribbon 
of the Garter, greatest honour in any 
sphere, sign of teetotalism; ~ rock, kind 
of pigeon; ~ ruin, bad gin; —’stocking, 
woman having or affecting literary tastes 
& learning [Blue Stocking Society (in 
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sense ‘not in full evening dress’) name 
given to meetings about 1750 at houses 
of Mrs Montague etc. to talk on litera¬ 
ture etc. instead of playing cards; blue- 
-worsted, i.e. ordinary, stockings were 
worn by some of the men attending 
instead of black silk ]; ~ -stone, sulphate of 
copper; ~ water, open sea; throat, kind 
of small bird allied to warblers; ~-watcr 
school, strategists regarding the fleet as 
sufficient defence for Gt Britain. Hence 
blu'lSH1 (2) (blob-) a., ~'NESS (-don-) n. 
[ME blue, blew(e) f. OF bleu f. Rom. 
*blavus f. Gmc *blsewaz (whence OE blse-, 
OHG blao, blaw-, ON bldr)] 

blue2 (blob), n. Blue colour (Oxford dark; 
Cambridge ~, light; the light, dark, ~s, 
representatives or supporters of Cam¬ 
bridge, Oxford, in sporting contests); ~ 
pigment; ~ powder used by laundresses; 
~ cloth etc.; the sky (bolt 1 from the ~); 
the sea; (pi.) the Royal Horseguards; the 
Blues or Blues trot, dance of fox-trot 
kind; colour, member, of a political party; 
II one who has represented his university 
in athletics etc. (win one’s ~, be chosen 
as representative); = blue1 stocking-, 
(pi.) the dumps; (pi.) kind of ragtime song 
of Negro origin, [f. prec.] 

blue3 (blob), v.t. Make blue; treat with 
laundress’s blue; (si.) squander (money). 
[f. BLUE1] 

Blue'beard (blob-), n. Husband of many 
wives, [hero of popular story, who hung 
up in locked chamber the bodies of his 
murdered wives] 

bluff1, a. With perpendicular broad front 
(of ship’s bows, cliffs); (of person, maimer) 
abrupt, blunt, frank, hearty. Hence 
~'ly2 adv., ~'NESS n. [17th c. naut. wd 
of unkn. orig.; obs. Du. blaf, in same 
senses, onlv in Kilian (1599)] 

bluff2, n. Headland with perpendicular 
broad face. [f. prec.] 

bluff3, v.t. & i. (Game of poker) impose 
upon (opponent) as to value of one’s 
hand & induce him to throw up his 
cards; treat (political opponents or rival 
States) so; practise this policy, [orig. 
unkn.; w. earlier sense blindfold, goes w. 
foil.] 

bluff ’, n. Act of bluffing (call person’s ~, 
make him show his cards, also fig.); over¬ 
hearing demeanour, threats designed to 
operate without action, [w. earlier senses 
horse’s blinker, excuse (si.), goes w. prec. ] 

blun'der1, v.i. & t. Move blindly, 
stumble, (often on, along); ~ upon, find 
by fluke; make gross mistake; mismanage 
(a business etc.); ~ out, utter thought¬ 
lessly ; ~ away, waste by mismanagement. 
Hence ~er1 n., ~ingLY2 adv. [ME 
blondren, blundren, of uncert. orig.; perh. 
frequent, (-er5) of obs. blond (bland-, see 
blend), or f. Icel. blonda doze, MSw. 
blwulra shut the eyes] 

blun'der2, n. Stupid or careless mistake, 
[prob. f. prec., but found earlier] 

blun'derbuss, n. Ancient short gun with 
large bore firing many halls, [perverted 
f. Du. donderbus thunder gun ] 

blun'derhead ( h6d), n. = dunderhead 
(cf. prec.) 

blunge (-j), v.t. (Pottery) mix (clay, 
flint-powder, etc.) up with water by 
revolving machinery. [after plunge, 
blend] 

blunt1, a. & n. 1. Dull, not sensitive; 
without edge or point; plain-spoken; 
hence ~'ish1 (2) a. 2. n. Short thick 
needle; (si.) ready money. [ME blunt, 
orig. unkn.] 

blunt2, v.t. Make less sharp or sensitive, 
[f. prec.] 

blunt'ly, adv. Obtusely (shaped etc.); 
rudely, curtly. [-LY2] 

blunt'ness, n. Dullness of point or edge; 
outspokenness, [-ness] 

blub1, n. Smear of ink etc.; dimness, con¬ 
fused effect. [16th c.; orig. & relation to 
vb uncert.] 

blub2, v.t. & i. (-rr-). Smear (clear writing 
etc.) with ink etc.; sully, disfigure; make 
indistinct; efface; dim (perception etc.), 
[see prec.] 

blubb, n. Publisher’s (usu. eulogistic) 
description of book printed on jacket or 
in advertisements elsewhere, [orig. U.S. 
si.] 

blurt, v.t. Burst out with, xitter abruptly. 
[imit. after blow, spurt, etc. ] 

blush S v.i. Become red (in the face; also 
with face etc. as subj.) with shame or 
other emotion (at sight or word, with or 
for j oy or shame, for another); be ashamed 
(~ to own etc.); be red, pink. Hence 
~'ingLY2 adv. [ME blusche, blysche f. OE 
blyscan, cf. MLG bloschen, LG bliisken; 
cf. also OE -blysian MDu. blozen] 

blush2, n. Glance, glimpse, (at the first 
~, prima facie); reddening of face in 
shame etc. (put to the ~); rosy glow, flush 
of light; ~-, pink, rosy, (~-rose, ~-tint, 
etc.), [f. prec.] 

blus'ter1, v.i. & t. Storm boisterously (of 
wind, waves, persons); (trans. with out, 
forth) utter overbearingly; (refl.) storm 
(oneself) into (anger etc.). Hence ~er 1 n., 
~ingLY2 adv. [c. 1500; imit., as on blow, 
blast, etc.] 

blus'ter2, n. Boisterous blowing, noisy 
self-asserting talk, threats. Hence ~ous, 
~y2, aa. [f. prec.] 

bo1, boh (bo), int. used to startle (can’t say 
bo to a goose, of shy or timid person). 

*bo2, n. (Hailing word corresponding to) 
mate, old chap. [orig. unkn.] 

bo'a, n. S.-Amer. kinds of large non- 
-poisonous snakes killing by compression 
(pop. extended to Old-World pythons; 
so also ~ constrictor, prop, a Brazilian 
species of ~); lady’s long fur or feather 
throat-wrap. [L boa (Pliny)] 

BoanSr'ges (-z), n. Loud-voiced preacher 
or orator. [Gk, f. Heb. b’ney regesh sons 
of thunder (Mark iii. 17)] 
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boar (bor), n. Male uncastrated pig; its 
flesh; ~’s head, csp. as dish at Christmas 
or on festive occasion. [OE bar, OS 
berswin, OHG ber (G bar) f. WG *bair-, 
ult. orig. unkn.] 

board1 (bord), n. 1. Long thin usu. narrow 
piece of sawn timber (strictly, over 4 in. 
broad, under 2£ thick); wooden slab (of 
one or more breadths of ~ bare or 
covered with leather etc.) used for various 
purposes, as in games, for posting 
notices, etc.; (pi.) the stage (on. the ~s, 
employed as actor); (also straw—) thick 
stilt paper used in bookbinding (covered 
with paper, ‘in ~s’, or cloth, ‘cloth ~s’), 
& for other purposes. 2. Table (only in 
spec, senses or contexts); above open- 
(ly); sweep the ~, take all the cards or 
stakes; table spread for meals (bed & ~, 
conjugal relations; groaning ~, plentiful 
meal); food served, daily meals provided 
at contract price or in return for services 
(—money, -wages, servant’s pay in lieu 
of food; esp. ~ & lodging); council-table, 
councillors, committee; ||U~ of Trade, 

of Customs and Excise, B~ of Inland 
Revenue, government departments; 
-school (before 1902), managed by ~ 
according to Elementary Education Act 
of 1870. 3. Ship’s side (only in spec, 
phrases, cf. orer~), go by the ~, (of masts 
etc.) fall over~, also fig., on ~ = aboard 
(in various senses), usu. now on or into 
ship (orig. meaning within the sides, not 
on the deck), train, coach, etc. 4. Tack 
(naut.). [OE bord combined two distinct 
Gmc words meaning (1) board (2) border, 
respectively f. Gmc *bordham Sc *bordhaz; 
the second was adopted in Romanic, &, 
thr. F, influenced the ME sense-develop¬ 
ment] 

board2 (bord), v.t. & i. 1. (f. prec. = wood) 
cover with boards (~ up, close with ~s). 
2. (f. prec. = table) provide (lodger or 
daily guest) with, receive, stated meals at 
fixed rate; examine before a medical 
board (~-out v.t., invalid out of army 
etc.); ~ with, bo entertained for pay in 
the house of. 3. (f. prec. = ship’s side) 
como alongside (usu. to attack); force 
one’s way on board (ship or abs.); embark 
on. 4. (Of ship) tack. [f. prec., with in¬ 
fluence of F aborder ] 

board'er (bor-), n. One who boards with 
someone (prec. 2), esp. boy or girl at 
boarding-school (opp. day-boy, -girl). 
[prec. + -ER1] 

board'ing (bor-), n. In vbl senses; also or 
esp.: erection of boards; ~-7w«se, -school, 
in which persons, boys, board (board2, 2); 
II ~-otd, (intr.) feeding elsewhere than at 
home, (trans.) placing (destitute children) 
in families; —ship (examining neutrals 
for contraband). [board1>2 + -inq1] 

boast1, n. Vainglorious statement; self- 
-exaltation in words; fact one is proud 
of; make ~ of, announce proudly. Hence 
~'pul a., ~'fulLY2 adv., ~'fulNESS n. 

bobbery 

[ME host n., bosten vb ; mutual relation & 
orig. unkn.] 

boast2, v.i. & t. Extol oneself (also refl.), 
brag of or about-, vaunt, brag of, brag 
that-, possess as thing to be proud of. 
Hence ~'er 1 n. [see prec. ] 

boat1, n. Small open oared or sailing 
vessel, fishing-vessel, mail packet, or 
small steamer (take ~, embark; have an 
oar in everyone’s ~, of busybodies; in the 
same ~, with like risks etc.); ~-shaped 
utensil for sauce etc.; ~-hook, long pole 
with hook & spike; ~-house, shed at 
water’s edge for keeping ~; ship’s ~, 
carried on board ship; ~ train, timed to 
catch or meet ship; ~-fly, water-bug 
swimming on water on its back; ~'man, 
hirer-out or rower or sailer of ~ for hire; 

S.-Amer. heron; ~-mce, between 
rowing ~s; ~ swain (bo'sn), bo’s’n, 
bo’sun, ship’s officer in charge of sails, 
rigging, etc., & summoning men to duty 
with whistle [late OE bdtswegen, cf. Icel. 
sveinn & see swain]. Hence ~'age (4), 
~'ful (2), nn. [OE bat, corr. to ON beit 
(ON bdtr is f. OE), f. Gmc. *bait- not 
otherwise represented; borrowed in other 
Gmc langg. f. these, & possibly in Rom. 
also (F bateau etc.)] 

boat2, v.i. & t. Go in a boat, amuse oneself 
so (~ing man); place, carry, in a boat. 
Hence ~'er1 n., hard straw hat (as worn 
in~ing). [f. prec.] 

bob1, n., & v.t. (-bb-). Weight on pendu¬ 
lum, plumb-line, or kite-tail; knot of hair, 
tassel-shaped curl (—wig, also ~, with 
short curls, opp. to full-bottomed; cf. 
CHERRY-bob); horse’s docked tail; bunch 
of lob-worms; (Metre) short line at end 
of stanza; (vb) cut (woman’s hair) to 
hang short of shoulders (wear it ~bed), 
(n.) ~bed hair. [f. 14th c.; orig. unkn. ] 

bob2, v.i. (-bb-). Fish (for eels) with bunch 
(cf. prec.) of lob-worms. 

bob3, v.i. (-bb-). Move up & down, dance, 
rebound; ~ up like a cork, become active 
or conspicuous again after defeat; catch 
with the mouth (for cherries etc. floating 
or hanging)'; curtsy, [f. 14th c.; app. 
imit. ] 

bob4, n. Jerk, bounding movement; 
curtsy; (Bcliringing) kinds of change in 
long peals (treble ~ in which treble bell 
has a dodging course, ~ minor on 6 bells, 
triple on 7, major on 8, royal on 10, 
maximus on 12). [f. prec. ] 

II bob5, n. Dry, wet,- ~, cricketing, boat¬ 
ing, Etonian; light-~, soldier of light in¬ 
fantry. [prob. = Robert] 

II bob6, n. (si.; pi. same). Shilling, [quoted 
f. 1812; orig. unkn. ] 

bob7, v.t. (-bb-). Rap, jerk. [ME 6o6en; 
orig. unkn.] 

Bob'adxl, n. Braggart. [Jonson, Every 
Man in his Humour] 

bobb'ery, n. & a. 1. Disturbance, row, 
fuss. 2. adj. Noisy, troublesome, skit¬ 
tish, (~ pack, scratch pack of hounds & 
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dogs of various breeds, usu. for hunting 
jackals). [Hind, bap re O father! int. of 
dismay] 

bobb'in, n. Cylinder for holding thread, 
yarn, wire, etc., & giving it off as wanted, 
reel, spool; small bar & string for raising 
door-latch, [f. F bobine] 

bobb'inet, n. Machine-made cotton net 
imitating lace made with bobbins on 
pillow, [prec., net] 

bobb'ish, a. (si.). Brisk, well, (esp. pretty 
~). [bob3+-ish1] 

II bobb'y, n. (si.). Policeman, [as bob5 + 
(Sir Robert Peel, Home Sec. 1828)] 

*b6bb'y-sox, n. pi. Short socks covering 
ankle. Hence ~er1(3) n., adolescent 
girl, esp. in early teens, wearing ~. [orig. 
unkn,] 

*bob'cat, n. American lynx, [bob1 (from 
shortness of tail)] 

bob'olink, n. N.-Amer. songbird, [orig. 
Bob (o’) Lincoln; imit.] 

bob-sled, -sleigh (sla), n. Two short 
sleighs coupled, used for drawing logs, 
& in tobogganing. [U.S. & Canadian wd, 
now also Anglo-Swiss] 

bob'stay, n. Rope holding bowsprit 
down. [f. bob (uncert. in what sense) -f 
STAY2] 

bdb'tail, n. & a. Docked tail; with this; 
horse or dog with this; ragtag (or tagrag) 

the rabble, [bob1] 
Boche (-sh), n. & a. (si.). (Contempt, 
for) German. [F, perh. abbr. of Alboche 
(Allemand German & -boche substituted 
in contempt for other endings)] 

bock, n. Strong dark-coloured German 
beer; (loosely) a glass of (any) beer. [F, 
f. G bock (in full bockbier f. Einbccker bier 
f. Einbeck in Hanover] 

bode, v.t. & i. Foresee, foretell, (evil); 
portend, foreshow; promise well or ill. 
Hence b6d'IngBY2adv., ~'MENT(-dm-)n. 
[OE bodian f. boda messenger.] 

bode'ful (-df-), a. Ominous, [mod. forma¬ 
tion f. prec. or obs. n. bode omen + -eue(1)] 

bodeg'a, n. Cellar or shop selling wine. 
[Sp., f. L f. Gk apolheke see apothecary] 

bod'ice, n. Close-fitting upper part of 
woman’s dress, down to waist; also, 
inner vest over stays, [orig. pair of bodies 
(cf. pair of stays), being a whalebono 
corset; now spelt & understood as sing.; 
cf. BAIZE] 

bod'ied (-did), a. Possessed of body or a 
body, embodied; esp. in comb., as full—, 
able—. [body1 +-ED2] 

bod'iless, a. Incorporeal; separated from 
the body. [-BESS] 

bod'ily1, a. Of, affecting, the human 
body or physical nature; ~ fear, of 
physical harm, [body1 +-by1] 

bod'ily2, adv. In tho body, in person; 
with the whole bulk, as a whole, [body1, 
-by2] 

bod'kin, n. Pointless thick needle with 
largo eye for drawing tape etc. through 
hem; long pin for fastening hair; dagger; 

bogie 
person squeezed between two others 
(ride, sit, ~). [ME boidekyn etc.; orig. 
unkn.] 

Bodleian (-le'an), a. & n. The ~ (library), 
(also, colloq., Bodley) the Oxford Uni¬ 
versity Library, founded by Sir Thomas 
Bodley (d. 1613). [-ian] 

bod'y1, n. 1. Man or animal as material 
organism (keep ~ <£• soul together, remain 
alive); corpse (~-snatcher, exhumer of 
corpses for dissection); ~ of Christ, sacra¬ 
mental bread; ^-servant, valet; ~-guard, 
(rarely, member of) dignitary’s retinue, 
escort, personal guard. 2. Trunk, main 
portion (stem, hull, nave, etc., ace. to 
context); upper garment (minus sleeves 
& collar, or = bodice); document minus 
preamble etc.; majority. 3. Human 
being, person, (heir of one’s ~, good sort 
of~, any ~, etc.); —line bonding (Cricket), 
fast bowling delivered persistently on the 
leg side. 4. Aggregate of persons or things 
(in a ~, all together; ~ politic, State); 
society, league, military force; collection 
of precepts, information, etc. 5. Pieco of 
matter (heavenly ~, sun, star, etc.), 
quantity; comparative solidity or sub¬ 
stantial character (—colour, opaque; 
wine of good ~), thing perceptible to 
senses. [OE bodig, corresp. to OHG 
potah, botah (Bav. dial, boilcch); orig. 
unkn. ] 

bod'y2, v.t. 1. Provide with body (rare). 
2. (Usu. with forth) give mental shape to; 
exhibit in outward shape; typify, [f. prec. ] 

Boeotian (bed'shn), a. & n. Crass, dull, 
(person), [of Gk nation derided by 
Athenians] 

Bo'er (or boor), n. & a. (Of) Dutch or 
Dutch-descended S.-African(s). [Du., 
see boor] 

boff'In, n. (si.). Man engaged in research, 
scientist, [orig. unkn.] 

Bof'ors (-orz), n. ~ (gun), light anti- 
-aircraft gun. [~ in Sweden] 

bog1, n. (Piece of) wet spongy ground, 
morass (in many plant names as ~ violet, 
BUTTERwort, ~-berry, cranberry); ~ butter, 
fatty hydrocarbon found in Irish peat—; 
~ oak, ancient preserved in black state 
in peat; ~-trotter, Irishman. Hence 
~g'Y2 (-g-) a., ~g'iNESS (-g-) n. [16th c., 
f. Ir. or Gael, bogach (bog soft)] 

bog2, v.t. (-gg-). Submerge in bog (usu. in 
pass.). 

bog'ey (-gi). Colonel Bogey, n. Score 
that good golf-player should do hole or 
course in. [f. bogy as imaginary person?] 

bogg'ard, -art, n. (dial.). Spectre, bogy; 
(fig.) bugbear, [orig. unkn.] 

bog'gle, v.i. Start with fright, shy; hesi¬ 
tate, demur, at or about; equivocate; 
fumble, [var. of bogbe used as vb ] 

II bog'ie (-gi), n. Under-carriage with two 
or more wheel-pairs, pivoted below end 
of locomotive or railway-car; -—car etc., 
fitted on these, [northern dial, wd of 
unkn. orig.] 



bo'gle, n. Phantom, goblin; bugbear; 
scarecrow. [Sc. since 1500; cf. 16th c. 
(obs.) bog, north, boggard, ME bugge 
(bugbear), but mutual relations & orig. 
unkn. ] 

bog'us, a. Sham, fictitious. [U.S. wd, 
orig. unkn.) 

bog'y, -gey, (-gi), n. (pi. -ies, -eys). The 
devil; goblin (nursery, the ~ man); bug¬ 
bear. [early 19th c., perh. southern var. 
of BOGLE] 

bShea' (-he), n. Black tea of lowest 
quality (last crop of season), [f. Chin. 
Wu-i name of district] 

Bohem'Ian, a. & n. 1. (Native) of 
Bohemia, a former kingdom now part of 
Czechoslovakia, Czech. 2. Socially un¬ 
conventional (person); of free-&-easy 
habits, manners, & sometimes morals 
(esp. of artists etc.). Hence bohem'ian- 
ism (2) n., bohem'ianizE (4) v.i. [f. F 
boMmien gipsy] 

boil1, n. Hard inflamed suppurating tu¬ 
mour. [OE byl, bf/le (whence dial, bile), 
OS bula, OHG bulla (G beulc) f. WG 
*buljd f. *bul-; mod. boil f. 16th c. ] 

boil2, v.t. & i. Bubble up, undulate, (of 
liquid at the heat that converts it to gas; 
also of containing vessel); ~ over (of 
liquid or vessel), overflow or be over¬ 
flowed thus; seethe, be agitated, like 
boiling water or its vessel (of sea etc., 
feelings, feeling person); bring (liquid, 
vessel) to heat at which it boils; subject 
to heat of ~ing water, cook thus; undergo 
cookery by ~ing; ~ down, away, reduce, 
convert to vapour, by ~ing; keep the pot 
~ing, get a living; ~ing fto/,~ing, (colloq.) 
very hot; blood ~s, with indignation; ~ed 
shirt (si.), cotton or linen shirt with 
starched front. [ME bailie f. OF boillir 
f. L bullire (bulla bubble) ] 

boil3, n. = boiling, boiling-point, (esp. on, 
at, to, the ~). [f. prec.] 

boil'er, n. One who boils; vessel for boil¬ 
ing, esp. large vessel of riveted wrought- 
-iron plates for making steam in engine; 
tank attached to kitchen range; laundry 
vessel; vegetable etc. suited to boiling; 
'—iron, -plate, rolled iron i to £ in. thick; 
'—tube, internal air-pipe carrying heat 
through ~. [-ER1] 

boil'ing, n. In vbl senses; esp.: the whole 
~ (si.), all the lot; ~-point, temperature 
at which anything boils (water at sea- 
-level, 212° F., 100° C.), high excitement. 
[-ING1] 

bois'terous, a. Violent, rough, (wind, 
sea, behaviour, speech, persons); noisily 
cheerful. Hence ~ly2 adv. [16th c. var. 
of ME (obs.) boistous, prob. thr. the later 
form boisteous, -uous, of unkn. orig.; 
deriv. f. AF boistous, OF -eus lame is 
semantically impossible ] 

II bok'o, n. (si.). Nose. [orig. unkn.] 
bol'as, n. (sing. & pi.). S.-Amer. missile 
consisting of balls connected by a strong 
cord (when thrown bringing down quarry 

bolt 

by entangling limbs). [Sp., pi. of bola 
ball] 

bold, a. Courageous, enterprising, con¬ 
fident ; make (so) ~ (as), presume, venture 
(to do); forward, immodest; vigorous, 
free, well-marked, clear, (imagination, 
drawing, description, features, headland, 
etc.); (of type, also ~-faced) having a 
heavy or conspicuous face. Hence ~'LY2 
adv., ~'ness n. [OE, OS, OHG bald 
(G bald soon), ON ballr f. Gmc *ballhaz; 
cf. Goth, balthei ~ness ] 

bole, n. Stem, trank. [ME, f. ON bolr cf. 
G bohle plank] 

bolec'tion, a. & n. (Moulding) raised 
above panel etc. [orig. unkn.] 

holer'o (-ar'o), n. Spanish dance; (freq. 
pr. bOl'ero) woman’s short jacket with or 
without sleeves resembling zouave jacket. 
[Sp.] 

bol'ide, n. Large meteor, fire-ball. [F, f. 
L f. Gk bolis -idos (ballo throw)] 

boll, n. Rounded seed-vessel, as in flax or 
cotton; ~-weevil, small destructive insect 
infesting cotton-plant, [f. MDu. bolle; 
see bowl1] 

boll'ard, n. Post on ship or quay for 
securing ropes to; post on traffic island. 
[ME bollarde (c. 1300) f. ON bolr bole + 
-ARD] 

bolom'eter, n. Radiation-measurer. [Gk 
bole ray-f-o- +-meter] 

*bol5n'ey, n. (si.). Humbug, nonsense, 
trash, [orig. unkn.] 

Bol'shev|ik, n. Advocate of proletarian 
dictatorship in Russia by soviets, Rus¬ 
sian communist; (pop.) any revolution¬ 
ary. Hence ~ism n., ~ist n. & a., Bol'shy 
(si.) n. & a. [f. Russ, bolsheviki n. pi. 
majority within the party] 

bol'ster1, n. Long stuffed (esp. under-) 
pillow of bed or couch; pad or support 
in many machines & instruments. IOE 
bolster, OHG bolstar, ON bolstr f. Gmc 
*bolstraz f. *bul- swell] 

bol'ster2, v.t. & i. (Usu. with up) support 
with bolster, prop, aid & abet, counte¬ 
nance, preserve from (merited) destruc¬ 
tion; pad; (with schoolboys) belabour 
with bolster, (intr.) have bolster-fight, 
[f. prec.] 

bolt1, n. Short heavy arrow of crossbow, 
quarrel, (my ~ is shot, I have done all 
I can); discharge of lightning (~ from 
the blue, complete surprise); door- 
-fastening of sliding bar & staple, sliding 
piece of lock; headed metal pin for hold¬ 
ing things together, usu. riveted or with 
nut; (as measure) roll of canvas etc., 
bundle of osiers; <—line, -position, (Mil.) 
defensive position at angle to main 
position to prevent a successful attack 
on some point of the main position from 
spreading farther; ~-rope (round sail- 
-edge to prevent tearing). [OE bolt, MLG 
bolle, OHG bolz, ult. orig. unkn.] 

bolt2, v.i. & t. Dart off or away, (of horse) 
break from control; gulp down un- 



i bolt 

chewea; i as ten (door etc.) with bolt, — in 
or out, shut in, exclude, by —ing door; 

i fasten together with bolts; *(Pol.) break 
away from (one’s party), refuse to support 
one’s party or a policy, [f. prec. ] 

b51t3, n. Sudden start; running away, 
[f. prec.] 

bolt1, adv. (With upright) = as a bolt, 
quite. 

bolt6, boult (bolt), v.t. Sift; investigate. 
[ME bult(e) f. OF butter, buleter, thr. 
"bureter = It. burattare, of unkn. orig. ] 

bol'ter, n. In vbl senses of bolt2' 6; esp.: 
horse given to bolting; (also boulter) 
sieve, sifting machine. [-er1] 

bol'us, n. Large pill. [mod. L, f. Gk bolos 
clod ] 

bom'a, n. (Central Africa). Defensible 
enclosure; police or military post; magis¬ 
trate’s office. [Swahili] 

bomb (-om), n., & v.t. & i. 1. A high- 
-explosive or incendiary or smoke or gas 
etc. projectile fired from a mortar, or 
thrown or deposited by hand, or dropped 
from an aeroplane, & exploded by 
percussion or by time mechanism; 
atomic, flying, —; r—bay, compartment 
in aircraft for holding —s; —disposal, 
removal & detonation of unexploded 
& delayed-action —s; —load, weight 
of —s carried by aircraft; —-proof, 
(shelter) strong enough to resist —s; 
— -shell, artillery ~ (now usu. shell exc. in 
similes, as fell like a ~-shcll etc.); —sight, 
device in aircraft for aiming —s. 2. v.t. 
& i. Assail with ~s, throw —s; — out, 
drive by —s out of a building etc.; — 
up, load (aircraft) with ~s. Hence —'er1 
(-mer) n., soldier trained in, aircraft used 
for, —ing (also attrib., as Bomber Com¬ 
mand). [f. F bo-mbe f. It. bomba f. L f. Gk 
bombos hum] 

bombard', v.t. Batter with shot & shell 
(esp. of warships attacking town); (Phys.) 
subject (atoms etc.) to a stream of high- 
-speed particles; (fig.) assail persistently 
with abuse, argument, etc. Hence 
—ment n. [f. F bombardcr f. bombarde f. 
med. L bombarda stone-throwing engine 
prob. f. L bombus hum] 

bombardier' (or bum-), n. 1. II Artillery 
non-commissioncd officer below sergeant. 
2. *Bomb-aimer in aircraft. [F, see prec. 
& -IER] 

bom'bardon, n. Low-pitched brass 
instrument or organ stop imitating this. 
[It. (-one), f. bombardo + -one, see bom¬ 

bard, -OON ] 

bom'basine (-5m- or -um-; -zen), n. 
Twilled dress-material of worsted with 
silk, with cotton, or alone, much used for 
mourning, [f. F bombasin f. LL bombycinus 
silken (bombyx -yds silk or silk-worm f. 
Gk bombux)] 

bom'bast, n. Turgid language, tall talk. 
Hence bombas'tic a., bombas'tiCALLY 
adv. [alt. f. earlier bombace f. F f. LL 
bombaccm alt. f. bombyx see prec. ] 

Bond Street 
Bom'bay duck, n. Small fish of S.- 
-Asian coasts, eaten dried with curry, 
[corrupt, of bombil, see bummalo ] 

bornbe (bawnb), n. (cookery). Any cone- 
-shaped dish or confection, as apricot, 
fish,~. [F] 

bon, bonne, (F; see Ap.), a. French for 
good, common in some senses & phrases, 
[f. L bonus] 

bon'a ficl'S, a. & adv. Genuine(ly), sin¬ 
cerely). [L abl. s. of foil.; as adj. it may 
bo hyphened, not as adv.] 

bon'a fid'cs, n. (legal). Honest intention, 
sincerity. [L, = good faith; not hyphened ] 

bonan'za, n. & a. (Prop.) prosperity, 
good luck; (pop.) greatly prospering, a 
large output (esp. of mines), worked with 
all best appliances (a — farm), a run of 
luck (in —). [U.S. f. Sp., = fair weather 
f. L bonus good] 

bon-bon (see Ap.), n. Sweetmeat, [bon] 
II bonce, n. Large playing-marble, [orig. 
unkn.] 

bond1, n. Thing restraining bodily free¬ 
dom, imprisonment, (rare, only in pi., 
esp. in—s); faggot-withe; restraining or 
uniting force; binding engagement, agree¬ 
ment; deed by which A binds himself & 
his heirs etc. to pay a sum to B & his; 
government’s or public company’s docu¬ 
mentary promise to pay borrowed money, 
debenture, (~'holder, person holding such 
document); (Sc.) mortgage; (Customs, of 
goods) in —, stored under charge of 
Customs in ‘bonded warehouse’ till im¬ 
porter pays duty (take out of —); (Brick¬ 
laying) various methods (English 
Flemish —, etc.) of holding wall together 
by making bricks overlap; ~ (paper), 
superior kind of writing-paper (suitable 
for —s & similar documents); ~-stone, 
stone or brick running through wall. [ME 
var. of band 1 ] 

bond2, v.t. Bind together (bricks etc., see 
prec.), put customable goods into bond 
(see prec.), whence —'er1 n., person who 
puts goods into bond, binding stone or 
brick; encumber with bonded debt (see 
bonded), [f. prec. ] 

b6ndz, n. League, confederation. [Du.] 
bond1, a. In slavery, not free, (arch.). 
Hence ~'man, —'maid, —'servant, —- 
service, —'slave, nn. [adj. use of ME 
bonde f. OE bonda, bunda husbandman f. 
ON bdndi — boandi, part, of hiia, boa 
dwrfil; later infl. by bond1] 

bon'dage, n. Serfdom, slavery; confine¬ 
ment ; subjection to constraint, influence, 
obligation, etc. [ME f. AF, or f. AL bon- 
dagium; see prec. & -age] 

bond'ed, a. (Of goods) placed in bond, (of 
warehouse) for such goods, (bond1); (of 
debt) secured by bonds (bond1), [bond1, 
-ed2] 

bonds'man, n. Villein, serf; slave (lit. & 
fig.), [var. of bondman (bond1) as though 
f. bond’s genit. of bond1] 

Bond Street, n. A London street, esp. as 

133 
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resort of fashionable loungers (a ~ 
exquisite). 

bdne1, n. One of the parts making up 
vertebrate animal’s skeleton; (pi. the 
body (my old ~s etc.), its remains (his r~s 
were laid)-, the body’s hard, solid, or 
essential part (flesh & ~; skin <k ~, thin 
person; horse with -plenty of ~, well 
developed frame; bred in the ~, ineradi¬ 
cable; to the ~, penetrating, of cold, 
wound, etc.); material of which ~s con¬ 
sist ; similar substance, as ivory, dentine, 
whalebone; thing made of ~, as (pi.) 
dice, castanets, stay-ribs; a small or 
nearly finished joint of meat {knuckle-'—, 
broiled —s); subject of dispute (~ of con¬ 
tention, ~ to pick with someone); make no 
—s of, about, or to, not hesitate; will never 
make old ~s, live long; feci in one’s ~s, 
he quite sure; —-dry, quite dry, (of 
country etc.) teetotal; —head (si.), block¬ 
head ; —idle, -lazy, utterly idle or lazy; 
—-meal, crushed or ground ~s used esp. 
as fertilizer; <■—setter, one who sets broken 
or dislocated bones, esp. without being 
qualified surgeon; —shaker, bicycle with¬ 
out rubber tires; —-spavin, callous growth 
in horse’s leg becoming as hard as ~. 
[OE ban, OS ben, OHG, ON bein f. Gmc 
*bainam ] 

bone2, v.t. 1. Take out the bones from 
(meat, fish). 2. (si.). Steal. [X f. prec., 
& perh. 2 (as dog makes off with bone)] 

b5ne3, v.t. (surv.). Take or test the level 
of (usu. as part.); boning rod, wooden 
rod used in levelling operations, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

bon'fire, n. Large open-air fire in celebra¬ 
tion of some event; fire for consuming 
rubbish (make a — of, destroy), [earlier 
bonefire f. bone n., bones being the chief 
material formerly used] 

bon'go (-ngg-), n. Large striped African 
antelope, [native] 

bonhomie (bon'ome), n. Geniality. [F, 
f. bonhmmne good fellow -f-ie^-Y1] 

Bon'Iface, n. Innkeeper. [Farquhar, 
Beaux’ Stratagem (1707)] 

bon'lism, n. Doctrine that the world is 
good, but not the best possible. So ~ist 

(2) n. [f. L bonus good + -ism, after 
optimism of which it is the positive form] 

bonit'o (-e-), n. (Kinds of) largo mackerel- 
-shaped fish, the striped tunny. [Sp.] 

bon mot (bawn mo), n. (pi. bons mots), 
Witty saying. [F] 

bdnne, n. (French) nursemaid, maid. 
[BON] 

bonne bonche (-oosh), n. Titbit, esp. to 
end up with. [F (bon, bouche mouth)] 

bonnes fortunes (see Ap.), n. Ladies’ 
favours, as a thing to boast of or pride 
oneself on. [F] 

bonn'et1, n. (Man’s) Scotch cap; woman’s 
outdoor head-dress without brim, with 
strings, & covering no part of forehead; 
~ rouge (F, pr. bSna roozh), red cap as 
revolutionary symbol; (Naut.) additional 
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canvas laced to sail-foot; cowl of chimney 
etc., protective cap in various machines, 
II hinged cover over motor of car; (Gam¬ 
ing, Auctions, etc.) accomplice, decoy; 
BEE in —, an obsession; -—laird (Sc.), 
petty landowner (who wore a ~, & not 
the hat of the gentry). Hence ~ed2 a. 
[ME, f. OF bond short for chapel de — 
cap of (med. L) bon(n)etus some kind of 
material] 

bonn'et2, v.t. Put bonnet on (person); 
crush down hat over the eyes of (person), 
[f. prec.] 

bonn'ly, a. (chiefly Sc.). Comely, healthy- 
-looking; satisfactory. Hence ly 2 adv. 
[orig. unkn.; perh. f. bon ] 

bon'spiel, n. (So.). Curling-match (usu. 
between clubs), [perh. f. Du. bond 
league, spel game] 

bon ton (see Ap.), n. Good breeding, the 
fashionable world, (arch.). [F] 

bSn'us, n. Something to the good, into 
the bargain; esp. extra dividend to share¬ 
holders of company, distribution of profits 
to insurance-policy-holders, gratuity to 
workmen beyond their wages, [jocular 
or ignorant use of L bonus good (thing)] 

bon vivant (see Ap.), n. Gourmand. [F] 
bon'y, a. Of, like, bone(s); big-boned; 
with little flesh, [bone 1 + -y 2 ] 

bonze, n. Japanese or Chinese Buddhist 
priest. [F, f. Port, bonzo perh. f. Jap. 
boned f. Chin, fan seng religious person] 

bon'zer, a. (Austral, si.). Excellent, first- 
rate. [perh. f. BONANZA] 

boo, int., n., & v.t. & i. (Make) sound of 
disapproval or contempt; hoot (speaker, 
announcement, etc.), [unit, of cow’s 
lowing] 

♦boob, n. Simpleton, [contr. of foil. ] 
boob'y, n. Silly dull-witted fool, lout; 
kinds of gannet; ~ prize, awarded to the 
last or lowest scorer in a contest of any 
kind; ~ trap, things placed on top of 
door ajar to fall on first opener, (Mil.) 
kinds of apparently harmless device 
concealing an explosive charge designed 
to go off when tampered with; —-trap 
v.t. &i. Hence~iSH1a. [prob. f. Sp. bobo 
(both fool & bird) f. L balbus stam¬ 
mering] 

boo'dle, n. Crowd, pack, lot, (the whole — 
or caboodle); money for political bribery 
etc.; a card-game, [now U.S.; 17th c. 
f. Du. boedel possessions, the whole — 
= Du. de heele boedel, LG de ganze bodel; 
cf. CABOODLE] 

boo'gie-woo'gie (-gl), n. Style of playing 
blues on the piano marked by a persistent 
bass_rhythm. [orig. unkn.] 

boohoo', n., & v.i. (Make) sound of noisy 
w'eeping. [imit. ] 

book1, n. 1. Portable written or printed 
treatise filling a number of sheets fastened 
together (forming roll, or usu. with sheets 
sewn or pasted binge wise & enclosed in 
cover); literary composition that would 
fill such a set of sheets (or several) if 
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printed; (fig.) anything from which one 
may learn, also imaginary record, list, 
etc., (~ of fate; ~ of life, list of those who 
shall be saved); the Bible (esp. swear on 
the ~); main division of literary work 
(Bk I etc.), or of Bible (J3~ of Genesis); 

= libretto ; back-hinged set of blank 
sheets for writing accounts, notes, exer¬ 
cises, eto., in (pi., merchant’s accounts); 
(Turf) one’s bets on a race or at a meeting 
(won’t suit my transf., is inconvenient); 
set of tickets, stamps, cheques, tricks at 
cards, etc., bound up or collected. 2. ~ 
of reference, not read continuously but 
used intermittently for information; 
speak like a ~, in formal phrases, by the 
~, with correct information; take a leaf 
out of ■-’s ~, imitate him; without ~, 
without authority, from memory; on the 
~s, entered in list of members etc. (so take 
one’s name off the ~s); in -’s bad or 
black, good, ~s, in disfavour or favour 
with him; bring to ~, call to account. 
3. binder, -ding, binder, binding, of ~s; 
~'case (-k-k-), case containing ~shelves; 
~ ends, pair of ornamental props used to 
keep a row of unshelved ~s upright; 
~-keeper, -ping, one who keeps, art of 
keeping, the accounts of a merchant, 
public office, etc.; ~-learning or -lore, 
-learned, mere theory, knowing ~s but 
not life, so ~'ish1 a., ~'Is1ily2 adv., 
~'ishNESS n.; ~-maker, -king, compiler, 
compiling, of ~s (esp. for mercenary 
motives), also professional betting man 
or ~'ie [-Y3] n., his profession; ~'man, 
literary man; —mark(er), thing to keep 
place in ~; ~-muslin, fine kind folded 
in ~like way when sold; —plate, label 
with owner’s name, crest, etc., for pasting 
into ~s; ~-rest, adjustable support for ~ 
on table; seller; ~-slide, expanding 
stand for a few —s; |[ stall (of ~s exposed 
for sale out of doors); ~ token, voucher 
for a sum of money to buy ~(s); ~ value, 
value of a commodity as entered in a 
firm’s ~s (opp. market value)-, —work, 
study of rules or text-~s (opp. to working 
sums, chemical analysis, etc.); ~'worm, 
maggot eating its way through ~s, person 
devoted to reading. Hence ~'let n. 
[OE, OS boc, OHG buoh, ON bok, Goth. 
bokos (pi.) f. Gmc •bok-, usu. identified w. 
BEECH] 

book2, v.t. Enter in book or list; engage 
(seat etc.) by previous payment, (guest, 
supporter, etc.) for some occasion; enter 
name of (person engaging seat etc.), issue 
railway ticket to; ]| take railway ticket; 
give, take down, address of (goods to be 
transmitted); I’m ~ed, caught, cannot 
escape; \\~ing-clerk, -office, person, place, 
for buying tickets from. [OE bocian f. 
prec. ] 

bdok'land, n. (hist.). Part of common 
land granted by charter (under the 
sovereign’s orders) to a private owner. 
[OE bocland, f. boc document] 

boom1, n. Long spar with one end at¬ 
tached. stretching sail-foot; floating bar¬ 
rier of timber across river or harbour 
mouth. [Du., = beam] 

boom2, v.i. & n. (Make) deep resonant 
sound; hum, buzz; (make) bittern’s cry. 
[imit. ] 

boom3, v.t. & i., & n. (Show) sudden 
activity, development, (esp. of commer¬ 
cial ventures, prices, etc., cf. slump); 

(win) sudden popularity for (an inven¬ 
tion, cause, etc.) by advertising etc., 
launch with 6clat. [U.S. wd, perh. f. 
prec. (cf. make things hum) ] 

bdbm'er, n. Large male kangaroo; 
(trappers’ name for) N.-Amcr. mountain 
beaver, [orig. unkn. ] 

boom'erang, n., & v.i. 1. Australian 
curved hardwood missile with convex 
edge returning to its thrower; (fig.) argu¬ 
ment or proposal that recoils on its 
author. 2. v.i. Act as a ~, recoil, [native 
name, perh. modified] 

boon1, n. Request, thing asked for; 
favour, gift; blessing, advantage, [f. ON 
6d?i=OE ben prayer f. Gmc •boniz of 
unkn. orig.; the change f. prayer to gift 
iuob. helped by confusion with foil. ] 

boon2, a. Bounteous, benign, (poet.; of 
nature, air, life, etc.); congenial, jolly, 
(~ companion), [f. bon ; from 14th c.] 

boor, n. Peasant; clumsy or ill-bred 
fellow. Hence ~'ish1 a., ~'ishLY2 adv., 
~'IshNESS n. [f. LG bur or Du. boer 
peasant; cf. bower1] 

boost, v.t., & n. l.(colloq.). Shove, hoist. 
2. Increase the reputation, value, etc. of 
(person, scheme, commodity, etc.) by 
advertising etc., boom. 3. (meek.). Raise 
the electromotive force in (electric circuit, 
battery, etc.), whence ~'er1 (2) n. 4. n. 
Scheme of advertisement; resulting ad¬ 
vance in value etc. [U.S., orig. unkn.] 

boot1, n., & v.t. 1. Outer foot-covering, 
usu. all or partly of leather, coming above 
ankle; (hist.) instrument of torture, 
luggage-receptacle in coach under guard’s 
& coachman's seat; luggage-receptacle at 
back of body of motor-car; the~ is on the 
other leg, truth or responsibility just the 
other way round; like old ~s (si.), 
tremendously; over shoes over ~s, as well 
risk much as little; heart in one’s ~s, in 
terror; die in one’s ~s, not in bed; ~ & 
saddle [perversion of F boute-selle ‘place 
saddle’ ], cavalry signal to mount; ~'jack, 
for pulling ~s off; ||~7ace, string or 
leather strip for lacing ~s; ~'legger, 
liquor-smuggler in U.S.; ticker, toady; 

maker; ~-trees, moulds for keeping ~s 
in shape; (si.) get, give, the~, be dismissed, 
dismiss, from employment. 2. v.t. Kick; 
(si.) kick (person) out (of the house, of 
employment, etc.). Hence~'ED2a. [ME, 
f. OF bote of unkn. orig. ] 

boot2, n. Good, advantage, (now only in 
to ~, as well, to the good, additionally). 
[OE bot, OS bota, OHG buoza, ON hot, 
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Goth, bota, f. Gmc *bota- f. root *bat- 
BETTER] 

boot3, v.t. (arch.; usu. impers. & abs.). 
Do good (to), avail, as, what ~s (it) to, 
(it) little ~s, (it) ~s (me) not. [ME boten f. 
bot BOOT2] 

bootee', n. Kind of lady’s boot; infant’s 
wool boot. [cf. coatee, see -ee ] 

booth (-dh), n. Temporary shelter of 
canvas etc.; covered stall in market, tent 
at fair, etc.; polling—, for voting at 
elections. [ME bothe f. ODa. 'both 
(whence Sw., Da. bod stall) f. East Norse 
boa dwell (cf. Olcel. biithi. biia),ct. bower1] 

boot'less, a. Unavailing. [OE bdtleas, 
see boot2, -less] 

boots, n. Hotel-servant who cleans boots, 
conveys luggage, etc. 

boot'y, n. Plunder or profit acquired in 
common & to be divided; gain, a prize; 
play ~, act as decoy for confederates, 
practise collusion, [f. F butin f. butiner f. 
MLG buylen to plunder; ult. orig. unkn.] 

booze, v.i., & n. Drink deeply, go on 
drinking; (n.) drink, a drinking-bout. 
[ME bouse, 16th c. bowse, f. MDu. busen, 
early mod. Du. buizen drink to excess] 

booz'y, a. Addicted to drink; fuddled, 
[prec. + -Y2] 

bd-peep', n. Game of hiding & suddenly 
appearing to child; play ~, of elusive 
politicians, arguers, etc. [bo +PEEP v.] 

bor'a1, n. Cold dry N.-E. wind blowing 
seasonably in the upper Adriatic, [dial. 
It., f. L BOREAS ] 

bor'a2, n. Mohammedan trader or hawker. 
[Hind, bohra) 

bora'cic, a. Of borax (~ acid, = boric 

acid), [-ic] 

bo'rage (bu-), n. Blue-flowered hairy- 
-leaved plant used to flavour claret-cup 
etc. [f. OF bourrache f. med. L borrago f. 
Arab, abu -rashsh ‘father of sweat’ from 
its use as a diaphoretic] 

bor'ax, n. A native salt of boron, in white 
powder or crystal when pure. [ME & OF 
boras f. rood. L borax f. Arab, buraq 
prob. f. Pers. burah] 

Bdrdeaux' (-do), n. Wine from ~ in S.W. 
France, claret, [place] 

‘bordell'o, n. Brothel. [It.] 
bdrd'er1, n. & a. Side, edge, boundary or 
part near it; frontier of country, (pi. after 
within, out of, etc.) territory; the 
boundary & adjoining districts between 
England & Scotland, ‘frontier of civiliza¬ 
tion, (also Border adj. in these senses); 
continuous bed round garden or part of 
it, distinct edging for strength or orna¬ 
ment or definition round anything; 
~land, district on either side of ~, (fig.) 
intermediate condition (as between sleep¬ 
ing & waking), debatable ground; ~ line, 
line of demarcation; ~(-)Zine adj., on the 
~ line, as a ~-line case, (esp.. Psych.) one 
verging on insanity. [ME bordure, f. OF 
f. Rom. *bordare whence F border', see 
BOARD1, -URE] 

bord'er2, v.t. & i. Put or be a border to, 
whence ~ing1 (3) n.; adjoin (trans., or 
intr. with on, upon); ~ upon, resemble, 
[f. prec. ] 

bord'erer, n. Dweller on or near frontier, 
esp. that of England & Scotland, [border 

m+-ER1 (4)] 
bore1, v.t. & i. 1. Make hole in usu. with 
revolving tool, hollow out evenly (tube 
etc.), whence bor'mo1 (2) n.; make (a 
hole, one’s way), by boring, persistent 
pushing, or excavation. 2. (Of horse) 
thrust the head out; (Racing) push 
(another) out of the course. [OE borian, 
OHG boron, ON bora f. Gmc *boron f. 
*boraz (whence OE, ON bor auger)] 

bore2, n. Hollow of gun-barrel; diameter 
of this, calibre; small deep hole made in 
earth to find water etc. [partly f. prec., 
partly f., or cogn. w., ON bora bore-hole] 

bore3, n. Nuisance (usu. as pred.); tire¬ 
some person, twaddler, [f. 1750, orig. 
unkn.; early quotations imply F deriv. ] 

bore4, v.t. Weary by tedious talk or dull¬ 
ness. [app. f. bore3, w. which it is 
contemporary, but relations uncert. ] 

bore5, n. Great tide-wave with precipi¬ 
tous front moving up some estuaries, 
[perh. f. ON bar a wave] 

bore6. See bear3. 

bor'eal, a. Of the North or north wind. 
[ME, f. LL borealis (foil., -al)] 

Bor'eas, n. (God of) the north wind. [L 
f. Gk] 

bore'cole (-oik-), n. = kale. [f. Du. 
boerenkool peasant’s cabbage] 

bore'dom (-ord-), n. Being bored, ennui. 
[BORE3 +-DOM] 

bor'er, n. Person, tool, or machine, that 
bores holes; horse that bores; kinds of 
boring insect, [bore 1 + -er 1 ] 

bo'ric, a. Of boron (~ acid, a preserva¬ 
tive & mild antiseptic). [-IC] 

born, p.p. & a. Be ~, come into the world 
by birth; ~ of, owing origin to; ~ again, 
regenerate; (with compl.) destined to be 
(~ rich, tired, to be hanged, a poet; cf. also 
~ orator, an orator ~, etc.); ~ with a silver 
spoon in one’s mouth, under a lucky star, 
destined to wealth, good luck; in all my 
~ days, my life; ~ fool, idiot (utter, 
hopeless); often in comb, with adjj. & 
advv., as base, first, —■. [p.p. of bear3] 

borne. See bear3. 

borne (born'a), a. Having limitations, of 
limited ideas, narrow-minded. [F] 

boro-, comb, form of foil, 
bor'on, n. Non-metallic solid element (a 
brown amorphous powder or yellow 
crystals), [f. borax with ending of carbon, 
which it resembles in some respects] 

borough (bu'rw), n. || (Munic.) town with 
corporation & privileges conferred by 
royal charter; (Pari.) town sending mem¬ 
bers) to parliament; the B~, of South¬ 
wark; (hist.) own, buy, ~, power of con¬ 
trolling election of member, close, pocket, 
~, so controlled, rotten ~, no longer (be- 
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fore 1832) having real constituency. [OE 
burg, burh, OS burg, OHG burug, ON borg, 
Goth, baurgs f. Gmc *burgs cogn. w. 
bergan shelter; cf. burgh] 

borough-Eng'lish (bft'ra Ingg-), n. (hist.). 
Tenure in some parts of England, by 
which all lands & tenements fell to young¬ 
est son. [f. AF tenure en Burgh Engloys 
(i.e. not French, but existing in some 
English boroughs)] 

bo'rrow (-6), v.t. & i. Get temporary use 
of (money etc. to be returned; of or from 
person); adopt, use without being the 
true or original owner or inventor, derive 
from another, import from an alien 
source; (Golf) play ball up-hill to roll 
back, (also) allow for wind or slope; ~ed 
light, internal window; ~ed plumes; 

<—pit (from which material has been 
taken for filling or embanking). Ilenco 
~ER1, ~ing1(2), nn. [OE borgian give a 
pledge (= OHG borgen take heed. MHG, 
G borgen borrow) f. borg, borh( = OS borg, 
MHG bore) pledge, f. root of Gmc *bcrgan 
protect (see borough)] 

borsch (-sh), n. Highly seasoned Russian 
soup of various ingredients including 
beetroot. [Russ, borshch] 

Bors'tal, n. ~ system, of imprisonment 
for young criminals, based on the inde¬ 

terminate sentence; ~ Association, for 
help of ~ prisoners on discharge; ~ In¬ 
stitution, formerly ^Prison, at~ in Kent. 

b<5rt, n. Diamond fragments made in 
cutting; diamond malformed in the 
making, [f. Du. boort) 

borz'oi, n. Russian wolf-hound, [f. Russ. 
borzoy a. = swift, & n. ] 

|| bos, boss, n., & v.t. & i., (si.). (Also 
~-shol) bad shot or guess, miss; bungle, 
mess; ||—eyed (si.), blind in one eye, 
cross-eyed, crooked, one-sided; (vb; -ss-) 
miss, bungle, [orig. unkn.] 

bos'eage, -kage, n. Masses of trees 
or shrubs. [ME, f. OF boscage f. bosc 
wood (see bush1) + -age -age] 

bosh1, n. & int. (si.). Nonsense, foolish 
talk, folly. [Turk., = empty; introduced 
by Morier’s novel Ayesha (1834)] 

II bosh2, v.t. (school si.). Make a fool of, 
tease, [f. prec.] 

bosh3, n. Lower sloping part of blast- 
-furnace shaft, from belly to hearth, 
[orig. unkn.] 

bosk, bos'ket, -quet (-k-), nn. Thicket, 
plantation, [(a) ME bosk var. of busk 
bush1, in mod. use back form. f. bosky ; 
(b) bosket f. F bosquet f. It. boschetto dim. 
of bosco wood; cf. bouquet] 

bos'ky, a. Wooded, bushy, [f. ME bosk 
(prec.) + -Y2] 

bo’s’n. See boat 1 swain. 
bosom (bdb'zm), n. Person’s breast; en¬ 
closure formed by breast & arms (wife of 
one’s ~); breast of dress, space between 
dress & breast, old equivalent of pocket 
(put in one’s ~); "shirt-front; surface of 
lake, ground, etc.; the midst (~ of one’s 
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family, of the church); the heart, thoughts, 
desires, etc. (comes home to one’s ~- 
-friend). [OE bosm, OS bosom, OHG 
buosam f. WG *bosm- of unkn. orig. ] 

boss1, n. Protuberance; round metal 
knob or stud on centre of shield or orna¬ 
mental work; (Archit.) carved or sculp¬ 
tured projection at intersecting-point of 
ribs; (Mech.) enlarged part of shaft. 
Hence ~ed2 (-st), ~’Y2, aa. [ME boce 1. 
OF boce (mod. bosse) of unkn. orig.] 

boss2, n. (si.). Master, person in authority; 
"manager of political organization; 
person or thing that is best at any thing, 
champion. [U.S. wd f. Du. baas master, 
of unkn. orig.) 

boss3, v.t. (si.). Be master or manager 
of (~ the show, make all arrangements), 
[f. prec.] 

Bos'ton, n. Variation of the waltz. [~ 
in U.S.] 

bo’sun. See boatlswain. 
Bos'well ( z-), n. Biographer like James 
~ (1740-95), writer of Johnson’s life. 
Hence Boswell'iAN a., ~ism(3) n., ~ize(4) 
v.i. 

bot, bott, n. Parasitic worm; the bolts, 
horse disease caused by it; ~-fly, insect 
whose eggs produce the ~s. [16th c. 
bottes prob. of LG orig., cf. Du. bot, 
WFris. botten (pi.), WFlem. botse, of 
unkn. orig.] 

bot'anist, n. Student of botany, [f. F 
botanisle, see botany, -ist(3)] 

bot'anize, -ise (-Iz), v.i. Study plants, 
esp. by seeking them as they grow. [f. 
Gk bolanizo gather plants, see botany, 
-ize] 

bot'any1, n. Science of plants. Hence 
botan'iCAL a. (also botan'ic in names 
of old societies), botan'iCALLY adv. 
[(a) botany f. botanic on anal, of astronomy 
-ic etc., see -Y1; (b) botanic f. F botanique 
or LL f. Gk botanikos f. botane plant, see 
-ic] 

Bot'any2, a. & n. ~ (wool), Australian 
wool; ~ yarn, yam made from this. [f. 
~ Bay, early convict settlement in N.S. 
Wales named from the variety of its flora] 

botar'go, n. (pi. -oes, -os). Relish of 
mullet or tunny roe. [It., f. Arab. 
butarkhah f. Copt, outaraklion (Copt, ou- 
indef. art.+Gk tarikhion pickle)] 

botch, n., & v.t. & i. (Make a) clumsy 
patch; bungle(d) work; repair badly. 
Hence ~'er1 n. [ME bocche, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

both, a., pron., & adv. 1. adj. The two 
--s & not only one, as ~ (the) brothers 
are dead (have it ~ ways, choose now one 
now the other of alternatives or contra¬ 
dictories to suit one’s argument etc.). 
2. pron. The two & not only one (a) with 
no n., as ~ are dead', (b) with of & n. or 
pron., as ~ of them (or of the brothers) are 
dead; (c) with n. or pron. as subj., & ~ in 
the pred. in apposition, as they (or the 
brothers) are ~ dead, they were gentlemen ~. 
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3. adv. With equal truth in two cases (a) 
whore ~ might still be held pronominal, 
as ~ brother & sister are dead; (b) clearly 
adv., as s/(e is ~ dead <£* buried', (c) of 
more than two nouns etc., as ~ God & 
man & beast. [ME bathe f. ON bullae 
(= OS bethia, OHG bade, beide), extended 
form of the simple wd repr. by OE begen, 
bd (ME bo), Goth, bai, ha] 

both'er1 (-dh-), v.t. & i. Pester, worry; 
be troublesome; worry oneself, take 
trouble; (subjunct. as mild imprecation) 
confound, [orig. unkn.; first in Irish 
writers, Sheridan, Swift, Sterne, & prob. 
of Anglo-Ir. orig.] 

bfith'er2 (-dh-), n. Worry, fuss, petty 
trouble, if. prec.] 

bothera'tion (-dh-), n. & int. = prec.; (int.) 
confound it! [bother v. + -ation ] 

both'ersome (-dh-), a. Annoying, trou¬ 
blesome. [-SOME] 

both'y, -ie, n. (Sc.). Hut, cottage; one- 
-roomed building in which workmen are 
lodged, [orig. unkn.; perh. related to 
BOOTH] 

bo't ree, n. Sacred pipal tree of India, 
beneath which Gautama, by enlighten¬ 
ment, became the Buddha, [repr. Sin¬ 
halese bogaha f. bo = Pali & Skr. bodlii 
perfect knowledge +gaha, tree] 

bot'tle1, n. Narrow-necked vessel, usu. of 
glass, for storing liquid; the amount of 
liquid in it; the ~, drinking, over a ~, 
while drinking; bring up on the~, of child 
not fed from the breast; ~-brush, cylin¬ 
drical brush for cleaning ~s, kinds of 
plant as horsetail; ~-glass, coarse dark- 
-green glass; ~-grcen, dark green; ~- 
-holder, pugilist’s attendant at prizefight, 
second, supporter, understrapper; <■— 
-neclc, narrow stretch or restricted outlet 
of road, (fig.) anything obstructing an 
even flow of production etc.; ~-rao.se, 
swollen nose, ~-nosed whale; ~-party, to 
which each guest brings a bottle of wine 
etc. (freq. extended to any gathering at 
which the licensing laws are defied); ~- 
-washer (colloq.), factotum, underling. 
[ME hotel, -ell{e) f. OF botele, bouteille f. 
med. L butticula dim. of butis, buttis 
butt 1 ] 

bot'tle2, v.t. Store in bottles; ~ up, 
conceal, restrain for a time, (resentment 
etc.), [f. prec.] 

bot'tle3, n. Bundle of hay or straw (look 
for needle in ~ of hay, of hopeless search). 
[ME, f. OF hotel dim. of botle bundle] 

bot'tle'1, n. Blue, white, yellow, ~, ~ of all 
sorts, kinds of plant, [partly corruption 
of buddle corn-marigold, partly from 
shape of ovary or calyx ] 

bott'om1, n. & a. 1. Lowest part, part on 
which thing rests (stand on own ~, be 
independent; ~ up, upside-down); the 
posterior; seat (of chair); ground under 
water of lake etc. {go, send, to the ~, sink; 
touch ~, be at the lowest point or on firm 
facts; to, from, ~ of heart, genuinely, pro- 

Boule 

foundly); river-basin etc., low-lying land; 
less honourable end of table, class, etc., 
person occupying this; farthest or inmost 
point (~ of bay); keel, horizontal part 
near keel, hull, ship esp. as cargo-carrier 
{in British ~s); foundation, basis, origin, 
(be at the ~ of, cause); essential character, 
reality, (search to the ~, get to the ~ of; at 
~); stamina. 2. adj. Lowest, last (bet 
one’s ~ dollar, stake all); ~ drawer, drawer 
in chest of drawers etc., in which a woman 
stores clothes etc. in preparation for 
marriage; || ~ gear ; fundamental; hence 
~most (-m-m-) a. [OE bolm, OS bodom, 
OHG bodam, ON botn repr. Gmc *buthm-, 
*buthn- ] 

bott'om2, v.t. & i. Put bottom to (sauce¬ 
pan, chair); base (argument etc.) upon; 
touch bottom of sea etc.; touch bottom 
of, sound, find the extent or real nature 
of. [f. prec.] 

bott'omless, a. Without bottom (chair 
etc.); unfathomable. [-LESS] 

bott'omry1, n. System of lending money 
to shipowner for purposes of voyage on 
security of ship, lender losing the money 
if ship is lost, [bottom n. = ship+-RY 
after Du. bodmerij] 

bdtt'omry2, v.t. Pledge (ship; see prec.). 
bot'ulism, n. (med.). Sausage-poisoning 
or poisoning by infected tinned or other 
food. [f. L boiulus sausage, -ism] 

boudoir (bdbd'wdr), n. Lady’s small 
private room. [F, lit. sulking-place f. 
bouder sulk] 

Bou'gainvlllae'a, -vil'ia, (boogan-), n. 
Tropical plant with large bright-coloured 
bracts. [Bougainville, French navigator, 
d.1811] 

bough (-ow), n. Tree-branch (if on tree, 
one of the chief branches). [OE bog, boh, 
OHG buog, ON bogr shoulder of an 
animal (the sense ‘limb of a tree’ is excl. 
Eng.) f. Gmc *boguz; see bow5] 

bought. See buy. Var. ~en (baw'ten), 
(in dial. & U.S. use) purchased at a shop 
(opp. home-made). 

bougie (bdhzh'O), n. Wax candle; thin 
flexible surgical instrument for exploring, 
dilating, etc., the passages of the body. 
[F, f. Arab. Bujiyah Algerian town with 
wax trade] 

bouillabaisse (bdolyabas'), n. French 
(esp. Marseilles) dish, rich fish-stew. [F] 

bouilli (bobyd'), n. Stewed or boiled 
meat. [F] 

bouillon (see Ap.), n. Broth, soup ; (Dress) 
puffed fold. [F, f. bouillir boil] 

boul'der (bol-), n. Water-worn rounded 
stone, cobble; large erratic block of 
weather-worn stone (in mining, of de¬ 
tached ore); ~-cZay, -drift, -formation, 
-period, geol. terms w. ref. to the Ice Age. 
[short for boulderstone, ME bulderston of 
Scand. orig.; cf. Sw. dial, bullersten large 
stone in a stream that makes a noise 
(Sw. butler noise, cf. G bollern rumble)] 

Boule (bow'le), n. Legislative council of 
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ancient Greece; modern Greek legislature. 
[Gk boule senate (boulomai choose)] 

boulevard (bool'vahr,* -ahrd), n. Broad 
street with rows of trees; *broad main 
road. [F, f. G bollwerk bulwark orig. 
promenade on demolished fortification] 

boul'ter (bdl-)> n. Long fishing-line with 
many hooks, [orig. unkn. ] 

bounce1, v.i. & t. (Cause to) rebound; 
(si., of cheque) be returned to drawer 
when there are no funds to meet it; throw 
oneself about; burst noisily, angrily, etc., 
into or out of (room), in or out; talk big; 

hustle (person) by bluff or assumptions 
into doing or out of (something); bouncing 
girl etc., big, hearty, bustling, noisy. 
[me bvnsen beat, thump, of unkn. orig., 
perh. imit.; cf. however LG bunsen, Du. 
bonzen beat, thump, Du. bons thump ] 

bounce2, n. Rebound; boast, exaggera¬ 
tion, swagger, [f. prec. ] 

bounce3, adv. Suddenly, noisily, (corner 
against etc. cf. bang), [as prec. ] 

boun'cer, n. In vbl senses; also: un¬ 
blushing lie; thing big of its kind; 
*chucker-out (si.). [-er1] 

bound1, n. Limit of territory or estate; 
(usu. pi.) limitation, restriction, (out of 

•—'S, beyond limits set by school etc. rules; 
go beyond the ~s of reason, put ~s to). [ME 
bunne, bound, etc. f. AF bounde, OF 
bodne etc., f. med. L bodina earlier 
butina of unkn. orig.] 

bound2, v.t. Set bounds to, limit, (csp. in 
pass, with by); be the boundary of. [f. 
prec.] 

bound3, v.i. (Of ball etc.) recoil from 
wall or ground, bounce; (of living thing, 
wave, etc.) spring, leap, advance lightly. 
[f. F bondir (orig. of sound) f. Rom. 
*bombilire var. of LL bombitare (L bombus 
hum)] 

bound1, n. Springy movement upward or 
forward; (advance by leaps <£• ~s, with 
startling speed); (of ball etc.) recoil (on 
the first ~, between first two touchings of 
ground), [f. prec.] 

bound5, a. Ready to start, having started, 
for (or with preceding adv. as homeward 
~). [ME bun(e), boun(e) f. ON biiinn p.p. 
of bda get ready; -d phonetic, or partly 
after foil. ] 

bound5, p.p. of bind. In vbl senses; esp. 
~ up with, having the same interests as, 
closely connected with; ~ to win etc., 
certain. 

boun'dary, n. Limit-line; (Cricket) hit 
to limit of field scoring 4 or 6 runs. 
[BOUND1 +-ARY1] 

boun'den. See bind1. 
boun'der, n. In vbl senses of bound2’ 3; 
esp., (si.) cheerfully or noisily ill-bred 
person. [-Eli1] 

bound'less, a. Unlimited. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ~ness n. [bound 1 + -less ] 

boun'teous, a. Beneficent, liberal; freely 
bestowed. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[ME bonlyvous f. OF bontif (bond bounty) 

bow 
-f-ous, altered later as though f. bounti 
bounty+ -ous; cf. plenteous] 

boun'tiful, a. = prec. (lady ~, beneficent 
lady of a neighbourhood); also, ample. 
Hence~LY2 adv. [foil. + -ful] 

boun'ty, d. Munificence, liberality in 
giving; gift (king’s, queen’s, ~, grant 
made to mother of triplets; Queen Anne’s 
~, former fund for augmenting poor 
benefices); gratuity to soldiers etc. on 
joining etc.; sum paid to manufacturers 
& producers to encourage trade enter¬ 
prise. [ME, f. OF bonte f. L bonitatem f. 
bonus good (bon, -ty)] 

bouquet' (bdbka/), n. Bunch of flowers; 
perfume of wine. [F, f. dial. var. of OF 
bos, bois wood; see -et] 

bouquetin (book-), n. The Alpine ibex. 
[F] 

‘bour'bon1 (b<51-, boor-), n. Kind of 
whisky distilled from Indian com & rye. 
[f. Bourbon County, Ky, where first made ] 

*Bour'bon2 (boor-), n. Reactionary, [f. 
the ~ family, whose descendants founded 
dynasties in France & Spain ] 

bour'don (boor-), n. Low-pitched (10 ft) 
stop in organ; similar stop in harmonium; 
lowest bell in peal of bells; drone pipe of 
bagpipes. [F, = bagpipe-drone] 

bourgeois1 (boorzb'wah), n. & a. (Mem¬ 
ber) of shop-keeping middle class, (per¬ 
son) of humdrum middle-class ideas. [F, 
see burgess] 

bourgeois2 (berjois'), n. & a. (Printing 
type) between long primer & brevier, 
[perh. a French printer’s name] 

bourgeoisie (boorzhwahzo'), n. The 
middle class. [F] 

bourgeon. See burgeon. 

bourn1 (boorn), n. Small stream, [south¬ 
ern var. of burn 1 ] 

bourn(e)2 (boorn), n. Limit, goal. [f. F 
borne f. OF bodne bound1] 

bourse (boors), n. Foreign money-market, 
esp. that of Paris. [F] 

boustrophed'on, a. & adv. (Written) 
from right to left & from left to right in 
alternate lines. [Gk, adv. = as ox turns 
in ploughing (f. bous ox, -strophes turning, 
-don adv. suf.)] 

bout, n. Spell of or turn at work or 
exercise; fit of drinking or illness; trial of 
strength ; this ~, on this occasion. [16th 
c. bout, bowt app. same as obs. bought 
(bout) bending] 

boutonniere (bootbnyar'), n. (Spray of 
flowers worn in) buttonhole. [F ] 

bouts rimes (boo rema,'), n. pi. Rhymed 
ends; versifying to set rhymes. [F ] 

bov'ine a. Of, like, an ox; inert, dull. [f. 
LL bovinus (bos bovis ox, see -ine1)] 

|| bov'ril, n. A meat extract used like beef 
tea. [P] 

bow1 (bo), n. Curve; rainbow; weapon 
for shooting arrows (bend, draw, the ~; 
two strings to one’s ~, a second resource; 
draw the long ~, exaggerate) ; = saddle—- ; 
rod with stretched horse-hair for playing 
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violin etc., single passage of this across 
strings; = bail4 ; = bow-window ; slip- 
-knot with single or double loop, ribbon 
etc. so tied; ~s, ~-compass(es), compass 
with jointed legs; ~-head, Greenland 
whale; ^-legged, bandy; ~-saw, narrow 
saw stretched like bowstring on wooden 
frame; ~'shot, distance to which ~ can 
send arrow; string, (strangle with) 
string of ~ (former Turldsh method of 
execution). [OE boga, OS, OHG bogo, 
ON bogi f. Gmc *bugon f. *bug- bow3] 

bow2 (bo), v.t. Use the bow on (violin etc.; 
also abs.). [f. prec.) 

bow3, v.i. & t. Submit (to the inevitable 
etc.), bend or kneel in sign of submission 
or reverence to or before (often with down); 
incline head in salutation, assent, etc. 
(■—ing acquaintance, that stops at this, 
slight); express (thanks etc.), usher in or 
out, by ~ing; cause to bend (lit. & fig., 
knee, back etc. for burden, will); ~ down, 
crush, make stoop, (esp. ~ed doicn by 
care etc.). [OE bugan, cf. OHG biogan, 
ON *bjuga, Goth, biugan f. Gmc *beugan, 
f. *beug-, *bug-, cf. bow1] 

bow4, n. Bending of head or body in 
salutation, respect, consent, etc.; make 
one’s ~, retire, [f. proc. ] 

bow5, n. Fore-end of boat or ship from 
where it begins to arch inwards (often 
pi.); on the of objects within 45° of the 
point right ahead; rower nearest the ~ 
(—oar, his oar or himself); ~-chaser, see 
chase1. [17th c. f. LG boog, Du. boeg, 
— Da. boug, Sw. bog, G bug, all = shoul¬ 
der, ship’s bow, the same wd as bough; 

the naut. sense was developed in LG & 
Du.] 

Bow bells (bo), n. Within the sound of ~, 
in City of London, [f. St Mary le Bow ] 

bowd'ler|ize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Expurgate 
(book, author). Hence ~ism(3), ~1za- 

tion, nn. [T. Bowdler (d. 1825), expurga- 
tor of Shakespeare, + -ize (4) ] 

bow'el, n. Division of alimentary canal 
below stomach, intestine, gut, (sing, only 
in med. use); (pi.) entrails, inside of body; 
pity, tender feelings, (~s of mercy etc.); 
interior of anything. [ME buel, bouel f. 
OF buel f. L botellus dim. of bolulus 
sausage] 

bow'er1, n. Dwelling, abode, (poet.); 
inner room, boudoir, (poet.); place closed 
in with foliage, arbour, summerhouse, 
whence ~y2 a.; —bird, Australian bird 
of the bird-of-paradise family construct¬ 
ing elaborate runs adorned with feathers, 
shells, etc. [OE (OS, OHG, ON) bur f. 
Gmc *bur- f. *bu dwell, cf. book] 

bow'er2, n. (Also ~-anchor, -cable) either 
of two anchors (best & small) carried at 
ship’s bow or of their cables, [bow5 +-ER1] 

bow'er3, n. One of two cards (right ~, 
knave of trumps, left ~, knave of same 
colour) at euchre, [f. G bauer peasant, 
knave at cards, cogn. w. Du. boer; see 
BOOR] 

♦bow'ery, n. Farm, plantation; the B~, 
a wide street in New York City. [f. Du. 
bouiverij ] 

bow'ie-knife (bo'I-), n. Long knife with 
10-15 in. blade double-edged at point 
used as weapon in wild parts of U.S. 
[Col. J. Bowie (d. 1836)] 

bowl1 (bol), n. Basin (hist., deep-shaped 
basin; now differing only as more digni¬ 
fied or poetic wd); drinking-vessel (the ~, 
conviviality); contents of a~; ~-shaped 
part of tobacco-pipe, spoon, balance, etc. 
Hence~ful(2) (bol'fdtil) n. [ME bolle f. OE 
(OS, OHG) bolla, ON bolli i. Gmc *bul- 
swell; cf. boll] 

bowl2 (bol), n. 1. Wooden ball made 
slightly out of spherical shape or weighted 
on one side to make it run curved course 
(bias). 2. Flattened or spherical wooden 
ball at skittles. 3. pi. Game played with 
~s (sense 1) on grass, or with round balls 
in room. 4. pi. Skittles (dial.). [ME & F 
boule f. L bulla bubble; bowl2 has taken 
its pronunc. f. bowl1, & bowl1 its spelling 
f. bowl2] 

bowl3 (bol), v.t. & i. Play bowls; trundle 
(ball, hoop, etc.) along ground; go along 
by revolving or by means of wheels, esp. 
~ along, go fast & smoothly; (Cricket) 
deliver (ball, over, or abs.), knock off 
(bails) or down (wicket), dismiss (bats¬ 
man; out or abs.), whence bowl'er1 
[-EK1] n.; ~ over, knock down, (fig.) dis¬ 
concert, render helpless, [f. prec. ] 

|| bowl'er2(bo-),n. = billycock ;~-Aafn., 
~, v.t. (si., -tt-), retire from the army etc. 
[f. Z?~, hatter, who designed it 1850] 

bowline (bo'lin), n. Rope from weather 
side of square sail to bow; (also ~-knot) 
simple knot for forming a non-slipping 
loop at end of rope. [ME bouline etc. f. 
MLG boline = MDu. boechlijne (bow5, 
line2); early borrowing accounts for 
pronunc. diif. from that of bow5; see also 
BOWSPRIT] 

bowl'ing (bo-), n. In vbl senses; esp.: ~- 
-crease, line from behind which bowler de¬ 
livers ball; —alley, long enclosure for 
playing skittles; —green, lawn for play¬ 
ing bowls. [-ING1] 

bow'man1 (bo-), n. (pi. -men). Archer. 
[BOW1] 

bow'man2, n. (pi. -men). Man stationed 
in bow of boat, [bow 5 ] 

bow'sprit (bo-) n. Spar running out from 
ship’s stem, to which forestays are 
fastened. [ME bouspret etc. f. MLG 
bogspret = MDu. boechspriet (bow5, sprit) ; 
see also bowline ] 

Bow-street (bo-), n. & a. Street near 
Covent Garden with chief metropolitan 
police-court; B.-runner, -officer, old names 
for police officer. 

bow win'dow (bo; -do), n. Curved (not 
angular) bay window; (si.) large belly. 
Hence ~ed2 (-od) a. [bow1] 

bow-wow', int. & n. Dog’s bark; imita¬ 
tion of it; (nursery talk etc.) dog; the 
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(bio) ~ style, dogmatic manner in talk or 
writing. 

bow'yer (bo-), n. Maker, seller, of bows. 
[BOWx + -YER] 

box1, n. Kinds of evergreen shrub, 
csp. one with small dark leathery leaves, 
much used in garden borders; (also ~- 
wood) its wood, used by turners & en¬ 
gravers ; (with qualification) similar plant 
(bastard ~ etc.). [OE box f. L buxus, Gk 
vuxos ] 

box2, n. 1. Receptacle (usu. lidded, rect¬ 
angular or cylindrical, & for solids) of 
wood, cardboard, metal, etc. (in the same 
~, i.e. predicament); driver’s seat on 
carriage or coach (from the ~ under it); 
= ~/mZ as quantity; money-~ (put in the 
~); separate compartment at theatre, in 
tavern, etc., in stable or railway truck for 
horse (loose ~, in which it can move 
about); = jury-~, || witness—; hut for 
sentry or signalman; fishing, shooting, 
etc., -~, small country house for such 
temporary uses; protective case in 
various machines; in the wrong ~, awk¬ 
ward position. 2. ~ barrage ; ~ bed, 
with wooden roof & sides opening with 
sliding panels, also bed made to fold up 
& look like ~; ~-cloth, close-woven cloth 
like bull; ~-coat, heavy overcoat (for 
driving); —drain, of quadrangular sec¬ 
tion; ~-irore, for ironing, hollow for 
reception of heater; <—keeper, attendant 
on theatre ~es; ~-kiie, scientific kite 
consisting of two light rectangular ~es 
secured together horizontally; —office, 
in theatre etc. for booking seats; •— 
-pleat, double fold in cloth; ~ spanner 
(with socket head); —wallah (Anglo-Ind. 
colloq.), pedlar, (si.) European commer¬ 
cial man in India (in derogatory sense). 
Hence ~'fux(2) n. [OE box prob. f. 
*buxem acc. (for buxidem) of LL buxis 
(whence OHG buhsa f. WG *buhsja) f. L 
pyxis pyx ] 

box3, v.t. Provide with, put into, a box; 
~ up, confine uncomfortably, squeeze to¬ 
gether ; II lodge (document) in Law Court; 
divide off from other compartments; ~ 
the compass, (Naut.) rehearse the points 
in correct order, (fig.) make complete 
revolution & end where one began (in 
politics, argument, etc.), [f. prec. ] 

box4, n. Slap with hand on the ear(s). [ME 
box of unkn. orig. ] 

box5, v.t. & i. Slap person’s ears; fight 
(someone, or intr.) with fists (usu. in pad¬ 
ded gloves & merely for exercise); ~wif7- 
-glove, padded glove worn in boxing; 
~ing-weights (amateur given first, pro¬ 
fessional in brackets), heavy-weight over 
12 st. 10 (over 12 st. 7), light heavy (or 
cruiser)-weight 12 st. 10 (12 st. 7), middle- 
-weight 11 st. 11 (11 st. 6), light middle- 
-weight 11 st. 2 (not a professional cate- 
gory), welter-weight 10 st. 8 (10 st. 7), light 
welter-weight 10 st. (not a professional 
category), light-weight 9 st. 7 (9 st. 9), 

brace 
feather-weight 9 st. (9 st.), bantam-weight 
8 st. 7 (8 st. C), fly-weight 8 st. (8 st.). [f. 
prec. ] 

Box and Cox, n. Two persons who aro 
never together, never at home at the 
same time, [name of play adapted from 
the French in 1847 by J. M. Morton] 

box'calf' (-kahf), n. Chrome-tanned calf¬ 
skin with hatched grain, [after Joseph 
Box, London bootmaker] 

box'er, n. Pugilist; (R~) member of 
Chinese anti-forcign secret society (hist.); 
medium-sized smooth-haired kind of dog 
derived from German bulldog, [box5, 
-er1] 

box-haul, v.i. Veer ship round on her 
keel (for want of room), [box3] 

II Box'ing-day, n. First week-day after 
Christmas, [on which CHRlSTMAS-fcoxes 

are given, f. obs. sense of box3 f. (money)- 
-box2] 

boy, n. Male child (strictly till puberty, 
loosely till 19 or 20, ‘the ~s’ also of 
grown-up sons of a family); person who 
retains tastes or simplicity of boyhood; 
servant, slave, native labourer, male 
native, in various countries with subject 
races (cf. post2-~ etc.); (familiar voc.) 
old, my, ~; often = male (~-friend, 
girl’s or woman’s favourite ~), young 
('—husband); ~ SCOUT1; ||~’s-Zoi;e, south¬ 
ernwood. [ME boi, boy, the orig. of 
which, subject of involved conjectures, 
remains unascertained] 

boye'ott, v.t., & n. 1. Punish, coerce, 
(person, class, nation) by systematic 
refusal of social or commercial relations; 
combine in abstaining from (goods etc.) 
with this aim. 2. n. Such treatment. 
[Capt. B~, Irish land-agent so treated; 
f. 1880] 

boy'hood, n. Boyish age; boys, [-hood] 

boy'ish, a. Proper to boys; as of a boy, 
spirited, puerile. Hence ~LY2adv.,~NESS 

n. [-ish1(1)] 

bra (-ah), n. (colloq.). Brassiere, [abbr. ] 
brab'ble, v.t., & n., (arch.). (Engage in) 
paltry noisy quarrel, [orig. obsc.; cf. 
Du. brabbelen jabber, stammer] 

brace1, n. Thing that clasps, tightens, 
unites, secures; II (pi.) suspenders for 
trousers; thong for tuning drum; || strap 
suspending carriage-body from springs; 
connecting mark in printing ({); pair, 
couple, (dogs, game, derog. persons; 
pi. 3, 20, etc., brace)-, strengthening piece 
of iron or timber in building; ~ <£■ bit, 
revolving tool for boring, screw-driving, 
etc.; (Naut.) rope attached to yard for 
trimming sail (splice the main3 ~). [ME, 
orig. f. OF brace the two arms, f. L 
bracchia (pi.) arms; some senses f. foil., 
the naut. meaning perh. f. F bras arm] 

brace2, v.t. Fasten tightly, stretch, string 
up, give firmness to, (~ oneself up, ~ 
one’s energies, etc.; bracing air, opp. 
relaxing); support; couple together; 
(Naut.) move (sail) by braces. Hence 



bracelet 142 brain 

‘bra'cer1 n. (si.), pick-me-up. [ME, 
partly f. OF bracier embrace, partly f. 
prec.; the naut. perh. f. F brasser] 

bracelet (-si-), n. Ornamental band, 
chain, etc., for wrist or arm; (si.) hand¬ 
cuff. Hence ~ed2 a. [ME, f. OF, dim. of 
bracel f. L bracchiale f. bracchium arm, 
see -ET1, -let] 

bra'cer2, n. Wrist-guard in archery & 
fencing. [ME, f. OF brasseure f. bras arm 
+ -eure -dee ] 

brach, n. (arch.). Bitch hound. [ME 
branches pi. f. OF brachcs, -ez, pi. of bracket 
(whence ME bracket) dim. of brae f. WG; 
cf. OHG braccko, med. L braccus] 

bra'chial (-ak-), a. Of the, like an, arm. 
[f. L bracchialis (bracchium arm) see -al] 

bra'chiate (-ak-), a. (bot.). With branches 
in pairs at right angles to stem, each pair 
at right angles to the last. [f. L bracchiatus 
see prec. & -ate2 (1)] 

brachy- (-k-), comb, form of Gk bralchus 
short, in many scientific terms, 

brachycephal'ic (-klse-), a. Short-headed 
(of skulls with breadth at least four-fifths 
of length; or of person or race with such 
skull), [prec. + -cephalic ] 

brachyl'ogy (-ki-), n. Conciseness of 
speech, condensed expression, incorrect¬ 
ness of speech due to excessive condensa¬ 
tion. [f. Gk brakhulogia, see brachy-, 

-logy] 
brack'en, n. A fern abundant on heaths, 
hillsides, etc.; (collect.) mass of ferns, 
[northern ME f. ON *brakni whence Sw. 
brdken. Da. bregne fern ] 

brack'et ’, n. Flat-topped projection from 
wall serving as support to statue, arch, 
etc.; shelf with slanting under-prop for 
hanging against wall; wooden or metal 
angular support; side-piece of gun- 
-carriage supporting trunnion; support 
projecting from wall of gas or other lamp; 
pairs of marks, (),[],{} (cf. brace), 
used for enclosing words, figures, etc. 
t~-turn in skating, like one of the third 
pairs); (Mil.) distance between two shots 
in ranging (see foil.); group bracketed 
together (* income—, class of tax-payers 
grouped according to income). [16th c. 
bragget f. F braguette or Sp. bragaeta dim. 
of brague, braga f. L braca sing, of bracae 
breeches; sense-hist.obsc.,perh. infl.byL 
bracchium arm] 

brack'et2, v.t. Enclose in brackets as 
parenthetic, spurious, (Math.) having 
spec, relations to what precedes or follows, 
etc.; couple (names etc.) with a brace, 
imply connexion or equality between 
(~ed, equal); (Mil.) drop two shots one 
short of & one beyond (target) in range- 
-finding. [f. prec. ] 

brack'ish, a. Between salt & fresh (of 
water), [f. obs. adj. brack f. Du. bralc, 
-ISH1] 

bract, n. Small leaf or scale below calyx. 
So brac'teAL, brac'teATE2(2), aa. [f. L 
bractea thin plate, gold leaf ] 

brad, n. Thin fiat slightly-headed nail, 
[later var. of ME brod goad, pointed 
instrument, f. ON broddr (= OE brord, 
OHG brort) spike] 

brad'awl, n. Small non-spiral boring-tool, 
[perh. f. prec.+awl] 

II Brad'shaw, n. (Used for) ~’s Railway 
Guide, a time-table of all passenger trains 
running in Great Britain, [orig. issued 
in 1839 by George Bradshaw, printer] 

|| brae (-a), n. Steep bank, hill-side. [ME 
bra f. ON bra (= OE lyrsew) eyelid, = OS, 
OHG brawa eyebrow f. Gmc *brsew~; not 
related to brow ] 

brag, n., & v.i. & t. (-gg-). (Indulge in) 
boastful talk; boast of or of, boast that; 
card-game like poker. [ME, of unkn. 
orig.; cf. (ICth c.) F braguer etc.] 

braggadS'cio (-shio), n. Empty vaunt¬ 
ing. [formed by Spenser (meaning boaster) 
on prec. & It. augmentative -occhio] 

bragg'art, n. & a. (Person) given to brag¬ 
ging. [f. 16th c. F bragard f. braguer 
BRAG -[- -ARP ] 

brahmaput'ra (-dot-), brah'ma, n. Kind 
of domestic fowl, [river Brahmaputra, 
whence brought] 

brah'min, -man, n. Member of Hindu 
priestly caste; *Brahmin (colloq., usu. 
derog.), highly cultured or intellectual 
person. Hence brahmln'ic(Ai), -man! 
ic(al), aa., brah'mlniSM(3), -manisn(3), 
n. [f. Skr. brahmana f. brahman wor¬ 
ship] 

brah'minee, a. Belonging to brahmin 
caste etc.; ~ bull, ox, sacred (humped) 
cattle, immune from slaughter, [f. prec. ] 

Brah'mSism, n. Reformed theistic 
Hinduism. So Brah'mo(iST) n., adherent 
of ~. [f. Brahmo in Brahmo Samaj 
(religious society founded in 1830), -ism] 

braid1, n. Entwined hair, plait; band etc. 
entwined with the hair; silk, thread, etc., 
woven into a band. Hence ~'ixg1 (3, 6) n. 
[see foil.] 

braid2, v.t. Plait, interweave, (hair, 
flowers, thread); arrange (hair) in braids; 
confine (hair etc.) with ribbon etc.; trim, 
edge, with braid. [OE, OS bregdan, OHG 
brettan, ON bregtha f. Gmc *bregdhan 
move to & fro ] 

brail, n., & v.t. (Haul up with) small 
rope(s) on sail-edges for trussing sails be¬ 
fore furling. [ME, f. OF brail, braiel f. LL 
bracale (also -ile) girdle (bracae breeches) 
see -al(2)] 

braille, B-, (-al), n., & v.t. 1. System of 
writing & printing for the blind, in 
which the characters are represented by 
raised dots. 2. v.t. Print or transcribe in 
~ characters. [M. Braille, French in¬ 
ventor, 1834] 

brain, n., & v.t. 1. Convoluted nervous 
substance in skull of vertebrates (sing, of 
the whole as an organ, pi. of the sub¬ 
stance ; blow out one’s ~s, shoot him in 
the head); centre of sensation, thought, 
etc. (usu. pi., sing, with dignified or 
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exalted effect; cudgel etc. one’s ~s, think 
hard; have something on the ~, be crazy 
about it; turn one’s ~, make him vain & 
silly); intellectual power (suck, pick, one’s 

extract & use his ideas); ~-/d£r, nervous 
exhaustion; ~ fever, inflammation of the 

~-fever bird, Indian cuckoo (with 
maddeningly persistent cry sounding 
like ‘~fever’); —pan (colloq.), skull; ~ 
sauce (joe.), intelligence; —sick, mad; — 
■storm, temporary mental upset marked 
by uncontrolled emotion & violent action; 
Brains Trust, *group of experts guiding 
or advising the government, (transf.) any 
group of experts, || a body, consisting 
mainly of experts, broadcasting im¬ 
promptu answers to selected questions 
from listeners; ~-washing, clearing the 
mind of established ideas by persistent 
suggestion & indoctrination; ~ wave 
(colloq.), sudden inspiration or bright 
idea; hence ~'i,ess a. 2. v.t. Dash out ~s 
of. [OE braegen = MDu., LG bregen, Du., 
Fris. brein, not elsewhere in Gmo] 

brain'y, a. Clever. [-Y2] 
II braird, n., & v.i. (Sc.).(Come up in) fresh 
shoots, [same wd as obs. (Sc.) brerd f. 
OE brerd brim; cf. OE brord point, see 
BEAD] 

braise (-z), v.t. Stew (prop, with fire 
above & below) tender with bacon, herbs, 
etc. [f. F braiser (braise hot coals)] 

brake1, n. = bracken. [ME, perh. 
shortened f. bracken, -en being taken to 
be the pi. ending] 

brake2, n. Thicket, brushwood. [16th c., 
orig. unkn. ] 

brake3, n. Toothed instrument for brak¬ 
ing flax & hemp; (also ~-harrow) heavy 
harrow; instrument for peeling off willow- 
-bark. [15th c. = MLG, MDu. brake, 
flax-brake f. breken break1] 

brake4, v.t. Crush (flax, hemp) by beat¬ 
ing. [f. prcc. ] 

brake 6, n. Apparatus for checking wheel’s 
motion; (also r—van) railway-carriago 
from which ~s of a train can bo con¬ 
trolled, guard’s compartment. Hence 
~'1ESS (-kl-) a. [18th c., of uncert. orig.; 
perh. transferred use of obs. brake bridle, 
curb (15th c.), of uncert. orig.; cf. F frein 
curb, also brake, G. bremse barnacle, also 
brake] 

brake®, v.t. Apply brake to (wheel, car, 
train), [f. prec.] 

brake7. See break3. 
*brake'man (-km-), II brakes'man (-ks-), 
n. Man in charge of brake5. 

Bram'ah-. (Look, press, pen, etc.) in¬ 
vented by J. Bramah c. 1790. 

bram'ble, n. Hough prickly shrub with 
long trailing shoots; blackberry-bush ; 
blackberry. Hence bram'blY2 a. [OE 
brscmbel (for earlier br&rnel, cf. slumber), 
f. WG *brsem-, *bram- (see broom) + -le 
(1); cf. OS bramalbusc] 

bram'bling, n. The mountain finch, 
[prec. +-linq 1 (1)] 

bran, n. Husks of grain separated from 
flour after grinding; ~ pie, form of 
bvcKY 1-bag. [ME bren, bran f. OF f. Gaul¬ 
ish *brennos bran] 

bran'eard (-ngk-), n. A horse-litter. [F, 
= litter (foil., -ard)] 

branch1 (-ah-), n. Limb springing from 
tree or bough (bough, ~, twig, is the order, 
but ~ occas. for either of the others); 
lateral extension or subdivision of moun¬ 
tain-range, river, road, family, genus, 
subject of knowledge, argument, legisla¬ 
ture, bank or other business, etc.; root-&- 
~ adj., root & ~ adv., thorough(ly), radi¬ 
cally). Hence (-)~ed2 (-cht), ~'less, aa., 
~'bet n. [ME, f. OF branche branch f. LL 
branca paw] 

branch2 (-ah-), v.i. Put branches out, 
forth; spring out, spread forth, tend away 
or off, diverge into. [f. prec. ] 

bran'chi|ae, -I|a, (-ngk-), n. pi. Gills. 
Hence ~ab, ~ate2(2), ~f'erous, ~form, 

aa., ~o- comb. form. [L branchia, pi. -ae, 
f. _Gk bragkhia pi. ] 

bran'chy (-ah-), a. With many branches. 
[-Y2] 

brand1, n. Burning or charred log or 
stick (~ from the burning, rescued person, 
convert), torch (poet.); mark made by 
hot iron; stigma (the ~ of Cain, blood- 
-guiltiness); trade-mark, particular kind 
of goods; iron stamp for burning a mark 
in; kind of blight (leaves etc. with burnt 
look); sword (poet.; perh. as flashing). 
[OE brand, OHG brant, ON brandr f. 
Gmc *brandaz (*bran- pret. st. of 
*brinnan burn2)] 

brand2, v.t. Burn with hot iron (surgi¬ 
cally, penally, or showing ownership or 
quality); impress on memory; stigma¬ 
tize. [f. prec.] 

bran'dish, v.t. Wave about, flourish, 
(weapon, threat) as preliminary to action 
or in display, [f. OF brandir (-ish2) f. 

Rom. *brandire f. Gmc * brand- brand1 

sword] 
brand'ling, n. Red worm with brighter 
rings used as bait, [brand1-!--ling‘(1)] 

brand-new', bran-, a. Conspicuously 
new. [f. brand h as if freshly stamped ] 

bran'dreth, n. Wooden stand for cask, 
hay-rick, etc. [ME, f. ON brandreith grate 
(brandr brand1 +reith carriage)] 

bran'dy, n. Strong spirit distilled from 
wine; \\~-ball, kind of sweet; ||~ pawnee 
[Hind, pani water], ~ & water; ~-snap, 
gingerbread wafer. [17th c. brandwine, 
brandewine, f. Du. brandewijn — burnt 
(distilled) wine] 

branklufs'ine (-ngk-), n. Bear’s breech, 
acanthus, [f. med. L branca ursina 
bear’s claw cf. branch] 

bran-new. See brand-new. 

brant(-goose). Sec brent. 

brash1, n. Loose broken rock or ice; 
hedge refuse, clippings, etc. [of unkn. 
orig.; cf. Du. bras (G brass) heap, lot, 
rubbish] 
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•brash2, a. (colloq.). Rash, cheeky, 
saucy, [orig. unkn. ] 

brass (-ahs), n., a., & v.t. & i. 1. (Hist.) 
alloy of copper with tin, zinc, or other 
base metal; (mod.) yellow alloy of t 
copper with J zinc (cf. bronze); inscribed 
sepulchral table of ~; the ~ , the ~ instru¬ 
ments of a band; (si.) money; effrontery, 
shamelessness. 2. adj. Made of ~; ~ 
band, set of musicians with ~ instru¬ 
ments ; ~ farthing, least possible amount, 
esp. don’t care a ~ farthing; II ~ hat, 
(mil. si.) officer of high rank with gold 
braid on his hat; II ~ plate, on door, 
gate, or window-ledge, with name, trade, 
etc.; II ~ rags, sailors’ cleaning cloths, as 
part ~ rags (Naut. si.), dissolve intimacy 
with-, ~ tacks, (si.) actual details, real 
business, esp. get down to ~ tacks. 3. v.t. 
& i. (si.). Pay up. [OE brass of unkn. 
orig.; cf. MLG bras metal] 

brass'age, n. Mint-charge for coining 
money. [F, f. brasser stir melted metals 
together; see -age ] 

brass'ard, n. Badge worn on arm. [F 
(bras arm & see -ard)] 

brdss'erie, n. Beer-saloon or beer-garden 
(usu. supplying eatables also). [F, 
= brewery (brasser brew)) 

brassiere (bras'yar), n. Woman’s under¬ 
garment worn to support breasts. [F] 

brass'ly (-ah-), a. & n. 1. Like brass in 
colour, sound, taste; impudent; pre¬ 
tentious; hence ~1ly2 adv., ~Iniss n. 
2. n. (Also ~ie) brass-soled golf-club. [-Y2] 

brat, n. Child (usu. dcrog.). [c. 1500 Sc., 
perh. short, f. Sc. bratchart — bratchcl 
hound, child, dim. of brach] 

bratt'ice, bratt'icing, nn. (Coal-mining) 
wooden partition or shaft-lining. [MB 
brutaske etc. temporary breastwork on 
parapet f. ONF breteslce = OF breiesche 
(mod. -eche) f. med. L brittisca of unkn. 
orig. ] 

brava'do (-yah-), n. (pi. -oes, -os). Show 
of courage, bold front, [f. Sp. bra- 
vada, F bravade; see foil., -ado (2), -ade(1)] 

brave1, a. & n. 1. Courageous {the ~, ~ 
men); (archaic-literary) finely dressed, 
showy, worthy, honest, admirable; hence 
~'ly2 (-vl-) adv. 2. n. Red-Indian war¬ 
rior. [ME, f. F, f. It. bravo, f. Rom. 
*brabus, f. *brabarus, f. L barbarus bar¬ 

barous] 

brave2, v.t. Defy, encounter with courage; 
~ it out, carry oneself defiantly under 
suspicion or blame, [f. F braver see prec. ] 

brav'ery, n. Daring; splendour, ostenta¬ 
tion, finery. [16th c. also = bravado, f. F 
braverie or It. -ia (prec., -ery)] 

bra'vo1 (-ah-), n. (pi. -oes, -os). Hired 
assassin, desperado. [It., see brave1] 

bra'vo2 (-ah-), n. & int. Cry of approval, 
esp. to actors etc. (occas. brava, bravi, 
to actress, company; also bravissimo 
supcrl.). [It. = BRAVE1] 

bravur'a (-oora), n. Brilliant or ambitious 
execution, forced display; style of (esp. 

breach 

vocal) music requiring exceptional powers. 
[It.] 

brawl, v. i., & n. Squabble, (engage in) 
noisy quarrel; (of streams) murmur. 
Hence ~/er1 n. [ME, of unkn. orig.] 

brawn, n. Muscle; pickled or potted 
boar’s flesh. [ME braun(e) f. AF braun, 
OF braon (Pr. bradon) f. WG *brado 
(bradan = G braten roast); sense boar’s 
flesh is excl. E ] 

brawn'| y, a. Strong, muscular. Hence 
~lNESSn. [-Y2] 

brax'y, n. & a. (Sc.). Splenic apoplexy 
in sheep; (adj.) suffering from ~, (of 
meat) of a ~ sheep (also abs. as n., = ~ 
meat), [orig. unkn.; cf. OE braec catarrh] 

bray1, n., & v.i. & t. (Make) the cry, or a 
sound like the cry, of ass or trumpet; ~ 
out, utter harshly. [ME, f. OF braire] 

bray2, v.t. Pound, beat small, esp. with 
pestle & mortar. [ME, f. OF breier{=Pr., 
Sp. bregar, It. brigare) f. Gmc *brekait 
BREAK1] 

braze1, v.t. Colour like brass. [16th c., 
not continuous w. late OE brasian (braes 
brass), but prob. formed anew on anal, 
of glaze, glass] 

braze2, v.t. Solder with alloy of brass & 
zinc. [f. F braser solder] 

braz'en1, a. Made of brass; strong, 
yellow, or harsh-sounding, as brass; (also 
~-faced) shameless, whence ~ly2 adv.; 
~ age, third stage in human deterioration 
golden, silver, ~, iron). [OE breesen {braes 
BRASS+ -EN3)] 

braz'en2, v.t. ~ out, carry off impu¬ 
dently (‘it’, matter, deed); make shame¬ 
less. [f. prec.] 

bra'zier1 (-zher), n. Worker in brass. 
Hence bra'ziERY(l) n. [f. brass + -ier, on 
anal, of glass, glazier ] 

bra'zier2(-zher),n. Pan for holding lighted 
coal. [f. F brasier {braise hot coal)] 

Brazil', n. & a. (Also ~-wood) kinds of 
hard red S.-Amer. wood yielding dyes; 
~-nut, large three-sided nut. [ME brasile, 
orig. Sp., Port., & F name of E.-Ind. 
wood, transferred to S.-Amer. similar 
species & thence to the country] 

breach1, n. (Naut.) breaking of waves 
(clear ~, rolling over without breaking; 
clean ~, carrying away of masts & every¬ 
thing on deck); breaking or neglect 
(of rule, duty, contract, someone’s privi¬ 
leged rights, or promise, esp. to marry); 
~ of close, trespass, of the peace, riot or 
affray; breaking of relations, separation, 
alienation, quarrel; broken state; gap, 
esp. in fortifications made by artillery 
(stand in the ~, bear brunt of attack, lit. 
or fig.); whale’s leap clear out of water. 
[ME breche f. OF breche f. Frank. *breka, 
Gmc *brekan break; superseding OE 
bryce, ME bruche (Gmc *brukiz f. 
*brckan)] 

breach2, v.t. & i. Break through, make 
gap in; (of whale) leap clear out of water, 
[f. prec.] 
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bread (-Sd), n. Flour moistened, kneaded, 

& baked, usu. with leaven {white, brown, 
black, —; standard —, wheaten of mixed 
flours; break —, take food, join in Lord’s 
supper; — & butter, — slices spread with 
butter, necessary food, a livelihood; 
>—&-butter letter, roofer; w/for 
miss, school-girl; — & scrape, stingfly 
buttered bread; ship’s — (Naut.), hard 
biscuit; — & cheese, simple food, a 
livehhood; — & milk, broken ~ in boiling 
milk; ~ & wine, Lord’s supper; ~ of life 
(see John vi. 35); know which side one’s — 
is buttered, where one’s interest lies; — 
buttered on both sides, easy prosperity; 
take the — out of one’s mouth, take away 
his living by competition etc.; eat the — 
of idleness, affliction, be idle, afflicted; 
daily —, livelihood; make one’s —, earn 
a living); —-basket, (si.) stomach; — 
-crumb, inner part of loaf, — crumbled for 
use in cooking; ~-fruit, -tree, South-Sea 
tree with farinaceous fruit; *—line, 
queue of poor people waiting to receive 
food; '-'■-stuffs, grain, flour; —ticket 
(entitling to ration); —-winner, person 
(also art, trade, tool) that supports a 
family. Hence —'less a. [OE bread, OS 
brod, OHG brot, ON brautli f. Gmc 
*braudh- of unkn. orig., the orig. Gmc 
name for bread being loaf] 

breadth (-6d-), n. Broadness, measure 
from side to side, {to a hair’s —, exactly); 
piece (of cloth etc.) of full —; extent, 
distance, room; largeness {of mind, view, 
etc.), liberality, catholicity, toleration; 
bold effect. Hence —'ways, -wise, adw. 
[16th c.,f. obs. brede, OE brSedu, +-TH1 
on anal, of length etc. ] 

break1 (-ak), v.t. & i. {broke & in Bible 
brake; broken occas. broke see broke2). 

1. (Of a whole) make or become discon¬ 
tinuous otherwise than by cutting, divide 
into two or more parts, (— bulk1 ; — a set, 
sell parts separately; — a lance with, argue 
against; — bread with, be entertained by; 
— Priscian’s head, use bad grammar; — 
person on wheel, of medieval execution; 
— butterfly on wheel, waste power; — 
ground, plough, begin siege, or fig. any, 
operations; — the ice, get over initial 
shyness or reserve; — the ranks, disorder 
by leaving them; troops —, disperse in 
confusion; clouds —, show gap); crack, 
graze, (— a head); shatter; dislocate 
(neck; — the neck or back of, kill, dispose 
of); make by separating obstacles (a way 
etc.); penetrate by —ing (— open); 
interrupt, change, {gloom, spell, journey, 
silence, one’s fast; voice —s, with emotion 
or at manhood; disrupt (broken bonds 
etc.); solve (a cipher); (Boxing, usu. as 
command from referee) come out of a 
clinch; — out, open up (receptacle) & 
remove contents (esp. Naut., of cargo). 
2. (Of a part) disconnect or depart from 
something otherwise than by cutting (— 
bough from tree, person of habit; — with. 

have breach or cease relations with; 
— an officer, dismiss; — piece off; ball —s, 
changes from its course, back from off, in 
from leg, side). 3. Make a way, come, 
produce, with effort, suddenness, vio¬ 
lence, etc. (— into house, out of prison, 
through obstacles; — in, intrude, inter¬ 
pose ; disease, war, — out; — out, exclaim; 
— news, a jest, reveal it; — wind 1; day —s; 
abscess —s); escape, emerge from, (prison, 
bounds, covert; — free or loose; — away 
from). 4. Make or become weak, disable, 
discourage, ruin, destroy, cease, exhaust, 
(— the heart, heart —s; frost, weather, —s; 
— bank, exhaust its resources; merchant 
—s, is bankrupt; — blow, fall, weaken its 
effect; tame, discipline, overpower, (with 
in, to, or abs.; — a horse, — a horse to the 
rein; — in child; — one’s will, spirit; — 
resistance, a rebellion, a strike); make of 
no effect, transgress, violate, neglect, 
{law. Sabbath, contract, promise, one’s 
word). 5. — down, collapse, fail; demolish; 
analyse (cost, total, etc.) into its com¬ 
ponent items; — even, emerge with 
neither gain nor loss; — off, detach by 
—ing, bring to an end, cease; — out, 
burst from restraint or concealment, 
release (flag when run up) from its trussed 
state, open up (receptacle) & remove 
contents (esp. Naut., of cargo); — up, 
dismiss, depart, — small, (of person) 
become feeble, show signs of decay. 
Hence —'able a. (also as n. pi., things 
easily broken), —'age(3) n. [OE brecan, 
OS brekan, OHG brehhan, Goth, brikan 
f. Gmc *brckan] 

break2 (-ak), n. Breaking; — of day, 
dawn; (Cricket) deviation of ball on 
pitching (—back, f. off side); (Billiards) 
points scored continuously; gap, broken 
place, interruption of continuity; short 
spell of recreation between lessons; 
(colloq.) a chance; (Mus.) point of 
separation between different registers of 
voice; irregularity; a bad — (colloq.), 
unfortunate remark or ill-judged action, 
[f. prec. 1 

break3 (-ak), n. Carriage-frame with no 
body for breaking in young horses; large 
wagonette, [f. break 1 or = brake frame¬ 
work, of unkn. orig.] 

breakdown (-ak-), n. Collapse, stoppage; 
failure of health or power; analysis of 
cost etc. into its component items; Negro 
dance, [f. break1, down3] 

break'er1 (-ak-), n. In vbl senses (esp. in 
comb, as ftorse—); also, heavy ocean-wave 
breaking on coast or over reefs. [-ER1] 

break'er2 (-ak-), n. (naut.). Small keg. [f. 
Sp. barreca, barrica cask] 

break'fast (brhk-), n., & v.i. & t. (Take, 
entertain at) first meal of day. Henco 
—less a. [break1 interrupt + fast n.] 

break'neck (-akn-), a. Dangerous (— pace, 
road, climb). 

break-up (-ak-), n. Disintegration, decay, 
collapse, dispersal, [f. phr. to break up] 

F 5813 
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break'water (-akwaw-), n. Object break- (~ strife), exhibit (~ simplicity); allow to 
ing, mole etc. built to break, force of 
waves. 

bream1, n. Yellowish arch-backed fresh¬ 
water fish; (also seo-~) a salt-water 
variety of this. [ME breme f. OF bre(s)me 
f. WG, as OS bressemo (= OHG brahsema, 
G brassen)] 

bream2, v.t. Clear (ship’s bottom) by 
singeing with burning furze etc. [perh. f. 
Du. brem broom, furze] 

breast1 (-6st), n. Either milk-secreting 
organ in woman, corresponding rudiment 
in man, (occas. of beast’s dug); (fig.) 
source of nourishment; upper front of 
human body or of coat, dress, etc.; 
corresponding part of animals; heart, 
emotions, thoughts, (make a clean ~ of, 
confess); -—'bone, thin flat vertical bone 
in chest connecting ribs; —drill, -hoe, 
etc., pushed with ~; —-fed, -feeding-, 
—harness, with ~-band instead of collar; 
— -high, high as the ~, (submerged) to 
the ~, (of scent) so strong that hounds 
race with heads up; —pin, jewelled etc,, 
worn in tie; plate, piece of armour 
covering ~, lower shell of turtle, tortoise, 
etc., inscription-plate on coffin; ~ stroke, 
stroke made while swimming on the ~ by 
extending the arms in front & sweeping 
them back; —wall, confining a bank of 
earth; ~-wheel, water-wheel with water 
admitted near axle; work, temporary 
defence or parapet a few feet high. Hence 
~'ed2 a. [OE breost, OS briost, ON brjost 
f. Gmc *breustam, also OHG brust, Goth. 
brusls (Gmc *brusts)] 

breast2 (-6st), v.t. Oppose the breast to, 
face, contend with, (waves, hill), [f. prec. ] 

breast'summer (-fist-), bress'ummer, 
n. Beam across broad opening, sustaining 
superstructure, [breast 1 + summer2 ] 

breath (-6th), n. Exhalation as per¬ 
ceptible to sight or smell; slight move¬ 
ment of air; whiff of perfume etc.; air 
taken into and expelled from lungs (draw 
—, breathe, live; a — of fresh air; spend, 
waste, talk vainly; keep — to cool 
porridge, abstain from talk; ~ of life, 
nostrils, a necessity; lake away person’s 
~, render him breathless with astonish¬ 
ment); respiration (catch, hold, one’s ~, 
in fear or absorbing emotion); one re¬ 
spiration (say inconsistent things in one 
or the same —); power of breathing (out of 
—, not able to breathe quick enough; 
take —, pause, rest); whisper, murmur, 
(not a — heard; also below one’s ~, in a 
whisper). [OE breeth f. WG *brdth-, 
whence OHG brddam (G brodem)] 

breathe (-edh), v.i. & t. Use the lungs; 
live; seem alive; take breath, pause, (~ 
again, freely, recover from fear etc., be at 
ease); sound, speak, (of wind) blow, 
softly (~ upon, tarnish, taint); send out 
(new life into; fragrance; — one’s last 
breath or last, die); take in (~ foul, whole- 
some, air); utter softly, also passionately 

~, give rest to; force to ~, exercise, tire. 
[ME brelhen f. prec. ] 

breath'er (-edh-), n. In vbl senses; esp., 
short spell of exercise; brief pause for 
rest, [-er1] 

breath'lng1 (-edh-), n. In vbl senses; 
esp.; (Gk Gram.) rough, smooth, —, signs 
('), (’), indicating that initial vowel is or 
is not aspirated; <■—space, time to breathe, 
pause, [-ing1] 

breath'ing2 (-edh-), a. In vbl senses; 
esp., lifelike (statue etc.) [-ing2] 

breath'iess (-6th-), a. Lifeless; panting; 
holding the breath; unstirred by wind. 
[-LESS] 

breath'lessly (-6th-), adv. Pantingly; in 
suspense. [-LY2] 

breath'ly (-6th-), a. (Of singing-voice) not 
clear-cut at beginning of sound, using 
breath before vocal chords are tense. 
Hence ~1ness n. [-Y2] 

bree'eia (-cha), n. Hock of angular 
stones etc. cemented by lime etc. [It., 
whence F briche f. Gmc = break] 

bred. See breed1. 

breech, n., & v.t. I. pi. —es (-ich'Iz) or 
pair of—es, short trousers fastened below 
knee (Breeches Bible, Geneva Bible of 
1560 with —es for aprons in Ben. iii. 7) and 
(now) used esp. for riding or in court cos¬ 
tume etc. (cf. knickerbockers) ; (loosely) 
trousers or knickerbockers; wear the -es, 
of wife ruling her husband; (sing., 
arch.) posterior. 2. (Gunnery) part of 
gun behind bore, back part of rifle or gim 
barrel; —block, closing ~ aperture in 
guns; •—-loader, -loading, (gun) loaded 
at ~, not through muzzle; —es-buoy, 
lifebuoy with canvas ~es for user’s 
legs. 3. v.t. (arch.). Put (boy) into ~es 
instead of petticoats. Hence ~ed2 a., 
(-icht) wearing ~es, (-echt) having a 
—■ [OE brec pi., OS brok, OHG bruoh, 
ON brok f. Gmc *brdks; relation to 
Gaul, braca, whence L braca, doubtful; 
double pi. breeches since ME ] 

breech'ing (-Ich-), n. Leather strap 
round shaft-horse’s or wheeler’s hind¬ 
quarters for pushing back; (Naut.) rope 
securing gun to ship’s side. [f. prec. 
+ -ING1] 

breech'less (-Ich-), a. Without breeches. 
[-LESS] 

breed1, v.t. & i. (bred). Bear, generate, 
(offspring); cherish In womb or egg; 
propagate; be pregnant; yield, produce, 
result in; make propagate, raise, (cattle, 
domestic animals); train up; fit for being, 
adapt to, (— him a lawyer, bred to the law), 
bring up; arise, spread; ~ in & in, always 
marry near relations; what is bred in the 
bone, hereditary traits. Hence ~'er1 n. 
(~er reactor, nuclear reactor that can 
create more fissile material than it con¬ 
sumes in the chain reaction). [OE bredan, 
OHG bruotan f. WG fbrodjan f. *brod- 
BROOD] 
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breed2, n. Race, stock, strain; family 
with hereditary qualities, [f. prec. ] 

breeding, n. In vbl senses; esp., result 
of training, behaviour, good manners. 
[-ING1] 

breeze1, n. Gad-fly. [OE briosa of unkn. 
orig. ] 

breeze2, n., & v.i. 1. Gentle wind; wind 
off land, or sea, at certain hours; (si.) 
quarrel, display of temper. 2. v.i. (si.). 
Go like a ~, move along in lively manner. 
Hence ~'less (-zl-) a. [16th c. brize, 
brieze, app. f. OSp., Pg. briza NE wind, 
whence (18th c.) E brise; connexion w. F 
bise doubtful] 

breeze3, n. Small cinders used with 
cement in making ~ blocks (light-weight 
concrete building blocks), [f. F braise] 

breez'ly, a. Wind-swept; pleasantly 
windy; fresh, lively, jovial. Hence~1ly2 
adv., ~Iness n. [-Y2] 

Bre'hon, n. & a. Ancient Irish judge; ~ 
law, Irish code abolished under James I. 
[f. OIr. brithem judge] 

Bren, n. (In full ~ gun) a light-weight 
machine-gun; ~ carrier, small bullet- 
-proof tracked vehicle, [f. Brno in 
Czechoslovakia (where orig. made) +En- 
field in England] 

brgnt(-goose), brant-, n. Smallest 
species of wild goose, visiting Britain in 
winter, [deriv. & orig. application un- 
cert. ; cf. ON brandgds, G brandgans] 

br€k, n. (U.S. Negro dial, contraction for) 
brother (esp. in beast-fable personifica¬ 
tions, as B— Fox, Rabbit). 

bress'ummer. See breastsujimer. 

breth'ren (-6dhrln). See brother. 
Bret'on, a. & n. (Native or language) of 
Brittany in France. [F, = briton] 

Bretwal'da (-51-), n. Lord of the Britons, 
title given to Egbert & Old Eng. kings 
of various States who held nominal or 
real supremacy over the rest, 

breve, n. (Hist.) authoritative letter from 
sovereign or pope; (Mus.) note = two 
semibreves now rarely used (alia —, time 
signature indicating 2 or 4 minim beats 
in bar); short prosody mark (”) in print¬ 
ing. [var. of ME bref(e) brief 1 ] 

brev'et, n., & v.t. Document conferring a 
privilege from sovereign or government, 
esp. rank without corresponding pay in 
army (~ rank, — major); honorary, 
nominal, position; (vb) confer ~ rank 
on. [ME f. OF, dim. of bref brief 1 ] 

brevi-, comb, form in scientific terms of 
L brevis short, as brevirostrate short- 
-beaked. 

brev'iary, n. (R.-C. Ch.) book containing 
the Divine Office for each day, to bo 
recited by those in orders, [f. L brevi- 
arium summary (brevis short, -ary1)] 

brevier', n. Printing-type size between 
bourgeois & minion, [f. Du. or G brevier 
f. L breviarium (prec.)] 

brev'ity, n. Shortness of expression, con¬ 
ciseness; short span (of life), [f. AF 

bridal 
brcvele f. L brevilatem (brevis short, 
-TY)] 

brew1 (-oo), v.t. & i. Make (beer etc.) by 
infusion, boiling, & fermentation (dwt/c as 
you have —ed, take consequences); make 
(tea, punch) by infusion or mixture; 
undergo these processes; concoct, bring 
about, set in train, grow to ripeness, 
fester, gather force, (usu. of evil results; 
mischief is —ing, — rebellion); —house, 
— brewery (but now less used). Hence 
~'er1, ~'ery (3), (-oo-), nn. [OE breowan, 
OS breuwan, OHG briuwan, ON brugga f. 
Gmc *breuwan] 

brew2 (-oo), n. Process of brewing; 
amount browed at once; quality of stuff 
brewed (a good strong —). [f. prec. ] 

brew'age (-do-), n. Concocted drink; pro¬ 
cess or result of concoction (lit. & fig.). 
[-AGE] 

brew'is (-bo-), n. Broth (arch. & dial.). 
[MF browes f. OF brouez nom. of brouet 
dim. of bro, breu f. WG * broth-; see 
BROSE, BROTH] 

II Brew'ster Se'ssions (-bo-; -shns), n. 
Sessions for issue of licences to trade in 
alcoholic liquors, [f. obs. brewsler (orig. 
female) brewer, see -STER] 

bri'ar. See brier. 

Briar'eus, n. Many-handed person. [Gk 
mj-thol.] 

bribe1, n. Money etc. offered to procure 
(often illegal or dishonest) action in 
favour of the giver, [f. foil. ] 

brib|e2, v.t. Pervert by gifts or other 
inducements the action or judgement of; 
(abs.) practise bribery. Hence ~'er1, 
~ee', ~aBiL'iTY, ~'ery(4), nn., ~'able a. 
[ME, f. OF briber, brimber beg etc., of 
unkn. orig. ] 

bric-a-brac, n. Curiosities, old furni¬ 
ture, china, fans, etc. [F, perh. = de brie 
et de broc by hook or by crook ] 

brickl, n. & a. 1. Clay kneaded, moulded, 
& baked by fire or sun; block (usu. 
rectangular & about 9 in. X 4| X 2|) of 
this (like a hundred of —s colloq., with 
crushing weight or force); —shaped loaf, 
block of tea, etc.; child’s toy building- 
-block; (si.) generous or loyal person; drop 
a — (si.), commit an indiscretion; —'-bat, 
piece of ~, esp. as missile [bat2] ; —dust, 
powdered ~, colour like it; field, -kiln, 
in which ~s are made, baked; —’’layer, 
workman building in ~; —'work, building 
in~; hence (rare) ~'en 5 a. 2. adj. Built of 

[15th c., f. MLG, MDu. bricke, brik(e), 
of unkn. orig., whence also F brique] 

brick2, v.t. ~ up, block (window etc.) 
with brickwork (& used with other adw.). 
[f. prec.] 

brick'y, a. Littered with, coloured or 
looking like, bricks. [-Y2] 

bric'ole (-Ikl), n. Stroke off wall or 
cushion in tennis & billiards. [16th c., F, 
of unkn. orig. ] 

brid'al, n. & a. 1. Wedding-feast, wed¬ 
ding. 2. adj. Of bride or wedding (— 
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' cheer, veil); hence~LY2 adv. [=bride ale Brie (bre), n: A soft cheese. [~, in 
or festivity; OE bryd-calo; the prevailing 
adj. use results f. confusion with -al] 

bride1, n. Woman on her wedding-day & 
for some days or weeks before & after it; 
'—’cake, rich cake eaten at wedding, sent 
round to friends etc. [OE bryd, OS brud, 
OHO brut, ON brtithr, Goth, bruths f. 
Gmc *brudhiz) 

bride2, n. Delicate network connecting 
the patterns in lace; bonnet-string. [F, 
= BRIDLE1, f. Teut.] 

bride'groom (-dg-), n. Man at or soon 
before or after his marriage. [OE bryd- 
guma, f. bride1 + guma man, = OS brudi-, 
OHG brutigomo, ON briithgumi; later 
assim. to groom] 

brldes'maid (-dz-), n. Unmarried woman 
(usu. one of several) attending bride at 
wedding. [16th c. bridemaid, cf. bride¬ 
groom] 

brides'man (-dz-), n. Bridegroom’s 
attendant, best man. [earlier brideman, 
cf. prec.] 

II bride'well (-dw-), n. House of correc¬ 
tion, gaol. [St Bride’s Well, near the 
London 

bridge1, n. (northern form, in writers for 
local colour, brig). Structure carrying 
road or path across stream, ravine, road, 
etc. (~ of boats, over boats moored 
abreast; ~ of gold, golden ~, easy retreat 
provided for beaten enemy); (Naut.) 
raised platform from which ship is 
conned; upper bony part of nose; mov¬ 
able piece over which strings of violin 
etc. are stretched; (Billiards) support for 
cue formed with left hand; —-head, post 
held on far side of river giving one access 
to enemy’s position; —-train, Mil. 
Engineers with material for building 
floating ~s. Hence ~'less (-jl-) a. [OE 
brycg, OS bruggia, OHG brucca, ON 
bryggja f. Gmc *brugjo ] 

bridge2, v.t. Span as, with, or as with, a 
bridge. [OE brycgian see prec.] 

bridge3, n. Card-game of Russian origin 
resembling whist, in which a player looks 
on while his exposed hand is played by 
his partner; auction ~; contract1 ~. 

[orig. unkn.) 
bri'dle1, n. Head-gear of harness, 
including head-stall, bit, & rein (give 
horse the —, lay — on his neck, abandon 
control; horse going well up to —, willing 
goer); restraint, curb; (Naut.) mooring- 
-cable; (Physiol.) ligament checking 
motion of a part; —bridge, -path, road, 
etc., fit for riders but not for vehicles. 
[OE brulel, OHG brittel, f. Gmc *bregdan 
see braid2 + -le(1)] 

bri'dle2, v.t. & i. Put bridle on (horse 
etc.); curb, hold in, bring under control; 
express offence, vanity, etc., by throwing 
up head & drawing in chin (often ~ up). 
[OE\_bridlian see prec. ] 

bridoon', n. Snaffle & rein of military 
bridle, [f. F bridon (bride2, -oon)] 

northern France ] 
brief1, n. Pope’s letter on matter of 
discipline to person or community (less 
formal than bull); II (Law) summary of 
facts & law-points of a case drawn up for 
counsel (hold — for, be retained as counsel 
for, argue in favour of); size of writing- 
-paper, typewriter, etc.; instructions given 
to air crews etc.; watching—, of barrister 
who watches case for client indirectly 
concerned; II —case, small leather hand¬ 
bag ; II a —, piece of employment for 
barrister, whence~'less a. [ME & OF bref 
f. L breve dispatch, note, neut. of brevis 
short] 

brief2, v.t. (Law) reduce (facts etc.) to a 
brief; instruct (barrister) by brief, em¬ 
ploy ; instruct (air crews etc.) with regard 
to raid etc. (—ing-room, where such in¬ 
structions are given); instruct thoroughly 
in advance, [f. prec.] 

brief3, a. & n. Of short duration; concise; 
be —, speak shortly; in —, in short; 
(pi., colloq.) shorts, women’s panties. 
Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. [ME & OF 
bref f. L brevis short] 

bri'er1, bri'ar, n. (also brere arch.). 
Prickly bush, esp. of wild rose; sweet —, 
wild rose with fragrant leaves Sc flowers; 
—rose, dog-rose. Hence ~y2 a. [OE 
brier, brer, of unkn. orig.; cf. frere, 
FRIAR] 

bri'er2, bri'ar, n. The white heath, of 
which the root is used for tobacco pipes; 
pipe made from this root. [orig. (c. 1859) 
bruyer f. F bruyire heath ] 

brig1, n. Two-masted square-rigged 
vessel, but with additional lower fore-&- 
-aft sail on gaff & boom to mainmast, 
[abbr. of brigantine] 

brig2. Northern form of bridge1. 
brigade'1, n. 1. Subdivision of army, 
varying in different countries & times; 
infantry unit consisting usu. of 3 batta¬ 
lions (with freq. a regiment of field 
artillery) & forming part of a division; 
corresponding armoured unit; || the B— 
(of Guards). 2. Organized or uniformed 
band of workers (Boys’, Church, etc., B-, 
organizations on military model for 
disciplining & occupying boys etc.). [F, 
f. It. brigata company (brigare brawl, 
briga strife); see -ade] 

brigade'2, v.t. Form into brigade or 
brigades; join (regiment etc.) with others 
into a brigade, [f. prec. ] 

brigadier', n. (Formerly Brigadier- 
-General) officer commanding a brigade; 
(titular rank granted to) staff officer of 
similar standing. [F, see -ier] 

brig'and, n. Bandit, robber. Hence or 
cogn. ~age(3), ~ism(2), nn., ~ish1 a. 
[ME f. OF, f. It. brigante (brigare see 
BRIGADE1)] 

brig'antine (-en), n. Two-masted vessel 
with square-sailed fore-mast & fore-&- 
-aft mainmast. [16th c. -din(e) f. F 
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brigandin (now -tin) f. It. brigantino f. 
brigante see prec. ] 

bright1 (-it), a. Emitting or reflecting 
much light, shining; lit up with joy, 
hope, etc.; vivid (~ red etc.); illustrious; 
vivacious, quick-witted, (often iron.; 
~ young things). Hence ~'en6 v.t. & i., 
~'ish1 (2) a., ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n., (-it-). 
[OE beorht, OS, OKG beraht, ON bjarlr, 
Goth, bairhts f. Gmc *berhtaz] 

bright2 (-it), adv. = hrightly (shine ~, — 
-beaming, etc.). [OE beorlite (prec.)] 

Bright’s disease' (-its; -zez), n. Granular 
degeneration of the kidneys. [Dr R. 
Bright (d. 1858)] 

brill, n. Flat-fish resembling turbot, 
[orig. unkn.] 

brill'i|antl (-lyct-), a. Bright, sparkling; 
illustrious, striking; talented, showy. 
Hence ~ance, ~ancy, nn., ~antLY2 adv., 
(-lyo-). [f. F brillanl part, of brillcr shine, 
f. It. brillare, of unkn. orig.] 

brill'iant2 (-lya-), n. Diamond of finest 
cut & brilliance (~ shape has two hori¬ 
zontal tables, joined by facets); a size 
of type. [f. F as prec. used as n. ] 

brill'iantine (-yanten), n. Cosmetic for 
hair. [f. F brillantine see brilliant1 
-f-INE4] 

brim1, n. Edge or lip of cup, bowl, or 
hollow; projecting edge of hat; 
to the ~. Hence ~'less, ~mEDs (-md), 
aa. [ME brimme of unkn. orig.; of. ON 
barmr brim, MHG brern (G brdrne) 
border] 

brim2, v.t. & i. (-mm-). Fill, be full, to the 
brim (lit. & fig.); ~ over, overflow, [f. 
prec. ] 

brimm'er, n. Full cup. [brim2+-ER1] 

brim'stone, n. (Old name for) sulphur 
(||~ & treacle, nursery medicine); fuel 
of hell-fire; ~ butterfly, moth, sulphur- 
-coloured species. Hence brim'stonY2 a. 
[ME brin-, bren-, etc. (burn2 + stone)] 

brin'dled (-did), brin'dle, a. Brownish 
or tawny with streaks of other colour. 
[brindled (whence back form, brindle) alt. 
of brinded (also branded) f. (15th c.) 
branded f. brend, perh. of Sc. orig. ] 

brine1, n. Salt water; the sea; tears 
(poet.); ~-pan, iron vessel or shallow pit 
for getting salt by evaporation. Hence 
brin'Y2 a. (the briny, si., the sea). [OE 
bryne of unkn. orig.; cf. MDu. brine, Du. 
brijn] 

brine2, v.t. Steep or pickle in, or wet 
with, brine, [f. prec.] 

bring, v.t. & i. (brought, pr. -awt). 1. 
Cause to come, come with or conveying 
whether by carrying, leading, impelling, 
or attracting, (take expresses the corre¬ 
sponding notions with go for come); cause, 
result in; prefer (charge), adduce (argu¬ 
ment); ~ home to, convict or convince 
of; ~ into play, cause to operate; ~ into 
the world, give birth to; cause to become 
(~ low); ~ to bear, apply (influence etc.); 
~ to book, exact account from (offender); 

) Bristol 
~ to mind, recall; ~ to pass, cause to 
happen; persuade (cannot ~ myself to 
believe). 2. ~ about, cause to happen, 
reverse (ship); ~ back, call to mind; ~ 
down, kill or wound, cause penalty to 
alight on, abase, lower (price), continue 
(record) to a point, (Theatr.) ~ down the 
house, elicit tumultuous applause; ~ 
forth, give birth to, cause; ~ forward, 
carry sum of page’s figures to next page; 
~ in, introduce (custom), produce as pro¬ 
fit, adduce, pronounce (guilty, not guilty); 
~ off, rescue from wreck etc., conduct 
(enterprise) to success; ~ on, lead to, 
cause discussion of; ~ out, express, 
exhibit clearly, introduce (girl) to society, 
publish; ~ over, convert; ~ round, 
restore to consciousness, win over (to 
other person’s opinion); ~ through, save 
(sick person); ~ to, check motion of, 
come to a stop, restoro to consciousness; 
~ under, subdue; ~ up, educate, rear, 
sue in court, anchor (ship), come to a 
stop, call attention to, cause (person) to 
rise & speak, continue (accounts etc.) 
to a further point; ~ up the rear, come 
last. [OE, OS, OHG bringan, Goth. 
briggan f. Gmc *brengan] 

brink, n. Edge of steep place or abyss (on 
~ of grave, soon to die); border of water, 
esp. when steep (shiver on the ~, hesitate 
to plunge, usu. fig.); verge (of discovery, 
ruin, eternity, etc.); ~'manship, art of 
advancing to the very ~ of war but not 
engaging in it. [ME also brenk, f. Scand., 
cf. Olcel. brekka slope (Sw., Da. brink), 
MLG brink edge of field, MDu. brine] 

bri’o (-66), n. Vivacity. [It.] 
briquette' (-kSt), bri'quet (-ket), n. 
Block of compressed coal-dust. [F (-ette), 
dim. of brique brick ] 

brisk1, a. Active, lively, (usu. of move¬ 
ment; ~ pace, trade, wind, etc.); enliven¬ 
ing, keen, (champagne, air, etc.). Hence 
~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. [16th c., f. F 
BRUSQUE] 

brisk2, v.t. & i. Make or become brisk 
(usu. with up), [f. prcc. ] 

brisk'et, n. Breast of animals (esp. as 
joint of meat). [15th c. brusket(te) f. OF 
bruschet etc. (mod. brdchet)] 

bri'stle1 (-Isl), n. One of stiff hairs on 
hog’s back & sides; short stiff hair of other 
animals, man’s short-cropped beard, or 
plants; set up one’s, another’s, ~s, show 
or rouse temper. Hence bri'stlY2 (-Isli), 
bri'stlED2 (-isld), aa. [ME brustel f. OE 
byrst (= OHG, ON burst)+-LE (1)] 

bri'stle2 (-Isl), v.i. & t. (Cause to) stand up¬ 
right (hair etc.), raise or rise like bristles 
or into roughness, (often with up); show 
temper, prepare for fight; be thickly set 
ivith hair, difficulties, etc. [f. prec. ] 

bris'(t)ling, n. A small sardine-like fish. 
[Norw. brisling sprat] 

Bris'tol, n. (attrib.). ~ board, kind of 
cardboard for drawing on; (shipshape &) 
~ fashion (Naut., & transf.), with all in 
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good order: ~ cream, milk, P, kinds of 
sberry. 

Brit'ain (-itn), n. (Also Great ~) England, 
Wales, & Scotland; North ~, Scotland; 
Greater ~ (descriptive, not official), Gt ~ 
& the colonies. [ME Bretayne f. OF Brc- 
taigne f. L Brittania] 

Britann'ia (-ya), n. Personification of 
Britain; ~ metal, alloy of tin & regulus 
of antimony resembling silver. [L, 
anciently Britlan(n)ia = Gk Brettania f. 
Breltanoi Britons; see BRITISH] 

Britann'ic, a. Of Britain (chiefly in phr. 
Her or His ~ Majesty), [f. L Britannicus 
or F britannigue (prec., -ic) ] 

Brit'icism, n. = Britishism. [U.S. wd, 
f. Brit(ish) + -ism(4), after Gallicism] 

Brit'ish, a. Of the ancient Britons & their 
language; of Great Britain or its in¬ 
habitants (esp. in political or imperial 
connexion, & in botany etc.); the ~, ~ 
soldiers, people, etc.; ~ Academy, char¬ 
tered body of 200 for promotion of 
historical, philosophical, & philological 
studies; ~ Association (for advancement 
of science); ~ commonwealth (of Nations); 
~ Expeditionary Force (abbr. B.E.F.), 
any of the armies sent abroad in wartime, 
esp. Sir J. French’s original force in 
France in 1914; ~ Museum, national 
museum of antiquities, books, natural 
history, etc., in London; ~ warm, kind 
of short military overcoat. [OE Bretlisc, 
Brytlisc. f. Bret, Bryt (f. OCelt. "Brett-, 
* Britt-) + -ISH1] 

Brlt'isher, n. (U.S. etc. term for) British 
subject of British descent, [-er1; cf. 
foreigner] 

Brit'ishism, n. Idiom used in Gt Britain 
& not in U.S. etc. [-ISM (4)] 

Brit'on, n. One of the race found by 
Romans in England; native of Great 
Britain or the British Empire (poet., 
melodramatic, etc.). [ME & OF breton f. 
L Brittdnem nom. Brilto, f. OCelt. name, 
see British] 

brit'tle, a. Apt to break, fragile. Hence 
~ness (-In-) n. [ME britul f. brut- stem of 
OE breotan break] 

brit'zka, -tzska, (-itskw), n. Open car¬ 
riage with calash top & space for reclining. 
[f. Pol. bryezka dim. of bryka wagon] 

brize (-ez). = breeze1. 

broach1, n. Roasting-spit; church spire 
rising from tower without parapet; 
boring-bit. [ME & OF broche f. Rom. 
"brocca spike f. L brocc(h)us in brocci 
denies projecting teeth; see brooch] 

broach2, v.t. Pierce (cask) to draw liquor, 
begin drawing (liquor); open & start 
using (bale, box, cargo, etc.); begin 
discussion of, moot, (subject), [f. prec.] 

broach3, v.t. & i. (Usu. ~ to) veer or 
cause (ship) to veer & present side to 
wind & waves, [c. 1700; orig. unkn. ] 

broad (-awd), a., n., & adv. 1. Large 
across, wide, not narrow; = in breadth 
(G ft ~); extensive (~ acres)-, full, clear. 

brocket 

main, explicit, (~ daylight, facts, distinc¬ 
tion, hint); coarse (~ story); downright in 
sound, not mincing, (~ Yorkshire, Scotch); 
generalized (~ rule); tolerant (B~ Church, 
churchmen favouring comprehension & 
not pressing doctrines); bold in effect or 
style; as ~ as it is long, indifferent; || ~ 
arrow ; ~ bean (the common flat variety); 
II~'clolh, fine plain-wove double-width 
dressed black cloth [phr. in Act of Pari. 
1482 kept as name for quality rather than 
width]; ~ gauge; ~’mind'ed(ness), (the 
condition of) being tolerant in thought or 
opinion; ~'sheet, large sheet of paper 
printed on one side only; ~'side, ship’s 
side above water between bow & quarter 
(~side on, to, with this presented), (dis¬ 
charge of) all guns on one side of ship, 
also = <~sheet; ~-siZ&, -weaver, (of) silk 
in piece not in ribbons; ~'sword, ~- 
-bladed cutting-sword. 2. n. The ~ part 
(~ of the back); || (E. Anglia) large piece 
of water formed by widening of river; 
(si.) woman, prostitute. 3. adv. = ~ly 
(speak ~, ~ awake); ~-blown, in full 
bloom. Hence ~'en6 v.t. & i., ~'ly2, 

~'ways, ~'wise, adw. [OE brad, OS 
bred, OHG breit, ON breithr, Goth. 
brailhs f. Gmc ,braidhaz] 

broad'east (-awdkah-), a., adv., v.t. & i. 
(past -casled, p.p. -cast), & n. (Of seed) 
scattered freely, not in drills or rows, 
(adv.) in this manner, (v.i. & t.) sow thus, 
(all also fig. of information, propaganda, 
etc.); (Radio, v.t.) disseminate (news, 
music, any audible matter) by wireless 
telephony, (v.i.) speak, sing, play, etc., for 
such transmission, (n., esp. attrib.) the 
practice etc. of ~ing (today’s ~ pro¬ 
gramme). [f. prec. + cast p.p.] 

Broad'moor (braw-), n. Asylum in Berk¬ 
shire for criminal lunatics, 

broad'ness (-aw-), n. (Superseded by 
breadth, exc. in sense) indelicacy (of 
speech), [-ness] 

Brob'dingnag, n. Land of giants. Hence 
' 'Ian (-ag1) a. [Swift, Gulliver’s Travels] 

brocade'1, n. Fabric woven with raised 
patterns; Indian cloth of gold & silver, 
[f. Sp. & Port, brocado f. It. broccalo] 

brocade'2, v.t. Work with raised pattern, 
[f. prec.] 

broc'(c)oH, n. Cultivated cabbage with 
edible flower head, hardy variety of 
cauliflower. [It., pi. of broccolo cabbagc- 
-top dim. of brocco see broach1] 

II broch (-by), n. Prehistoric circular stone 
tower in the north of Scotland, [f. ON 
borg castle] 

bro'che (-sha), a. & n. (Of fabrics, esp. 
silk) embossed, woven with a pattern on 
the surface; (n.) such fabric. [F, p.p. of 
brocher stitch] 

brochure' (-shoor), n. Stitched booklet, 
pamphlet. [F] 

brock, n. Badger; stinking fellow. [OE 
broc f. Celt. ] 

brock'et, n. Second-year stag with 
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straight horns. [ME, f. AF *broquet f. 
broque (= OF broclie broach1) + -el -ET1; 
cf. F brocard] 

broderie Anglaise (brod'ri ahhglaz'), n. 
Open embroidery on white linen or 
cambric. [F, = English embroidery] 

brogue1 (-og), n. Rude Irish & Scotch- 
-Highland shoe of untanned leather; 
fishing-~s, waterproof leggings with feet; 
nailed & goloshed shoe for golf etc. [f. 
Gael. & Ir. brog f. OIr. brace shoe] 

brogue- (-og), n. Dialectal, esp. Irish, 
accent, [orig. unkn.; peril, allusively f. 
prec. ] 

broid'er, v.t., broid'ery, n. (Poet. & 
arch, for) embroider(y). 

broil1, n. Quarrel, tumult, [f. obs. vb 
broil mix, quarrel (of. embroil) f. OF 
brouiller] 

broil2, v.t. & i. Cook (meat) or be cooked 
on fire or gridiron; make, be, very hot 
(of person in sun etc.). Hence ~'er1 n., 
young chicken reared for ~ing. [ME 
brute f. OF bruler; ME bruyle, broyle 
corresp. formally to OF bruillir which, 
however, is intr. ] 

broil3, n. Broiled meat. [f. prec.] 
broke *, n. Short-stapled wool on certain 
parts of fleece. [OE broc f. brecan break] 

broke2, p.p. of break, still often used in 
some spec, senses, as = ruined (esp., si., 
stony-~), & dismissed the service. 

brSk'en, a. In vbl senses of break 1; also 
or esp., ~ meat etc., remains; ~ lea, 
siftings; ~ water, choppy; ~ ground, 
uneven; ~ sleep, intermittent; ~ weather, 
uncertain; ~ English, imperfect; ~- 
-hearted, crushed by grief; ~ man, reduced 
to despair; ~ reed ; ~ time, (esp. working) 
time which has been reduced by inter¬ 
ruptions ; ~-winded, (of horse) incapa¬ 
citated for hard work by ruptured air- 
-cells. [p.p. of BREAK] 

brok'enly, adv. Spasmodically, by jerks, 
with breaks, [prec. + -ly2] 

brSli'er, n. || Dealer in second-hand 
furniture etc.; middleman in bargains; 
agent, commissioner; II person licensed to 
sell or appraise distrained goods. Hence 
~aqe(4) n. [ME & AF brocour = OF 
brocheor broacher, retailer of wine 
(broach1)] 

brok'ing, n. Broker's trade, acting as 
broker, [f. obs. vb broke cf. prec.] 

II broll'y, n. (si.). Umbrella, [abbr.] 
brom'al, n. Compound produced by 
action of bromine on alcohol, [brom(ine) 
+al- of ALCOHOL] 

brom'le, a. Containing bromine in chem. 
combination. Hence brom'ATE l(3) n. 
[BROMINE, -IC] 

brdm'ide, n. Compound (see -ide) of 
bromine, used in various preparations as 
sedative; a commonplace bore, trite 
remark, conventionalism, (orig. U.S. 
si.); ~ paver, photographic printing & 
enlarging paper coated with silver ~ 
emulsion, [foil. +-IDE] 

brom'ine, n. Non-metallic element, a 

poisonous dark liquid with rank smell. 
Hence brom'izE (5) v.t., brom'iSM (5) u. 
[f. F brome f. Gk bromos stink + -INE5] 

brorno-, broin-, comb, forms of bromine 
as in bromobenzoic, bromacctic. [-0-] 

brifn'chi, brdn'chia, (-ngk-), nn. pi. 
(From -i, with sing, -us) two main divi¬ 
sions of wind-pipe; (-ia) ramifications 
of these in lungs. Hence brUn1 cliTal 
a., bron'chio-, bron'eho- (-ngk-) comb, 
forms, bron'eho- pneumonia, broncho- 

T'OMIST, -OT'OMY, nn. [LL, f. Gk 
brogkhia] 

bronchiit'is (-ngk-), n. Inflammation of 
bronchial mucous membrane. Hence 
—it'ic a. [prec.+-itis] 

bron'eo (-ngk-), n. (pi. -os). Wild or half- 
-tamed horse of California etc.; —buster 
(si.), breaker in of ~s. [Sp., = rough] 

BrSntosaur'us, n. Genus of huge pre¬ 
historic dinosaurian reptiles of the 
Jurassic & Cretaceous periods, [f. Gk 
bronte thunder-i-sauros lizard] 

bronze1, n. & a. 1. Brown alloy chiefly 
of copper & tin (about 8:1; the ~ age, 
in which weapons and tools were made 
of ~); work of art made of this; colour 
of ~; hence bronz'y2 a. 2. adj. Made of, 
coloured like, ~. [F, f. It. bronzo, = med. 
L brundium; orig. unkn.] 

bronze2, v.t. & i. Give bronze-like surface 
to; make or become brown, tan. [f. 
prec. ] 

brooch (-6-), n. Ornamental jewelled, 
etc., safety-pin for fastening some part of 
female dress, esp. the neck. [ME broclie 
= BROACH1] 

brood *, n. Hatch of young birds or other 
egg-produced animals; (usu. derog.) 
human family, children; swarm, crew, of 
men, animals, or things; ~-, for breeding 
(~-mare, -hen). [OE brod, cogn. w. Du. 
broed, OHG bruot f. Gmc *brd- warm, 
heat ] 

brood2, v.i. Sit as hen on eggs; hang close 
over or on (of night etc.); meditate on or 
over (esp. insults, ill designs, etc.); medi¬ 
tate (often sullenly), [f. prec.] 

brobd'ly, a. Wishing to sit or incubate (of 
hen). Hence ~iness n. (brood1 +-y2] 

brook1, n. Small stream; ~'lime, kind 
of speedwell common in ditches [OE 
hleomoc name of the plant]. Hence 
—'let n. [OE broc, MLG brok, OHG 
bruoh marsh, WG of unkn. orig. ] 

brook2, v.t. Put up with, tolerate, (in 
neg. context). [OE brucan, OHG 
bruhhan, Goth, brukjan f. Gmc *bruk- 
us_e] 

broom, n., & v.t. Yellow-flowered shrub 
growing on sandy banks etc.; genus to 
which it belongs; siveeping-implement 
usu. on long handle (vb, sweep with 
this); new ~, newly appointed official 
eager to sweep away abuses; ~'rape, 
kinds of parasitic herbs on roots of broom 
etc.; stick, handle of ~ (ridden on 
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through the air hy witches, & jumped 
over by parties to sham marriage). [OE 
brom, OS -brdmio, OHG brdmo f. WG 
*brdm- cf. bramble ] 

II brose (-z), n. Dish of oatmeal with 
boiling water or milk poured on it; 
Athole ~, mixture of whisky & honey. 
[Sc. form of brewis] 

broth (-5-, -aw-), n. Water in which 
something, esp. meat, has been boiled, 
thin soup; (Irish) ~ of a boy, good fellow. 
[OE, broth, ON broth, OHG brod f. Gmc 
*brotham f. *bru- BREW + -TH1] 

broth'el, n. House of ill fame, bawdy- 
-house. [ME brothel worthless man, 
prostitute, f. OE breothan go to ruin; 
hence 16th c. brothel(-house), confused w. 
& replacing ME bordel (OF f. bord board)] 

broth'er (-udh-), n. (pi. ~s & in some 
senses breth'ren pr. -Sdhrin, see below). 
Son of same parents or (strictly MZ/-~) 
parent as another person (the latter usu. 
specified by my etc. or a possessive case; 
pi. abbr. Bros, in title of firm, as Smith 
Bros&Co.)\ (Bibl.) kinsman; close friend; 
fellow citizen, countryman, or man, 
equal, (aman<&a~, esp. of Negro slaves); 
fellow member of religious society (pi. 
brethren); fellow member of guild, 
order, profession, etc. (pi. brethren); 
official of certain companies etc. (Elder 

Brethren, member(s) of Trinity House 
Corporation); companion, associate, (pi. 
~s) often with specification as ~ in arms, 
of the angle; member of religious order (as 
title; either pi.); —• german, on both sides, 
~ uterine, of same mother only; ~-in-law, 
~ of one’s husband or wife, husband of 
one’s sister. Hence ~less a., ~like a. & 
adv., ~LY1,a a. & adv., ~liNESS n. [OE 
brother, OS -ar, OHG bruodar, ON brothir, 
Goth, brothar f. Gmc *brothar cogn. w. L 
frater] 

broth'erhdbd (-udh-), n. Fraternal tie; 
companionship; (members of) association 
for mutual help etc.; community of feel¬ 
ing. [ME brotherhede alt. f. ME brother- 
rede (f. OE brothor-rxden; cf. (kind)red) 
after wds in -head] 

brougham (-oom, -do'am), n. One-horse 
(or electric) closed carriage. [Lord D~ 
(d. 1868)] 

brought. See bring. 

brou'haha (-rob-), n. Commotion, to-do, 
sensation; hubbub, uproar. [F] 

brow1, n. Arch of hair over eye (usu. in 
pi. & usu. eye~s; knit, bend, one’s ~s, 
frown); forehead (~-ague, megrim); edge, 
projection, of cliff etc., top of hill in road. 
Hence —ed2 (-wd) a. [OE bru f. Gmc 
*brus, cf. ON brun eyebrow; not related 
to brae] 

brow2, n. (naut.). Gangway, inclined 
plane of planks, [app. f. Da., Sw. bru 
bridge] 

brow'beat, v.t. Bully, bear down, with 
looks & words, [brow1] 

brown1, a. Of the colour given by mixing 

brumby 

orange & black or by toasting bread; 
as distinctive epithet of species etc. (~ 
bear, willow; ~ coal, lignite; ~ bread, of 
unbolted flour; ~ paper, coarse un¬ 
bleached kind used for parcels etc.; ~ 
shirt, a Nazi; ~ sugar, half refined; ~ 
ware, common sort of pottery); dark- 
-skinned, tanned; || (si.) do ~, take in, 
cheat; ~ study, reverie. Hence ~'ish1 
(2) a., ~'ness (-nn-) n., ~y- comb. form. 
[OE brun, OS, OHG brun, ON brdnn f. 
Gmc *brunaz] 

brown2, n. Brown colour; brown pig¬ 
ment; (ellipt. for) brown butterfly, fish- 
ing-fiy, clothes; || (si.) copper coin; || Zhe~, 
brown mass of flying game-birds; II fire 
into the ~, let fly into a covey without 
singling out a bird (also transf., fire, 
launch missile, indiscriminately into a 
mass), [f. prec.] 

brown3, v.t. & i. Make or become brown 
by roasting, sunburn, or (gun-barrel etc.) 
chemical process; ||~ecZ off (si.), bored, 
fed up. [f. BROWN1] 

brown'ie, n. Benevolent shaggy goblin 
haunting house & doing household work 
secretly; junior member (ages 8-11) of 
girl guides, [brown 1 + -y 3 ] 

Brown'ing, n. Kind of automatic rifle. 
[J. M. ~, Amer. inventor (d. 1926)] 

♦brown'stone, n. Kind of reddish-brown 
sandstone used for building (esp. in front 
elevation); ~ district, quarter occupied by 
the well-to-do. [brown1] 

browse1 (-z), n. Twigs, young shoots, 
etc., as fodder for cattle; act of browsing. 
[16th c., f. F broust Sc foil. ] 

browse2 (-z), v.i. & t. Feed on, crop, 
(leaves, twigs, scanty vegetation); (abs.) 
feed thus, (fig.) read for enjoyment. [16th 
c., f. F brouster (mod. brouter) f. broust 
(mod. brout) young shoot f. Frank. *brust; 
cf. OS brustian sprout] 

Bru'in (-do-), n. (Personifying name for) 
bear. [MDu., =brown 1, name in Reynard 
the Fox ] 

bruise1 (-ooz), n. Injury by blow to body 
(also to fruit etc.) discolouring skin. [f. 
foil.] 

bruise2 (-ooz), v.t. & i. Injure by blow 
that discolours skin without breaking it 
or any bone, contuse, (human or animal 
body, also fruit, plant, etc.); dint, batter, 
(wood, metal); (fig.) disable; pound, 
bray, grind small; (Hunting) ride reck¬ 
lessly; (with easily etc.) show effects of 
blow. [ME brise, brose f. OE brysan 
crush; reinforced by AF bruser, OF 
bruisier (mod. briser) break] 

bruis'er (-ooz-), n. In vbl senses; esp., 
prizefighter, [-er1] 

bruit1 (-dot), n. (arch.). Report, rumour. 
[F, = noise {bruire roar)] 

bruit2 (-dot), v.t. (arch. & U.S.). Spread 
(report) abroad, about, make famous, 
celebrate, [f. prec.] 

brumb'y, n. (Austral, colloq.). Unbroken 
horse, [orig. unkn.] 
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brume (-00-), n. (poet.). Mist, fog. [F, 
f. L bruma shortest day, winter] 

Brumm'agem, n. & a. (Dial. & derog. 
form of) Birmingham; (article) made at 
~, counterfeit, cheap & showy, [allusion 
to counterfeit groats made there in 17th 
c., & to its plated goods] 

brum'ous (-00-), a. Wintry, foggy, [f. F 
brumeux f. LL brumosus rainy (bruma 
BRUME, Sec -OUS)] 

brunch, n. (si.). Single meal in lieu of 
breakfast & lunch, [portmanteau wd] 

brunette' (-00-), n. & a. Dark-skinned & 
black- or brown-haired (woman). [F, 
fern, of brunet dim. of brun brown1 see 
-ette] 

Bruns'wick (-z-), a. From~ in Germany; 
esp., ~ line, of Eng. sovereigns from 
George I; ~ black, a varnish, [f. LG 
Brunswilc = G Braunschweig] 

brunt, n. Chief stress (usu. of the attack 
etc., & in phr. bear the ~ of). [ME, orig. 
unkn.] 

brush1, n. 1. (Arch. & U.S., Austral., 
etc.) brushwood or underwood, thicket, 
small trees & shrubs growing or (in U.S.) 
cut in faggots. 2. Implement of bristles, 
hair, wire, etc., set in wood etc. for scrub¬ 
bing or sweeping; bunch of hairs etc. in 
straight handle, quill, etc., for painting 
etc.; the ~, art of painting; ~, painter’s 
style, painter (from the same ~). 3. Tail, 
esp. of fox; —like tuft. 4. (electr.). —liko 
discharge of sparks, piece of carbon or 
metal ending in wires or strips securing 
good metallic connexion, (also) movable 
strip of conductible material for making 
& breaking connexion. 5. (optics). Bright 
or dark figure with vague edge. 6. 
Application of ~, brushing, esp. ~ up [f. 
foil.]; short smart encounter, skirmish, 
graze, abrasion, [f. foil.]. 7. ~7ire (small 
frontier) war-, ~-pencil, artist’s colour-~; 
~'wood, undergrowth, thicket; ~-work, 
painter’s (style of) manipulation. Hence 
~'y2 a. [(sense ~inood) ME brusche f. OF 
brosse, broce, (other senses) ME brusshe 
f. OF brosse, broisse; of uncert. orig.; 
broce & broisse have been identified, & 
related to Gmc *borsl-, *burst- bristle ] 

brush2, v.t. & i. Move briskly, esp. by, 
through, against; sweep or scrub clean, put 
in order, with brush; ~ up, furbish, (fig.) 
renew one’s memory of; ~ over, paint 
lightly; graze or touch in passing; remove 
(dust etc.) with brush;~ aside, awaylfig.), 
ignore, pass over; injure by grazing. 
[f. prec.] 

brusque (-dbsk, -usk), a. Blunt, offhand, 
(of or in manner, speech). Hence ~'ly - 
(-kl-) adv., ~'ness (-kn-), ~rie (-dbskere') 
[-ery], nn. [F, f. It. brusco sour] 

Bruss'els (-z), a. Made or grown at, or 
adopted from, ~, as ~ carpet, lace, sprouts 
(edible buds of kind of cabbage). 

brut, a. (Of wines) unsweetened. [F] 
brut'al (-00-), a. Sensual, rude, coarse, 
savagely cruel. Hence ~ism(2), brutal¬ 

Buchmanism 

ity, nn., ~ly2 adv., (-00-). [f. F brutal or 
LL brutalis (brutus brute, -AL)] 

brut'aliz|e, -is|e) (-Iz), v.t. & i. (-60-). 
Make (rarely grow) brutal. Hence 
~A'Ti0Nn. [prec. +-ize(3)] 

brut|e (-dot), a. & n. (Beast) not gifted 
with reason; stupid, sensual, unspirited, 
beast-like, cruel, or passionate (person; 
& in same adj. senses of acts, motives, 
etc.); unconscious, merely material, (~ 
force, matter); lower animal; lower nature 
in man. Hence ~e'HOOD (-t-h-) n., 
~'ish1(1) a., ~'ishiY2 adv., ~'ishNESS n., 
~'Ify v.t., ~'incA,TiON n., (-do-). [15th c. 
(adj.) f. F brut f. L brutus stupid] 

brut'um fill'min (-00-) n. Empty threat, 
blank cartridge (fig.). [L] 

Brut'us (-fib-), n. Style of wig (19th cent.). 
[F name in honour of Roman hero] 

bryol'ogist, -l'ogy, nn. Person learned 
in, the lore of, mosses. [Gk bruon kind of 
seaweed+-L0GIST, -logy] 

bry'ony, n. Kinds of climbing plants; 
red or white ~, common species; black 
~, bastard ~, plants resembling but not 
belonging to the genus, [f. L f. Gk 
bruonia] 

bub'al.n. A N.-African antelope, [f. L 
f. Gk boubalos ox-like antelope] 

bub'ble1, n. Spherical or hemispherical 
envelope of liquid enclosing air etc.; air- 
-filled cavity in solidified liquid, as glass, 
amber; unsubstantial or visionary pro¬ 
ject, enterprise, etc. (also adj. in this 
sense; prick the ~, unmask futility, pre¬ 
tension, etc.); south Sea B~; sound or 
appearance of boiling; ~-&-squeak, cold 
meat fried with chopped vegetables; 
—car, miniature motor-car with glass¬ 
like dome. Hence bub'blY2 a. (also || n., 
si., champagne), [f. foil.] 

bub'ble2, v.i. & t. Send up, rise in, mako 
the sound of, bubbles (lit., & fig. as~ over, 
or ~, with laughter, wrath); delude 
(arch.). [14th c., unit.; cf. bleb, blubber, 
& obs. burble] 

|| bub'bly-jock, n. (Sc.). Turkey-cock. 
(bubbly (bubble1) +Jock = Jack] 

bub'lo, n. (pi. -oes). Inflamed swelling in 
glandular part, esp. groin or armpit. 
Henco ~on'ic a. (esp. ~onic plague). [L, 
f. Gk boubon groin] 

bubon'ocele (-sel), n. Hernia of groin, 
[prec., -cele] 

buccaneer', n., & v.i. (Be a) sea-rover, 
pirate, esp. of the Spanish-American 
coasts; adventurer. Hence ^isii1 (-ner-) 
a. [f. F boucanier f. boucaner cure meat 
on a boucan (i.e. barbecue) a Braz. wd] 

bue'einator (buks-), n. Flat thin cheek- 
-muscle. [L, f. buccinare blow the trumpet 
f. buccina, -tor)] 

Buceph'alus, n. Riding-horse (joc.). 
[charger of Alexander of Maccdon] 

Buch'man|Ism (book-, buk-), n. Reli¬ 
gious system, occas. called the Oxford 
Group (Movement) Sc (in U.S.) the Moral 
Rearmament Movement, introduced c. 1921 



buck 154 buddy 

by F. Buchman. So ^ite1 a. & n. 
[-ISM] 

buck1, n. Male of fallow-deer, reindeer, 
chamois, antelope, hare, rabbit; dandy 
(also old~, vocative=old fellow), whence 
~'ish1 a., ~'ishLY2 adv.; (attrib., si.) 
male, of or for males, (~ nigger etc.); 
~ -horn, as material for knife handles etc. 
(also as handled); ~-hound, small 
variety of staghound (not now used for 
hunting); ~-shot, coarse shot; ~'skin, 
(leather made of) ~’s skin, (pi.) breeches 
of it; thorn, thorny shrub with cathartic 
berries;—tooth, one that projects. [OE 
hue, OHG bocch (G bock), ON bukkr, f. 
Gmc *bukkaz] 

buck2, v.i. & t. (Of horse) jump vertically 
with back arched & feet drawn together 
(also ~-jump, whence ~'jumpER1 n.); 
~ off, throw (rider) thus. Hence ~'ep. 1 n. 
[f. prec.j 

buck3, v.i. & t. (si.). (With up) make 
haste, become or make vigorous or 
cheerful, (esp. intr. inimperat.). [f. buck1 
in sense dandy ] 

II buck4, n. Basket for trapping eels, 
[orig. unkn. ] 

buck5, n. Body of cart (chiefly in comb, 
as ~-board, ~-cart, in various local 
senses), [peril, f. obs.6ou&belly,f. OE buc] 

buck0, n., & v.i., (orig. Anglo-Ind.). Con¬ 
versation, boastful talk; (v.i.) chat, 
swagger, brag (about); stick (si.), 
braggart, [f. Hind, baknd talk freely] 

•buck7, n. (si.). Article placed as a 
reminder before a player whose turn it 
is to deal at poker; pass the ~ to, shift 
responsibility to (another), make a dupe 
of (person), [orig. unkn.] 

•buck8, n. (si.). Dollar, [orig. unkn.] 
•buck9, n. Frame on which wood is 
cross-cut. [f. Du. zaag-boc] 

buck-bean, n. Water plant with pinkish 
racemes, [transl. (1578) of Flem. bocks 
boonen goats’ beans ] 

buck'et1, n. Wooden or other vessel for 
drawing or carrying water; piston of 
pump; compartment of water-wheel, 
scoop of dredging-machine or grain- 
-elevator; socket for whip, carbine, 
wooden leg, etc.; kick the ~ (si.), die (but 
perh. f. obs. bucket beam, yoke); —shop, 
(orig. U.S.) office for gambling in stocks, 
speculating on markets, etc. [accidental; 
story connected with elevator of office 
first so called]. Hence ~ful(2) (-dbl) 
n. [ME, AF buket, buquet, perh, f. OE 
buc pitcher] 

buck'et2, v.i. & t. Ride hard (horse, or 
abs.); || (Rowing) hurry the forward 
swing, row hurried stroke, [f. prec., cf. 
pump = exhaust] 

Buckingham Pal'ace, n. London 
residence of the Sovereign, [place] 

buc'kle \ n. Metal rim with hinged spiked 
tongue for securing strap, ribbon, etc. 
[ME bode f. OF boucle f. L buccula beaver 
of helmet (bucca cheek, see -ule)] 

buc'kle2, v.t. & i. Fasten with buckle 
(often up, on, etc.); ~ to (with to prep.) 
prepare for, set about, (with to adv.) get 
to work, start vigorously; (cause to) give 
way, crumple up, under longitudinal 
pressure (t. & i. of wheel, saw, etc.), [f. 
prec.; the last sense perh. f. F boucler 
bulge] 

buck'ler, n., & v.t. Small round shield 
usu. held by handle; protection, pro¬ 
tector, (vb, protect); also technically in 
various naut., zool., & anat. senses. [ME 
boc(e)ler f. OF bocler lit. ‘having a boss’ 
f. boucle boss, see buckle1, -er2] 

buck'o, a. & n. (naut. si.). Swaggering 
(fellow), [f. buck1] 

buck'ra, a. & n. (Negro dial.). Charac¬ 
teristic of, belonging to, the white man; 
(n.) white man, master, [f. Surinam 
Negro patois bakra master] 

buck'ram, n. & a. Coarse linen or cloth 
stiffened with gum or paste; stiffness, 
stiff, (of manner); strong, strength, in 
appearance only; men in ~, ~ men, non¬ 
existent (1 lien. IV, II. iv. 210-50). [ME, 
f. AF bukeram, OF boquerant, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

II buck'shee, n., a., & adv., (si., orig. 
army). 1. Something in addition to the 
usual allowance, as extra rations. 2. adj. 
& adv. Gratuitous(ly), free, [corrupt, of 
baksheesh] 

buck'wheat (-wet), n. A cereal plant with 
seed used for horse & poultry food, & in 
U.S. for breakfast cakes, [f. MDu. 
boeeweite beech wheat] 

bucol'ic, a. & n. Of shepherds, pastoral, 
rustic; (usu. pi.) pastoral poems (the 
B~s, those of Virgil). Hence biicol' 
ically adv. [f. L f. Gk boukolikos f. 
boukolos herdsman] 

bud1, n. Rudiment of branch, lcaf- 
-cluster, or flower; flower not fully open; 
[Zool.) animal forming by gemmation, 

anything still undeveloped; in ~, 
putting forth buds; nip in the ~, destroy 
at early stage (fig.). Hence ~'less a., 
-—'let n. [late ME buddc, boddc, of unkn. 
orig.] 

bud2, v.i. & t. (-dd-). Put forth buds, 
spring forth; begin to grow or develop 
(~ding horns, lawyer, cricketer); (Zool.) 
produce, be produced, by gemmation; 

(Gardening) ingraft (trans. or abs.) into 
alien stock, [f. prec. ] 

budd'ed, p.p. In vbl senses; esp., that 
has budded, is in bud. [-ed1(2)] 

Buddh|a (bdbd'a), n. The Enlightened, 
title of successive teachers past & future 
of the Asian religion ~ism(3) (bobd'i-) 
n., but applied esp. to Sakyamuni, Gau¬ 
tama, or Siddartha (5th c. b.c., in N. 
India). Hence ~ist(2) (bo“od'i-) n. & a., 
~is'tic(_AL) aa. [Skr., p.p. of budh know] 

budd'leia (-11a), n. Kinds of shrub with 
lilac or yellow flowers of various forms. 
[A. Buddie, botanist (d. 1715), -ia1] 

•budd'y, n. (colloq..). (Usu. as familiar 
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form of address) brother, chum, mate, 
[dim. of bud, childish promme. of brother] 

budge, v.i. & t. Make the slightest move¬ 
ment, force to do this, (in neg. sentences). 
[f. F bouger stir perh. (cf. Pr. bolegar)= 
It. bulicare f. Rom. *bullicare frequent, of 
bull ire boil] 

budg'erlgdr', n. The grass parakeet, or 
Australian love-bird, [native name] 

budg'et, n., & v.i. Contents of a bag or 
bundle (mostly fig., esp. of news, & as 
title of newspapers); annual ostimato of 
revenue & expenditure of a country (in 
Great Britain by Chancellor of Exchequer 
in House of Commons); private person’s 
similar estimate; (v.i.) ~ for, allow or 
arrange for in ~. Hence ~ary1 a. [ME, 
f. OF bougette dim. of bouge leather bag f. 
L bulga (f. Gallic) knapsack; see bulge ] 

buff1, n. & a. (Of) stout velvety dull- 
-yellow leather of buffalo or ox-hide; the 
human skin (in ~, naked); (of) dull- 
-yellow colour (the B~s, East Kent Regt, 
from colour of the facings); (Path.) 
coagulated coating on blood drawn from 
fever patients, whence ~'y2 a.; —coat, 
-jerkin, formerly worn by soldiers as 
proof against sword-cut; ~-stick, -wheel, 
polishing tools covered with ~; —tip, 
kind of moth. [f. F bujjle buffalo] 

buff2, v.t. Polish (metal) with buff; make 
(leather) velvety like buff. [f. prec. ] 

buff'alo, n. (pi. -oes). Kinds of ox (Bos 
bubalus, India, Asia, Europo, N. Africa; 
Bos caffer, S. Africa; American BISON); 
amphibious tank. [prob. f. Port, bufalo, 
f. LL bufalus f. L f. Gk boubalos antelope] 

buff'er1, n. Apparatus for deadening by 
springs or padding, or sustaining by 
strength of beams etc., a concussion, esp. 
of railway vans; ~ State, small State 
between two large ones diminishing 
chance of hostilities, [f. obs. vb buff 
(imit. of sound made by soft body struck, 
cf. puff & F bouffer) +-ER1] 

buff'er2, n. (si.). (Usu. old ~) old-fashioned 
or incompetent fellow; (Nav.) chief 
boatswain’s mate. [18th c., of obsc. orig. ] 

buff'et1, n., & v.t. & i. (Strike with) blow 
of the hand; (of fate etc.) knock, hurt, 
plague; contend with (waves); contend 
with. Hence ~ing 1 (1, 2) n., beating, 
repeated blows, (Aeron.) irregular oscilla¬ 
tion, caused by air eddies, of any part 
of an aircraft. [ME, f. OF, dim. of buffe 
blow (whence obs. E buff cf. blind 1-man’s- 
-buff)] 

buff'et2, n. 1. Sideboard, recessed cup¬ 
board, for china, plate, etc. 2. (pr. 
bobf'a) refreshment bar. [18th c., F, of 
unkn. orig.} 

buffo (bcTof'o), n. & a. Burlesque, comic, 
(actor). [It. j 

buffoon', n., & v.i. (Play the) wag, jester, 
mocker. Hence ~ery(4) n. [f. F buffon 
f. It. buffone (buffa jest, buffarc to puff), 
-OON ] 

bug, n. Flat ill-smelling blood-sucking 

building 
insect infesting beds; (loosely) small 
insect (often with defining word as 
harvest, May, —; —hunter etc., entomo¬ 
logist); *any insect; big ~ (si.), person of 
importance. Hence ~g'Y2 (-g-) a. [orig. 
unkn.]_ 

bug'aboo, bug'bear (-bar), nn. Fancied 
object of fear; false belief used to in¬ 
timidate or dissuade. [lGth c. bugbear f. 
obs. bug -[-bear1 ; bugaboo undetermined; 
Cf. BOGLE, BOGY] 

bugg'er (-g-), n., & v.t. (Law) sodomite, 
man having unnatural intercourse with 
beast or man, wheneo bugg'ERY(4) n.; 
(in foul or low talk, abusively or humor¬ 
ously): fellow, beggar, chap, beast; (v.t.) 
~ about, hound from pillar to post. [f. 
F bougre f. med.li Bulgarus llth-c. heretic 
from Bulgaria, supposed capable of any 
crime] 

bugg'y (-g-), n. Light vehicle for one or 
two persons (esp. in U.S., India, colonies), 
[orig. unkn.j 

bu'gle1, n., & v.i. & t. Brass instrument 
like small trumpet used for military 
signals; (vb) sound ~, sound (call) on ~. 
Hence bug'lER1 n. [ME, short for~-7iom 
f. OF bugle, f. L buculus dim. of bos ox] 

bu'gle2, n. Kinds of creeping plant with 
blue flowers. [F, f. LL bugula] 

bu'gle2, n. Tube-shaped glass bead sewn 
on dress etc. for ornament, [orig. unkn. ] 

bug'let, n. Small (cyclist’s) bugle, [-et1] 
bug'loss, n. Kinds of plant allied with 
borage, [f. F buglosse or L f. Gk bouglossos 
ox-tongued] 

buhl (bool), n. & a. (Inlaid with) brass, 
tortoise-shell, etc., cut in ornamental 
patterns for inlaying. [Germanized f. 
Boule name of carver (d. 1732)] 

build1 (bi-), v.t. & i. (built). Construct 
by putting parts or material rightly 
together (house, ship, carriage, organ, 
engine, nest, or other structure large 
relatively to tho builder); (abs.) be busy 
making one’s house or nest; ~ up, round, 
in, surround (person, place, etc.) with 
houses etc., block up; (with material as 
obj.) lay in(to wall etc. )in~ing; establish, 
make gradually, (often with up; system, 
empire, reputation); base (hopes etc.) 
upon, rely upon; built (with preceding 
adv. etc.), of such & such a build2. [ME 
bulden f. OE byldan, f. bold dwelling f. 
Gmc *bu- dwell, cf. bower1, booth] 

build2 (bi-), n. Style of construction, 
make; proportions of human body (sturdy 
~ etc.); ‘—-up n., favourable publicity 
designed to popularize a person, product, 
etc. [prec.] 

buil'der (bi-), n. In vbl senses; esp., 
master-builder, contractor for building 
houses. [-ER1] 

buil'ding (bi-), n. In vbl senses; esp.: 
house, edifice; —lease, permitting lessee 
to build on the land; || ~-society, of contri¬ 
butors to fund for loan to members when 
needing house, [-ing1] 
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bulb1, n. Nearly spherical underground 
stem of lily, onion, etc., sending roots 

downwards & leaves etc. upwards; leaf- 

-bud detaching itself from stem & becom¬ 
ing separate plant; (Anat.) roundish 

swelling of any cylindrical organ, as of 

hair-root or spinal cord; dilated part 
of glass tube (~-tube, ending in a ~); 
electric-light container. Hence ~ed2 
(-bd),~iF'EEOUS, bul'biFOKM, aa., bul'bo- 
comb. form. [f. L bulbus f. Gk bolbos 
onion] 

bulb2, v.i. Swell into bulb(s). [f. prec.] 
bul'bous, a. Of, having, like, springing 
from, a bulb. [f. L bulbosus (bulb l, -ous) ] 

bulbul (bdol'bdhl), n. Eastern song- 
-thrush; singer, poet. [Pers. f. Arab. ] 

bulge1, n. Convex part, irregular swelling, 
tendency to swell out, on flat or flatter 
surface; temporary increase in volume or 
numbers; = bilge ; (si.) advantage (chiefly 
in phr. have, or get, the ~ on, have, get, 
the advantage over). Hence bul'gY2 a., 
bul'giNESS n. [ME, f. OF boulge, bouge, 
or f. L bulga see budget] 

bulge2, v.i. & t. Swell outwards irregu¬ 
larly & usu. faultily; extend (bag etc.) 
by stuffing it. [f. prec.] 

bul'imy, bullm'ia, n. (Med.) morbid 
hunger; (fig.) voracity (for books etc.). 
[16th c. f. Gk boulimia (whence usu. mod. 
form) f. bous ox + limos hunger] 

bulk1, n. Cargo (break ~, begin unload¬ 
ing; ~ not equal to sample, in ~, loose, 
not in package; load in ~, put grain etc. 
in loose; sell in ~, in large quantities, as 
it is in the hold); large shape, person, 
body; size, magnitude; great size; mass, 
large mass; the greater part or number 
of; ~ buying, purchase by one buyer of all 
or most of a producer’s output, [sense 
‘cargo’ f. Oleel. bulki; sense ‘mass’ etc. 
perh. alt. f. obs. bouk (cf. buck6)] 

bulk2, v.i. & t. Seem in respect of size or 
importance (~ large, larger); ~ up, form 
considerable sum etc., amount to; pile in 
heaps (fish); (Customs) ascertain weight 
of (tea etc.) by emptying out of chest, 
[f. prec.] 

bulk'head (-hSd), n. Upright partition 
dividing ship’s cabins or water-tight 
compartments; compartment, stall. [15th 
c. bulke hede f. bulke (loose) cargo (bulk1) 
Ahead1] 

bul'kly, a. Large; too large. Hence 
~1ness n. [BULK1 A"Y2] 

bull1 (bdbl), n. & a. 1. Uncastrated male 
of ox or any bovine animal (~ in china 
shop, reckless or clumsy destroyer; take 
~ by the horns, meet not evade difficulty); 
male of whale, elephant, & other large 
animals (usu. ~ whale or whale-~ etc.); 
constellation & sign Taurus. 2. (St. 
Exch.). Person trying to raise prices (see 
beak1). 3. = BVLL’s-eye (of target). 4. adj. 
Like that of a ~ (~ head, neck, voice; also 
~ operations on St. Exch.). 5. ~-cai/, 
male calf, simpleton; |]~-corner (local), 

barred refuge, usu. at junction of fields, 
from ~’s attack; ~’dog, powerful & 
courageous large-headed smooth-haired 
breed of dog, tenacious & courageous 
(person), II University proctor’s attend¬ 
ant; *~'doae, v.t. (si.), cow, coerce; 
*~'dozer, powerful caterpillar tractor 
pushing broad steel blado in front, used 
for removing obstacles, levelling uneven 
surfaces, etc.; fight, Spanish sport of 
baiting ~ with horsemen etc.; finch, 
strong-beaked handsome-plumagcd song- 
-bird, also [perh. =~ fence, cf. minch diai. 
for mince] quickset hedge with ditch; 
~'frog, large Amer. species; ~'head, small 
big-headed fish = miller’s thumb; ~- 
-headed, obstinate, impetuous,blundering; 
~ -of-the-bog, bittern;~ -puncher, (Austral.) 
bullock-driver; —pup, -bitch, young, 
female, ~dog; ~'ring, arena for ~fight; 
~'roarer, flat strip of wood tied to a 
string, making a roaring sound when 
whirled round; ~’s-eye, boss of glass 
formed at centro of blown glass sheet, 
hemispherical piece or thick disc of glass 
as light in ship’s side, hemispherical lens, 
(lantern) with such lens, small circular 
window, centre of target, kind of sweet¬ 
meat; -—terrier, cross between ~dog & 
terrier; trout, fish of salmon tribe. [ME 
bole f. ON boli = MLG, MDu. butte; see 
BULLOCK] 

bull2 (bdbl), v.i.&t. (St. Exch.). Speculate 
for the rise; try to raise price of (stocks), 
[f. prec.; bull1’2 perh. merely correl. to 
the more explicable bear1*2] 

bull3 (bdbl), n. Papal edict. [ME, f. OF 
butte f. L bulla, cf. bill4] 

bull4 (bdbl), n. (Often Irish ~) expression 
containing contradiction in terms or 
implying ludicrous inconsistency (often 
an intelligible statement made absurd 
by compression), [orig. unkn.] 

bull5 (bdbl), n. Drink made of water 
flavoured in empty spirit cask. [orig. 
unkn.] 

Bull6. = JOHN Butt. 
bull7 (bdbl), n. Deck-game in which small 
flat sandbags are thrown on an inclined 
board marked with numbered squares, 
[orig. unkn.] 

bullace (bdbl'is), n. Wild (or semi- 
cultivated) plum tree or fruit. [ME bolace 
f. OF beloce f. Gaulish *bulluca sloe] 

bull'ate, a. (bot., physiol.). Puffy, 
blistered-looking. [f. L bulla bubble 
A-ATE2] 

bull'et (bdb-), n. Missile of lead etc., 
spherical or conical, used in rifles (dum¬ 
dum, expanding, soft-nosed, explosive, ~, 
varieties so shaped etc. as to inflict com¬ 
plicated wound); ~-head, -headed, (with) 
round & presumably thick head; ~- 
-proof. [f. F boulette dim. of boule ball f. 
L bulla knob ] 

bull'etin (bdb-), n. Short official state¬ 
ment of public event or news or of 
invalid’s condition. [F, f. It. bulletino 
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dim. of bulletta lottery ticket dim. of bulla 
seal, bull3] 

bullion1 (bdbl'yon), n. & a. Gold or silver 
before (or as valued apart from) coining 
or manufacture; (made of) solid or real 
gold or silver, [f. AF bullion mint, form¬ 
ally = OF bouillon f. Rom. *bullionem f. 
bullire boil2; meanings excl. E] 

bullion2 (bdbl'yon), n. Fringe of gold & 
silver thread twists, [f. F bouillon, see 
prec., in sense bubble] 

bull'ock (bdb-), n. Castrated bull, ox. 
[OE bulluc, dim. (-ock) of *bulla bull1] 

bull'y1 (bdb-), n. Blusterer, tyrant (esp. 
among boys), coward & tyrant; hired 
ruffian; man who lives on prostitute’s 
earnings. [16th c. as term of endearment, 
gallant, etc., prob. f. MDu. boele (G 
buhle)] 

bull'y3 (bdb-), v.t. Persecute, oppress, 
tease, physically or morally; frighten into 
or out of; (abs.) play the bully; ~ off, 
perform preliminary crossing of clubs in 
hockey, [f. prec.] 

bull'y3 (bdb-), a. & int. (esp. U.S.). 
Capital, first-rate; ~ for you, him, etc., 
= bravo, [f. bully1] 

II bull'y4 (bdb-), n. Scrummage in (prop. 
Eton) football. 

bull'y5 (bob-), n. (colloq.). (Also ~ beef) 
corned beef. [f. F bouilli boiled beef f. 
bouillir boil 1 ] 

bull'yrag (bdb-). See ballyrag. 
bul'rush (bdb-), n. Kinds of tall rush 
(pop. the cat’s tail; in Bible, papyrus). 
[f. bull1, as in bullfrog, bulltrout, etc.] 

bul'wark (bdb-), n. Rampart, earthwork, 
etc.; mole, breakwater; person, principle, 
etc., that acts as a defence; ship’s side 
above deck. [15th c., = rampart, corresp. 
to (prob. f.) MDu. bolwerk, see bole, 
WORK1] 

bum1, n. Backside, buttocks; \\~-bailiff 
(also ~), employed for arrests (from 
touching debtor on the back); ~-6oa<, 
plying with fresh provisions for ships 
(orig. scavenger boat). [ME bom, of unkn. 
orig.; prob. imit., cf. bump] 

‘burn1, n., a., & v.i. & t., (si.). 1. Habitual 
loafer (go on the ~, sponge on the com¬ 
munity). 2. adj. Of poor quality. 3. vb 
(-mm-). Loaf, sponge, wander around; 
obtain by sponging, scrounge, [perh. 
back-formation f. bummer] 

|| bum'ble,n. Beadle; consequential jack - 
-in-office. Hence ~dom (-Id-) n. [name 
of beadle in Oliver Twist ] 

bum'ble-bee, n. Large kind of bee. [f. 
obs. vb bumble (boom, or obs. var. bum, 
+ -LE)] 

bum'ble-puppy, n. Whist, tennis, etc., 
played unscientifically; game with tennis- 
-ball slung to post. [orig. unkn. ] 

bum'bS, n. Cold rum-punch, [cf. It. 
bombo child’s wd for drink] 

bumm'alS, n. Small fish of S.-Asian 
coasts, [f. Mahratti bombil(a)] 

II bummaree', n. Middleman at Billings¬ 

bunch 

gate fish-market; licensed porter at 
Smithfield meat-market in London, 
[orig. unkn.] 

’bumm'er, n. Idler, loafer, [cf. G 
bum-niter) 

bump1, v.t. & i., & adv. 1. Push, throw 
down, (box etc.) against or on (wall, 
person, floor, etc.); hurt (one’s head etc.) 
by striking it (against, on, or abs.); seize 
by arms & legs & strike the posterior of 
(person) against floor, wall, etc.; come 
with a bump against; go along with 
repeated bumps; (Boat-racing, see foil.) 
overtake; (of cricket-ball) rise abruptly 
on pitching; off (si.), remove by 
violence, murder. 2. adv. With a bump, 
suddenly, violently, (come, go, etc., ~, cf. 
bang, bounce), [expressing sound of 
blow; by extension, the resulting swel¬ 
ling] 

bump2, n. Dull-sounding blow, knock, 
collision; swelling caused by it; (Phre- 
nol.) prominence on skull, faculty in¬ 
dicated by it; (Boat-racing) touching of 
boat by next, a win for latter (~-supper, 
in celebration of this); (Aviation) vertical 
air current causing irregularity in air¬ 
craft’s motion, jolt experienced by air¬ 
craft in flight; <—ball (Cricket; pr. 
biim'bawl) ball hit hard on ground close to 
bat, coming with a long hop to fieldsman 
(so looking like a possible catch), [f. prec. ] 

bump3, n., & v.i. (Make) bittern’s cry. 
[imit. ] 

bum'per, n. In vbl senses; also, brim-full 
glass of wine; anything unusually large 
or abundant (harvest, full theatre); 
(Whist) score of two games against nil; 
(Motoring) spring fender for mitigating 
collisions. [-ER1] 

bump'kin, n. Country or awkward or 
bashful fellow, [perh. f. Du. boomken 
little tree or MDu. bommekijn little 
barrel ] 

bump'tious (-shws), a. Self-assertive. 
Hence~LY2adv.,~NESSn. [jocularform, 
on bump2 & e.g. fractious] 

bum'ply, a. Full of bumps, causing jolts, 
(esp. of road or cricket pitch or air in 
aviation). Hence ~Iness n. [-Y2] 

bun1, n. Small soft round sweet cake with 
a few currants (the usu. Eng. sense, but 
with local variations); hot cross ~, 
marked with cross & eaten on Good 
Friday; hair dressed in ~ shape. [ME 
bunne, cf. OF bugne, buigne; see bunion] 

II bun2, n. (Personifying name of) squirrel, 
rabbit. [16th c., of unkn. orig. ] 

bun'a (or boo-), n. Synthetic rubber made 
by the polymerization of butadiene, [f. 
bu(tadiene) +na(lrium) sodium] 

bunch1, n. Cluster of things growing or 
fastened together (flowers, grapes, keys), 
lot (best of the ~); (si.) gang, group; ~ 
grass, kinds of N.-Amer. grass growing in 
tufts. Hence~'Y2a. [orig. unkn.] 

bunch2, v.t. & i. Make into bunch(es), 
gather (dress) into folds; come or cling 
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together, (Mil., of skirmishers) fail to 

keep intervals, [f. prec.] 
•bunc'o, n., & v.t., (si.). (To) swindle 
(esp. by card-sharping or the confidence 
trick); ~-steerer, swindler, [cf. Sp. banca 
a card-game] 

bun'combe. See bunkum. 
bund, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Embankment, 

causeway, quay. [Hind, band, of Persian 
orig. ] 

bun'der, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Landing-place, 
quay, harbour; '-'-boat (used for coasting 
& harbour work). [Hind.] 

bun'dle1, n. Collection of things fastened 
together (esp. clothes & odds & ends in 
handkerchief); set of sticks, iron rods, 
etc., bound up; set of parallel fibres, 
nerves, etc.; 20 hanks of linen yarn. [ME 
bundel not continuous w. OE byndele a 
binding (Gmc *bund- bind) but f. MDu. 
bondel, LG, Du. bundel] 

bun'dle2, v.t. & i. Tie in, make up into, 
a bundle; throw confusedly in to any 
receptacle; go, put or send (esp. a person), 
in a hurry or unceremoniously out, off, 
away, etc. [f. prec.] 

bung1, n. Stopper, esp. largo cork stop¬ 
ping hole in cask; '-'-hole, for filling cask, 
[f. MDu. bonghe (= Du. bom)} 

bung2, v.t. Stop (cask) with bung; eyes 
—ed up, closed with swelling from blow, 
or sealed with rheum; (si.) throw (stones), 
[f. prec.] 

bung'al|ow (-nggalo), n. One-storeyed 
house, orig. lightly built or temporary. 
Hence ~on> a., having the style or appear¬ 
ance of a~ow. [f. Hind, bangla belonging 
to Bengal] 

bunglle (bung'gl), v.i. & t., & n. (Make) 
clumsy work, confusion; blunder over, 
fail to accomplish, (task). Hence ~er1 n. 
[imit., cf. obs. bumble in same sense] 

bun'ion (-yon), n. Inflamed swelling on 
foot. [f. It. bugnone (bugno boil, lump) or 
OF buignon (f. buigne, mod. bigne) swel¬ 
ling] 

bunk1, n. Sleeping-berth, [orig. unkn.] 
bunk2, v.i., & n., (si.). ~, do a ~, make 

off, vanish, [orig. unkn. ] 
•bunk3, n. (si.). Humbug, balderdash, 
[contr. of BUNKUM] 

bunk'er, n., & v.t. Ship’s coal-bin; 
(Golf) sandpit on course constituting a 
hazard ; (Mil.) underground shelter; (v.t., 
usu. in p.p.) entangle in~, (fig.) bring into 
difficulties, [orig. unkn.] 

bunk'um, -combe (-km), n. Humbug, 
claptrap, sophistry, [anecdotic; member 
for Buncombe in N. Carolina speaking 
needlessly in Congress (1819-21) to impress 
his constituents] 

bunn'ia (-ya), n. (Anglo-Ind.). Indian 
(prop. Hindu) trader or shopkeeper. 
[Hind, banya; see banian] 

bunn'y, n. Pet name for rabbit; —hug, 
an American dance, [bun 2 + -y 3 ] 

Bun'sen(’s) (bot)n-, bun-), a. Invented by 
It. W. Bunsen (d. 1899), German chemist 

(~ burner, lamp, burning air with gas for 
heating & blow-pipe work; ~ battery, cell, 
voltaic of spec. kind). 

bunt1, n. Cavity, baggy part, of fishing- 
-net, sail, etc.; —-line (confining ~ in 
furling sail), [orig. unkn. ] 

bunt2, n. (Also smut-ball) disease of 
wheat, [orig. unkn.] 

bunt3, v.t. & i., & n. 1. (Chiefly dial.) 
push with the head or horns, butt. 2. (In 
baseball) stop (ball) with bat without 
swinging. 3. n. Act of ~ing; (in baseball) 
a ~ed ball, hit made by ~ing. [orig. 
unkn.; of. butt3] 

bun'ting1, n. Sub-family of birds in¬ 
cluding common or corn ~, yellow <— (or 
yellow-hammer), black-headed, reed, snow, 
etc., ~; grey shrimp, [orig. unkn. ] 

bun'ting2, n. (Open-made worsted stuff 
used for) flags, [orig. unkn.] 

buoy1 (boi), n. Anchored float showing 
navigable course or reefs etc.; (also life- 
—) something to keep person afloat; also 
fig. in both senses. [15/l6th c. boye, buie 
f. MDu. f. OF boie (mod. boute) f. Frank. 
*bokan; see beacon] 

buoy2 (boi), v.t. 1. (Usu. with up) keep 
afloat; bring to surface of water; sustain 
(person, courage,etc.),uplift. 2. (Without 
up, sometimes with out) mark with 
buoy(s). [last meaning f. prec.; sense 
float etc. f. Sp. boyar-, see buoyant] 

buoy'age (boi-), n. Providing of buoys; 
series of buoys, [-age] 

buoy'ancy (boi-), n. Floating power on 
liquid or in air; (Hydrost.) loss of weight 
by immersion in liquid; elasticity, recup¬ 
erative power, (of spirits, also of prices, 
etc.), [f. foil.; see-ancy] 

buoy'ant (boi-), a. Apt to float, rise, keep 
up, or recover, springy; able to keep 
things up; light-hearted. Hence ~ly2 

adv. [16th c. f. Sp. boyante p.p. of 
boyar float (cf. obs. F bouyant) f. boya 
BUOY1] 

bur, burr, n. (Any plant with) cling¬ 
ing seed-vessel or flower; female hop- 
-catkin; person hard to shake off. [ME, 
= Da. borre bur, burdock, Sw. kard-borre 
burdock] 

Buhb'erry, n. A kind of waterproof cloth, 
coat etc. of this, made by a company of 
that name. [P] 

bur'ble, v.i. Simmer (with rage, mirth). 
[19th c., imit.; but cf. ME (obs.) burble 
bubble ] 

burb'ot, n. Eel-like flat-headed bearded 
freshwater fish. [f. F bourbotte] 

burd'en1, butth'en (-dh-), n. (usu. -den 
esc. = tonnage). Load (lit., or of labour, 
duty, sorrow, etc.; ~ of proof, obligation 
to prove falling on maker of statement); 
obligatory expense; ship’s carrying- 
-capacity, tonnage; bearing of loads 
(ship, beast, of ~); (Bibl.) oracle, heavy 
fate; (= obs. senses of bourdon) refrain, 
chorus, of song, chief theme or gist of 
poem, book, speech, etc. [OE byrlhen, 
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OS burthinnia f. WG *burthi- birth+ - 
en 3; for -d- cf. murder etc. ] 

burd'cn3, bubth'en (-dh-), v.t. Load (lit. 
& fig.), encumber, oppress, tax. [f. prec. ] 

burd'ensome, a. Oppressive, wearying. 
Hence ~ness (-mn-) n. [-some 1 

bur'dock, n. Coarse plant with prickly 
flower-heads (bur) & dock-like leaves. 
[bur+DOCK1] 

bureau (bfiro', bu1), n. (pi. -eaux, pr. -oz). 
II Writing-desk with .drawers, escritoire; 
‘chest of drawers; office or department 
for transacting business, government 
department. [F, = desk, orig. the baize 
covering, f. OF burel f. bure coarse cloth] 

bureau'lcracy (-ro-), n. Government 
by bureaux, centralization; officialism; 
officials. Allied wds; ~crat (bu'ro-) n., 
~crat'ic a., ~crat'iCALLY adv., ~'crat- 
ism(2), ~'cratiST(2), nn. [f. prec.+- 
CRACY] 

burette', n. Graduated glass tube for 
measuring small quantities of liquid. [F] 

*bubg, n. (colloq.). Town or city, [see 
BOROUGH] 

II bur'gage, n. An ancient tenure (hold in 
~). [f. med. L burgagium (burgus see 
BOROUGH, -AGE)] 

bubgce', n. Triangular flag bearing the 
colours or emblem of a yacht club or 
sailing club. [orig. unkn. ] 

bur'geon, bour'geon, (biit'jn), n., & v.i. 
(Put forth, spring forth as) young 
shoot(s), bud, begin to grow, (poet., & 
also in Zool. of gemmation). [ME, f. OF 
bor-, burjon, of unkn. orig. ] 

bub'gess, n. Inhabitant of borough with 
full municipal rights, citizen; (chiefly 
hist.) member of parliament for borough, 
corporate town, or university. [ME, f. 
OF burgeis i. Rom. *burgensis f. burgus 
f. Gmc *burgs borough] 

burgh (buTu), n. (Sc.). Scots chartered 
town (used in E in writing of Scots 
borough). [Sc. form of borough] 

burgher (bdt'ger), n. Freeman or citizen 
of a burgh or borough; (S. Afr.) citizen of 
European descent, wherever resident. 
[16th c., f. G or Du. burger f. burg 
BOROUGH] 

bubg'lar, n. One who breaks into house 
by night with intent to commit felony. 
Hence ~Y2 n., burglar'ious a., burg- 
lar'iousLY2 adv. [c. 1500 burgular, 
burglour, = AL burg(u)lator, f. earlier 
burgator (= AF burgesour, cf. OF burgur 
thief); formation & orig. obsc.] 

bur'gle, v.i. & t. Commit burglary; enter 
or rob (house) burglariously. [19th c. 
back form, f. prec. ] 

bubg'omaster (-ah-), n. Mayor of Dutch 
or Flemish or German town. [f. Du. 
burgemeeslcr (borough)] 

bubg'onet, n. (hist.). Visored helmet; 
steel cap. [f. OF bourguignotte f. Bour¬ 
gogne Burgundy] 

bubgoo', n.. (naut. si.). Porridge, [orig. 
unkn.] 

bubg'undy, n. Kinds of (usu. red) wine 
of Burgundy in France. t 

bu'r(h)el, n. Himalayan wild sheep, [f. 
Hind, bharal] 

bu'rlal (b£j-), n. Depositing under earth, 
burying, esp. of dead body, funeral; 
~-ground, cemetery; ~-service, religious 
form at funeral. [ME buryel, erron. 
formed as sing, of OE byrgels (cf. OS 
burgisli) f. *burg- bury -f -els as in riddle] 

bur'in, n. Tool for engraving on copper. 
Hence ~IST(1) n. [F] 

burke1, v.t. Avoid, smother, (publicity, 
inquiry); hush up, suppress, (rumour, 
book). [Burke executed 1829 for smother¬ 
ing people to sell bodies for dissection] 

Burke2, n. (Used for) ~’s Peerage etc. 
[John ~, compiler (d. 1848)] 

bull, n., & v.t. Knot in wool or cloth; 
(vb) clear of ~s. [f. OF bourle] 

bubl'ap, n. Coarse canvas, [perh. f. Du. 
boenlap rubbing-cloth, confused w. boar 
BOOR] 

burlesque' (-k), a. & n., & v.t. Imita¬ 
tive, imitation, imitate, for purpose of 
deriding or amusing; bombast(ic), mock- 
-serious(ness); caricature, parody, esp. 
(of) literary & dramatic work; ‘(vulgar) 
variety show freq. featuring comic strip- 
-tease. [F, f. It. burlesco (burla mockery, 
-ESQ.UE)] 

Burl'ington House, n. Building in 
London used as headquarters of the 
Royal Academy, British Academy, 
British Association, Royal Soc., Geo¬ 
logical Soc., Chemical Soc., & Linnean Soc. 

bull' | f, a. Sturdy, corpulent. Hence 
~INESS n. [ME borlich prob. f. OE *burlic 
(cf. OHG burlih exalted) fit for tho 
bower1, see -LY1] 

Bubmese' (-z), a. & n. Of Burma; (n.) 
native (pi. same) or language. Burm'an 
a. & n., = ~. [Burma + -ese, -an] 

bubn1, n. (3c., north., poet.). Small 
stream. [OE burna, MDu. borne, meta- 
thetic forms f. Gmc *brunnon, -az, cf. OS, 
OHG brunno, ON brunnr, Goth, brunna; 
cf. bourn1] 

bisbn2, v.t. & i. (~t, occas. ~ed). 1. Con¬ 
sume, waste, by fire (t. & i., the heat, 
heating person, or heated thing, being 
subject; ~ away, out, to nothing, to 
extinction; ~ up, get rid of by fire; 
~ out, consume contents of; ~ one’s 
boats, commit oneself irrevocably to a 
course); blaze, glow, with fire (~ up, flash 
into blaze; ~ down, low, less vigorously 
as fuel fails). 2. Give, make to give, light 
(lamp, candles, gas, oil, etc.; ~ blue etc., 
give blue etc. light; ~ candle at both ends, 
not husband energy; ~ daylight, use 
artificial fight by day; ~ the midnight 
oil, work late). 3. Put, be put, to death 
by fire. 4. Harden, produce, (bricks, 
lime, charcoal) by heat. 5. Make (hole 
etc.) by heat (money ~s hole in pocket, 
clamours to be spent). 6. Injure, be 
injured, by fire or great heat (~ one’s 
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fingers, suffer for meddling or rashness); 
char, scorch, in cooking (t. & i.), adhere 
to saucepan etc.; cauterize, brand, (~ in, 
into, impress indelibly); eat, make acid 
etc. eat, its way (into material, material, 
or abs.). 7. Parch, freckle, tan, colour, 
(t. & i.; abs. or with brown, dry, etc.). 
8. Give, feel, sensation or pain (as) of 
heat (~t child dreads fire; ears~, when one 
is talked of; ~, get near discovery or 
truth, as in child’s game). 9. Make, be, 
hot or passionate, glow, blaze, rage, 
yearn. 10. Utilize nuclear energy of 
(uranium etc.). 11. ~ person out, expel 
him by Are; ~ the water, spear salmon by 
torchlight; ~ing-glass, convex lens or 
concave mirror concentrating sun’s rays 
enough to ignite object at focus; 
almond (enclosed in burnt sugar); 
ochre, sienna (calcined); ~f offering, sacri¬ 
fice made by ~ing. [OE birnan intr., 
beernan trans., metathetic forms f. Gmc 
*brennan (= OE, OS, OHG, Goth, brin- 
nan), *brannjan( = OS, OHG brennan, ON 
brenna, Goth, brannjan)] 

butn3, n. Sore, mark, on body made by 
burning, [f. prec.) 

butn'er, n. In vbl senses, esp. in comb, 
as brick—; also, part of lamp etc. that 
shapes the flame. [-ER1] 

burn'et, n. Kinds of brown-flowered 
plant, [f. obs. adj. burnet f. OE burnete 
see BRUNETTE ] 

burn'ing, a. In vbl senses; also; ardent 
(~ desire)-, flagrant (~ shame, disgrace)-, 
hotly discussed, exciting, (~ question)-, 
~ scent (in hunting), strong, [-ing2] 

butn'ish, v.t. & i. Polish by friction; 
(with well etc.) take a polish. Hence 
~er1(2) n. [ME, f. OF burnir = brunir 
(brun brown), see -ish2] 

butnous(e)' (-oos, -ooz), n. Arab, Moor¬ 
ish, & lady’s, hooded cloak. [F (-s). f. 
Arab, burnus] 

bubp, n., & v.i. (si.). Belch, [imit.] 
butr 4, n. 1. Nebulous disc round moon or 
star. 2. Rough ridge left on cut or 
punched metal or paper(~-<fr£fZ, dentist’s). 
3. Siliceous rock used for millstones; 
whetstone; kinds of limestone. 4. Rough 
sounding of letter r as in Northumber¬ 
land ; whirring; sound. [(1) var. of earlier 
burrow (Sc. var. brough); (2) app. same 
wd as bur] 

burr2, v.t. & i. Pronounce with sound of 
Northumbrian r, also of French r; speak 
without clear articulation, [cf. prec.] 

♦burro (bdb'ro), n. (colloq.). Small donkey 
used as pack-animal. [Sp. ] 

bu'rrow (-6), n., & v.i. & t. (Make, live in) 
hole excavated in earth, as of foxes, 
rabbits, etc.; make by excavating (hole, 
one’s way); retire out of sight; (fig.) 
investigate mysteries etc. Hence ~er1 

n. [ME, app. var. of = borough] 

buts'la, n. (pi. ~ae, ~as). (anat., zool.). 
A sac or saclike cavity to lessen friction. 
Hence ~al a. [med. L ] 

buhs ar, n. Treasurer, esp. of a college; 
exhibitioner esp. in Scots University or 
school, whence ~y 1 n. [f. med. L bur- 
sarius (bursa bag, see purse)] 

bursar'ial, a. Of bursar(y). [-AL] 
butst1, v.t. & i. (past & p.p. burst). 1. Fly 
by expansion of contents, send (con¬ 
taining case), violently asunder, split, 
(powder, shell, etc.; exaggeratively, ~ 
with food or emotion, heart ~s). 2. Get 
away from or through, make way out 
or in, express one’s feelings, by force or 
suddenly (river ~s banks; ~ in, come 
into room, interrupt; ~ out, exclaim; ~ 
into tears, out laughing, break into tears, 
laughter). 3. Open, come open, bo opened, 
forcibly (boil, bud, cloud, ~; ~ door, door 
~s, in or open). 4. Fill, be full, to over¬ 
flowing (grain ~s granary, granary ~ing; 
~ with joy, envy, pride, a secret). 5. Ap¬ 
pear suddenly (~ into flame, upon the 
view; sun, war, disease, ~ old); suffer 
~ing of (some part; ~ a blood-vessel, one’s 
heart, sides with laughing, buttons with 
food); ~ up, explode, bring or come to 
utter collapse, (colloq., & often spelt bust 
up); go bust (colloq.), become bankrupt 
etc. [OE berstan, OS, OHG brestan, ON 
bresta f. Gmc *brestan] 

burst2, n. Bursting, split; ~utp (often 
bust- colloq.), collapse; sudden issuing 
forth (~ of flame), explosion, outbreak, 
(lit. & fig.); spurt; continuous gallop; 
bout of drunkenness etc. (often vulg. 
bust; on the bust), [f. prec. ] 

buirth'en (-dh-). See burden. 

burt'on (-tn), n. Light handy two-block 
tackle. [1495 Breton, Brytton (tackles)] 

bury (bc'rl), v.t. Deposit in, commit to, 
earth, tomb, or sea (corpse); (of relatives) 
to have buried, lost; perform burial 
rites over; put under ground (~ alive; 
~ the hatchet, renounce quarrel); put 
away, forget; (chiefly roll. & pass.) 
consign to obscurity; hide in earth 
(treasure etc.), cover up, submerge; with¬ 
draw from view (face in hands, hands 
in pockets); (p.p.) immersed (buried in 
sloth); ~ing-ground, -place, graveyard, 
cemetery. [OE byrgan f. WG *burgjan f. 
burg- st. of Gmc *bergan shelter, protect, 
see BURIAL] 

bus, n. (pi. ~es), & v.i. 1. Omnibus; (si.) 
aeroplane, motor-car, motor-cycle; miss 
the ~, lose an opportunity, fail in an 
undertaking; ~ driver, man, driver of 
an omnibus (~man’s holiday, leisure time 
spent in the same kind of occupation as 
one’s regular work). 2. v.i. Go by ~. 
[abbr. ] 

II bus'by (-z-), n. Tall fur cap of Hussars 
& R.H.A. [orig. unkn.; cf. obs. buzz, see 
BUZZ4] 

bush1 (-db-), n. Shrub, clump of shrubs; 
bunch of ivy as ancient vintner’s sign 
(good wine needs no ~); luxuriant growth 
of hair, whisker, etc.; woodland, untilled 
district, (esp. of partly-settled countries; 
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take to the ~, become bush-ranger); beat1 
about the ~; in many bird, beast, & 

plant names; ~-fighter, -ing, (person used 

to) fighting in the ~, guerilla warfare; 

~ -harrow, heavy frame with bars between 
which branches are inserted for harrowing 
grass land or covering seed, (vb) harrow 
with this; ~’man, aboriginal of a S.-Afr. 
tribe, dweller, farmer, or traveller in the 
Australian ~, whence bush'mansHip(3) 
n. [after Du. boschjesman (bosch bush)]; 
~-ranger, Australian brigand (at first 
escaped convict) living in the bush; 
<—rope, tropical wild vine netting trees 
together; —telegraph, rapid spreading of 
information, rumour, etc. [ME busk f. 
ON buskr — OS, late OHO busc, f. Gmc 
*busk-, whence med. L buscus, boscus, 
Rom. *bosco, OF bos, bosc, bois wood] 

bush2 (-db-), v.t. Set (ground) with bushes 
to frustrate net-poaching; bush-harrow 
(ground), [prec.] 

bush3 (-dt>-), n., & v.t. Metal lining of 
axle-hole or other circular orifice, perfor¬ 
ated plug; (vb) furnish with ~. [f. MDu. 
busse box2] 

bush'el (-Ob-), n. Measure of capacity 
(8 gal.) for corn, fruit, etc. (not hide one’s 
light or candle under a ~, set example; 
measure others’ corn by one’s own~, judge 
others by oneself). Hence ~FUL(2)n. [ME 
boyschel f. OF boissel of Gaulish orig. ] 

Bushido (boosh'edo), n. The code of 
honour & morals evolved by the samurai. 
[Jap., = military knight way] 

bushveld (bdbsh'fOlt), n. Veld composed 
largely of bush; low country of Trans¬ 
vaal. [f. Du. boschveld, see bush1 & 
VELD] 

bush'ly (-Ob-), a. Abounding in bushes; 
growing thickly. Henco ~1ness n. [-Y2] 

business (biz'nls), n. 1. Being busy (orig. 
sense, now obs., see busyness). 2. Task, 
duty, province, (make it one’s ~ to, 
undertake); cause of coming (what is 
your ~?). 3. Habitual occupation, profes¬ 
sion, trade; serious work (.means ~, is in 
earnest; on ~, with definite purpose; ~ 
as usual, things will proceed in spite of 
disturbing circumstances; ~ end (of tool, 
weapon, etc.), operative part; ~ hours, 
hours of ~, of regular work, open shop 
or office, etc.). 4. Thing needing atten¬ 
tion, agenda, (the ~* of the day, meeting, 
etc.); dealings with men & matters (~ 
man, one used to these, & see below; man 
of~, agent, attorney). 5. Difficult matter 
(what a *-* it is!, make a great ~ of it). 6. 
Thing that concerns one, that one may 
meddle with, (mind your own, go about 
your, send about his, ~, reproof or dis¬ 
missal; has no ~ to, no right). 7. (Con¬ 
tempt.) device, machine, process, con¬ 
cern, course of events, (sick of the whole 
~; a lath-<&-plaster ~). 8. (Theatr.) 
action, dumb-show. 9. Buying & selling, 
bargaining, (doing a great ~; good stroke 
of ~; ~man, engaged in commerce, also 

but 
see above). F10. Commercial house, firm. 
[OE bisignis (busy 1 +-ness)] 

business-like, a. Systematic, practical, 
prompt, well-ordered, [-like] 

busk, n. Rigid strip stiffening corset- 
-front. [f. F busc f. It. busco splinter, rel. 
to F bilchc log f. Gmc *busk- see bush1] 

bus'ker, n. Itinerant musician or actor, 
[f. busk peddle etc. (perh. f. obs. F 
busquer to prowl) ] 

bus'kin, n. Boot reaching to calf or knee; 
thick-soled boot lending height to tragic 
actor in ancient times; the tragic vein, 
tragedy, (see sock ; put on the ~, write or 
act tragedy). Hence ~ed2 (-nd) a. [c. 
1500, f. OF bouzequin, var. of brousequin, 
= OSp. boszegui, of unkn. orig.] 

buss, n., & v.t., (arch.). Kiss, [earlier&ass 
n. & v.; cf. F baiser, f. L basiare] 

bust1, n. Sculpture of person’s head, 
shoulders, & chest; upper front of body, 
bosom, esp. of woman, [f. F busle f. It. 
busto of unkn. orig. ] 

bust2. See burst1*2. Henco bus'tER1 
(1, 2) n. (si.), freq. in comb., as BLOCK1-, 
BRONCO-, TANK-, ~er. 

bust'ard, n. Kinds of large swift-running 
birds, [late ME; perh. mixture of OF 
bistarde, oustardc, both f. L avis tarda 
slow bird (the inappropriate adj. unex¬ 
plained) ] 

bu'stle1 (-si), v.i. & t. Bestir oneself; 
make show of activity, hurry about; 
make (others) hurry or work hard. [perh. 
var. of obs. buskle f. obs. busk prepare 
(O N btiask refl. of bda prepare cf. bound 5) ] 

bu'stle2 (-si), n. Excited activity, fuss. [f. 
prec. ] 

bu'stle3 (-si), n. Pad or frame puffing 
out top of woman’s skirt behind, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

busy1 (biz'I), a. & n. 1. Occupied, work¬ 
ing, engaged, with attention concen¬ 
trated, (~ in, with, at; also, prep, being 
dropped, with vbl n. now looking like 
part., as he was ~ packing); (of telephone 
line) engaged; unresting, ever employed, 
stirring, (~ as a bee); fussy, meddlesome, 
prying, mischievous; ~ idle(ness), spend¬ 
ing energy on trifles; ~-body, meddle¬ 
some person, mischief-maker. Hence 
buslLY2 (biz-) adv. 2. n. (si.). Detective. 
[OE bisig, ME bisi etc.; only E & MLG, 
MDu. besich (Du. bezig), of unkn. orig.] 

busy2 (biz'x), v.t. Occupy (esp. oneself, 
one’s hands, eyes, etc.), keep busy, (with, 
in, at, about, or with -ing, or abs.). [OE 
bisgian see prec. ] 

busyness (biz1), n. State or quality of 
being busy. [mod. form differentiated in 
spelling & pronunc. f. business] 

but1 (orig. adv. & prep. = outside, with¬ 
out; developed into conj., under which 
most mod. uses belong; but it is now 
adv., prep., negative rel. pron., subord. 
& co-ord. conj.; clear distinction of these 
is not here possible). 1. Only (she is ~ a 
child, I can ~ do it). 2. Except, if not, 
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short of, except that, if it were not that, 
short of the condition that, {they are all 
wrong — he, him; no one — me, J; never — 
once; he all — did it; what can he do — die; 
nothing would content him — I must come). 
3. Otherwise than {cannot choose —, cannot 
—, do it). 4. Who or that not {no one — 
knows that). 5. Without the result etc. 
that {never rains — it pours; justice was 
never done — someone complained). 6. 
Rather than so-&-so shall prove untrue 
{it shall go hard — I will get there; ten to 
one — it was you); that not {not such a 
fool ——also ~ that, — what—he can see 
that; it is impossible — that offences will 
came). 7. To say (that) not (not — 
that—also what—he believed it himself); 
— for this etc., were it not so, without 
this; ~ then, — on the other hand {it is 
hot, no doubt, — then the heat is dry). 8. 
(After neg.) that (Z don’t deny, doubt, — 
that). 9. On the contrary, nevertheless, 
however, on the other hand, moreover, 
yet. [OB be-utan, butan, buta (be-, out) 

outside, without, = OS biulan, OHG 
biiizan] 

but2, n., & v.t. An objection; (vb) utter, 
use, (~s;~ me no —s). [uses of prec. ] 

butadi'ene, n. (chem.). Gas used in 
making synthetic rubber, [f. buta(ne) 

+ni-2 + -ene ; see buna] 

but'ane, n. (chom.). Hydrocarbon of the 
methane series, [f. but(yr-) -f-ANE] 

butch'er1 (bob-), n. Slaughterer of ani¬ 
mals for food; dealer in meat {the —, the 
baker, the candlestick-maker, people of all 
trades); judge, general, etc., who has men 
killed needlessly or brutally; a salmon- 
-fly; —-bird, kind of shrike; —’s-broom, low 
spiny-leaved evergreen; —’smeat, exclud¬ 
ing poultry, game, & bacon etc. [ME 
bocher f. OF bochier {boc buck1) lit. dealer 
in goat’s flesh] 

butch'er2 (bdb-), v.t. Slaughter (people) 
wantonly or cruelly; ruin by bad reading 
or editing, damage by harsh criticism, [f. 
prec.] 

butch'erly (b6b-), a. Fit for, like, a 
butcher, coarse, brutal, bloody. [-LY1] 

butch'ery (bdb-), n. Shambles (in bar¬ 
racks, camp, ship, etc.); (attrib.) butcher’s 
trade (~ trade, business, etc.); needless or 
cruel slaughter of people, [f. OF boucherie 
(BUTCHER1, -Y1)] 

but'ler, n. Servant in charge of wine-cellar 
& plate etc. principal manservant. [ME, 
f. AF buteler, OF bouteillier, see bottle1, 
-er*(2)] 

butt1, n. Wine or ale cask (1 OS-140 gals); 
any barrel. [15th c. butt (AF but) f. OF 
bot (mod. botte) f. LL f. Gk bytis cask; 
see BOTTLE1] 

butt2, n. Thicker end, esp. of tool or 
weapon {give fish the turn ~ of rod 
towards him for firmer hold); trunk of 
tree just above ground; ~ or —end, rem¬ 
nant {—end also = thicker end); base of 
leaf-stalk; kinds of flat-fish, as sole. 

buttery 

plaice, turbot; hide of back & flanks 
trimmed to rectangle, thickest leather 
(cf. bend1); square end of plank meeting 
a similar end (also —-end). [ME, (a) f. 
MLG, MDu. butt (G butte) flat fish; see 
HALIBUT, turbot; (6) = LG but, Du. bot 
stumpy, Sw. but stump; see buttock] 

butt3, n. Mound behind target; grouse- 
-shooter’s stand screened by low turf or 
stone wall; (pi.) shooting-range; target; 
end, aim, object; object o/(ridicule etc.); 
object of teasing & ridicule. [14th c., f. 
OF but goal, of unkn. orig. ] 

butt4, v.i. & t., & n. Push (v. & n.) with 
the head {come — or full — against, run 
into; ~ in, fig., intervene, meddle); meet 
end to end (~ against, upon); come, place 
(timber etc.), with end flat against wall 
etc. [ME, f. OF boler f. WG *buttan 
sprout (cf. MDu. bolten strike, sprout) 
see button ; E senses partly infl. by abut, 
butt2] 

♦butte (but), n. Conspicuous isolated 
hill, esp. one with steep or cliff-like sides. 
[F, = knoll] 

butt'er1, n. Fatty substance made from 
cream by churning {look as if — would not 
melt in mouth, demure; melted —, sauce 
of ~, flour, etc.); kinds of substance of 
similar consistence or look, as ~ of al¬ 
monds ; fulsome flattery; —-&-eggs, kinds 
of plant with two yellows in flower, as 
toadflax; ~-bean, yellow-pod kind usu. 
cooked in the pod unsliced, wax-pod, 
(also) large dried haricot bean; —-boat, 
sauce-boat; '-‘-knife, blunt, of silver etc., 
for cutting ~; ~-scotch, kind of toffee; 
—'bur, plant with large soft leaves; —cup, 
kinds of yellow-flowered ranunculus; 
—-fingers, -fingered, (person) unable to 
hold things, esp. a catch at cricket; 
—milk, liquid left after churning ~; 
II ~ muslin, thin loosely woven cloth 
with fine mesh, used primarily as a 
wrapping for ~; —-nut, N.-Amer. oily 
nut (-tree); —-print, wooden stamp for 
marking ~; —wort, fleshy-leaved violet- 
-flowered bog-plant. Hence ~y2 a., 
~iNESS n. [OE butere, OS, OHG butera, 
WG f. L butyrum f. Gk bouturon] 

butt'er2, v.t. Spread, cook, sauce, with 
butter {fine words — no parsnips, mere 
professions are valueless); for other phrr. 
see bread) ; (also ~ up) flatter, [f. prec. ] 

II butt'erbump, n. = bittern, [see bump3] 

butt'erfly, n. & a. Diurnal erect-winged 
insect with knobbed antennae; showy 
or fickle (person), trifler; —nut, -screw 
(Mech.), with wings to be turned by 
thumb & finger; break1 ~ on wheel; 
(colloq.) butterflies (nervous tremors) in 
the stomach or tummy. [OE buttor-fleoge cf. 
Du. botervlieg] 

butt'erine (-en), n. Imitation butter of 
oleo-margarine & milk, [-ine1] 

butt'eris, n. Farrier’s tool for paring hoof. 
[cf. F boutoir & obs. E butter] 

butt'ery, n. Place in colleges etc. where 
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bread & ale, butter, etc., are kept; 
-hatch, half-door over which provisions 
are issued. [ME, = AF boterie butt-store, 
f. BUTT1 + -ERY; cf. ME botelerie = OF 
bouleillerie bottle-store] 

butt'ock1, n. Half of rump (usu. in pi.); 
manoeuvre in wrestling (usu. cross 
running-~, etc.); steak, — rumpsteak. 
[f. butt 2 + -ock, but recorded much earlier] 

butt'ock2, v.t. Throw by using buttock. 
[f. prec.] 

butt'on1, n. Knob or disc sewn to gar¬ 
ment to fasten it by passing through 
~hole, or for ornament (boy in ~s, page; 
take by the ~, detain, see ~hole below); 
bud; unopened mushroom; in plant 
names, as bachelor’s ~; knob, handle, 
catch, as in electric bell; small bar 
revolving on pivot as door-fastening; 
small rounded body; terminal knob (on 
foil, making it harmless; also as orna¬ 
ment) ; II ~-boot, fastened with ~s; ~liole, 
slit made to receive fastening ~, (fig.) 
small mouth, II flower(s) worn in ~hole, 
(vb) make ~holes (in), hold by a coat or 
waistcoat detain, (reluctant listener), 
whence butt'onholER1 n. [last sense by 
confusion with earlier ~-7ioM]; ~hook, for 
pulling ~ into place; —stick, appliance 
for —polishing. Hence (-)~ed2 (-nd), 
~less, aa., ~lesSNESS n. [ME, f. OF 
boton t. Rom. *bottonem f. *bottare f. WO 
*buttan sprout; see butt4 ] 

butt'on2, v.t. & i. Furnish with button(s); 
fasten (t. & i.) with buttons (often up); 
enclose within ~ed garment (person, or 
object carried with one; usu. up), [f. 
prec. ] 

butt'ons, n. Liveried page. [pi. of 
BUTTON 1 ] 

butt'ony, a. With many buttons. [-Y2] 
butt'ress, n., & v.t. Support built against 
wall etc. (flying ~); prop (lit. & fig.); — 
-like projection of hill; (vb) support (lit. 
& fig., often with up) with ~, by argu¬ 
ment, etc. [ME, f. OF (ars) bouterez (cf. 
mod. F arc-boutant) pi. of bouteret f. 
bovter butt4] 

butt'y, n. (Colloq.) mate, chum, com¬ 
panion; (Mining) middleman between 
mine-proprietor & miners; —gang (of 
men undertaking part of large job, shar¬ 
ing profits equally). [orig. unkn.] 

butyr-, butyro-, st. & comb, form of 
technical wds as butyrPcnovs, butjj'nc, 
butyroacct'ic; of butter, esp. in its ehom. 
aspect. 

bux'om, a. Plump, comely. Hence 
~NESS n. [earlier sense pliant; ME 
buhsurn f. st. of bugan bo w3 + -some ] 

buy (bi), v.t. (bought, pr. baud), & n. 1. 
Obtain by paying a (usu. money) price; 
serve to procure (money cannot ~); get by 
some sacrifice (dearly bought); gain over 
(person) by bribery etc.; I’ll ~ it (si.), 
I give it up, I don’t know (in reply to a 
riddle or question); ~ in, ~ a stock of, 
withdraw at auction by naming higher 

by 
price than highest offered; ~ into, ~ 
stock or shares in (the Funds or a 
company); ~ off, get rid by payment of 
(claim, claimant, blackmailer); ~ out, 
pay person to give up post, property, 
etc.; ~ over, bribe; ~ up, ~ as much as 
possible of, absorb (other firm etc.) by 
purchase; ~ a pig in a poke, commit oneself 
inconsiderately. Hence ~'able a., ~'er1 
n., (esp.) agent who selects & purchases 
stock for a large shop etc. (~ers’ market, 
one in which goods are plentiful & low 
prices favour ~ers). 2. n. A purchase (a 
good ~, a bargain). [OE byegan, OS 
buggian, ON byggja, Goth bugjan of unkn. 
orig. ] 

buz(z)1, int. = Stale news! 
buzz2, v.i. & t. Make humming sound; 
signal with buzzer; move, hover, about 
(person or abs.) annoyingly like blue¬ 
bottle; (si.) go off or away quickly; (of a 
company or place) sound confusedly; 
circulate (t. & i. of rumour etc.); utter by 
speaking together (~ applause); throw 
hard (~ stones); interfere with by flying 
very close to (aircraft), [imit. ] 

buzz3, n. Hum of bee etc.; sound of 
people talking, stir, general movement; 
•circular saw. [f. prec. ] 

buzz4, n. Downy beetle, fishing-fly like 
it. [perh. as expressive, cf. Fuzzy & obs. 
buzz (large bushy) wig] 

II buzz5, v.t. Finish (bottle of wine), [orig. 
unkn. ] 

buzz'ard, n. Kinds of raptorial (bald ~ or 
osprey, honey moor ~, etc.). [ME, f. 
OF busard, alt. f. buson f. L buteonem 
falcon + -ard ] 

buzz'er, n. In vbl senses; esp. steam- 
-whistle, (also) electric buzzing-machine 
for sending signals, (army si.) signaller. 
[BUZZ2, -ER1] 

bwa'na (-ah-), n. (Africa). Master, sir. 
[Swahili] 

by1, prep. & adv. 1. prep, (bi, sometimes 
bi). Near, at or to side of, in postal 
district of, about person or in possession 
of, in company of, in region of, slightly 
inclining to, (Bromley-by-Bow, Coniston- 
-by-Anibleside; come here by me; stand by, 
be faithful to, help; abide by, accept, 
observe; have not got it by me; come by, 
obtain; by oneself, alone; North by East, 
between N & NNE; by the head, stern, 
deeper in water there; by land & sea, 
adventures by flood & field). 2. Along, in 
passing along, through, via, avoiding, 
passing, out-stripping, (by nearest road; 
by the way, as one goes, parenthetically; 
so by the by, esp. as formula introducing 
digression; travel by Bale, Paris; pass 
him by, go by him). 3. During, in the 
circumstances of, (by day, night, daylight; 
by the space of, biblical for during). 4. 
Through the agency, means, instru¬ 
mentality, or causation, of, owing to, in 
such a manner, with, (by oneself, without 
help or prompting; know, say, by heart ; 
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multiply, divide, by; 3 ft by 2 ft) lead by 
the hand; set by the ears, egg on to quarrel; 
go, be known, by the name of-; what 
do you mean by that?; travel by rail; 

~ by all, no, means; live by bread,; do it by 
one’s deputy; have children by such a 
father, mother; authorized, hanged, made, 
by; no gas to read by; case goes by default; 
begin, end, by-ing; by way of a joke; 
be by way of knowing everybody, profess or 
be supposed to; cautious by nature; by 
cheque, £6. 5. 4, in Cr entries; by chance; 
by dint of; by reason of). 5. As soon as, not 
later than, (by now, next week, tomorrow, 
the time—with or oftener without—that); 
according to, after, from, (by rote; by 
right; by rights, if right were done; take 
warning, example, by; by your leave; 
judge by appearances; sell, buy, by retail, 
measure, the yard, packet). 6. With succes¬ 
sion of, succeeding, (by degrees, by hun¬ 
dreds, man by man, little by little). 7. To 
the extent of (missed by a foot, loo moral 
by half, better by far,much). 8. Concerning, 
in respect of, (do one’s duty by; French by 
blood, Jones by name; pull up by the roots). 
9. As surely as I believe in (by God; swear 
by all one holds sacred; swear by vegetarian¬ 
ism, declare complete belief in it). 10. 
adv. (hi). Near (stand by, be inactive, 
also be ready for action, esp. Naut.). 
11. Aside, in reserve, (put, lay, set, by, 
abandon or store up). 12. Past (they 
marched by; all that is gone by). 13. ~ & 
large, on the whole, everything con¬ 
sidered, (orig. Naut., to the wind & 
off it). [OE bi, bi, be, OS, OHG in, bi, 
Goth, bi; in OE the prep, was occas. be; 
in mod. E the adv. is always by, the prep, 
usu. by occas. bjj, & the pref. either by- 
or BE-] 

by2, bye, a. Subordinate, incidental, 
secondary, side, out-of-the-way, secret, 
as by(e) road, the by(e) effects, a by(e) con¬ 
sideration; ~-election. [by adv. used 
attrib.; often hyphened with norm; usu. 
by when this is done, & bye as sep. wd] 

by3, n. = bye (-e usu. exc. in by the by). 
by-, the prep., adv., or adj. by in composi¬ 
tion. In mod. use chiefly (1) with adj. 
force; it may be written as separate wd 
(by path or bye path), hyphened (by-path), 
or, if the combination is often used, as 
one wd with the other (bypath); (2) with 
adv. force, as in bystander, bygone. 

by' and by', adv. & n. Before long, pre¬ 
sently; (n.) the future, [prob. f. by prep, 
denoting succession (one by one etc.)] 

by-blow (-6), n. Side blow at someone 
else than the main opponent; bastard 
child, [by a.] 

bye, n. Something subordinate (by the by 
or bye, incidentally, parenthetically); 
(Cricket) run scored for ball that passes 
batsman and wicket-keeper, leg-~, for 
one that touches batsman; (Golf) hole(s) 
remaining after decision of match & 
played as a new game; (in games where 

competitors are paired off) odd man, 
being odd man. [by1 asm] 

bye'-bye \ n. (Nursery word for) sleep, 
bed. [sound used in lullabies of. hushaby, 
lullaby, bye baby bunting] 

bye-bye'2, int. = Good-bye. [colloq. & 
childish clipping of good-bye ] 

by-end, n. Side or secret purpose, [by a.] 
by'gone (-aw-), a. & n. Past, departed; 
antiquated; (pi. n.) the past, past offences 
(let ~s be ~s, forgive & forget), [by adv. ] 

by-lane, n. See by-. 
by-law, bye-law (bil-), n. Regulation 
made by local authority or corporation, as 
town or railway company, [prob. f. obs. 
byrlaw local custom (ON bljjar genit. sing, 
of byr, OE by town, cf. Derby etc.), but 
associated with BY a. ] 

by-name, n. Secondary name, sobriquet; 
nickname, [by a.] 
oy'pass (-ah-), n., & v.t. 1. Secondary 
gas-jet always alight from which main 
jet is lit when wanted. 2. Road usu. 
passing round, or through outskirts of, 
town etc., & designed to relieve traffic 
congestion by providing an alternative 
route for through traffic. 3. v.t. Furnish 
with a~, make detour round (town etc.), 
also fig. [by a. ] 

by'past (-ah-), a. Gone by, elapsed, [by 
adv.] 

by'path (-ah-), n. Retired path (lit., & fig. 
as ~s of history), [by a.] 

by'play, n. Action apart from the main 
course of events; esp., dumb show of 
minor characters on stage, [by a. ] 

by-product, n. Thing produced inciden¬ 
tally in manufacturing something else. 
[by a.] 

byre, n. Cow-house. [OE byre perh. 
cogn. w. bur bower1] 

by-road, n. Little-frequented road, [by a.] 
byss'lus, n. Fine ancient textile fibre & 
fabric of flax; tuft of silky filaments by 
w'hieh some molluscs adhere to rock. 
Hence ~a'ceotjs, ~al, -dF'ERons, ~ine2, 
~oid, aa. [L, f. Gk bussos] 

by'stander, n. Spectator, [by adv.] 
by'street, n. Out-of-the-way street. 

[by a.] 
by-way, n. Secluded road or track (often 

highway & ~); short cut; less known 
department of any subject, [by a. ] 

by'word (-wdrd), n. Proverb; person, 
place, etc. taken as type of some (usu. 
bad) quality (esp. a ~ for iniquity etc.). 
[by a.] 

byfwork (-wdik), n. Work done by the 
way, at leisure moments, [by a. ] 

Byzan't|Ine, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of 
Byzantium or Constantinople (~ine 
historians, of Eastern Empire from Cth to 
15th c.); of the style in architecture etc. 
developed in the Eastern Empire (round 
arch, cross, dome, circle, mosaic). Hence 
~inESQUE' (-Ssk) a., ~xniSM n., ~miZE(4) 
v.t. [f. LL Byzantinus f. L f. Gk Buzan- 
tion] 
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C 
C (se), letter (pi. Cs, C’s, Cees). C springs, 
see ceb. (Mus.) first note of natural major 
scale. (In argument) third hypothetical 
person or thing. (Alg.) third known 
quantity. 

Caaba (kah'aba), n. Sacred building at 
Mecca, Mohammedan Holy of Holies 
containing the black stone. [Arab. 
ka'bah] 

cab, n., & v.i. (-bb-). (Go in a) hackney 
carriage or taxi; driver’s shelter on loco¬ 
motive ; ~’man, driver of ~; || rank, 
row of ~s on stand, where ~s are 
authorized to wait; || —runner, -tout, men 
earning pay by fetching, or unloading 
luggage from, ~s. Hence ~'less a. [short 
for CABRIOLET ] 

cabal', n., & v.i. (-11-). (Join in a) secret 
intrigue; clique, faction; (hist.) the C~, 
‘Committee for Foreign Affairs’ under 
Charles II, esp. Clifford, Arlington, Buck¬ 
ingham, Ashley, & Lauderdale (1672), 
precursor of modern Cabinet. Hence 

■—1'er 1 n. [f. F cabale(r) f. med. L cabala 
cabbala; not f. initials of Clifford etc., 
being quoted from 1646] 

caballer'o (-yar'o), n. (pi. ~s). A Spanish 
gentleman. [Sp.; see cavalier] 

cab'aret (-a), n. French tavern; (in 
England, U.S., etc.) entertainment pro¬ 
vided in restaurant etc. while guests are 
at table. [F] 

cabb'age, n. Kinds of cultivated vege¬ 
table with round heart or head; sea ~, 
sea kale ; ~ butterfly, ~ white, large white 
or small white; ~-net, for boiling~ in; ~- 
-rose, double red rose with large compact 
round flower; ~-<ree, various trees, esp. 
certain palms with terminal bud eaten 
like~. [15th c. cabache, -oche f. caboche, 
head, Picard form of OF caboce, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

cab(b)'al|a, n. Jewish oral tradition; 
mystic interpretation, esoteric doctrine, 
occult lore. Hence ~ism(3), ~ist(2), nn., 
~is'tic a., ~is'tiCALLY adv. [med. L, f. 
Heb. qabbalah tradition] 

cabb'y, n. (oolloq.). Cab-driver. [-Y3] 

cab'er, n. Roughly trimmed pine-trunk 
used in Sc. Highland sport of tossing the 
~. [f. Gael, cabar pole] 

cab'in, n., & v.t. Small rude dwelling; 
room or compartment in ship for sleeping 
or eating in, officer’s or passenger’s room; 
~-boy, waiting on officers or passengers; 
~ cruiser, power-driven vessel with ~ & 
living accommodation; (vb, chiefly in 
p.p.) confine in small space, cramp. [ME 
& OF cabane f. LL (Gaulish) capanna] 

cab'inet, n. & a. 1. Small private room, 
closet; case with drawers etc. for keeping 
valuables or displaying curiosities. 2. 
II (Pol.) council-room of inner circle of 
ministers controlling Government policy; 
those ministers collectively; ~ council, 

cachalot 

one of their meetings; II C~ Minister, one 
of them; || ~ crisis, difficulties involving 
change of government or resignation of 
some member(s) of ~; shadow ~ (formed 
by Opposition leaders from prospective 
holders of portfolios). 3. II ~ edition, 
between library & popular in cost etc.; 
II ~ photograph, size larger than carte-de- 
-visite; ~ pudding, made of sponge-cakes, 
eggs, milk, etc.; ~-mafcer, -making, skilled 
joiner, joinery, (also of prime minister 
forming new government), [cabin + -et \ 
influenced also by F cabinet] 

ca'ble1, n. Strong thick rope (Naut., 10 
in. or more in circumf., cf. cablet, haw¬ 

ser) of hemp or wire strands; (Naut.) 
rope or chain of anchor, (as measure) 100 
fathoms; submarine or underground line 
containing insulated wires, also = cable¬ 

gram ; (Archit. & goldsmith’s work) rope- 
-shaped ornament; ~-car, one moved by 
an endless ~; ~-laid rope, of three triple 
strands; ~ railway, tramway, one along 
which carriages are drawn by an endless 
~. [ME, OF cable f. LL capxdum halter] 

ca'ble3, v.t. & i. Furnish, fasten, with 
cable; (Archit.) fill lower part of flutings 
of (column) with convex mouldings; 
transmit (message), communicate, inform 
(person), by cable. [16th c., f. prec.] 

ca'blegram (-lg-), n. Message by sub¬ 
marine cable. [CABLE 1 -f- -GRAM ] 

ca'blet, n. Cable-laid rope under 10 in. in 
circumference. [16th c.,-et1] 

cabdbs’, n. pi. Meat cooked in small 
pieces with ginger, garlic, etc. [Arab. 
kabab] 

c&bochSn’ (-sh-), n. Gem polished but 
not shaped or faceted; en~, (of a gem) so 
treated, [f. F caboche; see cabbage ] 

caboo'dle, n. (si.). The whole ~, all the 
lot (persons or things). [U.S., of unkn. 
orig.; cf. boodle] 

caboose', n. Cooking-room on ship’s 
deck; ‘guard’s van or car on goods train 
for workmen etc. [f. earlier Du. cabuse 
(combuse, cf. G kabiise, kombiise, F cam- 
buse) mod. Du. kabuis, kombuis, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

cab'otage, n. Coasting-trade; reservation 
to a country of ground & surface & air 
traffic within its territory. [F, f. caboter 
to coast, of unkn. orig.] 

cab'riole, n. & a. Kind of curved leg 
characteristic of Queen Anne & Chippen¬ 
dale furniture (often attrib.). [as foil., 
from resemblance to goat’s foreleg] 

cabriolet' (-la), n. Light two-wheeled 
hooded one-horse chaise; motor-car 
with fixed sides & folding top. [F, f. 
cabriole goat’s leap ; see capriole] 

ca’cann'y (kah-). See canny. 

caca'o, n. & a. Seed of tropical Amcr. 
tree, giving cocoa & chocolate; the tree 
(also ~-tree). [Sp., f. Mex. caca(uatl 
tree)] 

cach'alot (-shalot, -shalo), n. Kinds of 
whale with teeth in lower jaw, esp. 
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common ~, sperm whale. [F, f. Sp., Pg. 
cachalote; ult. orig. unkn. ] 

cache (kash), n., & v.t. Hiding-place for 
treasure, provisions, ammunition, etc., 
esp. as used by explorers; the hiding 
(make a ~) or stores hidden; (vb) place 
in ~. [F, f. cacher to hide] 

cachec'tic (-k-), a. Of, suffering from, 
cachexy, [f. L f. Gk kakhektiklos; cf. F 
cachectique] 

cach’d (-sha), n. Stamp (fig.), distin¬ 
guishing mark, internal evidence of 
authenticity; (Med.) small case (made 
of gelatine etc.) enclosing dose of (nause¬ 
ous) medicine. [F, f. cacher press] 

cachex'y (-k-), n. Ill-conditioned state of 
body or mind. [f. LL cachexia f. Gk 
kakhexia (caco- -i-hexis habit); ef. F 
cachexie] 

cach'inn|ate (-k-), v.i. Laugh loudly. So 
~a'tion n., ~at0RY a. [f. L cachinnare, 
-ATE3] 

cach'olong, n. Kind of opal. [f. Kal¬ 
muck kaschtscliilon beautiful stone] 

cach'ou (-shoo), n. = catechu ; pill used 
by smokers to sweeten breath. [F, f. 
Malay kachu; see catechu ] 

cachu'cha (-00-), n. A Spanish solo dance. 
[Sp.] 

cacique' (-sek), n. W.-Indian & Amer.- 
-Indiannative chief; (Spanish pol.) politi¬ 
cal boss. Hence caciqu'isii (-sek-) n., 
local government on Tammany lines. 
[Sp., f. Haytian] 

cac'kl|e, v.i. & t., & n. (Make) clucking of 
hen after laying; (indulge in) glib noisy 
inconsequent talk; boast; chuckle; ~e 
out etc., say ~ingly. Hence ~er1 n. 
[ME cakelen; imit., cf. Du. kakelen, G 
(lackeln] 

caco-, comb, form of Gk kakos bad, 
found in some wds taken direct or 
through L (& F) f. Gk; & prefixed in med. 
terms ( = disease of, as cacophthalmia eye- 
-disease, or mol-, as cacomorphia mal¬ 
formation) usu. to Gk components, rarely 
to L as cacodorous ill-smelling, 

cacodem'on, -aem'on, n. Evil spirit; 
malignant person, [f. Gk kakodaimon 
(prec. + daimon spirit)] 

cac'odyl, n. Stinking poisonous com¬ 
pound of arsenic & methyl. Hence caco- 
dyl'ic a. [Gk kakodes stinking (caco- + 
od- root of ozo to smell) + -yl] 

caco'epy, n. Bad pronunciation (cf. ortho¬ 

epy). [f. Gk CAC0(epeia f. epos word, 
see -y1)] 

cacoeth’cs (-ez), n. Ill habit, itch for do¬ 
ing something unadvisable, usu. in scri- 
bendi ~, scribbling-mania. [f. L f. Gk 
kakoethes neut. adj. (caco - +ethos disposi¬ 
tion)] 

cacog'raphy, n. Bad handwriting or 
spelling. Hence cacoG'RAPHER n., caco- 
graph'ic(al) aa. [caco-, after orthography] 

cacol'ogy, n. Bad choice of words or pro¬ 
nunciation. [f. LL f. Gk kakologia vitu¬ 
peration (caco-, -logy)] 

cacoon , n. Largo flat polished bean of 
tropical shrub with 0-8 ft pods. [African? ] 

cacoph'onous, a. Ill-sounding, [f. Gk 
kakophonos (as foil.) +-0US] 

cacdph'ony, n. Ill sound (cf. euphony); 
discord (fit. & fig.), [f. Gk kakophonia 
(caco-, phone sound, see -Y1)] 

cac'tlus, n. Kinds of succulent plant with 
thick fleshy stem, usu. no leaves, & 
clusters of spines. Hence ~a'ceo us (-shws), 
~al, ~old, aa. [L, f. Gk kaktos cardoonj 

cacum'inal, a. (phonet.). (Of sounds) 
produced with the tip of the tongue 
inverted or curled upwards towards the 
hard palate, [f. L cacumen -minis top, 
extremity+ -al] 

cad, n. Person of low manners; person 
guilty or capable of ungentlomanly con¬ 
duct, blackguard, whence ~d'iSH1 a.; 
(obs.) hanger-on employed about (esp. 
school & college) games; (obs.) omnibus 
conductor, [abbr. of cadet] 

cadas'tral, a. Of, showing, the extent, 
value, & ownership, of land for taxation 
(esp. ~ survey). [F, f. cadastre f. mod. Pr. 
cadastro f. It. catast(r)o, earlier catastico 
f. late Gk kataslikhon list, register] 

cadave'rlc, a. (med. & physiol.). Charac¬ 
teristic of a corpse, [f. L cadaver + -ic ] 

cadav'erous, a. Corpse-like; deadly pale. 
[f. L cadaverosus (cadaver corpse)+ -OUS] 

cadd'Ie, n. Golf-player’s attendant for 
carrying clubs etc. [f. F cadet cadet ] 

cadd'is, -ice, n. Larva of mayfly etc., 
living in water & making cylindrical ease 
of hollow stems etc., used as bait; also 
<—bait, -worm, [also cad, cad-, cod-bait, of 
tmkn. orig.] 

cadd'y, n. (Also tea—) small box for 
holding tea. [f. Malay kali weight = 
li lb.] 

cad'ence, n. Rhythm; measured move¬ 
ment, esp. of sound; fall of voice, esp. at 
end of period; intonation; close of musi¬ 
cal phrase. Hence (-)cad'encED2 (-st) a. 
[F, f. It. cadenza f. pop. L *cadentia; see 
chance1 ] 

cad'ency, n. Descent of younger branch, 
cadetship, [as prec.,-ency] 

cadSn’sa (-tsa), n. (mus.). Flourish of 
voice or instrument at close of movement. 
[It.J 

cadet', n. Younger son; student in naval 
or military or air force college, whence 
~SHIP n.; ~ corps, company of schoolboys 
receiving elementary military training, 
[f. F cadet f. I5th-c. Gascon capdet — 
Prov. capdel f. LL capitellum dim. of L 
caput head = little chief] 

cadge, v.i. & t. Go about peddling or beg¬ 
ging ; get by begging, [etym. tmkn. ] 

cadg'er, n. Carrier; itinerant dealer in 
eggs, butter, etc., between remote farms 
& towns; street hawker; beggar, loafer. 
[-ER1] 

cad't (kah-, ka-), n. Civil judge, usu. of 
town etc., among Turks, Arabs, Persians, 
[f. Arab, qadif. qada judge] 
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Cadme'an. Sec victory, [f. L f. Gk 
Kadmcios + -an ] 

cad'mium, n. Bluish-white metal re¬ 
sembling tin; ~-yellow, intense yellow 
pigment. Hence cadmiu'EROUS, cad'mic, 
aa. ft. obs. cadmia calamine f. L f. Gk 
kadmia (ge) Cadmean (earth), -ium] 

cadre (kah'dr), n. Framework, scheme; 
(Mil.) permanent establishment of unit 
forming nucleus for expansion at need. 
[F, f. It. quadro f. L quadrus square] 

cadu'ceus, n. (pi. -el). Ancient herald’s 
wand, esp. as carried by messenger-god 
Hermes or Mercury. [L, f. Gk karukion 
(kerux herald)] 

cadu'city, n., caduc'ous, a. Fleeting 
(nature); perishable(ness); (Zool. & Bot., 
of organs & parts) falling off (n. & a.) 
when work is done. [n. thr. F cadueild 
(-ty), a. f. L caducus falling (cadcre fall) + 
-ous] 

caec'jum (so-), n. (pi. -ca). The blind gut, 
first part of largo intestine in mammals 
etc.; any tube with closed end. Hence 
~al, ~iroRM, aa., ~aliY2 adv., ~it'is n. 
[L, toaintestinum caecum f. caccas blind] 

Caesarusez'ar), n. Roman Emperor from 
Augustus to Hadrian; heir presumptive 
of later Roman Emperor; (loosely) any 
Roman Emperor; an autocrat; the civil 
power (Matt. xxii. 21); ~’s wife, person 
required to be above suspicion. [L, 
family name of C. Julius] 

Caesa'rean, -ian, (siz-), a. & n. Of Caesar 
or the Caesars, imperial; ~ birth, opera¬ 
tion, delivery of child by cutting walls of 
abdomen (from the improbablo belief that 
Julius was so delivered); (n.) adherent of 
Caesar or an autocratic system, [f. L 
Caesarianus see -ban ] 

Caes'arism, -ist, (sez-), nn. (Believer in) 
autocracy. (-ism(3), -ist(2)) 

caes'ious (sez-), a. (bot.). Bluish or grey¬ 
ish green, [f. L caesius + -ous] 

caes'lum (sez-), n. (chem.). An alkali- 
-metal. [as prec. f. its spectrum lines ] 

caesur'la (siz-), n. (Cl. prosody) break 
between words within a metrical foot; 
(Eng. prosody) pause about middle of 
line. Hence ~al a. [L (caedere caes- cut, 
-URE) ] 

cafeL (kaf'a), n. Coffee-house, restaurant 
(esp. foreign; ~ chanlant (see Ap.), with 
music & entertainments, often in open 
air). [F, = coffee(-house)] 

cafe1 (kafa'), n. Coffee; ~ au tail (6 la), with 
milk; ~ noir (nwahr), without milk. [F] 

•cafeter'ia, n. Restaurant in which cus¬ 
tomers fetch what they want from the 
counters. [Sp., = coffee-shop] 

caffe'ic, a. (chem.). Of coffee (esp. ~ acid). 
[f. F cafdigue, see prec., -ic] 

caff'iine (-en), n. Vegetable alkaloid 
found in coffee & tea plants, [f. F 
cafdine (care2, -ine5)] 

Caffre. See kafir. 
caf'tan (also kaftahn'), n. Eastern long 
under-tunic with waist girdle. Hence 

~ed2 (-nd) a. [f. Turk, kaftan (in earlier 
use thr. F) ] 

cage, n., & v.t. Fixed or portable prison, 
of wire or barred, esp. for birds or beasts 
or prisoners of war; prison (lit. or fig.); 
(Mining) frame for hoisting & lowering 
cars; open framework of various kinds; 
(vb) place or keep in ~. [ME, f. OF f. L 
cavea] 
•ca'gey (-ji), a. Shrewd; not forthcoming, 
unapproachable, self-contained. Hence 
ca'gixY2 adv. [orig. uncert. ] 

•cahoot (ko-hdot'), n. (si.). Company, 
partnership; go ~s, go shares; in ~s, in 
collusion, [prob. f. F cahule cabin] 

caiman. See cayman. 

Cain, n. Fratricide, murderer; raise ~, 
make a disturbance. [Gen. iv] 

cainozo'ic (kin-), a. (geol.). Of the third 
geological period (= tertiary, cf. palaeo¬ 
zoic, mesozoic). [f. Gk kainos new +zoon 
animal (cf. zoo-) + -ic ] 

caique (ka-6k'), n. Light Bosporan row- 
-boat; Levantine sailing-ship. [F, f. Turk. 
kaik ] 

cairn, n. Pyramid of rough stones as 
memorial, sepulchre, landmark, etc.; 
(also ~ terrier) small short-legged long- 
-bodied shaggy-conted terrier (from its 
being used to hunt among ~s). [f. Gael. 
cam] 

cairngorm', n. (Also ~ stone) yellow or 
wine-coloured semi-precious stone, 
[found on C~, Scotch mountain (Gael. 
cam gorm blue cairn) ] 

caiss'on, n. Ammunition chest or wagon; 
large watertight case open at bottom, 
from which water is kept out by air 
pressure, used in laying foundations 
under water; boat-shaped vessel used as 
dock gate; ~ disease (of workers in com¬ 
pressed air, as in ~s etc.). [F (caisse f. L 
capsa CASE2, -00N)] 

cait'iff, n. & a. (poet. & arch.). Base, 
despicable, (person); coward(ly). [ME, f. 
ONF caitiff. L captivus captive] 

cajolle', v.t. Persuade or soothe by 
battery, deceit, etc. (also ~e person into 
doing, out of, something; or~e something 
out of person). Hence ~e'MENT (-1m-), 
~'er1, ~'ery(4), nn., ~'ingLY2 adv. [f. F 
cajoler of uncert. orig. ] 

cake, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Small fiattish loaf 
of bread (arch., as in King Alfred & the 
~s); thin oaten bread (Sc. & north.; also 
oa<~; land of ~s, Scotland); (usu. Eng. 
sense) bread with other ingredients be¬ 
sides flour, as currants, spice, eggs, sugar 
—the substance (~) or (a ~) a portion of 
it baked in a thick disc or ornamental 
shape—; fiattish compact mass of other 
food (/is/t-~, pan 1-~) or of any' compressed 
substance (~ of soap, ivax, tobacco); ~s 
& ale, merry-making; ~-walk, kinds of 
dance developed from Negro contest in 
graceful walking with ~ for prize; a piece 
of~ (colloq.), something easy or pleasant; 
take the carry off the honours; cannot 
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eat your ~ anil have it, cannot enjoy 
the two alternatives; hence cak'Y2 a. 
2. v.t. & i. Form into compact ilattish 
mass. [ME, prob. f. ON kaka (cf. OHG 
kuocho)} 

calabar' bean, n. Poisonous seed of 
African climbing plant yielding an ex¬ 
tract valuable in medicine & surgery. 
[Calabar on W. coast of Africa] 

cal'abash, n. Kinds of gourd whose shell 
serves for holding liquid; fruit of Ameri¬ 
can ~-tree, so used; pipe etc. made from 
these or of like shape, [f. F calebasse f. 
Sp. calabaea, Sicil. caravazza, perh. f. 
Pers. kharbuz melon] 

cal'aber, -ar, n. Fur of grey squirrel. 
[ME, f. med. L calabris, calebrum f. 
Calabria] 

‘calaboose' (-z), n. Common prison, lock- 
-up. [f. Sp. calabozo dungeon] 

calaman'co, n. Glossy Flemish woollen 
stuff much used in 18th c. [etym. unkn.; 
cf. Du. kalamink, F calmande] 

calaman'der, n. Hard cabinet wood of 
Ceylon & India, [etym. unkn. ] 

cal'amary, n. Kinds of cuttlefish with 
pen-shaped internal shell, [f. L cala- 
marius (calamus pen, -ary1)] 

cal'amine, n. A zinc ore found in Eng¬ 
land. [F, f. med. L calamina alt. f. L 
caclmia cadmium] 

cal'amint, n. Kinds of aromatic herb. 
[ME, f. OF calament ult. f. Gk Jcalaminthe] 

cal'amite, n. Fossil plant allied to mare’s 
tail. [f. L calamus reed -4- -ite 1(2) ] 

calam'itous, a. Marked by, causing, 
calamity. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. F cala- 
miteux or L calamitosus see foil., & 
-ITOUS] 

calam'ity, n. Adversity, deep distress; 
grievous disaster, [f. F calamity f. L cala- 
mitatem (-TY)] 

cal&n'do, mus. direction. Diminish tone 
& pace gradually. [It.] 

calash', n. 1. Light low-wheeled carriage 
with removable folding hood; carriage 
hood. 2. (hist.). Woman’s hooped silk 
hood. [f. F caliche f. Slav. (Czech kolisa 
etc.)] 

calc- comb. form=lime; ~-sintcr, crystal¬ 
line deposit from lime-springs; ~-spar, 
crystallized carbonate of lime; ~-luff, 
porous calcareous deposit, [f. G kalk f. L 
calx -cis] 

calcar'eous, -lous, a. Of, containing, 
carbonate of lime or limestone. Hence 
calcar'eo-, comb. form. [f. L calcarius 
(calc-, -ary x) -]- -ous; first spelling wrong 
but usu. ] 

calceolar'ia, n. Kinds of plant with 
slipper-shaped flower, [f. L calceolus 
dim. of ccilceus shoe, -ARY1] 

cal'ceolate, a. (bot.). Slipper-shaped, [as 
prec., -ate2] 

cal'cic, a. Of calcium. [-IC] 
calcif'erous, a. Yielding carbonate of 
lime. [f. L calx -cis lime, + -ferous] 

cal'clify, v.t. & i. Convert, be converted, 

into lime; replace by lime; harden by 
deposit of salts of lime; petrify. Hence 
~ir'ic a., ~1fica'tion n. [as prec. + -ey] 

cal'cimine, n., & v.t. White or tinted 
wash for ceilings & walls; (vb) distemper 
with ~. [P; f. L calx -cis lime + factitious 
ending] 

cal'cin|e, v.t. & i. Reduce to quicklime 
or friable substance by roasting or burn¬ 
ing ; desiccate; refine by consuming 
grosser part; burn to ashes; (intr.) suffer 
these processes. Hence ~a'tion, ~er’(2), 

nn. [ME, f. OF calciner or med.L calcinare 
f. LL calcina lime] 

cal'clte, n. Native carbonate of lime. [f. 
L calx -cis lime +-ite1] 

cal'cium, n. Chemical element, greyish 
white metal, the basis of lime (in many 
compd terms, as ~ chloride). Hence 
cal'cio- comb. form, [as prec. +-IUM] 

cal'cullable, a. That may bo reckoned, 
measured, computed, or relied upon. 
Hence ~aBiL'iTY n. [f. as foil. + -able] 

cal'cul|ate, v.t. & i. Compute (w. noun or 
clause, or abs.) by figures Rating-machine, 
that does sums automatically); ascertain 
beforehand (event, date, etc.) by exact 
reckoning; plan deliberately (t. & i., esp. 
in intr. part. & p.p.= cold-blooded, self¬ 
ish) ; (usu. pass.) arrange, adapt, (conduct, 
apparatus, etc.) for (purpose), to (do); (in 
p.p.) fit, suitable, to do; rely upon; 
*(colloq.) suppose, believe. Hence ~ative 

a. [f. LL calculare (calculus), -ate3] 
calcula'tion, n. (Result got by) reckon¬ 
ing; forecast. [ME, f. OF f. LL calcula- 
tionem (prec., -ation)] 

calculator, n. In vbl senses; also: set of 
tables for use in calculation; calculating- 
-machine. [L (calculate, -or)] 

cal'culous, a. Of, suffering from, stone or 
calculus, [f. L calculosus (foil., -ous)] 

cal'culus, n. (pi. -li, in math, sense freq. 
~es). 1. (med.). Stone, concretion in 
some part of body (renal etc. ~ f. the 
particular part; uric acid etc. ~ f. its 
composition). 2. (math.). Particular 
method of calculation, as differential, in¬ 
tegral, ~. [L, = small stone (-ule) used in 
reckoning on abacus] 

caldar'lum, n. (archaeol.). Roman hot 
bath room. [L, f. calidus hot, see -ary1] 

caldron. See cauldron. 

caldera (kahldar'a), n. (geoh). Deep 
cauldron-like cavity on summit of vol¬ 
cano^ [Sp., = cauldron] 

Caledon'ian, a. & n. (Native) of ancient 
Scotland (also used in mod. titles of clubs 
etc., & joc.=Scotch or Scot), [f. L Cale¬ 
donia northern Britain, -an] 

calefa'cient (-shent), a. & n. (Medical 
agent) producing warmth, [f. L cale- 
facere (calere be warm, facere make), -ent, 
-ant] 

calefac'tory, a. & n. Producing warmth; 
(Archaeol.) warm room in monastery, [f. 
LL calefactorius see prec., -tory] 

cal'endar1, n. System by which begin- 
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ning, length, & subdivision, of civil year 
are fixed, esp. the Gregorian ~, used in 
Engl, from 1752; JULIAN ~; table(s) with 
months, weeks, & festivals etc., of a given 
year, or with dates important for certain 
classes, as Gardener’s ~; register, list, esp. 
of canonized saints, prisoners for trial, 
or documents chronologically arranged 
with summaries; ~ month. [ME, f. AF 
calender, (OF -ier), f. L calendarium 
account-book (calends, -ah2)] 

cal'endar2, v.t. Register, enter in fist; 
arrange, analyse, & index (documents), 
whence ~eh1 n. [15th c., f. prec.] 

cal'ender1, v.t., & n. Press (cloth, paper, 
etc.) in a ~ or roller-machine to smooth 
it; steam mangle; (arch.) person who ~s. 
Hence cal'endRY n. [f. F calendre(r), f. 
med. L ca-, celendra, corr. of L f. Gk 
kulindros) 

c&l'ender2, n. Mendicant dervish in 
Turkey or Persia, [f. Pers. qalandar] 

cal'ends, k-, n. pi. First of month in 
Roman calendar; on the Greek C~, never. 
[ME, f. L kalendae, acc. -as, or OF 
calendes] 

cal'enture, n. Tropical fever or delirium 
in which sailors etc. leap into sea. [F, f. 
Sp. calentura fever f. part. st. of L. calere 
be hot, -ure] 

calf1 (kahf), n. (pi. -ves). Young of bovine 
animal, esp. domestic cow, for first year 
(cow in, with, ~, pregnant; slip her ~, 
sutler abortion); golden ~, wealth as ob¬ 
ject of worship (Ex. xxxii); stupid fellow; 
moon-~; child (so ~-love, childish love 
affair); (also ~s/an)=~-leather, esp. in 
bookbinding (~-bound) & shoemaking 
(willow superior brown leather used in 
shoemaking); young of elephant, whale, 
deer, etc.; sea—, seal; (Naut.) floating 
piece of ice; ~-lcnee, knock-knee; ||~’s 
teeth, milk teeth; calves-foot jelly. Hence 
~'HOOD n., ~'ish1(1) a. [OE cself, OS calf, 
OHG chalb, ON kalfr, Goth, kalbo f. Gmc 
*kalbh-] 

calf2 (kahf), n. (pi. -ves). Fleshy hinder 
part of leg-shank; ~ part of stocking. 
Hence ~'less, -calvED2 (kahvd), aa. [f. 
ON kalfl of unkn. orig.] 

Cal'iban, n. Man of degraded bestial 
nature. [Shakesp., Tempest, Sc see canni¬ 
bal] 

cal'ibr|ate, v.t. Find calibre of; calculate 
irregularities of (tube, gauge) before 
graduating. Hence ~a'tion n. [foil. 
+ -ATE3] 

cal'ibre (-er), cal'iber, n. Internal dia¬ 
meter of gun or any tube; weight of 
character, standing, importance; ability. 
Hence -cal'ibrED2 (-erd) a. [F (-bre), f. It. 
calibro or Sp. -bre f. Arab, qalib 
mould] 

cal'icle, n. (biol.). Small cup-like body. 
So calic'ulAB.1 a. [f. L caliculus dim. of 
calix cup] 

cal'Icd, n. & a. (pi. ~es). ||(Of) cotton cloth, 
esp. plain white imprinted, bleached or 

call 
unbleached (~-ball, dance at which only 
cotton dresses are worn); ~ -printer, -ting, 
producer, production, of coloured pat¬ 
terns on ~. [orig. Calicut-(etc.) cloth f. 
town on Malabar coast] 

califdrn'ium, n. Radio-active trans- 
uranic element, [f. Californ(ia) + -ium ] 

calidl'ogy, n. Study of birds’ nests, [f. 
Gk kalia hut, nest, -o-, -LOGY] 

cal'lpash, cal'ipee, nn. Gelatinous sub¬ 
stances in turtle regarded as dainties 
(-ash, dull green next upper shell; -ee, 
light yellow next lower shell), [perh. 
W.-Ind.; perh. -ash = carapace] 

cal'iph, -if, n. Successor (e.g. of Moham¬ 
med), (title of) Mohammedan chief civil 
& religious ruler. Hence cal'iphATE1 n. 
[f. OF caliphe f. Arab, khalifah successor] 

cal'ix, n. (anat.; pi. -ices). Cup-like 
cavity or organ. [L, = cup, cf. calyx] 

calk1 (kawk), v.t., & n. (Provide with) 
sharp iron to prevent horse-shoe or boot 
from slipping, [app. ult. f. L calx calcis 
heel, cf. calkin] 

calk2 (kawk), v.t. Trace by colouring 
back of design & pressing along outlines, 
[f. F calquer f. It. & L calcare tread] 

cal'kin (kaw-, also k&l-), n. Turned-down 
heels of horse-shoe, also turned edge in 
front, esp. when sharpened in frost; iron 
guards on boots or shoes, [f. OF calcain 
f. LL calcaneum (calx -cis heel); loth c. 
kakun f. Du. kalkoen] 

call1 (kawl), v.t. & i. 1. Cry, shout, speak 
loudly, (lit. & fig. etc., as): (bird, trumpet, 
etc.) utter characteristic note; cry out; 
cry to (person); signal (for trumps); pay 
brief visit (at house, on person); read over 
(names to ascertain presence); ~ for, 
order, demand, need, go & fetch; ~ on, 
invoke, appeal to; ~ off, cancel (engage¬ 
ment etc.). 2. Summon (lit. & fig. etc., 
as): demand presence of (cab, witness, 
actor after curtain); broadcast (to); 
(Cards) direct opponent to play (exposed 
or other card); ~ into being, create; ~ to 
account2; ~ into play, give scope for; ~ 
in question, dispute; ~ to mind etc., also 
~ up, recollect; ~ away, off, divert, 
distract; ~ in money lent, doctor etc. for 
advice; ~ forth, elicit; ~ out, elicit, chal¬ 
lenge to duel, summon (troops) esp. to aid 
the civil authorities; ~ over the coals ; ~ 
up, imagine, summon to talk by tele¬ 
phone, summon to serve in army etc. 
(so >—up n.); rouse from sleep; fix the 
moment for (~ case in law-court; ~ a 
halt; ~ a meet ing); urge, invite, nominate, 
(duty, pleasure, ~s; many are ~cd; || ~ to 
the bar1, ministry; ~ attention to; ~ to 
witness). 3. (With n. or adj. as compl.) 
name, describe as, (~ a spade a spade; ~ 
him John, ~ him by the name of John; ~ 
person names, abuse him; ~ cousins 
with); consider, regard as, (~ that mean; 
~ it a day, regard the day’s work as being 
finished); ~ (thing) one’s own, possess; 

down (collofi.), reprimand, challenge. 
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[late OE ceallian f. ON kaUa; cf. MLG, 
MDu. kailen, OHG challon] 

call2 (kawl), n. Shout, cry; (also —-over) 
= eoll-~; special cry of bird etc., imita¬ 
tion of this, instrument imitating it; 
signal on bugle etc., signalling-whistle; 
looking-in on business (so house of —); 
short formal visit (.pay —, make one); 
invitation, summons, (to actor for ap¬ 
plause; II to the bar1; from God, con¬ 
science, or congregation, to be pastor); 
duty, need, occasion, (no — to. blush); 
demand for money, esp. for unpaid capital 
from company shareholders; (St. Exch.) 
option of claiming stock at given date; 
(Bridge) player’s right or turn to make a 
bid, bid thus made, conventional signal 
to partner to lead trumps; a ring on or 
conversation over the telephone; <—loan, 
-money, lent subject to recall without 
notice; at, within, —, ready for orders; 
—-boy, prompter’s attendant summoning 
actors; —day, -night, at Inns of Court, 
for calling students to bar; ---girl, pros¬ 
titute accepting appointments by tele¬ 
phone; —over: (Betting) reading aloud a 
list of prices (in sporting club etc.); roll-~ 
at schools, [f. prec. ] 

call'a, n. (bot.). (Also —-lily) marsh plant 
of N. Europe, [orig. unkn.] 

call'er1 (kaw-), n. In vbl senses; esp., 
person who pays call or visit, [-er1] 

call'er2, a. (Sc.). Fresh, not decaying, (of 
herring etc.); cool (of air). [Sc. var. of 
ME calver; ult. hist, obsc.] 

callig'raphly, n. Beautiful handwriting; 
(improp.) handwriting. So callio'RArHER, 
~ist(1), nn., calliGRAPH'ic a. [ult. f. Gk 
kalligraphia (kallos beauty, -graphy)] 

call'ing (kawr-), n. In vbl senses; also or 
esp.: divine summons to salvation or self- 
-devotion; impulse to do something as 
right; occupation, profession, trade; per¬ 
sons following a particular business. 
[-ING1 ] 

Calli'ope, n. Muse of epic poetry; (c~) 
set of steam whistles played by a key¬ 
board like that of an organ. [Gk Kalliope 
beautiful-voiced ] 

cal(l)'iper, n. & a., & v.t. ~ compasses 
or —s, compasses with bowed legs for 
measuring diameter of convex bodies, or 
with out-turned points for measuring 
calibre; ~ (splint), metal support for leg; 
>—square, rule with movable cross-heads 
for taking internal or external diameters; 
(vb) measure with ~s. [app. = calibre] 

callisthen'lic, a. Suitable for producing 
strength with beauty (esp. of girls’ gym¬ 
nastics). Hence ~ICS n. [f. Gk kallos 
beauty +sthcnos strength+-ic] 

callos'ity, n. Abnormal hardness & thick¬ 
ness of skin; hardened insensible part, 
lump, (from friction, or natural as on 
horses’ legs), [f. F callosntf, or L callositas 
(see foil., -ty)] 

call'ous, a. (Physiol., Zool.) hardened, 
hard, (of parts of skin); (of person, heart, 

etc.) unfeeling, insensible, whence ~ness 
n. [f. L callosus (callus, -ous) or F 
calleux] 

call'ow (-6), a. Unfledged; downy like 
young birds; raw, inexperienced; (Irish, a. 
& n.) low-lying, often flooded, (meadow). 
[OE calu f. WG *kalw- (cf. G kahl) perh. 
f. L calvus bald] 

call'us, n. (physiol.,path.,hot.). Thickened 
part of skin or soft tissue; bony material 
formed while bone-fracture heals. [L] 

calm1 (kahm), n. Stillness, serenity, (of 
weather, air, sea, the mind, social or 
political conditions); a—, windless period. 
[ME & OF calme f. It. (= Sp., Pg.) calma, 
app. f. LL cauma f. (w. infl. of L calor 
heat) Gk kauma heat (kaio burn)] 

calm2 (kahm), a., & v.t. & i. 1. Tranquil, 
quiet, windless, (lit. & fig.); (colloq.) im¬ 
pudent (pretty — of him); hence ~'ly2 
adv., ~'ness n. 2. v.t. Make ~, pacify; 
(v.i.; alw. w. down) become [f. F 
calme n. & a., see prec.] 

cal'mative (also kahm-), a. & n. (med.). 
Calming (agent), sedative, [prec. F-ative] 

cal'omel, n. (med.). Mercurous chloride 
used as purgative. [F, f. Gk kalos fair, 
melas black (explained anecdotically in 
various ways) ] 

calores'cence, n. (physics). Change of 
heat-rays to light-rays, [irreg. f. L calor 
beat after wds in -escence] 

calori-, comb, form of L calor heat in 
Physics & Physiol. Hence calo'ri- 
fa'cient, caloriF'ic, Calo'riMET'RIC(AL), 
aa„ caloriF'icAi.LYadv., cald'riFiCA’TiON', 
caloriM'ETER, -metry, nn., calS'riry v.t. 

calo'ric, n. Heat; —-engine, driven by hot 
air. [f. F calorique (L calor heat, -ic) ] 

cal'orie, n. (physics). Unit of quantity of 
heat; amount of heat required to raise 
one gram (small —) or one kilogram (large 
or great or food —) of water 1° C. (used as 
a unit in expressing energy value of 
foods). [F, irreg. f. L calor heat +-ie 
(-Y1)] 

calotte', n. Skull-cap of priests etc. [F] 
calp, n. Irish dark-grey limestone, [orig. 
unkn.] 

cal'trop, n. Four-spiked iron ball, 
formerly thrown on ground to maim 
cavalry horses; kinds of plant with spined 
~-like flower heads. [OE calcatrippe, 
ME calkctrappe, corresp. to OF kauke- 
trape etc.; ult. referred to L calx -cis heel 
Ftrap, but hist. & interrelations obsc.] 

cal'umet, n. Amer.-Ind. clay-bowled 
reed-stemmed tobacco-pipe; symbol of 
peace; smoke the — together, make peace. 
[F (esp. Fr.-Canadian) dial. var. of mod. 
F chalumeau f. LL calamelius dim. of 
calamus reed ] 

calum'nilate, v.t. Slander. Hence or 
cogn. ~A'TI0N, ~atOR, nn., ~atORY a. 
[f. L calumniari, see -ate3] 

calum'nious, a. Given to, marked by, 
calumny. Hence ~ly 2 adv. [f. L calum- 
niosus or F calomnieux (foil., -ous)] ,, 
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cal'umny, n. Malicious misrepresenta¬ 
tion ; false charge; slanderous report, [f. 
L calumnia or F calomnie] 

Cal'vary, n. Place,(R.-C.Ch.Representa¬ 
tion, of Crucifixion. [OF, f. LL calvaria 
skull transl. of Oolgotha, Matt, xxvii. 33 ] 

calve (kahv), v.i. & t. Give birth to a calf; 
(esp. in pass, of calf) give birth to; (of 
iceberg etc.) throw off mass of ice. [OE 
ccalftan (calf1)] 

-calved. See calf2. 
Cal'vin|ism, n. Calvin’s theology (csp. 
the doctrines of particular election & 
redemption, moral inability in a fallen 
state, irresistible grace, final perse¬ 
verance) ; adherence to this. So ~IST(2) n. 
& a., ~is'tic(AL) aa,, ~is'ticalLY2 adv., 
~ize(4) v.i. & t. [f. F calvinisme or mod. 
L -ismus (John Calvin, 1509-04)] 

calx, n. (pi. cal'ces). Powder or friable 
substance left when a metal or mineral 
has been burnt, residuum. [L calx -cislime] 

calyc-, calyci-, comb, form of calyx. 
calycifidr'AL, -fldr'ATE2, -fidr'ous, aa., 
with stamens & petals inserted in calyx; 
cal'yciFORM a.; calyc'inAL, cal'yciNE2, 
aa., having a, on the, calyx; calyc'inAL1 
a., = -al, also (of flower) double by in¬ 
crease of calyx-lobes; cal'ycoiD, caly- 
coid'EOus, aa. 

cal'ycl|e, n. (bot.). Row of bracts sur¬ 
rounding calyx-base; adherent crown of 
seed. Hence or cogn. ~ei>2 (-Id), calyc'u- 
Iar1, calyc'ulATE2, aa. [f. L calyculus 
dim. of CALYX (-ULE)] 

calyp'so, n. Spontaneous topical W.-Ind. 
song. [etym. unkn.] 

calyptr-, st. of bot. terms=having, like, 
a hood. [f. Gk kaluplra veil (kalupto to 
cover)] 

cal'yx, n. (pi. -yces, -yxes). (Bot.) whorl 
of leaves (sepal) forming outer case of 
bud (for derivatives see calyc-) ; (Physiol. 
& Biol.) = calix. [L, f. Gk kdlux (cf. 
kalupto to cover) case of bud, husk] 

cam, n. Projecting part of wheel etc. in 
machinery, grooved, toothed, or other¬ 
wise adapted to convert circular into 
reciprocal or variable motion, [f. Du. 
kam comb, cf. Du. kamrad cog-wheel] 

ctbnaraderie' (-ahdere), n. The intimacy, 
mutual trust, & sociability, of comrades. 
[F] 

ctiinarTIl'a, n. Cabal, clique, junto. [Sp.] 
cam'aron, n. Large freshwater prawn 
resembling crayfish. [Sp., = shrimp] 

cam'ber, n., & v.i. & t. Slight convexity 
above, arched form, (of beam, deck, road, 
etc.); (also —beam) slightly arched beam; 
small dock or tidal basin; (vb) have, im¬ 
part to (beam etc.), such convexity, [f. F 
cambre f. L camur curved inwards; so 
F cambrer vb ] 

Cam'bervvell Beaut'y (bu-), n. A butter¬ 
fly. [Camberwell in Surrey] 

cam'bist, n. Expert in, manual of, ex¬ 
changes ; dealer in blils of exchange. [F 
(-isle) f. It. -ista f. cambio change] 

cam'bium, n. Cellular tissue, below bark 
of exogens, in which annual growth of 
wood & bark occurs. [L, = (cx)change] 

II cam'brel, n. Butcher’s bent wood or 
iron for slinging carcasses by ankles, 
[orig. uncert.] 

Cam'brian, a. & n. Welsh(man); (Geol.) 
(of) palaeozoic rocks lying above the 
Archaean in Wales & Cumberland, [f. L 
Cambria var. of Cumbria f. Celt. Cymry 
Welshman or Cymru Wales (OCelt. Com- 
broges compatriots)] 

cam'bric, a. & n. (Of) fine white linen; 
handkerchiefs, [f. Kamerijk, Flemish 
form of Cambrai in N. France, orig. place 
of making] 

II Cam'bridgc, n. University town in 
England; ~ blue, light blue; ~ Platonists, 
17th c. group of philosophical divines at 
~ University, influenced by aspects of 
(neo-) Platonism. 

camel, n. Grooved slip of lead as used in 
lattice windows. [app.= Sc. calm casting- 
-rnould] 

came2. See come. 
cam'el, n. Large hornless ruminant long- 

-necked cushion-footed quadruped with 
(Arabian) one hump or (Bactrian) two 
humps; thing hard to believe or put up 
with [Matt, xxiii. 24); machine for float¬ 
ing ship over shoals etc.; II ~-brovm, fish¬ 
ing-fly; ~’s-hair, made of ~’s hair or 
(paint-brushes) of squirrel’s tail hairs, 
[late OE camel(l) f. L f. Gk kamclos t. 
Semit. (cf. Heb. gamal camel); in ME 
reinforced by OF cameil etc. ] 

cameleer', n. Camel-driver, [-eer] 
camell'ia, n. Flowering evergreen from 
China & Japan. [Kamel, 17th c. Jesuit & 
botanist, -ia1] 

camel'op£rd (or k&m-), n. = the now usu. 
giraffe, [f. L camelopardus f. Gk Camelo¬ 
pardalis (camel, pard)] 

cam'elry, n. Troops on camels. [-RY] 
Cam'embert (-ar), n. Small softrich Nor¬ 
mandy cheese, [name of village ] 

cam'eo, n. (pi. ~s). Piece of relief-carving 
in stone (sardonyx, agate, etc.) with 
colour-layers utilized to give background 
(cf. intaglio), [f. It. camim)eo, whence F 
camde; OF also camcu (F camaleu) whence 
earlier Eng. form, corresp. to med.L 
cammaeus, camahulus; ult. orig. unkn.] 

cam'era, n. In camera (Lat.), in the 
judge’s private room, not in open court; 
(orig. ~ obscura) photographing-appara¬ 
tus ; ~ dbscur'a, lu'clda (L, = dark, light, 
chamber), two kinds of apparatus pro¬ 
jecting on paper, for tracing, image of 
distant object. [L,=vault, f. Gk kamara 
anything with arched cover] 

camerling'o (-nggo), -len-, n. The 
Pope’s chamberlain & financial secre¬ 
tary; treasurer of the Sacred College. 
[It. (-ingo); see chamberlain] 

Cameron'ian, a. & n. (Follower) of 
Richard Cameron or his doctrines; Scot¬ 
tish reformed presbyterian; || (pi.) batta- 
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lion(s) of the Scottish Rifles (formed in 
1689 orig. of ~s). [-ian] 

II cami-knick'ers, n. pi. Woman’s under- 
-garment of camisolo & knickers com¬ 
bined. [cami(sole) +knicker(bockcr)s] 

cam'ion, n. Low flat four-wheeled horse 
or motor truck. [F] 

cam'isSle, n. Under-bodice, usu. em¬ 
broidered etc. [F, f. Sp. camisola (camisa 
CHEMISE)] 

cam'let, n. Light cloth of various 
materials for cloaks etc. [orig. a costly 
Eastern stuff of silk & camel’s hair; 15th 
c. chamlelt, -(e)lot f. OF chain-, camelot 
perh. ult. f. Arab, khaml nap, in assoc. 
W. CAMEL] 

camm'ock, n. Rest-harrow; kinds of 
yellow-flowered plant. [OE cammoc 
of unkn. orig.] 

cam'omile, ch- (pr. k-), n. Aromatic 
creeping composite plant with daisy-liko 
flowers used as tonic; allied kinds of 
plant, dog’s, stinking, purple, ~; ~ tea, 
infusion of the flowers. [ME, f. OF 
camomille f. LL c(h)amomilla f. Gk kha- 
maimelon earth-apple] 

Camo'rra, n. Secret society in Naples 
etc. [It.] 

cam'ouflage (-dbflahzh), n., & v.t. Dis¬ 
guise of guns, ships, etc., effected by 
obscuring outline with splashes of various 
colours; use of smoke-screens, boughs, 
etc., for same purpose; (transf.) means of 
throwing people off the scent; (vb) hide 
by ~. [F, f. camoufler disguise] 

camouflet (kahmdoflS'), n. Subterranean 
cavity formed by bomb exploding be¬ 
neath surface of earth. [F ] 

camp \ n. Place where troops are lodged 
in tents etc.; army on campaign; military 
life (courts & ~s); temporary quarters 
of nomads, gypsies, travellers; camping - 
-out; persons camping out; (S. Afr.) por¬ 
tion of natural veld fenced off for pasture 
on farms; adherents of a doctrine; ~-hed, 
-chair, -stool, folding & portable ;~-colour, 
flag used in marking out ~; ~-fever, esp. 
typhus; ~- follower, non-military hanger- 
-on of camp, male or female; ~-meeting, 
American religious open-air or tent meet¬ 
ing lasting several days. [F, f. It. campo 
f. L campus level ground] 

camp2, v.i. & t. Encamp, lodge in camp; 
(also ~ out) lodge in tent or the open, 
take up quarters; station (troops) in 
camp. [f. F camper (prec.)] 

Campagna (-ah'nya), n. The ~, Italian 
plain S.E. of Tiber. [It., f. L Campania 
(CAMP1)] 

campaign' (-an), n., & v.i. 1. Series of 
military operations in a definite theatre or 
with one objective or from taking the 
field to a temporary or final cessation of 
hostilities (the Burma, Moscow, 1704, ~); 
organized course of action, esp. (Pol.) 
attempt to rouse public opinion for or 
against a policy. 2. v.i. Serve on or con¬ 
duct a ~; hence ~er1 n. (old ~er, person 

practised in adapting himself to circum¬ 
stances). [f. F campagne open country, 
campaign, f. It. campagna] 

campanil'e (-no-), n. Bell-tower, usu. de¬ 
tached, esp. in Italy. [It., f. campana bell ] 

campanlol'ogy, n. The subject of bells 
(founding, ringing, etc.). Hence ~ol'oger, 

~ol'ogist, nn., ~olo'gicAL a. [f. LL 
campana bell + -logy ] 

campan'ulja, n. Kinds of plant with bell- 
-shaped flowers, usu. blue or white, as 
Canterbury bell. Hence ~a'ceous a. 
[mod. L, f. as prec., +-ula -xjle] 

campan'ulate, a. (zool. & bot.). Bell- 
-shaped. [as prec. + -ate2 ] 

cam'phor. n. Whitish translucent crystal¬ 
line volatile substance with aromatic smell 
& bitter taste. Hence campho'ric a. 
[15th c. camphirc etc., f. OF camphorc or 
med. L camphora, f. Arab, kafur] 

cam'phorate, v.t. Impregnate or treat 
with camphor, [-ate3] 

cam'pion, n. Kinds of flowering plant, 
esp. the red & the white ~ & ragged robin, 
[etym. unkn.] 

c&tn'po stirito, n. Cemetery in Italy. 
[It., = sacred field] 

II camp'shed, v.t. Face with campshot, 
revet, [etym. unkn.] 

II camp'shot, II camp'sheddmg, II camp1 
sheeting, nn. Facing of piles & boarding 
to resist water-action on, or out-thrust of, 
a bank, revetting, [etym. unkn.] 

‘cam'pus, n. Grounds of a school or 
college; the college as a teaching etc. 
institution. [L, = field] 

cam'pylo-, comb, form in bot. terms = 
bent-, [f. Gk kampulos] 

cam'wobd, n. Hard red W.-African wood 
yielding dye. [perh. native kambi] 

can1, n., & v.t. Vessel for liquids, usu. 
of metal, esp. tin, & with handle over 
top, whence ~'ftjl(2) n.; carry the ~ (si.), 
bear the responsibility; ~-buoy, large 
conical buoy over sands etc.; ~-docfc, 
water-lily; (put in a) tin-plate box for 
hermetic sealing (meat, fish, fruit, etc.), 
whence (-)~n'ERl m, ~n'ERY (3) n., 
~ning-factory; ~ned! (si.), drunk; ~ned 
music (si.), music recorded for reproduc¬ 
tion esp. on gramophone. [OE canne 
(once) = OHG channa, ON kanna, also 
LL canna f. Gmc; ME canne, lean prob. f. 
MDu. kanne, Du. lean] 

can2, v. aux. (2 s., canst (poet.); 3 s., can; 
neg., cannot, can’t (kahnt); past & condit., 
could (kdbd), (poet.) couldst or couldest; 
infin., part., & p.p., wanting; defective 
parts supplied f. be able to). Be able to; 
have the right to; be permitted to (you ~ 
go; also as mild imperat.); could, feel 
inclined to (could laugh for joy; really 
couldn’t _ think of it); away with; 
(with ellipse) will do what I~. [OE cunnan 
= OS cunnan, OHG kunnan, ON kunna, 
Goth, leunnan, pret.-pres. vbs. meaning 
know, cogn. w. ken, know, & w. L 
(g)nosco, Gk gignosko ] 



Canaan 173 candy 
Car/aan (-nan), n. Land of promise, 
paradise. [O.-T. name of Palestine] 

Can'ada, a. Of, from, ~ (in names of 
plants, animals, products, as ~ balsam). 

Canadian, a. & n. (Native) of Canada. 
[-LAN] 

canaille (kanah'e), n. The rabble. [FJ 
canal', n., & v.t. (-11-). Duct in plant or 
animal body for food, liquid, air, etc.; 
artificial watercourse for inland naviga¬ 
tion (~s of Mars, markings of doubtful 
nature on planet Mars); artificial irriga¬ 
tion channel; (Zool.) groove in shell for 
protrusion of breathing-tube; (v.t.; rare) 
make ~ through; provide with ~s. [ME, 
f. OF canal f. L canalis; see channel] 

canalic'ulate, -ated, aa. (nat. hist.). With 
longitudinal groove(s); striated, [f. L 
canaliculus dim. of CANALis + -ATE2>3] 

can'aliz[e, -is|e (-iz), v.t.=CANAL vb; con¬ 
vert (river) into canal by embanking, 
straightening course, locks, etc.; (fig.) 
give desired direction etc. to. Hence 
~a'tion n. [prob. f. F canaliser (canal + 
-ize) ] 

can'ap& (-a), n. Piece of fried bread with 
anchovies etc. [F] 

canard’ (or kan'ur), n. False report, 
hoax. [F] 

Canarese. See kanarese. 
canar'y, a. & n. From the C~ Islands; 
(also —-bird) yellow-feathered song-bird 
(green in wild state); (also C—-ivine) a 
favourite wine in 16th-18th cc.; yellow 
fishing-fly; ~-coloured, bright yellow; 
~ convolvulus, tree yielding rhodium1; 
~ creeper, yellow-flowered climbing plant; 
—-seed, used as food for the bird. [f. F 
Canarie f. Sp. & L Canaria (canis dog), 
one of the islands being noted in Roman 
times for large dogs] 

canas'ta, n. Card game of S.-Amer. origin 
resembling rummy. [Sp., = basket] 

canas'ter, n. Tobacco prepared by 
coarsely breaking the dried leaves, [orig. 
the rush basket container; f. Sp. canastro, 
tdt. f. Gk kanastron-, see canister] 

cancan (see Ap.), n. High-kicking dance. 
[F] 

can'cel1, v.t. & i. (-11-). Obliterate, cross 
out, annul, make void, abolish, counter¬ 
mand, neutralize, balance, make up for, 
(v.i., ~ out or ~, of items) neutralize 
each other; (Math.) strike out (same 
factor) from numerator & denominator, 
from two sides of equation, etc. Hence 
<~1a'tion n. [late ME, f. OF canceller f. L 
cancellare (cancelli cross-bars, lattice; see 
chancel)] 

can'cel2, n. Countermand; suppression 
& reprinting of leaf or leaves set up, the 
suppressed or the substituted leaf or 
leaves, [f. prec.] 

can'cellate, -ated, aa. (bot. & zool.). 
Marked with crossing lines, reticulated; 
(of bone) formed of interlacing fibres & 
plates with cavities, porous, [f. L cancel- 
latus (CANCEL1, -ATE2' 3)] 

can'cellous, a. (Of bone)=prec. [-ous] 
can'cer, C-, n. Zodiacal constellation the 
Crab (C-); fourth sign of zodiac (C-); 
tropic of C—; malignant tumour eating 
the part it is in, spreading indefinitely, & 
tending to recur when removed, (fig.) 
evil (sloth, bribery, etc.) acting similarly, 
whence ~ed2 (-erd), ~ous, aa. [ME, f. L 
cancer crab, cancer; see canker] 

canc'roid, a. & n. 1. Crab-like; like 
cancer. 2. n. Crustacean of crab family; 
disease like cancer, [as prec. -f -oid ] 

candelab'rum (also -a,-, -ah-), n. (pi. -bra; 
also sing, -bra, pi. -bras). Large, usu. 
branched, candlestick or lampstand. [L 
(-Mm), f. candela candle] 

candes'c|ent, a. Glowing (as) with white 
heat. Hence ~ence n. [f. L candescere 
(candere be white, -escent)] 

can'did, a. Unbiased; not censorious; 
frank; ~ camera, small camera for taking 
informal pictures of persons freq. without 
their knowledge; ~ friend, nominal friend 
glad to tell home-truths. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ~ness n. [f. L Candidas white, or 
F candide; see prec. ] 

can'didate, n. One who puts himself or 
is put forward for appointment to an 
office or honour; person thought likely to 
gain any position; examinee, [f. L candi- 
datus, as prec., -ate2 (2), orig. white-robed 
(Roman ~s wearing white)] 

can'did|ature, n. Standing for election, 
being candidate. So ~acy n. [F, as prec. 
+ -TTRE] 

can'died (-did). See candy (p.p.). 
can'dle, n. Cylinder of wax, tallow, sper¬ 
maceti, etc., enclosing wick, for giving 
light; (also —power) unit of light- 
-mcasurement; Roman —, firework, tube 
discharging coloured balls; can’t, is not 
fit to, hold a — to, is not to be compared 
with; sell by inch of —, by auction, last 
bid before small'-- expires winning (hist.); 
bell, book, & ~; game not worth the ~, 
result not justifying the cost or trouble; 
burn 2 ~ at both ends; hide~ under bushel ; 
'—berry-myrtle (N.-Amer.), '—berry-tree 
(Moluccas), yielding wax & nut-kernels 
used for ~s; —-ends, remnants of ~, 
odds-&-ends hoarded by the stingy; ~- 
-light, light of ~s, any artificial light, 
evening; —stick, support for (usu. single) 
~; —tree, Amer., with —like fruit some 
feet long. [OE candel f. L candela (can¬ 
dere shine), in ME reinforced by AN, OF 
candel(l)e] 

Can'dlemas (-1m-), n. Feast of purifica¬ 
tion of Virgin Mary, when candles are 
blessed; (as date) 2nd Feb.; quarter-day 
in Scotland. [OE Candelmeesse (candle, 
mass1)] 

can'dour (-der), n. Open-mindedness, 
impartiality; freedom from malice; frank¬ 
ness. [f. L candor whiteness (candere 
shine, -OR)] 

can'dy, n., &v.t. &i. 1. Crystallized sugar 
made by repeated boiling & slow 
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evaporation (also sugar—); *(w. pi.) 
sweets; ~-floss, sweet confection, usu. 
pink, of fluffy spun sugar; —stripe(d), 
pattern(ed) in alternate stripes of white 
& colour. 2. vb. Preserve by coating with 
~; form (t. & i.) into crystals; (p.p.) 
glistening, (arch.) honeyed, flattering, 
[for earlier (loth c.) sugar candy f. F sucre 
candi f. Arab.-Pers. sukkar qandi (qand 
sugar) ] 

can'dytuft, n. Plant with white, pink, or 
purple flowers in flat tufts, [f. obs. Candy 
(Candia Crete) -I-tuft] 

cane1, n. Hollow jointed stem of giant 
reeds & grasses (bamboo, sugar ~) or 
solid stem of slender palms (rattan, 
Malacca, etc.) collectively & as material 
(~), or with pi. (a ~, ~s) of the stem or 
a length of it used for walking-stick or 
instrument of punishment; II any slender 
walking-stick; stick of sealing-wax, sul¬ 
phur, glass; ~-apple, strawberry-tree; 
~-brake, kinds of grasses, (also) tract 
of land overgrown with ~s; ~ chair, with 
seat of woven ~ strips; —sugar (obtained 
from the sugar~). Hence can'y2 a. [ME 
can(n)e, f. OF cane f. L f. Gk kanna reed 
f. Semit. cf. Heb. qaneh] 

cane2, v.t. Beat with cane, whence can- 
ing1 (1) n.; drive (lesson) into (person) 
with cane; insert cane into (chair-frame 
etc.), [f. prec.] 

caneph'orus, n. (pi. -ri). Sculptured 
Greek youth or maid bearing basket on 
head. [L, f. Gk kanephoros (kaneon 
basket, phero carry)] 

cangue (kangg), cang, n. Heavy wooden 
board worn round neck by Chinese 
criminals. [F (-gue), f. Pg. canga yoke] 

can'Ine (also kernin'), a. & n. Of, as of, a 
dog or dogs; ~ tooth or ~, one of the four 
strong pointed teeth between incisors & 
molars, [f. F canin, -e or L caninus (cams 
dog, -INE1)] 

can'ister, n. Small box usu. of metal for 
tea, shot, etc.; (R.-C. Ch.) vessel holding 
wafers before consecration; ~-shot or ~, 
= case 2-shot. [f. L canistrum f. Gk kana- 
stron wicker basket (kanna cane1)] 

cank'er, n., & v.t. 1. Ulcerous disease of 
human mouth; disease of horse’s foot; 
disease of trees; (fig.) corrupting influence, 
rotten tendency; ~-worm or~, caterpillar 
or larva destroying leaves or buds; 

variety of scarlet fever with 
ulcerated throat; hence ~ous a. 2. v.t. 
Consume with canker; infect, corrupt; 
(p.p.) soured, malignant, crabbed. [ME 
cancre f. ONF f. L cancer (whence OE 
cancer); see cancer, chancre ] 

cann'a, n. Plant with bright yellow, red, 
or orange flowers & ornamental leaves. 
[L (CANE1)] 

cann'el, n. (Also —coal) bituminous coal 
burning with bright flame & used in 
making coal oils & gas. [orig. unkn. ] 

cann'ibal, n. & a. 1. Man who eats human 
flesh; animal feeding on its own species; 

hence ~ism(2) n., ~is tic a. 2. adj. Of, 
having, these habits. [16th-c. E & Sp. 
Canibales pi., var. of Carib name of W.- 
-Ind. nation; Caliban is prob. another 
variant] 

cann'ibalize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. Use (one of a 
number of similar machines) to provide 
spare parts for the others, [prec., -ize (4)] 

cann'ikin, n. Small can. [-kin] 

cann'on1, n. 1. (Now gun) piece of ord 
nance, gun of the kind that needs mount 
ing, (collect, sing. usu. instead of pi.) 
aircraft’s heavy automatic gun, firing 
explosive shell; —ball (hist.), projectile 

bone, tube-shaped bone between hough 
& fetlock; ~-clock, fired at noon by 
burning-glass; ~-fodder, men regarded as 
material to be consumed in war. 2 
(Mech.) hollow cylinder moving inde 
pendently on shaft; watchkey barrel 
3. (Also —bit) smooth round bit for horse 
4. || (Billiards) hitting of two balls success 
sively by player’s ball. 5. (Also ~-curl) 
sausage-shaped, prop, horizontal, curl, 
[f. F canon f. It. cannone great tube 
(canna cane1, -oon); in sense 4 f. older 
carom short for carambole(F, f. Sp.—bola); 
in sense 5 f. Sp. canon] 

cann'on2, v.i. II Make a cannon at billiards 
(of player or ball); come into collision, 
strike obliquely, against, into, with. [f. 
prec. ] 

cannonade', n., & v.t. & i. Continuous 
gunfire; (vb) fire continuously; bombard, 
fire fast at. [F, f. It. cannonata (prec., 
-ADE) ] 

cannot. See can2. 

cann'ula, n. (surg.). Small tube for 
inserting into a cavity or tumour to 
allow fluid to escape. [L, dim. of canna 
cane 1] 

cann'ly,a. Shrewd,worldly-wise; natural, 
safe to meddle with, (esp. w. neg.); 
(esp. of Scots) thrifty; gentle, quiet, 
circumspect, (ca’ ~y, Sc. for drive or go 
gently, as name for trade-union policy 
of limiting output); sly, pawky. Hence 
~ily2 adv., ~iNESSn. [f. can2 know+ -Y2] 

canoe' (-do), n., & v.i. (Go in, paddle) 
boat propelled with paddle(s). Hence 
~'ist(3) (-noo-) n. [f. Sp. & Haytian 
canoa] 

can'on, n. Church decree; ~ law, eccl. 
law; general law governing treatment of 
a subject; criterion; list of Bible books 
accepted by Church; list of recognized 
genuine works of a particular author (the 
Shakespearian ~); part of Mass con¬ 
taining words of consecration; (Mus.) 
piece with different parts taking up same 
subject successively in strict imitation; 
(Typ.) largest size of type with specific 
name; metal loop on bell for hanging it; 
member of cathedral chapter, whence 
~RY(2) n.; minor ~. [OE, f. L f. Gk 
kanon rule (kanna cane1); in ME re- 
-introduced f. AN, OF canun, -on; in last 
sense short for canonic, in OE canonic f. 
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LL canonicus, -whence OF canonie, 
.chanoine, etc., whence ME canun etc.] 
canon. See canyon. 
canon'ical, a. & n., canon'ic, a. (arch.). 
Appointed by canon law (~ hours, for 
prayer, or for celebration of marriage, 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m.; ~ dress, of clergy, also 
<~s as n. pi.); included in canon of Scrip¬ 
ture; C-~ Epistles, the seven of Peter, 
James, John, Jude; authoritative, stan¬ 
dard, accepted; (Mus.) in canon form; of 
a cathedral chapter or a member of it. 
Hence canon'icalLY2 adv. [f. OF 
canonique or LL canonicus, med. L 
canonicalis; see canon, -ic, -ai] 

canon'icate, n. = canon?*!/, [f. med. L 
canonicalvs (as prec., -ate1)] 

canoni'city, n. Status as canonical book. 
[f. canonicus CANONICAL, -ty] 

can'on|ist, n. Canon-lawyer. Hence 
''-is'tic(AL) aa. [f. F canonisle f. med. L 
canonista, see canon, -ist] 

can'oniz|e, -isle (-iz), v.t. Admit formally 
to calendar of saints; regard as a saint; 
recognize (book) as canonical; sanction 
by church authority. So~A'TiONn. [ME, 
f. LLcanonizare (canon, -ize)] 

♦canoo'dle, v.i. & t. (si.). Cuddle, fondle. 
[U.S., of unkn. orig.j 

Canop'ic, a. Of Canopus, town of ancient 
Egypt; ~ jar, vase, urn used for hold¬ 
ing the entrails of an embalmed body in 
ancient Egyptian burial, [f. L Cano- 
picus] 

can'opy, n., & v.t. Covering suspended or 
held over throne, bed, person, etc. (also 
fig. of any overhanging shelter, sky, etc.); 
(Archit.) roof-like projection over niche 
etc.; cover of cockpit in aircraft; (vb) 
supply, be, such a covering to. [ME 
canape, -ope, f. med. L canopeum f. L f. Gk 
konopeion mosquito-net (kondps gnat)] 

candr'ous, a. Melodious, resonant, [f. L 
canorus (canor song f. canere sing) + -ous ] 

cant1, n. Bevel, oblique face, of crystal, 
bank, etc.; push, toss, movement, that 
partly or quite upsets; tilted or sideways 
position; ~-board, sloping board, [app. 
f. MLG leant, kanle, MDu. cant, point, 
side, edge, obsc. rel. to OF cant (mod. 
chant, champ), It., Sp. canto f. Horn. 
* canto of obsc. orig. ] 

cant2, v.t. & i. (Trans.) bevel off; tilt; 
turn over, turn upside down; push, pitch, 
sideways; (v.i.) take inclined position; 
lie aslant; (Naut.) swing round; ~-7ioofc, 
iron hook at end of long handle, used for 
rolling logs. [f. prec. ] 

cant3, n. & a., & v.i. 1. Peculiar language 
of class, profession, sect, etc., jargon; 
temporary catchwords (esp. as adj., ~ 
phrase etc.); words used for fashion with¬ 
out being meant, unreal use of words 
implying piety; hypocrisy. 2. v.i. Use 
talk of these kinds; (Her.) ~ing arms, 
heraldry, coat, containing allusion to 
name of bearer; hence ~'ek1 n. [earlier 
of musical sound, of intonation, & of 

canton 
beggars’ whining, pern. f. singing of 
religious mendicants; prob. f. I, cantus 
song, cantare frequent, of canere sing] 

can’t (kahnt). See can2. 

Cantab, n. (colloq.), Cantabri'gian, n. 
& a. (Member) of Cambridge University, 
[f. L Cantabrigia Cambridge + -an ] 

cantaloup (-oop), n. Kind of melon. [F, 
f. It. Cantalupo in Italy] 

cantank'erous, a. Cross-grained, quarrel¬ 
some. Hence~LY2 adv.,~NESS n. [perh. 
f. ME contak contention on anal, of 
traitorous, rancorous] 

cantata (-tah-), n. (mus.). Choral work, 
kind of short oratorio, or lyric drama set 
to music but not acted; (formerly) elabor¬ 
ate vocal solo. [It. (cantare sing, -ala 
-ade)] 

Canta'te (-aht6), n. Psalm xcviii(0 sing—) 
as a canticle. [L, = sing ye] 

cSntatri'ce (-e'cha, -es'), n. Professional 
woman singer. [It. & F] 

canteen', n. || Provision & liquor shop in 
camp or barracks (dry, wet, ~, without, 
chiefly for, liquor); box of cooking- 
-utensils for use in camp, soldier’s mess- 
tin; soldier’s water-vessel of tin, wood, 
etc.; bar, lunch-counter, etc. at outdoor 
entertainments & in large public & 
private institutions; case or chest of 
plate & cutlery for domestic use. [f. F 
canline f. It. cantina cellar] 

canter, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Easy gallop 
(win in a ~, easily). 2. vb. Go at this 
pace (of horse or rider); make (horse) go 
thus, [short for Canterbury pace, gallop, 
trot, etc., f. easy pace of Canterbury 
pilgrims] 

can'terbury, n. Stand with partitions for 
music etc. 

Canterbury bell, n. Kind of campa¬ 
nula. [f. bells of Canterbury pilgrims’ 
horses] 

cantha'rides (-z), n. pi. (med.). Dried 
Spanish fly. [L, pi. of L f. Gk kantharis 
blister-fly ] 

can'thus, n. Outer or inner corner of eye, 
where lids meet. [L f. Gk kanthos] 

canticle, n. Little song, hymn; one of the 
Prayer-Book hymns, as the Benedicite, 
Nunc Dimittis, Te Deum; Canticles, Song 
of Solomon. [ME, f. OF canticle, var. of 
cantique f. L canticum (cantus song f. 
canere sing); in 16th c. reinforced by L 
film, canticulum] 

cantilever, n. Bracket (of length many 
times breadth & more than twice depth) 
projecting from wall to support balcony 
etc.; ~ bridge, with piers each of which 
has two ~s, with long girders connecting 
—s of adjacent piers, [f. lever; the 
significance of the first element is unkn. ] 

can'tle, n. || Piece, slice, cut off; hind-bow 
of saddle, [f. ONF canicl dim. of cant1] 

canto, n. (pi. -os). Division of long poem. 
[It., = song, as cant3] 

canton1 (also kantbn'), n. Subdivision of 
country; State of Swiss confederation; 



canton 176 cape 

(Her.) square division less than a quarter 
in upper corner of shield. Hence ~al a. 
[OF, = comer (cant1, -oon)] 

canton'2 (also -toon'), v.t. Divide into 
cantons (-tbn); (-toon) quarter (soldiers), 
[f. F cantonner, partly prec. ] 

canton'ment (-oon-, -On-), n. Lodging 
assigned to troops (formerly in India 
also permanent military station), [f. F 
cantonnement (prec., -ment)] 

can'tor, n. 1. Leader of singing in church, 
precentor. 2. Precentor in synagogue. 
[L] 

cantor'ial, a. Of the precentor, of N. side 
of choir (cf. decanal), [f. L as foil. +-al] 

cSntor'ts, mus. direction. To be sung by 
cantorial side in antiphonal singing. [L, 
genit. of cantor precentor (canere cant¬ 
sing, -OR)] 

can'trip, n. (Sc.). Witch’s trick; piece of 
mischief, playful act. [orig. unkn. ] 

Canuck', n. & a. (si.). French Canadian; 
‘Canadian. [U.S. word] 

can'vas, n. Strong unbleached cloth of 
hemp or flax, for sails, tents, painting on; 
open kind used as basis for tapestry & 
embroidery; under ~, in tent(s), with 
sails spread; racing-boat’s covered end; 
picture; ~-back, N.-Amer. duck (f. colour 
of back feathers). [ME & ONF canevas f. 
Horn. *cannabaceus (L f. Gk kannabis 
hemp, -aceous)] 

can'vass, v.t. & i.,&n. Discuss thorough¬ 
ly; solicit votes, solicit votes from (con¬ 
stituency), ascertain sentiments of, ask 
custom of, whence ~er1 n.; (n.) ~ing for 
votes, [f. prec., orig. sense being toss in 
a sheet, & so shake up, agitate, etc.] 

can'yon, canon (kan'yon), n. Deep gorge 
freq. with stream, [f. Sp. canon tube 
(cahai. L canna cane1)] 

canzonet', n. Short light song; kind of 
madrigal, [f. It. canzonetla (canzone f. L 
cantionem f. canere sing)] 

caoutchouc (kowch'ook), n. & a. (Of) un¬ 
vulcanized rubber. [F, f. Carib. cahuchu] 

cap1, n. Head-dress (woman’s, esp. of 
muslin etc. worn indoors, but also now, 
like man’s or boy’s, for outdoor use, 
brimless & of cloth or soft material; ~ in 
hand, humbly; ~ fils, person feels that 
general remark is true of him; set one’s 
~ at, try to attract as suitor); special 
head-dress (college or square ~; steel ~, 
helmet; Scotch ~, part of Highland 
costume; football ~, of velvet etc., i| sign 
of inclusion in team; ~ of maintenance; 

~ of liberty, conical, given to Roman slave 
on emancipation, now Republican sym¬ 
bol ; ~ <& bells, jester’s insignia; fool’s~); 
caplike covering, natural (mushroom top, 
knee-~, etc.), or added for various pur¬ 
poses (windmill top, toe-~, inner watch- 
case ; percussion ~, for igniting explosive 
in cartridges etc.); (Naut.) doubly pierced 
block for lengthening mast by extra spar; 
conical paper bag, cornet; (Fox-hunting 
etc.) recognized payment by non-sub¬ 

scriber for day’s hunting (collected in ~), 
whence ~p'er1 n., the authorized col¬ 
lector ; ~ -paper, whity-brown for packing, 
also a size of writing-paper; ~-stone, top 
stone, coping. [OE cseppe f. LL cappa, 
of unkn. orig.; cf. CAPE1, cope1] 

cap2, v.t. & i. (-pp-). Put cap upon; (Sc. 
Univv.) confer degree on; put percussion 
cap on nipple of (gun); protect (end of beam 
etc.) with metal etc., whence ~p'lNGl (3) 
n.; lie on top of, crown; award (a player) 
his cap (for football etc.); outdo (~ anec¬ 
dote, quotation, etc., produce a better or 
another apposite one; ~ verses, reply 
with one beginning with the last’s last 
letter); touch or take off one’s hat to 
(also intr. with to); injure at point (horse 
~s its hocks), [f. prec. ] 

capabil'itly, n. Power of (action etc., 
actmfir etc.), for (being done something 
to), to (do something); undeveloped 
faculty (has ~ies). [foil., -bility] 

cap'ablle, a. Susceptible (of, or abs.); 
having the power or fitness for (of); 
wicked enough for (of); gifted, able. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [F, f. LL capabilis 
(L capere hold, -ble)] 

capa'cious (-shus), a. Roomy. Hence 
~ness n. [L capax (capere hold), -acious] 

capa'citance, n. (electr.). 1. Ratio of the 
change in an electric charge to the 
corresponding change in potential. 2. 
Ability to store a charge of electricity, 
CAPACITY, [f. CAPACIT(Y) + -ANCE ] 

capa'citate, v.t. Render capable (for, to 
do); make legally competent, [capacity, 
-ATE 3] 

capa'citor, n. (electr.). Device for storing 
electric charges, [f. capacit(y) +-or] 

capa'city, n. Holding-power, receiving- 
-power, (for happiness, heat, moisture; 
filled to ~, quite full; ~ house, packed 
theatre etc.); producing-power; cubic 
content (measure of ~, for vessels & 
liquids, grain, etc.); mental power, 
faculty; capability, opportunity, to do, 
of doiwfir, etc. (rare); position, relative 
character, (in a civil ~; in my ~ as crit ic); 
legal competency; (Electr.) power of an 
apparatus to store electricity, capaci¬ 
tance. [f. F capaciU f. L capacitatem 
(capacious, -ty)] 

cap-a-pie' (-ape), adv. From head to 
foot, (armed, ready, etc.), [f. OF cap a 
pie] 

capa'rison, n. (freq. pi.), & v.t. Horse’s 
trappings; equipment, outfit; (vb) put 
~ upon. [f. F caparasson (now -aeon) 
f. Pr. -assoun f. -asso ult. f. LL cappa 
cap1; cf. med. L caparo (capa cape1)] 

cape1, n. Short sleeveless cloak, either as 
separate garment or as fixed or detach¬ 
able part of longer cloak or coat. Hence 
capED2 (-pt) a. [16th c. f. F, f. Pr. capa 
(_= OF chape) f. LL cappa cap1] 

cape2, C-, n. & a. Headland, promontory; 
the C~, of Good Hope, also = C~ Pro¬ 
vince (C~ boy, S.-African of mixed black 



capelin 1 

& white descent), & as adj. of its products 
(C~ wine etc.; C~ doctor, strong S.-E. 
wind peculiar to S. Africa; C~ Dutch, 
S.-Afr. Dutch, Afrikaans; C~ gooseberry, 
kind of winter cherry; C~ smoke, S.- 
-African brandy). [14th c. crape f. F f. Pr. 
cap f. Pmm. *capo f. L caput head] 

cap'(e)lin, n. Small smelt-like fish used 
as cod-bait. [F cap(e)lan, -in] 

cap'er1, n. Bramble-like S.-European 
shrub; (pi.) its flower-buds pickled 
(esp. ~ sauce)-, English ~s, seed vessels 
of nasturtium pickled. [ME caperis, 
caperes, (sing.) f. L f. Gk lcapparis; for loss 
of -S cf. CHERRY, PEA] 

cap'er2, n., & v.i. (Give a) frisky move¬ 
ment, leap; fantastic proceeding; cut ra~, 
~s, = ~ vb. [short for capriole] 

capercaill'Ie, -l'zie (-lyl, -IzI), n. Wood- 
-grouse, largest European gallinaceous 
bird (Scotland etc.), [f. Gael, capull coille 
horse of the wood] 

cap'erer, n. In vbl senses; esp., caddis-fly 
(from its flight), [caper2, -er1] 

cap'ful (-dbl), n. Enough to fill a cap; 
esp., ~ of wind, passing gust, [-pul (2)] 

cdp'ids n. Writ of arrest. [L, = arrest] 
capilla'rity, n. (Power of exerting) capil¬ 
lary attraction or repulsion, [f. F capil¬ 
larity see foil., -ty] 

capill'ary (also kap-), a. & n. Of hair; 
hair-like, thin as a hair; (tube, blood- 
-vessel) of minute or hair-like diameter 
(e.g. one of ramified blood-vessels inter¬ 
vening between arteries & veins); so ~ 
attraction, repdlsion. [f. L capillaris 
(-ary2) f. capillus hair; cf. F capillaire] 

cap'ital1, n. Head or cornice of pillar or 
column. [ME, f. OF capitel f. L capitellum 
dim. of capitulum dim. of caput head] 

cap'ital2, a. & n. Involving loss of life, 
punishable by death, (~ sentence, offence); 
vitally injurious, fatal, (~ error); stand¬ 
ing at the head (~ letter, also ~ as noun); 
chief (~ manor, held in capite or direct 
from king; ~ messuage, occupied by 
owner of estate with several messuages; 
~ town or city, or ~ as noun, head town of 
country, county, etc.); important, lead¬ 
ing, first-class, (~ ship, battleship or battle 
cruiser); excellent, first-rate, (often as 
interj. of approval); original, principal, 
(~ fund or ~, stock with which company 
or person enters into business, accumu¬ 
lated wealth used in producing more, 
holders of this as a class, as C~ & Labour; 
~ goods, goods (to be) used in producing 
commodities, opp. consumer goods; fixed 
~, machinery etc., circulating or floating 
~, goods, money, etc.; so fig., make ~ out 
of, turn to account). Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF f. L capitalis (caput -itis 
head, -al)] 

cap'italism, capitalist, (also kaplt-), 
nn. Possession or influence or system, 
possessor, of capital or fund used in pro¬ 
duction, (mod., Pol.) dominance of private 
capitalists (opp. socialism). Hence capi- 
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talis'tic a. [prec., -ism(3), -ist(3), after F 
-isme, -iste] 

capitalize, -is|e(-Iz; also kraplti, v.t. 
Convert into, use as, capital; compute or 
realize present value of (income); (fig.) 
turn to account, make use of to one’s 
advantage. Hence ~a'tion n. [-lZE(3);cf. 
F -iser] 

capitate, -ated, aa. (nat. hist.). Having 
distinct head; with clustered flowers etc. 
[f. L capitatus headed (caput -itis, -ate2)] 

capita'tion, n. (Levying of) tax or fee 
of so much a head; ~ grant, of so much 
for every person fulfilling conditions. [F, 
or f. LL capitatio poll-tax (caput -itis 
head, -ation)] 

Capitol, n. Roman temple of Jupiter 
on Tarpeian hill (later ~ine hill or ~ine); 
•Congress or State legislature building. 
[ME, f. ONF capitolie, OF -oile, f. L 
capitolium (caput head), whence mod. sp. ] 

capit'ular, a. Of a cathedral chapter; 
(Physiol.) of a terminal protuberance of 
bone. [f. med. L capitularis (L capitulum 
CHAPTER, -AR1)] 

capit'ulary, n. Collection of ordinances, 
esp. of Frankish kings, [f. med. L capitu- 
larius, -ium (as prec., -ary1)] 

capit'ulate, v.i. Surrender esp. on terms, 
[f. med. L capitulare draw up under heads 
(capitulum), see -ate3] 

capitula'tion, n. Stating heads of sub¬ 
ject ; agreement, conditions, (esp. the C~s, 
hist., by which foreign residents in Turkey 
had exterritoriality); surrender on terms, 
instrument containing these. [F, or f. 
LL capitulatio (prec., -ation)] 

cap'on, n. Castrated edible cock. Hence 
~ize(3) v.t. [late OE capun f. AN capun, 
-on, f. Rom. *cappone f. L caponem (nom. 
capo) ] 

caponier', n. Covered passage across 
ditch of fort. [f. F caponnidre f. Sp. 
caponera orig. a capon-cote (see prec.)] 

cdp'oral (-ahl), n. A French tobacco. [F] 
capfit', n., & v.t. (-tt-). (In piquet) win¬ 
ning of all tricks by one player; (vb) do 
this against (opponent). [F] 

capote', n. Soldier’s, traveller’s, etc., long 
cloak with hood. [F, dim. of cape cape1] 

cap'ric, a. (chem.). ~ acid, obtained 
from butter, coco-nut oil, etc. [f. L caper 
-pri goat + -10 (from its goatlike smell) ] 

cdpric'cio (-echo), n. (mus.). Lively (usu. 
short) musical composition. [It., see foil. ] 

caprice' (-es), n. Unaccountable change 
of mind or conduct, fancy, freak; in¬ 
clination to these; work of sportive fancy 
in art etc. [F, f. It. capriccio sudden start, 
orig. ‘horror’; mod. sense f. capra goat] 

capri'cious (-shw.s), a. Guided by whim, 
inconstant, irregular, incalculable. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~NESS n. [f. F capricieux f. It. 
capriccioso (prec., -ous)] 

Cap'ricdrn, n. Zodiacal constellation 
Goat; tenth sign of zodiac; tropic o/~. 

[f. OF -come or L capricornus (caper -pri 
goat, cornu horn) ] 

B813 
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capriflca'tion, n. Hastening of ripeness 
in figs by subjecting them to puncture by 
wild-fig gall-insects, [f. L caprificatio f. 
capriflcus wild fig (caper goat, ficus fig), 
-ATTON ] 

cap'rine, a. Of, like, a goat. [f. L 
caprinus (caper -pri, -ine1)] 

cap'riole, n., & v.i. (Give a) leap, caper, 
esp. (in manege) horse’s high leap & kick 
without advancing. [F (now cab-), or f. 
It. capriola, capriolare leap (L capreolus 
dim. of caper goat)] 

capro'Ic, a. (chem.). ~ acid, found with 
capric & butyric acids in butter etc. [var. 
of CAPRic for differentiation 1 

caps, abbr. of capitals (capital letters) in 
direction to printers etc. 

cap'sicum, n. Kinds of plant with hot 
capsules & seeds; the prepared fruit, 
[mod. L, perh. f. L capsa case2] 

capsizle', n., & v.t. & i. Upset, overturn, 
(of ship, boat). Hence ~'al(2) n. [f. cap¬ 
os in Pr. capvirar = F chavirer capsize 
(cf. It. capovolgere, Sp. capuzar); 2nd 
elem. unexpl. ] 

cap'stan, n. Revolving barrel, worked by 
men working round & pushing horizontal 
levers, or by steam etc., for winding cable 
in, hoisting heavy sails, etc. [f. Pr. 
cabestan, earlier cabeslran, f. cabestre 
halter f. L capistrum f. capere hold] 

cap'sul|e, n. (Physiol.) membranous en¬ 
velope; (Bot.) dry seed-case opening 
when ripe by parting of valves; (Chem.) 
shallow saucer for evaporating etc.; 
(Med.) gelatine envelope enclosing dose; 
metallic top for bottle; detachable nose- 
-cone of rocket or space missile containing 
instruments for recording & transmitting 
scientific data. Hence ~ar1, ~Iform, aa., 
<~x- comb. form. [F, f. L capsula (case2, 
-ule)] 

cap'tain1 (-tin), n. Chief, leader; great 
soldier, strategist, experienced com¬ 
mander; (Army) officer of rank next 
below major & above lieutenant, nor¬ 
mally commanding a company or troop; 
(Navy) officer commanding man-of-war 
(also used, by courtesy, of commander); 
O- of the Fleet, adj utant-general of a 
force, with rear-admiral’s uniform; chief 
sailor of special gang (~ of forecastle etc.); 
Master of merchant ship; manager of 
Cornish mine; foreman; || head boy or 
girl at school; leader of side in games; 
= grey gurnard ; ~’s biscuit, partly fer¬ 
mented ship’s biscuit of superior quality. 
Hence ~cy, ~shfp, nn., ~less a., (-tin-). 
[ME & OF capitain f. LL capitaneus chief 
(L caput capit- head); cf. chieftain] 

cap'tain2 (-tin), v.t. Be captain of, lead. 
[f. prec. ] 

captation, n. Use of ad captandum argu¬ 
ments or appeals, [f. L captatio (captare 
catch at, frequent, of capere take, -ation)] 

cap'tion, n. II Legal arrest; (Law) certifi¬ 
cate attached to or written on document; 
heading of chapter, article, etc.; wording 

carat 
on cinema screen, cartoon, etc. [f. L 
captio (capere take, -tion)] 

cap'tious (-shirs), a. Fallacious, sophis¬ 
tical; fond of taking excoption, trying to 
catch people in their words. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ~ness n. [f. F captieux or L captio- 
sus(prec., -ous)] 

cap'tiv late, v.t. Fascinate, charm. Hence 
~a'tion n. [f. LL caplivare take captive, 
-ate 3] 

cap'tive, a. & n. (Person, animal) taken 
prisoner, kept in confinement, under 
restraint, unable to escape; of, like, 
prisoner (~ state); lead, take, hold, ~; ~ 
balloon, held by rope from ground. So 
captiv'iTY n. [ME, f. OF captif f. L 
caplivus (capere capt- take, -ive) ] 

cap'tor, n., cap'tress, n. fem. One who 
takes a captive or prize, [-or LL (as 
prec., -or); & see -ess1] 

cap'tur|e, n., & v.t. Seizing, taking 
possession of; thing or person seized; 
(v.t.) take prisoner, seize as prize; hence 
~er 1 n. [F, f. L captura as prec., -ure] 

Cap'uchin, n. & a. Franciscan (friar) of 
new rule of 1528; woman’s cloak & 
hood; ~ monkey, pigeon, kinds with head 
hair or feathers like cowl. [F (now -cin), f. 
It. capuccino (capuccio cowl f. cappa cap ■)] 

cap'ut mm-'tuuTn, n. Worthless residue. 
[L, = dead head; alch. term for residuum 
of any substance after distillation or 
sublimation] 

capybSr'a, n. Large S.-Amer. rodent 
allied to guinea-pig. [Brazilian] 

CiH, n. Wheeled vehicle (chiefly poet. = 
chariot; ~ of the sun, triumphal ~, ~ of 
Juggernaut, etc.; or with specification as 
jaunt motor—^ tramway-~ ,dining- 
—; in U.S. of any railway carriage or van; 
in Engl, also of motor-car, of low two- 
- wheeled truck for hogsheads etc., & of 
other low heavy carts); pendant of airship 
or balloon holding passengers; 
driver of van or jaunting-~, carter, 
carrier. Hence ~'ful(2) n. [ME & ONF 
carre f. Rom. *carra, = L carrus, -um 
four-wheeled vehicle, f. Celt. *karrom, -os 
(OIr., OWelsh karr)] 

carabineer', cSFb-, n. Soldier with car¬ 
bine; The C~s, (formerly) 6th Dragoon 
Guards, [f. F carabinier (carbine, -Eer)] 

ca'racal, n. Kind of lynx. [F, f. Turk. 
qarah-qulaq black-ear] 

ca'racSle, -61, n., & v.i. (Execute) half- 
-turn(s) to right or left (of horse or rider), 
[f. F caracole{r)] 

ca'racul (-obi), n. Kind of astrakhan fur; 
cloth imitating this. [Russ.] 

carafe' (-ahf), n. Glass water-bottle for 
table. [F, f. It. caraffa prob. f. Sp. garrafa 
f. Arab, gharafa draw water] 

ca'ramel, n. Burnt sugar used for colour¬ 
ing spirits etc.; a sweetmeat; the colour 
of ~, a light brown. [F, f. Sp. caramelo] 

ca'rapace, n. Upper shell of tortoise & 
crustaceans. [F, f. Sp. carapacho] 

ca'rat, n. Measure of weight for precious 
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stones, about 31 grains; measure of 
purity of gold, pure gold being 24 [F, 
f. It. carato f. Arab, qirat f. Gk keration 
fruit of carob (dim. of keras horn)] 

ca'ravan {or -van'), n. Eastern or N.- 
- African company of merchants, pilgrims, 
etc., travelling together for safety, esp. 
through desert; covered cart or carriage, 
house on wheels. [16th-c. carouan f. Pers. 
karwan, later assim. to F caravane] 

caravan'serai ( ri), -sera, -sary, n. 
Eastern quadrangular inn with great 
inner court where caravans put up. [f. 
Pers. karwansarai (prec., sara mansion)] 

ca'ravel, cSbv'el, n. (hist.). Small light 
fast ship, chiefly Spanish & Portuguese 
of 15th-17th cc. [15th c. carvel etc. f. OF 
carvelle f. Pg. caravela, ult. f. LL f. Gk 
karabos crab, light ship; 16th c. caravel 
f. F -velle or It. -vella] 

ca'raway (-a-w-), n. Umbelliferous plant 
with fruit (—seeds) used in cakes. [15th 
c., immediate source uncert.; f. OSp. 
alcarahueya f. Arab, alkaravriya; in med. 
L, F, It., Sp. carvi (whence Sc. carvy); 
ult. orig. perh. L f. Gk. karon, kareon 
cummin] 

curb-, carbo-, comb, forms of carbon. 
Hence cdrb'lBE n. (often for calcium car¬ 
bide used in making acetylene gas), 

cabb'ine, ca'ra-, n. Short fire-arm for 
cavalry use. [f. F carabine, weapon of the 
carabin a mounted musketeer] 

cabbohyd'rate, n. (chem.). Energy-pro¬ 
ducing organic compound of carbon with 
oxygen & hydrogen (starch, sugar, 
glucose). 

cabbol'ic, a. (chem.). ~ acid, powerful 
antiseptic & disinfectant. Hence carb'o- 
llZF.(5) V.t. [CARB-, -0L, -IC] 

carb'on, n. (chem.). Non-metallic element 
occurring as diamond, graphite, & char¬ 
coal, in carbonic acid gas, the carbon¬ 
ates, & all organic compounds; (Electr.) 
charcoal pencil used in one form of elec¬ 
tric lighting; = ~ copy (made with ~ 
paper); ~ dioxide, carbonic acid gas; ~ 
monoxide, very poisonous, colourless, 
almost odourless gas formed during in¬ 
complete combustion of coke, charcoal, 
etc., occurring in coal-gas & in the ex¬ 
haust fumes of motor engines; ~ printing, 
process, producing permanent prints in 
various colours; ~ paper, for taking copies 
of letters etc. Hence ~ate1(3) n. [f. F 
carbone f. L carbonem nom. -o charcoal] 

catbona'ceous (-shus), a. Of, like, coal 
or charcoal; consisting of or containing 
carbon, [as prec.,-aceous] 

caPbonttr'i (-re), n. (hist.). Neapolitan 
secret society of republican revolutionists. 
[It. pi. of carbonaro charcoal-burner, the 
name assumed by the society ] 

cabb'onate, v.t. (chem.). Form into a 
carbonate; impregnate with carbonic 
acid gas, aerate, [f. carbonate n. see 
carbon, -ate3] 

cabbon'ic, a. (chem.). Of carbon; ~ acid 

card 
{gas), the gas formed in combustion of 
carbon, given out in breathing, & con¬ 
stituting choke-damp, [-ic] 

cabbonif'erous, a. Producing coal; 
(Geol.)~ strata, system, formation, palaeo¬ 
zoic next above old red sandstone; ~ 
age, era, period, in which these strata were 
deposited, [carbon, -i-, -ferous] 

cfibb'onizle, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Convert into 
carbon; reduce to charcoal or coke; cover 
(paper) with carbon for taking copies. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [-ize(3, 5)] 

carbo run'dum, n. Silicon carbide used 
for polishing by abrasion. [P; carbon -f 
CORUNDUM] 

cSfb'oy, n. Large globular glass bottle 
usually protected with a frame, [f. Pers. 
qarabah] 

c<ftb'uncl]e, n. Red precious stone (for¬ 
merly of many kinds, e.g. ruby; now 
garnet cut in boss shape); malignant 
tumour, anthrax, pimple on nose or face, 
whence ~ed2 (-Id), cdbbunc'ulAR1, aa. 
[ME charbucle etc., f. OF f. L carbunculus 
small coal (carbon, -uncle); mod. forms 
assim. to L ] 

carburet', v.t. (-tt-). Combine (any ele¬ 
ment) chemically with carbon; charge 
with carbon. Hence ~t'0R or ~t,ER1 

(2) n., apparatus mixing air with petrol 
vapour for combustion in motor engines. 
[CARBON, -URET] 

car'cajou (-job, -zhoo), n. American glut¬ 
ton, wolverene. [N.-Amer. F, app. of 
Ind. orig.] 

cdbc'ass, -ase, n. Dead body (of human 
body now only with contempt); (with 
butchers) beast’s trunk without head 
or offal (~ meat, raw meat as dist. from 
corned or tinned meat); mere 'body, dead 
or alive (to save one’s ~), worthless re¬ 
mains (of); skeleton, framework, (of 
house, ship, etc.); (Mil.) kind of fire-ball 
from gun for igniting buildings. [ME 
carcois etc. f. AF (OF charcois etc.) = 
med. L carcosium; 16th c. carcasse f. F 
= It. carcassa; ult, orig. unkn.] 

cabcin'ogen, n. (med.). Any cancer- 
-producing substance, [f. Gk karkinos 
crab, cancer + -gen] 

carcinom'a, n. (pi. -ata). (med.). (A form 
of) cancer. [L, f. Gk karkinoma ulcer f. 
karkinos (prec.)] 

card \ n., & v.t. (Cleanse, comb, get into 
order, also scratch or torture, with) 
toothed instrument, wire-brush, or wire- 
-set rubber or vulcanite strip, for raising 
nap on cloth or preparing wool, hemp, 
etc.; ~-thistle, teasel; ~ing-machine, with 
card-strips fixed on rollers. [ME, f. OF 
carde f. Pr. carda f. cardar f. Rom. *car- 
ilare f. L carere card; vb f. OF carder f. 
Pr. cardar] 

cdbd2, n. (Also playing-~) one of pack of 
52 oblong pieces of pasteboard used iu 
games (court1—; house of~s, (lit.) child’s 
game, (fig.) insecure scheme etc.; ~s, 
card-playing; sure, safe, doubtful, etc.. 
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—, such a plan, expedient; knowing, queer, 
—, such a person; put (all) one’s —s on the 
table, disclose all one’s resources, plans, 
etc.; throw up, show, one’s —s, give up, 
let out, one’s plan; — up one’s sleeve, 
plan in reserve; on the~s, likely, possible); 
fiat piece of thick paper or pasteboard 
for various purposes (speak by the —, with 
precision, f. obs. use = mariner’s com¬ 
pass; II post2— ; (colloq.) an eccentric per¬ 
son, a character; correspondence—, for 
short notes; = ticket of admission; = 
invitation; — or visiting—, with name 
etc., sent or left in lieu of formal visit, so 
leave a — on; wedding, Christmas, etc., —, 
sent in notification or compliment to 
friends; collecting—, for entering sub¬ 
scribers to charities; programme of events 
at race-meetings etc., or of cricket scores, 
esp. correct —; the —, the correct thing, 
what is expected; printed or written 
notice, rules, etc,, for hanging in window 
or on wall); —case, for carrying visiting- 
—s; ~-basket, -rack, for keeping visitors’ 
—s; board, pasteboard for cutting —s 
from or making boxes etc.; — index (in 
which each item is entered on separate 
—); ~-index (v.t.), make a — index of; 

sharper, swindler at —games; || — vote 
(of delegates each counting for the num¬ 
ber of his constituents), [f. F carte f. L 
charla f. Gk khartes papyrus-leaf; -d for 
-te unexplained] 

cdrd'amom, n. Spice from seed-capsules 
of E.-Ind. plants, [f. L cardamomum or 
F cardamoms f. Gk kardamomon (karda- 
mon cress, amomon a spice plant)] 

cdrd'an, a. (engineering). — joint, uni¬ 
versal joint; — shaft (with universal 
joint at one or both ends), [f. G. Car¬ 
dano, Italian mathematician (d. 1576)] 

cdrd'iac, a. & n. Of the heart (esp. path., 
as — symptoms, of heart-disease); of upper 
orifice of stomach; (n.) heart-stimulant, 
cordial, [f. L cardiacus (esp. in cardiaca 
passio), f. Gk kardiakos f. kardia heart; cf. 
F car diague) 

cdrd'igan, n. Knitted woollen jacket 
with or without sleeves, [named after 
Earl of C~ c. 1855] 

cdrd'inal, C-, a. & n. On which some¬ 
thing hinges, fundamental, important, (— 
virtues, the four natural & three theologi¬ 
cal, see virtue ; — numerals, the primitive 
ones, one, two, three, etc., as opp. to the 
ordinal ones, first, second, third, etc.; 
— points (of compass), N., S., E., W.; — 
church, hist., one of principal chinches in 
Home, to which others were subordinate, 
whence C—, noun, orig. person in charge 
of one of these, now one of seventy princes 
of R.-C. Ch., members of Pope’s council 
of 6 ~ bishops, 50 — priests, & 14 — 
deacons, & electors of new Pope, whence 
—ate1, —ship, nn.; also prefixed to other 
titles, as C—Legate), whence —ly2 adv.; 
of deep scarlet; woman’s short hooded 
(orig. scarlet) cloak; small scarlet bird; 

caret 

(Zool.) of the hinge of a bivalve; — 
-flower, scarlet lobelia. [ME, f. OF f. L 
cardinalis (cardo -inis hinge, -al) ; n. f. OF 
in later eccl. uses of the Latin] 

cdrdio-, comb, form of Gk kardia heart, 
cardoon', n. Composite vegetable allied 
to artichoke, [f. F cardon f. carde arti¬ 
choke (-oon) f. Pr. carda, -do, f. Rom. 
*carda for L cardu(u)s thistle. See card 1 ] 

care1, n. Solicitude, anxiety; occasion 
for these; serious attention, heed, caution, 
pains, (take, have a, —, be cautious);, 
charge, protection, (A, c]o or — of B, in 
addresses; have the, take, — of; in, under, 
one’s —); thing to be done or seen to (—s 
of State etc.; that shall be my —); —ZacZen, 
-worn, with anxieties; —'taker, person 
hired to take charge, esp. of house in 
owner’s absence, (adj.) exorcising tem¬ 
porary control, as a ~taker (stopgap) 
government. [OE caru, OS cara, OHG 
chara, ON kor, Goth, kara f. Gmc *karo] 

care3, v.i. Feel concern or interest for or 
about; provide food, attendance, etc., for 
(children, invalids, etc.); (w. neg. ex¬ 
pressed or implied) feel regard, deference, 
affection, for, be concerned whether etc., 
(often with expletive a pin, a damn, a 
farthing, a tinker’s cuss; couldn’t — less, 
colloq.,1 be utterly indifferent; I don’t — if 
I do, am willing); be willing or wishful to 
(should not — to be seen with him; do you 
— to try them?). [OE carian f. Gm.6j*karo- 
jan (prec.)] ; 

careen', v.t. & i. Turn (ship) on one side 
for cleaning, caulking, etc.; (cause to) 
heel over; *(of vehicle etc.) career wildly, 
[ult. f. L carina keel] 

careen'age, n. Careening a ship; expense 
of it; place for it. [f. prec. +-age] 

career', n., & v.t. 1. Swift course, im¬ 
petus, (in full, mid, etc., —); course or 
progress through life; development & 
success of party, principle, nation, etc.; 
way of making a livelihood (a — diplomat, 
a professional); hence —1ST (3) n., one 
intent mainly on personal advancement 
& success in life. 2. v.i. Go swiftly or 
wildly (often about), [f. F carritre f. It. 
-iera f. Rom. *carraria (via) carriage- 
(road) f. L carrus car1] 

care'ful (-arf-), a. Concerned for, taking 
care of; painstaking, watchful, cautious, 
(to do, that, what, whether, etc.); done with 
or showing care. Hence — ly2 adv., —NESS 
n. [OE carful; see -ful] 

care'less (-ail-), a. Unconcerned, light¬ 
hearted ; inattentive, negligent (of), 
thoughtless; inaccurate. Hence —ly2 
adv.,— ness n. [OE carleas; see -less] 

caress', n., & v.t. 1. Fondling touch, kiss; 
blandishment. 2. v.t. Bestow these on; 
pet, make much of; hence —ingLY2 adv. 
[f. F caresse(r) f. It. carezza(re) f. L cants 
dear] 

ca'ret (or kar-) n. Mark (a) placed below 
line to show place of omission. [L, = is 
wanting] 
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cShg'o, n. (pi. ~es). Freight of ship. [f. 
Sp. cargo f. cargar f. LL car{ri)care 
CHARGE2] 

Ca'rlb, n. & a. (One) of aboriginal in¬ 
habitants of Southern W.-Ind. islands. 
So ~be'an a. [f. Sp. Caribe cf. cannibal] 

caribou' (-00), -boo', n. N.Amer. rein¬ 
deer. [-ou Canad. F, prob. f. native wd] 

caricatur|e', n., & v.t. Grotesque repre¬ 
sentation of person or thing by over- 
-emphasis on characteristic traits (pic¬ 
torial, literary, or mimetic); hence 
ist(1) n.; (v.t.) make, give, a ~e of; 
henco ~'able a. [F, f. It. caricatura 
(in 17th c. Eng. use)] 

car'iSs (-z), n. Decay (of hones or teeth). 
[L] 

c&'rtllon (-lyon, or karll'yon), n. Set of bells 
sounded either from keyboard or mechan¬ 
ically ; air played on bells; instrument (or 
part of organ) imitating peal of bells. [F] 

carln'la, n. (zool. & bot.) Ridge-shaped 
structure. Hence ~al, car'inAXE2, aa., 
~o- comb. form. [L, =kcel]. 

car'ious, a. Decayed (esp. of bones, teeth). 
[f. L cariosus caries, -ose1)] 

cark'ing, a. Burdensome (alw. with care). 
[f. obs. vb cark f. ONF carlcier f. Rom. 
"carcare f. LL carricare charge2] 

II cail(e), n. (Sc.). Man, fellow. [OE in 
comb, as hus-carl f. ON karl cogn. w. 
churl] 

II cSH'ine1, n. (Sc.). Old woman. [ME & 
ON kerling fern, of prec.] 

cSH'ine2, n. Kinds of composite plants 
allied to thistle. [F, f. med. L carlina for 
Carolina reputedly named f. Carolus 
Charlemagne ] 

Carl'ism, Carl'ist, nn. Spanish legiti¬ 
mism, legitimist, support(er) of Don 
Carlos (d. 1855) second son of Charles IV. 
[-ISM(3), -IST(2)] 

CaHovin'gian, Carolin'gian, (-3), a. &n. 
(One) of second French dynasty founded 
by Charlemagne (d. 814). [f. F carlo- 
vingien after mirovingien Merovingian ] 

CSriyl'|ism, n. Principles, literary man¬ 
ner, a mannerism, of Carlyle. So ~e'an, 

~ian, aa., ~ese' a. & n. [Thomas Carlyle 
1795-1881; -ISM(3, 4)] 

Carm'agnole (-anyol), n. Song & dance 
among French revolutionists of 1793. [F] 

CSrm'elite, n. & a. (Member) of mendi¬ 
cant order of friars (also White Friars f. 
their white cloak); fine woollen stuff, usu. 
grey. [F, or f. med. L carmelita (Mt 
Carmel in Palestine, place of foundation 
in 12th c., -ITE1 (1))] 

cdrm'inative, a. & n. (Drug) curing 
flatulence, [f. F -if or med. L carminati- 
vus f. carminarc heal (by incantation); see 
CHARM, -ATIVE] 

carm'ir.e, n. & a. (Coloured like, colour 
of) crimson pigment made from cochi¬ 
neal. [f. F or Sp. carmin, f. med. L 
carminium, f. carmesinum crimson + 
minium cinnobar] 

cSln'age, n. Great slaughter, esp. of 

carousel 
men. [F, f. It. camaggio (L caro carnis 
flesh, -AGE)] 

carn'al, a. Sensual, fleshly; sexual {have 
~ knowledge of, have sexual intercourse 
with); unsanctified, worldly. Hence 
~ism(2), cahnai'iTY, nn., ~ize(3) v.t., 
~ly2 adv. [f. LL carnalis {caro see prec., 
-At)] 

cShna'tion1, n. & a. (Of) rosy pink (orig. 
flesh-) colour. [F, f. LL carnationem (as 
prec., -ATION) fleshiness] 

carna'tion2, n. Cultivated kinds of clove 
pink, [in 10th c. also coronation, perh. 
the orig. form, later assim. to prec. ] 

cShnau'ba (-naoo-, -now-), n. Brazilian 
wax palm; (also Brazilian wax) its yellow¬ 
ish wax. [Braz. Port. ] 

cdlnel'ian. = cornelian, [late 17th c. 

var. of cornelian, after L caro etc., as 
flesh-coloured] 

cdrn'i]fy, v.t. & i. (path.). Change (t. & i. 
of bone, lungs, etc.) to structure of flesh 
or muscle. Hence ~fica'iion n. [L caro 
carnis flesh, -fy] 

cSrn'ival, n. Half-week or week before 
Lent; festivities usual during this in 
R.-C. countries; riotous revelry; reckless 
indulgence in something (0/; ~ of blood¬ 
shed etc.). [10th c., f. It. came-, carnovale 
f. med.L carnelevarium etc. Shrovetide, 
f. L cam- {caro) flesh +levare put away] 

carntv'ora, n. Large order of flesh-eating 
mammalia, including cats, dogs, etc. [L 
neut. pl^see carnivorous] 

carn'ivore, n. Carnivorous animal or 

plant. [F, as foil.] 
carniv'orous, a. Feeding on flesh (esp. of 
the carnivora, & of plants digesting 
animal substance), [f. L carnivorus {caro 
carnis flesh, -vorous) ] 

|| cabn'y,-ey,v.t.(colloq.). Coax, wheedle, 
[orig. unkn. ] 

ca'rob, n. Horn-like pod of Mediter¬ 
ranean—tree. [16th c., f. F carobe (now 
-oube) f. Arab, kharrubah bean-pod] 

ca'rol, n., & v.t. & i. (-11-). 1. Joyous song, 
human or of birds, esp. Christmas hymn. 
2. vb. Utter, celebrate with, these; hence 
~1er1 n. [ME, f. OF carole{r) of unkn. 
orig. ] 

Ca'rollne, a. Of Charlemagne; of the 
time of Charles I & II of England, [f. L 
Carolus Charles+-INE1] 

Carolingian. See carlovixoian. 

•ca'rom, n. Cannon at billiards, [see 
cannon1] 

carot'id, a. & n. Of, near, the two great 
arteries carrying blood to head; (n.) one 
of these, [f. F carotide f. Gk karotides pi. 
{karoo stupefy, compression of these 
arteries being thought to do this)] 

carousle' (-z), v.i., & n. (Have, engage 
in) a drinking-bout; drink deep. Hence 
~'al(2) n. [orig. as adv. = right out, in 
phr. drink ~ f. G gar aus trinlcen] 

carousel' (-o“oz-), carr-, n. Tournament 
(hist.); ’roundabout, merry-go-round, 
[f. F carrousel] 
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cfirp1, n. A freshwater fish usu. bred in 
ponds. [ME, f. OF carve f. Pr. f. LL 
car-pa, perh. of Gmo orig.; cf. OHG 
karpfo] 

cdrp2, y.i. Talk querulously, find fault, 
(usu. at)-, esp. ~ing tongue, criticism, 
captious, [obs. ME senses talk, say, sing, 
f. ON karpa to brag, but mod. sense 
(16th c.) f. or infl. by L carpere pluck at, 
slander] 

carp'al, a. Of the carpus, [carpus, -al] 
carp'd, n. (bot.). Pistil-cell, whether pistil 
is ono cell or several. Hence ~1ary 1 a. 
[f. F carpelle f. Gk karpos fruit, see -is 
(2)] 

cdip'cnter, n„ & v.i. & t. 1. Artificer in 
woodwork (esp. of rough solid kinds as 
in ship or house building, cf. joiner, 

CABlNET-mafcer; the ~’s son, Jesus); ~- 
-ant, -bee, kinds boring into trees; —scene, 
played before a painted scene (also ~- 
-scene) to give ~ time for preparing 
elaborate scene behind; so cdrp'entr.Y 
(2, 5) n. 2. vb. Do, make by, ~’s work. 
[ME & AF carpenter (OF -ier) f. LL 
carpenlarius (carpentum wagon f. Celt.)] 

cdrp'et, n., & v.t. 1. Thick woven or 
felted fabric for covering floor & stairs 
(at first of table-covering, whence on the 
~, under discussion; & as floor-covering 
long a boudoir luxury, whence —knight, 
stay-at-home soldier, ladies’ man); on the 
~, (also, colloq.) being reprimanded; 
smooth, soft, or bright expanse of grass, 
flowers, etc.; ~-bed, garden bed with 
dwarf plants arranged in pattern; — 
-dance, informal; —rods, keeping stair-~ 
in place; ~-snake, variegated Australian 
kind; —bag, travelling-bag, orig. made 
of ~; II —bagger, candidate for election or 
political agitator unconnected with dis¬ 
trict; hence ~less a. 2. v.t. Cover (as) 
with a carpet, whence ~in«1 (3) n.; || 
summon (servant etc.) into the room for 
reprimand, reprove. [ME, f. OF carpitc 
or med. L -ita, corresp. to OF charpie 
lint, f. Rom. *carpire f. L carpere pluck, 
pull to pieces] 

cdlphol'ogy, n. Delirious fumbling with 
bed-clothes etc. [f. Gk Icarphologia (kar- 
phos twig, lego pick, -Y1)] 

cdtpo-1, comb, form of carpus. 
edtpo-2, comb, form of Gk karpos fruit. 

Hence cdrpoL'OGY n. 
cfflp'us, n. (anat.; pi. -pi). Part of skeleton 
that unites hand etc. to fore-arm, eight 
small hones in higher vertebrates (in man, 
wrist; in horse, knee), [f. Gk karpos 
wrist] 

carrageen (kS/rogen), n. An edible sea¬ 
weed found in N. Europe, Irish moss. [f. 
Carragheen in Ireland] 

ca'rrel, n. 1. (hist.). Small enclosure or 
study in cloister. 2. Small cubicle in 
(stackroom of) library, [f. OF carole, 
med. L carola, of unkn. orig. ] 

ca'rriage (-rij), n. Conveying, transport; 
cost of conveying (~-free; \\~-forward. 

carry 
not prepaid); management (of enterprise 
etc.); passing (of Pari, motion etc.); 
manner of carrying (~ of head, body, etc.), 
bearing, deportment; wheeled vehicle for 
persons (hackney, railway, —-), esp. four- 
-wheeled private vehicle with two (~ <£• 
pair) or more horses (~ -company, -folk, 
who keep these), whence ~ful (-rijf-) 
(2) n.; wheeled support of gun (usu. gun- 
—); wheeled framework of vehicle apart 
from body; (Mech.) sliding etc. part of 
machinery for shifting position of other 
parts; ~ clock (going in any position); 
~-dog, spotted Dalmatian; ~-drive, road 
in parks etc.; ~-way, part of road in¬ 
tended for vehicular traffic. Hence ~less 
(-rljl-) a. [f. ONF cartage f. caricr (carry, 
-AGE)] 

ca'rriageable (-Ija-), a. Available for 
carriages (of road), [-able] 

ca'rrick bend, n. (naut.). Kind of knot 
or splice, [bend1; carrick perh. f. obs. 
carrack armed merchant ship ] 

ca'rrier, n. In vbl senses; esp.: person 
undertaking for hire the conveyance of 
parcels (common ~, legal term including 
also railway and steamship companies 
etc.); part of bicycle etc. for carrying 
luggage; person or animal that without 
suffering from a disease conveys its 
germs; —Bren ~, aircraft ~, etc.; — 
-pigeon ; ~-nation etc., conducting over¬ 
sea trade for others; ~ wave, continuous 
electromagnetic wave motion emitted 
by radio transmitter. [CARRY +-ER1] 

cu'rriole, n. Small open carriage for one; 
covered light cart; Canadian sledge. [F ] 

ca'rrion, n. & a. Dead putrefying flesh; 
anything vile, garbage, filth; —crow, be¬ 
tween raven & rook, feeding on ~, small 
animals, etc.; (adj.) rotten, loathsome. 
[ME, f. AN, ONF caroine, -oigne (F 
charogne), f. Rom. *caronia f. L caro 
flesh] 

carronade', n. (hist.). Short large- 
-calibred ship’s gun. [Carron (in Stirling¬ 
shire, Scotland) orig. place of making+ 
-ADE] 

ca'rrot, n. (Plant with) tapering orange- 
-coloured edible root; (pi., si.) red hair, 
red-haired person, whence ~y2 a. [f. F 
carotte f. L carola f. Gk kardton] 

ca'rry1, v.t. & i. 1. Convey in vehicle, 
ship, hand, or head (as news), or on person 
(also of vehicle etc., or water, wind, etc., 
as subject; ~ corn, from field to stack; 
fetch & ~, be underling; ~ all before one, 
succeed, overcome all opposition; ~ 
weight, be handicapped in horse-racing or 
fig.). 2. Conduct (pipes ~ water, wires ~ 
sound; ~ into effect; ~ one back, in fancy 
to earlier times; ~ off to prison, to dine). 
3. Transfer (figures to column of higher 
notation; ~ conviction, implant one’s own 
in other minds; ~ over, forward, entries to 
new page or account). 4. Propel to speci¬ 
fied distance (of gun etc., with obj. usu. 
omitted; also intr.^go of missile). 
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5. Cause or enable to go to (of motive, 
journey-money, etc.). 6. Bring to (of day’s 
journey etc.). 7. Prolong, continue, to (~ 
tower to 500 ft, modesty to excess). 8. Win 
(prize; ~ it, the day, succeed; ~ fortress 
etc., capture; ~ hearers with one, per¬ 
suade); win victory for (candidate; ~ 
one’s point, a motion, bill). 9. Wear, have 
with one, possess, involve, (arms, a watch, 
etc.; ~ one’s bat2 ; ~ weight, authority, be 
influential; ~ with one, remember; loans ~ 
interest, principles ~ consequences); stock 
(goods for sale). 10. Hold in a certain 
way (~ one’s head, body, oneself; ~ sword, 
in saluting-position). 11. Endure weight 
of, support, (ships ~ sail, piers ~ dome). 
12. ~ away, inspire, transport, deprive of 
self-control, (Naut.) lose (mast etc.) by 
breakage, break off or away; ~ off, remove 
from life, win, render passable, ~ it off 
(well), make brave show; ~ on, advance 
(process) a stage, continue, manage 
(business), (v.i.) go on with what one is 
doing, (colloq.) behave strangely, flirt or 
have amorous intrigue (with); ~ out, put 
(principles, instructions, etc.) in practice; 
~ over (St. Exch.), keep over to next 
settling-day; ~ through, bring safely out 
of difficulties, complete, [f. ONF carter (F 
charricr) f. car CAR] 

ca'rry2, n. (Mil.) the position of carrying 
sword; (Golf) ball’s flight before pitching; 
portage between rivers etc.; range of gun 
etc.; —over (St. Exch.), process of carry¬ 
ing or amount carried over. [prec. ] 

c£rt, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Strong two-wheeled 
vehicle (cf. wagon) used in farming & for 
heavy goods, (also spring, mail, dog, -~) 
light two-wheeled one-horse vehicle for 
driving in, (put ~ before horse, reverse 
order, take effect for cause); in the ~ (si.), 
in a fix, in an awTkward or losing position; 
—horse, thickset & fit for heavy work; 
~-ladder, rack at sides or ends for in¬ 
creasing capacity; ~-load, = ~ful, also 
large quantity of anything; —road, -way, 
too rough for carriages; —wheel, wheel of 
~, large coin as crown etc., lateral so¬ 
mersault (turn ~-wheel); —whip, long & 
heavy; —wright, maker of ~s; hence 
~,AGB(4),~'ER1,~'FUL(2) (-dbl), nn. 2. vb. 
Carry in a ~; work with a ~ [ME, f. ON 
kartr cart; relation to OE creel is uncert. ] 

eSIte, quarte (kifrt), n. Fencing position 
(~ <£■• tierce, sword-play). [F (q-), f. It. 
quarta fourth ] 

carte blanche (see Ap.), n. Blank paper 
given to person to write his own terms 
on; full discretionary power. [F, (card2, 
blank)] 

carte-de-visite (vizet'), n. Photograph 
3i in. x 2J. [F, = visiting card, its orig. 
purpose] 

catt'el, n. Written challenge to duel; 
(agreement for) exchange of prisoners: 
(also kartell) manufacturers’ union to 
control production, marketing arrange¬ 
ments, prices, etc. Hence ~ize (3) v.t. & 

i., combine to form a (business) ~. [F, f. 
It. cartello dim. of carta card2] 

Calte'sian (-zhn), a. & n. (Follower) of 
Descartes or his philosophy or mathe¬ 
matical methods. Hence ~ism (-zian-) 
(3) n. [Carlesius mod. L name of Reno 
Descartes, 1596-1650, -ian] 

CSrthu'sian (-zhn), a. & n. (Member) of 
order of monks founded by St Bruno 
1086; (member) of Charterhouse school 
founded on site of ~ monastery, [f. med. 
L carthusianusf. L Cart(h)usia(Chartreuse, 
near Grenoble) +-an ; see charterhouse] 

cart'ilage, n. (Structure, part, in verte¬ 
brates, of) firm elastic tissue gristle, 
(temporary ~, in the young, changing 
later to bone). So caltila'ginoiD a. [F, 
f. L cartilago -inis] 

cSrtila'ginous, a. Of, like, cartilage (~ 
fish, with ~ skeleton), [f. F cartilagineux 
or L -osus (see prcc., -ous)] 

cSrtog'raphy, n. Map-drawing. So car- 

tOG'RAPHER n., cSVtOGRAPH'IC(AL) aa. [f. 
F -ie, see card2, -graphy ] 

cartol'ogy, n. Study of maps & charts. 
So cartolo'giCAL a. [f. F -ie, see card2, 
-ology] 

cSrt'omancy, n. Fortune-telling by play¬ 
ing-cards. [f. It. carta card2, -mancy] 

cart'on, n. White disc within bull’s-eye 
of target; cardboard box for holding 
goods or the cardboard used for these, 
[f. F_as foil.] 

cattoon', n., & v.i. & t. 1. Drawing on 
stout paper as design for painting, 
tapestry, mosaic, etc.; full-page (or large) 
illustration, esp. on politics in a paper; 
hence ~ist(3) n.; animated ~, film made 
from a succession of drawings simulating 
a cinematographic film of living persons. 
2. vb. Draw ~, represent (person etc.) in 
a ~. [f. F carton or It. carlone (carta 
CARD2, -00N)] 

cartouche' (-Gosh), n. (Archit.) scroll 
ornament, e.g. volute of Ionic capital; 
tablet imitating, or drawing of, scroll with 
rolled-up ends, used ornamentally or 
bearing inscription; (Archaeol.) oval ring 
containing hieroglyphic names & titles of 
Egyptian kings etc. [F, f. It. cartoccio 
augmentative of carta card2] 

cart'ridge, n. Charge of propellant ex¬ 
plosive for fire-arms or blasting made up 
in case of paper, flannel, metal, etc. 
(small-arm ball ~, or ~, contains bullet 
also, blank ~ the explosive only); ~-6eK, 
with sockets for ~s; ~-paper, thick & 
rough, used also for drawing & for strong 
envelopes. [16th c. cartage etc., corrupt, 
of prec. ] 

cart'ulary, n. Collection of records; regis¬ 
ter. [f. med. L c(h)artularium f. L chartula 
dim. of c(h)arta card2, -ary 1 ] 

ca'runcle (also karil-), n. Fleshy excres¬ 
cence, as turkeycock’s wattles. [F, f. L 
caruncula (caro carnis flesh, -uncle)] 

cSIve, v.t. & i. (p.p. -e/1, arch. -en). Cut 
(in gen. sense now only fig., as ~ one’s 
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way); produce by cutting (statue, por¬ 
trait, representation in relief or intaglio, 
inscription, design, out of, in, or on, 
material), change by cutting (material 
into something), cover or adorn (material) 
with figures cut in it, cut designs etc., 
whence c5tv'ingi(2) n.; cut up meat, cut 
up (meat etc.), at or for table (carving 
knife, long for this purpose); subdivide 
(usu. up); ~ out, take from larger whole, 
acquire esp. by the sword. [OE ceorfan 
f. WG * kerf an] 

cfiFv'el, = caravel; ~ -built, with planks 
flush (cf. CLINKER-BUILT), 

cdrv'er, n. In vbl senses; also, carving 
knife, (pi.) carving knife & fork. [-ER1] 

caryat'id, n. Female figure used as pillar, 
[f. L f. Gk karuatis -idos priestess at 
Caryae] 

cascade', n., & v.i. (Fall like a) waterfall, 
or one section of large broken waterfall; 
wavy fall of lace etc. [F, f. It. cascata 
(cascare to fall f. L cas- see case1)] 

cascdr'a (sagra'da) (-ahd-), n. Laxativo 
drug from the bark of a tree. [Sp., = 
sacred bark] 

casen. 1. Instance of thing’s occurring; 
actual state of affairs (is, is not, the ~, is 
true, false); position, circumstances, in 
which one is, plight, (in good, evil, ~, well, 
badly, off); (Med.) person’s diseased con¬ 
dition ; instance of any disease. 2. (Law) 
cause, suit, for trial; statement of facts in 
cause sub judice, drawn up for higher 
court’s consideration (judge states a ~); 
cause that has been decided & may be 
cited (leadings, one often cited & govern¬ 
ing subsequent decisions); sum of argu¬ 
ments on one side (that is our ~; make 
out one’s ~, prove it); (fig.)~ of conscience, 
matter in which conscience has to decide 
between conflicting principles. 3. (Gram.) 
form of noun, adj., or pronoun, in inflected 
languages expressing relation to some 
other word in sentence (in uninfiected 
languages, this relation itself apart from 
form). 4. In ~, if, in the event that, 
lest; in ~ of, in the event of; in the ~ of, 
as regards (in the ~ of Jones an exception 
was made)', put (the) ~ that, suppose; 
in any ~, whatever the fact is, whatever 
may happen; in that ~, if that is true, 
should happen; ~ history, record of per¬ 
son’s ancestry, personal history, etc., for 
use in determining necessary treatment 
etc., —law, law as settled by precedent; 
r-^'work, social work concerned with the 
individual. [ME & OF cas f. L casus -iis 
fall (cadere cas- fall) ] 

case2, n., & v.t. 1. Enclosure of something, 
box, bag, sheath, etc.; glass box for 
showing specimens, curiosities, etc.; 
outer protective covering (of watch, 
sausage, seed-vessel, book, etc.); box 
with proper contents (dressings); (Print.) 
receptacle with compartments (upper ~, 
capitals, lower ~, small letters); ~-bottle, 
square for fitting into ~ with others; 

^harden t., harden surface of, esp. give 
steel surface to (iron) by carbonizing, 
(fig.) render callous; ~-knife, worn in 
sheath; ~-shot, or~ (hist.), bullets in tin 
box fired from cannon without fuse, also 
= shrapnel; —worm, = caddis. 2. v.t. 
Enclose in case, surround with, (also with 
up, over)-, hence cas'lNQ1 (3) n. [f. ONF 
casse (F chdsse) f. L capsa (capere 
hold)] 

cas'ein, n. Protein of milk, the basis of 
cheese. [L caseus cheese + -in ] 

case'matle (-sm-), n. Vaulted chamber 
in thickness of wall of fortress. With 
embrasures; armoured enclosure for 
guns in warship. Hence~ED2a. [16th c. 
casamat(e) f. It. casamalla or Sp. -mala,’ f. 
casa house (second element uncert.); 
mod. sp. f. F casemate] 

case'ment (-zm-, -sm-), n. Metal or 
wooden hinged frame with glass forming 
(part of) window (often ~-window); (poet, 
etc.) window; ~ cloth, cotton cloth used 
for curtains & as dress material etc. [15th 
c., of unkn. orig.] 

cas'eous, a. Of, like, cheese, [f. L caseus 
cheese+ -ous] 

casdrn(e)' (-z-), n. (Usu. pi.) barracks. 
[F (-e), f. Pr. cazerna f. Rom. *quadcrna 
(place) for four f. L quaterna] 

cash1, n. (no pi.), & v.t. 1. Ready money 
(in, out of, ~, having, not having, money; 
~ down, paid on the spot); II ~ on delivery 
(abbr. C.O.D.), forwarding of goods 
against ~ to bo paid to postman; (Bank¬ 
ing etc.) specie, or specie & bank-notes; 
(Book-keeping) —account, to which only 
~ is carried, & from which all payments 
are made, ~-book, for record of ~ received 
& paid; ~ payment, in ready money; 
~ price, lowest, for ready money; ~ 
register, mechanical till visibly recording 
amount of each purchase, totalling 
receipts, etc.; hence ~'less a. 2. v.t. Give 
or obtain ~ for (note, cheque, etc.); ~ in 
(colloq.), die, ~ in on, realize profit on, 
(fig. use of poker phr.). [f. F casse (now 
caisse) box, or its source It. cassa f. L 
capsa case2] 

cash2, n. (hist.; pi. cash). Kinds of E.-Ind. 
& Chinese small coin, esp. a former 
Chinese coin perforated for stringing = 
Toon of tael. [ult. f. Tamil kasu a small 
coin by confusion with cash1] 

cash'ew (-do), n. W.-Ind. etc. tree with 
kidney-shaped nut (—nut), [f Pg. caju 
(acaju, whence F acajou mahogany), f. 
Tupi (a)caju] 

cashier'1, n. Person in charge of bank’s 
or merchant’s cash, [f. Du. cassier or its 
source F caissier (cash1, -ier)] 

cashier'2, v.t. Dismiss from service, de¬ 
pose; discard, [c. 1600 casseer etc., f. 
Flem. kasseren disband, revoke, f. F 
casser = It. cassare quash f. LL cassare 
annul; see quash] 

cash'mere, n. (Also ~ shawl) shawl of 
fine soft wool of Cashmere goat; the 
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material; imitation of it. [f. Kashmir in 
N. India] 

casi'no (-se-), n. (pi. -os). Public music or 
dancing or gambling room; old card- 
•game. [It., dim. of casa house f. L casa 
cottage] 

cask (-ah-), n. Wooden vessel (=barrel1) ; 
this & its contents; varying measure of 
capacity. [16th c. cask(e) app. f. F casque 
helmet; sense ‘barrel’ is only Eng., & 
unexpl. ] 

cas'ket (-ah-), n. Small box, often of 
precious material & workmanship, for 
jewels, letters, cremated ashes, etc. [15th 
c., in form a dim. of prec., of obsc. orig. ] 

Cas'lon (-z-), n. (typ.). ~ type, old-face 
type cut in the foundryJestal)lishcd by 
'William ~ (d. 1766), or in imitation of this, 

casque (k&sk), n. (hist., poet.). Helmet. 
[F, f. Sp. casco] 

Cassan'dra, n. Prophet of ill; unregarded 
prophet. [Trojan prophetess fated to pro¬ 
phesy truly & be unbelievod] 

cassation, n. Annulment; Court of C~, 
court of appeal in France. [F, f. casser; 
see QUASH, -ATI ON] 

cassa'va (-sail-), n. W.-Ind. etc. plant 
with tuberous roots; its starch or flour, 
bread made from these. [16th c. cas(s)avi 
etc., f. Haytian] 

cass'erole, n. A heat-proof earthenware 
vessel in which meat etc. is cooked & 
served (en ~, so served). [F ] 

ca'ssia (also -sha), n. Inferior kind of 
cinnamon; kinds of plants yielding senna- 
-leaves. [f. L f. Gk kasia f. Heb. q'lsi'ah 
(qatsa’ cut oil bark) ] 

cass'ock, n. Long close tunic worn by 
all clergy including seminarists and altar 
servers. Hence ~ed2 (-kt) a. [f. F 
cosaque long coat, f. It. casacca horse¬ 
man’s coat; ult. orig. uncert.] 

cassolette', n. Vessel for burning per¬ 
fumes ; perfume-box with perforated top. 
[F, dim. of cassole dim. of casse pan] 

cass'owary (-o-w-), n. Kinds of large 
running bird related to ostrich, [f. Malay 
IfffQurtvi 1 

cast1 (-ah-), v.t. & i. (cast)). 1. Throw 
(poet, or arch. exc. in spec, uses, as: ~ 
dice; ~ a vote, give or deposit it; ~ lots ; 
~ ashore; ~ net, hook, fly; ~ing-net, one 
thrown & at once drawn in; ~ the lead \ 
in sounding; ~ anchor', ~ in one’s teeth, 
reproach him with, that; ~ an eye, glance, 
look; ~ a spell on, bewitch; ~ light, a 
shadow, on; ~ blame, one’s cares, upon 
into prison). 2. Overthrow in a lawsuit. 
3. Throw off, get rid of, lose, (~ not a 
clout till May be out; ~ aside, give up 
using, abandon; cow, tree, ~ calf, fruit, 
drop prematurely; ~ soldier, police¬ 
man, horse, dismiss, reject; ~ loose, 
detach oneself). 4. Beckon, calculate, (~ 
accounts, do sums; ~ a column of figures 
etc., add up; ~ a horoscope or nativity). 
5. Arrange (~ facts into such a shape; ~ 
actors for parts, parts to actors). 6. Form, 

Castilian 
found, (molten metal) into some shape, 
(figure etc.) of metal, whence ~'ing1(2) n. 
7. ~ about, go this way & that in search, 
devise means, (for, to do, how); ~ away, 
reject, (pass., of ship) be wrecked; ~ back, 
revert; ~ down, depress; ~ in one’s lot 
with, share fortunes of; ~ off, abandon, 
(Knitting) close loops & make selvedge, 
(Naut.) loose & throw off (rope etc.), 
(Printing) estimate space taken in print 
by MS. copy; ~ up, calculate. [ME, f. 
ON kasta; it displaced OE wcorpan, & 
has been displaced in ordinary literary 
use by throw ] 

cast2 (-ah-), n. 1. Throw of missile etc., 
distance so attained; throw, number 
thrown, at dice, whence chance or try; 
throw of net, sounding-lead, or fishing- 
-line (also, in fishing, the fly with hook 
& gut; & good, bad, etc. place for casting). 
2. Casual lift in cart etc. 3. Undigested 
food thrown up by hawk, owl, etc. 4. 
Calculation, adding of columns in ac¬ 
count. 5. Set of actors taking the parts 
in play, or the distribution among them. 
6. Form into which any work is thrown; 
model made by running molten metal or 
pressing soft material into mould (also the 
negative mould itself). 7. Twist, inclina¬ 
tion, (~ in eye, slight squint). 8. Tinge, 
shade, of colour. 9. Type, quality, (csp. 
~ of features, ~ of mind), [f. prec. ] 

Cas'taly, n. (poet.). Fount of poesy. So 
Castal'iAN a. [f. L f. Gk Kastalia foun¬ 
tain of the Muses] 

cas'tanet (or -6t'), n. (Usu. pi.) hard¬ 
wood or ivory instrument(s) used in pairs 
to rattle in time with dancing, [f. Sp. 
castaheta dim. of castaha f. L castanea 
chestnut] 

cast'away (kahsta-), n. & a. Shipwrecked 
(person); reprobate, [p.p. of cast \ away ] 

caste (-ah-), n. Hindu hereditary class, 
with members socially equal, united in 
religion, & usu. following same trade, 
having no social intercourse with persons 
of other ~s; hereditary more or less ex¬ 
clusive class elsewhere; this system, the 
position it confers (lose, renounce, ~, de¬ 
scend in social scale). Hence ~'less (-tl-) 
a. [f. Sp. & Port, casta lineage, race, 
breed, fern, of casto pure, chaste] 

cas'tellan, n. Governor of castle. [ME & 
ONF castelain f. L castellanus (castle, 

-an)] 
cas'tellated, a. Castle-like; battlemented; 
(of district etc.) having castles, [f. med. 
L castellatus (castle, -ate2]) 

cas'tiglate, v.t. Chastise, punish with 
blows or words; correct & emend (book 
etc.). Hence ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn., 
~§TOR\r a. [f. L casligare (see -ate3)] 

Castile' (-61) soap, n. Hard soap, usu. 
mottled, made with olive oil & soda. 
[Castile, in Spain] 

Castil'ian, a. & n. (Native or inhabitant) 
of Castile; language of Castile, standard 
Spanish, [f. as prec. + -IAN ] 
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cast'ing-vote (-ah-), n. Vote that decides 
between two equal parties, [part, of 
cast1 in ohs. sense ‘turn the scale’1 

cast iron, n., cast-iron, a. Iron shaped 
by being run into mould; (adj.) made of 
~ ; hard, untiring, rigid, unadaptable. 

castle1 (kah'sl, ka'sl), n. Large fortified 
building or set of buildings, stronghold; 
mansion that was once such; (Ireland) 
The C~ (hist.), government system (f. 
Dublin C~, seat of vice-regal court & 
government); Englishman’s house his ^, 
none may force entrance; (Chess) piece 
made with battlemented top, also Hook; 
~ in the air, ~ in Spain, visionary pro¬ 
ject, day-dream, (so ~-builder); ~-nut, 
one with notched extension for locking 
pin. Hence ca'stlED2 (-Id) a., ~wise 

(-lw-) adv. [late OE, ME caslel strong¬ 
hold f. ONF f. L castellum dim. of 
castrum fort] 

ca'stle2 (kah'sl, k&'sl), v.t. & i. (chess). 
Move castle next king and king round 
castle (~ the king, or abs.). [f. prec. ] 

cas'tor1 (-ah-), n. Substance obtained 
from beaver used in medicine & per¬ 
fumery; (si.) hat. [F or L, f. Gk kastur 
beaver] 

cas'tor2, -er, (-ah-), n. 1. Condiment- 
-bottle for table, (pi.) cruet-stand; ~ sugar, 
white, finely granulated. 2. Small swi¬ 
velled wheel on leg of chair, table, etc. 
[cast1 -f- -or, -er1; sense 1,17th c.; sense 
2, 18th c.] 

cas'tor3 (-ah-), n. Horny external knob 
inside horse's leg (also chestnut), [orig. 
unkn. ] 

cas'tor oil (-ah-), n. Nauseous vegetable 
oil used as purgative (cold-drawn ~, ex¬ 
pressed from seeds without heat) & lubri¬ 
cant. [orig. uncert.; perh. so called as 
having succeeded castor1 in med. use] 

castrameta'tion, n. (archaeol.). Laying 
out of camps. [F, f. L castra camp, 
metari measure, -ation ] 

castr|ate', v.t. Remove testicles of, geld; 
deprive of vigour; expurgate (book). 
Hence ~A'tion n. [f. L castrare, -ate3] 

castra'to (-rah-), n. (pi. -ti, pr. -te). A 
male singer castrated in boyhood so as to 
retain a soprano or alto voice. [It.] 

ca'sual (-zhdb-, -zu-), a. & n. Accidental; 
irregular; undesigned; unmethodical, 
careless; (colloq.) unceremonious; ~ 
labourer, who works when the chance 
comes; ||~ poor, -who sometimes need 
poor-relief (also ~ as noun); ||~-tvarcl, 
for their relief in workhouse; ~ ivater, 
(Golf) temporary accumulation of water 
(i.e. not one of the recognized hazards of 
the course). Hence ~i.v2 adv., ~NESS 

n. [ME, f. OF casuel & L casualis (casus 
CASE1, -AL)] 

ca'sualty (-zhdo-, -zu-), n. Accident, 
mishap, disaster, esp. (pi.) list or number 
of killed, wounded, & invalided, in a 
battle, march, war, etc., (sing.) wounded 
etc. person. [15th c. f. prec. +-ty, after 

royalty etc. (also 16th c. (obs.) easualiiy, 
f. F casualitd, med. L casualitas)] 

casuarin'a (also -en-a), n. (Kinds of) 
Australian & E.-Indian tree with jointed 
leafless branches resembling gigantic 
horse-tails, [f. mod. L casuarius casso¬ 
wary (from resemblance between branches 
& feathers) ] 

ca'su|ist (-zhdb-, -zu-), n. Person, esp. 
theologian, who lays down application of 
ethical rules to special cases, weighs con¬ 
flicting obligations, classifies exceptions, 
& draws distinctions; quibbler. Hence 
~is'tic(Ai) aa., ~is'ticalLY2 adv., ~istRY 
n. [f. F casuiste f. L casus case1, -xst(3)] 

cas'us, Ln. ~ blll'i, act justifying war; 
~ foed'eris (fed-), circumstances contem¬ 
plated in treaty as requiring the action 
of the parties when they arise. 

cat1, n. 1. Small domesticated carni¬ 
vorous quadruped (male, 2’om-~); wild 
~, larger native British kind; spiteful 
woman, scratching child; (Zool.) any 
member of genus Felts, as lion, tiger, 
panther, leopard (esp. the Cats, the great 
Cals); ~-like animal of other species 
{civet, musk, —). 2. (hist.). Pent-houso 
in sieges. 3. (also ~'keacZ) horizontal 
beam from each side of ship’s bow for 
raising & carrying anchor. 4. (Also ~-o’- 
-nine-tails) rope whip with nine knotted 
lashes formerly used for flogging sailors & 
soldiers. 5. Six-legged tripod always 
standing on three of its legs. 6. Tapered 
short stick in game tip-~. 7. Turn ~ in 
pan, change sides, be turncoat; a ~ may 
look at a king, rebuke to the exclusive; 
care killed the ~ (for all its nine lives; 
therefore be cheerful); wait for the ~ to 
jump, see which way the ~ jumps, cull of 
the jumping ~, etc., of politician refusing 
to advise until public opinion has declared 
itself; fight like Kilkenny ~s, to mutual 
destruction; bell2 the ~; not room to 
swing oi ~, confined space; —&-dog life 
etc., full of quarrels, esp. that of husband 
& wife; rain ~s & dogs, very hard. 8. 
~’bird, Amer. thrush; || ~ burglar (who 
enters by climbing); ~'call, shrill whistle 
(sound or instrument) expressing disap¬ 
proval at theatre etc. (also as v.i. & t., 
use, reprove with, this); —eyed, able to 
see in dark; ~’fish, of various kinds, esp. 
large Amer. river-fish; ~’head, see sense 
3; —ice, milky-looking, bubbly, not solid, 
irregular; || ~-Zap, slops, tea, etc.; — 
-mint, blue-flowered aromatic plant; 
~nap, -sleep, brief, in chair etc.; ~’s- 
-cradle, child’s game with transfers of 
string between fingers of two player’s; 
~’s-eye, precious stone of Ceylon & Mala¬ 
bar, reflector stud on road; ~’s-foot, 
ground-ivy; || ~’s-meof, horse’s or other 
flesh prepared & sold as food for ~s; 
~’s-paru, person used as tool by another, 
slight breeze rippling water in places; 
~’s-tail, various plants, as reed-mace; 
■—walk, narrow footway along a bridge. 
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among large engines, etc. Hence ~'hood 

n., —'like a. [OE catte, — OHG kazza, 
ON kottr, f. LL cattus, calta; ME catt(e) 
reinforced by ONF cat (F chat) f. same 
source] 

cat2, v.i. & t. (-tt-). I! Vomit (colloq.); 
(Naut.) raise (the anchor) from the sur¬ 
face of the water to the cathead, [f. 
prec.] 

cata-, cat-, cath-, pref. in wds taken 
from Greek, & in others formed with Gk 
materials or on Gk analogy; meanings: 
down, away, -wrongly, mis-, entirely, 
down upon, according to, alongside of, 
thoroughly, [f. Gk kata prep.) 

catabolism. Var. of katabolism. 

catachr|es'is (-k-), n. Perversion, im¬ 
proper use, of words. So —gs'tic(AL) aa., 
—es'ticalLY2 adv. [L, f. Gk cata- (Jchresis 
f. khraomai use)] 

cat'aclasm, n. Violent break, disruption. 
[f. Gk CATA.(klasma f. klao to break)] 

cat'aclysm, n. Deluge (esp. in Geol. as 
required by theory of school that believed 
in repeated destructions of all life fol¬ 
lowed by new creations); political or 
social upheaval. Hence ~al, ~ic, aa., 
~ist(3) n., {all -iz-). [f. F cataclysmc f. Gk 
cata(klusmos flood f. kluzo wash)] 

cat'acomb (-kom), n. Subterranean 
cemetery (orig. that under basilica of St 
Sebastian near Home, supposed burying- 
-place of Peter & Paul); (usu. pi.) the 
many Roman subterranean galleries with 
recesses excavated in sides for tombs; 
similar works elsewhere (in Paris, worked- 
-out stone-quarries with bones from 
emptied churchyards); wine-cellar, [f. F 
catacombcs f. LL catacumbas (name given 
to the cemetery of St Sebastian), of unkn. 
orig.; tho ~s generally, while in use, 
were not so called] 

catad'romous, a. (zool.). Descending to 
lower river or sea to spawn, [f. Gk CATA- 

(dromos -running)-f-ous] 
cat'afalque (-k), n. Decorated stage for 

coffin or effigy of distinguished person 
during funeral service; open hearse. [F, 
f. It. catafalco of unkn. orig.; see scat- 

told] 
Cat'alan, a. & n. (Native, language) of 
Catalonia in Spain. 

catalec'tic, a. Wanting a syllable in last 
foot (of verse), [f. LL f. Gk CATA(lcktikos 

■ ceasing f. logo cease)] 
cat'alepsy, n. Suspension of sensation 

& consciousness accompanied by rigid- 
; ity of the body. [f. LL catalcpsia f. Gk 
cata(lepsis seizure) see foil. ] 

cataleptic, a. & n. Of, subject to, the 
disease catalepsy (n., ~ person); (Philos.) 
of mental apprehension, [f. LL cata- 
lepticus f. Gk cata{leptikos seizing f. lam- 
band seize)] 

cat'alogule (-g), *-15g, n., & y.t. (Enu¬ 
merate, enter, in a) complete list, usu. 
alphabetical or under headings, & often 
with particulars added to items; "'uni¬ 

versity calendar; ~e raisonni (-zona'), 
descriptive ~e arranged according to 
subjects or branches of subject. Hence 
—EH1 n. [F, f. LL f. Gk kalalogos f. cata- 
(Ugo choose) enrol] 

catal'pa, n. Kinds of tree with heart- 
-shaped leaves & trumpet-shaped flowers. 
[N.-Amer. (Creek)] 

catal'ysis, n. (chem.). Effect produced by 
a substance that without undergoing 
change itself aids a chemical change in 
other bodies. So cat'alyst n., agent in 
~, catalyt'ic a. [f. Gk 0ATA(hms loosing 
f. luo loose) dissolution] 

catamaran', n. Raft or float of logs tied 
side by side, longest in middle, used for 
communication with shore or short 
voyage; raft of two boats fastened side 
by side; quarrelsome woman, [f. Tamil 
katfa-maram tied tree] 

cat'amite, n. Sodomite's minion, [f. L 
catamitus f. Gk Ganumedcs cup-bearer of 
Zeus] 

catamoun'tain (-tin), cat-o’-m-, n. 
Leopard; wild quarrelsome person. [15th 
c., of Eng. formation ] 

cat'aplasm, n. (med.). Poultice. [F, or 
f. LL f. Gk kataplasma (kataplasso spread, 
smear over) ] 

cat'apult, n., & v.t. & i. Ancient engine 
worked by lever & ropes for discharging 
darts, stones, etc.; II boy’s shooting con¬ 
trivance of forked stick & elastic; 
mechanical contrivance for launching 
aircraft from deck of ship etc.; (vb) shoot 
or pepper (bird etc., or abs.) with ~, 
launch (aircraft), [f. F catapultc or L 
catapulta f. Gk katapeltes perh. f. cata- + 
pallo hurl] 

cat'aract, n. Waterfall (prop, largo & 
sheer, cf. cascade); downpour of rain, 
rush of water; (Path.) eye-complaint 
producing partial blindness; (Mech.) 
steam-engine governor acting by flow of 
water, [f. L cataracta f. Gk kalarrhaktcs 
f. CAT(arasso dash); the path, sense prob. 
f. obs. sense portcullis] 

catarrh' (-St), n. Inflammation of mucous 
membrane, a cold. Hence catar'riiAL 

(-ral) a. [f. F catarrhs f. LL catarrhus f. 
Gk katarrhous f. katarred (cata-, rheo to 
flow)] 

cat'a(r)rhina (-rin), a. & n. (zool.). 
(Monkey) having nostrils close together, 
oblique, & directed downwards, & oppos¬ 
able thumbs on all limbs, [f. Gk cata-, 

rhis rhinos nostril] 
catas'troph|e, n. Denouement of drama; 
disastrous end, ruin; event subverting 
system of things, esp. in Geol. (cf. cata¬ 
clysm, UOTTOiaiiTARiAN), whence cata- 

stroph'ic(AL) aa., ~ism(3), ~ist(2), nn.; 

sudden, widespread, or signal disaster^ [f. 
Gk cata {strophe turning f. strepho to 
turn)] 

Cafaw'ba, c-, n. U.S. grape & wine; 
[river ~] 

cat'boat, n. Sailing-boat with single mast 
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placed well forward, carrying one sail 
only. [prob. f. obs. cal(l), vessel formerly 
used on the N.-E. coast] 

catch1, v.t. & i. (caught pr. kawt). 1. Cap¬ 
ture, ensnare (~ a crab1), overtake also ~ 
up; caught in storm), lay hold of (also ~ 
hold of; ~ a tartar; ~ up habit etc., 
adopt), be in time for (train etc.). 2. Sur¬ 
prise, detect, (at or in, or doing; ~ me/, 
him!, you may be sure we shall not). 3. 
Hit (usu. with part specified; caught him 
on the nose; also caught him a blow or one). 
4. (Of fire or combustible) ignite, be 
ignited, (~ fire or ~). 5. Be entangled, 
take hold, (usu. ~ m a thing; bolt ~es; 
~ on, become popular). 6. Snatch (esp. 
~ up, away; ~ at, often fig. = be glad to 
get). 7. Intercept motion of (nail ~es 
dress; at cricket, ~ ball, prevent its 
touching ground off bat, also ~ or ~ out 
batsman, dismiss by doing this); ~ out, 
(fig.) ~ in a mistake etc., ~ napping. 
8. Check suddenly (~ one’s breath; ~ up 
speaker, interrupt). 9. Receive, incur, be 
infected with, (cold, a cold, a fever; a 
scolding, thrashing, or ‘it’; enthusiasm, 
a habit, an accent; ~ one’s death ; pond 
etc. ~es, is coated with ice). 10. Grasp 
with senses or mind (meaning, sound, 
tune; ~ a likeness, see & reproduce it; 
~ a glimpse of, see for a moment; don’t ~ 
on, fail to see meaning). 11. Arrest, 
captivate, (attention, eye, fancy; ~ 
Speaker’s eye, succeed in being called on 
to speak in H. of Commons). 12.—as- 
-can, Lancashire wrestling style; ~-drain, 
along hillside to prevent water’s running 
off; || ~-’em-alive-o, sticky flypaper; ~- 
-fly, a sticky-stemmed plant; penny 
(adj.), claptrap, intended merely to sell; 
~'weed, goosegrass; ~'word, word so 
placed as to draw attention, e.g. first of 
dictionary article, rhyming word in verse, 
last word (cue) of actor’s speech, first 
word of page anticipated at foot of 
previous one, also word or phrase caught 
up & repeated esp. in connexion with 
party politics, slogan. Hence ~'aele a., 
(-)~'er (1, 2) n. [ME cac(c)hen f. ONF 
cachier (= OF chacier, whence chase2), f. 
Rom. »captiare for L captare f. capere 
capt- seize; the gen. sense of catch (take, 
not pursue) is excl. E, the orig. meanings 
(still in Rom.) having been taken by the 
later adoption CHASE2] 

catch2, n. 1. Act of catching; amount of 
fish caught. 2. Chance of, success in, 
catching at cricket (also a good, safe, ~, 
one skilful at it). 3. Cunning question, 
deception, surprise; ~-out, act of catching 
out, circumstance that upsets calcula¬ 
tions. 4. Contrivance for checking motion 
of door etc. 5. Thing or person caught or 
worth catching (no ~, bad bargain, un¬ 
welcome acquisition). 6. (mus.). Compo¬ 
sition for three or more equal voices, occas. 
so devised as to produce punning or other 
humorous verbal combinations, [f. prec. ] 

catch'ing, a. In vbl senses; esp.: infec¬ 
tious; attractive, [-ing2] 

catch'ment, n. —basin, -area, from 
which rainfall flows into river, reservoir, 
etc. [CATCH1, -MENT] 

catch'pdle, -poll, n. (hist.). Sheriff's 
officer, bum-bailiff, [late OE (once) 
ksecepol, ME cachepol, f. ONF "cachepol 
(= OF chacepol) or AL cacepollus chase- 
-fowl (CATCH1, L pullus fowl)] 

catch'up, mis-spelling of ketchup. 

catch'y, a. Attractive; easily caught up 
(of tune etc.), [catch1-f-Y2] 

cate, n. (arch.; usu. pi.). Choice food, [for 
obs. acate f. OF acat purchase f. acater 
now acheter buy f. Rom. *AC(captare 
frequent, of L capere take) catch at] 

catechet'ic(al) (-ko-), aa. Of, by, oral 
teaching; according to a, or the Church, 
catechism; consisting of, proceeding by, 
question & answer. Hence catechet'i- 

calLY2 adv. [f. Gk katekhetikos f. kate- 
khetes oral teacher (foil.)] 

cat'echism (-k-), n. Instruction by ques¬ 
tion & answer; published example of 
this, esp. on religious doctrine (Church 
C~, the Anglican; Longer & Shorter C~, 
of Presbyterians); series of questions put 
to anyone. Hence catechis'mAL (-k-) a. 
[f. LL catechismus (foil., -ism)] 

cat'ech|ize (-k-), -ise (-iz), v.t. Instruct 
by question & answer, or by use of 
Church Catechism; put questions to, 
examine. Hence or cogn. ~ist(1), ~Izer1, 
(-k-), nn. [f. LL catechizare f. Gk kale- 
khizo f. cat(ekheo sound) make hear] 

cat'echu (-do), n. Astringent substances 
with much tannin from bark, wood, or 
fruits, of Eastern plants, [app. f. Malay 
kachu; cf. cachou] 

catechum'en (-ku-), n. A convert under 
instruction before baptism, [f. LL cate- 
chumenus (so F catichumene) f. pass. part, 
of Gk kateklieo catechize ] 

catego'rical, a. (Logic: of proposition) 
unconditional, absolute; explicit, direct, 
plain-speaking; (Ethics) ~ imperative, 
bidding of conscience as ultimato moral 
law. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. LL f. Gk kate- 
gorikos f. Ckl(egoros -speaking)-f-AL] 

cat'egorly, n. (Orig. Gk meaning, state¬ 
ment) one of a possibly exhaustive set of 
classes among which all things might be 
distributed (the ~ies of Aristotle are: 
substance, quantity, quality, relation, 
place, time, posture, possession, action, 
passion); one of the a priori conceptions 
applied by the mind as frames to material 
supplied by sense; class, division, [f. LL 
f. Gk kategoria statement as prec. ] 

eaten’a, n. Connected series. [L, = chain] 
caten'ary, catenar'ian, aa. & nn. (Like) 
curve formed by uniform chain hanging 
freely from two points not in one vertical 
line (~ bridge, suspension, hung from such 
chains), [f. L catenarius (prec., -ary 1, -an) ] 

cat'en|ate, v.t. Connect like links. So 
~a'tion n. [f. L catenare as prec., -ate3] 
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cat'er, v.i. Purvey food (usu. for)-, pro¬ 
vide amusement etc. for. Hence ~er1 n. 

[f. obs. noun cater (now caterer), aphetic 
f. acater f. AN acatour buyer (cate, -or)] 

cat'eran, n. (hist.). Highland fighting- 
-man, marauder, cattle-lifter, [f. Gael. 
ceathairne peasantry] 

cat'er-cousin (khz-), n. (arch.). Intimate; 
be ~s, on good or familiar terms, [perh. 
f. cater as feeding together] 

cat'erpillar, n. Larva of butterfly or 
moth; rapacious person; (Mech.) endless 
articulated steel band passing round & 
worked by two wheels of a tank, tractor, 
or vehicle required to cope with rough 
ground, [perh. f. OF chatepelose lit. 
hairy-cat, with -s dropped as pi. sign, & 
spelling influenced by vb pill rob, strip] 

cat'erwaul, v.i., & n. (Make) cat’s 
screaming; quarrel like cats, [of uncert. 
hist.; generally referred to cat1 & waul] 

cat'gut, n. Material used for strings of 
fiddle etc. made of twisted intestines of 
sheep, horse, or ass (not cat); stringed 
instruments, [reason for appellation 
(cat-) unkn.] 

cath-. See cata-. 

cathars'is, n. (Med.) purgation; outlet 
to emotion afforded by drama (ref. to 
Arist., Poet. 6). [f. Gk katharsis (kathaird 
cleanse f. katharos clean)] 

cathdrt'ic, a. & n. (med.). Purgative 
(medicine), [f. LL f. Gk katliartikos as 
prec. ] 

Cathay', n. (Arch. & poet, for) China. 
[f. med. L Cal(h)aia, f. Kilah/Taco name] 

cathed'ral, a. & n. (Orig. ~ church) prin¬ 
cipal church of diocese, with bishop’s 
throne; ~ utterance etc., delivered ex 

cathedra. [ME adj. f. OF cathedral or its 
source LL cathedralis f. L f. Gk CAT(hedra 
chair f. hed- sit), -al] 

Cath'erine-wheel, n. Circular spoked 
window or window-compartment; ro¬ 
tating firework; lateral somersault (turn 
~s). [spiked wheel in St Catherine’s 
martyrdom] 

cath'eter, n. (med.). Tubular instrument 
for passing into bladder. [LL, f. Gk 
katheter f. cat(hiemi send)] 

cath'ode, n. (electr.). Negative pole of 
current; ~ ray, beam of electrons from ~ 
of high-vacuum tube under the impulse 
of an electron field, [f. Gk CAi(hodos way) 
descent] 

cath'ollc (or kali-), a. & n. 1. Universal; 
of interest or use to all men; all-embrac¬ 
ing, of wide sympathies, broad-minded, 
tolerant; C~ Epistles, encyclical (those of 
James, Peter, Jude, & John—2 & 3 John 
being irregularly included—; cf. canon¬ 
ical). 2. (Eccl.) C~ Church, whole body 
of Christians; ~, belonging (a) to this, 
(b) to the church before separation into 
Greek or Eastern & Latin or Western, 
(c) to the Latin church after that separa¬ 
tion (cf. orthodox), (d) to the part of the 
Latin church that remained under the 

caudillo 
Roman obedience after the reformation, 
(e) to any church (as the Anglican) claim¬ 
ing continuity with (b); orthodox, in 
accord with the church in any of above 
senses, esp. = roman catholic as (d) in 
contrast with Protestant, Reformed, 
Lutheran, etc.; C~ King, his C~ Majesty, 
of Spain (hist.); hence cathol'iCALLY, 
~ly2, adw„ cathol'iciSM(2, 3) n., catho- 
l'icizE(3), v.t., cathol'ico- comb. form. 
3. n. Member of Holy Catholic Apostolic 
and Roman Church accepting jurisdic¬ 
tion of Pope as supreme Head of that 
Church, [f. LL catholicus & F catholique 
f. Gk katholikos f. cath- holou on the 
whole, universally] 

catholi'city, n. Comprehensiveness, free¬ 
dom from prejudice; wide prevalence; 
agreement with Catholic or R.-C. Church 
doctrine, Catholicism, [prec., -ity] 

cathol'icon, n. Panacea. [F & med. L, f. 
Gk katholikon neut. catholic] 

Cat'Iline, n. Profligate conspirator. [Cati- 
lina Roman noble d. 63 B.o. ] 

cat'ion, n. Electro-positive element 
evolved at cathode in electrolysis (opp. 
anion). [Gk, =going down (cat-, eimi go)] 

cat'kin, n. Downy hanging inflorescence 
of willow, hazel, etc. [f. Du. katteken 
(CAT1, -KIN)] 

cat'ling, n. Small cat; fine catgut; am¬ 
putating knife, [-ling '(2); surg. sense 
unexpl. ] 

catop'trjic, a. Of mirror, reflector, or re¬ 
flexion. Hence ~ICS n. [f. Gk katoptrikos 
f. cat(optron f. op- see, -iron instr. suf.)] 

cat'sup. Var. of ketchup. 

catt'ish, catt'y, aa. Catlike; (esp. fig.) 
sly and spiteful, [cat 1 ] 

cat'tle, n. Live-stock; oxen (as ~ <& 
sheep); (occas.) horses; black ~, oxen of 
Scotch & Welsh highland breeds, orig. 
black; contemptible persons; ~-feeder, 
machine regulating amount of food for 

leader, nose-ring; ~ -lifter, ~- 
-stealer; —pen 1; ~ -piece, picture with ~; 
~-plague, contagious disease of ~, rinder¬ 
pest; -rustler, ~-thief. [ME & ONF 
catel (= OF chatel; see chattel) f. med. L 
capitate capital2] 

Cauca'sian (-shn), a. & n. (Member) of 
the white race, Indo-European; inhabi¬ 
tant of the Caucasus, [the Caucasus, 
supposed starting-place, +-ian] 

cauc'us, n., & v.t. & i. 1. II Local political 
usu. elective party committee for fighting 
elections, defining policy, etc. (gen. used 
only of opponents’ organization); the ~, 
~ system as a political power; hence 
~dom n. 2. vb. Use the ~ system; 
organize, dictate to, by its means; hence 
~er1 n. [U.S. wd (in sense meeting) of 
unkn. orig.] 

caud'al, a. Of, at, like, tail. Hence or 
cogn. ~ly 2 adv., caud'ATE2 a. [f. L cauda 
tail + -al] 

caudillo (kowdel'yo), n. (pi. ~s). (In 
Spanish-speaking countries) leader. [Sp. ] 



caudle 190 cavalier 

cau'dle, n. Warm gruel with spice, sugar, 
& wine, for invalids, esp. women in child¬ 
bed. [f. ONF caudel (OF chaudel) f. LL 
caldellum dim. of L caldurn hot drink 
(calidus warm)] 

caught. See catch1. 
caul, n. Plain part at back of woman's 
cap; membrane enclosing foetus; portion 
of this occas. found on child’s head (good 
omen, & charm against drowning); 
= omentum. [ME calle perh. f. OF cale 
small cap] 

caul'dron, cal-, n. Large boiling-vessel 
(usu. of deep basin shape with hoop 
handle & removable lid). [ME caud(e)ron 
f. ONF (OF ch-) augment, (see -oon) f. LL 
caldaria pot for boiling (L calidus warm, 
-ary 0; for the etymologizing -l- cf. fault ] 

caules'cent, a. (bot.). With visible stem. 
[f. L caulis stalk after arborescent etc. ] 

caul'iflower (k51-), n. Cabbage with large 
fleshy flower-head. [16th c. cole-florie etc., 
f. F chou-fleuri-, the first element was 
later assim. to cole & L caulis, the second 
to FLOWER] 

caul'ine, a. (bot.). Of, on, stem. [f. L 
caulis stem, -ine1] 

caulk (kawk), v.t. Stop up seams of (ship), 
stop up (seams), with oakum & melted 
pitch (or, in iron ship, by striking plate- 
-junetions w'ith blunt chisel). Hence ~'ERl 

n. (in vbl senses, &, si., = final dram), [f. 
OF cauquer tread, press with force, f. L 
calcare tread (calx heel) ] 

caulo-, comb, form of Gk Icaulos or L 
caulis stem. [-0-] 

caus'al (-z-), a. Of, acting as, expressing, 
due to, a cause or causes; of the nature 
of cause & effect. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. 
LL causalis (causa, -al)] 

causal'lty (-z-), n. The being, having, or 
acting as, a cause; relation of cause & 
effect, doctrine that everything has 
cause(s). [prec., -ity] 

causa'tion (-z-), n. Causing, producing 
an effect; relation of cause & effect; 
doctrine that all things have causes, 
whence ~ism(3), ~ist(2), nn. [f. LL 
causatio pretext etc., but w. sense f. med. 
L causare cause2, -ation] 

caus'ative (-z-), a. Acting as cause, pro¬ 
ductive of; (Gram.) expressing cause. 
Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv. [ME, f. OF 
causatif or LL causativus (causari give as 
pretext, -ive)] 

cause1 (-z), n. 1. What produces an effect; 
antecedent(s) invariably & uncondition¬ 
ally followed by a certain phenomenon; 
person who, agent that, occasions 
something; ground, reason, motive, for 
action; adequate motive or justification 
(esp. show ~); efficient ~, producing 
force, material ~, the requisite matter, 
formal ~, the idea or definition, final ~, 
purpose; First C~, the Creator. 2. (Law, 
& from law') matter about which person 
goes to law; his case (plead a ~); law-suit; 
side of any dispute espoused by person or 

party, militant movement, propaganda 
(make common ~ with)-, of cases 
awaiting trial. [ME, f. OF f. L causa] 

cause2 (-z), v.t. Effect, bring about, pro¬ 
duce; induce, make, (person or thing to 
do, to be done something to). Hence 
caus'ER1 n. [ME, f. med. L causare (or OF 
causer) f. L causa cause 1 ] 

cause cklebre (koz sfilfi'br), n. (pi. causes 
cAUbres, pr. as sing.). Law-suit that ex¬ 
cites much attention. [F] 

cause'less (-zl-), a. Fortuitous; without 
natural cause; unjustifiable, groundless, 
whence ~ly2 adv. [-less] 

causerie (kozere'), n. (pi. -s, pr. as sing.). 
Newspaper article (or spoken address) of 
an informal or conversational kind, esp. 
on literary subjects. [F] 

cause'way (-zw-), caus'ey (-z-), n., & v.t. 
Raised road across low or wet place or 
piece of water; raised footway by road; 
(v.t.) provide with ~. [alt. (by assoc, w. 
way) f. ME caucA (mod. dial, causey) f. 
ONF cauciA(e) (mod. F chaussAe), f. Rom. 
*calciata (sc. via) f. L calx -cis chalk] 

caus't|lc, a. & n. (Substance) that burns 
or corrodes organic tissue (common or 
lunar ~ic, nitrate of silver for surg. use; 
~ potash, potassium hydroxide; ~ soda, 
sodium hydroxide); sarcastic, biting, 
whence ~ically adv.; (Math.) (surface, 
curve) formed by intersection of rays 
reflected or refracted from curved sur¬ 
face. Hence ~i'ciTY n. [f. F (-ique) or L 
f. Gk kaustikos (kaustos burnt f. kaio bum), 
-ic] 

caut'er|ize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. Sear with hot 
iron or caustic; (fig.) make callous. Hence 
•—'Iza’tion n. [f. LL cauterizare f. Gk 
kauterion branding-iron (kaio burn); cf. 
F caulAriser] 

caut'ery, n. Metal instrument for searing 
tissue; cauterizing, [f. L f. Gk kauterion 
see prec. ] 

cau'tion, n., & v.t. 1. Prudence, taking 
care, avoidance of rashness, attention to 
safety, (!l ~ money, deposited as security 
for good conduct, esp. at Universities & 
Inns of Court), whence cau'tious (-shws), 
a,., cau'tiouSLY2 adv.; warning (in drill, 
preliminary word of command), fact that 
acts as warning, warning with reprimand 
(dismissedwith a~), whence ~ary 1 (-sho-), 
a.; (colloq.) extraordinary thing, hideous 
or strange person. 2. v.t. Warn (person, 
often against, to or not to do); warn & 
reprove. [ME, f. OF f. L cautionem 
(cavere caut- take heed, -ION)] 

cavalcade', n. Company of riders. [F, f. 
It. cavalcata f. cavalcare ride f. LL 
caballicare f. L cdballus horse; see -ade] 

cavalier', n. & a. 1. Horseman; courtly 
gentleman, gallant, esp. as escorting a 
lady, whence cavalier' v.t.; 17th-c. 
royalist. 2. adj. Offhand, curt, super¬ 
cilious, whence ~ly2 adv. [earlier -llero, 
-Hero, f. Sp.; present form F, f. It. 
cavaliere; see chevalier] 
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cavall y, n. Kinds of tropical fish, horsi- 

-mackerel, [f. Sp. cavalla mackerel] 
cav'alry, n. Horse-soldiers (mm. w. pi. 
vb). [f. F cavallerie f. It. cavalleria 
(cavdllo f. L caballus horse, -ery)] 

c&vati'na (-te-), n.. Short simple song; 
similar piece of instrumental music, usu. 
slow & emotional. [It.] 

cave1, n. Underground hollow usu. with 
horizontal opening, den; idols of the ~; 
II (Pol.) secession of part of party on somo 
question (adullamite), the secedcrs; — 
■dweller, esp. of prehistoric men living 
in~s;~-fish, -man, -rat, -spider, -swallow, 
kind3 living in ~s (also ~-bear etc. of 
extinct kinds whoso remains are found 
in ~s); ~-Mn, (in modem use) man of 
primitive passions, instincts, & behavi¬ 
our. Hence ~'let (-vl-) n. [ME, f. OF f. 
L cava f. cavus hollow] 

cave2, v.t. & i. Hollow out, make into a 
cave; || form political cave1; ~ in: sub¬ 
side, recede, (of earth etc. over hollow; of 
wall yielding inwards cf. bulge); yield 
to pressure, submit, withdraw opposi¬ 
tion; smash in (esp. person’s hat or 
head), spoil shape of. [f. prec.; but in ~ 
in may be f. U.S. ~ in, app. f. E. Anglian 
dial, calve in; cf. Flem. inkalven Hu. 
af-kalven, in similar sense] 

llcav'e3, int. (schoolboy si.). Lock out! 
(warning of master’s approach). [L, = 
beware] 

cav'eat, n. 1. (Law) process to suspend 
proceedings (enter, put in, a~). 2. Warn¬ 
ing; proviso. [L, = let him beware] 

cav'eut imp'top, L’sent. (=let the'buyer 
see to it) disclaiming responsibility for 
buyer’s disappointment, 

cav'endlsh, n. Tobacco softened, sweet¬ 
ened, & pressed into cake, negro-head, 
[orig. unkn.] 

cav'drn, n. Underground hollow (rhet.). 
[ME, f. F cavcrnc f. L caverna (cavus 
hollow) ] 

cav'dkned (-nd), a. Like, in, with, 
cavem(s). [-ED2] 

cav'ehnous, a. Full of caverns; a3 of, 
huge or deep as, a cavern (~ darkness, 
mouth, eyes); porous, [f. L cavcrnosus 
(CAVERN, -OSE1)] 

cav'e(s)son, n. Strong nose-band used in 
breaking in troublesome horses, [f. F cave- 
con f. It. cavezzone augment, of cavczsa 
halter] 

cavldr(e)' (or kav1), n. Sturgeon-roo 
pickled, eaten as relish; ~ to the general, 
good thing unappreciated by the ignor¬ 
ant. [early forms represent It. caviale 
(obs. F cavial); later caviar etc.. It. 
caviaro, F, Pg. caviar, f. Turk, khdvydr; 
relations & ult. orig. uncert. ] 

cav'il, v.i. (-11-), & n. (Raise) captious 
objection (at, about). Hcnco ~1er1 n. 
[f. obs. F caviller f. L cavillari (cavilla 
mockery)] 

cav'Ity, n. A hollow place, a hollow. 
Hcnco cavitA'TiON n., formation of ~ in 

a structure, or of bubbles in a liquid, or 
of a vacuum, [f. F cavitd or LL cavilas 
(L cavus hollow, -ty)] 

•cavort', v.i. (si.). Prance, [orig. unkn.] 
cav'y, n. Amer. rodent, [f. cabiai native 
name in French Guiana] 

caw, n. & int., & v.i. & t. (Make) rook’s, 
crow’s, raven’s, cry; ~ out, utter in 
~ing tone, [imit.] 

Cax'ton, n. Book printed by W. ~ (first 
Engl, printer, d. 1192); printing-typo in 
imitation of ~’s. 

cay, n. Insular bank or reef of coral, sand, 
etc., cf. key3, [f. Sp. cayo shoal, reef; 
see key 3, quay ] 

cayenne (kaCn'), n. (Also ~ pepper) 
pungent red pepper of capsicum, [f. 
Braz. kyynha assim. to Cayenne capital 
of French Guiana] 

cay'man, cai'man, n. Kinds of large 
saurian of crocodile family (prop, an 
American genus with round short muzzle), 
[f. Sp., Pg. caiman, f. Caxib acayu- 
man] 
•cayuse (ki'us), n. Indian pony. [Amer.- 
-Ind.] 

II cd, II cmd, = command2 paper. 
ce, = CEE. 
ceanoth'us, n. A flowering shrub. [Gk] 
cease1, v.i. & t. Desist from; stop doing, 
being, etc., also w. inf.; (of feelings, 
actions) come to an end; bring to an end 
(strife, endeavours, etc.); (Mil.) ~ fire, 
discontinue firing. [ME, f. OF cesser f. L 
cessare frequent, of ccdere cess- yield ] 

cease2, n. Ceasing (obs. exc. in without ~, 
incessantly). Henco ~'less (-si-) a., 
~'lessLY2 adv., ~'lesSNESS n. [f. OF ces 
(cesser see prec.)] 

ce'city, n. Blindness (usu. fig.), [f. L 
caecitas (caecus blind, -ty)] 

ced'ar, n. Kinds of cone-bearing treo 
with fragrant durable wood including ~ 
of Lebanon, Atlas ~, & deodar; various 
trees resembling ~; Japanese ~, crypto- 
meria; =—wood. Hence (poet.) ~n 
[-EN6] a. [ME & OF cedre f. L (whence 
directly OE ceder) f. Gk kedros I 

cede, v.t. Give up, grant, admit, sur¬ 
render (territory), [f. F cider or L ccdere 
yield] 

cedill'a, n. Mark (i)' written under c to 
show that it is sibilant, [f. Sp. cedilla, 
zedilla (= It. ce-, zediglia, F ccdiUc) dim. 
of zeda f. Gk zeta letter Z ] 

cee, n. The letter C; ~ spring, C-spring, 
spring so shaped supporting carriage 
body. 

ceil (scl), v.t. Line roof of (room). Hence 
ceil'iNG1(2) n.: such lining; (Aviation) 
maximum altitude a given aeroplane can 
attain, maximum altitude in particular 
weather conditions; upper limit of prices, 
wages, etc. [ceiling (14th c. celynge) f. 
ceil vb (in 15th c. cover w. wainscot, 
plaster, etc., cf. obs. celure canopy, 
hangings)-]--lNG1(2); ult. orig. undeter¬ 
mined] 
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|| ceilidh (kal'I), n. (Sc.)- Informal gather¬ 
ing for song & story. [Gael. ] 

cel'adon, n. & a. Willow green; grey 
green glaze used on some pottery. [F, f. 
name of character in D’Urfe’s Astrie] 

cel'andine, n. Two yellow-flowered 
plants, greater ~, & lesser ~ (also pile6- 
wort). [ME & OF celidoine f. LL celidonia, 
for L chelidonia f. Gk khelidonion 
(khelidon swallow); for -re- cf. passenger] 

celanese' (-z), n. Kind of artificial silk. 
[PI 

-cele (sel), in medical compound words, 
= tumour of the —. [f. Gk kele tumour] 

cel'ebrant, n. Officiating priest, esp. at 
Eucharist, [F, or f. L celebrare (foil.), 
-ANT] 

cel'ebr|ate, v.t. & i. Perform publicly & 
duly (religious ceremony etc.); officiate 
at Eucharist; observe, honour, with rites, 
festivities, etc. (festival, events); publish 
abroad, praise, extol, (p.p.) famous. 
So ~a'tion n. [f. L celebrare (ccleber 
■bris frequented, renowned); see -ate 3 ] 

celeb'rity, n. Being famous; well-known 
person (also attrib., as ~ concert), [f. L 
celebritas (celeber see prec., -ty)] 

cele'riac, n. Turnip-rooted celery, [f. 
celery, -ac unexplained ] 

cele'ritjG n. Swiftness, dispatch (of 
living movement or agency). [ME & OF 
celerite f. L celeritatem (celer swift, -ty)] 

cel'ery, n. Plant of which blanched stem 
is used as salad & vegetable, [f. F cileri 
ult. f. Gk selinon parsley] 

celeste', n. & a. Sky blue; (also voix ~) 
organ & harmonium stop; (adj.) sky-blue. 
[f. F cilesle f. L caelestis (caelum heaven) ] 

celes'tial, a. & n. Of the sky (~ globe, 
map)-, heavenly, divine, divinely good, 
beautiful, etc., whence ~ly2 adv.; C~ 
Empire (hist.), China (transl. of native 
title; so C~ (joc.) = Chinese, a. & n.). 
[ME, f. OF f. L caelestis (see prec., -AL)] 

cel'ibate, a. & n. (Person) not married, 
bound or resolved not to marry; un¬ 
married (of life, habits). So cel'ibACY n., 
celibatAR'iAN a. & n. [F, or f. L caelibatus 
unmarried state (caelebs -ibis); see -ate1] 

cell, n. 1. Dependent nunnery or monas¬ 
tery (hist.); anchoret’s one-roomed 
dwelling; cottage (poet.); grave (poet.); 
single person’s small room in monastery 
or prison (condemned ~, for one con¬ 
demned to death); compartment in 
bees’ comb; (Electr.) voltaic apparatus 
with only one pair of metallic elements, 
unit of battery. 2. Enclosed cavity in 
organism or mineral (~s of brain, 
imaginary compartments assigned to 
various faculties); (Biol.) portion of 
protoplasm usu. enclosed in membrane, 
ultimate element of organic structures; 
(Zoophytes) cup-like cavity of individual 
polype in compound polypidom; (flg., of 
persons) centre or nucleus of (revolu¬ 
tionary) activities. Hence (-)cellED2 
(-Id), ~'irORM, aa. [ME celle f. OF, or L 

cement 

ceUa small room; late OE cell perh. dir. 
f. L] 

cell'ar, n., & v.t. (Put, store, in an) 
underground room; (also wine-'-) place 
in which wine is kept, one’s stock of 
wine (keeps a good —); '—-flap, trapdoor 
into ~; ~ -plate, in pavement over hole 
into coal-~. Hence ~age n. [ME celer f. 
AF, = OF celier f. LL cellarium (prec., 
-Alt2, -ARY1)] 

cell'arer, n. Monastic keeper of wine & 
provisions. [ME cel(l)erer f. AF, = OF 
-ier f. LL cellerarius (see prec., -er2 (2))] 

cellaret', n. Case or sideboard for keeping 
winebottles in dining-room. [-ET1] 

cell'lo (ch-), ’c-, n. (pi. -os). (Short for) 
violoncello. Hence ~ist (3) n. 

cell'ophane, n. Transparent wrapping 
material made from viscose, [P] 

cell'ular, a. Of, having, small single 
rooms or compartments or cavities; ~ 
shirt etc. (of open texture); (Physiol.) 
consisting of cells (as ~ tissue); ~ plant, 
without distinct stem, leaves, etc. Hence 
cellula'riTY n. [f. F cellulaire, see foil., 
-ARXJ 

cell'ulle, n. (anat.). Cell or cavity (see 
cell, 2; the derivatives are formed from 
cellule, not cell). Hence or cogn. ~ate2, 

-ated, ~iE'EROus, ~ous, aa., ~a'tion n., 
~o- comb. form. [f. L cellula (cella cell, 
-ule)] 

cell'uloid, a. & n. Like cells; (n.) plastio 
made from camphor & cellulose nitrate, 
[irreg. f. cellulose2+-oid] 

cell'ulSse \ a. Consisting of cells. Hence 
cellulos'lTY n. [cellule, -ose1] 

cell'ulose2, n. (chem.). Substance form¬ 
ing solid framework of plants; (in pop. 
usage for) ~ acetate or ~ nitrate, solu¬ 
tions of which give the ~ finish used in 
varnishing metal, woodwork, etc., (also 
v.t., treat with ~). [F, f. L cellula 
cellule +-OSE2] 

Cel'sius._ See centigrade. 

Celt1, Kelt, n. Member of one of the 
peoples akin to the ancient Gauls 
(Bretons, Cornish, Gaels, Irish, Manx, 
Welsh), [f. F Celte f. L Celta; cf. Gk 
Keltoi, Keltai, pi. ] 

celt2, n. (archaool.). Bronze or stone (or 
iron) chisel-edged prehistoric implement, 
[wd founded on the reading of the 
Clementino Vulgate in Job xix. 24—stylo 
ferreo, et plumbi lamina, vel celle (v.l. 
eerie) sculpantur ] 

Cel'tic, K-, a. & n. (Language) of the 
Celts; the ~ fringe, the Scots, Irish, 
Welsh, & Cornish, in relation to the 
U.Iv. Hence cel'tiCALLY adv., cel'tic- 
ISM(2, 4) n., cel'ticiZE(2, 3) v.i. & t. [f. L 
celticus (celt1, -ic) or F celtigue] 

celto-, comb, form of celt1. Hence cel- 
tOL'OGIST, celtOHAN'IAC, Cel'tOPHIL, nn. 
[-0-] 

cement', n., & v.t. 1. Substance applied as 
paste & hardening into stony consistence 
for binding together stones or bricks & 
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for forming floors, walls, etc., strong 
mortar of calcinated lime & clay (hydrau¬ 
lic ~, hardening under water); any sub¬ 
stance applied soft for sticking things 
together; (fig.) principle of union; sub¬ 
stance for stopping teeth; bony crust of 
tooth-fang. 2. v.t. Unite (as) with ~; 
apply ~ to, line or cover with ~. [ME 
siment f. OF ciment f. L cacmentum 
quarry stone (caedere cut, -hent)] 

cem'etery, n. Place for burials, not being 
a churchyard, [f. LL f. Gk koimeterion 
dormitory (koimao put to sleep)] 

cen'obite. See coenobite. 

cen'otaph (-ahf), n. Sepulchral monument 
to person whose body is elsewhere; the 
C~, that in Whitehall commemorating 
the dead of the 1914-18 and 1939-45 wars; 
tomb from which one has risen, [f. F 
clnotaphe f. LL f. Gk kenotaphion (kenos 
empty, taplios tomb)] 

cense, v.t. Perfume, worship, with burn¬ 
ing incense. [£. obs. cense noun (aphetic 
f. incense1) or short for incense2] 

cen'ser, n. Vessel in which incense is 
burnt. [ME censer f. AF, = OF censier f. 
encensier f. encense incense1, -er2 (2)] 

cen'sor, n., & v.t. 1. Ancient-Roman 
magistrate drawing up register or census 
of citizens & supervising publio morals; 
person expressing opinions on others’ 
morals & conduct. 2. Official licensing, 
or suppressing as immoral, seditious, or 
inopportune, books, plays, letters, news, 
or military intelligence (vb, exercise such 
control over, make excisions or changes 
in). 3. Various university officials. 4. 
(Psycho-anal.) ~(sftip), a power by which 
elements of the Unconscious are inhibited 
from emerging into the consciousness. 
Hence or cogn. censor'iAi a., ~shh? n. 
[L, f. censere tax, -ok] 

censor'ious, a. Fault-finding, over- 
-critical. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. 
L censorius (censor, -ory) + -ous] 

cen'sur|e (-sher), n., & v.t. 1. Adverse 
judgement, expression of disapproval, 
reprimand. 2. v.t. Blame, criticize un¬ 
favourably, reprove; hence ~able a. 
[ME, f. OF censure f. L censura (censere 
assess, -tike); vb f. F censurer] 

cen'sus, n. Official numbering of popu¬ 
lation with various statistics (in Gt 
Britain taken every ten years); ~-paper, 
form left at every house to be filled up 
with names, ages, etc., of inmates. [L, 
f. censere to rate] 

cent, n. Pcr~, for, to, in, every hundred 
(in stating proportion, esp. of interest); 
three etc. per ~s, public securities at 
3% etc.; ~ per ~, interest equal to 
principal; (U.S. etc.) hundredth of a 
dollar; typical small coin (don’t care a~), 
[f. F cent, or L centum, or It. cento 
hundred] 

cental, n. Weight of 100 lb. used for 
corn. [f. L centum hundred, perh. after 
QUINTAL] 

centaur (-tor), n. Horse with human 
body, arms, & head, taking the place 
of its neck & head; hybrid creation, 
person or thing of double nature; (C~) 
name of a constellation; perfect horse¬ 
man. Hence ~ess1 n. [f. L f. Gk ken- 
tauros of unkn. etym. ] 

centaury, n. Name of various plants, 
[f. LL centauria f. L f. Gk kentaurion 
(kentauros see prec.) 

centa'vo (-ah-), n. (pi. ~s). 1/100 of a peso 
or similar currency unit in some S.-Amer. 
republics; 1/100 of an escudo in Portu¬ 
gal. [Amer.-Sp.] 

centenar'ian, a. & n. (Person) a hundred 
years old. [as foil. + -an ] 

centen'ary (also sen'ten-), a. & n. 1. Of 
a hundred years. 2. n. Space of a hundred 
years reckoned from any point in a cen¬ 
tury ; centennial anniversary, celebration 
of it. [f. L centcnarius (centeni a hundred 
each, -ary1)] 

centenn'ial, a. & n. Of, having lived or 
lasted, completing, a hundred years; (of) 
the hundredth anniversary, [f. L centum 
hundred, & as biennial] 

centes'irnal, a. Reckoning, reckoned, by 

hundredths. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L 
centesimus hundredth (centum hundred) 
+ -AL] 

centi-, comb, form of L centum hundred, 
= 1/100 of the denomination in the metric 
system. Hence ~gramme, ~litre (-leter), 
~metre (-meter), nn. 

centigrade, a. Having a hundred 
degrees (of Celsius’s thermometer, with 
freezing-point of water 0° & boiling-point 
100°). [F, f. L centum a hundred +gradus 
step] 

II centill'ion (-yon), n. Hundredth power 
of a million (1 with 600 ciphers). [centum 
(prec.), BILLION] 

centime (sahntem'), n. (hist.). French & 
Swiss coin = 1/100 of a franc. [F] 

centipede, n. Many-footed wingless 
crawling animal, [f. L centipeda (centum 
hundred, pcs pedis foot) or F centipede; 
earlier centipie, centapee prob. f. Sp. ] 

cent'ner, n. German weight, about 1 ewt. 
[G, f. L centenarius centenary] 

cento, n. (pi. -os). Composition made up 
of scraps from other authors. [L, =patch- 
work garment] 

central, a. Of, in, at, from, containing, 
the centre; leading, principal, dominant; 
C~ Empires, Powers, (hist.), Germany & 
Austria-Hungary; ~ heating, method of 
warming a building by hot water or hot 
air or steam conveyed by pipes from ~ 
source. Hence centrai'iTY n.,~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [f. L centralis (centrum centre, 

-al) or F central ] 
centralism, centralist, nn. (Upholder 

of) a centralizing system, [prec. + -isai(3), 
-IST(2)] 

centralizje, -is|e (-iz), v.i. & t. Come, 
bring, to a centre; concentrate (adminis¬ 
tration) at single centre; subject (State 
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etc.) to this system. Hence ~a'tion n. 
[central, -ize(3), or f. F centraliser] 

cen'tre1 (-ter), cen'ter, n. & a. 1. Middle 
point (strictly, equidistant from ends of 
line measuring along it, or from extremi¬ 
ties of regular surface or body, or from 
ail points in circumference of circle or 
sphere, & at mean distance from all 
points in periphery of irregular surface 
or body). 2. Point, pivot, axis, of revolu¬ 
tion (of machine tool, short rod with cone- 
-shaped point and tapered shank, one of 
pair between which rotating workpiece 
may be supported). 3. Point of concen¬ 
tration or dispersion, nucleus, source. 
4. (Fenians etc.) organizer, leader, (esp. 
hcad-~). 5. = inner. 6. (Archit.) wooden 
mould for arch or dome while building. 
7. (Mil.) main body of troops between 
wings. 8. (Pol.; orig. f. French) the C~, 
men of moderate opinions (left—, left, 
radical grades; right-~, right, reaction¬ 
ary). 9. (Assoc, footb., Hockey) middle 
player in forward line (also ~ forward), 
kick or hit from wing to ~. 10. ~ of 
attraction, (Physics) to which bodies 
tend by gravity, (fig.) drawing general 
attention; ~ of gravity, that point in body 
which being supported body remains at 
rest in any position; ~ of mass, point 
(in relation to body) any piano passing 
through which divides body into two 
parts of equal weight; dead ~; ~-piece, 
ornament for middle of table; ~-raiZ, 
third rail on mountain railways for cogged 
wheel etc.; ~-second(s), seconds hand 
mounted on centre arbor of clock or 
watch; ~-6if, boring-tool with ~ point 
& side cutters; ~-board, (flat-bottomed 
boat with) board for lowering through 
keel to prevent leeway: hence ~less, 
cen'tric(AL), aa., cen'tricaliY2 adv., 
centri'ciTY n. 11. adj. At, of, the ~; 
hence ~most (-erm-) a. [ME, f. OF centre 
or L centrum f. Gk kentron sharp point] 

cen'tre2 (-ter), cen'ter, v.i. & t. Be con¬ 
centrated in, on, at, round, about; place in 
centre; mark with a centre; concentrate 
in etc.; find centre of; (Assoc, footb., 
Hockey) kick or hit (ball) from wing to 
centre, [f. prec.] 

cen'tr(e)Ing (-ter-),n. Temporary framing 
used to support arch, dome, etc., while 
under construction. [CENTRE1 +-ING1] 

centrif'ugal, a. Flying, tending to fly, 
from centre; ~ force, with which body 
revolving round centre tends to fly off, 
inertia; ~ machine etc., in which ~ force 
is utilized; (Bot.) ~ inflorescence, in 
which end flower opens first & side ones 
in downward order. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. 
L centrum centre 1 + -fugus -fleeing (fugere 
flee) + -AL] 

cen'trifuge, n. Centrifugal machine 
rotating at very high speed, designed to 
separate solids from liquids, or liquids 
from other liquids (e.g. cream from milk). 
[F; see prec.] 

centrip'etal, a. Tending towards centre; 
~ force, machine etc., inflorescence, op¬ 
posite of centrifugal. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[f. L -petus -seeking (petere seek) & as 
CENTRE1] 

cen'tro-, comb, form of L centrum & Gk 
kentron centre1, = centre-, central, 
centrally. 

cen'tuple, a., n., & v.t. Hundredfold; 
(vb) multiply by a hundred, [f. F centuple 
or LL centuplus for L centuplex (centum 
hundred, -plic- fold)] 

centup'licate, a. & n. (-«t), & v.t. (-at). 
= prcc., esp. in ~, of things of which a 
hundred copies are produced, [f. L 
ccntuplicare as prec., -ate2-3] 

centur'ion, n. Commander of century in 
Roman army. [ME, f. L centurio -onis 
(foil.)] 

cen'tury, n. 1. (Rom. hist.) company in 
army, orig. of 100 men; political division 
for voting. 2. A hundred of something 
(esp., 100 runs at cricket); one of the 
hundred-year periods counting from a 
received epoch, esp. from birth of Christ 
(first ~, 1-100, nineteenth ~, 1801-1900, 
etc.); any hundred successive years, cen¬ 
tenary. [f. L ccnturia (centum hundred)] 

cephal'ic, a. Of, in, the head. [f. F 
ciphalique f. L f. Gk kephalikos (kephale 
head, -ic)] 

-cephal'ic. = -cephalous. 
ceph'alo-, comb, form = head-, hcad- 
&-. [see cephalic, -o-] 

ceph'alopod, n. Mollusc with distinct 
tentacled head. [prec. + Gk pous podos 
foot] 

cephalothor'ax, n. Coalesced head & 
thorax of spider, crab, etc. [cephalo-, 
thorax] 

-ceph'alous, last element esp. of anthro¬ 
pological terms = -headed, as brachy~, 
with short head. [f. Gk kephale head + 
-ous] 

ceram'lic, k-, a. Of the art of pottery. 
Hence ~ics, ce'ramiST(2), nn. [f. Gk 
kcramikos (keramos pottery, -ic)] 

ceras'tes (-ez), n. The horned viper of 
N. Africa. [L f. Gk kerastes (keras horn) ] 

ceras'tium, n. Kinds of herb with horn- 
-shaped capsules, [mod. L, f. Gk kerastes 
horned (keras horn)] 

ce'rato-, comb, form of Gk keras -atos 
horn, = horn-&- —, horny-, & esp. of the 
cornea. 

Cdrb'erus, n. Three-headed dog guarding 
entrance to Hades (sop to ~, something 
to propitiate an official, guard, etc.). 
[Tj, f. Gk Kerberos] 

cere, n. Naked wax-like membrane at 
base of some birds’ beaks, [f. L cera 
w-ax] 

cer'eal, a. & n. Of corn or edible grain; 
(n., usu. pi.) kind(s) of grain used for 
human food; article of diet made from 
wheat, maize, or other ~ (usu. as break¬ 
fast dish), [f. L Cerealis (Ceres goddess 
of corn, -al)] 
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c&rebSll’utn, n. Little or hinder brain. 
[L, dim. of CEREBRUM ] 

ce'rebral, a. Of the brain; (of literature, 
music, etc.) appealing to intellectual 
appreciation; ~ letter, consonant sounded 
by turning tongue-tip to top of palate. 
[cerebrum +-al ; cf. F ciribral] 

cerebra'tion, n. Working of the brain, 
esp. unconscious ~, of results reached 
without conscious thought, [cerebrum 4- 
-ATION] 

c&'rebrum, n. The brain proper, in front 
of & above the cerebellum. Hence 
ce'rebro- comb, form; cerebro-spin'al, of 
brain & spine (cerebrospinal meningitis, 
spotted fever). [L] 

cere'cloth (serklaw-), n. Cloth impreg¬ 
nated with wax etc., used as waterproof 
covering or (esp.) winding-sheet. [15th c. 
cered cloth f. cere to wax f. L cerare f. cera 
wax] 

cere'ment (serm-), n. (hist.; usu. pi.). 
Grave-clothes, [app. a Shakespearian 
alt. of prec. (-ment)] 

ceremon'Ial, a. & n. 1. With or of ritual 
or ceremony, formal; hence ~ism(3), 
~ist(2), nn., ~ly2 adv. 2. n. System of 
rites; formalities proper to any occasion; 
observance of conventions; (R.-C. Ch.) 
book of ritual, [f. LL ceremonialis 
(CEREMONY, -AL)] 

ceremon'ious, a. Addicted or showing 
addiction to ceremony, punctilious. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. F c6rA- 
monieux or LL ceremoniosus (foil., -ous)] 

ce'remonly, n. Outward religious rite or 
polite observance; empty form; stately 
usage; formalities; punctilious behaviour 
(without ~y, offhand; stand upon ~y, 
insist on conventions, keep one’s dis¬ 
tance); Master of the C~ies, sui>erintend- 
ing forms observed on state or public 
occasions. [ME, f. OF cerimonie or L 
caerimonia] 

ce'riph, (now rare for) serif. 

cerise' (-ez), a. & n. (Of) a light clear red. 

[F, = CHERRY] 
cer'ium, n. A metallic element. Hence 
cer'ic(l), cer'ous, aa. [f. planet Ceres, 
discovered (1801) just before, +-ium] 

cero-, comb, form of L cera or Gk keros 
wax. 

ceroplas'tllc, a. Modelled, of modelling, 
in wax. Hence ~ICS n. [f. Gk kero- = 
CERO(plastikos adj. f. plasso to mould)] 

c£rt, n. (si.). Event or result certain to 
happen, [abbr. certain] 

cdrt'ain (-tn, -tin), a. Settled, unfailing; 
unerring, reliable; sure to happen; 
indisputable; convinced (of, that); des¬ 
tined, undoubtedly going, to do; that 
might but need not or should not be 
specified (a ~ person, lady of a ~ age), 
some though perhaps not much (felt a 
~ reluctance), existing but probably un¬ 
known to hearer (a ~ John Smith); for 
~, assuredly. [ME, f. OF f. Rom. 
*certanvs f. L certus f. cernere decide, -an ] 

cessionary 
cdbt'ainly (-tn-), adv. Indubitably; in¬ 
fallibly ; confidently; admittedly; (in 
answers) I admit it, no doubt, yes. [prec. 
+ -LY2] 

cdrt'ainty (-tn-), n. Undoubted fact (bet 
on a ~, usu. dishonestly with secret 
knowledge of result), indubitable pros¬ 
pect ; thing in actual possession; absolute 
conviction (of, that); to, for, a ~, beyond 
possibility of doubt. [ME & AF cerlainle, 
OF -ete (CERTAIN, -TY)] 

cdrt'fis (-z), adv. (arch.). Assuredly, I 
assure you. [ME, f. OF (a) certes, prob. f. 
Rom. *(ad) certas of a certainty] 

certificate, n., & v.t. 1. (-It). Document 
formally attesting a fact, esp. the 
bearer’s status, acquirements, fulfilment 
of conditions, right to company shares, 
etc.; I! bankrupt’s ~, stating that he has 
satisfied legal requirements & may re¬ 
commence business. 2. v.t. (-at). Furnish 
with, license by, ~; hence certificA'Tiox 
n. [f. F certificat or its source med. L 
certificatum neut. p.p. (foil.)] 

cebt'ifly, v.t. Attest formally, declare by 
certificate; || (of doctor) officially declare 
(person) insane, whence ~iable a.; in¬ 
form certaiuly, assure; ~iedmilk, guaran¬ 
teed free from tubercle bacillus. Hence 
~iER1 n. [ME, f. OF certifier f. med. L 
certificare f. L certus certain (-fy)] 

cSrtiorSr’i (-shi-), n. Writ from higher 
court for records of case tried in lower. 
[L, = L certiorem facere inform] 

cert'itude, n. Feeling certain, conviction. 
[F, or f. LL certitudo (certain, -tude)] 

cerul'ean (-do-), a. Deep-blue. [f. L 
caeruleus 4- -an ] 

cerum'en (-do-), n. Ear-wax. So cerumf 
inous (-do-) a. [f. L cera wax on anal, of 
albumen ] 

cer'use (-bos), n. (Also white lead) a 
white paint from carbonate & hydrate of 

lead, esp. as cosmetic. [ME, f. OF ceruse 
or L cerussa ] 

cerv'ical (or sblvik-), a. (physiol.). Of 

the neck. So c€rvic'o- comb. form. [F, 
or mod. L, f. L cervix -ids neck + -AL] 

c€t\'ine, a. Of, like, deer. [f. L cervinus 
(cervus deer + -ine x) ] 

Cesa'revitch, -witch, (-z-), n. Tsar’s 

eldest son (hist.); || (-w-) horse-race run 

annually at Newmarket. [Russ.] 

II cess, n. Tax, rate, (now displaced by 

rate in Engl., but used in various senses in 
Ireland & Scotland), [prop, sess for obs. 

assess n. see assess] 
cessation, n. Ceasing; pause, [f. L 

cessatio (cessare cease1, -ation)] 
cess'er, n. (legal). Coming to an end, 

cessation, (of term, liability, etc.). [F 

(CEASE1, -ER4)] 
ce'ssion (-shn), n. Ceding, giving up, (of 

rights, property, or esp. of territory by 

State). [F, or f. L cessio (cedcre cess- go 

away, -ion)] 
ce'ssionary (-shon-), n. = assign2, [f. 

LL cessionarius as prec. 4--ary1] 
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cess'pit, n. Midden, [see foil. 1 
cess'pool, n. Well sunk for soil from 
water-closet etc., retaining solids & 
letting liquid escape (also fig., as ~ of 
iniquity)- [alt., after pool1, f. 16th c. 
cesperalle, susprall ~, = 15th c. suspiral 
vent, water-pipe, f. OF souspirail (sus¬ 

pire, -al(2)[ 
ces'toid, a. & n. (zool.). Ribbon-like 
(intestinal worm, as tapeworm), [f. L 
f. Gk kestos girdle + -oid ] 

ces'tus, n. Loaded bull-hide hand- 
-covering worn by Roman boxers. [L 
cacstus (caedere strike)] 

cet-, comb. form=of spermaceti, in chem. 
names, [f. L f. Gk kotos whale] 

ceta'cean (-shn), a. & n. (Member) of the 
mammalian order containing whales. So 
cetA'CEOUS (-ashus) a. [as prec., -acean] 

cet'eosaur (-or), -saur'us, n. Fossil 
saurian, [f. Gk ketos -eos whale & sauros 
lizard] 

cet'erach (-k), n. Kinds of fern with 
frond-backs covered with scales, [med. 
L, prob. f. Arab.] 

cet'erts p&'rlbus, adv. Other things 
being equal. [L] 

Chablis (shab'le), n. A French white 
Burgundy. [~ in France ] 

Chad'band, n. Unctuous hypocrite, [per¬ 
son in Dickens’s Bleak House] 

chafe, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Rub (skin, to 
restore warmth); make, become, sore by 
rubbing; (of beast, river) rub itself 
against (bars, rocks); irritate; show irrita¬ 
tion, fume, fret. 2. n. (Sore made by) 
friction; state of irritation, pet, (in a ~). 
[ME chaufe f. OF chaufer f. Rom. *cale- 
fare f. L -facere (calere be hot, facere make) ] 

chaf'er, n. Kinds of beetle, usu. the cock¬ 

chafer. [OE ceafor; also OE cefer, OS 
kever, OHG chevar; f. WG *kabhr-, 
*kebhr-, prob. cogn. w. JOWL] 

chaff (-ahf), n., & v.t. 1. Separated grain- 
-husks; chopped hay & straw; bracts of 
grass-flower; spurious substitute (caught 
with ~, easily deceived or trapped); 
worthless stuff; ~-cutter, machine chop¬ 
ping fodder; hence ~'Y2 (-ahf-) a.; (vb) 
chop (straw etc.). 2. Banter (n. & v.t.). 
[OE ceaf, OHG cheva husk, prob. f. Gmc 
*kaf-, *kef- gnaw (prec.); sense 2 of si. 
uncert. orig.] 

chaffer, v.i. & t., & n. X. Haggle, bar¬ 
gain (~ away, — bargain away); hence 
~er1 n. 2. n. = ~ing. [ME ch(e)apfare f. 
OE ceap see chapman +faru fare] 

II chaff'inch, n. Common British small 
bird. [ME, f. chaff (f. haunting barndoor) 
+ FINCH] 

chaf'ing-dish, n. Vessel with burning 
charcoal etc. inside for keeping warm 
things placed on it. [f. obs. sense of 
chafe = warm] 

chagrin (shagren'), n., & v.t. (Affect 
with) acute disappointment or mortifica¬ 
tion. [f. F chagrin(er), of uncert. orig.] 

chain, n., & v.t. 1. Connected series of 

chaise 
metal or other links (endless ~); fetters, 
confinement, restraining force; necklace, 
watchguard, etc. 2. Sequence, series, set, 
(of proof, events, posts, mountains; 
ladies’ ~, movement in quadrille). 3. 
Jointed metal-rod measuring-line, its 
length (66 ft). 4. (Also ~-shot) two balls 
or half balls joined by ~ for cutting masts 
etc. (hist.). 5. (naut.). Fastening for 
shrouds below channel2 (also ~-plate), 
the ~s, whole contrivance (channel, ~- 
-plate, & DEAD-eyes) for widening basis of 
shrouds; (pi.) leadsman’s platform. 6. ~ 
armour, mail, made of interlaced rings; ~ 
bridge, = suspension; ~ coupling, extra 
coupling of railway vans in case of acci¬ 
dent to screw coupling; ~-gang (of con¬ 
victs ~ed together, or forced to work in 
~s); —letter, a letter of which the recipi¬ 
ent is asked to make copies to be sent to 
a (named) number of others (these doing 
the like in their turn); ~ moulding, archit. 
ornament with link carving; ~ reaction, 
chem. reaction forming intermediate pro¬ 
ducts which react with the original sub¬ 
stance & are repeatedly renewed; ~- 
-smoker (who lights another cigarette or 
cigar from the stump of the one last 
smoked); —stitch, ornamental sewing 
like ~, (sewing machine) simple sewing 
(cf. lock3-stitch); *~-s(ore, one of a series 
of shops owned by one firm & selling 
the same goods; ~-wale, = channel2; 

~-wheel, transmitting power by ~ fitted to 
its edge; hence ~'less a., ~'let n. 7. v.t. 
Secure, confine, with chain (lit. & fig.). 
[ME chayne f. OF chaeine f. L catena] 

chair, n., & v.t. X. Separate seat for one, 
of various forms (arm1 or elbow, bath1, 
curdle, deck1, easy1; take a ~, sit down). 
2. Seat of authority; professorship; 
II mayoralty (past or above the ~, below 
the ~. of alderman who has, has not, 
been mayor). 3. Seat, office, of person 
presiding at meeting, public dinner, etc. 
(take, leave, the ~, begin, end, the pro¬ 
ceedings); chairman (address, appeal to, 
the ~ ; ‘chair! chair!’, protest against 
disorder). 4. (Railway) iron or steel 
socket holding rail in place. 5. (hist.). = 
sedan. 6. ‘electric ~. 7. v.t. Install in 
chair of authority; || place in ~ & carry 
aloft (winner of contest, election, etc.); 
act as chairman of, preside over, (meet¬ 
ing). [ME, f. OF chaiere f. L f. Gk 
kathedra (cathedral)] 

chair'man, n. (pi. -men; fern, chair- 
-woman). Person chosen to preside over 
meeting, permanent president of com¬ 
mittee, board, etc. (C~ of Committees, in 
Houses of Pari., presiding instead of 
Lord Chancellor & Speaker when House 
is in Committee), whence ~smp n.; 
one who keeps or propels a Bath chair; 
(hist.) one of two sedan-bearers, 

chaise (shaz), n. Pleasure or travelling 
carriage of various shapes, usu. now low, 
four-wheeled, & open, with one or two 
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ponies; ~ longue (15ngg; F, = long chair), 
kind of sofa with a rest for the back at 
one end only; post-~. [F, var. of chaire 
f. OF chaiere chair] 

chalced'ony (k-), cal-, n. Precious stone 
of quartz kind with many varieties as 
agate, cornelian, chrysoprase. [f. L 
c(h)alcedonius f. Gk khalkedon] 

chalco- (k-), comb, form esp. in minera- 
logical terms = copper-, brass-, [f. Gk 
khalkos ] 

chalcography (k-), n. Art of engraving 
on copper, [prec., -GRAPHY] 

chalcopyr'ite (k-; -fr-), n. A copper ore, 
yellow or copper pyrites. [chalco-, 
pyrite ] 

Chalde'an, Chaldee', (kal-), a. & n. 
(Native) of Chaldea or Babylon; sooth¬ 
sayer, astrologer, [f. L f. Gk khaldaios + 
-AN ] 

chald'ron (-awl-), n. Coal measure, 36 
bushels, [f. OF cliauderon, w. -I- as in 
CAULDRON] 

chalet (shal'a), n. Swiss mountain dairy- 
-hut; Swiss peasant’s wooden cottage; 
small villa. [Swiss-F] 

chal'ice, n. Goblet; eucharistic wine-cup 
(mixed—, with water ceremonially added); 
(poet.) flower-cup, whence chal'icED3 

(-st) a. [ME, f. OF (now calice), f. L calix] 

chalk1 (-awk), n. White soft earthy 
limestone used for burning into lime & 
for writing & drawing; coloured pre¬ 
paration of like texture used in crayons 
for drawing; as like as — & cheese, unlike 
in essentials; by a long —, by far (f. use 
of~ to score points in games); —-bed, 
stratum of ~; —-pit, quarry in which ~ is 
dug; •—■stone, gouty concretion like~ in 
tissues & joints esp. of hands & feet. [OE 
cealc, OS calc, OHG kalki-h calx-c-islime] 

chalk3 (-awk), v.t. Rub, mark, draw, 
write, write up, with chalk; ~ it up, put 
it down to my account; ~ out, sketch, 
plan as thing to be accomplished (often 
for oneself), [f. prec.] 

chalk'|y (-awk-), a. Abounding in, white 
as, chalk; like or containing chalk-stones. 
Hence ~1ness n. [-Y2] 

chall'enge1 (-j), n. Calling to account 
(sentry’s —, ‘Who goes there?’); excep¬ 
tion taken (e.g. to juryman); summons 
to trial or contest, esp. to duel, defiance; 
signal requiring recognition signal to be 
displayed by ship, aircraft, etc. [ME & 
OF ca-, chalenge, -lange, f. L calumnia 
CALUMNY] 

chall'engje2 (-j), v.t. Call to account (of 
sentry, & fig.); take exception to (evi¬ 
dence, juryman), dispute, deny; claim 
(attention, admiration, etc.); invite to 
contest, game, or duel, defy. Hence 
~ eABLE a., ~er 1 n. [f. O F ca-, chalenger f. 
L calumniari (calumny)] 

chall'Is, n. Lady’s-dress fabric, [perh. 
f. surname] 

chalyb'eate (ka-), a. Impregnated with 
iron (of mineral water or spring), [irreg. 

champ 
for chalybale f. L f. Gk khalups -ubos 
steel +-ate2] 

cham (kam), n. Great —, autocrat (of 
dominant critic etc., esp. Dr Johnson), 
[f. earlier F & med. L form of khan1] 

chamade (shamahd'), n. Signal for re¬ 
treat on drum or trumpet. [F, f. Port. 
chamada (chamar f. L clamare call, -ade) ] 

cham®', n. Member of the very low 
Indian caste of leather-workers; tanner, 
shoemaker. [Hind.] 

cham'ber, n. Room, esp. bedroom (poet, 
or arch.; but ~ music, for small instru¬ 
mental combinations; ~ concert, of such 
music; ~ orchestra, organ, small); (pi.) 
set of rooms in larger building, esp. in 
Inns of Court, let separately, judge’s 
room for hearing cases not needing to be 
taken in court; (hall used by) deliberative 
or judicial body, one of the houses of a 
parliament (esp. second —); C— of Com¬ 
merce, Agriculture, board organized to 
forward these in a district; C— of hor¬ 
rors; (also —-pot) vessel for urine; ~ 
counsel, lawyer giving opinions in private, 
not practising in court; —-maid, house¬ 
maid at inn or hotel, "housemaid; en¬ 
closed space in body of animal or plant, 
or in machinery etc. (esp. part of gun-bore, 
of larger diameter in some guns, separate 
in revolver, that contains charge). Hence 
(-)~ed2 (-erd) a., ^ng1 n. (arch.), licenti¬ 
ousness. [ME & OF chambre f. L camera 
vault] 

cham'berlain (-lln), n. Officer managing 
household of sovereign or great noble; 
Lord Great C— of England, hereditary 
holder of ceremonial office; Lord C— of 
the Household, with part management 
of Royal Household, & licenser of plays. 
Hence ~sm? n. [ME, f. OF chamberlain 
etc., = med. L camerlingus, f. OFrank. 
kamarling (= OHG chamarlinc) f. kamara 
CHAMBER, -LING1] 

chamel'elon (kci-), n. Small prehensile- 
-tailed long-tongued lizard with power of 
changing colour & of living long without 
food; inconstant person. Hence~5n'ica., 
-~on-LiKE, a. & adv. [f. L f. Gk khamaileon 
(khamai on ground, leon lion)] 

cham'fer, v.t., & n. Bevel symmetrically 
(right-angled edge or corner); (n.) surface 
so given (hollow or concave —, made as 
with gouge instead of chisel); channel, 
flute, (v.t. & n.). [ult. f. F chanfraindre 
(lit. break-corner; cant1, L frangere); 
perh. back form. f. chamfering, f. F 
chanfrain etc. f. -fraindre] 

chamois (sham'wah, in sense 2 sham'i), n. 
1. Wild mountain antelope of goat size. 
2. (Also —-leather, shammy, shammy- 
-leather) soft pliable leather from sheep, 
goats, deer, etc. [F, = LL camox; ult. 
orig. unkn. ] 

cham'omile, = camomile. 
champ, v.t. & i., & n. Munch (fodder) 
noisily; work (bit) noisily in teeth; (make) 
chewing action or noise, [prob. knit.], 
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champagne (shampan'), n. Kinds of 
wine from E. France (usn. white & 
sparkling), [name of province, cf. foil.] 

cham'paign (-an), n. (Expanse of) open 
country. [ME, f. OF champagne, -paigne 
f. L Campania; see campaign ] 

cham'pertly, n. (law). The offence of 
assisting a party in a suit in which one 
is not naturally interested, with a view 
to receiving a share of the disputed 
property. So ~ous a. [ME & AF cham- 
partie, f. OF champart feudal lord’s part 
of produce, f. L campus field, pars part] 

cham'pion, n. & a., & v.t. 1. Person 
who fights, argues, etc., for another or 
for a cause (King’s, Queen’s, C~, or C~ of 
England, hereditary official at corona¬ 
tions). 2. Athlete etc., animal, plant, etc., 
that has defeated all competitors (often 
as adj.,~ boxer,~ turnip); (asadj. or adv., 
dial, or vulg.) first-class, prime, top-hole, 
splendidly. Hence ~less a., ~ship n. 
3. v.t. Maintain the cause of. [ME, f. 
OF f. med. L campionem fighter (L campus 
CAMP1)] 

champ I eve (sh&mpTeva), a. & n. ~ 
enamel or ~, enamel in which the colours 
are filled into hollows made in the surface 
(cf. CLOisoNNfi). [F, = raised field] 

chance1 (-aims), n. & a. 1. Way things 
fall out, fortune; undesigned occurrence; 
opportunity; (Cricket) opportunity of 
dismissing a batsman given to a fields¬ 
man (esp. in phr. give a ~); possibility; 
probability (esp. in pi., as the ~s are 
against it); absence of design or discover¬ 
able cause; course of events regarded as a 
power, fate; by ~, as it falls or fell out, 
without design; on the ~, in view of the 
possibility (of, that); take one’s ~, let 
things go as they may, consent to tako 
what comes; the main ~, that of getting 
rich; stand a (good, fair) ~, have a pros¬ 
pect ; chance-, = by ~, as-—sown tree. 
2. adj. Fortuitous (a ~ companion, meet¬ 
ing). [ME & OF cheance i. cheoir fall 
(Rom. *cadere f. L caderc + -ance)] 

chance2 (-ahns), v.i. & t. Happen (arch, 
in abs. use, getting rare in constrr. it ~d 
that, he ~el to do); ~ upon, happen to 
find, meet, or come upon; (colloq.) risk 
(esp. ~ it); one’s arm (colloq.), take 
one’s chance of doing something success¬ 
fully (prob. orig. Army si., from a N.C.O.’s 
risking the loss of his stripes), [f. prec.] 

chan'cel (-ah-), n. Eastern part of church 
reserved for clergy, choir, etc., & usu. 
railed off. [ME, f. OF f. LL cancellus f. L 
cancelli lattice-bars] 

chancellery (-ah-), -ory, n. Position, 
staff, department, official residence, of a 
chancellor; office attached to embassy or 
consulate, [f. OF chancelerie (chancelier 
see foil., -ry)] 

chan'cellor (-ah-), n. State or law official 
of various kinds; Lord C~ (also C~ of 
England, Lord High 0~>), presiding in H. 
of Lords &; in Court of Appeal; C~ of 

change 
exchequer; C~> of Duchy of Lancaster, 
member of government (legally repre¬ 
sentative of King as Duke of Lancaster), 
often Cabinet minister employed on 
extra-departmental work; C~ of bishop 
or diocese, bishop’s law officer; C~ of 
Garter or other order, who seals commis¬ 
sions etc.; non-resident head of university 
(Vice-C~ performing most duties); (Ger¬ 
many, Austria) chief minister of State. 
Hence~smp n. [ME, f. AF c(h)anceler, OF 
-icr (-0E) f. LL cancellarius law-court usher 
(cancelli chancel)] 

chance-mSd'ley (-ah-), n. (Law) action, 
esp. homicide, mainly but not entirely 
unintentional; inadvertency. [AF chance 
medUe (see meddle) mixed chance] 

chan'cery (-ah-), n. (C~) Lord Chancel¬ 
lor’s court, a division of High Court of 
Justico (formerly a separate court of 
equity for cases with no remedy in 
common-law Courts, whence the meaning, 
still in U.S. & in literature, of court of 
equity); office for public records; (Boxing) 
in with head held under opponent’s 
arm being pommelled (from difficulty of 
getting clear of old Court of C~). [con¬ 
tracted f. chancellery] 

chancre (sh&nk'er), n. Venereal ulcer. 
[16th c., F, f. L CANCER] 

chan'cy (-ah-), a. Uncertain, risky. 
[CHANCE1, -Y2] 

chandelier' (sh-), n. Branched hanging 
support for several lights. [F, see foil.] 

chand'ler (-ah-), n. Dealer in candles, 
oil, soap, paint, & groceries (corn- in 
com; ship-~, in cordage, canvas, etc.). 
Henco chand'lERY(l) (-ah-) n. [ME & 
AF chandeler, OF -icr (candle, -ary1, 
-ER2)] 

change1 (-3), n. Alteration; substitu¬ 
tion of one for another, variety (for a ~); 
whence ~'fdl(1) (-jf-), ~'less (-jl-), aa.; 
Change (now freq. but wrongly ’Change), 
place where merchants meet (on C~, en¬ 
gaged there); arrival of moon at fresh 
phase (prop, at new moon only); ~ (of 
clothes), second outfit in reserve; ~ of 
life, MENOpawse; sea ~; money given for 
money of a different value or currency; 
money returned as balance of that 
tendered for article (take one’s, the, 
~ out of, avenge oneself on); get no ~ out 
of (a person), fail to get the better of him 
(in business, argument, etc.); (Bell- 
-ringing, usu. pi.) different orders in which 
peal can be rung (ring the ~s fig., vary 
ways of putting or doing thing); ~-over, 
alteration from one working system to 
another, reversal (of the situation in 
affairs, of opinions, etc.). [ME, f. AF 
chaungc, OF change, f. changer (foil.)] 

change2 (-j), v.t. & i. Take another in¬ 
stead of (~ one’s coat); resign, get rid of, 
for; give or get money change for; put 
on different (esp. evening) clothes; go 
from one to another of (thing hands, 
passes to different owner; ~ houses, 
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trains; also abs. = ~ trains, boats, etc.); 
give & receive, exchange, (~ places with, 
ive ~d places); make or become different 
(often to, into, from), (moon) arrive at 
fresb phase, esp. become new moon; ~ 
colour, turn pale or blush; ~ one’s feet 
(colloq.), put on other shoes etc.; ~ front, 
take new position in argument etc.; ~ 
one’s condition, marry; ~ one’s mind, 
adopt new plan or opinion; ~ one’s note 
or tune, become more humble, sad, etc.; 
~ step, foot, feet, time other foot to drum 
in marching; ~ up, down, (Motoring) 
engage a higher, lower, gear. [ME, f. AF 
chaunger, OF changer f. L cambiare, 
cambire barter, of Celt, orig.] 

change'a|ble (-ja-), a. Irregular, incon¬ 
stant ; alterable. Hence or cogn. ~bil'ity 

(-ja-), ~bleNESS (-ja-; -In-), nn. [OF, as 
prec., -able] 

change'ling (-jl-), n. Thing or child sub¬ 
stituted for another by stealth, esp. elf- 
-child thus left by fairies, [change2 + 
-LING1] 

chann'el1, n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. Natural or 
artificial bed of running water; (Geog.) 
piece of water, wider than strait, joining 
two larger pieces, usu. seas (|| the C~, 
English C~); tubular passage for liquid; 
course in which anything moves, direc¬ 
tion, line; medium, agency (esp. through 
the usual ~s); (Radio & Television) nar¬ 
row band of frequencies sufficiently wide 
for transmission; groove, flute; ~ iron 
(or bar), rolled iron bar or beam flanged 
to form a ~ on one side. 2. v.t. Form ~s 
in, groove; cut out (way etc.). [ME & OF 
chanel f. L canalis canal] 

chann'el2, n. Broad thick plank project¬ 
ing horizontally from ship’s side abreast 
of mast to broaden base for shrouds; 
(mod., sing, or pi.) level of deck (rolling 
<—'S under), [for chainwale (wale) cf. 
gunnel for gunwale] 

chant (-ah-), n., & v.i. & t. 1. Song; (Mus.) 
short musical passage in two or more 
phrases each beginning with reciting 
note, for singing to psalms & canticles 
(single, double, quadruple, as one, two, 
four, verses are sung to it); measured 
monotonous song; sing-song intonation 
in talk. 2. vb. Sing; utter musically; 
intone, sing to a ~ the praises of, 
constantly praise; ~ horses, sell fraudu¬ 
lently. [f. OF chant(er) song, sing, f. L 
cantus -its, canlare, (canere cant- sing)] 

chan'ter (-ah-), n. In vbl senses; also: 
melody-pipe, with finger-holes, of bag¬ 
pipe; (also horsc-~) swindling horse- 
-dealer. [-ER1] 

chanterelle' (-ah-), n. Yellow edible 
fungus. [F, dim. f. L f. Gk kantharos 
drinking-cup] 

chan'ticleer (-ah-), n. (Personal name 
for) domestic cock. [ME, f. OF chanlecler 
(chant, CLEAit), name in Reynard the 
Fox] 

chan'tress (-ah-), n. Female singer (arch. 

chapelle ardente 
or poet.), [f. OF chanleresse, see chanter, 
-ess1] 

chan'try (-ah-), n. Endowment for 
priest(s) to sing masses for founder’s 
soul; priests, chapel, altar, so endowed. 
[ME, f. OF chanterie (chanter chant, -ery) ] 

chan'ty (-ah-) -tey. Yarr. of shanty2. 

cha'os (ka-), n. Formless void or great 
deep of primordial matter (C~, this 
personified as eldest of the gods); utter 
confusion. Hence (irreg.) chadt'io a., 
chaot'iCALLY adv. (ka-). [L, f. Gk khaos; 
-otic after erotic etc. ] 

chap1, v.t. & i. (-pp-), & n. 1. Crack (t. & 
i.) in fissures (usu. of skin, by wind etc., 
also of dried-up earth etc.). 2. n. (Usu. 
pi.) crack(8), open seam(s), esp. in skin; 
hence ~p'Y2 a. [vb & n. 14th c.; rel. & 
etym. obscure] 

chap2, chop, n. (PI.) jaws, esp. of beasts 
(lick one’s ~s, w. relish or anticipation), 
cheeks (fat-chops, fat-faced person); 
(sing.) lower jaw or half of cheek, esp. 
of pig as food (Bath chap; ~-falien, with 
jaw hanging down, dispirited, dejected); 
chops of the Channel, entrance from 
Atlantic to Channel. [16th c. var. of 
chop3; etym. & hist, obscure] 

chap3, n. (colloq.). Man, boy, fellow. 
[short for chapman cf. customer] 

♦chaparejos (chahpara'hds), n. pi. Cow¬ 
boy’s leather or sheepskin overalls for 
legs. [Mex. Sp.; freq. abbr. as chaps 
(ch- or sh-)] 

chaparral', n. (Thicket of) dwarf ever¬ 
green oak; ~-cocfc, fast-running bird. 
[Sp., f. chaparra evergreen oak] 

chap-book, n. (bibliog.). Specimen of 
popular literature (usu. small pamphlet of 
tales, ballads, tracts) formerly hawked by 
chapmen. [19th c., see chapman] 

chape, n. Metal cap of scabbard-point; 
back-piece of buckle attaching it to strap 
etc.; || sliding loop on belt or strap. [ME, 
f. OF chape cope, hood; see cape 1 ] 

chapeau-bras (shapo-brah'), n. (hist.). 
Three-cornered flat silk hat of 18th c. 
carried under arm. [F] 

chap'el, n. Place of Christian worship 
other than parish church or cathedral, 
esp. one attached to private house or 
institution (~ royal, of royal palace); 
oratory in larger building, with altar, esp. 
compartment of cathedral etc. separately 
dedicated (Lady—, dedicated to Virgin, 
usu. E. of high altar); subordinate Angli¬ 
can church, esp. ~ of ease, for conveni¬ 
ence of remote parishioners; II place of 
worship of certain nonconformist bodies; 
~ service or attendance at ~ (keep a ~, 
be present, in colleges); (Print.) printing- 
-office, journeyman printers’ association 
or meeting. [ME & OF chapele f. med.L 
cappella dim. of cappa cloak (cape1) ; first 
~ was sanctuary in which St Martin’s 
sacred cloak was kept by cappellani] 

chapelle ardente (shapel' drdahnt'), n. 
Chamber prepared for lying-in-state of 
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great personage & lit np with candles, 
torches, etc. [F] 

chap'elry, n. District served by chapel. 
['EY] 

chap'eron (sh-), n., & v.t. 1. Married or 
elderly woman in charge of girl on social 
occasions; hence ~age n. 2. v.t. Act 
as ~ to. [F, = hood, chaperon, dim. of 
chape cope (cap1)] 

chap'iter, n. (bibl.). Capital of column. 
[earlier form of chapter] 

chap'lain (-lin), n. Clergyman officiating 
in private chapel of great person or 
institution, on board ship, or for regiment 
etc.; nun reciting inferior services in 
nunnery. Hence ~CY (-lin-) n. [ME, f. 
OF chapclain f. med. L cappellanus 
(chapel, -an)] 

chap'let, n. Wreath of flowers, leaves, 
gold, gems, etc., for head; string of beads 
for counting prayers (one-third of rosary 
number), or as necklace; string of eggs in 
toad etc.; bead-moulding. Hence ~ed2 
a. [ME & OF chapelet dim. of chapel f. 
Rom. *cappellus dim. of LL cappa cap1] 

chap'man, n. (hist.; pi. -men). Pedlar. 
[OE ceapmann (= OHG koufman) i. ccap 
barter; see cheap] 

chapp'ie, -y, n. (eolloq.). Exquisite, man 
about town. [chap3 + -y3] 

chap'ter, n. Main division of a book 
(abbr. cap, ch., c.), (fig.) limited subject, 
piece of narrative, etc.; II Act of Pari, 
numbered as part of session’s statutes for 
reference (5 & 6 Will. IY. cap. 62 = 
Statutory Declarations Act 1835); general 
meeting, whole number, of canons of 
collegiate or cathedral church or mem¬ 
bers of monastic or knightly order (~- 
-house, used for such meetings); ~ di¬ 
verse, exact reference to passage, exact 
authority for statement; to end of ~, for 
ever; ~ of accidents. [ME & OF chapitre 
f. L capilulum dim. of caput -itis head] 

char1, n. Hill trout of Wales etc. [etym. 
uhkn.] 

chat2, n., & v.i. (-r-, -rr-). 1. Odd job(s) 
of housework (usu. pi., & now usu. 
chore)-, (eolloq.) ~woman; woman, 
woman hired by the hour or day to do 
housework. 2. v.i. Work by the hour or 
day at housecleaning, do odd jobs as 
~woman. [OE ccrr, cerran turn] 

chSr3, v.t. & i. (-rr-). Burn (t. & i.) to 
charcoal, scorch, blacken with fire. [app. 
back formation f. charcoal ] 

II chSt4, n. (si.). Tea. [f. Chin, ch’a] 
char-a-banc(s) (sha'rabang, or as in Ap.), 
n. Long vehicle, with many seats looking 
forward, for holiday etc. excursions. [F 
char cl bancs = benched carriage] 

character (karik-), n., & v.t. 1. Distinc¬ 
tive mark; (pi.) inscribed letters or figures; 
style of writing-symbols (in the Roman, 
German, ~); person’s hand-writing. 2. 
Characteristic (esp. of species etc. in Nat. 
Hist.); collective peculiarities, sort, style; 
person’s or race’s idiosyncrasy, mental or 

moral nature. 3. Moral strength, back¬ 
bone; reputation, good reputation; des¬ 
cription of person’s qualities; testimonial; 
status. 4. Known person (usu. public ~); 
imaginary person created by novelist or 
dramatist; actor’s or hypocrite’s part (in, 
out of, ~, appropriate to theso or not, also 
more widely of actions that are in accord 
or not with person’s ~). 5. Eccentric 
person (~ actor, who devotes himself to 
eccentricities). 6. v.t. (poet.'; & arch.). 
Inscribe; describe. [ME ca- f. OF 
caractere f. L f. Gk kharalcter stamp, 
impress ] 

characteris't|ic (ka-), a. & n. Typical, 
distinctive, (trait, mark, quality), whence 
~icaily adv.; (Math.) index of logarithm, 
[f. F charactiristique f. Gk kharakteristikos 
(prec., -1ST, -ic)] 

cha'racteriz|e (ka-), -is|e (-Iz), v.t. De¬ 
scribe character of; describe as; be 
characteristic of, impart character to. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [f. F or med. L f. Gk 
kharakterizo (character, -ize)] 

cha'racterless (k<i-), a. Ordinary, undis¬ 
tinguished ; without testimonial, [-less] 

charade (sharahd'), n. Game of guessing 
word from written or acted clue given 
for each syllable & for the whole. [F, f. 
Pr. charrado (charra chatter) ] 

char'coal, n. Black porous residue 
of partly burnt wood, bones, etc., form 
of carbon (occas. w. alius, to use of the 
fumes as method of suicide); ~-burner, 
maker of this. [perh. f. chare +coal in 
sense (wood) turned coal] 

chare, n., & v.i. (Now rare var. of) char2. 

chdige1, n. 1. Material load; right 
quantity to put into thing, esp. of explo¬ 
sive for gun; figurativo load. 2. (Her.) 
device, bearing. 3. Expense (at his own 
~); price demanded for service or goods 
(are his ~s reasonable?). 4. Task, duty, 
commission; care, custody, (of; nurse in ~ 
of child, child in ~ of nurse; curate in ~; 
II give person in ~, hand over to police); 
take ~, (eolloq., of things) get out of 
control (esp. with disastrous results); 
thing or person entrusted, minister’s 
flock. 5. Exhortation, directions, (part¬ 
ing ~, bishop’s ~, judge’s ~ to jury). 6. 
Accusation (lay to one’s ~, accuse him of; 
II ~-sheet, record of cases at police station). 
7. Impetuous attack (bayonet ~), rush, 
(return to the begin again, esp. in 
argument); (Mil.) signal sounded for 
such attack. [ME, f. OF charge f. Rom. 
*carrica f. LL car(ri)care (foil.)] 

charge2, v.t. & i. 1. Load, fill to the full 
or proper extent, (vessel, gun with ex¬ 
plosive) ; saturate (air with vapour, water 
with chemicals, accumulator with elec¬ 
tricity, memory with facts). 2. Entrust 
with (~ oneself with, undertake). 3. Com¬ 
mand to do, exhort. 4. Accuse, impute, 
(person with action, fault upon person); 
saddle with liability), place (liability) on; 
debit (~ it to my account). 5. Demand 
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(price) for (also ~ person price for). 6. 
Attack (t. & i.) impetuously, esp. on 
horseback. 7. Place (weapon) in position 
for use. [ME, f. OF charg(i)er f. LL 
car(ri)care load f. L carrus CAR] 

charge'able (-ja-), a. 1. Expensive (arch.). 
2. Liable to be charged with (accused of); 
subject to a money demand; liable to be 
made an expense; imputable to (on); 
proper to be added to an account. Hence 
chi&geaBiL'iTY (-ja-) n. [1 f. charge1, 
2 f. CHARGE2, -f- -ABLE ] 

charge (d’affaires) (shSrzh'a dafar'), n. 
(pi. -g&s pr. as sing.). Diplomatic agent; 
representative at minor court or govern¬ 
ment. [F, = diplomatic representative] 

char'ger1, n. (arch.). Large flat dish. 
[ME chargeour f. AF; see charge2, -or] 

char'ger2, n. In vbl senses; esp., (Mil.) 
officer’s horse. [-ER1] 

cha'riot, n., & v.t. Stately vehicle, 
triumphal car, (poet. & esp. fig. of sun’s 
~ etc.); (hist.) four-wheeled carriago 
with back seats only; (hist.) car used 
in ancient fighting & racing, whence 
chariotEER' n.; (vb) convey as or in 
[ME, f. OF, augment, of char car] 

cha'ritab|le, a. Liberal in giving to the 
poor; connected with such giving; wont 
to judge favourably of persons, acts, & 
motives. Hence ~leNESS (-In-), n., ~ly2 

adv. [OF (chariti — foil., -able)] 

cha'rity, n. Christian love of fellow men 
(in, out of, ~ with); kindness, natural 
affection, (~ begins at home, is due first 
to kith & kin—freq. an excuse for not 
subscribing etc.); candour, freedom from 
censoriousness, imputing of good motives 
when possible, leniency; beneficence, 
liberality to the poor, alms-giving (pi., 
acts of this), alms; trust for advancement 
of education; institution for helping 
the helpless, help so given, (cold as ~, in 
allusion to mechanical administration; 
~-boy, -girl, brought up in such place); 
Brother, Sister, of C~, member of religious 
society devoted to relieving poor; C~ 
Commissioners), board created 1853 to 
control charitable trusts. [ME, f. OF 
charite f. L caritatem in its later sense 
(Christian) love, f. carus dear + -TY] 

chSrivSr'i (sh-), n. Medley of sounds, 
hubbub (prop, a serenade of pans, trays, 
etc., to unpopular person). [F, of unkn. 
etym.] 

chdbk'a, n. Country-made Indian spin¬ 
ning-wheel. [Hind, charkha] 

|| chdf'lady, var. of charwoman. 
chdH'atan (sh-), n. & a. Impostor in 
medicine, quack; (of, as of) empty pre¬ 
tender to knowledge or skill. Hence 
/^ishHI) a., ~ISM(2), ~RY, nn. [F, f. It. 
ciarlatano (ciarlare patter)] 

Chdrles’s Wain (-lzlz), n. (Also Plough, 
Great Bear) constellation Ursa Major or 
its seven bright stars. [OE Carles weegn 
the wain of Carl (Charles the Great, 
Charlemagne)] 

ChSbles'ton (-lz-), n., & v.i. An American 
dance with side-kicks from the knee; (vb) 
dance this, kick thus, [f. ~ in S. Carolina ] 

II ChdH'ey, n. (old colloq.). Night-watch¬ 
man. [dim. of Charles] 

chdrl'ock, n. Field mustard, a common 
yellow-flowered weed. [OE cerlic] 

chSH'otte (sh-), n. Kinds of pudding 
made of stewed fruit with casing or 
layers or covering of bread, biscuits, 
sponge-cake, or bread-crumbs; ~ russe, 
custard enclosed in sponge cake. [F] 

chSirn1, n. Verse, sentence, v'ord, act, 
or object having occult power (against), 
spell; thing worn to avert evil etc., 
amulet; trinket on watch-chain etc.; 
quality, feature, exciting love or admira¬ 
tion (~s, beauty); attractiveness, inde¬ 
finable power of delighting. [ME & OF 
charme f. L carmen song] 

chSbm2, v.t. Bewitch, influence (as) by 
magic, (abs. or with pred. as ~ asleep, 
away); ~ (secret, consent, etc.) out of; 
endow with magic power (bear a ~ed 
life); captivate, delight, (~e<2 urith); give 
pleasure to (I shall be ~ed as polite 
formula); (part.) delightful, whence 
~'ingLY2 adv. [f. OF charmer f. charme 
(prcc.)] 

charm'er, n. In vbl senses; esp., beautiful 
woman (now joc. or arch.), [er1] 

charmeuse (shdrm'diz), n. Soft smooth 
silk dress-fabric. [F] 

charn'el-house, n. House or vault in 
which dead bodies or bones are piled. 
[ME & OF charnel burying-place f. 
med. L carnale f. LL carnalis carnal] 

Char'on (k-), n. Ferryman conveying 
souls across Styx to Hades in Gk mythol. 
(~’s boat, ferry, etc., phrr. for hour of 
death), [f. Gk Kharon] 

chSr'poy, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Light Indian 
bedstead, [f. Hind, charpai] 

chart, n., & v.t. 1. Navigator’s sea map, 
with coast outlines, rocks, shoals, etc.; 
outline map with conspectus of special 
conditions, as magnetic ~; record by 
curves etc. of fluctuations in tempera¬ 
ture, prices, etc.; sheet of tabulated 
information; henco ~'less a. 2. v.t. 
Make ~ of, map. [f. F charte Sc its source 
L c(h)arla card2] 

chdht'er1, n. Written grant of rights by 
sovereign or legislature, esp. creation of 
borough, company, etc. (Great C~, magna 
charta); deed conveying land; =charter- 

-PARTY; privilege, admitted right; ~- 
-member, original member of society, 
incorporation, etc. [ME chartre f. OF f. 
L chartula dim. of charta card2] 

chart'er2, v.t. Grant charter, give privi¬ 
lege, to (II—e<2 accountant, member of Insti¬ 
tute of Accountants with royal charter; 
~ed libertine, one allowed to take liber¬ 
ties) ; hire (ship) by ~-party, (loosely) hire 
(vehicle etc.). Hence ~er1 n. [f. prec. ] 

Chdrt'erhouse, n. Alms-house in London 
for aged pensioners on site of Carthusian 
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monastery; (also ~ School) public school chaste, a. Abstaining from unlawful or 

of same foundation now at Godaiming, 
[alt. f. AF Chartrouse = OF Chartreuse, 
earlier Charteuse Carthusian monastery 
f. L Cart(h)usia; see Carthusian] 

ch^It'er-pSIty, n. Deed between ship¬ 
owner & merchant for hire of ship & 
delivery of cargo, [f. F charte partie 
f. med. L charta partita divided charter] 

chabt'ism, -ist, nn. (hist.). Principles, 
adherent, of reform movement of 1837-48. 
[f. L charta +-ism(3), -ist(2), name taken 
from the democratic manifesto ‘People’s 
Charter’ ] 

chfirtog'raphy (k-), etc. See car-, 
chartreuse (see Ap.), n. Carthusian 
monastery; kinds {green, yellow, ~) of 
liqueur; pale apple-green colour, [made 
at La Grande Chartreuse (Carthusian 
monastery near Grenoble) f. place-name 
L Cart(h)usia; see charterhouse] 

chart'ulary (k-). See car-. 
II chaf'woman (-wdb-), n. Woman hired 
by the day or hour for housework, [char2] 

char'y, a. Cautious; shy of, sparing in, 
doing; stingy of (~ of praise). Hence 
char'iLY2 adv., char'iNESS n. [OE cearig, 
OS carag, OHG charag f. Gmc *karo 
CARE1 +-Y2] 

Charyb'dis (ka-), n. See scylla. 
chase1, n. Pursuit (in ~ of, pursuing; 

give ~, go in pursuit), hunting (the ~, 
hunting as sport); (also chace) unenclosed 
park-land; hunted animal or pursued 
ship; (Hist.) ~, ~-port, ~-gun, chaser, 
bow-~, stern-~, bow, stern, -chaser, gun, 
port, in bow or stern for use while chasing 
or being chased; (Tennis) a certain stroke. 
[ME & OF chace f. Rom. *captia f. 
*captiare chase2] 

chase2, v.t. Pursue; drive from, out of, to, 
etc.; ~r (colloq.), tot of spirit taken after 
coffee, small quantity of water taken after 
drinking neat spirits (also fig.). [ME, f. 
OF chacier i. Rom. *captiare for L cap- 
tare f. capere take; see catch1] 

chase3, v.t. Emboss, engrave, (metal), 
[app. f. syn. enchase f. F enclidsser (en-, 
case2)] 

chase4, n. Part of gun enclosing bore; 
groove cut to receive pipe etc. [f. F chas 
enclosed space f. L capsus enclosure etc., 
or f. capsa (case2)] 

chase’, n. Iron frame holding composed 
type for page or sheet, [f. F chdsse case2] 

chasm (ka'zm), n. Deep fissure; break of 
continuity, hiatus; wide difference of 
feeling, interests, etc., between persons 
or parties; void, blank. Hence (poet.) 
~Y2 a. if. L f. Gk khasma] 

chasse (shahs), n. Liqueur after coffee 
etc. (also ~-caf6). [F] 

chasse (sh&s'a), n., & v.i. (Make) gliding 
step in dancing; ~ croise (see Ap.; pi. -s 
-s), double ~, (fig.) idle manoeuvring. [F ] 

chassis (sh&s'e), n. (pi. the same). Base- 
-frame of gun-carriage, motor-car, etc. 
[f. F chassis rel. to chdsse (chase5)] 

immoral (also from all) sexual intercourse, 
pure, virgin; decent (of speech); re¬ 
strained, severe, pure in taste or style, 
unadorned, simple. Hence ~'ly2 (-tl-) 
adv. [ME, f. OF f. L castus] 

cha'sten (-sn), v.t. Discipline, correct 
by suffering, (usu. of God, Providence, 
etc., or of trouble etc.); make chaste in 
style etc., refine; temper, subdue, (esp. 
in p.p.). Hence ~er1 (-sener) n. [f. obs. 
chaste vb (f. OF chastier f. L castigare 
CASTIGATE) +-EN 6 ] 

chastisle'(-z), v.t. Punish; beat. Hence 
chas'tiseMENT (-zm-), ~'er1, nn. [ME, 
app. irreg. f. obs. vbs chaste, chasty (see 
prec.) + -IZE] 

chas'tity, n. Continence; virginity, celi¬ 
bacy; simplicity of style or taste, [f. OF 
chastete f. L castitatem (castus chaste, -ty) ] 

chas'uble (-z-), n. Sleeveless vestment of 
celebrant at Mass or Eucharist with 
colour regulated by the feast of the day. 
[ME & OF chesible; later -uble f. F 
chasuble f. LL casub(u)la irreg. f. LL 
casula hooded cloak, dim. of casa 
house] 

chat1, v.i. (-tt-), & n. (Indulge in) easy 
familiar talk. Hence ~t'y2 a., ~t'iHESS 
n. [short for chatter] 

chat2, n. Kinds of bird, chiefly thrushes 
(usu. in comb, as stone, whin, -~). [f. 
prec. ] 

chateau (shah'to), n. (pi. -x, pr. -z). 
Foreign country house; C~, used attrib. 
in names of French wines made near 
certain ~x. [F] 

chat'elaine (sh-), n. Set of short chains 
attached to woman’s belt for carrying 
keys, watch, pencil, etc.; mistress of 
country house; (esp. in journalistic use) 
hostess, [f. F chdtelaine, fern, of -ain lord 
of a castle, f. L castellanus f. castellum 
castle 1 

chatt'el, n. Movable possession (usu. pi., 
esp. goods & ~s); mortgage, convey¬ 
ance of ~s by mortgage as security for 
debt. [ME & OF chatel see cattle] 

chatt'er, v.i., & n. 1. (Of birds) utter 
quick series of short notes; (of persons) 
talk quickly, incessantly, foolishly, or 
inopportunely; (of teeth) rattle together 
(also of ill-adjusted parts of machine). 
2. n. Any of these sounds; ~box, child 
etc. given to ~. [ME chater etc., imit., 
see -er5] 

chaud-froid (sho'frwah'), n. Dish of 
filleted poultry etc. served cold in jelly 
or sauce. [F, lit. hot-cold] 

chauff'er, n. Metal basket holding fire; 
portable furnace with air-holes. [19th c., 
also (18th c.) choffer, of uncert. orig.; cf. 
(obs.) ME chafer, chaufer, & OF chaufoire; 
see CHAFING-DISH ] 

chauffeur (shof'er, shofdr'), n. Profes¬ 
sional driver of a motor-car. Hence 
chauffeuse (shoferz') n., female ~. [F] 

chaulmoofgra, n. East-Indian tree; ~ 
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oil, fat obtained from its seeds & used in 
treatment of leprosy, [native name] 

chauv'inl ism (shov-), n. Bellicose patriot¬ 
ism, foreign jingoism. So ~ist(2) n. & a., 
~is'tio a. [Chauvin, Napoleonic veteran, 
person in Cogniard’s Cocarde Tricolore 
1831] 

chaw, v.t., & n. (now vulg.). Chew; 
up, utterly defeat; —bacon, bumpkin; 
(n.) quid of tobacco, [var. of chew] 

cheap, a. Inexpensive (of thing, price, 
shop, dealer; ~ & nasty, of low cost & 
bad quality); worth more than its cost; 
easily got; worthless, of little account, 
staled, (hold ~, despise); (as pred.) = 
cheaply (got it ~ etc.); dirt ~, very 
feel ~ (si.), be out of sorts; on the ~, in ~ 
manner; C~ Jack, travelling hawker; 
II ~ lrip(pcr), excursion(ist) by rail etc. 
at reduced fares. Henco ~'ly2 adv., 
~'ish1(2) a., ~'ness n. [f. phr. good cheap 
f. obs. cheap n. f. 012 ceap barter, OS kop, 
OHG kouf, ON kaup (cf. Goth, kaupon 
vb) f. L caupo innkeeper] 

cheap'cn, v.t. & i. Hagglo for (arch.); 
make or bccomo cheap, depreciate. 
[-EN 6] 

cheat, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Trick, fraud; 
swindler, deceiver; card-game in which 
undetected cheating is licensed. 2. vb. 
Deceive, trick (person out of thing); deal 
fraudulently; while away (time, fatigue). 
[ME chete vb, aphetic f. achete, var. of 
ESCHEAT] 

check1, int. & n. 1. (Announcement of) 
exposure of ches3 king to attack. 2. 
Sudden arrest given to motion, rebuff, 
repulse; slight military reverse. 3. (hunt.). 
Loss of the scent. 4. Stoppage, pause; 
restraint on action (keep in ~, under 
control); person or thing that restrains. 
5. Control to secure accuracy; token of 
identification for left luggage, seat- 
-holder, etc.; bill in restaurant. 6. 
•Counter at cards (hence colloq., hand in 
one’s ~s, die). 7. ~-action in piano, 
restraining hammer from striking string 
twice; —nut, screwed on over nut to 
prevent its working loose; ~-rein, attach¬ 
ing one horse’s rein to other’s bit, also 
rein preventing horso from lowering 
head; ~-string, in carriage for signalling 
to driver to stop; ~-taker, collector of 
pass tokens in theatre etc.; ~-UU, in shop, 
recording receipts. [ME chek, chak f. OE 
eschec ult. f. Arab. f. Pers. shah king] 

check2, v.t. & i. 1. Threaten opponent’s 
king at chess. 2. Suddenly arrest motion 
of. 3. (Of hounds) stop on losing scent, 
or to make sure of it. 4. Restrain, curb, 
(of superior) find fault with, rebuke. 
5. Test (statement, account, figures, em¬ 
ployees) by comparison etc., examine 
accuracy of. [ME chek(e) f. OF escheguier 
play chess, check, as prec. ] 

chfick3, n. Cross-lined pattern; fabric 
woven or printed with this. So ~ED2 
(-kt) a. [prob. short for cheque:;] 

cheese 
chSck4, n. ' CHEQUE, 

check'er. See chequer1" 2. 

•check'ers, n. pi. Tho game of draughts, 
[see CHEQUER1] 

checkmate', int. & n„ & v.t. (also mate, 
now more usu. in chess but not in fig. 
sense). (Announcement to opponent of) 
inextricable check of king at chess, final 
defeat at chess or hi any enterprise; 
(vb) defeat, frustrate. [ME chek matte) f. 
OF eschec mat (see check1) f. Arab, shah 
mala king is dead] 

Chedd'ar, n. Kind of cheese. [~ in 
Somerset ] 

chee'-chee', n. (Anglo-Ind.). The affected 
English accent attributed to Eurasians; 
a Eurasian, [f. Hind, chhi-chhi filth, fie! ] 

cheek, n., & v.t. Side-wall of mouth, 
sido of face below eye, (—tooth, molar; 
~-bone, that below oye; ~ by jowl, close 
together, intimate; to one’s own ~, not 
shared with others); saucy speech (vb, 
address saucily), whence ~'y2 a., ~'Ily2 
adv., ~'iness n.; cool confidence, effron¬ 
tery, (have the ~ to); side post of door etc.; 
(pi.) jaws of vice, side-pieces of various 
parts of machines arranged in lateral 
pairs. [ME chek(e) f. OE cece, ceace, 
cogn. w. MDu. kdkc, MLG kakc, keke f. 
WG *kS.kon-] 

cheep, v.i., & n. (Utter) shrill feeble note 
as of young bird. Hence (of young bird 
esp. of game)~'ER1 n. [imit.] 

cheer1, n. Frame of mind (what how 
do you feel?; be of good ~, stout-hearted, 
hopeful); food, fare, (make good ~, feast; 
the fewer the better ~, more to eat); shout 
of encouragement or applause (three ~s, 
successive united hurrahs, often for 
person or thing honoured). [ME chere 
face etc. f. AF, = OF chiere f. LL cara 
face f. Gk kara head ] 

cheer2, v.t. & i. Comfort, gladden; 
incite, urge on, esp. by shouts; applaud 
(t. & i.), shout for joy; ~ up, comfort, 
take comfort, [f. prec. ] 

cheer'ful, a. Contented, in good spirits, 
hopeful; animating, pleasant; willing, 
not reluctant. Hence ~ly 2 adv., ~ness n. 
[CHEER1 +-FUL] 

cheer'less, a. Dull, gloomy, dreary, 
miserable. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[CHEER1-!-LESS] 

cheer'ly, adv. (naut.). Heartily, with a 
will, [formerly adj. & adv. (see -ly2) f. 
CHEER1] 

cheer'ly, a. Lively, in spirits, genial. 
Hence ~1ly2 adv., ~Iness n., ||~io (si.), 
int. of encouragement. [-Y2] 

cheese1 (-z), n. Food made of pressed 

curds; a ~, complete cake or ball of this 

within rind; green ~, immature, not yet 
dried; bread <&• ~; chalk & ~; fruit of 

mallow; the heavy flat wooden ball used 

in skittles; damson, guava, ~, conserve of 

the fruit pressed into consistency of ~; 

~-cloth, butter muslin; ~-culler, with 

broad curved blade;"—cake, tartlet filled 

203 
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with.sweet yellow compound of curds etc.; 
^-hopper, maggot of monger, 
dealer in ~, hutter, etc.; —paring, stingy, 
stinginess, (pi.) worthless odds & ends; 
—plate, 5 or 6 in. in diameter, also large 
coat-button; ~-rennet, name for Lady’s 
bedstraw; ~ -scoop, -taster, instrument for 
extracting piece; ~-straws, savoury of 
grated cheese etc. made up into thin 
strips. [OE cese, OS kasi, k(i)esi, OHG 
chasi, WG f. L caseus] 

cheese2 (-z), n. (obs. si.). The~, the correct 
thing, [f. Hind. & Pers. chiz thing] 

cheese3 (-z), v.t. (si.). ~ it, stop, give over, 
(only as imperat.). [orig. unkn.] 

chees'ly (-z-), a. Like, tasting of, cheese; 
(si.) stylish. Hence ~1ness n. [cheese1-2, 
-y2] 

cheet'ah, n. Kind of leopard, tamed in 
India & trained to hunt deer. [f. Hind. 
chita f. Skr. chitraka speckled] 

ch£/(sh-), n. Head cook (male). [F] 
clief-d’ceuvre (shaddr'vr), n. (pi. chefs-, 
samepronunc.). A,one’s,masterpiece. [F] 

cheil(o)- (ki-). = chii(o)-. 
cheir(o)- (ku-). = chir(o)-. 
cheirop'teran, n., cheirop'tcrous, a., 
(kir-). (Member) of mammal order with 
membraned hands serving as wings, the 
bats. [prec. + Gk pteron wing + -an, 
-ous] 

chek'a (cha-), n. (Earlier name of) ogptj. 
[Russ., f. initials (che, ka) of Chresvy- 
chainaya Kommissiya, extraordinary 
commission] 

chel'a1 (cha-), n. Novice qualifying for 
initiation in esoteric Buddhism. [Hind., 
= pupil] 

chel'|a2 (ke-), n. (pi. -lae). The prehensile 
claw of crabs, lobsters, scorpions, etc. 
Hence ~ate2, ~Ieorm, aa. [f. Gk khelc 
claw] 

Chell'ean (sh-), a. (archaeol.). Of the 
palaeolithic epoch represented by re¬ 
mains found at Chelles in France, [-an] 

Chel'sea (-si), n. Artistic quarter of 
London; ~ bun, kind of rolled currant- 
-bun; ]|~ pensioner, inmate of the~ Royal 
Hospital for old or disabled soldiers; ~ 
ware, kind of porcelain made at ~ in 
18th c. [place] 

CheltSn'ian, a. & n. (Member) of 
Cheltenham College. [-IAN] 

chem'ical (k6-), a. & n. Of, made by, 
relating to, chemistry; ~ combination; 
(usu. pi.) substance obtained by or used 
in ~ process; heavy ~s, bulk ~s used 
in industry & agriculture (prop, only of 
manufactured ~s). Hence or cogn. ~ly2 
adv., chem'ico- comb. form. [16th c. 
chimicall f. F chimique or mod. L chi-, 
chymicus (for alchimicus; see alchemic) 
-f- -al] 

chcmin de fer (shemah' 1(1(51'), n. A form 
of baccarat. [F,= railway] 

chemise (shlrncz'), n. Woman’s body 
under-garment. [ME, f. OF f. LL camisia 
shirt; earlier kernes dir. f. LL ] 

chemisette (sh6miz-), n. Bodice with 
upper part like chemise; lace, muslin, 
etc., filling up opening of dress below 
throat. [F, dim. of prec.] 

chem'ist (k6-), n. Person skilled in 
chemistry; || dealer in medical drugs, 
apothecary. [16th c. chym-, chimist f. F 
-isle f. mod.L -ista for alchimista al¬ 
chemist ] 

chem'istry (k<5-), n. Science of the ele¬ 
ments & compounds & their laws of 
combination & behaviour under various 
conditions; applied or practical ~, art of 
utilizing this knowledge; (in)organic ~; 
(fig.) mysterious change or process, 
[prec., -ry] 

chem'itype (k5-), n. (Process for get¬ 
ting) relief cast of engraving, [chemical 

etc. + type ] 
chemothe'rapy (K6-), n. Treatment of 
disease by chemical means, [f. chem- 
(ICAL)-f-O- +-THERAPY] 

chenille (shinel'), n. Velvety cord used in 
trimming dresses & furniture. [F, = 
caterpillar f. L canicula small dog] 

cheque (-k), *check, n. Written order 
to banker to pay named sum on drawer’s 
account to bearer or (order of) named 
person; blank1 ~; cross^-ed ~; —book, 
number of stamped & engraved forms 
for drawing ~s bound & issued to cus¬ 
tomer. [var. of check1 formerly used of 
counterfoils for checking forgery] 

che'quer1 (-ker), check'er, n. (PI.) chess¬ 
board as inn-sign; (often pi.) pattern 
made of squares or with alternating 
colours, whence che'quer-wiSE (-ker-) 
adv.; II Chequers, Prime Minister’s official 
country house in Bucks. [ME, aphetic 
f. EXCHEQUER] 

che'quer2 (-ker), check'er, v.t. Mark with 
squares, csp. of alternate colours; varie¬ 
gate, break uniformity of, (often fig., 
esp. in p.p. as chequered lot, fortunes). 
[f. prec.] 

che'rish, v.t. Foster, nurse, keep warm; 
value, hold in one’s heart, cling to, (csp. 
hopes, feelings, etc.). [ME, f. OF cherir 
(see jTSH2) f. cher f. L cams dear] 

cheroot' (sh-), n. Cigar with both ends 
open. [f. F -route f. Tamil shuruttu roll] 

che'rry, n. & a. Small stone-fruit; tree 
bearing this (also ~-tree), its wood (also 
'—ivood)-, cornelian ~, cornel; make two 
bites at a ~, boggle, be unenterprising or 
formal; || ~-6o6, two cherries with joined 
stems (bob1); ~ brandy, dark-red liqueur 
of brandy in which cherries have been 
steeped; ~-pfe, garden heliotrope; ~ ripe, 
fruit hawker’s cry; (adj.) red (~ lips, 
ribbon-, \\~-breeches, 11th Hussars). [ME 
chiri(e), chery(e) f. ONF cherise (treated as 
pi.; cf. PEASE) = OF cerise, f. Rom. 
*ceresia f. L f. Gk kerasos; OE ciris, cyrs 
f. WG dir. f. pop. L] 

chSr'sonese (k-; -es), n. Peninsula, [f. L 
f. Gk khersonesos (khersos dry, nesos 
island)] 
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clidrt, n. A flint-like quartz, [orig. 
unkn.] 

che'rub, n. (pi. -s, -im). Angelic being; 
one of the second order of ninefold 
celestial hierarchy, gifted with knowledge 
as the first (seraphim) with love; (Art) 
winged (head of) child; beautiful or 
innocent child. Hence cheru'bic (-00-) a. 
[OE, ME cherubin, ME & mod. cherub, 
f. F f._L f. Gk f. Heb. k’rub pi. k’rubim] 

chdrv'Il, n. Garden herb used in soup, 
salad, etc. [OE cerfille, = OHG kervola f. 
L f. Gk khairephullon] 

Chesh'ire (-cr), n. ~ cheese, made in ~; 
~ cat, person with fixed grin, [place in 
England; prov. grin like a— cat unexpl.] 

chess1, n. Game for two players with 
thirty-two pieces or <■—men on —-board 
chequered with sixty-four squares. [ME 
ches f. OF esches pi. of eschec check1] 

chess2, n. One of the flooring planks of a 
pontoon bridge, [orig. unkn.] 

chess'el, n. Cheese-making mould, [app. 
f. CHEESE1 -f- WELL1 ] 

chest, n. 1. Large strong box; box for 
sailor’s belongings; carpenter’s, medicine, 
etc., —, holding special requisites; 
treasury, coffer, of institution (usu. fig. 
for the sums in it); case of some commo¬ 
dity, esp. tea (& so as variable measure); 

of drawers, (esp.) frame with drawers 
for keeping clothes in bedroom. 2. Part 
of human or lower animal’s body enclosed 
in ribs (get thing off one’s ~ si., say 
& be quit of it), whence -~'ed2 a.; 
—-note, -voice, of lowest speaking or 
singing register; '—-protector, flannel etc. 
worn on ~; '-•trouble, lung disease esp. 
chronic. Hence ~'y2 a. (colloq.), inclined 
to, marked by, symptomatic of, ~ dis¬ 
ease. [OE cest, cist, OHG, ON kista i. L 
f. Gk kiste] 

ches'terfield, n. Kind of overcoat, also 
of couch. [19th-c. Earl of C~] 

chcst'nut (-sn-), n. & a. Tree (also —-tree, 
Spanish —, or sweet —) or its edible fruit; 
=<■—wood; = horse 1—; = castor3; stale 
anecdote; (of) ~-colour, deep reddish- 
-brown; horse of this colour, [f. obs. 
cheslen (f. OF chastai(g)ne f. L f. Gk 
kaslanea) +nut] 

cheval-glass (sh-; -ahs), n. Tall mirror 
swung on uprights, [f. F cheval horse, 
frame] 

chevalier' (sh-), n. Member of certain 
orders of knighthood, & of French Legion 
of Honour etc.; (hist.) The C— or C— de 
St George, Old Pretender, The Young C-, 
Young Pretender; soldier cadet of old 
French noblesse; ~ of industry (oftener 
in F form ~ d’industrie, see Ap.), adven¬ 
turer, swindler. [ME & AF chevaler (OF 
-ier) f. med. L cabaUarius f. L caballus 
horse, see -ier, -eer; mod. form f. F; cf. 
CAVALIER] 

chevaux de frise (shevo'defrez'), n. pi. 
Iron spikes set in timber etc. to repel 
cavalry etc. in war, or to guard palings in 

chicanery 
peace; natural protective line of hair in 
plants, eyelashes, etc. [F, lit. horses of 
Friesland, invented by I7th-c. Frisians 
who had no cavalry] 

chevet (sheva'), n. Apse; group of apses. 
[F, f. L capitium (caput head)] 

chev'iot, n. & a. (Wool cloth) got, made, 
from sheep of C~ hills in Northumber¬ 
land. 

chev'ron (sh-), n. Bent bar of inverted V 
shape, in escutcheons, as archit. orna¬ 
ment (—-moulding, consisting of scries of 
these), & on sleeve of Service uniform 
indicating *rank (3 bars for sergeant, 2 
for corporal, etc.), or || length of service. 
[ME, f. OF chevron f. Rom. *capronem 
(nom. *capro) f. L caper goat] 

chev'rotain, -tin, (sh-), n. Small musk 
deer. [F, dim. of OF chevrot (chivre 
goat)] 

chev'y, chi(v)v'y, (usu. spelt -e- & pron. 
-1-), n., & v.t. & i. Chase (n. & v.), scamper 
(n. & v.); game of prisoners’ base. [prob. 
f. ballad Chevy Chase (place-name)] 

chew (-do), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Work about 
between teeth, grind to pulp or indent 
with repeated biting; (abs.) ~ tobacco, 
whence ~'ER1 n.; turn over in mind; 
meditate upon or over; — the cud, bring 
back half-digested food into mouth for 
further chewing, (fig., usu. with of reflec¬ 
tion, fancy, etc.) meditate; ~ the rag or 
the fat (si.), reiterate an old grievance, 
grouse; —ing-gum, preparation of 
sweetened & flavoured gums (esp. chicle), 
used for prolonged ~ing. 2. n. Act of 
~ing; quid of tobacco. [OE ceowan, 
OHG kiuwan, ON lyggva, -ja f. Gmc 
*/ceuw(j)an] 

Chian'ti (kiah-), n. Dry red Ital. wine. 
[~ in Tuscany, Italy] 

chiaroscuro (kyaroskoor'o), n. & a. 
Treatment of light & shade in painting; 
light & shade effects in nature; variation, 
relief, handling of transitions, use of 
contrast, in literature etc.; (adj.) of ~; 
half-revealed. [It., see clear; obscure] 

chias'mus (klaz-), n. Inversion in second 
phrase of order followed in first (I cannot 
dig, to beg I am ashamed). Hence chias'tic 
(kl-) a. [f. Gk khiasmos crosswise arrange¬ 
ment (Km)] 

chib'ol, n. (dial.). Spring onion with 
green stalk attached. [ME chibol(l)e f. 
OF *chiboule (mod. ciboule), ult. f. L 
c(a)epa onion; see chive ] 

chibouk', -que, (-ook), n. Long Turkish 
tobacco pipe. [f. Turk, chibuk tube] 

chic (sh-), n. & a. Skill, effectiveness,, 
style, stamp of superiority; (adj.) stylish, 
in the fashion. [F] 

chicane' (sh-), v.t. & i., & n. Use chica¬ 
nery; cheat (person) into, out of, etc.; (n.) 
chicanery; (holding of) hand without any 
trumps in bridge, [f. F chicane(r)] 

chican'ery (sh-), n. Legal trickery, petti¬ 
fogging ; sophistry, [f. F chicanerie (pree., 
-ERY)] 
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chichi (she'sbe'), a. & d. Frilly (thing), 
fussy or effeminate (person). [F] 

chick1, n. Young bird before or after 
hatching; the ~s, children of a family (so 
-^'abldd'fj, term of endearment of or to 
child); weed, small plant. [ME chike 
short for chicken1] 

chick2, chik, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Screen- 
-blind of finely-split bamboo laced with 
twine. [Hind, chik] 

chick'en, n. (pi. ~s, ~). Young bird, 
esp. of domestic fowl, flesh of this; youth¬ 
ful person (esp. in no ~); Mother Carey’s 
~, stormy petrel; count one’s ~s before 
they are hatched, be over-sanguine, pre¬ 
cipitate ; —breasl(ed), (having) malformed 
projection of breast-bone; *~-/eed, food 
for poultry, (fig.) poor or trifling stuff; 
~ hazard, game at dice; —hearl(ed), (with) 
no courage; ~-pox, children’s mild 
eruptive disease. [OE cicen, cogn. w. 
cock1, cf. MDu. kieken, MLG kiiken, ON 
kjuklingr] 

chick'ling, n. Common cultivated vetch. 
[16th c. chicheling dim. of ME & OF chiche 
ult. f. L cicer] 

chick-pea, n. Dwarf pea. [16th c. chich- 
pease as prec. 4- pease] 

chi'cle (-kl or -kle), n. Milky juice of the 
sapodilla, the basis of chewing-gum. [f. 
Mex. tzietli] 

chic'ory, n. Blue-flowered plant culti¬ 
vated for its salad leaves & its root; its 
root ground for use with or instead of 
coffee, [late ME cieoree f. OF ciehoree 
(now chico-) f. med. L cic(h)orca f. L f. Gk 
kikhorion succory] 

chide, v.t. & i. (literary; cMd, chidden or 
chid). Make complaints, speak scold- 
ingly, (esp. fig. of hounds, wind, etc.); 
scold, rebuke. [OE cidan, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

chief1, n. (Her.) upper third of shield; 
leader, ruler; head man of tribe, clan, 
etc., whence ~'ess! n.; head of a depart¬ 
ment, highest official; C~ of Staff, senior 
stall officer of a commander; || C~ of the 
Imperial General Staff, senior military 
member of the Army Council; in ~, most 
of all, especially, (for many reasons, & this 
one in ~); -in-~, supreme, as Commander, 
Colonel, -in-~. Hence ~'dom, ~'ship, nn., 
'—'’less a. [ME & OF chef, chief f. Horn. 
*capum f. L caput head] 

chief2, a. & adv. (-er, -est, now rare). 
First by title (C~ Justice etc.); first in 
importance, influence, etc.; prominent, 
leading; (adv.) chiefly, especially, (but ~ 
or ~es( of all, forget not), [orig. chief1 

used in apposition ] 
chief'ly1, a. Proper for a chief, [chief1 -f 

-LY1] 

chief'ly2, adv. Above all; mainly but not 
exclusively, [chief2 + -ly2) 

chief'tain (-tin), n. Military leader (poet.); 
captain of robbers; chief of Highland 
clan or uncivilized tribe. Hence ~cy, 

~ess1, ~ey, ~shif, (-tin-), nn. [ME 

chill 
chevetaine etc. (later assim. to chief) f. 
OF, f. LL capitaneus captain] 

chiff-chaff, n. Bird of warbler family, 
[imit.] 

chiffon (see Ap.), n. (Usu. pi.) adorn¬ 
ments of female dress; (sing.) thin gauze. 
[F, f. chiffe rag] 

chiffonier' (sh-), n. Movable low cup¬ 
board with sideboard top. [F (prec. -ier)] 

chigg'er (-g-), n. = chigoe. 
chignon (see Ap.), n. Mass of hair on pad 
at back of head. [F, orig. = nape of neck] 

chig'oe, n. Tropical flea, burrowing into 
skin. [W.-Ind. ] 

Chihuahua (chiwah'wah), n. Very small 
breed of dog, originating in Mexico. 
[Mex. state & city] 

chil'blain, n. Itching sore on hand, foot, 
etc., from exposure to cold. Hence 
~ed2 (-nd), ~y2, aa. [chill+blain] 

child, n. (pi. chll'dren). Unborn or new¬ 
born human being (pronoun it, or he, she); 
boy or girl (from a~, from childhood on); 
childish person; (si.) this ~, I, me; son or 
daughter (at any age) of (or with my etc.), 
offspring; descendant lit. or fig. or fol¬ 
lower or adherent of (~ of God, of the 
devil-, ~ren of Izaak Walton, anglers; 
fancy’s ~; ~ of nature); result of; (in 
arch, form childe) youth of noble birth 
(Childe Harold, Roland); with ~, preg¬ 
nant ; ~’s-play, easy task; burn£ ~ dreads 
fire; ~'bed, birth, parturition; ~ wife, 
very young wife. Hence—'less a.,~'less- 
ness n. [OE did cogn. w. Goth, kilthei 
womb ] 

Chil'dermas, n. Festival of Holy Inno¬ 
cents, 28th Dec. [OE cildra gen. pi. 
CHILD + M ASS1 ] 

child'hood, n. Child’s state; time from 
birth to puberty; second ~, dotage. 
[-HOOD] 

child'ish, a. Of, proper to, a child; 
puerile, improper for a grown person. 
Hence~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [-ish1] 

child'like, a. Having good qualities of 
child, as innocence, frankness, etc. 
[-like] 

child'ly, a. & adv. (poet.). Like a child. 
[mod. revival of obs. wd; -ly1*2] 

chil'e, *chil'i. Yar. of chilli. 

chil'iad (k-), n. A thousand; a thousand 
years, [f. LL f. Gk khilias, -ad(1)] 

chil'iasm, chii'iast, (k-), nn. Doctrine of 
or belief in, believer in, the millennium. 
Hence chilias'tic a. [f. mod. Gk khilias- 
mos, LL f. Gk -astes (prec.)] 

chill1, n. Cold sensation, lowered tem¬ 
perature of body, feverish shivering, 
(catch a ~; also of special part as liver-~); 
unpleasant coldness of air, water, etc. 
(take ~ off water or claret, warm slightly); 
depressing influence (cast a ~ over); 
coldness of manner. [OE cele cogn. w. 
cold ; but the noun, after giving chill2> 3, 

was dormant 1400-1600, Sc revived as 
deriv. of chill3] 

chill2, a. Unpleasantly cold to feel; 
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feeling cold; unfeeling, unemotional, 
abstract. Hence ~'ness n. [app. f. 
prec. ] 

chill3, v.t. & i. Make, become, cold; 
deaden, blast, with cold; depress, 
dispirit; harden (molten iron) by contact 
of cold iron; (colloq.) take the chill off 
(liquid); ~ed beef etc., beef etc. preserved 
at moderately low temperature in cold 
storage (as distinct from frozen meat), 
[app. f. CHILL1] 

chill'i, -y, n. Dried pod of capsicum (as 
relish, or made into cayenne), [f. Sp. 
chile, chili f. Mex. ] 

chill'ly1, a. Rather cold to feel; feeling 
rather cold; sensitive to cold; not genial, 
cold-mannered. Hence ~iNESS n. [chill1 
+ -Y2] 

chil'ly2 (-1-11), adv. (rare). In cold maimer 
(lit. & fig.). [chill2 + -ly2] 

chll(o)-, cheil(o)-, (k-), comb, form of 
Gk kheilos lip, in zool. terms as chilopod 
(having feet serving as jaws). 

II Chil'tem Hun'dreds (-z), n. pi. Apply 
for, accept, the ~, resign seat in House 
of Commons, [a Crown manor, adminis¬ 
tration of which, being titular office 
under Crown, requires the member to 
vacate his or her seat] 

chime1, n. Set of attuned bells; series 
of sounds given by this; harmony, 
melody, rhythm, sing-song; agreement, 
correspondence. [ME chymbe ult. f. L f. 
Gk kumbalon cymbal] 

chime2, v.i. & t. Make (bell) sound; ring 
chimes (of person or bells); ring chimes on 
(bells); show (hour) by chiming (also of 
hour, = sound); summon by bells to; 
repeat mechanically; be in rhyme, make 
to rhyme; be in agreement (together, with, 
or abs.); join in, express eager agreement, 
[as prec. ] 

chime3, chimb, (-m), n. Projecting rim 
at ends of cask. [ME chimbe; cf. MDu., 
MLGjG) kimme ] 

chimer'a, -aer'a, (k!-), n. 1. Monster with 
lion’s head, goat’s body, & serpent’s 
tail. 2. Bogy; thing of hybrid character; 
fanciful conception; whence chime'r- 

ical a., chime'ricalLY2 adv., (k”-). [ME 
& OF chimere f. L f. Gk khimaira she-goat, 
chimera, (khimaros goat); later assim. to 
L form] 

chimere', n. Bishop’s robe. [ME chemer, 
chymer, rel. to OF chamarre, F simarre; 
see cymak] 

chim'ney, n. Flue carrying off smoke or 
steam of fire, furnace, engine, etc.; (also 
.—stalk, -top) part of flue above roof; 
glass tube providing draught for lamp- 

l-flame; natural vent, e.g. of volcano; 
(Mountaineering) narrow cleft by which 
cliff may be climbed; —corner, warm 
seat within old-fashioned fire-place; ~- 
-jack, rotating cowl; ~-pie.ee, = mantel; 
~-pot, earthenware or metal pipe added 
to ~-top (||—pot hat, tall silk hat); ~- 
-stack, united group of ~-stalks; ||~- 

chintz 
-stalk, see above, also = tall factory ~; 
\\~-swallow, common swallow; ~-sweep 
man who sweeps ~s; —sweeper, = — 
-sweep, also = jointed ~-cleaning brush. 
[ME chimenee etc. f. OF cheminee f. LL 
caminata (?sc. camera) fireplaced (cham¬ 
ber) f. L caminus oven f. Gk; see -y 4 ] 

chimpanzee', n. African ape resembling 
man. [native name in Angola] 

chin, n. Front of lower jaw; up to the ~, 
deep, deeply immersed. Hence -~nED2 

( nd) a. [OE cin, OS, OHG kinni, ON 
kinn, Goth, kinnus f. Gmc *kinn- cogn. 
w. L gena, Gk genus] 

Chin'a, a., chin'a, n. & a. l.(C~). From 
China (C~ crape, C~ aster, etc.; C~ 
orange, common orange, orig. from China; 
Chin'aman, (derog. for) a Chinese; China¬ 
town, section of a town (esp. a seaport) in 
which the Chinese live as a colony). 
2. (c~). (Made of) a fine semi-transparent 
earthenware, porcelain; things made of 
this; whence ~man'ia(c) nn.; ~-closet, for 
keeping or displaying one’s ~; ~-clay, 
kaolin ; ~man, (Cricket) left-handed 
bowler’s off-break to right-handed bats¬ 
man. [ult. orig. unkn.; not native name; 
found in Skr. about 1st c. ] 

chinchill'a, n. Small S.-Amer. rodent; 
its soft grey fur. [Sp., dim. of cliinche bug 
f. L cimex -icis (from supposed smell)] 

II chin-chin', int. of greeting & farewell 
(Anglo-Chin.; also as n. & vb). [Chin. 
ts’ing ts’ing] 

II chine1, n. Deep narrow ravine (now 
only in Isle of Wight & Hampshire). [OE 
cinu chink etc., = MDu. kene chap f. 
root ki- burst open; cf. chink 1 ] 

chine2, n. Backbone; animal’s backbone 
or part of it as joint; ridge, arfite. [f. OF 
eschine f. OFrank. *skina shin] 

Chinee', n. (si.). Chinese; the heathen ~, 
(joc., w. ref. to Bret Harte’s Truthful 
James, for) the typical Chinese, [due to 
taking Chinese for pi. ] 

Chinese' (-z), a. & n. (pi. the same). 
(Native, language) of China; ~ lantern, 
collapsible of paper used esp. in illumi¬ 
nating; ~ white, a pigment, white oxide 
of zinc. [China + -ese] 

chink1, n. Crevice; long narrow opening, 
slit, peep-hole. [16th c., obsc. rel. to 
chine1, which it replaced] 

chink2, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Sound as of 
glasses or coins striking together; (si.) 
ready money. 2. vb. Make this sound; 
cause (coin etc.) to make it. [imit.] 

Chink3, n. (si.). A Chinese, [abbr. ] 
Chino-, comb, form of China, = sino-. 

[-o-]_ 
Chinook', n. Warm dry wind which blows 
over the Rocky Mountains, [native 
name] 

chintz, n. & a. (Of) cotton cloth fast- 
-printed with particoloured pattern & 
usu. glazed, [earlier chints pi. f. Hind. 
chint f. Skr. chilra; for sing, use cf. 
BAIZE] 
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chip1, n. Thin piece cut from wood or 
broken from stone etc.; thin slice of 
potato, fruit, etc.; (pi., colloq.) potato—s 
fried (fish & ~s); wood split into strips 
for making hats etc. (~ bonnet, basket)-, 
dry as a ~, flavourless, uninteresting; ~ 
(scion) of, esp. ~ of old block, son resemb¬ 
ling father; place in china etc. from which 
a ~ has been knocked off; (si.) counter, 
piece of money; have a ~ on one’s shoul¬ 
der, be quick to take offence; ~-s/iof 
(Golf), short lofted approach-shot on 
to putting-green. [14th c., belongs to 
chip2; rel. obsc.] 

chip2, v.t. & i. (-pp-). Cut (wood), break 
stone, crockery), at surface or edge; 
shape thus; cut or break (piece etc.) off, 
from; be susceptible to breakage at edge; 
carve (inscription); crack (egg-shell; esp. 
of chickens); (colloq.) banter (a person); 
(colloq.)~ in, interrupt. [1407 in chip-ax, 
prob. repr. OE *cippian; cf. EFris. kippen 
cut, MDu. kippen chip eggs, hatch; in 
mod. senses apprehended as dim. of 
CHOI’1, cf. drip drop, tip top] 

chip3, n., & v.t. (-pp-). Wrestling-trick; 
(vb) trip up. [18th c., north.; etym. 
obsc.; cf. Du. kippen ensnare] 

chip'muck, -unk, n. North-American 
squirrel. [Amer.-Ind.] 

Chipp'endale, n. A line and solid style 
of furniture. [T. ~ (d. 1779), cabinet- 
-maker] 

chipp'ly, a. (si.). Dry, uninteresting; 
parched & queasy after drunkenness etc.; 
irritable. Hence ~Iness n. [chip1-f-Y2] 

Chips, n. (naut. si.). Ship’s carpenter, [pi. 
of CHIP1, cf. BUTTONS] 

chir(o)-, cheir(o)-, (kir-), comb, form of 
Gk kheir hand, as chirdQ'BAYHY hand¬ 
writing, chir'omancy palmistry, 

chir'ograph (kir-; -ahf), n. Document of 
various kinds formally written or signed, 
[f. F chirographe f. L f. Gk kheirographon 
(prec., -graph)] 

chirop'odist, chirop'ody, (kir-), nn. 
Treater, treatment, of feet, toe-nails, 
corns, bunions, etc. [1785, app. f. chiro-, 
Gk pous podos foot, -ist(3)] 

chiroprac't|ic (kir-), n. Manipulation of 
spinal column as method of curing 
disease. Hence ~or n., one who prac¬ 
tises ~ic. [£. chiro- + Gk praktikos (prasso 
do, see -ic)] 

chirp, v.i. & t., & n. (Make) short sharp 
note (as) of small bird; utter (song), 
express (joy etc.), thus; talk merrily; 
speak feebly, [imit.; late ME modifica¬ 
tion of earlier chirk, chirt] 

chirp'|y, a. Lively, cheerful. Hence 
■~Iness n. [prec., -y2] 

chirr, v.i., & n. (Make) prolonged trilling 
sound (as) of grasshopper, [imit.] 

chi'rrup, v.i., & n. (Make) series of chirps, 
twittering; (make) imitative chirping to 
baby etc. [extension of chirp] 

chis'el (-zl), n., & v.t. (-11-). (Cut, shape, 
with) tool with square bevelled end for 

shaping wood, stone, or metal (cold ~, 
all of steel or iron for trimming cold 
iron; features etc., clear-cut); the 
~, sculptor’s ~, (art of) sculpture; (si.) 
defraud, unfair treatment. [ME, f. ONF 
chisel, OF cisel, f. Rom. *cisellum (L 
caedere caes- cut, see -le(2))] 

chit1, n. Young child; young, small, or 
slender woman (depreciatingly, esp. ~ 
of a girl). [14th c. = whelp, cub, kitten; 
etym. unkn., but cf. Ches. dial, chit, Sc. 
cheet puss, chitty, cheety cat] 

chit2, chitt'y, n. (orig. Anglo-Ind.). Note 
or written paper, esp. character given 
to servant; note of sum owed for drink 
etc.; —system (of giving vouchers in 
payment instead of cash down), [f. 
Hind, chitthi f. Skr. chitra mark] 

chit'al (-et-), n. The Indian spotted deer. 
[Hind.] 

chit-chat', n. Light conversation; sub¬ 
jects of it, gossip, [redupl. of chat1] 

chit'in (kl-), n. Substance forming horny 
cover of beetles & crustaceans. Hence 
~ous a. [f. F chitine irreg. f. Gk khiton 
tunic +-in] 

chitt'ack, n. Indian weight correspond¬ 
ing to the ounce. [Bengali chhalak] 

chltt'erling, n. (usu. pi.). Smaller in¬ 
testines of beasts, esp. as cooked for 
food. [13th c., of unkn. orig.] 

chitt'y. See chit2. 

chiv'alrous, (poet, etc.) chiv'alric (also 
-al-), (see foil.), a. Of, as of, the Age of 
Chivalry; of, as of, the ideal knight, 
gallant, honourable, courteous, disinter¬ 
ested; quixotic. Hence chiv'alrousLY2 
adv. [ME, f. OF chevalerous (chevalier, 
-ous); chivalric f. foil. + -ic ] 

chiv'alry (formerly ch-; now usu. sh-, as 
though a recent F importation), n. Horse¬ 
men, cavalry, (arch.); gallant gentlemen; 
knightly skill (arch.); medieval knightly 
system with its religious, moral, & social 
code; ideal knight’s characteristics; 
devotion to service of women; inclination 
to defend weaker party; flower of ~, 
pattern knight, i-litc of nation’s soldiers. 
[ME & OF chi-, chevalerie etc. f. med. L 
caballerius for LL caballarius horseman 
(CAVALIER, -ERY)] 

chive, cive (s-), n. Small herb allied to 
onion & leek. [ME cive, chive f. OF cive, 
n. dial. *chive, f. L cepa; see CHIBOL] 

chi(v-)v'y. See chevy. 

chlor-1>2. = CHLORO-l 2, used before vowel, 
chlor'al (kl-), n. ~ hydrate or ~, a hyp¬ 
notic & anaesthetic. Hence ~ism(5) n., 
~ize(5) v.t. [F chloral f. chlor(ine) + 
AL(COHOL)] 

chldh'ide (kl-), n. (Chem.) compound of 
chlorine (-IDE); (pop.) kinds of bleaching 
agent, as ~ of lime, soda, potash, [chlor-2, 
-ide] 

chlor'inlate (kl-), v.t. Impregnate with 
chlorine. Hence ~a'tion n., treatment 
with chlorine (esp. in the extraction of 
gold from certain ores), [chlorine+-ate3] 
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chlor'ine (kl-)» n. (chem.). Non-metallio 
element, a yellowish-green heavy ill- 
-smclling gas. [f. Gk khloros green+ 
-INE 5 ] 

chldro-1, chlor-, comb, form in hot. & 
mineral, terms of Gk khloros green. 

chloro-2, chlor-, comb, form in chem. 
terms of chlorine etc. Hence chhfr'ATE1 
(3) n„ chl<5r'ic(2), chldh'ous (chem.) aa., 
(kl-). 

chlbr'odyne (kl-), n. Patent medicine, 
narcotic & anodyne, [foil. + Gk odune 
pain] 

chldr'ofdrm (kl-), n., & v.t. 1. Anaesthe¬ 
tic, thin colourless liquid whose inhaled 
vapour produces insensibility. 2. v.t. 
Treat (person) with, render insensible 
by, ~, whence ~ist (1) n.; soak (thing) in 

[f. P chloroforms f. chloro-2 +form(yl) 
see formic] 

chldfomy'cetin (kl-), n. An antibiotic 
used in some diseases, e.g. typhus, [f. 
chloro-2, Gkmukes -etos fungus, -in] 

chlor'ophyll (kl-), n. Colouring-matter of 
green parts of plants. [F chloro \phylle 
f. Gk phullon leaf)] 

chldr|os'is (kl-), n. (Hist.) green sickness, 
anaemic disease of young women, with 
greenish complexion; (Bot.) blanching of 
green parts, or turning green of petals 
etc. Hence ~ot'ic a. [chlor-1,-osis] 

chock1, n. Block of wood, esp. wedge for 
stopping motion of cask or wheel, also 
in various senses on ship esp. of wedges 
supporting boat on deck; (Turning; 
earlier form of) chuck4, [w. chuck4 prob. 
f. ONF *choque etc. repr. by mod. Pic. 
choke. Norm, chouque (= F souche)] 

ch5ck3, v.t., & adv. Make fast with 
chocks; place (boat) on chocks; ~ up, 
wedge in tightly, encumber (room etc.) 
with furniture etc.; (adv.) closely, tightly, 
close up; ~-a-block, jammed together, 
crammed with, chock-full of (orig. naut., 
of two blocks brought close together in 
a tackle); ~-/wZZ, stuffed, [f. prec.; the 
var. choke-full lor ^-full is prob. an etym. 
guess & misrepresents pronunc. ] 

choc'olate, n. & a. (Cake) of cacao-seed 
paste; drink of this in hot milk or water; 
dark brown (n. & a.); ~ cream., sweet¬ 
meat of ~ enclosing sweet paste, [f. F 
chocolat or Sp. -ate f. Mex. chocolatl (not 
f. cacao or cocoa) ] 

Choc'taw, n. 1. (Member of) N.-Amer. 
Indian tribe, now in Oklahoma. 2. (c~; 
skating). Step from either edge to edge 
on other foot in opposite direction, 
[native; cf. mohawk] 

choice1, n. Choosing, selection, (make ~ 
of, select; take one’s ~, decide between 
possibilities; the girl of one’s ~; for ~, 
by preference, if one must select); power, 
right, faculty, of choosing (at ~, at 
pleasure; hose one’s have no r-j, have 
no alternative, not care which; Hobson’s 

to take or leave the one offer); elite, 
flower, of', variety to choose from; thing 

cholera 

or person chosen; alternative (have no ~ 
but). [ME chois f. OF f. choisir f. Rom. 
*causire f. Gmc *kausjan choose] 

choice2, a. Of picked quality, exquisite; 
carefully chosen, appropriate. Hence 
~'ly2 (-si-) adv.,~'NESS (-sn-) n. [f. prec.] 

choir (kwfr), quire (arch.), n., & v.t. & i. 
1. Band of singers performing or leading 
in musical parts of church service; chancel 
of cathedral, minster, or large church; 
choral society, company of singers (also 
of birds, angels, etc.); band of dancers; 
~-organ (corruption of chair-), softest of 
three parts (great, swell, organ) making 
up large compound organ, with lowest of 
three keyboards; ~ school, school main¬ 
tained by a cathedral or church for 
~boys & other pupils. 2. vb. Sing in 
chorus (intr., or with strain, hymn, etc., 
as obj.). [ME quer(e) f. OF cucr (mod. 
choeur) f. L chorus. The sp. choir after 
F-L; for pr. quire cf. ME frere friar ] 

choke1, v.t. & i., & n. Stop breath of, 
suffocate, temporarily or finally, by 
squeezing throat from without, blocking 
it up within, or (of water, smoke, etc.) 
being unbreathable; (fig., of emotion) 
paralyse (~-pear, fact, reproof, etc., hard 
to swallow); suffer temporary stoppage 
of breath, become speechless from anger 
etc., (n., this condition); smother, stifle, 
kill, (plant, fire, etc.) by deprivation of 
light, air, etc.; suppress (feelings); block 
up wholly or partly (tube by narrowing 
part of it; as n., the narrowed part, 
whence —bore, of gun with bore narrow¬ 
ing towards muzzle; also of channel 
with sand, stones, etc., stones ~ or ~ up 
channel, channel ~s), fill chock-full; ~ 
down, swallow (food), conceal (emotion), 
with difficulty; ~ off, make (person) 
relinquish an attempt; ~-damp, carbonic 
acid gas in mines, wells, etc.; choking coil 
(Electr.), (also ~) inductance coil used 
to prevent the passage of an alternating 
current or to alter its phase. [ME cheke, 
choke (= acheke, achoke), f. late OE (once) 
clceocian, f. ceace, ce.ce cheek] 

choke2, n. Centre part of artichoke. 
[prob. confusion of ending w. prec.] 

chok'er, n. In vbl senses; esp. clerical or 
other stand-up collar, [-er1] 

chok'ra, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Boy (esp. one 
employed as domestic servant). [Hind. 
chhokra] 

II chok'y, n. (orig. Anglo-Ind., si.). Prison, 
lock-up. [Hind, chauki shed] 

chol(e)- (k-), comb, form in med. & chem. 
wds repr. Gk khole gall, bile, 

chol'er (k6-), n. (Hist.) one of the four 
humours, bile; (poet., arch.) anger, 
irascibility. [ME & OF colre, colere bile, 
anger f. L f. Gk kholera diarrhoea, in LL 
= bile, anger (Gk Ichole bile)] 

chol'era (ko-), n. (Also English, bilious, 
summer, ~, or in L ~ nostras = of our 
country) bilious summer & autumn dis¬ 
order with diarrhoea & vomiting; (also 

6813 
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Asian, epidemic, malignant, ~) ncn- 
-bilious often fatal disease endemic in 
India & epidemic in Europe; chicken 
infectious disease of fowls; belt, 
flannel or silk waistband worn as 
preventive. Hence cholera'io (kb-) a. 
[ME, f. L f. Gk kholera; see prec.] 

chol'eric (kb-), a. Irascible; angry. [ME 
colerik(e) etc. f. OF f. L f. Gk kholerikos 
(see choler, -ic) ] 

chol'erine (kb-; also -on), n. Summer 
cholera; diarrhoea often prevalent at 
same time as Asian cholera. [F (-i-), f. 
cholera cholera] 

chol'iamb (ko-), n. = scazon. Hence 
~ic (-am-) a. [f. LL f. Gk kholiambos 
(kholos lame, iambos iambus)] 

chondri-, -o-, (kb-), comb, form of Gk 
khondros, in Med. & Physiol. = cartilage-, 

choose (-z), v.t. & i. (chose, chosen, pr. 
-z-). Select out of greater number; 
(Tkeol., esp. in p.p.) destine to be saved 
(the chosen people, race, Jews); decide (to 
do one thing rather than another); think 
fit, be determined, to do; make choice 
between-, cannot ~ bid, must, have to, 
(arch.); (with compl.) select as (was chosen 
king)-, pick & ~, select carefully, be 
fastidious; nothing etc. to ~ between them, 
of things nearly equal. Hence chocs'ER1 
(-z-) n., chobs'(e)Y2 (-z-) a., (colloq.), 
fastidious. [OE ceosan, OS, OHG kiosan, 
ON Icjosa, Goth kiusan, f. Gmc *keusan] 

chop1, v.t. & i. (-pp-). Cut by a blow, usu. 
with axe (~ up, ~ into small pieces, 
mince; often ~ off, away, down); deliver 
such blow at; make one’s way by such 
blows through; mince (esp. in p.p.); (fig.) 
cut (words etc.) short or into distinct 
parts; ~ in (colloq.), intervene in talk; ~ 
back, reverse one’s direction suddenly, 
double; (of strata) ~ up, out, come to sur¬ 
face. [ME, var. of chap1, etym. unkn.; in 
sense approx. = MDu., LG happen lop 
off, sever] 

chop2, n. Cutting stroke with axe etc.; 
thick slice of meat, esp. mutton or pork, 
usu. including rib (~-house, cheap restau¬ 
rant); broken surface of water usu. due 
to action of wind against tide, so ~p'y1 
[-Y2] a. [f. prec.] 

chop3. See chap2. [16th c.; var. of chap2; 
rel. & etym. obsc.] 

chop4, v.t. & i. (-pp-), & n. ~ & change 
(emphatic for change, usu. intr.), vacillate, 
be inconstant, (n., ~s & changes, varia¬ 
tions); ~ round, about, (esp. of wind) 
change direction suddenly; ~ logic, 
bandy arguments. Hence ~p'y2 [-y2] 
a. [vb 1391 in choppe-church; etym. 
obsc. ] 

|] chop5, n. (India, China) seal, licence, 
passport, permit; (China) trade-mark, a 
brand of goods; (Anglo-Ind. & colloq.) 
first, second, —’, first, second, -class, [f. 
Hind, chhap stamp] 

chop-chop', adv. & int. (pidgin Eng.). 
Quick, quickly, [f. Chin, k’wai-k’wai] 

chopp'er, n. One who chops; large- 
-bladed short axe; butcher’s cleaver. 
[chop1+ -ER1] 

chop'stick, n. Small slip of ivory etc. 
of which two held in one hand are used 
hy Chinese as fork, [pidgin Eng. (chop 
= quick + stick) equivalent of Chin. 
k’wai-tsze nimble ones] 

chop-su'ey, n. Dish of fried or stewed 
meat or chicken flavoured with sesame 
oil & served with rice, onions, etc. (in 
Chinese restaurant). [Chin., =mixedbits] 

chor'al1 (k-), a.. Of, sung by, choir (~ 
service, with canticles, anthems, etc., so 
sung; full ~ service, with versicles & 
responses also sung); of, with, chorus. 
Hence~LY2 adv. [f. F, or med. L choralis 
(CHORUS, -AL)] 

chorai(e)2 (korahl'), n. (Metrical hymn to) 
simple tune usu. sung in unison, orig. 
in German reformed church, [f. G 
choral(gesang)] 

chor'alist (k-), n. Chorus singer, [choral1, 
-1ST] 

chord1 (k-), n. String of harp etc. (poet.; 
also fig., as touch the right ~, appeal skil¬ 
fully to emotion); (Physiol.) structure 
resembling string, as vocal ~, spinal ~; 
(Math.) straight line joining ends of are. 
[16th-c. refash, of cord1 after L chorda] 

chord2 (k-), n. (Mus.) group of notes 
sounded together, combined according to 
some harmonic system (common ~, any 
note with its maj or or minor third, perfect 
fifth, & octave; break or spread ~, play 
its notes successively); harmonious com¬ 
bination of colours. [orig. cord for 
accord2 later altered after chord1] 

chdrd'al (k-), a. Of, like, etc., chord1-2. 
[-AL1 

chore, n. Odd job, (pi.) household tasks. 
[U.S. form of char2] 

chore'a (k-)> n. St Vitus’s dance. [L] 
chor'ee (k-), n. = trochee, [f. L f. Gk 
khoreios] 

cho'regraph etc. See choreograph etc. 
chore'ic (k-), a. Of, having, chorea; of, 

marked by, chorees, [-ic] 
cho'reograph (kb-; -ahf), n. Designer of 
ballet. So choreoo'RAPHER, choreoo- 

raphy, nn„ choreooiiAPH'ic a., (kb-), [f. 
Gk khoreia dancing (khoros dancing- 
-company) + -graph ] 

chori- (ko-), bef. a vowel choris- (ko-), 
f. Gk khori(s) asunder, apart, used in bot. 
terms etc. 

cho'riamb, choriam'bus (ko-), n. Metri¬ 
cal foot (- w w —). Hence choriam'bic 

(ko-) a. [f. LL f. Gk khoriambos (choree, 
IAMB) ] 

chor'ic (k-), a. Of, like, chorus in Greek 
play. [f. LL f. Gk khorikos (chorus, -ic)] 

chor'ion (k-), n. Outer membrane of 
foetus, [f. Gk khdrion] 

cho'rister (kb-), n. Member of choir, esp. 
choir-boy (also fig. of angels, birds). 
[ME querestre, -istre prob. f. AF *cueristre 
(= OF -isle) f. cuer choir; 16th c. refash. 
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after (now obs.) chorist (F chorisie, med. L 
chorista) ] 

chorog'raphy (kb-), n. Describing, de¬ 
scription, of districts (more limited than 
geography, less than topography). Hence 
cr cogn. cliordG'nAPHER n., choro- 
graph'ic(al) aa., chorograph'icalLY2 
adv., (kb-), [f. F -graphie or L -graphia f. 
Gk (Gk khora land, -graphy) ] 

chdr'oid (k-), a. & n. Like chorion in 
shape or vascularity, esp. ~ coat (or ~ as 
noun), membrane lining eyeball, [f. Gk 
khoreides for khorio- (chorion, -old) ] 

chorol'ogy (kb-), n. Local distribution of 
species etc. Hence chorolog'iCAL a. [f. 
Gk khora land +-LOGY] 

chor'tle, v.i., & n. (Utter) loud chuckle, 
[portmanteau wd (Lewis Carroll) app. f. 
chuckle -f snort ] 

chdr'us (k-), n., & v.t. & i. 1. (Gk Ant.) 
band of dancers & singers in religious 
ceremonies & dramatic performances 
(also representing interested spectators 
in play; so in some Eng. plays); (one of) 
their utterances. 2. Personage speaking 
prologue & commenting on action in 
Elizabethan plays. 3. Band of singers, 
choir; thing sung by many at once; any 
simultaneous utterance of many (in ~, all 
speaking etc. together). 4. (Mus.) com¬ 
position in several (oftenest four) parts 
each sung by several voices; refrain of 
song in which audience joins. 5. vb. Sing, 
speak, say, in ~. [L, f. Gk khoros] 

chose jugee (see Ap.), n. Thing it is idle 
to discuss, as already settled. [F ] 

chose(n). See choose. 
chot'a haz(i)ri (hahz'ri), n. (Anglo-Ind.). 
Light early breakfast. [Hind. (chh-), 
= little breakfast] 

chou (shoo), n. Kosette or ornamental 
knot of ribbon, chiffon, etc., on woman’s 
hat or dress. [F, f. L caulis cabbage] 

chough (chuf), n. Red-legged crow. [ME 
choghe unexpl.; w. forms c(h)owe etc. cf. 
MDu. kauice, ONF cauwe, OF choue] 

chouse, v.t.,&n.,(colloq.). Swindle, trick, 
[usu. supposed to be the same wd as 
Turk, chiaus official messenger, in allu¬ 
sion to one of these who is alleged to have 
defrauded Turkish merchants in England 
1609, but there is some doubt about the 
account] 

chow, n. Dog of a Chinese breed; (si.) 
food, [pidgin Eng.] 

chow-chow, n. Chinese preserve of 
orange-peel, ginger, etc. [pidgin Eng.] 

chow'der, n. Newfoundland & New 
England dish, stew of fresh fish or clams 
with bacon, onions, biscuit, etc. [app. 
orig. in Brittany, in phr. faire la chau- 
dttre supply a pot etc. for cooking a stew 
of fish etc. ] 

chrematis't]ic(k-),a.(derog.). Ofmoney- 
-making, economic. Hence ~ics n. [f. Gk 
khrematistikos of money-making] 

chrestom'athy (k-), n. Collection of 
choice passages, [f. F -mathie or Gk 

Christianity 

khrestomatheia f. khrestos useful + -matheia 
learning] 

chri'sm (k-), n. Consecrated oil, unguent, 
anointing, esp. in sacred rites, [(a) OE 
crisma, ME crisme, f. LL c(h)risma f. Gk 
khrisma unction, later chrism(e) after the 
L sp.; (b) ME creme f. OF cresme, mod. F 
chreme (f. same source), became obs. in 
17th c.; see cream1] 

chris'om (k-), n. (hist.). (In full, ~-cloth, 
-robe, etc.) child’s white robe at baptism, 
used as shroud if it died within a month; 
~-child, in its first month, [a different., 
pop. pr. of CHRISM] 

Christ (k-), n. Messiah or Lord’s anointed 
of Jewish prophecy; (title, now treated 
as name given to) Jesus as fulfilling this; 
divine ruler, saviour, inspirer, (esp. the 
or a ~); the ~-child, ~ as a child. Hence 
~'HOOD n., ~'LESS, ~'LIKE, ~'ly1, aa., 
~'lessNESS, ~'ltkeNESS (-kn-), nn„ 
~'WARD(S) adv. [OE crist = OS, OHG 
Krist, Goth. Xristus f. L Christus f. Gk 
khristos anointed one (khrio anoint) transl. 
of Heb.; sec Messiah] 

Christ-cross-row, criss-, (krls-kraws- 
ro), n. (arch.). The alphabet. [Christ’s 
cross, a cross before alphabet in horn¬ 
books, +row (of letters)] 

christen (krl'sn), v.t. & i. Admit as 
Christian by baptism; administer bap¬ 
tism; give name to (person at baptism, 
or as nickname; ~ him, ~ him John; also 
ships, bells, etc., with analogous cere¬ 
mony). [OE cristnian (ME crist(n)en) 
make Christian f. OE cristen adj. Chris¬ 
tian, f. WG *cristin f. L Christianas 
CHRISTIAN ] 

Christendom (krf'sn-), n. Christians; 
Christian countries. [OE crislendom f. 
cristen adj., see prcc., +-DOM] 

Christian (krls'tyan), a. & n. (Person) 
believing in, professing, or belonging to, 
the religion of Christ (also as adj. of 
communities); of Christ or his religion; 
(person) showing character consistent 
with Christ’s teaching, of genuine piety, 
Christlike, (also as adj. of conduct, 
feelings, communities, etc.); human (per¬ 
son) as opposed to brute, brutal; (si.) 
civilized, decent, (person); ~ burial 
(with the ceremonies of the church); ~ 
name, given (as) at baptism, personal 
name (cf. surname) ; ~ era, reckoned from 
birth of Christ; ~ Science, Scientist, 
(adherent of) a system of combating 
disease etc. without medical treatment 
by mental effect of patient’s ~ faith. 
Hence or cogn. ~ize (2, 3) v.i. & t., 
~lZA'TION n., ~LIKE a., ~LYh 2 a. & 

adv. [16th c., f. L Christianus (Christ, 

-ian), replacing earlier cristen adj.; see 
CHRISTEN] 

Christian'ia (k-; -ahn-), n. A turn in 
skiing, in which the skis are kept parallel 
(abbr. Chris'tie). [~ in Norway (now 
Oslo) ] 

Christian'ity (k-), n. The Christian faith. 
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doctrines of Christ & his apostles; a 
Christian religious system; being a 
Christian, Christian quality or character. 
[ME cristianite replacing (after LL 
christianitas) earlier cristiente, cristente f. 
OF crestiente f. crestien Christian ; see 
-TY] 

Christie’s (kris'tlz), n. A sale-room in 
London esp. for art sales. 

Christmas (kris'm-), n. (abbr. Xmas). 
(Also ~-day) festival of Christ’s birth, 
25th Dec., devoted esp. to family reunion 
& merrymaking, & a quarter-day (Father 
~, personification of family festivity); 
(also '-'-tide) week or more beginning 
24th Dec. (~ eve); (attrib.) appropriate 
to ~, as ~ book, card (of greeting by post), 
number (of magazine), present, pudding; 
II -—box (cf. boxing-day), money given at 
~ to postman etc. in general acknow¬ 
ledgement of indefinite or continuous 
services; '--tree, evergreon tree set up in 
room or in the open & hung with candles, 
presents, etc.; ~ rose, white-flowered 
hellebore blooming Dec.-Feb. Hence 
•—'Y2 a. [late OE Cristesmsssse (mass1)] 

Christo- (k-), comb, form of L Christus or 
Gk Khristos Christ, as ~phany (-5f-), 

manifestation of Christ. Hence Christo- 
l'atry, ChristoMAN'iAC (-ma-), Christo- 
l'ogy, ChristoL'OGiST, nn., Christo- 
LO'GICAL a. 

Chris'ty min'strels (k-; -z), n. pi. Negro- 
-song troupe with blacked faces. [E. P. 
Christy (d. 18G2), originator] 

chrSm'ate (k-), n. (chem.). A salt of 
chromic acid, [-ate1 (3)] 

chrormat'ic (k-), a. 1. Of, produced by, 
full of bright, colour (~ printing, from 
blocks inked with various colours; ~s, 
science of colour). 2. (mus.). Of, having, 
notes not included in diatonio scale; 
~ scale, proceeding by semitones; ~ 
semitone, interval between note & its flat 
or sharp. Hence chromat'iCALLY adv. [f. 
L chromaticus or Gk khromatikos (/chroma 
-atos colour, -ic)] 

chrom'atin (k-), n. (biol.). Tissue that can 
be stained, [as chkomato- +-in] 

chrSm'ato-, chrom'o-, (k-), comb, forms 
of Gk khroma -atos colour, as in chroma- 
top’sy, abnormally coloured vision, 
chromophotograpMy), photograph(y) in 
the natural colours, chrom'osphcre, red 
gaseous envelope of sun. 

chrSm'atrSpe (k-), n. Lantern slide of 
two circular discs, one rotating in front 
of other, giving kaleidoscopic movement 
of colours, [irreg. f. prec. + Gk -tropos 
(itrepo turn) ] 

chrome (k-), n. (Also ~-yellow) yellow 
pigment & colour got from chromate of 
lead; ~ green, orange, red, pigments from 
other compounds of chromium. [F, orig. 
name of chromium, f. Gk khroma colour] 

chrom'Ic (k-), a. Of chromium, [prec. 
+ -I0] 

chrom'ium (k-), n. (chem.). Metallic ele¬ 

ment. Hence chr5m ate’(3) n. [chrome 

+-IUM] 
chromo-1, comb, form of prec. 
chromo-2. See chromato-. 
chrom'ograph (k-; -ahf), n., & v.t. 
(Reproduce with) gelatine copying- 
-apparatus in which aniline dye is used 
for ink. [CHROMO-2, -GRAPH] 

chromolith'ograph (-ahf), chrom'o (pi. 
-os), (k-), n. Picture printed in colours 
from stone. So chromolithoG'RAPHER, 
chromolithoG'RAPHY, nn., chrom'oli- 
thOGRAPH'IC a. [CHROMO-2 +IITHOGRAPH] 

chrom'osome (k-), n. (biol.). One of the 
rods or threads into which the chromatin 
of the cell-nucleus is transformed before 
cell-division occurs, [f. G chromosom 
(chromo- + Gk soma body)] 

chron'ic (k-), a. Lingering, lasting, in¬ 
veterate, (of disease, cf. acute ; ~ invalid, 
with ~ complaint; also of other states as 
~ doubt, rebellion); II (vulg.) bad, intense, 
severe. Hence chron'ic ally adv., 
chroni'ciTY n. [f. F chronique f. L 
chronicus (in LL of disease) f. Gk khroni- 
kos (khronos time, -1C) ] 

chron'icle (k-), n., & v.t. (Enter, relate, 
in a) continuous register of events in 
order of time; Chronicles, two books of 
O.T.; narrative, account; C'~, newspaper 
name. Hence chron'iclER1 n. [ME 
cronikle f. AF -iclc var. of OF cronique f. 
LL chronica sing. f. L f. Gk khronika neut. 
pi. (prec.); ch- after L sp.] 

chronique scandaleuse (see Ap.), n. 
Body of scandalous gossip current at any 
time & place. [F] 

chron'ogram(k-),n. Phrase etc. of which 
the Roman-numeral letters added give 
a date, as LorD haVe MorCIe Vpon Vs 
= 50 + 500+5+1000+100+1 + 5 + 5 = 1666. 
Hence chronogrammat'ic a. [f. Gk 
khronos time + -gram; -malic after Gk 
grammatikos adj. f. gramma] 

chron'ograph (k-; -ahf), n. Instrument 
recording time with extreme accuracy; 
stop-watch. Hence chronoGRAPH'ic a. 
[as prec. +-graph] 

chron ] ol'ogy (k-), n. Science of computing 
dates; arrangements of events with dates, 
table or treatise displaying this. Hence 
or cogn. ~ol'oger, ~ol'ogist, nn., 
chronoLO'GiCAL a., chronold'gicalLY2 
adv., ~ol'ogiZE(3) v.t. [as prec. +-logy] 

chronom'eter (k-), n. Time-measuring 
instrument, esp. one -with complete pro¬ 
vision against disturbance by tempera¬ 
ture, used for navigation by astronomical 
sights at sea. [as prec. + -meter ] 

chronom'6try (k-), n. Scientific time- 
-measurement. So chronoMBT'Ric(AL) aa., 
chronomet'ricalLY2 adv. [as prec. + 
-METRY ] 

chron'oscope (k-), n. Apparatus measur¬ 
ing velocity of projectiles, [as prec. + 
-scope ] 

chrys- (k-), comb, form of Gk khrusos 
gold, = yellow in chem. & mineral, wds. 
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of gold, golden, yellow, etc., in general 
wds. 

Chrys'alis, -id, <k-), n. (pi. -ises, -ids, 
chry sal'ides). Form taken by insect in the 
torpid stage of passive development 
between larva (caterpillar etc.) & imago 
(butterfly etc.); case then enclosing it; 
(fig.) preparatory or transition state, [f. 
L f. Gk khrusallis -idos (Jch.rv.sos gold)] 

chrysanthemum (k-), n. (Bot.) genus 
including corn marigold; (Gardening) 
cultivated varieties of this brought from 
Japan & blooming from Sept, to Dec.; 
land of the ~, Japan, [f. L f. Gk khru- 
santhemon (chrys-, anthemon flower)] 

chryselephantine (k-), a. Overlaid with 
gold & ivory as by ancient Greek sculp¬ 
tors. [f. Gk khruselephantmos (chrys-, 
ELEPHANT, -INE2)] 

chryso- (k-). = chrys-. 
chrysobe'ryl (k-), n. Yellowish-green 
gem. [f. L f. Gk ichrusoberullos (chryso-, 
EEKYL)] 

chrys'ollte (k-), n. (Formerly) green gem 
of various kinds; (now) olivine. [ME & 
OF crisolite f. (mod. L cri-) L f. Gk khruso- 
lilhos (CHRYSO-, lithos stone)] 

chrys'oprase (k-; -z), n. (N.T.) prob. a 
golden-green variety of beryl; (now) 
apple-green variety of chalcedony. [ME 
crisopace, -pase f. OF -pace f. L chryso- 
passus var. of L f. Gk klirusoprasos 
(chryso-, prason leek)] 

chub, n. Thick coarse-fleshed river fish 
of the carp family, dusky green above, 
[late ME chubbe, of unkn. orig. ] 

chubb'ly, a. Round-faced, plump. Hence 
~INESS n. [CHUB +-Y2] 

chuck1, int., n., & v.i. (Make) call of fowl 
or person calling fowls or urging horse, 
[imit. ] 

chuck2, n. Term of endearment. Hence 
~'y3n. [prob. var. of chick] 

chuck3, v.t., & n. Jerk under the chin 
(n. & v.); fling, throw, (n. & v.) with con¬ 
tempt, carelessness, ease, (the ~, si., 
dismissal, as give one the ~); ~ away, 
waste, lose (chance etc.); ~ up the sponge, 
give up contest or attempt; ~ up, 
abandon in disgust; ~ out, expel (trouble¬ 
some person) from meeting, music-hall, 
etc., whence ||~'ER1-out n.; (si.) ~ it, 
cease; ~-farthing, kind of quoit game 
with coins, also pitch and toss, [in 16th c. 
chock, of uncert. orig.; perk, f. F choquer 
to knock] 

chuck1, n., & v.t. Contrivance in lathe 
& the like for holding work to be operated 
on; (vb) fix (wood etc.) to this. [var. of 
chock 1] 

chuck6, n. (si.). Food, grub; hard ~ 
(Naut.), ship’s biscuit; *—wagon, provi¬ 
sion-cart accompanying pioneers etc. 
[orig. unkn.] 

chuc'kle, v.i., & n. (Indulge in) sup¬ 
pressed laughter, laugh with closed mouth, 
(show) signs of glee; exult over; (make) 
hen’s call. [f. chuck1, -le(3)] 

chuc'kle-head (-hSd), n., chuc'kle- 
headed (-h6d-), a. Dolt(ish); stupid 
(fellow), [f. chuckle blockish, prob. rel. to 
chuck1] 

chudd'ar, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Large sheet, 
worn as shawl or head-covering by 
Indian women. [Hind, chadar ] 

chug, n. Characteristic sound of oil- 
-engine or small petrol-engine when 
running slowly (also as v.i., esp. of ex¬ 
haust gases), [imit. ] 

chukk'er, chukk'a, n. (polo). Each of the 
periods into which the game is divided. 
[Hind, chakar) 

chum, v.i. (-mm-), & n. 1. Occupy rooms 
together, whence ~m,ERY(3) n.; be 
intimate; ~ up (colloq.), form intimacy 
(with). 2. n. Familiar friend (esp. now 
among boys); (Australia) new ~, recent 
immigrant, greenhorn, [from 1684; prob. 
short for chamber-fellow (1580), esp. at 
Oxford] 

chump, n. Short thick lump of wood; 
II thick end, esp. of loin of mutton (so 
~ chop); (colloq.) head, II esp. off one’s 
~, mad with excitement etc.; (si.) fool, 
blockhead, [mod. form, combining perh. 
chunk + lump etc. ] 

chunk, n. (colloq.). Thick lump cut off 
(wood, bread, cheese, etc.), [prob. var. of 
chuck4 ] 

chupatt'y, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Small flat 
cake of coarse unleavened bread. [Hind. 
chapdti] 

churchl, n. Building for public Christian 
worship, II esp. according to established 
religion of country; all Christians (C~ 
militant, Christians on earth warring 
against evil); an organized Christian 
society of any time (primitive C~), coun¬ 
try (C~ of Scotland), or distinguishing 
principle (reformed C~); C~ of England, 
English or Anglican C~, English branch 
of Western or Latin Church rejecting 
Pope’s supremacy since reformation; 
Established C~, recognized by State, as 
C’—' of England, Scotland; organization, 
clergy & other officers, of a religious 
society or corporation; clerical profession 
(go into the C~, take holy orders); high, 

LOW1, broad, ~, parties with different 
views of doctrine & discipline, whence 
~'man, ~'ism(3), nn.; public worship 
(go to, after, ~; —time; —goer, -going); 
C~ Army, C.E. mission to working classes 
founded by Preb. Carlile in 1882; C~ 
Commissioners, body administering the 
assets & revenue of C~ of England; 
~'ra<m, woman, manship, member, 
membership, of ~; poor as a ~ mouse, of 
poor person; ||~-ra<e, levied by vestry for 
maintenance of parish ~ & its services; 
~ service, public worship, II book with 
Common Prayer, proper lessons, etc.; 
~-text, black letter in monumental in¬ 
scriptions; ~ward'en, elected lay repre¬ 
sentative of parish (usu. one of two, 
elected one by incumbent, one by 
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parishioners), II also long clay pipe; 
—'yard, enclosed ground in which ~ 
stands, sometimes used for burial (||~- 
yard cough, heralding death; fat ~yard, 
many deaths). Hence~'LESSa.,~'WARD(s) 
adv. [OE cir(i)ce, OS kirika, OHG 
kirihha f. WG * kirika f. med. Gk kurikon 
f. Gk kuriakon (sc. doma) Lord’s (house) 
f. lcurios lord; sec kirk] 

church2, v.t. Bring (woman) to church to 
have thanks offered for delivery of child. 
[f. prec.] 

church'iy, a. Obtrusively or intolerantly 
devoted to church or opposed to dissent. 
Hence ~1fy v.t.,—iNESSn. [-Y2] 

churl, n. Person of low birth (gentleman 
or ~); peasant, boor; ill-bred fellow; 
cross-grained or niggardly person, whence 
~,ish1 a., ~'xshLY2 adv., ~'ishuESS n. 
[OE ceorl, MLG kerle f. WG *kerl- man, 
cogn. w. carl(e) ] 

churn, n., & v.t. & i. (Agitate milk or 
cream, produce butter, in) butter-making 
machine; work this machine; stir (liquid) 
about, make it froth; (of sea etc.) wash to 
and fro, foam, seethe; II large milk-can 
of ~ shape; <—dash(er), -staff, appliance 
for agitating milk in ~ ; a ~ing, amount 
of butter made at once. [OE cyrin, MDu., 
MLG kerne, ON kirna f. Gmc *kernjon ] 

chufr, v.i., & n. (Make) deep trill &3 of 
nightjar, [imit., cf. chirr] 

chut, int. of impatience, [imit. ] 
chute (shoot), n. Smooth rapid descent of 
water over slope; sloping channel, slide, 
with or without water, for conveying 
things to lower level (also shoot); slope 
for shooting rubbish down; toboggan- 
-slide. [conflation of F chute fall (of water 
etc.) w. some senses of shoot] 

chul'ney (pi. ~s), -nee, n. Hot Indian 
condiment of fruits, chillies, etc. [f. 
Hind, chafni] 

chyle (kil), n. White milky fluid formed 
by action of pancreatic juice & bile on 
chyme, [f. LL chylus f. Gk khulos juice 
(khu- pour)] 

chylo- (ki-), comb, form of Gk khulos 
CHYLE. 

chyme (kim), n. Food converted by 
gastric secretion into acid pulp. [f. LL f. 
Gk khumos juice (khu- pour); khumos & 
khulos, synonyms, were differentiated by 
Galen ] 

chym'ist(ry). Old spelling of CHEMiST(r.Y). 
chymo- (ki-), comb, form of Gk khumos 

CHYME. 
cibdr'ium, n. (Archit.) canopy, canopied 
shrine; receptacle for reservation of 
Eucharist, shaped like shrine, or cup 
with arched cover, [f. LL f. Gk kiborion 
seed-vessel of water-lily, cup so shaped] 

cicad'a, cica'la, ciga'la, (-ah-), n. 
Transparent-winged shrill-chirping insect. 
[L cicada, \t.-cala, F-gale] 

cic'atrice, cicat'rix, n. (-ix, pi. -fees, L 
form in scientific use). Scar of healed 
wound; scar on tree bark; (Bot.) mark 

Cimmerian 

left on stem by fall of leaf etc., hilum of 
seed. Hence cicatri'ciAL (-shl), cicat- 

ricosE1, aa. [ME, f. OF cicatrice or L 
cicatric- (nom. -ix)] 

cicat'ric(ii)le, n. (Biol.) germ of chick, 
round white spot on yolk, tread; (Bot.) 
= prec. [f. L cicatricula (prec., -ule)] 

clc'atriz|e, -is|e (-1z), v.t. & i. Heal, skin 
over, (t. & i.); mark with scars. Hence 
r—'A’tion n. [f. F cicatriser f. LL cicalricare 
(cicatrice) w. assim. to -iser, -ize] 

ci'cely, n. Kinds of umbelliferous plant 
(sweet, wild, rough, ~). [f. L f. Gk seselis 
seseli w. assim. to the woman’s name 
(= Cecilia)] 

ciceron'e (chlche-), n. (pi. -oni pr. -one), 
& v.t. (Conduct traveller etc. as) guide 
who understands & explains antiquities 
etc. [It., f. L Ciceronem nom. -o the 
Roman orator] 

Ciceron'ian, a. & n. Eloquent, classical, 
or rhythmical, as Cicero’s style; (n.) 
person learned in or admiring Cicero. 
Hence ~ism(3, 4) n. [f. L Ciceronianus 
(prec., -ian)] 

cicisbeo (chichizba'd), n. (pi. -bei pr. 
-bae). Hecognized gallant of married 
woman. So cicisbe'iSM(3) n. [It. ] 

Cid, n. The ~, title (lord) of Huy Diaz, 
llth-c. Christian champion against Moors, 
& of epic relating his deeds. [Sp., f. Arab. 
sayyid ] 

-cide, suf. forming nouns meaning (1) 

slayer of (F, f. L -dda) or (2) slaughter of 
(F, f. L -cidium) both f. L caedere kill; 
taken f. L as parricide, or formed on L 
nn. as regicide or Gk nn. as dendricide or 
joc. on E nn. as birdicide. 

cid'er, n. Fermented drink from apple- 
-juice; ~-cup ; —press, for squeezing juice 
from apples. [ME & OF sidre f. LL f. Gk 
sikera f. Heb. shekar strong drink] 

ci-devant (see Ap.), a. or adv. Former(ly), 
that has been (with the earlier name or 
state). [F] 

cigala. See cicada. 

cigar', n. Roll of tobacco-leaf for smok¬ 
ing; ~-shaped, cylindrical with pointed 
end(s); •—holder, mouthpiece holding 
[f. Sp. cigarro] 

cigarette', n. Small cylinder of cut 
tobacco or of narcotic or medicated 
substance rolled in paper for smoking, 
ff. F dim. of cigare, -ette] 

cil'ila, n. pi. Eyelashes; similar fringe on 
leaf, insect’s wing, etc.; (Physiol.) hair- 
like vibrating organs on animal & 
vegetable tissue, serving many lower 
water animals for locomotion. Hence 
—ary1, ~ate2, —ated, aa., ~a'tion n. 
[pi. of L cilium eyelash] 

cil'lce, n. (Garment of) hair-cloth. [F, or 
f. L f. Gk kilikion (Kilikia Cilicia); OE 
cilic f. L] 

Cimme'rian, a. Thick, gloomy, (of dark¬ 
ness, night, etc.), [f. L f. Gk kimmerios (of 
Cimmerii, people in perpetual night)+ 
-AN] 
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•cinch, n., & v.t. 1. Saddle-girth used in 
Mexico etc.; (si.) sure thing, a certainty. 
2, v.t. Put ~ on. [Sp. cincha] 

cinchon'a (-ko-), n. Kinds of evergreen 
tree yielding cinchona bark or Peruvian 
bark & quinine; the bark, drug made from 
it & highly esteemed as tonic & febrifuge. 
Hence cinchonA'CEOtrs a., cin'choniNE6, 
cin'choniSM(5), nn., cin'choniZE(5) v.t., 
(-ko-). [Countess of Chinchon, introducer 
of drug_in Spain 1640] 

Cincinnat'us, n. Great man in retirement 
who can be called upon in a crisis. 
[ Homan hero called from plough to 
dictatorship (5th c. b.c.)] 

cinc'ture, n., & v.t. (Surround with or as 
with a) girdle, belt, fillet, border, [f. L 
cinclura (cingere cinct- gird, -URE) ] 

cin'der, n. Slag; residue of coal, wood, 
etc., that has ceased to flame (whether 
cold or not) but has still combustible 
matter in it; (loosely in pi.) ashes; — 
-path, running-track laid with fine ~s; 
~-sifter, for separating ~s from ashes. 
Hence~Y2 a. [OE siruler, ( = OHG sintar, 
ON sindr), w. assim. to the unconnected 
F ccndre & L cinis] 

Cinderell'a, n. Person of unrecognized 
merit or beauty; ~ dance or ~, dance 
closing at twelve o’clock, [allusions to 
fairy-tale] 

cin'e-, comb, form of cinema ; so: — 
-camera (for taking cinematographic 
photographs); ~-film; ~-projector; ~- 
-variety, vaudeville entertainment includ¬ 
ing a cinema show. 

cin'ema, n. Cinematograph theatre; the 
~, cinematography, moving pictures. 
Hence cinemat'ic a., relating to, having 
the qualities characteristic of, the ~. 
[abbr. of foil.] 

cinematograph (-ahf), n., & v.t. & i. 
1. Apparatus producing pictures of 
motion by the rapid projection on a 
screen of a great number of photographs 
taken successively on a long film ; = prec. 
2. v.t. Make ~ film of (scone), film : (v.i.) 
use ~. Hence cinematograph'io a., 
-icalLY2 adv., cinematog'raphY1 n. 
[f. F cinimatographe f. Gk kinema -atos 
movement (kineo move), see -graph ] 

cinerar'ia, n. Bright-flowered composite 
plant, grown chiefly under glass, [f. L 
cinerarius of ashes f. cinis -eris ashes 
(ash-coloured down on leaves)] 

cinerar'ium n. Recess in which a cinerary 
urn is deposited, [as prec. ] 

cin'erary, a. Of ashes (esp. ~ urn, holding 
ashes of dead after cremation), [as 
prec. ] 

ciner'eous, a. Ashen-grey (esp. of birds 
or plumage), [f. L cinereus (cinis -eris 
ashes)-F-ous] 

Cingalese' (-nggalez), a. & n. See Sin¬ 

halese. 
cine/ilium (-ngg-), n. Belt (used tech¬ 
nically in Surg., Anat., Zool., etc.). [L] 

cinn'aMr, n. & a. Red mercuric sulphide, 

circle 

vermilion (n. & a.), [f. L cinnabaris f. 
Gk /cinnabari f. Oriental source] 

cinn'amon, n. & a. (E.-Ind. tree with) 
aromatic inner bark used as spice; ~- 
-colour(ed), (of) yellowish-brown; ~ bear, 
~-coloured variety of the common N.- 
-American black bear; ~-slone, brown or 
yellow garnet. Hence or cogn. cinn'a- 
mATE *(3) n., cinnamom'ic, cinna- 
mon'ic, aa. [ME cin-, sinamome f. OF 
cinnamome f. L f. Gk kinnamomon f. 
Semit. (Heb. qinnamom); mod. form after 
later Gk (L) kinnamon ] 

cinque, cinq, (sink), n. The five at dice 
& cards, [f. OF cink f. L quinque five] 

cinquecen'to, cinquecen'tist, (chlnk- 
wi-chG-), nn. Italian styde of art, artist, 
of the ICth e. (15-) with reversion to 
classical forms. [It. (-o, -ista) with 
omission (in It.) of mil] 

cinq(ue)'foil (slnkf-), n. Kinds of plant 
with compound leaf of five leaflets; 
(Arcnit.) five-cusped ornament in circle or 
arch. [thr. OF f. L quinquefolium five- 
deaf] 

Cinque Ports (sink), n. pi. Certain ports 
(orig. five only) on SE coast with ancient 
privileges. [ME sink pors repr. OF cink 
porz, L quinque portus five ports ] 

ciph'er1, cy-, n. Arithmetical symbol (0) 
of no value in itself but multiplying num¬ 
ber it is placed after, and dividing 
decimal number it is placed before, by 
ten; person or thing of no importance; 
any Arabic figure; secret writing, thing 
so written, key to it; interlaced initials 
of person, company, etc., monogram; 
continued sounding of organ-note owing 
to defective valve. [ME, f. OF cyfre f. 
Arab, cifr zero ] 

ciph'er2, cy-, v.i. & t. Do arithmetic; 
work (usu. out) by arithmetic, calculate; 
put into secret writing (cf. decipher) ; (of 
organ-note) go ou sounding when not 
pressed, [f. prec. ] 

cip'olin, n. Italian white-&-green marble. 
[F, or f. its source cipollino (cipoila 
onion)] 

cir'ca, ctr'cXter, prepp. (abbr. c. or circ.). 
About (with dates). [L ] 

Circassian (-shn), a. & n. (Member, 
language) of a group of tribes of Caucasian 
race living in the Kuban province of 
Russia, [f. Circassia f. Russ. Tcherkess] 

Cir'ce, n. Enchantress, temptress. Hence 
Cit'ce'AN a. [proper name in Gk myth. ] 

efr'einate, a. (bot.). (With leaves) rolled 
up from apex to base, as in most ferns, 
[f. L circinare make round (circinus com¬ 
passes, -ATE2)] 

cfr'clel, n. 1. (Line enclosing) perfectly 
round plane figure (square the ~, find 
square of same area as given ~, attempt 
impossibilities; great, small, ~, ~ on 
surface of sphere whose plane passes, 
does not pass, through sphere’s centre; 
tolar, arctic, antarctic, ~); (loosely) 
roundish enclosure; orbit of planet; ring; 
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road, railway, etc. whose ends meet, 
allowing traffic to circulate continuously; 
curved tier of seats at theatre etc. (dress 
~, tipper ~, more & less expensive); 
(Archaeol.) ring of stones as at Stone¬ 
henge; run round in (colloq.), bo 
fussily busy with little result. 2. Period, 
cycle, round, (come full~, end at starting- 
-polnt); circling-feat in gymnastics; 
complete series. 3. (Logic, often vicious 
~) fallacy of proving proposition from 
another that rests on it for proof. 4. 
Action & reaction that intensify each 
other (often vicious ~). 5. Persons 
grouped round centre of interest; set, 
coterie, class, (.first, upper, ~s; ~s in 
which one moves). 6. Area of influence, 
action, etc., sphere. Hence ~wise (-lw-) 
adv. [ME & OF cercle f. L circulus dim. 
of circus ring; OE circul, & mod. sp., 
f. L] 

cir'cle2, v.t. & i. Encompass (poet.); 
encompass round, about; move in a circle 
round, about; (Gym.) revolve round bar 
in various ways; be passed round (of 
wine etc.); (Mil.) sweep round on moving 
flank (of cavalry, cf. wheel2); (p.p.) 
rounded, marked with circles. [ME, f. 
prec., or OF cercler ] 

cfi'c'let, n. Small circle; circular band, 
esp. of gold, jewelled, etc., worn on head 
or elsewhere, [f. F cerclet (circle1, -et)] 

circs, n. pi. (colloq.). Circumstances, 
[abbr. ] 

cfrc'uit (-kit), n. Line enclosing an area, 
distance round; area enclosed; round¬ 
about journey ; sequence of changes, acts, 
etc.; chain of theatres, cinemas, etc., 
under a single management; journey of 
judge in particular district to hold courts, 
this district (eight in Eng. & Wales), the 
barristers (member of a ~) making the ~; 
group of local Methodist churches form¬ 
ing a minor administrative unit ( 
rider, itinerant preacher serving a ~); 
(Electr.) path of current (short ~, faulty 
shortening of a~ by defective insulation). 
[ME, f. OF or L circuitus f. ciRCUM(ire it- 
go)] 

circu'itous, a. Roundabout, indirect. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. LL 
circuitosus (circuit, -ose l) ] 

cfrc'iilar, a. & n. Round in superficies; 

moving in a circle (II ~ tour, ending where 
it began by different route, ~ ticket, for 
this); (Logic) of, using, the vicious 
circle 1; addressed to a circle of persons, 
customers, etc. (~ note, banker’s letter of 
credit in traveller’s favour to several 
foreign bankers; ~ letter or ~, notice, 
advertisement, etc., reproduced for dis¬ 
tribution ; of, like, the geometrical 
circle; ~ saw, toothed disc revolving by 
machinery for sawing. Hence efreu- 
la'riTY n., ~ly2 adv. [ME circuler f. AF 
-er (OF -ier) f. LL circularis (circle, -ar1)] 

ciTc'ularize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Send circulars 
to. [-IZE(l)] 

cf?c,ulatle, v.i. & t. Go round (blood 

~es through veins, water in pipes, wine on 

table, newspaper to circle of readers); (of 

decimals) = recur; send round, give 

currency to, (book, report, scandal, etc.); 

library, with books taken by sub¬ 
scribers in succession; ~inp medium, 
notes, gold, etc., used in exchango. [f. L 
drculare (circle1), -ate3] 

cf?cula'tion, n. Movement of blood from 
and to heart, similar movement of sap 
etc.; movement to and fro (~ of water, 
atmosphere, etc.); transmission, distri¬ 
bution, (of news, books, etc.); number of 
copies sold, esp. of newspapers; currency, 
coin, etc. [F, or f. L circulatio (circulare 
see prec., -ation)] 

cfrc'ulative, a. Inclined to, promoting, 
circulation, [as prec., -rvE] 

cffc'ulator, n. One who circulates news, 
coin, etc. [as prec., -or; earlier also f. L 
circulator peddler, quack] 

cfrc'ulatory, a. Of circulation of blood 
or sap. [f. L circulatorius (as prec., -ORY)] 

ciTcum-, pref. = L adv. & prep, circum 
round, about, used (1) adverbially, as 
circumvagant wandering round or about; 
(2) prepositionally, as circumocular sur¬ 
rounding the eye. E wds are some f. 
L (direct, as circumscribe, or thr. F as 
circumcise), & some formed in E on L 
elements as circumambient. 

cfrcumam'bi;ent, a. Surrounding (esp. 
of air or other fluid). Hence ~ency n. 
[CIRCUM-(l) + AMBIENT] 

cffcumam'buljate, v.t. & i. Walk round 
(place etc.); walk about; beat about the 
bush. Hence ~a'tion n., ~atORY a. [f. 
LL ciRCUM(arafru(are walk), -ate3] 

efi’eumben'dibus, n. (joc.). Roundabout 
method; circumlocution. [cntCUM-(l), 
bend, ending of L abl. pi. case] 

cir’c'umcise (-z), v.t. Cut off foreskin of 
(as Jewish or Mohammedan rite, or 
surgically); purify (~ the heart, passions, 
etc.). [ME, f. OF circonciser, or circoncis- 
stem of circoncire, f. L ciRCUM(cidere 
-cis- - caeelere cut)] 

circumci'sion (-izhn), n. Act or rite of, 
spiritual purification by, circumcising; 
(Bibl.) the~, the Jews; (Eccl.) festival of 
C~ of Christ, 1st Jan. [ME, f. OF f. LL 
circumeisionem (as prec., -ion)] 

circum'ference, n. Encompassing boun¬ 
dary, esp. of figure enclosed by curve, as 
circle; distance round. So cihcum- 

feren'tiAL (-shl) a. [ME, f. OF f. L 
cmcuM.(ferentia f. ferre bear, -ence)] 

cffc'umflex, a. & n., & v.t. ~ (accent), 
mark ( " or ~ in Gk, “ elsewhere) placed 
over vowel to indicate contraction, 
length (e.g. vid), or special quality (vb, 
mark thus); (Anat.) curved, bending 
round something else, (~ artery, muscle, 
etc.), [f. L circum (flexus p.p. of flectere 
bend) transl. of Gk perispomenos; see 
perispomenon ] 

circum'flu|ent (-lot)-), a. Flowing round. 
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surrounding. Hence ~ENCE n. [f. L cir¬ 

cum (fluent f. fluere flow, -ent)] 

circum'fluous (-lot)-), a. = prec.; sur¬ 
rounded by water, [f. L cmcuM/l«u.s 
flowing or flowed round (fluere flow) + -ous ] 

cu‘cumfu|se' (-z), v.t. Pour (fluid) about 
or round (object); surround, bathe, 
(object with, or of fluid as subj.). So 
~'SI0N (-zhn) n. [f. L cmc\JM(fundere fus- 
pour)] 

circumigyr'ate, v.i. Turn, wheel, travel, 
round. Hence ~gyrA'TiON n. [clrcum-(I) 
+ GYRATE] 

cir'cumja'cent, a. Situated around, [f. 
L circum(jacent- part. st. of jacere lie)] 

clrcumlltt'oral, a. Bordering the shore. 
[Circum-(2) +L lil(t)us -oris shore+ -AL] 

circumlocu'tion, n. Use of many words 
where few would do; evasive talk; a 
roundabout expression; C'~ Office., dila¬ 
tory Government office. Hence ~al, 

~ary\ (-shon-), cfr'cumloc'utORY, aa., 
~ist(1) (-shon-) n. [F, or f. L clrcum- 
(locutio LOCUTION)] 

cir'cumnav'igatle, v.t. Sail round (esp. 
the globe or world). Hence ~or n. [f. L 
circum (navigare navigate)] 

cfi'cumnut'late, v.i. (bot.). Bend towards 
all points of compass successively (of 
growing parts of plant). Hence ~a'tion n. 
[CIRCUM-(l), NUTATE] 

circumpol'ar, a. (Astron.)~ star, motion, 
etc., above horizon throughout diurnal 
course; (Geog.) about, near, one of the 
earth’s poles. [clrcum-(2), L polus pole2, 

-ar 1 ] 
ciTc'umscrlbe, v.t. Draw line round; 
(Geom.) describe (figure) round another 
touching it at points, but not cutting it; 
lay down limits of, confine, restrict; 
define logically; sign (round robin), 
whence circumscrib'ER1 n. [f. L cir- 

cvM(scribere script- write) ] 
cii’cumscrip'tion, n. Having, marking 
out, or imposing, of limits; boundary; 
limited district; definition; (Geom.) cir¬ 
cumscribing (see prec.); inscription round 
coin etc. [f. L circumscriptio (prec.), 
-ION] 

cj'rcumsol'ar, a. Revolving round, being 
near, the sun. [clrcum-(2), sol1, -ar1] 

cfrc'umspect, a. Cautious, wary, taking 
everything into account. Hence or cogn. 
ciTcumspec'tiON, ~ness, nn., ~ive a., 
~ly2 adv. [f. L circum(spicere spect- 
— specere look)] 

ciTc'umstance, n. 1. (pi.). Time, place, 
manner, cause, occasion, etc., surround¬ 
ings, of an act; external conditions 
affecting or that might affect an agent 
(in, under, the ~s, owing to or making 
allowance for them; under no ~s, not 
whatever happens, never); material 
welfare (in good, bad, easy, reduced, 
straitened, ~s). 2. (sing.). Full detail in 
narrative; ceremony, fuss, (without , 
unceremoniously; pomp & ~); incident, 
occurrence, fact (esp. the ~ that). Hence 

cist 

cfT’c'umstancED2 (-st) a. [ME f. OF, or 
f. L ciRCUM(staniia f. part, of stare stand)] 

cflcumstan'tial (-shl), a. Depending on 
subordinate details (~ evidence, estab¬ 
lishing the doubtful main fact by infer¬ 
ence from known facts otherwise hard to 
explain); adventitious, incidental; with 
many details (~ story). Hence efreum- 
stantial'iTY (-shl-) n., ~ly2 (-shal-) adv. 
[as prec. +-al] 

cfl'cumvall'ate, v.t., cffcumvalla'tion, 
n. (Surround with) rampart or entrench¬ 
ment; process of doing this. [f. L 
ciRCUM(«oltare f. vallum rampart), see 
-ATE3, -ATION ] 

circum|vent', v.t. Entrap; overreach, 
outwit. So ~ven'tiON n. [f. L circum- 
(venire vent- come)] 

cffcumvolu'tion (-loo-), n. Rolling 
round; coil; period; sinuous movement, 
[f. L ciRCUM(r>otoere volut- roll), -ion] 

cfrc'us, n. Rounded or oval arena lined 
with tiers of seats for equestrian & other 
exhibitions; amphitheatre of hills; II open 
circle with streets converging on it; 
travelling show of horses, riders, etc. 
[L, = ring] 

cirque (-k), n. Arena, natural amphi¬ 
theatre, (chiefly poet. & rhet.). [F, f. L 
as prec.] 

cirrhos'is (siro-), n. Disease of liver, 
chiefly alcoholic. [Gk kirrhos tawny, 
-osis] 

cirri-, cirro-, comb, form of cirrus. 
Hence cIitIf'erous, ci'rriFORM, aa., & 
names of cloud-forms as cirro-cum’ulus. 
[-I-, -0-] 

ci'rrxped, -ede, n. Marine animal in 
valved shell attached to other bodios, 
with legs like curl of hair. [f. F cirri(pbde 
f. L pes pedis foot)] 

ci'rrus, n. (pi. -ri). (Bot.) tendril; (Zool.) 
slender appendage, as beard of fishes, 
feet of cirripeds; (Meteor.) form of cloud 
with diverging filaments liko lock of hair 
or wool. Hence cirrosE'1, cl'rrous, aa. 
[L, = curl] 

cis-, pref. = on this side of, opp. to trans- 
or ultra-, retaining in some orig. L wds 
the Roman sense (cispadane, cisalpine, 
S. or Rome-wards of Po, Alps), but usu. 
w. ref. to speaker’s or majority’s position 
(cismonlatic, N. of Alps or non-Italian; 
cis-Leithan, W. of Leitha, Austrian, non- 
-Hungarian; cis-pontine, in London, on 
northern or better-known side of bridges 
or Thames); prefixed to the adj. form of 
the second element; often used in wds 
made for the nonce in opposition to 
wds in trans- or ultra- (transatlantic c£* 
cisatlantic); also of time as cis-Eliza- 
bethan. [L prep.] 

•clss'y, si-, n. (si.). Effeminate person. 
[ult. f. SISTER] 

cist, n. (archaeol.). Prehistoric stone or 
hollowed-tree coffin; round receptacle 
used esp. for sacred purposes, [f. L f. Gk 
kiste box] 
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CisHTr'cian (-shn), n. & a. (Monk) of 
order founded 1098 at Cistercium or 
Citeaux, stricter offshoot of Benedictines, 
also called Bernardine as patronized by 
St Bernard of Clairvaux. [-an] 

cis'tern, n. Reservoir for storing water, 
esp. one on upper storey or level with 
pipes supplying taps on lower levels (also 
fig., of pond), [f. OF cisterne f. L cisterna 
(cista see cist) cf. caverna] 

cis'tus, n. Kinds of shrub with large 
white or red flowers. [f. L f. Gk 
kistos] 

cit, n. (arch.). Citizen (usu. in derogatory 
sense), [abbr. of citizen] 

cit'adel, n. Fortress, esp. one guarding or 
dominating city; last retreat of hard- 
-pressed party, belief, etc. [f. F citadelle f. 
It. cittadella dim. of citlade f. L civitatem 
CITY] 

cite, v.t. Summon to appear in law-court; 
quote (passage, book, author) in support 
of a position; mention as example. Hence 
or cogn. cit'able a., citA'TlON n., (also) 
‘mention in an official dispatch, [f. F 
oiler f. L citare f. ciere set moving] 

cith'er, n. (arch, or poet.) = foil. [f. F 
cithare or G zither; see foil.] 

cith'ern, citt'ern, n. (arch, or poet.). 
Wire-stringed lute-like instrument usu. 
played with plectrum. [16th c. Eng. 
form, w. assim. to cittern, of L cithara, 
Gk kiihara harp] 

cit'izen, n. Burgess, freeman, of city; 
townsman: ‘civilian; member, native 
or naturalized, of a State (usu. of; ~ of 
the world, cosmopolitan); inhabitant of. 
Hence ~hood, ~ry, ~ship, nn. [ME 
cilesein f. AF alt. (perh. after denizen) of 
OF cileain (city, -an)] 

cltole', n. (hist.). = cithern. [ME, OF, 
app. as cithern with dim. ending] 

citr-, comb, form of foil. Hence cit'rATE1 
(3) n. 

cit ric, a. (chem.). Of citron (esp. ~ acid). 
[f. F citrique f. L citrus citron 4- -ic] 

cit'rine, a. Lemon-coloured. [ME & OF 
citrint. LL *citrinus (citron, -ine1)] 

citro-. = citr-. 

cit'ron, n. (Tree bearing) lemon-like but 
larger, less acid, & thicker-skinned fruit. 
[F, f. L citrus, after limon lemon] 

clfronell'a, n. Fragrant ethereal oil 
obtained from a tropical grass, used for 
keeping insects away. [mod. L, as 
citron] 

Cit'rus, n. The genus including the citron, 
lemon, lime, orange, etc. [L ] 

cittern. See cithern. 

cit'y, n. (Loosely) important town; 
II (strictly) town created city by charter, 
e3p. as containing cathedral (but not all 
cathedral towns are cities, nor vice 
versa); ‘municipal corporation occupy¬ 
ing a definite area; ~ of refuge ; Holy C'~, 

Jerusalem, Heaven; Eternal C~, C~ of 
the Seven Hills, Rome; Celestial C~, 
Heavenly C~, C~ of God, Paradise; || the 

civilize 

C~, part of London governed by Lord 
Mayor & Corporation, business part of 
this, commercial circles, II (C~ man, in 
commerce or finance; C~ article, in news¬ 
paper on these; C~ Company, corporation 
representing ancient trade-guild); C~ 
editor, one who deals with the financial 
news of a daily or weekly journal; ~ 
stale, a city that is also an independent 
sovereign state. Hence (-)citiED2 (-tid), 
~less, aa., ~ward(s) adv. [ME cite f. OF 
f. L civitatem (civis citizen, -TY)] 

civ'et, n. (Also —cat) carnivorous quad¬ 
ruped between fox & weasel in size & 
look; strong musky perfume got from 
anal glands of this. [f. F civette ult. f. 
Arab, zabad] 

civ'ic, a. Of, proper to, citizens (~ crown, 
oak-garland, Roman honour to one who 
saved fellow-citizen’s life in war); of city, 
municipal (~ guard, policeman, -men, in 
Eire); of citizenship, civil, (~ virtues, 
activity), whence civ'ics n. Hence 
civ'ically adv. [f. L civicus (civis citizen, 
-ic)] 

civ(v)'ies (-viz),n. pi. (si.). Civilian clothes, 
[abbr.] 

civ'il, a. 1. Of gregarious men (~ society, 
life); of a citizen community (~ institu¬ 
tions; ~ war, confined to this, between 
fellow-citizens, The C~ War, in Engl., be¬ 
tween Charles I & Parliament, in U.S., 
War of Secession); ~ disobedience (India), 
refusal to pay taxes, obey laws, etc., as 
part of a political campaign; of, becom¬ 
ing, a citizen (~ rights, liberty; ~ spirit). 
2. Polite, obliging, not rude, whenco 
(with pi. = favours) cIvII'ity n. 3. Not 
naval, military, etc. (~ defence, civilian 
organization for dealing esp. with air 
raids; ~ engineer1; C~ Service, all non- 
-warlike branches of State administration, 
C~ Servant, member of one of them). 
4. Not ecclesiastical (~ magistrates, & 
formerly ~ law; ~ marriage, solemnized 
as~ contract without religious ceremony). 
5. Not criminal (~ law, concerning ques¬ 
tions of private rights merely). 6. Not 
natural or astronomical (~ day, year, as 
recognized for dating etc.). 7. C~ Law, 
Roman law (so D.C.L.; & see above); 
II ~ list, Parliamentary allowance for 
sovereign’s household & royal pensions. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [F, f. L civilis (civis 
citizen, -il) ] 

civil'ian (-yan), n. & a. (Person) not in or 
of navy or army or air force. Hence 
~ize(3) v.t., convert (Service post) into a 
~ one, ~Iza'tion n. [f. civil +-ian; 

earlier (ME) ‘one learned in Civil Law’ f. 
OF civilien] 

civiiisa'tion, -is- (-iz-), n. Making or 
becoming civilized; stage, esp. advanced 
stage, in social development; civilized 
States, [f. foil. -F-ation] 

civ'Iliz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Bring out of 
barbarism, enlighten, refine; ~e away, 
get rid of (barbarous habits etc.). Hence 
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~able a., ~er1 n. [f. F civiliser, see 
civil, -ize(3)] 

Civv'y Street, n. (si.). Civilian life, [abbr.] 
clack, n., & v.i. 1. Sharp sound as of 
boards struck together; flap-valve in 
pumps etc.; clatter of tongues. 2. v.i. 
Chatter loudly; make sound as of clog3 
on stone. [ME clack to chatter, prate 
prob. f. ON klaka chatter, twitter; of 
imit. orig.; cf. OHG Iclecken, Du. klaklcen, 
F claquer] 

clad. See clothe. 

clad(o)-, comb, form of Gk klados young 
shoot, in bot. terms as cladocarp’ous with 
fruit on lateral branchlets. 

claim1, v.t. Demand as one’s due 
(recognition etc., to be, that one should 
be, recognized etc.); represent oneself as 
having (~ the victory, accuracy); profess to 
(be the owner, have told the truth); de¬ 
mand recognition of the fact that; con¬ 
tend, assert; (of things) deserve (csp. 
attentum). Hence ~'able a.. ~'ant(1) n. 
[ME, f. OF claim-, tonic stem of clamor f. 
L clamare call out ] 

claim2, n. Demand for something as dire 
(lay ~ to); right, title, to thing, right to 
make demand cm person; (Mining etc.) 
piece of land allotted; -jumper, one 
who appropriates a mining ~ already 
taken by another. [ME, f. OF claime f. 
clamer see prec. ] 

clairvoy'ance, n. Faculty of seeing men¬ 
tally what is happening or exists out of 
sight; exceptional insight. [F, f. clair¬ 
voyant (-ANCE, -ANT) f. Clair CLEAR-fpart. 
of voir see] 

clairvoy'ant, n. (occas. fern, -(e), & a. 
(Person) having clairvoyance. [F, = 
clear-sighted, see prec. ] 

clam1, var. of clamp1 in tech, senses. 
[ME f. OE clam bond, fetter = OHG 
klamma (G dial, klamm), also MHG, G 
klemme, f. Gmc *klam- press or squeeze 
together] 

clam2, n. Various bivalve shellfish, esp. 
the N.-Amer. hard or round, & soft or 
long, ~, used for food. [16th c. ~-shell, 
app. f. prec.] 

clam'ant, a. Noisy, insistent; urgent, [f. 
L clamare cry out, -ant] 

clam'ber, v.i., & n. Climb with hands & 
feet; climb with difficulty or labour, 
[prob. f. clamb (obs. past tense of climb) + 
-er6 ; cf. obs. (16-17tb c.) climber] 

clamm'ly, a. Moist, usu. cold, & sticky or 
slimy (of the hand, ill-baked bread, any 
surface). Hence ~ily2 adv., ~1ness n. 

[f. obs. or dial, clam (vb smear, adj. 
‘clammy’) +-Y2; cf. OE clam clay] 

clam'our(-mer), n., & v.i. & t. Shout(ing); 
(make) loud appeal, complaiut, or de¬ 
mand (abs., or for, against, to do; also 
as v.t., ~ down, silence, ~ out of, into, 
force by ~); (make) confused noise. So 
clam'orous a., clam'orousLY2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF f. L clamorem (clamare CLAIM1)] 

clamp1, n., & v.t. (also clam in some tcch- 

clapper 

nical uses of n.). 1. Brace, clasp, or band, 
usu. of iron, for strengthening other 
materials or holding things together; 
various appliances or tools with opposite 
sides connected by screw for holding or 
compressing. 2. v.t. Strengthen, fasten 
together, with ~ or ~s. [14th c., prob. f. 
MDu., MLG klamp(e), alt. f. same root as 
clam 1 ] 

clamp2, n., & v.t. 1. Pile (of bricks for 
burning, potatoes etc. under straw & 
earth, turf, peat, garden rubbish, etc.). 
2. v.t. Pile (bricks etc.) up. [16th c., f. 
Du. klamp heap, in brick-making] 

clan, n. Scottish Highlanders with com¬ 
mon ancestor, esp. while under patri¬ 
archal control (—s'man, member, fellow 
member, of ~); tribe; family holding 
together, whence ~n'isn1 a., ~n'ishLYa 
adv., ~n'ishNESS n.; party, coterie; 
genus, species, class, [f. Gael, clann f. L 
PLANT®] 

clandes'tine, a. Surreptitious, secret. 
Hence ~ly2 (-nl-) adv. [f. L clandeslinus 
(clam secretly)] 

clang, n., & v.i. & t. Loud resonant 
metallic sound (esp. of trumpet, arms, 
large bell, some birds); (vb) make, cause 
(thing) to make, this, [imit., but infl. by 
L clangere resound, clangor (of trumpets, 
birds)] 

clang'our (-ngger), n. Succession, pre¬ 
valence, of clanging noises. Hence 
clang'orocs a., clang'orousLY2 adv., 
(-ngg-). [f. L clangor (prec., -or)] 

clank, n., & v.i. & t. Sound as of heavy 
chain rattling; (vb) make, cause (bucket, 
chain, etc.) to make, this, [imit.; cf. 
clang, clink, Du. klank] 

clan'ship, n. The clan system; division 
into mutually jealous parties; devotion 
to a leader, [-ship] 

clap *, n. Explosive noise (of thunder, of 
hand-palms struck together); slap, pat, 
(arch.). [ME, app. f. foil.] 

clap2, v.i. & t. (-pp-). ~ one’s hands, 
~ (t. & i.), applaud by striking palms 
together loudly (also, usu. w. hands, 
strike them for warmth, as signal etc.); 
flap (wings) audibly; ~ on the back, slap 
so in encouragement or congratulation; 
put, place, quickly or energetically 
(spurs to horse, person in prison, duty on 
goods; ~ on all sail; ~ up peace, bargain, 
make hastily or carelessly; ~ eyes on, 
catch sight of, esp. w. neg.); '-'-net, 
fowler’s or entomologist’s, shut by pulling 
string. [ME clappe(n), OE clappian, 
OHG klapfdn, ON klappa f. Gmc *klapp- 
of imit. orig.] 

clap3, n. (not in decent use). Venereal 
disease, gonorrhoea, [orig. uncert.; cf. 
OF clapoir, obs. Du. klapoore bubo] 

•clap'board (-bold), n. = wEATHER-frocerd. 
[anglicized f. LG klappholt cask-stave] 

clapp'er, n. Tongue or striker of bell; 
hand or wind rattle for scaring birds. 
[CLAP2 -[--ER1] 
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clapp'erclaw, v.t. (arch.). Scratch & hit; 
abuse, criticize spitefully, [prec., claw ] 

clap'trap, n. & a. Language, sentiment, 
meant to catch applause; showy, [clap l, 
TRAP] 

claque (-ahk), claqueur' (-kdl), nn. 
Hired body of applauders, hired ap- 
plauder. [F] 

cla'rabella (-ahr-), n. Fluty organ-stop. 
[f. L clarus clear, bellus pretty] 

cla'rence, n. Four-wheeled close carriage 
with seats for four inside & two on box, 
four-wheeler cab. [Duke of C~ (William 
IV)] 

Cla'renc(i)eux (-su), n. Second king1 

of Arms. [AF (-ceux), f. Clarence (Clare 
in Suffolk), dukedom of Lionel son of 
Edw. Ill] 

cla'rendon, a. & n. (typog.). Thick¬ 
faced (type), thus, of various sizes, 

cla'ret, n. & a. Kinds of red French wine 
imported from Bordeaux (usu. blends of 
light wine with Benicarlo); (si.) blood 
(tap one’s ~, make his nose bleed with 
blow of fist); —colour(ed), reddish- 
-violet; artificial salmon-fly so coloured; 
—ctjp1. [ME, f. OF (vin) claret (orig. of 
wines of light red colour) f. clair clear] 

cla'rlfy, v.t. & i. Make clear (obscure 
subject, mind, sight); free from impuri¬ 
ties, make transparent, (liquid, butter, 
air, etc.); become transparent (lit., & 
fig. of literary style etc.). Hence clarific- 

a'tion n. [ME, f. OF clare-, clarifier or 
LL clarificare (clarus clear, -fy)] 

cla'rinet (also -et'), n. Wood-wind instru¬ 
ment with single-reed mouthpiece, holes, 
& keys; organ-stop of like quality. So 
clarinett'lST(3) n. [f. F clarincite dim, of 
clarine kind of bell] 

cla'rion, n. & a. Shrill narrow-tubed 
trumpet formerly used in war; rousing 
sound; organ-stop of ~ quality; (adj.) 
clear & loud. [ME clarion, -ioun, var. of 
OF claron (ult. f. L clarus clear, see 
-oon), cf. med. L clario(n-), claro(n-)] 

clarionet', n. = clarinet. [alt. f. 
CLARINET, after CLARION] 

cla'rity, n. Clearness. [ME & OF clarte 
f. L claritatem (clarus clear, -TY')1 

cl£tk'ia, n. Kinds of plant with showy 
flowers. [W. Clarke, U.S. explorer, -ia1] 

clar'y, n. Kind of pot-herb. [15th c. 
clary, somehow repr. med. L sclarea 
whence OE slarege, -ie] 

clash, v.i. & t., & n. (Make) loud broken 
sound as of collision, striking weapons, 
cymbals, bells rung together; encounter, 
conflict, (v.i., & n.); disagree(ment); be 
at variance with; colours ~, are discor¬ 
dant; rush or charge (vb) into, against, 
upon; ring (bells) all together, [imit.; 
cf. clack, clash, crack, crash] 

clasp1 (-ah-), n. Contrivance of inter¬ 
locking parts for fastening, buckle, 
brooch; metal fastening of book-cover; 
embrace, reach; grasp, handshake; bar 
of silver on medal-ribbon with name of 

occasion (in campaign commemorated by 
medal) at which wearer was present; 
~-knife, folding, with catch fixing blade 
W'hen open. [ME clasp, elapse, etym. 
unkn.; cf. hasp, (hapse)] 

clasp2 (-ah-), v.t. & i. Fasten (clasp); 
fasten (t. & i.) with or as clasp; encircle, 
hold closely, embrace; grasp (another’s 
hand; ~ hands, shake hands emotionally, 
make common cause; ~ one’s hands, 
interlace fingers), [partly f. prec.; w. 
some senses cf. grasp, grip, clasp, clip1] 

clas'per (-ah-), n. In vbl senses; esp., 
(pi.) appendages of some male fish & 
insects for holding the female. [-ER1 ] 

class (-ah-), n., & v.t. 1. Rank, order, of 
society (higher, upper, middle, lower, 
working, ~es; the~es, the rich or educated, 
opp. the masses); ~-co7i'scious(ness), esp. 
realizing & taking part in the conflict 
between the labouring & other ~es; caste 
system. 2. Set of students taught to¬ 
gether, their time of meeting, their course 
of instruction, *all college students of 
same standing, (~ -fellow, -mate, present 
or past member of same ~ with one; ~- 
-book, used by ~; —room, where ~ is 
taught). 3. (In foreign armies) all the 
recruits of a year (the 1960 ~). 4. || Divi¬ 
sion of candidates after examination (take 
a ~, gain honours; so ~'man opp. to pass¬ 
man; || '-'-list, issued by examiners). 
5. Division according to quality (so high, 
low, first, second, etc., -~, as adjj. of 
praise or depreciation, & first, second, 
~, of railway carriages etc.; no ~, 
si., quite inferior). 6. Number of indivi¬ 
duals having common name as like in any 
respect. 7. (Nat. Hist.) highest division 
(~, order, family, genus, species) of animal, 
vegetable, or mineral kingdom. 8. Dis¬ 
tinction, high quality (also attrib.). 9. v.t. 
Place in a ~; hence ~'able a. [f. F classe 
f. L classis assembly] 

class'ic, a. & n. 1. Of the first class, of 
allowed excellence; of the standard 
ancient Latin & Greek authors, art, or 
culture; of Latin & Greek antiquity; in 
the ~ style, simple, harmonious, pro¬ 
portioned, & finished (cf. romantic); 

having literary associations (~ ground)-, 
II ~ races, Two & One Thousand Guineas, 
Derby, Oaks, St Leger. 2. n. Writer, 
artist or work, example, of admitted 
excellence; ancient Greek or Latin writer; 
Latin and Greek scholar; follower of ~ 
models (cf. romantic); (pi.) classical 
studies, [f. F classique or L classicus; 
see -ic] 

class'ical, a. Standard, first-class, esp. in 
literature; of ancient Greek or Latin 
standard authors or art; learned in these; 
based on these (~ education)-, in, follow¬ 
ing, the restrained style of ~ antiquity 
(as prec., cf. romantic). Hence ~ism(3), 

~ity (-al1), nn., ~ly2 adv. [f. L classicus 
+ -AL] 

class'icism, -ist, nn. Following, follower. 



classicize 221 

of classic style; classical scholar(sMp); 
advocacy, advocate, of classical edu¬ 
cation; (-ism) a Latin or Greek idiom. 
[-ISM(3, 4), -ist(2, 3)] 

class'icize, -ise (-iz), v.t. & i. Make 
classic; imitate the classical style, [-ize 
(2, 3)] 

classico-, comb, form of L das.ficus w. 
senses of classic. Hence classIcdL'ATRY 
n. 

class'ifly, v.t. Arrange in classes; assign 
to a class; ~ied, ’officially designated a3 
secret. So ~Iable, ~lcatORY, aa., 
~xca'tion, ^Ier1, nn. [f. L classes + -ey] 

class'y (-ah-), a. (si.). Superior. [-Y2] 
clas'tlc, a. (geol.). Composed of broken 
pieces of older rocks; ~ rocks, conglo¬ 
merates etc. [f. Gk klastos (klao break)] 

clatt'er, v.i. & t., & n. (Make) dry con¬ 
fused sound as of many plates struck 
together; (resound with) noisy talk; ~ 
along, down, etc., move, fall, with a ~; 
(v.t.) cause (plates etc.) to ~. [ME clater, 
OE *clatrian, of imit. orig.; cf. Du. 
Hater en] 

clause (-z), n. Short sentence; (Gram.) 
distinct member of a sentence including 
subject & predicate; single proviso in 
treaty, law, Or contract. [ME, f. OF f. 
mod. L clausa = L clausula conclusion 
(claudere claus- shut, -ule) ] 

claus'tral, a. Of the cloister, monastic, 
narrow, [f. LL claustralis (cloister, -al)] 

claustrophSb'ia, n. Morbid dread of 
closed places, [f. L claustrum (see clois¬ 
ter) + -PHOBIA] 

clav'ate, a. (bot.). Club-shaped, [f. L 
clava club + -ATE2] 

clav'ichord (-k-), n. Predecessor of piano, 
first string-instrument with keyboard. 
[f. med. L clavichordiinn (L clavis key', 
CHORD1)] 

clav'icle, n. Collar-bone. So clavIc'ulAR1 
a. [f. L clavicula dim. of clavis key] 

clav'iform, a. Club-shaped. [L clava, 
-FORM ] 

claw \ n. Pointed horny nail of beast’s or 
bird’s foot (pare, cut, the ~s of, disarm); 
foot so armed, pincers of shellfish; 
(contempt.) hand; contrivance for grap¬ 
pling, holding, etc. (—hammer, with bent 
split end for extracting nails; '—hammer 
coat, dress coat). Hence (-)clawED2 
(-awd) a. [OE clawu f. obi. cases of clea 
(whence dial, clee), with OS clauua, OHG 
klawa f. Gmc *klawo, *ldeewo] 

claw2, v.t. & i. Scratch, tear, seize or 
pull towards one, with claws or hands (~ 
me & I’ll ~ thee, of mutual flattery f. 
obs. sense, still Sc., scratch gently)-, 
(Naut.) beat to windward, esp. ~ off, 
away from shore. [OE clawian, OHG 
kldwen, f. prec.] 

clay, n. Stiff tenacious earth, material of 
bricks, pottery, etc.; (material of) human 
body (wet, moisten, one’s ~, drink); (also 
~ pipe) tobacco-pipo made of ~ (yard of 

long one); ~-co(d, cold as ~ (usu. of 

clear 
the dead). Hence (with -e- to separate 
yy, & comp, more, most) ~'eYa a. [OE 
clwg, (M) Du., (M)LG klei, f. Gmc *klai- 
(whence OE clam clay; see clammy), *klei-, 
*kli- to stick, cogn. w. Gk gloios, L glus, 
gluten] 

clay'mdre, n. Ancient Scottish two- 
-edged broadsword; (incorrectly) basket- 
-hilted often single-edged broadsword 
introduced in 16th c. [f. Gael, claidheamh 
mdr great sword] 

clean1, a. 1. Free from dirt, unsoiled, 
clear, (land of weeds, ship of barnacles, 
paper of writing, printing-proof of correc¬ 
tions ; ~ bill1 ; ~ hands, ~-handed, ~- 
-handedness, innocence, innocent; ~- 
- fingered, unbribed; ~ slate, fig., freedom 
from all commitments; ~ tongue, ab¬ 
stinence from foul talk; ~ breast 1; come 
~ si., own up, confess everything; show 
a ~ pair of heels, escape by speed; ~-6red, 
thoroughbred); (Bibl.) free of ceremonial 
defilement or of disease; (of beasts etc.) 
fit for food (esp. ~fish, not at or soon after 
spawning). 2. Hostile to dirt (~ servant), 
cleanly. 3. Well-formed, shapely, (joint3, 
figure, so limbed; ~ ship, with tapering 
lines). 4. Smart, adroit, not bungling, (~* 
fielding). 5. Even, unobstructed, clcar- 
-cut, complete, (~ sweep, complete rid¬ 
dance; ~ timber, without knots). 6. Free 
from impropriety, esp. keep it~ (colloq.). 
Hence ~'ness n. [OE clatJie, OS kleni, 
OHG kleini f. WG *klain-, perh. f. *klai- 
clay] 

clean2, adv. Completely, right, outright, 
altogether, simply, absolutely. (~ gone, 
~ bowled, cut ~ through, ~ mad, ~ wrong); 
~-cut, sharply outlined. [OE cleene adv. 
f. prec.] 

clean3, v.t., & n. 1. Make clean (of dirt 
etc.); empty (one’s plate); make oneself, 
make oneself, become, clean (also ~ up); 
~ up, put things tidy, put (things) tidy, 
clear (mess) away, (colloq.) acquire aa 
gain or profit; ~ out, empty, strip, (esp. 
si., person of his money); ~ down, ~ by 
brushing or wiping; hence ~'able a., 
(-)~'eu1(1, 2), n. 2. n. ~ing (give it a ~). 
[f. CLEAN1] 

clean'ly1, adv. In clean way. [OE 
cleenlic (clean1 +-ly2)] 

clean'lly2 (-Sn-), a. Habitually clean, 
attentive to cleanness. Hence ~ily2 
adv., ~Iness n., (-6n-). [OE clienlic (clean l 
+ -LY2)] 

cleanse (-5nz), v.t. Mako clean (now 
formal or arch, for clean in lit. sense); 
purify (of sin etc., or with sin etc. as obj.); 
(Bibl.) cure (leper etc.). [OE clsensian 
(diene clean1)] 

clear1, a. & adv. 1. Unclouded, trans¬ 
parent, not turbid, lustrous, unspotted, 
(so starch v.t., = starch well; ~ con¬ 
science, feeling that one is innocent); 
distinct, unambiguous, intelligible, not 
confused, manifest, (in ~, not in cipher 
or code); discerning, penetrating, (so ~- 
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-sighted, —sightedness, usu. fig'.); confi¬ 
dent, decided, certain, (on point, of fact, 
that); easily audible; without deduction, 
net; rid of; complete (three ~ days); open, 
unobstructed, (coast is ~, no one about 
to see or interfere); unengaged, free, unen¬ 
cumbered by debt. 2. adv. Clearly (speak 
loud & ~; —cut, well defined; show, 
shine, ~); quite (~ away, off, out, through; 
three feet ~); apart, without contact, 
(stand, hang, steer, get, ~). [ME & OF cler 
(F clair) i. L clams ] 

clear2, v.t. & i. Make, become, clear (of; 
~ the air, lit. of sultriness, fig. of sus¬ 
picion, constraint, sulks, etc.; ~ one’s 
throat, by slight coughing); show or 
declare innocent (of); free from or of 
obstruction (~ the decks for action, make 
ready to fight; ~ land, cut down trees 
etc. before cultivating); remove (obstruc¬ 
tion, esp. ~ out of the way); melt away 
(also si. of persons, go away); empty, 
become empty; pass over or by without 
touching (esp. in jumping, ~ 6 ft, 22 ft, 
a gate); (Naut.) free (ship) by paying all 
dues, (intr. of ship) sail; defray (prospec¬ 
tive charges) by single payment; make 
(sum) as net gain; ~ away, remove, re¬ 
move meal from table, (of mist etc.) 
disappear; ~ off, get rid of, melt away, (of 
intruders) go away; ~ out, empty, make 
off; ~ up, solve (mystery), make tidy, (of 
weather etc.) grow clear. [ME, f. prec. ] 

clearance, n. Making clear; removal of 
obstructions; passing of cheques through 
Clearing-House; (certificate of) clearing 
of ship at Custom-House; permit to leave 
government employ; (Mech.) space 
allowed for the passing of two parts; 
II ~ sale (held to effect ~ of superfluous 
stock), [prec.+-ANCF,] 

clear'cdle, n., & v.t. (Paint with) size and 
whiting or white-lead as first coat in 
house-painting, [f. F claire colie clear 
glue] 

clear'lng, n. In vbl senses; esp.; piece of 
land in primeval forest cleared for culti¬ 
vation; C~ Hospital, field hospital for 
temporary reception and treatment of 
sick and wounded; C~-Ilouse, banker’s 
institution in London at which cheques 
& bills are exchanged, the balances only 
being paid in cash; ~-house fig., agency 
for collecting & distributing, [clear2, 

-ING1 ] 
clear'ly, adv. Distinctly to, with, senses 
or mind; manifestly; undoubtedly, (in 
answers) yes, no doubt, [clear1, -ly2] 

clear'ness, n. Transparence; distinctness 
to, of, senses or mind; freedom from 
obstruction, [clear1, -ness] 

cleat, n. Wedge; projecting piece bolted 
on spar, gangway, etc., to give footing or 
prevent rope from slipping; piece of wood 
or iron bolted on for fastening ropes to. 
[OE *cleat, cogn. w. OHG klo^ lump, 
Du. Hoot ball, f. WG "klaut-; see clot] 

cleav'age, n. Way in which thing 

clench 

(mineral, party, opinion, State) tends to 
split (esp. lines, planes, of ~). [foil. -f- 
-age ] 

cleave1, v.t. & i. (clove or cleft; cloven or 
deft). Split (often asunder, in two); chop, 
break, or come, apart, esp. along the 
grain or line of cleavage (cleft palate, 
malformation in mouth; in a cleft stick, 
in tight place allowing neither retreat 
nor advance; cloven hoof, of ruminant 
quadrupeds, of god Pan, & so of devil, 
whence show the cloven hoof, reveal an 
evil nature); make way through (water, 
air); hold (ground, persons) apart (of 
chasm lit. & fig.). Hence cleav'ABLE a. 
[OE cleofan, cliofan, OS, OHG klioban, 
ON kljufa f. Gmc *kleubh-] 

cleave2, v.i. (~d or clave; ~ci). Stick fast, 
adhere, to (arch. exc. in fig. sense of be 
faithful). [OE cleofian, clifian, = OS 
clibon, OHG kleben; OE clifan = OS, 
OHG kliban, ON klifa; Gmc *kllbh- f. 
*kli- stick; see clay] 

cleav'er, n. In vbl senses; esp. butcher’s 
chopping-tool for carcasses, [cleave1+ 
-ER1] 

cleav'ers (-z), clivf, n. (used as sing, or 
pi.). Goose-grass, creeper sticking to 
clothes. [OE clife, OS, OHG kliba; MB 
clivre etc., f. cleave2+-ER1] 

cleek, n. Iron-headed golf-club with 
almost straight narrow face. [15th c. Sc. 
cleke, rel. to north, dial, cleek, south, dial. 
cleach, cleech to grasp] 

clef, n. One of the three symbols (C, 
tenor, or alto; G or treble; F or bass) 
indicating pitch of stave in music. [F, f. 
L clavis key ] 

cleft1, n. Fissure, split. [ME clift f. OE 
*clyft (cl. OHG, ON kluft) f. Gmc •klubli- 
f. *kleubh- cleave l, w. assim. to foil. ] 

cleft2, see cleave1. 
II cleg, n. Large grey fly, horse-fly. [15th 
c., f. ON ldeggi] 

cleistogam'ic (kll-), a. (bot.). Perma¬ 
nently closed & self-fertilizing (of certain 
flowers). [Gk kleistos closed (kleio) + 
-games -married] 

II clem, v.t. & i. (northern; -mm-). Starve. 
[16th c., repr. OE -clemman, OHG -klem- 
men (G klemmen) f. Gmc *klam- see clam 1 ] 

clem'atis, n. Kind of climbing shrub 
(British wild species, traveller’s joy or 
old man’s beard). [L, f. Gk klematis] 

clem ency, n., clem'ent, a. Mild(ness) of 
temper or weather; (showing) mercy, 
[f. L dementia, clemens -entis] 

clench, clinch, v.t. & i., & n. (choice 
between e & i as indicated). 1. Secure 
(nail, rivet) by driving point sideways 
when through (i, e); close (t. & i. of teeth 
or fingers) tightly (e); grasp firmly (e); 
(of boxers) come to quarters too close for 
full-arm blow (i); (Naut.) fasten (rope) 
with special bend (i); confirm, settle 
(argument, bargain) conclusively (i). 
2. n. Any of above actions or the resulting 
state. [ME clenche (16th c. var. clinch) f. 
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OE clenc(e)an, OHG klenkan, f. Gmc 
•klanlcjan f. *klink-, *klank-, *klunk-, 
parallel to *kling- see cling] 

clen'cher. See clincher. 

Cleopat'ra’s nee'dle, n. Egyptian 
obelisk on Thames embankment, 

clep'sydra, n. Ancient time-measuring 
device worked by flow of water. [L, f. 
Gk klepsudra (klepto steal, hudor water)] 

clere'story (-era-), n. Part of wall of 
cathedral or large church, with series of 
windows, above aisle roofs. [ME, f. 
CLEAR1 + STOR(E)Y ] 

cler'gy, n. The clerical order, all persons 
ordained for religious service (the ~ usu. 
has pi. vb; a ~, i.e. the ~ of a country or 
church, has usu. sing, vb); ~men (30 ~ 
were present); (hist.) membership of, 
learning proper to, ~ (benefit of ~, exemp¬ 
tion from trial by secular court, & later 
from sentence for first conviction, enjoyed 
by all who could read); ~man, ordained 
minister, esp. of Established Church; 
r-^man's week, fortnight, holiday including 
all weekdays before & after 1, 2, Sundays; 
~woman, wife, daughter, etc., of ~man, 
esp. if dominating parish. [ME clergy, 
-gie, -ge, partly f. OF clergU f. LL 
clericatus, partly f. OF clergie f. clerc 
clerk + -ie — -Y1, after clergii ] 

cle'ric, a. (arch.), & n. Clergyman; of 
clergy. Hence cle'rico- comb. form. [f. 
LL f. Gk klerikos (klcros lot, alius, to 
Acts 1. 17)] 

cle'rical, a. & n. Of clergy, clergyman, or 
clergymen; of, made by, clerk(s) (~ 
error, in writing out; ~ duties, staff); (n.) 
member of ~ party in a parliament etc. 
Hence ~ISM(3), ~ist(2), nn., ~ize(3) v.t., 
~ity (-3,1-) n., ■—ly2 adv. [f. LL clericalis 
(prec., -al)] 

cle'rihew, n. Short witty, comic, or 
nonsensical verse, usu. in four lines of 
varying length. [E. Clerihew Bentley (d. 
1958)] 

clerk (|| kldrk, •kldlk), n. (Also ~ in holy 
orders) clergyman (arch., legal & some¬ 
times appended to signature to show 
status of writer); lay officer of parish 
church with various duties; (no) great ~. 
(no) scholar (arch.); officer in charge of 
records etc., secretary, man of business, 
of town (Town C~), corporation, etc. (usu. 
a lawyer); person employed in bank, 
office, shop, etc., to make entries, copy 
letters, keep accounts, etc.; *shop- 
-assistant; C~ of the Weather, personifica¬ 
tion of meteorology; ~ of the works, over¬ 
seer of materials etc. in buildings done by 
contract. Hence ~'dom, ~'ess1, ~'ship(1, 

3). nn., ~'ly1 a. (OE cleric, clerc, merg¬ 
ing w. ME clerc, clcrk(e) f. OF clerc, f. LL 
clericus cleric] 

clev'er, a. Adroit, dexterous, neat in 
movement (~ horse, good fencer); skilful, 
talented; ingenious (of doer or thing 
done); —~, excessively ~. Hence 
~ish1(2) a., ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [early 

climax 
hist, obsc., orig. unkn.; corresp. in form 
& sense to LG klover, Iclever, MDu. klever 
sprightly, brisk, smart, suggests LG orig. ] 

clev'is, n. U-shaped iron at end of beam 
for attaching tackle, [etym. unkn. ] 

clew (-do), n., & v.t. 1. Ball of thread or 
yarn; this as used in mythol. story to 
guide through labyrinth; = clue. 2. 
(naut.). Small cords suspending ham¬ 
mock ; lower or after corner of sail. 
3. v.t. ~ up, draw lower ends of (sails) to 
upper yard or mast ready for furling. 
[ME clyiv(e), clew(e), OE cliwen, cleowen, 
= Du., MLG kluwen; prob. dim. of a wd 
corresp. to OHG kliu, kliuwi (whence G 
knauel clew); loss of -en as in eve, game] 

cliche (klesh'a), n. Metal cast esp. stereo 
or electro duplicate; hackneyed literary 
phrase. [F] 

click, n., & v.i. (Make) slight sharp sound 
as of cocking gun; catch in machinery 
acting with this sound; (of horse) touch 
shoes of fore & hind feet (n., this fault); 
(S.-Afr. langg.) (make) sharp non-vocal 
sucking sound as articulation; (si.) secure 
one’s object, come to an agreement. So 
^er1 n., foreman shoemaker who cuts 
out the leather and gives out work, 
II (Printing) foreman of a companionship 
of compositors who distributes the copy 
etc. [imit., cf. Du. klikken, F cliquer] 

cli'ent, n. (Rom. Ant.) plebeian under 
protection of noble; (arch.) dependant, 
hanger-on; employer of lawyer; employer 
of any professional man, customer. 
Hence ~age, ~ship, nn., ~less a. [f. L 
cliens -entis (cluere hear, obey, -ENT)] 

clientele, n. 1. Person’s dependants, 
following. 2. Customers, supporters, (of 
physician, shop, theatre, etc.), [f. L 
clientela clientship; later reintroduced f. 
F clientele] 

cliff, n. Steep rock-face, usu. overhanging 
sea; ~s'man, skilled climber. [OE clif, 
OS, ON klif, OHG klep, f. Gmc •klibhom] 

climac'teric (or -6'r-), a. & n. 1. Con¬ 
stituting a crisis, critical; (Physiol. & 
Med.) occurring at period of life (45-60) 
at which vital force begins to decline. 
2. n. Critical period in life (multiples of 
7, odd multiples of 7, etc.; grand ~, 63rd 
year), [f. L (& partly f. F climaterique) 
f. Gk klimakterikos i. klimakler rung of 
ladder (klimax), -ic] 

clim'ate, n. (Region with certain) condi¬ 
tions of temperature, dryness, wind, 
light, etc.; (fig.) trend or attitude of 
community or era, character of some¬ 
thing. Hence climat'ic a., climat'ic- 
ally adv., climatOL'OGY n., clim'ato- 
LO'GICAL a. [ME f. OF climat f. L f. Gk 
klima -at- (klino slope, -M)] 

clim'ax, n., & v.i.& t. 1. Ascending scale; 
series of ideas or expressions so arranged; 
last term in these; culmination, apex; 
hence (ipreg.) climac'tic a. 2. vb. Come, 
bring, to a ~. [LL, f. Gk klimax -akos 
ladder, climax] 
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climb (-im), v.t. & i. (past ~ed & arch. 

clomb pr. -6m), & n. 1. Ascend, mount, 
go up, (t. & i.) esp. with help of hands; 
~ down (t. & i.), descend (cliff etc., or abs.) 
similarly, (intr.) retreat from position 
taken up, give in; (of sun, aeroplane, 
etc.) go slowly up; (of plants) get support 
by tendrils or twining from tree, trellis, 
etc.; slope upwards; rise by effort in 
social rank, intellectual or moral strength, 
etc.; ~ing-iron, spikes attachable to boot 
for ~ing trees or ice slopes; hence cli'mb- 

able (-ma-) a. 2. n. Piece of ~ing (~- 
-down, abandonment of declared inten¬ 
tion), place (to be) ~ed. [OE climban, 
(M)Du., (M)LG klimmen, OHG klimban 
(G klimmen), f. WG *klimban f. nasalized 
var. of *klibh- cleave2] 

cli'mber (-Imer), n. In vbl senses; esp.; 
climbing plant; kinds of bird, usu. with 
two forward & two backward toes; 
person climbing socially. [-ER1] 

clime, n. (poet.). Tract, country, (with or 
without ref. to climate), [f. L clima; see 
climate ] 

clinch. See clench. 

clin'clier, clen'cher, n. In vbl senses; 
esp., remark, argument, that triumph¬ 
antly settles a question; clincher-built= 
CLINKER-BUILT, [prec. +-ER1] 

cling, v.i. (clung). ~ together, remain in 
one body or in contact, resist separation; 
stick, adhere to, (whether by stickiness, 
suction, grasping, or embracing; ~ing 
garments, showing form of body or limbs); 
remain faithful to (friend, habit, idea); 
~'slone, kind of peach or nectarine in 
which flesh adheres to stone. [OE clingan, 
MDu. klingen stick, f. Gmc *kling-, 
*kl.ang-, *ldung- parallel to *klink-, see 
clench] 

clin'ic, n. Teaching of medicine or surgery 
at the hospital bedside; class, institution, 
so taught, conducted; ‘seminar (last two 
senses), [f. F clinique f. Gk klinike 
(tekhne) clinical (art)] 

clin'ical, a. (med.). Of, at, the sick-bed 
(esp. of lectures, teaching, so given; ~ 
thermometer, for taking patient’s tem¬ 
perature). Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. prec. + 
-AL] 

clink1, n., & v.i. & t. (Make, cause glasses 
etc. to make) sharp ringing sound; || ~ in<7 

(si. as a. & adv.), exceedingly (good, fine), 
as a ~ing, or ~-inp good, race; stone, 
kinds of felspar (f. ringing like iron when 
struck). Hence ||~'er1 [-ER1] n. (si.), 

~ing specimen. [ME, perh. f. MDu. 
klinken; cf. clang, clank] 

clink2, n. (si.). Prison, lock-up, (esp. in 
~). [16th c., orig. unkn. ] 

clink'er2, n. Very hard yellow Dutch 
brick; brick with surface vitrified by 
great heat; mass of bricks fused together 
or of slag or lava. [17th c. clincard etc. f. 
Du. klinkaerd (now klinker) f. klinken 
clink1] 

clink'er-built, a. (Of boats) made with 

cloche 

external planks overlapping downwards 
& fastened with clinched copper nails, 
[f. clink north, var. of clinch-, see clench] 

clinom'eter, n. Instrument for measuring 
slopes, [f. Gk klind to slope, -0-, -meter] 

Cli'o, n. (The Muse of) history, [f. Gk 
Kleio (kleio celebrate)] 

clip1, v.t. (-pp-), & n. 1. Surround closely, 
grip tightly. 2. n. Appliance for holding 
things together or for attachment to 
object as mark; brooch; set of attached 
cartridges for magazine rifle. [OE clyppan 
embrace, = OFris. kleppa, f. WG *klupp- 
jan] 

clip2, v.t. (-pp-), & n. 1. Cut with shears 
or scissors, trim thus, take away part of 
(hair, wool) thus, remove hair or wool 
of (sheep, person) thus, (~ one’s wings, 
disable him from pursuing his ambition); 
remove small piece of (railway, bus, etc. 
ticket) to show that it has been used, 
whence ~p'ie [-Y3] n. (colloq.), bus con¬ 
ductress ; pare edge of (coin); omit letters 
or syllables of (words); omit (letter etc.; 
~ his gs). 2. n. Operation of shearing or 
hair-cutting; quantity of wool clipped 
from sheep, flock, etc.; smart blow with 
the hand, cut with the whip, etc. [ME 
clippen f. ON klippa] 

clipp'er, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
instrument for clipping hair; swift mover 
(esp. of horse or ship); ship with forward- 
-raking bows & aft-raking masts; trans¬ 
oceanic flying-boat P; (si.) thing excellent 
of its kind, [clip2, -er1] 

clipp'ing1, n. In vbl senses; esp., piece 
clipped off, ‘newspaper cutting, [clip2, 
-ing1] 

clipp'ing2, a. In vbl senses; esp., (si.) 
first-rate, [clip2, -ing2] 

clique (-ek), n. Small exclusive party, 
set, coterie. Hence cli'quiSH1 (-ek-), 
cli'qu(e)Y2 (-ekl), aa., cli'quishNESs, 

cli'qulSM(2), (-ek-), nn. [F, f. cliquer 
CLICK 1 ] 

clit'oris, n. Faidimentary internal part 
of female genitals analogous to penis. 
[Gk kleitoris] 

clivers. See cleavers. 
elod'ea, n. (pi. -ae). Sewer; excremen- 
tory cavity in birds, reptiles, etc.; gather¬ 
ing-place of moral evil. Hence cloa'cAL 
a. [L] 

cloak, (arch.) c!5ke, n., & v.i. & t. 1. 
Loose usu. sleeveless outdoor upper gar¬ 
ment; covering (~ of snow); pretence, 
pretext, (under the ~ of); room., for 
leaving ~s, hats, etc., or any luggage. 
2. vb. Put on one’s ~; put ~ on (oneself 
or another); conceal, disguise. [ME, f. 
OF cloke, dial. var. of cloche bell, cloak 
(from its bell shape) f. med. L clocca bell; 
see clock1] 

clobb'er, n. Black paste used to hide 
cracks in leather; (si.) clothing, gear, 
[orig. unkn.] 

cloche (klosh), n. ~ (hat), woman’s bell- 
-shaped hat; (orig. bell-shaped) glass cover 
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for forcing or protecting outdoor plants. 
[F, = bell] 

clock1, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Time-measuring 
instrument periodically wound up, kept 
in motion by springs or weights acting on 
wheels, & recording hours, minutes, etc., 
by hands on a dial (o’clock now usu. only 
appended to the actual hour, as six 
o’clock, but quarter to six, six fifteen, 7.2 5; 
what o’clock is it?, what is the time?; of 
the clock still in formal or facetious use; 
put back the ~, fig., go back to a past age); 
~like device showing readings on a dial 
(range ~); (colloq.) stop-watch; downy 
head of dandelion etc.; ~'wise, counter- 
-~'wise, moving in curve from left to 
right, right to left, as seen by spectator 
at centre; •—'work, mechanism on ~ 
principle (like —work, regularly, auto¬ 
matically), (attrib.) regular, mechanical. 
2. v.i. (Of factory hands etc.) ~ in, on, out, 
off, register one’s entry or exit by means 
of an automatic ~; (v.t.; colloq.) time 
(race) with stop-watch, [f. MDu., MLG 
klocke (= OS glogga, OHG glocka, ON 
klokka) f. med. L clocca, see cloak ; ult. f. 
Celt., cf. OIr. cloc] 

clock2, n. (shop pi., formerly, clox). Pat¬ 
tern worked in silk etc. on side of stocking. 
Hence (-)~ED2 (-kt) a. [16th c.; orig. 
unkn.] 

clock'ing, a. ~ hen, one sitting on eggs. 
[Sc. & north, var. of CLUCKinp] 

clod, n., & v.t. (-dd-). Lump of earth etc.; 
lump of earth (vb, pelt with ~s); the ~, 
soil, land, mere matter; (also hopper, 
—'pole) bumpkin, lout, (so hopping, 
loutish), whence ~d'iSH1 a., ~d'ishNESS 
n.; coarse part of neck of ox as meat, 
[in ME syn. var. of clot (now different.), 
corresp. to OE clod- f. Gmc *klud-, cogn. 
w. *klut- clot ; see cloud ] 

clog1, n. Block of wood fastened to leg 
to impede motion; impediment, encum¬ 
brance; woman’s wooden-soled over¬ 
shoe for wet ground; wooden-soled shoe 
with metal rim; ~-dance, performed in 
~s. [ME, of unkn. orig.] 

clog2, v.t. & i. (-gg-). Confine (animal) 
with clog; be an encumbrance to, 
burden; impede, hamper; choke up, 
obstruct by stickiness; fill up with chok¬ 
ing matter; stop or act badly from being 
choked up. [f. prec.] 

clogg'y (-g-), a. Lumpy, knotty; sticky. 
["Y 2 ] 

cloisonne (klwahztma'), a. & n. ~ enamel 
or ~, enamel in which colours of pattern 
are kept apart by thin outline plates. [F ] 

clois'ter, n., & v.t. (Enclose, shut up, in) 
convent, monastic house, (the—, monastic 
seclusion); covered walk, often round 
quadrangle with wall on outer & 
colonnade or windows on inner side, esp. 
of convent, college, cathedral buddings, 
whence ~ed2 (-erd) a. Hence clois'trAL 
a. [ME & OF cloistre f. L claustrum, 
clostrum] 

cloke. See cloak. 
clone, n. A group of plants produced 
vegetatively from one original seedling 
or stock. Hence clon'AL a. [f. Gk klon 
twig, slip] 

clon'us, n. (path.). Spasm with violent 
successive muscular contractions & 
relaxations. Hence clon'ic a. [f. Gk 
klonos] 

cloop, n., & v.i. (Make) sound (as) of 
cork being drawn, [imit. ] 

closex, a. & adv. 1. Shut; (of vowels) pro¬ 
nounced with lips or mouth cavity con¬ 
tracted (e.g. o in not is open, in note —); 
narrow, confined, contracted, stifling (~ 
siege, prisoner, air)-, covered, concealed, 
secret, given to secrecy, (keep, lie, —, be 
in hiding; —-stool, chamber-pot mounted 
in stool with cover); niggardly (so 
-fist'ED2 a., ~-fist'edNESS n.); restricted, 
limited, (~ corporation etc.; || ~ scholar¬ 
ship, not open to all; ~ borough) ; under 
prohibition (!|~ season, time, in which 
something is forbidden, esp. killing of 
game etc.). 2. Near; dense, compact, 
with no or slight intervals, (~ texture, 
thicket, ivriting; — order, combat-, — 
quarters, immediate contact; ~ reasoner, 
argument, analysis, leaving no gaps or 
weak spots, coherent; also adv., as shut 
—, ~ ranked-, —-grained, without visible 
interstices; stand, sit, —); in or nearly in 
contact (~ proximity; a — shave, near the 
skin, also fig., narrow missing of collision 
etc.; ~-hauled, with sails hauled aft so as 
to sail ~ to the wind; sail ~ to the wind-, 
esp. in adv. or prep. phrr. ~ by, — to, — 
upon, as he ivas — by, — to the road, — 
upon two hundred)-, fitting exactly (~ 
cap, — resemblance)-, near & dear; nearly 
equal (~ contest)-, concentrated (~ 
examination, attention)-, — call (colloq.), 
a near thing, something almost fatal; 
~-«pn.,part of cinema film taken at short 
range and shoving person(s) etc. on large 
scale. Hence ~'ly2 (-si-) adv., ~'ness 
(-sn-) n. [ME & OF clos f. L clausus p.p. 
of claudere shut] 

close2, n. Enclosed place (break one’s 
legal, trespass on his land); precinct of 
cathedral; school playground; (Sc.) entry 
from street to court at back. [ME & OF 
clos f. L clausum enclosure (prec.)] 

close3 (-z), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Shut (t. & i. of 
lid or box, door or room or house; lit., 
or = declare or be declared not open, of 
place of business etc.; closing-time, at 
which shops etc. stop business; ~ upon, of 
hand, box, etc., grasp or imprison, also 
of eyes, lose sight of by shutting); 
shop, a trade etc. restricted to members 
of a (particular) trade union. 2. Be 
the boundary of, conclude, bring or come 
to an end, complete, settle, (~ one’s 
days, die; ~ bargain; abs. stop speaking, 
often with the remark etc.). 3. Bring or 
come into contact (~ the ranks or, intr., 

up; ~ electric current or circuit, give 



closet 
it continuity), come within striking 
distance, grapple with, (Naut., as v.t.) 
approach or come alongside of (other 
ship etc.); (Mil., as v.i., to men in rank) 
right —, left —, move sideways to right, 
left. 4. Express (often eager) agreement 
with (offer, terms, or person offering 
them). 5. ~ in, enclose, come nearer, (of 
days) get successively shorter; ~ up, 
block, fill, coalesce. 6. n. Conclusion, end; 
grappling of combatants; (Mus.) cadence. 
[ME close(n) f. OF clos- st. of clore f. L 
claudere shut ] 

clos'et (-z-), n., & v.t. Private or small 
room, esp. for private interviews (so vb, 
be —ed with, together, hold consultation) 
or for study (~ play, to be read not acted; 
~ strategist etc., theoretical); cupboard, 
as china—; = water—. [ME, f. OF dim. 
of clos CLOSE2, -ET1] 

clo'sure (-zker), n., & v.t. 1. Closing, 
closed condition. 2. (Pari.) decision by 
vote of House of Commons, under certain 
restrictions, to put the question without 
further debate; (v.t.) apply ~ to (motion, 
speakers, etc.). [ME, f. OF, f. L clausura 
(claudere claus-, -uue)] 

clot, n., & v.i. & t. (-tt-). 1. Mass of 
material stuck together; semi-solid lump 
of coagulated liquid, esp. of blood (~ of 
blood, pop. name for thrombosis); (si.) 
stupid person. 2. vb. Form (t. & i.) into 
—3 (—ted hair, stuck together in locks; 
—ted cream, got by scalding milk; —ted 
nonsense, utter absurdity). [OE clol(t) f. 
WG *klutt- (= MHG kloz) f. *klut-, weak 
grade of *klaul- cleat] 

cloth (-awth, -8th, pi. -awdhz, -8ths), n. 
(pi. —s, & in differentiated sense 
clothes). (Piece, used for any purpose, 
of) woven or felted stuff; (also table—) 
covering for table, esp. of linen at meals 
(lay the —, prepare table for meal); 
woollen woven fabric as used for clothes; 
each of the breadths of canvas in a sail; 
duster; ~ of gold, silver, tissue of gold or 
silver threads interwoven with silk or 
wool; || American —, enamelled ~ like 
leather; cut coat according to adapt 
expenditure to resources; profession as 
shown by clothes, esp. clerical (respect 
due to his —; also the —, clergy); ~-bind¬ 
ing, cover of book in linen or cotton ~; 
~-yard shaft (hist.), arrow a yard long. 
[OE cldth of unkn. orig.; Gmc cognates 
only since 12th c., cf. G kleid] 

clothe (-dh), v.t. (—d or, arch. & literary, 
clad). Provide with clothes, put clothes 
upon; cover like or as with clothes or a 
cloth (leaves — trees', —d with righteous¬ 
ness, with plantations; body —s soul; also 
~ face in smiles, ideas in words). Hence 
cloth'lNG^t) (-dh-) n. [OE eldthian, 
cleethan, t. cldth CLOTH] 

clothes (-oz, -odhz), n. pi. Wearing- 
-apparel; bed 1—; linen etc. to be washed 
(—bag, -basket, for conveying this; ~- 
-horse, for airing it on; —line, -post, 

clove 

II -prop, II -peg, rope, supports of rope, 
wooden clip on rope, for drying it after 
washing); ~-brush; —moth, destructive 
to ~; '—-press, cupboard with shelves for 
~; (old-)—man, dealer in usu. old 
[repr. OE cldthas; cloths (since c. 1G00) 
completely different, in 19th c.] 

cldth'ier (-dh-), n. (Formerly) maker of 
cloth; dealer in cloth or clothes. [ME 
clother, see -er1, -ier] 

clou (klob), n. Point of greatest interest, 
chief attraction, central idea. [F, = 
nail] 

cloud, n., & v.t. & i. 1. (Mass of) visible 
condensed watery vapour (see cirrus, 
cumulus, nimbus, stratus) floating high 
above general level of ground (—drift, — 
in motion; —rack, pile of broken ~s; 
—-burst, violent rainstorm; —capped, 
of hill with top hidden by ~; —scape, 
picture, picturesque grouping, of ~s; 
—-kissing, of high hill or building); 
unsubstantial or fleeting thing; mass of 
smoke or dust; local dimness or vague 
patch of colour in or on liquid or trans¬ 
parent body; great number of birds, 
insects, horsemen, arrows, moving to¬ 
gether ; light woollen scarf; obscurity 
(under —of night; a — of words); in the —s, 
mystical, unreal, imaginary, (so —-castle, 
daydream; —-land, —-world, utopia, 
fairyland), (of person) abstracted, in¬ 
attentive; state of gloom, trouble, sus¬ 
picion, louring or depressed look, (~ on 
brow, under a —, out of favour, dis¬ 
credited) ; —’berry, mountain shrub with 
white flower & orange-coloured fruit; 
C— -cuckoo-land, -town, ideal realm 
[transl. of Gk Nephelokokkugia (nephcle 
cloud +kokkux cuckoo) in Aristophanes’ 
Birds]; hence ~'less a., ~'lessLY2 adv., 
~'lessNESs, --'let, nn., ~'y3 a., ~'ily2 
adv., ~'Iness n., ~'ward(s) adv. 2. vb. 
Overspread, darken, with ~s, gloom, or 
trouble; variegate with vague patches of 
colour; become overcast or gloomy (~ up, 
over). [ME clud, clod, cloud, app. same 
wd as OE clud mass of rock or earth, 
prob. cogn. w. clod] 

clough (kluf), n. Ravine, steep valley 
usu. with torrent bed. [OE cloh, rel. to 
OHG klinga, G dial, lclinge] 

clout n„ & v.t. Patch (n. & v.); a'cloth 
(esp. dish—'); piece of clothing; hit, cuff, 
(n. & v., esp. with open hand); iron plate 
on boot etc. to save wear, (also —nail) 
broad-headed nail for attaching ~; (hist.) 
canvas on frame as mark at archery (in 
the —, a hit!). [OE clut, i. Gmc *klut- 
COgn. W. CLOT, CLEAT ] 

clove1, clSven. See cleave1. 

clove2, n. One of small bulbs making up 
compound bulb of garlic, shallot, etc. 
(usu. of). [OE clufu cogn. w. cleave1] 

clove3, n. (Pungent aromatic dried bud 
of) tropical tree (oil of —s, extracted from 
~s & used in medicine) ; (also —gilly¬ 
flower) ~-scented pink, original of 
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carnation & other double pinks. [MB 
clow(e) f. F clou (de girofle); girofle (see 
gillyflower) was orig. name of the spice; 
clou (f. L claims nail) de girofle (in Eng. 
~ -gillyflower) was used of it w. ref. to its 
shape, transferred to the similarly shaped 
bud of pink, & later divided into clove 
for the spice, & gillyflower for the 
p_ink] 

clove hitch, n. Hitch by which rope is 
secured at any intermediate part round 
spar or rope that it crosses at right 
angles, [old p.p. of cleave1, as showing 
parallel separate lines ] 

clov'er, n. Kinds of trefoil used for fodder 
(be, live, in ~, in ease & luxury). [OE 
elafre = MLG klavcr, first syll. corresp. 
to OS hie, OHG kleo (G Idee) f. WG 
*klaiw-] 

clown, n., & v.i. 1. Rustic; ignorant or 
ill-bred man, whence ~'isu1 a., ~'ishLY2 
adv., ~'ishNESS n.; jester, esp. in panto¬ 
mime or circus, whence ~'ery(4) n. 
2. v.i. Play the ~. [16th c., of obsc., 
perh. LG orig.; cf. NFris. klonne, kliinne 
clumsy fellow] 

clox. See clock3. 
cloy, v.t. Satiate, weary, by richness, 
sweetness, sameness, excess, of food or 
pleasure (usu. with), [f. obs. accloy f. OF 
encloyer f. Horn. Hnclavare; cf. en¬ 
clave] 

club1, n. 1. Stick with one thick end as 
weapon (Indian ~s, pair swung to develop 
muscles; ~-law, rule by physical force); 
kinds of stick used in games, esp. golf; 
structure or organ in Bot. etc. with knob 
at end; ~-/ooZ(ed), (with) congenitally 
distorted foot; ~-moss, kind with upright 
spikes of spore-cases; ~-rooZ, disease of 
turnips etc.; playing-card of suit bearing 
black trefoil (~s, the suit). 2. Association 
of persons united by some common 
interest, meeting periodically for co¬ 
operation (Alpine, golf, yacht, benefit, ~) 
or conviviality; body of persons with 
cooperation by ballot combined for social 
purposes & having premises (—house) 
for resort, meals, temporary residence, 
etc. (|| ~'land, St James’s in London, 
where ~s cluster), whence ~'dom n., 
~'less a. [ME clubbe, clobbe f. ON 
klubba assim. form of klumba club, rel. to 
CLUMP] 

club2, v.t. & i. (-bb-). Beat with club; 
use butt of (gun) as club; bring, come, 
into a mass; contribute (money, ideas) to 
common stock; (v.i.) combine together, 
with, for joint action, making up a sum, 
etc.; (Mil.) get (one’s men) into a confused 
mass. [f. pree.] 

clubb'able, a. Fit for membership of a 
club. [CLUB1, -ABLE] 

club'haul, v.t. Tack (ship, or ab3.) by 
anchoring & cutting cable, as device for 
getting off lee-shore when there is not 
room to wear. [orig. unkn.] 

cluck, n., & v.i. (Make) guttural cry of 

hen. Hence ~'y2 a., *= clocking, [early 

17th c.; cf. obs. & dial, clock f. OE 
cloccian; imit.] 

clue (-do), n. Fact or principle that 
serves as guide, or suggests a line of 
inquiry, in any problem, investigation, or 
study; thread of story, train of thought; 
(also rarely in other senses of) clew. 

Hence ~'less (-oo-) a. [different, sp. of 
CLEW] 

clum'ber, n. Kind of spaniel. [C~ in 
Notts.] 

clump, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Cluster of trees or 
shrubs (usu. of); (also ~-soZe) extra thick¬ 
ness of leather added to sole, usu. nailed 
on. 2. vb. Tread heavily; heap or plant 
together; provide (boot) with ~. [10th 
c., f. MLG klumpe (LG klump, Du. klomp, 
G klumpen); see club 1 ] 

clum'sly (-z-), a. Awkward in movement 
or shape, ungainly; ill-contrived; with¬ 
out tact. Hence ~1ly2 adv., ~Iness n. 
[c. 1600, app. f. north, dial, clumse (14th 
c.) benumbed with cold, +-Y2; p’rob. of 
Scand. orig., cf. Sw. dial, klumsen, 
klumsig] 

clunch, n. Soft white limestone used for 
internal carving-work. [orig. unkn.] 

clung. See cling. 

clus'tcr, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Group of similar 
things, esp. such as grow together, bunch; 
swarm, group, of persons, animals, etc. 
2. vb. Bring or come into, be in, a ~ or 
~s (~ed columns, pillars, shafts, several 
close together, or disposed round or half 
detached from pier). [OE clyster app. f. 
Gmc *klutcf. clot] 

clutch1, v.t. & i. Seize eagerly, grasp 
tightly; snatch at. [ME clucche var. of 
clicche (dial, clitch) f. OE clyccan f. Gmc 
*klukjan] 

clutch3, n. Tight grasp; (pi.) grasping 
hands, cruel grasp; a grasping at; (Mech.) 
arrangement for throwing working parts 
into or out of action, gripping-piece of 
crane, [f. prec., but hist, obsc.; ME 
cloke, cloche claw; later clutch f. vb ] 

clutch3, n. Set of eggs; brood of chickens. 
[18th c., south, var. of north, cletch f. 
deck to hatch f. ON klekja, assoc, w. 
clutch1] 

clutt'er, n., & v.i. & t. (Bustle, run, with) 
confused noise or movement, loss of self- 
-possession; confused mass, untidy state, 
litter n. & (esp. in ~ed up with) v.t. [late 
16th c.; in part, phon. var. of blotter (f. 
clot) coagulate; in part assoc, w. cluster, 
Cl/ClttCT ] 

Clydesdale (klidz'dal), a. & n. (Of) a 
breed of heavy draught-horses (orig. 
from Clyde district in Scotland), 

clyp'elus, n. Shield-like part of insect’s 
head. Hence ~al, ~ate2, ~1form:, aa., 
~o- comb. form. [L, = shield] 

clys'ter, n., & v.t., (med., now rare). = en¬ 

ema; (vb) treat with ~. [ME, f. OF 
clystere or L. f. Gk /cluster syringe] 

II cmd, = CD. 



co¬ 
co-, prof. L short form of com- (cum prep, 
with), vised in L only before vowels, h, 
gn, & (in the correct classical form) n, but 
in E as living pref. before any letter. 
1. Prefixed to vbs,=with other subjects 
(co-operate) or objects (co-adjust); to adjj. 
& adw., = jointly, together, mutually, 
(coeternally, coadjacent); & to nouns, = 
joint, mutual, (coheir, coequality). 2. In 
some math, words, short for complement, 
= ‘of the complement’, ‘complement of’ 
as cosine, co-declination. 

cflacerva'tion, n. Heaping together, pile, 
[f. L co(acervatio f. aeervare f. acervus 
heap, see -ation)] 

coach, n., & v.i. & t. 1. State carriage; 
(also stage—) large four-wheeled & usu. 
four-homed close carriage with seats 
inside and on the roof carrying passen¬ 
gers at fixed rates & times with stoppages 
for meals & relays of horses; hackney— ; 
mourning— ; slow—; (official name for) 
railway carriage; long-distance bus; 
(Naut.) room near stern of man-of-war; 
private tutor; trainer of athletic team 
etc.; drive — & six through Act of Parlia¬ 
ment, stultify it; —-box, driver’s seat; 
•—built, (of motor-car bodies) built of 
wood by craftsmen; —-dog, = carelage- 

-dog; —-house, outhouso for carriages; 
•—'man, driver of any carriage, whence 
~'mansmr(3) n.; honce—'ful(2) n. 2. vb. 
Travel in, go by, stage— (in the old —ing 
days); tutor, train, (pupil for examina¬ 
tion, crew for race); give hints to, prime 
with facts; (intr.) read with tutor, [f. F 
cache f. Hung, kocsi adj. f. Kocs place- 
name] 

coadj'utor (-db-; also -ajob-), n. Assistant 
esp. to bishop or other ecclesiastic). [ME, 
f. OF coadjuteur f. L co(adjutorem f. 
adjuvare -jut- help, -or)] 

coad'unate, a. (physiol. & hot.). Con¬ 
genitally united, [f. LL co(adunatus p.p. 
of adunare make one f. unus one)] 

coag'ul|ate, v.t. & i. Change (t. & i.) from 
fluid to more or less solid state, clot, 
curdle, set, solidify. Hence or cogn., 
—a'tion, —atop., —ant(2), nn. [f. L 
coagulatus p.p. of -are; see -ATE2*3 ] 

coai'ta (koi-), n. Small S.-Amer. monkey 
(red-faced spider-monkey). [f. Braz. 
coatd] 

coal, n., & v. t. & i. 1. Hard opaque black or 
blackish mineral or carbonized vegetable 
matter found in seam3 or strata below 
earth’s surface & used as fuel & in 
manufacture of gas, tar, etc. (—s, pieces 
of it ready for supplying fire; chief kinds, 
ANTHRACITE, BITUMINOUS, LIGNITE; heap 
—s of fire, return good for evil, cf. Rom. xii. 
20; blow the —s, fan flame of passion etc.; 
haul, call, over the —s, reprimand; —s to 
Newcastle, superfluous action); —-bed, 
-seam, stratum of —; —-black, quite; 
—-box, -scuttle, receptacle for — to supply 

coast 

room Are (—-scuttle bonnet, with front pro¬ 
jection as of inverted —-box); —bunker ; 
—dust, small —s; \\—-factor, middleman 
between —owners Sc customers; —-field, 
district with series of — strata; —-fish, 
black cod; || —-flap, -plate, cover of — 
-cellar opening in pavement; —gas, mixed 
gases extracted from — Sc used for light¬ 
ing & heating; —heaver, man employed 
in moving—.whence—'ie [-Y3] n.; —hole, 
II small —cellar; —master, -owner, owner 
or lessee of —-mine or —-pit = colliery ; 
—-measures (Geol.), series of rocks formed 
by seams of — Sc intervening strata; 
*—-oil, paraffin; —-sack, black patch in 
Milky Way (esp. one near Southern Cross); 
—-screen, frame for parting large from 
small —s; —-tar, tar extracted from bitu¬ 
minous —, Sc yielding paraffin, naphtha, 
benzene, creosote, & aniline dyes; —tit, 
= coalmouse ; —xvhipper, man, machine, 
raising — from ship’s hold; hence —'less 
(-1-1-), ~'Y2, aa. 2. vb. Put — into (ship 
etc.); take in supply of—. [OE col, MDu. 
MLG kole, OHG kol(o), ON kol, f. Gmo 
*kolom] 

c5ales|ce', v.i. Come together & form one 
(of material or immaterial things); com¬ 
bine in a coalition (of statesmen, parties). 
So —'cence n., —'cent a. [f. L co(alescere 
edit- grow f. alere nourish)] 

coali'tion, n. Union, fusion; || (Pol.) 
temporary combination for special ends 
between parties that retain distinctive 
principles. Hence —ist(1) (-sho-) n. [f. 
med. L coalitio (prec., -ion)] 

coal'mouse, cole-, n. Small dark- 
-coloured bird (also cOAL-fif). [ME colmose 
f. OE colmase (col coal -fmase f. WG 
*maisa kind of small bird) ] 

coam'lng, n. Raised border round 
hatches etc. of ship to keep out w7ater. 
[orig. unkn.] 

coarse (kdrs), a. Common, inferior, (— 
fish, fare); rough, loose, or large, in 
texture, grain, or features; not delicate in 
perception, manner, or taste, unrefined; 
rude, uncivil, vulgar; obscene (of lan¬ 
guage); —-fibred, -grained, lit. of things, 
also fig, of persons = without delicacy. 
Hence ~'ly2 (-si-) adv., coars'EN0 v.t. 
& i., ~'ness (-sn-) n., coars'iSH(2) a. 
[15th c., of unkn. orig.; the suggested 
connexion w. course is unsubstantiated] 

coast1, n. (Also sea—) border of land near 
sea, sea-shore; clear ; (U.S. & Canada) 
toboggan slide; (henco through coast2) 
downhill run on bicycle with feet up or 
still; —’guard(snian), Admiralty ~ police- 
(man); —'line, the line of the sea-shore 
esp. with regard to its configuration (the 
rugged —line of the island); || ~ waiter, 
custom-house officer who deals with 
goods carried —wise. Hence ~'al a., —c 
wakd(s) adv., —'wise a. & adv. [ME & 
OF coste f. L costa rib, flank, side] 

For compounds of co- not given consult co-, 
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coast-, Y.i. Sail along coast, trade between 
ports on same coast; slide down hill on 
toboggan, bicycle down hill without 
pedalling. Hence ~'erx n., ~ing vessel, 
silver tray for decanter, rest for the foot 
on front fork of bicycle. [ME costay, -ey, 
-ie f. OF costeier f. coste (prec.)] 

coat, n., & v.t. 1. Man’s sleeved usu. cloth 
body garment (dress-~, with swallow 
tails for the evening; ~ of mail ; frock-~ ; 
great~, lop-~, outdoor, worn over 
another; red ~, traditional uniform of 
British soldier; so red'~, soldier; ~ of 
arms, herald’s tabard, gentleman’s heral¬ 
dic bearings or shield; ~ armour, blazonry, 
heraldic arms; ~-card, now court-, play¬ 
ing-card with coated figure, king, queen, 
or knave; trail one’s ~-tails, for someone 
to tread on, = seek to pick quarrel; dust 
one’s ~, beat him; turn one’s ~, change 
sides, desert); woman’s stout buttoned 
overcoat, (also, esp. in ~ & skirt) shorter 
tailor-made garment falling over skirt; 
petticoat (arch. & dial.; in literature esp. 
in kilt one’s ~s). 2. Covering compared 
to garment; beast’s hair, fur, etc.; 
(Physiol.) investing membrane etc. of 
organ; skin, rind, husk, layer of bulb 
etc.; covering of paint etc. laid on at 
once; hence (-)~'ed2, ~'LESS, aa. 3. v.t. 
Put or (with paint etc. as subj.) be ~ of 
paint, tin, etc., upon, (p.p.) covered 
over with dust etc. [ME, f. OF cote f.WG 
*kotta (= OS cot, OHQ kozza, kozzo 
(garment of) shaggy woollen stuff, in 
med. L cotta)} 

coatee', n. Short-tailed coat, [-be] 
coa'ti (-ah-), n. American carnivorous 
mammal like civet & racoon with long 
flexible snout. [Braz. (cua cincture, tim 
nose)] 

coat'ing, n. Layer of paint etc.; material 
for coats, [-ing1] 

coax, v.t. & i. Persuade by blandishments 
(to do, into do ing or good temper etc.; ~ 
thing out of person; ~ fire to light, key 
into lock, etc.); ~ away, out, etc., entice; 
practise wheedling. Hence ~'er1 n. 
[16th c., ‘make a cokes of’, f. obs. cokes 
(16th c.) simpleton, of unkn. orig.] 

coax'al, -ial, a. (math.). Having common 
axis, [co-, AXIS, -AL] 

cob1, n. Male swan; stout short-legged 
riding-horse, whence 2 a.; (also 
—nut) large kind of hazel-nut; roundish 
lump of coal etc.; round-headed loaf; 
CORU-~. [orig. unkn.] 

|| cob2, n. Composition of clay, gravel, & 
straw, used for building walls, [orig. 
unkn.] 

cob'alt (-awlt), n. Silvery-white metal 
similar in many respects to nickel; deep- 
-blue pigment made from it. Hence 
cobal'tic, ~iE'EROtrs, cobal'tous (chem.), 
aa,, cobal'to- comb, form., (-awl-). [G, 
prob. = kobold goblin of mines] 

cobb'er, n. (Austral, colloq.). Chum, pal. 
[orig. unkn.] 

c5b ble1, n., & v.t. (Also ~-stone) water- 
-worn rounded stone of size used for 
paving (vb, pave with these); (pi.) coals 
of this size. [f. cob1 + -le] 

cob'ble2, v.t. Put together roughly; 
mend, patch up, (esp. shoes), [c. 1500, 
app. back form. f. foil.] 

cobb'ler, n. Mender of shoes; clumsy 
workman; (often sherry ~) iced drink of 
wine, sugar, lemon, sucked through straw 
(orig. unkn.; from U.S.); Trait pie; ~’s 
wax, resinous substance used for waxing 
thread. [ME, of unkn. orig.] 

Cob'den|Ism, n. Policy based on Free 
Trade, international cooperation, & 
retrenchment, peace, non-intervention, 
and opposition to Empire. Hence 
~ite1(1) a. & n. [R. Cobden, d. 1865, 
-ism ] 

co'ble, n. Kinds of fishing-boat in Scot¬ 
land & N.E. England. [ME coble, -ill cf. 
W ceubal, Bret, caubal] 

cSb'ra (de capell'o), n. The venomous 
hooded snake of India, with neck 
dilated like hood under irritation. [Port.; 
cobra f. L colubra snake, capcllo hood 
f. med. L capellus f. cappa cape ] 

cob'web, n. & a. Spider’s network, 
material of it, thread of this; thing of 
flimsy texture (so adj., thin, flimsy), 
subtle fanciful reasoning; musty rubbish 
(esp. fig. as ~s of the law, of antiquity, 
blow away the ~s, take an airing); en¬ 
tanglement, mesh. Hence ~bED2 (-bd), 
~bY2, aa., ~bERY(5) n. [ME cop{pe)web 
f. (obs.) coppe spider + web] 

coc'a, n. (Leaves of) Bolivian shrub 
(chewed as stimulant). [Sp., f. Pernv. 
cuca] 

♦coc'a-col'a, n. Aerated non-alcoholic 
drink. [P] 

cocam | e', n. Drug from coca producing 
local insensibility. Hence ~'ize(5) v.t., 
~!za'tion, ~'ism(5), nn. [-ine5] 

coc'cagee (-ge), n. A cider apple, cider 
from it. [f. Ir. cac a ghiidh goose dung (so 
coloured)] 

coc'cyx (-ks-), n. Small triangular bone 
ending spinal column in man; analogous 
part in birds etc. Hence or cogm coc- 
cy'geAL a., coccy'geo-, coc'cyg(o)-, 
(-ks-), comb, forms. [L, f. Gk kokkux 
-ugos cuckoo (like its bill)] 

coch'in-chin'a, n. & a. (Fowl) of Cochin 
China breed, [place] 

coch'ineal, n. Dried bodies of insect 
reared on cactus in Mexico etc., used for 
making scarlet dye & carmine, [f. F 
cochenille f. Sp. cochinilla or It. -iglia 
(coccino f. L coccinus scarlet f. coccum 
scarlet, orig. berry)] 

coch'lea (-k-), n. (pi. -leae). Spiral cavity 
of internal ear. [L, = snail] 

cock1, n. 1. Male bird (alone of domestic 
fowl, as below, also of black—; of other 
birds only when aided by context; in 
comb, in bird-names, as peacock, wood- 

& prefixed = male as ~ robin; ~ 
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sparrow, male sparrow, small lively 
pugnacious person; ~ of the wood, 
capercaillie; || ~ of the north, brambling; 
~-nest, built by some ~s, as wren, to 
roost in); (short for) woodcock (w. 
collect, sing, for pi.); male of domestic 
fowl (~-a-doodle-doo, its crow, child’s 
name for ~); game1—; —&-bull story, 
idle invention, incredible tale; '-'-crow, 
-crowing, dawn; ~-fighting, setting ~s to 
fight as sport; this beats ~-fighting, is 
inexpressibly delightful; live like fighting 
~s, on best of fare; that ~ won’t fight, 
that plea, plan, will not do; ~ lobster, 
salmon, male; —-shot, -shy, object set up 
to be thrown at with sticks, stones, etc., 
as formerly ~s at Shrovetide, a throw at 
this; —s'-comb, crest of yellow rattle & 
other plants, & see coxcomb; —s'foot, a 
pasture grass; —s'head, kinds of trefoil; 
—’spur, ~’s spur, gas-burner of same 
shape; ~ of the walk, dominant person (so 
~ of the school among boys); old—, familiar 
vocative. 2. Tapped spout, tap, (—-metal, 
two parts copper to one of lead); (not 
decent) penis; lever in gun raised ready 
to be released by trigger (at half, full, —, 
of gun half-ready or ready to be let 
oil); indicating-tongue of balance. [OE 
coc(c), prob. f. med. L coccus (imit.), in ME 
reinforced by OF cog f. same source] 

cock3, v.t. & i. Erect, stick or stand up, 
jauntily or defiantly (~ the ears, in 
attention; ~ one’s nose, in contempt; ~ a 
snook ; ~ one’s eye, glance knowingly, 
wink); ~ one’s hat, set it on aslant, also 
turn up the brim (—ed hat, formerly, 
with brim fixed so, now, brimless tri¬ 
angular hat pointed before, behind, & 
above, of various uniform costumes; 
knock into a —ed hat, out of shape or 
recognition); raise cock of (gun) in readi¬ 
ness for firing, [f. prec. w. ref. to cock’s 
comb, crowing-attitude, etc.] 

c5ck3, n. Upw'ard bend (of nose etc.); 
significant turn (of eye); way of cocking 
hat; cocked state of gun (see COCK1), [f. 
prec. ] 

cock1, n., & v.t. (Heap hay, rarely corn, 
into) small conical heap(s) in the field. 
[14th c., perh. of Scand. orig., cf. Norw. 
kok heap, ON kokkr lump, G dial, kocke 
heap of hay] 

cockabon'dy (-fin-), n. Kind of fishing- 
-fiy. [f. \V coch a bon ddu red with black 
trunk ] 

cockad|e', n. Rosette etc. worn in hat as 
badge of office or party or part of livery, 
esp. black leather rosette (badge of 
House of Hanover) worn by servants of 
persons serving Crown. Hence ~'ei>2 

a. [earlier cockard f. F cocarde orig. in 
bonnet d la coquarde, f. fern, of coquard 
pert (coq COCK1, -ard)] 

cock-a-hoop', a. & adv. Exultant(ly), 
with boastful crowing, [of unkn. orig.] 

cockney 

Cockaigne' (-an), -ayne', n. Imaginary 
land of idleness and luxury; (punningly 
w. ref. to cockney) London. [ME 
cokaygn(e) f. OF (pais de) cocaigne (mod. 
cocagne) lit. ‘land of cakes’ f. MLG 
kokenje sweet cake] 

II cock-a-leek'ie. = cocky-leeky. 
cockalor'um, n. (colloq.). Self-important 
little man; || high —, boy’s game of leap¬ 
frog type, [arbitrary form, f. cock1] 

cockatoo', n. Kinds of parrot with mov¬ 
able crest, [f. Malay kakatua w. assim. 
to COCK1] 

cock'atrlce, n. = basilisk. [ME cocalris, 
-ice f. OF cocalris etc. f. med. L *calca- 
tricem (L calcare tread, track) rendering 
Gk ikhneumon tracker (see ichneumon)] 

cock'boat, n. Small ship’s boat. [f. obs. 
cock small boat (f. OF coque) 4-boat1] 

cock'chsifer, n. Greyish-chestnut beetle 
flying with loud whirring sound, [perh. 
f. cock1 as expr. size or vigour + chafer] 

cock'er1, v.t. Indulge, pamper, coddle, 
(child, invalid, etc.; usu. up), [orig. 
obsc.; perh. f. obs. cock vb in same sense; 
cf. also obs. cockle fondle] 

Cock'er2, n. According to —, exact, 
correct. [E. ~, famous teacher of arith¬ 
metic d. 1675] 

cSck'er3, n. Breed of spaniel, [a ‘cock- 
ing-dog’, as starting woodcock etc.; see 
-ER1] 

cock'erel, n. Young cock; pugnacious 
youth, [dim. of cock1, cf. pickerel, 
mongrel] 

cock'-eyed (-id), a. (si.). Squinting; 
crooked, set aslant, not level; stupid. 
[cock3] 

cock'-hdrse, adv. (Also a-cock-horse, see 
a2) astride, mounted, [in 16th c. = toy 
horse] 

coc'kle1, n. (Also corn—) purple-flowered 
plant growing among corn, esp. wheat; 
disease of wheat turning grains black. 
[OE coccul-, excl. E.; perh. f. a dim. of L 
coccum berry] 

coc'kle2, n. An edible bivalve; its shell; 
small shallow boat (also —shell, —-boat); 
—s of the heart, one’s feelings (delight, 
warm, the —s etc.) [ME & OF cokille f. 
med. L *cochilia for conchylia (pi.)] 

coc'kle3, v.i. & t., & n. (Make to) bulge, 
curl up, pucker; (n.) bulge or wrinkle in 
paper, glass, etc. [f. F coquiller blister (of 
bread) f. coquille; see prec.] 

coc'kle1, n. Radiating-stove for heating 
room. [perh. f. Du. kakel, kachel f. G 
kachel stove-tile] 

cock'-loft (-aw-), n. Small upper loft. 
[orig. uncert.; perh. f. cock1-]-loft] 

cock'ney, n. & a. (pi. ~s). (Characteristic 
of a) native of London (usu. contemp¬ 
tuous, esp. ~ accent). Hence ~dom 
(-nld-), ~ese' (-nlez'), nn., ~fy (-nit-) 
v.t., —ish1 a., ~ism(2, 4) n., (-nli-), ~ize(3) 
(nil-) v.t. & i. [ME coken-ey cock’s egg 

For compounds of co- not given consult CO-. 
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(colcen gen. pi., ey f. OE Big); orig. sense 
prob. small or 111-shaped egg (still cock’s 
egg in dial., cf. G hahnenei); obs. senses 
are ‘child that sucketh long’, ‘one made 
a wanton or nestle-cock of’, towns¬ 
man, the limitation to London being 
later] 

cdck'pit, n. Place made for cockfights; 
arena of any struggle (~ of Europe, Bel¬ 
gium); (hist.) after part of man-of-war’s 
orlop deck, quarters of junior officers, 
used in action as hospital; (Aeronaut.) 
space for pilot etc. in fuselage of aero¬ 
plane. 

cock'roach, n. Nocturnal voracious 
dark-brown beetle-like insect (also black- 
beetle) infesting kitchens, [f. Sp. cucaracha 
w. assim, to cock1, koach1] 

cock-sure' (-shoor), a. Certain to happen, 
undoubtedly about to do; quite con¬ 
vinced of, about; self-confident, dogmatic, 
presumptuous, whence ~ness (-rn-) n. 
[cock1 used intensively, sure] 

cocksy, coxy, coxiness. = cocky etc. 
cdck'tail, n. & a., cock'tailed (-Id), a. 
(Horse) with docked tail, of racing stamp 
but not thoroughbred; (person) placed 
above his birth or breeding; kind of 
beetle; drink of spirit with bitters, sugar, 
etc. (origin doubtful; from U.S.). [tail 
like that of cock, or that cocks up; senso 
half-bred f. docking of hunters & stage- 
-coach horses] 

cock-up, n. (typog.). Initial letter much 
taller than the rest, [cock2] 

cock'y, cock'sy, cdx'y, a. Conceited, 
pert. Hence coclc'iLY2, cox'i-, adv., 
cock'iNESs, cox'i-, n. [cock1, -y2] 

cocky-leek'y, n. Scotch soup of cock 
boiled with leeks. 

cockyoll'y bird, n. (Nursery phr. for) 
bird. 

coc'o (pi. -os), coc'oa1 (-ko), cok'er, n. 
(Also ~rawf, ~-tree, ~nut-tree) tropical 
palm-tree; coconut, it3 large ovate brown 
hard-shelled seed with edible white lining 
enclosing whitish liquid (~nut milk), 
(si.) human head; that accounts for the 
milk in the ~nut, (joc.) now all i3 ex¬ 
plained ;~n«f butter, the solid oil obtained 
from the lining of a ~nut, used in soap, 
candles, ointment, etc.; ~nut malting, 
made from fibre of nut’s outer husk; 
double ~nut, much larger two-lobed seed 
of Seychelles palm. [f. Port. & Sp. coco 
grimace; cocoa esp. since Dr Johnson’s 
dictionary (1755), in which the article 
coco was run together with the article 
cocoa ( = cacao)', coker (17th c.) still in 
commerc. use] 

coc'oa2 (-ko), n. Powder made from 
crushed cacao seeds often with other 
ingredients; drink made from this or 
from the seeds; ~ bean, cacao seed;~ nib, 
cotyledon of this; ~ powder, kind of 
gunpowder, [alt. of cacao] 

cocoon', n., & v.t. & i. Silky case spun by 
larva to protect it as chrysalis, esp. that 

coefficient 
of silkworm, whence ~ery(3) n.; similar 
structure made by other animals; (vb) 
form, wrap (oneself, thing etc.) in, ~; 
spray with plastic material, [f. F cocon 
f. Pr. coucoun dim. of coca shell] 

cUcMte', u. Member of the Parisian demi¬ 
monde; fashionable prostitute. [F] 

cod1, n. Large sea fish (also ~'fish); — 
-bank, submarine bank frequented by 
it; —liver oil, used as medicine. [ME, of 
unkn. orig.] 

cod2, v.t. & i. (si.; -dd-). Hoax, fool. [orig. 
unkn. ] 

cod'a, n. (mus.). Independent and often 
elaborate passage introduced after the 
natural conclusion of a movement (also 
fig.). [It., f. L cauda tail] 

cod'dle, v.t., & n. Treat as invalid, keep 
from cold & exertion, feed up-, (n.) 
person who coddles himself or others, 
[etym. uncert.; perh. same wd as caudle, 
or (16th c.) coddle boil gently, stew] 

c5de, n., & v.t. 1. Systematic collection 
of statutes, body of laws so arranged as 
to avoid inconsistency overlapping, 
whence cSd'iFY v.t., cOd'ifiER1, c6di- 
fica'tion, nn.; set of rules on any subject; 
prevalent morality of a society or class 
(esp. ~ of honour); system of mil. etc. 
signals; (Telegr.) set of letter or figure or 
word groups with arbitrary meanings for 
brevity or secrecy. 2. v.t. (Also codify) 
put (message) into ~ words, whence 
cod'ER1 n. [ME, f. OF f. L codex] 

c5-declIna'tion, n. (astron.). Comple¬ 
ment of the declination, North-Polar 
distance. [co-(2) ] 

cod'eine (-en, -Icn), n. Alkaloid in opium 
used as hypnotic, [f. Gk kodeia poppy- 
-head + -INE5] 

cod'Sx, n. (pi. cod'ices). Manuscript 
volume, esp. of ancient Bible or classical 
texts. [L, earlier caudex tree-trunk, 
tablet, book] 

codg'er, n. (colloq.). Fellow, buffer, queer 
old person, [perh. var. of cadger] 

cod'Icil, n. Supplementary addition, esp. 
modifying or revoking will. So codicill'- 
ary1 a. [f. L codicillus (usu. pi.) dim. of 
CODEX] 

codling1, n. Small codfish. r-LlNG'(2)] 
cod'lln(g)2, n. ICind3 of apple of long 
tapering shape; '—s-db-cream, willow- 
-herb. [15th c. querd(e)lyng(e) f. AN quer 
de lion lion-heart; cf. the surname Quer- 
delioun, Querdling, wh. survives as 
Guadling, Guodling (C.T.O.)] 

cod'piece, n. (hist.). Bagged appendage 
to the front of men’s breeches, [f. OE 
codd bag + piece1] 

*co'-ed', n. (colloq.). Girl or woman 
student at co-educational institution, 
[abbr. ] 

co-educa'tion, n. Education of boys & 
girls together. Hence~AL (-sho-) a. [co-] 

coeffi'cient (-shnt), n. Joint agent or 
factor; (Alg.) number placed before and 
multiplying another quantity known or 
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unknown; (Physics) multiplier that mea¬ 
sures some property (~ of friction, 
expansion, etc.); differential —, quantity 
measuring rate of change of a function 
of any variable with respect to that 
variable. [C0-] 

coel'acanth (sel-), a. & n. (Fish) having a 
hollow spine, [f. coel(o)-, Gk akantha 
spine, thorn! 

coel'iac (sel-), a. (physiol.). Of the belly. 
[f. L f. Gk koiliakos (koilia belly)] 

coel'(o)- (sel-), in scientific wds, f. Gk 
koilos hollow & L coelum heaven. 

coen'(o)- (sen-), in comb. = Gk koinos 
common. 

coen'obite (sen-), cen-, n. Member of 
monastic community. Hence c(o)eno- 
blt'ic(AL) aa., c(o)en'obitiSM(3) n., (sen-), 
[f. LL coenobita f. LL f. Gk koinobion 
convent (coeno-, bios life)] 

coe'qual, a. & n. (Arch., theolog., or 
emphatic, for) equal. Hence coequal'iTY 
(-kwbl-) n., ~ly2 adv. [15th c., f. L 
coacqualis (C0-, EQUAL)] 

coerce', v.t. & i. Forcibly constrain or 
impel (person) into quiet, obedience, or 
any course (into, rarely to do, or abs.); 
use force, secure by force (a~d obedience). 
Hence coeb'ciBLE a. [f. L co(ercere ercit- 
= arcere shut up)] 

coffr'cion (-shn), n. Controlling of 
voluntary agent or action by force; 
government by force. Hence ~ary 1 a., 
~ist(2) n. & a., (-sho-). [f. OF cohercion, 
-tion f. L coer(c)tionem (coekce, -ion)] 

cSer'cive, a. Of, acting by, exercising, 
coercion. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness 
(-vn-) n. [irreg. f. coerce +-ive ] 

coessen'tial (-shl), a. Of the same sub¬ 
stance or essence, [f. LL coessentialis, 
alternative rendering, with consub- 
stantialis, of Gk homoousios (Gk ousia - 
L substantia, essentia)] 

coetan'eous, a. = coeval a. [f. LL 
co(aetaneus f. L aetas age) + -ous] 

coetern'al, a. Alike eternal. So ~ly2 
adv. [f. LL coaeternus +-AL] 

coev'al, a. & n. (Person) of same date of 
origin, of same age, existing at same 
epoch, of same duration. Hence ~ity 
(-&1-) n., ~ly2 adv. [f. LL CO(aevus f. 
aevurn age) ] 

co-exec'utor, co-exec'utrix, (-gz-), nn. 
Joint executor, executrix, [co-] 

c5exis|t', v.i. Exist together or with. So 
~'tENT a., ~'tENCE n. (peaceful ~tence, of 
peoples with different political & social 
systems, living in mutual toleration). 
[co-]_ 

coexten'sive, a. Extending over same 
space or time, [co-] 

coff'ee (-fl), n. Drink made from seeds of a 
shrub roasted & ground; light meal with 
~, ~ as final course at dinner; the shrub, 
its seeds raw, roasted, or ground; —bean, 
the seed; ~-cup, of special shape or size; 

~-grounds, sediment after infusion; <■— 
•house, -palace, refreshment house; ~- 
-mill, for grinding seeds; —pot, for 
making or serving ~ in; —•-room, publio 
dining-room of hotel; —tavern, tem¬ 
perance refreshment house. [f. Turk, 
f. Arab, qahweh the drink] 

coff'er, n. Box, esp. for valuables; (pi.) 
treasury, funds; sunk panel in ceiling etc.; 
—-dam, watertight case in bridge-build¬ 
ing, caisson. [ME & OF cofre f. L f. Gk 
kophinos basket] 

coff'in, n., & v.t. 1. Chest in which corpse 
is buried; drive nail into one’s ~, hasten 
his, one’s, death by annoyance, intem¬ 
perance, etc.; unseaworthy ship; horse’s 
hoof below coronet (-—bone, last phalan¬ 
geal bone of foot; —-joint at top of hoof); 
~ -plate, of metal in lid with deceased’s 
name etc.; hence ~less a. 2. v.t. Put in 
~, store away (e.g. books) inaccessibly. 
[MB, f. OF cof(f)in little basket etc. f. L 
cophinus (prec.)] 

coff'le, n. Train of beasts, slaves, etc., 
fastened together. [f. Arab, qdfilah 
caravan] 

cog1, n. One of series of projections on 
edge of wheel or side of bar transferring 
motion by engaging with another series; 
hunting —, extra ~ on one wheel etc. 
securing constant variation in the ~s 
engaged; ~-wheel, with ~s. Hence 
~gED2 (-gd) a. [ME cogge, app. rel. to 
Sw. kugge, Norw. kug) 

cog2, v.t. (-gg-). ~ dice, fraudulently con¬ 
trol the way they fall (~ged dice for 
loaded dice is a mistake of modern 
archaists). [16th c. cant of unkn. orig. ] 

co'gent, a. Forcible, convincing, (of argu¬ 
ment, &, usu. now playfully as though by 
transf. from this, of motive, compulsion, 
etc.). Hence cS'gENCY n., ~ly2 adv. [f. 
L cogent- part. st. of cogere compel] 

co'gitable, a. Able to be grasped by 
reason, conceivable, [f. L cogitabilis 
(foil., -ABLE)] 

co'git|ate, v.i. & t. Ponder, meditate; 
devise; (Philos.) form conception of. 
Hence or cogn. ~a'tion n., ~ative a., 
~afiveLY2 adv., ~ativeNESS n. [f. L cogi- 
tare = co(agitare agitate) think, -ate3] 

cognac (kOn'ydk), n. French brandy, 
prop, that distilled from ~ wine, [place- 
-name] 

cog'nate, a. & n. 1. Descended from 
common ancestor (cf. agnate), akin in 
origin, nature, or quality; a relative. 
2. (philol.). Of same linguistic family; re¬ 
presenting same original word; of parallel 
development in different allied languages 
(father is ~ with L pater, paternal is 
derived from it); a~ word. 3. (gram.). ~ 
object or accusative, one of kindred mean¬ 
ing to vb, used adverbially, not as true 
object (in die the death, death is ~, in he 
slew death it is object). Hence ~ness 

For compounds of co- not given consult co-. 
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(-tn-) d. [f. L co(gnatus bom usu. nalus 
f. gn-_, gen-, gon-, beget)] 

cogna'tion, n. Cognate relationship, now 
esp. in philology. [ME, f. L cognatio 
(prec., -ION)] 

cogni'tion, n. (philos.). Action or faculty 
of knowing, perceiving, conceiving, as 
opposed to emotion & volition; a percep¬ 
tion, sensation, notion, or intuition. So 
~al (-sho-), cog'nitiVB, aa. [f. L cognitio 
f. co(gnoscere -gnit- apprehend f. gno- 
know, usu. noscere)] 

cog'nizablle (also k5n-), -is- (-iz-), a. 
Perceptible; recognizable; within the 
jurisdiction of a court etc. Hence ~ly2 
adv. [f. foil. + -able ] 

cog'nizance (also kon-), -is- (-Iz-), n. 1. 
Being aware, notice, sphere of observa¬ 
tion, (have~ of, know, esp. in a legitimate 
or official way; take ~ of, attend to, not 
allow to go unobserved; fall within, be 
beyond, one’s ~, of things that fairly con¬ 
cern, do not concern, one). 2. (Right of) 
dealing with a matter legally or judicially 
(with phrr. as above in legal sense). 3. 
Distinctive mark, as crest, coat of arms, 
badge. [ME, f. OF conis(s)aunce f. Rom. 
*connoscentia f. L cognoscent- part. st. of 
cognoscere see cognition, -ance] 

cog'nizant (also kbn-), -is- (-Iz-), a. Hav¬ 
ing knowledge, being aware, of-, (Philos.) 
having cognition, [f. prec., see -ant] 

cognize', -ise' (-Iz), v.t. (philos.). Have 
cognition of. [on anal, of cognizance & 
recognize & of vbs rightly ending in -ize ] 

cognom'en, n. Nickname; surname; 
name; (Rom. Ant.) third or family name, 
as Marcus Tullius Cicero, or fourth name 
or personal epithet, as Publius Cornelius 
Scipio Africamis (also called agnomen). 
[L, co-, (g)nomen name f. st. of (g)noscere 
know] 

cognoscente (k<5nyosh6n'tI), n. (pl.-<£). 
Connoisseur. [It., lit., one who knows] 

cognos'cible, a. Capable of being known 
(esp. Philos.), [f. LL cognoscibilis f. L 
cognoscere see cognition + -ible ] 

cdgnov'it, n. (legal). Defendant’s ac¬ 
knowledgement, to save expense, that 
plaintiff's cause is just. [L, = he has 
acknowledged] 

cohab'it, v.i. Live together, esp. as 
husband & wife (usu. of persons not 
married). So~A'Tl0Nn. [f. LL cohabitare 
f. L co(habilare dwell frequent, of habere 
hold); cf. F cohabiter] 

coheir', coheir'ess, (koar-), nn. Male, 
female, joint heir, [co-] 

cohere', v.i. Stick together, remain 
united, (of parts or whole); be consistent, 
well knit (of arguments, style, etc.). 
Hence coher'ER1 n., detector of electrio 
waves consisting of a glass cylinder con¬ 
taining metal filings which ~ when struck 
by a wave. [f. L co(hcterere -haes- stick)] 

coher'lent.a. Cohering; consistent, easily 
followed, not rambling or inconsequent, 
(of argument, narration, etc.). So ~ence. 

~enoy, nn.,~entLT2 adv. [f. L cohaerenl- 
part. st. of cohaerere (prec., -ENT)] 

cohe'ritor, n. =■ coheir, [co-] 
cohe'sion (-zbn), n. Sticking together, 
force with which molecules cohere; 
tendency to remain united. So cohes'ivs 
a., cohes'iveLY2 (-vl-) adv., cohes'lve- 
ness (-vn-) n. [f. L cohoes- (see cohere, 

-ion), after adhere, adhesion] 
co'hort, n. Division of Roman army; 
band of warriors; persons banded to¬ 
gether. [f. L cohors -hort- or F cohorte] 

coif, n. (hist.). Close cap covering top, 
back, and sides, of head; serjeant-at- 
-law’s white cap. [ME, f. OF coi/(/)e f. 
LL cofia, cvfia, of uncert. orig.] 

coiffeur (see Ap.) n. Hairdresser. [F] 
coiffure (see Ap.), n. Way one’s hair is 
dressed. [F] 

coign (koin), n. ~ of vantage, place 

affording good view of something, [old 

form of coin, quoin, preserved by Macb. I. 
vi. 7] 

coil1, v.t. & i. Dispose (rope etc.) in 
concentric rings; twist (t. & i., often up) 
into circular or spiral shape; move 
sinuously, [f. OF coillir (mod. cueillir, 
also in same sense; cf. Pg. colher un cabo 
coil a cable) f. L colligere collect2] 

coil2, n. Length of coiled rope, spring, 
etc.; arrangement, thing arranged, in 
concentric circles; single turn of coiled 
thing, e.g. snake; lock of hair twisted & 
coiled; wire, piping, etc., in circles or 
symmetric curves; (Electr.) spiral wire 
for passage of current, [f. prec.] 

coil2, n. (arch. & poet.). Disturbance, 
much ado, noise, (this mortal ~, turmoil 
of life), [orig. unkn.] 

coin \ n. Piece of metal made into money 
by official stamp ; metal money; money; 
false ~, imitation in base metal etc., 
(fig.) anything spurious; pay one in his 
own ~, give tit for tat. Hence ~'less 

a. (ME, f. OF coi(g)n wedge, stamping- 
-die, f. L cuneus wedge ] 

coin2, v.t. Make (money) by stamping 
metal (~ money, get money fast); make 
(metal) into money; make money by 
means of (one’s brains etc.); invent, 
fabricate, (esp. new word). [ME, f. OF 
coignier f. coin see prec. ] 

coin'age, n. Coining; coins; system of 
coins in use (decimal ~, in which each 
value is ten times the next below); 
fabrication (the ~ of one’s brain), inven¬ 
tion, coined word. [ME, f. OF coigniage 
see prec., -age] 

coincide', v.i. Occupy same portion of 
space; occur at and occupy same time; 
agree together or with; concur in opinion 
etc. [f. med. L coincidere (used unchanged 
in Eng. contexts in 17th c.),orF coincider] 

coin'cidence, n. (Instance of) being co¬ 
incident; notable concurrence of events 
or circumstances without apparent causal 
connexion, [f. as prec. (see -ENCE) or F 
coincidence] 
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coin'cident, a. Coinciding. Hence ~ly2 

adv. [f. as prec. (see -ent) or F coincident ] 
coinciden'tal, a. Of the nature of (a) 
coincidence, [f. prec. +-al ] 

coin'er, n. In vbl senses; esp., maker of 
counterfeit coin, [coin2+-ER1] 

coinstantan'eous, a. Exactly at the 
same moment, [co-] 

coir (koi'er), n. Coconut fibre, used for 
ropes, matting, etc. [f. Malayalam kaycvr 
cord] 

coi'tion, n. Sexual copulation, [f. L 
coitio f. co (ire it- go)] 

coke, n., & y.t. (Convert coal into) solid 
substance left when volatile parts have 
been distilled from coal. [prob. f. north, 
dial, colk core, of unkn. orig.] 

coker(nut). See coco, 
col, n. Depression in mountain-chain. 

[F, = neck, col, f. L collum neck) 
col-, form taken by com- before l. 
col'a, k-, n. W.-Afr. tree; (also —nut, 

-seed), its seed, used as condiment, tonic, 
and antidote to alcohol. [W.-Afr.] 

col'ander (ku-), cull'ender, n., & v.t. 
(Pass through a) perforated vessel used 
as strainer in cookery; similar appliance 
for casting shot. [15th c., perh. f. Pr. 
*colador (Sp. colador) f. Rom. *colatorem 
f. colare -at- f. colum strainer (-OR); cf. LL 
colalorium; for intrusive -n- cf, passenger] 

co-lat'itude, n. (astron.). Complement of 
latitude, difference between it & 90°. 

[co-(2)] 
II colcann'on, n. Irish dish of cabbage and 
potatoes pounded and stewed, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

col'chicum (or -kl-), n. Meadow-saffron; 
drug extracted from it used for gout. 
[L, f. Gk kollchikon neut. adj. (Kolkhis 
on Black Sea, -ic) ] 

cdl'cothar, n. Red peroxide of iron used 
in polishing glass etc. [f. Arab, qolqotar] 

cold *, a. 1. Of low temperature, esp. when 
compared with human body or w'ith that 
usual in things like the one in question 
(ice, key, stone, —, ~ as these; —-blooded, 
of fish & reptiles, also fig. of sluggish 
persons, & see below; —-livered, un¬ 
emotional; ~ steel, sword, bayonet, etc., 
opposed to fire-arms, inch or few etc. 
inches of — steel, thrust). 2. Not heated or 
having cooled after heat (~ water-, throw 
— water on plan, discourage it; — in death 
or ~, dead; ~ pig, water thrown on 
sleeper to wake him, also —pig as v.t.; 
—-hammer, work metal in ~ state; <— 
-chisel ; ~ ivithout, — sugarless spirit & 
water; ~ meat, that has cooled after 
cooking; ~ shoulder, of roast mutton, 
give the — shoulder to, entertain poorly, 
show distaste for company of, also ~- 
-shoulder as v.t.; in — blood, without the 
excuse of heat or excitement, of cruelty 
etc., whence~'blood'ED2 a. ,~'blood'ed- 
NESS n.); feeling —; slow to absorb heat 

collapse 

(of clayey soil). 3. Without ardour, 
friendliness, or affection, undemonstra¬ 
tive, apathetic, (so ~'heart'ED2 a., 
~'heart'edNESs n., ~,heart'edLY 2 adv.; 
idea leaves one —, unmoved, not im¬ 
pressed). 4. Chilling, depressing, un¬ 
interesting, (~ comfort, counsel, news). 
5. Faint (of scent in hunting). 6. ~ 
colours, blue, grey, etc., opp. red, yellow, 
etc.; —drawn castor oil ; ~ coil, tube 
coiled round inflamed part with ~ water 
running in it; ~ blast, of ~ air forced into 
furnace; ~ cream ; ~ feet, (orig. army si.) 
funk, disinclination to fight or go to or 
remain at the front; ~ snap, sudden spell 
of ~ weather; have person ~ (at one's 
mercy); ~ war. Hence -^'ish1^) a.., 

~'ly2 adv.,~'NESS n. [OE, OS cald, OHG 
kail, ON kaldr, Goth, kalds f. Gmc 
*kaldaz cogn. w. L gelu] 

c51d2, n. Prevalence in atmosphere, or 
rarely in any object, of low temperature 
(left out in the —, not looked after); 
inflamed state of mucous membrane, 
with hoarseness, running at nose, sore 
throat, etc. (catch 1 ~; often ~ in the 
head). Hence ~'proof a. [OF cald neut. 
adj. see prec.] 

cSld'-short, a. Brittle in its cold state 
(of iron), [f. Sw. kailskor (— Norw., Da. 
koldskjor) f. kallr cold +skjor brittle, w. 
assim. to short (sense 6); cf. red-short ] 

cole, n. (Old name, now rare exc. in comb., 
for) kinds of cabbage etc., as rape, sea 
kale; -—seed, plant from which colza oil 
is got. [ME col(e), north, cal (kale), f. ON 
kdl (= OE cawel, OHG kol(i)), f. L 
caulis cabbage] 

coleop'terous, a. Of the order of Coleo- 
ptcra or beetles, with front wings con¬ 
verted into sheaths for hinder, [f. Gk 
koleopteros (koleos sheath, pteron wing) + 
-OHS] 

•cole-slaw (-Is-), n. Salad of sliced cab¬ 
bage. [f. Du. koolsla = kool-salade (kool 
cabbage)] 

coi'ic, n. Severe griping pains in belly. 
Hence ~kY2 a. [15th c., f. LL f. Gk 
kolikos (colon1, -ic)] 

Coliseum. Var. of colosseum. 
colit'is, n. Inflammation of the lining of 
the colon, [colon 1 + -itis ] 

coS15b,or|ate, v.i. Work in combination 
(with, or abs.) esp. at literary or artistic 
production; co-operate treacherously 
with the enemy. So ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. 
[f. F collaborer or L coi(laborare labour2), 
-ate 3] 

collage' (-ahzh), n. An abstract form of 
art in which photographs, pieces of paper, 
matchsticks. etc. are placed in juxta¬ 
position & glued to the pictorial surface. 
[F]_ 

collapse', n., & v.i. (Undergo, experience, 
a) falling in, sudden shrinking together, 
giving way, prostration by loss of nervous 

For compounds of co- not given consult co-. 
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or muscular power, breakdown of mental 
energy, loss of courage, [vb back form, 
f. collapsed f. L collapsus p.p. of col[labi 
laps- slip); n.f. medical collapsus n. ] 

collap'sible, -able, a. So made as to 
collapse when required for packing etc. 
f-IiLE] 

coll'ar1, n. Neckband, upright or turned 
over, of coat, dress, shirt, etc.; band of 
linen, lace, etc., completing upper part 
of costume; || neck-chain of order of 
knighthood; II~ of SS or esses, formerly 
badge of House of Lancaster, still in 
some officials’ costume; leather or metal 
band round dog’s or prisoner’s neck; roll 
round horse’s neck bearing weight of 
draught (—harness, opp. breast harness; 
~-work, hard pulling esp. up hill, & fig. 
of severe effort, so also against the ~); 
restraining or connecting band, ring, 
pipe, in machines etc.; arrangement 
connecting several fishing-flics; coloured 
stripe round animal’s neck; piece of meat, 
brawn, fish, tied in roll; ~-beam, hori¬ 
zontal beam connecting two rafters and 
forming with them an A-shaped roof- 
-truss; ~-bone, joining breast-bone & 
shoulder-blade, clavicle. Hence (-)~ed2 
(-rd), ~less, aa. [ME & AF coler (OF 
-ier) f. L collare (collum neck, -AR1)] 

coll'ar2, v.t. Seize (person) by the collar, 
capture; (Rugby footb.) lay hold of and 
stop (opponent holding ball); (si.) appro¬ 
priate; press (meat etc.) into roll. [f. 
prec.] 

collaret(te)', n. Woman’s collar of lace, 

fur, etc. [f. F collcrelle (collier collar1, 

-ette)] 
col!at|e', v.t. Compare in detail (copies 

of text or document, one copy with 
another); (Bibliog.) verify order of 
(sheets) by signatures; put together; 
appoint (clergyman) to benefice (only of 
the Ordinary). So ~'or n. [f. L C0L(Za(- 

p.p. st. of ferre bring)] 
collat'eral, a. & n. Side by side, parallel ; 
subordinate but from same source, 
contributory, connected but aside from 
main subject, course, etc.; of common 
descent but by different line (so as noun 
=~ kinsman); ~ security or ~, property 
pledged as guarantee for repayment of 
money (opp. personal giving right of 
action for recovery). Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[ME, f. med. L col {lateralis lateral,)] 

colia'tion, n. In vbl senses of collate; 

also: (R.-C. Ch.) light repast in evening 
of fast-day; light meal (usu. cold ~) often 
at exceptional time. [ME, f. OF f. L 
collationem (collate, -ion); sense repast 
from Benedictine monastery readings of 
Lives of the Fathers (collationes patrum; 
collatio also of the reading & debate on it) 
followed by light repast] 

coll'eague (-eg), n. One of two or more 
holders of joint office or (loosely) of 
position in a profession or business (usu. 
with my etc.), [f. F colloguef. Lcohtfega)] 

coll'ect1, n. Short prayer of Common 
Prayer Book, esp. one of those appro¬ 
priated to days or seasons & read before 
Epistle & in morning & evening prayer. 
[ME & OF collccle f. med. L collecla in 
similar senses = L collcda fern. p.p. of 
colligere collect2] 

collect'2, v.t. & i. Assemble, accumulate, 
bring or come together; get (taxes, con¬ 
tributions) from a number of people; 
(colloq.) call for, fetch ; secure (specimens, 
books, etc.) for addition to a set; regain 
control of, concentrate, recover, (oneself, 
one’s thoughts, energies, courage; ~ed, 
not distracted, cool, whence ~edLY2 
adv.; ~ a horse, keep him in hand, not 
let him sprawl); infer, gather, conclude. 
Hence ~able, -ible, a. [f. (partly) OF 
collecler (f. collede n. collect1), or LL 
collectare, or obs. E collect adj. f. L 
collectus p.p. of colligere = legere pick)] 

collSctan'ea, n. pi. Collected passages, 
miscellany. [L, neut. pi. adj.] 

collec'tion, n. Collecting; collecting of 
money, money collected, at meeting or 
Church service for charitable or religious 
purpose; accumulation of water, dust, 
etc.; group of things collected & belong¬ 
ing together (literary materials, speci¬ 
mens, works of art, etc.); II (pi.) college 
terminal examination at Oxford etc. 
[ME, f. OF f. L collectionem (collect2, 
-ion)] 

collec'tive, a. & n. Formed by, consti¬ 
tuting a, collection, taken as a whole, 
aggregate, (~ fruit, resulting from many 
flowers, as mulberry); of, from, many 
individuals, common, (~ note, signed by 
several States; ~ ownership, of land, 
means of production, etc., by all for 
benefit of all, whence collec'tivisn, col- 
lec'tivlST, nn.); (Gram. & Log.) ~ noun, 
~ idea, or~, used in sing, to express many 
individuals, as cattle, troop, duck; ~ 
security, (Pol.) policy or principle of the 
alliance of several countries in order to 
guarantee the security of each one. Hence 
~ly2 (-vl-) adv., collectiv'iTY n. [f. F 
collect if or L collectivics (as prec., -ive)] 

collec'tor, n. One who collects (specimens, 
curiosities, railway tickets at station, 
money due, esp. taxes, rent, & subscrip¬ 
tions); collectiDg-apparatus in various 
machines; in India, chief official of district 
collecting revenue & holding magisterial 
powers, whence (office & district) ~ate1 
n. Hence ~ship n. [ME & AF colleclour 
(F -eur)f. med. L collectorem(as prec., -or)] 

II colleen', n. (Anglo-Ir.). Girl. [Ir. cailin, 
dim. of caile country-woman] 

coll'ege, n. Body of colleagues with 
common functions & privileges (Sacred 
C~, ~ of cardinals, the Pope’s council of 
70; Heralds’ C~, or C~ of Arms; C~ of 
Physicians, Preceptors, etc.); II indepen¬ 
dent corporation of scholars in university, 
usu. with master, fellows, scholars, & 
students not on f oundation; || similar 
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foundation outside university (as Eton, 
Dulwich); small degree-giving university; 
institution for higher education affiliated 
to university; place of professional study 
(army, naval, or agriculture, etc.); II large 
public secondary school (Marlborough); 
(pretentious name for) private school; 
buildings of any of these; ||~ living, 
benefice in gift of a ~; ~ pudding, small 
plum pudding for one person. Hence 
colle'giAL a. [ME, f. OF colege or L 
(icollegium (collega colleague). 

II coll'eger, n. One of seventy foundation 
scholars at Eton. [-ER1] 

colle'gian, n. Member of a college; II (old 
si.) inmate of a prison, [f. med. L col- 
legianus (collegium, -AN)] 

coile'giate1, a. Constituted as, belonging 
to, a college or body of colleagues, cor¬ 
porate; ~ church, endowed for chapter 
but with no see, (So. & U.S.) under joint 
pastorate; ~ school, of high pretensions. 
Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv. [f. LL collegiaius 
(COLLEGE, -ATE2)] 

coile'giate2, v.t. Make collegiate, [as 
prec., -ate3] 

coll'et, n. Encompassing band, ferrule, 
socket, flange holding gem, bezel. [F, 
dim. of COL] 

collide', v.i. Come into collision; be in 
conflict, [f. L col(lidere lis- = laedere 
hurt) ] 

coll'ie, -y, n. Scotch sheep-dog. [perh. 
f. coll coal + - Y3 (as orig. black)] 

coll'ier (-yer), n. Coal-miner, whence 
Coll'iERY(3) (-ye-) n.; coal-ship; sailor on 
this. [ME colier f. coal + -ier] 

coll'ig |ate, v.t. Bring into connexion (esp. 
isolated facts by a generalization). So 
~a'tionn. [f. L COL(ligare bind), see -ate3] 

c511'im|ate, v.t. Adjust line of sight of 
(telescope etc.), make parallel (telescopes, 
rays). Hence ~a'tion n. [collimare false 
reading in Cicero for COL(lineare f. linea 
line)] 

coll'imator, n. Small attached telescope 
for collimating an instrument; tube in 
spectroscope throwing parallel rays on 
prism, [-or] 

collin'ear, a. In same straight line, [col-] 
II Coll'Ins (-z), n. (colloq.). = roofer. 

[Jane Austen, P. <£- P., ch. xxiii] 
colli'sion (-zhn), n. Dashing together, 
violent encounter of moving body, esp. 
ship or railway train, with another; (fig.) 
harsh combination (of consonants); 
clashing of opposed interests etc. (esp. 
in ~, come into ~ with)-, (Naut.) 
ready for putting over hole made by ~. 
[f. LL collisio (collide, -ion)] 

coll'oc|ate, v.t. Place together; arrange; 
station, set in particular place. So 
~a'tion n. [f. L col(locare f. locus place); 
see -ate3] 

coll'ocutor, n. Partaker in talk, as my 
~ said. [LL, f. col{loqui locut- talk), -or] 

collod ion, n. Solution of gun-cotton in 
ether filming when exposed, used in 
photography & surgery. Hence ~ed2 
(-nd) a., ~ize(5) v.t., collod'io- comb, 
form, [f. Gk kollodes (kolla glue, -ode) ] 

collogue' (-g), v.i. Talk confidentially 
(with suggestion of plotting, an obs. 
sense), [orig. obso.; perh. f. F collogue 
conference assoc, w. L colloqui converse 
& obs. colleague vb plot] 

coll'oid, a. & n. Gluey (substance); 
(Path.) ~ tissue etc., degenerated into 
homogeneous gelatinous consistence (also 
~, such substance); (Chem.) non-crystal¬ 
line substance with very largo molecules; 
when dissolved the solution is viscous & 
sticky, e.g. starch, gelatine, & plastics. 
Hence colloid'AL a. [Gk kolla glue, -oid] 

cdll'op, n. Slice of meat; (Bibl.) fold of 
skin in fat person or animal. [14th c. 
(= fried bacon & eggs), of Scand. orig.; 
cf. Sw. kalops (dial, kollops) slices of beef 
stewed, OSwed. kolhuppadher roasted on 
coals I[kol coal, huppa leap)] 

collo'quial, a. In or of talk, oral; be¬ 
longing to familiar speech, not used in 
formal or elevated language. Hence 
~isji(3, 4), ~IST(1), nn., ~LY2 adv. [f. L 
colloquium colloquy, -al] 

coll'oquist, n. =collocutor. [foil.,-ist(1)] 

coll'oquy, n. Converse; a conversation; 
judicial and legislative court in Presby¬ 
terian Church, [f. L colloquium f. logui 
speak)] 

coll'otype, n. Thin plate of gelatine 
etched by actinic rays & then printed 
from (~ plate, process, etc.), [f. Gk kolla 
glue + TYPE] 

collude' (-do-), v.i. (arch.). Practise collu¬ 
sion. [f. L coL(ludere lus- play)] 

collu'sion (-dozhn), n. Fraudulent secret 
understanding, esp. between ostensible 
opponents as in law-suit. Hence collus'- 
ive (-do-) a., ccllus'iveLY2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF, or f. L collusio (prec., -ion)] 

colly'rium, n. (pi. -ia). Eye-salve; sup¬ 
pository. [f. L f. Gk kollurion poultice] 

coll'ywobbies (-lz), n. pi. (colloq.). 
Rumbling in the intestines, [imit. ] 

col'ocyntii, n. Bitter-apple, gourd plant 
with bitter-pulped fruit used as pur¬ 
gative drug; the drug. [f. L f. Gk 
kolokunthis] 

cdl'on1, n. (anat.). Greater part of larger 
intestine, from caecum to rectum. Hence 
colon'ic a., ~IT'IS n. [ME, f. L f. Gk 
kdlon] 

col'on2, n. Punctuation-mark (:) ranking 
between period and semicolon, & used 
esp. to mark antithesis, illustration, or 
(often with dash : —) quotation; in Greek 
(•). [f. L f. Gk kdlon limb, clause] 

colon'ate, n. Serf system in later Roman 
Empire, [f. LL colonalus (L colonus, see 
colony, -ate1)] 

colonel (kdrn'el), n. Highest regimental 

For compounds of co- not given consult C0-. 
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officer; (short for) lieutenant-^; C~ 
blimp ; C~ Commandant, honorary rank of 
senior officers of R.A., R.E., etc. Hence 
~cy (kdrn-) n. [16-17th c. also coronet f. 
obs. F coronet (now colonel) f. It. colonnello 
(colonna column)] 

colonelship (k<jfn-), n. Being a colonel 
(cf. colonelcy, ordinary word for the office), 
[-SHIP 1 

colon'ial, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of a colony, 
esp. of a British Crown Colony; C~ Office, 
State department in charge of the 
Colonies. Hence ~ism(2, 4) n., (freq. 
derog.) alleged policy of exploitation of 
backward or weak peoples, ~ly2 adv. [F, 
or f. L colonia colony + -al ] 

col'onist, n. Settler in, part-founder or 
inhabitant of, a colony, [colonize, -ist] 

c51'oniz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. & i. Establish 
colony in; establish in a colony; establish 
or join a colony; *(Pol.) plant voters in 
a district for party purposes. Hence 
~a'tion, ~Br1, nn. [f. L colon-us, colon-ia, 
COLON- Y + -IZE] 

coionnad[e\ n. Series of columns with 
entablature; row of trees. Hence ~'ed2 
a. [F (colonne column, -ade)] 

col'ony, n. (Gk hist.) independent city 
founded by emigrants; (Rom. hist.) 
settlement usu. of veterans in conquered 
territory acting as garrison; settlement, 
settlers, in new country forming com¬ 
munity fully or partly subject to mother 
State; their territory; people of one 
nationality or occupation in a city, esp. 
if living more or less in isolation or in a 
special quarter (so of animals, ~ of 
sparrows etc.); (Biol.) aggregate of 
animals as in coral, [f. L colonia (colonus 
farmer f. colere till) ] 

col'ophon, n. Tail-piece in old books, 
often ornamental, giving information 
now placed on title-page (from title-page 
to ~, from cover to cover). [LL, f. Gk 
kolophon summit] 

coloph'ony, n. Dark resin distilled from 
turpentine & water. Hence coloph'cn- 
atex(3) n., coloph-, colophon-, comb, 
forms, [f. L colophonia (resina resin) of 
Colophon in Lydia] 

coloquin'tida, n. = colocynth. 
Colora'do bee'tle(-rah-), n. Yellowblack - 
-striped beetle, destructive to potatoes. 
[Colorado in U.S. ] 

colo(u)ra'tion (ku-, k5-), n. Colouring, 
method of putting on or arranging 
colour: natural, esp. variegated, colour 
of living or other things. [F, or f. LL 
coloratio f. colorare colour2, -ation] 

coloratura (-ahtoor'a), n. Florid passages 
in vocal music (often attrib., as ~soprano). 
[It., f. L colorare to colour] 

colorlf'ic (also ku-), a. Producing colour; 
highly coloured, [f. F colorifique (colour 1, 
-I-, -fio) ] 

colorim'eter (also kti-), n. Instrument 
measuring intensity of colour. [L color, 
-I-, -METER] 

coloss'al, a. Of, like, a colossus; gigantic, 
huge; (colloq., f. G) remarkable, splendid, 
delightful. Hence ~ly2 adv. [F, or f. 
colossus+-AL] 

Colosse'um, Collse'um, nn. Amphi¬ 
theatre in Rome begun by Vespasian in 
а. d. 72; scene of gladiatorial combats & 
the martyrdom of many Christians. [L ] 

coloss'us, n. (pi. -i, -uses). Statue of 
much more than life size; gigantio 
person or personified empiro etc., esp. 
conceived (like C~ of Rhodes) as stand¬ 
ing astride over dominions. [L, f. Gk 
kolossos ] 

colot'omy, n. (surg.). Incision in colon1 

to provide artificial anus in stricture 
etc. [colon1, -tomy] 

colour1 (kid'er), n. 1. Sensation produced 
on eye by rays of decomposed light (cf. 
black, effect produced by no light or by 
surface reflecting no rays, & white, effect 
produced by rays of undecomposed light). 
2. A particular hue, one, or any mixture, 
of the constituents into which light 
decomposes as in spectrum, including 
loosely black, white (accidental ~; 
complementary ~, that combined with 
given ~ makes white; fundamental, 
primary, simple, ~s, red, green, & violet, 
or with painters red, blue, & yellow, 
giving all others by mixture; secondary 
~, mixture of two primary; ~-blind, 
unable to distinguish certain colours, see 
daltonism, also fig. in U.S., impartial 
between whites & blacks, whence 
~-blindNESs n.; ~ scheme. ~ -design on 
which the furnishing and decoration of 
a room or the planting of a flower garden 
is based; '---wash, coloured distemper 
(also as v.t.); see the ~ of one’s money, 
receive some payment from him); man, 
woman, etc., of ~, of non-white race, esp. 
Negro (~ bar, legal or social distinction 
between whites & people of ~). 3. Ruddi¬ 
ness of face {lose, gain, ~; change ~, turn 
pale or red). 4. Appearance, light, (paint 
in bright, dark, ~s; see in its true ~s; put 
false ~s upon). 5. (Art) colouring, ~- 
-system, -perception, effects as of ~ got 
by light and shade in engraving, whence 
~I3T(3) (ktil'er-) n., ~is'tio a.; pigment, 
paint, (~-6or, of assorted artists’ paints; 
water-~s; ~-man, dealer in paints). 
б. (PI.) coloured ribbon, dress, etc., worn 

as symbol of party, membership of club, 

etc. (|| get one’s, give one his, ~s, of 

inclusion in athletic team; show one’s ~s, 

one’s party or character); flag of ship, 

pair of silken flags (King’s or Queen’s ~, 

regimental ~) carried by regiment (troop- 

ing of the ~ or ~s; with the ~s, serving in 

army; sail under false ~s, fig. of hypocrite 

or impostor; come off with flying ~s, win 

credit; nail ~s to mast, persist, refuse to 

climb down; ~-sergeant, senior sergeant 

of infantry company, now Company 
Sergeant-Major or Quartermaster Sergt, 
with duty of guarding ~s); coloured 
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dresses. 7. Show of reason, pretext, false 
plea, (give no ~ for saying; under ~ of). 
8. (Mus.) timbre, quality, also variety 
of expression. 9. (Gen.) character, tone, 
quality, mood, shade of meaning, (take 
one’s ~ from). 10. (Literature) pictur¬ 
esqueness, ornate style, (local ~, use 
of details giving verisimilitude, back¬ 
ground, or atmosphere). Hence ~ful 

(kuler-) a., full of ~, bright, gay (often 
fig.). [ME, f. OF color, -our f. L colorem] 

colour2 (kul'er), v.t. & i. Give colour to; 
paint, stain, dye; disguise; misrepresent 
(highly ~ed details); imbue with its own 
colour (motive ~s act); take on colour; 
blush; ~ed person (not wholly of white 
descent, of mixed blood). [ME, f. OF 
colo(u)rer f. L colorare (color colour1)] 

col'ourablle (kuler-), a. Specious, plausi¬ 
ble; counterfeit. Hence ~LY2 adv. [ME, 
f. colour2 +-able or OF colorable] 

colouring (kuler-), n. In vbl senses; esp., 
style in which thing is coloured, or in 
which artist employs colour. [-ING1] 

col'ourless (kuler-), a. Without colour; 
pale; dull-hued; wanting in character or 
vividness; neutral, impartial, indifferent. 
Hence ~ly2 adv.,~NESSn. [-LESS] 

col'oury (kul'eri), a. (commerc.). Having 
the colour that goes with good quality (of 
hops, coffee, etc.). [-Y2] 

colpdrteur' (-tdh; also kol4), n. Book- 
-hawker, esp. one employed by society 
to distribute Bibles. [F] 

colt1, n., & v.t. Young male of horse from 
when it is taken from dam to age of 4 (with 
thoroughbreds 5); inexperienced person, 
II esp. cricket professional in first season; 
(Naut.) rope used for chastisement (vb, 
thrash with ~); ~s'/oof, common large- 
-leaved yellow-flowered weed; ~’s tail, 
ragged-edged cloud. Hence ~'hood n., 
~'ISH1 a. [OE colt of unkn. orig., but cf. 
Sw. hull etc. applied to half-grown 
animals & boys] 

Colt2, n. (Used for)~ revolver, automatic 
gun, or pistol. [S. ~, inventor (d. 1862)] 

♦col'ter. See coulter. 
coi'ubrine, a. Snake-like; esp., of, like, 
the Coluber (genus of harmless snakes). 
[f. L colubrimis (coluber snake)] 

columbar'Ium, n. (pi. -ia). (In mod. use) 
building with tiers of niches for reception 
of cinerary urns. [L, = pigeon-house] 

col'umbine S n. Garden plant with flower 
like five clustered pigeons, kind of 
aquilegia. [ME, f. OF f. LL columbina 
(herba) f. L columba dove, -ine 1 ] 

Col'umbine2, n. Mistress of Harlequin in 
pantomime, [f. F Colombine or It. -ina f. 
colombino dovelike] 

columb'lium, n. (chem.). = niobium. 
Hence ~ite1 n., native ore of ~ium. [f. 
Columbia in United States, -iuh] 

col'umn (-um), n. X. (Archit.) long vertical 
often slightly tapering cylinder usu. 

comb 

supporting entablature or arch, or alone 
as monument, (fig.) support; ~-shaped 
object, organ in Anat. or Bot., part of 
machine, etc. (~ of water, mercury, con¬ 
fined vertical cylindrical mass; ~ of 
smoke, rising straight). 2. Vertical divi¬ 
sion of page for figures etc., or to reduce 
length of lines esp. in newspapers (also 
part of newspaper, sometimes more or 
less than ~, devoted to special subject, 
as agony ~, advertisement ~s; our ~s, 
the ~s of The Times, contents of news¬ 
paper), whence ~ist n., journalist who 
regularly contributes to a newspaper a ~ 
cf miscellaneous comment on people and 
events. 3. Narrow-fronted deep arrange¬ 
ment of troops in successive lines (in ~ 
of sections, platoons, companies, with 
one section etc. forming each line & one 
section’s etc. length between lines; 
quarter ~, with 6 paces between lines); 
fifth ~; body of ships, esp. following one 
another. Hence or cogn. colum'nAR1, 
~ed2 (-wind), colum'nlroRM, aa. [15th c. 
& OF colompne f. L columna pillar; mod. 
sp._f. L] 

colure', n. One of two great circles inter¬ 
secting rectangularly at poles & dividing 
equinoctial & ecliptic into four equal 
parts, one passing through equinoctial, 
& one through solstitial, points of 
ecliptic, [f. LL f. Gk kolouros truncated] 

col'za, n. = coLE-.seed; ~-oil, made from it 

& used in lamps. [F, f. LG kolsat cole- 
-seed] 

com-, pref. = L cum in comb., retained 
as com- before b, p, m, & rarely before 
vowels, changed to cor- before r, col- 
before ], co- before vowels, h, & gn, & con- 
before other consonants; com- occurs in E 
also before f (comfort). Meaning, with, 
together, altogether, completely. 

com'a1, n. Unnatural heavy sleep, 
stupor, lethargy. Hence ~t0SE a. 
[f. Gk koma -atos deep sleep] 

com'a2, n. (pi. -ae). (Bot.) tuft of silky 
hairs at end of seed; (Astron.) nebulous 
envelope round nucleus of comet. [L, f. 
Gk home hair of head ] 

comb1 (-m), n. Toothed strip of horn, 
metal, ivory, etc., for arranging, cleaning, 
or confining the hair; = cuiiRY2-co?n6; 

thing of same shape, look, or purpose, in 
many machines, esp. for dressing wool, or 
collecting electricity, or in animal struc¬ 
ture; red fleshy crest of fowl esp. cock, 
analogous growth in other birds, (cut the 
~ of, humiliate); crest of hill or wave; = 
honeycomb 1; ~-out, process or instance of 
C0MB2ing out. Hence (-)cdrnbED2 (-md) a. 
[OE, 03 camb, OIIG kamb, ON kambr f. 
Gmc *kam,baz] 

comb2 (-m), v.t. & i. Draw comb through 
(hair), curry (horse), dress (wool, flax) with 
comb; search (place) thoroughly; (of 
wave) curl over; ~ out, secure or get rid 

For compounds of co- not given consult C0-. 
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of (as) by ~ing (esp. of getting recruits 
from among those previously exempted 
from service). [ME f. prec., replacing 
kemb; see unkempt ] 

com'bat (kfi- or kb-), n., & v.t. & i. (Do) 
battle; single ~, duel; (engage in) contest, 
struggle; oppose, strive against, [f. F 
combat & combaltre f. LL (com-, battere, 
batuere, fight), cf. battle] 

com'batant (ku- or kb-), a. & n. Fighting, 
fighter. [OF part, as prec. ] 

com'bative (kh- or kb-), a. Pugnacious. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [combat v. 
+ -IVE] 

combe. See coomb. 
comb'er (-mer), n. In vbl senses; csp.: 
machine for combing cotton or wool very 
fine; long curling wave, breaker, [-er1] 

combina'tion, n. Combining; combined 
state (in ~ with); combined set of things 
or persons; (Math., pi.) different collec¬ 
tions possible of given number of indivi¬ 
duals in groups of given smaller number; 
(Chem.) union of substances in compound 
with properties differing from theirs; 
united action; II (pi.) single under-gar¬ 
ment for body & legs; motor-cycle with 
side-car attached (in full motor-cycle ~); 
~ (lock), complicated locking arrange¬ 
ment used for safes, strong rooms, etc.; 
~-rocwi, at Cambridge = common '•-room. 
[16th c., f. obs. F combination or LL 
combinatio (combine, -ation)] 

combine', v.t. & i., & n. 1. Join together 
(persons or things material or other); 
possess (esp. qualities usu. separate) 
together; (cause to) coalesce in one sub¬ 
stance, form chemical compound; co¬ 
operate ; operation (in which the 
fighting services co-operate); combining 
form (Gram.), special form of word used 
in combinations (e.g. Anglo-repr. England 
or English). 2. n. (usu. kbm-). Combina¬ 
tion of persons, esp. to raise prices or 
obstruct course of trade; (pr. kbm'-) ~d 
reaping and threshing machine. So 
com'binatiVE a. [ME, f. OF combiner or 
LL cost(binare f. L bini two together)] 

cbmb'ing (-mi-), n. In vbl senses; esp., 
(pi.) hairs combed off. [-ing1] 

combus'tllble, a. & n. (Matter, thing) 
capable of or used for burning; excitable. 
Hence ~bil'ity n. [f. F, or med. L com- 
bustibilis (foil., -ible)] 

combus'tion (-schn), n. 1. Destruction 
by fire (spontaneous ~). 2. (Chem. etc.) 
development of light & heat going with 
chemical combination; oxidation of 
organic tissue. [OF, or LL combustio 
f. L comburere -ust- burn] 

come1 (kbm), v.i. (came, come). 1. Start, 
move, arrive, towards or at a point, time, 
or result (often not specified because ob¬ 
vious, while point of departure, if it 
matters, is always specified; cf. go; ~ 
into world, be born: ~ of age ; ~ to an end, 
cease; ~ to hand, of letter etc., be 
delivered; ~ snORT; ~ to a point, taper; 

~ to blows, fight; ~ home to, be realized 
by; ~ & go, pass to & fro, pay brief visit, 
be transitory; let ’em all ~ /, si. announce¬ 
ment of readiness; light ~ light go, what 
is easily won is soon lost; coming nineteen, 
in nineteenth year; two years ~ Christmas, 
including time from now to Christmas). 
2. Be brought (the dinner came; ~ under 
notice, before judge). 3. Fall, land, on 
(came on my head). 4. Move relatively by 
motion of beholder etc. towards one (~ 
into sight, to one’s knowledge, in one’s 
way; ~ to light, be revealed). 5. Reach 
point with hand, instrument, or missile. 
6. Occur, fall to lot of, (~s on such a page; 
one ~s before, after, another; ~ into one’s 
head; the work, ill luck, ~s to me). 7. 
Happen (how ~s it that —?; to~ pred. 
adj., future; for a year to ~; the to-~, the 
future; ~ what may, whatever happens). 
8. Become present from future (~ to pass; 
the time will ~ when). 9. Spring of, be the 
result of, (that’s what ~s of grumbling; 
~ of noble parents). 10. Enter, be brought, 
into (collision, play, prominence; ~ to 
harm, be injured). 11. Amoimt to (~s to 
2/6; it ~s to this, that—, is as much as 
to say that). 12. Take form (the butter will 
not~). 13. Find oneself under compulsion 
or in a position to (have ~ to believe, has ~ 
to be used). 14. (With cogn. obj.) traverse, 
accomplish, (have ~ 3 miles, a long way). 
15. Play a part (si.; ~ the bully over; ~ it 
strong, show vigour; ~ it too strong, over¬ 
do something, exaggerate). 16. Become, 
get to be, prove, (string ~s untied, things 
~ right, he came alive; ~s expensive, easy, 
true, natural). 17. (Imperat. as ex¬ 
clamation) now then (encouraging), 
think again, don’t be hasty. 18. ~ about, 
happen; ~ across, meet with; ~ along, 
(colloq.) make haste; ~ at, reach, dis¬ 
cover, get access to; ~ away, get 
detached; ~ back, recur to memory, 
‘retaliate or retort (si.); (as n.,<■—back) a 
return to, reinstatement in, one’s former 
position (stage a —back); ~ by (prep.) 
obtain, (adv.) pass; ~ clean, confess; ~ 
down, extend downwards to, be handled 
down by tradition, fall, be humbled 
(esp. in the world, lose caste); ~ down 
upon, rebuke, punish, exact reparation 
from; ~ down with, pay (money); ~ for¬ 
ward, present oneself, answer appeal; ~ 
in, enter house or room, begin innings, 
take such a place in race etc. (~ in third), 
bo elected, come to power, be received as 
income, become seasonable or fashion¬ 
able, serve a purpose (esp. ~ in useful), 
find a place (where does the joke ~ in?; 
where do I ~ in? how are my interests 
advanced?); ~ in for, get share of, get; ~ 
into, receive possession of; ~ near doing, 
narrowly escape or fail; ~ off, be de¬ 
tached, extricate oneself from contest 
etc. in such state (with flying colours, 
badly), be accomplished, fulfilled: ~ off it 
(colloq.), stop acting or talking like that. 
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change your tune; ~ on, (prep.) = ~ 
upon, (adv.) continue coming, advance 
esp. to attack, progress, thrive, supervene 
(of wind, storm, disease), arise to be dis¬ 
cussed, appear on stage, begin to bowl, 
(imperat.) follow me, I defy you; ~ out, 
go on strike, emerge from examination 
etc. with such success, emerge from 
clouds, be found out, be solved, show 
itself (of photograph, smallpox, arro¬ 
gance), be published (~s out on Satur¬ 
days), make ddbut on stage or in society; 
~ out with, utter; ~ over, (prep.) master as 
an influence, (adv.) ~ from some distance 
or across obstacle (came over with the 
Conqueror, over from London to see us), 
change sides or opinion; ~ round, look 
in for casual visit, recover from ill 
temper, swoon, anaesthetic, etc., be 
converted from one view to its opposite; 
~ to, (prep.) inherit, return to (oneself, 
one’s senses from fainting-fit or from 
folly), (adv.) cease moving, revive; ~ 
under, be classed as or among, be sub¬ 
jected to (influence); ~ up, || join uni¬ 
versity, approach person for talk, get 
abreast with, spring out of ground, 
become fashionable, be mooted, be equal 
to standard etc., (imperat., to horse) go 
faster; ~ upon, attack by surprise, strike 
or lay hold of (mind), make demand on, 
be a burden to, meet by chance with. 
[OS, OS oilman, OHG queman, ON 
koma, Goth, qiman f. Gmc *kweman, 
human, cogn. w. L venire, Gk baind] 

come2 (kum), n. ~-<£-po, passing to & fro; 

~-dovm, downfall, degradation, [f. prec. ] 
come-at'-able (kum-), a. Accessible. 

[-ABLE] 

comed'ian, n. Actor, writer, of comedies. 
[c. F comidien f. comAdie comedy ] 

comedienne', n. Comedy actress. [F] 
coin'edist, n. Writer of comedies, [foil., 

-ist(3)] 

com'edy, n. Stage-play of light, amusing, 
& often satirical character, chiefly 
representing everyday life, & with happy 
ending (cf. tragedy) ; branch of drama 
concerned with ordinary persons & em¬ 
ploying familiar language; life, or an 
incident in it, regarded as a spectacle; 
Old, Middle, New, C~, classification of 
ancient Greek ~, the first farcical & 
largely political, the last corresponding to 
modern ~, & the second transitional. 
[ME, f. OF comedie f. L f. Gk komoidia f. 
komoidos comic poet f. komos revel] 

come'lly (ktim'll), a. Pleasant to look at 
(usu. of personal appearance, sometimes 
of behaviour or conduct). Hence ~i- 
ness n. [ME cumelich, cumli prob. f. 
becumelich (become +-ly) ; cf. MHG 
komlich suitable, G bequem (C.T.O.)] 

com'er (kii-), n. One who comes (usu. 
qualified, as first ~); all~s, any one who 
applies, takes up a challenge, etc. [-er1] 

comical 

comes'tible, n. (usu. pi.). Thing to eat. 
[F, f. med. L comestibilis f. L comedere eat 
up] 

com'et, n. A hazy-lookmg object, occas. 
with a star-like nucleus, & occas. with 
a tail, moving in an elliptical or nearly 
parabolic path about the sun; ~-year, in 
which conspicuous ~ comes; ~-wine, 
made in ~-year, supposed of superior 
quality. Hence ~ary 1, comet'ic, aa. 
[ME & OF comete f. L f. Gk kometes long- 
-haired (star); OE cometa f. L (-to)] 

com'flt (kb-), n. Sweetmeat, sugarplum. 
[ME f. OF confiti. L ccrs(fectum = factum 
neut. p.p. of facere make)] 

com'fort (kii-), n., & v.t. 1. Relief in 
affliction, consolation, being consoled; 
person who consoles one or saves one 
trouble; cause of satisfaction; conscious 
well-being, being comfortable; possession 
of ~s, things that make life easy; 
creature ~s, good food, clothes, etc.; 
•eiderdown quilt; station, public 
lavatory. 2. v.t. Soothe in grief, console; 
make comfortable; ~ the king’s enemies 
(arch.), give them aid. [ME confort etc. 
f. OF confort(er) f. LL confortare streng¬ 
then f. L fortis strong] 

com'fortable (ku-), a. & n. 1. Such as to 
obviate hardship, save trouble, & promote 
content, ministering to comfort; at ease, 
free from hardship, pain, & trouble; 
tranquil, with easy conscience; the C~ 
Words, the four scriptural passages 
following the Absolution in the Com¬ 
munion Office. 2. *n. Eiderdown quilt. 
Hence com'fortabLY2 (ku-) adv. [ME, 
f. AF confortable (prec., -able); cf. LL 
confortabilis] 

com'forter (ku-), n. One who comforts 
(the C~, Holy Ghost; Job’s ~, professed 
consoler who depresses); !l baby’s dummy 
teat; || woollen scarf; ’eiderdown quilt. 
[ME, f. AF confortour, OF -eor (as prec., 
-ER1)] 

com'fortless (kii-), a. Dreary, without 
provision for comfort, [-less] 

com'frey (kii-), n. (pi. ~s). Tall rough- 
-leaved ditch plant with clusters of whitish 
or purplish bells, [f. AF cum-, OF conftrie 
of obsc. orig.] 

com'fy (ku-), a. (colloq.). Comfortable, 
[abbr.] 

com'ic, a. & n. 1. Of comedy (~ opera, 
with ~ treatment & much spoken dia¬ 
logue, also mere burlesque set to music); 
mirth-provoking, laughable or meant to 
be so, facetious, burlesque, funny, (~ 
song, paper; ~ history of Rome etc.; ~ 
strip, set of drawings, forming part of a 
series, appearing regularly in a journal, 
usu. broadly humorous). 2. n. (colloq.). 
Music-hall comedian (also, in F form, 
comique); ~ paper. Hence ~o- comb, 
form. [f. L f. Gk komikos] 

com'ical, a. Mirth-provoking, laughable; 

For compounds of co- not given consult co-. 
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odd, queer. Hence ~~ity (-al-) n., ~ly2 
adv. [a8 prec.+-AL] 

Com'infdrm, n. International Commun¬ 
ist organization (1947-56) established to 
carry on the propaganda formerly con¬ 
ducted by the Comintern. [f. first 
elements of Russ, forms of Com(munist) 
Information Bureau) ] 

Com'int&n, n. Third international, [f. 
first elements of Russ, forms of Com- 
(munist) Intem(ational)] 

comitadj'i, n. Member of band of irregu¬ 
lar soldiery in the Balkans, [common 
Balkan form = Turk, komita, f. F comitt 
committee, +-dji; lit. ‘member of a 
(revolutionary) committee’ ] 

com'ity, n. Courtesy; ~ of nations, 
friendly recognition as far as practicable 
of each other’s laws & usages, [f. L 
comitas (comis courteous) ] 

comm'a, n. Punctuation-mark (,) of the 
least separation indicated between parts 
of sentence, also used to separate figures 
etc.; (Mus.) definite minute interval or 
difference of pitch; inverted ~s, raised or 
superior ~s used to begin & end a quota¬ 
tion, the first (or first pair) inverted (he 
said ‘no’ or “no”); ~ bacillus, —shaped 
found in cholera; ~ butterfly, one with a 
white —shaped mark on the underside of 
the hind wing. [f. L f. Gk komma clause] 

command'1 (-ah-), v.t. & i. Order, bid, 
(what God ~s, ~s us, ~s us to do, ~s that 
we should do, ~s to be done', also ellipt., 
lei us do as God ~s; & abs., God ~s & man 
obeys); have authority over, control of; 
be supreme; be in command; be in com¬ 
mand of (ship, forces, etc.); ~ in chief, be 
commander-in-chief of, or abs.; restrain, 
master, (passions, oneself); have at dis¬ 
posal or within reach (sum, skill, person; 
so yours to ~, obediently); deserve & 
get (sympathy etc.); dominate (strategic 
position) from superior height, look down 
over. [ME, f. OF comander f. LL 
commandare commend] 

command'2 (-ah-), n. Order, bidding, 
(word o/~, customary order for movement 
in drill; at or by one’s ~, in pursuance of 
his bidding); II ~ paper (usu. abbr. Cmd, 
formerly Cd, with register number, as Cd 
5723), paper laid by~ of the Crown before 
Parliament etc.; exercise or tenure of 
authority, esp. naval or military (in ~ 
of, commanding; under ~ of, commanded 
by); control, mastery, possession, (great 
~ of language, skill in speech; at ~, ready 
to be used at will; ~ of the passes etc.); 
body of troops etc., district, under com¬ 
mander (the Nore. Southern, Bomber, C~); 
~-in-chief, supreme ~; II ~ night, with 
theatrical etc. performance given by royal 
~; || ~ performance, theatrical etc. per¬ 
formance given by royal ~; the HiGH(er)~. 
[f. prec.] 

cSmmandant', n. Commanding officer, 
esp. governor of fortress. Hence ~SHir n. 
[17th C., F (COMMAND1, -ANT)] 

commandeer', v.t. Impress (men), seize 
(stores), for military service, [f. S.-Afr.- 
-Du. Icommanderen (-ar-) f. F as prec.] 

comman'der (-ah-), n. In vbl senses; also 
or esp.: C~ of the Faithful, title of Caliph; 
C~, Lieut.-C~, naval officers; Wing 
C~, air '■-force officer; member of higher 
class in some Orders of Knighthood; lai'ge 
wooden mallet; C—in-Chief, (Army) of 
all military land-forces of State, of 
portion of them quartered in colony, or 
of expedition in foreign country, (Navy) 
of all ships on a station. Hence ~SHn>(l) 
n. [ME, f. OF comandere, -ear (command l, 
-ER1)] 

comman'ding (-ah-), a. In vbl senses; 
esp.: exalted, impressive, (of persons, 
looks, ability, etc.); with wide view (of 
hill, position). [-ING2] 

command'ment (-ah-), n. Divine com¬ 
mand (the ten ~s. Mosaic decalogue; 
eleventh ~, any precept jestingly classed 
with these). [ME, f. OF comandement 
(COMMAND1, -MENT)] 

comman'dS (-ah-), n. (pi. ~s). Party 
called out for military sorvice, body of 
troops; (O'—) unit of British & Imperial 
amphibious shock-troops raised orig. in 
the 1939-45 war, member of such unit. 
[Port., f. commandar command1, wd used 
by S.-Afr. Dutch, & familiarized in Boer 
war] 

cotnme il faut (kOm el fo), pred. a. Well- 
-bred. [F] 

commem'orat|e, v.t. Celebrate in speech 
or writing; preserve in memory by some 
celebration; (of things) be a memorial of. 
Hence ~ive a. [f. L commemorare bring to 
remembrance, see -ate3] 

commemora'tion, n. Act of commemo¬ 
rating ; service, part of service, in memory 
of saint or sacred event; II (Oxford Univ.) 
annual celebration in memory of founders. 
[ME, f. L commemoratio (as prec., see 
-ation) ] 

commence', v.t. & i. Begin (work, doing, 
to do); (arch.) start, set up, as (lawyer 
etc.); || take the full degree of (M.A. etc.). 
[ME, f. OF comenceri. Rom. *cominitiare 
(com-, initiare initiate)] 

commence'ment (sm-), n. In vbl 
senses; also, ceremony when degrees of 
Master & Doctor are conferred at Cam¬ 
bridge, Dublin, & U.S. Univv. [ME, f. 
OF (prec., -ment)] 

commend', v.t. Entrust for safe keeping 
(arch. exc. in ~ one’s soul to God, ~ thing 
to person’s care)', praise; (arch.) ~ me to, 
remember me kindly to (person); ~ me 
to, give me by choice (often iron.). [ME, 
f. L com(mendare=mandare entrust, see 
MANDATE)] 

commen'dab|le, a. Praiseworthy. Hence 
~leNESS (-In-) n., ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
f. L commendabilis (prec., -ble)] 

commen'dam, n. Tenure of benefice in 
absence of regular incumbent, [med. L 
(dare in) commendam give in trust] 
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commenda'tion, n. Praise; act of com¬ 
mending person to another’s favour. 
[ME, f. OF f. L commendationcm (as 
COMMEND, see -ation) ] 

commen'datory, a. Commending, hold¬ 
ing, held, in commendam. [f. LL com- 
mendatorius (as prec., see -ory)] 

commen'sal, a. & n. (One) who eats at 
the same table; (animal, plant) living 
as another’s tenant & sharing its food 
(cf. parasite). Hence ~ism, commensal1 
-ity, nn. [ME, f. OF, or f. med. L com- 
mensalis f. mensa table, see -al] 

commen'surjable (-shcr-), a. Measurable 
by the same standard (with, to); (of 
numbers) divisible without remainder 
by the same quantity; proportionate to. 
Hence ~aisn/iTY, —ableNESS, nn., ~abLY2 
adv., (-shcr-). [f. LL COM(mensurabilis, as 
MEASURE, sec -BLE)] 

commen'surate (-sher-), a. Coextensive 
(with); proportionate (to, with). Hence 
~ly2 (-tl-) adv., ~ness (-tn-) n. [f. LL 
com(mcnsuralus, prec., -ate2)] 

comm'ent1, n. Explanatory note or 
remark; criticism; (fig., of events etc.) 
illustration, [f. L commcntum contrivance 
(in LL also = interpretation) neut. p.p. 
of comminisci devise] 

comm'ent*, v.i. Write explanatory 
notes (upon a text); make (esp. unfavour¬ 
able) remarks (upon), [f. prec., or F 
commenter] 

comm'entary, n. Expository treatise; 
set of running comments on a book or 
remarks on a speech or performance; 
comment, [f. L commentarius, -ium, sb. 
use of adj. (comment1, -ary1)] 

commenta'tion, n. Making of comments, 
[f. L commentatio (commenlari discuss, 
see comment & -ation) ] 

comm'entator, n. Writer of commen¬ 
tary; eyewitness whose description of a 
ceremony, sporting event, etc., is broad¬ 
cast. (L (as prec., see-or)] 

comm'erce, n. Exchange of merchandise, 
esp. on a large scale; chamber of ~; 
intercourse (esp. sexual); card game. 
[F, or f. L com(mcrcium f. merx mercis 
merchandise) ] 

commdb'cial (-shl), a. & n. Of, engaged 
in, bearing on, commerce; ~ (traveller), 
trader’s agent, showing samples & 
soliciting orders; ~ announcement or 
programme; II ~ room (in hotel for ~ 
travellers). Hence ~ISM, ~ist, (-aha-), 
*—'ITY (-shiH1), nn., ~ize v.t., ~ly2 adv., 
(-sha-). [f. prec. + -al] 

Comm'ie, n. (colloq.). Communist, 
[abbr. ] 

commina'tion, n. Threatening of divine 
vengeance; recital of divine threats 
against sinners in Anglican Liturgy. 
[ME, f. L comminatio f. comminari 
threaten; see -ation] 

comm'inatory, a. Threatening, denun- 

For compounds of co- 

ciatory. [f. med. L comminatorius (as 
prec., see -ory)] 

commin'gle (-nggl), v.t. & i. Mingle 
together, [com-] 

comm'inute, v.t. Reduce to small frag¬ 
ments; divide (property) into small 
portions. So comminu'tiON n. [f. L 
COM(minuere -ut- f. minor less)] 

commis'er|ate (-z-), v.t. & i. Feel, ex¬ 
press, pity for; condole with. Hence or 
cogn. ~a'tion n., ~ativE a., ~ativeLY2 
adv. [f. L commiserari f. miser; see 
miser1, -ate3] 

commissar', n. (Former name of) head 
of a government department of the 
U.S.S.R. [Russ, komrnissar f. F com- 
missaire (as commissary’)] 

commissar'ial, a. Of a commissary. 
[-AL] 

commissar'iat, n. Department (esp. 
Mil.) for supply of food etc.; a depart¬ 
ment of the Soviet Republic Civil Service, 
[as foil., see -ate1] 

comm'issary, n. Deputy, delegate; 
representative of a bishop in part of his 
diocese, or of absent bishop; officer 
charged with supply of food etc. for body 
of soldiers; C~ general, chief ~, esp. 
(Mil.) chief of a commissariat service. 
Hence ~ship n. [ME, f. med. L commis- 
sarius person in charge (commit, -ary1)] 

commi'ssion1 (-shn), n. 1. Command, 
instruction; authority, body of persons 
having authority, to perform certain 
duties; || ~ of the peace, (authority given 
to) Justices of the Peace: on the~, having 
this; royal ~, ~ of inquiry or committee 
appointed by the Crown at the instance 
of the Government. 2. Warrant con¬ 
ferring authority, esp. that of officers in 
the army, navy, and air force from 
lieutenant or pilot officer upwards. 3. In 
~, (of persons) having delegated autho¬ 
rity, (of an office) placed by warrant in 
charge of a body of persons instead of 
the constitutional administrator, (of ship 
of war) manned, armed, & ready for 
sea. 4. Entrusting of authority etc. to 
a person; charge, matter, entrusted to 
person to perform. 5. Authority to act as 
agent for another in trade, as have goods 
on ~; pay of a —agent, percentage on 
amount involved. 6. Committing (of 
crime etc.); \\~-day, opening day of 
assizes, when judge’s ~ is read. [ME, f. 
OF f. L commissionem (as prec., -ION)] 

commi'ssion2 (-shn), v.t. Empower by 
commission; give (officer) command of 
ship; order (ship) for active service; (of 
officer) assume command of (ship); give 
(artist etc.) a commission for piece of 
work. [f. prec.] 

commissionaire' (-shonar), n. || Member 
of the corps of C~s organized in London 
for employment as messengers etc.; 
uniformed door attendant at theatres, 

not given consult co-. 
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cinemas, large shops, etc. [F, see com¬ 
missioner] 

commi'ssioned (-shond), a. Authorized; 
(of officers) holding rank by commission; 
(of ships) put in commission, [-ed 1 ] 

commissioner (-sho-), n. One appointed 
by commission; member of a commission, 
esp. of government boards etc., as 
Charity, Civil Service, C~; representative 
of supreme authority in a district, 
department, etc.; High C~, chief repre¬ 
sentative in London of Commonwealth 
countries, also chief United Kingdom 
representative in Commonwealth coun¬ 
tries; Lord High C~, representative of 
the Crown at the General Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland. Hence ~ship n. 
[ME, f. med. L commissionarius (commis¬ 
sion, -ARY^ -ER2(2))] 

comm'issure, n. Juncture, seam; joint 
between two bones; line where lips, 
eyelids, meet; bands of nerve substance 
connecting hemispheres of brain, two 
sides of spinal cord, etc. So commis- 
sur'AL a. [f. L commissura junction (as 
foil., see -ere)] 

commit', v.t. (-tt-). Entrust, consign, 
for treatment or safe keeping (to person, 
his care, his judgement, to writing, 
memory, earth, the flames); ~ (to prison), 
consign officially to custody; refer (bill) 
to committee; perpetrate (crime, blun¬ 
der), whence ~t'ABLE a.; compromise, 
involve, (character, honour, oneself); bind 
oneself to (a course). Hence ~t'Ai n. 
(~ting to prison, reference to com¬ 
mittee, ~ting of oneself), ~ment n. (esp., 
engagement that restricts freedom of 
action). [ME, f. L committere join, 
entrust, f. millere miss- send] 

committ'ee (-tl), n. Body of persons 
appointed for special function by (Sc 
usu. out of) a (usu. larger) body, as 
(Pari.) C~ of Supply, Ways <& Means, 
House resolves itself into a C~, goes into 
C~, is in C~, C~ of the whole House-, 
Standing C~ (permanent during existence 
of appointing body); Joint (of mem¬ 
bers nominated by different bodies); ~- 
-man, member of a ~; (Law, pron. 
kOmite') person entrusted with charge, 
as ~s for lunatics, [f. prec. + -ee ] 

commix', v.t. & i. (arch., poet.). Mix. 
So ~tURE n. [back formation f. commixt, 
as MIX f. MIXED] 

commode', n. Chest of drawers; 

chiffonier; (esp. night—) close-stool. [F, 

f. L com (modus measure) convenient ] 

commod'ious, a. Roomy; (arch.) handy. 

Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. F cora- 

modieux or med. L commodiosus f. L 
commodvs; see prec.] 

commod'ity, n. Useful thing; article of 

trade (staple' ~); (arch.) convenience. 

[ME, f. OF commodite or L commoditas 
(COMMODE,_-TY)] 

comm'odore, ri. Naval officer above 
captain and below rear-admiral (in Brit. 

navy a temporary rank); Air C~, officer 
of air1 Force; (courtesy title) senior 
captain when three or more ships cruise 
together, captain of pilots, president of 
yacht-club; senior captain of a shipping 
line; ~’s ship. [17th c. comma(n)dore, 
prob. f. Du. kommandeur commander; 
present form unexpl. ] 

comm'on1, a. (-er, -est). 1. Belonging 
equally to, coming from, or done by, 
more than one, as over ~ humanity, ~ 
cause, ~ consent. 2. Belonging to, open 
to, affecting, the public, as ~ crier, jail, 
alehouse, nuisance, scold. 3. Of ordinary 
occurrence, as a ~ experience (~ or garden, 
si., of tho familiar kind); ordinary, of 
ordinary qualities, as ~ honesty, no ~ 
mind; without rank or position, as ~ 
soldier, the ~ people; of the most familiar 
type, as ~ nightshade, snake. 4. Of 
inferior quality; vulgar. 5. (Math.) 
belonging to two or more quantities, as 
~ factor, multiple; (Gram.) ~ noun, name 
applicable to any one of a class, ~ gender, 
masculine or feminine; (Pros.) of vari¬ 
able quantity; (Mus.) ~ time, measure, 
(two or four beats in bar), ~ chord. 

6. ~ form1 ; ~ ground, basis for argument 
etc. accepted by both sides; ~ law, unwrit¬ 
ten law of England, administered by the 
Queen’s courts, purporting to be derived 
from ancient usage (—law wife, con¬ 
cubine) ; ~ metre, hymn stanza of 4 lines 
(with 8, C, 8, 6 syllables); Court of C~ 
Pleas (for trial of civil causes, abolished 
1875); Prayer, liturgy set forth in 
Book of C. P. of Edward VI; || ~-room, 
(in some colleges, schools, etc.) room to 
which the members have ~ access for 
business or social purposes; ~ sense, 
normal understanding, good practical 
sense in everyday affairs, general feeling 
(of mankind or community), philosophy 
of ~ sense (accepting primary beliefs of 
mankind as ultimate criterion of truth); 
~sens'ical, possessing, marked by, ~ 
sense; ~ u-eal, ~weal, arch., public wel¬ 
fare, (also) = commonwealth. Hence 
~ness (-n-n-) n. [ME Sc OF comun f. L 
communis] 

comm'on2, n. Land belonging to a 
community, esp. unenclosed waste land; 
(right of) ~, a man’s right over another’s 
land, as ~ of pasturage; out of the ~, 
unusual; in ~, in joint use, shared; in ~ 
with, in the samo way as (in ~ with all 
sensible people I hold that . . .). [prec. 
as n.] 

cdmm'onable, a. (Of animals) that may 
be pastured on common land; (of land) 
that may be held in common, [f. obs. 
vb common f. OF comuner (as common1) 
+ -ABLE] 

comm'onage, n. Right of common; 
land, condition of land, held in common; 
commonalty, [-age] 

comm'onalty, n. The common people; 
general body (of mankind etc.); body 
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corporate. [ME & OF communalte, -ante, voting, elections, disturbances, etc.). [F, f. 
f. med. L communalitatem; see COMMON', LL communalis (as commune, see -ax) ] 
-al, -ty] comm'unallism, n. Theory of govern- 

II comm/oner, n. One of the common ment by local autonomy. So ~ist n., 
people (below rank of peer); (rarely) ~is'tio_a. [prec. +_-ism] 
member of House of Commons, esp. the c6mm'unaliz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Make 
great C~, elder Wm Pitt, First C~, the (thing) the property of a local community. 
Speaker; (at Oxford University) student Hence ~a'tion n. [-ize] 
not on foundation; one who has right comm'une1, n. French territorial divi- 
cf common. [ME, f. common2 & obs. vb 
common (see commonable)-f-ER1] 

comm'oney, n. Inferior playing-marble. 
[COMMON1 + -Y 3 ] 

comm'only, adv. Usually; to an ordinary 
degree, as ~ honest; meanly, cheaply. 
[-ly2] 

comm'onplace1, n. & a. 1. Notable 
passage, entered for use in a ~-toofc; 
ordinary topic; everyday saying; plati¬ 
tude ; anything common or trite. 2. adj. 
Lacking originality, trite. Hence ~NESS 

(-sn-) n. [ = L locus communis = Gk koinos 
topos general theme] 

comm'onplace2, v.t. & i. Extract com¬ 
monplaces from; enter in commonplace- 
-book; utter commonplaces, [f. prec. ] 

comm'ons (-z), n. pi. The common 
people; third estate in English or other 
similar constitution, represented by 
Lower House of Parliament (House of 
C~); provisions shared in common; 
common table, as Doctors’ Commons; 
II (Oxf., Camb.) definite portion of food 
supplied at fixed charge; daily fare, as 
short ~. [ME, pi. of common2] 

comm'onwealth (-w61-), n. Body politic, 
independent community; republic (also 
fig., as ~ of learning); republican govern¬ 
ment in England, 1649-60; title of 
federated Australian States; British C~ 
of Nations, (term coined by Gen. Smuts 
in 1919 for) British Empire, now usu. 
(British) C~ (C~ Institute, building in 
London devoted to promoting wider 
public knowledge of the life, scenery, & 
industries of the C~; C~ Relations Office, 
Government department responsible for 
relations between Britain & the various 
countries of the C~); company of actors 
sharing receipts; (formerly) public wel¬ 
fare. [also commonweal, f. common 1 + 
wealth, weal; cf. F lien public, L res 
publica] 

commd'tion, n. Physical disturbance; 
bustle, confusion; tumult, insurrection. 
[ME, f. OF comocion or L commotio (as 
foil., see -ion)] 

commove' (-oov), v.t. Move violently 
(lit. & fig.); excite. [ME comm(o)eve, f. 
strong st. of OF commo(u)voir f. L com- 
(movere mot- move)] 

comm'unal, a. Of a commune; of the 
Paris Commune; of the commonalty, of 
or for the community, for the common 
use; (India) of the antagonistic religious 
and racial communities in a district (~ 

sion, smallest for administrative pur¬ 
poses ; similar division elsewhere; The 
C~ (of Paris), (1) usurping body during 
the Reign of Terror, (2) communalistic 
government in 1871. [F, f. med. L com- 
muna for communia neut. pi. of L com¬ 
munis COMMON1] 

commune'2 (or kom'), v.i. Hold intimate 
intercourse (with person, one’s own heart, 
together)-, ‘receive Holy Communion, [f. 
OF comuner f. comun COMMON1] 

commun'ic|able, a. That can be im¬ 
parted; communicative. Hence ~aBiLi 
ity, ~ableNESs, nn., ~abLY2 adv. [f. LL 
communicabilis (as foil., see -ble); cf. F 
communicable] 

commun'icant, n. One who (esp. 
regularly) receives Holy Communion; 
one who imparts information, [as foil., 
see -ant] 

commun'icate, v.t. & i. Impart, transmit, 
(heat, motion, feeling, news, a discovery, 
to); share (a thing) with; receive, ad¬ 
minister, Holy Communion; hold inter¬ 
course with; (of rooms etc.) have common 
door (with), [f. L communicare as (com¬ 

mon1 + -ic- factitive suf.), see -ate3] 

communlca'tion, n. Act of imparting 
(esp. news); information given; inter¬ 
course ; common door or passage or road 
or rail or telegraph or other connexion 
between places, (MU., pi.) connexion 
between base & front. [ME, f. OF comuni- 
cacion f. L communicalionem (prec., 
-ATION)] 

commun'Icative, a. Ready to impart; 
open, talkative. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [f. OF -if, -ive, as communicate, 
see -ive] 

commun'icator, n. Person, thing, that 
communicates; part of telegraph instru¬ 
ment used in sending message; contri¬ 
vance for communicating with guard or 
driver of train. [L (as prec., see-or)] 

commun'ion (-yon), n. Sharing, parti¬ 
cipation ; fellowship (esp. between 
branches of Catholic Church); body 
professing one faith; intercourse; parti¬ 
cipation in Lord’s Supper (also Holy C~); 
close, open, ~, exclusion from, admission 
to, ~ of persons not baptized according to 
Baptist principles; —cloth, -cup (used 
at Holy C~); —rail (in front of —table 
in some churches); ~-table (used for 
Holy C~). [ME, f. L 'communio (as 
common1, see -ion) or OF communion] 

commun'ionist (-yon-), n. Close, open, ~, 
#■ 

For compounds of co- not given consult co-. 
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adherent of close, open, communion; 
fellow-~, member of same communion. 
[-1ST] 

communique (see Ap.), n. Official intima¬ 
tion. [F] 

comm'un|ism, n. Vesting of property in 
the community, each member working 
according to his capacity and receiving 
according to his wants; (usu. C~ism) 
movement or political party advocating 
~ism, party affirming need for a dicta¬ 
torship of the proletariat, associated with 
the Comintern (1919-43) & the Comin- 
form (1947-56). Hence ~IST n., ~Is'tiC 

a. [f. F communism f. commun common1; 
see -ism] 

communitar'Ian, n. Member of commu¬ 
nity practising communism, [f. foil, -f- - 
ARIAN] 

commun'ity, n. Joint ownership, as ~ 
of goods; identity of character; fellow¬ 
ship (~ of interest etc.; also attrib., as 
~ singing, in which all present join); 
organized political, municipal, or social 
body; body of people living in same 
locality (~ centre, place providing social 
& other facilities for a neighbourhood); 
body of men having religion, profession, 
etc., in common, as the mercantile ~, the 
Jewish ~; the ~, the public; monastic, 
socialistic, or other, body practising ~ of 
goods. [ME & OF comunete f. L com- 
munitatem (as common1, seo -ty)] 

comm'umz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Make (land 
etc.) common property. Hence ~a'tion 
n. [f. L communis common 1 + -ize] 

commut'lable, a. Exchangeable; that 
can be compounded for. Hence ~ami/iTY 
n. [f. L commutabilis (as foil., see -ble)] 

cfimmuta'tion, n. Commuting; money 
paid by way of ~; C~ Act (for ~ of tithes 
in England, 1836); * ~ ticket, season ticket. 
[F, or f. L commutalio (as foil., see -ation)] 

commut'ative (also kom'utat-), a. Relat¬ 
ing to or involving substitution, [f. med. 
L commutativus (as foil., see -ative)] 

comm'utator, n. Person, thing that 
commutes; contrivance for altering 
course of electric current. [a3 foil., see 
-OR] 

commutle', v.t. & i. Interchange (two 
things); buy oflf (one obligation) by {for, 
into) another; change (punishment into 
another less severe); change (one kind 
of payment into, for, another); *buy and 
use a season (commutation) ticket for 
travelling, esp. daily to and from work 
in a city, whence *~''er1 n. [f. L com- 
mutare -mutat- exchange] 

comose', a. Having a coma2; hairy, 
downy, [f. L comosus (coma2, see -ose1)] 

c5mp, n. (colloq.). Compositor, [abbr. ] 
com'pact1, n. Agreement between 
parties; general ~, common consent; 
family, social, ~. [f. L cmi(pacisci pact- 
covenant); cf. pact] 

compact'2, a. & n. 1. Closely or neatly 
packed together; (of style) condensed. 

company 
terse. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 2. n. 
(kom'pakt). Miniature flat vanity case, 
or refill for it. [f. L COM(pingere pact- 
= -pangere fasten) ] 

compact'3, v.t. Join firmly together; 
condense; make up, compose, (of), [f. 
prec.] 

compa'ges, n. Framework, complex 
structure (lit. & fig.). [L cOM(pafires f. 
pangere fix)] 

compa'ginjate, v.t. Join firmly together. 
So ~a'tion n. [f. LL compaginare (com- 
pago -ginis = prec.), see -ate3] 

compan'ion1 (-yon), n., & v.t. & i. One 
who accompanies another; associate in, 
sharer of, as ~ in arms, fellow-soldier, 
~ of his retreat; title of handbooks, as 
Gardener’s C~; || member of lowest grade 
of some orders of knighthood, as C~ of the 
Hath; C~ of Honour (of the order of C~s 
of Honour); person (usu. woman) paid to 
live with another; thing that matches 
another (also adj., as ~ volume); (v.t.) 
accompany; (v.i.) consort with. Hence 
~ate2 a. (~ate marriage, marriage with 
birth-control & provision for divorce by 
mutual consent). [ME, f. OF compai(g)non 
f. Rom. *companionem f. L panis bread] 

compan'ion2 (-yon), n. (naut.). Raised 
frame on quarter-deck for fighting cabins 
etc. below; ~ hatch, wooden covering over 
~-way; ~ hatchway, opening in deck 
leading to cabin; ~-ladder (from deck to 
cabin); ~-way, staircase to cabin, [f. Du. 
kompanje (now lcam-) quarter-deck, 
corresp. to OF compagne, It. (camera 
della) compagna pantry, caboose, ult. rel. 
to prec.] 

compan'ionab|le (-nyo-), a. Sociable. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~leNESS (-in-) n. [com¬ 

panion 1 + -able] 

compan'ionship (-nyo-) n. State of being 
companion(s); (Printing) company of 
compositors working together, [-ship] 

com'pany. (kum-), n., & v.t. & i. Com¬ 
panionship ; in ~, not alone; bear, keep, 
a person r-*, accompany him; part ~ 
(with), part (from); weep for ~ (because 
one’s companion weeps); keep~, associate 
as lovers; number of persons assembled; 
one’s usual associates, as addicted to low 
~; he is good, bad, ~ (a pleasant, dull, 
companion); social party; guests; I sin 
in good ~, better men have done the 
same; ~ manners, the artificial behaviour 
put on before strangers; body of persons 
combined for common (esp. commercial) 
object, as joint2 Stock C~, II Limited 
Liability C~ (liability of each member 
limited usu. to amount subscribed by 
him), John C~ (East India C~); partner(s) 
not named in title of firm, as Smith & Co.; 
party of players; subdivision of infantry 
battalion usu. commanded by major or 
captain (cf. troop, battery; ~ officer, 
captain or lower commissioned officer; 
~ sergeant-major, senior non-comd officer 
of —); unit of R.A.S.C., R.B., etc.; ship’s 
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~, entire crew; (v.t., arch.) accompany; 
(v.i.) consort with. [ME, f. OF compaignie 
f. Rom. *compania f. *companio (com¬ 
panion -Y1)] 

com'parable, a. That can he compared. 
(with); fit to be compared (to). [ME, f. OF 
f. L comparabilis (as compare1, see -ble)] 

compa'rative, a. & n. 1. Of or involving 
comparison, as the ~ method, esp. of 
sciences, as ~ anatomy; (Gram.) ~ 
adjective, adverb, one in the ~ degree, 
expressing a higher degree of the quality 
denoted by the simple word; estimated 
by comparison, as the ~ merits of', 
perceptible by comparison, as in ~ 
comfort. 2. n. ~ degree. Hence ~ly2 
(-vl-) adv. [ME, f. L comparaiivus (foil., 
-ATIVE) ] 

compare'1, v.t. & i. Liken, pronounce 
similar, (to), esp. with negative, as not to 
be to; estimate the similarity of (one 
thing with, to, another; two things 
together); observo the similarity or 
relation between (passages of book etc.; 
abbr. cp.); ~ notes, exchange views; 
(Gram.) form comparative & superlative 
degrees of (adjective, adverb); (v.i.) bear 
comparison, as no lady can ~ with Sally. 
[ME, f. OF compercr (later -par-) f. L 
COMparare (par equal)] 

compare'2, n. Comparison, as beyond, 
without, past, ~. [app. f. (without) com¬ 
pare (obs. var. of compeer) being referred 
to COMPARE1] 

compa'rison, n. Act of comparing; 
simile, illustration; in ~ with, compared 
to; degrees of ~, positive, comparative, 
superlative, (of adjectives & adverbs). 
[ME, f. OF compareson f. L compara- 
tionem (as compare ’) ] 

compart', v.t. Divide into compart¬ 
ments. [f. OF compariir or L compartiri 
(pars partis part)] 

compdrt'ment, n. Division separated by 
partitions esp. of railway carriage; 
watertight division of ship; || (Pol.) 
separate portion of a bill, or business in 
hand, for discussion of which a limit of 
parliamentary time is allotted by Govern¬ 
ment. [f. F compartiment f. It. -mento (as 
prec., see -ment)] 

com'pass1 (kum-), n. (Pair of) ~es, 
instrument for describing circles, with 
two legs connected at one end by movable 
joint; beam—es (with sliding sockets, for 
large circles); bow-~es (with legs jointed 
to bend inwards); circumference, boun¬ 
dary; area, extent, (also fig., as beyond my 
~); range of a voice; roundabout way, as 
fetch, go, a ~; instrument of navigation 
showing magnetic or true north & bear¬ 
ings from it (mariners’ ~, gyro-~); box3 
the ~; ~ -plane (convex, for planing con¬ 
cave surfaces); ~-saw (with narrow blade, 
for curves); ~ window, semicircular bay 
window. [ME, f. OF compos, the relation 

of wh. to Rom. collaterals & OF com- 
passer (see foil.) is obsc.] 

com'pass2 (kiim-), v.t. Go round; hem 
in; grasp mentally; contrive; accomplish. 
Hence ~able a. [ME, f. OF cornpasser, 
f. Rom. *compassare measure (com-, 
passus pace)] 

compa'ssion (-shn), n. Pity inclining one 
to spare or help, as have ~ on us. [ME & 
OF compassion, f. LL compassionem f. 
LL c<m(pati pass- suffer), see -ion ] 

compa'ssionate1 (-sho-), a. Sympathetic, 
pitying; II ~ allowance (granted when an 
ordinary pension or allowance is not 
admissible under official rules); || ~ leave 
(granted out of compassion). Hence 
•—xy2 (-tl-) adv., ~ness (-tn-) n. [latinized 
f. F compassionnA (-ATE2)] 

compa'ssionate2 (-sho-), v.t. Regard, 
treat, with compassion, [f. prec.] 

compat'Ilble, a. Consistent, able to co¬ 
exist, (with). Hence or cogn. ~bii/ity n., 
~bLY2 adv. [F, f. med. L compatibilis 
(coKpati suffer with, -ble)] 

compat'rilot, n. Fellow-countryman. 
Hence ~6t'ic a. [f. F compatriots f. LL 
com(patriota patriot) ] 

compeer', n. Equal, peer; comrade. [ME 
& OF compcr; see com-, peep.1] 

compel', v.t. (-11-). Constrain, force, (to 
do, to a course); bring about (an action) 
by force, as ~ submission; (poet.) drive 
forcibly; ~ling a., rousing strong interest 
or feeling of admiration. Hence ~1'able 
a. [ME, f. L cou(pellere pids- drive)] 

com'pend, n. = compendium. 
compen'dious, a. Brief but com¬ 
prehensive (of works & authors). Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, f. LL com- 
pendiosus (foil., see -ous)] 

compen'dium, n. (pi. -urns, -a). Abridge¬ 
ment; summary; abstract. [L, lit. what 
is weighed together f. C0M(pendere 
weigh) ] 

com'pensatle, v.t. & i. 1. Counter¬ 
balance ; make amends (for thing, to 
person, with, by, another thing, or at>3.); 
recompense (person for thing). 2. (mech.). 
Provide (pendulum etc.) with mechanical 
compensation. Hence compen'satiVE a. 
& n., <—'OR n., compen'satORY a. [f. L 
com(pensare frequent, of pend&re pens- 
weigh)] 

compensa'tion, n. Compensating; thing 
given as recompense; '—balance, ~- 
-pcndulum, of chronometer (neutralizing 
effect of temperature). Hence ~al a. 
[ME, f. OF, or f. L compensatio (as prec., 
see -ation)] 

com'pere (-par), n., & v.t. 1. Organizer 
of cabaret or broadcast entertainment 
who introduces the artistes, comments on 
the turns, etc. 2. v.t. Act as ~ to. [F, 
= gossip] 

compete', v.i. Strive (with another for 
thing, in doing, or abs.); vie (with another 

For compounds of co- not given consult co-. 
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in a quality), [f. L com(petere -tit- seek), in 
post-class, sense ‘strive after or contend 
for (something)’ ] 

com'petence, -cy, nn. Sufficiency of 
means for living, easy circumstances; 
ability (to do, for a task); (of court, 
magistrate, etc.) legal capacity, right to 
take cognizance, [f. L competentia (as 
prec., see -ence, -ency)] 

com'petent, a. Properly qualified (to do, 
for a task); legally qualified (judge, court, 
witness); (of things) belonging, permis¬ 
sible, to, as it v:as ~ to him to refuse. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF competent or 
L competent- (as compete, see -ent)] 

competition, n. Act of competing (for), 
by examination, in market, etc. [f. LL 
competitio (as foil., see -ion)] 

competitive, a. Of, by, offered for, 
competition. Hence ~ly1 (-v!-) adv. [f. 

p.p. st. of L competere (compete) +-ive] 

compet'it|or, n. One who competes, 
rival. Hence~OKY a., —rESS1 n. [f. F com- 
pititeur or L competitor (as prec., see 
-OR) ] _ _ 

compilation, n. Compiling; thing com¬ 
piled. [ME, f. OF f. L compilationem 
(foil., -ation)] 

compile', v.t. Collect (materials) into a 
volume; make up (volume) of such 
materials; (Cricket si.) score (so many 
runs). [ME, f. OF compiler or app. 
source, L compilare plunder] 

compla'cence, -cy, nn. Tranquil plea¬ 
sure ; self-satisfaction, [f. med. L com- 
placentia f. L com(placcre please), see 
-ENCE, -ENCY] 

compla'cent, a. Self-satisfied. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. L complacent- part. st. of 
complacerc, see prec., -ENT] 

complain', v.i. Express dissatisfaction 
with (of)-, announce that one is suffering 
from (of a headache etc.); state a griev¬ 
ance (to an authority of offender or 
offence), whence ~ant (1) n., plaintiff in 
certain suits; (poet.) emit mournful 
sound. [ME, f. OF complaindre (st. 
-aign-) f. Rom. *coil(plangere planet- 
beat the breast) bewail; see plain2] 

complaint', n. Utterance of grievance; 
formal accusation; 'plaintiff’s case in 
civil action; subject, ground, of ~; 
bodily ailment. [ME, f. OF complainte 
(prec., com-, plaint2)] 

complais'lance (-z-; or kom'pllz-), n. 
Obligingness, politeness; deference. So 
~ant a. [F, formally *=* med. L com- 
placentia complacence; see pleasance] 

com'plement \ n. That which completes; 
(Gram.) ~ of (words completing) the 
predicate-, full number required (to man 
ship, fill conveyance, etc.); (Math.) ~ of 
an angle, its deficiency from_ 90° (cf. 
supplement). Hence complemen'tAL a., 
complemen'talLY2 adv. [ME, f. L com- 
plementum (complete1, -ment)] 

complement'2, v.t. Complete, form com¬ 
plement to. [f. prec.] 

complemen'tary, a. Serving to com¬ 
plete; ~ angles (making up 90°); ~ 
COLOURS. [-ARY1] 

complete'1, a. Having all its parts, 
entire; finished; unqualified, as ~ sur¬ 
prise; (arch, of persons) accomplished, 
as ~ horseman. Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv., 
~ness (-tn-) n. [ME, f. OF complet or L 
completus p.p. of COMplcre fill up] 

complete'2, v.t. Finish; make whole or 
perfect; make up the amount of. So 
comple'tiON n., complet'iVE a. [f. 
prec.] _ 

com'plex1, n. Complex whole; (Psych.) 
kind of mental abnormality set up by 
suppressed tendencies or experience; 
obsession, [f. L complexus -iis embrace 
etc. (as foil.)] 

com'plex2, a. Consisting of parts, com¬ 
posite ; complicated; ~ sentence, one 
containing subordinate clause(s). Hence 
complex'iTY n., ~ly2 adv. [f. F cora- 
plexe or L complexus p.p. of compleclere 
(-i) embrace; in some uses referred to 
complexus plaited ] 

comple'xion (-kslin), n. Natural colour, 
texture, & appearance, of the skin (esp. 
of face); (fig.) character, aspect, as his 
conduct wears another ~. Hence ~ED2 

(-kshond), —less, aa. [OF, f. L complexio- 
nem (as prec., see -ion); orig. = combina¬ 
tion of supposed qualities determining 
nature of a body] 

compli'ance, n. Action in accordance 
with request, command, etc.; in ~ with, 
according to (wish etc.); base submission. 
[COMPLY, -ANCE] 

compli'ant, a. Disposed to comply, 
yielding. Hence ~ly2 adv. [-ant] 

com'plicacy, n. Complexity; compli¬ 
cated structure, [f. L as foil., see -acy] 

com'plicate, v.t. Mix up (with other 
things); make intricate (esp. in p.p.). 
[f. L com(plicare fold), see -ate3] 

complica'tion, n. Involved condition; 
entangled stato of affairs; complicating 
circumstance, as here is a furthei—. [f. 
LL complicatio (as prec., see -ation)] 

compli'city, n. Partnership in an evil 
action, [f. F complicity or complice (see 
ACCOMPLICE) +-TY] 

com'pllment1, n. Polite expression of 
praise, as pay, make, a ~; act implying 
praise; (pi.) formal greetings, as make, 
pay, send, one’s ~s, (as accompaniment 
to message, note, present, etc.) with 
Mr ■—’s ~s; ~s of (greetings appropriate 
to) the season; (arch.) gift, gratuity. 
Hence ~AltY1 (-Sn1) a. [F, f. It. compli- 
mento f. Sp. cumplimiento fulfilment of the 
duties of courtesy f. L as complement1; 
cf. comply ] 

compliment'2, v.t. Pay a compliment 
to (person on thing); present (person icilh 
thing) as mark of courtesy, [f. F com- 
plimenter (prec.)] 

com'plin(e), n. (Eccl.) last service of the 
day. [ME cumplie i. OF compile (mod. 
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complies) repr. LL complela (hora) com¬ 
plete; forms -in, -ines after matin, 
-in(e)s) 

comply', v.i. Act in accordance (with 
wish, command, etc., or abs.). [f. It. 
complire ult. f. L complere complete ] 

com'po, n. (pi. -os). Abbr. of composition, 
esp. = stucco, plaster, 

compon'ent, a. & n. 1. Contributing to 
the composition of a whole. 2. n. ~ part, 
[f. L com(ponere put), -ent] 

compdkt', v.t. & i. Conduct, behave, 
oneself; ~ with, suit, befit, [f. L com- 
(portare carry) & F comporter ] 

composle' (-z), v.t. (Of elements) make 
up, constitute, (esp. pass., be ~ed of); 
construct in words, produce in literary 
form, (poem etc., or abs.); (Mus.) invent 
& put into proper form; set (words) to 
music; (Print.) set up (type) to form 
words & blocks of words, set up (article 
etc.) in type; put together, arrange, 
artistically; adjust (dispute etc.); arrange 
in specified or understood manner, or 
for specified purpose, as ~e yourself to 
write, ~e your countenance, ~e your 
thoughts for action; tranquillize (oneself, 
passions, etc.), esp. in p.p., whenco 
~'edLY2 adv., ~'edNESS n., (-z-). [f. F 
composer; see pose1] 

compSs'er (-z-), n. One who composes 
(usu. music), [prec.-I--er 1 ] 

compSs'ing (-z-), n. In vbl senses; ~- 
-machine (for setting up type); ~-stick, 
metal instrument of adjustable width in 
which type is set. [-ING1 ] 

com'posite (-zi- or -zl-), a. & n. (Thing) 
made up of various parts; (Archit.) fifth 
classical order, Ionic & Corinthian 
mixed; (plant) of the Natural Order 
Compositae, in which the so-called flower 
is a head of many flowers (as daisy, dande¬ 
lion, etc.); (of ships) built of both wood 
and iron; II ~ (railway) carriage, one 
with compartments of different classes; 
~ candle (of stearic acid & stearin of 
coconut oil); ~ photograph (produced by 
accurately superimposing several por¬ 
trait-heads). Hence ~ly3 adv., ~ness n. 
[f. F composite or L compositus p.p. of 
L C0M(p<mere posit- put)] 

cdmposi'tion (-z-), n. I. Act of putting to¬ 
gether; formation, construction; forma¬ 
tion of words into a compound word; 
construction of sentences, art of literary 
production; act, art, of composing music; 
setting up of type. 2. Mental constitution, 
as a touch of madness in his~. 3. Arrange¬ 
ment (of the parts of a picture etc.); thing 
composed, mixture; piece of music or 
writing. 4. Agreement for cessation of 
hostilities; compromise. 5. Compound 
artificial substance, esp. one serving the 
purpose of a natural one (often attrib., 
as ~ billiard-balls. 6. Agreement for pay¬ 
ment of sum in lieu of larger sum or other 

obligation, as made a ~ with his creditors. 
[ME, f. OF, f. L compositioncm (prec., 
-ION)] 

compos'itive (-z-), a. Combining, [f. LL 
compositions (as prec., see -ive)] 

compos'itor (-z-), n. Type-setter, [f. AF 
compositour f. L compositorem (as prec., 
see -or) ] 

ciim'pSs (niSn'tis), a. In one’s right 
mind; non~, not in one’s right mind. [L] 

composs'ible, a. Able to coexist (with). 
[F, f. med. L com(possibilis possible)] 

com'post *, n. Compound manure; com¬ 
bination. [ME, f. OF, f. L compositum, as 
COMPOSITE] 

c5m'p5st2, v.t. Treat with, make into, 
compost. [ME, f. OF composter (prec.)] 

compo'sure (-zher), n. Tranquil demea¬ 
nour, calmness, [f. compose +-ure] 

compota'tion, n. Tippling together. So 
com'potatOR n. [f. L compotatio (com-, 

POTATION) ] 
com'pote, n. Fruit preserved in syrup. 

[F, f. OF composte, fcm. form of compost 
COMPOST] 

compound'1, v.t. & i. 1. Mix (ingredients, 
lit. & fig.); combine (verbal elements) 
into a word; mako up (a composite 
whole). 2. Settle (matter by mutual con¬ 
cession, debt by partial payment, sub¬ 
scription by lump sum, or abs.). 3. Con¬ 
done (liability, offence) for money etc.; 
~ a felony, forbear prosecution on private 
motive. 4. v.i. Come to terms (with 
person for forgoing claim etc., for offence). 
Hence ~able a. [ME compoun(e) f. OF 
compondre f. L COM (ponere put), whence 
obs. compone; -d as in expound ] 

com'pound2, a. & n. 1. Made up of 
several ingredients; consisting of several 
parts; combined, collective; ~ fracture 
(complicated with skin wound); ~ addi¬ 
tion, subtraction, etc. (dealing with various 
denominations); ~ interest1; (Zool., 
Hot.) consisting of a combination of 
organisms, or simple parts, as ~ animal, 
~ flower; II ~ householder (whose rates are 
paid by landlord & included in rent). 
2. n. Mixture of elements, ~ thing, esp. 
~ word;(Chem.) substance consisting of 
two or more elements chemically united 
in definite proportions by weight, [orig. 
p.p. of compo(u)ne, see prec.] 

com'pound3, n. (In India, China, etc.) 
enclosure in which house or factory 
stands, [perh. f. Malay kampong] 

compraddr', n. (In China) chief agent or 
factotum in European house of business. 
[Port., = buyer, f. LL comparatorem f. 
COM(parare furnish), see -OR] 

comprehend', v.t. Grasp mentally, 
understand, (person, thing); include, 
take in. [ME, f. L com(prehendere -liens- 
grasp) or OF comprehender) 

comp rehen's | ible, a. That may be under¬ 
stood; that may be comprised. Hence 

For compounds of co- not given consult C0-. 
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~.jBJL lJY n-> ~ibiY2 adv. [f. L comprehen- 
stbilhs (as prec., see -ble)] 

comprehen'sion (-shn), n. Act, faculty, 
of understanding; inclusive power, as a 
term of wide < ■; toleration of divergent 
opinions (esp. Eccl.). [f. I, comprehensio 
(jis prcc.,_see -ion) or F comprehension] 

comprehen sive, a. Of understanding, 
as ~ faculty; including much, as ~ term, 
~ grasp (fig. & lit.); ~ school, large second¬ 
ary school providing courses of varied 
kinds & lengths. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., 
'--'NESS (-vn-) n. [f. LL comprehensivus 
(as prec., see -ive) or F comprAhensif] 

compress'1, v.t. Squeeze together; con¬ 
dense (air, language, thoughts). Hence 
~ive a. [ME, f. OF compresser or LL com- 
pressare f. COM(primere press- = premere 
press) ] 

com'press2, n. Soft pad of lint etc. for 
compressing artery etc.; piece of wet 
cloth covered with waterproof bandage, 
for relief of inflammation, [f. F com- 
presse f. L fern. p.p. as prec. ] 

compress'lible, a. That may be com¬ 
pressed. Hence ~iBiL'lTY n. [-ible] 

compre'ssion (-shn), n. Squeezing to¬ 
gether, condensation, (lit. & fig.). So 
compress'oR n. [ME, f. OF f. L com- 
pressionem (as compress1, see -ion)] 

comprisle' (-z), v.t. Include, compre¬ 
hend; consist of, as the house —es 9 bed¬ 
rooms etc.; condense (within limits etc.). 
Hence ~'able (-z-) a. [ME, f. OF com¬ 
prise fern. p.p. of comprendre comprehend, 

on anal, of surprise (F surprise, sur- 
prendre) ] 

com'promise1 (-z), n. Settlement of 
dispute by mutual concession; adjust¬ 
ment of (between) conflicting opinions, 
courses, etc., by modification of each, 
[f. OF compromis f. L compromissum p.p. 
of cou(promittere promise)] 

com'promise2 (-z), v.t. & i. Settle (dis¬ 
pute) by mutual concession; (v.i.) make 
a compromise; bring (person, oneself) 
under suspicion by indiscreet action, [f. 
prec. ] 

comprovin'cial (-shl), a. & n. (Person, 
esp. bishop) of the same (esp. archie- 
piscopal) province, [f. LL comprovincialis 
(COM-, PROVINCE, -AL)] 

comptroll'er (kont-), n. Spelling of 
controller (by erron. assoc, w. LL 
computus, see count 1), introduced c. 1500, 
& surviving in some titles, as C~ and 
Auditor General. 

compulsion (-shn), n. Constraint, obliga¬ 
tion ; under, upon, ~, because one is 
compelled. [ME, f. OF f. LL compul- 
sionem (as compel, see -ion)] 

compul'sive, a. Tending to compel. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L compuls- as com¬ 

pel, -ive] 
compul'sorly. a. (Of action, agent) 
enforced; compelling (~y legislation etc., 
opp. permissive). Hence ~ily2 adv., 
~Iness u. [as prec., -ory] 

compunc't|ion, n. Pricking of conscience; 
slight regret, scruple, as without ~ion. 
Hence ~ious (-shus) a., ~iousLY2 (-shus-) 
adv. [ME, f. OF f. LL compunetionem f. 
cou(pungere punct- prick), see -ion] 

compurga'tion, n. Clearing from a 
charge, vindication, esp. (Eng. Hist.) 
trial & purgation by oath. So com1 

purgatOR n., computg'atORY a. [f. LL 
compurgatio f. c<m(purgare purify) see 
-ATION] 

computle', v.t. Reckon (number or 
amount often at figure, that, or abs.). So 
~'able (or kbm1), ~'ative (or kom1), aa., 
computA'TiON n., ~'er2 n., calculator, 
electronic calculating machine, [f. F 
computer or L com(putare reckon)] 

comrade (kum'rid, kb-), n. Mate or fellow 
in work or play or fighting, equal with 
whom one is on familiar terms, (usu. of 
males, cf. companion); (as prefix) fellow 
member of trade union, communistic 
society, etc. (C~ Smith). Hence ~smp 
(-dsh-) n. [16th c. cama-, camerade f. F, 
f. Sp. camarada room-mate, lit. roomful 
(CHAMBER, -ADE)] 

*C6m'stockery, n. Opposition to naked 
realism in art or literature. [A. Comstock, 
U.S. neo-Puritan (d. 1915)] 

Com't|ism, n. = rosmviSM. So ~ist n. 

[Auguste Comte, founder (d. 1857), +-ISM] 

con1 (-nn-), v.t. ~ (over), study, learn by 
heart, [different, form of cun, ME cunn 
CAN2] 

con2, *conn, v.t. (-nn-). Direct steering 
of (ship, or abs.); conning-tower, armoured 
pilot-house of warship, superstructure of 
submarine from which steering, firing, 
etc., are directed when it is on or near 
the surface, [app. weakened form of 
cond (17th c.) f. F conduire f. L conducere 
CONDUCT V.] 

edn3, prep. (It.). With (esp. Mus.), as ~ 
brio (spirit), espressione (expression), 
fuoco (fire), moto (spirited movement). 

con4. See contra. 

•con5, n., & v.t. (In attrib. use) confidence 
(~ game, confidence trick); (v.t.) swindle, 
dupe, [abbr.] 

con-, pref. = L cum (see com-) before c d f 
gjnqstv. 

con'acre (-ker) n. (In Ireland) letting by 
tenant of small portions of land prepared 
for Crop. [CORN1 + ACRE] 

con amor'c, adv. Zealously. [It.] 
cona'tion, n. (philos.). The exertion of 
willing that desire or aversion shall issue 
in action. Hence con'ativE a. [f. L 
conatio (conari to try. -ation)] 

concat'en|ate (-n-k-), v.t. Link together 
(fig.). So ~A'TI0N n. [f. L con(catenare 
f. catena chain), see -ate3] 

conc'ave, a. & n. With outline or surface 
curved liko interior of circle or sphere 
(cf. convex); (n.) ~ surface, esp. vault 
of heaven. Hence or cogn. ~ly2 (-vl-) 
adv., conc&v'iTY n. [f. L con(cavus 
hollow) or F concave] 
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concav'o-, in comb. Concavely, concave 
& —, as ^-concave, concave on both sides, 
~-convex, concave one side, convex the 
other. [-0-] 

conceal', v.t. Keep secret (from); hide. 
Hence ~ment n. [ME, f. OF conceler f. L 
con(celare hide) ] 

concede', v.t. Admit, allow, (statement, 
that)-, grant (right, privilege, points or 
start in game etc.; to person); (Sport, 
si.) lose (game etc.), [f. F concider or L 
con(cedere, -cess- yield)] 

conceit'1 (-set), n. Personal vanity; fanci¬ 
ful notion, far-fetched comparison or 
other euphuism; in my own ~ (judge¬ 
ment) ; out of ~, no longer pleased with. 
[ME, f. conceive on anal, of deceit, 
deceive, etc. ] 

conceit'2 (-set), v.t. (arch.). Imagine; 
persuade oneself (that), [f. prec.] 

conceit'ed (-set-), a. Vain (orig. se?/-~). 
Hence ~ly 2 adv. [conceit 1 + -ed 2 ] 

conceiv'lable (-sev-), a. That can be 
(mentally) conceived. Hence ~aBii/iTY, 
-~ableNESS, nn., ~abLY2 adv., (-sev-). [f. 
foil. + -ABIE] 

conceive' (-sev), v.t. & i. Become preg¬ 
nant with; become pregnant; form in 
the mind, imagine, (also ~ of); fancy, 
think, (that); formulate, express, (usu. 
pass., as in -plain terms). [ME, f. OF 
conceiv- stressed st. of conceveir f. L 
con(cipere cept- = capere take)] 

concel'ebr|ate, v.i. (E.-C. Ch., of newly 
ordained priest) celebrate mass with or¬ 
daining bishop. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. 
L C0N(ceie&rare celebrate)] 

cdn'centrat|e, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Bring 
together to one point (troops, power, 
attention); (Chem.) increase strength of 
(liquid etc.) by contracting its volume, 
(fig. in p.p. of hate etc.) intense; (v.i.) 
employ all one’s power or attention 
(upon). 2. n. ~ed form of something, 
product of ~ion. Hence concentrA'TiON 
n. (~ion camp, for the accommodation 
of political prisoners, internees, etc.); 
~IveNESS, ~or, nn., ~ive a. [f. after 
CONCENTRE; See -ATE3] 

concen'tre (-ter), v.t. & i. Bring, come, to 
a common centre, [f. F concentrer, f. con- 
con- + centre centre ‘] 

concen'tr[ic, a. Having a common centra 
(with or abs.). Hence ~ically adv., c5n- 
centri'ciTY n. [ME, f. OF concentrique or 
med. L COH(centrieus, as centre)] 

con'cept, n. Idea of a class of objects, 
general notion, [f. LB ccmceptus f. concept- 
(CONCEIVE)] 

conception, n. Conceiving (in all senses); 
thing conceived, idea. Hence ~al (-sho-) 
a. [ME, f. OF f. L conceptionem (as prec., 
-I°N)J 

concep'tive, a. Conceiving (mentally), of 
conception, [f. LL conceptivus (as prcc., 
see -ive) ] 

conceptual, a. Of mental conceptions, 
[f. med. L conceptualis (conceptus -us as 
prec., -al] 

conceptual |ism, n. Doctrine that uni- 
versals exist as mental concepts (only); 
doctrine that the mind can form ideas 
corresponding to abstract tei’ms. So ~IST 
n. [-ism] 

concdhn'1, v.t. Delate to, affect; interest 
oneself (with, in, about, matter, to do); 
be ~ed (take part) in; I am not ~ed, it is 
not my business (to); (in p.p.) troubled, 
as a~cd air, am ~ed to hear, at, for person, 
about; ~ing (prep.), about, [f. F concerner 
& med. L sense ‘regard, concern’ of LL 
con(cernere sift, discern) mix] 

concern'2, n. Relation, reference, (with); 
have no ~ (nothing to do) with; have a ~ 
(interest, share) in; anxiety, solicitous 
regard, as asked with deep ~; matter 
that affects one, as no ~ of mine; (pi.) 
affairs, as meddling in my ~s; business, 
firm, as a flourishing ~; (colloq.) thing, 
as smashed the whole ~. [f. prec.] 

concdrn'ment, n. Affair, business; im¬ 
portance, as of vital ~; being concerned 
(with); anxiety, [-ment] 

con'cert1, n. Agreement, union, as u-ork 
in ~ (with); combination of voices or 
sounds, as voices raised in ~; musical 
entertainment; ~ grand, grand piano of 
largest size for ~s; ~ pilch (slightly 
higher than the ordinary; transf., state 
of unusual efficiency or readiness), [f. F 
concert f. It. concerto f. concertare; see 
foil. ] 

concert'2, v.t. Arrange (by mutual agree¬ 
ment, also of one person), [f. F concerter 
f. It. concertare of obsc. orig.) 

conc£rt'ed, a. In vbl senses; also (Mus.) 
arranged in parts for voices or instru¬ 
ments. [-ED1] 

concerti'na (-to-), n. Portable musical 
instrument consisting of a pair of bellows 
with a set of studs at each end. [concert 1 
+ -INA1] 

concert's (-cluTr-), n. (pi. -os). Composi¬ 
tion (usu. in three movements) for solo 
instrument(s) accompanied by orchestra. 
[It., see concert1] 

conce'ssion (-shn), n. Act of conceding; 
thing conceded, esp. (Diplom.) grant to 
concessionaire, piece of territory of which 
the occupation & use are granted to a 

State, company, or person. Hence ~ary1 
(sho-) a. [F, or f. L concessio (as concede, 
see -ion)] 

concession(n)aire' (-sho-), n. Holder of 
concession, grant, etc., esp. of monopoly 
given by government to foreigner. [F 
(-nn-), prec., -ary1] 

concess'ive, a. Of, tending to, conces¬ 
sion; (Gram.) expressing concession, [f. 
LL concessivus (as concede, see -ive)] 

concett'ism (-chet-), n. Use of fanciful 
turns (It. concetti) in literature, [-ism] 

For compounds of co- not given consult C0-. 
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conch (-ngk), n. Shellfish; shell of a 
mollusc, esp. (Horn. Myth.) as trumpet of 
a Triton; (Archit.) domed roof of semi¬ 
circular apse; (also concha) external ear, 
its central concavity, [f. L concha shell f. 
Gk kogkhe mussel etc. ] 

conchif'erous (-ngk-), a. (zool., geol.). 
Shell-bearing, [as prec., see -ferous] 

cQnchol'ogly (-ngk-), n. Study of shells & 
shellfish. So concholo'giCAL a., ~ist n. 
(as conch, see -logy] 

II con'chy (or -shl), n. (si.). Conscientious 
objector, [abbr.] 

concierge (see Ap.), n. (In France etc.) 
door-keeper, porter, (esp. of flats etc.). 
[F]_ 

concil'Iar, a. Of ecclesiastical councils. 
[f. L concilium council+ -AR1] 

concll'ilate, v.t. Gain (esteem, goodwill); 
pacify; win over (to one’s side etc.); 
reconcile (discrepant theories). Hence or 
cogn.~ativE,~atORY, (-lya-), aa.,~at0R, 

~atoriNESS (-lya-), nn. [f. L conciliare (as 
prec.), see -ate3] 

concilia'tion, n. Reconcilement; use of 
conciliating measures; Court of ~ (offer¬ 
ing parties a voluntary settlement), 
[f. L conciliaiio (as prec., see -ation)] 

concinn'Ity, n. Elegance, neatness, of 
literary style, [f. L concinnitas (concinnus 
well-adjusted, see -ty)] 

concise', a. Brief in expression (of 
speech, style, person). Hence ~ly2 (-si-) 
adv., ~NESS (-sn-) n. [f. F concis or 
L concisus p.p. of CON(cidere cis-=caedere 
cut)] 

conci'sion (-zhn), n. Mutilation (in 
Phil. iii. 2, = circumcision, contemptu¬ 
ously); conciseness. [ME, f. L concisio 
(as prec., see -ion)] 

conc'lave, n. Meeting-place, assembly, of 
cardinals for election of Pope; private 
assembly, as in ~. [ME, f. OF f. L 
CON (clave lock-up place f. clavis key)] 

conclude' (-n-klobd), v.t. & i. Bring to an 
end, make an end, (~ one’s speech etc., or 
~, with remark etc., by saying etc.); (of 
things) come to an end; infer (from 
premisses etc.); settle, arrange, (treaty 
etc.); resolve (to do). [ME, f. L con(cludere 
clus- = claudere shut)] 

conclu'sion (-n-kldbzhn), n. Termination; 
final result; in ~, lastly, to conclude; 
inference; decision; (Logic) proposition 
deduced from previous ones, esp. last of 
three forming a syllogism; try with, 
engage in a trial of skill etc. with ; settling, 
arrangement, (of peace etc.). [ME, f. OF 
or f. L conclusio (as prec., see -ion)] 

conclus'ive, (-n-kloo-), a.. Decisive, con¬ 
vincing. Hence ~iy2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness 

(-vn-) n. [f. LL conclusivus (as prec., 
see -ive)] 

concoct', v.t. Make up of mixed ingre¬ 
dients (soup, drink, story, plot). Hence 
or cogn. concoc'tiON, concoc'tOR, nn., 
concoc'tivE a. [f. L con(coquere cocl- 

cook)] 

concol'orous (-kfil-), a. (nat. hist.). Of 
uniform colour, [f. L con (color colour) + 
-ous] 

concdm'itance, -cy, (-n-k-), n. Coexist¬ 
ence, esp. (-ance) of body & blood of Christ 
in each of the eucharistic elements, [f. 
med. L concomilanlia (as foil., see -ance, 
-ancy)] 

concom'ltant (-n-k-), a. & n. Going 
together, as ~ circumstances; (n.) accom¬ 
panying thing. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. LL 
con(comitari f. comes -mitis companion), 
see -ant] 

conc'ord, n. Agreement, harmony, be¬ 
tween persons or things; treaty; (Mus.) 
chord satisfactory in itself without 
others to follow; (Gram.) agreement be¬ 
tween words in gender, number, etc. 
[ME & OF concordc f. L concordia f. 
con(cors f. cor cordis heart) of one mind] 

concdrd'ance (-n-k-), n. Agreement; 
alphabetical arrangement of chief words 
(verbal ~) or subjects (real ~) occurring in 
a book (esp. the Bible) or author, with 
citations of the passages concerned. [ME, 
f. OF, f. med. L concordantia(foil., -ance)] 

concord'ant (-n-k-), a. Agreeing, harmo¬ 
nious, (with or abs.); in musical concord. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF, f. L con- 
cordare (concors), see concord and -ant] 

concdrd'at (-n-k-), n. Agreement between 
Church & State esp. one between Roman 
See (or Pope) and a secular government. 
[F, or f. its source L concordatum (Engl, 
since 17th c.) neut. p.p. as prec.] 

conc'ourse (-bis), n. Crowd; confluence of 
things, as fortuitous ~ of atoms. [ME, f. 
OF concours f. L concursus -us (as concur) ] 

concres'cence, n. (biol.). Coalescence, 
growing together, [f. L concrescentia (as 
foil., see -ence)] 

conc'rete1, a. & n. 1. (Gram., of norm) de¬ 
noting a thing as opposed to a quality, 
state, or action, not abstract; existing 
in material form, real; in the~, in sphere 
of reality. 2. n. ~ thing; composition of 
gravel, cement, etc., for building, (attrib.) 
made of this. Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv. [f. 

L concrctus p.p. of con(crescere cret- grow)] 
concrete2, v.t. & i. (-n-kret') form into a 
mass, solidify; (kbnk-) treat with con¬ 
crete. [f. prec. ] 

concre'tion (-n-k-), n. Coalescence; con¬ 
crete mass, esp. (Path.) morbid formation 
in the body, stone, (Geol.) mass formed of 
solid particles, whence~aryx (-n-kresho-) 
a.; embodiment in concrete form. [f. L 
concrctio (concrete*, -ion)] 

concub'inage (-n-k-), n. Cohabiting of 
man and woman not legally married; 
having, being, a concubine. [ME, f. OF, 
as concubine, see -age] 

concub'inary (-n-k-), a. & n. (Person) 
living in concubinage; of, sprung from, 
concubinage, [f. med. L concubinarius (as 
foil., see -ary1)] 

conc'ubine, n. Woman who cohabits with 
a man, not being his wife; (among poly- 
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gamous peoples) secondary wife. [ME, 
f. OF f. L cofi(cubina f. cubare lie)] 

concupiscence (-n-k-), n. Sexual ap¬ 
petite; (N.T.) desire for worldly thing's. 
[ME, f. LL concupiscentia (as foil., see 
-ENCE)] 

concupiscent (-n-k-), a. Lustful, eagerly 
desirous, [f. L concupiscere inceptive of 
con(cupere desire), see -ent] 

concur' (-n-k-), v.i. (-rr-). Happen to¬ 
gether, coincide; (of circumstances etc.) 
co-operate (with or abs.); agree in opinion 
(with). So concu'rrENCE (-n-k-) n. [f. L 
con(currere curs- run) ] 

concu'rrent (-n-k-), a. & n. Running 
together, as parallel lines; existing to¬ 
gether; co-operating; agreeing; ~ lease 
(made before the former expires); ~ fire 
insurance (of which the risk is definitely 
proportioned among several companies); 
(n.) ~ circumstance. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[as concur, see -ent] 

concuss' (-n-k-), v.t. Shake violently, 
agitate, (usu. fig.); intimidate, [f. L 
con(cutere cuss- = qualere shake)] 

concu'ssion (-n-kushn), n. Violent shak¬ 
ing; shock; (Surg.) injury to brain etc. 
caused by heavy blow etc.; ~-bellows, 
self-acting reservoir regulating wind in 
organ; ~-fuse (in shell, ignited by ~). [f. 
L concussio (as prec., see -ion)] 

condemn' (-m), v.t. Censure, blame; 
give judgement against; bring about con¬ 
viction of, as Ms looks ~ him; doom (to 
death, to be beheaded; also fig. to toil 
etc.); ~ed cell (for ~ed persons); pro¬ 
nounce forfeited (smuggled goods etc.), 
unfit for use, incurable. Hence condem- 
nABLE (-mnj a. [ME condemp, -n(e) f. OF 
condem(p)ner f. L COs(demnare = damnare 
DAMN)] 

condemnation, n. Censure; judicial 
conviction; ground for condemning, as 
his own conduct is his ~. [f. L condem- 
natio (as prec., see -ation)] 

condemnatory, a. Expressing con¬ 
demnation. [f. L as condemn, see -ory] 

condensation, n. Act of condensing (t. 
& i.); condensed mass; abridgement, 
[f. LL condensatio (as foil., see -ation)] 

condens|e', v.t. & i. Compress; ~edmilk 
(reduced by evaporation); concentrate 
(rays of light); increase intensity of 
(electricity); reduce, be reduced, from 
gas or vapour to liquid; compress into 
few words, make concise. Hence or 
cogn. ~aBiL'iTY n., ~'able a., ~'ery (3) n., 
factory for ~ed milk. [f. F condenser or 
L con(densare f. densus thick)] 

conden'ser, n. In vbl senses; esp.: cham¬ 
ber in steam-engine in which steam is 
condensed on leaving cylinder; (electrical) 
capacitor; lens, system of lenses, con¬ 
centrating light, [-er 1 ] 

condescend', v.i. Deign, stoop, (to an 
act, to do); waive one’s superiority (to a 

person); |[ (Sc.) ~ upon, specify (particu¬ 
lars). [ME, f. OF condesccndre f. LL con- 
(descendere descend)] 

condescending, a. Showing condescen¬ 
sion, esp. patronizing. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[prec. -f-lNG2] 

condescension (-shn), n. Affability to 
inferiors; patronizing manner, [f. LL 
condcscensio (as condescend, see -ion)] 

condign' (-in), a. Severe & well-deserved 
(usu. of punishment). Hence ~ly2 (-inll) 
adv. [ME, f. OF condigne f. L COS(dignus 
worthy)] 

con'diment, n. Thing used to give relish 
to food. Hence ~al (-gn-) a. [f. L con- 
dimentum (condire pickle, see -ment)] 

condition1, n. Stipulation, thing upon 
the fulfilment of which depends that of 
another, (~ precedent, that must be ful¬ 
filled before a bequest etc. becomes 
valid); on ~ that, if, provided that; 
(Gram.) clause expressing a ~; (pi.) 
circumstances, esp. those essential to a 

thing’s existence, as the ~s of equilibrium, 
favourable ~s, under existing ~s; state of 
being, as eggs arrived in good ~, persons of 
humble ~; in, out of, ~, in good, bad, ~; 
change one’s ~, marry. [ME, f. OF con- 
dicion f. L condicionern f. CON(dicere say) 
agree upon, see -ION] 

condition,2 v.t. Stipulate (that); agree 
by stipulation (to do); the size is ~ed by 
(depends on) the requirements-, the two 
things ~ (are essential to) each other; they 
~ the universe (impose conditions on it) 
anew-, (Commerc.) test the condition of 
(material); bring into desired state or 
condition; make fit (esp. dogs, horses, 
etc.), [f. OF condicionner, see prec.] 

conditional (-sho-), a. & n. Not absolute, 
dependent (on or abs.); (Gram.) ~ clause, 
one expressing a condition, protasis, ~ 
mood in French and Italian verbs, that 
used in the apodosis; (n.) ~ word, con¬ 
junction, mood, clause. Hence ~ity 
(-shonal-) n., ~ly2 adv. [ME & OF con- 
dicionel or f. LL condicionalis (as condi¬ 
tion1, see -al)] 

condi'tioned (-shond), a. 1. Having a 

(specified) disposition, as ill, well, —-; in 
a (specified) condition, as well-~ ground, 
cattle-, circumstanced. 2. Subject to 
conditions. 3. ~ reflex, reflex action re¬ 
sponding, through habit or training, to a 

stimulus not naturally connected with 
it, e.g. watering of dog’s mouth at sound 
of feeding-bell, [condition1- 2 + -ed2> x] 

condolatory, a. Expressing condolence. 
[f. foil, on anal, of consolatory etc.] 

condole', v.i. Express sympathy (with or 
abs., upoti loss etc.). Hence condol'ENCE 
n. [f. LL con(dolere suffer)] 

con'dom, n. Contraceptive sheath, 
[inventor] 

edndomin'hum, n. (diplom.). Joint con¬ 
trol of a State’s affairs vested in two or 

For compounds of co- not given consult co-. 
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more other States, [con-, L dominium 
dominion ] 

condone', v.t. Forgive, overlook, (offence, 
esp. matrimonial infidelity); (of actions) 
atone for (offence). So condom/TiON n. 
[f. L cox(donare give)] 

con'dor, n. Large S.-Amer. kind of 
vulture; California C'~, great vulture of 
California. [Sp., f. Peruvian cuntur] 

cSnddttier'e (-tvari), n. (pi. -ri, pron. -re). 
Leader of troop of mercenaries. [It. 
f. condotlo conduct1] 

conduce', v.i. (Usu. of events, rarely of 
persons) lead, contribute, to (result). 
Hence condu'crvE a., condu'civeNESS 
(jvn-) n. [f. L con(ducere lead)] 

con'duct1, n. Leading, guidance, (cf. 
SAFE-condud); ~-money (paid to a witness 
for travelling expenses); manner of con¬ 
ducting (business etc.); (Art) mode of 
treatment; behaviour (esp. in its moral 
aspect, as good, bad, ~); regimental, com¬ 
pany, ~ sheet, record of a soldier’s offences 
and punishments. [ME & OF conduit(e) 
i. L conductus (f. p.p. st. of conducere), also 
Rom. *conducta; conduct (15th c.) after L] 

conduct'2, v.t. & i. Lead, guide, to; (of 
road) lead to; command (army); direct 
(orchestra, choir, concert, or abs.); direct, 
manage, (business etc.); ~ oneself, behave 
(well, with judgement, etc.); (Physics) 
transmit (heat etc.). Hence ~ance n. 
(electr.), ~ing power of specified con¬ 
ductor. [ME & OF conduil(e) p.p. of 
conduire f. L con(ducere duct- lead); later 
assim. to L; see prec. ] 

|| con'duct3, n. An Eton chaplain, [f. L 
conductus hired (p.p. of conducere see 
prec.)] 

conduc'tijble, a. Capable of conducting 
(heat etc.) or (rarely) being conducted. 
Hence ~bil'ity n. [f. L conduct-; see 
prec. & -die] 

conduction, n. Transmission (of heat 
by contact etc.); conducting (of liquid 
through pipe etc., esp. of natural pro¬ 
cesses). So ~ive a., conductlv'iTY n. 
[F, or f. L conductio (conduct2, -ion)] 

conduc'tor, n. Leader, guide; manager, 
director of orchestra, choir, etc.; official 
in charge of passengers on omnibus, tram, 
or (U.S.) train; thing that conducts or 
transmits (esp. heat etc., as good, bad, 
non-, ~); lightning—, rod at top of 
building, conducting electricity away into 
earth. Hence ~SHir, conduc'trESS1, nn. 
[ME & OF conduitour f. L conductorem 
(conduct2, -on); later assim. to L] 

conduit (kun'dlt, kon-), n. Channel or 
pipe for conveying liquids (or fig.); tube or 
trough for protecting insulated electric 
wires, length of this; ~ system., (electr. 
traction) with conductor in underground 
~, (house-lighting) with conducting wires 
in lead piping. [ME, f. OF conduit ( = 
med. L conductus in same sense) con¬ 
duct1] 

condup'Iicate, a. (bot.). Folded length¬ 

confess 
wise along middle, [f. L cois(duplicare 
duplicate) ] 

con'dyl[e, n. (anat.). Rounded process at 
end of bone, forming articulation with 
another bone. Hence ~oid a. [F, f. L f. 
Gk kondulos knuckle] 

C6n'dy(’s fluid), n. A solution of potas¬ 
sium (per)manganate as disinfectant. 
[H. B. Condy, Engl, physician] 

c5ne, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Solid figure with 
circular (or other curved) base, tapering 
to a point (generated by straight line that 
always passes through a fixed point, and 
describes any fixed curve); fruit of pine 
or fir; marine shell of genus Conus; 
~-shaped thing, esp. (Meteorol.) foul- 
- weather signal; ~s, fine flour used by 
bakers for dusting troughs. 2. v.t. Shape 
like ~; (pass., of aircraft) be picked up or 
illuminated by many (hostile) search¬ 
lights simultaneously; (v.i.) bear ~s. [f. 
F edne or L f. Gk konos ] 

cSn'ey. See cony. 
confab', n., & v.i. Colloq. abbr. of con¬ 
fabulation or foil. 

confab'ul|ate, v.i. Converse, chat, (with 
or abs.). Hence or cogn. ~a'tion n., 
~at0RY a. [f. L con(fabulari f. fabula tale), 
see -ate3] 

confec'tion, n., & v.t. Mixing, compound¬ 
ing; thing compounded, esp. preserve, 
sweetmeat, whence ~ary1 (-sho-) a.; 
ready-made article of (usu. female) dress, 
mantle, wrap, etc.; (v.t.) prepare, make, 
(a ~). [ME, f. OF f. L confeclionem f. 
con(ficere fed- ■= facere make), see -ion ] 

confec'tion |er (-sho-), n. Maker of sweet¬ 
meats, pastry, etc. (usu. for sale). Hence 
~ery(1, 2)n. [-ER1] 

confed'eracy, n. League, alliance; con¬ 
spiracy; collusion; body of confederate 
persons or States, as Southern C~, Con¬ 
federate States of America. [ME & AF 
confederacie f. st. of LL confoederalio, as 
foil.; see -acy(3)] 

confederate1, a. & n. 1. Allied (lit. & 
fig.); C~ States of America (seceding from 
the Union, 1860-5). 2. n. Ally, esp. in bad 
sense, accomplice, [f. LL con(foederare f. 
foedus -eris league), see -ate2] 

confed'er|atc2, v.t. & i. Bring (person, 
State, oneself), come, into alliance (with). 
So ~a'tion n. [as prec., see-ate3] 

edn'/er1, v. (imperat.). Compare (abbr. 
cf.). [L] 

confer'2, v.t. & i. (-rr-). Grant, bestow, 
(title, degree, favour, etc., on); (v.i.) 
converse, take counsel, (with or abs.). 
Hence ~ment n., ^table a. [f. L con- 
(ferre bring)] 

conference, n. Consultation; (esp. 
annual) meeting of any organization, 
association, etc. for consultation etc.; 
annual assembly of Methodist Church. So 
conferen'tiAL (-shal) a. [f. F confirence 
or med. L confererdia (as prec., see -ence)] 

confess', v.t. & i. Acknowledge, as I ~ 
my fault, that I did it, to doing it, to having 
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clone it, to a dread of spiders; formally de¬ 
clare one’s sins, esp. to a priest, whence 
~ant n.; (of priest) hear (penitent) ~. 
Hence ~edLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF confesser 
f. Rom. *confessare frequent, of L CON- 
(fieri fess- = fateri declare, avow)] 

confe'ssion (-shn), n. Acknowledgement 
(of offence, fact, etc.); auricular ~ (of sins 
to priest), whence ~ary1 (-sho-) a.; thing 
confessed; ~ of faith, declaration of 
religious doctrine, creed, statement of 
one’s principles in any matter; (formerly) 
tomb of confessor. [ME, f. OF f. L 
confessioncm (as prec., see -ion)] 

confe'ssional (-sho-), a. & n. Of confes¬ 
sion; (n.) stall in which priest hears con¬ 
fession, as secrets of the ~. [(adj.) prec. 
+ -al; (c.) F, f. med. L confessionale 
(neut. adj. as n.)] 

conf'e'ssionist (-sho-), n. Adherent of a 
creed, esp. of the Augsburg Confession 
(Lutheran), [f. F confessioniste (-1ST)] 

confess'or, n. One who confesses; one 
who avows his religion in face of danger, 
but does not suffer martyrdom; The C~, 
King Edward the C~; priest who hears 
confession. [ME, f. AF confessur, OF 
-our, f. L confessorem (as confess, see -OR) ] 

confett'i, n. pi. Plaster bonbons, bits of 
coloured paper, used as missiles in the 
carnival, at weddings, etc. [It., = sweet¬ 
meats] 

confidant', n. (fern. ~e, pron. -ant). 
Person trusted with private (usu. love) 
affairs. [18th c.; perh. meant to repr. 
sound of F confidente (as foil., see 
-ANT)] 

confide', v.t. & i. Repose confidence in, 
(part.) unsuspicious; impart (secret to); 
entrust (object of care, task, to), [f. L 
con(ftdere trust)] 

confidence, n. Firm trust; assured ex¬ 
pectation; boldness; impudence; im¬ 
parting of private matters {in one’s ~, 
allowed to know his private affairs); 
thing so imparted; told in ~ (as a secret); 
II ~ trick, persuading victim to entrust 
valuables to one as sign of ~. [ME, f. 
L confidcntia (as prec., see -ence)] 

cSn'fident, a. & n. Trusting, fully assured 
{that, of, or abs.), bold; impudent; (u.) 
confidant, sharer of (secret). Hence 
~ly2 adv. [a3 confide, see -ent] 

confiden'tial (-shl), a. Spoken, written, 
in confidence; entrusted with secrets; 
charged with secret service. Hence ~ity 
(-shifiK), ~ness, nn., ~ly2 adv., (-sha-). 
[as confidence +-al] 

configuration, n. Mode of arrangement, 
conformation, outline; (Astron.) relative 
position of planets etc. [f. LL configuratio 
(foil., -ation)] 

config'ure (-ger), v.t. Give shape to (usu. 
fig.), [f. L con{figurare figure)] 

con'fine1, n. (usu.pl.). Border-land, esp. 
(fig.) between two classes of ideas etc. [f. 

conform 

F conflns pi. f. L cont(flnia (neut. pi.) f. 
finis end, limit)] 

confine'2, v.t. & i. Keep (person, thing, 
oneself, within, to, limits); imprison; 
(pass.) be in childbed, be brought to bed. 
[f. F confiner f. conflns, obs. -ines; see 
prec. ] 

confine'ment (-ran-), n. Imprisonment; 
being confined, esp. in childbed; limita¬ 
tion. [F (-MENT)] 

confirm', v.t. Establish more firmly 
(power, possession, person in possession); 
ratify (treaty; possession, title, to per¬ 
son); corroborate (statement, evidence), 
whence ~ative, ~atORY, aa., ~ativeLY2 
adv.; establish, encourage, (person in 
habit, opinion, etc.); administer religious 
rite of confirmation to, whence confirm- 
and' [-ND1 ] (candidate for ~ation), con- 
firmEE', nn.; a~ed (inveterate) drunkard, 
disease. [ME conferme f. OF confermer 
f. L co'slfirmare f. firmus firm); later 
assim. to L ] 

confirmation, n. Act of confirming; cor¬ 
roboration ; rite administered to baptized 
persons in various Christian Churches. 
[ME, f. OF f. L confirmalionem (as prec., 
see -ation)] 

con'fiscat|e, v.t. Appropriate to the 
public treasury (by way of penalty); 
seize as by authority. So confis'cABLE, 
confls'catORY, aa., ~or n. [f. L con- 
{ft scare f. fiscus treasury), see -ate3] 

confiscation, n. Act of confiscating; 
(colloq.) legal robbery with sanction of 
ruling power, [f. L confiscalio (prec., 
-ation) ] 

confU'Sor n. (eccles.). Form of prayer or 
confession of sins. [L, = I confess {con- 
fiteri)] 

conflagration, n. Great & destructive 
fire (lit. & fig.), [f. L conflagratio (con- 
flagare burn up, see flagrant)] 

conflation, n. Fusing together esp. fig. of 
two variant texts or readings into one. 
[f. LL conflatio fusion f. L CON {flare blow), 
see -ation)] 

con'flict1, n. Fight, struggle, (lit. & fig.); 
collision; clashing {of opposed principles 
etc.); in ~, discrepant (often with). [ME, 
f. L conflictus -us (as foil.)] 

conflict'2, v.i. Struggle {with or abs., usu. 
fig.): clash, be incompatible, whence 
conflic'tiON n. [ME, f. L con(/Zigcre fiict- 
strike)] 

con'fluent (-dbent), a. & n. 1. Flowing 
together, uniting, (of streams, roads, etc., 
& fig.), so con'fluENCE (-dbens) n.; ~ 
smallpox (when vesicles run together). 
2. n. Stream flowing with another (prop, 
of same size), [f. L C0N(/Zuere flux- flow), 
-ent ] 

con'flux, n. Confluence, [f. LL con- 
fluxus -us (as prec.)] 

confirm', v.t. & i. Form according to a 
pattern, make similar {to); adapt oneself 

For compounds of co- not given consult co-. 
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to; (v.i.) comply with (to), be conformable 
(to or abs.). Hence ~ance n. [ME, f. OF 
conformer or, esp. in bibl. contexts, L 
con(formare f. forma shape) ] 

conform'|able, a. Similar (to); consistent, 
adapted, (to); tractable. Hence ~aBiL'iTY 
n., ~abLY2 adv. [-able] 

conformation, n. Manner in which a 
thing is formed, structure; adaptation 
(to), [f. L conformatio (as conform, see 
-ATION)] 

conform'Ist, n. One who conforms to a 
practice or usage, esp. || one who con¬ 
forms to usages of Church of England. 
[-1ST] 

conform'ity, n. Likeness (to, with); com¬ 
pliance (with, to). [ME, f. OF conformile 
or LL conformitas, see conform, -ty] 

confound', v.t. Defeat (plan, hope); 
(mild oath) ~ it, you, (= God ~), esp. in 
p.p. whence ~edLY2 adv.; (Bibl.) put to 
shame; throw into perplexity; throw 
(things) into disorder; mix up; confuse 
(in idea). [ME, f. OF confondre f. L con- 
(fundere fus- pour) mix up ] 

confratdrn'ity, n. Brotherhood (esp. re¬ 
ligious or charitable); body, gang. [ME, 
f. OF confraternile or med. L cox(/ra- 
ternilas fraternity) ] 

confrere (see Ap.), n. Fellow member of 
profession, scientific body, etc. [OF, 
later f. F confrere] 

confront' (-tint), v.t. Meet face to face, 
stand facing; be opposite to; face in 
hostility or defiance; (of difficulties etc.) 
oppose; bring (person) face to face with 
(accusers etc.); compare. Hence con- 
frontA'xiON n. [f. F confronter f. med. L 
CON(frontare f. frons -ntis face)] 

Confu'cian (-shn), a. & n. (Follower) of 
Confucius, the Chinese Philosopher. 
Hence ~ISM (-sha-) n. [f. Confucius, 
latiniz. of K'ung Fd tsze ICung the 
master, +-an] 

confusle' (-z), v.t. Throw into disorder; 
mix up in the mind; abash, perplex, (usu. 
pass.). Hence ~'edLY2 adv., ~'edNESS 
n., (-z-). [19th c. back form, of confused 
(14th c.) f. F confus or it3 L source; see 
CONFOUND ] 

confu'sion (-zhn), n. Act of confusing; 
confused state; tumult; (as imprecation) 
~ !, drink ~ to; ~ worse confounded, made 
worse than it was. [ME, f. OF, or f. L 
confusio (as prec., see -ion)] 

confute', v.t. Convict (person) of errorby 
proof; prove (argument) false. So con- 
futA'TiON n. [f. L confutare] 

conge (see Ap.), con'gee <-jf), n. Dis¬ 
missal without ceremony; (arch.) bow, 
esp. at parting, (F) congi d’ilire (daler'), 
royal permission to elect bishop. Hence 
con'g6, -gee, v.t. & i. [ME congye f. OF 
congic f. L commcaius -iis leave of ab¬ 
sence f. con(meare go) go & come: now 
usu. treated as mod. F] 

congeal' (-j-), v.t. & i. Freeze, solidify by 
cooling; coagulate t. & i. of blood etc. or 

congratulation 
fig.). Hence ~able a., ~ment n. [ME 
congele f. OF congelert. L CON(gelare f. gelu 
frost)] 

congelation (-j-), n. Congealing ; con¬ 
gealed state; congealed substance. [ME, 
f. OF, or L congelatio (as prec., see -ation)] 

con'gener (-j-), n. & a. One of the same 
kind as (of) another; (adj.) akin, allied, 
(to). [L L congener f. genus -eris kind] 

congene'ric (-j-), a. Of same genus, kind, 
race; allied in nature or origin, [as prec., 
-ic] 

congen'erous (-j-), a. Of same genus or 
(loosely) family; of same kind; ~ muscles 
(concurring in same action). [f. L 
congener congener +-ous] 

congen'ial (-j-), a. (Of persons, charac¬ 
ters, etc.) kindred, sympathetic, (with, 
to); suited, agreeable, (to). Hence ~ity 
(-aF) n., ~ly’2 adv. [app. f. con-4- 
genial] 

congen'Ital (-j-), a. Belonging to (with) 
one from birth (esp. of diseases, defects, 
etc.). Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L con- 
(genitus p.p. of gigno beget) + -al] 

cong'er (-ngg-), n. Large sea eel (also 
~ eel). [ME, f. OF congre f. L conger -gri f. 
Gk goggros ] 

conge'ries (-jSriez), n. (pi. same). Collec¬ 
tion, mass, heap. [L (as foil.)] 

congest' (-j-), v.i. & t. (Intr.) accumulate 
to excess (esp. in p.p.); affect with con¬ 
gestion; ~ed district, area of land too 
crowded to support its population; (Med.) 
—eti organ (overcharged with blood). 
Hence conges'tiVE a. [f. L con(gerere 
gest- bring)] 

conges'tion (-jCschon), n. Abnormal 
accumulation of blood in a part of the 
body (fig. of population, traffic, etc.). 
[F, f. L congeslionem (as prec., see -ion)] 

con'globlate (-n-g-), v.t. & i., & a. Form 
into a ball; (adj.) so formed. So ~a'tion 
n. [f. L con(glohare f. globus), see -ate2-3] 

cor.globe' (-n-g-), v.t. & i. = prec. [f. F 
conglobe or L conglobare, see prec. ] 

conglomerate1 (-n-g-), a. & n. Gathered 
into a round mass; (Geol.) (pudding-stone, 
water-worn fragments of rock) cemented 
into a mass (cf. agglomerate), [f. L con- 
(glomerare f. glomus -eris ball), see -ate2] 

conglom'er|ate2 (-n-g-), v.t. & i. Collect 
into a coherent mass (lit. & fig.). So 
~a'tion n. [as prec., see -ate3] 

conglu't!n|ate (-n-glob-), v.t. & i. Stick 
together (as) with glue. So ~a'tion n. 
[f. L cosglutinare (gluten -inis glue), see 
-ate 3] 

cong'ou (-nggoo, -6), n. Kind of black 
Chinese tea. [f. Chin. kung-fu(-ch’a) 
labour (tea)] 

congrat'ullate (-n-g-), v.t. Address (per¬ 
son) with expressions of sympathetic joy 
(on an event); ~ate oneself, think oneself 
happy (on). Hence ~ant a. & n., ~ativE, 
~atORY, aa., ~atOR n., (-n-g-). [f. L 
CON(gratulari f. grains pleasing), see -ate3] 

congratulation (-n-g-), n. Congratu- 
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lating; (pi.) congratulatory expressions. 
[F, or f. L congratulatlo (prec., -ation)] 

cong'regate (-ngg-), v.t. & i. Collect, 
gather, into a crowd (of persons) or mass 
(of things). [ME, f. L cos{gregare f. grex 
gregis flock), see -ate3] 

congregation (-ngg-), n. Collection into 
a body or mass; assemblage; || general 
assembly of (qualified) members of uni¬ 
versity; (Bibl.) collective body of Israel¬ 
ites in wilderness, also, public solemn 
assembly of the nation; (Bibl.) of 
Saints, the wicked, etc., (whole body); 
body assembled for religious worship; 
permanent committee of Roman College 
of Cardinals, as the C~ de propaganda 
fide. [ME, f. OF, or f. L congregatio (as 
prec., see -ation)] 

congregational (-ngg-; -sho-), a. Of a 
congregation; (C~) of, adhering to, 
Congregationalism. [-AL] 

Congregational|ism (-ngg-; -sho-), n. 
System of ecclesiastical polity that leaves 
legislative, disciplinary, and judicial 
functions to the individual church Sc 
congregation. So ~ist n., ~ize v.t. [preo. 
+ -ism ] 

cong'ress (-ngg-), n. Coming together, 
meeting; formal meeting of delegates for 
discussion, esp. of persons engaged in 
special studies, as Church C~, annual 
meeting of Church of England, Social 
Science C~, etc.; (C~) national legislative 
body of U.S. or S. & Central Amer. 
republics; its session; C~-man, member 
of C~. [f. L congressus -us f. CON{gredi 
gress- = gradi walk)] 

congressional (-nggrSsho-), a. Of a 
congress, [f. L congressio (as preo., see 
-ION) + -AL ] 

Cong'reve (-ngg-), a. & n. ~ {match), 
kind of friction match; ~ {rocket), kind 
formerly used in war. [Sir W. ~, 
inventor (d. 1828)] 

congruence (-nggrdbens), -cy, n. Agree¬ 
ment, consistency, {of one with another, 
between two). [ME, f. L congruentia (as 
foil., see -ENCE, -ENCY)] 

cong'ruent (-nggrdb-), a. Suitable, ac¬ 
cordant, {with); (Geom., of figures) 
coinciding exactly when superposed. 
[ME, f. L congruens -ent- part, of con- 
gruere agree ] 

cong'ruous (-nggrdb-), a. Accordant, 
conformable, {with); fitting. Hence or 
cogn. congru'iTY (-nggroo-) n., ~ly2 adv. 
[f. L congruus (as prec.) + -ous] 

con'ic, a. & n. Cone-shaped; of a cone, 
as ~ section; (n. pi.) study of plane ~ 
sections. Hence ~al a., ~ali,Y2 adv., 
~alNESS n. [f. Gk konikos (cone, -ic) ] 

con'ico-, in comb. With a conical ten¬ 
dency, as~-cylindrical, [as prec.] 

con'ifer, n. Cone-bearing plant. Hence 
conlF'EROUs a. [L (as cone, see -ferotts)] 

con'ifoim, a. Cone-shaped, [cone,-form] 

con'Ine, con'iine, n. An alkaloid, the 
poisonous principle of hemlock, [f. LL 
conium f. Gk koneion hemlock 4- -ine° ] 

conjectural (-kcher-), a. Involving, 
given to, conjecture. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[F, or f. L conjecturalis (as foil., see -al)] 

conjecture1, n. Formation of opinion 
without sufficient grounds, guessing, esp. 
in textual criticism, of a reading not in 
the text; a ~, a guess, proposed reading. 
[OF, or f. L conjectura f. CON{jicere jecl- = 
jacSre throw), see -ure] 

conjec'tur|e2, v.t. & i. Guess; propose (a 
conjectural reading); (v.i.) make a guess. 
Hence ~able a., ~abLY2 adv., (-kcher-). 
[ME, f. OF -er or LL -are (prec.)] 

conjoin', v.t. 8c i. Join (t. & i.); combine. 
[ME, f. OF conjoign- pres. st. of con- 
joindre f. L costfungere junct- join)] 

conjoint', a. United; associated. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [OF, p.p. as prec.] 

con'jugal (-db-). a. Of marriage, as ~ 
rights; of husband and/or wife, as ~ 
affection. Hence ~ity {-&]-) n., ~ly2 adv. 
[f. L conjugalis f. CON{jux -jugis f. root of 
jungere join) consort, see -al] 

conjugate1 (-db-), v.t. & i. (Gram.) inflect 
(verb) in voice, mood, tense, number, 
person; (v.i.) unite sexually; (Biol.) be¬ 
come fused, [f. L coifijugare f. jugurn 
yoke) yoke together, see -ate3] 

conjugate2 (-db-), a. & n. Joined to¬ 
gether, esp. coupled; (Gram.) derived 
from same root; (Math.) joined in a 
reciprocal relation; (Biol.) fused; (n.) ~ 
word or thing, [as prec., see-ate2] 

conjugation (-db-), n. Joining together; 
(Gram.) scheme of verbal inflexion; 
(Biol.) fusion of two (apparently) similar 
cells for reproduction. Hence ~al (-db-; 
-sho-) a. [f. L conjugatio (as prec., see 
-ATION)] 

conjunct', a. & n. Joined together; com¬ 
bined; associated, joint; (n.)~ person or 
thing. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. L con- 
functus, see conjoin ] 

conjunction, n. 1. Union, connexion; 
in~, together {with). 2. (astrol., astron.). 
Apparent proximity of two heavenly 
bodies. 3. Combination of events or 
circumstances; number of associated 
persons or things. 4. (gram.). Uninflected 
word used to connect clauses or sentences, 
or to co-ordinate words in same clause. 
Hence ~al a., ~ly2 adv., (-sho-). [ME, f. 
OF f. L conjunctionem (as prec., see -ion)] 

conjuncttv'a, n. Mucous membrane con¬ 
necting inner eyelid & eyeball. Hence 
conjunctivrr'is (-itis) n. [mod. L (for 
membrana ~) as foil. ] 

conjunctive, a. & n. 1. Serving to join, as 
~ tissue. 2. (gram.). Of the nature of a 
conjunction; uniting sense as well as 
construction, cf. disjunctive ; ~ mood of 
verb, one used only in conjunction with 
another verb, cf. subjunctive. 3. n. ~ 

For compounds of co- not given consult C0-, 
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word or mood. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv. 
[f. LL conjunctivas (as conjoin, see -ive)] 

conjuncture, n. Combination of events, 
posture of affairs, [app. f. F conjonclure 
f. L as conjoin, see -ure] 

cSnjura'tion (-66-), n. Solemn appeal; 
incantation. [ME, f. OF f. L conjura- 
tionem (foil., -ation)] 

conjure, v.t. & i. 1. (konjoor'). Appeal 
solemnly to (person to do). 2. (kim'jer). 
Constrain (spirit) to appear by invocation 
(also ~ up, down, out of person); effect, 
bring' out, convey away, by juggling; 
juggle, produce magical effects by natural 
means, perform marvels (a name to ~ 
with, of vast influence); man, ivoman, 
witch (-doctor); ~ up, cause to appear to 
the fancy. [ME, f. OF conjurer f. L con- 
(jurare swear) band together by oath ] 

con'jurer, -or, (kun'jerer), n. One who 
practises legerdemain, juggler; unusually 
clever person, as he is no~. [(-er, 14th c.) 
f. prec.+-ER1; (-or, 15th c.) f. AF con- 
jurour (OF -eor) f. L conjuratorem (as 
prec., see -or)] 

conk1, n. (si.). Nose. Hence ~'y2 a. & n., 
big-nosed (person), [perh. = conch] 

II conk2, v.i. (colloq.). Break down, give 
out (usu. of mechanism etc.). [orig. unkn. ] 

|| conk'ers (-z), n. pi. Boys’ game played 
with horse-chestnuts (orig. with snail- 
-shells) through which a string is threaded, 
the object being to break that held by 
opponent, [dial, conker snail-shell] 

conn'ate, a. Bom with a person, innate; 
(of two or more qualities etc.) born to¬ 
gether, coeval in origin; (Bot., Zool.) 
congenitally united (of leaves united at 
base etc.), [f. L connaius var. of cognatus 
cognate] 

connatural (-cher-), a. Innate, belonging 
naturally, (to); of like nature. Hence ~ly 3 
adv. [f. LL con(naturalis natural)] 

connect', v.t. & i. Join (two things, one 
to another); make coherent (arguments 
etc.); (pass.) have practical relations 
with; associate mentally with; unite with 
others in relationship etc. (usu. pass, or 
refl.); (v.i.) join on (with). Hence ~ek1(2), 
~or, nn., ~ible a. [f. L CON(necfere nex- 
bind)] 

connected, a. In vbl senses, esp.: joined 
in sequence, coherent, whence ~ly3 adv., 
.—'Ness n.; related, as well ~ (with persons 
of good position). [-ED1] 

connective, a. Serving, tending, to con¬ 
nect; ~ tissue of the body, fibrous tissue 
connecting & supporting the organs. 
[-IVE ] „ , . 

connexion (-kshon), connection, n. Act 
of connecting; state of being connected 
(cut the ~, separate things, have no more 
to do with something); relation of 
thought, as in this ~; connecting part, 
as hot water ; connecting train, steamer, 
etc. as miss the ~; personal intercourse; 
sexual relation, as criminal ~ (abbr. 
crim. con.); family relationship; relative; 

consanguineous 
religious body, whence ~Ai (-sho-) a.; 
body of customers etc., as business with 
a good ~; in, ~ with, connected with, esp. 
of trains, boats, etc., taking on passengers 
from others, [f. L connexio (as connect, 
see -ion)] 

conning tower. See con2. 
♦conniption, n. (si.). (Usu. ~ fit) fit of 
rage or hysteria, [orig. unkn. ] 

conniv'ance, n. Conniving (at, in); tacit 
permission, as done with his ~. [f. F 
connivence or L conniventia (as foil., see 
-ENCE, -ANCE)] 

connive', v.i. Wink at (what one ought to 
oppose), [f F conniver or L connivere shut 
the eyes (to)] 

conniv'ent, a. (nat. hist.). Gradually con¬ 
vergent. [as connive, see -ent] 

connoisseur (kdnasdP), n. Critical judge 
(of, in, matters of taste). Hence ~ship n. 
[F (now -aiss-), f. pres. st. of connoitre 
(now -aitre) +-eur -or; cf. reconnoitre] 

Connot|e', v.t. (Of words) imply in ad¬ 
dition to the primary meaning; (of facts 
etc.) imply as a consequence or condition; 
(Logic) imply the attributes while de¬ 
noting the subject; (loosely) mean. Hence 
or cogn. connotA'TiON n., ~'atiVE a., 
~'ativeiY2 adv. [f. med. L con(notare t. 
nota mark) mark in addition ] 

connub'ial, a. Of marriage; of husband 
and/or wife. Hence ~ity (-al-) n., ~ly2 
adv. [f. L connubialis f. con(nubium f. 
nubere marry), see -al] 

cSn'oid, a, & n. Cone-shaped; (n.) solid 
generated by revolution of a conic section 
about its axis, also, any more or less cone- 
shaped. body. Hence conoid'AL a. [f. 
LL f. Gk konoeides (as cone, see -oid)] 

con'quer (-ngker), v.t. & i. Overcome by 
force; get the better of (habit, passion, 
etc.); stoop to ~, use indirect means for 
gaining one’s end; acquire, subjugate, 
(land). Hence ~able a. [ME, f. OF 
conquerre f. Horn. *conquerere f. L con- 
(quirere = quaerere seek, get)] 

con'queror (-ngke-), n. One who con¬ 
quers; the C~, William I; (colloq.) play 
the ~ (decisive game); || horse-chestnut 
that has broken others in boys’ game of 
conkers. [ME, f. AF conquerour (OF -eor) 
f. conquerre; see prec. & -or] 

cSn'quest, n. Subjugation (of country 
etc.); the (Norman) C~, acquisition of 
English crown by William of Normandy, 
1060; conquered territory; person whose 
affections have been won; make a ~ (of), 
win (person’s) affections. [ME, f. OF 
conquest(e) f. p.p. of Rom. *conquerere; 
see CONQUER] 

cdnqiilst'addi', n. Conqueror, esp. one of 
the Spanish conquerors of Mexico & Peru 
in 16th c. [Sp.] 

consang'uine (-nggwin), a.=foll. [F (-in, 
-ine), as foil. ] 

consanguin'eous (-nggw-), a. Of the 
same blood, akin. [f. L C0N(sanguineus f. 
sanguis -inis blood) +-OUS] 
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consanguinity (-nggw-), n. Blood- 
-relationship (also fig.). [ME, f. L con- 
sanguinitas (as prec., see -TV) ] 

con'science (-shens), n. Moral sense of 
right & wrong; good or clear, bad or guilty, 
~, consciousness that one’s actions are 
right, wrong; have on one’s~, feel guilty 
about; in all ~, upon one’s ~, (forms of 
asseveration); have the ~ to, have the im¬ 
pudence to; for ~ (or ~’) sake, to satisfy 
one’s ~; ~ clause in act, one ensuring 
respect for the ~s of those affected; ~ 
money (sent to relieve the ~, esp. in pay¬ 
ment of evaded income-tax). Hence 
~less a. [ME, f. OF f. L conscientia f. 
con(scire know) be privy to, see -ence ] 

conscientious (-shl-; -shws), a. Obedient 
to conscience, scrupulous, (of persons or 
conduct); ~ objector, person who avails 
himself of conscience clause, man (often 
abbr. c.o.) who pleads conscience & 
objects to military service. Hence ~ly2 
adv., >—-ness n., (-shws-). [f. F conscienti- 
eux, -euse, f. med. L conscientiosus (as 
prec., see -OUS)] 

con'scious (-sluts), a. Aware, knowing, 
(of fact, of external circumstances, that, 
or abs.); with mental faculties awake; (of 
actions, emotions, etc.) realized by the 
actor etc. (with ~ superiority; a hardly ~ 
movement); = self-conscious. Hence 
~ly2 (-shws-) adv. [f. L conscius f. 
C0N(scire know) be privy to +-0US] 

consciousness (-shws-), n. State of being 
conscious; totality of a person’s thoughts 
& feelings, or of a class of these, as moral 
~; perception (of, that), [-ness] 

conscribe', v.t. (now rare). Enlist by 
conscription, [f. L con(scribere script- 
write) enrol] 

conscript'1, v.t. = prec. [orig. U.S., 
back form. f. conscription] 

con'script2, a. Enrolled or formed by 
conscription; ~ fathers [L patres con- 
scripti, orig. patres et conscripti], collec¬ 
tive title of Roman senators, [f. L 
conscriptus, see conscribe] 

con'script3, n. One enrolled by con¬ 
scription. [after F conscrit] 

conscrip'tion, n. Compulsory enlistment 
for military or naval or air force service 
(esp. enrolment by lot); ~ of wealth, 
taxation or confiscation of property for 
war purposes to impose equality of 
sacrifice on non-conscripts, [after F 
conscription repr. L conscriptionem, sec 
conscribe ] 

con'secrate1, a. Consecrated. [ME, f. L 
con(secrare f. sacer sacred), see -ate2] 

con'secrat|e2, v.t. Set apart as sacred 
(to); devote to (purpose); sanctify. So 
~or n., ~ory a. [prec., -ate3] 

consecration, n. Act of consecrating, 
dedication, esp. of church, churchyard, 
etc., by bishop; ordination to sacred 
office, esp. of bishop; devotion to (a pur¬ 

consequential 

pose). [ME, f. L consecratio (as prec., see 
-ATION)] 

consec'tary, n. Deduction, corollary, [f. 
L consectarium (neut. adj. as n.) f. con- 
sectari frequent, as foil. ] 

consecution, n. Logical sequence; se¬ 
quence of events; (Gram.) sequence of 
words, tenses, etc. [f. L consecutio f. con- 

(sequi secut- pursue) overtake, see -ION ] 
consec'utive, a. Following continuously; 
(Gram.) expressing consequence, as ~ 
clause; (Mus.) ~ intervals (of the same 
kind, occurring adjacently between the 
same two parts, esp. fifths or octaves). 
Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness (-vn-) n. 
[f. F cons&cutif, -ive f. med. L consecutivus 
(as prec., see -ive)] 

consencs'cence, n. General decay by age. 
[f. L con(senescere grow old f. senex), 
-ence ] 

consen'sual (-su-, -shdb-), a. (physiol.). 
Caused by sympathetic action, [f. foil. 
+ -AL] 

consen'sus, n. Agreement (of opinion, 
testimony, etc.); (Physiol.) agreement of 
different organs in effecting purpose. [L 
(as foil.)] 

consent'1, v.i. Acquiesce, agree, (to a 
thing, to do, that, or abs.). [ME, f. OF 
consentir f. L con(senlire sens- feel) 
agree] 

consent'2, n. Voluntary agreement, com¬ 
pliance ; permission; age of~ (at which ~, 
esp. of girl to seduction, is valid in law); 
(prov.) silence gives ~; with one ~, unani¬ 

mously. [ME, f. OF consente f. consentir 
(prec.)] 

consentaneous, a. Accordant, suited, 
(to, with); unanimous, concurrent. Hence 
consentane'iTY, ~ness, nn., ~ly2 adv. 

[f. L consentaneus (as consent1)-f-ous] 
consentient (-shnt), a. Agreeing; con¬ 
current; consenting (to), [f. L as con¬ 
sent1, see -ent] 

con'sequence, n. Result (of something 
preceding; take the ~s, accept whatever 
results from one’s choice or act); logical 
inference; in ~, as a result (of); impor¬ 
tance; of (no) ~, (unimportant; social 
distinction, rank, as persons of ~. [ME, 
f. OF f. L consequentia (as foil., -ence)] 

cSn'sequent1, n. Event that follows 
another; second part of conditional pro¬ 
position, dependent on the antecedent; 
(Math.) second of two numbers in a ratio, 
second & fourth of four proportionals, 
[as foil.] 

con'sequent2, a. Following as a result 
(on); following logically; logically con¬ 
sistent. (f. F consequent f. L CON(segui 
follow), see -ent ] 

consequential (-shl), a. Following as a 
result or inference; following or resulting 
indirectly, as ~ damages; self-important. 
Hence ~ity (-shial-), n.,~LY2 (-shal-) adv. 
[f. L co?isequentia consequence-f-AL] 

For compounds of co- not given consult co 
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con sdquently, adv. & conj. As a result; 
therefore, [-ly2] 

II conserv'ancy, n. Commission, court, 
controlling a port, river, etc., as Thames 
C~ ; official preservation (of forests etc.). 
118th c. alt. of (obs.) conservacy (16th c.) 
f. AF f. med. L conservatia (conserve2, 
-acy)] 

conservation, n. Preservation; ~ of 
energy, principle that total quantitv of 
energy of any system of bodies (including 
the universe) is invariable. [ME, f. OF, 
or f. L conservatio (conserve2, -ation)] 

cons61*v'ative, a. & n. 1. Preservative (a. 
& n.); (C~ party, English political party) 
disposed to maintain existing institu¬ 
tions; (of estimate) moderate, cautious, 
purposely low. 2. n. One so disposed, 
(C~) member of the C~ party. So con- 
serv'atiSM n. [ME, f. OF conservatif 
(conserve2, -ive), f. LL conservations] 

conservatoire' (-twahr), n. Public school 
of music & declamation (on Continent). 
[18th c. -orio f. It., whence F -oire (19th 
c. in Eng.)] 

con'servator, n. Preserver; official 
custodian (of museum etc.); II ~s of the 
peace, the King, Lord Chancellor, etc.: 
II ~s of a river (see conservancy), [f. AF 
-a,tour (OF -ateur) f. L conservatorem (as 
foil., see -or)] 

consdrv'atory, n. Greenhouse for tender 
plants; = conservatoire, [f. LL con- 
servatorius; partly f. F -toire (as foil., 
see -ory)] 

conserve'1, n. (usu. pi.). Confection, pre¬ 
serve. [f. OF, = med. L conserva as foil.)] 

conserve'2, v.t. Keep from harm, decay, 
or loss. [ME, f. OF conserver or L CON- 
(servare keep)] 

consid'er, v.t. & i. Contemplate mentally; 
weigh the merits of (course, claim, etc.); 
reflect {that, whether, etc., or abs.), reckon 
with, make allowance for; be of opinion 
(that); regard as, as I ~ him (to be) a knave, 
~ yourself under arrest-, (arch.) ~ of, 
think over. [ME, f. OF considerer f. L 
considerare examine ] 

consid'erablle, a. YVorth considering; (of 
persons) notable, important; (of im¬ 
material things) much, no small, (trouble, 
annoyance, pleasure), whence ~ly2 adv. 
[f. med. L considerabilis (prec., -able)] 

consid'erate, a. Thoughtful for others; 
(arch.) careful. Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv., 
~ness (-tn-) n. [as prec., -ate2] 

considera'tion, n. Act of considering; 
meditation; take into ~, consider; under 
~, being considered; in ~ of, in return for, 
on account of; fact, thing, regarded as a 
reason, as that is a~, on no~ ; compensa¬ 
tion, reward, as for a ~; (Law) thing 
given, done, as equivalent by person to 
whom a promise is made; thoughtfulness 
for others; importance (now rare). [OF, 
f. L considerationem (as prec., see -ation) ] 

considering, prep. In view of, as it is 
excusable ~ his age, how young he is, (that) 

he has no experience; (ellipt.) that is not so 
bad, ~ (the circumstances), [-ing2] 

consign' (-in), v.t. Hand over, deliver, to 
(misery, watery grave, person, person’s 
care); transmit, send by rail etc., to (per¬ 
son), whence consignEE', consignor.', 
(-in-), nn.; deposit (money in bank). 
Hence ~able (-in-) a. [f. F consigner or 
L consignare mark with a seal (signum)] 

consignation, n. Formal payment of 
money to person legally appointed; act 
of consigning goods; to the~ of, addressed 
to. [f. L consignatio (as prec., see -ation)] 

consignment (-in-), n. Consigning; 
goods consigned, [-ment] 

consil'i|ent, a. (Of inductions from differ¬ 
ent phenomena) accordant. Hence 
~ence n. [f. mod. L con(silirc = satire 
jump), see -ent] 

consist', v.i. Be composed of (esp. 
material things); be comprised in, as 
virtue ~s in being uncomfortable-, harmo¬ 
nize with-, (Bibl., Col. i. 17) exist, [f. L 
c<y$(sistere stop) exist] 

consis'tence, -cy, n. Degree of density, 
esp. of thick liquids; firmness, solidity, 
(lit. & fig.); (-cy) state of being consis¬ 
tent, esp. of persons, [f. F consistence 
(now -ance) or LL consistentia, see prec., 
-ENCE, -ENCY] 

consis'tent, a. Compatible, not contra¬ 
dictory, (with)-, (of person) constant to 
same principles. Hence ~ly2 adv. [aa 
prec., -ent] 

con'sistory (also konsls-), n. Senate 
composed of Pope & Cardinals; (also C~ 
Court) bishop's court for ecclesiastical 
causes & offences; Lutheran clerical 
board; court of presbyters. So c5n- 
sistdr'iAL a. [f. ONF consislorie (OF 
-oire) f. L consistorium (as consist, see 
-ORY)] 

conso'ciate1 (-slit-), a. & n. Associate(d). 
[f. L con(sociare f. sociusfellow), see -ate2] 

consS'ciate2 (-shi-), v.t. & i. Associate. 
So consociA'TiON n. [as prec., see -ate3] 

consola'tion, n. Act of consoling; con¬ 
soling circumstance; ~ race, prise, stakes 
(open to competitors unsuccessful in 
former events). [ME, f. OF f. L consola- 
tionem (as foil., see -ation)] 

consol'ator|y, a. Tending, meant, to con¬ 
sole. Hence ~Ily2 adv. [ME, f. L con- 
solalorius (as foil., see -ORY')] 

consolle'1, v.t. Comfort. Hence ~'able 
a. [f. F consoler f. L CONsolare, -ri] 

con'sole2, n. (Archit.) kind of bracket or 
corbel; frame containing keyboards, 
stops, etc., of organ; ~-table, -mirror 
(supported by bracket against wall). [F, 
of unkn. orig. ] 

consol'idat|e, v.t. & i. Solidify (t. & i.); 
strengthen (usu. fig., power etc.); com¬ 
bine (territories, .estates, companies, 
statutes, debts) into one whole; || ~cd 
annuities, consols, Government securities 
of Great Britain, ~ed in 1751 into a single 
stock at 3% (now 2J), C~ed Fund, united 
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product of various taxes etc., whence 
interest of national debt etc. is paid. 
Hence consolidA'TiON, ~or, nn., ~ory 

a. [f. L CON(solidare f. solidus), see -ATE3] 
II consols' (-z), n. pi. See prec. [abbr.] 
consomme (see Ap.), n. Strong meat 
soup [F] 

con'sonance, n. Recurrence of same or 
similar sounds in words, assonance; 
sounding of two notes in harmony; 
(Mus.) consonant interval, concord; (fig.) 
agreement, harmony. [ME, f. OF, or f. L 
consonantia (as foil., see -ANCE)] 

con'sonant \ a. Agreeable to, consistent 
with; harmonious; agreeing in sound; 
(Mus.) making concord. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[ME, f. F f. L cON(sotiare sound f. sonus), 
see -ant] 

con'sonant2, n. Alphabetical element 
other than vowel; sound that in forming 
a syllable is combined with vowel. Hence 
consonan'tAL a. [ME, f. OF f. L con- 
sonantem (litteram letter) sounding with 
another (as prec.)] 

con'sort1, n. 1. Husband or wife; queen 
~, king’s wife; king, prince, ~, queen’s 
husband. 2. Ship sailing with another. 
[OF, f. L coN(sors -rtis lot) sharer, com¬ 
rade] 

consdrt'2, v.t. &i. Class or bring together, 
keep company, (with); agree, harmonize, 
(with), [f. prec.; sense ‘agree’ prob. f. 
sort2(2)] 

consdr'tium (-shiism), n. Temporary 
co-operation of several powers or large 
interests to effect some common purpose. 
[L, = partnership (consors sharing, sharer)] 

conspec'tus, n. General view of subject, 
scene, etc.; tabulation of details, synopsis. 
[L, vbl n. f. con(spicere look at)] 

conspic'uous, a. Clearly visible, striking 
to the eye; attracting notice, remarkable, 
as ~ by its absence, for his loyalty. Hence 
conspicu'iTY (now rare), ~ness, nn., 
~ly2 adv. [f. L conspicuus (as prec.) 
+ -OTJS] 

conspiracy, n. Act of conspiring (in 
good or bad sense); combination for un¬ 

lawful purpose; plot. [ME, f. AF con- 
spiracie, alt. f. OF -ation (whence ME 
-alion) f. L conspirationem (conspire, 
-ation) ] 

conspi'ratlor, n. One engaged in a con¬ 
spiracy. Hence ~rESS1 n. [ME, f. AF 
-tour, OF -teur, f. as foil., see -or] 

conspire', v.i. & t. Combine privily for 
unlawful purpose, csp. treason, murder, 
sedition; combine, concur, (to do); plot, 
devise, as ~ his ruin, ~ an attack. [ME, 
f. OF conspirer f. L CON(spirare breathe) 
agree, plot] 

conspue', v.t. (rare). Express detestation, 
clamour for the abandonment or aboli¬ 
tion, of (person, policy, etc.), [f. F con- 
spuer f. L con(spuere spit) spit upon] 

con'stable (kun-), n. (Also police ~) 

constitute 

policeman; II Chief C~, head of police 
force of county etc.; special ~, person 
sworn in to act as ~ on special occasion; 
outrun the ~, run into debt; C~ of 
France, principal officer of household of 
early French kings, commander-in-chief 
in king’s absence; C~ of England, Lord 
High C~, similar officer in English Royal 
household (now temporary officer on 
special occasions). [ME, f. OF concstable 
f. LL comes slabuli (med. L conestabulus) 
count of the stable] 

constab'ulary, a. & n. (Organized body) 
of constables, [f. med. L constabularia t. 
-arius (prec., -ARY1)] 

con'stancy, n. Firmness, endurance; 
faithfulness; unchangingness. [f. L con- 
stantia (as foil., see -ancy)] 

con'stant, a. & n. 1. Unmoved, resolute; 
faithful (to); unchanging; unremittent, as 
~ attention, chatter. 2. n. (Math.) quantity 
that does not vary; (Phys.) number ex¬ 
pressing a relation, property, etc., that 
remains the same for same substance in 
same conditions, as~ of friction. [ME, f. 
OF f. L con (stare stand), see -ant] 

Constan'tia (-she), n. Wine from the 
farm near Cape Town, 

constantly, adv. Always; often. [-J.Y2] 
con'stellate, v.t. & i. Form into a con¬ 
stellation. [f. LL constallatus f. L siella 
star, see -ate3] 

constella'tion, n. Number of fixed stars 
grouped within an imaginary outline 
(also fig.). [OF, or f. LL constellatio (as 
prec., see -ation)] 

cbn'sternate, v.t. Dismay (usu. pass.), 
[f. L C0N(stcrnare, -sternere, throw down), 
see -ate3] 

cSnsterna'tion, n. Dismay. [F, or f. L 
consternatio (as prec., see -ation)] 

cbn'stipate, v.t. Confine (bowels); render 
costive, [f. L con(stipare press), see -ate 3 ] 

constipa'tion, n. Costiveness. [ME, f. 
OF, or f. LL constipatio (as prec., see 
-ATION)] 

constituency, n. Body of voters who 
elect a representative member; (division 
of) county or (division of) borough re¬ 
turning an M.P.; place, body of residents 
in place, so represented; body of custom¬ 
ers, subscribers, etc. [f. foil., see -ency] 

constituent, a. & n. 1. Composing, mak¬ 
ing up, a whole ; appointing, electing; able 
to frame or alter a (political) constitution, 
as ~ assembly, power. 2. n. One who ap¬ 
points another his agent; component 
part; member of a constituency, [f. L 
constituent- (partly thr. F -ant), as foil., 
see -ent] 

con'stitute, v.t. Appoint, as ~ him presi¬ 
dent, ~ oneself a judge; establish, found; 
give legal form to (assembly etc.); frame, 
form, (esp. pass, of bodily or mental con¬ 
stitution); make up, be the components 
of. [f. L CON(stituere -ut-=statuere set up)] 

For compounds of co- not given consult C0-. 
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constitution, n. Act, mode, of constitut¬ 
ing; character of the body as regards 
health, strength, etc.; mental character; 
mode in which State is organized; body 
of fundamental principles according to 
which a State is governed; written 
document embodying these; (hist.) de¬ 
cree, ordinance, as C~s of Clarendon 
(1164). [ME, f. OF, f. L constitutionem 
(as prec., see -ion)] 

constitutional (-sho-), a. & n. 1. Of, 
inherent in, affecting, the bodily or 
mental constitution; essential; of, in 
harmony with, authorized by, the political 
constitution, as ~ sovereign, government 
(limited by ~ forms), whence ~ity 

(-shonal-) n.; adhering to the political 
constitution. 2. n. ~ walk, for health’s 
sake. Hence ~ly2 adv. [-AL] 

constitutionalism (-sho-), n. Constitu¬ 
tional government; adherence to con¬ 
stitutional principles, [-ism] 

constitutionalist (-sho-), n. Writer on 
the political constitution; adherent of 
constitutional principles. [-1ST] 

constitutionalize (-sho-), -ise (-Iz), v.t. 
& i. Make constitutional; (intr.) take a 
constitutional. [-ize ] 

constitutive, a. Constructive, formative; 
essential; component. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) 
adv. [f. LL constitutivus (see constitute, 
-ive); cf. F constitutif ] 

constitutor, n. Person that constitutes. 
[L (as constitute, see -on)] 

constrain', v.t. Compel (person to do, to 
course or state, or abs.); bring about by 
compulsion; confine forcibly, imprison 
(lit. & fig.); (p.p.) forced, embarrassed, 
as ~ed voice, manner, whence ~6dLY2 
adv. [ME, f. OF constreindre f. L con- 

(stringers strict- tie) ] 
constraint', n. Compulsion (under ~); 
confinement; restraint of natural feelings, 
constrained manner, [f. OF constreinte, 
fern. p.p. as n., see prec.] 

constrict', v.t. Contract, compress; 
cause (organic tissue) to contract. So 
constric'tiON n., constric'trvE a. [f. L 
as CONSTRAIN] 

constric'tor, n. Muscle that draws to¬ 
gether or narrows a part; compressor 
(surgical instrument); boa-~. [mod. L 
(as prec., see -or)] 

constrinlge' (-j), v.t. Compress; cause 
(organic tissue) to contract. Hence 
~'gENCY n., ~'gENT a., (-j-). [f. L con- 
stringere constrain] 

construct', v.t. Fit together, frame, 
build, (also fig.); (Gram.) combine (words) 
syntactically; draw, delineate, as ~ a 
triangle, [f. L CO~s{strucre struct- pile, 
build)] 

construction, n. Act, mode, of con¬ 
structing ; thing constructed; syntactical 
connexion between words; construing, 
explanation, (of words); interpretation 
(of conduct eto.), as put a good, bad, ~ 

consulate 
upon his refusal; ~ train (conveying 
materials for the ~ or upkeep of a rail¬ 
way). Hence ~ism (-sho-) n., artistio 
expression by means of mechanical struc¬ 
tures (chiefly Theatr.). [ME, f. OF or L 
constructio (as prec., see -ion)] 

constructional (-sho-) a. Of construc¬ 
tion ; structural, belonging to the original 
structure. [-AL] 

constructive, a. Of construction; tend¬ 
ing to construct, esp. opposed to destruc¬ 
tive as positive to negative, as ~ criticism; 
belonging to the structure of a building; 
inferred, not directly expressed, virtual, 
as a ~ denial, permission, blasphemy, 
treason. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv. [17th c., 
f. CONSTRUCT +-IVE; cf. F constructs, LL 
-ivus] 

constructor, n. One who constructs, esp. 
supervisor of naval construction. Hence 
~shtp n. [-OR] 

con'strue (-ob, also konstrbo'), v.t. & i., & 
n. 1. Combine (words with others) gram¬ 
matically, as 'rely’ is ~d with ‘on’; analyse 
(sentence), translate word for word; ad¬ 
mit of grammatical analysis, as this 
passage does not ~; expound, interpret, 
(words, actions). 2. n. (kon-). Passage to 
be translated word for word. [ME, f. L 
construere construct ] 

consubstan'tial (-shl), a. Of the same 
substance, esp. of the three Persons in the 
Godhead. Hence ~ity (-shi&l-) n. [ME, 
f. LL consubstantialis (Tert.); see sub¬ 
stance & -al] 

consubstan'tiate (-shl-), v.t. & i. Unite 
in one substance, [f. LL consubstantiatus 
(as prec., see -ate2> 3] 

consubstantia'tion (-shl-), n. (Doctrine 
of) real substantial presence of body & 
blood of Christ together with bread & 
wine in Eucharist (cf. transubstantia- 

tion). [f. LL consubstantialio (as prec., 
see -ation)] 

con'suetude (-sw-), n. Custom, esp. as 
having legal force; social intercourse. 
[ME, f. L consuetudo, see custom] 

consuetud'inary (-sw-), a. & n. Custo¬ 
mary, as ~ law; (n.) manual of customs, 
esp. of monastic house, cathedral, etc. 
[ME, f. LL consuetudinarius (as prec., see 
-ary J) ] 

cSn'sul, n. Title of two annual magistrates 
exercising supreme authority in Roman 
republic; title of three chief magistrates 
of French Republic 1799-1804 (First C~, 
Napoleon); State agent residing in 
foreign town and protecting subjects 
there. Hence ~smp n. [ME, f. L consul; 
cf. consult] 

con'sular, a. & n. Of a consul; (Roman) 
of ~ rank. [ME, f. L consularis (as prec., 
see -ar1)] 

con'sulate, n. Office, establishment, of 
a (modern) consul; (period of) consular 
government in France; office of (Roman) 
consul. [ME, f. L consulatus (as prec., see 
-ATE1)] 
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consult', v.t. & i. Take counsel {with 
person or book, or abs.); seek information 
or advice from (person, book); ~ one’s 
pillow, take a night for reflection; take 
into consideration (feelings, Interests); 
~ing physician, (who is called in by 
colleagues or applied to by patients for 
advice in special cases). Hence con- 
Sul'tABLE, consul'tATiVE, aa., consultEE' 
n. [f. F consulter or L consultare frequent, 
of consulere -suit-; cf. CONSUL] 

consultant, n. One who consults; con¬ 
sulting physician, [as prec., see -ant] 

consulta'tion, n. Act of consulting; de¬ 
liberation; conference. [ME, f. OF, or f. 
L consultatio (as prec., see -ation)] 

consum|e', v.t. & i. Make away with; use 
up; eat, drink, up; spend, waste, (time, 
trouble, etc.); (p.p.) eaten up (with envy); 
(v.i.) waste away. Hence ~'able a. & n. 
(usu. pi.), (article) intended for consump¬ 
tion (~able ledger, register of receipt and 
issue of such items). [ME, f. L con- 

(sumere sumpt- take up); partly thr. F 
consumer] 

consum'edly, adv. Excessively, [prec., 
-LY2] 

ccnsum'er, n. In vbl senses, esp. (Pol. 
Econ.) user of an article, opp. to producer-, 
~(s’) goods, things which directly satisfy 
human wants and desires, e.g. food and 
clothing; ~ resistance, = sales resistance. 
[-ER1] 

consumm'ate1, a. Complete, perfect, as 

~ general, skill, ass. Hence ~LY2 (-tl-) 

adv. [f. L con(suinmare complete f. 
summus utmost), see -ate2] 

con'summatle2, v.t. Accomplish, com¬ 

plete, esp. marriage (by sexual inter¬ 
course). Hence~ivE a., ~ou n. [as prec., 

see -ate3] 
consummation, n. Completion (esp. of 
marriage, see prec.); desired end, goal; 
perfection; perfected thing. [ME, f. OF 
consornmalion or L consummatio (as prec., 
see -ation)] 

consumption, n. Using up; destruc¬ 
tion ; waste; amount consumed; wasting 
disease, esp. pulmonary ~, phthisis. [ME, 
f. L consumptio (as consume, see -ion), or 
OF consumption] 

consumptive, a. & n. Tending to con¬ 
sume ; tending to, affected with, con¬ 
sumption, whence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness 

(-vn-) n.; (n.) ~ patient. [17th c., f. 
consumpt(ion) + -rvE, after presumption, 
presumptive, etc.] 

contabes'clence, n. (hot.). Suppression of 
pollen formation in anthers of flowers. So 
~ent a. [f. L con(tabescere waste away f. 
tabes consumption), see -ENCE] 

contact, n., & v.t. 1. State, condition, of 
touching, as be in ~ with', (fig.) come into 
~ with, come across, meet; make, break, 

complete, interrupt, electric circuit (so 
^-maker, -breaker)-, (Math.) touching of 

contemplative 

straight line & curve, two curves, or two 
surfaces; (Med.) person likely to carry 
contagion through ~ with infected per¬ 
son; ~ lenses, glasses fitting inside eye¬ 
lids; ~ man, intermediary esp. between 
a government department & the public. 
2. v.t. (also kontakt'). Get into touch 
with (person), [f. L contactus -us vbl n. 
f. con(tingerc tact- = tangere touch)] 

contadi'no (-ahde-), n. (fem. -na; pi. -ni 
pr. -ne, fem. -ne pr. -na). Italian peasant. 
[It.] 

conta'gion (-jn), n. Communication of 
disease from body to body; contagious 
disease; moral corruption; contagious 
influence (fig.). [ME, f. OF, or f. L 
con(tagio f. tangere touch, -ION)] 

conta'gionist (-jon-), n. One who thinks 
a disease (plague, cholera, etc.) conta¬ 
gious. [-1ST] 

conta'gious (-jus), a. Communicating 
disease by contact (lit. & fig.); (of 
diseases) so communicable; (fig.) catch¬ 
ing, infectious. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness 
n., (-jus-). [ME, f. OF contagieus or LL 
contagiosus (as contagion, seo -ous)] 

contain', v.t. Have, hold, as contents; 
comprise, include; (of a measure) be 
equal to, as a pound ~s 16 ounces; (pass.) 
be included (within a space, between 
limits); (Geom.) enclose, form boundary 
of; (of numbers) be divisible by (number) 
without remainder; restrain, as could not 
~ himself for joy, ~ your anger; (Mil.) keep 
(enemy force) from moving, esp. with a 
view to operations elsewhere. Hence 
~able a., ~er 1 n., (esp.) vessel, box, etc., 
designed to ~ some particular article(s), 
~ment n., (esp.) policy of building up 
strength against a possible enemy in the 
hope of eventual agreement with him. 
[ME, f. OF contenir f. L con(tinere lent-— 
tenere hold)] 

contaminate, v.t. Pollute, infect. So 
contaminA'noN n. (also, in literary criti¬ 
cism, the blending of two plays, tales, etc., 
into one), [f. L contaminare, see -ate3] 

llcontang'o(-ngg-),n.(pl. -os). Percentage 
paid by buyer of stock for postponement 
of transfer (cf. backwardation); ~ (also 
continuation)-day, second day before 
settling-day. [etyin. unkn.] 

conte (kawnt), n. Short story (as a form of 
literary composition). [F] 

contemn' (-m), v.t. (literary). Despise, 
treat with disregard. Hence ~ER* (-ran-) 
n. [ME, f. OF contemner or L con(temnere 
tempt- despise)] 

contemplate, v.t. & i. Gaze upon; view 
mentally; expect; intend, purpose; 
(v.i.) meditate. So~A'TlONn. (in nation, 
intended), ~aton n. [f. L contemplari, 
see -ate3] 

contemplative (also kontfim'pla-), a. 
Meditative, thoughtful; (of life in middle 
ages) given up to religious contempla- 

For compounds of co- not given consult co 
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tion, opp. to active. Hence ~i,y2 (-vl-) 
adv.,' 'NESS (-yn-) n. [ME, f. OF -if, f. L 
contemplativus (prec., -iye)] 

contemporaneous, a. Existing, occur¬ 
ring, at the same time {with)-, covering 
the same time; of the same period. 
Hence contemporane'iTY, ~ness, nn., 
~ly2 adv. [f. L co^{temporaneus f. tempus 
-oris time, see -aneous)] 

contem'porary, a. & n. (Person) belong¬ 
ing to the same time; (person) equal in 
age; (newspaper) published during same 
period, [con-+ temporary; in 18th c. 
cotemporary was preferred ] 

contem'porize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Make con¬ 
temporary, cause to agree in time. [f. st. 
of prec. + -ize ] 

contempt', n. Act, mental attitude, of 
despising; condition of being despised; 
have, hold, in ~, bring, fall, into ~; (Law) 
disobedience to sovereign’s lawful com¬ 
mands or to authority of Houses of 
Parliament or other legislative body, esp. 
~ of court, disobedience to, interference 
with administration of justice by, courts 
of [ME, f. L contemptus -us (as 
contemn) ] 

contemp'tible, a. Deserving contempt, 
despicable; Old C~s, Sir J. French's 
army of 1914 (w. ref. to Kaiser’s alleged 
‘French’s ~ little army’). Hence con- 
temptiBii/iTY, ~ness, nn., contemp'- 
tibLY2 adv. [ME, f. LL conlcmptibilis (as 
CONTEMN, see -RLE)] 

contemptuous, a. Showing contempt 
(of); scornful; insolent. Henco~i,Y2adv., 
~ness n. [as contempt +-ous] 

contend', v.i. & t. Strive, fight, {with per¬ 
son for thing); struggle with (feelings, 
natural forces); compete, be in rivalry, 
as ~ing passions-, argue {with); (v.t.) 
maintain {that), [f. OF contendre or L 
contendere feni-stretch, strive)] 

cdn'tent1 {formerly, & still occas., kon- 
tent'), n. 1. (pi.) ~s of, what is contained 
in (vessel etc., book, document); {table 
of) ~s, summary of subject-matter of 
book. 2. Capacity (of vessel), volume (of 
solid). 3. (sing. only). Constituent ele¬ 
ments of a conception; substance (of 
cognition, art, etc.), opp. form; amount 
(of some particular constituent) contained 
(the ester ~ of an oil), or yielded (the sugar 
~ per acre of beet). [ME, repr. med. L 
contentum, -la (as contain)] 

content'2, n. Contented state, satisfac¬ 
tion, esp. to one’s heart's [immed. 
source obsc.; perh. f. content v. or a. ] 

content'3, a. & n. Satisfied; willing {to 
do); well~, well pleased; || (House of Lords 

not ~, {— ay, no, in House of Com¬ 
mons) ; || (n. pi.) those who vote [ME, 
f. OF f. L contentus, as content1] 

content'4, v.t. Satisfy; ~ oneself, be 
satisfied {with thing, with doing). Hence 
~edLY2 adv., ~edNESS, ~ment, nn. [ME, 
f. OF contenter (as prec.)] 

contention, n. Strife, dispute, contro¬ 

continental 
versy; emulation; point contended for in 
argument. [ME, f. OF, or f. L contentio 
(as contend, see -ion)] 

contentious (-shws), a. Quarrelsome; 
involving contention. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
-~NESS n., (-shws-). [ME, f. OF contentieux 
f. L contentiosus (as prec., see -ious)] 

contdrm'inal, a. Having a common 
boundary, [as foil. +-al] 

contdbm'inous, a. Having a common 
boundary {with, to); (of two things) 
meeting at their ends; coextensivo (in 
space, time, meaning). Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[f. L con {terminus boundary) + -ous] 

contest *, n. Debate, controversy; strife; 
(friendly) competition, [f. foil., or F 
conteste ] 

contest'2, v.t. & i. Debate, dispute 
(point, statement, etc.); strive in argu¬ 
ment {with, against); strive for; dispute 
with arms (field, victory, issue, battle); 
contend or compete for (seat in Parlia¬ 
ment etc.). Hence contes'tABLE a. [f. F 
contester f. L C0N((estari f. testis witness)] 

contestant, n. One who contests. [F 
(-ANT)] 

contestation, n. Disputation; assertion 
contended for; in ~, in dispute, [f. L 
contcstatio (as contest2, see -ation), & 
partly f. F -ation] 

context, n. Parts that precede or follow 
a passage & fix its meaning; in this ~ 
(connexion). So contextQai, a., con¬ 
text ualiY2 adv. [f. L contextus -us f. 
con{texere text- weave)] 

contexture, n. Act, mode, of weaving 
together; structure; fabric; mode of 
literary composition. [F (as prec., see 
-URE)] 

contigu'ity, n. Contact; proximity; 
(Psych.) proximity of ideas or impres¬ 
sions in place or time, as principle of 
association, [f. LL conliguitas (as foil., 
see -ty), or F contiguiU] 

contig'uous, a. Touching, adjoining, {to); 
next in order {to); neighbouring. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. L contiguus f. CON{tingere— 
tangere touch) + -OTJS ] 

continent1, a. Temperate; chaste. 
Hence or cogn. continENCE n., ~ly2 
adv. [ME, f. L as contain, see -ent; cf. 
OF continent ] 

continent2, n. Continuous land, main¬ 
land ; II the C~, mainland of Europe; one 
of the main continuous bodies of land 
(Europe, Asia, Africa, N. & S. America, 
Australia). [15th c. continent land, — F 
terre continente, L terra continens (as 
prec.)] 

continental, a. & n. 1. Of a continent; 
~ drift, (Geol.) supposed slow movement 
of the continents on a deep-seated plastic 
substratum; belonging to, characteristic 
of, the Continent, whence ~ism, ~ist, 

nn.,~lZEv.t.,~LY2adv. 2.n. Inhabitant 
of the Continent; *(sl.) currency note 
of an early issue that rapidly depreci¬ 
ated {I don’t care a~). [-al] 
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contingency (-j), n. Uncertainty of 
occurrence; chance occurrence; thing 
that may happen hereafter; thing depen¬ 
dent on an uncertain event; thing incident 
to another, incidental expense etc. [f. LL 
contingentia as foil., see -ency] 

contingent (-j-), a. & n. 1. Of uncertain 
occurrence; accidental; incidental to; 
true only under existing conditions; non- 
-essential; conditional. 2. n. Force contri¬ 
buted to form part of army etc. (or fig.). 
Hence ~j.y2 adv. [f. L con(tingere = 
tangere touch), see -ent] 

contin'ual, a. Always going on; very 
frequent. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME & OF 
continuel f. L as continuous, see -al] 

contin'uance, n. Going on, duration; of 
long ~, lasting long; remaining, stay, (in 
place, condition, etc.). [OF (continue, 

-ANCE)] 

contin'uant, jk. & n. (Consonant) of 
which the sound can be prolonged (as 
f v s r), opp. of stop or check. [F, or f. 
L as continue, see -ant] 

continuation, n. Carrying on, resump¬ 
tion, (of an action, course, story, book, 
etc.); II (Stock Exch.) carrying over an ac¬ 
count to next ~ (or contango) -day; that 
by which a thing is continued, additional 
parts; gaiters continuous with knee- 
-breeches; ~ school (for additional teach¬ 
ing in leisure time of those who have left 
primary and other schools). [ME, f. OF 
f. L continuationem (as prec., see -ation)] 

contin'uative, a. Tending, serving, to 
continue, [f. LL continuativus (as prec., 
see -ive)] 

contin'uator, n. One who writes con¬ 
tinuation to another’s work. [f. mod. L 
as foil., -or] 

contin'ule, v.t. & i. Maintain, keep up, 
(action etc.); retain (person in office etc.); 
take up, resume, (narrative etc. or abs.); 
(Law) adjourn; remain in existence; stay 
(in, at, place, in a state); if you ~e (are 
still) obstinate; not cease (doing1, to do). 
Hence ~able a. [ME, f. OF continuer f. 
L continuare as continuous] 

continuity, n. State of being continuous; 
(Cinemat.) scenario; law of ~ (that all 
changes in nature are continuous, not 
abrupt), [f. F continuity f. L continuita- 
tem (as foil., see -ty)] 

contin'uous, a. (Of material things) con¬ 
nected, unbroken; uninterrupted in time 
or sequence; ~ brake of train, ~ series of 
carriage brakes controlled from one point; 
(Archit.) ~ style (with mullions of window 
continued in tracery); ~ voyage, one 
which, though interrupted, is regarded as 
a single voyage in ref. to the object with 
which it was undertaken. Hence ~ly2 

adv., ~ness n. [f. L continuus f. CON- 

llinere = tenere hold)+ -ous] 
contin'uum, n. (philos.). An unbroken 
mass or tissue or course of or of matter. 

contract 
sensation, events, etc. (SPACE-lime ~). 
[L, neut. of continuus, see prec.] 

cont-line, n. Spiral interval between 
strands of rope; space between casks 
stowed side by side. [etym. unkn. ] 

contdrn'iate, a. & n. (Medal) with deep 
furrow round disc within edge. [f. It. 
contorniato, f. contorno contour; so F 
-iate] 

contoVt', v.t. Twist, distort, [f. L CON- 
(torquere tort-)] 

contortion, n. Twisting; twisted state 
(esp. of face or body), [f. L contortio 
(prec. -ion)] 

contortionist (-sho-), n. Artist whose 
work, gymnast whose body, exhibits 
contortions. [-1ST] 

contour (-oor), n., & v.t. Outline; line 
separating differently coloured parts of 
design; artistic quality of outline; out¬ 
line of coast, mountain mass, etc.; ~ line, 
one representing horizontal ~ of earth’s 
surface at given elevation, as in a~ map; 
(v.t.) mark with ~ lines, carry (road) 
round ~ of hill. [F, f. It. contorno f. 
contornare draw in outline f. tornare 
TURN] 

contra, prep. & n. Pro & ~ (usu. con), for 
& against; pros & cons, arguments for 
& against; (Bookkeeping) opposite side 
of account, esp. credit side. [L, as foil. ] 

contra-, pref. f. L adv. & prep, contra 
against, opposite, etc. In many E wds 
f. or after L or It. In names of mus. 
instruments & organ-stops, denoting a 
pitch of an octave below, 

contraband, n. & a. 1. Prohibited traffic, 
smuggling; smuggled goods; ~ of war, 
anything forbidden to be supplied by 
neutrals to belligerents (absolute, con¬ 
ditional, ~, things that may under no, 
some, circumstances be supplied, as, 
absolute ~, weapons, conditional ~, 
cotton). 2. adj. Forbidden to be imported 
or exported, as ~ goods; concerned with 
these, as ~ trade(r). [f. Sp. contrabands f. 
It. contra(bando proclamation), cf. ban] 

contrabandist, n. Smuggler, [f. Sp. 
contrabandista (as prec., see -ist)] 

contrabass, n. = double 1-bass. [f. It. 
CONTRA(6aSSO BASS)] 

contraceptive, a. & n. Preventive of 
uterine conception. So contraception 
n., use of ~s. [contra- -f (con)ception] 

contract S n. Agreement between parties. 
States, etc.; business agreement for 
supply of goods or performance of work 
at fixed price; agreement enforceable by 
law (nude ~); accepted promise to do or 
forbear; formal agreement for marriage; 
conveyance of property; (Bridge) under¬ 
taking to make so many tricks; ~ bridge, 
a form of auction bridge in which only 
tricks bid and won count towards game. 
[ME, f. OF f. L contractus contract (as 
foil.)] 

For compounds of co- not given consult co-. 
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contract'2, v.t. & i. Enter into business 
or legal engagement (to do, for doing, for 
piece of work, or abs.); ~ oneself out of, 
~ out of, or abs. ~ out, for exemption or 
exclusion from provisions of (law etc.); 
~ (enter into) marriage-, form (friendship, 
habit); incur (debt); draw together 
(muscles, brow, etc.); make smaller, 
whence contractimi/iTY n., contrac't- 
ible a.; restrict, confine, (lit. & fig.); 
(Gram.) shorten (word) by combination 
or elision; shrink, become smaller; (p.p.) 
narrow, mean, (of ideas etc.), [f. L con- 
(trahere tract- draw)] 

contractile (-11, -il), a. Capable of or pro¬ 
ducing contraction, as ~ muscles, metal, 
force. So contractil'iTY n. [F (as prec., 
see -ile)] 

contraction, n. Shrinking, contracting; 
restriction, confinement; shortening of 
word by combination or elision; con¬ 
tracted word; contracting (of debt, 
disease, habit). [F, f. L contractionem (as 
prec., see -ion)] 

contractive, a. Serving to contract. 
(-IVE ] 

contractor, n. Undertaker of contract; 
contracting muscle. [LL (as contract2, 

-or)]_ 

contractual, a. Of (the nature of) a con¬ 
tract. [as CONTRACT 1 -f -AL ] 

contradict', v.t. Deny (statement); deny 
the words of (person); be contrary to, as 
these rumours ~ each other. Hence or 
cogn. contradic'tABLE a., contradic'tOR 
n. [f. L contra(dicere diet- say)] 

contradiction, n. Denial; opposition; 
statement contradicting another; incon¬ 
sistency ; ~ in terms, plainly self-contra¬ 
dictory statement or words as ‘almost 
quite ready’ is a ~ in terms. [ME, f. OF, 
f. L contradiclionem (as prec., -ion)] 

contradictious (-sluts), a. Inclined to 
contradict; disputatious. Hence ~ly2 

adv., ~ness n. [-ious] 
contradictory, a. & n. Making denial; 
mutually opposed or inconsistent; con¬ 
tradictious; (n.) ~y assertion. Hence 
~ily2 adv., ~Iness n. [f. LL contradic- 
torius (as prec., see -ory)J 

contradistinction, n. Distinction by 
contrast, [contra- ] 

contradistinguish (-nggw-), v.t. Distin¬ 
guish (things, one from another) by con¬ 
trast. [CONTRA-] 

contralto, n. & a. (pi. -os). (Part assigned 
to, singer with) lowest female voice. [It. 
(CONTRA- + ALTO)] 

contraposition (-z-), n. Opposition, 
contrast; (Logic) a mode of conversion 
(if all A isB, then by ~ all not-B is not-A, 
or no not-B is A). So contrapos'itivE 
(-z-) a. [f. LL contrapositio (Boeth.)] 

contraprop, n. Coaxial, oppositely 
rotating airscrew, [contra-, prop(eller)] 

contraption, n. (si.). Queer machine, 
makeshift contrivance, [perh. f. contrive, 
cl. conceive, -ception] 

contrapuntal, a. Of or in counterpoint. 
[f. It. contra(p)punlo counterpoint +-al ] 

contrapuntist, n. One skilled in counter¬ 
point. [f. It. contra(p)puntista (as prec., 
-1ST) ]_ 

contrar'iant, a. Opposed (to). [ME,f. OF, 
f. LL contrariare (as contrary), see -ant ] 

contrariety, n. Opposition in nature, 
quality, or action; disagreement, incon¬ 
sistency. [ME, f. OF contrarete f. LL con- 
trarietatem (as contrary, see -ty)] 

contrar'ious, a. (arch.). Opposed; per¬ 
verse ; (of things) adverse. [ME, f. OF f. 
med. L contrariosus (as prec., see -ous)] 

contrariwise (-z; also kontrar'-), adv. On 
the other hand; in the opposite way; per¬ 
versely. [foil. 4- -wise ] 

contrary (see below), a., n., adv. I. Op¬ 
posed in nature or tendency (to); (of 
wind) impeding, unfavourable; the oppo¬ 
site (of two things); (pop., pron. kontrar'I) 
perverse, self-willed, whence contrar'i- 
ness n.; opposite in position or direction. 
2. n. The opposite; on the'— (corroborat¬ 
ing a denial expressed or understood, as 
Have you nearly done?—On the ~, I have 
only just begun); interpret by contraries, 
understand Yes for No etc.; to the ~, to 
the opposite effect, as there is no evidence 
to the ~. 3. adv. In opposition to, as act 
~ to nature. Hence con'trariLY2 adv. 
[ME, f. AF contrarie (OF -aire) f. L con- 
trarius (contra, see -ary1)] 

contrast'1 (-ah-), v.t. & i. Set (two things, 
one with another) in opposition, so as to 
show their differences; show striking 
difference on comparison (with), [f. F 
contraster f. It. f. med. L coNTRA(s(ore 
stand) ] 

contrast2 (-ah-), n. Juxtaposition (esp. 
of forms, colours, etc.) showing striking 
differences (between; in — with); thing 
showing such a difference (to). Hence 
contras'tY2 (-ah ) a., exhibiting strong 
'—'S (esp. of photographic negatives), [f. 
F contraste f. It. contrasts (see prec.)] 

con'trate, a. ~ wheel, one with teeth at 
right angles to its plane, [contra- + 
-ATE2] 

contravalla'tion, n. Chain of redoubts 
and breastworks placed by besiegers be¬ 
tween their camp and the town. [f. F 
contre-. It. -vallazione (contra-, see cir- 
CUMVALLATION) ] 

contravene', v.t. Infringe (lav/); dispute 
(statement); (of things) conflict with. [f. 
F contrevenir or LL contra (venire venl- 
come)] 

contravention, n. Infringement (in~ of, 
violating). [F (as prec., see -ion)] 

contretemps (see Ap.), n. Unlucky acci¬ 
dent: hitch. [F] 

contrib'ute, v.t. & i. Pay, furnish, (to 
common fund etc.); supply (literary 
article etc.); (v.i.) ~ to, help to bring 
about, [f. L con(tribuere -ut- bestow)] 

contribution, n. Act of contributing; 
thing, help, literary article, contributed; 
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imposition levied for support of army in 
the field; lay xmder ~, exact ~s from. 
[ME, f. OF, or f. LL contribulio (prec., 
-ION)] 

contributor, n. One who contributes 
(esp. literary articles), [f. AF contributor 
(as CONTRIBUTE, -OR)] 

contributory, a. & n. That contributes 
(~ negligence, of injured person who has 
failed to take proper precautions against 
accident); (n.) person liable, when a 
company fails, to share in paying off its 
debts, [f. med. L contributorius (as prec., 
-ory) ] 

con'trite, a. Broken in spirit by sense of 
sin, completely penitent; (of actions) 
showing a ~ spirit. Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) 
adv. [ME, f. OF contrit or eccl. L con- 
tritvs t. L con(terere trit- rub) bruise] 

contri'tion, n. Being contrite, penitence. 
[ME, f. OF, or f. eccl. L contritio (prec., 
-ion)] 

contriv'ance, n. Act of contriving; de¬ 
ceitful practice; invention; mechanical 
device; inventive capacity, [-ance] 

contriv|e', v.t. Invent, devise; bring to 
pass, manage, (thing, to do; also of un¬ 
desired event, as ~e to make matters 
worse); (abs.) manage household affairs 
(well etc.), whence~'ER1 n. Hence~'ABLE 
a. [ME controve, -eve, f. OF controver 
find, imagine; mod. contrive unexp].] 

control'1, n. Power of directing, com¬ 
mand ; restraint; means of restraint, 
check; standard of comparison for check¬ 
ing inferences deduced from experiment; 
(Spirit.) personality actuating a medium; 
station at which aeroplanes, motors, etc., 
in races are allowed time to stop for over¬ 
hauling etc.; section of road in which 
a (racing) motor vehicle has to observe 
certain instructions (a-s to speed etc.); 
(pi.) various devices in aircraft used to 
control altitude, direction, speed, etc. 
[corresp. to F controle, earlier conlrerolle 
copy of a roll, as med. L contra(rotulus 
see roll1); in Eng. prob. f. foil.] 

control'2, v.t. (-11-). Dominate, com- 
nmnd; hold in check (oneself, one’s anger); 
check, verify; regulate (prices etc.). 
Hence ~1'able a., ~ment n. [ME, f. AF 
(= OF) contreroller keep copy of roll of 
accounts, in mod. F conlrGler; see 
prec.] 

controller, n. In vbl senses; also one 
who checks expenditure, steward, II esp. 
of royal household. Mint, Navy, etc. 
(often spelt compt-). Hence ~ship n. 

[ME counterroller f. AF contrerollour (as 
prec., see -or)] 

controver'siai (-shl), a. Of, open to, 
given to, controversy. Hence ~ISM, ~ist, 

nn., ~ly2 adv., (-sha-). [f. LL contro- 
versialis (as foil., -al)] 

controversy, n. Disputation; without, 
beyond, ~, unquestionably. [ME, f. L 

conventicle 
controversia (as foil., see -Y1); cf. obs. F 
controvcrsie] 

con'trovdrt (also -v<Trt'), v.t. Dispute 
about, discuss; dispute, deny. Hence 
~ist n. [c. 1600 formed on contemporary 
contro'verse vb (f. L controversus disputed), 
on anal, of convert, pervert, etc.; cf. LL 
controvertcre invert] 

contuma'cious (-shws), a. Insubordinate, 
disobedient, esp. to order of court. Hence 
or cogn. ~ly2 adv., ~ness, con'tumACY, 
nn. [f. L COft(lumax -ads, see -acious] 

contumel'ious, a. Opprobrious; insolent. 
Hence~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF contumelious 
f. L contumeliosus (as foil., see -OUS)] 

contumely, n. Insolent, reproachful, 
language or treatment; disgrace. [ME, f. 
OF contumelie f. L contumetia] 

contuse' (-z), v.t. Injure by blow without 
breaking skin, bruise. So contu'siON 
(-zhn) n. [f. L con(tundere tvs- thump)] 

conun'drum, n. Riddle; hard question, 
[orig. unkn.] 

conurbation, n. Aggregation of urban 
districts. [CON-, L urbs urbis city, -ation ] 

convalesce', v.i. Regain health. [ME, f. 
L cofi(volesecre incept, of valere be well)] 

convales'c|ent, a. & n. (Person) recover¬ 

ing from sickness; —wnt hospital (for 

~ents). So~ENCEn. [as prc-c., see-ent] 

convec'tlion, n. Transportation of heat 

or electricity, by movement of heated or 

electrified substance. Hence ~OR n., 

heating apparatus for circulating warm 

air. [f. LL convectio i. CON(vehere vect- 
carry), see -ion] 

convenance (see Ap.), n. (usu. pi.). Con¬ 
ventional propriety. [F] 

conven|e', v.t. & i. Assemble (t. & i.); 
convoke (assembly); summon (person 
before tribunal). Hence ~'able a. [ME, f. 
OF convenir or L C0N(uemre vent- come) 
assemble, agree, fit] 

conven'ience, n. Suitableness, commodi¬ 
ousness ; material advantage, as marriage 
of ~ ; personal comfort, as at your ~, in 
a way, at a time, convenient to you; 
advantage, as a great ~; make a ~ of one, 
utilize him unconscionably, abuse his 
good nature; useful appliance; II water- 
-closet; (arch.) vehicle; (pi.) material 
comforts, [f. L convenientia (as prec., see 
-ence) ] 

conven'ient, a. Suitable, commodious; 
not troublesome, as if it is ~ to you. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [as convene, see -ent] 

con'vent, n. Religious community (usu. 
women, cf. monastery) living together; 
building occupied by this. [ME & AF 
covent — OF convent f. L conventus (as 
prec.), to wh. later (16th c.), sp. conforms] 

II conven'tlcle, n. (hist.). Clandestine re¬ 
ligious meeting, esp. of Nonconformists 
or Dissenters; building used for this. [f. 
L conventiculum (place of) assembly, dim. 
as prec. ] 

For compounds of co- not given consult CO-. 
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convention, n. Act of convening; formal 
assembly, esp. (Eng. Hist.) of Parliament 
without summons of King, 16G0 & 1688; 
agreement between parties; general (often 
tacit) consent; practice based on this; 
accepted method of play (in leading, 
bidding, etc.) in various card games. 
[ME, f. OP or f. L conventio (as convene, 
see -ion)] 

conventional (-sho-), a. Depending on 
convention, not natural, not spon¬ 
taneous; (Art) following traditions; (of 
bombs, weapons, etc.) other than 
atomic. Hence ~ism, ~ist, ~tty (-al-), 
nn., ■—1ZE v.t., ~ly2 adv. [f. F conven- 
tionnel or LL conventionalist 

conventionary (-sho-), a. & n. (Tenant, 
tenure) on terms orig. fixed by convention, 
not by custom, [f. med. L convention- 
arius (as prec., -ARY1)] 

conventual, a. & n. (Member, inmate) of 
a convent; (member) of the less strict 
branch of Franciscans, living in largo 
convents, [f. med. L conventualis (as 
convent, see -al; cf. F conventual)] 

converge', v.i. & t. (Of lines) tend to 
meet in a point (also fig.); (Math., of 
series) approximate in the sum of its 
terms towards a definite limit; (trans.) 
cause to~. So convdr'gENCE, -ency, nn., 
convfib'gENT a. [f. LL cos(vergere 
VERGE)] 

conv£rs'ab[Ie, a. Easy, pleasant, in con¬ 
versation ; fit for social intercourse. 
Hence ~IeNESS n., ~ly2 adv. [F, f. med. 
L conversabilis (as foil., see -ble)] 

con'versance, -cy, n. Familiarity, ac¬ 
quaintance, (with), [as foil., see -ance] 

con'versant, a. Having frequent inter¬ 
course, well acquainted, (with person, 
subject, etc.); (of things) concerned (in, 
about, u-ith). [ME, f. OF f. L conversari 
CONVERSE1, See -ANT] 

conversation, n. Talk, whence ~ist 
(-sho-) n.; ~ (piece), kind of genre painting 
of group of figures; sexual intercourse, as 
criminal ~ (crim. con., cf. connexion). 
[OF, f. L conversationem (as prec., see 
-ATION)] 

conversational (-sho-), a. Fond of, good 
at, pertaining to, conversation. Hence 
~ist n., ~ly2 adv. [-al] 

conversazion'e (-ats-), n. (pi. -nes, -ni 
pr. -ne). Soirde given by learned or art 
society. [It., f. L as conversation] 

converse'1, v.i. Talk (with person, on, 
about, subject), [f. OF converser f. L con¬ 
versari keep company (with), frequent, 
as CONVERT1] 

con'vdrse2, n. (arch.). Discourse; inter¬ 
course. [f. prec. ] 

con'vdrse3, a. & n. 1. Opposite, contrary. 
2. n. (Logic) converted proposition; form 
of words produced by transposition of 
somo terms of another (he had learning 
without wealth is the ~ of he had wealth 
without learning); (Math.) this proposition 
is the ~ of the former (assumes its conclu- 

conviction 
sion & proves its datum). Hence ~ly2 
(-si-) adv. [f. L p.p. conversus, see con¬ 
vert1] 

convdr'sion (-shn), n. Transposition, 
inversion, esp. (Logic) of subject & pre¬ 
dicate (if no A is 11, then by — no B is A); 
bringing over (to an opinion, party, faith, 
etc.); turning of sinners to God; changing 
(to, into); change (of debentures, stocks, 
etc.) into others of different character. 
[ME, f. OF, f. L conversionem (foil., -ion)] 

convert'1, v.t. Change (into); cause to 
turn (to opinion, faith, etc.), cf. pervert; 
turn to godliness; (Stocks etc.) sec prec.; 
(Logic) see prec.; (Rugby football) com¬ 
plete (a try) by kicking goal (also abs.). 
Hence ^er1 n., (esp.) large retort used in 
Bessemer steel process. [ME, f. OF 
convcrtir f. Rom. *convertire for L con- 
(vertere vers- turn) turn about; in some 
senses dir. f. L ] 

con'vfift2, n. Person converted, esp. to 
religious faith or life. [f. prec.] 

ccnvdi-t'ible, a. & n. 1. That may bo 
converted; (of terms) synonymous; (of 
currency etc.) that may be converted 
into gold or dollars; (of motor-car etc.) 
capable of being converted from one 
class or type to another; ~ husbandry, 
rotation of crops. 2. n. A ~ motor-car 
etc. Hence convdbtimL'iTY n., convert'- 
ibLY2 adv. [OF, f. L convcrlibilis(a,s prec., 
see -ble)] 

con'vex, a. Curved like the outside of 
circle or sphere (cf. concave). Hence or 
cogn. convex'iTY n., ~ly2 adv. [f. L 
convexvs] 

convex'o- in comb. Convex and —, as 
■-'-concave, [as prec., see -0-] 

convey' (-va), v.t. Transport, carry; 
transmit (sound, smell, etc.); impart, 
communicate, (idea, meaning); (Law) 
make over (property to, or abs.). Hence 
~able (-a'a-) a. --er1 (-a'er), ~or (-a’or), 
nn., (esp.) mechanical contrivance for 
~ing heavy articles or materials (coal- 
-~er; ~or belt). [ME, f. OFcoNrcier.mod. 
convoyer convoy1 (veie, voie, f. L via way) ] 

convey'ance (-a'a-), n. Carrying; trans¬ 
mission; communication (of ideas etc.); 
(document effecting) transference of 
property; carriage, vehicle, [-ance ] 

convey'ancer (-a'a-), n. Lawyer who 
prepares documents for conveyance of 
property, [-er1] 

convey'ancing (-a'a-), n. Work of prec. 
[-ING 1 ] 

con'vict1, n. Condemned criminal under¬ 
going penal servitude. Hence —isai(3) n. 
[f. obs. adj. convict (as foil.)] 

convict'2, v.t. Prove guilty (of offence); 
declare guilty by verdict of jury or de¬ 
cision of judge; impress (person) with 
sense of error. Hence convic'tiVE a. 
[ME, f. L co's(vinccre vict- conquer)] 

convic'tion, n. Proving or finding guilty; 
summary ~ (by judge or magistrates 
without jury); act of convincing; settled 
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belief; (Theol.) awakened consciousness 
of sin. [f. LL convictio (as prec., sec -ION)] 

convincle', v.t. Firmly persuade {of, that; 
esp. pas3.); produce in (person) a moral 
conviction {of sin etc.). Hence ~e'MENT 
(-sm-), ~'IngNESS, nn., ~'ingLY2 adv. 
[as CONVICT2] 

convin'cible, a. Open to conviction, [f. 
LL convincibilis (as prec., see -ible)] 

conviv'ial, a. Of, befitting’, a feast; 
festive, jovial. Hence~ist, convivial'iTY, 
nn., ~ly2 adv. [f. L convivialis f. con- 
vivium feast ] 

convoca'tion, n. Calling together; as¬ 
sembly ; II (Ch. of Eng.) synod of clergy of 
province of Canterbury or York; II legis¬ 
lative assembly of Oxford or Durham 
Univ. Hence~Al(-sho-)a. [ME, f. Leon. - 
vocatio (as foil., -ation)] 

convoke', v.t. Call together, summon to 
assemble, [f. L CON{vocare call)] 

con'volute (-dot), a. & n. (bot., conch.). 
Rolled together, coiled; (n.) coil, [as 
convolve] 

convoluted (-dot-), a. (zool.). Coded, 
twisted, [f. \h-convolutc (as prec.), other¬ 
wise rare ] 

convolution (-do-), n. Coiling, twisting; 
fold, twist, [as foil., see -ion] 

convolve', v.t. & i. Roll together, roll up, 
(esp. in p.p.). [f. L con{volvere volut- 
ro 11)] 

convol'vulus, n. (pi. -fuses). Kinds of 
twining plant including bindweed. [L, 
as prec. with dim. suf. ] 

convoy'1, v.t. (Of ship of war) escort 
(merchant or passenger vessel); escort 
with armed force; (arch.) conduct (guests, 
lady, etc.). [ME, f. OF convoier, var. of 
conveier convey ] 

con'voy2, n. Act of convoying; protec¬ 
tion; escort (for honour or protection); 
company, supply of provisions, etc., 
under escort; number of merchant ships 
sailing in company under escort, [f. F 
convoi f. convoier (prec.)] 

convulse', v.t. Shako violently (lit. & 
fig.); throw into convulsions (usu. pass.); 
cause to be violently seized with laughter 
(usu. pas3.). [f. L con{vellere vuls- pull)] 

convul'sion (-shn), n. Violent irregular 
motion of limb or body due to involun¬ 
tary contraction of muscles (usu. pi., & 
esp. as a disorder of infants); (pi.) violent 
fit of laughter; violent social or political 
agitation; violent physical disturbance. 
Hence ~ary 1 (-sho-) a. [F, or f. L 
convulsio (as prec., see -ion)] 

convul'sive, a. Attended or affected 
with, producing, convulsions (lit. & fig.). 
Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv. [CONVULSE, -ive] 

edn'y, -ney, n. (pi. -ies, -eys). Rabbit 
(now used only in statutes etc., & as shop 
name for the fur); (Bibl.) hyrax; (arch.) 
~-catcher, sharper. [ME cunin f. OF 
conin, parallel form of conil (f. L cum¬ 

mins), pi. coniz, conis, whence ME conies 
(pi.), whence sing, cony] 

coo, v.i. & t., & n. (Make) soft murmuring 
sound of or as of doves & pigeons; bill & 
~, converse amorously; say ~ingly. 
[imit.] 

coo'ee, coo'ey, n., & v.i. (Make) sound 
adopted as signal by Australian settlers 
from the aborigines, [imit.] 

cook1, n. One whose business is to cook 
food; too many ~s spoil the broth, one 
director is enough; *■—book, cookery 
book; ~-house, camp kitchen, outdoor 
kitchen in warm countries, (on ship, also 
~-room) galley; ~-shop, eating-house. 
[OE coc f. pop. L corns for L cdquus] 

cook2, v.t. & i. Prepare (food or abs.) by 
heat; (v.i.) undergo ~ing; (also ~ up) 
concoct (fig.); (colloq.) tamper with (ac¬ 
counts etc.); II (si., of exertion etc.) ex¬ 
haust (runner etc., esp. in p.p.); ~ his 
goose, do for him, settle his hash, [prec.] 

cobk'er, n. Cooking-apparatus, -stove; 
vessel food is cooked in; fruit etc. that 
cooks well; one who cooks (accounts etc.) 
or concocts, [-ER1] 

cdbk'ery, n. Art, practice, of cooking; 
'—book (dealing with ~). [-ERY] 

cdbk'ie, n. (Sc.) plain bun; “small flat 
cake, biscuit, [f. Du. koekje dim. of koek 
cake ] 

cbbk'y, n. (colloq.). (Usu. female) cook. 
Py3] 

cool1, a. & n. Moderately cold; (Hunt.) 
~ scent (faint, weak); unexcited, calm; 
lacking zeal, lukewarm; wanting cordi¬ 
ality; calmly audacious, as a ~ hand 
(person); (complacently or emphat. of 
large sums of money) it cost me a ~ 
thousand-, (n.) ~ air, ~ place, ~ness; ~- 
-headed, not easily excited; ~ tankard, 
~ing drink of wine, water, lemon-juice, 
etc. Hence ~'ish1 a., ~'ly2 (-1-11) adv., 
~'ness n. [OE col f. Gmc *koluz f. *kol-, 
.ablaut f. *kal-, see cold] 

cool2, v.i. & t. Become cool (lit. & fig.; 
also ~ down); make cool (lit. & fig.); ~ 
one’s coppers ; ~ one’s heels, be kept 
waiting. [OE colian (f. prec.)] 

cool'ant, n. Liquid applied to edge of 
cutting tool etc. to lessen friction, [cool l, 
-ANT] 

cool'er, n. Vessel in which a thing is 
cooled, as wine, butter, ~; “refrigerator; 
(si.) prison cell, Per1] 

cool'ie, -ly, n. Indian or Chinese hired 
labourer, [f. Hind, qidi] 

coolth, n. (now colloq. or joc.). Coolness. 
[f. cool1, after warmth] 

II coomb, || combe, (koom), n. Valley on 
flank of hill; short valley running up 
from coast; cwm. [OE cumb; cf. \V cwm 
valley] 

“coon, n. = racoon; sly fellow; (colloq.) 

a Negro; gone ~, one whose case is hopo- 
less. [abbr.] 

For compounds of co- not given consult co-. 
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coon-can', n. (Also *conquian) simple 
two-handed card-game (orig. Mexican), 
[f- Sp. con quien with whom? ] 

coopl, n. Basket placed over sitting or 
fattening fowls; fowl-run; ]| basket used 
in catching fish. [ME cupe basket f. 
MDu., MLG lcupe, ult. f. L cupa cask] 

coop2, v.t. Put in coop; confine (persons; 
also ~ up, in), [f. prec.] 

II co-op', n. (colloq.). Co-operative society 
or store, [abbr. ] 

coop'er \ n., & v.t. Maker of casks for dry 
goods (dry ~) or liquids (wet ~); white ~, 
maker of pails, tubs, etc.; (on ship) re¬ 
pairer of casks etc.; (also wine-~) one 
who samples, bottles, or retails wine; 
equal mixture of stout & porter; (v.t.) 
repair (cask), stow in casks, furbish up. 
[f. MDu., MLG kuper f. lcupe coop1; see 
-ER1] 

cooper2, see coper2. 
coop'erage._n. Cooper’s work or work¬ 
shop. So coop'ERY(3) n. [-AGE] 

co(-)5p'er]ate, v.i. Work together (with 
person in a work, to an end); (of things) 
concur in producing an effect. So ~ant 
a. & n., ~at0Rn. [f. LL co(operari f. opus 
operis work), see -ate3] 

co(-)6pera'tion, n. Working together to 
same end; (Pol. Econ.) co-operative com¬ 
bination. [ME, f. L cooperatio (as prec., 
see -ion); partly thr. F -lion] 

c6(-)6p'erative, a. Of, tending to, co- 
-operation; (Pol. Econ.) ~ society (for pro¬ 
duction or distribution of goods, profits 
being shared by members), ~ store (be¬ 
longing to ~ society). Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) 
adv. [f. LL cooperalivas (as prec., see 
-ive)] 

co-opt', v.t. Elect into body by votes of 
existing members. So co-SptA'uoN n. [f. 
L co(optare choose)] 

cd-drd'inate1, a. & n. 1. Equal in rank, 
esp. (Gram.) of clauses of compound 
sentence (cf. subordinate); consisting of 
~ things. 2. n. ~ thing, esp. (Math.) each 
of a system of magnitudes used to fix 
position of point, line, or plane. Hence 
<—'LY2 (-tl-) adv. [f. co- -f L ordinare (ordo 
-inis order), seo -ate2] 

CO-drd'in|ate2, v.t. Make co-ordinate; 
bring (parts) into proper relation. Hence 
~a'tion n., ~atiVE a. [prec., -ate3] 

coot, n. Name of several swimming & 
diving birds, esp. the bald ~, web- 
-footed bird with base of bill extended to 
form white plate on forehead, whence bald 
as a ~. [ME cole, coole, corresp. to Du. 
koet; ult. orig. unkn. ] 

coot'ie, n. (Army si.). Body-louse, [perh. 
f. Hind, khuthi scab] 

copl, n. (spinning). Conical ball of thread 
wound upon spindle. [OE cop top] 

cop2, n. (si.). Policeman, [cf. foil., 
COPPER2] 

cop3, v.t. (-pp-), & n., (si.). 1. Catch (~ it, 
catch it, be punished). 2. n. Capture 
(chiefly in phr. a fair ~). [etym. unkn. ] 

copper 
copai'ba, -va, (-pi-, -pa-), n. Aromatic 
balsam used in medicine & the arts. 
[(-ba) Sp., f. Braz. cupauba] 

cop'al, n. Kinds of resin used for varnish. 
[Sp., f. Mex. copalli incense] 

copdi-'cdnary, -ery, copdr'cENER, nn. 
= PARCENARY, PARCENER. [C0-] 

copdrt'ner, n. Partner, sharer, associate. 
Hence ~sinp n. (labour ~shi,p, system 
designed to interest workmen in their 
business by means of profit-sharing), [co- ] 

copaht'nery, n. Copartnership, [f. prec., 
see -ery(2)] 

cope1, n. (Eccl.) long cloak worn by 
ecclesiastics in processions; (fig.) ~ 
(cloak) of night, ~ (canopy) of heaven; 
(Founding) outer portion of mould; ■= 
coping; ~-stone, head stone of building, 
finishing touch. [ME cape, cope, repr. OE 
-cap, *cape (= ON kdpa), f. med. L cdpa 
var. of LL cappa cap1, cape1] 

cope2, v.t. & i. Furnish with a cope; 
cover (wall etc.) with coping; cover as 
with a vault; (v.i.) ~ over, project like 
a coping, [f. prec. ] 

cope3, v.i. Contend evenly, grapple suc¬ 
cessfully, with (person, task), [f. OF 
coper, colper, (mod. F couper); see coup] 

cop'eck, n. Russian copper coin (the 
hundredth part of a rouble), [f. Russ. 
kopeika dim. of kopyi lance) 

llcop'er1, n. (Also horse-~) horse-dealer, 
[f. obs. cope buy, f. MDu., MLG kopen 
(cogn. W. CHEAP), -f-ER1] 

cdp'er2, coop'er2 (ko-), n. Floating grog¬ 
shop for North Sea fishers, [f. Flem. & 
Du. kooper f. koopen buy (prec.)] 

Copdtn'ican, a. ~ system., theory, (that 
the planets, including earth, move round 
sun), [f. Copernicus latinized f. Kopper- 
nik, astronomer (d. 1543) -f-an] 

cop'ing, n. Top (usu. sloping) course of 
masonry in wall; overhanging ledge pro¬ 
tecting wall-fruit; ~-stone (used for ~). 
[cope2 + -ing1] 

cop'ious, a. Plentiful; abounding in in¬ 
formation ; profuse in speech; (of lan¬ 
guages) having large vocabulary. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, f. OF copious 
or L copiosus (copia plenty, see -ous)] 

copol'ymer, n. Compound analogous to 
a polymer but with units of more than 
one kind. So ~ize(3) v.t., ~iza'tion n. 
[C0-, POLYMER] 

copp'er1, n., a., & v.t. 1. Reddish malle¬ 
able ductile metal; bronze (formerly ~) 
coin, penny, halfpenny, farthing; cooking 
or laundry boiler of iron or ~; hot ~s, 
mouth & throat parched by drinking, 
cool one’s ~s (by drinking); ~ beech (kind 
with ~-coloured leaves); ~-hil, soldering 
tool pointed with ~; —bottom v.t., 
sheathe bottom of (ship) with ~ (esp. in 
P-P.) :ll ~ captain, sham captain; ~ Indian, 
red Indian of N. America; ~head, veno¬ 
mous American snake; opiate, polished 
~ plate for engraving or etching, print 
from this, (adj., of writing) neat; ~-smith. 



one who works in ~. 2. v.t. Cover (ship’s 
bottom etc.) with Hence ~Y2 a. (esp., 
~-coloured). [OE coper, ON kopar f. 
*kupar (also *kuppar whence OHG 
kupfar) f. LL cuprum for L cyprium aes 
Cyprian metal ] 

II copp'er2, n. (si.). Policeman, [cf. cop3] 
copp'eras, n. Sulphate of iron, green 
vitriol. [15th c. coperose f. OF couperose f. 
med. L cup(e)rosa perh. = aqua cuprosa 
copper water] 

copp'Ice, n. Small wood of underwood & 
small trees, grown for periodical cutting; 
•—-wood, underwood, [f. OF copeiz f. 
Rom. *colpaticium f. *colpare cut f. med. 
L col(a)pus f. L f. Gk kolaphos blow, cuff] 

cop'ra, n. Dried kernels of coconut. 
[Port., prob. f. Malayalam koppara coco¬ 
nut] 

cop'ro- in comb. = Gk kopros dung, as: 
-lite, fossil dung, so -lU'ic a.; -logy (-61-), 
treatment of filthy subjects in literature 
etc.; -phagous (-6U), (of beetles) dung- 
-eating. 

|| copse, n., & v.t. = coppice; wood, 
underwood; (v.t.) treat as ~wood, cover 
with ~a. nence cop'sY2 a. [syncop. 
form of corriCE] 

Copt, n. Native Egyptian Christian of 
Jacobite sect of Monophysites. [f. F 
copte; earlier (c. 1600) Coptie, Copht{i)e f. 
Arab, quft, qufti, f. Copt, gyptios, kyp- 
taios, f. Gk Aiguptios Egyptian] 

Cop'tlc, a. & n. (Language) of the Copts. 
[-10] 

cop'ul|a, n. (Logic, Gram.) verb be (as 
mere sign of predication); (Anat.) con¬ 
necting part (bone, cartilage, ligament); 
(Mus.) short connecting passage. Hence 
~AR1a. [L] 

cop'ullate, v.i. Unite sexually. Hence 
~at0RY a,, [f. L copulare fasten together 
(prec.), see -ate3] 

copula'tion, n. Sexual union; grammati¬ 
cal or logical connexion. [ME, f. OF or L 
copulatio (as prec., see -ion)] 

chp'ulative, a. & n. Serving to connect; 
(Gram.) connecting words or clauses that 
are connected in sense (cf. disjunctive), 

also, connecting subject & predicate; 
(Zool., Anat.) relating to sexual union; 
(n.) ~ conjunction or particle. Hence 
~ly2 (-vl-) adv. [ME, f. OF (-if, -ive), or 
LL copulativus (as prec., see -ive)] 

cop'y1, n. Reproduction (of writing, 
picture, etc.); imitation; page written 
after model (of penmanship); II (Law) 
transcript of manorial court-roll, con¬ 
taining entries of admissions of tenants 
to land hence called corYHOLD; written 
or printed specimen (of book etc.); rough, 
foul, ~, original draft; fair, clean, ~ 
(transcribed from rough ~); ~ of verses, 
short set as school exercise; fair ~, model 
version of this; model to be copied; 
manuscript or matter to be printed (m- 

coralli- 

cide.nl etc. will make good ~, lends itself to 
interesting narration in newspapers etc.); 
~-book, one containing copies for learners 
to imitate (blot2 one’s —book)-, ~-book 
maxims, morality (commonplace); ~- 
-writer, one who writes or prepares ad¬ 
vertising ~ for publication. [ME, f. OF 
copie f. L copia abundance See., in med. 
L = transcript, from phr. facere copiam 
describendi give permission to transcribe ] 

cop'y2, v.t. & i. Transcribe (from original), 
whence ~ist n.; make copy of; imitate; 
crib from neighbour in examination; 
~-ca< (colloq.), slavish imitator. [ME, f. 
OF copier f. med. L copiare (as prec.)] 

II cop'yhold, n. & a. Tenure by copy 1; 

(land) so held. Hence ~er1 n. 
cop'yrigkt (-rit), n. & a., & v.t. Exclusive 
right given by law for term of years to 
author, designer, etc., or his assignee to 
print, publish, or sell, copies of his original 
work; (adj.) protected by ~ (of books 
etc.); (v.t.) secure ~ for (book etc.), 

coque (k5k), n. Small loop of ribbon ; (in 
mod. use, pr. kok, attrib.) applied to 
feathers used in trimming, in boas, etc. 
[F, = a shell] 

coquet'1 (-kSt), a. Coquettish. [F (orig. 
noun, dim. of cog cock)] 

coquet'2, coquette', (-k6t), v.i. (-tt-). 
Play the coquette; flirt (with); dally, 
trifle, with (matter, proposal, etc.), [f. F 
coqueter f. prec. ] 

co'quetry (-kit-), n. Coquettish behaviour 
or act; (fig.) trifling; attractive prettiness 
as result of art. [f. F coquellerie (coqueter, 
as prec., see -ery)] 

coquett|e' (-kCt), n. Woman who trifles 
with man’s affections; crested humming- 
-bird. Hence ~'ISH1 a., ~'IshLY2 adv., 
(-kgt-). [F, fern, of coquet] 

coqui'to (-ke-), n. Chilian palm-tree yield¬ 
ing palm-honey. [Sp., dim. of coco coco¬ 
nut] 

cor-, pref. = com- before r. 
II co'racle, n. Wicker boat covered with 
watertight material used on Welsh & 
Irish lakes & rivers, [f. W cwrwgl f. 
curwg = Ir. curach boat] 

co'raco- in comb. (anat.). Of the coracoid 
process (beak-shaped process extending 
from shoulder-blade towards breast¬ 
bone). [f. Gk korax -akos crow] 

co'ral, n. & a. Hard calcareous substance 
(rod, pink, white, etc.) secreted by many 
tribes of marine polyps for support & 
habitation; ~-ree/, accumulation of this; 
toy of polished ~ for children cutting 
teeth; unimpregnated roe of lobster; 
(adj.) like ~, esp. red; ~-island (formed 
by growth of ~); ~-rap, limestone 
containing beds of petrified ~s. [ME, f. 
OF f. L corallumi. Gk korallion] 

coralli- in comb. Coral, as -ferous, -form, 
bearing, shaped like, coral, [as prec., see 
-I-] 

For compounds of co- not given consult co-. 
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co'raliine1, n. Kinda of seaweeds with 
calcareous jointed stem; (pop.) name of 
various plant-like compound animals; 
~ zone of sea-depths, that in which these 
abound, [f. It. corallina dim. of corallo 
coral] 

co'raliine2 (-I-, -i-), a. Coral-red; ~ ware, 
Italian red-paste pottery (17th-18th c.); 
like, composed of, coral. [F, or f. L 
corallinus (coral, -ine1)] 

co'rallite, n. Fossil coral; coral skeleton 
of polyp; coralline marble, [-ite1] 

co'ralloid, a. & n. (Organism) like, akin 
to, coral, [old] 

c&r'&rti prep. (w. abl. case). In the presence 
of (judice, (jood'lsl), a judge, pdp'ulo, the 
public, etc.). [L] 

cor anglais (kor ahng'gla), n. The alto 
oboe. [F, = English horn] 

colb'el, n., & v.t. & i. (-11-). (Archit.) 
projection of stone, timber, etc., jutting 
out from wall to support weight, whence 
~1ed2 (-Id) a.; (also ~-block) short tim¬ 
ber laid on wall or pier longitudinally 
under beam; ~-table, projecting course 
resting on ~s; (v.t. & i.) ~ out, off, (causo 
to) project on ~s. [ME, f. OF dim. of 
corp (foil.); see -le2] 

corb'ie, n. (Sc.). Raven; carrion crow; 
~ -steps, step-like projections on sloping 
sides of gable. [ME, f. OF corbel, -in (dim. 
of corp f. L corpus crow) + -Y3 ] 

cold, n., & v.t. Thin rope, thick string; 
(Anat.) ~-like structure in animal body, 
as SPINAL, UMBILICAL, ~, VOCAL ~s; —like 
rib on cloth; ribbed cloth, csp. corduroy ; 

<■—s, corduroy breeches or trousers; 
measure of cut wood (usu. 128 cub. ft); 
(fig.) ~s of discipline, fourfold ~ of 
evidence, etc.; (v.t.) bind with ~. [ME, 
f. OF corde f. L f. Gk khorde gut, string 
of musical instrument] 

cord'age, n. Cords, ropes, esp. in rigging 
of ship. [F (as prec.+-AGE)] 

cord'ate, a. Heart-shaped, [f. L cor 
cordis heart, see -ate2] 

cdrd'ed, a. Bound with cords; furnished 
with cords; (of cloth etc.) ribbed. 
[-ED2’1] 

edrdelier', n. Franciscan friar of strict 
rule (wearing knotted cord round waist). 
[ME, f. OF cordeler, -ier (cordele dim. as 
cord, see -ier)] 

cord'ial, a. & n. (Medicine, food, drink) 
that stimulates the heart, esp. (Com- 
merc.) aromatized & sweetened spirit; 
hearty, sincere; warm, friendly, whence 
~1ty1 (-&1-) n.,~LY2 adv. [ME, f. med. L 
cordialis (cor cordis heart, -al)] 

cot diller'a (-lyara), n. Mountain ridge 
(one of parallel series), esp. of the Andes 
& same system in Central America & 
Mexico. [Sp.] 

cdrd'Ite, n. A smokeless explosive, [f. 
cord (from its appearance) + -ite *(2) ] 

cdrd'on, n., & v.t. Projecting course of 
stone in wall; chain of military posts; 
line or circle of police etc.; (also sanitary 

cork 
) guarded line between infected & un¬ 

infected districts; ornamental cord or 
braid; (pron. as F) ribbon of knightly 
order (~ bleu, see Ap., joc., first-class 
cook); fruit-tree pruned to grow as single 
stem; (v.t., also ~ off) enclose with (mili¬ 
tary, police, etc.) ~. [10th c. cordons f. 
It.: later f. F cordon (as cord, see -oon)] 

cord'ovan, a. & n. (Leather) of Cordova, 
[f. Sp. cordovan(o)] 

cord'uroy, n. & a. Coarse thick ribbed 
cotton stuff, orig. worn chiefly by 
labourers; (pi.) ~ trousers; road, of 
tree-trunks laid across swamp, [late 18th 
c., app. f. cord ribbed fabric; remainder 
uncert. ] 

cdrd'wain, n. (arch.). Spanish leather 
formerly used for shoes. [ME cordewan(e), 
corduan(e), f. OF corduan, -eivan of 
Cordova] 

cdrd'wainer, n. Shoemaker (now only 
as guild-name etc.). [AF cordewaner, OF 
cordouanier (prec., see -er2)] 

core, n., & v.t. Horny capsule containing 
seeds of apple, pear, etc.; central part cut 
out (esp. of rock in boring); bar of soft 
iron forming centre of electro-magnet or 
induction coil; internal mould filling 
space to be left hollow in a casting; 
central strand of rope; innermost part, 
as (fig.) rotten at the ~, English to the ~; 
heart; a disease, tumour, in sheep; (v.t.) 
remove ~ from, whence cot'er1(2) n. 
Hence ~'less (-rl-) a. [ME core, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

co'rela'tion. See correlation. 

c5-reli'gionist (-jo-), n. Adherent of same 
religion. [-1ST ] 

coreop'sis, n. Plant with rayed usu. 
yellow flowers, [mod. L, f. Gk koris bug, 
opsis appearance, w. ref. to shape of 
seed] 

co-respon'dent, n. Person proceeded 
against together with the respondent in 
divorce suit, [co-] 

|] edif, n. Large basket formerly used in 
mining; basket in which fish are kept 
alive in water, [f. MDu., MLG korf 
( = G korb) f. L corbis ] 

edirg'i (-gl),-gy, n. Small Welsh dog. [W] 
coria'ceous (-shus), a. Like leather, 
leathery, [f. LL coriaceus (corium leather, 
see -aceous)] 

corian'der, n. Annual plant with aro¬ 
matic fruit (pop. called ~ seed) used for 
flavouring. [ME, f. OF coriandre f. L 
coriandrum f. Gk koriannon] 

Corin'thian, a. & n. (Native) of Corinth; 
(arch.) man of fashion & pleasure; 
Epistles to the~s, books in N.T.; (Archit.) 
~ order, one of the three Grecian orders, 

having bell-shaped capital with rows of 
acanthus leaves, whence ~esque' a. [f. 
L f. Gk Korinthios (Korinthos) +-AN] 

edrk, n. & a., & v.t. 1. Bark of —oak (~- 
-tree) of W. Europe; piece of ~ used as 
float for fishing line etc. (like a buoy¬ 
ant, recovering quickly from depression 
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etc.); bottle-stopper of (Bot.) inner 
division of the bark in higher plants; 
(adj.) made of ~, as ~ jacket (for sup¬ 
porting person in water); —screw, steel 
screw for drawing ~ from bottle, —screw 
curl (spirally twisted), (v.t. & i.) move 
spirally; —'wood, name of various light 
porous woods. 2. v.t. Stop, stop up, (as) 
with ~, blacken with burnt ~. [ME, f. 
Du., LG kork, f. Sp.-Arab. alcorque, of 
unkn. orig. ] 

cork'age, n. Corking, uncorking, of 
bottles; hotel-keeper’s charge for serving 
wine etc. not supplied by himself. 
[-AGE] 

corked (-kt), a. Stopped with, blackened 
with burnt, cork; (of wine) gone bad from 
defective corking, [-f.d1] 

cdrk'er, n. (si.). Something that puts an 
end to a discussion, something astonish¬ 
ing, e.g. a monstrous lie, a ‘whopper’. 
[-ER1] 

cork'yi a. Cork-like; (colloq.) frivolous, 
lively, skittish, restive. [-Y2] 

cokm, n. (bot.). Bulb-like subterraneous 
stem, solid bulb. [f. Gk kormos trunk 
with boughs lopped off (keiro cut)] 

cormo- in comb. Trunk, stem, (in terms 
referring to evolution of races etc.), [as 
prec. ] 

cfirm'orant, n. Large lustrous-black 
voracious sea-bird; rapacious person. 
[ME, f. OF cormaran f. med. L corvus 
marinvs sea-raven; for ending -ant cf. 
peasant, tyrant] 

coi n 1, n. A grain, seed, esp. of cereals 
(also of popper etc.); (collect, sing.) grain, 
also cereal plants while growing; *maize, 
Indian ~; II —chandler, retail dealer 
in ~; —-cob, part to which grains are at¬ 
tached in ear of maize; —-cob pipe (made 
of this); —-cockle1 ; —'crake, the bird 
landrail; —-exchange (for trade in ~); 
II ~-factor, dealer in ~; —-flag, plant of 
genus Gladiolus; || —’flour, fine-ground 
Indian —, also, flour of rice or other grain; 
'-''flower, name of various plants growing 
among —; || —-laws (regulating —trade, 
esp. the English laws restricting importa¬ 
tion, and repealed in 1840); — marigold, 
yellow-flowered —field weed; || —rent 
(paid in — or varying with price of —); 
II —stalk (colloq.), tall person (applied as 
nickname to persons of European descent 
born in Australia, esp. in N.S.W.). [OE 
corn, OS, OHG, ON kom, Goth, kaurn f. 
Gmc *kurnam cogn. w. L granum) 

corn2, v.t. Sprinkle, preserve, with salt 
(esp. in p.p.). [f. prec.] 

corn3, n. Horny place esp. on feet; tread 
on my —s, hurt my feelings; —-plaster (for 
application to —s). [ME, f. OF f. L cornu 
horn] 

cdtn'brash, n. (geol.). Coarse calcareous 
sandstone, [f. corn 1 +brash 1] 

corn'ea, n. Transparent horny part of 

cornice 

anterior covering of eyeball, [med. L 
cornea (tela) horny (web) ] 

corn'el, n. Genus including cornelian 
cherry & common — or dogwood, [ult. 
f. L comics] 

cdbnel'ian, car-, n. Dull red or reddish- 
-white chalcedony. [ME & OF corneline, 
refash, after med. L Cornelius, earlier 
corneolus; cf. CARnelian ] 

corn'eous, a. Horn-like, horny, [f. L 
corneus (cornu horn) +-ous] 

edrn'er, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Place where 
converging sides or edges meet; project¬ 
ing angle, esp. where two streets meet; 
turn the —, pass round it into another 
street, (fig.) pass critical point (in illness 
etc.); cut off a —, avoid it by a short cut; 
II (si.) the <7—, Tattersall’s betting-rooms 
(orig. near Hyde Park C—); hollow angle 
enclosed by meeting walls etc.; put (child) 
in the — (as punishment); (fig.) drive into 
a — (difficult position from which there is 
no escape). 2. Secret or remote place, as 
done in a—, hole-<&— transactions (under¬ 
hand) ; region, quarter, as all the ~s of the 
earth. 3. (Commerc.) buying up the whole 
of any stock in the market, so as to com¬ 
pel speculative sellers to buy from one 
to fulfil their engagements, (loosely) any 
combination to raise price by securing 
monopoly. 4. (Association football and 
Hockey) free kick, hit, from the —flag 
given when the ball has been kicked, hit, 
over his own goal-line by an opponent. 
5. —chisel, -punch, etc. (angular, for 
cutting, cleaning, etc., —s); II —-boy, 
-man1, street rough, loafer; || —-man2 (at 
either end of row of nigger minstrels, 
playing bones or tambourine & con¬ 
tributing comic effects); —-stone, one in 
projecting angle of wall, foundation stone, 
(fig.) indispensable part, basis. 6. v.t. 
Furnish with —s, set in —, drive into — 
(esp. fig.), force (dealers) or control (com¬ 
modity) by means of —. 7. v.i. Form—(in. 
commodity). [ME, f. AF corner (OF -ier, 
-iere) f. Rom. *cornarium, -ia f. L cornu 
horn, see -er2(2)] 

cdbn'et \ n. (Also cornel-d-piston(s), corno¬ 
pean) brass musical instrument of trum¬ 
pet class, with valves operated by 
pistons; —-player, also ~ist n.; conically - 
-rolled piece of paper for groceries etc.; 
conical wafer filled with ice-cream; solo 
—, echo —, organ-stops. [ME, f. OF 
cornet, dim. of Rom. *corno f. L cornu 
horn] 

corn'et'2, n. White head-dress of Sister of 
Charity; || (formerly) fifth commissioned 
officer in cavalry troop, who carried the 
colours (from obs. sense pennon, standard), 
whence ~cy n. [f. F cornette dim. of 
come f. Rom. *corna f. L cornua horns ] 

corn'icle, n. (Arehit.) horizontal moulded 
projection crowning a building etc., esp. 
uppermost member of entablature of an 

For compounds of co- not given consult co-, 
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order, surmounting frieze; ornamental 
moulding round wall of room just below 
ceiling; (Mountaineering) overhanging 
mass of hardened snow at edge of preci¬ 
pice. Hence ~ed2 (-st) a. [cornice, -ish 
f. F (16th c. -ice, -ise, -iche), f. It. cornice, 
prob. f. L cornix -ic- crow] 

cornif'erous, a. (geol.). Producing or 
containing hornstone. [f. L cornifer horn- 
-bearing (cornu horn, see -ferous)] 

Corn'ish, a. & n. 1. Of Cornwall; ~ 
boiler, cylindrical flue-boiler; ~ chough, 

pasty1; ~ Riviera, coastal region of 
Cornwall, esp. the south coast. 2. n. The 
~ language (extinct since 18th c.). [ -ish 1 ] 

corndp'ean. See cornet1. 

cdrn'stone, n. Mottled red and green 
limestone, subordinate bed in Old Red 
Sandstone formation, [corn 1 ] 

cornucop'i|a, n. (pi. -as). Horn of plenty; 
goat’s horn represented in art as over¬ 
flowing with flowers, fruit, and corn; 
ornamental vessel shaped like this; over¬ 
flowing store, whence ~an a. [LL, f. L 
cornu copiae horn of plenty ] 

cornut'ed, a. Having horns or horn-like 
projections, [f. obs. cornuie f. L cornutus 
(cornu horn) + -ED1 ] 

cdrn'y1, a. Of, abounding in, corn. [-Y2] 
corn'y2, a. Of, having, corns; (si., of 
jokes etc.) out of date, old-fashioned. 
[CORN1 +-Y2] 

Coroll'a,n.(bot.). Whorl of leaves (petals), 
separate or combined, forming inner 
envelope of flower. Hence corollA'CEOus 
(-a'shws) a. [L, dim. of corona crown] 

coroll'ary, n. Proposition appended to 
one already demonstrated, as inference 
from it; immediate deduction; natural 
consequence, result, [f. L corollarimn 
money paid for chaplet, gratuity, neut. 
adj. f. prec., -ary1] 

corSn'a1, n. (pi. -ae). 1. Small disc of 
light round sun or moon; similar disc 
opposite sun, anthelion ; halo of white 
light seen around disc of moon in total 
eclipse of sun (now known to belong to 
sun). 2. Circular chandelier hung from 
roof of a church. 3. (archit.). Member 
of cornice, with broad vertical face, usu. 
of considerable projection. 4. (anat.). 
Various crown-like parts of body. 5. 
(bot.). Appendage on top of seed or inner 
side of corolla. 6. Brush discharge of 
electricity. [L, = crown] 

coron'a2, n. A brand of Havana cigar. 
[Sp.; P] 

|| co'ronach (-ay), n. Funeral-song, dirge, 
in Scottish Highlands and Ireland. [Ir., 
= Gael. corranach(comh- together + ranach 
outcry) ] 

co'ronall, n. Circlet (esp. of gold or gems) 
for the head; wreath, garland. [MB, app. 
f. AF *coro(u)nal f. coroune crown 1-F-al] 

coron'al2 (also kQ-), a. (Ana,t.) ~ suture, 
transverse suture of skull separating 
frontal bone (~ bone) from parietal bones; 
of the crown of the head; (Bot.) of a 

corona. [F, or f. L coronalis (corona1, see 

-AL)] 
co'ronary, a. (anat.). Resembling, en¬ 
circling like, a crown (~ arteries, those 
that supply the tissues of the heart with 
blood; ~ thrombosis), [f. L coronarius 
(corona crown, -aiiy1)] 

co'ronate, -ated, aa. (bot. & zool.). 
Furnished with a corona or crown- 
-shaped part. [f. L coronare (corona 1, see 
-ATE2)] 

corona'tion, n. Ceremony of crowning 
sovereign or sovereign’s consort; ~-oa,th, 
taken by sovereign at ~. [ME, f. OF f. 
med. L coronationem (as prec., -ation)] 

co'roner, n. Officer of county, district, or 
municipality, holding inquest on bodies 
of persons supposed to have died by 
violence or accident; ~’s inquest, inquiry 
held by ~’s court as to cause of death; 
official holding inquiry in cases of treasure 
trove; (orig.) officer charged with main¬ 
taining rights of private property of 
crown. Hence ~sihp n. [ME, f. AF 
cor(o)uner f. coroune crown, see -er2(2)] 

co'ronet, n. Small crown (implying dig¬ 
nity inferior to that of sovereign); fillet 
of precious materials, esp. as decorative 
part of woman’s head-dress; garland; 
(Anat.) lowest part of horse's pastern, 
[f. OF coronette dim. of corone crown] 

co'roneted, a. Wearing a coronet (esp. as 
belonging to peerage), [-ed2] 

coron'oid, a. (anat.). Curved like crow’s 
beak (of processes of bones), [f. Gk korone 
crow -I- -oid ] 

coroz'5, n. (pi. -os). S.-American tree, 
allied to palms; ~-nvt, its seed, from 
which vegetable ivory is made, [native] 

corp'oralx, a. Of the human body, as ~ 
punishment; personal; (arch.) ~ oath, 
one ratified by touching a sacred object. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF f. L cor- 
poralis (corpus -oris body, see -Al)] 

corp'oral2, -as, n. Cloth on which con¬ 
secrated elements are placed during cele¬ 
bration of mass. [14th c. -at, f. med. L 
corporate (sc. pallium) body cloth (as 
prec.); so OF corporaus, whence ME -aus, 
later corporas] 

corp'oral3, n. Non-commissioned officer 
ranking below sergeant (the little C~, 
Napoleon I); II ship’s ~, officer attending 
to police matters under master-at-arms, 
[obs. F, var. of caporal f. It. caporale 
prob. f. L corporalis (as prec.) confused 
w. capo head] 

coi poral'ity, n. Material existence; body; 
(pi.) bodily matters, wants, etc. [ME, f. 
LL corporalitas (as corporal1, see -ty)] 

corp'orate, a. Forming a body politic or 
corporation, as ~ body, body ~; ~ town 
(having municipal rights); forming one 
body of many individuals; of, belonging 
to, a body politic. Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv. 
[f. L corporare form into a body (corpus 
-oris), see -ate2] 

cdrpora'tion, n. United body of persons, 
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esp. one authorized to act as an indi¬ 
vidual; artificial person created hy 
charter, prescription, or act of the legis¬ 
lature, comprising many persons 
aggregate) or one (~ sole); municipal ~, 
civic authorities of borough, town, or city; 
(colloq.) abdomen, esp. when prominent, 
[f. LL corporatio (as prec., see -ation)] 

corp'orative, a. Of a corporation, [f. 
CORPORATE H--IVE] 

cdrp'orator, n. Member of a corporation. 
[as corporate, see -OR] 

cdrpdr'eal, a. Bodily; material; (Law) 
tangible, as ~ hereditament (of material 
objects). Hence ~ity (-aF) n.,~LY2 adv. 

[f. LL corporealis f. L corporeus (corpus 
■oris body) + -AL] 

corporeity, n. Quality of being or having 
a material body; bodily substance, [f. 
med. L corporeitas (as prec., see -ty)] 

corp'osant (-z-), n. Ball of light some¬ 
times seen on ship during storm, St 
Elmo’s fire. [f. OSp., It. corpo santo — L 
corpus sanctum holy body] 

corps (kor), n. (pi. same, pr. korz). 1. 
= army ~. 2. Body of troops for special 
(medical, ordnance, intelligence, etc.) 
service. 3. A students’ society in a Ger¬ 
man university. 4. ~ d’armie (ifirna'), 
army ~; ~ de ballet (see Ap.), the com¬ 
pany of dancers in a ballet; C'~ diploma¬ 
tique (deplomahtek'), all the ambassa¬ 
dors & attaches of foreign states at a 
Court or capital. [F (as foil.)] 

corpse, n. Bead (usu. human) body; ~- 
-candle, lambent flame seen in churchyard 
or over grave, regarded as omen of death. 
[ME corps, var. sp. of cors (corse), f. OF 
cors (mod. corps) f. L corpus body] 

corp'ul|ent, a. Bulky (of body); fat. So 
~ence, -ency, nn. [ME, f. L corpulentus 
(corpus body, see -ulent)] 

cdrp'us, n. (pi. -pora). Body, collection, 
of writings; ~ juris (jooris), body of 
law; ~ delicti (dilik'ti), all that goes to 
make a breach of law; (Physiol.) struc¬ 
ture of special character in the animal 
body; C~ Christi (kris'ti), Feast of the 
body of Christ (Thursday after Trinity 
Sunday). [L, = body] 

corp'uscle (-si), cdrpus'cule (-kill), n. 
Minute body forming distinct part of the 
organism, esp. (pi.) those constituting 
large part of the blood in vertebrates; 
atom (esp. of electricity), [f. L corpuscu- 
lum (as prec., see -cure)] 

cbrpus'cular, a. Of corpuscles or atoms; 
~ (emission) theory of light, [as prec. +-AR1] 

corral', n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. Pen for horses, 
cattle, etc. (in U.S. & Span. Amer.); 
defensive enclosure of wagons in en¬ 
campment ; enclosure for capturing wild 
animals. 2. v.t. Form (wagons) into ~, 
confine in ~; ‘(colloq.) get hold of. [f. Sp. 
corral; cf. kraal] 

correct'1, v.t. Set right, amend; sub¬ 

stitute right for (wrong); mark errors in 
(proof-sheet etc.) for amendment; ad¬ 
monish (person); cure (person) of fault; 
punish (person, fault); counteract (hurt¬ 
ful quality); bring into accordance with 
standard (reading of barometer etc.). 
[ME, f. L COR(rigere reel- = regere guide)] 

correct'2, a. True, accurate; right, 
proper, (of conduct, manners, etc.); in 
accordance with a good standard (of 
taste etc.). Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[F, as prec.] 

correction, n. Correcting; I speak under 
~, I may be wrong; thing substituted for 
what is wrong; punishment, as house of ~ 
(bridewell). Hence ~al (-sho-) a. [ME, f. 
OF f. L correctionem (as prec., see -ion)] 

correc'titude, n. Correctness esp. of con¬ 
duct. [mod., = correct + rectitude] 

corrective, a. & n. (Thing) serving, 
tending, to correct or counteract what 
is harmful. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv. [F 
as correct1, see -ive; cf. LL correctivus] 

corrector, n. One who corrects; censor, 
critic; II ~ of the press, proof-reader; one 
who punishes. [ME, f. AF coreclour f. L 
correctorem (as correct1, see -OR)] 

co'rrelate1, n. Each of two related things 
(esp. so related that one implies the other), 
[f. as foil.] 

co'rrelate2, v.i. & t. Have a mutual re¬ 
lation (with, to); bring (thing) into such 
relation (with another), [app. suggested 
by earlier correlation, correlative (16th c.)] 

correl'ative, a. & n. Having a mutual 
relation (with, to); analogous; (Gram., of 
words) corresponding to each other & 
regularly used together, e.g. either & or; 
(n.) ~ word or thing. Hence or cogn. 
correla'tiON n., ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., cor- 

relativ'iTY n. [f. med. L correlalivus 
(-ive); cf. F corr&latif] 

correspond', v.i. Be in harmony (with, 
to); be similar, analogous, (to); agree in 
amount, position, etc. (to); communicate 
by interchange of letters (with); ~ing 
member (of learned society etc.), honorary 
non-resident member with no voice in the 
society’s affairs. Hence ~ingLY2 adv. [f. 
F correspondre f. med. L COR(respondere 
RESPOND)-] 

correspondence, n. Agreement, har¬ 
mony, (with, to; between two); communi¬ 
cation by letters; letters; ~ school (in¬ 
structing by ~, and conducting— courses). 
[ME, f. OF f. med. L correspondentia (as 
prec., see -ence] 

correspondent, n. & a. One who writes 
letters (to person or newspaper, esp. one 
employed for that purpose, as our New 
York —, war—); person, firm, having 
regular business relations with another 
esp. in another country; (adj.) corre¬ 
sponding (to, with, or abs.), whence ~ly2 
adv. [ME, f. OF, orf. med. L as prec., see 
-ENT] 

For compounds of co- not given consult co-. 
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co'rridor, n. Main passage in large build¬ 
ing, on which many rooms open; outside 
passage connecting parts of building; 
(Pol.) strip of a State’s territory that runs 
through that of another & secures access 
to the sea etc.; || ~ train (with narrow 
passage from end to end). [F, f. It. 
corridore corridor for corridoio (correre 
run+ -orio -ory) by confus. w. corridore 
runner] 

II co'rrie, n. (Sc.). Circular hollow on 
mountain side. [f. Gael, coire cauldron] 

cSrrigen'dum, n. (pi. -da). Thing to 
be corrected (esp. fault in printed book). 
[L (as CORRECT1)] 

co'rrigible, a. Capable of being corrected; 
(of persons) submissive, open, to correc¬ 
tion. [ME, f. OF (as correct1, see -ble)] 

corriv'al, n. ■= rival. [F (as cor-, rival)] 

corrob'orant, a. & n. Strengthening 
(medicine); corroborating (fact). [F, or 
as foil., see -ant] 

corrob'or|ate, v.t. Confirm formally 
(law etc.); confirm (person, statement) by 
evidence etc. Hence or cogn. ~ativE, 

~atORY, aa., ~atOR n. [f. L cor(roborare 
f. robur -oris hard wood) strengthen, 
-ATE 3 ] 

corrobora'tion, n. Confirmation by fur¬ 
ther evidence. [F, or f. LL corroboratio 
(as prec., see -ation)] 

corrob'oree, n. Native dance of Austra¬ 
lian aborigines, [native ] 

corrode', v.t. & i. Wear away, destroy 
gradually (of rust, chemical agents, 
diseases, & fig.); (v.i.) decay. So cor- 
ro'siON (-zhn) n. [ME, f. L cor(rodere ros- 
gnaw) ] 

corros'ive, a. & n. (Thing) tending to 
corrode (lit. & fig.); ~ sublimate, (Com- 
merc.) mercuric chloride, a strong acrid 
poison. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~NESS 

(-vn-) n. [ME, f. OF corosif, -ive, as 
corrode, see -ive] 

co'rrugate (-db-), v.t. & i. Contract into 
wrinkles or folds (t. & i.); mark with, 
bend into, ridges, as iron. Hence or 
cogn. corrugA'noN (-db-) n. [f. L cor- 

(rugare f. ruga wrinkle), -ate3] 
co'rrugator (-db-), n. Muscle that con¬ 
tracts the brow in frowning, [mod. L as 
prec., see -or] 

corrupt' \ a. Rotten; depraved, wicked; 
influenced by bribery; (of language, 
texts, etc.) vitiated by errors or altera¬ 
tions; ~ practices, forms of bribery esp. 
at elections. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~NESS n. 
[ME, f. OF cor(r)upt or L COR(rum.pcre 
ru.pt- break)] 

corrupt'2, v.t. & i. Infect, taint, (lit. & 
fig.); bribe; destroy purity of (language); 
become corrupt. So corrup'tivE a. [ME, 
f. prec., replacing (now obs.) corrump] 

corrup'ti|ble, a. Liable to corruption, 
perishable; capable of moral corruption. 
Hence or cogn. ~bil'ity n., ~bLY2 adv. 
[ME, f. LL corruptibilis (corrupt1, -ble)] 

corruption, n. Decomposition; moral 

Corybant 
deterioration; use of corrupt practices 
(bribery etc.); perversion (of language 
etc.) from its original state; deformation 
(of word); (Law) ~ of blood, effect of 
attainder upon person attainted. [ME, f. 
OF, or f. L corruptio (as prec., see -ion)] 

cdrs'ac, -ak, n. (zool.). Tartar fox. 
[Turki] 

cors'age (-ahzli or -lj), n. Bodice or waist 
of woman’s dress; “bouquet (to be) worn, 
orig. at waist. [ME, f. OF (cors body, see 
CORTSE & -AGE)] 

cdrs'air, n. Privateer, privateering vessel, 
esp. of Barbary; a pirate, [f. F corsaire f. 
med. L cursarius {cursus -iis inroad, f. 
currere run, -ary1)] 

corse, n. (arch., poet.). See corpse. 

edrs'et, n. Woman’s closely fitting inner 
bodice stiffened with whalebone & 
fastened by lacing, stays. Hence ~ed2 a,. 

[ME, f. OF, dim. of cors body, see 
corpse] 

cors'let, -selet (-si-), n. Piece of armour 
covering body; garment (usu. tight- 
-fitting) covering body as distinct from 
limbs; (Zool.) insect’s thorax, part be¬ 
tween head & abdomen. [OF, as prec., 
see -let] 

cortege (kortazh'), n. Train of attend¬ 
ants ; (esp. funeral) procession. [F] 

Cort'Ss, n. pi. Two chambers making 
legislative assembly of Spain or Portugal. 
[Sp., Port.] 

cort'ex, n. (pi. -tices). Bark; outer grey 
matter of brain, outer part of kidney. 
[L cortex -icis bark] 

cort'ical, a. (Bot.) of the bark or rind; 
(Anat., Zool.) forming the outer part of 
animal body or organ, [f. as prec. +-AL] 

cdrt'icate, -ated, aa. Having bark; 
bark-like. [f. L corticatus (as prec., see 
-ATE2)] 

cdrt'isone, n. One of a group of hormones 
produced by the cortex of the suprarenal 
gland. [P] 

corun'dum, n. Crystallized mineral of 
same species as sapphire & ruby, blue, 
grey, brown, black; mineral species of 
crystallized alumina, [f. Tamil kurun- 
dxim ] 

co'ruscate, v.i. Sparkle, flash, (lit., & fig. 
of wit etc.). So corus'cANT a., corusc.A- 
tion n. [f. L coruscare, see -ate3] 

edrvee' (-va), n. (feudal). Day’s work of 
unpaid labour due by vassal; statute 
labour, e.g. that exacted of French 
peasants before 1776. [ME, f. OF f. med. 
L *corrogata (sc. opera) f. cor(rogare ask)] 

corvette', n. (naut.). Flush-decked war- 
-vessel with one tier of guns (hist.); small 
fast naval escort-vessel. [F, f. MDu. 
korf kind of ship, -f dim. -ette] 

cdbv'ine, a. Of, akin to, the raven or 
crow. [f. L corvinus (corvus raven, see 
-INE1)] 

Co'rybant, n. (pi. -s, -es). Priest of Phry¬ 
gian worship of Cybele, performed with 
extravagant dances. Hence Coryban- 
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tiAN, Coryban'tic, Coryban'tiNE, aa. 
[ME, f. L f. Gk Korubas -bant-] 

Go'rydon, n. Typical rustic in pastoral 
poetry. [L, f. Gk Korudon] 

co'rymb, n. (bot.). Species of inflores¬ 
cence; raceme in which lower fiower- 
-stalks are proportionally longer. Hence 
~ose'1 a. [f. L f. Gk korumbos cluster] 

coryphae'us, n. (pi. -aei pr. -e'i). Leader 
of a chorus (also fig.). [L, f. Gk koruphaios 
(koruphe head)] 

co'ryphee ( fa), n. A leading dancer in a 
ballet. [F, as prec.] 

coryz'a, n. Catarrh. [LL, f. Gk koruza 
running at nose ] 

c5s\ n. (Also Cos lettuce) kind of lettuce 
introduced from Cos (now Stanchio). [f. 
Gk fcos] 

cos2, n. Abbr. of cosine. 
cose (-z), y.i. Make oneself cosy, [back 
formation on cosy, cf. laze f. lazy] 

cSsfic'ant, n. (trig.). Secant of comple¬ 
ment of given angle (abbr. cosec.). 
[co-] 

coseis'mal (-siz-), a. & n. (Line or curve 
connecting points) of simultaneous shock 
from earthquake wave, [co-] 

I! cosh, n., & v.t., (si.). Bludgeon, life- 
-preserver (~-boy, youth or man armed 
with ~); (v.t.) strike with[orig. unkn.] 

cosh'er, v.t. Pamper, cocker up. [orig. 
unkn. ] 

co-sig'natory, a. & n. (Person) signing 
jointly with others, [co-] 

cd'sine, n. (trig.). Sine of complement of 
given angle (abbr. cds). [co-] 

cosmet'ic (-z-), a. & n. (Preparation) 
designed to beautify hair, skin, or com¬ 
plexion. [f. Gk kosmetikos (kosmeo adorn 
f. kosmos order, adornment, see -etic)] 

cos'mic (-z-), a. Of the universe or cosmos 
(esp. as distinguished from the earth); 
~ philosophy, = foil.; ~ rays, radiations 
that reach the earth equally from all 
directions, characterized by enormous 
voltages and high penetrative power. 
Hence ~al a., ~alLY2 adv. [f. Gk kos- 
mikos (kosmos world, see -IC) ] 

cos'mism (-z-), n. Conception of the 
cosmos as a self-acting whole. So cos'm- 
IST n. [COSMOS1 +-ISM] 

cosmo- in comb. = Gk kosmos universe, 
as -geny, evolution of the universe, -logy, 
-logist, -lo'gical, science of, student of, 
concerned with, the universe, -plas'tic, 
moulding the universe, 

cosmdg'only (-z-), n. (Theory of) the 
creation of the universe. So cosmogon¬ 
ic^!) aa., ~ist(3) n., (-Z-). [f. Gk kosmogo- 
nia (cosmo- + -gonia f. -gonos -beget¬ 
ting)] 

cosmog'raphy (-z-), n. Description, 
mapping, of general features of universe 
or earth. So cosmoG'RAJPHER n., cosmo- 
graphTc(al) aa., (-z-). [f. Gk kosmo- 
graphia, see cosmo-, -graphy] 

cosmop olis (-z-), n. A cosmopolitan 
city. [f. cosmo-+Gk polls city] 

cosmopolitan (-z-), a. & n. Belonging to 
all parts of the world; (person) free from 
national limitations. Hence ~ISM n., 
~ize v.t. & i., (-z-). [f. foil. + -an] 

cosmop'olitle (-z-), n. & a. Citizen of the 
world; (adj.) free from national preju¬ 
dices. Hence ~ism n. [f. Gk kosmopolites 
(cosmo- +politcs citizen)] 

cosmopolit'ical (-z-), a. Belonging to 
universal polity, [f. prec.+-ICAL] 

cosmora'ma (-z-; -ah-), n. Peep-show 
illustrating all parts of the world. Hence 
cosmoramic a. [f. cosmo- -f-Gk horama 
spectacle (horao see) ] 

cos'mos1 (-z-), n. The universe as an 
ordered whole; ordered system of ideas, 
etc., sum-total of experience, [f. Gk 
kosmos ] 

cos'mos2 (-z-), n. Plant bearing single 
dahlia-like blossoms of various colours, 
[f. Gk kosmos ornament) 

Coss'ack, n. Member of a people of south - 
-eastern Russia, esp. as light horse in 
Russian army; ~ post, military outpost 
of a few mounted men. [f. F cosaque f. 
Turki quzeaq adventurer] 

coss'6t, n., & v.t. Pet lamb; (v.t.) pet, 
pamper, [(vb f. n.) perh. = OE cotseeta 
cot-sitter (i.e. animal brought up in 
house)] 

cost1 (kaw-, k6-), n. Price (to be) paid for 
thing; prime ~ (also ~ price), that at 
which merchant buys; (pi.) law expenses, 
esp. those allowed in favour of winning 
party; expenditure of time, labour, etc.; 
at ~, at the initial ~; at all ~s, cost what 
it may; at the ~ of, at the expense of 
losing; count the ~, consider the risks 
before action; to a person’s ~, to his loss; 
~ accountant, clerk, one who records 
every item of (esp. overhead) expenses 
in a business concern (with a view to 
checking wasteful expenditure); ~-6oo/c 
(showing expenses, profit, etc., of mine). 
Hence ~'less a. [ME, f. OF cost, coust 
f. Rom. *costo f. * costare (foil.)] 

cost2 (kaw-, k5-), v.i. & t. (cost). Be ac¬ 
quirable at, involve expenditure of, as ~ 
him five shillings, ~ the writer infinite 
labour; result in the loss of, as ~ him his 
crown; ~ him dear(ly), involved a heavy 
penalty; (Commerc.) fix price of. The 
person is indirect object, the price is ex¬ 
pressed adverbially, in being understood. 
[ME, f. OF coster, couster f. Rom. * costare 
f. L con (stare stand) stand firm, stand at 
a price ] 

cos'tal, a. Of the ribs. [F, f. L costa rib; 
see -al; cf. LL costalis] 

cos'tard, n. 11 Large kind of apple; 
(arch.) head. [ME, perh. f. OFcoste rib (as 
prec.,) -f-ard] 

cos'tate, a. Ribbed, having ribs. [f. L 
costatus (costa rib, see -ate2)] 

For compounds of co- not given consult co-, 
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II costean , -een, v.i. (mining). Sink pits 
down to rock to find direction of lode, 
[f. Corn, cothas stean dropped tin] 

II cos'ter(monger) (-tingg-), n. Man who 
sells fruit, fish, etc., from barrow in street. 
[COSTAIIP, MONGER] 

cos'tive, a. With confined bowels, con¬ 
stipated; (fig.) niggardly. Hence ~ness 

(-vn-) n. [ME costif f. OF costive f. L 
constipatus constipated ] 

cost'lly (kaw-, k5-), a. Of great value; 
expensive. Hence ~iness n. [-ly 1 ] 

cost'mary, n. Aromatic perennial plant, 
formerly used in medicine & for flavour¬ 
ing ale. [OE cost f. L f. Gk kostos +(St) 
Mary] 

cost'fime (also -turn'), n., & v.t. Style, 
fashion of dress or attire (including way 
of wearing hair); complete set of outer 
garments; ~ jewellery, artificial jewellery 
worn for decorative purposes; ~ piece, 
play in which actors wear historical ~; 
(v.t.) provide with [F, f. It. costume f. 
L consuetudinem custom] 

costum'ier, -iim'er, n. Maker of, dealer 
in, costumes. [F (-icr) as prcc., see -eer] 

cos'y (-z-), -zy, a. & n. Comfortable, snug, 
(of person or place); (n.) canopied corner 
seat for two (cf. F causevse); tea, egg, —, 
quilted covering to retain heat in teapot, 
egg. Hence cSs'Ir, y 2 adv., cos'Iness n., 
(-Z-). [etym. unkn.] 

cot1, n., & v.t. (-tt-). Small erection for 
shelter, as bell-, sheep-, ~ ; (poet.) cottage; 
(v.t.) put (sheep) in~. [OE cot, — MDu., 
MLG, ON kot, f. Gmc *kulom, cogn. w. 
cote] 

cot2, n. (Anglo-Ind.) light bedstead; 
(Naut.) swinging bed for officers, sick 
persons, etc.; || small (usu. swinging) bed 
for child; bed in children’s hospital. 
[Anglo-Ind., f. Hind. khat bedstead, bier] 

cot3, n. Abbr. of foil, 
cotan'gent (-j-), n. (trig.). Tangent of 
complement of given angle (abbr. col). 
[C0-] 

cote, n. Shed, stall, shelter, esp. for 
animals as dove-, hen-, sheep-, ~. [OE 
cote = MLG kole, f. Gmc. *kuton, cogn. 
w. cot1] 

co-temporary etc. See contemporary etc. 
co-ten'ant, n. Joint tenant. [CO-] 
cot'erie, n. Circle, set, of persons 
associated by exclusive interests; select 
circle in society. [F, orig. = association 
of country people, f. cotier cottar, see -ery ] 

cStdtm'inous, a. Var. of conterminous. 

[C0-] 
cothul'n'us, n. (pi. -ni). Buskin, thick- 

-soled boot of Athenian tragic actor (also 
fig., of elevated style etc.). [L, f. Gk 
kothornos ] 

c5-tid'al, a. ~ line on map (connecting 
places at which high water occurs at 
same time), [co-] 

cotill'ion, -lion, (-lyon), n. Name of 
several dances; music for these. [F 
(-lion), = petticoat] 

cotoneas'ter, n. (Kinds of) small tree or 
shrub of N. Europe, resembling haw¬ 
thorn and bearing rose-red berries, [f. L 
cotonea quince + -aster] 

cott'a, n. Short surplice. [It., see coat] 

cott'age, n. Labourer’s or villager’s 
small dwelling; small country residence; 
~ hospital (in ~, without resident medical 
staff); ~ loaf of bread (of two round 
masses, smaller on top of larger); ~ 
piano (small upright). [ME, f. AF •colage, 
f. cot1, cote, see -age] 

cott'ager (-U-), n. Inhabitant of a cottage. 
[-ER1] 

II cott'ar, -er1, n. Scots peasant occupy¬ 
ing cottage on farm, and labouring on 
farm at fixed rate when required; = 
cottier, [partly f. med. L cotarius (see 
cottier), partly (16th c.) f. cot1, see -ar2, 

-er2] 

cott'er2, n. Key, wedge, bolt, for securing 
parts of machinery etc.; esp., split pin 
that opens after passing through hole; 
■—-pin, pin to keep ~ in place, [also, 
earlier, cotterel; orig. unkn. ] 

II cott'ier, n. Cottager; Irish peasant 
holding under ~ tenure (letting of land in 
small portions at rent fixed by competi¬ 
tion). [ME, f. OF cotier, in med. L 
cotarius f. cota; see cot1, cote, -ier, 

-ER2] 

cott'onl, n. White downy fibrous sub¬ 
stance clothing seeds of —-plant, used 
for making cloth, thread, etc.; —plant; 
thread spun from ~ yarn (also selling—); 
cloth made of ~; gun—; —-cake, 
compressed ~ seed as food for cattle; 
'—-grass, kinds of plant with white silky 
hairs; || —-lord, magnate of ~ trade; ~- 
-spinner, workman who spins ~, owner 
of ~ mill: •—-tail, common American 
rabbit, with white fluffy tail; ~ waste, 
refuse yarn used for cleaning machinery 
etc.; II ~ wool, raw ~, esp. as prepared for 
wadding; ~ yarn, — prepared for weaving 
into fabrics. Hence ~y2 a. [ME coto(u)n 
f. OF colon f. Arab, qutun] 

cott'on2, v.i. Agree, harmonize, (together, 
■with each other); ~ up, make friendly ad¬ 
vances (to or abs.); become attached to; 
— on to (person, thing), take to him, it; 
~ on (to), (si.) understand, [f. prec.] 

cottonoc'racy, n. The magnates of the 
cotton trade. So Cottonop'olis n. (joc.), 
Manchester, [cotton 1 + -o- + -cracy, Gk 
polis city ] 

cotyled'on, n. Primary leaf in embryo of 
higher plants, seed-leaf; kinds of plants 
including navelwort or pennywort. [L, 
f. Gk kotuledon cup-shaped cavity (kotule 
cup)] 

cotyled'onous, a. Having cotyledons. 
[-OUS] 

cot'yloid, a. (anat.). Cup-shaped, [f. Gk 
kotuloeides (kotule cup, see -OID)] 

couch1, n. Bed; thing one sleeps on; 
lounge like sofa, but with half-hack 
and head-end only; (Malting) bed in 
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which grain germinates after steeping. 
[ME & OF couche f. coucher (foil.)] 

couch2, y.t. & i. Lay oneself down (now 
ouly in p.p.); (Malting) lay (grain) on 
floor to germinate; lower (spear etc.) to 
position of attack; remove (cataract; 
also~person, person’s eye, for cataract); 
express (thought etc. in words); veil 
(meaning under words); (of animals) lie 
(esp. in lair); crouch, cower; lie in am¬ 
bush. [ME, f. OF coucher f. L coL(locare 
place) 1 

couch3 (kow-, kbo-), n. (More usu. — 
-grass) kind of grass with long creeping 
roots, a common weed. [var. of quitch] 

couch'ant, a. (her.). (Of animals) lying 
with body resting on legs and head 
raised. [F, part, as couch2; see -ant] 

Coudism (kdb'aizru), n. Systematic auto¬ 
suggestion of a sanguine kind. [Emile 
Coui, French psychologist (d. 1926), 
+ -ISM] 

coug'ar (kbo-), n. Large American felino 
quadruped, puma. [f. F couguar repr. 
Guarani guazu ara] 

cough1 (kawf, kbf), n. Act of coughing; 
tendency to cough, diseased condition 
of respiratory organs; ~-drop, -lozenge, 
medicated sweet to relieve —. [f. foil. ] 

cough2 (as pree.), v.i. & t. Expel air from 
lungs with violent effort and noise pro¬ 
duced by abrupt opening of glottis; 
(trans.) ~ out, up, eject by, say with, 
cough; ~ down, silence (speaker) by 
~ing; ~ up (si.), blurt out, say with 
reluctance, bring out, produce. [ME 
coglie, cowhe, rel. to OE cohhetan, MDu. 
cuchen, MHO kuchen (G keuchen), of imit. 
orig. ] 

could. See can2. 
couleur' de rose' (kbblbt; -z), a. & n. 

= ROSE-colour(ed). [F] 
coulisse (koblos'), n. (Usu. pi.) rvings in 
theatre; space between two of these; 
groove in which sluice-gate moves. [F] 

couloir (kool'wahr), n. Steep gully on 
mountain side. [F] 

coulomb (kbblbm'), n. Quantity of elec¬ 
tricity conveyed in one second by current 
of one ampere, [de C~, French physicist 
(d. 1806)] 

coul'ter (kol-), *col-, n. Iron blade fixed 
in front of share in plough. [OE culler f. 
L culler ] 

coum'arin (koo-), n. Aromatic crystal¬ 
line substance found in seeds of Tonka 
bean etc. [f. F coumarine (cwina.nl, name 
in Guiana of Tonka bean, see -in) ] 

coun'cil, n. Ecclesiastical assembly, as 
oecumenical, diocesan, ~; (N.T.) Jewish 
Sanhedrin; advisory or deliberative 
assembly, as (hist.) Great C~, ~ of 
tenants-in-cliief & great ecclesiastics 
(last summoned in 1640), cabinet ~ ; body 
of councillors, II as privy ~ (the King, 
Queen, Crown, in C'~, Privy C~ as issuing 

count 

Orders in C~ or receiving appeal petitions 
from colonies etc.), C~ of Slate (of foreign 
countries); II body assisting governor of 
British crown colony or dependency; 
local administrative body of town, city, 
or administrative county, as County C~; 
C~ of War, assembly of officers called 
in special emergency, (in some foreign 
countries) permanent military board; ~- 
-board, table at which— sits, ~ in session; 
—chamber, room in which ~ meets; 
~-house, building in which ~ meets, (also) 
house built by a municipal [This form 
represents OF cuncile f. L concilium con¬ 
vocation, assembly, f. calare summon (cf. 
Gk kalein)-, the form counsel repr. OF 
cunseil f. L consilium advice. From ME 
both spellings were interchangeable; in 
16th c. began the different, acc. to vvh. 
council = any deliberative body, coun¬ 
sel = act of counselling, advice, &c. ] 

coun'cillor, n. Member of a (town etc.) 
council. Hence ~ship n. [16th-c. 
different, f. counsellor; see council] 

coun'sel1, n. Consultation; take ~, 
consult (with or abs.); advice; (Theol.) ~ 
of perfection, injunction (orig. of Christ or 
Apostles) not regarded as universally 
binding (Matt. xix. 21); plan; keep one’s 
(own) or another’s ~ (secret); body of 
legal advisers in cause; barrister; Queen’s, 
King’s, C~ (abbr. Q.C., K.C.), ~ to 
the crown, taking precedence of other 
barristers. [ME, repr. OF con-, cunseil f. 
L consilium consultation, advice, rel. 
to consulere (cf. consul), consultare con¬ 

sult. See council] 

coun'sel2, v.t. (-11-). Advise (person to do); 
recommend (thing, that). [ME conseil f. 
OF conseiller f. L consiliari (as prec.)] 

coun'sellor, n. Adviser; (also —at-law) 
advising barrister (now arch, in England). 
[ME counseiller, -our, f. OF ccmseillere, 
-ecrr, f. as counsel1 + -er2, -or; cf. med. L 
eonsiliaris, -ator ] 

count1, n. Counting; one’s reckoning 
(keep, lose, ~, be aware, fail to know, 
how many there have been); sum total; 
(Law) each charge in an indictment; 
~-down, counting of seconds before a 
missile etc. is fired; II (H. of Commons) 

~, adjournment when fewer than 
40 members arc present; ~-ouf (Boxing), 
counting of 10 sec. to give fallen man 
time to rise, failing which he loses the 
match. [ME, f. OF conte f. LL com¬ 
putus (as foil.)] 

count2, v.t. & i. Enumerate, reckon up; 
repeat numerals in order; ~ up, find the 
sum of; ~ out, ~ while taking from a 
stock; (of boxer) be ~ed out, fail to rise 
in time (see prec.); ||~ out the House, 
procure adjournment (as prec.); include 
in reckoning; consider (a thing) to be (so 
& so); ~ on, upon, expect confidently; be 
included In reckoning, as that does not ~; 

For compounds of co- not given consult CO-. 
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~ for, be worth (much etc.); (Sc.) ~ kin 
(with), be demonstrably related (to). 
[ME, t. OF conler f. L computare compute ] 

count3, n. Foreign noble corresp. to earl; 
~ palatine. Hence ~'ship n. [f. OF 
conte f. Jj comitem (nom. -mes) com¬ 
panion] 

count'enance1, n. Expression of face, as 
change (one’s) ~ (from emotion), keep 
one’s ~, maintain composure, esp. refrain 
from laughing; face; composure, as put 
out of ~, disconcert, keep (person) in ~ 
(usu. by show of support). [ME, f. OF 
contenance f. L conlinenlia (as contain, 
see -ence)] 

count'enance2, v.t. Sanction (act); en¬ 
courage (person, practice, person in prac¬ 
tice). [f. prec.] 

coun'ter1, n. 1. Small (usu. round) piece 
of metal, ivory, etc., used for keeping ac¬ 
count in games, esp. cards; imitation 
coin. 2. Banker’s table; table in shop on 
which money is counted out & across 
which goods are delivered; ~-jumper, 
(derog.) shopman, [f. AF conl(e)our, OF 
-(e)oir, f. med. L computatorium (as com¬ 
pute, see -ory(2))] 

coun'ter2, n. Part of horse’s breast be¬ 
tween shoulders and under neck; curved 
part of stern of ship. [orig. unkn. ] 

coun'ter3, n. (fencing). Circular parry in 
which hand retains same position while 
point describes a circle, [f. F conlre 
COUNTER- ] 

coun'ter1, n. (shoemaking). Back part 
of shoe or boot round heel. [abbr. of 
COUNTERFORT] 

coun'ter5, a. Opposed; opposite; dupli¬ 
cate; ~ (rocking turn or rocker), skating 
figure (see rock3), [arising f. combb. w. 
COUNTER- ] 

coun'ter6, v.t. & i. Oppose, contradict; 
(Chess) meet with counter move; (Box¬ 
ing) give (opponent, or abs.) return blow 
while parrying. [ME, partlyf. encounter, 
partly f. counter- ] 

coun'ter7, adv. In the opposite direction, 
as hunt, run, go, ~ (i.e. to direction taken 
by game); contrary, as act, go, ~ (to in¬ 
structions etc.). [ME, f. F conlre 
counter-] 

coun'ter3, n. (Abbr. for) counter rocking 
turn (see rock3). 

coun'ter-, pref. in ME countrc- f. OF f. L 
contra against, in return, orig. in words f. 
OF, F, or It., but now a living prefix of 
vbs, noun3, adjj., and advv., with sense 
(1) reciprocation, opposition, frustration, 
rivalry, (2) opposite position or direction, 
(3) correspondence, match, (of things 
having naturally two opposite parts), 
(4) duplicate, substitute, 

counteract', v.t. Hinder, defeat, by con¬ 
trary action; neutralize. Hence ~ac'tioN 

n.,~ac'tivE a. [counter(I)] 
counter-a'gent, n. Counteracting agent 
or force. [counter-(I) ] 

coun'ter-approach, n. (mil.). Work con¬ 

structed by besieged outside permanent 

fortifications to check besiegers, [coun- 
TER-(l)] 

coun'ter-attack', n., & v.t. & i. Sortie, 
charge, etc., in reply to attack by enemy; 
(v.t. & i.) make ~ (upon), [cocnter- 

(1)1 
coun'ter-attrac'tion, n. Attraction of 
contrary tendency; rival attraction. 
[COUNTER-(l) ] 

counterbalance, n., & v.t. Weight 
balancing another; (v.t.) act as ~ to. 
[COUNTER-(l) ] 

coun'terblast (-ah-), n. Energetic de¬ 
claration against something, [counter- 

(1)1 
counterchange' (-j), v.t. & i. Inter¬ 
change; chequer; (v.i.) change places or 
parts, [f. F contrechanger (see counter-(I) 
and change v.)] 

countercharge, n. Charge in opposition 
to another, charge against accuser. 
[COUNTER-(l) ] 

countercheck, n. Check that opposes a 
thing; check that operates against 
another; (arch.) retort (the ~ quarrel¬ 
some, see As You Like It, v. iv. 85). 
[COUNTER-(l)] 

coun'ter-claim, n. Claim set up against 
another; claim set up by defendant in 
Suit. [COUNTER-(l)] 

counter-clock'wise (-z). See clock1. 
coun'ter-es'pionage (or -ahzh'), n. 
Spying directed against the enemy’s spy 
system. [counter-(I)] 

counterfeit1 (-fit, -fet), a. & n. (Thing) 
made in imitation, not genuine, (of coins, 
writings, persons, etc.). [ME, f. OF 
conlrefet, -fait, p.p. of contrefaire f. Rom. 
*contra- (facere make)] 

counterfeit2 (-fit, -fet), v.t. Imitate; 
forge (coin, bank-notes, handwriting); 
simulate (feelings); (fig.) resemble closely. 
Hence ^-er1 n. [ME, f. prec.] 

counterfoil, n. Complementary part of 
bank cheque, official receipt, etc., with 
note of particulars, retained by drawer. 
[counter-(3)] 

counterfort, n. Buttress supporting wall 
or terrace, [f. F conlrc.fort or It. contra- 
forte (counter-, fort)] 

counter-i'rritant, n. Thing used to pro¬ 
duce surface irritation and thus counter¬ 
act disease (also fig.). So counter- 
- irritation n. [counter-(I)] 

countermand' (-ah-), v.t., & n. Revoke 
(command); recall (person, forces, etc.) 
by contrary order; cancel order for (goods 
etc.); (n.) order revoking previous one. 
[ME, vb f. OF contremander f. med. L 
contra(mandare order) ] 

countermarch, v.i. & t., & n. (Cause to) 
march in the contrary direction, [coun¬ 

ter-^)] 

coun'termtTrk, n. Additional mark, for 
greater security etc.; additional mark on 
bale of goods belonging to several mer¬ 
chants; hallmark added to that of the 
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maker, [f. F conlremarque, see counter- 
(3) & MARK] 

coun'termine, n., & v.t. & i. (Mil.) mine 
made to intercept that of besiegers; sub¬ 
marine mine sunk to explode enemy’s 
mines by its explosion; (flg.) counter¬ 
plot ; (v.t.) oppose by ~; (v.i.) make a 
[counter-(I) ; cf. F conlreminetr), It. 
contramina(re)] 

coun'termure, n. Wall raised within or 
behind another as reserve defence, [f. F 
contremur (It., Sp. contramuro)] 

coun'terpane (-In, -an), n. Outer covering 
of bed, coverlet, quilt, [alt. (w. assim. to 
pane in obs. sense cloth) f. (now obs.) 
counterpoint f. OF contrepointe alt. f. 
cou(l)tepointe f. med. L culcita puncta 
quilted mattress] 

counterpart, n. Duplicate: person, 
thing, forming natural complement to 
another; opposite part of indenture. 
[counter-(3), after OF contrepartie] 

counterplot, n., & v.t. & i. (-tt-). Plot 
contrived to defeat another; (vb) frustrate 
by ~, devise ~ (against). [counter-(I)] 

counterpoint, n. (mus.). Melody added 
as accompaniment to given melody; art, 
mode, of adding melodies as accompani¬ 
ment according to fixed rules; double, 
triple, etc. ~, invertible ~, in which the 
melodies can be changed in position 
above and below one another; strict ~ 
(acc. to code of rules as academic exercise, 
not as actual composition), [f. OF contre- 
point f. mod. L coNTRApimcium pricked 
opposite, i.e. to the original melody 
(pungere punct- prick)] 

counterpoise1 (-z), n. Counterbalancing 
weight; thing of equivalent force etc. on 
opposite side; equilibrium. [ME & OF 
countrepeis f. contre counter- (1)-f peis, 
later pois, f. L pensum weight; cf. poise ] 

counterpoise2 (-z), v.t. Counterbalance; 
compensate; bring into, keep in, equi¬ 
librium (lit. & fig.). [ME countrepeise, 
-pese, f. OF contrepeser (as prec.); later 
Eng. -poise assim. to prec.] 

counter-reformation, n. Reformation 
running counter to another, esp. that in 
Church of Rome following on Protestant 
Reformation. [counter-(I)] 

counter-revolution (-loo-, -lu-), n. A 
revolution opposed to a former one or 
reversing its results. Hence ~ary1 
(-shon-) a. & n. [counter-(I)] 

counterscarp, n. (fortif.). Outer wall or 
slope of ditch, supporting covered way. 
[f. F contrescarpe f. It. C0NTRA(scarpa 
scarp) ] 

countershaft ( ah-), n. Intermediate 
shaft driven from main shaft to transmit 
motion to particular parts of a system 
of machinery, [counter- (1)] 

countersign1 (-in), n. Watchword, pass¬ 
word, given to all men on guard (cf. 
parole) ; mark used for identification etc. 

county 

[f. F c.onlrestgne f. It. contrascgno (coun- 
ter-O) & SIGN)] 

countersign2 (-in), v.t. Add signature to 
(document already signed); ratify, [f. 
F contresigner (as prec.)] 

countersink', v.t. Bevel off (top of hole) 
to receive head of screw or bolt; sink 
(screw-head) in such hole. [counter-(3)] 

counter-ten'or, n. (mus.). (Part for, 
singer with) male voice higher than 
tenor, alto. [f. OF conlre-teneur f. It. 
contra-tenore (see contra- & tenor)] 

countervail', v.t. & i. Counterbalance 
(esp. in duly, one put on imports 
that are bounty-fed to give home goods 
an equal chance); avail against. [ME, f. 
OF contrevaloir f. L contra valere] 

counterweight (-wat), n. Counter¬ 
balancing weight. [counter-(I)] 

counterwork (-dtk), n., & v.t. & i. (Mil.) 
work raised in opposition to those of 
enemy; (gen.) opposing work; (v.t.) 
counteract, frustrate; (v.i.) work in 
opposition. [counter-(I)] 

countess, n. Wife, widow, of count or 
earl; lady ranking with count or earl in 
her own right. [ME & OF coniesse f. 
Rom. comitissa fern, of comes count3, 
see -ess] 

II coun'ting-house, n. Building, room, 
devoted to keeping accounts; office, 

count'less, a. Too many to count, [-less] 
countrified, -ryfled, (kGn-;-id), a. 

Rural, rustic, in appearance, manners, 
etc. [p.p. of countrify, else little used 
(country +-fy)] 

country (kun-), n. Region; territory of a 
nation; land of a person’s birth, citizen¬ 
ship, etc., fatherland; rural districts as 
opp. to towns, esp. the rest of a land as 
opp. to the capital; (Cricket si.) in the 
~, far from the wickets; || appeal1 to 
the ~ (body of electors); ~ club (orig. 
U.S.), club with its quarters in a rural 
district for the sake of outdoor sports; 
~ cousin, relation or person of countrified 
manners or appearance; —house, -seat, 
residence of ~ gentleman; || ~ note, bank- 
-note issued by local bank; ~ party, 
political party supporting agricultural 
against manufacturing interests; —side, 
particular rural district, its inhabitants. 
[ME, f. OF contree, cunlree, f. med. L 
(Rom.) contrata (land) lying opposite 
(contra) ; see -y4 ] 

coun'try dance, n. Any rural or native 
English dance, esp. those in which couples 
stand face to face in two long lines. 
[country-f dance ; perverted to contre- 
dance etc. ] 

coun'tryman, n. (fem. coun’try woman). 
Man of one’s own (or a specified) country; 
person living in rural parts, 

coun'ty, n. Territorial division in Great 
Britain and Ireland, chief unit for ad¬ 
ministrative, judicial, and political pur- 

For compounds of co- not given consult C0-. 
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poses; administrative division in most 
British colonies; ‘political and ad¬ 
ministrative division next below State; 
people of a ~; ~ palatine ; || ~ corporate, 
city, town, ranking as administrative ~; 
II ~ borough, large borough ranking as 
~ for administrative purposes; ~ council, 
representative governing body of ad¬ 
ministrative ~; ~ court, || judicial court 
for civil action, whence court (v.t. 
colloq.), sue in this; || ~ family (with 
ancestral seat in a ~); ~ town, one in 
which business of ~ is (or was orig.) 
transacted; || the ~, ~ families, so ~ 
attrib. [ME, f. AF counte f. L comitatus 
(as count3, see -ate1)] 

coup (koo), n. Notable or successful stroke 
or move; (Billiards) direct holing of ball; 
~ d’itat (detail'), violent or illegal change 
in government; ~ de grace (de grahs), 
finishing stroke; ~ de main (see Ap.), 
sudden vigorous attack; ~ d’ceil (dh'e), 
comprehensive glance, general view; ~ 
de th&alre (taah'tr), dramatically sudden 
or sensational act. [F, f. med. L col(a)pus 
f. L f. Gk kolaphos blow ] 

coupe (koop'd), n. Four-wheeled closed 
carriage for two inside & driver; || half- 
-compartment at end of railway carriage; 
covered motor-car seated for two. [F, 
p.p. of couper cut, as noun] 

cou'ple1 (kti-), n. Leash for holding two 
hounds together, whence (flg.) go, hunt, 
run, in ~s; pair, brace, esp. of hunting 
dogs (collect, sing, for pi., as 15 ~); 
approximately two, a few; wedded or 
engaged pair; pair of partners in dance; 
a ~ of, two; pair of rafters; (Dynam.) 
pair of equal and parallel forces acting in 
opposite directions. [ME, f. OF cople 
f. L COPULA] 

cou'ple2 (ku-), v.t. & i. Fasten, link, to¬ 
gether (esp. dogs in pairs); connect (rail¬ 
way carriages) by a coupling; unite, 
bring together, (persona); marry (t. & i.); 
associate in thought or speech (two things 
together, one with another); (v.i.) unite 
sexually. [ME, f. OF copier (as prec.)] 

coup'ler (ku-), n. In vbl senses; esp. con¬ 
trivance for connecting two manuals, or 
manual with pedals, or notes with their 
octaves above or below (octave ~), of 
organ, [prec. + -er 1 ] 

coup'let (ku-), n. Pair of successive lines 
of verse. [F, dim. of couple] 

coup'ling (ku-), n. In vbl senses; esp.: 
link connecting railway carriages; con¬ 
trivance for connecting parts of machi¬ 
nery. [-ING 1 ] 

coup'on (koo-), n. Detachable ticket 
entitling holder to periodical payments 
of interest, services of excursion agency, 
ration of food, cloth, clothes, etc. when 
controlled; II (Pol. si.) party leader’s 
recognition of parliamentary candidate 
as deserving election ; voucher given with 
retail purchase, a certain number of 
which entitle holder to a ‘free gift’ (so ~ 

court 

system). [F, = piece cut off (couper, see 
COUPS, -oon) ] 

cou'rage (ku ), n. Bravery, boldness, as 
take, pluck up, lose, — ; take one’s ~ in 
both hands, nerve oneself to a venture; 
Dutch ~ (induced by drinking); ~ of one’s 
opinions, ~ to act up to them. [ME & OF 
corage f. Rom. *coraticum f. L cor heart; 
see -age] 

courageous (kwraj'its), a. Brave, fearless. 
Hence ~i,y2 adv., ~ness n. [ME & AF 
corageous (OF -eits), f. prec., see -ous] 

cou'rier (kc>6-), n. Servant employed to 
make travelling arrangements on conti¬ 
nent ; title of newspapers, as Liverpool 

; running messenger. [(1)ME corcmr 
f. OF coreor f. Rom. *curritorem (L 
currere run); (2) 16th c. currior, -ier f. F, 
f. It. corriere (med. L currcrius)] 

cour'lan (koor-), n. Long-billed rail-like 
wading bird of tropical America, noted 
for its dismal cry; limpkin. [F] 

course1 (kors), n. 1. Onward movement; 
pursuit of game esp. of hares with (grey)- 
hounds; direction taken, as hold, take, 
change, one’s ~, ship’s ~, a dangerous 
~ (line of conduct), ~ of events, ~ of 
nature (ordinary procedure); (pi.) evil 
(behaviour). 2. Ground on which race is 
run (also race—); channel in which water 
flows; golf links. 3. ~ of exchange. 

4. Career; series (of lectures etc.); rota for 
duty among members of cathedral body. 
5. Each of successive divisions of meal 
(esp. soup, fish, joint, etc.). 6. Continuous 
layer of stone etc. in building. 7. (naut.). 
Fore.main, fore, main, -sail. 8. In the 
~ of, during; by ~ of, according to 
ordinary procedure of (law etc.); in due 
~, in the natural order; o/~, naturally, 
as was to be expected; matter of ~, 
natural thing. [ME & OF co(u)rs f. L 
cursus (currere curs- run); later reinforced 
by corresp. fern, form OF course] 

course2 (kors), v.t. & i. Pursue (game, as 
prec.); run about, run (esp. of liquids); 
give (horse) a run; use (hounds) in cours¬ 
ing. [f. prec. ] 

cours'er (kor-), n. (poet.). Swift horse. 
[ME, f. OF corsier f. Rom. *cursarius 
(cursus course, see -ary1); orig. = war- 
horse, charger] 

court1 (kort), n. 1. (Also ~’ya.rd) space 
enclosed by walls or buildings; || (Camb. 
Univ.) college quadrangle; subdivision of 
an Exhibition building, museum, etc., 
open to the general roof; || confined yard 
opening off street; (in a town) yard sur¬ 
rounded by houses & communicating 
with street by an entry. 2. Enclosed 
quadrangular area, open or covered, for 
games, as tennis, fives, -~; plot of ground 
marked out for lawn-tennis. 3. II Sover¬ 
eign’s residence; his establishment and 
retinue; the body of courtiers; || sovereign 
and his councillors as ruling power, as 0~> 
of St James’s (British sovereign’s ~); 
assembly held by sovereign, state rocep- 
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tion; High C~ (assembly) of Parliament. 
4. Assembly of judges or other persons 
acting as tribunal, as ~ of law, Iaw-~, ~ 
of justice, ~ of judicature, county, criminal, 
police, ~; place, hall, in which justice 
is administered; out of~, (of plaintiff, and 
fig. of arguments) not entitled to be heard. 
5. (Meeting of) qualified members of com¬ 
pany or corporation; (in some friendly 
societies) = lodge 1. 6. Attention paid to 
one whose favour, affection, interest, is 
sought, as pay ~ to. 7. II ~-card, king, 
queen, knave; II ~ circular, daily report 
of ~ doings published in newspapers; II ~ 
guide, directory containing (theoretically) 
names of those who have been presented 
at ~; ~ martial, judicial ~ of naval, 
military, or air force officers, (v.t., ~- 
-martial) try by this; drumhead ~ martial 
(held round upturned drum in time of 
war); ~ plaster, sticking-plaster for cuts 
etc. (formerly used by ladies at ~ for 
face-patches); ~ roll, manorial-court 
register of holdings (see copy1). [ME, f. 
OF cort f. LL, med. L corlis, curtis, -us f. 
L cohorlem (nom. -ors), yard, cohort; the 

senses of assembly, judicial court, by 
confus. in F with L curia.) 

court2 (kort), v.t. Pay court to; make love 
to (also abs.) with a view to matrimony; 
entice (person, into, to, from, etc.); seek 
to win (applause etc.); invite (inquiry 
etc.; you are ~ing disaster), [prec. ] 

court'eous (kor-, k<fr-), a. Polite, kind, 
considerate, in manner or address. Hence 
~ly2 adv., —ness n. [ME & OF cort-, 
curteis f. Pom. *cortensis (prec., -ese); 

assim. to wds in -ous] 
courtesan, -zan (kortiziin'), n. Prosti¬ 
tute. [f. F courtisane f. It. cortigiana, 
fern. adj. as n. (as prec. +-ana -an)] 

court'esy (kor-, kdf-), n. Courteous 
behaviour or disposition; by ~, by 
favour, not of right; II ~ title, one held by 
~, having no legal validity; II (Law) ~ of 
England, Scotland, husband’s tenure after 
wife’s death of certain kinds of property 
inherited by her; = curtsy. [ME, f. OF 
curt-, corlesie f. corteis courteous ; see -Y1 ] 

court'ier (kor-), n. Attendant at, fre¬ 
quenter of, sovereign’s court. [ME 
courteour, app. f. AF *corte(i)our, f. OF 
cortoyer vb f. cort court 1 ] 

court'lly (kor-), a. Polished, refined, in 
manners; obsequious, flattering. Hence 
~lNESSn. [-LY1] 

court'ship (kor-), n. Courting, wooing, 
with view to marriage, [-ship] 

couscous(sou) (kdb'skdbsoo), n. African 
dish of granulated flour steamed over 
broth, freq. with meat added. [F, f. Arab. 
kuskus (kaskasa bruise) ] 

cous'in (kiizn), n. (Also first~, ~ german) 
child of one’s uncle or aunt; my second ~, 
my parent’s first ~’s child; my first 
isecond etc.) ~ once (twice etc.) removed, 

cover 

my first (second etc.) ~'s child (grand¬ 
child etc.), also, my parent’s (grand¬ 
parent’s etc.) first (second etc.) ~; call 
~s, claim kinship (with); title used by 
sovereign in addressing another sovereign 
or a nobleman of same country. Hence 
~hood,~ship, nn.,~LY1 a., (kuzn-). [ME, 
f. OF cosin, cusin, f. L consobrinus cousin 
by the mother’s side] 

coute que coute (kdbtkekdot'), adv. At 
all costs. [F ] 

eoutur|e (kdo'tur), n. Dressmaking. 
Hence ~ier (kootur'ea), fern. ~iere 
(kobturyar'), nil., dressmaker. [F] 

couvade (koovahd'), n. Primitive people’s 
custom by which husband feigns illness 
and is put to bed when his wife lies in. 
[obs. F, f. couver hatch] 

cove1, n. Small bay or creek: sheltered 
recess; (Archit.) concave arch, curved 
junction of wall with ceiling or floor. 
[OE cofa, MLG cove, MHG lcobe, ON kofi 
f. Gmc *kubhon] 

cove2, v.t. Arch (esp. ceiling at junction 
with wall); slope (fireplace sides) inwards, 
[prec. ] 

cove3, n. (si.). Fellow, chap. [16th c. co/e, 
cant of unkn. orig. ] 

II co'ven (ku-), n. (Sc.). Assembly of 
witches, [var. of AF covent, see convent] 

co'venant (ku-), n., & v.t. & i. Compact, 
bargain; (Law) contract under seal, clause 
of this; (Bibl.) compact between God and 
the Israelites, as ark of the ~, land of the 
~ (Canaan); Solemn League and C~ 
(establishing Presbyterianism in England 
and Scotland, 1643); C~ of the League of 
Nations, document constituting the 
League, incorporated in the Treaty of 
Versailles & other treaties concluding 
the first world war (1919); (v.t. & i.) agree 
(with person for thing, to do, that). [ME, 
f. OF, part, of co(n)venir, see convene ] 

covenanted (ku-), a. Bound by a 
covenant. [-ED1 ] 

co'venanter (kfl-), n. One who covenants, 
esp. (Sc. Hist.) adherent of the National 
Covenant (1638) or Solemn League & 
COVENANT. [-ER1 ] 

Cov'ent Gard'en (also kti-), n. (Used for) 
the ~ fruit and vegetable market in 
London. 

Cov'entry (also ku-), n. Town in War¬ 
wickshire; send person to ~, refuse to 
associate with him. 

co'ver1 (ku-), v.t. Overspread, overlay, 
(with cloth, lid, etc., also fig. with disgrace 
etc.); strew thoroughly (with)-, lie over, 
be a covering to; extend over, occupy 
the surface of; protect; ~ing letter, 
explanatory one with enclosure; (of 
fortress, guns, etc.) command (territory); 
conceal (feelings etc.); ~ with gun, present 
gun at; (Mil., Cricket) stand behind 
(front-rank man, another player to stop 
balls he misses; —point, fielder ~ing 

For compounds of co- not given consult co-. 
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point, his place); include, comprise; 
deal with (subject); (Journalism) report 
(proceedings of a meeting, public dinner, 
etc.); suffice to defray (expenses); protect 
by insurance; (of stallion) copulate with; 
~ in, complete the covering of, fill in 
(grave etc.) with earth; ~ up, conceal, 
esp. by wrapping up. Henco ~inu1(3) 
n. [ME, f. OF covrir, cuvrir f. L CO(operire 
opert-)] 

co'ver2 (kG-), n. Thing that covers; lid; 
binding of book; either board of this, as 
from ~ to ~; wrapper, envelope, of letter, 
as address person under ~ to another; case 
of bicycle tire; hiding-place, shelter, 
(take ~, Mil., utilize be of ground for 
protection); protection from attack 
(cloud ~); a force of aircraft for protecting 
a land or sea operation (air, fighter, ~); 
screen, pretence, as under (the) ~ of humi¬ 
lity, woods or undergrowth sheltering 
game, covert2; (Commerc.) funds to 
meet liability or securo against contin¬ 
gent loss; plate, napkin, etc., laid for each 
person at table; ~ girl, girl or woman 
whoso picture illustrates ~ of magazine 
etc. [f. prec.] 

co'verage (ku-), n. Area or amount 
covered, section of community reached 
by a particular advertising medium, risk 
covered by insurance pobey. [-age] 

co'verlet, -lid, (kG-), n. Counterpane, 
quilt; covering. [ME coverlite etc. app. 
repr. OF *covre-lit (as cover1 + lit bed)] 

co'vert1 (kG-), a. (Of threat, glance, etc.) 
secret, disguised. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, 
f. OF, p.p. of covrir cover1] 

co'vert2 (kfi'vert, -er), n. Shelter, esp. 
thicket hiding game; ~ coat, short bght 
overcoat. [ME, f. OF covert p.p. as n. 
(COVER1)] 

co'verture (kG-), n. Covering, cover; 
shelter; condition of married woman 
under husband’s protection. [ME, f. OF 
as prec., sec -ure] 

co'vet (kG-), v.t. Desire eagerly (usu. what 
belongs to another). Hence~aisle a. [ME, 
f. OF cu-, coveitiert. Rom. *cupidilare (as 
CUPIDITY) ] 

co'vetous (ku-), a. Eagerly desirous (of 
another’s property etc.); grasping, avari¬ 
cious. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, 
f. OF coveitous (as prec., see -ous)] 

co'vey (kG-), n. (pi. ~s). Brood of part¬ 
ridges; family, party, set. [ME, f. OF 
covee j).p. of cover hatch f. L cubarc, see 
-y1 J 

co'vln (ku-), n. (legal, arch.). Conspiracy, 
collusion. [ME, f. OF covin(e) f. med. L 
convenium, -ia f. convenire (as convene)] 

cS'ving, n. Arched piece of building; (pi.) 
curved sides of fire-place, [cove2 F-ing1] 

cow1, n. (pi. '—'S, arch. Jane). Female of 
any bovine animal, esp. of the domestic 
species; female of elephant, rhinoceros, 
whale, seal, etc.; —bane, water hemlock; 
~-boy, boy in charge of ~s, ‘man in 
charge of grazing cattle on ranch; *<— 

coxswain 
-catcher, apparatus fixed in front of loco¬ 
motive engine to remove cattle & other 
obstructions; ~-fish, (1) sea-cow, (2) 
Indian & American fish with horn-like 
spines over eyes; ~-grass, wild species of 
trefoil; ~-/iccl, foot of ~ or ox stewed to 
jeby; ~’herd, one who tends ~s at 
pasture; ~-Mde, (leather, whip, made of) 
~’s hide; ~'ilch, = cowage; *—puncher, 
— —boy; ~'shol (Cricket si.), violent pull 
made in crouching position; ~-(ree, S.- 
-American tree with milk-like juice. 
Hence ~'ish1 a. [OE cu, 03 ko, OHG 
kuo, ON k])r, Gmc *kouz, *koz, cogn. w. L 
bos, Gk bous ] 

cow2, v.t. Intimidate, [perh. f. ON kuga] 
cow'age, cowh-, n. Tropical plant with 
stinging hairs on pod. [f. Hind, kawahch ] 

II cow'an, n. (Sc.). Working but unquali¬ 
fied mason; (hence) intruder on a free¬ 
masons’ lodge, [orig. unkn.] 

cow'ard, n. & a. Faint-hearted, pusillani¬ 
mous, (person). Hence ~liNESS n., ~LYX 
a., ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF coart (= It. 
codardo), f. L cauda; see -ard] 

cow'ardice, n. Faint-heartedness; moral 
~, fear of disapprobation. [ME, f. OF 
couardise (as prec., see -ice)] 

cow'er, v.i. Stand, squat, in bent posi¬ 
tion; crouch, esp. from fear. [ME, f. 
MLG kuren lie in wait, of unkn. orig. ] 

cowl \ n. Monk’s hooded garment; hood 
of this; hood-shaped covering of chimney 
or ventilating shaft. Hence cowIed3 
(-Id) a. [(1) OE cugele f. LL cuculla f. L 
cucullus hood of cloak; (2) OE cufle cogn. 
w. Du. kcuvel, conn. w. Icel. kofl cowl] 

II cowl2, coul (-ow-), n. Tub for water, esp. 
one with two ears, carried by two men 
on ~-staff. [ME cuvel(e) app. f. OF cuvele 
f. L cupella dim. of cupa barrel] 

cow-pox, n. Disease on teats of cows, 
communicated to human beings by vac¬ 
cination. 

cowr'ie, -y, n. Shell of small gastropod 
found in Indian Ocean, used as money in 
Africa & >3. Asia; the animal; kinds of 
gastropod including common ~ of British 
coast, [f. Hind, kauri] 

cow'slip, n. || Wild plant growing in 
pastures, with fragrant yellow flowers; 
II ~ tea, wine (made from these). [OE 
cu-slyppe f. cu cow + slyppe slimy sub¬ 

stance (i.e. cow-dung)] 
cox, n., & v.t. & i., (colloq.). = coxswain, 

esp. of racing boat; (vb) act as ~ (of), 

[abbr. ] 
cox'a, n. (pi. -ae). Hip. Henco cox'ae a. 

[L] 
cox'comb (-om), n. Conceited showy 
person. Hence coxcomb'iCAL (-ml-) a. 
[= cock’s comb; orig. (cap worn by) pro¬ 
fessional fool] 

cox'combry (-komri), n. Foppery, be¬ 
haviour of a coxcomb. [-RY] 

cox'swain (-kswan, -ksn), n. (abbr. cox). 
Helmsman of boat; person on board 
ship permanently in charge of, & (unless 



superior officer is present) commanding, 
boat & crew. Hence —less a., —ship n. 
[ME, f. cock (see cockboat) + swain ; cf. 

BOATSWAIN] 

coxy. See cocky. 
coy, a. Modest, shy, (usu. of girl); (of 

place) secluded; ~ of, backward, re¬ 
served, iu (speech etc.). Hence —'ly2 

adv., ~'ness n. [ME, f. OF coi (fem. 
coite) f. Rom. *quetus f. L quietus quiet] 

coyot'e (ko-, also ki'ot), n. N.-American 
prairie-wolf. [Mex. Sp., f. Mex. coyotl] 

coypu (koi'poo), n. S.-American aquatic 
beaver-like rodent (cf. nutria), [native 
name ] 

coz (kuz), n. (arch.). Abbr. of cousin. 

c5ze, v.i., & n. (Have a) chat, [(vb) prob. 
f. F causer; n. perh. influenced by 
COSY] 

co'zen (kti-), v.t. & i. (literary). Cheat, 
defraud, (o/, out of); beguile (into doing); 
act deceitfully. Hence—age(3) n. [16th c. 
cant, of unkn. orig. ] 

coz'y, a. See cosy. 
crab1, n. Kinds of ten-footed crustacean, 
esp. edible species found near most sea- 
-coasts; zodiacal constellation, cancer ; 
machine (orig. with claws) for hoisting 
heavy weights; (pi.) lowest throw at 
hazard, two aces, whence turn out —s, 
end in failure; catch a — in rowing, get 
oar jammed under water by faulty 
stroke; ~’s eyes, round concretion of car¬ 
bonate of lime, found in stomach of cray¬ 
fish ; —(-Zouse), parasitical insect infesting 
human body; ~-pot, wicker trap for ~s. 
Hence —'let n., —'like a. & adv. [OE 
crabba, MDu., MLG krabbe, ON krabbi, 
rel. to OS krebit etc., see crayfish] 

crab2, v.t. & i. (-bb-). (Of hawks) scratch, 
claw, fight with, (each other or abs.); 
(colloq.) cry down, pull to pieces, [f. 
MLG krabben, rel. to prec. ] 

crab3, n. (Also —apple) wild apple (fruit 
& tree); sour person, [perh. alt. (after 
crabbed) of 15th c. (now Sc. & north.) 
scrub, of Scand. orig.; cf. Sw. dial. 
skrabba wild apple] 

crabb'ed, a. Cross-grained, perverse; 
churlish, irritable; (of writings or 
authors) ruggedly intricate, difficult to 
make out; (of handwriting) ill-formed & 
hard to decipher; sour, harsh. Hence 
—ly2 adv., —ness n. Also (in first two 
senses only) crabb'y a. [ME; crab1 

4--ed2, influenced in Bense by crab3] 

crack1, n. & a. Sudden sharp noise (of 
whip, rifle, thunder); ~ of doom, thunder- 
-peal of Day of Judgement; sharp blow, as 
a — on the head; in a —, in a moment; 
(arch., si.) boast, lie; II (Sc. & North.) 
brisk talk, (pi.) news; (si.) = wise1 —; 
fissure formed by breakage; partial 
fracture (the parts still cohering); good 
player, horse, etc.; burglar, house- 
-breaking; (adj., colloq.) first-rate; —- 

craft 

brained, crazy. [ME crak, goes w. foil.; 
so OHG krach] 

crack2, v.t. & i. (Cause to) make sharp 
noise, as ~ a whip, whips —; (utter) a 
joke; chat;* — down on (si.), take severe 
measures against; — up, praise; break 
(nut, skull, etc.) with sudden sharp 
report; ~ a bottle, empty, drink it; (si.) — 
a crib, break into a house; break (t. & i.) 
without complete separation of parts; 
voice —s, is —ed (becomes dissonant, esp. 
at age of puberty); damage, ruin, (credit 
etc.); decompose (heavy oils) by heat and 
pressure to produce lighter hydrocarbons 
(such as petrol); (p.p., colloq.) crazy, 
insane; —-Jaic (colloq.), (word) difficult 
to pronounce. Hence —'able a. [OE 
cracian, Du. kralcen, OHG krahhon f. 
WG *krakojan] 

crack'er, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
firework exploding with sharp report; 
explosive bon-bon; instrument for crack¬ 
ing, as nut-~s; thin hard biscuit; ‘biscuit; 
smash, breakdown; (school si.) lie; 
*~jack (si.), exceptionally fine or expert 
(thing or person); —s, pred. a. (si.), crazy, 
mad. [-ER1 ] 

crac'kle, v.i., & n. Emit slight cracking 
sound; (n.) such sound, (also ~-china, 
-glass, -ware) china, glass, with appear¬ 
ance of minute cracks. [f. crack2 +-le(3)] 

crack'ling, n. In vbl senses; also, crisp 
skin of roast pork. [-ING1] 

crack'nel, n. Light crisp kind of biscuit, 
[f. F craquelin f. MDu. krakeling f. krdken 
CRACK2] 

cracks'man, n. Burglar, [crack1, man] 
crack'y, a. Full of cracks; apt to crack; 
(colloq.) crazy. [-Y2 ] 

-cracy, noun suf. added to Gk stems (and 
as -ocracy to E wds), meaning ‘rule of, 
ruling body of, class influential by’; thus 
iZe?no—= popular government, the demo~ 
— the lower classes as political power; 
jiZuZo- = government by the rich, the 
pluto~, those whose wealth gives them 
power; so coZZono- etc. [f. F -cratie f. Gk 
-kratia (kratos power); see -cy] 

cra'dle, n., & v.t. 1. Bed, cot, for infant, 
mounted on rockers; from, the —, from 
infancy; (fig.) place in which thing is 
nurtured in earliest stage, as — of an art, 
of a nation; framework resembling —, 
esp. (Naut.) that on which ship or boat 
rests during construction or repairs; 
frame attached to scythe to lay corn 
evenly; (Engraving) kind of serrated 
chisel, rocking-tool; (Mining) trough on 
rockers in which auriferous earth is shaken 
in water; cat’s—2. v.t. Place in (child’s, 
ship’s) ~, contain or shelter as ~; mow 
(corn) with —-scythe. [OE cradol cogn. 
w. OHG kratto basket] 

crad'ling, n. In vbl senses; also (Archit.) 
wood or iron framework, [prec.+-ING1] 

craft (-ah-), n. Skill; cunning, deceit; art, 

For compounds of co- not given consult co-. 
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trade, (esp. in combb., as handi—, priest- 
states); the gentle —, angling; members 

of a ~; the G'~, brotherhood of Free¬ 
masons ; boat, vessel, (pi. craft); —brother, 
-guild, workman, guild of workmen, of 
same trade; —s'man, one who practises a 
~, whence ~s'manSHiP(3) (-ah-) n., (also) 
private in the R.E.M.E. [OE craft, OS, 
OHG kraft, ON kraplr strength] 

craf'tly (-ah-), a. Cunning, artful, wily. 
Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~Iness n. [f. prec. 
+ -Y2] 

crag1, n. Steep or rugged rock; —s'man, 
skilled climber of ~s. Hence ~g'ED2, 
~g'y2, aa., ~g'6dNESS, ~g'iNESS, nn., 
(-g-)■ [of Celt. orig. ] 

II crag2, n. (geol.). Deposits of shelly sand 
found in Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

crake, n., & v.i. Kinds of bird including 
corn~ ; cry of the corn-—; (v.i.) utter 
this. [ME ; n. f. ON kraka crow, or f. the 
vb (imit., cf. ciioak)] 

cram, v.t. & i. (-mm-), &n. 1. Fill overfull; 
force (thing into, down; — down one’s 
throat, tell him repeatedly); stuff (poultry 
etc. with food); eat greedily; (fig.) prepare 
(t. & i.) for examination; learn, get up, 
(subject) for special purpose; —-full, as 
full as ~ming can make it. 2. n. Crowd, 
~ming for examination; (si.) lie. [OE 
crammian (=ON kremja squeeze), cogn. 
w. crimman cram, OHG krimman press 
etc.] 

cram'bo, n. Game in which one player 
gives word to which each of the others 
must find rhyme; dumb game in which 
one side must guess word, a rhyme to 
which i3 given, by representing other 
rhymes to it in dumb show. [16th c. 
crambe, app. alius. L crambe repetila 
cabbage served up again] 

cramm'er, n. In vbl senses, esp.: one 
who crams (esp. pupils); lie. [-er1] 

cram'oisy, -m'esy, (-z-), a. & n. (arch.). 
Crimson (cloth). [15th c. cremesi &c., f. 
early It. cremesi & OF crameisi (mod. 
cramoisi) f. Arab, qirmazi of the kermes ; 
see crimson] 

cramp1, n. Contraction of muscles from 
sudden chill, strain, etc.; fish, electric 
ray, torpedo. [ME, f. OF crampe f. MDu., 
MLG kramp f. same root as cram] 

cramp2, n. (Also ---iron) metal bar with 
bent ends for holding masonry etc. to¬ 
gether; portable tool for pressing two 
planks etc. together; restraint, [f. MDu. 
krampe, as prec. ] 

cramp3, a. Hard to make out, as ~ word, 
handwriting; contracted, cramped. Hence 
~'ness n. [perh. f. cramp1* 4, but cf. F 
crampe curved] 

cramp4, v.t. Affect with cramp1; confine 
narrowly (also ~ up); (fig.) restrict (ener¬ 
gies etc.); fasten with cramp2. Hence 
~'edNESS n. [f. cramp1-2] 

cram'pon, n. Metal hook, grappling- 
-iron; iron plate with spikes for walking 

crape 

on ice etc. [ME ; F, f. as cramp2, see -oon] 
|| cran, n. (Sc.). Measure for fresh herrings 
(37J gal.). [= Gael, crann of unkn. orig.] 

cran'age, n. Use of crane; dues paid for 
this. [CRANE 1 + -AGE ] 

cran'berry, n. Small dark-red acid berry, 
fruit of dwarf shrub native of Britain, N. 
Europe, N. America, etc. [17th c., 
named by Amer. colonists f. G kranbeere, 
LG kranehere crane-berry] 

crane1, n. Large wading bird with long 
legs, neck, and bill; machine for moving 
heavy weights; siphon; (also wafer—) 
tube for supplying water to locomotive; 
—-fly, daddy-long-legs; —’s-bill, various 
species of geranium. [OE cran, OS, OHG 
krano; w. suff., OE cranoc, OHG chranuh 
(G kranich)] 

crane2, v.t. & i. Move with crane; stretch 
(neck), stretch neck, like crane; ~ at, pull 
up at, shrink from, (hedge, difficulty), 
[f. prec.] 

cranio- in comb. = foil., as cranioLO'oi- 
CAi, -LOGIST, -LOGY (-S1-), -METRY (-5m:). 

cran'ium, n. (pi. -ia, -iums). Bones en¬ 
closing the brain; bones of the whole 
head, skull. Hence cran'iAi a. [med. L, 
f. Gk kranion skull ] 

crank1, n., & v.t. 1. Part of axle or shaft 
bent at right angles for converting 
reciprocal into circular motion, or vice 
versa; elbow shaped connexion in bell- 
-hanging; revolving disc turned by 
criminals as punishment. 2. v.t. Bend 
into ~ shape, furnish or fasten with 
~ up, set (engine of motor-car) going by 
turning a ~ (also abs.). [OE crane, app. f. 
crincan by-form of cringan fall in battle, 
orig. ‘curl up’] 

crank2, n. Fanciful turn of speech; eo- 
centric idea or act; eccentric person, 
[different, f. prec.] 

crank3, a. Weak, shaky, (usu. of machi¬ 
nery). [f. CRANK1] 

crank4, a. (naut.). Liable to capsize, 
[perh. rel. to prec.] 

crankle (-ilng'kl), v.i., & n. Bend in and 
out, twist; (n.) bend, twist, [f. crank1 
+ -LE] __ 

crank'| y, a. Sickly; shaky, crazy; caprici¬ 
ous ; crotchety, eccentric; full of twists; 
(Naut.) = crank1. Hence ~iLY2 adv., 
~iNESSn. [crank1-2-3-4+-y2] 

crann'og, n. Ancient lake-dwelling in 
Scotland or Ireland. [Ir. (crann tree, 
beam) ] 

crann'ly, n. Chink, crevice, crack. Hence 
~iED2 (-Id) a. [15th c., perh. rel. to OF 
cran, cren notch; cf. crenel ] 

crape, n., & v.t. Gauze-like fabric with 
wrinkled surface, usu. of black silk or 
imitation silk (of other colour or material 
now usu. cr£!pe), used for mourning dress; 
band of this round hat etc. as sign of 
mourning; —-cloth, ~-like woollen ma¬ 
terial; (v.t.) cover, clothe, drape, with ~. 
Hence crap'Y2 a. [anglicized sp. of 
CRfiPE] 



cream craped 
craped (-pt), a. In vbl senses; also, 
crisped, crimped, [crape + -ed2> x] 

‘craps, n. pi. Game of chance played 
with dice; shoot ~, play this. [orig. 
unkn.; cf. crabs (crab1)] 

crap'iillent, a. Given to, suffering from 
effects of, resulting from, intemperance. 
Hence or cogn. ~ence n., ~ocs a. [f. LL 
cra-pulentus f. L crapula inebriation, see 
-LENT] 

crash1, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Make a~ (see n.); 
move, go, with a (of aircraft or air¬ 
man) fall to earth; (v.t.) dash in pieces, 
throw, force, drive, with a ~; go, fall, ~ 
(with a ~). 2. n. Noise as of broken 
crockery, thunder, loud music, etc., 
violent percussion or breakage, (fig.) ruin, 
collapse of mercantile credit; —'-dive, (of 
submarine) dive hastily and steeply in an 
emergency (also as n.); —-helmet, pro¬ 
tective helmet of motor cyclist etc.; 
—-land, (of aircraft or airman) land 
hurriedly with a ~, usu. without lowering 
undercarriage, [imit., cf. clash] 

crash2, n. Coarse linen for towels etc. [f. 
Russ, krashenina coloured linen] 

cras'is, n. (Gk gram.). Combination of 
the vowels of two syllables (as kago for kai 
ego). [Gk, = mixture (kerannumi mix)] 

crass, a. Thick, gross; (fig.) gross, as 
~ stupidity; grossly stupid. Hence ~'ly2 

adv., ~'ness n. [f. L crassus solid, thick] 
crass'Itude, n. Grossness; gross stupi¬ 
dity. [f. L crassitudo (as prec., see -tude)] 

-crat, noun suf. = supporter, member, of 
a -cracy, & used & appended similarly 
(-crat, -ocrat). Hence -crat'ic(AL) adj. 
suff. [f. I’ -crate formed f. adjj. in -craiique 
(on anal, of Gk autokrates or indepen¬ 
dently) f. Gk -kratia -cracy] 

cratch, n. Rack for feeding beasts out of 
doors. [ME creeche f. OF creche f. Rom. 
*creppja f. WG *krippja crib] 

crate, n. Laige open-work case or basket 
for carrying glass, crockery, fruit, etc. 
Hence ~'fcl (-tf-) n. [perh. f. Du. krat 
basket etc. ] 

crat'er, n. Mouth of volcano; bowl- 
-shaped cavity, esp. that made by ex¬ 
plosion of shell or bomb. Hence ~iFORM 
a. [L, f. Gk krater mixing-bowl] 

cravat', n. Neckcloth, tie (now arch, 
or shop). Hence ~t'ED2 a. [f. F cravate 
f. Croatian Hrvat Croat] 

crave, v.t. & i. Beg for; long for; beg, 
long, for. Hence crav'iNG1 n., strong 
desire, intense longing, (for). [OE 
crafvan, rel. to ON Jcrefja] 

crav'en, a. & n. Cowardly, abject, (per¬ 
son) ; cry —, surrender. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[ME cravant, -and(e), of unkn. orig. ] 

craw, n. Crop of birds or insects. [ME 
crawe f. OE *cra.ga, cogn. w. MDu. 
craghe, MLG krage, MHG krage neck, 
throat] 

crawfish. See crayfish. 

crawll, n. Pen in shallow water for fish, 
turtles, etc.; = kraal, [f. Du. kraal] 

crawl2, v.i., & n. 1. Move slowly, dragging 
body along close to ground, or on hands 
& knees; walk, move, slowly; creep ab¬ 
jectly; (of ground etc.) be alive with 
crawling things; feel creepy sensation, 
whence ~'Y2 a. 2. n. ~ing; the a 
high-speed swimming stroke. [ME 
creule, croule, later crawle, of unkn. orig.; 
cf. Da., Norw. kravle, G krabbeln 
crawl ] 

crawl'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: baby’s 
overall; louse; cab moving slowly in 
search of fare. [-Eli1] 

cray'fish, craw-, n. Small lobster-like 
freshwater crustacean; spiny lobster. 
[ME & OF crevice f. WG *krabitja, 
*krebitja, whence OS krebit, OHG krebiz. 
(G krebs); see crab] 

cray'on, n., & v.t. Stick, pencil, of 
coloured chalk or other material for 
drawing; carbon point in electric arc 
lamp; (v.t.) draw with ~s, (fig.) sketch. 
[F, f. craie chalk, see -OON ] 

craze, v.t. & i., & n. Render insane (usu. in 
p.p.); produce small cracks on (pottery); 
(v.i.) have such cracks; (n.) insane fancy, 
mania, crazy condition, (be the —, be 
generally sought or affected). [ME ; (n. f. 
vb) orig. = break, shatter, perh. f. ON 
*krasa (Sw. krasa crunch, sld i kras dash 
to pieces)] 

craz'ing, n. In vbl senses; —-mill (for 
crushing tin ore), [-ing1] 

craz'ly, a. (Of ship, building, etc.) un¬ 
sound, shaky; sickly; insane, mad; 
(colloq.) extremely enthusiastic (about); 
(of paving, quilts, etc.) made of irregular 
pieces fitted together; *—y bone, funny 
bone. Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~Iness n. 
[CRAZE -f-Y2] 

creak, n., & v.i. Harsh strident noise, as 
of unoiled hinge, new boots, etc.; (v.i.) 
make this. Hence ~'y2 a. [ME, imit., cf. 
CRAKE, CROAK] 

cream1, n. Oily part of milk, which 
gathers on the top, & by churning is 
made into butter; clot ted (also Devon¬ 
shire or Cornish) —; fancy dish, sweet, 
like or made of ~ ; best part of anything, 
esp. the point of an anecdote; part of a 
liquid that gathers at the top; ~ of tartar, 
purified & crystallized bitartrate of potas¬ 
sium, used in medicine etc.; ~ of lime 
(pure slaked); ~-like preparation, as cold 
~ (cooling unguent); —coloured horse; 
~ cheese, soft rich kind made of un¬ 
skimmed milk & ~; —-fruit, a ~-like 
fruit of Sierra Leone; —'-coloured, yellow¬ 
ish white; —"laid, -wove, paper, laid, 
wove, paper of ~ colour; ~ separator, 
machine for separating ~ from milk. 
Hence ~'Y2 a., ~'Iness n. [ME creme f. 
OF cresme (mod. F crime f.), a pop. 
application of the orig. sense chrism (mod, 
F chreme m.); see chrism] 

cream2, v.i. & t. (Of milk & liquids) form 
cream or scum; cause (milk) to ~; take 
cream from (milk); take the best part of 
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(anything); add cream to (tea etc.), [f. 
prec. ] 

cream er, n. Flat dish for skimming 
cream off milk; machine for separating 
cream, [-er1] 

cream'ery, n. Butter-factory; shop 
where milk, cream, etc., are sold, [-ery] 

crease, n., & v.t. & i. Line caused by fold¬ 
ing, fold, wrinkle; (Cricket) line defining 
position of bowler & batsman, as bowling 
~ (from behind which bowler delivers 
ball); popping ~; (v.t.) make ~s in 
(material); (v.i.) fall into ~s. Hence 
creas'Y2 a. [in ICth c. form creast(c) the 
same wd as crest (in 15th c. also creast); 
cf. obs. crest (of cloth), middle line of 
fold] 

creat|e', v.t. & i. Bring into existence, 
give rise to; originate, as (of actor) ~e a 
part; invest (person) with rank, as ~e a 
man a peer, ~e a peer; (v.i., si.) make a 
fuss. Hence ~'ive a., ~'iveLY2 adv., 
~'iveNESS n. [ME, f. L creare, see -ate3] 

cre'atine, n. An organic base found in 
the juice of flesh, [f. Gk kreas -atos meat 
+ -ISTE5] 

crea'tion, n. Act of creating (esp. the 
world); investing with title, rank, etc. 
(~ of peers, ultimate means of overcoming 
resistance of House of Lords to will of 
Commons); all created things; a produc¬ 
tion of the human (esp. dressmaker’s, 
actor’s) intelligence, esp. of the imagina¬ 
tion. [ME, f. OF f. L creationem (as 
CREATE, see -ATI0N)] 

crea'tion | ism (-sho-), n. Theory that God 
creates a soul for every human being at 
birth; theory that attributes origin of 
matter & species to special creation (not 
evolution). So~iSTn. [-ism] 

creat'or, n. The C~, the Supreme Being; 
one who creates, whence creat'rESS1 n. 
[ME, f. OF creator, -ur, -our, f. L creatorem 
(as create, see -or)] 

crea'ture, n. Created thing; animate 
being; animal (often as distinct from 
man); human being, person, (often exrpr. 
admiration, contempt, patronage, etc.); 
one who owes his fortune to another; 
mere instrument; the ~ (often spelt as Ir., 
cratur etc.), whisky or other intoxicant; 
~ comforts. [ME, f. OF f. LL creatura 
(as prec., see -ure)] 

crea'turely (-rl-), a. Of creatures, [-ly1] 
crfeche^krash), n. Public nursery for in¬ 
fants ; model of the manger-sccne at 
Bethlehem. [F (as cratch)] 

cred'at Judae'us (ApSll'a) (joo-), sent, 
expressing incredulity. [L, = let the Jew 
Apella believe it, see Ilor. Sat. I. v. 100] 

cred'ence, n. Belief; give ~ to, believe; 
letter of~ (introduction); small side table 
for eucharistic elements before consecra¬ 
tion. [ME, f. OF or f. med. L credentia 
(credere believe, see -ence)] 

credential, n. (usu. pi.; -shalz). Letter(s) 
of introduction (also fig.), [f. med. L 
credentialis (as prec., see -al)] 

creep 

cred'i|ble, a. (Of persons or statements) 
believable, worthy of belief. Hence or 
cogn. ~bil'ity n., ~bLY2 adv. [ME, f. L 
creclibilis (as credence, see -ele)] 

cred'it1, n. Belief, trust; give~ to, believe 
(storjO; good reputation; power derived 
from this; acknowledgement of merit, as 
have the ~ of, get ~ for; source of honour, 
as a ~ to the school, it does him ~; trust in 
person’s ability & intention to pay, as 
give deal on ~, long ~; reputation of 
solvency & honesty; sum placed at per¬ 
son’s disposal in books of a bank etc.; 
letter of ~ (authorizing person to draw 
money from -writer’s correspondent in 
another place); (Bookkeeping) acknow¬ 
ledgement of payment by entry in account, 
sum entered on ~ side of account (cf. 
debit), this side; give person ~ for, enter 
(sum) to his ~, (fig.) ascribe (quality) to 
him. [f. F credit f. It. credilo f. L credere 
-it- believe, trust] 

cred'it2, v.t. Believe; carry to credit 
side of account (~ amount to person, 
person with amount); (fig.) ~ person with, 
think he has (a quality), [f. prec.] 

cred'itablle, a. That brings credit or 
honour (to). Hence ~ly2 adv. [-able] 

cred'itor, n. One to whom a debt is 
owing; (Bookkeeping) ~ (abbr. Cr) side 
of account, right-hand side. [ME & AF 
creditour (OF -eur) f. L credilorem (as 
credit1, see -OR)] 

cred'o, n. (pi. -os). Creed (esp. Apostles’ 
& Nicene, beginning in Latin with ~); 
musical setting of Nicene Creed. [ME; 
L, = I believe] 

cred'ulous, a. Too ready to believe; (of 
things) showing such readiness. Hence 
or cogn. credul'iTY, ~ness, nn., ~ly2 
adv. [f. L credulus (credere believe)] 

creed, n. Brief formal summary of 
Christian doctrine, esp. Apostles’ (also the 
C~), Nicene, Alhanasian, C~; system of 
religious belief; set of opinions on any 
subject. Hence ~'less a. [OE creda, f. 
L CREDO] 

creek, n. II Inlet on sea-coast; small har¬ 
bour; short arm of river; (U.S. & Colon.) 
tributary river; narrow plain between 
mountains. [(1) ME crike f. ON kriki (or 
partly f. OF crique, f. ON); (2) ME creke 
f. MDu. creke (or f. crike by lengthening); 
ult. orig. unkn.] 

creel, n. Large wicker basket for fish; 
angler’s fishing-basket, [orig. Sc., of 
unkn. orig.] 

creep, v.i. (cr&pt), & n. 1. Move with 
body prone & close to ground; move 
timidly, slowly, or stealthily; ~ing 
barrage; insinuate oneself into, come in, 
up, unobserved; proceed, exist, abjectly; 
(of plants) grow along ground, wall, etc.; 
flesh ~s, feels as if things were ~ing over 
it (result of fear, repugnance, etc.); 
(Naut.) drag with creeper at bottom of 
water; ~-mouse (adj.), timid, shy. 2. n. 
~ing; shrinking horror, as (colloq. pi.) 
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gave me the ~s; low arch under railway 
embankment; opening in hedge etc.; 
(Geol.) gradual movement of disintegrated 
rock due to atmospheric changes etc. 
[OE creopan, OS criopan, ON krupja 
f. Gmc *kreupan] 

creep'er, n. In vbl senses, esp.: plant 
that creeps along ground or up wall; 
grapnel for dragging bottom of water. 
[-ER1 ] 

creep'y, a. Having a creeping of the flesh; 
productive of this; given to creeping. So 
—crawl'y a. [-y2] 

creese, crease, kris (-es, -Is), n. Malay 
dagger with wavy blade. [Malay (keris, 
kres)] 

crem|ate', v.t. Consume (esp. corpse) by 
fire. So ~a'tion, ~a'tionisi(2) (-sho-), 
nn. [10th c. back form. f. cremation 
(17th c.) f. L crematio f. cremare burn] 

cremat'or, n. Person, furnace, cremating 
corpses or rubbish. Hence crematdr'i- 
um (pi. -s, -ia), crem'atORY(2), nn. [f. 
as prec., see -or] 

creme (-am), n. ~ de menthe (demahnt), 
peppermint liqueur; ~ de la ~ (-dlah-), 
the very pick, elite. [F] 

cremon'a, n. Violin made at C~; cro- 
morne. [place] 

cren'ate, -ated, a. (bot., zool.). With 
notched or toothed edge. Hence crenA- 
tion n. [f. mod. L crenatus f. pop. L 
(= It.) crena notch, see -ate2] 

cren'ature, n. Rounded tooth on edge 
of leaf etc. [as prec. see -ure] 

cren'el, crenelle', n. Open space in 
embattled parapet, for shooting through 
etc. [ME, f. OF crenel, dim. of cren, cran; 
cf. It. f. pop. L crena notch; see cranny, 
CRENATE] 

cren'e(l)late, v.t. Furnish with battle¬ 
ments or loopholes. Hence crenellA'TlON 
n. [f. F crineler (as prec.), see -ate3] 

cre'ole, n. & a. (Descendant of) Euro¬ 
pean (also ~ white) or Negro (~ Negro) 
settler in W. Indies, Mauritius, etc.; (adj.) 
of such descent, (of animals etc.) natural¬ 
ized in W. Indies etc. [F crdole f. Sp. 
criollo, app. ult. f. criar breed (cf. Sp. 
criado domestic), f. L creare create ] 

cre'osote, n. Colourless oily fluid distilled 
from wood-tar, a strong antiseptic; 
(Commerc.) carbolic acid. Hence cres'cL 
n., caustic liquid obtained by distillation 
of coal tar. [f. Gk kreas meat +sozo save] 

crepe (-ap), n. Crapy fabric other than 
black mourning crape; ~ de Chine 
(deshen), of silk kind; ~ rubber, very 
durable mbber used for shoe soles etc. 
[F, f. L crispa curled; see crape] 

crep'It|ate, v.i. Make crackling sound; (of 
beetles) eject pungent fluid with sharp 
report. So ~ant a., ~a'tion n. [f. L 
crepitare frequent, of crepare creak, see 
-ATE 3] 

crepon (krgp'bn), n. Stuff like crape, but 
of firmer substance. [F (as CRfiPE, see -OON) ] 

crept. See creep. 

crepus cular, a. Of twilight; (Zool.) ap¬ 
pearing, active, in twilight; dim, not yet 
fully enlightened, [f. L crepusculum twi¬ 
light + -ar 1 ] 

crescSn'do (krSsh-), adv., n., & a. (mus.). 
(Passage of music to be played) with 
gradually increasing volume (abbr. crcs., 
erase.)-, (fig.) progress towards a climax. 
[It., part, of crescere grow (as foil.)] 

cres'cent, n. & a. 1. Increasing moon; 
figure of moon in first or last quarter; 
this as badge of Turkish Sultans; the 
Turkish power; the Mohammedan re¬ 
ligion ; any figure of ~ shape, || esp. row 
of houses. 2. adj. Increasing, ~-shaped. 
[ME & AF cressant, OF creissant, f. L 
crescere grow, see -ent] 

cress, n. Name of various plants usu. 
with pungent edible leaves, as garden ~, 
waterx~; Indian ~, tropaeolum. [OE 
cresse, cressa — OHG kressa, -o, f. WG 
*krasjo- creep ] 

cress'et, n. Metal vessel for holding 
grease or oil for light, usu. mounted 
on pole; (mod.) fire-basket for lighting 
wharf etc. [ME, f. OF cresset, craisset, f. 
craisse = graisse grease] 

crest, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Comb or tuft on 
animal’s head; fallen, with drooping 
~, dejected, abashed; plume, tuft, of 
feathers; (apex of) helmet; head, top, 
esp. of mountain; surface line of neck in 
animals; mane. 2. (anat.). Ridge along 
surface of bone, as frontal, occipital, ~ of 
skull. 3. (her.). Device above shield & 
helmet on coat of arms, or separately, as 
on seal, notepaper, etc. 4. v.t. Furnish 
with ~, serve as ~ to, reach ~ of (hill, 
wave); (v.i., of waves) form into a ~. 
[ME, f. OF creste f. L crista tuft] 

creta'ceous (-shus), a. Of (the nature of) 
chalk; C~ system (Geol.), third & final 
system of the Mesozoic group of rocks, [f. 
L cretaceus (creta chalk, see -aceous)] 

cret'ic, n. Metrical foot (-<->-). [f. l f. Gk 
Kretikos (Krete Crete, see -ic) ] 

cret'In, n. Deformed idiot of a kind found 
esp. in Alpine valleys. Hence ~ism (2) n., 
~ize v.t., ~ous a. [f. F critin f. Swiss F 
creitin, crestin f. L Christianas CHRISTIAN 

in mod. Rom. sense ‘human creature’] 
cret'onne (also -et5n'), n. Stout un¬ 
glazed cotton cloth with pattern printed 
on one or both sides. [F ] 

crevasse', n. Deep fissure in ice of glacier. 
[F, readopted as different, f. foil. ] 

crev'ice, n. Chink, fissure. [ME crevace, 
-isse f. OF crevace (mod. -asse) f. crever 
burst (L crepare) + -asse = L -aceo, see 
-aceous] 

crew1 (-do), n. Whole body of men man¬ 
ning ship or boat; associated body, com¬ 
pany, of persons; set, gang, mob; ~ cut, 
man’s hair cut short all over. [ME crue 
f. OF creue increase fern. p.p. (as n.) of 
croistre grow f. L crescere] 

crew2. See crow3. 

crew'el (-do-), n. Thin worsted yarn for 
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tapestry & embroidery; —work, design in 
worsted on linen or cloth ground. [15th c. 
crule; orig. unkn.] 

crib1, n. Barred receptacle for fodder; 
hovel, hut; small bed for child, with 
barred sides; wicker salmon-trap; frame¬ 
work lining shaft of mine; (also —work) 
heavy crossed timbers used in founda¬ 
tions in loose soil etc.; *bin for maize, 
salt, etc.; set of cards given to dealer at 
cribbage, taken from other players’ 
hands; (colloq.) plagiarism; translation 
for (esp. illegitimate) use of students; 
crack2 a ~; biting (of horses), habit of 
seizing manger in teeth & at same time 
noisily drawing in breath. [OE crib(b), 
OS kribbia, OHG kripp(e)a f. WG 
*kribjon] 

crib2, v.t. (-bb-). Confine in small space; 
furnish (cowshed etc.) with cribs; pilfer; 
copy unfairly or without acknowledge¬ 
ment. [f. prec.] 

cribb'age, n. Card game for two, three, 
or four persons, [f. crib 1 + -age ] 

crib'rifdrm, a. (anat., bot.). Having small 
holes, like a sieve, [f. L cribrum sieve + 
-FORM] 

crick, n., & v.t. Spasmodic affection of 
muscles of neck, back, etc., sudden stiff¬ 
ness ; (v.t.) produce ~ in (neck etc.). 
[15th c., of unkn. orig.] 

crick'et1, n. (Also house—) a jumping 
chirping insect. [ME, f. OF criquet f. 
criquer creak etc.; imit. ] 

crick'et2, n., & v.i. Open-air game played 
with ball, bats, & wickets, between two 
sides of 11 players each (II not ~ colloq., 
infringing the codes of fair play between 
honourable opponents in any sphere); 
(v.i.) play ~. Hence ~eu1 n. [from 1598, 
of uncert. orig.; cf. OF criquet stick to 
aim at in the game of bowls; cf. Flem. 
krick(e) stick] 

cric'oid, a. & n. Ring-shaped (cartilage 
of larynx), [f. Gk krikoeides (krikos ring, 
-oid)] 

cri de coeur (kre' de kdr'), n. A passionate 
appeal, complaint, or protest. [F, = cry 
from the heart] 

cri'er, n. One who cries; officer who 
makes public announcements in court of 
justice or (town ~) in a town. [ME & OF 
criere, nom. of crieur (crier cry, see -or)] 

crik'ey, int. (si.), expr. astonishment, 
[euphem. for Christ] 

crime, n., & v.t. 1. Act(usu. grave offence) 
punishable by law; evil act, sin; ~-sheet, 
record of soldier’s offences against regu¬ 
lations. Hence ~'less (-ml-) a. 2. v.t. 
(mil.). Charge with or convict of military 
offence. [ME, f. OF f. L crimen -minis 
judgement, offence] 

crime passionnel (krem' pftsydnSl'), n. 
Crime due to jealousy. [F, = crime of 
passion] 

criminal, a. & n. Of (the nature of) 
crime; ~ conversation, connexion ; (per¬ 
son) guilty of crime. Hence or cogn. 

cripple 

crimlnal'iTY n., ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
criminel f. LL criminalis (as crime, see -al) ] 

crim'In|ate, v.t. Charge with crime; 
prove (oneself etc.) guilty of crime; cen¬ 
sure. Hence or cogn. ~a'tion n., ~atrvE, 

~atORY, aa. [f. L criminari (crimen crime), 
see -ate3] 

crim'ine, -ny, int. (arch.), expr. astonish¬ 
ment. [euphem. for Christ]] 

criminol'ogy, n. Science of crime, [f. L 
crimen -minis crime+-o-4--logy] 

crim'inous, a. Guilty of crime, only 
in phr. ~ clerk (clergyman), [f. AF 
criminous (OF -eux) f. L criminosus (as 
prec., see -ous)] 

crimpx, n., & v.t. Agent who entraps men 
for seamen or soldiers (also fig.); (v.t.) 
entrap thus, impress, (seamen, soldiers). 
[17th c., of unkn. orig.] 

crimp2, v.t. Compress into plaits or folds, 
frill; make flutings in, corrugate; con¬ 
tract (flesh of freshly-caught fish) by 
gashing; mould, bend, into shape, 
[prob. f. MDu., MLG krimpen, — MHG 
krimpfen; cogn. w. cramp1- 2] 

crim'son (-z-), a. & n., & v.t. & i. Deep- 
-red (colour); ~ rambler; (v.t. & i.) turn 
~. [15th c. cremesin — early Sp. cremesin, 
early It. -ino, med. L -inus, metathetic 
alt. (4 -in(o) -ine x) of ker-, car- f. Arab. 
qirmazi: see cramoisy ] 

cringe (-j), v.i., & n. Cower; bow servilely; 
behave obsequiously (to); (n.) fawning 
obeisance, cringing. [ME crcnge, causal 
deriv. of OE cringan, crincan, see crank1] 

cringle (kring'gl), n. (naut.). Eye of rope 
containing thimble for another rope to 
pass through, [f. LG kringel dim. of kring 
ring f. root of crank1 ] 

crin'ite, a. (bot., zool.). Hairy, [f. L 
crinitus (crinis hair) ] 

crinkl|e (kring'kl), v.t. & i., & n. Twist, 
wrinkle. Hence ~y2 a. [ME, frequent, 
f. st. of OE crincan, see cringe, crank1, 
-le(3)] 

crink'um-crank'um, n. & a. (Thing) 
full of twists & turns (lit. & fig.), [playful 
f. CRANK1] 

crin'oid, a. & n. (zool.). Lily-shaped 
(echinoderm). Hence crinoid'AL a. [f. 
Gk krinoeidcs (krinon lily, see -oid)] 

crinolette', n. Contrivance for distending 
back of woman’s skirt, [dim. f. foil. ] 

crin'oline (also -en), n. Stiff fabric of 
horsehair etc. formerly used for skirts; 
hooped petticoat; netting round -war¬ 
ship as defence against- torpedoes. [F (L 
crinis hair + linum thread)] 

crio-, comb, form of Gk krios ram, as 
-sphinx (ram-headed), -ceratile, ram’s- 
-horn ammonite. 

crip'ple, n., & v.t. & i. Lame person; 
staging for cleaning windows etc.; (v.t.) 
lame, (fig.) disable, impair; (v.i.) hobble, 
walk lamely, (along etc.). Hence ~dom 
(-Id-), ~hood (-lh-), nn. [OE crypel, 
MHG kriippel, ON kryppilli. Gmc *krup- 
Ckreupan creep)] 



cris 
CriS. = CREESE, 
crls'is, n. (pi. crls’cs, pr. -ez). Tuming- 
-poiat, csp. of disease; moment of danger 
or suspense in politics, commerce, etc., as 
cabinet, financial, ~. [L, f. Gk krisis 
decision (krino decide) ] 

crisp, a., n., & v.t. & i. Hard but fragile, 
brittle; bracing, as~ air; brisk, decisive, 
as ~ manner, style, etc.; (of hair etc.) 
curly; II (n. pi.) thin fried and dried 
shoes of potato (marketed in packets); 
(v.t. & i.) curl in short stiff folds, make or 
become ~. Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 
[OE crisp adj. f. L crispus curled] 

cris'pate, a. Crisped, (Bot., Zool.) with 
wavy margin, [f. L crispare, -ate2] 

crispa'tion, n. Curling; undulation; con¬ 
traction (esp. = goose-skin), [as prec., 
-ATION ] 

crisp'y, a. Curly; brittle; bri3k. [-Y2] 
criss-cross (-aws), n., a., adv., & v.i. & t. 

1. Crossing lines, currents, etc. (for ~ row 
see christ-cross-row). 2. adj. In cross 
lines (~ pattern, traffic), (of persons or 
temper) peevish. 3. adv. Crosswise, at 
cross purposes (.everything went ~). 4. vb. 
Move crosswise, work with ~ pattern, 
[orig. (15th c.) f. Christ’s Cross; later 
apprehended as redupl. of cross] 

cris'tate, a. (nat. hist.). Having a crest. 
[f. L cristatus (as crest, see -ate2)] 

criter'ion, n. (pi. -ia). Principle, stand¬ 
ard, a thing is judged by. [f. Gk krilerion 
as foil. ] 

crit'ic, n. One who pronounces judge¬ 
ment ; censurer; judge of literary or artis¬ 
tic works; one skilled in textual criticism. 
Hence ~aster n. [f. L f. Gk kriiikos 
(kriles judge f. krino, see -ic) ] 

crit'ical, a. Censorious, fault-finding; 
skilful, engaged, in criticism; belonging 
to criticism; involving risk or suspense, 
as~ condition, operation; (Math., Physics) 
marking transition from one state etc. to 
another, as ~ angle, temperature. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [-AL] 

crlt'Icism, n. Work of a critic; critical 
essay or remark; textual ~ (dealing with 
text of an author); the higher ~ (dealing 
with origin, character, etc., of texts, esp. 
of Biblical writings). [-ISM] 

crit'iciz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Discuss critic¬ 
ally (often abs.); censure. Hence ~able 

a. [-ize] 

crit'ico- in comb. = critically, critical & 
-—, as -historical, [critic-f-o-] 

critique' (-ek), n. Critical essay or notice; 
art of criticism, [alt., after F critique, of 
critic in obs. sense criticism] 

croak, n., & v.i. & t. Deep hoarse sound 
of frog or raven; (v.i.) utter ~, forebode 
evil, (si.) die; (v.t.) utter dismally, *(sl.) 
Mil. Hence ~'y2 a. [16th c. (cf. 15th c. 
crolc), imit.; cf. crake, creak] 

croak'er, n. In vbl senses; esp., prophet 
of evil, [-er1] 

Cro'at, n. Member of the people from 
which Croatia is named. [Slav. ] 

crony 

cro'ceate (-si-), a. Saffron, saffron-col¬ 
oured. [f. L croceus (crocus), see -ate2] 

cro'chet (-shl), n., & v.t. (-cheted pr. -shld). 
Knitting (material or work) done with 
hooked needle; (v.t.) make (shawl etc. 
or abs.) in ~. [F, dim. of croc hook] 

cr5'cidolite, n. A fibrous silicate of iron 
& sodium, blue asbestos; yellow mineral 
produced from this, used for ornament, 
[f. Gk krokis -idos nap of cloth + -LITE ] 

crSck1, n. Earthen pot or jar; || (dial.) 
metal pot; broken piece of earthenware 
used for covering hole in flowerpot. [OE 
croc, crocca, rel. to ON krukka; also rel. 
to OE crog (G krug), OE cruce (MHG 
kruche)] 

crock2, n., & v.i. & t. (SI.) inefficient or 
broken-down or worn-out person; broken- 
-down horse; II (Sc.) old ewe; (v.i. si.)~ 
up, break down; (v.t.) disable (usu. in 
p.p.). [orig. Sc., cf. Norw. krake sickly 
beast, MDu. kraecke broken-down horse 
or house; app. cogn. w. crack] 

crock'ery, n. Earthenware vessels, [f. 
ob3. (14th c.) crocker potter (crock1), see 
-ery ] 

crock'et, n. Small ornament (usu. bud 
or curled leaf) on inclined sides of pin¬ 
nacles etc. [f. AF croket, = OF crochet; 
see CROQUET, CROTCHET] 

croc'odlle, n. Large amphibious saurian 
reptile (esp. the Nile species); ~ tears 
(hypocritical, from belief that the croco¬ 
dile wept while devouring, or to allure, its 
victim); || (colloq.) schoolgirls walking 
two & two. Hence crocodil'iAN (-yon) a. 
[ME & OF cocodrille f. LL cocodrillus f. L 
f. Gk krokodeilos ] 

croc'us, n. Kinds of dwarf bulbous plants 
with brilliant (usu. yellow cr purple) 
flowers; ~ sativvs, species of this yielding 
saffron; autumnal ~; a peroxide of iron 
used for polishing. [L, f. Gk krokos 
crocus, saffron] 

Croes'us (kres-), n. Wealthy person. [~, 
king of Lydia] 

II croft (-aw-, -5-), n. Enclosed piece of 
(usu. arable) land; small holding of 
crofter. [OE croft, of unkn. orig.] 

|| crof'ter (-aw-, -6-), n. One who rents a 
small holding, esp. joint tenant of Scotch 
divided farm, [-er1] 

Cro-Magnon (-man'yon), a. Of a pre¬ 
historic tall long-headed European race, 
remains of which were found in ~, a cave 
in Dordogne, France, 

crom'lech (-k), n. (In Wales & now rarely 
in England) megalithic tomb; (in France) 
circle of upright prehistoric stones; 
(formerly in England) megalithic tomb or 
stono circle. [W (crom bent, llech flat 
stone)] 

cromohne', cremSn'a, n. An organ reed- 
-stop. [F, f. G krumrnliorn crooked horn] 

crone, n. Withered old woman; old ewe. 
[ME, f. ONF carogne carrion or MDu. 
c(a,)roonje, f. same source] 

cron'y, n. Intimate friend. [17th c.. 
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Camb. Univ. si., f. Gk khronios of long 
standing, chronic, f. khronos time] 

crook, n. & a., & v.t. & i. Shepherd’s, 
bishop’s, hooked staff; anything hooked; 
hook; bend, curve; act of bending; (si.) 
rogue, swindler; by hook or by ~; (si.) on 
the ~, dishonestly; ~-back(ed), hunch- 
back(ed); (adj.) = crooked ; (v.t. & i.) 
bend, curve. [ME croc f. ON krokr hook 
etc.] 

crdok'ed, a. Not straight, bent, twisted; 
deformed; bent with age; (fig.) not 
straightforward, dishonest; (of stick, 
pr. -dbkt) having a cross handle, crutched. 
Hence ~LV2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, f. prec. 
+ -ED1] 

Crookes (-ks), n. Name of Sir William 
~ (d. 1919), English scientist, used attrib. 
(or in gen.) to designate apparatus in¬ 
vented by him etc. So: ~ rays, cathode 
rays; ~’s tube, glass vacuum tube for 
illustrating high rarefaction phenomena; 
~’s vacuum (extremely high one), 

croon, v.t. & i., & n. (Hum, sing, mutter, 
in) low undertone. Hence ~'er1 n., soft 
singer of highly sentimental songs. (ME, 
orig. Sc. & north., f. MDu., MLG kronen 
groan, lament, (Du. kreunen)] 

crop *, n. Pouch-like enlargement of gullet 
in birds, where food is prepared for di¬ 
gestion ; stock, handle, of whip; (also 
hunting-~) short whipstock with loop 
instead of lash; produce of cultivated 
plants, esp. cereals; in, under, out of, ~ 
(cultivation); season’s total yield (of 
cereal etc.); entire hide of animal tanned; 
cropping of hair; style of wearing hair 
cut short; piece cut off end; name of 
some cuts of meat; neck & ~; <—eared, 
with ears (also, hair) cut short; —over, 
annual junketings at end of the W.- 
-Indian sugar-cane harvest. [OE crop(p), 
MDu., MLG kropp, OHG kropf, ON 
kroppr] 

crop2, v.t. & i. (-pp-). Cut off; (of animals) 
bite off (tops of plants); gather, reap; cut 
short (ears, tail, hair, nap of cloth, edges 
of book); sow, plant, (land with barley 
etc.); (v.i.) bear a crop; turn up un¬ 
expectedly; ~ out, forth, appear; (Geol.) 
~ up, out, come to surface, [f. prec. ] 

cropp'er, n. Person, thing, that crops; 
pigeon with large crop, pouter; good, 
heavy, light, ~, plant yielding good etc. 
crop; (si.) heavy fall, as came a ~. 
[CROP1-2 + -ER1] 

cropp'y, n. Person with short cropped 
hair, esp. (hist.) Irish rebel, sympathizer 
with French revolution, in 1798. [CROP1 
+ -Y2] 

crd'quet (-ka, -kl, *kroka'), n. Game, 
played on lawn, in which wooden balls 
are driven with mallets through hoops; 
act of croqueting a ball. [perh. North. 
F, dial, form of crochet] 

crS'quet2 (-kl), v.t. (~ing, ~ed, pr. -kllng, 
-kid). (In game of croquet) drive away 
(opponent’s ball or abs.) by placing the 

cross 

two together & striking one’s own (cf. 
roquet), [f. prec.] 

croquette' (-k6t), n. Seasoned & fried 
ball of rice, potato, meat, etc. [F (croquer 
crunch)] 

crore, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Ten millions, one 
hundred lakhs (usu. of rupees), [f. Hind. 
kror] 

cro'sier, -zier, (-zhyer), n. Bishop’s, 
abbot’s, pastoral staff; (improp.) arch¬ 
bishop’s cross, [orig. ■= bearer of a crook, 
ME croscr, f. OF crossier f. crosse crook ; 

confused w. OF croisier (ME croiscr) cross- 
-bearer, f. croiz cross + -ier ; mod. crosier 
= ~’s staff (16th c.) ] 

cross1 (-aw-, -0-), n. 1. Stake (usu. with 
transverse bar) used by the ancients for 
crucifixion, e3p. that on which Christ was 
crucified; model of this as religious em¬ 
blem ; sign of ~ made with right hand as 
religious act; staff surmounted with ~ & 
borne before archbishop or in processions, 
—bearer, person wrho carries this; monu¬ 
ment in form of ~, esp. (also market—) 
one in centre of town; Christian religion. 
2. Trial, affliction; annoyance. 3. — 
-shaped thing; (Southern) C~, a constella¬ 
tion; Greek ~ (-f-); Latin ~ (-f-); St 
A ndrew’s — (X): Tau ~, ~ of St Anthony, 
(T); Maltese ~ (►£); fiery ~, Scots signal 
(orig. two bloody sticks) sent through 
district to rouse inhabitants. 4. Decora¬ 
tion in orders of knighthood (.Grand C~, 
highest degree of this); decoration for 
personal valour, as Victoria, George, 
Distinguished Service, Military, Distin¬ 
guished Flying, C~. 5. Intermixture of 
breeds; animal resulting from this; 
mixture, compromise, between two 
things; (si.) fraud, swindle; on the ~, dia¬ 
gonally. Hence ~'let n., ~'wise adv. [(a) 
This (surviving) form is OE cros f. ON 
kross f. OIr. cros; there were also (b) OE 
cruc, ME cr(o)uche, = OHG kruzi-, (c) 
ME croiz f. OF croiz; (d) later Norse 
cars surviving in Sc., all ult. f. L crux 
cruets] 

cross2 (-aw-, -0-), v.t. & i. Place crosswise, 
as ~ swords (in fighting, also fig.); ~ one’s 
fingers, keep one’s fingers ~ed, crook one 
finger over another to bring good luck; 
make sign of cross on or over (esp. oneself, 
as sign of awe, to invoke divine protection, 
etc.); ~ fortune-teller’s hand with, give her 
(coin); draw line across, as ~ out, off, 
cancel, !| ~ cheque (with two lines usu. 
filled up with & Co. or name of bank 
through whom alone it may be paid); 
write across (u'hat is already written, a 
letter); go across (road, river, sea, or 
abs.); bestride (saddle, horse); carry, 
move, across; meet and pass (each other 
or abs.); two persons’ letters ~ (each being 
dispatched before receipt of the other); 
~ one’s mind, occur to one; ~ the path of, 
meet with, thwart; thwart (person, will, 
plans); (cause to) interbreed; cross- 
-fertilize (plants), [f. prec.] 
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cross3 (-aw-, -5-), a. Passing from side to 
side, transverse, (li~ bench, in the House 
of Lords, for independent members who 
do not vote with the Government or the 
official Opposition; so ~-bench, adj., 
impartial, as the ~-bench mind; ~ voting, 
when in Parliamentary divisions etc. 
some of either or each side vote against 
their own party, as there ivas no ~ voting); 
intersecting; contrary, opposed, (to a 
purpose etc., or abs.); (colloq.) peevish, 
out of humour, as be ~ with one, as ~ as 
two sticks, whence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n.; 
■—patch, ill-natured person; ~ reference 
(from one part of book to another for 
further information); (Bookkeeping) ~ 
entry (transferring amount to different 
account or neutralizing previous entry); 
~-bred, hybrid; (si.) dishonest, dishonestly 
got. [partly f. cross1, partly thr. (obs.) 
cross adv. ] 

cross- in comb. 1. f. cross n., objectively, 
as ~-bearer, or attrib. = having a trans¬ 
verse part, as cross-bow, marked with a 
~, as -—bun. 2. f. cross a. = crossing, 
transverse, as ~-6or, -beam, -keys, -piece, 
cross-section, cross-bones. 3. Adv., in 
vbs as ~-breed, -fertilize (animals, plants, 
from individuals of different species), 
cross-examine, cross-question; in vbl 
nouns as ~-j?re, firing in two crossing 
directions. 4. Prep. = across, as-—coun¬ 
try, adj., across fields, not following roads, 

cross'belt, n. Belt for cartridges etc. 
from shoulder to opposite hip. [cross-(2)] 

cross'bill, n. Bird the mandibles of whose 
bill cross when bill is closed. [cross-(2)] 

cross-bones, n. pi. Figure of two thigh- 
-bones laid across each other, usu. under 
skull as emblem of death. [cross-(2)] 

cross-bow (-bo), n. Bow fixed across 
wooden stock, with groove for the missile 
(stone, arrow, etc.) and mechanism for 
holding and releasing string. [cross-(I)] 

cross-butt'ock, n., & v.t. Throw over 
the hip, in wrestling. [cross-(4)] 

cross-coun'ter, n. (boxing). Blow at 
head delivered across opponent’s lead-off 
with the other hand, [cross- (4)] 

cross-cut, n. & a. Diagonal cut, path, 
etc.; figure in skating; (adj.) adapted for 
cutting across the grain (chiefly in~ saw). 
[CR0SS-(2)j 

crosse, n. Long racquet-like implement 
used in lacrosse. [F, f. OF croce, croc, 
hook] 

cross-exam'ine, v.t. Examine (esp. wit¬ 
ness in legal action) minutely, with a 
view to checking previous examination or 
eliciting suppressed facts. Hence cross- 
-examinA'TioN n. [cross-(3)] 

cross-garnet, n. T-shaped hinge, fixed 
to door etc. by the long shank. [OROSS- 
(1) + garnet kind of tackle or purchase] 

cross-grain, n. Grain running across 
the regular grain. [CROSS-(2)] 

cross-grained (-nd), a. (Of wood) with 
grain running irregularly or in crossing 

Croton 

directions; (fig.) perverse, intractable. 
[-ED2 ] 

cross-hatch, v.t. Engrave with inter¬ 
secting series of parallel lines. [cross-(3) ] 

cross head(ing), n. (In newspaper etc.) 
indication of the contents of the following 
passage inserted here & there across the 
column for the reader’s guidance in an 
article or report. [cross-(2)] 

cross'ing (-aw-, -0-), n. In vbl senses; 
also or esp.: intersection of two roads, 
railways, etc., as II level ~ (of road and 
railway, or two railways, on same level); 
place where street is crossed; ~-sweeper, 
one who sweeps this, [-inq1] 

cross-legged (-gd), a. (Of person squat¬ 
ting) with legs crossed; (of person sitting 
on chair) with one leg laid across the 
other. [cross-(3)] 

cross-light, n. Light that crosses an¬ 
other; (fig.) illustration of subject from 
another point of view. [cross-(2)] 

cross purposes, n. pi. Contrary or 
conflicting purposes; name of a game; 
be at ~, misunderstand one another, 
(also) have conflicting plans with same 
object, [cross-(2)] 

cross question, n. Question asked in 
CROSS-QUESTlONing;' 'S & crooked answers, 
game in which each question gets answer 
written for another. 

cross-ques'tion, v.t. Question in order to 
elicit details or test accuracy. [cross-(3)] 

cross-road, n. Koad that crosses another 
or joins two main roads; (also cross roads) 
intersection of two roads; at the ~s (fig.), 
at a critical turning-point (in person’s 
life etc.). [cross-(2)] 

cross-ruff, n., & v.i. (Whist, Bridge). 
Alternate trumping by partners (see 
ruff4); (vb) play a~. [CR0SS-(3)] 

crosslsec'tion, n. A transverse section, 
(fig.) a comprehensive representative 
sample. [cross-(2)] 

cross-stitch, n. Stitch formed of two 
crossing each other; kind of needlework 
characterized by these. [cross-(2)] 

‘cross-tie, n. Railway sleeper, [cross- 
(2)] 

cross-trees, n. pi. Two horizontal cross- 
-timbers bolted to head of lower mast to 
support mast above. [cross-(2) ] 

cross'word, n. Puzzle in which words 
crossing vertically & horizontally accord¬ 
ing to a chequered pattern have to be 
filled in from clues, [cross2] 

crStch, n. Bifurcation, fork (esp. of the 
human body), [perh. = ME & OF croche, 
croc hook f. ON krokr crook] 

crotch'et, n. || (Mus.) black-headed note 
with stem, half of minim; whimsical 
fancy, whence ~eer', ~iness, nn.,~y2a.; 
hook. [ME, f. OF, dim. of croc hook 
(prec.), see crocket] 

Crot'on, n. Genus of plants, from one 
species of which e~ oil, a drastic purga¬ 
tive, is obtained, [f. Gk kroton tick, 
croton] 
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crouch, v.i., & n. Stoop, bend, esp. 
timidly or servilely; (n.) ~ing. [ME, 
perh. f. OF crochir be bent, f. croc Ckook] 

croup1, -pe, (-00-), n. Rump, hind¬ 
quarters, (esp. of horse). [ME & OF 
croupe f. WG *krupp- rel. to crop1] 

croup2 (-do-), n. Inflammatory disease in 
larynx & trachea of children, marked by 
sharp cough, [f. (now dial.) vb croup croak 
(imit.)] 

croup'ier (-00-), n. Raker in of money at 
gaming table; assistant chairman at pub¬ 
lic dinner. [F, orig. = rider on the croup 1 ] 

crodton (krdot'awh), n. Small piece of 
fried bread served with soups. [F ] 

crow1 (-6), n. Kinds of birds, esp. carrion 
~, large black bird; white ~, a rarity; 
as the ~ flies, straight; *eat ~, submit to 
humiliation; ~ (-bar), bar of iron (usu. 
with beak-like end) used as lever; ~'- 
berry, fruit of a small heath-like shrub; 
~-bill, forceps for extracting bullets etc.; 

name of various plants, esp. species 
of buttercup, (Naut.) arrangement of 
small ropes for suspending awning, (Mil., 
also ~’s-/oo<) caltrop; ~’s-footed, marked 
with ~’s-feet; <■—quill, ~’s quill or steel 
pen for fine writing; ~’s-/ool, wrinkle at 
outer corner of eye; ~s-nest, barrel fixed 
at mast-head of whaler etc. as shelter for 
look-out man; ~-loe, || bluebell (& other 
flowers, as buttercup). [OE crawe, OS 
krdia, OHG krdja etc., f. crow3] 

crow2 (-6), n. Crowing of cock; joyful cry 
of infant. [ME, f. foil. ] 

crow3 (-6), v.i. (past crew pr. krdo, or~cd 
pr. krod, p.p. ~ed). Utter loud cry of 
cock; (of child) utter joyful cry; exult 
loudly; ~ over, triumph over. [OE 
erdwan, OHG krdjan, kraen, WG of imit. 
orig. ] 

crowd1, n. Throng, dense multitude, 
(would pass in a ~, is not conspicuously 
defective); the ~, the masses; (colloq.) 
company, set, lot; large number (of 
things); (Naut.) ~ of sail, large number 
of sails hoisted, [f. foil. ] 

crowd2, v.i. & t. Collect (t. & i.) in a 
crowd; fill, occupy, cram, (space etc. 
with); fill (place etc.) as a crowd does; 
force one’s way into, through, etc. (con¬ 
fined space etc. or abs.); force (thing, 
person) into etc.; — out, exclude by 
~ing; (Naut., of ship or crew) hasten 
on; ~ sail, hoist unusual number of 
sails. [OE crudan press, drive, corresp. 
to MDu., MLG cruden press, push] 

crown n. 1. Wreath of flowers etc. worn 
on head, esp. as emblem of victory, (also 
fig. as martyr's ~, no cross no ~). 2. 
Monarch’s head-covering of gold etc. & 
jewels; (fig.) king or queen, regal power, 
supreme governing power in a monarchy. 
3. Any ~-shaped ornament. 4. (British 
coin worth) five shillings; foreign coin, 
eSp. = krone. 5. Top part, esp. of skull; 
whole head; upper part of cut gem above 
girdle; highest or central part of arch or 

crucify 

arched structure, as ~ of the causeway; 
top of hat; part of tooth projecting from 
gum. 6. Size of paper, 15' x 20'. 7. ~ 
& anchor, popular gambling game played 
with dice marked with ~s, anchors, etc., 
and a corresponding board; ~-glass, 
made in circular sheets without lead or 
iron and used chiefly for windows; II — 
-land (belonging to the C~); C~ Colony 
(controlled by the C~); ~ Derby, kind of 
china made at Derby & often marked 
with ~ surmounting D ; || ~ law, criminal 
law; || ~ lawyer (in service of the C~); 
C~ office (transacting common law busi¬ 
ness of Chancery); C~ prince, heir- 
-apparent or designate to a sovereign 
throne; C~ princess, his wife; ~-wheel, 
contrate wheel. [ME corune, crune, etc., 
f. ONF corune (OF corone) f. L corona] 

crown2, v.t. 1. Place crown on (person, 
head); invest (person) with regal crown 
or dignity (~ him, ~ him king; ~ed heads, 
kings & queens); (fig.) reward; occupy 
the head of, form chief ornament to, (lit. 
& fig.); put finishing touch to, as to 
~ all; bring (efforts) to happy issue. 
2. (Draughts) make (piece) a king. 3. 
(Dent.)~ a tooth, protect its remains with 
a gold etc. cap cemented on. [ME 
c(o)rune etc., f. AF coruner (OF coroner) 
f. L coronare] 

crowned (-nd), a. In vbl senses; (of hat) 
high, low, —, with high, low, crown. 
[-ED1’ 2] 

II crown'er, n. (obs. or dial.). = coroner. 
[pop. by-form of coroner, assim. to crown ] 

cru'cial (-ooshl), a. Decisive, critical, 
(case, point, test, etc.); (Anat.) cross- 
-shaped, as ~ incision. [F, f. L crux crucis 
cross + -AL] 

cru'cian, -sian, (-ooshn), n. Yellow fish 
allied to carp. [f. LG karusse + -an ] 

cru'ciate (-oosh-), a. (zool., bot.). Cross- 
-shaped. [f. L crux crucis cross; see 
-ate2(2)] 

cru'cible (-do-), n. Melting-pot (usu. of 
earthenware); (fig.) severe trial. [ME, f. 
med. L crucibulum night-lamp, crucible, 
app. f. crux crucis cross] 

crucif'erous (-do-), a. Wearing, adorned 
with, a cross; (Bot.) of the family Cruci- 
ferae, having flowers with four equal 
petals arranged crosswise, [f. LL crucifer 
(as crucial, see -ferous)] 

cru'cifix (-do-), n. Image of Christ on the 
cross; (improp.) cross. [ME, f. LL cruci- 
fixus f. crux crucis cross; see fix ] 

crucifi'xion(-db-; -kshon), n. Crucifying; 
the (of Christ); picture of this. [f. 
LL crucifixio (as prec., see -ion)] 

cru'ciform (-do-), a. Cross-shaped, [f. L 
crux crucis cross, see -form] 

cru'cify (-do-), v.t. Put to death by 
fastening to a cross; (fig.) mortify (pas¬ 
sions, sins, flesh); (Mil.) tie up (soldier) 
with arms out in field punishment. [ME, 
f. OF crucifier f. Rom. *crucificare (see 
-fy) for LL cruciflgere (see crucifix)] 



crude 294 
crude (-00-), a. In the natural or raw 
state; (of food etc.) not digested; unripe; 
(of diseases etc.) not matured; (fig.) iU- 
-digested, unpolished, lacking finish; 
rude,blunt, (action, statement, manners); 
(Gram., of form of word) uninflected. 
Hence or cogti. ~'ly2 (-dl-) adv., ~'ness 
(-dn-), crud'iTY, nn., (-oo-)- [ME, f. L 
crudus raw] 

cru'el (-00-), a. Indifferent to, delighting 
in, another’s pain; (of actions) showing 
such indifference or pleasure; painful, 
distressing. Hence or cogn. ~ly2 adv., 
~ty n., (-00-). [ME, f. OF, f. L crudelis] 

cru'et (-00-), n. Small glass bottle with 
stopper for vinegar, oil, etc., for table; 
small vessel for wine or water in celebra¬ 
tion of Eucharist; ~-stand (for ~s & 
castors). [ME cruct{t)e app. f. AF 
*cruet(e) dim. OF crue, cruie pot, f. OLG 
cruca (chock1)] 

cruise (-doz), v.i., & n. 1. Sail to & fro on 
look-out for ships, for protection of com¬ 
merce in time of war, for plunder, or for 
pleasure, making for no particular port 
(also fig.); (of aircraft) fly at cruising 

■ speed (economic travelling speed, less 
than top speed). 2. n. Cruising voyage. 
[f. Du. kruisen (f. kruis CROSS); cf. Sp., 
Port, cruzar, F croiser] 

cruis'er (-doz-), n. Warship of high 
speed & medium armament; armoured 
~ (with lighter armour than battleship); 
battle1, belt 2ed, ~; (unprotected ~, one 
with(out) protective deck; ~ weight (Box¬ 
ing), ‘light-heavy’ weight, 12 st. 10 lb. 
(amateur), 12st. 71b. (professional). [f.Du. 
kruiser (as prcc., see -er1)] 

II cruive (-oov), n. (Sc.). Wicker salmon- 
-trap. [15th c., of unkn. orig.] 

“crull'er, n. A small cake made of dough 
containing eggs, butter, sugar, etc., 
twisted or curled & fried in fat. [f. Du. 
krullen curl] 

crumb (-in), n., & v.t. Small fragment, 
esp. of bread; (fig.) small particle, atom, 
(0/comfort etc.); soft inner part of bread; 
<—doth (laid over carpet, esp. under 
table); (v.t.) cover, thicken, with ~s, 
break into ~s. Hence ~'Y2 (-ml) a. [OE 
cruma, MDu. crume, MDu., MLG cromc, 
Ioel. krumr, kraumr] 

crum'ble, v.t. & i. Break, fall, into 
crumbs or fragments (lit. Sc fig.), (earlier 
crimble f. OE cruma-, assim. to cf.umb] 

crum'bly, a. Apt to crumble (intr.). 
[crumb + -ly 1; now treated as f. prec. + 
-y2] 

crump, v.t., 8: n. (colloq.). Hit (esp. 
cricket-ball) hard; (n.) hard hit, heavy 
fall, (army si.) bursting shell; sound of 
bursting bomb or shell, [imit.] 

crum'pet, n. Soft cake of a yeast mixture, 
baked on iron plate; (si.) head (barmy’ on 
the ~). [17th c., of unkn. orig.] 

crum'ple, v.t. & i. Crush together or up 
into creased state; ruffle, wrinkle; become 
creased; (fig.) collapse, give way (usu. 

Crustacea 

with up), [f. obs. crump v. & a. (make, 
become) curved+ -le(3)] 

crunch, v.t, & i., & n. 1. Crush with teeth, 
esp. noisily; grind under foot (gravel 
etc.); make one’s way (up, through, etc.) 
thus. 2. n. ~ing (noise), [replaces 
cra(u)nch, imit.] 

crupp'er, n. Strap buckled to back of 
saddle & looped under horse’s tail; hind¬ 
quarters of horse. [ME, f. AF cropere 
(OF -iere), f. WG *kropp- crop1; see 
CROUP1, -ER2] 

crur'al (-oor-), a. (anat.). Of the leg. [f. 
L cruralis (crus cruris leg, see -AL)] 

crusade' (-do-), n., & v.i. (Hist.) Christian 
expedition to recover Holy Land from 
Mohammedans; war instigated by Church 
for alleged religious ends; (fig.) aggressive 
movement against public evil etc., as 
Temperance ~; (v.i.) engage in ~. Hence 
crusad'ER1 n. [in 16th c. croisade (F, f. 
croix), later crusado, -ada (Sp., f. cruz), 
18th c. crusade; sec CROSS, -ABE ] 

crusad'o (-00-), n. Portuguese coin. 
[f. Port, cruzado marked with cross] 

cruse (-bos, -doz), n. (arch.). Pot, jar, of 
earthenware (widow’s ~). [15th c. crowse 
corresp. to OE criise (cf. OHG kruselin, 
MHG kruse); cruse perh. f. MLG krus] 

crush1, v.t. & i. Compress with violence, 
so as to break, bruise, etc.; crumple 
(dress etc.) by rough handling; (fig.) sub¬ 
due, overwhelm, as a ~ir.g defeat, reply; 
~ out, extinguish, stamp out; ~ a cup of 
wine, drink it; (v.i.) squeeze one’s way 
(into etc.). [ME, f. OF croissir, cruissir, of 
unkn. orig.) 

crush2, n. Act of crushing; crowded mass 
(esp. of persons); (colloq.) crowded social 
gathering; (Austral.) fenced passage with 
funnel-shaped end along which cattle are 
driven in single file for branding; similar 
but shorter closed passage for dealing 
with single animal; ~-room in theatre 
etc. (for promenade during intervals); ~ 
hat, collapsible opera hat with spring; 
have a ~ on (si.), be in love with. [f. 
prec. ] 

crust, n., & v.t. & i. I. Hard outer part of 
bread; similar casing of anything, e.g. 
harder layer over soft snow (—hunt n. & 
v.t. & i., of hunting elks etc. over a ~ 
that supports hunters but not quarry); 
hard dry scrap of bread; pastry covering 
pie; hard dry formation, scab, on skin; 
(Gcol.) outer portion of earth; coating, 
deposit, on surface of anything; ~ of 
wine, deposit on sides of bottle; hard ex¬ 
ternal covering of animal or plant; (fig.) 
anything superficial; (si.) impudence. 
2. v.t. Cover with, form into, ~; (v.i.) 
become covered with ~. [ME crouste, 
cruste, partly f. OF crouste, partly f. its 
source, L crusla] 

Criista'cea (-sha), n. pi. Large class cf 
animals, mostly aquatic, with hard shell, 
as crabs, lobsters, shrimps. Hence 
crustA'CEAy (-ashn) a. & n.; crusta- 
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ceoL ogy n [neut. pi. of mod. L crust- 
(aceus -aceous)] 

crusta'ceous (-shus), a. Crust-like; (of 
animals) having a hard covering, esp. 
(Zool.) belonging to the Crustacea, [f. 
mod. L crustaceas (crust, -aceous)] 

crus'ted, a. Having a crust; (of wine) 
having deposited a crust; (fig.) anti¬ 
quated, venerable, as ~ prejudice, theory. 
[-e p2]_ 

crus'tly, a. Crust-like, hard; irritable; 
curt. Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~iness n. [-Y2] 

crutch, n. Staff (usu. with crosspiece at 
top) for lame person (usu. pair of ~es); 
support, prop, (lit. & fig.); forked rest for 
leg in a side-saddle; fork of the human 
body (cf. crotch); (Naut.) various forked 
contrivances; crosspiece, whence ~ep2 

(-cht) a. [OE crycc, OS krukka, OHG 
krucka ON krykkjat. Gmc. *kruk- bend] 

Crutch'ed Fri'ars, n. pi. Minor order of 
friars wearing a cross; site of their con¬ 
vent in London, [f. ME crouch cross 1 + 
-ED2] 

crux, n. Difficult matter, puzzle; ~ 
ansal'a, ankh (lit. = handled cross). [L, 
= cross] 

cruzeiro (kroozar'o), n. The monetary 
unit of Brazil. [Pg., f. cruz cross] 

cry1, n. Loud inarticulate utterance of 
grief, pain, fear, joy, etc.; loud excited 
utterance of words; appeal, entreaty; 
proclamation of wares to be sold in 
streets; rumour; voice of the public; 
watchword, as icar-~, battle -~; fit of 
weeping; yelping of hounds (also fig.), as 
full ~ (pursuit); within within calling 
distance (of); a far a long way; ~-baby, 
one who cries childishly; follow in the ~, 
be in the following crowd of nobodies; 
much ~ & little wool, fuss to no purpose, 
as when pigs are shorn. [ME & OF cri f. 
crier cry2] 

cry2, v.t. & i. (cried). Utter loudly, ex¬ 
claim, (with sentence as object, or that)', 
make loud utterance, as ~ out, ~ to 
(person etc.); announce for sale, as ~ 
muffins', ~ stinking fish, condemn one’s 
own wares; weep (bitter tears, one’s heart 
out, oneself to sleep, or abs.; ~ over spilt 
milk, waste regrets); (of animals, esp. 
birds) make loud call; (of hounds) yelp; 
ask for (eep. ~ for the moon)-, ~ down, 
disparage; ~ off, withdraw from bargain; 
~ up, praise, extol; ~ craven ; ~ halves, 
claim share (in); ~ quarter, quits; ~ 
shame upon, protest against (act, person). 
[ME crie f. OF crier f. L guiritare] 

cry'ing, a. In vbl senses; esp. (of evils) 
calling for notice, flagrant, [-ing2] 

cry'ogen, n. (chem.). Freezing-mixture; 
thing mixed with ice to make this. [f. 
Gk kruos frost + -gen(1)] 

cry'ollte, n. Lustrous mineral of con¬ 
siderable industrial value found abun¬ 
dantly in Greenland, consisting mainly 
of sodium-aluminium fluoride, [f. Gk 
kruos frost + -LITE ] 

crypt, n. Underground cell, vault, esp. 
one beneath church, used as burial-place, 
[f. L f. Gk krupte (Icrupte hide) ] 

cryptaesthes'ia, n. Supernormal know¬ 
ledge, whether telepathic or clairvoyant. 
[crypto-+Gk aislhesis perception+-IA1] 

cryp'tic, a. Secret, mystical, [f. LL f. Gk 
kruptikos (as crypt, see -ic) ] 

cryp't|(o)-, comb, form of Gk kruptos 
hidden, secret, ns ~obranchiate with con¬ 
cealed gills, ~o-Commvnist secret sym¬ 
pathizer with Communism, ~6l’ogy enig¬ 
matical language. 

cryp'to, n. (colloq.). Person owing secret 
allegiance to a political creed etc.; esp. 
short for ~-Communist. [as prec.] 

cryp'togam, n. Plant having no stamens 
or pistils, & therefore no proper flowers. 
Hence cryptogam'ic, cryptog'amous, 

aa., cryptog'amiST(3), cryptog'amv *, 
nn. [f. F cryptogame (crypto- + Gk -gamos 
wedded), after Linnaean class-name 
Cryptogamia ] 

cryp'togram, -graph (-ahf), nn. Thing 
written in cipher. So cryptoG'RAPHER, 
cryptOG'RAPKY, nn., cryptOGRAPH'ic a. 
[CRYPTO- + -GRAM, -GRArH ] 

cryptomer'ia, n. Evergreen tree of the 
cypress type; Japanese cedar, [cryfto- 

-f Gk meros part (because the seeds are 
enclosed by scales) ] 

crys'tal, n. & a. 1. A clear transparent ice- 
dike mineral; rock-~, a form of pure 
quartz; piece of this; ~ set, simple form 
of receiving apparatus in broadcasting 
using a ~ rectifier; (poet.) any clear trans¬ 
parent thing, esp. water; ~-gazing, con¬ 
centration of one’s guze on ball of rock- 

pool of ink, etc., for the purpose 
of inducing a hallucinatory picture of 
future or distant events (~, colloq., view 
of the future thus obtained, prophetic 
utterance); (also ~ glass) glass of very 
transparent quality; vessel etc. of this; 
C~ Palace, building of glass & iron built 
in Hyde Park for the 1851 Exhibition & 
re-erected at Sydenham & destroyed by 
fire in 1936; (Chem., Min.) aggregation of 
molecules with definite internal structure 
& external form of solid enclosed by sym¬ 
metrically arranged plane faces. 2. adj. 
Made of, like, clear as, ~. [ME, f. OF 
crislal f. L f. Gk krustallos ice, crystal ] 

crystalline, a. Made of, clear as, like, 
crystal; ~ heaven (in Ptolemaic system, 
between primum mobile & firmament, 
assumed to explain precession of equinox 
etc.); ~ lens of eye, transparent body in 
membranous capsule behind iris. [ME, f. 
OF -in or L f. Gk krustallinos (as prec., see 
-INE2)] 

crys'talliz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. & i. Form 

into crystals or (fig.) definite or permanent 

shape; ~ed fruit (preserved by impregna¬ 

tion with sugar, and coated with sugar 

crystals). Hence~ABLEa.,~A'TlONn. [-ize] 
crystall|o-, comb, form of Gk krustallos 
crystal, as ~ogen'ic, ~6'geny, forming, 
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formation of, crystals, ~6g’rapher, ~o- 
graph’ic,~6g’raphy, student of, pertaining 
to, science of, crystal structure, 

crys'talloid, a. & n. Crystal-like; (body) 
of crystalline structure (cf. colloid), 

[-oid] 
cten'oid (t-), a. & n. (Fish with scales or 
teeth) like a comb. [f. Gk ktenoeides 
(kteis ktenos comb, see -oid)] 

cub, n., & v.t. & i. (-bb-). 1. Young of fox, 
as ~-hunting; young of bear or other wild 
beast; unpolished youth (usu. unlicked 
~); (eolloq., short for) ~ reporter, young 
or inexperienced newspaper reporter; 
= wolf— (junior boy scout). 2. vb. 
Bring forth (~s, or abs.). Hence ~b'lSH1 
a., ~'hood n. [of unkn. orig.] 

cub'age, n. (Finding of) cubic content. 
[CUBE +-AGE] 

cub'ature, n. = prec. [f. cube after 
quadrature; cf. F cubature] 

cubb'ing, n. cuB-hunting. [cubP-ing1] 

cubb'y, n. Snug place (usu. —-hole). [f. 

obs. or dial, cub, stall, pen; cf. LG kiibje 
linhay] 

cube, n., & v.t. 1. Solid contained by 
squares; block of anything so or similarly 
shaped; product of a number multiplied 
by its square (~ of 2, alg. symbol 23, = 8, 
~ root of 8, alg. symbol 3V 8, = 2). 2. v.t. 
Find ~ of (number); find cubic content 
of (solid); pave with ~s. [F, or f. L f. Gk 
fcuhos] 

cub'eb, n. Pungent berry of a Javan 
shrub, used in medicine & cookery, & 
when crushed in medicated cigarettes. 
[ME, f. OF cubebe, quibibe, f. Arab. 
kababah] 

cub'ic, a. Cube-shaped; of three dimen¬ 
sions; ~ foot, inch, volume of a cube 
whose edge is one foot, inch; ~ content of 
solid, its volume expressed in ~ feet etc.; 
involving the cubes of quantities, as ~ 
equation. Hence—al a., ~alLY2 adv. [f. 
F cubique or L f. Gk lcubikos (as cube, see 
-ic)) 

cub'icle, n. Small separate sleeping com¬ 
partment in schools etc. [f. L cubiculum 
(cubare lie down) ] 

cub'ifobm, a. Cube-shaped. [-I-, -form] 

cub'ism, n. A style in art in which 
objects are so presented as to give the 
effect of an assemblage of geometrical 
figures. So cub'iST n. [cube,-ism] 

cub'it, n. Ancient measure of length, 18 
to 22 in. [ME, f. L cubitum elbow, length 
of forearm] 

cub'ltal, a. Of the forearm or correspond¬ 
ing part in animals. [ME, f. L cubitalis 
(prec. -al)] 

cub'oid, a. & n. Cube-shaped, like a cube, 
as ~ bone (of the foot); (n.) rectangular 
parallelepiped. Hence cuboid'AL a. [f. 
Gk kuboeides (as cube, see -oid)] 

cuck'ing-stool, n. (hist.). Chair in which 
disorderly women etc. were ducked as 
punishment. [ME; orig. also cuck-stool, 
f. obs. cuck f. ON kiika void excrement] 

cuck old, n., & v.t. Husband of unfaith¬ 
ful wife; (v.t.) make a ~ of. [ME cuke- 
weld, -wold, f. OF cucuault {cucu cuckoo)] 

cu'ckdo (kdo-), n. & pred. a. 1. Migratory 
bird reaching British Islands in April & 
depositing its eggs in nests of small birds; 
simpleton; ~ clock (striking with sound 
like ~’s note); ~-flower, meadow plant 
with lilac-white flower, lady-smock; ~- 
-pint, common arum, wake-robin; — -spit, 
froth exuded by the larvae of certain 
insects as a protection. 2. adj. (si.). 
Crazy, barmy. [ME cuccu etc. (supersed¬ 
ing OE geac, ME geke) f. OF cucu] 

cvic'ullate, -sited, a. (bot., zool.). Shaped 
like, covered with, a hood. [f. LL cucul- 
latus (cucullus hood, see -ate2)] 

cuc'umber, n. (Creeping plant with) long 
fleshy fruit eaten in thin slices as salad; 
cool as a quite cool, self-possessed. 
[14th c. cucumer f. L; 15th c. cocomber 
etc. f. OF cocombre f. L cucumerem (nom. 
-mis) ] 

cucurb'it, n. Gourd. Hence ~a'ceous 
(-ashtts) a. [f. L cucurbita] 

cud, n. Food that ruminating animal 
brings back from first stomach into 
mouth & chews at leisure; (fig.) chew the 
~, reflect, ruminate. [OE ewidu, cudu; 
app. cogn. w. OHG chuti, quiti, glue] 

cud'bear (-bar), n. Purple or violet 
dyeing-powder prepared from various 
lichens; kind of lichen, [named by 
Cuthbert Gordon, patentee] 

cud'dl|e, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Hug, embrace, 
fondle; lie close & snug; nestle together; 
curl oneself up. 2. n. Hug, embrace. 
Hence ~esoME (-Is-), ~y2, aa., given to 
~ing or tempting to ~e. [orig. unkn. ] 

cudd'y1, n. Cabin of half-deckod boat, 
(hist.) saloon of large ship; closet, cup¬ 
board. [peril, f. early mod. Du. kajute] 

II cudd'y2, n. (Sc.). Donkey; fool, ass; 
young of the coal-fish; lever on tripod 
for lifting stones etc. [perh. f. pet form of 
Cuthbert, as dicky, NEDDY ] 

cud'gel, n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. Short thick 
stick used as weapon; ~-play, contest 
with ~s; (fig.) take up the ~s for, defend 
vigorously. 2. v.t. Beat with ~, esp., fig., 
~ one’s brains for, try to think of. [(vb 
f. n.) OE cycgel, of unkn. orig.] 

cud'weed, n. Composite plant with chaffy 
scales round flower-heads, given to cattle 
that had lost their cud. [f. cud] 

cue \ n. Last words of a speech in a play, 
serving as signal to another actor to enter 
or speak; (Mus.) similar guide to singer 
or player; hint how to act; proper course 
to take. [orig. unkn.] 

cue2, n. Pigtail (also queue) ; long straight 
tapering leather-tipped rod for striking 
ball in billiards etc. [f. F queue queue ] 

cue'ist (ku'Ist), n. Billiard-player, [prec. 
+ -IST(3)] 

cuff1, n. Ornamental bottom part of 
sleeve; separate band of linen wrorn 
round wrist; ‘trouser turn-up; *offthe~, 
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off the record. Hence (-)cuffED2 (-ft) a. 
[orig. unkn.] 

cuff2, v.t., & n. 1. Strike with open hand. 
2. n. Such blow. [orig. unkn.; cf. Sw. 
kuffa thrust, G kuffen thrash] 

Cuf'ic, K-, a. & n. (Of) rude form of the 
Arabic alphabet found chiefly in inscrip¬ 
tions. [f. Cufa, city S. of Bagdad, -ic] 

ciit biin'o? (ki), sentence. Who profited by 
it? (i.e. who is most likely to have brought 
it_ about?); (pop.) to what purpose? [L] 

cuirass' (kw-), n. Body armour, breast¬ 
plate & back-plate fastened togother; 
woman’s close-fitting sleeveless bodice. 
[ME, f. OF cuirasse f. It. corazza f. Rom. 
*coriacea f. LL coriaceus (corium leather, 
see -aceous)] 

cuirassier (kwlraser', kui--), n. Horse- 
-soldier wearing cuirass. [F (as prec., see 
-eee) ] 

cuisine (kwizcn'), n. Kitchen arrange¬ 
ments ; style of cooking. [F, f. L coquina 
(icoquere cook)] 

cuisse (kwis), cuish (kw-), n. (hist.). 
Thigh armour (usu. pi.). [14th c. quys- 
sewes, cuissues, f. OF pi. of cuissel f. LL 
coxale (coxa hip) ] 

cul-de-sac (see Ap.), n. Blind alley; 
(Anat.) tube etc. open at one end only. 
[F] 

-cule, dim. suf. = F -cwZe f. L -cuius, -cula, 
-culum; the L suf. appears in E as -cle, as 
-cule, or in full: article, corpuscule, cor¬ 
puscle, fasciculus, Auricula, vasculum. 

cul'inary, a. Pertaining to a kitchen or 
cooking; fit for cooking, as ~ plants, [f. 
L culinarius (culina kitchen, see -ary1)] 

cull, v.t., & n. Pick (flower etc.); select; 
(n.) animal removed from flock (& usu. 
fattened) as inferior or too old for breed¬ 
ing. [ME, f. OF cuillir etc., ult. f. L 
colligere collect] 

cullender. See colander. 
cull'et, n. Refuse glass with which 
crucibles are replenished; broken glass, 
[later form of collet now disused in this 
sense] 

II cull'y, n. (si.). Dupe, simpleton; mate, 
pal. [prob. cant, of unkn. orig. ] 

culm1, n. Coal-dust (esp. of anthracite), 
[orig. unkn.] 

culm2, n. (bot.). Stem of plant (esp. of 
grasses). So ~Ie'erous a. [f. L culmus] 

cul'minant, a. At, forming, the top; (of 
heavenly body) on the meridian, [foil., 
-ANT] 

cul'min|ate, v.i. Reach its highest point 
(in; lit. & fig.); (Astron.) be on the meri¬ 
dian. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. LL culminare 
(culmen summit) see -ate 3 ] 

cul'pablle, a. Criminal, blameworthy, as 
~Ze negligence, hold him ~Ze. Hence 
culpaBiL'iTY, ~leNESS (-In-), nn., ~ly2 
adv. [ME & OF coupable f. L culpabilis 
(culpa blame, see -able) ; later assim. to L] 

cul'prit, n. Offender; prisoner at the bar. 
[17th c.; orig. in formula Culprit, how 
will you be tried?, said by Clerk of Crown 

to prisoner pleading Not Guilty; abbr. of 
Culpable: prest d’averrer etc. (You are) 
guilty: (I am) ready to prove etc. ] 

cult, n. System of religious worship; 
devotion, homage, to person or thing 
(the ~ of), [f. F culte or L cultus -Us wor¬ 
ship (colere cult- till, worship) ] 

cultivate, v.t. Till, whence cul'tivABLE, 
cultivat'ABLE, aa.; (fig.) improve, de¬ 
velop, (person, mind, manners; esp. in 
p.p.); pay attention to, cherish, (faculty, 
art, person, his acquaintance); prepare 
(ground) with cultivator, [f. med. L 
cultivare f. cultiva (terra) tilled (land), as 
prec., -ive, -ate3] 

cultlva'tion, n. Cultivating, cultivated 
state, (lit. & fig.). [F (as cultivate, see 
-ATION) ] 

cul'tivator, n. One who cultivates; im¬ 
plement for breaking up ground & up¬ 
rooting weeds, [-or] 

ciil'trate, a. (nat. hist.). Knife-edged. So 
cuI'triFORM a. [f. L cultratus (culler -tri 
knife, -ate2)] 

cul'tur|e, n., & v.t. Tillage; rearing, pro¬ 
duction, (of bees, oysters, fish, silk, 
bacteria); set of bacteria thus produced; 
improvement by (mental or physical) 
training; intellectual development; (v.t.) 
cultivate (lit. & fig-., chiefly in p.p. ~ed 
pr. -cherd). Hence ~al a., ~ist(2) n., 
(-cher-). [ME, f. OF, or f. L cultura (as 
cult, see -ure); vb (16th c.) f. n., or F 
culturer ] 

II cul'ver, n. (dial.). Wood-pigeon; ~keys, 
cowslip, other plants. [OE culfre, of 
unascert. orig. ] 

cul'verin, n. (hist.). Large cannon, small 
firearm. [ME, f. OF coulevrine snake (L 
colubra, -INE1)] 

cul'vert, n. Channel, conduit, carrying 
water across under road, canal, etc.; 
channel for electric cable, [c. 1770, of 
unkn. orig.] 

cftm, prep. With; ~ grano (salts) (gran'o 
sal'is), with caution or reserve (lit. with 
a grain of salt); ~ dividend (abbr. ~ div.), 
including dividend about to be paid; 
also in names of combined parishes, as 
Stow-~-Quy. [L] 

cum'ber, v.t., & n. Hamper, hinder; 
burden; (n.) hindrance, obstruction. 
[ME, prob. aphetic f. encumber or obs. 
ac umber] 

cum'bersome, a. Unwieldy, clumsy. 
Hence ~ly2 (-ml-) adv., ~ness (-urn-) n. 
[-SOME] 

Cum'brlan, a. & n. (Native) of Cumber¬ 
land; of the ancient British kingdom of 
Cumbria, [-an] 

cum'brous, a. = cumbersome. Hence 
~ly 2 adv., ~ness n. [cumber + -ous ] 

cum'in, -mm-, n. Umbelliferous plant 
like fennel, with aromatic seed. [ME, f. 
OF cumin, comin f. L f. Gk kuminon; OE 
cymen (OHG kumin, -il, G kiimmel) dir. 
f. L] 

II cumm'er, kimm'er, n. (Sc.). God- 
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mother of one’s child or godchild; female 
companion; woman. [ME, f. OF commere 
f. LL commater] 

cumm'erbund, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Waist 
sash. [f. Hind. & Pers. kamar-band loin 
band] 

cum'quat (-ot), n. Plum-sized orange- 
-like fruit with sweet rind and acid pulp, 
used in preserves, [dial, form of Chin. 
kin kit. golden orange] 

cum'shaw, n. (pidgin-Eng.). Present, 
tip, baksheesh, [dial, form of Chin, lean 
hsieh grateful thanks ] 

cum'ulate1, a,. Heaped up, massed, [as 
foil., see -ate2] 

cum'ullate2, v.t. &i. Accumulate. Hence 
~a'tion n. [f. L cumulate (cumulus 
heap), see -ate3] 

cum'ulative, a. Tending to accumulate; 
increasing in force etc. by successive 
additions, as ~ evidence; ~ voting, 
system in which each voter has as many 
votes as there are representatives, & 
may give all to one candidate; ~ prefer¬ 
ence shares (entitling holder to arrears of 
interest before other shares receive any 
on current year). Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., 
~ness (-vn-) n. [f. prec.+-ive] 

cum'ulus, n. (pi. -li). Heap; set of 
rounded masses of cloud heaped on each 
other & resting on horizontal base. So 
cum'ulo- comb, form, cum'ulous a. [L] 

cun'eate, a. Wedge-shaped, [f. L cuneare 
(cuneus wedge), see -ATE2] 

cun'eiform (also kuneT-), a. & n. 1. 
Wedge-shaped. 2. n. ~ writing in ancient 
inscriptions of Persia, Assyria, etc. [f. L 
cuneus wedge, -form ] 

cunette', n. (fortif.). Central trench sunk 
in fort ditch, serving as drain. [F, f. It. 
cunetta, aphetic f. lacunetla dim. of lacuna 
ditch etc., sec lacuna] 

cunn'ing1, n. Artfulness, craft; (arch.) 
ability, dexterity. [ME (not in OE), app. 
f. ON kunnandi f. kunna know, see can2] 

cunn'ing2, a. Artful, crafty; (arch.) skil¬ 
ful, ingenious; able. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[ME (not in OE), f. ON as prec.; see 
-ING2] 

cup \ n. Drinking-vessel, with or without 
handle & stem, as tea, coffee, —; challenge 
~ (prize for race etc., usu. of gold or 
silver, esp. one held by winner only until 
next race etc.); rounded cavity, esp. calyx 
of flower, socket of some bones, etc.; 
cupful, as ~ of tea, half a ~; one’s ~ of tea 
(colloq.), what interests or suits one; chal¬ 
ice used, wine taken, at Communion; fate, 
portion, experience, as a bitter ~, his ~ 
u-as full (happiness, misery, was com¬ 
plete) ; the ~s that cheer but not inebriate, 
tea (Cowper Task iv. 39); in one’s ~s, 
while (getting) drunk; wine, cider, etc., 
with various flavourings, as claret—; ~ 
<£• ball, ~ at end of stem, with attached 
ball to be thrown & caught in ~ or on 
spiked end of stem; ~-bearer, one who 
serves wine, esp. officer of royal or noble 

curator 

household; ~-moss, lichen with ~-shaped 
processes arising from the thallus; 
~-shake, opening between two concentric 
layers of timber. Hence ~'ful (-do!) n. 
(pi. -Is). [OE cuppe f. pop. L cuppa cup, 
different, f. L cupa cask] 

cup2, v.t. (-pp-). Bleed (person) by means 
of a ~ping-glass. [f. prec. ] 

cupboard (kdb'erd), n. Shelved closet or 
cabinet for crockery, provisions, etc.; 
skeleton in the ~; ~ love (simulated for 
sake of what one can get by it), [cup1 + 
board] 

ciip'el, n., & v.t. (-11-). Small flat circular 
vessel used in assaying gold or silver 
with lead; (v.t.) essay in Hence ~1a'- 
tion n. [f. F coupelle dim. of coupe cup1] 

CSp'id, n. Roman god of love; beautiful 
boy; ~’s bow, (upper edge of) upper lip, 
which is shaped like the conventional 
double-curved bow carried by ~. [f. L 
Cupido (cupere desire) ] 

cupld'sty, n. Greed of gain. [ME, f. OF 
cupidite or L cupiditas (cupidus desirous, 
see -ty)] 

cfip'ola, n. Small rounded dome forming 
roof; ceiling of dome; (also furnace) 
furnace for melting metals; revolving 
dome protecting mounted guns on 
warship; (Anat., Zool.) dome-like organ 
or process. [It., f. LL cupula dim. of 
cupa cask, see cup 1 ] 

cup'reous, a. Of or like copper, [f. LL 
cupreus (LL cuprum copper) + -ous ] 

cup'ric, a. Containing divalent copper. 
So ciipriF'EROus, cup'rous, aa., cup'ro- 
comb. form. [f. LL cuprum, -IC(1)] 

cup'ide, n. (hot., zool.). Cup-shaped 
organ, receptacle, etc. [f. L as cupola] 

cur, n. Worthless, low-bred, or snappish 
dog; surly, ill-bred, or cowardly fellow. 
[ME curre, earlier kur-dogge, = MDu. 
Icorre; perh. ult. f. ON kurra grumble] 

cur'agao, -foa, (so), n. Liqueur of 
spirits flavoured with peel of bitter 
oranges. [ Du. island in Caribbean sea; 
-coa is E mis-spelling] 

cur'acy, n. Curate’s office; benefice of 
perpetual curate, [f. curate, see -acy(3) ] 

curSt'c, -i, n. Resinous bitter substance 
from some S. American plants, paralysing 
the motor nerves, used by Indians to 
poison arrows. Hence cur'ariNE5 n., 
cur'ariZE(5) v.t. [native wurali etc.] 

cur'assow (-6), n. Turkey-like bird of 
Central & S. America. [= Curacao ] 

cur'ate, n. Assistant to parish priest; 
—in-charge, clergyman appointed to take 
charge of parish during incapacity or 
suspension of incumbent, [f. med. L 
curalus f. cura cure] 

cur'ative, a. & n. (Thing) tending to 
cure (esp. disease). [F (-if, -ive), f. L 
curare cure2, see -ative] 

curat'or, n. Person in charge, manager; 
keeper, custodian, of museum; || member 
of board managing property or having 
general superintendence in University; 
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current curb 299 

II (Sc. law; kur'a-) guardian of minor, 
lunatic, etc. Hence curatdr'iAL a., ~ship 
n. [ME, f. AF curatour (OP' -eur) or L 
curator (as prec., -or)] 

curb, n., & v.t. 1. Chain, strap, passing 
under lower jaw of horse, used as a check; 
(fig.) check, restraint; hard swelling on 
horse’s leg, whence ~'Y2 n.; frame round 
top of well; timber or iron plate round 
edge of circular structure; = kerb ; ~ 
roof, one of which each face has two 
slopes, the lower one steeper. 2. v.t. 
Put ~ on (horse), (fig.) restrain. [ME, f. 
OF courbe adj. & courber vb f. L curvus 
bent] 

curc'uma, n. Turmeric, substance used 
in curry-powder, as test for alkalis (~ 
paver), etc.; kinds of tuberous plants 
yielding this & other commercial sub¬ 
stances. [med. or mod. L, f. Arab, kur- 
kum saffron, turmeric] 

curd, n. Coagulated substance formed 
(naturally or artificially) by action of 
acids on milk, and made into cheese or 
eaten (often pi.; ~s <£• whey, junket); 
fatty substance found between flakes of 
boilod salmon; ~ soap (white, of tallow & 
soda). Hence ~'Y2 a. [ME crud(de), 
crod(de), of unkn. orig. ] 

cur'dle, v.t. & i. Congeal, form into curd ; 
(fig.) ~ the blood (with horror), [f. curd vb 
(f. prec.) +-le(3)] 

cure1, n. Remedy; course of medical or 
other treatment (esp. of specified kind, 
as grape, milk, —), success with this; 
spiritual charge, as ~ of souls; vulcaniza¬ 
tion. Hence ~'iess (kurl-) a. [ME, f. OF 
f. L cur a care] 

cure2, v.t. & i. Restore to health (also 
(fig.); remedy (an evil): preserve (meat, 
fruit, tobacco) by salting, drying, etc. 
(also intr.); vulcanize (rubbeib (of rubber) 
become vulcanized. Hence curaBiL'lT y n., 
cut'able a. [ME, f. OF carer f. L curare 
take care of (cura)] 

cure3, n. (si.). Odd or eccentric person, 
[abbr. of curious] 

cure (see Ap.), n. Parish priest in France 
etc. [F] 

curette', n., & v.t. & i. Surgeon’s small 
scraping-instrument; (vb) scrape with ~. 
[F, f. curer cleanse (cure2)] 

curf'ew, n. Medieval regulation for 
extinction of fires at fixed hour in even¬ 
ing; hour for this; (also ~-bell) bell 
announcing it; ringing of bell at fixed 
evening hour, still surviving in some 
towns; (under martial law etc.) signal or 
time after which inhabitants may not 
be abroad. [ME, f. AF coeverfu, = OF 
cuevrefeu, f. imper. of covrir COVER +feu 
fire] 

cur'ia, n. One of the ten divisions of any 
of the three ancient Roman tribes; its 
place of worship; Roman senate-house; 
senate of ancient Italian towns; court of 
justice (esp. under feudal organization); 
the Papal court. [L ] 

cur ial, a. Of a curia; of the Papal court, 
whence ~isji n. [OF, f. L curialis (curia, 
see -al)] 

cur'io, n. (pi. -os). Curious object of art. 
[19th c. abbr. of foil.] 

curios'ity, n. Desire to know; inquisi¬ 
tiveness ; strangeness; a ~, strange or 
rare object, [f. OF curiosete f. L curiosi- 
tatem (as foil., see -ty)] 

cur'ious, a. Eager to learn; inquisitive; 
minutely careful, as ~ inquiry, strange, 
surprising, odd; erotic, pornographic (as 
euphemism in booksellers’ catalogues). 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~nf,ss n. [ME, f. OF 
curios f. L cariosus f. cura care, see 
-ious(l)] 

cur'ium, n. (chem.). Radio-active trans- 
uranic element. [f. Marie & Pierre 
Cur(ie), French scientists, +-ium] 

curl1, n. Spiral lock of hair; ~-paper 
(used for twisting hair into ~s); any¬ 
thing spiral or incurved; act of curling, 
as ~ of the lip (expressing scorn); state 
of being curled, as keep the liair in ~; 
disease of potatoes etc. in which shoots 
or leaves are curled up. [f. foil. ] 

cull2, v.t. & i. Bend, coil, into spiral 
shape (t. & i.); ~ up, roll up into a curl, 
(intr., si.) collapse; move in spiral form 
(of smoke etc.); play at curling; ~v)ig- 
-irons, -longs, instruments (heated before 
use) for~ing the hair;—ing-pins, folding 
clips used (cold) for similar purpose, 
[earliest in 14th c. crolled, crulled, f. obs. 
adj. crolle, crullc curly, f. MDu. krul; cf. 
vbs G krollen, lcrollen, LG, Du., EFris. 
krullen curl] 

CuH'ew, n. Wading bird with long slender 
curved bill. [ME curlu f. OF corlieu, 
corlio, orig. imit., but assim. to OF 
corlieu courier 1 

cutl'ing, n. In vbl senses; esp.: Scots 
game played on ice with large round 
stones; ~-irons, -longs, -pins, see CURL2. 
[-ING 1 ] 

curl'y, a. Having, arranged in, curls; — 
-pate, ~-headed person. Hence curl'iNESS 
n. [-Y2] 

cutmudg'eon (-jn), n. Churlish or miserly 

fellow. Hence^-LY1 (-jn-)a. [orig.unkn.] 

cu'rrach (-ra), n. Coracle, [f. Ir. curach, 
Cf. CORACLE ] 

cu'rrant, n. Dried fruit of a seedless 
variety of grape grown in the Levant, 
much used in cooker; red, white, black, 
~, (fruit of) species of Ribes; flowering 
~, grown for ornament. [ME raisins of 
Corauntz (Corinth), f. AF, as in mod. F 
raisins de Corinlhe] 

cu'rrency, n. Time during which a thing 
is current; (of money) circulation; money 
current in actual use in a country (||~ 
note, inconvertible legal-tender note for 
£1 or 10s. issued by Treasury during & 
after the 1914-18 war, replaced in 1928 by 
Bank of England notes); prevalence (of 
words, ideas, reports), [f. foil., see -ency] 

cu'rrent', a. In general circulation or use 
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(of money, opinions, rumours, words); 
pass, go, run, ~, be generally accepted as 
true or genuine; (of time) now passing, as 
~ week, month; belonging to the ~ time, 
as ~ issue (of journal); ~ handwriting, 
cursive. Hence ~ly 2 adv. [ME cora(u)nt 
f. OF part, of corre (courir) f. L currere 
run 1 

cu'rrent2, n. Running stream; water, 
air, etc., moving in given direction; 
course, tendency, (of events, opinions, 
etc.); transmission of electric force 
through a body. [prec. as n.] 

cu'rricle, n. Light two-wheeled carriage 
(usu. for two horses abreast), [f. foil. L1 

curric'ul|um, n. (pi. ~a). Course (of 
study). Hence ~ar1 a. [L, = course, 
race-chariot, f. currere run] 

cu'rrler, n. One who dresses & colours 
tanned leather. [ME & OF corier f. L 
coriarius (corium leather, see -ary1, -er2)] 

cut'rish, a. Like a cur; snappish ; mean- 
-spirited. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[-ISH 1 ] 

cu'rry1, n., & v.t. 1. Dish of meat etc. 
cooked with bruised spices & turmeric; 
—paste, -powder, preparations of tur¬ 
meric etc. for making ~. 2. v.t. Prepare, 
flavour, with —powder, [f. Tamil kari 
sauce] 

cu'rry2, v.t. Rub down or dress (horse 
etc. with ~-comb; dress (tanned leather); 
(fig.) thrash; ~ favour (orig. favel f. OF 
faveau, favel, the chestnut horse), ingra¬ 
tiate oneself (with person) by offleiousness 
etc. [ME, f. OF correierf. Rom. *conredare 
f. Gmc (cf. Goth, garaidjan prepare); see 
READY] 

cutse1, n. Utterance of deity or person 
invoking deity, consigning person or 
thing to destruction, divine vengeance, 
etc. (~s come home to roost, injure the 
curser; lender a ~, feeling or liable to its 
effects); sentence of excommunication; 
profane oath, imprecation; accursed 
object; evil inflicted in response to a ~; 
great evil, bane; (Cards) ~ of Scotland, 
nine of diamonds, [late OE curs, isolated 
& of unkn. orig. ] 

curse2, v.t. & i. Utter curse against: 
excommunicate; blaspheme; afflict with 
(esp. in pass.); (v.i.) utter curses, [late 
OE cursian, f. prec.] 

curs'ed, -st, a. & adv. In vbl senses; also : 
damnable, abominable; (arch.; usu. curst) 
cantankerous; (adv.) cursedly. Hence 
curs'edLY2 adv., curs'edNESs n. [ME, 
p.p. of prec.] 

curs'ive, a. & n. Running (writing in 
manuscript), opp. to uncial, [f. med. L 
(scriptura) cursiva (L currere curs- run, see 
-ive) ] 

curs'or, n. Transparent slide engraved 
with hair-line forming part of slide-rule. 
[L, as cursive] 

cutsor'ial, a. Having limbs adapted for 
running (~ birds etc.), [as cursory, -al] 

curs'orjy, a. Hasty, hurried, (~y inspec- 

curvet 

tion). Hence -~iLY2 adv., ~iness n. [f. L 
cursorius of a runner (as cursive, see -ory') ] 

curs'us, n. Race-course; stated order of 
daily prayer; course of studies. [L ] 

cult, a. Discourteously brief; terse, 
concise; (literary) short. Hence ~'ly2 

adv., ~'NESS n. [f. L curtus short] 
curtail', v.t. Cut short (lit. & fig.); 
deprive of. Hence ~ment n. [f. obs. 
curtal horse with docked tail f. F cour- 
tault (OF cortald, f. court short (curt) + 
Gmc. suff. *-ald)\ assim. to tail] 

curt'ail-step, n. Lowest step of stair, 
with outer end carried round. I orig. 
unkn. ] 

curt'ain (-tn), n., & v.t. 1. Suspended 
cloth used as screen; draw the ~ (back or 
aside to reveal objects, forward to conceal 
them); screen separating stage of theatre 
from auditorium (~ falls, drops, is 
dropped, at end of action, rises, is raised, 
at beginning; al30 fig.; ~narrator’s 
word drawing attention to dramatic 
situation just described, = tableau)', 
fire-proof ~ in theatre, metal sheet 
cutting off stage; plain wall of fortified 
place, connecting two towers etc.; 
piece of plain wall not supporting a 
roof; partition, cover, in various tech¬ 
nical senses; = barrage (Mil.); 
~ lecture, wife’s reproof to husband in 
bed; ~-raiser in theatre, short opening 
piece. 2. v.t. Furnish, cover, shut off, with 
~s. [ME & OF cor tine f. LL cortina rend. 
Gk aulaia (aule court)] 

curta'na (or -ah-), n. Pointless sword 
borne before kings of England at Corona¬ 
tion, as emblem of mercy. [ME, f. Anglo- 
-L curtana (sc. spatha sword) f. curtus 
curt, see -an ] 

curt'ilage, n. (law, dial.). Area attached 
to dwelling-house. [ME, f. AF f. OF 
cortil small court + -age ] 

cult'sy, -sey, n., & v.i. 1. Feminine salu¬ 
tation made by bending knees & lowering 
body; make, drop, a —. 2. v.i. Make ~ 
(to person), [var. of courtesy] 

cur'ule (-obi), a. Pertaining to any high 
civic dignity; (Rom. Ant.) ~ chair, one 
like camp-stool, inlaid with ivory; ~ 
magistrate, one entitled to this. [f. L 
curulis f. currus chariot] 

curv'ature, n. Curving; curved form; 
(Geom.) deviation (of curve) from 
straight line. [f. L curvatura (as foil., see 
-URE)] 

curve1, v.t. & i. Bend so as to form a 
curve, [f. L curvare (as foil.)] 

curve2, n. Line of which no part is straight; 
curved form or thing; (Statistics etc.) 
line presenting diagrammatically a con¬ 
tinuous variation of quantity, force, etc., 
graph, [f. L curvus bent] 

curvet' (also ketv'it), n., & v.i. (-tt-, -t-). 
Horse’s leap with fore-legs raised to¬ 
gether & hind-legs raised with spring 
before fore-legs reach ground; (v.i., of 
-horse or rider) make ~. [(vb f. It. cor- 
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veltare) f. It. corvctta dim. of corva curve 
as prec.)] 

cutvi-, comb, form of L curvus curved, as 
-caudate, -costate, -dentate, -rostral, with 
curved tail, ribs, teeth, beak; -foliate, 
with leaves bent back; -form, of curved 
shape; -nervate (of leaves), with veins 
diverging from raid-rib & converging 
towards margin. 

curvilin'ear, a. Contained by, consisting 
of, curved line(s). Hence ~ly2 adv. [prec. 
+-LINEAR] 

cus'cus, n. Aromatic root of an Indian 
grass, used for fans etc. [f. Hind, khas 
khas] 

cu'sec, n. (Flow of) one cubic foot (of 
water) per second (unit in irrigation 
engineering), [abbr. of ‘cubic foot per 
second’ ] 

ciish'at, n. (Sc., dial.). Wood-pigeon, 
ring-dove. [OE ciiscute, of unkn. orig. ] 

cushion1 (kdb'shn), n. 1. Mass of soft 
material stuffed into cloth or silk covering, 
for sitting, kneeling, reclining, on; pin—. 

2. Pad worn by woman under hair; pad 
beneath skirt of woman’s dress. 3. Elastic 
lining of sides of billiard table; steam 
left in cylinders as buffer to piston; 
fleshy part of buttock (of pig etc.); frog 
of horse’s hoof; sweety in ~ shape; ~- 
-tire of bicycle (rubber tubing stuffed with 
rubber shreds). Hence ~Y2 (-sho-) a. 
[(a) 14th c. cuisshin etc. f. OF c&issin; 
(b) 14th c. cusshin etc. f. OF coussin; OF 
forms of uncert. orig.; ult. f. L culcita] 

cushion2 (kdb'shn), v.t. Furnish with 
cushions; protect with cushions (also 
fig.); suppress quietly (complaints etc); 
(Billiards) place, leave, (ball) against 
cushion, [f. prec.] 

cush'y (kdb-), a. (si.). (Of a post, task, 
etc.) easy, pleasant, comfortable. [ Anglo- 
-Ind., f. Hind, kltush pleasant] 

cusp, n. Apex, peak; (Geom.) point at 
which two branches of curve meet & 
stop; (Archit.) projecting point between 
small arcs in Gothic tracery; (Bot.) 
pointed end, esp. of loaf. Hence ~ed2 
(-pt) a. [f. L cuspis -idis point ] 

cus'pid[al, a. Of (the nature of) a cusp. 
So ~ate, ~ated, [-ate2(2)] aa. [as prec., 
-AL] 

♦cus'pidol-, n. Spittoon. [Port., = spitter 
(cuspir f. L CONspuere, see -OR)] 

•cuss, n. Curse; person, creature, (often 
disparaging), [vulg. pron. of curse1] 

cuss'edness, n. Perversity, esp. pure 
~. [vulg. pron. of cursedness] 

cus'tard, n. Mixture of egg3 & milk, 
baked or served liquid; ~-apple, W. 
Indian fruit with pulp like ~. [in ME a 
kind of pie; alt. f. obs. crustade, f. AF, f. 
cruste crust, see -ade] 

custdd'ial, a. Relating to custody, [-al] 
custod'ian, n. Guardian, keeper. So 
custod'iER1 n. [as foil. +-an ] 

cus'tody, n. Guardianship, care, (parent 
has ~ of child, child is in the ~ of father); 

cut 
imprisonment, esp. take into ~, arrest, 
[f. L custodia (custos -odis guardian, see 
-Y1)] 

cus'tom, n. Usual practice; (Law) estab¬ 
lished usage having the force of law; 
(pi.) duty levied upon imports from 
foreign countries; —house, office (esp. 
in seaport) at which ~s are collected; 
business patronage or support; the C~s, 
department of the Civil Service that deals 
with the levying of ~s; clothes (made 
to measure; so ~-built, -made, etc.) [ME 
& OF custume (see costume) f. Rom. 
•costumne f. *costudne f. L consuetu- 
dinem] 

cus'tomar|y, a. & n. Usual; (Law) sub¬ 
ject to, held by, custom (of the manor 
etc.); (n., also -tumary) written collection 
of the customs of a country. Hence 
~Ily2 adv., ~Iness n. [f. med. L custu- 
marius f. custuma f. AF custume (as prec., 
see -ary1)] 

cus'tomer, n. Buyer: client of bank; 
(colloq.) queer, awkward, etc., ~ (person 
to deal with). [ME. f. as prec.; in mod. 
senses f. custom -f-er1] 

cus'tHs, n. Guardian, keeper; ~ rutii- 
Ibr'um, keeper of the rolls, principal 
justice of the peace in a county. [L] 

cut1, n. Act of cutting; stroke, blow, with 
knife, sword, whip; ~ <£- thrust, hand-to- 
-hand struggle; excision (of part of a play 
etc.); act, speech, that wounds the feel¬ 
ings; particular stroke in cricket, lawn 
tennis, croquet, etc.; refusal to recognize 
an acquaintance (esp. give one the ~ 
direct)-, short ~, crossing that shortens 
the distance; fashion, style, (of clothes, 
hair, etc.; the ~ of one’s jib '); a ~ 
(degree, stage) above; wound made by 
cutting; railway cutting; narrow opening 
in floor of stage of theatre, by which 
scenes are moved up Sc down; = wood- 

cut; piece (esp. of meat) out off; reduction 
(in wages, prices, etc.); draw ~s, draw 
lots with sticks of unequal length (a 
different word, of unkn. orig.); «■—off, 
device to prevent feeding of cartridges 
from magazine of rifle; .—out, device in 
motor-car for releasing gas rapidly with¬ 
out passage through silencer, [f. foil. ] 

cut2, v.t. & i. (cut). 1. Penetrate, wound, 
with edged instrument, as the knife ~ 
his finger, he ~ his finger u-ith a knife, 
(fig.) argument ~s both ways (tells for 
both sides); (fig.) a ~ting wind, ~ting 
retort, it ~ him to the heart, whence 
~t'ingLY2 adv.; divide with knife etc. 
in two, in or into pieces (~ the knot, fig., 
solve problem in irregular but efficient 
way, cf. gordian); (fig.) ~ (renounce) 
a connexion; detach by ~ting; carve 
(meat); cross, intersect, as two lines ~ 
each other; (intr.) pass through, across, 
etc., (si.) run (~ <f> run, run away); 
reduce by ~ting (hair etc.); reduce 
(wages, prices, time, etc.; ~ it fine, allow 
only the minimum; ~ a loss, abandon 
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losing speculation in good time; ~ the 
record, reduce the recorded shortest time 
for race etc., or surpass record other¬ 
wise); shape, fashion, by ~ting (coat, 
gem, etc.); perform, execute, make, as ~ 
a caper, dash, FIGURE, joke; divide (pack 
of cards, or abs.) to select dealer, prevent 
cheating, etc.; hit (ball, or abs.) in certain 
way, in cricket etc.; renounce acquaint¬ 
ance of (person), decline to recognize 
him, esp. ~ him. dead; absent oneself 
from, avoid, renounce, as ~ a lecture, ~ 
the whole concern', ~ a tooth, have it 
appear through gum (~ one’s eye or 
wisdom teeth, fig., develop insight or 
wisdom); ~ short, shorten by ~ting (lit. 
& fig.), also interrupt; ~ one’s stick, go; 
~ coat according to cloth. 2. ~ back 
(Cinemat.), repeat, for dramatic reasons, 
portions of scenes already shown on 
screen (also as n., ~-back); ~ down, bring 
or throw down by ~ting, (fig.) reduce 
(expenses); ~ in (intr.), enter abruptly, 
interpose (in conversation), (Cards) join 
in game by taking place of player who 
<—s out, (Motoring) obstruct path of 
vehicle one has just overtaken by 
returning to one’s own side of the road 
too soon; ~ no ice (si.), effect little or 
nothing; ~ off, remove by ~ting, bring 
to abrupt end or (esp. early) death, inter¬ 
cept (supplies, communications), exclude 
(from access etc.); ~ off with a shilling, 
disinherit by bequeathing a shilling; ~ 
out, remove by ~ting, stop doing or using 
(something), (fig.) out-do or supplant 
(rival), fashion or shape (lit. & fig.), ‘de¬ 
tach (animal) from the herd, (Cards, intr.) 
be excluded from game as result of 
~ting, (Nav.) capture (enemy ship) by 
getting between it & shore, (Motoring) 
obstruct path of oncoming vehicle by 
moving out from one’s own side of the 
road, esp. in order to overtake another 
vehicle; ~ up, ~ in pieces, destroy utterly, 
(fig.) criticize severely, (usu. pass.) distress 
greatly, ~ up (well), leave (large) fortune, 
~ up rough, show resentment; —&-comc- 
-again, abundance; ~ <£- dried or dry (of 
opinions etc.), ready-made, lacking fresh¬ 
ness ; purse, thief; throat, murderer, 
(adj., of competition) intensive, merciless, 
(of bridge, euchre, etc.) three-handed. 
[ME cutle, kitte, kette, without cogn. 
in WG or Rom.; cf. however, Swed. dial. 
kata, (kutd), from source of which the ME 
wd may derive] 

cutan'eous, a. Of the skin. [f. mod. L 
cutaneus (cutis skin, see -aneous)] 

cut-away, a. & n. (Coat) with skirt cut 
back from the waist. 

cutch'a, a. (Anglo-Ind.). Of poor quality; 
makeshift (opp. pucka); (of bricks) sun- 
-dried. [Hind, kachcha raw] 

cutche'rry, cutch'ery, n. (Anglo-Ind.). 
Public office, court-house; office of 
planter etc. [f. Hind, kachahri] 

cute, a. (colloq.). Clever, shrewd; inge¬ 

cyanic 

nious; ‘attractive. Hence ~'ly2 (-tl-) 
adv.,~'NESs(-tn-)n. [foracute] 

cut'icle, n. Epidermis or other super¬ 
ficial skin; (Bot.) superficial film of 
plants. Hence cutic'ulAR1 a. [f. L 
cuticula dim. of cutis] 

cut'is, n. (anat.). True skin, underlying 
the epidermis. [L, = skin ] 

cut'lass, n. Short sword with wide 
slightly curved blade, esp. that used by 
sailors, [f. F coutelas augment, of couleau 
(coutel; see foil.)] 

cut'ler, n. One who makes or deals in 
knives & similar utensils. [ME, f. OF 
couielier f. coutel (f. L cultellus dim. of 
cutter coulter), see -er2(2)] 

cut'lery, n. Trade of the cutler; things 
made or sold by cutlers. [ME, f. OF 
coutelcrie (as prec., see -ery)] 

cut'let, n. Neck-chop of mutton, small 
piece of veal, broiled or fried in bread- 
-crumbs; imitation of mutton-~ in 
minced fish etc. [f. F cbtelette double dim. 
of cdte rib f. L costal 

cutt'er, n. Person, thing, that cuts; 
superior kind of brick that can be cut; 
boat belonging to ship of war, fitted for 
rowing & sailing; small single-masted 
vessel rigged like sloop, but with running 
bowsprit, [-er1] 

cutt'ing, n. In vbl senses; || esp. excava¬ 
tion of high ground for railway, road, etc.; 
II press ~, paragraph etc. cut from news¬ 
paper. [-INQ1] 

cut'tle, n. (Usu. ~-fish) mollusc ejecting 
black fluid when pursued; ~-bone, its 
internal shell, used for polishing. [OE 
cudele, of uncert. orig. ] 

II cutt'y, a. & n. (Sc. & north.). Cut short, 
abnormally short; (n.) short pipe; — 
-stool, seat in Sc. churches where unchaste 
women sat to receive public rebuke 
during service, [cut2, -y2] 

cul'water (-waw-), n. Knee of head of 
ship, dividing water before it reaches 
bow; forward edge of prow; wedge- 
-shaped end of pier of bridge, 

cut'worm (-worm), n. Caterpillar that 
cuts off young plants level with the 
ground. 

cwm (kbom), n. Var. of coomb. 
-cy, suf., special form of the abstract suf. 

-y1, repr. L -da, -tia, & Gk -kia, -keia, 
-tia, -tcia (in E occurring chiefly in the 
combined forms -acy, -axcy, -ency, 
-CRACY, -mancy). On anal, of wds in -acy, 
-ncy, with corresp. nn. in -ate, -nt, as 
advocacy, advocate, infancy, infant, -cy 
was extended to wds in -n, as chaplaincy, 
captaincy, after incumbency, lieutenancy. 
Sc, being thus regarded as independent 
suf. = -ship, to other wds as colonelcy, it 
is even added to wds ending in -t (where 
-c- should have been substituted for -(-), 
as bankruptcy, idiotcy, normal form being 
idiocy f. Gk idioteia,. 

cyan'ic, a. Blue; (Chem.) of, containing, 
cyanogen, [as foil. +-ic] 
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cyan|(o)-, comb, form of Gk kuanos, a 
dark-blue mineral, kuaneos dark-blue. 
Meaning (1) dark-blue, as ~6m'eler, in¬ 
strument for measuring blueness of sky; 
(_2) of, containing, cyanogen, 

cyan'ogen, n. (chem.). Compound of two 
radicals each consisting of one atom of 
nitrogen and one of carbon. Hence 
cy'aniDE n. (cyanide process, method of 
extracting a precious metal from its ore 
by treatment with a dilute solution of 
potassium cyanide), [f. F cyanogdne (as 
prec. +-GEN)] 

cyanos'is, n. Blue discoloration, due to 
circulation of imperfectly oxygenated 
blood, [f. Gk kuanosis (as prec., see -osis)] 

cybernetics, n. Study of system of 
control & communications in animals & 
electrically operated devices such as 
calculating machines, [f. Gk kubernetes 
steersman, -ics] 

cy'cad, n. (bot.). Kinds of palm-like 
plant, [f. mod. L cycas cycad- f. supposed 
Gk kukas, scribal error for koikas, pi. of 
koix Egyptian palm ] 

cyc'lamen, n. Kinds of plant cultivated 
for their early-blooming flowers. [L, 
irreg. f. Gk kuklaminos] 

cy'cle, n., & v.i. 1. Recurrent period (of 
events, phenomena, etc.); Mclonic or 
Lunar ~, one of 19 years, used for finding 
date of Easter; period of a thing’s 
completion; complete set or series; 
series of poems or songs (song~) collected 
round a central event or idea; bicycle, 
tricycle, or similar machine; —-car, very 
light motor vehicle of simplified design 
with 3 (rarely 4) wheels, usu. fitted with 
chain drive & engine of 1 or 2 cylinders. 
2. v.i. Revolve in ~s; ride ~. [ME, f. 
OF or f. LL f. Gk kuklos circle] 

cyc'lic, -ical, aa. Recurring in cycles; 
belonging to a chronological cycle; (-ic) 
of a cycle of poems, as~ poet-, (Gk Ant., 
-ic) — chorus, dithyrambic chorus, danced 
in ring round altar; (Bot., of flower) with 
its parts arranged in whorls; (Org. Chem., 
-ic) with the constituent atoms in a ring 
formation, [f. F cyclique or L f. Gk 
kuklikos (prec., -IC)] 

cyc'list, n. Rider of a cycle, [cycle + -ist] 

cyclo-, comb, form of Gk kuklos circle, as 
~graph, instrument for tracing circular 
arcs, —meter (-6m-), instrument for mea¬ 
suring (1) circular arcs (2) distance tra¬ 
versed by bicycle etc., —stomous (-6s-), 
with round mouth, —ra'ma (-ah-), cir¬ 
cular panorama. 

cyc'Ioid, n. Curve traced by a point on a 
radius of a circle within (prolate —), on 
(common —), or without (curtate —), its 
circumference, as the circle rolls along a 
straight line. Hence cycloid'AL a. [f. 
Gk kukloeidcs (as cycle, see -oid)] 

cyc'lone, n. System of winds rotating 
round a centre of minimum barometric 
pressure; violent hurricane of limited 
diameter. Hence cyclon'ic a. [as cyclome 

cyme 

prob. repr. Gk kukldma wheel, coil of 
snake, f. kuklos cycle] 

cyclop(a)ed'|ia (-ped-), n. = encyclopae¬ 
dia. Hence ~ic a. [abbr. of encyclo¬ 
paedia ] 

Cyclope'an, -cISp'ian, a. Of, like, a Cy¬ 
clops ; huge; ~ masonry, an ancient style 
made with huge irregular stones, [f. L 
Cyclopeus, -pius, f. Gk kuklopeios, -pios, 
(as foil.)] 

Cyc'lop(s), n. (pi. -ops, -opses, -op’es). (Gk 
Myth.) one-eyed giant; one-eyed person. 
[L (-s), f. Gk kulclops (kuklos circle +ops 
eye)] 

cyc'lostyle, n., & v.t. Apparatus printing 
copies of writing from stencil-plate cut 
by pen with small toothed wheel; (v.t.) 
reproduce with this, [cyclo-] 

cyc'lotron, n. (phys.). Apparatus for 
electro-magnetic acceleration of charged 
atoms, atomic nuclei, etc. [f. cyclo- + 
(elec)tron ] 

cyd'er. See cider. 
cyg'net, n. Young swan. [ME, f. OF 

cygne or L cygnus -f -et 1 ] 
cylinder, n. (Geom.) solid generated by 
straight line moving parallel to itself and 
describing with its ends any fixed curve, 
esp. circle; roller-shaped body, hollow or 
solid; barrel-shaped object of baked clay 
covered with cuneiform writing and 
buried under Babylonian or Assyrian 
temple; stone of similar shape used as 
seal by Assyrians; cylindrical part of 
various machines, esp. chamber in which 
steam acts upon piston; metal roller used 
in printing, [f. L f. Gk kulindros (kulindo 
roll) 1 

cylindrical, a. Cylinder-shaped, [mod. 
L, f. Gk kulindrikos (as prec., see -ic) 
-\- -AL ] 

cyl'indroid, a. & n. (Figure) like a 
cylinder, [f. Gk kulindroeid.es (as prec., 
-OID)] 

cym'a, n. (pi. -mas). Ogee moulding of 
cornice (~ recta with concave, ~ reversa 
with convex, curve uppermost); = cyme. 
[mod. L, f. Gk Jcuma wave, anything 
swollen ] 

cyrndb', n. Woman’s loose light garment 
esp. under-garment, [f. F simarre; see 
chimere ] 

cym'bal, n. One of a pair of concave brass 
or bronze plates, struck together to make 
ringing sound. Hence ~ist n. [ME, f. OF 
symbale or L f. Gk kumbalon (kumbe cup)] 

cym'balo (pi. -os), -Ion, nn. = dulcimer. 
[f. It. cembalo, as prec. ] 

cym'biform, a. (anat., bot.). Boat- 
-shaped. [f. L cumba, cymba f. Gk kumbe 
boat +-F0RM] 

cyme, n. (bot.). Inflorescence in which 
primary axis bears single terminal 
flower that develops first, system being 
continued by axes of secondary and 
higher orders (cf. raceme). Hence 
cymosE'1 a. [F cyme, var. of cime sum¬ 
mit, f. pop. L *cima, L f. Gk kuma cyma] 
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Cym'ric (k-), a. Welsh, [f. W Cymru 
Wales] 

cyn'Ic, a. & n. X. Of, characteristic of, the 
Cynic philosophers; = foil. 2. n. (C~) 
philosopher of sect founded by Antis- 
thenes, marked by ostentatious contempt 
for pleasure. 3. Sneering fault-finder. 
Hence ~ism n. [f. L f. Gk kunikos (kuon 
kunos dog, nickname for Cynic) ] 

cyn'ical, a. Churlish; captious; incredu¬ 
lous of human goodness; sneering. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [-al] 

cj'no- ■= Gk kuno-, comb, form of kuon 
dog, as ~phob'ia, dread of dogs, 

cynoceph'alus, n. Fabulous dog-headed 
man; (Zool.) dog-faced baboon. [L, f. 
Gk kunokephalos (prec. + kephale head)] 

cj'n'osure (or -shoor), n. (Constellation 
containing) Pole-star, Little Bear; guid¬ 
ing star; centre of attraction or admira¬ 
tion. [F, or f. L f. Gk kunosoura dog’s 
tail. Little Bear] 

cypher. See cipher. 
cy pres (sepra/), adv., n., & a. (Law) as 
near as possible (to testator’s intentions); 
(adj.) approximate; (n.) approximation. 
[AF, = F si pr&s so near (as etc.)] 

cyp'ress, n. Coniferous tree with hard 
wood and dark foliage; branch of this as 
symbol of mourning. [ME, f. OF cipres 
f. LL cypressus (= L cit-) f. Gkkuparissos] 

Cyp'rian, a. & n. (Inhabitant, native) of 
Cyprus; licentious (person), [f. L Cyprius 
(Cyprus) + -an ] 

Cyp'riot, -ote, a. & n. = prec. (first sense). 
[-0T2] 

Cyrena'ic (sir-), a. & n. (Philosopher) of 
the hedonistic school of Aristippus of 
Cyrene. [f. L f. Gk Kurenaikos (Kurene) ] 

Cyrill'ic, a. ~ alphabet, that used by 
Slavonic peoples of the Eastern Church. 
[St Cyril, reputed author, -t-ic] 

cyrto- (sdt-), comb, form of Gk kurtos 
curved, as ~mefer (-6m'-), instrument 
measuring chest. 

cyst, n. (Biol.) hollow organ, bladder, etc., 
in animal or plant, containing liquid 
secretion; (Path.) sac containing morbid 
matter, parasitic larva, etc.; cell con¬ 
taining embryos etc. [f. LL & med. L 
cystis (so in 16th c. Eng.), f. Gk kustis 
bladder] 

cyst-, cyst!-, cysto-, comb, form of Gk 
kustis, kuste, bladder, as cystiform, 
bladder-shaped, cj/sYocele, -scope, -tomy. 

cys'tic, a. Of the urinary bladder; of the 
gall-bladder; of the nature of a cyst. [f. 
as cyst + -ic ] 

cystit'is, n. Inflammation of the bladder. 
[cyst-, -itis ] 

-cyte, suf. in biol. wds meaning cell, as 
leucocyte. [f. Gk kutos vessel] 

cyto-, comb, form of Gk kutos vessel, as 
~blast, protoplasmic nucleus of a cell; 
'—plasm, protoplasmic content of cell 
other than the nucleus, 

cvtol'ogy, n. (biol.). Study of cells. Hence 
Cy tOL'OGIST n. [cyto- ] 

dad 

czar etc. See tsar etc. 

Czech, -kh, (chCk), n. & a. (Native or 
language) of Bohemia, [f. Boh. Cech] 

Czechoslovak (ch6koslov'ak), a. & n. 
(Native) of the State called Czecho¬ 
slovakia, including Bohemia, Moravia, 
part of Silesia, Slovakia, and formerly 
Carpathian Rulhenia. [Czech, Slovak, 
native race-names, -o-] 

D 
D (de), letter (pi. J)s, IPs, Dees); T) block, 
trap, valve, shaped like the letter; also 
D = dee; (Mus.) second note of natural 
major scale. 

’d. Colloq. clipping of had & would, 
chiefly after I, we, you, he, she, they. 

-d, p.p. suf. (heard etc.); see -ed1. 
da. See dad. 

dab1, v.t. (-bb-). Strike lightly or un¬ 
decidedly, hit feebly at, tap, peck; press 
but not rub (surface) with sponge etc., 
whence ~b,ER1(2) n.; press (brush, dab- 
ber, etc.) against surface, [f. 1300, of 
unkn. orig. ] 

dab2, n. Slight or undecided but sudden 
blow, tap, peck; brief application of 
sponge, handkerchief, etc., to surface 
without rubbing; moisture, colour, etc., 
so applied, [f. prec.] 

dab3, n. Kind of flat-fish. [16th c., of 
unkn. orig.] 

dab4, n. & a. (colloq.). Adept (at games 
etc., doing); he is a ~ hand (al). [f. 1690, 
of unkn. orig.] 

dab'ble, v.t. & i. Wet intermittently, 
slightly, or partly, soil, moisten, splash; 
move the feet, hands, bill, about in 
water; engage in or at pursuit etc. as a 
hobby, whence dab'blER1 n. [16th c., 
f. Du. dabbelen] 

dab'chick, n. Water-bird, the little grebe. 
[16th c. dap-, dop-, later dip-; perh. 
cogn. w. dip] 

dab'ster, n. = dab4; = DAUBsto*. [-ster] 

da ca'po (dahkah-), mus. direction. Re¬ 
peat from the beginning. [It.] 

dace, n. Small freshwater fish. [ME 
darse f. OF dars f. med. L (8th c.) darsus, 
of Gaulish orig. ] 

dachs'hund (dahks-hdbnt), n. Short- 
-legged breed of dog. [G, = badger-dog] 

dacoit7, n. Member of Indian or Burmese 
armed robber band. [f. Hind, dakait f. 
daka gang-robbery] 

dacoit'y, n. (Act of) gang-robbery, [f. 
Hind, dakaiti as prec.] 

dac'tyl, n. Metrical foot -ww. [f. L f. Gk 
daktulos finger ] 

dactyl'ic, a. & n. Of dactyls; (noun, usu. 
pi.) ~ verse(s). [f. L f. Gk daktulikos 
(prec., -IC)] 

dad, da (dah), dad'a, dadd'y, nn. 
(colloq.). Father (esp. as voc.); daddy- 
-long'legs, crane-fly. [f. 16th c.; infantile 
sound] 
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dad'o, n. (pi. -os). Cube of pedestal be¬ 
tween base & comice; lower few feet of 
room-wall when faced with wood or 
coloured differently from upper part. 
Hence~ED2 (-od) a. [It., = die1] 

daed'al, a. (poet.). Skilful, inventive; 
mazy; manifold, complex, mysterious. 
[f. L f. Gk daidalos skilful, variegated] 

Daedal'ian, -ean, a. In the manner of 
Daedalus the Greek artificer; intricate; 
labyrinthine, [f. L Daedaleus of Daedalus 
(cf. Gk daidaleos cunningly wrought) + 
-AN] 

daemonic. See dem-. 
daff (dah-), v.t. (arch.). Put aside, waive, 

[var. of doff, preserved by 1 Hen. IV, 
iv. i. 96] 

daff'odil (also daffodill'y, daff'adown- 
dill'y, in poetry etc.), n. & a. Lent lily, 
pale-yellow-flowered narcissus (alterna¬ 
tive to leek as Welsh national emblem); 
pale’yellow (n. & a.), [f. earlier affodill 
(d- unexplained) f. L f. Gk asphodelos 
asphodel] 

daft (dah-), a. (esp. Sc.). Foolish, reckless, 
wild, crazy. [ME daffle = OE gedaefte 
mild, meek; orig. sense (cf. Goth, gadaban 
be lit) fitting, suitable (cf. deft); for 
change of meaning cf. silly ] 

dagg'er (-g-), n. Stabbing-weapon with 
short pointed and edged blade (at ~s 
drawn, on the point of fighting, in strained 
relations, with person, or absi; look, 
speak, ~s bitterly, so as to wound); 
(Print.) (double) ~, = (double) obelisk. 
[ME, app. an E form.; prob. related to 
dag stab (14th c.) & OF, F dague dagger] 

•dag'6, n. (pi. ~s, ~es). (Term of con¬ 
tempt for) a Spaniard, Portuguese, or 
Italian, [f. Sp. Diego = James] 

dague'rreotype (-g6ro-), n. (Portrait 
taken by) early photographic process. 
[Daguerre 1839 inventor, -0-, type] 

dah, n. Burmese sword-knife. [Burmese] 
tlahabee'yah (dah-ha-), -bi'ah (-be-), n. 

Nile sailing-boat. [Arab., = the golden, 
orig. sense gilded barge] 

dahl'ia (dal-), n. Mexican composite 
plant cultivated in Europe for its many- 
-coloured single & double flowers (blue ~, 
impossibility); shade of red. [Dahl d. 
1789, botanist, -ia1] 

dai (di), n. (Anglo-Ind.). Wet-nurse. 
[Hind.; cf. Pers. dayah] 

Dail (Eireann) (doil(yt5'ran)),n. Chamber 
of Deputies in the Irish Republic legis¬ 
lature. [Ir., = assembly of Ireland] 

dail'y, a., adv., & n. 1. (Recurring, 
appearing, done) every day or week-day, 
from day to day, constant, often; ~ 
bread, one’s necessary food or livelihood. 
2. n. A ~ newspaper (pi. dailies)-, II (col- 
loq.) non-resident maid-servant. [OE 
-dseglic (day, -LY1)] 

dai'mto (di-), n. (pi. -os). Japanese feudal 
vassal, noble, (hist.). [Jap., f. Chin, dai 
great, myo namo] 

dain'ty,1 n. Choice morsel, dish, etc.. 

dam 

delicacy, tit-bit, (lit. & fig.), [t. OF 
dainte, -tie f. L dignitatem (dignus worthy 
-TY)] 

dain'tly2, a. Delicate, choice; tasteful, 
pretty, of delicate beauty, scrupulously 
clean; particular, nice, of delicate tastes 
& sensibility, fastidious; inclined to 
luxury. Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~1ness n. 
[f. prec. ] 

•daiquiri (dik'Irl, d&k£), n. Kind of 
cocktail. [Cuban] 

dair'y, n. Room or building for keeping 
milk & cream & making butter etc. 
(~maid, in charge of this); the milk 
department in farming; shop for milk 
etc. (’-gnan, dealer in milk etc.); cows 
of a farm. Hence (f. rare vb) ~ing1 n. 
[ME deierie f. obs. dey (OE daege ‘kneader 
of dough’) dairjunaid +-eky ] 

dais (das), n. Raised platform, esp. at 
end of hall for high table, throne, etc., 
or terrace. [ME, f. OF dels f. L discus 
disc, Disn, in med. L sense table] 

dais'y (-z-), n. Small European wild & 
garden flower; other plants resembling 
it, esp. the larger ox-eye ~; (si.) first- 
-rate specimen of anything; ~-chain, 
string of daisies fastened together; — 
-cutter, horse lifting feet very little, ball 
travelling along ground at cricket. Hence 
dais'iED2 (-zid) a. [OE dxges cage day’s 
eye] 

dak, dak. See dawk. 
dal (dahl). See dhal. 
dale, n. Valley (esp. in north; also in 
poet, use, as hill ~); ~s'man, in¬ 
habitant of ~s in north. [OE duel, OS 
dal, OHG tal, ON dalr, Goth, dal(s) f. 
Gmc *dal-; see dell] 

dail'y, v.i. Sc t. Amuse oneself, make 
sport; toy amorously (with or abs.); co¬ 
quet with temptation etc.; be evasive 
u-ith person or business; idle, loiter, delay; 
~ au-ay, consume (time, opportunity) 
to no purpose. Hence dall'iANCE n. [f. 
OF dalier chat] 

Dalma'tlan (-shn), n. (Also ~ dog) 
spotted dog kept to run with carriage. 
[Dalmatia, -an] 

dalmat'ic, n. Wide-sleeved loose long 
vestment with slit sides worn by deacons 
& bishops on some occasions, & by kings 
& emperors esp. at coronation. [ME, f. 
OF dalmatique or LL dalmalica (vestis 
robe) of Dalmatia] 

itiil segno (san'yo), mus. direction (abbr. 
D.S.). Repeat from point indicated. 
[It.] 

dalt'onism (dawl-), n. Colour-blindness, 
esp. inability to distinguish green from 
red. [f. F daltonisme f. John Dalton, Eng. 
chemist so affected, d. 1844, -ism(2) ] 

damn., & v.t. 1. Barrier constructed to 
hold back water & raiso its level, to form 
a reservoir, or to prevent flooding; cause¬ 
way; water confined by~. 2. v.t. (-mm-). 
Furnish or confine with ~ (usu. up); 
block up, obstruct, (lit. Sc fig.). [12th c., 
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app. f. MLG, MDu. dam ( — OFris. dam, 
MHG tarn, ON dammr), cf. (f. same stem 
but not directly related) OE fordeviman 
(ME demme), = Goth. faurdammjan stop 
up, shut off] 

dam2, n. Mother (usu. of beast); the devil 

& his ~, the powers of evil. [ME; var. 
DAME] 

dam'age, n., & v.t. 1. Harm (to one’s 
great ~), injury impairing value or use¬ 
fulness ; (Law; pi.) sum of money claimed 
or adjudged in compensation for loss or 
injury; (si.) cost (what’s the ~?). 2. v.t. 
Injure (usu. thing) so as to diminish 
value; detract from reputation of (person 
etc.; trying to ~ the Government; a damag¬ 
ing admission)-, hence ~able (-ija-) a. 
[ME, f. OF damage(r) f. dam loss f. L 
damnum + -AGE ] 

damascene', -skeen', v.t. Ornament 
(metal) with inlaid gold or silver; orna¬ 
ment (steel) with watered pattern pro¬ 
duced in welding, [f. Damascus, -cene 
thr. L f. Gk damaskenos, -keen thr. F & It. ] 

dam'ask, n. & a., & v.t. 1. ~ rose, old 
variety brought from Damascus; its 
colour; figured woven material (prop, of 
silk); twilled table-linen with woven 
designs shown by reflection of light; 
steel of or as of Damascus, with wavy 
surface-pattern due to special welding 
of iron & steel together. 2. adj. Coloured 
like ~ rose, blush-red; made of or 
resembling the silk, linen, or steel. 3. v.t. 
Weave with figured designs; = damas¬ 
cene ; ornament with pattern; make 
(cheek etc.) red. [ME, f. AF *damasc f. L 
Damascus] 

dame, n. (Arch., poet., or joe., for) lady; 
II keeper, male or female, of Eton boarding 
house; (Law; || prefixed title of) wife of 
knight or baronet (Lady in ordinary use; 
cf. Fortune, Z>~ Nature); || lady 
member of Order of British Empire (also 
as prefix corresp. Sir)-, D~ Commander, 

1>~ Grand Cross, (ranks in Order of B.E. 
& in R.V.O.); II higher female member of 
Primrose League; [I-—school, primary 
school of the kind formerly kept by old 
women; ~’s violet, cruciferous plant with 
pale lilac flowers that have no scent until 
evening. [ME, f. OF f. L domina mistress] 

damm'ar, n. Resin obtained from certain 
Indian and Australasian coniferous trees, 
used in varnish-making. [Malay damar] 

damn (-m), v.t. & i., & n. I. Condemn, 
censure, (~ a verson’s character); (Theatr., 
of audience) receive coldly, secure the 
withdrawal of, (play); bring condemna¬ 
tion upon, be the ruin of; ~ with faint 

praise, commend so frigidly as to suggest 
disapproval; doom to hell (so in optative, 
often d—, = may God ~ person or thing, 
or with object omitted; ~ed, or I’ll be 

~ed!, if I know etc., colloq. negation); 
cause the damnation of; curse (person or 
thing, or abs.; esp. ~ your eyes, or im¬ 

pudence !). 2. n. An uttered curse; a 

damson 

negligible amount (don’t care, not worth, 

a~). [ME, f. OF damner f. L damnare (da¬ 

mnum loss, harm)] 
dam'nablle, a. Subject to, deserving, 
damnation; hateful, confounded, annoy¬ 
ing. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF f. LL 
damnabilis as prec., -able] 

damnation, n. & int. Damning of play; 
(condemnation to) eternal punishment 
in hell; (int.) = may ~ take a person 
or thing. [ME, f. OF f. L damnationem 

(DAMN, -ATION)] 

dam'natory, a. Conveying, causing, 
censure or damnation, [f. L damnatorius 
(damnare damn, -ory)] 

damned (-md), a. & adv. In vbl senses; 
also or esp.: the ~, souls in hell; damn¬ 
able, infernal, unwelcome; confoundedly, 
extremely, (~ or d—d or damn’ hot, funny, 

etc.). [-ed 1 ] 
dam'ni|fy, v.t. (legal). Cause injury to. 
Hence ~fica'tion n. [f. OF damnifier f. 
LL damnificare (damnum loss, -fy)] 

damn'ing1 (-ml-), n. In vbl senses; esp., 
cursing. [-ING1] 

damn'ing2 (-mn-, -mi-), a. In vbl senses; 
esp., ~ evidence, that secures conviction. 
[-ING2] 

ddinnos'a herCd’ttds, n. Inheritance that 
brings more burden than profit. [L ] 

Dam'ocles (-z), n. Sword of ~, imminent 
danger in midst of prosperity. [Greek 
who was feasted with sword hung by a 
hair over him] 

Dam'on and Pyth'ias, n. & a. (As of) de¬ 
voted friends (~ friendship). [Gk tale] 

dam'osel (-z-), -zel, n. (arch.). Var. of 
DAMSEL. 

damp, n., a., & v.t. & i. 1. = choke1—-^ 

(also black~); = fire 1-~; moisture in air, 
on surface, or diffused through solid; de¬ 
jection, chill, discouragement, (cast or 
strike a ~ over or into); ~(-proof) course, 

layer of slate etc. in wall to keep ~ from 
rising; hence ~-rROOF a. 2. adj. Slightly 
wet; hence ~'en3 v.t. & i. (chiefly U.S.), 
~'ish‘(2) a., ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 3. vb. 
Stifle, choke, dull, extinguish, (~ down 

a fire, heap with ashes etc. to check 
combustion); (Mus.) stop vibration of 
(string); discourage, depress, (zeal, hopes); 
moisten; (Gardening) ~ off, rot, & fall off 
from ~. [late 15th c., f. MLG damp 

vapour etc., = OHG dampf] 

dam'per, n. Person or thing that de¬ 
presses; (Piano) pad silencing string 
except when removed by pedal or by 
note’s being struck; metal plate in fiuo 
controlling combustion; contrivance for 
wetting paper, stamps, etc.; (Austral.) 
unleavened cake baked in wood ashes. 
[-ER1] 

dam'sel (-zl), n. (arch. & literary). Young 
unmarried woman. [ME, f. OF dameisele 

f. Rom. *domnicella dim. of L domina 
mistress] 

dam'son (-z-), n. & a. Small dark-purple 
plum (~ plum, larger but similar); tree 
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bearing it; ~ cheese, solid conserve of ~s 
Sc sugar; (adj.)—coloured. [ME damas¬ 
cene f. L damascenum (jprunum plum) of 
Damascus ] 

dan, n. (Also ~ buoy) small buoy used 
as a mark in deep-sea fishing; steel 
canister attached to a long flagged pole 
showing limits of area cleared by mine- 
-sweepers (~n'er, ~-layer, vessel laying 
these), [orig. unkn.] 

Danaos. See timeo. 
dance1 (dah-), v.i. & t. Move with rhyth¬ 
mical steps, glides, leaps, revolutions, 
gestures, etc., usu. to music, alone or 
with a partner or set (~ to one’s tune or 
pipe, follow his lead); jump about, skip, 
move in lively way (of heart, blood, etc.); 
bob up and down on water etc. (~ upon 
nothing, be hanged); perform (minuet, 
waltz, etc.); ~ attendance (upon person), 
be kept waiting (by), follow about; 
cause to ~ (bears etc.); toss up & down, 
dandle, (baby); ~ away, off, into, etc., 
lose, bring, etc., by dancing (his head 
off, his chance away, herself into favour). 
[ME, f. OF danser f. Rom. *dansare of 
unkn. orig,] 

dance2 (dah-), n. Dancing motion (see 
prec.); some special form of this; single 
round or turn of one; tune for dancing 
to, or in ~ rhythm; dancing-party; lead 
(person) a ~, cause him much trouble; 
A>~ of Death or of Macabre, medieval 
picture-subject of Death leading- all ranks 
to grave; St Vitus’s ~, disorder chiefly 
in children with convulsive involuntary 
movements. [ME, f. OF f. danser (prec.)] 

dan'cer (dah-), n. In vbl senses; esp.: one 
who dances in public for money; || merry 
~s, aurora borealis. [-ER1] 

dan'delion, n. Yellow-flowered compo¬ 
site plant with w-idely toothed leaves, [f. 
F dent de lion lion’s tooth] 

dan'der, n. (colloq., esp. U.S.). Temper, 
anger, indignation, (get one’s ~ up, grow, 
make him, angry), [orig. unkn. ] 

Dan'die Din'mont, n. Breed of terrier. 
[character in Guy Mannering] 

dan'die, v.t. Dance (child) bn knee or in 
arms; pet. [16th c., of unkn. orig.; cf. It. 
dandolare waggle ] 

dan'druff, -iff, n. Dead skin in small 
scales among the hair, scurf, [also -riff, 
-raff, dander, of unkn. orig. ] 

dan'dy1, n. & a. (Person) devoted to 
smartness esp. of costume, neat, smart, 
decorated, whence dandi'ACAL a., dan- 
diFY v.t., dandiFiCA'TiON n., -^ish1 a., 
~ISM(2) n.; ‘(colloq.) very good of its 
kind, splendid, first-rate; sloop w'ith 
special rig; II (also~-cart) spring-cart used 
by milkmen; ~-brush, of whalebone etc. 
for cleaning horse. [1780 in Scotland, 
where Dandy also stands for Andrew] 

dan'dy2, n. = dengue. [W.-Ind. Negro 
corrupt. ] 

dan'dy3, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Strong cloth 
hammock slung from bamboo pole, car- 

dare 

ried shoulder-high by two or more men 
(a common means of transport in hilly 
districts). [Hind, danddi (dand staff)] 

Dane, n. Native of Denmark; (hist.) 
Northman invader of England; (also 
Great ~) powerful short-haired breed of 
dog. [ME, f. ON Danir (in OE Dene, as in 
Denmark), LL Dani] 

Dane'geld, -gelt, (-ng-), n. (Hist.) annual 
tax prob. imposed orig. in 10th c. to 
provide funds to protect England against 
the Danes, & later continued as a land 
tax; (transf.) appeasement by bribery, 
[f. prec. +ON yield payment] 

dan'ger (-j-), n. Liability or exposure to 
harm, risk, peril, (of one’s life, of death 
or other evil; in — of, likely to incur 
etc.); position of railway signal direct¬ 
ing stoppage or caution (signal is at ~); 
thing that causes peril (a ~ to the peace 
of Europe, to navigation). So ~ous a., 
—'Ously2 adv., (-j-). [earlier sense power 
f. OF dangler f. Rom. *dominiarium f. L 
dominus lord] 

dangl|e (dang'gl), v.i. & t. Be suspended 
Si sway to Si fro; hold or carry (thing) 
swaying loosely; hold (hopes etc.) as 
temptation before person, in his sight, 
etc.; hover after, round, about, poison as 
a follower, lover, etc., whence ~kr 1 n. 
[16th c., of unkn. orig.; cf. Da. dangle] 

Dan'iel (-yel), n. Upright judge, person of 
infallible wisdom. [Dan. i-vi. Si Merchant 
of Venice, IV. i. 223, 333 ] 

Dan'ish, a. & n. (Language) of Denmark 
or the Danes. [OE Denise (-ISH1), altered 
after pane] 

dank, a. Soaked, oozy; unpleasantly or 
unwholesomely damp (of air, weather, 
etc.). [ME, prob. f. Scand.; cf. Sw. 
dank marshy spot ] 

Dante'an, a. & n. (Student) of Dante; in 
Dante’s style or recalling his descriptions. 
So DantESQUE' a., Dan'tisT(3) n. [-an] 

dap, v.i. & t. (-pp-), Si n. Fish by letting 
bait bob on water; dip lightly; make (ball) 
bounce, (of ball) bounce, on ground; (n.) 
bounce of ball. [cf. dab1] 

daph'ne, n. Kinds of flowering shrub. 
[Ok (-e), = laurel] 

dapp'er, a. Neat, smart, in appearance or 
movement. [ME, f. MDu. dapper strong, 
stout, cogn. w. OHG lapfar] 

dap'ple, v.t. & i., & n. Variegate, become 
variegated, with rounded spots or patches 
of colour or shade; (n.) ~d effect; ~-grey, 
(horse) of grey with darker spots, [of 
unkn. orig; ON apalgrdr, G apfelgra.u, F 
gris-pommelt, Sc other parallels, suggest 
some connexion with apple] 

daib'ies (-biz), n. pi. (si.). Handcuffs, 
[alius, use of Father Darby's bands, some 
rigid form of band for debtors (ICth c.)] 

Dfitb'y and Joan, n. Devoted old married 
couple, [perh. f. poem 1735 in Gentle¬ 
man’s Mag.] 

dare, v.t. (before expressed or implied 
infin. without to, the 3 sing. pres, is usu. 
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~, the past & conditional often durst; 
otherwise ~s, ~d; infin. without to is 
usual only after the sense venture in 
negative or virtually negative sentence), 
& n. 1. Venture (to), have the courage or 
Impudence (to), (I ~ swear, feel sure that; 
~ he do it?- he ~s to insult me; I would 
if I durst or ~r!; they ~d or durst not 
come, did not ~ to come); attempt, take 
the risks of, (~ all things, a leap, the 
event, person’s anger); defy (person); 
challenge (person) to do, to it, etc.; I ~ 
say (rare exc. in 1st person; 3rd sing, in 
reported speech, he ~s to say, past he 
~d say or to say), am prepared to believe, 
do not deny, = very likely (often iron.); 
~'devil, reckless (person). 2. n. Act of 
daring, challenge, [a Gmc preterite- 
-present(cf. can) ; OE durran, OSgidurran, 
OHG giturran, Goth, gadaursan, f. Gmc. 
*ders-, *dars-, *durs-; cf. Gk tharseo be 
bold] 

II darg, n. (Sc.). A day’s work, a definite 
amount of "work, [contr. f. daywerk or 
daywark day-work] 

ddr'i, n. = DURRA. 

dar'ing1, n. In vbl senses; esp., adven¬ 
turous courage, [-ing1] 

dar'ing3, a. In vbl senses; esp., adven¬ 
turous, bold. Hence ~ly2 adv. [-ing2] 

d£irkJ, a. With no or relatively little light, 
unilluminated (~ lantern, that can have 
its light covered), gloomy, sombre; of 
colour more or less near black (esp. as 
pref. to adjj. of colour as '-‘-brown; ~ 
blue2s); brown-complexioned, not fair; 
evil, atrocious; cheerless (~ side of things); 
sad, sullen (o ~ humour), frowning; 
obscure (~ saying, ~ oblivion); secret 
(keep thing ~; keep ~, remain in hiding); 
little known of (~ horse, one of whose 
racing form little is known, & fig. of 
persons); unenlightened (in the ~est 
ignorance; the ~ ages. Middle Ages, also, 
& esp., the period between the break-up 
of the Roman Empire (a.d. 395) & the end 
of the 10th c.); the Z>~> Continent (in last 
two senses), Africa; ~ room, with actinic 
rays excluded for treating photographic 
films. Hence ~'ish1(2) a., ~'ly2 adv., 
~'ness n. (Prince of ~ness, the Devil). 
[OE deorc; as adj. exclusively E, but cf. 
OHG tarchanjan to hide] 

ddrk2, n. Absence of light (esp. in the ~); 
nightfall (at ~); dark colour (esp. in art, 
the lights and ~s of a picture); want of 
knowledge (am in the ~ abend it; leap in 
the ~, rash step or enterprise). Hence 
~'some a. (poet.), [f. prec.] 

dSrk'en, v.t. & i. Make or become dark1 ; 
~ one’s door, pay him a visit (usu. neg.); 
~ counsel, make perplexity worse. [-EN6 ] 

ddrk'le, v.i. Lie concealed; grow dark, 
[mod. back formation f. foil, misunder¬ 
stood as part.] 

ddrk'llng, adv. & a. In the dark. 
[-LING2] 

dgrk'y, -ey, n. (colloq.). Negro. [-Y3] 

d£tl'ing, n. & a. Loved, best loved, 
lovable, (person or animal). [OE deorling 
(dear, -ling1)] 

d^rn1, v.t., & n. 1. Mend (esp. knitting) 
by interweaving yarn with needle across 
hole, whence ~'ing'(5) n. ;~'ing-ball, -last, 
for stretching work during operation. 
2. n. Place so mended, [c. 1600, perh. f. 
MDu. dernen stop holes in (a dike)] 

dSbn2, v.t. (si.). Damn (as imprecation). 
[deformation of damn ] 

dSirn'el, n. Kind of grass growing as 
weed among corn. [prob. f. Walloon 
darnelle] 

difrt, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Pointed missile, esp. 
light javelin, || (pi.) indoor game with toy 
~s & target; sting of insect etc.; sudden 
rapid motion; act of throwing missile. 
2. vb. Throw (missile), throw missile; 
emit suddenly (glance, flash, anger); start 
rapidly in some direction. [ME, f. OF 
dart (mod. dard) f. Frank. *daroth] 

ddrt'er, n. In vbl senses; also: web- 
-footed bird of pelican tribe; (pi.) order of 
birds including kingfishers & bee-eaters; 
kinds of fish, [-er1] 

ddb'tle, v.t. & i. Keep on darting. [-le(3)] 
Ddrt'moor, n. (Used for)~ convict prison 
near Princetown, Devon. 

Ddrt'mouth (-mu-), n. (Used for) Royal 
Naval College, ~, Devon, 

dat'tre (-ter), n. Kinds of skin disease, esp. 
herpes. So ddb'trous a. [F, in OF dertre, 
med. L derbita f. Gaulish *dervita] 

Ddrwin'ian, a. & n. Of, person believing 
in, Charles Darwin (d. 1882) or his doc¬ 
trines esp. on evolution of species. So 
Ddr'wIniSM(3) n., Ddr'winiST(2) n. & a., 
DSrwinis'tic a., Ddr'winiTE'fl) n. & a., 
Ddb'winiZE(2, 4) v.t. & i. 

dash1, v.t. & i. Shatter to pieces (rarely 
abs., as flowers ~ed by rain); knock, 
drive, throw, or thrust, away, off, out, 
down, etc.; fling, drive, splash, (thing or 
person) against, upon, into; bespatter 
with water etc. (~'board, of wood or 
leather in front of vehicle to keep out 
mud, board beneath motor-car wind¬ 
screen containing instruments; ~ed with 
colour); dilute, qualify, (water with spirit, 
joy with pain); frustrate (~ one’s hopes), 
daunt, discourage, confound; write down 
or throw off rapidly (composition, sketch); 
underline; (si.) = damn as mild impreca¬ 
tion; fall, move, throw oneself, with 
violence; come into collision against, 
upon; ride, run, or drive up, move about, 
behave, with spirit or display, whence 
~'ing2 a., ~'ingLY2 adv. [ME dasse, 
dasche, prob. imit.; cf. Sw. daska to beat] 

dash2, n. Sound of water striking or 
struck; splash of colour; infusion (~ of 
brandy, of good blood); hasty pen-stroke; 
horizontal stroke in writing or printing 
to mark a break in sense, a parenthesis 
(two ~es), omitted letters or words, etc.; 
rush, onset, sudden advance; (capacity 
for) vigorous action; showy appearance 
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or behaviour (cut a ~, make a brilliant 
show), [f. prec. ] 

dash'er, n. In vbl senses; esp., contri¬ 
vance for agitating cream in churn. [-er1 ] 

das'tard, n. Coward skulker, esp. one 
who commits brutal act without en¬ 
dangering himself. Hence ~lyx a., 
~1Iness n. [prob. f. dosed, p.p. + -ard] 

da'syure, n. (Kinds of) small ferocious 
arboreal cat-like carnivorous marsupial 
found in Australia and Tasmania. [Gk 
dasus rough-f oura tail] 

dat'a. See datum. 

II dat'aller, daytaler, n. Workman en¬ 
gaged and paid by the day. [day, tale 
in sense reckoning, -er1] 

date1, n. W.-Asian & N.-Afr. tree (also 
'—palm), or its fruit, an oblong single- 
-seeded berry. [ME, f. OF, f. L f. Gk 
daktulos finger] 

date2, n. Statement in document, letter, 
book, or inscription, of the time (& often 
place) of execution, writing, publication, 
etc.; time at which thing happens or is 
to happen; *(colloq.) engagement, ap¬ 
pointment ; period to which antiquities 
etc. belong; person’s age, duration, term 
of life, (arch, or poet.); (go) out of ~, 
(become) obsolete; up to ~ (f. book- 
-keeping phr. for accounts completed to 
current day, now as adj. & adv.), meeting, 
according to, the latest requirements or 
knowledge; ~-Zine, meridian 180° from 
Greenwich, east & west of which the ~ 
differs, line in newspaper at head of 
message, special article, etc., giving ~ & 
place of dispatch. [ME, f. F f. L data 
fern. p.p. of dare = (letter) given (at such 
a time & place)] 

date3, v.t. & i. Mark (letter etc.) with 
date (~d from London), whence dat,ER1(2) 

n.; refer (event) to a time ;* (colloq.) make 
an appointment with; count time, 
reckon, (dating from the Creation)-, bear 
date, be ~d; have origin from (church 
~s from the 14th c.); (of art, style, etc.) 
become recognizable as of a past or 
particular period; be or become out of 
date. Hence dat'ABLE a. [f. prec.] 

date'less (-tl-), a. Undated; endless; 
immemorial, [f. date2> 3, -less] 

dat'lve, a. & n. ~ (case), the case in nouns, 
pronouns, & adjj., proper to the remoter 
object or recipient. So dativ'AL a., ~ly2 

(-vl ) adv. [f. OF (-if, -ive) or L dativus 
(dare dat- give, -ive)] 

dat'um, n. (pi. -fa). Thing known or 
granted, assumption or premiss from 
which inferences may be drawn; fixed 
starting-point of scale etc. (ordnance ~); 
(pi.) facts of any kind, notes. [L, neut. 
p.p. of dare give] 

datur'a, n. Kinds of poisonous plant, 
including stramonium, yielding strong 
narcotic, (f. Hind, dhatura] 

daub, v.t. & i., & n. Coat (wall etc.) with 
plaster, clay, etc. (n., the material); 
smear (surface; n., a smear), lay on 

(greasy or sticky stuff); soil, stain; paint 
(t. & i.) inartistically, lay (colours) on so, 
(n., a coarse painting), whence ~'er 
~'ster, nn„ ~'y2 a. [ME, f. OF dauber f. 
L de(albare f. albus white) whitewash] 

daught'er (dawt-), n. One’s female child; 
female descendant, female member of 
family, race, etc.; woman who is the 
spiritual or intellectual product of person 
or thing; product personified as female 
(Carthage ~ of Tyre-, Fortune and its ~ 
Confidence; language, as French of 
Latin); ~-in-law, son’s wife, (loosely) 
step-—. Hence ~hood n., ~lyj a. [OE 
dohtor, OS -ar, OHG lochter, ON dottir, 
Goth, dauhlar, cogn. w. Gk thugater] 

daunt, v.t. Discourage, intimidate; press 
(herrings) down in barrel. [ME, f. OF 
dantcr (now dompter) f. L domitare fre¬ 
quent. of domare tame] 

daunt'less, a. Intrepid, persevering. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [perh. f. obs. 
daunt a check f. prec. + -less ] 

dauph'in, dauph'iness, nn. (hist.). (Wife 
of) King of France’s eldest son. [ME; 
family name (f. L delphinus dolphin) of 
lords of Dauphine, last of whom ceded it 
on condition of dauphin’s being accepted 
as French heir-apparent’s title] 

II dav'enport, n. Escritoire with drawers 
& hinged writing-slab. [prob. maker’s 
name] 

Dav'Id and JSn'athan, n. Any pair of 
devoted friends. [1 Sam. xviii etc. ] 

dfiv'it, n. Crane on board ship used for 
hoisting anchor, torpedo, etc. inboard or 
outboard; one of pair of cranes for 
suspending or lowering ship’s boat. [ME, 
f. OF daviot (mod. davier), dim. of OF 
Davi David] 

Dav'y (lamp), n. Miner’s wire-gauze 
safety lamp. [Sir H. Davy (d. 1S20), 
inventor] 

dav'y, n. (si.). Take one’s ~, swear (that, 
to fact), [short for affidavit] 

Dav'y Jone's’s lock'er (jonziz), n. The 
deep, a watery grave (in the sea), [f. 
1751; allusion unkn.) 

daw, n. = jackdaw. [ME, corresp. to OE 
*dawa, OHG tdha (G dolile)] 

daw'dl|e, v.i. & t., & n. Idle, dally; ~e 
away (time etc.), waste; hence ~er‘ n.; 
(n.) ~ing person, [cf. dial, daddle, doddle, 
in same sense] 

dawk, dak, dak, (dawk), n. (Anglo-Ind.). 
Post or transport by relays of men or 
horses; relay; ~ bungalow, house for 
travellers at ~ station. [Hind. ] 

dawn, v.i., & n. 1. Begin to appear or 
grow light (of day, daylight, morning, 
country shone upon, things becoming 
evident to mind, intelligence, civilization, 
etc.); first ~ings etc., beginning; ~ing, 
the East; ~ upon, begin to be perceptible 
to. 2. n. First light, daybreak, rise or 
incipient gleam of anything. [dawn vb 
(whence the n.) deduced f. dawning (c. 
1300), app. f. ON (cf. OSw. daghning); 



these wds replaced older daw vb (OE 
dagian), dawing (OE dagung)] 

day, n. 1. Time while sun is above 
horizon, (loosely) including twilights (~ 
db night, adv., throughout these or in 
both alike; a«~, all the~, adv., through¬ 
out it; break, break of ~, dawn; ~- 
-dream, -ing, -er, reverie or castle in air, 
indulgence, indulger, in them); dawn 
(before, at, ~); daylight (by ~; was broad 
~; clear as ~). 2. Twenty-four hours 
(solar or astronomical ~, from noon; 
civil ~, from midnight; sidereal ~, be¬ 
tween two meridional transits of first 
point of Aries, about 4' shorter than 
solar; natural ~, = sidereal, also in first 
sense above). 3. Civil ~ as point of time, 
date, etc. (one ~, adv., on an unspecified 
date past or future; the other ~, on a ~ 
not long ago; one of these ~s or fine ~s, 
before long, in prophecy or promise; 
some ~, adv., in the future; on one’s ~, 
when he is at his best; ~ of grace). 4. 
Date of specified festival etc. (first ~, 
Sunday; Christmas ■ births, pay-~, 
last Day or Day of judgement). 5. Date 
agreed upon (keep one’s ~, be punctual; 
one’s ~, for being at home to guests, esp. 
once a week). 6. Victory (carry, win, 
lose, the ~). 7. Period (often pi., in the 
~s of, the ~s of old, in ~s to come, men of 
other ~s; better ~s, when one was or will 
be better off; fallen on evil ~s, in mis¬ 
fortune; sing., at, to, this ~; present-~, 
adj. = modern \these~s, adv., nowadays; 
the ~, the current ~; sufficient for the ~ 
is the evil thereof, do not anticipate 
trouble; men of the ~, persons of im¬ 
portance at any time; creature of a ~, 
short-lived). 8. One’s ~, lifetime, period 
of prosperity, activity, power, etc., (also 
pi. end one’s ~s, die; every dog has his 
~, no one always unlucky). 9. 1'his ~ 
week, month, year, reckoning forward or 
back from to~; ~ about, on alternate 
~s; ~ by ~, ~ after ~, from ~ to ~, every 
~, adw. of daily repetition or progress; 
twice etc. a ~, in each ~ (see a2) ; call it a 
~, consider that one has done a~’s work; 
know the time of ~, be wide awake, know¬ 
ing; before, after, the fair, adw., too 
early, late, for opportunity. 10. ||~- 
-boarder, schoolboy feeding but not sleep¬ 
ing at school; ~-fcoo/c in book-keeping, 
book in which esp. sale transactions are 
entered at once for later transfer to 
ledger; || '—-boy, schoolboy living at 
home ; — -fly, ephemerid \ —-labourer, hired 
by ~ at fixed wage; —long a. & adv., 
(lasting) for whole ~; —owl, hawk-owl 
hunting by ~; — -room, used by ~ only, 
esp. common living-room at schools; 
~-school, opp. Sunday, evening, or board¬ 
ing school; ~-spring, dawTn (poet.); — 
-ticket, covering return onsame~ ; — -time, 
not night, esp. in the —-time. [GE dseg, 

dead 

OS dag, OHG tac, ON dagr, Goth, dags f. 
Gmc *dagaz] 

day'light (-lit), n. Light of day (burn* 
~); openness, publicity; let — into (si,), 
stab or shoot; dawn (before, at, 
visible interval as between boats in race, 
wine & glass-rim (no —, fill up), or rider 
& saddle; —saving, use of fictitious time 
in summer prolonging ~ working hours, 

daze, v.t., & n. 1. Stupefy, bewilder; 
dazzle; hence daz'edLY2 adv. 2. n. 
Stupefaction, bewilderment. [ME dasen 
f. ON; cf. Icel. dasask refl. vb become 
weary ] 

daz'zl|e, v.t., & n. 1. Confuse or dim 
(sight, eye, person) with excess of light, 
intricate motion, incalculable number, 
etc.; confound or surprise (mind, person) 
by brilliant display lit. or fig.; ~e<2 with 
or by; ~e lamps or lights (over-bright, on 
motor-car); ~e paint (so patterned on 
ship as to deceive enemy about her type or 
course); hence ~eMENT (-lm-) n., ~ingLY2 
adv. 2. n. Glitter, [f. prec. +-le(3)] 

D-Day, n. Day (6 June 1944) on which 
British and American forces invaded 
N. France. (D for day ] 

de-, pref. f. L adv. & prep. de. As an 
etymological element: (1) in senses down 
(depend), away (defend, deduce), com¬ 
pletely (declare, denude), in a bad sense 
(deceive, deride); (2) repr. L dis- (in 
privative sense, largely replacing de-), 
thr. Rom., OF des-, later de- (mod. F d&-). 
Early adoptives in E retained OF des-, 
later refash, dis- (as in disarm); later wds 
have de- wh. was treated as identical 
with de- f. L de-; hence (3) as a living 
pref. with privative force forming compd 
vbs (with derivatives) as de-acidify, 
decentralize, demoralize, denazify (-ication). 

deac'on, n. (Primitive Church) appointed 
minister of charity (Acts vi. 1-6); (Epis¬ 
copal) member of third order of ministry 
below bishop & priest; (Baptist, Con¬ 
gregational. Presbyterian) officer attend¬ 
ing to congregation’s secular affairs. 
Pence~ship n. [OE, f. LL f. Gk dialconos 
servant ] 

deac'oness, n. Woman in primitive & 
some modern Churches with functions 
analogous to deacon’s, [f. LL diaconissa 
(prec., -ess1)] 

dead (d6d), a., n., & adv. 1. That has 
ceased to live (the ~, n., ~ person or 
persons, or all who have ever died; from 
the ~, from among these; ~ men tell no 
tales, argument for killing possessor of 
secret; ~-house, mortuary; ~ march, 
march-like funeral music; ^-office, 
funeral service ;~oso doornail, quite ~; 
~ & gone; wait for ~ men’s shoes ; flog 

~ horse; ~ men or marines, empty bottles; 
~ man’s finger, hand, thumb, kinds of 
orchid; ~ man’s handle, the controlling 
handle in electric trains which must be 

For compounds of de- not given consult de-. 
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held and pressed down for current to 
pass, so that slackening by death or ill¬ 
ness cuts the current & stops the train). 
2. Benumbed, insensible, (of hands etc. ; 
also ~ to, unconscious or unappreciative 
of, hardened against). 3. Without 
spiritual life. 4. Obsolete, past, not 
effective, (~ language, one no longer in 
ordinary use, e.g. ancient Gk; ~ letter, 
law no longer observed, unclaimed or 
undelivered letter at post office). 5. In¬ 
animate (~ fence, of timber etc., opp. 
quickset; — matter); extinct, dull, lustre¬ 
less, without force, muffled, (~ brand, 
coal; ~ gold, unburnished; ~ colour, first 
layer in picture, cold & pale; —nettle, 
non-stinging weed like nettle; —-alive, 
spiritless; ~ semnd, not resonant). 6. In¬ 
active, motionless, idle, (D— Sea; — 
point or ~ centre, least & greatest exten¬ 
sion of piston or crank, where it exerts 
no effective power; ~ weight, inert, of 
lifeless matter, also fig. of debt etc.; ~ 
pull, lift, at thing too heavy for one to 
move; ~ freight, sum paid in chartering 
ship for part not occupied by cargo; 
~ arch, window,, etc., sham; ~ end, 
terminus of branch line of railway etc.; 
~ hand, = mortmain", usu. implying 
protest; ~ hours, still, in night; ~ season; 
— stock, unemployed capital, unsaleable 
goods; ~ ball, out of play; wind falls —; 
as n., = ~ time, at — of night, in the 
— of winter). 7. Abrupt, complete, unre¬ 
lieved, exact, (come to — stop; a — faint; 
on a — level; ~ heat, exact equality in 
race, — -heat v.i. & t.; ~ spit (colloq.), very 
counterpart of; a — calm; — loss, without 
compensation; be in — earnest; a — 
certainty; — on the target, quite straight, 
so ~ shot, unerring; —'lock, utter stand¬ 
still, also as v.t.). 8. (Golf, of ball) very 
close to hole, within certain holing dis¬ 
tance. 9. —-alive, (of place, occupation, 
etc.) dull, tedious, monotonous; —-eye 
(Naut.), round flat three-holed block for 
extending shrouds; —-fire, St Elmo’s fire, 
as presaging death; ground, water (out 
of reach of a fort’s guns, infantry fire, 
etc.); '-'’head, non-paying theatre-goer or 
passenger; —’light (Naut.), shutter inside 
porthole to prevent light showing out; ~ 
(-) line, line beyond which it is not per¬ 
mitted or possible to go, fixed limit of 
time, (U.S. prisons) painted line across 
exercise-yard on crossing which a prisoner 
is liable to bo shot; ~ man’s (or men’s) fin¬ 
gers, finger-like divisions of gills in lobster 
or crab; pan (si.), expressionless im¬ 
mobile face; ~ reckoning (Naut.), of ship’s 
position by log, compass, etc., when obser¬ 
vations are impossible; D—-Sca apple; 
hence ~'ness n. 10. adv. Profoundly, 
absolutely, completely, (~ asleep, level, 
straight, tired, drunk; —-beat, tired out, 
(Ivlech.) without recoil, *(n., si.) worthless 
sponger; cut2 ~; ~ against, directly 
opposite to). [OE dead, OS dod, OHG 

! 1 dealer 
tot, ON dauthr, Goth, daulhs f. Gmo 
*dauthaz f. *dau- die2] 

dead'en (dCd-), v.t. & i. Deprive of or 
lose vitality, force, brightness, feeling, 
etc.; make insensible to. [-en6] 

dead'ly1 (d6d-), a. Causing fatal injury; 
of poisonous nature (— nightshade); en¬ 
tailing damnation (~ sin); implacable, 
internecine; deathlike (~ paleness, faint¬ 
ness, gloom); intense (in — haste; — 
dullness). Hence dead'liNESS n. [OE 
deadlic (dead, -ly1)] 

dead'ly2 (dCd-), adv. As if dead (~ while, 
faint); extremely (— tired, dull). [OE 
deadlicc (dead, -ly2)] 

deaf (del), a. Wholly or partly without 
hearing (the —, — people; ~ of an, or in 
one, car; — as an adder or a post; none so 
— as those that won’t hear); insensible to 
harmony, rhythm, etc.; not giving ear to, 
uncompliant, (turn a — car to); ~ nut, with 
no kernel; — -&-dumb alphabet, language, 
etc., signs for communication by the ~; 
~ mute, — & dumb person. Hence ~'LY2 
adv., ~'ness n. [OE deaf, OS dof, OHG 
loup, ON daufr, Goth, daufs f. Gmo 
*daubhaz ] 

deaf'en (def-), v.t. Deprive of hearing by 
noise; make (sound) inaudible by louder 
one; make (floor etc.) impervious to 
sound. [-EN6] 

deal1, n. A great, good, —, large, con¬ 
siderable, amount; (si.) a —, = a great 
~; (same phrases used adv.) to a large, 
considerable, extent, (esp. with com¬ 
parative or superb) by much, consider¬ 
ably. [OE deel, OS del, OHG tcil, Goth. 
dails, f. Gmc *dailiz; cf. dole1] 

deal2, v.t. & i. (~t pr. uflt), & n. 1. Dis¬ 
tribute, give out, (gifts etc.) among 
several; deliver as his share or deserts to 
person (esp. of Providence etc.; —t him 
happiness, good measure; of persons, esp. 
~ a blow, abs. or with at, lit. & fig.). 
2. Distribute cards to players for a game 
or round (n., such distribution, player’s 
turn for it, as my —, or round played 
after it), give (card, hand, etc.) to player. 
3. Associate with (esp. neg. as refuse to — 
with); do business with person, in goods 
(n., colloq., a bargain or transaction; also 
dishonest job); *New D-, the programme 
of social and economic reform planned by 
the Roosevelt administration of 1932 
and subsequent years; raw — (colloq.), 
unfair treatment; square — (colloq.), 
justice, fair treatment. 4. Occupy one¬ 
self, grapple by way of discussion or 
refutation, take measures, with; (with 
adv.) behave (~ honourably, cruelly, esp. 
with or by person). Hence ~'ing1(1) n. 
[OE dwlan as prec.] 

deal2, n. Piece of sawn fir or pine wood 
between 7 & 9 in. broad & 6 ft long, & 
3 in. thick; a quantity of these; fir or 
pino wood. [c. 1400; f. MLG dele plank; 
see thill] 

deal'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: player 
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dealing at cards; trader, usu. in comb, 
as corn-~. [-ER1] 

deambula'tion, n., deam'bulatory, a. 
Walking, [f. L dcambulatio, deambulato- 
rium, f. DE(ambularc walk), -ation, -ory ] 

dean1, n. Head of cathedral or collegiate- 
-church chapter; |l (also rural~) clergyman 
exercising supervision over group of 
parochial clergy within division of arch¬ 
deaconry; (colleges) resident fellow, or 
one of several, with disciplinary & other 
functions; (foreign, Scots, & modern uni¬ 
versities) president of a faculty; = doyen ; 
_D~ of Faculty, president of the Faculty 
of Advocates in Scotland. [ME deen, 
dene, f. OF deien f. LL decanus f. Gk 
dekanos one set over ten] 

dean2, dene, n. Vale (esp. in names 
ending in -dean, -dene, -den). [OE denu, 
cogn. w. DEN] 

dean'ery, n. Office, house, of dean; 
II group of parishes presided over by rural 
dean, [-ery] 

dear, a., n., adv., & int. 1. Beloved (often 
as merely polite or even ironical form in 
talk, esp. my ~ sir, my ~ Jones, & now 
used at beginning of most letters not 
intended to be markedly business-like; 
as n., ~ or ~'est, esp. in voc., = ~ one; a 
~, esp. in coaxing formulae). 2. Precious 
to; one’s cherished (for ~ life, as though 
life were at stake). 3. High-priced, costly, 
(as adv., sell, buy, pay, cost2 one, ~; ~ 
year, shop, in which prices run high); 
hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 4. int. ~, 
~ me!, oh ~f, expressing surprise, dis¬ 
tress, sympathy, etc. [OE deore, OS 
diuri, OHG tiuri, ON df/rr f. Gmc 
*deurjaz] 

dearth (ddt-), n. Scarcity & dearness of 
food; scanty supply of. [ME derthe (prec., 
-th1)] 

dear'y,-ie, n. (usu. voc.). Dear one. [-Y3] 
death (doth), n. 1. Dying (die2 the~; 

bed, on which one dies, repentance, 
fig., change of policy made too late to 
bear fruit; ~-rattle, sound in dying 
person’s throat; —roll, list of the killed 
or dead; ~-watch, kinds of insect whose 
ticking portends ~). 2. End of life (civil 
~, ceasing to count as citizen by out¬ 
lawry, banishment, etc.; catch one’s ~, 
i.e. fatal chill etc.; ~-duties, tax levied 
before property passes to heir; ~-rate, 
yearly number of ~s to 1,000 of popula¬ 
tion; ~-frap, unwholesome or dangerous 
place). 3. Being killed or killing (field of 
~, battlefield etc.; be the ~ of, kill; do, 
put, stone, etc., to ~ ; war to the~, ~-"feud, 
till one kills or is killed; it is, we make it, 
~ to, ~ is the penalty; be in at the ~, see 
fox killed, or fig. any enterprise ended; be 
~ on (si.), skilful at killing game etc., or 
fig. at doing anything; sick unto, tickled 
to, tired to, ~, to utmost limit; ~-adder, 
kinds of venomous snake ;~-blow, mortal. 

debenture 

lit. & fig.; —warrant, for criminal’s 
execution, abolition of custom etc.). 4. 
Ceasing to be, annihilation, personified 
power that annihilates, (at ~’s door, soon 
to die; ~’s-head, skull as emblem of 
mortality, also kind of moth with skull 
marked on back; sure, pale, as ~ ; hold on 
like grim ~; ~ on rats, good rat-killer, of 
dogs; archaic imprecation). 5. Being 
dead (~-mask, cast taken of dead person’s 
face; eyes closed in ~). 6. Want of 
spiritual life (everlasting ~, damnation). 
7. Black D~, (mod. name, transl. f. G for) 
great pestilence of Oriental Plague in 
Europe in 14th c. Hence ~'less a., 
lessLY2 adv., ~'lessNESS n., ~'like a. 
& adv., ~’ly 1 a. & adv., ~'ward(s) a. & 
adv., (deth-). [OE death, OS doth, OHG 
tod, ON dauthr, Goth, dautlius t. Gmc 
*dau- DIE2, -TH1] 

‘deb, n. (colloq.). Ddbutante. [abbr.] 
debacle (dibah'kl), n. Break-up of ice in 
river; (Geol.) sudden rush of water carry¬ 
ing along blocks of stone and other debris; 
confused rush, rout, stampede; collapse, 
downfall, e.g. of a government. [F] 

debag', v.t. (si.; -gg-). Remove the ‘bags’ 
(= trousers) from. [DE-, bag 1 ] 

debdr', v.t. (-rr-). Exclude from admission 
or right (also ~ person the crown etc.); 
(rare) prevent, bar, (entrance etc.). [ME, 
f. F dibarrer (OF des-), f. des- de- -f barrer 
BAR2] 

debark', v.t. & i. = disembark. Hence 
debdrki'TiON n. [f. F debarquer (de-, 

bark3)] 
debase', v.t. Lower in quality, value, or 
character; adulterate (coin). Hence 
<—'Ment (-sm-) n. [de- + obs. base for 
ABASE] 

debat'able, a. Questionable, subject to 
dispute, (~ ground lit. or fig., for which 
parties contend, borderland). [OF (foil., 
-ABLE)] 

debat|e', v.t. & i., & n. 1. Contest, fight 
for, (long ~ed the victory); dispute about, 
discuss, (a question); hold argument, esp. 
in Parliament or public meeting (~ing- 
-society, for practice); consider, ponder, 
(t. & i.); hence ^'er1 ii. (esp. of one 
skilled rather in argument than in 
oratory). 2. n. Controversy, discussion, 
public argument. [ME, f. OF debat, 
debaltre f. Rom. *dcbattere (de-, see 
BATTLE) ] 

debauch', v.t., & n. 1. Pervert from 
virtue or morality; make intemperate 
or sensual; seduce (woman); vitiate 
(taste, judgement); hence ~able a. 2. n. 
Bout or habit of sensual indulgence; 
hence ~ery(4) n. [f. F debaueher, of 
unkn. orig. ] 

debauchee' (-bosh-), n. Viciously sensual 
person, [f. F debauchi p.p. see prec., -ee] 

debenture, n. 1. || (Arch, or techn.) 
voucher given to person supplying goods 

For compounds of de- not given consult de-. 
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to Royal Household or Government 
Office, entitling him to payment, Custom- 
-House certificate to exporter of amount 
due to him as drawback or bounty. 
2. || (Ord. sense) sealed bond of corpora¬ 
tion or company acknowledging sum on 
which interest is due till principal is re¬ 
paid, esp. fixed interest constituting prior 
charge on assets; ||~ stock, ~s consoli¬ 
dated or created as stock whose nominal 
capital represents debt of which interest 
only is secured as perpetual annuity. 
[ME ; early sp. -ur, app. = L debentur are 
owing ] 

debil'itate, v.t. Enfeeble (constitution 
etc.), [f. L debit Hare, see foil., -ate3] 

debil'ity, n. Feebleness (of health, pur¬ 
pose, etc.). [ME, f. OF debilite f. L 
debilitalem (dcbilis weak, -TV)] 

deb'it, n., & v.t. 1. Entry in account of 
sum owing; side of account (left-hand) in 
which these entries are made (cf. credit). 

2. v.t. Charge (person) with sum; enter 
(sum) against or to person, [f. L debitum 
DEBT] 

debonair', a. Genial, pleasant, unem¬ 
barrassed. [ME, f. OF debonaire — de 
bon air of good disposition] 

deboshed' (-sht), a. (Arch, for) de¬ 
bauched. 

debouch' (-sh ; also -bosh), v.i. Issue from 
ravine, wood, etc., into open ground (of 
troops; also of stream). So~ment (-bosh-) 
n. [f. F diboucher f. de- DE- + bouche 
mouth ] 

Debrett', n. (Used for) ~’s Peerage etc. 
[John ~, compiler] 

debris, de-, (dbb're), n. Scattered frag¬ 
ments, wreckage, drifted accumulation. 
[F (M-). f. obs. dcbriser break down] 

debt (dfit), n. Money, goods, or service, 
owing (~ of honour, not legally recover¬ 
able, esp. of sum lost in gambling; || — 
-collector, one whose business it is to 
collect ~s for creditors; ~ of nature, 
death; National D~, money owed by 
State in its corporate capacity; funded 
the part of this converted into fund of 
which interest only is to be paid; floating 

part of it repayable on demand, or at 
stated time; small ~, of limited amount 
recoverable in County Court); being 
under obligation to pay something (in, 
out of, get into, ~ or person’s ~). [ME 
& OF delte f. Rom. *debita f. L debitum 
p.p. of debere owe] 

debt'or (dCt-), n. One who owes money or 
an obligation or duty; (‘Book-keeping) 
Debtor, Dr, heading of left-hand or debit 
side of account. [ME & OF dettour f. L 
debilorem (prec., -OR)] 

•debunk', v.t. (colloq.). Remove the 
false sentiment from (person, reputation, 
institution, cult, etc.); remove (celebrity) 
from his pedestal, [de-, bunk3] 

|| debus', v.t. & i. (-ss-). Unload (men, 
stores) or alight from motor vehicles. 
[de- 4-bus, after detrain] 

<lebut (see Ap.). n. First appearance in 
society, or on stage etc. as performer. [F ] 

debutant, debutante (see Ap.), nn. Male 
or female performer making dbbut; (fern.) 
girl coming out or being presented. [F] 

deca-, dec-, pref. f. Gk deka ten in many 
technical terms as dcc&g'ynous with ten 
pistils, decahid'ral ten-sided (-hedron, such 
solid), decan'drous with ten stamens, 
dic'astyle ten-columned (portico); esp. in 
French metric system = ten of the 
specified unit (cf. deci-), whence dec'- 
agram(me), dec'alitre ( cter), dec'- 
ametre (-ter) 

dec'ade, n. Set, series, of ten; ten years; 
ten books (1-10, 11-20, etc.) of Livy. So 
dec'adAi, decad'ic, aa. [F d&ccide f. LL 
decas -ad- (also decada fem.) f. Gk (deka 
ten), see -ad, -ade(2)] 

dec'adence, n., dec'adent, a. & n. Falling 
away, declining, deteriorating, (used esp. 
of a period of art or literature after cul¬ 
mination); (literary si.) decadent, (writer 
or artist) affecting certain vices, obscuri¬ 
ties, & turgidities of style. [F, f. med. L 
decadentia f. med. L decadere (decay), see 
-ENCE] 

dec'agon, n. Plane figure with ten sides 
and angles. So decag'onAL a. [f. med. L 
decagonum (deca-, -gon)] 

decal'cify, v.t. Deprive (bone etc.) of its 
lime, [de- ] 

dec'alogue (-bg), n. The ten command¬ 
ments. [ME, f. OF, orLL f. Gk dekalogos 
(after hoi deka logoi the ten precepts) J 

decam'eron, n. Collection of tales like 
the D~ of Boccaccio (100 tales told by a 
company in ten days), [f. It. decamerone 
after med. L Hcxameroti] 

decamp', v.i. Break up or leave camp; go 
away suddenly, take oneself oil, abscond. 
So ~ment n. [f. F dicamper (DE-, camp1)] 

decan'al (or dok'a-), a. Of dean, deanery, 
or south side, on which dean sits, of choir, 
[f. LL decanus dean 1 + -al] 

decan'i, mus. direction. To be sung by 
decanal side in antiphonal singing (cf. 
cantoris). [L genit. as prec. ] 

decant', v.t. Pour off (liquid of solution) 
by gradual inclination of vessel without 
disturbing sediment; pour (wine) similar¬ 
ly from bottle into decanter; (fig.) move 
or transfer as if by pouring, [f. med. L 
de(canthare f. L. f. Gk kanthos cant1 used 
of lip of beaker) ] 

decan'ter, n. Stoppered glass bottle in 
which wine or spirit is brought to table. 
[-ER1] 

decap'it|ate, v.t. Behead (esp. as legal 
punishment); cut the head or end from. 
So ‘—able a., ~a'tion n. [f. F ddcapiler or 
LL de(capitare f. caput -itis head)] 

dec'apod, n. Ten-footed crustacean, [f. 
F ddcapode f. Gk DECA(po«s -podos foot)] 

decdhb'onize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. Deprive of 

its carbon or carbonic acid, [de- ] 
deca'sualiz|e (-zhdb-, -zu-), -is|e (-iz), 
v.t. Do away with the casual employ- 
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ment of (labour). Hence ~a'tion n. [DE-, 

-ize] 

decasyllab'ic, a. & n., decasyll'able, n. 
& a. (Line) of ten syllables, [deca-] 

decay'v.i. & t. Deteriorate, lose quality, 
decline in power, wealth, energy, beauty, 
etc.; rot (t. & i.); cause to deteriorate. 
[ME, f. OF decairi. Rom. *DE(caderefor L 
cadere fall)] 

decay'2, n. Decline, falling off; ruinous 
state, wasting away (phonetic ~, wearing 
down of word-forms); break-up of health, 
decomposition; rotten tissue (remove the 
~). [f- prec.] 

deceas|e', n., & v.i. (Esp. in legal and 
formal use for) death, die, depart(ure) 
from life. Hence ~edj(2) (-est') a. and n. 
(with or without the). [ME, f. OF deces f. L 
DE(cessus n. f. cedere cess- go)] 

deceit' (-set), n. Misrepresentation, de¬ 
ceiving ; trick, stratagem; the vice of 
deceitfulness; misleading appearance. 
Hence ~ful a., ~f uIly 2 adv., ~fulNESS n., 
(-set-). [ME, f. OF deceite n. f. fern. p.p. of 
deceveirf. L DE(eipere -cept- = capere take) 
deceive ] 

deceivje' (-sev), v.t. & i. Persuade of what 
is false, mislead, (~e one self, juggle with 
one’s own convictions, also be mistaken); 
use deceit; disappoint (esp. hopes). So 
~'able a., ~'er1 n., (-sev-). [ME, f. OF 
deceveir f. L as prec.] 

decelerate, v.t. Diminish speed of, 
cause to slow down (also abs.). [DE-, 
after accelerate ] 

Decem'bler, n. Twelfth month of year. 
Hence ~riST n., member of Russian 
revolutionary conspiracy in ~er 1325. 
[ME, f. OF decembre f. L December (idecern 
ten) orig. tenth month of Roman year] 

decem'vir (-er), n. (pi. ~s, ~i): (Rom. 
Hist.) member of board of ten acting as 
council or ruling power, esp. that ap¬ 
pointed 451 B.c. to draw up laws of Twelve 
Tables; member of any ruling body of 
ten, as at Venice. So ~al a., ~ate* n. 
[L, f. decern viri ten men] 

de'cencjy, n. Propriety of behaviour; 
what is required by good taste or delicacy; 
avoidance of obscene language & gestures 
& of undue exposure of person; respecta¬ 
bility; the ~ies, decorous observances, 
requirements of a decent life. [f. L 
decenlia (decere be fitting, -ency)] 

decenn'ary, a. & n. (Of) period of ten 
years, [f. L decennis (decern, annus) ten- 
-year-f-ARY1] 

decenn'iad, decenn'ium (pi. -in), n. 
Ten-year period, [-ad irreg. f. L (-urn) 
f. decennis (prec.); see -ad] 

decenn'ial, a. Of ten-year period; recur¬ 
ring in ten years. Hence~LY2 adv. [f. 
L decennium see prec. + -al ] 

de'cent, a. Seemly, not immodest or 
obscene or indelicate; respectable; pass¬ 
able, good enough, tolerable, whence 

~ISH1(2) a.; II (school si.) kind, not severe 
or censorious. Hence ~LY2 adv. [f. L 
decere beseem, -ent ] 

decen'traliz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Undo the 
centralization of; confer local govern¬ 
ment on. Hence ~a'tion n. [DE-] 

deception, n. Deceiving, being deceived; 
thing that deceives, trick, sham. [ME, f. 
OF, or LL deceptio (decipere see deceit, 

-ION) ] 

decep'tive, a. Apt to deceive, easily mis¬ 
taken. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness 

(-VE-) n. [f. F deceptif(prec., -IVE); cf. LL 
deceptivus ] 

dechris'tianlze (-krischa-), -ise (-iz), v.t. 
Divest of its Christianity. [DE-] 

deci-, pref. shortened from L decimus 
tenth, used (as deci- in F) esp. in French 
metric system in sense of specified unit. 
So de'cibel (unit for measuring relative 
intensities of sounds), de'cigram(m), 
de'cilitre (-cter), de'cimetre (-er), nn. 

decide', v.t. & i. Settle (question, issue, 
dispute) by giving victory to one side; 
give judgement (between, for, in favour 
of, against, or abs.); bring, come, to a 
resolution (that ~s me; ~ to do, on, for, or 
against doing). Hence decid'ABLE a. 
[ME, f. OF decider or L DE(cidere cis- = 
caedere cut)] 

decid'ed, a. In vbl senses; also : definite, 
unquestionable, (a ~ difference); (of 
persons) of clear opinions or vigorous 
initiative, not vacillating. Hence ~ly2 
adv. [-ed1] 

decid'er, n. In vbl senses; also, (Racing) 
heat in which tie is run off. [-ER1] 

decid'uous, a. Shed periodically or 
normally (of leaves, teeth, horns, etc.); 
shedding its leaves annually; shedding 
its wings after copulation (of ants etc.); 
fleeting, transitory, [f. L deciduus f. de- 

(ctdere = cadere fall) +-ous ] 
decill'ion (-yon), n. || Tenth power of 
million (1 with 60 ciphers). Hence ~th2 
a. & n. [f. L decern ten & million, see 
BILLION ] 

de'cimal, a. & n. Of tenths or ten, 
proceeding by tens, (~ numeration, 
ordinary counting-system with ten for 
basis, reckoned by decades; ~ system, of 
weights and measures, with denomina¬ 
tions rising by tens; ~ notation, counting 
in tens; ~ arithmetic, using this notation, 
also in narrower sense that, also called~s, 
treating of ~ fractions; ~ fraction or ~, 
one whose denominator is a power of 
ten, esp. when expressed by figures 
written to right of the ~ point or dot 
placed after the unit figure, & denoting 
tenths, hundredths, etc., according to 
their place; TCECTJRring ~; ~ coinage) ; of 
~ coinage, whence ~ist(2) n. Hence 
~ize(3) v.t., ~iza'tion n., ~ly2 adv. [c. 
1600 (math.) f. L decimus tenth, -al] 

de'cimate, v.t. Put to death one in ten 

For compounds of dc- not given consult de-. 
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of (mutinous or cowardly soldiers); 
destroy tenth or large proportion of (esp. 
of epidemic or other visitation). So 
decimA/TiON n. [f. L dccimare take tho 
tenth man (decimus), see -ate3] 

de'cimo-sex'to. = sextodecimo. 
de'cimus. See primus1. 

deciph'er, v.t., & n. Turn into ordinary 
writing or make out with key (thing 
written in cipher);■ make out meaning of 
(bad writing, hieroglyphics, any tiling 
perplexing); (n.) interpretation of cipher 
document. Hence ~able a., ~ment n. 
[DE-]. 

deci'sion (-Izhn), n. Settlement (of 
question etc.), conclusion, formal judge¬ 
ment; making up one’s mind, resolve; 
resoluteness, decided character. [ME, f. 
OF, or L decisio (decide, -ion)] 

ddcis'ive, a. Deciding, conclusive, (csp. 
~ bailie); = decided (~ character, ~ 
superiority). Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., 

~NESS (-VH-) n. [F (DECIDE, -IVE)] 
deciv'ilize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. Divest of 
civilization. [DE-] 

deck1, n. 1. Platform of planks or wood- 
-covered iron extending from side to side 
of ship or part of it (in large ships main, 
middle, lower, ~s, also upper or spar ~ 
above main, & orlop below lower-, poop 
& forecastle ~s, short ones in stern & 
bow); (si.) the ground; clear2 the ~s; on 

not below; ~-chair, camp-stool, also 
long-armed reclining chair, used in 
passenger steamers; ~-hand, man em¬ 
ployed on vessel’s ~ in cleaning and odd 
jobs; ~-house, room erected on ~. 2. 
Pack of cards (now chiefly U.S.). [15th 
c. ‘covering’ f. MD.u. dec (cf. foil.); naut. 
use (c. 15.00) app. an Eng. development] 

deck2, v.t. Array, adorn; furnish with, 
cover as, a deck. [c. 1500 f. MDu. dekken 
cover; see thatch] 

dec'kle, n. Contrivance in papermaking- 
-machine for limiting size of sheet (~- 
•edge, rough uncut edge), [f. G deckel dim. 
of declcc cover] 

declaim', v.i. & t. Speak rhetorically 
(often against, = inveigh), practise speak¬ 
ing or recitation; deliver impassioned 
rather than reasoned speech; utter 
rhetorically. Hence ~er1 n. [16th c. 
declame f. F dcclamer or L declamare; see 
CLAIM] 

declama'tion, n. Act or art of declaim¬ 
ing ; rhetorical exercise, set speech; 
impassioned speech, harangue. So 
declam'atORY a. [f. F, or L declamatio 
(prec., -ation)] 

declar'ant, n. One who makes legal 
declaration, [f. L declararc declare, -ant] 

declaration, n. Stating, announcing; 
positive, emphatic, solemn, or legal 
assertion, announcement, or procla¬ 
mation (~ of war, before beginning 
hostilities, not now usual; ~ of the poll, 
of vote-totals of election-candidates); 
manifesto, written announcement of 

decline 
intentions, terms of agreement, etc. (D~ 
Of INDULGENCE; of RIGHTS; _D~ of 
Independence, of 4th July 1776 by N.- 
-Amer. British colonies; D~ of Paris 1856, 
of London 1909 unratifled by Gt Britain, 
international agreements on maritime 
law); (Law) plaintiff’s statement of claim, 
affirmation',jin lieu of oath, Custom- 
-House statement (see foil.); (Cards) a 
bid, pass, double, etc., the winning bid. 
[MEbf. L declaralio (foil., -ation)] 

declare', v.t. & i. 1. Make known, pro¬ 
claim publicly, formally, or explicitly, 
(~ war, a dividend)-, (abs.) Well. I ~ 
(excl. of incredulity, surprise, or vexa¬ 
tion). 2. Pronounce (person etc.) to be 
something, as ~ him (to be) an enemy to 
humankind.; ~ oneself, avow intentions, 
reveal character; ~ for, against, side 
with, against; ~ innings closed, or ~, 
elect to cease batting as though all were 
out; ~ off, break off (bargain etc., or abs.). 
3. (Customs) name (dutiable goods) as in 
one’s possession. 4. (Bridge) name the 
trump suit, or call ‘No trumps’; (other 
card games) announce that one holds 
(certain combinations of cards etc.). 
Hence or cogn. decla'rATivE, decla'rat- 
ory, aa., decla'rativeLY2, ddclar'edLY2, 
advr., declar'ER1 n. (esp. at cards). [ME, 
f. I, DE(clarare f. clarus clear) ] 

declasse (daklas'a), a. (fern. -ee). That has 
lost caste or sunk in social scale. [F ] 

declass'ify, v.t. Remove from classified 
or secret list. [DE-] 

declen'sion (-shn), n. Deviation from 
uprightness etc.; deterioration, decay; 
(Gram.) case-inflexion, one of the noun- 
-classes distinguished by their different 
methods of case-inflexion, declining, 
[irreg. f. OF declinaison f. L dcclina- 
lionem, whence obs. E declination in same 
sense] 

declma'tion, n. Downward bend; 
(Astron.) angular distance of star etc. 
north or south of celestial equator, 
celestial latitude; (Compass) angular 
deviation of needle, E. or \V., from true 
north. Hence ~al (-sho-) a. [ME, f. OF 
orf. L declinalio (foil., -ation)] 

decline'S v.i. & t. Slope downwards (usu. 
intr.); bend, droop, (i., & also t. as with 
head its blossoms)-, (of day, life, 
etc.) draw to close; sink morally (~ on, 
descend to); fall off, decay, decrease, 
deteriorate; turn away from, refuse, 
(discussion, challenge, battle; ~ to do, 
doing, to be treated in such a way); say 
ono cannot accept (invitation etc., or 
abs.; ~ with thanks freq. iron., reject 
scornfully); (Gram.) inflect, recite tho 
cases of, whence declIn'ABLE a. [ME, f. 
OF decliner or L de(clinarc bend)] 

decline'2, n. Sinking, gradual loss of 
vigour or excellence, decay, deteriora¬ 
tion ; phthisis, consumption; fall in price; 
setting, last part of course, (of sun, life, 
etc.). [ME, f. prec. & OF declin] 
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declinom'eter, n. Instrument for 
measuring magnetic declination, [irreg. 
f. L declinare see decline +-meter] 

decliv'Itly, n. Downward slope. Hence 
~ous a. [f. L declivitas f. de(clivis f. clivus 
slope), -TY (cf. DEFORMITY)] 

decliv'ous, a. Sloping down (esp. in 
Zool. of profile), [f. L dcclivis see prec., 
+ -ous ] 

declutch', v.i. Disengage clutch esp. of 
motor-car. [de-] 

decoc'tion, n. Boiling down so as to 
extract essence; liquor resulting. [ME, 
f. OF or L de(coctio f. coquere coct- boil, 
-ION)] 

decSde', v.t. Decipher (code telegram 
etc.), [de-] 

decollate, v.t. Behead, truncate (p.p., 
of spiral shell without apex). So decoll- 
a'tion n. [LL ms(collare f. collum neck), 
-ATE3] 

decolletage (dakOl'tahzh), n. (Exposure 
of neck and shoulders by) low-cut neck 
of bodice. [F (de-, collet collar of dress)] 

decollete (dakOl'ta), a. (fern. -ie). Low- 
-necked (of dress); wearing low-necked 
dress. [F, as prec.] 

decol'o(u)riz|e (-kuler-), -is|e (-Iz), v.t. 
Deprive of colour. Hence ~a'tion, 

~er1(2), nn. [DE-, COLOUR1, -ize(3)] 
de'compiex, a. Doubly complex, having 
complex parts, [de-] 

decomp5s|e' (-z), v.t. & i. Separate into 
its elements (substance, light, etc.); 
analyse (thought, motive); rot (t. & i.). 
Hence ~'able a., ~'er1(2), decomposi'- 
tion, nn., (-z-). [f. F dicomposer (de-, 
compose)] 

decom'poslte (-z-), a. & n. (Substance, 
word, etc.) made by compounding a 
compound with another element, further 
composite, [f. LL decompositus transl. of 
Gk parasunthctos used of words derived 
from compounds; see de-] 

de'compound, a. & n. = decomposite 
(esp. in Bot.). [de-] 

decompress', v.t. Relieve pressure on 
(undeneater or other worker) by means of 
an air-lock. Hence decompre'ssiON 
(-shn) n.,~OR n., contrivance for reliev¬ 
ing pressure in motor engine, [de- ] 

dec5n'secrate_, v.t. Secularize, [de-] 

decontam'in|ate, v.t. Remove con¬ 
tamination from (esp. areas, clothes, etc., 
affected by poison-gas or radio-activity). 
Hence ~a'tion n. [de-] 

decontrol', v.t. (-11-), & n. Release from 
(esp. war-time) control by Government 
etc. [DE-] 

decor (dekdH), n. All that makes up tho 
appearance of a room or the stage. [F] 

dec'orat|e, v.t. Furnish with adornments 
(esp. church with flowers etc.); serve as 
adornment to; invest with order, medal, 
etc.; ~ed as adj. or n., (of) third English 
style of architecture. Hence ~ive a. 

decrescendo 

[f. L decorare (decus -oris beauty), -ate3] 

decora'tion, n. In vbl senses; esp.; (pi.) 
flags, wreaths, etc., put up on occasion 
of public rejoicing; medal, star, etc., worn 
as honour. [F, or f. LL decoratio (prec., 
-ation) ] 

dec'orator, n. In vbl senses; esp., trades¬ 
man who papers, paints, etc., houses. 
[-or] 

dec'orous (or dikor-), a. Not violating 
good taste or propriety, dignified and 
decent. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L decorus 
(decor f. decere be fit, -or) +-ous] 

decdrt'Icate, v.t. Remove the bark, 
rind, or husk from. [f. L DE(corticare f. 
cortex bark), -ate3] 

decor'um, n. Seemliness, propriety, eti¬ 
quette; particular usage required by 
politeness or decency. [L, neut. adj. as 
decorous] 

decoy', n., & v.t. (Entice, esp. by help of 
trained bird etc., into) pond with narrow 
netted arms into which wild duck may 
be tempted and caught; allure into, out 
of, away, etc., ensnare; bird etc. trained 
to entice others; (also ~-dac/c) swindler’s 
confederate, tempter; bait, enticement. 
[17th c., f. MDu. de kooi ‘the coy’, whence 
also, without the article, obs. (now dial.) 
E coy, kooi f. WG *ca(u)wia f. L cavea 
CAGE] 

decrease', v.i. & t., dec'rease, n. 1. 
Lessen, diminish, (i. &t.); hence decrease 
xngLY2 adv. 2. n. Diminution, lessening. 
[ME dis-, de-, f. OF de(s)creiss-, pres, stem 
of de(s)creistre f. Rom. *discresccre (in LL 
w. sense ‘grow in different directions’) f. L 
de(crescere cret- grow); n. f. OF de(s)creis] 

decree', n., & v.t. 1. Ordinance or edict 
set forth by authority; decision (in other 
courts called judgement) in Admiralty 
cases, (in Divorce cases) order declaring 
nullity or dissolution or giving judicial 
separation (||~ nis'i, order for divorce 
unless cause to the contrary is shown 
within a period, orig. six months, later 
six weeks); will, as shown by result, of 
God, Providence, Nature, etc. 2. v.t. 
Ordain by ~. [ME, f. OF decre f. L 
de(cretum neut. p.p. of cerncre sift) thing 
decided] 

dec'rement, n. Decrease, amount lost by 
diminution or waste, (esp. as scientific 
term opp. increment), [f. L decrementum 
(DECREASE, -MENT)] 

decrep'it, a. Wasted, worn out, en¬ 
feebled with age & infirmities, (of persons 
or institutions). So decrep'iTUDE n. 
[ME, f OF decrepit or L de (crepitus p.p. 
of crepare creak)] 

decrep'itlate, v.t. & i. Calcine (mineral or 
salt) till it ceases to crackle in fire; crackle 
under heat. Hence ~a'tion n. [de-, L 
crcpitare frequent, of crepare creak ] 

decrescSn'do (dakrGsh-). = diminuendo. 

[It.] 

For compounds of de- not given consult de-. 
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decres'cent, a. Waning, decreasing, (usu. 
of moon), [f. L decrescens (decrease, 
-ent)] 

decret'al, n. Papal decree; (pi.) collection 
of these, forming part of canon law. [ME, 
f. OF decretal f. LL decretalis (letter) of 
DECREE, ~AL] 

decry', v.t. Disparage, cry down. [f. F 
dicrier (de-, cry2)] 

dec'uraan, a. Especially large or power¬ 
ful (usu. of wave lit. or fig.), [f. L decu-, 
decimanus, used of main gate of camp 
where tenth cohort was quartered 
(decimus tenth, -an)] 

decum'bent, a. (bot. & zool.). Lying 
along ground or body (of plant, shoot, 
bristles), [f. L VE(cumbere lie), -ent] 

dec'uple, a., n., & v.t. & i. Tenfold 
(amount); (vb) multiply by ten. [F (di-), 
f. LL decuplus (decern ten, -plus cf. duplus 
DOUBLE)] 

decuss'ate, a. (-at), & v.t. & i. (-at). 
1. X-shaped, intersecting; (Bot.) with 
pairs of opposite shoots, each at right 
angles to pair below; (Rhet.) marked by 
chiasmus. 2. vb. Arrange in these ways; 
intersect; hence decussA'TiON n. [f. L 
decussare (decussis number ten, X), 
-ate2> 3] 

dedans (dedahn'), n. (tennis). Open 
gallery at end of service-side of a court; 
(transf., the ~) spectators watching a 
tennis match. [F, = inside] 

ded'icatje, v.t. Devote with solemn rites 
(to God or to sacred use; of church etc. 
esp. without certain forms necessary for 
legally consecrating ground or buildings); 
give up (to special purpose); inscribe 
(book etc.) to patron or friend. So ~or, 
~ee', nn., ~ive, '—'ORY, aa. [f. L de (dicare 
declare), -ate3] 

dedication, n. In vbl senses; also, dedi¬ 
catory inscription on building etc. or in 
book. [ME, f. OF, or f. L dedicatio 
(prec., -ion)] 

deduc|e', v.t. Bring down (annals etc.) 
from or to a time; trace descent of (person 
etc.) from; infer, draw as conclusion, 
from. So '—''ible a. [f. L de(ducere duct- 
lead)] 

deduct', v.t. Take away, put aside, 
(amount, portion, etc., subtract being now 
used of numbers) from (or abs.). [f. L 
deduct- see prec.] 

deduction, n. Deducting; amount de¬ 
ducted ; deducing, inference from general 
to particular, a priori reasoning, (cf. 
induction) ; thing deduced. [ME, f. OF, or 
L deduct io (deduce, -ion)] 

deductive, a. Of, reasoning by, deduc¬ 
tion, a priori. Hence ~ly2 (vl-) adv. 
[f. L deductivus (deduce, -ive)] 

dee, n. Letter D; D-shaped harness-ring, 
deed, n. Thing done intentionally; brave, 
skilful, or conspicuous act; actual fact, 
performance, (in word & ~; in ~ <& not 
in name, whence indeed ; in very ~); 
(Law) written or printed instrument 

deer 
effecting legal disposition & sealed & 
delivered by disposing party (in practice 
now always signed also but not always 
delivered); ~-poiZ, deed made & exe¬ 
cuted by one party only (paper polled 
or cut even, not indented). Hence ~'less 

a. [OE deed, OS dad, OHG tat, ON ddth, 
Goth.-deihs f. Gmo *deediz, cogn. w. do1] 

deem, v.t. Believe, consider, judge, count, 
(abs. in parenthesis, as it was, I ~ed, 
time to go-, ~ highly of, have high opinion 
of; ~ it one’s duty, was ~ed sufficient, 
to suffice-, ~ed that this would do). [OE 
deman, OS domian, OHG tuomen, ON 
doema, Goth, domjan f. Gmc *domaz 
doom ] 

deem'ster, n. One of two justices of Isle 
of Man. [prec., -ster] 

deep1, a. 1. Going far down from top (~ 
hole, water, draught, drink, drinker, 
gambling, gambler; go (in) off the ~ end 1; 

in ~ waters, plunged in grief etc.); going 
far in from surface or edge (~ wound, 
shelf, border; ~ mourning, expressed by 
wide crape etc.; ~ plunge; ~ reader, 
thinker). 2. Hard to fathom, profound, 
not superficial, penetrating, (~ dissimu¬ 
lation ; a ~ one, si., cunning or secretive; 
the ~er causes; ~ learning, study; ~ influ¬ 
ence ; ~ insight). 3. Heartfelt, absorbing, 
absorbed, (~ feelings, interest, curses; ~ 
in a pursuit, dead to everything else). 
4. Intense, vivid, extreme, heinous, (~ 
disgrace, sleep, night, sin, colour; -— 
-red etc.). 5. Going or placed (so) far down, 
back, or in (water 6 ft ~; ankle-~ in mud; 
drawn up six ~; ship ~ in the water, hands 
~ in pockets; ~ in debt; ~ in the human 
heart, fully versed in it). 6. Brought from 
far down (~ sigh); not shrill, low-pitched, 
full-toned, (note, bell, voice; <■—mouthed, 
of dog). Hence ~'en5 v.t. & i., ~'ly2 
adv., ~'most a., (rare, for depth) ~'ness n. 

[OE deop, OS diop, OHG tiuf, ON djftpr, 
Goth, diups f. Gmc *deupaz cogn. w. 
DIP1] 

deep2, n. The ~ (poet.), the sea; (Cricket, 
the ~) position of fieldsmen stationed 
behind the bowler at or near boundary 
(the ~ field); (usu. pi.) deep part(s) of the 
sea; abyss, pit, cavity; mysterious region 
of thought or feeling, [as prec. (neut. adj. 
in OE)] 

deep3, adv. Deeply, far in, (read ~ into 
the night; still waters run ~, real feeling 
or knowledge not showy); esp. in comb, 
as ~-drawn (of sighs), ~-lctid (of scheme, 
secret & elaborate), ~-rooted (esp. of 
prejudice), ~-seated (of emotion or 
disease). [OE dfope, deope, (deep1)] 

deep'ing, n. Section, one fathom deep, of 
fishing-net. [-ing3] 

deer, n. (collect, sing. usu. for pi.). Kinds 
of ruminant quadruped with deciduous 
branching horns (smallinsignificant 
animals or things collectively, cf. King 
Lear ill iv. 144); ^-hound, large rough 
greyhound; ~ forest, normally treeless 
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wild land reserved for stalking ~ ; '-'-lick, 
spring or damp spot impregnated with 
salt etc. where ~ come to lick; •—-neck, 
horse’s thin neck; II —'s-foot, a line grass; 
—’skin, (made of) ~’s skin; stalker, 
sportsman stalking ~, cloth cap peaked 
before and behind. [OE dear, OS dior, 
OHG tiur, ON dyr, Goth, dius f. Gmc 
*deuzom] 

deface', v.t. Mar appearance or beauty 
of, disfigure; discredit; make illegible. 
Hence ~able (-sa-) a., ~ment <-sm-) n. 
[ME, f. OF def-, desfacer (DE-, face1)] 

de fac'to, a. & adv. In fact, whether by 
right (de jure) or not (king ~, the ~ 
kina). [L] 

def'alcatle, v.i. Commit defalcations, 
misappropriate property in one’s charge. 
So ■—'OR n. [f. med. L de(falcare lop f. L 
falx -cis scythe), -ate3] 

defalcation, n. Defection, shortcoming; 
fraudulent deficiency of money owing to 
breach of trust, misappropriation, amount 
misappropriated, [f. med. L defalcatio 
(prec., -ation)] 

defame', v.t. Attack the good fame of, 
speak ill of. So defarru'TiON n., defam'a- 
tory a. [ME dif-, de-, f. OF diffamer f. L 
diffamare spread abroad (dis-, fama 
report), see de- ; form de- after L 
def amis, -atus infamous] 

defatt'ed, a. Deprived of it3 fat. [de-] 

default'1, n. Want, absence, (in — of, if or 
since such a thing is wanting); failure to 
act or appear, neglect, (make —; judgement 
by —, given for plaintiff on defendant’s 
failure to plead); failure to pay, default¬ 
ing. [ME, f. OF defaute f. defaillir see foil. 
& cf. FAULT] 

default'2, v.i. & t. 1. Make, be guilty of, 
default; fail to appear in court; not meet 
money calls, break; hence ~er1 n., (also 
Mil.) soldier guilty of military offence 
(—er sheet, record of such offences, now 
conduct sheet). 2. Declare (party) in de¬ 
fault & give judgement against him. [ME, 
f. prec. & OF defaillir (3 sing, default) f. 
DE-, L fallere deceive] 

defeas'ance (-fez-), n. Rendering null & 
void. [ME, f. OF defesance f. de(s)faire 
undo, DEFEAT, -ANCE] 

defeasible (-fez-), a. Capable of annul¬ 
ment, liable to forfeiture. Hence ~bil'ity 

n. [AF, as prec., -ible] 

defeat', v.t., & n. Frustrate, frustration; 
(Law) annul(ment); (arch.) disappoint 
of; overthrow (v. & n.) in contest esp. in 
battle. [ME ; n. prob. f. vb, which isf. OF 
defait p.p. of desfaire f. med. L disfacere 
(de-, L facere do)] 

defeat'|ism, n. Conduct tending to bring 
about acceptance of defeat, esp. by 
action on civilian opinion. So ~IST n. & 
a. [f. F defailisine (as prec., -ism)] 

def'ec|ate, v.t. Clear of dregs, refine, 
purify, (lit. & fig.); get rid of (dregs, ex¬ 

defense 

crement, sin). Hence ~a'tion, ~atOR, 
nn. [f. L de(fecare f. faex -cis dregs), 
-ATE 3 ] 

defect', n., & v.i. Lack of something 
essential to completeness; shortcoming, 
failing, (has the ~s of his qualities, the 
particular ones that often accompany his 
particular virtues); blemish ; amount by 
which thing falls short; (v.i.) desert, [f. 
L defectus n. f. de(ficere fed- = facere do) 
desert, fail] 

defec'tion, n. Falling away from allegi¬ 
ance to leader, party, religion, or duty; 
desertion, apostasy, [f. L defectio (prec., 
-ION)] 

defective, a. & n. 1. Having defect(s), 
incomplete, faulty, wanting or deficient 
(in some respect); (Gram.) not having all 
the usual inflexions. 2. n. A ~ person. 
Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness (-vn-) n. 
[ME, f. OF dcfeclif or LL defectivus as 
prec., -ive] 

II defence', ‘defense', n. Defending from, 
resistance against, attack (cf. offence ; 
best — is offence, advantage goes with the 
initiative; in cricket, guarding of one’s 
wicket, also batting as opposed to bowl¬ 
ing ; science or art of —, boxing or fenc¬ 
ing); (Mil., pi.) fortifications (also line 
of —, series of fortified posts); ~ in depth, 
system of ~ comprising successive areas 
of resistance; thing that protects; justi¬ 
fication, vindication, speech or writing 
used to this end; (Law) accused party’s 
denial, pleading, & proceedings, counsel 
for the ~; || D— of the Realm Act (abbr. 
D.O.R.A., joc. Dor’a). Act of August, 
1914, providing Government with wide 
powers during war. Hence ~less (-si-) a., 
~lessLY2 adv., ~lessNESs n. [ME defens, 
defense, f. OF f. LL defensum, -a, p.p. see 
foil.] 

defend', v.t. & i. Forbid, avert, (arch.; 
still in God ~/); ward off attack from, 
keep safe, protect (against, from); up¬ 
hold by argument, vindicate, speak or 
write in favour of; (Law) make defence 
in court (~ oneself, conduct one’s own 
defence), (of counsel) appear for defen¬ 
dant, conduct defence of. [ME, f. OF 
defendre f. L de(fendere -fens- fend)] 

defen'dant, n. Person sued in law-suit 
(of. plaintiff); (attrib.) holding this 
relation (the — company). [ME, f. OF 
defendant part, (prec., -ant)] 

defen'der, n. One who defends; D— of the 
Faith, title of Eng. Sovereigns from 
Henry VIII, who received it from Pope 
for writing against Luther; (Sport) 
holder of championship etc. defending 
the title (opp. challenger). [ME & AF 
defendant, OF -eor (defend, -or)] 

defenestra'tion, n. Action of throwing 
out of a window, [de-, L fenestra win¬ 
dow, -ATION] 

defense. See defence. 

For compounds of de- not given consult de-. 
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defen'si[ble, a. Easily defended (in war 
or argument); justifiable. Hence ~bil'ity 
n., ~bLY2 adv. [ME -able, f. OF f. LL 
-abilis; later -ible f. LL -ibilis; see de¬ 
fend, -ABLE, -IBLE ] 

defensive, a. & n. 1. Serving, used, done, 
for defence, protective, not aggressive; 
hence ~ly2 (vl-) adv. 2. n. State or 
position of defence (esp. be, stand, act, on 
the ~). [ME, f. F difensif f. med. L 
defensivus (defend, -ive)] 

defdr' \ v.t. & i. (-rr-). Put off, postpone, 
(~red annuity ; ~red pay, part of soldier’s 
pay formerly held over to be paid at 
discharge or death; ~rcd share's); pro¬ 
crastinate, be dilatory. Hence ~ment n. 
[later, differentiated form of ME differre; 
see differ] 

defer'2, v.i. (-rr-). Submit or make con¬ 
cessions in opinion or action to (person). 
[f. F difirer f. L de(ferre bring)] 

def'erence, n. Compliance with advice 
etc. of one superior in wisdom or position 
(pay etc. ~ to); respect, manifestation of 
desire to comply, courteous regard, (in 
~ to, out of respect for authority of). So 
deferen'tiAL (-shl) a., deferen'tialLY2 
(-shal-) adv. [f. If deference (prec., -ence)] 

def'erent, a. (Physiol.) conveying to a 
destination (of ducts etc.); (rare for) 
deferential, [first sense (f. F or direct) f. 
L deferens part, of de (ferre carry); second 
f. DEFER2, -ENT] 

defi'ance, n. Challenge to fight or main¬ 
tain cause, assertion, etc.; open dis¬ 
obedience, setting at naught, (bid ~ to, 
set at ~, in ~ of). [ME, f. OF (DEFY, 
-ANCE)] 

defi'ant, a. Openly disobedient; rejecting 
advances, suspiciousandreserved. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. F difiant (defy, -ant) ] 

defi'ciency (-ishn-), n. Being deficient; 
want, lack; thing wanting; amount by 
which thing, esp. revenue, falls short; 
~ diseases (caused by lack of some essen¬ 
tial element in the diet), [f. LL deflcientia 
(deficere see defect, -ency)] 

defi'eient (-ishnt), a. Incomplete, defec¬ 
tive, wanting in specified quality; 
insufficient in quantity, force, etc.; half- 
-witted. Hence ~ly 2 adv. [f. L deficicns 
(dcficerc see defect, -ent)] 

def'icit, n. Amount by which esp. sum of 
money i3 too small; excess of liabilities 
over assets, [f. F deficit f. L deficit 3 sing, 
pres, of deficere seo defect] 

dii fid'e, pred. a. Required to be held as 
article of faith. [L ] 

defi'er, n. One who defies, [defy, -er1] 

defilade', v.t., & n. Secure (fortification) 
against enfilading fire; (n.) this pre¬ 
caution or arrangement (also defilement). 
[ Eng. formations after enfilade vb & n. ] 

defile'1, v.i., defile, n. 1. March by files, 
in file. 2. n. Narrow way through which 
troops can only march so, gorge, [f. F 
differ & diflU p.p. (de-, file file3) ] 

defile'2, v.t. Make dirty, befoul; pollute. 

deform 
corrupt; desecrate, profane; make cere¬ 
monially unclean. Hence ~ment (-lm-) n. 
(see defilade). [ME defoul f. OF de.foulcr 
trample down, outrage (de-, fouler full2) ; 

altered after obs. file, befile f. OE (be)fylan 
f. ful FOUL] 

defin|e', v.t. Settle limits of; make clear, 
esp. in outline (well-^ed image; ~e one’s 
position, state it precisely); set forth 
essence of, declare exact meaning of, (also 
abs., frame definitions); (of properties) 
make up total character of. Hence 
~'able a. [ME, f. OF definer f. Rom. 
*deftnare for L de(finire f. finis end)] 

definite, a. With exact limits; determi¬ 
nate, distinct, precise, not vague; (Gram.) 
~ inflexions, those of German and early 
E adjj. used after ~ articlo & similar 
wds; ~ article, the; past or preterite ~, 
simple past tense in French, as il vinl 
ho came. Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv. (also, in 
loose colloq. use, yes, certainly), ~ness 

(-tn-) n. [f. L definitus p.p. see prec.] 
definition, n. Stating the precise nature 
of a thing or meaning of a word; form of 
words in which this i3 done; making or 
being distinct, degree of distinctness, in 
outline (esp. of image given by lens or 
shown in photograph); degree of accuracy 
of sound reproduction in radio or of 
picture reproduction in television. [ME, 
f. OF (-cion) or L m;(finilio f. finire f. finis 
end, -ION)] 

definitive, a. Decisive, unconditional, 
final, (of answer, treaty, verdict, etc.). 
Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv. [ME, f. OF 
definitiff. L definitivus (prec., -ive)] 

de'flagr|ate, v.t. & i. Burn away with 
rapid flame. Hence ~a'tion, ~atort, nn. 
[f. L VE.(fiagrare blaze), -ate3] 

deflate', v.t. Let inflating ah’ etc. out of 
(pneumatic tire etc.); (Finance) reduce 
the inflation of (State’s currency), (abs.) 
adopt this policy. Hence defla'tiON n. 
[f. DE- +(IN)FLATE] 

defleclt', v.t. & i. Bend aside or (rarely) 
down, (make) deviate (from). Hence 
~'tOR n. [f. L de(fiectere flex- bend)] 

defle'xion (-kshn), -ec'tion, n. Lateral 
or downward bend, deviation, (lit. & fig.; 
in Electr. & Magn., of needle from its 
zero), [f. L deflex- (prec., -ion)] 

deftora'tion, n. Deflowering. [ME, f. 
OF f. LL deflorationem (foil., -ation)] 

deflow'er, v.t. Deprive of virginity, rav¬ 
ish ; ravage, spoil; strip of flowers. [ME, f. 
OF clesflorer f. Rom. *disflorare f. LL 
defiorarc (flos floris flower)] 

de'fluent (-lob-), a. & n. Down-flowing 
(part; e.g. lower end of glacier), [f. L 
TfEifluerc flow), -ENT] 

defo'rest, v.t. = disforest, [f. de- + 

forest] 

deform', v.t. Make ugly, deface; put out 
of stiape, mis-shape, (esp. in p.p. of 
person with mis-shapen body or limb). 
[ME, f. OF deformer f. L de(formare f. 
forma shape)] 
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defotma'tion, n. Disfigurement; change 
for the worse (esp. as opponent’s name for 
Reformation); perverted form of word 
(dang for damn etc.); (Physics) changed 
shape of. (ME, f. OF f. L deformationem 

(prec., -ation)] 
defdrm'ity, n. Being deformed, ugliness, 
disfigurement, (physical or moral); a 
malformation esp. of body or limb. [ME, 
f. OF (-te) f. L deformitatem f. PE(formis f. 
forma shape), -TY ] 

defraud', v.t. Cheat (person, person of, or 
abs.). [ME, f. OF defrauder or L de- 

fraudare (DE-, fraus FRAUD)] 

defray', v.t. Settle, discharge by pay¬ 
ment, (cost, expense). Hence ~able a., 
~AL(2) n. [f. F difrayer f. frai(t) (now pi. 
frais) cost, f. LL fritus, fretus, fredus f. 
OFrank. frithu peace; cf. affray] 

defrock', v.t. = unfrock. 

deft, a. Dextrous, skilful, handling things 
neatly. Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 
[ME; var. of daft] 

defunct', a. Dead (the ~, way of mention¬ 
ing a particular dead person), no longer 
existing, [f. L DK(functus p.p. of fungi 

perform) dead] 
defy', v.t. Challenge to combat or com¬ 
petition (arch, or joc.); challenge to do 
or prove something; resist openly, set at 
naught; (of things) present insuperable 
obstacles to (defies definition, capture, 

attack, etc.). [ME, f. OF defier f. Rom. 
*dis(fidare trust f. fidus faithful)] 

degage (see Ap.), a. (fern. -6e). Easy, 
unconstrained. [F] 

degauss' (-gows), v.t. Neutralize the 
magnetization of (ship etc.) with an en¬ 
circling current-carrying conductor (~irtg 

belt), esp. as precaution against magnetic 
mines, [de-, gauss] 

degen'erate1, a. & n. 1. Having lost 
qualities proper to race, sunk from former 
excellence; (Biol.) having reverted to 
lower type; hence degen'erACY n. 2. n. 
~ person or animal, [f. L p.p. see foil., 
-ATE2] 

degen'erate2, v.i. Become degenerate 
(see prec.). [f. L degenerare, f. de(gener f. 
genus -eris race) ignoble, -ate3] 

degenera'tion, n. Becoming degenerate; 
(Path.) morbid disintegration of tissue 
or change in its structure (esp. fatty ~ 
of heart), [f. F, or LL degeneratio (prec., 
-ION)] 

degluti'tion (-glob-), n. Swallowing, [f. F 
deglutition f. L de (glutire swallow), 
-ION] 

degrade', v.t. & i. Reduce to lower rank; 
depose as punishmont; lower in esti¬ 
mation, debase morally, whence de- 
grad'iNG2 a.; reduce (Biol.) to lower 
organic type, (Physics) to less convertible 
form (energy), (Geol.) to disintegration 
(rocks etc.); degenerate; || (Camb. Univ.) 
put oil entering for honours examination 

deictic 

for a year beyond regular time. So 
degradA'TiON n. [ME, f. OF degrader f. 
LL degradare (gradus step)] 

degree', n. 1. Step (as) of staircase (arch.; 
perh. so in 2 Kings xx. 9, & in Psalm- 
-title Song of D~s, Ps. 120-134); thing 
placed like step in series, tier, row; stage 
in ascending or descending scale or pro¬ 
cess (by ~s, gradually; fine by & 
beautifully less, see Prior, Henry & Emma, 
431, often misquoted small by etc.); step 
in direct genealogical descent (prohibited 

<—'S, number of these too low to allow of 
marriage, i.e. first, second, & third, 
reckoning from one party up to common 
ancestor & down to the other). 2. Social 
or official rank; relative condition (each 
good in its-'); stage in intensity or amount 
(to a high or the last ~, also colloq. in 
latter sense to a ~; in law’, principal in 
the first, second, ~). 3. Academic rank 
conferred as guarantee of proficiency, or 
(honorary ~) on distinguished person; 
masonic rank. 4. (Gram.) stage (positive, 

comparative, superlative) in comparison 
of adjj. & adw. 5. (Geom. etc.) unit of 
angular or circular-arc measurement, 
1/90 of right angle or 1/360 of circum¬ 
ference (symbol °, as 45°; ~ of latitude, 

about 69 miles); (Therm.) unit of tem¬ 
perature in any scale. 6. "Third'-', severe 
and protracted examination of accused 
person by the police to extract informa¬ 
tion or confession (also attrib.). Hence 
~less a. [ME, f. OF degre f. Rom. *de- 
(gradus step)] 

degression (-shn), n. A going down; 
(esp. decrease in the rate of taxation on 
sums below a certain limit, [in mod. use 
after pro-, regression] 

de haut en has (see Ap.), adv. In a con¬ 
descending or superior manner. [F ] 

dehisjce' (-Is), v.i. Gape, burst open, (esp. 
in Bot. of seed-vessels, & in Physiol.). 
So ~'cence n., ~'cent a. [f. L DE(hiscere 
incept, of hiare gape)] 

dehort'ative, a. & n. Dissuasive; thing 
meant to dissuade, [f. LL jm(hortativus f. 
hortari exhort, -ive)] 

dehum'anize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. Divest of 
human characteristics, [de-] 

dehyd'rate, v.t. (chem.). Deprive (sub¬ 
stance) of water or its elements, [f. de- + 
HYDRATE ] 

dehyp'notize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Rouse, 
release, from hypnotic state, [de-] 

de-i'cer, n. Composition applied to air¬ 
craft’s wings to prevent formation of ice, 
or any mechanical or electrical device for 
the same purpose. So de-ice' v.t., free 
(aircraft) from ice. [de- ] 

de'icide, n. Killer, killing, of a God. [f. 
LL deicida (deus god, -I-, -cide)] 

deic'tic(dik-), a. (philol., gram.). Pointing, 
demonstrative, [f. Gk deiktikos (deiktos 
f. deiknumi show, -ic)] 

For compounds of de- not given consult de-. 
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dc if dim, a. Godlike in form or nature. 
[_f._med. L deiformis (deus god, -I-, -form)] 

de'ify, v.t. Make a god of; make godlike; 
regard as a god, worship. Hence dei- 
hca'tion n. [ME, f. OF deifier f. LL 
deificare (deus god, -fy)] 

deign (dan), v.t. Think fit, condescend, 
to do; condescend to give (answer etc.). 
[ME, f. OF degnier f. L dignare, -ari deem 
worthy ] 

de'i grS'tia (-sill-), adv. By God’s grace. 
[L] 

de fn'tegro, adv. Afresh. [L] 
de'ism, de'ist, nn. Belief, believer, in 
the existence of a god without accepting 
revelation; (adherent of) natural religion. 
Hence deis'tic(Ai) aa. [f. F ddisme, 
diiste, f. L deus god +-ism(3), -ist(2)[ 

de'ity, n. Divine status, quality, or 
nature; a god; the D~, the Creator, God. 
[ME, f. OF deite f. LL deitalem (deus god, 
-ty)1 

deject', v.t. Dispirit, depress (usu. in 
p.p.). Hence ~edLY2 adv. [ME, f. L 
de(jieere -ject- = jacere throw)] 

dejec'ta, n. pi. Person’s or animal’s 
excrements. [L, neut. pi. p.p. as prec.] 

dejec'tion, n. Downcast state, low 
spirits; (Med.) evacuation of bowels, 
excrement. [ME, f. OF, or L dejectio 
(prec., ion)] 

dejeuner (dS'zhona), n. Breakfast; lunch, 
esp. of ceremonial kind. [F ] 

de jure (joor'I), a. & adv. Rightful, by 
right, (king etc. ~; the ~ king; cf. de 
FACTO). [L ] 

dekk'o, n. (si.). A look (let's have a ~). 
[Hind, dekho imp. of dekhnd look] 

delaine', n. Light dress-fabric, [f. F 
(mousseline) de laine woollen (muslin)] 

delate', v.t. Inform against, impeach, 
(person); report (offence). So dela'tiON, 
delat'oR, nn. [f. L de{lal- p.p. st. of 
ferre carry) ] 

delay', v.t. & i., & n. Postpone(ment), 
defer(ring), put(ting) off, loiter(ing), 
be(ing) tardy, wait; hinder, hindrance. 
[ME ; (n. f. OF delai) f. OF dclaier f. laier 
leave ] 

d&l ered'erS (-ad-), a., adv., & n. (com- 
mere.). Under, charge made for, selling 
agent’s guarantee that buyer is solvent. 
[It.] 

del'd, printing direction (abbr. d). Delete 
indicated letter, word, or passage (written 
in margin). [L, imperat. of delere delete ] 

delec'table, a. Delightful, pleasant. 
[ME, f. OF f. L delectabilis f. deleciare 
DELIGHT 1 

delecta'tion, n. Enjoyment (usu. for 
one’s ~). [ME f. OF (prec., -ation)] 

delec'tus, n. School reading-book of 

selected passages. [L, n. f. DE(ligere lect- 
= legere choose)] 

delegacy, n. System of delegating; 
appointment as delegate; body of dele¬ 
gates. [foil., -ACY] 

delegate1, n. Deputy, commissioner; 

delicate 
elected representative sent to conference. 
[ME, f. OF delegal f. L delegatus (foil., 
-ATE2)] 

del'egate2, v.t. Depute (person), send as 
representative; commit (authority etc.) 
to or to agent; ~d legislation, delegation 
to Ministers, by Acts of Parliament, of 
the power to make orders & regulations 
which have the force of law. [f. L de- 
(legare depute), -ate3] 

delegation, n. Entrusting of authority 
to deputy; body of delegates (‘Congress 
representatives of a single State; Austro- 
-Hungary, the D~s (hist.), two bodies 
appointed by Austrian & Hungarian 
Parliaments to deal jointly with imperial 
questions), [f. L de(legatio legation)] 

delete', v.t. Striko out, obliterate, (letter, 
word, passage; also fig.). So dele'tioN 
n. [f._L delere -let-] 

delet'erious, a. Noxious physically or 
morally, injurious. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. 
Gk deletcrios f. deleter destroyer (deleomai 
injure) + -ous] 

delf(t), n. Glazed earthenware made at 
Delft (earlier Delf) in Holland, [place] 

delib'erate', a. Intentional; considered, 
not impulsive; slow in deciding, cautious; 
leisurely, not hurried, (of movement etc.). 
Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv., ~ness (-tn-) n. 
[f. L deliberatus (foil., -ate2)] 

delib'erate2, v.i. & t. Consider, think 
carefully, (intr., or with indirect ques¬ 
tion how it might be done, what to do); 
take counsel, consult, hold debate, [f. 
L de(liberare — librare weigh f. libra 
balance), -ate3] 

deliberation, n. Weighing in mind, 
careful consideration; discussion of 
reasons for & against, debate; care, avoid¬ 
ance of precipitancy; slowness of move¬ 
ment. [ME, f. OF deliberation f. L delibera- 
tionem (prec., -ation)] 

deliberative, a. Of, appointed for 
purpose of, deliberation or debate (usu. 
~ assembly or functions). Hence ~ly2 

(-vl-) adv. [F (-if, -ive) or f. L delibera- 
tivus (deliberate2, -ive)] 

del'icacy, n. Fineness of texture, graceful 
slightness, tender beauty; weakliness, 
susceptibility to disease or injury, need 
of care, discretion, or skill; nicety of 
perception, sensitiveness, (of persons, 
senses, or instruments); consideration 
for others’ feelings; shrinking from, 
avoidance of, the immodest or offensive; 
choice kind of food, dainty; a nicety. 
[ME; foil., -acy] 

del'icate, a. Delightful (poet.); palatable, 
dainty, (of food); sheltered, luxurious, 
effeminate, (~ living, nurture, upbring¬ 
ing) ; fine of texture, soft, slender, slight; 
of exquisite quality or workmanship; 
subdued (of colour); subtle, hard to 
appreciate; easily injured, liable to 
illness; requiring nice handling, critical, 
ticklish; subtly sensitive (of persons or 
instruments); deft (a ~ touch); avoiding 
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the offensive or immodest; considerate 
(esp. of actions). Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv. 
[ME, f. OF delicat or L delicatus] 

♦delicatess'en, n. pi. (Shop selling) 
delicacies or relishes for the table. [G 
delikatessen f. F d&licalcsse] 

deli'cious (-slms), a. Highly delightful, 
esp. to taste, smell, or the sense of 
humour. Hence ~t,y2 adv., ~ness n. 
[ME, f. OF f. LL delidosus f. L deliciae 
delight f. im(licere = laccre allure), -OUS) 

delict', n. Violation of law, offence, (in 
flagrant ~, = in flagrante delicto), [f. 

L delictum neut. p.p. of de(linquere leave) 
come short] 

delight' (-it), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Please 
highly (shall be ~ed to, in accepting invi¬ 
tation; was ~e<Z with or at the result); 
take, find, great pleasure in (so in p.p., 
the books ~«1 in by the many), be inclined 
and accustomed to do. 2. n. High 
pleasure, thing that causes it; hence ~ful 
a., ~1u1ly2 adv., ~sojie a. (literary), 
(-it-). [ME deliten f. OF delitier f. L 
delectare see delectable; sp. -gh- since 
ICth c., after light &c.] 

Delil'ah (-la), Da-, n. Temptress, false & 
wily woman. [Judges xvi] 

delim'it(ate), w.t. Determine limits or 
territorial boundary of. So delimit- 
a'tion n. [-ii thr. F dilimiter, -itate direct, 
f. L de(limitare f. limes -ilis boundary), 
-ate3] 

delin'e]ate, v.t. Show by drawing or 
description, portray. So~a'tion, ~atoR, 
nn. [f. L de(lineare f. linea line), -ate3] 

delinSSv'tt, -v 'tint, L vb sing. & pi. 
(usu. abbr. del.). So-&-so drew this. [f. 
L as prec. ] 

delln'quency, n. Neglect of duty; guilt; 
a sin of omission; misdeed, [f. LL delin- 
quentia f. delinquens part, (delict, -ency)] 

delin'quent, a. & n. 1. Defaulting, guilty. 
2. n. Offender, [f. L delinquens (proc. 
-ENT) ] 

deiiques|ce', v.i. Become liquid, melt, 
(fig.) melt away; (Chem.) absorb enough 
water from the air to dissolve itself. 
So ~'cent a., ~'cence n. [f. L -DE(liques- 
cerc incept, of liquere be liquid)] 

deli'rious, a. Affected with delirium, 
temporarily or apparently mad, raving; 
wildly excited, ecstatic; betraying deli¬ 
rium or ecstasy. lienee ~ly2 adv. [as 
foil. + -OTTS] 

deli'rium, n. Disordered state of mind 
with incoherent speech, hallucinations, 
& frenzied excitement; great excitement, 
ecstasy; ~ trim'ins (abbr. d.t.), special 
form of ~ with terrifying delusions to 
which heavy drinkers are liable. [L, f. 
delirare (lira furrow)] 

delltes'cent, a., delites'cence, n. Latent 
(state), [f. L mz(litescerc incept, of -litere 
= latere lie hid), -ent, -ence] 

dellv'er, v.t. Rescue, save, set free from; 

disburden (woman in parturition) of child 
(usu. pass.; also fig. was ~ed of a sonnet); 
unburden oneself (of esp. a long-sup- 
pressed opinion etc.) in discourse; (of 
judge) pronounce (judgement); give 
up or over, abandon, resign, hand on to 
another; distribute (letters, parcels, 
ordered goods) to addressee or purchaser 
(~ the goods, fig., carry out one’s part of 
agreement); present, render, (account); 
(Law) hand over formally (esp. sealed 
deed to grantee, so seal & ~); launch, 
aim, (blow, ball, attack; ~ battle, accept 
opportunity of engaging); recite (well- 
- ~ed sermon). Hence~able a. [ME, f. OF 
delivrer f. LL deliberare (de-, L liberare f. 
liber free)] 

deliv'erance, n. Rescue; emphatically or 
formally delivered opinion, (in jurors’ 
oath) verdict. [ME, f. OF delivrance 
(prec., -ance)] 

deliv'erer, n. In vbl senses; esp., saviour, 
rescuer. [ME, f. deliver + -er1 ] 

deliv'ery, n. Childbirth; surrender of; 
delivering of letters etc., a periodical 
performance of this (the first, the two- 
-o’clock, ~); (Law) formal handing over 
of property, transfer of deed (formerly 
essential for validity) to grantee or third 
party; sending forth of missile, esp. of 
cricket-ball in bowling, action shown in 
doing this (a good, high, ~); uttering of 
speech etc. (its ~ took two hours), manner 
of doing this (a telling ~). [ME, f. AF 
delivree fern. part, used as n. of delivrer 
DELIVER, -Y4] 

dell, n. Small hollow or valley usu. with 
tree-clad sides. [ME delle, MLG, MDu. 
dclle, MHG telle f. WG *daljd (as in Goth. 
ibdalja slope); cf. dale] 

Dell'a Crus'can, a. & n. (Member) of the 
Florentine Academy della Crusca, a 
society for purifying the Italian language, 
which issued an authoritative dictionary; 
following artificial literary methods; 
member of a late 18th-c. artificial English 
school of poetry, [f. It. (Accademia) della 
Crusca (Academy) of the bran (i.e. 
sifting) -f-AN] 

delouse', v.t. Rid of lice, & fig. of booby- 
-traps, mines, etc. [de-] 

Del'phian, Del'phic, aa. (As) of the 
oracle of Delphi; obscure, ambiguous. 
[-ic f. L f. Gk Delphikos, -ian i. L f. Gk 
Dclnhoi + -ian ] 

Del'phin, a. The ~ classics or text, in an 
edition prepared for the Dauphin, son of 
Louis XIV. [L f. Gk, = dolphin; see 
DAUPHIN ] 

del'phinine, n. (chem.). A poisonous 
alkaloid used medically, [f. bot. L f. 
Gk delphinion (dim. of delphin dolphin) 
larkspur +-INE5 ] 

delphin'ium, n. (Kinds of) ranuncula- 
ceous plant, including the larkspur, [as 
prec.] 

For compounds of de- not given consult de-. 
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del'phinoid, n. & a. (Member) of the 
family including- dolphins, porpoises, 
grampuses, etc. [f. Gk delphin dolphin, 
-OID] 

del'ta, n. Letter D (A, 8) of Greek alpha¬ 
bet ; triangular alluvial tract at mouth 
of river enclosed or traversed by its 
diverging branches, esp. that of Nile, 
whence delta'ic a.; ~ metal, alloy of 
copper, zinc, and ferro-manganese; ~ 
rays, rays of low penetrative power 
emitted by radium, polonium, uranium, 
etc., consisting of low-velocity electrons 
knocked from an atom during a collision 
with some other particles; ~ wing, trian¬ 
gular swept-back wing of aircraft [Gk] 

del'toid, a. & n. Triangular; ~ muscle or 
~, muscle of shoulder lifting upper arm; 
like a river delta, [f. F deltoide, mod. L 
deltoides (prec., -oid)] 

delude' (-odd, -ud), v.t. Impose upon, 
deceive. [ME, f. L DE(ludere lus- play)] 

del'uge, n., & v.t. 1. Great flood, inunda¬ 
tion, (the D~, Noah’s flood); heavy fall 
of rain; flood of words etc. 2. vb. Flood, 
inundate, (lit. & fig.). [ME, f. OF f. L 
L diluvium (diluere dilute)] 

delu'sion (-obzhn, -u-), n. Imposing or 
being imposed upon; false impression or 
opinion, esp. as symptom or form of mad¬ 
ness, whence ~at, a. [ME, f. LL delusio 
(DELUDE, -ION)] 

delus'ive (-do-, -u-), a. Deceptive, dis¬ 
appointing, unreal. Hence ~LY2 adv., 
~NESSn. [DELUDE, -IVE] 

de luxe (looks), a. & adv. Luxurious(ly), 
sumptuous(ly); of superior kind. [F] 

delve, v.t. & i., & n., (arch., poet., & dial.). 
1. Dig; make research in documents 
etc.; (of road etc.) make sudden dip. 2. n. 
Cavity; depression of surface, wrinkle. 
[OE delfan, OS -delban, OHG -telban f. 
WG *delbh-] 

demag'nellz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Deprive of 
magnetic quality. Hence ~a'tion n. [DE-] 

dem'agogue (-g), n. Popular leader; 
political agitator appealing to cupidity 
or prejudice of the masses, factious 
orator. Hence or cogn. demagog'io 
(-gik) a., ~ism(2), ~y1 nn., (-g-). [f. Gk 
demagogos (demos, agogos leading)] 

demand'1 (-ah-), n. Request made as of 
right or peremptorily, thing so asked, 
(payable on ~, as soon as the ~ is made); 
call of would-be purchasers for commodity 
(laws of supply and ~ in Pol. Econ.; in ~, 
sought after); urgent claim (many ~s 
on my time). [ME, f. OF demande f. 
demander see foil. ] 

demand'2 (-ah-), v.t. Ask for (thing) as 
a right or peremptorily or urgently (of or 
from person; obj. a noun, infin., or that- 
-clause); require, need (piety ~s it", task 

skill); ask to be, insist on being, told 
(~ one’s business, what he wants). Hence 
or cogn. ~able a., ~ant(1) n. [ME, f. 
AF, OF demander f. L de(mandare order 
Cf. MANDATE)] 

demdtca'tion, n. Marking of boundary, 
esp. line of~. Hence (by back formation) 
de'm£fbcate v.t. [Sp. (-cion), f. demarcar 
mark bounds of (de-, mark)] 

demarche (dem;irsh'), n. (In E diplo¬ 
matic journalese) political step or pro¬ 
ceeding. [F] 

demater'ialize, -ise (-iz), v.t. & i. Make, 
become, non-material, spiritual, [de-] 

deme, n. (Gk hist.) township of ancient 
Attica, [f. Gk demos] 

demean'1, v. refl. ~ oneself, behave, 
conduct oneself, (always w. adv. or adv. 
phr.). [ME, f. OF demener f. de- +mener 
lead f. post-class. L minare drive cattle 
f. minari threaten] 

demean'2, v.t. (usu. refl.). Lower in 
dignity, [de-, mean3] 

demean'our (-ner), n. Bearing, outward 
behaviour, [f. demean1; earlier -ure, -er ] 

dement', v.t. Drive mad, craze, (usu. in 
p.p.). Hence d^men'tedLY2 adv. [f. LL 
dementare f. DEinens out of one’s mind 
(mens mentis) ] 

dementi (see Ap.), n. Official denial of 
rumour etc. [Fj 

demen'tia (or -sha), n. (med.). Species 
of insanity consisting in feebleness of 
mind. _[L (demens see dement)] 

demerar'a (or -ah'ra), n. Kind of brown 
raw cane sugar in large crystals from 
Demerara. [place] 

deme'rit, n. Ill desert; fault, defect. 
Hence ~<5r'ious [-ORY, -ous] a. [OF 
de(s)merite or f. L demeritum neut. p.p. of 
nnmereri deserve; orig. sense desert (good 
or bad, like m.erit); the two have now been 
fixed to opposite senses] 

demesne' (-en or -an), n. 1. (Law) posses¬ 
sion (of real property) as one’s own (esp. 
hold in ~); an estate held in ~, all of an 
owner’s land not held of him by freehold 
tenants, or all that he actually occupies 
himself; Royal ~, Crown lands; Slate ~, 
land held by State. 2. Sovereign’s or 
State’s territory, domain; landed pro¬ 
perty, estate; region, sphere, of. [ME, f. 
AF, OF demeine (later AF demesne perh. 
by assoc, w. mesne or mansio) f. L 
dominions; see domain] 

dem'i-, pref. usu. written with the 
hyphen, still used as living pref. to form 
temporary words, but largely superseded 
by semi-. Half-size, half, imperfect, 
partial(ly), semi-; ~-Msse (F), small cup 
(of black coffee). [F, f. L dimidius, -urn] 

dem'igod, n. Partly divine being, son of 
god and mortal, or deified man. [prec.] 

dem'ijohn (-jOn), n. Bulging narrow- 
-necked bottle of 3-10 gal., usu. cased in 
wicker & with wicker handles, [corrupt, 
of F dame-jeanne Dame Jane: found in 
many langg., but earliest in F, prob. as 
playful personification ] 

demilitarize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Take away 
the military organization from (frontier, 
zone, etc.), [de-] 

dem'ilune (-obn), n. (fortif.). Outwork 
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protecting bastion or curtain. [F, = half 
moon] 

d&m'l-mSnd\e, n. Class of women on out¬ 
skirts of society, of doubtful reputation 
& standing. Hence ~aine' n., woman 
of the ~e. [F, = half world] 

dem'i-rep, n. Woman of suspected chas¬ 
tity. [abbr. for demi-reputable] 

demise' (-z), v.t., & n. Convey, grant, 
(estate) by will or lease (n., this process); 
transmit (title etc.) by death or abdica¬ 
tion (n., this event, esp. ~ of the Crown; 
transf., death). Hence demis'ABLE (-z-) 
a. [vb f. n., AF use of p.p. of OF des- 
mettre dismiss, in refl. abdicate] 

dem'isemiquav'er, n. (mus.). Note, 
with three-hooked symbol, equal to half 
a semiquaver, [demi- ] 

demi'ssion (-shn), n. Resigning, abdica¬ 
tion, of. [f. F dimission i. L m(missionem 
f. mittere miss- send, -ion)] 

demit', v.t. & i. (-tt-). Resign (office, or 
abs.). [f. F dimettre f. L BEfjnittere send) ] 

dSm'iurge, n. Creator of world (in 
Platonic philosophy; also of Christian 
God, & of supposed subordinate agents 
in creation). Hence demiur'gio a. [f. 
LL f. Gk demiourgos craftsman (demios f. 
demos, -ergos working)] 

demob', v.t. (-bb-). Demobilize (esp. in 
p.p. of individuals released by demobi¬ 
lization). [abbr. ] 

dem5b'iliz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Release 
from mobilized state, disband, (troops, 
ships). Hence ~a'tion n. [de-] 

democ'racy, n. (State practising) govern¬ 
ment by the people, direct or representa¬ 
tive; the politically unprivileged class. 
[f. F (Umocratie f. LL f. Gk demokratia 
(DEMOS, -CRACY)] 

dem'ocrat, n. Advocate of democracy; 
*(D~) member of Democratic party. 
Hence democ'ratiSM(3) n. [f. F dimo- 
crale (prec.)] 

democrat'ic, a. Of, like, practising, ad¬ 
vocating, democracy; party, opposed 
to republican & supporting State, local, 
& individual liberty against federal 
powers. So democrat'iCALLY adv., 
demdc'ratizE(3) v.t. & i., democra- 
tizA'TiON n. [f. F dimocratique (as 
prec.)] 

Democ'rite'an, a. Of Democritus, his 
humour, or his theory of atoms, [f. L f. 
Gk Demokriteios of Democritus (Gk philo¬ 
sopher of 5th c. B.c. called the laughing 
philosopher, & an atomistic physicist) 
+ -AN] 

demode (damod'a), a. Out of fashion. 
[F] 

Demogdrg'on, n. A mysterious & ter¬ 
rible infernal deity. [LL; perh. assim. of 
some Oriental name to Gk demos, gorgos 
grim] 

demog'raphy, n. Vital statistics, illus¬ 
trating condition of communities. Hence 

demonstration 

demoo'RAPHER n., demoGRAra'io a. 
[DEMOS, -GRAPHY] 

demoiselle (dSm'wazCl'), n. The Numi- 
dian crane. [F, = damsel] 

demol'ish, v.t. Pull or throw down 
(building), destroy; overthrow (institu¬ 
tion, theory); eat up. So demoli'TioN n. 
[f. F dimolir (-ish2) f. L de(moliri con¬ 
struct /. moles mass) ] 

dem'on, dae-, n. (Gk myth.; often dae-) 
supernatural being, inferior deity, spirit, 
ghost, in-dwelling or attendant spirit, 
genius; evil spirit (as in demoniacs); 
heathen deity; devil; malignant super¬ 
natural being; cruel, malignant, de¬ 
structive, or fierce person (~ bowler, 
very fast; is a ~ for work, works strenu¬ 
ously); personified vice or passion. 
Hence demono- comb, form, demon- 
Ol'atry, demonoL'OGY, mi. [f. L f. Gk 
daimdn deity, w. sense also of L f. Gk 
daimonion divine (power etc.) neut. adj.] 

demon'etize, -ise (-iz; or -mu-), v.t. 
Deprive (metal etc.) of its status as 
money, [f. F dimonitiser (de-, L moneta 
MONEY, -IZE) ] 

demon'iac, a. & n. (Person) possessed 
by an evil spirit; of such possession; 
devilish; fiercely energetic, frenzied. 
[ME, f. LL daemoniacns (Gk daimonion 
see DEMON, -AC)] 

demoni'acal, a. = prec. adj. (esp. in 

phr. ~ possession, & in sense devilish). 
[prec. + -al] 

demon'ic, dae-, a. = prec.; inspired, of 
supernatural genius or impulses, [f. LL 
f. Gk daimonikos (demon, -ic) ] 

dem'onism, n. Belief in the power of 
demons. [-ism(3)] 

dem'onize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Make into or 
like, represent as, a demon, [f. med. L 
daemonizare (demon, -ize)] 

demon'stra|ble (or dCm'on-), a. Capable 
of being shown or logically proved. 
Hence ~bll'ity n., ~bLY2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF or L demonstraibilis (foil., -able)] 

dem'onstrate, v.t. & i. Show (feelings 
etc.); describe & explain by help of 
specimens or experiments, teach as a 
demonstrator; logically prove the truth 
of; be a proof of the existence of; make 
a military demonstration; take part in 
a demonstration by public meeting, 
whence demon'strANT(l) n. [f. L de- 

(monstrare show, see monster), -ate3] 

demonstra'tion, n. Outward exhibition 
of feeling etc.; logical proving, clear 
proof, (to ~, conclusively); thing serving 
as proof; exhibition & explanation of 
specimens or experiments as way of 
teaching; show of military force to 
intimidate, to mask other operations, 
or in peace to show readiness for war; 
exhibition of opinion on political or other 
question, esp. public meeting or pro¬ 
cession, whence ~ist(1) (-sho-) n. Hence 

For compounds of de- not given consult de-. 
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~al (-sho-) a. [ME, f. OF, or L demon- 
stratio (prec., -ion)] 

demonstrative, a. & n. Serving to point 
out or exhibit (esp. in Gram., ~ pronoun 
or adjective, or ~ as noun, this etc.); 
giving proof of-, logically conclusive; 
concerned with proof; given to or marked 
by open expression of feelings (~ person, 
behaviour, affection, etc.). Hence ~ly2 

(-vl-) adv., ~ness (-vn-) n. [f. F dimon- 
stratif or L demonstrativus (as prec., -ive)] 

dem'onstrator, n. One who demon¬ 
strates; teacher by demonstration, assis¬ 
tant to professor doing practical work 
with students; partaker in demonstration 
by public meeting. [L (demonstrate, 

-or)] 

demo'raliz[e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Corrupt 
morals of, deprave; destroy the discipline, 
cohesion, courage, or endurance of (esp. 
troops; see morale). Hence ~a'tion n. 
[f. F dAmoraliser (de-, moral, -ize)] 

de mSrt'ufs nil nis'i bon'um, sent. No¬ 
thing but good should be spoken of the 
dead. [L] 

Dem'os, n. Personification of the popu¬ 
lace or democracy. [Gk, = people] 

Demosthen'ic, a. Like Demosthenes or 
his oratory; eloquent, patriotic, denun¬ 
ciatory, (of speech). [f. Gk Demosthenikos 
of Demosthenes (Attic orator 4th c. B.c.)] 

•demote', v.t. Reduce to lower rank or 
class. Hence demd'tiON n. [f. de- 
+(pro)mote] 

demdt'ic, a. Popular, vulgar; (Archaeol.) 
in the popular form (opp. hieratic) of 
ancient Egyptian writing. [f. Gk 
demotikos (demotes one of the demos + -ic) ] 

demul'cent, a. & n. Soothing (medicine). 
[f. L de(mvlcere soothe), -ent] 

demur', v.i. (-rr-), & n. 1. Make diffi¬ 
culties, raise scruples or objections to or 
at; (Law) put in a demurrer, whence 
demu'rrANT(l) n. 2. n. Objecting, ob¬ 
jection, (us.u. without, no, ~). ,[f. OF 
demorer f. Rom. *DS(morare f. L -i delay] 

demure', a. Sober, grave, composed; 
ironically reserved; affectedly coy, 
prudish. Hence ~ly2 (-rl-) adv., ~ness 

(-rn-) n. [ME; perh. f. AF demure f. OF 
demorer (prec.), w. sense-development as 
staid; infl. by obs. mure in same sense f. 
OF meur f. L maturus ripe] 

demu'rrable, a. That may be demurred 
to, open to objection, (esp. legal), [demur, 

-able] 

demu'rrage, n. Rate or amount payable 
to shipowner by charterer for failure 
to load or discharge ship within time 
allowed, similar charge on railway trucks; 
detention, dolay; charge (ljd. per oz) of 
Bank of Engl, deducted in giving notes 
or gold for bullion, [f. demur + -age ] 

demu'rrer, n. Legal objection to rele- 
vanco of opponent’s point even if granted, 
which stays action till relevance is 
settled; exception taken, [f. AF demurrer 
infln. = demur; -er4] 

demy', n. (pi. -ies. pr. -iz). Size of paper 
(printing, 171 x 22J; writing, 15i x 20); 
II scholar of Magd. Coll.. Oxford (orig. w. 
half fellow’s allowance), whence ~ship n. 
[var. of Demi-] 

den, n. Wild beast’s lair; lurking-place of 
thieves etc.; small room unfit to live in; 
room in which person secludes himself 
to work etc. [OE denn, MLG denne, 
OHG tenni, f. WG *dannja, -jo; cogn. w. 
DEAN2] 

denar'tus, n. (pi. -ii). Ancient-Roman 
silver coin (orig. about 8d.), whence 
Engl. d. for penny, [f. deni ten each, 
-ary1; denarius (numus) = (coin) of ten 
(asses) ] 

den'ary, a. Of ten, decimal, [f. L (prec.) 
dena'tionaliz|e, -is|e (-iz; -sho-), v.t. 

Deprive (nation) of its status or charac¬ 
teristics, (person) of membership or 
characteristics of his nation, (institution) 
of its position as national property. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [f. F d&nalioncdiser 
(DE-, national, -ize)] 

dena'turaliz|e, -is|e (-iz; -cker-), v.t. 
Change nature of, make unnatural; (usu. 
reff.) divest of citizenship or membership 
of State. Hence ~a'tion n. [de-, natural, 
-ize(3) ; also de- -[-naturalize] 

dena'ture, v. t. Change nature or essential 
qualities of (esp. tea or alcohol by 
adulteration). So dena'turant (-ch(ib-) 
n., substance used in denaturing, [f. F 
d&naturer (DE-, nature)] 

dena'zi|fy (-ahts-), v.t. Rid of Nazism 
& its influence. Henco ~fica'tion n. 
[DE- ] 

den'drite, n. (Stone or mineral with) 
natural tree-like or moss-like marking. 
Hence dendrit'ic a. [F, f. Gk dendrites 
adj. (dendron tree), -ite1] 

dendr(o)-, -i-, comb, forms, f. Gk dendron 
tree. Hence den'driFORM, den'droiD, 
aa., dendroL'OGY, dendrdL'oGiST, nn., 
den'dropmL(E), den'dropiiOBE, aa. & nn. 

|| denel, n. Bare sandy tract, low sandhill, 
by sea. [perh. related to LG, Fris. dune, 
Du. duin, F dune] 

dene2. See dean2. 
denega'tion, n. (arch.). Denial. [F 
(d6n6-), f. LL mfncgalionem f. negare 
deny, -ation)] 

dene-hole, dane-, n. (archaeol.). Arti¬ 
ficial cave in chalk entered by vertical 
shaft often 60 ft deep. [orig. uncert.; 
perh. f. Dane] 

deng'ue (-ngga), n. Infectious eruptive 
fever causing acute pains in joints, [prob. 
f. Swahili name, w. assim. to Sp. dengue 
prudery, w. ref. to stiffness of patient’s 
neck & shoulders! 

deni'able, a. That one can deny, [-able] 
deni'al, n. Refusal of request; = self- 

-~; statement that thing is not true (meet 
charge with flat ~) or existent, contra¬ 
diction; disavowal of person as one’s 
leader etc. [deny, -al(2)] 

deni'er1, n. One who denies, [deny,-er1] 
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denier'2 (-ner), n. 1. (arch, or obs.). Very 
email sum or coin. 2. (commerc.; also 
dCn'yer, d6n'ia). Unit of weight by 
which silk & rayon yam is weighed & its 
fineness estimated. [OF, 1/12 of sou, f. 
DENARIUS] 

den'igr|ate, y.t. Blacken; defame, 
whence or cogn. ~atOR, ~a'tion, nn. [f. 
L mfnigrare f. niger black) ] 

den'im, n. Twilled cotton fabric used for 
overalls etc. [for serge deNim (Nimes in 
France)] 

denit'rate, denit'rify, w.t. Free of 
nitric or nitrous acid or nitrates, [de-] 

den'izen, n., & v.t. 1. Inhabitant, 
occupant, (of place); foreigner admitted 
to residence & certain rights; naturalized 
foreign word, animal, or plant; hence 
~smp n. 2. v.t. Admit as ~ (usu. pass.). 
[ME, f. AF deinzein (deinz — F dans f. B 
de-, intus within, -aneus see -aneous)] 

denominate, v.t. Give name to, call or 
describe as so-&-so (w. obj. & compl.). 
[f. L de(nominare nominate)] 

denomina'tion, n. Name, designation, 
esp. characteristic or class name; class 
of units in numbers, weights, money, etc. 
(reduce to the same ~; money of small ~s); 
class, kind, with specific name; religious 
sect, whence ~al (-sho-) a,. (~<xZ education, 
according to principles of a Church or 
sect, whence ~alizE(3) (-sho-) v.t.). [ME, 
f. OF, or L denominatio (prec., -ation)] 

denominative, a. Serving as, giving, a 
name. [f. F-if, or L dcnominalivus (as 
prec., -ative)] 

denominator, n. Number below lino in 
vulgar fraction, divisor; common ~, (least) 
common multiple of the ~s of a number 
of fractions, also fig. [f. F -leur, or LL 
denominator (as prec., -or] 

denota'tion, n. Denoting; expression by 
marks or symbols; sign, indication; 
designation; meaning of a term; (Log.) 
aggregate of objects that may be included 
under a word (cf. connotation), extension. 
[f. F, or L denotatio (denote, -ation)] 

denot'ative, a. Indicative of; (Log.) 
merely designating, implying no attri¬ 
butes, (cf. connotative). Hence ~ly2 
(-vl-) adv. [denote, -ative] 

denote', v.t. Mark out, distinguish, bo the 
sign of; indicate, give to understand, 
(esp. that-clause); stand as name for; 
(Log.) be a name for, be predicated of, 
(the word white ~s all white things, as 
snow, paper, foam). Hence ~ment (-tm-) 
n. [f. F cUnoler or L de(notare mark f. 
noia note1)] 

denouement (see Ap.), n. Unravelling of 
plot or complications, catastrophe, final 
solution, in play, novel, etc. [F (dinouer 
unknot, f. de-, L nodare f. nodus knot, 
-KENT)] 

denounce', v.t. Prophesy (woe, ven¬ 
geance) ; inform against; openly inveigh 

denunciation 

against; give notice of termination of 
(armistice, treaty). Hence ~kent (-sm-) 
n. [ME, f. OF denoncier f. L de(nuntiare 
f. nuntius messenger)] 

de nouveau (de noovo'), adv. Afresh, 
starting again. [F] 

de nov'o, adv. = prec. [L ] 
dense, a. Closely compacted in substance; 
crowded together; crass, stupid. Hence 
~'ly2 (-si-) adv., ~'ness (-sn-) n. [f. F, or 
L densus] 

den'sity, n. Closeness of substance; 
(Physics) degree of consistence measured 
by ratio of mass to volume or by quantity 
of matter in unit of bulk; crowded state; 
stupidity, [f. F densite or L densitas 
(prec., -ty)] 

dent, n., & v.t. (To mark with a) surface 
impression (as) from the blow of a blunt- 
- edged instrument. [ME; var. of dint] 

den'tal, a. & n. Of tooth, teeth, or 
dentistry; ~ letter or ~, made with 
tongue-tip against upper front teeth (as 
th) or front of palate (as d, t), whence 
~ize(3) v.t. [f. med. L dentalis f. L dens 
dentis tooth + -al ] 

den'tate, a. (bot. & zool). Toothed, with 
tooth-like notches. So dentA'TiON n., 
dentat'o- comb. form. [f. L dentalus 
(prec., -ATE2)] 

den'ti-, comb, form of L dens dentis tooth, 
as ~lingual formed by teeth & tongue. 
Hence ~form, denti'GEROUS, aa. 

den'ticle, n. Small tooth or tooth-like 
projection; = dentil. So dentic'ulAR1, 
dentic'ulATE2 (-at) or -ated, aa., 
denticulA'TiON n. [f. L cleniiculus (prec., 
-CULE)] 

den'tifrice, n. Powder, paste, etc., for 
tooth-cleaning. [F, f. L denti(fricium f. 
fricare rub)] 

den'til, n. One of series of small rect¬ 
angular blocks under bed-moulding of 
cornice in classical architecture (often 
~-cornice, -band, -moulding), [f. obs. F 
dentille dim. of dent tooth f. L dens dentis] 

den'tinc, n. Hard dense tissue forming 
main part of teeth, [f. L as prec. + -INE4] 

den'tist, n. One whose profession it is to 
treat diseases of the teeth, extract them, 
insert artificial ones, etc. Hence ~ry 

n. [f. F deniiste f. dent see dentil, -ist(3)] 
dentl'tion, n. Cutting of teeth, teething; 
characteristic arrangement of teeth in 
animal, [f. L dentilio (denlire to teethe, 
-ION)] 

den'ture, n. Set of (usu. artificial) teeth. 
[F, f. dent tooth (see dentil) +-ure] 

denude' v.t. Make naked; strip of 
clothing, covering, possession, attribute; 
(Geol.) lay (rock, formation) bare by 
removal of what lies above. Hence 
denudA'TiON n., denud'ATiVE a. [f. L 
de(nudare f. nudus naked) ] 

denuncia'tion, n. Denouncing; invec¬ 
tive. So denun'ciatiYE, denun'ciatORY, 

For compounds of de- not given consult de-. 
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(-sha-) aa., denun'ciatOR (-shl-) n. [F, 
or f. L denuntiatio (denounce, -ation)] 

deny', v.t. Declare untrue or non-existent 
(~ the charge, the possibility, that it is so, 
this to be the case; rarely with but after 
neg., I don’t ~ but he may have thought 
so); disavow, repudiate, (~ one’s vjord, 
signature, faith, leader); refuse (person, 
thing, person a thing, thing to person; 
I uas denied this, this was denied me or 
to me); ~ oneself, be abstinent; report as 
not at home, refuse access to, (person 
visited). [ME, f. OF denier f. L DE(nei7are 
say no) ] 

II de'odand, n. (hist.). Thing forfeited to 
Crown to be used in alms etc. as having 
caused a human death, [f. L deo dandum 
thing to be given to God] 

de'odaf, n. Himalayan cedar, [f. Hind. 
de’odar f. Skr. deva-dara divine tree] 

deod'oriz|e (or -od-), -is|e (-iz), v.t. De¬ 
prive of odour, disinfect. Hence ~a'tion, 

~er’(2), nn. [DE-, L odor smell, -ize] 

deontol'ogy, n. Science of duty, ethics. 
So deontOLO'GiCAL a., deontoi/OGisx n. 
[f. Gk dcont- part. st. of dei it is right, 
-O-, -LOGY] 

De'o op’tlmo m&x'tmo, phr. To God the 
best & greatest (in dedications). [L] 

De'o volfn'te adv. (abbr. D.V.). God 
willing; if nothing occurs to prevent it. 
[L] 

depsfft', v.i. & t. (Poet., arch., etc.) go 
away (from), take one’s leave; set out, 
start, leave, (esp. in time-tables, as dep. 
6.30 a.m.); die, leave by death, (~from 
life, ~ this life); diverge, deviate, (~ from 
received account, custom). [ME, f. OF 
p~E(partir f. L partire divide)] 

depart'ed, a. & n. Bygone (~ greatness); 
deceased (person; esp..the~). [-ed1(2)] 

department, n. Separate part of com¬ 
plex whole, branch, esp. of municipal or 
State administration; French adminis¬ 
trative district; store, large shop 
supplying all kinds of goods. So depdrt- 
men'tAL a., depifrtmen'talLY2 adv. [f. 
F departement (depart, -ment)] 

departure, n. Going away; deviation 
from (truth, standard); starting, esp. of 
train (the ~ platform); setting out on 
course of action or thought (esp. new~); 
(Naut.) amount of ship’s change of longi¬ 
tude in sailing. [f. OF -cure(depart, -uRe)] 

depa'sturle (-ah-), v.t. & i. (Of cattle) 
graze upon, graze; put (cattle) to graze; 
(of land) feed (cattle). Hence~AGEn. [de-] 

depaup'erlze, -ise (-iz), v.t. Raise from, 
rid of, pauperism, [de-, tauper, -ize] 

depend', v.i. Hang down (poet., arch., 
etc.); be contingent (it ~s upon himself, 
i.e. upon his efforts, skill, wisdom, etc.; 
also abs. in that ~s, i.e. can only be 
answered conditionally); bo gramma¬ 
tically dependent (up)on; rest for main¬ 
tenance etc. upon (she ~s upon her own 
efforts, her pen, her mother, my help); 
reckon confidently upon (esp. in imperat.. 

depopulate 
upon it, you may be sure); be waiting 

for settlement (of lawsuit, Bill, etc.). 
[ME, f. OF DE(pendre f. L pendere 
suspend but with sense of pendere be sus¬ 
pended)] 

depen'dab|le, a. That may be depended 
on. Hence ~leNESS (-In-) n., ~ly2 adv. 
[-ABLE] 

depen'dant, -ent1, n. One who depends 
on another for support, retainer, servant, 
[f. F dipendant part, (depend, -ant)] 

depen'dence, n. Depending (upon), being 
conditioned or subordinate or subject; 
living at another’s cost; reliance, con¬ 
fident trust; thing relied on. [f. F 
dipcndance (prec., -ance)] 

depen'dency, n. Something suboxdinate 
or dependent, esp. country or province 
controlled by another, [as prec., -ANCY, 
-ENCY] 

depen'dent2, a. Depending (on), contin¬ 
gent, subordinate, subject; maintained 
at another’s cost; (Gram, of clause, 
phrase, or word) in subordinate relation 
to a sentence or word, [earlier -ant = 
DEPENDANT] 

depiclt', v.t. Represent in drawing or 
colours; portray in words, describe. 
Hence or cogn. ~'tER‘, ~'tOR, ~'tlON, 

nn..~'tiVE a. [f. L P^pingerep'icl- paint)] 
depic'ture, v.t. Picture, depict, [de- 

+ PICTURE V.] 

dep'iljate, v.t. Remove hair from. Hence 
~a'tion, ~atoii, nn., depil'atORY a. & 

n. [f. L ])E(jiilare f. pilus hair), -ate3] 

deplet|e', v.t. Empty out, exhaust; 

relieve of congestion. So deple'tlON n., 

■~'ive a. & n., ~'ory a. [f. L DE(plere 

■plet- fill)] 
deplbr|e', v.t. Bewail, grieve over, regret; 
be scandalized by. Hence ~'abi.e a., 
~'abLY2 adv., ~aisn/iTY, ~'ableNESS, nn. 
[f. F diplorcr or L de(plorare bewail)] 

deploy', v.t. & i., & n., (mil.). 1. Spread 
out (t. & i. of troops) from column into 
line; so ~ment n. 2. n. Doing this. [f. F 
diploycr f. L dis(plicare fold), cf. display] 

deplume' (-do-), v.t. Pluck, strip of 
feathers. [ME, f. OF deplumer or med. L 

deplumare (de-, L pluma feather)] 
depol'arlz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. (Opt.) change 
direction of polarization of (ray); (Electr. 
& Magn.) deprive of polarity; (fig.) dis¬ 
turb, shake loose, dissolve, (convictions, 
prejudices). Hence ~a'tion, ~er‘(2), nn. 
[DE- ] 

depon'ent, a. & n. 1. (L & Gk gram.) 
(verb) passive (or, in Gk, middle) in form 
but active in sense (named from notion 
that they had laid aside the pass, sense). 
2. Person making deposition under oath 
or giving written testimony for use in 
court etc. [f. L DE(ponere posit- place), 
-ENT ] 

depop'ul]ate, v.t. & i. Reduce popula¬ 
tion of; decline in population. So ~* 
a'tion n. [f. L T>ts(populari lay waste f. 

populus people), -ate3; see dispeople) 
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dep6rt', v.t. 1. Bear or conduct oneself in 
such a manner. 2. Remove, esp. into 
exile, banish, whence depdrtA'TiON n., 
depdrtEE' n., person who is or has been 
~ed. [sense 1 f. OF deporter (de-, porter 
carry f. L porlare); sense 2 f. F diporter 
f. L de (porlare carry)] 

depdrt'ment, n. Bearing, demeanour, 
maimers; way a thing (e.g. metal in 
chem. experiment) behaves. [F (-ement), 
as pree. 1, -ment] 

depds|e' (-z), v.t. & i. Remove from office, 
esp. dethrone, whence ~'able (-z-) a.; 

bear witness that, testify to, esp. on oath 
in court. [ME, f. OF deposer (de- +poser); 
cf. LL deponere in same sense & see pose1] 

depos'it1 (-z-), n. Thing stored or en¬ 
trusted for safe keeping; sum placed in 
bank, || usu. at interest & not to be drawn 
on without notice (on ~, so disposed of; 
has a current & a~ account); sum required 
and paid as pledge or earnest or first 
instalment; layer of precipitated matter, 
natural accumulation, [f. L de(positum 
neut. p.p. of ponere place)] 

depos'it2 (-z-), v.t. Lay down in a (usu. 
specified) place; lay (eggs; usu. with 
adv. etc.); (of water or natural agency) 
leave (layer of matter) lying; store or 
entrust for keeping (esp. sum at interest 
in bank); pay as pledge for fulfilment of 
contract or further payment, [f. obs. F 
dApositer or med. L deposilare frequent, 
of L deponere see prec. ] 

depositary (-z-), n. Person to whom 
thing is committed, trustee, [f. LL 
depositarius (depositS -ary1)] 

deposition (-z-), n. (Picture of) taking 
down of Christ from the cross; deposing 
from office, esp. dethronement; (giving 
of) sworn evidence, allegation, (usu. dd-); 
depositing. [ME, f. OF, f. L depositionem 
f. deponere (deposit1, -ion), used as n. of 
action of depose, deposit] 

depositor (-z-), n. Person who deposits 
money, property, etc.; apparatus for de¬ 
positing some substance, [f. deposit 4- -or] 

depository (-z-), n. Storehouse (lit. & 
fig.); = depositary, [f. LL dcpositorium 
(deposit1, -ory)] 

dep'ot (-6), n. 1. (Mil.) place for stores; 
headquarters of regiment; recruit- 
-drilling station; I! part of regiment not 
on foreign service. 2. Storehouse, em¬ 
porium; *(pr. de'po) railway station. [f. 
F dipot f. L as deposit 1 ] 

deprave', v.t. Make bad, deteriorate, per¬ 
vert, corrupt, esp. in moral character or 
habits. So depravA'TioN n. [ME, f. OF 
depraver or L de (pravare f. pravus 
crooked) ] 

depravity, n. Moral perversion, vicious¬ 
ness; (Theol.) innate corruption of man. 
[DE-+obs. pravity f. L pravitas (prec., 
-TY)] 

dep'recat|e, v.t. Plead against (~e one’s 

depth 

anger, beseech him not to be angry); 
express wish against or disapproval of 
(~e war, hasty action, panic). Hence or 
cogn. ~ingLY2 adv., deprecA'TiON n., 
~ive, ~ory, aa. [f. LL de(precari pray), 
-ate 3] 

depre'ciat|e (-shl-), v.t. & i. Diminish (t. 
& i.) in value; lower market price of; 
reduce purchasing power of (money); 
disparage, belittle. Hence ~ingl/Y2 adv., 
~ory (-sha-) a. [f. L DE(pretiare f. 
pretium price), -ate3] 

depreciation (-esi-, -eshi-), n. Depre¬ 
ciating or being depreciated; allowance 
made in valuations, estimates, and 
balance sheets, for wear & tear, [prec., 
-ation ] 

depredation, n. (usu. pi.). Spoliation, 
ravages. [F (di-), f. LL DE(praedationem 
f. praedare f. praeda prey, -ation)] 

dep'redator, n. Spoiler, pillager, [f. LL 
depraedator (prec., -OR)] 

depress', v.t. Push or pull down, lower; 
bring low, humble; reduce activity of 
(esp. trade); lower (voice) in pitch; 
dispirit, deject; ~ed classes (Indian pol.), 
persons of the lowest Indian castes, un¬ 
touchables. So ~ible a. [f. OF depresser 
f. LL de(pressare frequent, of premere 
PRESS2)] 

depress'ant, a. & n. (med.). Lowering, 
sedative, (medicine), [prec. + -ant] 

depression(-shn), n. Lowering, sinking; 
(Astron.) angular distance of star etc. 
below horizon; sunk place, hollow, on 
surface; reduction in vigour (esp. of 
trade), in pitch (of voice), vitality, or 
spirits; (Metcorol.) lowering of barometer 
or atmospheric pressure, esp. centre of 
minimum pressure or system of winds 
round it. [ME, f. OF, or LL DE(pressto f. 
premere press- press, -ion)] 

depress'or, n. (anat.). ~ muscle or ~, 
one pulling down some organ etc. [LL 
(prec., -or)] 

deprivation (or -I-), n. Loss, being 
deprived, of; deposition from esp. ecclesi¬ 
astical office; felt loss (that is a great ~). 
[f. med. L deprivatio (foil., -ation)] 

depriv|e', v.t. Strip, bereave, debar from 
enjoyment, o/; depose (esp. clergyman) 
from office. Hence ~'able a., ~'al(2) n. 
[ME, f. OF depriver f. med. L m:(privarc 
f. L privare deprive)] 

de prof (in'Ms, n. & adv. (Cry) from the 
depths of sorrow etc. [initial L wds of 
Ps. exxx] 

depth, n. Being deep ; measurement from 
top down, from surface inwards, or from 
front to back; abstruseness; sagacity; 
intensity of colour, darkness, etc.; (pi.) 
deep water, deep place, abyss, lowest or 
inmost part; middle (in the ~ of winter); 
deep or mysterious region of thought, 
feeling, etc. (cry from the ~s, ~ of in¬ 
spiration, ~s of degradation); out of one’s 

For compounds of de- not given consult DE-, 
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in water too deep to stand in, (fig.) 

engaged on too hard a task or subject; 
charge, bomb for dropping on sub- 

* merged submarine, set to explode at 
desired ~. [ME; deep, -th 1 ] 

dep'ur|ate, v.t. & i. Make, become, free 
from_impurities. So ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn., 
depur'ativE a. & n. [f. med. L de-(purare 
f. L purus pure) ] 

deputation, n. Body of persons ap¬ 
pointed to represent others, [f. LL 
deputatio (foil., -ation)] 

depute', v.t. Commit (task, authority) to 
substitute; appoint as one’s substitute. 
[ME, f. OF deputer f. L BE(putare think) 
regard as, allot] 

dep'utize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. Act as deputy or 
understudy (for), esp. in musical engage¬ 
ments. [foil.+-IZE] 

dep'uty, n. Person appointed to act for 
another or others (by ~, by proxy; ~ 
lieutenant, abbr. D. L., ~ of Lord Lieu¬ 
tenant of county); member of depu¬ 
tation ; parliamentary representative 
(Chamber of Deputies, lower house in 
French & other Parliaments); || manager 
of doss-house; —, deputed, acting-. 
Hence ~ship(1) n. [ME, f. OF depute p.p. 
of deputer depute, -y4 ] 

dera'cinate, v.t. Tear up by the roots, [f. 
F diraciner (de-, racine f. LL radicina 
dim. of radix root), -ate3] 

derail', v.t. & i. Cause (train etc.) to leave 
the rails (usu. pass.); (rarely) leave the 
rails. So ~ment n. [f. F dirailler (de-, 
rail rail)] 

derange' (-j), v.t. Throw into confusion 
or out of gear, disorganize, cause to act 
irregularly; make insane (esp. in p.p.); 
disturb, interrupt. So ~ment (-jm-) n. 
[f. F diranger (de-, rang rank)] 

derate', v.t. Remove proportion of rates 
incident on (derating scheme, bill), [de-] 

deration, v.t. Remove (food etc.) from 
rationed category, [de-] 

Der'by (dai-), n. 1. Annual horse-race at 
Epsom; ~ day, of the race; ~ dog, any 
dog straying on course, (fig.) trivial un¬ 
timely interruption. '2. (d~; pron. ddt-) 
howler hat. [Earl of ~ founder 1780] 

Derbyshire (d<Tr-; -sher), a. ~ neck, 
goitre, bronchocele; ~ spar, fluor-spar. 

de regie (ra'gl), pred. a. Customary, 
proper. [F ] 

de'relict, a. & n. Abandoned, ownerless, 
(esp. of ship at sea); abandoned property, 
esp. ship; person abandoned by society, 
[f. L de {relict- see relinquish)] 

dereliction, n. Abandoning, being 
abandoned; retreat of sea exposing new 
land; neglect of duty; failure in duty, 
short-coming, [f. L derelictio (prec., -ion)] 

derequisition (-z-), v.t. Free (requisi¬ 
tioned property), [de- ] 

deride', v.t. Laugh to scorn, [f. L 
de(ridere ris- laugh) ] 

de tdgueur (regdf'), pred. a. Required by 
etiquette (evening dress is ~). [F] 

deri'sion (-zhn), n. Ridicule, mockery, 
(hold, have, in ~, mock at; be in ~, be 
mocked at; bring into~); laughing-stock. 
[ME, f. OF, f. LL derisionem (deride, 

-ion)) 

ddris'ive, deris'ory, aa. Scoffing (~ 
cheers, ironical); (-ory only; of offer etc.) 
ridiculously futile, not to be taken 
seriously. Hence deris'iveLY2 (-vl-) adv. 
[f. L cteris- see deride, + -ive, -ory] 

derivation, n. Obtaining from a source; 
extraction, descent; formation of word 
from word or root, tracing or statement 
of this (cf. cognate); theory of evolution, 
whence ~ist(2) n. [f. F, or L derivatio 
(DERIVE, -ATION)] 

derivative, a. & n. (Thing, word, chemi¬ 
cal substance) derived from a source, not 
primitive or original. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) 
adv. [f. F dirivatift. LL derivativus (foil., 
-IVE)] 

derivje', v.t. & i. Get, obtain, (from a 
source, or with the source present in 
thought); have one’s or its origin etc. 
from-, gather, deduce, (knowledge, truth, 
ideas, etc.) from', (pass., refl., & intr.) be 
descended or have one’s origin from', 
(pass., of words) be formed from-, trace, 
show, or assert, descent, origin, or forma¬ 
tion, of (person, thing, word) from. Hence 
~'ABLE a. [f. OF deriver or L derivare (DE-, 

rivus stream) divert, derive] 
derm, n. Skin; true skin or layer of 
tissue below epidermis. Hence or cogn. 
—'al,~'ic, aa.,~'at(o)-, ~o-, comb, forms, 
~atiT'is n., inflammation of the skin, 
<~atou'OGY, ~atoL'OGisT, nn. [f. Gk 
derma skin (dero flay, -m)] 

dern. = darn2. 

dernier ressort (ddtnya' resort, n. Last 
resort, desperate expedient. [F] 

de'rogate, v.i. Detract, take away part, 
from (a merit, right, etc.); sink in the 
scale, do something derogatory, [f. L 
T>E(rogare ask), -ate3] 

derogation, n. Lessening or impairment 
of law, authority, position, dignity, etc.; 
deterioration, debasement. [ME, f. OF, or 
L derogatio (prec., -ATION)] 

derog'atory, a. Tending to detract from, 
involving impairment, disparagement, or 
discredit, to; lowering, unsuited to one’s 
dignity or position; depreciatory, [f. LL 
derogatorius (DEROGATE, -ORY)] 

de'rrlck, n. Contrivance for moving or 
hoisting heavy weights, kind of crane 
with adjustable arm pivoted at foot to 
central post, deck, or floor; framework 
over oil-well or similar boring, [obs. 
senses hangman, gallows, f. name of 
hangman c. 1600] 

de'rring-do', n. (pseudo-arch.). Despe¬ 
rate courage, [f. Chaucer’s In dorryng 
don that longeth to a knyglit (in daring to 
do that which belongeth etc.) misinter¬ 
preted by Spenser] 

de'rringer (-j-), n. Small large-bore 
pistol. [U.S. inventor’s name] 
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de'rris, n. Kinds of tall tropical woody 
climbers; insecticide made from the 
powdered tuberous root of some of these. 
[Gk, = leather covering] 

ddrv, n. B’uel oil used in heavy road 
vehicles, [f. Z>iesel-engined road vehicle] 

ddrv'ish, n. Mohammedan friar vowed to 
poverty & austerity (dancing or whirling 
~, howling ~, according to the practice 
of his order), [f. Pers. darvesh poor] 

des'eant1, n. (Poet.) meiody, song; 
(Mus.) melodic independent treble accom¬ 
paniment. [ME, f. OF deschant f. med. L 
ms(cantus chant) ] 

descant'2, v.i. Talk at large, dwell freely, 
upon (esp. in praise, ~ upon Ihe beauties 
of), [f. OF deschanter f. med. L discantare 
(prec.)] 

descend', v.i. & t. Come or go down, 
sink, fall, (~ing letter in Typ., with tail 
below line); slope downwards; make 
sudden attack upon; proceed in narrative 
etc. from earlier to later time, from 
greater to less (.so Math., ~ing series of 
numbers), from general to particular; 
stoop to do; (rare) be descended from; be 
transmitted by inheritance from (of 
qualities, property, privileges), pass (to 
heir, or abs.); go down (hill, stairs). 
Hence ~er3 n., ~ing letter. [ME, f. OF 
desccndre f. L de(scendere = scandere 
climb) ] 

descen'dant, n. Person or thing de¬ 
scended (of, or with his etc.) [F (prec., 
-ANT)] 

descen'ded, p.p. Sprung, having origin, 
from ancestor or stock (is ~ etc. usual 
instead of the rare descends etc.). [-ed1(2)] 

descen'dible,-able, a. Transmissible by 
inheritance. [OF (-able)-, see -ble] 

descent', n. Descending, downward 
motion; downward slope; way down; 
sudden attack, esp. from sea; decline, 
sinking in scale, fall; being descended, 
lineB.ge; single generation (lineal succes¬ 
sion of four ~s); transmission of property, 
title, or quality, by inheritance. [ME, f. 
OF descente (dcscer.dre descend)] 

describ|e', v.t. Set forth in words, recite 
the characteristics of; qualify as (should 
~e him as a scoundrel)-, mark out, draw, 
(esp. geom. figure); move in (such a line, 
curve); (abs.) deal in, give a, description. 
Hence ~'able a. [f. L ~DS(scribere script- 
write)] 

description, n. Describing, verbal por¬ 
traiture), of persoD, object, or event 
(answers to the ~, has the qualities 
specified), more or less complete defini¬ 
tion ; sort, kind, class, (no food of any ~, 
tyrant of the ivorst ~). [ME, f. OF, f. L 
descriptionem (describe, -ion)] 

descriptive, a. Serving to describe (~ 
touches), fond of describing (~ writer). 
Hence~LY2 (-vl-) adv. [f. LL descriptivus 
(describe, -ive)] 

descry', v.t. Catch sight of, succeed in 
discerning (lit. & fig.). [ME ; prob. var. of 
obs. descrive f. OF descrivre describe, & 
confused in early use with decry ] 

des'ccr|ate, v.t. Deprive of sacred cha¬ 
racter; outrage, profane, (sacred thing); 
dedicate to (evil). Hence ~a'tion, ~atOR, 
nn. [DE- + (CON)SECKATE ] 

*deseg'regate, v.t. Abolish racial segre¬ 
gation in (schools etc.). [DE-] 

desen'sitize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Reduce or 
destroy the sensitiveness of (photo¬ 
graphic plates etc.). [DE- ] 

des'ir't'1 (-z-), n. Deserving, worthiness 
of recompense good or bad; character 
that deserves good, virtue, whence ~iess 
a.; deserving people; (pi.) acts or 
qualities deserving good or bad recom¬ 
pense, such recompense, (reward him 
according to, give him-, he has got, his ~s). 
[ME, f. OF obs. p.p. of deservir deserve] 

des'ert2 (-z-), a. & n. 1. Uninhabited, 
desolate; uncultivated, barren. 2. n. 
Waterless & treeless region, (fig.) un¬ 
interesting or barren subject, period, etc.; 
~ rat (colloq.), soldier of 7th (British) 
armoured division, which had a jerboa’s 
figure as divisional sign, & which fought 
in the ~ campaign in N. Africa (1941-2). 
[ME; OF a. f. LL p.p. see foil.; n. f. LL 
desertum (cl. L deserta neut. pl.)j 

desebt'3 (-z-), v.t. & i. Abandon, give up, 
(thing); depart from (place, haunt); 
forsake (person or thing having claims 
on one, as wife, post, the colours, ship); 
fail (his presence of mind ~ed him); run 
away (esp. from service in armed forces), 
whence ^eu1 (-z-) n. So desdr'tiON (-z-) 
n. [f. F deserter f. LL dcserlare frequent, 
of L de(serere sert- join)] 

deserv|e' (-z-), v.t. & i. Be entitled by 
conduct or qualities to (good or bad); 
have established a claim to be ivell or ill 
treated at the hands of. Hence ~'edLY2 

(-z-) adv. [ME, f. OF deservir f. L de- 
(servire serve)] 

des£rv'ing (-z-), a. Meritorious; worthy 
(of praise, censure, etc.), [-ing2] 

deshabille(seeAp.),n. = dishabille. [F] 
des'Icc|ate, v.t. Dry, dry up, (esp. milk 
etc. for preservation). So ~a'tion, ~- 
atOR, nn., ~ative a. [f. L de (siccars i. 
siccus dry), -ate3] 

desid'erate, v.t. (pedant.). Feel to be 
missing, regret absence of, wish to have, 
[f. L de(siderare see consider), -ate3] 

desid'erative, a. & n. (gram.). (Verb, 
conjugation, etc.) formed on another verb 
etc. & expressing desire of doing the 
action, [f. LL desiderativus (prec., -ive)] 

desiderat'um, n. (pi. -ta). Thing missing, 
felt want. [L (neut. p.p. see desiderate)] 

design'1 (-zln), n. Mental plan; scheme 
of attack upon (has ~s upon me); purpose 
(whether by accident or ~); end in view; 
adaptation of means to ends (the argu- 

For compounds of de- not given consult DE-. 
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ment from maintaining existence of a 
God by pointing to such adaptation); 
preliminary sketch for picture etc.; 
delineation, pattern; artistic or literary 
groundwork, general idea, construction, 
plot, faculty of evolving these, invention, 
[f. 15th-c. F desseing f. desseigner see foil. ] 

design'2 (-zln), v.t. & i. Set (thing) apart 
for person; destine (person, thing) for a 
service; contrive, plan; purpose, intend, 
(~s an attack, to do, doing, or that 
thing or person to be or do something), 
whence ~ediY2 (-zln-) adv.; make pre¬ 
liminary sketch of (picture); draw plan 
of (building etc. to be executed by 
others); be a designer; conceive mental 
plan for, construct the groundwork or 
plot of, (book, work of art), [f. F disigner 
appoint f. L designate designate2, with 
senses also of obs. F dcsseigner purpose 
& mod. F dessiner draw] 

designate1 (-z-), a. (placed after its noun). 
Appointed to office but not yet installed 
(ibishop ~ etc.), [f. L p.p. (foil., -ATE2)] 

designate2 (-z-), v.t. Specify, particu¬ 
larize ; serve as name or distinctive mark 
of; style, describe as; appoint to office 
(as, to, for), [f. L de(signare f. signum 
mark), -ate3] 

designation (-z-), n. Appointing to 
office; name, description, title, [f. L 
as prec., -ation ] 

design'er (-zin-), n. In vbl senses; esp. 
draughtsman who makes plans for manu¬ 
facturers. [ -Eit1 ] 

designing (-zin-), a. In vbl senses; esp. 
crafty, artful, scheming-, [-ing2] 

desip'ience, n. Trifling, silliness, [f. L 
desipieutia f. de(sipere — sapere be wise) ] 

desir'ajble (-z-), a. Worth wishing for. 
Hence ~bil'ity, ~bleNESS, nn., ~biY2 

adv., (-z-). [ME, f. OF (desire2, -able)] 

desire'1 (-z-), n. Unsatisfied appetite, 
longing, wish, craving; request; thing 
desired. [ME, f. OF desi.r, f. vb (foil.)] 

desire'2 (-z-), v.t. Long for, crave, wish, 
(noun, infin., noun & infin., or that- 
-clause); (abs.) feel desire; ask for; pray, 
entreat, command, (~ him to icait', she 
~d we would wait). [ME, f. OF desirer f. 
L desiderate desiderate ] 

desir'ous (-Z-), pred. a. Wishful to do, 
ambitious of (success etc.), having the 
desire of doing, wishful that. [f. AF -ous, 
= OF -eus, f. Rom. desiderosus (prec., 
-OUS) ] 

desist' (-zi-, -si-), v.i. Cease (from doing, 
from sin), [f. OF desister t. L DE(sisterestop)! 

desk, n. Fixed or movable piece of 
furniture or box having (often in com¬ 
bination with drawers, seat, etc.) a board 
usu. sloped serving as rest for writing 
or reading at; the ~, clerical, office, or 
literary work. Hence ~'ful(2) n. [ME, f. 
med. L desca f. L discus disc] 

des'man, n. Aquatic insectivorous shrew - 
-like mammal of Russia and the Pyrenees. 
[F & G, f. Sw. desman-rdtta musk-rat] 

desquamate 

des'olate1, a. Left alone, solitary; 
uninhabited; ruinous, neglected, barren, 
dreary; forlorn, disconsolate, wretched. 
Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv., ~ness (-tn-) n. 
[ME, f. L de(solare f. solus alone), 
-ATE2] 

des'olat|e2, v.t. Depopulate; devastate; 
make (person) wretched. Hence ~or n. 
[ME, f. prec., see -ate3] 

desola'tion, n. Desolating; neglected, 
ruined, solitary, or barren state; being 
forsaken, loneliness; dreary sorrow. [ME, 
f. LL desolatio (as prec., -ation)] 

despair', n., &v.i. 1. Loss, utter want, of 
hope; thing that causes this, whether by 
badness or unapproachable excellence. 
2. v.i. Lose, be without, hope (of, or abs.; 
his life is ~ed of)\ lienee ~ingLY2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF despeir- stressed st. of 
desperer f. L de(sperare hope) ] 

II despatch. See disp-. 

desperad'o (-ahd-, -ad-), n. (pi. -oes). 
Person ready for or given to reckless, esp. 
criminal, undertakings. [OSp. (adj. only), 
f. L desperatus see foil. ] 

des'perate, a. Leaving no or little room 
for hope, extremely dangerous or serious, 
utterly impracticable; reckless from 
despair, violent, lawless, staking all on 
a small chance, so desperA'TiON n.; 
extremely bad (a ~ night, storm, etc:): 
very great (~ fear, a ~ fool). So ~ly3 

(-tl-) adv., ~ness (-tn-) n. [ME, f. L 
ms(sperare hope), -ate2] 

des'picab]le, a. Vile, contemptible. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. LL dcspicabUis f. 
Ty&(spicari cf. specere look at), -ble ] 

despise' (-z), v.t. Look down upon, con¬ 
temn. [ME ; f. despis- st. of OF despire f. 
L de(spicere — specere look at)] 

despite', n. & prep. Outrage, injury, con¬ 
tumely, (arch.); malice, spite, offended 
pride (died of mere ~); in ~ of, ~ of, ~, 
notwithstanding the opposition of, in 
the teeth of, in spite of, (also in my etc. 

in spite of my etc. efforts, arch.). 
Hence ~ful a.,~fuli,Y2 adv., (-tf-). [ME, 
f. OF despit f. L despectus -us f. despicere 
see prec. ] 

despoil', v.t. Plunder, spoil, rob, deprive, 
(person or place; often of). Hence or 
cogn. —-er1, ~ment, despoliA'TiON, nn. 
[ME, f. OF despoiller (now dippuiller) f. L 
de(svoliare spoil) ] 

despond', v.i., & n. 1. Lose heart, be 
dejected; so ~ency n., ~enT a., ~entLY2, 

~ingLY2, advv. 2. n. (Arch., only in 
slough of D~) dejection. [ME, f. L 
de(spondere promise) give up, resign] 

des'pot, n. Absolute ruler, whence~ist(2) 

n.; tyrant, oppressor. So despot'ic a., 
despot'ically adv. [f. F despote f. med. 
L despota f. Gk despotic] 

des'potlsm, n. Arbitrary rule; State 
under a despot, [f. F despotisme (pree., 
-ism)1 

des'quamlate, v.i. Come off in scales. 
Hence ~a'tion n., desquam'ativE, 
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desquam'atORY, aa. [f. L de(sguamare desultorius f. desultor circus-rider f. 
f. squama scale)] de(suZ(- = salt- p.p. st. of satire leap)] 

dessert' (-z-), n. || Course of fruit, sweets, 
etc., at end of dinner; ~-spoon. [F, f. 
desservir (des- f. L dis-, servir serve) clear 
the table] 

destination, n. Place for which person 
or thing is bound. [OF, or f. L destinatio 
(foil., -ATION)] 

destine, v.t. Appoint, fore-ordain, 
devote, set apart, (person or thing to do, 
to or for a service, achievement, etc.; of 
God, Fate, etc., or of persons; but 
chiefly in pass.); ivas to, was, as we 
now know, to. [ME, f. F destiner f. L 
de(stinare prob. causative of stare stand)] 

destiny, n. Predetermined events; 
person’s, country’s, etc., appointed or 
ultimate lot; power that fore-ordains, 
invincible necessity. [ME, f. OF destinee 
(prec., -v4)] 

destitute, a. Without resources, in want 
of necessaries; devoid of. So destitu¬ 
tion n. [f. L de(stituere -tut- = statuere 
place) forsake] 

destrier, n. (hist.). War-horse. [OF, f. 
Gallo- Rom. *dextrarius hand-led (dexter, 

-ary1)] 
destroy', v.t. Pull down, demolish, undo, 
make useless, kill, annihilate, nullify, 
neutralize effect of. Hence ~able a. 
[ME, f. OF destruire f. Rom. *dcstrugere 
f. L PE(struere struct- build)] 

destroy'er, n. In vbl senses; esp. (orig. 
torpedo-boat ~) a warship designed to 
attack the enemy with torpedoes and to 
protect her own fleet from attacks by 
enemy light surface craft and submarines. 
[-ER1] 

destructible, a. Able to be destroyed. 
Hence ~bil'ity n. [f. LL destructibilis 
(DESTROY, -RLE)] 

destruction, n. DESTROYing or being 

destroyed; what destroys, cause of ruin, 

(is our ~). [ME, f. OF f. L destructionem 
(DESTROY, -ION)] 

destructive, a. & n. 1. Destroying; 
deadly to, causing destruction of; (of 
criticism or policy) merely negative, 
refuting etc. without amending, not 
constructive; hence ~ly3 (-vl-) adv., 
~ness (-vn-) n. 2. n. Person, thing, that 
aims at or effects destruction. [ME, f. OF 
(-if, -ive), f. LL deslructiims (destroy, 
-ive)] 

II destructor, n. Refuse-burning furnace. 
[LL, = destroyer (destroy, -or)] 

des'uetude (-swi-), n. Passing into, state 
of, disuse, [f. F dtsuttude or L T>Y.(suetudo 
f. suescere suet- be wont, -tude)] 

desul'phuriz|e (-fer-), -is|e (-iz), v.t. 
Free from sulphur. Hence ~a'tion n. 
[de- ] 

des'ultorly, a. Skipping from one subject 
to another, disconnected, unmethodical. 
Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~Iness n. [f. L 

desynon ymize, -lse (-iz), v.t. 
entiate in sense (synonymous words). 
[DE-, SYNONYM, -IZE] 

detach', v.t. Unfasten & remove (from, 
or abs.; ~ed mind, view, etc., regarding 
things impartially, free from prejudice; 
~ed house, not joined to another on either 
side); (Mil. & Nav.) send (ship, regiment, 
etc.) on separate mission. Hence ~able 

a., ~edLY2 adv., ~edNESS n. [f. F 
dilaeher; see DE-, attach] 

detach'ment, n. Detaching; portion of 
army etc., or largo body, separately em¬ 
ployed ; standing aloof from or unaffected 
by surroundings, publio opinion, etc., 
independence of judgement, selfish isola¬ 
tion. [f. F ditachement (prec., -ment)] 

det'ail1, n. Dealing with things item by 
item (in ~; go into ~, give the items 
separately; minute account, number of 
particulars; item, small or subordinate 
particular, (but that is a ~, often iron, to 
call special attention), whence ~ed2 (-Id) 
a., with particulars; minor decoration in 
building, picture, etc., way of treating 
this; (Mil.) distribution of orders of the 
day, small detachment, [f. F detail f. 
ditailler see foil. ] 

detail'2, v.t. Give the particulars of, 
relate circumstantially; (Mil.) tell off for 
special duty. [f. F dilailler (DE-, tattler 
cut, soo tailor)] 

detain', v.t. Keep in confinement; with¬ 
hold (money due etc.); keep waiting, 
hinder. Hence ~ee n., person ~ed in 
custody, usu. on political grounds, [f. 
OF detenir i. Rom. *delenere f. L de(linere 
-tent- = tenere hold)] 

detain'er, n. (legal). Detaining of goods 
taken from owner for distraint etc.; 
keeping of person in confinement; writ 
by which person already arrested may 
be detained on another suit. [f. AF 
detener f. OF detenir see prec., -er 4 ] 

detect', v.t. Find out (guilty person, 
person m doing); discover existence or 
presence of. Hence or cogn. detec'tABLE 

a., detec'tlON n. [f. L de(tegere tect- 
cover) ] 

detec'tive, a. & n. 1. Serving to detect. 
2. n. Policeman employed to investigate 
special cases (private ~, person under¬ 
taking special inquiries for pay; amateur 
~, person who sets up theories on police 
cases); ~ story etc. (that tempts readers 
to solve ~ problems), [prec., -ive] 

detec'tor, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
coherer used in wireless telegraphy; 
valve in wireless receiving set. [-or] 

detent', n. Catch by removal of which 
machinery is set working, (in clocks etc.) 
catch that regulates striking, [f. F 
ditente f. detendre slacken (de-, L tendere 
stretch)] 

For compounds of de- not given consult de-. 
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detente (see Ap.), n. Easing of strained 
relations esp. between States. [F, as prec. ] 

detention, n. Detaining, being detained; 
arrest, confinement, (House of _D~, lock- 
-up); compulsory delay; (at schools) 
keeping in as punishment; ~ barracks, 
military prison. [F, or f. LL detentio 
(DETAIN, -ION)] 

detenu (datenoo'), n. Person detained in 
custody. [F, p.p. of d&tenir detain] 

deter', v.t. (-rr-). Discourage or hinder 
(from, or abs.) by or as fear, dislike of 
trouble, etc. Hence dete'rrENi(2) a. & 
n., dete'rrENCE, ~ment, nn. [f. L 
DE(ferrere frighten)] 

deter'gent, a. & n. Cleansing (agent), [f. 
L de (tergere ters- wipe), -ent] 

deter'iorjate, v.t. & i. Make,grow, worse. 
Hence or cogn. ~a'tion n.,~atiVE a. [f. L 
deteriorare (deterior worse f. de down), 
-ate 3] 

det€rm'inant, a. & n. Determining, 
decisive, conditioning, defining, (agent, 
factor, element, word), [determine, -ant] 

determ'inate, a. Limited, definite, 
distinct, finite, definitive. Hence ~ly2 
(-tl-) adv., ~ness (-tn-) n. [ME, f. L p.p. 
(DETERMINE, -ATE2)] 

determina'tion, n. (Law) cessation of 
estate or interest; conclusion of debate; 
judicial sentence; fixing of date etc.; 
delimitation, definition; exact ascertain¬ 
ment of amount etc.; fixed direction, 
decisive bias, (~ of blood to some part, 
tendency to flow there); settling of 
purpose, fixed intention; resoluteness. 
[ME, f. OF, or L determinatio (determine, 
-ATI on)] 

det€rm'inative, a. & n. (Thing) that 
impels in a certain direction; (attribute, 
mark, symbol) serving to define or 
qualify, [f. F dAterminatif (foil., -ive)] 

detdrm'inje, v.t. & i. Bring, come, to an 
end (esp. in law); limit in scope, define; 
fix beforehand (date); settle, decide, 
(dispute, person’s fate, what is to be 
done, that —, whether, etc.), come to a 
conclusion, give decision; be the decisive 
factor in regard to (demand ~es supply); 
ascertain precisely, fix; give an aim to, 
direct, impel to; decide (person) to do; 
resolve (to do, that —, on doing, on a 
course; be ~ed, have resolved). Hence 
~able a. [f. OF determiner f. L DE(<er- 
minare f. terminus end)] 

det^brn'ined (-nd), a. In verbal senses; 
also, resolute, unflinching. [-ED1 ] 

det£rm'in|ism, n. Theory that human 
action is not free but determined by 
motives regarded as external forces 
acting on the will. So ~ist(2) n. & a., 
~is'tic a. [f. F -isme or G -ismus (Kant)] 

deters'ive, a. & n. Cleansing (substance). 
[f. F dAtersif (detergent, -ive)] 

detest', v.t. Abhor, dislike intensely. 
Hence or cogn. ~able a., ~ableNESS (-in-) 
n., ~abLY2 adv. [f. L delestari call God 
to witness against] 

deus ex machina 

n. Abhorrence (have, hold, 
, abhor); detested person or thing. 

[F, or f. L detestatio (prec., -ation)] 

dethrSne', v.t. Depose (ruler, dominant 
influence). Hence ~ment (-nm-) n. [de-] 

det'inue, n. (legal). Action of ~, suit for 
recovery of thing wrongfully detained, 
[f. OF detenue f. p.p. of detenir detain] 

det'on|ate (or de-), v.i. & t. (Cause to) 
explode with loud report. Hence or cogn. 
~A'riON n., ~atrvE a. [f. L de(lonare 
thunder), -ATE3] 

det'onator, n. Detonating contrivance, 
esp. as part of bomb or shell; railway 
fog-signal, [-or] 

detour (ditoor'), detour (F), n. Devia¬ 
tion, roundabout way, digression, (esp. 
make a ~). [F (dA-), f. dAtourner (de-, 
TURN) ] 

detract', v.t. & i. Take away (much, 
something, etc., or abs.) from a whole (esp. 
in sense reduce the credit due to, depreciate). 
Hence or cogn. detrac'tiON, detrac'tOR, 
nn., detrac'tivs a. [f. L de(trahere tracl- 
draw) ] 

detrain', v.t. & i. Discharge, alight, from 
train (troops etc.; cf. entrain), [de- + 
train n. ] 

detrib'aliz|e, -isle (-iz), v.t. (antbrop.). 
Break up (tribal organization), also abs. 
So~A'TlONn. [de- ] 

det'riment, n. Harm, damage, (esp. 
without ~ to). [ME, f. OF or L de(tri- 
mentum f. terere trit- rub, wear, -ment)] 

detrimen'tal, a. & n. Harmful, causing 
loss, whence ~ly2 adv.; (n., si.) undesir¬ 
able suitor, e.g. younger son. [-al] 

detrit'ed, a. (gcol.). Disintegrated, 
formed as detritus, [detritus as p.p. 
+ -ED1] 

detrl'tion, n. Wearing away by rubbing. 
[f. L detrit- see detriment, -ion] 

detrlt'lus, n. Matter produced by detri¬ 
tion, as gravel, sand, silt; debris. Hence 
~al a. [L detritus -us = wearing down, 
see detriment] 

de trap (de tro'), pred. a. Not wanted, 
unwelcome, in the way. [F ] 

deuce1, n. The two at dice or cards; 
(Tennis) state of score (40 all, games all) 
at which either party must gain two 
consecutive points or games to win. [f. 
OF deus (mod. deux) f. L duos nom. -o 
two] 

deuce2, n. Plague, mischief; the devil 
(~ take it; who, where, what, etc., the ; 
the ~ is in it if I cannot, I certainly can; 
play the ~ with, spoil, ruin; the ~ to pay, 
trouble to be expected; a ~ of a mess; 
~ knows; ~ a bit, not at all; the ~ he 
isn’t, it is incredible that he is not), 
[f. LG duus, = G dans, f. as prec., the 
two at dice being the worst throw ] 

deu'ced (du-, ddo-), a. & adv. Con¬ 
foundedly) ; great (in a ~ hurry). Hence 
~ly2 adv. [-ED2] 

de'us &c tntfch'lna (-k-), n. Power, event, 
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that comes in the nick of time to solve 
difficulty, providential interposition, esp. 
in novel or play. [L, = god from the 
machinery (by which in ancient theatre 
gods were shown in air)] 

de'us misei’eat'iir (-z-), n. The canticle 
God be merciful, Psalm 67. [L] 

deuterag'onist, n. Person of next im¬ 
portance to protagonist in drama, [f. Gk 
deuteragonistes (deutero-, agonistes actor)] 

deutdr'Ium, n. Heavy isotope of hydro¬ 
gen with mass about double that of 
ordinary hydrogen; so deut'eron n., 
nucleus of the~ atom, [deutero- + -ium ; 
deuteron after proton ] 

deut'ero-, comb, form of Gk deuteros 
second, as ~-Isaiah, supposed later 
author of Is. xl-lxvi, ~-canon'leal of 
Bible books, admitted later to Canon, 
deuterdg'amy, second marriage. 

Deuteron'omist, n. Author, joint- 
-authors, or compiler, of Deuteronomy. 
[-1ST] 

Deuteron'omy, n. Fifth book of Penta¬ 
teuch. Hence Deuteror.6m'ic(AL) aa. [f. 
LL f. Gk deutero(nomion i. nomos law) 
second book of law] 

deut'zia (also doit1), n. White-flowered 
shrub. [J. Deutz d. 1781, -IA1] 

deux-temps (see Ap.), n. Kind of waltz 
more rapid than the trois-temps. [F, 
= two-time] 

deval'ule, v.t. Reduce the value of. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [de-] 

dev'ast|ate, v.t. Lay waste, ravage. 
Hence or cogn. ~a'tion, ~at0R, nn. [f. 

L de(vaslare f. vastus waste), -ate3] 

devel'op, v.t. & i. Unfold (t. & i.), reveal, 
bring or come from a latent to an active 
or visible state; (Mil.) open (an attack); 
make or become fuller, more elaborate 
or systematic, or bigger; (Photog.) treat 
(plate, film) so as to make picture visible; 
make progress; exhibit (has ~ed a ten¬ 
dency to), come or bring to . maturity. 
Hence ~able a., ~er1 (1, 2) n. [late 16th 
c. dis- f. F de(s)velopper f. Rom. *volup-, 
*velup- of unkn. orig. ] 

development, n. Gradual unfolding, 
fuller working out; growth; evolution 
(of animal & plant races); well-grown 
state; stage of advancement; product; 
more elaborate form; developing of 
photograph; II ~ area, one suffering from 
or liable to severe unemployment. 
[f. F (prec., -ment)] 

developmen'tal, a. Incidental to growth 
(~ diseases); evolutionary. Hence ~ly2 
adv. [ -al ] 

dev'late, v.i. Turn aside, diverge, (from 
course, rule, truth, etc., or abs.), digress. 
[f. LL DE(tnare f. via way), -ate3] 

devia'tion, n. In vbl senses; esp.; 
deflexion of compass-needle by iron in 
ship etc.; divergence of optic axis from 
normal position. Hence ~ist (-sho-) n.. 

devilish 

one who departs from strict Communist 
doctrine, [f. F, or LL deviatio] 

device', n. Make, look, (arch.; things of 
rare, strange, ~); (pi.) fancy, will, (left 
to one’s own ~s); plan, scheme, trick; 
contrivance, invention, thing adapted 
for a purpose; drawing, design, figure; 
emblematic or heraldic design; motto. 
[ME & OF devis, devise, f. L divisum, -a, 
neut. & fern. p.p. of dividere divide ] 

dev'il1, n. 1. The Z>~, supreme spirit of 
evil, tempter of mankind, enemy of God, 
Satan. 2. Heathen god; evil spirit 
possessing demoniac; superhuman malig¬ 
nant being. 3. Wicked or cruel person; 
mischievously energetic, clever, knavish, 
or self-willed person, luckless or wretched 
person (usu. poor ~); vicious animal. 
4. Junior legal counsel working for a 
leader (Attorney-General’s ~, junior 
Counsel to Treasury). 5. Literary hack 
doing what his employer takes the credit 
and pay for; printer’s ~ (hist.), errand- 
-boy in printing-office. 6. Personified evil 
quality (Wie~ of greed etc.); fighting-spirit, 
energy or dash in attack. 7. (Name of) 
kinds of animal, bird, firework, & imple¬ 
ment; violent S.-African dust-storm (also 
dust ~); highly seasoned dish, esp. 
devilled bones. 8. Phrases (see also those 
in deuce2, in all of which ~ may be sub¬ 
stituted) : a ~ of a —, one of an unwel¬ 
come or remarkable or amusing kind; 
— is the'—, a great difficulty or nuisance; 
like the ~, with great energy etc.; go 
to the ~, be ruined, (imperat.) be off; 
the excl. of annoyance or surprise; 
~ a one, not one; the ~ <6- all, everything 
bad; between the ~ <£• the deep sea, in a 
dilemma; ~s-on-horseback, see angel ; ~ 
take the hindmost (motto of selfish com¬ 
petition) ; give the ~ his due ; the ~ to pay, 
trouble ahead; talk of the ~ (<£■ he will 
appear), said when one comes just after 
being mentioned; H the ~ among the 
tailors, row, disturbance; ~’s advocate, 
-acy (one who puts) the ~’s case against 
canonization, (transf.) depreciator, de¬ 
preciation; ~’s bones, dice; ~’s books, 
cards; || Z)~’s Own, 88th Foot, Inns of 
Court Volunteers; ~’s tattoo; ~’s in 
many plant-names, esp. ~’s-bit, kind of 
scabious; ~’s coach-horse, large cocktail 
beetle; || ~’s dust, shoddy. 9. ~-dodger, 
preacher, parson; ~-fish, name of many 
kinds; ~-may-care, reckless, rollicking. 
Hence ~dom, ~hood, nn., ~ward(s) adv. 
[OE deofol, OS diubul, OHG tiufal, ON 
djofull, Goth, diabaulus f. LL f. Gk 
diabolos slanderer, in I.XX rendering 
Heb. salan Satan] 

dev'il2, v.i. & t. (-11-). Work as lawyer's or 
author’s devil (usu. for principal); grill 
with hot condiments, [f. prec.] 

dev'ilish, a., & adv. 1. Like, worthy of, 
the devil, damnable; hence ~ly2 adv.. 

For compounds of de- not given consult de-. 
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<~ness n. 2. adv. (colloq.). Very. 
[-ISH1] 

dev'ilism, n. Devilish quality or conduct; 
worship ot devils, [-ism] 

dev'ilment, n. Mischief, wild spirits; 
devilish or strange phenomenon, [-ment] 

dev'ilry, -try, n. Diabolical art, magic; 
the devil and his works; wickedness, 
cruelty; reckless mischief, daring, or 
hilarity; demonology; devils. [-RY] 

dev'ious, a. Remote, sequestered; wind¬ 
ing, circuitous, erratic; erring. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L de(i;ius f. via 
way) + -ous ] 

devisle' (-z), v.t., & n. (Law) assign, give 
(realty; cf. bequeath) by will (n., this 
act, clause effecting it), whence ~'or, 
~ee', (-z-), nn.; plan, contrive, invent, 
plot, scheme, (thing, how, or abs.). Hence 
or cogn. ~'able a., ~'er2 (4) n., (-z-). 
[ME, f. OF deviser f. Rom. *divisare fre¬ 
quent. of L dividere -vis- divide] 

devit'aliz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Make lifeless 
or effete. Hence ~a'tion n. [DE-] 

devit'rl|fy, v.t. Deprive of vitreous 
quality, make (glass or vitreous rock) 
opaque & crystalline. Hence ~fica'tion 
n. [de-] 

devoid', a. Destitute, empty, of. [ME; 
short p.p. of obs. devoid f. OF de(voidier f. 
voide void)] 

dev'oir (-vwar), n. Duty, one’s best, (do 
one’s ~); (pi.) courteous attentions (pay 
one’s ~s to). [ME & AF dever = OF 
deveir f. L debere owe] 

dev'olute (-dot), v.t. Transfer by devo¬ 
lution, depute, (work), [f. L p.p. st. see 
DEVOLVE] 

devolution (-I00-), n. Descent through a 
series of changes; descent of property by 
due succession; lapse of unexercised 
right to ultimate owner; (Biol.) degrada¬ 
tion of species (cf. evolution) ; deputing, 
delegation, of work or power (esp. by 
House of Parliament to its committees). 
[f. LL devolutio (foil., -ion)] 

devolve', v.t. & i. Throw (duty, work), 
(of duties) be thrown, fall, descend, upon 
(deputy, or one who must act for want 
of others); descend, fall by succession, (to, 
upon, or abs.). [f. L T>E(volverc volut-roll) ] 

Devon'lan, a. & n. (Native) of Devon¬ 
shire; (Geol.) (of) the formation lying 
above the Silurian & below the Carboni¬ 
ferous. [-IAN] 

Dev'onshire (-er), n. ~ (i.e. clotted) cream. 
devote', v.t. Consecrate, dedicate, give 
up exclusively, (oneself, another, thing, 
esp. abilities etc.) to (God, person, pursuit, 
purpose); give over to destruction etc. 
Hence ~ment (-tm-) n. [f. L m(vovcre 
vot- vow)] 

devot'ed, a. In vbl senses; esp.: zeal¬ 
ously loyal (~ friend), whence ~ly2 adv.; 
doomed (esp. ~ head), [-ed 1 ] 

devotee', n. Votary of, one devoted to; 
zealously or fanatically pious person, [-ee ] 

devo'tion, n. Devoutness; devoting; 

dextro- 

divine worship, (pi.) prayers, praying. 
(was at his ~s), whence ~al a., ~ali,Ya 
adv., ~aliSM(3), ~allST(2), nn., (-sho-); 
enthusiastic addiction or loyalty (to, or 
abs.). [ME, f. OF, f. L devotionern (de¬ 

vote, -ION)] 

devour' (-owr), v.t. Eat (of beasts); eat 
like a beast or ravenously; (Bibl.) con¬ 
sume recklessly, waste, destroy, pillage, 
(substance, property, or its owners); kill, 
decimate, (of fire, sword, plague, etc.); 
engulf; take in greedily with ears or eyes 
(book, story, beauty or beautiful person); 
absorb the attention of (~cd by anxiety)', 
(poet.) ~ the way etc., go fast, esp. of 
horses. Hence ~ingLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
devourer f. L DE(rorare swallow) ] 

devout', a. Reverential, religious, pious, 
(of person, act, etc.), whence ~ness n.; 
earnest, hearty, genuine. Hence ~ly2 
adv. [ME, f. OF devot f. L p.p. (devote) 1 

dew \ n. Atmospheric vapour condensed 
in small drops on cool surfaces from 
evening to morning; freshness, refreshing 
or gently stealing influence, (usu. of 
sleep, eloquence, youth, music, etc.); any 
beaded or glistening moisture, esp. tears, 
sweat; mountain ~, illicitly distilled 
whisky; ~'berry, kind of blackberry; 
~-claw, rudimentary inner toe of some 
dogs; —drop; ~-/a(Z, time when ~ 
begins to form, evening; ~-point, tem¬ 
perature at which it forms; || <—pond, 
shallow, usu. artificial, pond fed by atmo¬ 
spheric condensation, (chiefly) found or 
constructed on English downs; ~-raA-e, 
for surface of grass or stubble; ~-rc< v.t., 
ret by exposure to ~ instead of steeping 
in water; ~-ivorm, large garden worm. 
Hence ~'less, ~'y2, aa., ~'ily2 adv., 
*—''iness n. [OE deaw, OS dau, OHG toil, 
ON diigg f. Gmc *dawwa-] 

dew2, v.t. & i. (Impers.) form or fall as 
dew (it is beginning to ~); (poet.) bedew, 
moisten. [ME dewen as prec.] 

dewan' (-wa.hn), n. Head financial 
minister of Indian state; prime minister 
of a native state. [Arab. & Pers. diwdn 
(= devan, see divan)] 

dew'lap, n. Fold of loose skin hanging 
from throat of cattle (& transf. of other 
animals or men). Hence ~pED2 (-pt) a. 
[ME ; f. lap1 ; first element of unkn. orig.; 
cf. Da., Norw. doglaep, Sw. drcglapp] 

dex'ter, a. Of or on the right-haDd side 
(in Her., to the spectator’s left). [L] 

dexte'rity, n. Manual or mental adroit¬ 
ness, skill, neatness of handling; right- 
handedness, using of right hand. [f. F 
(-U) or L DEXTER(itas -ity) ] 

dex trin, n. (chem.). Soluble gummy 
substance obtained from starch & used 
on adhesive stamps etc. [as foil. +-in] 

dex'tro-, comb, form of L dexter, esp. in 
terms concerned w. chem. property of 
causing plane of polarized light ray to 
rotate to right (opp. laevo-, which see 
for compounds). 
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dex'trose, n. (chem.). Dextro-rotatory 
form of glucose. [pi'ec., -ose2] 

dex'trous, -ter-, a. Neat-handed, deft; 
mentally adroit, clever; using right hand 
by preference. Hence dex't(e)rousi,Y2 
adv. [dexter +-ous; -tr- correct but 
less common] 

Dey (da), n. (hist.). Commander of 
janizaries at Algiers; governor of Algiers 
or Tripoli. [F, f. Turk, ddi maternal 
uncle ] 

d(h)al (dahl), n. Split pulse, a common 
foodstuff in India. [Hind. ] 

dhar'ma (dar-, ddt-), n. (India). Right 
behaviour, virtue; (in Buddhism) the 
law. [Skr., = a decree, custom] 

dharmsala (dafmsah'la), n. (India). 
Building devoted to charitable uses (esp. 
a travellers’ rest-house). [Skr., f. dhdrma 
custom, said house] 

dhob'i (do-), n. Indian native washerman; 
~(’s) itch, troublesome oriental form of 
eczema. [Hind., f. dhob washing] 

dhot'i (do-), n. Loin-cloth worn by male 
Hindus. [Hind.] 

d(h)ow (dow), n. Single-masted Arabian- 
-Sea ship of about 200 tons; any Arab 
ship, esp. as used in E.-Afr. slave-trading, 
[in Arab, daw, but orig. lang. unkn.] 

d(h)u'rrie (dur-), n. A thick coarse durable 
Indian cotton cloth fringed square used 
for floor-coverings etc. [f. Hind, dari] 

di- ’, pref. Form of L dis- (which see for 
meaning) used before b, d, l, m, n, r, s + 
cons., v, usu. g, & sometimes j. In LL 
& Rom. often replaced by dis- (so 
dismiss), in OF & ME often varying with 
de- (so defer1 f. L differre). Not a living 
pref. in E. 

di-2, pref. f. Gk di- for dis twice, two-, 
double-. In many E wds, & as living pref. 
in Chem. with various special uses, 

di-3, pref. = foil, before vowel. 
di(a)-, repr. Gk dia-, di-, the prep, dia 
through, thorough(ly), apart, across. In 
Gk words taken direct, or through L or 
F & L; also in many scientific words 
made with Gk elements or on Gk 
analogy. 

diabet'es (-z), n. Disease with excessive 
glucose-charged urine, thirst, & emacia¬ 
tion. [LL f. Gk, f. dia(6c»7!<5 go)] 

diabSt'ic, a. & n. Of diabetes; (person) 
suffering from diabetes. [f. prec. -f 
-ic] 

dia'blerie (-ahblere), n. Devil’s business; 
sorcery; wild recklessness; devil-lore. 
[F (dioble f. L diabolus devil, -ry)] 

diabol'ic(al), aa. Of, having to do with, 
proceeding from, externally like, the 
devil (usu. -ic); fiendish, atrociously 
cruel or wicked, (usu. -ical). Hence 
diabol'icalLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF dia- 
bolique or LL f. Gk diabolikos (devil, -ic) 
+ -AL ] 

diab'olism, n. Sorcery; devilish conduct 

diagonal 

or nature; belief in or worship of the 
devil, [f. Gk diabolos devil + -ism ] 

diab'olize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Make into, re¬ 
present as, a devil, [as prec. +-IZE] 

diab'olo (or di-), n. Game With two- 
headed top & sticks, [fancy formation] 

diachron'lic (-k-), a. (Of the approach to 
the study of a subject, esp. linguistics) 
historical (opp. synchronic, which seeks to 
describe it as it is found to exist). Hence 
~icAL, ~ist'ic, diach'ronous (-k-), aa. 
[dia- + Gk khronos time + -ic ] 

diach'ylon, -hylum, (-k-), -ulum, n. 
Sticking-plaster of litharge, olive oil, & 
water, on linen. [ME, f. OF diaculon etc. 
or LL diachylon f. Gk dia khulon by juices ] 

diac'onal, a. Of a deacon, [f. LL dia- 
conalis (deacon, -al)] 

diac'onate, n. Office of, one’s time as, 
deacon; deacons. [f. LL (-tus), as 

DEACON, -ATE1] 

diacrit'ical, a. Distinguishing, distinc¬ 
tive, esp. ~ marks used to indicate different 
sounds of a letter, accents, diaeresis, 
cedilla, etc.; capable of seeing distinc¬ 
tions. [f. Gk T>lA(kritikos see critic) -f -al] 

diactin'ic, a. Transmitting, transparent 
to, the actinic rays, [di-3, Gk aktis -inos 
ray, -ic] 

diadel'phous, a. (bot.). With stamens 
united in two bundles (cf. monadelphous, 
poly adelphous). [di-3, Gk adelphos 
brother] 

di'adem, n. Crown, or plain or jewelled 
fillet, as badge of sovereignty; wreath of 
leaves or flowers worn round head; 
sovereignty; crowning distinction or 
glory. Hence ~ed2 (-md) a. [ME, f. OF 
diademe f. L f. Gk dia(dema f. deb bind, 
-M)] 

diaer'esis, n. (pi. -eses). Mark (as in 
aerate) over second of two vowels indica¬ 
ting that they are not one sound. [LL, 
f. Gk diairesis (Di-3, haireo take) separa¬ 
tion] 

diagnose' (-z), v.t. Determine from 
symptoms the nature of (a disease), [f. 
foil.] 

diagnoses, n. (pi. -oses). Identification of 
disease by means of patient’s symptoms 
etc., formal statement of this; classi¬ 
fication of person’s character, assignment 
of species etc. [f. Gk (dia-, gignosko 
recognize)] 

diagnostic, a. & n. Of, assisting, dia¬ 
gnosis; (n.) symptom. Hence ~ics n., 
~ICALLY adv., ~I'CIAN (-shn) n. [f. Gk 
m\(gnbstikos f. gnostos known, prec., -ic)] 

diag'onal, a. & n. (Straight line) joining 
two non-adjacent angles of rectilineal 
figure or solid contained by planes; 
obliquely placed like the ~ of a parallelo¬ 
gram (~ row or ~, as of the squares of 
the same colour on chess-board); inclined 
at other than a right angle, having some 
part so inclined (~ cloth or ~, twilled 

For compounds of de- not given consult de-. 
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■with ridges oblique to the lists). Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. L diagonalis f. Gk DlA(grd?iios 
f. gonia angle), -ax ] 

di'agram, n. (Geom.) figure made of lines 
used in proving etc.; sketch showing the 
features of an object needed for exposi¬ 
tion ; symbolic representation, by lines, 
of process, force, etc. Hence or cogn. 
diagrammat'ic a., diagrammat'icALLY 
adv., diagramm'atizE(l) v.t. [f. F 
diagramme or L f. Gk kia{gramma -atos 
f. grapho write, -M)] 

di'agraph (-ahf), n. Instrument for 
drawing projections, enlarging maps, etc., 
mechanically, [f. F diagraphe (prec., 
-graph) ] 

di'al, n., & v.t. & i. (-11-). 1. (Usu. swn-~) 
instrument showing hour by sun’s shadow 
on graduated plate; (also —plate) face 
of clock or watch; plate in steam-gauge, 
gas-meter, etc., on which pressure, con¬ 
sumption, etc., are indicated by index- 
-finger; (si) face. 2. vb. Measure, indicate, 
(as) with ~; (automatic telephony) mako 
a call by moving disc from successive 
numbers or letters to fixed point and 
letting it return, ring up (number etc.) 
thus. [ME, f. med. L dicdis f. L dies day; 
ult. hist, obsc.] 

di'alect, n. Form of speech peculiar to a 
district, class, or person, subordinate 
variety of a language with distinguishable 
vocabulary, pronunciation, or idioms. 
Hence dialec'tAX a., dialec'talxY2 adv., 
dialectOL'OGY, dialectox'OGiST, nn. [f. 
F dialecle or L f. Gk dialcklos f. DlAlegornai 
converse] 

dialectic1, n. (often in ph). Art of 
investigating the truth of opinions, 
testing of truth by discussion, logical 
disputation; (Mod. Philos.; not in pi.) 
criticism dealing with metaphysical con¬ 
tradictions & their solutions. So dia- 
lectl'ciAN (-shn) n. [f. OF dialectigue or 
L f. Gk dudektike (tekhne art) of debate 
(prec., -ic)] 

dialectic2, a. & n. Logical, of disputa¬ 
tion ; (person) skilled in critical inquiry 
by discussion; = dialectuI. [f. L or Gk 
dialektikos (-ic)l 

dialec'txcal, a. = dialectic2 (adj.); = 
diaxf.ctgZ ; belonging to dialectic 1 in 
mod.-philos. sense. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[ - AL ] 

dialo'gic, a. In, of, dialogue, [f. LL 
dialogicus (dialogue, -ic)] 

dial'ogist, n. Speaker in, writer of, 
dialogue, [f. LL f. Gk dialogistes (foil., 
-1ST)] 

dialogue (-<5g), n. Conversation; piece 
of written work in conversational form, 
this kind of composition (written in ~); 
the conversational part in a novel. [ME, 
f. OF dialoge f. L f. Gk dialogos (dia- 
Icgomai converse)] 

dial'ysis, n. (pi. -yses). Parting of colloid 
from crystalloid parts of mixture by 
filtration through parchment floating in 

37 diapason 

water. Hence di'alyse (-z) v.t. [f. Gk 
dia(lusis f. lud loose)] 

dialyt'ic, a. (chem.). Of, by, dialysis, [f. 
Gk mA(lutikos f. lulos loosed f. luo loose, 
-ic)] 

diamagnet'lic, a. & n. Tending to lie E. 
& W., across the magnetic axis, when 
suspended freely & acted on by magnet¬ 
ism; of ~ie bodies or diamagnetism; a 
~ic body or substance. Hence ~ically 

adv.,_diamag'netizE(3) v.t. [dia-] 
diamag'netism, n. Diamagnetic tend¬ 
ency; the diamagnetic branch of mag¬ 
netism. [DIA-J 

diamante (deamahh'ta), a. & n. (Ma¬ 
terial) scintillating with powdered crystal 
etc. [F, see diamond] 

diamantif'erous, a.. Diamond-yielding. 
[f. F diamant diamond, -i-, -ferous] 

diam'etier, n. Straight line passing from 
side to side of any body or geom. figure 
through centre (with special geom. 
applications for curves), transverse 
measurement, width, thickness; unit of 
linear measurement of magnifying-power 
(lens magnifying 2000 ~ers). So ~rAL a., 
~ralLY2 adv. [f. OF diametre f. L f. Gk 
m&metros (gramme, line) measuring across 
f. metron measure] 

diamet'rical, a. Of, along, a diameter, 
diametral; (of opposition, difference, etc.) 
direct, complete, like that between 
opposite ends of diameter. Hence ~ly2 
adv. [f. Gk dianietrikos (prec., -ic) +-AL] 

di'amond, n., a., & v.t. 1. Colourless or 
tinted precious stone of pure carbon 
crystallized in octahedrons & allied 
forms, harder than any other known 
substance (cut into table, rose, & 
brilliant2; Bristol, Cornish, etc., ~, 
kinds of rock crystal; black da.rk- 
-coloured ~, coal; rough ~, not yet cut, 
person of intrinsic worth but rough 
manners; ~ cut ~, of persons well 
matched in wit or cunning). 2. Glittering 
particle or point. 3. (Usu. glazier’s or 
cutting ~) tool with small ~ for glass- 
-cutting. 4. Figure shaped like section of 
~, rhomb (~ panes, small panes so shaped 
set in lead), playing'-card bearing this (~s, 
the suit; a small ~, one of lower cards). 
5. A printing type. 6. ~-baek, kinds of 
moth & turtle; ~ cement, for setting ~s; 
~-drill, set with ~s for boring hard sub¬ 
stance; ~-field, tract yielding ~s; — 
■point, ~-tipped stylus used in engraving, 
(usu. pi.) place where two lines or rails 
intersect obliquely; ~-snake, Australian 
python; ~ wedding, 60th anniversary; 
hence ~iF'EROUS a., ~-wise adv. 7. adj. 
Made of, set with,~ or~s, rhomb-shaped. 
8. v.t. Adorn with ~s, dewdrops, etc. 
[ME & OF diamant f. med. L diamas 
■manl- var. of L f. Gk adamas adamant] 

Dian'a, n. Horsewoman, lady who hunts; 
woman bent on remaining single. [L, 
goddess of hunting & chastity ] 

diapas'on (-zn), n. Combination of notes 

6313 
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or parts in harmonious whole; melody, 
strain, esp. grand swelling burst of 
harmony; compass of voice or instru¬ 
ment; range, scope; fixed standard of 
musical pitch; open, slopped, ~, two chief 
foundation-stops in organ. [L, f. Gk dla 

pason (khordon) through all (strings) f. 
pas all] 

di'aper, n., & v.t, Linen fabric with small 
diamond pattern; baby’s napkin of this; 
sanitary towel; ornamental design of 
diamond reticulation for panels, walls, 
etc. (vb, decorate with this). [ME, f. 
OF diapre f. med. L f. Byzant. Gk 
diaspros adj. f. DIA-, aspros white] 

diaph'anous, a. Transparent, [f. med. L 
diaphanus f. Gk viA(phanes -showing f. 
phaino show) + -OUS ] 

diaphoret'Ic, a. & n. (Drug, treatment) 
productive of perspiration, [f. LL f. Gk 
diapliorctikos f. T>iA{phoreO carry f. pherd), 
-ETIC] 

di'aphragm (-dm), n. Muscular Sc 
tendinous partition separating thorax 
from abdomen in mammals; partition 
in shellfish, plant tissues, & various 
instruments, esp., in optics, telephony, & 
wireless, disc pierced with circular hole. 
So diaphragmatic a. [ME, f. LL f. Gk 
dia(phragma -atos f. phrasso hedge in, -M)] 

di'akchy (-Id), dy-, n. Government by 
two independent authorities, esp. the 
reformed Indian constitution started in 
1921. [Dl-2, Gk archorule; dy - less correct] 

dl'arlst, n. One who keeps a diary. Hence 
diaris'tio a. [diary +-ist] 

di'arize, -ise (-iz), v.i. & t. Keep, enter 
in, a diary, [diary, -IZE ] 

diarrhoe'|a (-rea), n. Excessive evacua¬ 
tion of too fluid faeces. Hence ~'al, ~ic, 

aa. [f. LL f. Gk mktxrhoia f. rheo flow)] 
di'ary, n. Daily record of events, journal; 

book prepared for keeping this in; 
calendar with daily memoranda esp. for 
persons of a particular profession. Hence 
diar'iAia. [f. I, diariurn (dies day, -ary1)] 

Dias'pora, n. The dispersion (of the 
Jews). [Gk, f. DlA(spora f. speiro scatter)] 

di'astase, n. (chem.). A ferment con¬ 
verting starch to glucose, important in 
digestion. So diastat'ic, (irreg.) -as'ic, 
aa. [F, f. Gk diastasis separation (dia-, 

histemi set)] 
dias'tole, n. Dilatation of heart or artery 
alternating with systole, & with it 
forming pulse (systole & ~ often fig. of 
reaction, fluctuation, etc.). [LL f. Gk, f. 
mA(stelld send)] 

diatess'arbn, n. Harmony of the four 
gospels, [f. LL f. Gk dia tessaron com¬ 
posed of four] 

diathdrm'ancy, n. diatherm'anous, 
diathermic, aa. (Having the) quality 
of transmitting radiant heat. [f. F 
diathermansie, dialhermane + - OUS, dia- 
thermique, f. Gk T>lA{thermansis f. ther- 
maino f. thermos warm)] 

di'athdrmy, n. Application of electric 

currents to produce heat in the deeper 
tissues of the body. [DIA- + Gk therme 
heat-b-Y1] 

diath'esis, n. (med.; pi. -eses). Constitu¬ 
tional predisposition, habit. [Gk, f. dia- 
(tithemi place)] 

di'atom, n. Member of genus Dialoma, 
microscopic unicellular algae found esp. 
at bottom of sea & forming fossil deposits. 
So diatomA'CEOCs (-ashws) a. [f. Gk 
viA(lcmws f. temno cut) alluding to the 
cells’ being connected in easily separable 
chains] 

diatomic, a. (chem.). Consisting of two 
atoms; having two replaceable atoms of 
hydrogen, [di-2, atom, ic] 

diatonic, a. (mus.). (Of scale) proceeding 
by notes proper to key without chromatic 
alteration; (of melodies & harmonies) 
constructed from such a scale, [f. F 
dialonique or LL f. Gk VlA{lonikos TONIC) 
with intervals of a tone] 

di'atribe, n. Piece of bitter criticism, 
invective, denunciation. [F, f. L f. Gk 
(-e) = wearing away of time, discourse, 
f. DIA(tribo rub)] 

dib, v.i. (-bb-).=DAP. [var. of dab 1, whence 
also dap] 

dibas'ic, a. (chem.). Having two bases 
or two atoms of a base, [di-2, base1] 

dibb'er, n. Instrument for dibbling, 
dibble, [f. dib, now used thus only in 
dibbing-stick] 

dib'ble, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Instrument for 
making holes in ground for seeds etc. 
2. vb. Prepare (soil) with this; sow or 
plant thus; use a ~. [ME ; perh. f. dib 
+ -IE(1), but found much earlier] 

dibs (-z), n. pi. (Child’s game with) sheep’s 
knuckle-bones; counters at cards; (si.) 
money, [prob. f. dib; cf. earlier dib- 
stones ] 

dic'ast, dicas'tery, mi. (Gk Ant.). (Mem¬ 
ber of) Athenian jury (-ery), which gave 
both verdict & sentence, [f. Gk dikasles, 
dikasterion, (dikazd I judge f. dike right)] 

dice1, n. pi. See die1. 
dice2, v.i. & t. Play dice1, whence 
di' cer1 n.; gamble away at dice; 
chequer, mark with squares; (Cookery) 
cut (meat) into small squares, [f. prec.] 

dice-box, n. Box of hour-glass shape 
from which dice are thrown; ~ insulator, 
piece of porcelain so shaped supporting 
telegraph wire. 

dichldr'ide (-kl-), n. (Now usu. chem. 
form of) bichloride, [di-2] 

dichog'amous (-k-), a. (bot.). Having 
stamens & pistils that mature at differ¬ 
ent times, so that self-fertilization is 
impossible, [f. Gk dikho- asunder, -gamos 
-married] 

dichot'omly (-k-), n. Division into two; 
binary classification; (Bot. & Zool.) 
repeated bifurcation. So dlchotom'ic, 
~ous, aa., ~ist(1) n., ~ize (l, 3) v.t. & i., 
~ously2 adv., (-k-). [as prec., -tomy] 

dichro'ic (-k-), a. Showing two colours 
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(esp. of doubly refracting crystals), [f. Gk 
m-{khroos f. khros colour) + -ic ] 

dichrom'ate (-k-), n. (Now usu. chem. 
form Of) BICHROMATE. [DI-2] 

dichromat'ic (-k-), a. Two-coloured (esp. 
of animal species of which individuals 
show different colorations). [m-2+Gk 
khromalikos (khroma -alos colour, -ic) ] 

dichrom'ic (-k-), a. With only two colours 
(esp. of colour-blind vision seeing two 
of three primary colours). [Gk dikhromos 
(prec.) + -ic] 

dick1, n. (si.). Take one’s ~ that or to it, 
swear, affirm, [short for declaration] 
♦dick2, n. (si.). Detective, 
dick'ens (-z), n. (colloq.). Devil, deuce, 

[from 1598; prob. use oiDickon= Richard, 
or the surname Dickens, as alliterative 
substitute for devil] 

dick'er1, n. (commerc.). Half-score, ten, 
esp. of hides. [ME dyker f. WG *decura f. 
L decuria set of ten {decern)] 

♦dick'er2, v.i. Trade by barter, chaffer, 
haggle, [prob. f. prec. through the barter 
in skins with Indians ] 

dick'y1, -ey, n. (colloq. & si.). Donkey; 
(also ’—-bird) small bird; false shirt- 
-front; pinafore or apron; driver’s seat; 
II servant’s seat at back of carriage, 
[some senses f. the male name] 

II dick'y2, a. (si.). Unsound, shaky, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

dicotyled'on, n. Flowering plant with 
two cotyledons. Hence~ousa. [DI-2] 

dic'taphone, n. Machine recording, for 
subsequent reproduction in type, what 
is spoken into it. [P, f. foil. +phone 1 ] 

dic'tate1, n. Authoritative direction (usu. 
of reason, conscience, nature, etc.; often 
pi.), [f. L diclatum neut. p.p. see foil.] 

dictate'2, v.t. & i. Say or read aloud 
(matter to be written down, often to 
writer; also abs.); prescribe, lay down 
authoritatively, (terms, thing to be done; 
of person, also of motive etc.); lay down 
the law, give orders, {will not be to). 
So dictA'TioN n. [f. L dictare frequent, of 
dicere diet- say, -ate3] 

dictat'or, n. Absolute ruler, usu. tem¬ 
porary or irregular, of a State, esp. one 
who suppresses or succeeds a democratic 
government; person with absolute autho¬ 
rity in any sphere; one who dictates to 
writer. Hence ~seir, dictat'rESS1, nn. 
[ME ; L (prec., -or)] 

dictatdr'ial, a. Of dictator; imperious, 
overbearing. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L 
dictatorius f. prcc. + -al] 

dic'tion, n. Wording & phrasing, verbal 
style, [f. F, or L dictio {dicere diet- say, 
-ION)] 

dictionary (-sho-), n. Book dealing, usu. 
in alphabetical order, with the words of a 
language or of some special subject, 
author, etc., wordbook, lexicon, {French- 
-English etc. ~, of French etc. words with 
English etc. explanation; ~ of archi¬ 
tecture or the Bible, Shakespeare ~, etc.); 

die 
walking or living ~, well-informed 
person; ~ English, style, etc., over- 
-correct, pedantic, [f. med. L dlctionarium 
(prec., -ary1)] 

dictograph (-ahf), n. Apparatus repro¬ 
ducing in one room the sounds made in 
another, loud-speaking internal telephone. 
[P, irreg. f. foil. +-graph] 

dictum, n. (pi. -a, -urns). Formal saying, 
pronouncement; (Law) judge’s expres¬ 
sion of opinion not having legal validity; 
maxim, current saying. [L, neut. p.p. 
of dicere say] 

did. See no *. 
didac't|ic (or di-), a. Meant to instruct; 
having the manner of a teacher. Hence 
~ically adv., ~iciSM n. [f. Gk didakllkos 
{didasko teach)] 

did'apper, n. Small diving water-fowl, 
[for dive-dapper f. earlier divedap f. OE 
clufedoppa (dufan dive +doppa cf. dip)] 

did'dle, v.t. (si.). Cheat, swindle, [perk, 
back formation f. Jeremy Diddler in 
Kenney’sRaising the Wind, 1803] 

didgeridoo', -ydoo', n. Australian 
aboriginal musical instrument of tubular 
shape, [native] 

♦did'o, n. (colloq.). (pi. -oes). Antic, 
caper, prank (esp. in phr. cut {up) —es). 
[orig. unkn. ] 

didst. 2 sing, past of do L 
didym'ium, n. (chem.). A rare metal, [f. 
Gk didumos twin-t--iUM (from its being 
always found with lanthanum)] 

die1, n. (pi. dice, ~s). 1. (PI. dice) small 
cube with faces bearing 1-6 spots used 
in games of chance; dice, game played 
with these; the —> is cast, course irre¬ 
vocably decided; upon the at stake; 
as straight, true, as a —. 2. (PI. —s); 
(Archit.) plinth, cubic part of pedestal 
between base & cornice; engraved stamp 
for coining, striking medal, embossing 
paper, etc.; —’-sinker, engraver of ~s. 
[ME & OF de f. L datum neut. p.p. of 
dare give; sp. dice as in mice, ice] 

die2, v.i. {dy’ing). Cease to live, expire, 
{of illness, hunger, etc., by violence, the 
sword, one’s own hand, from wound etc., 
through neglect, on scaffold, at the stake, 
in battle, for friend, cause, etc., in 
poverty; ~ a beggar, martyr; ~ a glorious, 
dog's, death', — the death,, be put to death, 
arch, or jocular; ~ game, fighting, not 
tamely; ~ hard, not without struggle; 
~ in one’s bed, of age or illness, in one’s 
boots or shoes, by violence, in harness, 
while still at work, in last ditch, desper¬ 
ately defending something; never say ~, 
not give in, keep up courage); (Bibl.) suffer 
as in death (I ~ daily), suffer spiritual 
death, —> unto, escape thraldom of (sin); 
be dying for, to do, have great desire; ~ 
of laughing, laugh to exhaustion; (of 
plants etc.) lose vital force, decay; come 
to an end, cease to exist, go out, dis¬ 
appear, be forgotten, fade away, (of 
flame, fame, sound, etc.; secret ~s with 
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one; often away, down, off, out); <—-away 
adj., languishing; ~-hard, person who 
dies hard or resists compulsion etc. to 
the last, obstinate politician etc.; II Die- 
-hards, 57th Regiment of Foot. [ME 
deghen, prob. f. ON deyja = OS doian, 
OHG touwan, f. Gmc *daivjan; cf. dead] 

dielec'tric, a. & n. Insulating (medium 
or substance), non-conductive, non¬ 
conductor. [di-3 -{-electric = through 
which electricity is transmitted (without 
conduction)] 

dies'el (dez-), n. (attrib.). ~ engine, type 
of oil-engine invented by Dr R. D~ of 
Munich (d. 1913), in which ignition of fuel 
is produced by the heat of air suddenly 
compressed, [person] 

di'es (-z) ir'ae n. Day of Judgement; 
Latin hymn beginning so. [L, = day of 
wrath] 

di'es (-z) ndn, n. (Law) day on which no 
legal business is done; (transf.) day that 
does not count or cannot be used. [L, 
short for ~ juridicus non-judicial day] 

di'et1, n., & v.t. 1. Way of feeding; 
prescribed course of food, regimen, 
whence dieti'tian, -i'cian, (-shn), n., 
one versed in or practising dietetics 
(prop, -ician, after physician); one’s habi¬ 
tual food. 2. v.t. Feed (person, oneself) 
on special food as medical regimen or 
punishment. [ME, f. OF diete{r) f. L f. Gk 
diaita way of life] 

di'et2, n. Conference, congress, on 
national or international business; meet¬ 
ing of the estates of the realm or con¬ 
federation (esp. as Engl, name for foreign 
parliamentary assemblies). [ME, f. med. 
L dieta day’s work, assembly, etc.; prob. 
f. diaita diet1 confused with dies day] 

di'etary, n. & a. (Course) of diet; allow¬ 
ance or character of food in large institu¬ 
tions. [ME f. med. L diaetarium (diet1, 
-ARY1)] 

dietet'lic, a. Of diet. Hence ~ics n., 
'—'ICA.LLY adv. [f. LL f. Gk diaitetikos 
DIET1, -IC) ] 

dif-, pref. = dis- beforo /in L wds. Repr. 
in OF by de- (mod. F di-), which occas. 
survives in E, as in defer, defy. 

diff'er, v.i. Be unlike; be distinguishable 
from-, be at variance, disagree, {from, 
with, or abs.; agree to ~, give up attempt 
to convince each other). [ME differre f. 
OF differer f. L diF{ferre bear, tend), all 
used in senses (a) differ, (b) defer; in E, 
sense (b) was differentiated as defer1 
esp. since 1500] 

diff'erence, n., & v.t. Being different, 
dissimilarity, non-identity (distinction 

without ~); point in which things differ; 
quantity by which amounts differ, 
remainder after subtraction, (split the 
~, come to compromise); change in 
price of stocks etc. between certain dates 
{pay, meet, the ~); disagreement in 
opinion, dispute, quarrel; characteristic 
mark distinguishing individual or species. 

diffract 

differentia (vb, servo as distinguishing 
mark of, differentiate); make a ~ between, 
treat differently; it makes a great ~, is 
important. [ME, f. OF difference f. L 
differentia (foil., -ence)] 

different, a. Not the same, unlike, of 
other nature, form, or quality, {from, to, 
than, all used by good writers past and 
present, than chiefly where a prep, is 
inconvenient). Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF different f. L different- part. st. (differ, 

-ENT)] 

differen'tia (-shia), n. (pi. -ae). Distin¬ 
guishing mark, esp. of species within a 
genus. [L, see difference] 

differencial (-shl), a. & n. 1. Of, ex¬ 
hibiting, depending on, a difference (~ 
duties, charges, tariff, that differ according 
to circumstances). 2. Constituting a 
specific difference, distinctive, relating 
to specific differences (~ diagnosis). 3. 
(Phys., Mech.) concerning the difference 
of two or more motions, pressures, etc. 
(~ gear, or ~ as n., gear enabling car’s 
hind-wheels to rovolve at different speeds 
in rounding corners). 4. n. (Math.) infini¬ 
tesimal difference between consecutive 
values of continuously varying quantity 
(~ calculus, method of calculating this); 
difference in wage between industries or 
between skilled & unskilled workers in 
same industry. Hence ~ly2 (-sho-) adv. 
[f. mod. L differentialis (difference, -al)] 

differen'ti|ate (-shl-), v.t. & i. Constitute 
the difference between, of, or in; develop 
(t. & i.) into unlikeness, specialize, 
(species, organs, functions, synonyms); 
discriminate, discriminate between. 
Hence ~a'tion (-si-) n. [f. difference; 
see -ate3] 

diff'ieile (-el), a. Unaccommodating, 
exigent, hard to deal with, persuade, etc. 
[F] 

difficult, a. Hard to do or practise, 
troublesome, perplexing, (often ~ of 
access, to answer, etc.); = prec. [back 
formation f. foil.] 

difficultly, n. Being hard to do (with 
~V, often as adv. = not easily) or obscure; 
something hard or obscure; hindrance; 
embarrassment of affairs, esp. want of 
money; reluctance, demur, objection, 
{make ~ies, be unaccommodating). [ME, 
f. OF difficulte or L vufficultas = facultas 
FACULTY) ] 

diff'idence, n. Self-distrust, excessive 
modesty, shyness, [f. (obs.) F, or L 
diffidentia (foil., -ence)] 

diff'ident, a. Wanting in self-confidence, 
bashful. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L mz{fidere 
trust), -ent] 

diff'luence, n., diff'luent, a., (-lob-). 
Flowing apart, becoming fluid; deli¬ 
quescence, deliquescent, [f. L dif{fluere 
flow), -ENT, -ENCE ] 

diffract', v.t. (opt.). (Of edge of opaque 
body) break up (beam of light) into 
series of dark and light bands or coloured 
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spectra. So diffrac'tiON n, dlffrac'tivE 
a., diffrac'tiveLY2 (-vl-) adv. [f. L 
~DT$(fringere = frangere fracl- break)] 

diffuse'1 (-s), a. Spread out, diffused, not 
concentrated, (of light, inflammation, 
etc.); not concise, long-winded. Hence 
~ly2 (-si-) adv.,~NESS(-sn-) n. [ME, f. OF 
diffus or L mv(fundere fus- pour)] 

diiTusle'2 (-z), v.t. & i. Seud forth, shed 
abroad, (light, particles, heat, geniality, 
knowledge, rumour); (Phys.) intermingle 
(t. & i. of gases or fluids) by diffusion, 
whence ~'ible (-z-) a., ~iBii/iTY (-z-) n. 
Hence or cogn. diffu'siON (-zhn) n., ~'ive 
(-s-) a., ~'iveLY2 (-slvl-) adv., ~'ivet!ESS 
n. [f. L diffus- see prec.] 

dig, v.t. & i. (dug, formerly also ~ged; 
-gg-), & n. 1. Use spade or mattock, 
claws, hands, or snout, in excavating or 
turning over ground; make research (for 
information, into author etc.); make way 
by ~ging into, through, under; excavate or 
turn up (ground) with spade etc.; make 
(hole etc.) by ~ging (~ a pit for, fig., try to 
entrap); get by ~ging (potatoes); thrust 
(spurs, one’s nails, feet, point of weapon) 
into something or in; poke (person in the 
ribs); ~ (-self, -selves, or abs.) in, prepare 
defensive trench or pit; ~ out, get, find, 
make, by ~ging; ~ up, break up (fallow 
land). 2. n. Piece of ~ging; (colloq.) 
archaeological excavation; thrust, poke, 
(esp. in the ribs', also fig. ~ at, remark 
directed against). [14th c. digge; deriv. 
f. OE dician (f. dike) presents phono¬ 
logical, connexion w. F diguer semantic, 
difficulties ] 

digamm'a, n. Sixth letter (F in sound = 
w) of original Gk alphabet, later disused, 
but important in philology from corre¬ 
spondences with cognate languages. [L 
f. Gk (di-2, gamma, i.e. double gamma (f) 
from its shape) ] 

dig'amly, n. Taking, having, a second 
spouse. Hence or cogn. ~ist(1) n., ~ous 
a. [f. LL f. Gk m'Xgamia f. -gamos 
-married)] 

digas'tric, a. & n. (anat.). With two 
swelling ends (of muscles); muscle of 
lower jaw. [di-2, Gk gaster -tr- belly, -10] 

di'gest1, n. Methodical compendium or 
summary, esp. of a body of laws (the D~, 
that compiled by order of Justinian); 
periodical synopsis of current literature 
or news. [ME, f. L digesta neut. pi. p.p. 
see foil. ] 

digest'2, v.t. & i. Reduce into systematic 
form, classify; summarize; think over, 
arrange in the mind; prepare (food) in 
stomach and bowels for assimilation 
(intr. of food, admit of digestion; ~s 
icell, will not ~); (of drugs, wine, etc.) 
promote digestion of; assimilate (con¬ 
quered territory etc.); brook, endure, be 
reconciled to, (insult, opinion); get men¬ 
tal nourishment from. Hence ~ible a., 
~Ibil'ity n., ~ibi.Y2 adv. [ME, f. L 
Bll(gerere gest- carry) sort] 

diges'ter, n. In vbl senses; esp. in 
cookery, stock-pot (cf. foil.), [-er1] 

dlges'tion (-schon), n. Digesting (hard, 
easy, of ~) of physical or mental food; 
pow'er of digesting (a good, weak, ~); long 
steeping in hot fluid to extract essence, 
stewing. [ME, f. OF f. L digestionem 
(DIGEST2, -ION)] 

diges'tlve, a. & n. Of, promoting, 
digestion; substance aiding digestion; 
ointment to promote suppuration. Hence 
~ly2 (-vl-) adv. [ME, f. OF (-if, -ive), f. 
LL digestivvs (DIGEST2, -ive)] 

digg'er ( -g-), n. In vbl senses; also or 
esp.: (also gold-~) one -who digs or searches 
for gold in gold-fields; (si.) Australian; 
Z»~s, N.- Amer. Indians living on roots; 
digging-part of various machines; (also 
~-wasp) division of Hymenoplera. [-EK1] 

digg'ing (-g-), n. In vbl senses; also or 
esp.: (pi., occas. a ~s) mine or goldfield; 
II (pi., colloq., also abbr. digs) lodgings. 
[-ING 1 ] 

dight (dit), v.t. (arch., & chiefly in p.p. 
dighl). Clothe, array, adorn; make ready. 
[OE dihtan f. L dietare dictate, = OHG 
tihton, ON dikta; obs. in 18th c., revived 
by Scott etc. ] 

di'git, n. Finger or toe (joc., or in zool. 
or anat.); finger’s breadth; any numeral 
from 0 to 9; (Astron.) twelfth part of 
sun’s or moon’s diameter (in measuring 
eclipse). So~ALa. [ME, f. L digitus] 

digital'is, n. Medicine prepared from fox¬ 
glove. [L, naming the foxglove (1542) 
after its G name fingerhut thimble 
(digit, -al)] 

di'gitate, -ated, a. (zool., bot.). With 
divided fingers or toes; with deep radiat¬ 
ing divisions. Hence digitA'TiON n., 
digita'to- comb. form. [f. L digitatus 
(DIGIT, -ATE2)] 

di'gitigrade, a. (zool.). Walking on toes, 
not touching ground with heel, (cf. 
plantigrade). [F (L digitus, -I-, -gradus 
-walking) ] 

dig'nifly, v.t. Make worthy; confer 
dignity upon, ennoble; make stately 
(p.p., marked by dignity, self-respecting, 
stately); speak of by high-flown title 
(school ~ied with name of college), [f. OF 
dignifier f. LL dignifteare (dignus worthy, 
-FY)] 

dig'nitary, n. Person holding high office, 
esp. ecclesiastical, [f. foil. + -ary1] 

dig'nity, n. True worth, excellence, (the 
~ of labour)-, high estate or estimation 
(beneath one’s ~, unfit for one to do); 
honourable office, rank, or title; eleva¬ 
tion of manner, proper stateliness; ~ 
ball, Negro public dance (from its elaborate 
formality). [ME & OF dignete f. L 
dignitatem (dignus worthy, -ty) ; cf. 
dainty] 

dig'raph, n. Group of two letters express¬ 
ing one sound, as ch, ea. [di-2, Gk graphs 
writing] 

digress' (or di-), v.i. Diverge from the 
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track, stray; depart from or from tho 
main subject temporarily in speech or 
writing. Hence or cogn. digre'ssiON 
(-shn) n., ~ryE a. [f. L ml(gredi = gradi 
walk gress-) ] 

dihed'ral, a. Having or contained by two 
plane faces; ~ angle, (esp.) angle formed 
by wing pairs of an aeroplane, [f. Dl-2 + 
Gk hedra seat, base, +-AL (1)] 

dike, dyke, n., & v.t. 1. Ditch; H natural 
watercourse; II low wall esp. of turf; em¬ 
bankment, long ridge, dam, against 
flooding, esp. those in Holland against 
sea; causeway; (fig.) barrier, obstacle, 
defence; (Mining & Geol.) fissure in 
stratum filled -with deposited matter, 
this matter; || —"reeve, officer in charge of 
drains, sluices, & sea-banks, of fen dis¬ 
trict. 2. v.t. Provide, defend, with ~(s). 
[ME, f. ON dik & MLG dik dam, MDu. 
dijc ditch, dam; see ditch] 

dilapidate, v.t. & i. Bring, come, into 
disrepair or decay (building, furniture, 
clothing, estate, fortune), [f. L Dl1- 

(lapidare f. lapis stone) squander; the E 
sense based on a peculiarly E application 
of the L] 

dilapidation, n. Squandering; bringing 
or coming into, being in, disrepair; II sum 
charged against incumbent etc. for wear 
& tear during his tenancy; falling away 
of cliffs etc., debris resulting. [ME, f. LL 
dilapidatio (prec., -ation)] 

dilatle' (dl-, dl-), v.t. & i. Make or become 
wider or larger, expand, widen, enlarge, 
(with—ed eyes), whence ~'able a.,~auiL'- 

ity n., dilatA'TiON (& irreg. dilation) n.; 
expatiate, speak or write at large (usu. 
upon). [ME, f. OF dilaler f. L Pl1(latare f. 
latus wide) ] 

dilat'or, n. (anat.). (Also ~ muscle) 
muscle that dilates an organ (of. con¬ 

strictor). [irreg. for les3 used dilatator; 
see prec., -on] 

dil'atorly, a. Tending to, designed to 
cause, given to, delay. Hence ~Ily2 

adv., ~iNESS n. [f. LL dilatorius (Dl llat- 
p.p. st. of differre defer1, -ory)] 

dilcmm'a (or dl-), n. Argument forcing 
opponent to choose one of two alterna¬ 
tives (horns of the ~) both unfavourable to 
him; position that leaves only a choice 
between equal evils. So dilemmat'ic a. 
[LL, f. Gk di\lemma -atos assumption f. 
root of lambano take, -M)] 

dilettan'lte, n. (pi. -ti, pr. -to) & a. 
1. Lover of the fine arts; amateur; 
smatterer, one who toys with subject or 
concentrates on nothing; hence ~tiSH1 a., 
~tlSM(l) n. 2. adj. Trifling, not thorough, 
amateur. [It., f. dilcttare f. L deledare 
DELIGHT, -ANT] 

dil'igence1, n. Persistent effort or work; 
industrious character. [ME, f. OF (dili¬ 
gent, -ence)] 

dil'igence2 (occas. delezhahns'), n. 
Foreign public stage-coach. [F, as prec. ] 

dil'igent, a. Hard-working, steady in 

diminish 

application, industrious, attentive to 
duties. Hence~LY2 adv. [ME,f. OF, f. L 
Di 1(ligere led- = legere choose) love, take 
delight in, -ENT] 

dill, n. Umbelliferous annual yellow- 
-flowered herb. [OE dile, OS dilli, OHG 
tilli, ON dylla, of unkn. orig.] 

dill'y-dally, v.i. (colloq.). Vacillate; 
loiter, [redupl. of dally ] 

dil'uent (or -ob-), a. & n. Diluting (agent); 
(substance) increasing proportion of 
water in the blood etc. [f. L diluere 
DILUTE2, -ENT] 

dil'ute1, a. Weakened by addition of 
water; (of colour) washed-out, faded; 
(fig.) watery, watered down. [f. L dilutus 
p.p. see foil.] 

dilute'2, v.t. Reduce strength of (fluid) by 
adding water; diminish brilliance of 
(colour); water down (doctrine, zeal); 
~ labour, substitute a proportion of 
women or unskilled men (dilutees') for 
skilled men. So dilu'tiON (-ob-) n. [f. L 
Di((?tere lut- wash) ] 

dilu'vial (-ob-, -u-), a. 1. Of a flood, esp. 
of the Flood in Genesis. 2. (Geol.) ~ 
theory, changes, etc., depending on general 
deluge or catastrophic water-action, 
whence ~ist(2) n.; of the drift formation 
now called Glacial Drift, [f. LL diluvialis 
(diluvium DELUGE, -AL)] 

dim, a., & v.i. & t. (-mm-). 1. Faintly 
luminous or visible; not bright, clear, or 
v,-ell-defined; obscure; seeing or seen, 
hearing or heard, apprehending or 
apprehended, indistinctly; take a ~ view 
of (colloq.), regard with pessimism; hence 
~'ly2 adv., ~m'isn1 (2) a., ~'ness n. 2. 
vb. Become or make~, becloud, outshine. 
[OE dim(m), ON dimmr, cogn. w. OHG 

timbar, of unkn. orig. ] 
♦dime, n. Silver coin, 1/10 of dollar (~ 
novel, cheap shocker), [obs. sense tithe, 
f. OF disme f. L decima fern, of decimus 
tenth] 
dimen'sion (-shn), n. Measurable ex¬ 
tent of any kind, as length, breadth, 
thickness, area, volume, (usu. pi.; of 
great ~s, very large); the three —s, length, 
breadth, & thickness (point has no ~s, 
line one, surface two, body three; fourth 
in math, speculations, property of 
matter that should be to solids as solids 
are to planes); (Alg.) number of unknown 
quantities contained as factors in a 
product (xz, x2y, xyz, all of three ~s). 
Hence ~al, ~less, aa., (-sho-). [ME, f. 
OF f. L ml(mensionem f. metiri inensus 
measure, -ION)] 

dim'erous, a. (hot., entom.). With two 
parts. [DI-2, -MEROUS] 

dim'eter, n. Verse of two measures 
(measure in some metres has one foot, in 
others two), [f. LL f. Gk m2(metros f. 
metron measure) ] 

dimid'iate, a. Halved, split in two. [f. L 
(-diare) f. di (midium f. medius mid), -ate2 ] 

dimin'ish, v.t. & i. Make or become. 
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actually or in appearance, less (hide one’s 
~ed head, i.e. reduced power etc.; in Mus., 
~e<2, of intervals less by a chromatic semi¬ 
tone than the full, as ~e<Z fifth etc.); 
(t. & i.); ~ed responsibility (Law), 
limitation of criminal responsibility on 
the ground of mental weakness or 
abnormality. Hence ~able a., ~xngLY2 
adv. [ME; conflation of minish & obs. 
diminue f. OF diminuer f. L di hninuere 
-minut- cf. minor less] 

dimin'fifin'do, mus. direction (abbr. dim.) 
& n. Gradually decrease loudness (cf. 
crescendo) ; gradual decrease, musical 
passage marked by it, (also fig.). [It.] 

diminu'tion, n. Diminishing, amount of 
it; (Mus.) repetition of passage in notes 
shorter than those previously used. [ME, 
f. OF f. LL di- (cl. L de-) minulionem 
(DIMINISH, -ION)] 

dimin'utive, a. & n. (Gram.) (word) de¬ 
scribing small specimen of the thing de¬ 
noted by corresponding primitive word; 
remarkably small, tiny. Hence dimin'u- 
tiv'AL a. (gram.), ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness 
(-vn-) n. [ME, f. OF f. LL di- (de-)minu- 
tiVUS (DIMINISH, -IVE)] 

dim'issory, a. Sending away; permitting 
to depart; letters ~ (EccL), bishop’s 
authorization of a candidate’s ordina¬ 
tion outside his own see. [f. LL dimis- 
sorius (dimiltere send away)] 

dim'ity, n. Stout cotton fabric woven 
with raised stripes or fancy figures used 
for bedroom hangings etc. [ME, f. It. 
dimilo or f. med. L dimilum f. Gk di2(milos 
warp-thread)] 

dimdrph'ic, dimorph'ous, aa. (bot., 
zool., chem., mineral.). Exhibiting, oc¬ 
curring in, two distinct forms. So di- 
mdrph'is:.i(2) n. [f. Gk Bi\nwrphos f. 
morphe form) + -ic, -OUS ] 

dim'ple, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Small hollow 
esp. in cheek or chin; ripple in water, 
hollow in ground; hence dim'plY2 a. 
2. vb. Produce ~s in, show ~s. [c. 1400, 
formally corresp. to OIIG tumpfilo (G 
tvmpel) pool] 

din, n., & v.t. & i. (-nn-). 1. Continued 
confused stunning or distracting noise. 
2. vb. Assail with ~; repeat ad nauseam 
into person or person’s ears; make a 
[vb f. n., OE dyne, OHG tuni, ON dynr] 

dinar' (de-), n. Unit of currency in Iraq 
& Jugoslavia. [Arab, dinar f. L denarius ] 

dine, v.i. & t. Take dinner (~ out, away 
from home; ~ off or on, have for dinner; 
~ with Duke Humphrey, go without 
dinner—peril, w. allusion to those who 
walked during dinner-time in Duke 
Humphrey’s Walk in St Paul’s); enter¬ 
tain (persons) at dinner, (of room etc.) 
provide dining-accommodation for (some 
number); dining-room, used for meals. 
[ME, f. OF difs)ner f. Rom. *dis(je)junare 
f. dis- + LL jejunare f. jejunus fasting] 

din'er, n. One who dines; railway dining- 
-car; —out, one who often dines from 

dioecious 
home, esp. one much invited for his social 
qualities. [-ER1] 

ding-dong', adv., n., & a. (With) alter¬ 
nating strokes as of two bells (hammer 
away oi it ~; ~ race, game, etc., in which 
each has the better alternately); sound 
of bell(s); jingle of rhyme, [imit, ] 

dinghy, dingey, (dlng'gi), n. Small ship’s- 
-boa-t; small pleasure rowing-boat; air¬ 
craft’s small inflatable rubber boat, 
[orig. native rowing-boat on Indian 
rivers, f. Hind, dengi] 

dingle (dlng'gi), n. Deep dell, usu. shaded 
with trees, [orig. unkn. ] 

ding'o (-ngg-), n. (pi. ~es). Wild or half- 
-domesticated Australian dog. [native] 

din'gly (-j-), a. Dull-coloured, grimy, 
dirty-looking. Hence ~ilY2 adv., ~Iness 
n. [perh. f. DUNO + -Y2] 

II dink'um, a. & n. (Austral, dial, or si.). 
Genuine, real (~ oil, the honest truth); 
(u.) work, toil. [orig. unkn.] 

dink'y, a. (colloq.). Pretty, neat, of en¬ 
gaging appearance, [f. 16th c. Sc. dink 
trim (of unkn. orig.) +-Y2] 

dinn'er, n. Chief meal of day, whether at 
midday or evening (formal meal with 
distinct courses); public feast in honour 
of person or event; '—-bell, -hour, -time-, 
-party; ||—-jacket, tailless dress coat; 
'-'-set, of plates, dishes, etc.; ~-wagon, 
movable tray on castored legs. Hence 
*—'Less a. [ME, f. OF di(s)ner; see dine, 
-ER1] 

dino'ceras, n. Extinct elephant-sized 
ungulate mammal with three pairs of 
horns, [f. Gk deinos terrible + keras 
horn] 

dlndrn'is, n. Extinct ostrich-sized New 
Zealand flightless bird, the moa. [f. Gk 
deinos terrible +ornis bird] 

din'osaur (-or), n. Extinct gigantic 
reptile. Hence dlnosaur'lAN (-or'-) a. & 
n. [f. Gk deinos terrible +sauros lizard] 

din'othere, n. Huge extinct proboscidean 
quadruped, [f. Gk deinos terrible + therion 
wild beast ] 

dint, n., & v.t. 1. (Arch.) stroke, blow, 
(whence, mod.) by ~ of, by force or means 
of; mark made by blow' or pressure, dent. 
2. v.t. Mark with ~s, dent. [OE dynt, 
& partly f. cogn. ON dyntr; ult. orig. 
unkn. ] 

dio'cesan (-zn), a. & n. 1. Of a diocese. 
2. n. Bishop in relation to diocese or 
clergy; || member of diocese in relation to 
bishop (corresp. to parishioner). [ME, f. 
OF diocesain, LL dicecesanus (foil., -an)] 

di'ocese (-6s, -es), n. Bishop’s district. 
[ME & OF diocise f. L f. Gk ma(oikesis f. 
oikeo inhabit) administration ] 

di'ode, n. Electronic valve having two 
electrodes, [di-2, Gk hodos way] 

dioe'eious (-eshws), a. (Bot.) having the 
male & female flowers on separate plants; 
(Zool.) with the two sexes in separate 
individuals, [di-2, Gk -oikos -housed, 
-ous] 
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Dionys'ian, -iac, a. Of Dionysus, the 
Greek god of wine, or his worship. [-ian 
f. L Dionysius + -AN; -iac f. LL f. Gk 
Dionusiakos f. Dionusia the feast of 
Dionysus] 

dlop'ter, -tre (-ter), n. Refractive power 
of a lens having a focal length of one 
metre (used as unit of refractive power; 
thus a lens of +5 ~s is a positive lens 
with a focal length of 20 cm.), [f. F 
dioptre f. L f. Gk dioptra (see foil.)] 

diop'trlic, a. & n. 1. Serving as medium 
for sight, assisting sight by refraction, (~ic 
glass, lens, system); of refraction, re¬ 
fractive ; of ~ics; hence ~ically adv. 
2. n. Unit of refractive power, power of 
lens with focal distance one metre; (pi.) 
part of optics dealing with refraction (cf. 
catoptrics), [f. Gk dioptrikos f. m3(optra 
f. op- see+instr. suf. -Ira) optical instru¬ 
ment, -ic] 

diora'ma (-rah-), n. Spectacular painting 
in which, by changes in the colour & 
direction of light thrown on or through 
it, effects of such natural processes as 
sunrise are produced. Hence (irreg.) 
dioram'ic a. [di-3, Gk horama -atos 
(horao see, -M)] 

diox'ide, n. (chem.). Oxide formed by 
combination of two atoms of oxygen 
with one of metal or non-metal (carbon ~ 
etc.), [di-2] 

dip1, v.t. & i. (-pp-). 1. Put or let dowu 
into liquid, immerse, (~ one’s pen in gall, 
write bitterly); dye thus; make (candles) 
by immersing wick in hot tallow; wash 
(sheep) in vermin-killing liquid; take up 
(liquid, grain, etc.) in scoop, pan, etc. 
2. Lower (flag, sail, scale of balance) for 
a moment. 3. Involve in debt (colloq.). 
4. Go under water & emerge quickly; 
put hand, ladle, etc., into to take some¬ 
thing out (~ into one’s purse etc., spend 
freely); go below any surface or level 
(sun ~s below horizon; bird ~s & rises in 
flight; scale ~s). 5. Extend downwards; 
have downward slope (esp. of magnetic 
needle, & of strata; —'ping-needle, one so 
mounted as to measure magnetic dip). 
6. Make investigations (~ deep into the 
future): look cursorily or skippingly into 
(book). [OE dyppan f. Gmc *dupjan 
cogn. w. PEEP] 

dip2, n. 1. A dipping (see prec.); quantity 
dipped up; (colloq.) bathe in sea etc.; 
amount of submergence. 2. (Astron., 
Surv.) apparent depression of horizon 
due to observer’s elevation; angle made 
by magnetic needle with horizon. 3. 
Downward slope of stratum; depression 
of skyline etc. 4. Tallow candle. 5. 
Washing-preparation for sheep etc. 6. ~- 
-needle, = dipping-needle (see prec.); ~- 
-net, small fishing-net with long handle; 
~-pipe, II -trap, arranged to cut off com¬ 
munication of gas etc. by downward 
bend in which liquid stands; ~-slick, rod 
for measuring depth of liquid, [f. prec. ] 

diphtheria, dlphtheritis, (-fth-), nn. 
Acute infectious disease with inflamma¬ 
tion of a mucous membrane esp. of throat, 
& exudation forming a false membrane. 
Hence diphther'iAL, diphthe'ric, diph¬ 
theritic, diph'theroiD, aa. [f. F diph- 
thirie, diphthtrite (earlier name), f. Gk 
diphthera hide, -y1, -ms] 

diph'thong (-fth-), n. Union of two vowels 
pronounced in one syllable (ou, oi); two 
vowel characters representing sound of 
single vowel (ea in feat), digraph; com¬ 
pound vowel character, ligature, (is). 
Hence diphthong'AL a., ~ize (3) v.t., 
(-ngg-). [f. F diphthongue f. LL f. Gk 
m2(phthoggos -sounded f. phthoggos voice)] 

dipl(o)-, comb, form of Gk diplous double, 
in many scientific words as diploblas'tic 
with two germinal layers, diplocard'iac 
with right & left sides of heart separate, 

diplod'ocus, n. Gigantic extinct N.- 
-American herbivorous dinosaur, [f. prec. 
4-Gk dokos wooden beam] 

diplom'a, n. (pi. -s, rarely -ta). State 
paper, official document, charter; docu¬ 
ment conferring honour or privilege, esp. 
University or College certificate of de¬ 
gree, whence ~’d, ~ed2 (-mad), ~less, 

aa. [L f. Gk (-o-), f. diploo (diplous 
double), -m; orig. folded paper] 

diplom'acy, n. Management of, skill in 
managing, international relations; dol¬ 

lar ~; adroitness, artful management, 
tact. [f. F diplomatic f. diplomate see foil., 
-Y1] 

dip'lomat, n. = diplomatist, [f. F diplo¬ 
mate back formation f. diplomatique see 
foil.] 

diplomatic, a. & n. (Palaoographic 
examination) of official or original docu¬ 
ments, charters, etc. (freq. pi. in n.); of 
diplomacy (~ body, ambassadors & 
legation-officials at a court; ~ agent, 
service); skilled in diplomacy; proceeding 
by negotiation; (of statements, dealings, 
persons) uncandid, subtle. Hence diplo- 
mat'lCALLY adv. [f. mod. L diplcmiaticus 
& F -ique f. Gk diploma -atos, -ic] 

diplorr/atist, n. One officially engaged in 
diplomacy; adroit negotiator, [diplomat, 
-1ST 1 

diplom'atize, -ise (-iz), v.i. Act as diplo¬ 
matist; use diplomatic arts, [diplomat, 
-ize] 

dip'noan, a. & n. (Fish) having both gills 
and lungs, [f. Gk dipnoos with two 
breathing-apertures (di-2 +pnoe breath)] 

di'pole, n. (phys. & chem.). Object 
oppositely charged at two points or poles; 
molecule in which centre of action of 
positive portions (protons) does not 
coincide with that of negative por¬ 
tions (electrons). Hence dipSl'AR1 a., 
having two poles, as a magnet, [di-2, 
pole2] 

dipp'er, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.; 
Anabaptist or Baptist; kinds of bird, esp. 
water ouzel; kind of ladle; (Photog.) 



dippy 

apparatus for immersing negatives; *the 
£>~, the Great Bear, [dip1, -er1] 

II dipp'y, a. (si.). Crazy, [orig. unkn.] 
dipsoman'ia, n. Morbid craving tor alco¬ 
hol. Hence dipsoMAN'iAO n. [Gk dipso- 
(dipsa thirst, -0-), -mania] 

dip'teral, a. With double peristyle, [f. L 
I. Gk Dl2(pferos-winged f. pteron wing), 
-AL] 

dip'terous, a. (Entom.) two-winged, be¬ 
longing to the order JDiptera (insects with 
one pair of membranous wings); (Bot.) 
with two wing-like appendages, [as prec. 
+ -OUS] 

dip'tych (-Ik), n. Ancient hinged two- 
-leavod -writing-tablet with inner sides 
waxed; painting, esp. altarpiece, of two 
leaves closing like book. [f. LL diptycha, 
-urn f. Gk m2(ptukha neut. pi. of -ptukhos 
-folding) ] 

dire, a. Dreadful, calamitous, (~ sisters, 
the Furies). Hence ~'ly2 (-Q1-) adv. [f. 
L dims] 

direct'1, v.t. & i. Address (letter, parcel, 
to person or place); utter or write to or to 
be conveyed to (I ~ my remarks to you); 
control, govern the movements of, (soul 
~s body, commander troops)', turn (thing, 
person, eyes, attention) straight to 
something; tell (person) the way (to; 

■—ing-posl, = einqer-post); guide as ad¬ 
viser, principle (duty ~s my actions), etc.; 
order (person) to do, thing to be done; 
give orders (that or abs.). So direc'tiVE 
a. (also n., general instruction for the 
carrying out of military etc. operations), 
(f. L di\rigere rect- = regere put straight)] 

direct'2, a. & adv. Straight, not crooked¬ 
ly) or round about, (the ~ road; went ~ 
to heaven; ~ action, exertion of pressure 
on the community by strikes instead of 
on Parliament by votes to force political 
measures on the Government; ~ ray, 
not reflected or refracted; ~ shot, hit, 
without ricochet); (Astron.) proceeding 
from W. to E., not retrograde; (of 
descent) liueal(ly), not collateral(ly); (of 
argument) following uninterrupted chain 
of cause & effect etc.; diametrical (~ 
opposite, contrary, contradiction); (Mus.) 
not inverted (of interval, chord), not con¬ 
trary (of motion); straightforward, frank, 
going straight to the point, not ambigu¬ 
ous; immediate(ly), personal(ly), not by 
proxy; (Gram.) ~ speech or oration, the 
words as actually spoken, not modified 
(cf. oblique, indirect) in reporting; ~ 
current, electric current flowing always 
in the same direction ; ~ method, method 
of teaching a language through use of 
the language itself without translation & 
without study of formal grammar; ~ tax, 
levied originally (income tax etc.) on 
person who bears the burden ultimately 
(cf. indirect). Hence ~ness n. [f. L 
directus p.p. see prec. ] 

direction, n. Directing, aiming, guiding, 
managing; => directorate; instruction 

dirndl 
what to do, order, (usu. pi.); address on 
letter or parcel; course pursued by mov¬ 
ing body, point to which one moves or 
looks, (in the ~ of London, Londonwards); 
scope, sphere, subject, (neu>~s of inquiry, 
improvement in many ~s); ~ -finder, wire¬ 
less receiving device for finding bearings 
of transmitting stations. Hence ~al 
(-shon-) a. (esp. of wireless transmitted 
over a narrow angle). [ME, f. OF, or L 
directio (DIRECT1, -ION)] 

direct'ly, adv. & conj. In a direct* 

manner; at once, without delay; pre¬ 
sently, in no long time; (colloq.) as soon 
as (went ~ I knew). [-LY2] 

Direc'toire (-twdt), a. (Dressmaking) in 
imitation of styles prevalent during the 
French Directory. [F; see directory2] 

direc'tor, n. Superintendent, manager, 
esp. member of managing-board of com¬ 
mercial company; (Cinemat.) stago- 
-manager and producer of a film; (Fr. 
Hist.) member of Directory; (Eccl.) priest 
acting as spiritual advisor; apparatus 
controlling direction in instruments etc.; 
elaborate gun-sight for co-ordinating fire 
of several guns. Hence directdr'iAL a., 
~SHir, direc'trESS1, nn. [f. AF directour, 
OF -eur, f. LL director (direct1, -or)] 

directorate, n. Office of director; board 
of directors, [-ate1] 

directory1, a. Directive, advisory, (esp. 
of part of law advising procedure omis¬ 
sion of which does not invalidate action). 
[ME, f. LL directorius (DIRECT1, -ORY)] 

directory2, n. Book of rules, esp. for 
public or private worship; book with lists 
of inhabitants of district, members of 
professions, etc., with various details; 
(Fr. Hist.) revolutionary executive of 
five directors in power 1795-9 (D~). [f. 
LL directorium neut. adj. see prec.] 

directrix, n. (pi. -ices). = directress; 
(Geom.) fixed line used in describing 
curve or surface, [director, -trix] 

dire'ful (-irf-), a. Terrible, dread. Hence 
~LY2 adv. [DIRE, -FUI(l)] 
dir'ge, n. Song sung at burial, or in 
commemoration of the dead; lament. 
[ME, f. L dirige imperat. of dirigere 
direct1, first wd in Latin antiphon in 
Matins part of Office of the Dead ] 

di'rigible, a. & n. Capable of being 
guided (esp. of balloons); (n.) ~ balloon 
or airship as opp. aeroplane, [as direct1, 

-ible ] 
dirigisme (derezlnzm'), n. Policy of State 
direction & control in economic & social 
matters. [F (diriger direct1)] 

di'riment, a. Nullifying (~ impediment, 
making marriage null & void from the 
first), [f. L dirimere (dis-, emere take), 
-ENT] 

dffk, n., & v.t. Kind of dagger (esp. of 
Highlanders); (vb) stab with this. [17th- 
-18th c. durk, of unkn. orig. ] 

dirn'dl, n. Kind of dress imitating Alpine 
peasant costume with bodice & full skirt; 

345 
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(also ~ skirl) full skirt with tight waist¬ 
band. [G, dim. of dime girl] 

diTT, n. Unclean matter that soils, wet 
mud (~ pie, made by children in gutters 
etc.); anything worthless (yellow ~, gold; 
~, scornful name for land; ~-cheap, very 
cheap); earth, soil; dirtiness; foul talk; 
fling ~, talk abusively or slanderously; 
eat ~, put up with insult etc.; —eating, 
disease with morbid craving to eat earth; 
~ track, a course made of rolled cinders, 
brickdust, etc., for motor-cycle racing, 
or of earth for flat-racing; wagon, dust- 
-cart. [ME drit f. ON dr it excrement] 

dfrt'y, a., & v.t. & i. 1. Soiled, foul, 
mixed with or like or connected with dirt, 
(D~ Skirts, 101st Foot, from fighting in 
shirt-sleeves at Delhi); unclean, obscene; 
sordid, mean, despicable; do the ~ (si.), 
play a shabby trick; ~ work, esp. dis¬ 
honourable proceedings, (also) drudgery 
(do person’s ~ work for him); ill-gotten, 
esp. ~ money; (of weather) rough, squally; 
(of colour) not pure or clear; D~ Allan, 
sea-bird getting food by forcing gulls^etc. 
to disgorge; hence dfrt'iLY2 adv., dirt'i- 
ness n., ~isu'(2) a. 2. vb. Make, become, 
~. [-Y2] 

dfrz'i, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Indian native 
tailor. [Hind. f. Pers. darzi (Pers. dari 
sewing) ] 

dis-, pref. f. L dis- (which was changed to 
di-1 or die- before certain letters; see 
also DE-) related to bis (orig. *dvis = Gk 
dis twice) & duo two. In E, dis- appears 
(1) in wds taken direct f. L or f. F wds 
similarly adopted; (2) as repr. OF des- 
(mod. F d6-, des-) the inherited form of L 
dis-; (3) as repr. LL dis- for L de- (see DE-); 
(4) as a living pref. with privative force. 
Meanings: asunder, away, apart or be¬ 
tween, one by one, utterly (in wds already 
negative, as disannul), un-, not, the re¬ 
verse of, deprivation of, expulsion from, 

disability, n. Thing, want, that prevents 
one’s doing something, esp. legal dis¬ 
qualification. [f. obs. ad}, dis able ( = un¬ 
able), -BIL1TY] 

disa'ble, v.t. Incapacitate from doing or 
for work etc.; cripple, deprive of power of 
acting; disqualify legally, pronounce in¬ 
capable, hinder. Hence ~ment (-blm-) n. 
[DIS-, ABLE] 

disabuse' (-z), v.t. Undeceive, disillusion. 
[DIS- ] 

disaccord', n., & v.i. Disagree(ment), (be 
at) variance. [ME ; dis-] 

disadvantage (-vah-), n. Unfavourable 
condition (taken at a ~); loss, injury, [f. 
F desavantage (dis-, advantage)] 

disad'vanta'geous (-jus), a. Involving 
disadvantage or discredit, derogatory. 
Hence~ly2 adv. [dis-] 

disaffected, a. Estranged, unfriendly, 
disloyal, esp. to Government, [p.p. of 
vb dis affect, dislike] 

disaffection, n. Political discontent, dis¬ 
loyalty. [as prec. after affection ] 

disaffirm', v.t. (legal). Reverse (previous 
decision); repudiate (settlement). Hence 
disaffirmA'TiON n. [dis-] 

disaffo'rfest, v.t. II Reduce from legal 
state of forest to ordinary land. Hence 
~a'tion n. [f. AL DIS(AFFOKESTare) ] 

disagree', v.i. Differ, be unlike, not 
correspond; differ in opinion, dissent, 
quarrel; (of food, climate, etc.) prove un¬ 
suitable, have bad effects, (with person, 
his health, digestion, etc.). Hence ~ment 

n. [ME, f. OF desagreer (dis-, agree)] 

disagree'ablle (-gria-), a. & n. 1. Not to 
one’s taste, unpleasant; unamiable, bad- 
-tempered; hence ~leNESS (-In-) n., ~ly2 

adv. 2. n. (Usu. pi.) unpleasant experi¬ 
ence^), trouble(s), worries. [ME, f- OF 
desagreable (dis-, agreeable)] 

disallow', v.t. Refuse to sanction or 
accept as reasonable or admit, prohibit. 
[ME, f. OF desalouer (dis-, allow)] 

disannul', v.t. (-11-). Cancel, annul, [dis-] 

disappear', v.i. Cease to be visible, 
vanish, die away from sight or exist¬ 
ence, be lost. Hence ~ance n. [DIS-] 

disappoint', v.t. Not fulfil desire or ex¬ 
pectation of, break appointment with, 
(person; ~ed at, in, of, with; agreeably etc. 
~ed, glad to find one’s fears groundless); 
belie, frustrate, (hope, purpose, etc.). 
Hence~ing2 a., ~edLY~2, ~ingLY2, adw., 
~jient n., event etc. that ~s, distress re¬ 
sulting. [f. F ctesappointer (dis-, appoint)] 

disapprobation, n. Disapproval. So 
disapp'robatrvE, disapp'robator.Y, aa. 
[dis- ] 

disapprove' (-oov), v.t. & i. Have, 
express, unfavourable opinion of or of. 
Hence ~'al(2) n., ~'ingLY2 adv., (-60-). 
[dis- ] 

disarm', v.t. & i. Deprive of weapons; 
deprive of weapons (esp. in fencirg, jerk 
foil etc. out of hand of); dismantle (city, 
ship), reduce, be reduced, to peace foot¬ 
ing (of army), abandon or cut down 
military establishment, whence disARM'A- 
ment n.; deprive of power to injure; 
pacify hostility or suspicions of. [ME, f. 
OF desarmer (dis-, arm3)] 

disarrange' (-j), v.t. Put into disorder, 
disorganize. Hence~MENT(-jm-)n. [dis-] 

disarray', n., & v.t. (Throw into) dis¬ 
order; (poet.) unclothe. [ME; dis-] 

disaktic'ul|ate, v.t. Separate, undo the 
articulation of, take to pieces. Hence 
~a'tion n. [dis-] 

disassimila'tion, n. (physiol.). Conver¬ 
sion of assimilated into less complex or 
waste substances, [dis-] 

disassocia'tion, n. = dissociation (esp. in 
psych, senses: ~ of a personality), [dis-] 

disas'tler (-zah-), n. Sudden or great mis¬ 
fortune, calamity; ill luck (a record of 
~er). So~rous a.,~rousLY2adv.,(-zah-). 

For compounds of dis- not given consult dis-. 
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[f. F cUsastre (dis-, astre f. L f. Gk astron 
star)] 

disavow', v.t. Say one does not know or 
approve of, repudiate. Hence ~ax(2) n. 
[ME, f. OF desavouer (DIS-, avow)] 

disband', v.t. & i. Break up, disperse, (t. 
& i. of troops etc.). Hence ~ment n. [f. 
16th-c. F desbander see dis-, band1 (3)] 

disbar', v.t. (-rr-). Expel from member¬ 
ship of the bar, deprive of status of bar¬ 
rister. Hence ~MENTn. [dis-, bar1] 

disbelieve', v.t. & i. Refuse credence to 
(person or statement etc.); be a sceptic; 
have no faith in. So disBEiiEP' n. [dis- ] 

II disbench', v.t. Deprive of status of 
bencher, [dis-, bench n.] 

disbranch' (-ah-), v.t. Strip of branches. 
[dis- ] 

disbud', v.t. (-dd-). Remove (esp. the 
superfluous) buds of. [dis- ] 

disburd'en, v.t. Relieve of or of a 
burden; get rid of, discharge, (load, 
thoughts), [dis-] 

disburse', v.t. & i. Expend, defray; pay 
money. Hence ~ment (-sm-) n. [f. OF 
desbourscr (dis-, bourse)] 

disc, disk, n. Thin circular plate (e.g. 
coin); round flat or apparently flat surface 
(sun’s ~) or mark; round flattened part 
in body, plant, etc.; gramophone record 
(jockey si., compare of radio programme 
of gramophone records), [f. L f. Gk 
diskos discus] 

discal'ceate, a. & n., discal'ceated, dis- 
calced' (-st), aa. Barefooted or only 
sandalled (friar, nun), [(-ed anglicized) 
f. L ms(calceatus p.p. of calceare f. calceus 
shoe)] 

discard', v.t. & i., & n. 1. Throw out or 
reject from hand at cards (specified card, 
or abs. of playing non-trump that does 
not follow lead); cast aside, give up, 
(clothes, habit, belief, etc.); dismiss, 
cashier. 2. n. (dis'-). ~ing at cards, ~ed 
card, [dis-, card2] 

discarn'ate, a. Parted from the flesh, dis¬ 
embodied. [DIS-, (IN)CARNATE] 

discern' (-s-, -z-), v.t. & i. 1. (arch.). Dis¬ 
tinguish, see the difference between, 
(good <fb bad, good from bad, between good 
<£• bad). 2. Perceive clearly -with the 
mind or senses, make out by thought or 
by gazing, listening, etc.; so ~ible a., 
~ibLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF discerner f. L 
Dis(ccmcre cret- sift)] 

discerning (-s-, -z-), a. Having quick or 
true insight, penetrating. [-ing2] 

discern'ment (-s-, -z-), n. Discerning; 
keenness of perception, penetration, 
insight, [-ment] 

disc€rp'ti|ble, a. That can be plucked 
apart, not indestructibly one. Hence 
<~bilTty n. [f. EL Dis(cerpere -cerpt- = 
carpere pluck) + -ible] 

discdhp'tion, n. Pulling apart, severance; 
severed piece, [f. LL discerptio (prec., 
-ION)] 

dischShge'1, v.t. & i. Relieve of load 

disclosure 
(ship etc.; ~ gun, fire it off; ~ bankrupt, 
relieve him of further liability), with¬ 
draw electricity from; dismiss, cashier, 
(was from, or rarely ~d, the service); 
release (prisoner), let go (patient, jury); 
put forth, get rid of, send out, emit, 
unload from ship, (cargo, missile, liquid, 
purulent matter, abuse; also abs., as 
ship, abscess, has ~d); (of river, refl. or 
intr.) disembogue; (Law) cancel (order of 
court); acquit oneself of, pay, perform, 
(duty, debt, vow); (Dyeing) remove 
(colour), undye (fabric). [ME, f. OF 
descharger (dis-, charge2)] 

discharge'2, n. Unloading (of ship or 
cargo); firing off of gun etc. (a ~ of 
arrows, several arrows shot); emission (of 
liquid, electricity, purulent matter); re¬ 
lease, exoneration, exemption, acquittal, 
written certificate of these; dismissal; 
liberation; payment (of debt); perform¬ 
ance (of obligation); (Dyeing) process of, 
composition used in, discharging. [ME, 
f. prec.] 

dischar'ger, n. In vbl senses; esp., appli¬ 
ance for producing electric discharge. [ -er1 ] 

disci'ple, n. One of Christ’s personal 
followers, esp. one of the Twelve; any 
early believer in Christ; follower, ad¬ 
herent, of any leader of thought, art, 
etc. Hence -'Ship (-Ish-) n., discip'ulAR1 
a. [OE discipul (ME deciple f. OF) f. L 
discipulus_ (discere learn)] 

disciplinar'ian, n. Maintainer of discip¬ 
line (strict, good, poor, no, ~). [as foil. + 
-AN] 

disciplinary (also -iln'-), a. Of, pro¬ 
moting, discipline; of the nature of 
mental training, [f. med. L disciplinarius 
(foil., -ARY1)] 

dis'eipline1, n. Branch of instruction 
(arch.); mental & moral training, ad¬ 
versity as effecting this; military train¬ 
ing, drill, (arch.); trained condition; 
order maintained among schoolboys, 
soldiers, prisoners, etc.; system of rules 
for conduct; control exercised over mem¬ 
bers of church; chastisement; (Eccl.) 
mortification by penance. So dis'cip- 
llnAi (or -lin'-) a. [ME, f. OF f. L disci- 
plina (discipulus disciple, -ine3)] 

dls'ciplinle2, v.t. Bring under control, 
train to obedience & order, drill, whence 
~able a.; chastise. [ME, f. LL (-nare) as 

prec. ] 
disclaim', v.t. & i. Renounce legal claim 
to, renounce claim; disown, disavow, 
(authorship, character). [AF desclamer 
(dis-, claim1)] 

disclaim'er, n. Act of disclaiming, re¬ 
nunciation, disavowal. [AF (= prec. as 
n., -er4)] 

disclose' (-z), v.t. Remove cover from, 
expose to view, make known, reveal. 
[ME, f. OF desclore (dis-, L claudere claus- 
shut) ] 

disclosure (-zher), n. Disclosing; thing 
disclosed, [-ure] 
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discob'olus, n. (pi. -IV). Ancient quoit- 
- thrower; statue of one in act of throwing. 
[L, f. Gk diskobolos (diskos stone or metal 
quoit, -bolos -throwing f. hallo throw)] 

discog'raphy, n. Catalogue raisonnC of 
gramophone recoi’ds. [disc, -0-, -graphy] 

dis'coid, a. Disc-shaped, [f. LL f. Gk 
diskoeides (prec., -oid)] 

discol'our (-uler), v.t. & i. Change or 
spoil the colour of, stain, tarnish; become 
stained etc. Hence or cogn. discolo(u)rAi 
tion, ~ment, (-filer-), nn. [ME, f. OF 
descolorer or LL DiscoZorare = L de- 

(colorare colour2)] 
discom'fit (-um-), v.t. Defeat in battle; 
thwart, disconcert. So ~ure n. [ME 
disconfit f. OF p.p. of desconfire (dis-, 

comfit)] 
discom'fort (-dm-), n., & v.t. Uneasiness 

of body or mind; want of comfort; (vb) 
make uneasy. [ME, f. OF desconfort(er) 
(dis-, comfort)] 

discommode', v.t. Put to inconvenience. 
[dis- -fobs, commode f. L commodare (com- 
modus see commode)] 

discomm'on, v.t. II Debar (tradesman) 
from serving undergraduates; enclose 
(common land), [dis-, common 1- 2] 

II discdmm'ons (-z), v.t. Deprive (mem¬ 
ber of college) of commons; discommon 
(tradesman), [dis-, commons] 

discomp5s|e' (-z), v.t. Disturb com¬ 
posure of, ruffle, agitate. Hence ~'edLY2, 

~'ingi,Y2, (-z-), adw., discompo'suRE 
(-zher) n. [DIS-] 

disconcert', v.t. Derange, spoil, upset, 
(plan, concerted measures); disturb self- 
-possession of, ruffle, fluster. Hence 
~ment n. [f. obs. F dis(concerler con¬ 

cert2)] 
disconnect', v.t. Sever the connexion of 
(thing from, with, another) or between. 
[dis-] 

disconnected, a. In vbl senses; esp. (of 
speech or writing) incoherent, with bad 
connexion or transitions, whence ~ly2 
adv., ~ness n. [-ED1 ] 

disconnexion, -ction (-kshn), n. Dis¬ 
connecting; want of connexion, discon¬ 
nectedness. [dis-] 

discon'solate, a. Forlorn, inconsolable, 
unhappy, disappointed. Hence ~ly2 

(-tl-) adv. [ME, f. med. L ms(consolatus 
p.p. of L consolari console1)] 

discontent', n., a., & v.t. 1. Dissatis¬ 
faction, want of contentment; grievance. 
2. adj. (rare). Not content, dissatisfied, 
(with). 3. v.t. (Usu. in p.p.) make 
dissatisfied; hence ~edi.Y2 adv., ~edNESS, 

~MENT, nn. [DIS-, CONTENT 2> 3’ 4] 
discontiguous, a. (With parts) not in 
contact, fdis- ] 

discontin'u|e, v.t. & i. (Cause to) cease; 
cease from, give up, (doing, habit etc.); 
cease taking, paying (newspaper, sub¬ 
scription). So ~ance n. [ME, f. OF dis- 

discover 

continuer f. med. L Dis(continuare con¬ 

tinue) ] 

discontinuous, a. Wanting continuity 
in space or time, having interstices, inter¬ 
mittent. Hence or cogn. discontinu- 
ity n., ~ly2 adv. [f. med. L ms(continuus 
CONTINUOUS) + -OUS] 

dis'cdrd1, n. 1. Disagreement, variance, 
strife; harsh noise, clashing sounds; 
whence or cogn. discord'ANT a., discord! 
ance n., discdfd'antLY2 adv. 2. (mus.). 
Want of harmony between notes sounded 
together; chord unpleasing or unsatis¬ 
factory in itself & requiring to be resolved 
by another; any interval except unison, 
octave, perfect fifth and fourth, major 
& minor third & sixth, & their octaves; 
single note dissonant with another. [ME, 
f. OF descord (foil.)] 

disedrd'2, v.i. Disagree, quarrel, be 
different or inconsistent, (ivith, from); be 
dissonant, jar, clash. [ME,f. OFdescorder 
f. L discordare f. Dis (cors- cord- -hearted 
f. cor -dis heart) ] 

dis'eount1, n. Deduction from amount 
due or price of goods in consideration of 
its being paid promptly or in advance; 
deduction from amount of bill of ex¬ 
change etc. by one who gives value for it 
before it is due; discounting; allowance 
for exaggeration in accepting story; at a 
~, below par, depreciated, not in demand. 
[17th c., f. F descompte, -conte (foil.)] 

discount'2, v.t. Give or get present worth 
of (bill not yet due); leave out of account; 
lessen, detract from; part with for im¬ 
mediate but smaller good; allow for 
exaggeration in; use up effect of (news 
etc.) beforehand, stale by anticipation. 
Hence ~able a. [f. OF desconter, -comp¬ 
ter, f. med. L ms(compidarc L=compute)] 

discount'enance, v.t. Refuse to counte¬ 
nance, discourage, show disapproval of. 
[partly f. obs. F descontenancer (dis-, 
COUNTENANCE2)] 

discou'ragle (-kfl-), v.t. Deprive of cour¬ 
age, confidence, or energy; deter from; 
discountenance. Hence ~eMENT n., 
~ingLY2 adv., (-kurij-). [ME, f. OF 
descoragier (dis-, courage)] 

dis'eourse1 (-ors), n. Talk, conversation, 
(arch.); dissertation, treatise, sermon. 
[ME, f. OF discours f. L Dis(cursi/s 
COURSE 2) ] 

discourse'2 (-ors), v.i. & t. Talk, con¬ 
verse ; hold forth in speech or writing on 
a subject (of, upon, or abs.); give forth 
(some kind of music; ref. to Hamlet in. ii. 
374). [f. prec., partly f. F discourir] 

discourt'eous, a., discourt'esy, n., 
(-kdr-, -kor-). Rude(ness), uncivil, in¬ 
civility. Hence discourt'eousLY2 adv. 
[ms-] 

disco'ver (-kit-), v.t. Disclose, expose to 
view, reveal, make known, exhibit, mani¬ 
fest, betray; (Chess) ~ check, check by 

For compounds of dis- not given consult dis-. 
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removing piece or pawn; find out (fact 

etc., that etc., unknown country), sud¬ 

denly realize, whence or cogn. ~able a., 

~er1 n. [ME, f. OF descovrir f. LL DIS- 

(cooperire cover1)] 

disco'vert (-ku-), a. (legal). Unmarried 
or widowed (of woman), [f. OF descovert 
p.p. (prec.)] 

disco'very (-ku-), n. Revealing, dis¬ 
closure, (in Law, compulsory disclosure 
by party to action of facts or documents 
on which he relies; in play, poem, etc., 
revelation unravelling plot); finding out, 
making known; thing found out. [f. 
discover on anal, of recover, recovery] 

discredit1, n. Loss of repute, thing in¬ 
volving this; doubt, lack of credibility, 
(throws ~ upon); loss of commercial 
credit. [DIS-] 

discredit2, v.t. Refuse to believe; bring 
disbelief or disrepute upon. [DIS-] 

discred'itablle, a. Bringing discredit, 
shameful. Hence ~by2 adv. [dis-] 

discreet', a. Judicious, prudent, circum¬ 
spect, not speaking out at inopportune 
times. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
discrel f. L ms(cretus p.p. of cernere sift) 
separate, with LL sense f. its derivative 
discretio discernment ] 

dis'crepant (or -r6p'-), a. Different, in¬ 
consistent, (of stories etc.). So discrepf 
ancy n. [f. L ms(crepare sound), -ant] 

dis'crete, a. Separate, individually dis¬ 
tinct, discontinuous; (Metaphys.) ab¬ 
stract, not concrete. Hence ~ness (-tn-) 
n. [ME, f. L discretus see discreet] 

discretion, n. Liberty of deciding as one 
thinks fit, absolutely or within limits (it is 
within one’s~ to; at the~ of, to bo settled 
or disposed of by the wish of; at ~, at 
one’s own pleasure; surrender at ~, un¬ 
conditionally), whence ~ary1 (-sho-) 
a.; discernment, prudence, judgement, 
(years, aye, of~, time at which one is fit to 
manage oneself—in Eng. law, 14; ~ is the 
better part of valour, used as joc. excuse 
for cowardice). [ME, f. OF discrecion f. 
L discretionem (discreet, -ion)] 

discrim'in|ate, v.t. & i. Be, set up, or 
observe, a difference between (also intr. 
with between), distinguish from another; 
make a distinction (~o(e against, distin¬ 
guish unfavourably, of taxes etc.), ob¬ 
serve distinctions carefully. So ~a'tion 

n., ~ative a. [f. L discriminare (discrimen 
distinction f. discernere discern), -ate3] 

discriminating, a. In vbl senses; esp.: 
discerning, acute; ~ duly, rate, varying 
in amount according to country sending 
goods or person rated, differential, [-ing2] 

discrown', v.t. Take crown from, depose, 
(sovereign lit. or fig.), [dis-] 

discursive, a. Rambling, digressive, ex¬ 
patiating; proceeding by argument or 
reasoning, not intuitive. Hence ~ly2 
(-vl-) adv., ~ness (-vn-) n. [f. med. L 
discursivus f. L Dis(cun-ere curs- run), -ive] 

dis'eus, n. Heavy disc thrown in ancient 

disengagement 
Roman & Greek athletic exercises & 
modern Olympic Games & other sports. 
[L f. Gk dislcos quoit] 

discuss', v.t. Examine by argument, de¬ 
bate, whence ~ible a.; consume with 
enjoyment (food, wine, meal). [ME, f. L 
Dis(eidere -cuss- = quatere shake) ] 

discu'ssion (-shn), n. Examination by 
argument; a debate; consumption with 
enjoyment o/food. [ME, f. OF f. LL dis- 
cussionem (prec., -ion)] 

disdain', n., & v.t. Scorn, (regard with) 
contempt; think beneath oneself (to do, 
do ing, or noun) or one’s notice. Hence 
~ful a., ~fulLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
desdeign(er) f. L DE(dignari f. dignus 
worthy) ] 

disease' (-zez), n. Morbid condition of 
body, plant, or some part of them, illness, 
sickness; any particular kind of this with 
special symptoms & name; deranged or 
depraved state of mind or morals. [ME, 
f. OF desaise (dis-, ease n.)] 

diseased' (-zezd), a. Affected with disease; 
morbid, depraved. [ME; p.p. of disease 
vb (now rare) f. OF desaaisier as prec. ] 

disembdik', v.t. & i. Put, go, ashore. 
Hence disembarkx'TioN n. [f. F dAseni- 
barquer, or It., or Sp. (dis-, embark)] 

disemba'rrass, v.t. Free from em¬ 
barrassment, rid or relieve (of); dis¬ 
entangle (from). Hence ~ment n. [dis-] 

disembod'ly, v.t. Separate, free, (soul, 
idea) from body or the concrete; disband 
(troops). Hence ~iMBNT n. [dis-] 

disembogue' (-g), v.i. & t. (Of river etc.) 
pour forth at mouth (intr., or itself, 
waters, etc.); (fig.) discharge, pour forth, 
(t. & i. of speech, crowd, etc.), [f. Sp. 
desertibocar (dis-, en in, boca mouth)] 

disembos'om (-dbz-), v.t. & i. Disclose, 
reveal; unburden oneself, make con¬ 
fidences. [DIS- ] 

disembow'el, v.t. (-11-). Remove entrails 
of, rip up so as to cause bowels to pro¬ 
trude. Hence ~ment n. [dis-] 

disembroil', v.t. Extricate from con¬ 
fusion or entanglement, [dis- ] 

disenchant' (-ah-), v.t. Free from en¬ 
chantment or illusion. Hence ~ment 

(-ah-) n. [f. F disenchanler (DIS-, enchant)] 

disencum'ber, v.t. Free from encum¬ 
brance. [f. f? disencombrer (dis-, encumber)] 

disendow', v.t. Strip (esp. Church) of 
endowments. Hence ~ment n. [dis-] 

disengage', v.t. & i., & n. Detach, liberate, 
loosen; (Fencing) pass point of sword to 
other side of opponent’s (n., this move¬ 
ment) ; come apart, break contact, [dis-] 

disengaged' (-jd), a. In vbl senses; esp.: 
at leisure to attend to any visitor or 
business that comes; vacant, not be¬ 
spoken. [-ED1] 

disengage'ment (-jm-), n. Disengaging; 
liberation (of chem. component); freedom 
from ties, detachment; easy natural 
manner; dissolution of engagement to 
marry; (Fencing)=disengage n. [-ment] 
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disentail', v.t. (legal). Free from entail, 
break the entail of. [DIS-] 

disentang'le (-nggl), v.t. & i. Extricate, 
free from complications; unravel, un¬ 
twist; come clear of tangle. Hence 
~ment (-nggelm-) n. [DIS-] 

disenthral(l)' (-awl), v.t. (-11-). Free from 
bondage. Hence disenthral'aiENT (-awl-) 
n. [DIS-] 

disentomb' (-bom), v.t. Take out of 
tomb; unearth, find by research. [DIS-] 

disequilibrium, n. Lack or loss of equili¬ 
brium, instability. [DIS-] 

disestablish, v.t. Undo establishment 
of; deprive (Church) of State connexion, 
depose from official position. Hence 
~MENT n. [DIS-] 

diseur (dezbr'), n. (fern, -euse, pr. -bl-z'). 
Artiste entertaining with monologue. [F, 
= talker] 

disfav'our (-ver), n., & v.t. Dislike, 
disapproval; being disliked (fall into, be 
in, ~); (vb) regard, treat, with ~. [DIS-] 

disfea'ture, v.t. Mar features of, dis¬ 
figure. [DIS-] 

disfig'ure (-ger), v.t. Mar beauty of, 
deform, deface, sully. Hence disfiguri- 
tion, —31 ent (-germ-), nn. [ME, f. OF des- 
figurcr (dis-, L figurare f. figura figure1)] 

disfo'rest, v.t. = disafforest; clear of 
forests, [f. OF desforester (dis-, forest)] 

disfranchise (-iz), v.t. Deprive of 
citizen rights; deprive (place) of right of 
sending, (person) of right of voting for, 
parliamentary representative. Hence 
~ment (-izm-) n. [dis-, obs. franchise 
vb = enfranchise] 

disfrock', v.t. Deprive of clerical (garb 
&) status, [dis- ] 

disgdrge', v.t. & i. Eject (as) from throat 
(esp. fig., trans. or abs., of giving up 
ill-gotten gains, booty, etc.); (of river 
etc., trans., refi., or intr.) disembogue, 
discharge (waters). [ME, f. OF desgorger 
(dis-, gorge1)] 

disgrace'1, n. Loss of favour, downfall 
from position of honour; ignominy, 
shame; thing involving dishonour, cause 
of reproach. Hence ~ful a., —fulLY2 

adv., —fulNESS n., (-sf-). [f. F disgrace f. 
It. disgrazia (dis-, grace)] 

disgrace'2, v.t. Dismiss from favour, 
degrade from position; bring shame or 
discredit upon, be a disgrace to. [f. F 
disgr cider as prec. ] 

disgrun'tled (-Id), a. Discontented, 
moodj-. [from 17th c.; dis-, gruntle obs. 
frequent, of grunt] 

disguise'1 (-glz), v.t. Conceal identity of 
(~ oneself, person or thing, as someone or 
something else, by doing, with false beard 
etc., in costume etc.); misrepresent, show 
in false colours; conceal, cloak, (— one’s 
intention, opinion). Hence — went (-izm-) 
n. [ME, f. OF desguisier (dis-, Rom. 
*guisa guise)] 

dishonest 

disguise'2 (-glz), n. Use of changed dress 
or appearance for concealment’s sake, 
disguised condition (blessing in —, one 
that seems to be a misfortune); garb used 
to deceive; artificial manner, deception. 
[ME, f. prec.] 

disgust'1, n. Loathing, nausea, repug¬ 
nance, strong aversion, (at, for, towards, 
against), [f. OF desgoust or It. disgusto 
(DIS-, GUST2)] 

disgust'2, v.t. Excite loathing, aversion, 
or indignation, in (~ed with, at, by). 
Hence —edLY2, —ingiY2, adw. [f. OF 
desgouster or It. disgustare (prec.)] 

disgust'ful, a. Disgusting, repulsive; (of 
contempt, curiosity, etc.) inspired by, 
full of, disgust. [-FUL] 

dish1, n. Shallow flat-bottomed usu. oval 
or oblong vessel of earthenware, glass, or 
metal, for holding food at meals; food so 
held, particular kind of food (SIDE—; 
made —, of various ingredients; standing 
—, that appears daily, also fig.); II (arch.) 
cup, esp. — of tea, tea-drinking, whence 
— of gossip, a chat; <—shaped receptacle 
used for any purpose; — -cover, of metal 
etc. for keeping food in — hot; —cloth & 
(arch.) -clout, for washing ~es & plates; 
~-wash, -water, in which ~es have been 
washed; —-washer, water wagtail. [OE 
disc, OS disk, OHG tisc, ON diskr f. L 
discus DISC] 

dish2, v.t. & i. Put (food) into dish ready 
for serving; — up, serve meal, (fig.) 
present (facts, argument) attractively; 
make concave or dish-shaped; (of horse) 
move fore-feet not straight but with 
scooping motion; circumvent, out¬ 
manoeuvre, (esp., Pol.) defeat (opponents) 
by adopting their policy (~inp the Whigs, 
of Reform Bill 1887). [f. prec.] 

dishabille' (-sabel), n. Being negligently 
or partly dressed, undress, (usu. in ~); 
undress garment or costume, [f. F 
deshabilU p.p. of deshabiller (dis-, habiller 
clothe)] 

dishabit'uate (-s-h-), v.t. Make (person) 
unaccustomed (for etc.), [dis-] 

disharm'onize (-s-h-), -ise (-iz), v.t. Put 
out of harmony, make discordant, [dis-] 

disharm'ony (-s-h-), n. Discord, dis¬ 
sonance. So dishdrmon'ious a. [dis-] 

disheart'en (-s-hai1-), v.t. Make despon¬ 
dent, rob of courage. Hence ~ment n. 
[DIS- ] 

II dishe'rison (-s-h-), n. Disinheriting. 
[ME, f. OF desheriteisun f. desheriter (ME 
disherit) f. dis- +LL hereclitare inherit] 

dishev'elled (-Id), a. With disordered 
hair; (of hair) loose, flung about, uncon¬ 
fined; (of person) untidy, ruffled, un¬ 
kempt. Hence dishev'ehiENT n. [ME 
dischevel, -ec, f. OF deschcvele (dis-, chevel 
hair f. L capiUus) + -ED1 ] 

dishon'est (-st>-), a. Fraudulent, knavish, 
insincere, (of person, act, statement). 
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Hence ~ l.y 2 adv. [ME, f. OF deshoneste 
(pis-, no NEST)] 

dishon'esty (-s<5-), n. Want of honesty, 
knavery, deceitfulness, fraud. [ME, f. OF 
deshoneste (prec., -t1)] 

dishon'our1 (-s-Oner), n. State of shame 
or disgrace, discredit; thing that involves 
this; refusal to honour cheque, bill of ex¬ 
change, etc. [ME, f. OF deshonor (dis-, L 
honorem honour1)] 

dishon'our2 (-s-6ner), v.t. Treat with in¬ 
dignity; violate chastity of; disgrace; 
refuse to accept or pay (cheque, bill of 
exchange). [ME, f. OF deshonorer f. LL 
DIS {honorare L = honour2)] 

d!shon'ourab|le (-s-dner-), a. Involving 
disgrace, ignominious; unprincipled, 
base, against dictates of honour. Hence 
~leNESS n., ~ly2 adv. [dis-] 

dishorn' (-s-h-), v.t. Cut off horns of. 
[DIS- ] 

disillu'sion, n., & v.t., disillu'sionlize, 
-ise (-iz), v.t., (-bozho-). Disenchant¬ 
ment), free(dom) from illusions. Hence 
•—MENT n. [DIS-, -IZE] 

disincen'tive, a. & n. Deterrent, [dis-] 
disinclination, n. Want of liking or 
willingness (for or to course, to do). [DIS-] 

disincline', v.t. Make indisposed (to do, 
for or to course), [dis- ] 

disincorp'orate, v.t. Dissolve (corporate 
body), [dis- ] 

disinfect', v.t. Cleanse (room, clothes, 
etc.) of infection. Hence or cogn. dis¬ 
infect ant(2) a. & n., disinfec'tiON n. 
[DIS- ] 

disinflation, n. (econ.). Deflation. 
Hence—ary1 (-sho-) a. [dis-] 

dlsingen'uous (-]-), a. Insincere, having 
secret motives, not candid. Hence ~ly2 
adv., -—’NESS n. [dis- ] 

disinhe'rit, v.t. Reject as heir, deprive of 
inheritance. Hence •—ANCE n. [ME; DIS-, 
inherit in obs. sense make heir] 

disintegrate, v.t. & i. Separate into 
component parts, deprive of or lose co¬ 
hesion. Hence—a'tion,—atoR, nn. [dis-] 

disinter', v.t. (-rr-). Unbury, exhume; 
unearth. Hence—ment n. [f. F disenterrer 
( DIS -, INTER1)] 

disinterest, v.t. & refl. To divest of 
interest, (refl.) cease to concern oneself 
(esp., in Diplom., renounce intention or 
right of intervening etc.), [dis-] 

disinterested, a. Not biased by self- 
-seeking, impartial; — management (of 
public house by manager who does not 
profit by sale of liquor). Hence—LY2 adv., 
'—NESS n. [DIS - ] 

disinvestment, n. Realization of a 
country’s assets, [dis-] 

dlsjSc'ta mSm'bra, n. pi. Fragments, 
scattered remains. [L] 

disjoin', v.t. Separate, disunite, part. 
[ME, f. OF desjoindre f. L ms(jungere 
junct- join)] 

disjoint', v.t. Dislocate, disturb working 
or connexion of (p.p., esp. of talk, inco¬ 

dismiss 
herent, desultory, whence —edLY2 adv., 
—edNESS n.); take in pieces at the joints. 
[ME, f. obs. disjoint adj. f. p.p. of OF as 
prec. ] 

disjunction, n. Disjoining, separation. 
[ME, f. OF or L disjunctio (disjoin, -ion)] 

disjunctive, a. & n. Disjoining, involv¬ 
ing separation; (Log., Gram.) alternative 
(adj.), involving choice between two 
words etc., (n., ~ proposition or conjunc¬ 
tion). Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv. [f. L 
disjunctivus (disjoin, -ive)] 

disk. See disc. 
dislike', v.t., & n. 1. Not like, have 
aversion or objection to. 2. n. Aversion 
(to, of, for). [Dis- ] 

dis'locate, v.t. Put out of joint (limb, or 
fig. machinery, affairs); (Geol.) make 
(strata) discontinuous; displace. So 
dislocA'TiON n. [f. med. L Dls(Zocare L = 
place), -ate3] 

dislodgle', v.t. Remove, turn out, (esp. 
fortified enemy) from position. Hence 
~(e)'MENT (-jm-) n. [ME, f. OF desloger 
(DIS-, LODGE V.)] 

disloy'al, a. Unfaithful to or to friend¬ 
ship etc.; untrue to allegiance, disaffected 
to government, whence —ist(2) n. & a. 
Hence or cogn. —ly2 adv., —ty n. [ME, 
f. OF desloial (dis-, loyal)] 

dis'mal (-z-), a., dis'mal|s, n. pi. 
Depressing, miserable, sombre, dreary; 
hence —ly2 adv., —ness n.; the — science, 
political economy; the — s, low spirits, 
dumps, [orig. noun = unlucky days f. 
AF dis mat f. L dies mali ill days; these 
were two special days in each month in 
medieval calendars ] 

disman'tle, v.t. Strip of covering, pro¬ 
tection, etc.; deprive (fortress, ship, etc.) 
of defences, rigging, equipment. Hence 
'—ment (-lm-) n. [f. obs. F desmanieUer 
(DIS, MANTLE n.)] 

dismast' (-ah-), v.t. Deprive (ship) of 
mast(s). [dis-] 

dismay', v.t., & n. (Fill with) consterna¬ 
tion, discourage(ment). [ME, f. OF 
*desmaier (cf. Pr. desmaiar) f. Rom. 
*dism.agare f. Dis-+Gmc *mag-; cf. 
MIGHT 1] 

dismem'ber, v.t. Tear or cut limb from 
limb; partition (empire, country), divide 
up. Hence —ment n. [ME, f. OF des- 
membrer (dis-, L membrum limb)] 

dismiss', v.t., & n. Send away, disperse, 
disband, (assembly, army; Mil., imperat., 
word of command closing drill, also as n., 
the —, release at end of drill); allow to go; 
discharge, cashier, from service or office 
(was ~ed the, or from the, army); send 
away from one’s presence; put out of 
one’s thoughts, cease to feel; treat (sub¬ 
ject) summarily; (Law) send out of court, 
refuse further bearing to, (case); (Cricket, 
of batsman) send (ball), send ball of 
(bowler), usu. to boundary or for four etc., 
(of fielding side) put (batsman, side) out 
(usu. for score). Hence —al(2), (now rare) 
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dismi'ssiON (-sbn), nn., ~ible a. [ME; 
superseding obs. dismit, after OF desmis 
(p.p. of dcsmettre) or its source, med. L 
dismissus (dis-, L milleremiss- send)] 

dismount', v.i. & t., & n. Aligbt, cause 
to alight, from or from horseback etc. (n., 
alighting); unseat, unhorse, (of horse, 
enemy, or stumble etc.); remove (thing) 
from its mount (esp. gun from carriage), 
[ms- ] 

disobedience, n., disobedient, a. Dis¬ 
obeying (~ to orders, master, etc.), re- 
hellious(ness), rule-breaking. Hence 
disobed'ientLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF (des-), 
see DIS-. OBEDIENCE, OBEDIENT] 

disobey' (-ha), v.i. & t. Disregard orders, 
break rules; not obey (person, law). [ME, 
f. OF desobeir (dis-, obey)] 

disobligle', v.t. Kefuse to consult con¬ 
venience or wishes of. Hence ~'ing2 a., 
~'ingLY2 adv., ~'ingNESS n. [f. F 
disobliger (dis-, obliqe)] 

disord'er1, n. Want of order, confusion; 
tumult, riot, commotion; ailment, disease, 
[f. F df.sord.re (dis-, order)] 

disdrd'er2, v.t. Disarrange, throw into 
confusion; put out of health, upset. 
[ME; assim. to order v. of earlier dis- 
ordain f. OF desordener (dis-, ordain)] 

dis6hd'erl|y, a. 1. Untidy, confused; 
irregular, unruly, riotous; hence ~iness 

n. 2. Constituting public nuisance (~y 
house, bawdy, gaming, or betting, -house) 
[DISORDER1, -LY2] 

dis<5rg'anlz[e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Destroy 
system etc. of, throw into confusion. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [f. F desorganiser (dis-, 

ORGANIZE) ] 
diso'rient|ate, v.t. Place (church) with 
chancel not directly eastwards; confuse 
(person) as to his bearings (lit. & fig.). 
Hence ~a'tion n. [dis- ] 

disown' (-on), v.t. Refuse to recognize, 
repudiate, disclaim; renounce allegiance 
to. [dis- ] 

dispa'ragle, v.t. Bring discredit on, 
lower; speak slightingly of, depreciate. 
So ~eMENT (-Ijm-) n., ~ingLY2 (-Ij-) adv. 
[ME, f. OF desparagier marry unequally 
(dis-, parage equality f. L par equal, -age)] 

dis'parate, a. & n. 1. Essentially different, 
diverse in kind, incommensurable, with¬ 
out relation; hence~LY2 (-tl-) adv.,~NESS 
(-tn-)n. 2. n. (usu. pi.). Thing(s) so unlike 
that there is no basis for comparison, 
[f. L ms(paratus p.p. of parare provide) 
separate, influenced in sense by L dispar 
unequal ] 

dispa'rity, n. Inequality, difference, in¬ 
congruity. [f. F disparity f. LL dispari- 
tatem (dis-, parity) 1 

dispSrk', v.t. Convert (park-land) to 
other uses, [dis-] 

dispart'1, n. (gunnery). Difference be¬ 
tween semidiameters of gun at base-ring 
and at muzzle, to be allowed for in aim¬ 

ing; sight making the allowance, [orig. 
unascertained: cf. foil. ] 

dispdrt'2, v.t. & i. (poet.). Separate, part 
asunder, (t. & i.); go in different direc¬ 
tions ; distribute, [f. L ms(parlire f. pars 
part) distribute] 

dispa'ssionate (-sho-), a. Free from 
emotion, calm, impartial. Hence ~ly2 
(-tl-) adv., ~ness (-tn-) n. [dis-] 

dispatch'1, des-, v.t. & i. Send off to a 
destination or for a purpose; give the 
death-blow to, kill; get (task, business) 
promptly done, settle, finish off; eat 
(food, meal) quickly; (arch.) make haste, 
[f. It. dispacciare or Sp. despachar ex¬ 
pedite; not connected w. F dipecher] 

dispatch'2, des-, n. Sending off (of 
messenger, letter, etc.); putting to death 
(happy ~, suicide as practised by 
Japanese); prompt settlement of busi¬ 
ness, promptitude, efficiency, rapidity; 
written message, esp. official communica¬ 
tion on State affairs (—box, for carrying 
these & other documents); (D~) title of 
newspaper; agency for conveying goods 
etc.; —rider, esp. motor-cyclist or horse¬ 
man carrying military messages, [f. prec., 
or It. dispaccio, Sp. despaeho] 

dlspCl', v.t, (-11). Dissipate, disperse, 
(fears, darkness), [f. L dis(pellere drive)] 

dispen'sable, a. That can be relaxed in 
special cases (canon, law, oath); not 
necessary, that can be done without, [f. 
med. D dispensabilis (dispense, -able)] 

dispen'sary, n. Place, esp. charitable in¬ 
stitution, where medicines are dispensed, 
[f. med. L dispensarius; see -ary1] 

dispcnsa'tion, n. Distributing, dealing 
out; ordering, management, esp. of the 
world by Providence; arrangement made 
by Nature or Providence; special dealing 
of Providence with community or person; 
religious system prevalent at a period 
(Mosaic, O.T., Christian, ~); exemption 
from penalty or duty laid down in esp. 
eccl. law (with, from); doing without 
(with). [ME, f. OF, or L dispensaiio (foil., 
-ATION)] 

dispense', v.t. & i. 1. Distribute, deal 
out; administer (sacrament, justice); 
make up & give out (medicine); grant 
dispensations; release from obligation. 
2. ~ with: relax, give exemption from, 
(rule); annul binding force of (oath); 
render needless (usu. the need of etc.); do 
without. So dispen'sER1 n., (esp.) pro¬ 
fessional maker-up of medical prescrip¬ 
tions. [ME, f. OF despenser f. L dispen- 
sare frequent, of dis(pendire pens- weigh)] 

dispeo'ple(-pep-), v.t. Depopulate. [ME, 
f. OF despeupler (dis-, people)] 

disp€rs|e', v.t, & i. Scatter (t. & i.), drive, 
go, throw or send, in different directions, 
rout, dispel, be dispelled; send to or 
station at separate points; put in circula¬ 
tion, disseminate; (Opt.) divide (white 

For compounds of dis- not given consult dis-. 
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light) into its coloured rays. Hence 
~'ai(2) n., ~'edLY2 adv., ~'ive a., ~'ive- 
iy2 adv., ~'iveNESS n. [ME, f. OF dis¬ 
perser f. L di1(s}3ergere -spers- <= spargcre 
scatter)] 

dispdr'sion (-shn), n. Dispersing (see 
prec.); theD~, the Jews dispersed among 
Gentiles after Captivity. [ME, f. LL 
dispersio (prec., -ion) transl. Gk diaspora] 

dispi'rit, v.t. Make despondent, depress. 
Hence ~edLY2 adv. [dis-] 

dispit'eous, a. Pitiless. [19th-c. revival 
with changed sense as if f. dis-, piteous, 
of 16th-c. desptteous (despite)] 

displace', v.t. Shift from its place (~d 
person, one who has been expelled or has 
escaped from his native country as a 
result of annexation, transfer of popula¬ 
tion, etc.; abbr. D.P.); remove from 
office; oust, take the place of, put some¬ 
thing else in the place of, replace, [f. OF 
desplacer (dis-, place n.)] 

displace'ment (-sin-), n. Displacing, 
being displaced; amount by which thing 
is shifted from its place; ousting, replace¬ 
ment by something else; amount or 
weight of fluid displaced by solid floating 
or immersed in it (a ship with a ~ of 
11,000 tons), [prec., -ment] 

display'1, v.t. Exhibit, expose to view, 
show; show ostentatiously; reveal, be¬ 
tray, allow to appear. [ME, f. OF 
despleicr f. L ms(plicare fold) cf. deploy ] 

display'2, n. Displaying; exhibition, 
show; ostentation; (Print.) arrangement 
of type with a view to calling attention. 
[f. prec. ] 

displeasje' (-z), v.t. Offend, annoy, make 
indignant or angry, be disagreeable to; 
be ~ed {at, with, or abs), disapprove, be 
indignant or dissatisfied. Hence ~'ing2 
a., ~'ingLY2 adv., (-zi-). [ME, f. OF 
desplaisir (DIS-, L placere please)] 

displea'sure (-16zher), n., & v.t. Dis¬ 
pleased feeling, dissatisfaction, disappro¬ 
val, anger; (vb) cause ~ to, annoy. [ME, 
f. OF as prec., assim. to pleasure] 

displume' (-do-), v.t. (poet.). Strip of 
feathers, lit. & fig. [dis-] 

dispdrt', v. refl. & i., & n. 1. Frolic, 
gambol, enjoy oneself, display oneself 
sportively. 2. n. (arch.). Relaxation, 
pastime. [ME, f. OF desport(er) f. dis-, 
porter carry; see sport ] 

dispos'a|ble (-za-), a. That can be dis¬ 
posed of, got rid of, made over, or used; 
at disposal. Hence ~bil'ity n. [dispose, 
-able] 

dispSs'al (-zl), n. Disposing of, getting 
rid of, settling, dealing with, bestowal, 
assignment; sale; control, management, 
{at one’s ~); placing, disposition, arrange¬ 

ment. [foil., -al(2)] 
dispose' (-z), v.t. & i. 1. Place suitably, 
at intervals, or in order; bring (person, 
mind) into certain state (esp. in p.p. well-, 
ill-, ~d); incline, make willing or desirous, 
to something or to do; give (thing) 

disqualify 
tendency to; determine course of events 
(man proposes, God~s). 2. ~ of: do w'hat 
one will with, regulate; get off one’s 
hands, stow away, settle, finish, kill, 
demolish (claim, argument, opponent), 
dismiss (cricket XI for certain score), 
consume (food); sell. [ME, f. OF Dis¬ 

poser see pose1) confused with L dis- 
ponere thr. such derivatives as foil. ] 

disposition (-zi-), n. Setting in order, 
arrangement, relative position of parts; 
(usu. pi.) plan, preparations, stationing of 
troops ready for attack, defence, etc.; 
ordinance, dispensation, (a ~ of Provi¬ 
dence etc.); bestowal by deed or will; 
control, disposal, (at one’s ~); bent, 
temperament, natural tendency; inclina¬ 
tion to. [ME, f. OF f. L ms(positionem f. 
ponere posit- place)] 

dispossess' (-oz-), v.t. Oust, dislodge, 
(person); deprive of; rid (person) of or 
of evil spirit (obs.). Hence disposse's- 
SION (-shn), ~0R (-oz-), nn. [f. OF 
despossesser (dis-, possess)] 

dispraise' (-z), v.t., & n. Disparage- 
(ment), censure. [ME ; n. f. vb, f. OF des- 
preisier f. LL depretiare depreciate] 

disprool', n. Refutation; thing that dis¬ 
proves. [DIS- ] 

disproportion, n. Want of proportion; 
being out of proportion. Hence ~ed2 
(-shond) a. [dis-] 

dispropdr'tionate (-sho-), a. Wanting 
proportion; relatively too large or small. 
Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv. [dis-] 

disprove' (-obv), v.t. (p.p. ~d, rarely ~n). 
Prove false, ehow fallacy of, refute. [ME, 
f. OF desprover (dis-, prove) ] 

dis'putablle, a. Open to question, un¬ 
certain. Hence ~ly2 adv. [F, or f. L 
dispuiabiUs (dispute1, -able)] 

disput|a'tion, n. Argument, controversy. 
Hence ~a'tious (-shws) a., ~a'tious- 
ly2 adv., ~a'tioiiSNE8S n., (-shits-). [ME, 
f. OF, or L disputatio (foil., -ation)] 

dispute'1 v.t. & t. Argue, hold disputa¬ 
tion, (with, against, person, on, about, 
subject), whence dis'putANT(l) n. & a.; 
quarrel, have altercation; discuss (whether, 
how, etc.; point, question); controvert, 
call in question, (statement, fact); resist 
(landing, advance, etc.); contend for, 
strive to win, (pre-eminence, victory, 
every inch of ground). [ME despute f. 
OF desputer f. L ms(putare reckon)] 

dispute'2, n. Controversy, debate, (in 
being argued about; beyond, past, without, 

certainly, indisputably); heated con¬ 
tention, quarrel, difference of opinion, 
[f. prec.] 

disqualifica'tion (-51), n. In vbl senses; 
esp., thing that disqualifies. [foil., 
-fication ] 

disqualify (-ol-), v.t. Unfit, disable, (for 
some purpose or office); incapacitate 
legally, pronounce unqualified; debar 
from competition because of infringement 
of rules, [dis- ] 
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disqui'et, v.t., a., & n. Deprive of peace, 
worry; (adj.) uneasy, disturbed, whence 
disqui'eTUDE, ~ness, nn.; (n.) anxiety, 
unrest, [ms- ] 

disquisi'tion (-zl-), n. (Arch.) in¬ 
vestigation, inquiry; (mod.) long or 
elaborate treatise or discourse on subject. 
Hence ~al a. [f. L ms(quisitio f. -quirere 
-quisit• = quaerere seek, -ion)] 

disrate', v.t. (naut.). Reduce to lower 
rating or rank, [ms- ] 

disregard', v.t., & n. 1. Pay no attention 
to, ignore, treat as of no importance. 
2. n. Indifference, neglect (of, for), [dis-] 

disrelish, n., & v.t. Dislike, (regard 
with) distaste, aversion, [ms-] 

disremem'ber, v.t. (dial. etc.). Fail to 
remember, [ms-] 

disrepair', n. Bad condition for want of 
repairs (usu. is etc. iu~). [ms-] 

disrep'utab|le, a. Discreditable; of bad 
repute, not respectable in character or 
appearance. Hence ~leNESS (-In-) n., 
~ly2 adv. [dis- ] 

disrepute', n. Ill repute, discredit, 
[ms- ] 

disrespect', n. Rudeness, want of respect. 
So ~ful a., ~fulLY2 adv., ~fulNESS n. 
[DIS-] 

disrobe', v.t. & i. Divest of robe or gar¬ 
ment (also fig.); undress (refi. or intr.). 
[ms-] 

disroot', v.t. Uproot; dislodge, [dis-] 
disrupt', v.t. Shatter, separate forcibly. 

[19th-c. vb f. L disrupt- see foil.] 
disruption, n. Bursting asunder, violent 
dissolution, rent condition; the X>~, split 
in Church of Scotland 1843. So dis- 
rup'tiVE a. [f. L ms(ruptio f. rumpere 
rupt- break, -ion)] 

dissatisfy, v.t. Fail to satisfy, make dis¬ 
contented (dissatisfied with, at). So dis- 
SATISFAC'TION n. [DIS-] 

dissave', v.i. Spend one’s savings. [Dis-] 
disseat', v.t. Unseat, [ms-] 
dissect', v.t. Cut in pieces; anatomize, 
cut up, (animal, plant) to show its struc¬ 
ture etc.; examine part by part, analyse, 
criticize in detail. Hence or cogn. dis- 
sec'tioN, dissec'tOR, nn. [f. L ms(secare 
sect- cut)] 

disseise', -ze, (-sez), v.t. Oust, dispossess, 
of estates (or fig.). [MB, f. AF = OF 
dessaisir (dis-, seize)] 

disseis'in, -zin, (-sez-), n. (legal). Dis¬ 
seising, wrongful dispossession of real 
property. [ME, f. AF = OF dessaisine 
(DIS-, SEIZIN)] 

dissem'blle, v.t.&i. Cloak, disguise, con¬ 
ceal, (character, feeling, intention, act); 
pretend not to see, ignore, (insult etc.; 
arch.); fail to mention (fact); conceal 
one’s motives etc., be a hypocrite, whence 
~ER1 n. [perh. assim. to resemble of obs. 
dissimule f. OF dissimuler f. L DIS(simulare 
SIMULATE)] 

disseminlate, v.t. Scatter abroad, sow 
in various places, (lit., seed; usu. fig., 
doctrines, sedition, etc.); ~afed sclerosis, 
disease of central nervous system result¬ 
ing in various forms of paralysis. So 
~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. L ms(seminare f. 
semen -in-is seed), -ate3] 

dissen'sion (-shn), n. Discord arising 
from difference in opinion. [ME, f. OF f. 
L ms(sensionem f. sentire sens- feel, -ion)] 

dissent'l, v.i. Refuse to assent; disagree, 
think differently or express such differ¬ 
ence (from), II esp. in religious doctrine 
from an established church (~mi<7 minister, 
nonconformist clergyman). Hence ~ing- 
ly2 adv. [ME, f. L ms(sentire feel)] 

dissent'2, n. (Expression of) difference of 
opinion; || refusal to accept doctrines of 
established church, nonconformity, (col¬ 
lect.) dissenters, [f. prec.] 

dissen'ter, n. One who dissents, esp. 
from a national church; II member of a 
sect that has separated itself from the 
Church of England. [-ER1] 

dissen'tient (-shi-, -shnt), a. & n. (One) 
disagreeing with a majority or official 
view. [f. L ms(sentire feel), -ENT] 

dissepiment, n. (hot. & zool.). Partition, 
septum, [f. L Dis(saepimentum f. saepire 
f. saepes hedge, -ment) ] 

dissdrt', diss'ertate, w.i. Discourse, 
give an exposition, disquisition, or dis- 
sertA'TiON n. [f. p.p. stems of L ms- 
(serere sert- join) & its frequent, dissertare, 
-ATE 3] 

disserve', v.t. Do an ill turn to. So dis- 
SERV'ICE n. [DIS- ] 

dissev'er, v.t. & i. Sever, divide. [ME, f. 
AF f. OF desevrer f. LL disseparare (DIS-, 
SEPARATE)] 

diss'idence, n. Disagreement, dissent. 
[f. L dissidentia (foil., -ence)] 

diss'ident, a. & n. Disagreeing, at 
variance; dissentient (a. & n.); dissenter. 
[F, or f. L ms(sidere = sedere sit), -ent] 

disslm'ilar, a. Unlike (to, also rarely 
from, with). Hence dissimila'riTY n., 
~ly2 adv. [dis-] 

dissim'il|ate, v.t. (philol.). Make unlike 
(sounds repeating each other, as in cin¬ 
namon, orig. cinnatnom). Hence ~A'tion 

n. [f. L ms(similis like), after assimilate] 

dissimilitude, n. Unlikeness, [f. L 
dissimilihtdo (prec., -tude)] 

dissim'ul|ate, v.t. & i. Pretend not to 
have or feel (cf. simulate) ; dissemble, be 
hypocritical. So ~a'tion, ~atoR, nn. [f. 
L ms(simiilare simulate), -ate3] 

diss'ipat|e, v.t. & i. Disperse, dispel or 
disappear, (cloud, vapour, care, fear, 
darkness); dissolve to atoms, bring or 
come to nothing; squander (money); 
fritter away (energy, attention); engage 
in frivolous or dissolute pleasures (people 
go there to ~e). Hence ~ive a. [f. L 
Dis(sipare throw), -ate3] 

For compounds of dis- not given consult dis-. 
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diss'ipated, a. In vbl senses; esp., given 
to dissipation, dissolute. [-ED1 ] 

dissipation, n. Scattering, dispersion, 
disintegration; wasteful expenditure of; 
distraction, want of concentration, of 
faculties etc.; frivolous amusement; in¬ 
temperate or vicious living, [f. F, or L 
dissipatio (dissipate, -ion)] 

disso'cialize (-sha-), -ise (-iz), v.t. Make 
unsocial, disincline for society, [dis-, 
social, -IZE] 

disso'cilate (-slil-), v.t. Disconnect, sepa¬ 
rate, in thought or in fact (from.); (Chem.) 
decompose, e.g. by heat; (Psych.) cause 
(person’s mind) to develop more than one 
centre of consciousness (~ated personality, 
co-existence of two or more distinct 
personalities in the same person). So 
~a'tion (-si-), n., ~able, ~atrvE, (-sha-), 
aa. [f. L dis(sociare f. socius comrade), 
-ate 3] 

diss'olujble (-dobl; or dlsfll'ubl), a. That 
can be disintegrated, untied, or discon¬ 
nected. Hence ~bil'ity (-Ido-) n. [f. F, or 
L ms(solubilis SOLUBLE)] 

diss'oiute (-dot), a. Lax in morals; licen¬ 
tious. Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv., ~ness 
(-tn-) n. [f. L dissolutus p.p. (dissolve)] 

dissolution (-loo-), n. Disintegration, de¬ 
composition ; liquefaction (of ice or snow); 
undoing of bond, partnership, marriage, 
or alliance; dismissal of assembly, || esp. 
ending of a Parliament with a view to 
fresh election; death; coming to an end, 
fading away, disappearance. [ME, f. OF, 
or L dissolutio (foil., -ion)] 

dissolv|e' (-z-), v.t. & i. Decompose (t. & 
i.); make or become liquid esp. by im¬ 
mersion in liquid (~ed in tears, weeping 
copiously), relax, enervate; vanish (~ing 
views, of magic lantern, one fading while 
another replaces it); disperse (t. & i.), 
|.| esp. Parliament or ~e, declare dis¬ 
solution ; put an end to (partnership 
etc.), annul. Hence ~'able a. [ME, f. L 
ms(solvere solut- loosen)] 

dissol'vent (-z-), a. & n. (Thing) that 
dissolves something (usu. of), [-ent] 

diss'onant, a. Discordant, harsh-toned, 
incongruous. Hence or cogn. diss'o- 
nANCE n., ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF, or L 
ms(sonare sound), -ant] 

dissuade' (-swad), v.t. Advise against, 
deprecate, (action); give advice to hinder, 
divert, (person from). So dissua'siON 
(-wazhn) n., dissuas'ivE (-sw-) a. [ME, f. 
L ms(suadere suas- persuade)] 

dissyllable etc. See disy- etc. 
dissymmet'rical, a., dissymm'etry, n. 
Symmetrical, symmetry, in opposite 
directions, as in the two hands (esp. of 
crystals with two corresponding forms). 
[DIS- ] 

dis'taff (-ahf), n. Cleft stick about 3 ft 
long on which wool or flax was wound for 
spinning by hand; corresponding part of 
spinning-wheel; woman’s work; ~ side, 
female branch of family (cf. spear-side 

for the male). [OE distsef, f. stale1, the 
first element being app. = LG diesse 
bunch of flax; cf. dizen ] 

dis'tal, a. (anat., bot.). Away from centre 
of body or point of attachment, terminal, 
[irreg. f. distant, -al] 

dis'tance, n., & v.t. 1. Being far off, 
remoteness; extent of space between, 
interval, (within strileing-~, near enough 
to deliver blow); avoidance of familiarity, 
reserve, (esp. keep one's ~); distant point 
(at, to, from, a ~); remoter field of vision 
(in the ~; middle ~, in painted or actual 
landscape, between foreground & far 
part); space of time (al this ~ of time); 
(in adv. phrr.) a good etc. ~ off; (Rac¬ 
ing) a length of 240 yds (i.e. the ~ of the 
~-post, used in (obs.) heat-racing, from 
the winning-post); beaten bya~ (by about 
that ~). 2. v.t. Place or make seem far 
off; leave far behind in race in competi¬ 
tion. [ME, f. OF deslance f. L distanlia 
(m1stare stand apart)] 

dis'tant, a. Far, or a specified distance, 
away or from (three miles ~); remote, far 
apart, in position, time, resemblance, 
etc. (a ~ lilzeness, connexion; ~ ages; ~ 
signal on railway, one in advance of 
home signal to give warning); not inti¬ 
mate, reserved, cool. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF, or L distant- part. st. sco 
distance ] 

distaste', n. Dislike, repugnance, slight 
aversion, (for). [dis-] 

distaste'ful (-tf-), a. Disagreeable, repel¬ 
lent, (to). Hence~NESSn. [-ful] 

distem'per1, v.t. (arch., usu. in p.p.). 
Upset, derange, in health or sanity (a 
~ed fancy). [ME, f. LL PisOrEMPEUure L)] 

distem'per2, n. Derangement, an ail¬ 
ment, of body or mind; dog-disease with 
catarrh, cough, & weakness; political dis¬ 
order. [f. prec.] 

distem'per3, n., & v.t. 1. Method of 
painting ou plaster or chalk with colours 
mixed with yolk of egg, size, etc., instead 
of oil, used for scene-painting & internal 
walls (paint in ~). 2. v.t. Paint (wall etc., 
or abs.) thus. [n. f. vb, f. OF deslemprer 
f. LL o.s distemper1] 

distend', v.t. & i. Swell out by pressure 
from within (balloon, vein, nostrils, etc.). 
So disten'siBLE a., distensiBii/rry, dis- 
ten'siON (-slin), nn. [f. L dis(tendere tens- 
stretch)] 

dis'tich (-k). n. Pair of verse lines, 
couplet, [f. L f. Gk m2(stikhon f. stikhos 
line) neut. adj.] 

dis'tichous (-k-). a. (hot.). (Having fruit 
etc.) arranged in two vertical lines on 
opposite sides of stem. [f. L f. Gk disti- 
khos. as prec., -ous] 

distil', v.i. & t. (-11-). Trickle down; come 
or give forth in drops, exude; turn to 
vapour by heat, condense by cold, & re¬ 
collect (liquid); extract essence of (plant 
etc., or fig. doctrine etc..): drive (volatile 
constituent) off or out by heat; make 
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(whisky, essence) by distillation; under¬ 
go distillation. So ~1a'tion n., ~l'a- 
tORY a. [ME, f. OF distiller, or L DI \stil- 
lare drop)] 

dis'tillate, n. Product of distillation, [as 
prec., -ate2] 

distill'| er, n. One who distils, esp. alco¬ 
holic spirit, whence~ ery(3) n.; apparatus 
for distilling salt water at sea. [-er1] 

distinct', a. Not identical, separate, in¬ 
dividual, different in quality or kind, un¬ 
like, (from, or abs.); clearly perceptible, 
plain, definite; unmistakable, decided, 
positive. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[ME, f. L distinctus p.p. see distinguish] 

distinc'tion, n. Making of a difference, 
discrimination, the difference made (~ 
without a difference, a merely nominal or 
artificial one); being different; thing that 
differentiates, mark, name, title; showing 
of special consideration, mark of honour; 
distinguished character, excellence, emi¬ 
nence; (of literary style! individuality. 
[ME, f. OFf. L distinctionem (distinguish, 

-ion)] 
distinctive, a. Distinguishing, charac¬ 
teristic. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness 

(-vn-) n. [f. LL distinctivus; see -ive] 
distingue (see Ap.), a. Of distinguished 
air, features, manners, etc. [F] 

distinguish (-nggw-), v.t. & i. Divide 
into classes etc.; be, see, or point out, the 
difference of (thing, thing from another; 
also intr. with between), differentiate, 
draw distinctions; characterize, be a 
mark or property of; make out by listen¬ 
ing, looking, etc., recognizo; make oneself 
prominent (often by gallantry etc.). 
Hence ~able a., ~abiY2 adv. [f. F 
distinguer or L ml(stinguere stinct- ex¬ 
tinguish) with irreg. use of -ish2] 

distinguished (-nggwlsht), a. In vbl 
senses; esp.: remarkable (for or by quality 
etc.), eminent, famous, of high standing; 
= DISTINGUE. [-ED1] 

distdkt', v.t. Put out of shape, make 
crooked or unshapely, (actually or, as by 
curved mirror etc., apparently); misre¬ 
present (motives, facts, statements). 
Hence or cogn. ~ediY2 adv., distdt'tiON 
n., (also) lack of clearness and correctness 
in sounds transmitted by telephone or 
wireless, distdl'tionAL (-sho-) a. [f. L 
T>\s(torquere tort- twist)] 

distdk'tionist (-sho-), n. Caricaturist; 
acrobat who distorts his body. [-1ST] 

distract', v.t. Divert, draw away, (atten¬ 
tion, the mind, usu. from); draw in 
different directions, divide or confuse 
the attention of, (often p.p. with between) 
bewilder, perplex; (chiefly p.p.) drive 
mad or infuriate (~ed with, by, at). Hence 
~edLY2, ~ingLY2, adw. [ME, f. L DlS- 
trahere tract- draw)] 

distrac'tion, n. Diversion of, thing that 
diverts, the mind; interruption; lack of 

district 

concentration; amusement, relief from 
over-absorption; confusion, perplexity, 
internal conflict, dissension; frenzy, mad¬ 
ness, (to ~, to a mad degree), [f. L 
distractio (prec., -ION)] 

distrain', v.i. (legal). Levy a distress 
(upon person or his goods, or abs.), seizo 
chattels to compel person to pay money 
due (esp. rent) or meet an obligation, or 
to attain satisfaction by sale of the 
chattels. Hence ~er\ ~or, ~ee', ~ment 

& (in same sense) distraint', nn. [ME, 
f. OF destreindre f. L DI'(slringere strict- 
squeeze) ] 

distrait’ (-ra), a. (fem. -le, pr. -at). Absent- 
-minded, not attending. [F] 

distraught' (-awt), a. Violently agitated; 
crazy. [ME; alt. of obs. distract a. after 
straught, p.p. of stretch] 

distress'1, n. Severe pressure of pain, 
sorrow, etc., anguish; want of money or 
necessaries; straits, dangerous position; 
exhaustion, being tired out, breathless¬ 
ness; (Law) = distraint; ~-pun, -rocket, 
signals from ship in danger; ~-warrant, 
authorizing distraint. Hence ~ful a. 
[ME, f. OF destrece f. Gallo-Rom. 
*districtia (= LL districtio distrain, -y1)] 

distress'2, v.t. Subject to severe strain, 
exhaust, afflict; cause anxiety to, vex, 
make unhappy. Hence ~ingLY2 adv. 
[ME, f. AF deslresser, OF -ecier, f. prec.] 

distrib'utary, n. River branch that does 
not return to main stream after leaving 
it (as in a delta), [foil. 4- -ary1] 

distrib'ut|e, v.t. Deal out, give share of 
to each of a number; spread abroad, 
scatter, put at different points; divide 
into parts, arrange, classify; (Print.) 
separate (type that has been set up) & 
return each letter to its proper box in tho 
case; (Log.) use (term) in its full exten¬ 
sion so that it includes every individual 
of the class. Hence (orig. -er) ~or n., 
~able a. [ME, f. L T>lS(tribuere tribut- 
assign) ] 

distribution, n. Distributing, apportion¬ 
ment; (Pol. Econ.) dispersal among con¬ 
sumers effected by commerce, also extent 
to which individuals or classes share 
in aggregate products of community; 
spreading abroad, dispersing, scattered 
situation or arrangement; division into 
parts, arranging, classification; (Print.) 
act or process of distributing type; (Log.) 
application of term to all individuals of 
the class. Hence ~al (-sho-) a. [ME, f. 
OF, or L distribv.tio (prec., -ion)] 

distributive, a. & n. 1. Of, concerned 
with, produced by, distribution; (Log., 
Gram.) referring to each individual of a 
class, not to the class collectively. 2. n. 
(Gram.) ~ word (as each, neither, every). 
Hence~LY2 (-vl-) adv. [ME, f. F (-if, -ive), 
or LL -ivus (distribute, -ive)] 

dis'trict, n., & v.t. 1. Territory marked 

For compounds of dis- not given consult dis-. 
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off for special administrative purpose; 
II division of parish with its own church or 
chapel & clergyman; II urban or rural 
division of county with D~ Council; 
assigned sphere of operations; tract of 
country with common characteristics, 
region; attorney, prosecuting officer of 
a ~; || ~ visitor, person working under 
clergyman’s direction in section of parish. 
2. v.t. Divide into ~s. [F, f. med. L 
districtus jurisdiction f. L district- see 
distrain ] 

dlstring'as (-ngg-), n. (law). Writ bidding 
the sheriff or other officer distrain in 
certain cases. [L, = thou shalt distrain] 

distrust'1, n. Want of trust, doubt, sus¬ 
picion. Hence ~ful a. (of), ~fulLY2 adv. 
[dis-J 

distrust'2, v.t. Have no confidence in, 
doubt, not rely on. [dis- ] 

disturb', v.t. Agitate, trouble, disquiet, 
unsettle; perplex. [ME, f. OF destorber 
f. L ms(turbare i. turba crowd)] 

distulb'ance, n. Interruption of tran¬ 
quillity, agitation; tumult, uproar, out¬ 
break; (Law) molestation, interference 
with rights or property. [ME, f. OF 
destorbance (prec., -ance)] 

disun'ion (-yon), n. Separation, want of 
union, dissension. So disuNiTE' v.t. & i. 
[DIS - ] 

disuse'1 (-s), n. Discontinuance, want of 
use or practice, desuetude, [f. foil. 1 

disuse'2 (-z), v.t. Cease to use. [f. OF 
desuser (dis-, use)] 

disyll'|able, diss-, n. Word, metrical 
foot, of two syllables. So ~ab'io a., 
~ab'iCALLY adv. [f. F dissyUabe (di-2, 

syllable) ; -ss- in F as sign of hard sound] 
ditch, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Long narrow ex¬ 
cavation, esp. to hold or conduct water or 
serve as boundary; watercourse; the 
English Channel or North Sea (R.A.F. 
si.); die2 in last ~; <■—water, stagnant in 
~ (esp. dull as ~-waler). 2. vb. Make or 
repair ~es (esp. hedging <& ~ing), whence 
~'erj (1, 2) n.; provide with ~es, drain; 
(si.) leave in the lurch; (si., of airman) 
make forced landing on sea, bring (air¬ 
craft) down thus; (pass., of vehicle) stick 
in a ~. [OE die, OS dik, MHG tich, ON 
dilci, of unkn. orig., see dike] 

di'theism, n. Religious dualism, belief 
In independent principles of good & evil. 
[di-2] 

dith'er (-dh-), v.i., & n. Tremble, quiver; 
vacillate, [imit. ] 

dith'yramb (-dm), n. Greek choric hymn 
of wild character; Bacchanalian song; 
vehement or inflated poem, speech or 
writing. So dithyram'bic a. & n. [f. L 
f. Gk dithurambos] 

ditt'any, n. A herb, formerly of medicinal 
repute. [ME, f. OF ditan f. L f. Gk 
diktamnon perh. f. Dikte in Crete] 

ditt'5, a. & n. (abbr. d°, do; pi. -os). The 
aforesaid, the same, (in accounts, inven¬ 
tories, & commerc. or colloq. talk, instead 

diver 
of repeating word); duplicate, similar 
thing, (~ suit, suit of ~s, clothes all of 
one material); say ~ to, agree with, 
endorse opinion of. [It. (now detlo), f. L 
dictus p.p. of dieere say] 

dittog'raphy, n. Copyist’s mistaken 
repetition of letter, word, or phrase, cf. 
HAPLOGRAniY. Hence dittograph'ic a. 
[f. Gk dittos double, -graphy] 

ditt'y, n. Short simple song. [ME, f. 
OF dile f. L diclatum neut. p.p, of dictare 
DICTATE2] 

ditt'y-bag, -box, nn. Sailor’s, fisher¬ 
man’s, receptacle for odds & ends. [orig. 
unkn. ] 

diuret'ic, a. & n. (Substance) exciting 
discharge of urine. [ME, f. OF -ique, or 
LL f. Gk diouretikos f. ms(oureo make 
water), -10] 

dlurn'al, a. (Astron.) occupying one day; 
(arch.) daily, of each day; of the day, 
not nocturnal. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. 
LL diurnalis (dies day) ] 

div (dev), n. Evil spirit in Persian mytho¬ 
logy. [Pers., ■= Skr. deva god] 

tli'va (de-), n. Great woman singer, prima 
donna. [It. f. L, = goddess] 

div'aglate, v.i. Stray, digress. Hence 
' 'A’tion n. [f. L di '(vagari wander), -ate 3] 

di'valent, a. Combining with two atoms 
of hydrogen etc., having two combining 
equivalents, [di-2, L valere be worth, 
-ENT] 

divan', n. Oriental council of State, esp. 
Turkish privy council; oriental council- 
-chamber, court of justice; long seat 
against room-wall; smoking-room, cigar- 
-shop. [Turk., f. Pers. devan brochure, 
account-book, custom-house (see do DANE), 
tribunal, senate, bench] 

diva'ric|ate (or di-), v.i. Diverge, branch, 
(of roads, branches, etc.). Hence or cogn. 
~A'TI0N n., ~ATE2 (-at) a. (bot., zool.). [f. 
L di 1 (varicare f. various straddling), -ate 3 ] 

dive, v.i., & n. 1. Plunge, esp. head fore¬ 
most, into water etc.; (of aircraft) plunge 
steeply downwards, (of submarine) sub¬ 
merge ; go down or out of sight suddenly; 
put one’s hand into water, vessel, pocket; 
penetrate or search mentally into; div i ng - 
-bell, open-bottomed box or bell in which 
person can be let down into deep water. 
2. n. Plunge, header, swim under water; 
submerging of submarine, aircraft’s steep 
descent; sudden dart out of sight; 
*drinking-den; a basement or under¬ 
ground room in which some particular 
commodity is sold (oyster ~); hiding- 
-place or sanctuary for the disreputable; 
~-bomber, aircraft specially designed to 
aim bombs at target by diving towards 
it and release them while diving, so ~- 
-bomb v.t. & i. [repr. OE dufan (intr.) 
dive, sink, & dyfan (trans.) immerse; f. 
Gmc *dubh-, cogn. w. deep, dip] 

div'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: person who 
dives for pearls, to examine sunk ships, 
etc.; kinds of diving bird, [-bp.1] 
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diverge' (or dl-), v.i. & t. Proceed in 
different directions from point or each 
other; go aside from track; differ, deviate; 
make ~ge, deflect. Hence ~'gENCE, 
~'gENCY, nn., ~'gENT a., ~'gentLV2 adv. 
[f. med. L divergere f. Dl-1, L vergere verge 

v.] 
div'ers (-z), a. (arch, or joc.). Sundry, 
several, more than one. [ME, f. OF f. 
L di 1 (versus p.p. of verlere turn) = foil.] 

diverse' (or di-), a. Unlike in nature or 
qualities; varied, changeful. Hence or 
cogn. ~ly2 (-si-) adv., divers'ii-'ortM a. 
[ME, as prec.] 

divShs'ilfy (or di-), v.t. Make diverse, 
vary, modify, variegate. So ~fic:a/tion 

n. [ME, f. OF diversifier f. med. L 
diversificare (prec., -fy)] 

divdr'sion (or di-; -shn), n. Deflecting, 
deviation; diverting of attention, man¬ 
oeuvre to secure this, feint; recreation, 
pleasant distraction, pastime, [f. LL 
diversio (divert, -ion)] 

divdrs'ity (or di-), n. Being diverse, unlike¬ 
ness ; different kind; variety. [ME, f. OF 
diversite f. L diversitatem (divers, -ity)] 

divert' (or di-), v.t. Turn aside, deflect, 
(stream etc., from, to, or abs.); turn else¬ 
where, get rid of, ward off; draw off 
attention of (from one thing to another), 
distract; entertain, amuse, whence ~ing2 

a., ~ingLY2 adv. [f. OF divertir f. L 
Dl1vertere & de verlere. -vers- turn in 
different directions, turn away] 

divertissement (devertes'mahn), n. 
Short ballet etc. between the acts of a 
play. [F] 

Div'es (-z), n. (Typical name for) rich 
man; || (Law) ~ costs, costs on higher 
scale (opp. pauper costs). [L, = rich, ref. 

to Luke xvi. 19, where Vulgate has ~] 
divest' (or di-), v.t. Unclothe; strip of 
garment etc.; deprive, rid, of (~ oneself 
of, abandon). Hence ~ment, ~itCRK, nn. 
[16th c. devest f. OF dcsvestir (dis-, L 
vestire f. vestis garment)] 

|| div'i, divv'y, n. (Co-op. societies’ si.). 
Dividend, [abbr. ] 

divide'1, v.t. & i. Separate (t. & i.) into 
or in(lo) parts, split or break up; sunder, 
part, cut off, (things, thing from); cause 
to disagree, set at variance, distract; 
distribute, deal out, (among, between); 
share with others; (Math.) see how often 
number contains another (~ 20 by 3), do 
division, (of number) go into (number) 
without remainder; part (t. & i. of 
House of Parliament, meeting, etc.) into 
two sets in voting. (Mr X did not ~ the 
House; the House~d). [ME, f. L Dl l(vid£re 
-vis-)] 

divide'2, n. (U.S. etc.). Watershed, [f. 
prec. ] 

div'idend, n. (Math.) number to be 

divided by divisor; sum payable as 

interest on loan or as profit of joint-stock 

company (ex ~, cum ~) or to creditors 

of insolvent estate; individual’s share 

of it (II—warrant, order to pay this); 
~ stripping, evasion of tax on ~s by an 
arrangement between a company liable 
to pay tax and another able to claim 
repayment of tax. [f. F dividende or L 
dividendum (divide1, -nd1)] 

divid'er, n. In vbl senses; esp., (pi.) 
measuring-compasses, esp. those pro¬ 
vided with screw for setting to small 
intervals. [-EU1] 

div'i-div'i, n. Curved pods of a small 
tropical-American tree, used in tanning; 
this tree. [Carib] 

divid'ual, a. Separate; separable. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. L dividuus + -AL] 

divina'tion, n. Divining, insight into or 
discovery of the unknown or future by 
supernatural means; skilful forecast, 
good guess. [ME, f. OF f. L divinationem 
(divine2, -ation)] 

divine'1, a. (-er, -est), & n. 1. Of, from, 
like, God or a god (~ right of kings, inde¬ 
pendent of their subjects’ will); devoted 
to God, sacred, (~ service, public worship); 
superhumanly excellent, gifted, or beau¬ 
tiful; hence ~ly2 (-nl-) adv. 2. n. Person 
(usu. cleric) skilled in theology. [ME, f. 
OF devin f. L divinus f. dimes godlike] 

divln|e'\ v.t. & i. Make out by inspira¬ 
tion, magic, intuition, or guessing, fore¬ 
see, predict, conjecture; practise divina¬ 
tion ; ~ing-rod, see dowsing. Hence ~'eu2 

(4) n. [ME, f. F deviner f. L divinare 
(divinus divine1)] 

divin'ity, n. Being divine, godhood; a 
god, godhead; the D~, God; adorable 
or adored person; theology. University 
theological faculty; (Bookbind.) ~ calf 
(dark brown with blind tooling). [ME, f. 
OF devinite f. L divinitalem (divine1. -ty)J 

dlv'iniz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Deify. Hence 
~a'tion n. [f. F diviniser f. divin divine 1 ] 

divis'ible (-z-), a. Capable of being 
divided actually or in thought; (Math.) 
~ by, containing (a number) some 
number of times without remainder. 
Hence divisiBil'iTY (-z-) n. [f. F, or LL 
divisibilis (divide1, -ible)] 

divi'sion (-zhn), n. 1. Dividing or being 
divided, severance; distribution, sharing, 
(~ of labour, time-saving arrangement 
giving different parts of manufacturing 
process etc. to different persons). 2. Dis¬ 
agreement, discord. 3. (Math.) process of 
dividing number by another (long, short, 
~, methods usual with divisors greater, 
not greater, than 12; symbol of ~, -r , as 
3-r4 = f). 4. (Log.) classification, enum¬ 
eration of parts, distinction of meanings. 
5. (Pari.) separation of House into two 
sets for counting votes. 6. Dividing line, 
boundary; part, section. 7. Administra¬ 
tive etc. district, definite part, under 
single command, of army or fleet, esp. 
(Mil.) formation of an army, commanded 
by a Major-General, and (infantry ~) 
usu. consisting of three infantry brigades, 
with cavalry (now armoured car regiment). 
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artillery, engineers, signals, R.A.S.C., 
R.A.M.C., and R.A.O.C.; airborne, 
armoured, parachute, ~; || part of county 
or borough returning a Member of Parlia¬ 
ment. 8. (Nat. Hist.) section of kingdom, 
order, genus, etc. 9. || (Prison) lsf, 2nd, 
3rd,~, lenient, medium, severe, treatment 
in prison prescribed by judge. Hence 
~al (-zho-) a., ~alLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF f. 
L divisionem (divide1, -ion)] 

divis'or (-z-), n. (math.). Number by 
which another (the dividend) is to be 
divided; number that divides another 
without remainder. (ME, f. F diviseur or 
L divisor (divide1, -or)] 

divorce' *, n. Legal dissolution of mar¬ 
riage (~ a vin'ciilo matrimon'ii, i.e. from 
the bonds of marriage) opp. to judicial 
separation of married pair (~ d men'sa et 
tho’ro, i.e. from board and bed); (loosely) 
decree of nullity of marriage; (fig.) 
severance, sundering. [ME, f. OF f. L 
divortium f. Dl \vorterc later vertere turn) ] 

divdrce'2, v.t. Legally dissolve marriage 
between; separate (spouse) by divorce 
from; put away, repudiate, (spouse); dis¬ 
solve (union); sever (things, thing front). 
Hence di- or divdrcEE' (also F divorci 
masc., -ie fern.), ~MENT (-sm-), nn. [ME, 
f. OF divorcer f. LL divortiare (prec.)] 

div'ot, n. (Sc., north.). || A turf, sod; 
(Golf) piece of turf cut out in making a 
stroke, [orig. unkn. ] 

divullge' (-j), v.t. Let out, reveal. Hence 
or cogn. divulgA'TlON, ~ge'MENT (-jm-), 
~'gENCE, nn. [f. L m\vulgare publish f. 
vulgus people)] 

II diw'y, n. Var. of divi. 

DIx'ie(’s land), n. The U.S.A. south of 
Mason & Dixon’s line, the former slave 
States, [corrupt, of Dixon, surveyor] 

dix'y, dix'ie, n. Large iron pot in which 
stew, tea, etc., are made or carried on 
campaign, [f. Hind, degchi cooking pot] 

diz'en (or dl-), v.t. (rare). Array with 
finery, deck out or up, bedizen, [dress 
(distaff) with flax (1530): app. identical 
with first element in distaff] 

dizz'ly, a., & v.t. 1. Giddy, dazed, un¬ 

steady, tottering, confused; making 
giddy; (of mountain, tower, etc.) very 
high; (of stream, wheel, etc.) whirling 
rapidly; hence ~ily2 adv., ~1ness n. 

2. v.t. Make ~y, bewilder. [OE dysig, 
OFris. dusig, MDu. dosech, LG dusig, 
dosig, OHG tusic f. WG *<fus-] 

djibba(h). See jibba(ii). 

do1 (doo), v.t. & i. & aux. (sing. pres. 2, 
doest pr. doo'ist as t. & i., dost pr. dust 
as aux.; 3, does pr. duz & arch, doth pr. 
dQ-, doelh pr. doo'ith; past did, didst’, 
p.p. done pr. dim; don’t, didn’t, are com¬ 
mon for do not, did not; doesn’t, & vulg. 
don’t, for does not). 1. v.t. Put (arch.; 
now only in do to death); bestow, impart, 
grant, render, give, (does him credit, docs 
credit to his intelligence; does me good, 
lcarm; did a service to his country; do 

00 
justice to); perform, carry out, effect, 
bring to pass, (thing, work, good, right, 
wrong, duty, bidding, penance; it isn’t 
done, is bad form), whence do'iNQ1(l) 
(doo-) n., (esp., pi.) what happens on an 
occasion or is done by or befalls a person, 
(si.) adjuncts, things needed; (p.p. & 
perf.) complete, bring to an end, (it is, 
I have, done); exert, use, (do one’s 
endeavour, one’s best, &, si., one’s damned¬ 
est) ; produce, make, (have done six copies); 
operate on, deal with, repair, set in order, 
(docs the French books for the Athenaeum; 
paper-hanger does a house, housemaid a 
room; do one’s hair); cook, roast, etc., to 
the right degree (chop done to a turn; well, 
over, under, -done); solve (sum, problem); 
translate into English etc.; work at 
(lesson); play the part of (did Lear, the 
cicerone; hence do the polite etc.); exhaust, 
tire out; (si.) cheat (also do in the eye); 
traverse (such a distance); (eolloq.) see 
the sights of (city, museum); (si.) undergo 
(term of punishment); (with noun of 
action as compd vb) do battle etc., fight 
etc.; ||(sl.) provide food etc. for (they do 
you very well; do oneself well, make liberal 
provision for one’s own comfort). 2. v.i. 
(With adv. or advl phr.) act, proceed, 
(do as they do at Rome; would do wisely to 
vnthdraw); perform deeds (do or die); 
make an end (have done!, cease; let us 
have done with it); fare, get on, (well, 
badly, etc.; of person or thing; how do 
you do ? or how d’ye do ?); be suitable, 
answer purpose, serve, suffioe. 3. v. 
substitute: (a) replacing vb and taking 
its construction, as I chose my wife as she 
did her gown; (b) replacing vb & obj. 
etc., as if you saw the truth as clearly as I 
do; (c) as elliptical auxiliary, as ‘ did you 
see him? ’ ‘I did’; (d) with so, il, which, 
etc., as: I wanted to see him., & I did so; 
in passing through the market, which he 
seldom did; if you leant to tell him, do it 
now. 4. y. aux. Used with infin. for 
simple pres. & past (a) when special 
emphasis is to be laid on a fact, as I do 
so wish I could, esp. in contrast with what 
lias preceded, as but I did see him; also 
for imperat. in urgent petitions, as do 
tell me, do but think; or when the pronoun 
is inserted & emphasized, as do you go 
rather; (b) when inversion is desired, as 
rarely does it happen that; (c) the usual 
form in questions except with have, be, 
& some monosyl. vbs, as did you recognize 
her ?, do you dare ? or dare you ?; (d) usual 
in not statements except with be, have, 
dare, need, etc.; also in not commands. 
5. Phrr. etc.: a to-do, bustle, fuss; well- 
-to-do, rich enough, thriving; have to do 
with, he concerned or connected or have 
dealings with; nothing doing, going on; 
done, used in accepting offer or bet; do- 
-nothing, a. & n., idle(r). 6. With prepp.: 
do by, treat, deal with, in such a way; do 
for (eolloq.), II act as housekeeper etc. for. 
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ruin, destroy, kill; do to, unto, — do by; 
do with, get on with, tolerate (joe., could 
do with a drink), find sufficient; do without, 
dispense with. 7. With advr.; do away 
{with), abolish; do in (si.), kill; do up, 
restore, repair, wrap up (parcel), tire out. 
Hence do'ABLE (doo-) a., do'ER1 (dob-) n. 
[OE & OS don, OHG tuon, f. 1VG *dd- 
cogn. w. Gk tithemi] 

do2 (ddo), n. (si.). Swindle, imposture, 
hoax: II (colloq.) entertainment, jolli¬ 
fication (there’s a big do on at No. 2), (in 
pi.) share (fair do’s! share fairly), [f. 
prec. ] 

do3, doh, (do), n. (mus.). Key-note of scale 
(movable do); the note C (fixed do). 
[arbitrary 1 

do4, abbr. of ditto. 
doat. See dote. 
dobb'in, n. Draught or farm horse, [pet- 

-name = Robert] 
DocSt'ic, a., Docet'ist, Docet'ism, nn. 
(Of, holder of) the heresy that Christ’s 
body was not human but phantasmal or 
of celestial substance, [med. L f. Gk 
doketai (dokeo seem) + -ic, -1ST, -ism ] 

dochfan-do'ris (d5,v , see Ap., d5k-), n. 
Stirrup-cup, last drink, [f. Gael, deoch- 
-an-doruis a drink at the door] 

doch'miac (dbk-), a. & n. Composed of 
dochmii (dochmius, <->-w—); (n., usu. 
pi.) line(s) so composed, [f. L f. Gk 
dokhmiakos f. dokhmios oblique] 

do'clle, a. Teachable; submissive; easily 
managed. So docil'lTY n. [ME, f. OF, or 
L docilis (docere teach, -il)] 

dock1, n. Kinds of coarse weedy herb, 
popular antidote for nettle stings. [OE 
docce, cf. MDu. dockeblaederen] 

dock2, n. Solid fleshy part of animal’s 
tail; crupper of saddle or harness. [ME, 
= mod. Icel. dockr; ult. orig. unkn.] 

dock3, v.t. Cut short (animal in tail, 
person in hair; or tail etc.); lessen, 
deprive of, put limits on (person, sup¬ 
plies); (Law) ~ the entail, cut it off; 
~-tailed, with tail~ed. [f. prec.] 

dock4, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Basin with flood- 
-gates in which ships may be loaded, 
unloaded, or repaired (dry or graving ~, 
for repairing or building, water being 
pumped out; wet ~, with water kept at 
high-tide level; floating ~, floating struc¬ 
ture usable as dry ~); (usu. pi.) range of 
~ basins with wharves and offices, dock¬ 
yard; ’ship’s berth, wharf; (Railway) 
II platform-enclosure in which line ter¬ 
minates ; ~-ducs, charge for use of ~, also 
~'age(4) n.; —glass (large, for wine- 
-tasting); ~-master, superintendent of 
r^'yard or enclosure with ~s & all ship¬ 
building & repairing appliances, || esp. in 
connexion with Navy. 2. vb. Bring (ship), 
(of ship) come, into ~; furnish with ~s. 
[c. 1500, f. MDu. docks, of unkn. orig.] 

dock5, n. Enclosure in criminal court for 
prisoner; II ~ brief (undertaken gratis by 
barrister in court selected by poor 
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prisoner in ~). [10th c., prob. = Flem. 
dok cage, of unkn. orig.] 

dock'er, n. Labourer in dock4, [-er1] 
dock'et, n., & v.t. II (Law) register of legal 
judgements (vb, enter in this); endorse¬ 
ment on letter or document showing its 
contents or subject (vb, endorse thus); 
|| Custom-House warrant certifying pay¬ 
ment of duty; || certificate of cotton 
clearing-house entitling presenter to 
delivery; || permit to buy controlled or 
scarce goods. [15th c., of unkn. orig.] 

dock'iz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Make (river) into 
range of docks. Hence ~a'tion n. [-IZE] 

doc'tor1, n. (Arch.) teacher, learned 
man, (D~s of the Church, certain, esp. 
four Eastern & four Western, early 
fathers; who shall decide when ~s 
disagree ?); holder of the highest uni¬ 
versity degree in any faculty (often 
honorary; used as prefix to surname, 
usu. abbr. Dr), esp. ~ of medicine male 
or female (also pop. of any modical man, 
M.D. or not, esp. in voc.); (Naut. si.) 
ship’s cook; kinds of mechanical appliance 
for regulating etc.; artificial fly; ~’s stuff, 
physic. Hence or cogn. ~al, doctor'lAL, 
~less, aa., ~ate\ ~shlp(1, 3), ~hood, 
doc'trEss1 (joc. etc. for usu. ~ fern.), 
nn. [ME, f. OF f. L (docere doct- teach, 
-OR)] 

doc'tor2, v.t. & i. Confer degree of doctor 
on; treat (patient, oneself) medically; 
castrate; patch up (machinery etc.); 
adulterate, falsify; practise as physician 
(esp. in gerund), [f. prec.] 

Doc'tors’ Comm'ons, n. pi. Common 
table, buildings (in which certain courts 
were held), of former College of Doctors 
of Civil Law in London (frequent literary 
allusions to probate, marriage-licence, & 
divorce business once transacted there). 
[COMMONS] 

doctrinaire', doctrinar'ian, nn. & aa. 
1. Pedantic theorist, person who applies 
principle without allowance for circum¬ 
stances; hence doctrinair'iSM(2), doc- 
trinar'ianiSM(2), nn. 2. adj. Theoretic 
and unpractical. [-aire F (L doclrina doc¬ 

trine, -ary1) name of French political 
party 1815; -arian] 

doc'trinal (or ddktrin1), a. Of, incul¬ 
cating, doctrine(s). Hence ~LY2 adv. [f. 
LL doctrinalis (foil., -al)] 

ddc'trm|e, n. What is taught, body of 
instruction; religious, political, scientific, 
etc., belief, dogma, or tenet (Monroe ~s, 
U.S. policy foreshadowed by President 
Monroe 1823 discountenancing European 
State interference in America). Hence 
~ism(1), ~ist(1), nn., ~ize(2) v.i. [ME, f. 
OF f. L cloctrina (doctor1, -ine3)] 

doc'ument, n., & v.t. 1. Thing, esp. deed, 
writing, or inscription, that furnishes 
evidence (human ~, description, incident, 
etc., illustrating human nature); hence 
dScumen'tARY1 a., (also n., film dealing 
with a natural history, archaeological. 
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industrial, travel, or similar subject, usu. 
accompanied by an explanatory talk). 
2. v.t. Prove by, provide with, ~s or 
evidence; so dScumentA'nON n. [ME, f. 
OF f. L documentum (docere teach, -ment)] 

dodd'er1, n. Kinds of slender leafless 
threadlike parasitic plant. [ME doder 
= MLG dod(d)er, MHG toter (G dotter)] 

dodd'er2, v.i. Tremble, nod, with frailty, 
palsy, etc. (—grass, quaking-grass); 
totter, potter, be feeble. Hence ~er1 n., 
infirm, feeble, or inept person, [orig. 
unkn.; cf. obs. (15th c.) daddcr] 

dodd'ered (-erd), a. Having lost the top 
or branches (of oaks & other trees), [prob. 
f. frequent, of obs. vb dod poll, 
lop] 

dodec(a)-, comb, form = twelve-, as 
dodec'agon, plane figure of twelve sides, 
dodecahde'ron, solid figure of twelve faces, 
dodecasyTl'able, verse of twelve syllables. 
[f. Gk dodeka twelve] 

dodge1, v.i. & t. 1. v.i. Move to & fro, 
change position, shuffle; move quickly 
round, about or behind, obstacle so as to 
elude pursuer, blow, etc.; play fast & 
loose, quibble, prevaricate; (of bell in 
chime) sound one place out of the normal 
order. 2. v.t. Baffle by finesse, trifle 
with; elude (pursuer, opponent, blow) 
by sideward deviation etc.; move (thing) 
to & fro; ask (person) questions in unex¬ 
pected order. [orig. unkn.] 

dodge2, n. Piece of dodging, quick side- 
-movemont; trick, artifice; (colloq.) clever 
expedient, mechanical etc. contrivance; 
sounding of bell out of normal place in 
chimes. Hence dodg'Y2 a. [f. prec.] 

dodg'er, n. In vbl senses; esp., artful or 
elusive person; (colloq.) screen on ship’s 
bridge as protection from spray etc.; 
•small handbill; *Indian-meal cake 
(corn—). [-er 1 ] 

dod'o, n. (pi. -oes, -os). Large extinct bird 
of Mauritius, [f. Port, doudo simpleton] 

doe (do), n. Female of fallow deer (cf. 
buck1), hare or rabbit; —'skin (-os-), skin 
of ~, leather of this, fine cloth resembling 
it. [OE dd, of unkn. orig.] 

does, doest. See do1. 
doff, v.t. Take off (hat, clothing); (rarely) 
abandon, discard, (custom, condition). 
[ME, = do off] 

d5g\ n. 1. Quadruped of many breeds 
wild & domesticated; hunting-dog (fig., 
—s of war, havoc, rapine); male of ~, wolf 
(also —wolf), (fem. bitch), or fox (also 
—-fox). 2. Worthless or surly person; fellow 
(sly, lucky, jolly, —; sea—). 3. (astron.). 
Greater or Lesser Dog, constellations, 
also Sirius or Procycon, chief star in either 
(also — -star, usu. Sirius; —-days, hottest 
part of year in July & Aug., variously 
dated with ref. to rising of Sirius). 4. 
Kinds of mechanical device for gripping 
etc.; short iron bar with upturned spike 
at each end in common use for joining 
heavy timbering; (pi., also fire—s) pair of 
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metal supports for burning wood, or for 
grate, or for fire-irons. 5. (Also sea—) 
light near horizon portending storm; 
sun—, parhelion. 6. Phrr.; go to the —s, 
bo ruined; throw to the —s, throw away, 
sacrifice; not have word 1 to throw at —; 

every — has his day ; love me, love my 
accept my friends as yours; rain cats <£• 
~s; die like a —, a —’s death, miserably, 
shamefully; not a —’s chance, not even 
the least chance; take hair of — that bit 
you, drink more to cure effects of drink; 
help lame — over stile, bo friend in need; 
lead, lead one, a -’s life, a life of misery or 
of miserable subserviency; give — ill name 
& hang him., of power of nickname or 
slander; let sleeping —s lie, let well alone; 
put on — (colloq.), assume airs of im¬ 
portance; || the —s (colloq.), greyhound 
race-meeting; ~ in the manger, one who 
prevents others enjoying what is useless 
to him; ~ in a blanket, rolled currant 
dumpling or jam pudding. 7. ’—’berry, 
fruit of ~wood; —-biscuit, for feeding ~s; 
II —-box, railway van for ~s; —’cart, two- 
-wheeled driving-cart with cross seats 
back to back; —-cheap, very; —-collar, 
lit., & fig. of person’s straight high collar 
divided at back, clerical collar; —-faced, 
epithet of kind of baboon; —-fall, in 
which wrestlers touch ground together; 
—-fennel, stinking camomile; —'fight, a 
fight (as) between ~s, (colloq.) a fight 
between aircraft; —'fish, kinds of small 
shark & other fish; —(’s)-grass, couch- 
-grass; —-hole, -hutch, mean room; ~'- 
house (in the —house, si., in disgrace); ~ 
latin, incorrect, mongrel; —-lead, string 
etc. for leading ~; ■-—leg(ged) staircase, 
going back & forward without well-hole; 
—'rose, wild hedge rose; —(’s)-ear n. & v.t., 
corner of page turned down with use, 
fill (book) with these; —’s-body, (Naut. si.) 
dried pease boiled in a cloth, a junior 
officer, drudge; —'shore, wooden prop 
supporting ship’s weight during building 
and cut away before launching; —'skin, 
leather of or imitating ~’s skin used for 
gloves; —-sleep, light & fitful; —’s letter, 
r (f. snarling sound); —’s-meat, horseflesh, 
offal; —’s-nose, mixed drink of beer & 
gin; —(’s)-tail, kind of grass; —’s-tongue, 
plants of borage kind; —’s-loolh, plant 
with speckled leaves & flowers; —-tired, 
tired out; —-tooth, small pyramidal 
ornament esp. in Norman & Early English 
architecture; —-violet, scentless kind; —L 
-watch (Naut.), short half watch of two 
hours (4-6, 6-8, p.m.); —-whip, for keep¬ 
ing ~s in order; —'wood, wild cornel, 
•kind of flowering shrub. Hence ~ g'lsn1, 
~'iess, ~'like, aa., ~g'yx or ~g'ie(-g-) 
[-y 3 ], ~'HOOD, nn. [late OE docga, of 
unkn. orig. ] 

dog2, v.t. (-gg-). Follow closely, pursue, 
track, (person, his steps; of person or 
calamity etc.); (Mech.) grip with dog. 
[f. prec.] 
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dog'ate, n. Office of doge. [f. F dogal f. 
It. dogato (foil., -ate1)] 

doge (-}), n. (liist.). Chief magistrate of 
Venice, Genoa. [F f. It., f. L ducem nom. 
dux leader] 

dogg'ed (-g-), a. Obstinate, tenacious, 
persistent, unyielding, (it's ~ does it, 
persistency succeeds). Hence -~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [ME;-ED2] 

dogg'er (-g-), n. Two-masted bluff- 
-bowed Dutch fishing-boat. [ME, f. MDu. 
dogger fishing-boat, cf. ten dogge varen to 
go to the cod-fishing] 

dSgg'erel (-ge-), a. & n. Trivial, mean, 
halting, or irregular, (verse). [ME, app. 
f. dog1 (as in dog lot in etc.)] 

dogg'5, adv. (si.). Lie ~ (motionless, 
making no sign), [dog] 

dogg'ly2 (-g-), a. (for doggy1 see dog1). Of 
dogs; devoted to dogs. Hence ~Iness n. 
[-Y2] 

dog'ma, n. (pi. ~.s, rarely ~ta). Principle, 
tenet, doctrinal system, esp. as laid 
down by authority of Church; arrogant 
declaration of opinion. [L f. Gk (dogma 
-mat- opinion, f. dokeo seem, -M ] 

dogmat'llc (rarely ~!cal),a. Of dogma(s), 
doctrinal; based on a priori principles, 
not on induction; (of person, book, etc.) 
authoritative, laying down the law, 
arrogant. Hence ~ics n., ~ically adv. 
[f. LL f. Gk dogmatikos (prec., -10) ] 

dog'mat|ize, -t|ise (-iz), v.i. & t. Deal in 
positive unsupported assertions, speak 
authoritatively; express (principle etc.) 
as a dogma. So~ism(1), ~ist (1), nn. [f. F 
dogmaiiser or LL f. Gk dogmatizo (dogma, 
-ize)] 

do'gdbd'cr (doo-), n. (colloq.,freq. derog.). 
Earnest, idealistic, would-be reformer. 
[ -ER1 ] 

doh. See do3. 
doil'y, n. Small napkin placed below 
finger-glass etc. [fabric named from 17th- 
-c. London linen-draper] 

do'ing (dbo-). See do l. 
doit, n. Very small sum or coin; merest 
trifle (esp. don’t carea~). [16th c.,f. MLG 
doyt, MDu. dn.it, of unkn. orig. ] 

II doit'ed, a. (Sc.). Crazed, esp. with age. 
[ME; orig. unkn.] 

diil'ce far nT&nt'e (-cha), n. Pleasant 
idleness. [It., = sweet doing noth¬ 
ing] 

dol'drums (-z), n. pi. Dullness, dumps, 
depression; (of ship, usu. in the ~) be¬ 
calmed state; region of calms & light 
baffling winds near equator. [prob. 
formed on dull, cf. tantrums] 

dSle1, n., & v.t. 1. (arch.). Lot, destiny, 
(happy man be his ~, may he be happy). 
2. Charitable distribution; charitable 
(esp. sparing, niggardly) gift of food, 
clothes, or money; || the ~ (colloq.), relief 
claimable by the unemployed. 3. v.t. 
Deal out sparingly, esp. as alms. [OE dal, 
f. Gmc *dailaz, see deal1] 

dole2, n. (poet.). Grief, woe; lamentation. 

[ME dot etc. f. OF dol, doel, etc. f. Rom. 
* dolus f. L dolere grieve] 

dole'ful (-If-), a. Dreary, dismal; sad, 
discontented, melancholy. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ~ness n. [ME ; prec., -fux] 

dol'erite, n. Coarse basaltic rock much 
used as road-metal. [F (-e-), f. Gk doleros 
deceptive (because easily confused with 
true greenstone) ] 

dol'ichocephal'ic (-ko-), a. Long-headed 
(of skull with breadth less than £ of 
length; or of person or race with such 
skull), [f. Gk dolikhos long +-cephalic ] 

doll, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Toy baby, puppet; 
(~’s house, miniature toy house for ~s, 
diminutive dwelling-house); pretty silly 
woman (so ~’s face). Hence ~'ish 1 a., 
~'ishLY2 adv., ~'lshNESS n. 2. v.t. & i. 
(colloq.). Dress up smartly, deck up. 
[short for Dorothy ] 

doll'ar, n. (Orig.) English name for 
German thaler, also for Spanish piece of 
eight; unit of U.S. gold & silver coinage 
= 100 cents (symbol or ~ sign, $; the 
almighty ~, money, mammon); corre¬ 
sponding coin in Canada, etc.; li (si.) five- 
shilling piece, crown; half a ~ (si.), half a 
crown; ~ area (in which currency is linked 
to U.S. ~); ~ diplomacy (that seeks to 
further the commercial and financial 
interests of a country abroad and to 
extend its influence in international 
relations by means of these interests). 
[16th c. daler etc. f. LG & early mod. 
Du. daler f. G taler f. Joachimstaler coin 
from silver mine of the Joachimstal] 

doll'op, n. (colloq.). Clumsy or shapeless 
lump of food etc. [orig. obsc.; cf. N onv. 
dial, dolp lump] 

doil'y, n. (Pet-name, esp. in voc., for) 
doll; kinds of appliance in clothes- 
-washing, ore-washing, pile-driving, iron- 
-punching, polishing, etc.; ~-shop, marine 
store. [-y 3 ] 

Doil'y Vatd'en, n. Kinds of woman’s hat 
& dress, [character in Barnaby Rudge] 

dol'man, n. Long Turkish robe open in 
front; hussar’s jacket worn with sleeves 
hanging loose; woman’s mantle with 
flaps for sleeves, [ult. f. Turk, dolanum] 

dol'men, n. Megalithic tomb. [F, perh. f. 
Cornish (doll hole, men stone)] 

dol'omlte, n. Kind of rock (double car¬ 
bonate of lime & magnesia); The D~s, 
mountains of this, esp. those in Tyrol. 
Hence dolomit'ic a. [Dolomieu, French 
geologist 1794, -ite1] 

dol'orous, a. (usu. poet, or joc.). Dis¬ 
tressing, painful; dismal, doleful; dis¬ 
tressed. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF f. 
LL dolorosus (dolour, -ous)] 

dol5se', a. (leg il). Having criminal 
intent; intentionally deceitful, [f. L 
dolosus (dolus guile, -ose1)] 

dol'our (-ler), n. (poet.). Sorrow, distress. 
[ME, f. OF, f. L dolorem nom. -or] 

dol'phin, n. Sea animal of the whale 
order resembling porpoise but larger & 
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with beak-like snout; the fish dorado, 
which changes to many colours in 
dying; curved fish in heraldry, sculpture, 
etc.; bollard or mooring-post or buoy. 
[ME also delphin f. L delphinus f. Gk 
delphis -inos; cf. delphin ] 

dolt, n. Dull fellow, blockhead. Hence 
~'ish1 a., ~'ishNES3 n. [app. related 
to dol, dold, obs. var. of dull, dulled] 

Dom, title prefixed to names of R.-C. 
dignitaries, and Benedictine & Carthu¬ 
sian monks, and in Portugal & Brazil 
to Christian names of persons of the 
royal family, cardinals, bishops, etc. 
[abbr. of L dominus lord] 

-dom, suf. forming nouns expressing 

rank, condition, domain, f. nn. or adjj. 

(earldom, freedom, kingdom), Sc (f. nouns) 

used collectively for the pi. or = the 

ways of (officialdom). [OE, OS -dom, 
OHG -luom (G-turn), orig. an independent 
n. = DOOM1] 

domain', n. Estate, lands, dominions; 
district under rule, realm, sphere of 
influence; scope, field, province, of 
thought or action; (Internat. & U.S. 
law) Eminent D~, lordship of sovereign 
power over all property in State, with 
right of expropriation. So doman'lAL a. 
[f. F domaine, earlier OF demeine 
DEMESNE ] 

d5me, n., & v.t. 1. Stately building, 
mansion, (poet.); rounded vault as roof, 
with-circular, elliptical, or polygonal base, 
large cupola; natural vault, canopy, (of 
sky, trees, etc.); rounded summit of hill 
etc.; hence domED2 (-md), d5m'ic(AL), 
~'like (-ml-), dom'y2, aa. 2. v.t. Cover 
with, shape as, ~. [F, f. It. duomo 
cathedra], dome, (& direct) f. L domus 
house ] 

Domes'day (Book) (dobroz-), n. Record 
of Will. I’s Great inquisition of lands of 
England made 1086. [ME, = doom 1sday, 
pop. name given to the book as final 
authority] 

domes't|ic, a. & n. 1. Of the home, house¬ 
hold, or family affairs; of one’s own 
country, not foreign; native, home-made; 
(of animals) kept by or living with man; 
home-keeping, fond of home; hence 
~icAlly adv. 2. n. Household servant, 
[f. F domestique f. L domesticus (domus 
home)] 

domes'tic|ate, v.t. Naturalize (colonists, 
animals); make fond of home (esp. in 
p.p.); bring (animals) under human 
control, tame; civilize (savages). So 
~able a., ~a'tion n. [f. med. L domesti- 
eare (prec., -ate3)] 

dom6sti'cit|y (or do-), n. Domestic 
character; home life or privacy; home¬ 
liness; the ~ies, domestic affairs; domes¬ 
ticated state. [-ITY ] 

dom'ett, n. Fabric of wool & cotton used 
for shrouds etc. [orig. unkn.] 

dom'icile (or -II), n., & v.t. & i. I. Dwell¬ 
ing-place, home; (Law) place of perman¬ 

ent residence, fact of residing; place at 
which bill of exchange is made payable 
(v.t., make payable at a place). 2. vb. 
(Also domlcil'LwE3) establish, settle (t. 
& i.), in a place; so dSmiciliA'TiON n. 
[ME, f. OF f. L domiciliumf. domus home] 

domicil'iary (-lya-), a. Of a dwelling- 
- place (~ visit, of officials to search or 
inspect private house), [as prec., -ary1] 

ddm'Inant, a. & n. 1. Ruling, prevailing, 
most influential; (of heights) outstanding, 
overlooking others. 2. (inns.). Fifth note 
of scale of any key (adj., of this, as ~ 
chord, seventh, etc.); reciting note in 
eccles. modes, usu. fifth from final. 3. 
(Mendelism) main characteristic appear¬ 
ing in the first generation of hybrids 
inherited from one only of the parents 
(adj., of this). Hence dom'inANCE n., 
~ly2 adv. [F, f. L dominari see foil., 
-ANT] 

dom'inate, v.t. & i. Have commanding 
influence over (also intr. with over); be 
the most influential or conspicuous (of 
person, power, sound, feature of scene); 
(of heights) overlook, hold commanding 
position over. [f. L dominari (dominus 
lord), -ate3] 

dSmma'tion, n. Ascendancy, sway, con¬ 
trol; (pi.) angelic powers of fourth rank 
(see order1 1). [ME, f. OF f. L domina- 
tionem (prec., -ation)] 

domineer', v.i. Act imperiously, tyran¬ 
nize, be overbearing. Hence ~ingLY2 
adv. [f. Du. (-neren) f. F dominer domi¬ 
nate] 

domin'ical, a. Of the Lord (Christ; ~ 
year, date a.d.); of the Lord’s day, 
Sunday-, (~ letter, the one of the seven 
A-G denoting Sundays in any year), 
[f. LL & med. L dominicalis f. LL 
dominicus (L dominus lord, -ic) + -alis 
-al] 

Domin'ican, a. & n. 1. Of St Dominic or 
his order of preaching friars. 2. n. Black 
or ~ friar, [f. med. L Dominicanus f. 
Dominicus L name of Domingo de 
Guzman + -an ] 

|| dom'inie, n. (Sc.). Schoolmaster, [later 
sp. of (16th c.) demine sir voc. of L 
dominus lord ] 

domin'ion (-yon), n. Lordship, sovereign¬ 
ty, control; domains of feudal lord, 
territory of sovereign or government (D~ 
of Canada, name given to Canadian 
colonies united 1867; D~ of New Zealand, 
title given 1907; X>~ of Ceylon 1948); 
(Law) right of possession. [ME, f. OF f. 
med. L dorminionem nom. -o f. L dominium 
(dominus lord)] 

dom'ino, n. (pi. ~es). 1. Loose cloak with 
half-mask worn to conceal identity esp. 
at masquerade, whence ~ed2 (-od) a.; 
person wearing this ~. 2. One of 28 small 
brick-shaped pieces marked with pips 
used in game of ~es. [F, prob. f. L 
dominus lord, but unexplained] 

don1, n. 1. Spanish title prefixed to 
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Christian name (Don Juan, rake, liber¬ 
tine ; Don Quixote) ; Spanish gentleman, 
Spaniard. 2. Distinguished person; 
adept at something. 3. Head, fellow, or 
tutor, of college, whence ~h'ish1 a., 
~n'lshNESS n. [Sp., f. L dominus lord] 

don2, v.t. (-nn-). Put on (garment). [= do 
on] 

don'a(h), n. (si.). Woman; sweetheart, 
[f. Sp. dona or Port, dona f. L domina 
lady] 

dona'tion, n. Bestowal, presenting; 
thing presented, gift (esp. of money 
given to institution), whence ‘donate' 
v.t., present. (ME, f. OF f. L donationem 
(idonare give, -ation)] 

don'ative (or d6-), a. & n. (Benefice) 
given directly, not involving presenta¬ 
tion to or investment by the Ordinary; 
gift, present, esp. official largess. [ME, f. 
L donativum gift (OF donatif); adj. use 
later (L donare give, -ative)] 

dSn'atory, n. Recipient of donation, [f. 
rued. L donatorius (donare give, -ory)] 

done (dun), p.p. of do1. ~ brown, duped, 
swindled; ~ up, tired, 

donee', n. Recipient of gift, [as donor, -ee] 

II don'ga (-ngga), n. Gully, ravine. [S.- 
-Afr.] 

don'jon (also du-), n. Great tower of 
castle, keep. [arch, spelling of dungeon ] 

donk'ey, n. (pi. ~s). (Usual word for) 
ass; stupid person; ~-engine, hauling or 
hoisting steam-engine on ship’s deck; 
~’s years (si.), a very long time. [18th c., 
perh. f. dun1, or proper name Duncan (cf. 
dicky, neddy)] 

ddnn'a, n. Italian or Spanish or Portu¬ 
guese lady. [It., f. L domina mistress] 

Donn'ybrook (Fair), n. Scene of uproar, 
free fight. [Donnybrook in Ireland] 

don'or, n. Giver (esp. of blood for trans¬ 
fusion). [ME, f. OF doneur f. L dona- 
torem (donare give, -or) ] 

don’t1. See do1. 
don’t2,n.(joc.). Prohibition, [useofprec.] 
ddo'dle, v.i., & n. 1. Scrawl or draw 
absent-mindedly. 2. n. Scrawl or draw¬ 
ing so made; ~-bug, ‘(larva of) tiger 
beetle, ‘unscientific device for locating 
minerals, || fl3'ing-bomb (colloq.). [orig. 
unkn.] 

dool'ie, -y, n. Simple form of Indian 
litter used as army ambulance, [f. Hind. 
doli (Skr. dul- to swing)] 

doom1, n. (Hist.) Statute, law, decree; 
(arch.) decision, sentence, condemnation; 
fate, destiny, (usu. evil); ruin, death; the 
Last Judgement (now only in crack, day, 
of ~, & in —s'day; till —sday, for ever; cf. 
domesday). [OE, OS dom, OHG tuom, 
ON domr, Goth, doms f. Gmc *ddmaz f. 
*do- DO1] 

doom2, v.t. Pronounce sentence against, 
condemn to some fate, to do; consign 
to misfortune or destruction (esp. in 
p.p.); (arch.) decree (—ed his death), [f. 
prec. ] 

door (dor), n. 1. Hinged or sliding barrier 
usu. of wood or metal for closing entrance 
to building, room, safe, etc. (front ~, 
chief ~ from house to street etc.; lives 
etc. next —, in next house or room; so 
three —s off etc.; next — to fig., nearly, 
almost, near to; so at death’s ~). 2. En¬ 
trance, access, exit, (show one the—, expel 
him; open a — to, close the — upon, make 
possible, impossible). 3. Out of—s, abroad, 
in the open air; within —s, in the house; 
lay, lie, at the — of, impute, be imputable, 
to; darken ~. 4. —'bell, inside hell 
worked by handle or button outside ~; 
II —case, -frame, structure in which ~ is 
fitted; || keeper, porter; -’mat, for 
rubbing off mud from shoes; —money, 
taken at ~ of place of entertainment; 
—'nail, with which ~s used to be studded 
{dead, deaf, etc., as agnail); ~-plate, usu. 
of brass bearing occupant’s name; ~- 
-posts, uprights of ~-case; —'step, leading 
up to usu. outer ~ ; ~-stone, slab in front 
of ~; —'way, opening filled by ~. Hence 
(-)~ed2 (-ord), ~'less (-oil-), aa. [OE, 
OS duru (dor), OHG turi (tor), ON dyrr, 
Goth, daur f. Gmc *dur- cogn. w. L 
fores, Gk thura] 

dop, n. Cheap S.-Afr. brandy; a dram of 
liquor. [Du., = shell, husk] 

dope, n., & v.t. 1. Thick liquid used as 
food or lubricant; kinds of varnish esp. 
in aeroplane manufacture; narcotic, 
stupefying drink; drug etc. given to horse 
or greyhound to try to make it win; 
*(sl.) information about a racehorse’s 
past performances or form, information 
of use to journalists etc. 2. v.t. Adminis¬ 
ter ~ to, drug, (cf. NOBBLE), [f. Du. doop 
sauce (doopen to dip)] 

doppel-ganger. See double1 -ganger. 
dopp'er, n. (Derog. for) member of the 

Gereformeerde Kerk of S. Afr., in com¬ 
munion with the Christian Reformed 
Church of Holland. [f. Du. dooper 
baptist, f. doopen dip] 

dor, n. Insect flying with loud humming 
noise; black dung-beetle, cockchafer, 
rose-beetle, etc. [OE dora orig. unkn.] 

II Ddr'a^ n. See defence. 

dora'do (-ah-), n. (pi. —s). Splendidly 
coloured sea-fish, dolphin. [Sp., f. L 
T>T£(auratus gilt f. aurum, gold, -ate2)] 

Dorc'as, n. Meeting of ladies to make 
clothes for the poor. [Actsix. 36] 

Dor'ian, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of Doris, 
district of ancient Greece; (member) of 
one of three divisions (Aeolian, Ionian, 
~) of ancient Greeks (~ mode: ancient 
Greek mode, reputedly simple & solemn 
in character; first of eccles. modes, with 
D as final & A as dominant), [f. L f. Gk 
Dorios (Doris as above) + -an ] 

Do'ric, a. & n. 1. = prec. adj.; ~ order 
(also ~ as n.); (of dialect) broad, rustic. 
2. n. Dialect of ancient Greece (cf. Attic, 
Ionic, Aeolic), rustic English or esp. 
Scots, [f. L f. Gk Dorikos (prec., -ic)] 
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Dohk'ing, a. & n. (Fowl) of the ~ breed. 
[~ in Surrey] 

ddirm'ant, a. Lying inactive as in sleep 
(of some animals through winter, un¬ 
developed buds, potential faculties); 
(Her., of beast) with head on paws; 
not acting, in abeyance, (often lie ~; 
~ warrant etc., drawn in blank; ~ 
;partner, sleeping). Hence dfJhm'ANCY n. 
[ME, f. OF (dormir f. L dormire sleep, 
-ant) [ 

dobm'er, n. (Also window) projecting 
upright window in sloping roof. [f. OF 
dormeor f. L dormitorium (prec., -ory)] 

dobm'itory, n. Sleeping-room with seve¬ 
ral beds & sometimes cubicles; subiir- 
ban or country district of city people’s 
residences. [ME, f. L (dormer)] 

dorm'ouse, n. (pi. -mice). Small hiber¬ 
nating rodent between mouse and 
squirrel. [ME ; orig. obsc.; pop. referred 
to F dormir & mouse since 16th c. ] 

dorm'y, a. (golf). (Of player or side) as 
many holes ahead as there are holes to 
play (~ one, five, etc.), [orig. unkn. ] 

II do'rothy bag, n. Lady’s open-topped 
handbag slung by loops from wrist, 
[fern, name] 

Do'rothy Perk'ins (-z), n. Climbing rose 
bearing clusters of double pink flowers, 
[personal name] 

d(5rp, n. (S. Africa). Village, small town¬ 
ship. [Du.; see thorp] 

ddrs'al, a. (Anat., Zool., Bot.) of, on, 
near, the back; ridge-shaped. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [F, or f. LL dorsalis (foil., -ad)] 

ddrs(o)-, comb, form = back-&-, as in 
dorsabd6m'inal of back & belly, dorso- 
lat'eral of back & sides. [L dorsum back, 
-o-] 

dort'our (-ter), -ter, n. (hi3t.). Bedroom, 
dormitory, esp. in monastery. [ME, f. OF 
(-our), as dormer] 

dor'y1, n. (Also John X>~) sea-fish used 
as food. [ME, f. OF doree fern. p.p. of 
dorer gild, as dorado ] 

doh'y2, n. Flat-bottomed skiff, esp. 
fishing-vessel’s boat in U.S. [orig. 
unkn. ] 

dds'age, n. Giving of medicine in doses; 
size of dose, [-age] 

dose, n., & v.t. 1. Amount of medicine 
to be taken at once (also fig. of flattery, 
punishment, etc.). 2. v.t. Give physic to 
(person), adulterate, blend, (esp. wine 
with spirit), [vb f. noun, F, f. LL f. Gk 
dosis (didomi give)] 

II doss, n., & v.i., (si.). Bed in •—house 
or common lodging-house; (v.i.) sleep in 
this; hence ~'er1 n. [18th c. dorse f. L 
dorsum back; cf. dial, hoss for horse] 

doss'al, n. Hanging behind altar or 
round chancel, [f. med. L dossalc f. LL 
dorsalis dorsad] 

doss'ier (-sya, -sier), n. Set of documents, 
esp. record of person’s antecedents. [F, 
so called f. label on back (dos); see -er2(‘2)] 

dost. See do l. 

dot1, n. Small spot, speck, roundish pen- 
mark; (Orthogr.) period, point over i or 
j, point -used as diacritical mark; (Mus. 
writing) point used with various mean¬ 
ings ; small child, tiny object; ~-&-dash, 
using ~s & dashes, as in Morse code; 
~-wheel, used for making dotted line; 
II off one’s ~ (si.), half-witted, (tempora¬ 
rily) crazy; on the~, exactly on time. 
[16th c., perh. repr. OE dolt head of boil, 
cogn. w. OHG luito nipple] 

dot2, v.t. (-tt-). Mark with dot(s); place 
dot over (letter i; ~ the is & cross the ts, 
fill in details, make meaning quite clear); 
(Mus.) crotchet etc., with time value 
increased by half; diversify as with dots 
(sea ~lcd with ships); scatter (about, all 
over) like dots; II (si.) hit (~!ed him one in 
the eye); ~ & carry (one), child’s formula 
for remembering to carry in addition 
sum; ~ & go one, n., a., & adv., limp, 
limping(ly). [f. prec.] 

tl6t3, n. Woman’s marriage portion. [F] 
dot'ard, n. One in his dotage. [foll.,-ARD] 
dote, doat, v.i. Bo silly, deranged, 
infatuated, or feeble-minded, esp. from 
age, whence d5t'AGE(2) n.; concentrate 
one’s affections, bestow excessive fond¬ 
ness, (up)on. Hence dot'ingiY2 adv. 
[ME doten corresp. to MDu. doten be 
silly, whence OF redder (mod. ra-)] 

doth. See do1. 

dott'(e)rel, n. Hind of plover. [ME; 
dote + -rel, named from the ease with 
which it is caught] 

ddt'tle, -tel, n. Plug of tobacco left un¬ 
smoked in pipe, [dot1, -de] 

dott'y, a. Dotted about, sporadic, 
marked with dots; (colloq.) shaky of gait 
(~ on his legs), feeble-minded, half 
idiotic, [dot 1 + -Y2] 

Dou'ai, -ay, (ddb'a, dow'a), n. ~ version, 
Bible, English translation of the Bible 
used in the R.C. Church. The Old Testa¬ 
ment was completed at ~ in France early 
in the 17th c. 

dou'ane (doo'ahn), n. Foreign custom- 
-house. [F, f. Arab, diwan divan] 

dou'ble1 (dil-), a. & adv. 1. adj. Con¬ 
sisting of two members, things, layers, 
etc., forming a pair, twofold (~ chin, 
with roll of fat below chin proper); 
folded, bent, stooping much; with some 
part ~ (~ axe, with two edges, ~ eagle, 
with two heads); (of flowers) with petals 
multiplied by conversion of stamens etc.; 
having twofold relation, dual, ambiguous 
(~ meaning, = double entendre) ; twice 
as much or many (of, or, with prep, 
omitted, seeming to govern following 
wd); of twofold or extra size, strength, 
value, etc. (~ ale, ~ florin); (Mus.) lower 
in pitch by an octave (~ bassoon etc.; 
~ bass, lowest-pitched stringed instru¬ 
ment) ; (Mil.) ~ lime (also formerly, & still 
in general use, ~-pid; time), regulation 
running pace; deceitful, hypocritical; 
~ entry ; || ~ first, (person who has taken) 
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first-class University honours in two 
subjects; ~ star, two stars so close as to 
seem one, esp. when forming connected 
pair; work — tides; hence ~ness (-In-) 
n., doub'LY2 adv. 2. adv. To twice the 
amount etc. (~ as bright; see ~, two 
things when there is only one, esp. of 
drunken man); two together (ride 
two on horse; sleep —, two in bed). 
3. ~-, a. or adv., is freely used in new or 
obvious compounds, as well as in the 
following: ~-acting, in two ways, direc¬ 
tions, etc., esp. of engine in which steam 
acts on both sides of piston; ~-banking, 
leaving a vehicle alongside another 
stationary vehicle; ~-barrel, = ~- 
-barrelled, or~-barrelled gun;—barrelled, 
with two barrels (also fig. = ambiguous, 
of compliment etc.; & of compound sur¬ 
name); —bass, lowest-pitched stringed 
instrument; —-bedded, with two beds or 
~ bed; —bitt v.t. (Naut.), pass (cable) 
twice round bitts or round two pairs of 
bitts; ~-breasted, (of coat or waistcoat) 
made to button on either side; *—-cross' 
(si.), (v.t.) cheat (each of two parties, usu. 
by pretended collusion with both), (n.) 
act of this nature; hence —-cross'er; 
~-dealer, -ling n. & a., deceiver, deceit¬ 
ful) ; —-dyed usu. fig., deeply stained with 
guilt (--dyed scoundrel)-, —-edged, with 
two cutting edges, (of argument, sarcasm, 
etc.) telling against as well as for one; 
'--faced, insincere; — -ganger (-ng-), wraith 
of living person [f. G doppel-gdnger 
double-goer]; ~ harness (fig.), matri¬ 
mony ; —jointed, having joints that allow 
unusual bending movements to limb; 
—-leaded (-led-), of printed matter with 
wide spaces between lines to draw 
attention; —-lock v.t., turn key of (some 
locks) twice; —-quick (see ~ time above; 
also) adv., very quickly; —reef v.t. 
(Naut.), contract spread of (sail) by two 
reefs; --refine, refine twice over. [ME, f. 
OF f. L duplus (duo two)] 

dou'ble2 (du-), n. Double quantity, 
double measure of spirits etc., twice as 
much or many (~ or quits, game, throw, 
toss, deciding whether person shall pay 
twice his loss or debt or nothing); counter¬ 
part of thing or person; wraith; (Mil.) at 
the —, running; (Bridge) doubling of a 
bid; score (short whist) of five to less 
than three, (long whist) of ten to nothing, 
(stake being doubled); (Lawn-tennis etc.) 
game between two pairs; (Darts) a 
throw on the narrow space enclosed by 
the two outer circles of a dartboard; 
(Racing) a bet on two horses etc. in 
different races, the winnings & stake 
from one race being carried forward & 
bet on the second; sharp turn of hunted 
animal, or of river, [f. prec. & foil.] 

dou'ble3 (du-), v.t. & i. 1. Make double, 
increase twofold, multiply by two; 
(Bridge) ~ value of points to be won or 
lost on (adversary’s bid); amount to 

doubtful 

twice as much as; (Mus.) add same note 
in higher or lower octave to; (of actor) 
~ part(s), play two in same piece. 2. (mil.). 
Move in double time, run. 3. Put (passen¬ 
ger etc.) in same quarters with another 
(also ~ up). 4. Bend, turn, (paper, cloth) 
over upon itself (often up). 5. ~ up, bend 
one’s body into stooping or curled-up 
position, cause (another) to do this by 
blow, (of paper, leaf, etc.) become folded. 
6. Clench (fist). 7. (billiards). Rebound, 
make to rebound. 8. (naut). Get round 
(headland). 9. Turn sharply in flight, 
pursue tortuous course. [ME, f. OF 
dobler, dubler f. LL duplare (L duplus 
DOUBLE1)] 

double entendre (see Ap.), n. Ambiguous 
expression, phrase with two meanings, 
one usu. indecent; use of such phrases, 
[from 1073; obs. F (now double entente, 
which is often needlessly substituted in 
E for the established ~) ] 

doub'let (du-), n. 1. (hist.). Close-fitting 
body-garment worn by men with or 
without sleeves & short skirts (~ <£• hose, 
masculine attire, also light attire without 
cloak). 2. One of a pair, esp. one of two 
words of same derivation but different 
sense (fashion & faction). 3. pi. Same 
number on two dice thrown at once. 4. 
Two birds killed with double-barrel. 5. 
(Microscope etc.) combination of two 
simple lenses. [ME, f. F (double1, 
-ET)] 

dou'bleton (du'blton), n. Two cards only 
of a suit (dealt to a player), [f. double1, 
after singleton] 

doubloon' (du-), n. (hist.). Spanish gold 
coin, double pistole (orig. 33-36s., later 
slightly over £1). [f. F doublon or Sp. 
doblon (DOUBLE1, -OON)] 

doublure (dobblur'), n. Ornamental usu. 
leather lining inside book-cover. [F ] 

doubt1 (dowt), n. Feeling of uncertainty 
(about), undecided frame of mind, inclina¬ 
tion to disbelieve (of, about; have no — 
that . . .), hesitation; uncertain state of 
things, want of full proof (give one the 
benefit of the —, assume his innocence 
rather than guilt) or of clear signs of the 
future; make no —, feel sure; no —, cer¬ 
tainly, admittedly; without —, certainly. 
[ME, f. OF doute f. douter doubt2] 

doubt2 (dowt), v.i. & t. Feel uncertain 
(about); waver; be undecided about or 
about, hesitate to believe or trust, call 
in question, (person, fact expressed by 
noun or by clause with whether, if, or, in 
negative or interrog. sentences, that, InU, 
but that; I — whether, I don’t — that, can 
you — that, he will win); have doubts of 
(esp. w. neg., as never —ed of success); 
II (arch. & dial.) be afraid, rather think, 
suspect, that (I — we are late). [ME dute 
f. OF doter, duter f. L dubitare; mod. sp. 
after L ] 

doubt'ful (-owt-), a. Of uncertain mean¬ 
ing, character, truth, or issue, undecided. 

366 
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ambiguous, questionable, (~ syllable, 
letter, that can be either long or short); 
unsettled in opinion, uncertain, hesitat¬ 
ing. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [-FUL ] 

doubt'less (-owt-), adv. Certainly, no 
doubt, I admit, (usu. concessive, cf. un¬ 
doubtedly). [-LESS] 

II douce (doos), a. (Sc.). Sober, gentle, 
sedate. [ME, f. OF doux fem. douce f. L 
dulcis sweet] 

douceur (see Ap.), n. Gratuity; bribe. [F] 
douche (doosh), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Jet of 
water applied to body externally or 
internally as form of bathing or for 
medicinal purpose. 2. vb. Administer ~ 
to, take ~. [F, f. It. doccia pipe f. L 
duclio conduit (ducere lead)] 

dough (do), n. Kneaded flour, bread- 
-pastc; pasty mass; (si.) money; ~'boy, 
boiled dumpling, (si.) U.S. infantryman; 
~'nut, cake of ~ sweetened & boiled in 
fat. Hence ~'Y2 (do'I) a., ~'Iness (do'x-) 
n. [OE dag, OHG leic, ON deig, Goth. 
daigs f. Gmc *daigaz] 

dought'ly (dowt-), a. (arch, or joc.). 
Valiant, stout, formidable. Hence ~xly2 
adv., ~Iness n. [OE dohtig var. of 

dyhtig = MLG, MDu. duchtich, MHG 
tiihtic f. Gmc *dugan be strong] 

Dou'khobdrs (dobko-), n. pi. Religious 
sect, with some likeness in doctrines to 
Quakers, of which large numbers 
migrated from Russia to Canada after 
persecutions for refusing military service. 
[f. Russ. = spirit-fighters ] 

doum (dowm, doom), n. (Also ~-palm) 
Egyptian palm-tree. [f. Arab, daum, dum] 

II dour (-oor), a. (Sc.). Severe, stern, 
obstinate. Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 
[ME ; poss. f. L durus hard] 

douse, dowse, v.t. (Naut.) lower (sail), 
close (port-hole); extinguish (light; ~ the 
glim, arch., put out the light); throw 
water over, drench, [orig. uncert. ] 

dove (duv), n. Kinds of pigeon (cushat, 
ground, ring, rock, stock, turtle, wood, —); 
the Holy Spirit; type of gentleness or 
innocence (so ~-eyed); messenger of 
good news or peace (Gen. viii); darling 
(esp. my ~); ~-colour(ed), (of) warm 
grey; ~’s-/oo(, kinds of crane’s-bill; ~- 
-hawk, hen-harrier (from its colour); 
col(e), pigeon-house (flutter the ~cots, 
alarm quiet people). Hence ••'''like (duvl-) 
a. [ME duve, OS duba, ON dtifa, OHG 
tuba, Goth diibo f. Gmc *dubhon] 

Dov'er’s powd'er, n. (pharm.). Prepara¬ 
tion of opium, ipecacuanha, and sulphate 
of potash or sugar of milk, an anodyne 
diaphoretic. [Dr. Thos. Dover (d. 1742)] 

dove'tail (duvt-), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Tenon 
shaped like dove’s spread tail or reversed 
wedge, fitting into corresponding mortise 
& forming joint; such a joint. 2. vb. Put 
together with ~s; (fig.) fit together (t. Sc 
i.) compactly, 

dow. See d(h)ow. 

dow'ager, n. || Woman with title or pro¬ 

down 

perty derived from her late husband 
(often in comb, as Queen ~, ~ countess or 
countess ~; ~ duchess); (colloq.) dignified 
elderly lady. [f. OF douagere f. douage 
dower, -ep.2(2)] 

dowd'ly, n. & a. (Woman) shabbily, badly, 
or unfashionably dressed; (of dress etc.) 
unattractive, unfashionable. Hence 
~ily2 adv., ~iness, ~yiSH(2), nn., ~yiSHl 
a. [f. obs. dowd slut, of unkn. orig.] 

dow'el, n., & v.t. Headless pin of wood, 
metal, etc., for keeping two pieces of 
wood, stone, etc., in their relative posi¬ 
tion; (vb) fasten with [ME, f. MLG 
dovcl (whence G dobel), = OHG lubili; see 
THOLE2] 

dovv'er, n., & v.t. 1. Widow’s share for 
life of husband’s estate; property or 
money brought by wife to husband, 
dowry; endowment, gift of nature, talent. 
Hence ~lf.ss a. 2. v.t. Give dowry to; 
endow with talent etc. [ME; vb f. n., OF 
douaire f. med. L dotarium (L dos dotis, 
-ARY1)] 

II dowl'as, n. Kind of strong calico or 
linen. [Doulas in Brittany] 

down1, n. Open high land, II esp. (pi.) 
treeless undulating chalk uplands of S. 
England used for pasture; = dune ; || The 
D~s, part of sea (opposite North D~s) 
within Goodwin Sands. [OE dun, OS 
duna (MDu. dune)', see dune] 

down2, n. First covering of young birds; 
bird’s under plumage, used in cushions 
etc.; fine short hair, esp. first hair on 
face, also on fruit etc.; fluffy substance. 
[ME f. ON dunn, whence LG dune, G 
daune] 

down3, adv. (super!., a. or adv., ~'most). 
1. (Motion): from above, to lower place, 
to ground, (come ~, from bedroom; 
knock, fall, ~; sun, ship, goes ~, sets, 
sinks; food goes ~, is swallowed; get ~, 
swallow, alight; book etc. goes finds 
acceptance; get, set, ~, from carriage 
etc.; brought ~ by river; money ~, pay ~, 
at once, as though on counter; write, set, 
put, lake, copy, ~, on paper; so Bill ~ 
for second reading today); to place 
regarded as lower, into helpless position, 
with current or wind, southwards, II from 
capital or university, (Lords’ amendments 
sent ~ to Commons; 6car~, sail to leeward; 
run, ride, hunt, ~, bring to bay; shout, 
hiss, ~, silence; ~ to Norfolk from 
Scotland, to Scotland or the country from 
London; || go ~, for vacation or at end 
of university life; || send ~, university 
punishment; up <k~, to Sc fro); (ellipt. 
for imperat. of) lie, get, put, etc., ~ (~, 
Ponto !; ~ helm, put the helm ~; & with 
with, ~ with the aristocrats!). 2. (Station): 
in lower place (blinds were ~; is not ~ 
yet, i.e. out of his bedroom): || not up in 
capital or university; in fallen posture, 
prostrate, at low level, in depression, 
humiliation, etc., (hit man who is ~; 
many ~ with fever; sun, tide, are ~; ~ in 
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the mouth or ~ or —hearted, dispirited; 
arc we heartedl, si. assertion of con¬ 

fidence; bread is ~, cheaper). 3. (Order, 

time, quality): inclusively of lower limit 

in series (from King ~ to cobbler); from 

earlier to later time (custom handed ~); 
to finer consistence (boil, grind, wear, thin, 
~); into quiescence (caZm~). 4. (Phrases): 

be on, pounce upon, treat severely; 
~ to the ground, completely; ~ at heel; 

~ on one’s luck; ~ & out, unable to 
resume the fight in boxing, beaten in the 

struggle of life, done for; ~-<f'e-out n.; 

~ under, at the antipodes, in Australia 

etc. [OE dune aphetic f. adune adown] 
down4, prep. Downwards along, through, 

or into; from top to bottom of; at a lower 

part of (situated ~ the Thames); up & ~, 

to & fro along; ~ town, into the town 
from higher or outlying part, *to or in the 

business part of a city; ~ the wind, with 

it (let go ~ the wind, abandon, discard), 

[f. prec.] 
down6, a. (not compared). Directed 
downwards (~ leap, look; ~ grade, de¬ 
scending slope in railroad, fig. deteriora¬ 
tion); ~ draught, downward draught, 
esp. one driving down chimney into 
room; ~ payment, made in cash; ~ train, 
going, coming, from London, ~ platform, 
for such train’s departure or arrival, [f. 
DOWN3] 

down6, v.t.. (colloq.). Put, throw, knock, 
(usu. person or aeroplane) down; ~ tools, 
cease work for the day etc., go on strike, 
[f. DOWN3] 

down7, n. Reverse of fortune (usu. ups 
<£• ~s); (Dominoes) = POSE1; have a ~ 
on, dislike, tend to be down on, (colloq.). 
[f. DOWN3] 

down'east1 (-ah-), n. (Also shaft) shaft 
for introducing fresh air into mine. 
[DOWN3 + CAST2] 

down'east2 (-ah-), a. (Of looks) directed 
downwards; dejected, 

down'fall (-awl), n. Great fall of rain etc.; 
fall from prosperity, ruin, 

downhill, n., adj. & adv. (N., down'hiT) 
downward slope, decline, (~ of life, later 
half); (adj., down-) sloping- down, declin¬ 
ing; (adv., -hil') in descending direction, 
on a decline. 

Down'in g Street, n. Street in London 
containing important government offices, 
esp. the Prime Minister’s official residence 
(No. 10), the Government of the day 
(does not find favour in~;~ disapproves). 

down'pour (-pbr), n. Heavy fall of rain 
etc. 

down'right (-rit; downrit' if placed late), 
a. & adv. 1. (Arch.) vertical; plain, 
definite, straightforward, blunt, whence 
~kess (-rit-) n.; not short of, out-&-out, 
(a ~ lie, atheist; ~ nonsense). 2. adv. 
Thoroughly, positively, quite, (~ scared, 
insolent). [ME; down3 + right a. & adv.] 

downstairs', adv., down'stair(s), a. 
Down the stairs; to, on, of, a lower floor. 

down'throw (-6), n. (geol.). Depression of 
strata on one side of fault, 

down'trodden, a. Oppressed, kept under, 
down'ward, a. & adv., down'wards 
(-z), adv. (Moving, pointing, leading) 
towards what is lower, inferior, or later. 
[OE adunweard (down3, -ward)] 

down'y1, a. Like, of, dow-ns. [down1, 

-y2] 
down'ly2, a. Of, like, covered with, down; 
(si.) wide awake, knowing. So ~Ily2 adv., 
~1NESS n. [DOWN2, -Y2] 

dowr'y, n. Portion woman brings to her 
husband; talent, natural gift. [ME, f. AF 
dowarie, OF clouaire dower] 

dows'xng (-z-), n. Searching for latent 
water or minerals with the ~- (or divin¬ 
ing-) rod, a forked twig held by the 
dows'er (-z-) & dipping over the right 
spot. [orig. unkn.] 

doxol'ogy, n. Liturgical formula of 
praise to God, as Glory be to etc. [f. med. 
L f. Gk doxologia (doxa glory, -logy)] 

dox'y1, n. Beggar’s wench, paramour. 
[16th c. cant, of unkn. orig.] 

dox'y2, n. Opinion, esp. on theology. 
[joe. use of end of orthodoxy, heterodoxy ] 

doyen (see Ap.), n. Senior member of a 
body, esp. senior ambassador at a court. 
[F, f. L as dean1] 

doyley. See doily. 

doze, v.i., & n. 1. Sleep drowsily, be half 
asleep; ~ off, fall lightly asleep. 2. n. 
Short slumber, [cf. ON dusa doze. Da. 
dose make drowsy] 

do'zen (du-), n. (PI. ~, used adjectivally 
or as norm, when with numeral or equiva¬ 
lent except some) twelve, as a, three, 
several, how many, ~ figs or of the best 
figs, of these, but some ~s of people, 
cf. some (about a) ~ (of) people, ~s of 
(= many) limes; (pi. ~s) set of twelve, 
as pack them in ~s; baker’s, devil’s, 
long, printer’s, ~, thirteen; || talk nineteen 
to the ~, incessantly. [ME, f. OF dozeine 
(L duodecim twelve)] 

drab1, n., & v.i. (-bb-). Slut, slattern; 
prostitute; (vb) whore, [perh. related to 
LG drabbe mire, Du. drab dregs] 

drab2, a. & n. (Of) dull light brown 
colour; dull, monotonous; monotony, 
[prob. f. obs. & F drap cloth] 

II drabb'et, n. Drab twilled linen used 
for smock-frocks, [prec., -et1] 

drab'ble, v.i. & t. Go splashing through, 
make dirty and wet with, water or mud. 
[ME, f. LG drab’velen paddle in water or 
mire; cf. drab1] 

Dracaen'a (-sen-), n. Genus of liliaceous 
trees, including the dragon tree (yielding 
dr agon’s-blood), [mod. L f. Gk drakaina 
fern, of drakon dragon] 

drachm (-am), n. Ancient Greek silver 
coin, drachma; (Apoth. wt) 60 grains, 
Joz; (Avoird.) 274 grains, 4 oz; small 
quantity. [ME dragme f. OF, or f. LL 
dragma f. L f. Gk drakhme] 

drach'ma (-k-), n. (pi. ~s, ~c). Ancient 
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Greek coin (see prec.); modem Greek 
coin. [L,f. Gk drakhme(drassomaigrasp)] 

Dracon'ian, Dracon'ic, aa. (OX laws) 
rigorous, harsh, cruel. [Drakdn Athenian 
legislator 621 B.c. + -ian, -ic] 

draff (-ahf), n. Dregs, lees; hog’s-wash; 
refuse of malt after brewing. [ME, 
= MLG, Icel., Sw. draf, OHG pi. trebir 
(G treber)] 

draft1 (-ah-), n. 1. (Selection of) detach¬ 
ment of men from larger body for special 
duty, contingent, reinforcement; *(Mil.) 
call-up, conscription. 2. Drawing of 
money by written order (make a ~ on 
fund etc., also fig. on person’s confidence, 
friendship, etc.), bill or cheque drawn, 
esp. by one branch of bank on another. 
3. Sketch of work to be executed; rough 
copy of document. 4. (masonry). Chisel- 
-dressing along margin of stone’s surface, 
[var. of DEAUGHT1] 

draft2 (-ah-), v.t. 1. Draw off (part of 
larger body, esp. of troops) for special 
purpose; 'conscript. 2. Prepare, make 
rough copy of, (document, esp. Parlia¬ 
mentary Bill), whence ^'er1 n. 3. 
(masonry). Cut draft on (stone), [f. prec. ] 

drafts'man (-ahf-), n. One who makes 
drawings or designs; one who drafts 
documents or Parliamentary Bills. [= 
DRAUGHTSMAN ] 

drag1, v.t. & i. (-gg-). Pull along with 
force, difficulty, or friction; allow (feet, 
tail, etc.) to trail; ~ one’s feet, (fig.) be 
slow or reluctant to do something; ship 
~s her anchor, anchor ~s, anchor fails to 
hold; ~ in, introduce (subject) needlessly 
(why ~ in Velasquez?; also ~ in by the 
head & sho-ulders); (Mus.) go too slowly, 
be wanting in life; trail, go heavily; ~ on, 
continue (t. & i.) tediously; ~ out, 
protract; use grapnel or drag (often for 
drowned person or lost object), dredge, 
search bottom of, (river etc.) with grap¬ 
nels, nets, etc.; harrow (land); apply drag 
to (wheel, vehicle); (colloq.) ~ up (child), 
rear roughly. [ME, f. OE dragan or ON 
draga draw] 

drag8, n. Heavy harrow; rough sledge; 
four-horsed private vehicle like stage 
coach; (also —net) net drawn over 
bottom of river etc. or surface of field to 
enclose all fish or game; *(sl.) influence, 
pull; apparatus for dredging or recovering 
drowned persons etc.; muckrake; iron 
shoe for retarding vehicle downhill; ob¬ 
struction to progress; strong-smelling 
lure for hounds in lieu of fox (so ~- 
-ihounds), club for pursuing this sport; 
slow motion, impeded progress -anchor, 
floating frame on hawser to check leeway 
of drifting ship; '-‘-chain, used to retard 
vehicle by fixing wheel, (flg.) impediment, 
[f. prec.] 

drag6e (drah'zha), n. Sugar-coated 

almond, small silver ball for decorating 

cake, sweet (often one serving as vehicle 

for a drug). [F, see dredge8] 

drag'gle, v.t. & i. Make wet, limp, & 
dirty, by trailing; hang trailing; lag, 
straggle in rear;—-tail(cd), (woman)with 
~d or untidily trailing skirts, [f. drag 1 + 
-LE(3) ] 

drag'oman, n. (pi. -ans, -en). Interpreter, 
esp. in Arabic, Turkish, or Persian, [f. Ff. 
OArab. targuman, cf. targum] 

drag'on, n. Mythical monster like 
crocodile or snake with wings & claws 
& often breathing fire; (with allusion 
to legends) guardian of treasure etc. or 
of female chastity, watchful person, 
duenna; (Bibl.) whale or shark, serpent, 
crocodile, jackal; the old _D~, Satan; 
kinds of lizard & pigeon; —fly, neuro- 
pterous insect w-ith long slender body & 
two pairs of large wings; ~’s-blood, bright 
red gum exuding from kind of palm fruit 
(~ tree); ~’s teeth, anti-tank obstacles 
resembling teeth pointed upwards. [ME, 
f. OF f. L draconcm nom. -o f. Gk drakdn 
serpent] 

dragonnade', n., & v.t. (PI.) persecutions 
of Protestants under Louis XIV by 
quartering dragoons on them; persecu¬ 
tion carried on by means of troops; 
(vb) persecute thus. [F (dragon dragoon, 
-ade)] 

dragoon', n., & v.t. 1. Cavalryman (orig. 
mounted infantryman armed with car¬ 
bine called ~; later of certain cavalry 
regiments that were formerly moimted 
infantry); rough fierce fellow; kind of 
pigeon (also dragon). 2. v.t. Set ~s upon, 
persecute (see prec.), force into a course 
by persecution, ff. F dragon carbine, so 
named as breathing fire (dragon) ] 

drail, n. Fish-hook & line weighted with 
lead for dragging at depth through water, 
[app. f. trail, infl. by draw etc. ] 

drain1, v.t. & i. Draw (liquid) off or 
away by conduit, ~-pipes, etc. (also fig., 
~ the wealth of England); drink (liquid), 
empty (vessel), to the dregs; dry (land 
etc.) by withdrawing moisture; (of river) 
carry off superfluous water of (district); 
deprive (person, thing) of property, 
strength, etc.; trickle through, flow off or 
away; (of wet cloth, vessel, etc.) get rid 
of moisture by its flowing away (set it 
there to ~). [OE dreahnian cogn. w. 
DRY] 

drain2, n. Channel carrying off liquid, 
artificial conduit for wa.ter, sewage, etc.; 
(Surg.) tube for drawing off discharge 
from abscess etc.; constant outlet, with¬ 
drawal, demand, or expenditure (a great 
~ on my resources); (si.) small draught, 
drink; ~-pipe, pipe for carrying off 
surplus water or liquid sewage from a 
building, (attrib., colloq., of trousers) very 
narrow; ~-pipes (colloq.), such trousers, 
[f. prec.] 

drain'age, n. Draining; system of drains, 
artificial or natural; ~-basin, district 
drained by river; what is drained off, 
sewage, [-age] 

5813 N 
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drain'er, n. In vbl senses; esp., vessel in 
which things are put to drain, [-F.R1] 

drake1, n. Kinds of ephemeral fly used 
in fishing (green ~, common day-fly). 
[OE draca, MEG, MDu. drake, OIIG 
trahho, WG f. L draco dragon] 

drake2, n. Male duck (.play duck's & ~s). 
[ME; corresp. to LG drake, G dial. 
drache, irech, repr. second element in 
OHG anutrehho (G enterich) f. anut (G 
ente); ult. orig. unkn.] 

dram, n. A weight (see drachm); small 
draught of spirit etc. (—drinker, -ing, 
tippler, -ing; ~-s/iup, public-house). 
[ME; for drachm] 

dra'ma (-ah-), n. Stage-play; lhe~, the 
dramatic art, composition & presenta¬ 
tion of plays; set of events having the 
unity & progress of a play & leading to 
catastrophe or consummation. [LL f. 
Gk (gen. -atos), f. drao do, -M] 

dramat'llc, a. Of drama; as of a play- 
-actor, theatrical; fit for theatrical 
representation, sudden, striking, im¬ 
pressive; (of utterances etc.) not to be 
taken as one's own, representing another 
person’s thoughts. Hence ~ically adv. 
[f. LL f. Gk dramatikos (prec., -ic)] 

drttm'atts person'ae, n. pi. (often with 
sing, constr.). (List of) characters in a 
play. [L] 

dram'atist, n. Playwright, [drama, -ist] 

dram'atiz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. & i. Convert 
(novel etc.) into a play, admit of such 
conversion; make a dramatic scene of. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [drama, -ize] 

dram'atutgle, n. Playwright. So dra- 
matur'gic a., ~ist(1), ~y1, nn. [F, f. Gk 
dranudourgos (drama, -ergos -working)] 

drank. See drink1. 

drape, v.t., & n. 1. Cover, hang, adorn, 
with cloth etc.; arrange (clothes, hang¬ 
ings) in graceful folds. 2. n. Piece of 
drapery, curtain. [ME, f. OF draper 
(drap f. LL drappus cloth)] 

drap'er, n. Dealer in cloth, linen, etc. 
[ME, f. AF draper (OF -ier), see prec., 
-IER] 

drap'erly, n. Cloth & linen & cotton 
fabrics; draper’s trade; arrangement of 
clothing in sculpture etc.; clothing or 
hangings disposed in folds, whence 
~iED2 (-Id) a. [ME, f. OF draperie (drap 
cloth, -ery) ] 

dras'tlic, a. Acting strongly, vigorous, 
violent, esp. (Med.) strongly purgative. 
Hence ~icai,ly adv. [f. Gk drastikos 
(drastos vbl adj. of drao do, -ic)] 

drat, v.t. 3 sing, subjunct. (vulg.). Con¬ 
found, curse, bother, (as woman’s 
imprecation). Hence ~t,ED1 a. [for ’od 
(God) rot] 

draught1 (-ahft), n. (also draft in some 
senses, as stated). 1. Drawing, traction, 
(beast of ~, —horse, etc., for drawing 
cart, plough, etc.). 2. Drawing of net for 
fish etc., take of fish at one drawing. 
3. Single act of drinking, amount so 

draw 

drunk, (also fig. of joy, love, pain, etc.); 
dose of liquid medicine (black ~, a purga¬ 
tive). 4. (naut.). Depth of water ship 
draws or requires to float her. 5. pi. 
II Game with 24 similar pieces on ~ (same 
as chess) -board. 6. Current of air in room, 
chimney, etc. (forced ~, of furnace, made 
by rarefying air above or compressing it 
below; II feel the ~, si., suffer from adverse, 
usu. financial, conditions), whence ~'Y2 
a., ~'iNESS n., (-ahf-). 7. Outline, pre¬ 
liminary drawing for work of art; plan 
of something to be constructed (also -ft); 
rough copy, first conception, of document 
(usu. -ft). 8. (Selection of) military de¬ 
tachment, party, reinforcement, (usu. -ft). 
9. (Written order for) withdrawing of 
money from fund in bank etc., cheque, 
bill of exchange, (now -ft). 10. Drawing 
of liquor from vessel (beer on ~, in tapped 
cask; so || ~ beer, opp. bottled). [ME 
draft, f. unrecorded OE, or f. ON *drahtr, 
drattr, = MDu. dragt, OHG trahi f. Gmc 
*dragan DRAW ] 

draught2 (-ahft), v.t. Draw off (party 
for military service etc.) from larger body 
(now draft); make plan or sketch of 
(also -aft), [f. prec.] 

draughts'man (-ahft-), n. (pi. -men). 
One who makes drawings, plans, or 
sketches (good, bad, no, ~, one who draws 
well etc), whence ~ship(3) n., draughts¬ 
woman (-ahftswdo-) n. fern.; (usu. 
draftsman) person who drafts document, 
esp. Parliamentary Bill; piece in gamo 
of draughts, (draught’s + man] 

Dravid'ian, a. & n. (Member, language) 
of one of the non-Aryan races of Southern 
India and Ceylon (including Tamils & 
Kanarese). [f. Skr. Dravida, a province 
of S. India] 

draw1, v.t. & i. (drew, drawn). 1. Pull 
(boat up from water, hat over face, belt 
tighter, pen across paper, friend aside); 
pull after one (plough, cart, cartload, 
etc.); drag (criminal) on hurdle etc. to 
execution; contract, distort, (with 
face); haul in (net); bend (bow; ~ a 
bead1 on); pull at (~ bit, bridle, rein, 
check horse, & fig. oneself); pull (curtain, 
veil) open or shut; ~ cloth, clear table 
after meal; (Cricket) divert (ball) to on 
side with bat; (Golf) drive (ball) too 
much to left (of right-handed player). 
2. Attract, bring to one, take in, (drew a 
deep breath; & abs., chimney, pipe, ~swell, 
promotes, allows, draught; 7 felt ~n to 
him; drew my attention; ~ him into talk, 
out of temptation; ~s customers, & abs., 
attracts attention or custom); induce to 
do; be attracted, assemble, round or 
about some centre (drew round the table); 
bring about, entail, (drew after it great 
consequences; ~ ruin upon oneself). 3. Ex¬ 
tract (cork, tooth, gun-charge, nail, 
cricket-stumps from ground, card from 
pack; pistol, sword from sheath, also 
abs.= ~ one’s sword or pistol; ~ one’s 
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sword against, attack; ~ lots, also abs. 
' ~ lots, & trans. = obtain by lot, as 
drew the winner); drag (badger, fox) from 
bole; haul up (water) from well; bring 
out (liquid, blood) from vessel, body (~ it 
mild, i.e. orig. beer, now = be moderate, 
not exaggerate); extract essence of (~ 
the tea, also intr. the tea ~s); (of poultice) 
drain (gathering etc.); take, get from a 
source (~ inspiration, one’s salary, tax 
~s iveil, ~s from the rich only)-, (Cards) 
cause to be played (~ all the trumps); 
bring (person) out, make him reveal in¬ 
formation, talent, irritation, etc.; deduce, 
infer, (conclusion); extract something 
from, empty, drain (calf ~s cow), dis¬ 
embowel (hanged, ~n, & quartered, of 
criminal; ~ fowl before cooking); (Hunt.) 
search (covert) for game (~ blank, find 
none). 4. Protract, stretch, elongate, 
(long—n agony, ~-plate, hard steel plate 
pierced with graduated apertures through 
which rods or wires are ~n during manu¬ 
facture ; ~ wire, make it by pulling piece 
of metal through successively smaller 
holes); (Naut., intr. of sail) swell out 
with wind. 5. Trace (furrow, figure, line; 
~ the line at, refuse to go as far as or 
beyond); delineate, make (picture), repre¬ 
sent (object), by ~ing lines, (abs.) use 
pencil thus; describe in words; practise 
delineation; frame (document) in due 
form, compose, (often up, out); formu¬ 
late, institute, (comparisons, distinc¬ 
tions) ; write out (bill, cheque, draft, on 
banker etc.), (abs.) make call on person 
or his faith, memory, etc., for money or 
service. 6. Make way, move, towards, 
near, off, back, etc. (~ to an end or close); 
(Racing) get farther away to the front, 
come level, gain on. 7. (Of doubtful 
origin); (of ship) require (such a depth of 
water) to float; ~ game or battle, part 
without deciding it. 8. (With advv. in 
special senses); ~ back, withdraw from 
undertaking; ~ in, entice, persuade to 
join, (of day) close in, (of successive days) 
become shorter; ~ off, withdraw (troops; 
or intr. of troops etc.); ~ on, lead to, 
bring about, allure, approach (intr.); ~ 
out, lead out, detach, or array (troops), 
prolong, elicit, induce to talk, write out 
in proper form, (of days) become longer; 
~ up, (refi.) assume stiff attitude, (intr.) 
come up with or to = overtake, come to a 
stand, (t. & i. of troops) bring or come into 
regular order, (trans.) compose (docu¬ 
ment etc.). [OE, OS dragan, OHG 
tragan, ON draga, Goth, gadragan] 

draw2, n. Act of DRAWing; esp.: strain, 
pull; attractive effect, person or thing 
that draws custom, attention, etc.; 
drawing of lots, raffle; drawn game; 
remark etc. meant to elicit information 
or set person off on pet subject; act of 
whipping out revolver in order to shoot 
(quick on the ~); ‘movable part of draw¬ 
bridge. [f. prec.] 

draw'back, n. Amount of excise or 
import duty paid back or remitted on 
goods exported; deduction from-, thing 
that qualifies satisfaction, disadvantage; 
~ lock, with spring bolt that can be 
drawn back by inside knob, [draw1] 

draw'bridge, n. Bridge hinged at one 
end for drawing up to prevent passage or 
to open channel. [ME ; maw1] 

Drawcan'sir (-er), n. & a. (Person) 
formidable both to friend and foe; fierce 
swashbuckler, [name of character in 
Villiers’s Rehearsal ] 

drawee', n. Person on whom draft or 
bill is drawn. [-EE] 

draw'er, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
(arch.) tapster; receptacle sliding in & 
out of special frame (~s or chest of~s) or 
of table etc., for holding clothes, papers, 
etc., whence ~ful(2) n.; (pi.) two-legged 
(usu. under-) garment suspended from 
waist, [-er 1 ] 

draw'ing, n. In vbl senses; esp.: art of 
representing by line, delineation without 
colour or with single colour, (out of ~, 
incorrectly drawn); product of this, 
black-&-whito or monochrome sketch; 
~ -block, of detachable leaves of ~-paper 
adhering at edges; —board, for stretch¬ 
ing —paper on; -—compass(es), with pen 
or pencil substituted for one point; ||~- 
•pin, for fastening ~-paper to <■—board. 
t-ING1] 

draw'ing-room, n. Room for reception 
of company, to which ladies retire after 
dinner; levee, formal reception esp. at 
court, [for 16th c. withdrawing-] 

drawl, v.i. & t.,&n. 1. Speak, utter (often 
out), with indolent or affected slowness; 
(of words, esp. in part.) be so uttered; 
hence ~'ingi.Y2 adv. 2. n. Slow utter¬ 
ance. [16th c. cant, f. LG, Du. dralen 
delay, linger, EFris. draulen loiter] 

drawn, p.p. of draw1; ~-work, fancy 
work in linen etc. done by drawing out 
threads. 

draw-well, n. Deep well with rope and 
bucket. [ME; draw1] 

dray, n. Low esp. brewer’s cart without 
sides for heavy loads (—horse, large & 
powerful; ~'man, brewer’s driver). [ME, 
f. OE dragan draw 1; cf. MLG drage litter, 
Sw. drog dray] 

dread1 (-6d), v.t., & n. I. Be in great fear 
of; shrink from, look forward to with 
terror; fear greatly (that, to learn etc.), 
be afraid (to do). 2. n. Great fear, awe, 
apprehension; object of fear or awe. [n. 
f. vb, ME dreden f. OE a-, ondrxdan, OS 
antdrddan, OHG inttratan, ult. orig. 
unkn.] 

dread2 (-dd), a. Dreaded, dreadful; awful, 
revered. [ME p.p. of dread1] 

dread'ful (-ed-), a. Terrible, awe-inspiring 
(II penny ~ ellipt., hist., story-book full of 
horrors); troublesome, disagreeable, bor¬ 
ing, very bad or long, horrid. Hence 
~LY2adv. [-FUL] 
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dread'nought (-fidnawt), n. (Cloth used 
for) thick coat for stormy weather; (D~) 
early type of 20th-c. battleship greatly 
superior in tonnage & power to al) pre¬ 
decessors (f. name of first built in 
1900). 

dream1, n. Vision, series of pictures or 
events, presented to sleeping person; act, 
time, of seeing such vision; waking ~, 
similar experience of one awake; con¬ 
scious indulgence of fancy, reverie, castle 
in the air, (also day-—'); thing (ideal, 
person, dress, dish, etc.) of ~like goodness, 
beauty, or refinement; ~-reader, inter¬ 
preter of ~s; —'-world, -land, region out¬ 
side the laws of nature. Hence ~'less, 
~'like, aa. [ME dream corresp. to OE 
*dream, OS drom, OHG troum] 

dream2, v.i. & t. (~t pr. -6mt, or ~ed). 
Have visions in sleep; see, hear, etc., in 
sleep (~t a dream, did you ~ it ?, ~ that 
. . .); imagine as in a dream, think 
possible; (with negative etc.) think of 
even in a dream, so much as contemplate 
possibility of, have any conception of; 
fall into reverie; form imaginary visions 
of; be inactive or unpractical (& trans. 
~ away one’s time). Hence-^'EfGn. [ME; 
as prec.) 

dream-hole, n. Hole left in wall of tower 
etc. to admit light, [perh. f. OE dream 
mirth, music (the holes letting sound of 
bells issue) ] 

dream'|y, a. Full of dreams (rare or 
poet.); given to reverie, fanciful, un¬ 
practical; dreamlike, vague, misty. 
Hence ~ily2 adv., ~istess n. [-Y2] 

drear'|y, (poet.) drear, a. Dismal, 
gloomy, dull. Hence ~(i)iY2 adv., ~(I)- 
kess n. [OE dreorig (dreor gore), cogn. w. 
dreosan to drop & G traurig sad] 

dredge1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Apparatus for 
bringing up oysters, specimens, etc., or 
clearing out mud etc., from river or sea 
bottom. 2. vb. Bring up, clear away or 
out, with ~; clean out (harbour, river) 
with ~; use ~; hence dredg'er1 [-er1 
(1, 2)] n. [15th c. Sc. dreg, perh. rel. to 
MDu. dregghe, or to drag1] 

drSdge2, v.t. Sprinkle with flour or other 
powder; sprinkle (flour etc.) over; dredg¬ 
ing-box, = foil. [10th c., f. obs. dredge 
sweetmeat, f. OF dragee f. L f. Gk 
iragema (trogo chew)] 

dredg'er2, n. (for dredger1 see dredge1). 
Box with perforated lid for sprinkling 
flour etc. [prec.,-er1] 

II dree, v.t. (arch.). Endure (still in ~ 
one’s weird, submit to one’s lot). [OE 
dreogan] 

dreg, n. (usu. pi.). Sediment, grounds, 
lees, (drink, drain, to the —s, leaving 
nothing); worthless part, refuse; (sing.) 
small remnant (esp. not a ~). Hence 
~g'Y2 (-g-) a. [ME; prob. f. ON: cf. Icel. 
dreggjar, Sw. drdgg pi., lees] 

Dreibund (dri'bdbnt), n. ■= Triple 
Alliance (3). [G (drei three, bund league)] 

drench *, n. Draught or dose administered 
to animal; (arch.) large, medicinal, or 
poisonous draught; a soaking or down¬ 
pour. [OE drenc f. Gmc "drank- f. 
"drinkan drink] 

drench2, v.t. Make to drink largely; 
force (animal) to take draught of medicine; 
(Sheep-washing, Tanning) steep, soak; 
wet all over with falling liquid (or of the 
liquid; —ed with, by). [OE drencan f. Gmc 
*drankjan causative of *drinkan drink] 

dren'cher, n. In vbl senses; esp.: drench¬ 
ing shower; apparatus for giving drench 
to beast, [-er1] 

Dres'den (-z-), n. ~ china, porcelain, kind 
produced in Saxony esp. in 18th c. 

dress1, v.t. & i. 1. (mil.). Correct the 
alignment of (companies etc. in relation 
to each other, or men in line), (intr.) come 
into correct place in line etc. (up, i.e. for¬ 
ward, back, or abs.). 2. Array, clothe, 
(~ed in black, serge, etc.); provide oneself 
with clothes (~ well etc.); put on one’s 
clothes; put on evening dress (esp. ~ for 
dinner); ~ up, attire oneself, attire (an¬ 
other), elaborately or in masquerade; 
~ out, attire conspicuously. 3. Deck, 
adorn, (ship with flags, shop-window with 
tempting wares); provide (play) with 
costumes. 4. Treat (wound, wounded 
man) with remedies, apply dressing to. 
5. Subject to cleansing, trimming, 
smoothing, etc.; brush, comb, do up, 
(hair); curry (horse, leather; & fig., often 
~ down, thrash, scold). 6. Finish surface 
of (textile fabrics, building-stone). 7. 
Prepare, cook, (food); prune (plant); 
manure. [ME, f. OF dresser f. Rom. 
"direcliare f. L directus direct] 

dress2, n. 1. Clothing, esp. the visible 
part of it, costume (full ~, that worn on 
great occasions; evening ~, or ~, that 
worn at dinners or evening parties; morn¬ 
ing ~, ordinary; a~, lady’s gown, frock). 
2. External covering, outward form, 
(birds in their winter ~, French book 
appearing in English ~). 3. || ~ circle, 
first gallery in theatres, in w'hich evening- 
-~ was once required; ~ coat, swallow- 
-tailed for evening ~ ; guard., on bicycle 
etc. to protect~ ;~-improver, = bustle3; 
'-''maker, -king, (woman) making women’s 
~es; ~ rehearsal, final one in costume; 
—shield, -preserver, piece of waterproof 
material fastened under the arms of a 
bodice, [f. prec.] 

dress'age (-ahzh), n. Training of horse in 
obedience & deportment. [F, f. dresser 
train ] 

dress'er1, n. Kitchen sideboard with 
shelves for dishes etc.; ‘dressing-table. 
[ME, f. OF dresseur (dresser dress1); cf. 
med. L directorium] 

dress'er2, n. In vbl senses; esp.: sur¬ 
geon’s assistant in hospital operations, 
whence ~ship(1) n.; one who helps to 
dress actors or actresses, looks after 
costumes, etc. [-er1] 
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dress'ing, n. In vbl senses; esp.: scolding 
or thrashing (usu. with doum)\ sauce, 
stuffing, etc.; manure; bandages, oint¬ 
ments, etc., for wound; stiffening used in 
finishing fabrics; ~-bell etc., signal to 
dress for dinner; —case, of toilet neces¬ 
saries ; —'-gown, worn while making toilet 
or in dishabille; —-room, attached to bed¬ 
room for toilet; —-table, for looking-glass 
etc. [-ING1] 

dress'ly, a. Fond of, smart in, dress; (of 
clothes) stylish. Hence ~Iness n. [-Y2] 

drew. See draw1. 

drey(dra),n. Squirrel’s nest. [orig. unkn.] 
drib'bl|e, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Flow, let flow, 
in drops or trickling stream (n., such flow); 
(of child, idiot, etc.) run at the mouth. 
2. (Football) work (ball) forward with 
slight touches of alternate or different 
players’ feet (n., piece of ~ing). 3. (Billi¬ 
ards) make (ball) just roll (or intr. of ball) 
into pocket. Hence ~er1 n. [frequent, 
of obs. drib vb. var. of drip; see -le(3)] 

drib(b)'let, n. Small quantity, petty sum, 
(esp. by —s). [f. drib see prec. + -let] 

dried, drier. See dry2- L 
drift1, n. 1. Being driven by current; slow 
course or current; ship’s deviation due 
to currents (~-anchor, = drag2-anchor). 
2. Projectile’s deviation due to rotation. 
3. II (Forest Law) driving of cattle to one 
place on appointed day to determine 
ownership etc. 4. Natural or unper- 
ceircd progress, tendency. 5. Waiting on 
events, inaction, (esp., contempt., the 
policy of—). 6. Purpose, meaning, tenor, 
or scope, of person or his words. 7. 
Shower, driving mass; snow, sand, etc., 
accumulated by wind; (also — -ice, -wood, 
etc.) matter driven by water; (Geol.) 
superficial deposit made by current of 
water or air(D~-, Pleistocene ice detritus, 
boulder clay). 8. (Also —net) large net 
for herrings etc. allowed to drift with tide. 
9. (Mining) horizontal passage following 
mineral vein. 10. S.-Afr. ford. 11. Tool 
for enlarging or shaping bole in metal. 
12. The horizontal component of the 
aerodynamic pressure on all exposed 
surfaces of an aeroplane in flight (cf. lift). 
[ME, vbl n. f. drive1] 

drift2, v.i. & t. Be carried (as) by current 
of air or water, (of current) carry; go 
passively or aimlessly; pile, be piled, by 
wind into drifts; cover (field, road) with 
drifts; form or enlarge hole (see prec.). 
Hence ~'age(1) n., ~'er1 n., (esp.) boat 
used in drift-net fishing (much also in 
mine-sweeping during the 1914-18 war). 
[f. prec.] 

drill1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Pointed steel etc. 
tool, or machine, for boring boles (vb, 
bore, of person or tool, with metal etc., or 
hole etc., as obj.; also intr., ~ through, 
perforate); boring shellfish. 2. Instruc¬ 
tion or exercise in military evolutions (~- 
-sergeanl, instructor in ~, also fig.), 
rigorous discipline, exact routine, (vb. 

drive 

subject to, or undergo, such discipline; 
B Company vnll — tomorroiv, — him in 
what he is to say, in Latin Grammar), [f. 
MDu. drillen vb, dril n., of unkn. orig.] 

drill2, n., & v.t. Small furrow for sowing 
seed in, ridge with such furrow on top, 
row of plants so sown; machine for 
furrowing, sowing, & covering seed; (vb) 
sow (seed) thus, plant (ground) in ~s. 
[peril, f. obs. drill rill, of unkn. orig.] 

drill3, n. Kind of baboon, [prob. W.- 
-Afr. ] 

drill4, n. Coarse twilled linen or cotton 
fabric, [earlier drilling f. G drillich f. L 
trilicem nom. -ix (tri- three-, licium 
thread)] 

dril'y. See dry1. 
drink1, v.t. & i. (dr&nk; drunk & poet. 
drunk'en). Swallow (liquid); take (the 
waters at a spa) medicinally; ~ off, up, 
— the whole of at once; (of plants, porous 
things, etc.) absorb (moisture; often up 
or in); (fig.) ~ in, contemplate, listen to, 
with delight; empty (vessel, the cup of 
pain or joy); spend (wages etc.) on drink; 
swallow liquid, take draught, (often of 
a source; ~ deep, take large draught, or 
be great ~er as in next sense); take 
spirituous liquor esp. to excess, tipple, be 
a drunkard, (~ hard, heavily, like a fish; 
—ing-BOVT; —-ing-water (reserved, pure 
enough, for ~ing); ~ oneself drunk, to 
death, out of a situation; — down or under 
the table, outlast in retaining control of 
oneself while ~ing); ~ to, pledge, toast; 
wish good etc. to in ~ing (~ one’s health, 
— success or confusion to). Hence (-) ~'er 1 
n. [OE drincan, 03 drinkan, OHG 
trinkan, ON drekka, Goth, drigkan f. 
Gmc *drenk-] 

drink2, n. Liquid swallowed or absorbed; 
beverage; intoxicating liquor (also strong 
—), excessive indulgence in it, intemper¬ 
ance (on the —, giving way to this; in —, 
drunk); glass etc. or portion of liquor 
(stand1 ~s round); —offering, libation; 
the — (R.A.F. si.), the sea. Hence ~'less 
a. [OE drinc & drinca f. drincan= prec.] 

drink'able, a. & n. Good to drink; (n., 
esp. in pi.) thing(s) to drink, [-able] 

drip1, v.i. & t. (-pp-). Fall, let fall, in 
drops; let drops fall, be so wet (with blood 
etc.) as to shed drops (—ping wet, very 
wet), [cogn. w. drop, but of uncert. hist., 
poss. f. Scand., cf. MDa. drippe] 

drip2, n. Act of dripping; dripping liquid; 
(si.) boring person; (Archit.) projection 
keeping rain from parts below (so ~- 
-moulding, —'stone); —-drop, persistont 
dripping. Hence ~p'Ya a. [f. prec.] 

dripp'ing, n. In vbl senses; also: fat 
melted from roasting meat, & used for 
frying or as food; —s, water, grease, etc., 
dripping from anything, [-ing1] 

drive1, v.t. & i. (drove, driven). 1. Urge 
in some direction by blows, threats, vio¬ 
lence, etc. (usu. with adv. or prep, as 
away, back, in, out, from, to, through; 



out, oust, take place of); chase or frighten 
(game, wild beasts, enemy esp. in guerrilla 
warfare) from over large area into small 
in order to kill or capture. 2. Scour (dis¬ 
trict), || (Forest Law) hold a drift1. 

3. (Urge &) direct course of (animal draw¬ 
ing vehicle or plough, vehicle etc., or 
locomotive); convey in vehicle; act as 
driver of vehicle; travel, go, in car or 
carriage at one’s disposal (cf. ride in 
omnibus, tram, train). 4. Impel forcibly, 
constrain, compel, (to, into, to do; ~ mad, 
out of one’s senses); overwork (teas very 
harden). 5. Impel, carry along (of wind, 
water), throw, propel, send in some 
direction, (inanimate things); (Cricket) 
return (ball) from freely swung bat to or 
past bowler; (Golf) strike (ball, or abs.) 
with driver from tee (also ~ off). 6. Force 
(stake, nail, etc.) into ground etc. with 
blows; bore (tunnel, horizontal cavity); 
(also let ~) aim blow or missile (at). 7. (Of 
steam or other power) set or keep 
(machinery) going (also of person, ~ a 
quill, pen, write). 8. Carry on, effect, 
conclude, (drove a roaring trade, good 
bargain). 9. Defer (~ it to the last minute). 
10. Dash, rush, hasten; work hard at. 
11. Float along, drift, tend, (driving rain; 
~ at, seek, intend, mean; what is he driv¬ 
ing at?). [OE drifan, OS driban, OHG 
triban, ON drlfa, Goth, dreiban f. Gmc 
*dribhan] 

drive2, n. Excursion in vehicle (see prec.); 
driving of game or enemy (see prec.); 
stroke at cricket, golf, etc. (see prec.); 
energy, push; tendency; organized effort 
to achieve a special purpose; carriage- 
-road, II esp. private road to house; 
whist3—. [f. prec.) 

driv'el, v.i. & t. (-11-), & n. 1. Bun at 
mouth or nose like child; talk childishly 
or idiotically; fritter away, hence ~1er 1 
n. 2. n. Silly nonsense, twaddle. [ME 
drevele, dravele, OE dreflian, perh. cogn. 
w. DRAFF] 

driv'er, n. One who drives (drive1), 

coachman (also cab—■, engine-~, etc.; 
slave—, overseer of slave gang); (Golf) 
straight-faced wooden club for driving 
from tee; (Mech.) driving-wheel or other 
part that receives power directly; front, 
rear, -~, bicycle in which power is applied 
to front, rear, wheel; quill-~. Hence 
~LESS a. [-ER1] 

driv'ing-wheel, n. Wheel communicat¬ 
ing motion to other parts of machine; 
large wheel of locomotive; cycle wheel 
that is directly worked, 

driz'zle, v.i., & n. (Fall in, be wet with) 
spray-like rain (subj., the day, rain, it). 
Hence driz'zlY2 a. [16th c.; perh. f. ME 
drese (OE dreosan fall)+ -le(3)] 

dro'gher (-ger), n. W.-Ind. coasting 
vessel; slow heavy craft. [18th c., f. F 
drogeur f. Du. drogher (droogen to dry) 
named from drying herrings ] 

drogue (-og), n. Buoy at end of harpoon 

drop 

line; sea anchor, a bag-like contrivance 
used to retard the drifting of a boat & 
keep her head to the wind; = wind 1sock. 
[perh. var. of DRAG2] 

droit (or dr wall), n. Right, due, legal 
perquisite, (esp. ~s of Admiralty, pro¬ 
ceeds of enemy’s ships, wrecks, etc.). 
[ME, f. OF f. L directum direct2] 

droll, a., n., & v.i. Facetious, amusing; 
queer, odd, surprising; hence drol'LY2 

(-ol-ll) adv., ~'NESS n.; (n., now rare) 
jester, wag; (v.i., now rare) play the 
buffoon, jest with, at, on. [f. F dr6le(r) 
of unkn. orig. ] 

droll'ery, n. Jesting; a facetious com¬ 
position; quaint humour. [-ERY] 

drome, n. (colloq.). Aerodrome, [abbr.] 
-drome, suf. repr. Gk dromos course, used 
in Gk compounds such as hippodrome, in 
modern words such a3 aerodrome, and 
(loosely) in picturedrome. 

drom'edary (also -um-), n. Light fleet 
usu. Arabian or one-humped camel bred 
for riding. [ME, f. OF dromedaire f. LL 
dromedarius f. L f. Gk dromas -ados runner, 
-ary 1 ] 

drom'ond, n. (hist.). Large medieval 
ship for war or commerce. [ME, f. OF 
dromon(t) f. LL f. Byz. Gk dromon] 

drone, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Male of honey-bee, 
which does not work; idler; deep hum¬ 
ming sound; monotonous speech or 
speaker; bass-pipe of bagpipe; fixed 
continuous note emitted by this. 2. vb. 
Buzz like bee or bagpipe, talk or utter 
monotonously, whence dron'ingLY2 

adv.; idle; idle away (life etc.). [OE 
drdn, draen, OS dr an,, OHG treno, of obsc. 
phonology; f. WG *dran-, dren-, drun-, 
boom] 

drool, v.i. (U.S. & dial). Drivel, slobber, 
[contr. f. drivel] 

droop, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Hang down, slope, 
incline, as in weariness; (of eyes) look 
downwards; (poet., of sun etc.) sink; 
languish, decline, flag, lose heart; let 
(head, face, eyes) fall forward or down; 
hence ~'ingLY2 adv. 2. n. ~ing attitude, 
loss of spirit, fall of tone. [ME, f. ON 
drilpa vb cogn. w. foil. ] 

drop', n. 1. Round, pear-shaped, or hemi¬ 
spherical portion of liquid such as hangs 
or falls separately or adheres to surface 
(of water, tears, sweat, dew, rain, blood, 
or abs. in these senses); (Med.) smallest 
separable quantity of a liquid (in pi., 
liquid medicine to be measured by ~s); 
minute quantity (~ in bucket or ocean, 
infinitesimal factor); glass etc. of in¬ 
toxicating liquor (lake a ~; has taken a 
~ too much, is drunk; have a ~ in one’s 
eye, show signs of having drunk); pen¬ 
dant, hanging ornament, (ear-~s, ear- 
- rings; ~s of glass chandelier); sugar¬ 
plum (acid, pear etc., ~s); hence ~'let n. 
2. Act of dropping, fall, social come- 
-down, descent in prices, temperature, 
etc.; thing that drops or is dropped, as 
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(Theatr.) painted curtain let down be¬ 
tween acts (also ~ -curtain), (in gallows) 
platform withdrawn from under feet of 
condemned (also, distance he is allowed 
to fall, as ~ of 3 ft); abrupt fall in level of 

i surface, amount of this; (also ~-kick) 
kick at football made by dropping ball 
and kicking it as it rises (~-off, -out, such 
kick to start play after goal, try, ortouch- 
-down). 3.'—forging (also die-forging), the 
system of forcing a piece of white-hot 
metal through an open-ended die of the 
required shape; hammer (also ~-press), 
forging-machine using the power of a 
dropped weight; ~-shot (Lawn Tennis), 
shot dropping abruptly after clearing net; 

shutter, appliance for giving instan¬ 
taneous exposure in photography; ~-sul¬ 
phur, -tin, granulated by being dropped 
molten into water; ~'wort, kinds of 
plant with tuberous root fibres. [OE 
dropa, OS dropo, ON dropi, cogn. w. 
OHO tropfo; f. Gmc *dreup-, *draup-, 
*drup-, whence DRir, droop] 

drop2, v.i. & t. (-pp-). 1. Fall in drops; 
give off moisture in drops. 2. Fall by 
force of gravity from not being held etc., 
(fig.) be uttered casually (the remark ~ped 
from him), disappear (a letter has ~ped 
out). 3. Sink to ground exhausted, 
wounded, etc. (~ on one’s knee, kneel), (of 
setter) crouch at sight of game. 4. Fall 
naturally asleep, (back) into habit etc.; 
die; cease, lapse, (affair was allowed to ~; 
the correspondence ~ped). 5. Fall in 
direction, condition, amount, degree, 
pitch, (prices, voices, ~); go down stream; 
fall behind, to the rear, etc. fe. Come or go 
casually in as visitor, into place, across 
person; ~ on or across, reprimand or 
punish. 7. Let fall (liquid, tears) in drops, 
shed; let go. relinquish, cease to hold, (~ 
anchor, anchor ship); give birth to (esp. 
lambs). 8. Utter casually as if uncon¬ 
sciously (esp. ~ a hint; so ~ a postcard, 
line, note). 9. Lose (money, esp. in gam¬ 
ing). 10. Fell with axe, blow of fist, or 
bullet. 11. Set down (passenger, parcel). 
12. Omit (letter, one’s hs, syllable) in 
speech. 13. Let (eyes) droop; lower 
(voice); ~ curtsy. 14. (Football) send 
(ball), make (goal), by drop-kick (see 
prec.; also intr. = take drop-kick). 15. 
Cease to associate with, have done with 
— it!, stop that). 16. ~ away, in, depart, 
enter, one by one; ~ off, = ~ away, also 
fall asleep. [OE dropian, see prec.] 

dropp'ings (-z), n. pi. What falls or has 
fallen in drops, e.g. wax from candles; 
dung of beasts or birds, [-ing1] 

drop-'seene, n. = drop-curtain (drop1); 

final scene, finale, of drama in real life, 
drop'sly, n. Disease in which watery 
fluid collects in cavities or tissue of body, 
(fig.) overswollen state. Hence ~ical a., 
/~icalLY2 adv. [ME, aphetic form of 
HYDROPSY ] 

dros(h)'ky, n. Russian low four-wheeled 
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carriage; cab in German towns, [f. Russ. 
drozhki dim. of drogi wagon (droga shaft)] 

Drosoph'ila, n. Genus of flies, used 
extensively in genetic research; common 
fruit-fly. [mod. L, f. Gk drosos dew, 
moisture, -phil] 

dross, n. Scum thrown off from metals in 
melting; foreign matter mixed with any¬ 
thing, impurities; refuse, rubbish. Hence 
~'Y2 a. [OE dros, MDu. drocse dregs; 
ef. MLG drdsem, OHG truosana (G 
drusen)] 

drought (-owt), (poet.. Sc., U.S.) drouth, 
n. (Arch.) dryness, lack of moisture, also 
thirst; continuous dry weather, want of 
rain. Hence drought'Y2 (-owt-), drouth^ 
Y2, a. [OE drugath (dryge dry1, -th1)] 

drove1, n. 1. Herd, flock, being driven or 
moving together; crowd, multitude, 
shoal, large number, esp. as moving to¬ 
gether. 2. Mason’s broad chisel. [OE 
draf (drifan drive1)] 

drSve2. See drive1. 
drov'er, n. Driver of droves to market, 
cattle-dealer. Hence drove1 v.t., drov- 
ing1 n. [ME ; drove 1 +-er 1 ] 

drown, v.i. & t. 1. Suffer death by suffoca¬ 
tion in liquid (now usu. be ~cd; but ~ing 
man etc.); suffocate (person, animal) by 
submersion (subj., person etc., or the 
liquid); submerge, flood, drench, (esp. 
fig. in tears, sleep, urine; like ~ed rat, 
in soaked condition; ~ out, drive out by 
flood). 2. Deaden (grief etc.) with or in 
drink; overpower (esp. of louder sound 
making voice etc. inaudible). [ME (orig. 
north.) drun, droune, pointing to an OE 
*drunian; orig. obsc.] 

drowse (-z), v.i. & t., & n. Be dull & 
sleepy, half asleep; be sluggish; make 
drowsy: pass away (time) in drowsing; 
(n.) half-asleep condition, [back form, 
f. foil.1 

drow'sly (-z-), a. Sleepy, half asleep, 
dozing; lulling, soporific; sluggish; ~y- 
-head, sleepy person. Hence ~Ihead 
(arch.), ~iNESP, nn., ~itY2 adv. [early 
10th c., prob. rel. to OE drusian sink, 
become slow, cogn. w. dreosan, see 
DREARY ] 

drub, v.t. (-bb-). Cudgel, thump, be¬ 
labour; beat in fight; beat (notion) into, 
end of, person. Hence ~b,lNG1 n. [earlier 
sense bastinado, perh. f. Arab, darb 
beating] 

drudgle, n., & v.i. 1. Servile worker, 
slave, hack: hence ~'ery(2, 5) n. 2. v.i. 
Work slavishly at distasteful work; 
hence ~'ingLY2 adv. [orig. unkn. ] 

drug, n., & v.t. & i. (-gg-). 1. Original 
simple medicinal substance, organic or 
inorganic, used alone or as ingredient 
(the ~ habit, of taking opiates etc.); 
unsalable commodity, thing no longer in 
demand (usu. ~ in the market); *—store, 
chemist’s shop; henoe ~g'Y2 (-g-) a. 2. 
vb. Adulterate with ~, esp. with narcotic 
or poison; administer ~s, esp. narcotics. 
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to; indulge in narcotics etc.; nauseate, 
cloy. [ME, f. OF drogue of unkn. orig.] 

drugg'et (-g-), n. (Over-carpet or floor- 
-cloth of) coarse woollen stuff used for 
floor or table coverings, [f. F droguet 
of unkn. orig. ] 

drugg'ist (-g-), n. Dealer in drugs, 
pharmaceutical chemist, [f. F droguiste 
(DRUG, -1ST)] 

Dru'ld (-do-), n. Priest, magician, sooth¬ 
sayer, among Celts of ancient Gaul & 
Britain; officer of Welsh Gorsedd or 
national assembly. Hence ~ess1, —ism 
(3), nn., Druid'lc(AL) aa., (-00-). [f. F 
druide or L pi. druidae, -des, f. OCelt. 
druid- magician] 

drum1, n. 1. Musical instrument sounded 
by striking & made of hollow cylinder or 
hemisphere with parchment stretched 
over opening(s) (bass, tenor, big, kettle, 
etc., ~). 2. (zool.). Natural organ giving 
resonance, as howling monkey’s hyoid 
bone. 3. Sound (as) of ~, esp. bittern’s 
cry; player of ~, drummer. 4. Cylindrical 
structure (~ of ear, hollow part of middle 
ear) or object, cylinder or barrel in 
machinery on which something is wound 
or for other purposes; solid part of 
Corinthian or composite capital; stone 
block forming section of shaft; cylindrical 
receptacle for packing dried fruit, holding 
oil, etc. 5. Evening or afternoon-tea 
party (hist.). 6. (Also '—-fish) kinds of 
American fish able to make drumming 
noise. 7. —'fire, heavy continuous rapid 
artillery fire usu. heralding infantry 
attack; —'head, skin or membrane of ~ 
(~hcad court1 martial), membrane across 
~ of ear, circular top of capstan; ~ major, 
N.C.O. commanding drummers of regi¬ 
ment ; stick, stick with knob or pad for 
beating ~, lower joint of cooked fowl’s 
leg. [f. 16th c. (obs.) drombcslade, drom- 
byllsclad, f. LG trommetslag drum- beat f. 
trommel f. trum(b)e, Du. tram] 

drum2, v.i. & t. (-mm-). Play the drum, 
whence —itFer1 n., player of drum, 
’commercial traveller; beat, tap, or 
thump, continuously on something (on 
piano, at door; feel — on floor; a —ming 
in the ears); (of birds, insects) make loud 
hollow noise with quivering wings; 
summon, beat up, as by ~ming; ~ out, 
cashier by beat of drum; drive (person) 
into apathy etc., (lesson) into person, by 
persistence; strike (hands etc.) repeatedly 
(up)on something; play (tune etc.) on or 
as on drum. [f. prec. ] 

drum3, drum'lin, nn. (geol.). Long oval 
mound of drift or diluvial formation, [f. 
Gael. & Ir. druim ridge; -lin perh. for 
-LING1] 

Drumm'ond light (lit), n. Limelight or 
oxyhydrogen light. [Capt. T. Drummond, 
inventor c. 1825] 

drunk, pred. a. & n. (also p.p. of drink1). 
1. Intoxicated, overcome with liquor, 
(beastly, blind, dead, half, etc., ~; ~ as a 

fiddler or lord; also fig., ~ with joy, 
success, rage); hence ~'ard n. 2. n. (si.). 
Drinking-bout, drunken fit; (from police 
charge-sheets) case of drunkenness (hence 
gen.) man charged with drunkenness, 
drunken man. [p.p. of drink1] 

drunk'en, a. (rarely pred., cf. prec.). In¬ 
toxicated ; given to drinking, often 
drunk; caused by or exhibiting drunken¬ 
ness (~ frolic, brawl). Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [as prec., see -en1] 

drupe (-do-), n. Stone-fruit, fleshy or 
pulpy fruit enclosing stone or nut with 
kernel, as olive, plum, cherry. Hence 
drupA'CEOUs (-dopa'sbus) a. [f. L f. Gk 
druppa over-ripe (olive)] 

drup'el (-do-), drupe'let (-dopl-), nn. 
Small drupe in compound fruit, as black¬ 
berry. [-EL, -LET] 

druse1 (-boz), n. Crust of crystals lining 
rock-cavity, cavity so lined. [G ] 

Druse2 (-ooz), n. Member of political & 
religious sect of Mohammedan origin 
about Mt Lebanon. [Ismail al-Darazi, 
founder 1040] 

dry1, a. (drier, -cst). 1. Without moisture 
(~ eyes, free from tears; ~ shampoo); 

not rainy, with deficient rainfall. 2. 
Parched, dried up, (colloq.) thirsty, (of 
liquid) having disappeared by evapora¬ 
tion, draining, wiping, etc.; (of country, 
state, legislation, etc.) teetotal, prohibit¬ 
ing sale of intoxicants (go —, accept such 
legislation). 3. Not yielding water, milk, 
etc. (cow, well, is 4. Without butter 
(~ bread, toast). 5. Solid, not liquid, (~ 
goods, see below; ~ measure, measure 
of capacity for these). 6. (Of wine) free 
from sweetness & fruity flavour. 7. Un¬ 
connected with liquid (die a — death, not 
by drowning or bloodshed; ~ cough, 
without phlegm; II ~-bob3). 8. Impassive, 
unsympathetic, stiff, hard, cold, (~ jest, 
sarcasm, humour, expressed in matter-of- 
-fact tone with show of unconsciousness). 
9. Meagre, plain, bare, not enlarged upon, 
(~ facts, thanks); uninteresting, dull, un¬ 
profitable. 10. Untinged by prejudice or 
interest (~ light). 11. —-bulb thermometer, 
one of pair in hygrometer with wet & ~ 
bulbs; —-clean, clean (clothes etc.), by 
means of spirit etc., without using water, 
so ~-cleaner, -cleaning; — cooper, maker of 
casks for ~ goods; '—-cure, cure (meat 
etc.) without pickling in liquid; —dock4 ; 
— -fly a. & v.i., (fish) with fly floating 
lightly on water; ~ goods, non-liquid 
goods, as corn, also (esp. U.S.) drapery, 
mercery, haberdashery; ~ lodging, with¬ 
out board; ~-nurse, tending but not 
suckling child, (v.t.) bring up by hand; 
~ pile, electric pile or battery in which 
no liquid is used; ~-plate, photographic 
plate with sensitized film hard & ~ for 
convenience of keeping, developing at 
leisure, etc.; ’—-point, needle for engrav¬ 
ing without acid on bare copper plate 
(also v.i. use this process, & n., engraving 
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produced so); —-rot, decayed state of 
wood not exposed to air caused by fungi, 
also the fungi, (fig.) unsuspected moral 
or social decay; — -salt v.t., = —-cure-, —- 
-salter(y), dealer, dealing or shop that 
deals, in drugs, dyes, gums, oils, pickles, 
tinned meats, etc.; ~-shod a. or adv., 
without wetting the feet; walling 
without mortar). Hence ~'ish1 (2) a., 
dri' ly2 (or ~'ly) adv. (esp. in fig. senses), 
~'ness n. [OE dryge, rel. to MLG droge, 
MDn. druge, droghe, Du. droog f. \VG 
*drug-, whence also G trocken] 

dry2, v.t. & i. Make or become dry by 
wiping, evaporation, draining, etc.; 
cause (cow) to cease giving milk; ~ up, 
make utterly dry, (of moisture) disappear 
utterly, (of well etc.) cease to yield water, 
(colloq., esp. in imperat.) cease talking or 
doing something, (Theatr.) forget one’s 
lines. Hence dri'ER1 (1, 2) (or ~'er) n., 
(also) substance mixed with oil-paints to 
expedite ~ing. [OE drfigean (dryge dry j)] 

dry'ad, n. Nymph inhabiting tree, wood- 
-nymph. [f. L f. Gk druas -ados (drus 
tree)] 

Dry'asdust (-az-), n., d-, a. Dull labori¬ 
ous antiquary or historian; (adj.) very 
dry, uninteresting. [Dr ~, fictitious 
person (dry as dust) to whom Scott 
dedicated] 

’dst, clipping of wouldst, hadst. 
du'ad, n. (Incorrect for) dyad. 
du'al, a. & n. 1. Of two, twofold, divided 
in two, double, ownership, skirt); the 
D— Monarchy, former Austro-Hungarian 
Empire; shared by two, joint, as— control. 
2. (gram.). ~ number or ~, inflected form 
proper to two persons or things (addi¬ 
tional to singular & plural). So dual'iTY 
n., ~ize(3) v.t., ~ly2 adv. [f. L dualis 
(duo two, -al)] 

du'alin, n. Powerful explosive of nitre, 
nitroglycerin, & sawdust, [prec. (dual 
nitre) +-in] 

du'allism, n. Duality; use of dual num¬ 
ber ; theory recognizing two independent 
principles (mind & matter, cf. idealism Sc 
materialism; good & evil in the universe; 
two personalities in Christ), so ~ist (2) n., 
~is'tio a.,~is'tiCALLY adv. [dual +-ism] 

|| dub \ n. Deep pool in northern streams; 
a puddle (si.). [16th c. Sc., orig. unkn.] 

dub2, v.t. (-bb-). 1. Make (person) into a 
knight by striking shoulders with sword; 
invest with (new title), name, nickname, 
(person or thing, with complement; —bed 
me Doctor, quack, a scribbler). 2. Dress 
(artificial fishing-fly). 3. Smear (leather) 
with grease, [late OE dubbiun, aphetic f. 
OF aduber, adober, com.-Rom. of unkn. 

orig.] 
dub3, v.t. (-bb-). Make another recording 

of sound-track of (film) esp. in a different 
language, add (sound effects or music) 
to a film, or to a radio or television 
production, [abbr. of double] 

dubb'ing, n. In vbl senses; esp., prepared 

duck 

grease for leather (also dhbb'ln). [-ino1] 
dubi'ety, n. Feeling of doubt; doubtful 
matter, [f. LL dubietas (dubius doubtful, 
-ty)] 

dub'ious, a. Indistinct (~ light), vague, 
unreliable (~ friend), of questionable 
value or truth (a ~ compliment); of doubt¬ 
ful issue (~ undertaking, struggle); of 
suspected character (~ gains, company); 
hesitating, doubting. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [f. L dubiosus (dubium doubt, 
-OSE1)] 

dubita'tion, n. Doubt, hesitation. [ME, 
f. OF’, or L dubitalio (dubilarc doubt2, 
-ATION)] 

dub'Itatlve, a. Of, expressing, inclined 
to, doubt or hesitation. Hence ~ly2 

(-vl-) adv. [f. LL dubitativus as prec. 
+ -IVE] 

duc'al, a. Of, like, bearing title of, duke. 
[F, f. LL ducalis (dux duke, -al)] 

duc'at, n. Gold coin, formerly current 
in most European countries; coin, (pi.) 
money. [ME, f. It. ducato f. med. L 
ducatus duchy (prob. named from Duke 
of Apulia 1140)] 

Vuce (ddo'cha), n. Chief (II, or the, —, 
Mussolini as Fascist leader). [It., f. L 
dux ducis ] 

duch'ess, n. Duke’s wife or widow; lady 
holding a duchy in her own right; im¬ 
posing woman; II (si.) costermonger’s 
wife (abbr. dutch). [ME, f. OF (-e), f. med. 
L dudssa (duke, -ess1)] 5 

duchesse (ddbshCs'), n. Kind of satin; 
~ lace, kind of Brussels pillow-lace. [F, 
= duchess] 

duch'y, n. Territory of reigning duke or 
duchess; royal dukedom of Cornwall or 
Lancaster, each with certain estates, 
revenues, & jurisdiction of its own. [ME, 
f. OF duchele) f. med. L ducatus (duke, 

-y4)] 
duck1, n. (pi. often ~ collective; also 
~s). 1. Kinds of swimming-bird, esp. the 
domesticated form of the mallard or 
wild-~ (like ~ in thunderstorm, with up¬ 
turned eyes, looking flabbergasted, faint, 
etc.; litce water off ~’s back, producing no 
effect; take to anything like ~ to water; 
fine day for young ~s, rainy weather; 
lame disabled person, defaulter on 
Stock Exchange; in two shakes of ~’s 
tail, in an instant); female of this (cf. 
drake2) ; its flesh. 2. Darling (esp. in 
voc.), whence ~'y3 n. (also ~y diamond). 
3. (Cricket; also ~’s-egg) batsman’s score 
of 0. 4. Bombay ~, bummalo ; ~ <£- drake, 
game of making flat stone skip along 
water (make ~s <£- drakes of, play ~s etc. 
with, squander); '—'bill, ■= ~-billed platy¬ 

pus or OKSiTHorhynchus:boards, narrow 
path of wooden slats in trench or over 
mud; —-hawk, marsh harrier; —-shot, of 
size for shooting wild ~; —'weed, plant 
that carpets surface of still water. Hence 
~'lino1(2) n. (ugly —ling). [OE duce, 
duce f. *ducan dive (foil.)] 
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duck2, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Plunge, dive, dip 
head, under water & emerge; bend 
quickly, bob, to avoid blow etc. or by 
way of bow or curtsy; plunge (person 
etc.) momentarily in water, or abs., 
whence ~'ing'(1) n. (~ing-stool, chair at 
end of oscillating pole, formerly used for 
~ing scolds and other objectionable per¬ 
sons) ; lower (head) suddenly. 2. n. Quick 
dip below water in bathing, or lowering 
of head. [ME d(o)vke f. OE *(Mean, 
( = MLG, MDu. duken, OHG tulihan)] 

duck3, n. Strong untwilled linen or cotton 
fabric for small sails & outer clothing esp. 
of sailors; (pi.) trousers of this. [f. MDu. 
doek, = OS dok, OHG tuoh, of unkn. 
orig. 1 

duck4, n. (colloq.). Amphibious landing 
craft, [f. DUKWS, official designation] 

duck'er1, n. Kinds of diving-bird, esp. 
dabchick & water ouzel, [duck2, -er1] 

duck'er2, n. Breeder of ducks, [duck1, 
-er1 J 

duct, n. Conduit, tube, for conveying 
liquid; tube or canal in body conveying 
chyle, lymph, or secretions (named from 
function, as biliary ~, or from discoverer, 
as Eustachian ~, ~s of Bellini); vessel of 
plant’s vascular tissue holding air, water, 
etc. Hence ~'less a. (~less glands, of 
which the secretion is not carried off by 
a ~, but acts directly on the blood), [f. 
L ductus leading, aqueduct (duccre duct- 
lea A) ] 

duc'tile, a. (Of metals) malleable, flexible, 
not brittle, (in technical use) capable of 
being drawn out into wire, tough; plastic 
(of clay etc., or of person or character), 
pliable, tractable, docile. Hence ductil- 
ity n. [ME, f. OF f. L ductilis (ducere see 
prec., -il)] 

dud., n. & a. (si.). 1. (PI.) clothes, rags; 
(sing.) scarecrow (also man), shell etc. 
that fails to go off, futile plan or person. 
2. adj. Counterfeit, useless, unsatis¬ 
factory, futile, [orig. unkn.] 
♦dfide, n. (si.). Fastidious aesthetic 
person, often imitating English speech, 
dress, & manners; dandy, swell. Hence 
dud' ish1 a. [orig. unkn.] 

dudg'eon (-jn), n. Resentment, feeling 
of offence, (usu. in ~). [orig. unkn. ] 

dud(h)een' (ddb-), n. (Ir.). Short clay 
pipe. [f. Ir. duidin, dim. of diXd pipe] 

due1, a. & adv. 1. Owing, payable, as a 
debt or obligation (fall, become, ~, as bill 
reaching maturity); that ought to be 
given to person (first place is ~ to Milton, 
it is~ to him to say), merited, appropriate 
(has his ~ reward), rightful, proper, ade¬ 
quate (after ~ consideration), to be looked 
for, calculated or foreseen (in ~ time); 
to be ascribed to cause, agent, etc. (the 
difficulty is ~ to our ignorance; the dis¬ 
covery is ~ to Newton; the advl use for 
owing, as I came late ~ to an accident, is 
incorrect); under engagement to do some¬ 
thing (is ~ to speak tonight) or to arrive 
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at certain time (train ~ at 7.30, already ~ 
& over—). 2. adv. (Of points of compass) 
exactly, directly, (went ~ east, a ~ N. 
wind). [ME, f. OF de/d (p.p. of devoir owe) 
f. Rom. *clcbut.us f. L debitus (debere owe)] 

due2, n. Person’s right, what is owed him, 
(give one, esp. the devil, his ~, not be un¬ 
just to him, even though he deserves 
little or is no friend); what one owes 
(pay one’s ~s); (usu. pi.) toll, fee, legally 
demandable (harbemr, light, tonnage, uni¬ 
versity's); (Naut.) for a full~, for good, 
thoroughly, completely, [f. prec., & OF 
deu] 

dii'el, n., & v.i. (-11). 1. Fight with deadly 
weapons between two persons, in pre¬ 
sence of two seconds, to settle quarrel 
(the ~, ~ling & its code of rules); any 
contest between two persons, animals, 
parties, causes; hence ~1ist(1) n. 2. v.i. 
Fight ~(s). [f. med. L (AL) duellum(arch, 
f. L helium war) single combat; cf. LL 
duellare fight a duel ] 

duenn'a, n. Elderly woman acting as 
governess & companion in charge of girls 
(orig. & esp. in Spanish fa mily); chaperon, 
[f. Sp. dueha f. L domina mistress] 

duet', -tt, n. Musical composition for two 
voices or performers; (fig.) dialogue, 
scolding-match; pair, couple. Hence 
duett'iST(l) n. [f. It. duetto dim. of duo 
duet f. L duo two] 

II duff1, n. (Dial. etc. for) dough; tlum—. 
duff2, v.t. (si.). Fake up (goods), give 

look of newness etc. to, (II ~ing, counter¬ 
feit); (Austral.) steal & alter brands on 
(cattle); (Golf) mishit (shot, ball), [perk, 
back form. f. duffer] 

duff'el, duf'fle, n. Coarse woollen cloth 
with thick nap (~ coat, overcoat of ~ with 
toggle fastenings instead of buttons); 
♦kit of sportsman or camper-out. [Duffel 
in Brabant] 

duff'er, n. II One who sells trash as 
valuable, pretending it to be smuggled, 
stolen, etc.; II pedlar, hawker; faker of 
sham articles; counterfeit coin, picture, 
etc.; unproductive mine; thing of which 
no use can be made; inefficient, useless, 
or stupid person, [goes with duff2] 

dug1, n. Udder of female mammals, also 
teat, nipple, (not now used of women exc. 
contempt.), [orig. unkn.; cf. Sw. dsegga 
suckle ] 

dug2. See dig1. 
dug'ong (dob-), n. (pi. often ~). Large 
herbivorous mammal of Indian seas. [f. 
Malay dvyong] 

dug-out, n. Canoe made by hollowing 
tree-trunk; underground shelter esp. for 
troops in trenches; II (si.) retired officer 
etc. recalled to service, 

duik'er, duy-, (dik-), n. Small S.-African 
antelope. [ Du. duiker (in full duikerbok) ] 

duke, n. 1. (Hist.) provincial military 
commander under later Roman em¬ 
perors ; (Bibl.) chief of tribe. 2. (In some 
parts of Europe) sovereign prince ruling 
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c -ei.7 or small State; (Gt Britain & some 
</txer countries) person bolding highest 

b^aecit&ry title of nobility outside royal 

family <afeo — who is also royal 

jate*, with precedence); MSE with I>~ 
U ■rmjjhrey. 3. Kind of cherry. 4. (sL). 
Kane, fist- 1ME, f, OF doc f. L dax duels 
leader] 

duke'dom (-kd-), n. Territory ruled by, 
cigniry of, nuke. l-vox] 

trak'eries -iz/, n. pL District in Notts, 
containing several ducal estates, [-zey] 

Irul' dq (da©-„ n. Camp for prisoners of 
v ar in transit. [G abbr. of l/urchgangs- 
lager] 

ddl'cfet, a. Sweet, soothing, (esp. of 
sounds;- [15th e. also dmuxt t. OF dim. 
of douz f. L dulcis sweet ] 

dfil'ci fy, v.t. Sweeten, mate gentle. 
Hence ~ntA'noy m if, LL dulcificare 
tibilcis sweet, -jt)J 

doFcrmcr, n. Musical instrument with 
strings of graduated length over sounding 
board or box struck with hammers, proto¬ 
type of piano, if. OF doalcaner said to 
repr. I, dulee melos sweet song] 

liulcinfc'a (or -sin'ia), n. Idolized & 
idealized mistress, {name of Don Qui¬ 
xote’s mistress] 

dull, a., & v.t. & i. 1. Slow of understand¬ 
ing, obtuse, stupid, whence ~'aed n.; (of 
ears, eyes, etc.) without keen perception; 
(of inanimate things) insensible; (of pain 
etc.) indistinctly felt; sluggish, slow- 
-moving, stagnant, (of person, animal, 
trade;; (of goods, stocks; not easily 
salable, not in demand; listless, de¬ 
pressed; tedious, monotonous; blunt 
(esp. of edge); (of colour, light, sound, 
taste; not bright, vivid, or keen; (of 
weather) overcast, gloomy: hence ~'ishx 
a., dulCO'sESS n., dul'ir2 (dul-lf) adv. 
2. vb. Make — (~ the edge of, blunt, make 
less sensitive, interesting, effective); lose 
force, intensity, clearness, or keenness. 
[3IE dvl. also (obs.) dil, f. OE dot (-dyU), 
eorresp. to MEG, MDu. dul, OS (Du.) dot, 
OHG M f. WG ’dul-} 

dulse, n. Edible kind of sea-weed. [f. Ir. 
& Gael, duileasg] 

dul'y, adv. Kightly, properly, fitly; suffi¬ 
ciently; punctually. [ME; due 1 +-DY2] 

du'ma (dob-), n. Russian parliament, 
1906—17. [previously name of elective 
municipal councils ] 

dumb1 (-m), a. (compar. & superb, pron. 
-mer, -mtst). Unable to speak, ab¬ 
normally (of human beings; the ~, the 
deaf & ~, as nouns) or normally (~ 
animals, used in pity or contempt); in¬ 
articulate, having no voice in government 
etc., (the ~ millions); silenced by surprise, 
shyness, etc. (esp. strike ~; ~ in mixed 
corny.any); taciturn, reticent, (Nature is 
~ on Che point-, English a ~ people); 
•stupid; without speech crambo; ~ 
shear, significant gestures, part of play 
given in early drama without words); 

dumpling 

unheard, giving no sound; without the 
voice, sound, or other property, usual in 
things of the name (~ piano, set of keys 
for exercising fingers; —waiter, || an 
upright with revolving shelves enabling 
waiter to be dispensed with in dining- 
-room, ‘food-lift; |]~ barge, craft, without 
sails or motive power; —bell, short bar 
with weight at each end used in pairs for 
exercising muscles, (v.i.) use these; ~ well, 
sunk merely to carry off surface water); 
—-iron, one of the two curved forward 
ends of the side-members of a motor-car 
chassis. Hence ~'ly2 (-ml-) adv., ~/xess 
(-inn-) n. [OE, 03 dumb, OHG tump 
stupid, ON dumbr, Gotb. dumbs mute, 
of nnltn. orig.] 

dumb2, v.t. Make dumb. [f. prec.] 
dumbfound' <-mf-), v.t. Strike dumb, 
confound, nonplus, [dumb, confound] 
dum'bledore (-Id-), n. (dial.). Bumble¬ 
bee; cockchafer, [f. durable- (cf. bumble-, 
drumble-; humble-bee) + POE ] 

dum'dum, a. & n. ~ (bullet), kind of soft- 
-nosed bullet that expands & inflicts 
laceration. [D~ in India, with canton¬ 
ment & arsenal] 

dumm'y, n. & a. 1. (Whist) imaginary 
fourth player whose hand is turned up & 
played by partner (~ whist or ~, game 
so played; double —, game with two such 
bands); (Bridge) the partner of the player 
who makes the first call in the accepted 
declaration, or his (exposed) hand. 2. 
Person taking no real part, or present 
only for show, figurehead, mere tool, man 
of straw; dolt, blockhead. 3. Counterfeit 
object, sham package etc., clothes-block, 
lay figure, man’s figure as target; baby’s 
indiarubber teat; sell the ~ (Rugby foot¬ 
ball), deceive opponent by feigning to 
pass ball. 4. adj. Sham, [duhbx + -y2] 

dumpx, n. II Short thick object of various 
kinds; II leaden counter used in games; 
obs. Australian coin, (si.) small coin (not 
vxerth a~); II kind of bolt in ship-building; 
rope quoit for game on board ship; kind 
of skittle; kind of sweetmeat; short stout 
person. [18th c., orig. unkn.; goes with 
DUMPY] 

dump2, v.t. & n. 1. Shoot, deposit, 
tilt down, (rubbish); let fall with a bump; 
(Commerc.) send (goods unsalable at high 
price in home market) to foreign market 
for sale at low price, to avoid lowering 
home price & capture new market; drop 
down (t. & i.) with a thud; land (super¬ 
fluous immigrants) in foreign country; 
hence ~'er 1 n. 2. n. Dull blow, thud; 
heap of refuse, place for shooting this; 
(Mil.) temporary depot of munitions. 
[ME, perh. of Norse orig., cf. Da. dumpe, 
Norw. dumpa, Sw. dial, dompa, fall 
plump] 

dump'ling, n. Mass of dough boiled or 
baked either plain or enclosing apple etc. 
[c. 1600; In sense, as f. dump1 + -ling1, 
but is recorded very much earlier] 
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dumps, n. pi. Depression, melancholy, 
(usu. in the ~). [16th c., of obsc. orig.; 
perh. f. MDu. dump exhalation, haze, 
mist] 

dum'ply, a. &n. 1. Short & stout (~j/ level, 
kind used in surveying); hence ~iNESS n. 
2. n. II Short-legged Scotch breed of fowls. 
[18th c., orig. unkn.; goes w. dump1; for 
the sense, cf. dumpling] 

dun1, a. & n. (Of) dull greyish-brown 
colour as of ass or mouse (~-bird, || po¬ 
chard ; ~ diver, || female or young male of 
goosander); (poet.) dark, dusky; ~ horse; 
kinds of artificial fishing-fly. [OE dun(n), 
= OS dun reddish brown] 

dun2 n., & v.t. (-nn-). 1. Importunate 
creditor; debt-collector; demand for 
payment. 2. v.t. Importune for payment 
of debt; pester, [perh. var. of din] 

dunce, n. One slow at learning, dullard, 
(~’s cap, paper cone put on head of ~ at 
school), [f. John Duns Scotus, school¬ 
man, d. 1308, whose followers were ridi¬ 
culed by 16th-c. humanists and reformers 
as enemies of learning] 

dun'derhead (-6d), n., dun'der-headed 
(-6d-), a. Blockhead, stupid (person). 
[17th c., orig. unkn.] 

Dundrear'y, n. ~ whiskers, long side 
whiskers worn without beard. [~, 
character in T. Taylor’s comedy Our 
American Cousin] 

dune, n. Mound or ridge of loose sand 
on coast, [f. F dune f. MDu. dune; see 
DOWN1] 

dung, n., & v.t. 1. Manure; excrement of 
animals (rarely of man; ~-beetle, whose 
larvae develop in ~ ; ~-fly, feeding in it; 
~-worm, found in cow-~ & used as bait; 
~-cart, -fork, for conveying, loading, & 
spreading, manure); moral filth. 2. v.t. 
Manure (land; of farmer, grazing animals, 
or the manure). [OE dung, OHG tunga 
(G dung, danger), also Icel. dyngja] 

dung'aree (-ngg-), n. Coarse Indian 
calico; (pi.) overalls etc. of ~. [f. Hind. 
dungri ] 

dun'geon (-jn), n., & v.t. (Now usu. 
donjon) great tower of castle in innermost 
court or bailey; strong subterranean cell 
for prisoners; (vb) shut up, imprison in 
~. [ME, f. OF donjon f. Gallo-Rom. 
*domnionem f. L dominvs lord] 

dung'hill, n. Heap of dung or refuse in 
farmyard (cock cm his own ~, household, 
parish, etc., tyrant or bully; ~ cock etc., 
barn-door not game, whence ~ as adj., 
craven). 

II dun'iwassal (doo-), n. (Sc.). Highland 
gentleman of secondary rank. [Gael. 
duine man, uasal noble] 

•dunk, v.t. & i. Dip (bread, cake, etc.) 
into soup or a beverage while eating, [f. 
G tunken (var. dunken) dip ] 

Dunkirk', n. (Scene of) evacuation of a 
defeated army by sea like that of the 
British from ~ in May 1940. [port in 
France] 

dun'lin, n. Red-backed sandpiper. 
[-LING1] 

dunn'age, n. Mats, brushwood, gratings, 
etc., stowed under or among cargo to 
prevent moisture & chafing. [17th c. 
dinnage; orig. unkn.] 

II dunn'ock, n. Hedge-sparrow, [dun1, 
-OCK] 

dunt, n. Blow given to aircraft by a 
vertical current of air suddenly encoun¬ 
tered. [orig. Sc., prob. var. of dint] 

dti'o, n. (In music-hall usage) pair of 
artistes (comedy ~). [L, = two ] 

duodecimal, a. & n. Of twelve or 
twelfths, proceeding by twelves; (n. pi.) 
cross-multiplication, method used for 
dimensions given in feet, inches, & 
twelfths of inch, used by quantity sur¬ 
veyors etc. [f. L duodecimus twelfth + -al ] 

duode'cimo, n. (usu. 12mo). Book-size in 
which each leaf is 1/12 of printing-sheet; 
book of this size; diminutive thing or 
person. [L (in) duodecimo abl. see prec. ] 

duoden'ary, a. Proceeding by twelves, 
in sets of twelve, [f. L duodenarius (duo- 
deni twelve at once, -ary 1) ] 

duoden'lum, n. (anat.). First portion of 
small intestine immediately below sto¬ 
mach. Hence ~al a., ~it'is (-it-) n. 
[ME, f. med. L (duodeni see prec., from its 
length of 12 in.)] 

du'ologue (-5g), n. Conversation between 
two persons, dramatio piece with two 
actors, [irreg. f. Gk duo two, after mono¬ 
logue] 

dtiom'o (dw-), n. (pi. ~s). Italian cathe¬ 
dral. [It.] 

duple, n., & v.t. 1. Victim of deception, 
gull; hence ~'ery(2) n. 2. v.t. Cheat, 
make a fool of; hence~'able a., ~aBiL'iTY, 
~'er1, nn. [F dupe (dial.) hoopoe, from 
the bird’s stupid appearance] 

du'ple, a. Double (now only in: ~ ratio, 
that of 2 to 1; ~ time, rhythm, of two 
beats to the bar), [f. L duplus (duo two, 
-plus f. pie- fill)] 

dup'lex, a. Of two elements, twofold, (~ 
gas-burner, with two jets combining into 
one flame; ~ lamp, with two wicks); ~ 
telegraphy, by which one wire transmits 
messages both ways at once. [L, gen. 
-plicis (duo two, plic- fold)] 

duplicate, a. & n. 1. With two corre¬ 
sponding parts, existing in two examples; 
doubled, twice as large or many; ~ pro¬ 
portion, ratio, proportion of squares in 
relation to that of their radicals; exactly 
like a thing already existing (of any 
number of copies or specimens). 2. n. 
One of two things exactly alike, esp. that 
made after the other; second copy, with 
equal legal force, of letter or document; 
second copy of bill drawn In two parts, 
second of exchange; pawnbroker’s ticket; 
one of two or more specimens of thing 
exactly or virtually alike; synonym; 
exact correspondence between two things 
(made in~). [ME, f. L as foil., -ate2] 
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dup'llc|ate2, v.t. Double, multiply by 
two; make in duplicate, make exact copy 
of, produce copies of, whence ~atOR n. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [f. L duplicate (duplex, 
-ate3)] 

dupli'city, n. Double-dealing, deceitful¬ 
ness; doubleness. [ME, f. OF duplicite or 
LL duplicitas (duplex, -ty)] 

dur'ablle, a. Lasting, not transitory; re¬ 
sisting wear, decay, etc. Hence dura- 

isil'ity, ~leNESS (-In-), nn., ~ly2 adv. 

[ME, f. OF f. L durabilis (durare f. durus 
bard, -able)] 

dural'umin, n. An aluminium alloy re¬ 
markable for its strength and hardness, 
used for aircraft etc. (P, f. Dur(en) in 
the Rhineland + alumin(iuji)] 

dur'a mat'er, n. (anat.). Tough outer 
membrane enveloping brain & spinal 
cord. [med. L, = hard mother, transl. of 
Arab, phrase] 

duram'en, n. Heart-wood of exogenous 
Hee. [L, f. durare harden] 

dur'ance, n. Imprisonment (usu. in ~ 
vile). [F (durer last f. L durare see due- 
able, -ance)] 

dura'tion, n. Continuance in, length of, 
time; time for which thing continues (/or 
the ~, phr. common in war-time con¬ 
tracts). [ME, f. OF f. med. L durationcm 
(prec., -ation) ] 

durb'ar, n. Indian ruler’s court; public 
levee of Indian prince or (hist.) Anglo-Ind. 
governor or viceroy, [f. Pers. & Hind. 
darbar court] 

duress(e)' (or dur'Cs), n. Forcible re¬ 
straint, imprisonment; compulsion, esp. 
imprisonment, threats, or violence, ille¬ 
gally used to force person to do some¬ 
thing (under ~; plea of ~, for voiding 
contract so made). [ME, f. OF duresse f. 
L duritia (durus hard, -ess2)] 

dur'ian (door4), n. S.-E. Asian tree bear¬ 
ing a large oval fruit containing pulp 
notable for its fetid smell and agreeable 
taste; its fruit. [Malay] 

dur'ing, prep. Throughout, at some point 
in, the continuance of. [ME (-INQ2) f. OF 
duranl after L abl. abs. constr., as 
durante vita (or vita durante)] 

durm'ast (-ah-), n. Kind of oak. [dur- 
(perh. erron. for dun) +mast2] 

duln, v.t. = DARN2. 

du'rra, dh-, (ddb-), n. Indian millet, [f. 
Arab, dur ah] 

dutst. See dare. 

dusk, n., a., & v.i. & t. 1. Shade, gloom; 
darker stage of twilight. 2. adj. (poet.). 
Shadowy, dim, dark-coloured, whence 
~'ish1 a., & (in ordinary use) ~'Y2 a., 
~'Ily2 adv., ~'iNESS n. 3. vb. (poet.). 
Become, look, make, dim or dark or 
shadowy. [ME dosk, later dusk, f. OE 
dox swarthy; -sk is abnormal] 

dust1, n. 1. Finely powdered earth or 
other matter lying on ground or on sur¬ 
faces or carried about in clouds by wind 
(shake off the ~ of one’s feet, depart in¬ 

Dutch 

dignantly; throw ~ in one’s eyes, mislead 
him by misrepresentation or diverting 
attention from point; bite the ~, fall 
wounded or slain). 2. || Household refuse 
(~~~bin, receptacle for this; ~-man, man 
who empties this & removes the ~ in ~- 
-cart). 3. Pollen. 4. (With a) cloud of ~ 
(what a ~ /, a great ~, make or raise a ~). 
5. Dead person’s remains (honoured ~; 
also in the ~, dead); the human body, 
man. 6. Humiliation (humbled in, to, the 
~). 7. Confusion, turmoil, excitement, 
row, contest, (~ <& heat, the burden of a 
struggle). 8. (si.). Cash. 9. *—bowl, 
area denuded of vegetation by drought 
& overcropping & so reduced to desert; 
~-brand, disease of com, smut; •—cloak, 
-coat, -gown, -wrap, -cloth, worn or put 
over objects to keep off ~; —colour, dull 
light brown; — -cover, -jacket, book’s 
jacket; ~-guard, in machine, or on 
bicycle to protect dress; ~'man, = sand- 

man; ~’pan, into which ~ is brushed from 
floor; ~- shot, smallest-sized shot. Hence 
--“'less a. [OE dust, MDu. dust (LG dust, 
Du. duist fine flour), ON dust f, Gmc 
*dunst- (whence G dunst vapour)] 

dust2, v.t. & i. Sprinkle with dust or pow¬ 
der (intr., of birds, take dust-bath; ~ the 
eyes of, deceive, take in); make dusty; 
sprinkle (dust, powder); clear of dust by 
brushing, wiping, or beating (~ one’s 
jacket, beat him); clear away (dust etc.), 
clear furniture of dust. [f. prec. ] 

dus'ter, n. Cloth for dusting furniture 
etc.; person who does this, [-er1] 

dus'ting, n. In vbl senses; esp. (si.), 
thrashing, tossing in storm at sea. [ing1] 

dus'tly, a. Full of, strewn with, finely 
powdered like, dust; dry as dust, un¬ 
interesting; vague, indefinite, (~t/ an¬ 
swer)-, II (si.) not so ~y, fairly good; 

miller, plant auricula (from white dust 
on leaves & flowers), artificial fishing- 
-fly. Hence ~ily2 adv., ~1ness n. 
[”Y2] 

Dutch1, a. &n. l.(hist.). Of Germany in¬ 
cluding Netherlands (High ~, of South¬ 
ern Germans; Low ~, of Germans of sea 
coast, Netherlands, & Flanders). 2. Of 
the language or people of Holland & 
Netherlands (~ school, of painters dis¬ 
tinguished by artistio treatment of every¬ 
day subjects; the ~, people of Holland 
& Netherlands). 3. Coming from Hol¬ 
land, made or invented by the ~, (~ 
clock, chair, cheese, hoe, oven). 4. Charac¬ 
teristic of or attributed to the ~ (~ 
auction, courage ; talk to one like a ~ 
uncle, lecture him paternally; ~ wife, 
frame of cane etc. for resting the limbs 
in bed, long bolster similarly used). 5. n. 
The German language in any of its forms 
(High ~, German; Low ~, Low German 
including language of Holland Sc other 
northern varieties) (hist.). 6. Language 
of Holland & Netherlands (double ~, 
gibberish), [f. MDu. dutsch Hollandish, 



dutch 382 

Netherlandish, German, = OE theodisc, 
08 thiudisc, OIIG diutisc (G deutsch Ger¬ 
man) national, f. Gmc *theudd people + 
-ISH1] 

II dutch2, n. See duchess. 
Dutch'man, n. (pi. -men, fern, -woman). 
Hollander or Netherlander (or I’m. a ~, 
I’m a ~ if—, forms of positive & negative 
asseveration); Dutch ship (Flying ~, 
spectral ship). 

dut'eous, a. Dutiful, obedient, (of person 
or conduct). Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[irreg. f. duty+-ous (cf. beauteous) after 
bov.nteous, plenteous1 

dut'iable, a. Liable to customs or other 
duties, [-able] 

dut'iful, a. Regular or willing in obedi¬ 
ence & service. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness 

n. [foil. +-FUL] 
dut'y, n. 1. Behaviour due to superior, 
deference, expression of respect. 2. Pay¬ 
ment to public revenue levied on import, 
export, manufacture, or sale, of goods 
(customs, excise, duties), transfer of 
property (DEATn, probate, succession, 
stamp, duties), licences, legal recognition 
of documents, etc. (~ is levied on article 
or transaction, tax usu. on persons). 
3. Moral or legal obligation, what one is 
bound or ought to do (~ call, visit one 
would rather not but feels bound to pay). 
4. Binding force of what is right. 5. Busi¬ 
ness, office, function, performance of or 
engagement in these (on, off, ~, actually 
so engaged or not), (Eccl.) performance 
of church services (took my ~ for me). 
6. (mech.). Measure of engine’s effective¬ 
ness in units of work done per unit of 
fuel. 7. Do ~ for, serve or pass for (some¬ 
thing else); ~-paid, -free, of goods on 
which customs or excise ~ has been paid 
or is not leviable, [f. AF (not in OF) 
duete, see due ’, -ty ] 

duum'vir (-er), n. (pi. ~s, ~i). Member of 
board of two equal officials. Hence ~- 
ate1 n. [L, lit. man of the two] 

duvet (see Ap.), n. Eider-down quilt. 
[F] 

II dux, n. (no pi.). Top pupil in class 
(chiefly Sc.). [L, = leader] 

dwale, n. Deadly nightshade, [prob. f. 
Scand. (ON dv6l delay, Sw. dvala 
trance) ] 

dwarf (-oi-f), n., a., & v.t. 1. Person, 
animal, or plant, much below ordinary 
size of species, whence~,lSH1a., ~'IshLY2 
adv., ~'ishNESS n., (-drf-). 2. Small super¬ 
natural being in esp. Scandinavian mytho¬ 
logy skilled in metal-working. 3. adj. 
Undersized (in many plant names); puny, 
stunted. 4. v.t. Stunt in growth, or in 
intellect etc.; make look small by contrast 
or distance. [OE dweorg, MLG, MDu. 
dwerch, OHG twerg, ON dvergr f. Gmc. 
*dwergaz] 

dwell, v.i. (dwbll), & n. 1. Keep one’s 
attention fixed, write or speak at length, 
(up)on subject (~ upon note, syllable, etc., 

dynamics 

prolong it). 2. Make one’s abode, spend 
one’s time, live, in, at, near, on, etc. (now 
usu. live in talk). 3. (Of horse) be slow in 
raising feet, pause before taking fence. 
4. n. Slight regular pause for some pur¬ 
pose in motion of machine. [OE dwellan, 
OS -ian, OHG twellan, ON dvelja delay 
etc., f. Gmc *dwaljan] 

dwell'er, n. Inhabitant, resident in, on, 
etc.; horse that dwells at fence, [-er 1 ] 

dwelling, n. In vbl senses; also : place of 
residence, house; ~-hou.se, used as resi¬ 
dence, not as office, warehouse, etc.; — 
-place, = ~. [-ING1 ] 

dwin'dle, v.i. Become smaller, shrink, 
waste away; lose importance, decline, 
degenerate. [16th c., f. (now dial.) dvrine 
fade away f. OE dwinan, ON dvina + 
-le(3) ] 

dy'ad, n. The number two; group of 
two, couple. Hence dyad'ic a. [f. LL f. 
Gk duas -ad- (duo two, -ad)] 

Dy'ak, n. Aboriginal of Borneo. [Malay, 
= savage] 

dyarchy. See diarchy. 
dye1, n. Colour produced by or as by 
dyeing, tinge, hue, (also fig., crime, 
scoundrel, of blackest, deepest, ~); matter 
used for dyeing, colouring-matter in solu¬ 
tion ; —stuff, -ware, -wood, yielding ~; 
~-house, -works, where dyeing is done. 
[OE deag (foil.)] 

dye2, v.t. & i. (~d; part. ~ing). Colour, 
stain, tinge; impregnate (tissue) with 
colouring-matter (~ in the wood, in grain, 
while material is in raw state, giving 
more permanent result); make (thing) 
such a colour (~ cloth red, a rose colour, 
etc.); (of material) take colour well, badly, 
etc. [OE deagian of unkn. orig. ] 

dy'er, n. One who dyes cloth etc. (~’s 
in many names of plants yielding dye, as 
~’s bugloss, broom, oak, weed). [-ER1 ] 

dy'ing, n. In vbl senses of die2; esp. 
(attrib.) connected with, at time of, 
death (~ bed, declaration, wish; ~ oaih, 
made at, or with solemnity proper to, 
death), [-ing1] 

dyke. See dike. 
dynam'ic, a. & n. 1. Of motive force (cf. 
static); of force in actual operation (cf. 
potential); active, potent, energetic; of 
dynamics; (Med.) functional (cf. organic); 
(Philos.) accounting for matter or mind 
as being merely the action of forces, so 
dyn'amiSM(3), dyn'amist1 [-ist(2)] (& 
see dynamics), nn. 2. n. Energizing or 
motive force, [f. F dynamique f. Gk 
dunamikos (dunamis power, -ic) ] 

dynam'ical, a. Of dynamics; of force or 
mechanical power actively operative; 
(Theol., of inspiration) endowing with 
divine power, not impelling mechanically; 
of dynamism (see prec.). Hence ~ly2 
adv. [-al] 

dynam'ics, n. pi. used as sing. 1. Branch 
of mechanics that treats of motion in 
itself, and of the motion of bodies or 
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matter under the influence of forces 
(including kinematics and kinetics ; opp. 
statics), whence dyn'amist2 [-ist(3)] (& 
see dynamic) n.; branch (of any science) 
in which forces are considered (now often 
with a specific prefix, as in km.odynamics). 
2. Moving forces, physical or moral, in 
any sphere, [-ics] 

dyn'amite, n., & v.t. High explosive of 
nitro -glycerine mixed with inert absor¬ 
bent ; (vb) shatter with [Gk dunamis 
force, -ite] 

dyn'amitler, n. User of explosive esp. for 
revolutionary purposes. So dynamit'ic 
a., ~ism(1), ~ist(1), nn. [prec., -er1] 

dyn'amo-, comb, form of Gk dunamis 
power, as in ~-electric = of current (for¬ 
merly dynamic) electricity, also = con¬ 
verting jnechanical into electric energy, 

dyn'amo, n. (pi. -os). Machine converting 
mechanical into electric energy by rotat¬ 
ing coils of copper wire in magnetic field, 
[short for~-electricmachine, see prec.] 

dynamometer, n. Kinds of instrument 
measuring energy expended by animal, 
engine, or mechanical force; gauge for 
telescope’s magnifying-power, [dynamo-, 
-METER ] 

dyn'ast, n. Ruler, member of a dynasty. 
[f. L f. Gk dunasles (dunamai am 
able) ] 

dyn'asty, n. Line of hereditary rulers. 
So dynas'tic a., dynas'tiCALLY adv. [f. 
F dynaslie or LL f. Gk dunasteia lordship 
(prec.)] 

dyne, n. (phys.). Unit of force (the amount 
that, acting for one second on one- 
-gramme mass, gives it velocity of one 
centimetre per second). [F, f. st. of Gk 
dunamis force ] 

dys-, pref. = Gk dus- bad-, opp. eu- good-, 
chiefly in medical or other scientific words 
taken f. Gk or made with Gk elements, 

dys'entery, n. Disease with inflamed 
mucous membrane & intestinal glands, 
griping pains, & mucous & bloody 
evacuations. So dysente'rio a. [f. OF 
dissenterie or L f. Gk dusenteria (dys-, 

entera bowels)] 
dysgen'ic, a. Exerting a detrimental 
effect on the race (opp. eugenic), [f. 
DYS-+Gk gen- produce +-ic ] 

dysiogis'tjic, a. Disapproving, oppro¬ 
brious, (of sense in which term is used). 
Hence ~ically adv. [dys-+ (eu)iog- 
ISTIC) ] 

dyspep'sia, n. Indigestion. So dys- 
pep'tic a. & n., (person) subject to ~ 
or the attendant depression. [L, f. Gk 
dys(pepsia f. st. of pesso cook)] 

dyspnoe'la ( nea), n. (path.). Difficult 
breathing. Hence ~I0 a. [L, f. Gk 
duspnoia (DYS-, pneo breathe)] 

dyspros'ium (-zi-), n. (chem.). Element 
of rare-earth group, [mod. L, f. Gk 
dusprosiios hard to get at] 

dysur'ia, n. Painful urination. [LL, f. Gk 
dusouria (dys- + ouron urine)] 

ear 

E 
E, e, (e), letter (pi. Es, E’s). (Mus.) note, 

& corresp. scale; second-class ship in 
Lloyd’s register. 

e-, pref. Shortened form of EX-(l). 
each, a. & pron. (Of two or more) every 
(one) taken separately, as ~ man has two 
votes, ~ of us has two votes, we have two 
votes ~, they cost a penny ~, — is worse 
than the one before; they hate ~ other, ~ 
hates the other; sides of two triangles are 
equal ~ to ~ (a side of one to the corre¬ 
sponding side of the other). [OE &lc, 
= LG, Du. elk, OHG eogilih (G jeglich) f. 
WG *aiwo galikaz ever alike; see aye, 

like, alike; OE had also ylc ilk; gehwile 
= OHG gihwelih (see which); Sghwilc 
— OHG eogihivelih] 

eag'er (-g-), a. Full of keen desire; 
strongly desirous {to do, for, after, about, 
etc.); (of passions etc.) keen, impatient; 
(arch.) ~ (cold) air. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [ME, f. OF aigre keen, f. L 
acrem (nom. acer)] 

ea'gle, n. 1. Large bird of prey, with keen 
vision & powerful flight; figure of this, 
esp. as ensign of Roman or French army, 
or as lectern in church. 2. (golf). Hole 
played in two strokes under par. 3. 
*Vouble ~, coin worth twenty dollars; 

~-ej/ed, keen-sighted; ~-owl, largest 
European owl. [f. OF aigle f. L aquila] 

eag'let, n. Young eagle, [f. F aiglette (as 
prec., see -et1)] 

eagre (ag'er, e-), n. Large tidal wave, esp. 
in the Humber, Trent, and Severn, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

-ean, suf. of adjj. & nn. (also -aean, -eian), 
with sense ‘ of, belonging to, like ’; = -an 
w. end of stem, usu. Gk -aifos), L -ae(us), 
or Gk -ei(os), L -ei(us); -aean chiefly in 
unfamiliar wds as Ascraean, Achaean; 
-eian (apart from Gk & L as Pompeian 
etc.) is used w. E names in -ey, -y, as 
Bodleian, Rugbeian; -ean is pron. with e 
(Tacitean, empyrean, exc. in familiar 
adjj. as Prol'ean, HerciU'ean, (-ion), but 
cf. pygmean; some have -ean incorrectly 
for -ian (antipodean), & some vary betw. 
the two (Arislotelean, -ian). 

ear1, n. 1. Organ of hearing, esp. external 
part of this; faculty of discriminating 
sound, as an ~ for music; ~-shaped thing, 
esp. handle of pitcher; bring (storm, 
hornets’ nest, etc.) about one’s ~s; prick 
up one’s ~s, assume expectant attitude; 
I would give my ~s, make any sacrifice 
{for a thing, to do); over head and ~s, 
deeply immersed in (lit. & fig.); set (per¬ 
sons), be, by the ~s (at variance); a word 
in your ~s (in private); be all ~s (deeply 
attentive); it goes in at one ~ & out at the 
other, it leaves no impression; give ~, 
listen to; have a person’s ~ (favourable 
attention); were your ~s burning last 
night? (we were talking about you); sent 
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him away with a flea in his told bim 
some home truths etc. 2. —ache, pain in 
drum of ~'niark, (n.) mark on ~ of 
sheep etc. as sign of ownership, (fig.) mark 
of ownership, (v.t.) mark (sheep etc.) with 
this, (fig.) assign (fund etc.) to definite 
purpose; ~-phone, = UKAD-phone;'—ring 
(worn in lobe of ~ for ornament); ~’shot, 
hearing distance, as within, out of, ~$hot; 

trumpet, tube used by persons partly 
deaf; ~-ivax, yiscid secretion in ~. Hence 
(-)~ed2 (-rd), ~'less, aa. [OE eare, OS, 
OHG ora, ON eyra, Goth, auso, cogn. w. 
L auris, Gk ous ] 

ear2, n. Spike, bead, of corn, containing 
its flowers or seeds. [OE ear, OS ahar, 
OHG ahir, ON ax, Goth, ahs cogn. w. L 
acus -eris husk 1 

ear'ing, n. (naut.). Small rope (one of 
several) fastening upper corner of sail to 
yard, [ear1 + -ing 1; or = ear-ring] 

earl (ell), n. (fem. countess). Nobleman 
ranking between marquis & viscount (cf. 
COUNT3); Marshal, officer presiding 
over Heralds’ College etc. Hence ~'dom 

(db-) n. [OE eorl, OS, OHG erl, ON earl, 
jarl, of unkn. orig. ] 

earl'y (db-), a. & adv. Absolutely or re¬ 
latively near to the beginning of a portion 
of time, as an ~ visit, ~ risers, rise 
keep ~ hours (rise & go to bed ~), ~ 
peaches (maturing ~ in the year), L’~ 
English style, fix an ~ dale (not long 
hence), at your earliest convenience (as 
soon as you conveniently can), the ~ part 
(beginning) of the century, the ~ spring, 
morning, etc., the ~ part of spring etc.; 
~ bird, (joc.)~ riser (w. ref. to proverb the 
~ bird gets the worm); -— Victorian a. & n., 
(writer etc.) of or characteristic of Vic¬ 
toria’s ~ reign; ~ door, theatre door 
admitting audience before usual hour and 
at enhanced price; earlier on, at an earlier 
stage, previously (after later on). Hence 
earl'iNESs (db-) n. [(adj. f. adv.) OE 
drlice (ar posit, degree of Sr ere, 

-ly2)] 
earn (dhn), v.t. (Of person, action, con¬ 
duct, etc.) obtain as reward of labour or 
merit. [OE earnian = OHG amen f. WG 
*aznd]an, cf. OE esne, Goth, asneis labour¬ 
er, Goth, asans (cf. G ernte) harvest] 

earnest1 (db-), a. & n. Serious, zealous, 
not trifling; ardent (desire etc.); in ~, 
serious(ly), not jesting(ly). Hence ~ly2 
adv.,~NESSn. [(a.f.n.) OE eomust =OHG 
emust (G ernst) f. era- as in ON em 
vigorous] 

earn'est2 (db-), n. Money paid as instal¬ 
ment, esp. to confirm contrast etc.; fore¬ 
taste, presage, betokening, (is an, in, ~ of 
what is to come). [ME ernes prob. var. of 
cries, arles f. OF *erles f. Rom. *arrulas 
pi. dim. of L arr(h)a pledge) 

earn'ing (db-), n. In vbl senses, esp. (pi.) 
money earned. [-ING1] 

earth1 (db-), n. (pi. only as below). 1. The 
ground, as it fell to ~; (w. pi.) hole of 

badger, fox, etc.; the dry land; land & 
sea opp. the sky; this planet; this world 
opp. heaven or hell (why etc. on ~ ? why 
ever?); (w. pi.) soil, mould; (Chem., w. 
pi.) any of certain metallic oxides, un¬ 
inflammable, & having little taste or 
smell; || (Electr., w. pi.) comrmmication 
with ~ as completion of circuit. 2. ~- 
-born, of mortal race, (Myth.) emerging 
from ~ at birth; ~-(substitute for 
water1-) closet-, —light, -shine, partial 
illumination of dark part of moon by 
light from ~; '—-nut, (roundish tuber of) 
an umbelliferous woodland plant, other 
plants; —'work, bank of ~ used in forti¬ 
fication ; —worm, worm living in ground, 
(fig.) grovelling person. Hence ~'ward(S) 

adv. [OE eorthe, OS ertha, OHG erda, 
ON forth, Goth, airtha f. Gmc *ertho] 

earth2 (db-), v.t. & i. Cover (roots of 
plants) with heaped-up earth ; drive (fox) 
to earth; (intr., of fox) run to earth; 
(Electr.) ■= ground2, [f. prec. ] 

earth'en (dr-), a. Made of earth; made of 
baked clay^ [-EN5 ] 

earth'enware (db-), n. (often attrib.). 
Vessels etc. made of baked clay; baked 
clay, [ware1] 

earth'ljy (db-), a. Of the earth, terrestrial; 
(colloq.) no —y use, reason, chance, no use 
etc. at all; || not an —y (sh), no chance 
whatever. Hence ~Iness n. [-LY1] 

earth'quake (dr-), n. Volcanic convulsion 
of earth’s surface; (fig.) social or other 
disturbance. 

earth'|y (db-), a. Like, of, earth or soil; 
(fig.) grossly material. Hence ~Iness n. 
[-Y2] 

ear'wig, n., & v.t. (-gg-). Insect once held 
to get into the head through the ear; 
(v.t.) influence (person) by secret com¬ 
munications. [OE earwicga (eare ear1-!- 
wicga ~) ] 

ease1 (ez), n. Freedom from pain or 
trouble; freedom from constraint, as at 
one’s ~; (Mil.) stand at ~ (in relaxed 
attitude, with feet apart); relief from 
pain; chapel of ~ ; facility, esp. with ~. 
Hence ~'less (-zl-) a. [ME, f. OF eise, 
aise (cf. Prov. aize, It. agio) f. Rom. 
* ad] aces f. L adjacens adjacent] 

ease2 (ez), v.t. & i. Relieve from pain 
etc.; give mental ease to (person, oneself, 
one’s mind); (joe.) rob (person of his purse 
etc.); relax, adjust, (what is too tight); 
(Naut.) slacken (rope, sail, away, down, 
off), ~ her, reduce speed of engine; (v.i.) 
~ off, become less burdensome. [ME, f. 
OF a(a)isier (prec.)] 

ease'ful (ezf-), a. Comfortable, soothing; 
at rest; slothful. Hence ~ly 2 adv., ~ness 
n. [-FTJL] 

eas'el (-z-), n. Wooden frame to support 
picture, blackboard, etc. [f. Du. ezel = G 
esel ASS] 

ease'ment (-zm-), n. (Law) right of way 
or similar right over another’s ground; 
supplementary building, shed, etc.; 
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(arch.) relief from pain or burden. [ME, f. 
OF aisemcnt (as ease2, -ment)] 

east, adv., n., & a. (Towards, at, near) the 
point of the horizon where the sun rises 
(90° to right of North); to the ~ (of), in an 
eastward direction (from); ~ (wind), 
wind blowing from the ~; eastern part 
of the world, orient; altar-end of church 
(whether truly oriented or not); "the E~, 
(esp.) north— region of the U.S.; Far 
E~, China, Japan, etc.; Middle E~, 
(esp.) countries from Egypt to Iran 
inclusive; Near 2£~, Turkey & Balkan 
States; II E~ End, eastern part of London; 
*E~ Side, eastern part of New York. 
Hence ~'ward a. & n., ~'ward(s) adv. 
[OE east, OS, OHG osl-, ON aust- f. Gmc 
*aus-to-, *aus-tro f. Aryan *aus (L aurora, 
auster) ] 

Eas'ter, n. Festival of Christ’s resurrec¬ 
tion, corresponding to Passover, & ob¬ 
served on 1st Sunday (~ day, Sunday) 
after the first full moon on or after 
March 21 (also arch. ~<ide); (also ~-iveek) 
week commencing with ~ day; ~ eggs 
(painted & presented to friends at ~); 
~ eve, day before ~ day; ~ offering(s), 
customary payments made to the incum¬ 
bent on ~ day (now usually the collection 
proceeds). [OE eastre, pi. eastron, OHG 
ostarun app. f. Eostre, dawn-goddess 
(aus-, see pree.)] 

eas'terly, a. & adv. In an eastern position 
or direction; (coming) from the east, as 
~ wind. [f. obs. easier (perh. compar. of 
EAST) +-LY1] 

eas'tern, a. & n. Of, dwelling in, the east 
part of the world; E~ Church (Greek); 
lying towards the east; (n.) inhabitant of 
the East, member of E— Church. Hence 
~most a. [OE easterns (see east & -ern)] 

eas'ting, n. (naut.). Distance to the east¬ 
ward ; easterly direction, [-ing1] 

eas'y (-z-), a., adv.,&n. 1. Free from pain, 
discomfort, annoyance, anxiety, etc.; 
~ circumstances, affluence; free from em¬ 
barrassment or stiffness, as ~ manners, 
free ~ (not stiff, not strict); not diffi¬ 
cult (to do, or abs.; ~ of access, easily got 
at); easily persuaded, compliant, (woman 
of~ virtue, unchaste); (Commerc., of com¬ 
modity) not much in demand, (of market) 
not showing eager demand, (cf. tight). 
2. adv. In ~ manner, as take it ~, 
proceed comfortably; (as command) ~ I, 
move gently, ~ all l, stop (prop, rowing), 
whence an ~, a short rest; II stand ~t 
(Mil.), permission to squad standing at 
ease to relax attitude further. 3. ~ chair, 
one designed for comfort, usu. with arms; 
—going, (of horse) having an ~ gait, (of 
person) fond of comfort, indolent, taking 
things easily ;~mark (colloq.), simpleton; 
— money (not hard to earn). Hence 
eas'iLY2 adv., eas'iNESS n., (-z-). [ME, f. 
OF aisie p.p. of aisier ease2] 

eat, v.t. & i. (past ate, eat, pron. £t; p.p. 
eaten, pron. etn). Masticate & swallow 
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(solid food); swallow (soup); ~ one’s 
words, retract them in humiliating man¬ 
ner ; || ~ one’s terms or dinners, be study¬ 
ing for the bar; ~ humble pie; ~ (person) 
out of house efr home, ruin him by ~ing 
(lit. & fig.) all ho has; horse etc. ~s its 
head off, costs more to feed than it is 
worth ; well, don’t — met, joc. reply to 
vehement protest etc.; (intr. as pass.) the 
cakes ~ crisp; destroy, consume, as ~ 
one’s heart out, suffer bitterly; ~ away, 
destroy gradually (lit. & fig.); ~ up, con¬ 
sume completely, waste, (lit. & fig.), 
absorb, as ~en up with pride. Hence 
eat'ABLE a. & n. (usu. pi.), ~'er1 n., one 
who or that which ~s (he is a big ~er, an 
opium-~er), fruit that may be ~en raw. 
[OE, OS eton.OHG em$an, ON eta, Goth. 
itan f. Gmc "etan f. Aryan *ed- (L edere)] 

eat'Ing, n. In vbl senses; ~-house, restau¬ 
rant. [-ING 1 ] 

•eats, n. pi. (si.). Food. [pi. of obs. eat, 
something edible (OE set), or fresh forma¬ 
tion f. vb ] 

eau (6), n. de-Cologne (od'ekolon'), per¬ 
fume made at Cologne; —de-Nil(-denel'), 
greenish colour (supposed to resemble 
Nile water); ~-de-vie (-devc'), brandy; 
~ sueree (see Ap.), water and sugar. [F, 
= water] 

eaves (evz), n. (now pi.). Overhanging 
edge of roof or thatch; ~'drop, stand 
under this to listen to secrets, listen 
secretly to private conversation; ~i 
dropper, one who does this (usu. fig.). 
[OE efes, cf. OHG obasa (G dial, obsen), f. 
same root as over ; -s being now taken as 

pi. eave is occas. used for sing.] 
ebb, n., & v.i. 1. Reflux of tide, as ~ & 
flow, ~-tide; decline, decay, as at a low 
2. v.i. Flow back, recede, decline, decay. 
[OE (ebbian vb f.) ebba (Du. eb, ebbe), 
f. WG *abhjon, -on f. *abh off] 

E'-boat, n. Enemy high-speed motor 
torpedo-boat. [E abbr. of enemy] 

eb'on, a. (poet.). Made of, black as, 
ebony. [15th c. eban f. med. L ebanus f. L 
f. Gk ebenos] 

eb'onite, n. = vulcanite, [f. foil. -F-ite1] 
eb'on | y, n. & a. 1. Kinds of hard black 
wood. 2. adj. Made of, black as, this. 
Hence ~ize(3) v.t. [16th c., irreg. var. of 
ebon, perh. after ivory] 

ebri'ety, n. (now rare). Drunkenness, [f. 
F tlbrieU or L ebrietas (as foil., see 
-TY)] 

eb'rious, a. (now rare). Drunk; given to, 
of, drunkenness, [f. L ebrius + -ous ] 

ebull'i|ent, a. Boiling; exuberant. So 
~ence, ~ency, nn. [f. L E(bullire -U- 
boil), -ENT] 

ebulli'tion, n. Boiling; effervescence; 
(fig.) sudden outburst (of passion, war, 
etc.), [f. L ebullitio (as prec., see -ion)] 

6carte (ak;frt'a), n. Card-game for two 
persons in which cards may be discarded 
for others. [F (icartcr discard)] 

Ec'ce Hom'd (eksl), n. Picture of Christ 
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wearing crown of thorns. [L, = behold 
the man (John xix. 5)] 

eccen'tric (-ks-), a. & n. 1. Not concentric 
(to another circle); not placed, not having 
its axis etc. placed, centrally; (of orbit) 
not circular; (of heavenly body) moving 
in an ~ orbit; irregular; odd, whimsical. 
2. n. (Mech.) ~ contrivance for changing 
rotatory into backwrard-&-forward mo¬ 
tion, esp. for slide-valve of steam-engine; 
odd, whimsical person. Hence eccen- 

triCALLY adv., eccentri'ciTY n. [f. LL 
eecentricus f. Gk ekkentros (ek out of + 
kentron centre1), see -ic] 

eccles'ia (-z-), n. (Gk Ant.). General 
assembly (esp. of Athenian citizens), cf. 
bottle. [L, f. Gk ekklesia (ekkaleo call out); 
in later Gk & LL = church ] 

eccles'iast (-z-), n. Member of Athenian 
ecclesia; ‘ the Preacher ’, Solomon (re¬ 
garded as author of Eccles.). [f. LL, Gk 
ekklesiastes (as prec.)] 

Ecclesias'tes (I-, -zl-, -z), n. An O.T. 
book, [as ECCLESIAST ] 

ecclesias'tic (-zl-), n. & a. Clergyman; 
(adj., now rare) = foil. [f. F -ique or LL f. 
Gk ekklesiastikos (as prec.)] 

fecclesias'tic|al (-zi-), a. Of the church 
or the clergy; \\E~al Commission(ers), 
body formerly administering part of 
Church of England revenues. Hence or 
cogn. ~alLY2 adv., ~ism n. [-AL] 

Ecclesias'ticus (!-, -zl-),n. A book of the 
Apocrypha, [as ecclesiastic, = of (i.e. to 

be read in) church] 
ecclesiol'ogly (-zi-), n. Science of 
churches, esp. of church building & 
decoration. Hence ecclesiolo'gic(AL) aa., 
~IST n., (-Z1-). [f. ECCLESIA +-0-+ -LOGY] 

ec'dysis, n. (pi. -ses). Casting off (esp. of 
slough in serpents etc.; also fig.); slough. 
[f. Gk ekdusis (ekduo put off) ] 

6'chelon (-sh-), n., & v.t. Formation of 
troops in parallel divisions, each with its 
front clear of that in advance; in ~, so 
drawn up; (v.t.) draw up thus; grade in 
civilian organization, [(vb f. n.) f. F 
Echelon (ichclle ladder f. L scala, see 
-00N) ] 

echid'na (-k-), n. Australian toothless 
burrowing animal like hedgehog, [f. Gk 
ekhidna viper] 

ech'inite (-k-), n. Fossil echinoderm or 
sea-urchin, [f. echinus +-ite1] 

echinoderm (Ikin', bk'in-), n. Class of 
animals including sea-urchins, [as foil. + 
DERM] 

echin'us (-k-), n. Sea-urchin, animal in¬ 
habiting spheroidal prickly shell, [f. L f. 
Gk ekhinos hedgehog, sea-urchin] 

Jich'o1 (-k-), n. (pi. ~es). Repetition of 
sound by reflexion of sound-waves (cheer 
person etc. to the ~, loudly); E~, cause 
of this personified; close imitation; ob¬ 
sequious imitator or adherent; artifice by 
which last syllables of one verse are taken 
up by next; conventional indication 
given to partner at bridge or whist of 

economic 

the number of cards held in suit led etc.; 
~pmm, record of ~-sounder (sounding 
apparatus for determining depth of sea 
beneath ship). Hence ~less a. [ME, f. 
L f. Gk ekho, conn. w. ekhe sound] 

ech'o2 (-k-), v.i. & t. (Of places) resound 
with an echo; (of sounds) be repeated, re¬ 
sound; (Bridge etc.) play the echo (see 
prec.); (v.t.) repeat (sound) by echo; 
repeat (another’s words), imitate the 
words or opinions of (person), [f. prec.] 

ech'olism (-k-), n. = onomatopoeia. So 

~ic a. [-ism ] 
ec'lair (ak'lar), n. Small finger-shaped 
cake filled with cream and iced. [F] 

eclaircissement (see Ap.), n. Clearing 
up, explanation, (of conduct etc.). [F] 

eclamp'sia, n. Kind of epileptic con¬ 
vulsions caused by anatomical lesion to 
which pregnant women are specially 
liable, [ult. f. Gk eklampo shine forth 
(visual hallucination being a symptom)] 

eclat (eklah'), n. Conspicuous success, 
general applause, as with great ~ ; social 
distinction. [F] 

eclec'tlic, a. & n. (Ancient philosopher) 
selecting such doctrines as pleased him in 
every school; (person) borrowing freely 
from various sources, not exclusive in 
opinion, taste, etc. Hence ~ically adv., 
~iciSM(3) n. [f. Gk eklektilcos (elclego pick 
out, see -ic)] 

Eclipse'1, n. Interception of the light of 
a luminous body (sun, moon, etc.), by 
intervention of another body betw'een 
it & the eye or between the luminous 
body and what illuminates it; annular, 

partial, total, ~; deprivation of light; 
loss of brilliance or splendour (in ~, of 
birds, having lost the courting plumage); 
periodical obscuration of lighthouse 
light. [ME, f. OF f. L f. Gk ekleipsis vbl 
n. f. ekleipo fail to appear, be eclipsed 
(leipo leave)] 

eclipse'2, v.t. (Of a heavenly body) 
obscure (another) by passing between it 
& spectator or between it and the source 
of its light; intercept (light, esp. of light¬ 
house); (fig.) deprive of lustre, outshine, 
surpass, [f. prec.] 

6cllp'tic, a. & n. Of eclipse; (n.) sun’s 
apparent orbit, [f. L f. Gk ekleiplikos 
(ECLIPSE1, -ic)] 

ec'logue (-g), n. Short poem, esp. pas¬ 
toral dialogue, such as Virgil’s Bucolics, 
[f. L f. Gk ekloge selection (eklego pick 
out)] 

ecol'ogy, oec- (e-), n. Branch of biology 
dealing with living organisms’ habits, 
modes of life, and relations to their sur¬ 
roundings. [f. G ijkologie f. Gk oilcos 
house, -LOGY] 

econom'ic, a. & n. 1. Of ~s; maintained 
for profit, on a business footing, paying 
expenses, (of rent) high enough to com¬ 
pensate builder, owner, etc.; connected 
with industrial arts; ~ botany, geography, 
etc., botany etc. studied from the 
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utilitarian standpoint. 2. n. pi. Practical 
science of the production & distribution 
of wealth, (also) condition of a country 
as to material prosperity, [f. F -ique or 

_L f. Gk oikonomAkos (see economy & -ic) ] 
econom'xcal, a. Saving, thrifty, not 
wasteful (of); relating to economics or 
to political economy. [-AL] 

econom'ically, adv. Thriftily; from an 
economic point of view. [-LY2] 

econ'omist, n. Manager (of money etc.); 
thrifty person; writer on economics or 
political economy, [as economy + -ist] 

econ'omiz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. & i. Use 
sparingly; turn to the best account; (v.i.) 
practise economy, cut down expenses. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [as foil. + -ize ] 

econ'omy, n. 1. Administration of con¬ 
cerns & resources of a community; 
Political E~, theory of production & dis¬ 
tribution of wealth. 2. Frugality; (w. 
pi.) instance of this. 3. (theol.). Judicious 
handling of doctrine, whence (with play 
on sense frugality) ~ of truth. 4. Organiza¬ 
tion; organized body, society, etc. [f. F 
iconomie or L f. Gk oikonomia f. oikonomos 
steward (oikos house + -nomos f. nemo 
manage) ] 

ecru' (-ob, or as F icru), n. Colour of un¬ 
bleached linen. [F, = unbleached] 

ec'stasize, -ise (-iz), v.t. & i. Throw, go, 
into ecstasies, [f. foil. + -ize ] 

ec'stasy, n. Exalted state of feeling, rap¬ 
ture, (esp. of delight); (Med.) morbid 
state of nerves in which mind is occupied 
solely by one idea; trance; poetic frenzy. 
[ME, f. OF exlasie f. LL f. Gk ekstasis 
vbl n. f. existemi put (person) out of (his 
senses) ] 

ecstat'lic, a. Of, subject to, producing, 
ecstasies (esp. of joy). Hence ~icat.ly 

adv. [f. F extatique f. Gk ekstatikos (as 
pree., see -IC)] 

ec'to- in comb., f. st. of Gk ektos outside, 
as, ~blast, (Biol.) outer membrane of cell; 
r~r>lasm, (Biol.) outer layer of protoplasm, 
supposed viscous substance exuding from 
body of spiritualistic medium during 
trance; ~socm, external parasite, 

ec'todfrtm, n. (biol.). Outer cellular mem¬ 
brane investing a multicellular animal. 
[ECTO-, DERM] 

-ectomy, suf. f. Gk ektome excision, in 
surgical terms denoting operations in 
which some part is removed, as colectomy, 
excision of part of the colon, 

ecumenical. See oecumenical. 
ec'zema, n. Inflammation of the skin, of 
several kinds, [f. Gk ekzcma (ek out + 
zed boil, see -M)] 

—ed1, (1) suf. forming p.p. of weak vbs (also 
-d, -t, as in sold, bought); -ed (now reduced 
in sound to -d or -t except in -dcd, -ted, in 
some bibl. wds, as blessed, & in learned) 
was in OE -ed, -ad, -od, acc. to vb class, 
-d alone being the participial element, f. 
Gmc -*dha- f. Aryan *-to- (cf. Gk vbl adj. 
-los, L p.p. -tus); -t is used in vbs that 

edge 

shorten in p.p. a long vowel of stem, as 
crept, dreamt (dreamed if pronounced with 
e), and in some ending in -d after l, n, r, 
as gilt, sent, girt. (2) p.pp. in -ed (and -en) 
are used (rarely f. intr., commonly from 
trans. vbs) as adjj., meaning when intr. 
‘that has done so-&-so ’ (vanished hand, 
fallen idol, escaped convict); a special use, 
w. resultant force, is seen in outspoken, 
well-read; occas. it is doubtful whether 
adjj. in -ed are trans. (or intr.) p.pp. or 
belong to foil.: decayed may be that has 
been decayed, that has decayed, or that is 
affected with decay; reference to -ed1(2) is 
made only for the rare intr. p.p. adjj. 

-ed2 (as prec.), suf., distinct f. prec. in OE 
-ede, OS -odi, f. Gmc type -*odhja- 
(functioning as L -tus in caudatus), 
appended to nn. to form adjj. meaning 
possessed of, affected with, etc., as 
talented, wooded, diseased; esp. used to 
make adj. out of adj. & n., usu. stressed 
(apart from demands of context) in 
attrib. use on first component (a quick 
-wilted lad, met'al-comcred chest), in pred. 
use on second (he seems quick-witl'ed 
enough) exc. where this is more or less 
otiose (ru’by, coffee, etc., -coloured attrib. 
& pred.); occas. = ‘ having the ways of ’ 
instead of simply ‘ having ’, as bigoted, 
crabbed, dogged; occas. indisting, f. prec. (2). 

eda'cious (-stras), a. (pedant.). Of eating; 
greedy. So edA'ciTY n. [f. L edax -acis 
(edere eat, see -acious)] 

Ed'am (e-), n. Spherical Dutch cheese. 
[~, in Holland] 

Edd'a (S-), n. (Older, Poetic, ~) collection 
of ancient Icelandic poems; (Younger, 
Prose, ~) miscellaneous handbook (c. 
1230) to Icelandic poetry, [perh. f. a 
name in an ON poem] 

edd'ly, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Small whirlpool; 
wind, fog, smoke, moving like this. 2. 
v.t.&i. Whirl round in ~ies. [orig. obsc.] 

edelweiss (ad'elvis), n. Alpine plant with 
white flower, growing in rocky places, 
[f. G edel noble + weiss white] 

Ed'en (e-), n. Abode of Adam & Eve at 
their creation; delightful abode; state 
of supreme happiness. [ME, f. LL f. Gk f. 
Heb. 'eden orig. = delight] 

eden'tate, a. & n. (Animal) without in¬ 
cisor & canine teeth; toothless (animal), 
[f. L E(dentalus f. dens -ntis tooth, see 
-ATE2)] 

edge1, n. Sharpened side of blade of 
cutting instrument or weapon; sharp¬ 
ness of this, as the knife has no ~; take 
the ~ off, blunt, weaken, dull, (appetite, 
argument, etc.); be on be excited or 
irritable; set (person’s) teeth on ~, jar his 
nerves, affect him with repulsion; — 
-shaped thing, esp. crest of a ridge; (fig.) 
critical position or moment; meeting-line 
of two surfaces of a solid; (Skating) do the 
inside, outside, skate on the inner, 
outer, ~ of skates; boundary-line of 
surface; brink (of precipice); have the ~ 



388 eerie edge 

on (si.), have the advantage of; ~-&one, see 
aitch-bone; -—tool, cutting-tool (in fig. 
sense also edged tool). Hence ~'less (-jl-) 
a. [OE ecg, OS eggia, OHG ekka, ON egg 
f. Gmc *agja cogn. w. L acies edge] 

edge2, v.t. & i. Sharpen (tool etc., also 
fig.);~on, =egg2 ora; furnish with border, 
form border to; insinuate, push, (thing, 
oneself) into, in, out, off, etc.; (v.i.) ad¬ 
vance obliquely, [f. prec. ] 

edge'ways, -wise, (-jwaz, -jwiz), adv. 
With edge uppermost or foremost; (fig.) 
get a word in ~ (in talkative person’s 
eilent interval); (of two things) edge to 
edge, [-ways, -wise] 

{idg'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp. border, 
fringe; ~-shears (for trimming edges of 
lawn). [-INO1 ] 

edg'y, a. Sharp-edged; (of painting) of 
too sharp outline; having one’s nerves on 
edge, irritable. [-Y2] 

ed'ible, a. & n. (Thing) fit to be eaten. 
Hence ediBlL'lTY n. [f. LL edibilis (edere 
eat, see -ble)] 

ed'ict, n. Order proclaimed by authority; 
E~ of Nantes, issued by Henry IY of 
France to grant toleration to Protes¬ 
tants, and revoked by Louis XIV. Hence 
edic'tAL a. [ME, f. L edictum f. 'Efdicere 
diet- say) proclaim] 

Sd'ifice, n. Building (esp. large one; also 
fig.). [ME, f. OF edifice f. L aedificium 
(aedis temple + -ficium f. facere make) ] 

ed'ify, v.t. Benefit spiritually; improve 
morally (often iron.). So ediFiCA'TiON n. 
[ME, f. OF edifier f. L aedifieare (as prec., 
see -fy)] 

ed'it, v.t. Prepare an edition of (another’s 
work); set in order for publication 
(material chiefly provided by others); 
garble, cook, (dispatches etc. in news¬ 
paper) ; act as editor of (paper etc.). [(1) f. 
F iditer f. L E(dere dit- = dare give) put 
out; (2) back formation f. editor] 

edi'tion, n. Form in which a literary 
work is published (library, cabinet, popu¬ 
lar, ~); whole number of copies of book, 
newspaper, etc., issued from same types 
& at same time (see also impression); 

(fig.) production of the same type, person 
etc. resembling another (a more charming 
~ of her sister), [f. F edition f. L editionem 
(as edit, see -ion)] 

Edition de luxe (see Ap.), n. Handsome 
edition. [F] 

edi'tto prTn'c&ps (-shio), n. First printed 
edition of a book. [L] 

ed'itor, n. One who prepares the work of 
others for publication; one who conducts 
a newspaper or periodical. Hence ~smi>, 
ed'itrESS1, nn. [L (as edit, see -or)] 

fiditdr'ial, a. & n. 1. Of an editor. 2. n. 

Newspaper article written by or under 
responsibility of the editor. Hence ~ly2 

adv. [-ial ] 
Sd'ucjate, v.t. Bring up (young persons); 
give intellectual & moral training to; 
provide schooling for; train (person. 

oneself, a faculty, to do); train (animals). 
Hence ~aiiii/lTY, ~atOR, nn., ~able, 

~ativE, aa. [f. L educare conn. w. educe, 

see -ate8] 
gduca'tion, n. Bringing up (of the 
young); systematic instruction; course 
of this, as classical, commercial, art, ~; 
development of character or mental 
powers; training (of animals). Hence 
~al a., ~(al)iST(3) nn., ~alLY2 adv., 
(-shon-). [f. F, or L cducalio (as prec., see 
-ATION) ] 

educe', v.t. Bring out, develop, from 
latent or potential existence; (Chem.) 
disengage (substance) from a compound; 
infer (number, principle, from data). 
Hence edu'ciBLE a. [f. L e{ducere duct- 
lead)] 

ed'uct, n. (chem.). Body disengaged from 
another in which it previously existed; 
inference, [as prec. ] 

educ'tion, n. Educing; (in steam-engine) 
<■—pipe, -valve, etc., exhaust 1-pipe etc. 
[f. L eductio (as prec., see -ion)] 

edul'cor|ate, v.t. Free from acid proper¬ 
ties or from soluble particles, purify. 
Hence '~a,tion n. [f. med. L edulcorare, 
f. LL dulcorare (dulcor sweetness f. dul- 
cis), see -ate3] 

Edward'ian (Sdw<5i-d-), a. & n. 1. Of 
the time of any of the Edwards, Kings of 
England; (esp.) characteristic of Edward 
VII’s reign (1901-10). 2. n. Person belong¬ 
ing to this period, [-ian] 

-ee, suf. forming nn. expr. the person 
affected by the vbl action, corresp. to 
agent nn. in -or, prop, in legal terms on 
anal, of AF, as appellor, appellee, but 
extended to the indirect obj., as lessee, 
vendee-, now also in non-techn. wds, & 
without corresp. -or, as employee, payee-, 
& without consciousness of its meaning, 
as bargee, absentee-, a few wds are adop¬ 
tions f. mod. F -A, -ii, as debauchee, refugee. 
In committee (orig. a person), accent has 
changed with meaning. Epopee is not an 
instance; in coatee, -ee perh. = -y3; in 
settee, goatee, -ee is unexplained. [AF -6 of 
p.p. f. L -atus] 

eel, n. A snake-like fish; (fig.) slippery 
creature; (pop.) minute animal found in 
vinegar & in sour paste; || —buck 4; ■— 
-spear (for transfixing ~s). Hence ~'y2 

a. [OE eel, OS, OHG dl, ON dU f. Gmc 
*£laz of unkn. orig.] 

e’en. See even1-3. 

-eer, Anglicized form of F suf. -ier f. L 
-arius -ary1, expr. person concerned 
with; F -ier is retained in the less familiar 
wds (muleteer but bombardier); -eer is 
freely used for new nn., as auctioneer, 
mountaineer, often derog., as sonneteer. 
Vbs are also formed (electioneer) by back 
formation on auctioneering etc. See -ier. 

e’er. See ever. 

eer'|ie, -r|y, a. Superstitiously timid; 
strange, weird. Hence~iLY2 adv.,~iNESs 

n. [ME eri, of unkn. orig.] 
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ef-, pref. = ex-(1) before /. 
efface', v.t. Rub out; (flg.) obliterate, 
wipe out; utterly surpass, eclipse; treat, 
regard, oneself as unimportant. Hence 
~able a., ~ment (-sm-) n. [f. F effacer f. 
ef- ef- -{-face face] 

effect'1, n. Result, consequence (cause 
and ~, causation); efficacy, as of no ~; 
combination of colour or form in picture 
etc., as a pretty ~; (pi.) property, as 
personal ~s, no ~s (written by banker 
on dishonoured cheque); give ~ to, lake 
~, make, become, operative; impression 
produced on spectator, hearer, etc., as 
calculated for ~; bring to, carry into, ~, 
accomplish ; in ~, for practical purposes. 
Hence ~i,ess a. [ME, f. OF, or L effectus 
-iis f. ef(ficere feet- = facere make) ] 

effect'2, v.t. Bring about, accomplish; 
~ (take out) a policy (of insurance), [f. 
prec. ] 

effec'tlve, a. & n. 1. Having an effect; ~ 
range (of weapon), range within which 
it is ~; powerful in effect; striking; (of 
soldiers, sailors, etc.) fit for service; 
actual, existing. 2. n. ~ soldier, ~ part of 
army. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness 

(-to-) n. [f. OF (-if, -ive) or L effectivus (as 
effect1, see -ive)] 

effec'tual, a. Answering its purpose; 
valid. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, 
f. OF effectueli. med. L -alis (effect1, -al)] 

6ffec'tu|ate, v.t. Bring to pass, accom¬ 
plish. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. med. L 
effectuare (as effect1)] 

effem'in|ate, a. Womanish, unmanly. 
Hence ~acy n., ~atetY2 (-tl-) adv. [ME, 
f. L ef(feminare f. femina woman), see 
-ate2] 

effen'di, n. Turkish title of respect 
applied to government officials & mem¬ 
bers of learned professions, [f. Turk. 
efendi lord, corrupt, of Gk authentes (see 
authentic)] 

eff'erent, a. (physiol.). Conveying out¬ 
wards, discharging, [f. L ef(ferre carry), 
see -ent] 

efferves[ce', v.i. Give off bubbles of gas, 
bubble, (often fig. of persons); (of gas) 
issue in bubbles. Hence ~'cence, 
~'cency, nn., ~'cent a. [f. L ef(fervescere 
incept, of fervere be hot)] 

effete', a. Exhausted, worn out; feeble, 
incapable. Hence ~ness (-tn-) n. [f. L 
:EVfetus worn out by breeding (fetus) ] 

effica'cious (-shus), a. (Of thing) produc¬ 
ing, sure to produce, desired effect. 
Hence or cogn. '--ly2 adv., ~NESS, eff'ic- 

acy, nn. [f. L efficax (as foil., -acious)] 

efficient (-shent), a. Productive of effect; 
(of persons) competent, capable; ~ 
cause *, that which makes a thing what it 
is. Hence or cogn. 6ffi'ciENCY’ n. (also, 
Mech.) the ratio of useful work performed 
to the total energy expended, ~ly2 adv., 
(-shen-). [ME, f. L efficient-, as effect1, 

see -ENT] 

Sff'igy, n. Portrait, image; hang, burn, 

Egeria 
(person) in ~, hang, burn, his image, [f. 
L effigies (EYflngere fashion) ] 

efflores|ce', v.t. Burst out into flower 
(lit. & fig.); (Chom., of crystalline sub¬ 
stance) turn to fine powder on exposure 
to air, (of salts) come to the surface & 
there crystallize, (of ground or wall) 
become covered with saline particles. So 
'-~'cence n., ~'cent a. [f. L ef(Jlorescere 
FLOURISH) ] 

Sff'luence ( ldb-), n. Flowing out (of light, 
electricity, etc., or fig.); what flows out. 
[foil., -ENCE] 

eff'luent ( ldb-), a. & n. 1. Flowing forth. 
2. n. Stream flowing from larger stream, 
lake, sewage tank, etc. [f. L ef(fluere 
flux- flow), see -ent] 

effluv'ium (-loo-), n. (pi. -ia). Exhalation 
affecting lungs or sense of smell; (sup¬ 
posed) stream of minute particles emitted 
by magnet etc. [L, as prec.] 

eff'lux, n. Flowing out (of liquid, air, gas; 
also fig.); that w’bich flow’s out. Hence 
efflu'xiON (-kshon) n. [f. L effluxus -us 
(as prec.)] 

eff'ort, n. Strenuous exertion; (of oratory 
etc.) display of power; (colloq.) something 
accomplished involving concentration or 
special activity (that’s a pretty good ~). 
[F, f. efforcer f. Rom. *E\(fortiare f. fortis 
strong) ] 

eff'ortless, a. Making no effort, passive; 
(of skill etc.) without effort, easy, [-less] 

effron'tery (-tint-), n. Shameless au¬ 
dacity. [f. F -erie f. effronti f. Rom. 
*exfrontaius f. LL ef(frons -nlis forehead) 
shameless; see -ate2, -ery] 

efful'glent, a. Radiant. Hence~ENCE n., 
~entLY2 adv. [f. L ef(fulgere shine), see 
-ENT] 

effuse'1 (-s), a. (Bot., of inflorescence) 
spreading loosely; (Conch.) with lips 
separated by groove, [as foil.] 

effuse'2 (-z), v.t. Pour forth (liquid, air, 
light, smell; also fig.). [ME, f. L E¥(fun- 
dere fus- pour) ] 

effu'sion ( zhn), n. Pouring forth (lit. & 
fig.); unrestrained utterance (often con¬ 
tempt., of literary work). [ME, f. OF, or 
f. L effusio (as prec., see -ION)] 

effus'ive, a. (Of speech or emotions) 
exuberant, demonstrative; (Geol., of an 
igneous rock) poured out when molten 
and later solidified. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) 
adv.,~NESS (-vn-) n. [as effuse2, see -ive] 

eft, n. New't. [OE efeta newt, of unkn. 
orig.]_ 

|| eftsoon(s)', adv. (arch.). Soon after- 
wrards. [OE eftsona (see aft & soon); -s 
= -ES] 

egad'.int. ByGod. [prob.orig.oah-H?od] 
egalitar'ian, a. & n. 1. Of, relating to, 
holding, the principle of the equality of 
mankind. 2. n. ~ person. Hence ~ism n. 

[f. F /galitaire f. cgal equal] 
Eger'ia (ij -), n. A person's tutelary 
divinity, [name of a prophetic nymph of 
Roman legend, Numa’s instructress] 



egg 390 eject 

egg1, n. Spheroidal body produced by 
female of birds etc. esp. of domestic 
fowl, containing germ of a new indi¬ 
vidual; addle, wind1, ~; bad ~, person, 
scheme, that comes to no good; good ~ 
(si.), excellent person or thing (also as 
commendatory exclamation); as sure as 
~s is ~s, undoubtedly; teach your grand¬ 
mother to suck ~s, offer advice to persons 
more experienced than yourself; have all 
your ~s in one basket, risk all on a single 
venture;~ & anchor, dart, tongue, (Archit.) 
kinds of moulding; ~-&-spoon race (in 
which runners carry ~ in spoon); ~ 
cleavage (Biol.), process of cleavage in 
fertilized ~-shell; ~-cup (for holding ~ 
boiled in shell); ~-dance, dance blindfold 
among ~s, (fig.) intricate task; ~-flip, 
-nog, hot beer, cider, wine, etc., with ~s 
stirred in; *~-head (si.), intellectual; ~- 
-plant, (fruit of), white-fruited Solatium 
esculentum; ~-shell, shell of ~, fragile 
thing (~-sfteZZ china, very thin kind); ~- 
-slice, utensil for taking omelette from 
pan; ~-spoon, small spoon for eating 
boiled ~s; ~-looth, protuberance on bill- 
-sheath of embryo bird for cracking shell; 
~-whisk, utensil for beating ~s. [ME ey 
f. OE seg (= OS, OHG ei) superseded by 
ME eg f. ON egg] 

egg2, v.t. Urge (person) on (to an act, to 
do), [f. ON eggja = edge v.] 

egg'er, n. Kind of large moth common in 
Great Britain (also '—-moth, oak -'-moth). 
[prob. f. egg 1 + -er (owing to egg-like 
appearance of cocoon)] 

Sg'lantine, n. Sweetbriar. [ME, f. OF 
eglantine f. OF aiglent prob. f. L acus 
needle, see -lentI 

eg'5, n. (metaphys.). The conscious 
thinking subject, opp. to the non-ego or 
object. [L, = I] 

figocen'tric, a. Centred in the ego; 
(loosely) self-centred, egoistic, [ego + 
centric (centre 1 + -ic), after geocentric etc. ] 

eg'o|ism, n. (Ethics) theory that treats 
self-interest as foundation of morality ; 
systematic selfishness; self-opinionated¬ 
ness; = foil. Hence ~IST n., ~is'tic(AL) 
aa., ~is'ticalLY2 adv. [f. F igoisme (as 
ego, see -ism)] 

eg'otlism, n. Too frequent use of ‘ I ’ & 
‘ me ’; practice of talking about oneself; 
self-conceit; selfishness. Hence ~ist n., 
~is'tic(AL) aa., ~is'ticalLY2 adv., ~ize 
v.i. [f. ego +-ism; -t- perh. on F idiotisme 
etc.] 

egre'gious (-j«s), a. (Arch.) surpassing, 
(mod.) shocking, as ~ folly, blunder, ass. 
Hence~LY2 adv.,~NESS n. [f. L l&(gregius 
f. grex gregis flock) lit. towering above the 
flock] 

eg'ress, n. (Right of) going out; (Astron.) 
end of eclipse or transit; way out (lit. 
& fig.), [f. L egressus -us f. L E(grcdi 
gress- = gradi step)] 

6gre'ssion (-shn), n. Going out or forth. 
If. L egressio (as prec., see -ion)] 

eg'ret (eg- or 6g-), n. Lesser white heron; 
feathery down on seeds of dandelion, 
thistle, etc. [ME; var. of aigrette ] 

Egyp'tian (Ijlp'shn), a. & n. (Native) of 
Egypt; ||~ printing-type (thick-stemmed); 
= gipsy (obs.). [-IAN] 

Egypto|l'ogy (e-), n. Study of Egyptian 
antiquities. So~L'OGlSTn. [-0-, -logy] 

eh (e), int. expr. inquii-y or surprise, or 
inviting assent. [ME ey] 

eid'er (i-), n. A northern species of duck; 
~ (-down), small soft feathers from breast 
of this (—down, also, quilt stuffed with 
~-down). [ult. f. Icel. a:dr] 

eid'ograph (i-; -ahf), n. Instrument for 
enlarging or reducing drawings, [f. Gk 
eidos form + grapho write] 

eidSl'on (I-), n. (pi. -ons, -a). Spectre, 
phantom, cf. idol. [Gk, see idol] 

eight (at), a. & n. One more than seven 
(8, viii); (Skat.) figure of two adjacent 
circles; crew of ~ in rowing-boat; || the 
E—s, boat-races at Oxford & Cambridge 
between such crews; II have one over the 
~ (si.), get rather drunk. Hence eigh'ru2 
(atth) a. & n., ~h'LY2 (atth-) adv. [OE 
eahta OS, OHG ahto, ON dlta, Goth. 
ahtau f. Gmc *ahlo- cogn. w. L, Gk 
oktd] 

eighteen' (at-), a. & n. One more than 
seventeen (18, xviii); ~mo, = octodecimo. 

Hence ~th2 a. & n. [OE e(a)htalyne, 
-tene (as prec., see -teen)] 

eight'some (at-), n. & a. ~ (reel), lively 
Scottish reel for eight dancers, [-some] 

eight'y (at-), a. & n. Eight times ten (80, 
lxxx). Henceeight'iETH(at-)a.&n. [OE 
eahtatig (as eight + -tig -ty2)] 

eiren'icon (ii--), n. Proposal tending to 
make peace. [Gk, neut. adj. (eirene peace, 
see -ic)] 

eisteddfod (astSdh'vod), n. (pi. ~ou). 
Congress of Welsh bards; local gathering 
for musical competitions etc. [W, lit. = 
session f. eistedd sit] 

eis wool (is), n. (Also ice wool) very fine 
glossy worsted wool of two-thread thick¬ 
ness. [Gets ice] 

ei'ther (idh-, e-), adj., pron., & adv. 
(conj.). 1. Each of two, as at ~ end was 
a lamp, ~ view is tenable, ~ is tenable; one 
or other of two, as put the lamp at ~ end, 
there is no lamp at ~ end, ~ of you can go. 
2. adv. or conj. On one or other supposi¬ 
tion, which way you will, as he is ~ 
drunk or mad, ~ come in or go out, (w. neg. 
or interrog.) any more than the other, as 
if you do not go, 1 shall not ~. [OE 
eeghweether, OHG eogihwedar f. WG *aiwo 
gihicatharaz ever each of two; cf. aye, 
EACH, WHETHER] 

ejac'ul|ate, v.t. Utter suddenly (words or 
abs.); eject (fluids etc.) from the body. 
Hence~a'tion n., ~atORY a. [f. LE(jacu- 
lari f. jaculum javelin) dart] 

eject'1, v.t. Expel (from place, office, 
property), dispossess (tenant) by legal 
process; dart forth, emit. Hence or 
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cogn. ejec tiON, ~ment, ejec tOR, nn. 

_[f. L I.(jicdrc ject- = jaccre throw)] 
ej'ect2, n. Something inferred, not an 
actual nor a conceivable object of our 
own consciousness, [f. L ejectum neut. 
p.p. of ejicere (see prec.)] 

ejec'tive, a. Tending to eject; pertaining 
to an eject. Hence~ly2(-vl-) adv. [-ive] 

eke1, v.t. ~ out: supplement (defective 
means etc. with); (improp.) contrive to 
make (livelihood) or support (existence). 
I OK *eacan, OS okian, OHG ouhhon, ON 
uuka, Goth, aukan f. Gmc *aukan cogn. 
w. L augcre] 

eke3, adv. (arch.). Also. [OE eac, OS ok, 
OHG ouh, ON, Goth, auk; of disputed 
orig., perh. cogn. w. prec.] 

ekk'a, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Small one-horse 
Indian vehicle; similar cart drawn by 
bullock. [Hind.] 

-el. See -le(i) & (2). 
clab'orate1, a. Carefully or minutely 
worked out; highly finished. Hence 
~l.Y2 (-tl-) adv., ~ness (-tn-) n. [f. L 
E(laborare f. labor work), see -ate2] 

elab'orlate2, v.t. Produce by labour; 
work out (invention, theory, etc.) in 
detail; (of natural agencies) produce (sub¬ 
stance etc.) from its elements or sources. 
Hence or cogn. —-a'tion n., ~atr\E a. 
[as prec., -ate3] 

claeo-, comb, form of Gk elaion oil, as 
r~meter, instrument for determining purity 
of oils. 

elan (see Ap.), n. Vivacity; impetuous 
rush. [F] 

el'and, n. S.-African antelope of heavy 
build. [Du., = elk] 

elapse', v.i. (Of time) pass away. [f. L 
E(lata laps- glide)] 

elas'tic (or -lah-), a. & n. 1. Spontane¬ 
ously resuming its normal bulk or shape 
after contraction, dilatation, or distortion 
(of solids, liquids, & gases); springy; (of 
feelings or persons) buoyant; flexible, 
adaptable, as ~ conscience; ~-side boots or 
~-sides, 19th-c. boots with-— web at sides 
instead of buttons or laces. 2. n. ~ cord 
or string, usu. woven with india-rubber. 
Hence elas'tiCAiLY adv., glasti'ciTY n. 
[f. Gk elastikos impulsive (claund drive)] 

elate', v.t., & a. 1. Inspirit, stimulate, 
(esp. in p.p.); make proud. 2. adj. (arch.). 
In high spirits, exultant, proud. So 
ela'tlON n. [ME, f. L efferre Mai- raise] 

el'bow1 (-6), n. Outer part of joint be¬ 
tween fore & upper arm; --—shaped bend 
or corner; at one’s close at hand; lift 
one’s ~, drink too much; up to the ~s, 
busily engaged in; out at ~s, (of coat) 
worn-out, (of person) poor; ~-grease, 
vigorous polishing, hard work; ~-room, 
plenty of room. [OE elnboga, OHG elin- 
bogo, ON glnbogi f. Gmc *alino-bogan 
(see ell & BOW1)] 

el'bow2 (-6), v.t. & i. Thrust, jostle, (per¬ 
son, oneself, into, in, etc.; also intr.). [f. 
prec. ] 

el chee (-1), n. Ambassador, [f. Turk. 
ilchi representative of a tribe (il) ] 

II eld, n. (arch., poet., dial.). Old age; the 
olden time. [OE eldo, OS eldi, OHG elti, 
ON elli f. Gmc *althi f. *allhaz old] 

el'derl, a. & n. 1. (The) senior (of relations, 
or of two indicated persons), as his ~ 
brother, which is the (Cards) ~ hand, 
first player; || ~ brother of Trinity House, 
each of thirteen senior members of this 
corporation who sit as Nautical Assessors 
in navigation cases (usu. pi., ~ brethren); 
7i’~ statesman. 2. n. (PI.) persons of 
greater ago, as respect your ~s; person 
advanced in life; member of a senate; 
official in early Christian Church ( = Gk 
prcsbuleros). Sc in some Protestant (esp. 
Presbyterian) churches, whence ~suip n. 
[OE eldra, comp, of old, see -er3] 

el'der2, n. Low white-flowered tree; 
~(-berry) wine (made from fruit of this). 
[OE elleern, MLG ellern, elderne] 

el'derly, a. Getting old. [elder1+ -LY1] 
el'dest, a. First-born or oldest surviving 
(member of family, son, daughter, etc.). 
[OE eldest superl. of old, see -est] 

El Dorad'o (Cldorabd'o), n. (pi. ~s). 
Fictitious country or city abounding in 
gold. [Sp., = the gilded] 

el'dritch, a. (Sc.). Weird, hideous, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

Eleat'ic (C1-), a. & n. 1. Relating to Elea, 
an ancient Greek city in S. W. Italy, or the 
school of philosophers who were born or 
lived there about the 6th c. B.C., esp. 
Zcnophanes, Parmenides, & Zeno. 2. n. 
An ~ philosopher, [f. L Elealicus f. Elea] 

elecampane', n. Plant with bitter 
aromatic leaves & root; sweetmeat 
flavoured with this, [corrupt, of med. L 
enula (for L inula) campana (prob. = of 
the fields)] 

elect'1, a. Chosen; select, choice; (Theol.) 
chosen by God, as the ~; chosen to 
office etc., as bride ~. [ME, f. L E(ligere 
lect-= legerc pick)] 

elect'2, v.t. Choose (thing, to do); choose 
(person) by vote, as ~ a magistrate, ~ 
him to the magistracy, ~ him (to be) 
magistrate; (Theol., of God) choose 
(persons) in preference to others for 
salvation, [as prec.] 

elec'tion, n. Choosing, esp. by vote; 
general ~ (of representatives, esp. mem¬ 
bers of House of Commons, throughout 
the country), I! by— (of M.P. to fill 
vacancy); (Theol.) see prec. [ME, f. OF f. 
L electioncm (a3 prec., see -ion)] 

electioneer' (-shon-), v.i., & n. Busy 
oneself in political elections; (n.) one who 
~8. [prec. +-eer] 

elec'tive, a. (Of official, office, authority) 
appointed by, filled up by, derived from, 
election; having power to elect; (Chem.) 
~ affinity, tendency to combine with 
some substances rather than others. 
Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv. [f. F ilectif -ive 
f. LL electivus (as elect1, -ive)] 
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6!ec'tor, n. One who has right of election 
(esp. of M.P.); (hist.) German Prince 
entitled to share in election of Emperor, 
Hence ~al a., ~ship n. [ME; L (as 
ELECT1, -OR)] 

electorate, n. Dignity, dominions, of 
German Elector; body of electors, [-ate 1 ] 

tlec'tress, n. Female elector; wife of 
German Elector, [as prec. +-ESS1] 

Electric, a. & n. 1. Of, charged with, 
capable of developing, electricity; ~ 
blanket (heated by ~ current); ~ blue, 
steely blue; ~ chair (used in an electrocu¬ 
tion) ; ~ eel, one able to give ~ shock; 
~ light (produced by electricity); ~ shock, 
effect of sudden discharge of electricity; 
~ storm, violent disturbance of the earth’s 
electrical condition; ~ torch, portable ~ 
lamp operated by a dry battery in its 
holder. 2. n. Substance in which ~ 
force can be excited by friction. Hence 
elec'triCALLY adv., electri'ciAN (-shn) n. 
[f. mod. L electricus f. L f. Gk elektron 
amber, see -ic] 

elec'trical, a. Relating to electricity (rare 
in other senses of prec.). [-al] 

electri'city, n. 1. (Prop, static~) abnormal 
condition of the atoms or molecules of a 
body usu. due to an excess or deficiency 
of electrons; various kinds were formerly 
distinguished by the methods of produc¬ 
tion, as frictional ~ (by friction), galvanic 
~ (by chemical action), thermal ~ (by 
heat), magnetic ~ (by magnetism), or by 
the substances in which they were pro¬ 
duced, as vitreous ~ (in glass), resinous ~ 
(in resin); but only two kinds are now 
recognized in ordinary use, 'positive ~, a 
deficiency of electrons, and negative ~, 
an excess of electrons. 2. Movement of 
electrons or electrons moving along a 
conductor. 3. Science of static ~ or of 
electric currents, [-ity] 

electrifica'tion, n. Electrifying; con¬ 
version of steam railway into electric, [as 
foil., see -fication] 

eiec'trify, v.t. Charge (body) with electri¬ 
city; subject (person etc.) to electric 
shock; convert (railways, transport, 
manufactures, etc.) to electric working; 
(fig.) startle, excite. [f. electric + 
-FY] 

elec'triz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. ■= prec. Hence 
~a'tion n. [as prec. +-ize] 

elec'tro, n., & v.t., (colloq.). = electro- 
plate, type. [abbr. ] 

elec'tro-, comb, form of Gk elektron, taken 
as meaning ‘ electricity ’. Of, pertaining 
to, caused by, electricity, as: ~bix>l’ogy, 
science of the electrical phenomena of 
living beings ; ~card'iogram, record of the 
sequence of electrical waves generated at 
each heartbeat, used in diagnosis of heart 
disorders, recorded by an ~card'iograph; 
~chem'istry, electricity as applied to 
chemistry; ~dynam'ics, dynamics of 
electricity; ~kin£t'ics, science of elec¬ 
tricity in motion; ~logy (-hi-), electric 

eleemosynary 

science; ~lysis (-0P), chemical decom¬ 
position by electric action, science of this, 
(Surg.) breaking up of tumours or calculi 
by electric agency; ~lyse (-z), decompose 
thus; ~lyte, any liquid or solution 
chemically changed by passage of electric 
current, any substance forming such a 
solution with water or another liquid; 
~magnil'ic, having both electrical and 
magnetic character or effects (applied 
esp. to waves or radiations which travel 
with the same velocity as light); ~mdg'- 
netism production of magnetism by 
electric current; ~meter (-bm-), instru¬ 
ment measuring electricity; —mo’turn, 
motion of electric current, mechanical 
motion produced by electricity; ~mot'ive, 
producing, tending to produce, an electric 
current; —mot'or, machine for using 
electricity as motive power; ~n£g'ative, 

los'itive, of negative, positive, electri¬ 
city; ~pathy (-bp-), electrical treatment 
of disease; ~phore, ~phorus (-61-), instru¬ 
ment for generating statical electricity by 
induction; ~pldle, (v.t.) coat with silver 
by ~lysis, (n.) ware thus produced; 
~scope, instrument indicating presence or 
quality of electricity; ~st&t'ics, science of 
statical electricity; ~tM'rapy, cure of 
diseases by electrical treatment (hence 
~th&'rapist)-, ~therm'al, relating to heat 
electrically derived; ~tonus (-bt-), con¬ 
dition of motor nerve under electric 
current; ~type, (n.) model, copy, formed 
by deposition of copper on a mould by 
electrolytic action, esp. for printing, (v.t.) 
copy thus. 

electrocu'tion, n. Killing by electricity 
(as capital punishment); (transf.) death 
caused in any way by electricity. Hence 
elec'trocute v.t. [f. prec., suggested by 
execution ] 

elec'trode, n. Conductor through which 
electricity enters or leaves an electroltye, 
gas, vacuum, or other medium, [electro- 

-l-Gk liodos way] 
electrolier', n. Cluster of electric lamps, 

[f. electro- on chandelier] 
elec'tron, n. (phys., chem.). Indivisible 
unit of negative electricity and one of 
the fundamental constituents of matter, 
normally rotating (in numbers constant 
for each element) about the positive 
nucleus of every atom. Hence electronic 
a., also n. pi., branch of physics and 
technology dealing with behaviour of ~s 
esp. in a vacuum, e.g. in radio valves. 
X-ray tubes, etc. [f. electro- or electric, 

with Gk -on appended ] 
elec'trum, n. Alloy of silver & gold 
used by the ancients; (Mineral.) native 
argentiferous gold ore. [L, f. Gk elektron 
amber, ~ ] 

elec'tuary, n. Medicinal powder etc. 
mixed with honey or syrup. [ME, f. LL 
electuarium perh. corrupt, of Gk ekleikton 
(ekleikho lick out)] 

eleemos'ynary (or -z-), a. Of, dependent 
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on, alms; charitable; gratuitous, [f. med. 
L eleemosynarius (as alms, see -ary *) ] 

Sl'egant, a. & n. (Of movements, style, 
author, manners) graceful; tasteful; 
refined; (of modes of life etc.) of refined 
luxury; (vulg.) excellent; (n.) person 
with pretensions to taste & fashion. 
Hence or cogn. el'egANCE n., ~ly2 adv. 
[f. F Mgant or L elegant-, cf. elect1] 

Slegi'ac, a. & n. 1. (Of metre) suited to 
elegies, esp. ~ couplet, (usu. Gk or Lat.) 
dactylic hexameter & pentameter; 
mournful. 2. n. pi. ~ verses, [f. LL f. Gk 
elegeiakos (as elegy, see -AC)] 

Sl'egize, -ise (-Iz), v.i. & t. Write an elegy 

(upon); write in mournful strain; write an 
elegy upon, [-ize] 

el'egy, n. Song of lamentation, esp. for 

the dead (often vaguely used of other 
poems); poem in elegiac metre, [f. F 
iUgie f. L f. Gk elegaia (elegos mournful 
poem)] 

61'ement, n. 1. Component part, as re¬ 
duced to its ~s, analysed, </ie~s of national 
wealth, there was an ~ of cant, cant was a 
notable ~, in his style. 2. (chem.). Any of 
the substances that cannot be resolved by 
chemical means into simpler substances. 
3. Any of the four ~s, viz. earth, water, 
air, fire (hist.); one of these as a being’s 
abode or sphere, as (usu. fig.) in, out, of, 
}iis~. 4. Atmospheric agencies, as tcar of 
lhe~s. 5. (electr.). Resistance wire in an 
electric heater; electrode. 6. pi. Rudi¬ 
ments of learning (i.e. the A B C) or of an 
art or science; Euclid’s E~s (of Geo¬ 
metry). [ME, f. OF, f. L elemenlum] 

filemen'tal, a. & n. 1. Of the four ele¬ 
ments ; of the powers of nature, as ~ 
worship-, comparable to these, as ~ 
grandeur, tumult; uncompounded; essen¬ 
tial. 2. n. (theosoph.). Spirit of earth, air, 
etc. (prec. +-al] 

clemen'tarly, a. Rudimentary, intro¬ 
ductory; (Chem.) not decomposable. 
Hence ~Lly2 adv., ~iness n. [f. L ele- 
mentarius (as element, see -ary1)] 

el'emi, n. A stimulant resin used in oint¬ 
ments, varnish, etc. [= F ilimi, Sp. 
elemi, f. Arab, al-lami] 

elen'chus (-ngk-), n. (pi. -chi). Logical 
refutation : Socratic ~, mode of eliciting 
truth by short question & answer. [L, f. 
Gk elegkhos] 

elenc'tic (-ngk-), a. Of, given to, refuta¬ 
tion or cross-examination. [f. Gk 
elegktikos (elegkho refute, as prec., see 
-io)] 

Sl'ephant, n. 1. Huge four-footed pachy¬ 
derm with proboscis & long curved ivory 
tusks; white ~, burdensome possession 
(from cost of maintenance). 2. Size of 
paper (28 x 23 in.; double ~, 40 x 26$). 
Hence elephan'tom a. [ME oli-, ele- 
faunte f. OF oli-, elefant, f. L elephan- 
lus, -ntem (nom. -phas), f. Gk elephas 
-antos] 

§16phanti'asis, n. Skin disease causing 

eliminate 

part affected to resemble elephant’s hide. 
[L f. Gk (as prec., see -ASIS)] 

elephan'tine, a. Of elephants; ~ epoch 
(when large pachydermata abounded); 
clumsy, unwieldy, as ~ movements, 
humour, task. [f. L f. Gk elephantinos (as 
prec., -ine2)] 

Eleusin'ian (5-), a. ~ mysteries (of 
Demeter, celebrated at Eleusis in Attica), 
[f. L f. G~kEleusinios(Eleusis -inos) + -an] 

eleuth'ero-in comb. = Gk eleutheros free, 
as ~mdn'ia, mad zeal for freedom, 
~phyWcms, with distinct leaves. 

el'evat|e, v.t. Lift up; hold up (the Host) 
for adoration; raise (one’s eyes, voice, 
hopes); raise axis of (gun); exalt in rank 
etc.; raise morally or intellectually (aims, 
style; esp. in p.p.); (p.p., colloq.) slightly 
drunk. Hence ~ory a. [f. L E(levare lift 
f. levis light), see -ate3] 

eleva'tion, n. Elevating, being elevated, 
(in all senses); angle (esp. of gun) with 
the horizontal; height above given (esp. 
sea) level; drawing made in projection on 
vertical plane, flat drawing of front, side, 
or back, of house etc.; grandeur, dignity, 
[f. OF, or L elevatio (as prec., seo -ation)] 

el'evator, n. Person, thing, device, that 
elevates; muscle that raises limb etc.; 
machine for hoisting grain etc.; 'lift. 
[L (as prec., see -or)] 

elev'en, a. & n. One more than ten (11, xi, 
XI); an ~, ~ persons forming side at 
cricket etc.; the E~ (disciples, without 
Judas); ||~s(es) n. (colloq.), light refresh¬ 
ment about 11 a.m. So ~th2 a. & n. (the 
~th hour). [OE endleofon, OS elleban, 
OHG einlif, ON ellifu, Goth, ainlif f. 
Gmc *ainaz one + -lif (perh. = one left 
over (ten))] 

elf, n. (pi. elves). (Teut. Myth.) a super¬ 
natural being; mischievous creature; 
dwarf; little creature; —bolt, flint arrow- 
-head; «■—lock, tangled mass of hair; ~- 
-struck, bewitched. Hence el'fiSH1, el'v- 
ish1, aa. [OE elf (= MHG elbe) & self 
= OS alf, MHG alp, ON dlfr f. Gmc 
*albh- ] 

el'fin, a. & n. Of elves, elfish ; (n.) dwarf, 
child, [f. prec., -in unexpl.] 

eli'eit, v.t. Draw forth (what is latent, 
usu. fig.); educe (truths from data), draw 
out, evoke, (admission, answer from 
person), [f. L E(licere licit- for lacere 
entice) ] 

elide', v.t. Omit (vowel, syllable) in pro¬ 
nunciation. [f. L E(lidere lis- = laedere 
dash)] 

el'igi|ble, a. Fit to be chosen (for office 
etc.); desirable, suitable. Hence~bil'ity 

n., ~bLY2 adv. [f. F iligible or LL eligi- 
bilis (ELECT1, -BLE)] 

elim'in|ate, v.t. Remove, get rid of; 
(Physiol., Chem.) expel (waste matter 
from tissues, substance from a com¬ 
pound); ignore (part of question etc.); 
(Alg.) get rid of (quantities) from equa¬ 
tion; (improp.) extract (desired element 
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from compound, also fig.). So ~Able a., 
<—■ a'tion n., ~atOR n., (esp.) apparatus 
enabling a wireless set to use current from 
electric main, so ~ating any or all of its 
batteries, [f. L E(liminare f. limen -minis 
threshold), see -ate3] 

eli'sion (-zhn), n. Suppression of vowel or 
syllable in pronouncing, (rarely) of pas¬ 
sage in book etc. [f. LL elisio (as elide, 
see -ion)] 

elite (Clet'), n. The choice part, the best, 
(of). [F] 

elix'ir (-er), n. Alchemist’s preparation 
designed to change metals into gold or 
(also ~ of life) to prolong life indefinitely; 
sovereign remedy; paregoric ~. [ME, f. 
med. L, f. Arab, aliksir the elixir (iksir 
prob. f. late Gk xerion desiccative pow¬ 
der)] 

Elizabcth'an (i-), a. & n. (Person, writer) 
of the time of Queen Elizabeth I. [-an] 

elk, n. Large animal of the deer kind 
found in N. Europe and (also moose) N. 
America; species of deer & antelope; 
—hound, large Scandinavian shaggy- 
-coated hunting dog. [15th c. elke prob. 
repr. OE elh, eolh; further hist, obsc.] 

ell, n. Measure of length (English ~, = 
45 in.; now obs. as measure); give him 
an inch (a little) c& he’ll take an ~ (much). 
[OE eln, OHG elina, ON Bln, Goth, aleina 
f. Gmc *alina cogn. w. L ulna] 

ellipse'1, n. Regular oval; figure pro¬ 
duced when a cone is cut by a plane 
making smaller angle with the base than 
the side of the cone makes, whence 
ellipti'ciTY n.; = foil. Hence or cogn. 
ellip'tic(al1) aa., -ically1 adv. [f. Gk 
elleipsis f. elleipd come short (en in + 
leipo leave)] 

ellip'sis, ellipse'2, n. (pi. -pses, pron. 
-psez). Omission from sentence of words 
needed to complete construction or sense. 
So ellip'tical2 a., -ically2 adv. [as 
prec.; cf. eclipse 1 ] 

ellip'soid, n. Solid of which all plane 
soctions through one axis are ellipses & 
through the other ellipses or circles. 
[-OID ] 

elm, n. Tree with rough doubly serrated 
leaves. Hence ~'y2 a. [OE, OHG elm, 
cogn. w. ON alrnr, L idmus] 

El'mS (S-), n. St ~, pop. name for St 
Peter Gonzalez (d. 1246), Spanish Domi¬ 
nican preacher who became patron saint 
of seamen; St ~’s fire, corposant, inter¬ 
preted as a sign of his protection, though 
occas. of impending disaster (dead-fire). 

clocu'tion (e- or S-), n. Maimer, style, art, 
of oral delivery. Hence ~ary 1 a., ~ist(3) 

n., (-shon-). [f. L eloculio f. E(loqui locut- 
speak), see -ion] 

eloge (SlOzh'), n. Discourse in honour of 
deceased person (esp. member of French 
Academy, pronounced by his successor). 
[F] 

Elo'hist (6-), n. Author(s) of the elohistic 
parts of the Hexateuch, marked by use 

em- 

of Elohim for Yahveh (Jehovah), [f. Heb. 
elohim God +-ist] 

el'ongate (-ngg-), v.t. & i., & a. 1. (-at). 
Lengthen, prolong; (Bot.) be of slender 
or tapering form. 2. adj. (-at; Bot., 
Zool.) long, slender, tapering, [f. LL 
e(longare f. longus long), see -.ate3-2] 

elonga'tion (-ngg-), n. Lengthening; the 
part (of line etc.) produced; (Astron.) 
angular distance of planet from sun. [f. 
LL elongatio (a3 prec., see -ation)] 

elope', v.i. (Of woman) run away from 
husband or home (with paramour, lover); 
abscond. Hence ~iiext (-pm-) n. [AF 
aloper perh. f. ME *alcrpe p.p. of *aleapen 
(a- = and- against + leap), cf. G entlaufen 
run away] 

el'oquence, n. Fluent, forcible, & apt 
use of language; rhetoric. So el'oquENT 
a., el'oquentLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF f. L 
cloquentia f. e(loqui speak), see -ence] 

else, adv. (Following indef. or interrog. 
pron.) besides, in addition, as any one, 
anybody, anything, ~, who who ~’s?, 
whose (same constr.) instead, as 
what ~ could I say 1; otherwise, if not, 
as run, (or) ~ you will be late; where, 
in, to, some other place. [OE, OHG elles, 
OSw. aljes gen. sing. cogn. w. Goth, aljis 
other, L alius] 

elu'eidjate (-do-, -u-), v.t. Throw light on, 
explain. Hence ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn., 
~atlVE, ~atORY, aa. [f. LL vflucidare f. 
lucidvs bright f. lux lucis light)] 

elude' (-ood, -ud), v.t. Escape adroitly 
from (blow, danger, difficulty, person’s 
grasp, person, inquiry, observation); 
avoid compliance with (law, request) or 
fulfilment of (obligation); escape from, 
baffle, (the understanding). So elu'siON 
(-ldozhn or -lu-), elus'iveNESS, nn., 
elus'iVE, elus'oRY, aa., elus'lveLY2 adv., 
(-loo- or -lu-). [f. L e(ludere lus- play)] 

el'van, n. Hard rock of igneous origin; 
broad vein or dyke of this. [perh. f. 
Corn, elven spark] 

el'ver, n. A young eel. [var. of eeZ-FARE2 
= brood of young eels] 

elvish. See elf. 

Elysee (aleza'), n. Official residence of 
French President. [F1 

Elys'ijum (iliz-), n. (Gk Myth.) abode of 
the blessed after death; place, state, of 
ideal happiness. Hence ~AN a. [f. L f. 
Gk Elusion (e-) (pedion plain) ] 

el'ytron, u. (pi. -ret). Outer hard wing- 
-case of coleopterous insect; the vagina, 
[f. Gk elutron sheath (eluo roll round)] 

El'zevir (S-; -er), a. & n. (Book) printed 
by Elzevier family at Amsterdam, 'I'he 
Hague, etc. (1592-1680); a printing type, 

em, n. The letter M; (Typog.) unit for 
measuring amount of printed matter in 
line. 

’em pron. (colloq.). Them. [orig. a form 
of ME hem, dat. & ace. 3rd pers. pi.; 
now regarded as abbr. of them] 

em-, pref. = en- before 6, p, & (freq.) m. 
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Nearly all E wds with this pref. have (or 
formerly have had) alternative forms in 
IM-. 

ema'cilate (-shl-), v.t. Make lean, waste, 
(esp. in p.p.); impoverish (soil). So 
~a'tion (-si-) n. [f. L E(maciare f. rnacies 
leanness), see -ate3] 

em'anate, v.i. Issue, originate, (from 
source, person, etc.); (of gases, light, etc.) 
proceed, issue, (from), [f. L e(manure 
flow), see -ate3] 

emana'tion, n. Issuing (from); thing pro¬ 
ceeding from a source (esp. fig., of virtues, 
qualities, moral powers); person, thing, 
proceeding from the Divine Essence. So 
em'anativE a. [f. LL emanalio (as prec., 
see -ation) ] 

eman'cipatle, v.t. (Rom. Law) release 
(child, wife) from power of pater familias; 
free from -legal, social, political, intellec¬ 
tual, or moral restraint. Hence ~0R n., 
~ory a. [f. L E(mancipare f. manceps pur¬ 
chaser f. mantis hand + capere take), -ate3 ] 

emancipa'tion, n. Setting free, esp. 
from slavery or from legal disabilities, 
whence ~ist (-shon-) n.; setting free, 
freedom, from intellectual or moral 
fetters, [f. L emancipatio (prec. -ation)] 

eman'cipist, n. (Austral.; hist.). Ex- 
-convict who has served his term. [f. 
EMANCIPATE + -IST] 

emas'culate1, a. Castrated; effeminate, 
[f. L e(mascvlare f. masculus dim. of mas 
male), see -ate2] 

emas'cul|ate2, v.t. Castrate; weaken, 
make effeminate; impoverish (language); 
weaken (literary composition) by exci¬ 
sions. Hence ~a'tion n., ~atlVE, ~atORY, 
aa. [as prec., see-ate3] 

embalm' (-ahm), v.t. Preserve (corpse) 
from decay orig. with spices, now by 
means of arterial injection; preserve 
from oblivion; endue with balmy frag¬ 
rance. Hence ~ment (-ahm-m-) n. [ME 
embaume f. OF EU(baumer, as balm)] 

embank', v.t. Shut in, confine, (river 
etc.) by banks, raised stone structure, 
etc. Hence ~ment n., (also) structure of 
earth etc. to carry a railway, road, etc. 
[EM- ] 

embfrg'o, n. (pi. ~es), & v.t. 1. Order 
forbidding ships of a foreign power to 
enter, or any ships to leave, the country's 
ports; suspension of (a branch of) com¬ 
merce, as be under, lay on, an ~; im¬ 
pediment. 2. v.t. Lay (ships, trade) 
under ~; seize (ship, goods) for State 
service. [Sp., f. embargar f. Rom. *im- 
barricare (barra bar ‘) ] 

embark', v.t. & i. Put, go, on board ship 
(for destination), whence embfirkA'TlON 
n.; engage (in, upon, undertaking, war, 
etc..), [f. F embarquer f. en EM-+ barque 
bark 3] 

embarras de ehoix, de richesse (ahn- 
babrah' de shwah', de reshes'), n. More 
alternatives, wealth, than one knows 
how to deal with. [F] 

emba'rrass, v.t. Encumber, impede; 
(p.p.) encumbered with debts; com¬ 
plicate (question etc.); perplex. Hence 
~ingLY2 adv., ~mbnt n. [f. F embarrasser 
f. Sp. embarazar (em-, bar2)] 

em'bassy, n. Ambassador’s function or 
office; his residence; deputation to a 
sovereign etc. [f. OF ambassee f. med. L 
ambasciata (LL atnbascia order, duty), f. 
Rom. *ambactiare see ambassador] 

embat'tle1, v.t. Set (army) in battle 
array. [ME, f. OF em(bataillier f. balaille 
battle)] 

embat'tle2, v.t. Furnish (building, wall) 
with battlements. [ME, f. em- +OF 
batailler (-eill-), see battlement] 

embay', v.t. Lay (vessel) within a bay; 
(of wind) force (vessel) into a bay; 
enclose as in a bay, shut in. Hence 
~ment n. [em- ] 

fembed', im-, v.t. (-dd-). Fix firmly in 
surrounding mass (esp. in p.p.); (of the 
mass) surround thus, [em-] 

embell'ish, v.t. Beautify, adorn; height¬ 
en (narrative) with fictitious additions. 
Hence ~ment n. [ME,f. OF Ent(bellir i. bel 
f. L bellus handsome), see -ish2] 

em'ber1, n. (usu. ph). Small piece of live 
coal or wood in dying fire (& fig.). [OE 
eemerge, OHG eimuria pyre, ON eimyrja 
embers; -b- as in slumber] 

em'ber2, a. ~ days, days of fasting and 
prayer, the Wed., Fri., & Sat., after (1) 
1st Sim. in Lent, (2) Whitsunday, (3) Holy 
Cross Day (Sep. 14), and (4) St Lucia’s 
day (Dec. 13). [OE ymbren n. perh. f. 
ymbryne period (ymb about +ryne course)] 

em'ber3, n. (Usu. ~-goose, -diver) an 
Orkney sea-fowl, the loon. [f. Norw. 
emmer] 

embez'zle, v.t. Divert (money etc., also 
abs.) fraudulently to one’s own use. 
Hence ~ment (-zelm-) n. [f. AF enbesiler 
f. OF besillier maltreat, ravage, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

embitt'er, v.t. Make bitter (fig.); aggra¬ 
vate (evil); exasperate (person, feeling). 
Hence ~ment n. [EM- ] 

emblaz'on, v.t. Portray conspicuously, 
as on heraldic shield; adorn (shield) with 
heraldic devices (also fig.); celebrate, 
extol. Hence~MENTn. [em-] 

emblaz'onry, n. = blazonry, [em-] 

em'blem, n., & v.t. 1. Symbol, typical 
representation; (arch.) pictorial parable; 
(of person) type (of a quality); heraldic 
device. 2. v.t. Symbolize, show forth by 
~. [(vb f. n.) f. L f. Gk emblema -matos 
insertion f. em (hallo throw)] 

emblemat'ic(al), aa. Serving as a type 
(of). Hence emblemat'icalLY2 adv. 
[prec., -ic] 

emblem'atlst, n. Maker of emblems or 
of allegories, [as prec. +-1ST] 

emblem'atize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Serve as 
emblem of; represent by an emblem, [as 
prec. +-ize] 

em'blement, n. (legal; usu. pi.). Profits 
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of sown land; natural products of soil, 
[f. OF emblaement f. emblaer f. med. L 
imbladare sow with wheat (bladum), see 
-MENT) 

embod'ly, v.t. Clothe (spirit) with body; 
give concrete form to (ideas etc.); express 
tangibly (principles in actions etc.); (of 
things) be an expression of (ideas etc.); 
form into a body; include, comprise. 
Hence ~Iment n. [EM- ] 

embog', v.t. (-gg-). Plunge into, hamper 
in, a bog (lit. & fig.), [em-] 

embSl'den, v.t. Make bold, encourage 
(often to do). [EM- +BOLD + -EN6] 

em'bolism, n. Obstruction of artery etc. 
by clot of blood etc., esp. as cause of 
paralysis. [14th c. ‘ intercalation ’ f. Lb 
f. Gk embolismus; in medical sense f. 
embolus (L f. Gk ‘ peg ’, ‘ stopper ’) + 
-ISM] 

embonpoint (see Ap.), n. Plumpness 
(chiefly of women; usu. euphem.). [F, f. 
phr. en bon point in good condition] 

embos'om (-dbz-), v.t. Kmbrace; (p.p.) 
enclosed in, surrounded with, (trees, hills, 
etc.), [em-] 

emboss', v.t. Carve, mould, in relief; 
cause figures etc. to stand out on (sur¬ 
face) ; make protuberant. Hence ~ment 
n. [ME ; prob. f. OF *embocer (see boss1)] 

embouchure (see Ap.), n. Mouth of river; 
opening of valley; (Mus.) part of musical 
instrument applied to mouth, mode of 
applying this. [F] 

embow'el, v.t. (-11-). Remove the bowels 
from (body), [f. OF enboweler for es- 
boucler (es- = ex- + bouel bowel)] 

embow'er, v.t. Enclose as in bower, [em-] 
embrace', v.t., & n. 1. Fold (person etc.; 
in pi. abs. = ~ one another) in the arms, 
usu. as sign of affection; clasp, enclose; 
accept eagerly (offer, opportunity, etc.); 
adopt (course of action, doctrine, party, 
cause); (of things) include, comprise; 
(of persons) comprise (thing in a formula, 
report, etc.); take in with eye or mind. 
2. n. Folding in the arms, (euphem.) 
sexual intercourse. Hence ~able a., 
~ment (-8m-) n. [ME; (n. f. vb) f. OF 
em {bracer f. L braechium arm)] 

embranch'ment (-ah-), n. Branching 
out (of arm of river etc.). [em--(-branch 
n. + -MENT] 

embrangle (-nggl), Im-, v.t. Entangle, 
confuse. Hence ~ment (-nggelm-) n. 
[EM- +obs. brangle] 

embra'sure (-zher; also Cmbrazhoor'), n. 
Bevelling off of wall at sides of door 
or window, splaying; opening in parapet 
for gun, widening from within. [F, f. 
embraser splay, of unkn. orig. ] 

em'brocate, v.t. Bathe, foment, (limb 
etc.) to mitigate disease, [f. LL embrocare 
f. embrocha f. Gk embrokhe f. EM(brekho 
wet)] 

embroca'tion, n. Liquid used for rubbing 
affected part, [as prec., see -ation] 

gmbroid'er, v.t. Ornament (cloth etc.. 

or abs.) with needlework; embellish 
(narrative) with fictitious additions. 
[ME, f. AF enbrouder = OF brouder 
whence braider; -er perh. after foil.] 

embroid'ery, n. Embroidering; em¬ 
broidered work; adventitious ornament. 
[ME, f. AF enbrouderie (prec., -ery)] 

embroil', v.t. Bring (affairs, narrative, 
etc.) into state of confusion; involve 
(person) in hostility (with another). 
Hence ~ment n. [f. F wa(brouiller, see 
BROIL1)] 

embrown', v.t. Make browm. [em-] 

em'bryo, n. & a. (pi. -os). 1. Offspring of 
animal before birth (or emergence from 
egg); thing in rudimentary stage; in ~, 
undeveloped. 2. adj. Undeveloped. 
Hence embryon'ic a. [LL embryo -onis 
erron. f. Gk em(bruon f. bruo swell, grow)] 

embryo- in comb. = prec., as ~etony 
(-okO, destruction of foetus in womb, 
'-gin'esis, formation of embryo, '-logy 
(-61-), science of the embryo, ~tomy 
(-6t-), cutting up of foetus in womb. 

II embus', v.t. & i. (mil. etc.; -ss-). Put 
(men, stores) or get into motor vehicles. 
[em-+ bus, after entrain] 

emend', v.t. (Seek to) remove errors from 
(text of book etc.). Hence emendA'TiON, 
em'endatOR, nn., ~atORY a. [f. L 
E(mendare f. menda fault) ] 

em'erald, n. Bright-green precious stone; 
colour of this; size of type ; E— Isle, Ire¬ 
land. Hence —ine1 a. [ME, f. OF emer- 
aude f. com.-Rom. *smaralda f. L f. Gk 
smaragdos ] 

emerge', v.i. Come up out of a liquid; 
come into view (from enclosed space etc.); 
issue (from state of suffering etc.); (of 
facts etc.) come out as result of inquiry; 
(of question, difficulty, etc.) crop up. So 
emgr'gENCE n., emgb'gENT a. [f. L 
E(mergere mers- dip)] 

emer'gencly, n. Sudden juncture de¬ 
manding immediate action; ~j/ door, 
exit, etc., for use in ~ies only, e.g., in case 
of fire. [f. LL emergentia (as prec., see 
-ENCY) ] 

eme'ritus, a. Honourably discharged 
from service, as ~ professor (retired). [L, 
p.p. of e(mereri earn)] 

em'erods, n. pi. (bibl.). = haemorrhoids. 

ein^b'sion (-shn), n. Emerging; reap¬ 
pearance of sun, moon, star, after eclipse 
or occultation. [f. LL emersio (emerge, 

-ion)] 

em'ery, n. Coarse corundum used for 
polishing metal, stones, etc.; ~-cloth, 
-paper, -wheel (covered with ~ powder), 
[f. F imeri(l) f. Rom. *smericulum f. Gk 
smeris polishing pow’der] 

emet'ic, a. & n. (Medicine) that causes 
vomiting (also fig.), [f. LL f. Gk emetikos 
(emed vomit, see -ettc)] 

emeute (see Ap.), n. Popular rising. [F] 
em'igr|ate, v.i. & t. Leave one country 
to settle in another; (colloq.) change 
one’s place of abode; (v.t.) assist (person) 
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to_emigrate. So ~ant a. & n., ~a'tion n., 
~atORY a. [f. L E(migrare migrate)] 

Emigre (CmTgra), n. French emigrant, 
esp. Royalist who tied at French Revolu¬ 
tion. [F] 

Srn'inence, n. 1. Rising ground. 2. Dis¬ 
tinguished superiority (social, intellec¬ 
tual, etc.); (I£~) cardinal's title, [f. L 
eminentia (as eminent, see -ence) ] 

eminence grise (a/menahns grez'), n. 
Confidential agent, esp. one who exercises 
power unofficially (applied orig. to 
Cardinal Richelieu’s private secretary). 
LF, = grey cardinal] 

Sm'inent, a. Exalted, distinguished; ~ 
domain ; (of qualities) remarkable in de¬ 
gree, whence ~ly 2 adv. [f. L eminere jut; 
see -ent] 

emir' (-er), n. Saracen or Arab prince 
or governor; descendant of Mohammed, 

^[f. F irair f. Sp. emir f. Arab, amir ameer] 
cm'issary, n. Person sent on (usu.) an 

odious or underhand mission, [f. L 
emissarius (as emit, see -ary1)] 

femi'ssion (-shn), n. Giving off or out (of 
light, heat, smell, etc.); thing thus given 
out; ~ theory (that light is ~ of streams 
of imponderable particles from luminous 
bodies). So emiss'iVE a. [f. L emissio (as 
foil., see -ion)] 

6mit', v.t. (-tt-). Give out, send forth, 
(stream, light, heat, sound, opinion, paper 
currency, etc.), [f. L E(mitteremiss- send)] 

Smm'et, n. (dial.). Ant. [OE ; see ant] 
emoll'ient (-lye-), a. & n. (Application) 
that softens living animal textures (also 
fig.), [f. L 'E(mollire f. mollis soft), see 
-ENT] 

6mol'ument, n. Profit from office or 
employment, salary. (ME, f. OF, or f. L 
emdlumentum, emdli-, f. E(mOlere grind 
out), -MENT] 

fcmo'tion, n. Agitation of mind, feeling; 
excited mental state. Hence ~less a. 
[F, f. 6mouvoir, aftermouvoirMOVE, motion 
MOTION] 

6mo'tional (-ebon-), a. Of the emotions; 
liable to emotion, whence ~ism(1),~ist(2), 
~ity (-shonal'-), nn., ~ly2 adv. [prec. 
H— A I> 1 

6mot'ive, a. Of, tending to excite, emo¬ 
tion. Hence ---ly2 (-vl-) adv. [f. L emo- 
vere, see emotion & -ive ] 

empan'el, im-, v.t. (-11-). Enter on panel, 
enrol, (jury), (f. AF 'EM(paneller panel)] 

Sm'pathy, n. (psych.). The power of pro¬ 
jecting one’s personality into (and so 
fully comprehending) the object of con¬ 
templation. [rendering of G einfuhlung 
(ein in +fuhlung feeling) after Gk em- 
palheia] 

Sm'peror, n. (fem. 6m'press). Sovereign 
of Roman, Western, or Eastern Empire; 
head of Holy Roman Empire; sovereign 
(title superior in dignity to king); ~ pen¬ 
guin, largest known species of penguin of 
the Antarctic; purple ~, kind of butter¬ 
fly. Hence ~ship n. (ME, f. OF emperere. 

emporium 

-pereor, f. L imperalor, -orem, f. im(perare 
= parare prepare, order) command, see 
-OR] 

em'phasis, n. Stress laid on word(s) to 
indicate special significance; vigour, 
intensity, of expression, feeling, action, 
etc.; importance assigned to a thing; 
prominency, sharpness of contour. [L 
f. Gk, f. KM(phaino show)] 

em'phasize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. Lay stress 
upon (word in speaking); bring (fact etc.) 
into special prominence, [f. prec. +-IZE] 

emphat'lic, a. (Of language, tone, 
gesture) forcibly expressive; (of words) 
bearing the stress; (of person) expressing 
himself with emphasis; (of actions) 
forcible, significant. Hence ~ically adv. 
[earlier -ical (16th c.) f. LL f. Gk emphati- 
kos (as emphasis, see -ic) ] 

emphysem'a, n. (path.). Enlargement of 
air vesicles of the lungs; swelling caused 
by presence of air in connective tissues of 
body. [f. LL f. Gk emphusema (emphusad 

_puff up)] 
em'pire, n. Supreme & wide (political) do¬ 
minion ; absolute control (over); govern¬ 
ment in which sovereign is called 
emperor; territory of an emperor; (hist.) 
the E~, (usu.) Holy Roman E~; Day 
(now Commonwealth Day), May 24th, 
birthday of Q. Victoria; City, State 
(of New York); (attrib., E~) denoting a 
style of furniture or dress fashionable 
dui’ing the first (1804-15) or second 
(1851-70) French E~. [ME, f. OF empire 
(earlier emperie whence E empery) f. L 
imperium conn. w. imperare, see emperor] 

empi'ric, a. & n. Based, acting, on 
observation & experiment, not on theory, 
whence ~ist(2) n.; (person) relying solely 
on experiment; quack. Hence ~al a., 
~altY2 adv., ~ism n. [f. L f. Gk em- 
peirikos f. empeiria experience ] 

emplace'mcnt (-sm-), n. Situation; 
placing; platform for guns. [F (em- 

+ place + -ment) ] 

Emplane', v.i. & t. Go or put on board 
aeroplane, [em- +(AERO)pl<rae] 

employ', v.t., & n. 1. Use (thing, one’s 
power, etc., for, in, on, about, an object); 
use services of (person); keep (person) in 
one’s service; busy, keep occupied, (one- 
self, others, doing, in, etc.). 2. n. In the 
~ of, ~ed by. Hence ~able a., ~er1 n. 
[ME (n. f. F emploi) f. OF employer f. L im- 

(plicate fold), cf. imply ] 
employe (dmploi'a), n. (fem. -6e). Person 
employed for wages. [F p.p. (prec.)] 

employee', n. = prec. [-ee] 

employ'ment, n. In vbl senses; esp., 
one’s regular trade or profession, [-ment] 

empois'on (-zn), v.t. Put poison into; 
taint; corrupt (fig.); embitter (person’s 
mind against). [ME, f. OF Eil(poisonncr 
POISON) ] 

gmpdr'ium, n. Centre of commerce, 
mart; shop. [f. L f. Gk emporion f. 
EMporos merchant (por- journey)] 
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erapovv'er, v.t. Authorize, license, (per¬ 
son to do); enable. [EM-] 

em'press, n. Wife of emperor; woman 
governing an empire or (fig.) having 
absolute power. (ME, f. OF emperesse 
fem. of cmperere emperor, see -ess1] 

empressetnent (seo Ap.), n. Display of 
cordiality. [F] 

II emprise' (-z), n. (arch.). (Chivalrous) 
enterprise. [ME, f. OF fem. p.p. as n. of 
emprendre f. Rom. *m(pre(he)ndre take)] 

emp'ty1, a. & n. 1. Containing nothing; 
devoid of (qualities); (colloq.) hungry; 
(of house) devoid of furniture or inmates; 
(of van, ship, etc.) without load; (of 
persons, plans, etc.) lacking sense; 
meaningless. 2. n. ~ truck, box, etc. 
3. ~-handed, bringing no gift, carrying 
nothing away: headed, -paled, witless. 
Hence emp'tiNESs n. [OE ecmelig f. 
eemetla leisure + -Y2] 

emp'ty2, v.t. & i. Remove contents of 
(vessel etc. upon etc.); transfer (contents 
of one thing into etc. another); (of river) 
discharge itself (into); (v.i.) become 
empty, [f. prec. ] 

empur'ple, v.t. Make purple, redden. 
[EM-] 

empyre'an, a. & n. (Of) the highest 
heaven, as the sphere of fire or as the 
abode of God; (of) the visible heavens. 
So empy'reAL a. [f. LL empyreus f. Gk 
T&'mipuros f. pur fire) + -an ] 

em'u, n. Large Australian bird allied to 
the cassowary. [17th c. emia, ewe, f. 
Port, ema crane, ostrich] 

em'ul|ate, v.t. Try to equal or excel; 
rival; imitate zealously. So ~a'tion. 
~at0R, nn., ~atrvE a. [f. L aemulari (as 
folk), see -ate3] 

em'ulous, a. Zealously, jealously, imita¬ 
tive (of); desirous (of renown etc.); 
actuated by spirit of rivalry. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. L aemulus + -ous ] 

emul'sify, v.t. Convert into an emulsion. 
[f. L E(mulgere muls- milk) +-fy] 

emul'sion (-shn), n. Milky liquid with 
oily or resinous particles suspended in 
it; mixture of light-sensitive silver salts 
suspended in gelatine or collodion for 
coating photographic plates and films. 
Hence or cogn. ~ize(3) v.t., emul'siVE 
a. [F, or f. mod. L emulsio (as prec., see 
-ION)] 

emunc'tory, a. & n. Of nose-blowing; 
(organ, duct) conveying waste matter 
from the body. [f. L '&(mungere munct-), 
see -ory ] 

en, n. Unit of width in printing, narrower 
than EM. [N] 

en-1, pref. The form assumed in F by L 
in- (see in-1); in E used chiefly in wds 
from F (enamour, embarrass, engage); 
before 6 & p, occas. before m, it is changed 
to em-; from 14th c. in- (im-) [or in- (im-)] 
has taken the place of en- (em-), & con¬ 
versely ; now used to form E vbs (a) on 
nouns, with sense ‘ put (the object) into 

or on something ’ (embed, engulf, entrust) 
or ‘ put something into or on (the object)’ 
(enjewel); (b) on nn. or adjj., w. sense 
‘ bring into such condition ’ (englad, 
enslave); often with suf. -en6 (embolden, 
enlighten); (c) on vbs with sense ‘ in ’, 
* into ’, ‘ upon ’, (enfold) or w. intensive 
force (encarnalize). 

en-2, pref. The form assumed by Gk en- 
(em- before b, m, p, ph; el-, er-, before 
l, r), w. sense ‘ in ’ (energy, enthusiasm, 
emphasis). 

-en1, -n, suf. forming p.p. of strong vbs 
(spoken, sworn); often obs. or arch, (gotten, 
graven); freq. displaced by -ed (shaped for 
shapen); or surviving only in adj. sense 
(drunken, lorn). For adj. sense see -ed1(2). 

[OE -en, OS, OHG -an, ON-enn, -inn, 
Goth, -ans, f. Gmc *-enaz, *-anaz] 

-en2, suf. forming dimm., as chicken, 
maiden. [Gmc *-ino(m), neut. of -ino- 
-en5 ] 

-en3, suf. forming femm. (now only in 
vixen), and found in some nouns, as 
burden, [f. WG* -innja f. Gmc *-ini] 

-en4, suf. seen in oxen; orig. part of stem 
in weak-decl. nouns, but retained only in 
ph, & added to other old plurals, as in 
brethren, children, kine, (earlier -ther, -der, 
ky). [OE -an) 

-en5, -n, suf. forming adjj. f. nn., usu. 
expr. material; mostly obs. or arch. 
(silvern) or usu. in metaph. senses 
(golden), the noun being used as adj.; 
but wooden, ivoollen, & a few others, 
remain. [OE -en, OS, ON -in, OHG -in, 
Goth, -ein- f. Gmc *-ino- cogn. w. L -mo- 
see -INE ] 

-en6, suf. forming vv.t. & i. from adjj. 
(deepen, moisten) on anal, of a few in OE 
(fasten), & f. nouns as listen (OE), happen 
(14th c.), heighten, hearten, etc., (mod.), 

ena'ble, v.t. Authorize, empower, (person 
to do); supply (person etc.) with means 
to (do); || Enabling Act, esp. that of 1920 
conferring on the Established Church a 
certain measure of autonomy subject to 
parliamentary veto, [en-1] 

enact', v.t. 1. Ordain, decree, (thing, 
that), whence enac'tiON, ~ment, nn., 
enac'tivE, enac'tORY, aa.; ~ing clauses 
(containing new provisions). 2. Play 
(scene, part, on stage or in life), [en- 1 ■+• 
act n. & v.] 

enam'el1, n. Glass-like opaque or semi- 
-transparent coating of metallic surfaces 
for ornament or as preservative lining 
(also fig.); any smooth hard coating; 
kinds of complexion-veneer; coating of 
teeth; painting done on ~; (poet.) 
smooth bright surface colouring, verdure, 
etc. [f. foil. ] 

enam'el2, v.t. (-11-). Inlay, encrust, 
(metal etc., the face or skin) with enamel; 
portray (figures etc.) with enamel; adorn 
with varied colours. [ME, f. AF EN1- 
ameler, -amaiUer, f. OF esmail, alt. f. 
esmaut f. WG *srruilt- see smelt1] 
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team'our (-mer), v.t. Inspire with love 
(of, esp. in p.p.); charm, delight, [f. OF 
en \amourer f. amour love f. L amor era, 
nom. -or)] 

enan'tiomdrph, n. Mirror image, form 
related to another as an object is to its 
image in a mirror, [f. Ok enanlios 
opposite, morphe form ] 

enantiop'athy, n. = allopathy, [f. Gk 
enantios opposite + -pathy] 

endrthrds'is, n. (anat.). Ball-&-socket 
joint. [Gk, f. en\arthros f. arthron joint), 
-osis] 

en bidc (ahh), adv. In a lump, wholesale. 
[F] 

encaen'ia (-sen-), n. Dedication festival; 
II (Oxf.) = COMMEMORATION. [L, f. Gk 
egkainia (en-2 +kainos new)] 

encage', in-, v.t. Confine (as) in cage. 

. [EN-1] 
encamp', v.t. & i. (Of troops) settle (t. & 
i.) in camp; lodge (t. & i.) in the open in 
tents, [en-1] 

encamp'ment, n. In vbl senses; also, 
place where troops are encamped, [-ment] 

encase', in-, v.t. Put into a case; sur¬ 
round as with a case. Hence ~hent 
(-sm-) n. [en-1] 

II encash', v.t. Convert (bills etc.) into 
cash; receive in form of cash, realize. 
Hence ~ment n. [en- 1 ] 

encaus'tic, a. & n. (Painting, art of 
painting) by burning in; ~ brick, tile, (in¬ 
laid with coloured clays burnt in), [f. L 
f. Gk egkaustikos, see en-2, caustic] 

-ence, suf. forming nn. of quality or 
action f. F -ence or direct f. L -entia f. 
L pres. part, in -ent- (nom. -ens); also f. 
earlier (M)E & F wds in -ance, after 1500 
refash, after L -entia; see -ance, -ency. 

enceinte (see Ap.), a. & n. 1. (Of women) 
pregnant. 2. n. Enclosure (in fortifica¬ 
tion). [F] 

encephal'ic, a. Of the brain, [f. Gk 
egkephalon brain (en-2 Akephale head) 
+ -IC] 

enceph'al|(o)-, comb form of Gk egke¬ 
phalon (prec.); ~it'is, inflammation of the 
brain (see sickness) ; ~ogram, an X-ray 
photograph of the brain; ~ograph, 
~ogram, (also) instrument for recording 
brain waves; ~og'raphy; t'omy, dis¬ 
section of the brain. 

enceph'alon, n. (anat.). The brain. 
[mod. L f. Gk (see encephalic)] 

inchain', v.t. Chain up, fetter; hold 
fast (attention, emotions). Hence ~ment 
n. [f. F mt^chainer chain)] 

inchant' (-ah-), v.t. Bewitch (lit. & fig.); 
charm, delight. Hence or cogn. ~er\ 
~ment, ~rESS1, nn.,~ingLY2 adv., (-ah-). 
[ME, f. F enchanter f. L IN(ca«to,rc sing, 
frequent, of canere cant-)] 

enchirid'lon (-k-), n. Handbook, [f. LL 
f. Gk f. en in, kheir hand] 

incfi'cle, v.t. Surround, encompass, 
(with); form a circle round, [en-1] 

en clair (ahn), phr. (Of telegrams, official 

encrust 

messages, etc.) in ordinary language (not 
in code or cipher). [F] 

inclasp' (-ah-), v.t. Hold in clasp or 
embrace, [en-1] 

inclave', n. Territory surrounded by 
foreign dominion. [F, f. enclaver f. Bom. 
*in(clavare f. clavis key)] 

inclit'lic, a. & n. (gram.). (Word) so 
unemphatic as to be pronounced as part 
of preceding word, esp. (Gk) throwing 
its accent back on preceding word. Hence 
~ically adv. [f. LL f. Gk egklitikos (EN-2 
+klino lean), see -ic] 

inclose', in-, (-z), v.t. Surround, fence in, 
(land etc. with, in, walls etc.); shut up in 
receptacle (esp. something besides letter 
in envelope); bound on all sides, contain, 
(esp. Math.); hem in on ail sides. [ME, f. 
OF enclos p.p. of enclore; see en- x, close 3 ] 

enclo'sure (-zher), n. Enclosing (esp. 
of common land, to make it private 
property, as E~ Act); enclosing fence 
etc.; enclosed place; paper etc. enclosed 
with letter in envelope. [AF, OF enclosure 
(prec., -itre)] 

inclothe'(-dh), v.t. Clothe, [en-1] 

incloud', v.t. Envelop in cloud, [en-1] 

encdde', v.t. Put (message) into code or 
cipher, [en-1] 

encom'iast, n. Composer of an encom¬ 
ium ; flatterer. Hence encomias'tic a. 
[f. Gk egkomiastes (egkomiazo, as foil., 
-asl = -ist(1) w. vbs in -azo)] 

encom'ium, n. Formal or high-flown 
praise. [L, f. Gk egkcrmion (en-2 +kdnws 
revelry)] 

incom'pass (-fim-), v.t. Surround (esp. 
with friendly or hostile intention); con¬ 
tain. Hence ~MENTn. [en-1-f compass n.] 

encore (Ongkor', <fb seeAp.), int., n., & v.t. 
1. (Spectator’s or auditor’s demand for 
song etc. to be sung etc.) again, once 
more; further item given in response. 
2. v.t. Demand repetition of (song etc.), 
summon (performer) for this, [(vb f. n.) 
F, = once again] 

incoun'ter, v.t., & n. 1. Meet hostilely; 
fall in with. 2. n. Meeting in conflict, 
falling in, (with). [ME; (n. f. OF encontre) 
f. OF encontrer f. Rom. *in(contrare f. L 
contra against) ] 

encou'rag|e (-kii-), v.t. Embolden; incite, 
advise, (person to do); promote, assist, 
(commerce, opinion, etc.). Hence or 
cogn. ~eMENT (-kurijm-) n., ~ingLY2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF en 1(coragier, as courage)] 

En'cratite (C-), n. Member of early 
Christian heretical sect abstaining from 
meat, wine, & marriage, [f. LL f. late 
Gk egkratiles (egkrates continent, -ite1)] 

encrim'son (-z-), v.t. Make crimson. 
[EN-1] 

encroach', v.i. Intrude usurpingly (on 
others’ territory, rights, etc., or abs.). 
Hence ~ment n. [f. OF en \crochier f. 
croc hook); see crook] 

Encrust', in-, v.t. & i. Cover with a crust; 
overlay (surface) with ornamental crust 
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of precious material; (v.i.) form into a 
crust. Hence ~ment n. [f. F incruster f. 
L iN(crustare, as crust); also f. en-1 + 
crust] 

encum'ber, v.t. Hamper (person, move¬ 
ment, action, with burden, difficulty, 
etc.); burden (person, estate, with debts); 
fill, block, (place with lumber etc., lit. & 
fig.). Hence ~ment n. [ME, f. OF en1- 
(combrer cumber) ] 

encum'brance, n. Burden; annoyance; 
impediment; without ~, having no 
children; claim, mortgage, etc., on 
property, [f. OF cncombrance (as prec., 
see -ance)] 

encum'brancer, n. One who has an 
encumbrance on another’s estate, [-er1] 

-ency, suf. f. L -entia, usu. denoting 
quality or state, not action; see -ance, 
-ancy, -CY. 

encyc'lic(al), aa. & nn. (Pope’s letter) for 
extensive circulation, [f. LL encyclicus, 
for -ius, f. Gk egkuklios (en-2 + kuklos 
circle)] 

encyclop(a)ed'|ia (-pe-), n. (pi. ~ias). 
Book giving information on all branches 
of knowledge or of one subject, usu. ar¬ 
ranged alphabetically; esp. the French 
~ia of Diderot, D’Alembert, and others; 
general course of instruction. Hence 
~ic(al) aa., ~ism(3), ~ist(3), nn. [mod. L, 
f. pseudo-Gk egkuklopaideia for egkuklios 
paideia all-round education (as prec., 
paideia f. paideud educate f. pais paidos 
boy)] 

encyst', v.t. Enclose in a cyst. Hence 
~A'TION, ~MENT, nn. [EN-1] 

end1, n. 1. Limit, as there is no ~ to it; 
extremity (of line etc.); II East, West, End 
(part of London); surface bounding a 
thing at either extremity, head of cask 
etc.; remnant, as candle ~s, odds db ~s; 
route’s ~, short piece bound at ~s with 
thread for flogging; shoemakers ~, length 
of thread armed with bristle. 2. Con¬ 
clusion (of period, action, state, book, 
etc.); latter part; destruction; death. 
3. Result, purpose, as to gain his ~s, to 
what ~ ?; object for which a thing exists, 
final cause. 4. Place on ~ (upright); turn 
~ for ~, reverse; world without ~, for 
ever; placed ~ to ~ (lengthwise, continu¬ 
ously); ~ on, with its ~ fronting one; no 
~, much, many, of; on ~, continuously 
(for three weeks oii ~); be at, come to, an 
~, be, become, exhausted or completed; 
in the ~, finally, after ail; at one’s wits’ 
~, quite perplexed; put an ~ to, stop, 
abolish; keep one’s ~ up, acquit oneself 
well in conversation, bargain, etc.; go (in) 
off the deep ~ (sc. of swimming-bath) fig., 
take risks, (also) lose one’s temper; make 
an ~ of, put a stop to; at a loose ~, un¬ 
occupied ; make both ~s meet, live within 
one’s income; is at the ~ of his tether, 
knows, can do, no more; ~-iron, movable 
plate changing size of grate in range; 
~ -paper, blank leaf pasted down on 

endorse 

boards or wrappers of book; ~-product, 
final product of a number of operations. 
[OE ende, OS endi, OHG enti, ON endir, 
Goth, andeis f. Gmc *andja-] 

end2, v.t. & i. Bring (action, speech, 
life, etc.) to an end; put an end to, de¬ 
stroy ; come to an end; ~ by doing, 
eventually do (will ~ by marrying a 
duke); result in; ~ up, conclude, finish. 
[OE endian (as prec.)] 

endam'age, v.t. = damage, [en-1] 
endan'ger (-j-), v.t. Cause danger to. 

[EN-1] 
endear', v.t. Render (person, thing, 

oneself) dear (to). Hence ~ingLY2 adv., 
~MENT n. [EN-1] 

endeav'our (-dever), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Try 
(to do); strive after. 2. n. Attempt (to do, 
at doing). [ME ; (n. f. vb) f. en-1 + devoir] 

endem'llc, a. & n. 1. Regularly found 
among (specified) people, in (specified) 
country. 2. n. ~ic disease. Hence 
~ically adv., endemi'ciTY n. [f. F 
endemique f. Gk en-2 + demos people + -ic; 
cf. epidemic] 

enddbm'llc, a. Acting on the skin. Hence 
~ICALLY adv. [EN - 2 + DERM + -IC ] 

end'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp. latter part 
(of word, story, etc.), [-ing1] 

en'dive, n. Species of chicory, with 
curled leaves, used as salad. [ME, f. OF 
f. LL endivia f. L intibus, -um, Gk 
entubon ] 

end'less, a. Infinite; eternal; incessant; 
(Mech.) ~ band, cable, chain (with ends 
joined for continuous action over wheels 
etc.). Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [OE 
endeleas, see end1 and -less] 

en'do- (before a vowel end-), comb, form 
of Gk endon within, as; ~card'ium, lining 
membrane of heart; ~cardit'is, inflam¬ 
mation of this; ~carp, inmost layer of 
pericarp; ~mme, inner surface of skull; 
~crine, secreting internally, ductless, of 
the~crine glands, [Gk krino sift]; ~derm, 
inner layer of blastoderm; ~gamous, 
~gamy, (-5g'-), (of) marrying within the 
tribe; ~pen, plant that develops wood in 
interior of stem; ~genous (-0j~), growing 
from within; ~lymph, fluid in membran¬ 
ous labyrinth of ear; r-metrit'is, ~meV- 
rium, (inflammation of) lining membrane 
of womb; ~morph, mineral enclosed 
in another; ~pa'rasite, internal parasite; 
~plasm, ~sarc, inner soft layer of proto¬ 
plasm; ~scope, instrument for viewing 
internal parts of body; ~sk<tl’eton, in¬ 
ternal framework of vertebrates; ^smose 
(-6z'm-), ~smos'is (-6zm-), passage of a 
fluid inwards through a porous septum; 
~sperm, albumen enclosed with embryo 
in seeds; ~spore, inner coat of spore, 
spore formed in a case; ~thel'ium, layer 
of cells lining blood-vessels etc. 

enddrse', in-, v.t. Write on back of 
(document), esp. sign one’s name on back 
of (bill, cheque, etc.); write (explanation, 
comment, on back of document); ~ over, 
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make over one’s rights in (bill etc. to 
another person, also tig.); confirm (state¬ 
ment, opinion), (vulg. in advertisements) 
confirm advertiser’s praise of (—’s pills 
etc.); || motorist’s, publican’s, licence is 
~d, has record of offence written on the 
back. Hence ~ment (-sm-) n. [refash, on 
L; ME endosse f. OF endosser f. med. L 
n$(dorsare f. dorsum back)] 

endow', v.t. Bequeath, give, permanent 
income to (person, institution); invest 
(person) with (privileges etc.); furnish 
(person) with (ability etc.; esp. in p.p.). 
Hence ~ment n. (~mcnf assurance, pay¬ 
ment of a fixed sum to an insured person 
on attaining an agreed age, or to his or her 
estate if death occurs earlier). [ME, f. AF 
endouer f. en-1 + OF douer f. L dotare (as 
DOWER)] 

endue', in-, v.t. Put on (clothes etc., 
also fig.); clothe (person) with; (usu. 
pass.) furnish (person with qualities etc.). 
[ME, f. OF enduire f. L v$(ducere lead, 
draw), associated in sense w. induere put 
on (clothes)] 

endur'ance, n. Habit, power, of enduring; 
enduring. [OF, see -ance] 

endur|e', v.t. & i. Undergo (pain etc.); 
submit to; bear (to do, esp. w. neg.); last. 
Hence ~'able a., ~'ingLY2 adv., ~'ing- 
ness n. [ME, f. OF endurer f. L in (durare 
harden f. durvs)] 

end'ways, -wise, (-z), adv. With the end 
turned towards the spectator or upper¬ 
most or foremost; end to end. [-ways, 
-wise] 

-ene, suf. forming names of hydrocarbons, 
as benzene, camphene. 

en'ema (or Ine-), n. Injection of liquid or 
gaseous substance into the rectum; the 
syringe used. [LL, f. Gk in&ma f. eniemi 
inject] 

en'emy, n. & a. 1. Hostile person; oppon¬ 
ent (of, to, another); the E~, the Devil; 
member of hostile army or nation; hostile 
force or ship; (colloq.) how goes the 
what is the time? 2. adj. Of, or belonging 
to, the ~ (~ ships, aircraft, alien; de¬ 
stroyed by ~ action). [ME, f. OF enemi f. L 
in 2(imicus = amicus friend) 1 

energet'lic, a. & n. Strenuously active; 
forcible, vigorous; powerfully operative; 
(n. pi.) science of energy. Hence ~ically 
adv. [f. Gk energetikos f. en\ergeo f. 
ergon work), see -ic] 

en€r'gic, a. (rare). = prec. [f. energy -f 
-ic] 

en'ergize, -ise (-iz), v.t. & i. Infuse 
energy into (person, work); be in active 
operation, [-ize] 

endrgum'en, n. Demoniac; enthusiast, 
fanatic, [f. LL f. Gk energoumenos (pass, 
part., see energetic)] 

en'ergy> n. I. Force, vigour, (of speech, 
action, person, etc.); active operation; 
(pi.) individual powers in exercise, as 
devote your energies to this; (latent) 
ability. 2. (phys.). Actual, kinetic, motive, 

~, a body’s power of doing work by virtue 
of its motion (half product of mass into 
square of velocity); potential, static, latent, 
~, body’s power of doing work by virtue 
of stresses resulting from its relation to 
other bodies; conservation of ~ ; mass ~, 
~ which all bodies possess in virtue of 
their mass (half product of mass into 
square of velocity of light), and of which 
a small portion is released (as radiations 
etc.) in radio-activity and other types of 
atomic disintegration, [f. LL f. Gk ener- 
geia f. en\erges f. ergon work)] 

en^rv'ate1, a. Wanting in (physical, 
moral, literary, artistic) vigour, [f. L 
e(nervare f. nervus sinew), see -ate2] 

en'ervjate2, v.t. Weaken (physically etc. 
as prec.). So ~a'tion n. [as prec., 
-ATE3] 

enface', v.t. Write, print, stamp (form 
of words) on bill etc.; do this to (bill etc.). 
Hence ~ment (-sm-) n. [en-1] 

en famille (ahn fame'ye), adv. At home, 
among one’s family. [F] 

enfant terrible (see Ap.), n. Child who 
asks awkward questions, repeats what he 
has heard, etc. [F] 

enfee'ble, v.t. Make feeble. Hence 
~ment (-bdm-) n. [ME, f. OF en1 (feblir 
as FEEBLE)] 

enfeoff' (-fCf), v.t. Invest (person) with 
fief; (fig.) hand over. [ME, f. AFenfeoffer, 
OF enfeffe.r (fief)] 

enfeoff'ment ( fbf ), n. Enfeoffing; docu¬ 
ment effecting this; fief, [-ment] 

en fete (ahh fat), adv. & pred. a. Engaged 
in, attired etc. for, holiday-making. [F] 

enfett'er, v.t. Bind in fetters (lit. & fig.); 
enslave (person to), [en-1] 

enfilade', n., & v.t. 1. Fire from guns etc. 
sweeping line of works or men from end 
to end. 2. v.t. Subject (troops, road, etc.) 
to ~. [(vb f. n.) F, f. en\fller f. fit thread), 
see -ape] 

enfold', in-, v.t. Wrap up (person etc. in, 
with); clasp, embrace; shape into folds. 
[EN-1] 

enforce', v.t. Urge, press home, (argu¬ 
ment, demand); impose (action, conduct, 
upon person etc.); compel observance of 
(law etc.). Hence or cogn. ~able a., 

1—'dLY2 (-sSd-) adv., ~ment (-sm-) n. [ME, 
f. OF enforcier f. Rom. *infortiare f. fortis 
strong ] 

enframe', v.t. Set (picture etc.) in frame; 
serve as frame to. [en- 1 ] 

enfran'ch|ise (-z), v.t. Set free; invest 
(town) with municipal rights, || esp. that 
of representation in parliament; admit 
(person) to electoral franchise. Hence 
~iseMENT (-zm-) n. [f. obs. F en 1(franchir 
f. franc frank a.), see -ish2] 

engagle' (-n-g-), v.t. & i. 1. Bind by con¬ 
tract or promise (esp. of marriage, as 
~ed couple). 2. Hire (servant); bespeak 
(seats, cab, etc.). 3. Pledge oneself (to do, 
that); ~e for, guarantee, promise. 4. 
Induce; attract, charm, (esp. in part.), 

5813 O 
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whence ~'ingLY2 adv. 5. (archit.). 
Fasten (pillar) into wall; interlock (thing 
with another). 6. Hold fast (attention); 
employ busily (usu. pass.). 7. Embark in 
(politics etc.). 8. Bring (troops) into con¬ 
flict; enter into conflict with (also with). 
Hence ~e'MENT (-jm-) n. [f. F en\gager 
f. GAGE1)] 

en gargon (see Ap.), adv. & pred. a. As 
a bachelor, unmarried. [F] 

engall'and (-n-g-), v.t. Put a garland 
upon; wreathe (with flowers etc.), [en-1] 

engen'der (-j-), v.t. Beget (now only fig.); 
(of situation, condition, etc.) bring about. 
[ME, f. OF engendrer f. L in(generare 
GENERATE) ] 

en'gine (-j-), n., & v.t. 1. Mechanical 
contrivance consisting of several parts; 
= steam-~; fire-~ ; machine, instrument, 
used in war; instrument, means; II ~- 
-driver (of esp. locomotive); ~-lathe 
(worked by machinery); -—turning, en¬ 
graving of symmetrical patterns on 
metals by machine. 2. v.t. Fit (ship etc.) 
with ~(s). [(vb f. n.) f. OF engin f. L 
ingenium (see ingenious)] 

engineer'1 (-j ), n. 1. One who designs & 
constructs military works; soldier of 
branch of army called E~s, trained to 
engineering. 2. (Also civil ~) one who 
designs works of public utility, bridges, 
canals, gas-works, etc.; maker of engines. 
3. One who has charge of engine; 
’engine-driver. Hence ~smp n. [ME, f. 
OF engigneor f. med. L ingenialorem 
(ingeniare, as engine, see -OR); ending 
later assim. to -eer] 

engineer'3 (-j-), v.i. & t. Act as engineer; 
construct, manage, (bridge, work, etc.) 
as engineer; (colloq.) arrange, contrive, 
bring about, [f. prec. ] 

en'ginery (-j-), n. Engines; machinery 
(often fig.), [-ery] 

engfr'd(le) (-n-g-), w.t. Surround with 
or as with girdle, [en-1] 

II Eng'lander (Ingg-), n. Little ~, one 
opposed to imperial policy, [-er1] 

Eng'lish1 (ingg-), a. & n. 1. Of England; 
the ~ (people, soldiers, etc.); ~ma», 
~woman, one who is ~ by birth, descent, 
or naturalization. 2. Of, written or 
spoken in, the ~ language. 3. n. The ~ 
language (also the king’s, queen’s, ~, as 
mishandle the queen’s ~); Old ~, (ending 
about 1150), Middle ~ (ending 1500); in 
plain ~, in plain words. 4. Size of type ; 
Early ~ style. [OE englisc, senglisc, OS 
engclsch, MHG engel(i)sch, ON enskr f. 
Gmc *anglisko (*angli- angle3)] 

II english3 (ingg-), v.t. (arch., affected). 
Render into English, [f. prec. ] 

engorge', v.t. Devour greedily; (pass.) 
be crammed, (Path.) be congested with 
blood. Hence ~MENT (-jm-) n. [f. F en-1 
(gorger gorge) ] 

engraft', in-, (-ah-), v.t. Insert (scion of 
one tree into, upon, another); implant 
(principles etc. in the mind etc.); incor¬ 

porate (thing into another); add (adventi¬ 
tious thing upon), [en-1] 

engrail', v.t. Indent the edge of, give 
serrated appearance to, (esp. Her.). [ME, 
f. OF enlgresler f. grcsle hail] 

engrain', in-, v.t. Cause (dye etc.) to 
sink deeply into a thing (usu. fig.); (p.p., 
cf. ingrained) inveterate, as an ~ed 
rogue. [ME, f. OF engrainer dye in grain 
(ien graine); see grain ] 

Engrave', v.t. Inscribe, ornament, (hard 
surface with incised marks); carve (figures 
etc. upon surface); (fig.) impress deeply 
(upon memory etc.); cut (figures etc.) in 
lines on metal plates for printing, [en- 1 + 
GRAVE2] 

engrav'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp. copy of 
picture etc. from engraved plate, [-ing1] 

engross', v.t. Write (document) in large 
letters; express in legal form; (hist.) buy 
whole stock of (com etc.) so as to get 
monopoly; monopolize (conversation 
etc.); absorb (person, his attention, time, 
etc.; esp. in p.p. ~ed in subject etc.). 
Hence ~hent n. [ME ; (1) f. AF en 1grosser 
(grosse f. med. L grossa large writing); 
(2) f. phr. in gross wholesale] 

engulf', in-, v.t. Plunge into, swallow up 
(as) in, a gulf. Hence ~ment n. [en- 2] 

enhance' (-hah-, -ha-), v.t. Heighten, 
intensify, (qualities, powers, etc.); exag¬ 
gerate; raise (price). Hence ~ment 
(-hahnsm-) n. [ME, f. AF enhauncer prob. 
alt. f. OB’ enhancer f. Rom. ’in(altiare 
f. altus high)] 

enhfurnon'lic, a. (mus.). Of, having, in¬ 
tervals smaller than semitone (esp. such 
intervals as that between G sharp & A 
flat). Hence ~ically adv. [f. LL f. Gk 
en 2armonikos (harmonia harmony, see -IC) ] 

enig'ma, n. Riddle; puzzling person or 
thing. Hence or cogn. Snigmat'ic(AL) 
aa., Snigmat'icalLY2 adv., ~tiZE(3) v.t. 
[f. L f. Gk ainigma -malos f. ainissomai 
speak allusively (ainos fable)] 

enisle', in-, (-il), v.t. (poet.). Make into 
an isle; place on an isle; isolate, [en-1] 

enjamb'ment (-m-m-; or ahnzhahn- 
bmahn'), n. (pros.). Continuation of 
sentence beyond second line of couplet, 
[f. B’ enjambement f. EN \jamber f. jambe 
leg), see -ment] 

enjoin', v.t. Prescribe, impose, (action, 
conduct, on person); command (person 
to do); issue instructions (that); (Legal, 
esp. U.S.) prohibit by judicial order. 
[ME, f. OF enjoindre (st. -joign-) f. L 
in(jungere join)] 

enjoy', v.t. ~ oneself, experience pleasure; 
take delight in, whence ~able a., ~able- 
ness n., ~abLY2 adv.; have the use of 
(advantages etc.); experience, as ~ poor 
health. Hence ~ment n. [ME, f. OFen1- 
(joier f. joie JOY) give joy to, (refl.) enjoy; 
or f. OF ENl(joir f. L gaudere rejoice)] 

enkin'dle, v.t. Cause (flame, passions, 
war, etc.) to blaze up; inflame with pas¬ 
sion. [EN-1] 
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enlace', v.t. Encircle tightly; enfold; en¬ 
twine. Hence ~ment (-sm-) n. [ME, f. 
OF enlacieri. Rom. *inlaciare f. *lacius; 
see lace2] 

enlarge', v.t. & i. Increase, extend; 
widen, expand, (mind, heart, ideas); 
(arch.) release; grow larger; expatiate 
upon; (Photog.) reproduce, be capable 
of reproduction, on larger scale. Hence 
~ment (-jm-) n., (esp.) such photographic 
reproduction, enlfir'gER1 n., apparatus 
for enlarging or reducing negatives or 
positives. [ME, f. OF en Harger 
(LARGE)] 

6nlight'en (-it-), v.t. Instruct, inform, 
(person on subject); (poet.) shed light on 
(object), give light to (person); free (per¬ 
son) from prejudice or superstition (esp. 
in p.p.). Hence ~ment (-it-) n. [en-1-}- 

light n. +-EN6] 

enlink', v.t. Link together, connect 
closely, (with, to; lit. & fig.), [en-1] 

enlist', v.t. & i. Engage (t. & i.) for mili¬ 
tary service (*~ed man, private soldier); 
secure the co-operation or support of 
(persons, feelings, natural forces, sciences, 
etc., in enterprise etc.). Hence ~ment n. 
[EN-1] 

enliv'en, v.t. Animate, inspirit, (persons, 
feelings, trade, etc.); brighten (picture, 
scene), [en- 1 +life + -en6] 

en masse (ahn), adv. In a mass; all to¬ 
gether. [F] 

enmesh', v.t. Entangle in or as in a net. 
Hence enmesh'MENT n. [en-1] 

en'mity, n. Hatred; state of hostility. 
[ME,f. OFenemistiei. Rom. *inimicitalem 
(as enemy, see -ty) ] 

enn'ead, n. Set of nine (discourses, books, 
points), [f. Gk enneas nine, see -ad)] 

enno'ble, v.t. Make (person) a noble; 
make noble, elevate. Hence ~ment 

(-belm-) n. [f. F en1 noblir (noble)] 

ennui (5n'we, & see Ap.), n. Mental weari¬ 
ness from lack of occupation or interest. 
Hence~ED2 (bnwed'), enmiye (see Ap., 
fem. -6e, pi. -is, -6cs), aa. [F, f. L in odio, 
cf. annoy1] 

enorm'ity, n. Monstrous wickedness; 
crime, [f. F enormitt f. L enormitalem (as 
foil., see -ty)] 

enorm'ous, a. Huge, very large, as ~ 
beast, difference. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness 

n. [f. L ~E.(normis f. norma pattern, stand¬ 
ard) + -OUS] 

gn'osts, n. Union of Cyprus with Greece. 
[Gk henosis] 

enough' (enuf'), (poet.) enow', a., n., & 
adv. Not less than the required number, 
quantity, degree, as: (adj.) ive have apples 
~, ~ apples, beer ~, ~ beer, he made ~ 
noise (to justify supposition etc.), ~ noise 
to wake the dead, for his purpose; (n.) we 
have ~ of everything except beer, ~ of (stop) 
this folly, ~ / (say no more), ~ is as good 
as a feast, cry ‘ ~ ’ (acknowledge defeat), 
I have had ~ (am tired) of him, I had ~ to 
do (my work cut out) to catch the train, 
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you have done more than ~, ~ and to spare; 
(pred.; adj. or n.) five men are ~, five 
quarts is not ~; (adv.) it is boiled (fust) ~, 
he does not advertise ~, are you warm ~ ?, 
he does not ~ (usu. sufficiently) realize the 
difficulties, she sings well ~ (tolerably), 
you know well ~ (quite well) what I mean; 
oddly ~ (to justify the term oddly), he had 
lost his purse; sure ~ (to satisfy rational 
doubt), there it was. [OE gendg, OS gi-, 
OHG ginuog, ON gnogr, Goth, ganohs 
cogn. w. Gmc *-nah- in OE geneah it 
suffices ] 

enounce', v.t. Enunciate; pronounce 
(words). Hence ~ment (-sm-) n. [f. F 
inoncer (as enunciate) ] 

en passant (see Ap.), adv. By the way; 
(Chess) take (pawn that advances two 
squares at once) ~ (with your own pawn 
by which it could have been taken if it 
had advanced only one). [F] 

en pension. See pension. 
en prise (ahn prez), phr. (Chess). In a 

position to be taken. [F] 
II enquire, enquiry. See inquire, inquiry. 
enrage', v.t. Make furious (~d at, by, 
with), [f. F enlrager (rage)] 

cm rapport (ahn rapdrr'), adv. In touch 
(with). [F, see rapport] 

enrap'ture, v.t. Delight intensely, [en-1] 
enre'giment (-jm-), v.t. Form (men) into 
a regiment; discipline, [f. F EN'^ffi- 
menter f. rdgiment regiment)] 

en regie (ahn ragl), adv. In due form. [F] 
enrich', v.t. Make rich; add to contents 

of (collection, museum, book); make 
richer in quality, flavour, etc. Hence 
~MENT n. [ME, f. OF en \richir f. riche 
RICH)] 

enrobe', v.t. Put a robe upon, [en-1] 
enr51', -11, v.t. (-11-). Write name of (per¬ 

son) on list, esp. of army; incorporate 
(person) as member (in society etc.); 
enter (deed etc.) among rolls of court of 
justice; record, celebrate. Hence enrSl'- 
MENT n. [ME, f. OF EN ^roller f. rolle ROLL 

n.] 

en route (ahn root), adv. On the way (to, 
for, place etc. or abs.). [F] 

ens (enz), n. (pi. entia, pr. gn'shla). An 
entity (esp. as an abstract notion). [L, 
part, of esse be, suggested by absens; cf. 
ENTITY] 

|| En'sa (6-), n. Organization for enter¬ 
taining troops etc. [initials of Entertain¬ 
ments National /Service Association] 

ensam'ple, n. (arch.). = example. [ME, 
f. AF ensa(u)mple f. OF essemple example] 

ensang'uined (-nggwind), a. Blood¬ 
stained, bloody, (lit. & fig.) [EX-1-fL 
sanguis -inis blood-f-ED1] 

ensconce', v.t. Establish (oneself etc. in 
secret, safe, snug, etc., place), [en-1] 

ensemble (see Ap.), n. (Also tout ~) thing 
viewed as a whole; general effect; (Mus.) 
concerted passage in which all performers 
unite (good ~, performance of such 
passage in which all performers are in 
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tune & time with one another, with blend 
& balance of tone). [F] 

enshrine', v.t. Enclose (relic etc.) in 
shrine; serve as shrine for (precious thing, 
lit.&fig.). Hence ~ment (-nm-) n. [en-1] 

enshroud', v.t. Cover completely, hide 
from view. [EN-1] 

en'siform, a. Sword-shaped; ~ cartilage 
(appended to the sternum), [f. L ensis 
sword 4- -form ] 

en'sign (-in), n. 1. Badge (of office etc.); 
banner, flag, II esp. (Brit, naut.) white, 
blue, or red, flag with union in corner 
(white ~, of Royal Navy & Royal Yacht 
Squadron, blue ~, of naval reserve etc., 
re'd~, of merchant service). 2. Standard- 
-bearer (formerly, lowest commissioned 
officer of foot, cf. ancient2), whence ~cy 
(-in-) n. [ME, f. OF enseigne f. L insignia] 

en'silage, n., & v.t. Preservation of 
green fodder in silo or pit without drying; 
fodder thus preserved; (v.t.) treat (fod¬ 
der) by ~. [(vb f. n.) F (as foil., see -age)] 

ensile', v.t. Put (fodder) into a silo. [f. F 
ensiler f. Sp. en 1silar (silo) ] 

enslave', v.t. Make (person etc.) a slave 
(lit., or fig. to habit, superstition, etc.). 
Hence ^ment (-vm-) n. [en-1] 

enslav'er, n. In vbl senses, esp. woman 
by whose charms a man is enslaved. 
[-ER1] 

ensnare', v.t. Entrap (lit. & fig.), [en-1] 
ensoul' (-sol), in-, v.t. Infuse a soul into. 

[EN-1] 
ensphere', v.t. Encircle, enclose, [en-1] 
ensue', v.i. & t. Happen afterwards: re¬ 
sult (from, on); (Bibl.) seek after. [ME, f. 
OF ensuivrei. Rom. *m(sequere = L sequi 
follow) ] 

ensure' (-shoor), v.t. Make (person, thing) 
safe (against risks); make certain (thing, 
that it shall happen); secure (thing to, for, 
person etc.); (formerly)=insure. [f. AF 
en 1 seurer f. OF asseurer assure] 

enswathe' (-dh), v.t. Bind, wrap, in 
bandage (lit. & fig.). Hence ~ment 
(-dhm-) n. [en-1] 

-ent, suf. forming adjj. & nn., f. F -ent (or 
direct) f. L -entem, acc. of pres. part, 
(nom. -ens) in 2nd, 3rd, & 4th conjj. Also 
f. earlier (M)E & F wds in -ant, refash, 
(since 1500) after L -ent-; see -ant. 

entab'lature, n. (archit.). The part of an 
order above the column, including archi¬ 
trave, frieze, & cornice, [f. It. intavola- 
tura f. in(tavolare f. lavola table), see -ure] 

enta'blement (-belm-), n. Horizontal 
platform(s) supporting statue, above 
dado & base. [F, f. en Habler (table), see 
-MENT ] 

entail'1, n. Settlement of succession of 
landed estate so that it cannot be be¬ 
queathed at pleasure; estate so secured; 
(fig.) inalienable inheritance (of qualities, 
beliefs, etc.). [ME ; f. foil. ] 

entail'2, v.t. Settle (land etc.) as in prec.; 
bestow (thing) as inalienable possession 
(on person); impose (expense, labour, on 

enterprise 

person); necessitate. Hence ~ment n. 
[ME; en^+tail2] 

entang'le (-nggl), v.t. Catch in snare or 
among obstacles; involve (person etc.) in 
difficulties; make (thing) tangled or 
intricate (lit. & fig.). Hence ~ment 
(-nggelm-) n., (also, Mil.) barrier erected 
to impede the enemy’s progress (esp. one 
formed of stakes and interlaced barbed 
wire), [en-1] 

en'tasis, n. (archit.). Slight convexity of 
a column shaft (introduced to correct the 
visual illusion of concavity). [Gk, f. 
enleino to stretch ] 

entel'echy (-ki), n. (philos.). Realization, 
the becoming or being actual of what was 
potential, developed perfection, (Aris¬ 
totle defines the soul, the Form or of an 
organized body); what gives perfection, 
informing spirit, [f. LL f. Gk enlelekheia 
(en telci ekhein to be in perfection)] 

entell'us, n. (Also ~ monkey) the sacred 
Indian bearded monkey, [proper name 
(Virg. Aen. v. 437-72)] 

entente (see Ap.), n. (diplom.). Friendly 
understanding between States; group of 
States in such relation; cordiale, of 
Gt Britain & France 1904; the (Triple) E~, 
of these with Russia 1908. [F, = under¬ 
standing] 

en'ter, v.i. & t. 1. v.i. Go, come, in, 
(into place, room, etc., or abs.); (3rd pers. 
imperat. as stage direction) come upon 
stage, as Macbeth; ~ into, engage in 
(conversation, relations, agreement, in¬ 
quiry, etc.), sympathize with (person’s 
feelings etc.), form part of (calculations, 
plans, etc.), bind oneself by (recogniz¬ 
ances, treaty, contract); ~ (up)on, as¬ 
sume possession of (property), begin 
(process etc.), begin to deal with (subject). 
2. v.t. Go, come, into (place etc.); 
penetrate (flesh etc.); become member of 
(army, church, etc.); give initial training 
to (dog), break in (horse); write (name, 
details, etc., in list, book, etc.); record 
name of (person) as competitor for (con¬ 
test, race, etc.; also intr., announce one¬ 
self as competitor); ~ an appearance, 
show oneself at a meeting etc.; (of 
minority in deliberative body, || esp. 
House of Lords) ~ a protest, record it in 
journals or minutes, make it; admit, 
procure admission for, (pupil, member of 
a society); ~ up, complete series of en¬ 
tries in (account-books etc.). Hence 
~able a. [ME, f. OF entrer f. L intrare 
(intra within)] 

ente'ric, a. & n. Of the intestines; ~ 
(fever), typhoid. So enteriT'is n. [f. Gk 
enterikos (enteron intestine, see -ic) ] 

en'tero- (before a vowel en'ter-), comb, 
form of Gk enteron intestine, as ~H<e, 
stony concretion of stomach etc., ~lomy 
(-5t-) cutting open intestine, 

enterprise (-z), n. Undertaking, esp. 
bold or difficult one; courage, readiness, 
to engage in ~s, as he has no ~. [ME, f. 
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OF entreprise f. entreprendre(entre between 
w + prendre take f. L pre(he)ndere)] 
en'terprlsing (-z-), a. Showing enter¬ 
prise. Hence ~ly2 adv. [part, of arch, 
vb enterprise (f. prec.)] 

entertain', v.t. Maintain (correspon¬ 
dence, discourse); amuse, occupy agree¬ 
ably, (person etc., often iron.), whence 
~ing2 a., ~ingLY2 adv.; receive hospit¬ 
ably (~ angels unawares, see Ilcb. xiii. 2; 
also abs., as they ~ a great deal); harbour, 
cherish, welcome or consider, (idea, 
feeling, proposal), [f. F entretenir f. Rom. 
‘inter(tenere hold)] 

entertain'ment, n. In vbl senses, esp.: 
amusement, as much to my ~; public per¬ 
formance or show (|| ~ tax, one levied on 
attendance at these), [-ment] 

enthral(l)'(-awl), v.t. (-11-). Enslave (usu. 
fig.); charm. Hence enthral'MENT (-awl-) 
n. [en-1] 

enthrSne', v.t. Place (king, bishop, etc.) 
on throne, esp. as formal induction (also 
fig.). Hence ~ment (-nm-) n. [c. 1600, 
replacing enthronize (foil.)] 

enthroniza'tion, n. Enthronement (lit. 
& fig.), [f. ME en-, intronise f. OF intro- 
niser f. LL (in-) f. Gk 'E82(thronizo as 
THRONE, -ize)] 

enthuse' (-z), v.i. (colloq.). Show en¬ 
thusiasm, gush, [back formation on foil. ] 

enthu'siasm (-zi-), n. Ardent zeal (for, 
about, an object, cause, etc.), [f. LL f. Gk 
cnthousiasmos f. enthousiazo f. EN2(ffteos 
god) possessed by a god] 

enthus'iast (-zi-), n. One who is full of 
enthusiasm (for cause etc.), whence ~ic 
a., ~ically adv., (-zias-); visionary, self- 
-deluded person, [f. LL f. Gk enthousiastes 
(as prec.)] 

en'thymeme, n. (logic). Syllogism in 
which one premiss is suppressed, [f. L f. 
Gk enthumema f. EitHhumeomai consider 
(thumos mind)] 

entice', v.t. Allure (person etc. from place, 
course of conduct, etc., into another; to 
do). So ~ment (-sm-) n. [ME, f. OF en1- 
ticier prob. lit. set on fire (L titio fire¬ 
brand) ] 

entire', a. & n. Whole, complete; not 
broken or decayed; not castrated; un¬ 
qualified, as ~ affection', mere, as an ~ 
delusion; all of one piece, continuous; 
pure, unmixed; (n., hist., II & on inn- 
-signs) blend of former ale, beer, & two¬ 
penny. Hence ~ness (-irn-) n. [ME, f. 
OF entier f. L in\teger, f. tag-, tangere 
touch)] 

entire'ly (-fill), adv. Wholly; solely, 
[-1.Y2] 

entire'tly (-irti), n. Completeness, esp., 
in its ~y; sum total (of); (Law) possession 
by ~ies (undivided), [f. OF entierete f. L 
integritalem (as entire, see -ty)] 

fenti'tle, v.t. Give (book etc.) the title of 
(Adam Bede etc.); give (person) the title 
of (sultan etc.); (of circumstances, quali¬ 
ties, etc.) give (person etc.) a claim (to a 

thing, to do). [ME, f. OF enlileler f. LL in- 
(titulare, as title)] 

en'tity, n. A thing’s existence, as opp. to 
its qualities or relations; thing that has 
real existence. So en'titATiVE a. [f. F 
entitt or med. L entitas, see ens, -ty] 

en'to-, comb, form of Gk entos within, as 
-pa'rasile, -zo'on, internal parasite, -phyle, 
plant growing inside a plant or animal, 

entomb' (-dom), v.t. Place in tomb (lit. & 
fig.); servo as tomb for. Hence —ment 
(-oom-m-) n. [f. OF en dumber (as tomb)] 

entoin'ic, a. Of insects, [as foil. +-ic] 
entomo- in comb. Insect, as: ~llle (-0m-), 
fossil insect, ~phagous (-<5f-), insect- 
-eating, —'philous (-5f-), (Bot.) fertilized 
by means of insects, ~tomy (-6t-), insect 
anatomy, [f. Gk en(<otoos f. temno cut) 

^cut up, in neut. pi. = insects] 
entomol'ogly, n. Study of insects. Hence 
entomolo'gicAL a., ~ist n., ~ize v.i. [f. 
F ENTOMO(fof7-ie -LOGY)] 

entourage (see Ap.), n. Surroundings; 
attendant persons. [F] 

en-tout-cas (ahn too kah), n. Umbrella- 
-sunshade; kind of hard lawn-tennis court. 
[F, lit. in any case] 

entr’acte (see Ap.), n. (Performance in) 
interval between acts of play. [F] 

en'trails (-z), n. pi. Bowels, intestines; 
(fig.) inner parts (of the earth etc.). [ME, 
f. OF enlraiMes f. med. L intralia alt. f. L 
interanea (neut. pi.) f. inter among] 

entrain', v.t. & i. Put (esp. troops), get, 
into a train. [EN-1] 

entramm'el, v.t. (-11-). Entangle, ham¬ 
per. [EN- 1 ] 

en'trance1, n. Coming or going in; 
coming of actor upon stage; entering into, 
upon (office etc.); right of admission; (in 
full ~ fee) fee paid on admission to club, 
school, etc.; door, passage, etc., one 
enters by. [OF (as enter, -ance)] 

entrance'2 (-ah-), v.t. Throw into a 
trance; overwhelm (with joy, fear); carry 
away as in trance (from, to). Hence — 
ment (-ahnsm-) n. [en-1] 

en'trant, n. One who enters room, pro¬ 
fession, etc., or for (race etc.). [F, part, 
as ENTER] 

entrap', v.t. (-pp-). Catch in or as in 
trap; beguile (person to destruction etc., 
into doing), [f. OF en\traper trap1)] 

entreat', v.t. (Also ~ of) ask (person) 
earnestly (to do, that), whence ~ingLY2 

adv.; (Bibl.) evil ~, treat ill. [ME, f. OF 
en ^(trailer treat)] 

entreat'y, n. Earnest request, [prec. + 
-Y*] 

entrechat (6'ntreshah), n. Striking to¬ 
gether of the heels several times during 
leap from ground, in dancing. [F, f. It. 
(capriolo,) intrecciata complicated (caper)] 

entrecote (o'ntrekot), n. (cookery). Steak 
cut off the ribs. [F] 

entree (d'ntra, <fr see Ap.), n. Right, privi¬ 
lege, of admission; || made dish served be¬ 
tween fish & joint. [F, = entry] 
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entremets (see Ap.), n. A side dish or 
dainty. [F] 

entrench', in-, v.t. & i. Surround (post, 
army, town) with trench (also fig., esp., 
oneself)-, (rarely) encroach, trespass, 
upon. Hence ~ment n. [en-1] 

entre nous (see Ap.), ady. Between you 
& me. [F] 

entrepot (see Ap.), n. Storehouse for 
deposit; commercial centre for import & 
export, collection & distribution. [F] 

entrepreneur (ahiitreprcner'), n. Person 
in effective control of commercial under¬ 
taking ; contractor acting as intermediary. 
[F] 

entresol (see Ap.), n. Low storey between 
first & ground floor. [F ] 

en'tropy, n. (phys.). Measure of the un¬ 
availability of a system’s thermal energy 
for conversion into mechanical work. [f. 
G enlropie f. en-2 + Gk trope transforma¬ 
tion, after energie energy] 

entrust', in-, v.t. Charge (person) with 
(duty, object of care); confide (duty, per¬ 
son, thing, its safety, to person), [en-1] 

en'try, n. 1. Coming or going in; cere¬ 
monial entrance; (Law) taking posses¬ 
sion ; place of entrance, door, gate, lobby, 
mouth of river. 2. Registration in records, 
account-books, etc.; item so entered; 
bookkeeping by double, single, ~ (in which 
each item is entered twice, once, in 
ledger); list of competitors for race etc. 
[ME entrefe) f. OF entree f. Rom. *intrata 
(as ENTER, -Y4)] 

entwine', in-, v.t. Interweave (lit. & 
fig.); wreathe (thing with, about, round, 
another); embrace, [en-1] 

entwist', in-, v.t. Clasp with, form into, 
a twist; twist (thing) in with (another). 
[EN-1] 

enuc'lelate, v.t. Explain, clear up; (Surg.) 
extract (tumour etc.) from shell etc. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [f. L E(nucleare f. 
NUCLEUS)] 

enum'erjate, v.t. Count; specify (items). 
Hence or cogn. ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn., 
~ativE a. [f. L -E(numerare number2)] 

entin'cilate (-shl-), v.t. Express definitely 
(proposition, theory); proclaim; pro¬ 
nounce (words). So ~a'tion (-si-), ~atOR 

(-shi-), nn., ~atiVE (-sho-) a. [f. L 
E(nunliare announce f. nuntius messen¬ 
ger), -ATE3] 

enure', v.i. (& t.). See inure. 

enures'is, n. (path.). Incontinence of 
urine, [f. Gk enoureo urinate in (en-2 + 
ouron urine) ] 

envel'op, v.t. Wrap up (person, thing, 
subject, etc., in. garment, flames, clouds, 
mystery, or w. flame etc. as subject); 
(MU.) effect the surrounding of (enemy). 
Hence ~ment n. [ME envolupe f. OF 
envoluper f. en-1 as develop] 

en'velope (or 6n-), n. Wrapper, covering, 
(lit. & fig.), esp. folded & gummed cover 
of letter, [f. F enveloppe (as prec.)] 

enven'om, v.t. Put poison on or into 

(weapon, air, etc.); infuse venom into 
(feelings, words, actions); corrupt (mind 
etc.). [ME -im, f. OF en\venimer as 
VENOM)] 

en'viab|le, a. Calculated to excite envy 
(said of desirable thing or its possessor). 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. envy v. +-able] 

en'vious, a,. Full of envy; feeling envy of 
(person, thing). Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, 
f. AF envious, OF -eus, f. L invidiosus (as 
envy1, see -ous)] 

envir'on, v.t. (Of persons or things) 
form a ring, be stationed, round; sur¬ 
round (person, place, etc.) hostilely, pro¬ 
tectively, as attendants, etc.; surround 
(person, thing, with others). [ME, f. OF 
environer f. adv. as environs] 

envir'onment, n. Surrounding; sur¬ 
rounding objects, region, or circum¬ 
stances. [-MENT] 

envfr'ons (-z; or Cn'vironz), n. pi. District 
surrounding town etc. [17th c. f. F, f. OF 
environ (n. f. adv.) f. viron circuit, neigh¬ 
bourhood, f. virer veer] 

envis'age (-z-), v.t. Look in the face of; 
face (danger, facts); contemplate, esp. 
under particular aspect. Hence ~ment 
(-jm-) n. [f. F EN 1visager (visage)] 

en'voy1, n. (arch.). (Author’s parting 
words, esp.) short stanza concluding cer¬ 
tain arch, forms of poem (also -oi). [ME, 
f. OF f. envoiier send (en voie on the way 
f. L via)] 

en'voy2, n. Messenger, representative; 
esp. minister plenipotentiary, ranking 
below ambassador & above chargi 
d’affaires. Hence ~smp n. [f. F envoyi, 
p.p. as prec., loss of -t as in assign2] 

en'vy1, n. Grudging contemplation (of 
more fortunate persons, of, at, their ad¬ 
vantages, or abs.; often playfully); ob¬ 
ject, ground, of this, as she, her poodle, is 
the ~ of Bath. [ME, f. OF envie f. L 
invidia f. invidus f. in(videre see) envy] 

en'vy2, v.t. Feel envy of, as I ~ him, ~ his 
impudence, ~ him his impudence. [ME, f. 
OF envier f. med. L invidiare (invidia 
ENVY1)] 

enwind', v.t. (Of thing) wind itself rotmd 
(another), [en-1] 

enwomb' (-bom), v.t. Enclose (as) in 
womb, [en-1] 

enwrap', in-, v.t. (-pp-). Wrap, enfold, 
(in; lit. & fig.), [en-1] 

enwreathe' (-dh), v.t. Surround as or (as) 
with wreath; intertwine, [en-1] 

enzoot'ic, a. & n. (Disease) regularly 
affecting cattle etc. in a particular district 
or at a particular season, [f. en-2, Gk 
zoion animal, -ic] 

en'zyme, n. (chem.). An organic catalyst 
formed by living cells but not depending 
on their presence for its action, [f. G 
enzym, f. en-2 -t-Gk zume, see zymosis] 

E'ocene (e-), a. (geol.). Of the lowest divi¬ 
sion of Tertiary strata, [f. Gk eos dawn + 
kainos new] 

eolith'ic, a. Of the period preceding the 
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PALAE.olithic age. [Gk eds dawn, lilJios 
stone] 

eon. See aeon. 
e'osin, n. Red fluorescent dye-stuff used 
(esp.) in microscopy and colour-photo¬ 
graphy [f. Gk eds dawn +-in] 

-eous, suf. = L -eus+-ous, forming adjj. 
meaning ‘ of the nature of as ligneous 
like wood; in righteous, courteous, gorge¬ 
ous, -eous is a corruption of another suf.; 
bounteous, duteous result from the addi¬ 
tion of -ous to another suf. 

eozo'ic, a. (geol.). (Of strata) showing the 
earliest indications of animal life. [Gk 
eds dawn, z6ion animal) 

ep- in comb. = epi- before unaspirated 
vowels. 

ep'act, n. Age of moon on Jan. 1; excess 
of solar over lunar year. [f. F Apacte f. 
LL f. Gk epaktai f. Ei>(<i£rd bring) inter¬ 
calate ] 

ep'arch (-k), n. Governor, bishop, of an 
eparchy, [f. Gk ep(arkhos ruler)] 

ep'archy (-k-), n. Subdivision of modern 
Greece; diocese in Russian (Greek) 
Church, [f. Gk eparkhia (as prec., see -Y*) ] 

epaule'ment (-awlm-), n. (fortif.). Breast¬ 
work (esp. as flank protection). [F, f. 
Apavler protect with ~, f. Apaule (as 
foil.)] 

ep'aulet(te) (-pol-), n. Ornamental shoul¬ 
der-piece of uniform; (of private soldier) 
win his ~s, earn promotion to rank of 
oflicer. [f. F Epaulette dim. of Apaule 
shoulder f. L spatula] 

6pee (apa/), n. The sharp-pointed duel¬ 
ling-sword, used (blunted) in fencing. 
[F, = sword] 

epeirogen'esis (-pfr-), n. (geol.). Process 
of making continents, [f. Gk epeiros 
mainland, genesis] 

epen'thesis, n. Insertion of a letter or 
sound within a word. Hence epenthet'ic 
a. [Gk] 

epergne (8p<5rn')s n. Centre ornament (esp. 
in branched form) for dinner-table to 
hold flowers or fruit, [orig. unkn.] 

epexegles'is, n. Additional, addition of, 
words to make meaning clear (e.g. 
‘ difficult to do ’). So ~et'lc(AL) aa., 
~et'icalLY2 adv. [Gk (ep--f exegesis)] 

eph-, pref. = epi- before h. 
ephebe', n. (Gk Ant.). Citizen aged 18 to 

20. [f. L f. Gk ephc&os Qiebe early man¬ 
hood)] 

ephem'era (pi. -ras), -eron (pi. -rons, -ra), 
nn. Insect living only a day; kinds of 
insects including mayfly; short-lived 
thing, [f. Gk ephemeros lasting only a day 
(hemera)] 

ephem'eral, a. (Of diseases) lasting only 
a day; (of insects, flowers, etc.) lasting 
a day or a few days; short-lived, transi¬ 
tory. Hence ~ity (-al-) n. [f. Gk as prec. 
+ -A1] 

ephem'erlis, n. (pi. ~rdes, pr. -C'ridez). 
Astronomical almanac or table. [LL f. 
Gk (-cm-), = calendar (as prec.)] 

eph'od, n. Jewish priestly vestment. 
[ME ; Heb., f. aphad put on] 

eph'or, n. One of five Spartan magistrates 
controlling the kings; (in mod. Greece) 

^overseer, [f. Gk EPHoros (horad see)] 
epi-, pref. = Gk epi upon, at, on the 
^ground of, in addition, 
ep'iblast, n. (biol.). Outermost layer of 
blastoderm, [f. EPl-+Gk blastos sprout, 
germ] 

ep'ic, a. & n. (Poem) narrating con¬ 
tinuously achievements of one or more 
heroes, a3 the Iliad, & Odyssey, fit for 
recital in an ~, of heroic type or scale; 
E~ dialect, form of Gk in which the ~ 
poems were written; national ~, poem of, 
any form, embodying nation’s conception 
of its past history. Hence ~al a., ~alLY2 
adv. [f. L f. Gk epikos (epos, -ic)] 

cpiced'ium, n. Funeral ode. [f. L f. Gk 
Ei’i(kedeion f. kedos care)] 

ep'Icene, a. & n. (Lat. & Gk Gram.) de¬ 
noting either sex without change of gen¬ 
der ; for, used by, both sexes; (person) 
with characteristics of both sexes, [f. LL 
f. Gk nvi(koinos common)] 

epicen'trum, -tre (-ter), nn. Point at 
which earthquake breaks out. [f. Gk 
epi(kentros a. as centre)] 

epicles'is, -kles'is, n. Invocation, esp. 
of the Holy Spirit to consecrate the ele¬ 
ments in the Eucharist. [Gk (epi-, kaleo 
call) ]_ 

ep'icur|e, n. One who is choice & dainty 
in eating & drinking. Hence ~ism (2) n. 
[f. med. L ejncvrus, appellative use of L 
f. Gk Epikouros Epicurus] 

epicure'an, a. & n. (Follower) of Epicu¬ 
rus, Athenian philosopher (300 B.c.) who 
taught that highest good was pleasure 
(i.e. practice of virtue) ; (person) devoted 
to pleasure, esp. refined sensuous enjoy¬ 
ment. Hence ~ism(3) n. [f. L epicureus 
(LL -mas) f. Gk Epikoureios (prec., -ean)] 

ep'icycle, n. (geom.). Small circle rolling 
on circumference of a greater. Hence 
epicyc'lic a. [ME, f. OF, or LL f. Gk 
Tsn(kuklos circle)] 

epicyc'loid, n. Curve traced by point in 
circumference of a circle rolling on ex¬ 
terior of another. Hence ~al (-oid-) a. 
[prec. + -oid] 

epideic'tic (-dik-), a. Meant for display, 
[f. Gk epideiktikos f. npi(deiknumi show), 
see -ic)] 

epidem'ic, a. & n. (Disease, lit. & fig.) 
prevalent among community at special 
time, cf. endemic. Hence ~al a., ~ah,Y2 
adv. [f. F iipiddmique f. ApidAmie f. LL f. 
Gk epidemia f. epidemios a. (demos 
people)] 

epidemiol'ogy, n. Science of epidemics. 
[f. Gk as prec., -logy] 

epid£rm'|is, n. Outer layer of skin of 
animals, cuticle; outer animal integu¬ 
ment of shell; true skin of plant below 
cuticle. Hence ~al, ~ic, ~oid, epiddk- 
moid'AL. aa. [LL,f. Gk Epidermis (derm)] 
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epidiascope, n. Optical lantern project¬ 
ing images of both opaque & transparent 
objects, [epi- -f dia- + -scope ] 

epigas'tr|ium, n. Part of abdomen im¬ 
mediately over stomach. Hence ~ic a. 
[LL, f. Gk Bingastrion (gasler stomach)] 

ep'igene, a. (Geol.) produced on sur¬ 
face of earth; (of crystal) chemically 
altered since its formation, [f. F ipig&ne 
f. Gk efi(<7ones born)] 

epigen'esis, n. Formation of organic 
germ as a new product; theory of ~ (that 
the germ is brought into existence, not 
merely developed, in process of repro¬ 
duction). [epi- ] 

epiglott'lis, n. Erect cartilage at root of 
tongue, depressed during swallowing to 
cover glottis. Hence ~ic a. [Gk epi- 
(glottis f. glotla tongue) ] 

ep'IgSne, n. One of a later (& less dis¬ 
tinguished) generation. [f. L f. Gk 
epigonos (epi- -froot of gignomai be born] 

ep'igram, n. Short poem ending in witty 
turn of thought; pointed saying or mode 
of expression. So epigrammat'ic a., 
epigrammat'iCALLY adv., epigrammt 
atisT(3) n., epigramm'atiZE(i, 2) v.t. 
& i. [f. F 6pigramme or L f. Gk epi- 
(:gramma, -GRAM)] 

ep'igraph (-ahf), n. Inscription on stone, 
statue, coin, etc., whence epigraph'ic a., 
cpig'raphiST (2), epig'raphY1, nn.; 
motto. [f. Gk mn(graphe f. grapho 
write) ] 

ep'ilepsy, n. Nervous disease in which 
patient falls to ground unconscious, with 
or without convulsions, [f. F 6pilepsie or 
LL f. Gk epilepsia f. epi(lambano take)] 

epilep'tlc, a. & n. Of epilepsy; (person) 
subject to epilepsy, [f. F dpileptique or 
LL f. Gk epileptikos (as prec.)] 

epil'ogist, n. Writer, speaker, of epilogue, 
[f. foil. +-IST] 

cp'ilogue (-g), n. Concluding part of 
literary work; speech, short poem, ad¬ 
dressed to spectators by actor at end of 
play; || (Radio) short religious service 
towards the end of some B.B.C. pro¬ 
grammes. [F, f. L f. Gk epi (logos speech)] 

epiph'any, n. Manifestation of Christ to 
the Magi; manifestation of a superhuman 
being. [ME; (1) f. OF epiphanie f. LL f. 
Gk epiphania (neut. pi. adj.) f. nvi(phaind 
show); (2) f. Gk epiphaneia manifesta¬ 
tion] 

epiphenom'enon, n. (med., philos.; pi. 
-ena). Secondary symptom, mere con¬ 
comitant of something else not regarded 
as its cause or result, [epi-, phenomenon ] 

ep'iphyte, n. Plant growing on (usu. not 
fed by) another; vegetable parasite on 
animal body. Hence epiphyt'AL, epi- 
phyt'ic, aa. [f. epi- + Gk phuton plant] 

Epir'ot (I-), n. Inhabitant of Epirus, [f. 
Gk epeirotes (epeiros, -ot2)] 

epis'copacy, n. Government of church by 
bishops; the ~, the bishops, [as episco¬ 
pate, -acy, after prelacy] 

epis'copal, a. Of bishop(s); ~ church, 
constituted on principle of prec. Hence 
~ism(3) n., ~ly2 adv. [f. F episcopal or 
LL episcopalis (as bishop, see -al)] 

episcopalian, a. & n. (Adherent) of epis¬ 
copacy; (member) of episcopal church. 
Hence ~ism(3) n. [f. L as prec. + -an ] 

epis'copate, n. Office, position, tenure, of 
bishop; the ~, the bishops, [f. LL episco- 
patus (episcopus bishop, see -ate1)] 

ep'isode, n. Part between two choric 
songs in Gk tragedy (orig. interpolation); 
incidental narrative or series of events. 
Hence episod'ic(Ai) aa., episod'icalLY2 
adv. [f. Gk ~E.veisodion f. eisodos entry (eis 
into +hodos way)] 

epispas'tic, a. & n. (med.). Blistering 
(plaster, substance), [f. LL f. Gk epispas- 
tikos f. EPi(spod draw), see -ic] 

epistemol'ogy, n. Theory of the method 
or grounds of knowledge, [f. Gk episteme 
knowledge + -0- -1- -logy ] 

epis'tle (-si), n. Letter (now only joe. 
of ordinary modern letters), esp. one of 
an apostle, part of the canon of Scripture; 
theE~, extract from apostolical ~ road in 
Communion service; literary work, usu. 
verse, in form of letter. [ME, f. OF f. L 
f. Gk epistole f. epi(stello send) ] 

epis'tolary, a. Of, carried on by, suited 
to, letters, [f. F epistolaire or L episto- 
laris (as prec., see -ary2)] 

epis'toler, n. (eccl.). Reader (cf. gospel¬ 
ler) of the Epistle, [f. OF epistolier or 
med. L epistolarius as prec., -er2 (2)] 

epis'trophe, n. (rhet.). Ending of several 
sentences or clauses with same word. 
[Gk EPi(s(rop/<e turning f. strepho)] 

ep'istyle, n. (arcbit.). = architrave, [f. 
L f. Gk EYi(stulion f. stulos pillar)] 

ep'itaph (-ahf), n. Words (supposed to be) 
inscribed on tomb. [ME, f. OF epitaphe or 
L f. Gk epi(taphion f. laplws tomb)] 

epithalam'lium, n. (pi. -iums, -ia). Nup¬ 
tial song or poem. Hence ~Ial, epitha- 
lam'ic, aa. [f. L f. Gk epi{thalamion f. 
lhalamos bride-chamber)] 

epithel'IIum, n. Tissue forming outer 
layer of mucous membrane; (Bot.) epi¬ 
dermis formed of young cells. Hence 
~ial a. [mod. L, f. epi- -f Gk thele teat] 

cp'ithet, n. Adjective expressing quality 
or attribute; significant appellation. 
Hence ~ic(al) aa., ~Icali.Y2 adv., (-6t-). 
[f. F ApitMte or L f. Gk epitheton f. 
TST>i(tilhemi place)] 

epit'om|e, n. Summary, abstract, of 
book; condensed account; (fig.) thing 
that represents another in miniature, as 
man, the world’s ~e. Hence ~ist(1) n., 
~ize(3) v.t. [f. L f. Gk epitome f. EPi((emno 
cut) abridge ] 

epizo'on, n. (pi. -oa). External parasite or 
commensal, [epi-, Gk zo(i)cm animal] 

ep'izoot'ic, a. & n. (Disease) temporarily 
prevalent among animals (cf. enzootic, 
epidemic), [prec., -ic] 

ep'och (-k), n. Beginning of era in history. 
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science, life, etc., as this made an~, an~- 
-making event; date; period in history or 
life marked by special events. Hence 
ep'ochAL (-k-) a. [f. med. L f. Gk epokhe 

^stoppage f. Er(ekho hold)] 
ep'ode, n. Form of lyric poem, used by 
Horace; third division of Greek choral 
ode (see strophe), [f. F Epode or L f. Gk 
epo(i)dos f. ep(a(i)do sing)] 

ep'onym, n. One who gives his name 
to a people, place, or institution. So 
epon'ymous a. [f. Gk Er(onumos f. 
onoma name) ] 

ep'opee, n. Epic poem or poetry, [f. F 
Epop&e f. Gk epopoiia (foil. +poieo make)] 

ep'os, n. Early unwritten epic poetry; 
epic poem. [L f. Gk epos word, song] 

epsil'on, n. Greek letter (E, e) S (cf. eta). 

[Gk (psilos bare)] 
Ep'som (o-), n. Town in Surrey; ~ salt(s), 
magnesium sulphate; (used for) race- 
-courso at~, principal race-meeting there 
held, including Derby and Oaks. 

e'qua|ble, a. Uniform, even, not easily 
disturbed. Hence ~isil'ity n., ~bLY2 adv. 
[f. L aequabilis (as equate, -bee)] 

e'qual1, a. & n. 1. The same in number, 
size, value, degree, etc. (to, with, or abs.), 
as ludce three is ~ to six, the totals are ~, 
talks French & Dutch with ~ ease, the two 
are ~ in ability; having strength, courage, 
ability, etc., adequate to (the occasion, a 
cup of tea, doing, etc.); uniform in opera¬ 
tion etc., as ~ laws', evenly balanced 
(fight etc.); ~ temperament. 2. n. Person 
~ to another in rank etc., as mix with 
your ~s, or in power etc., as he has no ~; 
(pi.) ~ things, as if ~s be added to ~s. 
[ME, f. L aequalis (aequus even, see -al)] 

e'qual2, v.t. (-11-). Be equal to (person, 
thing, in quality, number, etc.), [f. prec. ] 

equal'ity (-51-), n. Condition of being 
equal (between two or more; with person 
etc. in quality etc.; usu. abs.); is on an 
~ ivith, is on equal terms with. [ME, f. 
OF equalite f. D aequalitatem (as equal1, 

see -ty)] 

e'qualiz|e,-is|e(-iz), v.t. &i. Make (thing 
etc.) equal (to, with; (Footb. etc.) bring 
score to equality with opponent’s. Hence 
~a'tion n. [-IZE ] 

e'qually, adv. In an equal degree; in 
equal shares; uniformly. [-LY2] 

equanimity, n. Evenness of mind or 
temper; composure; resignation, [f. F 
Equanimity or L aequanimitas (aequus 
even + animus mind), see -TY] 

equate', v.t. State equality of (thing to, 
with, another); treat as equivalent, [f. L 
aequare (aequus equal), see -ate3] 

equa'tion, n. 1. Making equal, balancing, 
(of demand & supply etc.). 2. (Amount or 
process of) compensation for inaccuracy, 
as (Astron.) personal ~, allowance for 
individual slowness in noting phenomena 
(also fig.), ~ (difference between mean & 
apparent places) of the equinoxes. 3. 
(math.). Formula affirming equivalence of 

equip 

two expressions connected by the sign = . 
Hence ~al a., ~alLY2 adv., (-shon-). [f. 
L aequatio (as prec., see -ation)] 

equat'or, n. A great circle of the earth, 
equidistant from the poles; = equinoc¬ 
tial; magnetic ~, aclinic line. [ME, f. 
med. L (as prec., -or)] 

equatdr'ial, a. Of, near, the equator; ~ 
telescope (attached to axle revolving in 
direction parallel to plane of equator). 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [-ial] 

II e'querry (or Ikwg'rl), n. Officer of prince 
or noble charged with care of horses; 
officer of British royal household. [16th 
c. esquiry f. obs. F escurie stable (= med. 
L scura, scuria) peril, f. WG *skur shed; 
confused in E w. L equus horse] 

equest'rian, a. & n. 1. Of horse-riding; 
~ statue (of person on horse); (Bom. Ant.) 
of the order of Equites or ICnights. 2. n. 
Kider, performer, on horseback, [f. L 
equestris (eques horseman f. equus horse) 
+ -AN] 

equestrienne', n. Horsewoman; (esp.) 
female circus-rider. [pseudo-F, f. prec. 
with fern, suffix] 

equi- = L aequi-, comb, form of L aequus 
equal, as ~dng'ular (-ngg-), having equal 
angles. 

equidis'tant, a. Separated by equal 
distance(s). [f. F Equidistant f. LL aequi- 
dislantem (see equi- & distant)] 

equilat'eral, a. Having all the sides 
equal, [f. LL aequilateralis (see equi- & 
LATERAL)] 

equilib'r|ate, v.t. & i. Cause (two things) 
to balance; balance (t. & i.); counter¬ 
poise. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. LL acquili- 
brare, see -ate3] 

equil'ibrist, n. Rope-walker, acrobat. 
[f. F Equilibrists (iquilibre equilibrium)] 

equilibrium, n. State of balance (lit. & 
fig.); a body in stable ~ (tending to re¬ 
cover ~ after disturbance); neutrality of 
judgement etc. [L (equi-, libra balance)] 

equimultiple, n. (usu. pi.). Number 
having a common factor with another. 
[equi-] 

e'quine, a. Of, like, a horse, [f. L cquinus 
(equus horse, see -ink1)] 

equinoc'tial (-shal), a. & n. 1. Of equal 
day & night; ~ line, circle of celestial 
sphere whose plane is perpendicular to 
earth’s axis; happening at or near time of 

equinox, as ~ gales; at, near, the (terres¬ 
trial) equator. 2. n. ~ line, (pi.) ~ gales. 
[ME, f. OF, or L aequinociialis (as foil., 
see -al)] 

6'quinox, n. Time at which sun crosses 
equator & day & night are equal (vernal 
~, about March 20; autumnal ~, about 
Sep. 22 or 23); (pi.) two points at which 
sun crosses equator; precession of ~es. 
[ME, f. OF equinoxe or med. L equi- 
noxiurn for L aequinoctium (nox -ctis 
night, equi-)] 

equip', v.t. (-pp-). Furnish (ship, army, 
person, with requisites); provide (oneself 
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etc.) for journey etc. Hence ~ment n. 
[f. F tquiper, esq-, prob. f. ON skipa man 
(ship) f. skip ship ] 

e'quipagc, n. Requisites for an under¬ 
taking; outfit for journey etc.; carriage 
& horses with attendants, [f. F Equipage 
(as prec., -age)] 

e'quipoise (-z), n., & v.t. 1. Equilibrium 
(often fig.); counterbalancing thing. 
2. y.t. Counterbalance, hold (mind) in 
suspense, [eqci-] 

equipoll'lent, a. & n. Equal in power, 
force, etc.; practically equivalent; (n.) — 
ent thing. So ~ence, ~ency, nn. [f. OF 
equipoleni f. L aequipollentem (equi-, 

pollere be strong)] 
equipon'derlate, v.t. Counterbalance. So 

'"'ANT a. & n. [f. med. L aequi(ponderare 
weigh f. pondus -eris weight), see EQUI- 

& -ATE 3] 

equipoten'tial (-shl), a. (phys.). In which 
the potential of a force is the same or 
constant at all points. [E qui- ] 

e'quitab|le, a. Fair, just, whence ~leNESS 
n., ~ly2 adv.; (of claims etc.) valid in 
equity as opposed to law. [f. F Equitable 
(as EQUITY +-ABLE)] 

equita'tion, n. (usu. joc.). Riding on 
horse; horsemanship. [F, or f. L equitatio 
f. equitare f. eques -ills horseman f. cquus 
horse, see -ation ] 

e'quity, n. I. Fairness; recourse to prin¬ 
ciples of justice to correct or supplement 
law; system of law coexisting with and 
superseding common and statute law. 
2. II (E~) actors’ trade union. 3. pi. 
II Stocks and shares not bearing fixed 
interest. 4. Net value of mortgaged pro¬ 
perty after deduction of charges. [ME, 
f. OF equile f. L aequitatem (acquits fair, 
see -ty)] 

equxv'al|ent, a. & n. 1. Equal in value 
(to); (of words) meaning the same; (Chem.) 
equal in combining value (to); having the 
same result; corresponding. 2. n. ~ent 
thing, amount, word, etc. So ~ence, 
~ency, nn. [ME, f. OF or f. LL aequi- 
(valere be worth), see equi- & -ent] 

equiv'ocal, a. Of double meaning, am¬ 
biguous ; of uncertain nature; ~ genera¬ 
tion (spontaneous); undecided; (of per¬ 
sons, character, etc.) questionable, suspi¬ 
cious. Hence~lTY (-al'-),~NESS, nn.,~LY2 
adv. [f. LL aequivocus (equi-, vocare call), 
see -al] 

equiv'oc|ate, v.i. Use ambiguous words 
to conceal the truth, prevaricate. Hence 
or cogn. ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. LL 
aequivocare (as prec., see -ate3)] 

e'quiv5que(-k), -5ke, n. Pun; ambiguity, 
[f. LL aequivocus equivocal; later also f. 
F equivoque ] 

-er1, suf. forming esp. agent nn. f. nn. & 
vbs. Orig. = ‘ one who has to do with ’, 
OE -ere f. Gmc *-arjas, the relation of 
which to L -arius (-ary1) is obsc.; so E 
wds as hatter, slater-, a few as cottager, 
villager; also colloq. wds of action, as 

header, out-&-outer, and of number, as 
fiver, tenner; add Londoner, foreigner, etc. 
As many wds so formed correspond to 
vbs, -er took agent sense (clothier one 
connected with cloth, one who clothes), 
& can now be added to any vb unless 
otherwise provided, as correspondent), 
translator); -or (-our, -ier) & -er may co¬ 
exist, with or without differentiation 
(saviour, -er; assertor, -er); some wds 
app. double -er (caterer, fruiterer, poul¬ 
terer); -er is occas. used to anglicize L 
-us (astronomer, biographer, chrono- 
loger). Meanings: (1) person, animal, that 
does something; (2) instrument, machine, 
occurrence, etc. (poker, paper-cutter, deo¬ 
dorizer, eye-opener); (3) person concerned 
with thing (hatter, geographer); (4) person 
belonging to place etc. (Londoner, 
Britisher); (5) si. distortion of word with 
other ending (Rugger, Soccer, footer, 
Rugby, Association, football). 

-er2, suf. in nn. & adjj. f. OF, of var. orig., 
esp.: (1) OF, ME -er f. L -arem; ME -er 
was later refash. w. -ar; see -ah1. (2) AF, 
ME -er (OF -ier) f. L -arius, -arium, as in 
butler, carpenter, danger; see -ary1. (3) 
OF -eure f. L -aturam = -ure, as border. 
(4) For interchange of -er, -or, see -or. 

-er3, suf. forming comparatives; now (exc. 
in poetry and mannered prose) only in 
adjj. of one syllable, or of two ending in 
-y, -ly, -le, -er, -ow, & a few others (esp. w. 
accent on last syllable; see -est), & in 
advv., chiefly those identical with adjj., 
as hard; the vowel change seen in German 
etc. now remains only in elder, better. 

[OE: (adj.) -rat. Gmc *-izon- & *-ozon-; 
(adv.) -or f. Gmc *-oz] 

-er4, suf. esp. in Law terms, as cesser, dis¬ 
claimer, misnomer, user; also dinner, sup¬ 
per. Meaning: (single instance of) the vbl 
action, document effecting this. [AF, OF 
inf.] 

-er5, suf. forming frequent, vbs f. others 
(wander, waver, f. wend, wave) or on sound- 
-imitations (twitter); batter, flicker, shim¬ 
mer, slumber. 

er'a, n. System of chronology starting 
from some particular point of time, as 
Christian ~, ~ of the hegira ; historical or 
other period; date forming commence¬ 
ment of this. [f. LL a era number ex¬ 
pressed in figures (pi. of aes aeris money, 
treated as fern, sing.)] 

eradia'tion, n. Emission of rays. [E-] 
erad'iclate, v.t. Tear up by roots; extir¬ 
pate, get rid of. So ~able a., ~a'tion n. 
[f. L e(radicare f. radix -ids root), -ate 3 ] 

erase' (-z), v.t. Rub out; obliterate. 
Hence eras'ABLE a., eras'ER1(2), era's- 
ure (-zher), nn. [f. L E(radere ras- scrape)] 

Eras'tlan (i-), a. & n. (Adherent) of the 
supposed doctrines of Erastus, subordin¬ 
ating ecclesiastical to secular power. 
Hence ~ism(3) n., ~ize(3) v.t. & i. [f. 
Erastus, Heidelberg physician of 16th c., 
+-IAN] 
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E'ratS (8-), n. Muse of lyric poetry. [Gk] 
ere (Sr), prep. & conj. (poet., arch.). Before 

(of time); ~ long, before long; awhile' 
(arch.), formerly. [OE ser, OS, OHG er, 
Gotb. airis f. Gmc *airiz compar. of air 
adv. early] 

E'rebus (8-), n. (Gk Myth.). Place of 
darkness between earth & Hades. [L, f. 
Gk Erebos] 

erect'1, a. Upright, not stooping, (lit. & 
fig); vertical; (of hair etc.) set up, brist¬ 
ling. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, f. 
L E(rigere red- = regere direct) set up] 

erect'2, v.t. Raise, set upright, (oneself, 
body, etc.); build (lit. & fig.); form (per¬ 
sons, principles, etc.) into (class, system, 
etc.). [ME ; as prec.] 

erec'tile, a. That can be erected; ~ tissue 
in animals (capable of being distended & 
becoming rigid under excitement), [f. F 
(redile (as erect1, see -il)] 

erec'tion, n. Erecting; building, struc¬ 
ture, (lit. & fig.). [F, or f. L ereclio (as 
prec., see -ion)] 

6rec'tor, n. Person, thing, that erects, as 
^-muscle. [-or] 

e'remite, n. Hermit (esp. of Christian 
solitaries from 3rd c. onwards). Hence 
eremit'ic(AL) aa. [ME, f. OF or f. LL 
eremita hermit ] 

e'rethism, n. (path.). Abnormal excite¬ 
ment (of organ or tissue, fig. of mind), [f. 
F (rethisme f. Gk erdhismos (erethizo 
irritate, see -ism)] 

dtg, drg'on, n. (phys.). Unit of work or 
energy. (The work done by unit force, 
one dyne, on a body which moves 1 cm. 
in the direction of action of the force). 
[f. Gk ergon work ] 

di’gatoc'racy, n. Rule of the workers. 
[Gk ergates worker, -0-, -cracy] 

erg'o, adv. (usu. joc.). Therefore. [L] 
dbg'ot, n. Disease of rye etc. caused by 
fungus; diseased rye seed as medicine. 
[F, f. OF argot cock’s spur, f. appearance 
produced] 

erg'otssm, n. = prec.; disease produced 

by bread made from flour affected by 

this, [-ism] 
erica'ceous (-shits), a. Belonging to the 
heath genus Eric'a or its family Erica'- 
ceae. [f. L f. Gk ereike heath, see -aceous] 

E'rin (8-), n. (Ancient name of) Ireland. 
Erln'ys (8-), n. (pi. Erinyes, pr. 8rin'iez). 

A Fury. [Gk] 
eris'tic, a, & n. (Art) of disputation; (of 
argument or arguer) aimed or aiming at 
victory rather than truth, [f. Gk eristikos 
(erizo f. cris strife, see -IC) ] 

dH'kmg', n. Bearded golden-crowned 
giant of Teutonic folk-lore who lures little 
children to the land of death, [f. G erl- 
konig alder-king, a mistransl. of Da. eller- 
konge king of the elves] 

€rm'in|e, n. Animal of weasel tribe, whose 
fur is brown in summer & white (except 
black tail-tip) in winter; its fur. used in 
robes of judges & peers (often poet, as 

Erse 

emblem of purity), whence~ed2 (-nd). a; 
(Her.) white marked with black spots. 
[ME, f. OF (h)ermine of unkn. orig.] 

-ern, suf. in northern etc. f. Gmc *-ronja- 
(-ro- + -onja- = L -aneus). 

£bne, n. Sea eagle. [OE earn, OHG am, 
ON Qrn f. Gmc *arn-] 

II Ern'ie (81--), n. Device for drawing prize- 
-winning numbers of premium bonds, [f. 
initial letters of electronic random number 
indicator equipment ] 

erode', v.t. (Of acids, currents, etc.) 
gnaw away, destroy gradually, wear out. 
So ero'siON (-zhn) n., eros'ivE a. [f. F 
(roder or L E(rodere ros- gnaw)] 

Er'os (er-), n. Love, god of love, Cupid. 
[Gk (ros] 

erot'ic, a. & n. 1. Of love, amatory. 2. n. 
~ poem or composition or person. Hence 
~a n. pl.,~ literature, ~ism n.,~ spirit or 
character, [f. F (rolique or Gk erotikos 
(eros -otos sexual love, see -IC] 

e'rotism, n. Sexual desire or excitement, 
eroticism, [f. Gk eros (as prec.) +-ISM] 

erot'oman'ia, n. (path.). Melancholy, 
madness, arising from love. [f. Gk eros 
(as prec.) + -mania ] 

€rr, v.i. Make mistakes; (of statements 
etc.) be incorrect; sin. [ME, f. OF errer f. 
L errare] 

S'rrand, n. Short journey on which an 
inferior is sent to carry message etc., as 
run, go, (on) ~.s, —boy; object of journey; 
purpose. [OE ierende, OS arundi, OHG 
drunti, of obsc. orig. ] 

e'rrant, a. & n. Roaming in quest of ad¬ 
venture, esp. knight-~ ; itinerant; erring, 
deviating from correct standard; whence 
e'rrANCYn.; (n.) knight-~. [ME;(l)f. OF 
errer, edrer, f. LL iterare (iter journey), 
(2) as err ; see -ant ] 

e'rrantry, n. Condition, conduct, notions, 
of a knight-errant. [-RY] 

errat'lic, a. Uncertain in movement; (of 
diseases) moving from one part to an¬ 
other ; irregular in conduct, habit , opinion; 
(Geol.) ~ic blocks, stray masses foreign to 
surrounding strata. Hence ~ically adv. 
[ME, f. OF erratique f. L erraticus (as 
err), see -atic] 

errat'um, n. (pi. -la). Error in printing or 
writing, esp. (pi.) errors noted in list 
attached to book. [L, neut. p.p. as prec. ] 

erron'eous, a. Mistaken, incorrect. Hence 
~ly2 adv.,~NESS n. [ME, f. OF erroneus 
or L erroneus (erro -onis vagabond, as 
ERR) + -OUS ] 

e'rror, n. Mistake, as make, commit, an~, 
clerical^ ; condition of erring in opinion; 
wrong opinion; in ~, mistaken(ly), by 
mistake; ~ of a planet, difference between 
its observed & calculated positions; 
(Law) writ of ~ (to procure reversal of 
judgement on ground of ~); transgression. 
Hence ~i.ess n. [ME, f. OF f. L errorem 
(as ERR, -OR)] 

ersatz' (arz-), n. & a. Substitute. [G] 
Erse (dts), a. & n. Highland Gaelio 
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(dialect); (unused & disliked in Ireland 
for) Irish, [early Sc. form of Irish] 

first, adv. (arch.). (Also while) formerly, 
of old. [OE eerest superl. of Ier, see ere] 

erubes'cent (-roo-), a. Reddening, blush¬ 
ing. [f. L s(rubescere incept, of rubere), 
see -ent) 

eructa'tion, n. Belching (lit. & fig., esp. 
of volcano), [f. L eruclatio (Eructare, see 
-ATION) ] 

erudite (-rob-), a. (Of persons & writings) 
learned. Hence or cogn. ~ly2 (-tl-) adv., 
erudi'tiON n., (-rbb-). [ME, f. L erudire 
-it- train (rudis rude)] 

erupt', v.i. (Of teeth) break through 
gums; (of volcano) break out. [f. L 
Ti(rumpere rupt- break)] 

erup'tion, n. Outbreak (of volcano, 
whence ~al (-shon-) a.; also of geyser, 
disease, war, passion, mirth, wit); (Path.) 
breaking out (of rash, pimples, etc.); (of 
teeth) breaking through gums. [F, or f. 
L eruptio (as prec., see -ion)] 

erup'tive, a. Bursting forth; tending to 
burst forth; of, formed by, forced up by, 
volcanic eruption. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness, eruptlv'iTY, nn. [f. as erupt 

+ -ive, or F iruptif] 
-ery, -ry, suf. forming nouns, orig. after 
F -erie: (a) f. com.-Rom. -aria = L -ario- 
(F -ier, -er) + -ia -Y1; F wds in -ier usu. 
denote person having some occupation, 
wds in -erie the class of goods he deals in, 
as draperie, his employment, as archerie, 
his place of work, as boulaugerie; -erie 
was also used without existing wd in -ier, 
as soierie (soie) silk goods, niaiserie (nia,is) 
foolishness, (b) f. OF -ere, -eor (mod. F 
-eur f. L -ator + -ie. On anal, of wds thus 
formed, -erie w'as added to vb stems 
direct, w. sense class of actions (trom- 
perie deceit), occupation (confiserie confec¬ 
tioner’s business), place of this (brasserie 
brewery). Many E wds are f. F; others 
are formed on nn. in -er (bakery, fishery, 
pottery), or on others (knavery, slavery, 
popery). Meanings: (1) class of goods 
(drapery)-, (2) employment or condition 
(archery, dupery); (3) place of work or 
cultivation or breeding (brewery, vinery, 
piggery); ( t) conduct (foolery); (5) all that 
has to do with (popery), things of the 
nature of. 

erysip'elas, n. (Also St Anthony’s fire, 
the rose) local febrile disease producing deep 
red colour on skin. [f. L f. Gk erysipelas] 

erythem'a, n. Superficial inflammation of 
the skin in patches, [f. Gk eruthema f. 
eruthaino be red (erulhros)] 

-es, old genit. termination used to give 
adv. force; appearing as -s (needs), -ce 
(once), & (w. excrescent -t) -st (against); 
also in the emphatic absolute forms ours, 
yours, hers, etc. 

escalade', n. Scaling of walls with ladders. 
[F, f. Sp. escalada f. med. L scalare (scala 
ladder), see -ade] 

es'calator, n. Moving staircase for carry- 

esclandre 

ing passengers up or down, [as escalade, 

-or] 
escallon'ia, n. S.-Amer. kinds of flower¬ 
ing shrubs. [Escallon, discoverer, -ia1] 

escall'op. See scallop. 
escapade', n. Breaking loose from re¬ 
straint; flighty piece of conduct. [F, f. 
Sp. escapada (as escape2, see -ade)] 

escape'1, n. Act of escaping; fact of 
having escaped (a narrow, hairbreadth, 
~); (means of) mental distraction or relief 
from reality (aLso attrib., as ~ literature, 
reading), whence escap'iSM n., escap'iST 

n. & a.; leakage (of gas etc.); garden plant 
growing void; = fire--~ ; ~ clause, one 
specifying conditions under which con¬ 
tracting party is free from obligations; 
<—pipe, -valve (for ~ of steam or water); 
~ -shaft (for ~ of miners when other shaft 
is blocked), [f. foil.] 

Escape'2, v.i. & t. Get free (from, prison, 
person, etc.); (of steam, fluids, etc.) find 
a way out; get off safely, go unpunished; 
(v.t.) get clear away from (person, his 
grasp, etc.), avoid (unpleasant thing, 
doing); elude notice or recollection of, as 
his name had ~d me; (of words) issue 
unawares from (person, his lips). Hence 
escapEE' n., one who has ~d. [ME 
escape f. AF, ONF escaper; ME eschape 
f. OF eschaperi. Rom. *excapparet. cappa 
cloak (see cap) ] 

escape'ment (-pm-), n. Outlet; (of watch 
or clock) mechanism connecting motive 
power & regulator, [-ment] 

escarp', n., & v.t. 1. Steep bank im¬ 
mediately in front of & below rampart; 
similar natural formation. 2. v.t. Cut 
into form of ~, so ~ment n. [(vb f. F 
escarper) f. F escarpe f. It. scarpa scarp] 

-es'cent, suf. forming adjj. f. L part, of 
inceptive vbs (-escens -ntis), as effervescent, 
& thence in wds usu. describing play of 
colour, as iridescent, opalescent, or merely 
adjectival, as alkalescent. 

eschalet' (6sh-). See shallot. 

eschat ol'ogy (6sk-), n. Doctrine of death, 
judgement, heaven, & hell. Hence ~olo- 
giCAL a. [f. Gk eskhatos last +-LOGY] 

escheat'1, n. Lapsing of property to 
crown or lord of manor on owner’s dying 
intestate without heirs; property so 
lapsing. [ME, f. OF eschete p.p. of 
escheoir f. Rom. *excadere f. L ex- (cidere 
= cadere fall)] 

escheat'2, v.t. & i. Confiscate; hand over 
(property) as an escheat (to person, into 
his hands); revert by escheat (to or abs.). 
[prec.] 

eschew' (-ob), v.t. Avoid, abstain from, 
(action, conduct, kind of food, etc.). 
[ME, f. OF eschiver f. Rom. *skivare f. 
WG *ske.uh, see SHY1] 

eschscholt'zia (ishdl-), n. A plant with 
usu. yellow flowers, Noah's nightcap. 
[Eschscholtz, explorer, -ia1] 

esclandre (6sklahh’dr), n. Scandal; dis¬ 
turbance. [F] 

412 
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es'cdrt *, n. Body of armed men acting as 
guard to persons, baggage, etc.; person(s) 
accompanying another on journey for 
protection or guidance, or for courtesy’s 
sake. [f. F escorle f. It. scorta f. scorgcre 
conduct f. Rom. *ex(corrigcre f. regere 
direct) ] 

escdrt'2, v.t. Act as escort to; ~ carrier, 
aircraft carrier for ~ing convoys, [f. 
prec. ] 

escribe', v.t. (math.). Describe (circle) 
so as to touch one side of triangle ex¬ 
teriorly & the other two produced, [f. 
e- +L scribere write] 

es'critoire (-twahr), n. Writing-desk with 
drawers etc. for stationery. [F (now Ac-), 
f. med. L scriptorium (as prec., see -ory)] 

escrow' (-6), n. Written legal engage¬ 
ment to do something, kept in third per¬ 
son’s custody until some condition has 
been fulfilled. [AF escrowe, OF escroe, f. 
med. L scroda f. Gmc *slcraudh-, see 
SCROLL, SHRED] 

escud'o, n. (pi. -os). Portuguese monetary 
unit & silver coin (applied also to various 
Spanish-American gold & silver coins). 
[Sp. & Port., f. L scutum shield] 

es'culent, a. & n. (Thing) fit for food. [f. 
L esculentus (esca food, see -lent)] 

escutch'eon (-chon), n. Shield with ar¬ 
morial bearings; a blot on his ~ (stain on 
reputation); middle of ship’s stern where 
name is placed: pivoted keyhole-cover. 
[f. O XF escuchon f. Rom. *scutionem (L 
scutum shield, see -ion)] 

-ese, suf. forming adjj. (& nn.), f. OF -eis 
f. L -ensis local suf. (freq. now -ian, as 
Atheniensis Athenian); applied to some 
foreign countries & towns (Japanese, 
Milanese), either as adj. or meaning ‘ in¬ 
habitant ’ (pi. -ese) or ‘ language ’; also 
used spec. (adj. or n.) of diction of man¬ 
nered writers (Carlylese), as though a non- 
-English language. 

es'kar, -er, n. (geol.). Long ridge of post- 
-glacial gravel in river valleys, [f. Ir. 
eiscir] 

Eskimo, -quimau, (Ss'kimo), n. (pi. -os, 
-oes, pr. -moz; -maux, pr. -mo, -moz). 
Member of a people in arctic coasts of 
America, [native] 

esote'ric, a. (Of philosophical doctrines 
etc.) meant only for the initiated; (of 
disciples) initiated; private, confidential. 
Hence ~al a,, ~alLY2 adv. [f. Gk 
csoterikos (csolero compar. of eso within, 
see -IC) ] 

espagnolette' (-anyol6t), n. Fastening of 
French window. [F, dim. of espagnol 
Spanish] 

espal'ier, n. Lattice-work on which trees 
or shrubs are trained; tree so trained. [F, 
f. It. spalliera (spalla shoulder)] 

espait'o, n. (Also ~ grass) kinds of grass 
imported from Spain and N. Africa for 
paper-making. [Sp., f. L f. Gk sparton 
rope of the plant spartos] 

espe'eial (-shl), a. Pre-eminent, excep¬ 

tional, as my ~ friend, thing of ~ impor¬ 
tance ; particular (opp. to ordinary, cf. 
special) ; belonging chiefly to one case (for 
your ~ benefit). Hence ~ly2 (-shet-) adv. 
[ME, f. OF, f. L as special] 

Esperan'to (6-), n. An artificial language 
designed as a medium for persons of all 
nations, [pen-name (f. L spero hope) of 
its inventor, Dr Zamenliof, 1887] 

espi'al, n. Acting as a spy; watching; 
espying. [ME, f. OF espiaillc, as EsrY, see 
-AL(2) ] 

espidglerie (see Ap.), n. Roguishness. [F] 
es'plonage (-ij, -ahzb'), n. Practice of 
spying or using spies. [F (-nn-) f. espion- 
ner f. espion spy ] 

esplanade', n. Level piece of gTound, esp. 
one used for public promenade; level 
space separating citadel of fortress from 
town. [F, f. Sp. esplanada f. esplanar f. L 
explanare make level (planus), see -ade ] 

espous'al (-zl), n. (arch.). (Usu. pi.) 
marriage or betrothal; (fig.) espousing of 
(a cause etc.). [ME, f. OF espousailles f. L 
sponsalia neut. pi. (sponsus p.p. as foil., 
see -al)] 

espouse' (-z), v.t. (Usu. of man) marry; 
give (woman) in marriage (to); adopt, 
support, (doctrine, cause, etc.). [ME, f. 
OF espouser f. L sponsare (sponsus p.p. of 
spondere betroth)] 

esprrZssiv'o (-evo), adv. (mus.). With 
expression. [It.] 

espress'6, n. Apparatus for making 
coffee under pressure; coffee-bar equipped 
with this; also attrib. [It. ] 

esprit (espre'), n. Sprightliness; wit; ~ de 
corps (de kdr), regard for honour & 
interests of body one belongs to; ~ fort 
(forr), strong-minded person, free-thinker. 
[F, f. L as spirit] 

espy', v.t. Catch sight of; detect (flaw 
etc.). [ME, f. OF espier f. com.-Rom. 
*spiare f. Gmc *spchon, see spy] 

-esque, suf. forming adjj., = F -esque f. 
It. -esco f. med. L -iscus in Gmc wds; cf. 
OHG -isc (mod. -isch) = -ish1; meaning 
‘ after the manner of ’, as arabesque, 
burlesque, Dantesque. 

Esquimau. See Eskimo. 

esquire', n. II Title appended to name of 
one regarded as gentleman by birth, 
position, or education, esp. in address 
of letter (abbr. Esq.); (arch.) = squire. 

[ME, f. OF esquier f. L scutarius shield- 
bearer (scutum shield, -ary1)] 

ess, n. S(-shaped thing); collar1 ofr~.es. 
-ess1, suf. forming female nn. f. F (coun¬ 
tess, lioness) or on E wds (goddess); in 
15th c. the OE fem. -ster (now only in 
spinster) came to be regarded as mascu¬ 
line, & could take fem. -ess (seamstress); 
agent nn. in -ter, -tor, regularly have -tress 
(chantress); other exx. are authoress etc. 
(author etc. now preferred), giantess, 
quakcrcss; governess (formed on vb) is 
irreg., perh. on anal, of sorceress (formed 
on old sorccr not on sorcerer, which has 
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double agent suf.); euphony leads to 
same clipping in adventuress, murderess', 
-tress is now recognized angliciz. of F 
-trice (L -trix -tricis), though of diff. orig. 
[f. F -esse f. LL f. Gk -issa] 

-ess2, suf. in abstr. nn. f. adjj., as duress, 
largess; riches, laches, arc exx., mistaken 
for pi. [ME & OF -esse = It. -ezza f. L 
-ilia -ice] 

ess'ay1, n. Attempt (.at); a literary com¬ 
position (usu. prose & short) on any 
subject, whence ~IST(3) n. [f. F cssai, see 
ASSAY1] 

essay'2, v.t. & i. Try, test, (person, thing); 
attempt (task, to do, or abs.). [refash. f. 
assay2 on F essayer] 

ess'e, n. Essential being or nature (often 
contrasted with bene esse well-being). 
[L, = to be] 

ess'encje, n. An existence or entity (spiri¬ 
tual or immaterial); absolute being, 
reality underlying phenomena; all that 
makes a thing what it is; intrinsic 
nature; indispensable quality or ele¬ 
ment; extract obtained by distillation 
etc. (lit. & fig.); perfume, scent, whence 

<—'ED2 (-st) a. [ME, f. OF f. L essentia f. 
*cssens -nils fictitious part, of esse be, 
repr. Gk ousia] 

Essene' (6-), n. Member of an ancient 
Jewish sect, of mystical tenets & coeno- 
bitical life. [f. L f. Gk pi. Essenoi] 

essential (-shl), a. & n. 1. Of, constitut¬ 
ing, a thing's essence; indispensable (to); 
~ proposition, one that predicates of a 
subject what is implied in its definition; 
~ character (of species, genus, etc.), marks 
that distinguish it from others included 
with it in next superior division; ~ har¬ 
mony (belonging to one particular key); 
~ oil, volatile oil, marked by charac¬ 
teristic odour etc. 2. n. Indispensable 
element. Hence ~ity (-shiaF) n., ~ly2 
(-shal-) adv. [ME, f. LL essentialis (as 
ESSENCE, -AL) 1 

-est, suf. forming superl. adjj. & adw. (Sc 
first, last) ; for limits of use see -er3, but 
many adjj. can bear -est though not -er, 
as awkward, barren, fragile, loyal, legible, 
& many iu -id, as limpid; in poetry & 
mannered prose -est is used w. almost any 
adj., & appended to adw. in -ly, as 
quieklicst. [OE -ost, -ust, -ast, f. Gmc 
*-6sto-. & OE -est, -st, f. Gmc *-istaz (corn- 
par. -oz-, -iz-, + Aryan *-to-), cf. Gk 
-isto-; -iz- required vowel change, now 
only in eldest, best] 

establish, v.t. Set up (government, 
house of business, etc.) on permanent 
basis; settle (person, oneself, in office 
etc.); secure permanent acceptance for 
(custom, precedent, belief, etc.); place 
beyond dispute (fact, that); make (church) 
legally national. [ME, f. OF eslablir (st. 
-iss-, sec -ish2) f. L stabilise (as stable a.)] 

establishment, n. Establishing; Church 
E~, theE~, church system established by 
law; organized body of men maintained 

for a purpose, as army, navy, civil ser¬ 
vice; peace, war, ~, reduced, increased, 
army etc. in time of peace, war; staff of 
servants etc.; public institution, house 
of business; household, as separate ~ (of 
man maintaining paramour), [-ment] 

establishmentar'ian, a. & n. (Person) 
adhering to, advocating the principle of, 
an established church, [-arian] 

Fstdin'inet (-na), n. French cafe selling 
wine, beer, & coffee, or cottage with bar- 
-room. [F] 

estate', n. 1. Order, class, forming part 
of body politic & sharing in government; 
II the Three E~s (in England), Lord3 Spiri¬ 
tual, Lords Temporal, Commons; third ~, 
(usu.) French bourgeoisie before Revolu¬ 
tion ; II (joc.) fourth ~, the press. 2. Per¬ 
son’s interest in landed property (real ~) 
or movables (personal ~), whence 
estat'ED2 a.; a landed property (||~ 
agent, steward of ~, go-between in sales 
of houses & land); ~ car, dual-purpose 
light saloon vehicle constructed or 
adapted for the carriage of both passen¬ 
gers & goods. 3. One’s collective assets 
& liabilities. 4. (arch.). Condition, as the 
holy ~ of matrimony. [ME, f. OF estat 
f. L as state ] 

esteem', v.t., & n. 1. Think highly of; 
consider, as I shall ~ it (as) a favour. 
2. n. Favourable opinion, regard, respect, 
[(n. f. vb) f. OF estimer f. L as estimate3; 

see aim1] 

ester, n. (chem.). Compound formed by 
replacing the hydrogen of an acid by a 
hydrocarbon radical of the ethyl type, 
[coined by the German chemist L. 
Gmelin (d. 1853)] 

estimable, a. Worthy of esteem. [F, f. 
L aestimabilis (as esteem, see -blf,)] 

estimate \ n. Approximate judgement (of 
number, amount, etc.); quantity assigned 
by this; || the E—s, forecasts of national 
expenditure, presented annually to 
parliament; contractor’s statement of 
sum for which lie will undertake specified 
work; judgement of character or qualities, 
[f. foil, or L aestimatus -us] 

es'timlate2, v.t. Form an estimate of; fix 
(number etc.) by estimate at (so much); 
form an opinion of. So ~attvE a., ~atOR 
n. [f. L aestimare, see -ate3] 

estimation, n. Judgement of worth, as 
in my ~; esteem, as hold in ~, be in ~. 
[ME, f. OF estimacion or L aestimalio (as 
prec., see -ation)] 

estival etc. See aest-. 
estop', v.t. (law; -pp-). Bar, preclude, 
(from thing, from doing). IIence~p'AGE 
n. [f. AF, OF estoper f. estoupe f. L sluppa 
tow; see STOP1 ] 

estopp'd, n. (legal). The being precluded 
from a course by previous action of one’s 
own. [f. OF estoupail bung f. estoper 
(prec., -al(2))] 

estdv'ers (-z), n. pi. Necessaries allowed 
by law (as wood for repairs or fuel taken 
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by a tenant from his holding), [f. AF 
jestover, OF -eir be necessary, f. L cst opus] 
estrade' (-ahd), n. Raised platform, dais. 

[F, f. Sp. esirado f. L stratum nent. p.p. of 
stemere spread (with carpets) ] 

estrange' (-j), v.t. Alienate (person) in 
feeling (from another). Hence ~ment 

(-jm-) n. [ME, f. OF cstranger f. L ex- 
traneare (as strange)] 

estreat', v.t. (law). Take out record of 
(fine, bail, etc.) & return it to Court of 
Exchequer to be prosecuted, [f. AF 
estrcte, OF estraite fern. p.p. of estraire 
extract ] 

es'tuar[y, n. Tidal mouth of large river. 
Hence ~ine 1 a. [f. L aestuarium neut. 
adj. as n. (aestus -us tide, see -ary1)] 

esur'I|ent, a. (joc.). Hungry; needy & 
greedy. So ~ence, ~ency, nn. [f. L 
esurire, desiderative f. edere es- eat] 

-et1, suf. forming (orig.) dimm., many not 
now realized as such; mostly in ME 
adoptions f. OF (bullet, hatchet, sonnet); 
double dim. -let (F -el + -et) is living suf. 
[OF -et & -ette (dist. only in mod. E) = It. 
-etto, -etta, f. Rom. -itto, -itta, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

-et2, -ete, suf. in agent nn. f. Gk, -et in 
older or familiar wds, as poet, comet, an¬ 
choret, -ete in newer or learned ones, as 
athlete, aesthete, exegete. [f. Gk -etes; 
epithet, paraclete, are not exx.; diabetes 
retains full form ] 

et'a, n. Greek letter (n, v)=e (cf. epsilon). 

[Gk] 
et'acism (a-), n. Pronunciation of Gk e as 
English a (cf. itacism). [f. Gk eta letter e, 
-ISM] 

ctat-major (atah' mahzhor'), n. (mil.). 
Staff, staff-office. [F] 

et cet'era, etcet'era, phr. & n. (pi. -as). 
(Abbr. etc., &c.) & the rest, & so on, as 
I remain yours etc.; (n. pi.) extras, sun¬ 
dries. [L ] 

etch, v.t. & i. Reproduce (pictures etc.), 
portray (subject), by engraving metal- 
-plate etc. by means of acids or corrosives, 
esp. for purpose of printing copies ; (v.i.) 
practise this art. [f. Du. etsen f. G a'tzen 
etch f. OHG azzen cause to eat or be eaten 
f. Gmc *atjan causative of *ctan eat] 

etch'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp. copy from 
etched plate; ~-needle, used in ~. [-ing1] 

etern'al, a. That always (has existed &) 
will exist, as ~ life, punishment; the E~, 
God; ~ city; (colloq.) incessant, too fre¬ 
quent, as these ~ bickerings; lhe~ triangle, 
two males & a female or vice versa. Hence 
or cogn. et£rn'(al)izE(3) w.t., ~ly2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF f. LL aeternalis f. L aeternus, 
see -at,] 

etern'ity, n. Being eternal; immortal 
fame; (pi.) eternal truths; infinite time, 
esp. future; the future life. [ME, f. OF 
eternite f. L aeternitatem (aeternus, see prec. 
& -TY)] 

Etesian (Itezh'an), a. ~ winds (blowing 
annually in Mediterranean from N.W. for 

et hoc genus omne 

about 40 days in summer, [f. L f. Gk 
etesios (etos year) +-an] 

-eth, suf. See -th2. 

eth'ane, n. A colourless and odourless gas 
insoluble in water and burning with a pale 
flame, ethyl hydride, [f. eth(er) + -ane] 

eth'er, n. 1. Clear sky, upper regions 
beyond clouds. 2. (phys.). A medium as¬ 
sumed to permeate space & fill interstices 
between particles of air & other matter, 
medium in which electro-magnetic waves 
are transmitted, whence~ic a. 3. (chem.). 
Colourless light volatile liquid produced 
by action of sulphuric acid & other acids 
on alcohol, an anaesthetic, [f. L f. Gk 
aither f. root of aiiho burn, shine] 

ether'eal, -ial, a. 1. Light, airy; heaven¬ 
ly ; of unearthly delicacy of substance, 
character, or appearance, whence ~ity 
(-Eil'-), ~Iza'tion, nn., ~ize(3) v.t., ~ly2 

adv. 2. (phys., chem.). Of, like, ether, 
so eth'eriFiCA'TiON n., eth'eriFY v.t.; ~ 
oil, essential or volatile oil. [f. L (-eus, 
-ivs) f. Gk aitherios (as prec.) +-al] 

eth'erlz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Put (patient) 
under influence of ether. Hence ~a'tion 
n. [-ize] 

eth'ic, a. & n. 1. (Now usu. ~al) relating 
to morals, treating of moral questions, 
‘moral; ~ dative (of person indirectly 
interested, as knock me at the door). 2. n. 
pi., & rarely sing. Science of morals, 
treatise on this, moral principles, rules of 
conduct, whole field of moral science. 
Hence ~al a. (also, of drugs, conforming 
to a recognized standard), ~alLYa adv., 
~ize(3) v.t. [f. F iihvjue or L f. Gk 
elhikos (ethos, -ic) ] 

Ethiopian (e-), a. & n. (Native) of 
Ethiopia, esp. (Anthropol.) as epithet of 
one of the races into which human species 
is divided, [-an] 

eth'moid, a. Sieve-like; ~ bone, square- 
-shaped bone at root of nose, through the 
many perforations of which the olfactory 
nerves pass to the nose. [f. Gk ethmoeides 
(ethmos sieve)] 

eth'nSkch (-k), n. Governor of a people or 
province. So ~y‘ (-ki) n. [f. Gk ethnos 
nation + -arkhes ruler] 

eth'nic, -ic|al, aa. Pertaining to race, 
ethnological, whence *—alLY2 adv.; (~) 
gentile, heathen, whence ~a!is>t(2) n. 
[f. LL f. Gk ethnikos (ethnos nation, see 
-ic)] 

ethnog'raphy, n. Scientific description of 
races of men. So ethnoo'RAPHER n., eth- 

nograph'ic(AL) aa., ethnograph'icalLY2 
adv. [f. Gk ethnos nation + -GRAPHY] 

ethnol'ogy, n. Science of races & their re¬ 
lations to one another & characteristics. 
So ethnolo'gic(AL) aa. (-ic frontier, corre¬ 
sponding to a division of races), ethno- 

lo'gicalLY2 adv., ethnoI'oGiST n. [as 
prec. + -logy ] 

Ct hiic (jin'iis tim'ne, phr. And all that 
kind of thing (often as ornamental sub¬ 
stitute for et cetera). [L] 



eunuch ethology 416 

ethol'ogy, n. Science of character-forma¬ 
tion. Hence etholo'giCAL a. [f. L f. Gk 
ilhologia (ETHOS, see -LOGY)] 

eth'os, n. Characteristic spirit of com¬ 
munity, people, or system. [Gk (<?-) = 
character, nature, disposition] 

eth'yl, n. (chem.). The hydrocarbon 
radical present in ordinary alcohol & 
ether, [f. eth(er), -yl] 

-et'ic, suf. of adjj. & nn. = Gk agent suf. 
-it- or -et- + -ic, in wds f. Gk or on Gk 
models, as emetic (Gk emitikos), ascetic 
(Gk asketikos). 

et'iollate, v.t. Make (plant) pale by ex¬ 
cluding light; give sickly hue to (person). 
Hence ~a'tion n. [f. F Uioler f. Norm. 
itieuler make into haulm (iteule f. pop. L 
*stupila f. L slipula straw)] 

etiology. See aetiology. 
etiquette' (-k<5t), n. Conventional rules of 
personal behaviour in polite society; 
ceremonial of court; unwritten code re¬ 
stricting professional men in what con¬ 
cerns interests of their brethren or 
dignity of their profession, esp. medical, 
legal, ~. [f. F etiquette TICKET, ~ ] 

et'na, n. Vessel for heating small quantity 
of liquid by burning spirit, [f. the vol¬ 
cano] 

Et'on (6-), n. ~ collar (broad, stiff, worn 
outside coat-collar); ~ crop, cutting of 
woman’s hair short like boy’s; ~ jacket, 
boy’s short coat reaching only to waist, 
[f. ~ College ] 

Etrus'can (I-) a. & n. (Native) of ancient 
Etruria, [f. L Etruscus + -an ] 

£t scq(q)., sequ&n'tgs (-z), -tTa, (in refer¬ 
ence to books etc.). And the words, 
pages, etc., that follow. [L] 

-ette, suf. forming dim. nn. (rarely adjj.), 
repr. OF -ette, the fern, corresp. to -et1. 

(1) Older adoptions now have -e<; -ette 
appears chiefly in w'ds introduced 
since 17th c., as cigarette, etiquette. (2) 
A mod. commerc. use, = ‘ sham ’, is seen 
in leatherette, Brusselette (carpet). (3) A 
mod. fern, suf., as usherette, 

etude (atud'), n. A short musical com¬ 
position or exercise. [F] 

etui' (-we), etwee', n. Small case for 
needles, toothpicks, etc. [f. F etui] 

etymol'ogize, -ise (-iz), v.t. & i. Give, 
trace, the etymology of; suggest etymo¬ 
logy for; study etymology. [16th c., f. F 
-iser, or med. L ethimologizare(&s foil., -ize)] 

etvmol'ogy, n. Account of, facts relating 
to, formation & meaning of word; branch 
of linguistic science concerned with this; 
part of grammar treating of individual 
words & their formation & inflexions. 
Hence or cogn. etymoL'OGER, etymoL'o- 

gist, nn., etymol6'gic(AL) aa., etymo- 

lo'gicalLY2 adv. [f. OF eihimologie f. L 
f. Gk etumologia (as foil., -logy)] 

et'ymon, n. Primary word that gives rise 
to a derivative. [L, f. Gk etumon (neut. 
of etumos true) literal sense, original form, 
of a word ] 

eu- in comb. = Gk eu well, cf. dys-. 
eucalyp'tus, n. Kinds of plants including 
Australian gum tree; ~ oil, a disinfectant, 
[f. EU- -f Gk kaluptos covered (.kcduptd), 
flower being protected by cap] 

eu'charis (uk-), n. (Also ~ lily) S.-Amer. 
bulbous plant with white bell-shaped 
flowers. [Gk eu(kharis grace) pleasing] 

Eu'charist (uk-), n. Lord’s Supper; con¬ 
secrated elements, esp. the bread, as give, 
receive, the ~. Hence ~ic(al) (-Is'-) aa. 
(~ic Congress, international meeting of 
Roman Catholics in veneration of the 
Blessed Sacrament, originally held annu¬ 
ally, later biennially. [ME, f. OF 
eucarisle f. LL f. Gk eukharistia f. eu- 
(kharistos f. kharizomai offer willingly) 
grateful ] 

eu'chre (-ker), n., & v.t. 1. American card 
game for 2, 3, or 4 persons. 2. v.t. Gain 
advantage over (opponent) by his failure 
to take three tricks at ~ (also fig.), [orig. 
unkn. ] 

Eu'clid, n. Alexandrian mathematician 
(c. 300 B.c.); his Elements or treatise on 
geometry, a copy of this; (obs.) geometry 
as a science or subject; (mod.) the 
geometry of ordinary experience, ac¬ 
cepting ~’s axioms as indisputable (cf. 
relativity). Hence Euclid'EAN a. [f. Gk 
Eukleides ] 

eud(a)em'on|ism (-dem-), n. System of 
ethics basing moral obligation on tend¬ 
ency of actions to produce happiness. So 
~ist(2) n. [f. Gk eu(daimon guardian 
genius) happy, -ism] 

eudiom'eter, n. Graduated glass tube in 
which gases may be chemically combined 
by electric spark passing between metallic 
terminals at its closed end, used in 
chemical experiments. So eudiomet'ric- 
(al) aa., eudiomet'ricalLY2 adv., eudio- 
m'etry n. [f. Gk eu(dios, st. of Zeus, gen. 
Dios, god of the sky) clear + -meter] 

eugen'Ic, a. & n. 1. Of the production 
of fine (esp. human) offspring. 2. n. pi. 
Science of this. So eu'geniST(2) n.,student 
of ~s. [f. EU- + Gk gen- produce -f-ic] 

euhem'er|ism, n. Reference of myths to 
historical basis. So ~ist(2) n., ~Is'tiC a,, 
~ize(4) v.t. & i. [f. Euhemerus, Sicilian 
author c. 310 B.c., +-ism] 

eul'oglize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Extol, praise, 
in speech or writing. So ~ist(1) n., 
~is'tic a., ~Is'tiCALLY adv. [f. foil. + -ize ] 

eul'ogy> n. Speech, writing, in praise of 
person etc., as pronounce his~, pronounce 
a ~ on him; praise, [f. med. L eulogium 
f. (app. by conf. wu L elogium) LL f. Gk 
eulogia (eu-, -logy)] 

Eumen'ides (-ez), n. pi. (Euphemistic 
name for) Furies. [Gk, = gracious ones] 

eun'uch (-w.k), n. Castrated male person, 
esp. one employed in harem, or (in 
Oriental courts & under Roman empire) 
employed in state affairs. [ME, f. L f. Gk 
eunoukhos lit. bedchamber attendant 
(eune bed +okh- st. of ekho hold)] 
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euSn'ymus, n. Kinds of shrubs including 
spindle-trce. [f. L f. Gk EU(dawmos f. 
onoma name) of lucky name ] 

eupep'tlc, a. Of, having, good digestion. 
If. Gk eu(peptos f. pesso, pepto, digest) + 
-ic] 

euph'emlism, n. Substitution of mild 
or vague expression for harsh or blunt 
one; expression thus substituted, as 
‘ queer ’ is a ~ism for ‘ mad ’. So ~is'tic 
a., ~is'tiCALLY adv., ~ize(1, 2) v.t. & i. 
[f. Gk euphemismos f. eu(phemos f. pheme 
speaking, fame), see -ism] 

euphcn'ium, n. (mus.). Bass instrument 
of saxhorn family, [mod. L, f. Gk eu- 
phonos see foil. ] 

euph'ony, n. Pleasing sound; quality of 
having this (usu. of words, phrases, etc.): 
tendency to phonetic change for ease of 
pronunciation. So euphon'ic, euphSn'i- 
ous, aa., euphon'icALLY, euphon'ious- 
ly2, adw., euph'onizE(3) v.t. [f. F 
euphonie f. LL f. Gk euphonia f. nvphonos 
(phone sound)] 

euphor'bia, n. (Kinds of) widely distri¬ 
buted herb or shrub of the spurge family. 
[L (-eu), f. Euphorbus physician to Juba 
II, -ia1] 

euphor'Ia, euph'ory, nn. Feeling of well- 
-being. Hence eupbo'ric a. [f. Gk eu- 
(phoria f. phero bear] 

euph'rasy, n. = eye bright, [f. med. L f. 
Gk euphrasia cheerfulness f. euphraino 
gladden (phren mind)] 

Euphros'yne (or -z-), n. One of the 
Graces. [Gk] 

euph'ulism, n. Artificial or affected style 
of writing (prop., in imitation of Lyly’s 
Euphues, 1580); high-flown style. So 
~ist n.,~is'tic a.,~is'tlCALLYadv. [-ism] 

Eurasian (urash'an), a. & n. (Person) of 
mixed European & Asian parentage; of 
Europe & Asia. [f. Europe + Asia+ -an] 

eurek'a (ur-), int. & n. (The exulting ex¬ 
clamation) ‘ I have (found) it! ’ [f. Gk 
heureka 1st pers. perf. of heurisko find] 

eurhyth'mic (ur-), a. In or of harmonious 
proportion (esp. in architecture). Hence 
~s n. pi., harmony of bodily movement, 
esp. as developed with the aid of music 
into a system used in education, [f. L f. 
Gk euruthmia good rhythm (see EU-, 
RHYTHM) +-IC] 

Europe'an (ur-), a. & n. (Native) of 
Europe; happening in, extending over, 
Europe, as a ~ reputation. Hence ~ism(2, 

3, 4), ~iza'tion, nn., ~ize(3) v.t., (ur-). [f. 
F europAen f. L Europacus (L f. Gk 
Europe Europe) + -an ] 

europ'ium (ur-), n. (chem.). A rare-earth 
metallic element, [mod. L, f. L Europa 
Europe, -ium] 

Eurovision (ur'ovlzhn), n. Television of 
European range. [Euro(pean) (television] 

eu'sol, n. Antiseptic and bactericide pre¬ 
pared from bleaching powder, [f. initial 
letters of .Edinburgh £7niversity solution 
of lime] 

Eustach'ian (-ak-), a. Of Eustachius the 
Italian anatomist (d. 1574); ~ tube, canal 
leading from the pharynx to the cavity 
of the middle ear. [-an] 

eutec'tlc, a. (chem.). ~ mixture, one in 
which the constituents are in such pro¬ 
portions as to solidify at one temperature 
(~ temperature or point) like a pure sub¬ 
stance. [f. eu- + Gk teko melt + -ic ] 

Eutdrp'e, n. The muse1 of music, whence 
* 'AN a.; genus of palms. [Gk] 

euthanas'Ia (-z-, -s-), n. Gentle & easy 
death ; bringing about of this, esp. in case 
of incurable & painful disease. [Gk (eu- 

+ lhanalos death)] 
evac'u|ate, v.t. Empty (esp. stomach or 
bodily organ of contents), whence 
~ant(2) a. & n.; withdraw from (place; 
esp. of troops); remove (person) esp. 
from place considered to be dangerous, 
whence ~be' n., person so removed; 
discharge (excrement etc.; also fig.). So 
~a'tion n. [f. L E(vacuare f. vacuus 
empty)] 

evade', v.t. Escape from, avoid, (attack, 
pursuit, designs, adversary, blow, ob¬ 
stacle, etc.); avoid doing (duty etc.), 
answering (question), yielding to (argu¬ 
ment etc.); defeat intention of (law etc., 
esp. while complying with its letter); (of 
things) elude, baffle. Hence 6vad'ABiE a. 
[f. F evader f. L E(vadere vas- go)] 

eva'giniate, v.t. (pteysiol.). Turn (tubular 
organ) inside out. So ~a'tion n. [f. L 
E (vaginare f. vagina sheath), see 
-ate 3] 

eval'u|ate, v.t. Ascertain amount of; find 
numerical expression for. So ~a'tton n. 
[f. F evaluer (A- ex, value)] 

evanesce', v.i. Fade out of sight; become 
effaced; disappear, [f. L ~&(vanescere 
vanish)] 

evanes'c|ent, a. (Of impression, appear¬ 
ance, etc.) quickly fading; (Math.) infini¬ 
tesimal. Hence ~ence n., ~entLY2 adv. 
[f. F Avanescent (as prec., see -ent)] 

evan'gel (-j-), n. (arch.). The Gospel; any 
of the Four Gospels; doctrine, principle, 
(of politics etc.). [ME, f. OF evangi(l)le f. 
eccl. L f. Gk mj(aggelion cf. angel) good 
news ] 

evangel'ic, -Ic|al, (-j-), aa. & nn. 1. Of, 
according to, the teaching of the Gospel 
or the Christian religion; esp. (usu. ~ai) 
of the Protestant school maintaining that 
the essence of the Gospel consists in 
doctrine of salvation by faith, good works 
& sacraments having no saving efficacy, 
whence ~aliSM(3) n. 2. n. Member of this 
school. Henco~alLY2 adv. [f. LL f. eccl. 
Gk evaggelikos (as prec., see -ic, -al)] 

evan'gelism (-j-), n. Preaching of the 
Gospel; = evangelicalism:, [-ism] 

evan'gelist (-j-), n. One of the writers of 
the Four Gospels; preacher of the Gospel; 
layman doing home missionary work. 
[ME, f. OF evangeliste f. LL (-ta) f. Gk 
euaggelistes (as evangelize, -ist)] 
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evangelis'tic (-J-), a. Of the Four Evan¬ 
gelists; of preachers of the Gospel; 
= EVANGELICAL. [-IC] 

evan'geliz|e (-j-), -is|e (-iz), v.t. Preach 
the Gospel to (persons, also abs.); win 
over (person) to Christianity. Hence 
~a'tion n. [f. LL evangelizare f. Gk 
euaggelizomai (as evangel)] 

evan'ish, v.i. (literary). Vanish ; die away. 
Hence ~ment n. [ME,f. OF evanir (-ish2) 

f. Rom. "exvanire — L evanescere evan¬ 

esce] 

evap'or|ate, v.t. & i. Turn (t. & i.) from 
solid or liquid into vapour (also fig.; esp. 
colloq. disappear, die); remove the 
liquid part of; (v.i.) exhale moisture. 
So ~able, ~atiVE, aa., ~a'tion, ~aton, 
nn. [f. L Waporare (as vapour), see -ate 3 ] 

eva'sion (-zhn), n. Act, means, of evad¬ 
ing; shuffling excuse. So evas'iVE a., 
evas'iveLY2 (-vl-) adv., evas'iveNESS 
(-vn-) n. [ME, f. OF evasion f. LL 
evasionem (as evade, see -ion)] 

Eve1 (ev), n. The first woman; daughter of 
woman (often w. allusion to feminine 

curiosity etc.), [f. Heb. Havvah orig. = 
life, living ] 

eve2, n. Evening or day before (of) a 
church festival or any date or event; 
time just before anything, as on the ~ of 
an election; (arch.) evening. [ME; = 
even 1; for loss of -n cf. maid] 

evec'tion, n. Inequality in moon’s longi¬ 
tude. [f. L evectio f. E(vehere vect- carry), 
-ION] 

e'ven1, n. (poet.). Evening; ~song, even¬ 
ing prayer in Church of England; '—tide, 
evening. [OE sifen, OS, OHG dband of 
obsc. orig.] 

e'ven2, a. (-er, -est). Level; smooth; 
uniform in quality; in same plane or 
line (with); equally balanced, as ~- 
•handed justice; equal in number or 
amount; (Law, Commerc.) of <— (same) 
date; (of temper etc.) equable, unruffled; 
~ money (Betting), neither laying nor 
taking odds; (of numbers) integrally 
divisible by two, opp. to odd ; odd & ~; 

be ~ with, have one’s revenge on. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [OE efen, OS, OHG 
eban, ON jafn, Goth, ibns f. Gmc *ebhnaz 
of unkn. orig.] 

e'ven3, adv. inviting comparison of the 
assertion, negation, etc., made with a 
less strong one that might have been 
made, as he disputes ~ the facts (not 
merely the inferences from them), I 
never — opened (much less read) it, does 
he ~ suspect (not to say realize) the 
danger?, ~ if my watch is right we shall 
be late (later if it is slow), this applies ~ 
more (not merely equally) to French (than 
to English); (arch.) neither more nor less 
than, just, simply, as ~ (quite) so, (em¬ 
phasizing identity) that is, as God, ~ 
our own God. [OE efne, as prec. ] 

e'ven1, v.t. Make even; treat as equal or 
comparable (to); ~ up, to balance; up 

cm, requite, make return to (a person). 
[OE efnan, as prec.] 

eve'ning (-vn-), n. Close of day, esp. 
sunset to bedtime; this time spent in 
particular way, as musical ~s; (fig.) 
decline of life, closing period; ~ dress, 
that prescribed by fashion to be worn in 
the ~; ~ primrose (with pale yellow 
flowers that open in the ~); ~ star, 
Jupiter, Mercury, or other planet, & esp. 
(the ~ star) Venus, when seen in West 
after sunset. [OE Sefnung vbl n. f. atfnian 
(as EVEN1)] 

event', n. Fact of a thing’s happening, as 
in the ~ of his death, his coming, if he dies, 
comes; thing that happens, esp. im¬ 
portant thing, as quite an ~, whence 
~FUL, ~less, aa.; (in doctrine of chances) 
any of several possible but mutually 
exclusive occurrences; double com¬ 
bined occurrence of two ~s, esp. as sub¬ 
ject of bets; (Sport.) something on the 
issue of which money is staked; result, 
outcome; in any or either ~, at all ~s, in 
any case, [f. L eventus -us f. E(venire come) ] 

even'tual, a. That will happen under 
certain circumstances; ultimately result¬ 
ing, whence ~ly2 adv. [f. prec., after 
actual] 

eventual'ity, n. Possible event, [-ity] 
even'tuate, v.i. Turn out (well, ill, etc.); 
result (in or abs.); ’happen, come to pass, 
[f. L as EVENT, -ATE3] 

ev'er, adv. Always, at all times, (arch, 
exc. as foil.); for <— (<fr ~, <£■ a day), for 
all future time, incessantly; '-more', 
always; ~ after, ~ since; — yours (in 
ending a letter); (arch.) ~ & anon, 
now & then; (w. negative, question, 
condition, comparison) at any time, as 
nothing ~ happens, did you ~ hear such 
stuff?, if I ~ catch him, the best thing I ~ 
heard, as good as ~, better than ~; 
(strengthening as) be as quick as ~ you 
can; (emphasizing question, colloq.) what 
~ (also whatever) does he want?, who ~ 
can it be ?, which ~ Brown do you mean ?, 
when, where, how, ~ did I drop it?, 
why ~ didn’t you say so?; ~ so (earlier 
never so), very, as it is ~ so much easier; 
(appended to superl. as si. ellipsis for 
that ~ was or were: the back-benchers were 
the most docile <—); did you ~ ? (as com¬ 
plete sentence), did you ~ see or hear 
the like? [OE eefre, of unkn. orig. ] 

’ev'erglade, n. Marshy tract of land, 
esp. (pi.) swamp in S. Florida, [prec. 
-F GLADE] 

ev'ergreen, a. & n. Always green or fresh 
(lit. & fig.); (tree, shrub) having green 
leaves all the year round (cf. deciduous). 

everlas'ting (-ah-), a. & n. 1. Lasting for 
ever; lasting long; lasting too long, 
repeated too often; (of plants) keeping 
shape and colour when dried. 2. n. 
Eternity, as from ~; ~ flower; strong 
twilled woollen stuff. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~NESS n. [ME ; EVER -[-LASTING] 
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ev£rt', v.t. (Physiol.) turn (organ etc.) 
inside out; (arch.) overthrow (gover- 
ment etc.). So evfir'siON n. [f. L 

__E(verlere vers- turn) ] 
ev'ery (-vr-), a. Each, all (w. sing, vb), as 
~ word of it is false, (w. possess, pron.) it 
engaged his ~ thought, (of succession or 
alternation) he comes ~ day, ~ other (i.e. 
second) day, ~ three days, ~ third day; ~ 
now & then, ~ now & again, ~ so often, 
from time to time; ~ bit (quite) as much: 
~body (else), ~ (other) person; ~day' 
(adj.), occurring daily, worn or used on 
ordinary days, commonplace; ~ one each, 
as ~ one of them is wrong; ~one (also ~ 
one), ~ body, as ~one likes to have his way; 
~thing, all things, as ~ thing depends on 
that, thing of first importance, as pace 
is ~thing; ~ time (colloq.), without ex¬ 
ception, without any hesitation; ~ way, in 
~ way, in ~ respect; ~ where, in ~ place. 
[OE wfre eelc ever each] 

Ev'eryman (6vr-), n. The ordinary or 
typical human being, the ‘ man in the 
street ’. [character in 16th c. morality] 

evict', v.t. Expel (person; esp. tenant 
from land etc.); recover (property, title 
to it, of, from, person) by legal process. 
So evic'tiON, evic'tOR, nn. [f. L E(vin- 
eere vict- conquer)] 

ev'idence,n.,&v.t. 1. Clearness, obvious¬ 
ness, esp. in ~, conspicuous. 2. Indica¬ 
tion, sign, (of quality, treatment, etc.); 
testimony, facts, making for (also of) a 
conclusion, esp. (pi.) the E~s of Christian¬ 
ity; INTERNAL, EXTERNAL, 3. (law). 
Information (given personally or drawn 
from documents etc.) tending to estab¬ 
lish fact, as call (person) in ~ (as a wit¬ 
ness), CIRCUMSTANTIAL, PRESUMPTIVE, verbal 
~; || turn King’s, Queen’s ~, (of accom¬ 
plice in crime) give ~ against one’s 
accomplices; statements, proofs, ad¬ 
missible as testimony in court. 4. v.t. 
Serve to indicate, attest. So evIden'tiAL 
(-shl), eviden'ti.ARY1 (-sha-), aa., evi- 
den'tialLY3 (-sha-) adv. [OF, or f. L 
evidentia (as foil., see -ence)] 

ev'ident, a. Obvious (to eyes or mind). 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [OF, or f. L E(videre 
see), see -ent] 

ev'il (-vl, -vil), a., n., & adv. 1. Bad, 
harmful; the E~ One, the Devil; of ~ 
(bad) repute, an ~ (slanderous) tongue; ~ 
eye, malicious look, pop. believed to do 
material harm. 2. n. ~ thing, sin, harm, 
(of two choose the less); ~-doer; Aleppo 
~, a disease of boils; = king’s3. adv. 
In ~ manner, as speak ~ of, (Bibl.) ~ 
entreat, ~-disposed. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[OE yfel, OS, OHG ubil, Goth, ubils f. 
Gmc *ubhilaz] 

evince', v.t. Show, indicate, (quality etc., 
that etc.); show that one has (quality). 
Hence evin'civE a. [as evict] 

Cv'Irlate, v.t. Castrate (male); (fig.) de¬ 
prive of manly qualities. So ~a'tion n. 
[f. L E(virarc f. vir man), see -ate3] 

evis'cerlate, v.t. Disembowel; (fig.) 
empty (thing) of vital contents. Hence 
~a'tion n. [f. L eviscerare (viscera), see 
-ate 3] 

evoke', v.t. Call up (spirit from the dead, 
feelings, memories, energies); || summon 
(cause) to higher court. So evocA'TiON n., 
evoc'atiVE, evoc'atORY aa. [f. h e(vocare 
call), or f. earlier evocation ] 

ev'olute (-dot), a. & n. ~ (curve), locus of 
centres of curvature of another curve that 
is its involute, [f. L p.p. as evolve] 

evolu'tion (-loo-), n. 1. Opening out (of 
roil, bud, etc.; usu. fig.); appearance (of 
events etc.) in due succession; evolving, 
giving off, (of gas, heat, etc.). 2. Unfold¬ 
ing of curve; (Math.) extraction of root 
from any given power (of. involution). 

3. Development (of organism, design, 
argument, etc.); Theory of E~ (that the 
embryo is not created by fecundation, 
but developed from a pre-existing form); 
origination of species by development 
from earlier forms, not by special creation 
(cf. creationism), whence ~ism, ~ist, nn., 
~is'tic a., (-lboshon-). 4. Formation of 
heavenly bodies by concentration of 
cosmic matter. 5. Change in disposition 
of troops or ships; wheeling about, move¬ 
ment, in dancing etc. Hence ~al, ~ary l, 

aa., (-Idbshon-). [f. L evoluiio (as evolve, 

see -ion)] 

ev'olutivc (-loo-), a. Tending to evolution. 
[-ive ] 

evolve', v.t. & i. Unfold, open out, (fig.); 
set forth in due sequence; give off (heat 
etc.); develop, deduce, (theory, facts, 
etc.); develop (t. & i.) by natural process; 
~ from one’s inner consciousness, create 
imaginatively (often joe. of romancing 
etc.). Hence ~ment (-vm-) n. f. Le(vol- 
vere volui- roll)]. 

evul'sion, n. Forcible extraction, [f. L 
evulsio f. e(vellere vuls- pluck), see -ion ] 

ewe (u), n. Female sheep; one’s ~ lamb, 
one’s most cherished possession (2 Sam. 
xii); ~-necked, (of horses) having a thin 
concave neck. [OE cowu, OS eww-i, OHG 
ouwi, ON eer f. Gmc *awi- cogn. w. L 
outs] 

evv'er, n. Pitcher; water-jug with a wide 
mouth. [ME, f. AF *ewere = OF aiguiere- 
t. Rom. aquaria, fern. adj. as n. (aqua 
water, see -ary1)] 

euiigkeit (a'vlgklt), n. (joc.). Into, in, the 
~, into thin air, in the unknown. [G, = 
eternity] 

&r, prep, (eommerc.). (Of goods) out of, 
sold from, (ship, store, etc.); (of stocks or 
shares) 6x div'ldend (abbr. Sx div. or x.d.), 
not including next dividend. [L] 

ex-1, pref. 1. = L ex before h, c, p, q, s 
(which is often dropped), and t; becoming 
ef- before /, e- before other consonants; 
forming vbs with sense ‘ out ’, ‘ forth ’, 
(exclude, exit), ‘ upward ’ (extol), ‘ thor¬ 
oughly ’ (excruciate), ‘ make so-&-so ’ 
(exasperate), ‘ remove, expel, free, from ’ 



ex- 420 except 

(expatriate, -onerate, -coriate), and adjj. w. 
sense ‘ not having esp. in form e- 
(ecaudate tailless). 2. L ex is prefixed to 
nn. and rarely adjj. (orig. to titles of 
office etc.) in sense ‘ formerly ‘ quon¬ 
dam as ex-chancellor, ex-Prime-Minister. 

ex-2, pref. repr. Gk ex (ek before vowels) 
out, as exodus, eedysis. 

exa'cerbjate, v.t. Aggravate (pain, dis¬ 
ease, anger); irritate (person etc.). So 
~a'tion n. [f. L F.x1(acerbare f. acerbus 
hitter)] 

exact'1 (-gz-), a. Precise, rigorous, (rules, 
order, etc.); (of person, judgement, 
description, report, answer, etc.) accurate, 
strictly correct; ~ sciences (admitting of 
absolute precision). Hence or cogn. 
exac'tiTUDE, ~ness, nn., (-gz-). [f. L p.p. 
as foil.] 

exact'2 (-gz-), v.t. Demand & enforce pay¬ 
ment of (money, fees, etc., from., of, per¬ 
son), insist upon (act, conduct, from, of), 
whence ~ing2 a.; (of circumstances) 
require urgently. Hence or cogn. exac't- 
able a., exac'tOR n., (-gz-). [f. L ex1- 

(igere act- = agere drive)] 
exac'tion (-gz-), n. Exacting (o/ money 
etc.); sum, thing, thus exacted; illegal or 
exorbitant demand, extortion; arbitrary 
& excessive impost. [ME, f. L exactio 
(as prec., see -ion)] 

exact'ly (-gz-), adv. In adj. senses, esp. (as 
answer or confirmation) quite so, just 
as you say. [-ly2] 

exa'gger|ate (Igzaj-), v.t. Magnify (thing 
described, or abs.) beyond limits of truth; 
intensify, aggravate; make (physical 
features etc.) of abnormal size. Hence or 
cogn.~atedLY2,~ativeLY2,adw.,~A'TiON, 

~atOR, nn., ~atiVE a., (Igzaj-). [f. L ex1- 

(aggerare heap up, f. agger heap), see -ate 3 ] 

exalt' (Igzawlt'), v.t. Raise, place high in 
rank, power, etc.; praise, extol, (often 
~ to the skies); dignify, ennoble, (esp. 
in p.p.); intensify (colours etc.). [ME, f. 
L Ex'ialtare f. altus high)] 

exalta'tion (-awl-), n. Raising, lifting up, 
(usu. fig.); elation, rapturous emotion; 
intensification. [ME, f. OF, or f. LL 
exaltatio (prec., -ation)] 

exam' (-gz-), n. (colloq.). See foil, 
examina'tion (-gz-), n. Minute inspection 

(of, into); post-mortem ~; (colloq. abbr. 
exam) testing of knowledge or ability (of 
pupils, candidates) by questions oral or 
written; ~ -paver, scries of such questions 
or of examinee’s answers to them. Hence 
~al (-sbon-) a. [ME, f. OF, or f. L exa- 
minatio (as foil., see -ation)] 

exam'in|e (-gz-), v.t. & i. Investigate, 
scrutinize, (accounts, person in or on 
subject, organ, baggage for contraband 
goods, theory, statement, one’s own 
conscience, whether)-, (intr.) inquire into. 
Hence ~ant, ~ee', ~er\ nn., ~afdb'iAL 
a., (-gz-). [ME, f. OF examiner or L 
examinare (examen, for exagmen, tongue of 
balance, examination, as exact2)] 

exam'ple (lgzah-), n., & v.t. Fact, thing, 
illustrating general rule; problem, exer¬ 
cise, designed to do this; specimen of 
workmanship, picture, etc.; warning to 
others, as make an ~ of (punish) him', 
precedent, as beyond, without, ~; conduct 
as object of imitation, as give, set, a good 
~ (cf. exemplary); take ~ by, copy; (v.t., 
rare exc. in p.p.) exemplify. [ME ; (vb f. 
n.) OF f. L exemylum (as exempt1)] 

exan'imate (-gz-), a. Dead; lacking 
animation, spiritless, [f. L ex’animare 
deprive of life (anima), see -ate2] 

&c an'lmo, adv. & a. Heartily, sincere(ly). 
[L, = from the soul] 

ex'arch (-k), n. (Under Byzantine 
emperors) governor of distant province; 
(in Eastern Church) patriarch, bishop, 
patriarch’s deputy. So ^ate1 (-k-) n. 
[f. LL f. Gk exarkhos f. Ex2(arkho rule)] 

exas'per|ate (-gz-), v.t. Make worse (ill 
feeling, disease, pain); irritate (person; 
~ated at, by); provoke (person to ill, to do). 
Hence or cogn. ~atingLY2 adv., ~a'tion 
n., (-gz-). [f. L 'KX1(asperare f. asper 
rough), see -ate3] 

Sx cathed'rd, adv. & a. Authoritative(ly). 
[L, = from the (teacher’s) chair] 

ex'cav|ate, v.t. Make hollow; make (hole, 
channel) by digging; dig out (soil) leaving 
a hole; unearth, get out, by digging. 
Hence or cogn. ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. 
L EX1(carare f. cavus hollow), see -ate3] 

exceed', v.t. & i. Do more than is 
warranted by (one’s commission, rights, 
etc.); be greater than (quantity, thing, 
by so much); surpass (person etc. in); 
be pre-eminent, whence ~ing2 a. & (arch.) 
adv., ~ingLY2 adv.; be immoderate in 
feeding etc.; exaggerate. [ME, f. OF 
exceder f. L EX1(cede>-e cess- go)] 

excel', v.t. & 1. (-11-). Surpass (others in 
quality, in doing); bo pre-eminent (in, 
at, thing, in quality, in doing). [ME, f. L 
Ex1(cellere, cf. celsus lofty)] 

ex'cellence, n. Surpassing merit; thing 
in which person etc. excels. [ME, f. L 
excellentia (as prec., see -ence)] 

ex'cellency, n. Title (Your, His, Her, E~) 
of ambassadors, governors & their wives, 
& some other officers, [as prec., see 
-ENCY] 

ex'cellent, a. Pre-eminent; very good. 
Hence ~ly3 adv. [OF (as prec., see -ent)] 

excel'sior, int. & n. Higher (as trade 
mark etc.); ’soft shavings of wood for 
stuffing. [L, compar. of Ex’ceisits lofty] 

except' \ v.t. & i. Exclude (thing) from 
enumeration, statement, etc., as present 
company ~ed, ~ him from the general 
pardon; make objection against. So 
excep'tivE a. [f. L Ex1(cipere cept- = 
capcre take) ] 

except'2, excepting, prep. & conj. (~ing 
is required only after not, without, as we 
are all fallible, except the pope, but not 
excepting the pope; ~ing is also usual after 
always). 1. Not including, but, as we all 
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failed ~ him, he is everywhere ~ in the 
right place, never to be found ~ in, toe 
wrong place, it is right ~ that the accents 
are omitted, ~ /or the omission of accents. 
2. conj. (arch.). Unless, as ~ he be born 
again. [except ME; except orig. p.p. (t. L 
as prec.) in abs. constr. (~ you= you being 
excepted); ~ing, abs. use of part, of prec.] 

excep'tion, n. Excepting; thing excepted, 
thing that does not follow the rule; the 
— proves the rule, the excepting of some 
cases shows that the rule exists, or that 
it applies to those not excepted; with the 
~ of, except; take ~, object to; subject, 
liable, to ~ (objection), whence ~able 
(-shon-) a. [ME, f. OF, or f. L exceptio 
(EXCEPT1, -ION)] 

exceptional (-shon-), a. Forming an 
exception; unusual, as ~ advantages. 
Hence ~ity (-41-) n., ~ly2 adv. [-AL] 

excerpt1 (Sk'serpt or Ikserpt'), n. Extract 
from book etc., article from learned 
society’s Transactions etc. printed off 
separately for private circulation, [as foil. ] 

excfjrpt'2, v.t. Extract, quote, (passage 
from book etc., or abs.). Hence or cogn. 
~ibi,e a., excerp'tiON n. [f. L ex\cerpere 
cerpt- = carpere pluck)] 

excess', n. (Usu. pi.) outrage; intem¬ 
perance in eating or drinking; over¬ 
stepping of due limits; fact of exceeding, 
esp. in~ of, more than; amount by which 
one exceeds another; ~ fare on railway, 
payment due for travelling farther or in 
higher class than ticket warrants; ~ 
luggage (over the weight for free carriage); 
superabundance, extreme degree, (of 
cruelty etc.); exceeding of the proper 
amount or degree, esp. in, to, ~ ; ~ profits 
duty, levy, tax, tax on profits swollen by 
war conditions. So ~ive a., ~iveLY2 (-vl-) 
adv. [ME, f. OF exces f. L excessus -us (as 
EXCEED)] 

exchange'1, n. 1. Act, process, of ex¬ 
changing (of goods, prisoners of war, 
blows, words, etc.; ~ is no robbery, joc. 
excuse for unfair ~). 2. Exchanging of 
coin for its equivalent in coin of same or 
another country; money-changer’s trade; 
par of ■—*, standard value of coinage of one 
country in terms of that of another; 
(rate, course, of) —, price at which bills 
drawn in a foreign currency may be 
bought, also, difference between this & 
par; system of settling debts between 
persons (esp. in different countries) 
without money, by bills of~ (first, second, 
third, of ~, separate bills of even tenor 
& date as security against miscarriage). 
3. Thing exchanged for another. 4. Build¬ 
ing where merchants assemble to transact 
business, as stock—■. 5. II Central tele¬ 
phone office of a district where connexions 
are made for local or trunk calls. [ME, 
f. AF eschaunge = OF eschange (ex-1, 
change *): later ex- after L] 

exchange'2, v.t. & i. Give, receive, 
(thing) in place of (for) another; inter¬ 

exclude 
change (blows, words, glances, etc.); 
(v.i., esp. of coin) be received as equi¬ 
valent for; pass (from one regiment or 
ship into another) by exchange with 
another officer. [ME, f. OF eschangier 
(EX-1, CHANGE2)] 

exchan'gealble (-jobl), a. That may be 
exchanged (for); ~6Ze value (estimated by 
that of the goods for which a thing may 
be exchanged). Hence ~bil'ity ( jab-) n. 
[-ABIE] 

exche'quer (-ker), n. || Department of 
public service charged with receipt & 
custody of revenue; || Chancellor of the 
f?~, finance minister of United Kingdom; 
royal or national treasury; money of 
private person etc.; || (also Court of E~) 
court of law, now merged in King’s 
Bench Division (orig. using table with 
chequered cloth for accounts); I! ~ bill 
(issued by authority of Parliament, 
bearing interest at current rate). [ME, 
AF escheker, OF eschequier f. med. L 
scaccarium chess-board, chequer1; ex- 
by erron. assoc, w. ex- 1 in exchange etc. ] 

excise'1 (-z), n., & v.t. 1. Duty or tax 
levied on goods & commodities produced 
or sold at home, & on various licences 
etc.; II government office collecting ~ 
(now Board of Customs <£- E~); || ~'man, 
officer collecting~ & preventing infringe¬ 
ment of ~ laws. 2. v.t. I’orce (person) to 
pay ~, overcharge (also fig.). Hence 
excis'ABLE (-z-) a. [(vb f. n.) f. MDu. 
exeijs, accijs f. OF acceis tax f. Horn. 
*accensum f. *accensare tax (census)] 

excise'2 (-z), v.t. Cut out (passage of 
book, limb, organ, etc.); (Bot., Zool.) 
cut out, notch. So exci'siON (-zhon) n. 
[f. L EX^c-uZere cis- — caedere cut)] 

excit|e', v.t. Set in motion, rouse up, 
(feelings, faculties, etc.); provoke, bring 
about, (action, active condition); pro¬ 
mote activity of (bodily organs etc.) by 
stimulus; move (person) to strong 
emotion; (colloq. ellipt.) don’t ~e!, keep 
cool!; (Electr., Magnet.) induce activity 
in (substance), set (current) in motion, 
whence excitA'TiON n.; (Photog.) sensitize 
(plate). Hence or cogn. ~aBiL'iTY, ~e- 
ment (-tm-), nn., ex'citANT a. & n., ~- 
able (esp., of persons, easily ~ed, un¬ 
balanced), ~'ative, ~'atORY, aa.,~'edLY2 
adv. [ME, f. OF exciter or L excitare 
frequent, of EX1(ctore set in motion)] 

exclaim', v.i. & t. Cry out, esp. from 
pain, anger, etc.; utter (words quoted 
direct or -with that) thus; ~ against, 
accuse loudly, [f. F exclamer or L ex- 
clamare, sp. after claim] 

exciama'tion, n. Exclaiming; words 
exclaimed; note of ~ (!). So exclam- 

atORY a. [ME, f. OF, or f. L exclamatio 
(prec., -ation)] 

exclude' (-lood), v.t. Shut out (person, 
thing, from place, society, privilege, etc.); 
prevent the occurrence of, make im¬ 
possible, (doubt etc.); expel & shut out. 
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So exclu'siON (-loozhn) n. [ME, f. L 
%xl(cliidere clus- = claudere shut)] 

exclusive (-loo-), a. Shutting out; not ad¬ 
mitting of; desirous of excluding others, 
(of social circles etc.) chary of admitting 
members, select, whence exclus'lviSM(2) 
(-loo-) n.; (shop, newspaper) not to be 
had, not published, elsewhere; (of terms 
etc.) excluding all but what is specified; 
employed, followed, to the exclusion of 
all else, as his ~ occupation; (quasi-adv.) 
not counting, as 20 men, ~ of our own. 
Hence ~ly2 (-loosivl-) adv., ~ness 

(-lobslvn-) n. [f. med. L exclusivus (prec., 
-I YE)] 

exco'gitlate, v.t. Think out, contrive. 
So ~a'tion n., ~atrvE a. [f. L exl(cogitare 
COGITATE) ] 

excommun'icatle, v.t. (eccl.). Cut off 
(person) from participation in sacra¬ 
ments, or from all communication with 
the Church. So excommunicA'TiON, 
~ok, nn., ~ive, ~ory, aa. [f. LL ex '(coto- 
municare f. communis common), see -ate3] 

exco'rilate, v.t. Remove part of skin of 
(person etc.) by abrasion etc.; strip, peel 
off, (skin). So ~a'tion n. [f. L EX'coriare 
(corium hide), see -ate 3 ] 

ex'crement, n. Waste matter discharged 
from bowels, dung, (often pi.). Hence or 
cogn. ~al (-8n-), ~i'tious' (-ishus), aa. 
[f. F excriment or L excrementum (as 
excrete, see -ment)] 

excres'cence, n. Abnormal or morbid 
outgrowth on animal or vegetable body 
(also fig.). So excrescen'tiAL (-shed) a. 
[f. L excrescenlia (as foil., see -ence)] 

excres'cent, a. Growing abnormally; 
redundant; (Gram., of sound in word) 
due merely to euphony, [f. L Ex'(crescere 
cret- grow), -ENT] 

excret'a, n. pi. Waste expelled from body, 
esp. faeces & urine. [L, p.p. as foil. ] 

excretle', v.t. (Of animals or plants) 
separate & expel (waste matters, also 
abs.) from system. Hence or cogn. 
excre'tiox n., ~'ive, ~'ory, aa. [f. L 
ex’(cernere cret- sift)] 

excru'ciatle (-krdbshi-), v.t. Torment 
acutely (person’s senses; now esp. in 
part, as adj.); torture mentally (now 
rare). Hence or cogn. ~ingLY2 (-krobshi-) 
adv., excruciA'TlON (-krbo-) n. [f. L 
ex '(cruciare torment f. crux crucis cross), 
see -ate3] 

ex'culpate, v.t. Free from blame; clear 
(person from charge etc.). Hence ex- 
culpa’tion n., excul'patoRY a. [f. med. 
L exl(culpare, culpa blame), see -ate3] 

excu'rrent, a. Rimning out; (of blood) 
flowing from heart, arterial; affording an 
exit; (Bot.) projecting, [as foil., see -ent] 

excursle', v.i. (rare). Wander, digress 
(usu. fig.); make an excursion. Hence 
~'ive a., ~'iveLY2 (-vl-) adv., ~'IveNESS 
(-vn-) n. [f. L Ex1(currere curs- rim)] 

excur'sion (-shon), n. Journey, ramble, 
with intention of returning (also fig.); 

pleasure trip of number of persons, 
whence~ist (-shon-) n.; ~ train (for~ists, 
usu. at reduced rates); (arch.) sortie 
(alarms dfc ~s); (Astron.) deviation from 
regular path. Hence ~al, ~ary1, aa., 
(-shon-). [f. L excursio (as prec., see -ion)] 

excurs'us, n. (pi. ~es). Detailed dis¬ 
cussion of special point in book, usu. in 
appendix at end. [L vbl n. as excurse] 

excusle'1 (-z), v.t. Attempt to lessen the 
blame attaching to (person, act); obtain 
exemption for (person, oneself, from 
duty etc.); (of things) serve as excul¬ 
pation of (person, act, person for act); 
release (person from a duty; also double 
obj., as we him the fee); dispense with, 
as we will ~e your presence; me (as 
apology for lack of ceremony, interrup¬ 
tion, etc.; also as form of dissent). So 
•~'able, ~'atORY, aa., ~'abLY2 adv., (-z-). 

[ME & OF es-, excuse(r) f. L ex 1cusare 
(causa cause1)] 

excuse'2 (-s), n. Apology offered, exculpa¬ 
tion (usu. in ~ of); ground of this; plea 
for release from duty etc. [ME, f. OF (as 
prec.)] 

II ex'eat, n. (In schools, colleges, etc.) per¬ 
mission for temporary absence. [L, 3rd 
sing. subj. of ex'(ire go)] 

ex'ecrablle, a. Abominable. Hence~LY2 
adv. [f. L execrabilis (foil., -ble)] 

ex'ecratle, v.t. & i. Express, feel, abhor¬ 
rence for; (v.i.) utter curses. Hence or 
cogn. execrA'TioN n., ~ive, ~ory, aa. [f. 

L ex 1(s)ecrari (sacrare devote f. sacer 
sacred, accursed), see -ate3] 

exec'utant (-gz-), n. One who executes, 
performer, (of music etc.), [f. F executant, 
part, as foil. ] 

ex'ecut|e, v.t. Carry (plan, command, 
law, judicial sentence, will) into effect; 
carry out design for (product of art or 
skill); perform (action, operation, etc.); 
make (legal instrument) valid by signing, 
sealing, etc.; II convey (estate) in pro¬ 
perty; discharge (office, function); per¬ 
form (musical composition); inflict capital 
punishment on. Hence ~ablb a. [ME, f. 
OF executer f. med. L executare i. L 
ex 1(sequi secul- follow)] 

execution, n. Carrying out, perform¬ 
ance ; dexterity in performing music; (of 
weapons) destructive effect, as do ~ (also 
fig. of personal charms etc.); seizure of 
property or person of debtor in default of 
payment; infliction of capital punish¬ 
ment, whence ~er 1 (-shon-) n.; || E~ Dock 
(hist.), place on bank of Thames near 
Wapping where pirates were formerly 
hanged. [ME, f. OF execution f. L execu- 
tionem (as prec., -ion)] 

exec'utive (-gz-), a. & n. 1. Pertaining to, 
having the function of, executing. 2. 
(Branch of government) concerned with 
executing laws, decrees, & sentences (cf. 
judicial, legislative). 3. “Person in ~ 
position in business organization etc. 
[-IYE ] 
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executor, n. 1. (ek'si-). One who carries 
out or performs. 2. (Igzek1). Person 
appointed by testator to execute his will; 
literary ~, person charged with writer’s 
unpublished works etc. Hence execu- 
tor'iAL a., exec'utorSHip, exec'uTKix (pi. 
-cut'rices), nn., (-gz-). [ME, f. AF executour 
f. Ij executorem (execute, -or)] 

exegles'is, n. Exposition esp. of Scrip¬ 
ture. So ~et'ic(AL) aa., ~et'icali,Y2 adv. 
[Gk exegesis f. v,x-(egeomai lead)] 

exem'plar (-gz-), n. Model, pattern; type 
(of a class); parallel instance. [ME, f. OF 
exemplaire f. LL exemplarium (example, 
-ary1)] 

exem'plarly (-gz-), a. Fit to be imitated; 
typical; illustrative; serving as a warning 
(~y damages in law, exceeding amount 
needed for compensation). Hence ~iiY2 
adv., ~iNESS n. [f. L exemplaris (as 
example, see -ary2)] 

exem'plijfy (-gz-), v.t. Illustrate by 
example: be an example of; make at¬ 
tested copy of (document) under official 
seal. So *—'FICA’tion n. [ME, f. med. L 
exempliftcare (example, -fy)] 

exempt'1 (-gz-), a. & n. 1. Free (from 
taxation, control, failings, etc.). 2. n. 
Person exempted, esp. from tax; || one of 
four officers sometimes commanding 
Yeomen of Guard (now usu. exon). [ME, 
f. OF f. L ex'(mere empt- — emere take)] 

exempt'2 (-gz-), v.t. Free from (as prec.). 
So exemp'tiON (-gz-) n. [prec.] 

exen'ter|ate, v.t. Disembowel (only fig.). 
So ~a'tion n. [f. L exlenterare (Gk 
enleron intestine), see -ate3] 

exequat'ur (-er), n. Recognition of a 
country’s consul by a foreign govern¬ 
ment ; temporal sovereign’s authoriza¬ 
tion of bishop under Papal authority, or 
of publication of Papal bulls. [L, = he 
may perform] 

ex'equies (-kwlz), n. pi. Funeral rites. 
[ME, f. OF f. t exsequiae f. exl(sequi 
follow)] 

ex'ercisc1 (-z), n. Employment (of organ, 
faculty, power, right); practice (of vir¬ 
tues, profession, functions, religious rites); 
exertion of muscles, limbs, etc., esp. 
for health’s sake; bodily, mental, or 
spiritual training; task set for this 
purpose; (pi.) military drill, athletics, 
etc.; academical declamation etc. re¬ 
quired for degree; composition set to 
pupils: act of worship. [ME, f. OF 
exercice f. L exercitium f. Ex'(ercere -cit- 
= arcere restrain) keep at work] 

ex'ercls]e2 (-z), v.t. & i. Employ (faculty, 
right, etc.); train (person etc.); tax the 
powers of; perplex, worry; discharge 
(functions); take, give (horse etc.), exer¬ 
cise. Hence ~able a. [ME ; f. prec.] 

6x€rcita'tion (-gz-), n. Practice, training; 
literary or oratorical exercise, [f. L 
exerciiatio f. exercitare frequent., as exer¬ 

cise1, -ATTON] 
ex'^rgue (-g; also Cgzdtg'), n. Small space 

exhibit 

usu. on reverse of coin or medal, below 
principal device; inscription there. 
Hence exgkg'uAL (-gl) a. [F, f. med. L 
exergumt. Gk EX-2 + ergon work] 

exgkt' (-gz-), v.t. Exercise, bring to bear, 
(quality, force, influence); ~ oneself, 
strive (to do, for object). So ex^k'tiox n. 
(-gz-). [f. L nx'iserereserl- bind) put forth] 

exes (Ck'siz), n. pi. (colloq.). Expenses, 
[abbr. ] 

Ex'eter Hall (8-; bawl), n. Building in 
Strand formerly used for May meetings 
etc. (see May). 

Sx'eimt, v.i. (Stage direction) they (two 
or more actors) leave the stage; ~ om'nes, 
all leave the stage. [L, = they go out] 

exfol'i|ate, v.i. (Of bone, skin, minerals, 
etc.) come off in scales or layers; (of 
tree) throw off layers of bark. So ~a'tion 
n. [f. L TSXl(follare f. folium leaf), see 
-ate 3] 

grd'tia (-shia), phr. As an act of grace. 
[L] 

exhalation (8ksa-), n. Evaporation; 
puff of breath; short burst (of anger etc.); 
mist, vapour; effluvium. [ME, f. L 
exhalatio (foil., -ation)] 

exhale', v.t. & i. Give off (fumes etc., 
also fig.) in vapour; be thus given off, 
evaporate, (from, out of); (Path., of 
animal fluids) pass off in minute quanti¬ 
ties through blood-vessel etc.; breathe 
out (life, soul, words, etc.); gut rid of 
(anger etc.) as if by blowing. [ME, f. OF 
exhaler f. L ex \lmlare breathe) ] 

exhaust'1 (igzaw-), n. (In hydraulic, 
steam, or internal-combustion engines) 
expulsion or exit of motive fluid, steam, 
or gaseous products of combustion from 
cylinder after completion of power stroke 
by piston; similar exit of spent fluid or 
gases from turbine; ~-pipe etc. (for this); 
process of exhausting vessel of air; 
(apparatus for) production of outward 
current cf air by creating partial vacuum, 
[f. foil.] 

exhaust'2 (Igzaw-), v.t. Draw off (air, 
also fig.); consume entirely; use, account 
for, the whole of; empty (vessel) of 
contents; say, find out, all that is worth 
knowing of (subject); drain (person, king¬ 
dom, etc.) of strength, resources, etc. esp. 
in p.p.); tire out. Hence ~Iril'ity n., 
~ible a. [f. L wx1(haurire haust- draw)] 

exhaustion (Igzaws'chon), n. Exhausting 
(in all senses); total loss of strength; 
arrival at a conclusion by eliminating 
alternatives, [-ion] 

exhaustive (igzaw-), a. Tending to ex¬ 
haust esp. a subject; comprehensive. 
Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness (-vn-) n. 
[-IVE 1 

exhib'it1 (Igzl-), n. Document or thiug 
produced in lawcourt & referred to in 
written evidence; thing, collection of 
things, sent by person, firm, etc., to an 
exhibition; showing, display, [f. L neut. 
p.p. as foil.] 
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exhib'it2 (Igzi-), v.t. Show, display; sub¬ 
mit for consideration; manifest (quality); 
show publicly (for amusement, in com¬ 
petition, etc.). So ~or n., ~ory a. [f. L 
exl(hibere Mbit- = habere hold)] 

exhibition (Cksi-), n. 1. Showing, display, 
(of thing); make an ~ of oneself, behave so 
as to excite contempt; public display of 
works of art etc.; the Oreat E~, first ~ 
on large scale, London, 1851. 2. II Fixed 
sum given to student for term of years 
from funds of school, college, etc., whence 
II ~er 1 (eksibish'on-) n„ cf. scholarship. 

[OF, f. LL exhibitionem (as prec., see 
-ion) ; sense 2 f. LL use ‘ food, mainten¬ 
ance ’ ] 

exhibitionism (Ckslbish'on-), n. Ten¬ 
dency towards display or extravagant 
behaviour; (Path.) perverted mental 
condition characterized by indecent ex¬ 
posure of the person. So ~ist n. & a. 
[-ISM] 

exhil'arlate (igzi-), v.t. Enliven, gladden, 
(person, spirits). So ~ant(2) a. & n., 
*—'Action n., ~atrvTS a., (igzi-). [f. L 
E x(hilarare f. hilaris cheerful), see 
-ATE3] 

exhort (Igzort'), v.t. Admonish earnestly; 
urge (person to do, to a course); advocate 
(reform etc.). So ~'ativK, ~'atORY, aa., 
(igzort'-). [ME, f. OF exhorter or L ex1- 
(horlari see hortatory)] 

exhorta'tion (6ks<5r-), n. Exhorting; 
formal, liturgical, address. [ME, f. 01’, or 
f. L exhortatio (prec., -ation)] 

exhum|e', v.t. Dig out, unearth, (lit. & 
fig.). So ~a'tion n. [f. F exhumer f. med. 
L ex1{kumare f. humus ground)] 

exigence, -cy, nn. Urgent need; emer¬ 
gency. [F, or LL exigentia (foil., -ency)] 

exigent, a. Urgent, pressing; requiring 
much, exacting; ~ of, demanding, [f. L 
exigere exact2, see -ent] 

exigible, a. That may be demanded or 
exacted (against, from, person), [as prec., 
-BLE] 

exig'uous, a. Scanty, small. Hence or 
cogn. exigu'iTY, ~ness, nn. [f. L exiguus 
(as prec.) -f-ous] 

exile1, n. Penal banishment; long ab¬ 
sence from one’s country (also fig.). [ME, 
f. OF exit f. L ex 1silium (satire leap) ] 

exile2, n. Banished person (lit. & fig.). 
[ME, f. prec., or OF exile, & infl. by L 
exul] 

exile3, v.t. Banish (person from; lit. & 
fig.). [ME, f. OF exilier i. LL exiliare (as 
EXILE1)] 

exil'|ian, a. Of the Jews’ exile in Babylon. 
So ~ic a. [f. L as exile1 -f-ian] 

exility, n. (pedant.). Thinness; subtlety. 
[f. L exilitas (exilis thin, see -ty)] 

exist' (-gz-), v.i. Have place in the domain 
of reality; have being under specified 
conditions; ~ as (in the form of); (of cir¬ 
cumstances etc.) occur, be found; live; 
continue in being, [c. 1G00, back form. f. 
foil.; cf. F exister] 

exis'tence (-gz-), n. Being, existing, esp. 
in ~; life, as a wretched, precarious, ~; 
mode of ex isting; existing thing; all that 
exists. [ME, f. OF, f. LL existentia f. L 
Ex \sistere redupl. f. stare stand), see 
-ENCY] 

exis'tent (-gz-), a. Existing, actual, 
current, [-ent] 

existen'tial (-gz-; -shl), a. Of or relating 
to existence; (Log., of a proposition) 
predicating existence, [f. LL existentialis, 
see existence] 

existen'tial|ism (-gz-; -shal-), n. An 
anti-intellectualist philosophy of life 
holding that man is free & responsible, 
based on the assumption that reality 
as existence can only be lived but can 
never become the object of thought. 
Hence ~ist a. & n. [f. F existentialisme, 
see prec. & -ism] 

ex'it1, n. Departure of player from stage 
(also fig.); death; going out or forth; 
liberty to do this; passage to go out by. 
[f. L exitus -us going out (as foil.); partly 
also from foil. ] 

&c'ff2, v.i. (Sta.ge direction) — goes off 
stage, as E~ Macbeth (also fig.). [3rd 
sing. pres, of L Ex(ire it- go)] 

ex-lib'ris, n. Book-plate, label with 
arms, crest, etc., & owner’s name pasted 
into book. [L ex libris from library (of 
S0-&-80)] 

ex'o- in comb. = Gk exo outside, as: 
~dcrm, outer layer of blastoderm; 
~gamous, ~gamy, (-6gi), (of, following) 
custom compelling man to marry outside 
his own tribe; ~£ren n., ~genous (-6j-) a., 
= dicotyledon (ous), w. ref. to external 
growth of stem; ~path'ic, (of disease) 
originating outside the body; ~phagous, 
~phagy, (-of1), not eating members of 
one’s own tribe; ~plasm, outermost layer 
of protoplasm; ~sktl'eton, external 
integument, bony or leathery; ~smos'is, 
passage of a fluid outwards through a 
porous septum. 

ex'odus, n. Departure, going forth, (esp. 
of body of emigrants); departure of 
Israelites from Egypt; (f?~) book of O.T. 
relating this. [LL, f. Gk EX2odos (hodos 
way)] 

Sx offl'cio (-shio), adv. & a. In virtue of 
one’s office, as ~ members of committee, 
[L] 

II ex'on, n. See exempt1, [repr. F pron.] 
exon'er|ate (-gz-), v.t. Exculpate; free 
(person) from (blame etc.); release (person 
from duty etc.). Hence or cogn. ~a'tion 

n., ~ativE a., (-gz-). [f. L ex\onerare f. 
onus -eris burden), see -ate3] 

exophthal'm|us, -os, n. Protrusion of 
eyeball. Hence ~ic a. [f. Gk EX2(ophthal- 
mos eye) adj.] 

ex6rb'It]ant (-gz-), a. Grossly excessive 
(of price, demand, ambition, person). 
Hence ~ance n., ~antLY2 adv., (-gz-). 
[f. LL ex 'orbitare go out of the wheel- 
-track (orbit), -ant] 
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ex'orc|ize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Expel (evil spirit 
from, out of, person or place) by invoca¬ 
tion or use of holy name; clear (person, 
place, of evil spirits). So ~ism, -ist, nn. 
[f. LL exorcizare f. Gk Exzorkizo ((horkos 
oath)] 

exdrd'ilum, n. (pi. -iums, -ia). Beginning, 
introductory part, esp. of discourse or 
treatise. Hence ~al a. [L, f. ex l(ordiri 
begin) ] 

exote'ric, a. & n. (Of doctrines, modes of 
speech, etc.) intelligible to outsiders (cf. 
esoteric) ; (of disciples) not admitted to 
esoteric teaching; commonplace, ordi¬ 
nary, popular; (n. pi.) ~ doctrines or 
treatises. Hence ~al a., ~ali.v2 adv. [f. 
LL f. Gk exbterikos (exolerd compar., see 
EXO-, -ic)] 

exot'ic (-gz-), a. & n. 1. (Of plants, 
words, fashions) introduced from abroad; 
strange, bizarre. 2. n. ~ plant (also fig.). 
[f. L f. Gk exotikos see EXO-, -ic)] 

expand', v.t. & i. Spread out flat (t. & i.); 
expound, write out, in full (what is 
condensed or abbreviated, algebraical 
expression, etc.); develop (t. & i.) into; 
swell, dilate, increase in bulk, (t. & i.); 
become genial, throw off reserve; ■—ed 
metal, sheet metal slit and stretched into 
a lattice, used (esp.) to reinforce concrete. 
So expansiBiL'iTY n., expan'siBLE a. [f. 
L ex 1(pandere pans- spread)] 

expanse', n. Wide area or extent; expan¬ 
sion. [asprec.] 

expan'sile, a. (Capable) of expansion, 

[-it] 
expan'sion (-shn), n. Expanding; (Com- 
merc.) extension of transactions; ~ (in¬ 
crease) of the currency, of territory, whence 
~ism(3), ~ist(2), nn. (-shon-); increase in 
bulk of steam in cylinder of engine; 
triple— engine (in which steam passes 
through 3 cylinders), [f. LL expansio 
(prec., -ion)] 

expan'sive, a. Able, tending, to expand 
(t. & i.); extensive; comprehensive; (of 
persons, feelings, speech) effusive. Hence 
~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness (-vn-), expansiv- 

ity, nn. [as prec., see-ive] 

{•jcpart'e, adv. & a. (law, & transf.). On, in 
the interests of, one side only; (adj., ex- 
-parte) made or said thus, as an ex-parte 
statement. [L] 

expa'ti|ate (-shi-.), v.i. Speak, write, 
copiously (ore subject); wander unre¬ 
strained (usu. fig.). Hence ~a'tion (-si-) 

n.; ~atORY (-sha-) a. [f. L exl(spatiari 
walk about, as space), -ate3] 

expflt'ri|atel, v.t. Banish; (refl.) emi¬ 
grate; (Law of Nations, refl.) renounce 
citizenship. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. mod. L 
ex 1(palriare f. patria native land), see 
-ate3] 

expatriate2, a. & n. Expatriated (per¬ 
son). [as prec., see-ate1’2] 

expect', v.t. Look forward to, regard as 
likely, as I ~ a storm, ~ to see him, ~ him 
to come, ~ (that) he will come, ~ him next 

expend 

week, don't ~ me, ~ payment today, not 
so bad as I ~ed (it to be), just what I ~ed 
of him; shall not ~ you till I etc. see you, 
leave you to arrive when you please; 
look for as due, as I ~ you to be punctual, 
that you will be punctual, do you ~ pay¬ 
ment for this?; (colloq.) think, suppose, 
(that); (abs.) she is ~ing (colloq.), she is 
pregnant, [f. L nx'ispectare look, fre¬ 
quent. of specere see)] 

expec'tancy, n. State of expectation; 
prospect, esp. of future possession; pro¬ 
spective chance (of), [c. 1600, f. foil., see 
-ancy] 

expec'tant, a. & n. 1. Expecting (of or 
abs.; ~ mother, pregnant woman); having 
the prospect, in normal course, of posses¬ 
sion, office, etc.; characterized by waiting 
for ovents, esp. (Med.) ~ method; (Law) 
reversionary. 2. n. One who expects, 
candidate for office etc. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[14th c., f. L exspectare expect; see -ant] 

expecta'tion, n. Awaiting; anticipation, 
as beyond, contrary to, ~; ground for 
expecting (of); (pi.) prospects of inheri¬ 
tance ; thing expected; ~ of life ; proba¬ 
bility of a thing’s happening, [f. L 
expeclatio (as prec., see -ation)] 

expec'tative, a. Of reversion of benefices, 
reversionary, [f. med. L expeclativus 
(prec., -ative)] 

expec'torant, a. & n. (Medicine) that 
promotes expectoration, [as foil., see 
-ANT ] 

6xpec'tor|ate, v.t. Eject (phlegm etc.) 
from chest or lungs by coughing or spit¬ 
ting; (abs.) spit. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. L 
ex 1pectorare (pectus -oris breast), -ate3] 

expedient, a. & n. 1. (Usu. predic.) 
advantageous, suitable, as do whatever is 
~, it is ~ that he should go; politic rather 
than just. 2. n. Contrivance, device. 
Hence or cogn. exped'iENCE, -ency, nn., 
'~iAL (-Cn'sho.1) a., ~iy2 adv. [ME, f. OF, 
or f. L expedient- (as foil., see -ent)] 

ex'pedite, v.t. Assist the progress of 
(measure, process, etc.); dispatch (busi¬ 
ness). [f. L ex lpedire -dit- (pes pedis foot )) 

expedition, n. Warlike enterprise; 
journey, voyage, for definite purpose; 
men, fleet, sent on this; promptness, 
speed. Hence '~xry1 a., ~ist(3) n., 
(-shon-). [ME, f. OF, or f. L expeditio (as 
prec., see -ion)] 

expeditious (-shus), a. Doing or done 
speedily; suited for speedy performance. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n., (-shws-). [f. 

prec., see -ious(2)] 

expel', v.t. (-11-). Eject (person from 
place, bullet from gun, etc.) by force; 
turn out (person from a community, 
school, etc.; also w. from omitted was 
~ed the school). Hence ~1'ent a. [ME, f. 
L exl(pellere puls- drive)] 

expend', v.t. Spend (money, care, time, 
on object, in doing); use up; (Naut.) wind 
(spare rope) round spar etc. Hence ~able 

a., likely to bo or meant to be sacrificed 
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or destroyed. [ME, f. L ex '(pendSre pens- 
weigh) ] 

expenditure, n. Laying out (o/ money 
etc.); consuming; amount expended, 
[after earlier (obs.) expenditor f. as prec. 
(med. L irreg. p.p. penditus); see -ure ] 

expense', n. Expenditure; cost; (pi.) 
outlay in execution of commission etc., 
reimbursement of this, as he paid my —s, 
offered me £10 & —s; at the — (cost) of, 
esp. (fig.) by bringing discredit etc. on, 
as you defend his veracity at the — of his 
xinderstanding, if what he says is true he 
is a fool; a laugh at his — (at him). [ME, 
f. AF (= OF es-), f. LL expensa fem. p.p. 
(as EXPEND) ] 

expen'sive, a. Costly. Hence —ly2 (-vl-) 
adv., •—'NESS (-TH-) n. [expend, -ive] 

exper'Ience1, n. Actual observation of 
or practical acquaintance with facts or 
events; knowledge resulting from this, 
whence exper'iencED2 (-st) a.; event 
that affects one, as an unpleasant — ; fact, 
process, of being so affected, as / learnt by 
—; (usu. pi.) state, phase, of religious 
emotion ; ~ table, table showing expecta¬ 
tion of life at different ages etc. compiled 
from the ~ of life-assurance offices. 
[ME, f. OF experience f. L exper ientia f. 
ex lperiri pert- try; see -ence ] 

experience2, v.t. Meet with, feel, under¬ 
go, (pleasure, treatment, fate, etc.); 
learn, find, (that, how, etc.), [f. prec.] 

experien'tial (-shal), a. Of experience; 
~ philosophy (treating all knowledge as 
based on experience), whence —ism, —ist, 

nn., (-shal-). Hence —ly2 (-shal-) adv. 
[f. L as experience1, see -AL] 

experiment1, n. Test, trial, (of); proce¬ 
dure adopted on chance of its succeeding 
or for testing hypothesis etc. [ME, f. OF, 
or L experim.entum (as prec., see -ment)] 

experiment2, v.i. Make experiment (on, 
with). Hence—a'tion n. [prec.] 

experimen'tal, a. Based on experience, 
not authority or conjecture; based on 
experiment, as — philosophy, whence —- 
ism, '—'1ST, nn.; tentative; used in experi¬ 
ments. Hence —ize(2) v.i., —ly2 adv. 
[’AL] 

expert'1, a. Trained by practice, skilful, 
(at, in). Hence—ly2 adv.,—ness n. [ME, 
f. OF, f. L as EXPERIENCE1] 

ex'pfift2, n. Person having special skill or 
knowledge (at, m), as mining —, (attrib.) 
— evidence. [F (prec. as n.)] 

expertise' (-cz), n. Expert opinion or 
skill or knowledge. [F] 

expdi t'o cred'e, sent. You may take 
my word for it, because I have tried. 
[L, = believe one who has tried] 

ex'pi]ate, v.t. Pay the penalty of, make 
amends for, (sin). So —able, —atORY, aa., 
~a'tion, —atOR, nn. [f. L Ex1(piare seek 
to appease f. pius devout), -ate3] 

expira'tion (-per-), n. Breathing out (of 
air etc.); termination (of period, truce, 
etc.), [f. L expiratio (as foil., see -ation)] 

expire', v.t. & i. Breathe out (air from 
lungs, or abs.), whence expir'atORY a.; 
die; (of fire etc.) die out; (of period) come 
to an end: (of law, patent, truce, etc.) 
become void, reach its term; (of title etc.) 
become extinct. [ME, f. OF expirer f. L 
EX1(sptmre breathe)] 

expir'y, n. Termination (of period, truce, 
etc.) [f. prec.+-Y4] 

|| expis'cate, v.t. (Sc.). Find by scrutiny 
etc. [f. L expiscari (ex-1, piscari to fish)] 

explain', v.t. Make known in detail 
(thing, that, how, etc.); make intelligible 
(meaning, difficulty, etc., also abs.); ac¬ 
count for (conduct etc.); — away, modify, 
do away with, (esp. offensive language, 
awkward facts) by explanation; ~ one¬ 
self, make one’s meaning clear, (also) give 
an account of one’s motives or conduct. 
Hence —able a. [f. L ex 1 (planare f. 
planus ilat)l 

explanation, n. Explaining, esp. with 
view to mutual understanding or recon¬ 
ciliation ; statement, circumstance, that 
explains. [ME, f. L explanatio (as prec., 
see -ation)] 

explan'atorly, a. Serving, meant, to ex¬ 

plain. Hence—Ily2 adv. [as explain, see 
-ORY] 

ex'pletive (or iksple'), a. & n. 1. Serving 
to fill out (esp. sentence, metrical line, 
etc.). 2. n. — thing, word, etc., esp. oath 
or meaningless exclamation, [f. LL ex- 
pletivus f. ex1(plere fill), -ive] 

ex'plic|ate, v.t. Develop (notion, prin¬ 
ciple, etc.), whence —a'tion n.,; (arch.) 
explain, whence ~abi.e, —atlYE, —atORY, 
aa. [f. L Ex1(plicare plicat- or plicit- fold) 
unfold, see -ate3] 

&e' plicit1, v.i. Here ends (formerly 
written at end of book), cf. incipit. [LL; 
prob. abbr. of p.p. as prec., but treated 
as 3rd sing. ] 

expli'cit2, a. Stated in detail, leaving 
nothing merely implied; definite; (of 
persons) outspoken; — faith, acceptance 
of doctrine with clear understanding of all 
it involves (cf. implicit). Hence—ly2 adv., 
—ness n. [f. F explicite or L explicitus (as 
EXPLICATE) ] 

explode', v.t. & i. Expose, bring into 
disrepute, (theory, fallacy, etc.); (of gas, 
gunpowder, boiler, etc.) go off with loud 
noise; cause (these) to do this; magneto 
—r, hand-operated portable electrical 
apparatus for detonating high-explosive 
charges, [f. L ex \plodere plos- = plaudere 
clap) hiss off stage] 

ex'ploitl, n. Brilliant achievement. [ME, 
f. OF esploit(e) f. L neut. & fem. p.p. as 
EXPLICATE ] 

exploit'2, v.t. Work, turn to account, 
(mine etc.); utilize (person etc.) for one’s 
own ends, esp. derog. of —ing colonial 
possessions, the working classes, etc. 
Hence or cogn. — able a.,—age, exploit a'- 
tion, nn. [ME, f. OF exploiter f. Gallc- 
- Rom. *explieitare frequent, as prec. ] 
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explor|e', v.t. Inquire into; examine 
(wound) by touch; examine (country 
etc.) by going through it. Hence or cogn. 
explorA'iioN, ^'er1, nn., ~'ativE, ~'a- 
tORY, aa. [f. F explorer f. L explorare] 

explo'sion (-zhn), n. Going oil with loud 
noise; such noise; outbreak (of anger 
etc.), [f. L explosio (as explode, see 
-ION)] 

explos'ive, a. & n. 1. Tending to eject 
something with loud noise; (of consonant 
sound) produced by explosion of breath, 
stopped; tending to explode or cause 
explosion (lit. & fig.). 2. n. ~ agent or 
material, ~ letter; high ~ (abbr. H.E.), 
kinds having very violent shattering 
effect & used not as propellents but in 
shells, bombs, etc. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) 
adv., ■—'Ness (-to-) n. [as explode, see 
-IVE] 

expon'ent, a. & n. (Person, thing) that 
sets forth or interprets; executant (of 
music etc.); type, representative; (Alg.) 
index, symbol indicating what power 
of a factor is to be taken, whence ex- 
ponen'tiAL (-sho,l) a. [f. L EX 1 {portere 
posit- put), see -ent] 

export'1, v.t. Send out (goods) to another 
country. Hence or cogn. ~able a., 
~a'tion n. [f. L ex 1 (portare carry)] 

ex'pdrt2, n. Exported article; (usu. pi.) 
amount exported; exportation; ~ duty 
(paid on ~). [f. prec. ] 

expSse' (-z), v.t. Leave (person, thing) 
unprotected (esp. from weather); sub¬ 
ject to (risk etc.); (Photog.) subject (film 
etc.) to light; turn (child) out of doors to 
perish (p.p.) open to (the East etc.); 
exhibit, display; put up for sale; disclose 
(secret, project, etc.); unmask (villain, 
villainy). [ME, f. OF EX1(poser, see com¬ 

pose)] 

expose (gkspoz'a), n. Statement of facts; 
showing up (of discreditable thing). [F, 
p.p. as prec. ] 

exposition (-z-), n. Setting forth, de¬ 
scription ; explanation; commentary; 
= exposure ; exhibition of goods etc. 

[ME, f. OF, or f. L expositio (as exponent, 

see -ion)] 

expos'it|ive (-z-), a. Descriptive; ex¬ 
planatory. So - 'OR n., ~ory a., (-z-). [as 
prec., see -ive] 

&c post fuc'to, a. Acting retrospectively, 
as ~ law. [L, = from what is made (i.e. 
enacted) afterwards] 

expos'tul|ate, v.i. Make friendly remon¬ 
strance; remonstrate (with person about, 
for, on). Hence or cogn. ~a'tion n., 
~at0RY a. [f. L ex'ipostulare postulate)] 

expo'sure (-zher), n. Exposing, being 
exposed, (to air, cold, danger, etc.); 
abandoning (of child); display, esp. of 
goods for sale; unmasking of imposture 
etc.; aspect, as southern (Photog.) 
action of exposing plate or film to the 
light, duration of this action. [-UKE] 

expound', v.t. Set forth in detail (doc¬ 

expurgate 

trine etc.); explain, interpret, (esp. 
Scripture). [ME expoune f. OP' espondre 
(as exponent)] 

express'1, a., adv., & n. 1. (Of likeness) 
exact; definitely stated, not merely 
implied; done, made, sent, for special 
purpose; || ~ train (fast, stopping at few 
intermediate stations); ~ rifle (discharg¬ 
ing bullet with high initial velocity & 
low trajectory); ~ bullet (expanding, for 
~ rifle); ||~ delivery (by special postal 
messenger). 2. adv. With speed, hy ~ 
messenger or train. 3. n. ~ train, messen¬ 
ger, rifle. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
expres, -esse (as foil.)] 

Express'2, v.t. Squeeze out (juice, air, 
from, out of); emit, exude; represent by 
symbols, as (Math.) ~ (quantity) in terms 
of (another); reveal, betoken, (feelings, 
qualities); put (thought) into words); ~ 
oneself, say what one means (strongly etc. 
on subject, well, aptly, etc.). Hence 
~ible a. [ME, f. OP’ exl(presser press2)] 

expression (-shn), n. Expressing (in all 
senses); wording, diction, word, phrase; 
(Alg.) collection of symbols expressing a 
quantity; aspect (of face), intonation (of 
voice), whence ~less (-shon-) a.; (Art) 
mode of expressing character etc., whence 
~ist(2) (-shon-) n.; (Mus.) execution that 
expresses the feeling of a passage, as 
~-mark, sign, word, indicating ~ required, 

(in harmonium, producing ~ by 
varied air-pressure). [ME, f. OF f. L 
expressionem f. ex l(primere = premere 
PRESS2, -ION)] 

expre'ssional (-shon-), a. Of verbal, 
facia], or artistic expression, [-al] 

expre'ssionism (-sbon-), n. Modern ten¬ 
dency among painters, dramatic authors, 
etc., to subordinate realism to the sym¬ 
bolic or stylistic expression of the artist’s 
or character's inner experience; (Mus.) 
tendency to discard rules and conventions 
and thus obtain complete freedom for 
composer’s self-expression (as in Schon- 
berg). [-ism] 

express'ive, a. Serving to express (~ of 
motion etc.); (of word, gesture, etc.) 
significant. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., 
-—-NESS (-vn-) n. [F (-if, -ive), as expres¬ 

sion, see -ive] 

exprobra'tion, n. Reproachful language, 
[f. L exprolrratio f. ex 1(probrare f. probrum 
shameful deed), see -ation] 

expr5p'ri|ate, v.t. Dispossess (from 
estate etc.); take away (property). So 
~a'tion n. [f. med. L ex 1(propriare f. pro- 
prium. property), see proper & -ate3] 

expul's|ion (-shon), n. Expelling. So 
~ive a. & n. (med.). [ME, f. L expulsio (as 
expel, see -ion)] 

expunge' (-j), v.t. Erase, omit, (name from 
list, passage from book, etc.). So expuncl 
tiON n. [f. L ftx^pungere punct- prick)] 

ex'purglate (-per-), v.t. Purify (book etc.) 
by removing matter thought objection¬ 
able ; clear away (such matter). Hence 
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or cogn. ~a'tion. ~atOR, nn., expurga- 

t(Sr'iAL, expurg'atORY, aa. [f. L ex1- 

(purgare cleanse), -ate 3 ] 
ex'qulsite (-z-), a. & n. X. Of consum¬ 
mate excellence or beauty; acute (~ pain, 

pleasure)-, keen (~ sensibility etc.)- 2. n. 
Coxcomb, fop. Hence ~i.y2 (-tl-) adv., 
~NESS (-tn-) n. [f. L EXl(quirere quisit- 

= quaerere seek)] 
exsang'uinate (-nggwln-), v.t. Drain of 
blood, [f. L ex1(sanguinatus f. sanguis 
-inis blood), see -ate3] 

exsang'uine (-nggwin), a. Lacking blood. 
[EX-1] 

exscind', v.t. Cut out, excise, (lit. & 
fig.), [f. L 'EX1(scindere cut)] 

exsfTrt', v.t. (biol.). Put forth. [= exert] 

II ex-s£rv'ice, a. That has been but is no 
longer in one of the fighting services, [ex- 1 ] 

ex'slccate, v.t. Dry up ; drain dry. [f. L 
T£X1(siccare f. siccus dry)] 

Sx'tant (or Ikstant'), a. Still existing (esp. 
of documents etc.), [f. L ex'(store stand), 
see -ant] 

extasy. See ecstasy. 

extem'porje, adv. & a. (Spoken, done) 
without preparation; off-hand; speak ~e 
(without notes). Hence or cogn. ~an'eotis, 

~ary \ aa.,~an'eousiY2,~ariLY2, advv., 
~an'eousxESS n. [L ex tempore (tempus 
time) on the spur of the moment] 

extem'poriz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. & i. Com¬ 
pose, produce, extempore; (intr.) speak 
extempore. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. prec. 
+ IZE] 

extend', v.t. & i. Lay out (esp. body, 
limbs, etc.) at full length; write out 
(shorthand etc.) at full length; (intr. & 
refi.) reach (to point, over, across, etc., 
space); cause to do this; prolong (period); 
enlarge (scope, meaning of word, etc.); 
(Mil., of line etc.) spread out into open 
order with regular intervals between men 
(trans., cause, to ~); (Sport, si.) tax powers 
of (horse, athlete) to the utmost (usu. 
pass.); stretch forth (hand, arm); accord 
(kindness, patronage, to); (Law) value 
(land etc.), seize (land etc.) for debt. 
Hence or cogn. extensiBii/iTY n., ex- 

ten'dim-E, exten'siBLE, aa. [ME, f. L 
EX'(tendere tens- or tent- stretch)] 

exten'sile, a. Capable of being stretched 
out or protruded, [as prec., see -ile] 

exten'sion (-shn), n. Extending (in all 
senses exc. Law); extent, range; pro¬ 
longation; enlargement; additional part 
(of railway, plan, theory, etc.); word(s) 
amplifying subject or predicate; Uni¬ 
versity iS~, extramural instruction con¬ 
ducted bjr a university or college, [f. L 
extentio, -sio, (as prec., see -ion)] 

exten'sive, a. (Of space, purchase, 
operation, etc.) large; far-reaching, com¬ 
prehensive; (of agricultural production 
etc.) depending on extension of area (cf. 
intensive). Hence ~i,y2 (-vl-) adv., 
~ness (-vn-) n. [f. LL extensivus (a3 prec., 
see -IVE)] 

exten'sor, n. ~ (muscle), one that 
straightens out part of the body, [as 
extend, see -OR] 

extent', n. Space over which a thing 
extends; width of application, scope, as 
to a great ~, to the full ~ of his power; 
large space, as a vast ~ of marsh-, (Law) 
valuation (of land etc.); seizure, writ for 
seizure (of land etc.), [f. AF estente, ex-, 
p.p. of estendre (as extend)] 

exten'uat[e, v.t. Lessen seeming magni¬ 
tude of (guilt, offence) by partial excuse, 
as we must not ~e, nothing can ~e, his 
baseness, w-hence ~ory a.; (improp.) 
lessen seeming guilt of, as do not ~e 
yourself, his conduct; (arch.) make thin or 
weak. Hence extenuA'TlON n. [f. L 
Y.x.'itemiare f. tenuis thin), -ate3] 

exter'ior, a. & n. 1. Outer; situated or 
coming from wdthout; ~ angle, that 
between side of rectilineal figure & ad¬ 
jacent side produced. 2. n. Outward 
aspect or demeanour. Hence ~ity (-o'r-) 
n., ~ly2 adv. [L, compar. of exterus 
outside ] 

exter'loriz|e, -isle (-iz), v.t. Realize (con¬ 
ception) in outward form; attribute ex¬ 
ternal existence to. Hence ~a'tion n. 
[-IZE ] 

ext£rm'in]ate, v.t. Root out (species, 
race, sect, opinion). Hence or cogn. 
~a'tion, ~atOR, nn., ~atouY a. [f. L 
exHerminare (terminus), -ate3] 

extltrn'al, a. & n. 1. Situated outside; (of 
remedies etc.) applied to the outside of 
the body; (Theol.) consisting in outward 
acts, whence ~ism(2) n.; belonging to the 
world of phenomena (~ world), outside 
the conscious subject; ~ evidence (derived 
from source independent of the thing 
discussed). 2. n. pi. Outward features or 
aspect, ~ circumstances, non-essentials. 
Hence external'iTY n., ~ly2 adv. [f. 
L externus outward +-AL] 

extern'aliz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Give, attri¬ 
bute, external existence to. Hence ~a'- 
tion n. [-ize] 

exterritdf'ial, a. = extraterritorial. 
So ~ity (-al-) n. [ex-1] 

extinct', a. (Of fire etc.) no longer burn¬ 
ing; (of volcano) that has ceased erup¬ 
tion; (of life, hope, etc.) quenched; (of 
family, class, species) that has died out; 
(of office etc.) obsolete; (of title of nobi¬ 
lity) having no qualified claimant. [ME, 
f. L ex^(stinguere stinct- quench)] 

extinc'tlion, n. Extinguishing; making, 
being, becoming, extinct; wiping out (of 
debt); annihilation. So ~ive a. [f. L 
exlinctio (as prec., see -ion)] 

exting'uish (-nggw-), v.t. Put out, 
quench, (light, hope, life, faculties); 
eclipse, obscure, (person) by superior 
brilliancy; reduce (opponent) to silence; 
destroy; wipe out (debt); annihilate. 
Hence ~able a., ~ment n. [irreg. f. L 
extinguere (as extinct) + -ish 2; cf. dis¬ 
tinguish] 
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exting'uisher (-nggw-), n. In vbl senses, 
esp. fire ~, apparatus with jet for dis¬ 
charging liquid, chemicals or foam to 
extinguish fire. [-ER1] 

ex'tirpjate, v.t. Root out, destroy, (tree, 
weed, species, nation, tumour, heresy, 
etc.). So ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. L 
Ex1(s)tirpare (stirps stem), see -ate3] 

extol', v.t. (-11-). Praise enthusiastically 
(~ him to the skies), [f. L ex 1(tollere raise) ] 

extdrt', v.t. Obtain (money, promise, etc.) 
by violence, intimidation, importunity, 
etc. (from)-, extract forcibly (meaning, 
inference, from words, data). Hence ex- 
tdr'tivE a. [f. L Ex1(torqucre tort- twist)] 

extdr'tion, n. Extorting, esp. of money; 
illegal exaction. Hence ~er 1 (-shon-) n. 
[ME, f. LL extortio (as prec., see -ion)] 

extdt'tionate (-shon-), a. Using, given to, 
extortion; (of prices etc.) exorbitant. 
[-ATE2] 

ex'tra, a., adv., & n. 1. Additional; larger 
than its name indicates, as ~ foolscap, 
octavo-, of superior quality, as calf ~. 
2. adv. More than usually, as ~ strong-, 
additionally; ||~-speciol (latest) edition 
(of evening paper). 3. n. ~ thing, one for 
which ~ charge is made, as dancing is an 
~; (Crick.) ran not scored off bat; addi¬ 
tional dance; (Cinemat.) person engaged 
temporarily for a minor part or to be one 
of a crowd, [prob. for extraordinary, 

perh. f. F] 
ex'tra- in comb. = L extra in senses 

‘ situated outside of a thing ’, ‘ not 
coming within its scope ’; chiefly in w'ds 
f. med. L or mod. L (L has only extra- 
ordinarius), as: ~-aiinosphe'ric, of the 
space beyond the atmosphere; ~cos'mical, 
acting outside the universe; ~crdn'ial, 
outside the skull; ^—curric'ular, not com¬ 
ing within the curriculum; <—ess&n'tial, 
not included in the essence of a thing; 
~j'udi'cial, not belonging to the case 
before the court, not legally authorized, 
(of confession) not made in court; — 
mun'dane, outside of our world or of the 
universe; ~mur'al, outside the walls or 
boundaries (of town or city), outside the 
scope of ordinary university teaching or 
studies; ~-offl'cial, not pertaining to 
an office; ~pardch'ial, outside, not con¬ 
cerned with, the parish; ~phys'ical, not 
subject to physical laws \ ~ spSc'tral, lying 
outside the visible spectrum; ~terr£s'trial, 
outside the earth or its atmosphere. 

ex'tract1, n. The tough or viscid matter 
got by treating a substance with solvents 
& then evaporating them; preparation 
containing the active principle of a sub¬ 
stance in concentrated form; passage 
from book etc. [as foil. ] 

extract'2, v.t. Copy out (passage in book 
etc.); make extracts from (book etc.); 
take out by force (teeth, anything 
firmly fixed); draw forth (money, 
admission, etc.) against person’s will; 
obtain (juices etc.) by suction, pressure, 

extravasate 

etc.; derive (pleasure etc. from); deduce 
(principle etc. from); (Math.) find (root of 
a number). Hence extrac'tABLE a., ex- 
trac'tOR n. [f. L ex 1(trahere tract- draw)] 

extraction, n. Extracting; lineage (of 
Indian ~); ~ rate, proportion of total 
weight of unground wheat w:hich is con¬ 
verted into flour, & not into bran or 
sharps, expressed as a percentage of the 
weight unground. [F, or f. LL cxtractio 
(prec., -ion)] 

extractive, a. & n. (Thing) of the nature 
of an extract; ~ industries (depending on 

_mining & oil). [-n'E] 
extradit'able, a. Liable to, (of crime) 
^warranting, extradition, [f. foil. +-able] 

extradite, v.t. Give up (fugitive foreign 
criminal) to the proper authorities; ob¬ 
tain tho extradition of. [back formation 

J. foil.] 
extradition, n. Delivery of fugitive 
criminal to proper authorities; (Psych.) 
localizing of sensation at distance from 
the centre of sensation. [F (ex-1, see 
TRADITION)] 

extrad'os, n. Upper or outer curve of 

arch. [F EXTRA(dos back f. L dorsum)] 
extran'eous, a. Of external origin; 

foreign to (object to which it is attached 

etc.); not belonging (to matter in hand, 

class). Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L 
extrancus (extra outside) 4--0US] 

extraord'Inarly (-trdr-, -trodl-), a. & n. 

Out of the usual course; (of officials etc.) 

additional, specially employed; envoy ~y, 
diplomatic minister of second class, rank¬ 

ing next to ambassador; exceptional, 

surprising; unusually great; (n. pi.) extra 
allowances to troops (arch.). Hence 

~1ly2adv.,~iNESSn. [f. Lextraordinarius 
(extra ordinem outside the usual order, 
-ARY1)] 

extrap'olate, v.t. & i. (math.). Calculate 
from known terms a series of other terms 
which lie outside the range of the known 
terms (also fig.). So extrapolA'noN n. 
[EXTRA- + (INTER)POLATE ] 

extraterritor'ial, a. (Of ambassadors 
etc.) free from jurisdiction of the territory 
in which one resides. So ~ity (-&F) n. 
[EXTRA- ] 

extrav'agance, n. Being extravagant; 
absurd statement or action. [F (foil., 
-ANCE)] 

extrav'agant, a-. Immoderate; exceed¬ 
ing the bounds of reason; profuse, waste¬ 
ful; (of price etc.) exorbitant. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. med. L EXTRA(vagari 
wander), see -ant, & F extravagant] 

extravagan'za, n. Fantastic composition 
(literary, musical, dramatic), language, 
or behaviour, [f. It. estravaganza (prec., 
-ANCE)] 

extrav'agate, v.i. (rare). Wander away 
(from right course, into error etc.); exceed 
due bounds, [as extravagant, see -ate 3 ] 

extrav'asate, v.t. & i. Force out (fluid) 
from its proper vessel; flow out. Hence 
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SxtravasA'TiON n. [extra-, L vas vessel, 
-ATE 3) 

ex'trav€rt, n. Var. of extrovert. 
extreme', a. & n. I. Outermost, farthest 
from centre, situated at either end; 
divided in ~ <£■ mean ratio (the whole being 
to one part as that part to the other); 
utmost; last, as (R.-C. Ch.) ~ unction, 
anointing by priest of dying person; 
reaching a high degree, as ~ old age, in 
~ danger-, an ~ case (having some 
characteristic in the utmost degree); (of 
actions, measures) severe, stringent; (of 
opinions, persons, etc.) going to great 
lengths, opp. to moderate, whence 
extrem'isii, extrem'iST, nn.; in the ~, 
~ly. 2. n. Thing at either end of anything, 
esp. (pi.) things as remote or as different 
as possible, as ~s meet-, (Logic) subject or 
predicate in proposition, major or minor 
term in syllogism; (Math.) first, last, term 
of ratio or series; run to an ~, go to ~s, 
taken an ~ course. Hence ~ly2 (-ml-) 
adv., ~ness (-mn-) n. [ME, f. OF f. L 
extremas superl. of exterus outward] 

extrem'itly, n. Extreme point, very end; 
th-e^ies, hands & feet; extreme adversity, 
embarrassment, etc., as driven to ~y, 
what can we do in this ~y?; (usu. pi.) 
extreme measure(s). [ME, f. OF extremite 
or L extremitas (prec., -ty)] 

ex'triciate, v.t. Disentangle, release, 
(person, thing, from confinement, diffi¬ 
culty); (Chem.) liberate (gas etc.) from 
state of combination. Hence ~able a., 
~a'tion n. [f. L EX l(lricarc f. tricae per¬ 
plexities), -ate3] 

extrin's|Ic, a. Lying outside, not belong¬ 
ing, (to); operating from without; not 
inherent or essential. Hence~lCALLYT adv. 
[f. LL adj. extrinsicus, f. L adv. -secus 
(exter outside + -in local suf. 4- secus 
beside) ] 

extr<5rse', a. (hot.). (Of anthers) turned 
outwards. [F, f. L extrorsus outwards 
(extra- +versus towards)] 

ex'trovert, n. (psych.). Person not given 
to introspection (chiefly in antithesis with 
introvert n.). So extrov€r'siON (-shn) n. 
[f. L extra outside (w. assim. to intro-) 
+vertire turn] 

extrude' (-rob-), v.t. Thrust out (person, 
thing, from). Hence extru'siON (-rdozhn) 
n., extrus'ivE (-rdo-) a. [f. L ex\trudere 
trus- thrust)] 

exub'erjant (-gz-), a. Luxuriantly pro¬ 
lific (lit. & fig.); growing luxuriantly; 
(of health, emotions, etc.) overflowing, 
abounding; (of persons, actions, etc.) 
effusive, overflowing with spirits; (of 
language) copious, lavish in ornament; 
abundant. Hence or cogn. ~ance n., 
~antiYT2 adv., (-gz-). [F, or f. L ex1(uber- 
are be fruitful f. uher fertile), -ant] 

exub'erate (-gz-), v.i. Abound, overflow; 
indulge freely in. [as prec., see -ate3] 

exude' (-gz-), v.i. & t. Ooze out, give off 
(moisture etc.), like sweat. Hence or 

eye 

cogn. exudA'iroN n., exud'atiVE (-gz-) a. 
[f. L Ex1(sudare sweat)] 

exult' (-gz-), v.i. Rejoice exceedingly (at, 
in, thing, to find etc.); triumph (over 
person). Hence or cogn. exul'tANCY 
(-gz-), exultA'Tiox, nn., exul'tANT a., 
exul'tantLY2 adv., (-gz). [f. F exulter or 
L EX \sullare = saltare frequent, of satire 
salt- leap)] 

exuv'I|ae, n. pi. Animal’s cast skin, shell, 
or covering, (recent or fossil, also fig.). 
Hence ~al a. [L, = animal’s skin, spoils 
of enemy, f. ex'were divest oneself of] 

exuv'i|ate, v.t. & i. Shed (exuviae, also 
fig.), slough. Hence ~a'tion n. [prec., 
-ate 3] 

&x vot'o, adv. & n. (Offering made) in 
pursuance of a vow. [L (as adv. phr.)] 

eyas (I'as), n. Young hawk taken from 
nest for training, or not yet completely 
trained, [orig. nyas f. F niais f. Rom. 
*nid(i)acem (nom. -ax) f. nidus nest; for 
loss of n- of. adder] 

eye1 (i), n. Organ of sight; iris of this, as 
blue, brown, ~s; region of the ~s, as 
black1 ~; ~ of day, sun; evil ~; in the 
wind’s ~ (direction of the wind); (Mil.) 
~s right, left, front, (turn them thus); 
mind your~, take care; (contempt.) -pipe, 
put one’s finger in, one’s ~, weep; beam, 
mote, in one’s ~ (Matt. vii. 3); ~ for ~, 
retaliation (Exod. xxi. 24); clap, set, ~s 
on, behold; be all ~s, watch intently; up 
to the ~s, deeply (engaged), as up to the 
~s in work, mortgaged up to the ~s; his ~s 
are bigger than his belly (said of a person 
who has helped himself to more than he 
can eat); made him open his ~s (stare 
with astonishment); open one’s ~s to, 
make him realize; wipe the ~ of (shooter), 
kill game he has missed; all my ~ (efr 
Betty Martin), humbug, nonsense; my 
~(s)/, int. expr. astonishment; lose an 
~, (often) lose the sight of it; if you had 
half an ~ (were not wholly blind or dull); 
saw with half an ~ (at a glance); the 
naked ~; have an ~ to, have ns one’s 
object; with an ~ (a view) to; keep an ~ 
on, keep watch on (lit. & fig.); have an~ 
for (a due sense of) proportion etc.; in the 
~s (judgement) of; in the ~ (from the 
point of view) of the law; in the mind’s ~, 
in anticipation or imagination; see ~ to ~, 
agree entirely (with); view with a friendly, 
jealous, ~ (with such feelings); throw 
dust in the ~s of; make ~s (look amo¬ 
rously) at; cast sheep’s ~s ; thing like an 
~, as spot on peacock’s tail, ~ of needle 
etc. (hole for thread etc.), hook & ~ (kind 
of fastening for dress), loop of cord or 
rope, leafbud of potato; bull'’s-~; glass 
~ (artificial, of glass etc.); apple of the ~; 
~'oalZ, pupil of the ~, ~ itself within lids 
& socket; ~-bath, -cup, small glass for 
applying lotion etc. to ~; ~-bolt, bolt, 
bar, with ~ at end for hook etc.; bright 
(also euphrasy), plant formerly used to 
cure weak ~s; ~'brow, fringe of hair 
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over ~; ~ -glass, lens for assisting defec¬ 
tive sight, (pi.) pair of these held in posi¬ 
tion by hand or by spring on nose (cf. 
spectacle); ~'hole, hole containing 
hole to look through; ~'lash, hair, row 
of hairs, on edge of ~lid; upper 
or lower cover of ~, (fig.) hang on by the 
~lids, have only slight hold; ~-opener, 
enlightening or surprising circumstance; 

piece, lens(es) at~-end of telescope etc.; 
~ -servant (working properly only under 
employer’s ~); ~-service (performed only 
thus); ~'shot, seeing-distance, as beyond, 
in, out of, ~shot (of); sight, power, 
faculty, of seeing; ~'sore, ugly object, 
thing that offends the sight; —splice 
(made by turning up end of rope & inter¬ 
lacing its strands with those of upper 
part); strings, muscles, nerves, tendons, 
of ~; ~-tooth (canine, just under or next 
to ~, in upper or lower jaw); ~'wash, 
lotion for ~, (si.) bunkum, mere profes¬ 
sions ; water, tears, lotion for ~, aque¬ 
ous or vitreous humours of ~witness, 
one who can bear witness from his own 
observation. Hence (-)eyED2 (id), ~'less 
(il-), aa. [OE eage, OS oga, OHG ouga, 
ON auga, Goth, augo f. Gmc *augon] 

eye2 (i), v.t. (part, eying or ~ing). Ob¬ 
serve, watch, (jealously, narrowly, with 
disgtist, askance, etc.), [f. prec.] 

eye'let (il-), n. Small hole in cloth, sail, 
etc., for lace, ring, rope, etc.; loophole; 
~-hole, small hole to look or shoot 
through; small eye. [ME oilet f. OF oillet 
dim. of ceil eye f. L oculus] 

eyot. See ait. 
eyre (ar), n. (hist.). Circuit, circuit court, 
as Justices in i?~. [ME, f. OF eire i. L 
iter journey] 

eyrie. See aerie. 

F 
F (ef), letter (pi. Fs, F’s). (Mus.; also fa) 
fourth note in diatonic scale of C major. 
(In MSS. a capital F was freq. written as 
ft'. Hence, by a misunderstanding, the 
spelling of certain family names as 
ffolkcs, fforde, etc.). 

fa (fall), fah, n. Fourth note of octave in 
solmization. [first syl. of famuli, see 
gamut] 

Fab'ian, a. Employing cautious & dila¬ 
tory strategy to wear out an enemy (esp. 
~ policy); ~ Society (of socialists fol¬ 
lowing such policy), [f. L Fabianus (Q. 
Fabius Cunctator (= delayer), comman¬ 
der against Hannibal, -an)] 

fa'ble1, n. Story, esp. of supernatural 
character, not founded on fact; (collect.) 
myths, legendary tales, idle talk (old 
wives’ ~s); false statement, lie; thing only 
supposed to exist; short story, esp. with 
animals for characters, conveying a 
moral, apologue; plot of play etc. [ME, 
f. OF f. L fabula (fari speak)] 

fa'ble2, v.i. & t. (arch. & poet.). Romance, 
tell fictitious tales, whence fab'lER1 n.; 
state fictitiously; (p.p.) celebrated in 
fable, legendary, fictitious. [ME, f. OF 
fabler f. L fabulari see prec. ] 

fab'liau (-16), n. (pi. -x pr. -z). Metrical 
tale of early French poetry. [F] 

fab'ric, n. Thing put together; edifice, 
building; frame, structure, (lit. & fig.); 
(often textile ~) woven material; con¬ 
struction, texture, tissue, [f. F fabrique 
f. L fabrica (faber artificer)] 

fab'ric|ate, v.t. Construct, manufacture, 
(rare); invent (facts), forge (document). 
So ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. L fabricare 
as prec., -ate3] 

fab'ulist, n. Composer of fables or apo¬ 
logues ; liar, [f. F fabuliste (fable *, -1ST) ] 

fab'ulous, a. Given to legend (~ histo¬ 
rians); celebrated in fable; unhistorical, 
legendary, incredible, absurd, exagger¬ 
ated. Hence or cogn. fabulos'iTY, ~ness, 
nn., ~ly2 adv. [f. F fabuleux or L fabu- 
losus (FABLE1, -OUS)] 

facade' (-sahd), n. Face of building to¬ 
wards street or open space; frontal or 
outward appearance. [F (foil., -ade1)] 

face1, n. 1. Front of head from forehead 
to chin (look one in the ~, confront him 
steadily; show one’s ~, appear; ~ to 
confronted; ~ to ~ with, confronting; set 
one’s ~ against, oppose; with wind, sun, 
in one’s —, straight against one; fly in 
the ~ of, openly disobey; iji~ of, opposite 
to; in the ~ of, or in ~ of, despite; to 
person’s ~, openly in his presence; in the 
~ of day, openly; her ~ is her fortune, 
beauty her only dower. 2. Expression 
of countenance (pull, wear, a long ~, look 
serious or dismal); grimace (make, pull, 
a ~ or ~s). 3. Composure, coolness, 
effrontery, (have the ~, be shameless 
enough; save one’s ~, forbear from or 
evade shaming him or oneself openly). 
4. Outward show, aspect, (on the ~ of it, 
to judge by appearance; put a new ~ on, 
alter aspect of; put a good, bold, ~ on 
matter, make it look well, show courage 
in facing it); lose ~, be humiliated, lose 
one’s credit or good name [transl. of Chin. 
tiu lien]. 5. Surface (from the ~ of the 
earth); front, facade, right side, obverse, 
dial-plate of clock etc., working surface 
of implement etc. 6. •—ache, neuralgia; 
~ card, king, queen, or knave; —lifl(ing), 
plastic surgery for makings firm, remov¬ 
ing wrinkles, etc.; ~ value, nominal value 
as stated on coin, note, etc. Hence 
-facED2 (-st) a. [ME, f. OF f. Horn. *facia 
f. L facies] 

face2, v.t. & i. 1. Meet confidently or de¬ 
fiantly (~ matter emt, carry it through; 
~ opponent down, browbeat him), not 
shrink from (~ up to, confront), stand 
fronting, (~ the music, not quail at 
moment of trial); present itself to (the 
problem that ~s us). 2. Turn (card) face 
upwards. 3. (Of persons etc.) look, (of 
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things) be situated, in a certain direction 
(on, to, or North, Eastwards, etc.). 4. Front 
towards, be opposite to, (to ~ page 20). 
5. (Lacrosse, Ice hockey, etc.) place (ball, 
puck, etc.) between crosses, sticks, etc., 
of two opposing players as preliminary 
to commencement of game (so ~ off). 
6. (mil.). Turn in certain direction on one’s 
groimd (left, about, ~; also trans., he —d 
his men about. 7. Supply (garment) with 
facings; cover (surface) with layer of 
other material; dress surface of; coat 
(tea) with colouring matter, [f. prec. ] 

fa'cer, n. Blow in the face; great & sud¬ 
den difficulty. [FACE 1 + -ER1 ] 

fa'cet, n. One side of a many-sided body, 
esp. of a cut gem; one segment of a com¬ 
pound eye. Hence ~ed2 a. [f. F facette 
(FACE1, -ETTE)] 

face'tiae (-shie), n. pi. Pleasantries, 
witticisms; (book catalogues) books of 
humorous or erotic character. [L (facetus 
urbane)] 

face'tious (-shirs), a. Addicted to or 
marked by pleasantry, waggish. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n., (-shus-). [f. F 
facitieux (facitie f. L facet ia sing, of 
prec.)] 

fa'cia (-sha), n. Plate over shop-front 
with occupier’s name etc. [var. of fascia] 

fa'cial (-shl), a. & n. 1. Of the face (esp. 
in Anat., as ~ artery); ~ angle, that formed 
by two lines from nostril to (1) ear & (2) 
forehead. 2. n. Face massage, [f. med. L 
facialis (face j, -al) ] 

-facient (-sbnt), suf. forming adjj. repre¬ 
senting L -facient- (facere make, -ent) 
added to infin. in -e(re), as calefacere, 
liquefacere, w. sense producing the action 
of the vb. E forms, on strict anal. w. L, 
absorbefacient etc., &, loosely, aborti- 
facient, calorifacient, etc., where L would 
have vbs in -ficare, adjj. in -ficus -fic. 

fa'cile, a. Easily done or won (now usu. 
derog.); working easily, ready, fluent; of 
easy temper, gentle, flexible, yielding. 
[F, or f. L facilis (facere do)] 

f&'cXle prln'c&ps, pred. a. Easily first. 
[L] 

facil'it|ate, v.t. Make easy, promote, help 
forward, (action or result). Hence na¬ 
tion n. [f. I’ faciliter (facile, -ate 3) ] 

facil'itly, n. Being easy, absence of diffi¬ 
culty, unimpeded opportunity (give ~ies 
for, of doing); ease or readiness of speech 
etc., aptitude, dexterity, fluency; pliancy, 
[f. F facilite or L facilitas (facile, -ty)] 

fa'cing, n. In vbl senses of face2; esp.: 
(pi.) culfs, collar, etc., of soldier’s jacket, 
differently coloured from rest; coating of 
different material, esp. of stone etc. on 
wall; turning in some direction (put 
person through his ~s, test his qualities, 
proficiency, etc.; go through one’s ~s, be 
thus tested), [-ing1] 

facsimile, n., & v.t. Exact copy, esp. of 
writing, printing, picture, etc. (reproduced 
in ~, exactly); (vb) make ~ of. [L fac 

factotum 

imperat. of facere make + neut. of similis 
like] 

fact, n. Perpetration of act, occurrence of 
event, (now only in before, after, the 
confess the ~); thing certainly known to 
have occurred or be true, datum of ex¬ 
perience, (often with explanatory clause 
or phrase, as the ~ that fire burns, of my 
having seen him)', the ~s of life (colloq.), 
details of animal reproduction, the 
realities of a situation; thing assumed as 
basis for inference (his ~s are disputable); 
(sing, without a) the true or existent, 
reality, (so matter of ~, independent of 
inference; matter l-of-~; in ~; as a 
matter of ~; in point of ~ ; the ~ of the 
matter is)-, in ~, (also, in summarizing) in 
short; ~-finding adj., engaged in finding 
out~s. [f. L factum neut. p.p. of facere do ] 

fac'tion, n. Self-interested, turbulent, or 
unscrupulous party, esp. in politics; pre¬ 
valence of party spirit. Hence or cogn. 
~al (-shon-), fac'tious (-shus), aa., fac- 
tiousLY2 adv., fac'tiousNESS n., (-shus-). 
[F, f. L factionem (facere fact- do, -ion); 
see FASHION] 

-faction, suf. repr. L -factio, forming nn. 
of action related to w. in -ft, prop, only 
when -fy represents L -facere, F -faire, as 
in satisfaction, but also used (instead of 
-fication) when -fy represents L -ficare, 
F -fier, as in petrifaction. 

factitious (-shus), a. Designedly got up, 
not natural, artificial. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
' 'Ness n. (-shus-). [f. L facticius (facere 
fact- make) +-ous; see -itious] 

fac'titive, a. (gram.). ~ verb, one with 
sense make, call, or think, that takes obj. 
& compl. (he thought her mad), [irreg. f. L 
facere fact- make, -ive] 

fac'tor, n. Agent, deputy; merchant buy¬ 
ing & selling on commission, whence 
~age(4) n.; II (Sc.) land agent, steward; 
(Math.) one of the components that make 
up a number or expression by multi¬ 
plication ; (Biol.) physiological unit deter¬ 
mining hereditary character; circum¬ 
stance, fact, or influence, contributing to 
a result; ~ cost, cost of product to pro¬ 
ducer ; ~ of safety (Engineering), ratio of 
a material’s strength to the maximum 
load etc. it may have to sustain, [f. F 
facteur or L factor (prec., -or)] 

factor'ial, n. & a. (math.). Product of 
series of factors in arithmetical progres¬ 
sion; product of an integer & all lower 
integers (adj., ~ 4, symbol [4 or 41, — 
4 x 3 x 2 x 1). [-IAL] 

fac'tory, n. Merchant company’s foreign 
trading station (hist.); manufactory, 
workshop, (|| F~ Acts, regulating manage¬ 
ment in interest of the hands). [16th c., 
repr. Pg. feitoria, Sp. factoria, obs. F 
factorie (factor, -y1)] 

factot'um, n. Man or woman of all work; 
servant managing his master’s affairs, 
[med. L, as facsimile + neut. of L totus 
whole] 

432 
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fac'tual, a. Concerned with, of the nature 
of, fa-ct. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. fact, after 
ACTUAL] 

fac'tum, n. Statement of facts or points 
in controversy, memorial. [L, see fact] 

fac'ul|a, n. (astron.; pi. -ae). Bright spot 
or streak on sun. Hence ~ar1, ~ous, aa. 
[L, dim. of fax fac- torch] 

fac'ultative, a. Permissive; optional; 
contingent; of a faculty. [F (-if, -ive); 
foil., -IVE] 

fac'ult |y, n. Aptitude for any special kind 
of action; executive ability (chiefly U.S.); 
power inherent in the body or an organ; 
a mental power, e.g. the will, reason; 
II branch of art or science, department of 
University teaching (the four ~ies, Theo¬ 
logy, Law, Medicine, Arts), Masters & 
Doctors in any of these (|| pop.. The F~y, 
members of medical profession); ‘staff of 
university or college; liberty of doing 
something given by law or a superior, 
authorization, licence, (esp. eccl.). [ME, 
f. OF faculte or f. L facultas (facilis easy)] 

fad, n. Pet notion or rule of action, craze, 
piece of fancied enlightenment. Hence 
^d'lSH1, ~d'Y2, aa., ~d'lNESS, ~d'ish- 
ness, ~d'iSM(3), ~d'lST(2), nn. [dial., of 
unkn. orig. ] 

fade, v.i. & t. Droop, wither, lose fresh¬ 
ness & vigour; (of colour etc.) grow dim 
or pale; cause to lose colour; disappear 
gradually; (Cinemat.) cause (picture) to 
pass gradually in or out (of view on the 
screen), (transf. of sound-films and broad¬ 
casting) increase or reduce (sound) from 
or to inaudibility, whence fad'lNG1 vbl n. 
Hence ~'less a., ~'lessLY2 adv., (-dl-). 
[ME, f. OF fader (fade dull, insipid)] 

fae'ces (-z), n. pi. Sediment; excrement 
of the bowels. Hence faec'AL a. [L, pi. of 
faex] 

Fa'erle, -ry, n. & a. Fairyland, the fairies, 
esp. as represented by Spenser; (attrib.) 
visionary, fancied, [var. of fairy] 

fag, v.i. & t. (-gg-), & n. 1. Toil painfully; 
(of occupation) tire, make weary; || (at 
schools, of seniors) use the service of 
(j uniors), (of juniors) do service for seniors; 
(Cricket) ~ out, field; ~-end, inferior or 
useless remnant. 2. n. [| Drudgery, un¬ 
welcome task (what a ~ /), exhaustion 
(brain-~); II (at schools) junior who has to 
~; (si.) cigarette. [orig. unkn.; cf. 
FLAG5] 

fagg'ot, fag'ot, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Bundle of 
sticks or twigs bound together as fuel; 
bundle of steel rods; || dish of liver 
chopped, seasoned, & baked; || ~-t>ote 
(hist.), manufactured by transferring 
sufficient property to unqualified person, 
so ~ -voter. 2. vb. Bind in ~s, make ~(s). 
[ME, f. OF fagot] 

Fahr'enheit (-hit), a. (abbr. F.). ~ thermo¬ 
meter, with 32° & 212° for freezing & 
boiling points of water. [Prussian in¬ 
ventor d. 1736] 

faience (see Ap.), n. Decorated earthen¬ 

faints 

ware & porcelain, [f. F faience f. Faenza 
Italian town] 

fail1, n. Failure, one who fails, in an 
examination; without ~, for certain, 
irrespective of hindrances, (emphasiz¬ 
ing injunction or promise). [ME, f. OF 
fail(l)e (faillir fail2)] 

fail2, v.i. & t. (strictly intr. with ind. obj.). 
Be missing (see failing2) or insufficient, 
not suffice for needs of (person), run 
short, (time would ~ me to tell; words ~ me, 
I cannot adequately describe etc.; his 
heart ~ed him); neglect, not remember 
or not choose, to (he ~ed to appear; don’t 
~ to let me know)', become extinct, die 
away; flag, break down; become weaker 
or less efficient; prove misleading, disap¬ 
point hopes of, (the prophecy ~ed; the 
wind ~ed us); be insufficiently equipped 
in, not succeed in the attainment of; 
not succeed (in doing or to do); miscarry, 
come to nothing; suspend payment, go 
bankrupt; be rejected as candidate; 
reject (candidate). [ME, f. OF faillir f. 
Rom. *fallire = L fallere deceive] 

fail'ing1, n. In vbl senses; also, foible, 
shortcoming, weakness, [-ing1] 

fail'ing2, prep. In default of (~ this, if 
this does not happen; whom ~ or ~ whom 
in proxy appointments), [-ing2] 

faille (fal), n. A light glossless ribbed silk 
dress-material. [F] 

fail'ure (-yer), n. Non-occurrence, non- 
-performance; running short, breaking 
down;, ill success; unsuccessful person, 
thing, or attempt; insolvency. [17th c. 
failer f. AF = OF faillir fail2, cf. -er1, 

-ure] 

fain1, pred. a., & adv. Willing under the 
circumstances to; left with no alternative 
but to; (adv.) would ~, would be glad to. 
[OE feegen, OS fagan, ON feginn, cogn. 
w. OE gefeon, OHO gifehan rejoice] 

II fain2, fains (-z), fen(s) (-z), child’s for¬ 
mula (usu. fains I as v.t.) stipulating for 
exemption from unwelcome office etc. (~ 
I wicket-keeping !). [with fen, fens, f. fend 
in obs. sense ‘ forbid ’ ] 

faineant (see Ap.), n. & a. Idle(r), inactive 
(official). [F, perversion on faire do, 
niant nothing, of OF faignant sluggard 
(faindre skulk, feign)] 

faint1, a. Sluggish; timid (~ -heart, 
coward; so —heart'ED2 (-hart-) a., •— 
-heart'edLY2 adv., —heart'edNESS n.); 
feeble (a ~ show of resistance)', dim, 
indistinct, pale (~ or feint lines, ruled ~ or 
feint, of paper with lines to guide writing; 
a ~ idea, inadequate); giddy or languid 
with fear, hunger, etc., inclined to swoon; 
(of air, scents, etc.) sickly, oppressive. 
Hence ~'ish1(2) a., ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 
[ME, f. OF, p.p. of faindre feign] 

faint2, v.i., & n. Lose courage, give way, 
(arch.); swoon (v. & n.; away, in a 
dead ~, utterly insensible), [f. prec. ] 

faints, n. pi. Impure spirit coming over at 
beginning & end of distillation, [f. faint 1 ] 
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fair1, n. Periodical gathering for sale of 
goods, often with shows & entertainments, 
at place & time fixed by charter, sta¬ 
tute, or custom (a day after the ~, too 
late); fancy ~. [ME, f. OF feire (now 
foire) f. LL feria sing. f. L feriae holi¬ 
day] 

fair2, a., n., & v.i. & t. 1. Beautiful (the 
~ sex, the ~, women; also arch, as n., a 
~ = a woman); satisfactory, abundant, 
(a ~ heritage); specious (~ speeches); 
i)lond, not dark, (a ~ man, complexion, 
hair, whence ~lhairED2 a.): clean, clear, 
unblemished, (~ water; ~ copy 1; ~ fame); 
just, unbiased, equitable, legitimate, (~ 
<& square a. & adv., without finesse, 
above-board; ~ trade, principle that re¬ 
ciprocity should be the condition of free 
trade; a~ field1 c& no favour; all’s~ in 
love <fr war; by ~ means or foul; ~ play, 
equal conditions for all); of moderate 
quality, not bad, pretty good, whence 
~'ish ‘(2) a.; favourable, promising, 
gentle, unobstructed, (~ or foul weather; 
~-weather friends, not good in a crisis; 
in a ~ way to succeed; by~ means, without 
violence or fraud; '—’way, navigable 
channel, regular course or track of ship, 
prepared part of golf-links free from 
hazards between tee and green); |] 
light, — transom window; ~-maid, — fu¬ 

made ; February Fair-maids, snowdrops. 
2. v.i. (Of w'eather) become ~; (v.t.) make 
~ copy of (document); (Shipbuilding etc.) 
make smooth and regular. Hence ~'ness 

n. [OE feegcr, OS, OHG fagar, ON fagr, 
Goth, fagrs f. Gmc *fagraz] 

fair3, adv. Speak one ~, address him 
courteously; spoken, (of person) courte¬ 
ous, bland; icrite out ~, as fair2 copy; 
hit, fight, ~, according to the rules; bid1 

~; ~ & softly, gently, not so fast, (esp. as 
protest against assumptions etc.); (with 
strike, fall, etc.) straight, plump, clean. 
[OE feegre (prec.)] 

fair'ing1, n. Present bought at a fair. 
[-ING1 ] 

fairing'2, n. The making of an aircraft’s 
surface smooth and streamlined; any 
light structure added for this purpose, 
[f. fair2 as v.t. + -ING1] 

Fair Isle (il), n. One of the Shetlands; 
II ~ (sweater, pull-over, etc.), jersey knitted 
in designs said to be Moorish. 

fair'ly, adv. In adj. senses; (also) utterly, 
completely, (~ beside himself; there is 
sometimes doubt between this sense & 
that of rather, tolerably, as in ~ good). 
[-ly2] 

fair'ly, n. &a. 1. Small supernatural being 
with magical powers; ~y lamps, lights (of 
glass, for esp. outdoor decoration); Fairy¬ 
land, home of ~ies, enchanted region; '—y 
ring, circular band of darker grass caused 
by fungi & attributed to ~y dancing; Cy¬ 
tale, about ~ies, also account of strange 
incident, coincidence, marvellous pro¬ 
gress, etc., fabrication, fib; hence ~y- 

falcon 

dom, '~yiiooD, ~yiSM, nn. 2. adj. Of~ies; 
imaginary, fictitious; ~y-like, beautiful 
& delicate or small, whence ~Ily2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF faerie (now feerie) f. fae fay ; 
see -ery] 

fait accompli (see Ap.), n. Thing done & 
no longer worth arguing against. [F] 

faith, n. Reliance, trust, in; belief founded 
on authority (pin one’s ~ to or upon, 
believe implicitly); (Theol.) belief in re¬ 
ligious doctrines, esp. such as affects 
character & conduct, spiritual apprehen¬ 
sion of divine truth apart from proof; 
system of religious belief (the Christian, 
Jewish, ~; defender of the ; the ~, the 
true religion); things (to be) believed; 
warrant (on the — of); promise, engage¬ 
ment, (give, pledge, plight, keep, break, 
violate, one’s ~); loyalty, fidelity, (good 
~, honesty of intention; bad ~, intent to 
deceive; Punic ~, treachery); ~-cure, 
-curer, -healing, -healer, acting by prayer, 
not drugs etc. [ME feith, f. OF feid (pron. 
feith), later fei (mod. foi) whence arch. 
(by my) fay, f. L fidem] 

faith'ful, a. Loyal, constant, (to person, 
one’s word), conscientious; trustworthy; 
true to fact, the original, etc., accurate; 
the ~ (pi.), true believers, esp. Moham¬ 
medans. Hence ~ness n. [-ful] 

faith'fully, adv. In adj. senses; esp.: 
yours ~, customary formula for closing 
business or formal letter; deal ~ with, 
speak home truths to or of; promise ~, 
emphatically (colloq.). [-ly2] 

faith'less, a. Unbelieving; perfidious, 
false to promises; unreliable. Hence 
~LY2 adv.,~NESS n. [-LESS] 

fake1, v.t., & n. (naut.). Coil (rope); (n.) 
one round of a coil. [orig. unkn. ] 

fake2, v.t., & n. 1. Do up, make present¬ 
able or specious, contrive out of poor 
material. 2. n. Piece of faking, thing ~d 
up (esp. sham antique), dodge, cooked 
report. Hence~';>rENT(-km-)n.,~. [perb. 
f. obs. feak, feague thrash, prob. f. G fegen 
sweep, thrash] 

fakir' (-ef), n. Mohammedan (or Hindu) 
religious mendicant, devotee, [f. Arab. 
faqir poor man] 

Falan'gist, n. Member of a Spanish 
Fascist organization Faldn'ge (-gha). 
[Sp. ~a f. falange phalanx] 

fol'bala, n. Flounce, trimming. [17th c. 
f. F, of unkn. orig.; see furbelow] 

fai'eate, a. (anat., bot., zool.). Hooked, 
sickle-shaped, [f. L falcatus f. falx sickle, 
-ate2(2)] 

fal'cated, a. (astron.). <= prec. (of moon 
etc.), [as prec., see -ate2] 

falchion (fawl'chon), n. Broad curved 
convex-edged sword. [ME fauchoun f. 
OF fauchon f. Rom. *falcionem (nom. 
-cio) f. L falx sickle] 

fal'ciform, a. (anat.). Sickle-shaped, [f. 
L falx -cis sickle + -form ] 

falcon (faw'kn, fawl'kn), n. Small diurnal 
bird of prey, esp. as trained to hawk for 
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sport (in ~ry the female only, cf. tercel). 

So ~ry(2, 5) n. [ME, f. OF faucon f. LL 
falconem ] 

falc'oner (fawk-), n. Keeper and trainer 
of hawks; one who hunts with hawks, [f. 
OF faulconnier, see prec., -eu2(2)] 

falc'onet (fawk-), n. 1. (hist.). Light can¬ 
non. 2. Species of shrike, [first sense f. 
It. falconello dim. oifalcone falcon ; last f. 
FALCON + -ET1 ] 

falderal', n. Gewgaw, trifle, [cf. the 
earlier fal-lal] 

fald'stool (fawl-), n. Bishop’s armless 
chair; || movable desk for kneeling at; 
desk for litany to be said from. [f. med. L 
faldistolium f. WG *faldislol (faldan to 
fold, STOOL)] 

Falern'ian, n. A famous wine of ancient 
Campania, [f. L (vinum) Falernum Faler- 
nian (wine) + -ian ] 

fall1 (fawl), y.i. & (dial. & U.S.) t. (fell; 
~en often conjugated with be, see -ed1(2), 

& used as adj.). 1. Descend freely (~ing 
star, meteor), drop (the remark fell from 
him; lambs ~, are born), come down, lose 
high position (statesmen ~; ~era angel, one 
of those cast out of heaven), swoop 
(vengeance fell). 2. Become detached, 
hang down; sink to lower level (barometer, 
prices, ~), decline, slope; disembogue 
into; subside, ebb, abate; show dismay 
(faces ~), droop (eyes ~). 3. Cease to 
stand (~ing sickness arch., epilepsy), 
become prostrate, come to ground, sin, 
be overthrown, perish (~ prostrate, flat; 
plans ~ to the ground, are abandoned, fail; 
~ on one’s sword, in suicide; wicket ~s, 
batsman is out; fortress ~s, is taken; 
woman ~s, loses chastity; many fell, 
were killed in battle; seven lions fell to his 
rifle; ~eu on evil times, in misfortune; ~ a 
prey or sacrifice to; ~ into error; houses ~, 
tumble in fragments; ~ to pieces, in two, 
asunder); (trans.) cause to ~, fell (tree). 
4. Take such a direction (his eye fell upon 
me), have such a place (accent ~s on first 
syllable), alight, come by chance etc., (the 
lot fell upon me; it fell to my lot to; cost ~s 
to you; it fell in my way; ~ amongst thieves, 
upon a corrupt age; subject ~s into three 
divisions). 5. Pass into such a state (fell 
into a rage, in love), become so-&-so (~ 
dumb, due); lapse, revert, (revenues ~ to 
the Crown). 6. Occur, have date, (Easter 
~s early), find place (what now to be 
described). 7. With prepp.: ~ a- ■—ing, 
begin; ~ behind, be passed by; ~ for 
(colloq.), be captivated by, admire, yield 
to the charms or merits of; ~ into, (line) 
take one’s place in the ranks, combine 
with others, (conversation ivith) begin 
talking to, (habit etc.) adopt it; ~ (up)on, 
assault, come across, (one’s feet or legs) 
get well out of difficulty; ~ to —ing, take 
to, begin, (also ~ to work); ~ under, be 
classed among, be subjected to (observa¬ 
tion etc.); ~ within, be included in. 8. 
With adw.: ~ astern, (of ship) drop 

fallow 

behind; ~ away, desert, revolt, apostatize, 
decay, vanish; ~ back, retreat; ~ back 
upon, have recourse to; ~ behind, lag; 
(colloq.) ~ down (on), fail (in); ~ foul of, 
come into collision with, quarrel with, 
attack; ~ in, (Mil.) take or cause to take 
places in line, (of buildings etc.) give way 
inwards, (of debt etc.) become due, (of 
land etc.) become available, (of lease) 
run out; ~ in with, happen to meet, 
accede to (views), agree with (person), 
coincide with, humour; ~ off, withdraw, 
decrease, degenerate (so ~ing off, n.), (of 
ship) refuse to answer holm, (of subjects) 
revolt; ~ on, join battle, begin feeding; 
~ old, quarrel, come to pas3, result well 
etc., (Mil.) leave the ranks; ~ out of, give 
up (habit) etc.; (fig.) ~ (lean2) over back¬ 
wards; ~ short, become insufficient, (of 
missile) not go far enough; ~ short of, 
fail to obtain; ~ through, miscarry, fail; 
~ to, begin eating or fighting. [OE 
feallan, OS, OHG fallan, ON folia] 

fall2 (fawl), n. Act of falling (see prec.); 
also or esp.: amount of rain etc. that falls; 
(now chiefly U.S.; also ~ of the year or 
leaf) autumn; number of lambs bom; 
cataract, cascade, (often ph); downward 
trend, amount of descent; wrestling - 
-bout, throw in this, (try a ~, lit. & fig.); 
rope of hoisting-tackle; amount of timber 
cut down; succumbing to temptation (the 

of man, Adam’s sin and its results); 
kind of woman’s veil; airborne 
particles of radio-active materials from 
explosion of atomic or hydrogen bomb, 
[f. prec.] 

fall'acy, n. Misleading argument, soph¬ 
ism, (Log.) flaw that vitiates syllogism, 
one of the types of such flaws; delusion, 
error, (pathetic ~); unsoundness, de¬ 
lusiveness, disappointing character, (of 
arguments, or beliefs). So fallA'raous 
(-ashws) a., falla'ciousLY2 adv., fallal 
ciousNESS n., (-shws-). [f. L fallacia 
(fallax deceiving f. fallere deceive) see 
-acy] 

fal-lal', n. Piece of finery. Hence fallal(l)f 
erv(5) n. [contemptuous reduplication, 
cf. gewgaw, perh. f. falbala] 

fall'ible, a. Liable to err or be erroneous. 
Hence falliBiL'iTY n. [f. med. L fallibilis 
(fcdlere deceive, -ble)] 

Fallop'ian, a. Of Fallopius the Italian 
anatomist (d. 1562); ~ tubes, the human 
oviducts. [-AN] 

fall'ow1 (-5), n., a., & v.t. (Ground) 
ploughed and harrowed but left un¬ 
cropped for a year; uncultivated (land); 
(vb) break up (land) for sowing or to 
destroy weeds. [ME falwe, rel. to OE 
fealga (pi.) harrows, fealgian break up 
land, MLG valge, G felge] 

fall'ow2 (-6), a. Of pale brownish or red¬ 
dish yellow (now only in ~-deer, species 
smaller than red deer). [OE, OS falu, 
OHG falo (G fall, falb), ON fglr f. Gmc 
*falwaz] 
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false (fawls), a. & adv. 1. Erroneous, 
wrong, incorrect, (~ idea, verdict; ~ con¬ 
cord, breach of agreement rules in gram¬ 
mar ; ~ quantity, incorrect length of vowel 
in verse or pronunciation; ~ note in music; 
~ drawing', ~ imprisonment, illegal; ~ 
weights etc.; ~ pride, shame, based on 
wrong notions; ~ position, one that 
tempts person to act against his prin¬ 
ciples ; ~ step, stumble, transgression; ~ 
start, wrong start (in racing); lying, deceit¬ 
ful, treacherous, unfaithful to; deceptive 
(~ mirror, medium); spurious, sham, arti¬ 
ficial, (~ coin, god, prophet, hair, teeth; ~ 
colours, flag one has no right to, lit. & 
fig.); improperly so called, pseudo-, (~ 
acacia', ~ bottom, horizontal partition in 
vessel, drawer, etc.; ~ keel) ; ~ alarm 
(given without good cause, either to 
deceive or under apprehension of danger); 
~ card, one played contrary to usual 
custom, in order to mislead opponents; 
~ pretences, misrepresentations made with 
intent to deceive; hence or cogn. ~'ly2 

(-awlsl-) adv., ~'ness (-awlsn-), fal'siTY 
(fawl-), nn. 2. adv. Play person ~, cheat, 
betray. [ME fals(e) f. OF fats, faus f. L 
falsus p.p. of fallere deceive; OE fals dir. 
f. L) 

faise'hood (fawls-h-), n. Falsity; some¬ 
thing untrue, contrariety to fact; lying, 
lie(s). [-hood] 

falsett'o (fawl-), n. (pi. -os). Head voice 
in men, as used by male altos (in ~, a ~ 
tone, etc., often of sham indignation). [It., 
dim. of falso FALSE] 

fal'sifly (fawl-), v.t. Fraudulently alter 
(document); misrepresent; make wrong, 
pervert; disappoint (hope, fear, etc.). So 
~icA'TiON (fawl-) n. [f. F falsifier or LL 
falsificare (false, -fy)] 

Falstaff'ian (fawl-), a. Like or character¬ 
istic of Shakespeare’s Falstaff, fat, jovial, 
& humorous, [-ian] 

fal'ter (fawl-), v.i. & t. Stumble, stagger, 
go unsteadily; stammer, speak hesitat¬ 
ingly, (~ out, utter, say, thus); waver, 
lose courage, flinch. Hence ■—■ingr.Y2 
adv. [orig. obsc.; perh. f. ME falden 
(fold2) in obs. sense falter, after totter 
etc. ] 

fame1, n. Public report, rumour; reputa¬ 
tion (house of ill ~, bawdy-house), good 
reputation; renown, celebrity. [ME, f. 
OF f. L fama = Gk pheme (fa- speak)] 

fame2, v.t. (Pass.) be currently reported 
as, for, to be or do; (p.p.) famous, much 
spoken of, (for valour etc.). [ME, f. OF 
fame.r (prec.)] 

famil'ial (-lyol), a. Of, occurring in, 
characteristic of, (member of) a family. 
[-IAL] 

famil'iar (-ly«r), a, & n. 1. Of one’s family 
(arch, for family attrib.); intimate (with), 
in close friendship spirit, or ~ as n., 
demon attending & obeying witch etc.); 
closely acquainted with (some subject); 
well known, no longer novel, (to); com¬ 

mon, current, usual; unceremonious, free, 
over-free; amorously or sexually intimate 
(with). 2. n. (R.-C. Ch.) person rendering 
certain services in Pope’s or bishop’s 
household; intimate friend or associate; 
~ spirit. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
familier f. L familiaris (family, -ar1)] 

familia'rity, n. Close intercourse, in¬ 
timacy with person or some subject; 
amorous intimacy, (pi.) caresses etc.; un¬ 
ceremoniousness, treating of inferiors or 
superiors as equals, (~ breeds contempt). 
[ME, f. OF familiarite f. L familiaritatem 
(prec., -ty)] 

famil'iariz|e, -is|e, (-lyarlz), v.t. Make 
(thing) well known; make (person, per¬ 
son’s mind etc., oneself) well acquainted 
or at home with. Hence ~a'tion n. [-ize] 

fam'ily, n. 1. Members of a household, 
parents, children, servants, etc. (happy ~, 
animals of different kinds in one cage); 
set of parents & children, or of relations, 
living together or not (Holy F~, the 
Virgin, Jesus, St Joseph, & often St John 
Baptist & St Elizabeth, as grouped in 
pictures); person’s children. 2. All de¬ 
scendants of common ancestor, house, 
lineage, (o/~, well born); race, group of 
peoples from common stock. 3. Brother¬ 
hood of persons or nations united by 
political or religious ties. 4. Group of 
objects distinguished by common fea¬ 
tures. 5. Group of allied genera, usu. 
subdivision of order. 6. ~ allowance 
(paid to employees or State-insured per¬ 
son in proportion to size of ~); ~ butcher 
etc., supplying families as opp. to the 
army etc.; ~ hotel, with special terms for 
families; in a ~ way, without ceremony; 
II in the ~ way, with child; ~ Bible, large 
Bible with fly-leaves for registering births 
etc.; II ~ coach, large closed carriage, a 
game of forfeits; ~ likeness, that between 
relations, vague resemblance; || ~ living, 
benefice in gift of head of ~; ~ man, one 
with ~, domestic person; ~ planning, 
birth control; ~ tree, genealogical chart. 
[f. L familia household (famulus servant, 
:Yl)] 

fam'ine, n. Extreme scarcity of food in 
a district etc.; dearth of something speci¬ 
fied, as water ~ (~ prices, raised by 
scarcity); hunger, starvation, (die of ~). 
[ME, f. OF, f. faim f. L fames hunger, 
-INE 1 ] 

fam'ish, v.t. & i. Reduce, be reduced, to 
extreme hunger; (colloq.) be ~ing, feel 
hungry. [ME, f. fame (obs., f. OF afamer 
f. L fames hunger) +-ISH] 

fam'ous, a. Celebrated (for quality etc.), 
well known; (colloq.) capital, excellent, 
whence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. AF famous f. 
OF -eus f. L famosus (fame, -ose1)] 

fam'ulus, n. (pi. -li). Attendant on magi¬ 
cian. [L, = servant] 

fanl, n. Winnowing-machine; instrument, 
usu. folding & sector-shaped when spread 
out, on radiating ribs, for agitating air to 
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cool face; anything so spread out, as 
bird’s tail, wing, leaf, kind of ornamental 
vaulting (~ tracery)-, rotating apparatus 
giving current of air for ventilation etc.; 
(Naut.) (blade of) screw, propeller; (in 
windmill) small sail for keeping head to¬ 
wards wind; || —-light, ~-shaped window 
over door; —-tail, ~-shaped tail or end, 
kind of pigeon, || coal-heaver’s hat or sou’¬ 
wester. [OE fann f. L vannus winnowing- 
basket ] 

fan2, v.t. & i. (-nn-). Winnow (corn), 
whence ~n,ER1(2) n.; winnow away 
(chaff), sweep av:ay (as) by wind from 
fan; move (air) with fan; drive current 
of air (as) with fan upon, to cool (face etc.) 
or to kindle (flame; ~ the flame, increase 
excitement etc.); (of breeze) blow gently 
on, cool; spread out (t. & i.) in fan shape, 
[f. prec.] 

fan3, n. (si.). Devotee of a specified 
amusement, as film —s, football ~s; ~ 
mail, letters from ~s. [abbr. of foil. ] 

fanat'ic, a. & n. (Person) filled with ex¬ 
cessive & mistaken enthusiasm, esp. in 
religion. Hence ~al a., <—*alLY2 adv., 
~ism n., ~ize(2, 3) v.i. & t. [f. F (-ique) or 
L fanaticus (fanum temple, -atic)] 

fan'eier, n. Connoisseur in some article or 
animal (of which the name is usu. pre¬ 
fixed, as dog, rose, —). [fancy2, -er1] 

fan'eiful, a. Indulging in fancies, whim¬ 
sical, capricious; fantastically designed, 
ornamented, etc., odd-looking; imagi¬ 
nary, unreal. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[-FPL] 

fan'ey1, n. & a. 1. Delusion, unfounded 
belief; faculty of calling up things not 
present, of inventing imagery; mental 
image; arbitrary supposition; caprice, 
a whim; individual taste, inclination, 
(take a — to, for; catch the — of, please); 
the —, those who have a certain hobby, 
= -fanciers, esp. the patrons of boxing; 
art of breeding animals with certain 
points of excellence; —-free, not in love. 
2. adj. (not pred.). Ornamental, not 
plain, (~ bread-, — dress, masquerade 
costume, so —-dress or '—-ball; ~-work, 
ornamental sewing etc.; II ~ fair, bazaar 
for sale of ~ goods); (of flowers etc.) 
particoloured; capricious, whimsical, 
extravagant, (at a — -price; II ~ franchise, 
based on complicated or arbitrary quali¬ 
fications; ~ dog, pigeon, etc., bred for 
particular points of beauty etc.); based on 
imagination, not fact (~ picture); — man, 
sweetheart, (si.) man living on earnings of 
a prostitute, [contraction of fantasy ] 

fan'ey2, v.t. Picture to oneself, conceive, 
imagine, (~ oneself dead; ~ a blue dahlia; 
~ him to be here, that lie is here; imperat. 
as excl. of surprise, ~ /, ~ his believing 
it!); be inclined to suppose, rather think; 
(colloq.) have good conceit of (oneself, 
one’s game etc.); take a fancy to, like; 
breed, grow, (animals, plants) with atten¬ 
tion to certain points, [f. prec.] 

fandangle (Ang'gl), n. Fantastic orna¬ 
ment, tomfoolery. [perh. f. foil. ] 

fandang'o (-ngg-), n. (pi. -oes). Lively 
Spanish dance; tune for this. [Sp. ] 

fane,_n. (poet.). Temple, [f. L fanum] 
fan'fare (& see Ap.), n. Flourish of trum¬ 
pets, bugles, etc. [F] 

fanfaronade', n. Arrogant talk, brag; 
= prec. [f. F fanfaronnade f. fanfaron 
(prec., -OON), -ADE] 

fang1, n. Canine tooth, esp. of dogs & 
wolves; serpent’s venom-tooth; spike of 
tool held in the stock; (prong of) root of 
tooth. Hence (-)~ed2 (-gd), ~'less, aa. 
[late OE fang f. ON ( = OS, OHG) fang 
f. Gmc vb *fanhan to catch] 

fang2, v.t. Prime (pump) by pouring in 
water to start it. [f. prec. ] 

fan-tan', n. Chinese gambling game in 
which the number of coins etc. hidden 
under a bowl has to be guessed; gambling 
game played with cards. [Chin.] 

fantasia (-aze'a, -a'zla, -ah'), n. Musical 
or other composition in which form is 
subservient to fancy. [It. = fantasy] 

fan'tast, ph-, n. Visionary, dreamer, [f. 
med. L f. Gk phantasies (phantazomai 
make a show f. phaino show)] 

fantas'tic, a. Fancied (rare); extrava¬ 
gantly fanciful, capricious, eccentric; 
grotesque or quaint in design etc. Hence 
(thr. obs. —al) ~al'iTY, ~al.\TESS, ~ism, 
nn., ~alLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF f. med. L 
fantasticus f. LL f. Gk phantastikos (prec., 
-ic)] 

fan'tasy, ph-, n. Image-making faculty, 
esp. when extravagant or visionary; 
mental image; fantastic design; = fan¬ 
tasia ; whimsical speculation. [ME, f. OF 
fanlasie f. L f. Gk phantasia (see fantast) ] 

Fan'tee, n. Member, language, of a Negro 
tribe inhabiting the Gold Coast; go 
(of European) conform to native habits, 
[native ] 

f&ntocci’ni (-ochene), n. pi. Mechanically 
worked puppets; marionette show. [It. ] 

faquir. See fakir. 

farJ, adv. (farther, -thest, further, -thest), 
& n. 1. At a great distance, a long way 
off, (often with away, off, out; also fig., as 
~, so —, from doing, — from it; ~ be it from 
me to, I would on no account); to a great 
distance or advanced point (driven — into 
the ground-, — gone, advanced (see below 
also); he will go—, do much; go — to effect 
etc., nearly do so; by a great interval, by 
much, (~ differeiit, better, the best; also ~ 
& away); so —, to such a distance, (also) 
up to now; hoiv —, to what extent; as — 
as, right to, not short of, (place); as or so 
— as, in so — as, to whatever extent. 
2. —away, remote, long-past, (of look 
etc.) absent, dreamy; —-between, infre¬ 
quently ; ~ east ; —-famed, widely known; 
—-fetched, (of simile, illustration, etc.) 
studiously sought out, strained; —-flung 
(rhet.), widely extended; ~ forth; ~ 
gone, very ill or mad or drunk or much in 
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debt; ~ off, remote; —reaching, -widely 
applicable, carrying many consequences; 
~-seeing, -sighted, prescient, prudent, 
(-sighted) seeing distant things more clear¬ 
ly than near ones. 3. n. A distance (do you 
come from ~ ?); large amount (by ~, with 
compar. & superl., prefer, surpass, etc.). 
[OE feor(r), OS, OHG fer, ON fjarri, 
Goth, fairra f. Gmc *fer- cogn. w. Gk 
peran beyond] 

far2, a. (farther, -est, further, -esl). Distant, 
remote, (a ~ cry1). [OE feorr f. prec.] 

fa'rad, n. (electr.). Electro-magnetic unit 
of capacity, [f. Faraday, physicist, d. 
1867] 

farada'ic, a. (electr.). Inductive, induced, 
(of current), [as prec., -ic] 

farce1, n. Dramatic work merely to ex¬ 
cite laughter; this species of drama; 
absurdly futile proceeding, pretence, 
mockery. Hence far'ciCAL a., far'ei- 
calLY2 adv., fdrcical'iTY n. [F, orig.= 
stuffing, f. Jj farcire to stuff, used metapk. 
of interludes etc. ] 

farce2, v.t. (arch.). Season, spice, stuff, 
(in cookery, & fig. of literary composi¬ 
tions). [ME f. OF farsir f. L as prec.] 

farceur' (-sbr), n. Joker, wag. [F ] 
far'ey, n. Disease, esp. of horses, allied to 
glanders; ~ bud, button, small tumour in 
this. [w. older farcin f. F farcin f. L 
farciminum (farcire stuff) ] 

II fard'el, n.(arch.). Bundle, burden. [ME, 
f. OF, dim. of farde burden f. Arab. 
fardah] 

fare1, n. 1. Cost of passenger’s convey¬ 
ance, passage-money; passenger in hired 
vehicle. 2. Food provided (usu. good, 
bad, plentiful, etc., ~; bill4 of ~). [OE 
fair, = OHG, ON far, & OE faru = ON 
fgr, f. st. of foil. ] 

fare2, v.i. Journey, go, travel, (poet.; so 
~ forth, start); happen, turn out, (how 
‘ ‘S it?); get on well, ill, etc., have such 
luck; be entertained, be fed or feed one¬ 
self, well etc. [OE, OS, OHG, Goth., Gmc 
faran, f. far- cogn. w. Gk poros ford] 

farewell' (-rw-), int. & n. 1. Good-bye!, 
Adieu!, (~ to, no more of). 2. n. Leave- 
-taking, parting good wishes. [ME; 
imper. of prec. + well ] 

farin'a, n. Flour or meal of corn, nuts, 
or starchy roots; powdery substance; 
II (Bot.) pollen; (Chem.) starch. Hence 
farinA'CEOiis (-as tins) a. [L (far corn, 
-INE4)] 

fa'rindse, a. Mealy, sprinkled with 
powder, [f. LL farinosus (prec., -ose1)] 

II fiTrl, n. (Sc.). Thin cake, orig. quadrant- 
-shaped, of oatmeal or flour, [for obs. 
fardel quarter (fourth, deal), cf. farth¬ 
ing] 

falm1, n. Tract of land used under one 
management for cultivation (orig. only 
of leased land; home reserved & 
worked by owner of estate containing 
other ~s); (also ~-house) dwelling-place 
attached to ~; tract of water used as a 

preserve (oyster-~); place where children 
are fanned (see foil.); ~-hand, worker on 
~ ; ~rstead, ~ with buildings on it; ~yard', 
yard or enclosure attached to ~-house. 
(ME ferme f. OF f. med. L firma fixed 
payment (L firmare fix f. firmws)] 

fatm2, v.t. & i. 1. Take proceeds of (tax, 
office, etc.) on payment of fixed sum; 
(also ~ out) let out proceeds of (tax etc.) 
to person for fixed sum. 2. Let the labour 
of (persons) for hire; contract to maintain 
and care for (persons, esp. children) for 
fixed sum. 3. Cultivate, till; till the soil, 
be a farmer. Hence ~'er l, ~Tng1, nn. 
[f. prec.] 

far'd, n. Gambling card-game. [f. Pharaoh 
(significance doubtful) ] 

farouche' (-bosh), a. Sullen, shy. [F] 
farra'go (-rah-, -ra-), n. (pi. -os). Medley, 
hotch-potch. Hence farra'ginous a. [L 
(genit. -inis), = mixed fodder (far corn)] 

fa'rrier, n. Shoeing-smith; II horse-doc¬ 
tor; N.C.O. in charge of cavalry regi¬ 
ment’s horses. Hence fa'rriERY(2) n. 
[16th c. ferricr f. F f. L ferrarius f. ferrum 
iron, -er2(2)] 

fa'rrow (-6), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Giving birth 
to, litter of, pigs (20 at one ~). 2. vb. 
Produce (pigs), produce pigs, [vb f. n., 
OE fearh, OIIG farah f. Gmc "farhaz 
cogn. w. L porous] 

fdrt, n., & v.i. (indecent). Emission of, 
emit, wind from the anus. [Aryan, cf. Gk 
perdomai] 

farth'er (-dh-), adv. & a. (used as comp, 
of far1-2, see etym.), & v.t. 1. To or at a 

more advanced point or greater extent or 
distance (I’ll see you ~ or further first); 
in addition, also besides, moreover, (now 
usu .further). 2. adj. More extended, ad¬ 
ditional, more; more distant or advanced, 
whence~MOST a. 3. v.t. (rare). = further. 

[ME ferther, var. of further; both used 
as comp, of far, but with tendency to 
restrict ~ to lit. & further to secondary 
senses] 

farth'est (-dh-), a. & adv. 1. Most distant 
(at the, at, ~, at the greatest distance, at 
latest, at most). 2. adv. To or at the 
greatest distance, [var., now more usu., 
of FURTHEST] 

II farth'ing (-dh-), n. Quarter of a penny; 
least possible amount (doesn’t matter a ~). 
[OE feorthing (fcortha fourth, -ing3)] 

farth'ingale (-dhingg-), n. (hist.). Hooped 
petticoat. [16tb c. (also vard-, verd-) f. 
F verdugale f. Sp. -ado (verdugo rod, 
-ado)] 

falt'lek, n. (athletics). Method of training 
for middle & long-distance running, in 
which the athlete runs over country, 
mixing fast with slow work. [Sw., 
= speed-play] 

fas'ces (-z), n. pi. (Rom. hist.). Bundle of 
rods with axe in the middle carried by 
lictor before high magistrate; ensigns of 
authority. [L (pi. of fascis bundle)] 

fascia (fa'shia), n. (Archit.) long flat sur- 
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face of wood or stone under eaves or 
cornice, cf. facia; (Anat.) thin sheath of 
fibrous tissue; stripe, band, fillet, belt; 
(in full ~ board) instrument board of 
motor-car. [L] 

fa'sciated (-shi-), a. (Bot.; of contiguous 
parts) compressed, growing, into one (so 
fasciA'TiON n.); striped, [f. L fasciatus 
p.p. of fasciare swathe (prec.), -ate2] 

fas'cicle, -icule, -ic'ulus, (f&si-), n. (Bot. 
etc.) bunch, bundle, whence fas'ciclED2 
(-Id), fascic'ulAR1, fascic'ulATE2, -ated, 
aa., fasciculA'TiON n.; one part of book 
published by instalments, [f. L fasciculus 
(FASCES, -CULE)] 

fas'cin|ate, v.t. Deprive (victim) of power 
of escape or resistance by one’s look or 
presence (esp. of serpents); attract irre¬ 
sistibly, enchant, charm, whence ~atiNG3 
a., ~atingJ.Y2 adv. Hence or cogn. 
~a'tion, ~atOR (esp., = opera-hood), nn. 
[f. L fascinare (fascinum spell), -ate3] 

fascine' (-sen), n. Long faggot used for 
engineering purposes & esp. in war for 
lining trenches, filling ditches, etc.; ~ 
dwelling, prehistoric lake dwelling sup¬ 
ported by cross layers of sticks sunk 
below surface. [F, f. L fascina (fascis 
bundle, -INE1)] 

Fas'clsm (fashi-, fasl-), fasci'srno (-shez- 
mo), n. Principles & organization of the 
patriotic & anti-communist movement in 
Italy started during the 1914-18 war, 
culminating in the dictatorship of Benito 
Mussolini (d. 1945), & imitated by Fascist 
or blackshirt associations in other coun¬ 
tries. So Fas'cist (fashi-, fasl-), fasci'sta 
(-she-; pi. -ti pron. -te), n. [It. fascismo 
(fascio bundle, group, f. L as fasces, see 
-ISM)] 

I! fash, v.t. (or refl.), & n. (Sc.). Bother, 
trouble, inconvenience, [n. f. vb, f. OF 
fascher (now fetcher) ] 

fa'shion (-shn), n., & v.t. 1. Make, shape, 
style, pattern, manner, (after the ~ of, 
like; so -~ = -wise, as walk crab-~); after, 
in, a ~, not satisfactorily, but somehow 
or other. 2. Prevailing custom, esp. in 
dress (~-plate, picture showing style of 
dress). 3. Conventional usages of upper- 
-class society (the ~, whatever is in accord 
with these for the time being; set the ~, 
give the example in changing them; the 
~, (also) admired & discussed person or 
thing; in, out of, ~ or the ~, agreeing 
or not with current usage; man etc. of~, 
(hist, or joc.), of social standing, moving 
in & conforming with upper-class society); 
hence -~ed2 (-ond) a. 4. v.t. Give shape 
to, form, mould, (into, to, or abs.). [ME 
faeiun, -soun f. AF fasun (F fagon), f. L 
factionem (facere fact- make, -ion)] 

fa'shionab|le (-shon-), a. & n. 1. Follow¬ 
ing, suited to, the fashion; characteristic 
of, treating of, or patronized by, persons 
of fashion. Hence ~leNESS n., ~ly2 adv. 
2. n. ~le person, [prec. n., -able] 

fast1 (fah-), v.i. 1. Abstain from all or 

fat 

some kinds of food as religious obser¬ 
vance or in sign of mourning (~ing-day, 
= ¥\ST2-day). 2. Go without food. [OE 
ftestan, OHG fasten, ON fasta, Goth. 
fast an orig. = keep, observe, hold fast3] 

fast2 (fah-), n. Act of fasting (prec., 1); 
season or (also ~-day, fasting-day) day ap¬ 
pointed for fasting; going without food 
(break one’s ~ = breakfast v.). [ME, f. 
ON fasta (OS, OHG fasta) as prec. ] 

fast3 (fah-), a. 1. Firmly fixed or attached 
(stake ~ in the ground; ~ friend or friend¬ 
ship, steady, close; ship ~ aground-, ~ 
asleep; a ~ prisoner; ~ colour, unfading, 
not washing out; make ~, fasten; play ~ 

loose, ignore obligations, be unreliable; 
door is ~, locked etc.; take~ hold of, tight; 
~ with gout, confined). 2. Rapid, quick - 
-moving, producing quick motion, (~ 
train; ~ cricket-pitch, racquet-court, put¬ 
ting-green, on which ball bounds or runs 
smartly; watch is~, shows too advanced 
time; ~ person, dissipated, see foil.). 
Hence ~'ish1(2) a. [OE fast, OS fast, 
OHG festi, ON fastr, Gmc *fast-, same 
base as fast 1 ] 

fast4 (fah-), adv. (-er, -est). Firmly, 
fixedly, tightly, securely, (stand, sit, stick, 
~ ; ~ bind, ~ find, lock up what you would 
not lose; eyes ~ shut; sleep ~, soundly); 
(poet. & arch.) close beside, by, upon, etc.; 
quickly, in quick succession; live ~, live 
in a dissipated way, expend much energy 
in short time. [OE feeste (prec.)] 

fa'sten (fah'sn), v.t. & i. Make fast, attach, 
fix, secure by some tie or bond, (to, upon, 
on adv. or prep., together, up, in adv. or 
prep.; or abs.; ~ parcel, garment, door, 
etc., or string, boll, etc.; ~ off thread etc., 
secure with knot or otherwise), whence 
~ino4(4) (fah'sn-) n.; direct (look, 
thoughts, etc.) keenly (up)on; fix (nick¬ 
name, imputation, etc.) (up)on; ~ quarrel 
upon, pick quarrel with; become fast 
(door will not ~); ~ (up)on, lay hold of, 
single out for attack, seize upon (pretext). 
Hence ~er4(2) (fah'sn-) n. [OE feestnian, 
OS fastnon, OHG fastinon, f. Gmc 
*faslinbjan f. *fast- fast3, -en6] 

fas'tl, n. pi. Chronological register of 
events, ann- H. [L, = calendar] 

fastld'ious, a. Easily disgusted, carefully 
selective, hard to please. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ~ness n. [f. L fastidiosus (fastidium 
loathing, see -ous1)] 

fasti'giate, a. (bot.). With conical or taper¬ 
ing outline, [f. L fastigium gable + -ate2] 

fast'ness (fah-), n. In adj. senses (fast3) ; 
also, stronghold, fortress. [OE fxstnes f. 
FAST 3 + -NESS ] 

fat, a., n., & v.t. & i. (-tt-). 1. Fed up for 
slaughter, fatted; well-fed, plump, (cut up 
~, leave much money), corpulent; thick, 
substantial, (esp. of printing-type); 
greasy, oily, unctuous, (cut it ~, make a 
display); (of coal) bituminous; (of clay 
etc.) sticky; fertile, rich, yielding abun¬ 
dantly, (~ lands, benefice, job; a ~ lot, si., 
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a great deal usu. iron. = very little); slow- 
-witted, indolent, (—head, dolt; ~-witted, 
stupid); \\~-guis, corpulent person; ~- 
-hen, kinds of goose-foot-, ~ lime, nearly 
pure lime, slaking easily; hence~t'isn *(2) 
a., ~ 'ness n. 2. n. The ~ part of any thing 
(live on the ~ of the land,, have the best of 
everything); oily substance composing 
~ parts of animal bodies (the ~ is in the 
fire, there will be an explosion); (Theatr.) 
part of role that enables actor to show 
off; (Chem.) natural ester of glycerol & 
acid; hence ~'less a. 3. vb. = fatten ; 
kill the fatted calf for, receive (returned 
prodigal) with joy. [OE f£t(t) (whence 
fSiliian vb), OFris. fatt, felt, OHG feiz&it 
(G feist) f. WG *faiticlhaz, p.p. f. Gmc 
*faitjan fatten f. Gmc *faitaz adj. fat] 

fat'al, a. Like fate, inevitable, necessary; 
of, appointed by, destiny (~ sisters, the 
Fates; ~ thread, allotted length of life; 
~ shears, death); fateful, important, 
decisive; destructive, ruinous, ending 
in death, (to); deadly, sure to kill; (by 
exagg.) mischievous, ill-advised. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, f. OF fatal or 
L fatalis (fate, -al)] 

fat'al|ism, n. Belief that all events are 
predetermined by arbitrary decree; sub¬ 
mission to all that happens as inevitable. 
So ~ist(2) n. & a., ~ls'tic a., ~is'tlCAiLY 
adv. [-ism] 

fatal'ity, n. Subjection to, supremacy of, 
fate, predestined liability to disaster; 
fatal influence; misfortune, calamity; 
death by accident, in war, etc. [f. F 
fataliU or LL fatalilas, see fatax, -ity] 

fat'alize, -ise (-Iz), v.i. & t. Incline to 
fatalism; subject to government by fate. 
l-IZE] 

fa'ta morga'na (fah-, -gab-), n. Kind of 
mirage seen esp. in strait of Messina. [It. 
(fata fay, Morgana female name)] 

fate, n., & v.t. 1. Power predetermining 
events unalterably from eternity; (Myth.) 
goddess, one of the three Greek goddesses 
(Clo'tho, Lach'esis (-k-), At'rdpos), of 
destiny; what is destined to happen; 
appointed lot of person etc.; person’s 
ultimate condition (decide, fix, seal, one’s 
~); death, destruction. 2. v.t. (usu. pass.). 
Preordain (he icas to do or be; it was 

that); (p.p.) doomed to destruction. 
[ME, f. L falum neut. p.p. of fari speak] 

fate'ful (-tf-), a. Prophetic; fraught with 
destiny, important, decisive; controlled 
by, showing power of, fate. Hence ~ly2 
adv. [-ful] 

fa'ther1 (fahdh-), n. 1. Male parent (also 
fig.; the wish is ~ to the thought, one 
believes because one v’ishes to; the child 
is~ to the man, lays down the lines of his 
development); = ~-in-law; =step-~; 
(also adoptive ~), one who has adopted a 
child. 2. Progenitor, forefather; origina¬ 
tor, designer, early leader, (~ of English 
poetry; F~ of history, Herodotus; of 
lies, the devil; F~s of the Church or F~s, 

faucal 

Christian writers of first five centuries). 
3. One who deserves filial reverence (~ of 
his country); religious teacher. 4. God; 
First Person of the Trinity. 5. Confessor; 
priest belonging to religious order, 
superior of monastic house; Bight, Most, 
Reverend F~ in God, titles of bishop, arch¬ 
bishop; The Holy F~, the Pope; = priest 
as prefixed title; venerable person, god, 
(F~ Christmas, Thames, Time, personi¬ 
fications). 6. Oldest member, doyen, (F~ 
of House of Commons, member with longest 
continuous service); (pi.) leading men, 
elders, (City F~s; Conscript F~s, Roman 
senators). 7. ~-figure, an older person 
regarded as a trusted leader; ~-in-law, ~ 
of one’s w'ife or husband; ~Zand, native 
country. Hence~hood,~ship, nn.,~LESS 
a.,~UKB,~iY1**, aa. & adw., ~1Iness n., 
(fahdh-). [OE feeder, OS fadar, OHG 
fater, ON father, Goth, fadar f. Gmc 
* fader, cogn. w. L pater] 

fa'ther2 (fahdh-), v.t. Beget; be the father 
of; originate (statement etc.); pass as, 
confess oneself, the father, author, of 
(child, book); govern paternally; fix 
paternity of (child, book) upon. [f. prec. ] 

fath'om1 (-dh-), n. (pi., with numbers, 
often fathom). Measure of six feet, chiefly 
used in soundings; || quantity of wood 6 ft 
square in section, whatever the length. 
[OE fsethm the outstretched arms, cogn. 
w. OS falhmos, OHG fadum, ON fathmr] 

fath'om2 (-dh-), v.t. Encircle with the 
arms (arch.); measure with fathom-line, 
sound, (depth of water); (fig.) get to the 
bottom of, comprehend, whence~less a., 
~lessi,Y2 adv. [OE fsethmian (prec.)] 

fathom'eter (-dh-), n. Instrument for 
determining depth of sea by measuring 
time taken by sound-wave to reach the 
bottom and return, [fathom1,-meter] 

fatid'ical, a. Gifted with prophetic power. 
[f. L fatidicus (fate, -dicus -saying) + -AL] 

fatigue', (-eg), n., & v.t. 1. Weariness after 
exertion; weakness in metals after re¬ 
peated blows or long strain; task etc. 
that wearies; soldier’s non-combatant 
duty (~-party or ~, party told off for this; 
so ~-dress). 2. v.t. Tire, exhaust, whence 
~less (-egl-), fati'guiNG2 (-eg!-), aa.; 
weaken (metal; see above), [f. F fatigue(r) 
f. L fatigare] 

fat'ling,n. Young fatted animal, [-ling1] 

fatt'en, v.t. & i. Make fat (esp. animals 
for slaughter); grow fat; enrich (soil). 
[-EN6] 

fatt'y1, a. Like fat, unctuous, greasy; 
consisting of fat, adipose; with morbid 
deposition of fat (~ degeneration of heart 
or kidney). [-Y2] 

fatt'y2, n. Fat child etc. (usu. voc.). [-y3] 
fat'uous, a. Vacantly silly, purposeless, 
idiotic. Hence or cogn. fatu'iTY n., ~ly2 

adv.,~ness n. [f. L fatuus +-ous] 
faubourg (fob'oorg), n. Suburb, esp. of 

Paris. [F] 
fauc'al, a. & n. (phonol.). Of the throat. 
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deeply guttural (sound), [f. L fauces 
throat +-AL] 

fau'ces (-ez), n. pi. (anat.). The cavity at 
the back of the mouth. [L] 

fau'cet, n. (esp. U.S.). Tap for barrel etc.; 
any kind of tap. [f. OF fausset vent-peg] 

faugh (faw), int. of disgust, 
fault, n., & v. t. & i. 1. Defect, imperfec¬ 
tion, blemish, of character or of structure, 
appearance, etc. (generous etc. to a ~, 
excessively; with all at buyer’s risk). 
2. Transgression, offence, thing wrongly 
done, (Racquets etc.) ball wrongly 
served; find ~ (with), complain (of), 
whence ^'findER1 n., ~'findnra1>2, n. & 
а. 3. Responsibility for something wrong 
(the ~ was mine-, it will be our own ~), 
defect that causes something (the ~ is in 
the patient)-, in —, guilty, to blame, (who 
is in ~?). 4. (hunt.). Loss of the scent, 
check so caused, (be at also fig. = be 
puzzled, not know what to do). 5. (gool.). 
Break in continuity of strata or vein. 
б. (telegr.). Imperfect insulation, leakage. 
7. vb. Find ~ with, blame; (Geol.) break 
continuity of (strata or vein), show such 
break. Hence ~'less a., ~'lessLY2 adv., 
~'lessNESS n., ~'y2 a., ~'Iiy2 adv., 
~'iness n. [ME & OF faut(e) f. Rom. 
*fattita fern. p.p. of fallere fail2] 

faun, n. One of a class of Latin rural 
deities with horns & tail. [ME, f. L 
Faunus Latin god identified w. Gk Pan] 

faun'la, n. (pi. —ae, —as). The animals of 
a region or epoch; treatise upon these. 
Hence ~al a., ~ist(3) n., ~is'tlc(Ai) aa. 
[mod. L, f. name of goddess sister of 
Faunus, see prec.] 

fauteuil (see Ap.), n. Arm-chair; theatre 
stall. [F] 

faux pas (fo pah), n. Act that compro¬ 
mises one’s, esp. a woman’s, reputation; 
an offence against social convention, an in¬ 
discreet speech or action. [F, = falsestep ] 

fav'our1 (-ver), n. 1. Friendly regard, 
goodwill, (find ~ in the eyes of, be liked 
by; curry2 ~), approval (look with ~ on), 
good graces (be, stand high etc., in person’s 
~); kindness beyond what is due (should 
esteem it a~; by — of —, written on letter 
conveyed by friend; do me the ~ of —ing; 
have received your — of yesterday, letter; 
woman bestows her —s on lover, yields). 
2. Leave, pardon, (arch.; by your ~ ; under 
~, if one may venture to say so). 3. 
Partiality, too lenient or generous treat¬ 
ment (fear1 or ~). 4. Aid, furtherance, 
(under —> of night); in ~ of, on behalf or 
in support of, on the side of, to the 
advantage or account of, (am in ~ of 
a five-day week-, cheques to be drawn in 
~ of the treasurer). 5. Thing given or worn 
as mark of ~, knot of ribbons, rosette, 
cockade, badge. 6. (arch.). Looks, 
countenance, whence well, ill, hard, etc., 
-~ed2 (-erd) a. [ME, f. OF, f. L favorem 
(favere show kindness to, -or)] 

fav'our2 (-ver), v.t. 1. Look kindly upon. 

fear 

approve; treat kindly, countenance; 
(Journalism) choose to wear; oblige with. 
2. Treat with partiality, be unjust on 
behalf of. 3. Aid, support; serve as con¬ 
firmation of (theory etc.); prove ad¬ 
vantageous to (person), facilitate (process 
etc.), whence~ing2 (-ver-) a. 4. Resemble 
in features (~ one’s father). 5. (p.p.). 
Having unusual advantages (most ~ed 
nation, to which a State accords lowest 
scale of import duties); —ed by, (of letter) 
by favour of. [ME, f. OF favorer f. med. 
L favorare as prec.] 

fav'ourab[le (-ver-), a. Well disposed, 
propitious; commendatory, approving; 
giving consent (—la answer); promising, 
auspicious, (—le aspect); helpful, suitable, 
(to). Hence ~leNESS n., ~ly2 adv. (ME, 
f. OF favorable f. L favorabilis (favour1, 

-able)] 

fav'ouritje (-ver-), n. & a. (Person or 
thing) preferred above others (the ~e of, a 
—e with or of); (Racing) the ~e, competitor 
generally expected to win; person chosen 
as intimate by king or superior & unduly 
favoured, whence ~ism(3) n. [f. obs. F 
favorit f. It. favorito, p.p. of favorire 
(= OF favorir) favour] 

fawn1, n., a., & v.i. & t. 1. Young fallow 
deer, buck or doe of first year (in—, preg¬ 
nant) ; ~ or —colour(ed), (of) light yellow¬ 
ish brown. 2. vb. (Of deer) bring forth 
(young, or abs.). [ME, f. OF faon f. Rom. 
*fetonem nom. -o (foetus)] 

fawn2, v.i. (Of animals, esp. dog) show 
affection by tail-wagging, grovelling, 
etc. (~ on, upon, lavish caresses on); (of 
persons) behave servilely, cringe (upon 
patron, or abs.), whence ~'ing2 a., 
~'ingLY2 adv. [OE fagnian, fsegnian, 
OS, OHG faganon, ON fagna, Goth. 
faginon rejoice, cogn. w. fain1] 

fay, n. (poet.). Fairy. [ME, f. OF fae 1. 
Rom. fata sing. f. L fata pi. the fates] 

fe'alty, n. Feudal tenant’s or vassal’s 
(acknowledgement of obligation of) fideli¬ 
ty to his lord (do, make, receive, swear, —). 
[ME, f. OF feaulie f. L fidelitatem (fidelis 
f. fides faith, -TY)] 

fear1, n. Painful emotion caused by im¬ 
pending danger or evil, state of alarm 
(u-as in —), dread of, that, or lest; for — of, 
(that), lest, in order that so-&-so may not 
occur; without — or favour, impartially; 
dread & reverence (the — of God); anxiety 
for the safety of (in ~ of his life); no ~, 
it is not likely. Hence ~'less a. (of danger 
etc.), -~'lessLY2 adv., ~'lessNESS n. [OE 
far, corresp. to OS vdr, OHG fara (G 
gefahr), ON far f. Gmc *feer-] 

fear2, v.i. & t. Be afraid (also as arch, 
refl. in parenthesis, /~ me; never—,, there 
is no danger of that); be afraid of; hesi¬ 
tate to do, shrink from do ing; revere 
(God); apprehend, have uneasy anticipa¬ 
tion of; be afraid that (or with that 
omitted; also need not etc. ~ but or but 
that). [OE fxran f. prec.] 
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fear'ful, a. Terrible, awful; (by exagg.) 
annoying etc. (in a — mess); frightened, 
timid; apprehensive of, lest, (that); want¬ 
ing resolution to; reverential. Hence 
—ly2 adv., —ness n. [-FUL] 

fear'nought (-awt), n. Stout woollen 
cloth used at sea for clothing & for pro¬ 
tecting portholes etc. [fear2, nought 1 

fear'some, a. Appalling, esp. in appear¬ 
ance (usu. joc.). Hence —ly2 (-nil ) adv., 
—ness (-mn-) n. [-some] 

feas'ijble (-z-), a. Practicable, possible; 
(loosely) manageable, convenient, ser¬ 
viceable, plausible. Hence —bil'ity n. 
[ME, f. OF /disable, -ible f. fais- st. of 
faire f. L facere do +-IBIE] 

feast, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Joyful religious 
anniversary (movable, immovable, —, 
recurring on different, same, date); 
annual village festival; sumptuous meal, 
esp. one given to number of guests and of 
public nature; (fig.) gratification to the 
senses or mind (— of reason, intellectual 
talk). 2. vb. Partake of —, fare sumptu¬ 
ously, whence—'f.r1 n.; pass (night etc.) 
away in —ing; regale (guests, one’s eyes on 
beauty etc.). [ME, f. OF feste(r) f. pop. L 
festa pi. of festum feast] 

feat1, n. Noteworthy act, esp. deed of 
valour (often ~ of arms); action showing 
dexterity or strength, surprising trick. 
[ME faile, fete f. OF fait, fet fact ] 

II feat2, a. (arch.). Adroit, smart, dextrous, 
neat. Hence —'ly2 adv. [ME fete f. OF 
fet (prec.)] 

feath'er1 (f6dh-), n. 1. One of the appen¬ 
dages growing from bird’s skin, consisting 
of quill, shaft, & two vanes of barbs (show 
the white —, betray cowardice—white ~ 
in game-bird’s tail being mark of bad 
breeding—; crop one’s—s, humiliate him); 
(collect.) plumage (in high or full —, in 
good spirits etc.; birds of a —, people of 
one sort); feathered game (fur &—, game 
beasts & birds). 2. Piece(s) of — attached 
to arrow; plume worn in hat etc. (a — in 
one’s cap, something one may be proud 
of); very light object (could have knocked 
me doicn with a —); ridge of upright hair; 
—like flaw in gem. 3. (rowing). Action of 
feathering (see foil.). 4. — bed, mattress 
stuffed with —s; —bed v.t. (-dd-), make 
things easy for, pamper; —edge, (n.) fine 
edge of wedge-shaped board, (v.t.) bring 
(board) to this; —-head(ed), -brain(ed), 
-pate(d), silly (person); •—-stitch, orna¬ 
mental zig-zag sewing; —-weight, very 
light thing or person, esp. jockey not 
over 4 st. 7 lb., boxer 9 st. Hence (-) 
—ed2 (-erd), —less, — y2, aa., —Iness, —let, 

nn., (f6dh-). [OE fether, OS fethara, OHU 
fedar, ON fjgthr f. Gmc *felhro] 

feath'er2 (f8dh-), v.t. & i. 1. Furnish, 
adorn, line, coat, with feathers (— an 
arrow; — one’s nest, enrich oneself; tar 

<&—); form featherlike ornamentation for. 
2. Float, move, or wave, like feathers. 
3. Turn (oar), turn oar, so as to pass 

federate 

through the air edgeways; (Aeron.) 
make (propeller blades) rotate in such a 
way as to lessen air resistance. 4. (Shoot.) 
knock feathers from (bird) without kil¬ 
ling. 5. (Hunt.; of hound) make quiver¬ 
ing motion of body & tail while seeking 
scent. [OE geftthrian f. prec.] 

feath'ering (fCdh-), n. In vbl senses; esp.: 
plumage; feathers of arrow; feathery 
structure in animal’s coat; (Archit.) cusps 
in tracery; featherlike marking in flower. 
-ING1] 

fea'ture, n., & v.t. 1. (Usu. pi.) part(s) of 
the face, esp. with regard to shape & 
visible effect; distinctive or character¬ 
istic part of a thing, part that arrests 
attention; distinctive or prominent 
article etc. in newspaper etc.; — film, — 
picture, cinema drama of some length in 
several reels. 2. v.t. Stand as distinctive 
mark upon; portray, sketch the promi¬ 
nent points of; *show on cinema screen, 
have as chief —, give special prominence 
to. Hence -fea'turED2 (-cherd), —less 
(-cherl-), aa. [ME, f. OF fet-, faiture f. L 
factura (facere fact- make, -ure)] 

feb'rifuge, n. Medicine to reduce fever, 
cooling drink. Hence febrlf'ug.YL a. 
[f. F febrifuge or LL febrifuga, -ia (L 
febris fever, -fitge)] 

feb'rile, a. Of fever, feverish, [f. F 
febrile or LL febrilis (febris fever, 
-ile)] 

Feb'ruary (-rdt>-), n. Second month of 
year (— fill-dike, name referring to its rain 
& snow). [ME feverer, februar, f. OF 
feverier f. Rom. febrarius; mod. sp. after 
L februarius] 

fe'clt, fccer'Unt (abbr. fee.), v. sing. & pi. 
3rd pers. (So-&-so) made this picture 
etc. (used with artist’s signature). [L, 
perf. of facere make] 

feck'less, a. Feeble, futile, inefficient. 
Hence —ly2 adv., —ness n. [Sc. feck 
(aphetic f. effect) +-less] 

fec'ul[ent, a. Turbid, fetid. So —ence 
n. [F (/<!-), or f. L faeculentus (faeces, 
-ulent)] 

fec'und, a. Prolific, fertile; fertilizing. So 
fecun'diTY n. [ME, f. OF fecond or L 
fecundus ] 

fec'und|ate, v.t. Make fruitful; impreg¬ 
nate. Hence —a'tion n. [L FECUNDare, 
-ATE3] 

fed. See feed1. 
fed'eral, a. 1. (theol.). Based on doctrine 

of Covenants. 2. (pol.). Of the polity in 
which several States form a unity but 
remain independent in internal affairs; 
concerning this whole & not the separate 
parts. 3. Relating to, favouring, central 
(as distinct from State) government. 
Hence —ism(3), —ist(2), nn., —ize(3) v.t., 
—iza'tion n., —ly2 adv. [17th c. foederal 
f. L foedus -errs covenant + -al ] 

fed'er|ate, v.t. & i. Band together (t. & i.) 
in league for some common object; organ¬ 
ize (t. & i. of States) on a federal basis. 

442 
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So ~ATE2 (-at), ~ATrvE, aa.j ~ativeLY2 
edv.^ [LL foederare (prec.), -ate3] 

federation, n. Federating, whence 
~ist(2) (-sho-) n.; federated society, esp. 
federal empire or group of States; im¬ 
perial [f. LL foederatio (prec., -ation) ] 

fee, n., & v.t. (~’d, ~d). 1. Fief, feudal 
benefice, (hist.). 2. Inherited estate (— 
simple, without limitation to particular 
class of heirs-fail, with such limitation; 
hold in ~ simple or ~, have as absolute 
property). 3. Sum payable to public 
officer for performing his function; 
remuneration of lawyer, physician, or 
any professional man (retain ing—); 
entrance money for examination, society, 
etc.; terminal payment for instruction at 
school; gratuity. 4. vb. Pay ~ to, engage 
for a~. [ME, f. AF fee = OF fe, fleu, etc. 
f. med. L feodum, feudum, prob. f. Frank. 
*fehod cattle-property. See feud2, 
fief] 

fee'bjle, a. & n. 1. Weak, infirm ; deficient 
in character or intelligence; wanting in 
energy, force, or effect; dim., indistinct: 
hence ~leNESS (-in-) n., ~1ish,(2) a,., ~ly2 
adv. 2. n. (Fenc.) = foible. [ME, OF 
feble f. L flebilis lamentable (ft ere 
weep) ] 

feed \ v.t. & i. (fid). Supply with food (~ 
a cold, eat plentifully when you have a 
cold); put food into mouth of (cannot ~ 
himself); graze (cattle); gratify (vanity 
etc., also eyes etc.), comfort (person) with 
hope etc.; take food, eat, (at the high 
table; well, high, etc.; often ~ on, con¬ 
sume); serve as food for; nourish, make 
grow, (~ up, fatten, also satiate; fed up, 
si., having had too much of something, 
bored ivith); keep (reservoir, fire, etc.) 
supplied; supply (machine) with material 
(—pipe, doing this); use (land) as pasture 
(often ~ down, close); deal out (fodder) to 
animals; supply (material) (in)to machine; 
(Theatr. si.) supply (actor etc.) with cues; 
(Football) give a pass to; (of cattle) eat, 
eat down, (pasture); ~ing-bottle, for hand¬ 
led infants. [OE fedan, OS fodean, OHG 
fuotan, ON feetha, Goth, fodjan f. Gmc 
*fodhon food ] 

feed2, n. Act of feeding, giving of food, 
(two biscuits at one ~ ; out at ~, turned out 
to graze; off one’s ~, with no appetite; 
on the~, of fish, feeding- or looking out for 
food); pasturage, green crops; horse’s 
allowance of oats etc.; fodder; (colloq.) 
meal, feast; feeding of machine, material 
supplied, charge of gun; ~-tank, trough, 
holding water for locomotive, [f. prec.] 

feed3. See fee. 

feed'back, n. (electr.). The return of a 
fraction of the output signal from one 
stage of a circuit, amplifier, etc. to the 
input of the same or a preceding stage 
(positive, negative, ~, tending to increase, 
decrease, the amplification etc.); (transf., 
esp. of biol., psych., and social systems) 
the carrying back of some of the effects 

feeling 

of some process to its source or to a 
preceding stage so as to strengthen or 
modify it; also attrib. [feed2, back3] 

feed'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: targe, 
quick, gross, etc., ~, one who eats much 
etc.; child’s feeding-bottle; || child’s bib ; 
tributary stream (also fig.); (Rounders 
etc.) player who tosses ball to striker; 
hopper or feeding apparatus in machine; 
~ line, railway, branch line linking up 
outlying districts with main line, [-er1] 

feed'ing, a. In vbl senses; also, ~ storm, 
one that constantly increases, [-ing2] 

fee-faw-fum', int. & n. Ogreish exclama¬ 
tion; (n.) nonsense fit only to terrify 
child, [in Jack the Giant-Killer] 

feel, v.t. & i. (f&lt), & n. 1. Explore by 
touch (~ the pulse of, lit., & fig. = cautious¬ 
ly ascertain sentiments of; ~ one’s way, 
grope it out, proceed carefully); search 
(about) with hand after, for; try to ascer¬ 
tain by touch whether, if, hoiv; (Mil.) 
reconnoitre (ground, enemy); perceive by 
touch (~ a hard substance, heat, pain, 
a blow; I felt h im move, moving, that he was 
cold; ~ one’s legs or feet, find firm stand¬ 
ing, also fig., be at ease); have sensation 
of touch; be conscious of (sensation, 
emotion, conviction; a fell want, desidera¬ 
tum) ; be consciously (~ well, warm, angry, 
cheap ; ~ quite oneself, be fit, self-pos¬ 
sessed, etc.; ~ up to work etc.; ~ like do- 
ing, have inclination to do); experience, 
undergo, (he shall ~ my vengeance; felt 
the storm severely), be affected by, behave 
as if conscious of, (ship ~s her helm); be 
emotionally affected by, have sympathy 
with or compassion for, (~ the censure 
keenly); have vague or emotional con¬ 
viction (that; esp. ~ in one’s bones); 
(quasi-pass.) be realized as, seem, produce 
impression of being, (air ~s chilly; ~s 
like velvet). 2. n. Sense of touch (firm to 
the ~); testing by touch; sensation 
characterizing something. [OE /elan, OS 
-folian, OHG fuolenf. WG *foljan] 

feel'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: organ in 
certain animals for testing things by 
touch or searching for food; (MU.) scout; 
tentative proposal or hint, ballon d’essai. 
[-ER1] 

feel'ing \ n. In vbl senses; esp.: sense of 
touch; physical sensation; emotion (often 
of hope, fear, etc.); (pi.) susceptibilities, 
sympathies, (hurts my ~s, offends me); 
readiness to feel, tenderness for others’ 
sufferings, (good ~, avoidance of unkind¬ 
ness etc.); consciousness of (had a ~ of 
safety), conviction not based solely on 
reason; sentiment (the general ~ was 
against it); (Psych.; differently used by 
various writers) state of consciousness, 
sensation or desire or emotion (not per¬ 
ception or thought), element of pleasure 
or pain in any mental state, intuitive 
belief; (Art) general emotional effect 
produced, [-ing1] 

feel'ing2, a. In vbl senses; esp.: sensitive; 
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sympathetic; showing emotion ; heartfelt 
(a ~ pleasure). Hence ~ly2 adv. [-ing2] 

feet. See foot. 

feign (fan), v.t. & i. Invent (excuse, 
story, accusation), forge (document), re¬ 
present in fiction, imagine, (arch.); 
simulate, pretend, (~ that one is mad, 
oneself mad, madness); practise simula¬ 
tion. [ME, f. feign- st. of OF feindre f. L 
flngere] 

feint1 (fa-), n., & v.i. 1. Sham attack 
(blow, cut, thrust, or military assault) to 
divert attention or deceive opponent; 
pretence (make a~ of doing). 2. v.i. Make 
~ (at, upon, against), [f. F feinte (p.p. 
feindre FEIGN)] 

II feint2 (fa-), a. & adv. ~ lines, ruled~, = 
faint 1. [old spelling often kept in this use ] 

fel(d)'spar, n. Kinds of crystalline white 
or flesh-red mineral. So fel(d)spath'ic a. 
[f. G feldspat(h) f. feld field, spat(h) spar; 
spelling fels-, commoner but incorrect, 
due to false deriv. f. G fels rock] 

fel'ibrist, n. Member of the Ftlibrige, a 
society of Provencal poets & writers 
(Mistral etc.), [f. F FUibrige, -1ST] 

fel'icide, n. Cat-killing, [f. L feles cat + 
-CIDE ] 

felicif'ic, a. (eth.). Tending to happiness, 
[f. L felix -ids -f-FIC] 

ffeli'cit|ate, v.t. Make happy (rare); con¬ 
gratulate (usu. on), whence (usu. pi.) 
~a'tion n. [f. L felicitare (felix happy), 
-ate 3 ] 

ffeli'citous, a. Blissful (rare); (of expres¬ 
sion, quotation, civilities, or person in 
these connexions) strikingly apt, plea¬ 
santly ingenious. Hence~ly2adv. [foil., 
-ous] 

feli'clty, n. Being happy, intense happi¬ 
ness; a blessing; fortunate trait; happy 
faculty in expression, appropriateness; 
well chosen phrase. [ME, f. OF felicite f. 
L felicitalem (felix happy, -ty)] 

fel'id, n. One of the Felidae or cat-tribe, 
[f. L feles cat, -id3] 

fel'ine, a. & n. Of cats; catlike (~ ameni¬ 
ties, veiled spite, women’s innocent- 
-seeming thrusts), whence felin'iiv n.; 
(n.) = prec. [f. L felinus (prec., -ine1)] 

fell1, n. Animal’s hide or skin with the 
hair (also transf. of human skin); thick or 
matted hair or wool, fleece, (~ of hair, un¬ 
kempt hair of head); ~monger. [OE 
fel(l), OS, OHG fel, ON -fjall, Goth, -fill 
f. Gmc *fellam cogn. w. L pellis] 

II fell2, n. Hill (in names, as Sea F~); 
stretch of N.-English moorland, [f. ON 
flail cogn. w. OHG felis (G fels) rock] 

fell3, a. (poet.). Fierce, ruthless, terrible, 
destructive. [ME, f. OF /elf. Rom. *fello 
FELON] 

fell4, v.t., & n. Strike (person, animal) 
down by blow or cut; cut down (tree; n., 
amount of timber cut); stitch down 
(projection of seam). [OE fellan f. Gmc 
*falljan causative of *fallan fall1] 

fell6. See fall1. 

fell'ah (-a), n. (pi. ~een, ~s). Egyptian 
peasant. [Arab. ] 

fell'oe (-11, -16), fell'y, n. Outer circle (or 
one piece of it) of wheel, attached by 
spokes. [OE felg, MLG, MDu. velge, OHG 
felga of unkn. orig. ] 

flll'ow (-6), n. 1. One associated with 
another, comrade, (usu. in pi., as sepa¬ 
rated from his ~s; good ~, boon com¬ 
panion; HAlL3-~weii-me(; ~-feeling, sym¬ 
pathy). 2. Counterpart, match, other of 
pair, equal, one of same class, contem¬ 
porary, (stone dead hath no ~, no keeper 
of secrets like a dead man; shall never 
find his ~ ; passed all his ~s). 3. Co-opted 
graduate incorporated member of college 
& in some colleges re-elected at intervals 
(~ commoner, undergraduate privileged 
to dine at ~s’ table); elected graduate 
holding stipend for certain years on 
condition of research. 4. Member of 
governing body in some Universities; 
member of various learned Societies. 
5. Man, boy, (poor ~ !, my dear or good ~, 
old ~; a ~, occas. = one, I, as a ~ can’t 
ivoi-k all day long; the~, contemptuously). 
6. (In comb, with nn.; ~ or ~-) belonging 
to same class (~ creature, person or animal 
also created by God), associated in joint 
action (~ soldier), in same relation to 
same object (~ citizen, whence~-cit'izen- 
Ship n.; ~-countryman); •—traveller, (also) 
non-Communist who sympathizes with 
aims and general policy of Communist 
party. [OE feolaga f. ON felagi f. ft 
(= OE feoh FEE) + LAY3] 

fellowship (-16-), n. Participation, shar¬ 
ing, community of interest; companion¬ 
ship, intercourse, friendliness, (often good 
~); body of associates, company, (right 
hand of~, sign of admission); guild, cor¬ 
poration; brotherhood, fraternity; dig¬ 
nity or emoluments of college fellow; 
*post-graduate scholarship, [-ship] 

felly. See felloe. 
fel'o de se, n. (pi. felones, felos). Self- 

-murderer, (no pi.) self-murder. [Anglo- 
-L, = felon about himself] 

fel'on1, a. (poet.), & n. 1. Cruel, wicked, 
murderous. 2. n. One who has committed 
felony. [ME, f. OF f. med. L fellonem 
nom. -o of unkn. orig.] 

fel'on2, n. Small abscess esp. under or 
near nail, whitlow, [perh. as prec.] 

ffelon'ious, a. Criminal; (Law) of, involv¬ 
ing, felony: who has committed felony. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [felony +-ous] 

fel'onry, n. The class or body of felons. 

fel'ony, n. Crime of kind legally graver 
than misdemeanour. [ME, f. OF felonie 
(felon, -Y1)] 

felspar. See feldspar. 
fel'stone (-on), n. Compact felspar occur¬ 
ring in amorphous rock masses, [f. G 
felsstein (fels rock, stein stone)] 

felt1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Kind of cloth made 
by rolling & pressing wool with lees or 
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size; (attrib.) made of this (esp. ~ hat)-, 
honee~'Y2 a. 2. vb. Make into~, mat to¬ 
gether; become matted; coyer with ~. 
LOE felt, OS Jill, OHG fllz f. WG *felta, 
-i] 

felt2. See feel. 

fei'teric, n. A horse-disease. [orig. 
unkn. ] 

felucc'a, n. Small Mediterranean coasting 
vessel with oars or lateen sails or both. 
[17th e. f. It., ult. f. Arab, fulk ship] 

fem'ale, a. & n. 1. Of the offspring-bear¬ 
ing sex (~ child, slave, dog); (of plants or 
their parts) fruit-bearing, having pistil & 
no stamens, (also used of some plants by 
mere metaphor suggested by their colour 
etc., as ~ fern, bamboo, myrtle); of women 
(~ sex, education, suffrage, weakness). 
2. Of inferior vigour etc. (~ sapphire, pale 
variety). 3. (In instruments etc.) fitted to 
receive corresponding male part (~ screw, 
as in nuts). 4. n. ~ person (the law is harsh 
to all ~s) or animal; (vulg.) woman, girl, 
(a young ~ has called). [ME & OF femelle 
n. f. L femella dim. of femina woman, w. 
assim. to male] 

feme co'vert (fgm ku-), feme sole, nn. 
(legal). (Covert) married woman; (sole) 
spinster, widow, or married woman en¬ 
tirely independent of her husband as re¬ 
gards property. [AF feme woman, covert 
covered, sole single] 

feminal'lty, n. Female nature; female 
peculiarity; woman’s knick-knack etc. 
[obs. feminal f. OF (L femina woman, -al) 

+ -ITY ] 
femine'ity, n. Womanliness; womanish¬ 

ness. [f. femineus(feminawoma,n) -f -ity] 
fem'Inine, a. Of female sex (rare); of 
women; womanly; (Gram.) having the 
gender proper to women’s names; (Pros.) 
~ rhyme, of two syllables, the second 
being unstressed (orig. in F verse, of 
words ending in mute -e), ~ ending, of 
line with last accent on penult, ~ caesura, 
not immediately following stress. Hence 
~ly2 adv.,~NESS, feminin'iTY, nn. [ME, 
f. OF feminin or L femininus (femina 
woman, -ine1)] 

fem'in|ism, n. Advocacy, extended 
recognition, of the claims of women. So 
,—-1ST n. [f. L femina woman + -ism ] 

femin'ity, n. = femininity. [ME, f. OF 
feminile (L femina woman, -ity)] 

fem'inlz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. & i. Make or 
become feminine. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. 
L as prec. + -ize ] 

femme (le chambre (see Ap.), n. Lady’s 
maid; chambermaid. [F] 

fem'ur (-er), n. (pi. ~s, fim’ora). Thigh- 
-bone; corresponding part of insect. So 
fem'orAi. [L] 

fen1, n. Low marshy or flooded tract of 
land (|| the ~s, low-lying districts in 
Cambs. etc.; —berry, cranberry; ~-/tre, 
will-o’-the-wisp; ~-man, inhabitant of 
~s; II —pole, for use in jumping ditches; 
|| ~ -reeve, officer in charge of —lands; ~- 

Fenian 

-runners, kind of skates. Hence ~n'Y3 a. 
[OE fen(n), OFris. fen(n)e, OHG fenna, 
-ni, ON fen, Goth, fani f. Gmc *fanja-] 

fen2, fens. See fain2. 
fencex, n. Art of fencing, use of the sword, 
(master of ~, skilled swordsman, often 
fig. = good debater); (arch.) bulwark; 
hedge, wall, railing, etc., keeping out in¬ 
truders from field etc. (sunk ~, placed 
along bottom of ditch; sit on the ~, re¬ 
main neutral in contest, not take sides; 
come etc. down on right side of ~, join 
winner; put horse at ~); guard, guide, 
gauge, in various machines; receiver, re¬ 
ceiving-house, of stolen goods; || ~-month, 
-season, -time, close time for game or fish. 
[ME, for DEFENCE] 

fence2, v.i. & t. Practise sword-play, use 
the sword scientifically, (~ with question 
or questioner, parry, evade answering); 
screen, shield, protect, (from, against)-, 
repel, keep off or out; surround (as) with 
fence, enclose, fortify, (~d cities in O.T.; 
often about, in, round, up); (of horse) 
leap fences; deal in stolen goods. Hence 
fen'cER1 n. (esp. of swordsman, also of 
horse), [f. prec.] 

fence'less (-si-), a. Unenclosed; (poet.) 
unfortified, defenceless, [fence1 +-less] 

fen'cible, n. (hist.). Soldier liable only for 
home service, [for defensible] 

fen'cing, n. In vbl senses; also : railing; 
fences; material for fences, [-ing1] 

fend, v.t. & i. Ward off, keep away, repel 
from; provide for (usu. oneself). [ME, for 
DEFEND] 

fen'der, n. Thing used to keep something 
off, prevent collision, etc.; (naut.) piece of 
old cable, matting, etc., hung over vessel’s 
side; guard, esp. metal frame for fire to 
keep coals from rolling into room; || — 
-stool, long footstool before ~. Hence 

1—-LESS a. [-ER1 ] 
fenestell'a, n. (archit.). Niche in wall S. 

of altar holding piscina & often credence. 
[L, dim. of fenestra window] 

fenes'tra, n. (pi. -ae). Small hole or open¬ 
ing in bone etc., esp. one of two (~ ovalis 
and ~ rotunda) in internal ear. [L, 
= window] 

fenes'tr|ate, a. (bot., zool.). With small 
window-like perforations. So ~atED2 a., 
furnished with windows, pierced with 
hole(s), perforated, [f. L fenestrare (prec.), 
-ate2] 

fenestra'tion, n. (Archit.) arrangement 
of windows in a building; (Bot. & Zool.) 
being fenestrate; (Surg.) operation of 
making a ‘ window ’ in medial wall of 
middle ear, performed in some cases 
of deafness, [prec.,-ation] 

Fen'ian, n. & a. 1. One of a league among 
the Irish in U.S. founded in 1858 for 
promoting revolution & overthrowing 
English government in Ireland; hence 
~ism(3) n. 2. adj. Of ~s or~ism. [f. OIr. 
fine name of ancient Irish people confused 
w. flann guard of legendary kings ] 
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fenks, n. pi. Fibrous parts of whale’s 
blubber, refuse of blubber when melted, 
[orig. unkn.] 

fenn'ec, n. Small N.-African fox notable 
for its huge pointed ears. [Arab.] 

fenn'el, n. Yellow-flowered fragrant um¬ 
belliferous herb used in sauces. [OE 
finugl f. L faeniculum (faenum. hay, -Cui.e) ] 

fen'ugreek, n. Leguminous plant with 
seeds used in farriery. [ME, f. OF 
fenugrec f. L faenugraecum (faenum hay, 
Oraecus Greek) ] 

feoff. See fief. 

feoffee' (f6fe'), n. Person to whom free¬ 
hold estate in land is conveyed by a feoff¬ 
ment ; ~ in or of trust, trustee invested 
with such estate, [f. AF feoffe p.p. f. OF 
fleffer (fee), see -EE] 

feoff'ment (f6f-), n. Particular mode of 
conveying freehold estate, [as prec., 
-MENT ] 

feoff'or, -er, (fgf-), n. One who makes 
feoffment to another, [as feoffee, -or] 

fer'ae tmtTTr'ae, a. (pred. or placed after 
noun). Not domesticated, living in a 
wild state, (hares are, the hare is, ~; 
animals~). [L, = of a wild nature] 

fer'al, a. Wild, untamed, uncultivated; 
brutal, [f. LL feralis (L fera wild beast, 
-AI.) 1 

fer de lance (fardelahhs'), n. A large and 
peculiarly venomous snake of tropical 
S. America. [F, = iron head of lance] 

fe'retory, n. Shrine for saint’s relics, 
tomb; II bier; chapel in which shrines 
were deposited. [ME fertre f. OF flertre 
f. L ferelrum f. Glc pheretron (phero bear), 
w. assim. to -ory ] 

fer'lal, a. (eccl.). (Of day) ordinary, not 
appointed for festival or fast (~ service 
etc., for use on ~ day). [ME, f. OF ferial 
or med. L ferialis (feria week-day + -al)] 

fer'ine, a. = feral, [f. L ferinus (fera 
wild beast, -ine 1) ] 

Ferlng'hee (-Inggi), n. (Indian term for) 
European, csp. Indian-born Portuguese, 
[corrupt, of Frank1] 

ferm'ent', n. Leaven, fermenting-agent; 
fermenting, fermentation; agitation, ex¬ 
citement, tumult. [ME, f. OF, or L 
fermentum (fervere boil, -ment)] 

ferment'2, v.i. & t. Suffer, subject to, 
fermentation; (make) effervesce; excite, 
stir up, foment. Hence ~able a. [ME, f. 
OF fermenter or L fermentare (prec.)] 

fermenta'tion, n. Process like that in¬ 
duced by leaven in dough, with effer¬ 
vescence, heat, & change of properties; 
agitation, excitement. Hence ferment- 
ative a. [f. med. L fermentatio (prec., 
-ATION)] 

fern, n. One of a large group of vascular 
cryptogams many of which have feathery 
fronds (also collect., go through heath & 
~); ~-oui, nightjar. Hence ~ 'less, ~'y2, 
aa., ~'ery(3) n. [OE fearn, MDu. veeren, 
OHG farn f. WG *farna] 

fero'cious (-shus), a. Fierce, savage, 

cruel. Hence ~i.y2 (-shws-) adv. [f. Ij 
ferox -ocis + -OUS ] 

ferS'city, n. Ferocious character or act. 
[f. F firociti or L ferocitas (prec., -ty)] 

-ferous, suf. (in actual use -iferous, see 
-I-) forming adjj., f. L -fer -producing 
(ferre bear) + -ous; in adjj. taken direct or 
thr. F -fere f. Ij as auriferous, & now a 
living suf., esp. in Nat. Hist., = -bearing, 
-having. 

fe'rox, n. Great lake trout. [L name 
Salmo ferox fierce salmon ] 

fe'rrate, n. A salt of ferric acid. [f. L 
fer rum iron + -ate 1(3) ] 

fe'rreous, a. Of, containing, iron. [f. L 
ferreus (prec.) + -otjs] 

fe'rret1, n. Half-tamed variety of pole¬ 
cat kept for driving rabbits from burrows, 
killing rats, etc.; searcher, detective. 
Hence ~Y2 a. [ME, f. OF fuiret, furet alt. 
f. fuiron, furon f. LL furionem, furonem f. 
L fur thief] 

fe'rret2, v.i. & t. Hunt with ferrets (go — 
ing); clear out (holes, ground), take or 
drive away (rabbits etc.), with ferrets 
(about, away, out, etc.); rummage, search 
about, (for); search out (secrets, criminals, 
etc.), [f. prec.] 

fe'rret2, n. Stout cotton or silk tape. [f. 
It. fioretti floss-silk pi. of fioretto dim. of 
fiore f. L flos -oris flower] 

ferri-, comb, form used to indicate pre¬ 
sence of iron in ferric compounds; see -ic. 

fe'rriage, n. Conveyance by, charge for 
using, ferry, [-age] 

fe'rric, a. Of iron; (Chem.) containing 
iron in trivalent form (cf. ferrous), [f. L 
ferrum iron + -ic ] 

ferrif'erous, a. Iron-yielding, [as prec. + 
-ferous] 

Fe'rris wheel, n. Giant revolving ver¬ 
tical wheel supporting passenger cars on 
its periphery, an attraction at exhibi¬ 
tions etc. [G. W. G.Ferris, U.S. engineer] 

ferro-, comb, form used to indicate 
presence of iron in ferrous compounds; 
see -ous. 

ferro-magnet'ic, a. Magnetic as opp. to 
diamagnetic, [prec. ] 

fe'rrotype, n. Positive photograph taken 
on thin iron plate; this process, [ferro-, 

type] 

fe'rrous, a. Containing iron (~ & non-~ 
metals); (Chem.) containing iron in 
divalent form (cf. ferric), [f. L ferrum 
iron + -ous ] 

ferru'ginous (-rob ), a. Of, containing, 
iron-rust or iron as a chemical constitu¬ 
ent; rust-coloured, reddish-brown, [f. L 
ferrugo -ginis rust (ferrum iron) + -ous ] 

fe'rrule, -rel, n. Metal ring or cap 
strengthening end of stick or tube; band 
strengthening or forming joint. Hence 
fe'rrulED2 (-Id) a. [15th c. vyrelle, 17th c. 
verrel, f. OF virelle etc., f. L viriola dim. 
of viriae bracelet, assim. to ferrum iron] 

fe'rry, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Convey or pass in 
boat, work (boat), (of boat) pass to & 
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fro, over river, canal, or strait; fly (air¬ 
craft) from factory to operational airfield. 
(~ pilot, one who makes such flights). 2. 
n. Place, provision, for ~ing; (Law) 
right of ~ing & levying toll for it; ~- 
-boai\ '—man-, bridge, large ~-boat 
transporting railway train entire, [vb 
OE, OS ferian, OHG feren, ON ferja, 
Goth. (= Gmc) farjan f. far- fare2; n. 
(ME) f. ON ferja f. far- (prec.)] 

fdbt'ile (-11, -il), a. Bearing abundantly, 
fruitful, (lit. & fig.; ~ of, in). So fertil'ii’Y 
n. [ME, f. OF fertil f. L ferlilis (ferre 
bear) ] 

fdtt'ilizle, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Make fertile or 
productive (esp. soil); (Bot. etc.) fecun¬ 
date (individual, organ). Hence ~able a., 
~A'TI0N,~ER1(1, 2), nn. [-IZE] 

fe'rula (-00I-), fe'rule (-00I), nn. (Bot.) 
giant fennel (-iila); flat ruler with widened 
pierced end for jmnishing boys, whence 
fe'rule (-dol) v.t. [L (-a)] 

f€rv'ent, a. Hot, glowing; ardent, intense, 
(~ soul, lover, hatred), so fdrv'ENCY n. 
Hence ~i,y2 adv. [ME, f. OF f. L fervere 
boil, -ENT] 

fdrv'id, a. = prec. (poet, in first sense). 
Hence ~LY2 adv. [f. L fervidus 
(prec.)] 

ferv'our (-er), n. Glowing condition, 
intense heat; vehemence, passion, zeal. 
[ME, f. OF fervor f. L fervorem nom. -or 
(FERVENT, -OR)] 

Fes'cennlne, a. ~ verses, scurrilous lam¬ 
poons. [f. L Fescenninus (Fescennia 
town in Etruria, -ine1)] 

fes'cue, n. Small stick, teacher’s pointer; 
kinds of grass, including some valuable 
for pasture & fodder. [ME festu(e) f. OF 
festu f. Rom. *festucum f. L -a; fescue f. 
16th c.] 

fesse, n. (her.). Two horizontal lines as 
bar across middle of field. [ME, f. OF, f. 
L FASCIA] 

fes'tal, a. Of a feast; keeping holiday; 
gay. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. OF, or LL 
feslcdis (feast, -al) ] 

fes'ter, v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Of wound or 

sore) generate matter, ulcerate; (of poison, 

disease, grief) cause suppuration, rankle; 

putrefy, rot; cause festering in. 2. n. — 

ing condition. [ME ; f. obs. n. fester f. OF 
festre f. L fistula] 

fes'tival, a. (not pred.), & n. Festal day, 
celebration, merry-making; periodic 
musical performance(s) of special impor¬ 
tance; (adj.) of a feast (-day). [ME (adj.) 
f. OF f. med. L festivalis (foil., -al)] 

fes'tive, a. Of a feast; joyous; fond of 
feasting, jovial. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv. 
[f. L festimis (festum feast, -ive)] 

festiv'ity, n. Gaiety, rejoicing; festive 
celebration, (pi.) festive proceedings. 
[ME, f. OF festivite or L festivitas (prec., 
-TY)] 

fSstoon', n., & v.t. 1. Chain of flowers or 
leaves, or ribbons etc., hung in curve 
between two points. 2. v.t. Adorn (as) 

feud 
with, form into, ~s. Hence ~ery(5) n. [f. 
F feston f. It. festone f. fesla feast +-00N] 

fetch1, v.t. & i., & n. 1. (Go for &) bring 
back (person or thing; ~, or go & ~, a 
doctor-, FAlG—'-ed; — <f- carry, run back¬ 
wards & forwards with things, be a 
servant); cause to come, draw forth, 
(blood, tears; ~ u-p, vomit); bring in, 
realize, sell for, (a price); move the 
feelings of, delight (whence ~'ing2 a.) 
or irritate; heave (sigh), draw (breath); 
deal (blow; usu. with ind. obj., ~ him a 
box on the ears); ~ a compass 1; ~ up, come 
to a stand. 2. n. Far-reaching effort 
(arch.); dodge, trick; (Naut.) line of con¬ 
tinuous extent from point to point, e.g. 
of a bay or of open sea. [OE (fecc(e)an 
va.r. of fetian whence dial, fet in same 
sense] 

fetch2, n. Person’s wraith or double, 
[orig. unkn. ] 

fete (fat), n., & v.t. 1. Festival, great 
entertainment, (~-day, appointed for~); 
day of saint after whom child is named, 
observed in R.-C. countries like birth¬ 
day. 2. v.t. Entertain, make much of, 
(person), [f. F fete(r) feast] 

/etc champetre (see Ap.), n. Outdoor 
f6te. [F] 

fe'tial (-shl), a. & n. (Rom. ant.). l.~ law, 
of declarations of war & treaties of peace. 
2. n. One of Roman college of priests who 
served as heralds, [f. L fetialis] 

ffit'id, foe-(fe-), a. Stinking. Hence'—ly 2 
adv., ~ness n. [f. L fetidus (fetere stink)] 

fet'ish, -ch(e) (-sb), n. Inanimate object 
worshipped by savages for its magical 
powers or as being inhabited by a spirit; 
principle etc. irrationally reverenced. 
Hence or cogn. ~eer', ~er\ ~ism(3), 
~ist(2), nn.,~is'tic a. [f. F fetiche f. Port. 
feitiQo charm, orig. adj. = factitious] 

fet'lock, n. Part of horse’s leg where tuft 
of hair grows behind pastern-joint (~- 
-deep, so as to cover ~s). [ME fet(e)lak, 
fytlok, corr. to MHG vi^eloch, G fissloch; 
rel. to G fessel & ult. to FOOT] 

fet'or, n. Stench. [L, see fetid, -or] 
fett'er, n., & v.t. 1. Shackle for the feet; 
bond, (pi.) captivity; check, restraint; 
'—lock, (heraldic representation of) D- 
-shaped ~ for tethering horse by leg. 
2. v.t. Bind (as) with ~s, impede, re¬ 
strain. Hence ~less a. [OE feter, OS 
feteros, OHG fezzera, ON fjgtarr f. Gmc 
*feier- cogn. w. foot] 

fet'tle, n. Condition, trim, (in good etc. ~). 
[f. ME (now dial.) vb fettle make ready, f. 
OE (now dial.) n. fetel girdle] 

fetus. See foetus. 
fet'wa, n. Decision given by Moslem judi¬ 

cial authority. [Arab.] 
feu, n. (Sc.). Perpetual lease at fixed rent; 

piece of land so held. [var. of fee] 

feud1, n. Lasting mutual hostility (be at 
~ with), esp. (often deadly ~) between 
two tribes, families, etc., with murderous 
assaults in revenge for previous injury. 
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[ME fede, f. OF faide, fede f. Frank. 
faida = OHG fehida, OE fvehthu enmity; 
see fob] 

feud2, n. Fief, feudal benefice; territory 
held in fee. [f. med. L as fee ] 

feud'al, a. Of a feud or fief; ~ system, 
medieval European polity based on rela¬ 
tion of vassal & superior arising from 
holding of lands in feud; of, resembling, 
according to, this system. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ~ism(3), ~ist(2), nn., ~is'tic a., 
~ize(3) v.t., ~Iza'tion n. [f. med. L 
feudalis (prec., -al)] 

feudality, n. Feudal system or prin¬ 
ciples ; feudal holding, fief, [f. F feodalM 
(prec., -ty)] 

feud'atory, a. & n. Feudally subject to, 
under overlordship; (n.) feudal vassal, 
[f. med. L feudatorius f. feudare (feud2, 
-ORY)] 

feu de joie (fdtdezhwah'), n. Salute of 
guns fired on ceremonial occasions. [F] 

feuilleton (see Ap.), n. Ruled-oif por¬ 
tion at foot of (esp. French) newspapers, 
devoted to fiction, criticism, light litera¬ 
ture, etc. [F, = leaflet] 

fev'er, n., & v.t. 1. Morbid condition with 
high temperature & excessive change & 
destruction of tissues; any of a group 
of diseases so characterized, each with 
distinctive name, as scarlet, typhoid, ~; 
nervous excitement, agitation; ~ heat, 
high temperature of body in ~; 
place that collects~-germs. 2. v.t. Throw 
into [OE fefor — OHG flebar, f. L 
febris] 

fev'erfew, n. A herb formerly used in 
medicine. [OE feferfuge f. LE; see 
FEBRIFUGE] 

fev'erish, a. Having symptoms of fever; 
excited, fitful, restless; (of places) in¬ 
fested by fever, feverous. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ~ness n. [-ish 1 ] 

fev'erous, a. Infested with or apt to cause 
fever; feverish, [-ous] 

few, a. & n. Not many (~ is opp. to many, 
a ~ to none, only a ~ = ~; a man of ~ 
ivords; he spoke a ~ words; ~ have such a 
chance', ~, a ~, of his friends were there', 
a ~ know the truth; a faithful ~ remained; 
visitors are ~); in ~ (arch.), in ~ words, 
briefly; some ~, no great number; the ~, 
the minority, the elect, etc.; not a ~, 
many; (colloq.) a good ~, fair number 
(of); every ~ days etc., once in every 
group of a~ days. Hence ~'ness n. [OE 
feawe, OS, OHG fao (faw-), ON far, Goth. 
fawai f. Gmc *faw- cogn. w. L pau-cus 1 

fey (fa), a. (Sc.). || Fated to die, at point of 
death; disordered in mind (often with 
over-confidence etc.) like person about 
to die. [OE feege, OS fegi, OHG feigi, ON 
feigrt. Gmc *faigjaz] 

fez, n. Turkish cap, a tasselled dull-red 
truncated cone. [f. Turk, fes peril, f. 
Fez, tow'n] 

fiacre (fe'ahkr), n. French four-wheeled 
cab. [f. the Hotel de St F~, Paris] 

fiance, -ee (see Ap.), n. One’s betrothed, 
(-6) male, or (-6e) female. [F] 

Fianna Fail (ie’ana fawl), n. Eamon de 
Valera’s party, which entered the Dail 
Eireann in August 1927. [nom. pi. of Ir. 
fian-fgen. of Fdl Ireland; lit. = armed 
men of Ireland] 

fias'co, n. (pi. -os). Failure or break-down 
(orig. in dramatic etc. performance), 
ignominious result. [It., = bottle (signi¬ 
ficance unkn.)] 

fi'at (-at, -at), n., & v.t. Authorization; de¬ 
cree, order, (n., & rarely vb = authorize); 

money, inconvertible paper-money 
made legal tender by Government decree. 
[L, = be it done] 

fib *, n., & v.i. (-bb-). (Tell) trivial or venial 
lie. Hence ^b'ER1, ~'ster, nn. [perh. f. 
obs. fible-fable nonsense, redupl. of fable] 

II fib2, n., & v.t. (-bb-). A blow (vb, strike, 
hit about) in pugilism etc. [orig. unkn. ] 

fi'bre (-ber), n. Thread-like filament form¬ 
ing with others animal & vegetable tissue 
or textile substance; substance consisting 
of ~s; fibrous structure; structure, grain, 
character, (man of coarse ~); substance 
that can be spun, woven, or felted; small 
root or twig; aboard, building material 
made of wood or other plant ~s com¬ 
pressed into boards. Hence (-)fi'brED2 
(-herd), ~less (-erl-), fib'riFORM, fib'rous, 
aa., fib'rousLY2 adv., fib'rousNESS n., 
fibro- comb. form. [F, f. L fibra] 

fib'ril, n. Small fibre; subdivision of 
fibre; ultimate subdivision of root. Hence 
~LVR(Y),~LlTE2,~lated,~l'iF0RM,~l0SE1, 
aa., ~1a'tion n. [also fibrilla mod. L dim. 
of prec. ] 

flb'rin, n. Coagulable lymph found in 
animal & vegetable matter. Hence ~o- 
comb. form, ~ous a. [fibre + -in] 

fib'roid, a. & n. Of fibrous structure or 
appearance; (n.)~ uterine tumour, [-oid ] 

fib'roin, n. Chemical substance of which 
silk & cobweb mainly consist, [fibro- + 
-IN] 

fibrdm'a, n. (pi. -ta). Fibrous tumour. 
[mod. L (fibre, & cf. sarcoma)] 

fibrosit'is, n. (Rheumatic) inflammation 
of fibrous tissue, [f. mod. L ftbrosus 
(FIBROUS) + -ITIS ] 

fib'ul|a, n. (pi. -ae, -as). Splint bone on 
outer side of leg; (Ant.) brooch or clasp. 
Henee~AR1a. [L] 

-fic, suf. (in actual use, -ific, see -I-) repr. 
L -ficus f. weakened root of facere make, 
do, forming adjj. f. nn. as pacificus peace¬ 
making, f. adjj. as magnificus, f. w. as 
horrificus, & f. the advv. male, bene. E 
adopted many L adjj. of this type thr. 
F; & later formations, arising in various 
langg., are usu. of international currency, 
as acidific, morbific. 

-fica'tion, suf. (in actual use -ification, see 
-I-) repr. L -fication- (nom. -tio), which 
formed nn. of action f. w. in -ficare -fy. 
E adopted many pairs of words, n. & vb, 
f. L thr. F or of F formation, as purify, 
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purification', hence -fication has become 
the recognized means of forming nn. 
corresp. to w. in -fy exc. when these 
repr. L vt. in -facere (see -faction) ; as a 
rule the formation is based only on 
possible L types; exceptions are beauti~, 
Frenchi~, transmogri~. 

ficelle', a. String-coloured. [F, = string] 
fi'chu (-shoo), n. Woman’s small tri¬ 
angular shawl of lace etc. for shoulders & 
neck. [F] 

fic'kle, a. Inconstant, changeable. Hence 
"-ness (-In-) n. [OE ficol cl. bcfician 
deceive ] 

fic'tile, a. Made of earth or clay by 
potter; of pottery, [f. L fictilis (fingere 
fid- fashion, -il)] 

fic'tion, n. Feigning, invention; thing 
feigned or imagined, invented statement 
or narrative; literature consisting of 
such narrative, esp. novels, whence 
~ist(3) (-shon-) n.; conventionally ac¬ 
cepted falsehood (esp. legal, polite, ~). 
Hence ~al (-shon-) a. [F, f. L fictionem 
(pree., -ION)] 

ficti'tious (-sines), a. Counterfeit, not 
genuine; (of name or character) assumed; 
imaginary, unreal; of, in, novels; re¬ 
garded as what it is called by legal or 
conventional fiction. Hence -~iy2 adv., 
' 'NESS n., (-shus-). [f. L ficlicius (pree.) 
+ -OUS] 

fic'tive, a. Creating, created, by imagi¬ 
nation. [F (-if, -ive), see fiction, -ive] 

fid, n. 1. (naut.). Conical wooden pin used 
in splicing; (also ~'pin) square wooden or 
iron bar for supporting topmast. 2. Small 
thick piece or wedge of anything, [orig. 
unkn.] 

fid'dle, n., int., & v.i. & t. 1. (Fam. or 
contempt, for) violin (fit as a ~, in good 
condition & spirits; hang up one’s ~ 
when one comes home, be witty abroad & 
dull at home; play first, second, ~, take 
leading, subordinate, position; face as 
long as a ~, dismal). 2. (naut.). Contri¬ 
vance for stopping things from rolling off 
table. 3. (si.). An act of cheating. 4. ~- 
-BOW1; ~-ease, for holding ~; ~-de-dee', 
int. & n., nonsense; ~-faddle, (n.) trivial 
matters, idler, (adj.) petty, fussy, (int.) 
nonsense, (v.i.) fuss, trifle; ~-head, carv¬ 
ing at ship’s bows; ~ pattern, of spoons 
& forks with ~-shaped heads; ~stick, (n.) 
= ~-bow, (also, usu. pi., as int.) non¬ 
sense! 5. int. Nonsense! 6. vb. Play the 
~, play (tune etc.) on ~; be idle or 
frivolous, make aimless movements, 
(about, at, with, etc.); fritter aicay; (si.) 
cheat, swindle. [ME, f. OE *fitliele, OHG 
fidula, O N fithla, Gmc *fithulon f. pop. L 
*vitula viol] 

fldd'ler, n. Player on fiddle, esp. for hire 
(F~’s Green, sailor’s Elysium); kind of 
small crab. [OE fithelere (pree., -ER1)] 

fidd'ley, n. (naut.; pi. ~s). Iron frame¬ 
work round opening of stokehole, [orig. 
unkn.] 

fidd'ling, a. In vbl senses; esp., petty, 
futile, contemptible, inconsiderable. 
[-ING2] 

fidel'lty, n. Faithfulness, loyalty, (to); 
strict conformity to truth or fact; exact 
correspondence to the original; (Radio 
etc.) clarity of reproduction. [f. F 
fidMiii or L fidelitas fealty] 

fidg'et1, n. 1. Bodily uneasiness seeking 
relief in spasmodic movements (often the 
~s); restless mood. 2. One who fidgets 
or causes others to; act of bustling etc., 
rustle of dress etc. Hence ~y2 a., 
~1ness n. [sense 1 f. obs. fidge to twitch; 
sense 2 f. foil.] 

fidg'et2, v.i. & t. Move restlessly (often 
about); be uneasy, worry; make uncom¬ 
fortable, worry, (person), [f. pree. ] 

fid'ibus, n. Paper spill for lighting 
candles, pipes, etc. [G students’ slang] 

Fid'o, n. Device for enabling aircraft to 
land by dispersing fog by means of petrol- 
-fired flame burners heating air over 
runway, [initials of Fog Investigation 
Dispersal Operation] 

fidu'eial (-shl), a. (surv., astron., etc.). 

~ line, point, etc., one assumed as fixed 

basis of comparison, [f. LL fiducialis 
(fiducia trust, -al)] 

fidu'eiary (-sha-), a. & n. 1. Of trust or 
trustee(ship); held or given in trust; (of 
paper currency) depending for its value 
on public confidence or securities. 2. n. 
Trustee, [f. L fiduciarius (pree., -ary1)] 

fid'us Achat'es (akatez), n. Devoted fol¬ 
lower, henchman. [L, = faithful Achates, 
follower of Aeneas in Aeneid) 

fie (fi), int. expr. senso of outraged pro¬ 
priety, usu. iron, or to children (often ~ 
upon you!). [ME, f. OF f. L fi excl. of 
disgust at stench] 

fief (fef), feoff (f&f), n. = feud2. 
fieffie (fi'fi), a. Improper, scandalous, [fie ] 
field, n., & v.i. & t. 1. (Piece of) ground, 
esp. one used for pasture or tillage, & usu. 
bounded by hedges etc.; tract abounding 
in some natural product (diamond, coal, 
etc., -~). 2. Ground on which battle is 
fought (often battle-~; also fig., left his 
rival in possession of the ~; a fair ~ & no 
favour, equal conditions in contest; hold 
the ~, not be superseded); scene of cam¬ 
paign (in the~, campaigning; take, keep, 
the ~, begin, continue, campaign); battle 
(hard-fought, stricken, ~); F~ of Cloth 
of Gold, scene of meeting between 
Henry VIII & Francis I, 1520. 3. Ground 
for playing cricket, football, etc.; players, 
partakers, in outdoor contest or sport; all 
competitors or all except the favourite 
(a good ~, many & good competitors); 
(Cricket) side not batting, one of this 
side (see also long1 ~). 4. Large stretch, 
oxpanse, of sea, sky, ice, snow, etc., also 
fig. (the wholes of history). 5. (Her.) sur¬ 
face of escutcheon or of one of its divi¬ 
sions; groundwork of picture, coin, flag, 
etc. 6. Area or sphere of operation, 
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observation, intellectual activities, etc. 
(each supreme in his own ~; filled the ~ of 
the telescope; wide ~ of vision; outside 
the magnetic ~, not near enough to be 
attracted). 7. attrib. (In names of 
animals etc.) found in the open country 
(~-mouse, ~-ash). 8. ~-allowance, to 
officer on campaign to meet increased 
expenditure; —artillery, -battery, -gun or 
-piece, light & mobile for use with armies 
in the ~; —book (used in ~ by surveyor 
for technical notes); ~'6oof, knee-length 
& close-fitting; ~-cornet, magistrate 
of township in Cape Colony etc.; -—day, 
(Mil.) manceuvring-exercise or review, 
(fig.) great occasion, important debate; 
~ dressing, appliances for wound in 
battle; ~ events, athletic sports such as 
weight-putting, jumping, discus-throw¬ 
ing, etc. (i.e. other than races)-, -—glass, 
binocular telescope for outdoor use, one 
of the lenses of astronomical telescope or 
compound microscope; ~ hospital, ambu¬ 
lance, temporary hospital near battle- 
-field; i?~ Marshal, army officer of the 
highest rank; ~ mustard, charlock; ~- 
-night, = ~-day (fig. sense); ~-officer, 
above captain & below general; ~- 
-preacher, -preaching, in open air; ~ 
punishment (Mil.), kinds of penal servi¬ 
tude for offences on campaign; ~s'- 
man, ~er at cricket; ~-sports, outdoor, 
esp. hunting, shooting, fishing; ~ tele¬ 
graph, movable for use on campaign; 
~-work, temporary fortification, outdoor 
work of surveyor etc., or of collector of 
scientific data; hence ~'ward(s) adv. 
9. vb. Act as ~sman in cricket, baseball, 
or rounders; stop (& return) ball; put 
into the ~ (of football teams etc.); 
(Betting) back the ~ against the favour¬ 
ite; hence ~'er1 n. [OE, OS, OHG feld 
f. WGJfelthu] 

field'fare, n. Species of thrush spending 
winter in Britain. [ME feldefare perh. 
f. FIELD -f- FARE2 ] 

fiend, n. The devil; evil spirit, demon; 
person of superhuman wickedness, esp. 
cruelty (often jocular, as the interviewer- 
-~); (with qualifying word) devotee or 
addict (fresh-air ~, dope ~, morphia ~). 
Hence ~'ISH1 a., ~'IshLY2 adv., ~'ish- 
NESS n., ~'LIKE a. [OE feond, OS fiond, 
OHG fiant, ON fjdndi, Goth, fijands 
part, of Gmc *fijejan hate; cf. friend] 

fierce, a. Violent in hostility, angx-ily 
combative; raging, vehement; (of mecha¬ 
nism) violent, not smooth or easy in 
action; ardent, eager. Hence ~'ly2 (-si-) 
adv., ~'ness (-sn-) n. [ME, f. OF fiers 
nom. oifier(F = proud) f. L ferus savage] 

II fi'eri fa'cias (-shl-), n. (legal; abbr. fi. 
fa.). Writ to sheriff for executing judge¬ 
ment. [L, = see that (the sum) is made] 

fier'ly (fir-), a. Consisting of, flaming with, 
fire; (of arrows etc.) fire-bearing; looking 
like fire, blazing-red; (of eyes) flashing, 
ardent; hot as fire; acting like fire. 

fig 
inflaming, (—1/ taste etc.); eager, pug¬ 
nacious, spirited, irritable; (of horse) 
mettlesome; (of gas, mine, etc.) inflam¬ 
mable, liable to explosions; (of cricket- 
-pitch) making ball rise dangerously; 
~2/ cross1. Hence ~iLY2 adv., ~Iness n. 
[ME; FIRE1 +-Y1] 

fiesta (fe'Cstah), n. Festivity, holiday. 
[Sp., = feast] 

fife, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Kind of small shrill 
flute used with dram in military music; 
= ~r. 2. vb. Play the~; play (air etc.) on 
the ~ ; hence fif'ER1 n. [f. G pfeife pipe, 
or f. F fifre] 

fifefrail (-fr-), n. (naut.). Rail round 
mainmast with belaying-pins. [perh. f. 
prec. because fifer sat on it while anchor 
was weighing] 

fifteen' (also fif-), a. & n. One more than 
fourteen, 15, XV; (Rugby football) side 
of 15 players; the F~, Jacobite rising of 
1715. Hence ~th2 a. & n. [OE fiftene, 
-tyne, (FIVE, -TEEN)] 

fifth, a. & n. 1. Next after fourth (smite 
under the~ rib, kill; ~ wheel of coach etc., 
something superfluous, also as name of 
two horizontal half-circles sliding one 
over the other when a camage-front 
turns); ~ part, one of five equal parts 
into which thing is or might be divided. 
2. n. = ~ part; (Mus.) interval of which 
the span involves five alphabetical notes, 
harmonic combination of the notes thus 
separated; (pi.) ~-rate material. 3. ~ 
column, organized body sympathizing 
with and working for the enemy within 
a country at war etc., (loosely) traitors, 
spies; ~-column activities, organized 
hindrance of the national effort by sub¬ 
versive propaganda on the part of — 
-columnists-, F~ Monarchy, last of the 
five great empires (Dan. ii. 44; ~-mon- 
archy-man, 17th-c. zealot expecting im¬ 
mediate second coming of Christ & 
repudiating all other government); 
REPUBLIC. [OE fifta (still fift in diall.); 
fifth f. 14th c. on analogy of fourth ; see 
-TH2] 

fifth'iy, adv. In the fifth place (in enu¬ 
merations). [-LY2] 

fif'tly, a. & n. 1. Five times ten, 50, L, 
(~j/-one, -seven, etc.; ~y-first, -third, etc.); 
~y—V, half & half, equal shares (gro 
—2/-~J/; on a~y—y basis); large indefinite 
number (have ~y things to tell you); hence 
~yF0LD a. & adv., ~ieth a. & n. 2. n. 
Set of ~y persons or things (hid them by 
~ies in a cave; the ~ics, years between 
49 & 60 in life or century). [OE fiftig 
(FIVE, -TY2)] 

fig1, n. (Broad-leaved tree, usu. ~-tree, 
bearing) soft pear-shaped many-seeded 
fruit eaten fresh (green ~s) or dried (esp. 
Turkey or Smyrna ~,s; pulled ~s, superior 
hand-picked Turkey ~s); under one’s 
vine & —tree, safe at home; anything 
valueless (don’t care a ~ for; also a 
~ for —/, as excl.); -—-leaf, device for 



concealing private parts (Gen. iii. 7); 
—wort, brown-flowered herb. [ME, f. OF 
fipue f. Pr. figa f. Rom. *flca f. L ficus] 

fig2, n. Dress, equipment, (in full ~); 
condition, form, (in good ~). [f. foil.] 

fig3, v.t. (-gg-). ~ out or up (horse), make 
lively; ~ out (person), dress up, bedizen, 
[var. of obs. feague f. G fegen; see fake2] 

fight1 (fit), v.i. & t. (fought, pr. fawt). 
Contend in battle or single combat 
(against, with; for, on behalf of person or 
to secure thing); maintain (cause, suit 
at law, quarrel) against opponent, con¬ 
tend over (question), win one’s way by 
~ing; contend with in battle or duel, 
or with the fists; set on (cocks, dogs) to 
~ (~ing-cock1); handle (troops, ship) 
in battle; ~ off, repel with effort; ~ 
(dispute etc., or it) out, settle by ~ing; 
~ shy of, keep aloof from (person, under¬ 
taking, etc.); ~ing chance, a possibility of 
success if strenuous effort is made; ~ing- 

■top, circular gun-platform fixed high up 
on worship's mast. Hence ~'er 1 (fit-) 
(esp.) n. & a., (fast aircraft) designed 
primarily for aerial ~ing (~er-bomber, 

such aircraft used as a bomber). [OE 
feohtan, OS, OHG fehtan f. WG *fehlan] 

fight2 (fit), n. Act of fighting, (give, make a, 

~; valiant in ~); battle; combat, esp. 
pugilistic or unpremeditated, between 
two or more persons, animals, or parties 
(running ~, kept up while one party 
flees & one pursues; || sham ~, between 
troops for practice or display; stand-up 

~, open & formal); (fig.) strife, conflict; 
appetite or ability for fighting (has ~ in 

him yet; show ~, not yield tamely), [f. 
prec.] 

fig'ment, n. Invented statement; thing 
that has no existence except in imagina¬ 
tion. [f. L figmentum (fig- see figure *, 
-MENT)] 

fig'urant masc., -ante fern., ffgur&n’te 
(pi. -ti, pr. -te), nn. Ballet-dancer. [F 
(first two forms) & It. (third)] 

figuration (also -ger-), n. Determination 
to a certain form; the resulting form; 
shape, outline; allegorical representation; 
ornamentation by designs; (Mus.) use of 
florid counterpoint, [f. F, or L figuratio 
(FIGURE2, -ATI0N)] 

fig'urative (-ger-, -gur-), a. Emblematic, 
typical; pictorial or plastic; meta¬ 
phorical, not literal; metaphorically so 
called ; abounding in, addicted to, figures 
of speech. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness 

n. [ME, f. OF (-if, -ive), or LL figurations 
(as prec., -ative)] 

fig'ure1 (-ger), n. 1. External form, shape; 
(Geom.) superficial space enclosed by 
line(s), or three-dimensional space en¬ 
closed by surface(s), any of the classes 
of these, as triangle, sphere; bodily shape 
(has a well-developed ~; keep one’s ~, 
not grow stout); a person as seen (saw 
a ~ leaning against the door; ~ of fun, 
grotesque person); a person as contem- 

filaria 

plated mentally (the most terrible ~ in 
our history); conspicuous appearance 
(make or cut a brilliant, poor, ~, produce 
such impression; person of ~, distin¬ 
guished). 2. Image, likeness; representa¬ 
tion of human form, statue, person in 
picture; emblem, type, simile. 3. Dia¬ 
gram, illustrative drawing, (abbr. for ref., 
fig.), esp. text-~, dist. from plate; horo¬ 
scope ; decorative pattern; evolution in 
dancing, division of set dance; (Skating) 
movement, series of movements, begin¬ 
ning & ending at centre. 4. Numerical 
symbol, esp. one of the ten in Arabic 
notation (double ~s, number between 9 
& 100; income of five ~s, between £10,000 
& £100,000; reach three ~s, in cricket, get 
century; got it at a low, high, ~, cheap, 
dear). 5. (rhet.; also ~ of speech) recog¬ 
nized form of abnormal expression giving 
variety, force, etc., e.g. aposiopesis, 
hyperbole, metaphor, (~ of speech only) 
piece of exaggeration. 6. (gram.). Per¬ 
mitted deviation from rules of construc¬ 
tion, e.g. ellipse. 7. (log.). Particular 
form of syllogism according to position of 
middle term. 8. (mus.). Short succession 
of notes producing single impression, 
brief melodic or rhythmic formula out 
of which longer passages are developed. 
9. -—dance, dance or dancing exhibition 
with distinct divisions, dancer, per¬ 
former in this; ~-head, carving, usu. bust 
or full-length ~, over ship’s cutwater, 
nominal leader or president without real 
authority, (joe.) person’s face. Hence 
~less (-gerl-) a. [ME, f. OF f. L figura 
(fig- st. of fi.ngere fashion, -ure)] 

fig'ure2 (-ger), v.t. & i. Represent in dia¬ 
gram or picture; picture mentally, 
imagine, (often to oneself; *1 ~ it like this 
colloq., this is my theory, explanation, 
etc.); be symbol of, represent typically; 
embellish w'ith pattern (~d satin); mark 
with numbers or prices, do arithmetic, 
cipher (~ up, reckon amount of); ~ out, 
give result in figures (~s out at £45); make 
appearance, appear, (~ as, pass for, 
assume character of), be conspicuous. 
[ME, f. OF figurer f. L figurare (prec.)] 

figurine' (-en), n. Statuette. [F, f. It. 
figurina dim. of figura figure 1 ] 

fil'ament, n. Slender thread-like body, 
fibre, (esp. in animal or vegetable struc¬ 
ture); not easily fusible conductor in 
electric bulb or thermionic valve, heated 
or made incandescent by current; (of air, 
light, etc.) imaginary portion of stream, 
row of particles following each other; 
(Bot.) part of stamen that supports 
anther. Hence ~ary* (-fin1), ~ed2, ~ous 
(-fin1), aa. [F or mod. L, f. LL filare spin 
f. L filum thread, -ment] 

filar' | ia, n. (pi. —iae pr. -ie). Parasitic 
worm introduced into the blood by 
certain flies and mosquitoes. Hence 
~iAL a., filari'asis n. [mod. L f. L filum 
thread (-ar1, -ia1)] 
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fil'ature, n. (Establishment for) reeling 
silk from cocoons. [F, as filament, -ure] 

fil'bert, n. (Nut of) cultivated hazel, 
[short for ~-nut = dial. F noix de filbert, 
ripe about St Philibert’s day (Aug. 22)] 

filch, v.t. Steal, pilfer, [orig. unkn.] 
file1, n., & v.t. 1. Instrument usu. of steel 
with roughened surface(s) for reducing or 
smoothing objects {bite, gnaw, ~, attempt 
vain task); (si.) artful person, dodger, 
(usu. old, deep, etc., ~), person. 2. v.t. 
Smooth, reduce surface of, with ~; 
elaborate to perfection (esp. literary 
work); ~ away (roughnesses etc.), remove 
with ~. [OE feol, fill, OS, OHG fila f. 
WG *fihala] 

file2, n., & v.t. 1. Stiff pointed wire on 
which documents etc. are run for keeping; 
folder for holding papers arranged for 
reference; set of papers so kept, esp. in 
court of law referring to a cause; series of 
issues of a newspaper in order. 2. v.t. 
Place (papers) on ~ or among public 
records, [f. F fil f. L filum thread] 

file3, n., & v.i. & t. 1. (Mil.) a front-rank 
man & the man or men straight behind 
him (in ~, marching with the men of a 
double line faced towards one of its ends; 
single, Indian, ~, similar formation of 
single line; rank1 & ~; a ~ of men, two 
told oil for some purpose); row of persons 
or things one behind another; (Chess) line 
of squares from player to player (cf. 
rank1). 2. vb. March in ~; ~ off, away, 
go off by ~s; (v.t.) order (soldiers) to move 
off by ~s. [f. F file f. LL filare f. L filum 
thread] 

fil'emot, a. Sc n. Dead-leaf colour(ed), 
brownish yellow, [f. F feuille morle dead 
leaf] 

filet (fel'a), n. Kind of net with square 
mesh (~ lace, ~ net). [F, = thread] 

fil'ial, a. Of, due from, son or daughter. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. F, or LL filialis (L 
filius, -a, son, daughter, -al)] 

fil'iate, v.t. (Rare for) affiliate. 
filia'tion, n. Being some one’s child; 

descent (from); formation of offshoots, 
branch of a society or language; genea¬ 
logical relation or arrangement, [f. F, 
or LL filiatio f. L filius son, -ation ] 

fil'ibeg, n. (Sc.). Kilt. [f. Gael, feileadh- 
beag little fold ] 

filibuster, n., & v.i. 1. One who engages 
in unauthorized warfare against foreign 
State; ‘obstructionist in legislative 
assembly. 2. v.i. Act as ~. Hence ~er1 

n., a ~, one who ~s. [ult. f. Du. vri]- 
buiter freebooter affected by F flibustier, 
Sp. filibustero; mutual rel. uncert.] 

filigree, fil'a-, n. Ornamental work of 
fine gold or silver or copper wire formed 
into delicate tracery, fine metal open¬ 
work ; anything delicate, light, showy, & 
frail. Hence filigreED2 a. [f. F filigrane 
f. It. filigrana (L filum thread, granum 
grain)] 

fil'ing, n. In vbl senses of file1; also, 

film 

(usu. pi.) particle(s) rubbed oft by file. 
[-ING1 ] 

fill, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Make or become full 
(with; sails ~, are distended with wind); 
stock abundantly; occupy whole capacity 
or extent of, spread over, pervade, (~ 
the bill, be the only conspicuous item, 
also in U.S., do all that is required, 
suffice); (of dentist) block up (hollow 
tooth, cavity) with gold etc., whence 
~'ing1(4) n.; satisfy, satiate, (esp. in 
part., of kinds of food); hold (position), 
discharge duties of (office); execute (an 
order, commission, etc.); occupy (vacant 
time); appoint holder of (vacant post); 
adulterate (esp. cotton fabrics; usu. in 
p.p.); ~ in, complete (outline), add what 
is wanted to complete (unfinished docu¬ 
ment, blank cheque, etc.); ~ out, enlarge, 
become enlarged, to the proper limit; ~ 
up, ~ completely, supply vacant parts 
or places or deficiencies in, do away with 
(pond etc.) by ~ing, grow full; February 

—dike; hence ~'er1(1, 2) n. 2. Full 
supply of drink or food (drink, have, etc., 
one’s ~; also with intr. vbs, as fret her ~); 
enough to ~ something (a ~ of tobacco). 
[OE fyllan, OS fullian, OHG fallen, ON 
fylla, Goth, fulljan f. Gmc *fullaz full1] 

fille (fe'ye), n. ~ de chambre (de shahii'br), 
chambermaid; ~ de joie (de zhwah), 
prostitute. [F, = daughter] 

fill'et, n., & v.t. 1. Head-band, ribbon, 
string, or narrow band, for binding the 
hair or worn round head; band, bandage; 
thin narrow strip of anything; (pi.) 
animal’s loins; fleshy detachable piece of 
meat near loins or ribs, undercut of 
sirloin; one of the thick slices into which 
a fish may be divided; middle part of 
leg or veal boned, rolled, & tied up; piece 
of beef, fish, etc., similarly prepared; 
(Archit.) narrow flat band separating two 
mouldings, small band between flutes 
of column; (Her.) horizontal division of 
shield, quarter of chief1 in depth; raised 
rim or ridge on any surface; (Book-bind.) 
plain line impressed on cover. 2. v.t. 
Bind (hair, person as to hair) with ~; 
encircle with ornamental band; divide 
(fish) into ~s. [ME, f. OF filet f. L filum 
thread + -et 1 ] 

fill'ip, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Sudden release of 
finger or thumb when it has been bent 
& checked by thumb or finger; slight 
smart stroke thus given; stimulus, incen¬ 
tive ; mere trifle (not worth a ~). 2. vb. 
Propel (coin, marble, etc.) with a 
stimulate (~ one’s memory or wits); strike 
slightly & smartly; make a ~. [prob. 
imit., cf. flip] 

fill'ister, n. Rabbeting-planeforwindow- 
-sashes etc. [orig. unkn.] 

fill'y, n. Female foal (cf. colt) ; (si.) young 
lively girl. [f. ON fylja f. Gmc *ful]on; 
see foal] 

film, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Thin skin, plate, 
coating, or layer; (Photog.) coating of 
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collodion, gelatin, etc., spread on photo¬ 
graphic paper or plate, or used instead of 
plate, celluloid roll used in cinemato¬ 
graphy, its contents as shown (—fan3; 

~ star, eminent cinema actor or actress; 
~ test, photographic test of would-be ~ 
actor; the ~s, cinema show); dimness 
over eyes; slight veil of haze etc.; fine 
thread or filament: hence fil'my2 a., 
fil'miiY2 adv., fil'miNESS n. 2. vb. 
Cover, become covered, (as) with ~; 
reproduce (scene etc.) for the cinema; 
be (well or ill) suited for reproduction on 
the ~s. [OE filmen membrane = OFris. 
filmene skin, cogn. w. fell1] 

fil'oselle, n. Floss silk. [F, f. It. filosello 
perh. f. Rom. *follicellus cocoon, dim. 
of L foll-is bag, influenced by It. filo 
thread] 

fils (fes), n. The son, junior, (appended to 
name to distinguish between father & 
son of same names, cf. FkRE). [F] 

fil'ter, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Contrivance for 
freeing liquids from suspended impu¬ 
rities, esp. by passing them through 
stratum of sand, charcoal, etc.; (Photog.) 
screen (usu. of coloured glass or gelatine) 
for absorbing light of some colours; 
~-6ed, tank or pond with false bottom 
covered with sand etc. for ~ing largo 
quantities; (of cigarettes) having a 
~ at the mouth end. 2. vb. Pass (liquid), 
flow, through ~; (of ~) purify (liquid); 
make way through, into, etc., percolate, 
(of news etc.) leak out or come through-, 
join another line of traffic at road 
junction etc.; obtain by ~ing. [vb f. n., 
f. F filtre f. med. L fillrum f. Gmc st. 
whence felt1 (earliest ~ being of felt)] 

filth, n. Loathsome dirt; uninviting food, 
garbage; vileness, pollution, obscenity; 
foul language. Hence fil'thY2 a. (~y 
lucre, dishonourable gain, also joc., 
money), fil'thiLY2 adv., fil'thi.NESS n. 
[OE fijlth, OS fulitha, OHG fulida (foul1, 

-th1)] 

fil'trate1, n. Filtered liquor, [filter v., 

-ate1(2)] 

fil'tr|ate2, v.t. & i. = filter v. So~a'tion 

n. [f. mod. L filtrare (as prec., -ate3)] 

fim'briate, -ated, aa. (bot., zool.). 
Fringed, bordered with hairs etc. [f. L 
fimbriatus f. fimbriae fringe; see + -ate2] 

fin, n. Organ for propelling & steering 
attached to flsh & cetaceans at various 
parts of body {anal, caudal, dorsal, 
pectoral, ventral, etc.); sharp lateral pro¬ 
jection on share or coulter of plough; 
small projecting surface on various parts 
of aircraft, for ensuring stability; (si.) 
hand (tip us your~, shako hands). Hence 
(-)~nED2 (-nd), ~'LESS, aa. [OE finn, 
MLG, MDu. vinne] 

fin'al, a. & n. 1. At the end, coming last, 
ultimate; putting an end to doubt, 
conclusive, definitive, unalterable; con¬ 
cerned with the purpose or end aimed at 
(~ cause1; ~ clause in Gram., introduced 

find 

by in order that, lest, etc.); hence ~ly2 
adv. 2. n. Last or deciding heat or game 
in athletics, whence ~ist n., competitor 
in this; (sing, or pi.) last of a series 
of examinations; || (colloq.) edition of 
newspaper published latest in the day; 
(Mus.) principal note in any mode. Hence 
~ize v.t., complete, bring to an end. 
[ME, f. OF, or L finalis (finis end, -al)]. 

fina'le (-nah-), n. (Mus.) last movement of 
instrumental composition, piece of music 
closing act in opera; close of drama etc.; 
conclusion, final catastrophe. [It., as 
prec. ] 

flnal'Ity, n. Principle of final cause 
viewed as operative in the universe; 
being final; belief that something is final; 
final act, state, or utterance. [F (-U), f. 
LL finalitatem (final, -ty)] 

finance', n., & v.t. & i. 1. (PI.) pecuniary 
resources of sovereign. State, company, 
or person; management of (esp. public) 
money, science of revenue. 2. vb. Furnish 
with ~s, find capital for; engage in 
financial operations. [ME, f. OF (finer 
settle debt f. fin end; -ance)] 

finan'cial (-shl), a. Of revenue or money 
matters (~ year, annual period for which 
public accounts are made up). Hence 
~ly'2 (-sha-) adv. [prec. + -ial] 

flnan'cier1 (*also flnanser'), n. One 
skilled in levying & managing public 
money; capitalist. [F (finance, -ier)] 

financier'2 (-ser), v.i. & t. Conduct 
financial operations (usu. contempt.); 
‘cheat, swindle, (~ money away; ~ one 
out of), [f. prec. ] 

finch, n. Kinds of small bird (usu. with 
distinctive epithet or prefix, as mountain 
~, bull1—). [OE fine, OHG flncho f. WG 
*finkiz, * fink} on] 

find, v.t. (found). Sc n. 1. Come across, fall 
in with, light upon, (was found dead; we 
~ St John saying; administer the law as 
you ~ it; found a treasure); obtain, re¬ 
ceive, (~ favour, mercy, one’s account2 in; 
~ one’s feet, get the use of them, develop 
one’s powers); recognize as present, 
acknowledge or discover to be so-&-so, 
(I ~ no sense in it, ~ the terms reasonable; 
how do you ~ yourself ?; must take us as 
you ~ us, put up with us as we are); 
discover by trial to be or do or (that) or 
to (has been found wanting; ~s rest 
agreeable; is found to pay; I ~ it pays, 
pay, or to pay, or that it pays; ~ it im¬ 
possible, necessary, to —); discover by 
search; discover (game), discover game, 
in hunting; ~ oneself, discover one’s 
vocation, & see below; succeed in ob¬ 
taining (money, bail, sureties; can’t ~ 
time to read; found courage to —; could 
~ it in my heart to —, am inclined; ~ 
expression, place, vent); come home to, 
reach the conscience of; ascertain by 
study or calculation or inquiry (~ one’s 
way to, contrive to reach, arrive at); 
(Law) determine & declare (it, i.e. the 
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offence, murder; person guilty etc.; that 
—; ~ true bill3), whence ~'ing1(2) n.; 
supply, provide, furnish, (they found him 
in clothes; hotel does not — tea; all found, 
with all necessaries provided, of servants’ 
wages; ~ oneself, provide for one’s own 
needs, & see above); ~ out, discover, 
devise, solve, detect in offence; hence 
~'able a. 2. n. ~ing of fox; discovery of 
treasure, minerals, etc.; sure —, place 
where something (esp. fox) is sure to be 
found. [OE, OS, OHG findan, ON finna, 
Goth, flnthan, Gmc *finlhan] 

fin'der, n. In vbl senses; esp.: small 
telescope attached to lai’ge one to find 
object; contrivance for same purpose in 
microscope & in photographic camera. 
[-ER1] 

fin de si&cle (see Ap.), a. Characteristic 
of end of nineteenth century, advanced, 
modern; decadent. [F, = end of century] 

finel, n., & v.i. & t. 1. End (now only in in 
—, to sum up, finally, in short); II sum 
of money paid by in-coming tenant in 
consideration of small rent; sum of money 
fixed as penalty for offence. 2. vb. Pay con¬ 
sideration for privilege or appointment; 
punish by a ~, whence fin'ABLE a. [ME 
& OF fin settlement of dispute f. L finem, 
nom. finis end] 

fine2, a., n., adv., & v.t. & i. 1. Of high 
quality; clear, pure, refined, (of gold or 
silver) containing specified proportion 
of pure metal, as gold 22 carats —, silver 
11 oz —; delicate, subtle, exquisitely 
fashioned, (of feelings) elevated; of 
slender thread, in small particles, thin 
(~ pencil, of hard lead for making ~ 
lines); sharp (~ pen, narrow-pointed); 
(Athlet.) reduced to perfect condition; 
capable of delicate perception or dis¬ 
crimination, perceptiblo oidy with diffi¬ 
culty (a ~ distinction); excellent, of 
striking merit, good, satisfactory, for¬ 
tunate, of good effect, (had — sport; has 
been a — thing for him; often iron., as a — 
friend you have been!); well conceived or 
expressed; of handsome appearance or 
size, dignified, (~ potatoes; a man of — 
presence); free from precipitation or thick 
fog & with some sunshine, (~ weather-, 
one — day, once upon a time; one of these 
— days, some day, in prophecies); ornate, 
showy, smart, (~ feathers, gaudy plum¬ 
age, lit. & fig., as ~ feathers make — birds); 
fastidious, dainty, affecting refinement, 
(of speech or writing) affectedly ornate; 
complimentary, euphemistic, (say — 
things about person, call things by — 
names); — arts, those appealing to sense 
of beauty, as poetry, music, & esp. 
painting, sculpture, architecture; ~ 
chemicals, produced or used in small 
quantities and in a state of comparative 
purity (i.e. other than heavy chemicals, 
dyestuffs, cellulose or sugar products, 
etc.); —-draw, sew together (two pieces of 
cloth, rent, garment) so that the join is 

finger 

imperceptible; —-drawn, subtle, ex¬ 
tremely thin, (Athlet.) trained down in 
weight; ~ gentleman, lady, person of 
fashion, person who thinks himself above 
working; —-spun, delicate, flimsy, (of 
theories etc.) excessively subtle, un¬ 
practical; hence fin,lSH1(2) a., ~'ly2 
(-nl-) adv., ~'ness (-n-n-) n. 2. n. ~ 
weather (in rain or —). 3. adv. ~ly (talk 
~). 4. vb. Make (beer) clear (often down); 
(of liquid) become clear; ~ away, down, 
off, make or become ~r, thinner, less 
coarse, (make) dwindle, taper. [ME, f. 
OF fin f. Rom. •finus, deduced f. finire 
finish after grossus, grossire (gross)] 

fine champagne (see Ap.), n. Liqueur 
brandy. [F ] 

fin'ery *, n. Smartness, stylishness, (rare); 
showy dress or decoration, [fine2 adj., 
-ERY] 

fin'ery2, n. Hearth where cast iron is 
made malleable or steel made from pig- 
iron. [f. F finerie f. finer refine (fine2!)] 

finesse', n., & v.i.&t. 1. Delicate manipu¬ 
lation, subtle discrimination; artfulness, 
cunning strategy; (Cards) attempt to 
take trick by inferior card, with higher 
one in reserve. 2. vb. Use ~; w'heedle 
into, trick away, manage by ~; (Cards) 
make a ~, play (card) by ivay of ~. [F 
(FINE2, -ESS2)] 

fing'er (-ngg-), n., & v.t. 1. One of five 
terminal members of hand (thumb, & 
fore, middle, ring, & little —s), or four 
excluding thumb (usu. now numbered 
thus, but cf. fourth —, i.e. ring ~, in 
marriage service), (done by the —, i.e. 
agency, of God-, more wit in his little — 
than in your whole body; lay, put, a — 
upon, touch however slightly; lay, put, 
one’s ~ on ailing part or cause of evil, 
point with precision to ; look through one’s 
—s at, pretend not to see; lift, stir, a—, 
make the least effort; turn or twist person 
round one’s (little) —, cajole him; my —s 
itch, I long, am impatient, to do; his—s are 
all thumbs, he is clumsy; with a wet —, with 
ease; burn2 one’s ~s; cross2 one’s ~s; 

have a — in the pie, take part in a matter; 
let slip through one’s ~s, lose hold of; 
have at one’s —-lips or —-ends, be versed 
in, know familiarly; to the '-‘-nails, com¬ 
pletely) ; part of glove that holds ~; — 
-like object, esp. such part of a fruit etc., 
& in various machines; •—alphabet, 
-language, conventional signs for talking 
with the deaf; ~-bowl, -glass, for rinsing 
~s after dessert; —'-fern, kind of spleen- 
wort; ~-fish, starfish; —plate, fastened 
on door to prevent ~-marks; —'-post, 
giving directions at parting of roads; 
—'-print, impressions of person’s ~s, used 
for identifying criminals etc.; —-stall, 
cover of leather or rubber to protect ~ 
in dissections etc. or when wounded; 
hence ~less, (-)~ed2 (-nggerd), aa. 2. v.t. 
Touch with, turn about in, the ~s; take 
(bribes etc.); play upon (instrument) with 
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the ~s, play (passage) with ~s used in 

particular way, mark (music) with signs 

showing which ~s are to be used, whence 

^ing1 (-ngg-) [-ING1] n. [OE finger, OS, 

OHG -ar, ON fingr, Goth, floors f. Gmc 
*fingraz] 

fing'ering2 (-ngg-), n. (for fingering1 see 
prec.). Wool for stockings. [17th c. 

fingram, perh. f. F fin grain, as GROQRam f. 
gros grain] 

II fing'erling (-ngg-), n. Parr, [finger n., 
-LING1 ] 

fin'ial, n. (archit.). Ornament finishing off 

apex of roof, pediment, gable, tower- 

-corner, canopy, etc. [14th c., var. of final ] 
fin'ical, a. Over-nice, precise, fastidious; 

too much finished in details. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ~ness, ~ity (-al-), nn. [perh. f. 
fine2, or var. of foil.) 

fin'icking, fin'ikin, a. = prec. [perh. f. 

MDu. fijnkens accurately, neatly; rel. to 
prec. undetermined] 

fin'is, n. (no pi.). (At end of book) the 

end; end of anything, esp. of life. [L] 

fin'ish, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Bring to an end, 

come to the end of (often ~ doing; ~ off, 
provide with an ending), complete; 

consume, get through, the whole or re¬ 

mainder of (food, book); kill, dispatch, 

overcome completely; perfect, put final 

or ~ing touches to, (~ed manners, 
gentleman; also with off, vp); complete 

education of; (v.i.) reach the end, cease, 

leave off; have done with; end in some¬ 

thing or by doing. 2. n. Last stage, 

termination, esp. of a fox-hunt (be in at 
the —, often fig.); fight to a —, till one 

party is completely worsted; what serves 

to give completeness; accomplished or 

completed state; mode of ~ing (esp. 

furniture, as mahogany —). [ME fenys 
etc. f. OF fenirf. L finire (finis end), -ish2] 

fin'isher, n. In vbl senses; esp.: workman 

or machine doing last operation in manu¬ 

facture ; discomfiting thing, crushing 

blow, etc. [-ER1J 
fin'ite, a. Bounded, limited, not infinite; 

(Gram.) limited by number and person, 

not infinitive. Hence ~ness (-tn-) n. [f. 

L finilvs p.p. of finire finish] 
Fin(n), n. One of N.-Eastern European 

people who call their country Suomi. 
[OE Finnas, ON Finnr, L Fenni, Gk 

Phinnoi ] 
finn'an, n. (Also ~ haddock) haddock 

cured with smoke of green wood, turf, or 

peat, [f. Findhorn or Findon, Scotland ] 

finn' er, n. Kinds of whale, esp. rorqual, 

having dorsal fin. [-er1] 
Finn'ic, a. Of the group of peoples allied 

to the Finns; Finnish. [-IC] 

Finn'ish, a. & n. (Language) of the Finns; 

Finnic, [-ish1] 
Finn'o- Ug'ric (-oog-), a. & n. (Belonging 

to) family of Ural-Altaic languages in¬ 

cluding Finnish, Estonian, Lapp, & 

Himgarian. So Finn'6-Ug'rian (-oog-) 

a. [UGRIAN] 

finn'y, a. Having fins; like a fin; of, 
teeming with, fish. [FIN+-Y2] 

fiord, fjord, (fy-), n. Long narrow arm 

of sea between high cliffs as in Norway. 

[Norw., ON fjgrthr; see firth] 
fi'orin, n. Kind of grass, [f. Ir. fiorthan] 
ffi\ n. (Also ■—tree) kinds of coniferous 

tree with needles placed singly on the 
shoots (Scotch, silver, spruce, —); their 

wood; —apple, -ball, -cone, fruit of ~; 

~-needle, its leaf. Hence ~r'Y'2 a. [ME 

firr(e) f. OE *fyre or ON fyri- f. Gmc 
*furhjon-] 

fire1, 1. Active principle operative in 

combustion, flame, incandescence, (set — 
to, kindle; strike —, elicit sparks by 

friction or blow; no smoke without —, 
always some ground for rumour). 2. 
State of combustion (on —, burning, fig. 

excited; set on —, ignite, excite; set 
the Thames on —, do something remark¬ 

able ; catch, take, be ignited). 3. Burn¬ 

ing fuel in grate, furnace, etc. (heap coals 
of — ; burnt child dreads the —; out of the 
FRYing-pan into the —; fat is in the —), 
whence fir'lNG '(3) n. 4. Conflagration, 

destructive burning, (~ !, call for aid at a 
~; pour oil on —, add to excitement; go 
through — c& water, face all perils; ~ & 
sword, burning & slaughter); Greek — 
(hist.), combustible composition for 

igniting enemy’s ships etc. 5. Lumi¬ 

nosity, glow, (St Elmo’s —, corposant); 

burning heat, fever, St Anthony’s —, 
erysipelas). 6. Vehement emotion, fer¬ 

vour, spirit, lively imagination, vivacity, 

poetic inspiration. 7. Firing of guns (open, 
cease, — ; runnings, successive shots from 

line of troops etc., esp. fig. of criticism, 
objections, etc.; between two —s, shot at 

from two directions; line of —, path of 

bullet about to be shot; under —, being 

shot at; hang, miss2, ~). 8. —alarm, 
automatic arrangement for giving notice 

of ~; —arm (usu. pi.), rifle, gun, pistol, 

etc.; —'back, Sumatran pheasant; —-ball, 
largo meteor, globular lightning, (Mil.) 

ball filled with combustibles (hist.); ~- 

-balloon, made buoyant by heat of com¬ 

bustible burning at its mouth; <—bird, 
kind of bee-eater; -—blast, disease of 

plants; ~-blight, disease of hops; ~-bomb, 
incendiary; <—box, fuel-chamber of 
steam-boiler; —brand, piece of burning 

wood, person or thing kindling strife; 

<—brick (proof against ~, used in grates 

etc.); || '-'-brigade, organized body of 

~men; *~-bug (colloq.), incendiary, 

pyromaniac; ~-clay (kind used for ~- 

-bricks); ~-control, system of regulating 

~ of ship’s or fort’s guns; ~'crcst, very 

small bird akin to wren; ~-cross, = fiery 
CROSS1; —"damp, miner’s name for car- 

buretted hydrogen, explosive when mixed 

in certain proportion with air; —-dog, 
andiron; —drake, meteor, fiery dragon 

(in German myth.); —eater, juggler who 

eats fire, great fighter, duellist; —-engine, 
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machine for throwing water to extinguish 
~s; escape, apparatus for saving people 
in burning house; ~-ejled (poet.), with 
glowing eyes; \\~-flair, a fish, the sting- 
-ray; —fly, winged insect emitting phos¬ 
phorescent light; || ~-guard, protective 
frame or grating in front of ~ in room, 
(also) = watcher; ~-liose, hose-pipe for 
extinguishing ~s; ~-insurance, against 
losses by ~; ~-irons, tongs, poker, & 
shovel; >—light, light from ~-place; ~- 
-lighter, prepared kindling-fuel; ~’lock, 
antiquated musket in which priming was 
ignited by sparks; ~'man, tender of 
furnace or steam-engine ~, man employed 
to extinguish—s; ~-new (arch.), = brand- 
mew; || ~-offi.ee, insuring against ~; ~- 
-opal, kind of opal with internal flame- 
-coloured reflections, girasole ; || ~-pan, 
bi'azier; ~-place, grate or hearth for 
room—'; —plug (abbr. F.P.), connexion 
in water-main for ~-hose; ~-policy, ~- 
-insurance office’s certificate guarantee¬ 
ing compensation in case of ~; ~ -raising, 
arson; screen, to keep off heat of ~; 
~-ship (hist.), freighted with combustibles 
and sent adrift to ignite enemy’s ships 
etc.; ~'side, space round ~-place, home 
life (*~side chat, radio talk by President 
to the nation); -—step, = firing-step 
(fire2) ; ~-stone, kind that resists ~, used 
for furnaces etc.; ~-teazer, stoker; <■—trap, 
building without proper exits in case of 
~; ~-walking, (religious) ceremony of 
walking barefoot over wliite-hot stones, 
wood-ashes, etc.; ~-watcher, person keep¬ 
ing watch for ~s esp. those caused by 
~-bombs; ~-water, ardent spirits; ~'- 
wood, wood prepared for fuel; ~'worlc, 
kinds of apparatus giving spectacular 
effects by use of combustibles etc., 
squib, rocket, etc., (fig., pi.)display of wit, 
passion, etc.; ~-worship, treatment of ~ 
as a deity. Hence ~'proof (-frp-), ~'less 
(-irl-), aa. [OE fyr, OS, OHO ftur, f. WO 
*fuir, cogn. w. Gk pur] 

fire2, v.t. & i. Set fire to with intention 
of destroying; kindle (explosives); (fig.) 
stimulate (the imagination), fill (person) 
with enthusiasm; (of explosives, mines) 
catch fire; become heated or excited (~ 
up, show sudden anger); redden (t. & i.); 
bake (pottery, bricks), cure (tea, tobacco) 
by artificial heat; (Farriery) cauterize; 
supply (furnace, engine) with fuel; cause 
(explosive, gun) to explode (often off; ~ 
salute, discharge number of guns as salute; 
~ broadside, discharge all guns on one 
side of ship), (abs.) shoot, discharge gun 
etc. (at, into, on, upon), (fig.) ~ away, be¬ 
gin, go ahead; (of gun etc.) go off; propel 
(missile) from gun etc. (fig. ~ off a post¬ 
card, a remark); out or ~, expel, 
dismiss, reject, (person); firing-party, 
-squad, squad detailed to ~ volleys at a 
military funeral or carry out a military 
execution; firing-step (on which soldier in 
trench stands to ~). [f. prec. ] 

fir'er, n. In vbl senses; esp. single etc. —, 
gun that fires once etc. without reloading. 
[-ER1] 

firkin, n. Small cask for liquids, butter, 
fish, etc.; (as measure) half of kilderkin. 
[15th c. ferdekyn prob. f. MDu (vierde 
fourth, -kin)] 

fffm1, n. Partners carrying on business 
(II long ~, set of swindlers who obtain 
goods Sc do not pay), [in 16th, 18th e. 
signature, style, f. Sp. & It. f. Rom. *firma 
(L firmare confirm); cf. farm1] 

fi?m2, a., adv., & v.t. & i. 1. Of solid or 
compact structure; fixed, stable; steady, 
not shaking; established, immutable, (of 
offer etc.) not liable to cancellation after 
acceptance; steadfast, unflinching, reso¬ 
lute; constant to; (Commerc., of prices, 
goods) maintaining their level or value; 
hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'nf,ss n. 2. adv. ~ly 
(stand ~, hold ~ to). 3. vb. Solidify (t. & 
i.), compact, (soil after planting etc., 
cheese); fix ~ly (plants in soil). [ME, f. 
OF ferrne f. L firmus] 

ffrm'ament, n. Vault of heaven with its 
clouds & stars. Hence ~al (-Sn-) a. [ME, 
in med. L senses of L firmamentum (firmare 
as prec., -ment)] 

fiTm'an, n. Oriental sovereign’s edict, 
grant, licence, passport, [f. Pers. ferman] 

fu’st, a., n., & adv. 1. Earliest in time or 
order (at ~ sight, view, or blush, prima 
facie; cause1; come in ~, win race; 
shall doit~ thing, colloq., before anything 
else; in the ~ place, to begin with; the two 
etc. ~, the ~ two etc., lit., or = the ~ & 
second etc.; often further defined, as the 
~ man you meet, was the ~ to do it); fore¬ 
most in position, rank, or importance 
(head etc. ~, with the head etc. in front; 
the ~ men in the country; || Lord of the 
treasury ; || F~ Lord of the Admiralty, 
parliamentary chief of Navy; II Sea 
Lord, professional chief of Navy); coming 
next after a specified or implied time 
(shall take the ~ train; the ~ cuckoo); (with 
the) even one (he doesn’t know the ~ thing 
about it); unsupported by others, suffici¬ 
ent by itself, (obeyed at her ~ word); basic 
or self-evident (~ principles). 2. ~ aid, 
help given to hurt person before doctor 
comes; ~-6orn, eldest (child); ~-chop5; 
~ class, set of persons or things grouped 
together as better than others, || best 
accommodation in railway train etc., 
II highest division in examination list, 
place in this; ~-c/ass, (adj.) belonging to 
the ~ class, of best quality, very good, 
(adv.) || by the ~ class (travels ~-class); 
~ coat, ~ layer of paint; ~ cost, cost 
not including profit; ~-day, Sunday; ~ 
floor, || the one above ground-floor, 
‘ground-floor; || ~-/oo( (Sc.), ~ person to 
cross threshold in the New Year (also as 
vb); ~ form, lowest class in schools; ~- 
-fniit (usu. pi.),~ products of agriculture 
for the season esp. as offered to God, ~ 
results of work etc., (hist.) payment to 
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some superior by new holder of office; ~- 
-hand, direct,without intermediate agency 
(at ~ hand, directly); ~ name, Christian 
name; ~-night(er), (habitual frequenter 
of) ~ performance of plays; offender 
(against whom no previous conviction is 
recorded); ~-rate, of the highest class (the 
~-m(e Powers, great States of —rate 
importance), excellent, very well, (a ~- 
-rate machine, feeling —rate), (as n., Naut.) 
line-of-battleship of the old type, three- 
-decker(hist.); ~ violin, one of the players 
taking the uppermost string part in 
orchestral music, the leader of such 
players, the leader of a string quartet. 
3. n. The~, person or things mentioned; 
from the ~, from the beginning; from ~ to 
last, throughout; at ~, at the beginning; 
= ~ day of June etc.; || the F~ (of Sep¬ 
tember, when partridge-shooting begins); 
(Commerc.) ~ of exchange, ~ of set of bills 
of even tenor & date; place in ~ class in 
examination, person who takes this; ~ 
place in race, winner of it; (pi.) best quality 
of flour, butter, etc. 4. adv. Before any¬ 
one or anything else (often ~ of all, ~ (fr 
foremost; ~ come ~ served; ~ & last, tak¬ 
ing one thing with another, on the whole; 
~ or last, sooner or later); before some 
specified or implied event, time, etc. 
(must get this done ~); in preference, 
rather, (will see him damned ~); for the 
~ time (when did you see him ~ ?). [OE 
fyrst, OS, OHG furist, ON fyrstr f. Gmc 
*furist-, superl. f. *fur-, *for-; see fore, 

former, etc.] 
ffrst'ling, n. (usu. pi.). First result of 
anything, first-fruits; first offspring, first 
born of season, [-ling1] 

ffr'st'ly, adv. In the first place, first, (only 
in enumerating topics; & many writers 
still prefer first). [-LY2] 

firth, frith, n. Arm of sea; estuary. [15 c. 
Sc., f. ON fjgrthr fjord] 

fisc, fisk, n. Treasury of ancient Rome, 
Roman emperor’s privy-purse; (rare) 
State treasury, exchequer, [f. fi flscus] 

fis'eal, a. & n. 1. Of public revenue (*~ 
year, financial year). 2. n. Legal official 
in some foreign countries; (Sc.) = pro¬ 

curator ~. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. F, or L 
fiscalis (prec., -al)] 

fish1, n. (pi. often fish). 1. (Pop.) animal 
living in the water, (strictly) vertebrate 
cold-blooded animal having gills through¬ 
out life & limbs (if any) modified into 
fins, (pretty kettle of ~, confusion, muddle; 
~ out of water, person out of his element; 
drunk, dull, mute, as a ~; drink like a ~, 
excessively; feed the —es, be drowned, be 
seasick; all’s ~ that comes to his net, he 
takes all he can get; there’s as good ~ 
in the sea as ever came out of it, no fear 
of scarcity; flat, flying, gold, jelly, 

shell1, sun, sword, etc., —); person 
who is angled for; (colloq.) person of 
specified kind (cool, loose, queer, etc., ~); 
the flesh of ~ (~, flesh, & fowl; neither ~, 

fission 

flesh, nor good red herring, thing of inde¬ 
finite character; other ~ to fry, more im¬ 
portant business to attend to); the F~ or 
F~es, zodiac constellation. 2. ~-carver, 
knife for serving ~ ; ~-globe, for keeping 
gold~ etc. in; ~-glue, isinglass; ~-hook, 
used for catching ~, (Naut.) part of 
anchor-raising tackle; <—kettle, oval pan 
for boiling ~; —knife, of silver etc. for 
eating ~ ; monger, dealer in ~ ; .—pond, 
in which ~ are kept, (joc.) the sea; —pot, 
wicker trap for eels, lobsters, etc.; —slice, 
carving-knife for ~, cook’s implement for 
turning or taking out ~; —sound, ~’s 
swimming-bladder; —tail, shaped like 
~’s tail (of jet of gas, whence —tail 
burner), ~-tail wind in rifle shooting, 
one blowing down range & varying in 
direction; ~-torpedo shaped like ~ & with 
automatic propulsion; ~'wife, woman 
selling Hence ~'let, || ~'monger, nn. 
[OE fisc, OS, OHG fisk, ON flskr, Goth. 
fisks f. Gmc *fiskaz cogn. w. L piscis] 

fish2, v.i. & t. Try to catch fish (~ in 
troubled waters, make one’s profit out 
of disturbances), whence ~'ery(2, 3) n.; 
search for something in or under water; 
seek by indirect means for (secrets, com¬ 
pliments, etc.), whence ~'ing2 a.; (rare) 
try to catch (fish) or get (coral etc.) from 
below water; draw out of water, pocket, 
etc., draw out; (Naut.)~ the anchor, draw 
flukes up to gunwale; try to catch fish in 
(pool etc.; ~ out, exhaust the fish in), 
whence ~'able a.; get (fact, opinion, 
secret) oxd; ~ing-rod, long tapering usu. 
jointed rod to which ~ing-line is attached. 
[OE fiscian f. Gmc *fiskdjan (prec.)] 

fish3, n., & v.t. 1. (Naut.) piece of wood, 
convex & concave, used to strengthen 
mast etc.; flat plate of iron, wood, etc. 
strengthening beam or joint (so <■—plate, 
one of two holding rails together). 2. v.t. 
Mend or strengthen (spar etc.), join (rails) 
with ~. [(n. f. vb) 17th c. f. F ftcher fix f. 
Rom. *figicare f. L flgere] 

fish1, n. Piece of ivory etc. used as counter 
in games, [f. F fiche f. ftcher (prec.)] 

fish'er, n. Fisherman (arch.; ~ of men, 
evangelist, see Matt. iv. 19); fishing 
animal; ~rom, man who lives by fishing, 
angler, fishing-boat. [OE fiscere (fish1, 

-er1)] 
fish'ly, a. Abounding in fish; like fish’s 
(~jy eye, dull, vacant-looking); smelling or 
tasting like fish; consisting of fish (a ~y 
repast)-, (si.) of dubious character, ques¬ 
tionable. Hence ~il.Y2 adv., ~Lness n. 
[-Y2] 

fisk. See fisc. 
fissi-, fisso-, comb, forms of L fissus see 
fissure, as fissiddc'tyl with digits divided, 
fissip'arous reproducing by fission, 

fiss'ile, a. Cleavable, tending to split. 
Hence fissil'iTY n. [f. L fissilis (fissure, 

-it)] 
fi'ssion (-shn), n. 1. (biol.). Division of 

cell etc. into new cells etc. as mode of 
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reproduction. 2. (phys.). Splitting of 
atomic nuclei (~ bomb, atom bomb). Hence 
~able (-sho-) a. [f. L fissio (foil., -ion)] 

fi'ssure (-slier), n., & v.t. & i. Cleft made 
by splitting or separation of parts; (Bot., 
Anat.) narrow opening in organ etc., 
esp. depression between convolutions of 
brain; cleavage; (vb) split (t. & i.). [ME, 
f. OF, or L fissura (findere fiss- cleave, 
-URE)] 

fist, n., & v.t. 1. Clenched hand, esp. as 
used in boxing (~ law, the right of the 
strongest); (joc.) hand (give its your ~, 
shake hands), handwriting (writes a good 
— ; I know his ~); hand1 over ~. 2. v.t. 
Strike with (Naut.) handle (sail, oar, 
etc.). Hence -~'ed2 a. [OE fust, MLG, 
OHG fust f. WG *fusti] 

fis'tic(ai), aa. (joc.). Pugilistic, [-ical] 
fis'ticuffs, n. pi. Fighting with the fists. 

[c. 1600, f. fisty + CUFF2] 
fis'tulla, n. Long pipe-like ulcer with 

narrow mouth; natural pipe or spout in 
whales, insects, etc. Hence ~ar1, ~ous, 
aa. [L fistula pipe, flute; earlier fystel etc. 
f. OF] 

fit1, fvtte, n. (arch.). Section of a poem. 
[OE 'fill. orig. unkn.] 

fit2, n. Paroxysm of periodic ailment, 
sudden transitory attack of some illness; 
sudden seizure, with loss of consciousness 
or convulsions, of hysteria, apoplexy, 
fainting, paralysis, or epilepsy (give one 
a ~, surprise or outrage him; beat one 
into, give one, -~s, defeat him easily); 
sudden transitory state (a ~ of energy, 
idleness, devotion, indifference, etc. .whence 
~'ful a., ~'fulLY2 adv., ~'fulNESS n.; 
by —s (& starts), spasmodically); caprice, 
mood, (when the ~ was on him). fME fit 
position of danger, perh. = OE flit (onee) ( 
conflict; orig. unkn. ] 

fit3, a. (-tt-). Well adapted or suited (for 
some purpose or status or to do or be; 
survival of the —test); good enough for (a 
dinner — for a king); becoming, proper, 
right, (it is — that; see or think — to, decide 
to); qualified, competent, worthy, to do 
(not — to hold a candle to); in suitable con¬ 
dition, ready, to do or for (also vulg. as 
adv., crying — to burst himself)-, angry, 
troubled, or exhausted enough to (do 
something violent, sink to the ground, 
etc.); in good athletic condition or health 
(~ as a fiddle). Hence ~'ly2 adv. [c. 
1440, of unkn. orig.] 

fit4, v.t. & i. (-tt-), & n. 1. Be in harmony 
with, become, befit; be of right measure, 
shape, & size for (esp. of dress; often abs., 
as the cap 1 —s); fill up, exactly correspond 
to, (receptacle, fellow, etc., or abs.; 
often in, into, in with), make to do this; 
make suitable, adapt, for, to with n. 
or inf.; make competent for or to; ~ on, 
try on (garment); supply, furnish, (ship 
etc., rarely person) with; — out, up, equip ; 
hence ~t'ER2 n., esp.: (Tailoring and 
Dressmaking) one who supervises cut¬ 

ting, ~ting, altering, etc., of garments; 
mechanic who ~s (up) all kinds of machi¬ 
nery. 2. n. Adaptation, adjustment, style 
in which garment ~s (a tight, bad, excel¬ 
lent, ~); —-out, equipment. [16th c., 
perh. f. prec.] 

fitch, n. (Brush made of) polecat’s hair. 
[16th c. = polecat, f. foil, or its MDu. 
source ] 

fitch'ew (-do), n. Foumart, polecat. [14th 
c., f. OF fichau, also fissel, f. MDu. fisse, 
vitche ] 

fit'ment.n. Piece of fixed furniture, [fit4, 
-MENT ] 

fit'ness, d. Being fit; moral worthiness; 
propriety (the — of things, what is right 
or appropriate), [-ness] 

fitt'ingl, n. In vbl senses; esp.: (usu. pi.) 
fixture(s), apparatus, furniture; (Engin.) 
—-shop, place where parts are put to¬ 
gether. [-ING 1 ] 

fitt'ing2, a. In vbl senses; esp. becoming, 
proper, right, whence ~ly2 adv. [-ing2] 

fit-up, n. (Theatr. colloq). Temporary or 
portable stage and stage-fittings; ~ (com¬ 
pany), minor travelling theatrical troupe 
carrying makeshift scenery, [fit4] 

five, a. & n. One more than four, 5, v, V, 
(,twenty—, ~-tfk-twenty; — o’clock; How 
old are you ?—F-); the number ~ (twice 
— is ten); set of ~ things; card, die, or 
domino with ~ pips; (also fiv'ER1 n.) 
hit at cricket for ~ runs, || £5 note; bunch 
of —s, hand; (pi.) gloves, shoes, etc., of 
fifth size; (pi.) the ~-per-cents (colloq.); 
—day week (having ~ woi'king days); 
--finger exercise, on piano for exercising 
all fingers, keeping them on same ~ notes 
all the time; finger, kinds of plant (as 
cinquefoil, oxlip), also starfish ; || —-line(d) 
whip, urgent summons to attend in House 
of Parliament (now disused); ~-o’clock 
tea, light afternoon meal; —’’penny (also 
pr. fip-), costing, rated at, 5d; |] —per- 
-cents, stock or shares paying 5% ; year 
plan (for the economic development of 
Russia in 5 years, inaugurated in 1928, 
later of other countries & repeated in 
Russia). Hence —'fold (-vf-) a. & adv. 
[OE, OS fif, OHG fimf, ON fimm, Goth. 
fimf f. Gmc *flmfi cogn. w. L quinque, Gk 
penle] 

fives (-vz), n. Ball-game played with hands 
or bat in court with two, three, or four 
walls, [pi. of five used as sing.; signifi¬ 
cance unknown] 

fix1, v.t. & i. Make firm or stable, fasten, 
secure, implant (principles, memory, etc.) 
(in, on, to, etc.); direct steadily, set, (eyes, 
gaze, affection, attention) on or upon; (of 
object) attract & hold (attention, eyes, 
etc.); make (eyes, features), or become, 
rigid; deprive of, lose, volatility or 
fluidity, congeal (t. & i.); make (colour, 
photographic image) fast, whence 
er ‘(2) n.; single out (person) with one’s 
eyes etc.; place definitely or perma¬ 
nently, station, establish; take up one’s 
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position; settle one’s choice, decide, 
(up)on; assign precise position of; refer 
(thing, person) to definite place or time; 
determine incidence of (liability etc.); 
settle, determine, specify, (price, date, 
place); arrest changes or development 
in (language, literature); mend, repair; 
*(freq. up) arrange, organize, prepare; 
^ed focus (Photog.), best position of lens 
for general snapshot work. [ME; ult. 
f. L fixus p.p. of figcre fix; partly thr. obs. 
fix a. (OF fix), & med. L fixarc] 

fix2, n. Dilemma, position hard to escape 
from; finding position, position found, by 
bearings or astronomical observations 
(radio ~, position of aircraft, ship, etc., 
found by radio), [f. prec.] 

fixa'tion, n. Fixing, being fixed; process 
of rendering solid, coagulation; process 
of combining a gas with a solid; (Psycho- 
-anal.) arrested mental development, [f. 
med. L fixalio (fixarc Bee fix1, -ation)] 

fix'ative, a. & n. Tending to fix; (n.) 
substance used to fix colours or drawings. 
[-ATIVE ] 

fix'ature, n. Gummy preparation for 
fixing the hair, [as prec., -ure] 

fixed (-kst), a. In vbl senses, esp.: ~ idea, 
one tending to become a monomania; ~ 
acid or oil, one not evaporable without 
decomposition ; ~ point, where policeman 
is permanently stationed; ~ star, one 
seeming to keep same relative position 
to others (opp. planet); ~ capital2; ~ 
property, land & houses, [-ed1] 

fix'edly, adv. In fixed manner; esp. (of 
looking) intently. [-LY2] 

fix'edness, n. Fixed state, immobility, 
permanence, steadfastness, [-ness] 

♦fix'ings (-z), n. pi. Apparatus, equip¬ 
ment ; trimming of dress or dish, adjuncts. 
[-ING1] 

fix'ity, n. Fixed state; (Phys.) property 
of enduring heat without being volatilized 
or losing weight; stability, permanence, 
[f. L fixus see fix 1 + -ity ] 

fix'ture, n. Thing fixed or fastened in 
position; (Law; pi.) articles of a personal 
nature annexed to house or land; person 
or thing confined to or established in one 
place (chiefly in prod., as seems to be a~); 
(Athlet. etc.) (date appointed for) meet, 
race, etc. [changed f. obs. fixure f. LL 
fixura (figere fix-, -URE)] 

fiz'gig (-g-), n. & a. Giddy flirtatious 
young woman; kind of small firework, 
cracker; (adj.) flighty, [prob. f. fizz +gig 
(obs. = flighty girl)] 

fizz, v.i., & n. (Make) hissing or splutter¬ 
ing sound, whence ~'Y2 a.; (si.) cham¬ 
pagne. [imit. ] 

fiz'zle, v.i., & n. Hiss or splutter feebly 
(n., this sound); ~ out, come to lame 
conclusion; (n.) fiasco, [f. as prec. 
+ -le(3)] 

flafob'ergast (-gah-), v.t. Dumbfound, so 
astonish as to incapacitate, [from 1722; 
perh. f. flabby, aghast) 

flabb'ly, a. Hanging down, flaccid, limp, 
(usu. of flesh); nerveless, feeble, (of lan¬ 
guage or character). Hence ~iness n. 
[alt. f. earlier floppy (flap, -y2)J 

flabell'ate, flabell'iform, aa. (hot. & 
zool.). Fan-shaped, [f. L ftabellum fan 
(flare blow)+ -ate2, -form] 

flae'eid (-ks-), a. Hanging loose or 
wrinkled, limp, flabby, (usu. of flesh); re¬ 
laxed, drooping; wanting vigour, feeble. 
Hence flaccid'lTY n. [f. F flaccule or L 
flaccidus (flaccus flabby) ] 

flag1, n. Kinds of plant with bladed leaf 
growing on moist ground, esp. various 
species of iris; ~s or ~ collect., kinds of 
coarse grass; long slender blade of a plant. 
Hence ~g'Y2 (-g-) a. [ME; cf. Du. flag, 
Da. fteeg) 

flag2, n., & v.t. (-gg-). (Also ~'sfewe) flat 
slab of rock for paving, (pi.) pavement 
made of these, also ~g'lNa1(6) (-g-) n.; 
(vb) pave with ~s. [15th c. sod, cf. Icel. 
flag spot whence sod has been cut out, 
ON flaga slab of stone; cf. flaw1] 

flag3, n. (Also ~-feather) quill-feather of 
bird’s wing. [perh. f. obs. flag drooping 
f. OF flac f. L flaccus flabby] 

flag4, n., & v.t. (-gg-). 1. Piece of bunting 
or other stuff, usu. oblong or square, 
attached by one edge to staff or halyard 
& used as standard, ensign, or signal 
(black ~, pirate’s ensign, also ~ hoisted 
outside prison to announce execution of 
criminal; white ~, ~ of truce, ~ disclaim¬ 
ing hostile intention; yellow ~, displayed 
by ship with infectious disease on board, 
hospital ship, or ship in quarantine; ~ of 
convenience, foreign ~ under which a ship 
is registered to avoid taxation etc. at 
home; ~ of truce, white, indicating desire 
to parley; dip 1 ~; hoist the ~, as claim to 
discovered territory; lower or strike one’s 
~, take it down as salute or sign of sur¬ 
render); (Naut.) ~ carried by ~ship as 
emblem of admiral’s rank afloat (hoist, 
strike, one’s ~, assume, relinquish, com¬ 
mand); tail of setter or Newfoundland 
dog; ~-&oaf, serving as mark in aquatic 
matches; II ^-captain, captain of~ship; 
~-day II (on which money is raised for a 
cause by sale to passers-by etc. of ~s to 
be worn as evidence of having given); 
*F~ Day, June 14, anniversary of the 
adoption of the Stars and Stripes in 
1777; ~-lieutenant, admiral’s A.D.C.; 
II —list, roll of ~-officers, i.e. admirals, 
vice-admirals, or rear-admirals; man, 
signaller at races etc.; ~-rank (of ~- 
-officers); ~'ship, having admiral on board; 

staff, pole on which ~ is hung; — 
•station, where trains stop only if signalled; 
<—wagging (si.), signalling; <■—waver, 
agitator. 2. v.t. Place ~ on or over; mark 
out with ~s; inform (person), communi¬ 
cate (information, that), by —signals, 
[orig. unkn.; perh. as flag3, flag5; earli¬ 
est in E (15th-16th c.) whence perh. in 
other Teut. langg. ] 
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flag6, y.i. (-gg-)• Hang down, flap loosely; 
droop, fade, become limp: lag, lose 
vigour, grow languid; fall off in interest. 
[15 c., rel. to obs. flag (flag3)] 

flagell'ant (also flaj1), n. & a. (One) who 
scourges himself; given to flogging, [f. L 
flapellare (FLAGELLUM), -ant] 

fla'gelllate1, v.t. Scourge. Hence or cogn. 
~a'tion, -^atoR, nn., ~atORY a. [as prec., 
-ATE 3] 

flagell'lum, n. (pi. ~a). (Bot.) runner, 
creeping shoot; (Zool. Biol.) lashlike 
appendage. Hence fla'gellate2 [-ate2], 

~iroRM, aa. [L, = whip] 
flageolet'1 (-jol-; also fl&j-), n. Small 
flute blown at end. [F, dim. of OF 
flag(e)ol of unkn. orig. ] 

flageolet'2 (-jol-; also -la), n. Kind of 
kidney-bean. [F, = fageolet dim. of 
fageol f. L faseolus ] 

flagi'tious (-shus), a. Deeply criminal, 
atrocious, heinous, villainous. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n., (-shus-). [ME, f. L 
flagitiosus (flagitium crime, -OUS)] 

flag'on, n. Large vessel usu. with handle, 
spout, & lid, to hold liquor for table; 
similar vessel for Eucharist; (Wine- 
-trade) flattened globular glass bottle 
holding nearly two bottles. [ME flakon 
f. OF flacon (flask, -oon)] 

flag'rant, a. Glaring, notorious, scanda¬ 
lous, (of offence or offender). Hence or 
cogn. flag' rANCY n., ~ly2 adv. [f. L 
flagrare blaze, -ant ] 

flail, n. Hand threshing-implement, wood¬ 
en staff at end of which a short heavy 
stick hangs swinging. [OE *flegil, OS 
flegil, OHG flegel, WG f. L flagellum) 

flair, n. Selective instinct for what is 
excellent, paying, etc. [F (flairer to smell 
f. Rom. *flagrare = fragrare see frag¬ 

rant) ] 

flak, n. (German) anti-aircraft fire; ~ ship, 
German anti-aircraft vessel, [abbr. of 
.FZiegerabwehrfcanone ] 

flake1, n. Rack for storing oatcake etc.; 
stage for drying fish etc. [ME fleke f. ON 
flake, fleke hurdle] 

flake2, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Light fleecy tuft, 
esp. of snow; portion of ignited matter 
thrown off; thin broad piece peeled off, 
chiplike piece (corn, wheat, ~); natural 
division of fish’s flesh; layer; carnation 
with striped petals; ~-white, pigment 
made from white-lead in ~s; hence 
flak'Y2 a. 2. vb. Fall like, sprinkle as 
with, snow; take, come, away or off 
in ~s. [ME, orig. unkn.; cf. ON flakna 
flake off ] 

flam, n. Sham story, trick, deception. 
[17th c., goes with earlier flim-flam] 

flam'beau ( bo), n. (pi. -s or -x, pr. -z). 
Torch, esp. of several thick waxed wicks. 
[F, f. flambe flame1 (= med. L flam- 
bellum) ] 

flamboy'ant, a. & n. 1. Marked by wavy 
flamelike lines (of French 15th & 16th c. 
Archit.); floridly decorated; gorgeously 

coloured; ostentatious, showy. 2. n. 
Kinds of flame-coloured flower. [F, 
part, of flamboyer (flambe flame ') ] 

flame1, n. (Portion of) ignited gas (the~s, 
fire, esp. as consuming); visible com¬ 
bustion (in ~s; burst into ~ or ~s); bright 
light, brilliant colouring; passion, esp. 
of love (fan the ~, make it more intense); 
(joc.) sweetheart (an old~ of mine)', kinds 
of moth; ~-projector or -thrower, = flam- 

menwerfer. Hence ~'less (-ml-) (poet.), 
flam'Y2, aa. [ME flame, flaum(b)e f. OF 
flame (f. L flarnma) & flambe (f. L flam- 
mula dim. of flarnma)] 

flame2, v.i. & t. Emit flames, blaze, (often 
away, forth, out, up); (of passion) burst 
out; (of persons, break out, blaze up, 
into anger; shine, gleam, (~ up, blush 
violently); move like flame; send (signal) 
by fire; subject to action of flame (steri¬ 
lized by flaming). [ME flam(b)e f. OF 
flam(b)er (prec.)] 

flam'en,n.(Rom. Ant.). Agod’spriest. [L] 
flam'ing, a. In vbl senses ; esp.; very hot 
(a ~ sun); bright-coloured; exaggerated, 
over-laudatory (a ~ description)-, ~ onions, 
anti-aircraft projectile resembling a chain 
of fire-balls. [-ING2] 

flaming'o (-ngg-), n. (pi. ~cs). Tall long- 
-necked web-footed (sub)tropical bird 
with pink, scarlet, & black plumage. 
[Port, (-engo) perh. f. Rom. flama flame + 
-enc — -ing3] 

flamm'able, a. (Rare, & chiefly in non- 
~, for) inflammable. 

flamm'envoerfer (-vai-fer), n. Machine 
spouting liquid fire in war. [G, - flame- 
-thrower] 

flan, n. Pastry spread with jam, conserves, 
etc. [F ] 

flanevie (flah'nre), flaneur (flah'ndt), nn. 
Idling, idler. [F] 

flange(-j), n.,& v.t. 1. Projecting flat rim, 
collar, or rib. 2. v.t. Provide with 
[orig. uncert.; w. obs. flanch perh. rel. to 
OF flanchir (see flank), flangir bend] 

flank, n., & v.t. 1. Fleshy part of side 
between ribs & hip; side of building, 
mountain, etc.; right or left side of army 
or body of troops (in ~, at the side; 
turn 1 of). 2. v.t. Guard or strengthen 
on the ~, menace ~ of, take in ~, 
enfilade, rake; be posted or situated at ~ 
of; march past ~ of; out~. [ME, f. OF 
ftanc (flanche) f. Gallo-Rom. *flancum 
(-ca) f. OFrank. hlanca side] 

flank'er, n. Fortification guarding or men¬ 
acing flank; (Mil., usu. pi.) flank skirmi- 
sher(s); thing that flanks anything [-Eli1] 

fiann'el, n. & a. 1. Woven woollen stuff, 
usu. without nap (pi., kinds of this, ~ 
goods); (pi.) underclothing of ~, ~ ban¬ 
dages, garments esp. trousers of ~ whence 
~1ed2 (-Id) a.; piece of ~ used in washing 
person or cleaning floor, whence flann'el 
(-11-) v.t.; hence ~ette' (2) n., ~1y2 a. 
2. adj. Made of ~. [perh. f. W gwlanen 
(gwlan wool)] 



flap 461 flat 

flap, v.t. & i. (-pp-), & n. 1. Strike with 
something broad, drive (flies etc.) away or 
off', (of birds) strike (something) with flat 
of wing; swing or sway about, flutter, 
oscillate; move (t. & i. of wings) up & 
down; beat the wings. 2. n. Light blow 
with something broad; motion of wing 
etc.; (colloq.) state of excitement (be in, 
get into, a ~); broad hanging piece hinged 
or attached by one side only, e.g. trap¬ 
door, pocket-cover, hat-brim, table-leaf, 
valve, fish’s gill-cover, piece of skin left in 
amputations; open mushroom-top (cf. 
button). [ME, imit. ] 

flapdoo'dle, n. Nonsense, bunkum, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

flap'jack, n. Small cake of flour fried in 
grease; flat vanity case for face-powder. 
[FLAP 4- JACK1] 

flapp'er n. Flat fly-killing instrument; 
bird-scaring clapper; young wild-duck or 
partridge; (si.) girl in late teens; hinged 
or hanging piece, flap; broad fin; crusta¬ 
cean’s tail; (si.) hand; (w. ref. to Lapu- 
tans) person, thing, that jogs one’s 
memory or wits. [-ER1] 

flare, v.t. & i., & n. 1. (Cause to) bulge 
gradually upwards (of ship’s sides); 
spread outwards gradually (as the sides 
of a ship, a woman’s skirt, etc.); blaze 
with bright unsteady flame, glow as with 
flame, (often about, away, out', part., 
gaudy, over-conspicuous); ~ up, burst 
into sudden blaze or anger. 2. n. Dazzling 
irregular light, unshaded flame in open 
air; sudden outburst of flame; signal 
light used at sea; bright light used as 
signal; container of combustible material, 
dropped from aircraft to illuminate 
target area etc.; —path, area illuminated 
to enable aircraft to land or take off; 
ostentation; upward bulge in ship’s sides; 
gradual widening (esp. of a skirt); ~-up, 
sudden breaking into flame, short brilliant 
popularity or display, burst of anger, 
uproarious merrymaking, [orig. unkn.] 

flash1, v.i. & t. Break suddenly into 
flame, give out flame or sparks, (~ in the 
pan, fail after showy start, like priming 
of old guns); emit or reflect light, gleam; 
send, reflect, (something) like a flash or in 
flashes (eyes ~ fire, ~ back defiance); burst 
suddenly into view or perception (~ed 
upon me that —); move swiftly; ~ up or 
out, show sudden passion; cause to gleam 
(~ed his sword-, had a torch ~ed in my 
face); send by telegraph (news was ~ed 
over England)-, (Glass-making) spread out 
(t. & i.) into a sheet, cover (plain glass) 
with coloured film; (of water) rush along, 
rise & flow, fill or flood (stream etc.) with 
water; ~-board, for sending more water 
from mill-dam into mill-race; ~-pipe, 
extra pipe with line of holes for lighting 
high gas-lamp; ~ing-point, temperature 
at which vapour from oil etc. may bo 
ignited, [in 14th c. of the sea etc., of imit. 
orig.; cf. clash, plash] 

flash2, n. Sudden transitory blaze (~ in 
the pan, abortive effort; see prec.), time 
occupied by it, instant, (in a ~); ostenta¬ 
tion ; sudden short access of feeling (a ~ 
of hope)-, (Cinemat.) exposure of a scene, 
recapitulation of an earlier scene (also 
~'i><icft); preparation for colouring spirits; 
rush of water let down weir to take boat 
over shallows, contrivance for producing 
this; (Mil.) coloured patch of cloth as 
distinguishing emblem of division etc.; 
'—light, used for signals & in lighthouses, 
also for photographing by night etc., 
(also) electric torch ; ~-point, (now more 
usu. for) flash 1ing-point, also fig. [f. 
prec. ] 

flash3, a. Gaudy, showy, counterfeit (~ 
notes, money); cant, slang; connected with 
thieves, tramps, etc. [f. prec.] 

flash'ing, n. Strip of metal to obviate 
flooding or soaking at joint of roofing 
etc. [18th c., = obs. flash (16th c.)] 

flash'ly, a. Brilliant but shallow or transi¬ 
tory, cheaply attractive; showy, gaudy; 
given to display. Hence ~1ly2 adv., ~i- 

ness n. [-Y2] 

flask (-ah-), n. (Also powder-~) leather 
or metal case for carrying sportsman’s 
supply of gunpowder; Italian narrow- 
-necked wickered wine or oil bottle; 
traveller’s pocket bottle of metal or (usu. 
leather-covered) glass for wine, spirit, 
etc. [16th c. ‘powder-flask’ f. OF flasque, 
17th c. ‘bottle’ f. It. fiasco f. LL ftasca, 
fiasco; ult. orig. unkn. ] 

fiask'et (-ah-), n. II Long shallow basket 
(arch.); || clothes-basket; small flask, [f. 
OF flasquet (flasque flask, -et1)] 

flat1, n. Storey (now rare); suite of rooms 
on one floor as residence; ‘apartment; 
(Nav.) ship’s compartment on to which 
cabins etc. open (after cabin, wardroom, 
~). [alt. f. obs. jlet — OE flet cogn. w. 
foil.] 

flat2, a. & adv., n., & v.t. (-tt-). 1. Hori¬ 
zontal, level; spread out, lying at full 
length, (fell ~; ~ against the wall; with the 
~ hand)-, even, smooth, unbroken, with¬ 
out projection, (~ tint, uniform); with 
broad level surface & little depth; un¬ 
qualified, plain, downright, (~ denial, 
refusal; ~ nonsense, blasphemy; that’s ~, 

let there be no doubt about it); dull, life¬ 
less, monotonous, (fall ~, prove a failure, 
not win applause; market is, prices are, 
inactive, sluggish); slow-witted; dejected, 
without energy, (~ beer, that has lost 
its effervescence); (Mus.) below the true 
pitch (B, D, etc., ~, a semitone lower than 
B, D, etc.; sings ~); ~ aback (emphat. 
for aback naut. & fig.); ~-boat, vuth ~ 
bottom for transport in shallow water; 
~ candlestick, with broad base & short 
stem for carrying about; ~-fish, family 
including sole, turbot, plaice, etc.; — 
■foot(ed), (having) foot not normally 
arched; ~-iron, for ironing linen etc.; 
~ out, all out, at top speed, using all one’s 
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strength or resources; ~ race, over level 
ground (opp. hurdle-race or steeplechase); 
~ rate (the same in all cases, not pro¬ 
portional etc.); hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness 
n., ~t'EN6 v.t. & i. (~ten out, bring air¬ 
craft parallel with ground), ~t'isii1(2) a., 
,—-'ways, ~'wise, adw. 2. n. What is ~ 
(on, from, the ~, of drawings etc. as 
opposed to sculpture), ~ part of anything 
(the ~ of the hand, with the ~ of his sword); 
level ground, plain, low land, swamp; 
—-bottomed boat; shallow basket; 
(Theatr.) section of scenery mounted on 
frame (join the ~s, transf., make a thing 
into a coherent whole, preserve appear¬ 
ance of a consistent attitude); (si.) duffer, 
dupe; (Mus.) note lowered a semitone 
below natural pitch, sign indicating this 
lowering, sharps <& ~s, black notes on 
piano. 3. v.t. Make ~ (chiefly in manu¬ 
facturing processes; elsewhere —fen). 
[ME, f. ON flair of unkn. orig.] 

flatt'er, v.t. Court, fawn upon; compli¬ 
ment unduly, overpraise; gratify vanity 
of, make feel honoured; inspire with (esp. 
unfounded) hope; please oneself with 
the belief (that); gratify (eye, ear, etc.); 
~ing unction, salve one administers to 
one’3 own conscience or self-esteem 
(Haml. in. iv. 145); (of portrait, painter, 
etc.) exaggerate good looks of. Hence or 
cogn. ~ep.1, flatt'ERY(4, 5), nn., —ingLY2 
adv. [ME ; orig. obsc., ult. rel. to OF JLater 
to smooth] 

flat'ul|ent, a. Generating gas in the ali¬ 
mentary canal; caused by, attended with, 
troubled with, accumulation of such gas; 
inflated, puffed up, windy, pretentious. 
Hence or cogn. —ence, —ency, nn., 
—entLY2 adv. [F (foil., -ulent)] 

flmt'us, n. Wind in stomach or bowels. 
[L, vbl n. (flare blow)] 

flaunt, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Wave (t. & i.) 
proudly; display oneself or one’s finery; 
show off, parade, (oneself, finery, etc.); 
hence —'ingLY2 adv., ~'Y2 a. 2. n. —ing 
motion, [orig. unkn.] 

flaut'ist, n. Flute-player, [f. It. flautista 
(flautov LUTE)] 

flaves'cent, a. Turning yellow, yellowish. 
[f. L flavescere (flams yellow, -escent)] 

fl&v'in, n. Surgical antiseptic, & yellow 
dye, got from dyer’s oak. [L flavus 
yellow, -in] 

flav'5-prot'ein (or -ten), n. One of group 
of conjugated proteins which constitute 
the yellow oxidizable enzymes, [prec., 
PROTEIN ] 

flav'our (-vcr), n., & v.t. 1. Aroma, 
mingled sensation of smell & taste, 
distinctive taste; undefinable character¬ 
istic quality; hence flav'orous, —less, 
—some, (-ver-), aa. 2. v.t. Give — to, 
season; hence ~ing1(3) (-ver-) n. [ME, f. 
OF flaur, fraor, etc. (perh. f. L fragrare 
be fragrant), w. assim. to savour] 

flaw1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Crack, breach, 
rent; imperfection, blemish; (Law) in- 

fledge 

validating defect in document, procedure, 
evidence, etc.; hence—'less a., —'lessLY2 

adv., —'lessNESS n. 2. vb. Crack (t. & i.), 
damage, mar. [ME, perh. f. ON flaga 
Slab Cf. FLAG2, FLAKE2] 

flaw2, n. Squall of wind; short storm. 
[lGthc., prob. f.MDu. vlagke (Du.vlaag), 
MLG vlage] 

II flawn, n. (arch.). Kind of custard. [ME, 
f. OF flaon (now flan) f. LL fladonem 
nom. -o f. OFrank. flado flat cake] 

flax, n. Blue-flowered plant cultivated 
for its textile fibre & its seeds called lin¬ 
seed; (with qualifying word prefixed or 
suffixed) kinds of similar plant, as dwarf, 
toad, —,—dodder; fibres of ~, dressed or 
undressed; cloth of —, linen; —-ZiZj/, 
New Zealand plant of lily family yielding 
a valuable fibre; —-seed, linseed. [OE 
fleex, OS, OHG flahs, f. WG *flahsa] 

flax'en, a. Of flax; (of hair) coloured 
like dressed flax, pale yellowish-brown. 
[-EN6] 

flay, v.t. Strip off skin or hide of; (fig.) 
criticize severely; pillage, plunder, (per¬ 
son) ; peel off (skin, bark, peel); pare off 
(turf); || flint, extortioner, miser. [OE 
flean, MDu, vlae(gh)en, ON fid f. Gmc 
*flahan] 

flea, n. Small wingless jumping insect 
feeding on human & other blood (send 
one away with a — in his ear, discomfited 
by a reproof or repulse); sand-~, water- 
—, small jumping crustaceans; = — 
-beetle; small or contemptible creature; 
~-bag (si.), sleeping-bag; —-&ane, —-iworZ, 
kinds of plant supposed to drive away—s; 
-^-beetle, jumping beetle infesting hops; 
~-bite, lit., & fig. slight inconvenience or 
expense, mere trifle, also small reddish 
spot in animal’s colouration (—bitten, 
sprinkled with these on lighter ground; 
also lit.); circus, a show of performing 
~s; ~-docfe, butterbur; ^-louse, jumping 
plant-louse; —pit (si.), allegedly ver¬ 
minous place of public assembly, e.g. 
cinema. [OE fleali, MDu. vlo, OHG floh, 
ON flo f. Gmc *flauh- or *thlauh- (flee)] 

fleam, n. Lancet for bleeding horses, [f. 
OF flieme f. Rom. *fleutomum f. LL 
flebotomus f. Gk phlebotomon see phle¬ 

botomy ] 

fleche (-ash), n. Slender spire perforated 
with windows, esp. at intersection of nave 
& transept. [F, orig. = arrow] 

fleck, n., & v.t. 1. Spot in the skin, 
freckle; patch of colour or light; small 
particle, speck; hence ~'less a. 2. v.t. 
Mark with ~s, dapple, variegate, [f. ON 
fielder n. flekka vb, or MLG, MDu. vlecke; 
cf. OHG flee, fleccho (G fleck)] 

fleck'er, v.t. Dapple, variegate; scatter 
in patches, [prec.+-er5] 

fled. See flee. 
fledge, v.t. Provide with feathers or plu¬ 
mage, wing for flight, deck with feathers 
or down. Hence ~'less (-jl-) a. [f. obs. 
adj. fledge corresp. to late OE (un)fligge, 
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Ml) 11. vlugge, OHG flucchi t. WG *fluggja 
( *flug- FLY2)] 

fledg(e)'ling (-jl-), n. Young bird; in¬ 
experienced person, [as prec. +-ling1] 

flee, v.i. & t. (ft.id; fly, flying, are now 
usu. substituted for ~ing; is fled, see 
-ed‘(2), or has fled). Run away, seek 
safety in flight, (from, before)-, vanish, 
cease, pass away; run away from, leave 
abruptly; eschew, shun. [OE fleon, OS, 
OHG fliohan, ON ftf!(f)a, Goth, thliuhan 
f. Gmc *thleuhan] 

fleece, n., & v.t. 1. Woolly covering of 
sheep or similar animal (Golden F~, 
Austrian & Spanish order of Knight¬ 
hood) ; quantity of wool shorn from a 
sheep at once; rough, abundant, or woolly 
head of hair; thing like a~, white cloud, 
falling snow, etc.; (Carding) thin sheet 
of cotton or wool fibre; hence (-)fleecED2 
(-est), flee'cv2, aa. 2. v.t. Shear (sheep; 
rare); strip of money, property, etc. (also 
of), whence ~'abie a.; overspread as with 
~ (sky with clouds). [OE fleos, Du., 
MHG vlies, f. WG *fleus-] 

fleer, v.i., & n. 1. Laugh impudently or 
mockingly, gibe, jeer, sneer. 2. 11. Mock¬ 
ing look or speech, [cf. Norw. & Sw. dial. 
flira to grin] 

fleet1, n. Naval armament, number of 
warships under one command-in-chief 
(the ~, the navy); number of ships or 
boats sailing in company; group of air¬ 
craft; ~ of cabs, taxis, etc., those owned 
by one proprietor; II Air Arm, avia¬ 
tion service of Royal Navy. [OE flcot 
ship, shipping (fleotan fleet5) ] 

|| fleet2, n. Creek, inlet; The F~, stream, 
now covered sewer, running into Thames 
E. of F~ Street, also the prison that stood 
near it (F~ marriage, performed by a 
;parson or disreputable clergyman in & 
about the F~ ready to marry clandes¬ 
tinely); F~ Street, (used for) the press, 
London journalism. [OE fleot, MLG flct, 
MDu., LG vliet, MHG vliez,(e), ON fljot 
COgn. W. FLEET6] 

fleet3, a. (poet, or literary). Swift, nimble. 
Hence ~'ly2 adv., ^'ness n. [f. ON 
fljdtr, cogn. w. fleet5] 

|| fleet4, a. & adv. Shallow (of water); at 
or to no great depth (plough or sow ~). 
[perh. repr. OE •fleat, cogn. w. foil.] 

fleet,6 v.i. Glide away, vanish, be tran¬ 
sitory; pass rapidly, slip away; move 
swiftly, fly. Hence ~'ing2 a., ~'ingLY2 

adv. [OE fleotan, OS fliotan, OHG 
fliozan, ON fljota f. Gmc *fleulan, cogn. w. 
FLOAT2] 

Flem'ing, n. Inhabitant of Flanders, [f. 
MDu. Vldming, w. assim. to foil.] 

Flem'ish, a. & n. (Language) of Flanders; 
~bond1. [f.MDu. Vlaemisch(prec., -ISH1)] 

flench, flinch1, flense, v.t. Cut up 
(whale); flat (seal), [f. Da. flense, cf. 
Norw. flinsa flay] 

flesh1, n. 1. Soft substance between the 
skin & the bones, esp. the muscular part 

flew 

of animal bodies (~ & blood, the body or 
its material, mankind, human nature 
with its emotions & infirmities; as adj., 
actually living, not supernatural or 
imaginary; one’s men ~ & blood, near re¬ 
lations, descendants; ~ & fell, the whole 
body; as adv., entirely; one ~, united as 
one personality, see Gen. ii. 24 ; proud ~, 
overgrowth of granulations springing on 
wound; make his ~ creep, frighten or 
horrify him esp. with dread of the super¬ 
natural). 2. Pulpy substance of fruit or 
plant. 3. Plumpness, fat, (lose, put on, ~, 
grow thin, fat); in ~, fat. 4. Tissue of 
animal bodies (excluding fish & sometimes 
fowls) as food, meat, (~-feeding, —eater, 
etc.; neither fish1, ~, nor etc.). 5. Visible 
surface of human body (~-colour, -ed, 
yellowish pink); = ~ & blood above (all 
~, whatever has bodily life; the way of all 
~, the experience common to all men; 
in the ~, in bodily form, in life; after the 
~, corporeally). 6. The sensual appetites 
(sins of the ~, unchastity). 7. —brush, 
-glove, for stimulating circulation by 
rubbing; ~-fly, depositing eggs or larvae 
in dead ~; ---pots (w. ref. to Exod. xvi. 
3), high living; ~ side or ~, side of a hide 
that adjoined the~;~ tights, fleshings ; ~ 
tints, esp. painter’s rendering of ~-colour; 
~-wound, one not reaching bone or vital 
organ. Hence ~'less a. [OE fleesc, OS 
flesk, OHG fleisc, ON flesk f. Gmc 
*flaisk- ] 

flesh2, v.t. Incite (hound etc.) by taste of 
blood; initiate in bloodshed; inflame by 
foretaste of success; use sword etc. for 
first time on flesh (or fig. pen, wit, etc.), 
[f. prec. ] 

II flesh'er, n. (Sc.). Butcher, [f. flesh + 
-Ell1] 

flesh'Ings (-z), n. pi. Close flesh-coloured 
garment usu. of silk worn on stage etc. to 
represent natural skin, [flesh \ -ing 1 ] 

flesh'lly, a. Carnal, lascivious, sensual, 
(esp. of appetites etc., rarely of persons); 
mortal, material, not divine or spiritual; 
worldly. Hence ~iness n. [OE fleesclic 
(FLESH1, -LIKE)] 

flesh'ly, a. Plump, fat; of flesh, without 
bone; (of plant or fruit tissue) pulpy; 
like flesh. Hence ~ivESS n. [-Y2] 

fleur-de-lis (fldr'dele'; pi. fleurs- pr. as 
sing.), flow'er-de-luce' (arch. & U.S.), 
n. Iris flower; heraldic lily; (sing, or pi.) 
royal arms of France, French royal 
family, France. [F (first form), = lily 
flower (lis lily); the arch. E form is 
unexpl.] 

fleur'et (-oor-), n. Ornament like small 
flower, [f. F fleurette (/?eur flower, -ette)] 

fleuron (fldrawn'), n. Flower-shaped 
ornament in architecture or printing, on 
coins, etc. [F] 

fleur'y (-oori), fl<5r'y, a. (her.). Decorated 
with fleurs-de-lis. [f. F fieuri, OF flore 
(flour flowek, -y4)] 

flew. See fly2. 



flews (-z), n. pi. Hanging lips of blood¬ 
hound etc. [orig. unkn.J 

flex1, v.t. Bend (in scientific use of bend¬ 
ing limb etc. by flexor, or in Geol. of dis¬ 
torted strata), [f. L flf.cte.re, flex-] 

flex2, n. Flexible insulated wire used for 
conveying electric current, [abbr. of foil. ] 

flexible, a. That will bend without 
breaking, pliable, pliant; easily led, 
manageable; adaptable, versatile; supple, 
complaisant. Hence or cogn. ~bil'ity n., 
~bLY2 adv. [f. OF, or L flexibilis (flex1, 

-IBM)] 
flex'ile, a. Supple, mobile; tractable; 
versatile. Hence flexil'lTY n. [f. L 
flexilis (flex1, -II.)] 

fle'xion (-kshn), n. Bending, curvature, 
bent state, (esp. of limb or joint); bent 
part, curve; (Gram. )=inflexion, whence 
~al, ~less, (-kshon-), aa.; (Math.) = flex- 
ure. [f. L flexio (flex1, -ion)] 

flex'or, n. (Also ~ muscle, tendon) muscle 
that bends a part (opp. extensor), [flex \ 
-OR] 

flex'uose, a. (bot.). Serpentine, undu¬ 
lating. Hence flexuos'o- comb. form, 
[f. L flexuosus (flexus -us a bend see flex l, 

-OSE1)] 

flex' uous, a. Full of bends, winding. 
Hence or cogn. flexuos'iTY (-6s-) n.,~LY2 
adv. [as prec., -ous] 

fle'xure (-ksher), n. Bending, curvature, 
bent state; bend, curve, turn; (Math.) 
curving of line or surface or, in theory of 
elasticity, of surface or solid (~ of a curve, 
its bending to or from a straight line); 
(Geol.) bending of strata under pressure, 
ff. L flexura (flex1, -ure)] 

flibb'ertigibb'et, n. Gossiping, flighty, 
frivolous, or restless person, [imit. of 
chatter] 

flick, n., & v.t. 1. Light sharp blow with 
whiplash etc. shot out and withdrawn, or 
with finger-nail; sudden movement, jerk; 
slight sharp cracking sound; (si.) cinema 
film, (pi.) cinema performance; —knife 
(with blade springing out when button is 
pressed). 2. v.t. Strike with a~ ; dash or 
jerk (dust etc.) away, off; give a ~ with 
(whip, towel, etc.), [imit.] 

flick'er, v.i., & n. 1. Quiver, vibrate, 
wave to and fro, blow lightly & unsteadily, 
(of flags, leaves, serpents’ tongues, wind, 
etc.); (of flame etc., & fig. of hope etc.) 
flash and die away by turns; hence 
~ingLY2 adv. 2. n. ~ing movement or 
light. [OE flicorian imit. ] 

flic-r. See flyer. 

flight1 (-it), n., & v.t. 1. Act or manner of 
flying through air (take one’s or a, wing 
one’s, ~, fly), pursuit of game by hawk; 
migration, migrating body, flock, of 
birds or insects; swift movement of pro¬ 
jectiles etc.; passage of projectilo from 
gun to target; (of time) swift passage; 
soaring, excursion, sally, (of wit, fancy, 
ambition, etc.); distance that bird, air¬ 
craft, or missile, can fly; series (of stairs 

flint 

between two landings, or of hurdles or 
rails for racing over); volley (of arrows 
etc.); in the first ~, taking a leading place; 
oat-chaff; R.A.F. unit consisting of a few 
machines; —deck, for taking-off from, 
and landing on, an aircraft-carrier; ~- 
-feather, -muscle, used in flying; •—lieu¬ 
tenant, -sergeant, see air1 Force. 2. v.t. 
Shoot (wildfowl; also abs.) in ~; vary 
trajectory and pace of (cricket-ball etc.). 
[OE flyht, OS fluht, f. WG *fluhti f. 
*fl.eugan fly2] 

flight2 (-it), n. Running away, hasty re¬ 
treat, absconding, (take, take to, betake 
oneself to, ~, run away; put to ~, rout). 
[OE * flyht, OS, OHG fluid, ON flolti f. 
Gmc *thluhtiz f. *thleuhan flee ] 

flight'ly (-it-), a. Guided by whim or 
fancy, fickle; half-witted, crazy. Hence 
~!ly2 adv., ~!ness n. [flight1 + -y2] 

flimfflam, n. Trifle, nonsense, idle talk; 
piece of humbug, deception. [16th c., 
imit. redupl.; cf. flam & foil. ] 

flim'sly (-z-), a. & n. 1. Easily destroyed, 
frail, slightly put together; paltry, trivial; 
frivolous, superficial; hence ~!ly2 adv., 
~!ness n. 2. n. Banknote(s) (si.); thin 
paper, reporter’s copy. [17th c., goes w. 
prec. & flam ] 

flinch2 (for flinch1 see flench), v.i. Give 
way, draw back, (from duty, course, etc.); 
wince, [f. OF flenchir f. WG (OFrank.) 
*hlankjan; see lank] 

flin'ders (-z), n. pi. Fragments, splinters, 
(break, fly, in ~). [15th c., cf. Norw. 
flindra splinter] 

fling, v.i. & t. (flung), & n. 1. Rush, go 
angrily or violently (~ out of the room; 
flung away in a rage); (of horse etc.) kick 
and plunge (often out), (of person; usu. 
oid) break into invective; throw, hurl, 
(often about, aside, away, by, out, up, at; 
rejected thing, missile, flotsam, dice); 
throw oneself into person’s arms, a boat, 
etc., on person’s compassion etc., or into 
an enterprise (i.e. take it up with all one’s 
might); suddenly spread out (arms), 
kick up (heels); cast (one’s eyes) care¬ 
lessly (up)on; send, emit, (sound, smell, 
light); put (person) suddenly or violently 
into prison; launch (troops etc.) on enemy 
or against fortress or enemy; (of wrestler 
or ridden horse) throw to the ground; ~ 
(fact etc.) in one’s teeth, reproach him 
with it; ~ (door etc.) open or to, open or 
shut violently. 2. n. Throw, cast, (have a 
~ aU make an attempt at, jeer at); im¬ 
petuous dance (esp. Highland ~); violent 
movement, plunge; spell of indulgence in 
impulse (have one’s~). [ME, perh. f. ON 
•flinga, whence flengja flog] 

flint, n. Hard stone of nearly pure silica 
found in pebbly lumps steel-grey within 
& encrusted with white; anything hard 
and unyielding; piece of ~ used with steel 
to produce fire (~ & steel) esp. in ~-lock 
gun; piece of an alloy of rare-earth metals 
used in automatic petrol lighters as the 
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spark-producing element; pebble of ~ 
(ioring water from, a ~, work miracles; 
skin a ~, be miserly or avaricious; set 
one’s face like a ~, be determined); ~- 
-glass, pure lustrous kind orig. made with 
~; '—lock, (lock of) gun discharged by 
spark from ~. Hence flin'tY2 a., flin'ti- 

NESS n. [OE flint, MDu. 'dint, OHG 
flins] 

flip1, v.t. & i. (-pp-), & n. 1. Put (pellet, 
coin) in motion with a fillip; fillip (per¬ 
son’s ear, cheek, etc.), strike lightly; 
make a fillip with fingers; move (fan, 
whip, fishing-fly) about with sudden 
jerk(s); strike smartly at with whip etc. 
2. n. Smart light blow, fillip, flick; (colloq.) 
a (short) flight in an aeroplane, limit. ] 

flip2, n. Beer and spirit mixed, sweetened, 
& heated with hot iron; ego x-~. [perh. f. 
prec. in sense whip up] 

flip-flap, n. Kind of somersault; kind of 
firework, cracker; (in places of amuse¬ 
ment) machine with passenger cars hung 
at ends of long moving arms, limit. ] 

flipp'ant, a. Lacking in gravity, treating 
serious things lightly, disrespectful. 
Hence flipp'ANCY n., ~LY2 adv. [from 
1605, orig. = nimble, voluble, perh. f. 
FLIP1, -ANT] 

flipp'er, n. Limb used to swim with, as in 
turtle & penguin; (si.) hand, [flip 1 + 
-ER1] 

flipp'erty-flopp'erty, a. Loose, dangling. 
flf?t, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Fillip, send with a 
jerk; wave or move briskly (fan, bird’s 
tail); play at courtship (with), pretend to 
make love, whence ~a'tion n., ~a'tious 

(-sluts) a. 2. n. Sudden jerk, quick motion 
quickly checked; man who pays, or usu. 
woman who invites or accepts, attentions 
merely for amusement, whence ~'ish1, 

~'y2, aa. limit.] 
flit, v.i. (-tt-), & n. 1. Migrate, be gone, 
depart; change one’s abode, move; pass 
lightly, softly, or rapidly (often about, by, 
to & fro); fly lightly, make short flights, 
(of birds & esp. bats). 2. n. Change of 
abode. [ME, f. ON flytja cogn. w. fleet6 ] 

flitch, n., & v.t. 1. Side of hog salted and 
cured (~ of Dunmow, there given yearly 
to any couple proving conjugal harmony 
for year and day); square of blubber; 
steak of halibut; II slice (usu. outside one) 
of timber from tree-trunk; —beam (com¬ 
pound, esp. of iron plate between two 
slices of wood). 2. v.t. Cut (log or halibut) 
into ~es. [OE flicce, MLG vli(c)ke, ON 
flikki] 

flitt'er, v.i. Flit about, flutter; —mouse, 
bat. [flit + -ER6 ] 

•flivv'er, n. (si.). Cheap motor-car. [orig. 
unkn.] 

flix, n. Kinds of fur; beaver’s down. [orig. 
unkn.] 

float1, n. || Floating (rare; on lhe~, afloat); 
mass of floating weeds, ice, etc.; raft; cork 
or quill used on fishing-line as indicator; 
cork supporting edge of fishing-net; 

O 
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inflated part supporting fish etc.; hollow 
ball regulating cistern tap ; (Theatr.; sing, 
or pi.) footlights; (also ~-board) one of the 
boards of water-wheel or paddle-wheel; 
kind of low-bodied cart; platform on 
wheels w'ith show used in processions; 
tool for smoothing plaster (—stone, for 
smoothing curved bricks, & cf. foil.); 
single-cut file; passing of weft-threads 
over part of v’arp without being inter¬ 
woven, thread so passed; ~-bridge, of 
rafts; ~-grass, kind of aquatic grass, 
[partly f. OE flot floating state, OE ftota 
ship, & foil.] 

float2, v.i. & t. Rest on surface of liquid; 
(of stranded ship) get afloat; move with 
moving liquid, drift; be suspended freely 
in liquid; move or be suspended in air as 
if buoyed up; hover before eye or mind; 
(Commero., of acceptance) be in circula¬ 
tion, awaiting maturity; (Commerc.) 
bring (company, scheme) into favour, 
launch, (of scheme etc.) be launched; 
cover with liquid, inundate; (of water 
etc.) support, bear along, (buoyant ob¬ 
ject); set afloat; circulate (rumour); 
waft through air; —stone, kinds of light 
stone that ~ (& see prec.). [OE flotian, 
OS floton, ON ftota cogn. w. fleet6; in 
ME infl. by OF floter] 

float'able, a. Capable of floating; (of 
stream) in which rafts etc. can float. 
[-ABLE] 

float'age, n. Floating; II (right of ap¬ 
propriating) flotsam; ships etc. afloat on 
river; floating masses; buoyancy; part 
of ship above water-line, [-age] 

floatation, flot-, n. Floating (centre of~, 
of gravity in floating body); starting of 
company or enterprise. [flot- on anal, of 
quotation etc.; float2, -ation] 

float'er, n. In vbl senses; esp. (St. Exch.) 
government stock certificate, railway 
bond, etc., recognized as security, [-er1] 

float'ing, a. In vbl senses; esp. (Com¬ 
merc. ; of cargo) at sea (~ trade, rates, etc., 
concerned with cargoes at sea); ~ capi¬ 

tal2, debt, rib; fluctuating, variable, 
(the ~ population); ~ anchor = drag2- 

-anchor; ~ dock1; ~ bridge, kinds of 
bridge & ferry, also part of bridge that 
can be swring away on pontoon; ~ kidney, 
abnormal condition in which the kidneys 
are movable; ~ light, lightship, lifebuoy 
with lantern : ~ vote, [-ixg2] 

flocc'ose, a. (bot.). Tufted, [f. LL flocco- 
sus (L floccus flock1, -ose1)] 

flocc'ule, n. >Sma.U portion of matter like 
flock of wool. [f. FLOCCULUS] 

flocc'ulent, -lose, -lous, aa. Like tufts 
of wool; in, showing, tufts. Hence 
flOCC'ulENCE n. [foil., -UI.ENT, -OSE1, -OUS] 

fldcc'ulus, n. (pi. -li).= floccule; (Anat.) 
small lobe in under surface of cerebellum, 
[mod. L, dim. of foil.] 

fUfcc'us, n. (pi. -ci, pr. -bksi). Tuft of 
woolly hairs or filaments. [L, = foil. ] 

fldek *, n. Lock, tuft, of wool, cotton, etc.; 

5R13 
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(pi.) material for quilting & stuffing made 
of wool-refuse or torn-up cloth; (pi. or 
collect sing) powdered wool or cloth for 
making —paper; (Chem.; pi.) light loose 
masses precipitated; ~-6ed, stuffed with 
~s; ~-poper, wallpaper sized & then 
powdered with either all over or in 
patterns. Hence ~'Y2 a. [f. OF floe f. L 
floccus] 

flock2, n., & v.i. 1. Large number of 
people (chiefly in such phrr. as come in 
~s); number of animals of one kind, esp. 
birds, feeding or travelling together; 
number of domestic animals, usu. sheep, 
goats, or geese, kept together (~s & herds, 
sheep & cattle); the Christian body; a 
congregation esp. in relation to its pastor; 
family of children, number of pupils, etc.; 
~-master, sheep-farmer. 2. v.i. Congre¬ 
gate, go in great numbers, troop, (often 
about, after, into, to, in, out, together). [OH 
flocc, MLG vlocke, ON flokkr] 

floe, n. Sheet of floating ibe. [prob. f. 
Norw. flo, ON fid layer] 

flog, v.t. ( -gg-). Beat with birch, cane, whip, 
etc., whence ~g'iNG1(l) (-g-) n.; drive 
(learning, laziness, etc.) into or out of per¬ 
son ; urge (horse etc.) on with whip (~ 
dead horse, waste energy); (si.) defeat, 
excel; (si.) sell; cast fishing-line repeatedly 
over (stream). [17th c. cant; unit., or f. L 
flagellare to whip ] 

II flong, n. Prepared paper for stereo¬ 
typing. [f. F flan flawn ] 

flood (flud), n., & v.t. & i. 1. (Also ~-tide) 
inflow of tide (opp. ebb); (poet.) river, 
stream, sea (~ & field, sea & land); 
irruption of water over land, inundation, 
(the F~, Noah’s F~, that in Genesis), 
whence ~5m'eter n.; outpouring of 
water, torrent, downpour, (~s of rain, a 
~ of tears or words); ~-gate, opened & 
closed to admit or exclude water, esp. 
lower gate of lock, also sluice; •—light, 
copious artificial light projected from 
many directions, eliminating all shadows 
in surface illuminated (so ~-lighting, 
’—-lit). 2. vb. Inundate, cover with a ~ 
(also fig., was ~ed with letters); irrigate: 
deluge (burning house, mine) with water; 
(of rain) fill (river) to overflowing; come 
in great quantities (usu. in); have uterine 
haemorrhage. [OE, OS flod, OHG ft not, 
ON floth, Goth, flodus f. Gmc *flothuz] 

floor (-or), n., & v.t. 1. Lower surface of 
room, (also ~ ing) boards etc, of which 
it is made, bottom of sea, cave, etc.; part 
of House of Parliament where members 
sit and speak (take the~, esp. U.S., speak 
in debate); set of rooms etc. on same level 
in house (II grounds, on ground level, first 

II above this), storey; level area; ~- 
-lamp mounted on metal etc. pillar stand¬ 
ing on ~s •—cloth, substitute for carpet; 
~ show, entertainment presented not od 
stage but on ~ of night-club etc.; *— 
-walker, shopwalker; hence ~'less (-oil-) 
a. 2. vb. Furnish with pave; serve as 

florist 

~ of; bring to the ~ or ground, knock 
down; confound, nonplus; II (at school) 
tell (boy) to sit down as not knowing 
lesson; overcome, get the better of, (~ 
the paper, answer every question in it). 
[OE, ON ft dr, MHG vluor f. Gmc *fldruz] 

floor'er (-or-), n. Knock-down blow; dis¬ 
concerting news or argument; paper or 
question hard to answer. [-ER1] 

flop, v.i. & t. (-pp-), n., int., & adv. 1, 
Sway (intr.) about heavily; walk etc. in 
ungainly way; sit, kneel, lie, down 
awkwardly; throw down negligently or 
noisily; make dull sound of soft body 
falling or of flat thing slapping water; (si., 
of book, play, etc.) fail, collapse; hence 
~p'Y2 a. 2. n. —ping motion, sound 
made by it; (si.) failure (of book, play, 
etc.). 3. int. & adv. With a ~. [var. of 
earlier flap] 

flor'a, n. (pi. -ae, -as). (List of) plants of 
particular region or epoch (cf. fauna). [L 
goddess of flowers (flos -oris flower) ] 

flor'al, a. Of flora(s) (~ zone, tract of 
earth with special vegetable charac¬ 
teristics); of flower(s). [f. L floralis of 
Flora (prec.)] 

Florentine, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of 
Florence in Tuscany (~ iris, white or pale 
blue one); kind of twilled silk. [f. L 
Florentinus (Florentia Florence, -ine ’) ] 

flores'cence, n. Flowering time or state, 
[f. L floresccre (florere bloom, -escent, 
-ENCE)] 

flor'et, n. (Bot.) one of small flowers 
making up a composite flower (~ of the 
disc, the ray, of the flower’s centre or 
circumference); small flower, floweret. 
[17th c., f. L flos -oris +-ET] 

fldr'iate, v.t. Decorate with flower- 
-designs etc. [as foil., -ate3] 

flor'iculture, n. Cultivation of flowers. 
Hence floricul'turAL a., floricul'turisT 
(3) n., (-cher-). [f. L flos -oris flower+ 
CULTURE] 

flo'rid, a. Profusely adorned as with 
flowers, elaborately ornate, (of literary, 
artistic, or musical style); ostentatious, 
showy; ruddy, flushed, high-coloured. 
Hence florld'iTY, ~ness, n., ~ly2 adv. 
[f. VJloride or L floridus (flos flower)] 

Flo'rida, n. State in U.S. (~ water, a per¬ 
fume ; ~ wood, kind used for inlaying), 

florlf'erous, a. (Of seeds or plants) pro¬ 
ducing many flowers, [f. L florifer (flos 
FLOWER, -FEROUS)] 

ftorile'gium, n. (pi. -id). Anthology, 
[transl. into mod. L (L flos flower, legere 
gather) of Gk anthologion anthology] 

flo'rin, n. Foreign coin of gold or silver 
current at different times; (hist.) English 
gold coin (6/8) of Edw. Ill; || current 
English coin (2/-). [ME, f. OF f. It. fiorino 
dim. of fiore f. L florem. nom. flos flower 
(stamped with lily)] 

flor'ist (also fid4), n. One who deals in, 
raises, or studies flowers. [L flos -oris 
flower, -1ST] 
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flor'uit (-db-), n. Period (failing exact 
birtli and death dates) at which a person 
was alive. [L, = he flourished] 

flory. See fleury. 
fios'cular, -lous, aa. Having florets, 
composite-flowered. [f. L flosculus 
(FLOWER, -CULE)] 

floss, n. Rough silk enveloping silk¬ 
worm’s cocoon (~ silk, this used in cheap 
silk goods; candy ~. Hence ~'y2 a. 
[f. F (soie) floche floss (-silk), ult. f. L 
floccus flock 1 ] 

flotation. See floatation. 

fiotill'a, n. Small fleet; fleet of boats or 
small ships. [Sp., dim. of ftota fleet] 

flot'sam, n. Wreckage found floating (cf. 
jetsam); oyster-spawn, [f. AF floteson 
(OF floler = float2)] 

flounce1, v.i., & n. 1. Go with agitated or 
violent motion, flop, plunge, throw the 
body about, (away, out, about, down, up). 
2. n. Fling, jerk, of body or limb. [16th 
c., of unkn. orig.; perh. imit., as bounce, 
■pounce] 

flounce2, n., & v.t. 1. Strip gathered 
& sewn by upper edge round woman’s 
skirt, & with lower edge hanging, as 
ornament. 2. v.t. Trim with ~(s). [alt. 
of ME frounce fold, pleat, f. OF fronce f. 
froncir wrinkle f. WO (OFrank.) *hrunlc- 
jan: cf. FLANK, FLINCH] 

floun'der1, n. A small flat-fish, [late 
ME, f. AF floundre, OF ftondre of Scand. 
orig.; cf. OSwed. flundra] 

floun'der2, v.i., & n. 1. Struggle & plunge 
(as) in mud or wading; make mistakes, 
manage business badly or with difficulty. 
2. n. Piece of ~ing, staggering attempts 
to get on. [imit., perh. assoc, w. founder, 
blunder] 

flour (-owr), n., & v.t. 1. Finer part of 
meal obtained by bolting; wheat meal; 
fine soft powder; —box, tin box for 
dredging ~ ; hence ~'y2 (-owr-) a. 2. v.t. 
Sprinkle with —; “grind into ~. [differ¬ 
ent. sp. of flower in sense finest part] 

flou'rish1 (flu-), v.i. & t. Grow vigor¬ 
ously ; thrive, prosper, be successful; be 
in one’s prime; spend one’s life, be active, 
in, at, about, etc., a certain time (cf. 
floruit) ; use flourishes in handwriting or 
literary work or speech; show ostenta¬ 
tiously; wave (weapon) about; throw 
(limbs) about; prelude fancifully in music 
etc. [ME, f. OF florir (-ish2) f. L ftorere (flos 
flower)] 

flou'rish2 (HQ-), n. 1. Prosperity, vigour, 
(rare; in full ~). 2. Ornament of flowing 
curves about letter or word in hand¬ 
writing ; rhetorical embellishment, florid 
expression; ostentatious waving of 
weapon, hand, etc. 3. (mus.). Fanfare of 
brass instruments, florid passage, ex¬ 
temporized addition or prelude; hence 
~y2 a. [f. prec.] 

flout, v.t. & i. Mock, insult, express con¬ 
tempt for by word or act; scoff at. [from 
ICth c.; perh. var. of flute v.] 

flow (-6), v.i., & n. 1. Glide along as a 
stream; (of blood) circulate; (of persons 
or things) come, go, in numbers; (of talk, 
literary style, etc.) move easily; (of gar¬ 
ment, hair, etc.) hang easily, undulate; 
(Math.; of numbers) increase or diminish 
continuously by infinitesimal quantities; 
gush out, spring; (of blood) be split; re¬ 
sult from-, run full, be in flood (ebb <£- ~; 
swim with theming tide, be on the winning 
side); (of wine) be poured out without 
stint; be plentifully supplied unth (arch.; 
land ~ing with milk & honey). 2. n. —ing 
movement in stream; amount that ~s; 
~ing liquid; (of dress, figure, etc.) un¬ 
dulation; outpouring, stream, copious 
supply; rise of tide (el>b efr ~); over¬ 
flowing of Nile etc.; ~ of spirits, habitual 
cheerfulness; ~ of soul, genial conversa¬ 
tion (as complement to feast of reason). 
[OE ftowan, cogn. w. ON flda, Du. 
vloeijen, f. Gmc *flo- (flood)] 

flow'er (also flow), n., & v.i. & t. 1. 
(Bot.) reproductive organ in plant con¬ 
taining one or more pistils or stamens or 
both, & usu. a corolla & calyx, (pop.) 
coloured (i.e. not green) part of plant 
from which fruit or seed is later de¬ 
veloped, whence ~age(1) n.; (Old Chem.; 
pi.) powder left after sublimation (~s of 
sulphur etc.); scum formed by fermenta¬ 
tion (~s of tan); a blossom apart from the 
plant (A7o~.s, intimation that wrea ths etc. 
are not desired at funeral); ~ing plant; 
(pi.) ornamental phrases (usu. ~s of 
speech often iron.); the pick or choice o/; 
the best part, essence; the choicest em¬ 
bodiment of; state of blooming (in ~), 
prime (in the ~ of his age); —de-luce, see 
fleur-de-lis; —girl, who sells ~s; ~- 
-piece, picture of ~s; ~pot, usu. of red 
earthenware holding soil in which plant 
may be set; —show, competitive or 
other exhibition of ~s; hence (-)~ed2 

(-erd), ~less, aa., ~et1 n. 2. vb. Produce 
~s, bloom or blossom, whence ~ing2 a. 
(~ing fern, osmund); (Gardening) cause 
or allow (plant) to ~; embellish with 
worked ~s or floral design. [ME & OF 
flour, flur, f. L florem nom. flos] 

flow'erer, n. Plant that flowers at speci¬ 
fied time etc. (late, abundant, ~). [-ER1] 

flow'erly, a. Abounding in flowers; full of 
fine words, compliments, figures of speech, 
etc., whence ~Iness (-owr-) n. [-Y2] 

flow'ing (-ol-), n. In vbl senses; also or 
esp.: (of style) fluent, easy; (of lines, 
curves, contour) smoothly continuous, 
not abrupt; (Naut.) with ~ sheet or sail, 
sailing with lee clews eased off when wind 
is nearly across course. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[-ING2] 

flown1 (-on), a. (arch.). Swollen, puilod 
up, (~ with insolence and wine- Milt.), 
[obs. p.p. of FLOW] 

flown2. See fly2. 

fluc'tu|ate, v.i. Move up & down like 
waves (rare); vary irregularly, rise & fall. 



be unstable; vacillate, waver. So ~a'tion 
n. [f. L fluctuare (fluctus -us wave f. 
fluerc flow), -ate 3 ] 

flue1 (flob), n. Kind of fishing-net. [from 
14th c.; cf. MDu. vluwe] 

flue3 (flbb), n. Substance formed by loose 
particles of cotton etc., fluff. Hence ~'Y2 
(-do'i) a. [16th c., cf. Flem. vluwe in same 
sense ] 

flue3 (flob), n. Smoke-duct in chimney; 
channel for conveying heat, esp. hot-air 
passage in wall, tube for heating water in 
some kinds of boiler; <—pipes (mus.), 
organ-pipes other than reed-pipes, [perh. 
rel. to flue5] 

flu(e)4 (flob), n. (colloq.). (Short for) in¬ 
fluenza. 

flue5 (floo), v.i. & t. Splay, make (opening) 
widen inwards or outwards, [f. obs. adj. 
flue splayed, expanded, of obsc. orig. ] 

flu'ency (floo-), n. Smooth easy flow, esp. 
in speech; ready utterance, [f. LL 
fluentia (f. foil.; see -ency ] • 

flu'ent (floo-), a. & n. Flowing (rare in lit. 
sense); ready to flow, liquid, (rare); fluid, 
not settled, liable to change, (rare); (of 
motion, curves, etc.) graceful, easy; (of 
speech or style) copious, coming easily, 
ready; expressing oneself quickly & 
easily; (Math., in fluxions) that flows (n., 
the variable quantity that flows). Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. L fluere flow, see -ent] 

fluff, n., & v.t. 1. Light feathery stuff 
given off by blankets etc.; soft fur; soft 
downy mass or bunch; bit of ~ (si.), 
girl, woman; soft short hair on lip or 
cheek; II (si.) theatrical part imperfectly 
known; hence ~'Y2 a., ~'iNESS n. 2. v.t. 
Put soft surface on (flesh side of leather); 
make into ~; shake (oneself, one’s 
feathers etc.) up or out into ~y mass; 
II (si.) blunder in theatrical part. [perh. 
modification of flue2] 

flu'id (floo-), a. & n. (Substance) consisting 
of particles that move freely among them- 
solves & yield to the slightest pressure 
(including gases & liquids); moving 
readily, not solid or rigid, not stable; 
liquid constituent or secretion. Hence 
fluid'iFY v.t., fluid'iTY n., (floo-). [f. F 
fluide or L fluidus (fluere flow, 
-ID1)] 

fluke1 (flook), n. Kinds of flat-fish, the 
flounder, (now rare); kinds of parasitic 
worm found in sheep’s liver; || kind of 
kidney potato. [OE floe, cogn. w. ON 
fldki & G flach flat] 

fluke2 (flook), n. Broad triangular plate 
on arm of anchor; barbed head of lance, 
harpoon, etc.; (pi.) whale’s tail. [perh. f. 
prec. ] 

fluk|e3 (flook), n., & v.i. & t. (Make) lucky 
accidental stroke; get, hit, etc., by ~e. 
Hence ~'y2 a., ~'iLY2 adv., ~'iNESS n., 
(floo-). [orig. unkn.; first in billards] 

♦flume (flobm), n., & v.i. & t. Artificial 
channel conveying water for industrial 
use; ravine with stream; (vb) build ~s, 

flush 

convey down a ~. [ME, f. OF flum f. L 
flumen river (fluere flow)] 

flumm'ery, n. Food made by boiling 
oatmeal down to a jelly (arch, or dial.); 
kinds of sweet dish made with milk, flour, 
eggs, etc.; empty compliments, trifles, 
nonsense, [f. W llymru of unkn. orig.] 

flumm'ox, v.t. (si.). Confound, be¬ 
wilder, disconcert, [prob. dial., imit.] 

flump, v.i. & t., & n. Fall or move 
heavily, set or throw down, with a dull 
noise (n., the action or sound), [imit.] 

flung. See fling v. 

flunk'ey, n. (pi. ~s). Liveried servant, 
footman, (usu. contempt.); toady, snob. 
Hence ~dom (-kid-), ~ism (-kilzm), nn. 
[orig. Sc.; perh. f. flank, with sense 
sidesman, flanker] 

fluo(r)-, fluoro-, (floo-), comb, forms of 
fluorine, as fluobd'ric; flu'oroscope, in¬ 
strument with fluorescent screen used 
instead of dark room to show X-ray 
effects. [foil. ] 

flu'or (floo-), n. Kinds of gemlike readily 
fusible mineral containing fluorine; — 
-spar, calcium fluoride, [mod. application 
of L, = flowing, flux (fluere flow, -OR)] 

fluorles'cence (floo-), n. Coloured lumi¬ 
nosity produced in certain substances by 
incident light or other electro-magnetic 
radiations of shorter wave-length, esp. 
violet and ultra- violet light and X-rays; 
property of absorbing light of short 
(invisible) wave-length and emitting light 
of longer (visible) wave-length. Hence 
~esce' v.i., exhibit ~escence, ~es'cent 

a., (floo-). [prec., -escent, -f.nce] 

flu'orine (floo-), n. Non-metallic element 
of the halogen group. Hence flu'oriDE 

(flob-) n. [F, (FLUOR, -INE5] 
flu'rry, n., & v.t. 1. Gust, squall; com¬ 
motion, excitement, nervous hurry, agi¬ 
tation; whale’s death-throes. 2. v.t. 
Confuse by haste or noise, agitate, 
[imit.; cf. earlier flurr, hurry] 

flush1, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Take wing & fly 
away; cause to do this, put up, (birds). 
2. n. Number of birds put up at once. 
[ME, imit.; cf. fly, rush] 

flush2, v.i. & t. Spurt, rush out; cleanse 
(drain etc.) by flow of water; flood 
(meadow); (of plant) throw out fresh 
shoots (also causative, min~es the plants); 
glow with warm colour; (of blood) rush 
into & redden face; (of face) become red 
or hot, blush; cause to glow or blush, 
suffuse with warm colour; inflame with 
pride or passion, encourage, (~ed with 
exercise, joy, victory, insolence, etc.). 
[perh. = prec. influenced by flash & blush] 

flush3, n. Rush of water; sudden abun¬ 
dance; stream from mill-wheel; rush of 
emotion, elation produced by it or by 
victory etc.; fresh growth of grass etc.; 
cleansing of drain by flushing; glow of 
light or colour; rush of blood to face, 
reddening caused by it; hot fit in fever; 
freshness, vigour, [f. prec.] 
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flush4, a., & v.t. 1. Full to overflowing', in 
flood; (usu. pred.) having plentiful supply 
of or of money etc., (of money) abundant; 
even, in same plane, level with, without 
projections or raised edges. 2. v.t. Level; 
fill in (joint) level with surface, [prob. f. 
flush 2] 

flush,5 n. Set of cards all of one suit; 
straight ~, set of cards in a regular 
sequence; royal — (Poker), a straight ~ 
headed by ace. [f. OF flus, flux = Flem. 
fluys, Sp. flux, f. L fluxks] 

flus'ter, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Confuse with 
drink, half-intoxicate; flurry, make ner¬ 
vous; be agitated, bustle. 2. n. Flurry, 
flutter, agitation, [orig. unkn.; cf. Icel. 
flaustr(a) hurry, bustle] 

flus'tra, n. (pi. -ae, -as). Sea-mat, poly- 
zoic species resembling seaweed, [arbi¬ 
trary mod. L coinage by Linnaeus ] 

flute (fldot), n., & v.i. & t. 1. Musical wind- 
-instrument, long wooden pipe with holes 
along it stopped by fingers or keys, & 
blow-hole in side near upper end, whence 
flut'lST(3) (floo-) n.; —player; organ stop 
with ~-like tone; semicylindrical vertical 
groove in pillar, similar groove elsewhere, 
e.g. in frills, -whence flut'iNoHG) (fldo-) n. 
2. vb. Play ~; whistle, sing, or speak, in 
<—like tones; play (air etc.) on ~; make 
~s or grooves in. [ME, f. OF fleixte, flaute, 
fiahute, f. Pr. flaiit] 

flutt'er, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Flap wings, flap 
(wings), w ithout flying or in short flights; 
come or go with quivering motion (usu. 
to the ground); go about restlessly, flit, 
hover; quiver, vibrate, (of pulse) beat 
feebly & irregularly; tremble with ex¬ 
citement, be agitated; move (flag etc.) 
irregularly, agitate, ruffle; throw (person) 
into confusion or agitation. 2. n. ~ing; 
tremulous excitement (be, put, in a ~); 
stir, sensation, (make a —); vibration 
(wing, tail, ~, defects of aircraft in flight); 
(si.) modest gambling venture, specula¬ 
tion. [OE flolorian frequent, form cogn. 
w. OE fleotan fleet5] 

flut'y (fldo-), a. Like flute in tone, soft & 
clear. [ - Y2 ] 

fluv'ial (floo-), a. Of, found in, river(s). 
[f. L fluvialis (fluvius river, -al)] 

fluv'iatile (floo-), a. Of, found in, pro¬ 
duced by, river(s). [f. F, or L fluvialilis 
(prec., -atile)] 

fluv'io- (floo-), comb, form of L fluvius 
river, as fluvio-marine, fluviom'eter. 

flux, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Morbid or excessive 
discharge of blood, excrement, etc., (for¬ 
merly) dysentery; flowing out, issue; 
flowing; inflow of tide (usu. ~ <& reflux, 
often fig.); flood of talk etc.; continuous 
succession of changes (in a state of ~); 
(Math.) continued motion (line is the — of 
a point)-, (Phys.) rate of flow of any fluid 
across given area, amount crossing area 
in given time; substance mixed with 
metal etc. to promote fusion. 2. vb. Issue 
in a ~, flow copiously; make fluid. 

fly 
fuse, treat with a fusing ~. [ME flix(e), 
flux f. OF flux or L fluxus (fluere flux- 
flow)] 

flu'xion (-kshn), n. Flowing (rare); con¬ 
tinuous change (rare); (Math.) rate or 
proportion at which a flowing or varying 
quantity increases its magnitude (method 
of ~s, the Newtonian calculus). Hence 
'-—al, '■—ary1, aa., (-kshon-). [f. F, or L 
fluxio (prec., -ion)] 

fly1, n. Two-winged insect (~ in amber, 
curious relic; ~ on -wheel, person who 
over-estimates his own influence; break 
~ on wheel, expend disproportionate 
energy; a — in the ointment, trifling cir¬ 
cumstance that mars enjoyment; no flics 
on him etc., si. praise of person’s or thing’s 
efficiency; hessian, tsetse, ~); kinds of 
plant-disease caused by various flies (a 
good deal of — exists); natural or artificial 
~ used as fishing-bait; catch1— ; —blow, 
(n.) ~’s egg in meat etc., (v.t.) deposit 
eggs in, taint, (—-blown, tainted, lit. & 
fig.); —-book, case for keeping fishing-flies 
in; ~-catcher, trap for flies, kinds of bird; 
— -fish (v.i.), fish with ~ ; —-flap, for driv¬ 
ing away flies; <—net, net or fringe pro¬ 
tecting horse from flies; -—-paper, for 
catching or poisoning flies; —-trap, for 
catching flies, also kinds of plant esp. 
Venus's -—trap-, —-weight (box5); ~- 

-whisk, for driving away flies. [OE flyge, 
fleoge, OS, OHG flioga f. WG *fleugon 
(foil.)] 

fly2, v.i. & t. (flew, pr. floo, flown pr. fldn; 
is, has flown, see -ed 1(2); fly is preferred 
in talk & ordinary prose for flee, but not 
flew or flown for fled). Move through air 
with wings (~ high, be ambitious; high- 
flown, exalted, turgid, bombastic; as the 
chow1 flies-, the bird is flown, person 
wanted has escaped; often about, away, 
forth, off, out) or in aircraft; direct flight 
of (aircraft), transport (passengers) in 
aircraft; make (pigeon, hawk)~; (Hawk.) 
soar by way of attack at (fig., ~ at higher 
game, have nobler ambitions); pass or 
rise quickly through air; jump clear over 
or over fence etc.; make (kite) rise & stay 
aloft (~ a kite, raise money by accom¬ 
modation bill, also try how the wind 
blows, feel one’s way by ballon d’essai); 
(of flag, hair, garment, etc.) wave; set or 
keep (flag) ~ing; travel swiftly, rush 
along, pass rapidly; spring, start, hasten, 
(~ to arms, take up arms eagerly; ~ in 
the face 1 of; — at, upon, attack violently; 
~ into a passion, raptures, etc.; ~ out, 
burst into violent language or action); 
be driven or forced off suddenly (made 
sparks — ; send —ing; make the money 
spend quickly; door flew open; glass etc. 
flies, breaks in pieces); let discharge 
(missile), (abs.) shoot, hit, or use strong 
language, at; run away, flee, flee from 
(must — the country); —away, (of gar¬ 
ments) streaming, loose, n6glig6, (of 
persons) flighty; —by-night, one who 
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makes night excursions or decamps by 
night; ~-orer n., procession of aircraft, 
(also ~-over bridge, viaduct) bridge for 
carrying vehicles over traffic-congested 
areas, esp. over main roads; ~-pos< n., 
ceremonial flight of aircraft past some 
person or place, cf. march4 past; ~-the- 
-garter, kind of leap-frog. [OE fleogan, 
OS, OHG fliogan, ON fljiiga f. Gmc 
*fleugan] 

fly3, n. Flying, distance flown, (on the ~, 
on the wing, in motion); II one-horse 
hackney-carriage (obs.); lap on garment 
to contain or cover buttonholes, flap at 
entrance of tent; part of flag farthest 
from staff, also its breadth from staff to 
end; (Theatr.; pi.) space over proscen¬ 
ium ; speed-regulating device in clock¬ 
work & machinery; ~-(ea/, blank leaf at 
beginning or end of book, blank leaf of 
circular etc.; ~'man, || driver of ~ = 
carriage (obs.), man stationed in flies of 
theatre to work rope etc.; ~wheet, 2 or 4 
page circular etc.; '-'-wheel, heavy- 
-rimmed on revolving shaft to regulate 
machinery or accumulate power, [f. 
prec. ] 

fly4, a. (si.). Knowing, wide awake, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

fiy'er, fli'er, n. Bird etc. that flies (usu. 
high, poor, etc., ~); (colloq.) ambitious 
person; animal, vehicle, etc., going with 
exceptional speed; airman; flying jump. 
[-HR11 

fly'ing, a. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
making movements like flight (~ bed¬ 
stead, experimental aircraft shaped like 
bedstead for testing methods of vertical 
take-off; ~ boat, form of ska plane in 
which a boat serves as both fuselage & 
float; ~ bomb, aerial torpedo, pilotless 
aircraft with explosive war-head; ~-dog, 
kind of vampire-bat; ~ Dutchman ; ~ fish, 
kinds rising into air by wing-like pectoral 
fins, also nickname for native of Bar¬ 
bados ; ~ fox, kinds of fruit-eating bat; ~ 
man, airman; F’~ Officer, rank in air1 

Force; ~ saucer, saucer-like object occas. 
reported as having been seen flying at 
great speed & height; ~ squad, police 
detachment with motor-cars etc. for rapid 
pursuit; ~ squirrel, kinds floating in air 
by skin connecting fore & hind legs); 
hanging loose, fluttering, (~ jib, light sail 
set before jib on ~ jib-boom; with ~ 
colour 4s); done or taken in passing (~ 
jump, with running start; ~ handicap, 
mile, start, in which starting-post is passed 
at full speed); passing, hasty, (~ visit); 
temporary (~ bridge); designed for rapid 
movement (~ squadron, column); ~ but¬ 
tress, slanting from pier etc. to wall & usu. 
carried on arch, [-ing2] 

foal, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Young of horse, ass, 
etc., colt or filly, (in, with, ~, pregnant). 
2. vb. Give birth to (~), give birth to 
[OE fola., OHG foil, ON foil, Goth, fula 
f. Gmc *folon cogn. w. L pullus ] 

foam, n., & v.i. 1. Collection of small 
bubbles formed in liquid by agitation, 
fermentation, etc.; froth of saliva or 
perspiration; (poet.) the sea; ~ rubber, 
~like rubbery substance used esp. in 
upholstery. 2. v.i. Emit ~, froth at the 
mouth; (of water etc.) froth, gather ~, 
run ~ing along, down, over, etc., pass off 
or away in ~; (of cup etc.) be filled with 
~ing liquor. Hence ~'less, ~'y2, aa. 
[OE fam, OHG feim f. WG *faima] 

fob1, n., & v.t. (-bb-). Small pocket for 
watch etc. formerly made in waistband of 
breeches; (vb) put in one’s ~, pocket. 
[17th c., cf. G dial, fuppe pocket] 

fob2, v.t. (-bb-). Cheat, take in; palm 
(something inferior) off upon (person); 
put (person) off with (something inferior). 
[16th c., cf. obs. fop to dupe & G foppen 
befool] 

foc'al, a. Of, situated or collected at, a 
focus; (Opt.) ~ distance or length, dis¬ 
tance between centre of mirror or lens & 
its focus. [FOCUS, -AL] 

foc'alizle, -is|e (-iz), v.t. = focus v.t. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [prec., -ize] 

fo’c’s’le. See forecastle. 

fSc'us, n. (pi. -ci pr. -si, -uses). Sc v.t. & i. 
(-S-, -ss-). 1. (Plane geom.) one of points 
from which distances to any point of 
given curve are connected by linear rela¬ 
tion; (Opt., Heat, etc.) point at which 
rays meet after reflection or refraction, 
point from which rays appear to proceed, 
point at which object must be situated 
for image given by lens to be well defined 
(in, out of, bring into, ~), focal length of 
lens, adjustment of eye or eyeglass neces¬ 
sary to produce clear image; point to 
which sound-waves converge; principal 
seat (of disease, activity, etc.). 2. vb. 
Converge, make converge, to a ~ ; adjust 
~ of (lens, eye); bring into ~. [L, 
= hearth] 

fodd'er, n., & v.t. 1. Dried food, hay, 
straw, etc., for stall-feeding cattle; 
cannon1—; hence ~less a. 2. v.t. Give 
~ to. [OE fodor, OHG fuotar, ON folhr f. 
Gmc *fothram (food)] 

foe, n. (poet. etc.). Enemy, adversary, 
opponent, ill-wisher; —'man (arch.), 
enemy in war. [OE gefa n. f. gefah adj. 
(= OHG gafeh at feud with, f. WG 
"gafaiha; cf. feud1)] 

foet'us (fet-), fet'us, n. Fully developed 
embryo in womb. Hence f(o)et'AL 
a., f(o)et'iciDE(2) n., (fe-). [L fetus -Us 
offspring] 

fog1, n., & v.t. (-gg-). 1. Aftermath; long 
grass left standing in winter. 2. v.t. Leave 
(land) under ~ ; feed (cattle) on ~. [14th 
c., of unkn. orig.; cf. Norw. fogg] 

fog2, n., & v.t. & i. (-gg-). 1. Vapour sus¬ 
pended in atmosphere at or near earth’s 
surface, obscurity caused by this (in a ~, 
puzzled, at a loss); abnormal darkened 
state of atmosphere; (Photog.) cloud on 
developed plate; —-bow, like rainbow pro- 
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duced by light on ~; ~-horn, sounding 
instrument for warning ships in ~; ~- 
-signal, detonator placed on railway line 
in ~ to guide driver. 2. vb. Envelop (as) 
with ~; bewilder, perplex; (Gardening) 
die off from damp; (Photog.) make (nega¬ 
tive) obscure or cloudy; || (Railway) 
place ~-signals on line, whence II ^g'ER1 
n. [perh. back form. f. foggy; from 
16th c.] 

fogg'ly (-g-), a. Thick, murky; of, like, in¬ 
fested with, fog2 ; obscure, dull, confused, 
(has only a ~y idea of it; not the ~iest, 
colloq., sc, idea)-, beclouded, indistinct. 
Hence ~1ly 2 adv., ~iness n. [f. fog1 + -y ; 
earlier senses covered with coarse grass, 
boggy, flabby (flesh), murky (air); hence, 
poss., FOG2] 

fo'gle, n. (thieves’ si.). Silk handkerchief, 
[orig. unkn.] 

fSg'y, -gey, (-g-), n. (Usu. old ~) old- 
-fashioned fellow, old man behind the 
times. Hence fog'(e)ypoM, fog'yiSM, mi., 
fog'yisn1 a., (-g-). ‘[18th c., abbr. of 
fogram., of unkn. orig.] 

Fohti (fCi'u), n. Hot southerly wind in the 
Alps. [G, ult. f. L Favonius] 

foi'ble, n. Weak point, weakness of 
character, quality on which one mis¬ 
takenly prides oneself; (Fenc.) part of 
sword-blade from middle to point (cf. 
FORTE). [F, obs. form of faiblc feeble] 

foil1, n., & v.t. 1. (Archit.) arc or space 
between cusps of window (vb, ornament 
with ~s, as ~ed arch). 2. Metal hammered 
or rolled into thin sheet (usu. gold, tin, 
etc., ~); sheet of this, or now amalgam 
of tin & quicksilver, placed behind 
mirror-glass, backing; leaf of it placed 
under precious stone etc. to brighten or 
colour it or enhance its brightness by 
contrast (vb, supply with this). 3. Any¬ 
thing that sets something off by contrast 
(vb. set off thus). [ME, f. OF f. L folium 
lea f ] 

foil2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. (Hunt.) run over 
or cross (scent, ground) so as to baffle 
hounds (also abs. of deer etc., spoil the 
scent thus); beat off, repulse, frustrate, 
parry, baffle. 2. n. Track of hunted 
animal (run, run upon, the ~, over same 
track a second time); (arch.) repulse, 
defeat, check, [f. OF fouler full cloth, 
trample, f. Rom. *fullare f. L fullo fuller ] 

foil3, n. Blunt-edged sword with button 
on point used in fencing. [16th c., of 
unkn. orig. ] 

II fois'on (-zn), n. (arch.). Plenty. [ME, f. 
OF f. L fusionem (fundere fus- pour, -ion, 
-SON)] 

foist, v.t. Introduce surreptitiously or un¬ 
warrantably into or in (adv.); palm (off) 
on or upon, father (composition) upon. 
[orig. of palming false die; prob. f. Du. 
dial, vuisten take in the hand (vuist fist)] 

foid\n.,&v.t. I. (Usu. sheep—[enclosure 
for sheep ; (fig.) church, body of believers 
(also true ~). 2. v.t. Shut up (sheep etc.) 

in ~ ; place sheep in ~ or ~s on (land) to 
manure it. [OE fald = MLG valt; un¬ 
connected w. foil. ] 

fold2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Double (flexible 
thing) over upon itself (also in, over, 
together-, ~ up, make more compact by 
~ing); bend portion of (thing) back, down; 
become, be able to be, ~ed (~ing door(s), 
in 2 parts, often themselves ~ing, hung 
on 2 jambs); wind, clasp, (arms etc.) 
about, round-, lay together & interlace 
(arms), clasp (one’s hands); swathe, en¬ 
velop, (— it in paper-, hills ~ed in mist)', 
embrace in arms or to breast. 2. n. 
Doubling of ~ed object; hollow between 
two thicknesses (carried it in a ~ of her 
dress), hollow or nook in mountain etc.; 
coil of serpent, string, etc.; ~ing (another 
~ gives 32mo); line made by ~ing; (Geol.) 
the ~ing or curvature of strata. [OE 
fealdan, OHG faltan, ON falda, Goth. 
falthan, Gmc *falthan] 

-fold, suf. (OE -feald, OS -fald, OHG 
•fait, ON -faldr, Goth, -faiths) cogn. w. 
fold2, Gk -pallos, -plasios, & -plo- in 
haplos single, & prob. L -plex (simplex 
etc.); added to cardinals to form adjj. w. 
sense multiplied by (orig. sense folded in 
—, plaited in — strands). Now largely 
superseded by wds f. L in -ble, -pie, 
(treble, quadruple), but retained in the 
advl use (repaid tenfold), & in adjj. when 
there is a plurality of things more or less 
different (a twofold charm). 

fol'der, n. In vbl senses; esp.: paper- 
-folding instrument; folded circular etc.; 
(pi.) folding eyeglasses, [-er1] 

folia'ceous (-shus), a. Leaf-like; with 
organs like leaves; of leaves; laminated, 
[f. L foliaceus (folium leaf, -aceous)] 

fol'iage, n. Leaves, leafage, (lit., or as 
represented in art; ~ leaf, excluding 
petals etc.; ~ plant, cultivated for~, not 
for flowers). Hence (-)fol'iagED2 (-gjd) a. 
[f. F feuillage f. feuille (f. L folia pi. of 
folium foil1) -f-AGE] 

fol'iar, a. Ofleaves. [f. L/oHumleaf,-ar1] 

fol'iate1, a. Leaf-like; having leaves; 
having specified number of leaflets (1, 5, 
etc., -~). [f. L foliatus (folium leaf, -ate2)] 

fol'ilate2, v.i. & t. Split (intr.) into lami¬ 
nae; decorate (arch, door-head) with 
foils; number leaves (not pages) of 
(volume) consecutively. So ~a'tion n. 
[f. L folium leaf, -ate3] 

fol'iS, n. (pi. -os). Leaf of paper, parch¬ 
ment, etc., numbered only on front; 
(Bookkeep.) two opposite pages of ledger 
etc. used concurrently, page of ledger etc. 
used for both sides of account; leaf- 
-number of printed book; number of 
words (72 or 90) taken as unit of reckoning 
length of document; sheet of paper 
folded once (in~, of books on such paper), 
volume made of such sheets, largest- 
-sized volume, (also attrib., a ~ book, in 
six volumes ~). [L, abl. of folium leaf 
(abl. f. use in reff., = on leaf 50 etc.)] 
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f51'i6!e, n. Division of compound leaf, 
leaflet. [F, f. LL foliolum dim. of folium 
leaf] 

folk (fok), n. (Arch.) a people, nation, 
race; (pi., the sing, being arch, or dial.) 
people in general, people of specified 
class, (now being ousted by people)', ~-, 
of the people (chiefly in compounds imi- 
tated f. German, as ~-custom, -song', ~- 
-etymology, perversion of word’s form to 
make it significant; ~'tore, traditional 
beliefs etc,, study of these, —’Wrist, 
student of these); *~'s# a., friendly, 
sociable. [OE, OS, OHG folc, ON folk f. 
Grac *folkam] 

fSll'icle, n. Small sac or vesicle; cocoon. 
So follic'ulAB.1, follic'ulat6d [-ate2], aa. 

[f. L folliculus ifollis bellows, -cule)] 

foll'ow (-6), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Go or come 
after (moving thing or person; ~ the 
hounds, hunt; ~ my leader, game in which 
each player must do as leader does; ~ 
one’s nose, leave one’s route to chance; 
~ the plough, be ploughman); go along 
(path); come after in order or time; 
accompany, serve; go after as admirer 
or follower; result from, be the neces¬ 
sary consequence of, be involved in, 
(trade ~s the flag)', strive after, aim at; 
treat or take as guide or master, obey, 
espouse opinions or cause of; conform to 
(~ suit), act upon, take as rule; practise 
(profession etc.; ~ the sea, be sailor); keep 
up with mentally, grasp the meaning of, 
(argument, speaker); go or come after 
person or thing (~ in his steps; ~ in the 
wake of)-, come next in order, as his 
arguments are as ~s (not ~); happen after 
something else, ensue; result, be deduc¬ 
tible, (if must ~ as the night the day). 2. ~ 
after (prep. & adv.), = ~ (in most senses, 
but with slightly formal effect); (Cricket, 
of side) ~ on, go in again out of turn after 
getting less than opponents by certain 
number (n., —-on, doing this); ~ out, 
pursue to the end; ~ through (Golf), carry 
stroke through to fullest possible extent 
after striking ball (~-through n., this 
action); ~ up, pursue steadily, add 
another blow etc. to (previous blow etc.), 
(Footb. etc.) keep near (player with) ball 
to support; —-up, the continuation of an 
action, (esp.) a second advertising circular 
sent referring to an earlier one. 3. n. 
(Billiards) stroke causing player’s ball to 
roll on after object-ball, motion so given; 
(at restaurants) supplementary portion 
of half the quantity. (OE folgian, OS 
-on, OHG -en, ON fylgia f. Gmc *fulg- ] 

foll'ower (-5er), n. In vbl senses; esp.: 
adherent, disciple; man courting maid¬ 
servant. [-ER1] 

following1 (-5-), n. In vbl senses; also, 
body of adherents, followers, [-ing1] 

fdll'owlng2 (-6-), a. In vbl senses; esp., 
now to be mentioned (also as pron. sing, 
or pi., the — are noteworthy), [-ing2] 

foil'y, n. Being foolish, want of good 

fool 

sense, unwise conduct; foolish act, idea, 
or practice, ridiculous thing; costly 
structure (considered) useless (usu. with 
originator’s name, —’s F~). [ME, f. OF 
folie f. fol mad, fool1, see -Y1] 

foment', v.t. Bathe with warm or medi¬ 
cated lotions, apply warmth to; foster, 
stimulate, or instigate (sentiment, con¬ 
duct, sedition, etc.), whence ~er2 n. [f. 
F fomenter f. LL fomentare f. L fomentum 
(fovere cherish, -ment)] 

fomenta'tion, n. In vbl senses; esp., 
(application of) warm flannels etc. for 
fomenting purposes, [f. LL fomentatio 
(prec., -ation)] 

fond, a. Foolishly credulous or sanguine; 
over-affectionate, doting; tender, loving; 
~ of, full of love for, much inclined to. 
Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. [ME; p.p. 
of obs. fon be foolish ] 

fon'dant, n. Kind of sweetmeat. [F 
(fondre melt f. L fundere pour, -ant) ] 

fon'dle, v.t. & i. Caress; toy amorously 
(with, together), [f. obs. fond vb (fond), 

-le(3)] 
fiSns £t Sri’go, phr. The source and origin 

(of). (L) 
font, n. Receptacle for baptismal water; 
receptacle for holy water; oil-reservoir 
of lamp. [OE font, fant, ult. f. eccl. use 
of L fons font- spring] 

fon'tal, a. Primary, original, of the 
fountain-head; baptismal, [f. OF, or LL 
fontalis(prec., -al)] 

fontanel(le)', n. Membranous space in 
infant’s head at adjacent angles of 
parietal bones. [F (-lie), dim. of fontaine 
FOUNTAIN ] 

food, n. Victuals, nourishment, provisions, 
(be — for worms, dead; be — for fishes, 
drowned; ~ for powder, soldiers); edibles 
(~ & drink); particular kind of ~; nutri¬ 
ment of plants; material for the mind 
(mental, intellectual, —; ~ for thought or 
meditation); —-stuff, thing used as —. 
Hence ~'less a. [OE foda, cogn. w. ON 
fcetha, Goth, fddeins f. Gmc *fodh-,*fadh-; 
cf. feed1] 

fool1, n., a., & v.i. & t. 1. Silly person, 
simpleton, person whose conduct one 
disapproves of, (be a — to, be nothing in 
comparison with; play the —, blunder, 
trifle; no — like an old —, esp. of aged 
lover; ~’s bolt is soon shot, his stock of 
argument is soon exhausted; man is — or 
physician at thirty, sensible man needs no 
doctor); jester, clown, in medieval great 
houso (play the —, indulge in buffoonery); 
dupe (make a — of; be a — for one’s pains, 
take trouble to no end; All Fools’ day, 1st 
April; April —, person taken in or sent on 
~’s errand on that day; send, go, on —’s 
errand, fruitless one; ~’s mate 1; ~’s para¬ 
dise, illusory happiness); —’s-cap, —s’cap, 
cap with bells worn by medieval jester, 
dunce’s conical paper cap, watermark of 
some old papermakers, writing paper 
15-17 X12-13J in.; hence ~'eky(4, 5), 
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—OC'RACY, nn., ~'ish1 a., ~'ishLY2 adv., 
~'ishNESS n., ~'proof2 a. (of rules etc. so 
plain as to defy misinterpretation). 2. 
*adj. (colloq.). ~ish, silly. 3. vb. Play 
the ~, idle, trifle, (also about & * around); 
cheat (person) out of money etc. or into 
doing, get (money etc.) by cajolery out of 
person; throw (time, money) away ~ishly; 
make a ~ of, dupe, play tricks on. [ME, 
f. OF fol f. L follis bellows, later empty- 
-headed person ] 

fool2, n. Creamy liquid of fruit stowed, 
crushed, & mixed with milk, cream, etc. 
(esp. gooseberry ~). [prob. f. prec.] 

fool'habdly, a. Foolishly venturesome, 
delighting in needless risks. Hence ~i- 
ness n. [f. OF fol hardi (fool1, hardy1)] 

foot1, n. (pi. feet). 1. Termination of leg 
beginning at ankle (find one’s feet; have 
feet of clay, be liable to overthrow, see 
Dan. ii. 33). 2. Step, pace, tread, (swift 
of ~; has a light ~). 3. Infantry (the 4lh 
~ or regiment of ~; ~-soldier; a captain 
o/~ ; horse, ~, <£• artillery). 4. Lower end 
of bed, table, grave, couch, etc. (opp. head), 
part of stocking etc. covering~. 5. Metri¬ 
cal unit with varying number of syllables 
one of which is accented. 6. Lineal 
measure of 12 in. (10 feet long-, a ten-~ 
pole', six ~ or feet three-, see also square 

a., cubic). 7. Lower usu. projecting 
part, base. 8. (zool.). Kinds of loco¬ 
motive or adhesive organ in inverte¬ 
brates. 9. (bot.). Part by which petal is 
attached, root of hair. 10. Lowest part, 
bottom, of hill, ladder, wall, list, page, 
class, etc. 11. Dregs, oil refuse, coarse 
sugar, (pi. ~s). 12. Phrr.: have one ~ in 
grave, be near death; (with one’s) feet 
foremost, being carried to burial; find, 
know, length of one’s ~, learn his weak¬ 
nesses, be able to manage him; measure 
another’s ~ by one’s own last, judge others 
by oneself; set, put, have, one’s ~ on the 
neck of, utterly subdue, hold in sub¬ 
jection ; on one’s feet, standing, in health, 
with a livelihood; carry one off his feet, 
make him enthusiastic, greatly excite; 
fall1 on one’s feet-, keep one’s feet, not 
fall; put one’s ~ down, take up firm 
position (fig.); prut one’s~ in it, blunder; 
best1 ~ ; change2 ~ or feet; at one’s feet, 
as his disciple, subject, or suppliant; have 
ball1 at one’s feet; with foal at ~, of mare 
that has foaled; on~, walking, not riding 
etc., also in motion (set agitation, move¬ 
ment, etc., on * ', start it), busy, projected, 
proceeding; tread under ~, oppress; wet 
etc. under ~, on the ground. 13. 
-mouth (disease), kind of fever esp. in 
horned cattle; ~’ball, large round or 
elliptical inflated ball, game played with 
it, ~’baller, player at this; ~-bath, wash¬ 
ing of feet, small bath used for this; 
Aboard, ~man’s platform at carriage- 
-back, board for getting in or out of 
carriage by, sloped board for driver’s feet; 
~'6oj/, page, boy servant in livery; 

fop 

-bridge, -path, -road, -way, etc., for 
-—passengers only; —drill, -pump, etc., 
worked by or with help of ~; ~'fall, sound 
of ~step; ~-fault (Lawn Tennis), fault 
made by overstepping the base line while 
serving; ~-pear, boots, socks, etc.; || F~ 
Guards, Grenadier, Coldstream, Scots, 
Irish, Welsh, Guards; ~-hill, lying at 
base of mountain; ~'AoW, support for 
feet, surface for standing on, also flg.; 

lights, screened lights in front of stage 
(get 1 across the ~lights); ~'man, infantry¬ 
man, liveried servant for carriage, door, 
& table, trivet to hang on grate bars; 
—mark, ~print; —muff, for keeping feet 
warm; ~-nofe, inserted at ~ of page; 
~-pare, walking pace, dais; -~'pad, un¬ 
mounted highwayman; —page, boy 
servant; ~-pcm, for washing feet; ~- 
-passenger, one who walks, not rides or 
drives; II ~-path (for ~-passengers); ~- 
-plate, driver’s and fireman’s platform 
in locomotive; ~-pound, quantity of 
energy that will raise 1 lb. to height of 
1 ft; ~'print, impression left by ~; 
~-race, running-match between persons; 
—rot, disease of ~ in sheep & cattle; 
—rule, rigid measure 1 ft long; ||—slogger 
(si.), walker, infantryman, & so~-slogging 
n. & a.; sore, having sore feet, esp. with 
walking; stalk, (Bot.) stalk of leaf or 
peduncle of flower. (Zool.) attachment of 
barnacle etc.; ~'s(ep, tread, footprint, 
(follow in one’s ~steps, do as he did); 
~-sfone, foundation stone, stone at ~ of 
grave; stool, for resting feet on; ~'sure, 
sure-footed; warmer, thing to warm 
feet, esp. flat hot-water tin formerly used 
in railway carriages; ~-wear, = ~-gear. 
Hence (-)~'ed2, ~'less, aa. [OE, OS fot, 
OHG fuoz,, ON fotr, Goth, fotus f. Gmo 
*fol- cogn. w. L ped-, Gk pod-] 

foot2, v.i. & t. ~ it, dance, (rare) pace, 
go; set foot on, traverse on foot (rare); 
put new foot to (stocking); add up or up 
(account); pay (bill); (of bill, items, etc.) 
mount up to. [f. prec.] 

II fobt'er, n. (si.). The game football, [-er1] 

fdot'ing, n. Placing of feet, foothold; 
surface for standing on, secure position, 
(lit. & fig.); conditions, relations, position, 
status, in which person is towards others, 
degree of intimacy etc.; entrance on new 
position, admittance to trade, society, 
etc., (only in pay for or pay one’s ~, i.e. 
a customary fee for it); projecting course 
at foot of wall etc.; (reckoning of) sum 
total of column of figures etc. [foot2 + 
-ING 1 ] 

foo'tl|e, v.i., & n. (si.). I. Trifle, play the 
fool; hence ~ing2 a. 2. n. Twaddle, 
folly, [orig. unkn.] 

foo'zle, v.t., & n. (si., esp. golf). l.Do 
clumsily, bungle, make a mess of. 2. n. 
Clumsy failure, [f. G dial, fuseln work 
badly or slowly; cf. fusel oil] 

fop, n. Dandy, exquisite, vain man. 
Hence ~'ling1(2), ~p'ery(4, 5), nn., 
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^-p'lSH1 a., ~p'ishLY2 adv., ~p'Ish- 
ness n. [in 15th c. ‘fool’, whence perh. 
the 17th c. sense ‘dandy’ ] 

for (f<5r, for, fee, according to position or 
emphasis required), prep. & conj. 1. prep. 
Representing, in place of, in exchange 
against, as price or penalty of, in requital 
of, (sits ~, member ~, Liverpool-, once ~ 
all, instead of many repetitions, finally; 
substituted ~; agent ~; got it ~ (id.; 
thrashed ~ his pains; do you take me ~ a 
fool ?); in defence or support or favour of, 
on side of, (take my word ~ it, be assured; 
hurrah ~ person or thing-, am ~ tariff- 
-reform); with a view to, in order to be, 
conducive(ly) to, (go ~ a walk; went ~ a 
soldier; is, did it, ~ her good; ~ sale, to be 
sold); to get, win, or save (send, go, ~ a 
cab; would not do it ~ the world; not paid 
~; play ~ penny points; was tried ~ his 
life ; cannot do it ~ the life of me; run ~ 
it) ; to reach, arrive at, be received by, or 
belong to (left, sailed, ~ India; made ~ 
shelter; po ~ (si.), attack; getting on ~ tu;o 
o’clock; bought shoes ~ the maids; won a 
name ~ himself); (after vbs, adjj., nn., 
& interjections, of emotion, faculty, or 
fitness; after adjj. & advv. with too, 
enough; after expressions implying fit¬ 
ness etc.) as regards, in the direction of, 
(don’t care ~ games; a longing ~ praise; fit 
~ nothing; ready ~ dinner; oh ~ wings!; 
now ~ if /; too beautiful ~ words; good 
enough ~ we; time ~ school; is not long ~ 
fAis world, will soon die; nothing ~ if ftuf 
fo submit, submission the only course 
open; is the man ~ the job; it is ~ you fo 
make the move; the motive ~ retreating); 
with the result, at the cost, to the amount, 
of (off onf ~ 41; 750 ~ 6 wickets; drew on 
him ~ £100); to affect, as affecting, bene¬ 
ficially or the reverse (ffief/ fine ~ each 
other; can shift ~ myself; things look bad 
~ you; it is bad ~ Aim fo smoke; & hence 
~ with noun or pron. & infin. as neutral 
noun-phrase = Latin acc. & inf., if is 
wicked ~ him to smoke, it is usual ~ Aafs 
fo fie worn = that hats should be worn); 
in the character of, as, as being, (hold it ~ 
certain; mistaken ~ him; be hanged ~ o 
pirate; take ~ granted; I ~ one do nof 
believe it; did it ~ fAe second time; ~ 
good); by reason, under influence, be¬ 
cause, on account, of (did if ~ pure 
wantonness; avoid it ~ /ear of accidents; 
/ tremble ~ fiim; notorious ~ parsimony; 
do it ~ my safee ;fie~ shame !; afas ~ Aim /) ; 
in spite of (~ aff that, ~ aff you say, ~ aff 
Ae seems to dislike me, I still like him); on 
account of the hindrance of (were it not, 
but, except, ~ one thing I might be happy); 
corresponding to, in contrast with, (~ 
one enemy he has a hundred friends; bulk 
~ bulk, taking equal bulk of each; word 
~ word, literally, verbatim); so far as con¬ 
cerns, regarding, (~ the rest; ~ my part; 
~ all, aught, I know; hard up ~ money; 
icanls ~ nothing); considering, making 

forby(e) 

the allowance required by, the usual 
nature of (a humane man~ an executioner; 
very bright ~ a winter day); during, over, 
to the extent of, (has been so ~ months; 
walk ~ two miles; made comfortable ~ life, 
~ the present; left him alone ~ once); ~ all 
the world, exactly (looked ~ all the world 
like a porpoise); be for it (si.), be destined 
for punishment. 2. conj. (Introducing 
new sentence or series of sentences con¬ 
taining proof of or reason for believing 
what has been previously stated) seeing 
that, since, in order to be convinced of 
this observe or remember that . . . [OE, 
OS for, Goth, faur, prob. shortened f. 
Gmc *fora fore2] 

for-, pref. formerly very common, but re¬ 
maining only in some dozen common 
words. Meanings: (1) away, off, apart, 
(~f;j/, ~get, ~give); (2) prohibition (~fiid, 
~/end); (3) abstention, neglect, (~bear, 
~go, ~saicc, ~su:ear); (4) bad effect (~do); 
(5) excess, intensity (~forra, ~-worn). 
[OE for-, feer-, OS for-, OHG fir-, far-, 
Goth, fair-, faur-, cogn. w. Gk peri, pro, 
para, & L per, pro ] 

fo'rage, n., & y.t. & i. 1. Food for horses 
& cattle, esp. for horses in army; foraging 
(on the ~ etc.); || —cap, infantry undress 
cap. 2. vb. Collect ~ from, ravage; 
search for ~ or (fig.) for anything, rum¬ 
mage, supply with ~ ; get by foraging; so 
fo'rager (-Ij-) [-ieu] n. [ME, f. OF 
fourrage(r) f. fuerre f. WG *foder fodder] 

foram'en, n. (pi. -mina). Orifice, hole, 
passage, (esp. in Anat., Zool., Bot.). 
Hence foram'inATE2, -ated, aa. [L 
(forare bore, -men)] 

forasmuch' as (-az-; -az), conj. Seeing 
that, since. [ = for as much as ] 

fo'ray, n., & v.i. (Go on, make) incursion, 
raid, inroad, [prob. n. f. vb f. ME forayer 
f. OF fourricr f. fuerre fodder + -ier -er 1 ] 

forbear1 (fOrt/ar, forbar'), n. (usu. pi.). 
Ancestor(s). [fore--fobs, beer (be, -er1)] 

forbear'2 (-bar), v.t. & i. (-bore, -borne). 
Abstain or refrain from or from; not use 
or mention; be patient. Hence ~ance n., 
~IngLY2 adv., (-bar'-). [OE forberan 
(F0R-(3), BEAR2)] 

forbid', v.t. (-bad or -bd.de; -bidden). Com¬ 
mand (person etc.) not to do, (person etc.) 
not to go to (place), not allow (person etc. 
something; person or thing to exist or 
happen), (~ him to go, him the court, him 
wine; ~ gladiators, bullfights; was ~den 
wine); (of circumstances, hindrance, etc.) 
exclude, prevent, make undesirable, (God 
~may it not happen!); -—den or pro¬ 
hibited degrees ; ~den fruit, thing desired 
because not allowed. [OE forbeodan, see 
for-(2), bid] 

forbidd'ing, a,. Repellent, of uninviting 
appearance. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[-ING2 ] 

forby(e)', prep. & adv. (Sc. & arch.). 
Besides; not to mention; in addition. 
[for-(1) -f by ; cf. G vorbei] 
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force1, n. 1. Strength, power, impetus, 
violence, intense effort; military strength; 
body of armed men, army, (pi.) troops; 
body of police (the~, the police); strength 
exerted on an object, coercion, (by~, per 
~, by compulsion). 2. Mental or moral 
strength; influence, controlling power, 
efficacy, power to convince, vividness of 
effect, (the ~ of circumstances brought it 
about; there is ~ in what you say; de¬ 
scribed with much ~); (loose use) desir¬ 
ability, good sense, (can’t see the ~ of 
doing what one dislikes). 3. Binding 
power, validity, (law remains in, comes 
into, ~; put in ~, enforce); real import, 
precise meaning. 4. (phys.). Measurable 
and determinable influence inclining 
body to motion, intensity of this, (former¬ 
ly) kinetic energy (conservation of ~ or 
energy), (formerly) cause of any class of 
physical phenomena, e.g. of heat or 
motion, conceived as inherent in matter; 
(fig.) agency likened to these (considers 
himself a ~ in the world). 5. By ~ of, by 
means of; (Mil.) in ~, in large numbers; 
in great ~, vigorous, fit, lively; —pump, 
that forces water beyond range of atmo¬ 
spheric. pressure. Hence ~'less (-si-) a. 
[ME,f. OFf. Rom. *forlia(\./orfis strong)] 

f(5rce2, v.t. 1. Use violence to, ravish. 
2. Constrain, compel, (~ one’s hand, 
compel him to act prematurely or adopt 
policy unwillingly), put strained sense 
upon (words), (Cards) compel (player) to 
trump or reveal his strength, compel 
player to play (certain card); landing, 
compulsory landing of aircraft owing to 
damage, engine failure, etc.; so ~-land 
v.t. & i.; compel (person) to do, into doing, 
or into specified action. 3. Strain to the 
utmost, urge, (~ the pace or running, 
adopt high speed in race to tire adversary 
out quickly; so ~ the bidding at auction; 
~ one’s voice, strain to get notes beyond 
usual compass or degree of loudness 
beyond what is easy or natural; ~d 
march, requiring special effort; 
draught 1; ~ the game, run risks to score 
quickly; ~ an analogy, simile, etc., over¬ 
strain it). 4. Overpower, capture, make 
way through, break open, (stronghold, 
defences, pass, lock, door) by force. 5. 
Drive, propel. 6. Impose, press, (thing) 
upon person (~ a card, in conjuring, make 
one choose a particular card uncon¬ 
sciously). 7. Effect, produce, by effort 
(~ a smile, make oneself smile; ~ one’s 
way, a passage); take by force, extort, 
wring, (~ it out of his hands; ~d loan; ~ 
tears from his eyes, the facts out of him). 
8. Artificially hasten the maturity of 
(plant, scholar). Hence for'cedLY2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF forcer (prec.)] 

II fdrce3, n. (northern). Waterfall, [f. ON 
fors] 

fofce'ful (-sf-), a. (Arch, or literary or 
affected for) forcible. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
<~ness n. [-FUL] 

fafce majeure (mahzhdU), n. Irresistible 
compulsion, coercion diplomatically re¬ 
cognized as irresistible; war, strike, act 
of God, etc., excusing fulfilment of con¬ 
tract. (F ] 

fdlxe'meat (-sm-), n. Meat chopped, 
spiced, & seasoned for stuffing, [f. obs. 
force alt. f. farce2] 

for'ceps, n. sing. & pi. Surgical pincers; 
(Anat., Entom., Zool.) organ resembling 
~, whence fiJI'cipATF.2 a. [L (genit. -ipis)] 

for'cible, a. Done by, involving, force; 
telling, vivid, convincing, (of acts, words, 
style, artist, etc.); ~-feeble, disguising 
feebleness under show of force. Hence 
~ness n., foh'cIbLY2 adv. [AF, OF 
(force, -ible) ] 

ford, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Shallow place where 
river etc. may bo crossed by wading. 
2. vb. Cross (water), cross water, by 
wading. Hence ~'able, ~'less, aa. [OE, 
OS ford,_OHG furl f. WG *furd-; cf. fare ] 

fordo'(-do), v.t. (arch.; -did, -donepr. dun). 
Kill, destroy, spoil; (p.p.) exhausted, 
tired out. [OE fordon see for- (4), do 1 ] 

fore1, a. & n. 1. Situated in front (opp. 
hind, back, aft). 2. n. ~ part, bow of 
ship; (Naut.) at the ~, on the ~-royal 
mast-head; to the ~, on the spot, ready 
to hand, available, alive, (recently) con¬ 
spicuous (come to lhe~, take leading part), 
[developed f. compounds w. fore-] 

fore2, adv. & prep. 1. adv. In front (still 
in ~ & aft, at bow & stern, all over ship, 
backwards & forwards or lengthwise in 
ship; ~-&-aft rigged, having ~-&-aft 
sails, i.e. sails set lengthwise, not to yards, 
as chief sails; —&-aft cap, with peak at 
each end). 2. prep. In presence of (in 
adjurations), as ~ George = by George. 
[OE, ME fore, 03, OHG fora, Goth. 
faura; in mod. naut. use peril, f. LG; 
prep, often mistakenly ’fore as if short for 
before] 

fore3, int. (golf), warning people in front 
of stroke, [prob. for before ] 

fore-, fore2 freely used as a pref. with vbs, 
their participial adjectives, vbl nouns, & 
nouns of action; also with other nouns. 
Meanings with vbs etc.: (1) in front ('— 
runner); (2) beforehand, in advance, 
(~ordain). Meanings with nouns other 
than verbal or of action: (3) in front, 
front-, (~quarter); (4) front part of (~- 
arm); (5) of, near, or towards stem of ship 
or connected w. foremast (~castle, ~- 
hold); (6) anticipatory, precedent, (— 
knowledge). 

fore'arm1 (fdr'arm), n. Arm from elbow 
to wrist or finger-tips; corresponding part 
in foreleg or wing. [fore-(4)] 

forearm'2 (fGhOrn'), v.t. Arm beforehand. 
[fore-(2)] 

forebear (fdl'bar), n. = forbear1. 
forebod|e' (forb-), v.t. Predict (rare); be¬ 
token, portend; have presentiment of 
(usu. evil) or that. Hence ~'IngLY2 adv. 
[fore-(2)1 
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forebod'ing (fort)-), n. Prediction (rare), 
presage or omen, presentiment, (esp. of 
evil). [-ING1] 

fore-cabin (for'k-), n. Cabin in fore part 
of ship, usu. for second-class passengers. 
[fore-(5) ] 

forecast'1 (forkahst'), v.t. (forecast or ~ed, 
see in etym.). Estimate, conjecture, 
beforehand. [ME; fore-(2) + cast1 ; ~ed 
depends on mistaken assumption that the 
vb is derived f. foil. ] 

fore'cast2 (for'kahst), n. Foresight, pru¬ 
dence, (rare); conjectural estimate of 
something future, esp. of coming weather, 
[f. prec. ] 

forecastle, fo’c’s’le, (fok'sl), n. (Hist.) 
short raised deck at bow, (in warship, 
later but now obs.) part of upper deck 
forward of aftermost fore-shroud; (in 
modern ship) forward part under deck 
where sailors live. [foiie-(5) ] 

foreclos|e' (forkloz'), v.t. & i. Bar, pre¬ 
clude, prevent, shut out from enjoyment 
of; (Mortgage Law) bar (person entitled to 
redeem) upon nonpayment of money due, 
bar (right of redemption), take away 
power of redeeming (mortgage), whence 
~ure (fdrkldzli'er) n.; settle (arguable 
point etc.) by anticipation. [ME, f. OF 
forclore, p.p. -clos (OF for out f. L foris, 
CLOSE 3) ] 

fore'eourt (for'kort), n. Enclosed space 
before building, outer court. [fore-(3)] 

fore'edge (for'6j), n. Front or outer edge 
(esp. of book); ~ painting, decoration of 
the front (occas. the top) edge of book 
with coloured design. [fore-(3)] 

fore'father (for'fahdher), n. (PI.) the 
persons, esp. in earlier generations, from 
whom one’s father or mother is descended, 
(loosely) the past generations of a family 
or race; (sing., rare) man from whom one 
is descended. [fore-(6)] 

fore'finger (fdr'flngger), n. Finger next 
thumb (also called first or index finger). 
[F0RE-(3) ] 

fore'foot (fdr'f-), n. One of beast’s front 
feet; (Naut.) foremost piece of keel, 
course in front of this (crossing our ~). 
[fore-(3, 5)] 

fore'front (for'frtint), n. Very front, fore¬ 
most part, van, (in the ~ of the battle). 
[F0RE-(3) ] 

foregather. See forgather. 

II fore'gift (for'g-), n. (law). Premium for 
lease. [fore-(6)| 

forego'1 (forgo), v.t. & i. (-went, -gone pr. 
-gawn). Precede in place or time (~ing, 
previously mentioned); conclusion, 
decision or opinion come to in advance of 
the evidence or necessary facts, prejudice, 
result that can be or could have been 
foreseen. [ME; fore-(2)] 

forego2. See forgo. 
forego'er (forg-), n. Predecessor, [fore- 

(1)] 

foremost 

fore'ground (for'g-), n. Part of view, esp. 
in picture, nearest observer; most con¬ 
spicuous position. [fore-(3)[ 

fore'hand (fdr'h-), n. & a. 1. Part of horse 
in front of rider. 2. adj. (Of stroke at 
tennis etc.) not backhanded. [fore-(3)] 

forehead (fo'rfid), n. Part of face above 
eyebrows & between temples. [OE for- 
heafod see fore-(4), head1] 

fo'reign (-rin), a. Belonging to, proceed¬ 
ing from, other persons or things; alien 
from or to, irrelevant, dissimilar, or in¬ 
appropriate, to; introduced from outside 
(esp. ~ body or substance in the tissues 
etc.); situated outside, coming from 
another district, parish, society, etc.; 
outside the country, not in one’s own 
land; of, in, characteristic of, coming 
from, dealing with, some country not in 
the United Kingdom or English-speaking 
countries (~ <£- home trade; ~ parts, 
countries; F~ Office, department for ~ 
affair’s or its building; ~ letter-paper, thin 
to reduce postage). Hence ~ism(2, 4) n., 
~ize(3) v.t. & 1., (-rin-). [ME foren(e) f. 
OF forain f. LL foranus (L foras, -is 
outside, -an)] 

fd'reigner (-rin-), n. Person bom in 
foreign country or speaking foreign 
language; foreign ship, imported animal 
or article, [-er1] 

forejudge' (forj-), v.t. Judge or determine 
before hearing the evidence. [fore-(2)] 

foreknow (forno'), v.t. (-knew, -known). 
Know beforehand, have prescience of. 
So foreKNOWLEDGE (fornol'ij) n. [fore- 

(2)] 
fo'rel, fo'rrel, n. Vellum-like parchment 
for covering account-books. [ME, f. OF 
forrel f. fuerre sheath ; see fur] 

fore'land (for'l-), n. Cape, promontory; 
strip of land in front of something, [fore- 

(3)] 
fore'leg (fori-), n. Beast’s front leg. [fore- 

(3)] 
fore'ISck1 (fori-), n. Lock of hair growing 
just above forehead (take time, occasion, 
etc., by the not let chance slip), [fore- 
(3)] 

fore'lock2 (fori-), n., & v.t. Wedge put 
through hole in bolt to keep it in place; 
(vb) secure thus. [fore-(3), lock2] 

fore'man (form-), n. President & spokes¬ 
man of jury; principal workman super¬ 
intending others (working ~, one who both 
works & supervises). [fore-(3)] 

fore'mast (form-), n. Forward lower mast 
of ship (~ man, seaman, hand, sailor be¬ 
low rank of petty officer). [fore-(5)] 

fore'most (for'most, -ost), a. & adv. 
superl. 1. Most advanced in position, 
front, (head, end, etc., ~, with head etc. 
in front); most notable, best, chief. 
2. adv. Before anything else in position, 
in the first place, (usu. first & ~). [OE 
formest (= Goth, frumists) f. forma (fore2 
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-fsuperl. -to, = OS forme. Goth, frurria) + 
-est ; assim. to /ore & most] 

fore'name (torn-), n. First or Christian 
name. [fore-(3) ] 

fore'noon (torn-), n. The day till noon, 
morning, [fore 2 + nook ] 

for6n's|ic, a. Of, used in, courts of law 
(~ic medicine, medical jurisprudence). 
Hence ~ically adv. [f. L forensis 
(forum) + -IC] 

foreordain' (foror-), v.t. Predestinate, 
appoint beforehand. So foreoRDiNa'tion 
(for<5T-) n. [FORE-(2)] 

fore'peak (forp-), n. (naut.). End of fore¬ 
hold in angle of bows. [fore-(5)[ 

fore'plane (forp-), n. First plane used 
after saw or axe. [fore-(6)[ 

fore-reach' (for-r-), v.i. & t. Shoot ahead; 
gain upon, pass. [fore-(I)] 

fore-run' (for-r-), v.t. (-nn-; -ran, -ran). 
Be precursor of, foreshadow. Hence 
~n,ER1 (1, 2) n. [FORE-(l)] 

fore'sail (foi'sl, -sal), n. Principal sail on 
foremast (lowest square sail, or fore-&- 
-aft bent on mast, or triangular before 
mast). [fore-(5)[ 

foresee' (forse'), v.t. (-saw, -seen). See 
beforehand, have prescience, of, (noun, or 
that); exercise foresight (obs. exc. in~lNG2 
a., ~Ingi,Y2 adv.). [fore-(2)[ 

foreshadow (fdrsh&d'o), v.t. Prefigure, 
serve as type or presage of. [fore-(2)[ 

fore-sheets (forsh-), n. pi. Inner part of 
bows of boat with gratings for bowman. 
[fore-(5)] 

fore'shore (forsh-), n. Part of shore 
between high- & low-water marks, or 
between water & land cultivated or built 
on. [fore-(4) ] 

foreshdi't'en (forsh-), v.t. Show, portray, 
(object) with the apparent shortening due 
to visual perspective. [fore-(I)] 

foreshow' (forsho'), v.t. (p.p. ~u). Fore¬ 
tell ; foreshadow, portend, prefigure. [OE 
foresceawian see fore-(I), show] 

fore'sight (for'sit), n. Foreseeing, pre¬ 
vision ; care for the future; front sight of 
gun. [fore-(2, 3)] 

fore'skin (fors-), n. Prepuce. [fore-(3)1 
fo'rest, n., & v.t. 1. Large tract covered 
with trees & undergrowth sometimes 
mixed with pasture, trees growing in it 
(lit., & fig. aso~ of masts); deer—; (with 
proper name prefixed) district formerly 
~ but now cultivated, as Sherwood ; 
II (Law) unenclosed woodland district kept 
for hunting usu. owned by sovereign; 
•—-tree, of large growth fitted for~. 2. v.t. 
Plant with trees, convert into ~. [ME, 
f. OF f. mod. L forcstis (silva wood) 
outside (walls of park) f. L foris outside] 

forestall' (forstawl'), v.t. (Hist.) buy up 
(goods) in order to profit by enhanced 
price; be beforehand with in action, 
anticipate and so baffle; deal with before 
the regular time, anticipate, [f. OE 
foresleall n. ambush, seo fore-(6), stall1] 

fore'stay (fors-), n. Stay from foremast¬ 

head to ship’s stem to support the fore¬ 
mast. [FORE-(5) ] 

fo'rester, n. Officer in charge of forest, or 
of growing timber; dweller in forest; 
(F~) member of the Ancient Order of F—s 
(friendly society); bird or beast of forest, 
e.g. Now-Forest pony; kinds of moth. 
JME, f. OF forestier (forest, -ier)] 

fo'restry, n. Wooded country, forests; 
science & art of managing forests, [f. OF 
foresterie (forest, -ery) ] 

fore'taste1 (for't-), n. Partial enjoyment 
or suffering (of) in advance, anticipation. 
[fore-(2)J 

foretaste'2 (fort-), v.t. Taste beforehand, 
anticipate enjoyment etc. of. [fore-(2)] 

foretell' (fbit-), v.t. (-told). Predict, 
prophesy; presage, be precursor of. 
[fore-(2)] 

forethought (for'tbawt), n. Previous 
contriving, deliberate intention; provi¬ 
dent care. [fore-(6)J 

foretime (fort-), n. The past, early days, 
old times. [fore-(C)] 

foretoken1 (for't-), n. Sign of something 
to come, prognostic. [fore-(G)] 

foretok'en2 (fort-), v.t. Portend, point to. 
[F0RE-(2)] 

fore'top (fort-), n. top of foremast; fore- 
top-gall' ant mast, mast above fore-top¬ 
mast, i.e. mast above foremast; fore- 
topgalVant-sail, sail above fore-top'sail, 
1. e. sail above foresail. (fore-(5)] 

forewarn' (forworn'), v.t. Warn before¬ 
hand (csp. in —ed is forearmed). [fore-(2)] 

fore'woman (for'wdomon), n. President 
& spokeswoman of jury of matrons; chief 
workwoman supervising others. [fore-(3) ] 

fore'word (fbr'wdrd), n. Preface; intro¬ 
ductory remarks, esp. by another than 
the author of the book etc. [from 1842; 
mod. formation of the anti-Latinists, 
after G vorwort; fore-(3)] 

fore'yard (foi'yatd), n. Lowest yard on 
FOREMAST. 

fdrf'eit (-fit), n. & a., & v.t. 1. (Thing) lost 
owing to crime or fault (his life was the ~ 
or was ~, his ~ life); penalty for breach 
of contract or neglect, fine; trivial fine 
for breach of rules in clubs etc. or in 
games (play ~s), article surrendered by 
player in game of ~s to be redeemed by 
performing ludicrous task; forfeiture. 
2. v.t. Lose right to, be deprived of, have 
to pay, as penalty of crime, neglect, etc., 
or as necessary consequence of something; 
hence ~able a., ~ure n., (-fit-). [ME, f. 
OF forfait p.p. of forfaire f. med. L foris 
facere transgress (L foris outside, facere 
do)] 

fdbfend', v.t. Avert, keep off, (usu. in 
God ~ /). [F0R-(2)] 

fdtf'icate, a. (zool.). Scissor-shaped. [f. 
L forfex -ids scissors -f -ate2] 

fdrgath'er (-dh-), v.i. Assemble, meet 
together, associate, converse. [16th c. 
Sc., f. Du. vergaderen, w. assim. to for- 
(5), GATHER] 



forgave. See forgive. 
forge S n. Smithy; blacksmith’s hearth or 

fireplace with bellows; furnace or hearth 
for melting or refining metal, workshop 
containing it. [ME, f. OF f. L fabrica 
FABRIC] 

fdrge2, v.t. & i. Shape by heating in fire 
and hammering; fabricate, invent, (tale, 
lie); make in fraudulent imitation, esp. 
write (document, signature) in order to 
pass off as written by another, whence 
fdr'gER1 n. Hence fdr'geABiF, (-ja-) a. 
[ME, f. OF forgierf. L fabricate fabricate ] 

fflrge3, v.i. Make way, advance, gradually 
or with difficulty, esp. ~ ahead, take lead 
in race, get start, [orig. unkn. ] 

for'gery, n. Forging, counterfeiting, or 
falsifying, of document; spurious thing 
esp. document or signature. [forge2, 
-ery] 

forget' (-g-), v.t. & i. (-gdt,-gotten & poet. 
-got; -tt-). Lose remembrance of or about 
(noun, that, how to, or abs.),; neglect (usu. 
to do), inadvertently omit to bring or 
mention or attend to; put out of mind, 
cease to think of, (esp. forgive & ~); dis¬ 
regard, slight; ~ oneself, neglect one’s 
own interests, act unbecomingly or un¬ 
worthily, lose consciousness; ~-me-nof, 
kinds of myosotis, esp. one with small 
yellow-eyed blue flowers (~-me-not blue 
as name of colour). Hence ~Ftil a. (of), 
~fulLY2 adv., ~fulNESS n., ~t'ABLE a. 
[OF. forgictan, OS fargetan, OHG far- 
gez&an see for-(1), get] 

forgiv|e' (-g-), v.t. (-gave, -given). Remit, 
let off, (debt, person debt); pardon 
(offence, offender, offender offence, or 
abs.). Hence ~'able a., ~e'ness (-glvn-) 
[~en + -ness ] n., ~'ing2 a., ~'IngLY2 adv., 
~'imgNESS n., (-g-). [OF forgiefan see 
F0R-(1), give] 

forgo', v.t. (-wlnt, -gone pr. -gawn). Ab¬ 
stain from, go without, let go, omit to 
take or use, relinquish. [OE forgan see 
FOR-(3), GO ] 

fo'rint, n. Principal monetary unit of 
Hungary. [Hung.] 

fork, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Pronged agricul¬ 
tural implement for digging, lifting, 
carrying, or throwing; two, three, or four, 
-pronged instrument used in eating at 
table or cooking; (also tuning-~) steel 
instrument giving when struck a fixed 
musical note; stake with ~ed end used as 
prop for vines etc.; ~ing, bifurcation, e.g. 
that of human legs, of diverging roads, 
or of branches; flash of ~ed lightning; 
hence ~'y2 a. (poet.). 2. vb. Form ~, 
have or develop branches; lift, carry, dig, 
or throw with ~; (si.) ~ out or over or wp, 
hand over, pay. [OE forca, OS furka, 
OHG furcha, ON forkr f. L furca] 

forked (-kt), a. With fork or fork-like end, 
branching, divergent, cleft, (three— etc., 
withthreeetc.prongs);two-legged. [-ED2] 

forlorn', a. Desperate, hopeless, (cf. foil.); 
abandoned, forsaken, (poet.) deprived of, 

-form 

in pitiful condition, of wretched appear¬ 
ance. [p.p. of obs. forlese, OE forliosan 
see for-(I), rose] 

forldrn' hope, n. Storming-party; des¬ 
perate enterprise. [16th c., f. Du. verloren 
hoop lost troop (hoop = heap)] 

form ’, n. 1. Shape, arrangement of parts, 
visible aspect (esp. apart from colour), 
shape of body (face & ~). 2. Person or 
animal as visible or tangible (saw a~, the 
~ of—, btforeme). 3. (philos.). Thatwhich 
makes anything (matter) a determinate 
species (Scholastic), conditions of thing’s 
existence by knowing which we can pro¬ 
duce it (Baconian), formative principle 
holding together the elements of thing 
(Kantian). 4. Mode in which thing exists 
or manifests itself (in, under, take, the ~ 
of), species, kind, variety. 5. (gram.). 
One of the shapes taken by a word in 
spelling, pronunciation, or inflexion, 
external characteristics of words apart 
from meaning. 6. II Class in most (esp. the 
Public) schools (usu. numbered from 
sixth down to first). 7. Arrangement & 
style in literary or musical composition. 
8. Customary method (in due ~; that is 
common ~, is of no special significance), 
set order of words, formula, regularly 
drawn document, II document with blanks 
to be filled up. 9. Formality, mere piece 
of ceremony. 10. Behaviour according to 
rule or custom (good, bad, ~, satisfying or 
offending current ideals); correct proce¬ 
dure (he knows the ~). 11. Condition 
of health & training (in, out of, ~, fit or 
not for racing etc., of horses or athletes; 
lose one’s ~), good spirits (was in great 
~). 12. Long seat without back, bench. 
13. (Print.; || also ~e) body of type 
secured in chase for printing at one im¬ 
pression. 14. Hare’s lair. [ME, f. OF 
forme f. L forma] 

form2, v.t. & i. 1. Fashion, mould, (into 
certain shape; after, by, from, upon, pat¬ 
tern; or abs.); assume shape, become 
solid. 2. Mould by discipline, train, 
instruct, (person, or faculty etc.); em¬ 
body, organize, into a company etc. 3. 
Frame, make, produce; articulate (word); 
conceive, (idea, judgement); develop 
(habit); contract (alliance); be material 
of, make up, make one or part of. 4. 
(gram.). Construct (new word) by deriva¬ 
tion, inflexion, etc. 5. (mil. etc.). Draw up 
(t. & i.; often up) in order, assume speci¬ 
fied formation (~ line, column), ~ in a 
formation (right, left, ~). [ME, f. OF 
fourmer f. L formare (prec..)] 

fdrm-, comb, form of formic or formyl, as 

/ormAL'DEHYDE, a disinfectant & anti¬ 

septic, form'all's a solution of this. 

-form, suf. (in actual use -iform, see -I-) f. 

F -forme f. L -formis (form1) giving adjj. 

(1) w. sense having the form of (cruciform, 
cuneiform), (2) referring to number of 

forms (uniform, multiform, diversiform). 
Chloroform does not contain this suf. 
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form'al, a. 1. (Metaphys.) of the essence 
of a thing (~ cause1), essential not 
material; of the outward form, shape, 
appearance, arrangement, or external 
qualities, (Log.) concerned with the form, 
not the matter, of reasoning. 2. Valid in 
virtue of its form, explicit and definite, 
not merely tacit. 3. Ceremonial, required 
by convention (a ~ call), perfunctory, 
having the form without the spirit; 
observant of forms, precise, prim, exces¬ 
sively regular or symmetrical, stiff, 
methodical, whence ~ism(2), ~ist(2), nn., 
—'is'tic a. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. L 
formalis (FORM1, -al)] 

formal'ity, n. Conformity to rules, pro¬ 
priety ; ceremony, elaborate procedure; 
formal or ceremonial act, requirement of 
etiquette or custom; being formal, pre¬ 
cision of manners, stiffness of design, [f. 
F formoliU (prec., -ty)1 

fol*m'aliz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Give definite 
shape or legal formality to; make cere¬ 
monious, precise, or rigid, imbue with 
formalism. Hence ~a'tion n. [-ize] 

forni'St (or -ah), n. Shape & size of book. 
[F] 

forma'tion, n. Forming, being formed; 
thing formed; arrangement of parts, 
structure, (Mil.) disposition of troops; 
a number of aircraft flying in company, 
whence ‘form'ate1 v.i., (of aircraft) 
fly in(to) ~; (Geol.) assemblage of rocks 
of series of strata having some common 
characteristic, [late ME, f. OF or f. L 
formalin (form2, -ation)] 

form'ative, a. & n. Serving to fashion, 
of formation; (Gram., of flexional & 
derivative suffixes and prefixes) used in 
forming words, (n.) ~ element. [OF {-if, 
-ive) see form2, -ative] 

II fdlrne, n. (print.). See form1. 
fohm'er, a. & pron. Of the past or an 
earlier period (in ~ times; more like her ~ 
self; our ~ haunts), whence ~ly2 adv.; 
the ~ (with noun, or oftener as pron. with 
possessive the ~’s), the first or first 
mentioned of two (opp. latter). [ME, f. 
forme-V-er3, after foremost] 

form'|ic, a. (chem.). acid, colourless 
irritant volatile acid contained in fluid 
emitted by ants. Hence fdrm'ate2 
[-ATE 1(3)], ~ene, ~yl, nn. [irreg. f. 
L formica ant + -ic ] 

f<5rmica'tion, n. Sensation as of ants 
crawling over the skin. [f. L formicatio 
-onis tingling, f. formica ant] 

f<5i"m'Idab|le, a. To be dreaded; likely to 
be hard to overcome, resist, or deal with. 
Hence ~lexESS n., ~ly2 adv. [f. F, or L 
formidabilis (formidare fear, -able) ] 

form'less, a. Shapeless, without deter¬ 
minate or regular form. Hence ~ly2 
adv., '■—ness n. [-less] 

f(5rm'ul|a, n. (pi. -ae, -as). Set form of 
words, definition, enunciation of prin¬ 
ciple in form of words, statement pre¬ 
scribed for use on some occasion; rule 

forte 

unintelligently followed, conventional 
usage or belief, whence ~ism(3), ~ist(2), 

nn., ~is'tic a.; recipe; principle serving 
to accommodate differences of aim or 
opinion (diplomatists seeking a —a); 
(Math.) rule or statement in algebraic 
symbols; (Chem.) expression by symbols 
of substance’s constituents; tabulation 
of certain facts by symbols & figures. 
Hence ~ariZE(3) (through obs. ~ar a.], 
~IZF,(3), V V. t. = FORMULATE, ~ariZA'TION, 

—iza'tion, nn. [L, dim. of forma form1] 

fiJrm'ulary, n. & a. Collection of formu¬ 
las; document or book of set forms esp. 
for belief or ritual; (adj.) in or of formu¬ 
las. [f. F formulaire f. neut. of L formu- 
larius (prec., -ary1)] 

fohm'ullate, v.t. Reduce to, express in, a 
formula; set forth systematically. Hence 
~A'TION n. [FORMULA-f-ATE 3 ] 

f(5rn'icat|e, v.i. Commit fornication. So 
~or n. [f. LL fornicari (fornix -ids 
brothel), -ate3] 

fdrnica'tion, n. Voluntary sexual inter¬ 
course between man (occas. restricted to 
unmarried man) & unmarried woman (cf. 
adultery). [ME, f. OF f. LL fornicationem 
(prec., -ion)] 

II forpined' (-nd), a. (arch.). Wasted by 
hunger, torture, etc. [p.p. of obs. forpine 
see for-(5)] 

forrader. See forward2. 

forrel. See forel. 

forsake', v.t. (-sook, -sdken). Give up, 
break off from, renounce; withdraw one’s 
help, friendship, or companionship from, 
desert, abandon. [OF, forsacan (= OS 
forsakan, OHG firsahhan) deny, renounce, 
refuse, f. for-(3) +sacan contend; see 
SAKE] 

forsooth', adv. Truly, in truth, no doubt, 
(used parenthet. always in irony). (OE 
forsoth (FOR, SOOTH)] 

II forspent', a. (arch.) Tired out. [p.p. of 
obs. forspend see F0R-(5), spend] 

forswear' (-war), v.t. (-sivOre, -sworn). 
Abjure, renounce on oath; ~ oneself, 
swear falsely, perjure oneself; (p.p.) per¬ 
jured. [OE forswerian, see for-(3, 1), 
SWEAR] 

forsyth'ia, n. (Kinds of) spring-flowering 
ornamental shrub bearing bright-yellow 
flowers, [f. W Forsyth (d. 1804), English 
botanist, + -IA1] 

fort, n. Fortified place (usu. single build¬ 
ing or set of connected military buildings, 
cf. fortress) ; trading-station, orig forti¬ 
fied (hist.). [F. abs. use of fort strong f. L 
forlis] 

fdrt'alxce, n. (Arch. & poet.) fortress; 
(mod.) small outwork of fortification, 
small fort. [f. med 1- fortalitia. (L fortis 
strong)] 

fdf-te1, n. Person’s strong point: (Fenc.) 
sword-blade from hilt to middle (cf. 
foible), [f. F fort abs. use of adj.-3* 

strong; for substitution of fern, form cf. 
morale, locale] 



forte 

foi-t'e2, mus. direction (abbr. /.). Loud; 
~ ~ (abbr. ff.), very loud ; ~ piano (abbr. 
fp.), loud & then immediately soft. [It.] 

forth, adv. & prep. 1. Forwards (now only 
in back <& ~, to & fro); onwards in time 
(now only in from this time ~, & in comb, 
as henee~); forward, into view, (bring, 
come, show, etc., ~); out from home etc. 
(sail, issue, ~); out of doors (cast ~); & 
so ~, & so on, & the like; so far ~, to that 
extent; so far ~ as, to whatever extent. 
2. prep. (arch.). From out of. [OE, OS 
forth, MHO vort f. W6 *fortha] 

fdrthcom'mg (-ku-), a. About or likely 
to come forth ; approaching; ready to be 
produced when wanted, [prec., comb, 
-ing2] 

forthright' (-rit), adv., forth'right (-rit), 
a. & n. 1. adv. Straight forward; straight¬ 
way. 2. adj. Going straight; outspoken, 
unswerving; decisive, dextrous. 3. n. 
(arch.). Straight course (~s &■ meanders). 
[OE; forth + right a. & adv.] 

forthwith' (-th, -dh), adv. immediately, 
without delay, [for forth with used abs. ] 

fdrtifica'tion, n. Fortifying; strengthen¬ 
ing of wine with alcohol; (Mil.) providing, 
art or science of providing, with defen¬ 
sive works, (usu. pi.) defensive work(s), 
wall(s), earthwork(s), tower(s), etc. [F, f. 
LL fortificationcm act of strengthening 
(foil., -ation)] 

fort'if jy, v.t. & i. Strengthen structure of; 
impart vigour or physical strength or 
endurance to, strengthen mentally or 
morally, encourage; increase nutritive 
value of (food); strengthen (liquors) with 
alcohol; corroborate, confirm, (state¬ 
ment); provide (town, army, oneself) 
with defensive works; erect fortifications. 
Hence ~1able a. [late ME, f. OF fortifier 
f. LL fortificare (fortis strong, -FY)] 

f&rtlss'hno, mus. direction (abbr. ff., 
ffor., forss.). Very loud. [It.] 

fortiter. See suaviter. 
fort'itude, n. Courage in pain or adversity. 

[F, f. L fortitude) (fortis strong, -TUDE)] 
fdrt'night (-nit), n. Period of two weeks 

(today, thisday, Monday, etc.,~, a~ from 
today etc.; would rather keep him etc. a 
week than a ~, he etc. is a large eater). 
[OE feorwertyne niht fourteen nights] 

fort'nightly (-it-), a. & adv. (Happening, 
appearing) once every fortnight. [-LY1- 2] 

fort'ress, n., & v.t. Military stronghold, 
esp. strongly fortified town fit for largo 
garrison; (vb, poet.) serve as ~ to, pro¬ 
tect. [ME, f. OF forteresse f. Rom. 
*forta.ritia (cf. fortalice), f. L fortis 
strong ] 

fortu'itism, fdrtu'itist, nn. Belief, be¬ 
liever, in chance & natural causes, not 
design, as causing adaptations in nature 
(cf. teleology, -ist). [foil, -ism, -ist] 

fortu'itous, a. Due to or characterized by 
chance, accidental, casual. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ~nf,ss n. [f. L fortuitus (fors -tis 
chance) +-ous] 

forward 

fdrtu'ity, n. Fortuitousness; a chance 
occurrence; accident; unW-udied or un¬ 
intended character, [irreg. f. on prec. 
(-ITY) ] 

fdrt'unate, a. Favoured by fortune, lucky, 
prosperous; auspicious, favourable. [ME, 
f. L fortunedus (fortune, -ate2)] 

fdrt'unately (-tl-), adv. Luckily, success¬ 
fully, (esp. as parenthesis qualifying 
whole sentence = it is a fortunate thing 
that). [-LY2] 

fdrt'une1 (-chOon, -tun), n. Chance, hap, 
luck, as a power in men’s affairs (F~, this 
power personified as goddess; try the ~ of 
war, see what it will bring, risk it; 
soldier of ~); luck good or bad that falls 
to anyone or to an enterprise etc. (in 
sing, or pi.; try one’s ~, take some risky 
step), coming lot (tell person his ~, tell 
~s, of gipsies eto., whence ~-tellER1 n.); 
good luck; prosperity, prosperous condi¬ 
tion, wealth, (make one’s ~, prosper; 
make a ~, become rich; spent a small ~ 
on it, large sum; marry a ~, heiress), 
whence ~less (-nl-) a.; <—hunter, man 
seeking rich wife. [ME, f. OF f. L 
fortuna ] 

fdrt'une2 (-chdbn, -tun), v.i. (arch. & 
poet.). Chance, occur, (esp. impers., it 
~d that)-, come by chance upon. [ME, f. 
OF fortuner f. L fortunare make fortunate 
(prec.)] 

fort'y, a. & n. 1. Four times ten, 40, xl, 
XL, (~-one, first, etc.; ~ winks, short 
nap esp. after dinner); hence fbrt'lETH a. 
& n. 2. n. Age of ~ years (after ~, over ~; 
the forties, years of life or century between 
39 & 50; hungry Forties); roaring forties, 
stormy ocean tracts between lat. 30° & 
50° S.; II the Forties, sea area between N.E. 
coast of Scotland and S.W. coast of 
Norway (so named from its depth of ~ 
fathoms or more); || '—-penny nail; the 
F'—five, Jacobite rebellion of 1745. [OE 
fjsowertig (four, -ty2)] 

for'um, n. (Rom. Ant.) public place, 
market-place, place of assembly for judi¬ 
cial & other business, esp. at Rome; 
place of public discussion; periodical etc. 
giving opportunity for debate etc.; court, 
the law courts, (fig. the ~ of conscience 
etc.). [L] 

fdr'ward1, a. & n. 1. (Naut.) belonging 
to fore part of ship; lying in one’s line 
of motion (the ~ horizon), onward or to¬ 
wards the front (the ~ path; ~ play in 
cricket, see foil.; ~ movement, special 
effort at political etc. progress; ~ school, 
parly, opinions, advanced or extreme). 
2. (commerc.). Relating to future produce 
(~ contract). 3. Advanced, progressing to 
maturity or completion, (of plant, crop, 
season) well advanced or early; ready, 
prompt, eager, (often to do); precocious; 
presumptuous, pert, whence ~ly2 adv.; 
hence ~ness n. 4. n. One of the first-line 
players in football, hockey, etc. [OE 
foreweard (fore2, -ward), a.] 

480 
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fdr ward2(s), adv. (-d is added below to 
senses in which the -s form is rare or not 
used). Towards the future, continuously 
onwards, (-d; from this time ~; look ~, 
ahead; carriage ~; dale ~, of commercial 
orders, post-date). 2. Towards the front 
in the direction one is facing, (Cricket; -d) 
play~, reach ~ to play short-pitched ball; 
with continuous ~ motion (rushing ~), 
(Mil., as word of command, -d, = go ~, 
advance). 3. In advance, ahead, (-d; 
send him ~; ~-looking, progressive); 
backwardfs) <& ~, to & fro; to the front, 
into prominence, (-d; bring ~, draw 
attention to; come ~, offer oneself for 
task, post, etc.; put or set ~, allege, 
make oneself too conspicuous). 4. (naut.; 
-d). To, at, in, fore part of ship. 5. 
Onward so as to make progress (-d; go ~, 
be going on, progress; can’t get any for¬ 
warder, or usu. colloq. forrader, make no 
progress). [OE foreweard, prob. neut. acc. 
of prec. ] 

for'ward3, v.t. Help forward, promote; 
accelerate growth of; send (letter etc.) on 
to further destination, (loosely) dispatch 
(goods etc.), [f. prec.] 

II forwear'ied (-id), forwdrn', aa. (arch.). 
Tired out. [for-(5), weary, wear2, w. ] 

fosse, n. Long narrow excavation, canal, 
ditch, trench, esp. in fortification; (Anat.) 
groove, depression, also fossETTE' n. 
[ME, f. OF, f. L fossa orig. fern. p.p. of 
fodere dig] 

foss'ick, v.i. (si.). Rummage, search 
about, [dial. wrd current in Austral, goid- 
-mining=search in crevices or abandoned 
workings] 

fdss'il, a. & n. Found buried, dug up, 
(~ fuel etc.; now rare); (thing) preserved 
in strata of earth with more or less 
chemical or other change of texture & 
recognizable as remains or impressions of 
plant or animal of past (usu. prehistoric) 
ages (~ bones, shells, ivory, hunting for 
~s; also fig., as words are ~ thoughts)-, 
(person or thing) belonging to the past, 
antiquated, incapable of further develop¬ 
ment. Hence ~ate3 v.t., ~a'tion n., 
~iF'EROUS a., ~ize(3) v.t. & i., ~1ZA'TI0N 
n. [f. F fossile f. L fossilis (fodere foss- 
dig, -il)] 

fossdr'ial, a. (zool.). Burrowing; used in 
burrowing, [f. LL fossorius (fossor digger 
f. fodere see prec., -or) + -AL] 

fos'ter1, n. Food (obs. exc. in comb., as 
~-child,, -father, -mother, -parent, -son, 
-daughter, -brother, -sister, = having the 
specified relationship not by blood, but in 
virtue of nursing or bringing up); acting 
or treated as —; ~-mother, (also) = in¬ 
cubator. [OE fostor (FOOD, suf. -tro-)] 

fos'ter2, v.t. (Arch.) tend affectionately, 
cherish, keep warm (in bosom), promote 
growth of; encourage or harbour (feeling); 
(of circumstances) bo favourable to. 
Hence ~er1, fos'trESS1, nn. [OE fostrian, 
f. prec.] 

fos'terage, n. Fostering; custom of em¬ 
ploying foster-mothers, [-age] 

fos'terling, n. Foster-child, nursling, pro- 
tegb. [OE fostorling (foster1, -ling1)] 

fougasse (fdogahs'), n. Improvised mortar 
excavated in the ground, charged with 
stones, bits of iron, etc., and fired by gun¬ 
powder. [F] 

fought. See fight1. 
foul, a., n., adv., & v.i. & t. 1. Offensive 
to tho senses, loathsome, stinking, (~ 
brood, a disease of larval bees); dirty, 
soiled (~ linen), filthy; (si.) revolting, 
disgusting; defaced with corrections (~ 
copy)-, charged with noxious matter (~ 
air, water)-, clogged, choked, (~ gun- 
-barrel); (of ship’s bottom) overgrown 
with weed, barnacles, etc.; morally 
polluted, obscene, disgustingly abusive, 
(the ~ fiend, the devil; ~ deed, motive, 
talk-, ~-mouthed, -tongued); (of fish at or 
after spawning) in bad condition; ugly 
(now dial. exc. in fair or ~); unfair, 
against rules of game etc., (~ blow, stroke, 
riding; ~ play, in games, & fig. treachery, 
murder or violence); (of weather) wTet, 
rough, stormy; (of wind) contrary; in 
collision (fall1 ~ of); entangled (rope is 
~). 2. n. Something ~ (through ~ <£• fair, 
through everything); collision, entangle¬ 
ment, esp. in riding, rowing, or running, 
irregular stroke or piece of play. 3. adv. 
In irregular way (hit him ~; play one ~, 
deal treacherously with him). 4. vb. Be¬ 
come ~, get clogged; make ~ or dirty (~ 
one’s own nest) ; pollute with guilt, dis¬ 
honour; cause (anchor, cable) to become 
entangled, jam or block (crossing, railway 
line, traffic); become entangled; run ~ 
of, collide with. [OE, OS, OHG ful, ON 
full, Goth, fills f. Gmc *fulaz] 

foul'ard (fbbl'ahr), n. Thin flexible 
material of silk or silk & cotton; hand¬ 
kerchief of it. [F] 

foule (foola'), n. Light woollen dress 
material with glossy surface. [F, = 
pressed (cloth), p.p. of fouler full2] 

foul'ly (-1-11), adv. Abominably, cruelly, 
wickedly (was ~ murdered); with un¬ 
merited insult (~ slandered). [-LY2] 

foul'ness, n. Foul condition; foul matter; 
disgusting wickedness, [-ness] 

foum'art (fob-), n. Polecat. [ME fulmard 
(foul, mearth marten)] 

found1, v.t. & i. Lay base of (building 
etc.); be original builder, begin building, 
of (town, edifice); set up, establish (esp. 
with endowment), originate, initiate, 
(institution); construct, base, (tale, one’s 
fortunes, classification, rule, etc.) (up)on 
some ground, support, principle, etc. (also 
is ~ed in justice etc.; well, ill, etc., ~ed, 
reasonable, justified, baseless, etc.); rely, 
base oneself, (of argument etc.) bo based, 
(up)on. [ME, f. OF fonder f. L fundare 
(fundus bottom)] 

found2, v.t. Melt & mould (metal), fuse 
(materials for glass); make (thing of 
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molten metal, glass) by melting. So 
foun'dRY(3) n. [ME, f. OF fondre f. L 
fundere fus- pour] 

found3. See find. 
foundation, n. Establishing, constitut¬ 

ing on permanent basis, esp. of an en¬ 
dowed institution; such institution, e.g. 
monastery, college, or hospital (on the 
entitled to benefit by its funds, whence 
||~er1 (-shon-) n.), or its revenues; solid 
ground or base, natural or artificial, on 
which building rests, lowest part of 
building usu. below ground-level; basis, 
groundwork, underlying principle, (re¬ 
port has no —; base religion on a moral —); 
body or ground on which other parts are 
overlaid, e.g. underskirt, first set of 
stitches in crochet or knitting; ~ gar¬ 
ment, woman’s supporting undergarment, 
e.g. corset, corslet, girdle; —-muslin, -net, 
gummed fabrics for stiffening dresses & 
bonnets; ~-school, endowed; — -stone, 
esp. one laid with ceremony to celebrate 
founding of edifice. [ME, f. OF fondaiion 
or L fundatio (found1, -ation)] 

foun'der1, n. In vbl senses of found1; 

esp., one who founds institutions (~- 
-member; |] —’skin, relatives of ~ entitled 
to election or preference); —’s shares, 
shares issued to ~s of public company as 
part-consideration for business taken 
over, & separate from ordinary capital. 
Hence—ship, foun'drESS1, nn. [-er1] 

foun'der2,n. Invblsensesoffound1, [-er2] 

foun'der3, v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Of earth, 
building, etc.) fall down or in, give way; 
(of horse; or with rider substituted as 
subject) fall from overwork, collapse, fall 
lame, stick fast in bog etc.; cause (horse) 
to break down by overwork; (of ship) fill 
with water & sink, cause (ship) to do this; 
(Golf) hit (ball) into ground. 2. n. In¬ 
flammation of horse’s foot from over¬ 
work; (also chest, body, —) rheumatism 
of chest-muscles in horses. [ME, f. OF 
fondrer submerge, collapse, (L fundus 
bottom)] 

found'ling, n. Deserted infant of un¬ 
known parents. [ME; p.p. of find + 
-LING1] 

fount1, n. (poet, or rhet.). Spring, source, 
fountain; (shop) reservoir of oil in lamp 
or of ink in pen. [f. L fons -lis on anal, of 
mount; from late 16th c.] 

lifount2 (or f5nt), n. (print.). Set of type 
of same face & size. [f. F fonle (fondre 
FOUND2)] 

foun'tain (-tin), n. Water-spring; source 
of river etc. (also fig.. Crown is the — of 
honour; poison the —s of trust); jet of 
water made to spout, structure provided 
for it, (also drinking—) public erection 
with constant supply of drinking-water; 
reservoir in lamp, printing-press, etc., for 
oil, ink, etc. (—pen, having this); —head, 
original source. Henco (-)—ed2 (-ind) a. 
[ME, f. OF fonlaine f. LL fontana orig. 
fem. of L fontanus adj. (fount1, -an)] 

four (for), a. & n. 1. One more than three, 
4, iv, IV, (— corners of earth etc., remotest 
parts; — corners of document etc., its 
scope; within the — seas, in Gt Britain; — 
figures, some number from 1000 to 9999; 
twenty etc. — or —-dr-twenty etc.; —cfr- 
-twentieth etc.); (ellipt.) — hours (~ o’clock), 
— horses (carriageetc.&—); II —-ale (hist.), 
sold at id. a quart; — by two, rifle pull- 
-through cloth; —-coupled, with — coupled 
wheels; -—course, with fourfold rotation 
(of crops); •—dimension^ ; *—-fiusher (si.), 
bluffer, humbug [orig. Poker term]; — 
-footed, quadruped (adj.); II —-foot way, 
space (4 ft. in.) between pair of rails; 
— freedoms; —-handed, (of monkeys) 
quadrumanous, (of games) for ~ persons, 
(of piece of music) for two players; — 
-horse(d), drawn by — horses; —-in-hand, 
vehicle with ~ horses driven by one 
person on the box (also adv., drive etc. 
—in-hand); —-oar, (boat) with ~ oars; 
~ o’clock, the plant marvel of Peru; 
—-part, arranged for ~ voices to sing; 
—'pence, sum or coin = id.; —'penny, 
costing id., (obs.) silver coin = 4d.; — 
-post (of bed), having ~ posts to support 
canopy, —-poster, such bed, (also) 4-mas- 
ted ship; —-pounder, gun throwing 4-lb. 
shot; —-rowed barley, with — rows of awns; 
—'score, eighty, age of 80 years; — 
-square, square-shaped, solidly based or 
steady; —-stroke (attrib., of internal- 
-combustion engines), having a cycle of 
— strokes (intake, compression, combus¬ 
tion, and exhaust); *the — hundred, the 
exclusive social set of any place; —wheel, 
—wheeled carriage; —-wheeler,—-wheeled 
hackney carriage; hence —'fold a. & 
adv., —teen' a., —teenra' a. & n., (for--). 
2. n. The number —; set of ~ persons or 
things, esp. —-pipped card, domino, or 
side of die, —-oared boat & crew (—s, 
races for these), hit etc. at cricket for — 
runs; on all —s (earlier — = ~ limbs), 
crawling on hands & knees, (also, fig.) 
completely analogous or corresponding 
(the cases are not on all —s; is the simile on 
all —s with the thing illustrated ?) ; <■— 
-pennyworth of spirits (hist.); (pi.) —-per- 
-cent. stock. [OE flower, OS fiwar, OHG 
ftor, ON fj&rir, Goth, fidwor, cogn. w. Gk 
tessares, L quatuor ] 

fourgon (foor'gawn), n. Luggage-van. 
[F] 

Four'ierlsm (fob-), n. Fourier’s system 
for reorganization of society (phalan¬ 

stery). [Charles Fourier, French socialist, 
1772-1837] 

four'some (for-), n. Game of golf between 
two pairs, partners playing the same 
ball; (colloq.) a company or party of four 
persons, [four, -some ; orig. adj.] 

fourth (for-), a. & n. 1. Next after third 
(the, a, —, ellipt. as n., esp. = 4th day of 
month; — part, quarter); ~ estate ; F— 
Republic (in France 1947-58). 2. n. 
Quarter, ~ part; (Mus.) interval of which 
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the span involves four alphabetical notes, 
harmonic combination of notes thus 
separated; F~ of June, principal annual 
celebration at Eton College, speech-day 
and procession of boats: F~ of July, U.S. 
anniversary of declaration of Indepen¬ 
dence; ~ party (hist.), Lord R. Churchill, 
Sir H. D. Wolff, Sir J. Gorst, Mr Balfour, 
and a few other Conservatives who (1880- 
-5) attacked impartially the Liberal 
Government & the Conservative front 
bench; (pi.) articles of ~ quality. [OE 
feortha, OS fiorlho, OHG fiordo, ON 
fjorthi, cogn. w. Gk tetartos L quartus1 

fourth'Iy (for-), adv. In the fourth place 
(in enumerations). [-LY2] 

fov'e|a, n. (anat. etc.; pi. ~ae pr. -e). A 
small depression or pit. Hence ~al, 
'•~atf.2, aa., pitted. [L] 

fove'ola, n. (pi. -ae pr. -e). A small fovea. 
Hence fov'eolATE2, -ated, aa., pitted. 
[L, dim. of prec. ] 

fowl, n., & v.i. 1. Bird (rare), birds (rare 
exc. in urild-~), their flesh as food (only 
in fish, flesh, & ~); domestic cock or hen 
(often qualified, as barn-door ~, game, 
guinea, —; —pest, infectious disease of 
<~8 resembling chicken cholera; II ~-run, 
place where ~s may rim, breeding estab¬ 
lishment for~s), its flesh as food. 2. v.i. 
Catch, hunt, shoot, or snare, wild-~, 
whence ~'er *, ~,inq1, nn.; ~ing-pieee, 
light gun used in ~ing. [OE fugol, OS -al, 
OHG fogal, ON fugl, Goth, fugls f. Gmc 
*foglaz perh. by dissim. f. *flugla- (flug- 
FLY2)] 

fox1, n. (fern, vixen, also bitch—). Red- 
-furred sharp-snouted bushy-tailed quad¬ 
ruped preserved in England as beast of 
chase Sc proverbial for cunning; crafty 
person; northern constellation; flying 

~; ~ & geese, game played on board; 
~-brush, tail of ~; —chase, ~-hunt; 
~-earth1; glove, tall plant with purple 
or white flowers like glove fingers; 
~'hole (Mil.), hole in ground used as 
shelter against missiles or as firing-point; 
*—'hound, kind bred & trained to hunt 
~es; ■—hunt n. & v.i., chasing of, chase, 
~ with hounds, whence ~,huntER1 n.; 
~-hunting a. & n., (given to) this sport; 
~'lail, ~’s tail, kinds of grass; —terrier, 
short-haired for unearthing ~, but kept 
chiefly as pet; ~'trot, an American dance. 
[OE fox, OS whs, OIIG fuhs f. WG *fuhs] 

fox2, v.i. & t. Act craftily, dissemble; dis¬ 
colour (leaves of book, engraving, etc.) 
with brownish spots (esp. in p.p.); (si.) 
deceive, trick, [f. prec.] 

fox'ly, a. Fox-like, crafty(-looking); red¬ 
dish-brown, (Paint.) over-hot in colour; 
damaged with mildew etc. Hence ~Iness 

n. [-Y2] 
|| foyer (fwah'ya), n. Large room in theatre 
etc. for audience’s use during interval. 
[F] 

fra (-ah), n. = frate as prefixed title. 

[It.] 

frac'as (-ah), n. (pi. same). Noisy quarrel, 
row. [F, f. It. fracasso uproar] 

frac'tion, n. 1. Dividing of Eucharistic 
bread. 2. (arith.). Numerical quantity 
that is not an integer, one or more aliquot 
parts, (vulgar ~, expressed by numerator 
above & denominator below a line; deci¬ 
mal ~; proper, improper, —with numera¬ 
tor less, greater, than denominator). 
3. Small piece or amount, scrap, (esp. not 
a ~). Hence ~al ('-al distillation, 
partial separation of liquids having 
different boiling-points by gradual heat¬ 
ing), ~auy1, aa., (-shon-). [ME, f. OF 
fraction f. LL fractionem (L frangere fract- 
break, -ion)] 

frac'tionate (-shon-), v.t. Separate (mix¬ 
ture) into portions of different properties 
by distillation etc. [prec.-f-ate3] 

frac'tionize (-shon-), -ise (-iz), v.t. Break 
up into fractions (Math.), or portions. 
[-IZE ] 

frac'tious (-shus), a. Unruly, cross, peev¬ 
ish. Hence ~L\’2 adv., ~ness n., (-shi(s-). 
[f. fraction in obs. sense brawling + -ors, 
after captious etc. ] 

frac'ture, n., Sc v.t. & i. 1. Breaking, 
breakage, esp. of bone or cartilage (com¬ 

pound2 ~); surface shown by mineral 
when broken with hammer; substitution 
of diphthong, diphthong substituted, for 
simple vowel owing to influence of follow¬ 
ing consonant. 2. vb. Cause ~ in, break 
continuity of, crack (t. & i.). [f. F, or L 
fractura (fraction, -ure)] 

fraen'um, fre-, n. (pi. -no). Small liga¬ 
ment checking motion of organ. [L, = 
bridle ] 

fra'gile, a. Easily snapped or shattered, 
weak, perishable, of delicate frame or 
constitution. So fragil'iTY n. [f. F, or L 
fragilis (frag- root of frangere break)] 

frag'ment, n. Part broken off, detached 
piece; isolated or incomplete part, re¬ 
mainder of lost or destroyed whole, esp. 
extant remains or unfinished portion of 
a writing or work of art. Hence ~ary 1 a., 
~a'tion n. ('—ation bomb, one breaking up 
into small ~s when exploded), [f. F, or L 
fragmentum (as prec., -ment)] 

frag'rant, a. Sweet-smelling. So fragi 
tance n. [f. obs. F, or L fragrare smell 
sweet, -ant] 

fraill, n. Rush basket for packing figs, 
raisins, etc. [ME, f. OF fraiel, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

frail2, a. Fragile; transient (~ life, bliss, 
etc.); in weak health; morally weak, un¬ 
able to resist temptation, (euphem., of 
women) unchaste. [ME, f. OF fraile 
FRAGILE] 

frail'ty, n. Liability to err or yield to 
temptation; fault, weakness, foible. 
[ME, f. OF frailete f. L fragilitatem 
(FRAGILE, -TY)] 

fraise1 (-z), n. (fortif.). Horizontal or 
down-sloping palisade round berm. [F, 
orig. = mesentery of calf] 
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fraise2 (-z), n. Tool for enlarging circular 
hole or cutting teeth in watch wheels. [F 
(/raiser enlarge hole f. fraise as prec.)] 

framboes'ia (-bez-), n. Chronic con¬ 
tagious Negro disease with raspberry-like 
swellings, the yaws. [mod. L, f. F fram¬ 
boise raspberry + -IA1] 

framle1, v.t. & i. Shape, direct, dispose, 
(thoughts, acts, another person) to a pur¬ 
pose (far, to, to do, or with adv.); give 
promise of being skilful etc. (usu. well); 
adapt, fit, to or into; construct by com¬ 
bination of parts or adaptation to design, 
contrive, devise, invent, compose, ex¬ 
press, (complex article, plot, rule, story, 
theory); articulate (words); conceive, 
imagine; [f. foil. ] set in a frame, serve as 
frame for (landscape ~ed in an archway), 
whence ~'inq1(3) n.; (orig. U.S. si.) con¬ 
coct false charge against., devise plot with 
regard to; ~e up (orig. U.S. si.), pre¬ 
arrange (event) with sinister intent, fake 
result of (race, election, etc.). Hence 
~'aele a., '■'-'ek1 n. [OE framian be 
helpful (fram forward, see from)] 

frame2, n. Construction, constitution, 
build; established order, plan, system, 
(the ~ of society or government); tem¬ 
porary state (of mind); framed work or 
structure (the ~ of heaven or earth), 
human or animal body (sobs shook her ~, 
man of gigantic ~); skeleton of building, 
underlying support or essential substruc¬ 
ture of anything; case or border enclos¬ 
ing picture, pane of glass, etc., whence 
~'less (-ml-) a.; single complete image or 
picture transmitted in series of lines by 
television; (Gardening) glazed portable 
box-like structure protecting plants from 
cold; II (Mining) inclined board for wash¬ 
ing ore; (Snooker) triangular ~ for setting 
up balls, balls so set up, round of play 
during which balls are pocketed; ~ aerial, 
revolving aerial composed of rectangles 
or loops of wire, adapted for directional 
reception; ~-house, of wooden skoleton 
covered with boards; ~-saw, stretched in 
~ to make it rigid; —up, conspiracy; 
~'icork, ~, structure, upon or into which 
casing or contents can be put (lit., fig.), 
[f. prec.] 

franc, n. French, Belgian, & Swiss mone¬ 
tary unit. [ME, f. OF, f. Francorum Bex 
king of the franks, legend on earliest 
gold coin so called (14th c.)] 

fran'chise (-z), n. (Chiefly hist. & U.S.) 
legal immunity or exemption from some 
burden or jurisdiction, privilege or excep¬ 
tional right, granted to person, corpora¬ 
tion, etc.; full membership of corporation 
or State, citizenship; right of voting at 
public elections esp. for member of Parlia¬ 
ment, principle of qualification for this 
(fancy 1~). [ME,f. OF (franc frank2, -ise)] 

Franels'can, a. & n. (Friar) of the order 
founded 1209 by St Francis of Assisi; of 
the ~s. [f. F franciscain f. med. L 
Franciscus Francis-]--an] 

fran'eium, n. Radio-active metallic ele¬ 
ment. [f. France + -IUM] 

Franc'o-, comb, form of med. L Fraud 
the Franks, now used = French-&-, as 
—German. Hence ~phil(e), ~phobe, nn. 
&aa. [frank1, -o-] 

franc'olin, n. Kind of partridge resemb¬ 
ling pheasant. [F, f. It. francolino] 

franc tireur (see Ap.), n. (pi. -cs -rs). 
Man of irregular light-infantry corps; a 
guerrilla fighter. [F ] 

fran'glble (-j-), a. Breakable, fragile. 
[OF, f. L frangere to break+ -ible] 

fran'gipane, -ani, (-j-), n. (Perfume of) 
red jasmine; kind of almond cream or 
paste. [F, prob. f. Frangipani, maker] 

Frank*, n. One of the Germanic nation or 
coalition that conquered France in 6th c.; 
(in Levantine use) person of Western 
nationality. Hence~'iSH1a. [OEFranca, 
O Frank. Franko, (whence med. L Fran- 
cus, OF Franc), perh. f. weapon (cf. OE 
franca javelin)] 

frank2, a. Ingenuous, open, candid, out¬ 
spoken; undisguised, avowed. Hence 
~'ly2 adv.,~'NESS n. [f. OF franc i. med. 
L francus free f. prec. (full freedom being 
confined to the Franks)] 

frank3, v.t., & n. 1. (Hist.) superscribe 
(letter etc.) with signature ensuring gratis 
conveyance; facilitate coming & going 
of (person), give social passport to; con¬ 
vey (person) gratuitously; exempt from 
future payment etc. (a ~ing duty, im¬ 
position); ~ing machine (for stamping 
letters etc. and recording cost of postage 
incurred). 2. n. (hist.). ~ing signature, 
~ed cover, [f. prec. in obs. sense free 
of charge ] 

Frank'enstein (-tin), n. ~’s monster, 
thing that becomes formidable to the 
person who has created it. [M. W. 
Shelley (d. 1851), Frankenstein] 

Frank'fort black, n. Fine black pigment 
used in copperplate engraving. [German 
town] 

*frank'furt(cr) (-fer-), n. Highly seasoned 
German sausage, [f. Frankfurt German 
town] 

frank'ir.cense, n. Aromatic gum resin 
(prop, from trees of genus Boswellia) used 
for burning as incense. [ME, f. OF franc 
encens (frank2 in obs. sense luxuriant, 
INCENSE1)] 

frank'lin, n. (hist.). Land-owner of free 
but not noble birth in 14th & 15th cc. 
[ME francoleyn etc., as frank2, w. second 
element of obsc. orig.] 

frank-pledge, n. (hist.). System by 
which each member of tithing was re¬ 
sponsible for every other (also rarely fig., 
e.g. of relation between members of a 
Government). [AF franc plege (frank2, 

pledge), mistransl. of OE frithborh peace- 
-pledge (not free-pledge)] 

fran'tlic, a. Wildly excited, beside oneself 
with rage, pain, grief, etc.; showing 
frenzy, uncontrolled. Hence ~ically. 
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~icly2, adw. [ME frentik, frantik f. OF 
frenetic phrenetic] 

frap, v.t. (naut.). (-pp-). Bind tightly, [f. 
F frapper bind, strike] 

fr&ppe (-&p'a), a. (Esp. of wines) iced, 
cooled, [p.p. of F frapper strike ] 

frass, n. Excrement of larvae; refuse left 
by boring insects, [f. G frass (fressen 
devour)] 

frnt'e (-ahta), n. (pi. -ti pr. -te). Friar. [It.] 
frat'er, n. (hist.). = refectory. [ME, f. 

OF fraitur for refreitor f. med. L refec- 
torium REFECTORY] 

fratern'al, a. (As) of brother(s), brotherly; 
order, friendly Society, [f. med. L 

fralernalis f. L fraternus (frater brother, 
-AL)] 

fratern'ity, n. Being fraternal, brotherli¬ 
ness ; religious body; guild, company with 
common interests, set of men of same 
class etc.; ‘students’ society in univer¬ 
sity or college. [ME, f. OF fraternite f. L 
frate.rnita.tem (prec., -ty)] 

frat'erniz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.i. Associate, 
make friends, behave as intimates, (with, 
together, or abs.). So —a'tion n. [f. F 
frat cruiser (L fraternus fraternal, -ize)] 

frat'ricid|e, n. Killing of one’s, one who 
kills his, brother or sister. Hence ~al a. 
[f. F, or L fratricida, LL -cidium, (frater 
-Iris brother, -cide)] 

frau (frow), n. (Of German wife or widow) 
Mrs; German woman. [G] 

fraud, n. Deceitfulness (rare); criminal 
deception, use of false representations, 
(in Law, in ~, to the ~, of, so as to de¬ 
fraud); dishonest artifice or trick (pious 
~, deception intended to benefit de¬ 
ceived, & esp. to strengthen religious 
belief); person or thing not fulfilling ex¬ 
pectation or description. [ME, f. OF 
fraiule f. L fraudem nom. fraus] 

fraud'ul|ent, a. Guilty of, of the nature 
of, characterized or effected by, fraud. 
Hence or cogn. ~ence n., ~entLY2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF, or L fraudulentus (prec., 
-ULENT)] 

fraught (fraud), a. Stored, equipped, with 
(poet.); (fig.) ~ with, involving, attended 
with, full of, threatening or promising, 
destined to produce, woe, danger, mean¬ 
ing, etc. [ME, p.p. of obs. fraught vb load 
with cargo, f. MDu. vrachten; so obs. 
fraught n. f. vracht freight] 

fraul'ein (froil'in), n. (Of German spin¬ 
ster) Miss (with surname; also alone as 
voc.); German spinster; German gover¬ 
ness. [G] 

Fraun'hofer (frown-) lines, n. pi. The 
dark lines in the solar spectrum. [J. von 
Fraunhofer, Bavarian optician (d. 1826)] 

fraxinell'a, n. Kinds of garden dittany. 
[mod. L, dim. of L fraxinus ash ] 

fray \ n. Noisy quarrel, brawl; fight, con¬ 
flict, (lit. or fig.; eager for the ~). [for 
AFFRAY] 

fray2, v.t. & i. (Of deer)~ head, or~, rub 
velvet off new horns; wear through by 

free 

rubbing, ravel out edge or end of, (usu. 
woven material); become ragged at edge, 
[f. F frayer f. L fricare rub ] 

frazil', n. (Canad. & U.S.). Anchor-ice, 
ice crystals in a stream, [f. Can. F frasil 
snow floating in the water; cf. F fraisil 
cinders ] 

‘fraz'zle, n. Worn or exhausted state 
(esp. worn, beaten, to a ~). [perh. as 
FRAY2] 

freak, n. Caprice, vagary; capriciousness 
(out of mere ~); product of sportive fancy; 
(also ~ of nature) monstrosity, abnormally 
developed specimen. Hence ~'ish1 a., 
~'ishLY2 adv., ~'ishNESs n. [16th c., 
orig. unkn.] 

freaked (-kt), a. Oddly flecked or streaked. 
[-ED2] 

frec'kle, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Light brown 
spot on skin, (pi.) sporadic sunburn. 2. 
vb. Spot, be spotted, with ~s. [alt. f. 
ME frecken f. O N f reknur pi. ] 

free1, a. (freer, freest, pr. -eer, -elst), & adv. 
1. Not in bondage to another, having 
personal rights & social & political liberty, 
(~ labour, of ~ men not slaves, & see 2); 
(of State, its citizens or institutions) sub¬ 
ject neither to foreign domination nor to 
despotic government, having national 
& civil liberty; ~-born, inheriting citizen 
rights & liberty; ~'lwld, (estate held by) 
tenure in fee simple or fee-tail or for 
term of life (also of corresponding tenure 
of office), (adj.) held by —hold; —'holder, 
possessor of —hold estate; ~'man, person 
not slave or serf, citizen of ~ State (& see 
4); ~'mason, member of fraternity for 
mutual help & brotherly feeling called 
F— & Accepted Masons having elaborate 
ritual & system of secret signs (the orig. 
~ masons were prob. skilled masons 
emancipated & allowed to move from 
place to place in & after 14th c., & the 
accepted may have been honorary members 
of the — masons’ societies); masonry, 
system & institutions of the -—masons, 
secret understanding between like charac¬ 
ters, instinctive sympathy. 2. Loose (— 
wheel in bicycle, driving-wheel able to 
revolve while pedals are at rest), unre¬ 
stricted (— love, sexual relations irrespec¬ 
tive of marriage), at liberty, not confined, 
released from ties or duties, unimpeded 
(~ trade, left to its natural course without 
customs duties to restrict imports or 
protect home industries, this principle; 
—trader, believer in it), unfettered in 
action (have or give a — hand, right of 
acting at discretion), permitted to do, 
independent (F— Church, unconnected 
with State; the F— Churches, noncon¬ 
formists; F— Church of Scotland (hist.), 
seceders of 1843 from Presbyterian estab¬ 
lishment ; — house, public house not tied 
to a particular brewery; ~ lance, medieval 
mercenary, modern politician or con¬ 
troversialist with no party allegiance, 
unattached journalist; — labour, of work- 
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men not belonging to trade unions, & see 
1; ~-thinker, -thinking n. & a., -thought, 
rejector etc. of authority in religious be¬ 
lief, rationalist etc.), unconstrained(~ step, 
gestures); (of literary style) not observing 
strict laws of form (~ verse, = vers libre), 
(of translation) not literal; allowable (.it is 
~ for or to him to do so); open to all comers 
(~ fight, in which anyone present joins); 
clear of obstructions, clear of or from 
something undesirable, (of wind) not 
adverse; not fixed, notin contact, (Chem.) 
not combined, (of power or energy) disen¬ 
gaged or available; ~-board, part of ship’s 
side between line of flotation & deck- 
-level; ~-hand, (of drawing) done without 
artificial aid to the hand; ~ -stone, kind of 
peach of which when ripe the stone is 
loose (& see 3); ~ will, power of directing 
our own actions without constraint by 
necessity or fate (& see 3). 3. Sponta¬ 
neous, unforced, unearned, gratuitous, 
willing, (~ grace, unmerited favour of 
God; ~ gift, not in requital; did it of my 
own ~ will, & so —will adj., voluntary; 
~ quarters, gratuitous entertainment; am 
~ to confess, not unwilling); lavish, pro¬ 
fuse, unstinted, copious, (~ of his money, 
open-handed; so -—handed, liberal; ~ 
flow of water-, ~ liver, living, indulger, in¬ 
dulgence, in pleasures esp. of the table); 
frank, unreserved, (-—spoken, not con¬ 
cealing one’s opinions, blunt; ~ & easy, 
unceremonious, also as n., smoking- 
-concert etc.), forward, familiar, impudent, 
(make or be ~, take liberties uhth,); (of 
talk, stories, etc.) broad, not quite decent; 
~'stone, fine-grained easily sawn sand¬ 
stone or limestone (& see 2). 4. Released 
or exempt from (~ from the ordinary rules, 
disease, difficulty, etc.); having burgess 
rights (made ~ of the city), having the 
entree & use of (~ of the house); not sub¬ 
ject to tax, toll, duty, trade-restrictions, 
or fees (~ port, open to all traders alike; 
~-list, of persons to be admitted ~, 
duty— articles, etc.; ~ school, with no 
fees charged; ~ pass, not paid for; also 
adv., as the gallery is open ~, & in comb, 
as carriage—, without charge for convey¬ 
ance); ~'man, one who has the freedom 
of a city, company, etc. (& see 1). 5. adv. 
~ly, without cost or payment, (Naut.) 
not close-hauled. Hence ~'ly2 adv. [OE 
freo, OS, OHG fri, ON *frir, Goth, freis 
f. Gmc *frijaz, cogn. w. friend] 

free2, v.t. (~d). Make free, set at liberty, 
(‘~d'inan, emancipated slave, esp. in Rom. 
Hist.); relieve from, rid or ease of-, clear, 
disengage, disentangle. [OE freon (prec.) ] 

free'boot|er, n. Pirate, piratical adven¬ 
turer. Hence by back formation free- 
boot v.i., ~ing1-2 n. & a. [f. Du. vrij- 
buiter (free1, booty, -er1); cf. filibuster] 

free'dom, n. Personal liberty, non- 
-slavery; civil liberty, independence; 
liberty of action, right to do; power of 
self-determination, independence of fate 

French 

or necessity; frankness, outspokenness, 
undue familiarity (takers with)-, facility, 
ease, in action; boldness of conception; 
(Physics) capability of motion; exemp¬ 
tion from defect, disadvantage, burden, 
duty, etc.; privilege possessed by city or 
corporation; participation in privileges 
of membership of company etc. or citizen¬ 
ship of city (often given honoris causa to 
distinguished persons); unrestricted use 
of (has the ~ of the library); the four ~s, 
~ of speech and religion, ~ from fear and 
want. [OE freodom (free1, -dom)] 

free'mffttin, n. Hermaphrodite or im¬ 
perfect female of ox kind. [orig. unkn.] 

frees'ia (-z-), n. Kinds of iridaceous bul¬ 
bous plant from Cape of Good Hope. [f. 
E. M. Fries, Sw. botanist (d. 1878) -f-lA1] 

freeze, v.i. & t. (froze, frozen), & n. 1. (Im- 
pers.) it etc., there is etc. frost; be 
converted into or covered with ice; be¬ 
come rigid as result of cold; become 
fastened to or together by frost, (si.) ~ on 
to, take or keep tight hold of; feel very 
cold (~ to death, die by frost); be chilled 
by fear; cause to congeal, form ice upon, 
(fluid or moist thing; often in, over, up), 
preserve (meat etc.) by refrigeration; 
make (credits, assets, etc.) temporarily or 
permanently unrealizable; peg or stabi¬ 
lize (prices, wages, etc.); (by exagg.) ~ 
one’s blood, terrify him; chill (feelings), 
paralyse (powers); stiffen, harden, injure, 
kill, by chilling (frozen to death)-, (si.) ~ 
out, exclude from business, society, etc., 
by competition or boycotting etc.; ~-out, 
variety of poker in which each player 
drops out as soon as he loses his capital; 
freezing-mixture, salt & snow or other 
mixture used to ~ liquids; freezing-point, 
temperature at which liquid, esp. water, 
~s; frozen limit (eolloq.), the extreme 
of the objectionable or unendurable. 
2. n. State, coming, period, of frost; 
stabilization of prices, wages, etc. [OE 
freosan, OHG friosan, ON frjosa f. Gmc 
*freusan] 

freezing, a. In vbl senses; esp.: (by 
exagg.) very cold; (of manners) chilling, 
distant. Hence ~L\'2 adv. [-ING2] 

freight (frat), n., & v.t. 1. Hire of ship for 
transporting goods; transport of goods 
by water (in U.S. by land also), charge 
for this, cargo, shipload; load, burden. 
2. v.t. Load (ship) with cargo; hire or let 
out (ship) for carriage of goods & passen¬ 
gers. [f. MDu. vrccht var. of vracht see 
FRAUGHT] 

freightage (-at-), n. Hire of ship for, 
cost of, conveyance of goods; freighting 
or hiring of ship; cargo, [-age] 

freighter (-at-), n. One who (charters &) 
loads ship; one who consigns goods for 
carriage inland; one whose business is to 
receive & forward freight; cargo ship, 
freight-carrying aircraft. [-ER1] 

French, a. &n. 1. Of France or its people; 
having the qualities attributed to ~ 
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people; || ~ bean, kidney or haricot bean 
used as vegetable both in unripe sliced 
pods & in ripe seeds; ~ bread, kind of 
fancy bread; ~ chalk, kind of steatite 
used for marking cloth & removing grease 
& as dry lubricant; ~ drain (of rubble, 
letting water soak away); ~ grey, tint 
composed of white with ivory black, 
Indian red, & Chinese blue; ~ horn 1; 

lake ~ leave, depart, act, without asking 
leave or giving notice; || ~ letter, a contra¬ 
ceptive sheath; ~'man, man of ~ birth or 
nationality, (good etc.)—speaker. ~ ship, 
the red-legged partridge; ~ polish, kind 
of polish for wood; —polish v.t., polish 
with this, whence ~-pol'ishER1 n.; ~ 
roof, mansard: ~ toast, fried bread; ~ 
icindow, glazed folding-door serving as 
window & door; woman, woman of 
France. 2. n. The ~ language (~ lesson, 
master, etc., concerned with this); the ~ 
(pi.), the ~ people. Hence ~'ness n., 
Fren'chY 2-3 a. & n. [OE frencisc, OHG 
frenkisc (frank1, -ish1)] 

French'ilfy, f-, v.t. Make French in form, 
character, or manners (usu. in p.p.). 
Hence~fica'tion n. [-ft] 

French'less, a. Knowing no French. 
[-LESS] 

frenetic. See phrenetic. 

frenum. See fraenum. 

fren'z|y, n., & v.t. 1. Mental derangement, 
temporary insanity, paroxysm of mania, 
(rare) delirious fury or agitation, wild 
folly. 2. v.t. (usu. in p.p.). Drive to ~y, 
infuriate, (~ied rage, that of a ~ied 
person). [ME, f. OF frenesie f. med. L 
plirenesia for L f. Gk -esis f. phren mind; 
cf. frantic 1 

fre'quency n. Frequent occurrence, com¬ 
monness of occurrence (word ~), being 
repeated at short intervals, (of pulse) 
number of beats per minute; (Phys.) 
rate of recurrence (of vibration etc.), 
number of repetitions in given time esp. 
per second (high, medium, low, ~, abbr. 
H.F., M.F., L.F., w. ref. to sound-waves, 
clectro-magnetic waves, etc.); (Statistics) 
the ratio of the actual to the number of 
possible occurrences of an event; ~ modu¬ 
lation (IRadio), varying the~ of the carrier 
wave in accordance with speech or music, 
system of broadcasting using this method 
of modulation, [f. L frequentia (foil., 
-ENCY)] 

fre'quent1, a. Found near together, 
numerous, abundant; often occurring, 
common, happening in close succession, 
(of pulse) rapid, (it is a ~ practice to), 
whence ~ly2 adv.; (with agent-noun) 
habitual, constant, (a ~ caller), [f. F, or 
L frequens -entis crowded] 

frequent'2, v.t. Go often or habitually to 
(place, meetings, company, house). Hence 
or cogn. frequentA'TiON, ~er\ nn. [f. F 
friquenter or L frequenlare (prec.)] 

frequen'tative, a. & n. (gram.). (Verb or 
verbal form or conjugation) expressing 

fret 

frequent repetition or intensity of action, 
[f. L frequenlativus (prec., -ative)]. 

fres'cS, n. (pi. -os, -oas), & v.t. Method of 
painting (esp. in ~), picture, in wrater- 
-colour laid on wall or ceiling before 
plaster is dry; (vb) paint (wall etc., 
picture or subject) thus. [It., orig. adj.= 
foil;] 

fresh, a., adv., & n. 1. New, novel, not 
previously known, used, met with, or 
introduced, (break ~ ground, try some¬ 
thing unhackneyed); additional, other, 
different, further, (begin a ~ chapter); 
recent, lately made or arrived, just come 
from; raw, inexperienced, (~'man, first- 
-year man at University); not preserved 
by salting, pickling, smoking, tinning, 
etc. (~ herrings, meat, fruit, & see below; 
~ butter, & see next sense); not salt (~ 
water; water a., of ~ water, not of the 
sea, as ~waier fish, fishing, sailor; ~ 
butler, not flavoured with salt, & see 
prec. sense), not salt or bitter, drinkable, 
(~ water); pure, untainted, invigorating, 
refreshing, cool, (of air, wind, water); not 
stale, musty, or vapid (~ fish, meat, fruit, 
& see above; ~ egg); not faded (~ flowers, 
memories); unsullied, bright & pure in 
colour (a ~ complexion), looking healthy 
or young; not weary, brisk, vigorous, fit, 
(never felt ~er; as~ as paint, quite brisk, 
prob. a pun on the warning * ~ paint ’; 
a ~ wind, of some strength); excited with 
drink; ’presumptuous, forward, cheeky, 
amorously impudent. 2. adv. Newly, 
esp. in comb. as~-caught, -coined; ~-run, 
(of salmon) lately come up from the sea. 
3. n. ~ part of day, year, etc. (in the ~ of 
the morning); rush of water in river, flood. 
Hence ~'en1 v.t. & i., ~'ness n. [ME 
fersse f. OE• fersc f. Gmc *friskaz; ME 
fresch f. OF freis, fern, fresche, f. same 
Gmc orig. ] 

II fresh'er, n. (si.). = FRY.snman. [-er1] 

fresh'et, n. Rush of fresh water flowing 
into sea; flood of river from heavy rain 
or melted snow, [fresh n. + -et 1, or f. OF 
freschete f. frais fresh] 

fresh'ly, adv. Recently (only with parti¬ 
ciples, = fresh adv.); afresh (rare); with 
unabated vigour; with fresh appearance, 
odour, etc. [-LY2] 

fret1, n., & v.t. (-tt-). 1. Ornamental pat¬ 
tern made of continuous combinations 
of straight lines joined usu. at right angles 
(alsoGreek~). 2. v.t. Variegate, chequer; 
adorn (esp. ceiling) with carved or em¬ 
bossed work; —saw, very narrow saw 
stretched on frame for cutting thin wood 
in ornamental patterns; ~'work, carved 
work in decorative patterns esp. of 
straight lines, also wood cut with ~-saw. 
[ME, f. OF frele trellis-work & freler vb] 

fret2, v.t. & i. (-tt-), & n. 1. Gnaw, wear 
or consume or torment by gnawing, (of 
moths etc., horses champing bit, action 
of frost, rust, corrosives, friction, etc., or 
the passions); make (passage etc.) by 
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wearing away; chafe, irritate, annoy, 
worry, distress; distress oneself with 
regret or discontent (at; ~ away or out 
one’s life etc.); ~ <& fume, show angry 
impatience; (of stream etc.) flow or rise 
in little waves, chafe; ruffle (water). 2. n. 
Irritation, vexation, querulousness, (in a 
~; ~ & fume; on the ~); hence ~'ful a., 
~'fulLY2 adv.,~'fulNESS n.,~t'y2 a. [OE 
fretan, OHG fret&an, Goth, fra-itan f. 
Gmc *fra- for-(5) + *etan eat] 

fret3, n. Bar or ridge on fingerboard of 
some stringed instruments fixing posi¬ 
tions of fingers to produce required notes. 
Hence ~t'ED2 a. [orig. unkn. ] 

Freud'ian (froid-), a. & n. (Disciple) of 
Freud or his doctrines of vsYCBO-analysis, 
[Sigmund Freud (d. 1939) + -IAN ] 

fri'able, a. Easily crumbled. Hence or 
cogn. friaBii/iTY, ~ness, nn. [f. F, or L 
friabilis (friare crumble)] 

fri'ar, n. Member of certain religious 
orders esp. the four mendicant orders of 
Franciscans (Grey F~s), ^ Augustinians 
(Austin F~s), Dominicans (Black F~s), 
& Carmelites (White F~s); ~’s balsam, 
tincture of benzoin. Hence ~ly 1 a. [ME 
& OF frere f. L fratrem norm -ter brother; 
for friar cf. choik ] 

fri'ary, n. Convent of friars. [14/l5th c. 
frary, freyry, f. OF frairie, frerie (frere 
(prec.) +-y1) w. assim. to prec. ] 

frib'ble, v.i., & n. Trifle, be frivolous; (n.) 
trifler. [imit.; earlier senses stammer, 
totter] 

fric'andeau (-do), n. (pi. -x pr. -z), & v.t. 
(Slice of) fried or stewed meat, esp. veal, 
served with sauce; (vb) make into ~x. 
[F] 

fricassee', n., & v.t. Meat cut up, fried or 
stewed, & served with sauce, esp., ragout 
of birds or small animals cut up; (vb) 
make ~ of. [F, p.p. of fricasser] 

fric'atlve, a. & n. (Consonant) made by 
friction of breath in narrow opening, as 
/, th, Scotch ch. [f. L fricare rub + -ative [ 

fric'tion, n. Medical chafing; rubbing of 
two bodies, attrition; (Phys., Mech.) re¬ 
sistance body meets with in moving over 
another (angle of ~, maximum angle at 
which one will remain on another with¬ 
out sliding); (fig.) clash of wills, tempera¬ 
ments, opinions, etc. (usu. between two 
persons); used in bearings to 
lessen ~; —‘-clutch, -cone, -coupling, -disc, 
-gear(ing), contrivances for transmitting 
motion by ~. Hence ~al, ~less, aa., 
(-shon-). [F, f. L frictionem (fricare rub, 
-ION)] 

Frid'ay (-di), n. Sixth day of week (Good 
~, ~ before Easter-day, commemorating 
Crucifixion; Black ~, used as name for 
various disasters that fell on ~). [OE 
frigedeeg, OHG friatag, ON frjddagr day 
of Frigg, wife of Odin, com.-WG transl. of 
LL Veneris dies day of planet Venus] 

friend (frbnd), n., & v.t. 1. One joined to 
another in intimacy & mutual benevo- 
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lence independently of sexual or family 
love; person who acts for one, e.g. as 
second in duel; (loosely) acquaintance, 
stranger that one comes across or has 
occasion to mention anew, (my ~ in the 
brown hat now left me; used in voc. as 
polite form or in irony, & by Quakers 
as ordinary address; preceding a name, 
as ~ Jones, Dick; || my honourable ~, of 
another M.P. in House of Commons; my 
learned ~, of another lawyer in court); 
(pi.) one’s near relations, those respon¬ 
sible for one; sympathizer, helper, 
patron, (no ~ of or to order, virtue, etc.; a 
~ at court, one whose influence may be 
made use of); helpful thing (my shyness 
was here my best ~); one who is not an 
enemy, who is on the same side; be, keep, 
make, ~s, be or get on good terms; (F~) 
Quaker (Society of F~s, the Quakers as a 
communion); hence ~'less a., ~'lessNESS 
n., (fre-). 2. v.t. (poet.). Befriend, help. 
[OE freond, OS friund, OHG friunt, ON 
freendi, Goth, frijonds, part, of Gmc 
*frijdjan f. •frifaz free; cf. fiend, -nd2] 

friend'ly (fr§-), a., n., & adv. 1. Acting, 
disposed to act, as friend; characteris¬ 
tic of friends, expressing, showing, or 
prompted by, kindness (II ~ lead among 
London poor, entertainment to raise 
funds for distressed person); not hostile, 
on amicable terms, (a ~ nation; ~ action 
at law, brought merely to get a point 
decided; ~ match, played for honour 
merely, not in competition for cup etc.); 
favourably disposed, ready to approve or 
heli), (of things) serviceable, convenient, 
opportune; || Society, for mutual 
insurance against distress in sickness or 
old age; hence friend'liiY2 (rare) adv., 
friend'liNESS n., (frA). 2. n. (w. pi.). 
Native of ~ tribe. 3. adv. (rare). In 
~ manner (used, received, us ~). [-LY2] 

friend'ship (frS-), n. Being friends, rela¬ 
tion between friends; friendly disposition 
felt or shown, [-ship] 

Friesian (fre'zhan), a. & n. (Of, one of) a 
breed of Friesland cattle, [var. of Frisian ] 

frieze1, n. Coarse woollen cloth with nap 
usu. on one side only. [ME, f. OF (drap 
de) frise Frisian cloth ] 

frieze2, n. Member of entablature coming 
between architrave & cornice; horizontal 
broad band of sculpture filling this; band 
of decoration elsewhere, [f. F frise f. 
med. L frisium f. L Phrygium (opus work) 
of Phrygia 1 

frig (-j), fri(d)ge, n. (colloq.). Refrigera¬ 
tor. [abbr. ] 

frig'ate, n. (Hist.) warship next in size 
& equipment to ships of the line, with 
28-GO guns on main deck & raised quar¬ 
ter-deck & forecastle; corvette, sloop, 
small destroyer; (also ~-bird) large swift 
tropical bird of prey. [f. F frigate f. It. 
fregata of unkn. orig. ] 

fright (frit), n., & v.t. 1. Sudden fear, 
violent terror, alarm; grotesque-looking 
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or badly dressed person. 2. v.t. (poet.). 
Frighten. [OE fryhto metathetic form of 
fyrhto = Goth, faurhtei, also OS, OHG 
forMci, f. Gmc * fur hi- of unkn. orig. 1 

fright'en (-It-), v.t. Throw into a fright, 
terrify, (often out of, into, doing); drive 
away, out of (plac8 etc.), into (submission 
etc.), by fright; ~ed at or of (at w. ref. 
to an occasion, of to habitual fear), [prec. 
(n.) + -EN1] 

fright'ful (-It-), a. Frightening (arch.); 
dreadful, shocking, revolting; ugly, 
hideous, whence ~ness n. (esp., as mis- 
transl. of G Schrecklichkeit terrorizing of 
civilian population as military resource); 
(si.) very great, awful. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[;FUX] 

fri'gld, a. Cold (esp. of climate or air; ~ 
zone, region enclosed by either polar 
circle) ;without ardour, apathetic, formal, 
forced; sexually irresponsive; chilling, 
depressing; dull, flat, insipid. Hence or 
cogn. frigid'rry, ~ness, nn., ~ly2 adv. 
[f. L frigidus (frigere be cold f. frigus n. 
cold) J 

frill, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Ornamental edging 
of woven material, one side of strip being 
gathered & the other left loose with fluted 
appearance; similar paper ornament on 
ham-knuckle etc.; natural fringe of 
feathers, hair, etc., on bird, animal, or 
plant; (pi.) airs, affectation, (puts on~s), 
useless embellishments or accomplish¬ 
ments; mesentery of animal; (Photog.) 
puckered gelatine film at edge of plate. 
2. vb. Decorate with a ~ ; (esp. Photog., 
of gelatine film) pucker at edges of plate 
etc. Hence ~ed2 (-Id) a., ~'ery(5), -—'ins1 
(3, 6), nn. [16th c., orig. unkn.] 

frill'ies (-llz), n. pi. (colloq.). Frilled petti¬ 
coats etc. [-Y2 or -Y3] 

fringe (-j), n., & v.t. 1. Ornamental 
bordering of threads left loose or formed 
into tassels or twists; such bordering 
made separately; bogder, edging, (New¬ 
gate ~, beard allowed to grow below 
shaven chin); front hair cut short & 
allowed to hang over forehead; natural 
border of hair etc. in animal or plant; 
hence ~'less (-jl-), frxn'gY2, aa. 2. v.t. 
Adorn or encircle with ~, serve as ~ to; 
hence frin'giNQ1(3) n. [ME & OF /range 
f. Rom. *frimbia f. L fimbria] 

fripp'ery, n. Finery, needless or tawdry 
adornment esp. in dress; empty display 
esp. in literary style; knick-knacks, 
trifles, [f. OF freperie (frepe rag, -ery)] 

‘Fris'co, n. San Francisco, [abbr.] 
frisStte' (-z-), n. Band of small artificial 

curls on forehead. [F (/riser frizz)] 
friseur (frezdt'), n- Hair-dresser, [as 

prec. ] 
Fris'ian (-z-), a. & n. (Native, language) 

of Friesland, [f. L Frisii pi. f. OFris. 
Frise + -an ] 

frisk, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Move sportively, 
gambol; "Teel over, search, (person) for 
weapon etc. (si.). 2. n. Gambol. Hence 

Froebelism 

fris'kv2 a., fris'kitY2 adv., fris'kiNESS 
n. [f. obs. frisk a. f. OF frisque lively 
of unkn. orig.] 

fris'ket, n. (print.). Thin iron frame keep¬ 
ing sheet in position while printing, [f. F 
frisquette) 

frit, n., & v.t. (-tt-). 1. Calcined mixture of 
sand & fluxes as material for glass¬ 
making ; vitreous composition from which 
soft porcelain is made. 2. v.t. Make into 
~, partially fuse, calcine, [f. It. fritta 
fern. p.p. of friggere fry2] 

fritffly, n. Small fly destructive to wheat. 
[orig. unkn.] 

frith. See firth. 
fritill'ary (or frit1), n. Hinds of liliaceous 
plant, esp. snakes’noad; kinds of butter¬ 
fly. [f. L fritillus dice-box +-ary1] 

fritt'er1, n. Piece of fried batter often 
containing slices of fruit etc. (a-pple-, 
oyster, etc.,~); (pi.) = fenks. [ME, f. OF 
friture (L frigere frict- fry2, -ure), see 
-er2(3)] 

fritt'er2, v.t. Subdivide minutely; throw 
(time, money, energy, etc.) away on di¬ 
vided aims. [f. obs. n. fritter(s) = obs. 
fitters n. pi. f. obs. fitter v. of unkn. orig.] 

Fritz, nickname for the Germans or a 
German [G, abbr. of Friedrich Frederick] 

friv'ol, v.i. & t. (-11-). Bo a trifler, trifle; 
throw (money, time) away foolishly, 
[back formation f. foil.] 

friv'olous, a. Paltry, trumpery, trifling, 
futile; given to trifling, not serious, silly. 
Hence or cogn. frivol'iTY, ~ness, nn., 
~LY2 adv. [f. L frivolus +-OUS] 

friz(z) \ v.t., & n. 1. Curl, crisp, form into 
mass of small curls, (hair, or person etc. 
in regard to it); dress (wash-leather etc.) 
with pumice or scraping-knife. 2. n. 
Frizzed state, frizzed hair, row of curls; 
hence frlzz'Y2 a. [f. F /riser] 

frizz2, v.i. Make sputtering noise in fry¬ 
ing. [f. fry2 w. imit. tennin.] 

friz'zle1, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Curl(t., & i. esp. 
with up, of hair etc.) in small crisp curls. 
2. n. ~d hair; hence frizz'lY2 a. [orig. 
unkn.; earlier than frizz1] 

friz'zle2, v.i. & t. Fry, toast, or grill, with 
sputtering noise, [frizz 2 -f -le(3) ] 

fr5, adv. Away (only in to efr ~, back¬ 
wards & forwards, or of repeated journeys 
between two places), [f. ON fra prep. = 
OE FROM] 

frSck, n., & v.t. 1. Monk’s long gown 
with loose sleeves, (fig.) priestly charac¬ 
ter; = smock-~; sailor’s woollen jersey; 
child’s skirt & bodice as outer dress for 
indoor use; woman’s dress; || (also ~- 
-coat) man’s long-skirted coat not cut 
away in front; military coat of like shape. 
2. v.t. Invest with priestly office, cf. un¬ 
frock. [14th c. f OF froc, perh. f. WG 
(OFris., OS, OHG) hroc] 

•froe, *frow (fro), n. Cleaving tool with 
handle at right angles to blade, [subst. 
use of froward ‘ turned away ’ ] 

Froe'bclism (frdt-)> u. Education of 



young children on the kindergarten 
system. [F. W. A. Froebel, German 
educationalist (d. 1852), -ism] 

frog1, n. Tailless amphibious animal de¬ 
veloped from tadpole; (derog. for) French¬ 
man (as eating ~s), whence Frogg'v2 
(-g-) n.; ~-eater, Frenchman; ~-fish, 

kinds of fish esp. the angler; —in- 
-the-throat, hoarseness; ~'man, person 
equipped for underwater operations orig. 
against enemy shipping; ~’s, -march, 
carrying of prisoner face downwards by 
four men holding a limb each; ~-spawn, 
lit., & as names for kinds of freshwater 
algae. Hence ~g'v2 (-g-) a. (esp. = cold 
as a ~). [OE frogga, pet name for forsc, 
frosc, frox = OHG frosc, ON froskr f. 
Gme *froskaz] 

frog2, n. Elastic horny substance in 
middle of sole of horse’s foot. [perh. f. 
prec.] 

frog3, n. Attachment to watstbelt to sup¬ 
port sword, bayonet, etc.; military coat- 
-fastening of spindle-shaped button & 
loop, whence~gF.D2 (-gd) a. [orig. unkn. ] 

frog4, n. Grooved piece of iron at place in 
railway where tracks cross: [orig. unkn.] 

frol'ic a. (arch.), v.i., & n. 1. Joyous, 
mirthful, sportive, full of pranks. 2. v.i. 
(-ck-). Play pranks, gambol. 3. n. Out¬ 
burst of gaiety, prank, merriment, merry¬ 
making, gay party. Hence ~some a., 
~somei.Y2 adv., ~someNESS n. [f. Hu. 
vrolijk adj. cf. G frohlich (MDu. vro glad, 
-like) ] 

from (from, emphatic or at end of clause 
frdm), prep, expressing separation & 
introducing:—1. Person, place, etc., 
whence motion takes place (comes ~ the 
clouds-, repeated ~ mouth to mouth). 
2. Starting-point title to colophon, 
throughout book; ~ 2nd July, ~ day to 
day, daily; ~ time to time, occasionally; 
~ a child, since childhood). 3. Inferior 
limit (saw ~ JO to 20 boats). 4. Object 
etc. whence distance or remoteness is 
reckoned or stated (ten miles ~ Rome-, 
am far ~ saying: ~ home, out, away; 
absent, away, ~ home-, apart ~ its moral 
aspect). 5. Thing or person got rid of, 
escaped, avoided, of which one is de¬ 
prived etc., person or thing deprived, 
(took his sword ~ him-, released him ~ 
prison-, cannot refrain ~ laughing; appeal 
~ lower court, dissuade ~ folly). 6. State 
changed for another (~ being attacked 
became the aggressor; raise penalty ~ 
banishment to death). 7. Thing distin¬ 
guished (doesn’t know black ~ white). 
8. Source (dig gravel ~ pit; draw con¬ 
clusion ~ premisses; quotations ~ the 
fathers). 9. Place of vantage etc. (saw it 
~ the roof; ~ his point of vieiv, as he sees 
things). 10. Giver, sender, etc. (gifts ~ 
Providence; frocks ~ Worth’s; things not 
required ~ me). 11. Model (painted ~ 
nature). 12. Reason, cause, motive, (died 
~ fatigue; suffering~ dementia; — his looks 

frontal 

you might suppose). 13. Advbs or advl 
phrr. of place or time (~ long ago, of old, 
above, etc.), or prepositions (~ under her 
spectacles; ~ out the bed). [OE fram, from, 
OS, OHG, Goth, fram, ON fra (fro), f, 
Gmc *fra- forward] 

frond, n. (Bot.) leaf-like organ formed by 
union of stem & foliage in certain flower¬ 
less plants, esp. ferns, & differing from 
leaf in usu. bearing fructification; (Zool.) 
leaf-like expansion in some animal organ¬ 
isms. Hence fron'dAGE(l) n., fron'dosE1 
a. [f. L frons -dis leaf] 

Fronde (-awnd), n. Party that rebelled 
against Mazarin & Court during minority 
of Louis XIV; malcontent party; violent 
political opposition. [F, orig. = sling] 

front (Tmt), n. & a., & v.i. & t. 1. Fore¬ 
head (poet.; head efr ~, chief part or 
item); face (~ to ~; have the ~, be im¬ 
pudent enough usu. to do; present, show, 
a bold ~); (Mil.) foremost line or part of 
army etc., lino of battle, part of ground 
towards real or imaginary enemy, scene 
of actual fighting (go to the ~, join troops 
on campaign), direction in which formed 
line faces (change ~); (fig.) organized 
body or department of activity (home, 
kitchen, popular, ~); (Archit.) any face 
of building, esp. that of main entrance; 
fore part of anything (opp. back); 

(Meteor.) boundary between cold & warm 
air masses (cold, warm, ~, forward boun¬ 
dary of a mas3 of advancing cold, warm, 
air); || the promenade of a seaside resort; 
band of false hair, set of false curls, worn 
over woman’s forehead ; breast of man’s 
shirt, also dicky; (with prep.) forward 
position (ire ~ of, before, in advance of, 
confronting'; in ~; come to the ~, become 
conspicuous); (ellipt.) = in ~ as adv. or 
adj. (were beset ~ ifr rear; two-pair 
second-floor room in ~); hence ~'ward a. 
& adv., ~’wards adv., (-fin-). 2. adj. Of 
the, situated in, ~ (|| ~ bench, reserved for 
ministers or ex-ministers in Parliament 
houses; ~ dooi-, chief entrance of house); 
~ page, first page of newspaper (usu. 
attrib., of news of striking journalistic 
importance). 3. vb. Face, look, to, to¬ 
wards, (up)on; face, stand opposite to; 
have on side of (street etc.); confront, 
meet, oppose; furnish with ~ (~ed! with 
stone). [ME; n. OF, f. L frons frontis; vb 
f. OF frouter] 

fron'tagie (-fin-), n. Land abutting on 
street or water, land between front of 
building & road, whence ~er1(4) n.; 
extent of front; front of building; ground 
occupied by troops in camp or on parade; 
facing a certain way, exposure, outlook. 
[-AGE] 

fron'tal1 (-fin-), n. Covering for front of 
altar; facade. [ME, f. OF frontel f. L 
frontale (front, -al) ] 

fron'tal2 (-fin-), a. Of forehead (~ bone, 
artery); of, on, front (~ attack, delivered 
direct, not on flank or rear). [*al] 
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fron'tier (-un-, -Tin-), n. Part of a country 
that borders on another; the borders of 
civilization; (attrib.) of, on, the ~; ~.ymon, 
one living on or beyond the borders of 
civilization (Legion of F~smen, organiza¬ 
tion enrolling men with such experience). 
[ME, f. OF frontier, -iere f. front front, 
see -ary1] 

Fron'tignac (-Inyak), n. A muscat wine. 
[erron. for -nan, name of French town] 

fron'tispiece (-un-), n., & v.t. (Archit.) 
principal face of building, decorated en¬ 
trance, pediment over door etc.; illustra¬ 
tion facing title-page of book or one of 
its divisions (vb, supply with as ~). [f. F 
frontispice f. med. L frontispicium coun¬ 
tenance (front, specere look) w. assim. to 
piece ] 

front'less (-Un-), a. Unblushing (rare); 
without front, [-less] 

front'let (-tin-), n. Band worn on fore¬ 
head; = phylactery; animal’s forehead; 
cloth hanging over upper part of altar 
frontal, [f. OF frontelet (frontal1, -let)] 

fron'to-, comb, form of L frons -tis = of the 
forehead & —, as ~-nasal. [for fronti- 
(-I-, -0-)] 

fron'ton (frQ-), n. Pediment. [F, f. It. 
frontone (front, -oon)] 

frore, a. (poet.). Frozen, frosty, [arch. 
p.p. of FREEZE] 

frost (-aw-, -6-), n., & v.t. 1. Freezing, 
prevalence of temperature below freez¬ 
ing-point of water (|| ten degrees of ~, 22° 
Fahrenheit; hard, sharp, ~; white or 
hoar, black, ~, with, without, rime; Jack 
F~, ~ personified), frozen state or con¬ 
sistence (there is still ~ in the ground), 
frozen dew or vapour (windows covered 
with ~); influence that chills, makes grey, 
etc.; (si.) failure; —bite, inflammation or 
gangrene of & below skin from severe cold, 
~-bitten, affected with this; ~-work, 
tracery made by ~ on glass etc.; hence 
~'i.ess a. 2. v.t. Nip, injure, (plants etc.) 
with ~; cover (as) with rime, powder 
with coating of sugar etc., whence 
ing(3) n.; give roughened or finely granu¬ 
lated surface to (glass, metal); turn (hair) 
white; arm (horse’s shoes) against slip¬ 
ping by nails etc. [OE, OS, OHG, ON 
frost f. Gmc *frust- f. *freusan freeze ] 

fros'tly (-aw-, -0-), a. Cold with frost; 
cold, chilling, frigid, lacking in warmth of 
feeling; covered, seeming to be covered, 
with hoar-frost. Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~I- 
NESS n. [-Y2] 

froth (-6-, -aw-), n.,&v.i.&t. 1. Collection 
of small bubbles, foam; impure matter 
on liquid, scum; worthless matter, idle 
talk, etc.; ||~-6Zoirer (joc.), beer-drinker 
(esp. as designation of member of a certain 
charitable Order); hence ~'Y2 a., ~'Ily2 
adv., ~'iNESS n. 2. vb. Emit, gather, ~; 
cause (beer etc.) to foam. [ME, f. ON 
frotha, frauth, cogn. w. OE afreothan to~] 

froiFfrou (-00-, -do), n. Rustling, esp. of 
dresses. [F, imit.] 

frow1, n. Dutchwoman. [ME, f. Du. 
vrouw = G frau woman] 

•frow2. See froe. 

fro'ward, a. (arch.). Perverse, refractory. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [fro, -ward] 

frown, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Knit brows esp. 
to express displeasure or concentrate 
attention; (of things) present gloomy 
aspect; express disapprobation (at, on, 
upon)-, put (interrupter, interruption, 
etc.) down with ~; express (defiance etc.) 
with ~; hence ~'ingLY2 adv. 2. n. Verti¬ 
cally furrowed state of brow; look 
expressing severity, disapproval, or deep 
thought. [ME, f. OF frongnier, froignier, 
of obsc. orig. ] 

frowst, n., & v.i. (colloq.). Fusty heat in 
room (II vb, stay in, enjoy, this). Hence 
frows'tY2 a. [cf. earlier frowzy] 

frowz'ly, a. Ill-smelling, fusty, musty, 
close; slatternly, unkempt, dingy. Hence 
~iness n. [17th c., of unkn. orig.; cf. 
lfith c. frou-y] 

froze(n). See freeze. 

fructif'erous, a. Bearing fruit, [f. L 
fructifer (frcit, -ferous)] 

fructification, n. (bot.). Fructifying; re¬ 
productive parts of plant, esp. of ferns 
& mosses, [f. LL fructiflcatio (foil., 
-fication)] 

fructify, v.i. & t. Bear frrut (lit. & fig.); 
make fruitful, impregnate. [ME, f. OF 
fructifier f. L fruetificare (fruit, -fy)] 

fructose, n. Fruit sugar, [f. L fructus 
FRUIT -f-OSE2] 

fruc'tuous, a. Full of, producing, fruit 
(lit. & fig.). [ME, f. OF, or L fructuosus 
(FRUIT, -OUS)] 

frug'al (frbo-), a. Careful, sparing (of), 
economical, esp. as regards food; sparing¬ 
ly used or supplied, costing little. Hence 
or cogn. frugal'iTY n., ~ly2 adv., (frob-). 
[f. L frugalis, see -al] 

frugiv'orous (frbb-), a. Feeding on fruit. 
[f. L frux frugi- fruit +-vorous] 

fruit (froot), n., & v.i. & t. 1. (Usu. pi.) 
vegetable products fit for food (usu. ~s 
of the earth), so ~'age(1) (-dot-) n.; plant’s 
or tree’s edible product of seed with its 
envelope (also collect, in sing., as feeds 
on ~); vegetable seed with envelope as 
means of reproduction; (Bibl.) offspring 
(usu. ~ of the body, loins, womb); produce 
of action, (pi.) revenues produced (the ~s 
of industry)-, (sing, or pi.) result, issue, 
consequence; ~-caA:e, containing currants 
etc.; ~ clipper, fast ship carrying ~; ~- 
-knife, with silver etc. blade against acid; 
~ machine, coin -operated gaming machine 
in which a player is successful who gets a 
certain combination of different coloured 
balls; ~-piece, picture of ~; ~ salad, of 
various ~s cut up & mixed in bowl often 
with cream etc.; ~ sugar, glucose, laevu- 
lose, or fructose; ~-/ree, grown for its ~; 
hence (-)~'ed2 a. 2. vb. Bear, make bear, 
~. [ME, f. OF f. L fructus -us (frui 
enjoy)] 
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fruitar'ian (froo-), n. Feeder on fruit. 
[•ASIAN] 

fruit'er (froot-), n. Fruit-ship; tree pro¬ 
ducing fruit (a sure ~); II fruit-grower. 
[15th c., f. OF fruitier; later f. fruit 
+ -ER1] 

II fruit'erer (froot-), 'n. Dealer in fruit. 
[loth c., f. prec. + -ER1: cf. poulterer] 

fruit'ful (froot-), a. Productive, fertile, 
causing fertility; productive of offspring, 
prolific, (lit. & fig.; a session ~ in great 
measures); beneficial, remunerative, 
whence~LY2 adv. Hence~NESSn. [-ful] 

frui'tion (froo-), n. Enjoyment, attain¬ 
ment of thing desired, realization of 
hopes etc. [ME, f. OF f. LIj fruitionem 
(frui fruit-, enjoy, -ION)] 

fruitless (froot-), a. Not bearing fruit; 
yielding no profit, ineffectual, useless, 
empty, vain. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[-LESS] 

fruit'let (froot-), n. (bot.). =prupel. [-let] 
fruit'ly (froot-), a. Of fruit; (of wine) 
tasting of the grape, whence ~!ness n.; 
(colloq.) suggestive, broad, full of rough 
humour or (usu. scandalous) interest. 
[-Y2] 

frum'enty (froo-), furm'ety, n. Hulled 
wheat boiled in milk & seasoned with 
cinnamon, sugar, etc. [ME, f. OF fru- 
mentee (frument f. L frumentum corn), -Y1 ] 

frump, n. Old-fashioned dowdily-dressed 
woman. Hence frum'piSH1, frum'pY2, 

aa. [16th c., perh. f. (now dial.) frumple 
f. MDu. verrompelen rumple] 

frustrate1, a. (arch.). Frustrated, [f. 
L frustratus (foil., -ate2)] 

frustrate'2 (also frus-), v.t. Balk, baffle, 
neutralize, counteract, disappoint. So 
~a'tion n. [f. L frustrari (frustra in vain), 
-ATE3] 

frus'tule, n. Two-valved shell of diatom. 
[F, f. L frustulum (foil., -ULE)] 

frus'tum, n. (pi. -ta, -turns). Remainder 
of regular solid whose upper part has 
been cut off by plane parallel to base, 
or part intercepted between two planes. 
[L, = piece broken off] 

frutes'cent (froo-), a. (bot.). Of the 
nature of a frutex. [for fruticescent (foil., 
-ESCENT)] 

frut'ex (froo-), n. (bot.). (pi. -ices). Woody - 
-stemmed plant smaller than tree, shrub. 
[L (genit. -icis)] 

frut'icose (froo-), a. (Bot.) shrubby; (of 
minerals, zoophytes, etc.) looking like 
shrub, [prec., -ose1] 

fry1, n. Young fishes fresh from the 
spawn; young of salmon in second year; 
young of other creatures produced in 
large numbers, e.g. bees or frogs: small 
~, young or insignificant beings, children 
etc. [ME, f. ON frjo — Goth, fraiw seed] 

fry2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Cook (t. & i.) in 
boiling fat (other fish1 to ~; ~ing-pan, 
shallow pan used; out of ~ing-pan into 
fire, from bad to worse). 2. n. Fried meat; 
|| various internal parts of animals usu. 

fugleman 

fried, esp. lamb’s ~. [ME, f. OF frire f. L 
frigere] 

fry'er, fri'er, n. Vessel for frying fish; 
one who fries (fish). [-ER1] 

|| fub'sy (-z-), a. Fat or squat, [f. obs. 
fuljs small fat person ] 

fuchsia (fush'a), n. Drooping-flowered 
shrub, [mod. L (Fuchs 16th-c. German 
botanist, -IA1)] 

fuch'sine (fbok-), n. Salt of rosaniline 
forming deep red dye. [prec. (f. resem¬ 
blance of colour to flower) + -ine 4 ] 

fuc'us, n. (pi. -ci pr. -si). Kinds of seaweed 
with flat leathery fronds. Hence fuc'oiD 
a. [L, = rock-lichen, f. Gk phukos] 

fud'dle, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Tipple, booze; 
intoxicate; stupefy, confuse. 2. n. Spell 
of drinking (on the ~), intoxication; con¬ 
fusion. [orig. unkn. ] 

fudd'y-dudd'y, a. & n. (colloq., joc.). 
Old-fashioned (person), ineffectual (old 
fogy), [orig. unkn. 1 

fudge1, int. & n. Nonsense!; nonsense; 
piece of stop-press news inserted in neAvs- 
paper page at the last minute by special 
means; soft-grained sweetmeat made 
with milk, sugar, chocolate, etc. [perh. 
f. foil. ] 

fudge2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Fit together, 
patch, make up, in a makeshift or dis¬ 
honest way, cook, fake; practise such 
methods. 2. n. Piece of fudging, [perh. f. 
obs. fudge v.i., fit] 

Fuehrer, Fiih-, (fur-), n. Leader. [G] 
fu'el, n., & v.t. & i. (-11-). 1. Material for 

fires, firing, coal, wood, etc.; something 
that feeds or inflames passion etc. 2. vb. 
Supply (fire) with ~; get ~. [ME, f. OF 
fouaille f. Rom. *focalia f. focus, -al] 

fug, n., & v.i., (colloq.: -gg-). 1. Fusti¬ 
ness of air in room ; fluff and dust col¬ 
lected in corners etc. 2. v.i. Enjoy a 
frowsty atmosphere. Hence -~g,Y2 (-g-) 
a. [orig. unkn.] 

fuga'cious (-shrts), a. Fleeting, evane¬ 
scent, hard to capture or keep. So fugA- 
city (-;V) n. [f. L fugax (fugere flee, 
-ACIOUS) ] 

fug'al, a. Of the nature of a fugue. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [-AL] 

-fuge, suf. in adjj. & nn. f. mod. L in 
-fugus. Ace. to L anal, the sense should 
be fleeing from (fugere) as in L lucifugus, 
erifuga; but in the mod. formations it is 
putting to flight (fugare) as in febrifuge, 
vermifuge. 

fu'gitive, a.& n. 1. Fleeing, running away, 
that has taken flight; flitting, shifting; 
evanescent, of short duration, quickly 
fading; (of literature) of passing interest, 
ephemeral, occasional. 2. n. One who 
flees esp. from danger, enemy, justice, 
or owner: exile, refugee. [ME, f. OF (-if, 
-ive), f. L fugitivus (fugere fugil- flee, 
-TVE)] 

fu'gleman (-gel-), n. (pi. -men). || Soldier 
placed in front of regiment etc. while 
drilling to show the motions & time; 
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leader, organizer, spokesman, whence by- 
back formation fu'gle v.i. [f. G flilgel- 
mann (fliigel wing, mann man)] 

fugue (fug), n., & v.i. & t. 1. Polyphonic 
composition in which a short melodic 
theme (‘ subject ’) is introduced by one 
of the parts and successively taken up by 
the others, thereafter forming the main 
material of the texture (double ~, with 
t-wo such themes), whence fug'ulST(l) 

(-gl-) n.; loss of memory coupled with 
disappearance from one’s usual haunts. 
2. vb. Compose or perform ~ (fuguing or 
~d, in the form of a ~). [f. F, or It. f. L 
fuga flight] 

-ful, suf. orig. = full a. 1. Forming adjj. 
f. nn., w. sense full of (beautiful), & some¬ 
times having qualities of (masterful); 
also adjj. f. adjj. orf. L adj. stems (direful, 
grateful, tristful), perh. on anal, of older 
synonyms in -ful; also f. w. (forgetful), 
arising perh. f. cases in which first com¬ 
ponent might in form be either n. or v. 
(helpful, & esp. thankful where the sing, 
n. being disused thank would naturally 
be taken for verb); a pass, sense is seen 
in bashful = abashable. 2. Forming nn., 
w. sense amount required to fill (handful). 
Handful is a differentiation f. hand full, 
which in the Teut. langg. had orig. 
besides its literal sense that of quantity 
that fills a hand. The differentiation is 
not carried out equally in all langg., G 
handvoll etc. taking their gender f. first 
component, though written as single wds. 
In mod. E -ful is a living suf. freely added 
to nn. (boxful, houseful, churchful); a 
reminiscence of its orig. is seen in spoons¬ 
ful, cupsful, which are ambiguous & 
contrary to good mod. usage, 

ful'erum, n. (pi. -to). (Mech.) point 
against which lever is placed to get 
purchase or on which it turns or is 
supported; means by which influence 
etc. is brought to bear; (Bot.; usu. pi.) 
accessory organs, appendages, e.g. bracts, 
tendrils. [L, = post of couch (fulcire to 
prop)] 

fulfil' (fool-), v.t. (-11-). Bring to con¬ 
summation, carry out (prophecy, pro¬ 
mise), satisfy (desire, prayer); perform, 
execute, do, (command, law); answer 
(purpose), comply with (conditions); 
bring to an end, finish, complete, (period, 
work). Hence ~ment (fOol-) n. [OE full- 
fyllan (full1, fill)] 

ful'gent, a. (poet. & rhet.). Shining, 
brilliant, [f. L fulgere shine, -ENT ] 

ful'gurite, n. (Geol.) rocky substance 
fused or vitrified by lightning, tube made 
by passage of lightning into sand; an ex¬ 
plosive. [f. L fulgur lightning + -ite j(2) ] 

ful'ham (fdbl'am), n. (hist.). Loaded die1. 

[orig. unkn.] 
Ful'ham Pal'ace (fdbl'am), n. Official 
residence of the Bishop of London, 

fulf'ginous, a. Sooty, dusky, [f. LL 
fuliginosus (Juligo -inis soot, -OUS)] 

full 

full1 (fdbl), a., v.t., & adv. 1. Filled to 
utmost capacity, holding all (of, or abs.) 
its limits will allow, replete, (~ to the 
brim, to overflowing, & colloq. up); (of 
heart etc.) overcharged with emotion 
(~-hcarted, stirred with deep feeling, also 
zealous, confident, courageous). 2. Hold¬ 
ing or having abundance of, crowded (in a 
~ house, with a good proportion of mem¬ 
bers present), showing marked signs of 
(~ of vitality). 3. Engrossed with the 
thought of (~ of himself, of his subject; 
~ of the news etc., unable to keep from 
talking of it). 4. Replete with food 
(arch, of persons; a ~ stomach); (chiefly 
Bibl.) having had one’s fill of (~ of years 
& tumours). 5. Abundant, sufficient, 
copious, satisfactory, (a ~ meal; turned 
it to ~ account; give ~ details; he is very 
~ on this point). 6. Complete, entire, 
perfect, answering completely to its name, 
reaching the specified or usual limit, 
entirely visible, (~ point or stop, period 
in punctuation; ~ daylight, membership; 
~ brother, sister, born of same father and 
mother; of the ~ blood, of pure descent, 
not hybrid, so —blooded, & see below; 
~ pay, that allowed on active service; 
~ age, after minority; ~ dress2, & so 
~-dress rehearsal; ~-dress debate in Parlia¬ 
ment, prearranged on important question, 
not arising casually; ~ swing n.; at ~ 
length, lying stretched out, also = in ~ 
below; ~-length portrait etc., of whole 
figure; ~ moon, with whole disc illu¬ 
minated, also the time when this comes; 
~ face, turned straight to spectator; 
waited a ~ hour; it was ~ summer). 7. (Of 
light) intense, (of colour) deep, (of motion 
etc.) vigorous (a ~ pulse; ~ gallop, speed, 
etc., used adv. with come etc.; ~ speed 
ahead!, order to pursue course with 
energy). 8. Swelling, plump, protuberant, 
(of dress) containing superfluous material 
arranged in folds etc. (vb, make ~, 
gather, pleat). 9. —back, football player 
stationed behind; <■—blooded, vigorous, 
hearty, sensual, & see above; —bodied, 
esp. of wine with much body ; ~-bottomed, 
(of wig) long behind, opp. bob 1; ~ house, 
hand, Poker hand with three of a kind, 
and a pair; —mouthed, (of cattle) with ~ 
complement of teeth, (of dogs) baying 
loudly, (of oratory, style, etc.) sonorous, 
vigorous; ~ pitch (Cricket), a bowled ball 
pitched right up to the wicket without 
first touching the ground (also ~ toss); ~ 
score (Mus.), complete score comprising 
music for all performers; II ~-timer, child 
who attends during all school-houra (opp. 
half-timer). 10. (used abs. as n.). Whole 
(cannot tell you the ~ of it; in ~, without 
abridgement; to the ~, to the utmost 
extent, quite); height, acme, (season, 
moon, is past the ~); hence ~'ish ’(2) a. 

11. adv. Very (chiefly poet.; ~ fain; ~ 
many a; know it ~ well); quite, fulljr, (~ 
six miles; ~ as useful as; often in comb.. 
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as —blown, of flowers, quite open, also 
fig. as —blown dignity, ~-grown, having 
reached maturity); exactly (hit him ~ on 
the nose); more than sufficiently (this 
chair is ~ high. [OE full, OS ful, OHG 
foil, ON fullr, Goth, fulls f. Gmc *fullaz 
cogn. w. Gk polus] 

full2 (fdbl), v.t. Cleanse & thicken (cloth). 
[ME, back form. f. foil.; cf. OE fouler 
FOIL2] 

full'er1 (fdt>-), n. One who fulls cloth; 
~’s earth, hydrous silicate of alumina. 
[OE fullere, f. L fiillo + -ER1] 

full'er2 (fdb-), n., & v.t. Grooved tool on 
which iron is shaped; groove made by 
this esp. in horse-shoes; (vb) stamp with 

[orig. unkn.] 
ful(l)'ness (fdbi-), n. Being full1; esp.: 
(Bibl.) t.he~ of the heart, emotion, genuine 
feelings, the ~ of time, the destined time, 
the ~ of the world etc., all that fills it; (of 
sound, colour, etc.) richness, volume, 
body, [-ness] 

full'y (fdb-), adv. Completely, without 
deficiency; quite (esp. with numbers); ~ 
fashioned., (of women’s stockings) seamed 
& shaped. [-I.Y2] 

ful'mar (fdb-) n. Sea-bird of petrel kind 
& gull’s size. [perh. f. ON full foul1-!- 

mdr mew1] 

ful'minant, a. Fulminating; (Path., of 
diseases) developing suddenly, [f. L as 
foil., -ANT] 

ful'minatle1, v.i. &t. Flash like lightning, 
explode, detonate, (~ing gold, mercury, 
etc., various fulminates, see fulminic); 

thunder forth, utter or publish, (censure); 
issue (usu. official) censures against (esp. 
of Pope). Hence or cogn. fulminA'Tiox 

n., ~ory a. [f. L fulminare (fulmen light¬ 
ning), -ATE3] 

ful'mine, v.t. & i. (poet.). Send forth 
(lightning, thunder); thunder (lit. & fig.), 
[as prec.] 

fulmin'ic, a. (chem.), ~ acid, the hypo¬ 
thetical parent of the fulminates, many 
of which are explosive. Hence ful¬ 

minate2 [-ate'(3)] n. [f. L fulmen -inis 
lightning + -ic ] 

ful'ness. See fullness. 

ful'some (fti-, fob-), a. Cloying, excessive, 
disgusting by excess, (of flattery, ser¬ 
vility, exaggerated affection). Hence 
~ly2 (-ml-) adv., ~ness (-mn-) n. [full1, 
-some] 

ful'vous, a. (nat. hist.). Reddish-yellow, 
tawny. So f uIves'cent a. [f. L fulvus + 
-ous] 

fumade', n. Smoked pilchard, [f. Sp. 

fumado smoked, f. L/umareFUME, -apo(1)] 
fum'arSle, n. Crevice in cone of volcano 
through which vapour issues, [f. F 
fumarolle f. LL fumariolum dim. of L fu- 
marium smoke-chamber (fumus smoke, 
-ary1)] 

fum'blje, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Use the hands 
awkwardly, grope about (at, ivith, 
fastening etc.; for, after, thing sought); 

handle or deal with awkwardly or ner¬ 
vously (~e the ball, not stop it cleanly); 
hence ~ER1 n. 2. n. Bungling attempt. 
[16th c., f. LG fummeln, Du. fommelen] 

fume, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Odorous smoke, 
vapour, or exhalation; watery vapour; 
noxious vapour supposed to rise from 
stomach to brain (the ~s of wine etc.; also 
fig. of excitement, enthusiasm, etc.); fit 
of anger (in a ~); hence fum'Y2 a. 2. vb. 
Perfume with incense; subject to chemi¬ 
cal ~s esp. those of ammonia (photo¬ 
graphic film, oak, to darken tints); emit 
~s; (of vapour etc.) rise, be emitted; be 
pettish, chafe (at). [ME; n. f. OF fum, 
vb f. fumer, f. L fumus, fumare, smoke] 

fum'iglate, v.t. Apply fumes to; disinfect 
or purify with fumes; perfume. Hence 
~a'tion, ~atou, nn. [f. L fumigare (fumus 
smoke), -ate3] 

fum'Itory, n. Herb formerly used in 
medicine. [ME, f. OF fameterre f. med. L 
fumus terrae earth-smoke, w. assim. to 
-ORY] 

fun, n., & v.i. (-nn-). 1. Sport, amusement, 
jocularity, drollery, (make ~ of, poke ~ 
at, ridicule; for or in ~, as a joke, not 
seriously; is good, great, ~, very amus¬ 
ing; like ~, vigorously, quickly, much; 
what how amusing!). 2. v.i. (rare). 
Indulge in ~, joke. [f. obs. fun vb, var. 
of fon befool; see fond] 

funam'bulist, n. Rope-walker, [ult. f. L 
funambulus (funis rope, ambulare walk), 
-1ST] 

function, n., & v.i. 1. Activity proper to 
anything, mode of action by which it 
fulfils its purpose; office-holder’s duty, 
employment, profession, calling ; religi¬ 
ous or other public ceremony or occasion, 
social meeting of formal or important 
kind; (Math.) variable quantity in rela¬ 
tion to ot,her(s) in terms of which it may 
be expressed or on which its value de¬ 
pends ; hence ~less (-shon-) a. 2. v.i. 
Fulfil a ~, operate, act. [F, f. L func- 
tionem (fungi funct- perform, -ion)] 

functional (-shon-), a. Official, merely 
formal, (rare); (Physiol.) of, affecting, the 
functions of an organ etc. only, not 
structural or organic (esp. of diseases), 
(of organ) having a function, not func¬ 
tionless or rudimentary; (Math.) of a 
function ; (of building etc.) shaped or con¬ 
structed with regard only to its function, 
not to traditional or other theories of 
design, nence ~ly2 adv. [-AL] 

functionary (-shon-), n. & a. 1. n. Offi¬ 
cial. 2. adj. = prec. (not in math, sense). 
[-ary 1; n. f. F fonetionnaire] 

functionate (-shon-), v.i. = function v. 
[-ATE3] 

fund, n., & v.t. 1. Permanent stock of 
something ready to be drawn upon (a ~ 
of common sense, tenderness, labour, know¬ 
ledge) ; stock of money, esp. one set apart 
for a purpose (sinkHng~); (pi.) pecuniary 
resources (in ~s, having money, flush); 
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II the ~s, stock of national debt as mode 
of investment (has £10,000 in the ~s; 
II ~-holder, such investor). 2. v.t. Convert 
(floating debt) into more or less perma¬ 
nent debt at fixed interest; put into a ~, 
collect, store, (rare); || invest (money) in 
the ~s. [f. L fundus bottom ] 

fun'dament, n. The buttocks. [ME, f. 
OF fondement f. L fundamentum (found1, 
-MENT) ] 

fundamental, a. & n. 1. Of the ground¬ 
work, going to the root of the matter, 
serving as base or foundation, essential, 
primary, original, from which others are 
derived, (a ~ change; the ~ rules; the ~ 
form)-, (Mus.) ~ note, lowest note of 
chord in its original (uninverted) form, 
~ tone, produced by vibration of whole 
sonorous body (opp. harmonics produced 
by that of its parts); hence —rrY (-al1) n., 
~ly2 adv. 2. n. Principle, rule, article, 
serving as groundwork of system (usu. 
pi.); (Mus.) ~ note or tone. [ME, f. LL 
fundamentals (prec., -al)] 

‘fundamental | ism, n. Maintenance, in 
opposition to modernism, of traditional 
orthodox beliefs such as the inerrancy of 
Scripture & literal acceptance of the 
creeds as fundamentals of protestant 
Christianity. So ~IST n. & a. [prec. 
-f- -ISM 1 

funeb'rial, a. (rare). Of funeral (custom, is 
in origin), [f. L funebris (funus see foil.) 

“1 "AL ] 

fiin'eral, a. & n. 1. Of, used etc. at, burial 
or cremation of the dead (~ pile, pyre, 
pile of wood etc. on which corpse is burnt; 
~ urn, holding ashes of cremated dead; 
~ oration). 2. n. Burial of the dead with 
its observances, obsequies: burial pro¬ 
cession; (colloq.) unpleasant concern, 
lookout (that’s your ~). [ME; adj. OF, f. 
LL funerals (L funus -eris funeral + -al) ; 

n. f. OF funcraille f. med. L funeralia 
neut. pi. of funerals, -al(2)] 

fun'erary, a. = funebkial. [f. LL fune- 
rarhis (prec., -art1)] 

funer'eal, a. Appropriate to funeral, 
gloomy, dismal, dark. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
(f. L funereus (funeral) + -al] 

fun'glble (-j-), a. (legal). That can serve 
for, or be replaced by, another answering 
to the same definition (of goods etc. 
contracted for, when an individual 
specimen is not meant), [f. med. L 
fungibilis f. fungi (vice) serve (turn), -idle ] 

fun'gicide (-j-), n. Fungus-destroying 
substance, [fungus, -i-, -cide] 

fung'ous (-ngg-), a. Of fungi, having 
nature of a fungus; springing up like a 
mushroom, transitory, [f, L fungosus 
(foil., -OSE1)] 

fung'lus (-ngg-), n. (pi. pr. -ji, ~uses). 
Mushroom, toadstool, or allied plant 
including moulds; (Bot.) cryptogamous 
plant without chlorophyll feeding on 
organic matter; thing of sudden growth ; 
(Path.) spongy morbid growth or ex- 

furbish 

crescenee; skin-disease of fish. Hence 
~AL (-ngg-), ~1F0RM (-]-), ~iv'0R0US (-j-), 
~oid, ~usy2, (-ngg-), aa. [L, peril, cogn. 
w. Gk sphoggos sponge ] 

funic'ular, a. Of a rope or its tension (~ 
railway, worked by cable & stationary 
engine), [f. L funiculus (funS cord, 
-CULE) +-AR1] 

funk, n., & v.i. & t., (si.). 1. Fear, panic, 
(blue ~, terror); coward; hence ~'Y2 
a.; || ~-Aoie, trench dug-out, employment 
used as pretext for evading military 
service. 2. vb. Flincb, shrink, show 
cowardice; (try to) evade (undertaking), 
shirk; bo afraid of; inspire fear in. [18th 
c. Oxford si.; cf. contemporary Du. fonclc, 
in de fonck sijn ] 

funn'el, n. Diminishing tube, or trun¬ 
cated cone & tube, for conducting liquid, 
powder, etc., into small opening; venti¬ 
lating or lighting shaft; metal chimney 
of steam engine or ship; —shaped lower 
part of chimney. Hence (-)~1ed2 (-Id) 
a. [ME fonel f. Pr. fonilh, (Sp. fonil) i. L 
infundibulum f. vs(fundere pour)] 

funn'iment, n. Joke, drollery, [foil., 
-MENT] 

funn'ly1, a. Affording fun, comical; 
curious, queer, perplexing, hard to ac¬ 
count for; '—3/ bone, part of elbow over 
which ulnar nerve passes; ~y-man, 
professional jester. Hence ~Ily2 adv., 
~iNESS n. [- y2 ] 

II funn'y2, n. Narrow clinker-built boat 
for one sculler, [perh. f. prec.] 

fur, n., & v.t. & i. (-rr-). 1. Trimming or 

lining made of dressed coat of certain 
animals, e.g. ermine, beaver; coat of such 
animals, as material for trimming etc.; 
(usu. pi.) garment(s) of or having ~; 
short fine soft hair of certain animals 
distinguished from the longer hair, (pi.) 
skins of such animals with the ~; make 
the ~ fly, make a disturbance, stir up 
trouble, raise Cain; (collect.) furred 
animals (esp. ~ <& feather; hunt ~, hares); 
crust adhering to surface, e.g. deposit of 
wine; coating formed on tongue in sick¬ 
ness ; crust of carbonate of lime in kettle 
etc.; hence ~r'Y2 a. 2. vb. Provide (gar¬ 
ment, animal), clothe (person), coat 
(tongue, inside of kettle; al30 intr., be¬ 
come coated), with ~; clean ~ from 
(boiler); (Carpent.) level (floor-timbers) by 
inserting strips of wood. [ME; n. f. vb, 
OF forrer f. forre, fuerre sheath f. WG 
*foder( = OE fodder, OHG fuoia-, Goth. 
fodr f. Gmc *fothrom)] 

furb'elow (-6), n., & v.t. 1. Flounce, 
pleated border ot skirt or petticoat; (pi., 
contempt.) showy ornaments: |l kmd of 
wrinkled seaweed. 2. v.t. Adorn with 
— (s). [18t.h c. var of FALBALA j 

futb'ish, v t. Remove rust from, polish 
up, burnish; give new look to, renovate, 
revive, (something antiquated; usu. up). 
[ME, f. OF forbir (-ISH2) f, WG, OS fur- 
bian; cl. MHG vilrben, OHG furben] 
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futc'ate1 (-at. -at), a. Forked, branched. 
Hence furcat'o- comb. form. [f. LL 
furcatus (L furca fork, -ate2)] 

fare late'2, v.i. Form a fork, divide. So 
~a'tion n. [f. L furca fork + -ATE3] 

fifrfura'ceous (-ferashws), a. Scurfy; 
(Bot.) covered with bran-like scales, [f. 
LL furfuraceus (L furfur bran, -aceouk)] 

fur'ious, a. Full of fury, raging, frantic, 
violent; fast & ~, (of mirth etc.) eager, 
uproarious. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. 

OF furieus f. L furiosus (fury, -ous)] 

full, v.t. & i. Roll up & bind (sail) on 
yard or boom; close, fold up, draw 
away, relinquish (fan, umbrella, wings, 
curtain, hopes); become ~ed, roll away 
like clouds. [10th c., f. F ferler f. OF 
fer(m) firm2 -t-tier bind] 

furl'dng, n. Eighth of mile. [OE furlang 
(furh furrow, long adj.); orig. = length 
of furrow in common field, regarded as 
square containing ten acres] 

furl'ough (-16), n., & v.t. Leave of absence, 
esp. to soldier; (vb) grant,'— to. [f. Du. 
verlof (after G verlaub) cogn. w. for-, 

leave 1] 

furm'ety. See frumenty. 
furn'ace (-is), n., & v.t. 1. Apparatus 
including chamber for combustibles in 
which minerals, metals, etc., may be 
subjected to continuous intense heat; 
hot plate; severe test (esp. tried in the ~); 
closed fireplace for heating building by 
hot pipes. 2. v.t. Heat in—. [ME, f. OF 
fornais f. L fornaoem nom. -ax (fornus 
oven)] 

furn'ish, v.t. Provide with (~cd with, 
having); fit up (house, room) with all 
necessary appliances, esp. movable 
furniture (~ed house, rooms, etc., esp. let 
with furniture); provide, afford, yield. 
[f. OF furnir (-ISH2) f. Rom. "fornire ult. 
f. WG *frumjan (OS frummian) promote, 
f. root of FROM] 

furn'iture, n. Contents of receptacle (~ 
of his pocket, money; ~ of my shelves, 
books; ~ of one’s mind, knowledge & 
intelligence); harness etc. of horse etc. 
(arch.); movable contents of house or 
room, tables, chairs, etc.; (Print.) pieces 
of wood or metal placed round or between 
type to make blank spaces and fasten the 
matter in the chase, [f. F fourniture 
(fournir furnish) ] 

furor'e, n. Enthusiastic admiration, rage, 
craze. [It., f. L furorem (furere be mad, 
-OR1)] 

fu'rrier, n. Dealer in, dresser of, furs. 
[-IER] 

furr'ing, n. In vbl senses; also (Ship- 
build.), doubling of planks on ship’s 
side. [-ING1 ] 

fu'rrow (-6), n., & v.t. 1. Narrow trench 
made by plough; ship’s track; rat, track, 
groove, long indentation, deep wrinkle, 
hollow between ridges; || -—slice, slice 
of earth turned up by mould-board of 
plough; hence —less (-61-), ~y2 (-61), aa. 

fuse 

2. v.t. Plough; make ~s, grooves etc., 
in; mark with wrinkles. [OE furh, OHG 
furuh, ON for f. Gmc *furh-] 

fubth'er (-dh-), adv. & a. (for usage of 
fur-, far-, see farther etym.), & v.t. 1. To 
or at more advanced point in space or 
time (unsafe to proceed ~; & then to 
lapse unless ~ continued); to greater 
extent, more, (inquire ~): (also —more) 
in addition, moreover, also (esp. intro¬ 
ducing fresh consideration in argument); 
at greater distance (I’ll see you ~ first, 
euphem. for in hell, as strong refusal of 
request). 2. adj. Going beyond what 
exists or has been dealt with, additional, 
(threats of ~ punishment; till ~ notice, in 
announcing arrangement to continue 
during pleasure); more distant (on the ~ 
side), whence —most a. 3. vb. Help on, 
promote, favour, (undertaking, move¬ 
ment, cause); hence ~ance n., —some a., 
(-dh-). [OE further adv., furthra adj., 
(FORE2, -THER), fyrthrian vb] 

futth'est (-dh-), a. & adv. = farthest. 

[superl. formed f. prec. ] 
furt'ive, a. Done by stealth, clandestine, 
meant to escape notice; sly, stealthy, 
stolen, taken secretly; thievish, pilfering. 
Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness (-vb-) n. 
[f. F (-if, -ive) or L furtivus (furlum theft, 
-IVE) ] 

fur'unc|le (-Qngkl), n. Boil, tumour. 
Hence ~u1ar, ~ulous, aa., (-unk-). [f. L 
furunculus (fur thief, -uncle)] 

fur'y, n. Fierce passion, wild anger, rage, 
(in a ~, fit of rage); impetuosity in battle 
etc. (the Spanish F~, massacre by Span¬ 
iards at Antwerp 1576); violence of 
weather, disease, etc. (like ~, furiously, 
hard); (usu. pi.) snake-haired goddess(es) 
of Gk myth (Alec'to, Tisiph’one, Megacr'a) 
sent from Tartarus to punish crime, (fig.) 
avenging spirits, remorseful pangs, 
(haunted by the furies of her father’s 
blood); virago, angry or malignant 
woman. [ME,f. OF furie f. L furia (furere 
be mad)] 

futze, n. Spiny yellow-flowered ever¬ 
green shrub growing on European waste 
lands, gorse, whin. Hence furz'y2 a. 
[OE fyrs of unkn. orig.] 

fus'eous, a. (nat. hist.). Sombre, dark, in 
colour. So fus'eo-comb. form. [L fuscus, 
-ous] 

fuse1 (-z), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Melt (t. & i. 
with intense heat; blend, amalgamate, (t. 
& i.) into one whole (as) by melting (of 
metals, living bones, institutions, motives, 
etc.); hence fus'iBLE a., fusiBiL'iTY n., 
(-z-). 2. n. (electr.). Piece of easily- 
-fusible wire, placed in main or branch 
circuit, designed to melt when overloaded 
and thus interrupt the current and pre¬ 
vent the section being loaded above the 
safety limit, [f. L fundere fus- pour] 

fuse2 (-z), n., & v.t. 1. Tube, casing, cord, 
etc., filled or saturated with combustible 
matter for igniting bomb, blasting- 



-charge, etc.; component screwed into 
shell, mine, etc. designed to detonate 
explosive charge after an interval (time- 
—) or on impact or when subjected to 
magnetic or vibratory stimulation. 2. v.t. 
Fit ~ to. [f. It. fuso f. L fusus spindle] 

fusee' (-z-), n. Conical pulley or wheel 
esp. in watch or clock; exostosis or bony 
tumour on horse’s cannon-bone; large- 
-headed match for lighting cigar or pipe 
in wind, [f. F fusie spindle, -be) ] 

fus'elage (-z-), n. Framework of aero¬ 
plane. [F, f. fuseler cut in spindle form 
(fvseau dim. f. L fusus), -age ] 

fus'el oil (-z-), n. Mixture of several 
alcohols, chiefly amyl, produced, usu. 
in small amounts, during alcoholic fer¬ 
mentation and making alcoholio liquors 
harmful or poisonous, [f. G fusel bad 
spirit, cf. fuseln foozle] 

fus'iform (-z-), a. (nat. hist.). Shaped like 
spindle or cigar, tapering at both ends, 
[f. L fusus spindle, -I-, -fokm] 

fus'il (-z-), n. Obsolete light musket. [F, 
= It. focile (L focus hearth, fire, -il)] 

fusilier' (-z-), n. (usu. pi.). (Man of) 
certain British regiments formerly armed 
with fusils. [F, (prec., -iek)] 

fusillade' (-z-), n., & v.t. 1. (Wholesale 
execution by) continuous discharge of 
fire-arms. 2. v.t. Assault (place), shoot 
down (persons), by [F fusilier shoot f. 
FUSIL, -ADE)] 

fu'sion (-zhn), n. Fusing; fused mass; 
blending of different things into one; 
coalition, whence ~ist(2) (-zhon-) n.; ~ 
bomb, hydrogen bomb. [f. F, or L fusio 
(FUSE1, -ION); Cf. FOISON] 

fuss, n., & v.i. & t, 1. Bustle, excessive 
commotion, ostentatious or nervous 
activity; treatment of trifles as impor¬ 
tant; abundance of petty detail; ~-pot 
(colloq.), person who is always making a 
~ ; hence ~'y2 a., ~'Ily2 adv., ~'iness n. 
2. vb. Make ~; busy oneself restlessly 
with trifles; move fussily about, up & 
down, etc.; agitate, worry, (person), 
[perh. imit. of sputtering or bubbling] 

fustanell'a, n. Man’s white kilt in modern 
Greece. [It., dim. of mod. Gk phoustani 
prob. f. It. fustagno fustian ] 

fus'tian, n. & a. 1. Thick twilled short- 
-napped cotton cloth usu. dyed dark; 
turgid speech or writing, bombast. 
2. adj. Made of ~, (fig.) bombastic, 
worthless, sorry, pretentious. [ME, f. OF 
fustaigne (med. L fustaneus adj. perh. = 
from Fostat suburb of Cairo)] 

fus'tic, n. Two kinds of wood yielding 
yellow dye (young ~, Venetian sumach; 
~ or old ~, Amer. & W. Ind.); dye from 
these, [f. F f. Sp. fustoc f. Arab, fustuq 
f. Gk as pistachio ] 

fus'tiglate, v.t. (joc.). Cudgel. So ~a^ 
tion n. [LL fustigare (fustis cudgel), 
-ATE3] 

fus'tic, a. Stale-smelling, musty, mouldy; 
close, stuffy; antiquated, old-fashioned. 
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Hence ~Iness n. [14th c., f. OF fusle 
smelling of the cask (fust, f. L fustis 
cudgel) ] 

fut. See phut. 

futch'el(l), n. One of timbers supporting 
shafts, pole, or axle-bar, of carriage, 
[orig. unkn.] 

futh'ol'c (fob-), n. Runic alphabet, [its 
first six letters (th being one)] 

fut'ile (-I-, -I-), a. Useless, ineffectual, 
vain, frivolous. Hence or cogn. futil'lTY 

n., (rare) ~ly2 adv. [f. L futilis leaky, 
futile, f. fud- st. of fundere pour] 

futt'ock, n. One of ship’s middle timbers 
between floor & top timbers; ~ plates, 
iron plates in a ship’s top to which the 
~ shrouds (lower ends of which are 
fastened to ring on mast below) are fixed, 
as well as the dead-eyes of the topmast 
rigging. [ME fot(t)ekes, fot(t)eken, etc., f. 
MLG f. fdt foot -f -ken -kin] 

fu'ture, a. & n. 1. About to happen, 
that will be hereafter (~ life, state, ex¬ 
istence after death), that will be some¬ 
thing specified (my ~ wife)-, of time to 
come, (Gram., of tense) describing event 
yet to happen. 2. n. Time to come (for 
the ~, in ~, from now onwards; past, 
present, <£■ ~); what will happen in the 
~; person’s, country’s, etc., prospective 
condition; (Gram.) ~ tense; one’s be¬ 
trothed; (Commerc.; pi.) goods & stocks 
sold for ~ delivery, contracts for these; 
hence -~less (-cherl-) a. [OF (-ur, -ure), 
f. L futurus fut. part, of esse be f. st. Tu¬ 
be] 

fu'turlst (-che-), n. & a. 1. (theol.). (One) 
believing that the prophecies of the 
Apocalypse etc. are still to be fulfilled. 
2. (art). Adherent of fu'turiSM (-che-) n., 
an early 20th-c. movement in (esp. Italian) 
art, literature, etc., marked by violent de¬ 
parture from traditional methods and 
by the use of arbitrary symbols in the 
expression of emotion, [-ist] 

futur'Ity, n. Future time; (sing, or pi.) 
future events ; future condition, existence 
after death; ~ stakes, stakes raced for 
long after entries or nominations are 
made, [-ity] 

fuzz, n. Loose volatile matter, fluff; 
fluffy or frizzed hair; ~-ball, a fungus, 
the puff-ball. [17th c., goes w. foil. ] 

fuzz'ly, a. Frayed, fluffy; blurred, indis¬ 
tinct ; frizzed. Hence ~ily2 adv., ~Iness 

n. [17th c., prob. f. Du. voos, LG fussig 
spongy] 

fy, fye. = fie. 

-fy, suf. forming vbs. In the older E vbs 
-fy represented F -fier, L -flcare. L 
formed vbs in -flcare (with or without 
intervention of adjj. in -ficus) f. nn., w. 
sense make, produce, (paciflcare, orig. 
intr., make peace) or make into (deiflcare 
deify); f. adjj. w. sense bring into a state 
(sanctificare); & f. vb stems w. oausative 
sense (horrificare horrify). In med. L 
-ficare was often substituted for -facere; 
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hence F & E vbs in -fier, -fy, occas. repr. 
L vbs in -facere (F stup6fier, but p.p. 
sluy6fa.it as well as stupifiA, stupefy; 
OF satisfier, but mod. F satisfaire; F 
liquAfter liquefy, rvbtfier rubefy). Apart 
f. these in -efy E has always -ify (-I-), 
which is freely added to E adjj. & nn. to 
form vbs chiefly joc. or colloq. (speech¬ 
ify, Frenchify, also, on vb, the irreg. 
argufy). Vbs formed on adjj. have often 
intr. as well as trans. sense (solidify make 
or become solid). Vbs in -ify have nn. In 
-ification, those representing L vbs in 
-facere have nn. in -faction ; but E has 
petrifaction where F has the correct 
purification. 

fyl'fot, n. Swastika, equal-armed cross of 
which each arm is continued rectangu¬ 
larly, all clockwise or counterclockwise, 
[name based on ancient direction for 
design of painted window, in which ~ 
may mean either the particular pattern 
or something to fill the foot of the window ] 

fytte. See fit E 

G 
G (jo), letter (pi. Gb, G’s). (Mus.) fifth note 

of diatonic scale of C major; correspond¬ 
ing scale or key; G clef. 

gab, n. (colloq.). Talk, prattle, twaddle, 
(stop youi—, hold your tongue; gift of the 
~, talent for speaking, also loquacity). 
[18th c. gab to talk, mouth = 17th e. gob 
conversation, lGth c. gob mouth, perh. f. 
Ir. gob beak, mouth] 

gab'ardine (-en), n. Dress material of 
cotton or silk with wool lining; material 
for raincoats, [var. of gaberdine] 

gab'ble, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Talk volubly or 
inarticulately, read aloud (t., often over, 
& i.) too fast; utter too fast. 2. n. Voluble 
confused unintelligible talk. [16th c., f. 
MDu. gabbelen] 

gab'bro, n. A basic igneous rock of 
crystalline texture resembling dolerite 
and granite. [It.] 

gabelle', n. Tax (usu. foreign tax), esp. 
the French pre-Revolution salt-tax. [F, 
f. It. gabella ult. f. Arab, qab&la tribute] 

gab'erdine (-en), n. Loose long upper 
garment esp. of Jews & almsmen; a fine 
hard-laid cloth, [f. OF gauvardine perh. 
f. MHG wallevart pilgrimage] 

gab'ion, n. Cylinder of wicker or woven 
metal bands to be filled with earth for 
use in fortification or engineering. [F. 
f. It. gabbione (gabbia cage, -oon)] 

gabionade', n. Line of gabions. [-ade(I)] 

ga'ble, n. Triangular upper part of wall 
at end of ridged roof; (also —end) 
~-topped wall; ~-shaped canopy over 
window or door, whence ga'blET1 n. 
Hence (-)ga'blED2 (-Id) a. [ME gavel f. 
ON gafl; ME gable f. OF f. ON; cogn. w. 
OE geafol, OHG gabala fork, OHG gibil 
gable] 

gab'y, n. Simpleton, [orig. unkn.] 
gad1, int. of surprise, asseveration, etc. 
(also by~, begad). [= god] 

gad2, v.i. (-dd-), & n. Go about idly, rove, 
wander, (usu. about, abroad, out)', (of 
plants, esp. in part.) straggle; (up)on the 

going about, on the move; about, 
(person) given to ~ding. [perh. back 
formation f. obs. gadling companion, 
OE gredeling (gsed fellowship, -LING1)] 

gad(d)i (gud'I), n. Cushioned throne of 
Indian ruler; (transf.) the regal position. 
[Hind, gaddi cushion] 

gadifiy, n. Breeze, cattle-biting fly; 
irritating or worrying person; violent 
impulse, oestrum, [f. obs. gad spike f. 
ON gacldr cogn. w. yard1] 

gadg'et, n. (colloq.). Small fitting or 
contrivance in machinery etc.; (transf.) 
dodge, device, [first in naut. use; orig. 
unkn. ] 

Gadhel'Ic (-d<5-), a. & n. = Gaelic in its 
wider sense, [literary f. Ir. Gaedheal 
Gael -f- -1C ] 

gad'oid, a. & n. (Fish) of the cod family. 
[f. Gk gados cod + -oiD] 

gadroon', n. (usu. pi. or attrib.). Convex 
curve(s) in series forming ornamental 
edge like inverted fluting, [f. F godron; 
cf. goder pucker ] 

gad'vvall (-awl), n. A freshwater duck of 
the north of Europe & America, [orig. 
uncert. ] 

Gael (gal), n. Scottish Celt; (rarely) Irish 
Celt. [f. Sc.-Gael. Gaidheal] 

Gael'ic (gal-, gal-), a. & n. (Language) of 
Scottish Celts, of Scottish & Irish & 
Manx Celts, [-ic] 

gaff1, n., & v.t. 1. Barbed fishing-spear; 
stick with iron hook for landing large 
fish; spar extending top of fore-fe-aft 
sail not set on stays. 2. v.t. Seize (fish) 
with ~. [f. F gaffe boat-hook] 

gaff2, n. (si.). Blow the ~, let out plot, 
[orig. unkn.] 

|| gaff3, n. (si.). Public place of amuse¬ 
ment, esp. (usu. penny ~) low theatre or 
music-hall. [orig. unkn. ] 

gaffe, n. Blunder, indiscreet act or re¬ 
mark, faux pas. [F] 

gaff'er, n. Elderly rustic, old fellow, (also 
as prefix to name); || foreman of gang, 
[contr. of godfather, ga- by assoc, w. 
grandfather-, cf. gammer, gossip] 

gag, n., & v.t. & i. (-gg-). 1. Thing thrust 
into mouth to prevent speech or outcry 
or (Surg.) hold it open for operation, 
(Pari.) closure or guillotine, (vb, apply 
~ to, silence, deprive of free speech). 2. 
Actor’s interpolations in dramatic dia¬ 
logue (vb, make these); (Theatr.) carefully 
prepared comic effect or business intro¬ 
duced into music-hall sketch, stage-play, 
etc., (vb, make these); ~-man, profes¬ 
sional deviser of ~s. 3. specially 
powerful for horse-breaking, ~-rein, 
arranged to make bit more powerful, 
(aag, v.t.) apply ~-bit to (horse). 4. Joke, 
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hoax; (si.) imposture, lie, (v.t., deceive; 
v.i., practise deceit). 5. Retch, choke, 
[jvb 15th c., perh. imit. of choking sound] 

gag'a (or gah-), a. (si.). Fatuous, senile, 
dotty. [F] 

gage1, n., & v.t. 1. Pledge, thing de¬ 
posited as security; (glove thrown down 
as, any symbol of) challenge to fight. 
2. v.t. Stake, pledge, offer as guarantee. 
[ME; n. f. OF gage (f. Frank. *waddi, 
= OHG wetti, Goth wadi-, see wed); vb 
f. F gager of same orig., or for engage] 

gage2. See gauge1. 

gage3, n. Greengage, [abbr.] 
gag'glc, n„ & v.i. 1. Flock (of geese); 
(derog.) company (of women). 2. v.i. (Of 
geese) cackle. [14th c. imit.; cf. l)u. 
gaggelen] 

gai'ety, n. Being gay, mirth; (usu. pi.) 
merrymaking, festive occasion(s), amuse¬ 
ments; bright appearance, [f. F gaieti 
(gay, -ty)] 

Gaik'war, Gaek-, (gik-), n. Ruler of 
Baroda. [Marathi, = cowherd] 

gail'y. See gay. 

gain1, n. Increase of possessions etc., 
profit, advance, improvement; acqui¬ 
sition of wealth, lucre; (pi.) sums acquired 
by trade etc., emoluments, winnings; 
increase in amount. [OF (gaaignier 
GAIN2)] 

gain2, v.t. & i. Obtain, secure, (desired 
or desirable thing; ~ time, obtain delay 
by pretexts or slow methods; ~ the ear 
of, get favourable hearing from); win 
(sum) as profits or as result of changed 
conditions, earn, whence ~'ings (-z) 
[-ing 1 (2)] n. pi.; make a profit, be 
benefited, improve or advance in some 
respect, be enhanced by comparison or 
contrast; win (land from sea, battle, 
victory; ~ the upper hand, be victorious); 
bring over to one’s interest or views, win 
over, persuade, prevail upon; reach, 
arrive at, (desired place); ~ ground, 
progress, advance, encroach (up)on-, ~ 
(ground) (up)on, get closer to (person or 
thing pursued); (of sea) encroach (up)on 
land; ~ (up)on, win the favour of. Hence 
~'able a., ~'er1 n. [f. OF gaaignier to 
till, acquire, f. Rom. *guadaniare f. WG 
*waithanfan (OHG weidenen graze, hunt) 
f. *waitha pasture (OE vjath hunting)] 

gain'ful, a. Lucrative, remunerative; 
bent on gain. [-FUL] 

gainsay', v.t. (arch., literary; past -said, 
pr. -ad or -6d). Deny, contradict. Hence 
~er1 n. [f. obs. gain- prof, against f. ON 
gegn (see1 again) + say] 

gainst, ’gainst. (Poet, for) against. 

gait, n. Manner of walking, bearing or 
carriage as one walks, [var. of gate2] 

gait'er, n. Covering of cloth, leather, 
etc., for log below knee or for ankle. 
Hence ~ed2 (-erd) a. [f. F guHre] 

gal'a (or gah-), n. Festive occasion, fete, 
(often attrib., as ~ day, dress, etc.). [F 
f. It.] 

galac'tic, a. (astron.). Of the galaxy. 
[f. Gk galaktikos (foil., -ic)] 

galac'to-, comb, form of Gk gcda -aktos 
milk, used in scientific terms as ~gogue, 
(substance) inducing a flow of milk, 

gal'antine (-en), n. White meat boned, 
spiced, tied, boiled, & served cold. [ME, 
f. OF, altered f. galatine jellied moat] 

galan'ty show (-6), n. Pantomime on 
screen made by shadows of puppets, 
[perh. f. It. galanti pi. of galante gallant] 

galate'a n. Superior striped cotton dress 
material (orig. used for children’s sailor 
suits), [f. H.M.S. G~.] 

gal'axy, n. Irregular luminous band 
of stars indistinguishable to naked eye 
encircling the heavens, Milky Way; 
brilliant company (of beauties, talent, 
etc.), [earlier also -ias, -ia f. OF galaxie 
& LL -ias, med. L -ia f. Gk galaxias (gala 
-aktos milk)] 

gal'banum, n. Gum resin from some 
Persian species of ferula. [ME, f. L f. Gk 
khalbane prob. f. Oriental wd] 

gale1, n. (Also sweet~) bog-myrtle. [OE 
(also Du. & G) gagel] 

gale2, n. Very strong wind, (naut.) storm, 
(poet.) gentle breeze, [orig. ohsc.; cf. 
Norw. galen bad (of weather)] 

II gale3, n. Periodical payment of rent 
(hanging ~, arrears of rent), [contr. f. obs. 
gavel in gavelkind ] 

gal'6|a, n. (bot., zool.). Structure like 
helmet in shape, function, or position. 
So -—ate2, ~ated, aa. [L, = helmet] 

II galeen'y, n. Guinea-fowl. [f. Sp. gallina 
(morisca Moorish) hen] 

Gal'en, n. (joe.). Physician, [f. L f. Gk 
Galenos, Pergamene 2nd-c. a.d. physician] 

galen'a, n. Common lead ore, lead sul¬ 
phide, lead glance. [L, = lead ore (in 
partly purified state)] 

galen'ic, a., galen'ical, a. & n. Of, 
according to, Galen; esp. (remedy) made 
of vegetable, not synthetic, components. 
[Galen +-ic(al)] 

Galile'an, a. Of the astronomer Galileo; 
~ telescope (with bi-convex objective and 
bi-concave eyepiece), [-an] 

Gal'ilee, g-, n. Porch or chapel at en¬ 
trance of church. [OF, = med. Lgalilaea, 
perh. as less sacred than church w. ref. to 
Galilee as opp. Judaea, or esp. to Matt. iv. 
15 (~ of the Gentiles)] 

g&llma'tias (-ilslah), n. Confused or mean¬ 
ingless talk, rigmarole. [F, of unkn. orig. ] 

gal'ingale (-ngg-), n. Aromatic root of 
E.-Ind. plants used in cookery & medi¬ 
cine ; (also English~) kind of sedge. [ME, 
f. OF galingal f. Arab, khalanjan perh. f. 
Chin, ko-liang-kiang mild ginger from Ko ] 

galiot. = galliot. 
gal'ipdt, n. Kind of hardened turpentine. 

[F, of unkn. orig.] 
gall1 (gawl), n. Secretion of liver, bile, 
(now only of lower animals); typical 
hitter substance, bitterness, (~ <£• worm¬ 
wood) ; ~-bladder & its contents; asperity. 



rancour, (dip one’s pen in write vio¬ 
lently), whence -—'-less (gawFl-) a.; ’im¬ 
pudence (si.); ~-bladder vessel containing 
the ~; —stone, calculous formation in 
~-bladder. [OE gealla, ON gal, OS, OHG 
galla f. Gmc *gall- cogn. w. Gk khole & 
YELLOW] 

gall2 (gawl), n. Painful swelling, pustule, 
blister, esp. in horse; sore produced by 
chafing; mental soreness or its cause; 
place rubbed bare, flaw; bare spot in 
field or coppice. [ME, f. MLG, MDu. 
galle (= OE gealla)] 

gall3 (gawl), v.t. & i. Hub sore, injure by 
rubbing; vex, annoy, harass, humiliate, 
whence ~'ing2 a. [f. prec., orig. as back 
formation f. paZZED2] 

gall4 (gawl), n. Excrescence produced by 
insect on trees, esp. on oak (also oak-~, 
used in making ink & tannin, & in dyeing 
& medicine); ~-fly, insect producing ~s; 
~-nut, = ~. So (in ~ic acid) gall'ic1 a. 
[ME, f. OF galle f. L galla] 

gall'ant (also, in senses indicated below, 
occas. gal&nt'), a., n., & v.t. &i. 1. Showy, 
finely dressed, (arch.); grand, fine, stately, 
(of ship, horse, etc.); brave, chivalrous, 
II (also Pari., as conventional epithet of 
a member of the services, as the honour - 
able & ~ member); markedly attentive to 
women (galant'); concerned with love, 
amatory, (galant'); hence ~ly2 (or as 
above gal&nt-) adv. 2. n. Man of fashion, 
fine gentleman; ladies’ man, lover, para¬ 
mour, (gal&nt'). 3. vb (galant'). Play 
the ~, flirt with, flirt with; escort, act as 
cavalier to, (lady). [ME, f. OF galant 
part, of galer make merry] 

gall'antry, n. Bravery, dashing courage; 
courtliness, devotion to women; a polite 
or amorous act or speech; conduct of a 
gallant, amorous intercourse or intrigue, 
sexual immorality, [f. F galanterie (prec., 
-ery) ] 

gail'eon, n. (hist.). Vessel shorter & 
higher than galley; ship of war (usu. 
Spanish); large Spanish ship used in 
American trade, [f. F gallon (galie 
galley), or Sp. galeon; see -oon] 

gall'ery, n., & v.t. 1. Covered space for 
walking in partly open at side, portico, 
colonnade; balcony long narrow passage 
in thickness of wall or supported on 
corbels, open towards interior of build¬ 
ing; platform projecting from inner 
wall of church, hall, etc., providing extra 
room for audience or reserved for 
musicians (freq. minstrels' ~), reporters, 
strangers, etc.; (Theatr.) highest such 
balcony, persons there seated, least 
refined part of audience (play to the ~, 
appeal to lower taste, use claptrap); long 
narrow room (e.g. shooting—, for indoor 
target practice or matches), passage, 
corridor; room or building used for show¬ 
ing works of art; chimney-holder of 
lamp; (Mil., Mining) horizontal under¬ 
ground passage; ~ hit (Cricket, & fig., 

gallium 

from theatre) piece of showy play, so ~ 
shot, stroke; hence ~ful(2) n. 2. v.t. 
Provide, pierce, etc., with ~ or galleries, 
[f. F galerie f. It. f. med. L galeria] 

gall'ey, n. (pi. ~s). 1. (Chiefly hist.) low 
flat single-decked vessel using sails & 
oars, & usu. rowed by slaves or crimi¬ 
nals; ancient Greek or Roman warship 
with one or more banks of oars; large 
open row-boat, e.g. that used by cap¬ 
tain of man-of-war. 2. Ship’s kitchen. 
3. (print.). Oblong tray to winch type 
is transferred from composing stick (~ 
proof, in slip form, not in sheets or pages). 
4. ~-sZave, person condemned to row in 
~, (fig.) drudge; ~worm, kind of many- 
-footed insect (from likeness of its legs to 
oars). [ME, f. OF galie, -ee f. med. L 
galea, mod. Gk galaia] 

galliam'bic, a. & n. In the metre of 
e. g. Catullus’s Attis; (n., usu. pi.) such 
verse(s). [f. L paZZlAMBtrs song of Galli or 
priests of Cybele + -io ] 

gall'iard, n. (hist.). Quick & lively dance 
in triple time for two persons. [ME, f. 
OF gaillard] 

Gall'ic2 (for gallic1 see gall4), a. Of the 
Gauls, Gaulish ; (usu. joc.) French, whence 
gall'iciSM(4) n., gall'iciZE(2, 3) v.t. & i. 
[f. L Gallicus (Gallus Gaul, -ic) ] 

Gall'ican, a. & n. Of the ancient church 
of Gaul or France; (adherent) of the 
school of French Roman Catholics follow¬ 
ing Bossuet & claiming partial autonomy 
(opp. ultramontane), whence gall'ican- 

I3M(3), gaH'icamsT(2), nn. [f. F, or L 
Gallicanus (prec., -an)] 

gall'ice (-sc), adv. In French (used in 
giving I’ for English phrase etc.). [L, -=in 
Gaulish ] 

galligas'kins (-z), n. pi. (joc.). Breeches, 
trousers, [orig. wide hose of 16th & 
17th cc., f. F garguesque for greguesque 
f. It. grechcsca fern, of grechesco Greek 
(-ESQUE)] 

gallimau'fry, n. Heterogeneous mixture, 
jumble, medley, [f. F galimafrfie]. 

gallinla'ceous (-shtts), a. Of the order 
Gallinae including domestic poultry, 
pheasants, partridges, etc. So ~a'cean 

(-ashan) a. & n. [f. L gallinaceus (gallina 
hen, -aceous)] 

gallina'zo (-ah-), n. (pi. ~s). An American 
vulture, the turkey buzzard, [f. Sp. 
galluutsa (L gallina hen, -aza augment.)] 

Gall'io, n. Person, esp. official, refusing to 
meddle outside his province. [Acts xviii] 

gall'iot (-y-), n. Dutch cargo-boat or fish¬ 
ing-vessel ; small (usu. Mediterranean) 
galley. [ME, f. OF galiote f. It. galeotta f. 
med. L galea galley] 

gall'ipdt, n. Small earthen glazed pot 
used for ointments etc. [prob. f. galley, 

as brought in galleys from the Medi¬ 
terranean] 

gall'ium, n. Soft bluish-white metal, [f. 
L gallus cock, transl. of Lecoq de Bois- 
baudran the discoverer 1875, -f -ium ] 
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gallivant', v.i. Gad about (usu. in part. 
or vbl n.). [perh. corruption of gallant v. ] 

Gallo-, comb, form ^French-, os~-Briton, 
^-German, -—Roman. Hence —man'ia n., 
—man'iao a. & n., Gall'oPHiL, Gall'o- 
Phobe, nn. & aa., —PHOb'ia n. [Callus 
GAUL, -0-] 

gall'on, n. A measure of capacity 
(II imperial ~, 277} cubic inches; wine ~, 
231) for liquids or corn etc. [ME, f. ONF 
galon, OF jalon, f. Rom. "gallone, cf. med. 
L galeta, OF jaloie] 

galloon', n. Narrow close-woven braid 
for binding dresses etc., of gold, silver, 
silk, or cotton, [f. F galon f. galonner 
trim with braid, of unkn. orig. ] 

gall'op, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Horse’s or other 
quadruped’s fastest pace, with all feet 
off ground together in each stride (full —, 
at a ~, going thus); a ride at this pace. 
2. vb. Go at a ~ (of horse, or with its 
rider as subj., or of other quadruped); 
make (horse etc.) ~; read, recite, or 
talk, fast (often through, over); move or 
progress rapidly (in a ~ing consumption). 
[f. F galop(er) f. WG, see wallop] 

gallopade', n. Lively, orig. Hungarian, 
dance. [F, see galop, -ade(1)] 

gall'oper, n. In vbl senses; esp., || (Mil.) 
aide-de-camp, light field gun. [-ER1] 

Gallophil etc. See gallo-. 
Gallovid'Ian, a. & n. (Native) of Gallo¬ 
way. [f. med. L Gallovidia + -an ] 

gall'oway (-o-), n. Horse of small strong 
breed from Galloway, SW. Scotland; 
small-sized horse; one of a breed of cattle 
peculiar to Galloway, [district] 

gall'ows (-oz), n. pi. (usu. treated as sing.). 
Structure, usu. of two uprights & cross¬ 
piece, on w'hich criminals are hanged; 
punishment of hanging (a ~ look, have 
the~ in one’s face, of sinister appearance); 
similar structure used for cookery, 
gymnastics, etc.; ~-bird, person fit to 
be hanged; <—ripe, fit to be hanged; 
—tree, = ~. [ME, f. ON galgi = OE 
gealga, OS, OHG galgo, Goth, galgat. Gmo 
*galgon ] 

•Gall'up poll, n. Test of how representa¬ 
tive sample of public is to vote, esp. as 
basis of forecasts. [G. H. Callup (b. 1901)] 

galoot', n. (colloq.j. Clumsy lout. [orig. 
unkn.] 

gal'op, n., & v.i. 1. Lively dance in 2-4 
time. 2. Dance a ~. [vb f. n., F, see 
gallop] 

galore', adv. & n. (In) abundance (with 
beef <&• ale ~; ~ of alcohol; also in ~). 
[f. Ir. go ledr to sufficiency] 

galosh', gol-, n. Overshoe usu. of rubber 
to keep shoes clean or dry; piece of 
leather etc. round lower part of boot or 
shoe uppers, v'hence ~ed2 (-sht) a. [ME, 
f. OF galoche, f. LL gallicula small Gallic 
shoe] 

galumph', v.i. Go prancing in triumph, 
[made by L. Carroll perh. on gallop, 
triumph] 

galvan'lic, a. l.(hist.). Of, produced by, 
as of, electricity (~ic battery, pile, former 
names for types of primary battery ; ~ic 
electricity, electricity from a primary 
battery). 2. (fig.). (Of smile, movement, 
etc.) sudden & forced. Hence —ically 
adv. [foil., -ic] 

gal'vanlism, n. (hist.). Electricity from a 
primary battery; the use of this or other 
direct-current electricity for medical pur¬ 
poses. Hence ~ist(3) n. [f. F galvanisme 
(L. Galvani discoverer 1792, -ism)] 

gal'vaniz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Stimulate by 
or as by electricity (also fig., ~e into life, 
rouse by shock or excitement); coat with 
metal by electrolysis; coat (iron) wdth 
zinc (usu. without the use of electricity) 
to protect it from rust. Hence —a'tion, 
~er1, nn. [f. F galvaniser (prec., -ize)] 

gal'vano-, comb, form of galvanic, 
galvanism, as ~graphy (-6g-), method of 
producing copperplate engravings by 
~plasty, metal-coating by galvanism; 
~me(er (-6m-), instrument for measuring 
electric currents; —scope. 

Galwe'gian (-jn), a. & n. = Gallovidian. 
[f. Galloway on anal, of Norwegian] 

gam'ba, n. (Also — slop) organ stop with 
string tone, [earlier =, & short for, 
viola1 da gamba] 

gambade', -ad'o (pi. -os, -oes), n. Horse’s 
leap or bound: fantastic movement, 
freak, escapade, [-ode F (Scott); -ado f. 
Sp. gambada (gamba leg, -ado)] 

gam'bier, n. Astringent extract of 
oriental plant used in tanning etc. [f. 
Malay gambir the plant] 

gam'bit, n. Kinds of opening in chess in 
which player sacrifices pawn or piece to 
secure certain ends, many ~s having 
special names as King’s, Queen’s, 
Cunningham’s, ~; (fig.) opening move in 
some action etc. [17th c. gambett f. It. 
gambetto tripping up (gamba leg); -it = F 
gambit, Sp. -ito] 

gam'bl|e, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Play games of 
chance for money, esp. for high stakes 
(—e away, lose thus); take great risks to 
secure great results in war, finance, etc.; 
hence ~er 1 n., —esoME (-Is-) a. 2. n. —ing 
(esp. on the ~e); risky undertaking or 
attempt, [f. obs. (16th c.) gamel, var. of 
ME gamen game 1 ] 

gamboge' (-oozh), n. Gum resin from 
Cambodian & Siamese trees used as 
yellow pigment, [f. mod. L gambogium f. 
Cambodia] 

gam'bol, n., & v.i. (-11-). Caper, frisk, 
[f. F gambade] 

game1, n. 1. Jest (make ~ of, ridicule); 
diversion, spell of play (a ~ of ball); 
amusing incident (what a ~/). 2. Contest 
played according to rules & decided by 
skill, strength, or luck (round, square, —; 
be on, off, one’s ~, be in, out of, form; 
have the ~ in one’s hands, be sure to win 
or able to direct it; play the — lit. & fig., 
observe the rules, behave honourably; 
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play a good, poor, be skilful or not); 
(Gk & Rom. Ant.; pi.) athletic, dramatic, 
& musical contests, gladiatorial etc. 
shows; scheme, undertaking, etc., fol¬ 
lowed up like a ~ (was playing a deep, 
double, winning, losing, etc., ~ ; the- ~ is 
up, success now impossible; so that’s 
your little —>; spoilt my ~; play one’s ~, 
advance his schemes unintentionally; ~ 
not worth candle). 3. pi. Dodges, tricks, 
(none of your ~s!). 4. Single round in some 
contests, e.g. whist or tennis (~ & —, one 
~ scored to each side); (Commero.) 
apparatus for a ~; winning score in ~ 
(~ and, short for ~ set in tennis); state 
of ~ (the — is four all, love three,, etc.). 
5. Hunted animal, quarry, object of 
pursuit, (fair ~, legitimately to be 
pursued or attacked; so forbidden ~); 
(collect.) wild animals, birds, etc., hunted 
for sport or food, flesh of these. 6. Kept 
flock of swans. 7. —act, -law (usu. pi.), 
regulating the killing & preservation of 
~; —bag, for holding ~ killed by sports¬ 
man ; ~ ball, state of ~ in tennis etc. at 
which one point may win; ~ -chicken, 
-cock, -egg, -fowl, of kind bred for cock- 
-fighting; keeper, man employed to 
breed ~, prevent poaching, etc.; ~- 
-licence, to kill or deal in ~; ~ -preserver, 
landowner etc. who breeds ~ & applies 
~-laws strictly; —'s'manship, art of win¬ 
ning '—'S by distracting one’s opponent; 
—'-tenant, lessee of shooting or fishing. [OE 
gamen, OS, OHG, ON gaman] 

game2, a. Like a game-cock, spirited, 
(die2 —): having the spirit to do, for. 
Hence ~'ly2 (-ml-) adv., ~'ness (-mnj n. 
[f. gamel-cock] 

game3, v.i. & t.. Play at games of chance 
for money, gamble; throw away in 
gambling; gaming-house, -table, fre¬ 
quented for gambling. Hence ~'stf,r 
(-ms-) n. [(1) ME gameni. OE gam{e)nian\ 
(2) ME game f. game 11 

game4, a. (Of leg, arm, etc.) lame, 
crippled. [18th c. dial., of unkn. orig.] 

game'some (-ms-), a. Sportive. Hence 
'—'LY2 adv., ~NESS n. [-SOME] 

gamete', n. (biol.). Sexual protoplasmic 
body, which unites with another for re¬ 
production. [f. Gk gamete wife, gametes 
husband, (gameo marry)] 

gamin (see Ap.), n. (Street) urchin, neg¬ 
lected boy. [F] 

gamm'a, n. Third letter (I\ y, = G) of 
Greek alphabet, used sometimes in 
enumerations to supplement 3 & c (~ 
plus, minus, rather better, worse, than 
third-class); kind of moth;~ rays. X-rays 
of very short wave-length emitted by 
radio-active substances. [Gk] 

gammad'ion, n. = fylfot, [late Gk, 
dim. of prec., fylfot consisting of four 
gammas (T)] 

gamm'er, n. (Rustic name for) old 
woman, [contr. of godmother, ga- by 
assoc, w. grandmother; cf. gaffer, gossip] 

gang 

gamm'on1, n., & v.t. 1. Bottom piece of 
flitch of bacon including hind leg (usu. 
~ of bacon); smoked or cured ham; 
~ db spinach (as dish, &, with pun on 
gammon3, = humbug). 2. v.t. Cure 
(bacon), [f. ONP gambon (gambe leg, 
-00N)] 

gamm'on2, n., & v.t. 1. Kind of victory 
scoring two games at backgammon. 2. 
v.t. Defeat (adversary) thus. [app. = ME 
gamen GAME1 ] 

gamm'on3, n., int., & v.i. & t. 1. Hum¬ 
bug, deception; (int.) nonsense! 2. vb. 
Talk plausibly; feign (intr.); hoax, de¬ 
ceive. [perh. as prec.] 

gamm'on4, v.t., & n., (naut.). Lash 
(bowsprit) to stem; (n., also —ing) the 
lashing, [orig. unkn.] 

gamm'y, a. (si.). = game4, [orig. unkn.] 

gamo-, comb, form of Gk games marriage, 
used esp. in Bot. describing plants with 
specified parts united, as gamopet'alous 
with petals united; also gamogen'esis 
sexual reproduction. 

gamp, n. (colloq.). Umbrella, esp. large 
untidy one. [f. Mrs 0~ in Dickens’ 
Martin Chuzzlewit] 

gam'ut, n. 1. (hist.). Lowest note in 
medieval scale = modern G on lowest 
line of bass stave; the Great Scale con¬ 
sisting of all notes used in medieval music 
(G as above to E in highest space of 
treble). 2. (mod.). Whole series of recog¬ 
nized notes; maj or diatonic scale; people’s 
or period’s recognized scale; voice’s or 
instrument’s compass; whole range or 
scope of anything (the whole ~ of crime; 
run up & down the ~). [f. med. L gamma 
ut (gamma taken as name for note one tone 
lower than A of classical scale +ut first of 
six arbitrary names of notes forming 
hexachord, being the italicized syllables 
of a Sapphic stanza, Ut queant laxis 
resonare fibris Mira, gestorum /ctmuli 
tuorum. Solve polluti tabii reatum, Sancte 
Johannes)] 

gam'y, a. Abounding in game; = game2 
(rare); having flavour or scent of game 
kept till it is high. [-Y2] 

gan'der, n. Male goose (sauce for the 
goose is sauce for the use in retorting 
an argument etc. on its first user); fool, 
simpleton. [OE gan{d)ra, MLG ganre, 
LG, Du. gander; cogn. w. gannet] 

gang, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Company of work¬ 
men, or of slaves or prisoners; band of 
persons acting or going about together 
esp. for criminal purpose or one dis¬ 
approved by speaker (*v.i., join up, act 
in concert, with); set of tools etc. arranged 
to work simultaneously (v.t., arrange 
(tools etc.) to work in co-ordination); 
~-board, plank usu. with cleats nailed on 
it for w'alking into or out of boat. 2. v.i. 
(Sc.). Go; ~ agley (ogla'), (of plan etc.) go 
awry; ~ one’s ain gait, take one’s own 
course. [OE, OS, OHG gang, ON gangr, 
Goth, gaggs, Gmc f. gangan GO] 
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gange (-j), v.t. Protect (fish-hook, part 
of_ fishing-line) with fine wire. Hence 
gan'giNG1 (-j-) n. [orig. unkn.] 

gang'er, n. Foreman of gang, [-er1] 

Gangel'ic, a. Of the Ganges, [f. L 
Gangeticus (L f. Gk Gagges, -ic) ] 

gang'ling (-ngg-), a. Loosely built, 
straggling. [f. *gangle frequent, of gang] 

gang'li|on (-ngg-), n. (pi. -lid). Enlarge¬ 
ment or knot on nerve, from which nerve- 
-fibres radiate; mass of grey matter in 
central nervous system forming a nerve- 
-nucleus (~on-cell, -corpvscule, -globule, 
nerve-cell in this); (fig.) centre of force, 
activity, or interest. Hence ~ated, 
~onated, [-ate3, -ed1], ~form, ~on'ic, 
aa. [f. Gk gagglion] 

gang'rene (-ngg-), n., & v.i. & t. 1. 
Necrosis, usu. with decomposition, of 
part of the body (often fig.); hence 
gang'renous a. 2. vb. Become affected, 
affect, with mortification, [f. L f. Gk 
gaggraina] 

gang'ster, n. Member of a gang of 
violent criminals or roughs, [-ster] 

gangue (gang), n. Earth etc., matrix, in 
which ore is found. [F, f. G gang lode = 
GANG] 

gang'vvay, n. & int. Passage esp. between 
rows of seats (II in House of Commons, 
cross-passage half-way down giving 
access to back benches; members above, 
below, ~ are more, less, closely associated 
with official policy of their party); 
passage etc. on ship, esp. platform 
connecting quarterdeck & forecastle; 
opening in bulwarks by which ship is 
entered or left, bridge laid across from 
this to shore etc.; (int.) make way, please! 
[18th c., f. GANG + way] 

gan'ister, n. Close-grained siliceous stone 
found, mixed with clay, in the lower coal- 
-measures of Yorkshire, and used for fur¬ 
nace-linings. [orig. unkn.] 

gann'et, n. A sea-bird, the solan (-goose). 
[OE ganot, OHG ganazzo, MHG game', 
COgn. V7. GANDER] 

gan'oid, a. & n. (Of fish-scale) enamelled, 
smooth & bright; (fish) having ~ scales. 
[f. F gano'ide f. Gk ganos brightness + 
-OID] 

gan'try, gaun-, n. Four-footed wooden 
stand for barrels; structure supporting 
travelling crane, railway signals, etc. 
[prob. f. obs. contr. of gallon + tree] 

Gan'ymede, n. (Joe.) waiter, potboy; 
(Astron.) largest satellite of Jupiter. 
[f. L f. Gk Ganumedes cupbearer of Zeus] 

gaol (jal), jail, n., & v.t. (g- in official, 
g- & j- indifferently in literary use, j- in 
U.S.). 1. Public prison for detention of 
persons committed by process of law7, 
(without article) confinement in this; — 
-bird, prisoner, habitual criminal, rogue; 
~-delivery, clearing of ~ esp. at assizes 
by trying all prisoners awaiting trial; — 
-fever, virulent typhus formerly endemic 
in ~a. 2. v.t. Put in [ME, f. ONF 

garden 

gaiole, OF jaiole (now gedle) f. Rom. dim. 
of L cavea cage ] 

gaol'er (jal-), jail'er, jail'or, n. (see 
prec.). Man in charge of gaol or prisoners 
in it. Hence ~ess‘n. [as prec.+-er2(2)] 

gap, n. Breach in hedge or wall; gorge, 
pass; unfilled space or interval, blank, 
break in continuity, (stop, fill, supply, 
a ~, make up deficiency); wide diver¬ 
gence in views, sympathies, etc. Hence 
~pED2 (-pt), ~p'Y2, aa. [ME, f. ON, 
= chasm, cogn. w. foil.] 

gape, v.i., & n. 1. Open mouth wide, (of 
mouth, oysters, wounds, chasm, etc.) 
open or be open wide, split, part asunder; 
stare, gaze curiously, at; yawn. 2. n. 
Yawn; open-mouthed stare; the ~s, 
poultry disease with gaping as symptom, 
(joc.) fit of yawning; expanse of open 
mouth or beak, part of beak that opens; 
rent, opening; ■—seed (joc.), staring, 
occasion for staring, thing stared at. 
[ME, f. ON gapa cogn. w. MHG gaffen) 

gap'er, n. In vbl senses; esp. kinds of 
bird, kind of mollusc, [-er1] 

ga'rage (or gorahzh'), n., & v.t. 1. Build¬ 
ing or shed for storing or repair of motor- 
-vehicles. 2. v.t. Put (motor-car) in 
[F] 

g5kb, n., & v.t. 1. Dress, costume, esp. of 
distinctive kind, way one is dressed. 
2. v.t. Attire, put (esp. distinctive) clothes 
upon (person; usu. pass, or refi.). [f. obs. 
F garbe f. It. garbo f. Gme, cogn. w. gear] 

gfirb'age, n. Offal used for food; refuse, 
filth; foul or worthless reading. [ME, 
orig. unkn.] 

gar'ble, v.t. Select best in, take pick of, 
(rare); make (usu. unfair or malicious) 
selections from (facts, statements, etc.), 
mutilate in order to misrepresent; (erron.) 
unintentionally distort or confuse (facts, 
statements), [f. It. garbellare f. Arab. 
gharbala sift cf. kirbal sieve] 

garb'oard (-herd), n. (Also ~ strake) first 
range of planks laid on ship’s bottom 
next keel; corresponding plates in iron 
ship. [f. Du. gaarboord (GATHER, BOARD)] 

(jargon (see Ap.), n. Waiter in French 
hotel etc. [F] 

giftd'en, n., & v.i. 1. Piece of ground 
devoted to growing flowers, fruit, or 
vegetables (kitchen, || market, ~); (pi.) 
ornamental grounds for public resort 
(usu. botanical, zoological, etc., ~s); 
specially fertile region (the ~ of England, 
Kent, Worcestershire, etc.); II (pi. with 
name prefixed as Onslow, Spring, G~s) 
set of houses in street, square, etc.; the 
G~. philosoplyy or school of Epicurus (cf. 
porch, academy); (attrib.; with or with¬ 
out hyphen) cultivated, not wild, (~ 
plants, ~-cress; common, or ~, si., ordin¬ 
ary), living in ~s (~-spider; ~-white, kind 
of butterfly; ~-warbler, kind of bird); ~ 
city, industrial or other town laid out sys¬ 
tematically wdth a view to spacious and 
attractive surroundings; || so — suburb; 
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~-frame, forcing-frame for plants; ~- 
-glass, bell-glass for covering plant; 
—parly, social meeting on lawn or in ~; 
~-pio(, piece of ground used as ~; ~ seal, 
bench etc. for use in ~; || ~-stuff, vege¬ 
tables & fruit; (si.) lead up the ~ (path), 
entice, mislead; hence ~ed2 (-nd), ~- 
esque', aa., ~ingH1) n- 2. v.i. Cultivate 
a ~. [ME, f. ONE gardin (OF jardin) f. 
Rom. *gardinus f. WG *gardo +-inus 
-ine 1; see yard ] 

gard'ener, n. Person who gardens, esp. 
servant employed to tend a garden, also, 
esp. jobbing ~, employee working at 
intervals. [ME, f. ONF *gardinier (OF 
jard-) as prec. + -er2(2)] 

garden'Ia, n. Kinds of trees & shrubs 
with large white or yellow flowers & usu. 
flagrant scent, [mod. L (Dr. A. Garden 
d. 1791, -IA1)] 

gare'fowl (-rf-), n. The great auk. [f. ON 
geirfugl (geir of doubtful meaning)] 

gar'fish, n. Fish with long spearlike snout 
& green bones, [app. f. OE gar spear] 

gdr'ganey, n. Kind of teal. [f. It. dial, 
var. of garganello ] 

gargan'tuan, a. Enormous, gigantic. 
[Gargantua giant in Rabelais + -an ] 

galg'et (-g-), n. Inflamed state of head 
or throat in cattle, pigs, or poultry; in¬ 
flammation of cow’s or ewe’s udder, 
[perh. f. obs. garget throat f. OF gargate, 
-guelte] 

gi&'gle, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Wash (throat), 
wash throat, with liquid kept in motion 
by breath. 2. n. Liquid used thus. [f. F 
gargouiller (foil.)] 

gdrg'oyle, gfir-, n. Grotesque spout usu. 
with human or animal mouth, head, or 
body, projecting from gutter of (esp. 
Gothic) building to carry water clear of 
wall. [f. OF gargouille throat, gargoyle] 

garibal'di, n. Kind of woman’s or child’s 
blouse, orig. of bright red; II biscuit con¬ 
taining currants, [f. red shirts of 
(Italian patriot 1807-82) & his followers] 

gar'ish, a. Obtrusively bright, showy, 
gaudy, over-decorated. Hence~LY2adv., 
~ness n. [16th c. gaurishapp. irreg. f. obs. 
game stare +-ish 1 ] 

gdll'and, n., & v.t. 1. Wreath of flowers, 
leaves, etc., worn on head or hung on 
something as decoration; distinction, 
palm, prize, for victory etc.; (arch.) 
anthology, miscellany; metal etc. imita¬ 
tion of ~. 2. v.t. Crown with deck 
with ~s, serve as ~ to. [ME, f. OF ger-, 
garlande of unkn. orig.] 

giSH'ic, n. Plant with bulbous strong- 
-smelling pungent-tasting root used as 
flavouring in cookery. Hence (esp. of 
smell) ~kY2 a. [OE garleac (gar spear, 
LEEK)] 

gdlrn'ent, n., & v.t. Article of dress, esp. 
gown or cloak, (pi.) clothes; outward and 
visible covering of anything; (vb; poet., 
usu. in p.p.) attire. [ME & OF garni-, 
garnemenl (garnish, -ment)] 

gSFn'er, n.,& v.t. (poet. & rhet.). 1. Store¬ 
house for corn, granary, (also fig.). 2. v.t. 
Store, deposit, collect. [ME, f. OF 
gernier f. L granarium granary ] 

gffrn'fit, n. Vitreous mineral, of which 
a deep transparent red kind is used as 
gem. [ME, f. OF grenat, -ate f. med. L 
granatum POMEGRANATE] 

gdrn'ish, v.t.,&n. 1. Decorate, embellish, 
(esp. dish for table); (Law) serve notice 
on (person, called ~ee' n.) for purpose of 
attaching money belonging to debtor, 
summon (person) as party to litigation 
started between others; hence ~er1, 

~ment, nn. 2. n. (Also ~ing1 n.) things 
used to decorate dish for table (also fig. 
of literary embellishments). [ME, f. OF 
garnir (-ISH2) f. WG * warn} an WARN] 

gabn'iture, n. Appurtenances, acces¬ 
sories ; adornment, trimming esp. of dish; 
costume. [F (garnish, -ore)] 

garotte. See garrotte. 

ga'rrfet1, n. Room (usu. squalid) on top 
floor or partly or entirely in roof, attic. 
[ME, f. OF garite watch-tower (garir 
defend, f. WG *warjan; see weir)] 

ga'rret2, v.t. (archit.). Insert small pieces 
of stone in joints of (coarse masonry), 
[orig. unkn.] 

garreteer', n. Dweller in garret, esp. 
poor literary hack, [-eer] 

ga'rrison, n., & v.t. 1. Troops stationed 
in fortress, town, etc., to defend it (~ 
town, having ~). 2. v.t. Furnish with, 
occupy as, ~; place (troops, soldier) on 
~ duty. [ME, f. OF garison (garir see 
garret1, defence, w. sense of F & obs. 
E garnison (GARNISH)] 

ga'rron, n. Small inferior horse bred in 
Scotland & Ireland, [f. Gael, gearran] 

ga'rrot, n. Kind of sea duck. [F] 
gar(r)ott|e', n.,& v.t. 1. Spanish method 

of capital punishment by strangulation, 
apparatus used in it; highway robbery 
performed by throttling victim. 2. v.t. 
Execute by strangulation; throttle in 
order to rob, whence —'er1 n. [f. F 
garrotter or Sp. garrotear f. garrote a stick 
(used in twisting cord tight), of unkn. 
orig.] 

ga'rrulous (-rdb-), a. Given to talk, 
loquacious, wordy, (of bird, stream, etc.) 
chattering, babbling. Hence or cogn. 
garrul'iTY (-rdo-), ~ness, nn., ~ly2 adv. 
[f. L garrulus (garrire chatter) -F-ous] 

gfilt'er, n., & v.t. 1. Band worn above or 
below knee to keep stocking up; II the G~, 
(badge of) highest order of English 
knighthood, membership of this; (G~)= 
G~ King of Arms. 2. v.t. Fasten (stock¬ 
ing), encircle (leg), with ~. [ME, f. OF 
gartier (garet, now jarrel, bend of knee, 
perh. f. Celt., cf. Breton gar, W gdr, leg- 
-bone)] 

II g£tth, n. (arch. & dial). Close, yard, 
garden, paddock, open space within 
cloisters. [ME f. ON garthr=OE geard 
YARD2] 
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gas, n. (pi. gdses), & v.t. & i. (-8S-). 1. Any 
aeriform or completely elastic fluid (used 
chiefly of those that do not become 
liquid or solid at ordinary temperatures, 
other ~es being usu. called vapours); 
such fluid, esp. coal-~ or various mix¬ 
tures with carburetted hydrogen, used 
for lighting or heating; ‘(colloq.) petrol, 
gasoline, (step on the ~, accelerate motor 
engine by pressing down accelerator 
pedal with foot, also fig.); (Mining) 
explosive mixture of firedamp with air; 
hydrogen etc. used to fill balloon; nitrous 
oxide ~ as anaesthetic (often laughing-~); 
(also poison-~) kinds used to asphyxiate 
enemy in war; jet of ~ used for lighting; 
empty talk, boasting, humbug, windbag 
eloquence. 2. —bag, bag for holding 
(derog.) empty talker, airship’s —con¬ 
tainer, airship or balloon (opp. aeroplane); 
~ bracket, pipe with burner(s) projecting 
from wall; ~-coai, bituminous from which 
~ can be made; '--coke, residuum of coal 
when ~ has been made from it; ~-engine, 
-motor, with power obtained by production 
or rhythmical combustion and explosion 
of ~ in closed cylinder; fitter, tradesman 
or workman providing house with ~- 
- fittings, apparatus for heating or lighting 
with ~; ~-helmet, —mask, kinds of 
appliance including respirator worn as 
defence against poison—; holder, large 
receptacle for storing ~, gasometer; 
'-'light, light given by esp. coal—, jet of 
burning ~ ('-light paper, plates, photo¬ 
graphic materials that can be developed 
in weak artificial light); —main, main 
pipe supplying ~; '—-man, manufacturer 
of collector of sums due for ~ -supply; 
'—-mask (as '--helmet); —meter, apparatus 
registering amount of — consumed; ~ - 
-oven (heated by ~); —ring, perforated 
with small holes & fed with ~ for cooking 
etc.; —shell (charged with poison-~, usu. 
in liquid form); ~-<ar, C0Ai-tar produced 
in making ~; ~ -works, manufactory of 
~; hence g&s'Eous a., gase'iTY n., ~'i- 
FORir, —-'less, aa., ~'Ify v.t.,~'ifiABLE a., 
~mCA'TiON n. (also, underground pro¬ 
duction of ~ from unmined coal). 3. vb. 
Supply (room, railway-carriage, etc.) with 
~; project poison— upon (enemy, place), 
(pass.) be poisoned with ~; pass (thread, 
lace) through —flame to remove loose 
fibres; talk emptily or boastfully, whence 
~s,ER1n. [wd invented by Van Helmont 
on Gk khaos chaos ] 

Gas'con, n. Native of Gascony; braggart. 
[F] 

gasconade', n., & v.i. Boast(ing). [f. F 
gasconnade (prec., -ade)] 

gaselier', n. Gas-lamp, usu. suspended 
from ceiling, with several burners often 
on branches, [f. gas after chandelier] 

gash *, n., & v.t. 1. Long & deep slash, cut, 
or wound; cleft such as might be made 
by slashing cut; act of making such cut. 
2. v.t. Make ~ in, cut. [ICth c., var. of 

gate 

ME garse vb & n. f. OF *garse, parser 
perh. f. LL c(h)araxare f. Gk kharasso 
incise] 

II gash2, a. (naut. si.). Spare, extra. 
gas'ket, n. Small cord for securing furled 
sail to yard ; strip of tow etc. for packing 
piston or caulking joint, [orig. unkn.] 

gasogene. See gazogene. 
gas'olene, -ine (-en), n. Volatile inflam¬ 
mable liquid got in distilling petroleum 
& used for heating & lighting; ‘petrol. 
[GAS, -OL, -ENE, -INE1] 

gasom'eter, n. (Chem.) vessel for holding 
gas; large reservoir in which gas is stored 
for distribution by pipes, [f. F gazomHre 
(gaz gas, mitre f. Gk metron measure)] 

gasp (gahsp), v.i. & t., & n. 1. Catch 
breath, strain for air or breath, with open 
mouth as in exhaustion or astonishment; 
~ life etc. away or out, expire; ~ out, utter 
with ~8; hence ~'ingLY2 adv., ~'er1 n., 
(esp., si.) II cheap cigarette. 2. n. Con¬ 
vulsive catching of breath (at one’s last •—, 
at point of death). [ME, f. ON geispa to 
yawn cf. geip idle talk] 

gass'ly, a. Of, full of, like, gas; (of talk 
etc.) empty, verbose. Hence ~iness n. 
[-Y2] 

gas't(e)ropod, n. Mollusc (e.g. snail) 
with locomotive organ placed ventrally. 
So gasterop'odous a. [f. F gasUropode 
(gastro-, Gk povs podos foot)] 

gastrae'a, n. (Assumed) primitive sac- 
like animal consisting of two layers 
(ectoderm & endoderm) of cells, [mod. 
L (GASTRO-)] 

gas'tric, a. Of the stomach (~ fever, 
enteric; ~ juice, thin clear acid nearly 
colourless fluid secreted by stomach 
glands & effecting digestion), [f. Gk as 
foil. + -IC] 

gastr(o)-, comb, form of Gk gaster -(e)ros 
stomach, as gastro-enti'ric, of stomach 
& intestines, gas'troCELE, gastrd t'omy, 
gastriT'is. 

gastr|ol'ogy, n. Science of cookery. So 
~ol'oger, ~ol'ogist, nn. [f. Gk gastro- 
logia (prec., -logy)] 

gas'tronome, n. Judge of cookery. [F, 
back formation f. gastronomie see foil.] 

gastron'omly, n. Art & science of good 
eating. So —er1 n., gastronom'ic(AL) 
aa., gastronom'icalLY2 adv., ~ist(3) n. 
[f. if gastronomie (gastro-, after astronomie 
etc.)] 

*gat, n. (si.). Gun, revolver, [abbr. of 
GATLING] 

gate1, n., & v.t. 1. Opening in wall of city 
or enclosure made for entrance & exit 
& capable of being closed with bar¬ 
rier; (Bibl.) place of judicial assembly in 
city; mountain pass; means of entranoe 
or exit (~ of ivory, horn, by which false, 
true, dreams come; Bosphcrus & Helles¬ 
pont are the two ~s of Constantinople); 
barrier closing the opening of a wall, 
wooden or iron framework, solid or of 
bars or gratings, hung on hinges, turning 



on pivots, or sliding, single or double; 
contrivance regulating passage of water; 
number entering by payment at ~s to 
see football match etc., amount of money 
thus taken (also ~-money). 2. II ~-bill 
(Oxf. & Camb.), record of undergraduate’s 
returns to college after hours, fines im¬ 
posed for these; crasher si. (also 
crasher), uninvited intruder at party etc., 
so <■—crash v.i. & t.; house, lodge of 
park etc., room over city ~ often used as 
prison -keeper, attendant at I! kind of 
butterfly; —legged table (with legs in — 
-like frame swinging back to allow top to 
fold down); —meeting, at which money 
is taken for admission ; -—post, on which 
~ is hung or against which it shuts 
(between you & me & the ■—post, or bed- 
-post, in close confidence); ~'way, — ~ 
(first sense), frame of or structure built 
over ~, means of entrance or exit; hence 
'--'less (-tl-) a. 3. v.t. (Oxf. & Camb.). 
II Coniine to college entirely or after 
certain hours. [OE geet, geat, OS, ON gat 
f. Gmc *gatom] 

gate2, n. (With prefixed name in North 
etc.) street. [ME, f. ON gala, OHG gazza, 
Goth, gatwo f. Gmc *gatwon-] 

gath'er (-dh-), v.t. & i. Bring together, 
cause to assemble, (be to one’s fathers, 
die); acquire by collecting, amass; cull, 
pluck; collect (grain etc.) as harvest; 
receive addition of (rolling stone ~s no 
moss, change of calling does not pay; 
complexion ~s colour: invalid ~s strength; 
~ head, acquire strength, swell as a fester¬ 
ing sore; ~ may, begin to move, of ship); 
summon up (energies), gain or recover 
(breath); infer, deduce (that); draw (gar¬ 
ment, brow) together in folds or wrinkles, 
esp. pucker (part of dress) by running 
thread through; pick up from ground; 
draw up (limbs, person) into smaller 
compass; sum up (scattered facts); 
summon up (thoughts, strength, etc.) for 
an effort; come together, congregate, 
form a mass; receive additions (the tale 
~cd like a snowball); come to a head, 
develop purulent swelling. [OE gaderian, 
cf. Du. gaderen gather & OE geador 
together] 

gath'ering (-dh-), n. In vbl senses; esp.: 
purulent swelling; assembly, meeting; 
— -coal, large piece to keep fire in. [-inq2] 

gath'ers (-dherz), n. pi. Part of dress that 
is gathered or drawn in. [f. gather] 

Gat'ling, n. (Also ~ gun) machine gun 
with clustered barrels. [R..I. ~, inventor 
(d. 1903)] 

rjauche (gosh), a. Tactless, without ease 
or grace, socially awkward. [F ] 

gaucherie (gosherc'), n. Gauche man¬ 
ners, a gauche action. [F] 

gauch'o (gow-, gaw-), n. (pi. -os). One of 
a mixed European & Amer.-Ind. people 
of mounted herdsmen. [Sp., prob. f. 
native S.-Amer. lang. ] 

gaud,n. Something gaudy, showy oma- 

gauntlet 

ment, gewgaw; (pi.) showy ceremonies, 
gaieties. [ME, f. OF gaudir make merry 
f. L gaudere rejoice] 

II gaud'y1, n. Grand entertainment, esp. 
annual college dinner to old members 
etc.; ~-riaj/, day of rejoicing, day on 
which college ~ is held. [f. L gaudium, 
partly f. OF gaudie joy, wantonness] 

gaud'| y2, a . Tastelessly or inappropriately 
fine, showy, or brilliant (of dress, deco¬ 
ration, literary style, etc.). Hence ~Ily2 
adv.,~iNESS n. [most prob. f. gaud + -y2] 

gauffer. See goffer. 

♦gaufre. See gofer. 

gauge1 (gaj), gage2 (in naut. sense), n. 
1. Standard measure to which things 
must conform, esp. measure of capacity 
or contents of barrel, diameter of bullet, or 
thickness of sheet iron; capacity, extent, 
scope, (take the ~ of. estimate); distance 
between pair of rails (broad, narrow, ~, of 
more, less, than 4 ft. 8£ in., standard ~). 
2. (naut.; gage). Relative position in 
respect to wind (have the weather ~ of, be 
to windward of, fig. have advantage of; 
also rarely lee, southerly, etc., ~). 3. 
Graduated instrument measuring force or 
quantity of rainfall, stream, tide, wind, 
etc.; contrivance attached to vessel to 
show height of its contents; instrument 
for testing and verifying dimensions of 
tools, wire, etc.; adjustable carpenter’s 
tool for marking parallel lines; (Print.) 
strip regulating depth of margin etc.; 
means of estimating, criterion, test, 
[f. ONF gauge (OF jauge) of unkn. orig. ] 

gauge2 (gaj), v.t. Measure exactly (esp. 
objects of standard size, as wire, bolts; 
fluctuating quantities or forces, as rain¬ 
fall, wind; depth of liquid content); find 
capacity or content of (cask etc.) by 
measurement & calculation (gauging-rod, 
exciseman’s instrument for this); esti¬ 
mate, take measure of, (person, charac¬ 
ter); make uniform, bring to standard 
size or shape. Hence able a., gau'gF.R1 
(1,2) n., (gaj-). [f. ONF gauger (prec.)] 

Gaul, n. Inhabitant of ancient Gaul; 
(joc.) Frenchman, [f. Gaul the country 
f. F Gaule f. Frank. *walha foreigners; cf. 
WELSH] 

Gaul'ish, a. & n. (Language) of ancient 
Gauls; (joc.) French (adj.). [prec. +-ISH1] 

Gauleiter (gow'litcr), n. Nazi district 
political leader. [G] 

gault, n. (geol.). Series of clay and marl 
beds between upper & lower greensand, 
[orig. unkn. ] 

gaunt, a. Lean, haggard; grim or desolate 
looking. Hence ~'NESS n. [15th c., of 
unkn. orig.] 

gaunt'let1, n. (Hist.) armoured glove 
(fling, throxv, down the ~, issue challenge; 
pick, lake, up the ~, accept challenge); 
stont glove with long wrist for driving, 
fencing, wicket-keeping, etc. Hence 
~ed2 a. [late ME, f. OF gantelet (gant 
glove f. WG *want-, med. L wantus). 
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gaunt'let,2 *gant-, n. Run the ~, pass 
between rows of men who strike one with 
sticks, cords, etc., as military, naval, or 
school punishment (also fig. of being sub¬ 
jected to criticism), [earlier gantlope f. 
Sw. gatlopp (sate2, lopp course, cf. G 
gassenlaufen) w. assim. to prec.] 

gauntry, -tree, See gantry. 

gaur (gowr), n. The Indian wild ox. 
[Hind.] 

gauss (gows), n. Unit of magnetic induc¬ 
tion. Hence ~'age n. [after Karl G~, 
German mathematician (d. 1855)] 

gauz|c, n. Thin transparent fabric of silk, 
cotton, wire, etc.; slight haze. Hence 
~'y2 a.,~'iNESS n. [f, F gaze f. Oaza in 
Palestine] 

gave. See give l. 

•gav'el, n. Auctioneer’s or chairman’s 
or judge’s hammer, [orig. unkn. ] 

II gav'elkind, n. (legal). Land-tenure, es¬ 
pecially in Kent, involving equal division 
of intestate’s property among all his sons. 
[f. obs. gavel, OE gafol, tribute, cogn. w. 
GIVE1, +KIND1] 

gavotte', n. Slow dance of 18th c.; music 
for it; piece of music in common time, 
each phrase beginning on third beat of 
bar. [F, f. Pr. gavoto (Gavot native of 
Alps)] 

gawk, n. Awkward or bashful person, 
[rel. to obs. (12th c.) gaw gaze (f. ON gi 
heed), & 18th c. gawk vb stare] 

gawk'ly, a. & n. Awkward, ungainly, 
bashful, (person). Hence ~Iness n. [f. 
prec., or gawk vb ] 

gay, a. (~er, ). Full of or disposed to or 
indicating mirth, light-hearted, sportive; 
airy, offhand; *(sl.) cheeky, imperti¬ 
nent; (euphem.) dissolute, immoral, liv¬ 
ing by prostitution; showy, brilliant, 
bright-coloured, finely dressed, (with). 
Hence gai'LY2 adv. [ME, f. OF gai, of 
unkn. orig.] 

gaze, v.i., & n. 1. Look fixedly (at, on, 
upon)', hence gaz'ER1 n. 2. n. Intent 
look (stand at ~, looking thus). [ME, orig. 
unkn., but cf. obs gaw (gawk)] 

gaze'bd, n. (pi. ~s, ~es, pr. -oz). Structure 
whence a view may be had, belvedere, 
lantern, turret, balcony, etc. [perh. joc. 
formation f. prec. on L future (cf. lavabo) 

or f. some Oriental word] 
gazelle', n. Small graceful soft-eyed kinds 
of antelope. [F, f. Arab, ghazal] 

gazette', n., & v.t. 1. (Hist.) news-sheet, 
periodical publication giving current 
events; || one of three official journals 
(London,, Edinburgh, Belfast, G—) issued 
by authority twice a week with lists of 
government appointments & bankrupts 
& other public notices; (in newspaper 
titles as Birmingham, Shields, G~) news¬ 
paper. 2. v.t. II Publish in official ~ 
(esp. in pass, of officials so announced). 
[F, f. It. gazzetla f. gazeta, a Venetian 
small coin] 

gazetteer', n. Geographical dictionary. 

gel 

[so called as first provided for gazette- 
-writers, earlier sense of ~] 

gaz'ogene, gas-,n. Apparatus for making 
aerated waters. [f. F gazogene (gas 
-gen)] 

gean (gen), n. (Fruit of) wild cherry, [f. 
F guigne, of unkn. orig.] 

gear (ger), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Equipment, 
apparel, etc. (arch.); harness of draught 
animals; apparatus, appliances, tackle, 
tools; combination of wheels, levers, etc.; 
wheels working on one another by teeth 
etc.; arrangements connecting motor 
with its work (in, out of, ~, connected 
or working, with connexion interrupted 
or not working; high, low, ~, by which 
driven part of bicycle, motor-car, etc., 
revolves faster, slower, relatively to 
driving part; similarly top, bottom, ~ 
of the available extremes), whence 
~'ing1(6) (ger-) n.; rigging; goods, house¬ 
hold utensils; ~-box, -case, enclosing 
~ing of bicycle etc.; ~-wheel, cog-wheel, 
esp. that in bicycle which transmits 
motion of pedals to axle; hence ~'less 
(ger-) a. 2. vb. Harness (draught animal; 
often up); put (machinery) in provide 
with ~ (~ up, down, provide with high, 
low, ~); make (an industry or factory) 
subservient or ancillary to another, or to 
a programme; (of cog-wheel) fit exactly 
into, be in ~ with. [ME, f. ON gcrvi, OS 
gcrwi, OHG garawi f. Gmc *garwjan 
prepare ] 

geck'd (g-), n. (pi. ~s, ~es). House lizard 
found in warm climates, [f. Malay gekoq, 
imit. of its cry] 

II gee1, gee-gee, n. (colloq.). Horse, [orig. 
child’s wd, f. foil.] 

gee2, gee-ho', gee-(h)up', gee-wo', intt. 
(Words of command to horse etc.) go on, 
go faster, (occas.) turn to right. 

•gee3, int. of asseveration, discovery, etc. 
[abbr. of Jesus] 

geese. See goose. 
geez'er (g-), n. (si.). Old person, old 
creature, [dial, pronunc. of guiser mum¬ 
mer (as GUISE -f-ER1)] 

Gehenn'a (g-), n. Hell; place of burning, 
torment, or misery, [eccl. L, f. Hellen¬ 
istic Gk geenna■ f. Heb. gehinnom hell, orig. 
valley of Hinnom where children were 
sacrificed] 

Geig'er coun'ter (gig-), n. Cylindrical 
device for detecting and recording radio- 
-activity. [f. Geiger, German physicist 
(1882-)] 

gei'sha (ga-), n. Japanese dancing-girl. 
[Jap. ] 

Geiss'ler (gi-) tube, n. Sealed tube filled 
with rarefied gas that becomes incan¬ 
descent when an electric current is passed 
through it. [H. Geissler, German physicist 
(d. 1879)] 

geist (gi-), d. Intellectuality & sensibility, 
capacity for or tendency to mental fer¬ 
vour. [G, as GHOST] 

gel, n., & v.i. (-11-). (Form) a semi-solid 
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colloidal -solution. [first syllable of 
gelatin] 

gel'atin(e) (also -en), n. Amorphous 
brittle transparent tasteless slightly 
yellow substance, basis of the jellies 
resulting from stewing skin, tendons, 
ligaments, bone-matrix, etc. (vegetable ~, 
constituent of gluten identical with 
animal ~; blasting ~, an explosive nitro- 
-glycerine compound; ~ paper, coated 
with sensitized ~ for photography). 
Hence gelatin'iFORM a., gelat'ino- 

comb. form. [f. F gelatine f. It. gelatina 
(gelata jelly, -in)] 

gelat'in|ous, a. Jelly-like in consistence 
etc.; of gelatin. So —ize(3) v.t. & i., —oid 

a. & n. [f. F gelatineux (prec., -ous)] 
gela'tion, n. Solidification by freezing. 

[f. L gelatio (gelare freeze, -ation)] 

geld (g-), v.t. Deprive (usu. male animal) 
of generative power, castrate, excise tes¬ 
ticles or ovaries of. Hence (-)-'er1 n. 
[ME, f. ON gelda] 

gel'ding (g-), n. Gelded horse or other 
animal. [ME, f. ON geldingr (prec., 
-ING3)] 

gel'id, a. Icy, ice-cold; chilly, cool. [f. L 
gelidus (gelu frost) cogn. w. cold] 

gel'ignite, n. A nitro-glycerine explosive. 
[f. gelatine, L ignis fire, -ite'(2)] 

gem, n., & v.t. (-mm-). 1. Precious stone, 
esp. when cut and polished; object of great 
beauty or worth, choicest part of, prized 
thing; precious or semi-precious stone 
with engraved design; hence —m'Y2 a. 
2. v.t. Adorn (as) with —s. [ME, f. L 
gemma bud, jewel] 

Gemar'a (g-), n. Later part of Talmud, 
commentary on mishna. [Aram., = com¬ 
pletion] 

gem'Inate1, a. (nat. hist.). Combined in 
pairs, [f. L geminare (geminus twin), 
-ATE2] 

gem'in|ate2, v.t. Double, repeat, arrange 
in pairs. So —a'tion n. [as prec.,-ate 3] 

Gem'ini, n. & (-1) int. Constellation 
Castor and Pollux or the Twins, third 
sign of Zodiac, (also as arch, or vulg. int. 
of surprise, pr. jiminl). [L, = twins] 

gemm'a, n. (bot., zool.; pi. -ae). Leaf- 
-bud ; (in mosses etc.) small cellular body 
that separates from mother-plant & starts 
fresh one; (Zool.) bud-like growth on 
animal of low organization becoming 
detached & developing into individual. 
[L, see gem] 

gemm'ate *, a. Having buds, reproducing 
by gemmation, [f. L gemmatus (prec., 
-ate2)] 

gemmate'2, v.i. Put forth buds, propa¬ 
gate by gemmation, [f. L gemmare 
(gemma), -ate3] 

gemma'tion, n. Act, manner, of budding, 
arrangement of buds, reproduction by 
gemmae, formation of new individual 
by protrusion & separation of part of the 
parent. So gemm'ATivE a. [F, f. L 
gemmare (as prec., -ation)] 

gemmlf erous, a. Producing precious 
stones; bearing buds = foil. [f. L 
gemmifer (gemma, -I-, -ferous)] 

gemmip'arous, a. Of, propagating by, 
gemmation. Hence ~ly2 adv. [gemma, 

L -parus (parere bring forth)] 
gemmoll'ogy, n. Science of gems. Hence 
—l'ogist n. [f. L gemma gem, -0-, -logy] 

gemm'ule, n. (biol.). Small gemma; one 
of the hypothetical units in Darwin’s 
theory of pangenesis. [F, f. L gemmula 
(GEMMA, -ULE)] 

gems'bSk (gdmz-), n. Large S.-African 
antelope with long slender straight horns. 
[Du.] 

II gen, n. (si.). Information etc. published 
for all ranks, [first syllable of general 
information ] 

-gen, suf. forming nn. in scientific use 
f. F -gine f. Gk -genes -born, of such a 
kind, (gen-, gn-, seen in gi-gn-omai be born, 
become). (1) in oxygen & later chem. 
formations -gen has the sense that which 
produces (hydrogen, nitrogen, cyanogen)', 
(2) in endogen, exogen, etc. (bot.) -gen= 
growth (acrogen, thallogen). 

genappe', n. Smooth kind of worsted. 
[f. Genappe in Belgium] 

gendarme (see Ap.), n. (pi. ~s). 1. Sol¬ 
dier, mounted or on foot, employed in 
police duties esp. in France. 2. (On a 
mountain) rock-tower occupying & block¬ 
ing arete. [F] 

gendarmerie (see Ap.), n. Force of gen¬ 
darmes. [F] 

gen'der1, n. Grammatical classification 
(or one of the two, or three, classes) of 
objects roughly corresponding to the two 
sexes & sexlessness (masculine, feminine, 

& neuter; see also common1, epicene), 

(of nouns & pronouns) property of belong¬ 
ing to such class, (of adjj.) appropriate 
form for accompanying a noun of any 
such class; (joc.) sex. Hence —less a. 
[ME, f. OF gen(d)re f. L genus] 

gen'der2, v.t. (poet.). = engender. [ME, 
f. OF gen(d)rer f. L generare (prec.)] 

gene, n. (biol.). One of the factors or 
elements of which a germ-cell contains a 
pair transmitted each from one parent, 
[mod. formation, cf. -gen] 

genealo'gical, a. Of genealogy; tracing 
family descent; — tree, table showing 
descent of family or of animal species in 
shape of tree with branches. Hence ~ly2 

adv. [f. F ginialogique f. med. L f. Gk 
genealogihos (genealogy, -ic) + -al] 

geneal'oglize, -ise (-iz), v.t. & i. Trace 
genealogy of; draw up genealogies. 
Hence~ist(1) n. [foll.,-lZE] 

geneal'ogy, n. Account of descent from 
ancestor by enumeration of intermediate 
persons, pedigree; investigation of pedi¬ 
grees ; plant’s or animal’s line of develop¬ 
ment from earlier forms. [ME, f. OF 
(-gie) f. LL f. Gk genealogia (genea race, 
-LOGY)] 

genera. See genus. 
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gen'eral, a. & n. 1. Completely or 
approximately universal, including or 
affecting all or nearly all parts, not 
partial, particular, local, or sectional, 
(~ confession, to be made by -whole con¬ 

gregation; ~ election; Post Office, 
II head office in London; ~ post, first 
morning delivery, also name of indoor 
game); prevalent, widespread, usual, {in 
a ~ way, ordinarily); not limited in 
application, relating to whole class of 
objects, occasions, etc., true of all or (opp. 
universal) nearly all cases {as a ~ rule, in 
most cases), including points common 
to individuals of a class & neglecting 
differences (~ word, term, notion); not 
restricted to one department, not special¬ 
ized, (|| ~ dealer, trader in many articles; 
~ hospital, large military hospital receiv¬ 
ing sick and wounded from the field 
hospitals, one not specializing in any 
particular disease; ~ practitioner, doctor 
treating cases of all kinds; || ~ servant, 
maid-of-all-work; ~ reader, of miscel¬ 
laneous literature); roughly correspond¬ 
ing or adequate, sufficient for practical 
purposes, (~ resemblance, idea); vague, 
indefinite, {spoke only in ~ terms): (Mil., 
of officer) above rank of colonel; (ap¬ 
pended to titles, as adjutant ~, attorney 
~, post2-master ~) chief, head, with 
unrestricted authority or sphere, (also 
joc. with other nn., as lover <->, one who 
makes love to all women); in~, generally, 
in all ordinary cases, barring special 
exceptions, for the most part. 2. n. The 
~ (arch.), the public; (pi.; now rare) ~ 
principles, notions, or rules; chief of 
religious order, e.g. of Jesuits, Domini¬ 
cans; (Mil.) officer next below Field 
Marshal (also by courtesy of lieutenant 
& major-~); commander of army; tacti¬ 
cian, strategist, of specified merit {a good, 
bad, great, ~; no ~); II *= ~ servant above 
(colloq.). [ME, f. OF, f. L generalis 
(GENUS, -AL)] 

generaliss'imo, n. (pi. ~s). Commander 
of combined military & naval & air force, 
or of several armies. [It., superl. of 
generate, general] 

generality, n. Being general, applica¬ 
bility to whole class of instances; vague¬ 
ness; general point, principle, law, or 
statement; main body, bulk, majority, 
of. [f. F g&nAraliti f. LL generalilatem 
(GENERAL, -TY)] 

generalization, n. (Forming of) general 
notion or proposition obtained by in¬ 
duction (often used disparagingly, esp. 
hasty ~, one based on too few instances), 
[foil., -ATION] 

gen'eralizle, -is|e (-iz), v.t. & i. Reduce 
to general laws, form into a general 
notion, give a general character to, call 
by a general name; infer (law, conclusion) 
by induction; base general statement 
upon (facts etc.); (Math., Philos.) throw 
into general form, extend application of; 

geneva 

form general notions by abstraction; 
(Paint.) render only the typical character¬ 
istics of; make vague, use generalities, 
speak vaguely; bring into general use. 
Hence ~er1 n. [-ize] 

gen'erally, adv. For the most part, 
extensively; in a general sense, without 
regard to particulars, not specially, (~ 
speaking, in general); as a general rule, 
commonly. [-LY2] 

gen'eralship, n. Office of a general; 
strategy, military skill; skilful manage¬ 
ment, tact, diplomacy, [-ship] 

gen'erate, v.t. Bring into existence, pro¬ 
duce, evolve, (plants, animals, etc., usu. 
in pass.; heat, force, light, friction, 
electricity, etc.; result, state of things^ 
state of mind, etc.); (Math.; of point, 
line, surface, conceived as moving) make 
(line, surface, solid), [f. L generare beget 
(GENUS), -ATE3] 

generation, n. Procreation, propagation 
of species, begetting or being begotten, 
(equivocal or spontaneous ~); production 
by natural or artificial process; single 
step in descent or pedigree (have known 
them for three ~s; his descendant in the 
tenth ~); whole body of persons bom 
about same time (my, the rising, ~), 
average time in which children are ready 
to replace parents (reckoned at 1 of a 
century or at 30 years as a time-measure). 
[ME,f. OF, or L generatio (prec., -ation)] 

generative (-at-, -at-), a. Of procreation; 
able to produce, productive. [ME, f. LL 
generativus (prec., -ative)] 

gen'erator, n. Begetter; apparatus for 
producing gases, steam, electricity, etc. 
[L (GENERATE, -OR)] 

gene'r|ic, a. Characteristic of a genus or 
class; applied to (any individual of) a 
large group or class; general, not specific 
or special. Hence ~icai.ly adv. [f. F 
girUrique or med. L genericus (genus, -ic)] 

gen'erous, a. Magnanimous, noble- 
-minded, not mean or prejudiced, free in 
giving, munificent, so generos'iTY n.; 
(of soil) fertile; ample, abundant, copious; 
(of diet, colour, vine) rich & full. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. F ginireux or L generosus 
(genus, -ous) well-born, generous] 

genesis, n. First book of O.T., with 
account of the Creation (G~); origin, 
mode of formation or generation, (also 
in comb, as abio~. partheno~). [L f. Gk 
gen- become] 

gen'et, n. (Fur of) kind of civet-cat. [ME, 
f. OF genete f. Arab, jarnait] 

genet'lic, a. Of, in, concerning, origin; 
of ~ics. Hence ~ically adv., ~ics n. pi., 
the study of heredity & variation, includ¬ 
ing loosely the physiology of reproduction 
& the art of breeding, [f. genesis on anal, 
of antithesis -etic] 

genev'a1, n. Spirit distilled from grain & 
flavoured with juniper berries, Hollands, 
[f. Du. genever f. OF genevre f. L juniperus 
juniper w. assim. to foil.] 
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Genev'a2, a. (attrib.), & n. Of, from, 
Geneva (~ bands, clerical band’s like 
those of Swiss Calvinists; ~ Conventions, 
of 1864-5 neutralizing ambulances etc. 
in war; ~ cross, red Greek cross on white 
ground distinguishing ambulances etc. in 
war; ~ gown, black, worn by Calvinists 
& low-churchmen in pulpit); (as n., used 
for) the ~ Conventions, the League of 
Nations or its proceedings. Hence 
Genev'AN, GenevESE', aa. & nn. 

gen'lal1, a. Nuptial, generative, (~ bed, 
instinct', rare); conducive to growth, 
mild, warm, (of air, climate, etc.); cheer¬ 
ing, enlivening; jovial, kindly, sociable, 
whence genial'mr n., ~ize(3) v.t.; of 
genius (rare). Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L 
genialis (genius, -al)] 

geni'al2, a. (anat.). Of the chin. [f. Gk 
geneion chin (genus jaw cf. L gena) + 
-AL] 

genic'ulate, -ated, aa. (nat. hist.). Hav¬ 
ing knee-like joints, [f. L geniculatus 
(geniculum f. genu knee, -cule, -ate2)] 

gen'ie, n. (pi. usu. genii, see genius). 

J innee, sprite or goblin of Arabian tales, 
[f. F ginie f. L genius ] 

geni'o-, comb, form of Gk geneion chin, 
as ~hy'oid of chin & hyoid bone, 

genis'ta, n. Kinds of yellow-flowered 
shrubs (including in some classifications 
the common broom). [L ] 

gfin'ital, a., & n. (pi.). 1. Of animal 
generation. 2. n. pi. External organs of 
generation, [f. OF genital, -ailles, or L 
genitalis, -alia (gignere, genit- beget, 
-AL)] _ 

gen'itive, a. & n. ~ case or ~, grammati¬ 
cal form of nouns, pronouns, adjectives, 
& participles, corresponding in inflected 
languages to of, from, & other prepositions 
with the noun representing the source, 
possessor, etc. (~ absolute, Gk construc¬ 
tion corresponding to Latin ablative 
absolute). Hence genitiv'AL a. [ME, f. 
O F -if or L genitivus (casus case) rendering 
Gk genike (ptosis case); as prec. + -ive ] 

gen'ito-, comb, form of genital, as ~- 
-urinary of the genital & urinary organs, 

gen'ius, n. (pi. -i-uses, -ii). Tutelary spirit 
of person, place, or institution (good, evil, 
~, two opposed spirits or angels work¬ 
ing for person’s salvation or damnation, 
also person who powerfully influences 
one for good or ill); (usu. pi., genii, 
w. sing, genie) demon(s), supernatural 
being(s); nation’s, age’s, etc., prevalent 
feeling, opinions, or taste; character, 
spirit, drift, method, of a language, law, 
etc.; associations or inspirations of a 
place; natural ability, special mental 
endowments; (no pi.) exalted intellectual 
power, instinctive & extraordinary 
imaginative, creative, or inventive capa¬ 
city, (pi. -iuses) person having this; ~ 
loci (L; los'i). presiding deity, associa¬ 
tions, etc., of the place. [L, in first sense, 
f. root of gignere beget] 

Gen'oa, n. Italian city (~ cake,_rich with 
almonds on top). Hence GenoESE' (-ez) 
a. & n. 

gen'oeide, n. Extermination of a race. 
[f. Gk genos race, -cide(2)] 

genre (see Ap.), n. Kind, style; (also 
~--painting) portrayal of scenes etc. from 
ordinary life. [F] 

Gen'ro, g-, n. pi. = Elder Statesmen (see 
statesman). [Jap., = old men] 

ggtis (-z), n. (Rom. Ant.; pi. gentes). Clan, 
sept, among Greeks or Romans. [L, 
genit. gentis (gignere beget)] 

gent, n. Gentleman (vulg.); person pre¬ 
tending to status of gentleman (joc.). 
[short for gentleman] 

genteel', a. (usu. iron.; vulg. in serious 
use). Appropriate to, characteristic of, 
belonging to, the upper classes, stylish, 
fashionable, well-dressed, elegant. Hence 
~ism(4) n., word used instead of the 
ordinary natural word because it is 
thought to be more ~ (e.g. lady-dog fer 
bitch, perspire for sweat), ~ly2 (-1-11) 
adv. [16th c. -ile, re-adoption of F gentil 
gentle] 

gen'tian (-shn, -tion), n. Kinds of usu. 
blue-flowered plant found esp. in moun¬ 
tain regions; ~-bitter, tonic extracted 
from its root; ~-violet, dye, used as anti¬ 
septic, esp. in treatment of burns. [ME, 
f. L gentiana (Gentins king of Illyria, -an) ] 

gen'tile, a. & n. (Person) not of Jewish 
race, (in Mormon use) non-Mormon, 
whence ~dom (-Id-) n.; of a nation or 
tribe, (a. & n. in Gram.) (word) indicating 
nationality; heathen, pagan. [ME, f. L 
gentilis (gens, -il)] 

gentili'tial (-shl), a. Of a nation, gens, or 
family (~ noun, name, insignia), [f. L 
gentilitius (gentilis GENTILE) + -AL] 

gentil'ity, n. Gentle birth, status of 
gentleman or lady, (now rare); (usu. 
iron.) being genteel, social superiority, 
good manners, upper-class habits, (shabby 
~, endeavour to keep up genteel appear¬ 
ances). [ME, f. OF gentilite (foil., -ity)] 

gen'tle, a. (-er, -est), n., & v.t. 1. Well¬ 
born, (Her.) having right to bear arms, 
(now only in ~ & simple, & in comb, as 
~folks, gentleman); (of birth, blood, 
family, pursuits, etc.) honourable, belong¬ 
ing to or fit for the class of gentlemen; 
II (arch.) generous, noble, courteous (still 
playfully in ~ reader, author’s apos¬ 
trophe) ; tame, quiet, (the ~ craft, 
angling), easily managed; not stormy, 
rough, or violent; (of medicine) mild, not 
drastic; (of rule etc.) not severe; moder¬ 
ate (a ~ heat), gradual (a ~ slope); kind, 
mild, tender, (the ~ sex, women); ~- 
folk(s), people of good position & family. 
2. n. Maggot, larva of flesh-fly or blue¬ 
bottle, used as fishing-bait (f. obs. sense 
soft of adj.); (pi., vulg.) ~folk. 3. v.t. 
Break in (horse), handle (horse) firmly 
but gently. [ME, f. OF genlil f. L gentilis 
gentile; cf. jaunty] 
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gen'tlehood (-telh-), n. Position or cha¬ 
racter attaching to gentle birth, [from 
1860; -hood] 

gen'tleman (-telm-), n. Man entitled to 
bear arms but not included in the nobility 
(chiefly hist.); member of certain pro¬ 
fessions etc. (arch.); liman of gentle 
birth attached to household of sovereign 
or great person (~ in waiting etc.; ~-a(- 
-arms, one of sovereign’s bodyguard); 
man of chivalrous instincts, fine feelings, 
& good breeding (the ~’s -psalm,, Ps. xv); 
man of good social position, man of 
wealth & leisure (~ at i,arge) ; (courteous 
synonym for) man, (pi., in voc.) male 
members of audience, also in letters = 
Sirs; II (pi. as sing. n.) men’s public lavatory; 
(Law) man who has no occupation; 
(joc.) old ~, the devil, my ~, the fellow 
I was speaking of, ~’s~, valet; || ~ com¬ 
moner (hist.), privileged undergraduate 
at Oxf. & Camb.; ~ farmer, country 
~ who farms; || ~ ranker ; ~ usher, ~ 
acting as usher to great person; ~’s 
agreement (binding in honour, but not 
enforceable at law). Hence ~hood, 

~ship(1), nn. [gentle + MAN after OF 
gentilz horn] 

gen'tlemanllke (-telm-), a. Appropriate 
to, resembling, a gentleman, [-like] 

gen'tlemanl|y (-telm-), a. Feeling, behav¬ 
ing, or looking, like a gentleman; befitting 
a gentleman. Hence ~iNESS n. [-LY1] 

gen'tleness (-tel-), n. Kindliness, mild¬ 
ness ; freedom from severity, suddenness, 
violence, steepness, etc. [-ness] 

gen'tlewoman (-telwdbman), n. (pi. -en). 
Woman of good birth or breeding, lady. 
Hence ~hood n., ~like, ~ly1, aa., ~li- 
ness n. [gentle + woman after OF gentil- 
femme] 

gen'tly, adv. As gentleman or gentle¬ 
woman (only in ~ born, of gentle birth); 
quietly, moderately, softly, slowly, (as 
remonstrance) not so fast etc.; mildly, 
tenderly, kindly. [ -ly 2 ] 

gen'try, n. People next below the nobi¬ 
lity in position & birth; (derog., esp. 
these ~) people, [prob. f. obs. gentrice 
f. OF genterise var. of genlelise (gentil 
GENTLE) ] 

gen'ual, a. Of the knee. [L genu knee, 
-AL] 

gen'uflect, v.i. Bend the knee, esp. in 
worship. Hence or cogn. ~or, genu- 
fle'xiON, nn., ~ory a. [f. LL genuflectere 
-flex- (prec., flectere bend)] 

gen'uine, a. Of the original stock, pure- 
-bred; really proceeding from its reputed 
source or author; having the supposed 
character, not counterfeit, properly so 
called. Hence ~ly2 (-nl-) adv., ~ness 

(-n-n-) n. [f. L genuinus innate, post-cl. 
authentic] 

gen'us, n. (pi. gttn’cra). (Logic) kind of 
things including subordinate kinds or 
species (highest ~, not itself subordinated 
as species to higher subaltern 

geology 

so subordinated); (Zool., Bot.) group of 
animals or plants having common struc¬ 
tural characteristics distinct from those 
of all other groups, & usu. containing 
several species (see class; the generic 
& specific names, the former with capital 
initial, form the proper name; the ~ 
Homo, mankind); (loosely) kind, class, 
order, tribe, [f. L genus -eris cogn. w. 
KIN] 

-geny, suf. forming nn. indicating mode 

of production f. F -g&nie (-gen), as 

anthropo'geny history of human evolution, 

often with corresp. nn. in -genesis & adjj. 

in -genetic. 
geo-, comb, form of Gk fire earth (Gk geo-), 
as ~dy-nam'ic of the latent forces of the 
earth, ~selen'ic of earth & moon, 

geocen'tric, a. Considered as viewed 
from the earth’s centre (~ latitude of 
planet, in which it would appear to 
observer at earth’s centre); having or 
representing the earth as centre, not 
HELlocenfric. [prec., centric (centre1, -ic)] 

ge'ode, n. (Concretionary stone con¬ 
taining) cavity lined with crystals or 
other mineral matter. Hence geod'ie a. 
[f. F g&ode or L f. Gk geodes earthy (ge 
earth, -ode)] 

geod'lesy, n. Branch of mathematics 
dealing with figure & area of the earth 
or large portions of it. So geodes'ic, 
geodet'ic, aa. (~esic, -—etic, line, shortest 
possible on surface between two points), 
geodet'iCAL a., geodet'icalLY2 adv., — 
esiST(3) n. [f. F gtodisie or mod. L f. Gk 
geo(daisia f. da-id divide)] 

geog'nosy, n. = geology'; geology of a 
district; knowledge of the mineral cha¬ 
racter, grouping, & distribution, of par¬ 
ticular rocks. So geognos'tic(AL) aa. [f. 
F g&ognosie (geo-, Gk gnosis knowledge, 
gnostos known ] 

geographic, -ic[al, aa. Of geography (~ 
latitude, angle made with plane of equa¬ 
tor by perpendicular to earth’s surface 
at any point; ~al mile, = 1' of longitude 
on equator or about 2,000 yds). Hence 
~alLY2 adv. [f. F (--ique) or LL f. Gk 
Q-Eotgraphikos graphic) + -al] 

geog'raphy, n. Science of the earth’s sur¬ 
face, form, physical features, natural & 
political divisions, climate, productions, 
population, etc. (mathematical, physical, 
& political, ~, the science in these 
aspects); subject-matter of ~; features, 
arrangement, of place; treatise or manual 
of ~. So geoa'RAPHER n. [f. F gdographie 
or L f. Gk GEO(graphia -graphy)] 

geol'ogize, -ise (-iz), v.i. & t. Devote time 
to examining places geologically, collect¬ 
ing specimens, etc.; examine (place) thus, 
[foil. +-IZE] 

geol'ogy, n. Science of the earth’s crust, 
its strata, & their relations & changes; 
geological features of district. Hence 
geolo'glc(AL) aa. (-ic now only of things 
forming part of subject-matter of ~), 
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geolo'gicalLY2 adv., geoL'OGiST n. [f. 
mod. L f. GEO- -f-LOGY] 

ge'omancly, n. Divination from figure 
given by handful of earth thrown down, 
& hence from figures given by dots made 
at random. Hence or cogn. ~er1 n., 
geoman'tio a. [ME, f. OF geomancie f. 
med. L f. Gk OF.oirnanteia -mancy)] 

geom'eter, n. Person skilled in geo¬ 
metry; kinds of caterpillar & corresp. 
moth (from caterpillar’s seeming to 
measure ground by its mode of walking), 
[f. L f. Gk geo {metres measurer)] 

geomet'ric, -ic|al, aa. Of, according to, 
geometry (~al tracery, with openings of ~ 
form, as circles, trefoils, etc.; irropor- 
Hon, involving equal ratios in its two 
parts, as 1 : 3 :: 4 : 12; ~al progression, 
■with constant ratio between successive 
quantities, as 1 : 3 : 9 : 27 : 81; ~ spider, 
constructing web of ~ pattern). Hence 
<~alLY2 adv. [f. L f. Gk geometrikos (prec. 
-IC) +-AL] 

geom'etrize, -ise (-Iz), v.i. & t. Work, 
form, by geometrical methods', [f. LL 
geometrizare (as foil., -ize)] 

geom'etry, n. Science of properties & 
relations of magnitudes (as lines, sur¬ 
faces, solids) in space. So geometri'ciAN 
(-Ishn) n. [ME, f. OF geometric f. L f. Gk 
geo(metria measuring)] 

geomdrphol'ogy, n. Study of the physi¬ 
cal features of the (crust of the) earth & 
its geological structures, [geo-, morpho¬ 

logy] 

geoph'agly, n. = mni-eating. So ~ist(1) 
n. [geo-, Gk -phagia -eating] 

geophys'icls (-z-), n. The physics of the 
earth. Hence ~al a., ~ist n. [geo-] 

geopol'itics, n. The politics of a country 
as determined by its geographical fea¬ 
tures. [GEO-] 

geopon'Ic, a. (pedantic or joe.). Agricul¬ 
tural. [f. Gk geo(ponikos f. ponos toil 4- 
-ic)] 

|| Geor'die(jdr-), n. (Sc. & north.). = col¬ 

lier (all senses); native of Tyneside. 
[George, -Y3] 

George (j<5rj), n. 1. St ~, patron saint of 
England from time of Edw. Ill who 
chose him as patron of Order of the 
Garter (St ~’s day, 23rd April; St ~’s 
cross, vertical & horizontal red bars 
crossing in centre). 2. Jewel forming part 
of Garter insignia. 3. II Automatic pilot 
of aircraft (si.). 4. Brown ~, vessel of 
brown earthenware: by ~, oath or 
exclamation; || ~ Cross, Medal, (abbr. 
G.C., G.M.), decorations for gallantry in¬ 
stituted 1940. [f. L f. Gk Georgias sup¬ 
posed prince of Cappadocia martyred 
under Diocletian] 

georgette' (j<5t-), n. A thin silk dress- 
-material. [f. dressmaker’s name] 

Geor'gian1 (jdr ), a. Of the time of the 
first four Kings George of England; of 
the time of George V and VI. [-ian] 

Geor'gian8 (jdt-), a. & n. (Inhabitant, 

language) of Georgia in the Caucasus; 
(inhabitant) of Georgia in U.S. [-an ] 

Geor'gic (jdr-), n. One book (first, fourth, 
~) of the'—s, Virgil’s poem on husbandry, 
[f. L f. Gk georgika pi. neut. adj. (gcorgos 
husbandman f. geo-, erg- work, -10)] 

geostroph'ic, a. (meteorol.). Depending 
on the rotation of the earth, [geo- + Gk 
strophikos f. strepho turn] 

geot'ropism, n. Plant-growth in relation 
to gravity (positive ~, tendenoy of roots 
to grow towards, negative ~, of stems to 
grow away from, centre of earth). So 
geotrop'ica..,geotrop'iCALLYadv. [geo-, 

Gk tropikos (trope a turning f. trepo tur n + 
-IC, -ISM)] 

geran'ium, n. Kinds of wild herbaceous 
plant bearing fruit like crane’s bill, 
crane’s-bill; kinds of cultivated pelar¬ 
gonium ; colour of the scarlet ~. [L, f. 
Gk geranion (geranos crane)] 

gdi'falcon (-awkn, -awl-), n. Any large 
northern falcon, esp. the Icelandic. [ME, 
f. OF gerfaucon f. WG *gerfalco (= G 
gerfalke) f. ON geirfalki (for geir- cf. 
garefowl), see falcon ] 

geriat'r|ic, a. Relating to ~ics n. pi., 
branch of medical science dealing with 
old age & its diseases. So geriatri'ciAN 

(-Ishn), ~ist<3), ~Y1, (jSri'a-), nn. [f. Gk 
geras old age, iatros physician, -ic] 

g€rm, n., & v.i. 1. Portion of organism 
capable of developing into a new one 
(~-, usu. of female reproductive element, 
opp. sperm-), rudiment of animal or plant; 
micro-organism or microbe, esp. one of 
those supposed to cause disease (~- 
-carrier); (fig.) that from which something 
may spring, elementary principle (in ~, 
not yet developed); ~-ce(Z, cell in body 
of an organism which is specialized for 
reproductive purposes, and which, when 
united to one of the opposite sex, forms 
a new individual, gamete; ~-plasm, 
nuclear part of —cell by which, accord¬ 
ing to Weismann’s theory, hereditary 
characteristics are transmitted. 2. v.i. 
Germinate, sprout, (fig. only), [f. F germe 
f. L germen] 

gftm'an1, a. (Now only as appended to 
brother, sister, cousiN) in the fullest 
sense of relationship; = germane. [ME, 
f. OF germain f. L germanus of same 
parents ] 

G€rm'an2, a. & n. 1. Of, characterizing, 
Germany or its inhabitants or language 
(~ measles, contagious disease like mild 
measles; ~ Ocean, North Sea; ~ sausage, 
large kind stuffed with spiced partly 
cooked meat; ~ text, black letter; ~ 
silver, white alloy of nickel, zinc, & 
copper). 2. n. Native, language, of Ger¬ 
many (High ~, form of ~ orig. spoken in 
South, but now in literary use through¬ 
out Germany; Low ~, dialects of Ger¬ 
many that are not High ~, also, all forms 
of WG, including English & Dutch, 
except High ~). Hence ~ish1 a., ~ism(2. 
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3, 4), ~IST(1, 3), nn„ ~ize(2, 3, 4) v.t. & i., 
~Iza'tion, --izER1, nn., Gfl’man'o-comb. 
form., G^irnanoMAN'lA n., G€Fman£ 
ophil, G^rman'oPHOBE, aa. & nn., 
~6ph,iliST, G€rmanoPHOB'iA, nn. [f. L 
Germanus a. & n. of related peoples of 
central & N. Europe, name perh. given 
by Celts to their neighbours (cf. Olr. gair 
neighbour)] 

ggirnan'der, n. Kinds of plant esp. the 
blue-flowered ~ speedwell, [f. med. L 
germnndra ult. f. late Glc khamaidruon f. 
khamai on the ground + drus oak] 

germane', a. Relevant, pertinent, to the 
matter or subject, [var. of german1] 

German'Ic, a. & n. Of the Germans 
(chiefly hist, in ~ Confederation, ~ 
Empire)-, of the Teutonic race or any 
Teutonic people (of language, = primitive 
Teutonic; also with limiting word: East 

Gothic & some almost lost languages 
as Burgundian & Vandal; North ~, 
Scandinavian; West ~, High & Bow 
German, English. Frisian, Dutch, etc.; 
see also indo-~). [f. L Germanicus (ger¬ 

man2, -ic) ] 

g€iman'ium, n. Brittle white metallic 
element, [mod. L, f. Germanus german2 
+ -IUM] 

gdrm'icide, n. & a. (Substance) having 
power to destroy (esp. disease-)germs. 
Hence gditmlcid'AL a. [-I-, -cide] 

ggbm'inal, a. Of germs, of the nature of a 
germ; in the earliest stage of develop¬ 
ment. Hence ~ly2 adv. [as germ, -al] 

germ'inlate, v.i. & t. Sprout, bud, put 
forth shoots, (lit. & fig.); cause to shoot, 
develop (trans.), produce. Hence or 
cogn. ~ant a. (intr. usu. fig.), ~a'tion, 

~atOR, nn., ~ative a. [f. L germinare 
(GERM), -ATE3] 

gdbm'on, n. Long-finned tunny. [F] 
gerontoc'racy (g-, j-), n. Government 
by, governing body of, old men. [f. Gk 
geron -ontos old man, -cracy] 

gerontol'ogy (g-, j-), n. Scientific study 
of old age & its diseases, [f. Gk geron 
(prec.), -logy] 

-gerous, suf. (in use -igerous, see -I-) f. L 
-ger bearing (gerere bear) + -ous; in some 
words taken f. L, & freely added to L 
stems, as in frondigerous leaf-bearing, 

gerryman'der (g-), (erron.) II jerry-, v.t. 
& n. 1. Manipulate (constituency etc.) 
unfairly so as to secure disproportionate 
influence at election for some party or 
class; hence~er‘ n. 2. n. Such manipu¬ 
lation. [vb f. n., orig. U.S.; anecdotic; 
substitution of name of governor Gerry 
of Massachusetts for sala- in salamander ] 

ge'rund, n. Forms of Latin verb (-ndum, 
-ndi, -ndo) serving as cases of the in¬ 
finitive in its noun use, constructed as 
nouns but able to govern like their verb ; 
English verbal noun in -ing1 when used 
distinctly as part of verb (his doing this 
is doubtful); —grinder, teacher of Latin. 
So gerun'diAL a. [f. LL gerundium i. 

get 

gerundum, var. of gerendum gerund of 
gerere do = thing to be done, doing] 

gerun'dive, a. & n. Of, like, the gerund; 
(n.; in L Gram.) verbal adjective from 
gerund stem having sense that should be 
done etc. Hence gerundiv'AL a., ~ly2 
adv. [f. LL gerundivus (prec., -ive)] 

gess'o, n. Plaster of Paris, gypsum, 
prepared for use in painting & in 
sculpture. [It., f. L GYrsuM] 

gestalt' (geshtahlt), n. (psych.). An 
organized whole in which each individual 
part affects every other, the whole being 
more than a sum of its parts; chiefly 
attrib., as ~ psychology, theory. [G, 
= form, shape] 

Gesta'po (gestah-), n. German secret 
state police of Nazi regime, [f. initial 
letters of Geheime Slants-Polizei] 

gesta'tion, n. Carrying or being carried 
in the womb between conception & 
birth, this period, [f. L gestatio (gesture 
frequent- of gerere carry, -ation)] 

gestator'ial, a. ~ chair, for carrying the 
Pope on certain occasions, [f. L gestator- 
ius (gestator carrier as prec. + -or, -ory) ] 

gestic'ullate, v.i. & t. Use expressive 
motion of limbs or body with or instead 
of speech; express thus. So ~a'tion, 

~at()R, nn., ~ative, ~atoRY, aa. [f. L 
gesticulari (gesticiUus dim. of gestus 
gesture), -ate3] 

ges'ture, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Significant 
movement of limb or body; use of such 
movements as expression of feeling or 
rhetorical device; (transf.) step or move 
calculated to evoke response from 
another or to convey (esp. friendly) in¬ 
tention. 2. vb. = GESTICULATE. [ME, f. 
med. L gestura (L gerere gest- wield, -ure)] 

get1 (g ), v.t. & i. (past gdt; p.p. gdt, & in 
comb. & arch. & U.S. gott’en). 1. trans. 
Obtain, procure, by effort or contrivance 
(~ coal, extract it from mine), earn (can¬ 
not ~ a living), gain (got little by it), win 
(~ the upper hand, start, advantage, sun, 
wind, better, of a person; ~ the best of it, 
be victorious; ~ fame, credit, glory, etc.; 
~ knowledge or wind of, learn, hear 
rumours of); learn by heart or rote; obtain 
as result of calculation (we ~ 9-5 as the 
average); receive as gift, wages, etc.; 
extract by prayer, demand, inquiry, etc. 
(from., out of; could not ~ leave, any 
supper); come to have (desired thing, as 
rest, one’s way, speech of someone, a sight 
of, possession of; ~ religion, be converted); 
contract (idea etc.; also ~ it into one’s 
head, be convinced that; ~ measles; ~ 
person or thing on the brain, think of him 
exclusively, on one’s nerves, be irritably 
affected by him); (of story etc.) ~ wind, 
become known; have inflicted on one, 
suffer, receive as one’s lot or penalty, 
(fall, blow, the worst of it, six months; 
~ it, be punished, scolded, etc.; ~ the 
boot1, sack1, mitten); (with for or ind. 
obj.) procure, provide, (got him a place; 



we can ~ it for you)-, catch (fish etc.); 
bring in, carry home, (crop); (colloq.) 
corner, puzzle, catch in argument, (esp. 
in perf. & past); (colloq.) understand 
(person or thing); (oolloq.) take, eat, 
(dinner etc.); (colloq., in perf.) have (have 
not got a penny; it has got to be done., must); 
(now usu. only of animals) beget; (with 
compl.) succeed in bringing, placing, etc. 
(got it over or across see below, through 
door, into room, etc.), bring into some state 
(~ with child, make pregnant; ~ them 
ready, ~ person upon a subject, make 
him talk of it; ~ ship under way, start 
her; esp. with p.p. as ~ it done, got the 
laws obeyed)-, suffer injury etc. to some 
part of one (got my wrist dislocated; shall 
~ my feet wet)-, induce, prevail upon, 
(person) to do. 2. intr. Succeed in coming 
or going to, from, into, out of, through, over, 
here, there, as far as, etc. (where has it got to ?, 
what has become of it?across or over (sc. 
the footlights), si., reach audience, be effec¬ 
tive; ~ there, si., succeed); (si.) be off, 
clear out; (with infin.) acquire habit (one 
soon —s to like it); come to be doing (they 
got talking); become (~ tired, hot, excited, 
drunk; ~ well, better, recover from illness; 
~ clear, rid, or quit, of-, wise to, become 
aware of; ~ under way, begin to sail; ~ 
done with, bring to an end; ~ married, 
used to it, shelved). 3. (With prepp.): 
~ at., reach (whence -—at-ABLE a.), ~ 
hold of, ascertain, (si.) tamper with, bribe, 
etc., (si.) attack, banter, (who are you 
~ling at ?, often = trying to impose upon— 
expressing incredulity); ~ into, (colloq.) 
put on (boots, clothes), (of liquor) affect, 
confuse, (one’s head)-, ~ off, dismount 
from, obtain release from (engagement 
etc.), not remain on (the grass etc.); ~ on., 
mount (horse etc.), rise on one’s feet or 
leys to speak in public; ~ over, surmount 
(difficulty), show (evidence, argument) 
to be unconvincing, recover from (illness) 
or from surprise at, accomplish (distance, 
task, etc.), (si.) circumvent; ~ round, 
cajole, evade; ~ through, bring to an 
end, (of Bill etc.) be passed by (Lords, 
Commons, etc.), while away (time etc.); 
~ to, begin (business etc.); ~ upon, — ~ 
on. 4. (With adw.); ~ about, go from 
place to place, begin walking after illness 
etc., (of rumours) be circulated; ~ abroad, 
(of rumours) = ~ about; ~ along, advance, 
meet with success, fare ill or well etc., 
manage without something, live har¬ 
moniously together or w-ith, (colloq.) ~ 
along with you!, be off!, nonsense: ~ 
away, escape, start, (imperat.) be off!; 
~ away with it, succeed in what one tries 
to do, escape retribution, act with im¬ 
punity; ~ back, come home etc., recover 
(lost thing; ~ back one’s or some of one’s 
own, si., have revenge); ~ down, dis¬ 
mount; ~ in, be elected as M.P., enter 
carriage, bring home (crop), collect (debts 
etc.), fit (work etc.) into given time, suc- 

geyser 

ceed in placing (blow), ~ one’s hand in, 
become at home with some operation, 
can’t ~ in a word edgeways ; ~ off, escape 
(t. & i.), start, go to sleep, be acquitted or 
pardoned, be let off with or for specified 
penalty, procure acquittal or slight 
penalty for (person); ~ off with, become 
on friendly or amorous terms with 
member of opposite sex; ~ on, display 
(pace; ~ a move on, si., make a start), 
advance, make progress (~ on or ~ out, 
work or go), prosper, fare, manage with¬ 
out something, agree or live sociably with, 
be ~ting on for, approaching (an age etc.); 

on to, succeed in understanding; ~ 
out, (imperat.) be off!, nonsense!, tran¬ 
spire, elicit, succeed in uttering, publish¬ 
ing, etc., dismiss, be dismissed, in cricket; 
~ out of, issue or escape from (got out of 
bed on wrong side, i3 in bad temper; ~ out 
of sight, one’s depth, disappear, be in too 
deep water to stand; ~ out of hand, break 
from control, also finish work etc.), aban¬ 
don (habit.) gradually, evade doing, elicit 
(information) or obtain (money) from 
(person); ~ over, bring (troublesome task) 
to an end; ~ through, bring to or reach 
destination, (of Bill) be passed in 
Parliament, succeed in an examination; 
~ through with, succeed in doing or 
enduring; ~ together, collect (t. & i.), unite 
in discussion, promotion of plan, etc.; 
~-together n., (social) assembly; ~ under, 
subdue (fire); ~ up, rise esp. from bed, 
mount esp. on horseback, (of fire, wind, 
sea) begin to be violent, (of game) rise 
from cover, (of cricket-ball) rise sharply 
from pitch, organize, set on foot, (of 
laundress) dress (linen), make presentable, 
arrange the appearance of, (hair, the 
person, mounting of play, binding & 
print of book), make rise (I got my, his, 
back up, became, made him, angry or 
stubborn), produce (~ up steam, enough 
to work engine, also fig. of working one¬ 
self into anger or energy; ||~ the wind 
up, si., feel afraid), work up (factitious 
emotion, subject for examination etc.). 
Hence ~t'ABLE a. [ME, f. ON geta = OE 
-gietan (cf. beget, forget), OS -getan, OHG 
-gezzan, Goth, bigitan f. Gmc *getan] 

get8, n. Begetting, offspring, (of animals, 
esp. in sporting talk), [f. prec.] 

get'away (-a-w-), n. (Esp. of thieves etc.) 
escape, as make one’s ~. [get 1 ] 

get-up', n. Style of equipment or costume, 
style of production of book etc. [get 1 ] 

ge'um, n. Kinds of rosaceous plant, 
avens, as HERB-bennet. [L, prob. = herb- 
-bennet] 

gew'gaw (g-), n. Gaudy plaything or 
ornament, bauble; paltry showy trifle. 
[ME, of unkn. orig.j 

gey (ga), adv. (Sc.). Very, considerably, 

(also aelj. ~ <£- —, in same sense), [var. 
of gay ] 

gey'ser (gaz-, giz-), n. Intermittent hot 

spring throwing up column of water; 
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II (gez-) apparatus for heating water, [f. 
Icel. Gey sir name of a particular specimen 
in Iceland (geysa to gush) ] 

Ghanai'an (gahna'an), a. & n. (Native) 
of Ghana (formerly Gold Coast colony). 
[-IAN] 

gharry (ga'ri), n. (Anglo-Ind.). Indian 
carriage (usu. horse-drawn and plying 
for hire). (Hind, gari] 

ghast'lly (gab-, g&-), a. & adv. Horrible, 
frightful, shocking; (colloq.) objection¬ 
able ; deathlike, pale, wan, lurid; (of 
smile etc.) painfully forced; (adv., chiefly 
with adj. as ~ pale) ghastlily. Hence 
~iLYa adv., ~iness n. [ME gastliche f. 
obs. gast terrify (cf. OE gsestan torment) 
+ -ly 1; gh- after ghost] 

gha(u)t (gawt), n. (Anglo-Ind.). Eastern, 
Western, G~s, two mountain chains along 
B. & W. sides of Southern Hindostan; 
mountain pass, defile; flight of steps 
leading to river landing-place; burning- 
-~, level spot at the top of river ~ on 
which Hindus burn their dead. [Hind. 
ghat] 

Gha'zl (gah-), n. Mohammedan anti- 
-infidel. [Arab. p.p. of ghaza light] 

ghee (ge), n. Indian buffa-lo-milk butter 
clarified to resemble oil. [f. Hind, ghi] 

gfaerk'in (g€t-), n. Young green, or small 
kind of, cucumber used for pickling, [f. 
Du. *gurkkijn (now gurkje) f. Slavonic, 
ult. f. late Gk aggourion ] 

ghett'o (g6-), n. (hist.; pi. ~s). Jews’ 
quarter in city. [It.; orig. much con¬ 
jectured, but unkn.] 

Ghib'ellinle (gi-), n. & a. 1. One of 
emperor’s faction (opp. guelph) in 
medieval Italian States; hence ~ism(3) n. 
2. adj. Adhering to ~es. [f. It. Ghibellino 
supposed to be f. G Waiblingen estate 
belonging to Hohenstaufen emperors] 

ghost (go-), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Principle of 
life (now only in give up the ~, die); Spirit 
of God (now only in Holy G~, Third 
Person of Trinity). 2. Soul of dead person 
in Hades etc.; dead person appearing to 
the living {raise, lay, ~, cause it to appear 
or cease appearing), apparition, spectre; 
emaciated person; shadowy outline or 
semblance (not the ~ of a chance, none at 
all). 3. (opt.). Bright spot or secondary 
image in field of telescope due to defect 
of lens. 4. Artistic or literary hack doing 
the work for which his employer takes 
credit. 5. ~-word, one of which the 
existence is imaginary or based on a 
delusion, as celt2, fylfot ; the ~ walks 
(Theatr. si.), salaries are, or will be, paid; 
hence ~'hood n., ~'like a. 6. vb. Haunt, 
prowl, act, as a ~; act as a — writer etc. 
(for). [OE gdst, OS gest, OHG geist f. WG 
*gaist; sp. gh- first in Carton, prob. due 
to Flem. gheest] 

ghost'lly (go-), a. (Arch.) spiritual, incor¬ 
poreal, concerned with sacred or ecclesias¬ 
tical matters, (our ~y enemy, the Devil; 
~y father, adviser, director, etc.,confessor; 

~?/ comfort, counsel, etc., administered by 
priest; weapons, religious arguments, 
ecclesiastical penalties, etc.); (as) of a 
ghost, spectral. Hence ~Iness n. [OE 
gastlic (prec., -ly j) ] 

ghoul (gool), n. Spirit preying on corpses 
in Eastern tales. Hence ~'ish 1 a., 
~'ishLY2 adv., (goo-), [f. Arab, ghul f. vb 
= seize] 

II ghyll, var. of gill2. 
gial'lo anti'co (jahl-, ahnte-), n. Rich 
yellow marble found in Italian ruins. [It. ] 

gi'ant, n. & a. 1. Being of human form 
but superhuman stature, (Gk Myth.) one 
of the sons of Gaea (Earth) & Uranus 
(Heaven) or Tartarus (Hell) who warred 
against the Gods; agency of enormous 
power; abnormally tall person, animal, 
or plant; person of extraordinary ability, 
courage, strength, etc. (there were ~s in 
those days, our fathers were superior to 
us); ~ cement, specially tenacious kind; 
~-powder, kind of dynamite; II~(’s)- 
-stride, gymnastic apparatus of pole with 
revolving head & hanging ropes enabling 
user to take huge strides round pole; 
hence ~ESS 1 n., ~ism n., pathological 
condition characterized by abnormal 
growth, esp. of the bones, ~like a. 
2. adj. Of extraordinary size or force, 
gigantic, monstrous, (often in plant- 
-names). [ME geant (afterwards affected 
by L) f. OF geant f. L f. Gk gigant- nom. 
-gas] 

giaour (jowr), n. (Turkish contemptuous 
name for) infidel, esp. Christian, [f. 
Pers. gaur] 

gib (g-, j-), n. Piece of wood or metal 
used to keep some part of a machine etc. 
in place; pin or wedge, [orig. unkn. ] 

gibb'er (j-, g-), v.i., & n. 1. Speak fast & 
inarticulately, chatter like an ape. 2. n. 
Such speed or sound, [imit. ] 

gibb'erish (g-), n. Unintelligible speech, 
meaningless sounds, jargon, blundering 
or ungrammatical talk. [perh. f. prec. 
(but found earlier)-f-ish 1 as used in 
names of langg. ] 

gibb'et, n., & v.t. 1. (Orig.) gallows; 
(later) upright post with arm on which 
bodies of executed criminals were hung 
up; death by hanging. 2. v.t. Put to 
death by hanging; expose on ~; hang up 
as on ~; hold up to infamy or contempt. 
[ME, f. OF gibet gallows dim. of gibe 
club ] 

glbb'on (g-), n. Kinds of long-armed ape 
esp. of Indian archipelago. [F (Buffon), 
alleged to be a native wd ] 

gibb'ous (g-), a. Convex, protuberant; 
(of moon or planet) having bright part 
greater than semicircle & less than circle; 
humped, hunchbacked. Hence or cogn. 
gibbos'iTY (-5s-) n., gibbos'o- comb, 
form, ~lys adv., (g-). [f. L gibbosus f. 
gibbus hump, see -OHS] 

gibe, jibe, v.i. & t., & n. Flout, jeer, 
mock, (as vb, with at, or trans., or abs.). 
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Hence gib'ER1 n., gib'ingLY2 adv. [orig. 
unkn. ] 

gib'lets, n. pi. Parts of goose taken 
out or cut off before cooking, as liver, 
gizzard, pinions, feet; giblet soup, made 
with these, [f. OF gibelet ragout of game] 

gib'us,n. Opera or crush hat. [6?—, maker] 
gidd'y (g-), a., & v.t. & i. 1. Dizzy, dis¬ 
posed to fall, stagger, or spin round (with 
sickness, success, etc.); making dizzy (a 
~ precipice, maze, success); circling with 
bewildering speed; mentally intoxicated, 
incapable of attention, excitable, frivol¬ 
ous (play the ~ goat, fool), inconstant, 
flighty; II—go-round, merry 2-go-round; 
hence gidd'iiY2 adv., gidd'iNESS n., (g-). 
2. vb. Make or become ~. [OE gidig 
insane (god, -y2) lit. ‘possessed by a god’, 
as Gk entheos] 

gift (g-), n., & v.t. 1. Giving (would not 
have it at a ~, even gratis; the living is in 
the ~ of —, is his to bestow; came to me by 
free ~); (Law) voluntary transference 
of property without consideration; thing 
given, present, donation; faculty mira¬ 
culously bestowed, virtue looked upon 
as emanation from heaven etc., (~ of 
tongues); natural endowment (~ of the 
gab), talent, whence gif'tED2 (g-) a.; ~- 
-book, one given or suitable for giving as 
present; ~ coupon, voucher issued with 
certain commodities, a specified number 
of which entitles holder to a ~; ~-horse, 

one given; hence gif'tie [-Y3 ] (g-) n. (Sc.; 
the ~ie gie us to see our sets as others see us). 
2. v.t. Endow with ~s, present with as ~; 
bestow as ~ (to person; away). [ME, f. 
ON gipt = OE, OS, OHG gift, Goth. 
-gifts f. Gmc *geftiz f. *gebh- give ] 

gig1 (g-), n. 1. Light two-wheeled one- 
-horsed carriage (~-lamps, si., spectacles; 
~'rnun, person who keeps ~, member of 
gigmanity). 2. Light narrow clinker-built 
ship’s-boat for oars or sails; rowing-boat 
chiefly used for racing, [f. 13th c. in var. 
senses; orig. unkn. ] 

gig2 (g-), n. Kind of fish-spear, [short for 
fizgig, fishgig f. Sp. fisga harpoon] 

glgan'tiic, a. Giant-like in size, stature, 
etc.; abnormally large, huge. Hence or 
cogn. ~esque' (-Csk) a., ~ically adv. [f. 
L gigas -antis giant, -ic] 

gig'gle (g-), v.i., & n. 1. Laugh like an 
affected, ill-bred, or undisciplined girl, 
titter, have small bursts of half-sup¬ 
pressed laughter. 2. n. Such laugh, freq. 
(fit of) the ~s. [imit.; of. Du. giggelen, G 
gickeln ] 

gig'let,-ot, (g-), n. Giggling girl. [14th c., 
f. obs. gig flighty girl (gig 1), now associated 
with prec. ] 

gigman'ity (g-), n. The respectable un¬ 
imaginative middle classes, Philistines. 
[gigman (gig1) + -ity (Carlylese vvds)] 

gig-mill (g-), n. Machine for raising nap 
on cloth; building in which these stand, 
[f. GIG1] 

gig'olo, n. (pi. ~s). Professional male 

dancing-partner. [F, formed as masc. of 
gigole dance-hall woman] 

gig'ot, n. Leg of mutton; ~ sleeve — leg- 

-of-mutton sleeve. [F] 
gila (he'la) mon'ster, n. Large venomous 
lizard of Arizona, New Mexico, etc. [Gila, 
river of Southern U.S. ] 

Gilb€rt'ian (g-), a. Of the humorously 
topsy-turvy kind characteristic of Gilbert 
& Sullivan opera (a ~ situation). [W. S. 
Gilbert, librettist, d. 1911, -ian ] 

gild1 (g-), v.t. (p.p. usu. ~ed in the fully 
verbal use & in fig. use as adj., gilt as 
adj. in lit. sense). Cover with thin layer 
of gold laid on as gold leaf or otherwise 
(~ pill, soften down unpleasant necessity), 
whence gil'dER1, gil'dlNG1 (2, 4), nn.; 
make (condition etc.) tolerable or reput¬ 
able by money (or with money etc. as 
subj.); tinge, adorn, with golden colour 
or light; give specious brilliance to by 
fair words; || Gilded Chamber, House of 
Lords; or gilt spurs, emblem of 
knighthood; ~ed youth, the young men 
of fashion & wealth; gilt-cup, buttercup. 
[OE gyldan, ON gylla f. Gmc. *gulthjan 
(GOLD)] 

gild2. See guild. 

gill1 (g-), n. (usu. pi.), & v.t. 1. Respira¬ 
tory organ(s) in fishes & other water- 
-breathing animals; wattles or dewlap of 
fowls; vertical radiating plates on under 
side of mushrooms etc.; flesh below 
person’s jaws & ears (rosy about the ~s, 
healthy-looking); —cover, bony case 
protecting fish’s ~s; ~-ue(, for entangling 
fishes by the ~s; hence (-)~ed2 (-Id) a. 
2. v.t. Gut (fish); cut off ~s of (mush¬ 
room) ; take in~-net. [ME f. ON, whence 
Sw. gal. Da. gjeelle] 

II gill2 (g-), n. Deep usu. wooded ravine; 
narrow mountain torrent. [ME, f. ON gil 
glen] 

gill2, n. Quarter-pint liquid measure (||in 
some parts half-pint). [ME, f. OF gille, 
med. L gillo] 

Gill1, n. Female name; Jack & ~ (or Jill), 
lad & lass. [ME, abbr. of Gillian pop. 
form f. OF Juliane f. L Juliana (Julius)] 

gillaroo' (g-), n. Irish trout, [f. Ir. giolla 
fellow, ruadh red] 

gill'ie (g-), n. 1. (hist.). Highland chief’s 
attendant. 2. Man or boy attending 
sportsman in Scotland, [f. Gael, gille lad, 
servant] 

gill'yflower, n. (now rare). Clove-scented 
pink; other similarly scented flowers, as 
wallflow’er, white stock. [ME gilofre f. OF 
gil-, girofle i. med. L f. Gk karuophulton 
(karuon nut, phullon leaf) w. assim. to 
flower] 

gilt1 (g-). See gild 1 (cloth ~, book-binding 
of cloth with ~ letters or tooling). 

gilt2 (g-), n. Gilding (take the ~ off the 
gingerbread, strip thing of adventitious 
attractions); —edged paper, securities, 
sloclcs, etc., such investments as trustees 
prefer or are restricted to. [f. prec. ] 
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gilt3 (g-), n. Youngsow. [ME, f. ONgyltr] 
gim'bal, n. (pi. exo. in comb, as —ring 
etc.). Contrivance (usu. of rings & pivots) 
for keeping articles (esp. compass & 
chronometer) horizontal at sea. [16th c. 
var. of gimel f. ME f. OF gemel double 
finger-ring, f. L gemellus dim. of geminus 
twin ] 

gim'crack, n. & a. 1. Trumpery article, 
knick-knack, useless ornament; hence 
~ery(5) n.,~Y2 a. 2. adj. Showy & flimsy, 
worthless, trumpery. [ME gibecrake 
(? inlaid work), of unkn. orig.] 

gim'let (g-), n. Kind of boring-tool (usu. 
semi-cylindrical with wooden crosspiece 
as handle & worm at pointed end). [ME, 
f. OF guimbelet, dim. f. WO *wem-, 
whence LG wemel boring-tool & obs. 
wimble] 

II gimm'er (g-), n. (dial.). Young ewe; 
(derog.) woman. [ME, f. ON gj/mbr] 

•gimm'ick (g-), n. (si.). Tricky device, 
device adopted for the purpose of attract¬ 
ing attention or publicity, [orig. unkn. ] 

gimp, gymp, (g ), n. Silk, worsted, or 
cotton twist with cord or wire running 
through it; fishing-line of silk etc. bound 
with wire; (Lacemaking) coarser thread 
outlining design, [f. Du. gimp of unkn. 
orig.] 

gin1, n., & v.t. (-nn-). 1. Snare, net, trap, 
(n. & v.t.). 2. Hoisting apparatus, kinds 
of crane & windlass. 3. Machine for 
separating cotton from its seeds (vb, 
remove seeds of with this). [ME; aphetic 
f. OF engin engine] 

gin2, n. Spirit distilled from grain or 
malt, geneva1; ~ & it2; pink ~, ~ 
flavoured with angostura bitters; ||~- pal¬ 
ace, gaudily decorated public-house; ~ 
sling, American cold drink of ~ flavoured 
& sweetened, [short for geneva1] 

gin'gall (-gawl), j-, n. Musket fired from a 
rest, or light swivel gun, in China & India. 
[f. Hind, janjal] 

gin'ger (-j-), n., a., & v.t. 1. (Plant with) 
hot spicy root used in cooking & medicine 
& preserved in syrup or candy as sweet 
(black ~, unscraped, from E. Indies; 
white ~, scraped, from Jamaica; ~ shall 
be hot in the mouth, the love of pleasure is 
immortal). 2. Mettle, spirit; stimulation 
(see vb; ||~ group in Parliament, that 
urges Government to more decided 
action). 3. (Of) light reddish-yellow 
colour (n. & a.). 4. ~ ale, beer, pop, kinds 
of aerated —flavoured drink ; ~ brandy, 
a cordial; ~bread, a cake made with 
treacle & flavoured with ~ (~bread nut, 
small button-like cake of it; take the 
gilt2 off the ~bread), also (as adj., with 
allusion to fancy and often gilded shapes 
in which it was mado) gaudy, showy, 
tawdry, (esp. ~bread Gothic)', •— -nut, 
~bread nut; ~-race, a root of ~ ; ~ wine, 
a British wine of fermented sugar, water, 
& bruised~ ; hence~Y2 a. 5. v.t. Flavour 
with ~; put ~ up fundament of (horse) to 

girasole 

produce liveliness, (fig.) rouse up (person). 
[OE & LL gingibcr f. L zingiber f. Gk 
ziggiberis f. Skr. grngavera {grnga horn, 
vera body)] 

gingerade' (-j-), n. = ginger beer. [f. 

prec. after lemonade ] 
gin'gerly (-j-), adv. & a. With, showing, 
extreme caution so as to avoid making 
a noise or injuring oneself or what is 
touched or trodden on. [perh. f. OF 
gensor compar. of gent graceful f. L 
genitus (well-)born] 

gingham (ging'am), n. Kind of cotton or 
linen cloth of dyed yarn often in stripes 
or checks; (colloq.) umbrella, [f. Du. 
gingang or F guingan ult. f. Malay ging- 
gang (orig. adj. = striped)] 

gin'gili.n. (E.-Ind. plant yielding) a sweet 
oil. Jf. Hind, jinjali f. Arab, juljulan] 

gingiv'al, a. Of the gums. [L gingiva 
gum +-AL] 

gingko. Var. of ginkgo. 
gin'glymus (g-, j-), n. (anat.). Hinge-like 
joint in body with motion only in two 
directions (e.g. elbow), [f. Gk gigglumos 
hinge] 

•gink (g-), n. (si.). (Queer) fellow, chap, 
gink'go (glngk'go), n. (pi. ~es). Chinese 

& Japanese tree with fan-shaped leaves, 
[f. Jap. gingko f. Chin, yinhing silver 
apricot] 

gin'seng, n. (Root of) medicinal plant 
found in China, Nepal, Canada, & Eastern 
U.S. [f. Chin, jin shin (jin man) perh. 
= image of man, w. allusion to forked 
root] 

II gipp'o, n. (army si.). Soup, gravy, stew. 
II gipp'y, n. (army si.). Egyptian soldier, 

[abbr. ] 
gip'sy, gy-, n. Member of a wandering 
race (called by themselves Romany) of 
Hindu origin with dark skin and hair, 
living by basket-making, horse-dealing, 
fortune-telling etc., & speaking a much 
corrupted Hindi; (playful) mischievous 
or dark-complexioned woman; ~ bonnet, 
with large side flaps; ~ moth, European 
moth very destructive to foliage; ~ rose, 
scabious; ~ table, light round one on 
tripod. Hence~dom, ~hood, ~ism(2), nn., 
~ish1 a., ~fy (usu. in p.p. ~fied) v.t. 
[16th c. gipeyan for Egyptian, f. supposed 
orig. of the race when it appeared in 
England in early 16th c. ] 

giraffe' (-ahf, -af), n. African ruminant 
quadruped with spotted skin & long neck 
& legs, camelopard, [ult. f. Arab, zara- 
fah] 

gi'randole, n. Revolving firework, dis¬ 
charge of rockets from revolving wheel; 
revolving jet of water; branched candle 
bracket or candlestick; ear-ring or 
pendant with large central stone sur¬ 
rounded by small ones. [F, f. It. giran- 
dola (girare see gyrate) ] 

gi'rasOl(e), n. Kind of opal reflecting 
reddish glow, fire-opal. [It. (-e), f. girare 
see prec. + sole sun, orig. => sunflower] 



gfM1 (g-), v.t. (poet, or rhet.; ~ed or 
girt). Encircle (waist, person as to waist) 
with belt etc. esp. to confine clothes (~ 
oneself, one’s loins, prepare for action, 
often with up); invest with strength, 
power, etc.; equip with sword ill belt; 
fasten (sword etc.) on with belt (on adv. 
or prep., upon, to); secure (clothes) on 
body with girdle or belt; put (cord etc.) 
round; encircle (town etc.) with besiegers 
or siege-works; (of belt, fence, etc.) 
encircle. [OE gyrdan, OS gurdian, OHG 
gurten, ON gyrtha f. Gmc *gurthjan 
(GIRTH) ] 

gffd2 (g-), v.i., & n. Jeer, gibe, at. [ME 
strike etc., orig. unkn.] 

gffd'er (g-), n. Beam supporting joists of 
floor; iron or steel beam for like use; 
latticed or other compound structure 
of steel etc. forming span of bridge, roof, 
etc. [GIRD1+-ER1] 

giT'dle1 (g-), n., & v.t. 1. Belt or (now 
usu.) cord used to gird waist; (orig. U.S.) 
corset; something that surrounds like a 
~; part of cut gem dividing crown from 
base & embraced by the setting; (Anat.) 
bony supports for upper & lower limbs 
(shoulder or pectoral, pelvic or hip, ~); 
ring round tree made by removal of bark. 
2. v.t. Surround with ~ (often about, in, 
round); kill (tree) or make it more fruitful 
by girdling. [OE gyrdel, OHG gurtil, ON 
gyrthill (GIRD1, -LE(1))] 

II gfr'dle2 (g-), n. (Sc. & north.). Circular 
iron plate placed over fire for toasting 
cakes; ~-cake, so made. [var. of griddle ] 

girl (g-), n. Female child, unmarried 
woman, (old affectionate or disrespect¬ 
ful address or description for woman, 
mare, etc.; the ~s, daughters of family, 
married or not); maidservant; man’s 
sweetheart (often best ~); female (~ 
friend); ~ guides, organization parallel to 
boy scout. Hence~'HOOD,~,ie [-Y3], nn., 
~'ish1 a., ~'IshLY2 adv., ~'ishNESS n., 
(g-). [ME gurle, girle, gerle, perh. cogn. w. 
LG gbr child] 

GIron'dist, n. & a. (Member) of moderate 
republican party in French assembly 
1791-3; (person) of such views, [f. F 
Girondisle (Gironde French department 
from which leaders of party came)] 

gift1 (g-), n., & v.t. 1. Measurement across 
or round surface that is not flat, with 
account taken of elevations & depres¬ 
sions. 2. v.t. Measure ~ of; (of trees etc.) 
measure (so much) in ~. [var. of girth] 

girt2. See gird1. 

gifth (g-), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Leather or 
cloth band tightened round body of horse 
etc. to secure saddle etc.; measurement 
round any more or less cylindrical thing; 
~-web, woven material for ~s. 2. vb. 
Surround; encircle (horse etc.), secure 
(saddle etc.), with ~ ; measure (so much) 
in ~. [ME, f. ON gjgrth, Goth, gairda f. 
Gmc *gerda, cogn. w. garth, gird1] 

gist (j-), n. Real ground or point, sub¬ 

stance or pith of a matter. [OF, 3rd sing, 
pres, of gesir lie f. L jacere] 

gitt'drn (g-), n. Gut-stringed instrument, 
kind of early guitar. [ME, f. OF guUerne; 
cf. CITHERN, GUITAR] 

give1 (g-), v.t. & i. (gave, glv'en). (General 
sense) make another the recipient of 
something in subject’s possession or at 
subject’s disposal (with obj. of thing 
given, & ind. obj. usu. preceding obj. if 
without to Sz following it if with to; in 
pass., either obj. may become subj., the 
other being retained without to if direct, 
with or without to if indirect. Thus : I gave 
him a book; I gave £50 to the R.S.P.C.A.; 
I gave it him; he was ~w a book; a book 
was ~n him; the R.S.P.C.A. was ~?i 
£50; £50 was~n to, or ~n, the R.S.P.C.A. 
Corresponding constructions are to be 
assumed with the various senses unless 
they are inapplicable or exceptions are 
mentioned). 1. Bestow gratuitously, 
hand over as present, confer ownership 
of with or without actual delivery, ren¬ 
der (benefit etc.) without payment, (abs.) 
bestow alms or donations (to); confer, 
grant, (favour, honour, etc.); accord 
(one’s heart, affection, confidence); (of 
God etc.) grant (faculty etc., or to be 
or do; ~ me, in imperat., I prefer or 
admire, as ~ me the good old times); be¬ 
queath ; sanction marriage of (daughter 
etc.; usu. in marriage). 2. Deliver, hand 
over, without reference to ownership, put 
(food etc.) before one, (~ mitten, sack1, 

boot1, cf. get), administer (medicine); 
deliver (message, love, compliments, 
etc.); commit, consign, entrust, (~ into 
custody or in charge j) ; pledge, assign 
as guarantee, (one’s word, honour, etc.). 
3. Make over in exchange or payment, 
pay, sell for price, (~ as good as one gets, 
retort adequately in words or blows; so ~ 
a Roland for an Oliver; ~ one his due, 
admit any merits he may have; would ~ 
the world, one’s ears, make any sacrifice 
to secure or for something, or if). 4. De¬ 
vote, dedicate, addict, (gave his life to 
it; much to these pursuits). 5. Put 
forth (some action or effort) to affect 
another or simply (~ him a kick; ~ a 
jump, cry, etc.; ~ orders; ~ person one’s 
blessing; ~ you joy, prob. orig. with 
ellipse of God, now taken as = wish 
with I expressed or omitted; ~ the time, 
of day, say good morning, evening, etc.); 
deliver (judgement etc.) authoritatively 
(~ the case, or it, for or against person; 
in cricket, ~ batsman out or not out); 
(p.p., of document) dated; provide (ball, 
party, dinner) as host. 6. Present, offer, 
expose, hold out, show, (~ person one’s 
hand; ~ a back, stand to be leapfrogged 
over; The Times ~s the facts; ~s no sign of 
life; thermometer ~s 80° in the shade); read, 
recite, sing, act, perform, (piece etc.). 7. 
Make partaker of, impart, be source of, 
(gave me his sore throat; gave Us name to the 
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battle; ~ a piece of one’s mind, scold, re¬ 
proach ; ~ to the world, publish; ~ person 
to understand, know, etc., inform, assure). 
8. Allot, assign, ascribe, gTant, assume, 
(he was ~n the contract, the name of 
John, quarters-, under the ~n conditions-, 
~n health, the thing can be done). 9. Yield 
as product or result (lamps ~ a bad 
light; analysis ~s the following figures). 
10. Cause or allow to have (solitude ~s 
it its only charm-, gave me much pain; 
this ~s him a right to complain; — one- 
self trouble, take pains; ~ oneself airs, 
be pretentious; gave myself an hour to 
get there; was -—n a rest). 11. Collapse, 
lose firmness, yield to pressure, become 
relaxed, make room, shrink. 12. (Of 
window, passage, etc.) look, lead, (up)on, 
into. 13. (In phrr. with obj.): || ~ one 
best (eolloq.), admit his superiority; ~ 
birth to, bring forth (lit. & fig.); ~ chase, 
start in pursuit; ~ ear, listen; ~ ground, 
retreat; ~ it himi etc., administer punish¬ 
ment (often hot); ~ child etc. something 
to cry for, chastise for causeless crying; 
~ one what for, si., punish or scold; ~ 
place (to), make room (for), yield prece¬ 
dence (to), be superseded (by); ~ rise to, 
occasion; ~ tongue ; ~ way, retire, fail 
to resist, be superseded by (to), be dis¬ 
lodged, break down, make concessions, 
abandon oneself to grief etc., fall in price, 
begin to row or row harder. 14. (With 
adw.); ~ away, alienate by gift, hand 
over (bride) to bridegroom, betray or 
expose to ridicule or detection (esp. 
si. ~ away the show2), distribute (prizes); 
~ back, restore; ~ forth, emit, publish, 
report; ~ in, yield, cease fighting or 
arguing, hand in (document) to proper 
official, (p.p.) added as supplement; ~ 
off, emit (vapour etc.); ~ out, announce, 
emit, distribute, cease or break down 
from exhaustion etc., run short; ~ over, 
cease from doing, abandon (habit etc.), 
desist, hand over (~n over, abandoned 
to evil courses etc.); ~ up, resign, 
surrender, part with (~ up the ghost), 

deliver (fugitive etc.) into hands of 
pursuers etc., abandon oneself to a feeling 
etc., cease to have to do with, cease from 
effort, (refl. & p.p.) devote or addict to, 
divulge (names of accomplices etc.), 
pronounce incurable or insoluble, re¬ 
nounce hope of. Hence giv'ER1 (g-) n. 
[OE giefan, OS, OHG geban, ON gefa, 
Goth, giban f. Gmc *gebhan; initial g- duo 
to Scand., as in get] 

give2 (g-), n. Yielding to pressure, elasti¬ 
city, (there is no ~ in a stone floor); ~ & 
take, mutual concession, compromise, 
exchange of talk. [f. prec.] 

giv'en (g-), a. In vbl senses; name, 
Christian name. [p.p. of give1] 

gizz'ard (g-), n. Bird’s second stomach 
for grinding the food mixed in the first 
with gastric juice; specially muscular 
stomach of some fish, insects, & molluscs; 

glaive 

fret one’s ~, worry; sticks in one’s ~, is 
unpalatable (fig.). [ME giser f. OF 
g(u)iser f. L gigeria cooked entrails of 
fowl] 

glab'rous, a. (anat. etc.). Free from hair 
or down, smooth-skinned, [f. L glaber + 
-ous] 

gla'ce (-ah-sa), a. (Of cloth, leather, etc.) 
smooth, polished; (of fruits) iced, 
sugared. [F] 

gla'cial (-asiral, -ashiul, -aslil), a. Of ice, 
icy; (Chem.) crystallized; (Geol.) charac¬ 
terized, produced, by the presence or 
agency of ice (~ epoch, era, period, when 
northern hemisphere was mostly covered 
with ice-sheet). Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. F, 
or L glacialis (glades ice, -al)] 

gla'ceated (-si-, -shl-), a. Marked or 
polished by ice-action; covered with 
glaciers or ice-sheet. So gl&ciA'nON n. 
[p.p. of glaciate f. L glaciare freeze, -ate3] 

gla'cier, n. Slowly moving river or mass 
of ice formed by accumulation of snow 
on high ground. Hence ~ed2 (-erd) a. 
[F (glace ice)] 

gla'cxs (or glahse'), n. Bank sloping down 
from fort, on which attackers are ex¬ 
posed to fire. [F, orig. = slippery place 
(OF glacier to slip)] 

glad, a., & v.t. (-dd-). 1. Pleased (pred. 
only; I am of it, ~ to hear it, ~ that it 
is so, ~ it is so, shall be ~ to come etc.; 
iron., should be~ to know); (of looks, feel¬ 
ings, etc.) marked by, filled with, ex¬ 
pressing, joy; (of news or events) giving 
joy; (of nature etc.) bright, beautiful; the 
~ eye (si.), amorous or festive glance; ~ 
hand (orig. U.S.), the hand of welcome; ~ 
rags (si.), Sunday or dress clothes; hence 
~d'EN8 v.t., ~'lv2 adv., ~'ness n.. (poet.) 
~'some a., ~'someLY2 adv., ~'some- 

NESS n. 2. v.t. (arch.). Make [OE 
glsed, OS glad, ON glalhr, OHG glat 
smooth (the orig. sense), cogn. w. L glaber] 

glade, n. Clear open space or passage 
between forest trees, [orig. unkn. ] 

glad'iator, n. Man trained to fight with 
sword or other weapon at ancient 
Roman shows; political etc. champion in 
argument, controversialist. So gladia- 

tdr'i'L a. [L (gladius sword)] 
gladiol'us (or gla li'o ), n. (pi. -li, -luses). 
Iridaceous plant with sword-shaped 
leaves & bright flower-spikes. [L, dim. of 
gladius sword ] 

Glad'stone, n. & a. ~ (bag), kind of 
light portmanteau; ~ claret, of cheap 
kinds that became common by Glad¬ 
stone’s reduction of duty I860. [W.E. ~, 
statesman d. 1898] 

glair, n., & v.t. 1. White of egg; kinds of 
adhesive preparation made from it; any 
similar viscid substance; hence ~'eous, 

~'y2, aa. 2. v.t. Smear with ~. [ME, f. 
OF glaire, ult. f. L clara fern, of clams 
CLEAR] 

glaive, n. (arch. & poet.). Broadsword, 
sword. [ME, OF, app. f. L gladius sword] 
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glam'our (-er), n., & y.t. 1. Magic, 
enchantment, (cast a ~ over, enchant); 
delusive or alluring beauty or charm; 
hence glam'orous a. 2. v.t. Affect with 
~, bewitch, enchant. [18th c. var. of 
grammar in sense gramarye ] 

glance1 (-ah-), v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Of 
weapon) glide off object instead of strik¬ 
ing it full (often aside, off)', (of talk or 
talker) pass quickly over, glide off or from, 
subject; ~ at, make passing & usu. 
sarcastic allusion to; (of bright object or 
light) flash, dart, gleam; (of eye) cast 
momentary look, flash, (~ at, give brief 
look at); ~ over, read cursorily; ~ down, 
up, etc.; ~ one’s eye, direct it at, over, 
etc.; hence glan'cingLY2 (-ah-) adv. 
2. n. Swift oblique movement or impact, 
(Cricket) stroke with bat’s face turned 
slantwise to ball; (sudden movement 
producing) flash or gleam; brief look (at, 
into, over, etc.). [15 c. glence etc. prob. a 
nasalized form of obs. glace in same sense, 
f. OF glacier slip ] 

glance2 (-ah-), n. Lustrous ore (copper ~, 
native copper sulphide; lead ~, galena). 

[f. G glanz lustre] 
gland1, n. (Physiol.) simple or complex 
organ composed of nucleated cells 
secreting constituents of the blood for 
use or ejection; (Bot.) secreting cell or 
group of cells on surface of plant- 
-structure. So (see -ul-) glan'duLE n., 
glan'dulAR1, —uHf'erous, glan'dulosE1 
(Bot.), glan'dulous, —'less, aa. [f. F 
glande f. OF glandre i. L glandula (glans 
■dis acorn, -ule)] 

gland2, n. (mech.). Sleeve used to press 
a packing tight on a piston, [orig. unkn. ] 

glan'der|s (-z), n. pi. Contagious horse- 
-disease with swellings below jaw & mu¬ 
cous discharge from nostrils; the same 
communicated to man. Hence —ED2 
(-erd), ~ous, aa. [f. OF glandre see gland1] 

glandif'erous, a. Bearing acorns, [f. L 
glandifer (gland1, -ferous)] 

glan'difdrm, a. Acorn-shaped; like 
gland. [GLAND1, -FORM] 

glar|e, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Shine dazzlingly 
or disagreeably; bo over-conspicuous or 
obtrusive, whence —'ingi/Y2 adv.,—'ing- 
nf.ss n.; look fixedly or fiercely (at, upon); 
express (hate, defiance) by look. 2. n. 
Strong fierce light, oppressive unrelieved 
sunshine; tawdry brilliance; fierce or 
fixed look; hence —'y2 a. [ME, = MDu. 
& MLG glaren ] 

glass1 (-ah-), n. 1. Substance, usu. trans¬ 
parent, lustrous, hard, & brittle, made by 
fusing sand with soda or potash or both 
& other ingredients (crown \ flint, plate, 

water1, —); substances of similar pro¬ 
perties or composition, as ~ of antimony, 
vitreous oxy-sulphide fused. 2. ~ uten¬ 
sils, ornaments, windows, greenhouses; 
~ vessel esp. for drinking, amount of 
liquid contained in this, drink (a friendly 
—, fond of his —; has had a — too much. 

is rather drunk); sand—, hour—; car¬ 
riage window; plate of ~ covering pic¬ 
ture ; glazed frame for plants; looking—; 
eye—, (pi.) pair of spectacles; lens; — 
disc covering watch-face; telescope, spy- 
-~, field—, opera—, microscope; baro¬ 
meter, weather—. 3. —-blower, one who 
blows & shapes ~; ~ case, chiefly of — 
for exhibiting or protecting objects; 
~-cloth, linen cloth for drying —es, cloth 
covered with powdered — like —-paper; 
— cloth, woven fabric of fine-spun —; 
~-cutter, workman, tool, cutting ~; — 
-culture, of plants under —; ~-dust, 
powdered — for polishing; — eye, false 
eye of —, kind of blindness in horses; 
~'kouse, building where — is made, 
greenhouse, ~-roofed photographing - 
-room, || (si.) military prison; —-paper, 
covered with —-dust; — snake, snake-like 
lizard of Southern U.S., -with very brittle 
tail; ~'ware, articles made of —; — wool, 
— in form of fine fibres for packing & 
insulation; ~'ux>rl, kinds of plant former¬ 
ly used in —making. Hence —'Ft: 7,(2) n., 
'—'less a. [OE glees, OS, OHG glas f. WG 
*glas] 

glass2 (-ah-), v.t. Fit with glass, glaze, 
(rare); enclose in glass (rare); make (the 
eye) glassy (rare); mirror, occasion reflec¬ 
tion of (often refl., as trees — themselves in 
the lake)', \\~ing-jack, machine used in 
dressing leather, [f. prec., cf. earlier 
GLAZE] 

glass'ly (-ah-), a. Having properties of, 
resembling, glass; (of eye etc.) lacking 
fire, dull, fixed; (of water) lustrous & 
transparent, or smooth, as glass (so ~y 
calm, surface, etc.). Hence —iLY2 adv., 
—iNESS n. [-Y2] 

Glaswegian (-z-), a. & n. (Inhabitant) of 
Glasgow, [perh. on Galwegian] 

Glaub'er’s salt(s) (glaw-, glow-), n. 
Crystalline (hydrated) sodium sulphate. 
[J. H. Glauber, German chemist (d. 1668)] 

glaucom'a, n. An eve-disease with ten¬ 
sion of the globe & gradual loss of sight. 
Hence —tons a. [f. L f. Gk glaulcoma f. 
glaukos (foil.)] 

glauc'ous, a. (esp. nat. hist.). Of dull 
greyish green or blue; (Bot.) covered 
■with bloom as of grapes, [f. L f. Gk 
glaukos + -ous ] 

glaze, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Fit (window, 
picture) with glass, furnish (building) 
with glass windows (— in, enclose thus). 
2. Cover (pottery etc.) with vitreous sub¬ 
stance fixed by fusion (n., this substance, 
smooth surface resulting); fix (paint) on 
pottery thus; overlay (cloth, leather, 
pastry, etc.) with smooth lustrous coat¬ 
ing (n., this coating, surface produced). 
3. Cover (eye) with a film (n., filmy look). 
4. Cover (painted surface) -with thin coat 
of different transparent colour to modify 
tone (n., this coat). 5. Give glassy surface 
to, e.g. by rubbing (n., polished look); 
become glassy (esp. of eyes); — d frost, 
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■= silver 1 thaw. Hence glaz,ER1(l, 2) n., 
glaz'Y2 a. [ME glasen (glass1)] 

gla'zier (-zher, -zier), n. One whose trade 
Is to glaze windows etc. Hence gla'ziERY 
(2) n. [glass1; see-ier] 

glaz'Ing, n. In vbl senses also : windows; 
material used to produce glaze. [-ING1 ] 

gleam, n.. & v.i. 1. Subdued or transient 
light; faint, temporary, or intermittent 
show of some quality etc. (an occasional 
~ of humour; not a ~ of hope); hence 
~'Y2 a. 2. v.i. Emit ~s, shine with sub¬ 
dued or interrupted brightness. [OE 
gleem, cogn. w. OS glimo, MHG glimen 
shine, OHG gleimo glow-worm, WG 
*glaim-] 

glean, v.i. & t. Gather ears of com left 
by reapers, gather (such remains); strip 
(field etc.) thus; collect in small quanti¬ 
ties, scrape together, (news, facts, etc.). 
Hence ~'er1,~'ing ^1,2), nn. [ME, f. OF 
glener f. LL glennare, of Celt. orig. ] 

glebe, n. (Poet.) earth, land, a field; 
portion of land going with clergyman’s 
benefice. [ME, f. L gleba clod, soil] 

glee, n. 1. Musical composition for three 
or more (prop, adult male) voices, one to 
each part, set to words grave or gay, often 
with contrasted movements & prop, 
without accompaniment. 2. Mirth, lively 
& manifest delight, whence ~'F[7L, 

~'some, aa., ~'fulLY2 adv. [OE gliw, 
gleo, ON gift) 

gleet, n. Thin morbid discharge from 
wound, ulcer, etc. (rare), or from the 
urethra. Hence ~'Y2 a. [ME glct f. OF 
glette slime ] 

glen, n. Narrow valley, [f. Gael, gleann] 
glen'doveer, n. Beautiful sprite of kind 
represented by Southey as occurring in 
Hindu myths, [altered f. grandouver in 
F travel-book perh. f. Skr. gandharva 
semi-divine spirit] 

glenga'rry (-n-g-), n. Kind of Highland 
cap. [place] 

glen'oid, a. (anat.). ~ cavity, fossa, 
surface, shallow cavity on bone (esp. 
scapula & temporal bone) receiving pro¬ 
jection of other bone to form joint, [f. 
Gk glenoeidcs (glene socket, -oid)] 

glib, a. & adv. (-bb-). 1. (Of surface etc.) 
smooth, offering no resistance, (of move¬ 
ment) unimpeded, easy, (rare); (of speak¬ 
er, speech, etc.) fluent, ready, more 
voluble than sincere or thoughtful; hence 
~'ly2 adv., '—'’ness n. 2. adv. Volubly 
(now rare), [rel. to obs. glibbery = MLG 
glibberich, Du. -ig, perh. of imit. orig.] 

glidle, v. i.&t.,&n. 1. Pass, change place, 
by smooth continuous movement (of 
liquid, ship, bird, carriage, snake, per¬ 
son skating, etc.); fly without engine 
(~'er1(2) n., engineless aeroplane); go 
quietly or stealthily; (of time etc.) pass 
gently & imperceptibly; pass gradually, 
shade off insensibly, into; cause to ~e 
(light airs ~ed her on her course); hence 
~'ingLY2 adv. 2. n. Act of ~ing; (Mus.) 

globe 

succession of sounds made in passing 
from one note to another without silenc¬ 
ing voice or instrument; (Phon.) gradually 
changing sound made in passing from 
one position of speech organs to another. 
[OE, OS glidan, OHG glilan] 

glim, n. (si.). Light, candle, lantern, 
(DOUSE the~). [in 17th c. cant perh. short, 
f. GLIMMER or GLIMPSE, but cf. MDu., MHG 
glimmen] 

glimm'er, v.i., & n. 1. Shine faintly or 
intermittently. 2. n. (Also ~ing 1 n.) 
feeble or wavering light, faint gleam 
of hope etc., glimpse, half view. [ME, 
cogn. w. MHG, Du. glimmem, (cf. Sw. 
glimra) f. WG *glim-, *glaim- (gleam)] 

glimpse, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Faint & tran¬ 
sient appearance, momentary or imperfect 
view of, (the of the moon, the earth by 
night, sublunary affairs). 2. vb. Catch 
~ of, see faintly or partly; (poet.) appear 
faintly, dawn. [ME glimse, corresp. to 
MHG glimsen f. WG *glimisojan (prec.)] 

glint, v.i. &t.,&n. Flash, glitter, sparkle, 
(v. & n.); make flash, reflect, (light), 
[n. f. vb, alt. of ME glent of Scand. orig., 
cf. Sw. gldnta, glinta] 

glissade' (-ahd, -ad), n., & v.i. (mountain¬ 
eering). Slide (n. & v.) down steep slope 
esp. of ice or snow usu. on the feet with 
support of ice-axe etc. [vb f. n., F (glisser 
slip, -ade)] 

gliss6 (glisa'), n. A sliding step in ballet 
in which the flat of the foot is freq. used 
(also pas ~). [F] 

glis'ten (-Isn), v.i., & n. Shine fitfully; 
glitter, sparkle, (v. & n.). [n. f. vb, OE 
glisnian (glisian shine, -en s)] 

glis'ter, v.i., & n., (arch.). Sparkle, 
glitter. [ME, f. MLG glistern, MDu. 
-eren, cogn. w. prec. ] 

glitt'er, v.i., & n. (Shine with) brilliant 
tremulous light, gleam, sparkle; be 
showy or splendid (with jewels etc.). 
[ME, f. ON glitra f. Gmc *glit-] 

gloam'ing, n. Evening twilight. [OE 
glomung (glom twilight cogn. w. glow, 

-ing1)] 

gioat, v.i. Feast eyes or mind lustfully, 
avariciously, malignantly, etc., (up)on or 
over. Hence ~'ingLY2 adv. [orig. unkn., 
but perh. cogn. w. ON glotta grin, MHG 
glotzen stare ] 

glSbe, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Spherical body; 
the earth; planet, star, sun; spherical 
chart of (terrestrial ~) the earth or 
(celestial ~) the constellations (use of the 
~s, arch., teaching of geography & 
astronomy by these); golden orb as 
emblem of sovereignty; (Anat.) eyeball; 
approximately spherical glass vessel, esp. 
lampshade or fishbowl; ~-fish, able to 
inflate itself into globular form; —flower, 
ranunculaceous plant with round yellow 
flowers; ~ lightning, = fire 1 -ball; ~- 
-Irotter, -trotting, hurried traveller, travel¬ 
ling, through foreign countries for sight¬ 
seeing; so glob'AL (1) a., world wide. 



globular 

embracing the totality of a group of 
items, categories, etc., glob'om a. & n., 
globose'1 a,, globos'iTY n. 2. vb. Make 
(usu. in pass.), or become, globular. [F, 
f. L globus] 

glob'ular, a. Globe-shaped, spherical; 
composed of globules. Hence ~ity (-£L'r-) 
n., ~ly2 ady. [foil., -Alt1, & see -UL-] 

glob'ule, n. Small globe or round par¬ 
ticle, drop, pill. [f. F, or L globulus 
(GLOBE, -ULE)] 

glob'ulin, n. Protein found usu. asso¬ 
ciated with albumen in animal tissues, 
[prec., -in] 

glochid'iate (-k-), a. (hot.). Barbed at 
tip. [f. Gk glokhidion (glokhis arrowhead), 
-ATE2] 

glock'enspiel (-pel), n. Musical instru¬ 
ment consisting of a series of metal bars 
struck by a hammer (earlier, a kind of 
carillon). [G, = bell-play] 

glom'erate, a. (bot., anat.). Compactly 
clustered. [L glomerate (glomus -eris ball), 
-ATE2] 

glom'erule (-obi), n. Clustered flower- 
-head; cluster of small organisms, tissues, 
blood-vessels, etc. [f. mod. L glomerulus 
(L glomus see prec., -ule)] 

gloom1, n. Darkness, obscurity; melan¬ 
choly, despondency, [orig. f. foil.; sense 
‘darkness’ perh. back form. f. gloomy ] 

gloom2, v.i. & t. Look sullen, frown, be 
melancholy; (of sky etc.) lour, be dull or 
threatening; appear darkly or obscurely; 
cover with gloom, make dark or dismal. 
[ME gloume of unkn. orig.; cf. gltjm] 

gloom'| y, a. Dark, unlightei; depressed, 
sullen; dismal, depressing. Hence ~ily2 
adv.,~iNESS n. [perh. f. prec. +-Y2] 

cjloi-'la, n. (Short for)G~ Patri, doxology 
Glory be to the Father otc.,G~ tibi, response 
Glory be to thee etc., or G~ in excelsis, 
hymn Glory be to God on high; aureole. 
[L, = glory] 

gldr'ilfy, v.t. Make glorious, exalt to the 
glory of heaven; invest with radiance; 
transform into something more splendid, 
invest (common or inferior thing) with 
charm or beauty (nothing more than a 
~fted, or ~fication of a, cottage)-, extol, 
laud. Hence ~fica'tion n. [ME, f. OF 
glorifier f. LL gloriflcare (glorificus f. L 
gloria glory, -Eic) ] 

glor'iole, n. Aureole, halo. [F, f. L 
gloriola dim. of gloria glory] 

gldr'ious, a. Possessing glory, illustrious; 
conferring glory, honourable; splendid, 
magnificent, intensely delightful, (a ~ 
view, clay, also joc., as ~ fun; & iron., as 
the ~ uncertainty of cricket, a ~ muddle); 
(colloq.) ecstatically happy with drink. 
Hence~ly2 adv. [ME, f. AFf. L gloriosus 
(foil.. -OSE1)] 

gldr'y1, n. Exalted renown, honourable 
fame; subject for boasting, special 
distinction, ornament, pride; adoring 
praise & thanksgiving (~ be I or ~!, 
vulgar excl. of surprise or delight); re¬ 

glow 

splendent majesty, beauty, or magnifi¬ 
cence, effulgence of heavenly light, 
imagined unearthly beauty; bliss & 
splendour of heaven (go to ~, die; send 
to ~, joc., kill); state of exaltation, pros¬ 
perity, etc. (is in his ~); circle of light 
round head or figure of deity or saint, 
aureole, halo; <—hole (si.), untidy room, 
drawer, or receptacle. [ME, f. L gloria] 

gldr'y2, v.i. Exult, pride oneself, in thing 
or doing, to do. Hence ~ingLY2 adv. 
[ME, f. L gloriari boast (gloria glory)] 

gloss1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Word inserted 
between lines or in margin to explain 
word in text; comment, explanation, 
interpretation, paraphrase; misrepre¬ 
sentation of another’s words; glossary, 
interlinear translation, or set of notes. 
2. vb. Insert ~es in (text etc.); write ~es; 
make comments esp. of unfavourable 
sort; read different sense into, explain 
away. [16th c. alt. of gloze after L glossa] 

gloss2, n., & v.t. 1. Superficial lustre; 
deceptive appearance, fair outside; hence 
~'y2 a., ~'iLY2 adv., ~'iNESs n. 2. v.t. 
Make ~y; give specious appearance to 
(often over), [vb f. n.; 16th c. of unkn. 
orig.; cf. obs. Du. gloos, Icel. glossi, nn., 
glow, blaze] 

gloss'al, a. (anat.). Of the tongue, lingual. 
[f. Gk glossa tongue + -al] 

gl5ss'ar|y, n. Collection of glosses; list & 
explanations of abstruse, obsolete, dia¬ 
lectal, or technical terms, partial diction¬ 
ary. Hence glossar'iAL a., ~ist(1) n. 
[f. L glossarium (glossa gloss1, -ary1)] 

glossat'or, n. Commentator, esp. medi¬ 
eval commentator on Civil & Canon Law. 
[med. L (glossare f. glossa gloss1, -or)] 

gloss(o)-, comb, form of Gk glossa 
tongue, as gloss'(o)-eyigl6tt'ic of tongue & 
epiglottis, glossm'is; also of gloss1, as 
glossog'rapher commentator, glossdl'ogy 
terminology. 

gl5tt'|is, n. Opening at upper part of 
windpipe & between vocal chords, affect¬ 
ing modulation of voice by contracting 
or dilating. Hence ~al (~al stop, sound 
produced by the sudden explosive release 
of breath from behind the closed ~is), 
~IC, aa. [Gk glottis (glotla var. of glossa 
tongue)] 

glove (-iiv), n., & v.t. 1. Covering of 
leather, cotton, silk, wool, or formerly 
steel, for the hand, usu. with separated 
fingers (throw down, take up, the ~, make, 
accept, challenge; fit like a ~, exactly; 
hand 1 in or <& ~); (also boxing-~) padded 
~ for boxing (take off, without, etc., the ~s, 
of arguing or contending in earnest, 
mercilessly, etc.); ~-fi,ght, fight with 
boxing-~s; —sponge, in shape of ~; 
~-stretcher, instrument for enlarging ~- 
-fingers; hence ~'less (-iivl-) a., glo'vER1 

(3) (-iiv-) n. 2. v.t. Provide with —-s. [OE 
glof, ON old ft, perh. f. Gmc *galofo (ga- 
= Y-, cf. Goth, lofa hand)] 

glow (-6), v.i., & n. 1. Be heated to 
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incandescence, throw out light & heat 
without flame; shine like thing intensely 
heated; show warm colour; burn with 
bodily heat or emotional fervour (with)-, 
—worm, coleopterous insect with winged 
male & wingless female, the latter 
emitting green light at tail; hence 
~'ingLY2 adv. 2. n. ~ing state (in a ~, 
all of a hot or flushed); brightness & 
warmth of colour, e.g. red of cheeks; 
ardour, passion; —lamp, with carbon 
etc. incandescent under electrio current. 
[OE glowan, OS glojan, OHG gluoen, ON 
gloa] 

glower (-owt), v.i. Stare, scowl, (usu. at). 
Hence ~'ingLY2 adv. [orig. uncert.; 
perh. var. of 14th c. glare, (Sc. dial.), or f. 
obs. (ME) glow stare-|--er 6 ] 

gloxin'ia, n. American tropical plant 
with large bell flowers of various colours. 
[B. P. Oloxin botanist c. 1785 + -IA1] 

gloze, v.i. & t. || Comment (up)on (arch.); 
palliate, explain away, extenuate, (usu. 
over); talk speciously, use fair words, 
fawn. Hence gloz'ingLY2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF gloser f. glose f. L f. Gk glossa (foreign) 
tongue or word; cf. gloss1] 

glucln'um (-obs-), n. White metal ob¬ 
tained from beryl, beryllium, [f. Gk glu- 
kus sweet (some compds of it being sweet) ] 

glu'cose (gldo-), n. (chem.). Grape-sugar 
or dextrose, commercially prepared 
from starch and other carbohydrates 
by hydrolysis. Hence glucos'ic a., 
glu'cosiDE n., (gldo-). [F, f. Gk gleukos, 
see -ose2] 

glue (-do), n., & v.t. 1. Hard brittle brown¬ 
ish gelatin made by boiling hides & bones 
& used warm for uniting substances; 
adhesive or viscous substance got from 
other sources (fi,sh, vegetable, casein, resin, 
~); ~-pof, with outer coat holding water 
to heat ~; hence —-'y2 (glbo'i) a. 2. v.t. 
(part, gluing). Fasten or join (as) with ~; 
attach tightly or closely (eye, ear, ~d to 
the keyhole). [ME, f. OF glu f. LL glus 
glutis ] 

glum, a,. Sullen, looking dejected or dis¬ 
pleased. Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 
[rel. to dial, glum vb frown, var. of gloume 
GLOOM2] 

glume (-oom), n. (bot.). Chafflike bract in 
inflorescence of grasses & sedges; husk of 
grain. Hence glumA'CEOUS, glumosE'1, 

aa., (-oom-). [f. L gluma] 
glut, v.t. (-tt-), & n. 1. Feed (person, 
stomach) or indulge (appetite, desire) to 
the full, overload with food (lit. or fig.), 
satiate, cloy; choke up, fill to excess; 
overstock (market) with goods. 2. n. Full 
indulgence, one’s fill, surfeit; supply ex¬ 
ceeding demand (a ~ in the market), [n. 
f. vb ME f. OF gloutir swallow f. L 
gluttire] 

glu'tlen (glob-), n. Sticky substance, 
whence ~imzE(3) v.t., ~inotrs a.. ~- 
inousLY2 adv.,~inos,iTY n., (-do-); viscid 
animal secretion; nitrogenous part of 

gnat 

flour remaining as viscid substance when 
starch is washed out. [F, or f. L, genit. 
-inis, glue] 

glutt'on, n. Excessive eater, gormand¬ 
izer ; greedy reader of books, person with 
great appetite for work; voracious animal 
of weasel kind but larger, wolverene. 
Hence or cogn. ~ize(2) v.i., ~ous a., 
~ously2 adv., ~Y1 n. [ME, f. OF glulon, 
-uni. L gluttonemnom. -o(glut ire swallow)] 

gly'cerinate, v.t. Treat with glycerine 
(esp. vaccine lymph), [-ate3] 

gly'cer|ine (-en), -in, n. Colourless sweet 
liquid got from any fatty substance, 
liquid or solid, by saponification, used as 
ointment, as vehicle for drugs, in ex¬ 
plosives, etc. Hence glyce'ric a. (chem.), 
~ate3 (3), ~ide, ~yl, nn„ ~o- comb, 
form. [f. F -ine f. Gk glukeros sweet, 
-IN] 

gly'cerol, n. (chem.). (Name preferred in 
scientific use for) glycerine, [prec., -ol(1)] 

glyco-, comb, form, irreg. for glycy-, of 
Gk glukus sweet, also used in names of 
chem. compounds containing glycerol or 
other substance in glyc-. 

glyc'ogfen, n., glycogen'ic, a., (chem.). 
(Substance) producing glucose in animal 
tissues. So glycoGEN'Esis n. [prec., 
-GEN(l) ] 

glyc'61, n. Any of_ the fatty diatomic 
alcohols. Hence glycol(l)'ia a. [glyco-, 
-ol(1)] _ 

glycon'ic, a. & n. (Gk & L pros.). (Line, 
metre) normally of the form (~ “”v *). 
[Glukon Gk poet, -ic] 

glycosur'lia, n. (path.). Diseased condi¬ 
tion with sugar in the urine. Hence ~ic 
a. [F glycose glucose, Gk ouron urine, 
-IA1] 

glyph'ograph (-ahf), glyphog'raphy, 

nn. (Plate or copy, -ph, made by) electro¬ 
type process giving raised copy of 
engraved plate for use in letterpress 
printing (-y). So glyph'ograph (-ahf) 
v.t. & i., glyphoG'iUPHEK n., glypho- 

graph'ic a. [f. Gk gluphe carving (glupho 
carve), -graphy] 

glyp'tic, a. Of carving esp. on precious 
stones, [f. Gk gluptikos (glupho carve, -ic) ] 

glyp'todon, n. Extinct S.-Amer. quad¬ 
ruped allied to armadillos with fluted 
teeth, [f. Gk gluptos carved (as prec.) + 
odous -ontos tooth] 

glyptfig'raphy, n. Art & science of gem- 
-engraving. [as prec., -graphy] 

•G-man, n. (si.). Federal criminal investi¬ 
gation officer. [Government] 

gnarled (ndrld), gndrl'y (n-), aa. (Of 
tree; & fig.) covered with protuberances, 
twisted, rugged, [var. of obs. knurled, f. 
knurl knob ( = MLG, MDu., MHG knorre); 
-ED2, -Y2] 

gnash (n-), v.i. & t. (Of teeth) strike 
together; grind the teeth, grind (the 
teeth), [var. of (north.) ME gnast, rel. to 
ON gnastan (imit.)] 

gnat (n-), n. Small two-winged fly of 
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which female has blood-sucking pro¬ 
boscis ; (as type) insignificant annoyance, 
tiny thing, (strain at ~, be scrupulous 
about trifles). [OE gnsett, cogn. w. LG 
gnatte, G dial, gna.tze] 

gnath'ic (n-), a. Of jaws. [Gk gnathos 
jaw, -ic] 

gnaw (n-), v.t. & i. (p.p. ~ed, ~n). Bite 
persistently, wear away thus (often 
avail, off, in two, etc.; also intr. with at, 
into); (of destructive agents, pain, etc.) 
corrode, waste awav, consume, torture. 
Hence ~'Ingr.Y2 adv. [OE, OS, OHG 
gnagan, ON gnaga] 

gneiss (gnis, nls), n. (geol.). Laminated 
rock of quartz, feldspar, & mica. Hence 
~'ic,~'oid,~'ose1, ~'Y2, aa. [G] 

gnSm'e1 (n-; also n5m), n. Maxim, apho¬ 
rism. [f. Gk gnome (gignosko know)l 

gnome8 (nom), n. Diminutive spirit of 
subterranean race guarding treasures of 
earth (cf. sylph, salamander, nymph), 
goblin, dwarf. Hence gnom'iSH1 (n-) a. 
[F, f. mod. L gnomus (Paracelsus), perh. 
irreg. or erron. for genomos (Gk ge earth, 
-nemos dwelling)] 

gnom'ic (n-), a. Of, consisting of, using, 
gnome's, sententious; (Gram.) ~ aorist, 
used without past sense to express a 
general truth, e.g. men were deceivers ever. 
[also 17th c. -ical f. LL f. Gk gnomikos 
(gnome1, -ic)] 

gnom'on (n-), n. Pillar, rod, pin or plate 
of sundial, showing time by its shadow 
on marked surface; column etc. used 
in observing sun's meridian altitude; 
(Geom.) part of parallelogram left when 
similar one has been taken from its 
corner. Hence gnomSn'ic (n-) a. [F, or 
L f. Gk gnomon indicator etc. (gignosko 
know) ] 

gnos'is (n-), n. Knowledge of spiritual 
mysteries; Gnosticism. [Gk (-0-), = 
knowledge, as prec. ] 

gnos'tic (n-), a. & n. 1. Relating to know¬ 
ledge, cognitive; having esoteric spiritual 
knowledge; of the Gnostics, occult, 
mystic. 2. n. (usu. pi.; (?~) early Chris¬ 
tian heretic(s) claiming gnosis, whence 
~ism(3) n., ~ize(2, 3, 4) v.i. & t., (n-). [f. 
LL f. Gk gnostikos (as prec., -ic) 1 

gnu(nu), n. Oxliko antelope. [Hottentot] 
go1, v.i. & t. (went, gone pr. gawn, g6n; 
2nd sing, goest, 3rd goes pr. goz & arch. 
goeth). 1. Start, depart, move, continue 
moving, with self-originated or imparted 
motion, from some place, position, time, 
etc. (often not specified because obvious, 
whereas the goal etc. is always specified 
if it matters; cf. come). 2. Journey, 
travel, proceed, progress, (going strong, 
with vigour; he will go far, reach distinc¬ 
tion; go easy, straight.-, go west, si., be 
killed or die; go the pace ; went miles 
round; go a walk, journey, voyage; go 
the same, the shortest, way). 3. (Of line 
etc.) lie, point, in certain direction. 4. Be 
guided by, act in harmony with, judge or 

act upon, (a good rule to go by, have 
nothing to go upon-, always goes with his 
party, promotion goes by favour-, go with 
tide or times, do as others do). 5. Be 
habitually in specified state (go hungry, 
armed, in rags, in fear of one’s life-, six 
months etc. gone with child, having spent 
that time in gestation). 6. Be moving, 
acting, working, etc. (Who goes there?, 
sentry’s challenge; o going concern, 
business in working order; clock does not 
go, goes well-, tongue goes nineteen to the 
dozen). 7. Make specified motion (go like 
this with your left foot). 8. (Of bell, strik¬ 
ing clock or hour, gun, etc.; also with 
interjections of sound as go bang, crack) 
sound (go phut, si., collapse). 9. (Of time) 
pass, elapse. 10. Be current (the sovereign 
went anywhere; the story goes, it is said); be 
known by, or under, the name of; be on the 
average (is a good actor as actors go nowa¬ 
days). 11. (Of document etc.) run, have 
specified tenor. 12. (Of verse, song) be 
rhythmical, bo adaptable to a tune. 13. 
(Of events) turn out well, ill, hard, 

etc., (of election etc.) issue for or against, 
(of constituency, politician, voter) take 
certain course or views (Liverpool went 
Labour; America went dry, adopted pro¬ 
hibition of intoxicants; case goes by default, 
takes its course against absent party; 
dinner, play, went well, succeeded; goes 
without saying). 14. Begin motion (Go!, 
starter’s word in race: here goes!). 15. 
Get away free, unpunished, etc. 16. Be 
sold (go cheap, for 2/6, etc.; going !, gov,e /, 
auctioneer’s announcement that bidding 
is almost, quite, closed). 17. (Of money) 
be spent (often in books etc.) 18. Bo 
relinquished, abolished, or lost (Greek, the 
carriage, must go; my sight, our trade, is 
going; vxxt wicket went for nothing), 19. 
Die (esp. in p.p.; & in many phrr., as go 
the way of all the earth or pop. of all flesh, 
to a better world, to one’s account or oum 
place, aloft, off the hooks, etc.). 20. Fail, 
give way, succumb, break down, crack. 
21. Make way to, towards, into, etc. (go to 
Jericho, II Bath, blazes, hell, etc., be off 
out of speaker’s presence; go to Canossa, 
humble oneself after recalcitrance, w. ref. 
to Emperor Henry IV in 1077; go to the 
devil 1; which way goes to Bristol; go to a 
ball, to church, market, etc., attend it; go 
to school, get instruction; go to the bar, 
to sea, become barrister, sailor; go on the 
stage, the streets, become actor, prostitute; 
go to stool). 22. Proceed to do (went to 
find him), and do (esp. colloq. = be so 
foolish as to do; also vulg. have been & 
gone <£■ done it, made a blunder etc.), 
(a-)doing, on pilgrimage, an errand, the 
spree, etc. 23. Act as bail (for person; 
also abs. in parenthesis I’ll go bail, I 
assure you). 24. Have recourse, refer, 
appeal, to (|| go to the country, test 
opinion by general election; go to war, 
work, etc.; vulg., would not go to or for to 
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do it, be so inconsiderate etc. as to). 
25. Carry action to certain point (went 
all lengths; will go so far as to say; will go 
as high as £100, in bidding or offering 
price; go halves or shares, share equally 
with, or abs.; went to great expense, 
trouble, etc.; go the whole hog ; go better or 
one better, outbid or outdo adversary). 
26. Penetrate, sink, (ship went to the 
bottom-, goes to one’s heart, grieves him); 
find room, (of number) be capable of 
being contained in another either without 
remainder or simply, (will not go into or 
in the basket; 6 into 12 goes twice, into 5 
will not go, into 13 goes twice and one over; 
thread too thick to go through needle). 
27. Belong in receptacle, on shelf etc. 
28. Pass, be allotted, etc., to person (of 
prize, victory, inheritance, office, etc.), 
be applied to purpose, contribute to or 
towards result, amount together to (12 
inches go to the foot), tend to show etc. 
29. Reach, extend, (the difference goes 
deep; as, so, far as it goes, caution against 
taking statement too widely; goes a long 
etc. way, has great etc. effect towards, 
also of food, money, etc., lasts long etc., 
buys much etc.). 30. Pass into certain 
condition (go brown, blind, mad, to seed-, 
go hot & cold, have accesses of fever or 
shame: go to pieces, break up). 31. v.t. 
Bid, declare, as ~ nap3, two spades. 32. 
Phrr.: ~ native, (of a white man) adopt 
the uncivilized mode of life of the natives 
among whom he lives; go sick (Mil.), enter 
oneself on the sick list; (si.) go it, act 
vigorously, furiously, etc., indulge in 
dissipation; go it alone, act by oneself or 
without support; going fifteen etc., in one’s 
fifteenth etc. year; going to, about to, 
intending to (used as fut. part.); be gone, 
take oneself off; gone, dead (often dead <£• 
gone)-, gone on (si.), infatuated with; far 
gone, very ill, deeply entangled; go fetch t 
(order to dog). 33. With prepp.: go about, 
set to work at; go at, attack, take in hand 
energetically; go behind (decision etc.), 
re-examine grounds of; go for, go to fetch, 
pass or be accounted as nothing, little, 
etc., be applicable to, strive to attain, 
(si.) attack; go into, enter (profession, 
Parliament), frequent (society), take part 
in, allow oneself to pass into (hysterics 
etc.), dress oneself in (mourning etc.), 
investigate; go off one’s head 1; go on, 
become chargeable to (parish, relief fund, 
etc.); go over, inspect details of, rehearse, 
retouch; go through, discuss in detail, 
scrutinize, perform, (ceremony, recitation, 
etc.), undergo, (of book) be sold out in (so 
many editions); go up the line (Mil.), leave 
the base for the front; go with, be con¬ 
comitant of, take same view as, match, 
follow the drift of; go without, not have, 
put up with want of. 34. With adw.; 
go about, move from place to place, 
endeavour to do; go ahead, proceed with¬ 
out hesitation; go along with, = go with; 

goad 

go back from or upon one’s word etc., fail 
to keep it; go by, pass; go down, sink (of 
ship), be continued to specified point, fall 
before conqueror, be recorded in writing, 
be swallowed, find acceptance with, II leave 
university; go in, enter as competitor (go 
in & win!, form of encouragement), 
(Cricket) take or begin innings, (of sun 
etc.) be obscured; go in for, take as one’s 
object, pursuit, style, principle, etc.; go 
off, leave the stage, begin, explode, die, 
gradually cease to be felt, deteriorate, 
become unconscious in sleep, faint, etc., 
be got rid of by sale, succeed well, badly, 
etc.; go on, continue, persevere, (doing, 
with, in, or abs.), proceed as next step to 
do, conduct oneself shamefully etc., rail at 
(colloq.), appear on stage, begin bowling, 
take one’s turn to do something, (colloq. 
in imperat.) don’t talk nonsense; going on 
for, approaching (a time, age, etc.); go 
out, leave room or house, fight duel, be 
extinguished, leave office (of Govern¬ 
ment), cease to be fashionable, depart 
to colony etc., (esp. of girls) leave home 
for employment usu. as governess etc., 
mix in society, (of workmen) strike, (of 
heart etc.) expand -with love etc. to per¬ 
son, play first 9 holes in round of golf; 
go over, change one’s party or religion; 
go round, pay informal visit to, be long 
enough to encompass, (of food etc.) 
suffice for whole party; go through with, 
complete, not leave unfinished; go to 
(imperat.; arch.), interjection of remon¬ 
strance, incredulity, impatience, etc.; go 
together, be concomitant, match ; go under, 
sink, fail, succumb. 35. Comb.: go-ahead, 
enterprising; go-as-you-please, unfettered 
by regulations; go-between, intermediary, 
negotiator; go-by, passing (usu. in give the 
go-by to, outstrip, leave behind, elude, 
disregard, cut, slight); go^cart, wheeled 
frame for teaching child to walk, kind of 
perambulator, litter, palankeen, hand¬ 
cart ; go-off', start (usu. at the first go-off); 
go-to-meeting, (of hat, clothes, etc.) fit or 
kept for going to church in. [OE, OS 
gdn, OHG gdn, gen f. Gmc *gai-, *gse-] 

go2, n. (pi. goes). Act of going (come-&-go, 
traffic, movement to & fro); mettle, 
spirit, dash, animation; (colloq.) em¬ 
barrassing turn of affairs (here’s, what, 
a go !; a rum go); (colloq.) success (make a 
go of it); turn at doing something (have a 
go at)-, portion of liquor or food served; 
(Cribbage) player’s inability to play, 
counting one to opponent; (colloq.) 
it’s no go, nothing can be done; (colloq.) 
all or quite the go, in fashion; (colloq.) near 
go, close shave; (colloq.) on the go, in 
motion, also in a state of decline; II little- 
-go. [f. prec. ] 

goad, n., & v.t. 1. Spiked stick used for 
urging cattle; thing that torments, in¬ 
cites, or stimulates. 2. v.t. Urge with ~ ; 
irritate; instigate, drive, by annoyance 
(often on; also to do, into doing, to or 



into fury etc.). [OE gad, cogn. w. Lom¬ 
bard gaida arrowhead f. Gmc "gaido] 

goal, n. Point marking end of race; 
object of effort or ambition; destination; 
posts between which bail is to be driven 
in football etc., points so won (drop2, 

make, score, a ~); (Rom. Ant.) pillar at 
turning-point in chariot race; keeper, 
player stationed to protect~; —line, line 
between each pair of ~ -posts produced as 
end-boundary of field of play (cf. T0T7CH- 
-line). Hence ~'ie [-Y3] n. (colloq.), 
~keeper. [ME gol (once) limit, common 
from 16th c., of unkn. orig. ] 

goat, n. Hardy lively wanton usu. horned 
& bearded ruminant quadruped (sheep & 
~s, the good & the wicked, see Matt. xxv. 
32, 33); (pi.) sub-family to which ~ 
belongs; zodiacal sign Capricorn (G~); 
licentious person; get one’s~ (si.), irritate 
one; play the giddy~; ~ -god, Pan; ~'herd, 
one who tends ~s; ~'beard, meadowsweet, 
also salsify; ~'skin, (garment, bottle, 
made of) skin of ~; sucker, nocturnal 
bird resembling swift; ~’s wool, non- 
-existent thing. Hence ~'ish1, ~'y2, aa., 

~'ishLY2 adv., ~'ishNESS n. [OE gat, 
OS get, OHG geiz, ON geit, Goth, gaits f. 
Gmc *gaitaz cogn. w. L haedus kid] 

goatee', n. Chin-tuft like goat’s beard. 
[-EE] 

goat'ling, n. Goat 1-2 years old. [-ling1] 

gob1, n., & v.i. (vulg.). 1. Clot of slimy 
substance, e.g. spittle; mouth. 2. v.i. 
(-bb-). Spit. [f. OF gob mouthful] 

*gob2, n. (si.). Sailor, 
gobang', n. Game played on chequer- 
-board. [f. Jap. goban f. Chin, k’i pan 
chessboard] 

gobb'et, n. (arch.). Piece, lump, esp. 
of raw flesh or food; extract from a text 
set for translation or comment. [ME, f. 
OF gobet (gob*, -et1)] 

gob'ble1, v.t. & i. Eat hurriedly & 
noisily; || stitch, one made too long 
from hurry. Hence gobb'ler1 [-er1] n. 
[perh. f. gob1 + -le(3)] 

gob'ble2, n. (golf). Rapid straight putt 
into the hole. [perh. f. prec. ] 

gob'ble2, v.i. (Of turkey-cock) make 
characteristic sound in throat; make 
such sound when speaking, from rage 
etc. Hence gobb'ler2 n., turkey-cock, 
limit. ] 

•gob'bledegook' (-beldi-), -dy-, n. (si.). 
Pompous official jargon. limit, of turkey - 
-cock ] 

gob'elin, a. G~ tapestry, made, or imitated 
from that made, at the State factory in 
Paris called Gobelins after its founders, 

gobe'mouche (gOb'mdosh), n. (pi. ~s 
pr. like sing.). Credulous newsmonger, 
[f. F gobe-mouches lit. fly-catcher (gober 
swallow, mouches flies) ] 

gob'let, n. (Arch.) metal or glass drink¬ 
ing-cup, bowl-shaped & without handles, 
sometimes with foot & cover; (poet.) 
drinking-cup; (commerc.) glass with foot 

god 

& stem. [ME, f. OF gobelel, dim. of gobel 
of unkn. orig. ] 

gob'lin, n. Mischievous ugly demon. 
[ME, f. OF gobelin, med. L gobelinus, of 
obsc. orig.] 

gob'y, n. Small fish with ventral fins 
joined into a disc or sucker, [f. L gobius, 
co-, f. Gk kobios gudgeon ] 

gdd1, n. 1. Superhuman being worshipped 
as having power over nature & human 
fortunes, deity, (~ of heaven, Zeus, 
Jupiter; ~ of hell, Dis, Pluto; ~ of the sea, 
Poseidon, Neptune;~ of day, sun, Apollo, 
Phoebus; ~ of fire, Hephaestus, Vulcan; 
~ of war, Ares, Mars; ~ of love, blind ~, 
Eros, Cupid; ~ of wine, Bacchus;~ of this 
world, the Devil; Ye ~s!, Ye ~s <& little 
fishes !, mock-heroic exclamations; feast, 
sight, for the ~s, something exquisite etc.). 
2. Image, animal, or other object, wor¬ 
shipped as symbolizing, being the visible 
habitation of, or itself possessing, divine 
power; an idol. 3. Adored, admired, or 
influential person. 4. (theatr., pi.). 
Occupants of gallery. 5. (.God). Supreme 
being. Creator Sc Ruler of universe, (God, 
often the Lord God, Almighty God, God 
Almighty, God llie Lather, Son, Holy 
Ghost, Persons of Trinity; act1 of God; 
with God, dead & in heaven; God's truth, 
the absolute truth; God’s earth, the whole 
earth; God’s (own) country, alleged 
description of the U.S. by Americans; 
oh, my, good, etc., God I, exclamations of 
pain, grief, or anger; God bless, damn, 
help, you!, him!, etc., God forbid!, grant 
—.', prayers or imprecations; God bless 
me!, my life!, my soul!, you!, etc., 
exclamations of surprise; God willing, if 
circumstances allow; under God, used to 
qualify attribution of full agency to man; 
thank God!, parenthetic expression of 
pleasure at turn of events etc.; God knows, 
it is beyond mortal or my knowledge, I 
do not know, (also) I call God to witness 
that; for God’s sake, with urgent petitions; 
by God, confirmatory oath; so help1 me 
God !). 6. father, mother, parent, 
~’papa, ~’mamma, sponsor at baptism, 
& so of the converse relation child, 
son, daughter; father (fig.), person 
after whom person or thing is named, 
(vb) be responsible for, give one’s name 
to; fearing, sincerely religious; ~- 
forsaken, devoid of all merit, dismal 
(what a ~forsaken hole!); God’man', 
Christ; God’s-acre (imit. of German), 
churchyard; God’s book, Bible; ~'send, 
unexpected welcome event or acquisi¬ 
tion ; God’s image, human body; ~speed’, 
utterance of words God speed you !, usu. 
in bid person ~speed, wish him success 
in undertaking, journey, etc. Hence 
~'hood, ~’skip, nn., ~'\vard adv. & a., 
~'WARD3 adv. [OE, OS, ON god, OHG 
got, Goth, guth f. Gmc "gutham] 

god2, v.t. (rare; -dd-). Deify; ~ it, play 
the god. [f. prec. ] 
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gddd'ess, n. Female deity in polytheism 
(esp., in Latin mythol.: ~ of heaven, hell, 
love, wisdomn, moon, corn, war, Juno, Pro¬ 
serpine, Venus, Minerva, Diana, Ceres, 
Bellona); woman one adores, [-ess1] 

gS'det (-da), n. Triangular piece of stuff 
inserted in a dress, glove, etc. (also 
attrib., as ~ skirt). [F] 

gode'tia (-sha), n. Free-flowering hardy 
annua] plant. [Godet Swiss botanist, -ia1] 

god'head (-Sd), n. Being God or a god, di¬ 
vine nature, deity; the G~, God. [-HP,ad] 

god'less, a. Without a god; not recog¬ 
nizing God; impious, wicked. Hence 
~NESS n. [-LESS] 

god'like, a. Resembling God or a god in 
some quality; fit for, like that of, a god. 
[-LIKE] 

god'lly, a. Religious, pious, devout. 
Hence ~Iness n. [-LY1] 

godown', n. (Anglo-Ind.). Warehouse in 
parts of Asia, esp. India, [f. Malay godong ] 

god'wit, n. Wading bird like curlew but 
with slightly upcurved bill. [orig. unkn.] 

go'er, n. Person, thing, that goes {good, 
slow, etc., ~; comers <£• ~s). [-ER1 ] 

goes, goest, goeth. See go1. 

Goethian (gdrt'ian), a. & n. (Follower) of 
Goethe, like Goethe, his writings, views, 
etc. [J. W. von Goethe, German poet 
1749-1832, -IAN] 

gof'er, ‘gau'fre (gof'er), n. Thin batter- 
-cake stamped with honeycomb pattern 
by the irons it is baked in. [f. F gaufre 
honeycomb, gofer, see wafer, waffle] 

gof(f)'er, goph'er, gauff'er, (go-, g<5-), 
v.t., & n. 1. Make wavy, flute, crimp, 
(lace edge, trimming, etc.) with heated 
irons; ~ed edges of book, embossed. 
2. n. Iron used for ~ing; ornamental 
plaiting used for frills etc. [f. F gaufrer 
stamp with patterned tool, f. gaufre 
(prec.)] 

•gS-gett'er, n. (colloq.). One who secures 
what he sets out to get; pushing person, 
thruster. [GO1, get1, -er1 (1)] 

gog'gle, v.i. & t., a., & n. 1. Squint, roll 
eyes about (or with eyes as subj.), (of 
eyes) project; turn (eyes) sideways or 
from side to side. 2. adj. (Of eyes) pro¬ 
tuberant, full & rolling; so —eyED2 

(-gel-id) a. 3. n. pi. Kind of spectacles for 
protecting eyes from glare, dust, etc., 
often with coloured glasses, wire gauze, 
etc.; (si.) round-lensed spectacles; sheep 
disease, staggers, [a. & n. f. vb, 14th c. 
prob. f. imit. base *gog (cf. jog) + -le(.3)] 

gog'let, gugg'let,n. (Anglo-Ind.). Long- 
-necked vessel usu. of porous ware for 
keeping water cool. [f. Port, gorgoleta] 

Goid'el, n. Member of gadhelio races. 
Hence (= gadhelic) Goidel'ic a. & n. 
[f. OIr. Goidel] 

go'ing, n. In vbl senses; esp.: condition 
of ground for walking, riding, etc.; (for 
a-going, & now regarded as part.) in 
action (set the clock ~), existing, to be 
had, (one of the best fellows ~; there is cold 

golden 

beef ~); ~s-on, (usu. strange, such, etc.) 
behaviour. [ -ing 1 ] 

goi'tre (-ter), n. Morbid enlargement of 
thyroid gland, often showing as large 
pendulous swelling in neck, bronchocele, 
dewlap. Hence goi'trED2 (-terd) a. [F, 
back formation f. goitreux ult. f. L gultur 
throat, -ous] 

goit'rous, a. Affected with, like, of, (of 
places) characterized by prevalence of, 
goitre, [f. F goitreux see prec. ] 

Golcon'da, n. Mine of wealth (lit. or 
fig.), [old name of Hyderabad] 

gold, n. & a. 1. Precious yellow non- 
-rusting malleable ductile metal of high 
specific gravity (as good as ~; go off ~, 
abandon the ~ standard); coins made 
of this, money in large sums, wealth; 
(fig.) brilliant, beautiful, or precious 
things, stuff, etc. (a heart, voice, of ~; age 
of — golden age; she is pure ~ ; all that 
glisters or glitters is not ~); the metal used 
for coating surface or as pigment, gild¬ 
ing; the colour of the metal (old ~ n., 
dull brownish-golden yellow; old-~ adj., 
thus coloured); bull’s eye of archery 
target (usu. gilt). 2. ~ amalgam, ~ com¬ 
bined with mercury in plastic state; ~- 
-beater, one who beats ~ out into ~-leaf; 
~-beater’s skin, membrane used to 
separate leaves of ~ during beating, also 
as covering for slight wounds; ~ bloc (of 
countries with currencies tied to ~); ~ 
brick (orig. U.S. si.), thing with only a 
surface appearance of value, sham, fraud; 

crest, very small bird with golden crest; 
~-digger, one who digs for ~, *(sl.) 
coquette who wheedles money out of 
men; ~ in fine particles as often 
found; ~-fever, rage for going in search 
of ~; field, district in which ~ is found; 
~’finch, bright-coloured song-bird with 
patch of yellow on wings; ~'fish, small 
red Chinese carp kept for ornament; — 
-foil, ~-leaf, ~ beaten into thin sheet, -foil 
being the thicker; lit. & fig. 
source of wealth; ~ plate, vessels made of 
~; ~-rush, a rush to some new ~-field; 

smith, worker in ~ (~smilh beetle, with 
—coloured wing-covers); 11 Gold Stick, 
(bearer of) gilt rod borne on State occa¬ 
sions by colonel of Lifeguards or captain 
of Gentlemen-at-arms. 3. adj. Wholly 
or chiefly of, coloured like, ~ ; (of sums in 
depreciated currencies) reckoned at par 
(~ francs etc., the stated amount at the 
nominal undepreciated value of the franc 
etc.). [OE, OS, OHG gold, ON gull, Goth. 
gulth f. Gmc *gultham; cogn. w. yellow ] 

gol'den, a. Made, consisting, of gold (G~ 
fleece ; ~ key, money used to remove 
obstacle); abounding in, yielding, gold; 
coloured, shining, like gold; precious, 
excellent, important, (~ opinions, high 
respect; ~-mouthed, eloquent; a ~ 
remedy, opportunity, saying-, the ~ rule, 
that in Matt. vii. 12; ~ mean, neither too 
much nor too little, principle of modera- 
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tion; ~ number, named as important in 
fixing Easter, year’s number in Metonio 
lunar cycle of 19 years; ~ age, first of 
four ages, see brazen1, when men were 
happy & innocent, also most prosperous 
period of nation’s condition or literature); 
~ balls, = three ball's; ~-eye, kind of 
sea-duck; Horn, curved inlet of 
Bosporus, the harbour of Istanbul; 
\\~-knop, ladybird; ~ rain, kind of 
firework; —rod, plant with rod-like 
stem & spike of bright yellow flowers; 

State, California; II ~ syrup ; ~ 

wedding, fiftieth anniversary- [-EN 5, 
replacing gilden f. OE gylden] 

gSl'dilocks, n. Kinds of plant, esp. a 
species of buttercup, [f. obs. goldY2, 
LOCK1] 

golf (also g5f), n., & v.i. 1. Game for two 
persons or couples in which a small hard 
ball is struck with clubs having wooden 
or metal heads into each of a series of 
(18 or 9) holes on smooth greens at varying 
distances apart and separated by fair¬ 
ways, rough ground, hazards, ‘ etc., the 
object being to hole the ball in the fewest 
possible strokes; ~-clu6, implement used 
in striking ball, (premises occupied by) 
association for playing ~. 2. v.i. Play 
~, whence gSl'fER1 (also g5f-) n. [15th c. 
Sc., of unkn. orig.] 

Goli'ath, n. Giant; ~ beetle, large 
African black white-striped beetle; ~ 
(crane), powerful travelling crane. [1 
Sam. xvii] 

goll'iwog, n. Grotesque usu. black doll; 
bugbear, [orig. unkn.] 

goll'y, int. (Used, esp. by Negroes, for) 
God, by God. [deformation of GOD] 

II golosh. See galosh. 
golup'tious (-shtts), golop-, a. (joc.). 

Luscious, delightful, [joc. lor voluptuous] 
II gdmbeen', n. (Anglo-Ir.). Usury (— 
-man, money-lender), [f. Ir. gaimbin perh. 
f. same OCelt. as med. L cambium change ] 

gom(b) roon', n. Persian pottery, imitated 
in Chelsea ware, [town on Persian gulf] 

Gomo'rrab, n. (Type of) wicked town. 
[Gen. xviii, xix] 

-gon, suf. f. Gk -gonos -angled, forming 
nn. as hexagon, polygon, n-gon, figure 
with six, several, n, angles, 

gon'ad, n. (bid.). Undifferentiated germ- 
-gland, serving both as ovary & sper¬ 
mary. [f. Gk gone, gonos, generation, 
seed, +-ad] 

gdn'dola, n. Light flat-bottomed boat 
with cabin amidships & high point at 
each end worked by one oar at stem, 
used on Venetian canals; car suspended 
from airship. [It.] 

gondolier', n. Sculler of gondola. [F, f. 
It. gondoliere (prec., -ier)] 

gone (gawn, gbn), a. In vbl senses; esp.; 
lost, hopeless, (a ~ man, also gon'ER1 
(gaw-) n., si.; a ~ case, coon); past, by¬ 
gone, (usu. past & ~); ~ on (si.), ena¬ 
moured of. [p.p. of GO] 

gon falon, n. Banner, often with stream¬ 
ers, hung from cross-bar, esp. as standard 
of some Italian republics, [f. It. gon- 
falone f. WG "gundfano (*gund- war, fano 
banner) ] 

gonfalonier', n. Standard-bearer; (hist.) 
chief magistrate in some Italian repub- 
lies. [F, or f. It. -iere (preo., -ier)] 

gong, n., & v.t. 1. Metal disc with turned 
rim giving resonant note when struck; 
saucer-shaped bell; (si.) medal. 2. v.t. 
(Of motoring-traffic police) direct (motor¬ 
ist) to stop by striking ~. [f. Malay gong] 

gon'gorism (-ngg-), n. A Spanish literary 
style marked by inversion, antithesis, & 
classical allusion, corresponding to 
euphuism in England. [Gongora y Argote, 
Sp. poet, 1561-1627, + -ISM] 

gdniom'eter, n. Instrument for measur¬ 
ing angles. So gonion'ETRY n., gonio- 
met'ric(AL) aa. [F (-metre), f. Gk gdnia 
angle, -meter] 

gonorrhoe'la (-oreo), n. Inflammatory 
discharge of mucus from urethra or 
vagina. Hence ~al (-re'al) a. [LL, f. Gk 
gonorrhoia (gonos seed, rhoia flux)] 

good, a. (better, best), & n. 1. Having the 
right qualities, satisfactory, adequate, 
(a ~ fire, not too small or dull; meat 
keeps ~, untainted; ~ soil, fertile; not ~ 
enough, colloq., not worth doing, accept¬ 
ing, etc.; ~ money, genuine; as con¬ 
ventional epithet in the ~ ship —, the ~ 
town of —; ~ law, valid, sound; is ~ 
eating etc., attractive to eat etc.). 2. Com¬ 
mendable (esp. in ~ men & true; ~ old 
— !, colloq. form of approval; that’s a ~ 
uni. si., a lie worth telling; also in 
courteous, patronizing, ironically polite, 
or indignant address, as my ~ friend, man, 
sir, or in polite or indulgently contemp¬ 
tuous description, as your ~ lady, the ~ 
man; the ~ people, fairies; of — family, 
well-born; in ~ spirits, not depressed; 
a ~ leg, well shaped). 3. Right, proper, 
expedient, (it is ~ to be here; I thought, it 
seemed, ~ to do something; also abs. as 
excl. of approval or consent). 4. Morally 
excellent, virtuous. 5. Kind, benevolent, 
(so of God etc., esp. in prayers & ex¬ 
clamations, as ~ God.', ~ heavens!, ~ 
gracious l; 6e so ~ os, ~ enough, to, = 
please to; how ~ of you!; did me a ~ 
turn or office-, has always been ~ to me; 
say a ~ word for, commend, defend). 
6. (Esp. of child) well behaved, not giving 
trouble, (often as ~ as gold). 7. Gratify¬ 
ing, agreeable, favourable, advantageous, 
beneficial, wholesome, (~ news; things 
are in ~ train, going well; so in forms of 
greeting or parting, as ~ morning, || ~ 
day, ~ night; have a ~ time, enjoy oneself; 
have a ~ night, sleep well; a ~ saying or 
story or thing, as ~ as a play, amusing; 
oil is ~ for bums; beer is not ~ for him 
or his health; are acorns ~ to eat ?; take 
in~ part, not be annoyed at). 8. Adapted 
to an end, efficient, suitable, competent. 
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(esp. with agent-nouns, as a ~ driver; 
~ at describing etc.; has been a ~ wife 
to him). 9. Reliable, safe, sure, (a~ man, 
financially sound, able to meet liabilities; 
~ debts, sure to be paid; a ~ life, likely 
to last long, such as insurance office will 
accept; ~ for an amount, safely to be 
trusted to pay it, also of draft etc., drawn 
for so much ; ~ for, inclined for, up to, as 
~ for a ten-mile walk). 10. Valid, sound, 
thorough, ample, considerable, (gave her 
a ~ beating; did it for ~ reasons; rule 
holds a ~ excuse; a ~ deal1, few, 

many ; have a ~ mind, be much inclined 
to do; often as intensive before adj., as 
went a ~ round pace, will take a ~ long 
time). 11. Not less than {played for a ~ 
hour; it is three miles ~ from the station). 
12. As~ as, practically {he as~ as toldme 
so; as ~ as dead; it is as ~ as done); make 
~, compensate for, pay (expense), fulfil 
(promise), effect (purpose), demonstrate 
(statement), substantiate (charge), gain & 
hold (position), replace or restore (thing 
lost or damaged), (without obj.) accom¬ 
plish what one has attempted. 13. ~ 
breeding, correct or courteous manners; 
~ fellow, virtuous man, sociable person, 
agreeable companion, ~-fellowship, con¬ 
viviality, sociability; ~-for-nothing, •— 
-for-nought, aa. & nn., worthless (person); 
<?~ Friday ; ~ humour, cheerful mood or 
disposition, amiability, whence ~-hum- 
ourED2 a., ~-hum'ourediY2 (-merdli) 
adv.; ~-look'ing, handsome; looking, of 
virtuous appearance; ~ looks, personal 
beauty; ~ luck, being fortunate, happy 
chance, (often ~ luck to you!, as wish); 
|| ~'man (arch.), head of household, hus¬ 
band, father, etc.; ~ money (colloq.), high 
wages; II ~ morrow (arch.), = ~ morning; 
~ nature, kindly disposition, willingness 
to postpone one’s own interests, whence 
~-na'turED2 a., ~-na'turedLY2 adv.; 
—neighbourhood, -neighbourliness, -neigh¬ 
bourship, friendly conduct; ~ sense, 
soundness of judgement, practical wis¬ 
dom ; ~ temper, freedom from irritability, 
whence—tem'perED2a.,—tem'pered- 
ly2 adv.; ~ thing, anything one approves 
of, advantageous bargain or speculation, 
witty saying, (pi.) dainties; II ~'wife, 
mistress of house (esp. Sc.). 14. n. 
Virtuous persons {the ~; ~ & bad alike 
respect him). 15. What is ~ or bene¬ 
ficial, well-being, profit, benefit, advan¬ 
tage, (is a power for ~; deceive him for his 
~; what ~ will it do ?; much ~ may it do 
you !, often iron.; do ~, show kindness to, 
act philanthropically, be beneficial to or 
benefit; to the~, as balance on right side, 
net profit, something extra, etc.; come 
to ~, yield ~ result; for ~, for ~ & all, 
permanently, finally, definitively; be any, 
some, no, much, ~, be of any etc. use; 
what is the ~ of it?; what ~ is it?). 16. 
Desirable end or object, thing; worth 
attaining; no —, some mischief {is up to, 

goose 

after, no ~). 17. pi. Movable property; 
merchandise, wares, {piece of ~s, joc., 
person); || things for transmission by rail 
etc. (opp. passengers; so agent, station, 
tram, etc.; by ~s, by ~s train). Hence 
~,ish1(2) a. [OE, OS god, OHG guot, ON 
gothr, Goth, goths f. Gmc *godhaz cogn. 
w. gadh- in gather] 

good-bye', int. & n. (Saying of) farewell, 
[contr. of God be with you!, with good 
substituted on anal, of good-night etc.) 

good'lly, a. Comely, handsome; of con¬ 
siderable size etc.; (iron.) fine, grand. 
Hence ~iNESS n. [OE godlic (good, -ly1)] 

gobd'ness, n. Virtue; positive or com¬ 
parative excellence; benevolence, kind¬ 
ness, generosity, (have the ~, be kind 
enough to); w^hat is good in thing, its 
essence or strength; (in exclamations, 
substituted for) God (~ gracious!, excl. 
of surprise or indignation; ~ knows, I do 
not know, I appeal to Heaven to witness; 
I Irish to ~ ; thank ~ I; for ~’ sake). [OE 
godnes (good, -ness)] 

goodwill', n. Kindly feeling to person, 
favour; cheerful acquiescence, heartiness, 
zeal; established custom or popularity of 
business etc.; privilege granted by seller 
of business, of trading as recognized 
successor. 

Gdod'wins, n. pi. The ~, the Goodwin 
sands, [place] 

Good'wood, n. (Used for) race-meeting 
on course near ~ Park, Sussex (~ cup, 
chief prize at this), [place] 

good'y1, n. (arch.). Elderly woman of 
lower class (often as prefix to surname), 
[for good wife, cf. hussy ] 

good'y2, n. A sweet, bonbon. [-Y3] 

good'jl3, gdod'y-gdody, a. Primly, pre¬ 
tentiously, inopportunely, obtrusively, 
weakly, or sentimentally virtuous (talk 
—,in~manner). Hence gbbd'iNESSn. [-Y3] 

goof, n. (si.). Silly or stupid person. Hence 
~'y2 a. (si.), silly, [var. of dial, goff (16th 
c.) f. E goffe] 

goog'ly, n. (cricket). Off-break ball 
bowled with leg-break action, [orig. unkn.] 

*goon, n. Person hired by racketeers to 
terrorize workers; stupid person, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

gdosan'der, n. Duck with sharp serrated 
bill. [app. f. goose after bersander] 

goose, n. (pi. geese pr. ges). 1. Kinds of 
web-footed bird between duck & svran in 
size, female of this (opp. gander), its flesh, 
(all his geese are swans, he over-estimates; 
kill the ~ that lays the golden eggs, sacri¬ 
fice future profit to present necessities; 
cook2 person’s ~; say bo to ~; sauce 
for ~ is sauce for gandf.r). 2. Simpleton, 
whence goos'eY3 n. 3. Tailor’s smoothing 
iron (with handle like ~’s neck; pi. ~s). 
4. fox 1 & geese; || -—club, for providing 
poor people with Christmas ~ paid for by 
small instalments; ~-flesh, rough brist¬ 
ling state of skin produced by cold or 
fright; ~-foot, kinds of plant named from 
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shape of leaves; —grass, cleavers: ~'herd, 
one who tends geese; ■—quill, quill- 
-feather of ~ esp. used as pen; —skin, 
= —flesh; —step, balancing-drill taught 
to army recruits & much used in German 
army. [OE gos, OHG gans, ON gas f. 
Gmc *gans- cogn. w. L anser, Gk khen] 

goose'berrly (-zb-), n. (Edible berry of) 
any thorny species of Ribes; wine made of 
~ies; play ~y, act as chaperon, play pro¬ 
priety, for pair of lovers; —y-FOOL2. [16th 
c., perh. f. prec., but cf. contemporary 
groser (F groseille)] 

|| gbose'gog (-zg-), n. (colloq.). Goose¬ 
berry. [joc.] 

gopher1. See goffer. 
goph'er2, n. American burrowing rodent; 

N.-American ground-squirrel; nocturnal 
burrowing land-tortoise of Southern U.S. 
[orig. unkn.] 

goph'er3, n. Tree from wood of which 
Noah’s ark was made; (*~-wood) tree 
yielding yellowish timber. [Heb. ] 

gor'al, n. An Indian antelope, [native 
name ] 

gor'cock, n. Male of the red grouse. 
[gor- of unkn. orig.] 

Gdrd'ian, a. ~ knot, intricate knot, 
difficult problem or task, (cut the ~ knot, 
solve problem by force or by evading 
the conditions), [f. Gordius, who tied the 
knot cut by Alexander the Great, -f-an] 

gore1, n. Blood jsbed & thickened or 
clotted. Hence gor'y2 a., gor'iLY2 adv. 
[OE gor dung, dirt, = OHG, ON gor, Du. 
goor] 

gore2, n., & v.t. 1. Wedge-shaped piece of 
cloth adjusting width of a garment; tri¬ 
angular or lune-shaped piece in umbrella, 
balloon, dome, globe, etc. 2. v.t. Shape, 
narrow, with [OE gara triangular 
piece of land, = OHG gero, ON geire, 
cogn. w. OE gar spear, w. ref. to shape of 
spearhead] 

gore3, v.t. Piece with the horn or (rarely) 
tusk (also transf. of rocks piercing ship). 
[15th c. Sc. & north, gorre, of unkn. orig.) 

gorge1, n. (Rhet.) internal throat; what 
has been swallowed, contents of stomach, 
(cast the ~ at, reject with loathing; one’s 
~ rises at, one is sickened or disgusted 
by); (Fortif.) neck of bastion or other 
outwork, rear entrance to a work; 
narrow opening, usu. with stream, be¬ 
tween hills; solid object meant to be 
swallowed as bait for fish. [ME, f. OF f. 
LL gurga, -es gullet, belly, f. L gurges 
abyss ] 

gorge2, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Feed greedily; 
satiate, glut; swallow, devour greedily; 
fill full, distend, choke up. 2. n. Act of 
gorging, surfeit. [ME, f. OF gorger (prec.)] 

gob'geous (-jus), a. Richly coloured, 
sumptuous, magnificent; (of diction) 
ornate, dazzling. Hence~LY2adv.,~NESS 
n., (-jus-), [earlier gorgayse, -yas f. OF 
gorgias of unkn. orig.] 

gor'get1, n. (Hist.) piece of armour for 

gospel 

throat, woman’s wimple; necklace; patch 
of colour on throat of bird etc.; ~ patch, 
distinguishing mark on collar of military 
uniform, [f. OF gorgete (gorge1, -et1)] 

gor'get2, n. (surg.). Channel-shaped steel 
instrument used in operations for stone 
etc. [f. F gorgeret (gorge1, as tubular)] 

Gof'glo, n. (pi. -os). (Gipsy for) non-gipsy. 
[Romany] 

gorg'on, n. (Gk Myth.) one of three 
snake-haired women (esp. medusa) whose 
looks turned any beholder to stone; 
terrible or ugly person, repellent woman. 
Hence gorgon'iAN a. [f. L Gorgo -onis f. 
Gk Gorgo (gorgos terrible) ] 

gojtgSn'ia, n. (pi. -iae, -ias). Sea-fan, 
kind of polyp, [prec., as hardening in 
air, + -ia 1 ] 

gorg'onize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Stare at like 
gorgon. J-ize ] 

Gorgonzol'a, n. A rich veined cheese. 
[~ in Italy] 

gorill'a, n. Large powerful ferocious 
arboreal anthropoid ape. [Afr. for wild 
man in Gk account of Hanno’s voyage 
5th or 6th c. B.C.] 

gSrm'andlze, -ise (-iz), n., & v.i. & t., 
gourmandise (see Ap.), n. 1. Habits of 
a gourmand, indulgence in good eating, 
gluttony. 2. vb. Eat, devour, voraci¬ 
ously, whence gorm'andizER1 n. [vb f. 
n., f. F gourmandise (gourmand, -ise)] 

gorm'less, a. (colloq.). Foolish, lacking 
sense, [orig. gaumless f. dial, gaum under¬ 
standing, 4--LESS] 

II gorse, n. Prickly yellow-flowered shrub, 
whin, furze. Hence gors'y2 a. [OE gorst 
cogn. w. OHG gersta, L hordeum, barley] 

Gors'edd (-edh), n. Meeting of Welsh 
bards & druids (esp. as daily preliminary 
to the eisteddfod). [W, = session ] 

II gosh, int. (Also by~) by God. [for God] 
gos'hawk (-s-h-), n. Kinds of large sliort- 

- winged hawk. [OE gos-hafoc (GOOSE, 
HAWK)] 

Gosh'en, n. Place of light or plenty. [Gen. 
xlv. 10 etc., Exod. viii. 22, ix. 26] 

gos'ling (-z-) n. Young goose, [-ling1] 
gos'pel, n. 1. Glad tidings preached by 
Christ; religious doctrine of Christ & his 
apostles, Christian revelation; protestant 
or evangelical doctrine (opp. mass); 
record of Christ’s life in books of four 
evangelists; any of those books; portion 
from one of them read at Communion 
service. 2. Thing that may safely be 
believed (takes his dreams for ~); principle 
that oneacts upon, believes in, orpreaches 
(the ~ of efficiency, laissez faire, soap & 
water). 3. —book, containing ~s read at 
Communion; ~ oath, sworn on the ~s; 
II;—shop, Methodist chapel; ~ side, N. 
side of altar, at which ~ is read; ~ truth, 
truths contained in something as 
true as ~. [OE godspel, orig. godspell 
(good tidings; spell1), rendering LL bona 
annuntiatio, bonus nuntius = evangelium 
evangel ; early assoc, w. god god] 
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gos'peller, n. Reader of gospel in Com¬ 
munion service; hot ~, zealous puritan, 
rabid propagandist. [-ER1] 

goss'amer, n. & a. 1. Light filmy sub¬ 
stance, the webs of small spiders, floating 
in calm air or spread over grass; a thread 
of this; something flimsy; delicate gauze; 
hence ~ed2 (-erd), ~y2, aa. 2. adj. Light 
& flimsy as [ME gossamer app. = 
goose-summer or St Martin’s summer, 
i.e. early November when geese were 
eaten, ~ being most seen then] 

goss'ip, n., & v.i. 1. || (Arch.) familiar 
acquaintance, friend, (esp. of women); 
idle talker, newsmonger, tattler; idle talk, 
groundless rumours, tittle-tattle; easy 
unconstrained talk or wilting esp. about 
persons or social incidents; hence ~ry(4, 
5) n., ~Y2 a. 2. v.i. Talk idly or lightly, 
tattle; write in gossipy style; hence ~- 
ER1 n. [earlier senses, sponsor, felloic- 
-sponsor, one’s child’s sponsor, at baptism,; 
OE godsibb person related to one in God; 
see sib ] 

gossoon', n. (Anglo-Ir.). Lad. [f. F 
gargon ] 

got, past & p.p. of get. —up, factitious, 
artificially produced, adorned, etc., with 
a view to effect or deception. 

Goth, n. One of a German tribe wbo 
invaded Eastern & Western Empires in 
3rd-5th cc. & founded kingdoms in 
Italy, France, & Spain; rude, uncivilized, 
or ignorant person, esp. one who destroys 
works of art (cf. vandal), whence ~'ish1 
a. [OE Ootan (pi.), ON Gotar, Goth. 
*Gutos or *Gutans; ME Gothe f. LL Gotlii, 
Gk Golthoi] 

Got'ham (-tam), n. Typical foolish town 
(wiseman of~, fool); *(colloq.) New York 
City (usu. pr. go'tbam). Hence~lTE1(l)n. 
[perh. f. the village in Notts. ] 

Goth'ic, a. & n. 1. Of the Goths or their 
language. 2. (archit.). In the pointed- 
-arch style prevalent in Western Europe 
in 12th—16th cc., including in England the 
Early English. Decorated, & Perpendi¬ 
cular (orig. sense not classical). 3. Bar¬ 
barous, rude, uncouth. 4. (Print., a. & n.) 
German, also black-letter, (type); hence 
Goth'iCALLY adv., ~ism(2, 3, 4) n., ~ize(2, 
3) v.i. & t. 5. n. ~ language; ~ architec¬ 
ture;-^ type. [f. F gothiqueovljljgothicus 
(GOTH, -ic)] 

gott'en, p.p. (arch., & U.S.) of get1. 
gouache (gob'ahsh), n. Way of painting 

in opaque colours ground in water & 
thickened with gum & honey. [F, f. It. 
guazzo] 

Goud'a, n. Flat round cheese made at 
— in Holland, [place] 

gouge (gowj, gooj), n., & v.t. 1. Concave- 
-bladed chisel used in carpentry & 
surgery. 2. v.t. Cut with ; cut out (a 
cork, a channel) (as) with ~; force (out, 
esp. person’s eye with thumb) (as) with 
~; force out eye of. [F, f. LL gubia]^ 

goulash (gdbiahsh), n. 1. Highly 

government 
seasoned stew of steak and vegetables. 
2. (Contract Bridge) re-deal of the four 
hand3 (unshuffled, but with each hand 
arranged in suits and order of value), 
[f. Magyar gulyds-hils f. gulyds herdsman 
-f hils meat] 

gourd (gord, goord), n. (Large fleshy fruit 
of) kinds of trailing or climbing plant; 
rind of the fruit emptied, dried, & used 
as bottle etc., whence ~'ful(2) n. [ME, f. 
F gourde f. L cucurbita\ 

gourmand (goorm'and, & see Ap.), a. & n. 
1. Gluttonous, fond of eating. 2. n. (Usu. 
as F) lover of delicate fare, judge of good 
eating; greedy feeder, glutton. Hence 
~ism(2) (goor-) n. [15th c. f. OF, alt. f. 
gorrnet gourmet] 

gourmandise. See gormandize. 

gourmet (goorm'a), n. Connoisseur of 
table delicacies, esp. of wine. [F, see 
GOURMAND] 

gout, n. 1. Paroxysmal disease with in¬ 
flammation of smaller joints, esp. that 
of great toe, & chalk-stones (rich, poor, 
man’s ~, ascribed to over, under, -feed¬ 
ing & drinking). 2. Wheat-disease caused 
by ~-fly. 3. Drop, splash, or spot. Hence 
~'Y2 a. (~ies as n. pi., overshoes), ~'ily2 
adv., ~'iness n. [ME, f. OF goute f. L 
gutla drop w. ref. to medieval theory of 
flowing down of humours] 

go'vern (gti-), v.t. & i. I. Rule with 
authority, conduct the policy, actions, & 
affairs, of (State, subject) despotically or 
constitutionally; regulate proceedings of 
(corporation etc.; body, managers 
of hospital, school, etc.); be in military 
command of (fort, town). 2. Exercise 
function of government in person (king 
reigns but does not ~, merely selects 
those w'ho are to ~). 3. Sway, rule, influ¬ 
ence, regulate, determine, (person, his 
acts, course or issue of events); be the 
predominating influence. 4. Conduct 
oneself in some way; curb, bridle, (one’s 
passions, oneself). 5. Constitute a law, 
rule, standard, or principle, for; serve to 
decide (case). 6. (Gram., esp. of vb or 
prep.) have (noun, case) depending on it, 
require (a certain case). Hence ~able a., 
~aBiL'iTY n. [ME, f. OF governor f. L 
gubernare steer, govern, f. Gk kubernao 
steer] 

go'vernance (gu-), n. Act, manner, fact, 
or function, of governing, sway, control. 
[ME, f. OF governance (prec., -ance)] 

go'verness (gu-), n. Female teacher, 
instructress, esp. of children in private 
household; II—car(t), light two-wheeled 
vehicle with side seats face to face, 
[earliergovcrncresst. OF (governor, -ess1)] 

go'vernment (gu-), n. (More modern 
word for) governance ; portion of country 
ruled by a governor, province; system 
of governing, form of polity; body or 
successive bodies of persons governing 
a State, the State as an agent, an ad¬ 
ministration or ministry (|| form a of 
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Prime Minister selecting colleagues); 
(Gram.) relation between GOVERNing & 

other word; II G~ house, official residence 
of governor; G~ paper, securities, bonds, 

exchequer bills, etc., issued by ~. Hence 
governmen'tAL a., govemmen'talLY2 
adv., (gu-). [OF (-ement), see govern, 

-ME NT] 
go'vcrnor (gu-), n. 1. One who governs, 
ruler; official appointed to govern 
province, town, etc., representative of 
Crown in dominion (G~ General) or colony; 
executive head of each of U.S.; officer 
commanding fortress or garrison; head, 
or one of governing body, of institution; 
official in charge of prison. 2. One’s em¬ 
ployer, one’s father, sir, (sl.,freq. guv'nor). 
3. (mech.). Automatic regulator of supply 
of gas, steam, water, etc., to machine, 
ensuring even motion. 4. Kind of flshing- 
-fly. 5. ~ general, ~ with deputy ~s under 
him, whence •—gen'eralsinp n. Hence 
~SfflR(l, 2) n. [ME, f. OF governeor f. L 
gubernatorem (govern, -or)] 

|| gow'an, n. (Sc.). Daisy, [prob. var. of 

dial, golland & connected w. dial, gold, 
OE golde, marigold, perh. f. gold] 

gowk, n. (Dial.) cuckoo; awkward or 
half-witted person, fool. [ME goke f. ON 
gaukr = OE geac, OHG gouh f. Gmo 
*gaukaz] 

gown, n., & v.t. Loose flowing upper 
garment, esp. woman’s dress (usu. of 

dress with pretensions to elegance, or 

in comb, as lea, dinner, -~), frock; 
ancient Roman toga (arms, gown, war Sc 
peace); official or uniform robe of various 
shapes worn by alderman, judge, lawyer, 
clergyman, member of university, college, 
or school, etc. (town & ~, non-members 
& members of university at Oxf. & 
Camb.); ~ s'man, civilian, member of 

university; (vb, chiefly in p.p.) attire in 
~. [ME, f. OF goune f. med. L gunna fur 
garment (cf. Byz. Gk gonna fur)] 

goy, n. (Yiddish for) Gentile. [Heb., 
= nation] 

Graaf'ian (-rahf-), a. ~ follicle, vesicle, 
one of small sacs in mammal ovary in 
which ova are matured. [R. de Graaf, 
Dutch anatomist d. 1673, -ian] 

grab, v.t. & i. (-bb-), & n. 1. Seize 
suddenly; appropriate rapaciously; cap¬ 
ture, arrest; make snatch at; hence 
(-)~b,ER1 n. 2. n. Sudden clutch, grasp, 
seizure, or attempt to seize; practice of 
~bing, rapacious proceedings esp. in 
politics or commerce; (mech.) device 
or implement for clutching; children’s 
card game. [n. f. vb; f. MLG, MDu. 
grabben; cl. grip2, gripe, grope] 

grab'ble, v.i. Grope about, feel for some¬ 
thing ; sprawl on all fours (often for some¬ 
thing). [f. Du. grabbeln (prec., -le(2))] 

grace, n., & v.t. 1. Pleasing quality, 
attractiveness, charm, esp. that belonging 
to elegant proportions or ease & refine¬ 
ment of movement, action, expression, or 

manner, whence ~'ful a., ~'fulr.Y2 adv., 
~'fulNESS n., (-sf-). 2. Becomingness, air 
with which something is done, (cannot with 
any ~ ask him; have the~ to, do something 
that decency requires; with a good ~, as 
if willing; with a bad ~, reluctantly, 
ungraciously). 3. Attractive feature, 
accomplishment, ornament, (airs & ~s, 
behaviour put on with a view to effect 
or attraction). 4. (Mus.; also ~-note, 
■notes) embellishment of extra note(s) 
not essential to harmony or melody. 
5. (Gk Myth.) the G~s, three beautiful 
goddess sisters (Aglaia, Euphrosyne, 
Thalia), the bestowers of beauty & charm. 
6. Favour, benignant regard or its mani¬ 
festation, on part of superior (be in one’s 
good ~s, enjoy his favour or liking). 7. 
Unconstrained goodwill as ground of 
concession (act of~, privilege, concession, 
that cannot be claimed as right, Sc see 
below; by the ~ of God, appended to royal 
titles); boon. 8. II (Uniw.) permission of 
Congregation, also of College or Hall, to 
take degree, dispensation from statutes. 
9. (theol.). Unmerited favour of God, 
divine regenerating, inspiring, & streng¬ 
thening influence, condition (also state of 
~) of being so influenced, divinely given 
talent etc., (the —th year of ~, with date 
= a.d. ; in this year of ~, usu. iron., when 
Christianity has been so long established). 
10. Favour shown by granting delay (give 
a day’s, year’s, etc., ~; days of time 
allowed by law for payment of bill of 
exchange—in Britain three days—or 
insurance premium after it falls due). 
11. Mercy, clemency, (Act of ~, formal, 
esp. general, pardon by Act of Parlia¬ 
ment; & see above). 12. Short thanks¬ 
giving before or after meal (—cup, cup of 
wine etc. passed round after ~, parting 
draught). 13. ]\ His, Her, Your,G~, forms 
of address or description for duke, duch¬ 
ess, or archbishop. 14. v.t. Add ~ to, 
adorn, set off with; confer honour or 
dignity on, honour with title etc.; do 
credit to. [ME, f. OF grace f. L gratia 
(gratvs pleasing, grateful) ] 

grace'less (-si-), a. Unregenerate, de¬ 
praved, (arch, or joc.); wanting sense of 
decency, unabashed; without charm or 
elegance (rare); ~ florin (of 1849, on which 
the letters D.G. were omitted). Hence 
~LY2_adv.,~NESS n. [-less] 

gra'cile, a. Slender; (erron.) gracefully 
slight. Hence gracil'iTY n., slenderness, 
(of literary style) unornamented simpli¬ 
city. _ [f. L gracilis slender] 

gra'cious (-shws), a. & int. 1. Agreeable, 
pleasing, (arch.); kindly, benevolent, 
courteous, (chiefly poet.); condescending, 
indulgent & beneficent to inferiors, (of 
exalted persons, or sarcastic or joc.; 
esp. as polite epithet of royal persons or 
their acts; the ~ speech from the throne); 
(of God) dispensing grace, merciful’ 
benignant; hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n.. 
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(-shits-). 2. int. (EHipt. for ~ God, as good) 
~ my ~ !, excll. of surprise (also in ~ 
met, ~ goodness!). [ME, f. OF, f. L 
gratiosus (grace, -ous)] 

grac'kle, n. Kinds of bird allied to jack¬ 
daw. [ult. f. L graculus jackdaw] 

gradate', v.i. & t. (Cause to) pass by 
imperceptible degrees from one shade of 
colour to another; arrange in steps or 
grades, [back formation f. foil. ] 

grada'tion, n. (Usu. pi.) stage(s) of 
transition or advance; series of degrees 
in rank, merit, intensity, divergence, etc., 
(pi.) such degrees; arrangement in such 
degrees; (Fine arts) insensible passing 
from one shade, tone, etc., to another; 
(Philol.) ablaut. Hence ~al a., ~ali.Y2 
adv., (-shon-). [f. L gradatio (gradus step, 
-ATION) ] 

grade, n., & v.t. 1. Degree in rank, 
proficiency, quality, value, etc., class 
of persons or things alike in these; ‘class, 
form, in school. 2. (Cattle-breeding) 
variety produced by crossing native stock 
with superior breed. 3. (Zool.) group 
supposed to have branched from parent 
stock at same stage of development. 4. 
(Philol.) relative position in ablaut-series. 
5. Gradient, slope, rate of ascent or 
descent, (on the up, down, ~, rising or 
falling, lit. & fig.; *make the ~, succeed). 
6. v.t. Arrange in ~s, class, sort; blend so 
as to affect ~ of; colour with tints passing 
into each other. 7. Reduce (road, canal, 
etc.) to easy gradients. 8. (Cattle-breed¬ 
ing) cross with better breed (~ up, im¬ 
prove thus). 9. (Philol., in pass.) be 
changed by ablaut, [vb f. n., F, f. L 
gradus step ] 

II grade'ly (-dll), a. (obs. exc. dial.). 
Excellent, thorough; handsome, comely; 
real, true, proper. [ME grcithlic f. ON 
greUhligr (greiihr = OE gersede ready, 
-iy1)] 

grad'ient, n. II Amount of slope, inclina¬ 
tion to the horizontal, in road, railway, 
etc.; proportional rise or fall of thermo¬ 
meter or barometer in passing from one 
region to another, [perh. formed on 
grape after salient] 

grad'in(e) (also -aden'), n. One of series 
of low steps or tier of seats; ledge at back 
of altar, [f. It. gradino (grado grape)] 

grad'ual1, n. Respond sung between 
Epistle & Gospel in the service of the 
Mass, [so called as sung at steps of altar 
or while deacon mounted ambo; f. med. 
L graduate neut. adj. as n., see foil. & 
GRAIL1] 

grad'ual2, a. Taking place by degrees, 
slowly progressive, not rapid, steep, or 
abrupt; ~ -psalm, = song of degrees. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. med. L 
gradualis (L gradus -us step, -al)J 

grad'uand, n. (Sc.), One about to receive 
an academic degree, [f, med. L gradu- 
andus gerundive of graduare gradu¬ 
ate1] 

grad'uate1, n. One who holds academic 
degree; chemist’s graduated measuring - 
-glass. [f. med. L graduatxis (foil., -ate2)] 

grad'u|ate2, v.i. & t. Take, admit to 
(chiefly U.S.), academic degree, (transf.) 
qualify or perfect oneself as; mark out 
in degrees or portions; arrange in grada¬ 
tions, apportion incidence of (tax) accord¬ 
ing to a scale; pass away by degrees, 
change (intr.) gradually into; concentrate 
(solution) by evaporation. Hence~A'TiON, 
-'■a to it, nn. [f. med. L graduare (gradus 
-us step), -ATE3] 

grad'us, n. Dictionary of Latin prosody 
used in schools to help in writing Latin 
verse, [for ~ ad Parnassum step to 
Parnassus ] 

Gr(a)e'cism (gre-), n. A Greek idiom, esp. 
as imitated in another language; Greek 
spirit, style, mode of expression, etc., 
imitation of these, [f. F grdcisme or med. 
L graecism.us (Graecus Greek, -ism)] 

Gr(a)e'cize (gre-), -ise (-Iz), v.t. & i. Give 
a Greek cast, character, or form, to; 
favour, imitate, the Greeks, [f. L graeci- 
zare (prec., -ize)] 

Gr(a)e'co- (gre-), comb, form of L Graccus 
Greek, as ~-Roman. Hence ~man'ia(c) 
nn., ~phil a. & n. 

graffl'to (-fe-), n. (pi. -ti, pr. -tc). Drawing 
or writing scratched on wall etc., esp. on 
ancient wall as at Pompeii; decoration 
by scratches through plaster showing 
different-coloured under-surface. [It.] 

graft1 (-ah-), n., & v.t. 1. Shoot or scion 
inserted in slit of another stock, from 
which it receives sap; (Surg.) piece of 
transplanted living tissue; process of 
~ing; place where ~ is inserted. 2. v.t. 
Insert (scion) as ~ (in, into, on, upon, 
together); (fig.) insert or fix in or upon so 
as to produce vital or indissoluble union; 
insert ~(s); insert ~(s) upon (stock); 
(Surg.) transplant (living tissue); (Naut.) 
cover (ring-bolt etc.) with weaving of 
small cord; ~ing-clay, -irax, composition 
for covering united parts of ~ & stock. 
[15th c. for earlier graff n. & v. f. OF grafe 
f. L f. Gk graphion stilus (grapho write)] 

|| graft2 (-ah -), n. Depth of earth that may 
be thrown up at once 'with spade; 
crescent-bladed spade, [cogn. w. grave2] 

‘graft3 (-ah-, n., & v.i. (colloq.). 
Illicit spoils in connexion with politics or 
business, practices intended to secure 
these; (vb) seek, make, ~, whence -^'er1 
n. [orig. unkn.] 

grail1, n. = gradual1. [ME, f. OF graet 
f. eccl. L gradate var. of graduate gra¬ 
dual1] 

grail2, n. (Also Holy or saint ~, or 
sangreal) platter used by Christ at Last 
Supper, & in which Joseph of Arimathea 
received his blood at the Cross, [ME, f. 
OF graal etc. f. med. L gradalis dish, of 
unkn. orig.; cf. sangrail, -greal] 

grail3, n. Comb-maker’s file. [f. F grele 
(greler make thin f. grele adj. f. L gracilis)] 
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grain, n., & v.t. & i. l.A fruit or com of a 
cereal; (collect, sing.) wheat or the allied 
food-grasses or their fruit, corn, a 
particular species of com; ~ elevator; 

(pi.; also ~s of Paradise or Guinea ~s) 
capsules of W.-Afr. plant used as spice 
& drug; (pi.) refuse malt after brewing or 
distilling. 2. Small hard particle of sand, 
gold, salt, gunpowder (large, small, -~ 
■powder), incense, etc. 3. Smallest unit of 
weight, l/480of oz. Troy, l/437.5ofoz.av., 
smallest possible quantity (without a ~ 
of vanity, love, etc.). 4. (Hist.) kermes, 
cochineal, or dye made from either of 
these (dye in ~, dye in kermes, dye in any 
fast colour, dye in the fibre or thoroughly; 
in ~, thorough, genuine, by nature, down¬ 
right, indelible); (poet.) dye, colour. 
5. Granular texture, roughness of surface, 
mottling; texture, arrangement & size of 
constituent particles, in flesh, skin, wood, 
stone, etc.; lines of fibre in wood giving 
a pattern, lamination or planes of cleav¬ 
age in coal, stone, etc.; (fig.) nature, 
temper, tendency, (against the~, contrary 
to inclination). 6. ~ -leather, dressed with 
the ~-side (on which the hair was) out; 
~-sicfc n., cattle-disease, distension of 
rumen; hence ~'less, -~'y2, (-)~ed2 
(-nd), aa. 7. vb. Form (t. & i.) into ~s; 
dye in ~; give granular surface to; 
remove hair from (hides); paint in imita¬ 
tion of ~ of wood or marble; hence 
~'er1(1, 2) n. [ME, f. OF f. L granum, 
& f. OF graine f. Rom. *grana collect, 
fern., orig. neut. pi. of L granum] 

grains (-z), n. Forked fish-spear or har¬ 
poon. [orig. pi. of obs. grain fork, prong, 
f. ON grein division; now used as sing.] 

graip, n. (Sc.). A three- or four-pronged 
fork U3ed for lifting dung or digging 
potatoes etc. [f. ON greip corresp. to OE 
gray grasp] 

grallator'ial, a. (zool.). Of the Grallatores 
or long-legged wading birds, [f. L gral- 
lator stilt-walker (grallae stilts)] 

grall'och (-ox, see Ap.), n., & v.t. Dead 
deer’s viscera; (vb) disembowel(deeretc.). 
[f. Gael, grealach intestines] 

gram1, n. Chick-pea; any pulse used as 
horse-fodder, [f. Port, grao f. L granum 
grain] 

gram2, gramme, n. Unit of mass in 
metric system, the thousandth part of the 
international prototype ‘kilogramme’ 
held in the custody of the Bureau Inter¬ 
national des Poids et Mesures at SCvres 
near Paris; gram-force, unit of force, that 
force which when applied to a body of 
mass one ~ imparts thereto the standard 
acceleration of exactly 980-665 centi¬ 
metres per second squared. [F (-me), f. 
LL f. Gk gramma small weight, see -gram] 

-gram, suf. (chiefly) f. Gk gramma -atos 
(grapho write, -M) thing written, letter 
of alphabet, forming nn. (1) prepositional 
compds f. Gk (anagram, diagram, epi¬ 
gram), (2) n. compds (chronogram, logo¬ 

grampus 

gram), (3) compds Of Gk numeral with 
gramma or with gramme line, where Gk 
would have -grammon neut. adj., (4) tele¬ 
gram (1857), violating Gk anal., suggested 
cablegram. 

gram'a, gramm'a, n. (Also ~ grass) 
kinds of low pasture grass in VV. & S.W. 
parts of U.S. [f. Sp. grama] 

II gram'arye, n. (arch.). Magic, necro¬ 
mancy. [ME, f. AF gramane learning, 
GRAMMAR] 

II gramer'cy, int. (arch.). Thank you. 
[ME, f. OF grant merci (God give you) 
great reward (grand, mercy)] 

gramina'ceous (-shws), gramin'eous, 
aa. Of, like, grass, grassy. So grami- 
niv'OROUS a. [f. L gramen -inis grass, 
-aceous, & L gramineus (-EOUS)] 

gramm'alogue (-6g), n. (shorthand). 
Word represented by single sign; letter 
or character standing for word, logogram, 
[irreg. f. Gk gramma (-gram), logos word] 

gramm'ar, n. Art & science dealing with 
a language’s inflexions or other means of 
showing relation between words as used 
in speech or writing, & its phonetic 
system (usu. divided into phonology, 
accidence, & syntax; general, philo¬ 
sophical, or universal ~, science of the 
distinctions of thought recognized & 
variously expressed in the grammatical 
systems of actual languages; historical ~, 
study of the development of a language’s 
inflexions & syntax; comparative ~, 
study of the relation between two or 
more ~s); treatise or book on ~; per¬ 
son’s manner of using grammatical forms, 
speech or writing regarded as good or 
bad by the rules of ~, what is correct 
according to those rules; body of forms & 
usages in a language (Latin ~); elements, 
rudiments, of an art or science; ~-school, 
II school founded about 16th c. for teach¬ 
ing Latin, of which many are now of the 
public-school type. Hence~LESSa. [ME, 
f. OF gramaire irreg. f. L f. Gk grammatike 
(tekhne art) of letters (gramma see -gram)] 

grammar'ian, n. One versed in grammar, 
philologist. [ME, f. OP’ gramarien (prec., 
-IAN)] 

grammat'iclal, a. Of grammar (~al 
gender, determined by form not sex; ~oZ 
sense, literal, irrespective of other con¬ 
siderations than the rules of grammar); 
conforming to the rules of grammar, or to 
the formal principles of an art, so (f. earlier 
grammalic)~ize(3) v.t. Hence—alLY* adv. 
[f. F, or LL grammaticalis (grammar, -al)] 

gramme. See gram2. 

gram'ophone, n. Phonograph of the 
kind using flat discs for its reproduction 
of sound, [irreg. form made bv inverting 
phonogram] 

gram'pus, n. Kinds of blowing spout¬ 
ing blunt-headed dolphin-like cetacean; 
person who breathes loud. [16th c. 
graundepose f. 14th c. grapeys f. OF 
grapois f. L crassus piscis fat fish ] 
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granadill'a, gre-, n. Kinds of passion- 
-flower. [Sp., dim. of granada pome¬ 
granate] 

gran'ary, n. Storehouse for threshed 
grain; region producing, & esp. exporting, 
much corn. [(. L granarium (granum 
grain, -ary1); cf. garner] 

grand, a. & n. 1. (In official titles) chief 
over others, of highest rank, (G~ Almoner, 
Falconer, etc., holders of old offices still 
existing; G~ cross1; G~ Duke, Duchess, 
hist., ruler of some European States called 
G~ Duchy, also child of Tsar, whence 
G~duc'iL a.; ~ duke, also, great horned 
owl; Master, head of military order 
of knighthood, head of Freemasons or of 
one of their provinces, & of Oddfellows 
etc.; G~ Vizier, chief minister of a 
Moslem country, esp. formerly of Turkish 
Empire). 2. (Law) great, principal, (opp. 
petty, common; ~ assize, inquest, jury). 
3. Of most or great importance (that is the 
~ question; made a ~ mistake), final, 
summing up minor constituents, (~ total; 
~ finale; the ~ sum or result of his achieve¬ 
ments). 4. (Distinguishing parts of large 
building) main (the ~ staircase, entrance, 
etc.). 5. (In F phrases or imitations) great 
(~ army, G~ Canal, G~ Hotel; G~ Fleet, 
main British fleet in the war of 1914-18). 
6. Conducted with solemnity, splendour, 
etc.; fine, splendid, gorgeous. 7. Be¬ 
longing to high society, distinguished, 
(do the ~, put on airs); imposing, im¬ 
pressive, great & handsome. 8. Dignified, 
lofty, in conception, treatment, or ex¬ 
pression (~ style, fitted for great subjects); 
morally imposing, noble, admirable, (the 

Old Man or G.O.M.,W. E. Gladstone). 
9. Very satisfactory (colloq.; had a ~ 
run; ground was in~ condition). 10. (In 
names of relationships) in the second 
degree of ascent or descent (~'son, one’s 
child’s son; —nephew, one’s nephew’s 
or niece’s son; mother, ~-aunt, one’s 
parent's mother or aunt; so child; 
daughter; father, ~father’s clock, worked 
by weights in tall wooden case; ~- 
mamma; mother, whence ~'motheri,Y1 
a., esp. of legislation etc. = excessively 
paternal ; teach yovr~mother to suck eggs ; 
~mother v.t., coddle etc.; ~-niece; ~'papa; 

parent; ~'sire, esp. of animal’s sire, 
also = ancestor, old man, & a method 
of ringing changes on bells; •—uncle). 
11. ~ air, distinguished appearance; II ~ 
committee, one of two standing com¬ 
mittees of House of Commons sessionally 
appointed to consider Law & Trade Bills; 
~ lodge; Gf~ Monarch Louis XIV of 
France: II G~ National, annual steeple¬ 
chase at Liverpool; ~ piano(forte), large 
horizontal piano; ~ stand, principal 
stand for spectators at races etc.; ~ tour 
(arch.), tour of chief towns etc. of 
Europe completing education. 12. n. ^ 
piano (upright usu. a large upright 
piano with all improvements). 13. *A 

granny 

thousand dollars (si.). Hence ~'ly2 adv., 
~'NESS n. [OF, f. L grandis full-grown 1 

gran'dam(e), n. (arch.). Grandmother; 
(-m only) animal’s dam’s dam; ancestress; 
old woman. [ME, f. AF graund dame 
(prec., dam2)] 

gran(d)'dad, n. (Childish or affectionate 
for) grandfather, [grand, dad ] 

grande (see Ap.), fem. of grand (~ toilette 
pr. twahlet', ceremonial costume; ~ 
passion pr. pas'yawn, engrossing love 
affair). [F] 

grandee', n. Spanish or Portuguese 
nobleman of highest rank: person of high 
rank or eminence, [f. Sp. & Port, grande 
GRAND] 

gran'deur (-dyer), n. Great power, rank, 
or eminence; great nobility of character; 
sublimity, majesty, of appearance or 
effect; conscious dignity, splendour of 
living, surroundings, etc. [F (grand)] 

Grand Guignol (grahn gen y 01'), n. 
Dramatic entertainmeut in which short 
pieces often of strongly sensational type 
are played successively. [name(= Great 
Punch) of theatre in Paris; F Guignol 
name of a town character of Lyons 
(1795)] 

grandil'oqu|ent, a. Pompous in lan¬ 
guage ; given to tall talk. Hence ~ence 
n., ~entLY2 adv. [after eloquent f. L 
grandiloquus (grand, -loquus -speaking f. 
loqui speak) ] 

gran'diose, a. Producing, intended or 
trying to produce, an impression of 
greatness, planned on a magnificent 
scale, pompous. Hence grandios'iTY 
(-Os-)n.,~LY2(-sl-)adv. [F,f.It.grandioso 
(GRAND, -OSE1)] 

Grandison'ian, a. Marked by stately 
courtesy & chivalric magnanimity. [Sir 
C. Grandison in Richardson’s novel, -ian ] 

grange (-j), n. II Barn (arch.); country 
house with farm-buildings attached. 
[ME, f. AF graunge f. med. L granica 
(granum grain) ] 

gran'ger|Ize (-j-), -ise (-Iz), v.t. Extra- 
-illustra.te (book) by inserting prints etc. 
often cut from other books. Hence ~iza- 
TION, ~IZER1, ~ISM(1), '—'ITE(l), nn. [J. 
Granger published 1769 a Hist, of England 
with blank pages for illustrations ] 

granif'erous, a. Producing grain or grain- 
like seed. So gran'iroRM, graniv'ORors, 
aa. [f. L granifer (grain, -ferous)] 

gran'ite, n. Granular crystalline rock of 
quartz, orthoclase feldspar, & mica, used 
for building (bite on ~, waste pains, 
persist in vain); —ware, speckled pottery 
imitating~, kind of enamelled ironware; 
the ~ city, Aberdeen. Hence granit'ic a., 

gran'itoiD a. & n., granlt'iFORM a. [f. It. 
granito orig. grained (grano f. L granum)] 

grann'om, gran'am, n. Kind of water- 
-fly; imitation of it for fly-fishing, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

grann'y, n. (Fam., affectionate, ir derog. 
for) grandmother; (also ~’s betid or knot) 
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reef-knot crossed the wrong way. [f. obs. 
grannam for GRANPAM + -Y3] 

granolithic, a. Of a kind of concrete. 
[L granum grain, Gk lithos stone, -ic] 

grant (-ah-), v.t., & n. 1. Consent to fulfil 
(request etc.; in p.p. formerly common, 
now rare, as answer to I beg your pardon); 
concede as indulgence, allow (person) to 
have (thing; noun, that, or to do); bestow 
(possession, right) formally, transfer 
(property) legally, whence grantEE', 
grantOR', (-ah-) nn.; concede (proposi¬ 
tion) as basis for argument (noun, this 
etc., thcU-claxLse, or something to be some¬ 
thing ; I ~ you, I admit; take for ~ed, 
assume); hence ~'able a. 2. n. ~ing (the 
~ or refusal of); formal conferment, legal 
assignment; thing, esp. sum. ~ed (often 
capitation ~, -—in-aid); conveyance by 
written instrument; ~-aided school, one 
receiving some financial assistance from 
public funds. [ME, f. OF greanter f. 
Rom. *credentare f. part, of credere 
entrust ] 

Granth (grunt), n. Sacred scriptures of 
the Sikhs. [Hindi, = book, code (f. Skr. 
granlha tying, literary composition)] 

gran'uliar, a. Of, like, grains; with granu¬ 
lated surface or structure. Hence 
~a'riTY n., ~arLY2 adv., ~o- comb, 
form, ~ous a. [f. LL granulum small 
grain (granum, -ule), -ul-, -ar1] 

gran'ul|ate, v.t. & i. Form (t. & i.) into 
grains; roughen surface of; (of wound 
etc.) form small prominences as beginning 
of healing or junction, heal, join. Hence 
or eogn. ~ate2 (-at) a., ~a'tion, ~atoR, 
nn. [as prec., -ate3] 

gran'ule, n. Small grain, [as prec.] 
grape, n. Green or purple berry growing 
in clusters on vine, eaten as fruit or used 
in making wine (the ~, the juice of the 
~, wine; the ~s are sour, sour ~s, said 
when person disparages what he vainly 
desires); ~-shot; diseased growth like 
bunch of •—'S on pastern of horse etc., or 
on pleura in cattle; -—brandy, distilled 
from~s, or wine, alone ;~-CURe' ;~-fruit, 
large round yellow citrus fruit with rather 
acid juicy pulp; ‘--‘-house, vinery; ~- 
-scissors, for thinning ~-bunches at early 
stage of growth, also for dividing bunches 
at table; (hist.), small balls put 
several together in bag etc. to make 
scattering charge for cannon; ~-sfone, 
one of seeds inside ~; ~-sugar, dextrose 
or glucose; ~-vine, vine, skating figure 
in which both feet are on ice together & 
form interlacing lines, rumour, (false) 
report. Hence grap'ERY(3) n., grap'y2 a. 
[ME, f. OF, bunch of ~b, prob. f. graper 
gather with vine-hook (f. grape, f. WG 
*krdppo (= OHG krapfo hook))] 

graph1 (or -ahf), n., & v.t. Symbolic 
diagram expressing system of mathe¬ 
matical or chemical connexion; curve (in 
statistical statements); (v.t.) plot or trace 
on a ~. [abbr. of graphic formula] 

graph2 (-ahf), n., & v.t. Gelatine copying 
apparatus; (v.t.) copy, multiply, with 
this, [colloq. abbr. of chromograph, hecto¬ 
graph, etc.] 

-graph (-ahf), suf. repr. F -graphe, L f. Gk 
-graphos, -written, -writing, -writer, 
denoting (1) thing written in such a way 
(f. Gk, as auto~, chiro~, holo— ; on Gk st., 
as litho~, photon; & in hybrids, as picto- 
~); (2) instrument that records something 
or by some means (helio~, scismo~, tele- 
~); (3) write in such a way (callv—, hecto~). 

-grapher, suf. repr. Gk -graphos (prec.) & 
forming nn. denoting one versed in 
-GRAPHY. [-ER1 ] 

graph'ic(al rare), aa. Of drawing, paint¬ 
ing, engraving, etching, etc.; vividly de¬ 
scriptive, lifelike; of writing; (of minerals) 
showing marks like writing on surface or 
in fracture; of diagrams or symbolic 
curves, [f. L f. Gk graphikos (graphe 
writing, -ic) ] 

-graph'ic(al), suff. = of or by -graphy. 
graphically, adv. As in a picture, vivid¬ 

ly; by writing; by diagrams or graph's. 
[-LY2 ] 

graphite, n. plumbago. Hence graphit¬ 
ic, graphitoiD, aa. [f. G graphit (Gk 
grapho write, -ite1)] 

graphiure, n. S.-Afr. rodent with tail 
ending in pencil of hairs, [f. Gk grapheion 
pencil, our a tail] 

graphol'ogy, n. Study of, art of inferring 
character from, handwriting; system of 
graphic formulae, notation for graph's. 
[f. Gk graphe writing, -logy] 

graph'otype, n. (Process for making) re¬ 
lief block for surface-printing, [as prec. 
-1- type ] 

-graphy, suf. = F, G -graphic, 'L-graphia, 
repr. Gk -graphia forming nn. denoting 
(1) styles of writing, drawrng, etc. (litho~, 
brachy~, steno~, calli~); (2) descriptive 
science (geo~, biblio~, seleno~). 

grap'nel, n. Iron-clawed instrument 
thrown -with rope to seize object, esp. 
enemy’s ship; small anchor with several 
flukes used for boats & balloons. [ME, 
f. AF *grapenel f. OF grapon (mod. 
grappin) f. WG *lcrdppo see grape] 

grap'ple, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Clutching- 
-instrument, grapnel. 2. Hold or grip (as) 
of wrestlers, close contest. 3. vb. Seize, 
fasten, (as) with grapnel; take hold of, 
grip, with the hands, come to close 
quarters with; contend with, together, or 
abs., in close fight, battle with; ~ with, try 
to overcome, accomplish, or deal with. 
[(1) f. OF grapil dim. of grappe, see grape, 
grapnel] 

grap'pling, n. In vbl senses; also, — 
-iron, grapnel, [-ing1] 

grasp (-ah-), v.t. & i., & n. 1. ~ at, try to 
seize, accept with avidity; clutch at, 
seize greedily, (part.) avaricious, whence 
~'ingLY2 adv., ~,ingNESS n.; hold firmly 
(~ nettle, tackle difficulty or danger 
boldly), grip; get mental hold of, com- 
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prehend; hence ~'able a. 2. n. Fast 
hold, grip, (within, beyond, one’s ~, 
close, not close, enough to he ~ed); 
control, mastery; mental hold, compre¬ 
hensiveness of mind. [14th c. grasp, 
grapse perh. f. OF *griepsan f. Gmc 
*graip- grope, but cf. LG (G), EFris. 
grapsen] 

grass (-ah-), n., & v.t. 1. Herbage of 
which blades or leaves & stalks are eaten 
by cattle, horses, sheep, etc. (not let ~ 
grow, ~ does not grow, under one’s feet, 
of person who wastes no time in doing 
something; hear the ~ grow, be of preter¬ 
natural acuteness); any species of this 
(including in hot. use, excluding in pop. 
use, the cereals, reeds, & bamboos; usu. 
with defining words, as bunch, spear, -~, 
~ of Parnassus); (si.) asparagus; grazing, 
pasture, (be at, go, put, send, turn out, to 

; at ~, fig., out of work, making holiday, 
etc.; so perh. ~ widow, wife whose 
husband is absent); pasture land; ~- 
-covered ground (keep off the ~); (Mining) 
earth’s surface, pit-head; send, go, to ~, 
knock (person), be knocked or fall, down; 

hopper, kinds of jumping & chirping 
insect (~-hopper-beam, working-beam 
in engine pivoted at end instead of in 
middle); ~-snake, II common ringed 
snake; ~-<ree, kinds of Australasian tree; 
hence ~'less, ~'y2, aa. 2. v.t. Cover with 
turf; lay (flax etc.) on ~ to bleach ; knock 
down, fell, (opponent); bring (fish) to 
bank, (bird by shot) to ground. [OE 
grses, OS, OHG, ON, Goth, gras f. Gmc 
*grasom, cogn. w. green, grow] 

grate1, n. = grating (rare), whence 
grat'EP2 a.; (frame of metal bars for 
confining fuel in) fireplace or furnace. 
Hence ~'less (-tl-) a. [15th c., f. OF grate 
f. Rom. * grata, *crata f. L a-atis hurdle; 
Cf. GRIDDLE] 

gratle2, v.t. & i. Reduce to small particles 
by rubbing on rough surface, whence 
(-)~'erj(2) n.; have irritating effect 
(up)on; grind (teeth); rub (i. & t.) with 
harsh scraping noise against or (up)on 
something else; sound harshly or dis¬ 
cordantly (a ~ing laugh, voice); (of hinge 
etc.) creak. Hence ~,ingLY2 adv. [15th 
c., f. OF grater f. Rom. *grailare f. WG 
•kralton ( = OHG krazzon) scratch] 

grate'ful (-tf-), a. Acceptable, comforting, 
refreshing; thankful, feeling or showing 
gratitude (to person, for thing). Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~NESS n. [f. obs. grate adj. f. 
L gratus + -FIJI, ] 

grat'icule, n. Fine lines or fibres incor¬ 
porated in telescope or other optical 
instrument as measuring scale or as aid 
in locating objects; (Surveying) network 
or lines on paper representing meridians 
& parallels. [F, f. med. L graticula for 
craticula gridiron (L cratis hurdle, -ule)] 

grat'ify, v.t. Remunerate, fee, make 
present usu. of money to; bribe; please, 
satisfy, oblige, delight, whence ~ing2 a. 

grave 

(to), ~ingLY2 adv.; please by compliance, 
assent to wish of, give free course to or 
indulge (desire, feeling, impulse). So 
gratiFiCA'TiON n. [f. F gratifier or L 
gratificari (gratus pleasing, -fy)] 

gratin (see Ap.), n. Way of cooking, dish 
cooked, by crumbing bread or grating 
cheese & cooking between two fires to 
produce light crust; au (6) ~, so pre¬ 
pared. [F] 

grat'ing, n. Framework of parallel or 
crossed wooden or metal bars; (Opt.) set 
of parallel wires, or surface of glass etc. 
ruled with parallel lines, for producing 
spectra by diffraction, [grate1 F-ing1] 

grat'is, adv. & a. Gratuitous(ly), (given, 
done) for nothing, -without charge, free. 
[L, contracted abl. pi. of gratia favour] 

grat'itude, n. Being thankful, apprecia¬ 
tion of & inclination to return kindness, 
[f. F, or LL gratitudo (gratus thankful, 
-tude)] 

gratuitous, a. Got or given free, not 
earned or paid for; uncalled for, un¬ 
warranted, motiveless, done or acting 
without good or assignable reason (a ~ lie 
or liar). Hence~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L 
gratuitus spontaneous, cogn. w. gratia 
favour, +-ous] 

gratuity, n. Money present of amount 
fixed by giver in recognition of an in¬ 
ferior’s good offices, tip; bounty to 
soldiers etc. on demobilization or retire¬ 
ment or some other occasions, [f. F 
gratuiU or mod. L gratuilas gift (gratus 
grateful, -ty)] 

II grat'ulate, -a'tion. (Arch, for) congr-. 
|| grat'ulatory, n. Expressing joy at 
another’s success etc., complimentary, 
congratulatory, [f. LL gratvlatorius (L 
gratulari congratulate -f-ory)] 

gravam'en, n. (pi. -mina, rare). Griev¬ 
ance ; || memorial from Lower House of 
Convocation to Upper on disorders or 
grievances of Church; essence, worst part, 
of accusation. [LL, inconvenience (grav¬ 
ure to load f. gravis heavy, -men)] 

grave1, n. Excavation to receive corpse, 
mound or monument over it, (secret as the 
~, quite; make one turn in his ~, of act 
etc. that he -would have been pained by 
while alive; someone walking on my ~, 
said when one shivers unaccountably; 
one foot1 in the ~), whence ~'less (-vl-) 
a.; being dead, death. Hades, whence ~i 
ward (-vw-) adv. & a.; receptacle of or 
for what is dead (~ of reputations, where 
many reputations have been lost) ; 
trench for earthing up potatoes etc.; — 
-clothes, wrappings in which corpse is 
buried ; ~-digger, lit., also kinds of insect 
that bury bodies of insects etc. as food for 
their larvae; stone, stone over ~, 
inscribed stone at head or foot of ~; 
~'yard, burial ground. [OE graef, OS 
graf, OHG grap f. WG *grabhom] 

grave2, v.t. (p.p. ~n, ~d, as stated). 
(A rch.) bury (~d); (arch.) carve, sculpture. 



engrave, (material, representation; —n, 
—d; —n image, idol); (fig.) fix indelibly 
(on., in, mind etc.; —n, ~d). [OE grafan, 
OHG graban, ON grafa, Goth, graban f. 
Gme *grablum (prec.; see groove) ] 

grave3, a. & n. 1. Important, weighty, 
needing serious thought; (of faults, diffi¬ 
culties, responsibilities, symptoms) for¬ 
midable, threatening, serious; dignified, 
solemn, slow-moving, not gay; sombre, 
plain, not showy; hence ~'ly2 (-vl-) adv. 
2. (Of accent) low-pitched, not acute; ~ 
accent1. 3. n.~ accent. [f. F, or L gravis 
heavy, serious] 

grave4, v.t. Clean (ship’s bottom) by 
burning off accretions & tarring while 
aground or in graving-dock4, [perh. f. 
OF grave = grUve shore] 

grav'el, n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. Coarse sand 
& small water-worn or pounded stones, 
much used for laying paths & roads; 
(Geol., Mining) stratum of this, esp. one 
containing gold (pay —, containing 
enough gold to yield profit); (Path.) 
(disease with) aggregations of 1 visible 
urinary crystals; blind, more than 
sand-blind (Shaks., M. of V., II. ii. 38); 
hence ~1y2 a. 2. v.t. Lay, strew, with ~; 
perplex, puzzle, nonplus, (f. obs. sense 
run aground). [ME, f. OF gravele f. grave 
(prec.)] 

grav'er, n. In vbl senses; esp., burin. 
[-ER1] 

Graves (grahv), n. Light white vine pro¬ 
duced in the~ district of France, [place] 

grav'Id, a. (literary). Pregnant, [f. L 
gravidas (GRAVE3)] 

grav'it|ate, v.i. & t. Move or tend by 
force of gravity towards a body; sink (as) 
by gravity, tend to low level, settle 
down; (Diamond-digging) manipulate 
(gravel) so that heavy stones sink to 
bottom; (transf.) be strongly attracted 
to(wards) some centre of influence. Hence 
~a'tion n., ~a'tionAL (-shon-), ~ative, 
aa. [f. mod. L gravitare (after gravity), 
-ate3] 

grav'Ity, n. 1. Being grave, solemnity; 
importance, seriousness; staidness, 
sobriety, serious demeanour. 2. Weight 
(centre 1 of —; specific —, relative weight 
of any kind of matter, expressed by ratio 
of given volume to same volume of a 
standard—usu. water for liquid or solid, 
& air for gas). 3. Attractive force by 
which bodies tend to centre of earth, 
degree of intensity of this measured by 
acceleration, degree of intensity with 
which one body is affected by the attrac¬ 
tion of gravitation exercised by another 
body. [f. F graviti or L gravitas (grave3, 
-ty)]_ 

gravure', n. (Short for) photogravure. 
grav'y, n. Juices that exude from flesh 
during & after cooking; dressing for food 
made from these with other materials; 
'—-boat, boat-shaped vessel for ~; ~ beef, 
part of leg of beef cooked for its [perh. 

great 

a misreading as grave of grane in OF 
cookery books; OF grane, grenon = stew] 

gray. See grey. 
gray'ling, n. Silver-grey freshwater fish 
with long high dorsal fin; butterfly with 
grey under-side to wings, [grey + -ling 4J 

grazle1, v.i. & t. Feed (esp. cattle, or intr. 
of cattle) on growing grass etc. or ~'ing 4(3) 
n.; feed on (grass etc., often down); tend 
~ing cattle; pasture cattle. [OE grasian 
(GRASS n.)] 

grazle2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Touch lightly in 
passing; abrade (skin etc.) in rubbing 
past; suffer slight abrasion of (part of 
body); go with passing contact against, 
along, through, by, past, etc. 2. n. ~ing 
abrasion, [orig. obsc.; perh. by transf. f. 
prec. ‘take off the grass close to the 
ground’ (of a bullet etc. ] 

gra'zier (-zher), n. One who feeds cattle 
for market. Hence gra'ziERY(2) (-zherl) 
n. [GRASS+-IER] 

grease1 (-es), n. Fat of deer or other game 
(in—, in pride or prime of—, fit for killing, 
fat); melted fat of dead animals, esp. 
when soft; oily or fatty matter, esp. as 
lubricant; oily matter in wool, uncleansed 
wool, (wool in the —, in fleeces); disease 
in horses’ heels; —-box, attached to 
train-wheel for lubrication; —-paint, 
composition for painting actors’ faces; 
—-trap, appliance for catching ~ in 
drains. [ME, f. OF graisse f. Rom. 
*crassia (L crassus a. fat)] 

grease2 (-ez), v.t. Anoint, soil, or lubri¬ 
cate, with grease (~ the wheels, make 
affairs go smoothly, esp. by money; ~ 
palm of, bribe; like —d lightning, si., 
very fast); affect (horse) with grease, [f. 
prec. ] 

greas'er (-z-), n. In vbl senses, esp.: head 
fireman on steamer; *(sl.) native Mexican 
or Spanish-American. [-er 1 ] 

greas'ly (-z-), a. Smeared or covered with, 
containing, made of, like, with too much, 
grease; (of wool) uncleansed; (of horse) 
affected with the grease; slimy with mud 
or moisture; (of manners or expression) 
disagreeably unctuous; —y fritillary, kind 
of butterfly; —y pole, greased for climbing 
or walking on in sports. Hence ~Ily2 
adv., ~Iness n., (-z-). [-y2] 

great (grat), a. & n. 1. Large, big, (usu. 
with implied surprise, admiration, con¬ 
tempt, indignation, etc., as made a — 
blot, look at that — wasp-, often colloq. 
preceding other adj., a — big loaf or thick 
stick-, as distinctive epithet of the larger 
species or individual, as ~ A, Z, the 
capital letters, — St John’s wort, also —er 
celandine etc., ~ titmouse, G— bear1, G— 
Malvern etc., G— Portland Street; also in a 
few phrases, as a — deal1, many; the — 
majority, much the larger part; —est 
common measure, lived to a — age, a — 
while ago; [[ ~ with child, arch., pregnant). 
2. Beyond the ordinary {lake — care; of— 
popularity; shows — ignorance). 3. Im- 
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portant, elevated, distinguished, critical, 
the chief, pre-eminent, (it is a — thing to 
have —; a — occasion; the — attraction; 
the G— Powers of Europe, chief States; the 
~ world, high society; in excll., as G— 
God !, Caesar !, Scott !; the G—, appended 
in sense the best known of the name, as 
Alexander the G—, or prefixed in titles, as 
the G— King, of ancient Persia, the G— 
Mogul, etc., & burlesqued in theG— unpaid, 

unwashed). 4. Of remarkable ability, 
genius, intellectual or practical qualities, 
loftiness or integrity of character, (a — 
judge, painter, etc.; the truly — man; — 
thoughts), whence —heartED2 a. 5. pred. 
Having much skill at or information on; 
highly satisfactory (wouldn’t it be— if— ?). 
6. Fully deserving the name of, (with 
agent-nouns) doing the act much or on 
a large scale, (a ~ scoundrel, fiasco; — 
friends; is a — dancer, landowner). 7. 
(Prefixed once or more to uncle, aunt, 
nephew, niece, & kinship words com¬ 
pounded with grand) one degree further 
removed upwards or downwards. 8. G— 
Assize, Pay, or Inguest, Day of Judge¬ 
ment; G— Bible, Coverdale’s Version 
1539; G— BRITAIN, CHARTER, CIRCLE1; 

[|~'COAT \ whence ~coat'ED2, ~coat'LESS, 

aa.; the — commoner; G~er Britain; —est 
happiness of the —est number, test prin¬ 
ciple of Benthamism; || ~ go, final 
examination for B.A. at Cambridge, cf. 
greats below; ~ gross, twelve gross; ~ 
house, chief house in village etc.; ~ organ, 
chief manual with its related pipes and 
mechanism in an organ having two or 
more manuals: ~ primer ; ~ toe, now usu. 
big toe; G~ War (of 1914-18). Hence 
~'en6 v.t. & i. (arch.), ~'ness n., (-at-). 
9. n. (Abs. use of adj.) the—, (pi.) — persons 
(also without the in ~ & small); (sing.) 
w'hat is ~. 10. || ~s, Oxford B.A. final 
examination, esp. that for honours in 
Lit. Hum. [OE great, OS grot, OHG groz 
f. WG *grautaz] 

great'ly (-rat-), adv. Much, by much, 
(usu. with vbs, participles, or compara¬ 
tives ; ~ esteemed, superior; should — 
prefer); nobly, loftily. [-LY2] 

greave, n. (usu. pi.). Piece(s) of armour 
for shin(s). [ME, f. OF greve shin, greave, 
of unkn. orig.] 

greaves (-vz), n. pi. Fibrous tallow refuse, 
used as food of dog etc. or fish-bait. [f. 
LG greven pi. ] 

grebe, n. Kinds of short-bodied lobe- 
-footed almost tailless diving bird; its 
plumage as trimming, [f. F grebe of 
unkn. orig.] 

Gre'cian (-shn), a. & n. 1. Greek (rare ex¬ 
cept of architecture & facial outline; also 
in II ~ bend, affected attitude in walking 
prevalent c. 1870, ~ gift, = Greek gift, 
II ~ knot, way of dressing woman’s hair at 
back of head, ~ nose, straight & conti¬ 
nuing forehead line without dip, ~ pro¬ 
file, with ~ nose, II ~ slippers, trade name 

green 

for oriental shape). 2. n. Greek scholar; 
II boy of highest class at Christ’s Hospital, 
[f. L Graecia Greece +-an] 

Grecism, Grecize, Greco-. See Grae-. 
greed, n. Insatiate longing esp. for 
w'ealth. [back formation f. foil. ] 

greed'|y, a. Ravenous, voracious, glut¬ 
tonous, avaricious, covetous, rapacious, 
(often of); eager, keen, intensely desirous 
(to do). Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~Iness n. 
[OE grmdig, OS gradag, OHG gratae, ON 
grdthugr, Goth, gredags f. Gmc "graedhuz 
hunger] 

Greek, n. & a. 1. Native of Greece, 
member of ~ race, (when — meets —, 
then comes the tug of war, orig. ~s joined 
—s, then icas, said of equal encounter); 
member of ~ Church; cunning person, 
sharper; the ~ language (~ to me, beyond 
my comprehension), whence ~'less a. 
2. adj. Of Greece or its people, Hellenic; 
of, according to, written or spoken in, 
~ (~ Fathers, father's of the Church who 
wrote in ~); ~ Church, also Orthodox or 
Eastern, Church acknowledging Patriarch 
of Constantinople, divided from Rome 
in 9th c., & including esp. Christians of 
Greece, Russia, & Turkish Empire; ~ 
calends, fire1, fret1 or key; ~ cross1; 

~ gift, one given with intent to harm 
(Virg. Aen. ii. 49). [adj. f. n.; OE Crecas 
(pi.), OHG Chrech, Goth. Kreks f. Gmc 
*Kreka.z f. L Graecus f. Gk Graikoi pre¬ 
historic name of Hellenes; sp. G- already 
in OE Greeas after L] 

green1, a. & n. 1. Of the colour between 
blue & yellow in the spectrum, coloured 
like grass, sea-water, emerald, olive, etc. 
2. Covered with herbage, verdant, in leaf, 
(a~ Christmas, season., Yule, mild, with¬ 
out snow). 3. (Ofcomplexion) pale, sickly- 
-hued, (~ eye, jealousy, whence ~-eyED2 

(-Id) a.; ~ jaundice, kind in which 
patient’s skin is ~); (fig.) jealous, en¬ 
vious. 4. Vegetable (~ food, meat). 5. (Of 
fruit etc.) unripe, young & tender, flour¬ 
ishing, not dried. 6. Full of vitality, not 
withered or worn out, (in the ~, dry, tree, 
under good, bad, conditions; a ~ old age). 
7. Immature, undeveloped, inexperi¬ 
enced, gullible. 8. Not dried, seasoned, 
or tanned. 9. Fresh, not healed, (a ~ 
wound). 10. *~'back, U.S. legal-tender 
note, note issued by any U.S. national 
bank; ~-blind, having retina insensitive 
to ~ rays; ~ cheese, unripened cheese, 
whey cheese, cheese coloured ~ with 
sage; (Board of) G~ Cloth, Lord Steward’s 
department of Royal Household;~ crop, 
used for food in ~ state (opp. hay etc.); 
|| ~ drake, mayfly; ~ earth, hydrous 
silicate of potassium, iron, & other bases; 
~ fat, of turtle, esteemed by epicures; 
•—’finch or ~ linnet, bird wfith yellow & ~ 
plumage; || ~ fingers (colloq.), skill in 
gardening; || ~ fly, kind of aphis; —'gage, 
roundish ~ fine-flavoured plum (Sir W. 
Gage c. 1725); ~ goose, killed under four 
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months old and eaten without stuffing; 
~'grocer(y), (business of, things sold by) 
retail dealer in fruit & vegetables; heart, 
a British Guiana timber tree; ~'horn, ig¬ 
noramus, raw hand, simpleton; --'house, of 
glass for rearing delicate plants; || ~ light 
(colloq.), permission to go ahead with 
some project; ~-wm, golf-course keeper; 
~ manure, growing plants ploughed into 
soil; \\~-pcak, ~ woodpecker (transl. 
of It. picchio verde); —'-room,, accommo¬ 
dating actors & actresses when off stage; 
—'sand, = ~ earth, kind of sandstone 
largely of this earth, stratum largely of 
this sandstone; shank, large kind of 
sandpiper; sick(ness), (affected with) 
chlorosis; —-stick, bone-fracture, esp. 
in children, in which one side of bone is 
broken & one only bent; stone, kinds 
of ~ eruptive rock containing feldspar 
& hornblende, also kind of jade; ~- 
stuff, vegetation, ~ vegetables; sward, 
turf; ~ table, gaming table; —’tail, gran- 
nom; ~ tea, made from steqm-dried 
leaves; —'weed, kind of genista used for 
dyeing; —'wood, woodlands in summer, 
esp. as scene of outlaw life; || yard, 
enclosure for stray beasts, pound; hence 
~'ISH1(2), & (in comb, as —y-yellow) ~'y2, 

aa., ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 11. n. What is 
—, ~ part of anything, ~ colour, (do you 
see any —, i.e. sign of gullibility, in my 
eye ?); ~ dye (usu. with epithet, aamineral, 
Paris, —). 12. Vigour, youth, virility, 
(usu. in the —). 13. Verdure, vegetation, 
also ~'ery n. 14. || (pi.). ~ vegetables 
before or after cooking. 15. Piece of 
public or common grassy land; grass-plot 
used for special purpose (esp. in comb, as 
bleaching, bowling, putting, —). [OE 
grene, OS groni, OHG gruoni, ON greenn 
f. Gmc *gronjaz f. *gro- (QROW)] 

green2, v.i. & t. Become green, esp. with 
verdure; dye green, soil etc. with green; 
(si.) hoax, take in. [OE grenian (prec.)] 

green'er, n. (si.). Raw hand, esp. newly 
arrived foreigner seeking work, [-er1] 

green'Ing, n. Kind of apple, green when 
ripe, [-ing 3] 

green'let, n. = vtreo. [green1, -let] 

greenth, n. (rare). Verdure, [-th1] 

Greenwich (grin'ij), n. Town in Kent 
formerly with State observatory now 
moved to Herstmonceux in Sussex (~ 
time, mean time for meridian of ~, stan¬ 
dard time in Britain & some other 
countries); ~ Hospital, formerly used to 
accommodate old and disabled navy 
seamen (who are now out-pensioners), 
later occupied by the Royal Naval 
College for officer students. 

greet1, v.t. Accost with salutation; salute 
with words or gestures, receive on meet¬ 
ing or arrival with speech or action 
(friendly or not); (of cheers etc.) hail; (of 
sight etc.) meet (eye, ear). Hence ^'ing1 
n. [OE gretan, OS grotian, OHG gruozzen 
f. WG *grdtjan cry out etc.] 

grey 

II greet2, v.i. (Sc.). Weep. [OE gretan 
(greotan), OS (griotan), ON grata, Goth. 
gretan f. Gmc *grsetan] 

greff'ier, n. Registrar, notary, (esp. in 
foreign countries & Channel Islands). [F, 
f. med. L graphiarius f. L graphium 
stilus; see graft 1 ] 

gregar'ious, a. Living in flocks or com¬ 
munities; fond of company; (Bot.) grow¬ 
ing in clusters; of flocks, of crowds. 
Hence ~ly 2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L gregarius 
(grex -egis flock, -ary1) + -ous] 

Gregdr'ian, a. & n. 1. Of, according to, 
the plain-chant or plain-song ritual music 
named after Pope Gregory I (n., a ~ 
chant); ~ tones, eight plain-song melodies 
prescribed for psalms in R.C. Ch. 2. 
Established by Pope Gregory XIII (~ 
calendar, correction 1582 of the Julian; 
~ style=new style1 ; ~ epoch, from 1582). 
[f. LL f. Gk Gregorios Gregory + -an ] 

greg'ory-powd'er, n. Compound powder 
of rhubarb, used as aperient. [J. Gregory, 
Scottish physician d. 1822 ] 

grem'ial, n. Silk apron placed on bishop's 
lap at some ceremonies, [f. LL gremialis 
(L gremium lap, -al)] 

II grem'lin, n. (R.A.F. si.). Mischievous 
sprite alleged to cause mishaps, [orig. 
unkn.] 

grenade', n. Small explosive shell thrown 
by hand or (rifle-~) shot from rifle-barrel; 
glass receptacle thrown to disperse 
chemicals for testing drains, extinguish¬ 
ing fires, etc. [F, f. Sp. granada pome¬ 
granate ] 

grenadier', n. 1. (Orig.) soldier who 
threw grenades; (now) || G~s or 
Guards, first regiment of household 
infantry. 2. S.-Afr. weaver-bird with red 
& black plumage. [F (prec., -ier)] 

gren'adine1, n. Dish of veal or poultry 
fillets, trimmed, larded, & glazed. [F -in ] 

gren'adine2, n. Dress-fabric of open silk 
or silk & wool. [F] 

gren'adine3 (-en), n. French cordial 
syrup of pomegranate, [see pomegranate ] 

Gresham’s law. See law1. 

gressdr'ial, a. (zool.). Walking, adapted 
for walking, [f. L gradi gress- walk, -or, 
-ial ] 

grew. See grow. 
grey (gra), (esp. U.S.) gray, a. & n., & v.i. 

& t. 1. Intermediate between black & 
white, coloured like ashes or lead, (~ 
monk, Cistercian; ~ friar, Franciscan; ~ 
sister, of third order of St Francis; ~ 
mare is better horse, w-ife rules husband); 
between light & dark, dull, clouded, 
depressing, dismal; (of person or his or 
her hair) turning white with age etc.; 
ancient, immemorial; belonging to old 
age, experienced, mature; ~ crow or 
—back, hooded crow; ~'beard, old man, 
large stoneware jug for spirit, || kind of 
lichen; || ~-cou(, Cumberland yeoman; 
II ~ drake, kind of ephemera; ~ eminence, 
= iminence grise (see eminence) ; ~ goose, 
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greylag; headed, old, of long service 

in, ancient, time-worn; —hen, female of 
black grouse (cf. black '-cock); ~ matter, 
material of active part of brain; —'stone, 
— volcanic rock; hence~'iSH1(2) a.,~'ly2 
adv., —'ness n., (gra-). 2. n. — clothes; 

cold sunless light; ~ colour; — pigment; 

— horse (the Greys or Scots Greys, 2nd 
Dragoons). 3. vb. Become, make, ~; 
(Photog.) dull surface of (glass), give 
mezzotint effect to (photograph) by 
covering negative with such glass. [OE 
greeg, OHG grao, ON grar f. Gmc 
*grt&waz] 

II grey'cing (gra-), n. (colloq.). Grey¬ 
hound-racing. [abbr. ] 

grey'hound (gra-), n. Slender long- 
-legged keen-sighted swift dog used in 
coursing hares etc. (ocean —, swift ship); 
— -racing, modern sport in which mecha¬ 
nical hare is coursed by—s as opportunity 
for betting. [OE grighuncl corresp. to ON 
greyhundr f. grey bitch (not rel. to 
grey) ] 

grey'lag (goose) (gra-), n. Common Euro¬ 
pean wild goose, [lag said to refer to its 
staying long in England for a migrant] 

grey'wacke (gra'wake, or -ak), n. A con¬ 
glomerate rock consisting of rounded 
pebbles and sand cemented together, 
[anglicized f. G grauwacke (grau grey + 
WACKE)] 

grid, n. Frame of spaced parallel bars, 
grating, (Electr.) wire network between 
filament and anode of valve; system of 
numbered squares printed on military 
etc. map and forming basis of map 
references; network of lines, electric- 
-power connexions, etc.; gridiron (for 
cooking, & docking), [back formation f. 
gridiron ] 

grid'dle, n., & v.t. Circular iron plate for 
baking cakes on; miner’s wire-bottomed 
screen (vb, screen with —). [ME gredil f. 
OF *gredil (later grail, greil) f. Rom. 
*graticulum (-ula) f. L craticula dim. of 
cratis hurdle; cf. grate1, grill2] 

gride, v.i., & n. Cut, scrape, along, through, 
etc., with strident or grating sound (also 
—s its way)-, (n.) grating sound, [orig. 
sense pierce, by metath. f. gird2] 

grid'iron (-irn), n. Barred metal cooking 
utensil for broiling; (Naut.) frame of 
parallel beams for supporting ship in 
dock; ‘football field (from the parallel 
lines marking out field of play); (Theatr.) 
plank structure over stage supporting 
mechanism for drop-scenes etc.; a naval 
evolution; (also >—pendulum) compensa¬ 
tion pendulum with parallel rods of 
different metals. [13th c. gredire, var. of 
gredil griddle, later assoc, w. iron; cf. 
andiron] 

grief, n. Deep or violent sorrow, keen 
regret, (come to —’, meet with disaster, 
fail, fall). [ME, f. OF (grever grieve,] 

grievance, n. Real or fancied ground of 
complaint, [f. OF grevance (prec., -ance)] 

grieve1, v.t. & i. Give deep sorrow to; 
feel grief (at, for, about, over). [ME, f. OF 
grever f. Rom. *grevare f. L gravare (gravis 
heavy) ] 

II grieve2, n. (Sc.). Farm-bailiff, overseer. 
[f. OE gerefa; see reeve1] 

griev'ous, a. Bringing serious trouble, 
injurious; (of pain etc.) severe; flagrant, 
heinous; exciting grief. Hence —ly2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF grevos (grieve1, -ous)] 

griff'in1, n. (Anglo-Ind.). (Also griff) 
newly arrived European, novice, green¬ 
horn. Hence —age(2), —hood, —ship, nn., 
—ISH1 a. [orig. unkn. ] 

griff'in2, griff'on1, gryph'on, n. Fabu¬ 
lous creature with eagle’s head & wings 
& lion’s body; || the Griffin, monument on 
site of Temple Bar, London; (-fon) kind 
of vulture (also —vulture). [ME, f. OF 
grifoun (L gryphus f. Gk grups, -oon)] 

griff'on2, n. Kind of foreign coarse- 
-haired terrier-like dog. [F, = prec. ] 

grig, n. II Small eel; grasshopper or 
cricket (merry, lively, as a~; sense cricket 
doubtful, perh. invented to account for 
phrase), [orig. unkn.] 

grill1, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Broil (t. & i.) on 
gridiron (also fig. of torture or great heat), 
whence —'er1 (1, 2) n.; ‘subject to severe 
questioning (esp. by police); scallop 
(oysters etc-). 2. n. —ed food; (also —- 
-room) room where steaks etc. are —ed & 
served, [f. F griller (foil.)] 

grill2, n. Gridiron. [F gril — OF grail, 
greil f. Rom. *graticulum (-ula); see 
GRIDDLE] 

grill'age, n. Heavy framework of cross- 
-timbering as foundation for building in 
treacherous soil. [F (foil., -age)] 

grille, grill3, n. Grating, latticed screen, 
esp. in door for observing callers, in 
convent separating nuns from visitors, 
formerly in front of ladies’ gallery in 
House of Commons, etc.; (Tennis) square 
opening in wall; spawn-hatching frame. 
Hence grillED2 (-Id) a. [F, = OF graille, 
greille f. Rom. *graticula (-ulum); see 
GRIDDLE ] 

grilse, n. Young salmon that has been 
only once to the sea. [orig. unkn. ] 

grim, a. (-mm-). Stern, unrelenting, 
merciless, severe; of forbidding or harsh 
aspect (often of death; hold on like — 
death, tight); sinister, ghastly, unmirthful, 
(has a — truth in it; a — smile; — laughter, 
pastime, etc.). Hence ~'ly2 adv., —'ness 

n. [OE, OS, OHG grim, ON grimmr f. 
Gmc *grimmaz] 

grimace', n., & v.i. 1. Wry face express¬ 
ing annoyance etc. or meant to raise a 
laugh; affected look; use of such looks, 
affectation 2. v.i. Make wry face. Hence 
oi cogn. grima'cER1, grima'ciER, nn. 
[F, f. Sp. grimazo f. grirna fright, f. Goth. 
*grimms (grim)] 

grimal'kin (-awl-, -&1-), n. Old she-cat; 
spiteful old woman, [f. grey + Malkin 
(Matilda, -kin)] 
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grime, n., & v.t. 1. Soot, dirt, ingrained 
in some surface, esp. the skin; hence 
grim'Y2 a., grim'iNESS n. 2. v.t. 
Blacken, befoul, [cf. Flem. grijm(en)] 

Grimm's law. See law1. 
grin, v.i. & t. (-nn-), & n. 1. Show teeth 

in sign of amusement or pain or in forced 
or unrestrained or stupid smile (often at; 
~ & bear it, take pain etc. stoically; ~ like 

Cheshire cat, constantly & meaninglessly; 
~ through, horse-collar, in grimacing-match 
at rustic sports); express (contempt, 
satisfaction) by ~ning. 2. n. Act of ~ning 
(often on the ~ or broad ~). [OE grennian 

(Cf. OHG grennan, ON grenja) f. Gmc 
*gran-; cogn. w. GROAN ] 

grind, v.t. & i. (ground), & n. 1. Reduce 
to small particles or powder by crushing 
between mill-stones, teeth, etc. (often 
down, small, to pieces, into dust, etc.); 
(quasi-pass.) admit of being ground 
(will not ~ fine); oppress, harass with ex¬ 
actions, (often dpwn; a ~ing tyranny, 

also ~ the faces of the poor etc.); produce 
(flour) by ~ing; sharpen or smooth by 
friction (has an axe to ~; ~ lenses, 
diamonds, etc.); work (hand-mill); turn 
handle of (hurdy-gurdy; also abs.); pro¬ 
duce, bring out, (music) from hurdy- 
-gurdy; toil monotonously, study hard; 
teach (subject, pupil in it) laboriously; 
rub (t. & i.) gratingly on, into, or against 

(ground his heel into it-, ship was ~ing 

on rocks), rub (teeth) hard together (~ out 

an oath, utter while ~ing teeth); stone, 

thick revolving stone disc for ~ing, 
sharpening, & polishing (hold, keep, one’s 
nose to the ~stone, make him work inces¬ 
santly), kind of stone used for these. 
2. n. ~ing; hard monotonous work or 
task (the daily ~ colloq., one’s usual day’s 
work); || walk for exercise; steeplechase; 
II (at Cambridge) a ferry. [ME, f. isolated 
OE grindan] 

grin'der, n. Molar tooth; grinding- 
-machine; upper mill-stone; person who 
grinds (esp. in comb, as organ, knife, —); 
II crammer. [-ER1] 

grin'dery, n. || Cobblers’ material of all 
kinds, [grind, -ery ; peril, extended f. 
the cobbler’s whetstone 1 

grin'go (-ngg-), n. (Spanish-America; 
pi. -os). Foreigner (esp. an Anglo- 
- American). [Hex. Sp. ] 

grip1, n. Firm hold, tight grasp or clasp 
(at, come to, ~s, close combat), grasping 
power; way of clasping hands; way of 
grasping or holding (overlapping ~); 
control, mastery, intellectual hold; 
power of arresting attention; part in 
machinery etc. that clips, part of weapon 
etc. that is held; = *GRlP2sac/c; ~- 
-bralce, worked by gripping with hand. [f. 
OE gripe grasp & gripa handful, both f. 
root of gripe ] 

grip2, v.t. & i. (-pp.-). Seize, grasp, or 
hold, tightly; take firm hold; compel 
attention of; *~’sack, handbag. Hence 

~p,ER1(2) n. [late OE grippa, — MHG 
gripfen, f. root of GRIPE] 

II grip3, n. Small open ditch. [OE grype 

cogn. w. greop burrow] 
gripe, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Clutch, grip; 

oppress, pinch; affect with colic pains; 
(Naut.) secure with ~s, (of ship) come 
up into wind in spite of helm. 2. n. Act 
of griping, clutch; hold, control, (in the 

~ of); (pi.) colic pains; handle of imple¬ 
ment or weapon; (Naut., pi.) lashings 
securing boat in its place; ~-ivater, horse- 
-medicine for colic. [OE, OS gripan, 

OHG grifan, ON gripa, Goth, greipan, 

cogn.w. GROPE] 

grippe, n. Influenza,. [F] 
grisaille' (-zal, & see Ap.), n. Method of 
decorative painting, stained-glass win¬ 
dow etc., In grey monochrome represent¬ 
ing objects in relief. [F (gris grey) ] 

gris'eous (-z ), a. (hot., zoo!.). Bluish or 
pearl grey. [f. med. L griseus (prec.), -ous] 

grisStte' (-z-), n. French working-class 
girl (formerly dressed in grey), [F (gris 

see GRISAILLE, -ETTE)] 

II gris'kin, n. Lean part of loin of bacon 
pig. [app. f. obs. gris, dial, grice f. ON 
griss young pig + -kin ] 

gris'ly (-z-), a. Causing horror, terror, or 
superstitious dread, [late OE griSlic, f. 
*grisan, obs. grise to shudder] 

grist1, n. Corn for grinding (brings ~ to 

the mill, is profitable; all is ~ that comes 

to his mill, he utilizes everything); malt 
crushed for brewing. [OE grist f. WG 
*grinst- f. *grindan grind] 

grist2, n. Size or thickness of yarn or 
rope. [perh. cogn. w. gird1] 

gri'stlc (-si), n. Whitish tough flexible 
tissue in vertebrates, cartilage, (in the ~, 
immature—infants having ~ for bone). 
Hence gri'stlY2 (-sir), a. [OE, = OFris. 
& MLG gristel, of unkn. orig\] 

grit1, n. Small particles of stone or sand, 
esp. as causing discomfort or clogging 
machinery etc., whence ~t'v2 a., ~t'i- 

ness n.; (also stone) coarse sandstone; 
grain or texture of stone; (colloq.) 
strength of character, pluck, endurance. 
[OE great, OS griot, OHG grioz, ON grjot 

f. Gmc *greut-; cf. grits, groats] 

grit2, v.i. & t. (-tt-). Produce, move with, 
grating sound; grind (teeth), [f. prec.] 

grits, n. pi. Husked but unground oats; 
coarse oatmeal. [OE grytt(e), = OHG 
gruzzi f. WG *grut-, cf. grit1, groats] 

II griz'zle, v.i. (colloq.). (Esp. of children) 
whimper, cry fretfully, [orig. unkn. ] 

griz'zled (-zeld), a. Grey(-haired), [f. 
grizzle grey f. OF grisel f. gris grey (-le(2)) 
+-ED2] 

grizz'ly, a. & n. 1. Grey, greyish, grey- 
haired, (~ bear, large fierce N.-Amer. 
kind); ~ king, queen, fishing-flies. 2. n. 
~ bear, [prec., -Y2] 

groan, y.i. & t., & n. (Make) deep in¬ 
articulate sound expressing pain, grief, or 
disapproval (~ inwardly, be distressed); 
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utter with ~s (often out); be oppressed 
or loaded under, beneath, with, (~ under 
-injustice; shelf ~s with books; ~ing board, 
well-loaded table); long for; ~ down, 
silence (speaker) with ~s. Hence ~'ing- 
ly- adv. [OE granian (cogn. w. OHG 
grinan grin) f. Gmc * grain- cogn. w. grin] 

groat, n. (hist.). Silver coin = id. issued 
1351—1662 (occasionally used of the four- 
penny piece 1836-56); small sum (don’t 
care a ~). [f. MDu. groot orig. great, in 
sense thick {penny), cf. groschen ] 

groats, n. pi. Hulled (sometimes also 
crushed) grain, esp. oats. [rel. to OE 
grotan pi., grot fragment, f. WG *grul-; 
cf. GRIT, GRITS] 

Grob'ian, n. Clownish slovenly person. 
[G, f. med. L Orobianus, joe. f. G grob 
coarse] 

gro'cer, n. Dealer in spices, dried fruits, 
sugar, tinned foods, & miscellaneous 
domestic stores (~’s itch, eczema caused 
by handling sugar). Hence gro'cERY(2, 
Sc, usu. pi., 1) n. [late ME ; orig. one who 
sells in the gross, f. OF grossier f. med. L 
grossarius{GROSS, -ary1)] 

grog, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Drink of spirit & 
water; social meeting with ~; <—blossom, 
pimple or redness on nose from intem¬ 
perance. 2. vb. Drink ~; extract spirit 
from (empty cask) by pouring in hot 
water, [reputedly f. grogram, nickname 
(from his cloak) of Adm. Vernon, who in 
1740 first had ~ served out instead of 
neat rum ] 

grogg'ly (-g-), a. Drunk(en); bibulous; 
(of horse) weak in forelegs, tottering; un¬ 
steady, shaky. Hence ~1ness n. [-Y2] 

grdg'ram, n. Coarse fabric of silk, mo¬ 
hair & wool, or these mixed, often 
stiffened with gum. [f. F gros grain coarse 
grain] 

groin1, n., & v.t. 1. Depression between 
belly & thigh. 2. (arebit.). Edge formed by 
intersecting vaults, arch supporting vault, 
(vb, build with ~s), whence ~'ing1(6) n. 
[ME (f. OE) grynde, later gryne, groin; 
perh. f. Gmc *grundjo- ground] 

•groin2. Var. of groyne. 
Grol'ier, n. ~ binding (in the highly 
ornate style introduced by Jean ~ de 
Servin, Vicomte d’Aiguisy (d. 1565), 
French book-collector). 

*grom(m)'et. See grummet. 

grom'well, n. Kinds of plant with stony 
seeds formerly used in medicine. [ME, 
f. OF gromil, prob. f. med. L *gruinum 
milium crane’s millet (grus crane, millet)] 

groom, n., & v.t. 1. II One of certain 
officers of Royal Household (G~ of the 
stole, in waiting, etc.). 2. Servant having 
care of horses (vb, curry, tend, etc.; 
also in p.p. of persons, as well-^ed, neatly 
got up, esp. with well-trimmed hair, 
beard, etc.). 3. Bridegroom; ~ s' man, 
unmarried friend officially attending 
bridegroom at wedding. [ME grom, orig. 
male child, of unkn. orig. ] 

groove, n., & v.t. 1. Channel or hollow, 
esp. one made to direct motion or receive 
corresponding ridge (vb, make ~ or ~s 
in). 2. Piece of routine, undeviating 
course, rut, whence groov'y2 a., groov'i- 
ness n. [f. Du. groeve, OHG gruoba, ON 
grdf, Goth, groba cogn. w. grave 1 ] 

grope, v.i. Feel about as in dark {for, 
after, or abs.), search blindly (lit. & fig.); 
~ one’s way, find it by feeling, proceed 
tentatively. Hence grop'ingLY2 adv. 
[OE grapian f. WG *graip-, cogn. w. 
GRIP2, GRIPE] 

grop'er, n. Var. of grouper. 

gros'beak, n. Kinds of small bird with 
large strong beak. [f. F grosbec (gross2, 
beak1)] 

gro'sehen (-oshn), n. Small bronze 
Austrian coin. [G] 

gros de Naples (gro'denah'pl), n. Heavy 
silk fabric. [F (gros gross2,Naples)] 

gross1, n. (pi. gross). Twelve dozen, [f. F 
grosse {(kmzaine) fern, of gros gross2] 

gross2, a. Luxuriant, rank; overfed, 
bloated, repulsively fat; flagrant, glaring; 
total, without deductions, not net; dense, 
thick, solid; not ethereal, transparent, or 
impalpable; (of food) coarse, greasy, un¬ 
cleanly, repulsive, (~ feeder, one who 
likes such food, also, plant avid of man¬ 
ure); (of senses etc.) not delicate, dull; 
coarse in manners or morals, unrefined, 
indecent; (abs.) in {the) ~, in a general 
way, apart from detail, on the whole. 
Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. [ME, f. OF 
gros grosse big f. LL grossus] 

grot, n. (poet.). Grotto, [f. F grotte f. It. 
grotta grotto ] 

grotesque' (-sk), n. & a. 1. Decorative 
painting or sculpture with fantastic inter¬ 
weaving of human & animal forms with 
foliage; (pop.) comically distorted figure 
or design. 2. adj. (Archit.) in the above 
style; distorted, bizarre; ludicrous from 
incongruity, absurd; hence ~ly2 (-ski-) 
adv., '■—ness (-skn-), grotes'querie 
(-skeri) [-ery(5)], nn. [16th c. crot- f. F 
crotesque f. (w. assim. to OF crote grotto) 
It. grotlesca (grotto, -esque)] 

grott'o, n. (pi. ~es, ~s). Picturesque 
cave; artificial ornamental cave, room 
etc. adorned with shells etc. in imitation 
of cave, as cool retreat. Hence~ED2 (-od) 
a. [f. It. grotta f. L f. Gk krupte crypt] 

•grouch, v.i., & n. (colloq.). 1. Grumble. 
2. n. Discontented person; fit of the 
sulks, [var. of grutch, see grudge] 

ground1, n. 1. Bottom of sea (now 
chiefly fig., as touch~, come to something 
solid after vague talk etc.; of ship, take 
~, strand); (pi.) dregs, esp. of coffee, 
whence ~'y2 a. 2. (electr.). = earth1. 

3. Base, foundation, motive, valid reason, 
(on the ~ of, by reason or under pretext 
of; on public etc. ~s), whence '—'less a., 
~'lessLY2 adv., ~'IessNESS n. 4. Sub¬ 
stratum, underlying part, surface worked 
upon in embroidery, painting, etc.. 
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undecorated part, prevailing colour or 
tone; (Etching) composition spread on 
metal & cut through with needle where 
acid is to act. 5. Surface of earth (fall, be 
dashed, to the —, be abandoned, fail, of 
scheme, hope; break 1 ~ ; down to the —, 
colloq., in all respects, thoroughly; above 
—, alive; cut the — from under one’s feet, 
anticipate & stultify his arguments or 
plans). 6. pi. Enclosed land for ornament 
or recreation attached to house. 7. Posi¬ 
tion, area, or distance, on earth’s surface 
(cover much —, of inquiry, report, etc., be 
far-reaching; stand, shift, one’s —, main¬ 
tain , change, one’s argument or intention; 
gain —, advance; lose, give, —, retreat, 
decline). 8. Area of special kind or use 
(fishing-^-s; forbidden —, subject that 
must be avoided; classic—, historic place; 
cricket etc. —). 9. Person’s property in 
land. 10. (cricket). His etc. ~, behind 
popping-crease (in, out of, his —); II paid 
staff of players attached to club. 11. (In 
names of birds) terrestrial, (of beasts) 
burrowing or lying on ~, (of plants) 
dwarfish or trailing'. 12. ~-ash, ash 
sapling, walking-stick of this; — -bait n. 
& v.t., (prepare with) bait thrown to 
bottom of intended fishing-— to attract 
fish; — bass, short passage in bass of 
composition, repeated many times with 
upper part of music varied; ~-box, small 
box1 used to edge garden beds; ~-colour, 
first coat of paint, prevailing colour on 
which design is done; ~-fish, living at 
bottom; —fishing, with bait near bottom; 
II — floor, rooms etc. on or near level of 
outside — (get in on the~ floor, be admitted 
to company etc. on same terms as pro¬ 
moters) ; || — game, hares, rabbits, etc.; 
— -gudgeon, loach; ~-hog, Amer. marmot; 
—ice, formed at bottom of water, anchor- 
-ice; — ivy, ale-hoof, creeping herb with 
bluish-purple flower & kidney-shaped 
leaf; II — landlord, owner of ~ leased for 
building; ~-man (in charge of cricket etc. 
—); —-nofe, on which a common chord is 
built, fundamental bass; ~-nut, (edible 
tuber of) N.-Amer. wild bean, also W.- 
-Ind. & Afr. pea with pod ripening under 
—, PEAnut; —-pine, herb with resinous 
smell, also clubmoss; —-plan., plane 
drawing of divisions of building at — 
level, also outline or general design of 
anything; ~-reni, that paid to —-land¬ 
lord ; — sea, heavy sea without apparent 
cause; — s' man, = —-man; — speed (Avia¬ 
tion), aircraft’s speed relative to — (cf. 
air1 speed)-, — staff, non-flying members 
of aerodrome staff; — swell, heavy sea 
caused by distant or past storm or earth¬ 
quake ; — torpedo, fixed to bottom of sea; 
~’work, foundation or basis (usu. fig.), 
chief ingredient, general surface of thing 
showing where not overlaid with em¬ 
broidery or other ornament. [OE, OS 
grund, OHG grunt, Goth. *qrundus f. 
Gmc *grunduz] 

ground2, v.t. & i. Base, establish, (in¬ 
stitution, principle, belief) on some fact 
or authority (in pass, also in-, p.p., well, 
ill, etc., founded, also abs. = well founded, 
whence—'edLY2 adv.); instruct thorough¬ 
ly (in elements), whence groun'diNG1 n.; 
prepare ground of (embroidery etc.); lay 
(esp. arms) on ground; (Electr.) connect 
with earth as conductor; alight on 
ground; run (t. & i.) ashore, strand; 
prevent (aircraft, airman) from flying, 
(f. prec. ] 

ground3, p.p. of grind. — glass, made 
non-transparent by grinding. 

II groun'dage, n. Duty on ship lying on 
beach or entering port, [-age] 

ground'ling, n. Kinds of GROUND1-/^; 
creeping or dwarf plant; spectator or 
reader of inferior taste (ref. to Hamlet m. 
ii. 12). [-LING1] 

ground'sel1, n. Kinds of weed, of which 
the commonest is used as food for cage- 
-birds. [OE gundeeswelgiee perh. f. gund 
pus, swallow1, = pus-absorber, as being 
used for poultices, later assimilated to 
ground ] 

ground'sel2, n. (arch.). Timber serving 
as foundation, lowest part of wooden 
framework; threshold, [sill] 

group (-oop), n., & v.t. & i. 1. (Fine arts) 
two or more figures or objects forming 
complete design or distinct part of one; 
number of persons or things standing 
near together, knot, cluster; number of 
persons or things belonging or classed 
together (in Pol., used of smaller unit 
than the party, & esp. in assemblies 
where the two-party system does not 
prevail; in scientific classification, used 
vaguely of cross-divisions outside the 
regular hierarchy of class-terms); Oxford 
0~, see buchmanism; — captain, officer of 
air1 Force. 2. vb. Form (t. & rarely i.) 
into a —, place in a — with; form (t. & i. 
of colours, figures, etc.) into well-arranged 
& harmonious whole; classify. Hence 
—'age(3) n. [f. F groupe f. It. gruppo 
f. Gmc *krupp- cogn. w. CROP1] 

group'er (-do-), n. Kinds of W.-Ind. & 
Austral, fish. [f. Port, garupa (prob. 
S.-Amer.)] 

grouse1, n. (pi. grouse). (Prop.) any wild 
gallinaceous bird with feathered feet; 
(pop.) moor fowl or game or red —, 
reddish game-bird of British Isles (black 
—, black1 game-, wood or great —, caper¬ 
caillie; white —, ptarmigan), its flesh, 
[orig. unkn. ] 

II grouse2, v.i., & n. (si.). Grumble, [orig. 
unkn.] 

grout1, n., & v.t. 1. Thin fluid mortar 
for filling interstices. 2. v.t. Fill up or 
finish with this. [cf. F grouter] 

II grout2, v.i. & t. (Of pigs) turn up earth, 
turn up (earth etc.), with snout. [18th c., 
var. of groot vb f. ME groot mud, rel. to 
OE greot grit] 

grov|e, n. Small wood, group of trees, (in 



grovel 545 grunt 

Bible, mistransl. of Hebrew word ■= pillar 
used as idol, or name of goddess). Hence 
~ED2 (-yd), ~e,LESS (-vl-), ~'y2, aa. [excl. 
E, OE grdf] 

grov'el (or -uv-), v.i. (-11-). Lie prone, 
humble oneself, (often in the dirt or dust); 
(part.) abject, low, base, whence ~lingLY2 
adv. Hence ~1er 1 n. [back formation f. 
obs. grovelling adv. (obs. on grufe f. ON a 
grdfu on one’s face, -ling2) taken as part, 
in lay ~ling etc. ] 

grow (-6), v.i. & t. (grew pr. grob, p.p. 
often as act. intr. with is, cf. -ED1 (2), & as 
adj.). 1. Develop or exist as living plant 
(also joc. of lifeless things etc., be found 
in some place; ~ into one, together, etc., 
coalesce), germinate, sprout, spring up, 
be produced, come naturally into exis¬ 
tence, arise. 2. Increase in (freq. in) size, 
height (~ing1 pains, neuralgic pains in 
limbs of the young), quantity, degree, 
power, etc. (~ downwards, diminish; 
habit, person, picture, etc., ~s on one, 
becomes more influential with or admired 
by him), whence ~'ingLY2 (-o'i-) adv. 
3. Become gradually (~ rich); ~ up, ad¬ 
vance to maturity a. & n., adult); 
emerge from soil, reach full size; (of 
custom) arise, become common. 4. Pro¬ 
duce by cultivation, bring forth, let 
(beard etc.) ~, whence ~'abi,e (-o’a-) a. 
5. pass. Be covered (often up or over) 
with some growth. [OE growan, OHG 
gruoen, ON groa f. Gmc *gro- cogn. w. 
GRASS, GREEN ] 

grow'er (-o’er), n. Plant that grows in 
specified way (fast, free, etc., ~); person 
growing produce (often in comb., as 
fruit-~). [-er1] 

growl, v.i. & t., & n. (Make) guttural 
sound of anger (at); rumble; murmur 
angrily, angry murmur, oomplain(t); 
utter with a ~ (out). Hence ~'ingLY2 
adv. [prob. imit.] 

growl'er, n. In vbl senses; also: II four- 
-wheeled cab; kinds of fish; small iceberg. 
[-ER1] 

growl'ery, n. Growling; place to growl 
in, private room, den. [-ERY; cf. boudoir] 

grown, p.p. of grow. ~ man etc., mature, 
growth (-otb), n. Growing, development, 
increase, (of foreign etc. ~, grown abroad 
etc.; full ~, size ultimately attained); 
cultivation of produce; what has grown 
or is growing, (Path.) morbid formation. 
[-TH1] 

groyne, ‘groin, n., & v.t. 1. Timber 
framework or low broad wall run out to 
check drifting of beach & so stop en¬ 
croachment of sea. 2. v.t. Supply (beach) 
with ~s. [f. (dial.) groin snout f. OF groin 
f. LL grunnium pig’s snout f. L grunnire 
grunt] 

grub1, n. Larva of insect, caterpillar, 
maggot; dull drudge, literary hack, 
sloven, smug; ball bowled along ground 
at cricket; (si.) food, a feed; *~-stakc 
(Mining si.), supply (prospector) with 

outfit, provisions, etc., in return for part 
of profits, (n.) outfit etc. so supplied. 
[ME ; perh. f. foil.] 

grub2, v.i. & t. (-bb-). Dig (t. & i.) super¬ 
ficially ; clear (ground) of roots & stumps, 
clear away (roots etc.), (often up); fetch 
up or out by digging (fig., discover in 
books etc.); search, rummage, (intr.); 
plod, toil, on, along, away; (si.) feed, 
provide (boarder etc.) with food, [prob. 
f. prec. ]; ~-axe, -hoe, -hook, for ~bing up 
stumps. Hence (-^b'ERHl, 2) n. [ME; 
perh. repr. OE *grybba f. Gmc •grubh-, 
*grabh- grave2] 

grubb'ly, a. Of, infested with, grubs; 
dirty, grimy, slovenly, whence ~1ness n. 
[-Y2 ] 

Grub-street, n. & a. (Region inhabited 
by) the tribe of needy authors & literary 
hacks; (adj.) of these, [a London street 
(now Milton St) so inhabited in 17th c.] 

grudge, v.t., & n. 1. Be unwilling to give, 
grant, or allow (thing, person thing, thing 
to person), or to do; (part.) reluctant, 
whence grudg'ingLY2 adv. 2. n. Feeling 
of resentment or ill will (have a ~ against; 
bear, owe, one a ~). [f. ME grutch f. OF 
grouchier of unkn. orig. ] 

gru'el (-boil), n., & v.t. (-11-). Liquid food 
chiefly for invalids of oatmeal etc. boiled 
in milk or water (have, get, one’s ~, be 
punished, severely defeated, or killed; so 
give one his ~, & ~ vb si. in same sense, 
whence -^Iing1 (-boil-) n.). [ME, f. OF, f. 
Rom. *grutellum, f. Gmc *grut- (GROATS)] 

grue'some (-oos-), a. Grisly, disgusting. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. Sc. & 
north, grew to shudder; cf. O Sw. grua + 
-SOME] 

gruff, a. Surly, laconic, rough-mannered, 
rough-voiced. Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness 
n., ~'ish1(2) a. [f. MDu., MLG grof 
coarse, = OHG grob] 

grum'blle, v.i. & t., & n. (Utter) dull in¬ 
articulate sound, murmur, growl faintly; 
nimble; complain(t) (at, about, over); 
utter oomplainingly (often out). Hence 
~er1 n., ~ingLY2 adv. [f. obs. grumme 
+-le(3); cf. MDu. grommen, MLG grom- 

melen ] 
grume (-bom), n. (med.). Clot of blood, 
viscous fluid. So grum'ous (-bo-) a. [f, 
L grumus small heap ] 

grumm'et, *grom(m)'et, n. (naut.). 
Ring usu. of twisted rope as fastening, 
rowlock, wad, etc. [f. obs. F grometle f. 
gourmer to curb, of unkn. orig.] 

grum'ply, grum'p|ish, aa. Ill-tempered, 
surly. Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~1ness n. [f. 
grumps ill-humour-f-Y2] 

Grun'dyism, n. Conventional propriety, 
prudery, [f. ‘What will Mrs Grundy (a 
neighbour) say?’ in Morton’s Speed the 
Plough 1798] 

grunt, v.i. & t., & n. (Utter) low gruff 
sound characteristic of pigs; express dis¬ 
content, dissent, fatigue, etc., by this; 
utter with ~ (often out). Hence ~'IngLY2 
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adv. [OE grunneltan = OHG, G gruneen, 
frequent, of grunian imit.] 

grun'ter, n. In vbl senses; esp.: pig; 
kinds of fish. [-ER1] 

gru'yfere (grdo'yar), n. Swiss pale cows’- 
-milk cheese with many cavities. [G~, 
Swiss town] 

grys'bok, n. Small grey S.-Afr. antelope. 
[f. Du. grijsbok {grijs grey, buck1)] 

guacharo (gwahchah'ro), n. The oil-bird 
of S. America. [S.-Amer. Sp.] 

guacho, incorrect for gaucho. 
guai'ac, -acum, (gwi-), n. Kinds of W.- 

-Ind. trees & shrubs (-um only); brownish - 
-green wood of two kinds of these used in 
medicine, lignum vitae; resin from these, 
drug made from it. [-um mod. L f. Sp. 
guayaco of Haytian orig.] 

guan (gwahn), n. Kinds of S.-Amer. gal¬ 
linaceous bird allied to curassow. [prob. 
native] 

gua'na (gwah-), n. Iguana; any large 
lizard, [var. of iguana] 

guana'co (gwanah-), n. (pi. -os). Wild 
llama with reddish-brown wool, [native 
S.-Amer. huanaco] 

gua'n5 (gwah-), n. (pi. -os), & v.t. Excre¬ 
ment of sea-fowl found esp. in islands 
off Peru used as manure; artificial manure 
esp. that made from fish; (vb) fertilize 
with ~. [Sp., f. native huanu] 

guarantee' (ga-), n., & v.t. 1. Person 
making guaranty or giving security; 
guaranty; thing given or existing as 
security for fulfilment of conditions or 
permanence etc. of something; person 
to whom guaranty is given [correl. to 
guarantor-, prop, a separate formation 
with -EE]; ~ fund, sum pledged as con¬ 
tingent indemnity for loss. 2. v.t. Be ~ 
for, answer for due fulfilment of (contract 
etc.) or genuineness etc. of (article), as¬ 
sure permanence etc. of; engage that 
something has happened or will happen; 
secure possession of to person; secure 
against or from (risk etc.), or in (possession 
etc.); hence gua'rantOR (ga-; also -or') 
n. [in first sense, orig. guaranli, prob. f. 
Sp. garanle — F garant warrant1; other 
senses of n. by confusion w. foil, or 
misuse of -ee ] 

gua'ranty (ga-), n., & v.t. Undertaking 
written or other to answer for payment 
of debt or performance of obligation by 
another person liable in first instance; 
ground or basis of security; (vb) guaran¬ 
tee (now rare), [f. AF guarantie, var. of 
waranlie, warranty] 

guard1 (gfTrd), n. 1. Defensive posture 
or motion in fencing, boxing, etc. (in 
cricket, position of bat to defend wicket; 
take, give, —, of batsman, umpire, ascer¬ 
taining correct spot on ground for this). 
2. Watch, vigilant state, {keep —, be on—, 
act as sentry etc.; on, off, one’s ~, pre¬ 
pared, unprepared, against attack, sur¬ 
prise, or one’s own impulses etc.). 3. 
Protector, defender, sentry; || official in 

general charge of stage-coach (hist.) or 
train; II (pi.) household troops (including 
Foot—s, Horse,-—s, Life—s, & by exten¬ 
sion some (orig. seven) regiments of 
Dragoon G—s). 4. Body of soldiers etc. 
serving as protectors of place or person, 
escort, separate portion of army, etc. 
(iadvance, rear, —; ~ of honour-, home1 
G—; mount, relieve, —, earlier the —, take 
up, take others’ place in, sentry duty). 
5. Contrivance to prevent injury or 
accident (often in comb., as fire, trigger, 
—). 6. —-boat, boat going rounds of fleet 
in harbour to see that good watch is kept, 
also official harbour boat enforcing 
quarantine or customs regulations; ~- 
-book (arranged for the reception of 
additional leaves, letters, etc.); —-chain, 
securing watch, brooch, etc.; —'house, 
accommodating military — or securing 
prisoners; —rail, hand or other rail to 
prevent falling etc.; —-ring, preventing 
other ring from slipping off finger, 
keeper; —’room, as —house above; 
—-ship, warship protecting harbour & 
receiving seamen till they can join their 
ships; —s'man, || soldier, esp. officer, of 
G~s; —-tent, as —house above. Hence 
*—'’less a. [ME, f. OF garde f. garder f. 
Rom. *wardare ward] 

guard2 (g£td), v.t. & i. Keep safe, stand 
guard over, keep (door etc.) so as to 
control passage, protect, defend {from, 
against); secure by explanations or stipu¬ 
lations etc. from misunderstanding or 
abuse, (Med.) administer correctives with 
(drug); keep (thoughts, speech) in check 
(—ed language etc., cautious, measured), 
whence ~'ediY2 adv., ~'edNESS n.; use 
a fencing guard; take precautions against; 
(Curling, Bowling) protect (stone, bowl) 
by placing one’s own between it & later 
player, (Chess) protect (piece, pawn) with 
another. Hence ~'ant (her.), depicted 
full-face. [f. prec., or OF garder] 

guard'ian (gar-), n. Keeper, defender, 
protector, (|| G— of the poor, or G-, mem¬ 
ber of Board formerly elected to ad¬ 
minister poor-laws in parish or district); 
(G—) title of newspaper; (Law) one having 
custody of person or property or both 
of infant, idiot, etc. (cf. ward); superior 
of Franciscan convent; ~ angel, spirit 
watching over person or place, [late ME, 
f. AF gardein, OF -era, f. garde guard1; 
see WARDEN] 

guardianship (gifr-), n. Office of guar¬ 
dian, legal tutelage; keeping, guard, {un¬ 
der the — of the laws), [-ship ] 

gua'va (gwah-), n. (Tropical myrtaceous 
tree yielding) acid fruit used for making 
jelly, [f. Sp. guayaba prob. f. S.-Amer. or 
W.-Ind. name] 

guayule' (gwahyodl), n. Aster-like Mexi¬ 
can plant the sap of which furnishes a 
rubber substitute, [native name] 

gubernatorial, a. Of a governor, [f. L 
gubernator governor + -ial ] 
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II gud'dle, v.t. & i. (Sc.). Catch (fish) with 
the hands, by groping under the stones or 
banks of a stream, grope for fish thus, 
[orig. unkn.] 

gudg'eon1 (-jon), n. Small freshwater 
fish used as bait; credulous person. [ME, 
f. F goujon f. L gobionem nom. -o goby] 

gudg'eon3 (-jon), n. Pivot at end of 
beam, axle, etc., on which bell, wheel, 
etc., works; ring of gate fitting on hook of 
post; socket in which rudder works; pin 
holding two blocks of stone etc. together; 
—-pin, (esp.) that holding piston-rod & 
connecting-rod together. [ME, f. OF 
gojon dim. of gouge gouge] 

Gucbre (ge'ber, ga-), n. Zoroastrian, 
fire-worshipper, Parsee. [f. F guHbre f. 
Pers. gabr] 

guel'der r5se (gS-; -z), n. Shrub with 
round bunches of creamy-white flowers, 
snowball tree. [Ouelders in Netherlands] 

Guelph, -If, (gw8-), n. Member of 
medieval Italian party supporting Pope 
against Emperor (cf. ghibelline). Hence 
—'ic a. [f. It. Guelfo f. MHG Welf name 
(of founder of princely family of Guelphs, 
ancestors of British Royal Family) used 
as war-cry at battle of Weinsberg 1140 
against Conrad III] 

guerd'on (gel-), n., & v.t. (poet.). Re¬ 
ward, recompense. Hence—less a. [ME, 
f. OF f. med. L ividerdonum f. OHG 
widarlon (wider again, loan) w. assim. to 
L donum gift] 

Guern'sey (g&n'zl), n. One of Channel 
Islands; (3—; also ~ shirt, coat, frock) 
thick knitted woollen usu. blue outer 
tunic or jersey; ~ cow; — lily, kind of 
amaryllis orig. from S. Africa. 

guer(r)ill'a (ger-), n. (Usu. now — tear) 
irregular war waged by small bodies act¬ 
ing independently; man engaged in this. 
[Sp. (-«•-) dim. of guerra wak] 

guess (gSs), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Estimate 
without measurement or detailed calcula¬ 
tion; think likely, think one divines 
nature of, form hypothesis as to, con¬ 
jecture, hazard opinion about, (noun, 
that, how, when, whether, etc., thing to be-, 
also intr. with at; often abs. in paren¬ 
thesis; / —, chiefly U.S., I feel sure or 
know' well); conjecture (answer to riddle, 
solution of problem) rightly, divine. 
2. n. Rough estimate, conjecture, hypo¬ 
thesis, (by —, at haphazard; by — and by 
God; anybody’s —, a matter of individual 
conjecture); —work, (procedure based 
on) —mg; other—. [n. f. vb, ME gesse, 
of uncert. orig.; cf. OSw. gissa, MLG, 
MDu. gissen; f. root of get] 

guest (gest), n. Person entertained at 
another’s house or table (paying —, 
boarder); person lodging at hotel, board¬ 
ing-house, etc.; animal or vegetable para¬ 
site (cf. host2); —chamber, kept for —s; 
—house, superior boarding-house; >— 
-night, on which —s are entertained at 
club, college, mess, etc. Hence —'ship n. 

guilder 

[OE giest, OS, OHG gast, ON gestr, Goth. 
gasts f. Gmc *gastiz cogn. w. L hostis] 

guest-rope, guess', (gSs-), n. Second rope 
fastened to boat in tow to steady it; rope 
slung outside ship to give hold for boats 
coming alongside, [orig. uncert.; perh. f. 
GUEST ] 

guffaw', n., & v.i. & t. 1. Coarse or 
boisterous laugh. 2. vb. Make, say with, 
—. [o:ig. Sc.; imit.] 

guggle. = GURGLE. 
guichet (gesh'a), n. Grating, hatch, 
ticket-office window'. [F] 

guide1 (gld), n. I. One who show's the 
way; hired conductor of traveller or 
tourist; (esp. in Switzerland etc.) profes¬ 
sional mountain-climber. 2. (Mil.) one of 
company formed for reconnoitring etc.; 
(Naut.) ship on which rest of fleet regulate 
their movements. 3. Adviser; directing 
principle or standard (the feelings are a 
bad — ; Scripture is our —). 4. = girl —. 

5. Book of rudiments, manual, (also — 
-book) book of information on a city, 
cathedral, museum, etc., (to). 6. (mech.). 
Bar, rod, etc., directing motion of some¬ 
thing, gauge etc. controlling tool. 7. 
Thing marking a position or guiding the 
eye. 8. —-posf, FiNGER-pos<; —-rope, guy \ 
small rope attached to load of crane to 
guide it, rope trailed along ground by 
balloon or small airship to assist in 
preserving altitude, one of several ropes 
steadying an airship before flight; ~'way, 
groove, track. Hence —'less (gldl-) a. 
[ME, f. OF f. guider (foil.)] 

guide2 (gid), v.t. Act as guide to, go 
before, lead, direct course of; arrange 
course of (events); be the principle, 
motive, or ground, of (action, judgement, 
etc.); conduct affairs of (State etc.); 
—d m.issile (under remote control); guid¬ 
ing-stick, maulstick. Hence guid'ABLE 
a., guid'ANCE n., (gl-). [ME, f. OF guider, 
older guier (whence ME guy vb) f. Rom. 
*widare f. Gmc *witan (cf. Goth, fair- 
weitjan gaze intently) cogn. w. witan 
(WIT1)] 

guid'on (gl-, go-), n. Pemmnt narrowing 
to point at free end (used as standard of 
dragoons). [F,f. It. guidonef. guidaomvx.]1 

g(u)iid (gl-), n. Society for mutual aid or 
prosecution cf common object; (7—Tiafi, 
in which a medieval — met, (freq., from 
being used as meeting-place of Corpora¬ 
tion) town-hall; |1 (the) Guildhall, hall of 
the Corporation of the City of London, 
used for State banquets, municipal meet¬ 
ings, etc.; — socialism, system by which 
the resources, methods, & profits, of each 
industry should be controlled by a coun¬ 
cil of its members, [f. OE gield, gild & 
ON gildi guild, payment, rel. to OS geld, 
OHG gelt, ON gjald, Goth, gild f. Gmc 
*geldh-; see yield] 

guil'der (gl-), n. Obsolete gold coin of 
Netherlands etc.; Dutch silver coin. [alt. 
of Du. gulden (golden)] 
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guile (gll), n. Treachery, deceit, cunning 
devices. Hence ~'ful a., ~'fulLY2 adv., 

~'fulNESs n., (gilt-), ~'less a., ~'lessi.v2 
adv., ~'lessNkss n. (gil-1-). [ME, f. OF 
of unkn. (presumably Gmc) orig.; cf. 
wile ] 

guill'emot(gi-), n. Kinds of sea-bird. [F, 
f. Guillaume William] 

guilloche (gilosh', & see Ap.), n. Architec¬ 
tural ornament imitating braided ribbons, 
[f. F guillochis, or f. F guilloche the tool 
used ] 

guillotine (gil'oten, or -ten'), n., & v.t. 
X. Machine with knife-blade sliding in 
grooves for beheading; surgical instru¬ 
ment for excising uvula etc., kinds of 
machine for cutting paper etc.; II (Pari.) 
method of preventing obstruction by 
fixing times at which parts of Bill must 
be voted on. 2. v.t. Use the ~ upon. [F 
(Dr Guillotin, its proposer in 17S9)] 

guilt (gl-), n. The having committed a 
specified or implied offence; criminality, 
culpability. [OE gylt, of unkn. Qrig. ] 

guilt'less (gi-), a. Innocent (often of 
offence); not having knowledge or posses¬ 
sion o/(~ of Greek, soap, moustache, etc.). 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [-less] 

guil'tly (gi-), a. Criminal, culpable; con¬ 
scious of, prompted by, guilt (~y con¬ 
science, behaviour, look); having com¬ 
mitted a particular offence (of; ~j/, not 
~j/, verdicts in criminal trials). Hence 
~Ily2 adv.,~iNESS n. [-Y2] 

guimp. = gimp. 

Guinea, g-, (gin'I), n. 1. (C?~). Part of 
W. coast of Africa. 2. (f7~). Former gold 
coin named as first coined for the African 
trade (1663-1717 nominally 20/- but of 
fluctuating value; from 1717 fixed at 21/-; 
last coined 1813), & now money of account 
21/- used in stating professional fees, 
amount of subscriptions, & prices of 
pictures, horses, estates, etc. 3. g~-fowl, 
-hen, gallinaceous bird with slate-coloured 
white-spotted plumage domesticated in 
Europe; G~ grains; -pig, S.-Amer. 
rodent now half-domesticated in Europe 
etc. as pot (origin of name doubtful), person 
receiving ~ fees, esp. company director 
or deputy clergyman, person used as 
subject for medical experiment; G~ 
worm, tropical parasite in human skin, 
[f. Port. GuinA] 

guipure (gep'oor, & see Ap.), n. Kind of 
lace; kind of gimp. [F] 

guise (giz), n. Style of attire, garb, (arch.); 
external appearance; semblance, as¬ 
sumed appearance, pretence, (under, in, 
the ~ of). [ME f. OF, f. Gmc (wise2)] 

guitar' (gi-), n., & v.i. (-rr-). 1. Six- 
-stringed lute played with hand with 
fretted finger-board; hence ~ist(3) n. 
2. v.i. Play ~. [f. Sp. guitarra f. Gk 
kithara; cf. cither, gittern ] 

*gulch, n. Ravine, esp. one with gold 
deposit, [perh. f. dial, gulch to swallow] 

gul'den (goo-), n. Dutch silver coin. [Du. 

& G, = golden (orig. name of various gold 
coins) ] 

gules (-lz), n., & a. (usu. after noun), (her.). 
Red. [ME, f. OF goules pi. ermine dyed 
red] 

gulf, n., & v.t. 1. (Geog.) portion of sea, 
proportionally narrower at mouth than 
bay, partly surrounded by coast; deep 
hollow, chasm, abyss, (poet.) profound 
depth or the sea; whirlpool, what 
swallows up anything; impassable divid¬ 
ing line (Luke xvi. 26); II (Univ. si.) degree 
allowed to honour-candidate who fails but 
deserves pass; G~-stream, oceanic warm 
current issuing from G~ of Mexico; <— 
-weed, seaweed of tropical waters with 
berry-like air vessels. 2. v.t. Engulf, 
swallow up; II (Univ.) give ~ to. [ME, f. 
OF golfe f. It. golfo f. late Gk kolphos (Gk 
Icolpos)] 

gull1, n. Kinds of long-winged web-footed 
mostly marine bird, usu. white with 
mantle varying from pearl-grey to black, 
& bright bill. Hence <~'ery(3) n. [ME; 
perh. f. W gwylan] 

gull2, n., & v.t. Dupe, fool. So ~'ible 
a., ~1bil'ity n., ~'ish 1 a. [uncert. which 
is source of other; for the n., cf. dial, gull 
young bird (ON gulr yellow); for the vb, 
cf. obs. gull vb ‘stuff’ or ‘cram’ ] 

gtill'et, n. Food-passage from mouth to 
stomach, oesophagus; throat; water- 
-channel, strait, defile, (arch. & dial.). 
[ME, f. OF dim. of gole (now gueule) f. L 
gula] 

gull'y1, n., & v.t. 1. Water-worn ravine; 
deep artificial channel, gutter, drain, 
sink; (Cricket) fielding position between 
point & the slips; —drain, to sewer from 
~-Ao/e, opening in street for drainage; ~- 
-trap, anti-gas trap1 in —drains. 2. v.t. 
Make gullies in, form (channels) by water 
action, [f. F goulet (prec.)] 

gull 'y2, n. Large knife, [orig. unkn.] 
gulos'ity, n. (rare). Gluttony, [f. LL gulo- 
sitas (L gulosus gluttonous f. gula gullet)] 

gulp, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Swallow (usu. down) 
hastily, greedily, or with effort (~ down 
sobs, tears, suppress them); perform act 
of swallowing with difficulty, gasp, choke; 
hence ~'ingLY2 adv. 2. n. Act of ~ing 
(drained it at one ~); effort to swallow; 
large mouthful; hence ~'Y2 a. [f. MDu. 
gulpen (imit.)] 

gum1, n. (usu. pi.). Firm flesh in which 
the teeth stand; ~'boil, small abscess on 
~s. [OE goma, OHG guomo, ON gdmr] 

gum2, n., & v.t. & i. (-mm-). 1. Viscid 
secretion of some trees & shrubs that 
hardens in drying but is soluble in water 
(cf. resin), used to stick paper etc. together 
& stiffen linen etc.; secretion collecting in 
inner corner of eye; hard transparent 
sweet made of gelatine etc.; (also —tree) 
any tree exuding ~, esp. kinds of euca¬ 
lyptus (up a~-tree, in a fix, at end of one’s 
resources); morbid secretion of ~ as 
disease of fruit-trees; *(pl.) rubber boots; 
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~ akabic ; ~ bichromate, method of con¬ 
trolled photographic printing based on 
the carbon process; ~ boot, rubber boot; 
~ dragon, tragacanth; ~ juniper, san- 
darac; ~ resin, vegetable secretion of 
resin mixed with as gamboge; ~ 
Senegal, kind of ~ arabic from Senegal. 
2. vb. Stiffen, smear, with fasten 
down, together, up, in, etc., with ~; exude 
~. [ME, f. OF gomme f. L gummi f. Gk 
kommi] 

!! gum3, n. (vulg.). God (in oaths, as my, 
bib ~ !)■_ [deformation of God ] 

•gum'bo, n. = okra ; soup thickened with 
okra pods, [of Negro orig. ] 

gum'lah, n. Large Indian earthenware 
water-jar. [Hind, gamla] 

gumm'a, n. (path.; pl.~s,~ta). Syphilitic 
tumour. Hence ~tOUS a. [mod. L, f. L 
gummi gum2, from nature of contents] 

gumm'ly, a. Viscid, sticky; abounding 
in, exuding, gum; (of ankles & legs) puffy, 
swollen. Hence ~1ness n. [-Y2] 

gump'tion, n. (colloq.). Resource, enter¬ 
prising spirit, go, ready practical sense; 
(Painting) vehicle for colour. [Sc., of 
unkn. orig.] 

gun, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Metal tube for 
throwing missiles with gunpowder or 
some explosive force, piece of ordnance, 
cannon, musket, fowling-piece, rifle, 
carbine, (sure as a ~, certainly, beyond 
question; stand, stick, to one’s ~s, main¬ 
tain position; big ~, eminent person; 
blow great~s, violently, a gale); ‘revolver 
(~ moll, gangster's mistress); starting - 
-pistol (beat, jump, the ~, start before the 
signal is given, also fig.); insecticide spray. 
2. Member of shooting-party. 3. ~- 
-barrel1; ~'boat, small vessel of shallow 
draught & with relatively heavy ~ arma¬ 
ment; ~-carriage; ~-cotton, explosive 
made by steeping cotton in nitric & 
sulphuric acids used for blasting; ~ crew, 
team manning ~; ~ dog, one trained to 
follow ~s; ~-fire, firing of ~, csp. (Mil., 
Naut.) of morning or evening ~ to show 
time, independent firing by each ~ of a 
battery; ~-harpoon, propelled from~, 
not by hand; —lock, mechanism by 
which charge of ~ is exploded; ~’man, 
(esp., U.-S. si.) armed robber; <■—metal, 
alloy of copper & tin or zinc (formerly 
used for ~s); —pit, to protect ~ crews 
& ~s from enemy’s fire; powder, ex¬ 
plosive of saltpetre, sulphur, & charcoal, 
for use in ~s & blasting (~powder plot, 
5th Nov. 1605 to blow up Parliament), 
fine green tea of granular appearance, 
white —powder, kinds of modern ex¬ 
plosive ; II ~'room, compartment in war¬ 
ship fitted up for junior officers or as 
lieutenants’ mess-room (orig. for gunner 
& his mates); —runner, -running, (person 
engaged in) illegal introduction of fire- 
-arms into countiy;' ~'shot, range of ~ 
~ (outof, within,~shot);—shy, frightened 
at report of ~ (esp. of sporting dog); 

>9 gurnard 

smith, maker and repairer of small fire- 
-arms; ~-stock, wooden mounting of ~- 
-barrel. Hence (heavily etc.)~nED2 (-nd), 
-~'less, aa. 4. vb (-mi-). Shoot (at), go 
shooting. [ME ; perh. f. Gunna pet-form 
of ON GunnhUdr woman’s name used as 
personal name (as with ships, & cf. Mons 
Meg cannon kept at Edinburgh) for 
ballistae & cannon (una magna balista de 
cornu quae vocatur Doming Gunilda, 1330)] 

gunn'el1, n. A small eel-shaped sea-fish, 
the butter-fish. [orig. unkn.] 

gunnel2. See gunwale. 

gunn'er, n. || Officer or man of artillery 
(as official term, private); Master G~, 
R.A. warrant officer in charge of equip¬ 
ment etc. in a fort, or similarly employed; 
(Naut.) warrant officer in charge of 
battery, magazine, etc. (~’s daughter, 
gun to which sailors were lashed for 
flogging; kiss, marry, the ~’s daughter, be 
flogged); game-shooter. [-ER2 (2)] 

gunn'era, n. The prickly rhubarb, an 
ornamental foliage plant with large 
leaves, [f. J. E. Gunnerus, naturalist; 
see -a(1)] 

gunn'ery, n. Construction & management 
of large guns (—lieutenant, || (si.) ~ jack, 
with warrant of competence to supervise 
~ from ~-shi,p, for training in ~); firing 
of guns. [-ERY] 

gunn'ing, n. Shooting, esp. of game (usu. 
go ~); wildfowling in shooting-punt. 
[-TNG 1 ] 

gunn'y, n. Coarse sacking, sack, usu. of 

jute fibre, [f. Hind, goni f. Skr. goni 
sack ] 

gun'ter, n. (Also <7~’.s scale) flat 2-ft rule 
with scales, logarithmic lines, etc., used 
for solving mechanically problems in 
surveying & navigation; topmast, or its 
sail, sliding up & down lower mast on 
rings (from resemblance to sliding G~’s 
scale); G~’s chain, 66-ft surveying CHAIN. 
[E. G~, mathematician d. 1626] 

gun'wale ( nal), gunn'el, n. Upper edge 
of ship’s or boat’s side (~ to, under, level 
with, below, water), [gun + wale (former¬ 
ly used to support guns); cf. channel2] 

tjiin’tfah, n. Native Australian hut. 
[native ] 

gup, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Gossip. [Hind.] 
gurgita'tion, n. Surging, bubbling motion 
or sound, [f. LL gurgitare to surge 
(gurges -ilis whirlpool) +-ation ] 

gur'gle, v.i. & t., & n. (Make) bubbling 
sound as of water from bottle or among 
stones; utter with such sounds, [imit.; 
or f. Du. gorgelen, G gurgeln, or It. gorgo- 
gliare, f. L (gurgulio gullet); cf. gargle, 
GUGGLE] 

gur'jun, n. E.-Ind. tree yielding ~ bal¬ 
sam or oil, used medicinally, [native] 

Gurkha (goork'a), n. Member of ruling 
nindu race in Nepal (~ regiments, of ~s 
in British army), [native] 

gutn'ard, gurn'et, n. Kinds of sea-fish 
with large head, mailed cheeks, & three 
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free pectoral rays. [ME, f. OF gornart, 
gournart ult. f. gron(d)ir (grunt)] 

gu'rrah, n. Common Indian earthen jar. 
[native ] 

gu'rry, n. Small Indian fort. [Hind, garhi] 
guru (gdb'rdo), n. Hindu spiritual teacher. 

[Skr., = grave, dignified] 
gush, v.i. & t., & n. (Issue in, send forth) 
sudden or copious stream (often fig. of 
speech, tenderness, etc.); emit (water) 
copiously; (speak, behave, with) effusive¬ 
ness, sentimental affectation, whence 
~'EK1 n., (also) oil-well from which the 
oil flows without pumping, ~'ingLY2 

adv., ~'Y2 a. [ME gosshe peril, irnit.] 
guss'et, n. Triangular piece let into gar¬ 
ment to strengthen or enlarge some part; 
iron bracket strengthening angle of 
structure. Hence ~ed2 a. [ME, f. OF 
gousset (gousse pod, shell) flexible piece 
filling up joint in mail-coat] 

gust1, n., & v.i. Sudden violent rush of 
wind; burst of rain, fire, smoke, sound, or 
pa,ssion ; (v.i.) blow in~s. Hence gus'tY2 

a., gus'tlLY2 adv. [f. ON gustr] , 
gust2, n. (arch. & poet.). Sense of taste; 
keen relish (have a ~ of, appreciate); 
flavour. [ME, f. L guslus taste] 

gfista'tion, n. Tasting. So gus'tATiVE, 

gus'tatORY, aa. [f. L gustatio (gustare f. 
guslus taste, -ation) ] 

gus'td, n. Special flavour (arch.; enjoy 
the full ~ of); zest, enjoyment with which 
something is done. [It., as gust2] 

gut, n., & v.t. & i. (-tt-). 1. (PI.) bowels or 
entrails (esp. of animals), contents of 
anything (has no ~s in it, is of no real 
value or force); particular part of lower 
alimentary canal, intestine, (blind ~, 
caecum). 2. (Usu. pi.) belly as seat of 
appetite (vulg.); (pi., si.) pluck, force of 
character, staying power. 3. Material 
for violin strings made from intestines of 
animals; surgical ~ (for suture); material 
for fishing-lines made from intestines of 
silkworm. 4. Narrow water-passage, 
sound, straits, II (Oxf. & Camb.) bend of 
rivers in racing-course; defile, narrow 
lane or part of street. 5. vb. Take out 
~s of, clean, (fish); remove or destroy 
internal fittings of (house etc.): extract 
essence of (book etc.); eat greedily (vulg.). 
[OE guttas pi., prob. cogn. w. geotan 
pour ] 

gutt'ae, n. pi. Drops in a. row as ornament 
esp. in Doric architecture, [pi. of L gutta 
drop ] 

gutta-pSrch'a, n. Tough greyish-black 
substance flexible when thin, of inspis¬ 
sated juice of various Malayan trees, [f. 
Malay getah gum, percha name of tree] 

gutt'ate, a. (nat. hist.). Speckled, [f. L 
gnttatus (gutta drop, -ate2)] 

gutt'er, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Track made by 
running v-ater (rare); shallow trough be¬ 
low- eaves, or channel at side of street, 
carrying off rain-water (—-child, street 
arab ; take child etc. out of—, remove from 

poor surroundings); open conduit for out¬ 
flow of fluid; groove; —man, cheap street- 
-vendor of trifles; ~ press, journalism 

(catering for depraved or vulgar tastes); 
—-snipe, street arab. 2. vb. Furrow, chan¬ 
nel ; flow in streams; (of candle) melt 
away by becoming channelled so that 
wax etc. runs down. [ME, f. AF gotere 

f. Rom. *guttaria (L gutta, -er2)] 
gut'tle, v.i. & t. Eat gluttonously. Hence 
gutt'lER1 n. [prob. f. gut after guzzle] 

gutt'ural, a. & n. Of the throat; (of 
sounds) produced in throat or by back of 
tongue & palate (n., ~ sound or letter, 
as k, g). Hence ~ize(3) v.t., ~ism(1) n., 
~LY2 adv. [F, f. L guttur throat + -AL] 

gutt'uro-, comb, form of L guttur throat 
(see -o-), as —maxill’ary of throat & jaws. 

guy1 (gi), n., & v.t. 1. Rope, chain, etc., to 
steady load of crane etc. or hold tent etc. 
in place. 2. v.t. Secure with ~(s). [of 
LG or Du. orig.; cf. LG, Du. gei brail 
etc.] 

guy2 (gi), n., & v.t. Sc i. 1. Effigy of Guy 
Fawkes burnt on 5th Nov.; II grotesquely 
dressed person, fright; *(sl.) man, fellow; 
II (si.) act of decamping (give the — to, 
escape from; do a —, disappear). 2. vb. 
Exhibit in effigy; ridicule; (si.) run 
away, [person] 

Guy’s (giz), n. (Used for) Guy’s Hospital 
in London, [person] 

guz'zle, v.i. Sc t. Drink, eat, greedily (i. 
& t.); consume (money etc.) in guzzling 
(often away). Hence guzz'lER1 n. [imit. ] 

gwyn'iad, n. White-fleshed lake fish of 
salmon kind. [W (gxcyn white)] 

gybe, *jihe, v.i. & t., & n. (Of fore-&-aft 
-sail or boom) swing across, make (sail) do 
this, in wearing or running before w-ind; 
(of ship, crew, etc.) change course so that 
this happens, [f. Du. gijben] 

gyle (g-), n. Quantity of beer brewed at 
once; fermenting wort; fermenting-tun. 
[f. MDu. ghijl (gijlen to ferment)] 

gym, n. (colloq.). Gymnasium, gym¬ 
nastics. [abbr. ] 

gymkha'na (-kah-), n. (orig. Anglo-Ind.). 
Public place with facilities for athletics; 
athletic-sports display, [mixture of gym¬ 
nastics) & Hind. (gend-)khana ball-house, 
racquet court] 

gymna'sium (-z-), n. (pi. -urns, -a). 1. 
Place, room, or building, with appliances 
for practice in gymnastics. 2. Conti¬ 
nental, esp. German, school of highest 
grade preparing for universities (often pr. 
glmnah'zidbm; pi. occas. -ien), whence 
gymna'siAL a. [L, f. Gk gumnasion 
(gumnazb exercise f. gumnos naked)] 

gym'nast, n. Expert in gymnastics, [f. 
Gk gumnastes (gumnazo see prec.)] 

gymnas'tlic, a. & n. 1. Of gymnastics, 
involving bodily or (rarely) mental exer¬ 
cise, discipline, effort, or activity; hence 
—tcally adv. 2. n. Course of instruction 
regarded as discipline (grammar is a good 
—ic); (pi.) exercises developing themuscles. 
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esp. such as are performed in gymnasium 
(also in same sense as sing.), [f. L f. Gk 
gumnastikos (prec., -ic)] 

gymno-, comb, form of Gk gumnos naked, 
bare, used in many bot., zool., & biol. 
terms, as ~sperm'ous having seeds un¬ 
protected by seed-vessels. 

gymnos'oph|ist, n. One of ancient Hindu 
philosophic sect going nearly naked & 
given up to contemplation; mystic, 
ascetic. So ~y 1 n. [F, or f. L f. Gk gum- 
nosophistai pi. (prec., sophist)] 

gymnot'us, n. The electric eel. [f. Gk 
gumnos naked -f noton back (from absence 
of dorsal fins)] 

gynaece'um (g-, j-), n. (Gk & Rom. Ant.) 
women’s apartments in house; (Bot.; 
freq. incorrectly -oe'cium) female organs 
of flower. [L, f. Gk gunaikeion (gune 
-aikos woman); -oecium from confusion 
with Gk oikion house ] 

gynaeco- (g-, j-), comb, form of Gk gune 
-aikos woman, as ~logy (-OF), science of 
diseases of women. Hence ~c'racy 
(-Ok-) n. 

gynan'drous (g-, j-), a. (bot.). With 
stamens & pistil united in one column as 
in orchids, [f. Gk gunandros (gune woman, 
aner andros man) of doubtful sex + -ous] 

gyn(o)- (g-, j-), shortened form of 
gynaeco-, esp. in Bot. = pistil-, ovary-, as 
gyn'obctse, enlargement of receptacle sup¬ 
porting gynaeceum, gyn'ophore, pedicel 
supporting ovary, also (Zool.) hud-bearing 
branch in hydrozoa; also = woman-, 
whence gynoo'RACY n. 

-gynous (g-, j-), suf. f. mod. L f. Gk -gunos 
(gune woman) +-ous, forming adjj. = 
having specified female organs or pistils, 
as mono~, tetra~, andro~. 

II gyp1, n. College servant at Cambridge 
& Durham (cf. scout1); -—room, ~’s 
pantry, [perh. for obs. gippo scullion, 
orig. man’s short tunic, f. obs. F jupeau] 

II gyp2, n- (si.). Give one ~, scold or 
punish or defeat him unmercifully, pain 
one. [orig. unkn.] 

•gyp3, v.t. (si.; -pp-). Cheat, swindle. 
[orig. unkn. ] 

gyps. = GYT>SUM. 
gypsoph'ila, n. Kinds of garden plant 
with profusion of small white composite 
flowers, [foil., -phil] 

gyp's |um, n. Hydrated calcium sulphate, 
mineral from which plaster of Paris is 
made, whence ~og'raphy n.; this used 
as manure, whence ~um v.t. Hence 
~eous, ~If'erous, ~ous, aa. [L, f. Gk 
gupsos] 

gypsy. See gipsy. 
gyr'ate1, a. (bot.). Arranged in rings or 
convolutions, [f. L gyratus (gyre, -ate2)] 

gyrate'2, v.i. Go in circle_ or spiral, 
revolve, whirl. Hence gyrA'TioN n., 
gyr'atoRY a. [f. [LL gyrare (foil.), -ate3] 

gyl'e, v.i., & n. (poet.). = prec.; (n.) 
gyration, [vb as prec.; n. f. L f. Gk guros 
ring] 

gyr'5, n. (pi. -os). Gyroscope (see foil.); 
—compass, compass giving true north & 
bearings from it by means of a gyroscope, 
[akbr. of foil.] 

gyr'o-, comb, form of Gk guros ring, as 
~graph (-ahf), instrument recording 
revolutions; magnetic a., of the mag¬ 
netic properties of a rotating electrical 
particle; ~plane, form of aircraft deriving 
its lift mainly from freely rotating over¬ 
head vanes; ~scdpe, ~sldt, instruments 
illustrating dynamics of rotating bodies, 
also (~scope) rapidly spinning wheel fixed 
in something, e.g. car on single rail, to 
keep it in equilibrium, & having, by the 
independent stability of its axis, great 
value in mechanics; ~-tiller, cultivator 
in which tines rotate round axis, 

gyrose', a. (bot.). Folded & waved, 
marked with wavy lines, [gyre, -ose 1 ] 

gyttja (git'yfi,), n. (geol.). Late or post- 
-glacial deposit, usu. covered over by peat 
of a later date, in Sweden. [Sw., = mud, 
ooze] 

gyve, n. (usu. pi.), & v.t. (poet.). Shackle, 
fetter. [ME give (pr. g-), of unkn. orig.] 

H 
H, h, (ach), letter (pi. //s, H’s). DRor2 one’s 
hs; H-iron, girder of H-shaped section. 

ha1 (hah), int. expr. surprise, joy, sus¬ 
picion, triumph, etc. [ME] 

ha2 (hah). See hum v. 
haaf (hahf), n. (In Shetland & Orkney) 

deep-sea fishing ground, [f. ON haf 
high sea] 

hab'eas cdrp'us, n. Writ requiring body 
of person to be brought before judge or 
into court, esp. to investigate lawfulness 
of his restraint; Habeas Corpus Act (of 
Charles II, 1G79, facilitating use of this). 
[L, = you must have the body] 

hab'erdashler, n. Dealer in small articles 
of dress etc. Hence ~ery(1) n. [conn. w. 
obs. haberdash small wares, prob. f. AF 
hapertas, of unkn. orig. ] 

hab'ergeon (-jon), n. (hist.). Sleeveless 
coat of mail. [ME, f. OF haubergeon 
(HAUBERK, -OON) ] 

hab'lle, a. (literary). Skilful, dextrous. 
[15th c. var. of able] 

habil'lment, n. (PI.) dress suited to any 
office or occasion (joe. of ordinary 
clothes); (sing.) equipment, attire, (rare). 
[ME, f. OF (h)abillem.eni (habiller fit out f. 
habile able, see -ment)] 

habil'it|ate, v.t. & i. Furnish (mine) with 
working capital; (intr.) qualify for office 
(esp. in German Univ.). So ~a'tion n. 
[f. med. L habilitare (as ability),see-ate3] 

hab'it1, n. Settled tendency or practice, 
as he is in, has (fallen into), the or a ~ of 
contradiction; mental constitution, esp. 
~ of mind; bodily constitution, as a man 
of corpulent ~; (Bot., Zool.) mode of 
growth; (arch.) dress, esp. of religious 
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order; (also riding—-) lady’s riding-dress. 
[ME, f. OF f. L habitus -us f. habere hatnt- 
have, (refi.) be] 

hab'it2, v.t. Clothe; II (arch.) Inhabit. 
[f. OF habiter f. L habitare inhabit, as 
prec. ] 

hab'it|able, a. That can be inhabited. 
Hence ~aBiL'iTY, ~ableNESS, nn., ~abLY2 
adv. [ME, f. OF f. L habitabilis (as prec., 
see -able)] 

hab'itant, n. Inhabitant; (pr. ahbetahn') 
Canadian of French descent. [I’ (habit2, 

-ANT) ] 
hab'itat, n. Natural home of plant or 
animal; habitation, [L, 3rd sing pres, 
as HABIT2] 

habita'tion, n. Inhabiting, as fit for 
human ~; place of abode; branch of 
Primrose League. [ME, f. OF f. L 
habitationem (as habit2, -ation)] 

habit'ual, a. Customary; constant, con¬ 
tinual; given to (specified) habit, as a 
~ drunkard. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[f. med. L habitualis (as habit1, -al)] 

habit'u|ate, v.t. Accustom to thing, to 
doing). So ~a'tion n. [f. LL habituare (as 
habit1), see -ate3] 

hab'itude, n. Mental or bodily constitu¬ 
tion ; custom, tendency. [ME, f. OF f. L 
habitudinem (habere have, see -tude)] 

liablt'ue (-a), n. Habitual visitor or 
resident. [F, p.p. of habituer (as habitu¬ 
ate)] 

hachures (h&shur'), n. pi. Lines used in 
hill-shading on maps to indicate slope. 
[F] 

iiacX&n'da (&-, ah-), n. (Sp.-Amer.). Estate, 
plantation; factory, works. [Sp.] 

hack1, n. Mattock; miner’s pick; gash, 
wound, csp. from kick with toe of boot. 
[f. MLG hakke, & f. foil.] 

hack2, v.t. & i. Cut, notch, mangle; kick 
shin of (opponent at football); deal 
cutting blows (at); emit short dry coughs; 
a~ing (short dry frequent) cough; <■—saw 
(for metal-cutting). [OE haccian, MLG, 
MDu., MHG hacken f. WG *hakkdn] 

hack3, n. Board on which hawk’s meat is 
laid; (of eyas hawk) be at ~ (not allowed 
to prey for itself); frame for drying bricks, 
[var. of hatch \ peril, assoc, w. heck ] 

hack4, n. Horse let out for hire; jade; 
horse for ordinary riding; common 
drudge (also attrib., as ~ writer)-, stand, 
cabstand, [abbr. of hackney ] 

hack5, v.t. & i. Make common, hackney; 
ride (horse), ride on horseback, on road 
at ordinary pace; use hired horses, [f. 
prec.] 

hack'ery, n. Indian bullock-cart. [perh. 
f. Hindi chhakrd ] 

hac'kle1, n., & v.t. 1. Steel flax-comb; 
long feathers on neck of domestic cock & 
other birds; with his ~s up, (of cock, dog, 
man) angry, ready to fight; artificial 
fly dressed with~, 2. v.t. Dress (flax, fly] 
with ~. [ME hechele, hek-, hakele, f. OE 
*hacule, *hecile f. Gmc *halc- prick. 

haemorrhoids 

pierce; cf. HOOK; cogn. w. MHG hachele, 
MLG, MDu. hekele] 

hac'kle2, v.t. Hack, mangle. [iiack2-F 
-LE(3) ] 

hack'ly, a. Rough, jagged, [f. prec.+-Y2] 
hack'matack, n. Amer. larch, [native] 
hack'ney, n., & v.t. 1. Horse of middle 

size & quality for ordinary riding; drudge, 
hireling; —carriage, -coach (kept for 
hire). 2. v.t. (Esp. in p.p. ~ed) make 
common or trite, [orig. much disputed; 
Skeat conjectures ME f. Hackenei in 
Middlesex, whence OF haquenee Sc other 
Rom. forms] 

had. See have. 
hadd'ock, n. Fish allied to cod. [ME, of 
unkn. orig.; OF hadot prob. f. E ] 

hade, v.i. (geol., mining). Incline from 
the vertical, [orig. unkn. ] 

Had'es (-z), n. (Gk Myth.). Lower world, 
abode of departed spirits. [Gk, orig. a 
name of Pluto] 

Hadj'i, Hajj'i, n. (Title of) Mohammedan 
pilgrim who has been to Mecca, [f. Arab. 
haji] 

hadn’t. See have. 
haecce'ity (ticks-), n. (philos.). Thisness; 
individuality, [f. med. L haecceitas (haec 
fern, of hie this, see -ty) ] 

haem'al, a. (anat.). Of the blood; 
situated on same side of body as the 
heart & great blood-vessels, [f. Gk 
haima blood + -al ] 

haemat'ic, a. & n. Of or containing 
blood; (n.) medicine acting on the blood, 
[f. Gk haimatikos (as foil., see -ic)] 

haem'atin, n. (chem.). Bluish-black amor¬ 
phous substance, constituent of haemo¬ 
globin. [f. Gk haima -matos blood +-in] 

haem'atite, hemf, n. A red, brown, or 
blackish, iron oxide ore. [f. L f. Gk 
haimatites (lithos) blood-like stone (as 
prec., see -ite)] 

haem'ato-, (chiefly U.S.) hem'ato-, in 
comb. = Gk haima -matos blood, as ~ceie, 
tumour_containing extravasated blood, 

haematur'ia, n. (path.). Presence of 
blood in the urine, [f. prec. + Gk ouron 
urine] 

haem'o-, hem'o-, in comb, short for 
H(A)EMATO-. 

haemoglob'in, n. Colouring matter of 
the red corpuscles of the blood, [f. 
haemo- -f globulin] 

haemophll'la, hem-, n. (med.). (Heredi¬ 
tary) tendency to bleeding from even a 
slight injury, [f. Gk haima blood, -0-, 
philia affection ] 

haem'orrhage, hemi, (hgm'orij), n. 
Escape of blood from blood-vessels, 
bleeding. [17th c. f. L f. Gk haimorrhagia 
(haima blood+st. of rhegnumi burst); 
16th c. also -agy f. OF -agie] 

haem'orrhoids, heml, (h&m'oroidz), n. 
pi. Piles. [14th c. erneraudes (Bibl. 
emerods) f. OF emeroyde; later dir. f. L f. 
Gk haimorrhoides (phlebes) bleeding (veins) 
(haima blood + -rhoos -flowing)] 
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ha'fix (hah-), n. Mohammedan who knows 
Koran by heart (used as title). [Arab.] 

haf'nium, n. (chem.). Metallic element 
discovered in 1923. [Da. (Kjoben)havn 
Copenhagen + -ium ] 

haft (hah-), n., & v.t. Wooden shaft of 
pick-axe, mattock, felling-axe, etc.; 
handle (of dagger, knife, etc.); (v.t.) 
furnish (knife etc.) with —. [OE hseft(e), 
OHG hefli, ON hepti f. Gmc *haftjom f. 
*/)«/- HEAVE ] 

hag1, n. Ugly old woman; witch; 
(formerly) evil spirit in female form; 
(also ~'fish) a parasite fish allied to 
lamprey; —'ridden, afflicted by night¬ 
mare. Hence —g'lSH1 (-g-) a. [ME hegge, 
hagge perh. f. OE hsegtesse (= OHG 
hagazissa, G hexe) of unkn. orig. ] 

II hag2, n. Soft place in moor; firm place 
in bog. [cf. ON hbgg ravine] 

hagga'dah (-gah-), n. Legendary part of 
the Talmud; book recited at seder. 

[Heb., = tale, f. higgid tell] 
hagg'ard, a. & n. 1. Wild-looking (esp. a3 

a result of fatigue, privation, worry, etc.). 
2. (Of hawk) caught in her adult plumage, 
untamed; (n.) such a hawk. Hence —ness 

n. [f. F hagard, of unkn. orig. ] 
II hagg'is (-g-), n. Minced heart, lungs, & 
liver, of sheep etc., boiled in maw with 
suet, oatmeal, etc. [ME ; orig. unkn. ] 

hag'gle, v.i., & n. Dispute, wrangle, 
(abend, over); (v.i.) bargain, [f. dial, hag 
chop f. ON hbggva, (hew) + -le(3)] 

hag'idrchy (-gi-; -ki), n. Rule, order, of 
saints, [f. foil. +Gk arkhe rule] 

hagio- (-g-), comb, form of Gk hagios 
saint(ly), as: ~cracy (-6k-), government 
of holy persons; ~grapha (-6g-), books of 
the Hebrew Scriptures not included under 
Law & Prophets; ~grapher (-6g-), —- 
graph'ic, (writer) of any of these, or 
of saints’ lives; ~graphy (-6g-), writing 
of saints’ lives; ~lairy (-ol-), worship of 
saints; ~logy (-51-), literature treating 
of lives & legends of saints; ~scope 
(hag1), (modern term for) squint (eccl.). 

hah, int. & v.i. = ha1’2. 
ha ha (hah hah), int. repr. laughter, 
ha-ha (hah'hah), n. Sunk fence bounding 
park or garden. [F] 

hai(c)k (hah'Ik, hak), n. Arabian outer 
wrapper for head & body. [Arab. hayk 
f. /lak weave] 

hail1, n. Pellets of frozen rain falling 
in shower, as storm; shower of missiles, 
curses, questions, etc.; —'stone, pellet of 
—. Hence —'Y2 a. [OE hsegl, OS, OHG 
hagel, ON hagl f. Gmc *hag(a)laz, -am] 

hail2, v.i. & t. It —s, hail falls; (fig.) pour- 
down (blows, words, etc.), come down, 
violently. [OE hagalian (prec.)] 

hail3, int. of greeting; ~-fellow, ~-fellow- 
-well-met, iDtimate, too intimate, with. 
[ellipt. use of obs. adj. hail f. ON he.Ul 
sound, hade, whole] 

hail4, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Salute; greet 
(person etc. as king etc., also — him king); 

halcyon 

call to (ship, person) to attract attention; 
(of ship, person) be come from (place). 
2. n. Salutation, esp. unthin—, nearenough 
to be ~ed. [ME, f. prec. ] 

hair, n. 1. One or (collect, sing.) all of the 
fine filaments growing from skin of 
animals, esp. from human head (pi. —s in 
collect, sense is arch.); (of plants) elon¬ 
gated cell growing from epidermis; —-like 
thing; jot, tittle; against the —, against 
the grain; to a —, exactly; a — of the doq 
that bit you; (si.) keep your — on, keep 
cool; get person by the short —s (si.), have 
complete control over, have at one’s 
mercy; (of girl) put up, turn up, her —, 
dress it in woman’s fashion; do or put up, 
let doum her —; let one’s (back) — down 
(colloq.), drop ceremony, behave in an 
unconventional way; not turn a —, show 
no sign of exhaustion or discomposure; 
~ stands on end (with fright or horror). 
2. ~'bread,th or —’s breadth, minute 
distance (—breadth escape, very narrow); 
—'finish, toilet brush for —; ~'clolh (made 
of—, for various purposes): —'cu(, cutting 
of the— ; —-do (colloq.), style or process of 
woman’s —dressing; ~'dresser, one whose 
business is to dress and cut —; —line, 
line, rope, made of —, (also) up-stroke in 
writing; —-ri.e(, -oil (used for the —); 
—1'pin (for fastening the —; —pin bend, 
doubling back of road) ;~-powder, scented 
powder for—, now used by men-servants; 
— shirt (of —cloth, for ascetics); — -slide, 
horn or tortoise-shell clip for keeping — 
in position; —-space (Typ.), very thin 
space; —-splitting a. & n., over-subtle(ty); 
—'spring, fine spring in watch, regulating 
balance-wheel; —-stroke, fine up-stroke in 
writing; — trigger, secondary trigger 
releasing main one by slight pressure. 
Hence —'Iness n., (-)—ed2 (-rd), —'less, 
—'like, —'y2, aa. (~y-heeled, si., deficient 
in breeding or manners). [OE heSr, her, OS, 
OHG, ON hdr, f. Gmc "hseram] 

hake1, n. Fish like cod. [15th c., of unkn. 
orig. ] 

hake2, haik, n. Wooden framework for 
drying bricks & other purposes, [prob. 
var. of HACK3, HECK] 

hakeem', -kim'1 (-em), n. (In India & 
Mohammedan countries) physician. 
[Arab, hakim wise, physician] 

ha'kim2 (hah-), n. (As prec.) judge, ruler, 
governor. [Arab, hakim] 

hala'tion, n. (photog.). Spreading of light 
beyond its proper boundary in a negative 
(and consequent fogging) caused by in¬ 
ternal reflection in the support of the 
emulsion, [irreg. f. halo +-ATION] 

hal'berd, -rt, n. (hist.). Combined spear 
& battle-axe. [f. OF halebarde, ult. f. 
MUG helmbarte (helm handle + baric axe)] 

halberdier' (-er), n. Man armed with hal¬ 
berd. [f. OFhallebardier(as prec., see -ier)] 

hal'cyon, n. & a. 1. Bird fabled by the 
ancients to breed in floating nest on sea 
at winter solstice, & to charm wind & 
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waves into calm for the purpose; (Zool.) 
Australasian kingfisher. 2. adj. Calm, 
esp. ~ days (orig. 14 days about winter sol¬ 
stice). [ME, f. L halcyon f. Gk allcuon 
kingfisher] 

hale1, a. Robust, vigorous, (esp. of old 
persons). Hence ~'ness (-In-) n. [north, 
repr. of OE hal whole] 

hale2, v.t. Drag, draw, forcibly (lit. & 
fig.). [ME, f. OF haler f. ON hala = OS, 
OHG halon; cf. OE geholian obtain; see 
HAUL] 

half (hahf), n. (pi. halves pr. hahvz), a., & 
adv. 1. One of two equal or correspond¬ 
ing parts into which a. thing is divided, as 
the ~ of 10 is 5, cut it in ~ (into halves), 
your ~ is bigger than mine, two ounces c& a 
~ (ounce) or two <1/ a — ounces, ~ of it is 
(but of them are) rotten-, (colloq.)=~-pint, 
-mile, -back, -holiday; II school term (the 
school year being formerly divided into 
two portions); better ~, wife; do a thing 
by halves (imperfectly); too clever by 
~ (far); go halves, share equally (with 
person in thing); cry halves, claim equal 
share. 2. adj. Forming a^asa^ length, 
a ~ share; (adj. now viewed as = the ~ of) 
~ the men, ~ your time, ~ a crown (2/6), 
~ a pint, ~ a pound (is ~ the battle, goes a 
long way towards success). 3. adv. To the 
extent of ~, (loosely) to a considerable ex¬ 
tent, as it is ~ cooked; a ~ -cooked potato, ~ 
dead, I ~ wish, not~ (nearly) Zoup enough, 
(colloq.) not ~ (not at all) bad, not ~ a bad 
fellow; II reoZ ~ (si.), to the greatest possible 
extent, as he didn’t ~ swear (swore vio¬ 
lently) ; (adv., prob. orig. adj.)~ (an hour) 
past two (o’clock); (Naut.) ~ three, 31 
(fathoms), east'—south (5f° south of east). 
4. —c&-~, (what is) ~ one thing & ~ 
another, esp. mixture of ale & porter; ~ 
as much or many again, 11 times the 
amount; ~-back, (Footb.) position, player, 
immediately behind forwards; •—baked, 
(fig.) not thorough, not earnest, ~- 
-witted; ~-Z>aZZ (Billiards etc.), with mov¬ 
ing ball directed at edge of object ball; ~ 
binding of book, leather back & corners, 
cloth or paper sides (similarly ~-bound, 
~-calf, ~-morocco, etc.); ~-blood, person 
having one parent in common with 
another, this relationship, (also) person 
of mixed nationality; —blooded, born of 
different races; ~-Z>Z«c, badge or colours 
(see blue2) awarded to second string or to 
representative in minor sports; ~-boot 
(reaching up to the calf); '—-bred, of mixed 
breed, mongrel; —-breed, —blooded per¬ 
son ; —brother, -sister (by one parent 
only); ~ butt, cue of length between 
ordinary cue & long butt; —caste a. & 
n., —bre(e)d, esp. (child) of European 
father & Indian mother; ~ cocki(2); || 
~-crown, (n.) silver coin of 2/6, (usu. 
a crown, see above) amount of 2/6, (adj.) 
priced at or worth 2/6; —-deck, (esp.) 
quarters of cadets & apprentices on a 
merchant vessel; ~-fifteen, -thirty, -forty 

hall 

(Lawn Tennis), handicap (in strokes 
allowed in certain games of each set) 
given to a weaker player; —hearted, 
lacking courage or zeal, so —heartedly, 
-ness; ~ hitch ; ~ holiday, day of which 
(the latter) ~ is taken as holiday; —length, 
portrait of upper ~ of person; — -life 
(Phys.), time during which radio-activity 
of substance falls to ~ of its original 
value; —mast high, (of flag) lowered to ~ 
height of mast as mark of respect for the 
dead; ~ measures, compromise, —&— 
policy etc.; ~ moon, moon of which only 
~ is illuminated, semicircular object; ~ 
mourning, black relieved by grey etc.; 
—(-)nelson, a hold in wrestling (gel a — 
nelson on, hold In a crippling position, 
gain complete mastery over); ~ pay, 
reduced allowance to army etc. officer 
when neither retired nor in actual service; 
—-seas-over, — drunk; —-time, time show¬ 
ing that ~ of a game or contest is com¬ 
pleted ; II ~-timer, (formerly) child attend¬ 
ing school for ~ usual time, earning 
money in other ~; ~-title, title or short 
title of a book, printed on recto of leaf 
preceding the title-leaf; also title of 
section of a book printed on recto of leaf 
preceding it; ~-tone, illustration printed 
from a block (produced by photographic 
agency) in which the lights & shades of 
the original are represented by small or 
large dots (—-tone block, process)-, —-truth, 
statement that conveys only part of the 
truth; ~ volley ; ~-way house, inn mid¬ 
way between two towns etc., (fig.) com¬ 
promise; --wilted, imbecile, so —-wit n.; 
~-yearly a. & adv., (occurring) every ~ 
year. [OE h(e)alf, OS half, OHG halb 
ON halfr, Goth, halbs f. Gmc *lialbhaz] 

II halfpenny (liap'ni), n. (pi. as penny). 
Bronze coin worth half a penny (turn up 
again like a bad ~, persistently, unfail¬ 
ingly) ; three halfpence (hap'ens), (usu. for) 
a penny ~, 1 \d.; ~ivorth (usu. pron. 
hap'ath), ha’p’orth, as much as a ~ will 
buy. 

hal'ibut, hoi-, n. Large flat fish used for 
food. [ME, f. haly holy +butt flat fish] 

hal'idom, n. (arch.). Holy thing, esp. 
(as oath) by my~. [OE hdligdbm (holy, 
-dom) ] 

halieut'lc, a. & n. Of fishing; (n. pi.) art 
of fishing, [f. L f. Gk halieutikos (halieuo 
fish f. hats sea, see -ic) ] 

haJitos'is, n. (med.). Abnormally foul 
breath, [f. L halitus breath +-osis] 

hall (bawl), n. Large public room in 
palace etc.; servants’ ~, room in which 
servants dine; II mansion, large residence 
esp. of landed proprietor; || (Univv.) 
building set apart for residence or in¬ 
struction of students; II (in Eng. colleges 
etc.) common dining-room, dinner in 
this; building of guild, as Saddlers’ 

large room for public business; 
entrance-passage of house; Liberty 

place where one may do as one 
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likes; mark, mark used at Gold¬ 
smiths’ H~ (& by Government assay 
offices) tor marking standard of gold & 
silver, (v.t.) stamp with this (often fig.). 
[OE h(e)all, OS, OHG holla, ON hQll f. 
Gmc *hal- cogn. w. hell] 

hallelujah, -luiah. See alleluia. 
halliard. See halyard. 
hallo', -loa' (-16), int., n., & v.i. Int. 
calling attention or expr. surprise; 
informal greeting; (n., & v.i.) (the) cry ~. 
[var. of earlier hollo ] 

halloo'1, int. inciting dogs to the chase, 
calling attention, or expressing surprise 
(also as n., the cry~). [perh. var. of hollo] 

halloo'2, v.i. & t. Cry ‘halloo!’, esp. to 
dogs; urge on (dogs etc.) with shouts; 
shout (t. & i.) to attract attention; (prov.) 
do not ~ until you are out of the wood. 
[f. prec.; or = hallow3] 

hall'ow1 (-6), n. Holy person, saint, (now 
only in all ~s, ~mas, feast of All-hallows, 
= All Saints' Day \Hall'owe’en, Sc., U.S., 
eve of this). [OE hdlga, form of lialig 
holy ] 

hall'ow2 (-6), v.t. Make holy; honour as 
holy. [OE halgian, OS he-, OHG heilagon, 
ON helga f. Gmc *hailag- holy ] 

hall'ow3 (-6), v.t. & i. Chase with shouts; 
incite with shouts; shout to incite dogs 
etc. [ME halowen prob. f. OF halloer] 

Hallstatt (hahl'shtaht), a. (Used a.ttrib.) 
relating to the civilization of a phase of 
the early iron age. [~, village in Upper 
Austria, where remains of this period 
were discovered] 

hallu'cinate (-166-), v.t. Produce false im¬ 
pressions in the mind of (person), [f. L 
(h)al(l)ucinari wander in mind, see -ate3] 

hallucination (-166-), n. Illusion; appa¬ 
rent perception of external object not 
actually present. So hallu'cinatORY 
(-166-) a. [f. L alucinatio (as prec., see 
-ATION)] 

halm. See haulm. 
hal'ma, n. Game played on board of 256 
squares. [Gk, = leap, f. hallomai leap, 
see -m] 

hal'5, n. (pi. ~es), & v.t. 1. Circle of 
light round luminous body, esp. sun or 
moon; circle, ring; disc of light surround¬ 
ing head of saint, nimbus; (fig.) ideal 
glory investing person etc. 2. v.t. Sur¬ 
round with —. [f. med. L halo f. L f. Gk 
halos threshing-floor, disc of sun or 
moon] 

hal'ogen, n. (chem.). Any of the group of 
elements fluorine, chlorine, bromine, & 
iodine, which form haloids by simple 
union with a metal (e.g. sodium chloride 
or common salt), [f. Gk hals salt + -gen] 

hal'oid, a. & n. (chem.). (Salt) having a 
composition like that of common salt. 
[f. Gk hals salt + -oid ] 

halt1 (hawlt), n., & v.i. & t. 1. Temporary 
stoppage on march or journey; |l railway 
stopping-place used for local services only 
and without regular station buildings etc. 

hamlet 

2. v.i. Make a ~. 3. v.t. Cause (troops 
etc.) to [(vb f. n.) orig. in phr. make 
halt f. G halt machcn (halt hold) ] 

halt2 (hawlt), a. (arch.). Lame; crippled. 
[OE h(e)alt, OS halt, OHG hals, ON hallr, 
Goth, halts f. Gmc »hallaz] 

halt3 (hawlt), v.i.,&n. Walk hesitatingly; 
hesitate, as ~ between two opinions; (of 
argument, verse, etc.) be defective; 
(arch.) be lame; (n., arch.) ~ing, limp. 
Hence ~'ingLY2 adv. [OE h(e)altian, f. 
prec. ] 

hal'ter (hawl-), n., & v.t. 1. Rope, strap, 
with noose or headstall for horses or 
cattle; rope with noose for hanging 
person; death by hanging; ~-break v.t., 
accustom (horse) to ~. 2. v.t. Fasten 
(often up) with hang (person) with ~. 
[OE hailftre, OLG heliftra, OHG halftra, 
WG f. root halbh, whenoe helve] 

halve (hahv), v.t. Divide into halves; 
share equally; reduce to half; (Golf) ~ 
a hole with, reach it in same number of 
strokes as (other player), ~ a match, win 
same number of holes; fit (crossing 
timbers) together by cutting out half 
thickness of each. [ME HALFen] 

hal'yard, hall'iard, haul'yard, n. 
(naut.). Rope, tackle, for raising or 
lowering sail, yard, etc. [14th c. halier 
(HALE2, -YER)j 

ham ', n. Back of thigh, thigh & buttock; 
(formerly) bend of the knee; thigh of 
hog salted & dried in smoke or otherwise 
for food; (si.) an amateur (radio ~, 
operator of an amateur radio station), an 
inexpert performer, (also ~ actor) an 
inexperienced or ineffective actor, one 
who rants & overacts; (si.) ~-fisted, 
-handed, heavy-handed, clumsy. [OE 
ham(m), hom(m), OHG ham(m)a, ON horn 
f. Gmc *ham(m)- be crooked] 

ham2, n. (hist.). Town, village. [OE ham 
home ; seen in Oakham etc. ] 

hamadry'ad, n. (Gk Myth.) nymph 
living & dying with the tree she inhabited; 
venomous Indian serpent; Abyssinian 
baboon, [f. L f. Gk hamadruas (hama 
with + drus tree)] 

Ham'burgh (-b<51g, -burn), n. Black 
variety of grape; small variety of 
domestic fowl. [Hamburg in Germany] 

*ham'biTrg(h)er (-gcr), n. (Also Hamburg 
steak) chopped steak usu. cooked or eaten 
with onions; kind of sausage, [prec., 
-ER1] 

hames, n. pi. Two curved pieces of iron 
or wood forming (part of) collar of draught 
horse. [ME, f. MDu. home] 

Ham'ite1, n. (Supposed) descendant of 
Ham, member of Egyptian or other 
African people. Hence Hamit'ica. [-ite] 

ham'ite2, n. Fossil cephalopod with 
hook-shaped shell, [f. L hamus hook, 
see -ite] 

ham'let, n. Small village, esp. one with¬ 
out church, [f. OF hamclet dim. of hamel 
dim. f. OFrank. haivi home] 
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bammam (hiimahm', htim'um), n. Turk¬ 
ish bath or bathing establishment. [Arab. ] 

hamm'er1, n. Instrument for beating, 
breaking, driving nails, etc., with solid 
(usu. steel) head at right angles to handle; 
machine with metal block serving same 
purpose; similar contrivance, as for ex¬ 
ploding charge in gun (whence ~less a.), 
striking string of piano, etc.; auctioneer’s 
mallet indicating by rap that article is 
sold; come under the—, be sold by auction; 
knight of the ~, blacksmith; throwing the 
~, athletic contest with heavy ~; ~ and 
sickle, symbol of worker and peasant, 
emblem on national flag of U.S.S.R.; ~ 
and tongs, with might & main; —-beam 
(projecting from wall at foot of principal 
rafter); ~-cloth (covering driver’s seat in 
coach; hist, unexpl.); —-head, head of ~, 
kind of shark, African bird; — -lock, hold 
in which a wrestler's arm is bent behind 
his back; —man, —smith, smith who 
works with ~; —-toe (permanently bent 
upwards). [OE hamor, OS -ur, OHG -ar, 
ON -arr ] 

hamm'er2, v.t. & i. Strike, beat, drive, 
(as) with hammer; (colloq.) inflict heavy 
defeat(s) on in war or games; ~ out, 
devise; ~ (force) idea into person’s head; 
work hard at-, II (St. Exch.) declare (per¬ 
son) a defaulter with three taps of ham¬ 
mer. [f. prec.] 

hamm'oek, n. Hanging bed of canvas or 
netting suspended by cords at ends, used 
esp. on board ship; ~ chair (made of 
canvas suspended on adjustable frame¬ 
work). [f. Sp. hamaca of Carib. orig. ] 

ham'per1, n. Basketwork packing-case; 
consignment of eatables, wines, etc., 
however packed (usu. as a present; 
Christmas —). [ME, f. obs. hanaper i. OF 
hanapier case for goblet (hanap f. WG 
(OFrank., OS) hnap)] 

ham'per2, v.t. & n. 1. Obstruct move¬ 
ment of (person etc.) with material ob¬ 
stacles ; (fig.)impede, hinder. 2. n. (naut.). 
Necessary but cumbrous part of equip¬ 
ment of vessel. [ME, of unkn. orig.; perh. 
rel. to MHG hemmen, Icel. hemja restrain] 

Hamp'ton Court (kdrt), n. (Used for) ~ 
Palace, now partly occupied by persons 
of rank in reduced circumstances, partly 
open to the public, [place] 

ham'shackle, v.t. Shackle (horse etc.) 
with rope connecting head and foreleg. 
[Sc. & north, dial., of unkn. orig.] 

ham'ster, n. Rodent like large rat, with 
cheek-pouches for carrying grain to its 
winter store. [G] 

ham'string, n., & v.t. (-inged or -ung). 
1. (In man) one of five tendons at back of 
knee; (in quadrupeds) great tendon at 
back of knee in hind leg. 2. v.t. Cripple 
(person, animal) by cutting the ~s. [ham 1 ] 

ham'ulus, n., (anat., zool., hot.; pi. -li). 
Ilook-like process. [L, dim. of hamus hook] 

hand1, n. 1. Terminal part of human arm 
beyond wrist; similar member of all four 

hand 

limbs of monkey; forefoot of quadruped. 
2. Authority, disposal, as in the —s of; 
agency, as by the ~s of, pass through many 
—s; share in action, as have a — in it. 
3. Pledge of marriage, as give one’s ~ to. 
4. (Usu. pi.) manual worker(s) of factory 
etc. 5. Person who does something, as a 
picture by the same —; all —s, the whole 
crew; a good — (skilful) at singlestick or 
acrostics, an old parliamentary — ; person, 
source, from which thing comes, as first, 
second, ~ (at 1st etc. ~, directly, more or 
less indirectly; first etc. -~, of hearsay); 
COOL ~. 6. Skill, as a — for pastry; style 
of workmanship; turn, innings, at cricket, 
billiards, etc. 7. Style of writing, as a 
legible —; signature, as witness the — of 
A.B. 8. —like thing, esp. pointer of clock 
or watch (~ of bananas). 9. Fixed quan¬ 
tity of various commodities, e.g., bundle 
of tobacco leaves. 10. A lineal measure 
of horse’s height, = 4 in. 11. (Cards) 
cards dealt to a player, player holding 
these, as first, third, —. 12. (Theatr. si.) 
applause. 13. At —, close by, about to 
happen soon; by —, by manual labour 
(brought up by—, of child fed from bottle); 
for one’s own — , on one’s own account; 
(live) from — to mouth, improvidently; in 
—, held in the ~, at one’s disposal, under 
control, receiving attention; off —, with¬ 
out preparation, then & there; on —, 
in one’s possession; on one’s —s, resting 
on one as a responsibility; on aU. —s, to, 
from, all quarters; on the one —, on the 
other—, (of contrasted points of view etc.); 
out of —, at once, extempore, (also) out 
of control; to —, within reach; to one’s 
~, ready for one without exertion on 
one’s own part; bear a —, take part in; 
come to —, turn up, be received; do a —’s 
turn, make the slightest effort (usu. w. 
neg.); lay —s on, touch, seize; take in —, 
undertake; change —s, (of property) pass 
from one person to another; clean —s, 
(fig.) innocence; with a heavy oppres¬ 
sively ; with a high —, boldly, arrogantly; 
have, keep, one’s ~ in, be in practice; his 
— is out, he is out of practice; (win) —s 
down, easily; ~s off!, do not touch; 
up ! (direction to persons to hold up their 
~s as a sign of assent etc., or to preclude 
resistance); ~ in — , with ~s mutually 
clasped; go — in — with, keep step with, 
lit. & fig.; ~ over — or fist, with each ~ 
successively passing over the other, as in 
climbing rope, (fig.) with steady or rapid 
progress (in overtaking etc.); ~ to —, (of 
conflict etc.) at close quarters; bind one 
~ & foot (completely), serve (person) ~ db 
foot (assiduously); be ~ in (or &) glove 
(intimate) with; — (opp. machine-, as 
—knitted, -sewn, -painted), 14. ~'bag 
(small, carried by women in lieu of 
pocket); ~’ball, ball for throwing with 
game played with this between two 
goals; '—barrow (carried by ~); —'bell, 
bell rung by ~, esp. one of a set for 
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musical performance; ~'bill, printed 
notice circulated by ~; ~'book, short 
treatise, manual, guide-book; ~-canter, 
gentle canter; ~'car< (pushed or drawn 
by ~); ~'cuff v.t., secure with —cuffs 
(pair of metal rings joined by short chain, 
for securing prisoner’s ~s); II ~'fast(ing) 
(Sc.), betrothal; —gallop, easy gallop; 

glass, magnifying glass held in~, small 
miiTor with handle; —'grip, grasp, seizure 
with the ~ (friendly or hostile); hold, 
something for the ~s to grip on (in climb¬ 
ing etc.); —'line, fishing-line worked 
without rod; —'made, made by ~ (esp. 
opp. to machine-made); || —'maid(en), 
female servant (arch., exc. fig.); ~ of 
glory, charm made from mandrake root 
or dried ~ of executed felon [transl. of 
F main de gloire, corrupted f. mandragore 
mandrake]; —-organ, barrel-organ with 
crank turned by ~; —picked, (of sup¬ 
porters etc.) carefully chosen; —'rail, 
railing along edge of stairs etc.; shake, 
shake of person’s ~ with one’s own, as 
greeting; spike, wooden lever shod 
with iron, used on shipboard & by 
artillery; writing, writing with the ~ 
with pen or pencil, esp. of particular 
person. Hence (-)~'ed2, ~'less, aa. [OE 
hand, hand, OS hand, OHG haul, ON 
htmd, Goth, handus] 

hand2, v.t. Help (person) with the hand 
(into, out of, carriage etc.); (Naut.) take in 
(sail); deliver, transfer, by hand or other¬ 
wise (over to person, down or on to suc¬ 
ceeding generations, in at office, on, up, 
etc.); —off (Rugby football), push off 
opponent with hand (also as v.t. and n.); 
—-out, information ~ed out to the press 
etc., ‘food or money given to beggar at 
the door. [f. prec. ] 

hand'ful (-dol), n. (pi. —s). Quantity that 
fills the hand; small number (of men etc.); 
(colloq.) troublesome person or task. 
[OE handfull (hand1, see -ful)] 

han'dicap, n., & v.t. (-pp-). 1. Race, com¬ 
petition, in which chances of competitors 
are equalized by start, difference in 
weight to be carried (in horse-races), etc.; 
extra weight or other condition imposed 
or advantage conferred on competitor; 
(fig.) hindrance. 2. v.t. Impose ~ on 
(competitor); (fig., of circumstances) 
place (person) at disadvantage. Hence 
^pER1 n. [in 17th c. app. f. phr. hand i’ 
(= in) cap describing a kind of sporting 
lottery] 

han'dlcraft (-ahft), n. Manual skill; 
manual art or trade or occupation; 
—sman, man skilled in a ~. [alt. of older 
(f. OE) handcraft, after foil.] 

han'diwork (-w<7rk), n. Work done, thing 
made, by the hands or by anyone’s per¬ 
sonal agency. [OE liandgeweorc (hand1 
+ collect, form of weorc work)] 

handkerchief (h&ng'kerchif), n. Square 
of linen, silk, etc., carried in pocket 
(pocket—) for willing nose etc. or worn 

hang 

about nock (also neck —, neckerchief)-, 
throw the — to (person, in certain games, 
to invite him to pursue), also, express 
condescending preference for (person). 
[HAND1 + KERCHIEF] 

han'dlen. That part of a thing which is 
made to hold it by; —bar of bicycle etc., 
steering-bar with ~ at each end; ~ to 
one’s name, title; fact that may be taken 
advantage of (gave a — to his critics); fly 
off the — (colloq.), lose control of oneself. 
[OE handle f. hand1 + -le] 

han'dle2, v.t. Touch, feel, with the hands; 
manipulate; manage (thing, person); 
treat (person roughly, kindly, etc.); treat 
of (subject); deal in (goods). [OE hand- 
lian (prec.)] 

han(d)'sel ( ns-), n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. Gift 
at beginning of New Year, or on entering 
on new circumstances; earnest-money; 
foretaste. 2. v.t. Give ~ to, inaugurate, 
be the first to try. [ME, corresp. to OE 
handselen giving into a person’s hands, 
ON handsal giving of the hand (esp. in a 
promise); f. hand1 + OE sellan-, see sell] 

hand'some (-ns-), a. Of fine form or 
figure; (of conduct etc.) generous, as a — 
present, — treatment-, (prov.) ~ is that — 
does; (of price, fortune, etc.) considerable. 
Hence ~ly2 (-ml-) adv., ~ness (-ran-) n. 
[HAND1, -SOME] 

han'djy, a. Ready to hand; convenient to 
handle; clever with the hands; —y-dandy, 
child’s game in which one playor guesses 
which of other player’s hands conceals 
some object; —y man (useful for odd jobs, 
often of sailors). Hence ~1ly2 adv., 
~lNESSn. [-Y2] 

hang1, v.t. & i. (hung, exc. as below). 
1. Suspend, attach loosely, (from, to, hook 
or other object above); suspend (meat, 
game) to dry (hung beef, so cured) or be¬ 
come tender or high. 2. Place (pictures) 
on wall (hung on the line, at best height 
for seeing; hanging committee of Royal 
Academy etc.). 3. Attach (wall-paper); 
fit up (bells in belfry). 4. Rest (door on 
hinges, coach on springs) in free swinging 
position. 5. (past & p.p. —ed). Suspend 
on gibbet as capital punishment; (as im¬ 
precation) ~!, ~ it, — you, I’ll be —ed if 
—. 6. Let droop, as ~ the head (from 
shame etc,). 7. Remain, be, suspended, 
lit. & fig., as sword, punishment, —s over 
his head, rogue shall — for it; ~s in the 
balance, is undecided; curtain —s loose, in 
folds, etc. 8. Decorate with (things sus¬ 
pended). 9. ~ (loiter) about; — back, show 
reluctance to act or move; ~ (lag) behind; 
— fire, (of fire-arm) be slow in going off 
(also fig.); ~ heavy, (of time) pass slowly; 
~ off, — back; ~ on, depend or rely on, 
attend carefully to, stick closely (to), 
remain in office, stick to duty etc., 
(colloq., in telephoning) not ring off; ~ 
out, suspend from window etc., (intr.) 
protrude downwards, (si.) reside; ~ 
together, be coherent, be associated; ~ up, 
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suspend, (fig.) put aside, postpone inde¬ 
finitely; ~'dop n. & a., base & sneaking 
(fellow), ashamed; executioner; 

= agnail ; ~'over n. (si.), un¬ 
pleasant after-effects of (esp. alcoholic) 
dissipation. [(1) OE hon trans. (Goth. 
hahan); (2) OE hangian intr. (OS hangon); 
(3) ON hengja causal; f. Gmc •hang-, 
*hanh- ] 

hang2, n. Downward droop or bend; the 
way a thing hangs; get the ~ of, get the 
knack of, understand; (colloq.) not a 
not at all. [f. prec. ] 

hang'ar (or -ngg-), n. Shed for housing 
aircraft etc. [F] 

II hang'er1, n. Wood on side of steep hill. 
[OE liangra f. hangian hanq1] 

hang'er2, n. In vbl senses, esp.: bell, 
paper, -~; loop etc. by which thing is 
Imng; chain, rod, to which pot is hung 
in fireplace by pot-hook; stroke with 
double curve in writing ((), cf. pot-hook; 
short sword, orig. hung from belt; —on, 
follower, dependent, [-er 1 ] 

hang'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp.: drapery 
with which walls etc. are hung (usu. pi.); 
II ~ committee (deciding on ~ of pictures 
in exhibition); a ~ matter (resulting in 
capital punishment), [-ing1] 

hank, n. Circular loop or coil, esp. as 
definite length of cotton yard (840 yds), 
worsted (560 yds), etc.; (Naut.) ring of 
rope, iron, etc., for securing staysails to 
stays, [f. ON hSnk hank, cf. Swed. hank 
string. Da. hank handle] 

hank'er, v.i. Crave, loDg, after. Hence 
^ing1 n. [rel. to syn. obs. hank (-EP.6); cf. 
Du. liunkeren, hank- ] 

hank'y, n. (colloq.). Handkerchief, 
[abbr.; see -y3] 

hank'y-pank'y, n. Jugglery; underhand 
dealing, [arbitrary, perh. on hpcvs-pocus] 

Han'over, n. House of ~, British sove¬ 
reigns from George I. Hence Hanover- 
ian a. & n. [place] 

Hans (-z), n. (Nickname for) German or 
Dutchman. [G & Du. f. L Johannes John] 

Han'sard, n. Official report of proceed¬ 
ings in British Parliament. Hence II ~ize 
v.t., confront (M.P.) with his former 
utterances recorded in ~. [Luke ~ (d. 
1828), original compiler] 

Hanse, n. (hist.). Guild of merchants; 
political and commercial league of 
Germanic towns, whence HanseAT'ic a.; 
entrancc-fee of guild, [f. MLG (=MHG) 
Hanse, =OIIG, Goth, hansa (= OE hos) 
company; in med. L (AL) hansa] 

han'soin (cab), n. Two-wheeled cabriolet 
for two inside, with driver mounted 
behind and reins going over roof. 
[Hansom, patentee, 1834] 

hap1, n. (arch.). Chance, luck, lot; (w. 
pi.) chance occurrence. [ME, f. ON 
happ ] 

hap2, v.t. (arch.; -pp-). Come about by 
chance; happen (to do). [ME happe(n), f. 
prec. ] 

hard 

hSp’&x legSm'enon, n. (pi. -ena). Word 
of which only one use is recorded. [Gk, 
= once said] 

haphaz'ard (-p-h-), n., a., & adv. Mere 
chance, esp. at, by, casual(ly). [hap1 

+ hazard] 
hap'less, a. Unlucky. Hence ~ly2 adv. 

[-LESS] 
haplog'raphy, n. The mistake of writing 
once what should be written twice (e.g. 
philogy for philology), cf. dittography. 

[f. Gk liaplous single -F-graphy] 
hap'Iy, adv. (arch.). By chance; perhaps. 

[HAP1 + -LY2] 
II ha’p’orth. See halfpenny. 

happ'en, v.i. Come to pass (by chance or 
otherwise), whence ~ing1 n. (usu. pi.); 
chance, have the fortune, to (do); come 
upon (person, thing) by chance; (euphem., 
of death) if anything should ~ to me, if 
I die. [ME (hap1 + -en6)] 

happ'y, a. (Of person or circumstance) 
lucky, fortunate; contented with one’s 
lot; I shall be ~ (pleased) to assist; ~ 
family ; apt, felicitous (of language or 
conduct); (si.) dazed (bomb, shell, -~); ~- 
-go-lucky, haphazard (adj.). Hence happ! 
ily2 adv., happ'iNESS n. [f. hap1 + -y2] 

hGPa-ltX'r%, n. Suicide by disembowel- 
ment, as practised by higher classes in 
Japan when in disgrace or sentenced to 
death. [Jap. (vulg.), f. hara belly + kiri 
cut] 

harangue' (-ng), n., & v.i. & t. Speech 
to an assembly; loud or vehement 
address; (v.i.) make ~; (v.t.) make ~ to. 
[ME arang f. OF arenge f. Pr. arenga. It. 
aringa f. Goth. *haririggs ‘army-ring’ as 
legal court] 

ha'ras (or ahrah'), n. Breeding station for 
horses. [ME, f. OF haras of unkn. 
orig. ] 

ha'rass, v.t. Vex by repeated attacks; 
trouble, worry. Hence ~ment n. [f. F 
harasser, f. OF barer set a dog on] 

hStb'inger (-j-), n., & v.t. One who an¬ 
nounces another’s approach, forerunner; 
(formerly) one sent to purvey lodgings 
for army, royal train, etc.; (v.t.) announce 
approach of. [ME, f. OF herbergere f. 
herberge lodging f. WG *heriberga (heri 
army + bergan protect); -n- as in mes¬ 
senger] 

hSrb'our (-her), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Place of 
shelter for ships; shelter; —master, 
officer in charge of ~. 2. v.t. Give shelter 
to (esp. vermin, criminal, evil thoughts); 
(v.i.) come to anchor in ~. Hence ~less 

(-berl-) a. [(vb f. n.) ME hereberge f. OE 
•herebeorg f. WG •heriberga (prec.)] 

harb'ourage (-her-), n. (Place of) shelter. 
[-AGE] 

hatcl, a., n., & adv. I. Firm, unyielding 
to touch, solid; ~ cash, specie, as opp. to 
paper currency; ~ facts (not disputable 
like opinions etc.); difficult (to do; ~ nut 
to crack, ~ problem, person ~ to make 
out or influence); ~ of hearing, somewhat 
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deaf; difficult to understand or explain, 
as — words, question; (of person or con¬ 
duct) unfeeling, harsh (~ as nails); 
involving undue or unfair suffering (~ 
eases make bad law); stingy; difficult to 
hear, as ~ life, times, line2s; ~ (severe) 
winter; n~ bargain (without concession); 
harsh, unpleasant, to eye or ear; *(of 
liquor) spirituous; ~ water (unfit for 
washing owing to its mineral salts); (of 
markets and prices) high, unyielding; 
(Phonetics) k, t, and p, are ~ as opposed 
to g, d, & b, c is ~ in cat, g is ~ in go; 
strenuous, as ~ fight, ~ labour (imposed 
on some criminals, abolished in U.lv. in 
1948), ~ rmv to hoe (difficult task), ~ 
worker; ~ swearing, (euphem. for) un¬ 
abashed perjury. 2. n. || Sloping roadway 
across foreshore; (si.) = ~ labour (got 2 
years ~). 3. adv. Strenuously, severely, 
as try ~, raining ~, freezing ~, ~ pressed 
(closely pursued); with difficulty, as 

earned, ~-baked, -boiled (so as to be ~); 
boiled, (also, orig. U.S. colloq.) callous, 

~-headed, tough; be ~ put to it, be in 
difficulties; die ~ (only after ~ struggle), 
& cf. die2- —; it will go ~ with him (prove 
to his disadvantage); it shall go ~ but 
(short of overpowering difficulties) I will 
find them; ~ by, close by; ~ (up)on, too 
severe in criticism or treatment (don’t be 
too ~ on him), (of circumstances) bearing 
with undue severity on; ~ upon, close 
to; run (person) ~, pursue him closely. 
4. ~ & fast, (of rules) strict; || ~’bake, 
almond toffee; bitten, tough in fight 
etc.; board, sheet (usu. 8 ft by 4 ft) of 
compressed and processed wood-pulp 
fibre used for panels of doors, cupboards, 
partitions, etc.; II ~ core, heavy material 
forming foundation of road; ~ court, 
lawn tennis court made of asphalt, 
concrete, etc. (opp. grass court); ~ 
currency, one not likely to depreciate 
suddenly or fluctuate greatly in value; 
~-favoured, -featured, of harsh or ugly 
features; ~-fisted, stingy; •—headed, 
practical, not sentimental; hearted, 
unfeeling, so ~-heartedly, -ness; ~ hit, 
severely troubled; ~-laid, (of string, 
fabric, etc.) tightly twisted or woven; 
II ~-lying money, extra pay granted to 
officers & men while serving in torpedo 
boats & other small craft; ~-mouthed, (of 
horse) not easily controlled by bit (also 
fig.); ~ set, set so as to be ~, (of egg) that 
has been subjected to incubation, (of 
person) hungry; shell, having a ~ shell, 
(fig.) rigid, uncompromising, esp. hard¬ 
shell Baptists;~ tack, ship-biscuit; ~ up, 
in want (esp. of money), at a loss for, 
(Naut., adv., of tiller) as far as possible to 
windward; ~'ware, ironmongery; ~- 
wareman, dealer in this; ~'wood, wood of 
deciduous trees as opposed to pines and 
firs. Hence ~'NESS n. [OE h{e)ard, OS 
hard, OHG hart, ON hart hr, Goth, hardus 
cogn. w. Gk lcralus strong] 

hard'en, v.t. & i. Make or become hard, 
callous (esp. in p.p.), or robust, [-en6] 

hdrd'ihdod, n. Boldness, audacity, [f. 
hardy a. -I--HOOD] 

hdrd'ly, adv. In a hard manner; with 
difficulty; harshly; scarcely. [-LY2] 

hard'shlp, n. Hardness of fate or circum¬ 
stance; severe suffering or privation. 
[-SHIP] 

habd'ly1, a. Bold, audacious, whence 
~iiY2 adv.; robust, capable of endurance; 
(Hort., of plants) able to grow in the 
open air all the year; half ^y, requiring 
shelter in winter only; annual, one 
that may be sown, or sows itself, in the 
open, (fig., joc.) subject that comes up 
yearly. Hence ~iness n. [ME, f. OP 
hardi p.p. of hardir f. WG *hardjan make 
HARD] 

hard'y2, n. Blacksmith’s bar of hard iron 
for cutting metal on etc. [prob. f. prec. 
or hard ] 

hare, n. |] Kinds of rodent of medium size 
with tawny fur, long ears, short tail, 
and hind legs longer than fore ones, 
inhabiting fields, hills, etc.; Belgian ~; 
mad as a March ~ (~ in breeding season); 
(prov.) first catch your ~ (then cook him); 
hold (or run) with the ~ & run (or hunt) 
with the hounds, keep in with both sides; 
~ hounds, paper-chase; bell (-arb-), 
hairbell, round-leaved bell-flower, also 
(see blue 1-bell) wild hyacinth; brained, 
rash, wild; (-ail-), fissure of upper 
lip; ~'s-foot, species of clover with soft 
hair about flowers, (also) corkwood tree, 
(also) ~’s foot used for applying rouge 
etc. to face. [OE hara, OHG haso, ON 
heri] 

har'em, -am, hareem', -im (-em), n. 
Women’s part of Mohammedan dwelling- 
-house; its occupants; (usu. -am) Moham¬ 
medan sacred place, [f. Arab, haram, -im, 
prohibited f. harama prohibit] 

ha'rlcot (-ko), n. Ragout (usu. of mutton); 
~ (bean), French bean. [F] 

hark, v.i. & t. Listen (usu. to, rarely 
trans.; also abs. in imper.); (as call to 
hounds) go forward, away, off, etc.; ~ 
back, (of hounds) retrace course to find 
scent, (fig.) revert {to subject), (trans.) 
recall (hounds). [ME herkien, OE 
*heorcian, = MLG, MDu. harken, OHG 
horechen; cf. hearken ] 

hail1, v.t. & i. (Sc.). Drag along the 
ground; drag oneself along; rough-cast 
with lime and small gravel. [ME, of 
unkn. orig.] 

harl(e)2, n. Barb, fibre, of feather, [f. 
MLG herle. harle, fibre of flax or hemp] 

Harlei'an (-le-), a. Of (the library of) 
Robert Harley, Earl of Oxford, d. 1724. 
[-EAN ] 

harl'equin, n. 1. Character in Italian 
comedy; mute character in English 
pantomime, invisible to clown & panta¬ 
loon, usu. wearing particoloured tights; 
buffoon. 2. (Also ~ duck) northern duck 
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with variegated plumage. [F, f. It. ar- 
lecchino ] 

harlequinade', n. Part of pantomime in 
which harlequin plays chief part. [f. F 
arlequinade (as prec., see -ape)] 

HiTrl'ey Street, n. London street asso¬ 
ciated with fashionable physicians, 

harl'ot, n., & v.i. Prostitute; (v.i.) play 
the Hence ~ry(4) n. [ME, f. OF har-, 
herlot lad, knave, vagabond, of unkn. 
orig.] 

h£rm, n., & v.t. Damage, hurt, (out of~’s 
way, in safety). Hence ~'less 
(doing no ~), aa., ~'fulLY2, ~'lessi,Y2, 
adw., ~'fulNESS, ~'lessNESS, nn. [OE 
hearm, OS, OHG harm., ON harmr f. Gmc 
*harmaz] 

hffrmatt'an, n. Parching land-wind on 
coast of Upper Guinea in Dec., Jan., & 
Feb. [f. W.-Afr. haramata] 

hSrmon'ic, a. & n. 1. Harmonious, con¬ 
cordant; relating to harmony; ~ tones 
(produced by vibration of aliquot parts 
of strings etc.); ~ quantities (whose 
reciprocals are in arithmetical progres¬ 
sion, as i, 4, 1, or as 12, 15, 20), ~ pro¬ 
gression, series of these. 2. n. ~ tone. 
Hence hSkmon'iCALLY adv. [f. L f. Gk 
harmonikos (as HARMONY, see -IC)] 

hSrmon'ica, n. Name of several musical 
instruments; ‘mouth organ. [L fern, 
adj. as prec.] 

harmon'ious, a. Concordant, forming a 
consistent or agreeable whole; free from 
dissent; sweet-sounding; singing, play¬ 
ing, tunefully. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. F 
harmonieux (as harmony)] 

h£tm'on|ist, n. Person skilled in har¬ 
mony; musician; collator of parallel 
narratives, whence ~is'tic a.; harmo- 
nizer. [f. harmonize, see -ist] 

hatmon'ium, n. Keyboard instrument 
in which notes are produced by air blown 
through reeds. [F, as harmony] 

h£tm'oniz|e, -isle (-iz), v.t. & i. Bring 
into, be in, harmony (with); make, be, 
agreeable in artistic effect; add notes to 
(melody) to form chords. Hence ~a'tion 

n. [f. F harmoniser (as harmony, see -ize)] 
h(Trmonom'eter, n. Instrument measur¬ 
ing harmonic relations of notes, [f. F 
hnrmonomttre (as folk, see -meter)] 

harm'ony, n. Agreement; pre-established 
~ (between body & soul before their 
creation); agreeable effect of apt arrange¬ 
ment of parts; combination of simulta¬ 
neous notes to form chords (of. melody); 

sweet or melodious sound; collation of 
parallel narratives etc., esp. of the four 
Gospels. [ME, f. OF harmonie f. L f. Gk 
harmonia (harmo- join)] 

hfttn'ess, n., & v.t. 1. Gear of draught 
horse or other animal; (fig.) working 
equipment; in ~, in the routine of daily 
work; apparatus in loom for shifting 
warp-threads; (hist.) defensive armour; 
-—cask (with rimmed cover, for keeping 
salt meat on board ship). 2. v.t. Put ~ on 

(horse etc.); (fig.) utilize (river, waterfall, 
natural forces) for motive power. [ME; 
(vb f. OF harneschier) f. OF harneis, of 
obsc. orig.] 

harp1, n. Stringed musical instrument, 
roughly triangular, played with the 
fingers. [OE liearpe, OS, ON harpa, OHG 
harfa, f. Gmc *harp6n] 

hStp2, v.i. Play on harp, whence ~'er1, 
~'ist, nn.; dwell tediously on (subject). 
[OE hearpian (as prec.)] 

hSrpoon', n., & v.t. 1. Spear-like missile 
with rope attached, for catching whales 
etc. ;~-gun (for firing this). 2. v.t. Strike, 
spear, with ~. [(vb f. n.) f. F harpon 
(harpe clamp f. L f. Gk harpe sickle)] 

hSrp'sichord (-k-), n. Keyboard instru¬ 
ment with strings plucked by quill or 
leather points, used 16th-18th c. [f. obs. 
F harpechorde (LL harpa harp + chorda 
string)] 

hSLp'y, n. (Gk & L Myth.) rapacious 
monster with woman’s face & body & 
bird’s wings & claws; rapacious person; 
‘-'-eagle, S.-Amer. bird of prey. [f. L f. 
Gk harpuiai pi. (cf. harpazo snatch)] 

hfft'quebus, St-, n. (hist.). Early typo of 
portable gun, supported on tripod by 
hook or on forked rest. So ~ier' n. [f. F 
(h)arquebuse, ult. f. MLG hakebusse or 
MHG hakenbilhse (haken hook + biXhse 
gun)] 

ha'rridan, n. Haggard old woman, vixen. 
[17th c. cant; perh. f. F haridelle old jade] 

ha'rrier1, n. One who harries, [-er1] 

ha'rrier2, n. Hound used for hunting 
hare; (pi.) pack of these with huntsmen 
(also as name of hare-&-hounds club); 
kinds of raptorial bird, [f. hare + -ier, 

prob. assoc, w. prec. ] 
Ha'rris tweed, n. Kind made in Harris 

in the Hebrides. 
Harrovian, a. & n. (Member) of Harrow 
school; (inhabitant) of Harrow, [-ian] 

ha'rrow1 (-6), n. Heavy frame with iron 
teeth for breaking clods on ploughed land, 
covering seed, etc.; under the in 
distress. [ME harvee, obsc. rel. to MLG, 
MDu. harke rake, ON hervi harrow] 

ha'rrow2 (-6), v.t. Draw harrow over 
(land); lacerate, wound, (lit., & fig. the 
feelings etc.), whence ~inq2 (-61-) a. [f. 
prec. ] 

ha'rrow3 (-6), v.t. Harry, spoil, (chiefly 
in phr. ~ hell, of Christ), [var. of foil.] 

ha'rry, v.t. Ravage, waste, spoil, (land, 
or abs.); despoil (person); harass, worry. 
[OE hergian, OS, OHG herion, ON herja 
f. Gmc *harjaz army] 

h(frsh, a. Rough to the touch, taste, eye, 
or ear; repugnant to feelings or judge¬ 
ment; cruel, unfeeling. Hence ~'LY2 
adv., ~'ness n. [(1) ME harsk corresp. in 
form to OSw., Da. harsk rank, rancid; 
(2) 16th c. harsh f. syn. MLG harsch (hair, 
-ish)] 

hart, n. Male of (esp. red) deer, esp. after 
fifth year; ~ of ten (branches on horns); 



harta 561 hatchment 

~ s-longue, fern with slender undivided 
fronds. [OE heor{o)i, OS herut, OHG 
hir(u)z], ON hjortr f. Gmc *herutaz] 

hfirt'a, n. Closing of Indian shops as 
political gesture or mark of sorrow. 
[Hindi] 

hart'(e)beest, n. S.-African kind of ante¬ 
lope. [S.-Afr. Du.] 

h2i'ts'h(5tn (-s-h-), n. Substance got from 
horns of hart, formerly chief source of 
ammonia; (spirit of)~, aqueous solution 
of ammonia; salt of smelling-salts, 

har'um-scar'um, a. & n. Reckless (per¬ 
son, conduct), [arbitrary] 

harv'est, n., & v.t. 1. (Season for) reaping 
& gathering in of grain or other products; 
corn-crop; season’s yield of any natural 
product; (fig.) product of any action; 
~-bug, mite troublesome during ~; ~ 
festival, thanksgiving service for ~; 
~ home, close of ~ing, festival of this; 
~ moon (full within fortnight of Sep. 22 

or 23); ~ mouse, small species, nesting in 
stalks of growing grain. 2. v.t. Reap & 
gather in (crop, or abs.), lay up, husband. 
[OE heerfest, OS hervist, OHG herbist, 
ON haust f. Gmc *harbhistaz] 

habv'ester, n. Reaper; reaping-machine 
(esp. sheaf-binding); harvest-bug; ~- 
-thresher, combine, [-er1] 

has. Seo have1. 

has-been ( z-), n. (colloq.). Person who, 
thing which, has lost a quality or profi¬ 
ciency formerly possessed, a back num¬ 
ber. [have 1] 

hash1, v.t. (Also ~ up) cut (meat, also 
fig.) in small pieces, [f. E hacker (hache 
HATCHET) ] 

hash2, n. Dish of hashed meat; old 
matter served up in new form; medley; 
make a ~ of, spoil in dealing with; settle 
person’s ~, make an end of, do for, him. 

Hash'emite, a. ~ Kingdom of the Jordan, 
country bounded by Syria, Israel, Saudi 
Arabia, and Iraq. 

hash'ish, -eesh, n. Top leaves & tender 
parts of hemp, dried for smoking or 
chewing as a drug, in Arabia, Egypt, 
Turkey, etc. (cf. bhang). [Arab, hashish 
dry herb] 

has'let, h£ts-, n. Piece of meat to be 
roasted, esp. pig’s fry. [ME hastelet f. OF 
dim. of haste roast meat, spit, f. OLG 
harst roast] 

hasn’t (-z-). See have1. 
hasp (hah-), n., & v.t. Fastening contriv¬ 
ance, esp. clasp passing over staple & 
secured by padlock; hank, skein, of yarn; 
(v.t.) fasten with ~. [OE haepse, hxsp; 
corresp. to MLG haspe, OHG haspa, ON 
hespa] 

hass'ock, n. Hard cushion for kneeling 
on esp. in church; tuft of mattod grass 
etc.; II (in Kent) soft calcareous sandstone. 
[OE hassue, of unkn. orig.] 

hast. See have1. 
has'tate, a. (chiefly bot.). Spear-shaped, 

[f. L hastatus (hasla spear, see -ate2)] 

haste, n.,&v.i. 1. Urgency of movement; 
hurry, precipitancy, as more less 
speed; make be quick (to do, and do). 
2. v.i. Make ~ {to do, or abs.). [ME ; (vb 
f. OF haster) f. OF haste f. WG *haisti- 
violence, cogn. w. ON heifst, Goth.haifsts] 

ha'sten ( sn), v.t. & i. Cause (person) to 
make haste; accelerate (work etc.); make 
haste; come or go in haste (to etc.). [ME; 
-EN'] 

has'tly, a. Hurried; speedy; rash, incon¬ 
siderate; quick-tempered; || pudding 
(of flour stirred to thick batter in boiling 
milk or water). Hence ~ily2 adv., ~iness 
n. [f. OF hastif (as haste \ see -ive)] 

hat, n., & v.t. (-tt-). I. Man’s, woman’s, 
outdoor head-covering, usu. with brim 
(cf. bonnet, cap); lop, high, chimney-pot, 
~, cylindrical silk ~; opera ~ (cylindrical 
compressible); cardinal’s or red ~, (fig.) 
office of cardinal; ~ in hand, servile(ly) ; 
send round the ~, solicit contributions; 
talk through one’s ~ (si.), boast or bluff or 
exaggerate; as black as my ~, quite black; 
~'band (put round ~); >—block (for 
moulding~ on); ~ trick, (Cricket) taking 
3 wickets by successive balls, (transf.) 
scoring of 3 goals by same player, winning 
of 3 races, etc.; || bad ~ (si.), immoral or 
dishonourable person. 2. v.t. Cover, 
furnish, with ~. Hence ~'ful, ~t'ER (3; 
as mad as a ~tor), nn., ~'less a. [OE 
haett, ON hdttr f. Gmc *hattuz; cf. HOOD] 

hatch1, n. Lower half of divided door; 
aperture in door, wall, floor or deck; 
(Naut.) ~way, trap-door covering this; 
under ~es, below deck, (fig.) down out 
of sight, brought low, dead; floodgate; 
~'way, opening in ship’s deck for lower¬ 
ing cargo. [OE heecc, MLG heck, f. WG 
*hak-; cf. hack2, hake2, heck] 

hatch2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Bring forth 
(young birds etc., or abs.) from egg; 
incubate (egg); emerge from egg; (of egg) 
produce young; contrive & develop (plot 
etc.). 2. n. ~ing, brood~ed, (~es, catches, 
matches, & dispatches, newspaper list of 
births, engagements, marriages, & 
deaths). [ME hacche, rel. to MHG hecken, 
Sw. hacka, Da. haekke, of unkn. orig.] 

hatch3, v.t., & n. 1. Engrave (usu. 
parallel) lines on (surface); (Archit.)~ed 
moulding (with two crossing sets of 
parallel lines). 2. n. Engraved line. [(n. 
f. vb) f. F hacher (as hatchet)] 

hatch'ery, n. Place for hatching eggs esp. 
of fish & poultry, [-eky] 

hatch'et, n. Light short-handled axe; ~- 
(narrow, sharp) face; bury the ~; throw 
the helve after the ~, add new loss to that 
already incurred. [ME, f. OF hachelte 
dim. of hache f. WG *hapja (= OHG 
happa, heppa sickle-shaped knife)] 

hatch'ment, n. Large (usu. diamond- 
-shaped) tablet with deceased person’s 
armorial bearings, formerly affixed to 
house, now only on wall of church, 
[contr. of achievement] 
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hate 562 havildar 

hate1, n. (chiefly poet.). Hatred. [ME 
hate (replacing OE hete) partly f. vb, 
partly f. ON hair; see foil.] 

hate2, y.t. Have strong dislike of; bear 
malice to. Hence hat'ABLE a. [OE 
Italian, OS haton, OHG hazzon, ON hala, 
Goth, halan f. Gmc *hatojan] 

hate'ful (-tf-). a. Exciting hatred. Hence 
~LY2adv.,~NESSn. [-FUL] 

hath. Arch. 3rd sing. pres, of have 1. 

hat'red, n. Active dislike; enmity, ill 
will. [ME (hate1 + -red = OE reeden 
condition)] 

h&tt't, n. Turkish edict made irrevocable 
by Sultan’s mark. [abbr. of Pers. kha}- 
tisherif, -humayun, sacred writing] 

haub'erk, n. Coat of mail. [ME, f. OF 
hau(s)berc f. WG *halsberg (hals neck + 
bergan protect) ] 

|] haugta (hah*, hahf), n. Piece of flat allu¬ 
vial land by river. [ME, prob. f. OE healh 
corner] 

haught'ly (-awt-), a. Proud, arrogant; 
dignified. Hence ~1ly2 adv., ~iness n. 
[extension of haught a., (earlier havtt)i. OF 
haul f. L alius high, -Y2] 

haul, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Pull, drag, forcibly; 
transport by cart or other conveyance; 
pull at, upon, (rope etc.); (Naut.) turn 
ship’s course; ~ upon the wind, bring 
ship round to sail closer to wind; (of 
wind) shift. 2. n. Act of ~ing, (fig.) 
amount gained, acquisition. Hence 
~'AGE(3)n. [17th c. var. of hale2] 

II haul'ier, n. One who hauls (esp. tubs in 
coal-mine to bottom of shaft); jobbing 
carter, [f. prec., see -yer] 

|| ha(u)lm (hawm, hahm), n. Stalk, stem; 
(collect, sing.) stems, stalks, of peas, 
beans, potatoes, etc., without the pods 
etc. [OE h(e)aXm, OS, OHG halm, ON 
halmr f. Gmc *halmaz] 

haunch (haw-, hah-), n. Part of body (esp. 
of sheep, deer) on side of spine between 
last ribs & bip-bone; leg & loin of deer 
etc. as food; side of arch between crown 
& piers. [ME, f. OF hanche, f. WG 
*hanka; cf. LG, G hankc hind leg of a 
horse] 

haunt, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Frequent (place); 
frequent company of (person); (of 
thoughts etc.) visit (person) frequently; 
(p.p.) visited, frequented, by ghosts; stay 
habitually (in, about, place, with person). 
2. n. Place of frequent resort, usual feed¬ 
ing-place of animals, den frequented by 
criminals. [ME, f. OF hanter, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

haut'boy (hob-), lio'boy, ob'oe (-bo), n. 
Wood-wind double-reed instrument of 
treble pitch ; reed-stop on organ imitating 
this; tall species of strawberry, [f. F 
hautbois (haut high +6ois wood)] 

haute ecole (ot'akbl), n. The more diffi¬ 
cult feats of horsemanship. [F, = high 
school] 

hauteur (ot€F, & see Ap.), n. Haughtiness 
of manner. [F] 

haut go&t (hogoo'), n. Taint, high flavour. 
[F, = seasoning, lit. high flavour] 

Havan'a, n. Cigar made at Havana or in 
Cuba, [place] 

have1 (or hav), v.t. & i. & auxil. (Pres.: I 
have, arch, thou hast, he has, pr. haz, baz, 
arch, he hath, we, you, they, have; past 
had, pr. had, had, arch. 2nd sing, hddst; 
p.p. had-, abbr. I’ve, we’ve, etc., I’d, we’d 
etc., ’s = has; colloq. neg .haven’t, hasn’t, 
hadn’t). Hold in possession; experience 
the existence of (persons etc. in various 
relations), as I ~ two sons, no uncle, no 
equals; possess, contain, as appendage, 
part, quality, etc., as June has 30 days, 
trees ~ leaves, it has its advantages; enjoy, 
suffer, as I had that pleasure, a toothache, 
no fear; permit (person) to, as I will not 
~ you say such things; know, as he has no 
Greek; be burdened with, as I had my 
work to do; be obliged, as I had to do 
my work; retain, as ~ this in mind; 
entertain, as ~ no doubt; show by action 
etc. that one possesses, as ~ the impudence 
to say; engage in, carry on, as had some 
conversation, ~ a game, ~ a try (make an 
attempt); he will ~ it (maintains) that; 
as Plato has (expresses) it; obtain, 
receive, take (food), as we had news, ~ 
an egg; the Ayes ~ it (~ the advantage); 
let him ~ it, punish or reprimand him; 
I had him there (gained advantage over 
him); II (si.) you were had (cheated); ~ her 
make (cause her to make) a copy; ~ him 
(cause him to be) shot; ~ him up, cause 
him to be brought before court of justice; 
I had my leg broken (experienced such 
breakage); ~ it your own way (form of 
refusal to argue further); he has had it 
(si.), he is a fatal casualty, he i3 now a back 
number, there’s no longer any chance 
of his getting it, his fate is sealed; ~ at, 
make attack upon; ~ done, stop; ~ on, be 
wearing (clothes); ~ it out, settle dispute 
(with person) by discussion etc., (also) get 
tooth extracted; nothing on (person), 
~ no advantage over, ~ no incriminating 
evidence against; (in past subj., = would 
~) had rather (would prefer to) go, had 
better go, would act more wisely in going; 
(auxiliary) I ~, had, shall ~, packed, my 
packing is, was, will be, complete, had I 
(if I had) known etc. [OE liabban, OS 
hebbian, OHG haben, ON hafa, Goth. 
haban f. Gmc *habhen of uncert. orig.] 

have2, n. ~s & ~-nots, rich & poor; || (si.) 
a swindle, take-in. [f. prec. ] 

hav'en, n. Harbour, port; (fig., often 
~ of rest) refuge. [OE hsefen f. ON hofn 
corresp. to MLG havene, MDu. haven] 

haven’t (h&vnt). See have1. 

II hav'er, v.i., & n. (Sc.). 1. Talk foolishly, 
babble. 2. n. (usu. pi.). Foolish talk, 
nonsense, [orig. unkn.] 

hav'ersack, n. Stout canvas bag for 
provisions, [f. F havresac f. G habersack 
(haber oats +SACK.1)] 

hav'ildar, n. Sepoy officer corresponding 
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to sergeant, [f. Pers. hawaldar (Arab. 
hawalah charge -f-Pers. dar holder)] 

hav'ing, n. In vbl senses; also, jjroperty, 
belongings, (often pi.). [-ing 1 ] 

hav'oc, n., & v.t. (~king, ~ked). Devasta¬ 
tion, destruction, as make ~ of, play ~ 
among; cry ~, give signal to army to seize 
spoil (now fig.); (v.t.) devastate (often 
abs.). [f. AF havok f. OF havot of unkn. 
orig. ] 

haw1, n. (Fruit of) hawthorn; (hist.) 
hedge, enclosure; ~'buck, country bump¬ 
kin; finch, common grosbeak. [OE 
haga, MLG, MDu. hage, OHG hac, ON 
hagi f. Gmc *hagon-, see hedge] 

haw2, n. Third eyelid of horse, dog, etc., 
cartilage within inner corner of eye. [orig. 
unkn.] 

haw3. See hum1. 

haw-haw1, int. & n. Boisterous laugh. 
Hence haw-haw v.i. [imit.] 

haw-haw2. = ha-ha. 

hawk1, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Bird of prey used 
in falconry, with rounded wings shorter 
than falcon’s; know a ~ from a handsaw 
(perh. corrupt of heknshaw), have ordi¬ 
nary discernment (see Hami. II. ii. 397); 
rapacious person; ~-eyed, keen-sighted; 

fast-flying moth, mostly large 
and crepuscular; ~-nosed, with aquiline 
nose; ~'s-bill, kind of turtle. 2. v.i. Hunt 
game with ~ ; (v.i. & t.) ~ (at), attack as 
~ does, (of swallows etc.) hunt insects. 
Hence ~Tsh1, ~'iike, aa. [OE heafoc, 
OS habuc, OHG habuh, ON haukr i. 
Gmc *habhukaz] 

hawk2, v.t. Carry (goods) about for sale 
(often fig.), [back form. f. hawker] 

hawk3, v.i. & t. Clear the throat noisily; 
bring (phlegm etc.) up from throat, 
[imit. ] 

hawk1, n. Plasterer’s square board with 
handle, [orig. unkn. ] 

hawk'er, n. One who hawks goods about. 
[16th c., prob. f. LG; cf. MLG hoker, LG 
hbker, Du. heuker; see huckster] 

hawse (-z), n. Part of ship’s bows in 
which —holes are cut for cables; space 
between head of anchored vessel & 
anchors; situation of cables before ship’s 
stem when moored with two anchors out 
from forward, one on starboard, other 
on port bow. [15th c. halse, prob. f. ON 
hols neck ] 

haws'er (-s-, -z-), n. (naut.). Large rope, 
small cable, now often of steel. [ME, f. 
AF haucer, -eour f. OF haucier hoist f. 
Rom. *altiare (alius high); cf. LL altare 
exalt] 

haw'thoin, n. Thorny shrub, with white, 
red, or pink blossom & small dark red 
berry, the haw1. [OE hagalhorn (as 
HAW1, see THORN)] 

hay *, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Grass mown & dried 
for fodder; Burgundian ~, lucerne; look 
for a needle in a DOTTLE3 (or bundle) of 
~; make ~, turn it over for exposure to 
sun; make ~ of, throw into confusion; 
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make ~ while the sun shines, seize oppor¬ 
tunities. 2. '—'box (stuffed with ~, in 
winch heated food is left to continue 
cooking); •—'cock, conical heap of ~; 
~ fever, summer disorder usu. with 
asthmatic symptoms, caused by pollen 
or dust; —-fork (for turning over or load¬ 
ing ~); maker, one who lifts, tosses, 
& spreads ~ after mowing, apparatus for 
shaking & drying ~, (si.) swinging blow; 
—'rick, —'slack, regular pile of ~ with 
pointed or ridged top; •—'seed (colloq.), 
a rustic, hick; •—'wire, anything tangled 
(go —wire, become excited or distracted). 
3. v.t. Put (land) under ~, make into ~; 
(v.i.) make ~. [OE Mg, Meg, OS hoi, 
OHG hewi, ON hey, Goth, hawi f. Gmc 
*hauwan hew] 

hay2, hey2 (ha), n. (Figure in) country 
dance, [orig. unkn.] 

hay'ward (-did), n. Officer of parish etc. 
in charge of fences & enclosures. [ME, f. 
obs. hay hedge (as haw1) Award] 

haz'ard, n., & v.t. 1. Game at dice, 
with complicated chances; chance; 
danger; at all —s (risks); each of winning 
openings in tennis-court; || (Billiards) 
winning —, striking object ball into 
pocket, losing —, pocketing own ball off 
another; (Golf) obstruction in playing a 
shot, e.g. bunker, water, road, etc.; || (in 
Ireland) cab-stand. 2. v.t. Expose to ~, 
run the ~ of; venture on (action, state¬ 
ment, guess), [(vb f. F hasarder) ME, f. 
OF hasard, of Arab. orig. ] 

haz'ardous, a. Risky; dependent on 
chance. Hence~LY2adv.,~NESSn. [-ous] 

haze1, n., & v.t. 1. Obscuration of atmo¬ 
sphere near earth, mainly due to heat, 
smoke, or fine dust; (fig.) mental obscu¬ 
rity or confusion. 2. v.t. Make hazy, 
[prob. back form. f. earlier hazy] 

haze2, v.t. (naut.). Harass with overwork, 
"bully, [cf. OF liaser harass, worry] 

haz'el, n. Bush whose fruit is the —nut; 
(stick of) its wood; reddish-brown or 
greenish-brown colour (esp. of eyes). 
Hence ~1y2 a. [OE hsesel, OHG hasal, 
ON hasl f. Gmc •hasalaz] 

haz'ly, a. Misty; vague, indistinct; 
slightly drunk. Hence~iLY2 adv.,~iNESS 
n. [17th c., naut., also hawsey, heysey, 
of unkn. orig.] 

H-bomb (ach'bom), n. Hydrogen bomb. 
[H for HYDROGEN] 

he1, pron. (obj. him, poss. his, pi. they, 
obj. them, poss. their), & n. (pi. hes). 1. 
pron. The male person in question. 2. n. 
Male; (attrib. esp. of animals) hc-goat 
etc.; *he-man, masterful or virile man. 
[OE, f. Gmc st. (3rd pers. sing.) hi-, as in 
OFris., OS he, hi (cf. Gotb. hi(ta) etc.); 
var. st. f-repr. by OHG ir, cr, Goth, is] 

he2, int. expr. amusement or derision 
(often repeated, he he), [in many langg. ] 

head1 (h6d), n. 1. Anterior part of body of 
animal, upper part of man’s body, con¬ 
taining mouth, sense-organs, and brain; 
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(as measure) taller by a ~, (Horse-racing) 
won, by a ~; cannot make ~ or tail of 
(understand). 2. Seat of intellect or ima¬ 
gination ; natural aptitude or talent (a 
good ~ for business). 3. ~ache, esp. as 
result of overnight intoxication (colloq.). 
4. Life, as it cost him his ~. 5. Image of 
~, esp. on one side of coin (opp. to tail), 
as ~s I win, tails you lose. 6. Antlers of 
deer, as deer of the first ~ (when antlers 
are first developed). 7. Person, as crowned 
~s, some hot~ (hasty person); individual, 
as twopence a or per ~, esp. of cattle, as 
every ~ of cattle, twenty ~; large ~ (num¬ 
ber) of game; good ~ (stock) of shell. 8. 
Thing like ~ in form or position, e.g. 
cutting or striking part of tool, knobbed 
end of nail etc.; (of plants) compact mass 
of leaves or flowers at top of stem. 
9. Foam on top of liquor; || cream on top 
of milk. 10. Top (of mast, staircase, 
page, etc.). 11. Maturated part of boil 
etc. 12. Upper end; end of table occupied 
by host; end of lake at which river enters 
it; end of bed at which one’s ~ rests; 
fountain-'-—. 13. Body of water kept at 
height for mill etc.; pressure (per unit of 
area.) of confined body of steam etc. 14. 
Front (of procession, army, etc.); front 
part of plough, holding the share; bows 
of ship, as by the ~, with ~ lower in water 
than stern, (fig.) slightly drunk. 15. Pro* 
montory, asBeachyH^. 16. Underground 
passage for working coalmine. 17. Ruler, 
chief, (often attrib.); master etc. of 
college; ~ master of school. 18. Position 
of command, as at the ■— of. 19. Main 
division in discourse; category. 20. 
Culmination, crisis, as come to a ~. 21. 
(naut.). Seamen’s latrine in ship’s bows. 
22. Phrases: beat person’s ~ off, outdo 
him thoroughly; by (the) ~ and ears, 
forcibly (esp. of dragging in a story); by 
(the) ~ and shoulders, — by ~ and ears, 
(also) considerably (taller, & fig. of mental 
or moral stature); from ~ to foot, all over 
the person; give (horse) his ~, let him go 
freely; ~ first or foremost, with the ~ 
foremost (of plunge etc.), (fig.) pre¬ 
cipitately ; ~ of hair, the hair on the ~, 
esp. when copious; ~ over heels, topsy¬ 
turvy; keep one’s ~, keep calm; Iceep 
one’s ~ above water, (fig.) keep out of 
debt; lay (our etc.) ~s together, consult 
together; lose one’s ~, be beheaded, 
(also) become confused; make ~, press 
forward; make ~ against, resist success¬ 
fully ; off one’s ~, crazy; old ~ on young 
shoulders, wisdom in the young; on one’s 
~ (of vengeance falling, guilt resting, on 
person); (stand etc.) on one’s ~, with feet 
in air (could do it onmy~, si., find it quite 
easy); out of one’s ~, from one’s own 
Invention; over ~ <£■ eaks ; over one’s ~, 
above one, esp. fig. of danger impending 
etc., (also) beyond one’s comprehension, 
as he talks over our ~s, (also) person is 
promoted over another s ~ (who has prior 
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claim); put (thing) into person's---, suggest 
it to him; put (thing) out of one’s ~, cease 
to think of it, give up the idea of it; put 
(thing) out of person’s ~, make him forget 
it (something put it out of my ~); talk 
person’s ~ off, weary him with talk; 
(prov.) two ~s (minds) are belter than one. 
23. Comb.: ~'ache, continuous pain in ~, 
(colloq.) troublesome problem; ~'achy 
(-kl), suffering from, producing, this; ~ 
& front, essence (of offence etc.; but cf. 
Oth. I. iii. 80), (pop.) leader, ringleader; 
~'band, band worn round ~; borough 
(hist.), petty constable; ■—dress, covering 
(esp. woman’s ornamental attire) for the 
~; ~'fast, rope at ~ of vessel to make her 
fast to wharf etc.; ~'gear, hat, cap, <— 
-dress; »■—hunter, savage who collects~s 
of his enemies as trophies; ~'land, pro¬ 
montory, (also) strip left unploughed at 
end of field; ~’light, powerful light carried 
on front of locomotive, car, or aeroplane, 
or at mast-head of ship; ~'line, line at 
top of page containing title etc., title or 
sub-title in newspaper, (pi., also) II sum¬ 
mary at beginning of BBC news bulle¬ 
tin ; man, chief man, chief of tribe etc.; 
II ~ master, mistress, principal master, 
mistress, of school; ~-money (paid for or 
by each person); ~’-on (adj.), involving 
the meeting ~ to ~ of two vehicles (a ~- 
-on collision), or of the ~ of a vehicle with 
stationary object; ~-on' (adv.), with the 
~ pointed directly towards some object; 

phone, (in wireless and other telephony) 
telephone receiver fitting over ~; piece, 
helmet, (also) intellect, man of intellect, 
(also) ornamental engraving at ~ of 
chapter etc. in book, cf. TArU-piece; 
quarters, (Mil.) quarters of officer com¬ 
manding army, corps, division, etc., 
(gen.) centre of operations; spring, 
main source of stream (also fig.); stall, 
part of bridle or halter that fits round ~; 
~'stock, bearings of revolving parts in 
machine; stone, gravestone; ~ stone, 
chief stone in foundation (also fig.); ~- 
-voice, one of higher registers of voice in 
singing or speaking; ~'way, progress, (of 
ship) rate of progress, (Archit.) height of 
arch etc.; ~ wind (meeting one directly 
in front); ~-word, word forming a head¬ 
ing;—work, mental work. Hence (-)~'ed, 
~'less, aa., (h8d-). [OE heafod, OS 
hdbid, OHG houbit, ON haufuth, Goth. 
haubiih f. Gmc *haubliudh-] 

head2 (h6d), v.t. & i. Furnish with head; 
(also~ down) lop off head of (plant, tree); 
be, form, the head of; place name etc., 
(of name etc.) be placed, at the head of 
(chapter, list, etc.); come to a head, 
develop; be, put oneself, at the head 
of (a company etc.); lead; excel; oppose; 
go round the head of (lake etc.); (Footb.) 
strike (ball) with head; ~ back, off, get 
ahead of so as to turn back, aside; (intr.) 
front (in named direction); (of ship) make 
for (place, point), [f. prcc.j 
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-head, suf. = -hood, f. ME -hed(e) repr. 
OE -*haedu), a phonetic var. of -hod, 
see -hood. Orig. an independent noun, 
it became a suf. in early ME & survives in 
godhead, maidenhead (distinct in meaning 
f. godhood, maidenhood)', now repl. by 
-HOOD. 

head'er (hSd-), n. One who puts heads on 
casks etc.; brick, stone, laid at right 
angle to face of wall (cf. stretcher) ; 
plunge head first, [-er1 ] 

head'ing (hSd-), n. In vbl senses; also or 
esp.: (Footb.) striking ball with head; 
title etc. at head of page etc.; horizontal 
passage in preparation for tunnel, [-ing1] 

head'long (h6d-), adv. & a.. Head fore¬ 
most (in falling etc.); precipitate(ly); 
impetuous(ly). [ME headling (head 1 + 
-ling2), assim. to -long] 

head'most (h8d-), a. Foremost, 
heads'man (h6d-), n. One who beheads; 
man in command of whaling boat. 
[HEAD 1-F-ES+MAN] 

head'strong (h§d-), a. Violently self- 
-willed. Hence ~NESS n. [ = strong in 
head] 

head'ly (hSd-), a. (Ofperson,thing, action) 
impetuous, violent; (of liquor etc.) apt to 
intoxicate. Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~Iness n. 
[-Y2] 

heal, v.t. & i. Restore (person, wound) 
to health (lit. & fig.); cure (person of 
disease); (of wound) become sound or 
whole; ~-all, universal remedy (pop. 
name of various plants). Hence ~'er' 

n. (time is a great ~er). [OE heelan, OS 
helian, OHG heilan, ON heila, Goth. 
hailjan f. Gmc *hailaz whole ] 

health (h81-), n. Soundness of body (also 
fig.); condition of body, as good, bad, 
~-officer, officer of ~, (charged with ad¬ 
ministering ~ laws etc.); toast drunk in 
person’s honour; bill4 o/~. [OE heelth, 
OHG heilida f. WG *haililha (whole, 

-th1)] 
healtb/ful (h81-), a. Health-giving; con¬ 
ducive to moral or spiritual welfare. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [-FUL] 

health'ly (hSl-), a. Having good health 
(lit. & fig.); conducive to good health. 
Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~iNESS n. [health 

+ -y2] 
heap1, n. Group of things lying one on 
another; (colloq.) large number, as a ~ 
of people, ~s of times, (adv.) he is ~s 
better; (colloq.) struck all of a ~, mentally 
prostrated. [OE heap, OS hop, OHG 
houf, hufo, f. Gmc *haupaz, *hiipon-] 

heap2, v.t. Pile (things up, together, etc.) 
in a heap; load (cart, person, etc. with 
goods, benefits, etc.); accumulate (insults 
etc. upon). [OE heapian, as prec. ] 

hear, v.t. & i. (heard pr. hdtd). Perceive 
(sound etc. or intr.) with the ear. as I ~d 
a groan, I ~ him groaning, I ~d him groan 
(but he was ~d to groan); listen, give 
audience, to, as ~ him out (to the end), ~ 
him, his lesson, ~ a sermon', listen 
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judicially to (case, plaintiff, etc.); grant 
(prayer); he will not ~ (entertain the 
notion) of it; you will ~ of this (be 
reprimanded for it); be informed (that, of, 
about); ~ from, receive letter or message 
from; ~ tell of (arch.), be told about; || (as 
form of cheering, often iron.) ~ / ~ /. 
Hence ~'able a., ~'er1 n. [OE hieran, 
OS horian, OHG horren, ON heyra, Goth. 
hausjan f. Gmc ’hauzjan ] 

hear'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp.: percep¬ 
tion by ear, as hard of ~, deaf; within, 
out of, ~, near enough, too far off, to 
be heard; give him a fair ~, listen im¬ 
partially to liim; ~ aid, small sound 
amplifier worn by deaf people, [-ing1] 

heark'en (h&r-), hSir-, v.i. Listen (to). 
[OE he(o)rcnian (as hark, -en6)] 

hear'say, n. What one hears (but does 
not know to be true), gossip, (often attrib., 
as ~ evidence). 

hearse (hSls), n. Vehicle for carrying 
coffin at funeral; (formerly) framework 
supporting pall at funeral, often adapted 
for carrying tapers. [ME, f. OF herse, f. L 
hirpicem (nom. -ex) rake, harrow] 

heart (hart), n. 1. Hollow organ keeping 
up circulation of blood by contracting 
& dilating; right, left, ~ (side of ~); 
smoker’s ~ (~ disorder due to smoking). 
2. Breast; mind; soul (~ to ~, -with 
candour; so~-fo-~ talks); after one’s (oum) 
~(desire). 3. Seat of the emotions, esp. of 
love, as give, lose, one’s ~ to, win the~ of, 
(person); union of ~s (depending on 
affection, not constraint). 4. Sensibility, 
as he has no ~; courage, as pluck up or 
take, lose, ~. 5. (As term of endearment 
to person) dear, siveet, ~; (Naut.) my 
(brave fellows). 6. Central part, esp. of 
tree, as (fig.) ~ of oak, courageous man; 
vital part, essence, (the ~ of the matter). 
7. (Of land) fertility, as out of ~, in poor 
condition. 8. -shaped thing; (Cards, 
pi.) suit marked with ~s, (sing.) one of 
these. 9. At in one’s inmost feelings; 
by ~, in, from, memory, as have, learn, 
say, by ~ : from one’s ~, sincerely; in one’s 
~, secretly, in one’s essential feelings; 
in ~, in good spirits; near(est) one’s 
dear(est) to one; out of ~, in low spirits; 
with all one’s~, sincerely, with theutmost 
goodwill; find in one’s ~, (esp. w. neg.) 
prevail on oneself (to do); have thing at 
be deeply interested in it; lay thing to 
think it over seriously; searchings of ~, 
misgivings; take thing to ~, be much 
affected by it; break person’s over¬ 
whelm him with sorrow; cry one’s ~ out, 
cry violently; eat one’s ~ out, pine away 
from vexation etc.; have a ~ (si.), be 
merciful; have the ~, (esp. w. neg.) be 
hard-hearted enough (to do); ~ & hand, 
enthusiastically; in one’s ~ of~s (inmost 
feelings); ~ & soul, with all one’s energy; 
have one’s ~ in one’s mouth, be violently 
alarmed or startled; his ~ is in the right 
place, he means well; take ~ of grace. 
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pluck up courage; wear one’s~ upon one’s 
sleeve, lack proper reserve; it does my ~ 
good, it rejoices me. 10. '-'ache, mental 
anguish; '-'beat., pulsation of ~, (fig.) 
emotion; ~(’s)-blood, life-blood, life; ~- 
-break, overwhelming distress; '—-breaking, 
-broken, causing, crushed by, this ;—'burn, 
burning sensation in lower part of chest; 

burning, jealousy, grudge; -—disease 
(of ~); —'felt, sincere (emotion etc.); ~- 
-rcnding, distressing; —’sLease, pansy; 

sick, despondent; —'sore, grieved at~; 
~-strings, (fig.) ~, deepest affections; 
~-whole, undismayed, with the ~ unen¬ 
gaged, not in love. Hence ~~'ed2 (hat-) 
a. [OE heorte, OS herta, OHG herza, ON 
hjarta, Goth, hairto cogn. w. L cor -dis, 
Gk kardia] 

heart'en (h&r-), v.t. & i. Inspirit, cheer 
(often up, also on); (intr.) cheer up. [f. 
arch, vb heart (OE hiertan, as prec.) + 
-EN a] 

hearth (hSt-), n. Floor of fireplace; ~- 
rug (laid before fireplace); —'stone, flat 
stone forming ~, (also) stone etc. for 
whitening~s. [OE lieorth, OS herth, OHG 
hert f. WG *herth-} 

heart'ily (bdr-), adv. With goodwill, 
courage, or appetite; very, as ~ sick of it. 
[HEARTY, -LY2 J 

heart'less (hdr-), a. Unfeeling, pitiless, 
cruel. Hence~LY2 adv.,~NF.ss n. [-less] 

heart'ly (bdr-), a. & n. 1. Cordial, genial; 
(of feelings) sincere ; vigorous; (of meals) 
abundant. 2. n. (As address to sailors) 
my —ies; II (in English university use) 
outdoor man, atliiete (opp. aesthete). 

Hence ~iness n. [-Y2 ] 
heat1, n. 1. Hotness; sensation, percep¬ 
tion, of this; red, white, etc., ~, at which 
metals etc. are red, white, etc. 2. 
(phys.). Kinetic & potential energy of 
the invisible molecules of bodies, capable 
of transmission by conduction or radia¬ 
tion (formerly held an elastic material 
fluid); latent —, ~ required to convert a 
solid into liquid or vapour, or a liquid 
into vapour; specific —, ~ required to 
raise temperature of a given substance to 
given extent (usu. one degree), usu. calcu¬ 
lated relatively to water. 3. Hot weather. 
4. Inflamed state of body. 5. Pungency 
of flavour. 6. Prickly —, skin disease 
common in hot climates. 7. Single effort, 
esp. at a —; (trial) —s, races, contests, the 
winners of which compete in final (—). 
8. Warmth of feeling, anger; violent 
stage (of debate etc.). 9. Sexual excite¬ 
ment of animals during breeding season 
(on, in, at, —, of females). 10. — -spot, 
freckle, (also) point of the skin at -which 
~ can be felt; —stroke, prostration by 
excessive ~; —-wave, wave of radiant ~, 
(also) access of great ~ in atmosphere re¬ 
garded as passing from place to place. 
[OE heetu, OFris. tele, cogn. w. OS hittia., 
OHG hizza, Goth, heito; f. Gmc *hait-, 
*hit-, *hit- (see hot)] 

heaven 

heat2, v.t. & i. Make hot; inflame (blood 
etc.); inflame with passion, whence 
~'edLY2 adv.; (intr.) become hot (lit. 
& fig.). Hence ~'er*(2) n. [OE hmtan, 
OHG heizan, ON heita f. Gmc *haitjan f. 
*haitaz hot] 

heath, n. II Bare flat waste tract of land, 
esp. if covered with shrubs; name of such 
shrubs, esp. of genus Erica; —-bell, flower 
of ~ & other plants; <—berry, bilberry, 
crowberry, & other berries; <—cock, 
blackcock. Hence ~'y2 a. [OE hseth, 
cogn. w. OHG heida, ON heithr, Goth. 
haiihi f. Gmc *haith- ] 

heath'en (-dh-), a. & n. (One who is) 
neither Christian, Jewish, nor Moham¬ 
medan ; (n. pi. collect.) the — ; unenlight¬ 
ened person; the — chinee. Hence ~dom, 
~ism(2), ~ishNESS, ~ry, nn., ~ish1 a., 
~ishLY2 adv., ~ize(3) v.t. & i., (-dh-). 
[OE hifthen, OS hethin, OHG heidan, ON 
heithinn, Goth, haithno gentile, f. Gmc 
*haith- heath, rendering LL paganus 
PAGAN] 

hea'ther (h6dh-), n. Various species of 
genus Calluna vulgaris (called in the 
North Ling); II take to the ~ (Sc.), become 
an outlaw; ~-bell, (flower of) species of 
Erica; ~ mixture, (fabric) of mixed hues 
supposed to resemble ~. Hence ~y2 a. 
[14th c. Sc. & north, hathir, haddir, of 
unkn. orig.; since 18th c. assim. to heath] 

heave1, v.t. & i. (past & p.p. ~d or, esp. 
naut., hove). Lift (heavy thing); (of vein 
or stratum) displace (another); utter 
(groan, sigh) with effort; (Naut. & colloq.) 
throw; (Naut.) haul up, haul, by rope; 
rise, swell up; rise with alternate falls, as 
waves; pant; retch; pull (at rope etc.); 
~ down, turn (ship) over on one side for 
cleaning etc.; ~ to, bring (vessel, or abs.) 
to standstill with head to wind; ~ in 
sight, become visible; ~ ho (cry of sailors 
in heaving anchor up). [OE hebban, OS 
-ian, OHG heffen, ON hefja, Goth, hafjan 
f. Gmc *hafjan cogn. w. L capere] 

heave2, n. Heaving; ~ of the sea, force 
exerted by swell of sea on ship’s course; 
a recognized trip or throw in wrestling 
(Cornwall ~); horizontal displacement of 
vein or stratum; (pi.) disease of horses, 
broken wind. [f. prec.] 

hea'ven (h8-), n. Sky, firmament, (in 
prose now usu. pi.); region of the 
atmosphere in which clouds float, winds 
blow, & birds fly; (formerly) each of 
the heavenly spheres ; habitation of God 
& his angels, usually placed beyond sky 
(cf. hell); seventh ~, ~ of ~s, highest 
of seven ~s recognized by .Tews, abode 
of God; in the seventh ~, in a state of 
extreme delight or exaltation; God, 
Providence, as itisH~’s will; (in assever¬ 
ations & exclamations) by ~ !, good ~s /; 
place, state, of supreme bliss; ~-bom, of 
divine origin; ~-sent. Hence ~ward a., 
' 'WARD(s) adv. [OE heofon, OS heban, 
MUG heven, of unkn. orig.] 

566 
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hea venly (hS-), a. Of heaven, divine, (the 
H~ City, Paradise); of the sky, as ~ 
bodies; the H~ Twins, = gemini ; ~ host 1; 
of superhuman excellence; (colloq.) wliat 
~ (excellent) figs!; <—minded, holy, 
devout. Hence hea'venliNESS (hS-) n. 
[ME, f. OF heofonlic (as prec., see -ly1)] 

Hea'viside (h6-) lay'er, n. Layer of the 
atmosphere that reflects wireless waves 
back & causes them to follow the contour 
of the earth. [Oliver Heaviside, English 
physicist (d. 1925)] 

hea'vy (hS-), a., n., & adv. 1. Of great 
weight; of great specific gravity; weighty 
because abundant, as a ~ crop; laden 
with; (of ordnance of the larger kind) ~ 
guns, metal, artillery; (fig.) ~ metal, 
formidable opponent(s); (Mil.) carrying 
~ arms. 2. Striking, falling, with force, 
as ~ storm, sea. 3. (Of ground) clinging, 
difficult to travel over. 4. (Of bread 
etc.) dense from not having risen; (of 
food) hard to digest. 5. (Of horse) ~ in 
or on hand, bearing or hanging on bit, 
(fig.) dull, hard to entertain. 6. (Of sky) 
overcast, gloomy. 7. Clumsy in appear¬ 
ance or effect; (of persons) intellectually 
slow; unwieldy; (of artistic or literary 
productions) dull, tedious: (Theatr.) 
serious, sombre, as ~ father. 8. Oppres¬ 
sive, grievous, as a~ fate; sad, as ~ news; 
despondent; doleful; drowsy; it lies ~ 
(makes its weight felt); time hangs ~ 
(passes slowly). 9. n. pi. || The Heavies, 
Dragoon Guards, (also) ~ artillery. 10. 
adv. Heavily (now chiefly in compounds; 
as ~-buying, -laden, -pulling). 11. ~- 
-armed, bearing ~ arms or armour; ~ 
chemicals; ~-hearted, melancholy, dole¬ 
ful ; ~ oil, a heavier-than-water oil ob¬ 
tained from coal-tar by distillation; ~ 
spar, barytes; ~ swell (colloq.), man who 
emphasizes his real or imagined impor¬ 
tance by overdressing etc.; ~ water, water 
with a density about 10 per cent, greater 
than that of ordinary water, the oxide 
of deuterium or ~ hydrogen; ~-weight, 
jockey etc. of more than average weight, 
boxer over 12st. 10. Hence hea'vliY2 
adv., hea'viNEss n., ~isii1 a., (he-). [OE 
hefig, OS hebig, OHG hebig, ON hofugr, 
f. Gmc *hafjan heave] 

lieb'domad, n. Week (esp. in reference to 
Van. ix. 27). [f. L f. Gk hebdomas -ados 
(hepla seven, see -ad)] 

hebdom'adal, a. Weekly; II (Oxf. Univ.) 
H~ Council, board meeting weekly, [f. 
LL hcbdomadalis (as prec., see -al)] 

Heb'e, n. (Gk Myth.) goddess of youth, 
cupbearer of Olympus; (joc.) waitress, 
barmaid. [Gk] 

heb'etate, v.t. & i. Make, become, dull. 
[f. L hebelare (hebes -efts blunt), see -ate3] 

heb'etude, n. Stupidity, [f. LL hebetudo 
(hebes, see prec., -tube)] 

Hebra'lic, a. Of Hebrew or the Hebrews. 
Hence ~ically adv. [f. LL f. Gk 
Hebraikos (as HEBREW, see -ic)] 

Heb'ra|ism, n. Attribute of the Hebrews; 
Hebrew system of thought or religion; 
Hebrew idiom or expression esp. in the 
Greek of the Bible. So ~ize(3) v.t. & i., 
~is'tic a., ~is'tiCALLY adv. [f. late Gk 
Hebra'ismos, or as prec. +-ISM, after 
Hellenism etc. ] 

Heb'raist, n. Hebrew scholar; adherent 
of Hebrew thought or religion, [as prec. 
-1ST ] 

Heb'rew (-ob), n. & a. 1. Israelite, Jew; 
Epistle to the book in N.T.; language 
of the ancient ~s; modern as now used 
by Jews; (colloq.) unintelligible speech 
(cf. Greek). 2. adj. Of ~, of the Jews. 
[ME, f. OF Ebreu f. mod. L Ebreus f. L f. 
Gk Ilebraios f. Aram, 'ebrai = Heb. 'ibri 
one from the other side ('abar cross over)] 

hec'atomb (-5m, -oom), n. (Gk Ant.). 
Great public sacrifice (prop. 100 oxen), 
[f. L f. Gk hekatombe (hekaton hundred + 
bous ox)] 

heck1, n. Frame obstructing passage of 
fish in river. [ME, northern form of 
HATCH1] 

heck2, n. & int. (si.). Euphem. for hell 
esp. in imprecations. 

hec'kle, v.t., & n. (Dress flax, hemp, with) 
hackle 1; catechize (esp. election candi¬ 
date) severely. [15th c. hekele etc.; see 
HACKLE1] 

hec'tare, n. (In metric system) superficial 
measure of 100 ares (2.471 acres), [f. 
HECTO- + AUE1] 

hec'tic, a. & n. 1. ~ fever, that which ac¬ 
companies consumption and similar dis¬ 
eases, attended with flushed cheeks and 
hot skin; consumptive; morbidly flushed 
(lit. & fig.); (si.) exciting, wild, impas¬ 
sioned, (for a ~ moment). 2. n. ~ fever, 
patient, flush. [14th c. etik. f. OF etique 
(mod. hectique) f. LL f. Gk hektikos; hec- 
after F & LL ] 

hec'to-, irreg. contr. of Gk hekaton hun¬ 
dred, used as comb, form, as: ~graph, 
apparatus for multiplying copies, (v.t.) 
multiply with this; (metric system) 
~gram(me), weight of 100 grammes (3-52 
oz), ~litre. Titer, (-leter), 100 litres (3-531 
cub. ft), ~anetre (-ter), -meter, 100 metres 
(328-089 ft); cf. centi-. 

hec'tor, n., & v.t. & i. Bluster(er), bully, 
[(vb f. n.) f. Gk Heklor, son of Priam and 
Hecuba, Trojan hero in Iliad] 

hed'dles, n. pi. Small cords or wires 
through which warp is passed in loom 
before going through the reed. [16th c. 
var. of syn. heald f. OE hefeld f. hef- raise 
(HEAVE)] 

hedge1, n. Fence of bushes or low trees, 
living (quickset ~) or dead (dead ~), or of 
turf, stone, etc. (doesn't grow on every ~, 
is rare); line of things or persons forming 
barrier; (fig.) barrier; (Betting) act, 
means, of hedging; ||~-priest, illiterate 
priest of low status; ~'row, row of bushes 
forming ~; II—school, low-class school, 
(formerly) open-air school esp. in Ireland; 
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<■—sparrow, common British and Euro¬ 
pean bird, allied to the warblers. [OE 
“hecg, he.gg, ME hegge, heg, = MDu. 
hegghe, OHG hegga, hecka £. Gmc *hagjo- 
see haw 1 ] 

hedge2, v.t. & i. Surround with hedge 
(lit. & fig.); fence off; hern in; make, 
trim, hedges, whence hedg'ER1 n.; secure 
oneself against loss on (bet, speculation, 
or abs.) by compensating transactions on 
the other side; (intr.) avoid committing 
oneself, [f. prec.] 

hedge'hog (-j h-), n. Small spiny, 
nocturnal, almost omnivorous mammal, 
rolling itself up into ball for defence; 
name of various animals armed with 
spines; (Mil.) small self-contained defen¬ 
sive position bristling with fortifications 
on all sides; prickly seed-vessel of some 
plants; person bard to get on with, 
whence -~gY2 (-g-) a. [hedge (from its 
habits) + HOG (from its snout)] 

hedon'ic, a. & n. Of pleasure; (n. pi.) 
doctrine of pleasure, [f. Gk hidonikos 
(foil., -ic)] 

hed'onlism, n. Doctrine that pleasure is 
the chief good. So ~ist n., ~is'tic a. [f. 
Gk hedone pleasure + -ism] 

heed, v.t. (Sc. & literary), & n. 1. Concern 
oneself about, take notice of. 2. n. Care¬ 
ful attention, as take ~, pay or give ~ to. 
Hence ~'ful, ~'less, aa., ~'fulLY2, 

~'lessLY2, adw., ~'fulNESS, ~'lessNESs, 

nn. [OE hedan, OS hodian, OHG huotan 
f. WG *hodjan; n. f. vb] 

hee-haw', n. Ass’s bray; loud laugh, 
[imit.] 

heel1, n. 1. Hinder part of human foot be¬ 
low ankle (~ of Achilles, only vulnerable 
spot, weak point); (Anat.) corresponding 
part of hind limb in quadruped, often 
raised above ground; (pop., of quad¬ 
ruped) hinder part of hoof, (pi.) hind 
feet. 2. Part of stocking that covers ~; 
part of boot that supports 3. Thing 
like ~ in shape or position, as handle end 
of violin bow, crook in head of golf club, 
after end of ship’s keel; (hort.) irregularly 
shaped piece of plant attached to a 
cutting. 4. *Cad, low-down person (si.). 
5. At~, at, on,upon., one’s~s, close behind 
one; down at ~, (of shoes) with ~ part 
crushed down, (of person) wearing such 
shoes, slovenly; to ~, (of dog) close 
behind, under control; —&-toe WALKHng; 
~s over head, (usu.) head over ~s, upside 
down, in a somersault; kick one’s ~s, 
stand waiting; cool2 one’s ~s; lay, clap, 
by the ~s, imprison; show a clean pair of 
~s, take to one’s ~s, run away; have the 
~s of, out-run; turn on one’s ~, turn 
sharply round; be carried with the ~s 
foremost (as a corpse); (Cribbage) his ~s, 
knave if turned up by dealer, scoring two 
(cf. nob); ~'6oH, shoemaker’s polishing 
mixture of hard wax and lamp-black; 
~'tap, a thickness of leather in ~, liquor 
left at bottom of glass. [OE hela, h&la, 

heir 

OFris. hela, MDu. hiele, ON heell f. Gmc 
*hahiX cogn. w. hough] 

heel2, v.i. & t. Touch ground with heel, 
e.g. in dancing; furnish (boot etc.) with 
heel; chase or follow closely; (Football) 
pass ball out at back of scrummage with 
the heels; (Golf) strike (ball) with heel of 
club. Hence *~ed2 (-Id) a. (colloq.), 
armed with revolver, supplied with 
money, [f. prec.] 

heel3, v.i. & t. (Of ship etc.) lean over 
owing to pressure of wind or uneven 
load; cause (ship) to do this. [alt. f. 14th 
c. heeld. Meld f. OE hieldan, OS heldian, 
OHG heldan f. Gmc *halthjan incline, 
lean] 

heel1, n. (naut.). Inclination of heeling 
ship (cf. list3), [f. prec.] 

heft, n., & v.t. (dial., U.S.). Weight; 
(dial.) lift, push, (v.t.) lift, esp. to judge 
weight, [(vb prob. f. n.) 16th c., f. heave 
vb, cf. weave weft] 

hef'ty, a. Sturdy, stalwart, (a battalion of 
~ fellows), [prec., -y2] 

Hegel'Ian (ha-, h6-), a. & n. Relating to 
G. W. F. Hegel (d. 1831) or his philo¬ 
sophy; (n.) a follower of Hegel, [-ian] 

hegemon'ic (hggl-, hegi-), a. Ruling, 
supreme, [f. Gk hegemonikos (as foil., see 
-10)] 

hegem'ony (-g-, -j -; also heg-), n. Leader¬ 
ship, esp. of one State of a confederacy, 
[f. Gk hegemonia (hegemon leader)] 

he'gira, -jira, n. Mohammed’s flight 
from Mecca to Medina; Mohammedan 
era reckoned from this (622 a.d.). [med. 
L, f. Arab, hijrah departure from one’s 
country (hajara separate)] 

hei'fer (h6f-), n. Young cow esp. one that 
has not had calf, female calf. [OE 
heahfore, of unkn. orig. ] 

heigh (ha), int. expr. encouragement or 
inquiry; ~-Ao, int. expr. boredom, disap¬ 
pointment, etc. 

height (hit), n. Measurement from base 
to top; elevation above ground or recog¬ 
nized (esp. sea) level; considerable eleva¬ 
tion, as situated at a ~ ; high point; top; 
the ~ (utmost degree) of folly etc.; rising 
ground; at its ~ (highest degree). [OE 
hiehlh(o), OHG hohida, Goth, liauhitha; see 
high, -th1] 

height'en (hit-), v.t. & i. Make high(er); 
intensify; inflate (description, story); 
(intr.) rise (usu. fig.), [prec. + -en 6] 

hei'nous (han-), a. (Of crime or criminal) 
odious, atrocious. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
' 'Ness n. [ME, f. OF hainos, -eus (haine 
hatred f. hair); see -ous ] 

heir (ar), n. Person receiving or entitled 
to receive property or rank as legal repre¬ 
sentative of former owner; (fig.) one to 
whom something (joy, punishment, etc.) 
is morally due; ~ apparent ; —at-law (by 
right of blood); ~ in tail (to entailed 
estate); ~ male, male ~ tracing descent 
wholly through males; ~ presumptive. 

Hence ~'dom, ~'ess1, ~'ship, nn., ~'less 
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a., (ax-). [ME, f. OF, f. Lh herem = L 
heredem (nom. heres)] 

heir'loom (ar-), n. Chattel that follows 
devolution of real estate; piece of per¬ 
sonal property that has been in family 
for generations (also fig. of qualities), 
[prec. +LOOM1] 

hejira. See hegira. 

held. See hold1. 
hele, heal, v.t. Cover, hide, (now dial.); 
set (plant) in the ground and cover it in. 
[OE h$lian f. st. hal- of helan\ cf. hell] 

hel'i-, comb, form of helicopter, as in 
'-drome, '—port, station for helicopters, 

heli'acal, a. (astron.). Relating to, near, 
the sun; ~ rising, setting, first rising of 
a star after, last setting before, a period 
of invisibility due to conjunction with 
the sun. [f. LL f. Gk heliakos (helios 
sun, see-AC). + -AL] 

Helian'thus, n. Genus including common 
sunflower, [f. Gk helios sun + anthos 
flower] 

hel'iclal, a. Spiral. Henceorcogn.~alLY2 
adv., ~oid, ~oid'AL, aa. [as helix + 
-AL] 

Hel'icon, n. Boeotian mountain, sacred 
to Muses; source of poetic inspiration. 
So Helicon'lAN a. [L, f. GkHelikon] 

hel'icopter, n. Flying-machine deriving 
both its lift and its propulsive power from 
horizontally revolving blades or rotors, 
and capable of ascending and descending 
vertically, [f. Gk helix-ikos screw, pteron 
wing] 

hel'15, n. (colloq.). Abbr. of HELiopram, 
-graph. 

hel'io-, comb, form of Gk helios sun, as: 
~c&n'tric, as viewed from centre of sun, 
taking sun as centre; —chromy, photo¬ 
graphic representation in natural colours; 
■—gram, message by ~graph (3); —graph, 
n., (1) engraving obtained by exposure to 
light, (2) apparatus for photographing 
sun, (3) signalling apparatus reflecting 
flashes of sunlight; —graph, v.t., send 
(message) by ~graph, photograph by 
~graphy; —graph'ic, of ~graphy; '— 
graphy (-bgO, description of the sun, 
engraving process, signalling by ~graph; 
—gravure', photogravure; —meter (-5m-), 
instrument for finding angular distance 
between two stars (orig. for measuring 
diameter of sun); —scope, apparatus for 
observing sun without injury to eye; 
—th&’rapy, use of sun-baths in treating 
disease; —trop'ic, —tropism (-5t-), (of 
plants) turning, property of turning, in 
particular way under influence of light; 
-type, picture obtained from gelatine 
film exposed to light. 

heliolith'ic, a. Of the civilization charac¬ 
terized by megaliths & sun-worship, [f. 
HELIO-, after eolithie etc.] 

helios'Is, n. (Bot.) spots on leaves caused 
by concentration of sun’s rays through 
glass etc.; sunstroke. [Gk heliosis (helios 
sun, see -osis)] 

h5r iotrope, n. Plant with fragrant purple 
flowers; colour, scent, of these; blood¬ 
stone. [f. L f. Gk heliotropion plant 
turning flowers to the sun (helios sun -f 
•tropos f. trepo turn)] 

hel'ium, n. A colourless inodorous inert 
gaseous element, inferred as existing in 
sun’s atmosphere in 1868, first obtained 
in 1895. [f. Gk helios sun, -ium] 

hel'ix, n. (pi. -ices). Spiral (like corkscrew, 
or in one plane like watch-spring); 
(Archit.) spiral ornament; rim of external 
ear; genus including common snail. [L f. 
Gk helix) 

hell, n. Abode of the dead; abode of con¬ 
demned spirits; place, state, of wicked¬ 
ness or misery; a — of a (considerable) 
noise; den for captives in Prisoner’s Base 
& other games; gaming-house; (in im¬ 
precations) ~ I, what the — do you want i; 
give (a person) ~, make things hot for 
him; like — , desperately, extremely (often 
as mere intensive); —-box (printer’s si.), 
receptacle for refuse type; —-cat, spiteful 
or furious woman; ~ for leather, at top 
riding-speed (usu. ride — for leather); — 
-hound, fiend; —weed, name of various 
plants. Hence ~'ISH1 a., ~'ishLY2 adv., 
~'ishNESS n., ~'ward adv. & a. [OE 
hel(l), OS hellja, OHG hella, ON hel, Gotb. 
halja f. Gmc *hel-, *luxl- to hide, hele] 

hell'ebore, n. Ancient name of various 
plants supposed to cure madness; (Bot.) 
species including Christmas rose. [ME, f. 
OF, ult. f. L f. Gk helleboros] 

Hell'ene, n. Ancient Greek of genuine 
Greek race; subject of modem kingdom 
of Greece. So Hellen'ic a. [f. Gk Hellen] 

Hell'en|ism, n. Greek idiom or construc¬ 
tion; imitation of the Greeks; Grecian 
culture; Greek nationality. So ~ize(3) 

v.t. & i. [f. Gk HeUenismos (as prec., see 
-ISM)] 

Hell'enlist, n. One who used the Greek 
language but was not a Greek; Greek 
scholar. Hence ~is'tlO a. [f. Gkllelttn- 
■istes (as prec., see -1ST) ] 

hello', n. & v. = hallo. 
helm \ n. (Arch.) helmet; (also —-cloud) 
cloud forming over mountain before or 
during storm. Hence ~ed2 (-md) a. 
[OE, OS, OHG helm, ON hjalmr, Goth. 
hilms t. Gmc. *helmaz f. *hel- (hell)] 

helm2, n., & v.t. 1. Tiller, wheel, by which 
rudder is used; space through which ~ is 
turned, as more, little, —; down (with 
the) —, up (with the) —, place ~ so as to 
bring rudder to leeward, to windward; 
weather, lee, —, — put up, down; (fig.) 
government, guidance, (take the—, assume 
control); —s'man, steersman. 2. v.t. Steer 
(usu. fig.). [OE helma corr. to ON hjatm; 
cf. MHG helm handle] 

hel'met, n. Defensive head-cover of 
soldiers, firemen, etc.; felt or pith hat for 
hot climates; upper part of retort; (Bot.) 
arched upper part of corolla in some 
flowers; shell of a genus of molluscs. 
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Hence ~ed2 a. [ME, f. OF dim. of helme 
f. WG (HELM1)] 

hel'minth, n. Worm (usn. intestinal). 
Hence ~I'asis n., disease characterized by 
presence of ~s in the body, helmin'thic, 
helmin'thoiD, aa., ~6l'ogy n. [f. Gk 
helmins -inthos maw-worm] 

hel'ot, n. (JI~) one of a class of serfs in 
ancient Sparta; drunken H~ (made drunk 
as warning to Spartan youth); serf. 
Hence ~ism(2), ~ry(1, 2), nn., ~ize(3) v.t. 
[f. L Ilelotes f. Gk Heildtes (pi. of Heilos) 
taken as=inhabitant of Helos, Laconian 
town ] 

help1, v.t. (~ed; arch, past holp & p.p. hoi- 
pen). Aid, assist, as ~ me, ~ me to lift it, 
~ me to an answer, ~ the work on or 
forward, ~ me over the stile, ~ me out {of 
a difficulty); ~ person on, off, with coat 
etc., ~ him to put it on, take it off; ~ 
(person) to, serve him with (food); dis¬ 
tribute (food at meal); remedy, prevent, 
as it can’t be ~ed, I can’t ~ that, don’t 
be longer than you can ~ (cannot); (w. 
neg.) refrain from or pcroid doing {cannot 
~ hoping that —); (in invocation or oath) 
so ~ me God (as I keep my word, as I 
speak the truth, etc.). [OE, OS helpan, 
OHG helfan, ON hjalpa, Goth, hilpan f. 
Gmc *help-, *halp-, *hulp-] 

help2, n. Assistance, as ice need your ~, 
she, it, is a great ~, by ~ of; ‘domestic 
servant, employees; || lady assistant & 
companion to mistress of house; mother’s 
~, superior nursemaid ; remedy or escape, 
as there is no ~ for it; helping (of food). 
[OE help, f. prec.] 

help'ful, a. (Of person or thing) useful, 
serviceable. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[-rra] 

hel'ping, n. In vbl senses, esp. portion 
of food served, [-ing1] 

help'less, a. Lacking help; unable to help 
oneself. Hence ~ly2 adv., -~ness n. 
[-LESS] 

help'mate, n. Helpful companion or 
partner (usu. husband or wife), [help + 
mate, prob. infl. by foil.] 

help'meet, n. = prec. [formed by mis¬ 
understanding of Gen. ii. 18, 20, help meet 
(i.e. suitable) being taken as one 
word] 

hel'ter-skel'ter, adv., a., & n. (In) dis¬ 
ordered haste, [imit.] 

helve, n. Handle of weapon or tool; throw 
the ~ after the. hatchet. [OE hielfe (WG 
*halbhjo-) f. Gmc *hal- as in halter, with 
MLG, MDu. helf, OHG halp] 

Helvetian (-shn), a. & n. Swiss, [f. L 
Ifelvctius + -an] 

hem1, n. Border, edge, of cloth etc., esp. 
border made by turning in edge & sewing 
it down. [OE hem(m) (once), perh. rel. to 
dial, ham enclosed pasture; cf. NFris. 
hcam hem ] 

hem2, y.t. (-mm-). Turn down & sew in 
edge of (cloth etc., or abs.); ~ in, about, 
round, enclose, confine, [f. prec.] 

hem3, int., n., & v.i. 1. (Also h’m) int. 
calling attention or expressing hesitation. 
2. n. Utterance of this. 3. y.t. (-mm-). 
Utter sound ~, clear throat, hesitate in 
speech, [imit.] 

hemato- etc. See haemato-. 
hemi-, pref. in wds f. Gk or on Gk ele¬ 
ments, = half-, affecting one half, etc., as 
~andp'sia, half-blindness, hem'icycle, half- 
-moon figure, || ~Mmishniquav'er, half a 
demisemiquaver, ~hed’ral (Cryst.), having 
half proper number of planes, <--met&b'ola, 
insects undergoing incomplete metamor¬ 
phosis, ~ple'qia, paralysis of one side. 
[Gk hemi- = L semi-] 

hem'isphere, n. Half sphere; half the 
celestial sphere, esp. as divided by the 
equinoctial or by the ecliptic; half 
the earth, containing {Eastern ~) Europe, 
Asia, & Africa, or (Western ~) America; 
Northern, Southern, ~s, halves of the 
earth as divided by equator; Magdeburg 

•—s, pair of brass ~s exhausted of air to 
show' atmospheric pressure by their co¬ 
hesion. Hence hemisphe'ric(AL) aa. 
[ME forms f. OF emisp(h)ere & LL hemis- 
phaerium f. Gk HEMl(sp/imrdt sphere)] 

kem'istich (-k), n. Half of line of verse. 
[f. L f. Gk hemi(stikhion f. stikhos verse)] 

hem'lock, n. Poisonous umbelliferous 
plant, used as powerful sedative; poison¬ 
ous potion got from this. [OE hymlic(e), 
of unkn. orig. ] 

hemorrhage etc. See haem-, 
hemp, n. Herbaceous plant, native 

of India; its cortical fibre used for rope 
& stout fabrics; (joc.) rope for hanging; 
name of various other plants yielding 
fibre (European, Manilla, ~, with soft, 
hard, fibre); ~ agrimony, perennial plant 
of the daisy family with pale-purple 
flowers and hairy leaves. Hence hemi 
PEN5 a. [OE henep, OHG hanaf, ON 
hampr f. Gmc *hanapiz cogn. w. Gk 
kannabis ] 

hemistitch, v.t., & n. (Hem cloth etc. 
with) kind of ornamental stitch, 

hen, n. Female of common domestic fowl, 
pheasant, partridge, woodcock, etc. (~ 
blackbird,~ thrush, etc., cf. cock1); occas. 
second element in name of female birds, 
as guinea—, pea-~, moor~ etc.; like a 
~ with one chicken, absurdly fussy; ~ 
<& chickens, name of a compound daisy 
& other plants; ~’bane, narcotic & 
poisonous plant, drug got from this; 
'—coop (for keeping poultry in); ~ crab, 
lobster, female; —harrier, blue hawk, a 
bird of prey; ~-hearted, pusillanimous; 
~-party (of women only, colloq.; cf. 
stag-party); ~’pecked, domineered over 
by one’s wife; ~-roost, place where fowls 
roost at night; —run, enclosure for fowls. 
[OE henn, OHG henna f. WG *hannja 
dim. of hano (OE hana) cock] 

hence, adv. (Arch.) from here, from this, 
(often pleonast. from ~); (poet., rhet.) 
~go away, ~ with, away with, take 
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away, go ~, die; ~forth', ~for'ward, from 
this time forward; five years ~, in five 
years' time from now; as a result from 
this; from this origin; as an inference 
from this (~ it appears that), therefore. 
[ME hennes f. hemle adv. (OE hionan f. 
root of HE) + -ES] 

faench'man, n. 1. (hist.). Squire, page of 
honour. 2. Chief attendant of Highland 
chief; trusty follower; political supporter. 
[14th c., f. OE hengest male horse (Du. & 
G hengst) +MAN] 

hen'deca- in comb. = Gk hendeka eleven, 
as hendic’agon, plane rectilineal figure of 
eleven sides; ~sylldb'ic a. & n., (verse) 
of eleven syllables, ~syll’able, such a 
verse (esp., in Gk & Latin: --(or -y) 
—v y—v—y——). 

hendi'adys, n. Expression of a complex 
idea by two words connected with & 
(e.g. in goblets db gold for in golden goblets). 
[med. L, f. Gk hen dia duoin one thing by 
two] 

Hen'ley, n. (Used for) annual regatta at 
~-on-Thames. [place] 

henn'a, n. Egyptian privet; its shoots & 
leaves used as a dye for esp. the hair. 
[Arab, henna'} 

henn'y, a. & n. Hen-like; (n.) hen-like 
COCk. [HEN + -T2] 

hen'otheism, n. Belief in one God with¬ 
out asserting that he is the only God (cf. 
monotheism), [f. Gk heis henos one + theos 
god +-ISM] 

hepat'ic, a. Of, good for, the liver; liver- 
-hued. [f. LL f. Gk hepatikos (hepato-, 
-10)] 

hepat'ica, n. Anemone with lobed leaves 
resembling the liver, [med. L, fern, of 
hepaticus (prec.)l 

hepatit'is, n. Inflammation of the liver. 
[HEPAT0-, -ITIS] 

hep'atiz|e, -is]e (-iz), v.t. Convert (lungs) 
into liver-substance. Hence ~a'tion n. 
[as foil. +-ize] 

hepato-, comb, form of Gk hepar -atos 
liver, as ~genous (-ojO, originating in the 
liver. 

Hep'plewhite (-elwlt), n. A delicate style 
of furniture. [G. ~, d. 1786] 

hep'ta- in comb. = Gk hepta seven, as: 
~chord, 7-stringed instrument, 7-note 
scale; ~glot a. & n., (book) in seven lan¬ 
guages ; ~gon, plane rectilineal figure of 
seven sides, so agonal (-&g-) a.: ~h6d'ron 
(-a-h-), solid of seven faces; ~syllab’ic, of 
seven syllables; ~teucli (-k), first seven 
books of Bible. 

hep'tad, n. Set, group, of seven, rf. LL f. 
Gk heptas -ados set of seven (hepta)} 

hep'tSrchy (-k-) n. Government by seven 
rulers; seven kingdoms of Angles & 
Saxons in Britain. So heptSl‘ch,ic(AL) 

(-k-) aa. [f. hepta- -1 Gk -arkhia govern¬ 
ment] 

her1, pron. Objective case of she ; colloq. 
also subjective, as TV as that [OE 
hire, dat. of hio, heo, she] 

her2, pron. & a. Possessive case of, & adj. 
corresp. to, she, with absolute form ~s, 
as it is ~ hat, it is ~s, ~s is best, my father 
& ~s suffer(s) for it, ~ (vulg. ~s) & my 
(common) father, ~ (vulg. ~s) <fr my 
(respective) father(s). [OE hi(e)re, genitive 
as prec. ] 

hc'rald1, n. 1. Officer who made State 
proclamations, bore messages between 
princes, officiated in the tourney, ar¬ 
ranged various State ceremonials, regu¬ 
lated use of armorial bearings, settled 
questions of precedence, & recorded 
names & pedigrees of those entitled to 
armorial bearings; ||H~s’ College, cor¬ 
poration (now) recording pedigrees & 
granting bearings. 2. Messenger (often as 
title of newspaper); forerunner. [ME, f. 
OF heraut, f. \VG *heriwald ‘army- 
-wielder’ ] 

he'raid2, v.t. Proclaim the approach of; 
usher in. [ME, f. OF herauder (as prec.)] 

heral'dic, a. Of heraldry, [-ic] 
he'raldry, n. Science of a herald; cant3- 

ing ~ ; armorial bearings; heraldic pomp. 
[-KY] 

h€rb, n. Plant whose stem is not woody 
or persistent: plant of which leaves etc. 
are used for food, medicine, scent, flavour, 
etc.; ~ beer, drink made from ~s; ~ 
bennet, yellow-flowered species of Avens 
[prob. f. OF herbe beneite = L herba 
benedicta blessed herb ]; ~ Robert, kind of 
geranium; ~-fea, -water, medicinal in¬ 
fusion of herbs. So ~a'ceous (-ashus; 
~aceous border in gardens, one devoted to 
perennial flowering plants), ~if'erous, 

Iv'orohs, ~'LESS, aa. [ME, f. OF erbe t L 
herba grass] 

hdrb'age, n. Herbs collectively; suc¬ 
culent parts of herbs; (Law) right of 
pasture on another’s ground. [ME, f. OF 
(prec., -age)] 

hdrb'ai, a. & n. (Book with descriptions) 
of herbs, [f. med. L herbalis (as prec., see 
-AL)] 

hdrb'alist, n. One skilled in herbs (now 
of early botanical writers); dealer in 
medicinal herbs, [prec. + -1ST] 

hdrbar'ium, n. (Book, case, room, for) 
collection of dried plants. [LL herb, 

-aritjm) ] 
h€rb'or|ize, -ise (-iz), v.i. Gather herbs, 

botanize. So ~Iza'tion, ~ist, nn. [f. F 
herboriser, irreg. f. herbe herb, after 
orboriser] 

hfirb'y, a. Abounding in herbs; of the 
nature of a herb. [-Y2] 

Hercul'ean (also -e’an), a. Of Hercules; 
strong as Hercules; difficult as his 
labours, [f. L Herculeus (as foil.) + -an] 

H£rc'ules(-z),n. (Gk& Horn. Myth.) hero 
of prodigious strength, who performed 12 
immense labours; Pillars of rocks on 
either side of Strait of Gibraltar, (fig.) 
ultimate limit; strong man; ~ beetle (S.- 
-Amer., 5 in. long); a northern constella¬ 
tion. [L, f. GkHerakUs} 
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hdrd1, n. Company of animals, esp. cattle, 
feeding or traveling together; large 
number of people (derog.), esp. the, the 
common, the vulgar, ~; the ~ instinct, 
gregariousness & mutual influence as a 
psychological factor; ~-hoofc, pedigree- 
-book of cattle or pigs; ~s'man, keeper 
of ~8. [OE heord, OHG herla, ON hjorth, 
Goth, hairdo, t. Gmc *herdo] 

heM2, n. Keeper of herds, herdsman, esp. 
w. word prefixed, as eoie~, surine~. [OE 
hirde, OS hirdi, OHG hirti, ON hirthir, 
Goth, hairdeis f. Gmc *herdjaz ] 

hdrd3, v.i. & t. Go in a herd (together, with 
others; esp. fig. of persons); tend (sheep, 
cattle), [f. herd1.2) 

here, adv. & n. 1. In this place; in this 
country; (answering roll-call) ~ 1, I am 
present; (calling attention to person’s 
presence) my son ~ will show you; (in 
drinking healths) ~’s (a health) to; in this 
life (esp. ~ below); at this point (in dis¬ 
course etc.); in this matter; to this place; 
look ~ (in this direction; esp. in bespeak¬ 
ing attention or making protest); I don’t 
belong ~ (to this place); ~ <£- there, in 
various places; ~, there, & everywhere, 
everywhere, all about; neither ~ nor 
there, not to the point, of no importance; 
(colloq., to announce commencement of 
bold act) ~ goes ! 2. n. This place or point, 
as from, to, near, ~. 3. ~'dbout(s)’, some¬ 
where near ~ ; ~a/'<er, in future, later on, 
in the world to come, (n.) the future, the 
world to come; ~&f' (arch.), at this; ~by', 
by this means, as a result; in this 
point, book, etc.; ~inaf'ter, below (in 
document etc.); ~inbefore’, in a preceding 
part (of this document etc.); ~o/' (arch.), 
of this; ~<o' (arch.), to this matter; ~<o- 
fore', formerly; ~un'der, below (in book 
etc.); ~wpon', after this, in consequence 
of this; ~with', with thi3 (esp. of enclosure 
in letter etc.). [OE, OS, ON, Goth, her, 
OHG Mar, app. f. Gmc *hi- (he1)] 

hered'itajble, a. That may be inherited. 
So ~bil'ity n. [obs. F, f. hdrdditer, f. LL 
hereditare (heres -edis heir), see -able] 

heredit'ament (or hired-), n. Property 
that can be inherited; real property; in¬ 
heritance. [f. med. L hereditamentum (as 
prec., see -meni) ] 

hereditar'ian, n. One who holds the 
doctrine of heredity, [f. heredity, see 
-arian ] 

hered'itarly, a. Descending by inheri¬ 
tance; (of diseases, instincts, etc.) trans¬ 
mitted from one generation to another; 
like, the same as, that one’s parents had, 
as ~y creed, hatred; of, holding position 
by, inheritance. Hence ~ily2 adv., 
~Iness n. [f. L herediiarius (as heredity, 
see -ary1)] 

hered'itly, n. Tendency of like to beget 
like. Hence ~ism(3) n. [f. F htr&diti or L 
hereditas heirship (as heir, see -ty)] 

He'reford, n. (Used for) a breed of cattle 
originating in Herefordshire, England. 

hermit 

Herer'o (-ar'o), n. Name of negroid people 
and their language in S.W. Africa, 

heres'iatch (-k), n. Leader, founder, of 
a heresy, [f. LL (-cha) f. Gk hairesiarkhes 
(as foil. + -arkhes ruler)] 

he'resy, n. Opinion contrary to the ortho¬ 
dox doctrine of the Christian Church, or 
to the accepted doctrine on any subject. 
Hence heresioi/OGiST, heresioi/oGY, 

nn. [ME, f. OF (h)eresie f. Rom. *heresia 
f. L & LL haeresis f. Gk hairesis choice, 
sect (haireomai choose)] 

he'retic, n. Holder of an unorthodox 
opinion (orig. in the matter of religion). 
So heret'IcAL a. [ME, f. OF heretique f. 
LL f. Gk hairetikos (as prec., see -io)] 

I! he'rlot, n. (law). Render of best live 
beast or dead chattel, or money payment, 
to lord on decease of tenant (now only of 
manorial tenures). [OE heregeatwa (here 
army +geatwa trappings)] 

he'ritab lc, a. That passes to heirs-at-law 
(opp. to movable property); transmissible 
from parent to child; capable of inherit¬ 
ing. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF, f. 
heriter f. LL hereditare (see hereditable)] 

he'ritage, n. What is or may be in¬ 
herited ; (fig.) portion allotted to any one; 
(Bibl.) the ancient Israelites, the Church ; 
inherited lot. [ME, f. OF (as prec., see 
-AGE)] 

he'ritor, n. One who inherits, [f. AF 
heriter, OF -ier (as hereditary), assim. to 
wds in -or] 

herl, n. Var. of harl(b)2. 
hdrmaph'rodlite, n. & a. 1. Human 
being, animal, combining characteristics 
of both sexes; (Zool.) animal having 
normally both male & female sexual 
organs, e.g. earth-worm; (Bot.) plant in 
which same flower has stamens & pistils; 
person, thing, combining opposite quali¬ 
ties ; ship having characters of two kinds 
of craft. 2. adj. Combining both sexes or 
opposite characteristics. Hence ~it'ic(AL) 
aa., —itism n. [f. L f. Gk Hermaphrodites, 
who became one with the nymph Salmacis ] 

hdrmeneut'ic, a. & n. Of interpretation; 
(n. pi.) interpretation, esp. of Scripture. 
So ~ah a. [f. Gk hermeneutikos (hermeneuo 
interpret, see -ic)] 

Hdrm'es (-z), n. (Gk Myth.) son of Zeus 
& Maia, messenger of the gods, god of 
science, eloquence, etc.; ~ Trismegistus 
(Thrice-Great), Neo-platonist name of 
Egyptian god Thoth, as author of mys¬ 
terious doctrines, secrets of alchemy, etc. 
[L f. Gk Hermes] 

hdbmet'lic, a. Of alchemy, as ~ic art; 
seal, air-tight closure by fusion etc. 

(also flg.), whence ~ically adv. [f. mod. 
L hermeticus irreg. f. hermes Trismegistus ] 

hdrm'it, n. Early Christian recluse; per¬ 
son living in solitude; —crab, kind that 
lives in mollusc’s cast-off shell to protect 
its shell-less hinder parts. [ME, f. OF 
(h)ermite f. LL (-ta) f. Gk eremites (eremia 
desert, see -ite1); cf. eremite] 
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h€5*m'itage, n. Hermit’s abode; solitary 
abode; French wine from hill near 
Valence (with mined ~ on top). [ME, f. 
OF (as prec., see -age)] 

hern. See heron. 

hdrn'i|a, n. (path.). Rupture. Hence 
~al, ~iEY*, aa., ~ot'omy n. [L] 

h€rn?shaw. [ME, f. OF lieronceau, dim. 
Of HERON] 

her'o, n. (pi. ~cs). (Gk Ant.) man of 
superhuman qualities favoured by the 
gods, demigod; illustrious warrior, (rhet.) 
one who has fought for his country 
(homes for ~es, housing for ex-service 
men); man admired for achievements & 
noble qualities; chief man in poem, play, 
or story; ~-worship(per), worship(per) of 
the ancient ~es or of some great man or 
men. [f. L f. Gk herds] 

hero'ic, a. &n. 1. (Of acts or qualities) of, 
fit for, a hero; (of persons) having the 
qualities of a hero; the ~ age (of Greece, 
before return from Troy); (of poetry) 
dealing with heroes; ~ verse, that used in 
~ poetry (Gk & L hexameter, E five-foot 
iambic, F Alexandrine); (of language) 
grand, high-flown; bold, attempting great 
things. 2. n. — verse; (n. pi.) high-flown 
language or sentiments. Hence hero'ic- 
ally adv. [f. F -ique or L f. Gk heroikos 
(as prec., see -ic)] 

heroi-com'Ic, a. Combining the heroic 
with the comic, [hero +-i- + comic] 

hero'ify, v.t. Make a hero of. [as prec. + 
-FT ] 

he'r5in (or hlro'In), n. A sedative drug 
prepared from morphine. [P] 

he'roine, n. Demigoddess; heroic wo¬ 
man; chief woman in poem, novel, etc. 
[f. L f. Gk heroine, fem. of lieros hero ] 

he'roism, n. Heroic conduct or qualities. 
[f. F hAroisme (hAros hero, see -ism)] 

he'roize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. & i. Make a hero 
of; make heroic; play the hero, [-ize] 

he'ron, hsSrn (poet, etc.), n. Long-legged 
wading bird. [ME, f. OF hai(g)ron f. WG 
(Frank.) *haigiro = OHG heigaro (G 
reiher), OE hrdgra heron] 

he'ronry, n. Place where herons breed. 
[-RY] 

h€rp'es (-z), n. Skin disease, -with patches 
of distinct vesicles. Hence hiSrpet'ic a. 
[L, f. Gk herpes, -etos shingles (herpd 
creep)] 

h^hpetlol'ogy, n. Study of reptiles. So 
~oi/ogist n. [f. Gk herpeton reptile 
(herpd creep) + -logy ] 

Herr (har), n. (pi. Herren). German equi¬ 
valent of Mr; German gentleman, 

he'rring, n. North Atlantic fish, much 
used for food, coming near coast in large 
shoals to spawn; kippered ~, = kipper; 

red ~ ; —bone, stitch resembling bones of 
~, (Archit.) zigzag arrangement of stones 
or tiles, (v.t.) work with —bone stitch, 
mark with —bone pattern \~-pond, (joc.) 
North Atlantic. [OE heering, Tiering, 
MLG her-, harink, OHG hdrinc] 

Herrn'huter (harn'hoo-), n. One of the 
sect of Moravians, [f. Herrnhut, their 
first German settlement] 

hers. See her. 

h^hself', pron. Emphatic & reflexive 
form corr. to SHE, as she ~ told me, she 
said it ~, she has hurt ~, ask the woman ~; 
she is not ~ (in her normal state of body 
or mind). [OE hire self] 

H£rt'zian, a. ~ waves, electric waves (so 
called from the discoveries of H. R. 
Hertz, German physicist, d. 1894); ~ 
telegraphy, wireless. [-IAN] 

hes'it|ant (-z-), a. Hesitating; irresolute. 
So ~ance, ~ancy, nn. [as foil., see -ant] 

hes'itat|e (-z-), v.i. Show, speak with, in¬ 
decision ; scruple, be reluctant, to (do). 
Hence or cogn. ~ingLY2 adv., hesitA- 
tion n., ~ive a., (-z-). [f. L haesitare 
frequent, of haerere haes- stick fast, see 
-ate 3_]_ 

Hesper'ian, a. (poet.). Western, [f. L f. 
GkHesperios (as hesperijs) + -an] 

Hes'peris, n. Genus of plants including 
rocket1 & dame’s violet. [L, f. Gk 
Hesperis of evening, of the West (as foil.)] 

Hesperdrn'is, n. American genus of fossil 
birds, [as foil. +Gk ornis bird] 

Hes'perus, n. Evening star. [L, f. Gk 
hesperos a. & n., western evening (star)] 

He'ssian (-shn), a. & n. 1. Of Hesse in 
Germany; ~ (boot), high boot first worn 
by ~ troops; ~ fly, fly whose larva de¬ 
stroys wheat. 2. n. Strong coarse cloth of 
hemp or jute, [-ian] 

hest, n. (arch.). Behest. [OE hees (hdian, 
see hight), assim. to OE nn. in -1 ] 

het, p.p. (now dial. & U.S.). Heated;~ up 
(si.), excited, [p.p. of heat2] 

hetaer'a (-tdia), -air'a (-fra), n. (pi. -me). 
Courtesan, mistress. [Gk hetaira, fem. of 
hetairos companion] 

hetaer'ism (-er-), -air'ism (-fr-), n. Open 
concubinage; communal marriage in a 
tribe, [f. Gk hetairismos (as prec., see 
-ISM)] 

het'ero- (before vowTel heter-), comb, form 
of Gk heteros other, different; freq. opp. 
to homo-, occas. to auto-, lwmoeo-, iso-, 
ortho-, syn-: ~chrdm'ous, of different 
colours; ~cjjc'lic, (of chem. compounds) 
with molecule of a ring composed of 
atoms of different kinds; ~gamous (-8g-), 
irregular as regards stamens & pistils; 
~graphy (-8g-), incorrect or inconsistent 
spelling; ~morph'ic, of dissimilar forms; 
~morph'ism, diversity of form; ~nomous 
(-on1), subject to different laws (of growth 
etc.), subject to an external law (cf. 
autonomous) ; ~nmny (-Sn1), presence of a 
different law, subjection to external law; 
~path'ic, — allopathic, (also) differing 
in effect; ~phyU'ous, bearing leaves of 
different forms on same plant; ~-sexual 
a., relating to or characterized by the 
normal relation of the sexes (also as n.; 
opp. homosexual) ; ~taxy, abnormal dis¬ 
position of organs or parts. 
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het'eroclite, a. & n. (gram.)- Irregularly 
declined; (n.) ~ noun. [16th c. f. F 
heteroclite or LL f. Gk li'ETERO(klitos f. 
klino inflect)] 

het'erodox, a. (Of person or opinion) not 
orthodox. So ~y2 n. [17th c. f. LL f. Gk 
UETERO(doa;os f. cloxa opinion)] 

het'erodyne, n. & a. (Relating to) pro¬ 
duction of a lower (audible) frequency from 
the combination of two high frequencies 
(in radio), [hf.tero-, Gk dunamis force] 

heterogen'eous, a. Diverse in character; 
composed of diverse elements; (Math.) 
incommensurable because of different 
kinds. Hence or cogn. heterogene'iTY, 

~ness, nn., ~LY2 adv. [f. scholastic L 
heterogenous f. Gk HKTERO(i/enes f. genos 
kind) + -ous] 

heterogen'esis, n. Birth of a living being 
otherwise than from parent of same kind, 
esp. spontaneous generation from in¬ 
organic matter. So heterogenET'ic a. 
[HETERO-] 

heterozyg'ldte, n. (Mendclism). Zygote 
resulting from fusion of unlike gametes. 
So ~0US a. [HETERO- ] 

het'man, n. Polish military commander 
(retained as title among Cossacks). 
[Polish] 

heuris'tic (hur-), a. & n. Serving to dis¬ 
cover; ~ method, system of education 
under which the pupil is trained to find 
out things for himself, so ~s n. pi. [irreg. 
f. Gk heurisko find, see -IC] 

hew, v.t. & i. (p.p. ~n or ~«Z). Chop, cut, 
(thing down, away, off, asunder, to pieces, 
etc.) with axe, sword, etc.; cut into shape; 
~ one’s ivay, make a way for oneself by 
~ing; deal cutting blows at, among, etc. 
[OE heawan, OS hauwan, OHG houwan, 
ON hoggvaf. Gmc *hauw-] 

hew'er, n. One who hews; man who cuts 
coal from seam; ~s of wood & drawers of 
water, drudges (Joshua ix. 21). [-ER1] 

hex'a- in comb, (before vowel, & in some 
mod. words before consonant, hex-) = 
Gk hex six, as: ~chord (-k-), diatonic 
series of six notes with semitone between 
third & fourth; ~gon, ~gonal (-&g-), 
(figure) having six sides; ~gram, figure 
formed by two intersecting equilateral 
triangles (the angular points coinciding 
with those of a ~gon), figure of six lines; 
~Md’ral (-o-h-) a., ~hdd*ron (-a-h-) n., 
(figure) having six faces; n. & a., 
(insect) with six feet; ~pody (-ap-), line 
of verse of six feet; ~style a. & n., (portico) 
of six columns; ~syllab'ic; ~teuch (-k), 
first six books of Bible, 

hex'ad, n. A six (uses as pentad). [f. Gk 
hexas -ados (hex six, -ad)] 

hexam'cter, n. Line of six metrical feet, 
esp. dactylic ~ (five dactyls & trochee or 
spondee, any of first four feet, & rarely 
the fifth, being replaced by spondee). 
Hence hexamet'ric a., hexam'etriST n. 
[L, f. Gk HEXA(metros f. metron measure)] 

hex'apia, n. Six-fold text in parallel 

columns, esp. of Old or New Testament. 
[Gk, neut. pi. of hexa(pZoos -fold)] 

hey (ha), int. calling attention, or of joy, 
surprise, or interrogation; ~ for — / 
(expr. applause or exultant appreciation); 
~ presto (conjuror’s phrase of command, 
hence used to announce surprising trans¬ 
formation etc.). [ME, Du., G] 

heyfday1 (ha-), int. expr. joy, surprise, etc. 
[16th c., orig. obsc.; cf. LG (G) heidi, 
heida, excl. denoting gaiety] 

liey'day2 (ha-), n. Full bloom, flush, (of 
youth, vigour, prosperity, etc.). [16th c., 
perh. sb. use of preo.; later assoc, w. day] 

heyducJe (hi'dotik), n. Hungarian of an 
ennobled military class; Polish liveried 
retainer, [f. Pol. hajduk brigand] 

hi, int. calling attention, [parallel form to 
HEY] 

hiat'us, n. (pi. ~es). Break, gap, esp. in 
a series, account, or chain of proof; break 
between two vowels coming together not 
in the same syllable. [L, vbl n. f. hiare 
gape] 

liib'ern|ate, v.i. Spend the winter (of 
animals) in torpid state, (of persons) in 
mild climate; (flg.) remain inactive. So 
~ant a., ■—'A'tion n. [f. L hibernare 
(hibernus wintry), see -ate 3 ] 

Hibdrn'ian, a. & n. (Native) of Ireland, 
[f. L Hibernia + -an ] 

Hibdrn'icism, n. Irish idiom, expression, 
or bull, [as prec., on Anglicism etc. ] 

hibis'cus, n. Cultivatedmalvaceousplant 
or shrub; rose-mallow. [L f. Gk hibiskos 
marsh mallow ] 

hicc'up, n., & v.i. & t. Involuntary spasm 
of respiratory organs, with sudden closure 
of glottis & characteristic sound; (v.i.) 
make ~ ; (v.t.) say, bring out, with ~(s). 
[(vb f. n.) earlier hicket, imit.; hiccough 
due to pop. etym.] 

hicja'c&t, n. Epitaph. [L, = here lies] 
•hick, H-, n. (colloq.). Countryman, 
farmer, provincial, [by-form of Richard; 
cf. Dick] 

hick'ory, n. N.-Amer. tree allied to wal¬ 
nut, with tough heavy wood; wood, stick, 
of this. [f. native Virginian pohickery] 

hid, hidden. See hide2. 

hidal'go, n. (pi. ~s). Spanish gentleman. 
[Sp., f. hijo dalgo son of a ‘somebody’] 

hide1, n., & v.t. 1. Animal’s skin, raw or 
dressed; (joc.) human skin, as to save 
his own ~; ~'bound, (of cattle) with 
skin clinging close as result of bad feed¬ 
ing, (fig.) narrow-minded. 2. v.t. (colloq.). 
Flog. Hence (-)hid'ED2 a. [OE hyd, 
OS hud, OHG hut, ON hiith f. Gmc 
*hudhiz cogn. w. L cidis] 

hide2, v.t. & i. (past hid, p.p. hidden, hid), 
& n. 1. Put, keep, out of sight (~ one’s 
light under a bushel) ; keep (fact) secret 
(from); keep (thing) from view without 
that intention; ~ one’s head, keep out of 
sight from shame etc.; (intr.) conceal 
oneself; —&-seek, children’s game (also 
fig. of dealings with evasive person or 
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thing). 2. n. Place of concealment used 
in observation of wild animals; ~-ou< 
(colloq.), hiding-place. [OE hydan, MLG, 
MDu. huden, f. W6 *hudjan] 

hide3, n. (hist.). Measure of land, as much 
as would support one free family & de¬ 
pendants (varied from 60 to 120 acres 
according to locality). [OE hid, liigid, f. 
hiw-, hig- household] 

hid'eous, a. Frightful, repulsive, revolt¬ 
ing, to senses or mind, as ~ crime, noise, 
pattern. Hence~LY2 adv.,~NESS n. [ME, 
f. AF hidous = OF hidos, -etis, earlier 
hisdos f. hisde horror, of unkn. orig.; 
see -EOUS ] 

hid'ing1, n. Thrashing, [f. hide1+ -ING1] 

hid'ing2, n. In vbl senses of hide2, esp.: 
be in ~, remain hidden; —place, place of 
concealment, [-ing1] 

hie, v.i. (poet,; part, hying). Go quickly 
(to etc.); (with pers. pron. used reflexively, 
orig. dat.)~ thee, he—d him. [OE higian 
strive, pant, cf. MDu., MLG higen pant] 

hi'eraTch (-k), n. Chief priest; arch¬ 
bishop. [f. med. L (-cha) f. Gk liierarkhes 
(hieros sacred + -arkhes ruler)] 

hi'erdrchy (-k-), n. Each of three divisions 
of angels; the angels; priestly govern¬ 
ment ; organized priesthood in successive 
grades; any graded organization. Hence 
hierarch'ic(AL) aa., hi'erdrchiSM(3) n., 
(-k-). [ME, f. OF ierarchie or LL (ier-) f. 
Gk hie.rark.hia (as prec.)] 

hierat'ic, a. Of the priests (esp. of ancient 
Egyptian writing, & of Egyptian & Greek 
traditional styles of art); priestly, [f. L f. 
Gk hieratikos f. hieraomai be a priest 
(hiereus), -ic] 

hiero- in comb. = Gk hieros sacred, holy, 
as: ~cracy (-bk-), priestly rule; ~gram, 
~graph, (hi1), sacred inscription or sym¬ 
bol ; ~lalry (-511), worship of saints; —dogy 
(-511), sacred literature or lore, 

hi'eroglyph, n. Figure of an object 
standing for a word, syllable, or sound, as 
used in ancient Egyptian & other writing; 
writing of this kind; secret symbol; 
writing difficult to make out. [f. foil.] 

hieroglyph'ic, a. & n. 1. Of, written in, 
hieroglyphs; symbolical. 2. n. pi. Hiero¬ 
glyphs. Hence ~al a., ~alLY2 adv. [f. F 
-ique or LL f. Gk nmno(gluphikos f. gluphc 
carving, see -ic) ] 

hi'erophant, n. (Gk Ant.) initiating 
priest; expounder of sacred mysteries. 
Hence hierophan'tio a. [f. LL f. Gk 
HXERO(phantes f. phaino show)] 

hi'-fi'. See mem-fidelity. 
liig'gle, v.i. Dispute about terms; chaffer. 

[app. modification of haggle] 
hig'gledy-pig'gledy ( geld ), adv., a., & 
n. (In) utter confusion, [symbolic] 

high (hi), a., n., & adv. 1. Of great or 
specified upward extent, as ®~ hill, one 
inch ~; situated far above ground, sea 
level, etc.; upper, inland, as Asia, 
H~ Dutch, German-, (of physical actions) 
extending to or from, performed at, a 

high 

height, as ~ jump, ~ flying-, of exalted 
rank; the Most H~, God; of exalted 
quality, as ~ art, ~ minds-, ~ spirit 
(courageous, enterprising); a ~ (very 
favourable) opinion of; ~ life, that of the 
upper classes; ~ (luxurious) feeding; (of 
meat or game) slightly tainted; great, 
intense, extreme, as in ~ favour, ~ pres¬ 
sure, ~ temperature; how is that for ~ ? 
(si. appeal to wonder); ~ latitude (far 
from equator); ~ colour, (esp.) red com¬ 
plexion, flush, blush; expensive, as corn 
is ~; (of time) far advanced, as ~ noon, 
it is ~ time to go; (of sounds) acute in 
pitch, shrill;~ (angry) words; extreme in 
opinion, as a ~ Tory; ~ (elated, hilarious) 
spirits; ~ <fr dry, (of ship) out of the water, 
(fig.) out of the current of events, 
stranded; (of officers etc.) chief, as //~ 
Admiral, Chancellor; with a ~ nAND; on 
the ~ horse ; ~ & low, (people) of all 
conditions, (adv.) everywhere (esp. search 
~ & low); ~ & mighty, arrogant; on the ~ 
ropes, (colloq.) elated, disdainful, enraged. 
2. n. A ~ level or figure; the ~est card 
dealt or drawn; from on ~, from heaven 
ora~ place; on ~, in or to heaven ora~ 
place; the II~ (colloq.), H~ Street, esp. 
at Oxford. 3. adv. Far up, aloft; in, to, 
a ~ degree; at a ~ price; (of sounds) at, 
to, a ~ pitch; play ~, play for ~ stakes, 
play card of ~ value; run ~, (of sea) have 
strong current with ~ tide (also fig. of 
feelings). 4. ~ (chief) altar; *~'ball, a 
whisky-and-soda served in a tall glass; 
-—blower, horse that flaps nostrils noisily; 
-—born, of noble birth; ~'brow, a. & n. 
(colloq.), (person) of detached intellectual 
or cultural interests (~-browed, of ~brow 
kind); Church n. & a., (party, prin¬ 
ciples) giving a ~ place to authority of 
Episcopate and priesthood, saving grace 
of sacraments, etc.; II—Churchman, 
holder of these principles; ~(er) command, 
the commander-in-chief of an army and 
his staff; ||flr~ Court (of Justice), court 
below Court of Appeal, see judicature ; 
~ day, festal day; ~ explosive; ~ faint¬ 
ing) (-loo-) a. & n. [orig. unkn.], bom¬ 
bastic); ~ farming, extensive use of 
fertilizers in cultivation; fidelity a., 
(of radio receiver etc.) reproducing sound 
faithfully (colloq. abbr. hi-fi); flown, 
extravagant, bombastic; flyer, -flier, 
(fig.) ambitious person, one who has 
~llown notions; flying, (fig.) ambi¬ 
tious; ~ frequency; —handed, over¬ 
bearing, arbitrary; *«—hat, (n.) person 
affecting superiority, (v.t.) treat super¬ 
ciliously, (v.i.) assume a superior attitude; 
~ jinks; High'lander, inhabitant of (esp. 
the Scottish) Highlands; Highland line, 
imaginary line dividing Highlands of 
Scotland from Lowlands; ~'lands, moun¬ 
tainous or elevated country, esp. (High¬ 
lands) hilly parts of N. Scotland; ~’light, 
(of paintings etc.) any of the brightest 
parts of the subject or its representation 



highly 576 

(often pi.), moment or detail of vivid 
interest, outstanding feature; ~'light v.t., 
bring into prominence; ~-lows (arch.), 
boots reaching over ankles; ~ mass1; 
'—-mind'ed, of morally lofty character, 
(arch.) proud (Lord, I am not ~-minded); 
~-mind'edness, one of these qualities; 
•—pitched, (of sound) acute in pitch, (of 
roof etc.) steep, (fig.) of lofty character; 
~ priest, chief priest, esp. of tho Jews; 
~ priori road (joc.), resort to assumption 
(see a priori) in preference to reasoning; 
>■—ranking, senior; ~ road, main road; ~ 
school (for secondary education); ~ seas ; 

spirited, of lofty or courageous spirit; 
stepp’er, horse that lifts its feet ~ in 

walking & trotting (also fig.); II //~ Street 
(often proper name of principal street in 
town, at Oxford usu. the £T~); ~'-strung’, 
in ~ state of vigour or sensitiveness; II ~ 
table (for the fellows of college, colloq. the 
~); ~ tea, tea at which meat is served; ~ 
tide ; ~ TPvEASON; ~ ivaler, state of tide 
when water is ~est, time when tide is at 
the full; ~-wa’ter mark, level reached at 
~ water, (fig.) recorded maximum in any 
fluctuation; ~'way, public road (often the 
queen’s, king’s, ~tvay), main route by land 
or water, (fig.) ordinary direct course (of 
action etc.); \\Highway Code, an official 
code of directions for road users (first 
issued 1930); way man, man (usu. 
mounted, cf. foot-pad) who robs passen¬ 
gers on •~way; ~-wing. [OE heah, OS, 
OHG hoh, ON hdr, Goth, hauhs f. Gmc 
*hauhaz] 

high'ly (hil-), adv. In a high degree, as 
~ amusing, ~ polished, ~ probable; com¬ 
mend, esteem, ~ ; honourably, favourably, 
as think, speak, ~ of; ~ descended (of 
noble parentage). [OE healice (as prec., 
see -ly2)] 

high'ness (hln-), n. Title of various 
British and other princes etc., as His, 
Her, (Royal, Serene, Imperial) H~; (used 
where height is not idiomatic) (7ie~ of his 
character, of taxation, fell from sheer ~ of 
(but reached the height of his) ambition. 
[OE heanes (as high, see -ness)] 

hight (hit), p.p. (arch., poet., joc.). Called, 
named, [p.p. (from 14th c.) of OE hdtan] 

•hi'jacker, n. (si.). Person who preys on 
bootleggers, appropriating & profiting by 
their illicit liquor, [orig. unkn. ] 

hijra. = hegiea. 
hike, n., & v.i. & t. (colloq.). 1. Long 
tramp in the country undertaken for 
pleasure or exercise, walking-tour. 2. vb. 
Walk vigorously or laboriously; go for long 
tramp; ihtch-~ ; hoist, shove, force to 
move. Hence hik'ER.1 n. [orig. unkn. ] 

hilar'ious, a. Mirthful, joyous. Hence or 
cogn.~ly2 adv.,~ness, hila'riTY, nn. [f. 
L hilaris + -OUS] 

II Hil'ary, n. ~ term, legal or university 
term beginning in Jan. [Hilarius, d. 367, 
w. festival 13 Jan.] 

hill, n., & v.t. Natural elevation of earth’s 

Hindu 

surface, small mountain; the ~s (Anglo- 
Ind.), a ~-station as health-resort etc.; 
heap, mound, however raised, as ant-, 
dung-, mole-, ~; (v.t.) form into ~, bank 
up (plants) with soil. Hence ~'y2 a., 
~'iness n. [OE hyll, MDu. hil(le), hul, 
LG hull; cogn. w. L collis] 

hillo', -loa' (-16), (or hi-), int. used to hail 
distant person or to express surprise at 
meeting, [cf. hallo] 

hill'ock, n. Small hill or mound. [-OCK] 
hilt, n.,&v.t. Handle of sword or dagger; 
prove etc. up to the ~, completely; (v.t.) 
furnish with ~. [OE, MDu. hilt, ON 
hjalt; also OS hilta, OHG helza; f. Gmo 
*lielt-, *hilt-] 

hll'um, n. (bot.; pi. -la). Point of attach¬ 
ment of seed to seed-vessel. [L, = little 
thing, trifle ] 

him, pron. Objective case of he ; colloq. 
also subjective, esp. after than, as that’s 
~, you are worse than ~. [OE, dat. of he 
& IT] 

himself', pron. Emphatic & reflexive 
form corr. to he, as he did it ~, he ~ told 
me, I saw the man ~, he hurt ~ ; he is not 
~ (not in his normal state of body or 
mind), [him + self] 

hind1, n. Female of (esp. red) deer, esp. in 
and after third year. [OE, ON hind, also 
OHG hinta; f. Gmc *hindo] 

II hind2, n. Farm servant, esp. (in Scotland 
& northern England) married & skilled 
farm-workman, formerly having charge 
of two horses, & provided with cottage on 
the farm; steward; rustic, boor. [ME 
hine f. OE hine pi., app. f. hina, higna 
gen. pi. of higan, hiwan ‘members of a 
family’; cf. hide3] 

hind3, a. Situated at the back, posterior, 
(less usu. than hinder exc. of things in 
pairs, front & back, as ~ leg, quarters, 
wheel). [ME (cf. OE hindan adv.), of 
uncert. orig.; perb. (1) shortened f. OE 
behindan behind, or (2), less likely, f. 
hinder adj.; ult. extended f. hin- (hence) 
f. hi- (he)] 

hind'er1, a. See prec. 
hin'der2, v.t. Impede, obstruct, pre¬ 
vent, as you will ~ him, ~ his work, ~ its 
completion, ~ him from working (or abs.). 
[ME hindre f. OE hindrian (= ON hindra, 
OHG hintaron) f. Gmc *hindar hind3] 

Hin'di (-e), a. & n. (Aryan vernacular 
language)of N.India. [Hind.(/midIndia)] 

hind'most, a. Furthest behind; most 
remote, [hind3] 

hin'drance, n. Obstruction, prevention; 
obstacle, [f. hinder2 + -ance ] 

hind'sight (-sit), n. Back sight of gun; 
(joc.) wisdom after the event (opp. fore¬ 
sight). [hind3, sight1] 

Hindu' (-doo), -doo', (or hP), n. & a. 
I. Aryan of N. India who (also, any one 
who) professes Hinduism. 2. adj. Of the 
~s, that is a ~ ; (loosely) Indian. [Pers., 
f. hind India = Skr. Sindhu river (esp. 
the Indus)] 
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Hin'duism (-00-), -dooism, n. Poly¬ 
theistic religion of the Hindus, [-ism] 

Hin'duize (-00-), -dobize, -ise (-iz), v.t. 
Render Hindu in religion, customs, etc. 
[-IZE ] 

Hindusta'ni, (formerly) -doosta'nee, 
(-dbstahne), a. & n. 1. Of Hindustan. 2. n. 
Hindu, Mohammedan, of Upper India; 
language of Mohammedan conquerors 
of Hindustan, Urdu (Hindi mixed with 
Arabic, Persian, etc.). [Pers. (-i), = of 
Hindustan country of the Hindus (Hindu 

+ -stan place)] 
hinge (-3), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Movable joint 

or mechanism like that by which door is 
hung on side post; natural joint doing 
similar work, as that of bivalve shell; 
small piece of gummed paper for fasten¬ 
ing postage stamp to album or sheet; 
off the '—s, in disordered state of body or 
mind; (fig.) central principle, critical 
point, on which all turns. 2. v.t. Attach 
(as) with 3. v.i. (Of door etc. or fig.) 
hang & turn on (post, principle, etc.). 
Hence hingED2 (-jd), ~'less (-jl-), aa. 
[ME heng rel. to hang; cf. MLG heng(e), 
Du. henghe hinge] 

hinn'y1, n. Offspring of she-ass by 
stallion, cf. mule 1. [f. L hinnus] 

II hinn'y2, -nie. See honey. 
hint, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Slight indication, 
covert or indirect suggestion. 2. v.t. Sug¬ 
gest slightly (thing, that). 3. v.i. ~ at, give 
a ~ of. [(vb f. n.) app. f. obs. hent (OE 
hentan) lay hold of, of uncert. orig. ] 

hln'terldnd, n. District behind coast or 
river’s banks, freq. with suggestion of 
sparse population or inferior civilization. 
[G] 

hip \ n. Projection of pelvis & upper part 
of thigh-bone, in men & quadrupeds; 
have (person) on the~ (at a disadvantage); 
smite ~ <£• thigh (unsparingly); (Archit.) 
arris of roof from ridge to eaves; ~-bath 
(in which one sits immersed to the ~s); 

disease (of —joint, with fungous 
growth); ~-roo/(with ends as well as sides 
inclined). Hence (-)hippED2 (-pt) a. [OE 
hype, OHG liuf, Goth, hups 1. Gmc 
*hupiz] 

hip2, hep, n. Fruit of (esp. wild) rose. 
[OE heope, OS hiopo, OHG hiufo f. Gmc 
*heup- ] 

hip3, hyp, n. Morbid depression, the 
blues. [= hyp(oclumdria)} 

hip \ v.t. (-pp-). Make low-spirited, [f. 
prec. ] 

hip6, int. introducing united cheer, as ~, 
~, hurrah. 

hipe, v.t., & n. Throw (antagonist in 
wrestling) in a particular manner; (n.) 
such throw, [perh. f. hip1] 

hipp'o, n. (colloq.; pi. ~s). Hippopota¬ 
mus. [abbr.] 

hippo- in comb. = Gk hippos horse, as: 
~cen'taur, — centaur ; ~phagy (-Of4), prac¬ 
tice of eating horse-flesh; ~phil (hi-); 
■~PHOB'IA. 

hippocam pus, n. (pi. -pi). Kinds of 
small fishes, sea-horse; (Anat.) ~ major, 
minor, eminences on floor of each lateral 
ventricle of brain, [f. L f. Gk hippo- 

(kampos sea-monster)] 
hipp'ocras, n. (hist.). Wine flavoured 
with spices. [ME, f. OF ipocras f. Hippo- 
krates Gk physician of 5th c. B.C., prob. 
because strained through filter called 
Hippocrates’s sleeve ] 

Hipp'ocrene, n. Fountain on Mount 
Helicon sacred to the Muses. [L f. Gk 
(hippos horse, krene fountain, as having 
been produced by stroke of Pegasus’s 
hoof)] 

hipp'odrSme, n. (Gk & Rom. Ant.) 
course for chariot races etc.; circus; 
(7/~) theatre for various stage enter¬ 
tainments. [F, or f. L f. Gk mvvo(dromos 
race, course)] 

hipp'ogriph, -gryph, n. Fabulous griffin- 
-like creature with body of horse, [f. F 
hippogriffe f. It. ippogrifo (hippo- +grifo 
GRIFFIN)] 

hippopot'amus, n. (pi. -muses, -mi). 
Large African pachydermatous quadru¬ 
ped inhabiting rivers etc. [ME, f. L f. Gk 
mpvoipotamos river)] 

hfr'cine, a. Goat-like. [f. L hircinus 
(hircus goat, see -ine1)] 

hire1, n. Payment by contract for use of 
thing or for personal service; engagement 
on these terms; (fig.) reward; II—pur¬ 
chase, ~ system (by which hired thing 
becomes hirer’s after certain number of 
payments); on ~, ready to be hired. [OE 
hjjr, OLG *huria, G heuer f. WG *hurja] 

hire2, v.t. Employ (person) for wages; 
procure, grant (also ~ out), temporary 
use of (thing) for stipulated payment; 
♦borrow (money); *~d girl, domestic 
servant. Hence h if'able a. [OE hyrian, 
OLG *hurian f. prec.] 

hire'ling (hirl-), n. One who serves for 
hire (usu. derog.). [OE hyrling (as hire1, 
see -ling1)] 

hffs'ute, a. Hairy, shaggy; untrimmed. 
Hence ~ness (-tn-) n. [f. L hirsutus] 

his (hiz), a. & pron. Possessive case of, & 
adj. corr. to, he, also in absolute use, as 
~ hat, it is [OE, genit. of he &IT] 

his'pid, a. (bot., zool.). Shaggy; bristly, 
[f. L hispidus] 

hiss, v.i. & t., & n. (Of person, snake, 
goose, liquid poured on fire, etc.) (make) 
sharp sibilant sound of s, esp. as sign of 
disapproval or derision; express disap¬ 
proval of (person etc.) thus; ~ off (the 
stage), away, down, etc., drive off etc. by 
~es; utter (quoted words) with angry 
[ME; imit.j 

hist, int. used to call attention, enjoin 
silence, or incite dog etc. 

histo-, comb, form of Gk histos web, 
tissue, in biol. wds, as: ~gen'esis, ~geny 
(-oj4), production of organic tissues; 
~genlt’ic, concerned with this; ~lngy 

(-OF), science of organic tissues, whence 
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•—lo’gical, ~logist (-ol-); ~lysis (-01-), 
breaking down of organic tissues. 

hist6t'ian, n. Writer of history (esp. in 
higher sense, as opp. to mere annalist or 
compiler); English, ancient, ~, writer or 
student of English, ancient, history, [f. 
F historien f. L as history + -an] 

histor'iated, a. (Of ornamental letters 
etc.) decorated with figures of men or 
animals, [f. med. L Aisfori«re(as history), 
see -ate2] 

histo'ric, a. Noted in history; (Lat. & 
Gk Gram.) ~ tenses, those normally used 
of past events, imperfect, Gk aorist & 
Lat. perfect in same sense, pluperfect, 
(cf. primary), ~ present (used for past), 
~ infinitive (used for indicative); = foil, 
[f. L f. Gk historikos (as history, see -ic)] 

histo'rlcal, a. Of history, as ~ evidence, 
principles; belonging to history, not 
legend; ~ method (of investigation), that 
based on history; in connexion with 
history, from the historian’s point of 
view (0/ purely ~ interest); belonging to 
the past, not of the present; (of hovel, 
picture, etc.) dealing with ~ events; = 
prec. Hence~LY2 adv. [-AL] 

histori'eity, n. Historical character, 
genuineness, of alleged event etc. [-ity] 

historiog'rapher, n. Writer of history, 
esp. official historian of a court etc. [f. 
LL historiographus (as history, see 
-GRAPHER)] 

histdriog'raphy, n. Writing of history. 
Hence hist<5nograph'ic(AL) aa. [f. Gk 
liistoriograpliia (as foil., see -graphy)] 

his'tory, n. Continuous methodical record 
of public events; (no pi.) study of growth 
of nations; whole train of events con¬ 
nected with nation, person, thing, etc.; 
eventful past career, as this knife has a~; 
(no pi.) aggregate of past events, course 
of human affairs; ancient ~ (usu. to a.d. 

476), (joe.) thing that is out of date; 
medieval, modern, ~ (to, from, 15th c.); 
systematic account of natural phenomena 
etc., esp. natural1 ~; historical play, 
[late ME, f. L historia] 

his'trion, n. Stage-player (usu. derog.). 
[16th c. f. F, or L histrio] 

histrion'lic, a. & n. 1. Of actors or 
acting; stagy, hypocritical, whence 
his'trioniSM, ~1cism, mi. 2. n. pi. 
Theatricals, theatrical art, pretence. 
Hence ~ically adv. [17th c. (16th c. 
-ical) f. prec., or as prec., -1--ic; cf. LL 
histrionicus, F -ique] 

hit1, v.t. & i. (hit). Strike with blow or 
missile; direct blow at; (of moving body) 
strike; (intr.) strike against, upon; de¬ 
liver (blow, person etc. a blow); (fig.) 
affect sensibly, wound, as hard ~ (e.g. by 
money losses); (also ~ upon) light upon, 
get at, (thing aimed at); (also ~ off) 
imitate to a nicety; fall in with, suit; 
~ below the belt, play foul in boxing & fig.; 
~ it, ~ the (right) nail on the head, guess 
right, express the exact truth; ~ it off. 

hoard 

agree (with, together); ~ out, deal vigorous 
blows; ~ up (Cricket), score, make (runs), 
[late OE hiltan, f. ON hitta meet with] 

hit2, n. Blow, stroke; stroke of sarcasm 
etc. (at); stroke of good luck; successful 
attempt, [f. prec.] 

hitch1, v.t. & i. Move (thing) with jerk; 
shift; ~ up, lift with jerk; contrive to 
bring (thing into story etc.); fasten with 
loop, hook, etc.; become so fastened (in, 
on to, etc.); ~ one’s waggon to a star; *<■— 
-hike v.i., & n., travel by begging lifts 
from passing motor vehicles. [15th c., of 
obsc. orig.; partly syn. w. Sc. hutch move 
by jerks] 

hitch2, n. Jerk, abrupt pull or push; 
(Naut.) noose, knot, of various kinds, as 
half ~ (formed by passing end of rope 
round its standing part & then through 
the bight); clove~ ; temporary stoppage; 
impediment, [f. prec.] 

hith'er (-dh-), adv. & a. 1. To, towards, 
this place (now usu. here); ~ <£■ thither, in 
various directions, here & there. 2. adj. 
Situated on this side, the nearer (of two). 
3. ~<o' (-too), up to this time; ~ward 
(arch.), in thi3 direction. [OE hider, 
corresp. to ON hethra, Goth, hidre, f. hi- 
(HE)+suf. cogn. w. L (ci)tra; -th- as in 
FATHER] 

Hit'ler|ism, n. The political system, 
aims, or methods of the German Fuehrer, 
Adolf Hitler (1889-1945). So ~ite 1(1) a. 
& n. [-ism] 

Hitt'ite, n. & a. 1. Member, language, 
of an ancient people of Turkey & Syria. 
2. adj. Of the ~s or ~. [f. Heb. Hittim] 

hive, n., & v.t. & i. 1. (Also t>ee~) artificial 
habitation for bees; (fig.) busy swarming 
place; ~ful of bees; swarming multi¬ 
tude ; ~-shaped thing. 2. v.t. Place (bees) 
in ~, house (persons etc.) snugly, hoard 
up; (v.i.) enter ~, live together like bees; 
~ off, (of firm) assign production of some 
goods to subsidiary company. [OE hyf 
( = Gmc type *hufiz), not repr. elsewhere 
in Gmc; whence ON hitfr hull of ship] 

hives (-vz), n. pi. Skin eruption; inflam¬ 
mation of bowels, larynx, etc. [Sc. & 
north, (f. c. 1500), of unkn. orig.] 

h’m. = hem3, hum2. 

hd, int. expr. surprise, admiration, tri¬ 
umph, derision; calling attention; added 
to other intt. as heigh-ho, what ho, or 
(Naut.) to name of destination etc., as 
westward ho. [ME; imit.; cf. ON ho] 

hoar (hor), a. & n. 1. Grey-haired with 
age; greyish white; —frost, frozen water 
vapour deposited in clear still weather on 
lawns etc.; (of things) grey with age; 
I! stone, ancient boundary stone. 2. n. 
Hoariness, ~-frost. [OE hdr, OHG her, 
ON hdrr f. Gmc *hairaz] 

hoard (hord), n., & v.t.&i. 1. Stock, store, 
(esp. of money) laid by; amassed stock 
of facts etc.; (Archaeol.) ancient cache of 
treasure etc. 2. v.t. Amass (money etc. or 
abs.) & put away, store up; treasure up 
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in the heart; (v.i.) overstock oneself with 
food etc. in time of scarcity. [OE, OS 
hard, OHG hort, ON hodd, Goth, liuzdi. 
Gmc *huzdom] 

II hoarding (hor-), n. Fence of hoards 
round building during erection or repairs, 
often used for posting bills, [f. obs. 
hoard (-ING1) f. AN hurdis f. OF hourd, 
hourt 1. WG *hord (= OHG hurd); sec 
HURDLE] 

hoarhound. See horehound. 

hoarse (hors), a. (Of voice) rough, husky, 
croaking; having such a voice. Hence 
~'ly2 (-si-) adv., hoars'EN6 v.t. & j., 
ness (-sn-) n. [late ME hors f. ON * liars 
f. Gmc *hairsaz; earlier ME hos, OE has, 
OS lies, OHG heis(i) f. Gmc *haisaz] 

hoar'ly (hor-), a. (Of hair) grey, white, 
with age; having such air, venerable; 
(Bot., Entom.) covered with short white 
hairs. Hence ~iness n. [-Y2] 

hoax, v.t., & n. 1. Deceive, take in, (per¬ 
son) by way of joke. 2. n. Humorous or 
mischievous deception, [c. 1800, app. 
contr. f. hocus] 

hob, n. Side casing of fireplace, having 
surface level with top of grate; peg, pin, 
as mark in quoits etc.; II shoe of sledge; 
= hobnail, [orig. unkn.] 

hob'ble1, v.i. & t. Walk lamely, limp; 
(fig.) proceed haltingly in action or 
speech; (of verse) have halting rhythm; 
cause to ~; tie together legs of (horse 
etc.) to prevent it from straying etc.; tie 
(legs) thus. [(1) 14th c.; prob. LG; cf. Du. 
hobbelen rock from side to side, stammer; 
(2)see hopple] 

hob'ble2, n. Uneven or infirm gait; awk¬ 
ward situation; rope, clog, etc., for hob¬ 
bling horse etc.; ~ skirt (so narrow at 
foot as to impede wearer in walking), [f. 
prec. ] 

hob'bledelhoy' (-beldl-), hobbad-, hob- 
bed-, n. Awkward youth, between boy¬ 
hood & manhood. Hence •—hoy'HOOD, 
~hoy'isM, nn., ~hoy'iSH1 a. (-held!-). 
[16th c.; of many forms, & much disputed 
orig. ] 

hobb'y, n. Favourite subject or occupa¬ 
tion that is not one’s main business; 
(arch.) small horse; (hist.) early type 
of velocipede. [ME hobyn, hoby, a by- 
-name of Robin; cf. dobbin ] 

hbbb'y2, n. A small falcon, [f. OF 
hobe] 

hobb'y-hdrse, n. Wicker horse used in 
morris-dance etc.; child’s stick with 
horse’s head; rocking-horse; horse on 
merry-go-round; (now rare) = hobby1. 

hob'goblin, n. Mischievous imp; bogy; 
bugbear, [f. hob for Rob(in) + goblin ] 

hob'nail, n. Heavy-headed nail for boot- 
soles. [HOB] 

hob'nailed (-Id), a. Furnished or set with 
hobnails; ~ liver (studded with projec¬ 
tions like nail-heads). [-ED2] 

hob-nob, v.i. (-bb-). Drink together; 
hold familiar intercourse (with), [f. hob 

or nob = give & take, earlier hub nab, 
— have or not have] 

*hob'o, n. (pi. ~s). Wandering workman 
or tramp, [orig. unkn.] 

Hob'son’s choice. See choice1, [person] 
hock1, n. Joint of quadruped’s hindleg 
between true knee & fetlock, [southern 
by-form of nouGH] 

hock2, n. German white wine (prop, that 
of Hochheim). [17th c., short f. G Hoch- 
heimer] 

hock3, v.t., & n. (si.). Pawn, pledge; in~, 
in pawn, in prison, or in debt. [f. Du. 
hok in si. sense of debt] 

hock'ey, n. Game played with ball (or 
puck in ice ~) & curved clubs between 
goals. [16th c., orig. unkn.] 

Hock-tide, n. (hist.). Old festival kept 
on second Monday and Tuesday after 
Easter. [ME hoke, of unkn. orig.] 

hoc'us, v.t. (-ss-). Take in, hoax; stupefy 
(person) with drugs; drug (liquor), [f. 
obs. n. Aocws = foll.i 

liSc'us-poc'us, n., & v.i. & t. (-ss-). 
Jugglery, deception; typical conjuring 
formula; (v.i.) juggle; (v.t.) play tricks 
on. [17th-c. sham L] 

hod, n. Builder’s light open trough on 
staff for carrying mortar etc.; ~'man, 
labourer who carries ~, (fig.) mechanical 
worker, literary hack. [prob. = dial, hot 
f. OF hotte pannier, of Gmc orig.] 

II hodd'en, n. (Sc.). Coarse woollen cloth; 
~ grey, grey ~, typical rustic garb. [orig. 
unkn.] 

II Hodge, n. Typical English, agricultural 
labourer, [pet form of Roger] 

hodge-podge, d. = hotchtotch. [assim. 

to prec. ] 
hodiSrn'al, a. Of the present day. [f. L 
liodiernus (hodie today) -1- -al ] 

hodom'eter, od-, n. Instrument for 
measuring distance travelled by wheeled 
vehicle, [f. F odometre f. Gk hodos way, 
see -METER] 

hoe, n., & v.t. & i. (part. ~ing). 1. Tool for 
loosening soil, scraping up weeds, etc.; 
Dutch ~, kind pushed forward by user. 
2. v.t. Weed (crops), loosen (ground), dig 
up, cut down, with ~; (v.i.) use ~. [ME, 
f. OF houe f. OFrank. hauwa f. Gmc 
*hauwan hew] 

hog \ n. Swine, esp. castrated male reared 
for slaughter; || (dial.) young sheep before 
first shearing; (fig.) coarse, gluttonous, 
or filthy person; = road 1-~ ; go the whole 
~, do the thing thoroughly; ~'back, 
~’s-back, crested hill-ridge; ~-)7s7i, fish 
with bristles on head; ~ in armour, stiff 
clumsy person; ~ mane, horse’s mane cut 
short; ~’s pudding, ~’s entrail variously 
stuffed; ~-wash, kitchen swill etc. for ~s. 
Henco —g'iSH1 (-g-), ~'like, aa., ~g'ish- 
ly2 adv., ~g'ishNESS, ~'ling1, nn. [14th 
c., doriv. hoggaster 12th c.; orig. 
unkn. ] 

h5g2, v.t. & i. (-gg-). Raise (back etc.), 
rise, archwiso in the centre; cut (tnano) 



short; (colloq.) behave like a road-hog. 
[f. prec.] 

II hogg'et (-g-), n. Yearling sheep, [hog1 

+ -ET 1 ] 
hogg'in (-g-), n. Mixture of sand & gravel. 

[19th c., of unkn. orig.] 
hdg'manay, n. (So.). Last day of year; 
gift of cake etc. demanded by children 
on that day. [17th c., corresp. in sense & 
use to OF aguillanneuf, of unkn. orig.; 
the Norman form hoguinani may have 
been the immed. source] 

hogs'head (-z-h6d), n. Large cask; liquid 
measure, 52£ imperial gallons (abbr. hhd). 
[ME, f. hog 1 + head ; orig. unexpl.] 

hoi(c)k, v.t. & i. Force (aeroplane) to 
turn abruptly upwards; ~ aeroplane, 
[orig. unkn. ] 

hoick(s), int. used to incite hounds (also 
yoicks). [orig. unkn. ] 

hoipolloi. Seeroixoi. 
hoist1, v.t., & n. 1. Raise aloft (esp. flags); 
raise by means of tackle etc. 2. n. ~ing, 
shove up; goods elevator, lift. [16th c. 
alt. of hoise f. (15th c.) hysse, probr of LG 
orig.; cf. LG hissen (16th c.), Du. hijschen] 

hoist2, p.p. ~ with his own petard, blown 
up by his own bomb, ruined by his own 
devices against others, [p.p. of hoise, see 
prec.] 

hoit'y-toit'y, n., a., & int. 1. n. (arch.). 
Riotous or giddy conduct. 2. adj. Frolic¬ 
some; haughty; petulant. 3. int. expr. 
surprised protest at undue assumption 
etc. [17th c., f. obs. Twit indulge in riotous 
mirth; orig. unkn. ] 

hdk'ey-pSk'ey, n. = hocus-pocus; cheap 
ice-cream sold by street vendors, [f. 
hocus-pocus ; second sense of unkn. orig. ] 

hSk'um, n. (orig. U.S., si.). Theatrical 
plot or business, (now esp.) film scenario, 
designed to appeal to the uncritical; 
bunkum, [orig. unkn.] 

hold1, v.t. & i. (hild; also arch. p.p. ~en 
in formal reports of meetings etc.). 1. 
Keep fast, grasp (held! at Rugby foot¬ 
ball, claim that ball being held by oppo¬ 
nent as well as runner must be put down); 
keep (oneself, one’s head, etc.) in particu¬ 
lar attitude, esp. up; (of vessel) contain; 
possess, be the owner or holder or tenant 
of, (property, stocks, land); (Mil.) keep 
possession of (place); occupy (place, 
person’s thoughts, etc.); engross (person, 
his attention); keep (person etc.) in speci¬ 
fied place, condition, etc., as ~ him at bay, 
in suspense; ‘detain in custody; ~ thing 
over one, threaten him constantly with it; 
make (person) adhere to (term3, promise); 
observe, celebrate, conduct, (festival, 
meeting, conversation); use (insolent etc. 
language); ~ to (bind by) bail; restrain, 
as ~ your noise, tongue, (~ one’s hand, 
refrain from punishing or other action; 
there is no ~ing him etc., he etc. is restive 
or in high spirits or determined); think, 
believe, (thing, that, person etc. to be; ~ 
it good, think it advisable to do); (of judge 

hole 

or court) lay down, decide (that); enter¬ 
tain specified feeling towards, as ~ him 
in esteem, contempt; ~ thing cheap (not 
value it); ~ dear (regard with affection). 
2. intr. Remain unbroken, not give way; 
~ by, to, adhere to (choice, purpose, etc.); 
~ with (si., usu. neg.), approve of; (of 
laws etc., also ~ good, true) be valid, 
apply; keep going, esp. ~ on one’s way; 
(arch.) ~ /, stop, wait. 3. ~ one’s head 
high, behave proudly; ~ up one’s head, 
not be downcast; ~ one’s ground, or 
one’s own, not give way, (of sick person) 
not get worse; ~ the baby ; ~ water, (fig.) 
be sound, bear examination. 4. ~ aloof, 
avoid communication with persons etc.; 
~ back, (trans.) restrain, (intr.) hesitate, 
refrain from; down, remain in (one’s 
situation), keep (one’s job); ~ forth, speak 
publicly (usu. derog.); ~ hard, stop (im¬ 
perative) ; ~ in, confine, keep in check; 
~ off, (intr.) delay; ~ on, keep one’s grasp 
on something, not ring off, (colloq. imper.) 
stop; ~ out, (trans.) stretch forth, offer 
(inducement etc.), (intr.) endure, persist, 
(of besieged fortress etc.) keep from 
yielding; ~ over, postpone; ~ together t. 
& i., (cause to) cohere; ~ up, support, 
sustain, (lit. & fig.), exhibit, display, (esp. 
to derision etc.), arrest progress of, ob¬ 
struct, stop & rob on highway, (of horse) 
keep up, not fall; ~-up, detention by 
force (of person, vehicle, train, etc.), 
for purposes of robbery (also attrib.), 
stoppage or delay by traffic, fog, etc. 
5. ~'aU, portable case for clothes etc.; 
~'6acfc, hindrance; ~'/as(, firm grasp, 
staple or clamp securing object to wall 
etc. [OE h(e)aldan, OS haldan, OHG 
haXten, ON halda, Goth, haldan] 

hold2, n. Grasp (lit. & fig.), esp. take, get, 
keep, ~ of; opportunity of holding, thing 
to hold by; (fig.) ~ (on), influence (over), 
[f. prec.] 

hold3, n. Cavity in ship below deck, where 
cargo is stowed. [16th c. alt. of 15th c. 
holt, hole, f. MDu. hoi hole] 

hold'er, n. In vbl senses, esp.; occupant 
of office etc.; contrivance for holding 
something, as cigar, pen, —•. [ -er 1 ] 

hold'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp.: tenure of 
land; land held; stocks etc. held; ~ com¬ 
pany, one created to hold the shares of 
other companies. [-ING1] 

hSle1, n. nollow place in solid body; 
deep place in stream etc.; animal’s 
burrow; small mean abode; cavity into 
which ball etc. must be got in various 
games; (Golf) point scored by player who 
gets ball from one ~ to another with 
fewest strokes, distance from tee to ~; 
perforation; (si.) awkward situation (am 
in rather, a devil of, a hole); roxx~; 
funk-~ ; pick •—s in, find fault with; make 
o~ in, use large amount of; round (square) 
peg in square (round) ~, person not fitted 
for his place; —<&-corner, secret, under¬ 
hand. Hence hol'eY2 a. [OE, OS, OHG, 
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ON hoi, neut. of adj. hoi f. Gmc *hulaz; 
cogn. W. HELL, HELM1, HOLLOW] 

hole2, v.t. & i. Make holes in; (Naut.) 
pierce side of (ship); make (shaft, tunnel); 
(Mining, intr.) dig through from one 
working to another; put into hole; (also 
~ out) put (golf-bail, or abs.) into hole. 
[OE holian, as prec. ] 

hol'iday (-dl or -da), n. Day of cessation 
from work or of recreation; (usu. pi.) 
period of this, vacation; || bank2 ~; 
blind1 man’s ~; make ~, take a ~, cease 
from work; ~ (gay) clothes; || ~ task (to be 
done by schoolboy during ~s); = holy 
day. [OE hdligdseg, see holy & day ] 

hol'ily, adv. In a holy manner. [-LY2] 
hol'iness, n. Sanctity; It—, his II—, title 

of Popo. [OE halignes (holy, -ness)] 
hfil'ism, n. (philos.). Tendency in nature 
to form wholes that are more than the 
sum of the parts by creative evolution, 
[as holo- +-ISM] 

holl'a, int. See hollo, [f. ¥ hold] 
Holl'and, n. Province of northern Nether¬ 
lands, kingdom of the Netherlands, 
whence ~er1(4) n.; a linen fabric; brown 
~, this unbleached. [Du., f. holt wood 
+ -lant land ] 

Holl'ands (-z), n. A grain spirit, [f. Du. 
hollandsch genever, Holland gin] 

holl'o1, int. calling attention; (n.) the cry 
~. [conn. w. HOLLA] 

holl'o2, -low1 (-6), -la, -loa (-o), v.i. & t. 
Shout (i. & t.); call to hounds, [as prec. ] 

holl'ow2 (-6), a., n., & adv. Having a hole, 
not solid; ~ square; empty, hungry; (of 
sound) not full-toned; (fig.) empty, in¬ 
sincere, false; (n.) ~ place, hole, valley, 
basin; (adv.) beaten ~ (completely); — 
-eyed, with eyes deep sunk; —hearted, in¬ 
sincere; ~ race etc., feebly contested; 
~ ware, <— articles of metal, china, etc., as 
pots, kettles, jugs. Hence — ly2 (-611) 
adv.,~NESS (-on-) n. [ME holg, holu, adj. 
f. OE holh n., cogn. w. hole1] 

holl'ow3 (-6), v.t. (Also ~ out) excavate; 
bend into hollow shape, [f. prcc. ] 

II Holl'oway (-o-w-), n. (Usedfor)~ prison 
(for women; formerly for debtors), [place] 

holl'y, n. Evergreen shrub with prickly 
leaves, small white flowers, & red berries, 
[f. OE holegn (dial, hollin), cogn. w. OS, 
OHG hulls (G hulst)} 

holl'yhock, n. Tall plant with large 
flowers of many varieties of colour, [f. 
holy + obs. hock mallow, OE hoc, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

Holl'jhvood, n. (Used for) moving pic¬ 
tures of American type, chiefly made at 
~ in California, [place] 

holm1, -me, (horn), n. Islet,’esp. in river 
or near mainland; II flat ground by river, 
submerged in time of flood, [f. ON holmr ] 

holm2 (horn), n. (Usu. —oak) evergreen 
oak, ilex. [ME alt. of obs. holin; see holly ] 

hol'o-, comb, form of Gk holos whole, as: 
~graph a. & n., (document) wholly in 
handwriting of person in whose name it 

appears; —h&d'ral, (of crystal) having full 
number of planes for perfect symmetry; 
—-metdb'ola n. pi., insects undergoing 
complete metamorphosis; phote, ap¬ 
paratus for making available all the light 
of a lamp (in lighthouse etc.). 

hSl'ocaust, n. Whole burnt-offering; 
wholesale sacrifice (fig.) or destruction. 
[ME, f. OF holocausle f. LL f. Gk holo- 
kauston burnt f. kaio)] 

holothur'ian, a. & n. (Animal) of the 
genus Holothuria, sea-slug. [f. mod. L 
Holothuria n. pi. f. Gk holothourion, a 
zoophyte] 

hoipen. See help l. 
hol'ster, n. Leather case for pistol, fixed 
to saddle or worn on belt. [17th-c.; syn. 
w. Du. holster-, rel. & orig. unkn.] 

II holt1, n. (Poet.) wood, copse; wooded 
bin. [OE, OS, ON holt, OHG holz f. Gmc 
*hultaz] 

holt-, n. Animal’s (esp. otter’s) lair. [var. 
of HOLD2] 

hol'us-bol'us, adv. All in a lump, alto¬ 
gether. [app. sham L] 

hol'y, a. & n. 1. Consecrated, sacred; 
morally & spiritually perfect; belonging 
to, commissioned by, devoted to, God; 
of high moral excellence. 2. u. ~ of holies, 
inner chamber of sanctuary in Jewish 
temple, separated by veil from ~ -place 
or outer chamber, (fig.) innermost shrine. 
3. H— Alliance, covenant formed in 
1815-16 between the sovereigns of Russia, 
Prussia, and Austria, by which they 
bound themselves to be guided by Chris¬ 
tian principles in domestic and foreign 
policy; H— city ; ~ cross (of Christ); II— 
Cross day, festival of Exaltation of the 
Cross, Sep. 14: ~ day, religious festival; 
It— family ; II— Ghost, Spirit, third 
person of the Godhead; H— grail ; ~ Joe 
(naut. si.), pious person; II— Land, W. 
Palestine, esp. Judaea; II— office; ~ 
orders; H— Roman Empire; — terror 
(si.), formidable person, embarrassing 
child, bore; II— Thursday, (prop.) Ascen¬ 
sion Day, (pop.) Thursday in H~ Week; 
H~ Saturday (in H~ Week); ~ xoaler, 
water dedicated to~ uses, or blessed by a 
priest; H~ Week (before Easter Sunday); 
~ Willie, a hypocritically pious person; 
II — Writ, ~ writings collectively, esp. the 
Bible. [OE hdlig, OS helag, OHG heilag, 
ON heilagr, Goth, hailags f. Gmc *hailagaz 
f. •hailaz whole ] 

hol'ystone, n., & v.t. (Scour with) soft 
sandstone used for scouring decks. [19th 
c.; cf. Du. bijbel, LG bibel in similar naut. 
use] 

hotn, n. Sacred plant of ancient Persians 
& Parsees; its juice. [Pers. ] 

hom'age,n. (Feud.)formalpublicacknow- 
ledgement of allegiance; acknowledge¬ 
ment of superiority, dutiful reverence, as 
pay, do, ~ to (person, his qualities). [ME, 
f. OF omage f. mod. L hominalicum (homo 
-minis man, sec -age)] 
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hombre (Qm'bra), n. Man. [Sp.] 
Hom'bui-g, n. (Used for) soft felt hat with 
narrow brim and dent in top of crown, 
trilby. [— in Prussia, where first worn] 

home1, n., a., & adv. 1. Dwelling-place; 
fixed residence of family or household; 
native land; — of lost causes, Oxford; 
Iona or last ~, the grave; place where 
thing is native or most common ; institu¬ 
tion of refuge or rest for destitute or 
infirm persons, as convalescent, nursing, 
— (for the sick); (in games) goal; a — from 
—, place where one feels at — ; at —, in 
one’s own house or native land, at one’s 

ease, familiar with or on or in (subject 

etc.), accessible to callers (esp. not at —), 

(n.) see at-home. 2. adj. Of, connected 

with, —; carried on at —; proceeding 

from ~; in the neighbourhood of —; 

II II~ Counties, those nearest to London 
(Middlesex, Surrey, Kent, Essex, & occas. 
Hertford & Sussex); carried on, produced, 
in one’s own country, as — industries, 
products; the, — trade or market (inland; 
opp. foreign); treating of domestic affairs; 
II II~ Office, department of Secretary of 
State for H— Affairs, building used for 
this; that comes ~ to one, as — question, 
truth, thrust. 3. adv. To one’s — or coun¬ 
try, as come, go, —; arrived at —, as he is 
—; to the point aimed at, as the thrust 
went —; as far as possible, as drive a nail 
— ; bring charge — to person, convict him 
of it; come — to, be realized by; nothing to 
write — about (colloq.), unexciting, trivial. 
4. —born, native; —bred, bred at —; 
—-brewed a. & n., (beer etc.) brewed at —; 
—-coming, arrival at home; ~-felt, felt 
intimately; //— Guard, (member of) 
British citizen army formed in 1040 (orig. 
called Local Defence Volunteers)', — 
-keeping a., stay-at-home; —-made, made 
at ~ or for ~ consumption; H~ Rule, 
government of a country by its own 
citizens; —'sfc7c(wess), depressed, de¬ 
pression, as result of absence from ~; 
—'work, work (to be) done at ~, esp. 
lessons to be done by a school-child at —. 
Hence ~'iess, —'like, aa., (-ml-). [OE 
ham, OS hem, OHG heim, ON heimr, Goth. 
haims ] 

home2, v.i. & t. Go home (esp. of pigeons); 
send or guide homewards; furnish (person 
etc.) with a home. [f. prec. ] 

home'lly (-ml-), a. Simple, plain; primi¬ 
tive; unpretending; *(of persons or 
features) uncomely, plain. Hence —Iness 

n. [-ly1] 
homeo-. See under homoeo-. 
hom'er, n. Homing pigeon, [-er1] 

Home'ric, a. Of, in the style of, Homer 
or the poems ascribed to him; ~ laughter 
(like that of Homer’s gods as they 
watched lame Hephaestus hobbling); — 
question (of authorship of Iliad & 
Odyssey), [f. L f. Gk homerikos (Horneros, 
traditional author of Iliad & Odyssey, see 
-ic)] 

home'spun (-ms-), a. & n. (Cloth made 
of yam) spun at home; (anything) plain, 
homely. 

home'stead (-mstSd), n. House with out¬ 
buildings; farm. [OE hamstede (home, 
STEAD) ] 

home'ward (-mw-), adv. & a., -wards 
(-z), adv. (Going, leading) towards home; 
—bound5, (esp. of ship) preparing to go, 
or on the way, home, [-ward(s)] 

hom'icide, n. 1. One who kills a human 
being. 2. Killing of a human being 
(culpable, justifiable, —). Hence homicid- 
al a. [ME, f. OF f. L (1) homidda, (2) 
homicidium (homo man, see -cide)] 

homilet'ic, a. & n. Of homilies; (n. pi.) 
art of preaching, [f. LL f. Gk homiletikos 
(homileo hold converse, consort, as foil.; 
see -etic) ] 

hom'illy, n. Sermon (Books of H~ies, for 
use in parish churches of the Ch. of Eng¬ 
land, published in 1547 & 1563); tedious 
moralizing discourse. [ME, f. OF omelie 
f. eccl. L f. Gk homilia f. homilos crowd 
(homou together + ile crowd)] 

hom'ing, a. That goes home; (of pigeons) 
trained to fly home, bred for long-distance 
racing; — device, mechanism for auto¬ 
matic guiding of missiles, [part, of 
HOME2] 

hom'Iny, n. Coarsely ground maize boiled 
with water or milk, [of Amer. -Ind. orig. ] 

hom'd, n. (zool.). Man; H~ sap'tens (L = 
wise), modern man regarded as a species. 
[L] 

hdm'o-, comb, form of Gk homos same, 
as: —cen'fnc, having same centre; — 
gamous(-bgL), (Bot.) having all florets her¬ 
maphrodite or of same sex; ~ genii'ic, hav¬ 
ing common descent or origin; 
(-0j'-), similarity due to common descent; 

morph'ic,~morph'ous, of sameorsimilar 
form; ~no7nous (-on-), having same law 
of growth; ~plione, word having same 
sound as another, but of different mean¬ 
ing or origin (e.g. gait, gate), (also) symbol 
denoting same sound as another; ~- 
phbn’ic, (Mus.) of same pitch, character¬ 
ized by the predominance of one part or 
melody; ~phonous (bU), (of music) ~- 
phonic, (of symbols) denoting same 
sound; ~phony (-5H), unison; ~plas'tie, 
similar in structure; <-type, part, organ, 
like another in structure; ~zyg’ote 
(Mendelism), zygote of like gametes (cf. 
heterozygote), & so ~zyg'ous a. 

lidm'oeopath (-ml-), n. One who prac¬ 
tises homoeopathy, [f. foil.] 

homoelop'athy (-mi-), n. Hahnemann’s 
treatment of disease by drugs (usu. in 
minute doses) that in healthy person 
would produce symptoms like those of 
the disease. So ~opath'ic a. (often joc., 
= minute),—■opath'iCATLY adv.,—op'ath- 
IST n., (-mi-), [f. Gk homoios like-t- 
-patheia f. pathos suffering; first used by 
Hahnemann (G homoopalhie)] 

homogen'eous, a. Of the same kind; 
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consisting of parts all of the same kind, 
uniform. Hence or cogn. homogene'iTY, 
' 'Ness, nn., ~ly2 adv., homo'gemzE 
v.t., make~, make (milk) more digestible 
by breaking up the fat droplets into 
smaller particles, [f. schol. L homogeneus 
f. Gk homo (genes f. genos kind) +-ous] 

hom'ograph (-ahf), n. Word spelt like 
another, but with different meaning. 
[HOMO-+-GRAPH] 

homoious'ian (-ows-), a. & n. (One who 
held that Father & Son in the Godhead 
were) of like substance (cf. Iiomoousian). 
[f. LL f. Gk homoiousios (homoios like + 
ousia essence) + -an ] 

llhomol'ogjate, v.t. (Sc..). Acknowledge, 
admit; confirm. So ~a'tion n. [f. med. 
L homologare f. Gk aouo(loyed f. logos 
word), see -ate3] 

homol'ogize, -ise (-Iz), v.i. & t. Be 
homologous, correspond; make homo¬ 
logous. [as foil. +-1ZE] 

homologous, a. Having the same rela¬ 
tion, relative position, etc.; correspond¬ 
ing. [f. med. L f. Gk HOMOf iopos ratio)] 

hom'ologue (-Cg), n. Homologous thing. 
[F, f. Gk (neut. adj.) as prec. ] 

homol'ogy, n. Correspondence, same¬ 
ness of relation. Hence homolo'glCAL a., 
liSmolo'gicalLY2 adv. [f. med. L f. Gk 
homologia (as prec.)] 

hom'onym, n. Word of same form as 
another but different sense (e.g. pole1, 
pole2); namesake. So homonyra'ic, 
hombn'ymous, aa. [f. L f. Gk homo- 
numon, neut. adj. (homo- +onoma name)] 

homoous'ian, homous-, (-ow-), a. & n. 
(One who held the persons of the Trinity 
to be) of the same substance (cf. homoi- 
OUSIAN). [f. LL hommisianvs f. LL f. Gk 
H0M0(0Msios f. ousia essence) + -an ] 

hSmosex'ual, a. & n. Having a sexual 
propensity for persons of one's own sex; 
(n.) ~ person, [irreg. f. homo- +sexual] 

homunc'ule, -cle, n. Little man, mani¬ 
kin. [f. L homunculus (homo -minis man, 
see -cule)] 

hom'y, a. Suggesting home, home-like. 
[" Y 2 ] 

hone, n., & v.t. 1. Whetstone, esp. for 
razors; various stones as materia) for 
this. 2. v.t. Sharpen on [OF lidn, 
= ON hein] 

hon'est (o-), a. Fair & upright in speech 
Sc act, not lying, cheating, or stealing; 
sincere; (of act or feeling) showing up¬ 
rightness; (of gain etc.) gained by fair 
moans, as turn, earn, an ~ penny, (of 
things) unadulterated, unsophisticated; 
(arch., of woman) chaste, virtuous; make 
an ~ woman of, marry (seduced woman); 
(patronizing or joe.) good, worthy; ~ 
Injun (= Indian), si. phr. questioning 
(~ Injun ?) or confirming statement. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF honesle f. L 
honestus (honos honour)] 

hon'esty (6-), n. Uprightness; truthful¬ 
ness ; ~ is the best policy (maxim of solf- 

honour 

-interested morality); plant with purple 
flowers & translucent pods. [ME, f. OF 
oneste f. L honestatem (prec., -ty)] 

ho'ney (hu-), n. (pi. ~s). Sweet viscid 
yellow fluid, the nectar of flowers collected 
by bees & other insects; (fig.) sweetness; 
(also Sc. & North, hinnie, -ny) sweetheart, 
darling; ~-6ee, common hive-bee; ~- 
-buzzard, bird of prey feeding on larvae 
of bees & wasps; ~ dew, sweet sticky 
substance found on leaves & stems, 
excreted by aphides, ideally sweet sub¬ 
stance, tobacco sweetened with molasses; 
~suckle, woodbine, climbing shrub with 
fragrant yellow and pink flowers; — 
-sweet, sweet as ~. Hence ~ed2, honied, 
(hhn'id), a. [OE hunig, OS honig, OIIG 
hona(n)g, ONhunangf. Gmc *huna(n)gam] 

ho'neycomb (hu-; -m). n., & v.t. 1. Bees’ 
wax structure of hexagonal cells for honey 
& eggs; cavernous flaw in metal, esp. 
guns; ornamental or other work hexago- 
nally arranged. 2. v.t. Make full of 
cavities, undermine, mark with ~ pattern. 
[OE hunigeamb, see prec. & cojib] 

ho'neymoon (hu-), n., & v.t. 1. Holiday 
spent together by newly married couple. 
2. v.i. Spend ~ (in, at, place). [16th c., 
honey +MOON, reference being orig. to 
waning affection, not to period of a 
month] 

hong, n. (In China) set of buildings used 
as factory etc.; foreign trading establish¬ 
ment in China or Japan, [f. Chin, hang 
row, rank] 

honk, n., & v.i. 1. Wild goose’s cry; 
sound of motor horn. 2. v.i. Emit or give 
~. [imit.] 

honorar'ium (h5-, 5-), n. (pi. -urns, -a). 
(Voluntary) fee esp. for professional 
services nominally rendered without 
payment. [L as foil. ] 

lion'orary (5-), a. Conferred as an honour 
(without the usual requirements, func¬ 
tions, etc.); holding ~ title or position; 
~ secretary, treasurer, etc., serving with¬ 
out pay (abbr. hon.); (of obligations) 
depending on honour, not legally enforce¬ 
able. [f. L honorarius (as HONOUR1, see 
-ARY1)] 

honorific (5-), a. & n. (Expression) 
implying respect (esp. of Oriental forms 
of speech), [f. L honorificus (as honour1, 
see -Fic)] 

hdnffr'ls caus'd, adv. phr. As a mark of 
esteem. [L, = for the sake of honour] 

hSn'our1 (6-), n. 1. High respect; glory; 
reputation, good name; nobleness of 
mind. 2. Allegiance to what is right or to 
conventional standard of conduct; (of 
woman) chastity, reputation for this. 
3. Exalted position (your, his, 7/~, said 
to or of County-Court judge, & in rustic 
speech to or of any person of rank). 
4. Thing conferred as distinction; (Golf) 
right of driving off first as having won 
last hole (it is my ~); (pi.) civilities 
rendered to guests etc., esp. do the ~s of 
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(the table, a house, the town, etc.); last, 
funeral, ~s, observances of respect at 
funeral; military ~s, marks of respect 
paid by troops at burial of soldier, to 
royalty, etc.; ~s of war, privileges 
granted to capitulating force, as that 
of marching out with colours flying etc. 
S. (Uniw., pi.) special distinction for pro¬ 
ficiency beyond that required to pass 
examination. 6. Person, thing, that re¬ 
flects ~ on (to) another, as he is an ~ to 
his profession. 7. (In whist) ace, king, 
queen, knave, of trumps (in bridge the 
ten also). 8. (commerc.). Acceptance (of 
protested bill by third party) for the ~ of 
(to save the credit of) drawer or indorser. 
9. In ~ (celebration) of-, bound in ~ (as a 
moral duty) to (do); be on one’s~ (under 
moral obligation) to (do); (forms of 
asseveration) upon my ~, (colloq.) ~ 
bright; code, law, of ~, rules forming 
conventional standard of conduct; 
AFFAIR, DEBT, LEGION, MAID, POINT1, WORD1, 

of ~. [ME, f. OF (h)onor f. L honorem 
(nom. -or) repute, office, beauty] 

hon'our2 (5 ), v.t. Respect highly; confer 
dignity upon; (Commerc.) accept, pay, 
(bill) when due. [ME, f. OF honorer f. L 
honorare (as prec.)] 

hon'ourable (Oner-), a. Worthy of 
honour; bringing honour to its possessor; 
consistent with honour; upright; person’s 
intentions (in courting woman) are ~, he 
has marriage in view; title (abbr. Hon.) 
II of wives of younger sons of Earls and 
of ah sons of Viscounts and Barons, 
Maids of Honour, Justices of High Court, 
Lords of Session, members of Govern¬ 
ment or Executive Councils in Dominions 
& Colonies; || MostII~, title of Marquises, 
Order of Bath, & Privy Council; \\ Right 
H~, title of peers below rank of Marquis, 
Privy Councillors, & others. Hence 
hon'ourabLY2 (Oner-) adv. [ME, f. OF 
honorable f. L lionorabilis (as prec., see 
-ble) ] 

‘hooch, n. (si.). Alcoholic liquor, [abbr. 
of Alaskan hoocliinoo] 

hood, n., & v.t. 1. Covering for head & 
neck, whether part of cloak etc. or 
separate; (Uniw.) badge worn over 
gown etc. to indicate degree; leather 
covering for hawk’s head; ‘bonnet of 
motor-car; thing like ~ in shape or use. 
2. v.t. Cover with ~. Hence ~'ed2 a. 
[(vb f. n.) OE hod, OHG huot f. WG •hod-, 
cogn. W. HAT) 

-hood, suf. forming nn. of condition or 
quality on nn. & aa., ME -hod. Orig. an 
independent noun, OE had (person(ality), 
sex, condition, quality, rank) = OS hed, 
OHG licit, ON heithr, Goth, haidus f. 
Gmc *haiduz. It became a suf. in ME 
both in new formations on aa. & nn. & to 
replace -head in similar wds. 

hood'ie, -dy, n. (Also ~ crow, grey, 
hooded, Royston, ~) piebald grey and 
black crow, [hood + - y 3 ] 

hooker 

•hood'lum, n. Street rowdy, young 
ruffian, [orig. unkn. ] 

II hdbd'man-blind, n. Old name for 
blind-man’s-buff. 

hoo'doo, n.,&v.t. (chiefly U.S.). Bad luck; 
(vb) render unlucky, [var. of voodoo] 

hobd'wink, v.t. Deceive, humbug; 
blindfold, [hood n. +wink v.] 

•hoo'ey, n. & int. (si.). Nonsense, hum¬ 
bug. [orig. unkn. ] 

hoof, n. (pi. -fs, -ves), & v.t. & i. 1. Horny 
casing of foot of horse & other animals; 
cloven ~; (joc.) human foot; —pad, 
pad to prevent one foot from striking 
the other; ~-pick (for removing stones 
from ~). 2. v.t. Strike with ~; (si., of 
person) kick (another) out etc.; (v.i.) go 
on foot. Hence (-)~ed2 (-ft) a. [OE, OS 
hof, OHG huof, ON hofr f. Gmc *hofaz] 

hook1, n. Piece of metal or other material 
bent back at an angle or with round 
bend, for catching hold or for hanging 
things upon; (si.) anchor; (also fish—) 
bent piece of wire, usu. barbed, for catch¬ 
ing fish ; ~, line, & sinker, (fig.) entire(ly); 
(fig.) trap, snare; stroke (see foil.) in 
cricket or golf; (Boxing) short swinging 
blow with elbow bent; curved cutting 
instrument, esp. reaping-~; ~ & eye, 
small metal ~ & loop as dress-fastening; 
sharp bend, e.g. in river; projecting point 
of land, esp. of Holland-, — pot—; by 
~ or by crook, by fair means or foul; 
(si.) on one’s own ~ (account); take one’s 
~ (si.), = hook it (see foil.); -—nose(d), 
(having) aquiline nose; ~-worm, kind of 
nematoid worm infesting men and 
animals, male of which has ~-like spines. 
[OE hoc, MLG hok, Du. hoek] 

hook2, v.t. & i. Grasp with hook; secure 
with hook(s); ~ on, in, up, etc., attach 
with hook; ~ on intr., take person’s arm; 
(si.) steal; catch (fish) with hook (also fig., 
esp. husband); (Golf) drive (ball) slightly 
to left; (Cricket) play (ball) round from 
off to on side without hitting it at the 
pitch; (Rugby football) secure and pass 
(ball) backward with foot in scrummage; 
(Boxing) strike (opponent) with elbow 
bent; ~ it (si.), make off, run away; ~-up 
(orig. U.S.), interconnexion of broad¬ 
casting stations for special transmissions, 
[f. prec.] 

hofek'ah (-ka), n. Smoking-pipe with long 
flexible tube, smoke being drawn through 
water in vase to which tube and bowl 
are attached, [f. Arab, l^uggah, casket, 
hookah-bottle] 

hooked (-kt), a. Hook-shaped; furnished 
with hook(s). [-ED 1,2[ 

hook'er1, n. In vbl senses, esp. (Rugby 
football) each of the two players in front 
row of scrummage who try to get the ball 
by h ooking it. [-er 1 ] 

hook'er2, n. Kinds of small Dutch & 
Irish sailing ship (the old ~, said scorn¬ 
fully or fondly of any ship). [17th c., f. 
Du. hoeker fishing-boat f. hoek hook.1] 
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hook'ey, -ky, n. »Play ~ (si.), play 
truant; blind ~, gambling game at cards. 
[f. HOOK1-2] 

hoo'lee, ho'li (-le), n. Hindu festival in 
honour of Krishna & the milkmaids. 
(Hind, (-i)] 

II hool'igan, n. One of gang of young 
street roughs, nence ~ism(3) n. [name ] 

hoop S n., & v.t. 1. Circular band of metal, 
wood, etc., esp. for binding staves of 
casks etc.; wooden or iron circle trundled 
along by child; circle of elastic material 
for expanding woman’s skirt; iron arch 
used in croquet; large ring with paper 
stretched over it through which circus- 
-riders jump (go through the ~ or ~s, 
undergo an ordeal); kind of finger-ring; 
~-iron (in long thin strips for binding 
purposes); ~ petticoat (expanded by ~s). 
2. v.t. Bind with ~s, surround as~ does, 
[late OE hop, MDu. hoop] 

hoop2, v.i., & n. 1. Utter the cry 
—ing cough, see whoop. 2. n. The cry ~, 
sound heard in whooping cough. [ME, f. 
OF houper (imit.); cf. whoop] 

hoop-la (-ah), n. Game played at fairs 
etc., in which rings are thrown at 
objects that are won if encircled, 

hoop'oe (-do), n. S.-European bird with 
variegated plumage & large erectile crest. 
[17th c., alt. of 15th c. hoop f. OF huppe 
f. L upupa] 

hoosh, n. (si.). Hotchpotch or stew in 
Arctic travel, [orig. unkn. ] 

•Hoo'sier (-zher), n. (Nickname for) 
inhabitant of State of Indiana, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

hoot, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Make loud sounds, 
esp. of disapproval (at or abs.); assail 
(person etc.) with derisive shouts; drive 
(person) out, away, etc. by ~ing; (of owl) 
utter cry; (of steam whistle or motor 
car or driver) sound (intr.). 2. n. In¬ 
articulate shout, esp. of derision or 
disapprobation; owl’s cry; not care, not 
ivorth, o ~ or two ~s (si., = anything at 
all). [ME hulen, imit. ] 

II hdot(s), int. (Sc. & north.) expr. dis¬ 
satisfaction or impatience, [cf. Sw. hut 
begone, W hwt away, Ir. id out, all in 
similar sense] 

hoot'er, n. In vbl senses, esp. siren, steam 
whistle, esp. as signal for work to begin 
o_r cease. [-er1] 

hoove, n. Disease of cattle, with inflation 
of stomach, usu. caused by green fodder. 
[19th c., perh. ult. rel. to hove, p.p. of 
HEAVE] 

Hoov'er, n., & v.t. Make of vacuum 
cleaner; (v.t.) clean (carpet etc.) with ~. 
[PI 

hooves. See hoof. 
hop1, n., & v.t. & i. (-pp-). 1. Climbing 
perennial plant, cultivated for the cones 
borne by the female; (pi.) ripe cones of 
this, used for giving bitter flavour to malt 
liquor etc.; •—bind, -bine, climbing stem 
of ~-fly, aphis destructive to ~s; 

horary 

II'—garden, field for cultivation of ~s; — 
-picker, labourer, machine, employed to 
pick ~s; ~-pillow (stuffed with ~s, to 
produce sleep); —pocket; —pole (on 
which ~ plant is trained). 2. v.t. Flavour 
with ~s; (v.i.) bear, gather, ~s. [ME 
hoppe f. MLG, MDu. hoppe = OS hoppo, 
OHG hopfo\ orig. unkn.] 

hop2, v.i. & t. (-pp-). Spring (of person) 
on one foot, (of animals) with all feet at 
once; (trans.) ~ over (ditch etc.); (si.) ~ 
(the twig or stick), depart suddenly, 
die, ~ (it), go away, ~ off, (of aircraft) 
start; cloud—ping, (of aircraft) flying 
from cloud to cloud esp. to gain cover; 
hedge, wave, —ping, flying very low over 
land, over water; \\~Lo’-my-lhumb, dwarf, 
pygmy; scotch, child’s game of ~ping 
on one foot & with it pushing flat stone 
etc., over scotches (lines) marked on 
ground. [OE hoppian, MHG hopfen, ON 
hoppa f. Gmc *hoppojan] 

hop3, n. Hopping (on the ~, colloq., 
bustling about); spring; (colloq.) informal 
dance; (Aviation) one of the stages of a 
long-distance flight; ~, skip (or step), & 
jump, exercise consisting of these three 
movements in sequence, [f. prec. ] 

hope ‘, n. Expectation & desire combined 
(of thing, of doing, that); feeling of trust; 
ground of ~, probability, (hoping against 
~, clinging to a mere possibility); person, 
thing, that ~ centres in; forlorn hope. 
[OE hopa, tohopa, OLG tohopa, MLG, 
MDu. hope, MHG hoffe; OE-LG, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

hope2, v.i. & t. Look with expectation & 
desire (for thing or abs.); expect & desire 
(thing, that, to do.) [OE hopian, MLG, 
MDu. hopen\ see prec.] 

hSpe'ful (-pf-), a. & n. Feeling hope; 
inspiring hope, promising, often iron, as 
(n.) young ~ (of boy or girl). Hence ^ly 2 
adv.,~NESSn. [hope1+ -ful] 

hope'less (-pi-), a. Feeling no hope; 
admitting no hope, as a ~ case. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [-less] 

hop'lite, n. Heavy-armed foot-soldier of 
ancient Greece, [f. Gk hoplites (hoplon 
weapon, see -ite1)] 

hopp'er1, n. One who hops; hopping 
insect, esp. flea or cheese-maggo t; 
inverted pyramid or cone (orig. with 
hopping motion) through which grain 
passes in mill; similar contrivance in 
various machines; barge carrying away 
mud etc. from dredging-machine & 
discharging it; ~-light or -casement 
(binged below with opening at top for 
ventilation). [hop2 + -er1] 

hopp'er2, n. Hop-picker, [hop1+-ER1] 
hop'ple, v.t., & n. Fasten together legs 

of (horse etc.); (n.) apparatus for this. 
[Kith c., prob. LG; cf. early mod. Flem. 
hoppelen = MDu. hobelen jump, dance; 
hobble, in same sense, a 19th c. var. infl. 
by earlier senses of hobble ] 

hof'ary, a. Of the hours; occurring every 
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hour. [f. LL horarius (hora hour, see 
-ARY ') ] 

Hora'tian (-shn), a. Of, like, (the poems 
of) Horace (Q. Horatius Flaccus, d. u.c. 
8). [f. L Iloratianus (Horatius, see -an)] 

horde, n. Troop of Tartar or other 
nomads; gang, troop, (usu. in contempt), 
[ult. f. Turki orda, see Urdu ] 

hore'hound, hoar-, (hdr-), n. Herb with 
bitter aromatic juice used for coughs etc. 
(also common, white, ~); other allied herbs. 
[OH hare hwie (liar hoar + hune, a plant)] 

horl'zon, n. Line at which earth & sky 
appear to meet; apparent, sensible, 
visible, ~, circle of contact with earth’s 
surface of a cone whose vertex is at 
observer’s eye; celestial, rational, true, ~, 
great circle of the celestial sphere, plane 
of which passes through centre of earth 
& is parallel to that of sensible ~ of a 
place; (flg.) limit of mental perception, 
experience, interest, etc.; on the ~ (fig., 
of events just imminent or becoming 
apparent). [ME, f. OF orizonte f. LL 
horizontem (nom. -on) f. Gk horizon, 
(kuklos) bounding (circle)] 

horizontal, a. & n. 1. Of, at, the horizon; 
parallel to the plane of this, at right 
angles to the vertical; level, flat; (of 
machinery etc.) having its parts working 
in ~ direction. 2. n. ~ line, bar, etc. 
Hence ~ity (-al1) n., ~ly2 adv. [16th c., 
f. F, or mod. L (as prec. +-al)] 

hot'mone, n. (physiol.). Kinds of internal 
secretion that pass into the blood & 
stimulate organs to action, [f. Gk hor- 
mon part, of hormao impel] 

horn1, n. 1. Non-deciduous excrescence, 
often curved & pointed, on head of cattle, 
sheep, goats, & other mammals, found in 
pairs, single, or one in front of another; 
lake the bull 1 by the ~s; each of two 
deciduous branched appendages on head 
of deer; projection on head of other 
animals, as snail’s tentacles, insect’s 
antennae, crest of horned owd; emblem of 
cuckold; draw in one’s ~s, restrain one’s 
ardour, draw' back; substance of which 
~s consist; ~-shavings (used as manure); 
thing made of ~, as shoe—; drinking- 
-vessel, powder-flask, made of ~; gate 1 of 
~; ~ of plenty, = cornucopia ; wind 
instrument (not now made of ~, but of 
brass), as huntingFrench~ (of trumpet 
class, used in orchestra), English ~ (kind 
of oboe); ~-shaped projection; extremity 
of moon or other crescent; arm, branch, of 
bay, river, etc.; either alternative of a 
dilemma; the Cape H~. 2. —bar, 
cross-bar of carriage; ~'beam, tree of 
beech kind noth hard tough wood; ~’- 
bill, bird with —like excrescence on bill; 
-~'book (hist.), paper containing alphabet, 
Lord’s Prayer, etc., mounted on wooden 
tablet with handle, & protected by thin 
plate of ~; ~-mad (arch.), stark mad 
(orig. of horned beasts); —plate, axle- 
-guard of railway carriage; rimmed (of 
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spectacles or their wearers); stone, 
brittle siliceous rock; ~'work (fortif.), 
outwork consisting of two demi-bastions 
joined by a curtain. Hence ~'pul n., 
~'less a. [OE, OS, OHG, ON horn, Goth. 
haurn f. Gmc *hornaz, -am, cogn. W. L 
cornu ] 

horn2, v.t. & i. Furnish with horns (esp. 
in p.p.); shorten or cut off (horns of 
cattle); gore with the horns; adjust 
(frame of ship) at right angles to line of 
keel; in, intrude, interfere, [f. prec. ] 

horn'blende, n. Dark-brown, black, or 
green mineral, a constituent of granite 
& many rocks, composed chiefly of sili¬ 
cates of calcium, magnesium, & iron. 
[G (horn -f blende)] 

horn'er, n, Maker of horn spoons, combs, 
etc.: one who blows a horn, [horn1 
+ -ER1] 

hdrn'et, n. Large insect of wasp family, 
inflicting serious sting; bring ~s’ nest 
about one’s ears, stir up host of enemies. 
[OE hymet(u) = OHG hornuz; ME hernet, 
harnet, hornet prob. f. MLG, MDu. 
horn(e)te; perh. rel. to horn ; cf. OS homo- 
bero ] 

hdrn'plpe, n. Obsolete wind instrument; 
(music for) lively dance, usu. of single 
person (esp. associated with merry- 
-makiDg of sailors). 

hdrn'ly, a. Of, like, horn; abounding in 
horns; hard aa horn, callous, as ~j/ 
handed. Hence ~iness n. [-Y2] 

ho'rologe, n. Time-piece, dial, clock. 
So horol'ogERHs), hor61'ogiST(3), nn. 
[ME, f. OF orloge f. L f. Gk horologion 
(hora time + -logos -telling) ] 

horol'ogy, n. Study of measuring time or 
making clocks, watches, etc. So horo- 
lo'gic(AL) aa. [f. Gk liora time+-o- 
+ -logy ] 

horop'ter, n. Aggregate of points seen 
single in any given position of eyes. [f. 
Gk horos limit + opler one who looks] 

ho'roscope, n. (astrol.). Observation of 
sky & planets at certain moment, esp. 
at person’s birth; scheme showing dis¬ 
position of the heavens at particular 
moment; cast a ~, erect such scheme by 
calculating degree of ecliptic on eastern 
horizon at person’s birth etc. So horo- 
scop'ic(AL) aa., horos'eopy1 n. [ME, f. 
OF, or L f. Gk horoscopos (hora time+ 
skopos observer)] 

ho'rrent, a. (poet.). Bristling, [f. L 
horrere bristle, shudder at, see -ent] 

ho'rribjle, a. Exciting, fit to excite, 
horror; hideous, shocking; (colloq.) ex¬ 
cessive, unpleasant, as ~fe noise, bore, 
u-eather. Hence ~leNESS (-beln-) n., ~LYa 
adv. [ME, f. OF f. L horribilis (as prec., 
see -BLE)] 

ho'rrid, a. Terrible, frightful; (poet., 
arch.) rough, bristling; (colloq.) as prec. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L horridus 
(as prec., see -id1)] 

ho'rrify, v.t. Excite horror in; shock. 
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scandalize. So horriF'ic a., horrinc- 
a'tion n. (joe.), [f. L horrificare (as 
HORRENT, see -FY)] 

horripila'tion, n. Goose-flesh; bristling 
of the skin caused by chill, fright, etc. 
[f. LL horripilalio, ult. f. L horrere to 
bristle -f-pilus hair] 

ho'rror, n. Terrified shuddering; intense 
dislike (of); (Med.) shuddering, as 
symptom of disease; the —s, fit of ~ or 
depression, esp. as in delirium tremens; 
~-struck or -stricken, shocked; horrifying 
thing; Chamber of Ii—s, place full of ~s 
(orig. room of criminals etc. in Tussaud’s 
waxwork exhibition). (ME, f. OF orror f. 
L horrorem (as prec., see -or ] 

hors (see Ap.), adv. & prep. Outside, as 
~ concours, (of exhibit) not competing for 
prize; ~ de combat pred. a., out of fight, 
disabled; —d’ceuvre (pi. usu. -s), extra 
dish served as relish at beginning or in 
interval of meal. [F wds] 

horse1, n. 1. Solid-hoofed quadruped with 
flowing mane & tail, used as beast of 
burden & draught, & for riding on (you 
may take a — to the water, but you can’t 
make him drink, prov.); (esp.) adult male 
~, stallion or gelding, (cf. mare, colt); 

(collect, sing.) cavalry; high trained 
for haute ]£cole ; light —, lightly armed 
mounted soldiers: sea-~. 2. Yaulting- 
-block in gymnasium; frame (often with 
legs) on which something is supported, as 
clothes- — ; (Naut.) rope, bar, in various 
uses; (Mining) obstruction in vein. 3. To 
—, (as command) mount your ~s; flog 

a dead —; grin through a —-collar, practise 
elementary humour; look a gift— in the 
mouth, find fault with a gift; mount, ride, 
the high put on airs; dark, willing, ~; 
put the cart before the — ; eat, work, like a 
— (much); on —back, mounted on a ~. 
4. ~ artillery (the light mobile type); 
—-block, small platform of stone or wood 
for mounting ~; II —box, closed vehicle 
for taking ~ by rail or for slinging ~ into 
ship, (joc.) large pew; ~-breaker, one who 
breaks in ~s; ~-chestnut, large tree with 
conical clusters of white or pink or red 
flower, fruit of this (like edible chestnut, 
but of coarse bitter taste); ~-cloth (used 
to cover or as part of trappings); 
~-coper ; flesh, flesh of ~, esp. as food, 
~s collectively; —fly, insect (of various 
kinds) troublesome to ~s; I H— Guards, 
cavalry brigade of English Household 
troops, esp. (Royal H.O.) second regiment 
of it, (also) headquarters of such cavalry, 
esp. a building in Whitehall, (also) mili¬ 
tary authorities at head of army; ~ hair, 
hair from mane or tail of ~ (often attrib.); 
~ latitudes, belt of calms at northern edge 
of N.E. trade-winds; —laugh, loud coarse 
laugh; —'leech, large kind of leech, in¬ 
satiable person, (daughters of the '-leech, 
Prov. xxx. 15); —mackerel, (kinds of) large 
fish of the mackerel type, cavally, scad, 
tunny, etc. j '—’man, (skilled) rider on 
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back; manship, art of riding, skill in 
riding, on ~back; —marines, imaginary 
corps of mounted marines, as type of non¬ 
existent body, (prov.) tell that (nonsense) 
to the -—marines; •—-mastership, skill in 
managing ~s; ~-mushroom, coarse but 
edible variety with hollow stem; *~ opera 
(si.), western film; —’play, boisterous 
play; —-pond (for watering & washing 
~s, prov. as ducking-place for obnoxious 
persons); —’power, machine by which 
work of ~ is made to drive other machin¬ 
ery, (Mech.) unit of rate of doing work, 
= 550 foot-pounds per second (abbr. 
h.p.); —-race (between ~s with riders); 
—-radish, plant whose pungent root is 
scraped or grated as condiment; ~ sense 
(colloq.), plain rough sagacity; -’shoe, 
iron shoe for ~, thing of this shape (often 
attrib., as —shoe table); —tail, tail of ~ 
(used in Turkey as standard, or as ensign 
denoting rank of pasha), genus of crypto- 
gamous plants like ~’s tail; —'whip, whip 
for ~, (v.t.) chastise (person) with this; 
—'woman, woman who rides on ~back. 
Hence~'less (-si-) a. [OE hors, OS, OHG 
hros, ON hross f. Gmc *horsam, -az] 

hdrse2, v.t. & i. Provide (person, vehicle) 
with horse(s); carry (person) on one’s 
back; place (person) on man’s back to be 
flogged; (intr.) mount, go, on horseback, 
[f. prec. ] 

hdrs'ly, a. Concerned with, addicted to, 
horses or horse-racing; affecting dress 
& language of groom or jockey. Hence 
~Ily2 adv., ~iNESS n. [f. horse1 + -y2] 

hdrt'at[ive, a. Tending, serving, to ex¬ 
hort. So ~ory a. [f. L hortativus (hortari 
exhort, see -ive)] 

hort'iculture, n. Art of garden cultiva¬ 
tion. Hence hdrticul'turAL a., horti- 

cul'turiST n., (-cher-). [f. L hortus garden 
+culture] 

hSrt'us slcc'us, n. Arranged collection 
of dried plants; (fig.) collection of un¬ 
interesting facts etc. [L, = dry garden] 

hSsann'a (-z-), n. Cry of shout of 
adoration (Matt. xxi. 9, 15, etc.). [ME, f. 
LL f. Gk hosanna f. Heb. hosha'na for 
hoshi'ahnna save, pray! ] 

hose (hoz), n., & v.t. 1. (Collect, as pi.) 
stockings, half—, socks, (now chiefly 
shop); (w. pi. —s) flexible tube for water¬ 
ing plants etc., putting out fires, dispers¬ 
ing rioters, etc.; II —-tops, footless stock¬ 
ings. 2. v.t. Provide with ~, drench or 
water with ~. [OE, OS, OHG, ON hosa 
f. Gmc *huson-] 

ho'sier (-zher), n. Dealer in hose & 
frame-knitted or woven underclothing. 
Hence ho'siERY(l) (-zher-) n. [f. hose + 
-ier] 

hds'pice, n. House of rest for travellers, 
esp. one kept by religious order; || home 
for the destitute or sick. [F, f. L hospi- 
tium (as host2] 

hos'pitablle, a. Giving, disposed to give, 
welcome & entertainment to strangers or 
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guests. Itence ~ly2 adv. [F, f. med. L 
hospitare entertain, as prec., -able] 

hos'pital, n. Institution for care of the 
sick or wounded; charitable institution 
(in proper names, as Christ’s //~, public 
school formerly in London); (hist.) 
hospice, establishment of Knights Hos¬ 
pitallers ; ~ fever, kind of typhus formerly 
prevalent in crowded ~s; II~ Saturday, 
Sunday, days for collecting money 
in streets etc. (Saturday), in churches 
(Sunday), for the local ~s. Hence ~ize 
v.t., admit to, treat in, ~, ~iza'tion n. 
[ME, f. OF f. med. L hospitals neut. adj. 
place for guests (as host2, see -al)] 

hos'pitalism, n. (Hygienic imperfections 
of) the hospital system, [-ism] 

hospital'ity, n. Friendly & liberal recep¬ 
tion of guests or strangers; afford me the 
~ of your columns, print my letter. [ME, 
f. OF hospitalite f. L hospitalitatem (as 
HOSPITAL, see -TY)] 

hos'pital(l)er, n. Member of charitable 
religious order; II (in some London hospi¬ 
tals) chaplain; Knights II—>s, order of 
military monks founded c. 1048. [ME, f. 
OF hospitalier f. med. L hospitalarius (as 
prec., see -ary1)] 

host1, n. Largo number (of; person is a 
~ in himself, can do as much as a number 
of ordinary persons); (arch.) army; 
(BIbl.) Lord (God) of —s (armies), —(s) of 
heaven, sun, moon, & stars, (also) angels. 
[ME, f. OF f. L hostis stranger, enemy] 

host2, n. One who lodges or entertains 
another; landlord of inn; reckon without 
one’s ~, overlook difficulty, opposition, 
etc.; (Biol.) animal, plant, having parasite 
or commensal. [ME, f. OF osle f. L 
hospitem (nom. -pcs) host, guest] 

host3, n. Bread consecrated in the 
Eucharist. [ME, f. OF oiste f. L hostia 
victim ] 

hos'tage, n. Person given to another as 
pledge; pledge, security; ~ to fortune, 
person, thing, that one may lose. Hence 

•—ship (-ijsh-) n. [ME, f. OF (h)ostage f. 
Rom. *obsidaticum f. LL obsidatus f. L 
obses -idis hostage, see -age] 

II hos'tel, n. Inn; house of residence for 
students or other special class; youth ~. 
[ME, f. OF (as HOSPITAL)] 

II hos'telry, n. Inn. [ME, f. OF ostelerie 
(ostelier innkeeper, f. med. L as hospital¬ 
ler, see -ery)] 

hos'tess, n. Woman who entertains 
g-uests; mistress of inn; air1 ~. [ME, f. 
OF ostesse (host2, -ess1)] 

hos'tile, a. Of an enemy; unfriendly; 
opposed. Hence ~ly2 (-1-11) adv. [f. F, or 
L hostilis (as host1, see -il)] 

hostility, n. Enmity; state of warfare; 
(pi.) acts of warfare; opposition (in 
thought etc.), [f. F hostiliti or LL hosti- 
liias (as prec., see -TY)] 

hostler (6s'ler), n. = ostler. 
hot1, a. & adv. (-tt-). 1. Of a high tem¬ 
perature ; very warm; communicating or 

Hottentot 

feeling heat; producing the sensation of 
heat, as ~ fever, blush; (of pepper etc.) 
pungent, biting; ardent, passionate; 
angry; excited; exciting; (Hunt., of 
scent) strong; (flg., of news etc.) fresh, 
recent; II (colloq., of Treasury bills) 
newly issued; (of a hit, return, etc., in 
ball-games) difficult for opponent to deal 
with; (of competitor in race or other 
sporting event) strongly fancied to win 
(a ~ favourite); (of dance music) highly 
elaborated & florid, fast & with great 
emphasis on rhythm; (si., of stolen 
jewellery, bank-notes, etc.) easily identi¬ 
fiable & so difficult to dispose of; blow1 

~ & cold; ~ <£■ ~, (of food) served as soon 
as cooked; give it him chastise, repri¬ 
mand, him severely; make it, the place, 
too — (uncomfortable, by persecution) for, 
to hold, him. 2. adv. Hotly, eagerly, 
angrily. 3. ~ air (si.), excited or boastful 
talk; ~ <fb strong, vehement(ly); bed, 
bed of earth heated by fermenting man¬ 
ure, (fig.) place favourable to growth of 
(vice etc.); ~ blast (of heated air forced 
into furnace); -—blooded, ardent, passion¬ 
ate; ~-brained, -headed, excitable; — 
cockles (hist.), rustic game in which blind¬ 
folded person guessed who struck him; 

dog (colloq.), ~ sausage sandwiched in 
roll of bread; —'foot, in ~ baste; —’head, 
impetuous person; house, heated build¬ 
ing with glass roof & sides for growing 
plants out of season or from warmer 
climate; —pot, mutton, beef, with 
potatoes etc. cooked in oven in tight- 
-lidded pot; —-press, press of glazed 
boards & ~ metal plates for smoothing 
paper or cloth, (v.t.) press (paper etc.) 
in this; <—short, (of iron) brittle in its 
~ state; —'spur, rash person (sobriquet 
of Sir H. Percy, d. 1403); ~ stuff (si.), 
person of high spirit, vigour, skill, or 
strong will or passions; ~ water, (fig.) 
trouble, disgrace, scrape; ~ well, spring 
of naturally ~ water, reservoir in con¬ 
densing steam-engine. Hence ~'ly2 
adv., ~'ness n. [OE hat, OS hit, OHG 
heiz, ON heitr f. Gmc *haitaz; see 
heat1] 

hot2, v.t. (colloq.; -tt-). Heat, warm up. 
[f. prec.] 

hotch'potch, -pot, n. Dish of many 
mixed ingredients, esp. mutton broth 
with vegetables; (Law) blending of pro¬ 
perties for purpose of securing equal 
division (esp. of property of intestate 
parent); mixture, medley. [ME hochepot 
f. OF (hocher shake + pot) ; -potch (15th c.) 
by assim.] 

hotel' (also ho-, 5-, o-), n. House for enter¬ 
tainment of travellers etc., (usu. large) 
inn. [F hbtel, later form of hostel] 

hotel'ier, n. Hotel-keeper. [F hdtelier] 
Hott'entot, n. Member of S.-Afr. people 
formerly occupying region near the 
Cape; (fig.) person of inferior intellect or 
culture. [Du., perh. = stammerer] 
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II hough (hbk), n., & v.t. 1. Joint of 
quadruped’s hind leg between true knee 
& fetlock. 2. v.t. Hamstring, whence 
— 'er1 (hdk'er) n. [ME ho(u)gh = OE hoh 
(heel) in liohsinu hamstring; cf. hock1] 

hound1, n. Dog for chase, esp. one hunt¬ 
ing by scent; the —s, pack of fox—s; 
master of —s; despicable man; player 
who follows scent in hare & —s; dogfish 
(short for —'fish); nurse'—, smooth—, kinds 
of dogfish; s-tongue, kinds of plants of 
the borage family. Hence —'ish1 a. [OE, 
OS hund, OHG hunt, ON hundr, Goth. 
hunds f. Gmc *hundaz cogn. w. L canis, 
Gk kuon] 

hound2, v.t. Chase (as) with hound; set 
(hound, or fig. person) at (quarry etc.); 
urge (person) on. [f. prec. ] 

hour (owr), n. Twenty-foimth part of day, 
60 minutes; short indefinite period of 
time; the time o’clock; (pi.) fixed time for 
daily work etc., as office —s are 10 to 3; 
at the eleventh —, at a late stage (Matt, xx); 
small —s, 1, 2, etc., a.m.; good or early, bad 
or late, regular, ~s, (time for getting up & 
going to bed); the question of the— (present 
time); in a good, evil, —, (un)luckily; 
(prayers to be said at) seven stated times 
of day appointed for prayer; (Astron.) 15° 
of longitude; —circle, meridian (24 of 
which are usu. marked on globe); -— 
-glass, sand-glass running for an —; -— 
-hand (showing — on clock etc.). [ME ure 
etc. f. OF (h)ure f. L f. Gk horn season, 
hour] 

houri (boor’i, howrT), n. Nymph of 
Mohammedan Paradise; voluptuously 
beautiful woman. [F, f. Pers. hurt f. 
Arab, haura (fyawira have eyes like 
gazelle’s) ] 

hour'ly (owr-), a. & adv. (Occurring, 
done, reckoned) every hour; continual¬ 
ly), frequent(ly). [H0UR+-LY1'2] 

house1 (hows), n. (pi. pron. -ziz). 1. 
Building for human habitation or (usu. 
w. defining prefix) occupation, as ALMS—, 
BAKE—, LIGHT1—, SUMMER—; — of Ood, 
church, place of worship; inn (a drink on 
the —, at innkeeper’s expense); bow down 
in the — of Rimmon, sacrifice one’s 
principles for the sake of conformity (2 
Kings v. 18); axe, coffee, eating, -~; 
public, tied, —. 2. Building for keeping 
animals or goods, as hen—, store—, 
ware 1—. 3. (Place of abode of) religious 
fraternity. 4. [I (Oxf. Univ.) the H-, 
Christ Church. 5. = (boys in) boarding- 
—. 6. (Building used by) an assembly, 
public offices, firms, & institutions, as 
H— of COMMONS, LORDS, H~S of PARLLA- 
ment ; make a H—, secure presence of 40 
members in H~ of Commons; II the II—, 
(colloq.) Stock Exchange, (euphem.) 
work'-, (Pol.) 11 —' of Commons or Lords 
(a question was asked in the II—); clearing, 
custom, —; II COUNTING-HOUSE. 7. (Audi¬ 
ence in) theatre (full with all seats 
engaged); performance in theatre etc. 

household 

(second — starts at 9 o’clock). 8. House¬ 
hold, family, dynasty (theH— of Windsor, 
British Royal family); mercantile firm. 
9. (astrol.). Twelfth part of heavens. 
10. A game of chance playable by large 
numbers with no apparatus but pencil 
& paper; (Army si.) gambling form of 
lotto. 11. attrib. (Of animals) kept in, 
frequenting, infesting, the ~, as —cal, 
-fly, etc. 12. ~ of call, — where carriers 
call for commissions, where person may 
be heard of, etc.; — of cards (built by 
child out of playing-cards; often fig. of 
insecure scheme etc.); ~ of ill fame, 
brothel; ||H— of Keys, branch of Manx 
legislature; ~ & home, (emphatic) homo; 
—to—, carried on from — to ~; bring 

down the —; keep —, maintain, provide 
for, a household; keep open —, provide 
general hospitality; keep the —, not go 
outdoors; like a — on fire, vigorously, fast. 
13. II—agent (for sale & letting of —s); 
-’boat, boat fitted up for living in; 
—'breaker, person entering another’s ~ by 
day (cf. burglar) with felonious intent, 
man employed in demolishing old ~s; 
~ dinner, (at clubs) specially appointed 
dinner for members & guests; ~-dog (kept 
to guard ~); ~-flaq, that flown by a firm’s 
ship; ~-flannel (coarse, for cleaning floor 
etc..); keeper, woman managing affairs 
of household, (also) person in charge of ~, 
office, etc.; keeping, (good, bad, liberal, 
etc.) domestic economy; ~’leek, plant 
with pink flowers growing on walls & 
roofs; ~ 'maid, female servant in charge of 
reception & bed rooms; ~maid’s knee, 
inflammation of knee-cap due to kneel¬ 
ing; master (of school hoarding-^); 
~ party (of guests staying at country 
~ etc.); ||--'-place, living-room in farm- 
— etc.; ~ -proud, preoccupied with the 
care & beautification of the home; —- 
-room, accommodation in — (would not 
give it ~-room-, take it as a gift); —- 
-surgeon, -physician, residing in hospital; 
~-fo— collection etc., performed or con¬ 
ducted by calling at— after — ; — - top, esp. 
proclaim from the —'-tops, publicly; — 
-trained, (of domestic animals) trained to 
be clean in the —; •—warming, celebration 
of entrance into new —; —'work, cleaning, 
cooking, etc. Hence —'ful(2) (-sf-) n., 
—'less (-si-) a. [OE hus, OS, OHG, ON 
hits, Goth, -hus f. Gmc *husam] 

house2 (-z), v.t. & i. Receive (person etc.), 
store (goods), in house or as house does; 
(Naut.) place (gun etc.) in secure position, 
lower (upper masts); take shelter (as) in 
house; provide houses for (population; 
esp. the housing problem); (Carpentry) fix 
in a socket, mortise, etc. [OE husian (aa 
prec.)] 

house'hSld (-s-b-), n. Inmates of house; 
domestic establishment; (pi.) second 
quality of flour; II — troops (employed 
nominally to guard sovereign’s person); 
— gods, (Rom. Ant.) Lares & Penates, 
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(fig.) essentials of home life; ~ word, 
familiar saying or name. [HOUSE1 +H0LD2] 

house'hSlder (-s-b-), n. One who occupies 
house as his own dwelling (esp. formerly 
as entitled to franchise); head of house¬ 
hold. [HOUSE1 + HOLDER] 

housewife, n. 1. (hows'wif). Mistress of 
family; (good, bad) domestic economist. 
2. (buz'If). Case for needles, thread, etc. 
Hence house'wifeLY1 (-Hi) a. [ME 
hus(e)wif (house1, wire)] 

house'wifery (-swifrl), n. Domestic eco¬ 
nomy, housekeeping. [prec. + -RY] 

lious'ing (-z-), n. Horse’s cloth covering, 
for protection or ornament, [f. obs. house 
f. OF houce f. OFrank. *hulfti (cf. MHG 
hulft, hulsl covering) ] 

Houyhnhnm (hwi'nim), n. Horse with 
human characteristics (Gulliver’s Travels). 
[imit. of horse’s neigh; made by Swift] 

Hov'a, n. One of ruling tribe in Mada¬ 
gascar. [native] 

hove. See heave. 

hov'el (or hu-), n. Open shed, out-house; 
miserable dwelling; conical building en¬ 
closing kiln. [15th c., of unkn. orig. ] 

hdv'eller (or hu-), n. Unlicensed pilot or 
boatman, esp. one who goes out to 
wrecks. [18th c., of unkn. orig.] 

hov'er (or hu-), v.i., & n. (Of bird etc., 
esp. of hawk) hang in the air (over, about, 
spot); loiter about (person, place); (n.) 
~lng, state of suspense, [frequent, of & 
replacing ME hove, of unkn. orig.; 
-ER5] 

how, adv. & n. 1. (In direct or indirect 
question) in what way, as ~ does he do it !, 
ask him ~ he does it, tell him ~ to do it, 
(with intensive addition) ~ the deuce, 
devil, dickens, ~ ever, ~ on earth; ~ are 
you !, ~ do you do !, what is your state 
of health?; ~ is that for high, queer, etc. ? 
(colloq. invitation to wonder); (colloq.)~- 
-d’ye-do, embarrassing situation; (Crick.) 
~’s that ?, is he out or not?; ~ now !, 
what is the meaning of this?; ~ (can you 
show that to be) so !; ~ (at what price) 
is corn !; (in indirect statement, rhet. for) 
that (told us ~ God was almighty); (in 
question or exclamation) to what extent, 
as ~ far is it !, ~ far it is!, ~ many are 
there!, ~ many there are!, ~ would you 
like it ?, ~ he snores!; (in relative clause) 
in whatever way, as, (do it ~ you can)-, 
*<£' (si.), = & a good deal more (chiefly 
used ironically or intensively); here’s ~/ 
= here’s your good health (drinking for¬ 
mula). 2. n. The way a thing is done (the 
~ of it). 3. (arch.), nevertheless; 
~eii'er, in whatever way, to whatever 
extent, nevertheless, (arch.) in any case; 
~ ever ; ~soeu'er, how — soever, in what¬ 
soever manner, to what extent soever; 
~ much !, (si.) what? (as request to per¬ 
son to repeat his remark or a particular 
word; he -plays the saxtuba. Plays the ~ 
much!). [OE hu, OS hwo, OHG wuo, f. 
Gmc *hwo f. stem *hwa- who] 

howd'ah (-a), n. Seat for two or more, usu. 
with canopy, on elephant’s back. [f. 
Pers. haudah f. Arab, haudaj litter] 

how'itzer, n. Short piece of ordnance 
for high-angle firing of shells at lower 
velocities than a gun. [17/18th c. howitts, 
haubitz, hauwilzer, haubitzer, combining 
the forms of Du. houwitser, (f.) G haubitze 
f. Czech houfnice catapult] 

howl1, v.i. & t. (Of animals) utter long 
loud doleful cry; (of persons) utter long 
cry of pain, derision, etc., freq. of (esp. 
child’s) loud weeping; utter (words) with 
~ing. [ME houle, = MLG, MDu. hulen, 
MHG hulen, hiulen (imit.)] 

howl2, n. Long doleful cry of dog, wolf, 
etc.; loud cry of pain; yell of derision; 
(Wireless) whining noise in receiver during 
tuning-in, often affecting other listeners, 
[f. prec.] 

howl'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: S.-Amer. 
monkey; (si.) glaring blunder. [-ER1] 

II howl'et, n. (dial.). Owl. [late ME, f. OF 
hulotte f. OFrank. huwila owl] 

howl'Ing, a. That howls; ~ dervish; 

(Bibl.)~(dreary) wilderness; (si.) extreme, 
glaring, as a~ shame. [-ING2] 

hoy1, n. Small vessel, usu. rigged as 
sloop, carrying passengers & goods esp. 
for short distances, [f. MDu. hoei, of 
unkn. orig.] 

hoy2, int. used to call attention, drive 
beasts, & (Naut.) hail or call aloft, 
[natural cry] 

hoy'a, n. Kinds of climbing plants with 
pink, white, or yellow flowers, known as 
wax-flowers. [T. Hoy, gardener, d. 1821 ] 

hoyd'en, n. Boisterous girl. Hence ~- 
hood, ~ism, nn., '-ish1 a. [prob. f. MDu. 
hey den ( = heathen) rude fellow] 

hub1, n. Central part of wheel, rotating 
on or with axle, & from which spokes 
radiate; nave; (fig.) central point of 
interest etc. (esp. ~ of the universe), [orig. 
unkn.] 

hub2, hubb'y, n. (colloq.) Husband, 
[abbr.] 

hub'ble-bubble, n. Form of hookah; 
bubbling noise; confused talk, [imit.] 

hubb'ub, n. Confused din; disturbance, 
riot; confused yelling of war-cry. [of Ir. 
orig.; cf. Gael, ubub int. of contempt, 
Ir. dbu, a war-cry] 

hub’rfs, n. Insolent pride or security; (Gk 
tragedy) overweening pride leading to 
nemesis. So hubris'tic a. [Gk; prop. 
hy-] 

huck'aback, n. Stout linen fabric with 
rough surface, for towels etc. [orig. 
unkn.] 

huc'kle, n. Hip; haunch; —back(ed), 
hump-back(ed); ~-bowe, hip, haunch, 
-bone, (also) knuckle-bone of quadruped, 
[f. obs. buck hip (cf. earlier huck(le)bone), 
of unkn. orig.] 

huc'kleberry (-kelb-), n. (Fruit of) low 

berry-bearing shrub common in N. Amer. 
[prob. alt. of hurtlebei-ry whortleberry] 
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huck'stler1, n. Pedlar, hawker; merce¬ 
nary person. Hence ~F.ry(2) n. [c. 1200, 
of uncevt. orig.; cf. dial, huck vb, hucker 
n. & vb, huckle vb (all later); MDu. hoek- 
ster, hoeker ;MHG hucker etc.; cf. ha wker ] 

huck'ster2, v.i. & t. Bargain, haggle; 
carry on petty traffic in (lit. & fig.); 
adulterate. Hence ~er1, ~ess nn. [f. 
prec. ] 

hud'dle, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Heap together 
confusedly; crowd (things etc.) promiscu¬ 
ously together, up, into, out of, etc.; coil 
oneself up; hurry over, through, botch 
up, (work etc.); (intr.) nestle closely 
together. 2. n. Confused mass; confusion, 
bustle; ‘(secret) conference, esp. go into 
a ~ (with) (si.). [16th c., of obsc. orig.; 
perh. ult. rel. to root hud- hide2] 

Hudibras'tic, a. In the metre or manner 
of Butler’s Hudibras, mock-heroic poem 
1663-78, esp. of comical compound 
rhymes, [after fantastic etc. ] 

hue1, n. Colour, tint; variety of colour 
caused by admixture of another. Hence 
-huED2 (hud) a. [OE hiew, hiw form etc., 
Goth, hiwi f. Gmc *hewja-} 

hue2, n. ~ & cry : loud cry raised for 
pursuit of wrongdoer; outcry (against); 
proclamation for capture of criminal, [f. 
OF hu, heu, outcry, f. huer (imit.)] 

huff1, v.t. & i. Bully, storm at; bully 
(person into, out of, thing or domed; 
offend; take offence; (Draughts) remove 
(opponent’s man) from board as forfeit 
(orig. after blowing on the piece), [imit. 
f. sound of blowing; v. & n. f. 16th c. ] 

huff, n. Fit of petulance, esp. in a ~, 
take ~; (Draughts) act of huffing. Hence 
'~'ish 1, ~'y2, aa., ~’ily2, ~'ishLY2, 
adw., ~'iNESS, ~'ishNF,ss, nn. [see prec. ] 

hug, v.t. (-gg-), & n. 1. Squeeze tightly in 
one’s arms, usu. with affection; (of bear) 
squeeze (man etc.) between its forelegs; 
delight in, cling to, (prejudices etc.); ex¬ 
hibit fondness for (person); congratulate 
oneself (on, for); keep close to (shore, 
kerb, etc.); <—me-tight, woollen wrap. 2. 
n. Strong clasp; grip in wrestling, esp. 
Cornish ~. [late 16th c., of unkn. orig.] 

huge, a. Very large; enormous; (of im¬ 
material things) great. Hence ~'NESS 
(-jn-) n. [ME huge, hoge f. OF ahuge, 
ahoge of unkn. orig. ] 

huge'ly (-jll), adv. Enormously, very 
much. [prec.+-LY2] 

hu'geous (-jus), a. (usu. joc.). Huge. 
Hence ~ly2 adv.,~NESS n., (-jus-), [-ous] 

hugg'er-miigg'er (-g-), n., a., adv., & v.t. 
& i. Secrecy; secret(ly); confusion; con¬ 
fusedly); (v.t.) conceal, bush up; (v.i.) 
proceed in secret or muddled fashion, 
[prob. rel. to ME hoder huddle, maker 
conceal; cf. syn. 15th c. hoder modcr, 16th 
c. hucker mucker] 

II hugg'ery (-g-), n. Practice (on part of 
barrister etc.) of courting attorney etc. for 
employment, [f. hug1 + -eryt] 

Hug'uenot (-ge-; or -no), n. (hist.). French 

Protestant. [F, assim. of G eidgenosz 
confederate to F pers. name Ilugues ] 

‘huh (hu), int. expr. interrogation, con¬ 
tempt, etc. 

hul'a (-oo-), n. Hawaiian woman’s dance 
(also hula-hula), [native word] 

hulk, n. Body of dismantled ship, used 
as store vessel etc. or (pi., hist.) as prison; 
unwieldy vessel; (fig.) big person or mass. 
[ME, f. OE hulc (— OHG holcho, G hulk) 
& MLG, MDu. hulk(e), ult, f. med. L 
hulcus f. Gk holkas ship of burden ] 

hul'king, a. Bulky; clumsy, [prec. -f 
-ING2] 

hull1, n., & v.t. 1. Outer covering of fruit, 
esp. pod of peas & beans; (fig.) covering. 
2. v.t. Remove ~ of. [OE hidu f. st. hal¬ 
ve]. to helan cover; see hell] 

hull2, n., & v.t. 1. Frame of ship, airship, 
flying-boat, etc.; ~ down, far away, so 
that ~ is invisible. 2. v.t. Strike (ship) in 
~ with shot, torpedo, etc. [15th c., of 
obsc. orig.; perh. spec, use of prec.] 

hullabaloo', n. Uproar. [18th c, redupl. 
of hollo, hullo, etc. ] 

liullo', -loa (-16), int. used to call atten¬ 
tion, express surprise, or answer call, esp. 
on telephone, [cf. hallo] 

hum1, v.i. & t. ( mm-). Make continuous 
murmuring sound, as of bee, spinning top, 
etc.; make low inarticulate vocal sound, 
esp. (usu. ~ & haw or ha) of hesitation; 
sing with closed lips; (colloq.) be in state 
of activity, as make things ~; (si.) smell 
unpleasantly; (v.t.) utter, sing, with 
closed lips. [ME, imit.; so MHG hum- 
men] 

hum2, n. Humming sound esp. of hesita¬ 
tion (usu. ~s & ha’s), applause, surprise, 
etc.; (si.) bad smell, [imit.] 

hum3 (hem), int. expr. hesitation, dissent, 
etc. 

hum4, n. (sh). Sham, hoax. [= humbug] 
hum'an, a. & n. Of, belonging to, man, 
as ~ nature; that is a man or consists of 
men, as ~ race, creature; of man as opp. 
to God, as to err is ~, to forgive divine; 
having, showing, the qualities distinctive 
of man, as more, less, than~; (n.)~ being. 
Hence ~ness (-n -n-) n. [ME liumain(e) f. 
OF, f. L humanus (homo man, see -an)] 

humane', a. Benevolent, compassionate; 
|1 H~ Society (for rescue of drowning per¬ 
sons); ~ killer, instrument for painless 
slaughter of cattle; (of branches of study) 
tending to refinement, elegant, cf. 
literae htjmaniores. Hence ~ly2 (-nl-) 
adv., ■—'Ness (-n-n-) n. [differentiated f. 
prec. after 1700] 

hum'anism, n. Devotion to human in¬ 
terests ; system concerned with human 
(not divine) interests, or with the human 
race (not the individual); Religion of 
humanity; literary culture, esp. that of 
the humanists, [f. after foil.; -ISM ] 

hiim'anist, n. Student of human nature 
or human affairs; student (esp. in 14th- 
16th cc.) of Roman & Greek literature & 
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antiquities, whence humanis'tic a. [16th 
c. t. F -isle f. It. umanista (as human, see 
-1ST) [ _ 

humanitarian, n. & a. 1. One who pro¬ 
fesses humanism (Religion of Humanity), 
visionary philanthropist. 2. adj. Hold¬ 
ing, concerned with, the views of ~s. 
Hence ~ism n. [f. foil. + -arian ] 

humanity, n. Human nature; (pi.) 
human attributes; the human race; 
humaneness, benevolence; (pi.) bene¬ 
volent acts; Religion of H~y (rejecting 
the supernatural & concerned chiefly or 
wholly with the advancement of man’s 
welfare); the~ies, polite scholarship, esp. 
of Latin & Greek classics; II (Sc. Uniw.; 
II~y) study of Latin. [ME, f. OF -ite f. L 
humanitatem (as human, -ty)J 

hum'aniz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. & i. Make 
human, give human character to (~ed 
milk, cow’s milk prepared to resemble 
human milk); make, become, humane. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [f. F humaniser (as 

human, see -ize)] 

hum'ankmd', n. Mankind, 
hum'anly, adv. In a human manner; by 
human means; from human point of 
view; with human feeling, [-ly2] 

hum'ble, a. (comp. <Sb sup. pron. -bier, 
-bllst), & v.t. 1. Having, showing, low 
estimate of one’s own importance; 
(formerly, esp. in subscribing letter) 
your ~ servant; of lowly condition; (of 
things) of modest pretensions, dimen¬ 
sions, etc.; eat ~ pie, make ~ apology, 
submit to humiliation; ~ plant, common 
sensitive plant. 2. v.t. Make ~, bring 
low, abase (oneself etc.). Hence ~ness 

(-bel-) n., hum'blY2 adv. [ME {hfumble 
f. OP’ f. L humilis lowly (humus ground, 
-n.)] 

hum'ble-bee (-bel-), n. Bumble-bee. 
[15th c., prob. f. obs. (14th c.) humble 
hum, as bumbie-bee f. bumble; but cf. 
MLG hummelbe, MDu. hommel, OHG 
humbal ] 

hum'bug, n., & v.t. & i. (-gg-). 1. Fraud, 
sham; deception; (as int.) nonsense!; 
impostor; kind of hard boiled sweet usu. 
flavoured with peppermint. 2. v.t. 
Delude (person into, out of, thing or 
doing); (v.i.) be, behave like, a ~. Hence 
humbugg'ERY (-g-) n. [f. c. 1750, si., of 
unkn. orig. ] 

*humding'er, n. (si.). Excellent person 
or thing, [orig. unkn.] 

hum'drum, a. & n., & v.i. (-mm-). 
Commonplace(ness), dqll(ness); (v.i.) pro¬ 
ceed in ~ way. Hence ~ness n. [f. 1550; 
prob. redupl. f. HUM v. ] 

hiim'er|us, n. (anat.). Bone of the upper 
arm in man] corresponding bone in other 
vertebrates. Hence ~al a., (also n., ~al 
veil, oblong silk scarf worn round priest’s 
shoulders during parts of the Mass etc.). 
[L, = shoulder] 

humid, a._ Moist, damp. So humid'iFY 
v.t., humid'iTY n. {relative ~ity, amount 

hump 

of moisture in atmosphere as compared 
with that of complete saturation at the 
given temperature), [f. F humide or L 
humidus (umere be moist, see -id1)] 

humili|ate, v.t. Lower the dignity or 
self-respect of; mortify. Hence or cogn. 
~atiNG2 a., ~a"iton n. [f. LL humiliare 
(as humble, see -ate3)] 

humility, n. Humbleness, meekness; 
humble condition. [ME, f. OF humilite f. 
L humilitatem (as humble, see -ty)] 

II humm'el, a. (Sc.). (Of cattle and stags) 
hornless, [cf. LG hommel hornless beast] 

humming, a. In vbl senses; —bird (of 
several species that make ~ sound by 
vibration of wings); ~-fop (~ when it 
spins), [f. hum v. + -ing1] 

humm'ock, n. Hillock, knoll; rising 
ground, esp. in marsh; hump or ridge in 
icefield. Hence ~y2 a. [orig. naut.; 
16th c. ham-, horn-; orig. unkn. ] 

hum'oral, a. (med.). Of the bodily 
humours; ~ pathology, doctrine referring 
all disease to state of the humours, 
whence ~ism, ~ist, nn., ~is'tic a. [f. F, 
or med. L *humoralis as humouk, see -al] 

hum'orxst, n. Facetious person; humo¬ 
rous talker, actor, or writer. Hence 
humoris'tio a. [16th c., f. F humoriste 
(as prec., see -ist)] 

hum'orous, a. Full of humour; facetious, 
funny. Hence~LY2 adv., -—ness n. [-ous] 

hum'our1 (-mer; also u-), n. State of 
mind, mood; inclination, as in the ~ 
for fighting-, facetiousness, comicality; 
faculty of perceiving this; j ocose imagina¬ 
tion (less intellectual & more sympathetic 
than wit), whence —less a.; out of 
displeased; good, ill, ~ (temper), whence 
-'■—ED2 (-ml) a.; cardinal ~s (hist.), four 
chief fluids of the body (blood, phlegm, 
choler, melancholy), determining per¬ 
son’s physical & mental qualities; aque¬ 
ous, vitreous, ~, transparent fluid parts 
of the eye. [ME, f. AF f. L (h)umorem 
moisture (as humid, see -or)] 

hum'our2 (-mer; also u-), v.t. Gratify, 
indulge, (person, taste, temper, etc.); 
adapt oneself to, make concessions to. 
[f. prec. ] 

hum'oursome (-mer-), a. Capricious; 
peevish. Hence —ness n. [-SOME] 

hump, n., & v.t. 1. Protuberance, esp. on 
the back, as deformity or (in camel etc.) 
as normal feature; rounded boss of earth 
etc.; (fig.) critical point (of undertaking, 
ordeal, etc.), esp. in phr. over the ~, over 
the worst, well begun; || (si.) fit of depres¬ 
sion or vexation, as it gives me the 
~'back, (person having) back with a ~; 

backed, having such a back. 2. v.t. 
Make ~-shaped; annoy, depress; (Au¬ 
stral.) hoist up, shoulder, (one’s pack, 
swag, orbluey). Hence~ED2(-pt),~'LESS, 
~'Y2, aa. [f. 1680, ~-backed replacing 
crump-backed-, perh. rel. to LG humpel 
hump, LG humpe, Du. lumip lump, hunk 
(of bread)] 
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humph (hmf), int., & v.i. Int. expr. doubt 
or dissatisfaction; (v.i.) utter this, 

hump'ty-dump'ty, n. Short dumpy per¬ 
son; (from nursery rhyme in whichH~ is 
taken to mean an egg) person, thing, that 
once thrown down cannot be restored; 
person who makes words mean what he 
chooses, [app. f. hump(y) & dump(y); -ty 
unexpl. ] 

hum'py, n. Australian hut. [nativeoompi] 
hum'us.n. Vegetable mould. [L, =ground] 
Hun, n. One of an Asiatic nomad race 
who invaded & ravaged Europe in 4th & 
5th cc.; (derog.) German (esp. Prussian). 
Hence ~n'lSH1 a. [OE Hune f. med. L 
Hunni] 

hunch1, v.t. Bend, arch, convexly; 
thrust out, up, to form a hump. [orig. 
unkn.] 

hunch2, n. Hump; thick piece; ~'back(ed), 
hump-back(ed); ‘presentiment, intuition. 
Hence~'Y2a. [orig. unkn.] 

hun'dred, n. & a. (Cardinal number) ten 
times ten (100, C), as a, one, six, several, ~ 
men, a, one, six ~ of them or of my friends, 
~s of men, ~s of them, some, several, ~s 
of etc.; (ordinal, in compds) the '—<£•- 
-first, six-&-ninth; (also ~ c& one) large 
number; not a ~ miles from (joc.), at or 
close to; a ~ per cent efficient, doing the 
utmost in practice that it theoretically 
should; ~ pounds (of money); II (chiefly 
hist.) subdivision of county or shire, 
having its own court; chiltern hun¬ 

dreds; great, long, ~, 120; ~ of brick's; 

~weight, 1121b. avoirdupois (abbr. cwt), 
*1001b.; ~s t£r thousands, sweets like small 
shot used chiefly for decorating cakes 
etc. Hence ~fold n., ~TH2 a. & n. (Old 
Hundredth, hymn ‘All people that . . .’, 
version of Ps. C, or its tune). [OE, f. hund 
(cogn. w. L centum) -f Gmc *rath- number 
(cf. Goth, ralhjo number] 

hung._See hang v. 

Hungarian (-ngg-), a. &n. 1. Of Hungary 
or its inhabitants. 2. n. Native, language, 
of Hungary, [f. med. L Hungaria + -an ] 

hung'er1 (-ngg-), n. Uneasy sensation, 
exhausted condition, caused by want of 
food; (fig.) strong desire (for, after, etc.); 
—march (undertaken by body of unem¬ 
ployed to call attention to their condition; 
so ~-marcher); —strike, prisoner’s refusal 
to take food in order to procure release. 
[OE hunger, OS, OHG -ar, ON hungr, 
(Goth, huggrjan vb), f. Gmc *hungruz] 

hung'er2 (-ngg-), v.i. & t. Feel hunger; 
have craving (for, after)-, (p.p., arch.) 
hungry; (trans.) starve (into submission, 
out of place etc.). [OE hyngran, assim. to 
preo.] 

hun'gry (-ngg-), a. Feeling hunger (~ as 
a hunter); showing hunger, as a ~ look; 
inducing hunger, as a ~ air; ~ rice, W.- 
-African grain allied to millet; (fig.) 
eager, greedy; (of soil) poor, barren; 
II H~ Forties (hist.), the decade 1840-9 in 
England, a period of great distress among 

hurl 

the poor. Hence hun'griLY2 adv., 
nun griNESSn. [OE hungrig (as hunger 1 
see -Y2)] 

hunk, n. Largo piece cut off; clumsy 
piece; hunch. [19th c.; cf. WFlem. 
hunke) 

II hunk'ers, n. pi. The hams (esp. in phr. 
on one’s ~, in a squatting position). [Sc., 
f. hunker to squat ] 

hunks, n. Close-fisted man, miser, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

*hunky-d<5r'y, a. (si.). Excellent, top- 
-hole. 

Hunnish. See hun. 

hunt1, v.i. & t. Pursue wild animals, go 
fox-~ing; (trans.) chase (these) for food or 
sport; seek after, for; drive away, out; 
scour (district) in pursuit of game; use 
(horse, hounds) in ~ing; ‘shoot (game); 
~ doum, bring to bay; ~ out, track out, 
find by search; ~ up, search for; ~ in 
couples; ~ the hare, slipper, squirrel, 
games. [OE huntian f. hunta hunter, 
cogn. w. OE hentan, Goth, hinthan seize] 

hunt2, n. Hunting (lit. & fig.); persons 
hunting with a pack; bunting district; 
~ ball (given by members of ~, men wear¬ 
ing pink), [f. prec. ] 

hun'ter, n. One who hunts; (fig.) fortune, 
place, etc., horse for hunting; watch 
with hinged oover protecting glass or 
(half-~) outer part of it; ~’s moon, next 
full moon after harvest moon. Hence 
hun'trESS1 n. [-er 1 ] 

hun'ting, n. In vbl senses; —box, small 
house for use during ~-season; ~ cog1; 
'—crop; ~-ground, place where one hunts 
(often fig.); happy —ground(s), the fu¬ 
ture state (prop, as expected by Amer. 
Indians), good place for ~ (fig.); —horn, 
bora used in ~, second pommel on near 
side of side-saddle, [-ing1] 

hunts'man, n. Hunter; man in charge of 
(esp. fox-) hounds. 

hul'dle, n., & v.t. Portable rectangular 
frame strengthened with withes or 
wooden bars, for temporary fence etc.; 
wooden frame to be jumped over in — 
-race; (hist.) frame on which traitors 
were dragged to execution; (v.t.) fence 
off etc. with ~s. [OE hyrdel (-LE 1), f. Gmc 
*hurdiz ( = Goth, haurds, ON hurth door, 
OHG hurt hurdle), cogn. w. L crafts] 

huld'ler, n. One who makes hurdles, or 
runs in hurdle-races. [-ER1] 

hurd'y-guldy, n. Musical instrument 
with droning sound, played by turning 
handle, orig. one with rosined wheel 
turned by right hand & played by left; 
(colloq.) barrel organ & street piano, 
[prob. imit.] 

hurl, v.t., & n. 1. Throw violently from 
some position (lit. & fig.); throw (missile 
etc., also fig.); II (Sc.) convey in a wheeled 
vehicle. 2. n. ~ing, violent throw; II (Sc.) 
a ride in a wheeled vehicle. [ME, prob. 
imit., but corresp. in form & partly sense 
w. LG hurreln] 
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huil'ey, n. (Ir.)- Kind of hockey, f as prec. ] 
HuH'Ingham (-ngenn), n. (Used for) ~ 
Park, Fulham, headquarters of ~ Polo 
Club. 

hurl'y, n. (arch.). Commotion, [as hurl] 
hurl'y-burl'y, n. Commotion, tumult. 

[f. 1540; redupl. f. hurl y. ] 
hurrah' (Ira-, hdb-), -ray', int., n., & v.i. 
Int. expr. exultation or approbation; 
(n.) this cry; (v.i.) shout ~. [replaces 
huzza-, cf. Swed. & Da. hurra,, Du. hoera] 

hu'rricane, n. Storm with violent wind 
with velocity of 75 miles an hour or over, 
esp. W.-Indian cyclone (also fig.); ~-bird, 
frigate-bird; ~ deck, light upper deck; ~ 
lamp (designed to resist wind), [f. Sp. 
huracan, of Carib orig. J 

hu'rry1, n. Undue haste; eagerness to get 
a thing done quickly; eagerness (to do, 
for thing); (w. neg. or interrog.) need for 
haste; (colloq.) you will not beat that in 
a ~ (easily), shall not ask again in a ~ 
(willingly); ~-scurry adv., adj., & n., (in) 
disorderly haste, (v.i.) proceed thus. [16th 
C., rel. tO HURL, HURLY, HURLY-BURLY-, etc. ] 

hu'rr|y2, v.t. & i. Carry, drive, (person 
etc. away, along, into, into doing, etc.) 
with undue haste; move, act, with great 
or undue haste; up, make haste. 
Hence ~iedLY2 adv., ~iedRESS n., (-id-), 
[as prec.] 

hurst, n. Hillock; sandbank in sea or 
river; wooded eminence; wood. [OE 
hyrst, rel. to OS, OHG hurst] 

hurt1, n. Wound, material injury; harm, 
wrong. Hence ~'ful, ~'less, aa., ~'ful- 
ly2 adv., ~'fulNESS n. [ME, f. OF hurte 
f. hurter (foil.)] 

hurt2, v.t. & i. (hurt). Cause bodily 
injury or pain to; damage; inflict injury 
upon; distress, wound, (person, his feel¬ 
ings etc.); (colloq.) suffer injury or pain 
(does your hand ~ ?). [ME, f. OF hurter 
(mod. heurter) f. Gallo-rom. *hurtare] 

hur'tle, v.t. & i., & n. Strike against; hurl 
swiftly; strike against; move with clatter¬ 
ing sound; come with a crash ; (n.) hurt¬ 
ling, clashing sound, [f. hurt2 + -i.e(3)] 

hus'band1 (-z-), n. Man joined to woman 
by marriage; II (arch,)good, bad, ~ (econo¬ 
mist). Hence ~hood,~ship, nn.,~LiKEa. 
[late OE husbonda f. ON hiisb&ndi; see 
HOUSE & BOND 4 ] 

hus'band2 (-z-), v.t. Manage thriftily, 
economize; || (arch.) till (ground), culti¬ 
vate (plants); (poet., joc.) provide with 
husband; (rare) marry (woman), [f. 
prec. ] 

hus'bandman (-z-), n. Farmer, 
hus'bandry (-z-), n. Farming; (good, bad) 
economy; careful management. [-RY] 

hush1, n. Stillness; silence; ~-money, 
paid to prevent exposure, [f. foil. ] 

hush2, v.t. & i. Silence, quiet; ~ up, sup¬ 
press (affair); be silent, esp. (as int.)~/; 
~'aby, int. used to lull child; adj. 
phr., to be kept specially secret; —ship 
(of great length, speed, & gun-power. 

secretly built; cf. Q-ship). [back forma¬ 
tion f. obs. adj. husht f. hushl, hust, intt. 
(imit.)] 

husk, n., & v.t. 1. Dry outer covering of 
some fruits or seeds; (fig.) worthless 
outside part of anything; disease of 
cattle. 2. v.t. Remove ~ from, [late ME, 
of unkn. orig.] 

hus'kly1, a. & n. Of, full of, husks; dry 

as a husk; (of voice or person) dry, hoarse, 
whence ~iLY2 adv., ~!ness n.; (colloq.) 
tough, strong, hefty (& as n., ~y per¬ 
son). [-Y2] 

hus'ky2, n. Eskimo dog; (H~) Eskimo 
person or language. [? contr. f, Eskimo] 

II hussar' (-z-), n. Soldier of light cavalry 
regiment (orig. Hungarian light horse¬ 
man of 15th c.). [f. Hung, huszar f. 
OSerb. husar f. It. corsaro CORSAIR] 

Huss'Ite, n. Follower of John Huss, 
Bohemian religious reformer of 15th c. 
[ -ITE 1 ] 

huss'y, -zzy, n. Woman of light or worth¬ 
less character; pert girl. [f. housewife] 

lius'tings (-z), n. Platform from which 
(before 1872) candidates for Parliament 
were nominated; election proceedings; 
court (now rarely) held in Guildhall of 
London. [OE husting f. ON husthing 
house-assembly ] 

hu'stlie (-si), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Push 
roughly, jostle; thrust (person etc. into, 
out of, etc.); impel unceremoniously (into 
thing or doing); (v.i.) push roughly 
against; push one's way; hurry, bustle. 
2. n. ~ing. [17th c., f. MDu. husselen 
shake, toss ] 

hut, n., & v.t. & i. (-tt->. 1. Small mean 
house of rude construction; (Mil.) tempo¬ 
rary wooden house for troops; ~-circle 
(Archaeol.), ring of stones or earth 
indicating site of prehistoric ~. 2. v.t. 
Place (troops etc.) in ~s; (v.i.) lodge in 
<->. Hence ~'ment n., ~ encampment. 
[17th c., f. F hutte t. MHG hilite] 

hutch, n. Box-like pen for rabbits etc.; 
hut, cabin, small house; truck used in 
mining etc. [ME, f. OF huche f. med. L 
hutica of unkn. orig.] 

Huzoor', n. Title of respect used by 
Indians in addressing superiors. [Arab. 
bacfur the presence] 

huzza' (-ah), int., n., & v.i. & t. (arch.). 
Int. of exultation, encouragement, or 
applause; (make, greet with) the cry ~. 
[16th c., imit.] 

hy'acinth, n. Kinds of bulbous plants 
with bell-shaped flowers of various 
colours, esp. purplish blue, so (esp. as 
Homeric epithet of doubtful sense for 
locks, hair) ~ine2 (-in-) a.; this colour; 
precious stone, orange variety of zircon, 
[in 16th c. replacing jacinth; f. F hya- 
cinthe f. L f. Gk huakinthos, flower & gem, 
also name of youth loved by Apollo ] 

Hy'ades (-z), n. pi. Group of stars near 
Pleiades, [f. Gk Huades (acc. to pop. 
etym., f. hud rain, but perh. f. hus swine) ] 
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hyaena. See hyena. 

hy'aline, a. & n. Glass-like, vitreous 
(chiefly techn.); (n., poet.) smooth sea, 
clear sky, etc. [f. LL f. Gk hualinos 
(hualos glass, see -ine2)] 

hy'alite, n. (Colourless variety of opal. [f. 
Gk hualos glass, see -ite ] 

hy'aloid, a. & n. (anat.). Glassy; ~ (mem¬ 
brane), thin transparent membrane en¬ 
veloping vitreous humour of eye. [f. F 
hyaloide f. LL f. Gk hualoeides (as prec., 
see -oid)] 

hyb'rid, n. & a. 1. Offspring of two 
animals or plants of different species or 
varieties; person of mixed nationality; 
(fig.) thing, word, composed of incon¬ 
gruous elements, esp. of different lan¬ 
guages. 2. adj. Cross-bred, mongrel; 
heterogeneous; II ~ bill in Parliament, 
one combining characteristics of public 
& private bill, & referred to a~ committee. 
Hence ~ity (-Id-) n. [f. L hybrida, hibrida 
offspring of tame sow & wild boar] 

hyb'ridism, n. Fact, condition, of being 
hybrid; cross-breeding, [prec. + -ism] 

hyb'ridlzje, -is|e (-iz), v.t. & i. Subject 
(species etc.) to cross-breeding; produce 
hybrids; (of animal or plant) interbreed. 
Hence —able a., ~a'tion n. [hybrid + 

-IZE] 

hyd'atld, n. (path.). Cyst containing 
watery fluid, morbid formation (esp. one 
formed by, & containing, a tape-worm 
larva.), [f. Gk liudatis -idos watery vesicle 
(hudor -alos water, -id2)] 

Hyde PSrk, n. A London park, a fashion¬ 
able resort, & the scene of many political 
and other demonstrations, 

hyd'ra, n. (Gk Myth.) snake whose many 
heads grew again when cut off; (fig.) 
thing hard to extirpate; water-snake; a 
fresh-water polyp. [L, f. Gk hudra water- 
-snake ] 

hydrSn'gea (-ja), n. Kinds of shrubs 
with globular clusters of white, blue, or 
pink flowers, [f. Gk hudor water + aggos 
vessel ] 

hyd'rant, n. Pipe (esp. in street) with 
nozzle to which hose can be attached, for 
drawing water from main. [U.S., f. Gk 
hudor water + -ant ] 

hyd'rate1, n. (chem.). Compound of 
water with another compound or an ele¬ 
ment. [f. F hydrate f. Gk hudor water, 
see -ATE1] 

hyd'r|ate2, v.t. (chem.). Combine with 
water. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. prec. ] 

hydraul'ic, a. & n. 1. Of water conveyed 
through pipes or channels; operated by 
water-power, as ~ lift; ~ ram, automatic 
pump in which kinetic energy of descend¬ 
ing column of water raises some of the 
water above its original level; harden¬ 
ing under water, as ~ cement; ~ press, 
hydrostatic press. 2. n. pi. Science of 
conveyance of liquids through pipes 
etc., esp. as motive power. Hence or 
cogn. hydraul'icALLY adv., hydrauli- 

hydrogen 
Cian (-Ishn) n. [f. L f. Gk hudraulikos 
(hudor water + aulos pipe, see -ic) ] 

hyd'r|ic, a. (chem.). Of, containing, 
hydrogen. So ~ide n. [f. hydrogen+ 
-ic] 

hyd'ro, n. (pi. ~s). = hydropathic, [col- 

loq. abbr.] 
hydro-, comb, form of Gk hudor water, 

(1) in miscell. terms, w. sense ‘ having to 
do with water ’, (2) in names of diseases, 
w. sense ‘ dropsical ’ or ‘ affected with 
accumulation of serous fluid ’, (3) in chem. 
terms, usu. w. sense ‘ combined with 
hydrogen ’; as: ~carb'on, compound of 
hydrogen & carbon; ~ciph’alus, water on 
the brain; ~ceyhdVic, ~c(ph'alous, affect¬ 
ed with this; ~chlor'ic, containing hydro¬ 
gen & chlorine; ~cyan'ic, containing 
hydrogen & cyanogen, esp. ~cyanie acid, 
prussic acid; ~dyndm'ic(al), of the forces 
acting on or exerted by liquids; ~dy- 
nam'ics, science of these forces; ~eUc‘lric, 
developing electricity by utilization of 
water power, (of electricity) produced by 
utilization of water-power; ~grayher 
(-6g-), person skilled in, ~graph'ic(al) 
having to do with, ~graphy; ~graphy 
(-5g-), scientific description of the waters 
of the earth; ~kin6t'ic(s), (science) of the 
motion of liquids; ~logy (-511), science 
of the properties, laws, etc., of water; 
~lysis (-S1-), decomposition of a com¬ 
pound by reaction with water, the water 
also being decomposed; ~mdn'ia:, craving 
for water; nechan'ics (of liquids); 
'^oneler (-6mL), instrument for finding 
specific gravity of liquids (occas. also 
of solids); ~met'ric, ~meiry (-5m-), con¬ 
cerned with, determination of, specific 
gravity of liquids; hyd'rophane, opal that 
absorbs water & becomes transparent on 
immersion; hyd’rophone, instrument for 
detection of sound-waves in water; 
hyd’rophyte, aquatic plant; hyd'roplane, 
fin-like device enabling submarine to rise 
or fall, light fast motor-boat designed to 
skim over surface, seaplane; ~pneumat'ie, 
involving combined action of water & 
air; ~guin'one, preparation from quinone, 
used (Phot.) as developer; hyd'rosphere, 
waters of the earth’s surface; hyd’rostat, 
electrical device for detecting presence of 
water; ~therapevi'ic, ~the'rayy, hydro¬ 
pathic, hydropathy; ~therm'al, of the 
action of heated water on earth’s crust; 
r^thor’ax, dropsy of the chest; ~tropism 
(-ot-), (of plants) tendency to turn to 
or from moisture; ~zd'a n. pi., class of 
coelenterate animals chiefly marine, in¬ 
cluding jelly-fish & fresh-water hydra. 

hyd'rogen, n. Colourless invisible odour¬ 
less gas, an element, the lightest sub¬ 
stance known, forming two-thirds in 
volume of water; ~ bomb, (also fusion or 
thermo-nuclear bomb) immensely powerful 
bomb utilizing fusion of ~ atomic nuclei. 
Hence liydro'genous a. [f. F hydro(gbne 
-GEN)] 
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hydro'genlate, v.t. Charge, cause to com¬ 
bine, with hydrogen. So ~ize v.t. [prec. 
+ -ATE 3] 

hyd'roid, a. & n. (zool.). (Animal) like, 
allied to, the hydra (polyp), [-oid] 

hyd'romel, n. Mixture of honey & water; 
vinous ~ (also mead), this fermented. [L, 
f. Gk hudromeli (meli honey, see hydro-)] 

hydropath'ic, a. & n. 1. Of, concerned 
with, hydropathy. 2. n. Hotel where 
~ treatment may be had. [f. foil. +-io] 

hydrop'athjy, n. Medical treatment by 
external & internal application of water. 
So ~ist n. [f. G hydropathic (hydro-, 

-PATHY)] 
hvdrophob'lia, n. Aversion to water, esp. 
as symptom of rabies in man; rabies, 
esp. in man; (joc.) dread of water. So 
~ic a. [16th c., f. LL f. Gk hudrovaomx, 
see HYDRO-] 

hydrop'ic, a. Dropsical. [ME, f. OF ydro- 
pique f. L f. Gk hudropikos (as hy'dropsy, 

see -ic) ] 
hydroponics, n. Soilless culture, art of 
growing plants without soil, in water 
impregnated with chemicals, [hydro-, 

Gk ponos labour ] 
hyd'ropsy, n. (arch, or med.). Dropsy. 

[ME, f. OF ydrerpisie f. med. L hydropisia 
(for L -sis) f. Gk hudrops (hudor water) ] 

hydrostatic, a. & n. 1. Of the equili¬ 
brium of liquids & the pressure exerted 
by liquids at rest; ~ paradox, principle 
that any quantity of a perfect liquid, 
however small, may bo made to balance 
any other quantity; — press (also hydrau¬ 
lic, Bramah’s, press), machine in which 
pressure of a body of water is multiplied 
by transmission from small to larger 
cylinder. 2. n. pi. Branch of mechanics 
concerned with the pressure & equili¬ 
brium of liquids at rest. Hence ~al a., 
~alLY2 adv. [17th c., f. Gk hudrostales ~ 
balance (hydro-, static)) 

hyd'rous, a. (cbem., mineral.). Contain¬ 
ing water, [f. Gk hudor water +-ous ] 

hydrox'ide, n. (chem.). Compound of 
element or radical with hydrogen & 
oxygen, not with water, [hydro- + oxide ] 

hyen'a, hyaen'a, n. Carnivorous quad¬ 
ruped allied to dog tribe; striped ~, 
variety whose howl is compared to 
fiendish laughter; cruel, treacherous, or 
rapacious person; Tasmanian tiger; — 
-dog, S.-African canine quadruped like~. 
[L \-ae-) f. Gk huaina fem. f. hits pig] 

hyeto-, comb, form of Gk huetos rain, as 
~graphy (-<3g-), mapping of rainfall, 
—meter (-dm-), rain-gauge. 

Hygei'a (-j o'a), n. Goddess of health; 
health personified. Hence hygei'AN 
(-je'an) a. [f. Gk Hugeia late ioiHugieia 
(hugies healthy)] 

hy'gi|ene (or -jen), n. Principles of health; 
sanitary science. Hence —en'ic(AL) aa., 
~en'icalLY2 adv., —en'ics, ~eniST, nn., 
(or -jen-). [f. F hygiene f. Gk hugieine 
(tekhne art) of health, f. hugies healthy] 

hygro-, comb, form of Gk hugros wet, fluid, 
as: hyg'rodeik (-dik), form of —meter; 
~logy (-01-), study of the humidity of 
atmosphere etc.; ~meter (-dm-), instru¬ 
ment for measuring humidity of air or 
gas; —mIt'ric, ~metry (-dm-), concerned 
with, measurement of, humidity; hyg'ro- 
scope, instrument indicating but not 
measuring humidity of air; —seop'ic, of 
the —scope, (of bodies) tending to absorb 
moisture. 

Hyk'sSs (-z), n. pi. The shepherd kings of 
Egypt (about 2000 B.C.). [GkHuksos] 

hyl'ic, a. Of matter, material, [f. LL f. 
Gk hulikos (hule matter, see -ic)] 

hylo-, comb, form of Gk hide matter, as: 
~tnorph'ism, doctrine that primordial 
matter is first cause of the universe; 
hyl'otheism, doctrine that God & matter 
are identical; hyl'atheist, ~thets'tic, holder 
of, concerned with, this doctrine; ~zo'ism, 
~zoist(ic), ~zd'ic, materialism, -ist(ic). 

Hym'en1, n. (Gk & Rom. Myth.). God of 
marriage. Sohymene'Aia., hymene'al- 
ly2 adv. [L, f. Gk Humen] 

hym'en2, n. (anat.). Virginal membrane, 
stretched across external orifice of vagina, 
[f. LL f. Gk humen membrane] 

hymen|o-, comb, form of Gk humen mem¬ 
brane, as ~ dp'ter a n. pi., large order of 
insects with four membranous wings, so 
~6p'teral, ~dp'terous, aa. 

hymn (him), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Song of 
praise to God, esp. metrical composition 
sung in religious service; song of praise in 
honour of a god or other exalted being; 
~-book (of ~s). 2. v.t. Praise (God etc.) 
in ~s, express (praise etc.) in ~; (v.i.) 
sing~s. Hence hym'nic a., hym'niST n. 
[ME ymne etc. f. OF ymne f. L f. Gk 
humnos; OE dir. f. L ] 

hym'n|al, a. & n. Of hymns; (n.) hymn- 
-book, so ~ary1 n. [n. 15th c. f. med. L 
hymnale (prec. 4--al)] 

hym'nodjy, n. Singing of hymns; com¬ 
position of hymns, whence —1ST n.; 
hymns collectively, [f. med. L f. Gk 
humnodia (humnos hymn + ode song, 
ODE)] 

hymndg'rapher, n. Composer of hymns, 
[f. LL f. Gk humnographos (as prec., see 
-GRAPHER)] 

hymnol'ogly, n. Composition, study of, 
hymns; hymns collectively. So hymno- 
16'glC a.,—1ST n. [HYMN +-0- +-LOGY] 

hy'oid a. & n. (anat.). 1. — bone, tongue- 
-bone between chin & thyroid cartilage; 
pertaining to this. 2. n. — bone. [f. F 
hyoide f. Gk huoeidcs shaped like letter U] 

hyoscy'amlne, hy'oscine, nn. Alkaloids 
contained in henbane & used in medicine. 
[L, f. Gk huoskuamos henbane (hus huos 
pig, kuamos bean), -ine5] 

hyp. See btp3. 
hypaeth'ral, -peth'ral, a. Open to the 
sky, roofless (orig. of Gk temples); open- 
-air. [f. L f. Gk hupaithros (aithcr air, see 
HYPO-)] 
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hypall'age, n. (gram.). Reversal of 
natural relations of two elements in a 
proposition (e.g. apply the wound to water 
for apply water to the wound). [LL, f. Gk 
hupallage (allasso exchange, see hypo-)] 

hyper-, pref. = Gk huper in senses ‘ over 
‘ above ‘ exceeding ‘ excessive 

hyperaesth | es'ia, n. (Path.) morbid 
sensitiveness of nerves; excessive sensi¬ 
bility. So —et'ic (-St-) a. [hyper- -f- Gk 
-aisthesia f. aisthanomai perceive] 

hypftb'aton, n. Inversion of normal 
order of words, esp. for sake of emphasis. 
[L, f. Gk huperbaton (baino step, see 
hyper-) ] 

hyperb'ola, n. (geom.). Curve produced 
when cone is cut by plane making larger 
angle with base than side of cone makes 
(cf. ellipse). Honce hyperbol'ic a. [mod. 
L, f. Gk huperbole f. huperballo exceed 
(ballo throw, see HYrKR-)] 

hyperb'ol|e, n. (rhet.). Exaggerated 
statement not meant to be taken literally. 
Hence hyperbol'iCAL a., hyperbol'ical- 
ly2 adv., —ism, —ist, nn. [L, as prec.] 

hyperb<5r'6an, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of 
the extreme north of the earth or (colloq.) 
of a country; (Gk Myth.) one of a race 
living in land of sunshine & plenty be¬ 
yond north wind. [f. LL hyperboreanus 
(L -boreus) f. Gk huperboreos (Boreas 
north wind, see hyper-)] 

hypercatalec'tic, a. (pros.). (Of verse) 
having extra syllable after last complete 
dipody. [f. LL n\l'ERicalalecticus cata¬ 

leptic)] 

hypercrit'ic|al, a. Too critical, esp. of 
small faults. Hence —alLY2 adv., —ism n., 
—ize v.t. & i. [f. mod. L hypercriiicus 
(HYPER-, CRITICAL)] 

hypermgt'ric(al), aa. (Of verse) having a 
redundant syllable; (of syllable) redun¬ 
dant. [f. Gk hypermetros (metron metre, 
HYPER-) ] 

hypermetrlop'ia, n. Morbidly long sight. 
Hence — op'ic a. [as prec. + Gk ops eye 
4--ia -y 1 ] 

hyperphys'Ical (-z-), a. Supernatural. 
[HYPER-] 

hyp'ersthene, n. Orthorhombic rock- 
-forming mineral of the pyroxene group. 
[f. F HYPER(s(tee f. Gk sthenos strength, 

from its hardness)] 

hyperten's|ion (-shn), n. Abnormally 
high blood pressure. So —ive a. [hyper- 

-f TENSION ] 

hyp€H'roph|y, n. Enlargement (of organ 
etc.) due to excessive nutrition. Hence or 
cogn. hypertroph'ic, —iED2 (-Id), aa. 
[hyper- + Gk -trophia nourishment f. 
trepho] 

hypethral. See hypaethral. 

hyph'en, n., & v.t. 1. Sign (-) used to join 
two words together, to join separated 
syllables of word broken at end of line, 
or to divide word into parts; short pause 
between syllables in speaking. 2. v. t. Join 
(words) with —, write (compound word) 

hypocoristic 

with —. [LL, f. Gk huphen together (hupo 
under + hen one) ] 

hyph'enate, v.t. = prec. vb (—d Ameri¬ 
cans, German-Americans, Irish-Ameri¬ 
cans, etc.), [prec., -ate3] 

hypno- (bef. vowel hypn-), comb, form of 
Gk hupnos sleep, as : ~gen'esis, ~genit'ic, 
induction of, inducing, the hypnotic 
state; — logy (-ol-), science of the pheno¬ 
mena of sleep. 

hypnos'is, n. (pi. -oses). Artificially pro¬ 
duced sleep; hypnotic state, [f. Gk 
hupnoo make sleep, -osis] 

hypndt'ic, a. & n. 1. Of, producing, hyp¬ 
notism. 2. n. Thing that produces sleep; 
person under influence of hypnotism, 
[f. F hypnotique f. LL f. Gk hupnolikos 
(as prec., see -otic)] 

hyp'not|ism, n. (Artificial production of) 
a state resembling deep sleep, in which 
the subject acts only on external sug¬ 
gestion. So —ist n., —ize v.t. [f. prec. 
+ -ISM ] 

hyp'o, n. (pbotog.). The salt formerly 
called hyposulphite, now thiosulphate, 
of soda, used in fixing, [abbr. ] 

hypo-, pref. (bef. vowel hyp-) = Gk hupo 
under, below, slightly; (Cbem.) form¬ 
ing names of oxygen compounds lower 
in the series than those with the simple 
name. Exx.: hfip'oblast, inner layer of 
cells in blastoderm; -~bran'chial (-ngk-), 
situated under the gills; ~cyc'loid, curve 
traced by point in circumference of circle 
rolling round interior circumference of 
another circle; ~gas’trium, lowest region 
of abdomen; ~ge'al, ~ge'an, aa., under¬ 
ground; hyp'ogene, (of rocks) formed 
under the surface; -~gc'um, pi. — gea, 
underground chamber; ~gloss’al (nerve), 
motor nerve of tongue; ~gynous (-6j-) 
(Bot.), situated below pistils or ovary; 
hyp'onasty (Bot.), tendency in plant- 
-organs to grow more rapidly on under 
side; ~phds'phile, salt of hypophosphor- 
ous acid; hgp'ostyle, (hall etc.) with roof 
supported on pillars; ~trachd’ium (-ke-), 
lower part of capital of column, 

h^p'oeaust, n. (Rom. Ant.). Hollow 
space under floor in which heat from 
furnace was accumulated for heating 
house or bath. [f. L f. Gk hupokavston 
place heated from below (kaio, kau-, 
burn, see prec.)] 

hypochon'dr|!a (-k-), n. Morbid depres¬ 
sion either apparently causeless or due to 
(unnecessary) anxiety about health. So 
—I'asis n. [f. LL f. Gk (ta) hupokhondria 
soft parts of body below costal cartilages 
(khondros cartilage, see hypo-)] 

hypochon'drliac (-k-), a. & n. 1. Of, 
affected by, hypochondria. 2. n. —iac 
person. Hence —i'acAL a., — FacalLY’2 
adv. [f. F hypochondriaque f. med. L f. 
Gk hupokhoixdriakos (as prec., see -AC)] 

hypocoris'tic, a. (gram.). Of the nature 
of a pet-name. [f. Gk hupokoristikos 
(hupokorizomai play the child)] 
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hypoc'risy, n. Simulation of virtue or 
goodness; dissimulation, pretence. [ME, 
f. OF ypocrisie f. eccl. L f. Gk hupokrisis 
lit. acting of a part f. hupokrinomai (hupo- 
hypo-+krino decide, judge)] 

hyp'ocrite, n. Person guilty of hypocrisy; 
dissembler, pretender. So hypocrit'lCAL 
a., hypocrit'icalLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
ypocrite f. eccl. L (-la) f. Gk hupokrites 
actor (as prec.)] 

hypod£km'|ic, a. & n. 1. (Med., of drugs 
etc.) introduced beneath the skin, as ~ic 
injeclion; —ic needle, syringe, for ~ic 
injection; (Anat.) lying under the skin. 
2. n. ~ie injection, syringe. Hence 
—'ICally adv. [f. hypo- + Gk derma skin 
+ -ic] 

hypos'tas|is, n. (pl.~es, pr. -ez). l.(med-). 
Excess of blood in organs of body. 2. 
(metaphys.). Underlying substance, opp. 
to attributes or to what is unsubstantial. 
3. (tbeol.). Personality (of Christ), person 
(of the Godhead). So hypostat'ic(AL)aa., 
hypostat'icali.Y2 adv., ~ize(3), hy- 
pos'tatiZE(3), vv.t. (metaphys.). [f. LL 
f. Gk hupostasis (hupo- hypo- + stasis 
standing, state)] 

hypoten'slion (-shn), n. Low blood 
pressure. So ~ive a. [hypo- -}-tension] 

hypot'enuse, n. Side opposite right angle 
of triangle, [f. L f. Gk hupoteinousa 
(gramme) subtending line (hupo- hypo- 4- 
teino stretch); also (improp.) -thenuse] 

hyp'othec, n. (Rom. & Sc. Law). Security 
established by law over thing belonging 
to debtor. So hypoth'ecARY1 a. [f. F 
hypotheque or LL f. Gk hupotheke] 

hypdth'ecjate, v.t. Pledge, mortgage. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [f. med. L hypothecare 
(as prec.), see -ate3] 

hypoth'esis, n. (pi. -theses). Supposition 
made as basis for reasoning, without 
assumption of its truth, or as starting- 
-point for investigation; groundless as¬ 
sumption. So hypothet'ic(AL) aa., hypo- 
thet'icalLY2 adv. [f. LL f. Gk hupothesis 
foundation] 

hypoth'esize, -ise (-iz), v.i. & t. Frame 
a hypothesis; (trans.) assume, [f. prec. 
+ -IZE] 

hypso-, comb, form of Gk hupsos height, 
as; ~graphy (-og-), department of geo¬ 
graphy dealing with altitudes; ~meter 
(-6m-), ~m6t'ric(aZ), ~metry (-6m-), instru¬ 
ment for, concerned with, science of, 
measuring altitudes. 

Hyr'ax, n. Genus of small rabbit-like 
mammals, including Syrian rock-rabbit 
and S.-Afr. rock-badger, [f. Gk hurax 
shrew-mouse] 

hys'on, n. Kind of green tea from China. 
[f. Chin, hsi-ch'un lit. bright spring] 

|| hy-spy, I spy, n. Kind of hide-&-seek. 
hyss'op, n. Small bushy aromatic herb, 
formerly used medicinally; (Bibl.) plant 
whose twigs were used for sprinkling in 
Jewish rites, bunch of this used in puri¬ 
fication. [ME ysope f. OF f. L f. Gk 

—lac 

hyssopos, of Semitic orig.; h- f. 16th c.; 
OE dir. f. L] 

hysteres'is, n. (pbys.). Lagging of mag¬ 
netic induction behind the magnetizing 
force, [f. Gk lmsteresis (hvsteros coming 
after)] 

hyster'ia, n. Functional disturbance of 
nervous system (esp. of women), charac¬ 
terized by anaesthesia, convulsions, etc., 
& usu. attended with disturbance of 
moral & intellectual faculties (formerly 
thought to be due to disturbance of 
womb); morbid excitement, [mod. medi¬ 
cal L, on foil.] 

hyste'ric, a. & n. 1. = foil. 2. n. pi. 
Hysterical fits or convulsions, [f. L f. Gk 
hnsterikos of the womb (hustera, see -ic) ] 

hyste'rical, a. Of, affected with, hysteria; 
morbidly emotional. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[as prec. + -al] 

hystero-, comb, form of Gk hustera womb, 
as; ~g6n'ic, ~geny (-0j-), productive, 
production, of hysteria ; ~logy (-61-), 
treatise on the uterus; ~t(/my (-6t-), 
operation of cutting into the uterus. 

Jiys'teron prdt’er&n, n. (Gram.) figure 
of speech in which what should come last 
is put first; inversion of natural order. 
[LL, f. Gk hvsteron proteron latter (put in 
place of) former ] 

I 
I1, i, (i), letter (pi. Is, I’s). As Roman 
numeral I or i = 1, as i 1, ii 2, iii 3, iv 
(rarely iiii) 4, vi 6, viii 8, ix (rarely viiii) 9, 
xi 11, xiv 14, li 51, cii 102, miv 1,004. 

I2 (i), pron. & n. Subjective case of 1st pers. 
pron. (objectiveme, poss. my; pi. xve, obj. 
vs, poss. our); (n., metaphys.) the I, the 
ego, subject or object of self-conscious¬ 
ness. [OE ic, OS ik, OHG ih, ON ek, 
Goth, ik, cogn. w. L, Gk ego] 

-i, suf. forming pi. of L nn. in -us & -er 
of 2nd decl. & of Ital. wds in -o, -e; re¬ 
tained in E in wds of scientific or learned 
use, as cirri, foci, dilettanti, literati; also 
freq. in mod. L names of groups or orders 
in Nat. Hist., as acanthoplerygii, acro- 
carpi. 

-i-, connecting vowel in L, being stem- 
-vowel, as in omnivorus, weakened repre¬ 
sentative of this, as in herbivorus (lierba-), 
granivorus (grano-), or merely connective, 
as in graminivorus (gramin-); so in E wds 
f. L or thr. F, & in mod. wds formed on L 
models, as hydriform, setiform. Cf. -0-. 

-ia1, suf., f. L & Gk -ia, forming abstract 
nn. etc., a,s hydrophobia, mania, militia; 
freq. in mod. L terms of pathology 
(cephalalgia, hysteria); of hot. (classes, 
as Cryptogamia, & personal names, as 
dahlia, fuchsia); in name of countries, 
as Australia; & in names of alkaloids, 
as morphia, strychnia, (in more recent 
nomenclature -ine). F -ie f. -ia gives 
-Y1. 
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-ia2, suf. forming pi. of Gk nn. in -ion & 
L nn. in -iurn, as paraphernalia, regalia; 
freq. in mod. L names of classes etc. in 
zool., as mammalia, rcptilia. 

-ial, suf. repr. L -ialis, in adjj. f. n. -stems 
in -io-, -ia-, as curialis, tibialis-, much 
used in med. L, F, & E, to form adjj. f. 
L adjj. in -is & -ius, as celestial, dicta¬ 
torial (L -tis, -rius). Cf. -al. 

i'amb.n. = iambus, jAnglicizedf.iambus] 

lam'bic, a. & n. (pros.). Of, containing, 
based on, iambuses; (n.) ~ verse, [f. F 
iambique or LL f. Gk iambikos (as foil., see 

_-ic)l 
iam'bus, n. (pi. -buses, -bi). Tlie metrical 
foot w_. [L, f. Gk iambos iambus, lam¬ 
poon (iapto assail)] 

-ian, suf. of aa. & nn. = L -anus -ah added 
to stems in -i-, as Italian, Virgilian, or w. 
connective -i-, as Christian; esp. forming 
aa. on proper names, as Addisonian, 
Bostonian, (va.rying in place-names with 
-er, as Londoner, Sc often added to Latin¬ 
ized stems, as Mancunian, Glaswegian, 
Oxonian, Liverpudlian). 

Iber'ian (i-), a. & n. 1. Of ancient Iberia; 
of Spain & Portugal as one country. 2. n. 
Inhabitant, language, of ancient Iberia. 
[f. L Iberia, f. Gk Ibexes Spaniards + -an] 

ib'ex, n. (pi. ~es). Wild goat of Alps & 
Apennines, with large recurved horns. [L) 

ibid.'8m, adv. In the same book, chapter, 
passage, etc. (a-bbr. ib., ibid..). [L ] 

Ib'is, n. (pi. ~es). Stork-like bird with long 
curved bill found in lakes & swamps of 
warm climates; Sacred J~, kind vener¬ 
ated by ancient Egyptians. [L f. Gk] 

-ible, suf. f. L -ibilis, i.e. -bilis -ble as 
appended to p.p. stems, 3rd conj. vbs, & 
some 2nd conj. (terrible), or f. L -ibilis 
(-bilis with 4th conj.); also in mod. forma¬ 
tions, as avertible. Displaced by -able in 
many wds taken thr. F or formed really 
or apparently on E vbs. Meaning: * that 
can be —d ’. 

-ic, suf. 1. In adjj., immed. repr. F -ique, 
f. L -icus (= Gk -ikos) in wds of L forma¬ 
tion as classicus, publievs, or in L adop- 
tives f. Gk, as gramntatirus, poeticus. 
Later E adjj. in -ic are direct f. Gk, or on 
Gk elements, or (esp. scientific terms) on 
wds f. L or other langg., as carbonic, 
Byronic. (Chem.) -ic in names of oxygen 
acids etc. indicates higher degree of oxida¬ 
tion than -ous, as in chloric, sulphuric. 
2. Gk adjj. in -ikos were used as nn. in 
3 ways: in masc. sing., as kritikos man 
able to discern, critic; in fern, sing., as 
nwusike (tekhne) art of the. muses, music; 
in neut. pi., as ta oikonomika things per¬ 
taining to management, economics. In L 
the last two both became -ica, whence 
much fluctuation in med. L as to gram¬ 
matical treatment. The Rom. langg. usu. 
bad fern. sing, for names of arts & sciences, 
but F occas. had pi., as lesmathimatiques. 
E wds before 1500 were sing., as still 
arithmetic, music, magic, logic, rhetoric-. 
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later, -ics became usu. lorm for names of 
sciences, as acoustics, conies, dynamics, 
(treated as sing.), & of practical matters, 
as athletics, politics, tactics, (pi.). Besides 
this spec, use, other adjj. in -ic become 
nn., as epic, emetic, cosmetic, rustic, 
mechanic. 

-ical, suf. (-ic + -al) forming adjj. f. nn., as 
musical, or more commonly secondary 
adjj. f. adjj. as comical, historical. Many 
adjj. have both the -ic & -ical form, often 
with distinction in meaning (see -al). 

-ically, suf. (-ical-f-LY2) forming advv. 
corr. to adjj. in -ic, -ical, adw. in -icly, as 
publicly, politicly, being rare. 

Ice1, n. 1. Frozen water; dry ~, frozen 
carbon dioxide; break the ~, (fig.) make a 
beginning, break through reserve or stiff¬ 
ness; cut2 tw ~; on thin ~ (fig.), on 
dangerous ground; (w. pi.) frozen con¬ 
fection, ~-cream, water-~. 2. ~-agc, 
glacial period; ~-ccce (used by Alpine 
climbers for cutting steps); blink, 
luminous appearance on horizon, caused 
by reflexion from ~; —boat, boat 
mounted on runners for travelling on ~, 
(also ~-breaker) boat used for breaking ~ 
on river etc.; *~'box, refrigerator; ~- 
-cream., flavoured cream or custard con¬ 
gealed in freezing-mixture; coco-nut etc. 
~, slabs of sugar flavoured with coco-nut 
etc.; steep part of glacier like 
frozen waterfall; ~-field, expanse of ~, 
esp. in Polar regions; ~-/oo(, belt of ~ 
along coast in Arctic regions; ~-hockey 
(played on skates); —house, building 
often partly or wholly underground for 
storing ~; ~'man, man skilled in travers¬ 
ing ~, (also) maker of ~s; (—Jpack1; 
~-pick, stiletto for splitting up table ~; 
~-plant (with leaves covered with watery 
vesicles looking like—specks)pudding, 
a frozen confection; ~-nm, artificial 
tobogganing track of ~; ~-irooZ (glossy 
kind used in crochet etc.). TOE is, OLG, 
OHG is, ON iss f. Gmc *isa-] 

ice2, v.t. & i. Freeze; cover (as) with ice; 
cool (wine) in ice; cover (cake etc.) with 
concretion of sugar; become covered with 
ice, freeze up. [f. prec.] 

-ice, suf., OF, f. L -itia in abstract nn. (jus¬ 
tice, avarice, malice, notice, & F formations 
cowardice, jaundice) & f. L -itius, -itium, 
(novice, precipice, service). But E -ice lias 
freq. diff. orig., as in apprentice, bodice, 
practice, where -ice is partly due to assixn. 
See -ise2. 

ice'bdrg (is'b-), n. Huge floating mass of 
ice, detached portion of glacier carried 
out to sea; (fig.) unemotional or cold¬ 
blooded person, [prob. f. Du. ijsberg (ijs 
ice +berg hill)] 

Ice'land (is'l-), n. Large island between 
Norway and Greenland; ~ lichen, moss, 
edible species; ~ poppy, yellow Arctic 
poppy; ~ spar, transparent variety of 
calcite. Ilcnce ~er1(4) n. [ME, f. ON 
Island (iss ice -f land1)] 
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Icelan'dic (isl-), a. & n. (Language) of 
Iceland. [ -ic ] 

Ich'abod (Ik-), n. (As exclamation of re¬ 
gret = ) tbe glory has departed. [Heb., 
see 1 Savi. iv. 21 ] 

ichneum'on ( k-), n. 1. Small brown 
weasel-like quadruped allied to mongoose, 
noted for destroying crocodiles’ eggs. 2. 
(Also —fly) small parasitic hymenopterous 
insect depositing eggs in or on larva of 
another insect. [L, f. Gk ikhneumon 
spider-hunting wasp f. ikhneuo track 
(ikhnos)] 

ichno- (Ik-) in comb. = Gk ikhnos track, 
trace, as: ~graph'ic(al), —graphy (-6gi), 
(of) the drawing of ground-plans; —lite 
(Ik1), fossil footprint (also ichnite, pr. 
ik'nit); —logy (-01-), study of fossil foot¬ 
prints. 

ich'dr (Ik-), n. (Gk Myth.) fluid flowing 
like blood in veins of gods; (Path.) watery 
acrid discharge from wounds etc. Hence 
~ous (Ik'or-) a. [Gk ikhor] 

ichthyo- (Ik-) in comb. (bef. vowel 
ichthy-) = Gk ikhthus fish, as: —grapher, 
—graphy, (-bg1), writer on, description of, 
fishes; —latry (-51-), worship of a fish-god; 
—lite (Ik1), fossil fish ; —logy (-611), study of 
fishes, whence —lo'gical, —logisl (-01-); 
—phagi, —phagist, (-bf1), flsh-eater(s); 
—phagous (-bf1), fish-eating; ichthyo?'nis, 
extinct genus of toothed birds. 

Ich'thyoid (-k-), a. & n. Fish-like; (n.) 
vertebrate of fish type, [as prec. + -0ID] 

ichthyosaur'us (-k-), n. Extinct marine 
animal with large head, tapering body, 
four paddles, & long tail, [ichthyo- + Gk 
saairos lizard] 

iclithylos'is ( k-), n. Disease in which 
epidermis becomes dry & horny. So 
~ot'ic (-0t-) a. [f. Gk ikhthus fish +-osis] 

-ician (-Ishn), suf. (= F -icien), spec, form 
of -ian (ME & F -ien) added to names of 
arts or sciences in -ic(s) to form personal 
designations (= one skilled in or con¬ 
cerned with), as arithmetician, logician, 
optician, politician; occas. used when 
there is no corresp. n. (& even no adj.) in 
-ic, as algebrieian, mortician. 

I'cicle, n. Tapering ice-formation, pro¬ 
duced by freezing of successive drops 
trickling from the point of attachment. 
[ME (f. Scand., cf. MSw. isikil) f. ice + 
(dial.) ickle ( = OE gicel, ON jQkull ~); 
repl. OE ’’isgicel (cf. MLG isjokel)] 

I'csng, n. In vbl senses of ice2, esp.: sugar 
etc. coating of cake etc.; formation of 
ice on aircraft. [-ING1] 

ic'kle, a. (nursery). Little, 
ic'on, n. Image, statue; (Eastern Church) 
painting, mosaic, etc., of sacred person¬ 
age, itself regarded as sacred. [L, f. Gk 
eikon image ] 

Icon'ic, a. Of (the nature of) an image or 
portrait; (of statues) following a con¬ 
ventional type. [f. L f. Gk eikonikos (as 
prec., see -ic)] 

Icono- in comb. = Gk eikon image, as: 

—graphy (-bg1), illustration of subject by 
drawings or figures, book whose essence is 
pictures, treatise on pictures or statuary, 
study of portraits esp. of an individual; 
so —grapher (-bg1), —graph'ic; ’—later, 
—latry, (-01-), worshipper, worship, of 
images; ~logy (-ol-), study of icons (in 
any sense); —machy (-bm'oki), war 
against use of images in connexion with 
worship; ~stasis (-os1), (Eastern Church) 
screen separating sanctuary from main 
body of church, & on which icons are 
placed. 

icon'oclasm, n. Breaking of images (lit. 
& fig.), [prec.+Gk klasrna (klao break, 
-M)] 

Icon'oclast, n. Breaker of images, esp. 
one who took part in movement in 8th & 
9th cc. against use of images in religious 
worship in churches of the East; (fig.) 
one who assails cherished beliefs. Hence 
~ic (-as1) a. [f. med. L f. Gk eikonoklastes 
(eikon icon + klastes f. klao break)] 

iconom'eter, n. (Photog.) direct-vision 
view-finder (either fixed to camera, or de¬ 
tached & adjustable for various lenses 
& sizes of plate); (Surv.) optical instru¬ 
ment for ascertaining size or distance of 
an object, [icono- + -meter] 

xc'osahed'ron (-o-h-), n. Solid contained 
by twenty plane faces, [f. Gk eikosaedron 
(eikosi twenty -f hedra base)] 

-ics. See -ic(2). 
ic'tus, n. (pros.). Ithythmical or metrical 
stress. [L, = blow, f. icere strike] 

I'cy, a. Abounding in, covered with, ice; 
very cold (lit., & fig. as ~ manners). Hence 
I'cIly2 adv., i'ciNESS n. [-Y2] 

id, n. (Biol.) a unit of germ-plasm or 
idioplasm; (Psycho-anal.) the instinctive 
impulses of the individual, [first sense, 
abbr. idioplasm ; second, f. L id that] 

-id1, suf. repr. F -ide f. L -idus, which 
forms adjj. chiefly f. vbs w. -e- stems, as 
timidus timid f. limere, but also f. vbs w. 
-i- or consonant stem, as rapidus rapid f. 
rapire, & f. nn., as morbidus morbid f. 
morbus. Earlier E wds come tlir. F, others 
f. L direct. 

-id2, suf. of nn. (= F -ide) f. L f. Gk -id- 
(nom. -is), as chrysalid, pyramid. In bot., 
amaryllid, orchid, etc., should denote 
plants amaryllis, orchis, etc., but in fact 
denote members of the family of which 
these are typical genera (Amaryllideae, 
Orchidaceae). 

-id3, suf. of nn. & aa. (zool.). 1. f. L names 
of families in -idae pi. of -ides f. Gk -ides 
son of, as Seleucid, member of the dynasty 
founded by Seleucus. 2. f. L names of 
classes in -ida taken as neut. pi. of -ides 
(= Gk -ides), as Arachnid, member of the 
class Arachnida. 3. (Astron.) applied to 
groups or showers of meteors radiating 
from a constellation, after which they 
are named, as Leonid. 

-id4, suf. Early spelling of -IDE, now 

chiefly U.S. 
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lde, n. Fish allied to carp. [f. Swed. id] 
-ide, suf. (chem.) forming names of simple 
compounds of an element with another 
element or radical, the suf. -ide being 
added to the name (usu. abbrev.) of the 
more electro-negative element, as sodium 
chloride, carbon sulphide, calcium carbide; 
first used in oxide from oxygen. 

lde'a (or -ia), n. 1. Archetype, pattern, as 
distinguished from its realization in in¬ 
dividuals; (Platonic) eternally existing 
pattern of which individual things in any 
class are imperfect copies. 2. Conception, 
plan, of thing to be aimed at, created, 
etc.; plan of action. 3. Notion conceived 
by the mind; way of thinking (the young 

the child’s mind); vague belief, fancy, 
as the ~ of his doing such a thing, I had no 
~ you were there. 4. (Descartes, Locke) 
immediate object of thought or mental 
perception; (Kant) conception of reason 
transcending all experience. 5. Man of 
~s, resourceful person; *lhe big ~, 
scheme, proposal (usu. ironical: what’s 
the big ~ what folly have you in mind?). 
Hence ~’d, ~ed2, (-Pad), ~less (-Pal-), aa. 
[L f. Gk, = form, kind, f. id- see] 

ide'al, a. & n. 1. Answering to one’s 
highest conception; embodying an idea; 
existing only in idea; visionary; relating 
to, consisting of, (Platonic) ideas. 2. n. 
Perfect type; actual thing as standard for 
imitation. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. F id6al 
f. LL idealis (as prec., see -al)] 

ide'aljism, n. Representation of things 
in ideal form, imaginative treatment, 
practice of forming or following after 
ideals, (cf. realism), so ~Iza'tion n., ~ize 

v.t. & i.; (Philos.) system of thought in 
which the object of external perception is 
held to consist of ideas (cf. realism). So 
~ist n.,~is'tic a. [-ism] 

ideal'lty, n. Quality of being ideal; 
(Phrenol.) imaginative faculty. [ -ity ] 

ide'ate, v.t. & i. Imagine, conceive; 
form ideas. Hence ideA'TioN n., idea- 
tionAL (-shon ) a. [f. idea +-ate 3] 

idee fi re (edafeks'), n. Idea that dominates 
the mind, monomania. [F, lit. fixed idea] 

id'6m, n. or adv. (abbr. id.). (In) the same 
author (I-); the same word (I-); idem quod 
(abbr. i.q.), the same as. [L] 

lden'tlc, a. (Diplom.)~ note, simultaneous 
& uniformly worded expression of opinion 
from several powers to another; = foil. 
[f. med. L identicus (cf. identity)] 

identical, a. (Of one thing viewed at 
different times) the very same; (of 
different things) agreeing in every detail 
(with); (of twins) developed from a single 
fertilized ovum; (Logic, Math.) expressing 
an identity (~ proposition, of the type 
Man is man). Hence~ly2 adv. [-AL] 

iden'ti|fy, v.t. Treat (thing) as identical 
( with); associate oneself inseparably with 
(party, policy, etc.); establish identity of. 
Hence ~fiABLE a., ~fica'tion n. (~fixation 
or ~ty disc, of rubber or metal worn by 

idle 

soldier etc. on active service & bearing 

his name etc.), [f. med. L identificare (aa 

folk, see -fy)] 

lden'tity, n. Absolute sameness; indivi¬ 
duality, personality, (~ disc, see prec.); 
(Alg.) equality of two expressions for all 
values of the literal quantities, expression 
of this, e.g. (x + 1)2 = x2+2x + l. [f. LL 
identitas, irreg. f. idem same (see -ty)] 

id'eo-, comb, form of Gk idea idea, as: 
'-gram, '—graph, character symbolizing 
the idea of a thing without expressing its 
name (e.g. Chinese characters), whence 

graph'ic(al), —graphy (-5g-). 

idedl'ogy, n. Science of ideas; visionary 
speculation; mannor of thinking charac¬ 
teristic of a class or individual, ideas at 
the basis of some economic or political 
theory or system, as Fascist, Nazi, So 
Ideolo'giCAL a., ideol'ogisr n., id'eo- 
looue (-16g) n., theorist, visionary, (f. F 
idiologie (prec., -logy)] 

ides (idz), n. pi. (Rom. Ant.). Eighth day 
after nones (15tli of March, May, July, 
October, 13th of other months). [OF, f. L 
Idas] 

id 6st (abbr. i.e.). That is to say. [L ] 
id'iocy, n. Extreme mental imbecility. 

[16th c., irreg. f. idiot + -cy, after hypo¬ 
crite, -isy etc. ] 

id'lom, n. Language of a people or 
country; specific character of this; form 
of expression peculiar to a language, 
peculiarity, [f. F idiome or LL f. Gk 
idioma -matos (idioomai make one’s own 
f. idios, see -M)j 

idiomat'lic, a. Characteristic of a parti¬ 
cular language; relating to or conforming 
to idiom. Hence ~ically adv. [f. F 
(prec., -ic)] 

idiop'athy, n. (path.). Disease not pre¬ 
ceded or occasioned by another. Hence 
idiopath'ic a., idiopath'iCALLY adv. [f. 
Gk idiopatheia (idios own, see -pathy)] 

id'loplasm, n. (biol.). Portion of plasm 
that determines an organism’s nature. 
[Gk idios own, plasm ] 

idlosync'rasy, n. Mental constitution, 
view, feeling, peculiar to a person; mode 
of expression peculiar to an author; 
(Med.) physical constitution peculiar to 
a person. So idiosyncratic a. [f. Gk 
idiosuglcrasia (idios own + sun together + 
krasis mixture f. kerannumi mix)] 

id'iot, n. Person so deficient in mind as 
to be permanently incapable of rational 
conduct; utter fool; ~-stitch, tricot- 

-stitch (the easiest in crochet work). So 
idiotic a., idiot'iCALLY adv. [ME, f. OF 
f. L (-to) f. Gk idiotes private person, ‘ lay¬ 
man ’, ignorant person, f. idios own, 
private] 

l'dle, a. (-er, -est), & v.i. & t. 1. (Of action, 
thought, word) ineffective, worthless, 
vain; groundless; useless; unoccupied; 
lazy, indolent; ~ wheel or~r, safety wheel 
coming into operation in case of break¬ 
down, (also) intermediate wheel between 
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two geared wheels. 2. v.i. Be ~; (of 
motor-car, aero, etc., engine) revolve 
slowly with throttle nearly closed; (v.t.) 
pass (time etc.) au-ay in ~ness. Hence 
■—'NESS (i'dln-), id'lER1, nn., id'LY2 adv. 
[OE vie.I, OS vied, OHG ital] 

ld'lesse, n. Idleness. [pseudo-arch.. 
-ESS2] 

Ido (ed'o), n. An artificial universal lan¬ 
guage based on Esperanto. [= offspring 
(in Ido)] 

id'ol, n. Image of deity used as object 
of worship; false god; person, thing, 
that is the object of excessive devotion; 
phantom; (Logic) false mental concep¬ 
tion, ~s of the trWe, cave, market, theatre, 
(L idola tribus, specus, fori, thealri), four 
classes of fallacies (Bacon, Nov. Org. I. 
xxxix) referable respectively to limita¬ 
tions of human mind, prejudices of idio¬ 
syncrasy, influence of words, philosophi¬ 
cal & logical prepossessions. [ME ydele, 
ydole f. OF f. L f. Gk eidolon phantom 
(eidos form)] 

idoi'atjer, n. Worshipper of idols'; de¬ 
voted admirer (of). So ~rESS1, ~rY2 

(honour one on this side ~ry, short of 
making a god of him), nn., ~rous a., 
~rousLY2 adv. [(1) ME idolairer f. OF+ 
-er1, or f. idolatry +-er 1; (2) 16th c. 

idolater alt. f. (1), or f. OF idolatre (-aslre) 
f. Bom. *Ulolatra f. LL f. Gk eidololalres 
(IDOL, -LATHY)] 

id'olizle, -is]e (-iz), v.t. & i. Make an idol 
of; venerate, love, to excess; practise 
idolatry. Hence ~A'TI0N n. [-IZE] 

Idol'um, n. (pi. -la). Mental image, idea; 
(Logic) fallacy (see idol). [L, as idol] 

id'yll, -yl, n. Description in verse or 
(prose ~) in prose of picturesque scene or 
incident, esp. in rustic life; episode suit¬ 
able for such treatment, freq. a love- 
-story. Hence ldyll'ic a., idyll'iCALLY 
adv., ~ist n., ~ize(1) v.t. [f. L f. Gk 
eiduUion(eidos form)] 

-ie, earlier form of -\3, & usu. in Sc.; also 
in E use, cf. birdie, doggie. 

-ier, suf. forming personal nn. denoting 
occupation etc. (1) in wds of ME age, in 
wh. the suf., of obsc. & app. diverse orig., 
is unstressed, & varies, or has varied, w. 
-yer, as collier, grazier, hosier, bowyer, 
lawyer-, (2) in later wds f. 16th c. the suf., 
normally accented, is F -ier f. L -arias 
(-ary1), as bombardier, cavalier-, many of 
these occur w. anglicized sp., as muleteer-, 
see -eer. 

if, couj. & n. 1. On the condition or sup¬ 
position that, as if you are (now) tired we 
will sit down, if you (hereafter) see him give 
him the message, if he has found it he will 
send it, if he had fair warning he has nothing 
to complain of, if he had been warned he has 
(or had) nothing to complain of, (w. past 
tense implying that condition is not ful¬ 
filled) if l knew what to do I should do it, 
if he had been warned he would have (or 
would have had) nothing to complain of; 

ignore 

wticnevcr, as if I feel any doubt I inquire, 
if I felt any doubt I inquired, if I had been 
badly treated I complained -, whether, as 
ask, see, try, if you can turn the handle-, 
(when if is omitted, order of verb & sub¬ 
ject is inverted, as) were I (if I were) in 
your place, would, could, should, might, 
had, he (if he would, could, etc.), (poet.) 
loved I not honour more-, (without apodo- 
sis) if I only knew !, I wish I knew, if I 
haven't lost my watch ! (I have, to my sur¬ 
prise or disgust); as if, as the case would 
be if, as if seems as if he meant (vuig. 
means) to compromise, he talks as (he 
would) if he were drunk; as if you didn’t 
know, you know quite well. 2. n. Condi¬ 
tion, supposition, as if ifs <0- ans were pots 
<£- pans. [OE gif, OS ef (of), OHG ibu, 
oba, ON ef, Goth, ibai] 

ig'loo, n. Eskimo dome-shaped hut, esp. 
one built of snow, [native, = house] 

ig'neous, a. Of fire, fiery; produced by 
volcanic agency, [f. L igneus (ignis fire) 
-ROCS] 

ig'rils fdt'uus, n. Will-o’-the-wisp, phos¬ 
phorescent light (now rarely) seen on 
marshy ground, supposed due to sponta¬ 
neous combustion of gas from decaying 
organic matter; delusive hope or gain, 
[med. or mod. L, = foolish fire] 

ignlt|e', v.t. & i. Make intensely hot; 
(Chem.) heat to the point of combustion 
or chemical change; set fire to; take fire. 
Hence or eogn. ~'able a., igni'tiON n., 
(also) mechanism for, act of, starting 
combustion of the mixture in cylinder of 
internal-combustion engine, [f. L ignire 
-t- (ignis fire)] 

igno'blle, a. (-er, -est). Of low birth, 
position, or reputation; mean, base, dis¬ 
honourable. Hence ~leNE8S (-In ) n., 
~ly2 adv. [F, or f. L ignobilis (in- not 
+(g)nobili.s noble)] 

ig'nominy, n. Dishonour, infamy; in¬ 
famous conduct. So ignomin'ious a. 
(now usu. in less damnatory sense, = 
humiliating), ignomin'iousLY2 adv. [f. 
F ignominie or L ignominia (in- not + 
(g)nomen name)] 

ignoram'us, n. (pi. ~es). Ignorant person. 
[L, = we do not know, (legal) we take no 
notice of (bill); mod. sense perh. f. Hag¬ 
gle's Ignoramus (1615) exposing lawyers’ 
ignorance ] 

ig'norance, n. Want of knowledge (of 
thing, or in general; where ~ is bliss, ’tis 
folly to be wise). [ME, f. OF f. L ignorantia 
(as foil., see -ance)] 

ig'norant, a. Lacking knowledge; unin¬ 
formed (of, in, subject, of fact). Hence 
~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF f. L, as ignore, see 
-ANT ] 

Ignora’tio (-skid) elSn'chi (-ki), n. (logic). 
Argument that appears to refute oppo¬ 
nent while actually disproving something 
not_advanced by him. [L ] 

ignore', v.t. Refuse to take notice of; (of 
Grand Jury) reject (bill) as unfounded, [f. 
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F ignorer or L ignorare not know, ignore 
(in- not + gno- know)] 

Ignot'um per ignot'lus, n. Explanation 
obscurer than the thing it is meant to 
explain. [L, = the unknown by the still 
less known ] 

igua'na (-gwah-), n. Large W.-Ind. & 
S.-Amer. arboreal lizard. [Sp., f. Carib 
iwana] 

iguan'odon (-gw-), n. Large herbivorous 
lizard, found fossil, [f. prec. + Gk odous 
odontos tooth, after mastodon etc.] 

IHS, abbr. repr. Gk Iesous Jesus (Gk cap. 
e being like H); often taken to mean 
JesusHominum Salvator (Saviour of men). 
In Hoc Signo (vinces) in this sign (thou 
shalt conquer), In Hac {crucc) Sains in 
this (cross) is salvation, 

il-, pref. = IN1- 2 before l. 
lk'on, n. Var. of icon. 

-il, -ile, suf. of adjj. & sometimes nn., 
repr. L -ilis or when added to -i- stems 
-ilis (civilis). In OF -ilis appeared as -il, 
but -ilis lost i, tonic accent falling on 
prec. syllable (humble L humilem, frele L 
fragilem). L wrds adopted early in OF 
took -il masc., -ile fem. (civil, -ile); later 
wds have -ile for both genders (agile, 
facile). Few E wds have -il (civil, fossil, 
utensil); & the tendency (not in U.S.) is to 
pronounce -ile of either origin with i. 

il'ex, n. (pi. ~es). Holm-oak; (Dot.) genus 
including common holly. [L ] 

Il'iac, a. Of the flank(-bone), as ~ artery-, 
~ passion, painful affection due to in¬ 
testinal obstruction, [f. LL iliacus, in 
form f. L ilia flanks (see -AC); in sense f. L 
ileus f. Gk eileos colic] 

Il'iad (T-), n. Epic poem attributed to 
Homer & describing siege of Troy; (fig.) 
~ (long series) of woes. [f. L f. Gk Ilias 
-ados (poiesis) (poem) of Ilium or Troy] 

ll'him, n. (pi. -ia). Hip-bone. [L, see 
ILIAC] 

I! ilk, a. (Sc.). Of that ~, of the same, as 
Guthrie of that ~, Guthrie of Guthrie; 
(vulg.) that ~, that family, class, or set. 
[OE ilea same, f. {-, i- (st. of ke, cf. Goth. 
is) + lilc- (LIKE1, -LY1)] 

ill, a., n., Sc adv. 1. Out of health, sick, as 
he is ~, was taken ~, (of or with disease, 
with anxiety etc.); (of health) unsound, 
disordered; morally bad, as ~ fame, disre¬ 
pute, ~ blood, ~ will, animosity, strife, 
~ nature, churlishness, ~ (morose) hu¬ 
mour, temper-, harmful, as (prov.) ~ weeds 
grow apace; do an ~ turn to person, harm 
him or his interests; wretched, disastrous, 
as (prov.) it’s an ~ wind that blows nobody 
good; (arch.) difficult, as ~ to please; 
faulty, unskilful, as ~ management; (ol 
manners or conduct) improper; ~ (im¬ 
perfect) success. 2. n. Evil, the opposite 
of good; harm, injury; speak ~ (some¬ 
thing unfavourable) of; (pi.) misfortunes. 
3. adv. Badly, as behaved ~; take (thing) 
~, take offence at it; unfavourably, as it 
would have gone ~ with him; imperfectly. 

illuminate 

scarcely, as ~ provided, it ~ became him to 
speak; ~ at ease, embarrassed, uneasy. 
4. ~-advised', -advis'edly, imprudent(ly); 
~-affec'led, not well disposed; ~-6red, 
badly brought up, rude; ~ breed'ing, bad 
manners; —condi'tioned, of evil dis¬ 
position, (also) in bad condition; ~-dis¬ 
posed’, disposed to evil, malevolent, (also) 
unfavourably disposed (towards) ;■—fat'ed, 
destined to, bringing, bad fortune; — 
-fav’onired, uncomely, (also) displeasing, 
objectionable; <■—gotl'en, gained by evil 
means; ~-hum'oured, bad-tempered; 
'—‘•judged', unwise; ~-mann'ered, unman¬ 
nerly, rude; —na’lured(ly), churlish(ly); 
•—(rm’ened, attended by bad omens; — 
-starred’, bom under an evil star, unlucky; 
—tem’pered, morose, peevish; —timed', 
unseasonable; ~-lreat', -use’, treat badly. 
[ME ill f. ON illr of unkn. orig.] 

llla'tion, n. Deduction, conclusion; thing 
deduced, [f. L illatio (as inter, see -ion)] 

illat'ive, a. (Of words) stating, intro¬ 
ducing, an inference, as ~ particles; in¬ 
ferential. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv. [f. L 
illalivus (as prec., see -ive)] 

illeg'al, a. Not legal; contrary to law. 
Hence or cogn. illegal'lTY n., ~ly2 adv. 

_ [f. F, or med. L il(legalis legal)] 

Ille'gible, a. Not legible. Hence ~iBiLi 

_ity n.,~ibLY2 adv. [ll-] 

illegit'lmlate1, a. & n. Not authorized 
by law; improper; not born in lawful 
wedlock, bastard; wrongly inferred; ab¬ 
normal; (n.) one whose position is ~ate, 
esp. bastard. Hence ~acy n., ~ateLY2 
adv. [f. LL illegitimus, after legitimate] 

Illegit'imlate2, v.t. Declare illegitimate. 
Hence ~A'tion n. [f. prec. ] 

Illib'eral, a. Not befitting a free man; 
without liberal culture; vulgar, sordid; 
narrow-minded; stingy. Hence or cogn. 
~ity (-al-) n., ~ly2 adv. [f. F, or L 
lUliberalis liberal)] 

illi'cit, a. Unlawful, forbidden, esp. ~ 
still. Hence~LY2 adv. [f. L illicitus (il-, 

licit)] 

llllm'itlable, a. Boundless. Hence 
~aBiL'iTY, ~ableNESS, nn., ~abLY2 adv. 
[IL- ] 

illit'er|ate, a. & n. Ignorant of letters; un¬ 
learned ; unable to read; (n.) ~ate person. 
Hence — acy, ~ateNESS, nn. [f. L ii.(littera- 
tus literate) ] 

Ill'ness, n. Unhealthy condition of body, 
sickness, [-ness] 

illo'gical, a. Devoid of, contrary to, logic. 
Hence~lTY(-aF)n.,~LY2adv. [il-] 

illume' (-loo-, -lu.-), v.t. (poet.). Light up, 

make bright, (lit. & fig.), [ppet. shorten¬ 

ing of ILLUMINE] 

illum'In|ate (-do-, -u-), v.t. Light up, 
whence ~ant a. & n.; give spiritual or 
intellectual light to; throw light upon 
(subject); shed lustre upon; decorate 
(buildings etc.) profusely with lights as 
sign of festivity; decorate (initial letter in 
manuscript etc.) with gold, silver. Sc 
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brilliant colours. So ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn., 
~ativE a., (-00-, -0.-). [f. L il(luminare f. 
lumen -minis light), see -ate3] 

illuminat'i (-bo-, -u-; also -ah'te), n. pi. 
Secret society founded by Weishaupt in 
1776, holding deistic & republican prin¬ 
ciples, & organized like freemasons; 
persons claiming to possess special en¬ 
lightenment. So illum'Inisii(3), illum- 
iniST(2), nn., (-do-, -u-). [L (as prec., see 
-ate3) or It., whence occasional sing, -ato] 

illum'ine (-do-, -u), v.t. Light up; 
enlighten spiritually; brighten. [ME, f. 
OF iUuminer (as illuminate)] 

illu'sion (-lobzhn), n. Deception, delu¬ 
sion; sensuous perception of an external 
object involving a false belief; a trans¬ 
parent tulle. [ME, f. F f. L Ulusionem f. 
il(ludere lus- play), see -ion ] 

illu'sion|ist (-loozhon-), n. One who 
disbelieves in objective existence, so 
~ism n.; one who produces illusions, esp. 
conjuror. [-1ST] 

illus'jive (-I00-), a. Deceptive. Hence or 
cogn. ~ivei.Y2, ~oriLY2. adw., ~iv.e- 
ness, ~oriNESS, nn., ~ory a. [as illusion, 
see -ive] 

ill'ustrat|e, v.t. Make clear, explain; 
make clear by examples; elucidate (de¬ 
scription etc.) by drawings; ornament 
(book, newspaper, etc.) with designs. 
Hence ~or n. [f. L il(lustrare light up, 
f. st. of lumen light)] 

illustration, n. Illustrating; example; 
drawing etc. illustra ting book or article in 
pai>er. [ME, f. OF, f. L illustrationem 
(prec., -ATION)] 

illustrative, a. Serving as explanation 
or example (of). Hence ~ly3 (-vl-) adv. 
[as illustrate, see -ive ] 

illustrious, a. Distinguished, renowned. 
Hence~i.y2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L il(lustris 
see ILLUSTRATE) + -OUS ] 

im- L 2, pref. = in-’> 2 before b, m, p. 
im'age1, n. Artificial imitation of the 
external form of an object, e.g. statue 
(esp. of saint etc. as object of veneration); 
optical counterpart produced by rays 
of light reflected from mirror, refracted 
through lens, etc.; form, semblance; 
counterpart, as he is the very ~ of his 
father; type; simile, metaphor; idea, 
conception. Hence ~less (-ijl-) a. [ME, 
f. OF f. L imaginem(nom. -ffo)] 

im'age2, v.t. Make an image of, portray; 
reflect, mirror; picture (thing to oneself); 
describe vividly: typify. Hence ~able 

(-Ija-) a. [f. prec. ] 
im'agery (-Ij-), n. Images; statuary, 
carving; figurative illustration. [ME, f. 
OF imagcric (as image1, see -ery)] 

ima'ginablle, a. That can be imagined, 
as the greatest difficulty ~le, took all the 
trouble ~le. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. LL 
itnaginabUis (as imagine, see -ble)] 

ima'ginal, a. (entom.). Of , an insect 
imago, [f. L as image1 +-al] 

ima'ginarly, a. Existing only in imagina- 

imitate 

tion; (Math.) having no real existence, 
but assumed to exist for a special pur¬ 
pose (e.g. square root of negative quan¬ 
tity). Hence ~iLY2 adv. [ME, f. L 
imaginarius (as prec., see -ary1)] 

imagina'tion, n. Imagining; mental 
faculty forming images of external ob¬ 
jects not present to the senses; fancy; 
creative faculty of the mind. [ME, f. OF 
f. L imaginationem (as imagine, see 
-ATION)] 

ima'ginative (or -ativ), a. Of, given to 
using, having or showing in a high degree, 
the faculty of imagination. Hence ~ly2 
(-vl-) adv., ~NES8 (-vn-) n. [OF (-if, -ive), 
as prec., see -attve] 

ima'gine, v.t. Form mental image of; 
conceive (thing, thing to be or do, that it 
is, hew, what, etc.); guess, as cannot ~ 
what he is doing; suppose, be of opinion, 
(that); take into one’s head (idea, that). 
[ME, f. OF inuiginer f. L imaginari (as 
IMAGE1)] 

im'agist, n. One of a group of early 20th- 
-c. poets who, in revolt against romanti¬ 
cism, seek clarity of expression through 
the use of precise images, [image 1 + 

-IST(2)] 
imag'o, n. (pi. -gines pr. -jinez, -gos). 
Final & perfect stage of insect after all 
metamorphoses, e.g. butterfly, [mod. L 
sense of imago IMAGE1 ] 

imam', imaum', (-ahm), n. Officiating 
priest of mosque; title of various Moham¬ 
medan leaders. Hence imam'ATE1 
(-ahm-) n. [Arab, (am) f. amma go before] 

imbal'ance, n. Lack of balance, [im-2] 
im'becile (-el, -il), a. & n. 1. Mentally 
weak, stupid, idiotic; physically weak. 
2. n. Person of weak intellect. Hence or 
cogn. ~ly2 (-1-1-) a<lv., imbdcil'iTY n. [f. 
F imbicille (now -He) f. L imbecUlus] 

imbibe', v.t. Drink in, assimilate, (ideas 
etc.); drink (liquid); inhale (air etc.); ab¬ 
sorb (moisture etc.). So imbibi'tiON n. 
[(1) f. OF imbiber; (2) f. L im'(bibere 
drink)] 

im'bric|ate, v.t. & i. Arrange (leaves, 
scales of fish, etc.), be arranged, so as to 
overlap like tiles. So ~ate2 (-at), ~atiVE, 
aa., ~a'tion n. [f. L imbrieare form like 
a tile (imbrex -icis f. imber shower), -ate3] 

imbro'glio (-olyo), n. (pi. ~s). Confused 
heap; complicated (esp. political or 
dramatic) situation. [It., f. broglio, cf. 
broil 1 ] 

imbrue' (-00), v.t. Stain (one’s hand, 
sword, etc., in, with, blood, slaughter, 
etc.), [f. OF cmbrouer bedabble f. en im- 

+ breu f. Rom. *brodum; see broth] 

imbrute', em-, (-dot), v.t. Brutalize. 
v [IM-1] 
imbue', v.t. Saturate (with); dye (with); 
permeate, inspire, (with feelings etc.); = 
imbrue. [16th c., f. F imbu or its source 
L imbuere moisten ] 

im'it|ate, v.t. Follow example of; mimic; 
be (consciously or not) like. So ~aBiL- 
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ity, ~atOR, nn., '--able a. [f. L imilari, 
see -ate3] 

imita'tion, n. Imitating (~ is the shweresl 
flattery)-, copy; counterfeit (often attrib., 
as~ leather)-, (Mus.) repetition of melody 
etc., usu. at different pitch, in another 
part or voice, [f. F, or L irnitatio (prec., 
-ATTON) ] 

im'itative, a. Following model or exam¬ 
ple (of); ~ arts, painting & sculpture: 
~ word, one that reproduces a natural 
sound (e.g. fizz) or whose sonnd is thought 
to correspond to appearances etc. of ob¬ 
ject described; counterfeit. Hence ~ly2 
adv., —ness n. [f. LL imitativus (as 
IMITATE, see -ATIVE)] 

immac'ulate, a. Pure, spotless; faultless 
(often iron.); I~ Conception (of Virgin 
Mary, as conceived free from taint of 
original sin); (Nat. Hist.) not spotted. 
Hence immac'ulACY, —ness, nn., ~ly2 
adv. (f. L im-(maculatus f. macula spot)] 

imm'anlent, a. Indwelling, inherent, 
(in); (of God) permanently pervading the 
universe. Hence ~ence, ~ency, nn. [f. 
LL lM1(manere remain), see -EOT] 

Immater'ial, a. Not material, incor¬ 
poreal; unimportant. Hence ~ity (-al-) 
n., ~ize(3) v.t. [f. LL IM3(materialis 
MATERIAL) ] 

immater'lallism, n. Doctrine that 
matter does not exist in itself apart from 
perception. So ~ist n. [-ism] 

immatur |e', a. Not mature. So ~'ity n. 
[f. L im\maturus mature)] 

immea'sur|able (-mCzher-), a. Not 
measurable, immense. Hence ~aBlL'lTY, 
—ableNESS, nn., ~abLY2 adv. [im-2] 

Immed'iate, a. (Of person or thing in 
its relation to another) not separated by 
any intervening medium; (of relation 
or action) direct, without intervening 
medium; (Logic) ~ inference (from single 
premiss, without intervention of middle 
term); nearest, next, as my ~ neighbour, 
predecessor; occurring at once, without 
delay, as an~ reply. Hence immed'iACY, 
~ness (-tn-), nn.,~LY2 (-tl-) adv. [f. F -at, 
or LL imHmediahis mediate)] 

imm6m61‘,ial, a. Ancient beyond mem¬ 
ory ; very old. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. med. 
L iu2(memorialis memorial)] 

immense', a. Vast, huge; (si.) very good. 
Hence or cogn. ~ness (-sn-), immens'iir, 
nn. [F, f. L ijiHmensus p.p. of metiri 
measure) immeasm-able ] 

immense'ly (-sli), adv. In an immense 
degree; (colloq.) very much. [-LY2] 

immerse', v.t. Dip, plunge, (in liquid); 
put overhead in water, csp. baptize thus; 
bury, imbed, (in); involve deeply, absorb, 
(in debt, difficulties, thought, etc.), [f. L 
iml(mergere mers- dip)] 

immdi-'sion (-shn), n. Immersing; 
baptism by plunging whole person in 
water (cf. affusion); (fig.) absorption (in 
thought etc.); (Astron.) disappearance of 
celestial body behind another or in its 

immune 

shadow; ~ healer, electric heater designed 
for direct ~ in a liquid, [f. LL immersio 
(prec., -ion)] 

imm'igr|ate, v.i. & t. Come as settler 
(into foreign country); bring in (person) 
as settler. So ~ant a. & n., ~a'tion n. 
[f. L im 1(migrare migrate)] 

imm'inlent, a. (Of events, esp. dangers) 
impending, soon to happen. Hence or 
cogn. ~ence n., ~entLY2 adv. [f. L nt l(mi- 
nere, see eminent) overhang, see -ent] 

immis'c|ible, a. That cannot be mixed. 
Hence ~irsiL'iTY n., ~ibiY2 adv. [f. LL 
immiscil/ilis f. im-2+L miscere mix, see 
-blk ] 

immit'igablle, a. That cannot be soft¬ 
ened or toned down. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[f. LL m2(mitigabilis, see mitigate)] 

immix'ture, n. Mixing up; being in¬ 
volved (in), [f. L im 1(miscere mixt- mix) 
+ -ure ) 

immob'ile, a. Immovable; not mobile; 
motionless. So immoBiL'iTY n. [OF, f. L 
m2(mobilis MOBILE)] 

immob'ilIz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Fix im¬ 
movably; make (troops, vehicle) incap¬ 
able of being shifted; withdraw (specie) 
from circulation. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. F 
immobiliser (as prec., see -ize)] 

immod'erate, a. Excessive, wanting in 
moderation. Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv. [ME, 
f. L m\moderatus moderate)] 

immod'est, a. Indecent, indelicate; for¬ 
ward, impudent. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~Y1 
n. [f. L iji2(modestus modest)] 

imm'oliate, v.t. Kill (victim) as sacrifice; 
(fig.) sacrifice (thing etc. to another). So 
~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. L i3i 1molare 
sprinkle with meal (mola), sacrifice, -ate3] 

immo'ral, a. Opposed to morality; 
morally evil; vicious, dissolute. Hence 
immoral'iTY n., ~ly2 adv. [im-2] 

imrmjrt'al, a. & n. 1. Undying; divine; 
unfading, incorruptible; famous for all 
time; (colloq.) constant, long-lasting. 
2. n.~ being, esp. (pi.) gods of antiquity; 
person esp. author of enduring fame, 
member of French Academy; (pi.) royal 
bodyguard of ancient Persia. So ~ity 
(-&1-) n. [f. L IJI\mortalis MORTAL)] 

immdrt'alizle, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Confer 
enduring fame upon; endow with endless 
life; perpetuate. Hence~a'tion n. [-ize] 

imm<5H'ally, adv. Eternally; (colloq.) 
infinitely, very. [-LY2] 

immdrtelle', n. Composite flower of 
papery texture retaining colour after 
being dried, often used to adorn graves. 
[F, fem. of immortel immortal] 

Immo'v|able (-moo-), a. & n. That cannot 
be moved; motionless; not subject to 
change; ~a61e feast ; steadfast, unyield¬ 
ing; emotionless; (Law, of property) con¬ 
sisting of land, houses, etc. (also as n. pi.). 
Hence ~aBiL'iTY, ~abieNESS, nn., ~abLY2 
adv. [im-2 ] 

immune', a. & n. Having immunity 
(from, against, to, poison, contagion, etc.); 
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(n.)~ person, [f. L m-munisexempt from 
public burden (munus); ined. use f. F ] 

Immun'Ity, n. (Law) exemption (from 
taxation, jurisdiction, etc.); freedom 
(from); being proof against contagion etc. 
(from), [f. L immunitas (as prec., see 
-ty) ; med. use f. F] 

imm'uniz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Render im¬ 
mune (against contagion). Hence ~a'tion 

n. [-IZE] 

immure', v.t. Imprison; shut oneself up. 
Hence ~ment (-firm-) n. [f. F emmurer or 
med. L im ’(murare f. mvrvs wall) 1 

Immut'lable, a. Unchangeable; not sub¬ 
ject to variation in different cases. Hence 
~aBii/iTY n., ~abLY- adv. [f. L i.m2(muta- 
bilis mutable) ] 

imp1, n. Child of the devil; little devil; 
mischievous child; II (arch.) child. [OE 
impa young shoot, scion, conn. w. 
foil.] 

imp11, v.t. Mend broken pinion feather of 
falcon by inserting new feather in stump 
of broken one and binding with silk; 
(rare) enlarge, eke out. ]OE impian 
= OHG impfon, im-piton f. Rom. *im- 
polare f. med. L impotus graft f. Gk 
emphuein implant] 

im'pact1, n. Striking (on, against), col¬ 
lision; effect, influence, [f. L impingere 
-pari- impinge] 

impact'2, v.t. Press, fix, firmly (into, in). 
So impac'tiON n. [back formation f. 
imparted f. L p.p. as prec. +-ED1] 

impair', v.t. Damage; weaken. So ~- 
mknt n. [ME empeir f. OF empeirer f. 
Rom. *impcjora.re (pejor worse)] 

impa'la (-ah-), n. Large African antelope. 
[Zulu ] 

impale', v.t. Transfix (body etc. upon, 
with, stake etc., esp. as form of capital 
punishment); (Her.) combine (two coats 
of arms) by placing side by side on one 
shield separated by vertical line down 
middle; II (rare) fence in with stakes. So 
~ment (-lm-) n. [f. F empaler or med. L 
im l(palare f. palus stake) ] 

impal'plable, a. Imperceptible to the 
touch; not easily grasped by the mind, 
intangible. Hence ~aiilL'iTY n., ~abLY2 
adv. [f. F, or LL ijil(po.lpatnlis palpable)] 

Impal'udism, n. Morbid state, with ten¬ 
dency to intermittent fevers & enlarge¬ 
ment of spleen, found in dwellers in 
marshes, [f. im- 1 + L palus -udis marsh + 
-ISM] 

impan'ate (or Iin'pa-), a. (Of the body of 
Christ) contained in the bread after con¬ 
secration. So impanA'Tiox n. [f. med. L 
m'tpanare f. panis bread), see -ate2] 

impanel. See empanel. 

Impa'radlse, em-, v.t. Bring into state 
of supreme happiness; ravish; make a 
paradise of (place, state). [16th c.; cf. 
contemporary paradise vb, It. imparadis- 
are, F emparadiser] 

imparisyllab'Ic, a. & n. (Gk & Lat. 
Gram.). (Norm) that has fewer syllables 

in nominative than in other cases, [f. L 
im2(par equal) 4- syllabic ] 

impdrk', v.t. Enclose (beasts) in park; 
enclose (land) for park. Hence ~a'tion n. 
[ME, f. OF EM(parguer f. pare PARK)] 

Impdrt', v.t. Give share of (thing to per¬ 
son etc.); communicate (news etc. to). 
Hence ~a'tion, ~ment, nn. [15c., f. OB’ 
impartir f. L iml(partire part2)] 

Impar'tial (-shal), a. Not partial, un¬ 
prejudiced, fair. Hence ~ity (-shial-) n., 
~ly2 (-shal-) adv. [im-2] 

Impdbt'ible, a. (Of estate) not divisible. 
[f. LL im\partibilis partible)] 

Impass'lable (-pah-), a. That cannot be 
traversed. Hence ~aBlL'lTY, ~ableNESS, 
nn. [im-2] 

Impasse' (-a.hs; or ahpahs'), n. Blind 
alley; position from which there is no 
escape. [F (im-2-{-passer pass1)] 

impass'lible, a. Incapable of feeling or 
emotion; incapable of suffering injury; 
not subject to suffering. Hence ~ifUL- 
ity, ~ibleNESS, nn., ~ibi,Y2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF, or LL iu2(passibilis passible)] 

impa'ssion (-shn), v.t. Stir the passions 
of. excite strongly, (chiefly in p.p.). [f. It. 
m1(passi.onare f. passione passion)] 

Impass'Ive, a. Deficient in feeling or 
emotion; serene; without sensation; not 
subject to suffering. Hence ■— ly2 adv., 
~ness, Impassiv'iTY, nn. [im-2] 

Impaste', v.t. Enclose (as) with paste; 
make into a paste; paint by laying on 
colours thickly, [f. It. im 1(pasiare f. pasta 
paste)] 

impas'to, n. (paint.). Laying on of paint 
thickly. [It., as prec.] 

impa'tijent (-shent), a. Not enduring 
with composure; intolerant of; restlessly 
desirous (for thing, to do). Hence or cogn. 
'—'Ence (-sheus) n., ~enti.Y2 (-shent-) adv. 
[ME, f. OF f. L m2(patientem part, of pati 
suffer) ] 

Impawn', v.t. Put in pawn; (fig.) pledge, 
plight, [im-1] 

ltnpay'able (or ftiipayah'bl), a. Beyond 
price; (colloq.) going beyond ordinary 
limits. [B’ (im-2)] 

impeach', v.t. Call in question, dispar¬ 
age, (character etc.); accuse (person) 
of, charge (with); find fault with (thing); 
accuse of treason or other high crime be¬ 
fore competent tribunal. Hence ~able a. 
[ME, f. OB’ empeehier impede f. LL tm1- 
(pedicare f. pedica fetter, f. pcs ped-is foot) 
entangle ] 

impeach'ment, n. Calling in question; 
accusation, esp. (joc.) the soft ~ (Sheridan, 
Rivals v. iii); accusation & prosecution for 
treason etc. [f. OF empechement (as prec., 
see -ment) ] 

impecc'iable, a. Not liable to sin; (of 
things) faultless. Hence or cogn. ~auiL- 

ity n., ~abLY2 adv., ~ant a. [f. L 
\M-(peccatrilis f. peccaie sin, see -ble)] 

impecun'i|ous, a. Having little or no 
money. Hence ~os'ity n. [f. im-2 -t-obs. 
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pecunious f. L pecuniosus (pecunia money 
_f. pecu cattle, see -ous)] 
imped'ance, n. (electr.). Total virtual 
resistance ol electric current to alternat¬ 
ing current, arising from the resistance & 
the reactance of the conductor, [f. foil. 
-f -ANCE ] 

impede', v.t. Retard, hinder, [f. L im1- 

_(pedire f. pes foot) lit. shackle the feet of] 
imped'iment, n. Hindrance, obstruc¬ 
tion, esp. just cause or ~; ~ (in one’s 
speech), stammer; (pi., also L impedi¬ 
menta) baggage, esp. of army. Hence ~al 

(-6n-) a. [f. L impedimentum (as prec., see 
-stent)] 

impel', v.t. (-11-). Drive, force, (person etc. 
to action, to do); drive forward, propel. 
So '~1'ent a. & n. [f. L im l(pellere puls- 
drive)] 

impend', v.i. Hang, be suspended, (over); 
(flg., of danger) hang threateningly (over); 
be imminent. So impen'dENCE, -ency, 

nn., impen'dENT a. [f. L im \pendere 
hang)] _ 

impen'etr|able, a. That cannot be pene¬ 
trated ; inscrutable, unfathomable; im¬ 
pervious (to, by ideas etc.); (Nat. Phil.) 
having that property in virtue of which 
two bodies cannot occupy same place at 
same time. So ~aisiL'iTY, ~ableNESs, nn., 
~ablY2 adv. [f. F impenetrable f. L 
im\penetra.bilis penetrable)] 

impen'etrate, v.t. Penetrate deeply. 
[im- 1 ] 

impen'itlent, a. Not penitent. Hence or 
cogn. ~ence, '—ency, nn., ~entLY2 adv. 
[f. LL m2(paenitens penitent)] 

imperative, a. &n. 1. (Gram.) expressing 
command; commanding, peremptory; 
urgent; obligatory. 2. n.~ mood, whence 
imperativ'AL a.; categorical ~. Hence 
~ly2 (-vl-) adv., *—'NESS (-vn-) n. [f. LL 
imperatious f. im 1(perare — parare make 
ready) command, -ive ] 

fmperat'or, n. (Rom. Hist.). Commander 
(title conferred by salutation of soldiers 
on victorious general, under the Re¬ 
public); emperor. So imperatdr'iAL a. 
[L (as prec., see -OR)] 

impercep'tiblle, a. That cannot be per¬ 
ceived; very slight, gradual, or subtle. 
Hence ~LY2 adv. [f. F, or med. L lH2(per- 
ceplibilis perceptible)] 

impercip'ient, a. Lacking perception. 
[im-2] 

im'perence, n. (Form, ascribed to illite¬ 
rate speakers, of) impudence. 

Impdrf'ect, a. & n. 1. Not fully formed or 
done, incomplete; faulty; (Gram.) ~ 
tenses, those that denote action going on 
but not completed (e.g. he is, he will be, 
singing, but usu. of past time, as he was 
singing). 2. n. ~ tense. Hence ~ly 2 adv. 
[ME imparfit etc., f. OF; see im-2, per¬ 

fect] 

imperfec'tion,n. Incompleteness; faulti¬ 
ness; fault, blemish. [ME, f. OF f. LL 
imperfeclionem (as prec., see -ion)] 

impeff'orate, a. Not perforated, esp. 
(Anat.) lacking the normal opening 
(also of sheet of postage-stamps or single 
stamp), [im-2] 

imper'lal, a. & n. 1. Of an empire or 
sovereign state ranking with an empire. 
2. /~ Institute, former name of common¬ 

wealth Institute; ~ preference, taxing of 
imports from parts of the Empire at lower 
rates than those from foreign countries. 
3. Of an emperor; supreme in authority; 
majestic, august; magnificent. 4. (Of 
weights & measures used by statute in 
U.K.) ~ gallon, acre, etc.; (of paper) 
22x32 in. 5. n. Small part of beard left 
growing beneath lower lip (from Napo¬ 
leon III); trunk for luggage, adapted for 
roof of coach; Russian tsarist gold coin = 
15 silver roubles. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, 
f. OF, f. L imperialis (imperium, see -al)] 

imper'ial|Ism, n. Rule of an emperor; 
(hist.) extension of British Empire where 
trade required protection of the flag; 
(hist.) union of different parts of British 
Empire for purposes of warlike defence, 
internal commerce, etc.; belief in value of 
colonies & dependencies (cf. little Eng- 
landism). So~is'tlc a.,~iZE(3) v.t. [-ism] 

imper'ialist, n. Adherent of an emperor, 
esp. (1000-1800) of German Emperor; 
advocate of imperial rule, esp. adherent 
of Bonaparte family; advocate of (British) 
imperialism. [17th c., f. F imperialiste (as 
prec., -ist)] 

impe'ril, v.t. (-11-). Bring into danger. 
[im-M 

imper'Ious, a. Overbearing, domineering; 
urgent, imperative. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [f. L imperiosus (as imperiuji, 

see -ous)] 
impe'rish able, a. That cannot perish. 
Hence~aBiL'iTY,~ableNESS, nn.,~abLY2 
adv. [im-2] 

Imper'lum, n. Absolute power; empire; ~ 
in imperio, supreme authority within 
jurisdiction of another authority. [L, 
= command, dominion] 

imp6rm'an|ent, a. Not permanent. 
Hence ~ence, ~ency, nn. [im-2] 

imperm'e |able, a. That cannot be passed 
through; (Phys.) that does not permit 
passage of fluids. Hence ~aBiL'iTY n. [f. 
LL m2(vermeabilis permeable)] 

impermiss'ible,a. Not permissible, [im-2] 
imperscrip'tible, a. Not backed by 
written authority. [f. im-2+L per- 
(scribere script- write) register, see -ble ] 

impers'onal, a. (Gram.) ~ verb, verb 
when used only in 3rd sing. (e.g. it rains, 
methinks); having no personality or 
personal reference or tone. Hence ~ity 

(-aL) n.,~LY2 adv. [f. LL lu2(personalis 
PERSONAL) ] 

impers'on|ate, v.t. Represent in bodily 
form, personify; play the part of; person¬ 
ate2 ; act (character). Hence ~a'tion, 

~atOR, nn., ~atiVE a. [f. im-1 + L persona 
PERSON 4--ATE3] 
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imperson'lfy, v.t. Personify, [im- 1 ] 

impert'inlent, a. Not to the point; in¬ 
trusive; out of place, absurd; insolent, 
saucy. Hence or cogn. ~ence n., ~entLY2 
adv. [f. F, or LL m\pertinenspertinent)] 

impertf&b'jable, a. Not excitable, calm. 
Hence~aML'iTY, ~ableNESS, nn., ~abLY2 
adv. [late ME, f. LL im2 (perturbabilis 
PERTURBABLE) 1 

impfjtv'ious, a. Not affording passage 
(to); (fig.) ~ (deaf) to argument etc. Hence 
~ly2 adv., —■ness n. [f. L im\pervius 
PERVIOUS)] 

impfetig'o, n. Contagious pustular dis¬ 
ease of skin. So impetiginous a. [L, 
gen. -ginis, f. imHpetere seek) assail] 

im'petrlate, v.t. (Theol.) obtain by re¬ 
quest; (rare) ask for. So ~a'tion n., 
~atORY a. [f. L im\petrare = palrare 
bring to pass), see -ate3] 

impet'uous, a. Moving violently or 
rapidly; acting with rash or sudden 
energy. Hence or cogn. impetuos'lTY, 
~ness, nn., ~ly2 adv. [ME. f. OF im¬ 
petuous f. L impetuosus (as foil., see -ous) ] 

im'petus, n. (pi. ~es). Force with which 
a body moves; (fig.) moving force, im¬ 
pulse. [L. = assault, force, f. im '(petere 
seek) assail] 

im'peyan (-plan), a.~ pheasant, E.-Indian 
pheasant, with crested head & brilliant 
plumage. [Sir Elijah Irnpey. 1787] 

im'pi, n. Body of Kaffir warriors. [Zulu] 
impi'6ty, n. Ungodliness; want of duti¬ 
fulness or reverence. [ME, f. OF impiete 
or L m2(pietas piety)] 

impinge' (-j), v.i. & t. Make impact 
(on, upon)', (trans.; arch.) make (thing) 
do this. Hence ~ment (-jrn-) n. [f. L 
ml(pingere = pangere fix, drive) drive 
(thing) at] 

im'pious, a. Not pious, wicked, profane. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L m\pius pious)] 

im'pish, a. Of, like, an imp. Hence~LY2 
adv.,~NESSn. [-ISH1] 

impit'eous, a. (poet.). Pitiless, [im-2] 

implac'lable (or -liikO, a. That cannot be 
appeased. Hence or cogn. ~aBiL'iTY n., 
~abLY2 adv. [f. F, or L n\}(placabilis 
placable) 1 

implacen'tal, a. With no placenta, [im-2] 

implant' (-ahnt), v.t. Insert, infix, (in); 
instil (principle, idea, etc., in mind etc.); 
plant. Hence ~a'tion (-ahn-) n. [f. F 
implanter or LL IM'(plantare PLANT)] 

implaus'lible (-z-), a. Not plausible. 
Hence or cogn. ~iBLL'iTY n., ~ibLY adv. 

. Um-2] 
implead', v.t. (law). Prosecute or take 
proceedings against (person), [im- 1 ] 

impledge', v.t. Put in pledge, pawn. 

_[IM"11 
im'plement1, n. Article of furniture, 

dress, etc., (pi.) equipment of these; tool, 
instrument, (esp. in pi.); || (Sc. Law) full 
performance, [ult. f. LL implementum f. 
L im 1(plere fill), see -ment] 

im'plement2 (or -m6nt'), v.t. Complete 

(contract etc.); fulfil (engagement); fill 
up, supplement, [f. prec. ] 

imple'tion, n. Filling; fullness, [f. LL 
impletio f. im'(plere plot- fill), see -ion] 

im'plicate1, n. Thing implied, [f. L 
im Hplicare plieat- or plicit- fold), see 
-ate2] 

im'plic|ate2, v.t. Entwine, entangle; in¬ 
volve, imply, as inference, so ~ativE a.; 
involve (person in charge, crime, etc.); 
(pass.) be affected in (a thing’s operation). 
So ~a'tion n. [as prec., see-ate3] 

impli'eit, a. Implied though not plainly 
expressed; virtually contained (in); ~ 
faith (not independently reached by the 
individual, but involved in general belief 
of Church, absolute, unreserved, cf. ex¬ 

plicit). Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. F 
-ite, or L implicit- as implicate 1 ] 

implor |e', v.t. Beg earnestly for; entreat 
(person to do). Hence ~'ingLY2 adv., 
~'ingNESS n. [f. F implorer or L im1- 

(plorare weep)] 
tmpluv'ium (-plob-), n. (Rom. Ant.). 
Square basin in middle of atrium re¬ 
ceiving rain-water from open space in 
roof. [L, f. in1(pltiere rain)] 

imply', v.t. Involve the truth of (thing 
not expressly asserted, that); mean; in¬ 
sinuate, hint. Hence impli'edLY2 adv. 
[ME en-, em-, im- f. OF emptier f. L im- 
plicare (implicate1); cf. doublet employ] 

II Impold'er, v.t. Make a polder of; re¬ 
claim from sea. [f. Du. impolderen, see 
IM-1, POLDER] 

impol'icy, n. Bad policy; inexpediency. 
[IM-2] 

impolite', a. (-est). Uncivil, rude. Hence 
■—'LY2 (-tl-) adv., ~NESS (-tn-) n. [f. L 
IM2(polituS POLITE)] 

impolitic, a. Not politic ; inexpedient. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [im-2 ] 

imponderabil'ia, n. pi. Imponderables. 
[L] 

impon'derable, a. & n. 1. (Phys.) having 
no weight; very light; (fig.) that cannot 
be estimated. 2. n. ~ thing (esp. fig., pi., 
of qualities, emotions, etc.), [im-2] 

impSn'ent, a. & n. (Person) that im¬ 
poses a duty etc. [f. L im l(ponere place) 
lay on, see -ent] 

import'1, v.t. Bring, introduce, (thing, 
esp. goods from foreign country, into), 
whence ~able a., ~ai:iL'iTV, ~a'tion, 

■—'ER', nn.; imply, indicate, mean, (thing, 
(that); express, make known, (that); be of 
consequence to, as questions that ~ us 
nearly, it ~s us to know, [f. L im 1(portare 
carry) bring in, in med. L = be of conse¬ 
quence ] 

im'pdrt2, n. What is implied, meaning; 
importance; (usu. pi.) commodity im¬ 
ported ; importation, [f. prec. ] 

import'ance, n. Being important; 
weight, significance; personal conse¬ 
quence, dignity; pompousness (usu. self- 
—). [F, f. med. L importantia (as import\ 
see -ance) ] 
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important, a. Carrying with it great 
consequence (to person concerned or 
purpose etc.), weighty, momentous; con¬ 
sequential, pompous. Hence ~ly2 adv. 

_ [F, f. med. L as import1, see -ant] 
Impdbt'unate, a. Persistent, pressing, in 
solicitation; (of affairs) urgent. Hence or 
cogn. - ly2 adv., impohtun'iTY n. [f. L 
lnHportunus f. portus port) inconvenient, 
-ATE2] 

importune' (or Impor-), v.t. Solicit 
pressingly (person or abs.). [f. F im- 
portuner f. med. L importunari (as prec.)] 

imp5s|e' (-z), v.t. & i. (Arch.) place 
(thing) upon; (Print.) lay (pages of type) 
in proper order & secure them in a chase; 
lay (tax, duty, charge, obligation, upon); 
palm off (thing upon person); exert in¬ 
fluence (on person) by striking character 
or appearance, whence ~'ingLY2 adv., 
~'ingNESS n., (-z-); ~e upon, take ad¬ 
vantage of (person); practise deception 
(upon), [f. F im^ (poser, cf. compose)] 

imposi'tion (-z-), n. In vbl senses of 
impose ; also or esp.: laying on of hands 
(in ordination etc.); impost, tax, duty; 
piece of deception or overcharge; II work 
set as punishment at school (colloq. abbr. 
impo, impot). [ME, f. OF, or L impositio 
f. iml(ponere posit- place), -ion] 

imposs'lible, a. Not possible (often w. 
it as subj., as it is ~ible to alter them)-, 
(loosely) not easy, not convenient; 
(colloq.) outrageous, intolerable, as an 
~it)le hat, person. Hence or cogn. 
~imi/iTY n.,~ibLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF f. L 
im2 (possibilis possible)] 

im'pdst\ n. (Hist.) tax, duty, tribute; 
(Racing si.) weight horse carries in handi¬ 
cap. [f. F impost f. med. L impostus, -um 
(as IMPOSITION)] 

im'post2, n. Upper course of pillar, 
bearing arch. [f. F imposte or It. imposla 
(as prec.)] 

impos't|or, n. One who assumes a false 
character or passes himself off for some¬ 
one else; swindler. Hence ~rous a. [f. F 
imposteur f. LL impostor (as impost1, see 
-OR)] 

impos'tume, -thume (-turn), n. (arch.). 
Purulent swelling, abscess, (lit. & fig.). 
[ME, f. OF empostume f. L f. Gk XFO(stema 
f. sta- stand, -M)] 

impos'ture, n. Fraudulent deception. 
[F, f. LL impostura (impost1, -ure)] 

|| im'pot. See imposition. 
im'pot|ent, a. Powerless; helpless, de¬ 
crepit ; (of males) wholly lacking in sexual 
power. Hence or cogn. ~ence, ~ency*, 
nn., ~entLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF, f. L 
im\potens potent)] 

impound', v.t. Shut up (cattle) in pound; 
shut up (person, thing) as in pound; take 
legal possession of; confiscate, [im-1] 

impov'erish, v.t. Make poor; exhaust 
strength of. So ~ment n. [ME, f. OF 
tsu(povcrir f. povre poor), see -ish2] 

imprac'tic]able, a. Impossible in prac- 

impressionism 

tice; (of persons or things) unmanageable; 
(of roads etc.) impassable. Hence ~aniL- 
ity, ~ableNESS, nn., ~abLY2 adv. [im-2] 

im'preclate, v.t. Invoke, call down, (evil 
upon person etc.). So ~a'tion n. (esp., 
spoken curse), ~atORY a. [f. L im 1 (precari 

_pray) 1 
impreg'n|able, a. (Of fortress etc.) that 
cannot be taken by arms; (fig.) proof 
against attack. Hence ~aBiL'iTY n., 
~abLY2 adv. [late ME & OF imprenable 
(im-2, prendre take); -g- f. 16th c.] 

impreg'nate1, a. Pregnant (lit. & fig.); 
permeated (with), [f. LL im 1(praegnare be 
pregnant), see -ate2] 

impr8g'n|ate2, v.t. Make (female) preg¬ 
nant; (Biol.) fecundate (female reproduc¬ 
tive cell or ovum); fill, saturate, (with); 
imbue, fill, (with feelings, moral qualities, 
etc.). Hence ~a'tion n. [as prec., see 
ATE3] 

impresfib'io, n. (pi. —s). Organizer of 
public entertainments, esp. manager of 
operatic or concert company. [It. (im- 
presa undertaking, as emprise, see -ary-1)] 

imprescrip'tible, a. Not subject to pre¬ 
scription, that cannot be legally taken 
away, esp. ~ right. [F (im-2)] 

im'prfiss1, n. Stamping; mark made by 
seal, stamp, etc.; (fig.) characteristic 
mark. [f. foil.] 

impress'2, v.t. Apply (mark etc.) with 
pressure, imprint, stamp, (on); imprint, 
enforce, (idea etc., that, what, etc., on 
person, his mind); mark (thing with 
stamp etc. lit. & fig.); affect, influence, 
deeply, whence ~ible a., ~iBLL'lTY n.; 
affect (person) strongly (with idea etc.). 
[ME, f. OF empresser & L ui1(primere — 
premere press2)] 

impress'3, v.t. Force (men) to serve in 
army or navy* (hist.); seize (goods etc.) for 
public service; enlist, make use of, (thing) 
in argument etc. Hence ~ment n. [im- 1 

+PRESS3] 

imprS'ssion (-shn), n. Impressing (of 
mark); mark impressed; print taken from 
type or engraving; (printing of) number of 
copies forming one issue of book, edition, 
(also, unaltered reprint from standing 
type or plates, as opp. to edition); effect 
produced (esp. on mind or feelings); 
notion, (vague) belief, impressed on the 
mind, as that is my ~, I was under the ~ 
that. [ME, f. OF f. L impressio (as 
impress2, see -ION)] 

impre'ssion|able (-shon-), a. Suscep¬ 
tible of impressions, easily influenced. 
Hence ~aBlL'iTY n. [F (impressionner, as 
prec., see -able)] 

impre'ssion|ism (-shon-), n. Method of 
painting or writing so as to give general 
tone & effect -without elaborate detail, or 
(in painting, opp. pre-Iiaphaelilism) with 
details so treated as to be apprehended 
simultaneously, & not successively with 
changes of focus, cf. post-~ism. So 
~ary *, ~is'tic, aa., ~ist n. [-ism] 
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Impress'ive, a. (Of language, scenes, etc.) 
able to excite deep feeling. Hence ~ly2 
(-vl-) adv., ~ness (-vn-) n. [-ive] 

im'prest, n. Money advanced to person 
to be used in State business, [f. phr. in 
prest (15th c., f. OF prest loan) on account, 
in advance ] 

imprimat'-uir, n. Official licence to print 
(now usu. of works sanctioned by R.-C. 
Church); (fig.) sanction, [mod. L. = let 
it be printed] 

hup run’lx, adv. In the first place, [assim. 
f. L in primis among the first things ] 

im'print1, n. Impression, stamp, (lit. & 
fig.); publisher's, printer’s, ~ (name, place 
etc., on title-page or at end of book), [f. 
F empreinte stamp (as foil.)] 

imprint'2, v.t. Stamp (figure etc. on); 
impress (idea etc. on, in, mind etc.); im¬ 
press (quality etc. on, in); stamp (thing 
with figure). [ME, f. OF empreinter f. em- 
preindre, -preint f. L im \primere — pre- 
mere press) ] . 

impris'on (-z-), v.t. Put into prison; 
(fig.) confine, shut up. So ~ment (-z-) n. 
[ME, f. OF ^(prisoner f. PRISON)] 

improb'|able, a. Not likely to be true or 
to happen. Hence ~aiiii/iTY n., ~abLY2 
adv. [f. F, or L m^iprobabilis probable)] 

improb'ity, n. Wickedness; dishonesty. 
[f. L improbitas f. m'-(probus honest), see 
-TY] 

impromp'tu, adv., n., & a. Extempore 
(performance, composition, speech); 
musical composition having character of 
improvisation. [17th c., f. F, = L in 
promptu in readiness (promere, see 
PROMPT) ] 

improp'er, a. 
lion (greater 
greater than 

impute 

Inaccurate, wrong; ~ frac- 
than 1, with numerator 
denominator); unseemly, 

indecent. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. F im- 
propre or L improprius (im-2, proper)] 

II improp'ri|ate, v.t. Annex (ecclesiastical 
benefice) to corporation or person as 
property; place (tithes, ecclesiastical 
property) in lay hands. So ~ate2 (-at) a., 
~a'tion n. [f. med. L i.u '(propriare f. 
proprivs own), see -ate3] 

II Improp'riator, n. One to whom bene¬ 
fice is impropriated, [as prec., see -or] 

impropri'ety, n. Incorrectness; unfit¬ 
ness; indecency, [f. F -M or L iM2(pro- 

prietas propriety)] 

improv'lable (-oov-), a. That can be im¬ 
proved; adapted for cultivation. Hence 
~aBiL'iTY, ~ableNESS, nn. [-able] 

improve' (-oov), v.t. & i. Make, become, 
better; ~ away, get rid of by improve¬ 
ments ; make good use of (the occasion, 
the, opportunity); ~ upon, produce some¬ 
thing better than; preach on (the occasion) 
with a view to edification. So ~ment 

(-dbvm-) n., (also) addition, alteration, 
etc., that adds to the value (of lands, 
houses, etc.). [16th c. em-, improw(e) f. 
AF f. OF em- EM- +prou profit] 

improv'er (-oov-), n. In vbl senses; also 

or esp.: one who works at trade for low 

wage or none to improve his skill; 

= DRESS-~. [-ER1] 
improv'idlent, a. Unforeseeing; heed¬ 

less ; thriftless. Hence or cogn. ~ence n., 

~entLY2adv. [im-2] 
improv'isator (-z-), Zmpr8(v)isattyr e 
(-vezahtorb), n. (It. pi. -ori, pron. -ore). 
One who improvises or composes extem¬ 
pore. So improv(v)isatric'e (-vezah- 
trech'a) [-trix] n. [It. (-e,) as improvise, 

see -or] 
improvise' (-z; also im-), v.t. Compose, 
utter, (verse, music, etc., or abs.) extem¬ 
pore ; provide, get up, extempore. Hence 
improvisA'noN n., improvisatdrTAL, 
improvis'atORY, aa., (-z-). [f. F im¬ 
proviser (f. It. improv(v)isare) f. L im-2 

(provisus p.p. as provide) or on the earlier 
E improvisation] 

imprud'lent (-roo-), a. Rash, indiscreet. 
Hence or cogn. ~ence n., ~entLY2 adv. 
[f. L im\prudens prudent)] 

im'pud|ent, a. Shamelessly forward; un¬ 
blushing ; insolently disrespectful. Hence 
or cogn. ~ence n., ~entLY2 adv. [ME, f. 
L im2pudens (pudere be ashamed, -ent)] 

impudi'city, n. Shamelessness, im¬ 
modesty. [f. F impudiciU f. L iu2(pudicus 
as prec). -ty ] 

impugn' (-un), v.t. Assail by word, call 
in question, (statement, action). Hence 
~able a., ~ment n., (-un-). [f. L im-1 

(pugnarc fight) assail ] 
impu'isslant, a. Impotent, weak. So 
~ANCEn. [F (IM-2 4-PUISSANT)] 

im'pulse, n. Impelling, push; (Dynam.) 
indefinitely large force enduring in¬ 
appreciably short time but producing 
finite momentum, e.g. blow of hammer, 
(also) product of average value of force 
multiplied by time during which it acts; 
mental incitement; sudden tendency to 
act without reflection; impetus, [f. L 
impulsus -us (as impel) ] 

Impulsion (-shn), n. Impelling push; 
mental impulse; impetus. [ME, f. OF, f. 
L impulsionem (as impel, see -ion)] 

impul'sive, a. Tending to impel; (of per¬ 
sons, conduct, etc.) apt to be moved, 
prompted, by sudden impulse. Hence 
~ly2 (-vl-) adv.; ~ness (-vn-) n. [f. F 
(•if, -ive) or LL impulsivus (as prec., see 
-IVE) 1 

impun'ity, n. Exemption from punish¬ 
ment, esp. with ~ ; exemption from injury 
as consequence of act. [f. L impunitas f. 
m2(punis i. poena penalty), see -ty ] 

impure', a. Dirty; unchaste; mixed with 
foreign matter, adulterated, (lit. & fig.); 
(of colour) mixed with another colour. 
Hence or cogn. ~ly2 (-rl-) adv., impur1 
ity n. [f. L im\purus pure)] 

imputle', v.t. Attribute, ascribe, (fault 
etc., rarely good quality etc., to person 
etc.); (Theol.) ascribe (righteousness, 
guilt, to person) by vicarious substitu¬ 
tion. So ~aBn/iTY, ~a'tion, nn., ~'able. 
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~'atrvE, aa., ~'ativeLY2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF imputer f. L IM1(jmtare reckon) enter 
in the account] 

in1, prep. expr. inclusion or position with¬ 
in limits of space, time, circumstance, 
etc., as: in Europe, England, London (so 
of any large city or of town etc. in which 
speaker lives, cf. at), in the house, a box, 
a car, a pond, a crowd; (of dress etc.) in 
muslin, mourning, white, brown boots; 
in (the works of) Thackeray; (of part 
affected) blind in one eye; (of ratio) not 
one in a hundred; (of body etc. to which 
one belongs etc.) in the army, shares in a 
company; (of non-physical regions) in 
politics, fancy, my ojjinion; (of situation, 
often idiomatic) in clover, hot water, 
fetters, leading-strings, the dark2, health, 
hope (of), sorrow, calf, in (supplied with) 
cash, in (under influence of) liquor; (of 
occupation) in search of, in pursuance of, 
in (while) crossing the river; (of form or 
arrangement) packed in dozens, sold in 
building-plots, falling in folds, in order1 
(2) to or that; (of instrument or material) 
drank his health in a glass of whisky, the 
coat was in green velvet; (of purpose) in 
reply to, in quest of, in honour of; (of time) 
in (during) the day, in (within the space of) 
three months, in (at the end of) five minutes; 
in itself, apart from all else, absolutely; 
(colloq.) the latest thing in (within the 
sphere of) radios; (of personas capacity 
etc.) as far as in me lies, did not think he 
had it in him (was capable of it); not in it, 
not in the running, not a serious com¬ 
petitor ; nothing, little, not much, in it, 
(Racing) no decided advantage as yet 
gained by any competitor, no guessing 
who will win; (with vbs of motion or 
change) put it in your pocket, cut it in half, 
throw it in the fire; (expr. relation of vb to 
indirect object), believe in, trust in, share 
in, engage in, rejoice in; (so with adjj. & 
nn.) weak in (as regards) algebra, wanting 
in courage, your trust in him, a change in 
the constitution; (of number or dimension) 
seven in number, four feet in width; (form¬ 
ing adv. phr.) in fact, in truth, in honour, 
in any case; in so (or as) far as, in such 
measure as; in that, since, because. [OE, 
OS, OHG, Goth, in, ON i, cogn. w. L in, 
Gk en] 

In2, adv. expr. position bounded by certain 
limits or motion to a point enclosed by 
them, as: come in, send him in, walk in, 
(into house, enclosed ground, etc.), put a 
notice in (into a paper), lock him in, he is 
in (the house etc., esp. = at home); in 
with il, put, take, it in; throw in the 
harness (to the bargain, in addition); a 
coal with the woolly side in (nearest the 
body); the Liberals were in (office); short 
skirts, oysters, are in (in fashion or season); 
(Crick.) before he had been in (batting) five 
minutes; keep the fire in (burning); train, 
boat, summer, is in (arrived); (with trans. 
vbs) burn, cut, rub, (thing) in (so as to 

penetrate into another), hem, cover, wall, 
(thing) in (so as to enclose it); in for, 
involved in, committed to, (nsu. some¬ 
thing unpleasant, esp. it), also, engaged 
in competition for (race, prize, etc.); be, 
keep, in (on friendly terms) with; breed in 
<£■ in (repeatedly within same stock); in 
& out, now in, now out, to & fro, with 
alternation or oscillation; in on il (col¬ 
loq.), in the know. [OE in(n), OS, OHG in 
(G ein), ON, Goth, inn, also OE inne, OS, 
OHG, Goth, inna, ON inni, derivatives 
f. prec.] 

in3, a. Interna], living etc. inside, as in 
patient, in-patient, one who remains in 
hospital while under treatment, [prec. 
used attrib. 1 

In4, n. (PI.) political party in office; ins & 
outs, turnings to & fro (usu. fig.), details 

(of procedure etc.), [f. in2] 

In5, prep. (L).Jln dbs&n’tla, in (his or her) 
absence; in arllc'uld mort'is, in the in¬ 
stant of death; in camera ; in cap’Ue, in 
chief, holding or held immediately of the 
crown; in common'dam, as a charge or 
trust (of benefice pending appointment 
of regular incumbent, or of its revenue 
enjoyed by layman etc.); in cdntdmd’ci&rn 
(-shi-), in contempt of court; in iss'i, in 
actual existence, cf. in posse; in extln'so, 
at full length; in extremes, at the point of 
death; in ftagrdn’te delic'to, in the very 
act of committing an offence; in form’a 
paup’eris, as poor person not liable to 
costs; in loc'o parin'Its, in place of a 
parent; inmcd'ias res, into the thick of it; 
in memo?'him, in memory of; in nub'ibus, 
in the clouds, vague, speculative; in 
part'ibus (Infidel'turn), (of Rom. Cath. 
titular bishop) in a heretical country; in 
pdss'i, potentially, opp. to in esse; in 
prop’ria persdn'a, in his (her) own person; 
in pur'is ndlurdl’ibus, stark naked; in 
re2; in sit'd, in its (original) place; 
in stat'd pupilldr'i,under guardianship; in 
stat'd quo, in the same state (as formerly); 
in terror'6m, as a warning; in tot'o, com¬ 
pletely ; in vit’ro, (in laboratory use) in a 
test-tube etc. (lit. in glass). 

in- ’, pref. = L in in, on, into, towards, 
against (becoming il- before l, im- before 
b, m, p, ir- before r). In OF in-, im-, be¬ 
came en-, em-; E has usu. in-, im-, in wds 
obviously of L orig., to which the wds 
adopted from OF wore, from the 14th c., 
made to conform (see en-1). Words that 
still retain both forms are given in this 
dictionary under the more usual form. 

in-2, pref. = L in- (il- etc. as prec.), cogn. 
w. Gk a, an-, Gmc *un-, prefixed to adjj. 
& their derivatives to express negation. 
As living E pref., in- often interchanges 
with un-, which is preferred in wds not 
obviously answering to L types (unavail¬ 
ing, uncertain, undevout). 

-in, a modification of the chem. suf. -ine5 

forming names of neutral substances such 

as glycerides, glucosides, proteins, etc. 
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(albumin, casein, fibrin, gelatin) to dis¬ 
tinguish them from names of alkaloids 
& basic substances. Some wds of this 
class were formerly spelt -ine, & are still 
so spelt in pop. use (margarine, gelatine). 

-ina1, L fern. suf. found in regina, ex¬ 
tended in It. or Sp. & used in E to form 
fem. titles (czarina) & proper names 
(Georgina)-, occurring also in names of 
musical instruments (concertina, sera- 
pkina). Of. -ine 4. 

-ina2, suf., neut. pi. of (often mod.) L adjj., 
used, in agreement with animalia animals 
understood, to form names of groups of 
animals related to some typical genus, as 
Bombycina (genus Bombyx). 

inability, n. Being unable; lack of power 
or means. I in-21 

inaccess'|ible (-ks-), a. That cannot be 
reached; (of persons) not open to ad¬ 
vances, unapproachable. Hence ~inii/lTY 

n.,~ibLY2 adv. [F, orf. I.L in'l(acccssibilis 
ACCESSIBLE) ] 

inacc'ur|ate, a. Not accurate. Hence ~- 
acy n., ~ateLY2 adv. [in-2] 

inac't|ion, n. Absence of action; sluggish¬ 
ness, inertness. So ~iye a., ~iveLY2 adv., 
~iv'ity n. [in-2] 

inadaptability, n. Want of adaptability. 
[IN-2] 

inad'equ|ate, a. Not adequate (to pur¬ 
pose, to do); insufficient. Hence ~acy n., 
~ateLY* adv. [in-2] 

inadhesive ( li-), a. Not adhesive, [in-2] 

inadmiss'lible, a. That cannot be ad¬ 
mitted or allowed. Hence ~iBiL'iTY n. 
[IN-2] 

inadvert'lent, a. Not properly attentive; 
negligent; (of actions) unintentional. 
Hence or cogn. ~ence, ~ency, nn., 
~entLY2 adv. [f. earlier inadvertence, 
-ency (IN-2, ADVERT, -ENT)] 

inadvis'able (-z-), a. Not advisable. 
[IN-2] 

inal'ienlable, a. Not alienable. Hence 
~aBrL'iTY n., ~abLY2 adv. [in-2] 

inal'ter|able (-awl-), a. Unalterable. 
Hence ~ami/iTY n., ~abLY2 adv. [in-2] 

infimora’to (-rah-), n. (fem. -ta). Lover. 
[It. (now inn-) f. in l(amorare f. amore f. L 
amor love) enamour] 

inane', a. & n. Empty, void, silly; sense¬ 
less; (n.) the ~, vacuity, infinite space. 
Hence or cogn. ~ly2 (-nl-) adv., inan'lTY 

n. [f. L inanis empty, vain] 
Inanimate, a. Destitute of life; not 
endowed with animal life, as ~ nature 
(outside the animal world); spiritless, 
dull. Hence or cogn. ~ly2 adv., inanimA- 
tion n. [f. LL IN2(animatus animate1)] 

inani'tion, n. Emptiness, esp. from want 
of nourishment, [f. LL inanitio f. inanire 
make empty (as inane), see -ion] 

inappeas'able (-z-), a. Not appeasable. 
[IN-2] 

inappell'able, n. Not to be appealed 
against, [f. in-2+L appellare appeal+ 
-BLE] 

inbred 

inapp'etence, n. Want of appetence. 
[F (in-2, appetence)] 

inapp'liclable, a. Not applicable, unsuit¬ 
able, (to ease, purpose). Hence ~aBXL'iTY 
n., ~abLY2 adv. [in-2] 

inapp'osite, a. Not apposite, out of 
place. Hence ~ly2 adv. [in-2] 

inappre'ciablle (-sha-), a. Imperceptible, 
not worth reckoning; that cannot be 
appreciated. Hence ~ly 2 adv. [in-2] 

inapprecia'tion, n. Failure to appreciate. 
So inappre'ciatiVE (-sha ) a. [in-2] 

inapprehensible, a. That cannot be 
grasped by senses or intellect, [f. LL 
-ilrilis (in-2, apprehensible)] 

inapproach'able, a. Unapproachable. 
[IN-2] 

inappropriate, a. Not appropriate. 
Hence~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [in-2] 

inapt', a. Unfit, unskilful. Hence in- 
ap'tiTUDE, ~ness, nn., ~ly2 adv. 
[IN-2] 

inabch', v.t. Graft by connecting growing 
branch without separation from parent 
stock. [IN- 1 + ARC1I V. ] 

inffrm', v.t. (poet.). Embrace, [in 1 -f- 
ARM1] 

inabtic'ulate, a. Not jointed; (of speech) 
not articulate; unable to speak dis¬ 
tinctly; dumb. Hence ~l.v2 adv., ~ness 

n. [f. LL in2(articulatus articulate)] 

inaftifi'cial (-shal), a. Lacking in art, 
inartistic; artless, natural. Hence ~ly2 
adv. [f. L in2(artificialis artificial)] 

In£btis't|ic, a. Not following the prin¬ 
ciples of art; unskilled in art. Hence 
~ICALLY adv. [IN-2] 

inasmuch' (-az-), adv. ~ as, since, be¬ 
cause ; (arch.) in so far as. [ME; orig. 
three wds ] 

inatten't|ion, n. Want of attention, beed- 
lessness; neglect to show courtesy. So 
~ive a., ~iveLY2 adv., ~iveNESS n. [in-2, 

or f. F ] 
inaud'lible, a. That cannot be heard. 

Hence ■—iBlL'iTY n., ~ibLY2 adv. [f. LL 
li\2(audibilis audible)] 

inaug'ural, a. & n. Of inauguration; 
*(n.)~ speech or address. [F, f. inaugurer 
(as foil.)] 

inaug'urjate, v.t. Admit (person) to 
office etc. with ceremony; enter with 
ceremony upon (undertaking etc.); ini¬ 
tiate public use of (building etc.). Hence 
or cogn. • 'A'tion, ~atOR, nn., ~atORY a. 
[f. L in l(augurare take omens, f. augur), 
see -ate3] 

inauspi'cious (-shws), a. Not of good 
omen; unlucky. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~NESS 

n. [in-2] 
in'board (-did), adv. & a. (naut.). (Situ¬ 
ated) within sides of or towards centre of 
ship, [in1] 

in'born, a. Implanted by nature, [in2] 

inbreathe' (-dh), v.t. Breathe (thing) in 
(lit. & fig.), [in2] 

in'bred, a. Innate, inherent by nature; 
bred in and in. [in2] 
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in'breeding, n. Breeding in & in, breed¬ 
ing from animais closely related, [in2] 

Inc'a (1-), n. Emperor or king of Peru 
before Spanish conquest; one of royal 
race of Peru. [Peruv. ] 

incal'cul|able, a. Too great for calcula¬ 
tion ; that cannot be reckoned before¬ 
hand ; (of person, character, etc.) un¬ 
certain. Hence ~aBLL'iTYn., ~abLY2 adv, 
[IN-2] 

incandesce', v.i. & t. Glow, cause to 
glow, with heat. [f. after foil. ] 

incandes'clent, a. Glowing with heat; 
shining brightly; (of electric & other 
light) produced by glowing of filament 
etc. Hence ~ence n. [F, f. L in 1(can- 
descere incept, of candere be white), see 
-ENT] 

incanta'tion, n. (Use of) magical formula; 
spell, charm. [ME, f. OF f. LL incanta- 
tionem f. in x(cantarc chant) bewitch, see 
-ION] 

incap'lable, a. Not capable (of conduct 
etc., of doing-, often in good sense, = too 
honest etc. to do); not susceptible (of 
improvement etc.); lacking in ordinary 
powers, as drunk <& -—able. Hence 
~aBiL'iTY n., ~abLY2 adv. [f. F, or LL 
IN2(capabilis capable)] 

incapa'cit|ate, v.t. Render incapable or 
unfit (for work etc., for, from, doing). 
Hence ~a'tion n. [f. foil. + -ate 3 ] 

incapacity, n. Inability (for doing, for 
work etc., to do, or abs.); legal disquali¬ 
fication. [f. F in\capadU capacity)] 

inciTr'cer|ate, v.t. Imprison (lit. & fig.). 
Hence or cogn. ~a'tion, ~atOK, nn. [f. 
med. L in 1(carcerare f. career prison), see 
-ATE3] 

incdbn'adlne, a., & v.t. (poet.). (Dye) 
flesh-coloured, crimson. t(vb f. a.) F (-in, 
-ine) f. It. incarnadino (for -lino) f. in- 
carnato INCARNATE1 ] 

incfO-n'ate1, a. (Of person, spirit, quality, 
etc.) embodied in flesh, esp. in human 
form, as lie is an ~ fiend. Liberty ~; (as 
p.p., of Christ) was ~ by the Holy Ghost. 
[ME, f. LL in \carnare f. caro carnis flesh), 
see -ate2] 

incdrn'ate2 (or in'k-), v.t. Embody in 
flesh; put (idea etc.) into concrete form, 
realize; (of person etc.) be living embodi¬ 
ment of (quality), [as prec., see -ate3] 

incSkna'tion, n. Embodiment in (esp. 
human) flesh, esp. the (of Christ); im¬ 
personation, living type, (of quality etc.). 
[ME, f. OF f. LL incarnationem (as prec. 
see -ion)] 

incau'tious (-slius), a. Rash. Hence~LY2 
adv.,~NESSn. [in-2] 

incen'diarly, a. & n. 1. Of. guilty of, the 
malicious setting on fire of property (~p 
bomb, filled with inflammatory sub- 
stance(s) for causing fires); (fig.) tending 
to stir up strife, inflammatory. 2. n. ~y 
person (lit. & fig.); ~y bomb. Hence 

'■'-'Ism n. [f. L incendiarius f. incendium 
conflagration f. vt(cendere cens- set fire to), 
see -ary 1 ] 

In'cense1, n. Gum, spice, producing sweet 
smell when burned; smoke of this, esp. in 
religious ceremonial; (fig.) praise, flattery. 
[ME, f. OF encetis f. LL incensum thing 
burnt, incense, neut. p.p. as prec.] 

in'censle2, v.t. Fumigate (person, thing) 
with incense; burn incense to (deity etc.); 
suffuse with fragrance. Hence ~ a'tion n. 
[ME, f. OF encenser (as prec.)] 

incSnse'3, v.t. Enrage, make angry (~<Z 
against, with, at, by). [ME, f. OF incenser 
f. L incendere (see incendiary)] 

in'censory, n. Vessel for burning incense, 
censer, [f. med. L incensorium (incense ’, 
-ory)] 

incSn'tive, a. & n. 1. Tending to incite. 
2. n. Incitement (to action, to do, to doing), 
provocation, motive, [f. L incenlivus 
setting the tune f. in 1(cinerc cent- = 
canere sing) sing to; -ive ] 

incept', v.i. & t. II (Formerly at Camb. 
Univ.) commence the taking of Master’s 
or Doctor’s degree, so incfip'tOR n.; 
(Biol.) take in. [f. L in 1(cipere cept- = 
capere take) begin ] 

incfip'tion,n. Beginning; II (Camb. Univ.) 
incepting. [ME, f. OF, or L inceptio (as 
prec., see -ion)] 

incep'tive, a. & n. Beginning; initial; 
(Gram.) ~ verb, one that denotes the be¬ 
ginning of an action; (n.) ~ verb. [f. LL 
inceptivus (as incept, see -ive)] 

incdrt'itude, n. Uncertainty, [f. F, or 
LL incertitude) (in-2, certitude)] 

IncSss'ant, a. Unceasing, continual, re¬ 
peated. Hence incess'ANCY, ~ness, nn., 
~ly2 adv. [f. F, or LL in 2(cessans -ant- 
part. of cessare cease) ] 

in'efist, n. Sexual commerce of near kin¬ 
dred. [ME, f. L incestus -us or m2(cestum 
neut. adj. = castum chaste)] 

inces'tuous, a. Involving, guilty of, in¬ 
cest. Hence~ly2 adv. [f. LL inccstuosus 
(as prec., see -ous)] 

inch1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Twelfth part of 
(linear) foot; square, cubic, ~, area equal 
to square, content equal to cube, whose 
side is an ~; (as unit of rainfall) quantity 
that would cover surface to depth of an 
~; (of atmospheric or other pressure) 
amount that balances weight of column 
of mercury 1 in. high in mercurial baro¬ 
meter ; small amount; by ~cs, bit by bit; 
every ~, entirely; (pi.) stature (a man of 
your ~es); give him an ~ <& he’ll take an 
ell ; flog person within an ~ of his life, 
almost to death; an ~ of cold iron, stab 
with a dagger etc. 2. v.t. & i. Move by 
~es, edge in, forward, etc. [OE ynce = 
OHG unza, Goth, unkja f. L uncia twelfth 
part, see ounce1] 

II inch2, n. Small (esp. Scottish) island 
(freq. in place names), [f. Gael, innis] 

In wds from incalculable to incautious pronounce in-k-, not ingk-. 
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in'choate1 (In-ko-), a. Just begun; un¬ 
developed. [f. L IN l(cohare, choare), see 
-ATE2] 

in'cholate2 (ln-ko-), v.t. Begin ; originate. 
So~a'tion n.,~atiVE (or -ko'a-) a. [preo., 
-ATE3] 

in'cidence, n. Falling on, contact with, 
a thing; what is the ~ of the tax?, on whom 
will it fall?; (Phys.) falling of line, or of 
thing, moving in a line, upon a surface; 
angle of ~, that which the incident line, 
ray, etc., makes with the perpendicular 
to the surface at point of~ ; range, scope, 
extent, of influence. [ME, f. OF (as 
INCIDENT2, See -ENCE)] 

in'cident l, n. Subordinate or accessory 
event; event, occurrence; hostile clash of 
e.g. troops of countries not at war, as 
frontier ~; detached event attracting 
general attention; distinct piece of action 
in play or poem; (Law) privilege, burden, 
etc., attaching to estate etc. [ME, f. OF 
(as foil.)] 

in'cident2, a. Apt to occur, naturally at¬ 
taching, (to); (Law) attaching to (cf. 
prec.); (of light etc.) falling, striking, 
(upon). [ME, f. OF, or L in 1(cidere — 
cadere fall), see -ent ] 

incidental, a. Casual, not essential; 
liable to happen to; ~ images, colours 
(perceived as consequence of impressions 
no longer present); ~ music (introduced 
during the action of a play). Hence ~ly2 

adv. (also, loosely, by the way, parenthet¬ 
ically). 

incin'erlate, v.t. Reduce to ashes; con¬ 
sume (body etc.) by fire. Hence or cogn. 
~A'TION, ~atOK, nn. [INCIDENT1-)--Ah] [f. 
med. L m1(cinerare f. cinis -eris ashes), 

see -ate3] 

incip'i|ent, a. Beginning; in an initial 
stage. Hence ~ence, ~ency, nn., ~ent- 
ly2 adv. [f. L as incept, see -ent] 

In'clpH, sent. n. (Here) begins (book etc.), 
cf. EXPLICIT1. [L] 

incise' (-z), v.t. Make a out in; engrave. 
[f. F inciser i. L is ‘(cidere cis- — caedere 
cut)] 

inci'sion (-zkn), n. Cutting into a thing; 
cut, division produced by cutting, notch. 
[ME, f. OF f. L incisionem (prec., -ion)] 

incis'ive, a. Cutting, penetrating; (fig.) 
mentally sharp ; acute, trenchant. Hence 
~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness (-VH-) n. [F (-if, 
-ive), or f. med. L incisivus (as incise, see 
-IVE)] 

incis'or (-z-), n. Any tooth between the 
canine teeth in either jaw. [med. L, = 
cutter (as incise, see -OR) ] 

incite', v.t. Urge, stir up, (person etc. to 
action, to do). Hence or cogn. incitA'TiON, 
~ment (-tm-), nn. [late ME, f. F inciter f. 
L in 1(cita.re rouse frequent, of ciere cit-)] 

incivil'ity, n. Rudeness, discourtesy, [f. 
F incivility or LL IN\civilitas civility)] 

in'eivism, n. Want of good citizenship, 

incohesive 

esp. of loyalty to French Revolution 
principles, [f. F ls\cioisme f. L civis 
citizen)] 

II infelearing, n. The cheques etc. collec¬ 
tively payable by a bank & received 
through clearing-house for settlement. 
[in adv. ] 

inclem'lent, a. (Of weather or climate) 
severe, esp. cold or stormy. So ~ency n. 
[f. F, or L m\clemens clement)] 

inclin'able, a. Inclined, disposed, (to 
thing, to do); favourable (to). [ME, f. OF 
enclinable (as incline1, see -able)] 

inclination, n. Leaning, slope, slant; 
difference of direction of two lines, esp. as 
measured by angle between them; dis¬ 
position, propensity, (to, for, towards, 
thing, to do); liking, affection, (for). [ME, 
f. OF, or f. L inclinatio (foil., -ation)] 

incline'1, v.t. & i. Bend (head, body, one¬ 
self) forward or downward; ~ one’s ear, 
listen favourably (to person, prayer, etc.); 
dispose (mind, heart, person, to do), as 
~ our hearts to keep this law, I am ~fZ to 
think; be disposed, as f ~ to think; lean, 
cause to lean, from the vertical etc.; 
(sloping) plane, one of the mechanical 

powers', tend (to corpulence etc.). [ME 
en- f. OF encliner f. L in 1(clinare bend)] 

in'cline2 (or -in'), n. Inclined plane; slope, 
[f. prec.] 

inclinom'eter, n. Instrument measuring 
vertical intensity of earth’s magnetic 
force as shown by dip of magnetic needle, 
or for measuring slope, [incline +-o-4- 

-METER1 

includ|e' (-loo-), v.t. Comprise, embrace, 
(thing etc.) as part of a whole; (part, in 
abs. constr.) if we~e, as seven were killed, 
~ing the guard-, treat, regard, as so 
comprised; *~e out, (specifically) exclude; 
(p.p.) shut in. [ME, f. L inx(cludere clus- 
= claudere shut) 1 

inclusive (-loo-), a. Including, compris¬ 
ing, (of, or abs.); (abbr. incl.) -pages 7 to 
26 ~ (including pages 7 & 26); including 
much or all, as ~ terms (at hotel etc.). 
Hence or cogn. inclu'siON (-loozhn) n., 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. med. L inclusivus 
(as prec., see -ive)] 

incog', a., n., & adv. Colloq. abbr. of foil. 
incdg'nitS, a. & n. (pi. -ti pron. -te; fern. 

-ta pron. -ta, pi. -te pron. -ta), & adv. 
(Person) concealed under disguised 
character; (adv.) with one’s name, 
character, etc., concealed, as travel, do 
good,~. [It., = unknown, f.L in2(cognitus 
p.p. of cognoscere get to know)] 

incogn'izable (-kOgn-, -kdn-), a. That 
cannot be apprehended by senses or in¬ 
tellect. [IN-2] 

incogn'izlant (as prec.), a. Unaware, un¬ 
conscious of. So~ANCEn. [IN-2] 

incoher'|ent, a. Not coherent (lit. & fig.). 
So ~ence n., ~entLY2 adv. [in-2] 

incohes'ive, a. Not cohesive, [in-2] 

In wds from in-clearing to incurve, pronounce in-k-, not ingk-. 
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incombus'tlible, a. That cannot be con¬ 
sumed by fire. Hence ~Ibil'ity n. [f. 

_med. L Y$\combustibiUs combustible)] 

in'come, n. Periodical (usu. annual) 
receipts from one’s business, lands, work, 
investments, etc.; —tax (levied on this). 
[in adv.] 

In'com'er (-kti-), n. One who comes 

in; immigrant; intruder; successor, [in 

adv.] 

in'com'ing1 (-ku-), n. Entrance, arrival; 
(usu. pi.) revenue, income, [in adv.] 

in'coming2 (-ku-), a. Succeeding; immi¬ 
grant ; (of profit) accruing, [in adv. ] 

incommen'surlable (-sher-), a. (Of 
magnitudes) having no common measure 
integral or fractional (with another); 
irrational, surd; not comparable in 
respect of magnitude; not worthy to be 
measured with. Hence -—auu/iTY n., 
~abLY2 adv. [f. LL ln -(commensurabilis 
COMMENSURABLE) ] 

incommen'surate (-sher-), a. Out of pro¬ 
portion, inadequate, (with, to)', = prec. 
Hence ~NESSn. [in-2] 

Incommode', v.t. Trouble, annoy; 
hinder, [f. F incmumoder or L in 2(eormno- 
darc f. commodus commodious)] 

incommod'Ious, a. Not affording good 
accommodation, uncomfortable. Hence 
~NESS n. [IN-2] 

incommun'Iclable, a. That cannot be 
shared; that cannot be told. Hence 
~aBiL'iTY, ~ableNESs, nn., ~abLY2 adv. 
[f. F, or LL in2 (communicabilis communic¬ 

able)] 

Incommunica'dS (-ah-), a. Without 
means of communication, (of prisoner) in 
solitary confinement. [Sp. (-omu-)J 

incommun'Icatlve, a. Not communica¬ 
tive. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. Iin-2] 

incommut'ab|le, a. Unchangeable; not 
commutable. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF, or L ix'Hco'mmvlabilis commutable)] 

Incompact', a. Not compact (esp. fig.). 
[IN-2] 

Incom'parablle, a. Matchless; not to be 
compared (with, to). Hence ~leNESS n., 
~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF f. L IN2(comparabilis 
comparable) ] 

incompat'lible, a. Opposed in character, 
discordant; inconsistent (with). So ~i- 
bil'ity n. [f. OF, ormed.LiN-(ccnnpaiibilis 
COMPATIBLE)] 

Incom'petlent, a. Not qualified or able 
(to do); not legally qualified. Hence or 
cogn. ~ence, ~ency, nn., —entLY2 adv. 
[f. F, or LL m2(competens competent)] 

Incomplete', a. Not complete. Hence 
~ly2 (-tl-) adv., ~NESS (-tn-) n. [ME, f. 
OF, or LL in2(completes complete)] 

incomprehen'sllble, a. That cannot be 
understood; (Athanas. Creed) boundless 
(also as n., three ~iblcs). Hence ~Ibil'ity, 

~IbleNESS, nn., ~IbLY2 adv. [ME. f. L 
m2(comprehensibilis comprehensible)] 

incoinprehen'sion (-shn), u. Failure to 
understand, [in-2] 

incompress'| ible, a. That cannot be 
compressed. Hence ~Ibil'ity n. [in-2] 

Incomput'able, a. That cannot be com¬ 
puted. [IN-2] 

inconceiv'lable (-sov-), a. That cannot be 
imagined; (pop.) very remarkable. Hene 
~aniL'iTY n., ~abLY2 adv. [in-21 

inconclus'Ive (-klob-), a. (Of argu¬ 
ment, evidence, action) not decisive or 
convincing. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 

. [IN'2' _ 
inconden'sable, a. That cannot he con¬ 
densed, esp. that cannot be reduced to 
liquid or solid condition, [in-2] 

incon'dite, a. (Of literary composition 
etc.) ill constructed; crude, unpolished, 
[f. L m2(conditus p.p. of condere put to¬ 
gether)] 

Inconfdrm'ity, n. Dissimilarity, want of 
conformity, (to, with); = nonconformity. 

incdng'ruous (-kfinggrdb-), a. Disagree¬ 
ing, out of keeping, (with); out of place, 
absurd. Hence or cogn. incongru'iTY 
(-groo-), ~ness, nn., ~ly2 adv. If. L 
in\congruus congruous)] 

inconsec'utive, a. Wanting in sequence, 
inconsequent. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness 
n. [in-2] 

Incon'sequ|ent, a. Not following natu¬ 
rally. irrelevant; wanting in logical se¬ 
quence; disconnected. Hence or cogn. 
~ence n.,~en'tiAL (-sbal) a.,~en'tialLY2 
(-shal-), ~entLY2, advv. [f. L in2(co«.- 
sequens consequent)] 

inconsid'erable, a. Not worth consider¬ 
ing: of small size, value, etc. [f. F, or 
IN-2 4- CONSIDERABLE ] 

Inconsid'er|ate, a. (Of person or action) 
thoughtless, rash; lacking in regard for 
feelings etc. of other's. Hence or cogn. 
—ateLY2 adv., ~ateNESs, ~a'tion, nn. [f. 
L in*(conJsideratus considerate)] 

inconsis'tjent, a. Not in keeping, dis¬ 
cordant, incompatible, (with); (of single 
thing) having ~ent parts; acting at 
variance with one’s own principles or 
former conduct. Hence ~ency n., ~ent- 
ly2 adv. [in-2] 

Inconsol'abjle, a. (Of person, his grief, 
etc.) that cannot be consoled. Heuce 
~ly2 adv. [f. F, or L in2(consolabilis con- 
SOLABLE)] 

mcon'sonlant, a. Not harmonizing (with, 
to). Hence ~ance n. [in-2] 

Inconsplc'uous, a. Not conspicuous; 
(Bot., of flowers) small, pale, or green. 
Hence ~ness n. If. LL in2(conspicuvs 
CONSPICUOUS)] 

Incon'stlant, a. (Of person) fickle, change¬ 
able ; variable, irregular. Hence or cogn. 
~ancY n., ~antLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF f. L 
in2(constanlem constant)] 

inconsum'able, a. That cannot be con¬ 
sumed by fire etc.; (Pol. Econ.) not meant 
to be consumed in use. [in-2] 

IncontSs'tablle, a. That cannot be dis¬ 
puted. Hence ~ly 2 adv. [F(in-2)1 
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inc5n'tin|ent, a. Wanting in self-restraint 
(esp. in regard to sexual appetite); un¬ 
able to hold in something (of secrets, 
tongue, urine, etc.)- So ~ence n. [ME, 
f. OF, or L in\continens continent)] 

incdn'tinently, adv. (literary). At once, 
immediately. [arch, incontinent adv. 
(thr. F) f. LL in continenli (tempore) in 
continuous time, + -ly 2 ] 

incontrovert'ib|le, a. Not to be disputed. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [in-2] 

inconven'ience, n., & v.t. Want of 
adaptation to personal requirement or 
ease; instance of this; (v.t.) put (person 
etc.) to~, incommode. [ME, f. OF, f. LL 
inconvenientia (as foil., see -ence)] 

inconven'ient, a. Unfavourable to ea.se 
or comfort, awkward, troublesome. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF inconvenient 
f. L m2(convenientem convenient)] 

inconv£rt'|ible, a. Not convertible (esp. 
of currency). Hence ~inn/iTY n., ~ibJ.Y2 
adv. [f. LL in2 (convertibilis convert¬ 

ible)] 

inconvin'cible, a. Not to be convinced. 
[in-2] 

Inc5<5rdina'tion, n. Want of coordina¬ 
tion. [IN-2] 

incorp'orate1, a. (Of company etc.) 
formed into a corporation; (of persons) 
united in a corporation, [as foil., see 
-ATE2] 

incdbp'orlate2, v.t. & i. Unite (in one 
body, with another thing); combine (in¬ 
gredients) into one substance; consti¬ 
tute as a legal corporation; become 
~ated (with); ~ated, abbr. inc. (esp. U.S.), 
forming a legal corporation. Hence or 
cogn. ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [ME, f. LL in *- 
(corporare f. corpus -oris body), -ate3] 

incorpor'eal, a. Not composed of mat¬ 
ter; of immaterial beings; (Law) having 
no material existence, esp. ~ hereditament. 
Henco ~ly2 adv., incdbpore'iTY n. [f. L 
in‘‘(corporeus f. corpus -oris body) + -ai.] 

incorrect', a. Not in accordance with 
fact; (of style etc.) improper, faulty; (of 
book) not properly corrected for press. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, f. OF, 
or L in2(correctus correct)] 

inco'rriglible, a. (Of person or habit) 
incurably bad or depraved. Hence 
~IbilTty n., ~ibLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF, or 
L in\corrigibilis corrigible)] 

incorrup'tlible, a. That cannot decay, so 
,--ton n. (bibl.); eternal; that cannot bo 
corrupted, esp. bribed. Hence or cogn. 
~ibilTty n., —IbLY2 adv. [ME, f. LL 
in2(corruptibilis corruptible) ] 

incrass'afe, a. (bot., zool.). Of thick or 
swollen form, [f. LL in *(crassare f. crassus 
thick), see -ate2] 

increasje'1, v.i. & t. Become greater; 
grow in numbers, esp. by propagation; 
advance (in quality, attainment, etc.); 
make greater or more numerous; in¬ 

incumbent 

tensity (quality). Hence ~'ingi,Y2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF enereistre (st. -eiss-) f. L 
inl(crescere grow)] 

in'crease2, n. Growth, enlargement; 
growth in numbers, multiplication (of 
men, animals, or plants); on the ~, in¬ 
creasing; increased amount; (arch.) 
crops, [f. prec.] 

incred'lible, a. That cannot be believed; 
(colloq.) hard to believe, surprising. So 
~Ibil'ity n., ~ibi.Y2 adv. [ME, f. L 
in2(credibilis credible)] 

Incred'ulous, a. Unbelieving (of or abs.). 
Hence or cogn. incredul'iTY n., ~ly2 
adv. [f. L m\credulus credulous)] 

in'crement, n. Increase; amount of this; 
profit; unearned ~, see un-2(1); (Math.) 
small amount by which variable quantity 
increases. [ME, f. L incrementum (as 
increase, see -ment)] 

incrim'inlate, v.t. Charge with crime; 
involve in accusation. Hence —atony a. 
[f. LL inl(criminarc criminate)] 

incrusta'tion, n. Encrusting; crust, hard 
coating; facing of marble etc. on building; 
(fig.) accretion of habit; scab. [f. F, or 
LL incrustatio (as encrust, see -ation)] 

in'cubate, v.t. & i. Hatch (eggs) by sit¬ 
ting on them or otherwise; sit on eggs, 
brood, [f. L in 1(cubare cubit- or cubat- 
lie), see -ate3] 

incuba'tion, n. Hatching; artificial~ (by 
artificial heat); (of the Holy Ghost) 
brooding; (Path.) phase through which 
germs of disease pass before development 
of first symptoms. So in'cubatlVE, inf 
cubatoRY, aa. [f. L incubatio (as prec., 
see -ation)] 

In'cubator, n. Apparatus for hatching 
birds, rearing children born prematurely, 
or developing bacteria, [f. incubate 

+ -or] 

in'cubus, n. (pi. -hi, -buses). Evil spirit 
supposed to descend on sleeping persons; 
nightmare; person, thing, that oppresses 
like nightmare. [ME; LL, = L incubo 
nightmare (as incubate)] 

in'culc|ate, v.t. Urge, impress, (fact, 
habit, idea) persistently (upon or in 
person, mind). So ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. 
[f. L in 1(culcare = calcare tread f. calx 
-Ids heel), -ate3] 

in'culpate, v.t. Accuse, blame; involve 
in charge. Hence inculpA'TlON n., in- 
cul'patORY a. [f. LL in Hculpare f. culpa 
fault), -ATE3] 

Incult', a. (rare). Untilled; unpolished, 
rude; (of person or manners) coarse, [f. 
L va2(cultus p.p. of colere till)] 

incum'bency, n. Office, tenure, sphere, 
of an incumbent, [f. foil., see -ency] 

Incum'bent1, n. Holder of ecclesiastical 
benefice or (rare, exc. U.S.) of any office, 
[as foil.] 

incum'bent2, a. Lying, pressing, (on); 
resting (up)on (person) as duty, as it is ~ 

In wds from in-clearing to incurve, pronounce in-k-, not ingk-. 
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on you to warn them. [f. L IN 1 {cumbere 
lie), -ent] 

tncunftb'ula, n. pi. Early stages of thing; 
(w. sing, -um) books printed early, esp. 
before 1501. [L, = swaddling-clothes, f. 
cunae cradle] 

incur', v.t. (-rr-). Fall into, bring on one¬ 
self, (danger, blame, punishment, etc.), 
[f. L in1(currere curs- run)] 

incur'|able, a. & n. (Person) that cannot 
be cured. Hence ~aBiL'iTY, ~ableNESS, 
nn., ~abLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF f. LL 
m2(curat>ilis curable)] 

incur'ious, a. Devoid of curiosity; heed¬ 
less, careless: uninteresting (usu. not ~). 
Hence incurios'iTY n., ~ly2 adv. [f. L 
in2(curiosus CURIOUS)] 

incut's|ion (-shn), n. Hostile invasion; 
sudden attack. So ~ive a. [ME, f. L 
incursio (as incur, see -ion)] 

incutv|e', v.t. Bend into a curve; curve 
inwards (esp. in p.p.). So ~a'tion n. [f. 
L in \curvare curve)] 

In'cus, n. Bone of ear receiving vibra¬ 
tions from malleus. [L, = anvil (as foil.)] 

incuse'1 (inkuz'), a. & n. (Of impression 
on coin etc.) hammered or stamped in; 
(n.) such impression, [f. L in ^ (cruderc cus- 
forge) ] 

incuse'2 (inkuz'), v.t. (esp. in p.p.). Im¬ 
press (figure etc.) by stamping; mark 
(coin etc.) with such figure, [as proc.] 

Ind (i-), n. (arch, or poet.). India. [ME, 
f. OF Inde] 

inda'ba (-ah-), n. A conference between 
or with S.-African natives. [Zulu, = 
business] 

indebt'ed (-dSt-), a. Owing money (to); 
owing gratitude (to person, or fig. to 
thing, for benefit etc.). Hence ~ness n. 
[ME, f. OF endetle p.p. of en(detter f. dette 
DEBT)] 

inde'cent, a. Unbecoming; immodest, 
obscene. Hence or cogn. inde'cENCY n., 
~ly2 adv. [f. F, or L vs‘i(dccens decent)] 

indecid'uous, a. Not deciduous, [in-2] 

indeciph'erable, a. That cannot bo de¬ 
ciphered. [IN-2] 

indeci'sion (-zhn), n. Want of decision, 
hesitation, [f. F inHdAcision decision)] 

Indecis'ive, a. Not decisive; undecided, 
irresolute. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[IN-2] 

Indeclin'able, a. That cannot be de¬ 
clined; having no inflexions. [ME, f. OF 
& L (LL) in2 (declinabilis declinable)] 

indecompos'able (-z-), a. That cannot be 
decomposed or resolved into constituents. 
[IN-2] 

indecor'ous (or -dek'o-), a. Improper; in 
bad taste. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[f. L in "-(decor us decorous)] 

indecor'um, n. Lack of decorum; im¬ 
proper proceeding. [L, neut. adj. as 
prec. ] 

indeed', adv. In truth, really, as he was, 
a remarkable man; (intensifying) I shall 

be very glad ~, this is quick work~, yes, 

~ /, no, ~ !; (echoing last speaker’s words 
with approval or iron.) who is this Mr 
Smith ?—who is he, ~ ! (= you may well 
ask, or, can you ask?); (concessive) there 
are ~ exceptions; (interrog.) really? is it 
so?; as int., expr. irony, contempt, in¬ 
credulity, etc. [ME; in prep. 4-deed] 

indefat'iglable, a. (Of persons, qualities, 
etc.) that cannot be tired out, unremit¬ 
ting. Hence ~aBiL'iTY n., ~abLY2 adv. 
[f. obs. F indefatigable or L in 2(defatigabilis 
f. PEfaligare wear out, see -ble)] 

indefeas'lible (-z-), a. That cannot be 
forfeited or done away with, esp. ~ible 
right. Hence ~iBiL'iry n., ~ibLY2 adv. 

. r™-2i 
indefec'tible, a. Unfailing, not liable to 
defect or decay; faultless, [f. F, or LL 
isHdefectibilis defectible)] 

indefen's|ible, a. Admitting of no defence 
(by force of arms or by argument). Hence 
—Ibil'ity n., ~ibLY2 adv. [in-2] 

indefin'ab|le, a. That cannot be defined. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [in-2] 

indefinite, a. Vague, undefined; un¬ 
limited; (Gram., of adjj., pronouns, etc.) 
not determining the person, thing, time, 
etc., to which they refer, esp. ~ article (a, 
an); (of tenses) denoting an action -with¬ 
out specifying whether it is continuous or 
complete (e.g. Greek aorist, English past). 
Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv., ~ness (-tn-), 
indefin'iTUDE, nn. [f. L in\definitus 
DEFINITE)] 

indehis'cent, a. (bot.). Not dehiscent. 
[IN-2] 

indel'lible, a. (Of mark, stain, ink, etc., & 
fig. of disgrace etc.) that cannot be blotted 
out. Hence ~iBlL'iTY n., ~ibLY2 adv. 
[f. F indAUbile or L in 2(dclebilis f. delere 
DELETE, see -BLE)] 

indel'iclate, a. Coarse, unrefined; im¬ 
modest ; tactless. Hence ~aoy n., 
~ateLY2 adv. [in-2] 

indem'nilfy, v.t. Protect, secure, (person 
from, against, harm or loss); secure (per¬ 
son) against legal responsibility (for 
actions); compensate (person for loss, ex¬ 
penses incurred, etc.). Hence ~fica'tion 

n. [f. L in \demnis f. damnum loss), see 
-FY] 

indem'nity, n. Security against damage 
or loss; legal exemption from penalties 
etc. incurred; compensation for loss in¬ 
curred; sum paid for this, esp. sum ex¬ 
acted by victorious belligerent as one 
condition of peace, [f. F indemniU f. LL 
indemnitas (as prec., see -ty)] 

Indemon'strable, a. That cannot be 
proved (esp. of primary truths), [f. F, or 
L in2 (demonslrabilis demonstrable)] 

indent'1, v.t. & i. 1. Make tooth-like 
notches in; form deep recesses in (coast¬ 
line etc.). 2. Divide (document drawn 
up in duplicate) into two halves with zig¬ 
zag line, draw up (document) in exact 
duplicate. 3. (print.). Set back (beginning 
of line) farther from margin to mark new 
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paragraph etc. 4. Make requisition 
(prop, written order with duplicate) upon 
(person for thing); order (goods) by an in¬ 
dent. [ME, f. AF endenler f. med. L in 
(dentare f. dens -ntis tooth)] 

indent'2 (or in-), n. Indentation; in¬ 
denture; || official requisition for stores; 
order (esp. from abroad) for goods, [f. 
prec. ] 

indent'3, v.t. Make a dent in; impress 
(mark etc.), [in-1] 

in'dent1, n. Dent, depression. Tf. prec.] 
iri'denta'tion, n. Indenting; cut, notch; 
zigzag; deep recess in coastline etc. [IN¬ 

DENT1'3 +-ATION] 

indention, n. Indenting of line in print¬ 
ing; = prec. [irrcg. f. indent 1 +-ion ] 

inden'ture, n., & v.t. 1. Indented docu¬ 
ment (see indent1) ; any sealed agreement 
or contract, esp. that which binds appren¬ 
tice to master; take up one’s ~s, receive 
them back on completion of service; 
formal list, certificate, etc.; indentation. 
2. v.t. Bind (person) by ~s esp. as 
apprentice. [ME, f. AF endenture (as 
indent1, see -pee)] 

indepen'denlce, -en|cy, nn. 1. (~ce). 
Being independent (on, of, or abs.); 
independent income; */~ce Day, July 4 
(on which, in 1770, the declaration of 
I~ce was made). 2. (~ci/). = Congrega¬ 

tionalism (hist.); independent State, [f. 

foil., see -ENCE, -ENCY] 

independent, a. & n. 1. Not depending 
on authority (of, or abs.); (/--^congrega¬ 

tional (hist.); not depending on some¬ 
thing else for its validity, efficiency, etc., 
as ~ proof, research, observer; not needing 
to earn one’s livelihood; ~ income (dis¬ 
pensing one from earning livelihood); 
unwilling to be under obligation to others. 
2. n. Person who acts (in politics etc.) ~ly 
of any party; Congregationalist (hist.). 
[in-2; partly f. F] 

indescrib'lable, a. Vague, indefinite; 
too great, beautiful, bad, etc., to be de¬ 
scribed. Hence~abil'ity n.,~abLY2adv. 

[IN-2] 

indfestruc'tjible, a. That cannot be de¬ 

stroyed. nence—ibil'ity n.,~ ibLY2a,dv. 

[in-2] 

indetdrm'inable, a. That cannot be 
ascertained; (of disputes etc.) that can¬ 
not he settled. [ME, f. LL iN2(de(ermm- 
dbiliS DETERMINABLE)] 

indeterm'inate, a. Not fixed in extent, 
character, etc.; vague; left doubtful; ~ 
sentence, one that leaves prisoner’s 
release dependent on his conduct & on 
probability of amendment; — vmcel, 
sound in ago, moment, cousin, opine, 
support, certain; (Math., of quantity) 
not limited to fixed va.lue(s). Hence 
—LY2 (-tl-) adv., -—-ness (-tn-) n. [ME, f. 
LL in2(fMerminaius determinate)] 

indetermina'tion, n. AY ant of determina¬ 
tion; being indeterminate. [IN-2] 

indetdrm'inllsm, n. Theory that human 

indicator 

action is not wholly determined by 
motives. So ~ist n. [in-2] 

in'dex, n. (pi. •—-es, in'dices), Sc v.t. 1. Fore¬ 
finger; (on instruments) pointer showing 
measurements etc.; — number (indicating 
the relative level of prices or wages at a 
particular date compared with the figure 
(100) ruling at a period taken as standard); 
guiding principle; alphabetical list, usu. 
at end of book, of names, subjects, etc. 
with references; (R.C.) the I~, list of 
books forbidden to Roman Catholics, or 
to be read only in expurgated editions (in 
full, I~ libror'um prohibxtor'urn)-, ~ 
~ Hxpurgatdr'ius, list of passages to be 
expunged in books otherwise permitted 
(in fig. use often confused with last); 
(Alg.) exponent (pi. indices). 2. v.t. 
Furnish (book) with~ (esp. in p.p.), enter 
(word etc.) in ~. Hence ~less a. [L (gen. 
-icis), = forefinger, informer, sign, f. 
IN-'-fdie- INDICATE] 

In'dia (I-), n. Country of S. Asia east of 
liver Indus & south of Himalayas; 
Republic of ~, (since 1947) this country 
excluding Pakistan; ~mcm, ship engaged 
in Indian trade; ~ Office, former depart¬ 
ment of British Government dealing with 
Indian affairs; ~ paper, soft absorbent 
kind imported from China, used for proofs 
of engravings (Oxford ~ paper, thin tough 
opaque printing-paper); ~ proof (on ~ 
paper); ~rubber, india-rubber, coagulated 
juice of certain plants, used for rubbing 
out pencil marks etc. [L, f. Gk (Indos 
Indus, f. Pers. hind — Skr. sindhu river, 
-IA1)] 

In'dian(T-), a. &n. (Native) of India; (one) 
of the original inhabitants of America & 
AY. Indies; European, esp. Englishman, 
formerly resident in India; Red one 
of aboriginal race of N. America; ||~ 
civilian, member of former ~ Civil Ser¬ 
vice ; ~ club (bottle-shaped, for use in 
gymnastics); I ~ corn, maize, N. Ameri¬ 
can graminaceous plant; ~ cress, tropa- 

eolum; — file, single file; India,(n) ink, 
black pigment made in China & Japan; 
—■ meal (made from ~ corn); ~ summer, 
period of calm dry hazy weather in late 
autumn in North. U.S., also transf. in 
other countries: ~ weed, tobacco. Hence 
~i/,e(3) v.t.,~izA'iiON u., process or policy 
of making ~ in character or composition. 

. t-AN] 
in'dic|ate, v.t. Point out, make known, 
show; suggest, call for: state briefly; be 
a sign of, betoken, (thing, that, etc.); 
~ated horse-power (shown by ~ator; abhr. 
i.h.p.). So —a'tion n. [f. L IN '(dicare 
make known), see -ate3] 

Indicative, a. & n. 1. (Gram.) stating a 
thing as a fact, not as conception, wish, 
etc., of speaker: (also In'dikativ) sugges¬ 
tive, giving indications, of. 2. n. ~ mood. 
Hence ~ly2 (-vl-). [f. F (-if, -ivc) or LL 
indicativus (prec., -ive)] 

in'dicatlor, n. Person, thing, that points 
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out, esp. recording instrument attached 
to apparatus etc. Hence ~ory a. [LL (as 
prec., see -or)] 

fndi'dum (-sin-), n. (pi. -id). Indication, 
_sign, (now rare). [L (as index)] 

indict' (-it), v.t. Accuse (person for riot 
etc., as a rioter, on charge), esp. by legal 
process. [ME, f. AF enditer indict f. OF 
enditer make known f. Rom. *in 1(dictare 
DICTATE) ; see INDITE ] 

indict'able (-it-), a. Liable, (of action) ren¬ 
dering one liable, to be indicted, [-able] 

indic'tion, n. Fiscal period of 15 years in¬ 
stituted by Constantine & reckoned from 
Sep. 1st, 312; assessment of property - 
-tax by Roman Emperors at beginning of 
each 15 years; this tax; proclamation. 
[ME, f. L indictio f. in’ 1(dicere diet- say), 
see -ion] 

indict'ment (-it-), n. Formal accusation; 
legal process in which this is preferred to 
& presented by Grand Jury; document 
containing charge; bill of ~, written ac¬ 
cusation as preferred to Grand J ury. [ME, 
f. AF enditement (as indict, see -ment)] 

Indiff' erlence, n. Absence of interest or 
attention (to, towards, orabs.); neutrality; 
unimportance, esp. a matter of ~ence, so 
~ency n. [f. L indifferentia (as foil., see 
-ENCE)] 

indiff'erent, a. Having no inclination for 

or against (to); neither good nor bad; 
rather bad, esp. very ~ ; neutral in chem¬ 
ical, electrical, or magnetic quality. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF f. L in2- 

(diffevens different)] 

indiff'erent|ism, n. Spirit of indifference, 
professed or practised, esp. in religious 
matters. So~lSTn. [-ism] 

in'digene, n. Native, [f. F indigene f. L 
indigena (indi- = in-1 +gen- be born)] 

indi'genous, a. Native (esp. of flora & 
fauna), belonging naturally, (to soil etc., 
also fig.). Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L 
indigenus (as prec.) +-Otis] 

In'diglent, a. Needy, poor. So ~ence n. 
[ME, f. OF f. LL iridigSre (indi- = in-1 

+ egere want), see -ENT] 

indiges'ted, a. Shapeless; not thought 
out; not digested in stomach, [f. obs. 
indigest a. f. L vs\digcstus p.p. as digest2) 

+ -ED1; or f. IN-2 + DIGESTED] 

indigestible, a. Not digestible (lit. & 
fig.). Hence ~{bil'ity n. [f. LL in2- 

(digestibilis digestible) ] 

indiges'tion (-schon), n. Difficulty in 

digesting food, dyspepsia; undigested 
condition (lit. & fig.). [ME, f. OF f. LL 
in2(digestionem digestion)] 

indiges'tive, a. Suffering from, tending 
to, indigestion, [in-2] 

||indign'(-in),a.(arch.). Unworthy. [ME, 
f. OF indigne or f. L Is*(dignus worthy)] 

indig'nant, a. Moved by mingled anger 
& scorn or feeling of injured innocence 
(at thing, with person, or abs.). Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. L indignari (as prec.), see 
-ANT] 

indigna'tion, n. Anger excited by sup¬ 
posed meanness, injustice, wickedness, or 
misconduct (at thing, against, with, per¬ 
son), freq. righteous ~; —meeting (to 
express public~). [ME, f. OF, or L indig- 
natio (prec., -ation)] 

indig'nity, n. Unworthy treatment; 
slight, insult, [f. F, or L indignitas (as 
indign, see -ty)] 

in'digo, n. (pi. ~s). (Orig.) blue powder 
from plants of genus Indigofera, used as 
dye, now chiefly synthetic; ~ blue, blue- 
-violet (often attrib.); ~-6mZ, N.-Amer. 
species of painted finch; ~ white, reduced 
~, a white crystalline powder. Hence 
indigot'ic \-t- euphon. ] a. [16th c. indico 
(f. Sp.), indigo (f. Pg.) f. L f. Gk indikon 
Indian (dye)] 

indirect', a. 1. (Of road etc.) not straight; 
not going straight to the point. 2. (Pol. 
Econ., of taxes) not direct, paid by con¬ 
sumer in the form of increased price for 
the taxed goods. 3. (gram.). ~ speech, re¬ 
ported speech, with nocessary changes of 
pronouns, tenses, etc. (e.g. I will help you, 
he said he would help me); ~ object, person, 
thing, affected by verbal action but not 
primarily acted on (e.g. him in give him 
the book); ~ passive, passive having for 
subject the ~ object of the active (e.g. 
I ini ivas told it). 4. Not directly aimed at, 
as an ~ result. IIence~LY2 adv., ~ness n. 
[ME, f. OF, or LL in2(direclus direct2)] 

indirection, n. Roundabout means, 
esp. by ~ (after Shak. Ham. n. i. 66); de¬ 
ceit, trickery, [prec. + -ion ] 

indisc£Hi'ib|le, a. & n. (Thing) that 
cannot be discerned or distinguished 
from another; identity of ~les, doctrine 
that things cannot exist together as 
separate entities unless they have differ¬ 
ent attributes. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. LL 
in2 (discernibilis discernible)] 

indisc€rp't|ible, a. Incapable of, not de¬ 
structible by, dissolution of parts. Hence 
~iBir/iTY n. ’[in-2] 

indis'ciplinle, n. Want of discipline. So 
~able a. [f. F, or in-2] 

indiscreet', a. Injudicious, unwary. 
Hence~ly2 adv. [ME, f. LL lN2(discretus 
DISCREET)] 

indis'erete, a. Not divided into distinct 
parts, [in-2, or f. L ; see discrete] 

indiscre'tion, n. Injudicious conduct; 
accidental or (calculated ~) supposed 
accidental revelation of official secret 
etc.; imprudence; transgression of social 
morality. [ME, f. OF, or LL vs-(dis- 
crelio discretion)] 

indiscrim'in|ate, a. Confused, promis¬ 
cuous ; making no distinctions. Hence 
~ateLY2 adv., —ateNESS, ~a'tion, nn., 
~atrvEa. [in-2] 

indispSn'slable, a. That cannot be dis¬ 
pensed with, necessary; (of law, duty, 
etc.) that cannot be set aside. Hence 
~aBiL'iTY, ~ableNESS, nn., ~abLY2 adv. 
[f. med. L w2(dispensabilis dispensable)] 
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Indispose' (-z), v.t. Render unfit or 
unable (for thing, to do); make averse 
(towards, from., thing, to do); (esp. in p.p.) 
put out of health, [back form. f. indis¬ 
posed, f. F -si or L indispositus, partly f. 
IN-2 + DISPOSED] 

indisposi'tion (-zl-), n. Ill health, ail¬ 
ment, (esp. of passing kind); disinclina¬ 
tion (to thing, to do); aversion (to, towards). 
[f. F, or IN-2 + DISPOSITION] 

indis'put|able, a. That cannot be dis¬ 
puted. Hence ~aBiL'iTY, ~ableNESs, nn., 
~abiY2 adv. [f. LL m\disputabilis 
DISPUTABLE) ] 

indiss'ol|uble (-ldb-; or TndisbF), a. 
Lasting, stable, as an ~ublc bond-, that 
cannot be dissolved or decomposed. 
Hence ~ubil'ity n., ~ubLY2 adv. [f. L 
in Hdissolubilis dissoluble) ] 

indistinct', a. Not distinct; confused, ob¬ 
scure. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L 
in\distinctus distinct)] 

indistinc'tive, a. Not distinctive. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [in-2] 

indisting'uishablle (-nggw-), a. Not dis¬ 
tinguishable. Hence~ly2 adv. [in-2] 

indistrib'utable, a. That cannot be dis¬ 
tributed. [in-2] 

indite', v.t. Put into words, compose, 
(poem, speech, etc.); (usu. joc.) write 
(letter etc.). [ME, f. OF EN(diter f. L 
dictare dictate) ; see indict] 

indiv6rt'ib!le, a. That cannot be turned 
aside. Hence ~ly2 adv. [in-2 + divert 

+ -IBLE ]_ 

individ'ual, a. & n. 1. Single; particular, 
special, opp. to general; having distinct 
character; characteristic of particular 
person. 2. n. Single member of class; 
single human being, opp. to society, family, 
etc.; (vulg.) person, as an ~ of somewhat 
prepossessing appearance, [f. med. L i.ndi- 
vidualis f. in*(dividuus f. divulerc divide), 

see -al] 

individ'ual]ism, n. Self-centred feeling 
or conduct, egoism; social theory favour¬ 
ing free action of individuals (cf. social¬ 

ism). So ~ist n. (freq., U.S., or of U.S., 
rugged ~ist), ~is'tic a. [f. F -isme (as 
prec., -ism)] 

individuality, n. Separate existence; 
individual character, esp. when strongly 
marked; (pi.) individual tastes etc. 
[-ITY ] 

individ'ualiz|e, -is]e (-iz), v.t. Give 
individual character to; specify. Hence 
~a'tion n. [-ize] 

individ'ually, adv. Personally, in an 
individual capacity; in a distinctive 
manner; one by one, not collectively; ~ 
different, different as individuals though 
perhaps identical in species, [-ly2] 

individ'u|ate, v.t. Individualize, form 
into an individual. So ~a'tion n. [f. obs. 
F -er, or med. L individuare (as indivi¬ 

dual), see -ate3] 

indivis'lible (-z-), a. & n. Not divisible; 
(n.) infinitely small particle or quantity. 

Hence ~XBiL'rry n., ~ibLY2 adv. [f. LL 
in\divisibilis divisible)] 

In'do- (i-) in comb. = Indian, as: ~- 
-Ar'yan, Aryan of or in India; ~-Chinese', 
of the region between India & China; 
^-Europe' an, —German'ic, of the family 
of languages spoken over greater part of 
Europe & Asia as far as N. India; ~- 
-Iran'ian, of the subfamily of'—European 
languages spoken chiefly in India & 
Persia; ~nes'ian, of the East Indian 
Islands, [f. L f. Gk Indos] 

indo'cile (or -dbsil), a. Not docile. Hence 
indocil'lTY n. [f. F, or L ls‘(docilis 
DOCILE)] 

indoc'trinlate, v.t. Teach, instruct; 
imbue with a doctrine, idea, or opinion. 
Hence~a'tion n. [in-1, doctrine, -ate3] 

in'dol|ent, a. Slothful, lazy; (Med.) caus¬ 
ing no pain, as ~ent tumour. Hence or 
cogn. ~ence n., ~entLY2 adv. [f. LL 
indolcns (in-2 +dolere grieve, see -ent)] 

indom'itab|le, a. Unyielding; stubbornly 
persistent. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. LL 
in \domitabilis f. domitare tame, see -ble)] 

in'door (-dor), a. Situated, carried on, 
within doors or under cover, as ~ games; 
within workhouse, as ~ relief (hist.), [in 

prep.] 
indoors' (-orz), adv. Within a house; 
under cover, [earlier within doors] 

inddrsa'tion, n. Endorsement, [f. in¬ 
dorse var. of ENDORSE + -ATION ] 

indorsee', n. One in whose favour note or 
bill is endorsed, [as prec., see -ee] 

in'draught (-ahft), -draft (-ah-), n. 
Drawing in; inward flow or current. [IN 
adv.] 

in'dri, n. Babacoote, lemurine animal of 
Madagascar, [f. Malagasy indry behold, 
mistaken for its name] 

indub'itablle,a. Thatcannotbe doubted. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. F, or L m2(dubita- 
bilis f. dubitare doubt, see -ble)] 

induce', v.t. Prevail on, persuade, (to do, 
now rarely to action etc.; nothing shall ~ 
me to, I will never); bring about, give 
rise to; (Electr.) produce (current) by 
induction; infer, derive as an induction. 
[ME, f. L IN 1(ducere duct- lead)] 

induce'ment (-sm-), n. What induces; 
attraction that leads one on (to), [-ment] 

induct', v.t. Introduce formally into 
possession (to benefice); install (into 
seat, room, etc.); introduce, initiate, (to, 
into). [ME ; as induce] 

induc'tile, a. Not ductile, [in-2] 

induc'tion, n. Inducting; |j (arch.) pre¬ 
amble, prologue, introduction; produc¬ 
tion (of facts) to prove general statement; 
inferring of general law from particular 
instances (cf. deduction) ; mathematical ~, 
proving universal truth of theorem by 
showing (1) that if true of any particular 
case it is true of the next case in a series, 
(2) that it is true of a particular case; 
(Electr., Magnet.) bringing about of 
electric or magnetic state in a body by 
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proximity (without contact) of electrified 

or magnetized body; ~-coil (for convert¬ 

ing direct current to alternating by ~). 

So indue'tANCE n., capacity for magnetic 

coefficient of self-~ in magnetic 

circuits. [ME, f. OE, or L inductio (as 

induce, see -ION)] 

induc'tive, a. (Of reasoning etc.) of, based 
on, induction; of electric or magnetic in¬ 
duction. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., ~ness 

(-vn-) n. [f. LL inductivus (as induce, sec 
-ive)] 

induc'tor, n. One who inducts clergy¬ 
man ; any part of electric induction ap¬ 
paratus. [L, as induce, see -or] 

indulge' (-j), v.t. &i. Gratify (person, ono- 
self, in wish, matter, etc.); gratify (person 
with thing given); give free course to, 
entertain, (desire etc.); (intr.) take one’s 
pleasure freely in (strong language, 
cycling, a cigar); (colloq.) partake (too 
freely) of intoxicants. Hence indul'gENT 
a., indul'gentLY2 adv. [f. L indulgere, 

_ -dull- ] 
indulgence, n. Indulging tin, t. & i.); 

(also sci/-~) habitual indulging of one’s 
desires; privilege granted; Declaration 
of I~, proclamation of religious liberties, 
esp. those of Charles II in 1672 & of James 
II in 1687; (R.-C. Ch.) remission of punish¬ 
ment still due to sin after sacramental 
absolution. [ME, f. OF, or L indiilgcntia 
(as prec., see -ence)] 

indul'genced ( nst), a. (R.-C. Ch.). (Of 
prayers, material objects, etc.) procuring 
indulgence to the user, [-ed2] 

indult', n. Pope’s licence for thing not 
sanctioned by common law of Church. 
[F, f. LL indultum, neut. p.p. as 
INDULGE] 

indun'a (-do-), n. (S. Afr.). Native head¬ 
man. [Zulu] 

in'dul'late, v.t. & i. Make, become, hard; 
make callous or unfeeling; become in¬ 
veterate. Hence or cogn. ~a'tion n., 
~atiYE a. [f. L in \durare £ durus hard), 
see -ate3] 

fndus'turn (-z-), n. (pi. -ia). Membranous 
shield covering fruit-cluster of fern; col¬ 
lection of hairs enclosing stigma of some 
flowers; case of larva. [L, = tunic, f. in- 
duere endue] 

industrial, a. & n. 1. Of industries (~ 
maintenance, system by which each in¬ 
dustry should provide for its own un¬ 
employed; the ~ revolution, changes in 
the relation between employers & em¬ 
ployed brought about in the late 18th Sc 
early 19th cc. esp. by mechanical in¬ 
ventions) ; designed, or only fit, for ~ use 
(~ alcohol)-, ~ school (hist.), one where 
neglected children were taught a trade 
besides ordinary subjects. 2. n. Ono 
engaged in ~ pursuits; (pi.) shares in 
joint-stock ~ enterprise. Hence ~ism(3), 
~ist(3), nn., ~ize(3) v.t.., ~ly2 adv. [as 
industry, see -al; in 19th c. partly f. F 
■eli 

indus'trious, a. Diligent, hard-working. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. F -ieux or LL indus- 
triosvs (as foil., see -ous)] 

in'dustry, n. Diligence; habitual employ¬ 
ment in useful work; branch of trade or 
manufacture, [f. F (-ie) or L industria] 

indwell', v.t. & i. (indwelt). (Usu. fig., of 
spirit, principle, etc.) inhabit, occupy; 
(intr.) be permanently present in. Hence 
~er4 n. [in prep.] 

-ine1, suf. of adjj., repr. L -inus, w. sense 
‘ pertaining to, of the nature of ’; appear¬ 
ing in F as -in masc., -ine fern., in E 
formerly as -in, now usu. as -ine (asinine, 
divine, marine, supine). On model of 
proper names f. L, adjj. like Florentine, 
Caroline, are formed in E. Nat. Hist, 
forms adjj. on names of genera (equine, 
caprine, feline)-, these have (-in) un¬ 
stressed; others have (-In) stressed or not 
(divine', Al'pine), (-In) unstressed (fem'- 
inine), or (-en) stressed (marine'). 

-ine2, suf. of adjj., repr. L -Inus f. Gk 
-inos in names of minerals, plants, etc. 
(adamantine, hyacinlhine); also repr. orig. 
L -inus (pristine). Norman pronunc. (-In) 
is giving place to (-in). 

-ine3, suf. forming fern, nn., repr. F -ine 
f. L -ina f. Gk -ine (heroine). E represents 
in same way -in in G markgrdfm etc. 
(margravine). 

-ine4, suf. of nn., repr. F -ine f. L -ina 
(-inus), orig. = -ine1 used in L to form 
abstract nn. f. vbs (rapina rapine, ruina 
ruin), f. agent nouns (disciplina, doclrina, 
medicina). Sc f. other sources (resina, 
urina). L adjj. in -inus, -ina, were also 
used as nn. (concubina, lupinus), esp. in 
prop, names (Antoninus, Agrippina). 
For -ina, E has -ine, sometimes -in 
(resin); for -inus, E has -in (Crispin, 
Justin) or -ine (lupine, Constantine). E 
further forms names of derivative pro¬ 
ducts (dentine, brilliantine, nectarine). 
Fem. names of Rom. orig. also often take 
-ine (-in), as Caroline, Catharine. 

-ine6, suf. (chem.), offshoot of prec. in 
names of derived substances, orig. used 
unsystematically, & interchangeable with 
-in ; now confined to alkaloids & basic 
substances (aconitine, cocaine, nicotine) 
& (less freq.) Hofmann’s names of hydro¬ 
carbons; also retained in the four ele¬ 
ments chlorine, fluorine, iodine, bromine; 
formerly denoting mineral species now 
ending in -ite 1 (erythrine, -ite). 

Ineb'riate1, a. & n. 1. Drunken. 2. n. 
~ person, esp. habitual drunkard, [f. L 
in 1(ebriare f. ebrius drunk), see -ate2] 

ineb'rijate2, v.t. Make drunk, intoxicate 
(lit. & fig.). So~A'TlONn. [asprec.,-ate3] 

inebri'ety, n. (Habit of) drunkenness. 
[f. inebriate, after ebeiety] 

Ined'lible, a. Not edible. Hence~Lbil'ity 

n. [in-2] 

ined'ited, a. Not published; published 
without editorial alterations or additions. 
[IN-2] 
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ineff'ab|le, a. Unutterable, too great for 
words. Hence —ly-2 adv. [ME, f. OF, orL 
inHeffalilis f. effari speak, utter, see 
-BLE) ] 

inefface'lable (-scrbl), a. That cannot be 
effaced. Hence—auu/iTY n.,~abLY2 adv. 
[in-2! 

Ineffective, a. Not producing the de¬ 
sired effect; (of person) inefficient; lack¬ 
ing artistic effect. Hence —ly2 adv., 
—NESS n. [IN-2] 

Ineffectual, a. Without effect, fruitless. 
Hence —ly2 adv., —ness n. [in-2) 

ineffica'cious (-shits), a. (Of remedy etc.) 
not efficacious, [in-3] 

ineffi'ci|ent (-shent), a. (Of person) not 
fully capable, not well qualified; ineffec¬ 
tive. Hence —ency n., —entLY2 adv., 
(-shen-). [in-2] 

inelastic, a. Not elastic; unadaptable, 
unyielding. Hence inelasti'ciTY n. [in-2] 

inSl'eglant, a. Ungraceful; unrefined; 
(of style) unpolished. Hence —ance n., 
—antLY2 adv. [f. F IN-(iUgant elegant)] 

inel'iglible, a. Not eligible (esp. of men 
unfit for military service). Hence —i- 
bil'ity n., —ibLY2 adv. [in-2] 

ineluctable, a. That cannot be escaped 
from. [f. L in 2(elvctabilis f. Ehictari 
struggle out, see -ble)] 

Inept', a. Out of place; absurd, silly. 
Hence or cogn. inep'tiTUDE, —ness, nn., 
—ly2 adv. [f. L in2(eptus = aptus apt)] 

inS'quable, a. Not uniform; of unequal 
incidence, [f. L inaequabilis uneven] 

inequality (-o 1 -), n. Want of equality in 
magnitude, quality, rank, circumstances, 
etc.; variableness; (of surface) irregu¬ 
larity; (Astron.) deviation from uni¬ 
formity in motion of heavenly body. [f. 
obs. F inequalite or L in \aequalilas 
EQUALITY)] 

inequilat'eral, a. Of unequal sides, [in-2] 

ine'quitab|le, a. Unfair, unjust. Hence 
—ly2 adv. [IN-3] 

ine'quity, n. Unfairness, [in-2] 

inerad'icab|le, a. That cannot be rooted 
out. Hence—ly2 adv. [in-2] 

ine'rrlable, a. Not liable to err. Hence 
or cogn. ~aBiL'iTY, —ancy, nn., —abLY2 

adv., '-—ant a. [f. L in\errabilis f. errare 
eiir, see -BLE)] 

inert', a. Without inherent power of 
action, motion, or resistance; without 
active chemical or other properties; slug¬ 
gish, slow. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[f. L lN2(ers -ertis f. ars art)] 

iner'tia (-shin), n. (Phys.) property of 
matter by which it continues in its exist¬ 
ing state of rest or uniform motion in 
straight line, unless that state is changed 
by external force (also vis inertiae force 
of —); inertness, sloth. [L, as prec. ] 

inescap'able, a. Not to be escaped, [in-2] 

inessen'tial (-shal), a. Not indispensable. 
[in-2] 

ines'timab|le, a. Too great, intense, 
precious, etc., to be estimated. Hence 

—ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF f. L in\aestim- 
abilis estimable)] 

inev'it|able, a. Unavoidable, sure to 
happen, esp. the —able; (colloq.) tire- 
somely familiar (the ~able Derby dog)', 
(of character-drawing, development of 
plot, etc.) so true to nature etc. as to 
preclude alternative treatment or solu¬ 
tion, convincing. Hence —aisiL'lTY, 
—ableNESS, nn., —abLY2 adv. [f. L in-2 
(evitabilis f. Evitare avoid, see -ble)] 

inexact' (-gz-), a. Not exact. Hence in- 
exac'tiTUDE, —ness, nn.,—ly2 adv. [in-2] 

inexcus'ab|le (-za-), a. (Of person, action, 
etc.) that cannot be justified. Hence 
—ly2 adv. [f. F, or L l’x2(excusabilis ex¬ 
cusable) ] 

inexec'utable (-gz-), a. That cannot be 
carried out. [in-2] 

inexhaustible (-Igzaw-), a. That cannot 
be exhausted. Hence—ibil'ity- n.,~ibLY2 
adv. [in-2] 

inex'or'able, a. Relentless. Hence —a- 
Bil'ity n., —abLY2 adv. [f. F, or L 
\n2(exorabUis f. Exorare entreat, -able)] 

inexpec'tant, a. Not expectant, [in-2] 

inexped'i|ent, a. Not expedient. Hence 
—ENCY n. [IN-2] 

inexpensive, a. Cheap. Hence —ly2 
adv.,— ness n. [in-2] 

inexper'iencle, n. Want of experience. 
So —ED2 (-st) a., [f. F, or LL lN2(ea;peri- 
ent ia experience) ] 

inexpbrt', a. Unskilled. Hence —ly2 
adv. [f. OF, or L is-(expertvs expert)] 

inex'piab|le, a. (Of offence) that cannot 
be expiated; (of resentment etc.) im¬ 
placable. Hence —ly2 adv. [f. L lN2(ex- 
piabilis explible)] 

inex'pliciable, a. That cannot be ex¬ 
plained or accounted for. Hence—aBiL'iTY 
n., —abLY 2 adv. [f. F, or L in \explicabilis 
EXPLICABLE)] 

inexpli'cit, a. Not definitely or clearly 
expressed. Hence —ly2 adv., —NESS n. 
[IN-2] 

inexplos'ive, a. Not explosive, [in-2] 
inexpress'iblle, a. & n. That cannot be 
expressed in words; (n. pi., joc. & arch.) 
trousers. Hence —ly2 adv. [IN-2] 

inexpress'Ive, a. Not expressive; (arch.) 
inexpressible. Hence —ly2 adv., —ness n. 
[in-2] 

inexpug'nable, a. Impregnable, in¬ 
vincible, (lit. & fig.), [f. F, or L IN2(ea> 

pugnabilis f. expvqrmre storm, see -ble)] 
inexten'sible, a. Not extensible, [in-2] 
inexting'uishable (-nggw-), a. Un¬ 
quenchable (lit. & fig.). [IN-2] 

inex'tricab|le, a. (Of place, state, etc.) 
that cannot be escaped from; (of knot, 
problem, etc.) that cannot be unravelled 
or solved. Hence —ly2 adv. [f. F, or L 
in\extricabilis extricable)] 

infali'ibil|ism, n. Principle of the Pope’s 
infallibility. So—1ST n. [-ISM] 

infnll'|ible, a. Incapable of erring; (of 
method, test, proof, etc.) unfailing. Hence 
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>~iBix'iTY n. (esp. as attribute of the Pope 
speaking ex cathedrd, defined 1870 by 
the Vatican Council), ~ibi.Y2 adv. [f. 

_med. L ma(fallibilis fallible)] 

in'famlze, -ise (-iz), v.t. Render in¬ 
famous. [f. L is2(fa?nis f. fama fame) 
infamous, see -ize] 

in'famous, a. Of ill fame, notoriously 
vile; abominable; (Law) deprived of all 
or some rights of citizen on account of 
~ crime. Hence or cogn. ~ly2 adv., 
in'famY1 n. [ME, f. med. L infamosus 
= L inf amis (see prec.)] 

In'fancy, n. Early childhood, babyhood; 
(Law) minority (to end of one’s 21st 
year); early state of development, [f. L 
infantia (foil., -ancy)] 

in'fant, n. Babe; child under 7 years of 
age; minor (under 21); —school (for 
children, usu. under 7). [ME, f. OF enfant 
f. L INa(fans -ntis part, of fari speak)] 

infan'ta, n. (hist.). Daughter of king & 

queen of Spain or Portugal (usu. eldest 
daughter who is not heir to throne). So 
infan'te (-ta) n. (second son). [Sp., Port., 
f. L as prec.] 

infan'ti[cide, n. Murder of infant after 
birth, esp. with mother’s consent; cus¬ 
tom of killing new-born infants. Hence 
or cogn. ~cide(1) n., ~cid'AL a. [f. LL 
infanticidium (as infant, see -cide(2)) ] 

in'fant|ile, a. Of, as of, infants (~iZe 
paralysis, poliomyelitis); in its infancy. 
So '-—ink 1 a. [f. LL infantilis (infant, -il) ] 

Infan'tilism, n. (med.). State of being 
mentally or physically undeveloped, 
[prec., -ISM] 

in'fantry, n. Foot-soldiers; ~man (-an), 
soldier of ~ regiment, [f. F infanterie f. 
It. infanteria (infante youth, foot-soldier, 
as infant, see -ery)] 

infat'ulate, v.t. Affect (person) with ex¬ 
treme folly; inspire with extravagant 
passion. Hence ~atedLY2 adv., —a'tion 

n. [f. L in *(fatuare f. fatuus foolish), see 
-ate 3 ] 

infect', v.t. Fill (air etc.) with noxious 
corruption or germs; affect (person, body, 
mind, with disease etc. lit. & fig.): imbue 
(person with opinion etc.). So infec'tivE 
a., infec'tiveNESS, infectiv'iTY, nn. [ME, 
f. L in 'ulcere feet- = facere make) taint] 

Infec'tion, n. Communication of disease, 
esp. by agency of atmosphere or water 
etc. (cf. contagion) ; moral contamination; 
diffusive influence of example, sympathy, 
etc. [ME, f. OF, or LL infectio (as infect, 

see -ion)] 

infec'tious (-shits), a. Infecting with 
disease, pestilential; (of disease) liable 
to be transmitted by air or water (cf. 
contagious); (of emotions etc.) apt to 
spread, catching. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [prec., -ious] 

infelicif'ic, a. Producing unhappiness. 

UN-2] r ,, 
infeli'citous, a. Not felicitous, [in- ] 

infeli'city, n. Unhappiness; misfortune; 

inaptness of expression etc. [ME, f. L 
xs2(felicitas felicity)] 

inf^F', v.t. (-rr-). Deduce, conclude, 
(thing, that, when, etc.; from fact etc.); 
(of fact or statement) imply. Hence 

_ in'ferABLE a. [f. L in 1(ferre bring)] 
in'ference, n. Inferring; thing inferred. 
Hence inferen'tiAL (-shal) a., inferenl 
tiall.Y2 adv. [f. med. L inferenlia (as 
prec., see -ence)] 

Infer'Ior, a. & n. 1. Situated below (~ 
limit1) ; lower in rank, quality, etc. (to, or 
abs.); of poor quality; (of planets) whose 
orbit lies within that of the earth; (Bot., 
of calyx) below ovary, (of ovary) below 
calyx; (Print.) placed at bottom of ordi¬ 
nary letters (e.g. II2, Cn). 2. n. Person ~ 
to another^ esp. in rank (kind to ~s). 
Hence Inferio'riTY n. (~ity complex, ab¬ 
normal reactions, such as assertiveness or 
megalomania, from suppressed sense of 
~ity, (pop.) sense of ~ity), ~ly2 adv. [L, 
comp, of inferus low] 

inf6rn'al, a. Of hell; hellish, fiendish; 
(colloq.) abominable, confounded; ~ 
machine (now usu. joc.), apparatus (usu. 
disguised) for producing explosion de¬ 
structive of life or property. Hence ~ity 

(-&10 n., —LY2 adv. [ME, f. OF, f. LL 
infernalis (infernus situated below, see 
-al)] 

infdrn'o, n. (pi. ~s). Hell (esp. w. reference 
to Dante’s Divine Comedy)', scene of 
horror. [It., f. L infernus, see prec.] 

inferable, a. = inferable. 

infdrt'ile, a. Not fertile. So Infertil'iTY 
n. [F, f. LL m\fertilis fertile)] 

infest', v.t. (Of vermin, pirates, diseases, 
etc.) haunt, swarm in or about, (place). 
So ~a'tion n. [f. F infester or L infestare 
assail (infestus hostile)] 

II infeuda'tion, n. Enfeoffment; ~ of 
tithes, granting of tithes to laymen, [f. 
med. L infeudatio i. in\feudare f. feudum 
fee), see -ation ] 

in'fidel, n. & a. 1. Disbeliever in religion; 
(hist.) adherent of religion opposed to 
Christianity; (from Jewish or Moham¬ 
medan point of view) disbeliever in the 
true religion; (gen.) unbeliever. 2. adj. 
Unbelieving, of unbelievers. Hence 
~ize(3) v.t. & i. [late ME, f. OF infidele 
or L is2(fidelis faithful f. fides faith)] 

infidel'ity, n. Disbelief in Christianity; 
disloyalty, esp. (also conjugal ~) to 
husband or wife. [f. F -le or L infidelitas 
(as prec., see -ty)] 

in'field, n. Farm land around or near 
homestead; arable land; land regularly 
manured & cropped; (Cricket) part of the 
ground near the wicket, or fieldsmen 
stationed there (opp. outfield), [in3] 

in'fight'ing (-fit-), n. Boxing at closer 
quarters than arm’s length, [in2] 

infil'tr|ate (or in'fil-), v.t. & i. Introduce 
(fluid) by filtration (into, through)', per¬ 
meate (t. & i.) by filtration. Hence 
~a'tion n. (esp. Mil. & Pol., gradual 
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unobserved occupation of ground or 
territory by detached parties or settlers). 
[in-1, after F infiUrer) 

in'finite, a. & n. Boundless, endless; very 
great; (w. pi. noun) innumerable, very 
many; (Gram., of verb parts) not limited 
by person or number, e.g. infinitive, 
gerund, supine (cf. finite); (n.) the I~, 
God; the ~, ~ space. Hence ~ly2 <-tl-) 
adv. [ME, f. L in\finitus finite)] 

infinitSs'imal, a. & n. Infinitely or very 
small (amount); ~ calculus, the differ¬ 
ential & integral calculuses conceived as 
one. Hence ~ly2 adv. [as prec. on 
CENTESIMAL etc. ] 

infin'itive, a. & n. (gram.). (Verb-form) 
that expresses the verbal notion without 
predicating it of any subject (e.g. ask, to 
ask). Hence infinitiv'AL a. [f. L in-2 
(finitivus f. finire -it- define, see -ive)] 

infin'itude, n. Boundlessness; boundless 
number or extent (of), [as infinite, 

-TUBE ] 
infin'ity, n. = prec.; (Math.) infinite 
quantity (symbol: <»). [ME, f. OF 
infinite f. L infinitas (as infinite, see -ty)] 

infirm', a. Physically weak, esp. through 
age; (of person, mind, judgement, etc.) 
weak, irresolute (often ~ of purpose). 
Hence or cogn. ~ity n., ~ly2 adv. [ME, 
f. L IS2(f[m«S FIRM2)] 

infirm'ary, n. Hospital; sick-quarters in 
school, workhouse, etc. [f. med. L in- 
firmaria (as prec., see -ary 1)] 

infix'1, v.t. Fix (thing in another); im¬ 
press (fact etc. in mind); (Gram.) insert 
(formative element) in body of word, [in 

adv.] 
in'fix2, n. (gram.). Modifying element in¬ 
fixed in word, esp. nasal ~, as n in Latin 
fingo from stem fig-, [in-1, after prefix, 
suffix) 

inflame', v.t. & i. Set ablaze; light up (as) 
with flame; excite passionately (~d with, 
by); raise (body, blood, etc.) to morbid 
heat; aggravate; catch fire; become 
excited; become morbidly ~d. [ME, f. 
OF enflammerl. L in 1(Jtammare i. flamma 
flame)] 

inflamm'lable, a. & n. Easily set on fire; 
easily excited; (n.) ~able substance. 
Hence~aBFL'iTY,~ableNESs, nn. [f. prec., 
see -ble; cf. F inflammable) 

inflammation, n. Inflaming (lit. & fig.); 
morbid process affecting a part of the 
body with heat, swelling, pain, & redness. 
[f. L inflammatio (as prec., see -ation)] 

inflamm'atory, a. Tending to inflame 
with desire or passion (usu. in bad sense); 
of, tending to, inflammation of the body. 
[f. L as inflame, see -ory ] 

inflate', v.t. Distend with air or gas; puff 
up (person with pride etc.); (Finance) re¬ 
sort to inflation of (the currency, or abs.); 
raise (price) artificially; (p.p., of lan¬ 
guage) bombastic. So infla'tlON n. (in 
vbl senses, & esp.) undue increase in the 
quantity of money in relation to goods 

informal 

available for purchase (cf. deflation), 

inflat'oRn. [f. L in '-(flare blow), see -ate3] 

inflect', v.t. Bend inwards, curve; 
(Gram.) vary form of (word) to express 
grammatical relation; (Mus.) flatten, 
sharpen, (note). [ME, f. L IN 1(flectere flex- 
bend) ] 

inflection, = inflexion. 

inflective, a. (gram.). Of inflexion, [-ive] 

inflex'lible, a. Unbendable: (fig.) un¬ 
bending, rigid. Hence ~iBiL'iTY n., 
~ibLY2 adv. [f. L m2(fiexibilis flexible)] 

infle'xion (-kshon), n. Inflecting; inflected 
form of word; suffix etc. used to inflect; 
modulation of voice; (Geom.) change of 
curve from convex to concave. Hence 
~al, ~less, aa., (-kshon-). [f. F, or L 
inflexio (as inflect, see -ion)] 

inflict', v.t. Lay on (stroke, wound, upon); 
impose (suffering, penalty, oneself, one’s 
company, etc., upon). Hence or cogn. 
~able a., inflic'tioN n. (esp., trouble¬ 
some or boring experience), ~0R n. [f. 
L IN'(fiigere flicl- dash)] 

inflores'cence, n. (bot.). Arrangement of 
flowers of plant in relation to axis & to 
each other; collective flower of plant; 
flowering (also fig.), [f. LL ut1(florescere 
come into flower f. Jlos floris), see -escent, 

-ence ] 

in'flow (-o), n. Flowing in. Sowing1- 2 
(-oing) n. & a. [in adv.] 

in'fluence (-ldb-), n., & v.t. 1. (Astrol.) 
flowing from stars of ethereal fluid 
affecting character & destiny of man (also 
fig. of personal power); action insensibly 
exercised (upon); undue ~; ascendancy, 
moral power, (over, with, person etc.); 
thing, person, exercising (usu. non- 
-material) power; (colloq., ellipt.) under 
the ~ (sc. of alcohol, of drink); (Electr.) = 
induction. 2. v.t. Exert ~ upon, have 
effect upon. [ME, f. OF, or LL influentia 
f. L in\fluere flow), see -ence] 

in'fluent (-ldf>-), a. & n. Flowing in (lit. 
& fig.); (n.) tributary stream. [ME, f. L 
as prec., see -ent] 

influen'tial ( lobSnshal), a. Having great 
influence. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. med. L 
influcntialis (influence, -al)] 

Jnfluen'za ( ldb-), n. Infectious febrile 
disorder, usu. with rapid prostration & 
severe catarrh; (also ~ cold) severe 
catarrh; (fig.) mental or commercial 
epidemic. [It., as influence] 

in'flux, n. Flowing in, esp. of stream etc. 
(into river etc.), or of persons or things (into 
place etc.), [f. F, or LL INl(fhucus flux)] 

inform', v.t. & i. Inspire, imbue, (person, 
heart, thing, with feeling, principle, 
quality, etc.), tell (person of thing, that, 
how, etc.), so ~ant n.; tiring charge 
(against person). [ME, f. OF enformer f. L 
in 1(formare f. forma form) give shape to, 
fashion] 

infohm'al, a. Not according to due form; 
without formality. Hence ~ity (-al1) n., 
~ly2 adv. [in-2] 
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information, n. Informing, telling; 
thing told, knowledge, items of know¬ 
ledge, news, (on, about); (Law) charge, 
complaint, lodged with court or magis¬ 
trate (against). Hence ~al a. [ME, f. OF 
enformacion f. L informationem (as inform, 

see -ation) ] 

inform'at|ive, a. Giving information, in¬ 
structive. So ~ORY a. [-ATIVE] 

informed' (-md), a. Instructed, knowing 
the facts, educated, intelligent, esp. well, 
ill, —. [-ED1 ] 

inform'er, n. One who informs against 
another, esp. (also common ~) one who 
makes it his business to detect offen¬ 
ders & lay information against them. 
[-ER1] 

In'fra, adv. (abbr. inf.). Below, lower 
down, further on, (in book), as vide~, see 
below. [L, = below] 

infra- in comb. = L infra below; used esp. 
in anat. terms in sense ‘below, under, 
some part ’, as ~ren'al, ~scap'ular, 
~stern’al, beneath the kidneys, shoulder- 
-blade, breast-bone; <■—red', of invisible 
rays beyond red end of spectrum; ~- 
structure, system of airfields, telecom¬ 
munications, and public services forming 
a basis for defence. 

Infrac'tion, n. Violation, infringement. 
[f. L inf radio (as INFRINGE, see -ion)] 

in'fra dig., pred. a. Beneath one’s dignity, 
unbecoming, [abbr. L infra dignitatem] 

in'fralapsar'ian, n. & a. Calvinist who 
held that God’s election of some was 
consequent to his prescience of the Fall, 
or that it contemplated man as already 
fallen (cf. sublapsarian, supralapsarian); 

(adj.) of these views, [f. infra- +L lapsus 
fall + -arian] 

Infre'qu|ent, a. Not frequent. Hence or 
cogn. ~ency n., ~entLY2 adv. [f. L 
in%(frequcns frequent1)] 

Infringe' (-]), v.t. Transgress, violate, 
(law, oath, etc.). Hence ~ment (-jm-) n. 
[f. L in l(fringere fract-=frangere break)] 

infruc'tuous, a. Unfruitful; (fig.) fruit¬ 
less. [f. L in2(frvctuosus fructuous), see 

-ous] 
infundib'ular, a. Funnel-shaped, [f. L 
infundibulum funnel (used in E of parts 
of body) f. lnHfundere pour)] 

infur'iate, v.t. Fill with fury, enrage, [f. 
ined. L l'S1(furiaref.furiafury), see -ate3] 

Infus|e' (-z), v.t. & i. Pour (thing into); 
(fig.) instil (grace, spirit, life, etc ..into); 
steep (herb, tea, etc.) in liquid to extract 
its soluble constituents, whence ~'£R l(2) 
(-z-) n.; (v.i.) undergo infusion (Id it ~e 
for five minutes), [f. L IN '(fundere fus- 
pour)] 

Infus'lible (-z-), a. That cannot be fused 
or melted, nence ~ibilTty n. [in-2] 

infu'sion (-zhn), n. Infusing (lit. & fig.); 
liquid extract thus obtained; infused ele¬ 
ment, admixture, [f. F, or L infusio (as 
infuse, see -ION)] 

infiisdb'lia, n. pi. Class of protozoa 

ingenue 

found in infusions of decaying animal or 
vegetable matter. Hence ~ial a.., ~Ian, 

Infus'oRY, aa. & nn. [mod. L (infuse, 

-ORY, -IA2)] 

-ing1, suf. forming vbl nn., OE -ung, -ing, 
f. Gmc *-ungo, *-ingo. -ing orig. 
formed mere nn. of action (asking), but 
came in ME to acquire partly vbl (gerun- 
dial) character, being qualified by adv. 
(the habit of speaking loosely) or governing 
an object (the idea of building him a house). 
This use, peculiar to E, led to introduction 
of perf., fut., & pass, forms (having killed, 
being killed). The substantival nature of 
-ing is marked by the possess, case or adj. 
that often precedes it (after John’s be¬ 
having so badly, upon my granting the 
request); but mod. tendency is to drop the 
possess, sign exc. with pronn. or single 
nn. Meanings: (1) vbl action (bicycling, 
forebodings), esp. as occupation (banking) 
or as inflicted (thrashing), or formed f. nn. 
(soldiering); (2) thing produced by vbl 
action (carving, filings, building); (3) 
material for (sacking), whether f. n. or vb 
(fencing=v?hnt fences or serves as fence); 
(4) what is used to do vbl action (binding, 
dentist’s filling); (5) what is to be operated 
on (washing, darning); (6) set or arrange¬ 
ment of (colouring, feathering). 

-ing2, suf. of pres. part, (often used as 
adj., as charming, occas. as prep, or 
adv., as during). OE -ende ( = OHG 
-anti, L -ent-, Gk -ont-, Skr. -ant-) was 
weakened to -inde & thus confused with 
-inge -ing1, which became the regular 
form in 14th c. As result of the confusion, 
some constructions gerundial in orig. now 
appear participial, as he went hunting 
(i.e. on hunting, vbl n.), the ark was 
building (on building). On the other hand, 
some wds in -ing that might be explained 
as attrib. nouns in -ing1 are perh. better- 
regarded as quasi-pass, participles (wash¬ 
ing tie, cooking apple, breech-loading gun). 
Compds are formed with adw. & adjj. 
(well-meaning, fair-seeming; for stress cf. 
-ED2), & with objective nn. (cheese-paring, 
heart-breaking; stressed on first com¬ 
ponent). 

-ing3, suf. (OE -ing, Gmc *-inga; cf. 
-ling1) forming nn. w. sense * one belong¬ 
ing to ’, ‘ one having the quality of ’; 
also used as patronymic & dim. Exx.: 
Atheling, king, shilling, farthing. Riding, 
gelding, herring, whiting. 

in'gathering (In-gadh-), n. Gathering in, 
harvest. 

ingem'inate (-J-), v.t. Repeat, reiterate, 
(esp. ~ peace, constantly urge it), [f. L 
IN 1(geminare geminate)] 

ingen'ious (-j-), a. Clever at contriving; 
cleverly contrived (~ machine, explana¬ 
tion, theory). Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. F 
inginieux or L ingeniosus (ingenium 
cleverness, see -ous)] 

ingbnue (see Ap.), n. Artless girl, esp. a 

stage type. [F] 

6813 X 
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ingSnu'ity (-j-), n. Skill in contriving, [f. 
L ingenu-Uas ingenuousness (as foil., see 
-ty) ; E meaning by confusion of in¬ 

genious w. foil. 1 

ingen'uous (-j-), a. Open, frank; inno¬ 
cent, artless. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[f. L in '(genuus f. gen- beget) free-born, 
frank ] 

ingest' (-j-), v.t. Take in (food) to the 
stomach. So inges'tiON (-schon) n., 
Inges'tiVE a. [f. L in'(gerere gest- carry)] 

ingle (ing'gl), n. Fire burning on hearth; 
~-nook, chimney-corner. [Sc., perh. f. 
Gael, aingeal lire, light] 

ingldr'lous (in-g-), a. Shameful, ignomi¬ 
nious; obscure. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. F 
-eux or L m\gloriosus glorious)] 

in'going (in-g-), a. & n. Going in; sum 
paid for fixtures, improvements, etc., by 
incoming tenant of business or other 
premises. 

ing'ot (-ngg-), n. Mass (usu. oblong) of 
cast metal, esp. of gold, silver, or steel. 
[ME; perh. f. in adv. +goten p.p. of OE 
geolan cast] 

ingrain (in-gran before noun. In-gran' after 
n. or in pred.), a. Dyed in grain; inherent, 
inveterate, ingrained, [orig. two wds] 

ingrained (In'-grand before noun, -and' 
elsewhere), a. Deeply rooted, inveterate; 
thorough. Hence ingrain'edLY2 (In-g-) 
adv. [var. of engrained] 

II ingrate' (in-g-, or In-), a. & n. (arch.). 
Ungrateful; (n.) ungrateful person, [f. 
OF, or L in\gratus grateful)] 

ingra'tiat|e (In-grashl-), v.t. Bring one- 
self into favour with. Hence ~IngLY2 

adv. [f. It. ingratiare f. L in gratiam into 
favour, see -ate3] 

ingrat'itude (In-g-), n. Want of gratitude. 
[ME, f. OF, f. LL ingratitudo (as ingrate, 

see -tude)] 

ingrav6s'c|ent (In-g-), a. (med.). (Of 
disease etc.) growing worse. So ~ence n. 

[f. L in 1{gravescere f. gravis heavy), see 

-ENT] 
ingred'ient (In-g-), n. Component part, 
element, in a mixture, [f. L in l(gredi 
gress- = gradi step) enter, see -ent] 

in'gress (In-g-), n. Going in; right of 
entrance, (f. L ingressus -us (as prec.)J 

inigroup' (-oop), n. (sociol.). Group of 
people sharing common interests, [in a. ] 

in'growing (-n-grol-), a. Growing in¬ 
wards, esp. (of nail) growing into the 
flesh, also of branches of tree. So in¬ 
growth (In-groth) n. [in adv. ] 

ing'uinal f-nggw-), a. Of the groin, [f. L 
inguinalis (in.gv.en -inis groin, see -al)] 

inguh'git|ate (-n-g-). v.t. Swallow gi-eedi- 
ly; (fig.) engulf. So ~a'tion n. [f. L 
in 1(gurgitare f. gurges -itis whirlpool), see 
-ATE 3 ] 

inhabit, v.t. (Of men or animals) dwell 
in, occupy, (region, town, house; also 
fig.). Hence or cogn. '--able a., ~ant, 

~a'tion. nn. [ME en-, in-, f. OF enhabiter 
or L in'(huJAtare dwell, see habit)] 

inhabitancy, n. Residence as inhabitant, 
esp. during specified period, so as to ac¬ 
quire rights etc. [-ancy ] 

inhale', v.t. Breathe in (air, gas, etc., or 
abs.), take (esp. tobacco-smoke or abs. 
of this) into the lungs (also fig.). So 
inhalA'TiON, inhal'ER’(2), nn. [f. L 
in 1(halare breathe)] 

inharmonic, a. Not harmonic, [in-2] 
inhakmon'ious, a. Not harmonious. 

Hence~ly2 adv. [IN-2] 
inhcr|e', v.i. (Of qualities etc.) exist, 
abide, in-, (of rights etc.) be vested in 
(person etc.). So ~'ence n., ~'ent a., 
~'entr,Y2 adv. [f. L in 1(hacrcre haes- 
stick)] 

inhe'rit, v.t. Receive (property, rank, 
title) by legal descent or succession; de¬ 
rive (quality, character) from one’s pro¬ 
genitors; (abs.) succeed as heir. Hence 
~or, ~tess1, inhe'riTRix, nn. [ME, f. 
OF enheriter f. LL inhereditare f. heres 
hered- nEiR ] 

inhS'ritlable, a. Capable of inheriting or 
of being inherited (lit. & fig.). Hence 
'—aBiL'iTY n. [AF (as prec., see -able)] 

inheritance, n. Inheriting; what is in¬ 
herited (lit. & fig.), [f. AF enheritance (as 
prec-, see -ance)] 

inhe'sion (-zhn), n. Inhering, [f. LL in- 
haesio (as inhere, see -ion) ] 

Inhib'It, v.t. Forbid, prohibit, (person 
etc. from doing; esp. in Eccl. Law); for¬ 
bid (ecclesiastic) to exercise clerical func¬ 
tions ; hinder, restrain, (action, process). 
So inhibi'tlON n., (in vbl senses, & esp. 
Psych.) instinctive or induced habitual 
shrinking from some impulse or action as 
a thing forbidden, ~ory a. [f. L in '(hibere 
Mbit- = habere hold) ] 

inhomogen'eous, a. Not homogeneous. 
Hence inhomogene'iTY n. [in-2] 

inhos'pitab|Ie, a. Not hospitable; (of re¬ 
gion, coast, etc.) not affording shelter etc. 
Hence ~leNESS n., ~ly2 adv. [f. F, or 
med. L -abilis] 

inhospital'lty, n. Being inhospitable, [f. 
F -te, or L -Has (in-2, hospitality)] 

infaum'an, a. (Of person or conduct) 
brutal, unfeeling, barbarous, so ~ity 
(-an^) n., ~ly2 adv.; not of the ordinary 
human type. [f. F (-ain), or L l$\lvumanvLS 
HUMAN)] 

inhum|e', v.t. Bury. Hence ~a'tion n. 
[f. L in 1 (humore f. humus ground)] 

inim'ical, a. Hostile (fo); harmful (to). 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. LL inimicaMs f. 
IN2(imicus = amicus friend), sec -AL] 

inim'itablle, a. That defies imitation. 
Hence —leNESS n., ~ly2 adv. [f. F, or L 
in\imilcLbilis imitable)] 

ini'quitly, n. Unrighteousness, wicked¬ 
ness; gross injustice. Hence ~ous a., 
~ously2 adv. [ME, f. OF iniquite f. L 
iniquUatem f. IN \iquus = aequus just), 
see -ty ] 

ini'tial (-shal), a. & n., & v.t. (-11-, -1-). 
1. Of, existing or occurring at, the begin- 
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ning, as ~ stage, expenses, difficulties-, ~ 
letter (standing at beginning of word). 2. 
n. ~ letter, esp. (pi.) first letters of per¬ 
son’s name & surname. 3. v.t. Mark, sign, 
with ~s. Hence ~ly2 adv. (f. L initial is 
f. initium f. in'(ire it- go), see -al] 

ini'tilate1 (-shl-), v.t. Begin, set going, 
originate; admit (person), esp. with intro¬ 
ductory rites or forms, (into society, 
office, secret, in mysteries, science, etc.). 
So ~a'tion, ~atOR, ~aTRix, nn., ~atORY 
(-shyet-) a. [f. L initiarc (as initial), see 
-AT»3] 

ini'tiate2 (-shi-), a. & n. (Person) who has 
been initiated, [as prec., see -ate2] 

initiative (rshyo-), n. & a. 1. First step, 
origination; take the ~, take the lead (in 
doing); have the (power, right, to take 
the) ~, (Mil.) be able to make enemy 
conform to one’s movements; ability to 
initiate things, enterprise (esp. with 
negative or virtual negative as he lacks, 
has little or no, ~); right of citizen(s) out¬ 
side legislature to originate legislation 
(as in Switzerland). 2. adj. Beginning, 
originating, [f. F (as prec., see -ive)] 

Inl’tio (-shio), adv. At the beginning (in 
reference to passage in book etc.; abbr. 
init.); ab~. [L] 

inject', v.t. Drive, force, (fluid, medicine, 
into cavity etc.) as by syringe; fill (cavity 
etc. with) by ~ing. Hence injec'tou n. 
[f. L in 1(jic£re ject- — jac£re throw)] 

injec'tion, n. Injecting; liquid or solution 
injected, [f. F, or L injectio (as prec., see 
-ION)] 

injudicious (-joodishus), a. Unwise, ill- 
judged. IIence~LY2adv.,~NESsn. [in-2] 

In'jun (I-), n. (colloq. & dial.). American 
Indian, esp. in honest ~. 

injunction, n. Authoritative admonition 
or order; judicial process restraining per¬ 
son from wrongful act or compelling 
restitution etc. to injured party, whence 
injunct' v.t. (colloq.). [f. LL injunctio 
f. injungere enjoin, see -ion] 

in'jure (-jer), v.t. Do wrong to; hurt, 
harm, impair, [back formation f. injury] 

in'jured (-jerd), a. Wronged; showing 
sense of wrong, offended, as in an ~ voice. 
[p.p. of prec.] 

injurious (-oor-), a. Wrongful; (of lan¬ 
guage) insulting, calumnious; hurtful. 
Hence ~ly 2 adv., ~ness n. [f. F injurieux 
or L injuriosus (as foil., see -ous)] 

in'jury, n. Wrongful action or treatment; 
harm, damage. [ME, f. L IN2(juria f. jus 
juris right) wrong ] 

injustice, n. Want of equity, unfairness; 
unjust act; you do him. an ~ (judge him 
unfairly). [ME, f. OF f. L IN\jv.stitia 
justice)] 

ink, n., & v.t. 1. Fluid (black, red, etc.) for 
writing with pen; marking-— ; (printer’s 
~) viscous paste similarly used in print¬ 
ing; black liquid ejected by cuttle-fish 
etc. from bladder (~-6op) to assist its 
escape; ~-bottle, -pot (for holding ~); 

—horn, small vessel of horn formerly used 
for holding ~; —pad (for ~ing rubber 
stamp etc.); stand, stand for one or 
more —bottles, often with pen-tray etc.; 
■—well (pot fitted into hole in desk). 2. v.t. 
Mark (in, over, etc.) with ~; cover (types 
etc.) with ~ so as to print from them. 
Hence —'Iness n., —'less, ~'y2, aa. [ME 
enlce, inlce f. OF enque f. LL encau(s)tum 
f. Gk egkauston (as encaustic) purple ~ 

_ used by Roman emperors for signature] 
ink'er, n. Telegraph instrument recording 
message in ink; (Print, etc.) inking-roller. 
[-ER1 ] 

ink'ling, n. Hint, slight knowledge or 
suspicion, (of), [f. ME inkle utter in an 
undertone; orig. unkn.] 

in'land (-and, -&nd), n., a., & adv. I. 
Interior of country. 2. adj. Placed in 
this, remote from sea or border; carried 
on within limits of a country, as ~ trade, 
~ duty (on — trade), || ~ revenue (consist¬ 
ing of taxes & ~ duties). 3. adv. In, 
towards, the interior. Hence ~er‘(4) n., 
—ISH'a. [IN3] 

in-law, n. (colloq.). (Usu. pi.) relative by 
marriage, [in prep.] 

inlay'1, v.t. (inlaid). Embed (thing in 
another) so that their surfaces are even; 
ornament (thing with another inlaid); 
insert (page, plate, cut) in space cut in 
larger stouter page, [in2] 

in'lay2 (or Inia'), n. Inlaid work. [f. prec. ] 
in'let, n. Small arm of sea, creek; piece 
inserted, [in adv.+let2 v.] 

in'lier, n. (geol.). Space occupied by one 
formation & completely surrounded by 
later formation, [in adv. ] 

in'ly, adv. (poet.). Inwardly, in the heart; 
intimately. [OE innlice (IN1, see -ly2)] 

in'lying, a. Lying inside, [in adv. ] 
in'mate, n. Occupant (of house etc.), esp. 

one of several; now usu. occupant of 
institution, asylum, etc. [in adv. ] 

in'mdst (or -ost), a. Most inward; (fig.) 
deepest, most intimate. [OE innemest 
(in adv., see -most)] 

inn, n. Public house for lodging etc. of 
travellers, smaller & less pretentious than 
hotel & usu. in country or small town; 
~'keeper, one who keeps an ~ ; || Inns of 
Court, (buildings in London belonging to) 
four legal societies having exclusive right 
of admitting persons to practise at bar 
(Inner Temple, Middle Temple, Lincoln’s 
Inn, Cray’s Inn)-, II Inns of Chancery 
(hist.), buildings in London formerly used 
as hostels for law students. [OE, f. in 

adv. ] 
inn'ards (-dz), n. pi. (colloq.). Entrails. 

[inward n.] 
innate' (or in'), a. Inborn, natural. Hence 
~ly2 (-tl-) adv., ~NESS (-tn-) n. [f. L IN1 

(natus p.p. of nasci be born)] 
innav'igable, a. Not navigable, [f. F, or 

L IN2(navigabilis navigable)] 

inn'er,a.&n. 1.Interior,internal; ~tube, 
separate inflatable tube inside cover of 
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pneumatic tire; the ~ man, man’s soul or 
mind, (joc.) stomach, as refreshed Ms ~ 
man. 2. n. Division of target next out¬ 
side bull’s-eye, shot that strikes this. 
Hence ~most a. [OE innera a., compar. 
Of IN2] 

inndrv'ate, v.t. Supply (organ etc.) with 
nerve-force or nerves. Hence ~a'tion n. 

[f. IN- 1 + NERVE + -ATE 3 ] 

inn'ings (-z), n. (pi. same, colloq. ~es). 
1. (crick, etc.). Portion of game played 
by either side while in or batting, play of 
one batsman during his turn. 2. (fig.). 
Tenure of office, dominance, of political 
party, cause, etc. [orig. pi.; in sense 1 
sing, inning is usu. in U.S.; f. in adv. + 
-ing 1 ] 

inn'ocent, a. & n. 1. Free from moral 
wrong, sinless; ignorant of evil (without 
implication of virtue); not guilty (of crime 
etc.); (colloq.) windmcs ~ of (without) 
glass; simple, guileless ; harmless. 2. n. 
~ person, esp. young child ; I —s’ Day, 
Dec. 28, festival of the slaughter of chil¬ 
dren by Herod (Matt. ii. 16); II (Pari, si.) 
massacre or slaughter of the ~ s, sacrifice 
of measures at end of session for want of 
time; simple person; idiot. Hence or 
cogn. inn'ocENCE, -ency (rare), nn.,~ ly2 

adv. [ME, f. OF, or L in2(nocens -ent- 
part. of noeere hurt)] 

innoc'uous, a. Not injurious, harmless 
(esp. of snakes). Hence innocu'iTY, 

~ness, nn., ~ly2 adv. [f. L IN2(nocwus 
as prec.) -t--ous] 

innom'mate, a. Unnamed; (Anat.) ~ 
bone, hip-bone (made up of three original 
bones), [f. LL lx2(nominatus, as nomin¬ 

ate)] 

inn'ov|ate, v.i. Bring in novelties; make 
changes in. Hence or cogn. ~a'tion, 

~atOR, nn., ~atORY a. [f. L INHnovare 
make new f. novus), see -ate3] 

inno'xious (-kshws), a. Harmless. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L iy2(noxius 
NOXIOUS)] 

innuen'do, n. (pi. ~es), & v.i. Oblique 
hint, allusive remark (usu. depreciatory); 
(v.i.) make ~es. [L, gerund of inx(nuere 
nod), = by nodding, i.e. by way of 
explanation, as ‘ he, innuendo the 
plaintiff ’, i.e., to wit] 

innum'erable, a. Countless. [ME f. L 
in2(numerabilis numerable)] 

Innutri'tion, n. Lack of nutrition, [in-2] 

innutri'tious (-shus), a. Not nourishing. 
v [IN-2] 

inobsdrv'ance (-z-), n. Inattention; non- 
-observance (of law etc.), [f. F, or L in2(o(j- 
servantia OBSERVANCE)] 

inoccupa'tion, n. Want of occupation. 

. »n-2J 
inoc'ullate, v.t. Impregnate (person, 
animal, with virus or germs of disease) to 
induce milder form of it & so safeguard 
person against its attacks (cf. vaccinate) ; 

implant (disease etc.) thus (on, into, 
person etc.); insert (bud, scion) in plant, 

inquisition 

treat (plant) thus. Hence or cogn. ~A^ 
tion, ~atOR, nn., ~atiVE a. [f. L in’(ocm- 

lare f. oculus eye, bud) engraft, see -ate3] 

inod'orous, a. Having no odour, [f. L 
in\odorus ODOROUS)] 

inoflCn'sive, a. Unoffending; not ob¬ 
jectionable. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[IN-2] 

inoffi'cious (-shun), a. Without office or 
function; (Law) not in accordance with 
moral duty. [f. L vs2(officiosus dutiful, 
see officious)] 

inop'erable, a. (Of tumours etc.) that 
cannot be operated on. [in-2] 

inoperative, a. Not working or taking 
effect, [in-2] 

inopp'ortune, a. Unseasonable. Hence 
~ly 2 adv.,'—'Ness n. [f. LL in 2(opportunus 
opportune)] 

indrd'inate, a,. Immoderate, excessive; 
intemperate; disorderly. Hence ~i,y2 

adv. [ME, f. L IN2(ordinaius p.p. of 
ordinare f. ordo -dinis order)] 

indrgan'ic, a. Having no organized 
physical structure ; (Chcm., of compounds 
etc.) of mineral origin, not organic; ~ 

chemistry, that of ~ substances; not 
arising by natural growth, extraneous. 
[in-2] 

indrganiza'tion, n. Lack of organization. 
[IN-2] 

indrnate', a. Not ornate, [in-2] 

inos'cul|ate, v.i. & t. (Of blood-vessels 
etc.) join, have terminal connexion, 
(with); (of fibres etc.) unite closely, be 
interwoven; (trans.) unite (fibres etc.) 
closely. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. in-1 -ILL 
osculare furnish with mouth (osculum 
dim. of os mouth), -ate3] 

in'pouring (-por-), a. & n. Pouring in. 
in'quest (In-kw-), n. Legal or judicial 
inquiry to ascertain matter of fact; in¬ 
quisition ; = coroner’s ~; great, last, ~, 
last Judgement; coroner’s jury; grand ~ 
(hist.), grand jury (grand ~ of the nation, 
House of Commons). [ME, f. OF en- 
questef. Rom.* inquesta as inquire] 

inqui'etude (in-kw-), n. Uneasiness of 
mind or body. [ME, f. OF, or LL (-do) 
f. IN2-(quietus QUIET), -tude] 

in'quiline (In-kw-), n. Animal living in 
the home of another, commensal, [f. L 
inquilinus (in-1, colere dwell)] 

inqulf |e', en-, (In-kw-), v.i. & t. Make 
search (into matter); seek information (of 
person, abend, after, thing etc.); ~e after, 
for, him (how he is); ask for (goods in shop 
etc.); ask to be told (person’s name, busi¬ 
ness, etc., whether, how, etc.). Hence 
~'Ingl,Y2 adv. [ME enquere f. OF 
enquerre f. Itom. *inquaerera f. L IN1- 

-(quirere quisit- = quaerere seek)] 
inquir'ly, en-, (In-kw-), n. Asking; 
question; investigation; make ~tes, ask 
(about etc.): court of ~y (investigating 
circumstances of mishap etc.), [f. prec. 
+-Y4] 

inquisi'tion (In-kwlz-), n. Search, in- 
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vestigation; judicial or official inquiry; 
(Rom. Cath.) the Z~ (hist.), ecclesiastical 
tribunal for suppression of heresy, the 
Holy Office. Hence ~al (In-kwizlsh-) a. 
[ME, f. OF f. L inquisitionem (as inquire, 

see -ion)] 

inquis'Itlve (in-kwiz-), a. Inquiring, curi¬ 
ous ; prying. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[ME, f. OF (-if, -ive), f. LL inquisitivus 
(as prec., see -ive)] 

inquis'itor (iu-kwiz-), n. Official investi¬ 
gator; officer of the Inquisition (hist.); 
Grand 7~, director of court of Inquisition 
in some countries; General, head of 
this in Spain, [f. OF inquisiteur f. L 
inquisilorem (as inquire, see -or)] 

inquisitorial (in-kwiz-), a. Of, like., an 
inquisitor; offensively prying. Hence 
~LV2 adv. [f. med. L inquisilorius (as 
prec., see -ory) + -al] 

in'road, n. Hostile incursion, raid; (fig.) 
forcible encroachment, [in adv. + road1 

n. in sense ‘ riding ’] 
in'rush, n. Rushing in. [in adv. ] 
insal'Ivlate, v.t. Mix (food) with saliva. 
Hence~a'tion n. [f. in-1 + saliva I--ate3] 

insalub'r|ious (-loo-), a. (Of climate or 
place) unhealthy. So ~ITY n. [f. L 
in 2(sahd>ris salubrious) ] 

insane', a. Mad; senseless; ~ asylum (for 
~ persons). Hence or cogn. ~ly2 (-nl-) 
adv., insan'iTY n. [f. L lN2(som<s sane)] 

insanitary, a. Not sanitary. [IN-2] 

insa'ti|able ( sha-), a. That cannot be 
satisfied; inordinately greedy (of). Hence 
~aniL'iTY n., ~abLY2 adv., (-sha-). [ME, 
f. OF, or L isH.satiabilis, as satiate, see 
-ble)] 

insa'tiate (-shyot), a. Never satisfied, [f. 
L in2(satiatus, as prec.)] 

inscrible', v.t. Write (words etc. in, on, 
stone, metal, paper, etc.); enter name of 
(person) on list, in book (esp. for presenta¬ 
tion); || (esp. in p.p.) issue (loan) in form 
of shares with registered holders, as ~ed 
stock-, mark (sheet, tablet, etc., with 
characters); (Geom.) trace (figure) within 
another so that some particular points 
(or all angular points) of it lie in the 
boundary of that other (cf. circumscribe), 

whence ~'able a. [f. L in l(scribere script- 
write) ] 

inscrip'tion, n. Words inscribed, esp. on 
monument, coin, stone, etc., so ~al 

(-shon-), inscrip'tivE, aa.; inscribing (of 
loan). [ME, f. L inscriptio (as prec., -ion)] 

inscrut'lable (-rob-), a. That cannot bo 
penetrated (fig.), wholly mysterious. 
Hence ~aBii/iTY, ~ableNESS, nn., ~abLY2 

adv. [ME, f. LL IN2(scrutabilis f. scrutari 
search, see -ble)] 

in'sect, n. Small invertebrate segmented 
animal having head, thorax, abdomen, 
and three pairs of thoracic legs. usu. with 
one or two pairs of thoracic wings; (fig.) 
insignificant person or creature;—powder 
(for killing or driving away ~). Hence 
~iv'ORA n. pi., insSc'tivoRE n.,~iv'OROUS 

inside 

a. [f. L insectum (animal) notched animal, 
f. inl(secare sect- cut)] 

insectar'ium, n. Place for keeping in¬ 
sects. [-ARIUM] 

insec'tijcide, n. Insect-killer, esp. pre¬ 
paration used for killing insects. Hence 
~Cld'AL a. [-CIDE] 

insectol'ogy> n. Science of insects, esp. in 
their economic relations to man. [f. F 
insectologie (as insect, see -o- & -logy)] 

insecur|e', a. Unsafe; (of ice, ground, 
etc.) liable to give way. Hence or cogn. 
~e'LY2 (-rl ) adv., ~'ity n. [f. med. L 
in-(securus secure)] 

insem'in|ate, v.t. Sow (seed etc., lit. & 
fig., in). Hence ~a'tion n., esp. artificial 
~ation of animals, [f. L in l(seminare f. 
semen -minis seed), see -ate3] 

insen'sate, a. Without sensibility, un¬ 
feeling ; stupid; mad; without physical 
sensation. Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv. [f. LL 
in-(sensatus f. sensus sense, see -ate2)] 

insensibility, n. Lack of mental feeling 
or emotion; indifference (to); uncon¬ 
sciousness, swoon, [f. LL insensibililas 
(as foil., see -ty)] 

ins6n'sib|le, a. Too small or gradual to be 
perceived, inappreciable, whence ~ly2 

adv.; unconscious, as he fell down <£• was 
long ~le; unaware (of, to, how, etc.); 
emotionless, callous. [ME, f. OF, or L 
in *(sensibilis sensible) ] 

insen'sitive, a. Not sensitive (to touch, 
sight, light, mental or moral impressions). 
Hence ~NESSn. [in-2] 

insen'tient (-sin-), a. Inanimate, [in-2] 

insep'ar|able, a. & n. That cannot be 
separated; (Gram.)~a6to prefix, one that 
cannot be used as separate word (e.g. 
dis-,mis-, un-)\ (n., usu. pl.)~able person 
or thing, esp. friend. Hence ~aBiL'iTY n., 
~abLY2 adv. [ME, f. L ui2(separabilis 
SEPARABLE)] 

Insert', v.t. Place, fit, thrust, (thing in, 
into, another, between edges etc.); intro¬ 
duce (letter, word, article, in, into, 
written matter, newspaper, etc.), [f. L 
in 1(serere sert- join)] 

ins6r'tion, n. Inserting; thing inserted, 
esp. in writing or print; each appearance 
of an advertisement in newspaper etc.; 
ornamental needlework etc. inserted into 
plain material, as lac.e~\ (Anat.) mode of 
attachment of muscle, organ, etc. [f. F, 
or LL insertio (as prec., see -ion)] 

in'set *, n. Extra page(s) inserted in sheet 
or book; small map etc. inserted within 
border of larger; piece let into dress; 
pair of white slips worn as edging to 
waistcoat opening, [in adv.+set ii.] 

inset'2, v.t. (~ or ~tcd). Put In as an 
inset, [in adv. +set v. or f. prec. ] 

in'shore', adv. & a. Close to shore; ~ of, 
nearer to shore than, [in1] 

inside, n., a., adv., & prep. 1. n. (In'sid'). 
Inner side or surface, (of path) side next 
to wall or away from road; inner part, 
interior; (Insid'), stomach & bowels 
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(colloq.); |[the in'sid-e' (middle part.) of a 
week; (insid') passenger travelling ~ 
coach etc. (hist.); turned in'side out, so 
that inner side becomes outer. 2. adj. 
(in'sid). Situated on or in, derived from, 
the ~ (~ information, not accessible to 
outsiders; an ~ job, burglary by a resi¬ 
dent). 3. adv. (Insid'). On or in the 
(colloq.)~ o/(in less than) a week. 4. prep. 
(Insid'). On the inner side of, within, [in 
a. -4- side ] 

insid'er, n. One who is in some society, 
organization, etc. (cf. outsider) ; one who 
is in the secret, [f. prec. +-er1 ] 

insid'ious, a. Treacherous, crafty; pro¬ 
ceeding secretly or subtly, as ~ disease. 
Hence~LY2adv.,~NESSn. [f. Linsidiosus 
cunning f. in l(sidioe f. sedere sit) ambush, 
see -ous] 

in'sight (-it), n. Penetration (into charac¬ 
ter, circumstances, etc.) with the under¬ 
standing. [in adv. 4-SIGHT) 

insig'nia, n. pi. Badges, distinguishing 
marks, (of office, honour, etc.). [L, neut. 
pi. of in l(siigiiis f. signum sign1) distin¬ 
guished ) 

insignif'iclant, a. Unimportant, trifling; 
contemptible; meaningless. Hence ~- 
ance, ~ancy, nn., ~antLY2 adv. [in-2] 

insincere', a. Not sincere, disingenuous. 
Hence ~ly2 (-rl-) adv. insince'riTY n. 
[f. L INHsilWCruS SINCERE)] 

insin'ulate, v.t. Introduce (thing, oneself, 
into place; oneself, person, into favour, 
office, etc.) gradually or subtly; convey 
indirectly, hint obliquely, (idea, that). 
Hence ~atingLY2 adv., ~a'tion, ~atOR, 
nn.. ~atrvE a. [f. L inl(sinuare f. sinus 
■us curve), see -ate3] 

insip'id, a. Tasteless; wanting in flavour; 
lifeless, dull, uninteresting. Hence ~ity 
(-Id-), ■—'NESS, nn., ~ly2 adv. [f. LL 
in Hsipidus=sapidus well-tasting, f. sapere 
taste, be wise, see -id1)] 

insist', v.i. & t. Dwell long or emphati¬ 
cally (on), as ~ on this point, o-n his un- 
punctuality ; maintain positively, as ~ on 
his innocence, ~ (on it) that he is innocent; 
make a st and on as essential (I ~ on being 
present, on your being present, on your 
presence, on it that you, shall be present). 
Hence ~ence, ~ency, nn., ~ent a., 
~entLY2 adv. [f. F insister, or L lN'(sis- 
tere stand) ] 

insobriety, n. Intemperance, esp. in 
drinking, [in-2] 

insola'tion, n. Exposure to sun’s rays, 
for purposes of bleaching etc., as medical 
treatment, or as cause of disease, [f. L 
insolotio f. in l(solare f. sol sun), see -ation ] 

in'sol|ent, a. Offensively contemptuous, 
insulting. Hence or cogn. ~ence n., 
~entLY2 adv. [f. L in 2(solens part, of 
solere lie accustomed), see -ent] 

insol'luble, a. That cannot be solved; 
that cannot be dissolved. Hence ~-ubil- 
ity, ~ubleNESs, nn., ~ubi,Y2 adv. [ME, 
f. L in\solubili& soluble)] 

insol'vent, a. & n. (Debtor) unable to 
pay debts: relating to ~s, as ~ laws. 
Hence insol'vENCY n. [in-2] 

insom'nia, n. Habitual sleeplessness. [L, 
f. m2(somnis f. somnus sleep) sleepless] 

insomuch', adv. To such an extent that. 
insouci\ant (see Ap.), a. Careless, uncon¬ 
cerned. So~anceu. [F (soucier care)] 

inspan', v.t. (S.-Afr.; -nn-). Yoke (oxen 
etc.) in team to vehicle; harness (wagon), 
[f. Du. in1(spannen span2)] 

inspect', v.t. Look closely into; examine 
officially. So inspec'tiON, inspec'tOR 
(esp., police officer below superintendent 
& above sergeant, also official appointed 
to ~ & send in reports, e.g. ~or of schools, 
of mines, of weights db measures), inspec- 
torsmp, nn., inspec'torAL, ~<>r'iAL, aa. 
[f. L in 1 (spicere sped- look), & inspectare] 

inspectorate, n. Office of inspector; 
body of inspectors; district under in¬ 
spector. [-ATE1] 

inspiration, n. Drawing in of breath; 
inspiring; divine influence, esp. that 
w'hich is thought to visit poets etc. & 
that under which books of Scripture are 
held to have been written, whether verbal 
~ (dictating every word), plenary ~ 
(covering all subjects treated), or moral ~ 
(confined to moral & religious teaching), 
whence ~ism(3), ~ist(2), nn.; thought etc. 
inspired, prompting; sudden happy idea; 
inspiring principle. Hence ~AL a. [ME, 
f. OF f. LL inspirationem (as inspire, see 
-ATION)] 

in'spirator, n. Apparatus for drawing in 
air or vapour. [L (as foil., see -on)] 

lnspir|e', v.t. Breathe in, inhale, (air 
etc. or abs.), whence ~'atORY a.; infuse 
thought or feeling into (person; esp. of 
divine or supernatural agency; often in 
p.p.): animate (person etc. with feeling); 
infuse (feeling into person etc.), create 
(feeling in person); an ~ed article (in 
journal), one secretly suggested by or 
emanating from influential person etc. 
[ME, f. OF enspirer f. L in l(spirare 
breathe)] 

inspi'rit, v.t. Put life into, animate; en¬ 
courage (person to action, to do). Hence 
~ing2 a. [in-1 + spirit n.] 

inspiss'late (or In1), v.t. Thicken, con¬ 
dense. So ~a'tion n. [f. LL in 1(spissare 
f. spissus thick), see -ate3) 

instability, n. Lack of stability (usu. fig. 
of moral qualities etc.). [ME, f. OF 
instabilile f. L instabilitalem f. in2(stabilis 
STABLE 1), see -TY ] 

install' (-awl), v.t. Place (person in office 
or dignity) with ceremonies, whence 
~ ant (-awl-) a. & n.; establish (person, 
oneself, in place, condition, etc.); place 
(heating or lighting apparatus etc.) in 
position for use. So ~a'tion n. (also, usu. 
pi., buildings etc. for technical operation). 

_ [f. med. L IN'(siallare f. stallum stall1)) 
instalment (-awl-), n. Each of several 
parts, successively falling due, of a sum 
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payable; each of several parts supplied 
etc. at different times, [f. obs. in \stall v. 
arrange, fix) + -meNT) 

in'stance \ n. Fact illustra ting' a general 
truth, example; particular case (in your, 
this, ~); /or~, as an example; at the ~ (re¬ 
quest, suggestion) of-, (Law) process, suit, 
as court of first ~ (primary jurisdiction); 
in the first ~, in the first place, at the first 
stage of a proceeding. [ME, f. OF f. L 
instanlia (as instant1, see -ance)] 

in'stance2, v.t. Cite (fact, case) as an in¬ 
stance; (usu. pass.) exemplify, [f. prec.] 
in'stancy, n. Urgency, [as prec., -ancy) 

in'stant1, a. Urgent, pressing; (abbr. 
inst.) of the current month, as the 6th 
inst. (cf. proximo, ultimo); immediate. 
[F, f. L in 1(stare stand) be present, press 
upon, see -ant] 

in'stant2, n. Precise (esp. the present) 
point of time, moment, as come this ~, 
I went that ~ or on the ~ ; I told you the ~ 
(as soon as) I knew; short space of time, 
moment, [after med. L instans (prec.)] 

instantane (see Ap.), n. Snapshot, (fig.) 
short sketch in a few sentences. [F] 

instantan'eous, a. Occurring, done, in an 
instant; (Dynam.) existing at a particu¬ 
lar instant. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[f. med. L -eus (instant2, -aneous), after 

LL momentaneus ] 
Instan'ter, adv. Immediately, at once, 

(now usu. joc.). [L, f. instans instant1] 

in'stantly, adv. At once, [instant1 + 
-LY2] 

in'stab, n. Form assumed by insect at 
particular stage of development. [L ] 

instaura'tion, n. Restoration, removal. 
So in'stauratOR n. [f. L instauratio f. 
in 1(staurare, see restore & -ation)] 

instead' (-6d), adv. As a substitute or 
alternative; in place of, as ~ of this, ~ of 
going, you should be out ~ of (sitting) in on 
this fine day, (also in his, my, our, stead). 

[ME ; in prep. + stead n.] 
in'step, n. Upper surface of foot between 
toes & ankle; part of shoe etc. fitting this; 
~-shaped thing. [16th e., ult. f. in -[-step, 

but immed. orig. obsc.] 
in'stlglate, v.t. Urge on, incite, (person 

to action, to do f req. something evil); bring 
about (revolt, murder, etc.) by persuasion. 
So ~a'tion, ~atOR, nu. [f. L instigare 
urge, incite; see -ate3] 

instil(l)', v.t. (-11-). Put in (liquid into 
thing) by drops; infuse (feeling, ideas, 
etc. into person, mind, etc.) gradually. 
Hence or cogn. instillA'TiON, instil'MENT, 
nn. [f. L in 1(stillare drop); cf. distil] 

in'stinct1, n. Innate propensity, esp. in 
lower animals, to certain seemingly 
rational acts performed without con¬ 
scious design; herd 1 ~ ; innate impulse; 
intuition, unconscious skill. Hence 
instlnc'tivE a., instinc'tiveLY2 ( vl ) 
adv. [f. L instinctus -us f. in 1(stinguere 
stinct- prick) incite] 

instinct'2, pred. a. Imbued, charged. 

insubstantial 

(with life, beauty, force, etc.), [f. L p.p. 
as prec. ] 

In'stitute1, n. 1. Society, organization, 
for promotion of scientific or other object; 
building used by this. 2. pi. Digest of ele¬ 
ments of a subject, esp. of jurisprudence, 
as 7~s of Justinian, [f. L neut. p.p. as 
foil.] 

in'stitute2, v.t. Establish, found; set on 
foot (inquiry etc.); appoint (person to, 
into, benefice). [ME, f. L IN Hstituere -hit- 
— staluere set up) ] 

institution, n. Instituting; establish¬ 
ment (of person) in cure of souls; estab¬ 
lished law, custom, or practice; (eolloq., 
of person etc.) familiar object; organiza¬ 
tion for promotion of some public ob¬ 
ject; building used by this. Hence ~al 

(-shon-) a., (also, of religion) organized 
into or finding expression through ~s 
(churches, priests, ritual, etc.). [ME, f. 
OF f. L institutionem (as prec., see -ion)] 

instruct', v.t. Teach (person etc. in sub¬ 
ject); inform (person that, when, etc.); 
(of client, solicitor) give information to 
(solicitor, counsel); direct, command, 
(person to do). Hence or cogn. Instruct 
tOR, instructress\ nn. [ME, f. L in1- 
(struere struct- pile up) build, teach ] 

instruction, n. Teaching; (pi.) direc¬ 
tions, orders; (pi.) directions to solicitor 
or counsel. Hence ~al (-shon-) a. [ME, 
f. OF, f. L (in sense LL) instructumem (as 
prec., see -ion)] 

instructive, a. Tending to instruct, con¬ 
veying a lesson. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness 

n. [-IVE] 
instrument (-rdb-), n., & v.t. I. Thing 
used in performing an action; person so 
made use of; tool, implement, esp. for 
delicate or scientific work; (also musical 
~) contrivance for producing musical 
sounds by vibration of strings etc. 
(stringed etc. ~s) or of body of air in pipe 
etc. (wind ~s); formal, esp. legal, docu¬ 
ment. 2. v.t. Arrange (music) for ~s. 
[ME, f. OF, or L instrumentum (as in- 
struct, see -ment)] 

instrumental (-rdb-), a. Serving as 
instrument or means (to purpose, in work, 
in doing); of, arising from, an instrument, 
as ~ errors; (of music) performed on in¬ 
struments (cf. vocal), whence ~ist(3) n.; 
(Gram.)~ case (denoting the instrument). 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. F, or med. L instru- 
mentalis (as instrument, see -al)] 

instrumentality (-rdb-), n. Agency, 
means, esp. by the ~ of. [-ITY] 

instrumentation (-rdb-), n. Arrange¬ 
ment of music for instruments; study of 
character, power, pitch, etc., of musical 
instruments; operation with surgical or 
other instrument; instrumentality. [F, 
(as INSTRUMENT, See -ATION)] 

insub<5M'in|ate, a. Disobedient, rebel¬ 
lious. Hence~a'tion n. [in-2] 

insubstantial (-shl), a. Not real; lack¬ 
ing solidity or substance. Hence ~ITY 
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(-shi&F) n. [f. LL m2(subslaniialis sub¬ 

stantial) ) 

Insuff'erablle, a. Unbearable, unbear¬ 
ably arrogant, conceited, etc. Hence~ly2 
adv. [in-2] 

insuffi'ci|ent (-shent), a. Not sufficient, 
inadequate. Hence or cogn. ~ency n., 
~entLY2 adv., (-shen-). [f. OF, or LL 
in\sufflciens sufficient)] 

in'sufflatle, v.t. Blow, breathe, (air, gas, 
etc.) into cavity of the body etc.; treat 
(nose etc.) thus. Hence ~or n., (also) 
device for blowing powder on to surface 
of object in order to make latent finger- 
-prints visible, [f. LL iNl(suF/kwe blow 
upon), see - ate3] 

insuffla'tion, n. Blowing on or into; 
breathing on person as rite of exorcism. 
[f. LL insufflatio (as prec., see -ion)] 

in'sular, a. Of (the nature of) an island; 
applied to a development of Latin hand¬ 
writing current in the British Isles in the 
early Middle Ages; of, like, islanders, esp. 
ignorant of or indifferent to other coun¬ 
tries & their culture, narrow-minded, 
whence ~ism n. Hence insula'rrrY n., 
~ly'2 adv. [f. LL insularis (as foil., see 
-ar1)] 

in'suljate, v.t. Make (land) into an island; 
detach (person, thing) from surroundings, 
isolate; isolate (thing) by interposition 
of non-conductors, to prevent passage of 
electricity or heat. Hence ~a'tion, ~a- 

tOR, nn. [f. L insula island -I--ate3] 

in'suiin, n. A specific for diabetes ex¬ 
tracted from the islets of Langerhans in 
the pancreas of animals, [f. L insula 
island + -in 1 

in'sult’, n. Insulting speech or action, 
affront, [f. F, or LL in 1(sultus — saltus 
leap, as foil.)] 

insult'2, v.t. Treat with scornful abuse, 
offer indignity to; (of person or thing) 
affront. Hence ~ingi,Y2 adv. [f. F 
insulter, or L in 1(sultare — sallare, fre¬ 
quent. of satire salt- leap)] 

msup'er|able, a. (Of barriers etc. & fig. 
of difficulties etc.) that cannot be sur¬ 
mounted or overcome; !| (rare) unsurpass¬ 
able. Hence ~aB!i/iTY n., ~abLY2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF, or L ix2(superabilisf. superare 
overcome, -ble)] 

insupport'ab|le, a. Unbearable. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. F, or LL IN2(supportabilis 
SUPPORT, -ABLE)] 

insur'ance (-shoor-), n. Insuring; sum 
paid for this, premium; National I~ Act, 
one requiring wage-earners to make 
weekly payments supplemented by their 
employers in return for which they receive 
State assistance in sickness, unemploy¬ 
ment, etc. [earlier en-, f. OF eriscurance 
(as ensure, see -ance)] 

insur'ant (-shoor-), n. Person to whom 
insurance policy is issued, [f. foil. + -ant] 

insur|e' (-shoor), v.t. Secure payment of 
sum of money in event of loss of or 
damage to (property, life; cf. assurance) 

integrate 

by payment of premium; secure payment 
of (sum of money) thus (said of owner of 
the property or of insurance company); 
the ~ed, the person to whom such pay¬ 
ment is seemed; make certain. Hence 
~'able (-shoor-) a. [ME, earlier ensure] 

insur'er (-shoor-), n. One who insures 
property in consideration of premium, 
underwriter. [ -er 1 ] 

insur'glent, a. & n. 1. Rising in active 
revolt; (of sea etc.) rushing in. 2. n. 
Rebel. Hence~ency n. [f. L \nt\surgere 
surreci- rise), see -ent ] 

insurmoun'tab|le (-ser-), a. Not to be 
surmounted. Hence ~LYr2 adv. [in-2] 

Insurrec'tion (-s«-), n. Rising in open 
resistance to established authority; inci¬ 
pient rebellion. Hence ~al, ~aryt1, aa., 
~ist(3) n., (-ureksho-). [ME, f. OF f. LL 
insurrectionem (as insurgent, see -ion)] 

insusceptible, a. Not susceptible (of 
treatment, to agency etc.). Hence 
*—Ibii/ity n. [in-2] 

intact', a. Untouched; entire; unim¬ 
paired. [ME, f. L in \tactus p.p. of tangere 
touch) ] 

inta'gliated (-till-), a. Carved on the sur¬ 
face. [f. It. intagliato p.p. of in 1(tagliare 
cut), as entail2] 

inta'glio (-till-), n. (pi. ~s), & v.t. En¬ 
graved design; carving in hard material; 
gem with incised design (cf. cameo) ; (v.t.) 
engrave (material, design) thus, [(vb f. 
n.) It. (as prec.)] 

in'take, n. Place where water is taken 
into channel or pipe from river etc.; air¬ 
way in mine; abrupt narrowing in pipe, 
stocking, etc.; person(s) or thing(s) taken 
in or received; land reclaimed from moor. 
[in adv. +TAKE v.] 

intan'glible (-j-), a, & n. 1. That cannot 
be touched; impalpable; that cannot be 
grasped mentally. 2. n. ~ible thing. 
Hence ~Ibil'ity' n., ~ibLY2 adv. [f. med. 
L lft2(tangibilis tangible)] 

in'teger, n. Whole number, undivided 
quantity, (cf. fraction) ; thing complete 
in itself. [L, adj. = untouched, whole; 
see entire ] 

in'tegral, a. & n. 1. Of, necessary to the 
completeness of, a whole; whole, com¬ 
plete; (Math.) of, denoted by, an integer, 
involving only integers ; ~ calculus (deal¬ 
ing with finding & properties of ~s of 
functions, cf. differential). 2. n. Quan¬ 
tity of which a given function is the 
differential coefficient. Hence or cogn. 
~ity (-alQ n., ~ly2 adv. [f. LL integralis 
(as prec., see -al)] 

in'tegrant, a. (Of parts) component, 
making up a whole, [as foil., see -ant] 

in't^grate1, a. Made up of parts; whole, 
complete, [as foil., see -ate2] 

in'tegr|ate2, v.t. Complete (imperfect 
thing) by addition of parts; combine 
(parts) into a whole; (Math.) find the 
integral of; indicate mean value or total 
sum of (area, temperature, etc.), whence 
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~atOR n. Hence or cogn. ~a'tion n., 
~ativE a. [f. L integrate make whole 
(INTEGER), see -ATE 8 ] 

integ'rity, n. Wholeness; soundness; up¬ 
rightness, honesty. [ME, f. OF -te, or L 
inlegritas (INTEGER, see -TY)] 

integ'ument, n. Skin, husk, rind, or 
other (usu. natural) covering. Hence 
~ary1 (-fin4) a. [f. L integumentum f. 
in Htegere cover), see -ment] 

in'tellect, n. Faculty of knowing & 
reasoning; understanding; person, per¬ 
sons collectively, of good understanding. 
[ME, f. L intellects -us (as intelligent)] 

intellec't|ion, n. Action, process, of 
understanding, esp. as opp. to imagina¬ 
tion. So '—'IVE a. [f. med. L intellectio (as 
INTELLIGENT, See -ION)] 

intellectual, a. & n. 1. Of, appealing to, 
requiring the exercise of, intellect. 2. 
(Person) possessing a good understand¬ 
ing, enlightened person, esp. the ~s (of a 
country etc.). Hence or cogn. ~ity (-&1-), 

■—Iza'tion, nn.,~iZE(3) y.t. & i.,~LY2 adv. 

[ME, f. L intellectualis (as intellect, see 

-al)] 

intellec'tualjism, n. Doctrine that know¬ 
ledge is wholly or mainly derived from 
pure reason. So ~ist(2) n. [-ism] 

intelligence, n. Intellect, understanding, 
whence intelligen'tiAL (-shal) a.; quick¬ 
ness of understanding, sagacity, (of 
person or animal; ~ lest; ~ quotient, abbr. 
I.Q., a number denoting the ratio of a 

given person’s ~ to the normal or aver¬ 
age) ; rational being; information, news, 
(/~ Department, engaged in collecting 
information esp. for mil. pimposes). [ME, 
f. OF, f. L inteUigentia (as intelligent)] 

intelligencer, n. Bringer of news, in¬ 
formant ; secret agent, spy. [f. prec. + 
-er1] 

intelligent, a. Having or showing (usu. 
a high degree of) understanding; clever, 
quick of mind. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. 
L intelligere understand (inter- -f legere 
gather, pick out, read), -ent] 

intelligent'sia, -zia, n. The part of a 
nation that aspires to independent think¬ 
ing. [Russ, intelligenisiya] 

intelligible, a. That can he understood, 
comprehensible to; (Philos.) that can be 
apprehended only by the intellect, not by 
the senses. Hence ~IbilTty n., ~ibLY2 
adv. [f. L int&lligibilis (as prec., see 
-BLE)] 

intem'per|ate, a. (Of person or conduct 
or speech) immoderate, unbridled, vio¬ 
lent ; excessive in the indulgence of an 
appetite; addicted to drinking. Hence or 
cogn. ~ance n., ~ateLY2 adv. [f. L in2- 

(temperatus, as temper v.)] 

intend', v.t. Purpose, design, as ire ~ to 
go, ice ~ no harm, we ~ that it shall be done 
today, was this ~ed (done on purpose) ?; 
design, destine, (person, thing) for a pur¬ 
pose, as tee ~ our son for the bar, ~ him to 
go, ~ it as a stopgap, this bun is ~ed for 

intentional 

you (to eat), this das is for (meant 
to represent) me; mean, as what exactly do 
you ~ by the word ?. [ME en-, in- f. OF 
entendre & in l(tcndere tent- or tens- stretch, 
tend) strain, direct, purpose] 

inten'dan|t, n. Superintendent, manager, 
of public business etc. (chiefly as foreign 
title). Hence ~cy n. [F, f. L as prec., 
-ant] 

inten'd6d, n. (colloq.). Affianced lover, as 
your his, her, [p.p. of intend as n.] 

intend'ment, n. True meaning as fixed 
by law. [ME en- f. OF entendement mean¬ 
ing (as intend, see -ment)] 

intense', a. (-er, -est). (Of quality etc.) 
existing in a high degree, violent, ve¬ 
hement; having some quality in high 
degree; (of feeling or action) eager, 
ardent; feeling, apt to feel, ~ emotion. 
Hence ~ly2 (-si-) adv., ~ness (-sn-), 
intensiFicA'TioN, intSn'siTY, nn., intgn2- 
siFY v.t. & i., (also, Photog.) increase the 
opacity of the deposit in a negative by 
chemical or other means. [ME, f. OF as 
INTENT2] 

inten'sion (-shn), n. Intensity, high 
degree, of a quality; strenuous exertion of 
mind or will, [f. L intensio (intend, -ion) ] 

inten'sive, a. Of, relating to, intensity 
as opp. to extent; producing intensity; 
(Gram.) expressing intensity, giving 
force; concentrated, directed to a single 
point or area or subject, (~ bombard,ment, 
study); (Econ.) serving to increase pro¬ 
duction of given area, as ~ methods, 
agriculture; (Med.) ~ inoculation (in 
which intensity of matter introduced is 
increased in successive operations). 
Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv. [F (-if, -ive), f. 
med. L as intend, see -ive] 

intent'1, n. Intention, purpose, esp. with 
~ to (defraud etc.), unth malicious, good, 
etc., ~; (pi.) to all ~s efr purposes, practi¬ 
cally, virtually. [ME & OF (1) entent f. 
L intents -us, (2) entente f. Rom. *intenta 
fern, p.p., both as intend] 

int6nt'2, a. Resolved, bent, (on doing, on 
object); sedulously occupied (on); (of 
faculties, looks, etc.) earnest, eager. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L as 
intend ] 

inten'tion, n. Intending; thing intended, 
purpose, whence (-)~f.d2 (-shond) a.; 
ultimate aim; (pi., colloq.) purposes in 
respect of proposal of marriage; (Med.) 
second ~, healing of wound by granula¬ 
tion, first healing without this by 
immediate re-union of parts; (Logic) con¬ 
ception, as first ~s, primary conceptions 
of things (e.g. a tree, an oak), second ~s, 
secondary conceptions (e.g. difference, 
identity, species); (Theol.) special, parti¬ 
cular, special object for which mass 
is celebrated etc. [ME, f. OF, f. L inten- 
tionem (as intend, see -ion)] 

inten'tional (-shon-), a. Done on purpose. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. med. L intentionalis 
(as prec., see -al)] 
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intSr'1, v.t. (-rr-). Deposit (corpse etc.) in 
earth, tomb, etc.; bury. [ME en- f. OF 
enterrer f. Rom. *in '(Urrare f. terra earth) ] 

in'ter2, prep. (L). Between, among, as ~ 
dl'ia, amongst other things; ~ nos, se, 
between ourselves, themselves: ~ viv’os, 
between the living (esp. of gift as opp. 
legacy). 

inter-, pref. = prec. Inter- is used freely 
to form (1) vbs, nn., & aa., expr. mutual 
or reciprocal action or relation, or with 
sense ‘among’, ‘between’, as: —bed’, 
embed (thing) between others: —cen'sal, 
between two censuses; —colle'giate, car¬ 
ried on etc. between colleges: —colum'nar, 
placed, existing, between two columns; 
—columnia'tion> placing of columns at in¬ 
tervals, such interval; —connect', connect 
by reciprocal links: —convert'ible, inter¬ 
changeable ; ~cross', t. & i., lay, lie, across 
each other, (cause to) propagate with 
each other; —flow, n. & v. i.. flow into each 
other; —gradation., gradual approxima¬ 
tion; regrade, (v.i.) pass into another 
form by intervening grades, (n.) such 
grade; ~growth', growing of things into 
each other; —jac'via,terry, expressed in 
parenthetical ejaculations; —knit', inter¬ 
twine; —lap’, overlap: —link', link to¬ 
gether (things, one with another); ~- 
ocean’ic, between, connecting, two oceans; 
—plait.', plait together; —plan’clary a., 
between planets; —vroxnn’cial, situated, 
carried on, between provinces; —junc¬ 
tion, punctuation; —pv,ne'turtle, punctu¬ 
ate; —ra'cial, existing between different 
races; —shoot', shoot, or glance (t. & i.) at 
intervals, variegate (thing with colours 
etc., esp. in p.p. —shot); interspace, in¬ 
terval of space or time: —tan'gle, tangle 
together, whence —tan'glement n.; — 
texture, interweaving; —trib'al, existing 
between different tribes; -twist', twist 
together; —vein', intersect (as) with veins; 
—work', (trans.) interweave lit. & fig., 
(intr.) work upon each other; —wreathe', 
wreathe together. (2) Scientific, esp. 
anat., wds w. sense ‘ between ’, chiefly 
adjj., as: -a.rtic'vlar, between contiguous 
surfaces of a joint; —costal, between 
the ribs (of body or ship), (n. pi.) ~costal 
parts; -di'gita.1, between fingers or toes; 
—di'gitate, interlock like fingers of 
clasped hands, so-digita’lionn.; —fa’cial, 
included between two faces of crystal or 
other solid; —fern’oral, between the thighs ; 
—folia'ceovs, placed alternately between 
a pair of opposite leaves: —gla'cial, be¬ 
tween glacial periods; —lob'vlar, between 
lobes; in'ternode, (Bot.) part of stem be¬ 
tween two of the knots from which leaves 
arise, (Anat.) slender part between two 
joints,esp.boneof finger or toe; —oss'eous 
between bones; —pari'etal, between right 
& left parietal bones of skull; —sep'tal, 
between partitions; —spin'al, —spin’ous. 

intercommunity 

between spines or spinous processes; 
—stell'ar, between stars; —stratification, 
—strat'ified, interspersion, interspersed, 
(with strata). 

interact1, n. Interval between two acts 
of play: interlude, [inter-, after F 
ENTR’ACTE ] 

interact'2, v.t. Act reciprocally, act on 
each other. Hence interac'tiON n., inter- 
ac'tivE a. [INTER-] 

interblend', v.t. & i. Mingle (things, one 
with another): (intr.) blend with each 
other, [inter-] 

interbreed', v.t. & i. Cross-breed; (intr., 
of animals of different race or species) 
breed with each other, [inter-] 

interc'alary, a. (Of day or month) in¬ 
serted in calendar to harmonize calendar 
with solar year, e.g. Feb. 29 in leap years; 
(of year) having such additions; inter¬ 
polated, intervening, [f. L intercalarius 
(as foil., see -ary1)] 

interc'aljate, v.t. Insert (intercalary day 
etc., or abs.); interpose (anything out of 
ordinary course, esp. in p.p. of strata). 
So~a'tion n. [f. L inter(calare proclaim), 
see -ate3] 

intercede', v.i. Interpose on behalf of 
another, plead (with one person for 
another), [f. L lNTER(cedere cess- go) 
intervene] 

inter|cept', v.t. Seize, catch, (person etc.) 
on the way from place to place; cut off 
(light etc. from); check, stop; (Math.) 
mark off (space) between two points etc. 
Hence or cogn. —cep'tiON, ~cep't0R, 
nn., ~cep'tiVE a. [f. L iNTER(cipere cept- 
= capere take)] 

inter|ce'ssion (-shn), n. Interceding, esp. 
by prayer. So —cess'oR n., ~cessor'iAL, 
—cess'oRY, aa. [f. L intercessio (as inter¬ 

cede, see -ion)] 

interchange1 (-j), n. Reciprocal ex¬ 
change (of things) between two persons 
etc.; alternation, [f. OF entrechange (as 
foil.)] 

interchange'2 (-j), v.t. (Of two persons) 
exchange (things) with each other; put 
each of (two things) in the other’s place; 
alternate. Hence or cogn. ~aBiL'lTY, 
—ableNESs, nn., ~arle a., ~abLY2 adv., 
(-job-). [ME, f. OF entrechangier (enlre- 
inter- + changier change)] 

intercolSn'ial, a. Existing, carried on, 
between different colonies, [inter-] 

intercom, n. System of intercommunica¬ 
tion esp. in aircraft, [abbr. ] 

intercommun'ic|ate, v.i. Have mutual 
intercourse; have free passage to each 
other. So~A'TiONn. [inter-] 

intercommun'ion (-yon), n. Intimate 
intercourse; mutual action or relation. 
[inter- ] 

intercommun'ity, n. Being common to 
various parties; having things in com¬ 
mon. [INTER- ] 

For other words in inter- see inter-. 



intercourse 635 interlocutor 

m tercourse (-ors), n. Social communica- 
tion, dealings, between individuals; com¬ 
munion between man & God; communi¬ 
cation for trade purposes etc. between 
different countries etc.; sexual connexion. 
[ME, f. OF entrecours f. entrecorre run be¬ 
tween f. L lNTER(currere curs- run)] 

intercu'rr lent, a. (Of time or event) inter¬ 
vening : (of disease) occurring during pro¬ 
gress of another, (also) recurring at inter¬ 

nals. Hence ~ENCEn. [f. L as prec., -ent] 

interdejpend', v.i. Depend on each other. 
So ~pen'dENOE, -ency, nn., ~pen'dENT 
a., ~pen'dentiY2 adv. [inter-] 

in'terdict1, n. Authoritative prohibition; 
(Sc. Law)=in junction; (R.-C. Ch.) sen¬ 
tence debarring person or place from 
ecclesiastical functions etc. [ME & OF 
entredit f. L interdictum p.p. of lNTER(dicere 
diet- sa.y)] 

interdict'2, v.t. Prohibit (action); forbid 
use of; restrain (person from doing): for¬ 
bid (thing to person). So interdic'tiON n., 
interdic'toRY a. [ME, as prec.) 

in'terest1, n. 1. Legal concern, title, right, 
(in property); pecuniary stake (in com¬ 
mercial imdertaking etc.); VESTed ~.s\ 
2. Advantage, profit, as it is (to) your ~ 
to go, I do it in your ~, in the ~ (or ~s) of 
truth. 3. Thing in which one is concerned; 
principle in which a party is concerned; 
party having a common ~, as the brewing 
~. 4. Selfish pursuit of one’s own wel¬ 
fare; make ~, bring personal ~ to bear 
(with person). 5. Concern, curiosity, or 
quality exciting them (take an ~, no ~, 

in: this has no ~ for me). 6. Money paid 
for use of money lent or for forbearance of 
debt (with ~, transf., with increased force 
etc,., as returned the blow, his kindness, 
with ~); simple ~ (reckoned on principal 
only, & paid at fixed intervals); com¬ 
pound ~ (reckoned on principal & on 
accumulations of ~). [ME interesse, 
f. AF, alt. app. after OF interest; f. L 
lNTER(esse be), & interest, 3rd sing. pres. 
= it matters] 

in'terest2, v.t. Cause (person) to take 
personal interest or share (in): (p.p.) 
having a private interest, not impartial 
or disinterested, os ~ed parties, m.otives; 
excite curiosity or attention of, whence 
~lNG2a. (II in anting condition, pregnant), 
~ingi, y2 adv. Hence ~edi,Y2 adv. [alt. f. 
earlier interess vb after prec.] 

interfere', v.t. (Of things) come into 
collision or opposition (with): (of pereon) 
meddle (with or abs.), whence fer'iNG2 
a.; intervene, take part, (in); (Physics, of 
waves of light etc.) strike against each 
other; (of horse) knock one leg against 
another. Hence ~fer'ENCE n. [f. obs. F 
s’entrefdrir strike each other (entre- inter- 
+fdrir f. L ferire strike)] 

interferom'eter, n. Instrument for mea¬ 
suring the length of light-waves by means 
of interference phenomena, [prec. 4- 
-METER] 

int6rf'luent (-Oh-), a,. Flowing into each 
_ other, [f. L inter(fluere flow), see -ent] 
interfuse' (-z), v.t. & i. Intersperse, mix, 
(thing with): blond (things) together; 
(of two things) blend with each other. 
So interfu'siON (-zhn) n. [f. L lNTER(/im- 

dere fus- pour)] 
in'terim, adv., n., & a. 1. adv. (arch.). 

Meanwhile. 2. n. Intervening time; 
the I~ (Ecol.), truce pending a General 
Council between German Protestants & 
the Papacy in 16th c. 3. adj. Intervening; 
provisional, temporary; ~ dividend (paid 
between two annual etc. balances & not 
in pursuance of a published balance- 

_ -sheet). [L (inter +adv. snf. -im)] 
inter'ior, a. & n. 1. Situated within; 
inland, remote from coast or frontier; 
internal, domestic, opp. to foreign; exist¬ 
ing in mind or soul, inward. 2. n. ~ part, 
inside; inland region ; inside of building or 
room (also attrib., as~ decorator, decora¬ 
tion), picture of this; inner nature, soul; 
(department dealing with) home affairs of 
a country, as Minister of the I~. Hence 
'—'LY2 adv. [L, compar. adj. f. inter2 1 

interja'cent, a. Lying between, inter¬ 
mediate. [f . L inter(jacere lie), see 
-ENT] 

interject', v.t. Throw in, interpose, (re¬ 
mark etc.) abruptly; remark parentheti¬ 
cally. [f. L inter(jic&re jest- = jacere 
throw) ] 

interjec'tion, n. Ejaculation, exclama¬ 
tion ; natural ejaculation viewed as part 
of speech (e.g. ah.', whew!). Hence or 
cogn. ~al (-shon-), interjec'tORY, a.a., 
~alLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF f. L inlerjec- 
tionem (prec., -ion)] 

interlace', v.t. & i. Bind together intri¬ 
cately, entangle; interweave (often fig.); 
mingle (two things, one with another); 
(intr.) cross each other intricately. Hence 
~ment (-sm-) n. [ME entre-, f. OF entre- 
lacier (entre-inter- -(-lacier LACE2)] 

interltfrd', v.t. Mix (writing, speech, with 
foreign words etc.), [f. F entrelarder 
(entre- inter- -(-larder lard2)] 

in'terleaf, n. (pi. -ves). Extra leaf (usu. 
blank) between leaves of book, [inter- ] 

interleave', v.t. Insert (usu. blank) leaves 
between leaves of (book), (also flg.). [f. as 
prec. ] 

interline', v.t. Insert words between lines 
of (document etc.); insert (words) thus. 
So interlineA'TiON n. [ME, f. med. L 
inter]linearc f. linea line3)] 

interlin'ear, a. Written, printed, between 
the lines. [ME, f. med. L WTiiiidincaris 
LINEAR)] 

interlock', v.i. & t. (Intr.) engage with 
each other hv overlapping etc.; (trans., 
usu. pass.) lock, clasp, ■within each other; 
(Railways) connect (levers for signals 
etc.) by bolts etc. to ensure uniformity of 
movement, [inter-] 

interloc'u|tor, n. One who takes part in 
dialogue or conversation; compere of 
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nigger minstrel troupe; my ~tor. the 
person in conversation with me. Hence 
or cogn. interlocu'tiON, ~trESS\ ~trix, 

nn., ~tOKY a., (also) pronounced during 
course of a legal action (an ~tory decree). 
[f. L inter(loqui locut- talk), see -or] 

interloper, n. Intruder, one who (esp. 
for profit) thrusts himself into others’ 
affairs; (hist.) unauthorized trader. So 
interlope' v.i. [inter- + l<yper f. lope dial, 
form of LEAP] 

interlude ( lood), n. Pause between acts 
of play; what fills this up; (Mus.) instru¬ 
mental piece played between verses of 
psalm or hymn etc.; intervening time 
or space of different character; event, 
amusing incident, etc., interposed; (hist.) 
dramatic or mimic representation be¬ 
tween acts of mystery-plays or moralities, 
[f. med. L inter(ludium f. Indus play)) 

interma'rriage (-rij), n. Marriage be¬ 
tween members of different families, 
castes, tribes, etc., or (loosely) between 
near relations, [inter-] 

interm&'rry, v.i. (Of tribes, nations, 
families, etc.) become connected by mar¬ 
riage (with other tribes etc.), [inter-] 

intermed'dle, v.i. Concern oneself (with, 
in, esp. what is not one’s business). [ME, 
f. AF entremedler (enlre- inter- +rnedler 
MEDDLE)] 

Intermed'iary, a. & n. 1. Acting between 
parties, mediatory; intermediate. 2. n. 
~ person, thing, esp. mediator, [f. inter¬ 

medium + -ary l, or f. F intermidiare] 
intermed'Iate1, a. & n. Coming between 
two things, as regards time, place, or 
order; (n.) ~ thing. Hence ~i.y2 (-tl-) 
adv. [f. med. L intermediatus (as inter¬ 

medium, see -ate2)] 

intermed'ijate2, v.i. Act between others, 
mediate, (between). Hence ~a'tion, ~a- 
tOR, nn. [f. prec., after mediate] 

intermed'ium, n. (pi. -ia, -iums). Inter¬ 
mediate thing, medium, esp. one serving 
to transmit energy through space. [LL, 
neut. of L adj. inter(medius middle)] 

intebm'ent, n. Burial. [ME; inter1 + 
-MENT ] 

interme'zzo (-dzo), n. (pi. -zi, -zos). Short 
light dramatic or other performance 
between acts of drama or opera., short 
movement connecting main divisions of 
large musical work. [It., pop. form of 
intermedio (as intermediate1)] 

intermigra'tion, n. Reciprocal migra¬ 
tion. [INTER- ] 

IntiSi'm'inablle, a. Endless; tediously 
long. Hence ~leNESS n.,~LY2 adv. [ME, 
f. LL in\terminabilis f. terminate termin¬ 

ate, see -ble)] 

intermingle (-ming'gl), v.t. & i. Mix 
together (two things, one with another); 
(intr.) mingle (with). [INTER-] 

intermi'ssion (-shn), n. Pause, cessation, 
esp. without ~; (musical selection during) 

interval in theatre etc. [f. F, or L inter- 
missio (as foil., see -ion)] 

intermit', v.t. & i. (-tt-). Suspend, dis¬ 
continue; stop for a time (esp. of fever, 
pain, etc., or of pulse). Hence or cogn. 
~t'ENCE n., ~t'ENT a., ~t'entLY2 adv. [f. 
L vsTE,n(mittcremiss- send)] 

intermix', v.t. & i. Mix together. So 
~tURE n. [first in p.p., see Mrx] 

intern'1, v.t. Oblige to reside within 
limits of country etc. Hence ~ee' n., 
~ment n. (~ment camp, for prisoners of 
war & aliens), [f. F internet f. L internus 
internal (in +suf. -termis)] 

*in't(5rn2, n. Advanced student or recent 
graduate residing in hospital & acting 
as assistant physician or surgeon, [after 
F interne] 

intdrn'al, a. & n. 1. Of, situated in, the 
inside of a thing; of the inner nature of a 
thing, intrinsic; ~ evidence, derived from 
what is contained in the thing itself (cf. 
external) ; ^-combustion engine (in which 
motive power is derived from explosion 
of mixture of gas, or vaporized oil or 
petrol, & air in the cylinder); of the 
domestic affaire of a country; (inland) 
revenue-, of the mind or soul, inward, 
subjective. 2. n. pi. Intrinsic qualities. 
Hence ~ity (-al1) n., ~ly2 adv. [f. late 
med. L intemalis (as intern1, see -al)] 

interna'tional (-shon-), a. & n. 1. Exist¬ 
ing, carried on, between different nations; 
of the I~ Working Men’s Associations 
(for promoting joint political action of 
working classes in all countries). 2. n. 
One who takes part in ~ (usu. athletic) 
contests; ~ contest; first, second, third, 
I~, three Associations as above (1st, 
Marxist, 1862-73; 2nd, French socialist, 
1889 —; 3rd, Russian communist, abbr. 
Comintern, 1919-43); member of any of 
these. Hence ~ity (-shon&l-) n., ~ly2 
adv. [INTER- ] 

intemationale’ (-shonahl), n. The ~, 
(orig. French) communist song sung at 
demonstrations; = International Associa¬ 
tion (see prec.). [F] 

intema'tional|ist (-shon-), n. One who 
advocates community of interests be¬ 
tween nations, esp. supporter of Associa¬ 
tion named in prec., so ~ism n.; one 
versed in international law. [-1ST] 

interna'tionalizie (-shon-), -is|e (-Iz), v.t. 
Make international, esp. bring (territory 
etc.) under combined protection etc. of 
different nations. Hence~A'TiON n. [-ize] 

inteme'eine, a. Mutually destructive; 
(orig.) deadly, as — war. [f. L internecinus 
f. iNTER(necare kill) destroy, see -ine 1 ] 

internun'eial (-shal), a. (Of nerves) com¬ 
municating between different parts of the 
system, [f. foil. + -al] 

internun'cio (-shio), n. Ambassador of 
Pope when or where no nuncio is em¬ 
ployed ; (hist.) minister representing (esp. 

For other words in inter- see inter 
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Austrian) government at Ottoman Porte. 
[f. It. internunzio f. L INTER(n,tmfius 

■ messenger)] 

interos'cul|ate, v.i. Intermingle with 
each other; form connecting link. Hence 
~A'TION n. [INTER-] 

interpage', v.t. Print, insert, on inter- 
_ mediate pages, [inter- ] 
interp'ell]ate, v.t. (In foreign, esp. 

French, Chamber) interrupt order of day 
by demanding explanation from (Minister 
concerned). So ~a'tion, ~at'0R, nn. [f. 
L inter(petlare var. of pellcre drive), see 

-ATE 3 ] 
interpen'etr|ate, v.t. & i. Penetrate 
thoroughly, pervade; penetrate recipro¬ 
cally; (intr., of two) penetrate each 

_ other. So ~a'tion n., ~atlVE a. [inter-] 
In'terplay, n. Reciprocal play; opera- 

tion of two things on each other, [inter- ] 
interplead', v.i. Litigate with each other 
in order to settle a point in which a third 
party is concerned, [inter- ] 

intdrp'ollate, v.t. Make insertions in 
(book etc.), esp. so as to give false im¬ 
pressions as to date etc.; introduce 
(words) thus; (Math.) insert (intermedi¬ 
ate term) in series. So ~a'tion, ~atOR, 
nn. [f. L lNTER(poiare cogn. w. polire 
polish 1) furbish up, -ate3] 

interposle' (-z), v.t. & i. Insert, make 
intervene, (between); put forth, introduce, 
(veto, objection, authority, etc.) by way 
of interference: intervene (between dis¬ 
putants etc.); say (quoted words) as an 
interruption; make an interruption. 
Hence ~'al (-z-) n. [f. F lNTER(poser, see 
COMPOSE)] 

intdrposi'tion (-z-), n. Interposing; thing 
interposed; interference. [ME, f. OF, f. L 
inter positionem f. lNTER(p»n«re posi(-plaoe)J 

int€rp'ret, v.t. & i. Expound the mean¬ 
ing of (abstruse words, writings, dreams, 
etc.); make out tho meaning of; bring 
out the meaning of, render, by artistic 
representation or performance; explain, 
understand, in specified manner, as this 
we ~ as a threat; act as interpreter. 
Hence or cogn. ~able, ~ative (-ativ), aa., 
~a'tion n. [ME, f. OF interpreter or L 
intcrprctari f. interprcs-pretis explainer] 

intekp'ret|er, n. One who interprets; one 
whose office it is to translate orally in 
their presence the words of persons 
speaking different languages. Hence 
~ersHiP, ^tess1, nn. [ME, f. OF inter- 
preieur f. LL interpretatorem (as prec., see 
-or)] 

interreg'num, n. (pi. -no, -nums). Period 
during which State has no normal ruler, 
esp. between end of king’s reign & ac¬ 
cession of successor; interval, pause. [L 
INTER(re(7n.MTO REIQN)] 

interrela'tion, n. Mutual relation. 
[INTER-] 

interrelationship (-shon-), n. Mutual 
relationship, [inter- ] 

inte'rrogat|e, v.t. Ask questions of (per- 

intervene 

son etc.), esp. closely or formally. So 
_~or n. [f. L inter(rogare ask), see -ate3] 
interrogation, n. Asking questions; 
question; point, mark, note, of (used to 
express) ~ (?), in Greek (;). [f. F, or L 
interrogatio (as prec., see -ation)] 

Interrog'ative, a. & n. 1. Of, having the 
form or force of, a question; of inquiry, 
as an ~ tone; (Gram., of words) used in 
asking question, as ~ pronouns (who?, 
which?, etc.). 2. n. ~ word, esp. pronoun. 
Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv. [f. LL interroga- 
timis (as prec., see -ive)] 

interrog'atory, a. & n. 1. Of inquiry, as 
an ~ tone. 2. n. Question, set of ques¬ 
tions, esp. (Law) one formally put to 
accused person etc. [f. LL interrogatorius 
(as prec., see -ory)] 

interrupt', v.t. Break in upon (action, 
process, speech, person speaking, etc., or 
abs.); obstruct (view etc.); break the 
continuity of. Hence or cogn. ~rup- 
tedLY2 adv., ~rup'tER1, ~rup'tioN, nn., 
~rup'tORY a. [ME, f. L inter(rumpere 
rupt- break)] 

intersect', v.t. & i. Divide (thing) by 
passing or lying across it; (of lines etc.) 
cross, cut, each other, [f. L inter- 
(secare sect- cut)] 

intersection, n. Intersecting; point, 
line, common to intersecting lines, planes; 
place where two roads intersect. Hence 
~al (-shon-) a. [f. L intersectio (as prec., 
see -ion)] 

intersperse', v.t. Scatter, place here & 
there (between, among); diversify (thing) 
with (others so scattered). So inter- 
sper'siON (-sh.il) n. (f. L iNTER(sperffere 
spers- = spargere scatter) ] 

•in'terstate, a. Existing, carried on, 
between States, [inter-] 

inttfrs'tice (or In'ter-), n. Intervening 
space; chink, crevice, [f. LL interstitium 
f. iNTER(sis(ere stit- stand)] 

intersti'tial (-shl), a. Of, forming, occu¬ 
pying, interstice(s). [as prec. +-al] 

intertwine', v.t. & i. Entwine (things, 
one with another); become entwined. 
Hence ~hent (-nm-j n. [inter-] 

in'terval, n. Intervening time or space; 
pause; break, gap, esp. in theatre etc.; 
at ~s, here & there, now & then; (Mus.) 
difference of pitch between two sounds, 
in melody or harmony; distance between 
persons or things in respect of qualities. 
Hence intervall'ic a. [ME, f. OF -vatic 
& L iNTER(mHa7?i rampart) space between 
ramparts, interval] 

interven|e', v.i. Come in as something 
extraneous; occur in the meantime; (of 
person or thing) come between, interfere, 
so as to prevent or modify result etc. 
(between persons, in affair); (Law) inter¬ 
pose in lawsuit to which one was not an 
original party (II esp. of Queen’s Proctor in 
divorce cases), whence ~'er2 n.; lie, be 
situated, between. So ~'Ient a., inter- 
ven'tiON n. [f. L inter (venire vent- come)] 
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interview (-vu), n., & v.t. 1. Meeting ot 
persons face to face, esp. for purpose of 
conference; oral examination of candi¬ 
date ; meeting between person employed 
by newspaper & someone from whom he 
seeks to get statements for publication. 
2. v.t. Have an~ with (person), esp. with 
a view to publication of his statements. 
Hence ~er1 (-vuer) n. [(vb f. n.) f. F 
entremie f. s’entrevoir (entre- inter- + voir 
f. L videre see)] 

intervolve', v.t. Wind, roll up, (things) 
within each other, [f. inter- 4- L volvere 
roll] 

interweave', v.t. Weave together, inter¬ 
lace, (things, one with another); blend 
(things) intimately, [inter-] 

interwind', v.t. & i. Wind together. 
[INTER-] 

intes'tate, a. & n. 1. (Of person) not 
having made a will, as he died ~. 2. n. ~ 
person. Hence intes'tACY n. [f. L 
in\testatus p.p. of testari make will f. 
testis witness)] 

intes'tinle1, n. (Usu. pi.) lower part of 
alimentary canal from pyloric end of 
stomach to anus; small, large, ~e, parts 
of this. So ~al (or -in-) a. [f. L neut. adj. 
as foil.] 

intes'tine2, a. (Of wars etc.) internal, 
domestic, civil; ~ motion (entirely within 
a body), [f. L intestinus internal (intus 
within) ] 

in'timate \ a. & n. 1. Close in acquaint¬ 
ance, familiar, as ~ friend(ship); ~ (close) 
connexion', ~ knowledge (resulting from 
familiarity); essential, intrinsic; (of 
diary) recording emotions etc. 2. n. ~ 
friend. Hence In'timACY n., (also, eu- 
phem.) illicit sexual relations, ~ly2 (-tl-) 
adv. [foil., -ATE2] 

In'timlate2, v.t. Make known, state, 
announce, (fact, wish, that)', imply, hint. 
So ~a'tion n. [f. LL intimare (intimus 
inmost), -ate3] 

intlm'id|ate, v.t. Inspire with fear, cow, 
esp. in order to influence conduct. Hence 
~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. med. L in x(timi- 
dare f. timidus timid), see -ate3] 

intim'ity, n. Inwardness; privacy, [f. F 
intimiU (as intimate1, -ity)] 

intinc'tion, n. Dipping of the Euchar¬ 
istic bread in the wine, to enable the com¬ 
municant to receive both kinds, [f. LL 
intinetio f. iN1(tingere tinct- tinge)] 

intit'ule, v.t. Entitle (Act of Parliament, 
usu. p.p.). [f. OB' intihUer f. LL in 1(titu- 

_ tare f. titulus title)] 
in'to (-tdt>), prep. 1. Expr. motion or 
direction to a point within a thing, lit. 
& fig., as come ~ the garden, throxv it ~ the 
fire, look ~ the box, the matter, inquire ~ it, 
gel ~ trouble, come ~ (acquire) property, 
watching far on ~ the night. 2. Expr. 
change, condition, result, as turn stones ~ 
gold, collect them ~ heaps, divide them ~ 

intrigue 

three classes, flogged ~ submission. [OE; 
IN +TO] 

in-toed (-od), a. Having the toes turned 
inwards, [in adv.+toe+-ed2] 

Intol'erablle, a. That cannot be endured. 
Hence ~1cness n., ~i,y2 adv. [MB], f. L 
ift2(tolerabilis tolerable)] 

intol'er|ant, a. Not tolerant (of, esp. reli¬ 
gious opinions differing from one’s own). 
Hence or cogn. ~ance n., ~antLY2 adv. 
[f. L in\tolerans tolerant)] 

in'tonate, v.t. = intone, [-ate3] 
intona'tion, n. Reciting in singing voice; 
(Church Mus.) opening phrase of plain- 
song melody; utterance, production, of 
musical tones; modulation of voice, ac¬ 
cent. [as foil., see-ation ] 

intone', v.t. Recite (psalm, prayer, etc., 
or abs.) in singing voice; utter with parti¬ 
cular tone. [f. OF entoner Sc med. L 
IN 1(tonare f. tonus TONE)] 

intox'icant, a. & n. Intoxicating (liquor), 
[as foil., see -ant] 

intox'iclate, v.t. Make drunk; excite, ex¬ 
hilarate, beyond self-control (~ated with, 
by). Hence~atiNG2a.,~A'TiONn. [f.med. 
L ia1(toxicare poison f. L f. Gk toxikon), 
see -ate3] 

intra- in comb. = L infra on the inside, 
within, as; ~mm' ial, within the skull; 
~mur’al, existing, done, within walls; 
~na'tional, (not international; ~ven'ous, 
in(to) a vein or veins. 

intrac't|able, a. Not docile, refractory; 
(of things) not easily dealt with. Hence 
~ar>iL'rrY, ~ableNESs, nn., ~abLY2 adv. 
[f. B’, or L IN"(tractabilis TRACTABLE)] 

Intrad'os, n. (archit.). Lower or interior 
curve of arch (cf. extrados). [F (intra- 
+ dos back)] 

intran'siglent (-z-), a. & n. 1. Uncom¬ 
promising in politics. 2. n. An irreconcil¬ 
able (in politics). So ~ence n. [f. F 
intransigeant f. Sp. los intransigents 
extreme republicans f. in-2 + L trans- 
(igere = agere act) come to an understand¬ 
ing, see -ent] 

intran'sitive (-ahns-), a. & n. (Verb) that 
does not take a direct object (cf. transi¬ 
tive). Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. LL in2(transi- 
tivus transitive)] 

in'trant, n. One who enters a college, 
association, etc. [f. L intrare enter, see 
-ant] 

intrep'id, a. Fearless, brave. Hence 
Intrepid'iTY n.,~ly2 adv. [f. L in\trepi- 
dus alarmed)] 

in'triclate, a. Perplexingly entangled; 
involved; obscure. Hence ~acy n., 
~ateLY2 adv. [f. L in 1(tricare f. tricae 
tricks), see -ate2] 

in'trig(u)ant (-gant; or iintregahn'), n. 
(fem., ~e, pr. dntregahnt'). Intriguer. 
[B' (-guant), part, as foil.] 

intrigue'1 (-eg), v.i. & t. Carry on under¬ 
hand plot; employ secret influence (with); 

For other words in inter- see inter-. 
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have a liaison (with); (as gallicism, v.t.) 
rouse the interest or curiosity of. [f. F 
intriguer f. It. intrigare (as intricate)] 

intrigue'2 (-eg), n. Underhand plotting 
or plot; secret amour, liaison. [F, f. It. 

J.ntrigo f. intrigare (as INTRICATE)] 
intrin's[ic, a. Belonging naturally. In¬ 
herent, essential, esp. ~ic value (cf. ex¬ 
trinsic). Hence —tcali.y adv. [f. F 
intrinstfiue f. LL intrinsecus (adj. f. L 
adv.), cf. extrinsic] 

intro- in comb. = L intro to the inside, as: 
~fle'xi(rn, inward bending; ~gre/ssion, go¬ 
ing or coming in; ~suscep'tion, (Physioi., 
Biol.) = intussusception. 

introduce', v.t. Bring in; place in, in¬ 
sert, bring into use (custom, idea, im¬ 
provement, etc., into place, system, etc.); 
usher in, bring forward, (matter etc.); 
(of conjunctions etc.) open (sentence); 
make known, esp. in formal manner (per¬ 
son to another); bring (young lady) out, 
into society; draw attention of (person 
to subject etc.); bring (bill etc.) before 
Parliament. So introduc'tORY a. [f. L 
iNTRO(dMcere duct- lead)] 

introduc'tion, n. Introducing; prelimi¬ 
nary matter prefixed to book (usu. longer 
&. less personal than a preface, which it 
freq. follows); (as title) introductory 
treatise; formal presentation of one 
person to another: letter of ~ (given by 
one person to another & introducing him 
to a third). [HE, f. OF, or L introductio 
(as prec., see -ion)] 

intro'it, n. (eccl.). Psalm, antiphon, sung 
while priest approaches altar to celebrate 
Mass or Holy Communion. [ME, f. OF or 
f. L intrnitus -us f. INTllO(ire it- go)] 

intromit', v.t. (arch.; -tt-). Let in, ad¬ 
mit, (into); insert. So intromi'ssiON 
(-shn) n., esp., in Sc. Law, intermeddling 
with the effects of another, ~t'ENT a. [f. 
L iNTROfmidere miss- send) ] 

intro|spect', v.t. Examine one’s own 
thoughts & feelings. Hence ~spec'tiON 
n., examination or observation of one’s 
own mental processes, ~spec'tioniST, 
~spec'tiveNESS, nn., —spec'tivE a., 
~spec'tiveLY2 adv. [f. L ixnio(spicerc 
spect- look)] 

introlvdrt', v.t. Turn (mind, thought) in¬ 
wards upon itself; (esp. Zool.) withdraw 
(organ etc.) within its own tube or base, 
as finger of glove, whence ~vers'ii3LE a. 
Hence ~vdr'siON (-shn) n., in'trov6Tt n., 
person given to '-version (opp. extro¬ 
vert), ~vdi-s'ivE, ~vdI-t'ivE, aa. [17th c., 
f. intro- +L vertere vers- turn] 

intrudin' (-rood), v.t. & i. Thrust, force, 
(thing into); force (thing upon person); 
come uninvited, thrust oneself in, (into 
place, company, etc., upon person, his 
privacy, etc.). Hence ~'er1 (-fio-) n. 
(also, raiding aircraft), [f. L IN'(trailere 
trus- thrust)] 

intru'sion (-rdozhn), n. Intruding; forc¬ 
ing in; forcing oneself in (into, upon); 

invaginate 

(Geol.) influx of rock in state of fusion 
between strata etc.; settlement of minis¬ 
ter of Church of Scotland without consent 
of congregation (hist.), whence ~ist(2) n. 
So intrus'ivE a., intrus'iveLY2 adv., in- 
trus'iveNESS n., (-robs-). [ME, f. OF or f. 
med. L intrusio (as prec., see -ion)] 

in'tublate, v.t. (med.). Insert tube into 
(larynx etc.) to keep it open. Hence 

a'tion n. [f. in-1 +L tuba tube + -ate3] 
in'tuit, v.t. & i. Know by intuition: re¬ 
ceive knowledge by direct perception, 
[f. L inl(tueri tuil- look)] 

lntui'tion, n. Immediate apprehension 
by the mind without reasoning; imme¬ 
diate apprehension by sense; immediate 
insight. Hence ~ al (-shon-) a. [f. F, or 

LL intuitio (as prec., see -ion)] 
intui'tional|ism (-shon-), n. Doctrine 
that the perception of truth is by intui- 
tio_n. So~iSTn. [-ism] 

intui'tionlism (-shon-), n. Doctrine that 
in perception external objects are known 
immediately by intuition; = prec. So 
~IST n. [ ISM ] 

intu'itive, a. Of, possessing, perceived by, 
intuition. Hence ~ly2 (-vl-) adv., —ness 
(-vn-)n. [f. med. I,intuitivus(tntuit, -ive)] 

intu'itiv|ism, n. Doctrine that ethical 
principles are matters of intuition. So 

ist n. [-ism] 
intumes'clent, a. Swelling up. So~ence 
n. [f. L in 1(tumescere incept, of tuniere 
swell), see -ent] 

in'tussuscep'tion, n. (Physiol.) taking in 
of foreign matter by living oiganism, & 
its conversion into organic tissue; taking 
in (of ideas etc.); withdrawal of one por¬ 
tion of intestine within another, [f. F, or 
L intus within + susceptio f. sus(eipere= 
capere take) take up, see -ion ] 

inunc'tion, n. Smearing, rubbing, with 
oil. [ME, f. OF en- or L IN Hunctio 
UNCTION) ] 

in'und|ate, v.t. Overflow, flood, (land etc. 
with water, also fig.). So ~a'tion n. [f. L 
in 1 (undare flow f. unda wave), see -ate3] 

inurbane', a. Not urbane, discourteous. 
Hence inuiban'lTY n. [f. L in\urbanus 
URBANE) ] 

inure', en-, v.t. & i. Accustom, habituate, 
(person etc. to thing, to do), whence 
~ment (-urm-) n.; (intr., chiefly Law; 
often en-) come into operation, take 
effect, [in-1-fobs, ure work (cf. manure) 
f. OF uevre f. L opera] 

inurn', v.t. Put (ashes of cremated body) 
in an urn. [in-1] 

inut'ile, a. Useless. So inutn'iTY n. [F, 
f. L vs2(utilis useful)] 

invad|e', v.t. Make hostile inroad into 
(country etc.); swarm into; (fig. of sounds, 
diseases, feelings, etc.) assail; encroach 
upon (rights etc.). Hence'— 'er1 n. [f. L 
lN1(vadere vas- go)] 

inva'gin|ate, v.t. Put in a sheath: intro¬ 
vert (tubular sheath). Hence ~a'tion n. 
[f. in-1 + L vagina sheath + -ate3] 
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in'valid1 (-ed), a. & n. (Person) enfeebled 
or disabled by illness or injury. Hence 
~hood, ~ism(3), nn., (-ed-). [f- L in\vali- 
dus valid), pronunc. after F invalide] 

invalid'2 (-6d; also in1), v.t. & i. Lay up, 
disable, (person) by iilness (usu. pass.); 
treat as an invalid; remove from active 
service, send home etc., as an invalid; 
(intr.) become an invalid, go on the sick- 
list. [f. prec. ] 

inval'id3, a. Not valid, esp. having no 
legal force. Hence ~ly3 adv. [as in¬ 

valid1] 

inval'id|ate, v.t. Make (esp. argument 
etc.) invalid3. Hence ~a'tion n. [prec.+ 
-ate 3] 

invalidity, n. Want of validity; bodily 
infirmity, [invalid ’•1 + -ity ] 

inval'uable, a. Above price, priceless. 
[IN-2] 

in'var, n. Alloy of nickel & steel with 
negligible coefficient of expansion, used 
in manufacture of clocks and scientific 
instruments, [abbr. of foil.; P] 

invar'ilable, a. Unchangeable; always 
the same; (Math.) constant, fixed. Hence 
~aBiL'iTY, ~ableNESS, nn., ~abLY2 adv. 
[f. F, or LL in2 (variabilis variable)] 

inva'sion (-zhn), n. Invading; encroach¬ 
ment. So invas'ivE a. [f. F, or LL 
invasio (as invade, see -ion)] 

invec'tive, n. Violent attack in words; 
abusive oratory. [MB, f. OF, & LL 
invectivus adj., -iva n. (as foil., see -ive)] 

inveigh' (-va), v.i. Speak violently, rail 
loudly, against, [f. L IN l(vehi pass, of 
vehere vect- carry) go into, assail] 

invei'gle (-ve-, -va-), v.t. Entice, seduce, 
(into place, conduct, etc., into doing). 
Hence ~ment (-vegelrn-, -va-) n. [c. 1500 

en-, in- f. F aveugler f. avcugie blind ] 
invert'it, invcnSr'unt (abbr. inv.), v. 

sing. & pi. 3rd pers. (S0-&-80) designed 
this work (used with artist’s signature). 
[L, perf. of invenio, see foil. ] 

invent', v.t. Devise, originate, (new 
method, instrument, etc.); fabricate 
(false story etc.). Hence or cogn. in- 
ven'tivE a., inven'tiveLY8 adv., invent 
tiveNESS, Inven'tOR (esp. in Law, patentee 
of invention), inven'trESS1, nn. [f. L 
in 1(venire vent- come) find, contrive] 

mvSn'tion, n. Inventing; thing invented, 
contrivance, (Law) any new manufacture 
the subject of letters patent; fictitious 
story; inventiveness; J~ of the Cross, 
(festival. May 3, commemorating) finding 
of the Cross by Holena mother of Con¬ 
stantine, a.d. 326. [ME, f. OF, f. L in- 
ventionem (as prec., see -ion)] 

in'ventory, n., & v.t. 1. Detailed list (of 
goods, furniture, etc.); stock of goods 
in this; "trader’s stock. 2. v.t. Enter 
goods etc.) in ~, make ~ of. [f. med. L 
inventorium f. LL -arium (whence obs. 
-ary); as invent, see -ory] 

invera'city, n. Untruthfulness, [in-3] 

Inverness' (i-), n. Town in Scotland; ~ 

Invigorate 

cloak, coat, or i~ as n., man’s sleeveless 
cloak with removable cape, 

inverse' (or Ini), a. & n. 1. Inverted in 
position, order, or relations; ~ ratio, pro¬ 
portion (between two quantities one of 
which increases in proportion as the other 
decreases). 2. n. Inverted state, thing 
that is the direct opposite {of another). 
Hence Inverse'LY3 (-si-) adv. [f. L as 
INVERT] 

Invffr'sion (-shn), n. Turning upside 
down; reversal of normal position, order, 
or relation, esp. (Gram.) of order of words; 
reversal of a ratio; (Mus.) process or 
result of inverting (see foil.). So invdrsl 
ive a. [f. L inversio (as foil., see -ion)] 

Invebt'1, v.t. Turn upside down (~ed 
commas, those above the line before & 
after quotations, the first single or double 
comma being ~ed, as what is a ‘ German 
peace’ or “German peace”?)’, reverse 
position, order, or relation, of; (Mus.) 
change relative position of notes of (chord, 
interval) by placing lowest note higher, 
[f. L in 1{vertere vers- turn)] 

in'vdrt2, n. Inverted arch, as at bottom 
of sewer; (Psych.) person whose sex 
instincts are inverted; ~ sugar, mixture 
of dextrose & laevulose. [f. prec.] 

invdrt'ebrate, a. & n. 1. Not having 
backbone or spinal column; (fig.) wanting 
in firmness. 2. n.~ animal or (fig.) person, 
[f. in-3 + L vertebra joint of spine-1--atf,2] 

invest', v.t. & i. 1. Clothe (person etc. in, 
with); cover as garment; clothe, endue, 
(person etc. with qualities, insignia of 
office, rank, etc.). 2. Lay siege to. 3. Em¬ 
ploy (money in stocks etc.); (intr.) ~ in, 
put money into (stocks), lay out money 
on, as ~ in a car. Hence Inves'tOR n. 
[f. F investir or L m1{vestire clothe); 
sense 3 f. It. investire] 

invfis'tigiate, v.t. Examine, inquire into. 
Hence or cogn. --“A'tion, ~atOR, nn., 
~atiVE, —atORY, aa. [f. L in 1{vestigare 
track), see -ate3] 

Inves'titure, n. Formal investing of per¬ 
son {with office); enduing {with attributes), 
[f. med. L investitura (as invest, see -ure) ] 

inv6st'ment, n. Investing of money; 
money invested; property in which 
money is invested; investiture; clothing; 
(Mil.) act of besieging, blockade, [-ment] 

inv6t'er]ate, a. Long-established; (of 
disease, habit, prejudice, etc.) deep- 
-rooted, obstinate. Hence ~acy n., 
~ateLY8 (-tl-) adv. [f. L in Hrelerare 
make old f. vetus -eris old), see -ate21 

invld'ious, a. (Of conduct etc.) giving 
offence, esp. by real or seeming injustice 
etc.; (of thing) likely to excite ill feeling 
against the possessor. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [f. L invidiosus {invidia envy, 

see -ons)] 
invi'gil|ate, v.i. || Watch over students 
at examination. Hence ~a'tion, ~atOR, 
nn. [f. L in 1{vigilare watch), -ate3] 

invig'or|ate, v.t. Make vigorous; ani- 
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mate. Hence ~atiVE a., ~atOR n. [f. 
_in-1+ L vigor vigour + -ate 3 ] 
invin'c|ible, a. Unconquerable (lit. & 

fig-.). Hence ~Ibil'ity n., ~ibLY2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF, f. L in2(vincibilis f. vincere 
conquer, -ills)] 

invi'ol|able, a. Not to be violated; (of 
laws, persons, places, etc.) to be kept 
sacred from infraction, profanation, etc. 
Hence ~aBii/iTY n., ~abLY2 adv. [f. I<', 
or L 'iy2(violalnlis, as foil., see -ble)] 

invi'olate, a. (Of laws, places, etc.) not 
violated: unbroken; unprofaned. Hence 
invi'olACY,~NESS, nn.,~LY2 adv. [ME, f. 
L in\violatus p.p. as violate)] 

invis'ibile (-z-)\ a. & n. That cannot be 
seen; not to be seen at particular time, as 
when I called she was ~le; too small to 
be seen; ~/e exports, shipping services, 
insurance, & similar items that account 
for the apparent excess of a country’s 
imports over exports; ~le ink (visible 
only after heating etc.); (n.) the ~le, the 
unseen world, God. Honce or cogn. 
invisiBiL'iTY, ~leNESS, nn., ~ly2 adv., 
(-z-). [ME, f. OF, f. L in\visibiUs visible)] 

invitle', v.t., & n. 1. Request courteously 
to come (to dinner, to one’s house, in, etc.); 
request courteously (to do what is pre¬ 
sumably agreeable); solicit courteously 
(suggestions, opinion, confidences); bring 
on, tend to bring on, (thing) unintention¬ 
ally; (of thing-) present inducements, at¬ 
tract, whence ~'IngLY2 adv., '—'ingNESS 
n. 2. n. (colloq. or vulg.). Invitation. So 
invitA'TiON n., ~'atORY a. [f. F inviter or 
L invitare] 

invocation, n. Invoking, calling upon 
God etc. in prayer; the~, (esp.) the words 
‘ In the name of the Father ’ etc. as used 
by preacher before sermon (cf. ascrip¬ 
tion); appeal to Muso for inspiration or 
assistance in poem. So invoc'atORY (or 
In'voka-) a. [ME, f. OF, f. L invocationem 
(as invoke, see -ation)] 

in'voice, n., & v.t. 1. List of goods shipped 
or sent, with prices & charges. 2. v.t. 
Make an ~ of (goods), [app. orig. invoyes 
pi. of invoy as envoy 1; -ce as in truce] 

invoke', v.t. Call on (God etc.) in prayer 
or as witness ; appeal to (person’s author¬ 
ity etc.); summon (spirit) by charms; ask 
earnestly for (vengeance, help, etc.), [f. F 
invoquer f. L IN l(vocare call) ] 

in'volucre (-looker), n. Covering, en¬ 
velope, (esp. Anat.); (Bot.) whorl of 
bracts surrounding inflorescence, [f. F, 
or L involucrum (as involve) ] 

invol'untarly, a. Done without exercise 
of the will, unintentional. Hence ~iLY2 
adv., ~iNES8 n. [f. LL in‘(voluntarius 
VOLUNTARY) ] 

in'volute (-lobt), a. & n. 1. Involved, 
intricate; curled spirally; (Bot.) rolled 
inwards at edges. 2. n. (geom.). Locus 
of point in a straight line that rolls with¬ 
out sliding on a curve in the plane of that 
curve (cf. evolute). [as involve] 

involu'tion (-loo-), n. Involving; en¬ 
tanglement; intricacy; curling inwards; 
part so curled; (Math.) raising of quantity 
to any power, [f. L involulio (as foil., see 

v-I°N)] 
involve', v.t. Wrap (thing in another); 
wind spirally; entangle (person, thing, 
in difficulties, mystery, etc.); implicate 
(person in charge, crime); include (in): 
imply, entail; (p.p.) complicated in 
thought or form (an~d sentence). [ME, f. 
L in'(volvere volut- roll)] 

involve'ment (-vm-), n. Involving; 
financial embarrassment; complicated 
affair, [-ment] 

invul'ner|able, a. That cannot be 
wounded or hurt (esp. fig.). Hence 
~aBiL'!TY n., ~abLY2 adv. [f. L iN2(wd- 
nerabilis vulnerable)] 

in'ward, a. & n. 1. Situated within; 
mental, spiritual; directed towards the 
inside. 2. n. pi. Entrails (freq. colloq. 
innards). [OE innunweard (innan in adv., 
see -ward)] 

in'wardly, adv. On the inside; (of speak¬ 
ing) not aloud: in mind or spirit. [-LY2] 

in'wardness, n. Inner nature, essence; 
quality of being inward; spirituality. 
[-NESS] 

In'ward(s) (-z), adv. (Of motion or posi¬ 
tion) towards the iuside; within mind or 
soul, [prec.] 

inweave', en-, v.t. Weave in (thing with 
another, lit. & fig.), [in-1] 

inwrought (Inrawt', before noun In-), a. 
(Of fabric) decorated (with pattern); (of 
pattern) wrought (in, on, fabric); (fig.) 
intimately blended (with), [in -f wrought 
p.p. of WORK] 

inya'la (-ah-), n. S. Afr. antelope, [native] 
i'od|ine (-en), n. Non-metallic element re¬ 
sembling chlorine & bromine in chemical 
properties, used in medicine & photo¬ 
graphy. Hence iod'ic a., ~ide n., com¬ 
pound of ~ine with another element or 
radical, ~ism(5) n., ~ize(5) v.t. [f. F iode 
f. Gk iodes violet-like (ion violet, see -oid), 

from colour of its vapour, +-ine6] 

io'dofolrn (or l'o-), n. Compound of 
iodine chemically analogous to chloro¬ 
form, a pale yellow solid with antiseptic 
properties, [f. prec. + -0-, after chloro¬ 

form ] 

i'olite, n. Silicate of aluminium, iron, & 
magnesium, of blue or violet colour, [f. 
Gk ion violet, see -lite ] 

I'on, n. One of the electrically charged 
particles into which the atoms or mole¬ 
cules of certain chemicals (esp. salts, 
acids, & bases) are dissociated by 
solution in water, and which make such 
a solution a conductor of electricity; a 
similarly charged molecule of gas occur¬ 
ring e.g. in air. Hence ~ize v.t., convert 
into ~, ~Iza'tion n. [Gk ion neut. part, 
of eimi go ] 

-ion, suf., mainly thr. F -ion (also direct) 
f. L -ionem (nom. -io) forming nouns of 
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condition or action, rarely f. adjj. & nn. 
(communio), cocas, f. vb stems (legio), but 

chiefly f. p.p. stems in i, s, x, producing 

the compd suff. -tion, -sign (-xion), -ition, 

-ATION. 

ISn'ian (I-), a. & n. 1. Of Ionia; (Mus.) 
~ mode: ancient Greek mode ; eleventh 
of eccl. modes, with C as final & G as 
dominant, corresp. to modern major 
key of C. 2. n. Member of part of the 
Hellenic race which occupied Attica, 
western Asia Minor, ~ Islands, etc. [f. L 
f. Gk lonios + -as ] 

lon'ic (i-), a. Of Ionia, as ~ dialect, that of 
which Attic was a development; ~ order 

(characterized by two lateral volutes of 
the capital); (Pros.) i~ a major'e. metrical 
foot-w dmindr'6, ^ w-. [f. L f. 
Gk Ionikos] 

ion'ium, n. Radio-active element ob¬ 
tained from uranium, [f. ion +-ium] 

ISn'osphere, n. = heaviside layer, [f. 

ION, -0-, SPHERE) 

-ior1, suf., later spelling of -iour, as in 
warrior. 

-ior2, suf. = L -ior of comparatives, as in 
senior, ulterior. See also -OR. 

iot'a, n. Greek letter (I, i, — I); atom, 
jot, (after Malt. v. 18). [Gk iota] 

iot'acism, n. Excessive use of iota; pro¬ 
nunciation of other Greek vowels like 
iota (e), cf. itacism. [f. LG f. Gk iotakis- 
mos] 

I O U (i 6 u'), n. Signed document bearing 
these letters followed by specified sum, 
constituting formal acknowledgement of 
debt. [ = I owe you ] 

-iour, suf. = -i- representing some forma¬ 

tive or stem element + -our -or, as saviour, 
ME & AF sauveor f. LL salvatorem. 

-ious, suf. repr. L -iosus, F -ieux, — -i- 
(part of another suf.) +-ous, w. sense 
‘ characterized by, full of ’. L has -iosus 
(1) in adjj. f. der vative nn. in -ia, -ies, 
-ius, ~ium, (invidiosus, pemiciosus, odi- 
osus, & by false anal, curiosus f. aura), (2) 
in adjj. f. nn. in -ion- (nom. -io), as ainbi- 
tiosus, captiosus, religiosus. E tends to 
use -ious for any noun in -ion (rebellious, 
cautious, contradictious). E also forms 
adjj. in -ious by adding -ous to stem of 
L adjj. in -ius (various); see also -itious 

& -ous. 
ipecacuan'ha (-na), n. Root of a S.- 

-Amer. shrub, used as emetic & purgative. 
[Port., f. native ipekaagiwne] 

ip' se di.r’lt, n. Dogmatic statement rest¬ 
ing on bare authority. [L, = he himself 
(the master) said it] 

ipslss'hna verb'a, n. pi. The precise 
words [L] 

ip'so file'to, adv. By that very fact. [L] 
ir-1"2 (I-r), preff. = in-1"2 before r. 
ira'de (-ah-), n. (hist.). Written decree of 
Sultan of Turkey. [Turk., f. Arab, iradah 
will J 

Irak', 'Iraq' (irahk')- n. Arab kingdom 
including Mesopotamia, formerly ad- 

iron 

ministered by British Empire as manda¬ 
tary. So Ira'ki, -qi, (-ahki) a. 

Iran'ian (ir-), a. & n. 1. Persian ; (of lan¬ 
guages) of the Asiatic family comprising 
Zend, Old Persian, & their modem 
descendants. 2. n. Member of ~ race. 
[Pers. iran Persia., -ian ) 

iras'c|ible (or ir-), a. Irritable, hot- 
-tempered. Hence —ibil'ity n. [f. F, or 
LL irascibilis (irasci grow angry, see 
-BLE)] 

irate', a. Angry, [f. L iratus p.p. as prec. ] 
ire, n. (poet.). Anger. Hence ~'ful a,., 
~'fulLY2 adv., (irf-). [ME, f. OF, f L ira] 

irfin'ic(al), aa. Aiming or aimed at peace. 
[f. Gk eirenikos (eirene peace) + -al] 

irenicon. See eirenicon. 
irida'ceous ( shus), a. Of the iris kind. 

[-ACEOUS] 
irides'c|ent, a. Showing colours like 
those of rainbow; changing colour with 
position. Hence ~ence n. [as iris + 
-ESCENT ] 

irid'ium, n. White metallic element of 
the platinum group, [as iris + -ium] 

iridos'mine (or Ir-), n. Native alloy or 
mixture of osmium & iridium, used in 
pointing gold pens. [irid(ium) + osm¬ 
ium)-)- -ine2] 

ir'is, n. 1. Flat circular coloured mem¬ 
brane behind cornea of eye, with cir¬ 
cular opening (pupil) in centre. 2. Kinds 
of plants, chiefly with tuberous roots, 
sword-shaped leaves, & showy flowers; 
Florentine ~. 3. Kind of rock-crystal 
reflecting prismatic colours. 4. ~ dia¬ 
phragm (Opt,), contractile diaphragm of 
thin overlapping plates for regulating the 
admission of light to a lens or lens system. 
[ME, f. L, f. Gk iris -idos (goddess of) 
rainbow, iris] 

Ir'ish (ir-), a. & n. 1. Of Ireland; ||~ 
bridge, open stone drain carrying water 
across road; ~ bull 1; ~ stew. 2. n. ~ 
language; (as pi.) the ~ (people); ~man, 
~woman, native of Ireland. Hence 
~ism(4) n., ~ize(3) v.t. [f. Ir- st. of OE 
_7rosn.pl. 4--ISH1] 
irit'is, n. Inflammation of the iris, [-itis] 
ffk, v.t. (arch.). Disgust, tire, bore, esp. 
it ~s (me, him, etc.). [ME irken, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

frk'some, a. Tedious, tiresome. Hence 
~ly2 (-ml-) adv., ~ness (-mn-) n. [-some] 

iron1 (i'em), n. & a. 1. Metal largely used 
for tools etc. (wrought ~, cast~, steel), 
often fig. as type of hardness, as a man of 
~, rod of ~; preparation of ~ as tonic; 
tool made of ~, as curling, grappling, -~; 
branding tool; golf-club with ~ head; 
~ tool for smoothing out linen etc.; (usu. 
pi.) fetters (esp. in ~s, handcuffed); (esp. 
in pi.) stirrup; (pi.) leg-supports to correct 
malformations etc.; the ~ entered into his 
soul (Ps. cv. 18, L mistranslation of Heb. 
‘ his person entered into the iron ’, i.e. 
fetters); (Prow.) strike while the ~ is hot 
(at a good opportunity), have (too) many 
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~s in the fire (many undertakings, also, 
many expedients). 2. adj. Of ~, very 
robust, firm, unyielding, merciless. 3. ~ 
age, age of cruelty, oppression, etc. (cf. 
BRAZEN1), (also, cf. BRONZE, stone, age) 
era of ~ implements: — -bark, species of 
eucalyptus with solid bark; —bound, 
bound with (of coast) rock-bound, 
(fig.) rigorous, hard & fast; —clad, clad in, 
protected with, ~, (n., hist.) ship cased 
with plates of ~ ; I— Cross, Prussian war 
decoration; ~ curtain (fig.), barrier to 
passage of information at (esp. Western) 
limit of Soviet sphere of influence; Z~ 
Duke, Duke of Wellington \~-grey a. &n., 
(of) the colour of freshly broken ~; ~ 
horse, locomotive steam-engine, also, 
bicycle or tricycle; ~ lung, ~ case fitted 
over patient’s body, used for administer¬ 
ing artificial respiration by means of 
mechanical pumps; ~master, manufac¬ 
turer of '-'-mould, spot caused by ~- 
-rust or ink-stain, (v.t. & i.) stain, be 
stained, with this; ~ rations, soldier’s 
modicum of food to be touched only 
in emergency; I—sides, man of great 
bravery, esp. (pi.) Cromwell’s troopers; 
—'-stone, name of various hard ~-ores; 
—'work, work in ~, things made of ~; 
~works (sing, or pi.), place where ~ is 
smelted or ~ goods are made. [(1) OE 
isern, isen = OS, OHG, ON isarn, Goth. 
eisarn f. Gmc *isamam; (2) OE iren, 
whence mod. E form, not paralleled in 
other langg. 1 

iron2(I'ern), v.t. Furnish, cover, with iron; 
shackle with irons; smooth (linen etc.) 
with flat-iron etc.; smooth out (difficulties 
etc.), [f. prec.) 

iron'ic I(al), aa. Of, using, said in, addicted 
to, irony. Hence ~alLY2 adv. [f. LL f. 
Gk eironikos (as irony l, see -IC) ] 

ir'onist, n. One who uses irony, [f. Gk 
eiron dissembler + -1ST ] 

II ir'onmongler (i'ernmungg-), n. Dealer 
in hardware etc. Hence ~ery(1, 2, 

_3) n. 
lr'ony1, n. Expression of one’s meaning 

by language of opposite or different 
tendency, esp. simulated adoption of 
another’s point of view for purpose of 
ridicule; ill-timed or perverse arrival of 
event or circumstance in itself desirable, 
due to the feigned good will & actual 
malice o/(Fate, circumstance, etc.); use of 
language that has an inner meaning for a 
privileged audience & an outer meaning 
for the persons addressed or concerned 
(occas. including speaker, cf. tragic ~); 
Socratic ~, simulation of ignorance as 
means of confuting adversary, [f. L f. 
Gk eirdneia simulated ignorance ] 

irony2 (irn'I), a. Of like, iron. [-Y2] 
irrad'ijant, a. Shining brightly. So 
~ance n. [as foil., see -ant] 

irrad'iat|e, v.t. Shine upon; (fig.) throw 
light on (subject); light up (face etc. with 
joy etc.); subject to sunlight or ultra- 

irrelevant 

-violet rays Hence~lVE a. [f. LIR'(radiare 
f. radius ray 1), see -ate 3 ] 

irradia'tion, n. Shining, illumination, 
(lit. & fig.); apparent extension of odges 
of illuminated object seen against dark 
ground. [F, or f. prec., see -ation] 

Irra'tional (-shon-), a. & n. 1. Unreason¬ 
able, illogical, absurd; not endowed with 
reason; (Math., of roots etc.) not rational, 
not commeusurable with the natural 
numbers (e.g. non-terminating decimal). 
2. n. ~ number, surd. Hence ~ity 

(-shonal-) n., ~ize(3) v.t., ~ly2 adv. [f. 
L IR\ratUmalis rational)] 

irrbclaim'abjle, a. Not to be reclaimed 
or reformed. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ir-2] 

irrec'ognizable.a. Unrecognizable, [ir-2] 

irrec'oncil|able, a. Sc n. 1. Implacably 
hostile; (of ideas etc.) incompatible. 2. n. 
Implacable opponent of political measure 
etc. Hence ~aBiL'lTY, ~ableNESS, nn., 
~abLY2 adv. [ir-2] 

irreco'verab|le (-kit-), a. That cannot be 
recovered or remedied. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[IR-2] 

irrecus'able (-z-), a. That must be ac¬ 
cepted. [f. LL in2(recusabilis f. rccusare 
refuse, see -ble)] 

irredeem'ablle, a. (Of government an¬ 
nuities) not terminable by repayment; 
(of paper currency) for which issuing 
authority does not undertake to pay 
coin; irreclaimable, hopeless, whence 
~ly2 adv. [ir-2] 

irreden'tlist, n. (It. politics) advocate of 
recovery to Italy of all Italian-speaking 
districts; Greek, Pole, etc., of similar 
views. So ~ism n. [f. It. irredentista f. 
(Italia) irredenta unredeemed (Italy)] 

irredu'c|Ible, a. That cannot be brought 
(to desired condition); that cannot be re¬ 
duced, as ~ible minimum; that cannot be 
simplified. Hence ~iBiL'iTY n. [ir-2] 

irref'ragab|le, a. (Of statement, argu¬ 
ment, person) indisputable, unanswerable. 
Hence ~LY"2 adv. [f. LL ir2 (refragabilis f. 
effragari, see -ble)] 

irrefran'gible, a. Inviolable; (Opt.) in¬ 
capable of being refracted. [ir-2] 

irref'ut|able (or -ut1), a. Not to be refuted. 
Hence ~aBiL'iTY n., ~abi,Y2 adv. [f. LL 
ir■(refulabilis refutable)] 

irreg'ular, a. & n. 1. Not regular, con¬ 
trary to rule; abnormal; not of sym¬ 
metrical form; (of surface) uneven; dis¬ 
orderly ; uneven in duration, order, etc.; 
(Gram., of part of speech) not normally 
inflected; (of troops) not in regular 
service. 2. n. pi. ~ troops. Hence or 
cogn. ~ity (-&'r-) n., ~ly3 adv. [ME, f. 
OF irreguler f. LL IR2(regularis regular)] 

irrel'ative, a.. Unconnected, unrelated, 
(to); having no relations, absolute. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [ir-2] 

irrSl'ev|ant, a. Not to the point; that 
does not apply (to matter in hand). 
Hence ~ance, ~ancy, nn., ~antLY2 adv. 
[IR-2] 
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irrfcli'glion (-jn), n. Hostility to, disregard 
of, religion. Hence or cogn. ~ioniST(2) 
(-jon-) n., ~ious (-jus) a., ~iousLY2 adv. 
[f. F, or L ir\religio religion)] 

irremed'iablle, a. That cannot be re¬ 
medied. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L IR2- 

(remediabilis remediable)] 

irremiss'lb|Ie, a. Unpardonable; un¬ 
alterably binding. Hence~LY2adv. ]ME, 
f. OF irremissible, f. LL mXremissibilis, as 
REMIT, see -BLE)] 

irremo'v|able (-moo-), a. That cannot be 
removed, esp. from office. Hence ~ami.- 
ity n., ~abLY2 adv. [ir-2] 

irrep'arablle, a. (Of injury, loss, etc.) 
that cannot be rectified or made good. 
Hence ~leNESS n., ~LY2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
irreparable f. L ir2(rcparabilis reparable) ] 

irreplace'able (-sa ), a. Of which the loss 
cannot be made good, [ir-2] 

irrepress'ib|le, a. & n. Not to be re¬ 
pressed or restrained; (n., colloq.) ~le 
person. Hence ~ly2 adv. [lr-2, repress, 

-IBLE ] 
irreproach'lable, a. Free from blame, 
faultless. Hence ~aBiL'iTY n., ~al)LT2 
adv. [f. F ir\r6prochable, as reproach v., 

see -able)] 

irresis'tlible (-zis-), a. Too strong, con¬ 
vincing, charming, etc., to be resisted. 
Hence ~ibilTty' n., ~ibLY2 adv. [f. LL 
ir^(resistibilis, as resist, see -ble)] 

irres'olute (-zoldbt), a. Undecided, hesi¬ 
tating; wanting in resolution. Hence or 
cogn. '—'LY2 adv., ~ness, irresolu'tiON 
(-zolob-), nn. [IR-2] 

irresol'vable (-zol-), a. That cannot be 
resolved into parts; (of problem) that 
cannot be solved. [IR-2] 

irrespective, a. ~ of, not taking into 
account, without reference to, (often 
quasi-adv., as the posts were filled ~ of 
nationality). Hence ~ly2 adv. [IR-2] 

irresponsible, a. Not responsible for 
conduct; acting, done, without due sense 
of responsibility. Hence ~Ibil'ity n., 
~ibLY2 adv. [ir-2] 

irrespon'sive, a. Not responsive (to). 
Hence ~nessii. [ir.-2] 

irretention, n. Failure to retain (esp. the 
urine), [ir-2] 

ir retentive, a. Not retentive. Hence 
~ness n. [IR-2] 

irretrievable, a. That cannot be re¬ 
trieved. Hence ~aBiL'nY n., ~abLY2 
adv. [IR-2] 

irrev'erlent, a. Wanting in reverence. 
Hence or cogn. ~enoe n., ~en'tiAL (-shl) 
a., ~enti.Y2 adv. [f. L ir\reverens 
REVERENT)] 

irrev^ts'lible, a.. Unalterable; not re¬ 
versible. Hence ~IbilTty n.,~ibLY2 adv. 
[IR-2] 

irrSv'ocjable, a. Unalterable; gone be¬ 
yond recall. Hence ~aiiiL'rrY n., ~abL\'2 
adv. [f. L ir‘(revocabilis revocable)] 

i'rriglate, v.t. (Of streams etc.) supply 
(land) with water; water (land) with 

channels etc.; (Med.) supply (wound etc.) 
with constant flow of liquid; (fig.) re¬ 
fresh as with moisture. Hence or cogn. 
~able, ~ativE, aa., ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. 
[f. L m1(rigare moisten), see -ate3] 

i'rritlable, a. Quick to anger, touchy, 
whence ~abLY2 adv.; (of organ etc.) very 
sensitive to contact etc.; (Physiol., of 
muscles & nerves) capable of being ex¬ 
cited to vital action by physical stimulus. 
So ~aBiL'iTY n. [f. L irritabilis (as 
irritate1, see -ble)] 

i'rritancy1, n. Irritation, annoyance, [as 
IRRITANT, see -ANCY ] 

i'rritancy2, n. (law). Making, being, null 
& void, [as irritate2, see -ancy ] 

i'rritant, a. & n. 1. Causing (usu. physical) 
irritation. 2. n. ~ substance or agency 
(also fig.), [as foil., see -ant] 

l'rritatle1, v.t. Excite to anger, annoy, 
vex, (~ed at, by, with, against), whence 
~ingi,Y2 adv.; excite, produce uneasy 
sensation in, (bodily organ etc.); (Physiol.) 
stimulate (organ) to vital action. Hence 
or cogn. irritA'TiON n., ~ive a. [f. L 
irritare, see -ate3] 

i'rritate2, v.t. (law). Make null & void, 
[f. L irritare f. lR2(rifus = ratus estab¬ 
lished) invalid, see -ate3] 

irruption, n. Invasion; violent entry, 
[f. L irruptio f. ir l(rumpere rupt- break), 
see -ion] 

Irv'ingite (<5iv-), n. Member of a reli¬ 
gious body called by its members the 
Catholic Apostolic Church. [E. Irving, 
minister of Ch. of Scotland, d. 1834] 

is. See be. 

Isabell'a, Is'abel, (Iz-), a. & n. Greyish 
yellow. Hence isabell'iNE (-z-) a. [Sp. 
Isabella, F Isabelle, = Elisabeth] 

Isagd'gic, a. & n. Introductory; (n. pi.) 
study of literary & external history of 
Bible, [f. L f. Gk eisagogikos f. eisagoge 
introduction (eis into + agoge leading f. 
ago), see -ic] 

is'atin, n. (chem.). Crystalline reddish 
substance got from indigo by oxidation, 
[f. L f. Gk isatis woad + -lN] 

ischiat'ic, -die, (-k-), a. Of the hip, 
sciatic, [f. LL ischiaticus, alt. f. L f. Gk 
iskhiadikos f. iskhias -ados pain in hip 
(iskhion), see -ic] 

-ise1. See -ize. 

-ise2, suf. of nn., = OF -ise, prop. f. L 
-ilia., but also (in learned formations) f. L 
-Icia, -Itia, -Icium, -Ilium, (OF justise, 
juise, senyise, f. L justitia, judicium, servi- 
tium). In wds f. L, later F changed -ise 
to -ice, which E adopted; but in native 
wds F & E retain -ise (franchise, mer¬ 
chandise ; E also has exercise, F -ice). See 
-ICE. 

-ish1, suf. of adjj., = OE, OS, OHG -isc, 
Goth, -isks, ON -iskr, cogn. w. Gk -iskos 
dim. suf. of nn. In old formations, prec. 
vowel was modified, as still in English, 
French, Welsh. 1. OE chiefly formed aa. 
f. national names (British, Danish), with 
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a few in sense ‘ belonging to, of the nature 
of’ (heathenish, outlandish)', later aa. 
have usu. not the neutral sense (boyish, 
girlish'), but that of ‘ having the bad 
qualities of ’ (foppish, monkish, swinish; 
f. names of things bookish, hellish; f. vbs 
& advv. snappish, stand-offish, uppish). 
2. Sense peculiar to E is ‘ somewhat ’ 
(stiffish). 3. Colloq. added to names of 
hours of the day or numbers of years 
to denote ‘ round about, somewhere 
near ’ (eightish, fortyish). 

-ish2, suf. of vbs repr. F -iss- seen in some 
parts of vbs in -ir (pf.rissanl, finissais), f. L 
inceptive suf. -isc-, used in It. & F to form 
vbs without incept, sense to correspond 
to L vbs in -ire, -ere. In a few wds F -iss- 
became in E -ise (chastise, advertise); on 
the other hand, other F endings have 
become -ish (admonish, lavish, relish). 

Ish'mael (I-), n. Outcast, one at war with 
society. Hence ~ite* n. [Gen. xvi. 12] 

is'inglass (izlngglahs), n. Whitish semi¬ 
transparent substance, a form of gelatin, 
got from some freshwater fish, esp. stur¬ 
geon, & used in making jellies, glue, etc. 
[corrupt, of obs. Du. huisenblas sturgeon’s 
bladder] 

Is'larn (Iz-; or -ahm'), n. Mohammedan¬ 
ism ; the Mohammedan world. Hence 
Islam'ic, —it'ic, aa., ~ism(3), --ite'U), 
nn., (Iz-). [Arab., = surrender, n. f. 
aslatna he surrendered f. salama he be¬ 
came safe, whence also salaam, Moslem, 
M ussulman ] 

isl'and (I1-), n., & v.t. 1. Piece of land 
surrounded by water; (flg.) anything 
detached or isolated, esp. woodland 
surrounded by prairie, street refuge ; 
(Naut.) ship’s superstructure, bridge, etc.; 
(Physiol.) detached portion of tissue or 
group of cells. 2. v.t. Make into an ~, 
isolate; dot as with ~s. Hence ~er1(4) n. 
[ME Hand f. OE igland (f. leg — ON, 
OFris. ey isle -f land) ; -s- by assoc, w. isle ] 

isle (il), n. Island (in prose usu. only with 
proper name, as Isle of Wight, British 
Isles, & usu. of small islands); Isles of the 
blest. [ME, f. OF He f. L insula; later 
ME & OF isle after L ] 

isl'et (I1-), n. Little island; isolated tract 
or spot. [f. F islette (as prec., see -et1)] 

ism (I'zm), n. Any distinctive doctrine or 
practice (~s <£• ologies). [foil, used as n.] 

-ism, suf. forming abstract nn.: (1) of 
action on vbs in -ize, as baptism; (2) of 
typical conduct or condition on class 
nouns, as heroism, barbarism; (3) of 
system or principle on name of subject 
or founder or connected catchword, os 
conservatism, Arianism, jingoism; (4) of 
peculiarity in language, as gallicism., 
archaism; (5) of morbid condition induced 
by excessive use of drug, as alcoholism.. 
[= F -isme f. L f. Ok -ismos or -isma f. 
"1—0 -IZE ] 

isn’t. See be. 
iso- in comb. = Ok isos equal, as : is’obSr 

Israel 

n., ~b&’ric a., (line on map) connecting 
places at which atmospheric pressure is 
the same (at given time or on the average); 
is'ocheim (-kirn) n., ~che.im'al, ~chim’enal, 
(-k-), aa. & nn., (line on map) connecting 
places of same moan winter temperature; 
~chromat'ic, of same colour; ~chronous 
(-Ok-), occupying equal time, vibrating 
uniformly, as pendulum; ~clin'al, ~- 
clin'ic, showing equal magnetic inclinat ion 
(~clinic lines, lines joining, on a map or 
chart, points at which the magnetic dip 
is the same); ~craey (-Ok-) n., ~crd('?c a., 
(polity) in which all have equal political 
power; ~dynam'ic, indicating equal 
magnetic force; ~ge'otherm, line con¬ 
necting points in interior of earth having 
same temperature; ~gdn'ic, indicating 
equal angles (of magnetic variation); ~- 
mZ'ric, composed of same elements in 
same proportions, & having same mole¬ 
cular weight, but with atoms differently 
grouped; ~m£t'ric(al), of equal measure; 
~morph'ism., ~morph'ous, (property of) 
crystallizing in same or closely related 
geometric forms; ~nomy (-On-), equality 
of political rights; ~perimU'rical, having 
equal perimeters; ~seis'mal (-siz-), con¬ 
necting points at which earthquake- 
-shock is of same intensity; ~theral (-Oth-) 
a. & n., (line) connecting places of same 
mean summer temperature; is'othefmn., 
~thSrm'al a. & n., (line) connecting places 
of same mean annual temperature. 

is'o!at|e, v.t. Place apart or alone; 
(Chem.) free (substance) from its combina¬ 
tions; (Electr.) = insulate; subject (per¬ 
son etc.) to quarantine. Hence ~or n. 
[orig. in p.p., f. F isoU f. It. isolato (as 
INSULATE)] 

isolation, n. Isolating or being isolated; 
~ hospital or ward (for patients with 
infectious diseases). Hence ~ism(3) n., 
policy of holding aloof from affairs of 
other countries, ~ist n., advocate of this 
policy (also attrib.). [prec., -ation] 

-ison, suf. of nn., f. OF -aison, -eison, 
-ison, f. L -ationem, -etionem, -itionem; 
later formations took -ation, -ition. 

is'opod, n. Kinds of Crustacea comprising 
wood-lice and allied marine and fresh¬ 
water species, [f. F isopode (iso-, Gk 
pans podos foot ] 

isos'celes (-selez), a. (Of triangle) having 
tw'o sides equal. [LL, f. Gk iso(skeles f. 
skelos leg) ] 

is'otope, n. One of two or more forms of 
an element differing from each other in 
weight of atoms. Hence Isotop'ic a., 
isfit'opv n. [f. iso- + Gk topos place] 

Is'rael (Iz-),n. The Jewish people, whence 
~ite‘(1) n., ~itiSH1 a.; (flg.) God’s elect; 
the Jewish State established in Palestine 
in 1948, also attrib. Hence ~i (IzralT) a. 
& n., (inhabitant) of this State. [LL 
(earlier istrahel, israhel), f. Gk Israel f. 
Heb. 2/Israel striver with God (Gen. xxxii. 
28)] 
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iss'ue1, n. 1. Outgoing, outflow; termina¬ 
tion (of matter etc.); discharge of blood 
etc., incision to procure this. 2. Way out, 
outlet; mouth of river. 3. Progeny, 
children, as without male ~. 4. Result, 
outcome; in the ~, as things turn out. 
6. Point in question, esp. (Law) between 
contending parties in action, as ~ of fact 
(when fact is denied), ~ of law (when 
application of the law is contested). 6. At 
~, (of persons) at variance, (of things) in 
dispute; join ~, proceed to argue (with 
person on point agreed upon as basis of 
dispute), (Law) submit an ~ jointly for 
decision, (of one party) accept the ~ 
tendered by the other. 7. Giving out, 
issuing, (of bills of exchange, notes, 
stamps, etc.); number of coins, notes, 
copies of newspaper, etc., issued at one 
time; (of book) part of edition with 
special features issued at certain period. 
Hence ~less (-til-) a. [ME, f. OF issue 
fern, of issu, p.p. of OF issir f. L exire 1 

iss'ue2, v.i. & t. Go or come out (often 
out, forth); emerge from a condition; be 
derived, spring, (from); result (from); 
end, result, (in); come out, be published; 
send forth; publish, put into circulation, 
(notes, newspaper), whence iss'uable a., 
iss'uANCE n.; (Mil.) supply (soldier) with 
article of equipment, [f. prec. ] 

-ist, suf. forming personal nn.; (1) of 
agent, corresp. to Gk vbs in -izo or possible 
E vbs in -ize, as antagonist, plagiarist; 
(2) of adherent of creed etc. in -ism, as 

atheist, ventriloquist, Darwinist, fatalist; 
(3) of one concerned with any subject 
(apart from -ism, -ize), as dentist, tobacco¬ 
nist, balloonist, esp. as player of musical 
instrument (violinist). [ = F -isle. It. & 
Sp. -isla, f. L -ista f. Gk -istes (-izo -ize + 
-tes agent-suf.); tobacconist, accompanist 
are formed irreg. ] 

-ister, suf. of nn., f. OF -istre, by-form of 

-isle -ist, perh. by false anal. f. ministre 
(L minister) etc.; in E prob. associated 

with -ER1. Exx.: chorister, palmister, 
sophister. 

isth'm|us (or is'mus), (pi. ~uses). Neck 
of land; (Anat., Bot.) narrow part con¬ 
necting two larger parts. Hence ~ian a. 
[L, f. Gk isthmos] 

is'tle (-tli), n. Fibre used for cord, nets, 
etc., got from species of agave etc. [f. 
Mex. ixtli] 

it1, pron. (poss. its; pi. they, obj. them, 
poss. their). 1. The thing in question; the 
person in question, as who is it (that 
knocks) ?, it (the person that knocks) is I, 
(arch, poet.) it (what occupies my mind) 
is the miller’s daughter, & she is grown so 
dear, (nursery sympathetic) has it lost its 
rattle then? (have you, your). 2. (As sub¬ 
jects of impers. vb) it rains, it is cold; it 
(the season) is winter, it (the day) is Ash 
Wednesday, it is Ash Wednesday today, it 
(the distance) is 6 miles to Oxford; it says 
in the Bible (the Bible says) that all men 

itch 

are liars; I would go if it were not (would 
go but) for the expense. 3. (As subject, anti¬ 
cipating deferred virtual subject in more 
or less conscious apposition) it is absurd 
talking (or to talk) like that, it is incredible 
that he should refuse, it is a dirty business, 
this meat-canning. 4. (Anticipating de¬ 
ferred subject introduced by that conj., 
separated from it by adv. predicate) it is 
seldom that he fails, it is in vain that you 
quibble, it is to him that you must apply. 
5. (As antecedent to relative of either 
number & any gender, separated by 
predicate) it was a purse that lie dropped, 
it was the Russians that began it. 6. (As 
indef. obj. w. trans. or intr. vb) face, it out, 
carry it with a high hand, deuce take it, run 
for it, lord it over him, cab it (go habitually 
or on the particular occasion in cab), give 
it him (hot), have done it (blundered). 7. 
The ne plus ultra (colloq.; for barefaced 
lying you really are it). 8. Sex appeal 
(colloq.). [OE hit (neut. nom. & acc.) f. 
(orig. demonstr.) stem hi- (see he), = (in 
form & sense) OFris., OLFrank. hit, (in 
form) Goth, hita (demonstr,); the neut. 
pronn. OS it, OI-IG iz, Goth ita are from 
the parallel stem i- (see he)] 

I! it2, n. (colloq.). Short for Italian ver¬ 
mouth (in yin &~). [abbr.] 

it'acism (e-), n. Pronunciation of Greek e 
like English e, cf. etacism ; substitution in 
MS. of Greek iota for other vowels, [f. Gk 
eta the letter e, spelt ita to indicate the 
pronunc. (eta)] 

Ital'Ian (Ital'yan), a. & n. 1. Of Italy; ~ 
cloth, satin-faced linen cloth for linings; 
~ handwriting, that now current in 
Britain, Italy, France, etc., opp. to 
Gothic; ~ iron (cylindrical, with rounded 
end, for crimping lace etc.); ||~ ware- 
house(man), for supply of ~ groceries, 
fruits, olive oil, etc. 2. n. Language, 
native, of Italy. Hence ~ate2 a., having 
~ style or appearance, ~ism (2, 4) n., 
~lZE(3)v.t. & i. [15th c., f. It. Italiano f. 
Rom. *Ilalianus f. L Italia Italy, see 
-an] 

ital'ic, a. & n. 1. (I~) of ancient Italy, 
esp. as apart from Rome; ~ type, sloping 
type introduced by Aldus Ma.nutius of 
Venice (c. 1500). 2. n. pi. Letters thus 
sloping, now used for emphasis or distinc¬ 
tion, e.g. to indicate foreign word (cf. 
roman), [f. L f. Gk Italikos (Italia Italy, 
see -ic)] 

ital'icize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. Print (words) in 
italics, usu. for emphasis or distinction. 
[UZE] 

Ital'iot (I-), -ote, n. & a. (Inhabitant) of 
ancient-Greek colonies in S. Italy, [f. Gk 
Italiotes (Italia Italy, see -ot2)] 

Itch \ n. Irritation in the skin: contagious 
disease accompanied by this & caused by 
the which burrows in the skin; 
restless desire, hankering, (for thing, to 
do). Hence ~'ness n.,~'y 2 a. [OE gicce, 
as foil. ] 
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itch2, v.i. Feel irritation in skin; scratch 
where it (where there is an ~ing); 
(of person or his fingers) crave uneasily 
(for thing, to do). [OE gicc(e)an, OS juk- 
kian, OHG jucchen f. WG *jukkjan] 

-ite1, suf. of adjj. & nn., = F -ite f. L -ita 
f. Gk -ites (also used in E, as pyrites), w. 
sense * (one) belonging to or connected 
with ’; (1) in names of persons, in mod. 
formation often derog. (Stagirile,Sybarite, 
Pamellite, Shelleyite, Israelite, Pre- 
raphaelite) ; (2) in names of fossil organ¬ 
isms (ammonite, belemnite); of mineral 
species, often superseding -ane, -in, -ine, 
etc. (anthracite, haematite, graphite, dar- 
winite); of constituent parts of body or 
organ (somite, cerite, segment of body, of 
horn); of some saccharine substances, 
glucoses, etc. (dulcite, pinite); of explosives 
(cordite, dynamite); of commercial pro¬ 
ducts (ebonite, vulcanite); of salts of acids 
denominated by aa. in -ous (nitrite, 
sulphite). 

-ite2, suf. formed in adjj. f. L p.p. in -itus 
(erudite, composite) & similar vbl nn. (ap¬ 
petite), Sc in vbs formed on L p.p. stem 
in -it- (expedite, unite); but vbs f. L p.p. 
st. -it- end in -it (deposit, merit). 

it'em, n. & adv. 1. Article, unit, included 
in enumeration (properly not the first); 
entry of this in account etc.; detail of 
news etc. in newspaper etc.; hence 
*~ize(3) v.t., state by ~s. 2. adv. Like¬ 
wise, also, (introducing mention of ~). 
[L, adv., = in like manner, al3o] 

it'erjate, v.t. Repeat (quoted words etc.); 
make (charge, assertion, objection, etc.) 
repeatedly. Hence or cogn. ~ance, 
~ancy, ~a'tion, nn., ~ativE a. [f. L 
iierare (iterum again), see -ate 3 ] 

-ite£. See-ite1. 
Ithur'iel’s spear (I-), n. Infallible test of 
genuineness. [Milt. Par. Lost, iv. 810] 

ithyphall'ic, a. & n. Of the phallus car¬ 
ried in Bacchic festivals; lewd; in the 
metre used for Bacchic hymns; (n.) poem 
in this metre, licentious poem. [f. LL f. 
Gk ithvphallikos (ilhus straight + phallos 
phallus, see -ic)] 

itin'er|ant, a. Travelling from place to 
place; (of justices) travelling on circuit; 
(of Methodist ministry) removing from 
circuit to circuit. Hence ~acy, ~ancy, 
nn. [as itinerate, see -ant] 

itin'erary, n. & a. Route; record of 
travel; guide-book; (adj.) of travelling, 
of roads, [f. LL itinerarius a., -um n. 
(also used in E), f. iter itineris journey, 
see -ary1] 

Itin'er|ate, v.i. Travel from place to 
place; (of Methodist minister) remove 
from circuit to circuit. Hence ~a'tion n. 
[f. L itinerari (as prec.), see -ate3] 

-ition, suf., thr. F -ition (or dir.) f. L 
-itionem (nom. -itio) = -ion appended to 
L 2nd or 3rd or 4th conj. p.p. stems in 
-it-, -it- (admonition, perdition, sortition). 

-itious1, suf. of adjj., f. L -ictus + -ous (4- 

izard 

by confus. of c Sc l in LL MSS.), formed 
usu. on L p.p. stems (factitious). 

-itious2, suf. in which -ious is appended to 
L stems in -it- chiefly nn. in -itio (amb-iti- 
ous, nutritious, cf. supposit-itious1). 

-ltis, suf. forming esp. names of inflam¬ 
matory diseases (appendicitis, bronchitis), 
f. Gk -itis, forming the fem. of adjj. in 
-ites, w. nosos disease understood. 

-itous, suf. of adjj., =-it(y) +-ous, corresp. 
to F -iteux, L -itosus for -itatosus (calami- 
tosus calamitous). 

its, poss. a. See it. [replaces ms c. 1600] 
itself', pron. Emphatic & reflexive form 
corresp. to IT; by ~, automatically, apart 
from its surroundings; in ~, apart from 
its surroundings, viewed in its essential 
qualities etc. [it +self, but often treated 
as its +self, cf. its oum self] 

-ity [ME & OF -ite (mod. F -ite) f. L 
-itatem], the usu. form in wh. the suf. 
(L -tas, -talem, expr. state or condition) 
appears in E, either f. learned F adoptives 
or dir. f. L. In L the -i- is usu. either the 
stem-vowel (suavitas suavity) or its 
weakened repr. (puritas (puro-) purity), 
rarely a mere connective, as in majoritas 
majority. The phonetic resultant in OF 
of L -itatem was -te (-ete): see -ty1. 

-ium, suf. forming names of metallic 
elements, but some (esp. later) metals 
have names in -um, the L termination for 
metals. 

-ive, suf. forming adjj. w. sense ‘ tending 
to, having the nature of ’, f. F -if (fem. 
-ive) f. L -ivus added to p.p. stem (actimis, 
passivus), pres, stem (cadivus), or noun 
(tempestivus). Most E wds are of mod. 
formation, chiefly in -sive, -live, & esp. 
-alive, which tends to become living suf. 
(talkative). Some are formed immed. on 
vb stems (esp. in -s, -c, -t). as amusive, 
coercive. As in L these adjj. are freely 
used as nn., e.g. adjective, captive. 

Iv'ory, n. Hard white substance com¬ 
posing main part of tusks of elephant, 
hippopotamus, walrus, narwhal, & 
(fossil ~) mammoth; vegetable ~, hard 
albumen of seed of S.-Amer. palm (~- 
-nwt); black~ (hist.), African Negro slaves; 
colour of ~; (si., pi.) dice, billiard-balls, 
piano-keys; (si., sing, or pi.) teeth; (pi.) 
articles made of ~; ~ black, black pig¬ 
ment from calcined ~; ~ tower. [ME, f. 
OF yvoire f. L eboreus a. (ebur -oris)] 

xv'y, n. Climbing evergreen shrub, with 
dark-green shining leaves, usu. five- 
-angled; ~ geranium, ~-leaved pelargo¬ 
nium. Hence Iv'iED2 (-id) a. [OE ifig, 
rei. to MLG if(lbf), OHG ebah, ebahewi 
(G epheu, efeu)] 

Ix'ia, n. Kinds of S.-Afr. iridaceous 
plants, with large showy flowers. [Gk] 

Ixi'on’s wheel (I-), n. (Gk Myth.). Wheel 
on wiiich Ixion was condemned to revolve 
eternally in Hades. 

iz'ard, n. Capriform antelope of Pyrenees, 
allied to chamois, [f. F isard, orig. unkn. ] 
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-ize, -ise, suf. of vbs, = F -iser f. LL 
-izare f. Gk -izo-, in Gk either intr., ‘ act 
like as hellenizo speak, act as a. Greek, 
or trans., as kcdharizo clean; Christian 
Gk vbs, as euaggelizo evangelize, were 
first Latinized, & -izare so established as 
L for Gk vbs (cf. G -iren for Rom. vbs); 
F extended -iser to form vbs from names 
etc., whence the mod. use. -ize is the 
better spelling for all wds, mod. or f. Gk, 
that contain the Gk suf. & is here uni¬ 
formly so written (advertise, surprise, etc., 
do not). Meanings: (1) trans., treat in 
such a way (catechize); (2) intr., follow, 
have, such a practice or feeling (apostat¬ 
ize, sympathize); (3) t. & i., bring, come 
into such a state (pulverize, anglicize, 
cicatrize)-, (4) t. & i., act like, treat on 
system of, (Calvinize, Bowdlerize); (5) 
trans., impregnate etc. with (oxidize). 
Nn. are formed in -izer, -ization, as well 
as -1ST, -ISM. 

izz'ard, n. (arch.). The letter z (from 
A to i~). [var. of zed] 

izz'at, n. (Anglo-Ind. and Eastern). 
Honour, reputation, self-respect (occas. 
self-importance). [Arab. ] 

J 
J, j, (ja), letter (pi. Js, J’s). 
ja'ai-goat (or yah-), n. Wild goat of 

Sinai, Upper Egypt, etc. [f. Heb. yd'el 
wild goat] 

jab, v.t. (bb ), & n. 1. Poke roughly; 
stab ; thrust (thing) abruptly (into). 2. n. 
Abrupt blow with pointed tiling or fist, 
[var., orig. Sc., of job3] 

jabb'er, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Speak volubly & 
with little sense; utter (words) rapidly & 
indistinctly; chatter, as monkeys etc. 
2. n. ~ing, gabble, gibberish, [irnit., see 
-eb5] 

jab'iru (-do), n. Tropical American bird 
of stork family, [native] 

jaboran'di, n. Dried leaflets of Brazilian 
plant with diuretic & sudorific properties, 
[f. native jabvrandi) 

jabot' (zhabo'), n. Ornamental frill on wo¬ 
man’s bodice; (hist.) frill on man’s shirt - 
-frout. [F, orig. unkn.] 

jac'ana (-ah), n. Small tropical wad¬ 
ing bird with disproportionately large 
straight claws (enabling it to walk on 
floating leaves), [native jasand] 

jacaran'da, n. Kinds of tropical Ameri¬ 
can hardwood tree with scented wood & 
trumpet-shaped blue flowers. [Braz.] 

ja'cinth, n. Reddish-orange gem, variety 
of zircon. [ME iacynt f. OF iacinte or 
med. L iacint(h)us f. L hyacinthus 
HYACINTH ] 

jack1, n. (./~) familiar form of name John, 
esp. as type of the common people, as 
J~ & Jill, lad & lass; every man ~, every 
individual; = ~ tar; || labourer, man who 
does odd jobs, etc.; cheap; steeple-~ ; 

jacket 

(Cards) knave; machine for turning spit 
in roasting meat; machine for lifting heavy 
weights; (also carriage—) machine for 
lifting axle off ground while cleaning 
wheel; boot1—; parts of various ma¬ 
chines etc.; pike, esp. young or small 
one; (Bowls) ball for players to aim at; 

Frost, frost personified; before you 
could say ,/~ Robinson, very quickly or 
suddenly; J—a-dandy, dandy; ~'ass, 
male ass, dolt, blockhead; laughing ~ass, 
giant kingfisher of Australia; ~'6oo(, 
large boot coming above knee; ~'daic, 
thievish small crow haunting church 
towers; in office, self-important 
official; —in-the-box, toy figure that 
springs out of box when opened, (also) 
kind of firework; J—in-the-green, man or 
boy enclosed in framework covered with 
leaves in May-day sports; ./~ Ketch, 
common hangman; —knife, large clasp- 
-knife for the pocket; J~ of all trades, one 
who can turn his hand to anything; 

■—o’ -lantern, will-o’-the-wisp (often fig.); 
<—plane (for coarse work); ~'pot (Poker), 
accumulating pool that can only be 
opened by player holding two ~s or 
better, (transf.) prize in lottery etc.; 
~ pudding, buffoon, clown; ~-rafter, 
short rafter in hip-roof; ~-snipe (small 
species); ~ tar, common sailor; ~-towel 
(endless, hung from roller). [ME Jakke, 
by-name for John (erron. assoc, w. F 
J agues)] 

jack2, v.t. Hoist with jack; ~ up, aban¬ 
don (attempt etc., or abs.). [first sense f. 
prec.; second prob. imit.; cf. chuck ] 

jack3, n. Ship's flag, smaller than ensign, 
esp. one flown from ~-staff at bow, indi¬ 
cating nationality, as British, French, ~; 
single flag flown on foremast as signal for 
pilot (Brit, pilot’s ~, union ~ with white 
border); union J~; —staff, (also) stick on 
■which flag is bent that is to show above 
mast-head. [prob. = jack1] 

jack4, n. (arch.). Foot-soldier’s sleeve¬ 
less tunic; (also black ~) vessel for liquor, 
U8U. of waxed leather coated w ith tar etc. 
[ME, f. OF jaque (whence G jacke), of 
unkn. orig.] 

jack5, n. E.-Ind. fruit, like bread-fruit 
but coarser, [f. Port, jaca f. Malayalam 
chakka] 

jack'al (-awl), n., & v.i. (-11-). Animal of 
dog kind, of size of fox, formerly supposed 
to hunt up lion’s prey for him; (fig.) 
person who does preparatory drudgery 
etc.; (vb) act as ~ (for), [f. Turk, chakal f. 
Pers. shagal, cogn. w. Skr. s’rgala] 

jack'anapes (-ps), n. jl (Arch.) monkey; 
pert fellow; coxcomb; pert child, [earli¬ 
est form Jack Napes (1450), supposed to 
refer to Duke of Suffolk, whose badge 
was an_ape’s clog & chain] 

jack'aroo, n. (Austral, si.). New chum, 
novice, [perh. portmanteau of Jack and 
kangaroo ] 

jack'et, n., & v.t. 1. Sleeved outer gar- 
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xnent for man or woman; Norfolk, Eton, 

II dinner, ~ ; dust his ~, beat him ; outer 
covering round boiler etc. for protection, 
keeping in heat, etc.; paper wrapper, 
freq. coloured & artistically designed, in 
which a bound book is issued; animal’s 
coat; potatoes boiled in their ~s (skins). 
2. v.t. Cover with [15 c., f. OF jaquet, 
dim, as jack 4 ] 

Jac'ob, n. ~’s ladder, plant with corymbs 
of blue or white flowers, & leaves suggest¬ 
ing ladder, (Naut.) rope ladder with 
wooden rungs, esp. one slung from a 
boom to the water; ~’s staff, surveyor’s 
iron-shod rod used instead ol tripod, 
(also) instrument for measuring distances 
& heights, [f. LL f. Gk Iakobos f. Heb. 
ya'aqob] 

Jacobe'an, a. Of the reign of James I; 
of St James the Less; (in furniture trade) 
of the colour of dark oak. [f. mod. L Jaco- 
baeus, as prec. + -ean ] 

Jac'obin1, n. Dominican friar [from con¬ 
vent near to church of S. Jacques]; 
member of extreme democratic club 
established in Paris in old ~ convent 
(1789), sympathizer with its principles, 
extreme radical, whence Jacobin'ic(AL) 
aa., ~ism(3) n., ~ize(3) v.t. [F, f. med. L 
Jacobinvs(JACOB, -INE1)] 

jac'obin2, n. Pigeon with reversed 
feathers on back of neck, suggesting 
cowl. [f. F jacobine, fern, as prec.] 

Jac'ob|ite, n. Adherent of James II after 
his abdication, or of his descendants. 
Hence ~it'lCAl a., ~ItlSM(3) n. [f. L 
Jacobvs James -f -itb 1 ] 

jacob'us, n. (pi. ~es). English gold coin 
struck in reign of James I, worth 20-24s. 
[as prec.] 

jac'onet, n. Cotton cloth of medium 
thickness, esp. dyed waterproofed kind 
for poulticing etc. [f. Hind. Jagannathi 
f. place-name; see juggernaut] 

Jacquard (j&k'drd) loom, n. Loom fitted 
with apparatus invented by J. M. Jac¬ 
quard of Lyons (d. 1834) to facilitate the 
■weaving of figured fabrics. 

jacquerie (zhakere'), n. Rising of 
peasantry, esp. that of 1357-8 in France. 
[F (Jacques James, peasant, see -ery)] 

jactita'tion, n. II (Law) ~ of marriage, 
offence of falsely claiming to be a person’s 
wife or husband; (Med.) restless tossing 
of body in illness; twitching of limb or 
muscle, [f. med. L jactitatio f. L jaetiia.re 
toss, boast, (jaeSrejact- throw), see -ation] 

jade1, n., & v.t. Inferior, wearied, or 
worn-out horse; (in reprobation, usu. 
playful) woman; (v.t., esp. in p.p.) wear 
out with hard work. [ME; orig. unkn.] 

jade2, A silicate of lime & magnesia, a 
hard green, blue, or white stone, a variant 
of hornblende; (also ~'ite, pr. -dit) sili¬ 
cate of sodium & aluminium like this in 
appearance, [f. F le jade for I’ejade f. Sp. 
(piedra de) ijada (stone of) the colic, f. L 
ilia pi. flank] 

j’adaube (zhahdoob'), phr. Expression 
used by a chess-player touching a piece 
he does not propose to move (= I adjust). 
[F] 

Jaeg'er (yag-), n. Kind of woollen 
clothing-material from which vegetable 
fibres are excluded as unwholesome, 
[person; P] 

II Jaff'a, n. (Used for) kind of dessert 
orange. [~ in Palestine, the bibl. Joppa] 

jag1, n. Sharp projection, e.g. point of 
rock. Ilence~g'Y2 (-g-) a. [c. 1400, prob. 
imit.] 

jag2, v.t. (-gg-). Cut, tear, in uneven 
manner; make indentations in, whence 
~g,ER1(2) n. Hence ~g'edLY2 adv., 
'-'g'fedNESS n., (-g-). [f. prec. ] 

jag3, n. (si.). Drinking bout. [10th c. 
(dial.), = load for one horse; orig. unkn.] 

jiiger = yager. 

jagg'ery (-g-), n. Coarse brown Indian 
sugar made from palm-sap; other crude 
sugar, [f. Indo-Port. jdgara sugar] 

jaghir|(e)' (jager'), n. (India). Assignment 
by the State of a district & its revenue 
to an individual or body, with power to 
administer; tract so assigned. Hence 
<~'dSt (-did-) n., holder of a ~e [Pers. 
ddr holder], [f. Pers. jd place +gir hold¬ 
ing] 

jag'uar (-war, -bar), n. Large carnivorous 
spotted mammal of cat kind, in some 
wooded parts of America, [f. native 
yaguara] 

Jah, n. Jehovah, [repr. Heh. Yah short¬ 
ened form of Yahweh jehovah] 

jail etc. See gaol etc. 
Jain (jin), n. & a. (Member) of a non- 
-Brahminical E.-Ind. sect, with doctrines 
like those of Buddhism. Hence ~'ism n. 
[f. Hind. f. Skr. jaina of a Buddha (jina 
f. root ji conquer)] 

jal'ap, n. Purgative drug got esp. from 
tuberous roots of a Mexican climbing 
plant. [F, f. Sp. jalapa f. Xalapa, Ja-, 
Mexican city, f. Aztec Xalapan (xalli 
sand +ail water +pan upon)] 

*jal5p(p)'y, n. Dilapidated motor-car. 
[orig. unkn.] 

jalousie (zhiU'bbze), n. Slatted shutter on 
outside of window, Venetian blind. [F, as 
JEALOUSY] 

jam1, v.t. & i. (-mm-), & n. 1. Squeeze 
(thing) between two surfaces; cause (part 
of machine) to be fixed so that it cannot 
work; squeeze (things) together in com¬ 
pact mass; thrust (thing) violently (into 
space); block, fill up, (passage etc.) by 
crowding into it; become tightly wedged; 
(Radio) make (message, instrument) 
unintelligible by operating elsewhere. 
2. n. Crash, squeeze, stoppage (of 
machine etc.) due to this; crowded mass; 
(colloq.) fix, awkward position; —stroke, 
= pendulum stroke, [imit.] 

jam2, n. Conserve of fruit, made by boil¬ 
ing it with sugar to a thick consistency; 
(si.) real ~, a real treat, [f. prec. ] 
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Jamaic'a, n. ~ (rum), rum made in ~. 
jamb (jam), n. Side post of doorway, 

window, etc., esp. (pi.) stone sides or 
cheeks of fireplace. [ME, f. OF jambe f. 
LL gamba. leg] 

jamboree', n. Celebration, merry-mak¬ 
ing; large rally of boy scouts. [U.-S. si.] 

II Jan(e)'ite (-ni-), n. Admirer of Jane 
Austen’s novels. [-ite'(I)] 

jangle (j&ng'gl), v.i. & t., & n. (Make) 
harsh noise; cause (bell etc.) to do this; 
speak, utter, in discordant or noisy way; 
(arch.) dispute, wrangle, (n. & vb). [ME, 
f. OF jangler, of unkn. orig. ] 

jan'itor, n. Doorkeeper, caretaker. [L, 
f. ja-nua door] 

jan'izary, -nissary, (ja-, ya-), n. (Hist.) 
one of body of Turkish infantry form¬ 
ing Sultan’s guard (abolished in 1826); 
Turkish soldier; (fig.) personal instru¬ 
ment of tyranny, [ult. f. Turk, ye'ni- 
isheri (ychi new + tsheri soldiery)] 

jann'ock, a. (dial., esp. Lancs. & Yorks.). 
Straightforward, honest, genuine, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

Jan'senllst, n. Member of party in Rom. 
Cath. Church esp. in France holding with 
Cornelius Jansen (d. 1638) the perverse¬ 
ness & inability for good of the natural 
human will. So ~ISM n., ~is'tic a. [-1ST] 

Jan'uary, n. (abbr. Jan.). First month of 
year. [ME & O NF Jenever, f. L Januarms 
(mensis month) of janus, see -ary 1 ] 

Jan'us, n. Ancient Italian god, whose 
temple was closed in time of peace, 
guardian of doors & gates, represented 
with faces on front & back of head. [L ] 

Jap, a. & n. (colloq.). Japanese, [abbr.] 
japan'1, n. 1. (J~) island group on east 

of Asia, whence JapanESE' (-ez) a. & n., 
JapanESQUE' (-csk) a,. 2. Hard varnish, 
esp. kind brought orig. from J~ ; work in 
Japanese style, [app. f. Malay Japung 
f. Chin. Jih-pun sunrise (jih (Jap. ni, see 
NIPPON) sun+pim origin)] 

japan'2, v.t. (-nn-). Lacquer with japan; 
make black & glossy as with japan, [f. 
prec. ] 

jape, v.i., & n. (literary). Jest. [f. 14th c., 
of unkn. orig.] 

Japhet'lc, a. Of, descended from, Japheth 
son of Noah; Indo-European. [-IC] 

japdn'ic, a. Japanese, [f. japon = japan 

. + :Icl. 
japon'ica, n. Kinds of Japanese plant, 

esp. ornamental variety of pear or quince, 
[mod. L fern. adj. as prec.] 

jar1, n. Sound, vibration, esp. harsh one; 
thrill of nerves or feelings, shock; want 
of harmony, disagreement; quarrel, [as 
foil.] 

jar2, v.i. & t. (-rr-). Sound discordantly, 
make grating impression (upon person, 
his ear, nerves, etc.): strike with grating 
sound (upon, against, object); (of body 
affected) vibrate, resound, discordantly; 
(of opinion, statement, action) be at 
variance, disagree, (with); dispute. 

Javan 

wrangle; cnuse (thing) to —■; send shock 
through (nerves). Hence ~r'lngLY2 adv. 
[prob. imit. ] 

jar3, n. Earthenware, stoneware, or glass 
vessel with or without handle(s), usu. 
cylindrical; LEYDEN ~. Hence ~'ful(2) n. 
[f. F jarre f. Arab, jarrah] 

jah4, n. (colloq.). On the, on a, on, ~, ajar. 
[later form of obs. char; see ajar1] 

jardiniere (zhJrdinyar'), n. Ornamental 
pot or stand for display of growing 
flowers in room, on window-sill, etc. [F] 

jahg'on1, n. Unintelligible words, gib¬ 
berish; barbarous or debased language; 
mode of speech full of unfamiliar terms, 
as critics’ ~, metaphysical ~ ; twittering of 
birds. Hence ~ize(2, 3) v.t. & i. [ME, f. 
OF, of unkn. orig.] 

jarg'on2, jirgoon', n. Translucent, 
colourless, or smoky variety of zircon 
found in Ceylon. [F, perh. ult. f. zircon] 

jahgonSlle', n. Kind of pear that ripens 
early. [F, dim. of prec.] 

jarl (y-), n. (hist.). Old Norse or Danish 
chief. [ON, orig. man of noble birth; = 
EARL] 

ja'rrah, n. (Durable timber of) W.- 
-Austral. mahogany gum-tree. [f. native 
jerrhyl] 

|| jSrv'ey, n. (pi. ~s). Hackney-coachman; 
driver of Irish car. [by-form of surname 
Jarvis] 

II jas'ey, n. (old si.). Wig, esp. of worsted, 
[said to be = Jersey] 

jas'min(e), jess'amin(e), n. Kinds of 
shrubs with white or yellow flowers, esp. 
common or white ~, climbing shrub with 
fragrant flowers; winter ~, with yellow 
flowers. [10th c., with F jasmin, jessemin 
f. Arab. f. Pers. yasmin] 

jas'per (-ah-), n. Opaque variety of 
quartz, usu. red, yellow, or brown. [ME, 
f. OF jaspre f. L f. Gk iaspis, of oriental 
orig., = any bright chalcedony except 
carnelian; cf. Heb. yashpch] 

Jat (jaht), n. Member of a people widely 
distributed in N.W. India & varying in 
religion & occupation, 

jaun'dice, n., & v.t. 1. Morbid state 
caused by obstruction of bile, & marked 
by yellowness of skin, fluids, & tissues, 
constipation, Sc loss of appetite; disordered 
vision (usu. fig.), as characteristic of this. 
2. v.t. Affect with ~; (fig. esp. in p.p.) 
affect (person, his judgement etc.) with 
envy or jealousy. [ME iaunes, iaund-, f. 
OF jaunice f. jaune yellow, -ice] 

jaunt, v.i., & n. (Take)excursion, journey, 
esp. for pleasure; ~ing-ca.r, light two- 
-wheeled vehicle popular in Ireland. [ICth 
c., orig. unkn.] 

jaun'tly, a. & n. 1. Having or affecting 
easy sprightliness, airy self-satisfaction. 
2. n. (naut. si.). || Head of ship’s police. 
Hence ~iLY2 adv., ~iNESS n. [17th c. 
jentee repr. F pron. of F gentil; cf. 
GENTEEL] 

Ja'van, Javanese' (-ez), (jah-), aa. & nn. 
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(Native) of Java; (-ese) language of 
central Java, [-an ; later -ese after 
Japanese] 

jav'elin (-vl-), n. Light spear, dart. [f. F 
javeline, prob. of Celt. orig. ] 

jaw, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Lower, upper, ~, two 
bones or sets of bones forming framework 
of mouth & masticating apparatus in 
vertebrates : ~-bone, each of the two bones 
forming lower ~ in most mammals, 
these two combined into one in others; 
(pi.) bones of mouth including teeth, 
mouth; (pi.) narrow mouth of valley, 
channel, etc.; (pi.) seizing members of 
machine, e.g. vice; (colloq.) loquacity, as 
hold your~, stop talking, (also) sermoniz¬ 
ing talk, lecture (esp. pi 2~); —breaker 
(colloq.), word hard to pronounce. 2. vb. 
(si.). Speak esp. at tedious length : lecture 
(person). [ME jow(e), later jaw(e), w. 
collateral chaw(e) (1530-1075); orig. un- 
expl.] 

jay, n. Noisy chattering European bird of 
brilliant plumage; genus to which this 
belongs; (fig.) impertinent chatterer, 
simpleton; *~-waUcer, pedestrian who 
crosses, or walks in, a street or road with¬ 
out due care or regard for traffic regula¬ 
tions. [ME, f. OF (mod. F geai), f. LL 
gains, gaia] 

jazz, n., a., & v.i. & t. 1. Music & dance 
of U.-S. Negro origin with characteristic 
harmony & ragtime rhythm; noisy or 
grotesque proceedings. 2. adj. Discor¬ 
dant, loud in colour etc., rude, burlesque; 
~ band (of such combinations as piano, 
trumpet, saxophone, banjo, & drums). 3. 
vb. Play, dance, indulge in, ~; transform 
into, arrange as, ~. [orig. unkn.] 

jea'lous (jel-), a. Solicitous for preserva¬ 
tion of (rights etc.); resentful towards 
another on account of known or sus¬ 
pected rivalry; envious (of person, his 
advantages, etc.); (Bibl., of God) in¬ 
tolerant of unfaithfulness; (of inquiry, 
supervision, etc.) suspiciously vigilant. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF gelos f. 
med. L zelosus (as zeal, see -ous)] 

jea'lousy (j6iu-), n. Quality, state, of 
being jealous. [ME, f. OF gelosie (as prec., 
see -Y1)] 

jean (jan or jen), n. Twilled cotton cloth; 
(pi.) garment of this, tight-fitting rather 
short slacks. [16th c., attrib. use of ME 
Gene, Jane, &c., = OF Janne(s), mod. F 
Gkn.es, Genoa] 

*jeep, n. Small utility motor vehicle, [f. 
g P, pr. je pe, initials of general purposes] 

jeer1, n. (naut.). (Usu. pi.) tackle for 
hoisting & lowering lower yards, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

jeer2, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Scoff derisively (at); 
deride. 2. n. Gibe, taunt, [orig. unkn.] 

jehad. See jihad. 
Jehov'ah (-a), n. Principal name of God 

in O.T. [repr. Heb. Yahwe(h)] 
Jehov'ist, n. Author(s) of those parts of 
the Hexateuch in which God is called 

Jehovah (cf. elohist). Hence Jehovis'tio 
a. [-1st] 

Je'hu, n. (joc.). Furious driver; driver. 
[2 Kings ix. 20] 

jejune' (-don), a. Meagre, scanty; (of 
land) barren; unsatisfying to the mind. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L jejunus 
fasting] 

Jek'yll and Hyde, n. Single person in 
whom two personalities alternate. [Dr J. 
<£- Mr H., by Stevenson] 

•jell, n. & v.i. (colloq.). Jelly, [f. foil.] 
jell' y, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Soft stiff semi¬ 
transparent food, consisting chiefly of 
gelatin, got from skin, bones, etc., by 
boiling & cooling; similar preparation of 
juice of fruit etc.; ~-bag (for straining 
~); ~-fish, pop. name of medusa or sea- 
-nettle; || ~graph, copying apparatus em¬ 
ploying sheet of ~■ in tray. 2. vb. (Cause 
to) set as ~, congeal. [ME, f. OF gele.e 
frost, jelly, f. Rom. gelala (L gelare freeze, 
see -Y4)] 

jem'addr, n. Junior native officer of 
Indian army; Indian police-officer; head 
servant; (Anglo-Ina. colloq.) sweeper 
(domestic scavenger). [Urdu, f. Pers. 
(Arab.) jama' collection (of men)+Pers. 
d'ir holder] 

II jemim'as (-z). n. pi. (colloq.). Elastic- 
-sided boots; goloshed cloth over-boots, 
[f. female personal name] 

jemm'y, n. Crowbar used by burglars, 
usu. made in sections; || sheep’s head as a 
dish. [fam. form of James] 

je ne sais quoi (zhenesakwah'), n. An 
indescribable something. [F, = I know 
not what] 

jenn'et, n. Small Spanish horse, [f. F 
genet f. Sp. jinete light horseman] 

jenn'eting, n. Kind of early apple, [f. F 
name Jeannet + -ing3] 

jenn'y, n. Locomotive crane; = spinning- 
-~; a stroke at billiards; she-ass; ~ wren, 
(pop. & nursery name for) wren. [fam. 
form of Janet] 

jeo'pardize (jgp-), -ise (-iz), v.t. En¬ 
danger. [foil., -IZE] 

jeo'pardy (jCp-), n. Danger. [ME iuparli 
f. OF iu (ieu) parti divided (i.e. even) 
game, f. L jocus game + partitus p.p. of 
partiri divide f. pars -rtis part] 

jequi'rity, n. Indian twining shrub with 
parti-coloured seeds used for ornament 
& in medicine, [f. F jdqwirity f. Tupi- 
-Guarani jekiritl ] 

jerbS'a (or jdl-b-), n. Small rodent of 
African deserts, with long hind legs & 
great jumping powers, [f. Arab, yarbu' 
flesh of lions, jerboa] 

jeremi'nd, n. Lamentation, doleful com¬ 
plaint. [f. F j&rimiade f. J&r&mie f. LL 
Jeremias Jeremiah, See -ad] 

Jeremi'ah, n. Doleful prophet or de¬ 
nouncer of the times. [Lamentations of 

O.-T. bk] 
Je'richo (-ko), n. Town in Palestine; go 
to ~ (to the devil). 
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jerid' (-ed), -eed, n. Javelin used by Per¬ 
sian, Turkish, & Arabian horsemen; game 
in which this is used. [f. Arab, jarid] 

jerk1, n. Sharp sudden pull, twist, etc.; 
involuntary spasmodic contraction of 
muscle; (pi.) spasmodic movements of 
limbs or face, esp. in religious excitement; 
physical ~s. Hence ~'ily2 adv., ~'Iness 

n.,~'Y2a. [16th c., imit.] 
jerk-, v.t. & i. Pull, thrust, twist, etc., 
with a jerk; throw with suddenly ar¬ 
rested motion; (iutr.) move with a jerk, 
[as prec. ] 

j£rk3, v.t. Cure (esp. beef) by cutting in 
long slices & drying in sun. [f. Amer. Sp. 
clwrquear (charque f. Peruv. ccharqui 
dried flesh)] 

jerk'in, n. (hist.). Man’s close-fitting 
jacket, often of leather, [c. 1500, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

Jerobo'am, n. Wine-bottle of 8-12 times 
ordinary size. [‘A mighty man of valour’ 
‘ who made Israel to sin ’—1 Kings xi. 28, 
xiv. 16] 

je'rry, n. ~-builder, -building, builder, 
building, of unsubstantial houses with 
bad materials; ~-built, so built; II (also ~- 
-shop) low beer-shop ; ||(sl.) chamber-pot; 
(army si., J~) German soldier, the Ger¬ 
mans ; j&'rrlcan, ~can, kind of (orig. Ger¬ 
man) petrol-can. [variously derived] 

jerrymander. Erron. var. of gerry¬ 

mander. 

jfirs'ey (-zi), n. (pi. ~s). I. (J~). One of 
the Channel Islands (often attrib.); J~ 
cow. 2. Close-fitting woollen knitted 
tunic, esp. as worn in athletic exercises; 
similar garment worn as undervest; 
woman’s close-fitting knitted jacket. 

Jerus'alem (-rob-), n. City in Israel; 
~ (pony), donkey; ~ artichoke. 

jess, n., & v.t. 1. Short strap of leather, 
silk, etc., round legs of hawk used in 
falconry. 2. v.t. Put ~es on (hawk). [ME 
ges f. OF ges nom. of get (mod. F jcl) f. L 
jactus -us throw f. jac&re jact- J 

jessamine. See jasmine. 

Jess'e, n. ~ window (with Christ’s de¬ 
scent from ~ represented). [7s. xi. 1, 
Mail. i. C, 16] 

jest1, n. Piece of raillery or banter; taunt, 
jeer; joke; fun, esp. in ~, not seriously; 
object of derision, as a standing ~- 
-book, book of ~s. [orig. = exploit, f. OF 
geste f. L gesta, neut. pi. p.p. of gerere do] 

jest3, v.i. Joke; jeer; speak, act, in 
trifling manner, whence ~'mgLY2 adv. 
[f. prec.] 

jes'ter, n. One who jests, esp. professed 
maker of amusement maintained in 
court or noble household, [-er 1 ] 

Jes'uit (-z-), n. Member of Society of 
Jesus, R.-C. order founded by Ignatius 
Loyola (1533); (derog., hist.) dissembling 
person, equivocator; ~s’ (Peruvian) bark. 
Hence Jgsuit'iCAt a., Jesuit'icaltY2 
adv.,~lSM(2),~RY(4), nn.,~iZE(3) v.t. & i., 

( z-). [f. mod. L Jesuita (Jesus, see -ite ')] 

jet1, n. & a. Hard black lignite taking 
brilliant polish; (of) colour of this, deep 
glossy black, (also ~-blax;k). [ME gete, 
ieet, f. OF jaiet f. L f. Gk gagales] 

jet2, n. Stream of water, steam, gas, etc., 
shot forward or upwards esp. from small 
opening; spout, nozzle, for emitting 
water etc. thus; (colloq.) —propelled 
plane; ~-propelled, (esp. of aircraft) 
deriving propulsive power from the back¬ 
ward thrust of high-velocity ~s of gas 
discharged through nozzles in the rear 
of the wings, fuselage, etc.; so jet attrib., 
as ~ engine, plane, [f. foil. & f. F jet as 
foil. ] 

jet3, v.t. & i. (-tt-). Spurt forth in jets. [f. 
F jeter throw f. LL jectare = L jactare 
frequent, of jacire jact- throw ] 

jet'sam, n. Goods thrown overboard 
from ship to lighten it, & (in mod. use) 
washed ashore (cf. flotsam), [contr. of 
foil.] 

jett'ison, n., & v.t. 1. Throwing of goods 
overboard, esp. to lighten ship in distress. 
2. Throw (goods) overboard thus. [f. AF 
getlesnn (OF getaison) f. L jaetationem 
(jactare throw, see jet3 & -ation)] 

jett'on, n. Counter with stamped or en¬ 
graved device. [F jeton (jeter, see jet3)] 

jett'y1, n. Mole running out to defend 
harbour or coast; landing-pier. [f. OF 
jetee (mole) thrown out, fem. p.p. as jet3] 

jett'y2, a. Jet-black, [jet1, -y2] 
jeu (see Ap.), n. (pi. ~x, pr. zhdt). ~ de 

mots (demo), play on words, pun; ~ d’es¬ 
prit (despre'), witty or humorous (usu. 
literary) trifle. [F] 

jeune fille (zhern fe'ye), n. Young girl, 
miss. [F] 

jeune premier (zhern premya'), n. (thea- 
tr.). Juvenile lead. [F] 

jeunesse doree (see Ap.), n. The gilded 
youth, young swells. [F] 

Jew (job), n. One of the Hebrew or Jewish 
people, or one who professes Judaism; 
(transf., derog., vulg.) usurer, trader who 
drives hard bargains; baiting, persecu¬ 
tion of ~s; ~’.5-eo,r, edible cup-shaped 
fungus; ~’s-harp, small lyre-shaped 
musical instrument, played by holding 
frame between teeth & striking metal 
tongue. Hence ~'ess1 n.^'iSH1 a., (job-). 
[ME, f. OF giu f. L f. Gk Ioudaios f. 
Aramaic y'hudai—lieb. y’hudi f. y'hudah 
Judah] 

jew'el (job-), n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. Ornament 
containing precious stone(s), worn for 
personal adornment; precious stone; 
highly prized person or thing; the ~- 
-house, room in Tower of London in which 
crown ~s are kept; hence or cogn. ~1er ‘, 
~1f,ry(1),-~RY, im.,~lY2 a. 2. v.t. Adorn, 
furnish, with ~s; fit (watch) with ~s for 
the pivot-holes. [ME, f. AF juel = OF 
joel, jouel, joiel, of disputed orig.] 

jew'ing (job-), n. Wattles at base of beak 
in some domestio pigeons. [Jew (from re¬ 
semblance to hooked nose) +-ing1] 
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Jewry (joor'I), n. The Jews; (hist.) Jews’ 
quarter in town etc. [ME, f. AF juerie 
(JEW, -ERY)] 

jezail' (-zil), n. Long Afghan musket. 
[Pers. jazd’il] 

Jez'ebel, n. Impudent or abandoned 
woman; woman who paints her face. 
[~, wife of Ahab] 

jib1, n. Triangular stay-sail from outer 
end of ~-boom to fore-topmast head in 
large ships, from bowsprit to masthead 
in smaller ones; cut of his ~, his personal 
appearance; ~-bocm, spar run out from 
end of bowsprit; projecting arm of crane. 
[17th c., goes w. foil.] 

jib2, v.t. & i. (naut.; -bb-). Pull (sail, yard) 
round from one side of ship to the other; 
(intr., of sail etc.) swing round thus. 
[17th c., shortened f. jibe, gybe] 

jib3, Y.i. (-bb-). (Of horse etc.) stop & re¬ 
fuse to go on, move backwards or side¬ 
ways instead of going on, whence ^b'ER1 
n.; (fig.) refuse to proceed in some action; 
~ at, show repugnance to (course, person). 
[19th c., of unkn. orig. ] 

jibb'a(h) (-bo), ju- (or jdb-), dj-, n. Mo¬ 
hammedan’s long cloth coat. [var. of 
Arab, jubbah} 

jib door (dor), n. Door flush with wall in 
which it stands, usu. painted etc. so as to 
be indistinguishable, [orig. unlcn.] 

jibe. See cibe. 
jiff'(y), n. (colloq.). Very short time, as in 

a ~, (wait) half a ~. [18th c., of unkn. 
orig. ] 

jig1, n. Lively dance; music for this, 
usu. in three-four or six-eight time; 
appliance that holds a piece of work & 
guides the tools operating upon it. 
[16th c., orig. unkn.; perh. ult. imit.] 

jig2, v.i. & t. (-gg-). Dance a jig; move 
(t. & i.) up & down rapidly & jerkily; 
separate coarser & finer portions of (ore) 
by shaking it under water in box with 
perforated bottom ; work upon with a ~, 
equip with ~s; ~'saw, machine fretsaw 
(~saw puzzle, picture pasted on board & 
cut in irregular pieces with ~saw). [goes 
w. prec.] 

jigg'er1 (-g-), n. (Naut.) small tackle con¬ 
sisting of a double & single block with 
rope; small sail, small smack with this; 
(Billiards) rest for cue (si.); (Golf) iron 
club with narrow face; one who jigs ore; 
—mast, aftermost mast in four-master, 
[partly f. prec. 4- -er1] 

jigg'er2 (-g-), n. = chigoe, [corrupt.] 
jigg'ered (-gerd), a. (colloq.). (As mild 

oath) confounded (I’m ~). [euphem.] 
II jigg'ery-pok'ery (-g-), n. (colloq.). 

Underhand scheming; hocus-pocus, hum¬ 
bug. [cf. Sc. joukery-pawkery ] 

jig'gle, v.t. Rock or jerk lightly, [f. JIG2 
+ -LE(3)] 

jihad', j6-, (-ahd), n. Beligious war of 
Mohammedans against unbelievers; (fig.) 
crusade for or against a doctrine etc. 
[Arab, jihad) 

Jill. Var. of gill1, as in jack & ~. 
jilt, n., & v.t. 1. One esp. a woman who 
capriciously casts off lover after encour¬ 
agement. 2. v.t. Flay the ~ towards, be 
faithless to. [‘a new canting word ’ in 
1674, of unkn. orig. ] 

•Jim Crow (-6), n. Negro (~ car, to 
which Negroes in some southern States 
of U.S. are restricted on railroads): 
implement for straightening iron bars or 
rails by screw pressure, [nickname] 

jimljams', n. pi. (si.). Delirium tremens; 
fit of the creeps, [whimsical reduplica¬ 
tion] 

II jimp, a. (Sc.). Slender, graceful; scanty. 
[c. 1500, of unkn. orig.] 

jingl|e (jing'gl), n., & v.i. & t. 1. Mingled 
noise like that of small bells, links of 
chain, etc.; repetition of same or similar 
sounds in words, esp. if designed to catch 
the attention; ~ing verse; Irish & 
Australian covered two-wheeled car. 
2. vb. Make, cause (keys etc.) to make, 
a ~e; (of writing) be full of alliterations, 
rhymes, etc. [ME; imit.J 

jing'o (-ngg-), int., n. (pi. ~es), & a. 1. (In 
asseverations) by (the living) ~ /: sup¬ 
porter of bellicose policy, blustering 
patriot (orig. supporter of Disraeli’s 
policy in 1878, f. use of by ~ in popular 
song). 2. adj. Vulgarly dashing. Hence 
~ism(2), —ist(2), nn., ~is'tic a. [17th c.; 
orig. conjurer’s gibberish ] 

jink, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Move elusivelv, 
dodge, elude by dodging; (si.) manoeuvre 
aircraft, be manoeuvred, jerkily to avoid 
anti-aircraft fire etc. 2. n. Act of ~ing; 
high boisterous sport, merrymaking, 
[orig. Sc.; prob. imit. of nimble motion] 

jinnee', n. (pi. jinn, often used as sing.; 
fern. ~yeh pr. -ya). (In Mohammedan de¬ 
monology) spirit, lower than angels, able 
to appear in human & animal forms, & 
having supernatural power over men (also 
genie), [f. Arab, jinni; cf. genie] 

jinrick'sha, -rik'isha, n. Light two- 
-wheeled hooded vehicle drawn by man or 
men, first used in Japan c. 1870. [Jap. 
(-kisha), f. jin man + riki power + sha 
vehicle ] 

•jinx, n. (si.). Person or thing that brings 
bad luck. [orig. unkn. ] 

jirg'a, n. Assembly of Afghan headmen. 
[Pushtu] 

•jit 'ney, n. (si.). Five cents; motor-bus 
carrying passengers at low rates, [orig. 
unkn.] 

jitt'er, v.i., & n. (si., orig. U.S.). 1. Be 
nervous, act nervously; n., person 
addicted to dancing to ‘ hot ’ music, 
nervous person. 2. n. pi. Extreme 
nervousness, ‘ nerves ’, (have the ~s, be in 
a blue funk). Ilence ~Ya a. (si.), nervy, 
jumpy, [imit.; cf. dial, chitter] 

jiu-jitsu. Sec ju-jutsu. 

jive, n., & v.i. 1. Kind of jazz music. 
2. v.i. Play dance to ~. [orig. 
unkn. ] 
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job1, n. Piece of work, esp. one done for 
hire or profit; (colloq.) employment, post; 
transaction in which duty is sacrificed to 
private advantage; anything one has 
to do (ore the ~, si., in action, alert); do 
person’s —, ruin him; bad ~, thing on 
which labour is wasted, failure; good, bad, 
~ (state of affairs); ~ lot, lot of goods 
bought as speculation; II master, one 
who lets out horses & carriages by the 
~; —work, done & paid for by the 
[16th c., of unkn. orig.] 

job2, v.i. & t. (-bb-). Do jobs; II hire (horse, 
carriage) for definite time or job, let out 
on hire thus; buy & sell (stock, goods) as 
broker; deal in stocks; turn position of 
trust to private advantage; deal cor¬ 
ruptly with (matter), whence ~b'ERY(4)n. 
Hence ~b'ER1 n. [f. prec. ] 

job3, v.t. & i. (-bb-), & n. 1. Trod, stab 
slightly; hurt (horse) with bit; (intr.) 
thrust at (thing). 2. n. Prod, thrust, jerk 
at bit. [15th c., app. imit.; cf. jab] 

Job4, n. Patriarch whose story forms 
Book of Job in O.T. (would try the patience 
of ~, is vexatious); ~’s comforter, one 
who under guise of comforter aggravates 
distress; ~’s tears, seeds of a grass used 
as beads. 

joba'tion, n. (colloq.). Reprimand, esp. 
lengthy one. [17th c., f. obs. jobe reprove 
f. prec. +-ATION)] 

II jobb'ernowl (-61), n. (colloq.). Stupid 
head; stupid person, [f. obs. jobard fool 
(f. F, f. jobe silly) 4- noll] 

II Jock, n. (army si.). Scottish esp. High¬ 
land soldier. [= Jack] 

jock'ey1, n. (pi. ~s). Professional rider in 
horse-races (also colloq. jock)', J~ Club, 
club established at Newmarket, the body 
controlling horse-racing; Iliad, under¬ 
strapper. Hence ~dom, ~ship(3), nn. 
[f. Sc. Jock Jack + -Y3] 

jock'ey2, v.t. & i. Outwit, cheat; get 
(person etc.) away, out, in, etc., by trick¬ 
ery ; cheat (person into, out of, doing); 
(intr.) cheat; ~ for position, try to gain 
an advantageous position esp. by skilful 
manoeuvring in yacht-racing, try to gain 
an unfair advantage, [f. prec.] 

jock'o, n. (pi. ~s). Chimpanzee. [F, made 
by Butlon f. Gaboonengeco(prop, ncheko)] 

jocose', a. Playful; waggish. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness, jocos'n’Y, nn. [f. L 
jocosus (jocus jest, see -OSE1)] 

joc'ular, a. Mirthful; humorous. Hence 
or cogn. ~ity (-a'r-) n., ~ly2 adv. [f. L 
jocularis (jocvlus dim. of jocus jest, -Alt1)] 

jOc'und, a. Merry, sprightly; pleasant. 
Hence or cogn. jocun'diTY n., ~ly2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF, f. LL jocundus f. L jucundus, 
influenced by assoc, w. jocus jest] 

Jodhpurs' (jodpoorz], n. pi. Long 
breeches for riding etc., tight from knee 
to ankle. [Jodhpur in India] 

|| Joe, n. Not for ~ (i.e. me)!, si. refusal. 
J5e Mill'er, n. Stale joke, chestnut, [f. 
Joseph Miller, comedian, d. 1738] 

jo'ey1, n. (pi. ~s). Young kangaroo; 
young animal, [f. native Austral, joe] 

|| jo'ey2, n. (si.). A threepenny (orig. in 
1836 a, fourpenny) bit. [f. Joseph Hume] 

jog, v.t. & i. (-gg-), & n. 1. Shake with 
push or jerk; nudge (person), esp. to 
arouse attention; stimulate (person’s, 
one’s own, memory); move up & down 
-noth unsteady motion; proceed labori¬ 
ously, trudge, (often on, along)', go on 
one’s way, depart, as we must be ~ging; 
proceed, get through the time, as we must 
~ on somehow, matters — along-, ~'trot, 
slow regular trot, (fig.) monotonous pro¬ 
gression (often attrib.). 2. n. Shake, push, 
nudge, slow walk or trot. [16th c., app. 
imit. ] 

jog'gle1, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Shake, move, 
(as) by repeated jerks. 2. n. Slight shake, 
[f. prec. + -lk(3)] 

jog'gle2, n., & v.t. 1. Joint of two pieces 
of stone or timber, contrived to prevent 
their sliding on one another; notch in one 
of two pieces, projection in the other, or 
small piece let in between both, for this 
purpose. 2. v.t. Join by means of a ~. 
[(vb f.n.) perh. f. jog — jag1] 

JShann'ine, a. Of the apostle John. [f. L 
as John, see -ine 1 ] 

JShann'Isbdrger (-g-), n. Fine white wine 
from Johannisberg in the Rheingau. [G] 

John (jon), n. Masculine Christian name; 
~ barleycwm ; ~ Bull, English nation, 
typical Englishman; ~ Chinaman, typical 
Chinese; ~ company ; ~ Doe, fictitious 
character in law (cf. richard Roe); ~ 
dory1; ~-o’-Croat's (-House), north of 
Scotland (from~-’o-Qroat’s to Land's End, 
through Gt Britain), [f. LL Jo(h)annes f. 
Gk Ioannes f. Heb. Yokhanan] 

John'ian (jon-), a. & n. (Member) of St 
John’s College, Cambridge, [-ian] 

johnn'y (j6n-), n. || Fellow, esp. fashion¬ 
able idler; ||J~ Armstrong (naut. si.), 
hand-power; ./~ Raw, novice; ~-cake, 
cake of (U.S.) maize-meal or (Austral.) 
wheat-meal. [f. John, -y3] 

Johnson'ian (j6n-), a. Of, like, Samuel 
Johnson, man of letters & lexicographer 
(d. 1784), esp., abounding in Latin-derived 
polysyllables. So JohnsonESE' (jSnsonez') 
n. [-ian] 

joie tie vivre (zhwah de ve'vr), n. Feeling 
of healthy enjoyment of life. [F, = joy of 
living ] 

join, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Put together, fasten, 
unite, (things, one to another); connect 
(two points) by straight line; unite (per¬ 
sons, one with or to another) in marriage, 
friendship, alliance, etc.; (intr.) come to¬ 
gether, be united, (with, to, or abs.); take 
part with others (in doing); come into 
the company of (person); become mem¬ 
ber of (club etc.); take, resume, one’s 
place in (regiment, ship, company, etc.); 
come into connexion with, as the Cherwell 
~s the Thames belov) Oxford; ~ battle, 
begin fighting; ~ hands, clasp one’s hands 
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together, clasp each other’s hands, (fig.) 
combine in action or enterprise; ~ issue 1; 
~ up (intr.), enlist in the army etc. 2. n. 
Point, line, of junction. [ME, f. OF 
joindre (st. joign-) f. L jungere junct- join] 

join'der, n. (rare exc. law). Joining, 
union, (f. F joindre join taken as noun, 
cf. -er4] 

join'ler, n. In vbl senses, esp. one who 
makes furniture, house fittings, & other 
woodwork lighter than carpenter’s, 
whence ~ery(1, 2) n. [ME, f. AF joignour 
(JOIN, -EK1, -OR)] 

joint1, n. Place at which two things are 
joined together; structure in animal body 
by which two bones are fitted together; 
out of ~, (of bone) dislocated, (fig.) out of 
order; put (person’s) nose out of ~ ; part 
of stem from which leaf or branch grows; 
point at which, contrivance by which, 
two parte of artificial structure are 
joined, rigidly or so as to allow of move¬ 
ment; (Geol.) fissure in mass of rock; 
one of the parts of which a body is made 
up ; || one of the parts into which butcher 
divides carcass, esp. as served at table; 
(si., esp. U.S.) a place of meeting or 
resort; ~-stool (orig. joined), one made of 
parts fitted by a joiner, night-stool, com¬ 
mode. Hence ~'less a. [ME, f. OF, p.p. 
as join ] 

joint2, a. Held or done by, belonging to, 
two or more persons etc. in conjunction, 
as ~ action, opinion, estate', (of persons) 
sharing (with others in possession, action, 
state, etc.), as ~ owners', during their ~ 
lives, while they are all alive; ~ stock, 
capital held ~ly, common fund, (attrib.) 
holding, formed on basis of, a ~ stock, as 
~-stock bank, company. Hence ~'ly2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF, as prec.] 

joint3, v.t. Connect by joints; fill up 
joints of (masonry etc.) with mortar etc., 
point; prepare (board etc.) for being 
joined to another by planing its edge; 
divide (body, member) at a joint or into 
joints, [f. joint1] 

join'ter, n. In vbl senses, esp.: plane for 
jointing; mason’s tool for pointing; 
workman employed in jointing esp. 
electric wire. [-ER1] 

join'tress, n. Widow who holds a join¬ 
ture. [f. obs. jointer joint possessor + 
-ess 1] 

join'ture, n., & v.t. 1. Estate settled on 
a wife, to be enjoyed by her after her 
husband’s death. 2. v.t. Provide (wife) 
with [ME, f. OF, f. L junctura (as 
join, see -ure)] 

joist, n. One of parallel timbers stretched 
on edge from wall to wall for ceiling laths 
or floor boards to be nailed to. Hence 
jois'tED2 a. [ME giste f. OF gisle (gesir 
lie f. L jacere)] 

joke1, n. Thing said or done to excite 
laughter; witticism, jest; ridiculous 
circumstance; practiced ~, trick played 
on person in order to have laugh at his 

expense; it is no ~ (a serious matter). 
Hence jok'Y2 a. [f. 17th c., prob. f. L 
jocus jest] 

joke2, v.i. & t. Make jokes; poke fun at, 
banter. Hence jok'ingLY2 adv. [f. prec. 
or f. L jocari as prec. ] 

jok'er, n. One who jokes; (si.) fellow, 
chap; (Cards) odd (often blank) card in 
some games, counting as (highest) trump; 
*a clause unobtrusively inserted in a bill 
or document & affecting its operation in a 
way not immediately apparent, [-er1] 

jokul, jiihull (yo'kdbl, ydr ), n. Snow- 
-mountain in Iceland. [Icel. jokull; see 
ICICLEl 

joll'i|fy, v.i. & t. Make merry, esp. tipple; 
make jolly. Hence~fica'tion n. [-fy] 

joll'ity, n. Merrymaking, festivity. [ME, 
f. OF jolivete (as jolly, see -ty)] 

joir y, a., adv., n., & v.t. 1. Joyful; 
slightly drunk; festive, jovial; the ~ god, 
Bacchus; (colloq., of person or thing) 
very pleasant, delightful, (often iron., as 
he m,ust be a ~ fool to do it), whence 
joir ily2 adv. 2. adv. (colloq.). Very, as 
he will be ~ savage, you will ~ well have 
to. 3. n. (si.). || Royal Marine. 4. v.t. 
(colloq.). Flatter, cajole (usu. ~ along); 
chaff, banter. [ME & OF joli(f) gay, 
pretty; ult. orig. unkn. ] 

joll'y-boat, n. (Also jolly) clinker-built 
ship’s boat, smaller than cutter. [18th c., 
of unkn. orig.; cf. 16-17th c. jolywat, 
gellywatte; cf. yawl2] 

j51t, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Shake (person etc.) 
with jerk from seat etc., esp. in locomo¬ 
tion; (of vehicle) move along with jerks, 
as on rough road. 2. n. Such jerk. Hence 
jol'tY2 a. [c. 1600, of unkn. orig.] 

jol'terhead (-bed), n. Clumsy head; 
stupid person, [extension of obs. jolt- 
head, of unkn. orig.] 

Jon'ah (-«), n. Person who brings, or is 
sacrificed lest he bring, ill luck, [see 
Jonah, O.T. book] 

Jon'athan, n. 1. (Brother) ~, personified 
people of, typical citizen of, United 
States. 2. Kind of dessert apple, [perh. 
f. ~ Trumbull, governor of Connecticut] 

jongleur (see Ap.), n. (hist.). Itinerant 
minstrel. [F, var. of jougleur juggler] 

jon'quil (or ju-), n. Species of narcissus, 
daffodil with rushlike leaves; ~ colour, 
pale yellow, [f. mod. L jonquilla = F 
jonguille, Sp. junquillo, f. L dim. of j uncus 
reed] 

jdTd'an, n. (not in polite use). Chamber- 
-pot. [ME also jurdan(e) vessel used by 
alchemists; orig. unascert. ] 

Jdrd'an alm'ond (ahm-), n. Fine almond 
esp. from Malaga. [ME jardyne, app. f. 
OF or Sp. jardin garden] 

jdr'um, n. Largo drinking-bowl; its con¬ 
tents, esp. purtch. [orig. unkn.; conject. 
= Joram (2 Sam. viii. 10); cf. jeroboam ] 

jos'eph (-z-), n. (./~) chaste man; 
woman’s long riding-cloak of 18th c. [see 
Gen. xxxix, xxxvii. 3] 



josh 

•josh, n., & v.t. & 
-natured joke, leg-pull, 
banter; indulge in ridicule, 
n. [U.S.] 

jos'kin, n. (si.). Country bumpkin, dolt. 
[cf. bumpkin, & joss dial, to bump] 

joss, n. Chinese idol; ~-house, Chinese 
temple-slick (of fragrant tinder mixed 
with clay, as incense), [app. f. Port, cleos 
f. L (levs god] 

|| joss'er, n. (si.). Fool; fellow. [-ER1] 
jo'stle ( si), v.i. & t., & n. 1. Knock, push, 

against; struggle with (person for thing); 
push against, elbow; push (person away, 
from, etc.). 2. n. Jostling, encounter, 
[earlier justle, f. just joust + -le(3) ] 

jot1, n. (Usu. w. negative expressed or 
implied) small amount, whit; ~ or tittle. 

[f. L f. Gk iota letter i] 
jot2, v.t. (-ttr). Write (usu. down) briefly 

or hastily, [prob. f. prec.] 
joule (jool), n. (electr.). Unit of work or 

energy, amount of work done or heat 
generated by a current of one ampere 
acting for one second against a resistance 
of one ohm. [Dr. J. P. Joule, Eng. physi¬ 
cist (d. 1889)] 

jounce, v.t. & i. Bump, bounce, jolt. 
[15th c., of unkn. orig. ] 

journ'al (j®-), n. 1. (In bookkeeping by 
double entry) book in which each trans¬ 
action is entered, with statement of ac¬ 
counts to which it is to be debited & 
credited. 2. Daily record of events; (Pari.) 
the J~s, record of daily proceedings; 
(Naut.) log-book; daily newspaper, other 
periodical. 3. Part of shaft or axle that 
rests on bearings (hist, unexpl.); ~- 
-box (enclosing~ & bearings). [ME, f. OF 
f. LL dvumalia diurnal] 

journ'allist (jfSl-), n. One whose business 
it is to edit or write for a public journal. 
Hence or cogn. ~ese' (-ez) n., style of 
language characteristic of (hasty or 
inferior) newspaper writing, ~ism n., 
~is'tica. [-1ST] 

journ'allze (jeb-), -ise (-iz), v.t. & i. 
(Bookk.) enter in journal; record in, keep, 
private journal, [-ize] 

journ'ey (j<SH, n. (pi. ~s), & v.i. 1. Dis¬ 
tance travelled in specified time, as a 
day’s, 4 days’, ~; expedition to some 
distance, round of travel (usu. by land, 
cf. voyage), as take, undertake, perform., 
a ~; ~m.an, qualified ((list, apprentice) 
mechanic or artisan who works for an¬ 
other, (fig.)mere hireling; (Astron.)~ma.n 
{clock), secondary clock in observatory; 
—work, work of a~man (esp. fig.). 2. v.i. 
Make a ~. [ME ; (vb f. AF journeyer) f. 
OF jornee day, day’s work or journey, f. 
Rom. *dinmata day (LL diurnum day f. 
L -us daily); see -y4] 

joust (joost), just, v.i., & n. (Engage in) 
combat between two knights etc. on 
horseback with lances, [(n. f. OF juste) 
ME just(e) f. OF juster f. Rom. *juxtare 
approach {juxta near)J 

Judenhetze 

Jove, n. Jupiter, esp. II by ~ / [f. L Jovem 
(nom. Jupiter)] 

jov'ial, a. Merry; convivial. Hence or 
cogn. ~ity (-5,1-) n., ~ly2 adv. [f. F f. It. 
gioviale f. LL jovialis of Jupiter (Jupiter 
Jovis, see -al)] 

JSv'ian, a. Of, like, Jove; of the planet 

Jupiter, [f. F jovien or LL Jovianus (as 
prec., -an)] 

jowl, n. Jawbone, jaw; cheek, esp. cheek 
by ~; external throat or neck when 
prominent, dewlap of cattle, crop of bird; 
head & shoulders of salmon & other fish. 
[(1) ME chauel jaw (f. OE ceafl); (2) ME 
cholle neck (cf. OE ceolur); (3) ME cholle 
head of man, beast, fish; f. 16th c. all 
levelled out into unexplained joule, jow-l] 

joy1, n. Vivid emotion of pleasure, glad¬ 
ness ; thing that causes delight; ~ -bells 
(rung on festive occasions); ~-ride (si.), 
stolen or other pleasure-ride in motor 
etc.; stick (si.), control lever of aero¬ 
plane. Hence or cogn. ~'eul, ~'less, 
~,OUS,aa.,~'fulLY2,~'leSSLY2,~,OUSLY2, 

adw., ~ 'fulNESS, ~ 'leSSNESS, ~ 'OUSNESS, 

nn. [ME, f. OF joie i. Rom. *gaudia fem. 
f. L gaudia pi. of gaudium] 

joy2, v.i. & t. (chiefly poet.). Rejoice; 
gladden. [ME, f. OF joir rejoice ult. f. L 
gaudere rej oice ] 

jub'il|ate1 (job-), v.i. Exult, make demon¬ 
strations of joy. Hence or cogn. ~ance, 

~a'tion, nn., ~ant a., ~antLY2 adv. [f. 
L jubilare (jubilum shout), see -ate3] 

Jubllat' e* (job-; or yobbilaht'i), n. Hun¬ 
dredth psalm as canticle in Anglican 
service; outburst of triumph. [L, = shout 
ye (its first word)] 

jub'ilee (job-), n. 1. (Jewish hist.) year of 
emancipation & restoration, kept every 
50 years, acc. to Lev. xxv; (R.-C. Ch.) 
year of remission from penal conse¬ 
quences of sin, granted formerly at 
various intervals, now at any time. 
2. Fiftieth anniversary; silver~, twenty- 
-fifth anniversary; Diamond J~, 1897, 
sixtieth year of reign of Queen Victoria. 
3. Season of rejoicing; exultant joy. [ME, 
f. OF jubile f. LL jubilacus (annus year) 
of jubilee f. Gk iobelaios (iobelos f. Heb. 
yobel ram, ram’s-horn trumpet, jubilee) 
by assoc, w. L jubilare shout] 

Juda'ic (job-), a. Jewish, [f. L f. Gk 
Ioudalkos (Ioudaios jew1, see -ic)] 

Jud'a|ize (job-), - |ise (-iz), v.i. & t. Follow 
Jewish customs or rites; make Jewish. So 
~ism, ~ist, nn. [f. LL judaizare f. Gk 
ioudaizo (as prec., see -ize)] 

jud'as (job-), n. (./~) disciple who betrayed 
Christ, infamous traitor; peephole in 
door; (of beard etc.) J~-colour(ed), red; 
,/~ kiss (see Matt. xxvi. 48); J~-tree (with 
purple flowers appearing before the 
leaves). 

judd'er, v.i. & n. 1. Shake, wobble. 
2. n. Shaking, wobbling, [imit.] 

Jud'cnhetze (ybodenhbtze), n. Systematic 
persecution of Jews. [G] 
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judge1, n. Public officer appointed to 
hear & try causes in court of justice; 
(of God) supreme arbiter; (Heb. hist.) 
officer having temporary authority in 
Israel in period between Joshua & the 
kings; (pi., abbr. Judg.) book of O.T.; 
person appointed to decide dispute or 
contest; person who decides a question; 
person who is qualified to decide on 
merits of thing or question, as am no~ of 
that, good ~ of claret;,/~ Advocate General, 
civil officer in supreme control of courts 
martial in army and R.A.P.; —made law, 
principles based on ~s’ decisions. Hence 
~'ship(1, 2) n. [ME, f. OF juge f. L 
judicem (nom. -dex) f. jus right + -dicus 
speaking] 

judge2, v.t. & i. Pronounce sentence on 
(person) in court of justice; try (cause); 
decide (question); decide, decree, (that 
etc.); form opinion about, estimate, (per¬ 
son etc. by his deeds etc.); (arch.) criticize, 
censure (~ not that ye be not ~d); conclude, 
consider, suppose, (thing to be, that, etc., 
from or by data); act as judge: form a 
judgement (of thing etc.). [ME, f. OF 
jugier f. L judicare (as prec.)] 

judgemat'icl(al) (-jin-), aa. (colloq.). 
Judicious, discerning. Hence~alLY2 adv. 
[f. judge, on dogmatic etc. ] 

judge'ment (-jm-), -gment (-jm-), n. 
Sentence of court of justice; the last ~ (by 
God at end of world); misfortune viewed 
as sign of divine displeasure, as it is a ~ 
on you for getting up late; criticism; opin¬ 
ion, estimate, as in my ~; critical faculty, 
discernment; good sense; ~-day (of God’s 
final ~); — debt (for payment of which 
a ~ has been given); ~ creditor, debtor 
(for, against, whom ~ has been given); 
]| ~ summons (for failure to pay ~ debt); 
~-seat, judge’s seat, tribunal. [ME, f. OF 
jugement (as prec., see -MENT)] 

judicature (job-; also -ka-), n. Adminis¬ 
tration of justice; Supreme Court ofJ~ in 
England (consisting of the Court of 
Appeal & the High Court of Justice; 
the latter is composed of the Queen’s 
Bench, the Chancery, & the Probate, 
Divorce, & Admiralty divisions, & the 
Court of Criminal Appeal); judge’s (term 
of) office; body of judges; court of justice. 
[f. F, or med. L judicatura (as judge, 
-TJRE)] 

judicial (jdbdlsh'al), a. Of, done by, 
proper to, a court of law; ~ murder, legal 
but unjust death sentence; inflicted as 
a divine judgement (esp. ~ blindness, 
punitive infatuation); having the func¬ 
tion of judgement, as a ~ assembly; of, 
proper to, a judge; expressing a judge¬ 
ment, critical; impartial. Hence ~ly2 
adv. [ME, f. OP’, or L judicialis (as foil., 
-AL)] 

judiciary (joodlsh'ari), n. The judges of 
a State collectively, [f. L judiciarius 
(judicium, see foil.)] 

judicious (jobdlsh'us), a. Sensible, pru- 

juicy 
dent; sound in discernment and judge¬ 
ment. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. F 
judicieux f. L judicium judgement (as 
judge1), see -ous] 

ju'do (job-), n. (Now usu. name for) ju- 
-JUTSU. 

jug1, n. Deep vessel for holding liquids, 
with handle & often with spout, whence 
~'ful(2) n.; (si., also stone-~) prison, 
[perh. f. Jug, pet form of Joan See. ] 

jug2, v.t. (-gg-). Stew, boil, (hare, rabbit) 
in jug or jar (usu. in p.p.); (si.) imprison, 
[f. prec.] 

jug3, v.i. (-gg-). (Of nightingale or other 
bird) utter sound jug. So ~,-, nu. 
[imit. ] 

jug'ate (job-), a. (bot.). Having leaflets 
in pairs, [f. L jug are join (jugum yoke), 
see -ate2] 

Jugg'ernaut (-g-), n. (Hind, myth.) 
Krishna, eighth avatar of Vishnu, his 
idol at Puri, annually dragged in proces¬ 
sion on huge car, under wheels of which 
devotees are said to have formerly thrown 
themselves; (fig., also ~ car) institution, 
notion, to which persons blindly sacrifice 
themselves or others, [f. Hind. Jagan- 
nath f. Skr. -natha (jagat world + natha 
lord)] 

jugg'ins (-ginz), n. (sh). Simpleton, [perh. 
f. proper name Juggins (as jug1); cf. 
MUGGINS ] 

jug'gle, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Play conjuring 
tricks; ~ with, deceive (person), misrepre¬ 
sent (facts); cheat (person etc. out of 
thing); bring, get, change, (away, into, 
etc.)«by trickery. 2. n. Piece of juggling, 
fraud. [ME, f. OF jogler f. L joculari jest 
(joculus dim. otjocus jest)] 

jugg'l|er, n. Conjurer; trickster, im¬ 
postor. So ~ERY(2, 4) n. [ME, f. OF 
jo(u)gleere, acc. -eor, f. L joculator, -orem 
(as prec., see -or)] 

Jugoslav (ug'oslahv), a. & n. (Inhabitant) 
of the State, including Serbia, Monte¬ 
negro, & parts of the former Austrian 
Empire, called Jugoslavia. [Serb., = 
south Slav] 

jug'ular (or job-), a. & n. 1. Of the neck 
or throat; ~ veins, great veins of neck, 
conveying blood (external ~) from super¬ 
ficial parts of head, (internal ~) from in¬ 
side of skull; (of fish) having the ventral 
fins in front of the pectoral. 2. n. ~ vein, 
[f. LL jugular is f. L jugulum collar-bone, 
throat] 

jug'ulate (or job-), v.t. Kill, esp. (fig.) 
arrest course of (disease etc.) by powerful 
remedy etc. [f. L jugulare (as prec.), see 
-ate 3 ] 

juice (jobs), n. Liquid part of vegetables 
or fruits; fluid part of animal body or sub¬ 
stance, esp. the ~s, the bodily humours, 
gastric ~; (fig.) essence, spirit, of any¬ 
thing; (si.) petrol or electricity used in 
engine etc. Hence ~'less (-si-) a. [M.E, f. 
OF jus f. L jus broth, juice] 

jui'cly (job-), a. Full of juice, succulent; 
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(of weather) wet; (colloq.) of rich intel¬ 
lectual quality, interesting; (art si.) of 
rich colouring suggestive of moisture. 
Hence ~iness n. [-Y2] 

ju-ju (job'job), n. (W.-Afr.). Charm or 
fetish; ban effected by this. [perh. f. F 
jou-jou toy] 

ju'jube (job'jdbb), n. Edible berry-like 
drupe of certain plants; lozenge of gelatin 
etc. flavoured with or imitating this. [F, 
or med. L jujuba f. Gk zizuphon] 

ju-jutsu, jiu-jitsu, (jdbjwtsbo'), n. Japan¬ 
ese art of wrestling etc. (now usu. judo). 

[Jap. (ju-)] 
•juke-box (jook-), n. Machine that 
automatically plays selected gramophone 
records when coin is inserted, [juke app. 
of W.-Afr. orig.] 

jul'ep (job-), n. Sweet drink, esp. as ve¬ 
hicle for medicine; medicated drink as 
stimulant etc.; ‘iced & spiced spirit & 
water, esp. mint ~. [ME, f. OF, f. Arab. 
julab f. Pers. gulab (gul rose-fob water)] 

Jul'ian (job-), a. Of Julius Caesar; ~ 
calendar (introduced by him, in which the 
year consisted of 365 days, every fourth 
year having 366, of. oreoorian). [f. L 
Julianus (Julius, see -an)] 

julienne (see Ap.), n. Soup of vegetables 
cooked in meat broth. [F] 

July' (job-), n. Seventh month of year, 
called after Julius Caesar. [ME & OF 
Jule, Juil f. L Julius; also Julie f. AF f. L; 
18th-c. pron. job'll, mod. pron. irreg. & 
unexpl. ] 

jum'bal, -ble1, n. Kinds of crisp thin 
sweet cake. [perh. orig. a use of gimbal] 

jum'ble2, v.i. & t. Move (t. & i.) about in 
disorder; mix up, confuse, [prob. imit.] 

jum'ble3, n. Confused assemblage; 
muddle; jolting; ||~-saZe (of miscellane¬ 
ous cheap articles at bazaar etc.); ~-s7iop 
(where miscellaneous goods are sold). 
Hence jumb'lY2 a. [f. prec.] 

jum'bo, n. (pi. ~s). Big clumsy person, 
animal, or thing, esp. (J~) famous ele¬ 
phant in London Zool. Gardens; notably 
successful person, [perh. = second ele¬ 
ment in MUMBO-JtJMBO] 

jump1, n. Leap, bound, spring from 
ground; long, high, ~, athletic competi¬ 
tions ; start caused by shock or excite¬ 
ment, esp. (si.) delirium tremens; 
abrupt rise in amount, price, value, etc.; 
sudden transition, gap in series, argu¬ 
ment, etc. Bencejum'piNESSn.Jum'pY2 
a., [f. foil.] 

jump2, v.i. & t. 1. Spring from ground 
etc. by flexion & sudden muscular exten¬ 
sion of legs or (of fish) tail; move suddenly 
with leap or bound {up from seat etc., 
out, etc.); ~ in, get quickly into carriage 
etc.; start with sudden jerk from ex¬ 
citement, shock, etc., esp. ~ for joy. 2. 
Rise suddenly in price etc. 3. Come to, 

arrive at, (conclusion) hastily. 4. ~ at, 

(flg.) accept (offer, bargain) eagerly; ~ 
(up)on, attack (offender etc.) crushingly 

with word or act. 5. Agree, coincide, 
(together, one with another). 6. Pass over 
(gate etc.) by leap; (of railway carriage) 
leave (line). 7. Help (child etc.) to~ down 

etc.; cause (thing) to ~ ; startle (person, 
nerves). 8. Cook (potatoes etc.) in frying- 
-pan, occasionally shaking them (usu. in 
p.p.). 9. Pounce upon (thing); steal a 
march upon (— the queue); take summary 
possession of (claim abandoned or for¬ 
feited by former occupant). 10. Skip over 
(subject, part of book, etc.). 11. Drill 
(rock, hole in rock) with jumper. 12. ~ 
down person’s throat, answer, interrupt, 
him violently; ~ out of one’s skin, ~ with 
surprise; ~ over the brooms!ick. Hence 
~'able a. [f. 1500; prob. imit.] 

jum'per *, n. In vbl senses, esp.; member 
of Welsh Methodist body (or later sects) 
who jump(ed) as part of worship; jump¬ 
ing insect, e.g. flea; rope made fast to 
keep yard, mast, etc., from jumping; 
heavy chisel-ended iron bar for drilling 
blasting-holes, [-er1] 

jum'per2, n. Loose outer jacket of canvas 
etc. worn by sailors etc.; woman’s loose 
outer garment of any material slipped on 
over head & reaching hips. [prob. f. 
(17th c., now dial.) jump short coat perh. 
f. F juppe ] 

jum'ping, a. In vbl senses, esp. in names 
of ~ animals, as ~-deer, N.-Amer. black- 
-tailed deer; ~-bean, seed of Mexican 
plant ~ owing to movements of enclosed 
larva; ~ cat1, [-ing2] 

junc'tion, n. Joining; joint, meeting- 
-place; station where railway lines meet & 
unite (often in proper names, as Clapham 

J~). [f. L junctio (as join, see -ion)] 

junc'ture, n. Joining; place where things 
join; concurrence of events, state of 
affairs, as at this ~. [ME, f. L junctura 
(JOIN, -URE)] 

June (j oon), n. Sixth month of year. [ME 
Juyn f. OF Juin f. L Junius; also ME 
June, after L ] 

jungle (jfmg'gl), n. Land overgrown with 
underwood or tangled vegetation, esp. in 
India (often attrib. of animals inhabiting 
~, as ~-bea.r, -cat, -fowl); wild tangled 
mass; ~ fever, kind of severe malaria. 
Hence jung'lED2, jung'lv2, (-ngg-), aa. 
[f. Hind, jangal desert, forest] 

jun'lor (job-), a. & n. 1. The younger (esp. 
of son having same name as father, as 
John Smith ~, or of younger of two boys 
of same surname in school; abbr. jun., 

jr); of less standing, of lower position, as 
~ partner. 2. n. ~ person, as the ~s, is 

my ~. Cf. senior. Hence ~ity (-6'r-) n. 
[L, compar. of juvenis young] 

jun'iorate (job-), n. (In Society of Jesus) 
two-years’ course attended by junior 
membeis before entering priesthood. 
[-ATE1] 

jun'iper (job-), n. Kinds of coniferous 
evergreen shrubs, esp. common ~, shrub 
with prickly leaves & dark berries yield- 
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ing oil of ~ used in medicine & in making 
gin. [ME, f. L juniperus] 

junk1, n., & v.t. Old cable cut np for 
oakum etc.; discarded material, rubbish; 
lump, chunk; (naut.) salt meat; lump of 
tissue in sperm-whale, containing sperma¬ 
ceti; ~-shop, marine store, (derog.) 
antique dealer’s shop; (v.t.) divide into 
~s. [f. 1485, of unkn. orig. ] 

junk2, n. Flat-bottomed sailing vessel 
used in Chinese seas. [16th c., app. ult. f. 
Javanese djong) 

junker (ydbng'ker), n. Young German 
noble; member of exclusive aristocratic 
party in Prussia. [G, earlier junkher 
(YOUNG, HERR); see YOUNKER] 

junk'et, n., & v.i. 1. Dish of sweetened 
curds & whey, usu. with scalded cream 
on top; feast. 2. v.i. Feast, picnic. Hence 
'—-ing 1 n. [ME jonket, app. f. ONF jon- 
quette rush-basket (for making ~) f. jonc 
rush f. L juncus] 

Jun'5 (job-), n. (pi. ~s). Wife of Jupiter; 
woman of stately beauty; third of the 
asteroids. [L ] 

jun'ta, n. Deliberative or administrative 
council in Spain or Italy; = foil. [Sp., f. 
L juncta, fern. p.p. as join] 

jun'tS, n. (pi. ~s). Clique, faction, political 
or other combination of persons, [erro¬ 
neous f. prec.] 

jupe (joop), n. Woman’s skirt. [F] 
Ju'piter (job-), n. (Rom. myth.) king of 
gods; ~ Plu'vius (plob-), god of rain (joc.); 
largest planet of solar system. [L ] 

jur'al (joor-), a. Of law, of (moral) rights 
& obligations, [f. L jus juris right + 
-AL] 

Jurass'ic (joor-), a. Of the Jura moun¬ 
tains between France & Switzerland; 
marked like these by prevalence of 
oolitic limestone, [f. F jurassique after 
liassic, tr iassic ] 

|| jur'at (joor-), n. Municipal officer like 
alderman; life magistrate in Channel Is. 
[f. med. L j uratus (jurare swear) ] 

juridical (joor-), a. Of judicial proceed¬ 
ings ; legal, [f. L juridicus (jus juris right 
+ -dicus f. dicere say) + -al] 

jur'isconsult' (joor-), n. One learned in 
law, jurist, [f. L jurisconsultus (jus juris 
law + p.p. as consult)] 

jurisdiction (joor-), n. Administration 
of justice; legal or other authority; extent 
of this, territory it extends over. Hence 
~al (joorisdik'shon-) a. [ME jure-, juri-, 
juris- f. OF jure-, juridiction & L juris- 
dictio (as prec., see diction] 

jurisprudence (joorisprob-), n. Science, 
philosophy, of human law, whence ~en- 
tiAL (joorlsprdbdSn'shal) a.; skill in law, 
so~ent (joorisprob-) a. & n. [f. LL juris- 
prudentia (as prec., see prudence)] 

jur'ist (joor-), n. One versed in law; legal 
writer; student of, graduate in, law. 
Hence juris'tic(AL) aa., juris'ticalLY2 
adv., (joor-). [f. F jurists or med. L 
jurista (jus juris law, see -ist)] 

jur'or (joor-), n. Member of jury; one 
who takes an oath (cf. sots-juror). [ME, f. 
AF jurour (OF jureor) f. L juratorem 
(jurare swear, see -or)] 

jur'y (joor-), n. Body of persons sworn to 
render verdict on question submitted to 
them in court of justice; grand ~ (of 
persons formerly appointed to inquire 
into indictments before they were sub¬ 
mitted to trial ~); trial, common, petty, ~ 
(of 12 persons who try final issue of fact in 
civil or criminal cases & pronounce ver¬ 
dict); special ~ (of persons of certain 
station in society); coroner’s ~; ~ of 
matrons (in case where pregnancy is 
pleaded in stay of execution); body of 
persons selected to award prizes in com¬ 
petition; ~-box, enclosure for~ in court; 
mm», ~ woman, member of [ME, f. 
AF (OF) juree oath, inquiry, f. med. L 
jurata (jurare swear, cf. -Y 4)j 

jur'y-mast (joor'Imahst), n. Temporary 
mast in place of broken or lost one. [orig. 
unkn.] 

juss'ive, a. (gram.). Expressing a com¬ 
mand. [f. L jubere juss- command] 

just1, a. (Of person or conduct) equitable, 
fair, (to person etc.); (of treatment etc.) 
deserved, as a ~ reward-, (of feelings, 
opinions, etc.) well-grounded, as ~ re¬ 
sentment, fear-, right in amount etc., 
proper. Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 
[ME, f. OF juste or L justus (jus right)] 

just2, adv. Exactly, as ~ at that spot, ~ 
there, ~ then, ~ three o’clock, ~ as you say, 
~ so, that is ~ it (precisely the point in 
question), ~ how many there are remains 
to be seen; barely, as I ~ managed it; 
exactly at that moment, (loosely) not 
long before, as I have~ (a moment, or not 
long, ago) seen him pass; ~ now, at this 
moment, (also) a little time ago; (colloq.) 
positively, quite, as it is ~ splendid, not ~ 
yet; (as si. emphasizer) Won’t I ~ give 
it him!, ‘ Bid he swear? Didn’t he, ~ / ' 
[ME, f. prec.] 

just 3. See joust. 

jus'tice, n. Just conduct; fairness; exer¬ 
cise of authority in maintenance of right; 
poetic(al) ~, reward of virtue & punish¬ 
ment of vice; judicial proceedings, as 
Court of J~; magistrate; judge, esp. (in 
England) of Supreme Court of Judicature, 
whence ~ship n.; of the Peace, lay 
magistrate appointed to preserve peace 
in county, town, etc.; do ~ to, treat fairly, 
show due appreciation of; do oneself ~, 
perform worthily of one’s abilities. [ME, 
f. OF (-ice, -ise), f. B justitia (as just1, see 
-ice) ] 

justiciable (-shyo-), a. Subject to juris¬ 
diction ; (n.) person subject to jurisdiction 
(of another). [OF, f. juslicier bring to 
trial f. med. L justitiare (as prec.), see 
-able ] 

justiciar (-shyar), n. Chief political & 
judicial officer under Norman & early 
Plantagenet kings, [as foil., see -ar2] 
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justiciary (-shya-),n. &a. 1. Administra¬ 
tor of justice; = prec. 2. adj. Of the 
administration of justice, [f. med. L jus- 
tit iarius (JUSTICE, -ARY L) ] 

jus'ti|fy, v.t. Show the justice or rightness 
of (person, act, etc.); vindicate, (of cir¬ 
cumstances) be such as to ~fy; (theol.) 
declare (person) free from penalty of sin 
on ground of Christ’s righteousness or 
(Rom. Cath.) of the infusion of grace; 
(print.) adjust (line of type) to fill a space 
neatly; make good (statement etc.); 
adduce adequate grounds for (conduct, 
claim, etc.); ~fy bail, show by oath of 
person furnishing bail that he is pecu¬ 
niarily qualified. Hence or cogn. ~fianri,- 
ITY, ~FICA'TION, nn., ~flABLE, ~fic§tIVE, 
~ficatORY, aa., ~fxabLY2 adv. [f. F justi- 
fier f. LL justificare (as just1, see -fy)] 

jut, n., & v.i. (-tt-). 1. Projection; pro¬ 
truding point. 2. v.i. Project (often out, 
forth), [var. of JET2- 3] 

jute1 (joot), n. Fibre from certain plants, 
chiefly imported from Bengal, used for 
sacking, mats, etc. [f. Bengali jhoto f. 
Skr. jufa = jafa braid of hair] 

Jute2 (joot), n. One of Low German tribe 
invading Britain in 5th & 6th cc. [render¬ 
ing Baeda’s Jutae, Juti, in OE Eotas, 
Iotas = Icel. Iotar people of Jutland] 

juvenes'c]ence (job-), n. (Transition from 
infancy to) youth. So ~ent a. [f. L 
juvenescere reach age of youth (juvenis 
young), see -ence] 

juv'enile (job-), a. & n. 1, Young, youth¬ 
ful; suited to, characteristic of, youth. 
2. n. Young person; (pi., trade term for) 
books meant for children. Hence or cogn. 
~ly2 (-1-11) adv., juvenil'iTY (job-) n. [f. 
L juvenilis (as prec., -it)] 

juvenil'ia (job-), n. pi. Works produced 
in author’s youth (often as title of collec¬ 
tion of such writings). [L, neut. pi. of 
juvenilis juvenile ] 

juxtapose' (-z), v.t. Place (things) side by 
side. [f. F juxtaposer (L juxta next + 
poser, see compose) ] 

juxtaposition (-zi-), n. Placing, being 
placed, side by side. [F (L juxta next, 
POSITION)] 

K 
K, k, (ka), letter (pi. Ks, K’s). 
kaama (kah'rna), n. Hartebeest. [S. Afr. ] 
Kaba'ka (-bah'-), n. (Title of) ruler of 

Buganda. [native] 
kabbalah. = cabbala. 

Kabyle', n. A Berber of Algeria or Tunis; 
Berber dialect spoken by the ~s. [f. 
Arab, qabail tribes] 

lc&dd'ish, n. Jewish mourner’s prayer; 
the Magnificat in the synagogue service, 
[f. Aram, qaddish holy] 

kadi. See cadi. 

Kaff'ir (-fer), (obs.) Caf'fre (-fer), n. 
Member of a S.-Afr. people of Bantu 

family; (pi.) S.-Afr. mine shares, [as 
foil.] 

Kaf'ir (-er), n. Native of Kafiristan in 
Asia. [Arab, kafir infidel] 

lia'go (kah-), n. Japanese basket-work 
palanquin slung on pole. [f. Jap. kango 

of Chin. orig. ] 
kail(yard). See kale. 

kain'it(e) (kin-), n. Hydrated double salt 
of magnesium chloride & sulphate & 
potassium sulphate, used as fertilizer. 
[G (-it), f. Gk kainos new, see -ite1] 

kai'ser (kiz-), n. (hist.). Emperor; German 
Emperor; Emperor of Austria; head 
of Holy Roman Empire. Hence ~ship n. 
[in mod. E f. G kaiser &c Du. keiser; in ME 
f. OE casere f. Gmc adoption (thr. Gk 
(whence Goth.) kaisar) of L caesar] 

kajd’ivah (-jahwa), n. Camel-litter for 
women. [Hind. & Pers.] 

ka'ka (kah-), n. New Zealand parrot. 
So ~p5 n.. New Zealand owl-like noc¬ 
turnal parrot. [Maori (po = night)] 

kakemSn'o, n. Japanese wall-picture 
(usu. painted on silk & mounted on 
rollers), [f. Jap. kake- bang + mono thing] 

kala-azar (kahlah-ahzcTr'), n. Virulent 
infectious malarial disease of oriental 
tropics. [Assamese, = black disease] 

kale, kail, n. Kinds of cole or cabbage, 
esp. borecole, kind with wrinkled leaves; 
Scotch ~, kind with purplish leaves; 
broth made of this or other vegetables; 
sea ~; ~ 'yard, kitchen-garden; ~yar& 

school, writers of fiction describing, with 
much use of the vernacular, common life 
in Scotland. [ME ; northern form of cole ] 

kaleid'ol scope (-lid-), n. Tube through 
which are seen symmetrical figures, pro¬ 
duced by reflections of pieces of coloured 
glass, & varied by rotation of the tube; 
(fig.) constantly changing group of bright 
objects. Hence ~sc6p'ic(AL) aa., ~scop- 
icali,Y2 adv. [f. Gk kalos beautiful + eidos 
form +-SCOPE] 

kalends. See calends. 

kil'i, n. Prickly saltwort, from which soda- 
-ash was obtained, [f. Arab, qali alkali] 

kalian, -lioun, (kahlyahn', -yobn), n. 
Persian form of hookah. [Pers. (-an), f. 
Arab, qalyan, -un] 

Kal'muck, -myk, a. & n. (Member, 
language) of a Mongolian people living on 
the Caspian. 

ka'long (kah-), n. Malay frugivorous fox- 
-bat, largest known bat. [Malay] 

ltal'pa, n. Great age of the world, day of 
Brahma, (1,320,000,000 years). [Skr.] 

hdtnerad' (-ahd), int. of German soldier 
offering to surrender. [G, f. F as comrade ] 

ka’mt (kah-), n. Japanese title of gover¬ 
nors etc.; divinity, god, in Japanese 
native religion. 

kampong', n. Enclosed space, village. 
[Malay; see compound3 ] 

kan'aka, n. South Sea Islander, esp. one 
formerly employed in Queensland on 
sugar plantations. [Polynesian, = man] 
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Kanarese' (-z), n. (Member of) Dravidian 
people living- in western India; language 
of the [f. N. & S. Kanara in India] 

kangaroo' (-ngg-), n. Marsupial mammal 
with strongly developed hindquarters & 
great leaping-power, native of Australia, 
Tasmania, etc.; ~ rat, small Australian 
marsupial; (si., pi.) W.-Australian mining 
shares, dealers in these; ~ bicycle, one 
with sloping back, early form of safety; 
II ~ closure (when chairman in committee 
selects some amendments for discussion 
and excludes others). [perh. native 
Austral. ] 

kanfion', n. Kind of harp with fifty to 
sixty strings, [f. Pers. or Arab, qanun ] 

Kan't|ian,a. Of Immanuel Kant, German 
philosopher, d. 1804. So~lSMn. [-ian] 

ka'olln (kali-, ka-), n. Fine white clay pro¬ 
duced by decomposition of feldspar, used 
in making porcelain. Hence ~ize(3) v.t. 
[F, f. Chin, kao-ling, name of mountain 
(kao high + ling hill) ] 

k&pSll'meistcr (-mi-), n. Conductor of 
orchestra, opera, choir, etc.; ~ music, 
uninspired music in routine style. [G] 

kap'ok, n. Fine cotton wool surrounding 
seeds of certain tree, used for stuffing 
cushions etc. [f. Malay kapoq] 

kapp'a, n. Greek letter k (K, k). 

kaput' (-dbt), a. (si.). Done for, smashed 
(in pred. use only). [G ] 

Kar'aite, n. Member of Jewish sect that 
rejects Rabbinical tradition & interprets 
scriptures literally, found chiefly in 
Crimea, [f. Heb. q’raim (qara read) + 
-ITE1] 

kSrm'a, n. (Buddh.). Sum of person’s 
actions in one of his successive states of 
existence, viewed as deciding his fate in 
the next; destiny. [Skr., = action, fate] 

kar(r)oo', n. Elevated plateau of clayey 
soil in S. Africa, waterless in dry season; 
the Greai K~ (in Cape Province), [of 
Hottentot orig.] 

kaross', n. Mantle of animals’ skins with 
the hair on, used by S.-African natives, 
[f. Afrikaans karos, of unkn. orig. ] 

kart'el, n. Wooden bed in S.-African ox- 
-wagon. [Afrikaans, prob. f. Port, catel 
f. Tamil kalpil bedstead] 

kartell'. See cartel. 
katabat'ic, a. (meteorol.). (Of winds) 
caused by air flowing downward (cf. 
anabatic), [f. Gk katabaiikos f. kcUabaino 
go down] 

katab'olism, cata-, n. (biol.). Breaking 
down of animal tissues (cf. metabolism). 

[f. Gk katabole throwing down (kataballo 
throw down) + -ISM] 

kathode. Var. of cathode. 

kation. Var. of cation. 

kat'ydid, n. Large green orthopterous in¬ 
sect abounding in America, [imit. of the 
sound the insect produces] 

kauri (kowr'I), n. Coniferous tree of New 
Zealand, furnishing valuable timber & a 
resin, ~-gum. [Maori] 

keep 

ka'va (kah-), n. (Diuretic beverage 
from roots of) a Polynesian shrub, 
[native ] 

kavass', n. Armed constable, servant, or 
courier, in Turkey, [f. Turk, qaivwas 
bow-maker (qaws bow)] 

kay'ak (ki ), n. Eskimo canoe of light 
wooden framework covered with seal¬ 
skins. [Eskimo] 

kea (ka'a), n. Green alpine parrot of 
New Zealand which destroys sheep for 
their kidney-fat. [Maori, imit.] 

keck, v.i. Make sound as if about to 
vomit; ~ at, reject (food etc.) with loath¬ 
ing. [imit. ] 

keddah. See kheda. 

kedge, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Warp ship by 
means of hawser attached to small anchor; 
(of ship) move thus; move (ship) thus. 
2. n. (Also ~-anchor) small anchor for this 
purpose, [perh. spec, use of obs. cagge, 
dial, cadge bind, tie] 

kedg'eree, n. Indian dish of rice, split 
pulse, onions, eggs, etc.; European dish 
of fish, rice, eggs, etc. [f. Hind, khichri, 
Skr. A;'rsam] 

II keek, v.i., & n. (Sc.). Peep. [ME kike; 
cf. MDu., MLG kiken ] 

keel1, n., & v.t. 1. Lowest longitudinal 
timber of vessel, on which framework of 
the whole is built up; combination of 
iron plates serving same purpose in iron 
vessel; (poet.) ship; false ~ (attached to 
bottom of true ~ to protect it); -—blocks 
(on which ~ rests in building etc.); ~- 
-haul, haul (person) under ~ as punish¬ 
ment. 2. v.t. Turn (ship) ~ upwards; ~ 
over, upset, capsize, (person etc.). Hence 
•—-'less (-1-1-) a. [ME kele, f, ON kjiilr f. 
Ginc *keluz] 

keel2, n. Flat-bottomed vessel, esp. of 
kind used on Tyne etc. for loading 
colliers; amount carried by this. [ME 
kele f. MLG kel, kil, MDu. kiel, ship, boat, 
= OE ctol &c. f. Gmc *keulaa j 

keelson. See kelson. 
keen1, n. Irish funeral song accompanied 
with wailing, [f. Ir. caoine, as foil.] 

keen2, v.i. & t. Utter the keen; bewail 
(person) thus; utter in wailing tone. [f. 
Ir. caoinim wail] 

keen3, a. Having sharp edge or point; (of 
edge etc.) sharp; (of sound, light, etc.) 
penetrating, vivid, strong; (of frost) 
moderately hard; (of pain etc.) acute, 
bitter; (of person, desire, interest) eager, 
ardent, (colloq. on thing, on doing; ~ as 
mustard, enthusiastic, w. pun on Keene’s 
mustard); (of eyes, sight, smell) sharp, 
highly sensitive; intellectually acute; 
—set, hungry, eager, (for). Hence ~'ly2 
adv., ~'ness n. [OE cene, OHG kuoni, 
ON kosnn f. Gmc *konjaz) 

keep1, v.t. & i. (k&pt). 1. Pay due regard 
to, observe, stand by, (law, promise, 
faith, treaty, appointment; ~ the peace). 
2. Celebrate (feast, ceremony, etc.). 3. 
Guard, protect, (person, as God ~ you! 

661 



keep 662 kennel 

fortress, town, etc., goal at football etc.). 
4. Have chaige of; retain possession of, 
not lose or destroy. 5. Maintain (house 
etc.) in proper order (~ open house, enter¬ 
tain all comers), carry on (shop etc.); 
maintain (diary, accounts, books) by 
making requisite entries. 6. Provide for 
sustenance of (family, oneself, etc.); own 
& manage (cows, bees, etc.); maintain 
(woman) as mistress. 7. Have (com¬ 
modity) habitually on sale. 8. ~ com¬ 
pany1, PACE, STEP, LOOK 1 Out, TIME, WATCH1, 
wicket (also abs., act as wicket-keeper). 
9. Maintain in proper or specified condi¬ 
tion (often in spec, senses, as ~ the ball1 
rolling, POT boiling, one’s HAIR on, one’s 
head 1; ~ one’s balance, not lose it, lit. & 
fig.). 10. Detain (person in prison, in 
custody, etc.); restrain (person, thing, 
oneself, from doing, from thing); refrain 
from. 11. Reserve (thing for future time 
etc.). 12. Conceal, as ~ one’s counsel1, 
a secret. 13. Continue to follow (way, 
course; ~ track of, follow the course or 
development of). 14. Remain in (one’s 
bed, room, house); retain one’s place in 
(the saddle, the field, the stage, one’s 
ground, etc.) against opposition; ~ one’s 
feet, not fall; ~ house ; remain (indoors 
etc.); II (colloq., esp. Camb. Univ.) reside, 
as where do you ~ 1 15. Remain in speci¬ 
fied condition, as ~ in good health, ~ in 
touch with, ~ cool, (colloq.) ~ friends. 
16. Continue in specified direction, course, 
or action, as~ straight on for two miles, she 
~s giggling. 17. (Of food etc.) remain 
in good condition; (fig., of news etc.) 
admit of being reserved for later occasion. 
18. ~ (work, cause to work, persistently) 
at; ~ (abstain) from; ~ to, adhere to 
(course, promise), confine oneself to; ~ 
(thing etc.) to oneself, refuse to share it 
with others; ~ oneself to oneself, avoid 
society. 19. ~ away, avoid coming, 
prevent from coming; ~ back, hold back, 
retard progress of, conceal; ~ down, hold 
in subjection, ~ low in amount, (mil.) 
lie low in skirmishing; ~ in, confine, 
restrain, (feelings etc.), confine (school¬ 
boy) after hours, ~ (fire) burning, (intr.) 
remain indoors, remain on good terms 
with; ~ one’s hand in- ~ off, ward off, 
avert, (intr.) stay at a distance; ~ on, 
continue to hold, use, show, etc., (intr.) 
continue (doing); ~ out, not let enter; — 
together, remain, cause to remain, to¬ 
gether; ~ under, hold in subjection; ~ 
up, prevent (one’s spirits, prices, etc.) 
from sinking, maintain (~ one’s end 1 up; 
~ it up, not slacken), ~ in repair, in 
efficient or proper state, etc., (~ up 
appearances; ~ up your Greek), carry on 
(correspondence etc.), cause (person) to 
sit up at night, (intr.) bear up, not break 
down, proceed at equal pace with (~ up 
with the Joneses, ~ on terms of equality 
with one’s neighbours), [late OE cepan of 
unkn. orig.j 

keep2, n. (Hist.) tower, stronghold; main¬ 
tenance, food required for this, as you 
don’t earn your ~ ; for ~.e (colloq.), in per¬ 
manence. [f. prec.] 

keep'er, n. In vbl senses, esp.: ||=gamk1- 
—; custodian of museum, art gallery, 
etc.; lunatic’s attendant; ring that keeps 
another, esp. wedding-ring, on the finger. 
[ -ER1 ] 

keep'ing, n. In vbl senses, also or esp.: 
custody, charge, as in safe ~, in his ~; 
agreement, harmony, (orig. esp. of paint¬ 
ing) as in, out of, — (with); (attrib., or 
intr. part.) fit for ~, as ~ apples; 
-room, sitting-room usually occupied. 
[-ING1 ] 

keep'sake, n. Thing kept for sake, or in 
remembrance, of giver; (attrib.) namby- 
-pamby, like certain literary annuals of 
19th c. called ~s. [KEEP1 + SAKE ] 

keeshond (kas'hbnd), n. Breed of Dutch 
dogs resembling the chow. [Du. ] 

k£f, keif (kif), kief n. Drowsy state 
produced by bhang etc.; enjoyment of 
idleness; Indian hemp etc. smoked to 
produce [f. Arab, kaif, colloq. kef, 
well-being] 

kSffi'yeh (-feya), n. Bedouin Arab’s ker¬ 
chief worn as head-dress, [f. Arab. 
kaffiyah, kufflyeh, perh. f. LL cofea coif] 

kSf'ir (-er), n. Effervescent liquor like 
koumiss, used for invalids. [Caucas. ] 

keg, n. Small barrel, usu. of less than 10 
gals. [f. 15th c. cag, f. ON kaggi, of unkn. 
orig.] 

kelp, n. Large kinds of seaweed; calcined 
ashes of seaweed used for the sake of car¬ 
bonate of soda, iodine, etc. contained, 
formerly used in making soap & glass. 
[ME ciilp(e), of unkn. orig.] 

kel'pie, -py, n. (Sc.). Water-spirit, usu. 
in form of horse, reputed to delight in 
the drowning of travellers etc. [orig. 
unkn.] 

kel'son, kecl'son, n. Line of timber 
fastening ship’s floor-timbers to keel. 
[ME kelswayn, -sweyn, -swyn(e), -syng f. 
MDu. *kelswijn, MLG *kelswin (as keel, 
swine) ; kelson as bosun f. boatswain] 

kelt1 etc. See celt etc. 
kelt2, n. Salmon or sea trout after 
spawning. [ME ; orig. unkn. ] 

kemp, n. Coarse hair in wool. Hence 
kem'pY2 a. [f. ON kampr beard, whisker] 

ken *, n. Range of sight or knowledge, esp. 
in, out of, beyond.I, one’s ~. [f. foil.] 

II ken2, v.t. (now Sc. or north.; hint). 
Recognize at sight; know (person, thing, 
fact, that etc.). [OE cenruxn, OS kennian, 
OIIG chennan, ON kenna, Goth, kannjan 
f. Gmc *karin- can2] 

kenn'el1, n., & v.i. & t. (-11-). 1. House for 
shelter of house-dog or hounds; mean 
dwelling. 2. v.i. Live in, go to, ~; (v.t.) 
put into, keep in,~ (ME, f. ONF *kenil (F 
chenil) f. med. L canile (canis dog)] 

kenn'el2, n. Gutter, [earlier cannel i. OF 
canel channel ] 
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kenos'is, n. (theol.). Renunciation of Ke‘ 
divine nature, at least in part, by Christ 
in the incarnation. So kenoT'ic (-ot-) a., 
kenot'iciSM(3) n. [Gk kenosis (kenoo vb 
empty f. kenos, see -osis)] 

Ken'tish, a. Of Kent; || ~ fire, prolonged 
volley of applause or demonstration of 
dissent; ~ man (born W. of Medway, 
opp. man of Kent bom E.); ~ rag, hard 
limestone found in Kent. [OE Centisc 
(Cent f. L Cantium, see -ish1)] 

kent'ledge, n. (naut.). Pig-iron used as 
permanent ballast. [f. F quintelage 
ballast, w. assim. to kentle quintal; see 
-AGE] 

kep'i, n. French military cap with hori¬ 
zontal peak. [f. F kipi f. G-Swiss kappi 
dim. of kappe cap ] 

Kepler’s laws. See law1. 
kept. See keep1. 
ke'ratin, n. Nitrogenous substance form¬ 
ing the basis Of horns, claws, nails, etc. 
[as foil. -f-in] 

ke'ratose, a. & n. 1. Of horny substance. 
2, n. Horn-like substance forming part of 
some sponges, [f. Gk keras -atos horn + 
-OSE1] 

II k6rb, "curb, n. 1. Stone edging to 
pavement or raised path; ~-stone, one of 
stones forming this. 2. (St. Exch. si.). 
The street ; ~-stone broker (not a member 
of the Stock Exchange); ~ market, (place 
for) sale of securities after hours or of 
shares not dealt with on the Stock Ex¬ 
change). [var. of curb n. ] 

kerch'ief (-If), n. Cloth used to cover 
head; (poet.) handkerchief. Hence ~ed2 
(-Iffc) a. [ME curchef, ker-, f. OF couvre- 
chief, caevrc-, (covrir COYER + chief head f. 
L caput) ] 

kerf, n. Slit made by cutting, esp. with 
saw; cut end of felled tree. [OE cyrf, f. 
St. Of CARVE ] 

kdrm'es (-iz), n. Pregnant female of an 
insect, formerly taken for a berry, feeding 
on ~ oak, an evergreen oak of S. Europe 
& N. Africa; red dye-stuff consisting of 
dried bodies of these; amorphous trisul¬ 
phide of antimony, of brilliant red. [also 
lfith c. chermez, f. F kermes & It. chermes 
f. Arab. & Pers. qirmiz] 

kevni'ts n. Periodical fair in Holland etc., 
with much noisy merrymaking. [Du., 
orig. = ma83 on anniversary of dedication 
of church, when yearly fair was held. 
(kerk kirk -f miss MASS*)] 

kern(e), n. (hist.). Light-armed Irish foot- 
-soldier; peasant, boor. [f. Ir. ceithern] 

kern'el, n. Softer (U3U. edible) part with¬ 
in hard shell of nut or stone-fruit; body 
of seed within husk etc., e.g. grain of 
wheat; nucleus, centre of formation 
(often fig.). [OE cyrnel, dim. of 
CORN] 

ke'rosene, -ine (-en), n. Lamp-oil ob¬ 
tained by distillation of petroleum & from 
coal & bituminous shale, paraffin, [irreg. 
f. Gk keros wax + -ene J 

key 

n. attrib. ~ blue, a breed of 
[place] 

keks'ey (-zi), n. Kind of coarse narrow 
cloth woven from long wool, usu. ribbed. 
[ME, proffi f. K~ in Suffolk] 

kdrs'eymere (-zi-), n. Twilled fine woollen 
cloth; (pi.) trousers of this. [alt. of cassi- 
mere, var. of cashmere, assim. to prec.] 

kes'trel, n. Species of small hawk. [10th 
c. cast-, kist-, kest-, perh. f. OF cresserclle 
of unkn. orig. ] 

kStch, n. Two-masted vessel with mizzen- 
-mast stepped forward of rudder, [in 15th 
c. cache, catch, f. catch1- 2] 

ketch'up, n. Sauce made from juice of 
mushrooms, tomatoes, etc. [prob. f. 
Chin, kte-chiap brine of pickled fish] 

ket'one, n. One of a class of organic com¬ 
pounds allied to the aldehydes of which 
acetone is the simplest, [f. G keton alt. 
of acetone] 

ket'tle, n. Vessel, usu. of metal with spout 
& handle, for boiling water; itsh1-~; a 
pretty ~ offish, awkward state of affairs; 
—drum(mer), (player of) hollow brass 
or copper hemisphere, over edge of which 
parchment is stretched & tuned to defi¬ 
nite note; ~-drwm, (also) large afternoon 
tea-party; -—holder, piece of cloth etc. to 
protect hand from heat of ~ handle. 
Hence~ful(2) n. [f. ONketill = OE cetel, 
cietel (ME chetel), OS ketel, OHG kczzil, 
Goth. *katils f. L catillus, catinus] 

kev'el, n. (naut.). Peg, cleat, usu. fixed in 
pairs, to which certain ropes are belayed. 
[ME, f. ONF keville (F cheville) f. L 
clavicula dim. of clavis key] 

Kew Gardens, n. pi. National botanical 
gardens at Kew, London. 

key1 (ke), n. 1. Instrument, usu. of iron, 
for moving bolt of lock forwards or back¬ 
wards ; get, have, the~ of the street, be shut 
out for the night, homeless; master1 ~. 
2. House of Keys, elective branch of 
legislature of I. of Man; St Peter’s ~s, 
cross ~s borne in Papal arms. 3. What 
gives or precludes opportunity for or- 
access to something; golden, silver, ~, 
money used as bribe. 4. (ph). Ecclesiasti¬ 
cal authority as transmitted to the Pope, 
esp. power of the ~s. 5. Place that from 
its position gives control of sea, territory, 
etc. 6. Solution, explanation, literal 
translation of foreign book; book of 
solutions of mathematical problems etc.; 
word or S3rstem for solving cipher or code 
(also ~'word). 7. (Mus.) system of notes 
definitely related to each other & based 
on particular note; (fig.) tone, style, of 
thought or expression; ~'note, note on 
which a ~ is based, (fig.) prevailing tone 
or idea. 8. Piece of wood or metal inserted 
between others to secure them. 9. Part 
of first coat of wall plaster passing be¬ 
tween laths & so securing the rest. 10. 
Lever pressed by finger in playing organ, 
piano, flute, concertina, etc.; similar 
lever in typewriter etc. 11. Instrument 

rry, 
terrier. 
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|| kib'ble2, v.t. Grind coarsely, [orig. 

key 

for grasping screws, pegs, nuts, etc., esp. 
one for winding. 12. —'board, set of ~s on 
piano etc.; ~-bugle (fitted with ~s to 
increase number of sounds); ole (by 
which ~ is put into lock); ~ industry, one 
essential to the carrying on of others, e.g. 
coal-mining, dyeing; ~ mav (in bare 
outline, to simplify use of full map); ~ 
(move), (chess) first move in solution of a 
problem; —ring (for keeping ~s on);~- 
stone, voussoir at summit of arch locking 
the whole together, (fig.) central principle 
etc. on which all depends. Hence —'less 
(ke-) a. [OB ceeg(e), OFris kei, kay, of 
unkn. orig. ] 

key2 (ke), v.t. Fasten (often in, on, etc.) 
with pin, wedge, bolt, etc.; regulate 
pitch of strings of (piano etc.); word (an 
advertisement in a particular periodical) 
so that answers to it can be identified 
(usu. by varying the form of address 
given); (flg.)~ up, stimulate (person to do, 
to condition etc.), raise the tone or stan¬ 
dard of, brace up, raise (offer, demand, 
endeavour), [f. prec. ] 

key3 (ke), n. Low island or reef. [f. Sp. 
cayo, see cay, quay ] 

khadd'ar (ka-), n. Indian homespun cloth. 
[Hindi] 

hhakan (kahkahn'), n. = kiian1. [f. Turk. 
khaqan king, emperor] 

kha'ki (kah-), a. & n. 1. Dust-coloured, 
dull-yellow. 2. n. ~ fabric of twilled 
cotton or wool, used in Brit, army since 
S.-African war. [Hind., = dusty (khak 
dust)] 

lthal'ifa, khal'ifat, (ka-), nn. = caliph- 

(ate). 
kham'sin (ka-), n. Hot S. or S.E. wind in 
Egypt for about 50 days in March, April, 
& May. [Arab, (khamsun fifty)] 

khan1 (kan, kahn), n. Title of rulers & 
officials in Central Asia, Afghanistan, etc.; 
(hist.) supreme ruler of Turkish, Tartar, 
& Mongol tribes, & emperor of China, in 
Middle Ages. Hence ~'ate'(1) n. [Turk., 
alt. f. KHAKAN] 

khan2 (kan, kahn), n. Caravanserai. 
[Arab., = inn] 

khe'da (ka-), kSdd'ah, n. Enclosure used 
in Bengal etc. to catch elephants. [Hind. 
(-da)] 

Khedive' (kidev'), n. (hist.). Title of 
viceroy of Egypt, accorded to Ismail 
Pasha by Turkish Government in 1867; 
abolished in 1914. Hence Khedi'v(i)AL 
(kide-) aa. [f. F ktiAdive ult. f. Pers. ] 

khi (ki), n. Greek letter (X, x) = ch. [Gk] 
lthid'mutgar (ki-), n. Male servant who 
waits at table (in India), [f. Urdu khid- 
matgar (khidmat service + -gar suf.)] 

khil'afat, n. = khalifat ; (hist.) ~ agita¬ 
tion, anti-British movement in India 
based on Moslem resentment of the loss of 
power by Islam in & after the 1914-18 
war, & contemporary Hindu discontents. 

II kib'ble1, n. Iron hoisting-bucket used in 
mines. [17th c., f. G kiibel] 

unkn. ] 
kibbutz' (keboots'), n. Communal farming 
centre in Israel, [mod. Heb. ] 

kibe, n. Ulcerated chilblain, esp. on heel; 
tread on one’s ~s, hurt his feelings. [ME ; 
prob. f. W cibi (also cibwst)] 

klWt'ka, n. Tartar’s circular tent covered 
with felt; Tartar household; Russian 
hooded sledge. [Russ.] 

*kib'itzer, n. (colloq.). Meddlesome 
person, one who gives advice gratuitously, 
one who watches a game of cards from 
behind the players. [Yiddish, f. G 
kiebitz looker-on] 

kf b'lah, n, Point to which Mohammedans 
turn at prayer, i.e. temple at Mecca, [f. 
Arab, qiblah (qabala be opposite)] 

kib'osh (or kibSsh'), n. (si.). Nonsense, 
humbug; put the ~ on, do for, knock on 
tho head. [orig. unkn. ] 

kick1, n. Act of kicking; (colloq.) react¬ 
ing-power, resilience, (has no ~ left); 
(colloq.) sharp stimulant effect, pleasur¬ 
able thrill (has some ~ in it); prop1-, 
place-, ~ ; more ~s (harshness) than half¬ 
pence (kindness); recoil of gun when dis¬ 
charged; (footb.) good, bad, etc., ~ 
(kicker), ~-off, ~ with which game is 
started; ~-starter, lever on motor-cycle 
by kicking which it can be started, [f. 
foil. ] 

kick2, v.i. & t. 1. Strike out with the foot; 
~ against the pricks, resist to one’s own 
hurt. 2. Show annoyance, dislike, etc. 
(against, at, proposal, treatment). 3. 
Strike with foot; (si.) ~ the bucket, die; ~ 
one’s heels. 4. Drive, move, (thing) by 
~ing. 5. (footb.). Score (goal) by a kick. 
6. Drive forcibly & contemptuously (out, 
downstairs, etc.;~ one upst airs, fig., shelve 
him by giving him peerage or titular 
promotion). 7. ~ off, throw off (shoes) 
by ~ing, (footb.) begin game; ~ up, 
raise (dust), create (fuss, noise), ~ up its 
heels (of horse in play); ~ing-strap (ar¬ 
ranged to prevent carriage-horse from 
~ing). [ME kike, of unkn. orig. ] 

kick3, n. Indentation in bottom of glass 
bottle, [orig. unkn.] 

kick'er, n. In vbl senses, esp. horse given 
to kicking, [-er1] 

kick'shaw, n. Fancy dish in cookery 
(usu. derog.); toy, trifle, [f. F quelque 
chose something] 

kid1, n., & v.t. & i. (-dd-). 1. Young of 
goat; leather from skin of this, used for 
gloves & boots; the Kids or Kid, three 
small stars in Auriga; (si.) child, whence 
~d'Y3 n.; ~-glove (adj.), over-dainty, 
avoiding everyday work etc. 2. v.t. Give 
birth to (~); (v.i.) give birth to ~. [ME 
kide f. ON kith f. Gmc *kithjam, rel. to 
OHG chizzi, -in] 

kid2, v.t. (-dd-), & n. (si.). Hoax, humbug, 
(vb often a,bs.). [perh. f. prec.] 

kid3, n. Small wooden tub, esp. (formerly) 
sailor’s mess-tub. [perh. var. of kit1] 
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Kidd'erminster, n. Town In Worcester¬ 
shire ; ~ carpet (with pattern formed by 
intersection of two cloths of different 
colours). 

kid'die, n. Barrier in river with opening 
fitted with nets etc. to catch fish; arrange¬ 
ment of stake-nets on sea-beach. [ME, f. 
AF kidel, = OF quidel, guidel, mod. -eau] 

kid'nap, v.t. (-pp-). Steal (child); carry 
off (person) by illegal force. Hence ~piiR1 
n. [kid1+ nap = nab] 

kid'ney, n. (pi. ~s). One of pair of glandu¬ 
lar organs in abdominal cavity of mam¬ 
mals, birds, & reptiles, serving to excrete 
urine & so remove effete nitrogenous 
matter from blood; ~ of sheep, cattle, & 
pigs, as food; temperament, nature, as 
a man of that ~, of the right ~; (also ~ 
potato) oval kind of potato; ||~ bean, (1) 
dwarf French bean, (2) scarlet-runner. 
[ME kidnei, pi. kidneiren, of obsc. forma¬ 
tion] 

kief. See kef. 

kie-kie (ke'ke), n. New Zealand climbing 
plant with leaves used for baskets etc. 
[Maori] 

kier, n. Vat in which cloth is boiled for 
bleaching etc. [f. ON her, = OHG char, 
Goth, kas] 

kieselguhr (kc'zlgoor), n. Diatomaceous 
earth used for polishing & as absorbent 
of nitro-glycerine in manufacture of 
dynamite. [G kiesel gravel + dial, gulir 
earthy deposit] 

Kikuyu' (-ooyoo), n. (Member, language, 
of) a Bantu-speaking people of E. Africa; 
(used for) the controversy in the Anglican 
Church on the admissibility to Holy 
Communion of members of other Christian 
Churches. [~ in Brit. E. Africa (now 
Kenya), a conference at which in 1913 
gave rise to the controversy] 

kil'derkin, n. Cask for liquids etc., con¬ 
taining 16 or 18 gal.; this as measure, 
[alt. of ME kinderkin f. MDu. kinde(r)kin, 
kinneken, dim. of kintal quintal; see 
-KIN] 

kill1 v.t. & i. 1. Put to death, slay (~ two 
birds with one stone, effect two purposes at 
once); (of disease, grief, shock, drink, poi¬ 
son, etc.) cause the death of; ~ off, get 
rid of (number of persons etc.) by ~ing. 
2. (Abs., esp. sport.) perform act of 
~ing, do execution. 3. (Intr., quasi-pass.) 
yield good or much meat when ~ed, as 
pigs do not ~ well at that age. 4. Represent 
in fiction etc. as dead, as ~ your villain in 
the last chapter. 5. Destroy vitality of 
(plant, disease, etc.); destroy, put an end 
to, (feelings etc.). 6. Neutralize (colour 
etc.) by contrast. 7. Consume (time) for 
the sake of doing so. 8. Overwhelm 
(person) with admiration, amusement, 
etc. (got up to ~, fascinatingly dressed), 
whence ~'ing2 a., ~'IngLY2 adv. 9. 
(lawn tennis) strike (ball) so that it 
cannot be returned; (footb.) stop (ball) 
dead. 10. Contrive defeat of (bill in 

-kin 

Parliament). 11. ~ (fatally harm) with 
(mistaken) kindness; ~-devil, artificial 
bait made to spin in water; ~'joy, one 
who throw's gloom over social enjoyment; 

n. & a., (occupation) intended to 
~ time. [ME ciille, kille, of unkn. orig. ] 

kill2, n. Act of killing; animal killed, esp. 
by sportsman, [f. prec.] 

kill'er, n. One who, that which, kills; 
murderous ruffian; humane ~; ~ whale, 
voracious cetacean (esp. the grampus). 
[-ER1] 

kill'ick, -ock, n. Heavy stone used by 
small craft as anchor; small anchor; 
II (nav. si.) leading rating. [17th c., of 
unkn. orig. ] 

kiln (or kil), n. Furnace, oven, for burning, 
baking, or drying, esp. (lime—) for cal¬ 
cining lime, or (brick-~) baking bricks: 
~-dry v.t., dry in ~. [OE cylene f. L 
culina kitchen] 

kil'o (or ke-), n. (pi. ~s). Abbr. for kilo- 

gram(me), kilometre. [F] 
kil'o- in comb., arbitrary representative 

(f. F) of Gk khilioi 1,000, as: ■'-•cycle, unit 
of frequency of vibration (1,000 oscilla¬ 
tions per second) used esp. of wireless 
waves; ~gram(me), weight of 1,000 
grammes (2 205 lb. avoird.); ^gramme’Ire 
(-ter), energy that will raise one kilo¬ 
gram to the height of one metre; ~litre, 
~liter, (-leter), measure of 1,000 litres 
(35-31 cub. ft); ~metre, ~meter, measure of 
1,000 metres (3280.89 ft), whence •—mW- 
ric(al) aa.; ~<on, unit of explosive power 
equivalent to 1,000 tons of T.N.T.; ~watt, 
1,000 v'atts. 

kilt1, v.t. Tuck up (skirts) round body; 
gather in vertical pleats (esp. in p.p.). 
[of Scand. orig.; cf. Da. kilte (op) tuck 
(up), Sw. dial, kilta sw'athe, ON kilting, 
kjalla skirt, lap] 

kilt2, n. Skirt, usu. of tartan cloth, reach¬ 
ing from waist to knee, part of Highland 
male dress; similar garment worn by 
children & young women. Hence kil'tie 
[-Y3 ] n., wearer of a ~, esp. kilted High¬ 
land soldier, [f. prec. ] 
•kil'ter, ke-, n. Good working order (out 
of ~, not working properly). [Eng. dial.) 

kimon'o, n. (pi. ~s). Long loose Japanese 
robe with wide short sleeves, held to¬ 
gether by a sash; European dressing- 
-gown or wrap modelled on this. [Jap.] 

kin, n. & a. Ancestral stock, family, as 
comes of good ~ ; one’s relatives; kith & 
~; (pred. adj.) related, as we are ~, he is 
~ to me; of ~, akin, related by blood ties 
or (fig.) in character; near of ~, closely 
related; next of ~. Hence ~'less a. 
[OE cynn, OS kunni, OHG chunni, ON 
kyn, Goth, kuni f. Gmc *kunjam f. root 
*kin, *kan, *kun cogn. w. L genus] 

-kin, suf. form, dimm., corresp. to MDu. 
-kijn, -ken, MLG -kin = OHG -chin, G 
-chen; chiefly in wds f. Du., incl. early 
proper names, as Malkin,Perkin, Simkin; 
some w'ds in -kin are of doubtful orig. 
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Lambkin is the only E formation of real 
currency. 

kin'chin, n. (cant). Child; ~ lay, prac¬ 
tice of stealing money from children sent 
on errands. [16th c. cant, prob. f. G 
kindchen (kind child, see prec.)] 

kln'cob (-ngk-), n. Rich Indian stuff em¬ 
broidered with gold or silver, [f. Urdu 
kimkhab] 

kind1, n. 1. Race, natural group, of 
animals, plants, etc., as human ~, the 
rabbit ~. 2. Class, sort, variety, as of what 
~ is it?, of a different ~; something of the 
~, something like the thing in question; 
nothing of the ~, not at all like it; 
(derog.) we had coffee of a ~ (that scarcely 
deserved the name). 3. (eccl.). Each of the 
two elements in the Eucharist. 4. (In 
transposed constr.) what ~ of tree is this ?, 
of what ~ is this tree?, this is the ~ of 
thing I meant (a thing of the ~ I meant); 
(colloq.) these ~ of men (men of this ~) 
annoy me. 5. (Implying looseness, vague¬ 
ness, exaggeration, etc., in the term used) 
he is a ~ of stockbroker, of millionaire, felt 
a ~ of compunction-, (colloq.) I ~ of (to 
some extent) expected it. II 6. (arch.). 
Nature in general, a-s the law of ~; way, 
fashion, natural to person etc., as they 
act after their ~. 7. Character, quality, 
as they differ in ~ (not merely in degree). 
8. In ~, (of payment) in goods or natural 
produce, not in money, (of repayment, 
esp. fig.) repay his insolence in ~ (with 
insolence). [OE gecynde (ge- Y- + "cynde 
f. root kun- see kin)] 

kind2, a. Of gentle or benevolent nature; 
friendly in one’s conduct to (person etc.); 
affectionate; -—hearted, having a~ heart. 
Hence ~'ly1 [-LY2] adv. (often politely in 
requests, or ironically in commands), 
~'NESS n. [OE gecynde (as prec.); orig. = 
natural, native] 

kin'dergal'ten, n. School for developing 
mind3 of children by object-lessons, toys, 
games, etc. Hence ~ish n. [G, = chil¬ 
dren’s garden] 

kin'dle, v.t. & i. Set on fire, light, (flame, 
fire, substance); (fig.) inflame, inspire, 
(passion etc.), stir up (person to emotion 
etc., to do); (intr.) catch fire, burst into 
flame; (fig.) become animated, glow with 
passion etc.; make, become, bright, 
(cause to) glow (often up)-, hence kind- 
Iing 1 n., (esp., sing, or pi.) small wood for 
lighting fires. [ME, f. ON kynda kindle 
+ -le(3); cf. ON kyndill candle, torch] 

kind'lly2 (for^j/1 see kind2), a. Kind; (of 
climate etc.) pleasant, genial; || (arch.) 
native-born, as a ~y Scot. Hence ~ily2 

adv., ~iness n. [OE gecyndelic (as kind2, 
see -ly1)] 

kin'dred, n. & a. 1. Blood relationship; 
(fig.) resemblance in character; one’s 
relatives. 2. adj. Related by blood; (fig.) 
allied, connected, similar, as frost tfr ~ 
phenomena, ~ spirit. [ME, f. kin + -red, 
OE reeden condition, reckoning] 

kine. See cow1, 
kinem'a, orig. form of cinema. 

kinemat'ic, a. & n. 1. Of motion con¬ 
sidered abstractly without reference to 
force or mass. 2. n. pi. Science of this. 
Hence ~al a. [f. Gk kinema -matos 
motion (kineo move, see -M) + -ic] 

kinematograph, -ic, -y. = cinemato¬ 

graph etc. 
kinet'ic, a. & n. 1. Of, due to, motion; ~ 
energy; ~ theory of heat, of gases (that 
heat, the gaseous state, is due to motion 
of particles). 2. n. pi. Science of the re¬ 
lations between the motions of bodies & 
the forces acting on them. [f. Gk kineli- 
kos (kineo move, see -etic)] 

king1, n. 1. Male sovereign (esp. heredi¬ 
tary) ruler of independent state. 2. (Hist.) 
K— Emperor (of U.K. & India; also of 
Austria-Hungary); K~ Log, Stork, 
rulers going to extremes of laissez-faire, 
oppression (w. ref. to fable of the frogs); 
K~ of ~s, God, (also) title assumed by 
many Eastern ~s; K~ of Terrors, Death; 
K~ Charles’s spaniel; || K~’s bench, 

BOUNTY, COLOUR1, COUNSEL1, ENGLISH, 

EVIDENCE1, HEAD1, HIGHWAY, PIPE1, SHIL¬ 

LING, weather ; K~ of the Castle, child’s 
game. 3. Great merchant etc., as fur, 
railway, ~. 4. ~ of beasts, birds, lion, 
eagle. 5. Best kind (of fruits, plants, etc.). 
6. (Chess) piece that has to be protected 
from checkmate, ~'s bishop, knight, rook, 
pawn (placed on ~’s side of board at 
beginning); (draughts) piece that, having 
traversed the board & reached opponent’s 
base-line, is crowned; (cards) card bear¬ 
ing representation of ~, & usu. ranking 
next below ace. 7. ~'bird, kind of bird of 
paradise, (also) American tyrant fly- 
-catcher; ~ 'bolt, main or large bolt;~- 
■crab, kinds of marina arachnid with 
crustacean affinities having horseshoe- 
-shaped carapace; craft, skilful exercise 
of royalty; buttercup, II (also) 
marsh marigold; fisher, small bird with 
dagger-shaped bill & brilliant plumage, 
feeding on fish it captures by diving; 
~'maker, one who sets up ~s, esp. Earl of 
Warwick in reign of Henry VI; || K~ of 
Arms, any of five chief heralds of College 
of Arms, Garter, Clarenc(i)eux, Norroy, 
(Scotland) Lyon, (Ireland, formerly) 
Ulster; ~’pin, = ~bolt, also fig.; ~'pos(, 
upright post from tie-beam to rafter-top; 
'—’s evil, scrofula, formerly held to be 
curable by ~’s touch; ~’s peg, drink of 
champagne & brandy; || K~’s Roll (of 
employers pledged to employ at least 
a fixed proportion of ex-service men). 
Hence~'LESS,~'LlKE,~'LY1,aa.,~'liNESS, 
~'ship(1), nn. [OE cyning, OS, OHG 
kuning, ON kuningr f. Gmc *kuningaz 
(KIN, -ING3)] 

king2, v.i. & t. Act the king, govern, esp. 
~ it; make (person) a king. [f. prec. ] 

king'dom, n. Monarchical State; United 
K~, Great Britain & Northern Ireland; 
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territory subject to king; spiritual reign 
of God, sphere of this, esp. the ~ of 
heaven; domain; province of nature, esp. 
animal, vegetable, mineral, ~; (si.) <— 
■come, the next world (echo of thy ~ come 
in Lord’s Prayer). Hence ~ed2 (-omd) a. 
[OE cyningdom (as king1, see -DOM)] 

king'llet, n. Petty king (usu. derog.), so 
'—ling1 n.; golden-crested wren, [-let] 

kink, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Back twist in wire 
or chain or rope such as may cause ob¬ 
struction or a break; (fig.) mental twist, 
crotchet. 2. v.i. (Of rope etc.) form a ~ ; 
(v.t.) cause (rope) to do this. Hence ~'y2 
a. [f. MLG kinke, Du. kink f. root *kink, 
*kik twist; cf. Icel. kikna bend at the 
knees; vb f. Du. lcinken] 

kink'ajou (-do), n. Arboreal animal with 
prehensile tail allied to racoon, [f. F 
quincajou f. N. Amer. Ind. ] 

kinn'ikinic', n. Mixture of dried sumach- 
-leaves, bark of willow, etc., as substitute 
for tobacco, or mixed with it; any plant 
used for this. [Algonquin] 

ki'nd (ke-), n. Gum of various trees, re¬ 
sembling catechu, & used in medicine & 
tanning as astringent. [W.-Afr.] 

kins'lfolk (-ok), n. pi. Relations by blood. 
So ~MAN, ~ WOMAN, nn. [f. KIN + FOLK] 

kin'ship, n. Blood relationship; simila¬ 
rity, alliance, in character. [-SHIP] 

kin'tal, early form of quintal. 

kiosk', n. Light open pavilion in Turkey 
& Persia; Tildiz J£~, Turkish Sultan’s 
palace; light out-of-door structure for 
sale of newspapers, bandstand, etc.; 
structure for public telephone, [f. F 
kiosque f. Turk, kiushk] 

kip1, n. Hide of young or small beast as 
used for leather, [in E sense ‘set or 
bundle of hides ’ f. MDu. kip, kijp] 

kip2, n., & v.i. (-pp-; si.). Common lodg¬ 
ing-house ; lodging; bed; (v.i.) sleep, [cf. 
Da. kippe mean hut or alehouse] 

kipp'er1, n. Male salmon in spawning 
season; kippered fish, esp. herring, [of 
obsc. orig.; formally = OE cypera (once)] 

kipp'er2, v.t. Cure (salmon, herring, etc.) 
by splitting open, cleaning, rubbing with 
salt, pepper, etc., & drying in open air or 
smoke, [f. prec.] 

Kirghiz (kergez'), a. & n. (Member, lan¬ 
guage) of a Mongolian people living on 
the Caspian, N.E. of the Kalmucks. 

II kfi’k, n. (Sc. & north.) church; (in E use) 
K~ of Scotland, Church of Scotland as 
opp. to Church of England or to Episcopal 
Church in Scotland; ~'man, member of 
K~ of Scotland; ~ session, lowest court 
in K~ of Scotland & (hist.) other Pres¬ 
byterian Churches, composed of ministers 
& elders. [ME, f. ON kirkja, itself f. OE 
circe church] 

kirsch(wasser) (kdtsh'vahser), n. Spirit 
distilled from fermented liquor of wild 
cherries. [G (kirsche cherry + wasscr 
water) ] 

II kik'tle, n. (arch.). Woman’s gown or 

kitchenette 
outer petticoat; man’s tunic or coat. [OE 
cyrlel, = ON kyrtill, ult. perh. f. L curlus 
short ] 

kis'met, n. Destiny. [Turk., f. Arab. 
qisma(t) f. qasama divide] 

kiss \ n. Caress given with lips; (billiards) 
impact between moving balls; kind of 
sugar-plum. [OE coss (ME cos(s), ousts), 
kisse) f. Gmc. *kussaz (foil.); form kiss f. 
the vb ] 

kiss2, v.t. Touch with the lips, esp. as 
sign of love, affection, greeting, or rever¬ 
ence ; (abs., of two persons) ~ & be friends, 
become reconciled; (billiards, of ball) 
touch (ball) with kiss1 (also abs. of two 
balls); ~ away, remove (tears etc.) with 
kisses; ~ the book (Bible, in taking oath); 
~ the dust, yield abject submission, (also) 
be slain; ~ the ground, prostrate oneself 
in token of homage, (fig.) be brought low; 
~ one’s hand to, wave a kiss to; ~ hands 
or the hand (of sovereign etc. as ceremonial 
salutation or on appointment to office); ~ 
the rod, accept chastisement submissively; 
—in-the-ring, game for young people in 
which one pursues & ~es another of 
opposite sex; '—me-quick, small bonnet 
standing far back on head, curl worn on 
forehead. Hence~'able a.,~'abLY2 adv. 
[OE cyssan, OS cussian, OHG chussen, 
ON kyssa (Goth, kukjan) f. Gmc *kussjan 
f. *kussaz ] 

kiss'ingl, a. In vbl senses; ~-crust, soft 
crust where loaf has touched another in 
baking. [-ING2] 

kiss'ing2, n. In vbl senses; || —gate (hung 
in U or V shaped enclosure); ~ kina, on 
affectionate terms, [-ing1] 

kit1, n., & v.t. & i. (tt-). 1. II Wooden tub 
for various purposes; (articles carried in) 
soldier’s etc. pack etc.; personal equip¬ 
ment, esp. as packed for travelling; 
workman’s outfit; ~-i>ap (for carrying 
soldier’s or traveller’s ~). 2. vb. Fit out, 
be fitted out, with ~ (freq. up), [f. MDu. 
kitte wooden vessel; orig. unkn. ] 

kit2, n. Abbr. of kitten. 

kit3, n. (now rare). Small fiddle used by 
dancing-master, [perh. ult. as cithern] 

kiRcat, n. A'~ Club, club of Whig politi¬ 
cians founded under James II; member of 
this; ~ {portrait), portrait of less than half- 
-length, but including hands, [f. Christo¬ 
pher (or Kit) Cat, keeper of pie-house 
where club met ] 

kitch'en, n. Part of house where food is 
cooked; ~ garden (for fruit & vegetables); 
~-maid, servant employed in ~, usu. 
under cook; ~ midden ; ~ physic, good & 
plentiful food; ~-stuff, ~ requisites, esp. 
vegetables. [OE cycene, OS *kukina, 
OHG chuhhina f. *cocina var. of LL 
coquina (coguere cook)] 

kitch'ener, n. || Cooking-range; person 
in charge of monastery kitchen, [-er1 ] 

kitchenette', n. Small room, alcove, etc., 
fitted up as miniature kitchen & scullery 
(esp. in modern flat). [-ETTE] 
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kite, n., v.i. & t. 1. Bird of prey of same 
family as falcon, with long wings, usu. 
forked tail, & no tootli in bill; rapacious 
person, sharper; toy consisting of light 
wooden frame, usu. in form of isosceles 
triangle with circular arc as base, with 
paper stretched over it, flown in strong 
wind by string; box2—■; fly a ~, (fig.) 
make experiment to gauge public opinion 
etc.; (coinmerc. si.) accommodation bill 
(fly a ~, raise money by this); (pi.) highest 
sails of ship, set only in light wind; ~ 
balloon, sausage-shaped captive balloon 
for military observation; K~'mark, trade 
mark (representing a ~) on goods ap¬ 
proved by the British Standards Institu¬ 
tion. 2. v.i. Soar like ~; (v.t.) cause to 
do this, (coinmerc.) convert into ~. [OE 
cyta, of unkn. orig. ] 

kith, n. ~ & kin, friends & relations. [OE 
cythth f. Gmc *kunthitha f. *kunth- known 
(see uncouth, -th1)] 

kitsch n. Worthless pretentiousness in 
(esp. dramatic) art. [G] 

kitt'en, n., & v.t. 1. Young of cat; skittish 
young girl. 2. v.t. Bring forth (~s, or 
abs.). Hence ^ish1 a. [ME lcito(u)n, 
ketoun f. AF +kitoun, *ket- = OF chitoun, 
chetoun dim. of chat cat] 

kitt'iwake, n. Kind of sea-gull, [imit.] 
kit'tle, a. Ticklish, difficult to deal with, 

esp. ~ cattle (usu. fig. of persons or things), 
[f. ME (now Sc. & dial.) kittle, prob. f. 
ON kitla — OS kitilon, OHG chizzilon] 

kittul' (-obi), kitool', n. Kind of palm; 
strong black fibre from leaf-stalks of this, 
[f. Sinhalese kitul] 

kitt'y1, n. Pet name for kitten, [f. kit2 + 
-Y3] 

kitt'y2, n. Pool in some card games; 
joint fund; (bowls) jack. [orig. unkn.] 

ki'wi (ke'we), n. = apteryx; || (si.) non- 
-flying member of Air Force; (colloq., 
K~) a New Zealander. [Maori] 

Klax'on, n. Powerful electric motor-horn. 
[P; f. Gk klazo shriek] 

klepht, n. One of the Greeks who after 
Turkish conquest of Greece in 15th c. 
maintained independence in mountains; 
brigand, [f. mod. Gk klcphtes i. Gk 
kleptes thief] 

klept|oman'ia, n. Irresistible tendency 
to theft in persons not tempted to it by 
needy circumstances. Hence ~man'iac n. 
[f. Gk kleptes thief+ -o-+-mania] 

klip'springer, n. Small S.-Afr. antelope. 
[Afrikaans (klip rock + springer springer)] 

kloof, n. Ravine, valley, in S. Africa. 
[Du., = cleft] 

kn-. In all words beginning thus k is silent, 
knack, n. Acquired faculty of doing a 
thing adroitly; ingenious device; trick, 
habit, of action, speech, etc. Hence 
~'Y2 a. [prob. = ME knack sharp blow 
or sound, of LG orig.; cf. Du., LG lcnak 
&c.; ult. imit.] 

knack'ier, n. II One who buys & slaughters 
useless horses, whence ~ery(3) n.; one 
who buys old houses, ships, etc., for the 
materials, [orig. unkn.] 

knag, n. Knot in wood, base of a branch. 
Hence ~g'Y2 (-g-) a. [ME, perh. f. LG 
knagge] 

knap1, n. (dial.). Crest of hill, rising 
ground. [OE cnsep(p), cogn. w. ON 
knappr knob ] 

knap2, v.t. (-pp-). Break (flints for roads 
or building) with hammer, whence 
~p,ER1(l, 2) n.; (Bibl., dial.) knock, rap, 
snap asunder, [goes w. loth c. knap 
smart blow, of imit. orig.; cf. knack] 

knap'sack, n. Soldier’s or traveller’s 
canvas or leather bag, strapped to back 
& used for carrying necessaries, cf. ruck¬ 

sack. [LG, prob. f. knappen bite +SACK1] 

knap'weed, n. Common weed with hard 
stem & light purple flowers on dark globu¬ 
lar head. [earlier knapweed (ksov +weed)] 

kndr, n. Knot in wood, esp. protuber¬ 
ance covered with bark on trunk or at 
root of tree. [ME knarre, rel. to LG 
knarre(n), Du. knar stump of tree, knot, 
knob; cf. Knttr(r)] 

knav|e, n. Unprincipled man, rogue, 
whence ~'ery(4), ~'ishNESS, nn., ~'ish1 

a., ~'ishLY2 adv.; (cards) lowest court- 
-card of each suit. [OE cnafa boy, ser¬ 
vant, = OHG knabo f. WG *knabhon-\ 

knead, v.t. Work up (moist flour or 
clay) into dough or paste; make (bread, 
pottery) thus; (fig.) blend, weld together; 
operate on (muscles etc.) as if ~ing, 
massage. Hence ~'able a., ~'er1(1, 2) n. 
[OE cnedan, OS knedan, OHG lcnetan, 
ON knolhat. Gmc *kned-, *knud-] 

knead'ing, n. In vbl senses; —trough, 
wooden trough in which dough is 
kneaded. [-ING1] 

knee1, n. 1. Joint between thigh & lower 
leg in man, corresponding joint in 
animals; give a ~ to, support (pugilist) on 
one’s ~ between rounds, act as second to; 
on one’s ~s, kneeling, esp. in supplication, 
worship, or submission; bring (person) to 
his ~s, reduce him to submission; is on 
the ~s of the gods, is yet uncertain (after 
Homer). 2. Part of garment covering the 
~. 3. Thing like ~ in shape or position, 
esp. piece of wood or iron with angular 
bend. 4. ~-breeches (reaching down to or 
just below ~); ~-cap, convex bone in 
front of ~-joint, (also) protective covering 
for ~; ~-deep, so deep as to reach the ~s; 
~-/iole (table), (writing-table with) hole 
between drawer pedestals to admit ~s: 
~ holly, butcher’s broom; ~-joint, joint of 
~, joint of two pieces hinged together; 

—cap; <—swell, (in Amer. organ 
etc.) lever worked by ~, for producing 
crescendo & diminuendo effects. [OE 
cneo(w), OS knio, OHGfcneo, ON kni, Goth. 
kniu f. Gmc *knewarn, cogn. w. L genu] 

kn-: pronounce n-. 
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knee2, v.t. Touch with the knee; fasten 
(framework etc.) with knees; (colloq.) 
cause (trousers) to bulge at knees, [f. 
prec.] 

kneel, v.i. (kn£lt). Fall, rest, on the knee(s) 
esp. in prayer or reverence (to person). 
[ME cneolen f. OE cneowlian (as knee1)] 

knell1, n. Sound of bell, esp. of one rung 
solemnly after death or at funeral; (fig.) 
announcement, event, etc., regarded as an 
omen of death or extinction. [OE cnyll 
(as foil.)] 

knell2, v.i. & t. (arch.). (Of bell) ring, esp. 
at death or funeral; give forth doleful 
sound; (fig.) sound ominously; (v.t.) 
proclaim as by a knell. [ME knylle f. OE 
cnyllan; ME knell prob. imit. alt. (cf. bell) ] 

knelt. See kneel. 

Kness'et, n. Israeli parliament. [Heb.] 
knew. See know1. 

knick'erbocker, n. CK"~) New Yorker; 
(pi.) loose-fitting breeches gathered in 
at knee. [iO-s pretended author of W. 
Irving’s History ofNeiv York] 

knick'ers, n. pi. Knickerbockers (colloq.); 
woman’s drawers of Knickerbocker shape, 
[abbr. of prec.] 

knick-knack, nick-nack, n. Light dainty 
article of furniture, dress, or food; trinket, 
gimcrack. Hence ~ery(2, 5) n., ^ish1 a. 
[redupl. of knack in obs. sense ‘trinket’] 

knife, n. (pi. knives pr. nivz), & v.t. (-fed). 
1. Blade with sharpened longitudinal 
edge fixed in handle either rigidly, as in 
table, carving, or with hinge, as in 
;pocketor pen3~, used as cutting instru¬ 
ment or as weapon; (of malicious or 
vindictive person) get a ~ into (person); 
war to the~, relentless war; blade forming 
part of machine, as in turnip-cutter etc.; 
the ~, surgical operations, as have a 
horror of the ~ ; before you can say ~, very 
quickly or suddenly; play a good ~ & 
fork, eat heartily. 2. <—board (on which 
knives are cleaned), (transf.) |] double 
bench placed lengthways on the top of 
omnibus; ~-boy (formerly employed to 
clean table-knives); —edge, edge of ~, 
steel wedge on which pendulum etc. 
oscillates, = ar£te ; ~-grinder, itinerant 
sharpener of knives etc., one who grinds 
knives etc. in process of making; ~- 
-machine (for cleaning knives); <—rest, 
metal or glass support for carving ~ or 
fork at table. 3. v.t. Cut, stab, with ~. 
[late OE cnif f. ON knlfr, = MLG knif, 
MDu. cnijf, f. Gme *knibhaz] 

knight (nit),n.,& v.t. 1. Military follower, 
esp. one devoted to service of (lady) as 
attendant or champion in war or tourna¬ 
ment. 2. Person, usu. one of noble birth 
who had served as page & squire, raised 
to honourable military rank by king or 
qualified person. 3. One on whom corre¬ 
sponding rank is conferred as reward for 
personal merit or services to crown or 
country. 4. (hist.). (Also, ~ of the shire) 
person representing shire or county in 

knock 

parliament. 5. (Rom. Ant.) one of the 
class of equites, orig. the cavalry of Roman 
army; (Gk Ant.) citizen of second class 
at Athens. 6. Piece in game of chess, usu. 
with horse’s head. 7. ~ bachelor, com¬ 

mander, COMPANION1, HOSPITALLER, TEM¬ 

PLAR; ~ errant, medieval ~ wandering 
in search of chivalrous adventures, (fig.) 
person of chivalrous or of quixotic spirit; 
~ -errantry, practice, conduct, of a ~ 
errant (lit. & fig.); —heads, two vertical 
timbers supporting bowsprit; ~ of the 
post, one who got his living by giving 
false evidence; ~-service (hist.), tenure 
of land by military service. 8. v.t. Confor 
~hood on. Hence ~'hood n., ~'like, 

~'ly1, aa.,~'LY2 adv. (poet.), (nit-). [OE 
cniht, OS, OIIG kneht f. WG *lcnehta] 

knight'age (nit-), n. Whole body of 
knights; list & account of knights. [-age ] 

knit, v.t. & i. ('—ted or knit). Form (close 
texture, garments etc. of this) of inter¬ 
looping yarn or thread; contract (brow) 
in wrinkles; make, become, close or 
compact (esp. in p.p., as a well-'—frame)-, 
(fig.) unite (t. & i.) intimately by means 
of common interests, marriage, etc., 
(often together); ~ up, repair by ~ting, 
(fig.) close up, conclude, (argument etc.). 
[OE cnyttan, MDu., MLG knutten (G 
dial, knutten) f. WG *knuttjan f. *knutt- 
knot 1 ] 

knitt'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp. work in 
process of ~; <—-needle, slender rod of 
steel, wood, ivory, etc., two or more of 
which are used together in ~. [f. prec. + 
-ING1) 

knit'tle, n. (naut.). Small line made of 
yarn, [f. knit + -le ] 

knob, n., & v.t. & i. (-bb-). 1. Rounded 
protuberance, esp. at end or on surface of 
thing; handle of door (often door—) or 
drawer; small lump (of sugar, coal, etc.); 
(si.) head (usu. nob)-, —'kerrie [after Afri¬ 
kaans knopkierie], short stick with~bed 
head as weapon of S.-Afr. tribes; stick, 
~bed stick, esp. as weapon, || (also) work¬ 
man who works during strike; with ~s 
on (si.), = that, & more (phr. indicating 
ironic or emphatic agreement). 2. v.t. 
Furnish with ~s; (v.i.) bulge out. Hence 
~b'Y2 a., ~b'iNESS n. [ME knobbe f. 
MLG lcnobbe-, cf. Flem. knobbe(n) lump of 
bread] 

knob'bl|e, n. Small knob. Hence ~Y2 a. 
[15th c., f. Du. & LG knobbel dim. of 
prec. ] 

knock1, v.t. & i. I. Strike with hard blow; 
strike door, strike at the door, to gain ad¬ 
mittance; (of motor or other engine) 
make thumping or rattling noise as result 
of loose bearing or other mechanical 
defect; *(sl.) criticize; || (si.) make strong 
impression on, as what ~s me is his impu¬ 
dence-, ~ (person etc.) on the head, stun, 
kill, him by blow on head, (fig.) put an 
end to (scheme etc.); ~ one’s head against, 
(fig.) come into unpleasant collision with 
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(unfavourable facts or conditions); ~ head 
vb, kotow; drive (thing) in, out, off, etc., 
by striking (see also below); ~ into a 
cocK2ed hat; ~ one into the middle of next 
week, send him flying; ~ the bottom out of, 
render (argument etc.) invalid. 2. ~ about, 
strike repeatedly, treat roughly, (intr.) 
wander, lead irregular life; ~ against, 
collide with, come across casually; ~ back 
(si.), drink; ~ down, strike (person etc.) 
to ground with blow, (fig.) cause to 
succumb, (at auction) dispose of (article 
to bidder) by knock with hammer, (colloq.) 
call upon (person for a song etc.), (colloq.) 
lower (prices), (commerc.) take (machin¬ 
ery etc.) to pieces to save space in trans¬ 
port ; ~ off, strike off with blow, leave off 
work, leave off (work), (colloq.) dispatch 
(business) or rapidly compose (verses etc.), 
deduct (sum from price, bill, etc.), ~ 
person’s head off, (fig.) surpass him easily; 
~ out, empty (one’s pipe) by tapping, 
disable (pugilist) so that he cannot re¬ 
spond to call of ‘ Time ’, (fig.) vanquish, 
(colloq.) make (plan etc.) hastily; ~ 
together, put hastily together; ~ under, 
submit, knuckle under; ~ up, drive up¬ 
wards with blow, make or arrange hastily, 
score (runs) rapidly at cricket, arouse 
(person) by ~ing at door, exhaust, become 
exhausted, *(sl.) make pregnant. 3. ~£ 
about n. & a., boisterous, noisy (perform¬ 
ance in music-hall etc.), wandering irregu¬ 
larly, (of clothes) suitable for rough use; 
~-down a. & n., (of blow, lit. & fig.) over¬ 
whelming, (of price at auction) reserve, 
minimum, (n.) free fight; —knees (that~ 
together in walking); ~-kneed, having 
~-knees; ~-out, (blow) that~s boxer out, 
(n.) || one of gang who join at auction to 
buy goods at low price, afterwards re¬ 
selling among themselves, this practice, 
such sale, (si.) outstanding person or thing, 
[late OE cnocian,= ON knoka, prob. imit.J 

knock2, n. Blow; rap esp. at door; sound 
of knocking in motor etc. engine (see 
prec.); (si.) innings at cricket; —up, 
practice or casual game at cricket, fives, 
etc.; lake the~ (si.), be hard hit financially, 
[f. prec. ] 

knock'er, n. In vbl senses, esp.: ap¬ 
pendage, usu. of iron or brass, so hinged 
to door that it may be struck against 
metal plate to call attention (up to the ~, 
si., to perfection); goblin held to dwell 
in mines & indicate presence of ore by 
knocking. [-er1] 

knoll1, n. Small hill, mound. [OE cnoll 
hill-top, rel. to MDu., MHG knolle clod, 
ON knollr hill-top] 

II knoll2, v.t. & i. (arch.). Ring (bell); (of 
bell) sound; toll out (hours); summon by 
sound of bell. [var. of knell] 

knop, n. (arch.). Knob; bud of flower. 
[ME, f. MLG, MDu. knoppe, = OHG 
chnopf] 

knopkierie, n. Afrikaans sp. of knobkcrrie. 
knot \ n. 1. Intertwining of parts of one or 
more ropes, strings, etc., to fasten them to¬ 
gether; granny’s, reef1-, slip-, weaver’s, 

~; ribbon etc. so tied as ornament or 
adjunct to dress, as shoulder, sword, 

top, TRUE-Zo»e, —. 2. (naut.). Division 
marked by ~s on log-line, as measure of 
speed; unit of speed equivalent to a 
nautical mile per hour; (loosely) nautical 
mile (6,080 ft). 3. Difficulty, problem; 
gordian ~; central point in problem or 
plot of story etc., cf. denouement; 

marriage, wedding, -~ (bond). 4. Hard 
lump in animal body; excrescence in 
stem, branch, or root, of plant; (hard 
mass formed in trunk at insertion of 
branch, causing) round cross-grained 
piece in board; node on stem of plant. 
5. Group, cluster, of persons or things. 
6. II (Usu. porter’s~) double shoulder-pad 
used for carrying loads. 7. ~-grass, 
common weed with intricate creeping 
stems & pale pink flowers; ~'work, orna¬ 
mental work representing or consisting 
of intertwined cords, (also) kind of fancy 
needlework. Hence ~'less a. [OE cnotta, 
= Du. knot, LG knutte, MHG knotze f. 
WG *knullon-; cogn. w. OHG chnodo, 
chnoto (G knolen)] 

knot2, v.t. & i. (-tt-). Tie (string etc.) in 
knot; make knots for fringes, (trans.) 
make (fringe) thus, whence -^Ring1 n.; 
knit (one’s brows); unite closely or 
intricately; entangle, [f. prec.] 

knot3, n. Small wading bird of sandpiper 
family, [orig. unkn.] 

knott'ly, a. Full of knots; (fig.) puzzling, 
hard to explain, as ~y subject, question, 
point. Hence ~1ness n. [f. knot1 +-y2] 

knout (or noct), n., & v.t. (Flog with) 
scourge formerly used in Russia, often 
fatal in its effects. [F, f. Russ, nut] 

know1 (n5), v.t. & i. (knew pron. nu, 
~n). 1. Recognize, identify, as I knew 
him at once, knew him for an American, 
shall you ~ him again ?; be able to dis¬ 
tinguish (don’t ~ him from Adam; ~ one 
from another, a hawk1 from a handsaw). 
2. Be acquainted with (thing, place, 
person) by sight, to speak to, etc. (~ by 
name, have heard the name of, be able to 
give the name of); have personal experi¬ 
ence of (fear, pain, etc.); be on intimate 
terms vdth; (bibl.) have sexual inter¬ 
course with. 3. Be aware of (fact), be 
aware (that, how, what, etc.); ~ (person 
etc.) to be (that he is). 4. Be versed in 
(language etc.). 5. He would do it if he 
knew how (knew the way); all one ~s, all 
one can, (adv.) to the utmost of one’3 
power; ~ about, have information about; 
I ~ belter (than that), I am too well in¬ 
formed of the facts to believe that; ~ 
better than, be too well-mannered to do; 
~ of, be aware of; not that I ~ of, not so 
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far as I ~~ one’s own mind, not vacil¬ 
late ; ~ what’s what, have proper know¬ 
ledge of the world & of things in general; 
don’t you ~ (esp. as parenthetic expletive 
in various contexts; it’s such a bore, don't 
you ~); ~ the ropes. 6. ~-all, one who 
~s or professes to ~ everything; ~-hoiv, 
faculty of ~ing how, technical expertness; 
—nothing, ignorant person, (also) ag¬ 
nostic, whence ~ -nothing ism. Hence 
~aBiL'iTY, ~'ableNESS, nn., ~'able a., 
(noo-). (OE (ge)cndwan, OHG -cnahan, 
ON knd, cogn. w. L (g)nosco, Gk gignosko] 

know2 (no), n. (colloq.). In the~, knowing 
(about) the thing in question or what is 
not generally known, [f. prec. ] 

know'ing (nol-), a. In vbl senses, esp.: 
cunning, wide-awake (freq. rather derog.); 
(colloq.) stylish, smart, as a~ hat. Hence 
~NESSn. [-ING2] 

know'ingly (nol-), adv. In a knowing 
manner; consciously, intentionally, as I 
have never ~ injured him. [-ly 2 ] 

knowledge (n<51-), n. Knowing, famili¬ 
arity gained by experience, (of person, 
thing, fact); person’s range of informa¬ 
tion, as it came to my ~ (became known 
to me), not to my ~, not so far as I know, 
he had to my (certain) ~ been bribed (I 
know he had); theoretical or practical 
understanding (of subject, language, etc.); 
the sum of what is known, as every branch 
of ~; (philos.) certain understanding, 
dist. from opinion. Hence ~able (noilj«-) 
a. (colloq.), well-informed, intelligent. 
[ME knaulege, w. earlier vb knawlechen, 
f. know ; second element obsc., perh. f. 
OE -laican f. lac, as in wedlock] 

knuc'kle, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Bone at flnger- 
-joint, esp. at root of Anger; projection of 
carpal or tarsal joint of quadruped; joint 
of meat consisting of this with parts 
above & below it; a rap1 on the~s; near 
the ~ (colloq.), verging on the indecent; 
~&07!.e, bone forming ~, esp. of sheep or 
the like, (pi.) game played with such 
bones; || ~dusler, metal instrument pro¬ 
tecting ~s from injury in striking. 2. v.t. 
Strike, press, rub, with ~s; (v.i.) place 
~s on ground in playing at marbles; ~ 
down, under, give in, submit (to). [ME 
knokel f. MLG, MDu. knokel, dim. of 
knokc bone; cf. G knochel, knochen] 

knur(r), n. Hard excrescence on trunk of 
tree; hard concretion; wooden bail in 
north-country game like trap-ball. [ME 
knorre, rel. to MLG, MDu., MHG lcnorre; 
cf. knar] 

knurl, n. Knot, knob (esp., that by which 
typewriter platen is turned); bead or 
ridge in metal work, whence ~ed2 (-Id) a; 
[prob. f. prec.] 

knut, joc. spelling of ntjt used of youths, 
ko'a, n. An acacia in Sandwich Is. [native] 
koa'la (-ah-), koo'lah (-la), n. Arboreal 
mammal of Australia, like sloth in form, 
[native] 

kob'old, n. (Germ. myth.). Familiar 

kourbash 

spirit, brownie; underground spirit in 
mines etc. [G, of obsc. orig. ] 

kod'ak, n. Kind of photographic camera 
with continuous roll of sensitized film. 
[P] 

koedoe, n. Afrikaans sp. of koodoo. 

ko'el, n. Indian & Australian kinds of 
cuckoo, [f. Hind, kdil f. Skr. kokila] 

koh-i-noor (kol-), n. Famous Indian 
diamond, property of British Crown 
since 1849; anything superb (of its class), 
[f. Pers. kohi nur (koh mountain 4- nur 
light)] 

kohl (kol), n. Powder, usu. antimony, 
used in East to darken eyelids etc. [f. 
Arab, koh’l, see alcohol] 

kohlra'bi (kolrah-), n. Cabbage with 
turnip-shaped stem. [G, f. It. cavoli rape 
pi. (see cole & rape3)] 

Koiil'e, n. The common literary language 
of the Greeks from the close of classical 
Attic to the Byzantine era. [f. Gk koine 
(dialektos) common (language)] 

kola^ See cola. 

Kolar'lan, a. & n. Of various primitive 
non-Aryan tribes in the forests & hill 
districts of Bengal; (n.) ~ native, [f. 
Kolar = Canarese kallar thieves+-ian] 

kolin'sky, n. Fur of the Siberian mink. 
[Russ, (-ski) f. Kola, district in N.-W. 
Russia ] 

kolkhoz' ( koz), n. Collective farm in 
U.S.S.R. [Russ, kol(lektivnoe) khoz- 
(yaistvo) collective farm] 

komita(d)ji. Var. of comitadji. 

koo'doo, kudu (koo'doo), n. Large white- 
-striped spiral-horned S.-Afr. antelope, 
[native] 

kookabuhr'a, n. (Austral.). Laughing jack¬ 
ass. [native] 

koolah. See koala. 

kopec(k), -peek, -pek, = copeck. 

kop'je (-pi), n. (S.-Afr.). Small hill. [Du., 
dim. of kop head] 

koppie, n. S.Afr. sp. of kopje. 

Kor'an (or Korahn'), n. Sacred hook of the 
Mohammedans, collection of Moham¬ 
med’s oral revelations, written in Arabic. 
Hence koran'ic a. [f. Arab, quran re¬ 
citation (qara'a read)] 

kosh'er, a. & n. 1. (Of food or shop where 
food is sold or used) fulfilling requirements 
of Jewish law. 2. n. ~ food or shop, 
[f. Heb. kashcr right] 

kStow', n., & v.i. Chinese custom of 
touching ground with forehead as sign of 
worship or absolute submission. 2. v.i. 
Perform the ~, act obsequiously (to per¬ 
son etc.), [(vb f. n.) f. Chin, k'o-t'ou (k'o 
knock +t'ou head)] 

kot'wal (-ahl), n. Chief constable of 
Indian town; magistrate. [Hind.] 

koum'Iss (kob-), n. Fermented liquor pre¬ 
pared from mare’s milk. [f. Tartarkumiz] 

kourb'ash (koor-), koor-, n. Hide whip 
as instrument of punishment in Turkey 
& Egypt, [f. Arab, qurbash f. Turk. 
qirbach] 
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kowtow. Yar. of kotow. 

kraal (krahl), n. S.-African village of huts 
enclosed by fence; enclosure for cattle or 
sheep. [Afrikaans, f. Port, corral] 

krait (krlt), n. Peculiarly venomous 
snake common in Bengal. [Hind, karait] 

kra'ken (-ah-, -a-), n. Mythical sea- 
-monster airpearing off coast of Norway. 
[Norw. ] 

krans (-ah-), n. (S.-Afr.). Precipitous or 
overhanging wall of rocks. [Du. krans 
coronet] 

krem'lin, n. Citadel within Russian 
town, esp. that of Moscow; the (used 
for) the Russian Government. [F, f. 
Russ, krcml] 

kreu'tzer (kroit-), n. Small silver & cop¬ 
per coins formerly current in Germany & 
Austria, [f. G kreuzer (kreuz cross)] 

hrieg'spiel, n. War-game in which blocks 
representing troops etc. are moved about 
on maps. [G] 

kris. See creese. 

Krish'naism, n. Worship of Krishna, 
great deity of later Hinduism, wor¬ 
shipped as incarnation of Vishnu, [-ism] 

kromes'ky, n. Minced chicken etc. roiled 
in bacon & fried, [f. Russ. ] 

kron'e (-e), n. Silver coin of Denmark, 
Norway, & Sweden; former Austrian 
silver coin; former German 10-ma.rk gold 
piece. [G & Da. krone, Sw. krona, crown] 

Kroo, Krou, Kru (-do), n. & a. (Member) 
of Negro race on coast of Liberia, skilful 
as seamen (often, for the n., ~-boy, ~- 
-mnn). [W.-Afr. ] 

kryp'ton, n. (chem.). A rare inert gaseous 
element discovered by Ramsay in 1898. 
[f. Gk krupton hidden, neut. adj. f. krupto 
hide] 

Ksha'triya (-ah-), n. Member of the 
second or military caste of the Hindus. 
[Skr., f. kshatra rule] 

kud'ds, n. (si.). Glory, renown. [Gk] 
Kufic. See cufic. 
* Ku-Klux-Klan'), n. Secret society 
hostile to Negroes & R. Catholics formed 
in southern States after civil war; similar 
organization in U.S. to combat alien 
influences after 1914-18 war. [arbitrary] 

kuk'rt (kdb-), n. Curved knife broadening 
towards point, used by Gurkhas of Nepal. 
[Hind.] 

kul'ak (koo-), n. (Russ. pi. ~i). Well-to-do 
Russian peasant (-proprietor). [Russ., 
= tight-fisted person] 

kuitur (kdhltoor'), n. Civilization as con¬ 
ceived by the Germans. [G, = culture] 

kuitur'kampf (kdbltoor'kahmpf), n. Con¬ 
flict between German imperial govern¬ 
ment and Pope for control of schools and 
church appointments (1872-87). [G ] 

kumm'el (see Ap.), n. Cumin-flavoured 
liqueur. [G ] 

Kuo min tan o' (kood-), n. Nationalist 
party in Chiua (founded in 1912). [Chin., 
lit. ‘ people's national party ’] 

Kurd (koord), n. Native of Kurdistan. 

kursaal (koor'zahl), n. Building for use 
of visitors esp. at German health resort. 
[G, = cure-room] 

kvass, n. Russian rye-beer. [f. Russ. 
kvas] 

ky'anize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. Treat (wood) with 
solution of corrosive sublimate to prevent 
decay, [f. J. H. Kyan, inventor, +-ize] 

kyl'ln (ke-), n. Fabulous composite ani¬ 
mal figured on Chinese & Japanese pot¬ 
tery. [f. Chin, ch'i-lin (ch'i male 4- lin 
fema le) ] 

II kyl'oe, n. One of small breed of long- 
-horned Scotch cattle. [K~, place-name] 

ky m'ograph (-ahf), n. Instrument record¬ 
ing variations in pressure, e.g. in sound- 
-waves. [Gk kuma wave + -o- + -graph(2)] 

kyrie eleison (ker'il ila'Ison, ki'rie), n. 
Words of short petition used in Eastern 
& Roman Churches, esp. at beginning of 
Mass, musical setting of these; response 
to commandments in Communion Service 
in Anglican Church, [f. Gk Kurie eleeson 
Lord, have mercy] 

L 
L (61), letter (pi. Ls, L’s). Thing shaped 
like L (L-iron, = angle1-iron.); rectangu¬ 
lar joint of pipes etc.; Roman numeral = 
50, as CL 150, XL 40, lx 60, lv 55, (LXX, 
the Septuagint). 

Ia (lah), lah, n. (mus.). Sixth note of 
octave, [first syl. of L labii, see gamut] 

laag'er (lahg-), n., & v.t, &i. 1. Camp, en¬ 
campment, esp. in circle of wagons; (mil.) 
Xiark for armoured vehicles. 2. vb. Form 
(vehicles) into ~ ; encamp (persons) in ~ ; 
encamp. [S.-Afr. Du., & G, layer, Du. 
leper, see leaguer1] 

lab, n. (colloq.). Laboratory, [abbr.] 
lab'arum, n. Constantine the Great’s 
imperial standard with Christian added 
to Roman-military symbols; symbolic 
banner. [LL labarum, of unkn. orig. ] 

labdacism. See lambdacism. 

Iabefac'tion, n. Shaking, weakening, 
downfall, [f. L labefacere (labare totter, 
facere make), see -faction ] 

lab'el, n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. Slip of paper, 
card, linen, metal, etc., for attaching to 
object & indicating its nature, owner, 
name, destination, etc.; (fig.) short classi¬ 
fying phrase or name applied to persons 
etc. (freq. derog. in literary or artistic 
criticism); adhesive stamp; (archit.) 
dripstone. 2. v.t. Attach ~ to; assign to 
a category (os, obj. & compl., or abs.). 
[ME, f. OF, prob. f. OFrank. labba ( = 
OHG lappa, lap1)-(-dim. -el] 

lab'ial, a. & n. Of the lips; (anat., zool.) 
of, like, serving as, a lip, lip-like part, or 
labium; (mus.) ~ pipe, in organ, one 
furnished with lips, flue-pipe; (phonet.) 
(sound) requiring closure or approxima¬ 
tion of lips (p, b, f, v, also to, w, & vowels 
in which lips are rounded, as o), whence 
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~ISM(1), ~izA'TlON, nil., ~ize(3) v.t. [f. 

med. L labialis (labium, -al)] 

lab'iate, a. & n. (Bot.) with corolla or 
calyx divided into two parts suggesting 
lips (n., such plant); (hot., zool.) like lip 
or labium, [labium + -ate2] 

lab'ile, a. (phys., chem.). Unstable, 
liable to displacement or change, [f. LL 
labilis (labi to lapse2, -il)] 

lab'io-, comb, form of foil. = of the lip(s) 
& —, as ~dental, made with lip & teeth. 

lab'lum. n. (pi. -ia). (Anat.; usu. pi.) 
lip(s) of female pudendum; floor of mouth 
of insects, crustaceans, etc.; inner lip of 
univalve shell; lip, esp. the lower, of 
labiate corolla. [L, = lip] 

lab'oratory (or labd-), n. Room or build¬ 
ing used for experiments in natural 
science, esp. chemistry, or for research 
(also fig., ~ of the mind, of ideas, etc.). 
Hence laboratdr'iAL a. [f. med. L 
laboratorium (laborare labour2, -ory)] 

labdt'ious, a. Hard-working; toilsome; 
(of stylo etc.) showing signs of toil, not 
facile or fluent. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness 

n. [ME, f. OF laborieus f. L laboriosus 
(foil., -ious)] 

lab'our1 (-her), n. 1. Bodily or mental 
toil, exertion, (hard ~; lost ~, fruitless 
efforts; ~ of love, task one delights in); 
toil tending to supply wants of com¬ 
munity; body of those who contribute 
by toil to production, labourers; (opp. 
capital2, usu. L~) the working classes as 
a political force. 2. Task (~ of Hercules, 
Herculean ~, one needing enormous 
strength etc.). 3. Pains of childbirth, 
travail, (in ~). 4. || L~ Exchange, local 
office under State for finding employment 
for those seeking it; —market, supply of 
~ with reference to demand on it; L~ 
Party, that claiming to represent wage- 
-earners, M.P.s elected by it. [ME, f. OF 
labor f. L laborem nom. -or] 

lab'our2 (-ber), v.i. & t. Use labour, exert 
oneself, work hard; strive for end or to 
do; advance with difficulty (wheels ~ in 
the sand); be troubled (her ~ing heart) or 
impeded, suffer under mistake etc.; (of 
ship) roll or pitch heavily; (arch, or poet.) 
till (ground); elaborate, work out in 
detail, treat at length, (I will not ~ the 
point-, ~ed, much elaborated, showing 
signs of labour, not spontaneous); •—-in-cr 
man, labourer. [ME, f. OF labourer f. L 
laborare (labor labour1)] 

lab'ourer (-ber-), n. In vbl senses; esp., 
man doing for wages work that requires 
strength or patience rather than skill or 
training. [ME, f. OF laboureur (as prec., 
-ER1)] 

lab'ourite (-ber-), n. Member, adherent, 
of Labour Party. [ -ite HOI 

Lab'raddr, n. attrib. ~ dog, retriever, 
breed of retriever, [place] 

lab'ret, n. Piece of shell, bone, etc., in¬ 
serted in lip as ornament. [L labrum lip, 
-ET1] 

laburn'um, n. Small tree with racemes of 
bright yellow flowers. [L ] 

lab'yrlnth, n. Complicated irregular 
structure with many passages hard to 
find way through or about without 
guidance, maze; intricate or tortuous 
arrangement; (anat.) complex cavity of 
internal ear; entangled state of affairs. 
Hence '—ine2 (-in'thin) a. [f. F labyrintlie 
or L f. Gk laburinthos] 

labyrin'thodon, m, -dont, n. & a. (Kinds 
of large fossil amphibian) with labyrin¬ 
thine teeth, [-dont f. -don mod. L, f. Gk 
as prec. + odous -ontos tooth] 

lac1, n. A resinous substance secreted by 
the lac insect as a protective covering, 
[f. Hind, lakh f. Skr. laksha] 

lac2, lakh (-k),n. (Anglo-Ind.). A hundred 
thousand (usu. ~ of rupees). [Hind, -kh) 
f. Skr. laksha] 

lace1, n. Cord or leather strip for fasten¬ 
ing or tightening opposite edges of shoes, 
corsets, etc., by help of eyelets or hooks; 
braid for trimming men’s coats etc. (usu. 
gold or silver ~); fine open fabric of linen, 
cotton, silk, woollen, or metal threads 
usu. with inwrought or applied patterns; 
~-glass, Venetian with ~-like designs; 
~-pillow, laid on lap of woman making 

Hence la'cY2 a. [ME, f. OF laz, las, 
f. Rom. *laeium f. L laqueus noose] 

lace2, v.t. & i. Fasten or tighten (shoe, 
corsets, etc.) with lace(s) (freq. ~ up); 
compress waist of by drawing stay-laces 
tight, (intr.) compress one’s waist; inter¬ 
lace or embroider (fabric) with thread etc.; 
pass (cord etc.) through-, trim with lace; 
diversify (flower with streaks of colour); 
lash, beat, (also intr. as ~ into person); 
flavour, fortify, (milk, beer, etc.) with, 
spirit. Hence la'ciNG1(l, 3, 6) n. [ME, f. 
OF lacier f. Rom. Haciare as prec.] 

la'cer|ate, v.t. Mangle, tear, (esp. flesh or 
tissues); afflict, distress, (heart, feelings). 
Hence or cogn.~able,~ate2 (-at), ~ative, 
aa.,~A'TlON n. [f. L laccrare (lacer torn), 
-ate 3] 

lac€r t'ian, -tine, aa. Of lizards: lizard- 
dike. [f. L lacerta lizard + -lan, -ink 1 ] 

lacet', n. Work made of braid or tape 
shaped into a design with lace stitches. 
[-ET1] 

lach'es (-xz), n. (Law) negligence in per¬ 
forming a legal duty, delay in asserting 
right, claiming privilege, etc.; culpable 
negligence. [ME, f. OF laschesse (lasche f. 
Rom. *laseus f. L laxus lax)] 

lach'ryma Chris'ti (lak-; kri-), n. Strong 
sweet red S.-Ital. wine. [L, = Christ’stear] 

lach'rymal (-k-), a. & n. Of, for, tears 
(~ vase, or~ as n., to hold tears; ~ canal, 
duct, gland, sac, in anat.; also ~s as n., 
these organs), [med. L (-alls), f. L 
lacrima tear] 

lachryma'tion (-k-), n. Flow of tears, [f. 
L lacrimalio (lacrimare as prec., -ation)] 

lach'rymatory(-k-), a. &n. 1. Of, causiug, 
tears (~ bomb, emitting gas that disables 
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by making eyes water). 2. n. Phial of 
kind found in anc.- Roman tombs & con¬ 
jectured to be tear-bottles, [f. lacrimare 
see prec. 4- -ory ] 

lach'rymose (-k-), a. Tearful, given to 
weeping. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L lacri- 
mosus (lacrima tear, -ose1)] 

lacin'Iate, -ated, aa. (bot., zool.). Cut 
into deep irregular segments, slashed, 
jagged, fringed, [f. L lacinialappet, -ate2] 

lack, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Deficiency, want, 
need, of (no ~, plenty o/; for ~, owing to 
want or absence of). 2. vb. Be wanting 
(only in part, forms, as money was ~ing, 
is ~infir in courage); be without, not have, 
be deficient in; ~'land, (person) having 
no land; ~'lustre, (of eye etc.) dull, [early 
ME lac, laeen, corresp. to MLG lak, MDu. 
lac deficiency, MDu. laken to lack] 

lackadaisical (-z-), a. Languishing, 
affected, given to airs & graces, feebly 
sentimental; listless. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [f. arch, lackaday, -daisy, int. 
(ALACK) + -ICAL] 

lacker. See lacquer. 
lack'ey, lac'quey (-ki), n. (pi. ~s), & v.t. 

1. Footman, man-servant (usu. liveried); 
obsequious person, parasite. 2. v.t. 
Dance attendance on, behave servilely to. 
[f. F laquais (obs. alaquais) f. Sp. lacayo] 

Laconian, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of 
Laconia, Spartan, [f. L Laconia+ -an] 

lacon'lic, a. Brief, concise, sententious; 
given to such speech or style. Hence 
~ically adv., ~iciSM(2) n. [f. L f. Gk 
lakonikos (Lakon Spartan, -ic) ] 

lac'onism, n. Brevity of speech; short 
pithy saying, [f. Gk lakonismos (lakonizo 
behave like Spartan or Lakon, -ism)] 

lac'quer (-ker), lack'er, n.,&v.t. 1. Gold- 
-coloured varnish of shellac dissolved in 
alcohol used esp. as coating for brass; 
kinds of resinous varnish (esp. Japanese 
~) taking hard polish & used for wood 
etc., articles so coated. 2. v.t. Coat with 
~. [f. obs. F lacre sealing-wax, f. unexpl. 
var. of Port, lacca lac1] 

lacquey. See lackey. 

lacrim-, lacrym-. See lachrym-. 
lacrosse (lahkraws', -6s), n. Game like 

hockey, but with ball driven by & carried 
in crosse, orig. N.-Amer. [F la the + 
CROSSE ] 

lacta'tion, n. Suckling; secreting of milk. 
[f. L lactare suckle (lac -tis milk) + -ation ] 

lac'teal, a. & n. 1. Of milk; conveying 
chyle or other milky fluid. 2. n. pi. Vessels 
of mesentery doing this. [f. L lacleus (lac 
see prec.) +-al] 

lactes'cence, n., lactes'cent, a. Milky 
(appearance); (yielding) milky juice, [f. 
L lactescere (lactere be milky, see prec.), 
-ENCE, -ENT] 

lac't|ic, a. (chem.). Of milk; ~ic acid, 
formed in sour milk, whence ~ate 1(3)) n. 
[f. L lac -tis milk+-ic] 

lactif'erous, a. Yielding milk or milky 
fluid, [f. LL lactifer (prec., -ferous)] 

lac'to-, comb, form (-I-, -0-) of L as prec.; 
~prot'ein, albuminous constituent of 
milk; ~meter (-6m-),~scoPE, instruments 
for testing purity of milk, 

lactose', n. Milk sugar, less sweet than 
cane sugar, [as prec. +-ose2] 

lacun'la, n. (pi. ~ae, ~as). Hiatus, blank, 
missing portion (esp. in ancient MS, book, 
etc.), empty part; cavity in bone, tissue 
etc. Hence —- al, ~ar, ~ary, ^ose1, aa. 
[L (locus LAKE1)] 

lacus'trlne, a. Of, dwelling or growing in, 
lake(s); ~ age, of lake ^dwellings, [f. L 
locus lake 1 (after paluster marshy) 
+ -INE 1 ] 

lacy. See lace1. 
lad, n. Boy, youth, young fellow; fellow; 
stable-man (of any age). Hence ~d'ie 
[-Y3] n. [ME ladde, of unkn. orig.] 

ladd'er, n., & v.i. Set of steps (called 
rungs) inserted usu. in two uprights of 
wood or metal or in two cords to serve 
as (usu. portable) means of ascending 
building etc.; step2-~ ; !| (transf.) vertical 
flaw in stocking caused by stitch(es) 
becoming undone through several rows 
(v.i., develops), whence~proof2 a.; (fig.) 
means of rising in the world or attaining 
object (kick down ~, abandon friends or 
occupation that have helped one to rise), 
& see rung1; ~-dredge, with buckets 
carried round on ~-like chain; —'•stitch, 
crossbar stitch in embroidery. [OE 
hlsed(d)er = MDu. ledere, OHG leitara f. 
Gmc *hli-, *hlai- (LEAN2)] 

lade, v.t. (p.p. ~n). Put cargo on board 
(ship); ship (goods) as cargo (bill4 of 
lading), whence lad'lNG1(3) n.; (p.p., of 
vehicle, beast of burden, person, tree, 
branch, table, etc.) loaded (with)-, (p.p.) 
painfully burdened with sin, sorrow, etc. 
[OE, OS, OHG hladan, ON hlatha, Goth. 
-hlathan; cf. last2] 

la-di-da' (lah-, -ah), a. & n. (Person given 
to) swagger or pretension in manners & 
pronunciation; pretentious in this way. 
[imit. of pronunciation used ] 

Ladin' (-cn), n. rhaeto-Romanic of the 
Engadine. [f. It Ladino f. L latinms] 

la'dle, n., & v.t. 1. Large spoon with 
cup bowl & long handle for transfer¬ 
ring liquids; hence ~ful(2) (-dlfdol) n. 
2. v.t. Transfer (liquid) with ~ from one 
receptacle to another. [OE hleedel f. 
hladan lade +-le(I)] 

lad'y, n. 1. Ruling woman (poet. exc. in 
~ of the manor, our sovereign ~). 2. Wo¬ 
man to whom man is devoted, mistress, 
love. 3. Our L~, Virgin Mary. 4. Wo¬ 
man belonging to, or fitted by manners, 
habits, & sentiments, for the upper classes 
(corresp. to gentleman ; || ~ of bedchamber, 
~-in-waiting, ~ attending sovereign; 
fine3 ~). 5. (Courteously for) woman (as 
voc., only poet, or vulg. in sing., but 
usu. form of address in ph). 6.11 (Title 
used as less formal prefix for) Marchioness 
(of). Countess (of), Viscountess, Baroness, 



ladyfy 675 lake 

(alao prefixed to Christian name of) 
daughter of duke, marquis, or earl, (or 
to husband’s Christian name of) -wife of 
holder of courtesy title lord William etc., 
(or to surname of) wife of baronet or 
knight, (also in the compound title) 
L~ Mayoress, wife of Lord Mayor. 7. My 
~, form of address used chiefly by ser¬ 
vants etc. to holders of title ~; ray dear 
or good ~ (address in ord. use). 8. Wife 
(arch, or vulg., exc. of those who hold the 
title~); your good~, your wife, 9. Ladies 
<& gentlemen (voc. in addressing company 
of both sexes). 10. (With clerk, doctor, 
president, dog, etc.) female; || (with cook, 
parlourmaid, help, etc.) claiming to be 
treated as ~. 11. Ladies (as sing, n.), 
women’s public lavatory etc.; Ladies’ 
chain, figure in quadrille; Ladies’ gallery, 
in House of Commons reserved for ladies. 
12. ~ of easy virtue-, painted ~, kind of 
butterfly. 13. L~-allar (in L—chapel); 
~bird, coleopterous insect, usu. reddish- 
-brown with black spots; L~ Bountiful, r~* 
playing the part of Providence in a village 
etc. (character in Farquhar’s Beaux’s 
Stratagem)-chair, made by two persons’ 
interlaced hands to carry wounded man 
etc.; L~-chapel, in large church usu. east 
of high altar, dedicated to Virgin;—clock, 
-cow, ~bird; L~ Day, Feast of the 
Annunciation, 25th March, II one of the 
quarter-days; ~-/em, tall slender kind; 
|| ~ help, ~ employed as domestic; ~- 
-killer, man devoting himself to making 
conquests of ladies; —love, sweetheart; 
L~’s bed 1-straiv; ~’s companion, roll con¬ 
taining cottons etc.; || L~’s cushion, 
mossy saxifrage; || L~’s finger, kidney 
vetch; L~’s laces, kind of striped grass; 
~’s-maid, in charge of ~’s toilet; ~’s man, 
ladies’ man, (fond of female society); L~’s 
mantle, rosaceous plant with yellowish- 
-green flowers; L~-smock, cuckoo-flower; 
L~’s slipper, orchidaceous wild & garden 
plant with usu. yellow bag- or slipper- 
-shaped flowers, calceolaria; L~’s tresses, 
kind of orchis. Hence ~iiood n. [OE 
hleefdige (hluf loaf, dig- knead cf. dough); 
in ~-altar, -bird, -cliapel, -clock, -cow, -day, 
-smock, ~ is old genit. = (Our) Lady’s] 

Jad'yfy, -ify, v.t. Make lady of; call lady; 
(p.p.) having the airs of a fine lady. [-FYJ 

lad'ylike, a. With manners etc. of a lady; 
(of man) effeminate; befitting a lady. 
[-LIKE] 

lad'yship, n. Being a lady; her, your, ~, 
their ~s, she, you, they (in respectful 
mention of or address to titular lady). 
[-SHIP] 

laer, n. Afrikaans sp. of laager. 

l(a)evo- (lev'o), comb, form of L laevvsleft, 

esp. in terms concerned with chem. pro¬ 

perty of causing plane of polarized light 

ray to rotate to left (opp. dextro-) ; so 

~gyi-'ous, ~rot'alory, of substances having 

this; ^-com’pound, chemical compound 

having it. 

I(a)ev'ul6se (lev-), n. (chem.). Lacvo- 
rotatory sugar of fruit & honey, fruit- 
-sugar. [prec., -UL-, -ose2] 

lag1, v.i. (-gg-), & n. 1. Go too slow, not 
keep pace, fall behind (often behind adv. 
& prep.). 2. n. (phys.). (Amount of) 
retardation in current or movement (~ of 
tide, interval by which it falls behind 
mean time in 1st & 3rd quarters of moon, 
cf. PRIMING2); time1 Hence ~g'ARD n. 
& a., ~g'ER* n., ~g'iNG2 a., (-g-). [16th 
c. ‘ hindmost person ’, ‘ hang back ’; 
perh. f. a fanciful distortion of last in 
children’s games (fog, seg, ~, = 1st, 2nd, 
last, in dial!.)] 

lag2, v.t. (-gg-), & n. (si.). 1. Send to penal 
servitude; apprehend, arrest. 2. n. Con¬ 
vict, esp. old ~. [orig. unkn.] 

lag3, n., & v.t. (-gg ). 1. (Piece of the) 
non-conducting cover of boiler etc. 2. v.t. 
Case with ~s, whence ~g'lNG1(3) (-g-) n. 
[f. ON Iqoo barrel-rim] 

lag'an, lig'an, n. (legal). Goods or 
wreckage lying on bed of sea. [OF, perh. 
of Scand. orig. f. root of lie3, lay3] 

la'ger (beer) (lahg-), n. Light kind of 
(orig. German or Bohemian) beer. [f. G 
lager-bier (lager store)] 

lagoon', -une (-oon), n. Stretch of salt 
water parted from sea by low sandbank; 
enclosed water of atoll, [f. F lagune, f. 
It. & Sp. laguna f. L lacuna] 

lah. See la. 

la'ic, a. & n. Non-cleric(al), lay(man), 
secular, temporal. So ~al a., ~alr.Y2 

adv. [f. LL f. Gk lailcos (laos people, -ic) ] 
la'iciz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Make lay; commit 
(school etc.), throw open (office), to lay¬ 
men. Hence ~a'tion n. [prec.,-ize] 

laid. See lay3. 

lain. See lie3. 

lair, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Place where animals 
lie down; || shed or enclosure for cattle on 
way to market, whence ~'age(1, 3) n.; 
wild beast’s lying-place. 2. vb. Go to, 
rest or place in, —. [OE leger, OS -ar, 
OHG -er, ON legr, Goth, ligrs bed f. Gmc 
*leg- lie3] 

II laird, n. (Sc.). Landed proprietor in 
Scotland. Hence ~'ship n. [Sc. form of 
lord w. changed sense] 

La'is, n. Accomplished or beautiful 
courtesan, [name of two celebrated 
Greek hetaerae] 

laisscz-aller (las'a &l'a,), n. Uncon¬ 
strained freedom, absence of constraint, 
[F, = let go] 

laiss'ez-faire (-sa-), n. Government ab¬ 
stention from interference with individual 
action esp. in commerce. [F, = let act] 

la'ity, n. Being a layman; laymen, [f. 
lay'2 +-ITY] 

lake1, n. Large body of water entirely 
surrounded by land; the Great L~, At¬ 
lantic ocean; the Great L~s, Superior, 
Huron, Michigan, Erie, & Ontario, form¬ 
ing boundary of U.S. & Canada; ~- 
-country, <—land, the L~s, region of 
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English ~s in Westmorland, Cumber¬ 

land, & Lancs.; —dweller, prehistoric 
inhabitant of ~ dwelling, built on piles 

driven into bed of ~ ; ~ poets, Coleridge, 

Southey, & Wordsworth, who lived in 
~land. Hence ~'less a., ~'let n., (-kl-). 

[ME, f. OF lac f. L locus] 
lake2, n. Pigment, orig. made from lac, 

now formed by dye & mordant, [var. of 

LAC1] 
lakh. See lac2. 
Lall'an, a. & n. (Sc.). 1. Of the Lowlands 

of Scotland. 2. n. (Also ~s) Lowland 

Scots dialect, [var. of low1 tend] 
lalla'tion, n. lambdacism. [f. L lallare 
sing lullaby + -ation ] 

lam, v.t. & i. (si.; -mm-). Thrash, hit (t., 
& i. with into) hard with cane etc. [perh. 

f. Scand.; cf. ON lemja beat so as to 

lame ] 
la'ma1 (lab-), n. Tibetan or Mongolian 

Buddhist monk; (Dalai (pr. dfil'i) L~, 

(obs.) Grand L~, head of ~ist church 
& ruler of Tibet. Hence ~ism n., ~ist 

n. & a. [Tibetan blama (silent 6)] 

lama2. See llama. 
Lamatck'ian, a. & n. (Follower) of 
Lamarck or his theory of organic evolu¬ 
tion by the inheritance of acquired 
characters. [Lamarck, F botanist & 
zoologist, d. 1829, +-IAN] 

lama'sery (-mah-), n. Monastery of 
lamas, [f. F lamaserie irreg. f. lama 1 ] 

lamb (-m), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Young of 
sheep (as well l-e hanged for a sheep as for 
a ~, sin boldly, go the whole hog; like a 
~, unresistingly; wolf, fox, in ~’s skin, 
hypocrite); its flesh as food; young 
member of church flock; innocent, weak, 
or dear person; The L~ (of God), Christ; 
~‘s-fry, product of ~’s castration; 
-skin, with wool on, or as leather ;~’s-tails, 
II hazel catkins; ~’s-wool, used in hosiery; 
hence ~>hood (-mb-), ~'kin (-mk-), nn., 
~'like (-ml-) a. 2. vb. (Pass.; of ~s) be 
brought forth; bring forth ~, yean; tend 
(~ing ewes), whence ~'er1 (-mcr) n. [OE 
(= OS, OHG, ON, Goth.) lamb f. Gmc 
*lambaz] 

lambaste', v.t. (dial.). Thrash, beat. 
[perh. = lam + baste3] 

lamb'da, n. Greek letter L (A A); ~ moth, 
with~ on wings. [Gk, also labda) 

la(m)b'dacism, n. Pronunciation of ras 
l. [prec., -ism] 

lamb'doid, lambdoid'al, aa. A -shaped 

(~ suture, connecting two parietal bones 
with occipital), [f. F lambdoide f. Gk 
lam.bdoeides (lambda, -oid) +-al] 

lam'b|ent, a. (Of flame or light) playing 

on surface without burning it, with soft 
radiance; (of eyes, sky, etc.) softly rad¬ 

iant ; (of wit etc.) gently brilliant. Hence 

~ency n., ~entLY2 adv. [f. L lambere 
lick, -ENT] 

Lam'betli, n. (Used for) Archbishop of 

Canterbury’s palace at ~, the Arch¬ 

bishop as representing the Church, etc.; 

~ degree, honorary degree conferred by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, 

lam'brequin (-kin), n. Short piece of 
drapery over top of door or window, or 
hung from mantelpiece. [F, f. Du. 
"lamperkin, dim. of tamper veil; see 
-KIN] 

lame, a., & v.t. 1. Crippled by injury or 
defect in a limb, esp. foot or leg, limping 
or unable to walk, (of person, limb, steps, 
etc.; ~ of or in a leg etc.); (of argument, 
story, excuse) imperfect, unsatisfactory; 
(of metre) halting; ~ duck1; hence 
lam'iSH1(2) a., ~'ly2 (-ml-) adv., ~'ness 

( mn-) n. 2. v.t. Make ~, cripple, (lit. & 
fig.). [OE lama, OS lamo, OHG lam, ON 
lamii. Gmc *lamon\ 

lame (lahma'), a. & n. (Material) with 
gold or silver thread inwoven. [F ] 

lamell'la, n. (pi. ~oe). Thin plate, scale, 
layer, or film, esp. of bone or tissue. 
Hence ~ar1, lam'ellATE2, -ated, ~ose1, 

aa., ~i- comb. form. [L, dim. of lamina] 

lament', n., & v.t. & i. 1. Passionate 
expression of grief; elegy, dirge. 2. vb. 
Express or feel grief for or about, be dis¬ 
tressed at, regret, (also intr. with for or 
over, or abs.); (p.p.) mourned for (esp. 
conventionally of the dead, as the late 
~ed —). [vb f. F lamenter or L -ari; n. 
f. vb, or L lamentum] 

lam'6ntab)le, a. Mournful (arch.); (of 
events, fate, condition, character, etc.) 
deplorable, regrettable. Hence~LY2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF, or L lamentabUis (prec., 
-ABLE)] 

lamenta'tion, n. Lamenting, lament; 
L~s (of Jeremiah), O.-T. book (abbr. 
Lam.). [ME, f. OF, or L lamentatio 
(LAMENT, -ATION)] 

lam'ia, n. Monster in woman’s shape 
preying on human beings & sucking 
children’s blood. [L f. Gk] 

lam'In|a, n. (pi. ~ae). Thin plate, scale, 
layer, or flake, of metal, bone, membrane, 
stratified rock, vegetable tissue, etc. 
Hence ~ar1, ~ose1, aa., ~i- comb. form. 
[L] _ 

lam'ln|ate, v.t. & i. Beat or roll (metal) 
into thin plates; split (t. & i.) into layers 
or leaves; overlay with metal plates; 
manufacture by placing layer on layer. 
Hence or cogn. ~ate2 (-at) a., ~a'tion n. 

[prec. + - ate 3 ] 
Lamm'as, n. First of August, formerly 
observed as harvest festival (later ~, 
non-existent date, day that will never 
come, cf. Greek calends). [OE hldfmeesse 
(LOAF1, MASS1)] 

lamm'ergeyer (-gl-), n. Bearded vulture, 
largest European bird of prey. [f. G 
lammergeier (lammer lambs, geier vulture)] 

lamp, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Vessel with oil 
& wick for giving light; glass vessel 
enclosing candle, gas-jet, incandescent 
wire, or other illuminant (smell of the ~, 
betray nocturnal study, be laborious in 
style etc.); safety~; spirit^; (fig.) sun. 
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moon, star; source of spiritual or intel¬ 
lectual light, hope, etc.; —'black, pigment 
made from soot; ~ -chimney, glass cylinder 
making draught for •—flame; —'light, 
given by ~ or ~s; lighter, man who 
formerly lighted street ~s (like a —lighter, 

with speed); —'post, usu. of iron support¬ 
ing street ~; hence ~'less a. 2. vb. 
Shine; supply with ~s; illuminate; *(sl.) 
look at. [ME, f. OF lampe f. LL lamyada 
= Lf, Gk lampas] 

lam'pas1, n. Horse-disease with swelling 
in roof of mouth. [F, of obsc. orig.; cf. F 
dial, lampas throat) 

lam'pas2, n. Kind of flowered silk orig. 
from China. [F] 

lam'pion, n. Pot of usu. coloured glass 
with oil & wick used in illuminations. [F, 
f. It. lampione (lampa lamp, -oon)] 

lampoon', n., & v.t. 1. Virulent or scur¬ 
rilous piece of satire; hence ~ist (1) n. 

2. v.t. Write ~ or ~s against, whence 
~ek' n. [f. F lampon conjectured to be 
f. tampons let us drink] 

lam'prey, n. (pi. —s). Eel-like pseudo-fish 
with sucker mouth, pouch gills, & seven 
spiracles on each side, & fistula on top, of 
head. [ME, f. OF lampreie f. med. L 
lampreda, (whence OE lampreda, OHG 
lampreta) ; cf. lampetra (as f. L lambere 
lick + petra stone); see limpet ] 

Lancastrian, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of 
Lancashire or Lancaster; (adherent) of 
family descended from John of Gaunt 
Duke of Lancaster, or of the Red-rose 
party fighting for it in Wars of the Roses. 
[Lancaster, -ian] 

lance1 (-ah-), n. Weapon with long wooden 
shaft & pointed steel head used by horse¬ 
man in charging; similar implement for 
spearing fish or killing harpooned whale; 
fkee'~; (pi., w. numbers) = lancers; -— 
-corporal (&, si., —-jack) N.C.O. below 
corporal; ~-sergeant, corporal acting as 
sergeant; — -fish, launce; ~-snake, veno¬ 
mous Amer. kind; —'wood, tough elastic 
W.-Ind. kind used for carriage-shafts, 
fishing-rods, etc. [ME, f. OF, f. L lancea; 
— -corporal on anal, of obs. lancepesade 
lowest grade of N.C.O. ] 

lance2 (-ah-), v.t. Fling, launch, (poet.); 
(surg.) prick or cut open with lancet ; 
pierce with lance. [ME ; poet, sense f. OF 
lancier f. LL lanceare (lancea lance1); 

other senses f. prec. ] 
lance'let (-ahnsl-), n. Small fish-like 
animal, [lance1, -let] 

lan'ceolate, a. Shaped like spear-head, 
tapering to each end. [f. LL lanceolatus 
(lanceola dim. of lancea lance, -ate2)] 

la'ncer (-ah-), n. Soldier of cavalry regi¬ 
ment orig, armed with lances; (pi.) kind 
of quadrille, music for it. [f. F lancier 
(lance1, -ier) ] 

la'ncet (-ah-), n. 1. Surgical instrument 
usu. with two edges & point for bleeding 
or lancing. 2. (Also ~ arch, light, window, 
etc.) narrow arch or window with pointed 

land 

head, whence ~ed2 a. [ME, f. OF lancette 
(LANCE1, -ETTE)] 

la'ncinatmg (lah-), a. (Of pain) acute, 
shooting, [part, of rare lancinate f. L 
la.ncinare rend] 

land1, n. 1. Solid part of earth’s surface 
(opp. sea, water; travel by — ; how the — 
lies, what is the state of affairs); ground, 
soil, expanse of country; country, nation. 
State, (~ of promise, Canaan; ~ of hope 
&• glory; — of cake^; ~ of the leal, 
heaven; ~ of the living, present life); 
landed property, (pi.) estates; (S. Afr.) 
ground fenced off for tillage; strip of 
plough or pasture ~ parted from others 
by water furrows. 2. Any of the divisions 
between the rifling-grooves in guns. 
3. — -agent, -agency, || steward(ship) of 
estate, agent, agency, for sale etc. of 
estates; '-'bank, || issuing notes on secur¬ 
ity of landed property; ~-breeze, blowing 
seaward from ~-carriage, transport 
by ~; ~-crab, kinds that live on ~ but 
breed in sea; fall (naut.), approach to 
~ esp. for first time on voyage (good, bad, 
—fall, according, not according, to calcu¬ 
lation); ~ force(s), military, not naval; 
II girl (doing farmwork, esp. in war¬ 
time); ~-grabber, (esp.) man who took 
Irish farm after eviction of tenant; 
holder, proprietor or (usu.) tenant of ~; 
'--hunger, -hungry, oager(ness) to acquire 
~; II '--jobber, speculator in ~; '-'lady, 
woman keeping inn, boarding-house, or 
lodgings, also woman having tenants; 
'—-law (usu. pi.), law(s) of landed property; 
L— League, Irish association 1879-81 for 
reducing rents, introducing peasant- 
-proprietorship, etc.; '--locked, almost or 
quite enclosed by ~; '-’lord, person of 
whom another holds any tenement (opp. 
tenant), keeper of inn, lodgings, etc.; 
—'lubber (naut.), person ignorant of the 
sea & ships; —’mark, object marking 
boundary of country, estate, etc., con¬ 
spicuous object in district etc., object or 
event or change marking stage in process 
or turning-point in history; —'mine, 
explosive mine laid in or on ground, 
parachute mine; —'owner, owner of ~; 
—'rail, corncrake; L—'s End, western 
point of Cornwall (see JOHN-o’-Groafls); 
—-service, military; —-shark, one who 
lives by preying on seamen ashore; 
—-sick (naut.; of ship), impeded in move¬ 
ment by nearness of ~; —'slide (orig. 
U.S.), overwhelming majority of votes 
for one side, esp. in an election; || —'slip, 
sliding down of mass of ~ on cliff or 
mountain; -s’man, non-sailor; —-swell, 
roll of water near shore; —-tax, assessed 
on landed property; —-tie, rod, beam, or 
piece of masonry, securing or supporting 
wall etc. by connecting some part of it 
with the ground; —-wind, = —-breeze. 
Hence ~'less a., ~'ward a. & adv., —- 
warps adv. [OE, OS land, OHG lant, ON, 
Goth, land f. Gmc "landam] 
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land2, v.t. & i. Set or go ashore (p.p. = 
having come ashore, see -ed1(2), esp. in 
comb, as newly—ed), disembark (at)-, (of 
aircraft) come down to ground or surface 
of water; set down from vehicle; bring to, 
reach or find oneself in, a certain place, 
stage, or position; deal (person blow etc.; 
~e<i him one in the eye); bring (fish) to 
land, (fig.) win (prize etc.); (trans. of 
jockey, intr. of horse) bring or come in 
(first etc., or abs. = first); alight after 
jump etc. [f. prec.] 

Land3 (lahnt), n. (pi. Lander, pr. 16n-). 
Land, country. [G ] 

lan'dau, n. Four-wheeled carriage with 
top of which front & back halves can be 
independently raised & lowered. [L~ 
in Germany ] 

landaulet(te)', n. Coup6 with landau top. 
[ -LET ] 

LXnd'drdst n. (hist.). Magistrate in S. 
Africa. [Du., = sheriff] 

lan'ded, a. Possessed of land (the ~ 
interest, owners & holders of land); con¬ 
sisting of land (~ estate, property), [land 1 
+ -ED2] 

land'grave, n. (fern, -gravine, pr. -aven). 
(Former) German title of nobility, [f. 
MHG lantgrave (land1, G graf count)] 

lan'ding, n. In vbl senses; also: (also 
~-place) place for disembarking; plat¬ 
form between two flights of stairs; ~- 
-craft, any of numerous types of naval 
craft esp. designed for putting ashore 
troops and equipment; ~-nct, for landing 
large fish when hooked; ~-stage, plat¬ 
form, often floating, on which passengers 
& goods are disembarked. [-ING1] 

landlordism, n. System by which land 
is owned by landlords receiving fixed 
rents from tenants (esp. derog. of former 
Irish system); advocacy of this, [-ism] 

landoc'racy, n. (joc.). The landed class. 
So land'oCRAT n. [-cracy] 

land'scape (or -ns-; earlier -skip), n. 
(Picture representing, art reproducing, or 
actual piece of) inland scenery; ||~- 
-gardening, -gardener, laying, layer, out of 
grounds in imitation of natural scenery; 
'—marble, kind with treelike markings; 
'—painter, whopaints~s, also land'scap- 
-ist(1) n. [c. 1COO f. MDu. landscap (land l, 
-SHIP)] 

land'sturni (lab-, -oorm), n. (Hist., in 
Germany etc.) general levy in war, of men 
outside army, navy, & Landwehr. [G] 

land'tag (lak-, -ah,v), n. Legislative body, 
diet, of a German State. [G] 

land'uehr (lah-, -var), n. (In Germany 
etc.) militia serving continuously only 
during war. [G] 

lane, n. Narrow road usu. between hedges 
(it is a long ~ that has no turning, change 
is sure to come), narrow street; passage 
made or left between rows of persons; 
strip of road for single line of traffic; 
course prescribed for ocean steamers; 
red throat; || the L~, Drury L~ 

lanolin 

(theatre). [OF lane, = OFris. lana, laen, 
Du. loan, of unkn. orig. ] 

lang'rage, -idge, (-ngg-), n. Case-shot 
with irregular pieces of iron formerly used 
to damage rigging, [orig. unkn. ] 

II lang syne, adv. & n. (In) the old days. 
[Sc.. = long since] 

lang'uage (-nggw-), n. A vocabulary & 
way of using it prevalent in one or more 
countries (dead ~); (transf.) method of 
expression (finger ~, talk by conventional 
signs with fingers; ~ of flowers, symbolic 
meanings attached to various kinds); 
words & their use; faculty of speech; 
person’s style of expressing himself (bad 
~, or || vulg. ~, oaths & abusive talk; 
strong ~, expressing vehement feelings); 
professional or sectional vocabulary; 
literary style, wording; r—master, teacher 
of (usu. mod. foreign) ~ or~s. [ME,f. OF 
langage (L lingua tongue, -age)] 

langue d’oc, langue d’oil, nn. (see Ap.). 
Medieval French as spoken south, north, 
of the Loire, the latter the staple of 
modern French. [OF langue language, 

& oc ( = L hoc), oil ( = L hoc ille), these 
being the respective forms for yes] 

lang'uid (nggw-), a. Inert, lacking 
vigour, indisposed to exertion, spirit¬ 
less, apathetic, not vivid, dull, uninterest¬ 
ing, sluggish, slow-moving, faint, weak. 
Hence~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. F languide. 
or L languidus (foil., -id1)] 

lang'uish (-nggw-), v.i. Grow or be 
feeble, lose or lack vitality; live under 
enfeebling or depressing conditions; grow 
slack, lose intensity; droop, pine (for); 
put on languid look, affect sentimental 
tenderness, whence ~ingLY2 adv. Hence 
~ment n. [ME, f. OF languir (-ish2) f. L 
languor e] 

lang'uor (-rigger), n. Faintness, fatigue; 
lassitude, inertia, want of alertness; soft 
or tender mood or effect; slackness, dull¬ 
ness, drooping state; (of sky etc.) op¬ 
pressive stillness. So ~ocs a., ~ously2 
adv., (-nggo-). [ME, f. OF f. L langucrrem 
nom. -or (prec., -or)] 

langur (lunggoor'), n. (Hinds of) common 
Indian long-tailed monkey. [Hind.] 

lan'iary, a. & n. (Tooth) adapted for 
tearing, canine, [f. L laniarius (lanius 
butcher f. laniare tear, -ary1)] 

lanif'erous, -i'gerous, aa. Wool-bearing, 
[f. L (-fer, -ger) f. lana wool, -ferous, 
-GEROUS] 

lank, a. Shrunken, spare; tall & lean; (of 
grass etc.) long & flaccid; (of hair) straight 
& limp, not wavy. [OE hlanc f. Gmc 
* blank- (cf. MHG lenken bend); cf. flank, 

LINK1] 

lank'ly, a. Ungracefully lean & long or 
tall (of limbs, person). Hence ~iNESS n. 
[-Y2] 

lann'er, lann'eret, nn. Kind of falcon, 
female of it, (-er); (-et) male of it. [ME, 
f. OF lanier prob. f. OF lanier cowardly] 

lan'olin, n. Fat which permeates sheep’s 
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wool as basis of ointments. [G, f. L lana 
wool + -0L(2) + -IN ] 

lans'quenct (-kl-), n. Card-game of Ger¬ 
man origin. [F, f. G landsknecht 17th-c. 
mercenary] 

lan'tem, n. Transparent case protecting 
flame of candle etc. (bull1’s-eye, Chinese, 

DARK1, HURRICANE, MAGIC, '—) ; || parish ~, 
the moon; = magic ~, whence ~ist(3) n.; 
light-chamber of lighthouse; erection on 
top of dome or room with glazed sides to 
admit light; luminous proboscis oi~-fly, 
~ jaws, long & thin, giving hollow look to 
face, whence ~-jawED2 a. [ME, f. OF 
lanterne f. L lanterna] 

lan'thanum, n. (chem.). Rare element 
belonging to aluminium group, dis¬ 
covered 1839-41. [f. Gk lanthano escape 
notice, +-UM] 

II lan'thorn (-tern), n. Lantern, [pop. 
assim. of lantern to horn, common former 
material] 

lan'yard, n. (Naut.) short rope or line 
attached to something to secure it; cord 
attached to breech mechanism for firing 
gun; cord hanging round the neck or 
looped round the shoulder, to which may 
be attached a knife, whistle, or the like. 
[15th c. lanyer, earlier layner, 1. OF 
laniere (-yard f. 17th c.)] 

Laodice'an, a. & n. (Person) lukewarm esp. 
in religion or politics. [Rev. iii. 15, 16] 

lap *, n. Hanging part or flap of garment, 
saddle, etc.; lobe of ear; front part of 
skirt held up to contain something; 
waist to knees of one sitting, with dress, 
as place on which child is nursed or 
object held (in Fortune’s ~, in the ~ 
of luxury, etc.), whence ~'ful(2) n.; 
hollow among hills; ~-dog, small pet dog; 

stone, shoemaker’s stone held in ~ to 
beat leather on. [OE lappa, Iseppa, OS 
lappo, OHG lappa-, cf. ON lepnr rag] 

lap2, v.t. & i. (-pp-). Coil, fold, wrap, 
(garment etc. about, round, advv. or 
prepp.); enfold, swathe, in wraps etc.; 
(of influences etc.) surround, encircle, 
(often round), enfold caressingly (esp. 
pass., ~ped in luxury); make (valve, roof- 
-slate, etc.) overlap; project over some¬ 
thing (also ~ over adv. = overlap intr.); 
(racing) pass (competitor) by one or more 
laps. [ME, prob. f. prec. ] 

lap3, n. Amount of overlapping, over¬ 
lapping part (half—, joining of rails, 
shafts, etc., by halving thickness of each 
at end); layer or sheet (of cotton etc. 
being made) wound on roller; single turn 
of rope, silk, thread, etc., round drum or 
reel; one circuit of race-track; ~-joint, = 
half— above; streak, clinker-built 
boat. [f. prec.] 

lap4, n., & v.t. (-pp-). 1. Rotating disc 
for polishing gem or metal. 2. v.t. Polish 
with [perh. f. prec. ] 

lap5, v.i. & t. (-pp-), & n. 1. Take up 
liquid, drink (up liquid), by scooping with 
tongue; consume (liquid) greedily (usu. 

lapsus 

up or down), also fig.; (of water) move, 
beat upon (shore), with sound of ~ping. 
2. n. Liquid food for dogs; single act of 
~ping, amount taken up by it; sound of 
wavelets on beach etc. [ME lape f. OE 
lapian = MLG, MDu. lapen, OHG laffan 
f. Gmc *lap-; ME lap prob. f. OF laper 
(f. WG)] 

lapar|(o)-, comb, form of Gk lapara flank, 
in anat. & surg. terms; lap'arocele, lumbar 
hernia; ~6c'tomy, excision of part of 
intestine at side; ~6t'omy, cutting of 
abdominal walls. 

lapel', n. Part of coat-breast folded back. 
Hence ~1ed2 (-Id') a. [lap1, -el] 

lap'icide, n. Cutter of stones or inscrip¬ 
tions on stone, [f. L lapicida irreg. f. lapis 
-idis stone; see -cide ] 

lap'idary, a. & n. 1. Concerned with 
stones (esp. ~ bee, building in stone walls 
etc.); engraved on stone, (of style) suit¬ 
able for inscriptions, monumental. 2. n. 
Cutter, polisher, or engraver, of gems. [f. 
L lapidarius (lapis -idis stone, -ary1)] 

lap'idlate, v.t. Stone, stone to death. So 
~a'tion n. [f. L lapidare (prec.), -ate3] 

lapid'ilfy, v.t. Make into stone. Hence 
~fica'tion n. [f. F lapidifier f. med. L 
lapidifleare (prec., -fy)] 

lap'is laz'uli, n. A sodium aluminium 
silicate containing combined sulphur, 
bright blue pigment from it; its colour. 
[L lapis + med. L lazuli gen. of lazulum; 
see azure] 

Lapp, n. & a. 1. One of dwarfish race of 
northern Scandinavia; (also ~'ish1 n.) 
their language; Ldp'land, their country, 
whence Lap'landER1 (4) n. 2. adj. (Also ~- 
ish 1 a.) of the ~s or their language, [f. 
Sw. Lapp, perh. term of contempt, cf. 
MUG lappe simpleton] 

lapp'et, n. Flap, fold, loose or overlap¬ 
ping piece of garment, flesh, membrane, 
etc.; lobe of ear etc.; = lapel; streamer of 
lady’s head-dress; (also ~-moih) kind of 
large moth. Hence~ED2a. [lap1 + -ET1] 

Lappon'ian, a. & n. = Lapp. [f. med. L 
Lappo -onis 4- -IAN ] 

lapse1, n. Slip of memory, tongue, or pen, 
slight mistake; weak or careless deviation 
from right, moral slip; falling awajr from 
faith or into heresy; decline to lower 
state; termination of right or privilege 
through disuse; (of water) gentle flow; 
passage or interval of time; ~ rate 
(meteor.), rate of fall of temperature 
with height, [f. L lapsus -us (labi laps- 
glide) ] 

lapse2, v.i. Fail to maintain position or 
state for want of effort or vigour; fall back 
or away (often into inferior or previous 
state); (of benefice, estate, right, etc.) fall 
in, pass away, become void, revert to 
someone, by failure of conditions, heirs, 
etc.; glide, flow, subside, pass away; 
(p.p.) that has lapsed, see -ed2(2). [f. L 
lapsare (prec.); partly f. the n.] 

lap's us, n. (pi. -us). Slip (usu. in ~ 
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llng'uae, pr. -gwe, of the tongue, ~ cal'ami 
of the pen). [L ] 

Laput'an, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of Laputa; 
chimerical, visionary, absurd. [Laputa 
in Gulliver’s Travels + -an ] 

lap'wlng, n. Bird of plover family, pee¬ 
wit. [OE hleapewince (hlcapan leap1, 
wink, w. ref. to maimer of flight) assim. 
to LAP2, WING] 

l£r, n. 1. (pi. Idr'es, pr. -ez). Ancient-Roman 
household deity (usu. pi.: Lares, Lares & 
Penates, the home). 2. (pi. ~s, pr. -z). 
White-handed Burmese gibbon. [L] 

II ISrb'oard (-herd), n. & a. (naut.). (Older 
term now replaced, to save confusion 
with starboard, by) PORT6. [ME lad(d)e-, 
lathe- (perh. = lade), in 16th c. alt. after 
starboard] 

lar'cenly, n. (Law) felonious taking away 
of another’s personal goods with intent 
to convert them to one’s own use {grand, 
petty, ~y, formerly, of property above, 
below, value of 12d.); theft. Hence ~er1, 
~ist(1), nn.,~ous a.,~ousLY2adv. [f. AF 
larcin f. L latrocinium (latro robber) + 
-Y1] 

15rch, n. Bright-foliaged coniferous tree 
yielding Venice turpentine, tough timber, 
& bark used in tanning; its W'ood. [f. G 
larche f. L larix -icis] 

laid1, n. Internal fat of abdomen of pigs 
esp. when rendered & clarified for use in 
cooking & pharmacy. Hence ~'y2 a. 
[ME, f. OF, = bacon, f. L lar(i)dum cogn. 
w. Gk larinos fat] 

laid2, v.t. Insert strips of bacon in (meat 
etc.) before cooking (~ing-needle, -pin, 
instrument for doing this); garnish (talk, 
writing) with metaphors, technical terms, 
foreign words, etc. [ME, f. OF larder 
(prec.)] 

ldlda'ceous (-shtts), a. (med.). Lardlike 
(esp. of degeneration of tissue or of 
patient suffering from it), [-aceotts] 

lard'er, n. Room or closet for meat etc. 
[ME, f. OF tardier f. med. L lardarium 
(LARD1, -ARY1)] 

ldld'on, laldoon', n. Strip of bacon or 
pork used to lard meat. [F (-on); lard1, 
-oon] 

litrd'y-dald'y, a. (si.). Affected, languidly 
foppish, [cf. la-di-da] 

lares. See lar. 
lalge, a., n., &adv. 1. (Arch.)liberal, gene¬ 
rous, kindly, munificent, unprejudiced, 
(still in ~ views, charity, tolerance, ~ -mind¬ 
ed, whence—mind'edNESS n., —hearted, 
whence ~-heart'edNEss (-Mr-) n., etc.); 
of wide range, comprehensive, (~ powers, 
discretion)-, (of artistic treatment) free, 
sweeping, broad; of considerable or re¬ 
latively great magnitude (less colloq. 
ttian big, & without emotional implica¬ 
tions of great-, seldom used of persons 
except as in~ of limb = with ~ limbs etc.); 
(with agent nouns) on a ~ scale (~ <£• 
small farmers); hence lar'gise1(2) a., ~- 
ness (-jn-) n., lar'gEN6 v.i. & t. (poet.). 

2. n. (now only with at, in). At ~: at 

liberty, free; (of narration etc.) at full 

length, with details; as a body or whole 
(popular with the people at ~); *represent- 

ing a whole State etc. & not merely a 
part of it; without particularizing, with¬ 

out definite aim, (scatters imputations at 
~; gentleman at ~, gentleman attached to 

the court without special duties, person 
who has no occupation); in ~, on ~ scale 

(opp. in little). 3. adv. by1 & ~. [ME, 

f. OF f. fern, of L largus copious] 
lalge'ly (-jl-), adv. In adj. senses; also, 

to a great or preponderating extent (is 
~ due to), [-ly2] 

lar'gess(e), n. (arch.). Money or gifts 

freely bestowed esp. by great person on 

occasion of rejoicing; generous or plenti¬ 

ful bestowal. [ME, f. OF (-e), f. L largus 
copious, -ESS2] 

larg'o, adv. & n. (mus.). (Movement) in 
slow time with broad dignified treatment. 
[It., = broad] 

la'riat, n. Rope for picketing horses etc.; 

lasso, [f. Sp. la reala f. reatar tie again 

(re-, L aptare fit)] 

lalk1, lav'erock (-vr-; poet.), n. Kinds 

of small bird with sandy-browrn plum¬ 

age & long hind-claws, esp. the skylarlc 
(crested, horned, red, shore, ~, other kinds); 

rise with the~, get up early; if the sky fall, 
we shall catch ~s (comfort for alarmists); 

~-heel, ~spur, also Indian cress or garden 

nasturtium; spur, plant of genus Del¬ 

phinium with spur-shaped calyx. [OE 

laferce, = MLG, MDu. lewer(i)ke, OHG 

lerah.ha, ON Itevirki] 
151k2, n., & v.t. 1. Frolic, spree, amusing 

incident (what a ~!, how amusing!); 

hence ~'y2 a. 2. v.i. Play tricks, frolic, 

[orig. unkn.] 

larn, v.t. & i. (Joe. & vulg. for) learn. 
la'rrikin, n. (Usu. young) street rowdy, 

hooligan, [c. 1870, Australian; perh. f. 
name Larry ] 

la'rrup, v.t. (colloq.). Thrash, [dial.] 

la'rum, n. (Now rare for) alarum. 
larv'la, n. (pi. ~oe). Insect from time of 

leaving egg till transformation into pupa, 

grub; immature form of other animals 
that undergo some metamorphosis. 

Hence ~al a., ~i- comb. form. [L, 
= ghost, mask] 

laryng'oscope (-ngg-), n. Mirror appara¬ 

tus for examining larynx. [larynx, 
-scope ] 

laryngot'omy (-ngg-), n. Cutting into 

larynx from without, esp. to provide 

breathing-channel, [foil., -tomy] 
la'rynx, n. Cavity in throat holding vocal 

cords. Hence laryn'geAL a. (also n., 

hypothetical phonetic element of a 

lanmgeal quality supposed to have 

existed in Proto-Indo-European), laryn- 
gic, a., laryngiT'is n., (-j-), laryn'go- 
comb. form, laryngOL'OQY n., (-ngg-). [f. 

Gk larugx -ggos ] 
Las'car, n. (E.-) Indian sailor, [erron. f. 
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Hind, lashkati army, or f. lashkari mili- 
taryj 

lasciv'ious, a. Lustful, wanton; inciting 
to lust. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, 
f. LL lasciviosus (L lascivia f. lascivus 
sportive, -ose1)] 

lash1, v.i. & t. 1. Make sudden movement 
of limb, tail, etc.; pour, rush, vehemently, 
whence ~'ings [-ing1(2)[ n. pi. (si.), 
plenty (of); strike violently at; hit or (of 
horse) kick out; break out into excess, 
strong language, etc. 2. Beat with lash, 
flog; (of waves) beat upon; castigate in 
words, rebuke, satirize; urge as with 
lashes (~ oneself into a fury, work up a 
rage); hence ~'ing 1(1) n. 3. Fasten (down, 
on, together, to something) with cord, 
twine, etc., whence ~'ing1(4) n.; ~"up a. 
& n., makeshift, [sense 1 perh. imit.; 
sense 2 f. foil.; sense 3 prob. separate wd, 
of unkn. orig. ] 

lash2, n. Stroke with thong, whip, etc.; 
flexible part of whip (the ~, punishment 
of flogging); = eye-~, whence ~'less a.; 
goading influence, [f. prec. in sense 1 ] 

lash'er, n. In vbl senses; || esp. (water 
rushing over) weir, pool below weir. 
[-ER1 ] 

lash'kar, n. Body of armed Indian tribes¬ 
men. [Hind., = army] 

|i las'pring, n. Young salmon, [perh. 
alt. of obs. lax-pink (lax2, pink5)] 

lasque (lahsk), n. Flat, ill-formed, or veiny 
diamond, [perh. f. Pers. lashk piece] 

lass, n. Girl (north., poet., etc.); sweet¬ 
heart. Hence ~'ie [-Y3] n. [ME lasce, 
cf. MSw. losk (kona) unmarried (woman)] 

lass'itude, n. Weariness, languor, dis¬ 
inclination to exert or interest oneself. 
[f. F, or L lassitudo (lassus tired, -tude)] 

lass'o (or lasob'), n. (pi. ~s), & v.t. 1. Sp.- 
-Amer. noosed rope of untanned hide for 
catching cattle etc. 2. v.t. Catch with 
[f. Sp. lazo LACE1] 

last1 (-ah-), n. Shoemaker’s wooden model 
for shaping shoe etc. on (stick to one’s ~, 
not meddle with things one does not 
understand, w. ref. to L prov. ne sulor 
supra crepidam). [OE Ise.ste last; cf. OHG 
leist last, Goth, laists track, OHG -leisa 
track, f. Gmc *lais-; cf. last4] 

last2 (-ah-), n. Commercial measure of 
weight, capacity, or quantity, varying 
with place & goods (~ of wool, 12 sacks or 
4,368 lb.; ~ of malt, 10 qrs or 80 bushels). 
[OE hleest, MLG, MDu. last, OHG (h)last, 
f. Gmc *hlath- LADE+n. suff. -sti-] 

last3 (-ah-), a., n., & adv. 1. Alter all 
others, coming at the end, (the ~ two etc. 
= the ~ & ~ but one etc., the two etc. ~ 
being now usu. held incorrect in this 
sense; ~ but not least, ~ in order of men¬ 
tion or occurrence but not of importance); 
belonging to the end, esp. of life or the 
world (the four ~ things, death, judge¬ 
ment, heaven, hell; ~ day, Day of Judge¬ 
ment ; on one’s ~ legs) ; next before ex¬ 
pressed or implied point of time, latest 

late 

up to date, most recent, (in the ~ fort¬ 
night, ~ Chr istmas, ~ Tuesday or Tuesday 
~; ~ evening or night or week or month or 
year used as adverbs, but not ~ morning, 
day, or afternoon; also ellipt, as n. for ~ 
letter, joke, baby, etc., as I said in my ~, 
have you heard —’s Mrs ■—’s ~); 
lowest, of least rank or estimation; only 
remaining (~ crust, resource); latest to be 
(was the ~ to be consulted); least likely, 
willing, suitable, etc. to or to be (should be 
the ~ to do it; is the ~ thing to try); con¬ 
clusive, definitive, (has said the ~ word on 
the matter); most up-to-date (the ~ thing 
in hats); utmost, extreme, (is of the ~ im¬ 
portance). 2. n. ~-mentioned person or 
thing (the, this, which, ~); ~ day or mo¬ 
ments, death, (the or his etc. ~); ~ per¬ 
formance of certain acts (breathe, look, 
one’s ~); ~ mention (shall never hear the 
~ of it); at ~, (also) at long ~, in the end, 
after much delay; to, till, the ~, to the 
end, esp. till death. 3. adv. After all 
others (~ came & ~ did go; freq. in comb., 
as ~-made, -mentioned); on the~ occasion 
before the present (when did you see him 
•—?); (in enumerations) in the ~ place, 
finally, also ~'ly2 adv. [OE lalost superl. 
of Iset a., late adv.; see latel, -est ; loss of 
-l- as in best] 

last4 (-ah-), v.i. & t., & n. 1. Go on, remain 
unexhausted or adequate or alive; suffice 
(will ~ me eight months; ivill ~ my time); 
~ out, continue esp. in vigour or use at 
least as long as. 2. n. Staying power, 
stamina. [OE Isestan, OS lestian, OHG 
leisten, Goth, laistjani. Gmc *laist- last1] 

last'ing (-ah-), a. & n. 1. Enduring, per¬ 
manent (no ~ benefit); durable; hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 2. n. Kind of durable 
cloth. [-ING2] 

Lataki'a (-oa), n. Kind of Turkish to¬ 
bacco chiefly used in mixtures. [~ (anc. 
Laodicea), a Syrian port] 

latch, n., & v.t. 1. Door or gate fastening 
made of small bar falling into catch & 
lifted by lever etc. from outside; small 
spring-lock of outer door catching when 
door is closed & worked by ~key; ~'key, 
any outer-door key, (fig.) symbol of 
emancipation; on the ~, fastened by ~ 
only. 2. v.t. Fasten with [(1) prob. f. 
obs. (exc. dial.) latch vb f. OE leeccan 
grasp; (2) f. sense 1] 

lllatch'et, n. (arch.). Thong for fastening 
shoe. [f. OF lachet, var. of lacet dim, of 
laz, las lace1] 

late1, a. (comp. ~r, latter; superl. ~s£, 
last 3), & n. After the due or usual time 
(was ~ for dinner; it is too ~ to go; with 
agent nouns, as ~-comer = one who 
comes ~); backward in flowering, ripen¬ 
ing, etc.; far on in day or night (~ dinner, 
in evening; ~ hours, after usual time for 
rising or going to bed), or in time (on 
Wednesday at ~st, then if not before); 
far on in a period, development, etc. (~ 
stained glass, ~ latin) ; no longer alive, no 
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longer having specified status etc., that 
was recently so-&-so, (the ~ prune minis¬ 
ter, dead or resigned: my ~ husband, 
residence); of recent date (the ~ floods, 
war; of ~ years, in the last few; also as n. 
in o/~, recently); [| ~ fee, on letter posted 
after ordinary collection time. Hence 
lat'KN6 v.t. & i.,'—''ness (-tn-) n., lat'isn1 
(2) a. & adv. [OE leet, OS lat, OHG last, 
ON lair, Goth, lats f. Gmc *lataz slow, 
cogn. w. L lassus] 

late2, adv. (~r, ~st, last3). After proper 
time (better ~ than never), far on in time 
(this happened ~r on; sooner or ~r, early 
or soon or some time or other); at 
or till late hour (we sat ~); (poet.) re¬ 
cently, lately, (I sent thee ~ a rosy wreath); 
formerly hut not now (his own room, ~ the 
chaplain’s); at late stage of development 
etc. (traces remained as ~ as the Stuart 
times) ;~inthe day, (colloq.) at a late stage, 
esp. unreasonably ~ in the proceedings 
etc. [OE late, adv. form of prec.] 

lateen', a. ~ sail, triangular on long yard 
at angle of 45° to mast; (of ship etc.) so 
rigged, [f. F (voile) latine Latin (sail), 
named as common in Mediterranean] 

late'ly (-tl-), adv. Not long ago, recently, 
in recent times. [OE Isetlice (late ’, -like) ] 

lat'ent, a. Hidden, concealed; existing 
hut not developed or manifest; dormant; 
~ heat. Hence lat'ENCY n., ~ly2 adv. [f. 
L latere be hidden, -ent] 

-later, suf. See -latry. 
lat'eral, a. & n. 1. Of, at, towards, from, 
the side, side-, (~ branch of family, de¬ 
scended from brother or 3ister of person 
in direct line). 2. n. Side part, member, 
or object, esp. ~ shoot or branch. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. L lateralis (latus -eris side, 
-AL)] 

Lat'eran, n. & a. The ~, St John ~, 
cathedral church of St John ~ (Sancti 
Joannis in ~o) in Rome; ~ Council, one of 
five general councils of Western Church 
there held. [f. L ~a, ~mbi, named f. 
ancient-Roman family of Plautii ~i] 

lat'erite, n. Red friable ferruginous sur¬ 
face clay much used for roadmaking in 
tropics, [f. L later brick + -ite ‘(2) ] 

lat'ex, n. (bot.). Milky fluid of (esp. 
rubber) plant. [L, = liquid] 

lath (-ah-), n. (pi. pr. -dhz), & v.t. 1. Piece 
of sawn or riven timber in. to § in. 
thick & 1 in. to in. wide esp. for use as 
support for slates or plaster or as material 
for trellis or Venetian blind (as thin as a 
~, of persons, when la'thv2 (-ah-) a.; 
~ plaster, material for interior wall- 
-faces, ceilings, partitions, etc.). 2. v.t. 
Provide (wall, ceiling) with ~s, whence 
la'thiN01(3) (-ah-) n. [ME laththe, repr. 
OE *laethth-, = OS, OHG latta; ult. rel. 
obsc. ] 

II lathe1 (-dh), n. One of the administra¬ 
tive districts of Kent. [OE Iseth estate] 

lathe2 (-dll), n. (Also turning-~) machine 
for turning wood, metal, ivory, etc., by 

rotating article against tools used; (also 
potter’s ~) machine with horizontal re¬ 
volving disc for throwing & turning 
pottery; ~-bearer, -carrier, -dog, appliance 
connecting object with ~ centres or 
holders; —bed, lower framework of ~ 
with slot from end to end for adjustment, 
[prob. rel. to Da. -lad structure, frame, as 
in drejelad turning-lathe, f. ON hlath, rel. 
to hlatha lade ] 

lath'er (-dh-), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Froth of 
soap & water; frothy sweat esp. of horse; 
(fig.) state of agitation; hence ~Y2 a. 
2. vb. Cover (esp. chin etc. for shaving) 
with ~; (of horse) become covered with 
~ ; (of soap) form ~ ; beat, thrash, whence 
~i-ng1(1) n. [OE leather = ON lauthr 
washing-soda, f. Gmc *lauthram cogn. w. 
L lavare wash ] 

lathi (laht'I), n. Long heavy iron-bound 
stick used as weapon by Indian natives 
& police. [Hind.] 

latifun'dia, n. pi. Large estates, esp. as 
characterizing a country's social system. 
[L (sing, -um), f. latus broad, fundus 
farm] 

Lat'in, a. & n. 1. Of Latium or ancient 
~s or Romans; of, like, in, the lan¬ 
guage of the ancient Romans, whence 
~ISH(4) n.; of the Roman Catholic 
Church; ~ (3ee western) Church; (of 
peoples) inheriting Roman customs etc., 
speaking one of the languages descended 
from~, Romance, (f/ie~ peoples, France, 
Spain, Portugal, Italy, etc.); ~ Quarter 
(F Quartier Latin), educational centre of 
Paris, where ~ was spoken in the Middle 
Ages, noted for its unconventional mode 
of life. Hence ~ate2 a., having a ~ 
character. 2. n. The ~ language (old ~, 
before about 75 B.C., preclassical; classical 
~, that of great writers of late republican 
& early imperial Rome, about 75 B.c. to 
a.d. 175; late ~, about a.b. 175 to 600; 
medieval~, about a.d. 600 to 1500; modern 
~, since a.d. 1500; low ~, = medieval, or 
late & medieval; silver1 ~; thieves’ ~, 
secret language of thieves etc.; dog ~), 
whence —LESS a.,~iST(3) n.; inhabitant of 
Latium, (Rom. ant.) Italian with special 
franchise. [ME, f. OF, or L Latinus 
(Latium Roman district, -ine1)] 

Latin'S, adv. In Latin (giving Latin 
equivalent of word etc.). [L] 

Latin'ity, n. Way person writes Latin, 
quality of Latin style or grammar, [t. L 
Latinitas (prec., -ty)] 

Iat'iniz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. & i. Give Latin 
form to (word), put into Latin; make 
conformable to ideas, customs, etc., of 
the ancient Romans, Latin peoples, or 
Latin Church; use Latin forms, idioms, 
etc. Hence ~a'tion, ~er1, nn. [f. LL 
latinizare (Latin, -ize)] 

lat'itudle, n. 1. (Joe.) breadth (hat icith 
great ~e of brim); (rare) scope, full ex¬ 
tent, (understood, taken, in its proper ~e). 
2. Freedom from narrowness, liberality 
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of interpretation, tolerated variety of ac¬ 
tion or opinion, whence (esp. of religious 
matters) ~InAR'iAN a. & n., ~inar'ian- 
ism(3) n. 3. (geog.). Angular distance on 
a meridian (degree, minute, etc., o/~e); 
place’s angular distance on its meridian 
N. or S. of equator (in ~e 40° N. etc.); 
(usu. pi.) regions, climes, esp. w. ref. to 
temperature (high ~es, far N. or S.; low 
~es, near equator). 4. (astron.). Angular 
distance of heavenly body from ecl.ptic. 
So ~inAL (-fid-) a. (geog.). [ME, f. L 
latitudo -inis (latus broad, -tude)] 

latrine' (-en), n. Place for evacuation of 
bowels or bladder, esp. in camp, barracks, 
hospital, etc. [F, f. L latrina for lavatrina 
(lavare wash, -ink)4] 

-latry, suf. f. Gk latreia worship, in wds 
f. an existing Gk original (idolatry), & 
mod. formations on same model (angelo- 
latry, Mariolatry). In (humorous) hybrid 
formations -o- is added to the initial com¬ 
ponent as lordolatry, babyolatry. Corre¬ 
sponding personal nn. (-worshipper) are 
formed in -(o)later f. Gk -latres. 

latt'en, n. Alloy of copper, zinc, lead, & 
tin, formerly used for monumental 
brasses; sheet tin; metal in thin plates. 
[ME laloun f. OF laton, leiton] 

latt'er, a. (Arch.) later, second, (~ grass, 
aftermath); belonging to end of period, 
world, etc. (in these ~ days, at this late 
period of the world’s history; ~ end, 
death); second-mentioned (opp. former-, 
also the ~ ellipt. = second-mentioned 
thing or person); ~-day, modern (—day 
saints, Mormons). [OE leetra comp, of 
last late *, later being a new formation] 

latt'erly, adv. Towards the end of life 
or some period; nowadays, of late. [f. 
prec. ] 

latt'ice, n. Structure of cross laths with 
interstices serving as screen, door, etc.; 
(also'—work) laths so arranged; ~ bridge, 
made with ~ girders; ~ frame or girder, 
girder made of two flanges connected by 
iron ~-work; ~ window, one having ~, 
also one with small panes set in diagonal 
lead-work. Hence latt'icBD2 (-st) a., 
latt'iciNGHe) n. [ME, f. OF latlis f. latte 
(f. WG *latta lath), + -is -ice] 

Lat'vian, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of the 
Socialist Soviet Republic of Latvia, the 
country of the Letts, on the Gulf of Riga 
in the Baltic, [f. Latvi see Lettish + -an] 

laud, n., & v.t. 1. Praise (rare exc. in 
hymns); (pi.) first of day-hours of church; 
hymn of praise. 2. v.t. Praise, celebrate; 
so ~a'tion, ~at'oR, nn.,~'ATrvE, ~'atORY, 
aa. [ME; n. f. OF laude, vb f. L laudare, 
f. L laudem nom. laus praise] 

laud'lable, a. Commendable, praise¬ 
worthy; (med., of secretions) healthy, 
sound. Hence or cogn. ~ai(ii.'rrY n., 
~abLY2 adv. [f. L laudabilis (prec., 
-able) ] 

laudanum (lbd'num), n. Tincture of 
opium, [name given by Paracelsus to a 

launch 

costly panacea or elixir, later transferred 
to preparations containing opium; perh. 
var. of L f. Gk ladanon, le-, a gum-resin, 
f. ledon mastic] 

laud ut'(if t&rn'ports do'ft (se pii'ero), 

phr. One who prefers the good old days 
(when he was a boy). [L, = praiser of time 
past] 

laugh (-abf, -4f), v.i. & t., & n. 1. Make 
the sounds & movements of face & sides 
by which lively amusement, sense of the 
ludicrous, exultation, & scorn, are in¬ 
stinctively expressed, have these emo¬ 
tions, (~ in one’s sleeve, be secretly 
amused; ~iny hyena, jackass; ~ on 
wrong side of mouth, have revulsion from 
joy or amusement to tears or vexation; 
he best who ~s last, warning against 
premature exultation); (of water, land¬ 
scape, corn, etc.) be lively with play 
of movement or light; utter ~ingly; 
hold up to scorn; ~ at, make fun of, 
ridicule, also look pleasantly or smile at; 
get (person) out of habit, belief, etc., by 
ridicule (~ person, opinion, etc., out of 
court, deprive of a hearing by ridicule); 
~ away, dismiss (subject) with a ~, while 
away (time) with jests; ~ down, silence 
with laughter;~ off (embarrassment etc.), 
get rid of with a jest; ~ over, discuss with 
laughter; hence ~'eu1 n., ~'ing2 a., 
~'ingLY2 adv., (-ahf-, -af-). 2. n. Sound 
made in, act of, ~ing ( join in the ~ , esp. of 
person taking banter good-humouredly; 
have, get, the ~ of, turn the tables on 
assailant, also have the ~ on one’s side); 
person’s manner of ~ing. [OE hliehhan, 
OS *hlahhian, OHG hlahhan, ON htija, 
Goth, hlahjan f. Gmc *hlah-] 

laugh'ablle (-ahf-, -af-), a. Exciting 
laughter, amusing. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[prec. n. or v. -t- -able] 

laugh'ing (-ahf-, -af-), n. In vbl senses; 
esp.: no ~ matter, serious thing, not a fit 
subject for ~; ~-gas, nitrous oxide, with 
intoxicating effect when inhaled, used as 
anaesthetic; ~-stock, person or thing 
generally ridiculed, [-ing1] 

laugh'ter (-ahf-, -af-), n. Laughing; 
Homeric ~. [OE hleahtor, OHG hlahtar, 
ON hldtr f. Gmc *hlahtraz] 

launce (lahns, Ians), n. Sand-eel. [perh. 
f. lance1, cf. garfish] 

launch1 (law-, lah-), v.t. &i.,&n. 1. Hurl, 
discharge, send forth, (missile, blow, cen¬ 
sure, threat, decree); burst (usu. out) into 
expense, strong language, etc. (also ~ out, 
abs., spend money freely, expatiate in 
words); set (vessel) afloat; send off, start, 
(person, enterprise) on a course; go forth, 
out, on an enterprise; ~wig -pad, site, etc., 
pad etc. from which rockets are ~ed. 
2. n. Process of ~ing ship. [ME, f. AF 
launcher = OF lander lance2] 

launch2 (law-, lah-), n. Man-of-war’s 
largest boat, used for shore-going, visiting 
other ships, etc. (admiral's ~, canopied 
or cabined ~ for use of admiral); engined 



launder 684 

pleasure-boat on rivers etc. [f. Sp. lancha 
pinnace perb. f. Malay lancharan (lanchar 
swift) J 

laun'der (lawn-, lahn-), v.t. & i. (Cbiefly 
as p.p.) wash & get up (linen); (of fabric, 
with adv.) admit of being ~ed. Hence 
~ette' (-6t) n., establishment with 
automatic washing machines available 
for public use. [f. ME lavnder a., washer 
of linen, contr. of lavander f. OF -ier f. 
Rom. *lavanda,rius (lavcmda neut. pi. 
gerundive of L lavare wash, -ary1)] 

laun'dress (lawn-, lahn-), n. Woman who 
washes & gets up linen; II caretaker of 
chambers in Inns of Court, [f. launder n. 
(prec.) + -ESS1] 

laun'dry (lawn-, lahn-), n. Establishment 
for washing linen; batch of clothes sent 
to or from ~. [contr. f. lavendry (f. OF 
lavanderie) after launder; see -RY ] 

laur'eate (or 15-), a. & n. Wreathed with, 
(of wreath) consisting of, laurel; worthy 
of laurels as poet (poet ~, or ~ as n., poet 
receiving stipend as writer of Court odes, 
whence ~smr (-t-sh-) n.), or for eloquence 
etc. [f. L laureatus (laurea laurel-wreath 
f. laurus laurel, -ate2)] 

lau'rel (16-), n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. Kinds of 
garden shrub (Portugal ~, with large 
glossy leaves); foliage of bay-tree as em¬ 
blem of victory or distinction in poetry 
(collect, sing, or pi.; reap, u:in, ~s; rest 
on one’s ~s, cease to strive for further 
glory; look to one’s ~s, beware of losing 
pre-eminence); ~-bottle, filled with -— 
-leaves for killing insects. 2. v.t. Wreathe 
with ~. [ME lorer f. OF lorier f. lor i. L 
laurus; -l by dissim. ] 

laurustin'us, -res-, (15-), n. Evergreen 
flowering shrub, [mod. L f. L laurus 
laurel + tinus a plant ] 

la'va (lah-), n. Matter flowing from vol¬ 
cano, solid substance it cools into; (w. 
pi.) kind, bed, of ~. [It. (lavare It. & L 
wash)] 

lavab'5, n. (pi. ~s). Ritual washing of 
celebrant’s hands at offertory, towel or 
basin used for this; monastery washing- 
-trough; wash-basin, (pi.) lavatory, (after 
F). [L, = I will wash, firstwd of Ps. xxv. 6] 

lava'tion, n. Washing, [f. L lavatio 
(lavare wash, -ation)] 

lav'atory, n. Vessel for washing (arch.); 
room etc. for washing hands & face; 
(euphem.) water-closet(s) and urinal, [f. 
LL lavatorium f. lavare wash, -ory(2)] 

lave, v.t. (poet.). Wash, bathe; (of stream 
etc.) wash against, flow along. [ME lave 
f. OF laver f. L lavare wash; coalescing 
w. OE laflan wash by affusion, rel. to 
MDu. laven, OHG labon refresh] 

lave'ment (-vm-), n. (rued.). Injection, 
enema. [F (prec., -ment)] 

lav'ender, n., & v.t. 1. Small lilac- 
-flowered narrow-leaved shrub cultivated 
for perfume; its flowers & stalks laid 
among linen etc. (lay up in ~, often fig., 
preserve piously for future use); pale blue 

law 

colour with trace of red; ~-water, per¬ 
fume of distilled ~, alcohol, & ambergris. 
2. v.t. Put ~ among (linen). [ME, f. AF 
lavendre, ult. dissimilated f. med. L 
lavandula. etc.; further history obsc. ] 

lav'er1, n. Kinds of marine algae, esp. the 
edible species. [L ] 

lav'er2, n. (Bibl.) large brazen vessel for 
Jewish priests’ ablutions; (arch.) wash¬ 
ing or fountain basin, font. [ME lavo(u)r 
f. OF lavcor, -coir lavatory] 

laverock. See lark ’. 
lav'ish, a., & v.t. 1. Giving or producing 
without stint, profuse, prodigal, (of 
money etc., in giving); very or over 
abundant; hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
2. v.t. Bestow or spend (money, effort, 
blood, admiration, etc.) profusely; hence 
~ment n. [ 15th c. lavas, f. obs. n. lavas 
(later -ish) profusion, f. OF lavasse (-ache) 
deluge of rain; see -ish2] 

law1, n. 1. Body of enacted or customary 
rules recognized by a community as 
binding, this personified, (the ~ forbids, 
allows; often the ~ of the land; the ~ of the 
Medes & Persians, unalterable see 
Dan. vi. 12; lay down the ~, talk authori¬ 
tatively, hector). 2. One of these rules. 
3. Their controlling influence, ~-abiding 
state of society, (often ~ <£- order; necessity 
knows no ~, over-rides its sanctity; be a 
~ unto oneself, take one’s own line, 
disregard convention); the ~s as a system 
(court of ~ ; so S0N-in-~ etc.) or science 
(learned in the ~ ; read ~, study the ~s), 
jurisprudence. 4. Binding injunctions 
(give the~ to, impose one’s will upon; his 
ivordis~). 5. (With defining word) one of 
the branches of the study of ~, the ~s 
concerning specified department, (com¬ 
mercial ~ ; the ~ of evidence; canon, civil, 

common1, martial, ~; international ~, ~ 
of nations, regulating relations between 
States). 6. The statute & common ~ 
(opp. equity). 7. (In pred. use, of 
decisions, opinions, etc.; also good, bad, 
etc., ~) borne out, or not, by the relevant 
~s (it may be common sense, bid it is not ~). 
8. The legal profession (usu. the ~; bred 
to the ~); legal knowledge. 9. Judicial 
remedy, ~ courts as providing it, litiga¬ 
tion, (go to ~; have, take, the ~ of person; 
take the ~ into one’s own hands, redress 
one’s wrong by force); the Law Courts, 
II (esp.) the royal Courts of Justice. 10. 
(Also ~ of Moses) precepts of Pentateuch, 
Mosaic dispensation. 11. Rule of action 
or procedure, esp. in an art, department 
of life, or game. 12. (Also ~ of nature or 
natural ~) correct statement of invariable 
sequence between specified conditions & 
specified phenomenon (~s ofmotio7i, three 
propositions formulated by Newton; 
Gresham’s ~, that bad money drives out 
good; Kepler’s ~s, three propositions on 
planetary motions; Grimm’s, Verner’s, ~, 
on consonant changes in Germanic lan¬ 
guages ; Parkinson’s ~, that work expands 
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so as to fill the time available for its 
completion, and that subordinates multi¬ 
ply at a fixed rate regardless of the 
amount of work produced). 13. —s of 
nature, regularity in nature {where they 
saw chance, we see —); Law of Nature (see 
also above) or Reason, principles of con¬ 
duct recognized as pleasing to God or 
as intrinsically reasonable. 14. (Sport) 
allowance, start, given to hunted animal 
or competitor in race, (whence gen.) time 
of grace, respite. 15. —abiding(ness), 
obedient, obedience, to ~; — calf, un¬ 
stained used for binding <—books; — 
court1; — French, the Anglo-Norman 
terms used in —-books & ~; —'giver, one 
who makes (esp. code of) —s; II ~-hand, 
handwriting used in legal documents; — 
Latin, barbarous Latin of early English 
statutes; II Law Lord, Lord of Appeal in 
Ordinary, member of House of Lords 
qualified to perform its legal work; 
~'maker, legislator; ~ merchant, mercan¬ 
tile —, —s regulating trade & commerce, 
differing in some respects from Common 
Law; — officer, legal functionary, || esp. 
Attorney-General or Solicitor-General 
or Lord Advocate; —-stationer, selling 
stationery needed by lawyers II & taking 
in documents to be engrossed; ~'suit, 
prosecution of claim in -—court; —term, 
word or expression used in—, also period 
appointed for sitting of — courts; —- 
-writer, writer on —, || also engrosser of 
legal documents, [late OE lagu f. ON 
*lagu pi. of lag something ‘laid down’ or 
fixed, cogn. w. lay3] 

|| law2, laws, int. (vulg.) expressing aston¬ 
ishment. [var. of lo, or earlier la, or lor’ 
for Lord] 

Iaw'ful, a. Permitted, appointed, quali¬ 
fied, or recognized, by law, not illegal or 
(of child) illegitimate. Hence —ly2 adv., 
—ness n. [-FUL] 

lawk(s), int. (vulg.) expressing astonish¬ 
ment; lawk-a-mussy (\ulg.), = Lord have 
mercy, [for alack or Lord] 

law'less, a. (Of country etc.) where law is 
non-existent or inoperative; regardless 
of, disobedient to, uncontrolled by, law, 
unbridled, licentious. Hence —ness n. 
[-LESS] 

lawnn. Kind of fine linen used esp. for 
bishop’s sleeves; — sieve, fine sieve of — 
or silk. Hence —'Y3 a. [prob. f. Laon in 
France] 

lawn2, n. || Glade (arch.); (extent of) 
grass-covered land; close-mown turf- 
-covered piece of pleasure-ground or 
garden, whence —'y2 a.; — -mower, 
machine with revolving spiral knives for 
mowing —s; —-sprinkler, machine for 
watering —s etc.; — tennis, modification 
of tennis played by two persons (single) 
or four (double) on a level court (‘ grass ’ or 
‘ hard ’) without walls. [16th c., f. ME 
laund(e) f. OF launde (mod. lande) f. 
Gaulish *landd land1] 

law'yer (or loi'er), n. Member of legal 
profession, esp. attorney, solicitor; person 
versed in law (good, no, etc., —); Penang 
—, walking-stick of Penang palm (perh. f. 
native tree name); sea —. [-yer] 

lax1, a. Loose, relaxed, not compact, 
porous, (rare); negligent, careless, not 
strict, vague. Hence or cogn. —'ity n., 
—'ly2 adv. [ME, f. L laxus cogn. w. 
languere languish ] 

lax3, n. Swedish or Norwegian salmon. 
[OE leax, OS, OHG lahs, ON (Sw., Da.) 
lax f. Gmc *lahs- ] 

lax'ative, a. & n. (Medicine) tending to 
loosen the bowels. [F (-if, -ive), f. LL 
laxativus (laxare, see lax1, -ative) j 

lay1, n. Short lyric or narrative poem 
meant to be sung; (poet.) song, poem,soug 
of birds. [ME, f. OF lai, of unkn. orig. ] 

lay2, a. Non-clerical, not in orders; of, 
done by, —man or laity; non-professional, 
not expert, (esp. w. ref. to law or medi¬ 
cine); — brother, sister, person who has 
taken habit & vows of religious order 
but is employed in manual labour & ex¬ 
cused other duties; — clerk, singing man 
in cathedral or collegiate church, parish 
clerk; — communion, membership of 
church as —man, also communicating 
of laity in eucharist; — deacon, man in 
deacon’s order but also following secular 
employment; || — lord, peer who is not 
law1 lord; ~'man, one of the laity, non- 
-expert in regard to some profession, art, 
or science (esp. law or medicine); — 
reader, —man licensed to conduct reli¬ 
gious services. [ME, f. OF lai f. LL f. Gk 
laikos laic ] 

lay3, v.t. & i. (laid), & n. 1. Prostrate (— 
loiv, bring down, humble); (of wind or 
rain) beat down (crops); cause (sea, wind, 
dust, misgivings, ghost) to subside. 2. 
Deposit; place in recumbent posture (— 
to sleep or rest, lit., & fig. = bury; — one’s 
bones, be buried in specified place); (of 
hen) produce (egg, or abs.); put down 
(amount, one’s head or life, etc.) as wager, 
stake, (abs.) announce readiness to bet 
(that —). 3. Place, set, apply, (— to 
heart ; — heads together, confer; laid a 
spark to the train; — hounds on scent; — 
hold on or of, seize, grasp, & fig. make 
capital of opponent’s weak point etc.; 
— one’s hopes on; — great store upon, value 
highly; — snare, trap, ambush; — wait3; 
— siege to, besiege, importune); locate 
(scene; scene of tale is laid in London); 
put (limb etc.) in certain position (horse 
laid his ears back; — hands on, seize, 
appropriate, also do violence to, esp. 
oneself = commit suicide, also find, as 
cannot — my hands upon it, also confirm 
or ordain by imposition of hands); aim 
(big gun) for direction; (with compl.) put 
into specified state (— land fallow, under 
water; — person under obligation, oblige 
him, under necessity, compel him, under 
contribution, make him contribute; — 
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bare, denude, reveal; ~ ivasle, ravage; 
~ open, reveal, explain, also break skin 
of; ~ fast, by the heels, confine or im¬ 
prison; ~ aboard). 4. Present, put for¬ 
ward, (esp. claim to something; ~ an 
information, bring indictment in legal 
form); place (facts, question) for con¬ 
sideration before person; (Pari.) Foreign 
Secretary etc. will ~ papers (i.e. on the 
table, to give information to the House 
of Commons); (of suitor) fix (damages) at 
certain sum; (arch.) impute (fault) to 
person or (mod.) to his charge, at or to his 
door-, represent (evil) as consequent on 
some cause. 5. Impose (penalty, com¬ 
mand, obligation, burden, tax), cast 
(blame), (up)on (~ stress, weight, emphasis, 
on, emphasize, treat as important); bring 
(stick etc.) down on (also ~ blows or it on 
adv.; & abs. ~ into, si., belabour, ~ 
about one, hit out on all sides). 6. Dispose, 
arrange, esp. horizontally (foundation, 
floor, bricks, submarine cable; ~ table, 
cloth, or breakfast etc., prepare table for 
meal; ~ the fire, put fuel ready for 
lighting); make (strand, rope) by twist¬ 
ing yam or strands; fix outlines of, devise 
(plan, plot; ~ one’s account2) ; put (colour 
etc.) on a surface in layers; cover, coat, 
strew, (surface) with carpet, metal, straw, 
etc.; laid paper (having ribbed surface 
owing to wires used in making). 7. v.i. 
(vulg., also naut.). = lie3; ~ on your 
oars, stop rowing but keep oars out; 
~'about n., habitual loafer or tramp. 
8. ~ aside or by, put away, cease to use 
or practise or think of, abandon, save 
(money etc.) for future needs; ~ down, 
put on the ground etc. (~ down one’s 
arms, surrender), relinquish (office, hopes), 
pay or wager (money), sacrifice (one’s 
life), (begin to) construct (ship, railway), 
formulate (rule, principle, course; ~ down 
the law1), set down (chart etc.) on paper, 
convert (land) into pasture (in, to, under, 
with, grass, clover, etc.), store (wine) in 
cellar; ~ in, provide oneself with stock of, 
(also, colloq.) shower blows; ~ off, dis¬ 
charge (temporarily) for lack of work, 
(colloq.) desist; ~ on, impose (tax, com¬ 
mand, penalty), deal blows, inflict (blows), 
ply (lash etc.), apply coat of (paint etc.; 
~ it on thick or with a trowel, use obvious 
flattery), provide pipes etc. supplying 
(gas, water, electricity), provide (enter¬ 
tainment, means of transport, etc.); ~ 
out, spread, expose to view etc., prepare 
(body) for burial, (si.) kill, (colloq.) put 
(person) out of action temporarily at 
football etc., expend (money), (refl.) take 
pains to do, dispose (grounds, garden) 
according to a plan; ~ up, store, put by, 
put (ship) out of commission, save (money, 
or abs.), (pass.) be confined to bed or 
house. 9. n. Line of business, job, pursuit, 
(si.); direction or amount of twist in rope- 
-strands; way, position, or direction, in 
which something (esp. country) lies, lie; 

portion of road widened to permit 
a vehicle to stop there without interfering 
with traffic; ~'onf, disposing or arrange¬ 
ment of ground etc., (of plans etc.) draw¬ 
ing showing arrangement, make-up of 
book, newspaper, advertisement, etc.; 
~ shaft, secondary shaft of a machine, 
not forming part of main system of 
power-transmission. [OE lecgan, OS 
leggian, OHG logon, lecken, ON leggja, 
Goth, lagjan f. Gmc *leg-, *lag- lie3] 

lay4. See lie3. 
lay'er, n., & v.t. & i. In vbl senses; also: 
stratum, thickness of matter (esp. one of 
several) spread over surface; (gardening) 
shoot fastened into earth to strike root 
while attached to parent plant (v.t., 
propagate thus); (pi.) patches of laid 
corn (v.i., of corn, be laid flat by weak¬ 
ness of growth); oyster-bed; good, bad, 
etc., ~ (of fowls); ~s <& backers, persons 
betting against, on, individual horse etc.; 
~-stool, root from which ~s are produced. 
IIence~ED2 (-erd) a. [lay3, -er1] 

layette', n. Clothes, toilet articles, & bed¬ 
ding, needed for newborn child. [F] 

lay fig'ure (-ger), n. Jointed wooden 
figure of human body used by artists for 
arranging drapery on etc.; unimportant 
person, nonentity; unreal character in 
novel etc. [lay f. obs. layman lay figure 
f. Du. leeman (led joint)] 

lay'lock, n. (Dial, for) lilac. 
lay-off (-awf), n. Period during which a 
workman is temporarily discharged; 
slack season, [lay3] 

II lay'stall (-awl), n. Refuse heap, [lay3, 
STALL] 

laz'ar, n. (arch.). Poor & diseased person, 
e3p. leper; —house, = foil. [ME, f. med. 
L lazarus f. proper name (Luke xvi. 20)] 

lazaret', -ett'o (pi. -os), n. Hospital 
(chiefly in foreign countries) for diseased 
poor, esp. lepers; building or ship for 
performing quarantine in; after part of 
ship’s hold used for stores. [F (-e(), f. It. 
lazzaretto (lazzaro lazar)] 

Laz'aras, n. Beggar, poor man, (esp. in 
contrasts, ~ & Dives etc.), [see lazar] 

laze, v.i. & t., & n. (colloq.). 1. Be lazy; 
pass (time) away in laziness. 2. n. Lazy 
time, [back formation f. lazy] 

laz'uli, n. = lapis lazuli. 

laz'y, a., & v.i. & t. X. Averse to labour, 
indolent, slothful; appropriate to or in¬ 
ducing indolence; ~-6ed, bed for potato- 
-growing about 6 ft wide with trench on 
each side; <—bones, ~ person; ~ pinion, 
serving as transmitter of motion between 
other pinions or wheels; ~-tongs, arrange¬ 
ment of zigzag levers for picking up 
distant objects; hence laz'iLY2 adv., 
laz'iNESS n. 2. vb. = laze. [16th c. 
laysie, lasie, laesy, of LG orig.; cf. LG 
lasich, Idsig, lazy] 

lazsaron'e, n. (pi. -ni, pr. -ne). Neapolitan 
street-lounger living by odd jobs & 
begging. [It. (lazar, -oon)] 
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’Id, abbr. of would (now rare, cf. ’D). 
-le, -el, suf. 1. f. ME -el, -le, f. OE -el, 

-ela, -(e)le in nn. (Gmc *-ila-), -ol, -ul, -el, 
in adjj.; after ch, soft g, n, r, sh, th, v, -el is 
retained, & after m the suf. becomes -hie. 
Nn. formed on n. stems have dim. sense 
(bramble), or that of tool, appliance, 
(thimble, handle); nn. formed on vb stems 
express agent (beadle), instrument (bridle, 
girdle), or less definite relations (bundle)-, 
adjj. formed on vb stems have the sense 
apt or liable to the vbl action (brittle, nimble). 
2. Occas. repr. ME -el, -cite, in nn. f. OF 
-el (mod. F usu. -eau) f. L -ellus, -ellum 
(bowel, tunnel, castle, mantle), OF -ele 
(mod. -elle) f. L -ella (chapel, novel); also f. 
other sources, as L -ale (cattle); f. F -aille 
f. L -alia see -al (battle), or F -eille f. L 
-icula (bottle)-, f. L -ulus, -ula, -ulum, 
(angle); -el in some mod. scientific wds on 
L anal, (carpel). 3. Verbal, f. ME -(e)len 
f. OE -lian f. Gmc *-ildjan, w. frequent, 
or dim, sense (nestle, twinkle, wrestle, 
crumple, dazzle). 

lea1, n. (poet.). Tract of open ground, 
esp. grass land. [OE lea(h), cogn. w. OHG 
loh grove, f. Gmc *lauh-, cogn. w. L Incus ] 

lea2, n. Measure of yarn (300, 200, 120, & 
80 yds in different districts etc.). [ME lee, 
perh. rel. to F lier f. L ligare to bind] 

leach, v.t. Make (liquid) percolate through 
some material; subject (bark, ore) to 
action of percolating fluid; purge (soluble 
matter) away etc. by such means, [prob. 
repr. OE leccan to water] 

lead1 (l§d), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Heavy easily 
fusible soft malleable base metal of dull 
pale bluish-grey colour (red red oxide 
of ~ used as pigment, minium; white ~, 
mixture of ~ carbonate & hydrated ~ 
oxide used as pigment, ceruse; = black 1- 

whence ~ is used, w. ph, for the small 
stick of graphite in pencil or pencil-case; 
ounce of bullet). 2. Lump of ~ used in 
sounding water (cast, heave, the ~; arm 
lhe~, fill hollow in it with tallow, to learn 
nature of bottom; || swing the ~, sh, 
malinger or scrimshank). 3. || pi. Strips 
of ~ used to cover roof, piece of (esp. 
horizontal) •—covered roof; ~ frames 
or cames holding glass of lattice or painted 
window. 4. (print.). Metal strip to give 
space between lines. 5. ~ comb, made of 
~ & used to darken hair; ~ pencil, of 
graphite usu. enclosed in cedar; ~- 
-poiso-ning, acute or chronic poisoning by 
taking of ~ into system; ~s'man, sailor 
who heaves the ~; ~ wool, ~ in a fibrous 
state, used for jointing water-pipes; 
~-work, plumber’s or glazier’s work; 
■'--works, place where —ore is smelted; 
~'wort, plumbago; hence ~'less a. 6. vb. 
Cover, weight, frame, (panes) with ~, 
(print.) separate lines of (printed matter) 
with •—'8: (of gun-barrel) become foul with 
coating of ~. [ O E lead, ML G lod, MH G lot ] 

lead2 (led), v.t. & i. (lid). 1. Force to go 
with one (~ captive, take away as prison- 

leaden 

er). 2. Conduct, guide, esp. by going in 
front (of person, also of motive, circum¬ 
stance, etc.; curiosity, chance, led him to 
Rome; ~ one a dance2 ; — one a life, worry 
him constantly; ~ the way, go first, take 
the lead in course lit. or fig.). 3. (Of 
commander) direct movements of. 4. 
Conduct (person) by the hand or contact, 
(animal) by halter etc., (led horse, spare 
horse led by groom etc.; led captain, 
hanger-on, toady, parasite; ~ woman to 
altar, marry); (Sc.) cart (corn etc.); guide 
by persuasion (is easier led than driven; 
~ astray, esp. tempt to sin etc.; ~ by the 
nose, induce to do unconsciously all one 
wishes). 5. Guide actions or opinions of, 
bring by argument etc. to conclusion, 
induce to do (~ one to suppose etc., deceive 
him into thinking); ply (witness) with 
leading questions. 6. (Of road etc.) con¬ 
duct (person, or usu. abs.) to place (all 
roads ~ to Rome; also fig. = have as 
result, this led to confusion). 7. Make 
(rope, water, etc.) go through pulley, 
channel, etc. 8. Pass, go through, spend, 
(life etc., esp. w. epithet as ~ a miserable 
existence, a double life). 9. Have first 
place in (~ the dance, van); (abs.) go first 
(~ off, begin into.), be first at some point 
in race, be ahead in game (Kent led on 
the first innings). 10. Direct by example 
(~ orchestra, band, chorus, etc.), set 
(fashion); be official director or spokesman 
of (party), || act as leading counsel in 
(case, or Usu. abs.). 11. (cards). Play as 
first card, be first player, in trick (~ up to, 
play so as to elicit higher card in later 
player’s hand), play one of (suit) when 
~ing. 12. ~ away, (usu. in pass.) induce 
to follow unthinkingly; ~ off, begin 
(dance, conversation, or abs.); ~ on, 
entice into going farther than was in¬ 
tended ; ~ up the garden (path); ~ up to, 
form preparation for, serve to introduce, 
direct conversation towards, (subject). 
Hence —'able a. [OE Uedan, OS ledian, 
OHG leiten, ON leitha, f. Gmc *laidhjan 
f. *laidho load1] 

lead3 (led), n. Direction given by going in 
front, example, (follcnv the ~ of; give one 
a ~, encourage him by doing thing, esp. 
leaping fence in hunting, first); leading 
place, leadership, (take the ~); artificial 
water-course, esp. leading to mill; 
(electr.) conductor conveying current 
from source to place of use, (~-in, con¬ 
ducting wire joining wireless receiver 
with external aerial); channel in ice-field; 
string etc. for leading dog; (cards) act or 
right of playing first (return ~, lead from 
suit already led by partner); (theatr.) 
(player of) chief part; —off, commence¬ 
ment. [f. prec. ] 

lea'den (lfid-), a. (As) of lead (sleep’s ~ 
sceptre, stupefying power; ~ sword, use¬ 
less) ; heavy, slow, burdensome, (~ limbs); 
inert, deadening, (~ rule); lead-coloured. 
[-EN1] 
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Leadenhall (lM'enhawl'), n. (Used for) ~ 
meat and poultry market in London, 

lead'er (led-), n. In vbl senses of lead2 

(follow my ~); also or esp.: ~ of House of 
Commons & House of Lords, member of 
Government with official initiative in 
business; II counsel who leads in case, also 
Q.C., also senior counsel of circuit; front 
horse(s) in team or tandem (opp. wheel¬ 

er); leading performer in orchestra; 
shoot growing at apex of stem or principal 
branch; tendon; II = leading2 article; 
(print.) line of dots or dashes to guide eye. 
Hence ~less a., ~ship(1, 3) n. [-eh1] 

II leaderette' (led-), n. Short editorial 
paragraph after leading article, [prec., 
-ETTE ] 

lead'ing1 (ledO, n. In vbl senses; esp.: 
men of light & of deserved influence; 
~-business, parts usu. taken by ~ actor; 

to lead horse with; ~-staff, at¬ 
tached to ring in bull’s nose; ~-strings, 
with which children were formerly taught 
to walk (in~-slrings, in state of pupilage). 
[-ING1] 

lead'ing2 (ledO, a. In vbl senses; II ~ 
article, editorial expression of opinion 
at full length in newspaper, (commerc). 
article of trade sold at low price to at¬ 
tract custom for other things; ~ case 
(law), serving as precedent for deciding 
others; ~ edge, foremost edge of aircraft’s 
wing, opp. trailing edge; ~ lady, man, 
taking chief part in play; ~ motive, transl. 
of leitmotiv ; ~ note, seventh of diatonic 
scale, semitone below keynote; ~ ques¬ 
tion, prompting desired answer, [-ing2] 

leaf, n. (pi. leaves), & v.i. & t. 1. Expanded 
organ (usu. green) of plant springing from 
side of stem or branch or direct from root; 
(pop.) petal (esp. rose—); foliage (fall of 
the ~, autumn; in ~, with leaves out), 
leaves of tobacco or tea. 2. Single thick¬ 
ness of folded paper, esp. (= 2 pages) in 
book (take a ~ out of person’s book 1; turn 
over a new ~, mend one’s ways). 3. Very 
thin sheet of metal, esp. gold or silver, or 
horn, marble, talc, etc. 4. Hinged part 
or flap of door, shutter, table (also used 
of extra section inserted in expansible 
table), bridge (= bascule), or rifle-sight. 
5. Tooth of pinion. 6. ~ brass, brass foil; 
~ insect (having wings resembling ~ of 
plant); <—lard (made from layers of fat 
round pig’s kidneys); ~-moulcl, soil com¬ 
posed chiefly of decaying leaves; hence 
~'age(1) n., (-)~ed2 (-ft), ~'less, aa., 
~'lessNE8s n., ~'Ya a., ~'iness n. 7. vb. 
Put forth leaves; turn over leaves or 
pages of (book etc.). [OE leaf, OS lof, 
OHG loup, ON lauf, Goth, laufs f. Gmc 
*laubhaz, -am] 

leaf'let, n. (Bot.) one division of com¬ 
pound leaf; young leaf; small leaf of 
paper, or sheet or leaves folded but not 
stitched, with printed matter, esp. for 
gratuitous distribution, [-let] 

league1 (-g), n. Varying measure of 

road-distance, usu. about three miles. 
[ME; ult. f. LL leuga, leuca, of Gaulish 
orig. ] 

league2 (-g), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Compact for 
mutual protection & assistance or pro¬ 
secution of common interests, parties 
(whether States or individuals) to such 
compact, (Solemn L~ <6- covenant ; prim¬ 

rose ; in ~ with, allied with); || L~ 
football (in which clubs forming a ~ play 
each other for championship); L~ of 
Nations (established by the treaty of 
peace 1919 to try to prevent war), now 
replaced by united Natioyis. 2. vb. Join 
(t. & i.) in ~ (esp. in p.p. ~d together or 
with), [f. I’ ligue f. It. liga, var. of lega i. 
legare (L ligare bind)] 

II leag'uer1 (-ger), n., & v.t. & i. = laager. 
[f. Du. leger camp, cogn. w. lair] 

leag'uer2 (-ger), n. Member of league2. 
[ -ER1 ] 

leak, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Hole caused by 
injury, wear, etc., through which fluid 
makes way into or out of vessel that is 
immersed in or contains it or through a 
dike (spring a ~, develop one). 2. vb. 
Let fluid, (of fluid) pass, out or in through 
~; (of secrets etc.) transpire, come out 
gradually; hence ~'age(3) n., what ~s 
out or in, transpiring of secrets, unex¬ 
plained disappearance of money pointing 
to embezzlement etc.; divulge (secret 
etc.), [of LG orig.; MDu. lek, lek-n. (cogn. 
w. ON leki), lekan vb (ON leka, cf. OHG 
zelechen, (Gleck)leaky),f. Gmc *lek-, *lak-] 

leak'ly, a. Having leak(s); incontinent of 
m-ine; given to letting out secrets. Hence 
~1ness n. [-Y2] 

II leal, a. (Sc. & literary). Loyal, honest, 
(land1 of the ~). [ME, f. OF leel, leal, 
loial loyal J 

lean1, a. & n. 1, (Of persons) thin, not 
plump; meagre, of poor quality, in- 
nutritious, (~ crops, diet; ~ years, of 
scarcity); unremunerative; (of meat) 
consisting chiefly of muscular tissue, not 
of fat. 2. n. ~ part of meat. Hence 

- -’ness n. [OE hlsene, f. Gmc *hlainjaz] 
lean2, v.i. & t. (past & p.p. ~ed, or 
pr. 16nt), & n. 1. Incline one’s body 
against something for support, support 
oneself (of thing, be supported in sloping 
position) against or on (mil., ~ upon, have 
as protection on flank); rely or depend 
(up)on; incline body back, forward, over, 
towards, etc. (~ over backwards, go to the 
other extreme, go to the limit of eager¬ 
ness to agree); stand obliquely, out of the 
perpendicular (~ing tower); have ten¬ 
dency to mercy etc., be partial to cause, 
opinion, or person, whence ^'ing’O) n.; 
place (thing) in ~ing position; 
building with rafters resting against side 
of another, pent-house. 2. n. Inclination, 
slope, (has a decided ~ to the right). [OE 
hleonian, hlinian, OS hlinon, OHG 
(h)linen, f. Gmc *hli-, *hlai-; cogn. w. 
LADDER, CLIMAX] 
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leap1, v.i. & t. (past & p.p. ~f pr. 16pt, 
or ~ed). = jump (look1 before you ~); ~- 
-frog, (n.) game in which players vault 
with parted legs over others bending 
down, (vb) perform such vault (over). 
Hence ^'er1 n. [OE hleapan, OS -hlopan, 
OHG hlauffan, ON hlaupa, Goth. 
-hlawpani. Gmc "hlaupan ] 

leap2, n. Jump (~ in the dark, hazardous 
attempt of doubtful issue; by ~s dfr 
bounds, with startlingly rapid progress); 
thing to be jumped; —day, 29th Feb.; 
~-2/ear, with intercalary day (peril, 
because fixed festivals after February in 
~-year fall two weekdays, instead of as 
usual one, later than in the preceding 
year), ~-year proposal (joe., of woman to 
man, allowable only in—year). [OE hlyp 
i. root of prec. ] 

learn (ldrn), v.t. & i. (past & p.p. ~t, ~ed 
pr. -nd). Get knowledge of (subject) or 
skill in (art etc.) by study, experience, or 
being taught (from, of); commit to mem¬ 
ory (esp. ~ by heart or rote); become aware 
by information or from observation that, 
how, etc. (I am or have yet to ~, do not 
know, usu. with implication of disbelief), 
be informed of, ascertain; receive instruc¬ 
tion; (arch., joc., or vulg.) teach. Hence 
~'able a., ~'er1 n., (ldl-). [OE leornian, 
OS linon, OHG lirnen, lernen f. Gmc 
"Us-, *lais-; see lore1 ] 

learn'ed (l€t-), a. Deeply read, erudite; 
showing profound knowledge; II (in con¬ 
ventionally courteous mention of lawyer 
in House of Commons, law courts, etc.) ~ 
in the law (esp. my ~ friend or brother); 
(of language, profession, etc.) pursued or 
studied by, (of words in a language) intro¬ 
duced by, ~ men. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. 
prec. in obs. sense (still in vulg. use) teach, 
-f- -ED 1 ] 

learning (16r-), n. In vbl senses; esp. 
(possession of) knowledge got by study, 
esp. of language or literary or historical 
science (the new ~, studies, esp. of Greek, 
introduced into England in 16th c., 
renaissance). [-ING1] 

lease1, n., & v.t. 1. Contract by which 
lessor, usu. in consideration of rent, con¬ 
veys land or tenement to lessee for speci¬ 
fied time (put out to ~; by or on ~; a new 
~ of life, prospect of living due to re¬ 
covered health or removal of anxiety 
etc.); ~'hold(er), (person having) tenure, 
real property held, by ~; L~-Lend (later 
Lend-L~), applied orig. in 1941 to an 
arrangement whereby sites in British 
oversea possessions were ~d to the 
United States as bases in exchange for 
the loan of destroyers, later extended 
to the pooling of the resources & output 
of the United Nations, also attrib. & as 
v.t. 2. v.t. Grant or take ~ of. [f. AF 
les = OF lais, lets, f. lesser, laissier f. L 
laxare (lax) to loose] 

lease2, n. Crossing of warp-threads in 
loom; = foil, (weaving), [app. var. of 

leash, perh. by confusion w. F lisse, 
lice] 

leash, n., & v.t. 1. Thong in which 
hounds or coursing-dogs are held (hold in 
~, control); set of three hounds, hares, 
etc.; (weaving) cord with eye to receive 
warp-thread extending between parallel 
laths of loom-heddle. 2. v.t. Connect, 
hold in, with ~. [ME, f. OF lesse f. spec, 
use of lesser, laissier; see lease 1 ] 

leas'ing (-z-), n. (bibl.). Lying, lie. [OE 
leasung f. leasian f. leas false, f. Gmc 
*laus-; see loose1, -less] 

least, a., n., & adv. 1. Smallest, slightest, 
(the ~, esp. after neg., any however small; 
~ common multiple ; line of~ resistance). 

2. n. ~ amount (to say the ~ of it, to put 
the case moderately; ~ said soonest 
mended, discussion will only make things 
worse); at ~, at all events, even if a wider 
statement is disputable, (also at the ~) at 
the lowest computation; (in) thein the 
smallest degree, at all. 3. adv. In the ~ 
degree. [OE l&st, ISesest f. Gmc “laisistaz, 
superl. of *laisiz (less, -est) ] 

least'ways (-z; vulg.), least'wise ( z; 
rare), adw. Or at least, or rather, 
[-WAYS, -WISE] 

II leat, n. Open water-course conducting 
water to mill etc. [OE -geliet (v-+root 
of LET2)] 

lea'ther (16dh -), n., & v.t. I. Skin prepared 
for use by tanning or similar process 
(patent ~, with fine black varnished sur¬ 
face ; II American ~, kind of oilcloth; ~ d> 
(prop. or) prunella, a difference in clothes 
only, see Pope, Essay, iv. 204; nothing 
like ~, one’s own goods will serve all 
purposes; vb, cover or arm with ~). 
2. Article, or part of one, made of ~, 
piece of ~ for polishing; thong (esp. 
stirrup-~; vb, beat with strap, whence 
~ing1(1) n.); (si.) cricket-ball (—hunting, 
fielding) or football; (pi.) leggings or 
breeches. 3. <■—back, kind of turtle; ~- 
-head, blockhead; <■—jacket, kinds of fish, 
II crane-fly grub; —neck, (sailor’s name, 
w. ref. to ~ stock formerly worn, for) 
soldier; ~-ivood, kinds of tough-barked 
tree. Hence ~ette'(2) n., ~n [-en5J, ~y2 

(esp. of meat etc., tough), aa. [OE tether, 
OS -ar, OHG ledar, ON letter f. Gmc 
*lethram] 

lea'theroid (16dh-), n. Cotton paper 
chemically treated & resembling raw 
hide, [-oid] 

leave ’, n. Permission (to do; by your ~, 
apology, often iron., for taking liberty, 
making unwelcome statement, etc., esp. 
as porter’s formula for asking person to 
make way for him & his load; without 
a ‘ with your ~ ’ or ‘ by your ~ ’, colloq., 
without even asking ~); (in Services, 
offices, schools) ~ (of absence), permission 
to be absent from duty, period for which 
this lasts (on ~, absent thus; —breaker, 
person remaining away beyond the 
period; || ticket of ~); take (one’s) ~ (of), 
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bid farewell (to: take ~ of one’s senses, go for their natural development. [G, 
mad), whence ~-takiNO *(1) n.; french ~; 

way [OE leaf, OHG *louba (cf. 

irlouben, Goth, uslaubjan to permit), f. 
WG *laubhd; cogn. w. belief, lief, 

LOVE] 

leave2, v.t. (Uft), & n. 1. Cause to or let 
remain, depart without taking, (~s a 
wife & three sons; six from seven ~s one; 
■—s much etc. to be desired, is unsatis¬ 
factory ; left his gloves); bequeath. 2. 
Abstain from consuming or dealing with; 
(pass.) remain over. 3. Let remain in 
specified state (this ~s me cool, cold, does 
not excite me; ~ it at that, colloq., abstain 
from comment or further action; be well 
etc. left, provided for by legacy etc.; ~ 
undone, unsaid, etc.). 4. Commit, refer, 
to another agent etc. than oneself (~ it to 
you, sir, fix my pay yourself; nothing was 
left to accident-, ~ him to himself, do not 
try to control). 5. Allow (person, thing) 
to do something without interference. 
6. Deposit, entrust, (thing, instructions, 
message), station (person), to be seen to, 
delivered, etc., or to discharge function, 
in one’s absence (~ card on person, as 
equivalent of formal call). 7. Quit, go 
away from, (left him quite well an hour ago; 
~ this or here; ~ the track, room); (abs.) 
depart (we ~ tomorrmv, often for destina¬ 
tion). 8. Pass (object) so as to put it in 
specified relative direction (~ the church 
on the left). 9. Cease to reside at (place), 
belong to (school, society), or serve (em¬ 
ployer), (also abs., as I am leaving at 
Christmas). 10. Abandon, forsake (esp. 
~ in the lurch; get left, colloq., be deserted 
or worsted). 11. ~ alone, not interfere 
with; ~ behind, go away without, ~ as 
consequence or trace, pass; ~ go (vulg.), 
relax one’s hold; ~ hold of, cease holding; 
~ off, cease to wear, discontinue (habit, 
doiwflr, u>ork), (intr.) come to or make an 
end; ~ oxd, omit; ~ over, let stand over 
for the time. 12. n. (billiards). Position in 
which player ~s the balls. Hence (usu. 
pi.) leav'lNG1(2) n. [OE Ifpfan, OS 
-lebian, OHG leiben, ON leifa, Goth. 
-laibjan f. Gmc *laibhjan f. *ltbh-, *laibh- 
(LIFE, LIVE)] 

(-)leaved (-vd), a. Having leaves (rare); 
having — leaves (one-~ table; red-~). [f. 
LEAF +-ED2] 

lea'ven (16-), n., & v.t. 1. Substance added 
to dough to produce fermentation, esp. 
fermenting dough reserved for purpose; 
(fig.) spreading & transforming influence 
(Matt. xiii. 33), tiuge or admixture of 
some quality; the old ~, traces of un¬ 

regenerate state (1 Cor. v. C, 7). 2. v.t. 
Ferment (dough) with ~; permeate & 
transform, modify with tempering ele¬ 
ment. [ME levain(e) f. OF levain f. Rom. 
spec, use of L levamen (levare lift, -men)] 

leaves. See leaf. 

lebensratim (ldb'ensrowm), n. Territory 
which the Germans believed was needed 

= living-space] 
lech'er, n. (arch.). Fornicator, debauchee. 

So ~ous a., ~ously2 adv., lech'ERY(4) n. 
[ME, f. OF lecheor etc., f. lechier to live in 
debauchery or gluttony, f. Frank. *likkon 
LICK] 

lec'tem, n. Reading or singing desk in 
church, esp. that for the lessons. [ME 
lettorne f. OF lettrun, leitrun f. LL lectrum 
(legere led- read)] 

lec'tionary (-sho-), n. Book containing, 
list of, portions of Scripture appointed 
to be read at divine service, [f. med. L 
lectionarium (lectio reading, see prec., 
-ARY1)] 

lec'turle, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Discourse 
before audience or class on given subject, 
usu. by way of instruction; admonition, 
reproof, (read one a ~e, reprove him). 
2. vb. Deliver ~e or ~es (on subject); 
instruct or entertain (class etc.) by 
~e; admonish, reprimand; hence ~er1 

(-kche)- n. [ME, f. OF, or med. L ledura 
(legere led- read, -ure)] 

lec'tureship (-kcher-), (rare) -urership, 
n. Office of lecturer, [prec. +-ship (un¬ 
usual formation)] 

led. See lead2. 

ledge, n. Narrow horizontal surface pro 
jecting from wall etc.; shelf-like projec¬ 
tion on side of rock or mountain; ridge of 
rocks, esp. below water; (mining) stratum 
of metal-bearing rock. Hence ledg'v2, 
ledgED2 (-jd), aa. [poss. f. ME legge lay3] 

ledg'er, n. & a. 1. Principal book of the 
set used for recording trade transactions, 
containing debtor-&-creditor accounts; 
horizontal timber in scaffolding, parallel 
to face of building; flat grave-stone; 
~-blade, stationary blade in cloth-shear¬ 
ing machine acting with revolving spiral 
blade; ~-tackle, kind of fishing-tackle in 
which lead bullet keeps bait on bottom. 
2. adj. (mus.). ~ (or leger) line, short line 
added above or below stave for outside 
notes (perh. attrib. use of n. in scaffolding 
sense), [f. the senses of Du. ligger & logger, 
the forms being conformed to the dial. 
(ME) ligge, legge of lie3, lay3 (cf. ledge)] 

lee, n. Shelter given by neighbouring 
object (under the ~ of); (also ~ side) 
sheltered side, side away from wind, (opp. 
windward, weather side; often attrib., ~ 
or = belonging to ship’s ~ side, or to 
lee-ward of other object, whence ~'most 
a.); ~-board, plank frame fixed to side 
of flat-bottomed vessel & let down into 
water to diminish ~way; ~ shore, shore 
to leeward of ship ; ~'way, lateral drift of 
ship to leeward of course (make up ~way, 
fig., struggle out of bad position, often 
much ~way to make up). [OE hleo, OS 
hleo, ON hit f. Gmc *hlew-] 

II leech1, n. (arch., poet., or joc.). Physi¬ 
cian, healer; craft, art of healing. [OE 
X&ce, OS laki, OHG lahhi, Goth, lekeis f. 
Gmc *Wkjaz] 
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leech2, n. Kinds of aquatic bloodsucking 
worm, esp. that used medicinally for 
bleeding (stick like a persistently); 
person who sucks profit out of others. 
[OE l&ce, cf. MDu. lake] 

|] leech3, n. Perpendicular or sloping side 
of sail. [15th c., orig. unkn.; rel. to ON 
Uk (cf. Sw. lilc. Da. lig bolt-rope), Du. 
lijk, G liek leech-line] 

leek, n. Culinary herb like onion, but with 
cylindrical bulb; this as Welsh national 
emblem (cf. rose ; eat the~, pocket affront, 
see Shak. Hen. V, v. i.). [OE leac, OHG 
louh, ON laukr f. Gmc *laukaz] 

leer1, v.i., & n. Glance (esp. sideways) 
with sly, lascivious, or malign expression. 
Hence ~'ingLYa adv. [16th c., perh. f. 
obs. leer cheek, as though ‘ to glance over 
one’s cheek ’ ] 

leer2, n. Annealing-furnace for glass, 
[orig. unkn.] 

leer'y, a. (si.). Knowing, sly. [perh. f. 
LEER1 n. + -Y2] 

lees (-z), n. pi. Sediment of wine etc. 
(drink, drain, to the ~, lit. & fig.); basest 
part, refuse. [ME lie, pi. lies, f. OF lie, 
f. med. L lia (pi. liae) f. Gaulish liga ] 

leet1, n. (hist.). Yearly or half-yearly 
court of record (also court ~) holdable by 
lords of certain manors; its jurisdiction, 
its district. [ME, f. AF lete (= AL leta) of 
unkn. orig.] 

|| leet2, n. (Sc.). Selected list of candidates 
for some office; short ~, select list for 
final choice. [15th c. lite, prob. f. AF, OF 
lit(t)e, var. of lisle list1] 

lee'ward (or, esp. naut., lu’ard), a., adv., 
& n. On, towards, the sheltered side (opp. 
ivindward); (n.) this direction (to ~, on the 
~ of). Hence ~most a. [lee +-ward] 

lee'wardly (see prec.), a. (Of ship) apt to 
fall to leeward (opp. weatherly). [-ly 1 ] 

left1, a., adv., & n. 1. Belonging to the 
side of a person’s body that is westward 
when he faces N. or that has normally the 
less-used hand, having corresponding 
relation to front of any object (~ wing or 
flank of army; ~ bank of river, assuming 
it to face the way it flows); situated 
nearer to or more directly in front of 
observer’s or speaker’s ~ hand than his 
right; ~ hand, lit., & = region or direction 
nearer the ~ hand, (on the ~ hand of, in 
that direction relatively to; marry with 
the~ hand, morganatically; ~-hand blow, 
delivered with it; ~-hand man, standing 
next one on ~; '—hand rope, twisted 
counter-clockwise); over the ~ (shoulder 
now rare), si. phr. denoting that what is 
said is to be interpreted by contraries; 
~ turn, that brings one’s front to face as 

one’s ~ side did before; hence ~'most a., 

~'ward a. & adv., wards adv. 2. adv. 

On or to the ~ side. 3. n. ~ hand (lit. in 
pugilism, as got in one with his ~; cannon 
to ~ of them.); ~ wing of army; (pol., L~, 
orig. of continental legislatures) more 
radical section of legislative chamber 

leg 

seated on president’s ~, political radicals 
collectively; advanced or innovating 
section of philosophical school, religious 
sect, etc. Hence (colloq.) ~'rsM(3) n., 
principles or policy of the political ~, 
~'IST(2) n. & a. [ME luft, lift, left; orig. 
sense ‘ weak, worthless ’ in OE lyft-adl 
paralysis, also EFris. luf, Du. loof; sense 
‘ left ’ in MDu., LG luchter, lucid, luft, 
NFris. leeft, leefter] 

left2. See leave2. 

left-hand'ed, a. Having left hand more 
serviceable than right, using it by pre¬ 
ference; awkward, clumsy; ambiguous, 
double-edged, of doubtful sincerity or 
validity, (esp. ~ compliment-, also occas. 
of marriage = fictitious, cf. correct sense 
below); (arch.) ill-omened, sinister; (of 
marriage) morganatic (from German 
custom by which bridegroom gave left 
hand in such marriages); adapted for use 
of, (of blow) delivered with, left hand. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [-ED2] 

left-hand'er, n. Left-handed person 
(esp. in games) or blow. [-ER1 ] 

leg, n., & v.i. & t. (-gg-). 1. Organ of sup¬ 
port & locomotion in animal, esp. human, 
body, part of this from hip to ankle, (all 
~s, overgrown; boot2 is on other ~; pull 
one’s ~, colloq., befool him; give one a ~ 
up, help him to mount or get over obstacle 
material or other; bone in one’s ~; have 
the ~s of, be able to go faster than; put 
one’s best 1 ~ foremost; shake a ~, dance; 
show a ~, get out of bed; stretch one’s ~s, 
take walking exercise; take to one’s ~s, 
run away; on one’s ~s, also joc. hind ~s, 
standing esp. to make speech, also well 
enough to go about, also in prosperous or 
established state, esp. set one on his ~s; 
stand on one’s own ~s, be self-reliant or 
independent; fall 1 on one’s ~s; has not 
a ~ to stand on, cannot support thesis by 
any facts or sound reasons; on one’s last 
~s, near death or end; walk etc. one off 
his ~s, tire him out in walking etc.; feel, 
find, one’s ~s, get power of standing or 
walking; keep one’s ~s, not fall; ~ before 
wicket, abbr. l.b.w., illegal stopping of 
cricket ball by batsman’s ~; Sea-~s). 

2. ~ of animal as food (~ of midton; ~-o/- 
-mutton sail, sleeve, so shaped). 3. Obei¬ 
sance made by drawing back one ~ (usu. 
make a ~; arch.). 4. || Swindler (for 
black1—). 5. (crick.). Part of field to 
right rear of batsman in position (~ 
stump, stump nearest this; long, short, 
square, ~, fielders variously posted in it; 
hit to ~). 6. Artificial ~ (cork, wooden, 
etc., ~). 7. Part of garment covering 
8. Support, pole, prop, of machine etc.; 
support of chair, table, bed, etc.; one 
branch of forked object; side of triangle 
other than base. 9. (naut.). Run made 
on single tack (usu. long, short, ~). 10. 
(colloq.). One of two games constittiting 
a round; hop or stage of long-distance 
flight or journey. 11. (five ~-bail, 
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decamp; —bye; ~-guard, pad for ankle, 
shin, & knee, in cricket; ~-pull (colloq.), 
an attempt to befool a person; ~-rest, 
support for seated invalid’s ~; ~ theory 
(cricket), bowling to ~ with fieldsmen 
massed on that side. Hence (-)~gED2 

(-gd), ~'less, aa. 12. v.i. ~ it, walk or run 
hard; (v.t.) propel (boat) through canal- 
-tunnel by pushing with ~s against 
tunnel-sides, whence ~g,ER1 (-g-) n. [HE, 
f. ON leggr, f. *lagjaz] 

leg'acy, n. Sum of money or article given 
by will; material or immaterial thing 
handed down by predecessor; —hunter, 
person who pays court to another to se¬ 
cure [ME, f. OF legaeie legateship, f. 
med. L legatia (legate, -acy)] 

leg'al, a. Of, based on, falling within 
province of, occupied with, law (~ aid, 
official assistance allowed under certain 
conditions towards the expense of litiga¬ 
tion); required or appointed by law (~ 
tender, money that creditor is bound to 
accept in payment); *-~(bank) holiday; 
recognized by law as distinguished from 
equity; lawful, whence ~ize(3) v.t., 
~izA'Tl0N n.; (theol.) of the Mosaic law, 
of salvation by works not faith. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. F, or L legalis (lex legis 
law, -AL), cf. LEAL, LOYAL] 

leg'al|ism, n. (Theol.) preference of the 
Law to the Gospel, doctrine of justifica¬ 
tion by works; exaltation of law or for¬ 
mula, red tape. So~lST(2)n. [-ism] 

legal'ity, n. Legalism; lawfulness, [f. F 
UgaliU or med. L -itas (LEGAL, -ITY)] 

leg'ate1, n. Ecclesiastic deputed to 
represent Pope (~ a lat'irS, one of highest 
class & full powers), whence leg'atiNE1 
(-In) a.; (arch.) ambassador, delegate. 
Hence ~ship (-tshlp) n. [ME, f. OF legal 
f. L legatus p.p. of legare commission] 

legat|e'2, v.t. Bequeath (often give <£~e). 
So~or n. [f. L legare (prec.), -ate3] 

legatee', n. Recipient of legacy, [prec., 
-EE] 

lega'tion, n. Sending of legate or deputy; 
body of deputies; diplomatic minister & 
his suite (esp. when he does not rank as 
ambassador), his official residence; le¬ 
gateship. [ME, f. L legatio (legate l, -ion)] 

lega'to (-ah-), mus. direction. Smoothly, 
without breaks. [It., = bound (L ligare 
bind)] 

le'gend, n. Collection of lives of saints 
or similar stories, esp. the (Golden) Lr~, 
particular 13th-c. collection (hist.); tra¬ 
ditional story popularly regarded as 
historical, myth, such literature or 
tradition (so in ~), whence ~ary 1 a.; 
inscription or motto, esp. on coin or 
medal; (print.) title on illustration. 
Hence ~ry(5) n. [ME, f. OF legende f. 
med. L legenda what is read (L legere read) ] 

le'ger. Var. of ledger a. 
le'gerdemain', n. Sleight of hand, con¬ 
juring tricks, juggling; trickery, sophis¬ 
try. [f. F Uger de main light of hand] 

legg'ing (-g-), n. (usu. pi.). Outer cover¬ 
ing of leather etc. for leg from knee to 
ankle, [-ing1] 

legg'ly (-g-), a. Lanky-legged (esp. of boy, 
colt, puppy). Hence ~ii(ESS n. [-Y2] 

leghorn' (-gdrn), n. Kind of straw plait¬ 
ing for hats etc.; kind of domestic fowl, 
[imported f. L~ (now Livorno) in Italy ] 

le'glible, a. (Of handwriting or print) 
clear, capable of being read. Hence 
~Ibil'ity n., ~Ibi.Y2 adv. [f. LL legibilis 
(legere read, -ible) ] 

le'gion (-jn), n. Division of 3,000-6,000 
men, including complement of cavalry, 
in ancient Roman army; II British L~, 
national association of ex-service men 
formed 1921 & incorporated 1925 by Royal 
Charter; foreign ~, body of foreign volun¬ 
teers in modem, esp. French, army; vast 
host, multitude, or number (their name is 
L~, they are numberless, see Mark v. 9); 
L~ of Honour, French order of distinction. 
[ME, f. OF f. L legionem nom. -o (legere 
choose)] 

le'gionary (-jo-), a. & n. (Soldier) of (a) 
legion(s). [f. L legionarius (prec., -ary1)] 

le'gioned (-jond), a. (poet.). In legions. 
[-ED 1 ] 

legislation, n. (Enacting of) laws. 
Hence le'gislATivE a., le'gislativeLY2 
adv. [f. LL legislatio (lex legis law, lalio 
proposing f. lat- part. st. of ferre bring, 
-ION)] 

le'gisl|ator, n. Lawgiver, member of 
legislative body. Hence ~ate (by back 
formation) v.i., ~ator'lAL a. (rare), 
~atrEss1 n. [L (as prec., -or)] 

legislature, n. Legislative body of a 
State, [after prec., -ure] 

le'gist, n. Person versed in law. [f. F 
Ugiste f. med. L legista (L lex legis law, 
-1ST)] 

legit'imlate1, a. Born in lawful wedlock 
(also said of parent, birth, descent, etc.); 
lawful, proper, regular, conforming to 
standard type (the ~ate drama, body of 
plays, Shakespearian or other, of recog¬ 
nized merit, normal comedy & tragedy 
as dist. from musical comedy, farce, 
revue, etc., also ellipt., si., the ~o(e); (of 
sovereign’s title) based on strict heredi¬ 
tary right; logically admissible. Hence 
~acy n.,~atei.Y2 (-tl-) adv.,~atizE(3) v.t. 
[as foil., -ate2] 

legit'imlate2, v.t. Make legitimate by 
decree, enactment, or proof; justify, 
serve as justification for. Hence ~a'tion 
n. [f. med. L legitimare (L legitimus lawful 
f. lex legis law), -ate3] 

legit'im|ism, n. Adherence to sovereign 
or pretender whose claim is based on 
direct descent (esp. in Spanish & French 
politics). So ~ist(2) n. & a. [f. F Ugiti- 
misme (Ugitimc f. L see prec., -ism)] 

legit'imizje, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Legitimatize 
(see legitimate1). Hence ~a'tion n. [as 
legitimate2, -ize] 

leg’um, n. genit. pi. (abbr. LL.). Of laws 
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(in titles of academic degrees). [L (lex 
law)] 

leg'ume, 16gum'en, n. Fruit, edible part, 
pod, of leguminous plant; vegetable used 
for food. [F (Ugume), f. L(-em)f. legere pick] 

legum'inous, a. Of, like, of the botanical 
family of, pulse, [legumen -inis, -ous] 

lei (131', la), n. Garland of flowers. [Hawai¬ 
ian] 

Leibnit'zian (lib-), a. & n. (Follower) of 
G. W. Leibnitz (d. 1716) or his philosophy. 
[-IAN ] 

leis'ter (les-), n., & v.t. Pronged salmon- 
-spear; (vb) spear with this. [f. ON lidslr 
(lidsta to strike)] 

leisurie (lSzh'er), n. (Opportunity lo do, 
for, afforded by) free time, time at one’s 
own disposal (wait etc. one’s ~e, wait till 
he has ~e; at ~e, not occupied, also de¬ 
liberately, without hurry; at one’s ~e, 
when one has time). Hence ~ed2 (lezh- 
erd), ~cless (-erl-), aa. [ME, f. OF leisir 
n. use of infin. f. L licere be allowed; see 
-URE] 

lei'surelly (lSzh'er-), a. & adv. Having, 
acting or done at, leisure, deliberate; 
hence ~1ness n.; (adv.) deliberately, 
without haste. [-LY1’ 3] 

leit-motiv, -if (lit'motef'), n. (mus.). 
Theme associated throughout piece with 
some person, situation, or sentiment. [G 
(LEAD3, MOTIVE)] 

II ISm'an, n. (arch.). Lover, sweetheart; 
unlawful lover or (usu., in mod. archaistic 
use) mistress. [ME leofmon (lief, man)] 

lemm'a, n. (pi. ~la, ~s). Assumed or 
demonstrated proposition used in argu¬ 
ment or proof; argument or subject of 
literary composition, dictionary article, 
annotation, etc., prefixed as heading; 
motto appended to picture etc. [L, f. 
Gk (-£-) f. root of lambano take] 

lemm'ing, n. Small arctic rodent resem¬ 
bling vole. [Norw. ] 

lem'on1, n. Pale-yellow oval acid-juiced 
fruit used for flavouring & for making 
the beverage ~ade(1) (-ad') n.; salt o/~, 

an oxalate used in removing ink-stains; 
tree bearing ~s; pale-yellow colour; (si.) 
unattractive girl (cf. peach1); —drop, 
sugar-plum flavoured with ~; ~ kali, 
effervescing drink of tartaric acid, soda 
bicarbonate, & water; ~-plant, ~-scented 
verbena; ~ pudding (flavoured with ~); 
|| ~ squash, drink of—juice & soda-water; 
~-squeezer, instrument for pressing juice 
out. Hence ~y2 a. [ME, f. OF limon f. 
Oriental source (Arab, laimun, Pers. 
limuri), cf. lime2] 

lem'on2, n. (Usu. ~ dab, ~ sole) kind of 
plaice resembling sole. [f. F limande] 

lem'dl, n. Kinds of nocturnal mammal 
esp. of Madagascar, allied to monkeys but 
with pointed muzzle. Hence lem'uriNE1 

a., lem'uroiD a. & n. [f. L lemures pi. 
spirits of the dead] 

lend, v.t. (Unt). Grant (person) use of 
(thing) on understanding that it or its 

lens 

equivalent shall be returned; let out 
(money) at interest, (books etc.; so ~ing- 
-library) for hire; bestow, contribute, 
(something of temporary service or effect, 
as enchantment, aid, dignity; ~ ear, an 
ear, one’s ears, listen; ~ a hand or helping 
hand, help; arch., ~ person a t>ox on the 
ear); accommodate oneself lo some policy 
or purpose (thing ~s itself to, is service¬ 
able for); Lend-Lease, (later form of) 
lease 1-Lend. Hence'—'able a., Idn'dER1, 
ISn'diNGl(l, 4), nn. [ME lend, for len f. 
OE leenan f. (past & p.p.) lee-n loan; cf. 
Du. leenen, OHG lehanon] 

length, n. 1. Thing’s measurement from 
end to end, greatest of body’s three 
dimensions (know ~ of person’s foot). 

2. Extent in, of, or with regard to, time 
(a stay of some ~; the ~ of a speech). 
3. Distance thing extends (at arm’s ~, as 
far away as an arm can reach ; keep one 
at arm’s ~, avoid intimacy with him; 
ships a cable’s ~ apart; horse, boat, wins 
by three etc. ~s, i.e. of itself). 4. (With go) 
degree of thoroughness in action (pre¬ 
pared to go all '—'S, went to great ~s, will 
not go the ~ of asserting). 5. (pros.). 
Vowel’s or syllable’s quantity. 6. (crick.). 
Distance from wicket at which ball pitches 
(bowler keeps a good ~~ or good— ball, 
that pitches at right ~). 7. Long stretch 
or extent; piece of cloth etc. of certain 
~. 8. At ~, in detail or without curtail¬ 
ment (also at full, great, some,~), at last or 
after a long time; at full ~ (see above; 
also) lying with body fully extended. 
Hence ~'ways (-az) adv., wise (-iz) adv. 
& a. [OE lengthu = Du. lengte, ON lengd 
f. Gmc *langitho (LONG, -TH1)] 

leng'then, v.t. & i. Make or become 
longer; (pros.) make (vowel) long, [-en9] 

leng'th|y, a. (Of speech, writing, style, 
speaker, etc.) of unusual length, prolix, 
tedious. Hence ~ii.Y2 adv., ~Inf.ss n. 
[-Y2; orig. an Americanism] 

len'i|ent (-nye-), a. Emollient (arch.); 
tolerant, gentle, indisposed to severity; 
(of punishment etc.) mild. Hence ~ence, 

•—'ENCY, nn., ~entLY2 adv., (-nye-). [f. L 
lenire soothe (lenis gentle), -ent ] 

Len'in|ism, n. Policy & economic prin¬ 
ciples of Lenin (assumed name of V. I. 
Ulianov (d. 1924), leader of the Russian 
Revolution of 1917). So ~ist n. & a., 
~iTE1n. &a. [-ism] 

len'itive, a. & n. Soothing (drug, ap¬ 
pliance), palliative, [f. med. L lenitivus 
LENIENT, -IVE) ] 

len'ity, n. Mercifulness; mercy shown. 
f. L lenilas (lenis gentle, -ty)] 

16ns (-z), n. (pi. ~es). Piece of glass or other 
transparent surface with both sides (or 
one only) curved for concentrating or 
dispersing light-rays; combination of ~es 
in photography; (anat.) = crystalline 

~, one facet of compound eye. Hence 
~ed2 (-zd), ~'less (-z-), aa. [L lens lentis 
lentil] 
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Lent1, n. Period from Ash Wednesday to 
Easter Eve of which the 40 week-days 
are devoted to fasting & penitence in 
commemoration of Christ in the wilder¬ 
ness; II (pi., at Cambridge) —term boat- 
-races; II ~ lily, daffodil; ||~ term, univers¬ 
ity term in which ~ falls (called Hilary in 
some univv.). [f. lenten] 

lent2. See lend. 
-lent, suf. in adjj. f. L-lentus, approx. = 
-pul ; the L suf. is normally preceded by 
-«- (turbulentus); but pestilentus, violentus. 

Len'ten, 1-, a. Of, in, or appropriate to, 
Lent (~ fare, without meat; ~ face, dismal 
look), [prop, n., of which the attrib. use 
is now regarded as adj. = lent1 + -en5; 

orig. sense spring, now obs. in E, but the 
only sense in cogn. Gmc wds; OE lencten, 
= MDii, lentin, OHG lengisin, leruzin, f. 
WG *lang- long, perh. w. ref. to lengthen¬ 
ing of day in spring] 

lentic'ular, a. Shaped like lentil or lens, 
double-convex; of the lens of the eye. [f. 
LL lentieularis (foil., -ar1)] 

len'til, n. (Double-convex seed of) legu¬ 
minous plant grown for food. [F (-lie), f. 
Rom. *lenticulat. L -icula (LENS, -cule)] 

len'tisk, n. The mastic tree. [f. L lentis- 
cus] 

len'titude, n. Sluggishness, [f. L Icntiiudo 
(lentus slow, -tude) ] 

ibn'to. mus. direction. Slow(ly). [It.] 
len'toid, a. Lens-3haped. [lens, -oid] 

Le'5, n. Zodiacal constellation the Lion; 
fifth sign of the zodiac. [L, = lion] 

Le'onid, n. One of the meteors that seem 
to radiate from Leo. [f. L leo -onis, -id3 ] 

le'onine1, a. Lionlike, of lions. [ME, f. 
OF leonin or L leoninus (prec., -ine1)] 

Le'onine2, a. & n. Of, made or invented 
by, person (esp. one of the Popes) called 
Leo; ~ City, part of Rome round Vati¬ 
can fortified by Leo IV; ~ verse, line 
(also ~ as n.) or lines of medieval Latin 
verse in hexameter or elegiac metre with 
internal rhyme (e.g. Daemon languebat, 
monachus tunc esse volebat). [as prec.; 
inventor of ~ verse unknown] 

leo'pard (ICp-), n. Large African & S.- 
-Asian carnivorous quadruped with dark- 
-spotted yellowish-fawn coat, panther, 
(black ~, black-coated kind; American ~, 
jaguar; hunting ~, cheetah; snow ~, 
ounce; can the ~ change his spots?, 
character persists); (her.) lion passant 
guardant as In arms of England; (in 
names of animals etc.) spotted like ~; 
~’s bane, kinds of composite plant of 
thistle family. Hence ~ess1 n. [ME, f. 
OF f. LL f. late Gk leopardos (lion, pard)] 

le'd^d, n. Short close-fitting garment 
worn with tights by acrobats, ballet- 
-dancers, etc. [J. Leotard, I9th-c. French 
trapeze performer] 

Lep'cha, n. One of a race of people 
inhabiting Sikkim & parts of Tibet, 

lep'er, n. Person with leprosy. [14th c. 
attrib. use of ME leper leprosy f. OF lepre 

less 

f. L f. Gk lepra fern, of lepros scaly (lepos 
scale) ] 

lepidop'ter|ous, a. Of the Lepidoptera, 
order of insects with four membranous 
scale-covered wings including butterflies 
& moths. So ~ist(3) n. [f. Gk lepis -idos 
scale, pteron wing, -OUS ] 

lep'orine, a. Of the hare kind. [f. L 
leporinus (lepus -oris hare, -ine1)] 

leprechaun' Gy-; see Ap.), n. (Irish). 
Sprite, [f. OIr. luchorpan (lu small, corp 
body)] 

lep'rosy, n. Chronic infectious disease 
affecting skin and nerves, resulting in 
mutilations and deformities; (arch.) any 
loathsome disease; (fig.) moral corruption 
or contagion, [foil., -Y1 ] 

lep'rous, a. Having, like, (as) of, leprosy. 
[ME, f. OF, f. LL leprosus (lepra see leper, 

-OSE1)] 
lepto-, comb, form of Gk leptos fine, small, 
thin, delicate, in zooi. & bot. terms, as 
—ccphaVic narrow-skulled, —dac’lyl n. & 
a., (bird) with long slender toes. 

Les'bian (-z-), a. & n. Of Lesbos (~ 
vice, sapphism) ; (n.) female homosexual. 
Hence ~ish n. [L f. Gk Lesbios (Lesbos), 
-AN] 

lese-majesty (laz m&zh'fista), n. = foil, 
(in frequent use about foreign States, 
& joc. of presumptuous conduct on the 
part of inferiors etc.). [F] 

lese-maj'esty (lez-). n. (civil law). Trea¬ 
son. [f. F lese-majesU f. L laesa majestas 
injured majesty (of the sovereign people)] 

le'sion (-zhn), n. Damage, injury, esp. 
(path.) morbid change in functioning 
or texture of organs, [f. OF f. L laesionem 
nom. -o (laedere laes- injure, -ion)] 

less, a., prep., n., & adv. 1. adj. (Of ab¬ 
stracts expressing measurement, as size, 
degree, duration, number) smaller (opp. 
greater-, in a ~ degree, of ~ magnitude or 
importance)-, of smaller quantity, not so 
much, not so much of, (opp. more; find — 
difficulty; eat ~ meat; of two evils choose 
the ~ ; may your shadow never be ~, may 
you not grow thin); of lower rank etc. 
(rare; no ~ a person than; James, Ajax, 
the L~). 2. prep. Minus, deducting, (a 
year ~ three days). 3. n. Smaller amount, 
quantity, or number (cannot take ~; in ~ 
than no time, joc., very quickly or soon; 
(colloq.) ~ of your lip!; often far, little, 
much, nothing, something, ~; expected 
nothing ~ than an attack, expected an 
attack & nothing ~ than an attack, but 
see under the adv.). 4. adv. To smaller 
extent, in lower degree, (often none the, 
no, not the, ~; ~ known etc. or —-known 
etc.; do not suspect him of equivocation, 
still ~ or much ~ of lying; nothing ~, 
anything rather; expected nothing ~ than 
an attack, did not expect attack at all, 
but see the now usu. sense under n.). [OE 
Ices adv. = OFris. les f. Gmc *laisiz f. 
*laisa-; OE l&ssa adj. = OFris. lessa f. 
Gmc *laisizon-] 
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-less, suf. f. OE leas (used both as separate 
adj. in sense free from, devoid of, & as suf.) 
forming' adjj. (guileless, homeless) & ad w. 
(doubtless) f. nn. On anal, of compds in 
which the component n. was of same 
form as the corr. vb (countless, dauntless, 
numberless) & the sense was unable, -less 
has been appended to vbs (resistless, 
describeless, tireless). 

lessee', n. Holder of, tenant (of house, 
theatre, etc.) under, lease. Hence ~smr 
n. [AF, = OF laissee (lease1, -be)] 

less'en, v.i. & t. Decrease, diminish. 
[-EN6] 

less'er, a. (attrib. only). Not so great as 
the other or the rest, minor, (the L~ Bear; 
the ~ evils of life), [double comparat.; 
LESS +-ER3] 

less'on, n., & v.t. 1. One of two readings 
from O.T. (first ~) & N.T. (second ~) at 
morning & evening prayer (proper ~); 
thing to be learnt by pupil; amount of 
teaching given at one time, time assigned 
to it, (pi.) systematic instruction in 
subject (give, take, ~s in); occurrence, 
example, rebuke, or punishment, that 
serves as encouragement or warning. 
2. v.t. Admonish, rebuke, discipline. 
[ME, f. OF lecon f. L lectionem (legere 
led- read, -ion) ] 

less'dr, n. Person who lets on lease. [AF 
(LEASE1, -OP.)] 

lest, conj. In order that — not, for fear 
that; (after fear vb or n., & similar words) 
that. [OE thy lees the whereby less; thy 
was dropped in ME, & les the became leste 
by normal change ] 

let,1 v.t. (arch.; letted or let), & n. 1. Hin¬ 
der, obstruct. 2. n. Stoppage, hindrance, 
(arch.); (rackets, lawn tennis, etc.) 
obstruction of ball or player in certain 
ways, requiring round to be played again. 
[OE lettan, OS -ian, OHG lezzan, ON 
letja, Goth, latjan hinder f. Gmc *lata- 
late ] 

let2, v.t. & aux. (let), & n. 1. v.t. Allow or 
cause (liquid, air) to escape- (~ blood) ; 
grant use of for rent or hire (also intr. in 
pass, sense, as the rooms ~ well; to ~, 
offered for rent; || n., ~ting, as cannot get a 
~ for the rooms); allow to, suffer to, (we ~ 
them go; I was ~ see him; pass, now rare, 
& cccas. followed by to); cause to (only 
in ~ one know etc., inform him). 2. ~ 
alone, not interfere with, attend to, or do 
(~ well3 alone; ~ one alone to do, he may 
be trusted to; ~ alone imperat., not to 
mention, far less or more); ~ be, not 
interfere with, attend to, or do; ~ down, 
lower, fail (friend) at need, disappoint 
(~ him down gently, avoid humiliating 
abruptly), (n., ~-down) disappointment; 
~ drive1; ~ fall, drop (lit., & fig. hint, 
significant word) intentionally or by 
accident, (geom.) draw (perpendicular) 
from outside point (up)on line; ~ fly2; 

~ go, release, set at liberty, lose hold of, 
lose or relinquish hold of, dismiss from 

letter 

thought, cease to restrain (~ oneself go, 
give way to enthusiasm, impulse, etc.); 
~ in, admit or open door to (~ in a flood of 
light; this would ~ in all sorts of evils; ~ 
oneself in, with latchkey etc.), insert into 
surface of something, involve in loss or 
difficulty (often for); ~ (trans.) into, ad¬ 
mit to, insert into surface of, make ac¬ 
quainted with (secret etc.); ~ (intr. or 
abs.) into, assail with blows or words; 
~ loose, release or unchain (dog, fury, 
maniac, etc.); ~ off adv., discharge (gun, 
& fig. joke etc.), not punish or compel, 
punish with light penalty, allow or cause 
(fluid, steam, etc.) to pass away, (n.,~-off) 
being allowed to escape something (esp. in 
cricket, not being caught etc. when there 
is a chance); ~ off prep., excuse (person 
penalty); ~ on, si., peach, reveal secret, 
betray fact; ~ (trans.) out, open door for 
exit to, exculpate, allow (person etc., 
secret) to escape (~ the cat out of the BAG1), 
make (garment) looser, put out to hire 
esp. to several tenants, divulge (often 
that); ~ (intr. or abs.) out, strike out with 
fist, lash out with heels, use strong 
language; ~ slip, loose from leash, miss 
(opportunity); ~ up (colloq.), become less 
severe, diminish; ~-«p n., cessation, 
diminution. 3. v. aux. supplying 1st & 
3rd persons of imperat. in exhortations 
(~ us pray; ~ you & me try now), com¬ 
mands (~ it be done, ~ him do it, at once), 
assumptions (~ AB be equal to CD), & 
permissions (~ him do his worst). [OE 
leetan, OS latan, OHG lazan, ON lata, 
Goth, letan f. Gmc *lset- rei. to lat- late] 

-let, suf. forming nn. usu. dim. (ringlet, 
streamlet), but occas. denoting articles of 
attire or ornament (armlet, frontlet); -let 
appears to come f. wrong division of wda 
taken f. OF diminutives in which -et(e) 
(see -et L is added to nn. in -el (f. L -ellus, 
-ella, -ellum, dim. suff., or L -ale neut. adj. 
used as n.), as chaplet, hamlet, f. OF 
chapelet, hamelet, dimm. of chapel, hamel, 
mod. F chapeau, hameau. 

leth'al, a. Causing, sufficient or designed 
to cause, death (~ chamfer, for killing 
animals painlessly). Hence lethal'lTY n. 
[f. L lei(li)alis (letum death, -al)] 

leth'argly, n. Morbid drowsiness, pro¬ 
longed & unnatural sleep; torpid, inert., 
or apathetic state, want of interest 
& energy. So lethfir'gic a., lethar'gi- 
CAXLY adv., ~ize(3) v.t. [f. LL f. Gk 
lethargia (lethargos forgetful f. leth-, 
lanflw.no forget), -y1] 

Leth'e, n. (River in Hades producing) 
forgetfulness of the past. So Lethe'an a. 
[L, use of Gk leihe forgetfulness, see prec. ] 

Lett, n. Member of a people living about 
the Baltic; = Lettish n. [see Lettish] 

lett'er, n., & v.t. 1. Character represent¬ 
ing one or more of the simple or com¬ 
pound sounds used in speech, one of the 
alphabetic symbols, (capital ~, of the 
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large form A, B, etc., opp. small, a, b, etc.; 
roman, italic, ~); (print, type,) fount of 

type (now chiefly in return of ~ for dis¬ 
tribution; (pi.) ~ing, inscription, (now 

only in proof1 before ~s). 2. Missive, 

epistle, (~ of advice, notifying dispatch of 

goods, drawing of bill, etc.; ~ of attorney, 
= power of attorney); (pi.) epistle of legal 

or formal kind for various purposes (~s 

patent, of administration, etc.; II of 
business, royal authority to Convocation 

to deal with a matter). 3. Precise terms 
of statement (to the with adherence to 

every detail), strict verbal interpretation 

(opp. spirit ; esp. in~ <& in spirit, in form 

& substance). 4. pi. Literature, acquain¬ 
tance with books, erudition, (man of ~s, 

scholar, author; commonwealth or republic 
of~s, authors as a body; the profession of 

>—'S, authorship), whence ~ed2 (-erd) a. 

5. ~-balance, for ascertaining postage of 
~s; ~-6oofc, in which copies of corre¬ 
spondence are kept; ||~-6oa;, into which 
~s are delivered; || ~-card, folded card 
with gummed edge for use as postal mis¬ 
sive; ~-case, pocket-book for holding ~s; 
~-/oc/c, kind of padlock opened by making 
out of certain ~s on it a word known to 
owner; ~-paper, paper for ~s; ~-perfect 
(theatr.), knowing one’s part perfectly; 
~press, contents of illustrated book other 
than the illustrations, printed matter 
relating to illustration; ~-weight, — ~- 
-balance, occas. = paper-weight; ~-wor- 
ship, undue devotion to the ~; ~-writer, 
lit., also as title for manuals of-^-writing; 
henco ~less a. 6. v.t. Impress title etc. 
on (book-cover); classify with ~s of the 
alphabet. Hence ~ing1(1, 6) n. [ME, f. 
OF lettre f. L littera ~ of alphabet, (pi.) 
epistle ] 

Lett'ic, a. & n. ■= foil.; (of) the group of 

languages comprising Lettish, Lithuan¬ 

ian, & Old Prussian; of these peoples. 
[as foil., -1C] 

Lett'ish, a. & n. (Language) of the Letts. 

[Lett f. G Lette f. native Latvi + -ish1] 

lett'uce (-tis), n. Garden herb with crisp 

leaves much used as salad (cabbage, cos, 

~, kinds of it). [ME letuse, rel. to OF 
laitue (f. L lactuca) poss. thr. a var. 

*letuset. Rom. *lactucea, *laltucea] 

leuc'o-, comb, form of Gk leukos white, 

as ~cyte, colourless corpuscle of blood 

or found in lymph etc.; apathy (-op-), 

albinism; ~rrhoe'a, mucous discharge 

from female genitals, the whites; ~tomy 
(-<3t-), incision by kind of needle (~tdme) 
into frontal lobe of brain to relieve some 

cases of mental disorder. 

leukaem'Ia, n. (med.). Disease in which 

there is an excess of white corpuscles in 

the blood, [f. Gk leukos white, haima 
blood; see -ia1] 

lev, n. (pi. ~a). Bulgarian monetary unit. 
[Bulg., = lion] 

Levant'1, n. Eastern part of Mediter¬ 

ranean with its islands & neighbouring 

lever 

countries; ~ MOROCCO. [F, part, of lever 
rise, used as n. = east, f. L levare lift] 

II levant'2, v.i. Abscond, bolt, esp. with 
betting or gaming losses unpaid. Hence 
levan'ter1 [-er1] n. [perh. f. Sp. levantar 
el campo break up camp (levar f. L levare 
lift)] 

levan'ter2, n. (JL~) inhabitant of Levant; 
strong Mediterranean easterly wind. 
[levant1, -er1] 

Levan'tine (or lfiv'an-), a. & n. Of, trading 
to, inhabitant of, the Levant, [-ine1] 

levat'or, n. (Also ~ -muscle) muscle that 
raises structure or organ, [mod. L, 
agent- n. f. L levare raise] 

lev'ee (-vl), n. (Formerly) reception of 
visitors on rising from bed; assembly held 
by sovereign or his representative at 
which men only are received; assembly 
of visitors, [f. F lev6 var. of lever, see 
LEVY, -EE] 

•levee2 (live', 16v'I), n. Embankment 
against river floods, [f. F levee fern. p.p. 
of lever [L levare raise) ] 

lev'el, n., a., & v.t. (-11-). 1. Instrument 
giving line parallel to plane of horizon for 
testing whether things are horizontal; 
horizontal line or plane (on a ~ with, in 
same horizontal plane as; find one’s ~, 
reach right place with regard to others; 
water finds its ~, its surface in communi¬ 
cating receptacles will be at same ~ un¬ 
less they have no common -~); plane or 
standard in social, moral, or intellectual 
matters; more or less ~ surface; flat 
country; on the ~ (colloq.), truthful(ly), 
hone8t(ly). 2. adj. Horizontal, perpen¬ 
dicular to the plumb-line; on a ~ or 
equality (with, or abs.; ~ race, in which 
leading competitors are close together; 
|| ~ crossing) ; even, equable, uniform, 
well-balanced, in quality, style, temper, 
judgement, etc. (~-headed; do one’s ~ 
best, not be remiss, take all possible 
pains); hence ~ly2 adv. (rare), ~ness n. 
3. v.t. Make ~, even, or uniform; place 
on same ~, bring up or down to a stan¬ 
dard ; raze, lay low, (to or with the ground, 
in the dust, or abs.); (rarely) knock (per¬ 
son) down; abolish (distinctions); aim 
(missile, or abs.), lay (gun), direct (satire, 
accusation, or abs.), (at or against); ~ling- 
screw, for adjusting parts of machine etc. 
to exact ~. [ME, f. OF livel (mod. 
niveau) f. Rom. Hibellum f. L libella dim. 
of libra balance ] 

lev'eller, n. In vbl senses; esp., person 
who would abolish social distinctions, 
advocate of equality, [-er1] 

lev'er, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Bar used to prize 
up heavy or fixed object; (mech.) straight 
bar or other rigid structure of which 
one point (fulcrum) is fixed, another is 
connected with the force (weight) to be 
resisted or acted upon, & a third is con¬ 
nected with the force (power) applied (~ 
of first order with fulcrum, of second order 
with weight, of third order with power. 



leverage 697 libation 

between the other two); piece by which 
barrel of breechloader is opened; = ~ 
watch; —, acting as or worked by ~; 
~ escapement, with connexion between 
pallet & balance made by two ~s; ~ 
watch, with ~ escapement. 2. vb. Use ~; 
lift, move, act on, with ~ (often along, 
away, mit, over, up, etc.). [ME, f. OF 
leveour f. lever (L levare), see -or] 

lev'erage, n. Action of, way of applying, 
lever; set or system of levers; power, 
mechanical advantage gained by use, of 
lever; means of accomplishing a purpose, 
power, influence, [-age] 

lev'eret, n. Young (esp. first-year) hare, 
[f. AF leveret ( = OF levreteau), dim. of 
OF lievre f. L leporem nom. -us hare, -et1] 

levi'athan, n. Sea monster (bibl.); huge 
ship; anything very large of its kind; 
person of formidable ability, power, or 
wealth; (in allusion to Hobbes) auto¬ 
cratic monarch or state. [LL, f. Heb. 
livyathan] 

lev'ig|ate, v.t. Reduce to line smooth 
powder; make smooth paste of. Hence 
~a'tion n. [f. L levigare (levis smooth), 
-ate 3] 

lev'in, n. (poet.). (Flash of) lightning. 
[ME leven(e), of unkn. orig. ] 

lev'ir|ate, n. Jewish etc. custom by which 
dead man’s brother or next of kin had to 
marry his widow. Hence ~at'ic(AL) aa. 
[f. LL levir brother-in-law + -ate 1 ] 

lev'it|ate, v.i. & t. (Make) rise & float in 
air (w. ref. to spiritualism). Hence ~A^ 
tion n. [f. L Uvis light, after gravitation ] 

Lev'ite, n. One of tribe of Levi, esp. of 
that part of it which provided assistants 
to priests in worship of Jewish temple. 
[ME, f. LL f. Gk leuites (Leui f. Heb. 
Levi) ] 

Levit'ic|al, a. Of Levites or the tribe of 
Levi; of Levites’ ritual; of Leviticus. So 
■~ism(3) n. [f. LL f. Gk leuitikos (prec., 
-ic) +-AL] 

Levit'icus, n. (abb. Lev.). Third book of 
Pentateuch with Levitical law & ritual, 
[prec. ] 

lev'ity, n. Lightness of weight (rare); 
want of thought, frivolity, unseasonable 
jocularity, inconstancy; light behaviour, 
[f. F leviU, or L levitas (Uvis light, -ty)] 

levulose. See laevulose. 
lev'y, n., & v.t. 1. Collecting of assess¬ 
ment, tax, etc. (capital ~, appropriation 
by the State of a fixed proportion of all 
or some of the wealth in the country); 
enrolling of men for war etc. (~ in mass, 
of all able-bodied men); amount or num¬ 
ber levied, body of men enrolled (also 
pi.). 2. v.t. Raise (contribution, taxes), 
impose (rate, toll), whence lev'iABLE a.; 
raise (sum) by legal execution or process 
on person’s goods; extort (~ blackmail)', 
enlist, enrol, (soldiers, army); collect men 
& munitions for, proceed to make, (war; 
usu. upon, against). [ME, f. OF levee 
(lever f. L levare raise), see -Y4] 

lewd, a. Base, worthless, (bibl.); lascivi¬ 
ous, unchaste, indecent, whence ~'ly2 
adv., ~'ness n. [OE Isewede lay, not 
clerical; orig. unkn. ] 

lew'is (loo-), n. Iron contrivance for 
gripping heavy blocks of stone for lifting; 
son of a freemason, [orig. unkn. ] 

Lew'is gun (loo-), n. Kind of light 
machine-gun. [I. N. Leivis, inventor] 

lew'isite (loo-), n. A blister gas used in 
chemical warfare. [W. L. Lewis, 
-ite1(2)] 

lex'ical, a. Of the words of a language 
(opp. grammatical)', (as) of a lexicon. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. Gk lexikos, & lexi¬ 
con, 4--AL] 

lexicog'raphy, n. Dictionary-making. So 
lexicOG'RARHER n., lexicoGRAPE'iCAl a. 
[foil., -GRAPHY] 

lex'icon, n. Dictionary, esp. of Greek, 
Hebrew, Syriac, or Arabic. [Gk (-kon), 
neut. of lexikos (lexis word f. lego speak, 
-ic)] 

lexig'raphy, n. System of writing in 
which each character represents a word. 
[lexis, see prec., -graphy] 

f&c t&llon'ls, n. The law of retaliation, an 
eye for an eye. [L ] 

ley (la), n. Land temporarily under grass, 
[var. of lea1] 

Ley'den (1I-), n. Dutch city (~ jar, kind 
of electrical condenser invented 1745 at 
~; ~ battery, of several ~ jars), 

li (le), n. Chinese mile (about 633 yds); 
Chinese weight (about f gr.). [Chin. ] 

liabil'ity, n. Being liable II (limited ~, 
being responsible only to limited amount 
for debts of trading company; so limited- 
-~ company, or ellipt. limited company)-, 
what one is liable for, (pi.) debts or pecu¬ 
niary obligations, [foil., -bility ] 

ll'able, a. Legally bound, answerable for, 
subject or amenable to tax or penalty, 
under obligation to do; exposed or open 
to, apt to do or suffer, something undesir¬ 
able (difficulties are ~ to occur), [of obsc. 
orig.; conjectured to be AF *liable that 
may be bound, f. Her f. L ligare bind] 

llais'on (-zn), n. 1. Illicit intimacy be¬ 
tween a man & a woman. 2. Sounding of 
ordinarily silent final consonant before 
vowel or mute h in French. 3. (mil. etc.). 
Connexion, touch, (~ officer, acting as go- 
-between for allied forces or units of the 
same force). So liaise' (-az) v.i., estab¬ 
lish or maintain ~ with. [F, f. tier (L 
ligare bind, -ation)] 

lia'na (-ah-), liane' (-ahn), n. Kinds of 
climbing & twining tropical-forest plant, 
[f. F liane, of obsc. orig.] 

li'ar, n. Teller (esp. habitual) of lie(s). 
[OE leogere (lie2, -ar3)] 

li'as, n. Blue limestone rock of some 
S.-W. counties; (geol.) lower strata of 
Jurassic series, blue argillaceous lime¬ 
stone rich in fossils. Hence liass'ic a. [c. 
1400, f. OF liois (mod. liais)] 

liba'tion, n. (Pouring of) drink-offering 
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to god; (joe.) potation, [f. L libalio 
(libare pour a little of, -ation)] 

lib'el, n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. (Civil & eccl. law) 
plaintiff’s written declaration; (law) 
published statement damaging to per¬ 
son’s reputation, act of publishing it (the 
greater the truth, the greater the ~); (pop.) 
false & defamatory statement, (transf.) 
thing that brings discredit on by un¬ 
successful portrayal etc. (the portrait is a 
~ on him; the book, play, is a ~ on human 
nature)', hence -— 1ist( 1) n., ~lous a., 
~1ously2 adv. 2. v.t. Defame by ~lous 
statements, accuse falsely & maliciously, 
(law) publish ~ against, whence ~1er 1 n.; 
(eccl. & Admiralty law) bring suit against, 
whence ~1ant(1), ~1ee', nn. [ME, f. OF, 
or L libellus dim. of liber book] 

lib'eral, a. & n. 1. Fit for a gentleman 
(now rare exc. in~ education, i.e. directed 
to general enlargement of mind, not pro¬ 
fessional or technical); arts (dist. from 
science & technology); generous, open- 
-handed, not sparing of', ample, abun¬ 
dant ;not rigorous or literal; open-minded, 
candid, unprejudiced; (pol.) favourable 
to democratic reforms & abolition of 
privilege (esp. L~ party, cf. conser¬ 

vative ; L~ Conservative, member of 
Conservative party not ill disposed to 
reforms; L~ Unionist, member of section 
that seceded from L~ party in 1886 on 
Home Rule), whence ~ISM(3) n., ~ist(2) 

n. & a.,~is'tic a.,~iZE(3) v.t. & (rarely) i., 
~izA'H0N n.; hence ~ly2 adv. 2. n. (L~) 
member of (esp. the British) L~ party. 
[ME, f. OF f. L liberalis (liber free (man), 
-AL)] 

liberal'ity, n. Free giving, munificence; 
freedom from prejudice, breadth of mind. 
[ME, f. OF liberalite f. L liberalitatem 
(prec., -ty)] 

lib'erat|e, v.t. Set at liberty, release from 
(in chem., from combination). Hence 
~or n. [f. L li'oerare (liber free), -ate3] 

libera'tion, n. Releasing, release; || £~ 
Society, advocating church disestablish¬ 
ment, whence ~ism(3) n., ~ist(2) n. & a., 
(-sho-). [ME, f. OF, or L liberatio (prec., 
-ATION)] 

libertar'ian, n. & a. Believer, believing, 
in free will (opp. necessitarian); advocate 
of liberty. Hence ~ism(3) n. [-arian] 

lib^rt'icide, n. & a. Destroyer, destruc¬ 
tive, of liberty. [F (liberty, -clde)] 

lib'ertinje, n. & a. Free-thinker on re¬ 
ligion; licentious (man); free-thinking, 
antinomian; chartered ~e, person allowed 
to do as he pleases (Shak. Hen. V, I. i. 48). 
Hence ~ism(2) & (in same sense) ~age, 

nn. [f. L libertinus freedman (libertus 
made free, cogn. w. liber free)] 

lib'erty, n. 1. Being free from captivity, 
imprisonment, slavery, or despotic con¬ 
trol (cap1 of ~ ; natural ~, state in which 
there are no laws; civil ~, natural ~ 
limited only by laws established on be¬ 
half of community; ~ of conscience, 

Libyan 

system allowing all members of State to 
follow what form of religion seems good 
to them; ~ of the press, system by which 
anyone may print & publish what he 
pleases without previous permission, but 
not without liability to penalties for 
publishing libellous or criminal matter). 
2. Right or power to do as one pleases or 
to do something; (philos.) freedom from 
control of fate or necessity. 3. A setting 
aside of rules, licence, (take the ~ to do, 
of doing, presume or venture to; lake 
liberties, be unduly familiar with person 
or abs., deal freely with rules or facts). 
4. Freedom from despotic rule personified. 
5. pi. Privileges, immunities, or rights, 
enjoyed by prescription or grant. 6. At 
~, free (set at ~, liberate), having the 
right to do, disengaged; ~ hall ; ~ man, 
sailor with leave to go ashore. [ME, 
f. OF liberte f. L libertatem (liber free, 
-ty>)1 

libld'inous, a. Lustful. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[ME, f. L libidinosus (libido -inis lust, 
-ops) ] 

libld'o, n. (psych.). Emotional craving 
prompting any specific human (esp. 
sexual) activity. [L, = lust] 

Ub'ra, n. (pi. -ae). 1. Pound weight (used 
only in abbr. lb., as 1 lb., 10 lb.); pound 
sterling (used only in abbr. £. s. d., & l. 
placed after figure as 501.). 2. (astron.; 
L~) zodiacal constellation the Scales, 
seventh sign of zodiac. [L] 

librar'ian, n. Custodian of library. 
Hence ~shif(1) n. [f. L as foil. + -an] 

lib'rarv, n. Room or building containing 
books for reading or reference; room in 
large house devoted to books; collection 
of books for use by the public, some part 
of it, or members of some society, public 
institution charged with care of such 
collection, (lending ~, from which books 
may be taken away with or without pay¬ 
ment ; reference ~, in which books may be 
consulted; free ~, public ~, used by 
public without payment & usu. supported 
by rates; circulating ~, letting out use of 
books for profit); person’s book-collec¬ 
tion; series of books issued by publisher 
in similar bindings as connected in some 
way; walking ~, person of erudition; ~ 
edition, of good size Sc print. [ME, f. OF 
librairie f. libraire f. L librarius, -a (a. & 
n.) f. liber book; see -ary1, -y1] 

librate', v.i. Oscillate, be poised, balance, 
sway, quiver. Hence llb'ratORY a. [f. L 
librare (libra balance), -ate3] 

libra'tion, n. Librating (~ of moon, ap¬ 
parent oscillation by which parts near 
edge of disc are alternately visible & in¬ 
visible). [f. L libratio (prec., -ation)] 

librett'lo, n. (pi. -ti, pr. -te). Book or 
words of an opera or long musical work. 
Hence ~IST(1) n. [It., dim. of libro book 
f. L I ber -bri ] 

Lib'yan, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of ancient 
Libya; (poet.) N. African; (of) the Berber 
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language or the group of mod. Hamitic 
languages to which it belongs, [f. L f. 
Gk Libue + -an ] 

lice. See louse. 
li'cence1, n. 1. Leave, permission, (have 
I your ~ to remove the fence ?); permit from 
government etc. to marry, print some¬ 
thing, preach, carry on some trade (esp. 
that in alcoholic liquor), etc. 2. Uni¬ 
versity certificate of competence in some 
faculty. 3. Liberty of action esp. when 
excessive, abuse of freedom, disregard 
of law or propriety; licentiousness. 4. 
Writer's or artist’s irregularity in gram¬ 
mar, metre, perspective, etc. (usu. poetic 
~). [ME, f. OF, f. L licentia (licere be 
lawful, -ENCE)] 

ll'cense, -ce2, v.t. Allow (person to do, 
thing to be done; rare); (in p.p.) allow 
complete freedom to (a~d satirist); grant 
permit (see prec.) to (person; ||~d victu¬ 
aller); authorize use of (premises) for 
certain purpose; authorize publication 
of (book etc.) or performance of (play). 
Hence licensEE' n. [ME, f. prec.; -se 
on anal, of practise, prophesy, w., cf. 
practice, prophecy, nn.; the distinc¬ 
tion peril, comes by imit. of spelling in 
pairs like advise, advice, where the sound 
differs ] 

li'censer, n. In vbl senses; esp. ~ of the 
press (hist.), ~ of plays, officials licensing 

publication or performance when satisfied 

that law, morals, & decency are. not out¬ 

raged. [-ER1] 

licen'tiate (-shlot), n. Holder of university 
licence or attestation of competence 
from collegiate or examining body 
(chiefly in abbr. L. as part of title); 
licensed preacher not yet having appoint¬ 
ment esp. in Presbyterian Church, [f. 
med. L licentiate (licence1), -ate2] 

licen'tious (-shtis), a. Disregarding ac¬ 
cepted rules esp. of grammar or style 
(rare); lascivious, libertine, lewd. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L licentiosus 
(LICENCE1, -OSE1)] 

licfa, lych, lyke, n. (obs.). II Corpse; 
-ch-gate, roofed gateway of churchyard 
where coffin awaits clergyman’s arrival; 
-ch-house, mortuary; II -ch-owl, screech- 
-owl (boding death); -ch-stone, to place 
coffin on at —gate; II lyke-wake, watch 
kept at night over corpse. [OE, OS We, 
OHG lih, ON Ilk, Goth, leik f. Gmc 
*likam body; cf. like] 

li'chen (-k-), n. Kinds of cellular crypto- 
gamic plant (prob. fungus parasitic on 
alga) usu. of green, grey, or yellow tint 
growing on & colouring rocks, tree- 
-trunks, roofs, walls, etc., whence ~ED2 
(-kend) a., ~ol'ogy n.; skin-disease with 
reddish eruption. Hence ~OUS a. [f. L 
f. Gk leikhen] 

ll'cit, a. Not illicit. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[f. L licitus (licere be lawful) ] 

lick, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Pass tongue over to 
taste, moisten, clean, etc. (~ one’s chops 

lie 

or Kps, in relish or anticipation of food; 
~ into shape, mould, make presentable or 
efficient; ~ one’s shoes, show servility to 
him; ~ the dust, fall, be vanquished); 
take up or off, make clean, by ~ing; 
(of waves, flame, etc.) play lightly over, 
(of flame) swallow up in passing; (si.) 
thrash (person, fault out of person), beat 
in fight or competition, excel, (~s creation,, 
is beyond everything), whence ~'ing1(1) 

n.; (si.) surpass comprehension of (this 
me); (si.) go, hasten, (as hard as he 

could ~); spittle, toady. 2. n. Act of 
~ing with tongue; (also salt—) spot to 
which animals resort for salt; smart blow 
with stick etc.; (si.) pace (at a great ~; 
full or at full ~). [OE liccian, OS ticcon, 
OHG leckon f. WG *likkon] 

lick'erish, li'quorish (-ker-), a. Fond of 
dainty fare; greedy, longing; lecherous 
[alt. f. ME lickerovs f. AF var. of OF 
lecheros; see lecher] 

licorice. See liquorice. 

licorous. Var. of lickerous, lickerish. 

lic'tor, n. Officer attending ancient- 
■Eoman consul (12 ~s) & dictator (24 ~s), 
bearing fasces, & executing sentence on 
offenders. [L, perh. f. st. of ligare bind] 

lid, n. Hinged or detached cover for 
aperture, esp. for opening at top of 
vessel; with the ~ off, with all horrors etc. 
exposed to view; || put the ~ on (si.), be 
the culmination (of), surpass all; = eye l- 
lid; (bot., conch.) operculum. Hence 
(-)~d'ED2, ~'less, aa. [OE hlid, OHG 
hlit (G lid), ON hlith f. Gmc *hlidham] 

II Lid'o (le-), n. Public open-air swimming 
pool, [bathing beach in Venice] 

lie1, n. Intentional false statement (tell 
a ~, make this; act a ~, deceive without 
verbal lying; white ~. excused or justified 
by its motive; give one the ~, accuse him 
of lying; give the ~ to supposition etc., 
serve to show its falsity, belie it); im¬ 
posture, false belief, mistaken conven¬ 
tion, (worship, maintain, a ~). [OE lyge 
(cf. OHG lugi, ON lygi) f. Gmc *lug-, see 
foil.] 

lie2, v.i. & t. (ly'ing). Speak falsely, tell 
lie(s), (you ~ in your teeth, throat, arch, or 
joc. forms of accusation); take away 
(reputation etc.), get (oneself, person) into, 
out of, by lying; (of things) deceive (part., 
deceptive). [OE leogan, OS, OHG Kogan, 
ON Ijilga, Goth, liugan f. Gmc *leug-, 
*lug-] 

lie3, v.i. (ly'ing; past lay, p.p. lain & bibl. 
li’en). 1. Of persons or animals: Have 
one’s body in more or less horizontal 
position along ground or surface (often 
asleep, sick, etc.; ~ doggo ; let sleeping 
dogs ~, avoid mooting debatable ques¬ 
tions ; ~ on the bed one has made, endure 
consequences of past acts); have sexual 
intercourse with-, (of the dead) be in the 
grave at or in, ~ in state ; assume lying 
position (usu. down, back, etc.); be kept 
or remain in specified state (~ in prison, 
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at, the mercy of, helpless, idle, close1, 

low 1, perdu, in avitnish, in wait2 ; ~ out 
of one’s money, remain unpaid); (of 
game-birds) not rise; (of troops) be en¬ 
camped at, in, near, a place. 2. Of things: 
Be at rest, usu. more or less horizontally, 
on surface (~ in ruins or the dust, be 
fallen; ~ heavy, be a weight on one’s 
stomach or conscience); be stored up in 
specified place (money lying al the bank); 
remain in specified state esp. idle, hid, 
barren; be situated (land lying high, to the 
east, round; find out how the land ~s, fig., 
how affairs stand); be spread out to view 
(~s on the surface, before us, open); (of 
road) lead through, by, along, among, etc.; 
(of ship) float in berth or at anchor; (of 
abstracts) exist, be to be found, reside, 
be arranged or related, in some position 
or manner (the choice ~s between —; his 
acquaintance lay among —; knows where 
his interest ~s; hoiv do they ~ to each 
other ?; as far as in me ~s, to best of my 
power; ~s with you to do, is your business 
or right; the remedy ~s in education; her 
strength lay in her weakness; ~s in a 
nut shell); (law) be admissible or sustain¬ 
able (action, appeal, objection, will not ~). 
3. With adw.: ~ by, be unused, keep 
quiet or retired; ~ down in part., behav¬ 
ing in abject manner, not standing up to 
opponent etc., (lake defeat, chastisement, 
& esp. it, lying down); ~ in, be brought 
to bed in childbirth (lying-in hospital); ~ 
off (naut.), stand some distance from 
shore or other ship; ~ over, be deferred; 
~ to (naut.), come almost to a stop with 
head near wind by backing or shortening 
sail; ~ up, go into or be in retirement, 
take to one’s bed or room, (of ship) go into 
dock or be out of commission. 4. ~'-ofeed, 
late riser. [OE liegan, OS liggian, OHO 
liggen, ON liggja, (Goth, ligan), f. Gmc 
*ligjan f. *leg-, *lag-, *lwg-, cogn. w. L 
lectus bed ] 

lie *, n. Way, direction, or position, in 
which thing lies; ~ of the land, (fig.) 
posture of affairs; place where beast, 
bird, or fish, is accustomed to lie. [f. 
prec. ] 

Lie'big(’s extract of beef) (le-), n. Con¬ 
centrated preparation of beef without 
albumen, gelatin, or fat. [Baron von 
Liebig, d. 1873, inventor] 

lied (led), n. (pi. ~er). German song or 
poem of ballad kind. [G] 

lief, adv. (comp. ~er, rare). Gladly, 
willingly, (usu. I would os~ do something 
out of the question as). [OE leof dear 
(cogn. w. love) ; ME I had as ~ (adj.) i.e. 
should find it as pleasant, early altered to 
I would as ~ (adv.)] 

liege, a. & n. 1. (Of superior) entitled to 
receive, (of vassal) bound to give, feudal 
service or allegiance (~ lord, feudal 
superior, sovereign; ~'man, sworn vas¬ 
sal, faithful follower). 2. n. ~ lord (esp. 
my ~ voc.); vassal, subject, (usu. the ~s). 

life 

[ME, f. OF lige, liege f. med. L lacticus f. 
laetvs, of WG orig. ] 

li'en1 (le'en), n. Right to keep possession 
of property till debt due in respect of it is 
discharged (usu. a ~ on or upon). [F, f. 
L ligamen (ligare bind, -men)] 

lien2. See lie3. 
lidhne', n. Short rib connecting bosses & 
intersections of vaulting-ribs. [15th c. 
leyrn, f. F Herne) 

lieu (lu), n. In in the place, instead, of. 
[F, f. L locus place] 

licuten'ant (left-, left-, in navy let-; *ldo-), 
n. (abbr. Lieut. & in comb. Lt-). Deputy, 
substitute, vicegerent, acting for a 
superior (still as formal title in L~ of the 
Tower, acting commandant of Tower of 
London; & see lord Is~, deputy L~); ~, 
~-colonel, ~-commander, general, 
officers of navy & army; governor- 
(ship), (position of) actual governor of 
district etc. in subordination to governor 
general. Hence lieuten'ANCY n. [ME, f. 
OF (prec., tenant)] 

life, n. (pi. lives). I. State of functional 
activity peculiar to organized matter. & 
esp. to the portion of it constituting an 
animal or plant before death, animate 
existence, being alive, (a mailer of ~ & 
death, something on which it depends 
whether one shall live or die; necessary, 

staff, o/~ ; come, bring, (o~, recover (i. & 
t.) from swoon; lose, save, lay down, one’s 
~; safe in, escape with, ~ & limb; sell 

one’s ~ dcar(ly); great sacrifice of ~, many 
killed; have no regard for human ~, kill 
men or let them die recklessly; for one’s, 
for dear, ~, to escape death: cannot for 
the~ of me etc. by exag., could not if my 
~ depended on it; ’pon my ~, assevera¬ 
tion). 2. Energy, liveliness, vivacity, 
animation; vivifying influence (was the 
~, or ~ & soul, of the party; my ~, voc. of 
affection). 3. Living things & their 
motions (very little ~ to be seen); the living 
form or model, >—size figure etc., (taken 
from the ~; as large as ~-size, also joc. 
as here he is as large as ~, i.e. in person; 
portray etc. to the with fidelity to the 
original), whence ~'like (-f 1 -) a. 4. Period 
from birth to death, birth to present time, 
or present time to death (have done it all 
my ~; have the time of one’s ~, si., enjoy 
oneself as never before; ~ sentence, rent, 
annuity, to continue for rest of person’s 
~; II lease for three etc. lives, to terminate 
with last of three etc. named persons’ 
lives; ~ assurance ; insure one’s ~; 
expectation of ~, average period that 
person at specified age may expect to 
live; a good, bad, person likely to pass, 
fall short of, this average; new lease 1 of 
~). 5. Fresh start after narrowly escaped 
lit. or metaph. death (cat has nine lives, is 
hard to kill; batsman was given a ~, not 
put out on giving a chance; pool-player 
has three lives, successive chances). 6. In¬ 
dividual’s actions & fortunes, manner of 
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existence, (with all the pleasure in ~, 
greatest possible; nothing in~, at all; this 
~, that on earth; the other, future, eternal, 
everlasting, ~, state of existence after 
death; the simple ~; has led a good etc. 
~); written story of these, biography. 7. 
Active part of existence, business & 
pleasures of the world, (see —, mix freely 
with others; high, low, ~, social customs 
of upper, lower, classes). 8. (theol.). 
Salvation, regenerate condition, (also 
eternal, everlasting, see above also). 
9. ~'belt, of buoyant material to support 
body in water; -—blood, blood necessary 
to ~, vitalizing influence, involuntary 
twitching of lip or eyelid; ~'boat, of 
special construction for saving ~ in 
storms; breath, inspiring influence, 
sustaining principle; ~/buoy1; ~ estate, 
property that one holds for ~ but cannot 
dispose of further; giving, that gives, 
sustains, or restores, physical or spiritual 
~; ~ -guard, body-guard of soldiers; II L~ 
Guards, regiment of household cavalry; 
II L~-Guardsman, soldier of L~ Guards; 
~ interest, right to ~ estate; jacket, as 
~belt; ~'line, rope used for ~-saving, 
e.g. that attached to ~buoy, diver’s 
signalling line, (palmistry) = line of ~; 
~'long, continued for a ~time; ~-offi,ce, 
for ~-assurance; ~ peer(age), with title 
lapsing at death ; ~-preserver, short stick 
with heavily loaded end; —spring, source 
of ~; ~-strings, hold on~ (~-strings are cut 
or broken, person dies); ~-table, statistics 
of expectation of ~; ~'time, duration of 
person’s ~ ; ~-work, task pursued through 
~. Hence ~'less a., ~'lessLY2 adv., 
~'lesSNESS n., (-A-), (-)IIved2 (-vd)a. (esp. 
long-, short-). [OE, OS lif, ON lif, OHG 
lib life, body, f. Gmc * lib loam f. *libh- 
(LIVE2), *laibh- (LEAVE2)] 

lif'er, n. (si.). One sentenced to, sentence 
of, imprisonment for life, [-er1] 

lift, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Raise to higher 
position, take up, hoist, (often up, off, 
out), elevate to higher plane of thought 
or feeling, give upward direction to (eyes, 
face), (~ up or ~ one’s hands or heart, in 
prayer etc.; ~ one’s hand, to take oath; 
~ a hand, make the slightest effort, usu. 
to do; never ~ed a hand against one, 
struck him; ~ up one’s head, recover 
vigour after prostration, ~ up another’s 
head, bibl., restore to liberty or dignity; 
~ up one’s heel, kick; ~ up one’s horn, 
bo ambitious or proud; ~ up a cry, one’s 
voice, cry out); hold or have on high 
(church ~s Us spire); steal (esp. cattle), 
take (passage, information) in the way of 
plagiarism; remove (tents etc.); dig up 
(potatoes); hit (cricket-ball) into air; (of 
ship afloat) rise on wave; yield to a ~ 
(window will not ~); (of cloud, fog, dark¬ 
ness) rise, disperse; (of floor) swell up¬ 
wards, bulge. 2. n. ~ing (dead ~; give 
one a ~, take him up into vehicle for part 
of way, also fig. give him helping hand); 

light 

air1— ; one layer of leather in boot-heel; 
apparatus for raising & lowering people or 
things to other floor of house, elevator, 
hoist; rise in the ground; upward pres¬ 
sure which the air exerts on an aircraft, 
counteracting the force of gravity. [ME, 
f. ON lypta f. Gmc *luftjan f. *luftuz air 
(whence OE lyft (obs. E lift), ON loft 
LOFT)] 

lig'ament, n. Tie, bond of union, (rare); 
(anat.) short band of tough flexible 
fibrous tissue binding bones together, 
(loosely) any membranous fold keeping 
organ in position, similar part in lower 
organisms. Hence ~al, ~ary x, ~oits, aa., 
(-mfinO. [ME, f. L ligamentum (ligare bind, 
-MENT)] 

liglate', v.t. (surg.). Tie up (bleeding 
artery etc.). Hence ~a'tion n. [f. L 
ligare, -ate3] 

lig'ature, n., & v.t. Thing used in tying, 
esp. band or cord used to tie up bleeding 
artery, strangulate tumour, etc. (vb, bind 
with ~); thing that unites, bond; tying, 
ligation; (mus.) slur, tie; (print.) two or 
more letters joined (fi etc.). [ME, f. LL 
ligatura (prec., -ere)] 

llg'er (-g-), n. Offspring of lion and tigress, 
[portmanteau wd] 

light1 (lit), n. 1. The natural agent that 
stimulates the sense of sight. 2. Medium 
or condition of space in which sight is 
possible (opp. darkness). 3. Appearance 
of brightness (northern ; zodiacal ~; 
saw a distant ~). 4. Sensation peculiar to 
optic nerve. 5. Amount of illumination 
in place (in a good ~, easily visible); one’s 
fair or ordinary share of this (stand in 
one’s ~, deprive him of this, (fig.) pre¬ 
judice his chances). 6. Vivacity in per¬ 
son’s eyes. 7. Favouring aspect (~ of 
one’s countenance, his favour, approv¬ 
ing presence, or sanction, often iron.). 
8. Sun’s direct or diffused or reflected 
rays, daylight, (see the ~, be born). 9. 
Being visible or exposed (come, bring, to 
~, be revealed, reveal). 10. (Poet.) eye¬ 
sight; (si., pi.) eyes. 11. Object from 
which brightness emanates (~ of one’s 
eyes, beloved person), sun or other 
heavenly body, ignited candle or lamp 
or the like (see the red ~); (collect.) lamps 
etc. illuminating place; beacon lamp esp. 
of ship or ~house. ~house; (fig.) eminent 
person or luminary (often shining ~). 
12. Mental illumination, elucidation 
(throw, shed, ~ upon, help to explain), 
enlightenment (by the~ of nature, without 
aid of revelation or teaching; men of ~ & 
leading x); (pi.) facts or discoveries serv¬ 
ing to explain subject (we have many new 
~s upon it since then); (pi.) one’s natural 
or acquired mental powers (usu. do one’s 
best etc. according to one’s ~s); (sing.) 
aspect in which thing is viewed (in the ~ 
of these facts, with the help given by 
them; appeared in the ~ of a scoundrel, 
seemed to be one; place thing in a good ~, 



represent it favourably); (in acrostic 
puzzles) one of the words whose initial 
& final letters make up the answer. 13. 
(theol.). Brightness of heaven, illumina¬ 
tion of soul by divine truth. 14. Window 
or opening in wall for admission of ~, 
perpendicular division of mullioned 
window, glazed compartment of side or 
roof in greenhouse. 15. (paint.). Illu¬ 
minated surface, part of picture repre¬ 
sented as lighted up. 16. (law). ~ falling 
on windows, the obstruction of which 
by neighbour is illegal (Ancient L—s, 
inscription giving notice of this). 17. 
Flame or spark serving to ignite (strike a 
—, produce this with match etc.); thing 
used for igniting, spill, taper, match. 
18. ~ due, duty, toll on ships for main¬ 
tenance of houses (tower or other struc¬ 
ture) & —'ships (moored or anchored) 
containing beacon ~s for warning or 
guiding ships at sea. Hence ~'i.ess a. 
[OE leolit, OS, OHG lioht, f. Gmc *leuh- 
tam, cogn. w. Goth, liuhalh, L lux] 

light2 (lit), a. Well provided with light, 
not dark; pale-coloured (often prefixed to 
adjj. & nn. of colour, as a—-blue ribbon, 
I prefer — blue; the — blue2s). [as prec. ] 

light3 (lit), v.t. & i. (lit or —ed; as attrib. 
adj., —ed is usu.). Set (lamp etc., fire, 
combustible) burning (often up; ~ up, 
abs., begin to smoke pipe etc., also kindle 
the lights in street or room at dusk), (of 
fuel, lamp, etc.) take fire, begin to burn; 
give light to (room, street, etc.; ~ up, — 
brightly or make conspicuous by light); 
brighten (t. & i., with eyes, face, etc., as 
obj. or subj.) with animation; show 
(person his) way or surroundings with a 
light. Hence (-)~'erl (lit-), see -erj(1, 2), 
n., (esp.) automatic device for ~ing 
cigarette etc. [OE lihtan, OS liuhtian, 
OHG -en, Goth, liuhtjan f. Gmc *leuht- 
LIGHT1 ] 

light4 (lit), a. & adv. 1. Of little weight, 
not heavy, (—-armed, with ~ equipment 
& weapons); deficient in weight (~ coin, 
gold, etc.). 2. Of small specific gravity. 
3. Having or intended for a small load (~ 
ship, unladen; ~ viaterline etc., that of 
ship when ~; ~ engine, with no train 
attached; ~ railway, for ~ traffic; ~ 
porter; — horse, ~-armed cavalry, & so 
~ horseman, — infantry; ~ marching order, 
in which only arms & ammunition are 
taken); (of ship, cart, etc.) made ~Jy 
for small loads & quick movement. 4. 
(Of building) not looking heavy, grace¬ 
ful, elegant. 5. Acting gently, applied 
delicately, not violent, (~ hand, lit., & 
fig. = tactful management, whence ~- 
-hand'ED2 a., ~-hand'edLY2 adv., 
-hand'ediTESs n.; ~ touch, blow, wind, 
step, etc.). 6. Not dense or tenacious; 
porous, friable, (~ soil, pastry). 7. Easy of 
digestion; (of wine or beer) not strong. 
8. (Of syllable) unemphatic. 9. Not 
important (make — of, treat as of no 

lightning 

consequence), slight, trivial, venial, not 
grave, jesting, thoughtless, frivolous 
(whence ~imind,EDa a., ~-mind'edNESs 
n.). 10. Wanton, unchaste, (esp. of 
women or their conduct). 11. Nimble, 
quick-moving, (~ of foot; ~ heels, whence 
~-heelKD'2 a.; ~ movements; — rhythm; 
— fingers, good at stealing, whence —- 
-fing'erED2 a.). 12. Fickle, inconstant. 
13. Easily borne (~ punishment, taxation, 
rule, expense) or done (~ work, task). 
14. Aimed or aiming at entertainment 
merely (~ literature, writer, comedy, comed¬ 
ian, programme). 15. (Of sleep) easily dis¬ 
turbed, not profound, (so ~ sleeper), 16. 
Free from sorrow, cheerful, sanguine, 
(~ heart; did it with a — heart, sanguinely, 
rashly; so ~iheart,ED2 a.,~iheart'edLY2 
adv., ~iheart'edNESS n.). 17. Delirious 
(now only in ~ihead'ED2 a., ~-head'ed- 
ness n.). 18. II—bob5; —'foot, springy, 
nimble; ~ heavy (box6); —-o’-love, fickle 
woman, harlot; —-weight a., ~ weight n., 
(man or animal) below average weight, 
esp. in boxing 9 st. 9 to 9 st., (person) 
of little importance; hence ~'l.Y2 adv., 
~'ness n., (lit-). 19. adv. In ~ manner 
(esp. tread, sleep, —; ~ come — go, what is 
easily gained is soon lost). [OE leoht, OS 
liht, OHG liht(i), ON lellr, Goth, leihts f. 
Gmc *linh-, *lung-, cogn. w. lung] 

light5 (lit), v.t. & i. (lit or —ed). (Naut.) 
lift (rope etc.) along, lend a hand in 
hauling ropes etc.; (arch.) alight, de¬ 
scend, come down; chance, come by 
chance, (up)on. [OE lihtan, OHG (gi)- 
lihten, ON letta fr. Gmc "lihtjan f. "linht- 
ltght4; sense ‘ alight ’ f. idea of relieving 
horse etc. of weight] 

light'en1 (lit-), v.t. & i. Reduce load of 
(ship etc.), (of ship) have her load reduced; 
relieve (heart etc.), (of heart etc.) feel 
relief; reduce weight of, (fig.) mitigate; 
grow lighter, [light 4 -f -en 6] 

light'en2 (lit-), v.t. & i. Shed light upon, 
make bright, (also fig., as ~ our darkness); 
(of face, eyes, sky, etc.) grow bright, shine, 
flash; (of sky, clouds, or it) emit lightning 
(also fig. of scorn etc.), [light2 + -en6] 

light'er2 (lit-; for lighter1 see light3), n., 
& v.t. 1. Boat, usu. flat-bottomed, for 
unloading & loading ships not brought to 
wharf & for transporting goods in har¬ 
bour. 2. v.t. Remove (goods) in 
Hence ~age (4) n. [15th c., f. MDu. 
lichter (as light5, -er1] 

light'ish1’ 2 (lit-), aa. Somewhat light2; 
somewhat light4. [-ish4(2)] 

light'ning (lit-), n. Visible electric dis¬ 
charge between clouds or cloud & ground 
(forked, chain, or chained —, —flash in 
form of zigzag or divided line; sheet —, — 
flash of diffused brightness; summer, heat, 
—, sheet~ without audible thunder, result 
of distant storm; like —, with greatest 
conceivable speed; with — speed); —rod 
or -conductor, metal rod or wire fixed to 
exposed part of building or to mast to 
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divert ~ into earth or sea; ~ strike, labour 
strike at short notice by way of surprise. 
[14th c., differentiated form of lightening 
vbl n. of lighten 2 ] 

lights (lits), n. pi. Lungs of sheep, pigs, 
bullocks, etc., used as a food esp. for cats 
& dogs. [n. use of light4, cf. lung] 

light'some1 (lit-), a. (rare & poet.). Light, 
graceful, elegant, in appearance; light- 
-hearted, merry; nimble. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ~ness n. [ME, f. light4, -some] 

light'some2 (lit-), a. (rare). Light-giving, 
luminous; well lighted, bright. [ME, f. 
LIGHT1, -SOME] 

light'wood (lit-), n. Kinds of tree with 
light wood; kinds of tree with wood that 
burns with bright flame, [light4- 4] 

lign-aloes (lln&roz), n. The drug aloes; 
aloes-wood, an aromatic Mexican wood. 
[ME, f. LL lignum aloes wood of the aloe] 

lig'neous, a. (Of plants) woody (opp. 
herbaceous), [f. L ligneus (foil.) + -ous] 

lig'ni-, comb, form of L lignum wood. 
Hence ~f'erous, ~eorm, aa., ~fy v.t. & 
i.,~FICA'TION n. 

lig'nite, n. Brown coal showing traces 
of ligneous structure. [F, see prec., 
-ite1(2)] 

iig'num vit'ae, n. Guaiacum. [L, = 
wood of life] 

lig'ulate, a. (bot.). With strap-shaped 
fillet(s). [L ligula strap + -ate2] 

like1, a. (often governing noun like trans. 
part.; more, most, rarely or poet. ~r, ~st), 
prep., adv. (arch.), conj. (colloq.), & n. 
1. adj. Similar, resembling something or 
each other or the original, (in ~ manner 
or wise; on this <& the ~ subjects; the two 
letters are very ~; as ~ as two peas; ~ 
father ~ son, ~ master ~ man, ns the one 
is so will the other be; the picture is not ~; 
in alg., ~ signs, both positive or both 
negative, ~ quantities, expressed by same 
letters; occas. with with, as beings of 
~ passions with us; now rarely, & chiefly 
in comp. ~r, with to, as ~r to God than 
man)-, resembling, such as, (nothing ~ 
leather, as good as; what is he, it, ~ ?, 
what sort of person or thing is he or it?; 
look ~, have appearance of; ~ that, of the 
kind just seen or referred to; a critic ~ 
you, of the class that you exemplify; 
something ~ £1,000, nearly, about; some¬ 
thing ~ a day, with stress on ~, remark¬ 
ably fine or otherwise satisfactory; so 
abs., this is something ~; nothing ~ as 
good, not nearly); characteristic of (that is 
~ your impudence; it was ~ him to think of 
himself last); in promising state or right 
mood for doing (looks ~ lasting; feel ~ 
working or stopping work-, also looks ~ 
withn. = promises the finding or suggests 
the agency of, as looks ~ rabbits); (arch.) 
likely, (arch. & colloq.) likely to (had, 
= was, ~ to have done, narrowly escaped 
doing); —minded, having same tastes, 
views, etc. 2. prep. In the manner of, 
to the same degree as, (cannot do it ~ 

likely 

you; do not talk ~ that; ~ a shot, without 
demur, willingly, regardless of conse¬ 
quences; ~ fun, biases, one o’clock, any¬ 
thing, mad, etc., vigorously); (in pro¬ 
verbial or joc. pseudo-proverbial phrr.; 
emphasizing vbs) blush ~ a peony, drink 
~ a fish, fit ~ a glove, get on ~ a house 
on fire, smoke i.e. tobacco ~ a chimney, 
spread ~ wildfire, swear ~ a trooper, swim 
~ a duck; less usu. w. noun in objective 
relation, hate person etc. ~ poison, scatter 
them ~ chaff). 3. adv. In the same manner 
as (arch.); probably (now only in very ~, 
~ enough, usu. parenthetic); (illit.) so to 
speak (by way of argument ~). 4. conj. 
(for arch. ~ as; colloq.). As (cannot do it 
~ you do; snow is falling ~ in January). 
5. n. Counterpart, equal, ~ thing or 
person, (mix with your ~s; shall not see his 
~ again; did you ever see the ~ of it?; 
~ cures ~ ; the~s of me., colloq., persons so 
humble as I; the ~s of you, colloq., per¬ 
sons so distinguished as you); (golf) 
stroke that equalizes number of strokes 
played by each side; (ellipt,. use of adj. 
with pi. ~) thing(s) of the same kind (will 
never do the ~ again; & the ~ often as pi. 
= etcetera, as music, painting, & the ~; 
or the ~, or other thing(s) of the kind). 
[ME lich, lik, shortened form (= ON llkr) 
of OE gelic = OS gilik, OHG gilih, ON 
gllkr, Goth, galeiks f. Gmc *galik-, see 
Y-, lich] 

like2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Be pleasing to 
(arch, or joc.; chiefly impers., it ~s me 
not, well, etc.); thrive (obs. exc. in well- 
-liking); find agreeable, congenial, or 
satisfactory, feel attracted by, wish for, 
(I ~ you, the offer, his visits, (iron.) his im¬ 
pudence, her to be within reach, to see them 
now & then; do not ~ such subjects dis¬ 
cussed ; should much ~ to come; should ~ to 
know or see (iron.), think you will find it 
hard to tell me, am not likely to see; 
should ~ time to consider it; how do you ~ 
it ?, do you ~ it much or little or dislike 
it?, whence lik'ABLE a., lik'ableNESs n.; 
if you ~ (expr. consent to request, as you 
will come if you ~, or limited assent, as / 
am shy if you~, i.e. but not misanthropic, 
or emphatic selection, as I am shy if you 
~, i.e. but someone else is not); suit (only 
in I — it, i.e. kind of food, but it does not ~ 
me). 2. n. (Usu. pi.) liking(s), predilec- 
tion(s) (esp. ~s <£• dislikes). [OE lician, 
OS likon, OHG lihhen, ON lika, Goth. 
leikan f. Gmc *likam (prec., lich)] 

-like, suf. (i.e. like a. & adv. in comp.). 
1. Appended to nn. ~ forms adjj. (god~, 
womans, plumbago-~); adw. of similar 
form are pefh. arch., & in mod. use 
possible adw. can usu. be explained as 
adjj. (he, coward~, refused). 2. Appended 
to adjj. it forms adjj. chiefly Sc. (human- 
~, auld~) & Sc. adw. 

Hke'lihdod (-kl-), n. Being likely, probabi¬ 
lity, (esp. in all~, probably), [-hood] 

like'ly (-kl-), a. & adv. (more, most, -ier. 



■test). 1. Probable, such as might well 
happen, or be or prove true, or turn out 
to be the thing specified, (a ~ story, often 
iron.; it is pot ~ tie will come; his most ~ 
halting-place is —); to be expected to (he, 
this, is or was not ~ to come, happen); 
promising, apparently suitable for pur¬ 
pose or to do or be, capable-looking, 
(called at every ~ house', six ~ young 
fellmvs; the likeliest place for smugglers 
or to find him in). 2. adv. Probably 
(usu. most or very ~). [f. ON likligr 
(LIKE1, -LY1)] 

lik'en, v.t. Find or point out resemblance 
in (thing) to; (rare) make like to (its 
arbitrary character ~s it to a despotism). 
[-EN6] 

like'ness (-kn-), n. Being like, resem¬ 
blance (between, to); semblance (enemy 
in ~ of friend); representation, copy, 
portrait (take one’s ~, portray him); 
person or thing having the exact appear¬ 
ance of another, [-ness] 

like'wise (-kwiz), adv. & conj. Similarly 
(bibl.); also, moreover, too. [for in like 
wise] 

Uhin (le'ken'), n. Provincial transit duty 
in China. [Chin.] 

lik'ing, n. What one likes, one’s taste (is 
it to your ~ ?); regard, fondness, taste, 
fancy, for (have a ~ for him, for precise 
statement; no ~ for flattery). [OE licung 
(LIKE2, -ING1)] 

•111. Dial. var. of little. 
Ill' ac, n. & a. Shrub with fragrant pale 
pinkish-violet, or white, blossoms; (of) 
pale pinkish-violet colour. [17th c., f. F 
lilac (mod. Mas) f. Sp. f. Arab. f. Pers. 
lilak] 

lilia'ceous (-sh«s), a. Of the lily kind. [f. 
LL liliaceus (lily, -aceous)] 

Lillibuller'5, n. Song popular at end of 
17th c., often referred to by writers, 
[part of refrain] 

Lillipu'tian (-shn), a. & n. Native of 
Lilliput, diminutive (person or thing). 
[Lilliput in Gulliver’s Travels, -ian] 

lilt, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Sing melodiously or 
rhythmically. 2. n. (Song with) marked 
rhythmical cadence or swing. [ME lulle 
(cf. 1450 lilt-pipe), of unkn. orig.] 

lil'y, n. (Flower of) kinds of bulbous 
plant bearing large showy white or red¬ 
dish or purplish flowers on tall slender 
stem, esp. the white or madonna ~ 
(orange, tiger, turk’s cap, etc., ~); kinds of 
plant allied to these (belladonna, calla, 
Guernsey, Lent, water, etc., ~); ~ of the 
valley, spring herb with two large leaves 
& racemes of white bell-shaped fragrant 
flowers; person or thing of special white¬ 
ness or purity (lilies <£• roses, fair com¬ 
plexion); heraldic fleur-de-lis (the lilies, 
arms of old French monarchy, Bourbon 
dynasty); (attrib.) delicately white (~ 
maid, hand, etc.), pallid; '-'-iron, harpoon 
with detachable head for killing swordfish; 
r~-tiv'ered, cowardly; ~-white, as a ~. 

lime 

Hence lil'iED2 (-lid) a. [OE lilie f. L 
lilium] 

limb1 (-m), n., & v.t. 1. Leg, arm, or wing 
(escape with life & ~, without grave in¬ 
jury); (orig. of the devil or Satan) mis¬ 
chievous child, so ~ of the law, lawyer, 
policeman, etc.; main branch of tree (out 

isolated, stranded), one of four 
branches of cross, clause of sentence, spur 
of mountain; hence (-)~ed2 (-md), —'less 

(-ml-), aa. 2. v.t. Disable ~ of (person or 
animal), dismember (body). [OE lim, 
= ON limr, t. Gmc *li- as in dial, lilh] 

limb2 (-in), n. (sclent.). Edge of surface; 
graduated edge of quadrant etc.; edge 
(eastern, lower, etc., ~) of sun, moon, etc.; 
expanded part of petal, .sepal, or leaf, 
[f. F limbe or L limbus hem; see limbo ] 

lim'bate, a. (biol., bot.). Having distinct 
or different-coloured border. [f. LL 
limbatus (prec., -ate2)] 

lim'bec, n. (arch.). = alembic. 

lim'ber1, n., & v.t. 1. Detachable front 
of gun-carriage (two wheels, axle, pole, & 
ammunition-box). 2. v.t. Attach ~ to 
(gun), fasten together two parts of (gun- 
-carriage; also abs.), (usu. up). [15th c. 
limo(uyr, 16th c. lymnar, app. rel. to med. 
L limonarius (F -ier), f. limo shaft (F 
lirnon) ] 

lim'ber2, n. (naut.). One of the holes cut 
in floor-timbers for drainage to pump- 
-well. [perh. f. F lumidre light, soused] 

lim'ber2, a., & v.t. 1. Flexible; lithe, 
nimble. 2. v.t. Make ~; also abs. [16th 
e., of unkn. orig.] 

lim'bb, n. (pi. ~s). Region on border of 
hell where pre-Christian just men & un- 
baptized infants are confined; prison, 
durance; condition of neglect or oblivion. 
[ME, f. med. L phr. in limbo (limb2)] 

limel, n.. & v.t. 1. Sticky substance pnade 
from holly bark for catching small birds 
(usu. birds-). 2. White caustic alkaline 
earth (calcium oxide) got by burning 
stone, kinds of rock chiefly carbonate of 
calcium, & used for making mortar, as 
fertilizer, etc. (also quick— ; slaked'-, this 
after combination with water, hydrate of 
calcium), whence ~'less (-ml-), lim'v2, 
aa. 3. —burner, maker of ~; —cast, 
outer layer of ~ on budding; —'kiln, for 
burning ~stone; —'light, intense white 
light got by heating cylinder of ~ in 
oxyhydrogen flame (the —light, fig., w. 
ref. to use in theatre, full glare of pub¬ 
licity) ; —pit, for steeping hides to remove 
hair; —-twig, smeared with bird~. 4. v.t. 
Smear (twigs), catch (bird), with bird~ 
(also fig.); treat, dress (land), with ~ ; steep 
(skins) in ~ & water. [OE lim, = MDu., 
OHG lim, ON lim f. Gmc *lim- cogn. w. L 
limus mud, & loam] 

lime2, n. Round fruit smaller & more 
acid than lemon; '-'-juice, used as drink 
& esp. as antiscorbutic; -juicer (naut. 
si.), British sailor (also *lim'cy) or ship 
(because use of ~-juice was enforced on 
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board); Hirney, (also, si.) any British 
person. [F, f. Arab, Umah; cf. lemon] 

lime3, n. Ornamental tree with heart- 
-shaped leaves & small fragrant yellowish 
blossom (often —tree). [alt. of line 
= lind; see linden ] 

lim'en, n. (psych.). Limit below which 
given stimulus ceases to be perceptible, 
minimum of nerve-excitation required to 
produce sensation. Hence lim'inAL a. 
[L (genit. -inis), = threshold, representing 
G schwelle] 

lim'erick, n. Kind of nonsense verso 
(now usu. applied to the five-line form 
based on Lear’s nursery rhymes), [said to 
be f. chorus ‘ Will you come up to ~i ’ 
sung after extempore verses contributed 
each by member of party ] 

II lime^wort (-<5H), limpf, n. = bkook1- 
lime. [f. *lime, *lempe, OE hleomece] 

lim'itn. Bounding line, terminal point 
(superior, inferior, earliest & latest 
possible date, largest & smallest possible 
or permissible amount), bound that may 
not or cannot be passed, (without ~, un¬ 
limited; is the ~, si., is the last straw, 
intolerable etc.; ~ man, receiving longest 
start allowed in handicap, opp. scratch). 
Hence ~less a. [ME, f. OF limite f. L 
limilem nom. -7n.es] 

lim'it2, v.t. Confine within limits, set 
(usu. immaterial) bounds to, restrict to; 
serve as limit to; (p.p.) scanty; ||~ed 
company, see liability ; ~ed mail, taking 
only ~ed number of passengers; ~ed 
monarchy etc., subject to constitutional 
restrictions (opp. absolute). So ~ative a. 
[ME, f. OF limiter, or f. L limitare (prec.)] 

limitar'ian, n. & a. (Holder) of doctrine 
that only a limited part of mankind is to 
be saved, [limit1, -arian] 

lim'itary, a. Subject to restriction; of, 
on, serving as, limit, [f. L limitaris 
(LIMIT1, -ARY2)] 

limita'tion, n. Limiting; limited condi¬ 
tion, disability or inability, (has his ~s, 
is not talented in all directions); limiting 
rule or circumstance; legally specified 
period beyond which action cannot be 
brought, estate or law is not to continue, 
etc. (statute of ~s, any that fixes such 
period), [f. L limitatio (limit2, -ation)] 

lim'ltrophe (-of), a. (Of district etc.) on 
frontier, adjacent to. [F, f. LL -ms (L 
limes limit 1, Glc -trophos -feeding), orig. of 
lands set apart for support of frontier 
troops] 

II limn (-m), v.t. (arch.). Paint (picture); 
depict, portray. Hence lim'nER1 n. [f. 
obs. lumine illuminate (MSS.) f. OF 
luminer f. med. L luminare (L lumen 
-inis light)] 

limnol'ogy, n. Study of physical pheno¬ 
mena of lakes; study of pond-life. [Gk 
Hwnelake, -o-, -logy] 

lim'ousine (-dbzen), n. Motor-car with 
permanently enclosed body (cf. cabriolet). 
[F, fern. adj. = of Limoges] 

limp*, v.i., & n. 1. Walk lamely, (of verse) 
halt; (of damaged ship, aircraft, etc.) 
proceed slowly or with difficulty. 2. n. 
Lame walk. Hence~'ingLYa adv. [cogn. 
w. OE lemp-healt lame, MHG limpfen 
limp, f. WG *limp-, *lamp-] 

limp2, a. Not stiff, flexible, (of book¬ 
bindings) not stiffened with mill-board; 
(fig.) wanting in energy. Hence ~'ly2 
adv., ' '’ness n. [18th c., of unkn. orig.; 
cf. MHG lampen hang limp] 

llm'pet, n. Gasteropod mollusc with 
tent-shaped shell sticking tightly to 
rocks; (fig.) person, esp. State employee, 
who clings to office; ~ mine (attached to 
ship’s bottom), [late OE lempedu f. med. 
L lampreda limpet, lamprey ] 

lim'pid, a. Pellucid, clear, not turbid, (of 
liquids, atmosphere, eyes, literary style). 
Hence or cogn. ~ly2 adv., ~ity (-Id-), 

■ 'NESS, nn. [f. F -ide or L limpidus] 
limp'kin, n. Kinds of bird between 
cranes & rails, [limp1, -kin, from their 
movements ] 

II limp-wort. See lime-wort. 
lin'age, n. Number of lines in printed 
matter; payment according to this. 
[-age] 

linch'pm, n. Pin passed through axle-end 
to keep wheel on. [OE lynis, OS lunisa 
(G lunse) + pin] 

Lin'coln green (-ngkon), n. Bright green 
stuff made at Lincoln, 

linc'tus (-ngk-), n. Medicine to be licked 
up; soothing cough mixture. [L, f. 
lingere lick ] 

lin'den, n. Lime-tree. [sb. use of obs. adj. 
linden f. OE lind lime-tree (= OHG linda, 
ON Zmd) + -EN5; cf. lime3] 

line ’, n. Fine long flax separated from the 
tow. [OE lin, = OS, OHG, ON lin, Goth. 
lein f. Gmc *linam, cogn. w. or f. L linum] 

line2, n. (Order of main senses) 1. Cord; 
2. Long narrow mark; 3. Row; 4. Series; 
5. Direction. 1. Piece of rope (esp. naut., 
e.g. for sounding; so prob. hard ~s, bad 
luck, hardship; also = CLOTUES-~); wire or 
cable for telegraph or telephone (hold the 
~; the ~ is bad; ~’man, charged with 
keeping wire etc. in repair), route tra¬ 
versed by this; cord bearing fish-hook(s) 
(~-fishing, opp. net-fishing; hook1, ~, <£.- 
sinker; give one ~ enough, let him go his 
own way for a time in order to secure or 
detect him later); cord for measuring, 
levelling, etc. (plumb-~ ; by rule <P ~, with 
precision); (pi.) one’s lot in life (Ps. xvi. 
6, w. ref. to marking out land); rule or 
canon (obs. exc. in ~ upon ~, see Is. 
xxviii. 10, with slow & regular progress). 
2. Long narrow mark traced on surface; 
use of these in draughtsmanship (boldyiess, 
purity, of ~; translate life etc. into ~ rf- 
colour; —drawing, done with pen or 
pencil; ~-engraving, done with incised 
~s, as opp. etching & mezzotint; ~-work, 
with pen or pencil not wash etc.; ~ of 
beauty, ~ with two opposite curves like 
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elongated S); one of the very narrow 
vertical sections in which televised scenes 
are photographed and reproduced; 
(games) mark limiting court or ground or 
special parts of them; thing resembling 
traced mark, band of colour, seam, 
furrow, wrinkle (~ of life, fortune, etc., 
folds in palm of hand significant in 
palmistry); (math.) straight or curved 
continuous extent of length without 
breadth, track of moving point, (with 
defining word, as isothermal ~) curve con¬ 
necting all points having specified com¬ 
mon property; the L~, equator; straight 
~ (~ of fire1, force, etc.; picture hung on 
the~, exhibited with its centre about level 
of spectator’s eye; go as straight as a ~); 
contour, outline, lineament (the savage ~s 
of his mouth), (pi.) plan or draft (esp. of 
ship in horizontal, vertical, & oblique 
sections) or manner of procedure (on 
conservative, political, the same, etc., ~s; 
on the ~s laid down by someone); (as 
measure) 1/12 inch; limit, boundary, 
(draw1 the ~; so dividing ~; on the ~, 
not clearly one thing or the other). 3. 
Row of persons or things (come, bring, 
into agree or co-operate, induce to do 
so; toe the~, fig., accept party programme 
etc.); (mil.) connected series of field- 
-works (go 1 up the ~); |] also row of tents 
or huts in camp; (naut.)~ abreast, num¬ 
ber of parallel ships ranged on ~ crossing 
keels at right angles, ~ ahead, ships 
following in a string. ~ of battle1, ship of 
the ~ or ~-o/-battle 1 ship; (mil.) double 
row (front & rear ranks) of men ranged 
side by side, also arrangement of com¬ 
panies side by side (opp. column ; drawn 
up in, form, wheel into, ~; all along the 
~, at every point, often fig. of success 
etc.); (army) the ~, regular & numbered 
regiments (not Guards, Engineers, or 
Artillery, & occas. understood to exclude 
Cavalry); row of words in page or news¬ 
paper column (read between the ~s, detect 
hidden meaning in document, speech, 
etc.; ~-filling, flourish or ornament in 
blank space at end of ~ in MS.); (by exag.) 
short letter (just a ~ to tell you that —); 
single verse of poetry; (pi.) piece of poetry 
(often upon subject or to person); || (pi.) 
specified amount (100 etc. ~s) of usu. 
Latin verse to be written out as school 
punishment; (pi., also marriage ~s) certi¬ 
ficate of marriage; (pi.) words of actor’s 
part. 4. Series or regular succession of 
steamers, buses, aircraft, etc., plying 
between certain places; connected series 
of persons or things following one another 
in time (can show a long ~ of heroes), esp. 
several generations of family (male, female, 
direct, etc., ~), family, lineage, stock 
(comes of a good ~). 5. Direction, course, 
track, (~ of march, communication, etc.); 
(Railways) single track of rails (up, down, 
~, to, from, chief terminus esp. London), 
one branch of system (main, branch, loop. 

~) or whole system under one manage¬ 
ment (Southern etc. ~); course followed 
in riding to hounds (take, keep to, one’s 
own, ~, often also fig.); course of proce¬ 
dure, conduct, thought, etc.; department 
of activity, province, branch of business, 
(somethingin, out of, one’s~, that interests 
or concerns one, or not; in the banking, 
oil-&-colour, etc., ~); (commerc.) class 
of goods, order for or stock of this. [(1) 
ME li(g)ne f. OF ligne f. L linea f. linum 
line1; (2) OE line = OHG, ON lina, f. 
Gmc tlinam (prec.)] 

line3, v.t. & i. Mark in, off, out, with lines 
on paper etc.; cover with lines (a face ~d 
vnth pain); ~ through, cross out; draw 
(men or objects) up in line; come up or 
spread (t. & i.) out in line; post troops etc. 
along (road, hedge, etc.) (of troops) form 
open or close line along (pass etc.), (of 
things) stand at intervals along (wall etc.), 
[f. prec.] 

line4, v.t. Apply layer of (usu. different) 
material to inside of (garment, box, 
vessel, bag, etc.); fill (purse, pocket, 
stomach, etc.); serve as lining for. Hence 
lin'er1 [-er1] n., (esp.) removable metal 
lining saving wear & tear (in heavy guns 
& machinery), lin'lNG ‘(4) n. (every cloud 
has a silver lining, there is good in every 
evil), [f. line 1, w. ref. to use of linen for 
linings ] 

line5, v.t. Copulate with, cover, (bitch). 
[ME, f. OF lignier] 

lin'eage, n. Lineal descent, ancestry, 
pedigree. [ME, f. OF lignage (L line a 
LINE2, -AGE)] 

Hn'eal, a. In the direct line of descent or 
ancestry (opp. collateral); (rare) of, in, 
line(s), linear. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF lineal f. LL linealis (line2, -al)] 

lin'eament, n. (Usu. pi.) distinctive 
feature(s), or characteristic(s) esp. fea¬ 
ture^) of face, (sing, chiefly in every ~). 
[ME, f. L lineamentum f. lineare (f. linea 
LINE2), -MENT] 

lin'ear, a. Of, in, line(s) (~ perspective) ; 

(math., physics) involving measurement 
in one dimension only (~ equation, of first 
degree); long, narrow, & of uniform 
breadth. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L linearis 
(LINE2, -AR1)] 

linea'tion, n. Drawing of, marking with, 
arrangement of, lines. [ME, f. L lineatio 
(lineament, -ation)] 

lin'en, a. & n. 1. Made of flax (~ cloth). 
2. n. Cloth woven from flax, (with pi.) 
particular kind of this; (collect.) shirts, 
sheets, cloths, etc., of ~, calico, etc. (wash 
one’s dirty ~ at home, in public, keep, not 
keep, quiet about domestic quarrels etc.); 
II —draper, dealer in ~, calico, etc.; — 
fold, carved or moulded ornament repre¬ 
senting a fold or scroll of ~; hence 
~ette'(2) n. [OE linen, OS, OHG linin f. 
WG (LINE1, -EN5)] 

lin'er2 (for liner1 see line4), n. Ship, usu. 

steamer, belonging to line of passenger 
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ships; aircraft belonging to a regular line, 
used esp. for passenger transport. [-ER1] 

lines'man (-nz-), n. || Soldier of line 
regiment; (lawn tennis, football) official 
assisting umpire or referee by deciding 
whether or where ball touches or crosses 
line, [line’s (line2)] 

ling1, n. Long slender N.-Europ. sea-fish 
used (usu. cured) for food. [ME lenge, 
lings, f. MDu.; cf. early mod. Du. lenghe, 
linghe, = ON langa; perh. cogn. w. 
LONG1] 

ling2, n. Kinds of heather. Hence lin'gY2 

(-ngi) a. [ME lyng f. ON lyng] 
-ling1, suf. forming nn.; OE, OS, OHG 

-ling, ON -lingr, Goth, -liggs f. Gmc 
*-ingaz -ing3 appended to -ila- -le(1). 1. 
In OE, ME, & mod. E, ~ is added to nn. 
to form nn. denoting person or thing 
connected w. primary n. (hirers, nurs—, 
sap—), & to adjj. to form nn. (gray—, 
dar—, young—)-, so also, f. adv., under-—. 
On anal, of nurs— etc., where first com¬ 
ponent is ambiguous, shave—, starve—, 
are formed on w. 2. In ON ~ had dim. 
force; instances of this appear in E in 
14th & 15th cc. (cod—, duck—)-, in this use 
alone (esp. in formation of contemptuous 
dimm., as lord—, -prince—) the suf. is a 
living one. 

-ling2, -lings, suf. forming advv.; Gmc 
"-ling, *-lang, m-lung, (+-ES) used in OE 
added to nn. to form advv. of direction, 
as bascling back, andlang along, grund- 
lunga to ground; in other wds the suf. 
forms adw. of condition or situation 
(darkling), usu. now dial, only; see 
-LONG. 

ling'a(m) (-ngg-), n. The phallus (esp. as 
symbol of Siva). [Skr. linga] 

ling'er (-ngg-), v.i. & t. Put off departure 
esp. from reluctance to go; stay about, 
not depart or arrive at expected or right 
time; dally round place or over or (up)on 
subject; drag on a feeble existence (of 
invalids & moribund customs); be pro¬ 
tracted (—ing disease, agonies); be tardy, 
delay; throw (time) away in delays. 
Hence ~Eit1 n., ~ingLY2 adv. [f. obs. 
leng (OE lengan (f. long1), = OHG langen 
lengthen) + -er6 ] 

lingerie (see Ap.), n. (Stock of) linen 
articles, women's underwear. [F] 

lmg'5 (-ngg-), n. (pi. —es). (Derog. for) 
foreign language, vocabulary of special 
subject or class of people, [alt. f. lingua 
(It., Pg., LINGUA FRANCA), -o being a 
common ending of ‘ foreign ’wds] 

-lings. See -ling2. 
ling'ua franc'a (-nggwa), n. Mixture of 
Italian, French, Greek, & Spanish, used 
in the Levant; any language serving as 
medium between different peoples (also 
fig. of common ideas etc.). [It., = Frank¬ 
ish tongue] 

ling'ual (-nggw-), a. & n. (Anat.) of the 
tongue; (phonet.) formed by the tongue 
(n., ~ sound; both a. & n. now rare), 

linotype 

whence ~IZE(3) v.t.; of speech or lan¬ 

guages (~ studies), [f. med. L lingualis 
(L lingua tongue, -al) ] 
ling'uifdrm (-nggw-), a. (bot., anat., zool.). 

Tongue-shaped, [prec., -I-, -formI 

ling'uist (-nggw-), n. Person skilled in 
foreign languages (good, bad, no, —). [f. 
L lingua language + -1ST] 

linguis'tlic (-nggw-), a. & n. 1. Of the 
study of languages; of language, lingual. 
2. n. pi. ~ic science. Hence ~ically adv. 
[prec. + -IC; sense 2 f. F -ique, G -ik] 

ling'ulate (-ngg-), a. Tongue-shaped, [f. 
L lingula dim. of lingua tongue, -ate2] 

ling'uo- (-nggw-), comb, form of L lingua 
tongue (-o-), as —den'lal made with 

tongue & teeth (of sounds). 

II lin'hay, linn'(e)y, (lin'i), n. (S.-W. Eng. 
dial.). Farm-shed or outbuilding open 
along front, [orig. unkn.; first element 
perh. f. lean2] 

lin'iment, n. Liquid usu. made with oil 
used in rubbing body for rheumatism etc., 
embrocation, [f. LL linimentum (linire 
smear, -ment)] 

lin'ing. See line3. 

link1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. One ring or loop 
of chain (as measure, 1/100 of surveying 
chain or 7‘92 in.); = sleeve-~; loop in 
knitting etc.; connecting part, thing or 
person that unites others, filler of gap, 
member of series (missing ~). 2. vb. Con¬ 
nect, join, (things, persons) together or 
(thing, person) to-, clasp (hands); hook 
(arm in or through another’s, or arms); 
attach oneself on or in to system, com¬ 
pany, etc. Hence ~'age(1, 3) n. [ME, f. 
ON *hlenkr, cogn. w. OE hlanc lank, 

OHG hlanca flank, f. Gmc *hlank-] 
link2, n. Torch of pitch & tow formerly 
used for lighting people along streets; 
-’boy, —'man, employed to carry ~s. 
[16th c., orig. unkn.] 

links, n. pi. Level or undulating sandy 
ground near sea-shore, with turf & coarse 
grass (Sc.); ground on which golf is 
played, often resembling that of prec. 
sense (also a — as sing.). [OE Mine perh. 
cogn. w. LEAN2] 

II linn, n. (chiefly Sc.). Waterfall; pool be¬ 
low this; precipice, ravine, [perh. mix¬ 
ture of OE hlynn torrent & Gael, linne] 

Linn(a)e'an (-nean), a. &n. (Follower) of 
Linnaeus or his system of classifying 
plants & animals. [Linnaeus latinized 
name of C. Linn6, Swedish naturalist 
(d. 1778), +-AN] 

linn'et, n. Common brown or warm-grey 
song-bird. [f. OF linette (lin flax, f. its 
food)] 

linn(e)y. See linhay. 

lin'oeut, n. Design cut in relief on block of 
linoleum; print obtained from this, [lino ] 

lindl'eum, n. (also lin'5 abbr.). Floor- 
-cloth of canvas with thick coat of oxi¬ 
dized linseed oil etc. Hence ~ed2 (-ml) 

a. [L linum flax, oleum oil] 
lln'otype, n. Machine for producing 
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lines of words as substitute for type- 
-setting by hand, much used in printing 
newspapers. [= line o’ type] 

lin'sang, n. Civet cat of Borneo & Java. 
[Javanese] 

lin'seed, n. Seed of flax; — cake, — (with 
the — oil pressed out) as cattle-food; — 
meal, ground ~; — poultice, of — or — 
meal, [late OE linseed (line1, seed)] 

lin'sey-wdol'sey (-z-, -z-), n. Dress 
material of coarse inferior wool woven on 
cotton warp (orig. of wool & flax); (fig.) 
strange medley, nonsense. [15th c., f. 
linsey (poss. f. line1-fobs, say silk) 4- 

wool, w. jingling termination] 
Hn'stock, n. (hist.). Match-holder used in 

old gunnery. [16th c. lint-, linestocke, f. 
Du. lontstok (lont match, stok stick), w. 
assim. to lint & line1] 

lint, n. Soft material for dressing wounds 
made by scraping linen cloth on one side. 
[14th c. northern lint, obsc. rel. to line1; 

ult. orig. unkn. ] 
lin'tel, n. Horizontal timber or stone 

over door or window. Hence —Ied2 (-Id) 
a. [ME, f. OF lintel threshold, f. Rom. 
Himitale (cf. var. OF lintier f. *limitare) 
by conf. w. LL liminare (L limen thres¬ 
hold); see limit1, -le(2)] 

lin'y, a. Marked with lines; wrinkled; 
(art) using line too much. Hence lin'i- 
NESS. [-Y2] 

li'on, n. 1. Large powerful tawny African 
& S.-Asian (formerly also European) 
carnivorous mammal with tufted tail & 
(in the male) flowing shaggy mane (— in 
the way or path, obstacle, esp. imaginary; 
—’s mouth, perilous position; ~’s share, 
largest or best part; — & unicorn, sup¬ 
porters of royal arms; —’s skin, false 
assumption of courage; twist —’s tail, of 
foreign, esp. U.-S., journalists or orators 
defying or insulting Great Britain). 2. 
Courageous person, so —-heartED2 a. 
3. pi. II Sights worth seeing in town etc. 
(from custom of showing country visitors 
the ~s formerly kept in Tower of London; 
see, shoio, the —s). 4. Person of literary or 
other celebrity sought after to be shown 
off at social gatherings (—hunter, host or 
hostess depending much on —s), whence 
—hood, —ship, nn. 5. National emblem of 
Great Britain {the British L—, the nation 
personified). 6. (L—) constellation & 
zodiacal sign leo. Hence—like a.,~ess1, 

—ETl, nn. [ME, f. AF liun f. L leonem 
nom. leo f. Gk leon leontos ] 

li'on|ize, -|ise (-Iz), v.t. & i. See or show 
the sights (see prec.) of (place); show these 
to (visitor); see the sights; treat (person) 
as celebrity, make a lion (see prec.) of, 
whence—ism(1) n. [-ize] 

lip, n., & v.t. (-pp-). 1. One of the fleshy 
edges of the opening of the mouth {upper, 
lower or under, —; bite one’s —, in vexa¬ 
tion or to repress emotion, stifle laugh, 
etc.; stiff upper —, fortitude or obstinacy; 
curl one’s —, in scorn; hang one’s ~, in 

humiliation; lick, smack, one s —s, in 
enjoyment or anticipation of food or fig.; 
hang on one’s —s, listen to his every word 
in reverence; word etc. escapes one’s —s, 
is uttered thoughtlessly). 2. Saucy talk, 
impudence, (si., esp. none of your — /). 
3. Edge of cup, vessel, cavity, wound, 
etc. 4. —, from the —s only, professed, 
not heartfelt or sincere, (— -homage, 
-religion, -Christian, -service, -worship)-, 
— -deep, superficial, insincere; ^-language, 
-reading, -speaking, use & interpretation 
of motions of —s to & by the deaf or 
dumb; salve, ointment for sore —s, 
(fig.) flattery; stick, stick of cosmetic 
for rouging —s; hence (-)~pED2 (-pt). 
—'less, aa. 5. v.t. Touch with —s, apply 
—s to; (of water) just touch, lap; (golf) 
hit ball just to edge of (hole), (of ball) 
reach edge of (hole) but fail to drop in; 
murmur, utter softly. [OE lippa, MLG, 
MDu., (G) lippe, MSw. lippe f. Gmc 
*lipjon- cogn. w. L labrum] 

lipog'raphy, n. Omission of letter(s) or 
word(s) in writing, [f. Gk lip- st. of leipo 
omit, -graphY] 

lipp'er, n. (naut.). Rippling or ruffled 
motion, surface roughness, of sea. [16th 
c. n. & vb, prob. frequent, f. lap6] 

liquate', v.t. Separate or purify (metals) 
by liquefying. Hence liquA'TiON n. [f. L 
liquare melt, cogn. w. liquor, -ate3] 

li'que|fy, v.t. & i. Bring (solid or gas) or 
come into liquid condition. Hence or 
cogn. —fa'cient (-ashent) a. & n., ~fac¬ 

tion n., —factivE, ~fiABLE, aa., —fiER'O, 
2) n. [f. F liqudfier f. L liquefacere (liquere 
be liquid, -fy) ] 

liques'cent, a. Becoming, apt to become, 
liquid, [f. L liquescere (prec., -escent)] 

liqueur' (-kur), n. Strong alcoholic liquor 
sweetened & flavoured with aromatic 
substances & usu. drunk in small quan¬ 
tities; mixture of sugar & alcohol or 
wines used to flavour champagne, whence 
~ v.t.; ~ brandy, of special quality for 
drinking as ~; ~-glass, very small for ~s; 
'—frame, -stand, for holding -—-bottles. 
[F, = LIQUOR] 

li'quid, a. & n. 1. (Substance that is) in¬ 
compressible but offering no resistance 
to change of shape, neither solid nor 
gaseous, resembling water or oil in 
normal state, in fluid but not gaseous 
condition (~ air, reduced to ~ state by 
intense cold; ~ fire, projected from flame- 
-thrower); watery. 2. Having the trans¬ 
parence, translucence, or brightness, of 
water or wine (~ lustre, eyes, sky, air, 
blue). 3. (Of sounds) flowing clear, fluent, 
pure, not grating or discordant, not 
guttural, vowel-like, (blackbird’s ~ notes; 
in his ~ Italian; n., one of the letters l, r, 
& occas. m, n). 4. Not fixed, unstable, 
(has very ~ convictions or principles). 
5. (Of assets, securities, etc.) easily con¬ 
vertible into cash. Hence or cogn. ~ity 

(-id1), —ness, nn., —ize(3) v.t., —ly2 adv. 
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[ME, f. L liquidus (liquere be liquid cf. 
LIQUATE, LIQUOR)] 

li'quidlate, v.t. & i. Pay, clear off, (debt); 
put an end to, suppress, get rid of, (often 
by violent means); wind up, ascertain 
liabilities & apportion assets of, (com¬ 
pany, firm), whence —atOR n.; (intr., of 
company) have this done. Hence —a'tion 
n. (go into nation, of company, have its 
affairs wound up, become bankrupt), [f. 
med. L liquidare make clear (liquid, 
-ATE3)] 

li'quor (-ker), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Liquid part 
of secretion or product of operation; 
liquid used as wash etc.; water used in 
brewing; liquid (usu. fermented or dis¬ 
tilled) for drinking (malt —, ale, beer, 
porter, etc.; spirituous —, spirits; dis- 

GUiSErf with —; in —, the worse for~, more 
or less drunk; a — or si., taking 
of ~ as refreshment); water in which food 
has been boiled; (pharmacy, pr. llk'wdi) 
solution of specified drug in water (~ am- 
moniae etc.). 2. vb. Dress (leather, shoes) 
with grease or oil; steep (malt etc.) in 
water; (si.) ~ up or —, have a drink of 
alcoholic —. [ME licour(e) f. OF licour 
f. L liquorem (liquere see liquid, -or)] 

li'quorice (-ko-), lic'orice, n. (Black 
substance used in medicine & as sweet¬ 
meat made from) root of Glycyrrhiza 
glabra-, the plant. [ME, f. AF lycorys f. 
LL liquiritia f. Gk glukurrhiza (glukus 
sweet, rhiza root)] 

li'quorish (-ko-), a. Fond of, indicating 
fondness for, liquor. Hence —ly 2 adv., 
'--ness n. [misuse of lickerish] 

lira (ldr'a), n. (pi. lire pr. -a, ~s; abbr. L.). 
Italian & Turkish monetary unit. [It., f. 
L LIBRA] 

lisle thread (lil thrSd), n. Fine hard- 
-twisted thread made orig. at Lisle (now 
Lille) in France. 

lisp, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Substitute one of the 
sounds of th for sibilants in speaking; (of 
child) speak with imperfect pronuncia¬ 
tion; say with a ~ (often out); hence 
—'ingLY2 adv. 2. n. —ing pronunciation; 
rippling of waters, rustling of leaves. 
[OE -wlispian (f. wlisp adj., = OHG 
lisp), = MLG wlispen, LG, Du., OHG 
lispen] 

liss'om(e), a. Lithe, supple, agile. Hence 
—NESS n. [contr. of LlTHEsome] 

list1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Selvage or edge of 
cloth, usu. of different material, whence 
—'ing4(3) n.; such edges torn off & used 
as a material (— slippers; line edges of 
door with —, to keep out draughts; vb, 
fasten — round edges of, as have —erf my 
doors). 2. pi. Palisades enclosing tilting- 
-ground; (fig.) scene of contest (enter the 
—s against, challenge or accept challenge 
of, usu. to controversy). 3. Roll or cata¬ 
logue of names, of persons or things be¬ 
longing to a class, of articles with prices, 
of things to be done, etc. (active —, of 
officers in army or navy or air force 

literal 

liable to be called on for service; free —, 
of persons to be admitted free to theatre 

etc., also of duty-free articles; army, 

civil, sick, —'); (vb) enter in a —, (now 

rare or vulg.) go as soldier, enlist, [senses 

1 & 2: OE liste, = MDu. lijste, OHG 
lista (sense 2 infl. by OF lisse, of obsc. 

orig.); sense 3 f. F liste f. Gmc as in 1 ] 
II list2, v.t. (arch.; 3 sing. pres. — or— eth, 
past — or -erf). Be pleasing to (shall do 
what him ~eth; did as him —); desire, 
choose, (to do or abs.; ye who — to hear; 
wind blowelh ivhere it ~cth). [OE lystan, 
OS lustian, OHG lusten, ON lysta f. Gmc 
*lustjan f. *lustuz lust ] 

list3, n., & v.i. Lean(ing) over to one side 
(of ship, owing to leak, shifting cargo, 
subsidence, etc., cf. iieel3; also of build¬ 
ing, fence, etc.). [17th-18th c. also lust, 
of obsc. orig.; peril, transf. use of obs. 
list pleasure. Inclination, f. proc. ] 

II list4, v.i. & t. (arch.). Listen, listen to. 

[OE hlystan, f. hlyst sense of hearing, 

= OS, ON hlusti. Gmc *hlustizt. *hlus-; 
cogn. W. LOUD] 

li'sten (-sn), v.i. & t. Make effort to hear 
something, hear person speaking with 
attention; give ear to or now usu. to (per¬ 
son or sound or story); yield to temptation 
or request; — in, tap telephonic com¬ 
munication, use wireless receiving sot; 
—ing-post, point near enemy’s lines for 
detecting his movements by sound. 
Hence —er1 (-sn-) n. (good — er, one who 
habitually —s with interest or sympathy), 
(also) person receiving broadcast wire¬ 
less programmes. [ONorthumb. lysna, 
*hlysna, MHG lusenen f. Gmc *hlus- 
(prec.)] 

lis'terine, n. An antiseptic solution. 
[Lord Lister (d. 1912), -INE4; P] 

Iis'terize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Treat (wound) on 
the antiseptic methods introduced by 
Lord Lister. So lister'iAN a. [-ize] 

list'less, a. Languid, indifferent, uninter¬ 
ested, disinclined for exertion. Hence 
—LYa adv., —ness n. [ME, f. obs. list 
inclination (list2) +-less] 

lit. See light3’5 ; — up (si.), drunk, 
lit'any, n. Series of petitions for use in 
church services or processions recited by 
clergy & responded to usu. in repeated 
formula(s) by people (the L~, that con¬ 
tained in the Book of Common Prayer); 
—-desk, -stool, at which reciter of — kneels. 
[ME, f. OF f. LL f. Gk lilaneia prayer] 

litchi (leche'), n. Fruit(-tree) orig. from 
China grown in Bengal, [f. Chin, li-chi] 

-life, suf. forming names of minerals; F, 
f. Gk lilhos stone; usu. preceded by -0-. 

lit'eracy, n. Ability to read & write. 
[literate, -cy, after illiteracy] 

||llt’erae humdnl&r'es (-?.), n. (abbr. Lit. 
Hum.). Polite letters, esp. as name of 
classical school or examination for B.A. 
degree at Oxford. [L] 

lit'eral, a. & n. 1. Of, in, expressed by, 
letter(s) of alphabet (— error, also — as n., 
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misprint). 2. Following the letter, text, 
or exact or original words (~ translation, 
transcript, etc.), whence ~ism(4) n. 3. 
Taking words in their usual or primary 
sense & applying the ordinary rules of 
grammar, without mysticism or allegory 
or metaphor, (~ interpretation-, I hear 
nothing in the ~ sense of the word, with the 
ears as opp. other means of getting news), 
whence ~ism(3), ~ist (2), nn.; (of persons) 
prosaic, matter-of-fact. 4. So called 
without exaggeration (~ decimation; often 
incorrectly used, as a ~ flood of pam¬ 
phlets). Hence ~ity (-al-), ~nf,SS, nn., 
~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF, or LL litteralis 
(LETTER, -AL)] 

lit'eralize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Take (metaphor 
etc.) in litoral sense, [-ize] 

llterar'um dSc'tdf, n. Doctor of litera¬ 
ture (as University degree). [L] 

lit' erar|y, a. Of, constituting, occupied 
with, literature, polite learning, or books 
& written composition esp. of the kind 
valued for form (—j/ history of a thing, of 
its treatment in literature; ~j/ property, 
exclusive right of publication, books etc. 
subject to this; ~y man, man of letters) ; 

(of word or idiom) uncolloquial, affected 
by writers. Hence ~iLY2 adv., '—iNESS n. 
[f. L litterarius (letter, -ary1)] 

lit'erate, a. & n. (Person) having some 
acquaintance with literature or (now 
usu.) able to read & write; liman ad¬ 
mitted to Anglican orders without uni¬ 
versity degree. [ME, f. L litteratus (letter, 

-ate2)] 

lUerat'l, n. pi. Men of letters, the 
learned class. [L, asprec. ] 

IXterdt'lm, adv. Letter for letter, textu- 
ally, literally, [med. L] 

lit'erator, n. Literary man. [L (literate, 

-or) elementary teacher, grammarian, 
sciolist] 

lit'erature, n. Literary culture (arch.); 
literary production (engaged in ~), the 
literary profession (~ was represented by 
■—); realm of letters, writings of country 
or period; writings whose value lies in 
beauty of form or emotional effect (light* 

~); the books treating of a subject; 
(colloq.) printed matter. [ME, f. OF, or 
L lilteratura (literate, -ure)] 

-lith, suf. repr. Gk lithos stone (aerolith, 
monolith); cf. -Lite. 

lith'Shge (-j), n. Lead monoxide. [ME, f. 
OF litarge f. L f. Gk litharguros (lithos 
stone, arguros silver)] 

lithe (-dh), a. Flexible, supple. Hence 
~'ness (-dhn-) n., ~'some (-dhs-) a. [OE 
lithe, OS lithi, OHG lindi f. Gmc "tin-, 
oog-n. w. L lentus] 

lith'ia, n. Oxide of lithium; ~-water, used 
for gout, [changed f. earlier lilhion f. Gk 
neut. of litheios (lithos stone) after soda etc.] 

lith'ic, a. Of the stone or calculus; of 
stone, [f. Gk lithikos (prec., -ic) ] 

lith'ium, n. Metallic element resembling 
sodium, [lithia, -iuhJ 

lith(o)-, comb, form of Gk lithos stone, 
esp. in wds having ref. either to the treat¬ 
ment of stone in the bladder or kidneys, 
or to the use of stone in printing, 

lith'ograph (-abf), n., & v.t. 1. Litho¬ 
graphic print. 2. v.t. Print by litho¬ 
graphy ; write or engrave on stone, [prec., 
-graph ] 

lithog'raphy, n. Drawing or writing on 
kind of yellow slaty limestone (litho¬ 
graphic stone) so that impressions in ink 
can be taken. So lithoG'RAPHER n., litho- 
GRAPH'IC a. [LITHO-, -GRAPHY] 

lithol'ogy, n. Science of the nature & 
composition of stones & rocks, whence 
lithold'giCAL a.; department of medical 
science dealing with calculus, [litho-, 

-LOGY] 
lithontrip'tic, a. & n. (Medicine) that 
breaks up stone in bladder, [f. F lilhon- 
triptique f. Gk liihon thruptika (drugs) 
comminutive of stones ] 

lith'ophyte, n. (Zool.) polyp whose sub¬ 
stance is calcareous, as some corals; 
(bot.) plant that grows on stone, [litho-, 

Gk phuton plant (phuo grow)] 
lithot'omly, n. Operation of cutting for 

stone in bladder. Hence or cogn. litho- 
tom'ic(AL) aa., ~ist(1) n., ~ize(1) v.t. [f. 
LL f. Gk litholomia (litho-, -tomy)] 

lithot'ritly, n. Operation of crushing 
stone in bladder into small particles that 
can be passed through urethra. Hence 
~ist(1) n., ~ize(1) v.t. [f. litho- + L tcrere 
trit- rub, replacing lithontriptic etc.] 

LIthuan'ian, a. & n. (Language or native) 
of Lithuania, [-an] 

lit'iglate, v.i. & t. Go to law, be party to 
lawsuit; contest (point) at law, whence 
~able a. Hence ~ant(1) n. & a., ~a'tion 

n. [f. L litigare (lis litis lawsuit), -ate3] 

liti'gious (-jus), a. Given to litigation, 
fond of going to law; disputable at law, 
offering matter for lawsuit; of lawsuits. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~NESS n. [ME, f. OF 
litigieux or L litigiosus (litigium litigation, 
cf. prec.)] 

lit'mus, n. Blue colouring-matter got 
from lichens that is turned red by acid 
& restored to blue by alkali; ~-paper, un¬ 
sized & stained with ~ as test for acids. 
[ME, f. ONorw. litmosi f. ON litr (whence 
E dial, lit) dye -f mosi moss] 

llt'otes (-z), n. Understatement often 
ironical (as ‘ scoundrel ’ is rather a rude 
word), esp. the expressing of an affirma¬ 
tive by the negative of its contrary, as no 
small for great. [Gk (-es) i. litos plain, 
meagre] 

litre (let'er), n. Unit of capacity in metric 
system, = cube of 1/10 metre, about 1J 
pints. [F, from 1793, f. litron, an obs. 
measure of capacity, f. med. L f. Gk litra 
pound] 

litt'er, n. , &v.t. &i. 1. Vehicle containing 
couch shut in by curtains & carried on 
men’s shoulders or by beasts; framework 
with couch for transporting sick & 
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wounded; straw, rushes, etc., as bedding 
esp. for animals; straw & dung of farm¬ 
yard; odds & ends, leavings, state of 
untidiness, disorderly accumulation of 
papers etc., whence ~Y2 a.; the young 
brought forth at a birth. 2. vb. Provide 
(horse etc.) with ~ as bed (usu. dawn)-, 
spread ~ or straw on (floor, stable; usu. 
down); make (place) untidy (of objects 
lying about, or of person with these or 
simply); scatter & leave lying; bring 
forth (whelps etc., or abs.). [ME, f. AE 
litere (OF -iere) f. Rom. Uectaria (L lectus 
bed, -ary1)] 

litterae, -rarum. See lite-. 
litterateur (see Ap.), n. Literary man. 

[F] 
lit'tle, a. (less, lesser, least ; also srmaller, 
smallest), n., & adv. (less, least). 1. Small 
(often with emotional implications not 
given by small, cf. great), not great or 
big (the idiomatic antitheses are great & 
~, big & ~, great & small, large cfr small, 
not large & ~ nor big & small); (as dis¬ 
tinctive epithet) of smaller or smallest 
size etc. (the L~ Auk, L~ Malvern, the L~ 
bear1, the ~ finger or toe). 2. Young (the 
~ Joneses, Jones’s children; ~ man or 
woman, boy or girl, esp. as voc.; his, her, 
its, our, ~ ones, children or cubs etc.). 
3. As of a child, evoking tenderness, 
patronage, amusement, etc., (her poor ~ 
efforts to please; ive know his ~ ways; so 
that is your ~ game, what you are hoping 
to do undetected). 4. Short in stature, 
distance, or time (a ~ man; the ~ people, 
fairies; will go a ~ way with yau; wait a 
~ while). 5. Trivial, unimportant, (every 
~ difficulty); mean, paltry, contemptible, 
(with the ~ cunning of ~ minds). 6. Not 
much (gained ~ advantage from it: often 
but or very ~). 7. A ~, some though not 
much, even a small amount of, (prob. f. 
the n. use with ellipse of of-, give me a 
~ butter; a ~ care would have prevented 
it); (abs.) the ~, persons of ~ power or 
importance, what is ~; in ~, on a 
small scale; —ease (hist.), prison-cell 
too small to stand or lie full-length in; 
—Englander, -dism, (hist.; holder of) 
principle that Great Britain should con¬ 
tract her responsibilities for colonies 
& dependencies (opp. imperialist, -ism); 

II —go (colloq.), first examination for B.A. 
degree at Cambridge; II ~ Mary (colloq.), 
the stomach; L~ Masters, group of 16th-c. 
German engravers, followers of Diirer, 
named from size of their prints. Hence 
*—'NESS (-In-) n. 8. n. Not much, only a 
small amount, a mere trifle, (~ or nothing, 
hardly anything; did not a ~ for the cause, 
much ; got but, very, rather, ~ out of it; a 
~ makes us laugh; gives me ~ of his com¬ 
pany ; did what ~ he could; the ~ of his 
work that remains); a certain but no great 
amount (knows a ~ of everything; a ~, 
rather, somewhat; not a ~, extremely); 
(for a) short time or distance (after, for. 

live 

a ~; leave me here a ~; ~ by ~, by ~ <£• 
~, by degrees). 9. adv. To a small extent 
only (I like him ~; ~ -known authors; 
is ~ more than a cento); not at all (he ~ 
knows, dreams, etc.). [OE lylel, = OS 
luttil, OHG luzzil f. WG *luttil f. Gmc 
*lut-] 

litt'oral, a. & n. 1. Of, on, the shore. 
2. n. Region lying along the shore. [(X) 
f. L litoralis (litus -oris shore, -al); (2) f. 
It. -ale, F -al] 

lit'urgy (-ter-), n. Communion office of 
Eastern Church; form of public worship, 
set of formularies for this; the Book of 
Common Prayer; (Gk ant.) public office 
or duty performed gratuitously by rich 
Athenian. Hence litur'giCAL a., litur'gi- 

calLY2 adv. [f. LL f. Gk leitourgia public 
worship] 

lfv'able, a. (Of house, room, climate, etc.) 
fit to live in; (of life) worth living; com¬ 
panionable, easy to live with. Hence 
~NESS n. [LIVE2, -ABLE; cf. RELIABLE] 

live1, a. (attrib.). That is alive, living; 
(joc.) actual, not pretended or pictured or 
toy (a real ~ burglar, steam-engine, moun¬ 
tain) ; (of broadcast) heard or seen during 
the occurrence of an event, not a record¬ 
ing ; full of power, energy, or importance, 
not obsolete or exhausted, (make the 
question a ~ issue); glowing (~ embers); 
(of shell, match, wire) unexploded, un¬ 
kindled, charged with electricity; (of 
rock) not detached, seeming to form part 
of the earth’s frame; (of wheels etc. in 
machinery) moving or imparting motion; 
~-bait, living fish or worm as fishing-bait; 
~ load, stress resulting from transverse 
motion of weights (as of locomotive 
crossing bridge); ~-oak, Amer. evergreen 
tree; ~stock, animals kept or dealt in for 
use or profit; ~ wire (fig.), h ighly energetic 
forceful person, [aphetic f. alive ] 

live2, v.i. & t. 1. Be alive, have animal or 
vegetable life. 2. Subsist (up)on (~ on 
fruit), depend (up)on for subsistence (~s 
upon his wife, wife's earnings, etc.; 
living wage1); (fig.) sustain one’s position 
or repute (up)on (~s on his name), get 
livelihood by one’s wits etc. or by doing, 
(~ <£- let ~, condone others’ failings to 
secure the same treatment for oneself; 
~ from, hand 1 to mouth). 3. Conduct one¬ 
self honestly, viciously, like a saint, etc. (~ 
up to one’s principles, faith, etc., put them 
in practice). 4. Arrange one’s habits, 
expenditure, feeding, etc. (~ east4, in 
clover ; ~ well, on dainty food; ~ on air, 
(appear to) take no food; ~ in a small 
ivay, cheaply & quietly; ~ a double life, 
(esp.) sustain two different characters, 
act two different parts, in life; ~ to one- 
self, in isolation). 5. (With cogn. obj.) 
spend, pass, experience, (~ a virtuous 
life; he what he narrated). 6. Wear 
down (scandal, prejudice, effect of past 
guilt) by blameless course of life. 7. Ex¬ 
press in one’s life (~ a lie). 8. Enjoy life 
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intensely. 9. Continue alive, have one’s 
life prolonged, (patient cannot ~; —d to 
see his children’s children; ~ & learn!, 
way of greeting new fact; ~ out the night, 
remain alive through it); (of things) 
survive (his memory ~s), (of ship) escape 
destruction (nothing could ~ afloat); 
dwell (II ~ in, out, of shop-assistants or 
domestic servants residing on premises or 
not), spend daytime in room (room does 
not seem to be in). [OE libban, liflan, 
OS libbian, OHG leben, ON Ufa, Goth. 
liban f. Gmc *libhai- f. *libh- life) 

livelihood (-vl-), n. Means of living, 
sustenance. [OE liflad (life, lad course) 
assim. to obs. livelihood liveliness] 

live'long (-vl-), a. (poet., rbet.). Whole 
length of (the ~ day, night, summer, with 
implication of weariness or delight), [c. 
1400 lefe (— lief) longe; in 16th c. assim. 
to LIVE2] 

live'lly (-vl-), a. Lifelike, realistic, (a ~?/ 
description; give a ~y idea of); full of life, 
vigorous, energetic, brisk, vivid, interest¬ 
ing; (joc.) exciting, dangerous, difficult, 
(police had a ~y time; press is making it or 
things ~?/ for —); (of colour) bright; gay, 
vivacious; (of boat etc.) rising lightly to 
waves. Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~iness n. (a 
certain ~iness, si., some heavy gunfire). 
[OE liflic (LIFE, -LY1)] 

liv'en, v.t. & i. Brighten, cheer, (usu. up). 
[LIFE, -EN6] 

liv'er1, n. Large glandular organ in verte¬ 
brates secreting bile & purifying venous 
blood; (also ~-complaint) diseased state 
of ~, whence ~ishx a.; (also <■—colour) 
dark reddish brown; flesh of some ani¬ 
mals’ ~ used as food; (arch.) ~ as seat 
of emotion (hot ~, passionate or amorous 
temperament; white or lily ~, cowardice, 
whence -~ed2 a.); <■—line, one of lines 
of palm significant in palmistry; ~ wing, 
right wing of cooked fowl, under which 
~ is tucked; ~wort, kinds of plant with 
~ -shaped parts or used in ~ disease. 
Hence —less a. [OE lifer MDu. lever, 
OHG lebara, ON lifri. Gmc *libh-] 

liv'er2, n. One who lives in specified way 
(clean, loose, ~ ; good ~, virtuous person, 
also one given to good living1), [-er1] 

Liverpudlian, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of 
Liverpool, [joc. formation] 

liv'eryl, n. 1. Provision of food or clothing 
served out to retainers etc. (hist.); allow¬ 
ance of provender for horses (at ~, of 
horse, kept for owner & fed & groomed 
for fixed charge). 2. Distinctive clothes 
worn by member of city company or 
person’s servant (in, out of, ~, of ser¬ 
vant, so attired or in plain clothes; also 
fig., birds in their winter ~, the ~ of grief, 
of other men’s opinions, etc.), whence 
liv'eriED2 (-rid) a. 3. Membership of city 
company (take up one’s ~, become ~- 
man). 4. (law). Legal delivery of property 
(II sue one’s ~, bring suit as heir in court 
of wards to get possession), writ allowing 

lo 

this. 5. II ~ company, one of London City 
companies that had formerly distinctive 
costume; II ~ fine, payment for becoming 
member of ~ company; ~man, member 
of ~ company, keeper of or attendant 
in ~ stable; ~ servant, wearing~ ; ~ stable, 
where horses are kept at ~ or let out for 
hire. [ME, f. AF livere, OF livree (livrer 
see deliver, -y 4) ] 

liv'ery2, a. Of the consistence or colour of 
liver; II (of soil) tenacious; having a dis¬ 
ordered liver, feeling out of sorts, irritable. 
[-Y2] 

liv'id, a. Of bluish leaden colour; dis¬ 
coloured as by bruise; II (colloq.) furiously 
angry. Hence or cogn. livid'lTY n., 
~ly2 adv. [f. F livide or L lividus] 

liv'ing1, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
livelihood, maintenance, (make one’s ~); 
II (eccl.) benefice; good~, luxurious feed¬ 
ing; plain ~ & high thinking, frugal & 
philosophic life; ~-room (for general day 
use); ~-space, transl. of lebensraiim; ~ 
wage, on which it is possible for worker to 
live in more comfort than on subsistence 
wage, [-ing1] 

liv'ing2, a. In vbl senses; esp.: contem¬ 
porary, now existent, (no man ~ could do 
belter; the greatest ~ master of irony; the 
first of ~ artists; the ~ , those now alive; 
in the land of the ~, alive); (of likeness) 
exact, whence ~ly 2 adv.; ~ water, 
perennially flowing; ~ rock, coal, = live 1; 
~ language, still in vernacular use; ~ 
death, state of hopeless misery; within ~ 
memory, that of persons still~. [-ing2] 

livre (le'vr), n. Old French money of 
account (20 sous). [F, f. L libra] 

lixiv'i|ate, v.t. Separate (substance) into 
soluble & insoluble constituents by per¬ 
colation of water. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. L 
lixivius made into lye (lix), -ate3] 

liz'ard, n. Kinds of reptile having usu. 
long body & tail, four legs, & scaly or 
granulated hide; fancy variety of canary. 
[ME, f. OF lesard f. L lacertus w. assim. to 
-ARD] 

’ll, contr. of will in I’ll, he’ll, that’ll, etc. 
lla'ma (lah-, lyah-), n. S.-Amer. ruminant 
allied to camel but smaller, humpless, & 
woolly-haired, used as beast of burden; 
(material made of) its wool. [Sp., prob. 
f. Peruvian] 

lla'nS (lah-, lyah-), n. S.-Amer. treeless 
plain or steppe. Hence llanero (lyah- 
nar'o) n., inhabitant of the ~s. [Sp., f. L 
planus -num plain 1 ] 

Lloyd’s (loidz), n. Incorporated society 
of underwriters in London; ~ list, news¬ 
paper devoted to maritime intelligence; 
~ register, annual alphabetic list of ships 
assigned to various classes, [orig. 17th-c. 
coffee-house established by Edward 
Lloyd] 

15, int. (arch.). Look!, see!, behold! (freq. 
lo and behold!, as joc. introduction of 
surprising fact), [combining OE Id int. 
& ME lo = loke, LOOK1 ] 
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loach, n. Small edible freshwater fish. 
[ME, f. OF loche, of unkn. orig.] 

load1, n. What is (to be) carried, burden; 
amount usu. carried (cart-'— etc.) recog¬ 
nized unit in measure or weight of cer¬ 
tain substances; material object or force 
acting as weight or clog, resistance of 
machinery worked to motive power, 
pressure of superstructure on arch etc.; 
(electr.) amount of current supplied by 
a dynamo or generating station at any 
given time (see peak1); burden of re¬ 
sponsibility, care, grief, etc. (take a ~ 
off one’s mind, relieve him of anxiety); 
(pi., colloq.) plenty, superabundance, 
heaps, lots, of; ~-displacement, -draught, 
of ship when laden; ~-shedding, tem¬ 
porary curtailment of supply of electricity 
to a specific area to prevent excessive ~ 
on generating plant; ~'stome, lodestone, 
magnetic oxide of iron, piece of it used 
as magnet, thing that attracts, (= way 
stone, see etym.); ~-(water)line, ship’s 
flotation line when laden, Plimsoll’s mark. 
[OE lad way, journey, conveyance, 
corresp. to OHG leita, ON leith way, 
course, f. Gmc *laidhd (lead2); cf. lode] 

load2, v.t. & i. Put load on or aboard 
(person, vehicle, ship, etc.), (of ship, 
vehicle, person responsible for these, or 
person) take load aboard etc. (often up); 
place (load, cargo) aboard ship, on vehicle, 
etc.; add weight to, be burden upon, 
oppress with (stomach ~ed with food), 
weight with lead (a ~ed cane; ~ed dice, 
so weighted as to fall with a certain face 
up), strain bearing-capacity of (table ~ed 
with food); adulterate with something to 
increase weight or (of wines) strength; 
supply or assail overwhelmingly with 
(~ed her with gifts, praise, abuse; air ~ed 
with carbon); charge (fire-arms; am ~ed, 
have my gun etc. charged); insert film in 
(camera); charge with some hidden im¬ 
plication (esp. in p.p., as a~ed question); 
(Stock-Exch.) buy heavily of stock (~ed 
up with, having large amounts of in hand 
as security); (life-insurance) add extra 
charge or ~'ing1 n. to (premium) for 
special reasons, [f. prec.] 

load'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: attendant 
loading sportsman’s guns; loading- 
-machine; —, gun loaded in specified way 
(breech, muzzle, single, -~), so -load'iNG2 
a. [-ER1] 

loaf1, n. (pi. loaves pr. lovz). Piece of 
bread baked alone or as separate or 
separable part of batch, usu. of some 
standard weight as lib., 21b., or 41b. 
(cottage, household, tinned, ~, various 
shapes; quartern ~ ; brown ~, of brown 
bread; white ~, of firsts ; loaves & fishes, 
personal profit as inducement to religious 
profession or public service, see John vi. 
26; half a ~ is better than no bread, motto 
of compromise, opp. all or nothing); (si.) 
head (use one’s ~, use one’s common 
sense); (also sugar-~) conical moulded 

loathsome 

mass of sugar (~ sugar, this as whole or 
cut into lumps); II solid roundish bead of 
cabbage or lettuce, whence loavED2 (-vd) 
a. [OE hlaf, OHG leip (G laib), ON 
hleifr, Goth, hlaifs t. Gmc *hlaibhaz] 

II loaf2, loave, v.t. (Of cabbage etc.) form 
a loaf or head, [f. prec. ] 

loaf3, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Spend time idly; 
saunter; ~ (time) away, spend in ~ing; 
hence~'er 1 n. 2. n. ~ing (going to have a, 
on the, ~). [orig. unkn.] 

loam, n. Paste of clay & water, com¬ 
position of moistened clay & sand with 
chopped straw etc. used in making bricks, 
plastering, etc.; fertile soil chiefly of clay 
& sand with admixture of decayed vege¬ 
table matter, whence ~'y2 a. [OE 1dm, 
MDu. leem, OHG leimo f. Gmc *laim-, f. 
*lai-, *li- (lime1)] 

loan1, n., & v.t. 1. Thing, esp. sum of 
money, lent to be returned with or with¬ 
out interest; word, custom, etc., adopted 
by one people from another (so —god, 
-myth, -word); lending or being lent (on~ ; 
may I have the ~ of —?, may I borrow 
it?); money contribution from individuals 
or public bodies to State expenses ac¬ 
knowledged as debt; arrangement or 
contract by which a government receives 
advances of money usu. for stipulated 
interest. 2. ~ collection, of pictures etc. 
lent by owners for exhibition; ~-holder, 
person holding debentures or other ac¬ 
knowledgements of~, mortgagee;~-office, 
for lending money to private borrowers, 
also for receiving subscriptions to govern¬ 
ment ~; «■—society, of periodical sub¬ 
scribers to fund from which members 
may have ~s; <■—translation, expression 
adopted by one language from another in 
more or less literally translated form (e.g. 
reason of State f. F raison d’etat, marriage 
of convenience f. F mortage de convenance). 
3. v.t. (now chiefly U.S.). Grant ~ of, 
whence ~'able a., ~ee', ~'er1, nn. [ME 
lan(e) f. ON Ian, = OE lain (see lend), 

M.Du. lene, OHG lehan, f. Gmc Haihwn-, 
cogn. w. Goth, leihwan lend] 

loan2, loan'ing, nn. (Sc.). Lane; open 
place where cows are milked. [ME by- 
dorm of lane; -ing1] 

loath, loth, a. (pred. only). Disinclined, 
reluctant, unwilling, (usu. to do or abs.; 
also for person to do, or that; nothing ~, 
quite willing or willingly); —to-depart, 
time played as farewell. [OE lath, OS 
leth, OHG leid, ON leithr f. Gmc *laitliaz] 

loathle (-dh), v.t. Regard with disgust, 
abominate, detest. Hence ~'ING ■( 1) n., 
~'ingLY2 adv., (-dh-). [OE lathian f. 
Gmc •laithjan (prec.)] 

loath'lly (-dh-), a. (Arch. & literary for) 
loathsome. Hence ~1ness n. [OE Idthlic 
(loath, -ly1)] 

loath'some (-th-, -dh-), a. Exciting 
nausea or disgust, offensive to the senses, 
sickening, repulsive, odious. Hence 
~ly2 adv.,~NESS n. [ME, f. loath, -some] 
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loaves. See loaf1. loc'al2, a. & n. 1. In regard to place (~ 
lob, v.i. & t. (-bb-), & n. 1. Walk, run, or 
move, heavily or clumsily or slowly (often 
along); toss, bowl, or send, (ball) with 
slow or high-pitched motion. 2. n. Ball 
bowled underhand at cricket or sent 
high in air at lawn tennis, [earlier: 
pendulous object; bumpkin; prob. of LG, 
Du. orig. (MLG lobbe, lubbe, Du. lob, 
lobbe seed-lobe, Du. lobbes bumpkin); cf. 
LUBBER] 

lob'jate, a. (nat. hist.). Having lobe(s). 
Hence-—a'tion n. [lobe, -ate2] 

lobb'y, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Porch, anteroom, 
entrance-hall, corridor; (in House of 
Commons etc.) large hall open to public 
used esp. for interviews between members 
& outsiders, (also division ~) one of two 
corridors to which members retire to 
vote; ‘body of ~ists. 2. vb (chiefly U.S.). 
Influence (members of legislature), get 
(bill etc.) through, by ~ interviews etc.; 
frequent ~ of legislature, solicit members’ 
votes, whence ~ist(1) n. [f. med. L lobia, 
lobium, lodge1] 

lobe, n. Roundish & flattish projecting or 
pendulous part, often one of two or more 
such parts divided by fissure (so ~ of liver 
or lungs; ~s of brain; ~ of ear, lower soft 
pendulous external part). Hence lofa'AR1 
a. (esp. of the lungs, as lobar pneumonia). 
lobED2 (-bd), ~'less (-hi-), aa. [f. LL f. Gk 
lobos lobe, pod] 

lobec'tomy, n. (med.). Excision of lobe 
of an organ, as of a lung, thyroid gland, 
etc. [-ECTOMY] 

lobel'ia, n. Kinds of herbaceous plant 
with blue, scarlet, or purple flowers 
having deeply cleft corolla without spur. 
[M. de Lobel (d. 161G), -ia1] 

ISbloll'y man, boy, nn. (naut.). Surgeon’s 
mate, attendant, [perh. f. dial, lob eat up 
noisily + dial, lolly soup] 

lobot'omy, n. (med.). = LEUCO/omy. [f. 
LOBE, -0-, -TOMY] 

lob'scouse (-ows), n. Sailor’s dish of 
meat stewed with vegetables & ship’s 
biscuit, [cf. loblolly; LG(G) labskaus 
said to be f. E] 

lob'ster, n. Large marine stalk-eyed ten- 
-footed long-tailed edible crustacean with 
large claws formed by first pair of feet, 
bluish black before & scarlet after boil¬ 
ing ; its flesh as food; —eyed, with pro¬ 
truding eyes; ~ joint (adaptable kind in 
pipe or tube); —pof, basket in which ~s 
are trapped. [OE lopustre corrupt, of L 
locusta crustacean, locust] 

lob'ulle, n. Small lobe. Hence ~ar1 a. 
[LOBE, -ULE] 

lob'worm (-w<Trm), n. Laige earthworm 
used as fishing-bait; marine worm (also 
lug) similarly used. [f. obs. lob n., see 
LOB] 

local'l, locale', (-ahl), n. Scene or locality 
of operations or events. [F (-Z), abs. use of 
adj. = foil.; -e is E respelling to indicate 
stress, cf. morale ] 

habitation, position in space as test of 
thing’s material existence; London is a 
~ name; ~ adverb). 2. Belonging to, 
existing in, or peculiar to certain place(s) 
(~ time, reckoned from sun’s transit over 
place’s meridian; the ~ lawyer; globe- 
-flower is very ~, not generally distri¬ 
buted; ~ government, administration of 
town etc. by inhabitants’ representatives, 
II L~ Government Board, State department 
later absorbed by Ministry of Health; 
|| ~ examination, held in various places 
under university board & giving certi¬ 
ficates to boys & girls; ~ preacher, 
Methodist layman authorized to preach 
in his own circuit; ~ option, veto, system 
by which inhabitants of district may 
prohibit sale of liquor in it; ~ colour, 
details characteristic of the scene or time 
represented in novel or other literary 
work inserted to give actuality, & see 
below). 3. Affecting, of, a part & not the 
whole (~ disease, pain, remedy; ~ colour 
in picture, that of separate objects apart 
from general colour-scheme, & see above). 
4. (math.). Of a locus. 5. II (Post.; written 
on cover of letter as warning to P.O. 
officials) for delivery in this town or 
district. Hence ~ly2 adv. 6. n. Inhabi¬ 
tant of, professional man practising in. 
particular district; ~ preacher; (item of) 
~ news in newspaper; postage-stamp 
current in limited district; train serving 
stations of district; || (colloq.) the ~ 
public house; II (pi.) ~ examination(s). 
[ME, f. OF, f. LL localis (locus place, 
-AL)]_ 

Ioc'alism, n. Attachment to a place; 
limitation of ideas etc. resulting; favour¬ 
ing of what is local; a local idiom, custom, 
etc. [-ism] 

local'ity, n. Thing’s position, place where 
it is; site or scene of something; faculty 
of remembering Sc recogniziug places, 
finding one’s way, etc. [f. F localile or 
LL localitas (local2, -ty)] 

loc'aliz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Invest with the 
characteristics of a particular place; 
restrict to particular place; attach to 
districts, decentralize; concentrate (at¬ 
tention) upon; (rare) = locate. Hence 
~able a., ~ a'tion n. [-IZE] 

locate', v.t. ‘Establish in a place, (pass.) 
‘be situated; state locality of; discover 
exact place of (~ the enemy’s camp). 
Hence Ioca'tion n., (also, cinemat.) place 
outside studio where (part of) picture is 
filmed (esp. cm location), [f. L locare (locus 
place), -ate3] 

loc'ative, a. & n. (gram.). (Case) denoting 
place where, [prec., -ive, after vocative] 

II loch (loy), n. Scottish lake; an arm of 
the sea, esp. when narrow or partially 
landlocked. [Gael. ] 

lock1, n. Portion of fairly long hair that 
hangs together, tress, (pi.) hair of head; 
tuft of wool or cotton. Hence -'—ED2 (kt) 
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а. [OE loc, OS lok, OHG loc, ON loklcr, 
f. Gmo *lokkaz] 

lock2, n. 1. Appliance for fastening door, 
lid, etc., with bolt that requires key of 
particular shape to work it (under ~ & 
key, locked up); appliance to keep wheel 
from revolving or slewing. 2. Mechanism 
for exploding charge of gun (~, stock, & 
barrel, whole of thing, completely). 3. 
Confined section of canal at point where 
level changes for raising & lowering boats 
by use of sluiced gates. 4. Ante-chamber 
to chamber in which engineering work is 
done in compressed air. 5. Interlocking, 
e.g. block or jam of vehicles in street. 
б. Extent to which fore-wheel’s can be 
made to cross hind-wheel’s plane. 7. (Also 
L~ Hospital) hospital for venereal disease. 
8. ~'/as(, secured with ~; —keeper, 
— ~sman; ~'man, coroner’s summoner in 
I. of Man; ~s'man, keeper of canal ~; 
~'smith, maker & mender of ~s. Hence 
'—''less a. [OE loc, corresp. to OS lok, 
OHG loh hole, ON lok lid, f. Gmc *lokam] 

Idck3, v.t. & i. 1. Fasten (door, box, etc.) 
with lock, shut up (house etc.) by fasten¬ 
ing doors thus, (of door etc.) admit of 
being so fastened, have a lock; shut (per¬ 
son, thing) up, in, or into; ~ the stable 
door after the horse has been stolen, take 
precautions too late. 2. (Of land, hills, 
etc.) hem in (usu. in pass.). 3. (fig.). Store 
(up or away) inaccessibly (facts ~ed up in 
hieroglyphics-, capital ~ed up in land)-, 
imprison (senses ~ed in sleep). 4. Keep 
(person) out by ~ing door (esp. of em¬ 
ployer coercing workmen by refusing 
them work; ~-ouf n., this procedure, cf. 
stkike). 5. Bring or come into rigidly 
fixed position, engage, (make) catch, 
fasten by interlacing or fitting of corre¬ 
sponding parts, entangle; (p.p.) joined in 
hostile or other embrace. 6. (mil.). (Of 
rear rank) march so close to front rank 
that feet overlap. 7. (Of vehicle or wheels) 
(have fore-wheels that) admit of being 
slewed into different planes from those 
of hind-wheels. 8. Provide (canal etc.) 
with locks; convey (boat) up or down 
through lock; go through lock. 9. —chain, 
for ~ing wheels of vehicle; ~-jaw, ~ed- 
-jaiv, (pop. name for) trismus, variety of 
tetanus, tonic spasm of muscles of mastica¬ 
tion causing jaws to remain rigidly closed; 
~-nut, extra nut screwed over another 
to prevent its starting; -—spring, closing 
watch-case; —stitch, sewing-machine 
stitch by which two threads are firmly 
~ed together; —up, (time of) ~ing up 
school etc. for night, unrealizable state 
of invested capital or amount of capital 
~ed up, house or room for temporary 
detention of prisoners, (attrib.) that can 
be ~ed up (—up garage). [ME, f. prec. ] 

lock'age, n. Amount of rise or fall effected 
by canal locks; toll for use of lock; use 
or number of locks. [-AGE] 

lock'er, n. In vbl senses; also: small cup¬ 

locust 

board, esp. one of many reserved each 
for individual’s use in public room, e.g. 
cricket pavilion or schoolroom; (naut.) 
chest or compartment for clothes, stores, 
ammunition, etc. (not a shot in the ~, no 
money in one’s pocket; DAVY JONES’S 
DOCKER). [-ER1 ] 

lock'et, n. Metal plate or band on scab¬ 
bard ; small gold or silver case holding 
portrait, lock of hair, etc., & usu. hung 
from neck. [f. OF loquet dim. of loc latch 
f. WG *lok LOCK2, -ET1] 

Lock'lian, a. Of John Locke (d. 1704) or 
his philosophy or followers. So ~ist(2) n. 
[-IAN] 

lSc'51, n. Locomotive engine, [abbr.] 
15c'o2, n. Poisonous leguminous plant 
found in U.S. ('—disease, brain disease 
affecting cattle eating ~). Hence 
*~ED2(-od),aa.(si.),crazy. [Sp., =insane] 

loc'o cltat’o, adv. (abbr. loc. cit. or l.c.). 
In the passage already quoted. [L] 

locomo'tion, n. (Power of) motion from 
place to place; travel, way (esp. artificial) 
of travelling. [17th c., f. L loco abl. of 
locus place +motio motion ; suggested by 
the scholastic phr. in loco nwvcri move in 
space] 

Idc'omdtive, a. & n. 1. Of locomotion (~ 
faculty, power), (joc.) of travel (in these ~ 
days); having power of or given to loco¬ 
motion, not stationary, (the ~ bivalves; 
a ~ person, joc., constantly travelling; 
~ engine, that goes from place to place 
by its own power, esp. steam-engine for 
drawing train along rails); effecting loco¬ 
motion (the ~ organs). 2. n. ~ engine; 
~ animal. [(1) 17th c. as prec.; see -ive; 
(2) n.f. adj., short for~ engine] 

15c'omotor, n. & a. 1. Locomotive person 
or thing. 2. adj. Of locomotion (~ ataxy). 
[as prec., motor] 

loc'omotory, a. Of, having, locomotion, 
[as prec., motory] 

15c'ul|us, n. (zool., anat., hot.; pi. ~i). 
One of a number of small separate 
cavities. Hence ~ar 1 a. [L, dim. of 
locds] 

loc'um ten'ens (-z; also colloq. ISc'um), 
n. Deputy acting esp. for clergyman or 
doctor. Hence loc'um-ten'encY n. [med. 
L, (one) holding place tenant, (foil.)] 

loc'us, n. (pi. -ci pr. -si). Locality or 
exact place of something; (math.) curve 
etc. made by all points satisfying parti¬ 
cular equation of relation between co- 
-ordinates, or by point, line, or surface, 
moving according to mathematically 
defined conditions; ~ class'urus, best 
known or most authoritative passage on 
a subject; ~ in quo, scene of event; ~ 
poenit&n'tiae (-shie), opportunity allowed 
for receding until decisive step has been 
taken; ~ stan'di, recognized position, 
right to intervene, appear in court, etc. 
[L, = place] 

loc'ust, n. Kinds of African & Asian 
winged edible insect migrating in swarms 
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& consuming vegetation of districts; 
person of devouring or destructive pro¬ 
pensities ; fruit of earob-tree; cassia pod; 
(also —tree) kinds of tree, esp. carob & 
false acacia; ~-bird, -ealcr, kinds of 
bird feeding on ~s. [ME, f. L locusta 
lobster, locust] 

locu'tion, n. Style of speech ; word or 
phrase considered in regard to style, 
idiom, (a barbarous ~; to use the Greek ~). 
[ME, f. L locutio (loqui loeut- speak, 
-ION)] 

loc'utory, n. Parlour or conversation- 
-room in monastery; grille for interviews 
between inmates of monastery & out¬ 
siders. [f. LL locutorium (prec., -ory)J 

lode, n. II Watercourse, open drain in fens; 
vein of metal ore; ~'star, loadstar, star 
that is steered by, esp. the pole-star, 
(fig.) guiding principle, object of pursuit; 

stone see load 1 stone, [var. of load 1 ] 
lodge1, n. 1. Small house (arch.). 2. Cot¬ 
tage at gates of park or grounds of large 
house, occupied by gardener or other 
servant; house (e.g. in Scottish High¬ 
lands) occupied in the hunting or shoot¬ 
ing season. 3. Porter’s room at gate of 
college, factory, or house of chambers 
or flats. 4. (Freemasonry etc.) (place of 
meeting for) members of branch; grand 
~, governing body of freemasons & 
societies imitating them. 5. Residence of 
head of college at Cambridge, cf. lodgings. 

6. Beaver’s or otter’s lair. 7. N.-Amer. 
Indian’s tent or wigwam. [ME log(g)e f. 
OF loge f. Rom. *lobia, med. L laubia, 
lobia (lobby), f. Gmc *laubja f. *laubam 
LEAF ] 

lodge2, v.t. & i. 1. Provide with sleeping- 
-quarters; receive as guest or inmate; 
establish as resident in house or room(s), 
(pass.) be well, ill, etc., accommodated 
in regard to house-room. 2. Serve as 
habitation for, contain, (pass.) be con¬ 
tained in. 3. Leave in place or with 
person for security. 4. Deposit in court 
or with official a formal statement of 
(complaint, information); (pop.) allege 
(objection etc.). 5. Place (power etc.) 
in, with, in the hands of, (person). 6. (Of 
wind) lay (crops) flat. 7. (Make, let) stick 
or remain in place without falling or 
going further (~d bullet, bullet ~d, in his 
brain', tide ~s mud in the cavities). 8. 
Reside, be situated; II be inmate paying 
for accommodation in another’s house, 
whence lodg'ER1 n. (~r franchise, right 
to vote at election of M.P. enjoyed by 
a class of ~rs before the 1918 extension). 
[ME, f. OF logier (prec.)] 

lddg'ing, n. In vbl senses; esp.: accom¬ 
modation in hired rooms; dwelling-place, 
abode, (pi.) room(s) hired elsewhere than 
in hotel for residing in, residence of head 
of college at Oxford (cf. lodge *);—house, 
in which ~s are let (|| common ~-house, 
usu. one with dormitory in which bed can 
he had for the night); ~ turn, spell of 

duty in railway service during which a 
train crew sleeps away from home for a 
night. [ME; -INO1] 

lodge'ment, -gment, (-jm-), n. (Mil.) 
temporary defensive work on captured 
part of enemy’s works; stable position 
gained, foothold, (make, effect, a ~); (law) 
deposit(ing) of money; accumulation of 
matter intercepted in fall or transit, [f. 
F logement (prec., -ment)] 

15'ess, n. Deposit of fine yellowish-grey 
loam in Rhine & other river valleys. [G 
Zoss] 

loft (law-, 15-), n., & v.t. 1. Attic; room 
over stable; pigeon-house; flock of 
pigeons; gallery in church or hall; (golf) 
backward slope in club-head, ~ing stroke. 
2. v.t. Hit (golf-ball) high up, clear 
(obstacle) thus; keep (pigeons) in ~. [late 
OE loft f. ON loft air, sky, upper room, 
cogn. w. OE lyft; see lift] 

lof'ter (law-, lb-), n. Golf-club for lofting. 
[-ER1 ] 

lof'tly (law-, 10-), a. Of imposing height, 
towering, soaring, (~y mountain, flight, 
stature; not of persons); haughty, con¬ 
sciously superior or dignified, (~y contempt, 
good humour); exalted, distinguished, 
high-flying, high-flown, elevated, sublime, 
grandiose. Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~iNESS n. 
J-Y2] 

log *, n., & v.t. (-gg-). 1. Unhewn piece of 
felled tree or similar rough mass of wood 
(in the ~, unhewn ; float, lie, fall, like a ~, 
in helpless or stunned state; roll my ~ & 
I’ll roll yours, applied to mutual help, esp. 
to unprincipled political combinations & 
puffing of each other’s works by autbor- 
-reviewers, whence ~-roll v.i., ~-roll- 
ing1" 2 n. & a.; King Log. faineant ruler, 
w. ref. to fable of Jupiter & the frogs, cf. 
stork). 2. Float attached to line wound 
on reel for gauging speed of ship, other 
apparatus for same purpose, (heave, 
throw, the ~, use this; sail by the ~, calcu¬ 
late ship’s position by it); = —book. 
3. II Table by which journeyman-tailor’s 
work-time is assessed. 4. -—board, on 
which entries are made for transcription 
into —book, book with permanent record 
daily made of all events occurring in 
ship’s voyage including rate of progress 
shown by ~, (also) traveller’s diary etc.; 
~ cabin, hut built of ~s; —line, to which 
float of ship’s ~ is attached; ~'wood, 
(wood of) Amer. tree used in dyeing. 
5. v.t. Cut into -^s; enter (distance made 
etc.) in ship’s ~-book, (of ship) make (dis¬ 
tance) ; enter (seaman’s name with offence 
committed) in —book, fine (offender). 
[ME logge, of obsc. orig.; cf. contemporary 
CLOG] 

log2, = logarithm of (prefixed to number 
or algebraic symbol). 

log'anbgrry, n. Fruit got by cross be¬ 
tween raspberry & blackberry. [J. H. 
Logan, of California] 

16g'an(-stone), n. Poised heavy stone 
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rocking at a touch. [= logging (dial, log 
to rock)] 

logaoed'ic (-oe-), a. & n. (Line) in metre 
composed of dactyls & trochees, [f. LL 
f. Gk logaoidikos combining prose & 
poetry (logos speech, aoide song, -ic) ] 

log'arithm, n. One of a class of arith¬ 
metical functions tabulated for use in 
abridging calculation & enabling com¬ 
puter to substitute addition & sub¬ 
traction for multiplication & division, & 
the latter two for involution & evolution; 
index of power to which fixed number 
(the base) must be raised to produce 
given number (f7te~ of 1,000 is 3; common 
~s, whose base is 10). Hence logarithm 
mic a., logarith'miCALLY adv. [f. Gk 
logos reckoning, ratio, arithmos number] 

loge (lozh), n. Box in theatre etc. [F] 
-loger, suf. repr. L -logus or Gk -logos. 
Astrologer, the oldest wd of the type, may 
be either f. L astrologus + -er1 (afterwards 
a common type of formation) or f. astro¬ 
logy + -ER1 (cf. -GRAPHER). As living SUf., 
~ was used to form personal nn. corresp. 
to wds in -logy, but is now superseded 
by -LOGIST. 

logg'erhead (-gerhSd), n. 1. Blockhead, 
fool, (arch.; We three ~s be, inscription 
under two wooden heads on inn-sign). 
2. Iron instrument with ball at end heated 
for melting pitch etc.; post built into boat 
for catching turn of rope to; kinds of 
large-headed turtle & bird. 3. At ~s 
(with), disagreeing or disputing (with), 
(prob. f. notion of trying whose head is 
harder), [prob. f. dial, logger block of 
wood for hobbling horse] 

logg'ia (-jyra), n. (pi. or loggie pr. -a). 
Open-sided gallery or arcade. [It., 
= LODGE] 

16'gic, n. Science of reasoning, proof, 
thinking, or inference; particular scheme 
of or treatise on this; chain of reasoning, 
correct or incorrect use of argument, 
ability in argument, arguments (chop 4 
~ ; argues with great learning & ~; is not 
governed by ~); (with purposely perverted 
sense) converting-power, compulsion, (the 
~ of events, facts, necessity, war, etc.). So 
logi'ciAN (-ishn) n. [ME, f. OF logique f. 
LL logica, -e sing, (also L (Cic.) logica 
pi. = Gk ta logika) f. Gk logike (teklme art) 
of reason f. logos, -ic(2)] 

-logic, -logical, suiT. orig. repr. Gk adjj. 
in -logikos (thr. F & L), derived f. adjj. 
& nn. in -logos, -logon, wh. have derivative 
nn. in -logia -logy. Such adjj. are com¬ 
monly apprehended as if f. -logy + -IC. 

Hence mod. formations in -logy may 
always have correl. adjj. in -logical 
(rarely -logic), & nn. in -logist (occas. 
-loger). 

lo'gical, a. Of logic or formal argument; 
not contravening the laws of thought, 
correctly reasoned; deducible, defensible 
on ground of consistency, reasonably to 
be believed or done; capable of correct 

loin 

reasoning. Hence ~ity (-aP) n., ~ly2 

adv. [f. obs. F, or med. L logicalis (prec., 
-al)] 

lo'gie (-gi), n. Zinc ornament looking 
like jewel used in theatres. [D. Logie, 
inventor] 

log'ion (-g-), n. (pi. -ia). Saying of Christ, 
not recorded in Gospels but preserved 
elsewhere. [Gk, = oracle (logos)] 

-logist, suf. forming nn. meaning one 
versed in -logy, f. -LOGY, -1ST. 

logis'tics, n. pi. Art of moving & quar¬ 
tering troops (cf. STRATEGY, TACTICS), & 

supplying & maintaining a fleet. So 
logis'tic a. [f. F logistique (loger lodge2, 

;IC)] 

log'ogram, n. Sign or character repre¬ 
senting a word in shorthand, [logos, 

-gram ] 

log'ograph (-abf), n. =prec.; =logotype. 

[logos, -graph] 

logog'rapher, n. (Gk ant-.). One of the 
Greek prose historians before Herodotus; 
ancient-Greek professional speech-writer 
for law courts, [f. LL f. Gk logographos 
(LOGOS, -GRAPHER)] 

log'ogriph, n. Kind of anagrammatic 
word-puzzle, [f. F logogriphe (logos, Gk 
griphos riddle)] 

logom'achji (-k-), n. (literary). Dispute 
about words, controversy turning on 
merely verbal points, [f. Gk logomakhia 
(logos, -malcliia -fighting)] 

log'os, n. (no pi.). The Word or Second 
Person of the Trinity. [Gk, = word, 
reason, f. lego speak, used in mystic sense 
by Hellenistic & Neo-Platonist philoso¬ 
phers & in St John] 

log'otype, n. Word, or more letters than 
one, cast in one piece but not as ligature, 
for use in printing, [prec., type] 

-logue (16g), suf. repr. Gk -logos, -logon, 
chiefly in wds f. F (ca(a~, <Zia~). Personal 
nn. = one skilled, in -logy (ideo~) are now 
rare, -loger or -logist being usu. preferred, 

-logy, suf. f. Gk -logia (in early instances, 
thr. F -logie, f. med. L -logia). 1. In most 
wds -log- is the o form of Gk leg- speak, 
-logia indicating the character, action, or 
branch of knowledge, of a person (Gk 
-logos n. or a.) who speaks in a certain 
way (brachy~, tauto~, e«~) or treats of 
a certain subject ((Aeo~, astro~). E com¬ 
pounds of the latter kind, in which first 
component is alw. n., take -o- with some 
exceptions (genea~, mineral-). Socio~, 
termino~, are hybrids. 2. In a few wds 
-log- is the Gk logos discourse (lri~, tetra~). 

loin, n. (PI.) part of body on both sides 
of spine between false ribs & hip-bones 
(gird up one’s ~s, prepare for journey or 
effort; fruit, child, etc., of, sprung from, 
etc., one’s ~s, one’s begotten offspring); 
joint of meat that includes the ~ verte¬ 
brae ; ~-cloth, worn for decency & fastened 
round ~s. Hence ~ed2 (-nd) a. [ME, f. 
OF loigne f. Rom. *lumbea (fern, of “-eus 
adj.) f. L lumbus] 



718 loir 

loir (loi'er), n. The fat dormouse. [F, f. 
pop. L *lerc, f. L glirem nom. glis] 

loit'er, v.i. & t. Linger on the way, hang 
about; travel indolently & with frequent 
pauses; pass (time etc.) away in ~ing. 
Hence ~er1 n., ~ingLY2 adv. [ME, f. 
MDu. loteren wag about] 

1611, v.t. & i. Hang (one’s tongue) out, (of 
tongue) hang (usu. out); stand, sit, or re¬ 
cline, in lazy attitude; let (one’s head or 
limbs) rest lazily on something. Hence 
~'ingLY2 adv. [14th c.; prob. imit.] 

Loll'ard, n. One of the 14th-c. heretics 
who followed Wyclif or held opinions like 
his. Hence ~ism(3) n. [f. MDu. lollaerd 
(lollen mumble, -ard)] 

lollipop, n. (usu. pi.). Sweetmeat(s), 
sugar-plum(s). [orig. unkn.; cf. lolly 
(north, dial.) tongue] 

loll'op, v.i. (colloq.). Flop about; move 
or proceed in a lounging or ungainly way. 
[extension of loll] 

1611'y, n. (Colloq.) lollipop; (si.) money, 
[abbr.] 

Lom'bard (hi-, 16-), n. & a. 1. One of the 
Germanic 6th-c. conquerors of Italy; 
native of Lombardy. 2. adj. Of the ~s or 
Lombardy, Lombardic; ~ street, a London 
street formerly occupied by ~ bankers, & 
still containing many of chief London 
banks, (transf.) the money market, 
financiers as a body (~ Street to a china 
orange, virtual certainty, long odds). 
[ME, f. OF lombard or MDu. -baert, f. It. 
Lombardo f. LL Longobardus, L Lango-, 
f. Gmc *Langobardhaz (long1, L Bardi 
name of the people)] 

Lombdrd'Ic, a. Of the Lombards or 
Lombardy (esp. of N.-Ital. 7th-13th-c. 
architecture & 15th-16th-c. painting), 
[f. med. L Lombardicus (prec., -ic)] 

lom'ent, n. (hot.). Kind of pod that 
breaks up when mature into one-seeded 
joints. Hence ~a'ceous (-ashus) a. [f. L 
lomenlum bean-meal (orig. cosmetic) f. lo-, 
lavare, wash, -ment] 

Lo'ndon (lu-), attrib. a. ~ clay, geological 
formation in lower division of eocene 
tertiary in S.-E. England; ~ ivy, fog or 
smoke of ~; ~ particular, colloq., kind 
of fog peculiar to ~; ~ pride, kind of 
saxifrage; ~ smoke, dull grey colour. 
So ~ER1(4), ~ISM(4), nn., ~ize(3) v.t. 

lone, attrib. a. Solitary, companionless, 
unfrequented, uninhabited, lonely, (poet, 
or rhet., exc. in ~ hand, hand played or 
player playing against the rest at 
quadrille & euchre, also fig.); feeling or 
making feel lonely, whence ~'some (-ns-) 
a., ~'someLY2 adv., ~'someNESS n.; 
(of woman) single or widowed. [ME; 
aphetic f. alone] 

lone'lly (-nl-), a. Solitary, companionless, 
isolated; unfrequented. Hence ~iness 
n. [-ly1] 

long1, a. & n. 1. Measuring much from 
end to end in space or time (~ line, 
distance, journey; ~ life, whence~IlivEDa 

long 

(-vd') a.; make a ~ arm, reach out for 
something esp. at table; has a ~ arm, can 
make his power felt far; ~ face, dismal; 
~ head, of more than average length, 
(fig.) shrewdness or foresight, whence 
-head'ED2 a., ~-head'edNESS n., (-bed-), 
lit. & fig.; make a ~ nose, cock a snook ; 
~ tongue, loquacity; two etc. ~ miles etc., 
more than that; by a ~ chalk1 ; grievance 
etc. o/~ standing, not recent); (prefixed 
to name; colloq.) tall (L— Tom, gun of 
great length & range). 2. Far-reaching, 
acting at a distance, involving great 
interval or difference, (~ sight, that sees 
distant but not near objects, (fig.) pene¬ 
tration, whence ~Isight'ED2 a.,~-sightf 
edNESS n., (-sit-), lit. & fig.; little pitchers 
have ~ ears; take ~ views, consider remote 
effects; ~ odds in betting, very uneven; 
~ bowls, fighting at ~ range, opp. close 
quarters; ~ date, distant date for maturing 
of bill etc.; ~ waist in dress, made far 
down). 3. (Usu. appended to measure¬ 
ment) having specified length or duration 
(tail 6 in. ~; vacation is two months ~ ; as 
broad as it is ~). 4. Of elongated shape; 
remarkable for or distinguished by or 
concerned with length or duration (~ clay, 
churchwarden pipe; ~ division ; ~ drink, 
one served in tall glass; ~ ears, stupidity 
as of ass, whence ~fearED2 (-erd') a.; ~ 
finger, the second; ~ jump, measured 
along ground, opp. high jump; ~ measure, 
miles, yards, inches, etc.; ~ metre, hymn- 
-stanza of four eight-syllable lines; 
Parliament, that elected 1640 & dissolved 
1660; ~ primer; ~ robe, legal attire, esp. 
gentlemen of the ~ robe, lawyers; in 
the ~ run, in the end after vicissitudes; 
II ~ service, system of military etc. enlist¬ 
ment for many e.g. 12 years; II ~ vacation, 
summer vacation of law-courts & uni¬ 
versities; ~ wind, capacity for running 
far without rest, or fig. for talking or 
writing at tedious length, whence 
~,\vind,ED2 a., —wind'edNESS n.). 
5. Expressed by many ciphers or con¬ 
sisting of many individuals (~ figure or 
price, heavy cost; ~ family, of many 
children; ~ bill, of many items; ~ suit, 
many cards of one suit in a hand, also, 
colloq., thing at which one excels). 
6. Lengthy, prolix, tedious. 7. Of more 
than the usual numerical amount (~ 
dozen, hundred). 8. Lasting, going far 
back or forward, (a ~ custom, memory, 
farewell). 9. (phonet., pros.). (Of vowel 
or syllable) having the greater of the two 
recognized durations, (also, of vowel) 
having the pronunciation shown in its 
name (e.g., pate & lucre have~, pat & put 
or but short a & u). 10. ~-bill, kinds of 
bird, esp. snipe; ~'boal, sailing-ship’s 
largest boat (cf. launch2); ~-bow, drawn 
by hand & discharging ~ feathered 
arrow (cf. cross-bow), draw the ~-bow, 
tell exaggerated or invented stories; ~ 
butt, cue for reaching billiard-ball be- 
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yond range of half-butt; ~ cloth, kind of 
calico made in ~ pieces; —-clothes, & 
arch, -coats, clothes of baby in arms; 

distance, (of weather forecast) made 
several days in advance; ~ field, ~ off or 
on (see below), also part of ground 
behind bowler; || ~ firm 1; —'hand, 
ordinary writing (opp. short hand)-, 
— hop, short-pitched ball in cricket; 
(daddy-) —legs, crane-fly; ~ off, on, man 
fielding at bowler’s left, right, rear; ~ 
pig, sailors’ transl. of cannibals’ name 
for human flesh; || ~ pull, over-measure 
given by public-houses to attract custom; 

shanks, stilt or ~-legged plover; '--'stop, 
man fielding straight behind wicket- 
-keeper, (vb) field there; ~ wave (radio), 
having a wave-length of (about) 800 
metres or more; hence ~'ish1(2) a., 
~'ways, ~'wise, (-z), adw. 11. n. ~ 
interval or period (shall see you before —; 
shall not be away for —; will not take —; 
it is — since I saw him; so at —est, to 
mention the most distant date possible); 
recital at length (the — & the short of it, 
all that can or need be said, the total 
upshot); ~ syllable (—s & shorts, verse 
esp. classical); (archit.) ~s <£• shorts, 
— & short blocks placed alternately; || = 
~ vacation. [OE, OS, OHG lany, ON 
langr, Goth, laggs f. Gmc "langaz cogn. 
w. L longus] 

long 2, adv. (~cr, —est, pr. -ngg-). For a 
long time (have — thought so; nor wants 
that little — ; so or as— as, transf., provided 
that, if only; be — doing, &, prob. by con¬ 
fusion of the adv. w. the adj., in doing, 
take a long time, be slow, to do, as he was 
— finding it out, the chance was — in com¬ 
ing ; not be — for this world, have short 
time to live; —liver, one who lives ~); 
by a long time (~ before, after, since, ago); 
(appended to nn. of duration) throughout 
specified time (all day —, his life —); 
(comp., with no, any, much, etc.) after 
implied point of time (shall not wait any 
—er; no —er, not henceforth as formerly); 
— -ago a. & n., (belonging to) the distant 
past; —drawn(-oul), unduly prolonged; 
~-standing, that has ~ existed; -—suffer¬ 
ing n. Sea., bearing provocation patiently. 
[OE lange (prec.)] 

15ng3, v.i. Yearn, wish vehemently, for 
thing or to do. Hence ~'ing‘(1) n., ~'ingLY2 

adv. [OE langian seem LONG1 to] 
-long, suf., f. long1, has ousted -ling2 in 

side—, head—. Elide- f. ON endlangr adj. 
orig. meaning extending from end to end 
was used in E as adv. meaning endwise, 
& ~ thus came to be regarded as var. of 
-ling. 

longanim'it^ (-ngg-), n. (rare). Long- 
-suifering, forbearance. [ME, f. LL 
longanimitas (LL longanimus, -is f. L 
longus long, animus spirit, -ty)] 

lon'geron (-j-), n. (usu. in pi.). Longitu¬ 
dinal member of aeroplane’s fuselage or 
nacelle. [F, ■== girder] 

longev'al, -gae-, (-j-), a. Long-lived, [f. 
L longaevus (longus long, aevum age, -al) ] 

longevity (-j-), n. Long life. [f. LL 
longaevitas (prec., -ty)] 

lon'gi- (-jl-), comb, form of L longus long 
in scientific terms, as ~caud'ale long¬ 
tailed, ~corn kinds of beetle with long 
threadlike antennae. 

lon'gitude (-j-), n. Length (now joc.); 
(geog.) angular distance east or west 
from a standard meridian, as that of 
Greenwich, to the meridian of any place, 
reckoned to 180° E. or W. (ubbr. long.); 
(astron.) angular distance eastward on 
ecliptic from vernal equinoctial point to 
foot of body’s or point’s circle of latitude. 
[ME, f. L longitudo -inis (prec., -tude)] 

longitudinal (-jl-), a. Of or in length; 
running lengthwise; of longitude. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [-AL] 

Long'obStd, n. = lombard (1st sense), 
long-shore, a. Existing or foimd or 
employed on, frequenting, the shore; ~- 
man, landsman employed in loading 
ships, shore-fishing, etc. [for along shore] 

longue haleine (lawriggahlan'), n. Work 
etc. of (or de) — (requiring long persistent 
effort; esp. of books). [F, = long-winded] 

longueur (lawnggdr'), n. Tedious passage 
in book, film, or play (usu. pi.). [F] 

loo, n., & v.t. Round card-game with 
penalties paid to the pool; (having to 
pay) this penalty; unlimited —, in which 
penalty is = amount already in pool; (vb) 
subject to the penalty, [abbr. of obs. 
lanterloo f. F lanturelu refrain of a song] 

loob'y, n. Silly fellow, [cf. lob, lubber] 

lobf'ah (-a), n. Pod of Luffa aegyptiaea 
used as flesh-brush, [f. Arab, lufah the 
plant] 

look, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Use one’s sight, turn 
eyes in some direction, direct eyes at, 
(fair etc. to — at, in outward appearance; 
~ before you leap, avoid precipitate 
action; to — at him etc., judging by his 
etc. ~s; will not — at, refuses to take, 
rejects, scorns). 2. Contemplate, exa¬ 
mine, (—ed me through <£• through; — a gift 
horse1 in themouth; — one, death, etc., in 
the face, face him etc. boldly or at close 
quarters). 3. Express, threaten, show, by 
one’s *—'8 (~ compassion, death, daggers, 
etc.). 4. Ascertain or observe by sight 
who, how, whether, etc. 5. (fig.). Make 
mental search (let him — at home), inquire 
(when one —s deeper), aim one’s attention 
at & consider (way of~ing at things; what 
I ~ at is the comfort of it), take care or 
make sure that, expect to do; (~ you!, 
observe, mind; ~ here!, formula for 
demanding attention or expostulating; 
~ sharp, orig., keep strict watch, now, 
lose no time, bestir oneself). 6. (Of things) 
face, be turned, have or afford outlook, in 
some direction (towards, on to, into, down, 
etc.). 7. Have certain appearance, seem, 
(~ grave etc., whence -~'ing2 a.; ~ a fool, 
every inch a king, black1, blue 1; ~ small. 
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be exposed as mean etc.; ~ alive !, make 
haste; ~ veil or ill, in good or bad health, 
also of things, seem to be going so-; ~s to 
be, seems; ~ as if, suggest by appearance 
the belief that; ~ like, seem to be, also 
threaten or promise, as it like rain, he 
~s like biting or winning); seem to be 
(~s his age, seems as old as he really is; 
~ oneself again, seem recovered). 8. ~- 
■in', informal call or visit, (sport) will 
have a~-in, come near winning & perhaps 
win; ~'ing-gla£s, mirror, quicksilvered 
glass for mirrors; ~-out', watch, ~ing 
out, (keep a good~-ov.t; on the—-out for or 
to do), post of observation, man or party 
or boat stationed to ~ out, view over 
landscape, prospect of luck (it’s a bad 
-out for him), person’s own concern (that 
is his —out, he must see to that himself); 
|| •—-see (si.), a survey, inspection. 9. 
(With prepp.); ~ about one, examine one’s 
surroundings, take time to form plans; ~ 
after, follow with the eye, seek for, attend 
to, take care of; ~ down one’s nose at 
(colloq.), regard with covert displeasure; 
~ for, expect, hope or be on the watch 
for, search for (~ for trouble); ~ into, 
examine the inside of (box etc.), dip into 
(book), investigate; ~ on, regard as, 
regard with distrust etc.; ~ over, inspect, 
overlook or pardon; ~ through, direct 
eyes through (window etc.), penetrate 
(veil etc.) with sight or (pretence or pre¬ 
tender) with insight, be visible through 
(lvis greed ~s through his eyes), glance 
through (book etc.); ~ to, consider, take 
care of, be careful about (~ to your man¬ 
ners; ~ to it that), keep watch over, rely 
on (person or thing) for, exjiect, count 
upon, aim at; ~ towards (colloq.), drink 
health of; ~ upon, regard with specified 
feeling (also with adv., as favourably), 
regard as. 10. (With advv.): ~ about, be 
on the watch, be in search for, let one’s 
eyes rove; ~ ahead, (of rower) turn round 
to see where he is going (esp. imperat.); ~ 
back, be half-hearted about enterprise 
one has begun (usu. w. neg.), turn one’s 
thoughts upon or to something past, cease 
to progress (usu. w. neg.), ~ in again, call 
back; ~ down, subdue with a ~, (com¬ 
merce) sink in i>rice, ~ down (up)on, 
consider oneself superior to; ~ forward to, 
anticipate (usu. with pleasure, also with 
apprehension etc.); ~ in, make short visit 
or call; ~ on, be mere spectator, whence 
—Eu'-on' n.; ~ on with, read from book 
etc. at same time as (another person); ~ 
out, direct eyes or put head out of window 
etc., be vigilant, keep one’s eyes open for 
expected person, be prepared for squalls 
etc., have or afford outlook on, over, etc., 
select by inspection; ~ over, inspect one 
by one or part by part; ~ round, esp. 
examine the possibilities etc, with a view 
to deciding on a course; ~ through, survey 
with searching glance (—ed him through), 
inspect exhaustively or successively; ~ 
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up, (esp. commerc.) improve in price or 
prosperity, search for (esp. word in 
dictionary or facts in hook of reference), 
call on (person), raise eyes (~ up to, re¬ 
spect, venerate), ~ one up & down, 
scrutinize him keenly or contemptuously; 
hence ~'er 1 n., (esp.) ‘handsome person 
(colloq.; also good-~er). 11. n. Act of 
~ing, direction of eyes, glance (a kind, 
scornful, ~); (sing, or pi.) appearance of 
face, expression, personal aspect, (good 
~s, beauty); (of things) appearance (the 
place has a European ~). [OE locian, OS 
locon, f. WG *lok-, *log- (OHG luogen] 

loom1, n. Machine for weaving yarn or 
thread into fabric; (inboard part of) shaft 
of oar. [ME tome f. OE gelmna tool, of 
unkn. orig. ] 

loom2, v.i., & n. 1. Appear indistinctly, 
be seen in vague & often magnified or 
threatening shape, (lit. & fig.; often ~ 
large etc.). 2. n. Vague first appearance of 
land at sea etc. [of. EFris. lomen move 
slowly, MHG luemen be weary) 

loom3, n. Kinds of guillemot & diver. 
Hence ~'ery(3) n. [f. ON Wmr] 

loon1, n. (Sc. & arch.). Scamp, idler, 
boor; lad. [15th c. loun, of obsc. orig.) 

loon2, n. Kinds of water-bird, esp. of 
diver & grebe, [app. = loom3 w. assim. 
to prec. ] 

loon'y, lu-, n. & a. (si.). Lunatic, esp. 
~-bin, mental home. [-Y3] 

loop1, n., & v.t.&i. 1. Figure produced by 
a curve, or bent string or withe, that 
crosses itself; attachment or ornament 
formed of cord, thread, etc., so crossed 
& fastened at crossing; ring or curved 
piece of metal as handle etc.; (also ~-line) 
railway or telegraph line that diverges 
from main line & joins it again; circuit 
in centrifugal railway along top of which 
passenger travels head downwards (~ing 
the ~, bicyclist’s or airman’s similar 
feat); (skating) curve crossing itself 
made on single edge; hence II ~'Y2 a. (si.), 
crazy. 2. vb. Form (string etc.) into 
~(s); form ~ (esp. of looper larvae); en¬ 
close (as) with ~ ; fasten (up, back) or join 
(together) with ~(s). [c. 1400, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

loop2, n. (rare). = loop-hole. [ME, prob. 
conn. wr. MDu. lupen to peer) 

lobp'er, n. Caterpillar of geometer moths, 
progressing by arching itself into loops; 
contrivance in sewing-machine etc. for 
making loops, [-er1] 

loop-hole, n., & v.t. 1. Narrow vertical slit 
in wall for shooting or looking through 
or to admit light or air; outlet, means of 
evading rule etc. 2. v.t. Make ~s in (wall 
etc.), [loop2] 

loose1, a. 1. Released from bonds or re¬ 
straint. 2. Detached or detachable from 
its place (come, get, ~; play fast2 & ~); 
(chem.) free, uncombined; hanging 
partly free (esp. ~ end; at a ~ end, with¬ 
out definite occupation); not rigidly 
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fixed, apt to shift, (have a screw ~). 
3. Slack, relaxed, not tense or tight, (with 
a ~ rein, lit. of riding, & fig. indulgently; 
~ tongue, given to blabbing; ~ bowels, 
tending to diarrhoea; ~ clothes', ~ build 
or make, ungainly figure). 4. Not com¬ 
pact, dense, or serried (~ soil, fabric; ~ 
order, military arrangement with wide 
intervals; ~ handwriting, straggling; || ~ 
play or game in football, in which players 
do not lock together). 5. (Of statements, 
ideas, etc.) inexact, indefinite, vague, 
incorrect; (of translation) not close or 
faithful; (of style) ungrammatical; (of 
agent) doing the act ~ly (~ thinker). 
6.(crick.). ~ bowling, inaccuratelypitched, 
~ fielding, careless or bungling. 7. Morally 
lax, dissolute, wanton in speech or act, 
(~ fish, dissolute person; on the ~, having 
a spree). 8. ~ Box2; ~-Zea/ (of ledgers, 
notebooks, etc.) with each leaf separate 
& detachable; —, ~ly, as flowing, 
-fitting. Hence ~'ly2 (-si-) adv., ~'ness 
(-sn-) n., loos,ISH1(2) a. [ME los f. ON 
louss, lauss (— OE leas, OS, OHG los, 
Goth. Ians), f. Gmc *laus-; cl. lose] 

loose2, v.t., & n. 1. Release, set free, 
free from constraint (wine ~<i his tongue); 
untie, undo, (knot, fetters, seal, hair of 
head); detach from moorings; discharge 
(arrow), (abs.) discharge gun (at); relax 
(now only in~ hold). 2. n. Vent, free ex¬ 
pression, (give ~ or a ~ to one’s feelings 
etc.); || loose play (see prec.). [ME; f. 
prec. ] 

loos'en, v.t. & i. Loose (person’s tongue); 
make or become less tight or compact or 
firm; relieve (bowels) from costiveness or 
(cough) from dryness; relax (discipline 
etc.). [-EN6] 

loose'strife (-s-s-), n. Two kinds of 
herbaceous plant (golden or yellow, & red 
or purple or spiked, ~). [mistransl. of 
LL f. Gk lusimakhion (Gk pers. name 
Lusimakhos) as if directly f. luo undo, 
makhe battle] 

loot, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Goods taken from 
enemy, spoil; booty, illicit gains made by 
official. 2. vb. Plunder, sack, (city etc., or 
abs.); carry off as booty. Hence ^'er1 
n. [f. Hind, luf] 

lop1, n., & v.t. & i. (-pp-). 1. Smaller 
branches & twigs of trees (~ & top, ~ <£• 
crop, trimmings of tree). 2. vb. Cut off 
branches & twigs & rarely top of (tree); 
strip tree of (branches etc.; often off, 
away), whence ~p'ings [-ING1^)] n. pi.; 
cut off (person’s limb or head); make 
~ping strokes at. [(1) 15th c., orig. unkn.; 
(2) prob. f. (1)] 

lop2, v.i. & t. (-pp-), & n. 1. Hang limply; 
let (ears) hang; slouch, dawdle, hang 
about; — lope; ~-ears, drooping ears, 
whence ~fearEi>2 (-erd) a.; —ear, kind of 
rabbit; hence ~p'Y2 a. 2. n. —eared 
rabbit. [(1) imit., cf. LOB; (2) short for 
~-rabbit] 

lop3, v.i. (-pp-), & n. 1. (Of water) break 
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in short lumpy waves. 2. n. Such motion 
of water, [imit.) 

lope, v.i., & n. (Run with) long bounding 
stride (esp. of animals). [ME, var. of Sc. 
bmp f. ON hloupa LEAP1] 

lOph' o-, comb, form of Gk lophos crest, in 
scientific wds as: ~d6nt, (animal) with 
transverse ridges on crowns of molars; 
~brdn'chiate, (fish) with gills disposed in 
tufts. 

lop-sid'ed, a. With one side lower or 
smaller than the other, unevenly 
balanced. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[f. lop2] 

loqua'cious (-shr;s), a. Talkative; (of 
birds, water) chattering, babbling. Hence 
or cogn. ~ly2 adv., ~ness, loquA'ciTY 
(-&S-), nn. [L loquax (loqui talk), -ACIOUS] 

lo'quat (-6t), n. Chinese & Japanese fruit 
(-tree) naturalized in S. Europe, Australia, 
etc. [f. Chin, luh local rush orange] 

Id’qultur, v.i. 3 sing. pres. (abbr. loq.). 
Speaks (with speaker’s name added, as 
stage-direction or notice to reader). [L] 

II Idr, 16r’, form of lord used (vulg.) as int. 
lor'al, a. Of the lore2, [-al] 

lor'clia, n. Ship with hull of European 
shape but Chinese rig. [Port. ] 

lord, n. & int., & v.i. & t. 1. Master, ruler, 
chief, prince, sovereign, (our sovereign ~ 
the King; ~s of creation, mankind, also 
joc. men as opp. women); (poet.) owner 
(~ of few acres; cf. landlord); magnate in 
some trade (the cotton ~s; cf. king). 2. 
Feudal superior (mesne ~ ; ~ of the manor ; 
~ paramount). 3. (poet. & joc.). Husband 
(also ~ db master). 4. (astrol.). Dominant 
planet. 5. (Usu. the L~ exc. in voc.; also 
with God) God (L~ knows who, hoiv, etc., 
I cannot guess who etc., some one etc. or 
other; L~ have mercy, L~ bless me or us or 
my soul or you, excll. of surprise etc.; 
also L~ ! alone as exc!.); Christ (the or 
more usu. our L~ ; in the year of our L~, 
anno domini; L~’s day, Sunday); L~’s 
prayer, the Our Father; L~’s supper, 
Eucharist; L~’s table, Christian altar, 
Eucharist. 6. Nobleman, peer of the 
realm or person entitled by courtesy to 
the prefix L~ (see below) as part of his 
ordinary style (live, treat, like a fare, 
entertain, sumptuously; drunk as, swear 
like, a ~, excessively; 7.~ in waiting, 
of the Bedchamber, nobleman attending 
sovereign, called by former title if queen 
is reigning, by latter if king); (pi., the 
L~s) temporal & spiritual peers of Parlia¬ 
ment (House of L'-s, upper legislative 
chamber of United Kingdom, also com¬ 
mittee of specially qualified members of 
this appointed as ultimate judicial appeal 
court). 7. pi. (Also in full L~s Com¬ 
missioners) members of board performing 
duties of high State office put in com¬ 
mission (L~s of the Admiralty, Treasury, 
etc.; First L~, president of such board; 
Civil L~, civilian member of Admiralty 
board, opp. Sea L~s); L~s of Session, 
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judges of Scottish Court of session. 8. 
First word of many official titles (L~ 
chamberlain, chancellor, Chief Justice, 
High Commissioner; L~ Justice General, 
L~ Justice Clerk, president, vice-presi¬ 
dent, of Scottish Court of Justiciary; L~ 
Lieutenant, viceroy of Ireland till 1922, 
chief executive authority & head of 
magistracy in each county; Rector, 
triennially elected honorary head of a 
Scottish university court; mayor; 
L~ Bishop, any bishop in ceremonious 
mention). 9. (Prefixed as part of personal 
designation) marquis, earl, viscount, or 
baron (whether peer, or peer’s eldest son 
holding his second title by courtesy; with 
suppression of of, e.g. Earl of, or L~, 
Derby; ~ is invariable instead of baron, 
which is used as prefix only in foreign 
titles); (followed by Christian & family 
name) younger son of duke or marquis. 
10. My ~ (voc.), respectful or polite 
formula for addressing nobleman below 
duke, bishop, ~ mayor, or judge of 
supreme court; ~s & ladies, wild arum; 
hence ~'less a., ^'lino1^), ~ol'atry, nn. 
11. vb. Play the~ over (usu. in pass., will 
not be ~ed over; or with it, as ~ing it over 
his household); ennoble, confer title of ~ 
upon. [OE hlaford f. hlafweard — bread- 
-keeper (loaf1, ward)] 

ldrd'lly, a. Haughty, imperious, lofty, 
disdainful; grand, magnificent, fit for or 
belonging to a lord. Hence ~1ness n. 
[OE hlafordlic (prec., -ly1)] 

lbrdos'is, n. (med.). Forward curvature 
of spine. [Gk, f. lordos bent back, -osis] 

Lord’s (-z), n. (Used for) ~ cricket ground 
in London, headquarters of the M.C.C. 
and English cricket. [Thomas Lord (d. 
1832), maker of successive grounds named 
after him ] 

lord'ship, n. Dominion, rule, ownership 
of or over; domain, estate, manor; lord’s 
personality (your ~, his ~, you, he, in 
speaking deferentially to or of a lord, 
also joc. to or of other persons or animals). 
[-SHIP] 

lore1, n. 1. (arch.). Doctrine; erudition, 
scholarship. 2. Body of traditions & 
facts on a subject (ghost, bird, animal, 
fairy, etc., ~). [OE lar, OS, OHG (era f. 
Gmc *laizd f. *lais- learn] 

lore2, n. (nat. hist.). Strap-like surface, in 
birds between eye & upper mandible, in 
snakes between eye & nostril, [f. L lorum 
strap ] 

lorgnette (lbrnygt'), n. Pair of eye-glasses 
usu. held by long handle; opera-glass. 
JP) 

lo'ricate, a. (zool.). Having defensive 
armour of bone, plates, scales, etc. [f. L 
loricatus (lorica cuirass f. lorum strap, 
-ate2)] 

lo'rikeet (or -eet'), n. Small brightly- 
-coloured Polynesian parrot allied to the 
lory. [dim. of lory, after parakeet ] 

lo'rimer, -iner, n. (hist.). Bit-maker, 
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spurrier, (now only in title of a livery 
company). [ME, f. OF loremier, -nier 
(terrain harness-strap f. L lorum thong)] 

ldr'is, n. Small slender tailless nocturnal 
climbing quadrumanous Sinhalese mam¬ 
mal ; kinds of lemur. [F ] 

loin, a. (poet. & joc.). Desolate, forlorn, 
(often lone ~). [p.p. of obs. lease OE 
leosan lose] 

|| lo'rry, n. Long low flat wagon; truck 
used on railways & tramways; motor 
truck for transporting goods, troops etc. 
[orig. unkn.; cf. rulley ] 

lor'y, n. Kinds of bright-plumaged parrot- 
-like bird. [f. Malay luri] 

lose (Idoz), v.t. & i. (lost pr. law- or 16-). 
1. Be deprived of, cease by negligence, 
misadventure, separation, death, etc., to 
possess or have (property, life, quality, 
limb, father, friend, etc.; doctor~s patient, 
fails to keep him alive, also is left by 
him for another doctor; ~ patience, one’s 
temper, become impatient, angry; ~ 
one’s head 1; ~ one’s heart ; ~ heart ; ~ 

ground, fail to keep position, recede, de¬ 
cline; have lost my cold, got rid of it; ~ 
interest, of person, cease to be interested, 
of thing, cease to interest); (pass.) dis¬ 
appear, perish, die or be dead, (letter- 
-writing is a lost art; the ship & all hands 
were lost; lost to sense of duty, shame, etc., 
no longer affected by them; lost soul, 
damned). 2. Suffer loss or detriment, 
incur disadvantage, be the worse off in 
money or otherwise by transaction etc., 
(the publisher lost by it; the army lost 
heavily; story does not ~ in the telling, is if 
anything exaggerated). 3. Become unable 
to find, fail to keep in sight or follow or 
mentally grasp, (~ a document, one’s way, 
the thread of a discourse, a person etc. 
under observation). 4. Spend (time, op¬ 
portunities, pains) to no purpose, waste, 
(pass., be lost upon, fail to influence or 
draw the attention of). 5. Fail to obtain, 
catch, see, or hear (~ one’s train, a legacy, 
a word or remark, a fox). 6. Forfeit (stake), 
be defeated in (game, battle, lawsuit, or 
abs.; losing battle, game, in which defeat 
seems inevitable; cannot play a losing 
game, ~s heart or temper in it); fail to 
carry (motion). 7. Cause person the loss 
of, cost, (will ~ you your place); (refl. & 
pass.) go astray, become merged or en¬ 
grossed (in), be obscured (in); || losing 
hazard. Hence Ios'able (-obz-) a. [OE 
losian perish, destroy (los loss); later 
sense-development infl. by obs. (cogn.) 
leese, wh. it superseded] 

II ISs'el (-z-), n. (arch.). Profligate, rake, 
ne’er-do-well. [ME, app. f. los-, stem of 
LOSE] 

los'er (-doz-), n. In vbl senses; esp.: be a 
~ by, suffer loss by; good ~, person not 
dejected or angered by losing game etc.; 
person, horse, etc., that loses race etc.; 
II (billiards) losing hazard, [-er1] 

loss (laws, 16s), n. Losing or being lost 
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(see lose); person, thing, or amount lost 
(CUT2 a or the~); detriment, disadvantage, 
resulting from ~ (person etc. is a greed, 
no little, etc., ~, the ~ of him is a serious 
etc. blow); profit 1 <fr ~; at a ~ (/or, to 
discover, etc.), puzzled, at fault; 
leader, article sold at a ~ to attract cus¬ 
tom. [ME los, loss(e) poss. back form. f. 
lost, p.p. of lose; not continuous w. OE 
& ME los in phr. to lose (— ON los dis¬ 
persion, rout) f.Grac *lus- cogn. w. loose 1 ] 

liiss (G), n. = loess. 
lost. See lose. 
lot, n., & v.t. (-tt-). 1. One of a set of 
objects used to secure a chance decision 
in dividing goods, selecting officials, etc. 
(now only in draw, cast, ~s, usu. between, 
for, who, etc., & in throw or cast in one’s 
~ with, share fortunes of); this method of 
deciding (the ~ ; by ~); choice resulting 
from it (the ~ fell upon me). 2. What fails 
to person by ~, share (have no part nor ~ 
in); person’s destiny, fortune, condition, 
(the, ~ falls to me, it falls to my ~, it falls 
to me as my ~, to do). 3. II Tax, due, (SCOT1 
& ~). 4. Plot or allotment of land. 5. 
Article or set of articles offered separately 
at sale, item at auction, (bad ~, disreput¬ 
able or vicious person). 6. Number or 
quantity of persons or things of same 
kind or somehow associated (the ~, the 
whole number or quantity); (colloq.) con¬ 
siderable number or amount, a good or 
great deal (also in pi., as has~s of friends). 
7. v.t. Divide (land, usu. out, or goods for 
sale) into ~s. [OE hlot. w. var. cognates 
in Gmc, f. Ginc *hleut-, *hlaul-, *hlui-] 

loth. _See loath. 
Lothar'io, n. (pi. ~s). Libertine, rake. 
(character in Rowe’s Fair Penitent J 

15'tion, n. Liquid preparation used ex¬ 
ternally to heal wound, cure skin-disease, 
clear complexion, etc. [f. L lotio (lavare 
lot- wash, -ion)) 

lott'ery, n. Arrangement for distributing 
prizes by chance among purchasers of 
tickets ; —wheel, wheel with box used for 
shuffling numbers corresponding to those 
on tickets; (fig.) thing that defies calcula¬ 
tion (life, marriage, is a ~). [f. It. lotteria 
(LOT, LOTTO)] 

lott'o, n. Game of chance with drawing of 
numbers as in lottery. [It.] 

lot'us, n. Plant represented in ancient 
Greek legend as inducing luxurious 
dreaminess & distaste for active life (— 
-eater, person given to indolent enjoy¬ 
ment; so —eating a. & n.); Egyptian & 
Asian water-lily; kinds of plant, esp. 
bird’s-foot trefoil; ~-land, place of indo¬ 
lent enjoyment. [L, f. Gk lotos] 

loud, a. & adv. 1. Strongly audible, 
sonorous (~ speaker, naut. ~ hailer, 
apparatus that converts electrical im¬ 
pulses into sounds ~ enough to be heard 
at some distance); clamorous, noisy; (of 
colour, dress, pattern, manners) ob¬ 
trusive, conspicuous, flashy; hence ~'en • 

v.i., ~'ish(2) a., ~'lyj adv., ~'ness n. 

2. adv. ~ly (don't talk so ~; laughed ~ <6- 

long)-, —spoken. [OE, OS hlud, OlIG 
hlul, f. WG 'hluth-, cogn. w. Gk klutos 
renowned] 

lough (see Ap.), n. (Anglo-Ir.). Lake, arm 
of sea. [ME, perh. repr. O Northumb. 
luh (= frelum, stagnum), f. Ir. loch loch] 

Louis (loo'i), n. (pi. Louis pr. -z). Name of 
many French kings; louis or louis-d’or 
(-d(ir'), French gold coin of about 20 fr. 
from - ' XIII to ~ XVI; ~ Treize (triiz), 
Quatorze (k&tdrz'), Quinze (kanz), Seize 
(saz), used adj. of furniture etc. in styles 
prevalent in those reigns, 

loungle (-j), v.i. & t., & n. 1. Go lazily, 
saunter; loll, recline; idle (intr., & ~e 
away time etc.); hence~'er1 n.,~'ingl,Y2 
adv., (-j-). 2. n. Spell of ~ing, saunter, 
stroll; place where one can ~e, esp. 
entrance-hall or gallery furnished for the 
purpose (~e-lizard, si., professional dance- 
-partner at hotel ~e-dances); sitting-room 
in house; sofa or deep chair; || ~e suit, 
man’s suit for day wear, with tailless 
jacket, [c. 1500, of unkn. orig. ] 

lour, lower, (lowr), v.i., & n. 1. Frown, 
scowl, look sullen, (on, upon, at); (of 
clouds, sky, storm) look dark & threaten¬ 
ing; hence ~'ingLY2 adv. 2. n. Scowl; 
gloominess of sky etc., whence ~'y 2 a. 
[ME loure, of obsc. orig.; cf. Du. loeren 
frown, MHG luren; see lijrk] 

louse, n. (pi. lice). Parasitic insect 
infesting human hair & skin; kinds of 
parasite of mammals, birds, fish, & 
plants; ~'wort, kind of plant with 
purple-pink flowers found in marshes and 
wet fields. Hence Ious'y2 (-z-) a., (also, 
sh), disgusting, abundantly supplied until 
money etc., Ious'inf.ss (-z-) n. [OE lus, 
MLG, OHG lus, ON Ids] 

lout1, n. Awkward fellow, bumpkin, 
clown. Hence ~'ish 1 a., ~'ishLY2 adv., 
~'ishNESS n. [16th c., perh. of dial, orig., 
conn. w. foil. ] 

lout2, v.i. (arch.). Bow, make obeisance. 
[OE liltan, = ON luta] 

louver, -vre, (ldov'er), n. Domed turret- 
like erection on hall-roof etc. with side 
openings to let smoke out or air in; (pi., 
also —boards) arrangement of over¬ 
lapping boards or slips of glass to admit 
air but exclude rain. Hence louv'erED2 
(-erd) a. [ME, f. OF lover, repr. by med. 
L lodium; orig. unkn. ] 

Louvre (ldovr), n. The ~, former royal 
palace, now art museum, in Paris. [F] 

lo'vablle (lu-), a. Deserving love, amiable. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~leNESs n. [love2, 

-ABLE] 
lo'vage (1Q-), n. Kinds of herb. [ME 

loveache alt. f. OF levesche f. LL levisticum 
f. L ligusticum] 

love1 (luv), n. 1. Warm affection, attach¬ 
ment, liking, or fondness, paternal 
benevolence, affectionate devotion, (of, 
for, to, or towards person, for or to thing; 
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give — to, convey affectionate message to, 
send one’s — to, get this done; for the — of, 
for sake or in name of, esp. in adjurations; 
/or — or money, by any means, esp. cannot 
get it etc. for — or money; labour of ~, that 
one delights in, or that one does for ■ - of 
someone; there’s no — lost between them, 
they dislike each other; play for~, for the 
pleasure of it, not for stakes). 2. Sexual 
affection or passion or desire, relation 
between sweethearts, this feeling as a 
literary subject, a personified influence, 
or a god (also representation of Cupid, or 
of naked winged child, or in pi. children, 
symbolizing ~), (in—, possessed by this; 
in — with, enamoured of, also transf. fond 
of a pursuit, thing, etc.; fall in~, become 
enamoured; all’s fair2 in — & war; — in 
a cottage, marriage on insufficient means; 
make —, pay amorous attentions to or 
abs., whence~tmakiNG1 n.). 3. Beloved 
one, sweetheart, (esp. of woman, cf. 
lover; hence —'y3 n.; my —, common 
form of address between husband & wife); 
(colloq.) delightful person or pretty thing 
(he is an old —; what —s of teacups.')■ 
4. (In games) no score, nothing, nil, (— all, 
neither side has yet scored; ~ game, in 
which loser has not scored). 5. <—affair, 
affair between lovers, amour; -—apple, 
(old name for) tomato; »■—begotten, 
illegitimate; —-bird, small bird of parrot 
kind said to pine away at death of its 
mate; —child, illegitimate; ~-feast, meal 
in token of brotherly ~ among early 
Christians, religious service among 
Methodists etc. imitating this; —-in-a- 
-mist, fennel-flower-in-idleness, heart’s- 
-ease; ~-knot, peculiarly interlaced bow of 
ribbon; ~-letter, between sweethearts & 
concerned with — ; ~-lies-bleedmg, garden 
plant with long drooping spike of purple- 
-red bloom; ~'lock, tress or curl worn on 
temple or forehead; ~lorn, pining with ~, 
deserted by one’s love(r); —match, 
marriage made for ~’s sake only; 
~-philtre, philtre; ~-seat, armchair or 
sofa for two persons; ~'sick, languishing 
with ~ ; ~-song, about or expressing —; 
~-story, novel etc. of which main thome 
is —, facts of a wooing etc.; —token, 
thing given in sign of—. Hence -—'worthy 
a., —'worthiNESS n. [OE lufu, OHG 
luba, cogn. w. Goth, lubains f. Gmc 
Heubh-, *laubh-, *lubh-; see lief, leave1, 

BELIEVE ] 

love2 (luv), v.t. & i. Hold dear, bear love 
to, be in love with, be fond of, (— me, — 
my dog 1; Lord — you !, excl. of surprise at 
person’s mistake etc.; ~ one’s love with 
an A, a B, etc., formula in game of for¬ 
feits); be in love; cling to, delight in, 
enjoy having, be addicted to, admire or 
be glad of the existence of, (life, honour, 
comfort, golf, doing, virtue, man who 
knows his own mind, etc.); (w. inf.) be 
(habitually) inclined (children — to ape 
their elders); (colloq.) like, be delighted. 

(he simply —s to find mistakes; Will you 
come ? — I should— to). [OE lufian (prec.)] 

Love'lace (luvl-), n. Libertine, accom¬ 
plished rake, [character in Richardson’s 
Clarissa Harlowe (1747-48)] 

love'less (luvl-), a. Unloving; unloved. 
Hence —ly 2 adv., —ness n. [ -less ] 

love'lly (luvl-), a. & n. Attractively or 
admirably beautiful; ‘beautiful in moral 
quality; (colloq.) delightful, very pleasing, 
intensely amusing; (n., si.) a ~ young 
woman. Hence —ily2 adv. (rare), —Iness 

n. [OE luflie (love1, -ly1)] 

lo'ver (lu-), n. Woman’s sweetheart or 
suitor (it was a — and his lass), (pi.) pair 
in love; paramour, gallant; admirer, 
devotee, of thing, action, or idea; —s’ 
knot, love 1-knot. Hence —less a., —like, 

—ly1*2, aa, & advv. [-er1] 

lo'ving (lu-), a. That loves, affectionate, 
(our — subjects, formula in royal proclama¬ 
tion ; your — friend etc., formula in con¬ 
cluding letter); manifesting or proceeding 
from love (—-cup, large drinking-vessel 
passed round at banquet; —-kindness, 
tender consideration). Hence —ly2 adv., 
—ness n. [-ING2] 

low1 (15), a. & adv. (—er, ~es£, as aa. & 
adw.), & n. 1. Not reaching far up, not 
high or tall, (— house, forehead, stature; 
not used of persons; — dress, leaving neck 
& part of shoulders & breast exposed, 
so — neck; — relief, bas-relief). 2. Not 
elevated in geographical etc. position 
(Low Countries, Netherlands; Low ger¬ 

man2, dutch; Lower Egypt etc.; — moon 
etc., near horizon; — tide or water, level 
of ebbed sea, time of extreme ebb; — 
-water mark, —est point reached by ebb- 
-tide, & fig.; in — water, out of funds etc.). 
3. Of or in humble rank or position (the 
—er orders or classes; — birth; high & —, 
every one). 4. Not exalted or sublime, 
commonplace, undignified, little civilized, 
not highly organized; abject, mean, 
degraded, coarse, vulgar, (— cunning). 
5. Ill-nourished, not nourishing, indica¬ 
tive of ill nutrition, w'anting in vigour, 
depressed, not intense, (— condition, diet, 
fever; — spirits, whence—spi'ritED2 a.). 
6. Of small amount as measured by a 
scale or degrees (— price, wages, rates, 
temperature; have — opinion of, do not 
estimate highly; at ~est, to mention the 
least possible amount etc.; — latitudes, 
near equator). 7. (Of sounds) not shrill or 
high up, produced by slow vibrations, 
(also) not loud. 8. (Of liquid, receptacle, 
supply of anything, esp. fig. of purse or 
money) nearly exhausted or empty (often 
run —). 9. Recent (chiefly in compar. & 
super].; belongs to a — er date). 10. (Also 
-—church) giving — place to authority of 
bishops & priests, inherent grace of 
sacraments, ecclesiastical organization, 
& ritual, not sacerdotal, approximating 
to protestant nonconformity, (Low 
Church, party in Church of England 
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thus minded; Low Churchman, member 
of it). 11. Bring —, depress, reduce, in 
health, wealth, or position; lay —, over¬ 
throw ; he~, crouch, be prostrate or dead 
or abased, keep quiet or out of the way, 
say nothing, bide one’s time; burn2 

12. ~'brow (colloq.), (one who is) not 
highly intellectual or cultured (opp. 
uiGHbrow); browed, lit., also (of rocks) 
beetling, (of building etc.) with — en¬ 
trance, gloomy; ~ celebration of Eucha¬ 
rist, without choir or assistant ministers; 
— comedian, actor in ~ comedy, in which 
subject & treatment border on farce; 
~-down, abject, mean, dishonourable; 
*~-down n. (si.), true facts, inside in¬ 
formation ; || —er boy, in —er school at 
public schools; —er case2 ; —er chamber, = 
—er House-, —er critie(ism), of the verbal 
or textual kind; —er deck, immediately 
over hold (II the —er deck, petty officers & 
men of the Navy or of a ship); —er Em¬ 
pire, later Roman Empire, usu. from 
Constantine; —er House, ~er branch of 
legislative assembly, e.g. House of Com¬ 
mons ; —er school in public schools, usu. 
forms below fifth; —er world, the earth, 
(also) hell; ~’land, (usu. pi.) —lying coun¬ 
try, (adj.)of or in this; Low'lands (-andz), 
part of Scotland lying S. & E. of High¬ 
lands, whence Low'landEB1^) n.; Low- 
land (adj.), of or in this; — Latin ; ~ life, 
that of the —er classes, whence —'Hved2 
(-V(l'), a.; — mass1; — pitch, — key or note, 
also slight angular elevation of roof, 
whence —pitchED2 a.; — pressure ; Low 
Sunday, Week, after Easter Day & Week; 
—£wing; hence —'erMOST (lo'er-), —'ish J(2) 
(lo'i-), aa., —'ness (lo'n-) n. 13. adv. In or 
to ~ or mean position (hangs —; aim or 
shoot — or —er; tackle — in football, catch 
at or below waist; bowed — ; never fell so 
— as that); on poor diet (live — for a time); 
for small stakes (play —); in — tone, on or 
to — note, (talk —; cannot get so —); (of 
date) late (find it as — as the ISth century); 
—born, of humble birth; —bred, of vulgar 
manners; ~ down, far down, also in mean 
or ungenerous way (esp. play it — down, 
or ~, upon, treat scurvily). 14. n. What 
is ~ ; an area of — barometric pressure; 
•a ~ level or figure. [ME lah (lag-) f- ON 
lagr, = MDu. lage, MHO Isege f. Gmc 
•Leg- (lie3)] 

low2 (16), v.i. & t., & n. 1. Utter cry (as) of 
cow, moo; say, utter forth, with —ing 
sound. 2. n. Cow’s cry. [OE hlowan,= 
OHO hluojen, f. Gmc *hlo- cogn. w. L 
clamare) 

low'er1 (lo'er), v.t. & i. Get or haul down; 
(naut., abs.) let down boat, haul down 
sail, etc. (freq. — away); diminish height 
of; sink, descend, slope downwards; 
diminish (price etc.), (of price etc.) come 
down; diminish (t. & i.) in intensity or 
pitch; degrade, disgrace; reduce bodily 
condition of (a ~ing diet), [f. lower comp, 
of LOW1] 

lower2. See lour. 

low'lly (16-), a. &adv. 1. Humble in feeling, 
behaviour, or condition, modest, unpre¬ 
tending. 2. adv. In ~y manner. Hence 
—Ily2 adv., —Iness n. [low1, -ly1- 2] 

loxodrom'lic, a. & u. Of oblique sailing 
or sailing by the rhumb; (n.) —ic line or 
table. Hence—icsn. [f. Ok loxos oblique, 
dromos course, -io] 

loy'al, a. & n. 1. True, faithful, to duty, 
love, or obligation (to); faithful in alle¬ 
giance to sovereign, government, or 
mother-country; enthusiastically devoted 
to sovereign’s person & family; exhibit¬ 
ing loyalty; hence —ism(3), —ist(2), nn., 
—ize(3) v.t., ~ly2 adv. 2. n. Person who 
remains — in time of disaffection. [16th 
c., f. F loyal, OF total etc. (see leal) f. L 
legalis legal ] 

loy'alty, n. Loyal temper or conduct. 
[c. 1400, f. OI<’ loialte (prec., -ty)] 

loz'enge (-j), n. rhomb, diamond figure, 
esp. as bearing in heraldry; — -shaped 
shield for spinster’s or widow’s arms; —- 
-shaped facet of cut gem; small tablet 
(orig. '—-shaped) of flavoured sugar, medi¬ 
cine, meat essence, etc., to be dissolved 
in mouth; ~-shaped pane in casement. 
[ME, f. OF losenge, perh. deriv. of Iber.- 
-Rom. *lausa, of. Pr. lausa tombstone] 

loz'enged (-jd), a. With lozenges of alter¬ 
nate colours; with lozenge panes, [-ed2] 

£.s.d. (61'Csde'), n. Pounds, shillings, & 
pence; money, riches; L. S.De'ism (joc.), 
money-worship. [L librae, solidi, denarii, 
pounds, shillings, pence] 

’It. See will1. 

lubb'er, n. Big clumsy stupid fellow, 
lout; clumsy seaman; ~’s hole (naut.), 
hole in platform of ship’s top (saving 
climbing by futtock shrouds); ~’s line 
(naut.), line marked on compass showing 
direction of ship’s head. Hence —like a., 

<—ly1’ 2 a. & adv., ~Hness n. [14th c., of 
obsc. orig.; cf. 16th c. (now dial.) lob 
bumpkin; dial. Sw. lubber; Da. lobbes 
clown; see lob] 

lub'ric|ate (166-, lu-), v.t. Make slippery 
or smooth by applying fluid or unguent; 
minimize friction of (machinery) with 
grease etc. (also fig.). Hence —ant (2) a. 
& n., —atOR, — a'tion, nn. [f. L lubricare 
(lubrieus slippery), -ate3] 

lubri'ci|ty (166-, lu-), n. Slipperiness, 
smoothness, oiliness, (lit. & fig.); lewd- 
ness, wantonness. So —ous (-shws), 
lub'ricous, aa. [f. F lubriciU or LL 
lubricitas (prec., -ty)] 

Luc'an (loo-, lu)-, a. Of St Luke. [f. LL 
Lucas Luke, -an] 

Lucca (look'd, luk'n), n. — oil, superior 
quality of olive oil. [—, in N. Italy] 

luce (loos, lus), n. Pike fish, esp. when 
full-grown. [ME, f. OF lus f. LL lucius] 

lu'cent (16b-, lu-), a. Shining, luminous; 
translucent. Hence Iu'cency n. [f. L 
luccrc shine (lux lucis light), -ent] 

|| luc6rn(e)' (loo-, lu-), n. Cloverlike plant 
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used for fodder, [f. F luzerne, f. Prov. 
luzerno glow-worm, w. ref. to the shiny 
seeds] 

Lucian'ic (loosl-), a. After the manner 
of Lucian, witty & scoffing, [f. Gk 
Lnukianos + -10] 

lu'cid (loo-, lu-), a. Bright (poet.); (en- 
tom., hot.) with smooth shining surface; 
clear, pellucid, (usu. fig. of reasoning, 
literary style, etc.); ~ interval, period of 
sanity between attacks of madness, or 
of quiet between disturbances. Hence 
or cogn. lucid'iTY n., ~ly2 adv. [f. F 
lucide, or L lucidus (lucent)] 

Lu'cifer (loo-, lu-), n. 1. (Planet Venus as) 
morning star. 2. (Supposed name, see 
A.V. & R.V. of Isa. xiv. 12, of) the chief 
rebel angel, Satan, the devil, (as proud as 
~). 3. Z~ (match), friction match (now 
rare). [L, light-bringing, morning star, 
(lux lucis light, -fer f. ferre bring)] 

lucif'ugous (loo-, lu-), a. (nat. hist.). 
Shunning daylight, [f. L lucifugus (prec., 
fugere flee), -ous] 

luck, n. 1. (Chance as bestower of) good or 
ill fortune, fortuitous events affecting 
one’s interests, person’s apparent ten¬ 
dency to be (un)fortunate, supposed ten¬ 
dency of chance to bring a succession 
of (un)favourahle events, (bad ~ to him 
etc. !, form of imprecation; as ~ would 
have it, fortunately or unfortunately; 
down on one’s ~, dispirited by misfortune, 
temporarily unfortunate; try one’s ~, 
make a venture at gaming-table or in 
anything; just my ~, usu. = I am unlucky 
as usual; worse ~, parenth., more’s the 
pity, unfortunately for me or us). 2. Good 
fortune, success due to chance, (have the 
~, be fortunate enough to; for~, to bring 
good ~; in, out of, ~ ; have no ~), whence 
~'less a., -^'lessNESS n. 3. ~-money, 
-penny, piece of money kept for ~, also 
sum returned by seller to buyer esp. in 
livestock sale. [ME, f. LG luk, f. MLG 
geluke, — MDu. ghelucke, MHG gel.ucke] 

luck'ily, adv. (As ordinary adv.) by luck 
(rare); (as qualification of sentence or 
clause) which is etc. a fortunate thing, 
thank goodness, (~ for me I was wrong-, 
on a snovj-slope which was ~ in good order). 
[foil., -LY2] 

luck'y1, a. Constantly attended by good 
luck, enjoying it on a particular occasion, 
having as much success or happiness as 
one deserves & more, (you’re a ~ dog, 
form of congratulation esp. to accepted 
lover; ~ beggar~ bargee !, of or to per¬ 
son in luck); right by luck, of the nature 
of a fluke, (~ guess, hit, shot); coming in 
the nick of time; presaging bringing, 
worn etc. for, good luck, well-omened, 
(~ penny, stone, day); —bag, -tub, at 
bazaars etc. containing articles of more or 
less value for one of which payer of small 
sum may dip. Hence luck'iNESS n. [-Y2] 

luck'y2, n. (sh). Cut one’s ~, decamp, 
make off. [orig. unkn.] 

luc'ratlve (loo-, lu-), a. Yielding gain, 
profitable. Hence ~ly2 adv., —ness n. 
[ME, f. L lucrativus (lucrari to gain, see 
foil., -ATIVE)] 

lucre (look'er, hi-), n. Pecuniary profit or 
gain (derog.); filthj/ [ME, f. OF, or L 
lucrum.] 

Lucretia (lookresh'a), n. Model of chas¬ 
tity, woman preferring honour to life, 
[see Livy i. 57-8] 

luc'ubratle (loo-, lu-), v.i. Express one’s 
meditations in writing; produce lucubra¬ 
tions. Hence—or, n. [f. L lucubrare work 
by lamplight (lux lucis light), -ate3] 

lucubra'tion (loo-, lu-), n. Nocturnal 
study or meditation; literary work esp. 
of pedantic or elaborate character, [f. L 
lucubratio (prec., -ation)] 

luc'ulent (loo-, lu-), a. (rare). Clear, con¬ 
vincing, lucid, (~ proof, instance, explana,- 
tion). Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L luculentus 
(lux lucis light, -LENT)] 

luc'us a non lucSn’do (loo-, lu-), n. Para¬ 
doxical derivation; (transf.) reference of 
effect to paradoxical cause, explanation 
by contraries. [L, = lucus (grove) is de¬ 
rived from luccre (shine) because it does 
not shine there] 

II lud. My ~,=my lord in representations 
of counsel’s pronunciation in addressing 
judge. 

Ludd'Ite, n. & a. (Member) of hand of 
mechanics (1811-16) who raised riots for 
destruction of machinery, [orig. doubt¬ 
ful; leaders were called Captain Ludd] 

lud'icrous (loo-, lu-), a. Absurd, ridicu¬ 
lous, exciting or deserving derision. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n., lud'icro- 
comb. form. [f. L ludicrus proh. f. 
ludicrum stage-play (ludere play)] 

lud'o (or loo-), n. Simple game played 
with dice & counters on special board. [L, 
= I play] 

lues (loo'ez), n. Plague, contagious 
disease, contagion, (~ Bosivellian'a, bio¬ 
grapher’s tendency to magnify his sub¬ 
ject, see boswell); <also ~ vevier’ea) 
syphilis, whence (irreg.) Iuet'ic (lobCt-) a. 
[L, genit. luis] 

luff, n., & v.i. & t. (naut.). 1. Side of fore- 
-&-aft sail next mast or stay; || broadest 
part of ship’s bow where sides begin 
to curve in. 2. vb. Bring ship’s head, 
bring head of (ship), nearer wind; turn 
(helm) so as to secure this; (yaclit- 
-racing) get windward side of (opponent; 
-ing-maich, struggle for this). [ME lof(e), 
loof, = MLG lof, LG, Da. luv, Du. loef; 
in ME app. a contrivance (e.g. an auxiliary 
rudder) for altering ship’s course; poss. 
rel. to ON lofi, Goth, lof a fiat hand] 

Luftwaffe (ldbft'vahfe), n. German Air 
Force. [G] 

lugl, n. Large marine worm used as bait. 
[orig. unkn.] 

lug2, n. = lug-sail. 

lug3, v.t. & i. (-gg-), & n. 1. Drag or tug 
(heavy object) with effort or violence; 
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(intr.) pull hard at; bring (subject etc.) 
irrelevantly in or into; force (person) 
along. 2. n. Hard or rough pull. [ME; cf. 
Sw. lugga pull person’s hair (hujg fore¬ 
lock)] 

lug4, n. || (Sc.) ear; (mech.) projection 
from a casting etc. by which it may be 
fixed in place, [prob. of Scand. orig.; cf. 
prec.] 

luge (lobzh), n., & v.i. 1. Short raised 
toboggan used in Switzerland. 2. v.i. 
Toboggan in this. [Swiss dial, wd] 

lugg'age, n. || Traveller’s baggage, port¬ 
manteaus, boxes, etc. [lug3, -aoe] 

lugg'er (-g-), n. Small ship with four- 
-cornered sails set fore & aft. [18th c., f. 
foil.] 

lug'sail (-si), n. Four-cornered sail bent 
on yard slung at a third or quarter of its 
length from one end. [17th c., of unkn. 
orig. ] 

lugub'rious (loo-, lu-), a. Doleful, dismal, 
mournful. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. 
L lugubris (lugere mourn), -ous] 

lukewarm (ldbk'wdrm, lu-), a. & n. 
Moderately warm, tepid; not zealous, 
indifferent, (n., ~ person). Hence ~ly2 
adv., *—-ness n. [ME, f. (dial.) luke, rel. to 
(dial.) lew (OE *hleow, OHG lao, ON 
hlfir)] 

lull, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Soothe or send to 
sleep by sounds or caresses, quiet (sus¬ 
picion etc.) usu. by deception; (usu. pass.) 
quiet (sea, storm); (of storm or noise) 
lessen, fall quiet; hence ~'ingLY2 adv. 
2. n. Intermission in storm lit. or fig. 
[ME, imit.; cf. Sw. lulla, Du. lullen] 

lull'aby, n., & v.t. Soothing refrain or 
song to put child to sleep; (vb) sing to 
sleep, [prec., -by as in bye-bye] 

lumbag'o, n. (pi. ~s). Rheumatic affec¬ 
tion in loins. Hence lumba'ginous a. 
[LL, f. L Iambus loin] 

lum'bar, a. & n. (Artery, vein, nerve, or 
vertebra) of or in loin, [prec., -ar1] 

lum'ber1, v.i. Move in clumsy blunder¬ 
ing noisy way (along, past, by, etc.). Hence 
~ing2 a., ~ingLY2 adv., ~some a. [ME 
lomere, perh. f. lome lame ] 

lum'ber2, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Disused 
articles of furniture etc. taking up room 
(~-room, in which such things are kept), 
useless or cumbrous material; superfluous 
fat; roughly prepared timber (—carrier, 
boat in —trade; ~jack, ~man; —mill, 
for sawing ~; ~man, feller, dresser, or 
conveyer of ~; —scaler, one who 
measures ~). 2. vb. Fill up inconve¬ 
niently, obstruct, (room, place; often 
up, over); heap together, treat, as ~ ; cut 
& prepare forest timber, whence ~er1 n. 
[poss. f. prec.; later assoc, w. obs. lumber 
pawnbroker’s shop] 

lum'bo-, comb, form of L lumbvs loin, as 
abdom'inal of loins & abdomen, 

lum'brical, a. & n. ~ muscle or ~, one of 
the muscles flexing fingers or toes. [f. L 
lumbricus earthworm, w. ref. to the shape] 

lum'inary (loo-, lu-), n. Natural light- 
-giving body, esp. sun or moon; person of 
intellectual, moral, or spiritual eminence, 
person of light & leading. [ME, f. OF 
luminaire or LL luminarium, -are (L 
lumen -inis light, -ary1)] 

luminif'erous (loo-, lu-), a. Producing or 
transmitting light, [prec.,-ferotjs] 

lum'inous (loo-, lu-), a. Emitting or full 
of light, bright, shining, (~ paint, phos¬ 
phorescent kiud making thing conspicu¬ 
ous at night), whence luminos'iTY n.; 
(of writers etc.) throwing light upon sub¬ 
ject. Hence ~ness n., ~iy2 adv. [ME, f. 
L luminosus (lumen -inis light, -ous)] 

lumm'e, int. (vulg.) of surprise or em¬ 
phasis. [= (Lord) love me] 

lump l, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Compact shape¬ 
less or unshapely mass (~ in throat, feeling 
of pressure caused by emotion; is a ~ of 
selfishness, is selfish through & through); 
great quantity, lot, heap; mass of clay 
or dough ready for moulding or bak¬ 
ing; protuberance, excrescence, swTelling, 
bruise; heavy dull person; in the ~, 
taking things as a whole, in gross, whole¬ 
sale; ~ sugar, loaf sugar broken or cut 
into ~s or cubes; ~ sum, covering number 
of items, also paid down at once (opp. 
instalments). 2. vb. Put together in one 
~, mass together, treat as all alike, 
disregard differences between or among, 
(together, with, in with, under title etc.); 
lay whole of (sum) on horse, event, etc.; 
rise or collect (intr.) into ~s; go heavily 
along, sit heavily down. [ME lump, of 
Scand. orig.; cf. Norw. & Sw. dial, lump 
block, stump, log. Da. lump(e) lump] 

lump2, n. Uncouth spiny-finned leaden- 
-blue fish clinging tightly to objects by 
sucking-disc on belly. [16th c. f. MDu. 
lompe, MLG lumpen (G lumpfisch); cf. Du. 
lomp heavy, clumsy ] 

lump3, v.t. Be displeased at, put up with 
ungraciously, (nowr only in if you don’t 
like it you may ~ it), [imit.; cf. dump, 
grump, etc.] 

lum'per, n. Labourer employed in (un)- 
loading cargoes; || small contractor taking 
work in the lump & giving it out in the 
piece; classifier v'ho avoids minute sub¬ 
division. [LUMP1, -ER1] 

lum'ping, a. (colloq.). Big, plentiful, (~ 
weight, good weight), [lump1, -ing2] 

lum'pish, a. Heavy & clumsy; stupid, 
lethargic. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[lump1, -ish1] 

lum'ply, a. Full of or covered with lumps; 
(of water) cut up by wind into small 
waves. Hence~iLY2adv.,~iNESSn. [-Y2] 

lun'acy (loo-, lu-), n. Being a lunatic, in¬ 
sanity (formerly of the intermittent kind 
attributed to changes of moon), (law) 
such mental unsoundness as interferes 
with civil rights or transactions I! (Com¬ 
mission of~, authorization of inquiry into 
person’s sanity; Commissioner in~, mem¬ 
ber of board of ten for inspecting asylums 
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etc.; Master in ~, officer investigating 
cases of alleged ~); great folly, [lunatic, 
-ACT ] 

lun'ar (ldo-, lu-), a. & n. 1. Of, in, as of, 
the moon (~ cycle ; ~ distance, of moon 
from sun, planet, or star, used in finding 
longitude at sea; ~ month, interval be¬ 
tween new moons, about 29i days, (pop.) 
period of four weeks; ~ nodes, at which 
moon’s orbit cuts ecliptic; ~ observation, 
finding of longitude by ~ distance; ~ 
politics, unpractical questions; ~ rainbow, 
made by moon’s rays); (of light, glory, 
etc.) pale, feeble; crescent-shaped, lunate, 
(esp. — bone in wrist); of or containing 
silver (from alchemists’ uso of tuna moon 
for silver; ~ caustic, nitrate of silver 
fused). 2. n. ~ distance or observation; 
~ bone. [f. L lunaris (tuna moon, -ar1)] 

lunar'ian (loo-, lu-), n. Inhabitant of 
moon; astronomer or navigator with 
special knowledge of the moon, [prec., 
-IAN ] 

lun'ate (lob-, lu-), a. (nat. hist.). Crescent- 
-shaped. [f. L lunatus (lima moon, -ate2) ] 

lun'atic (loo-, lu-), a. & n. Insane (per¬ 
son ; see lunacy), mad(man); (of actions 
etc.) outrageously foolish, frantic, mad; 
eccentric, foolish, (person); ~ asylum, 
hospital for reception & treatment of ~s 
(now mental home or hospital); ~ fringe, 
the more eccentric or visionary adherents 
of a political or other movement. [ME, 
f. LL lunaticus (luna moon, -ATIC)] 

luna'tion (loo-, lu-), n. Time from one 
new moon to next. [ME, f. med. L lunatio 
(prec., -ation)] 

lunch, n., & v.i. & t., lun'cheon (-chn), n., 
(-ch now usu. exc. in formal or ceremoni¬ 
ous use). 1. (With late diners) midday 
meal; (with midday diners) light refresh¬ 
ment taken between breakfast & dinner. 
2.vb (-ch). Take~; provide~ for. [(1) lunch, 
luncheon (in ICth c., a thick piece or hunk), 
app. f. lump, after hump, hunch, etc., w. 
luncheon as an extension (cf. punch, 
puncheon, etc.); (2) luncheon (17th c.) 
slight repast between meals; (3) lunch 
(19th c.) abbr. f. luncheon ] 

lune (loon, lun), n. (geom.). Figure formed 
on sphere or plane by two arcs enclosing 
space. [F, f. L luna moon] 

lunette' (lob-, lu-), n. Arched aperture in 
concave ceiling to admit light; creseent- 
-shaped or semicircular space in dome 
or ceiling decorated with painting etc.; 
(fortif.) work larger than redan, with 
two faces & two flanks; watch-glass of 
flattened shape; hole for neck in guillo¬ 
tine. [F (prec., -ette)] 

lung, n. Either of the pair of breathing- 
-organs in man & most vertebrates (good 
~s, strong voice); iron ; ~s of London 
etc., open spaces in or close to great city; 
~s of oak, ~wort; —-fish, having ~s as 
well as gills; '—•power, power of voice; 
'-’wort, plant of borage kind with white- 
-spotted leaves likened to diseased ~, 

(II also ~s of oak) kind of lichen supposed 
to be good for —disease. Hence -~ed2 

(-gd), ~'less, aa. [OF, lungen, MLG lunge, 
OHG lungun, ON lunga f. Gmc *lung-, 
cogn. w. light1] 

lunge1 (-j), longe (-unj), n., & v.t. 1. Long 
rope with which horse-breaker holds 
horse while he makes it canter in circle; 
circular exercise-ground for training 
horses. 2. v.t. Exercise (horse) with or in 
~. [f. F longe, ult. f. L longus long] 

lunge2 (-j), n., & v.i. & t. 1. Thrust with 
sword etc. esp. in fencing; sudden forward 
movement, plunge, rush. 2. vb. Make ~ 
in fencing, deliver blow from shoulder in 
boxing, (at, out)-, (of horse) kick out; 
drive (weapon, sting, etc.) violently in 
some direction; rush, make sudden start 
in some direction. [18th c. longe, aphetic 
f. earlier allonge, F, f. allonger lunge (d 
long long1)] 

lunisSl'ar (loo-, lu-), a. Of sun & moon (~ 
period, of 532 years between agreements 
of solar & lunar cycles; ~ year, with 
divisions regulated by changes of moon, 
& average length made to agree with 
sun’s revolution), [f. L luna moon, -I-, 
L sol sun, -ap.1] 

lunk'ah (-a), n. Kind of strong Indian 
cheroot, [f. Hind, lanka islands (of delta 
where the tobacco is grown)] 

luny. See loony. 

lup'inCe1) (lob-, lu-), n. Kinds of garden 
& fodder plant with long tapering spikes 
of blue, purple, white, or yellow flowers; 
(usu. pi.) seed of these. [ME, f. L lupinus] 

lup'ine2 (loo-, lu-), a. Of wolf or wolves, 
wolf-like. [f. L lupinus (lupus wolf, 
-ine l) ] 

lup'lus (loo-, lu-), n. Ulcerous disease of 
skin. Hence~oid, ~ous, aa. [L, = wolf] 

lurch1, n. Leave in the —, desert (friend, 
ally) in difficulties. [16th c. = state of 
score in some games in which winner was 
far ahead of loser, f. F lourche game like 
backgammon, also bad defeat in this] 

lulch2, n., & v.i. 1. Sudden lean to one 
side, stagger. 2. v.i. Make ~(es), stagger. 
[18th c., naut., of unkn. orig. ] 

lufeh'er, n. Petty thief, swindler; spy; 
II cross-bred dog between collie or sheep¬ 
dog & greyhound, used esp. by poachers, 
if. obs. lurch vb var. of lurk] 

lure, n., & v.t. 1. Falconer’s apparatus 
for recalling hawk (bunch of feathers, 
■within which it finds its food while being 
trained, attached to thong); something 
used to entice, decoy; enticing quality of a 
pursuit etc. 2. v.t. Recall (hawk) with ~; 
entice (person, animal; usu. away or into). 
[ME, f. OF luerre, f. WG Hoder = MHG 
luoder bait ] 

lur'id, a. Ghastly, wan, glaring, unnatural, 
stormy, terrible, in colour or combination 
of colours or lights (of complexion, land¬ 
scape, sky, lightning, thunder-clouds, 
smoky flame, glance, etc.; casts a — light 
on facts or character, explains or reveals 
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them in a tragic or terrible way); (bot. 
etc.) of dingy yellowish brown. Henco 
~ly'2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L luridus pale- 
-yellow] 

lurk, v.i., & n. Be hidden in, under, about, 
etc.; escape notice, exist unobserved, be 
latent; (n.) on the~, spying; ~ing-plaee, 
hiding-place, [northern ME, f. lour w. 

frequent, -k as in talk; cf. Norw. lurka 
sneak forth ] 

lu' scious (-shus), a. Richly sweet in 
taste or smell; sickly sweet, cloying; (of 
language or literary style) over-rich in 
sound, imagery, or voluptuous sugges¬ 
tion. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [orig. 
obsc.; perh. alt. of obs. licious, apbetic f. 
DELICIOUS] 

lush1, a. Luxuriant & succulent (of 
plants, esp. grass), [var. of obs. lash 
(15th c.), f. OF lasche lax] 

lush2, n., & v.t. & i. (si.). 1. Liquor, drink. 
2. vb. Ply with liquor; drink. [18th c. 
cant, of unkn. orig. ] 

lush'y, a. (si.). Drunk. [-Y2] 
lust, n., & v.i. 1. (Bibl., theol.) sensuous 
appetite regarded as sinful; animal desire 
for sexual indulgence, lascivious passion, 
whence~'FUL a.,~'fulNESS n.; passionate 
enjoyment or desire of (~ of battle, con- 
guest, accumulation, applause). 2. v.i. 
Have strong or excessive desire (usu. 
after or for). [OE, OS, OHG lust, Goth. 
lustusi. Gmc *lustuz] 

lus'tral, a. Of, used in, ceremonial puri¬ 
fication. [f. L lustralis (lustrum, -al)] 

lus'tr|ate, v.t. Purify by expiatory sacri¬ 
fice, ceremonial washing, or other such 
rite. So ~a'tion n. [f. L lustrare (lus¬ 

trum), -ATE3] 

lus'tre1 (-ter), n., & v.t. 1. Gloss, reful¬ 
gence, shining surface, brilliance, bright 
light, radiant beauty, whence ~less 

(-terl-), lus'trous, aa.,lus'trousLY2 adv.; 
splendour, glory, distinction, {add ~ to, 
throw or shed ~ on). 2. (Prismatic glass 
pendant of) chandelier. 3. Thin dress- 
-material with cotton warp, woollen woof, 
& lustrous surface; kind of wool with 
lustrous surface. 4. v.t. Put ~ on (cloth, 
pottery, etc.). [F (L lustrare illumine)] 

lus'tre2 (-ter), n. = lustrum. 

lus'trine, 'lus'tring, nn. Glossy silk 
fabric, [lustre1] 

lus'trum, n. (pi. -a, -urns). Period of five 
years. [L, orig. purificatory sacrifice 
after quinquennial census ] 

lus'tly, a. Healthy & strong; vigorous, 
lively. Hence ~ihood,~Ixess, nn.,~iLYa 
adv. [-Y2 ]_ 

lu'sus natur’ae (lob-, lu-), n. Sport or 
freak of nature, strikingly abnormal 
natural production. [L ] 

lu'tanist (loo-, lu-), n. Lute-player, [f. 
med. L lutanista {lutana lute ‘, -1ST)] 

lute1 (loot, lut), n. Guitar-like instrument 
used in 14th-17th centuries (rift within 
the~). [ME, f. OF lulh f. Arab. aVud] 

lute2 (loot, lut), n., & v.t. 1. Clay or 

lycanthropy 

cement used to stop hole, make joint 
airtight, coat crucible, protect graft, etc. 
2. v.t. Apply ~ to. Henco lu'tlNQ1^) n. 
[ME, f. OF lut n., luter vb, or L lutum 
mud, clay, lutare] 

lu'teo- (loo-, lu-), comb, form of L lutevs 
orange-coloured {lutum weld), as^ful'vous 
orange-tawny. 

lu'teous (loo-, lu-), a. (nat. hist.). Of deep 
orange yellow, [prec., -ous] 

lute'string (loots-, lu ), n. Glossy silk fab¬ 
ric. [app. assim. of lustring var. of 
lustrine to lute, string] 

Lutetian (lbbte'skn, lu-), a. Parisian, [f. 
L Lutetia ancient name of Paris, -an] 

Lu'theran (loo-, lu-), a. & n. (Follower) 
of Martin Luther (d. 1546), (member) of 
Church accepting the Augsburg con¬ 
fession. Hence ~ISM(3) n., ~ize(2) v.i., (3) 
v. t. [-AN] 

lux'|ate, v.t. Dislocate (joint etc.). So 
~a'tion n. [f. L luxare {luxus dislocated, 
-ate 3] 

luxfir'ilant, a. Prolific (lit., & of imagina¬ 
tion etc.); profuse of growth, exuberant, 
rank; (of literary or artistic style) florid, 
richly ornamented. Henco ~ance n., 
~anti,Y2 adv. [f. L luxuriare grow rank 
{luxuria luxury), -ant] 

luxur'iate, v.i. Revel, enjoy oneself, in 
or on; take one’s ease, be luxurious, 
[prec., -ate3] 

luxurious, a. Given, contributing, to 
luxury, self-indulgent, voluptuous, very 
comfortable. Hence ~iy'2 adv., ~ness n. 
[ME, f. OF f. L luxuriosus (foil., -ous)] 

lux'ury (-ksheri), n. (Habitual use of) 
choice or costly food, dress, furniture, 
etc.; thing that one enjoys; thing de¬ 
sirable but not indispensable; luxurious¬ 
ness. [ME, f. OF luxurie f. L luxuria 
{luxus abundance)] 

-ly1, suf. f. OE -lie, = OS -lilc, OHG -lich, 
ON -ligr, Goth, -leiks f. Gmc *-liko- 
(likam form). The suf. forms adjj. f. nn. 
w. sense having the qualities of {kingly, 
scholarly, soldierly), or w. sense of recur¬ 
rence {daily, hourly). 

-ly2, suf. forming adw., f. OE -lice, — OS 
-liko, OHG -licho, ON -liga, -lega, Goth. 
-leiko f. Gmc *-liko- (prec.) +adv. suf. -6. 
In Gmc an adv. in -ly implies the exist¬ 
ence of an adj. in -ly1; but even in OE 
the suf. (in the form -lice) was added to 
other adjj., & later became the usu. end¬ 
ing for adw. Down to 17th c. adv. -ly 
was added even to adjj. in -ly, the orig. 
-liko being thus doubly represented; these 
adw. in -lily are now avoided as awk¬ 
ward, & as the adv. use of the adj. {to live 
godly) is also avoided, adjj. in -ly have in 
ordinary use no corr. adv. Partly is a 
solitary formation on n. Wds in -le have 
-ly for -lely {feebly, supply, not feeblcly, 
supplely). 

lycan'thropy, n. Transformation of witch 
into a wolf; form of madness in which 
patient imagines himself some beast & 
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exhibits depraved appetites, change of 
voice, etc. [f. Gk lukanthropia (lukos 
wolf, anthropos man, -Y1)] 

lycee (les'a), n. State secondary school in 
France. [F; see foil. ] 

Lyce'um, n. Garden at Athens in which 
Aristotle taught, his philosophy & fol¬ 
lowers (cf. ACADEMY, GARDEN, PORCH); 
literary institution, lecture-hall, teaching- 
-place. [L, f. Gk LukeAon neut. of Lukeios 
epithet of Apollo (from whose neigh¬ 
bouring temple the ~ was named) ] 

lych. See lich. 
Lych'nis (-k-), n. Genus of plants includ¬ 
ing campion & ragged robin. [L, f. Gk 
lukhnis red flower (lukhnos lamp)] 

lyc'opod, -pod'ium, n. Clubmoss: (-ium 
only) fine powder from kind of ~ used as 
absorbent in surgery, & in making stage- 
-lightning. [-d anglicized f. -ium mod. L 
(Gk lukos wolf, pons podos foot)] 

lydd'ite, n. High explosive chiefly of 
picric acid used in shells. [Lydd in Kent, 
-ite 1 ] 

Lyd'ian, a. & n. (Language, inhabitant) 
of Lydia, ancient division of Asia Minor; 
~ mode: ancient Greek mode, reputedly 
effeminate in character; fifth of eccl. 
modes, with F as final & C as dominant, 
[f. L f. Gk Ludios, -an] 

lye, n. Water alkalized by lixiviation 
of vegetable ashes, any strong alkaline 
solution esp. for washing, any detergent. 
[OE leap, MDu. loglie, OHG louga, ON 
laug f. Gmc *laugu f. *lau- (cf. lather)] 

ly'ing1, n. In vbl senses of lie8’3; also: 
place to lie (soft, dry, ~); ~ in, being in 
childbirth (also attrib., as ~-in. hospital). 
[-ING1 ] 

ly'ing2, a. In vbl senses of lie2’3; esp.: 
deceitful, false, whence ~ly2 adv.; -~, 
placed, as low-~ land, [-ing2] 

II lyke-wake, n. Watch kept at night over 
dead body, [lich, wake2] 

lymefgrass (-ahs), n. Kind of grass 
planted on sand to keep it from shifting, 
[perh. f. lime1 w. ref. to its binding 
effect] 

lymph, n. Pure water (poet.); (physiol.) 
colourless alkaline fluid from tissues or 
organs of body, like blood but without 
red corpuscles; exudation from sore etc., 
(also vaccine ~) matter taken from cow- 
pox vesicles & used in vaccination, other 
morbid matter used for similar purposes. 
Hence ~'ous a. [f. L lympha water] 

lymphat'ic, a. & n. 1. Of, secreting, 
conveying, lymph, (~ gland, vessel; ~ 
system, these glands & vessels); (of 
persons or temperament) flabby-muscled, 
pale-skinned, sluggish, (qualities formerly 
attributed to excess of lymph). 2. n. 
Veinlike vessel conveying lymph, [in 
17th c. also ‘ frenzied ’, f. L lymphaticus 
mad (lympha, see prec.); now assoc, w. 
lymph (on anal, of spermatic etc.)] 

lynce'an a. Lynx-eyed, keen-sighted, [f. 
L f. Gk lugkeios (lugx lynx), -an ; often 

also w. ref. to Lynceus the keen-sighted 
Argonaut] 

lynch, n., & v.t. 1. ~ (or L~) law, pro¬ 
cedure of self-constituted illegal court 
that summarily executes person charged 
with flagrant offence; Judge L~, imagi¬ 
nary authority to whom sentences are 
attributed. 2. v.t. Execute (person) thus, 
[orig. U.S., earlier Lynch’s law, named 
after Captain William L— of Virginia, 
indemnified 1782 for illegally punishing 
persons] 

lynchpin. Var. of linchpin. 
lynx, n. Kinds of animal of the cat tribe 
with tufted ear-tips, short tail, spotted 
fur, & proverbially keen sight; ~ fur; ~- 
-eyed, sharp-sighted. [L, f. Gk lugx] 

Ly'on, n. (Also ~ King of Arms) chief 
herald of Scotland, [arch, for lion; named 
f. lion on royal shield ] 

Lyr'a, n. Northern constellation. [L, f. 
Gk lura lyre] 

Lyr'aid, Lyr'id, n. (usu. pi.). Meteor(s) 
radiating from Lyra about 20 Apr. [-id2] 

lyf'ate, a. (nat. hist.). Lyre-shaped. 
[-ATE2] 

lyre (lir), n. Obsolete instrument of harp 
kind but of size fit for holding up in left 
hand, & with strings supported by two 
symmetrically curved horns, chiefly used 
for accompanying voice; ~-bird, Austra¬ 
lian bird with —shaped tail. So lyr'lST(S) 
n., player on ~, (pr. U'r-) lyric poet. [ME, 
f. L f. Gk lura] 

ly'ric, a. & n. 1. Of or for the lyre, meant 
to be sung; of the nature of, expressed or 
fit to be expressed in, song (~ drama, 
opera); (of poem) expressing writer’s own 
thoughts & sentiments usu. at no great 
length & in stanzas or strophes, (of poet) 
writing in this manner. 2. n. ~ poem, 
(pi.) ~ verses. Hence —o- comb. form, 
[f. L f. Gk. lurikos (prec., -ic)] 

ly'rical, a. = prec.; resembling, couched 
in or using language appropriate to, lyric 
poetry. Hence ~ly2 adv. [-AL] 

ly'ricism, n. Lyric character or (w. pi.) 
expression; high-flown sentiments, [-ism] 

lys'ol, n. Saponified mixture of cresol 
(see creosote) & oil, soluble in water, 
used as disinfectant. [P; f. Gk lusis 
(liid loosen) + -ol] 

M 
M, m, (6m), letter (pi. Ms, M’s). (As 
numeral) 1,000, as MMCI 2,101, MCMLI 
1,951; (Print., m), = em. 

-m, -ma, -me, suf. in nn. taken f. Gk 
(-ma -malos), usu. expr. result of verbal 
action; as phlegm, poem, comma, coma, 
scheme, theme. Adjj. formed on these 
show the -at- of the Gk stem (phlegmatic, 
comatose). 

ma (mah), n. (vulg.). = mamma1. 
ma’am (mahm, mam, m’m), n. Madam 
(esp. used at Court in addressing Queen 
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or royal princess, pr. mAm, or by ser¬ 
vants, pr. m’m). 

maca'bre (-ahbr), a. Danse ~, dance of 
death; grim, gruesome. [15th c. -bree f. F 
macabri (mod. F, erron., macabre), con- 
ject. referred to Macabe Maccabee] 

macac'ol, n. Monkey of genus Macacus. 
[Port., = monkey] 

macac'52, n. Kinds of lemur, [f. F 
(Buffon) mococo, of unkn. orig. ] 

macad'am, a. & n. 1. (Of roads) made in 
the manner & with the materials advo¬ 
cated by J. L. McAdam (d. 1836), i.e. 
with successive layers of broken stone of 
nearly uniform size, each subjected to 
pressure before next is laid. 2. n. Such 
material; TAR~ ; tarmac. ilenee~lzE v.t., 
•~iZA'T10N n. 

macaron'li, n. 1. Wheaten paste formed 
into long tubes, used as food; cheese, 
savoury pudding of ~i & cheese baked. 
2. (hist.). 18th-c. exquisite affecting conti¬ 
nental tastes, whence ~ism n. [f. It. 
maccaroni, f. late Gk makaria barley food ] 

macaron'ic, a. & n. pi. (Verses) of 
burlesque form containing Latin (or 
other foreign) words & vernacular words 
with Latin etc. terminations; medley, [f. 
prec. + -IC ] 

macaroon', n. Small cake or biscuit of 
ground almonds, white of egg, sugar, etc. 
[f. F macaron (as macaroni)] 

macass'ar, a. & n. ~ (oil), kind of hair 
oil. [f. Mangkasara, in island of Celebes] 

macaw'1, n. Kinds of parrot, [f. Port. 
macao; cf. Tupi macamtana] 

macaw'2, n. Kinds of palm. [prob.Carib] 
Maccabe'an, a. Of the Maccabees, Jewish 
princes who freed Judaea from tyranny 
of Antiochus Epiphanes, c. 166 B.c. [f. 
LL f. Gk Makkabaios + -as ] 

macc'aboy, -baw, n. Kind of snuff, usu. 
scented with attar of roses, [f. Macouba, 
district in Martinique] 

mace1, n. (Hist.) heavy usu. metal- 
-headed & spiked club; staff of office re¬ 
sembling this; —bearer, official carrying 
this staff; stick used in bagatelle. [ME, 
f. OB’ masse f. Rom. *mattea] 

mace2, n. Dried outer covering of nut¬ 
meg, as spice. [ME roads (taken as pi., 
whence mace), f. OF mads, f. L macir] 

ma'cedoine (-gdwahn), n. Fruit or vege¬ 
tables in jelly as a dish or as cook’s 
material. [F] 

ma'cer|ate, v.t. & i. Soften by soaking; 
waste away by fasting. So ~a'tion n. [f. 
L macerarc, see -ate3] 

mach. See mach (numbers). 
machan' (-ahn), n. (Anglo-Ind.). Ele¬ 
vated platform used in tiger-shooting 
etc. [Hind.] 

machete (-at'a), n. See matchet. 

Machiavell'li (-ki-), n. Unscrupulous 
schemer; one who practises duplicity in 
statecraft, whence ~ian a., ~ism n. [f. 
Niccold Machiavelli (d. 1527), Florentine 
statesman, author of work del Principe, in 

which unscrupulous statecraft is thought 
to be advocated] 

machic'ol|ate, v.t. Furnish (parapet etc.) 
with openings between supporting cor¬ 
bels for dropping stones etc. on assailants. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [18th c., f. OB’ mctehe-, 
machicoler] 

machicoulis (mahshlkool'I), n. Machico¬ 
lation. [f. F mdchicoulis] 

mach'in|ate (-k-), v.i. Lay plots, intrigue. 
So ~a'tion, ~at0R, nn. [f. B’ machiner or 
L machinari contrive (foil., -ate3)] 

machine' (-shen), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Appa¬ 
ratus for applying mechanical power, 
having several parts each with definite 
function (the kind often being specified, 
as sewing, printing, —); bicycle, tricycle; 
bathing-~ (see bathe1); person who acts 
mechanically & without intelligence, or 
with unfailing regularity; (mech.) instru¬ 
ment that transmits force or directs its 
application, as simple. ~, one without 
parts, e.g. lever; controlling political 
organization; ~-gun, mounted gun 
mechanically loaded & fired, delivering 
continuous fire, (v.t.) shoot at with — 
-gun; —made, made by ~ (occas. derog.); 
~ tool, mechanically operated tool for 
working on metal, wood, and plastics. 
2. vb. Make or operate on with ~ (esp. of 
sewing & printing); use [F, f. L 
maehina f. Gk mekhave f. mekhos con¬ 
trivance, cogn. w. MAY1] 

machi'nery (-she-), n. Machines; work of 
a machine, mechanism; contrivances, 
esp. supernatural persons & incidents, 
used in literary work. [f. prec. +-EEY] 

machi'nist (-she-), n. One who makes or 
controls machinery; one who works (esp. 
sewing-) machine, [f. as prec. +-ist] 

mach (num'ber) (mahx), n. Ratio of the 
speed of a body to the speed of sound in 
the surrounding atmosphere. [E. Mach, 
Austrian physicist (d. 1916)] 

mac(k), n. (colloq.). Mackintosh, [abbr. ] 
mack'erel, n. Sea-fish used as food & 
approaching shore in shoals in summer 
to spawn; ~ breeze, gale (strong, & 
so favourable to ~-catching); ~ sky 
(dappled with small white fleecy clouds). 
[ME, f. AI<' maker el, OF maquerel] 

mac(k)'intosh, n. Waterproof material of 
rubber & cloth for garments, esp. that 
patented by C. Macintosh (d. 1843); 
cloak, coat, of this. 

ma'cle, n. Twin crystal; dark spot in 
mineral. [F, f. macula] 

Macon (mahkawn'), n. Wine produced in 
the neighbourhood of ~ in B’rance. [place ] 

macra'me (-rahml), n. B'ringe, trimming, 
of knotted thread or cord. [prob. f. 
Turk, maqrama towel] 

mac'ro-, comb, form of Gk makros long, 
large, as; ~cephal'ic, long, large, -headed; 
~cosm, the great world, the universe, (cf. 
microcosm), any great whole; ~meter 
(-0mL), instrument for measuring distant 
objects; ~scop'ic, visible to naked eye. 



macron ' 

mac'ron, n. Mark placed over vowel (5,) 
to show that it is long. [Gk, neut. adj. 
as prec.] 

mac'ul|a, n. (pi. ~ae). Dark spot in sun; 
spot in mineral; spot. esp. permanent 
one, in skin, whence ~ak1 a., ~a'tion n. 
[LI 

mad \ a. (-dd-). Out of one’s mind, insane; 
(of person or conduct) wildly foolish; 
like ~, furiously, violently, as I ran like 

~; wildly excited, infatuated, (after, 

about, for, on, thing, subject, etc.); 
(colloq.) annoyed, as I was rather ~ at 
missing my train; (of animals) rabid; 
(prov.) ~ as a March hare, as a hatter; 

extravagant, wild, in gaiety; ~'cap, 
wildly impulsive person; ~-doctor (treat¬ 
ing the ~); ~'ftouse, lunatic asylum; 

man, ~'woman, ~ person. Hence 
~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. [f. OE gemeed(e)d 

p.p. of *gemse.den f. gcmdd mad, corresp. 
to OS aimed, OHG gameit, Goth, gamaiths 

(crippled) f. Gmc *maidh-] 
mad2, v.t. & i. (-dd-; rare). Make mad; be 
mad, act madly, as the ~ding crowd (as 
quot. from Gray’s Elegy, now often taken 
as = distracting), [f. prec.] 

mad'am, n. Polite formal address to 
woman; (euphem.) brothel-keeper. [ME, 
f. OF ma dame my lady ] 

madame (mudahm', mitd'om; pi. mes- 

dames pr. mildahm'). F form of prec. as 
title or form of address; >i~ Tussaud’s 

(tdbsoz'), show in London of waxwork 
figures of celebrated & notorious persons 
(often w. ref. to the chamber of horrors 

in it), [as prec.] 
madd'en, v.t. & i. Make, become, mad; 
irritate. Hence ~lngLY2 adv. [f. mad 1 + 
-EN6] 

madd'er, n. Herbaceous climbing plant 
with yellowish flowers; dye got from this. 
[OE meedere, rel. to ON mathra (Sw. 
madra, Norw. modra), MLG, MDu. 
me.de] 

made, a. P.p. of make. Special uses: ~ 
dish (of several ingredients); ~ gravy 

(artificially compounded); a ~ man, one 
whose success in life is assured; (of per¬ 
son etc.) well, stonily, loosely, powerfully, 

— (built, formed). 
Madeir'a (-eia), n. Island in Atlantic 

Ocean; white wine there produced; ~ 
cake, kind of sponge-cake. [Port., f. I, 
materia matter, timber from its thick 
woods] 

mademoiselle (madamazCl', & see Ap.), 
n. (pi. mesdemoisellcs, pr. madmwazei'). 
Unmarried Frenchwoman; French gover¬ 
ness. [F ] 

mad'ia, n. Plant allied to sunflower; ~ 
oil (got from its seed, & made into cake 
for cattle), [f. Chil. modi] 

madonn'a, n. (Picture, statue, of) Virgin 
Diary; ~ lily (white, as in pictures of 
M~). [It. (ma = mia my + donna lady f. 
L domino.)) 

madr&s'ah (-a), mSdrSss'eh (-a), n. 

maggot 

Mohammedan college. [Arab. (-sah) f. 
darasa v. study ] 

mad'relpore, n. Kinds of perforate 
corals; animal producing these. Hence 
~pd'ric,'-~pdr'iFORM, aa. [F. f. It. madre- 

pora (madre mother +poro, coral-like but 
porous substance)] 

mad'riglal, n. Short amatory poem; 
part-song for several voices, prop, with 
elaborate contrapuntal imitation & with¬ 
out instrumental accompanimont. Hence 
~al'lAN a. [f. It. -gale, of unkn. orig. ] 

maduro (mahdoor'o), a. (Of cigars) full- 
-flavoured. [Sp., = matured] 

Maecen'as, n. Generous patron of litera¬ 
ture or art. [~, patron of Horace & Virgil] 

maerstrom (mal-), n. Whirlpool on W. 
coast of Norway: great whirlpool (lit. & 
fig.), [early mod. Du., f. malen grind, 
whirl, -}-stroom stream] 

maen'ad, n. Bacchante, [f. L f. Gk 
ma.inas -ados f. mainomai rave] 

magstos' o (mah-), adv. (mus.). Majesti¬ 
cally. [It. ] 

mags' tro (mah-), n. (pi. -ri, pr. -e). Great 
musical composer, teacher, or conductor. 
[It.] 

Mae' W6st (mil), n. (si.). Airman’s life- 
-jacket. [person] 

maff'ick, v.i. Exult riotously, [back 
formation f. Mafeking (relief of which in 
1900 was celel} rated extravagantly in 
London etc.), treated as gerund ] 

mafl'a (mahfe'a), n. Hostility to law & its 
ministers among Sicilian population, often 
shown in crimes; those who share in this. 
[Sicil. ] 

II mag1, n. (si.). Halfpenny, [orig. unkn.] 
mag2, n. (Short for) magneto (esp. in 

comb., as ~-generator). 

magazine' (-zen), n. 1. Store for arms, 
ammunition, & provisions, in time of 
war; store for gunpowder or other ex¬ 
plosives ; ~ gun (with chamber contain¬ 
ing supply of cartridges fed automatically 
to the breech). 2. Periodical publication 
(now usu. illustrated) containing articles 
by various writers, [f. F magasin f. Arab. 
makhazin pi. of makhzan storehouse 
(khaza.na store up)] 

Mag'dalen, -iene, n. Reformed prosti¬ 
tute. [Mary Magdalene, of Magdala (Luke 
viii. 2) identified with the sinner of Luke 

vii. 37. Magdalen College, Oxford, & 
Magdalene College, Cambridge, are pr. 
mawd'lin ] 

Magdalen'ian, a. (archaeol.). Of the 
(latest) palaeolithic period represented 
by remains found at La Madeleine, Dor¬ 
dogne, France, [-ian] 

mage, n. (arch.). Magician; learned 
person, [f. OF mage magus ] 

magen'ta, n. & a. 1. Brilliant crimson ani¬ 
line dye, discovered soon after battle at 
M~ in N. Italy (1859). 2. adj. Coloured 
with or like ~. 

magg'ot, n. Larva, esp. of cheese-fly & 
bluebottle; red~, larva of wheat-midge; 



Magi 733 

whimsical fancy, esp. ~ in one’s head. 

Hence ~Y2 a. [ME; app. alt. form of 
maddock, early ME malheh f. ON mathkr, 
see mawkish ] 

Ma'gi. See magus. 

Ma'gian, a. & n. (One) of the Magi; 
magician. Hence ~ism(3) n. [-ian] 

ma'gic, a. & n. (Of) the pretended art 
of influencing course of events by occult 
control of nature or of spirits, witchcraft; 
black, white, natural, (involving in¬ 
vocation of devils, angels, no personal 
spirit); inexplicable or remarkable in¬ 
fluence producing surprising results; ~ 
square, one divided into smaller squares 
containing each a number, so arranged 
that sum of a row, vertical, horizontal, or 
diagonal, is always same; ~ lantern, 

optical instrument throwing magnified 
image of glass picture on white screen in 
dark room; ~ mirror (in which future or 
distant scenes are presented to spectator). 
Hence ~al a., ~aliY2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
magique a. & n. f. L magicus a., LL 
magica n. f. Gk magikos (as magus, see 
-!C) ]_ 

magi'eian (-shn), n. One skilled in magic, 
wizard, conjuror. [ME, f. OF magicien 

(as pree., see -ician) ] 

magilp'. See megilp. 

Maginot line (mah'zheno), n. French 
fortified line on Franco-German frontier 
before the 1939-45 war. [person] 

magisterial, a. Of, conducted by, a 
magistrate; invested with authority; 
dictatorial; (of opinions) authoritative. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. LL magisterialis f. 
LL magisterius (as master) ] 

magis'tral, a. Of a master or masters, 
as the ~ staff (of a school); (pharm., of 
remedy etc.) devised by physician for 
particular case, not included in the phar¬ 
macopoeia (cf. OFFICINAL). [F, or f. L 
magistralis (as master, see -al)] 

ma'gistr|ate, n. Civil officer administer¬ 
ing law; justice of the peace. Hence or 
cogn. ~acy, ~atesmp, ~atURE, nn. [ME, 
f. L magistratus -us (orig. office of) magis¬ 
trate (as prec., see -ate1)] 

Maglemos'ian (-z-), a. Of the early 
European culture illustrated by articles 
found at Maglemose in Denmark, [-ian ] 

mag'ma, n. (pi. ~fa, ~s). Crude pasty 
mixture of mineral or organic matters; 
one of supposed fluid strata under solid 
crust of earth. [L f. Gk (masso knead, 
root mag-, see -m)] 

Mag'na C(h)(il't,a (k-), n. Great charter 
of English personal Sc political liberty ob¬ 
tained from John in 1215. [med. L ] 

magnal'ium, n. Light tough alloy of 
aluminium & magnesium, [magn(esium) 

+ al(uminium) + -ium ] 
magnan'imous, a. High-souled, above 
potty feelings. Hence or cogn. magna- 

nim'lTY n., ~ly2 adv. [f. L magnanimus 

(magnus great + animus soul) + -ous ] 
mag'nate, n. Great man; wealthy or 

magnificat 

eminent man. [f. LL magnas -atis (mag- 
nvs great)] 

magne'si|a (-sha), n. Oxide of magne¬ 
sium; (pop.) hydrated magnesium car¬ 
bonate, white powder used as antacid & 
cathartic. Hence ~an (-shn) a. [ME, f. 
med. L, f. Gk magnesia (lithos stone) of 
Magnesia, (1) loadstone, (2) perh. talc] 

magnes'ium (or -shyum), n. Metallic 
element, present in magnesia; ~ flare, 

light, blindinglightgot by burning~ wire, 
[f. prec., see -ium] 

mag'net, n. Piece of iron or ore having 
the properties of attracting iron & of 
pointing north & south when suspended, 
natural (as in loadstone) or induced by 
contact with a ~, by induction, or by 
electric current; horse-shoe ~ (in shape 
of bar bent till ends nearly meet); = 
load'stone; (fig.) thing that attracts. 
[ME, f. OF magnete or L f. Gk Magnes 

-etos (lithos stone) of Magnesia] 
magnet'ic, a. & n. 1. Having properties 

of magnet; producing, produced by, act¬ 
ing by, magnetism; ~ equator, aclinic 

line; ~ mine, submarine mine detonated 
by approach of large mass of ~ material, 
e.g. ship; ~ needle, north; capable of 
receiving properties of, or being attracted 
by, loadstone; (fig.) very attractive; 
mesmeric. 2. n. pi. Science of magnet¬ 
ism. Hence magnet'iCALLY adv. [f. F 
-ique or LL magneticus (prec., -ic)] 

mag'netism, n. Magnetic phenomena; 
natural agency producing these; ter¬ 

restrial ~, magnetic properties of the 
earth as a whole; animal~, = mesmerism ; 
(fig.) attraction, personal charm. So 
mag'netiST(3) n. [-ism] 

mag'nf:tite, n. Magnetic iron oxide. 
[-ITE] 

mag'netiz|e,-is!e (-iz), v.t. Give magnetic 

properties to; attra ct (lit. & fig.) as magnet 

doe3; mesmerize. Hence~A'TiON n. [-ize] 

magnet'o, n. (pi. ~s). An electric genera¬ 

tor using magnets which are independent 

of the current produced (esp. type of 

igniting-apparatus of internal-combus¬ 

tion engines producing the required 

intermittent high-tension current inde¬ 

pendently of a battery). [abbr. of 

magn eto-electric] 
magnet'o-, comb, form of Gk magnes 

magnet- magnet, as: ~-elec'tric, (of 
electric generators) using magnets which 
are independent of the current produced, 
so r^-electri'eity; ~graph, instrument 
recording movements of meter (-5m'-) 
(instrument measuring magnetic forces, 
esp. terrestrial magnetism), 

mag'netron, n. (phys.). Thermionic tube 
for generating very high frequency oscil¬ 
lations. [f. MAGNET+(ELEC)TP.ON] 

magnif'ic(al), aa. (arch.). Magnificent, 
sublime, [f. F magnifique or L magnificus 

(magnus great, see -fic) +-al] 
magnif'icat, n. Hymn of Virgin Mary 

in Luke i. 46-55, used as canticle, & 



magnificent 
beginning thus. [L, 3rd sing, of magnifl- 

care magnify] 

magnif'ic|ent, a. Splendid, stately; 
sumptuously constructed or adorned; 
splendidly lavish; (colloq.) fine, excellent. 
Hence or cogn. ~ENCE n., ~entLYa adv. 
[OF, f. L magnificent- stem seen in comp. 
& sup. of magnificus magnific] 

magnif'ico, n. (pi. ~es). Venetian mag¬ 
nate; grandee. [It., as magnific] 

mag'ni|fy, v.t. Increase apparent size of 
(thing), as with lens or microscope; ex¬ 
aggerate; (rare) increase; (arch.) extol. 
Hence or cogn. ~fica'tion, ~fiER '(2), nu. 
[ME, f. L magnificare (magnus great, see 
-fy), partly thr. OF ] 

magnil'oqulent, a. Lofty in expression; 
boastful. Hence ~ence n., ~entLY2 adv. 

[f. L magnilo'iuus (magnus great + -logwus 

-speaking) +-ent] 
mag'nitude, n. Largeness; size; impor¬ 
tance; first, seventh, etc., ~, classes of 
fixed stars arranged according to degree 
of brilliancy, (fig.) of the first ~ (impor¬ 
tance). [ME, f. L magnitudo (magnus 

great, see -ttjdf.)] 

Magnol'ia, n. Genus of trees or shrubs 
cultivated for foliage & flower, [f. P. 
Magnol, botanist (d. 1715), -ia1] 

mag'num, n. (Bottle containing) two 
quarts (of wine or spirits). [L, neut. of 
magnus great2 

mag'num bon'um, n. Large yellow 
cooking plum; kind of potato. [L wds = 
large good ] 

magnum opus. See opus. 

mag'ple, n. 1. European bird with long 
pointed tail & black-&-white plumage; 
idle chatterer; variety of pigeon. 2. (Rifle 
shot that strikes) outermost division but 
one of target, [f. mag abbr. of Margaret 

-f PIE1] 

mag'us, n. (pi. -gi, pr. -ji). Member of 
ancient Persian priestly caste; sorcerer; 
the (three) Magi, the 4 wise men ’ from 
the East who brought offerings to the in¬ 
fant Christ. [L, f. Gk magos f. OPers. 
magus] 

Magyar, n. & a. 1. (mbd'yar). (Member, 
language) of the people now predominant 
in Hungary. 2. (mag'yar). ~ (blouse), 

blouse with sleeves cut in one piece with 
main part of garment, [native] 

Muhabharata (mahhahbah'rata), n. An 
ancient Hindu epic. [Skr. ] 

Maharaja(h) (mah-harahj'a), n. Title of 
some Indian princes. [Hind, (maha great 
4-rajah)] 

Maharanee (mah-harahn'i), n. Mahara¬ 
jah’s wife. [Hind, (maha great, rani 

queen)] 
Mahat'ma (rno-h-), n. (esoteric Bud¬ 

dhism). One of a class of persons with 
preternatural powers, supposed to exist 
in India & Tibet; pop. prefixed as title in 
India to names of exalted personages, esp. 
Gandhi, [f. Skr. mahatman (maha great + 
atinan soul)] 

mail 

Mahd'i, n. Spiritual & temporal leader 
expected by Mohammedans (often ap¬ 
plied to leaders of insurrection in Su¬ 
dan), whence Mahd'(i)iSM(3) n. [f. Arab. 
mahdiy he who is guided right, p.p. of 
hada guide] 

mah-jong(g)', n. A Chinese game for 
four played with 144 pieces called tiles, 
adopted in Europe & America c. 1923. 
[Chin., = sparrow's] 

mahlstick. See maulstick. 

mahog'any (mo-b-), n. Wood of a tropical 
American tree, much used for furniture, 
& taking high polish; the tree; dining- 
-table (have one’s knees under person’s ~, 
be dining with him); the colour of ~, 
reddish-brown, (often attrib.). [orig. 
unkn. ] 

Mahom'etan (ms-li-). See mohammedan. 

Mahound' (ma-hdond), n. (arch., joc.). 
Mohammed, [f. OF Mahun short for 
Mahomet] 

mahout' (ma-howt), n. Elephant-driver, 
[f. Hind, mahaut ] 

Mahratt'a (mara-), n. Member of a war¬ 
like Indian race. [Hind. Marhalta] 

mah'seer, n. Large Indian freshwater 
game fish. [Hind, mahasir] 

maid, n. Girl; young unmarried woman; 
spinster; old elderly spinster, (also) 
round game at cards; (also servant) 

female servant, as house-, nurse-, lady’s-, 

~, ~ of all work; ~ of honour, unmarried 
lady attending on queen or princess, (also) 
kind of cheesecake. Hence ~'ISH1 a.,~'Y3 

n. [early ME, shortened f. maiden] 
ruaidan (midahn'), n. (Anglo-Ind.). Open 
space in town; parade-ground. [Pers. 1 

maid'en, n. & a. 1. Girl; spinster; (hist.) 
kind of guillotine used at Edinburgh; = 
~ over. 2. adj. Unmarried; ~ name, (be¬ 
fore marriage); (of female animals) un¬ 
coupled; (of horse) that has never won 
prize, (of race) open to such horses; (of 
plant) grown from seed; (of soldier, 
sword, etc.) untried; II ~ assize, one at 
which there are no cases for trial; (crick.) 
~ over (in which no runs are scored); ~ 
speech, M.P.’s first speech in the House; 
~hair, kinds of fern with fine hairlike 
stalks & delicate fronds; ~head (-hgd), 
virginity. Hence ~hood n., ~isnl, ~like, 

-LY1, aa. [OE msegden, dim. (-EN2) f. 
meegeth = OS magath, OI1G rnagad, Goth. 
magaths, Gmc *magalhiz] 

maieut'ic (mau-), a. (Of Socratic mode of 
inquiry) obstetric, serving to bring out a 
person’s latent ideas into clear conscious¬ 
ness, pertaining to intellectual midwifery, 
[f. Gk maieutikos f. maieuomai act as 
midwife (maia), see -ic] 

mail1, n. Armour composed of rings or 
chain-work, defensive armour for the 
body, as chain, plate, ring, —. [ME, f. OF 
maille f. L macula spot, mesh ] 

mail2, v.t. Clothe (as) with mail; the 

~ed fist, (fig.) physical force, [f. prec.] 
mail3, n., & y.t. 1. Bag of letters for con- 
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maim 

veyance by post; this system of convey¬ 
ance, the post, (esp. for foreign letters); 
the ~, all that is so conveyed on one 
occasion; ~ (train), train carrying this; 
||~-carf, cart for carrying ~ by road, 
(also) light vehicle for carrying children; 
~-coach, (now) = ~-car(, (formerly) stage- 
-coach for entire conveyance of ~; ~ 
order, order for goods sent by post (~- 
-order firm, firm doing business on this 
system); fan 3~. 2. v.t. Send (letters etc.) 
by post. [ME & OF male wallet f. WG 
(= OHG) *malha] 

maim, v.t. Mutilate, cripple, (lit. & fig.). 
[ME maynhe See. f. OF mahaignier See., of 
unkn. orig.] 

main1, n. (In game of hazard) number 
(5, 6, 7, 8, or 9) called by caster before 
dice are thrown; match between cocks. 
[16th c., app. spec, application of main3] 

main2, n. Physical force (only in with 

might & ~); Spanish ~; (poet.) high sea; 
in the ~, for the most part; principal 
channel, duct, etc., for water, sewage, 
etc. [OE maegen, OS megin, OHG magan, 

ON magn, megin f. Gmc *mag- may v. ] 
main3, a. 1. Exerted to the full, as by ~ 
force-, chief in size or extent, as the ~ 
body (of army etc.); principal, most im¬ 
portant, as the ~ point (in argument), II ~ 
line (of railway), whence ~'iy2 adv.; 
have an eye to the ~ chance (one’s own 
interests). 2. (naut.). ~ brace (attached 
to ~ yard, esp. splice the ~ brace, serve 
extra rum ration); ~ deck, (in man-of- 
-war) deck next below spar deck, (in 
merchantman) upper deck between poop 
& forecastle; ~'mast, principal mast; 
~'sail (-sal, -si), (in square-rigged vessel) 
sail that is bent to the ~ yard, (in fore-&- 
-aft rigged vessel) sail set on after part of 
~mast; ~'stay, stay from —top to foot 
of foremast, (fig.) chief support; ~'top, 

platform above head of lower ~ mast; 
~ yard, yard on which '--sail is extended. 
3. ~’land, extent of land excluding the 
neighbouring islands; spring, principal 
spring of watch, clock, etc., (fig.) chief 
motive power or incentive; *M~ Street, 

principal street of a town (esp. alius., as 
M~-street ideals). [ME, f. ON meginn, 

megn adj.; partly f. OE maegen- (prec.) in 
compp. ] 

maintain' (or mCn-), v.t. Carry on, keep 
up, (war, contest, action at law, condition, 
position, attitude, relations, correspon¬ 
dence); cause (person etc.) to continue 
in (condition, possession of thing, etc.); 
support (life, one’s state in life) by nour¬ 
ishment, expenditure, etc.; furnish (ona- 
self, children) with means of subsistence; 
keep (road etc.) in repair; back up (cause, 
party); assert as true (opinion, statement, 
that). Hence '■—able a. [ME, f. OF main- 

lenirf. Rom. *manutenere f. hmanu lenere 

hold in the hand] 
maintenance, n. Maintaining; enough 
to support life; cap of cap, hat, worn 

majusctile 

as symbol of official dignity or carried 
before sovereign etc.; (law) offence of 
aiding a party in litigation without law¬ 
ful cause. [ME,f. OF(as prec., see -ance)] 

maison(n)6tte' (-z-), n. Small house; 
part of a house let separately (not neces¬ 
sarily all on one floor). [F (-nn-), dim. of 
maison house] 

rnaitre d’h&tel (roatr dotcl'), n. Major- 
-domo; hotel manager. [F, = house¬ 
master] 

II maize, n. Indian com, its grain, [f. Sp. 
maiz, of Cuban orig. ] 

majes't|ic, a. Possessing grandeur, impos¬ 
ing. Hence ~ically adv. [f. foil. + -ic] 

maj'esty, n. Impressive stateliness of 
aspect, bearing, language, etc.; sovereign 
power; (in speaking to or of sovereign) 
(Your, His, Her, Af~, you, he, she, as 
Your M~ forgets that with the best of in¬ 

tentions it is scarcely in your M~’s (or 
your) penver to miss your train)-, repre¬ 
sentation of God (the Father or Son) 
enthroned within aureole. [ME, f. OF 
majeste f. L majestatem (as major2, see -ty) ] 

Majlis', n. Persian parliament. [Pers. ] 
majol'ica, maio- (-yb-), n. Kinds of 
glazed & ornamented Italian ware; 
modern imitation of these. [f. It. 
maiolica, f. former name of Majorca] 

maj'or \ n. Officer next below lieutenant- 
-colonel & above captain (also in army 
si. for sergeant—). Hence —ship n. [F, 
short for sergent-major] 

maj'or2, a. & n., & v.i. 1. Greater (not 
foil, by than) of two things, classes, etc.; 
~ prophets ; ~ epilepsy, epilepsy proper; 
~ suit (bridge), spades or hearts; (log.) 
~ term (that enters into predicate of 
conclusion of syllogism), ~ premiss (con¬ 
taining ~ term); ~ axis of conic section 
(passing through the foci); (mus., of 
intervals) greater by chromatic semi¬ 
tone than minor intervals, as ~ third, (of 
keys) in which scale has a ~ third; ~ 
part, majority (of); (mil.) ~-general (see 
officer), sergeant-'--' ; bugle, drum, pipe, 

trumpet, ~ (head bugler etc. of unit); 
II (in schools) Brown, Smith, ~ (the elder 
or first to enter school); of full age. 2. n. 
Person of full age; (log., ellipt. for) ~ 
term or premiss (7 deny your ~); 'stu¬ 
dent's special subject or course (v.i., take, 
or qualify, in a ~); ~-dom'd (pi. -os), chief 
official of Italian or Spanish princely 
household, house-steward. [L, compar. 
of magnus great] 

majo'rity, n. 1. Greater number or part 
(of); the (great) ~, the dead, esp. join the 

(great) ~, die; absolute ~ of votes, more 
than half number of electors or actual 
voters; number by which votes cast on 
one side exceed those on other. 2. Full 
age, as attained his ~. 3. Office of MAJOR *. 
[f. F majority f. med. L majoriiatem (as 
prec., see -ty)] 

majii.s'culle, a. & d. (palaeogr.h Large 
(letter), whether capital or uncial. Hence 
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~ar1 a. [F, f. L majuscula (Jittera letter, 
dim. of major)] 

make1, v.t. & i. (made). 1. Construct, 
frame, as Ood made man (a rational crea¬ 
ture), bees — cells of wax, you were made 
for this work', pipes are made (consist) 
of clay. 2. ~ good, sure. 3. Compose, 
draw up, (book, will). 4. Prepare (tea, 
coffee, beds); ~ hay ; ~ (arrange & light 
materials for) a fire. 5. Cause to exist, 
bring about, (disturbance, sport, noise, 
one’s mark in the world, a corner in 
wheat); ~ no bones; ~ fun, game, of, 
trifle with, treat with ridicule; ~ (con¬ 
clude treaty of) peace; — (give) place, 
room, way (for others); ~ one’s way, pro¬ 
gress. 6. Result in, as it —s a difference; 
* find ’ ■—s (becomes) in the past tense 
‘ found ’. 7. Establish, enact, (distinc¬ 
tions, rules, laws); ~ friends. 8. Get 
together (a house 1, quorum); ~ a bag, kill 
number of game; ~ a book, arrange series 
of bets on some event; ~ water1. 9. ~ a 
habit of it, cause it to become one, so ~ an 
example l, exhibition, fool, beast (of oneself, 
person); ~ a night of it, carry it (festivity 
etc.) on through the night. 10. ~ of, 
conclude to be the meaning or character 
of (can you — anything of it ?; what am I to 
— of your behaviour ?); — much, little, the 
best, etc., of, derive much etc. advantage 
from, (also) attach much etc. importance 
to, so~ light 4 of; — a hash2 of. 11. Enter¬ 
tain, feel, (doubt, scruple, of, aboul); 
~ head or tail of. 12. (Naut.) discern, 
come in sight of, (also) arrive at; (si.) 
catch (a train etc.); it, succeed in 
traversing a certain distance, (fig.) be 
successful. 13. Amount to, as 2 & 2 — 4; 
constitute, as one swallow does not — a 
summer; form, be counted as, (this —s the 
tenth time; will you — one of the party ?); 
serve for, as this —s pleasant reading. 14. 
Become, turn out to be, as she will — a 
good wife. 15. Gain, acquire, (money, a 
living, one’s fortune); (cards) win (trick), 
play (card) to advantage, (also) shuffle 
(cards, or abs.). 16. Proceed (towards etc.), 
also w. for (— for home). 17. ~ sail, set sail, 
(also) spread additional sail. 18. Secure the 
advancement of, cf. made ; ~ ormar, cause 
success or ruin of. 19. Cause to be, as ~ 
it hot, ~ oneself a martyr, — oneself 
scarce, ~ him a duke; convert into. 20. 
Consider to be, (what do you — the time ?; 
I ~ it 5 miles). 21. Cause, compel, (with¬ 
out to in act.), as ~ him repeat it, but he 
was made to repeat it. 22. ~ believe, 
pretend (to do, that); ~ do, manage with 
(something) as an inferior or temporary 
substitute; what bird do you — (consider) 
that to be ?; he —s Richard die (represents 
him as having died) in 1026. 23. Wage 
(war). 24. Execute (bodily movement, 
bow, face1, leg). 25. Perform (journey 
etc., & with many nn. expr. vbl action, as 
acquisition, attempt, blunder, start, ven¬ 
ture); — (eat) a good breakfast; — head1. 

love. 26. Accomplish (distance, knots, 
etc..). 27. ~ as if one had, pretend one has; 
~ bold, free1, merry. 28. (Of flood or 
ebb tide) begin to flow or ebb. 29. ~ 
after, pursue; ~ against, be unfavourable 
to; ~ (hasten) away; — away with, get rid 
of, kill, squander; ~ for, conduce to 
(happiness etc.), confirm (view), proceed 
towards, assail; ~ off, run away, decamp, 
(often with stolen goods etc.); ~ out, draw 
up, write out, (list, document, cheque), 
get together with difficulty, as articles 
put in to —1 out a volume, (try to) prove, as 
how do you — that out ?, you — me out (to 
be) a hypocrite, understand, as I can’t — 
him out, can’t — out what he wants, decipher 
(handwriting etc.), distinguish by sight, 
as I made out a figure in the distance; ~ 
over, transfer possession of (thing to per¬ 
son), esp. by assignment; ~ up, supply 
(deficiency), complete (amount, party), 
compensate, as ~ up lost ground, — up for 
lost time, we must — it up to (compensate) 
him somehow, compound, put together, 
(medicine, hay into bundles, butter, etc.), 
sew together (coat etc.), get together 
(company, sum of money), arrange (type) 
in pages, compile (list, account, docu¬ 
ment), concoct (story), (of parts) compose 
(whole), prepare (actor) for his part by 
dressing, false hair, etc., apply cosmetics 
(to), arrange (marriage etc.), settle (dis¬ 
pute), ~ it up, be reconciled, ~ up one’s 
mind to, decide to (do), resolve upon 
(course); ~ up to, court, curry favour with. 
30. \\—'bate (arch.), breeder of strife; ~- 
-believe, pretence; peace, peacemaker; 
—‘’shift, temporary substitute or device; 
— -up, disguise of actor, cosmetics etc. 
used for this, making up of type, type 
made up; (cosmetics for) woman’s facial 
decoration; person’s character & tem¬ 
perament; —’weight, small quantity 
added to ~ up weight, (also fig. of per¬ 
sons), (fig.) unimportant point added to ~ 
case seem stronger. [OE macian, OS 
makon, OHG mahhon f. WG *makojan f. 
*mak- fit, suitable, cogn. w. match1] 

make2, n. (Of natural or manufactured 
thing) style of structure or composition; 
mental or moral disposition; American 
—, made in America; is this your own — 
(made by you)?; on the — (si.), intent on 
gain; (electr.) making of contact, position 
in which this is made, esp. at —; || ~ & 
mend (naut.), a period of leisure or no 
fixed duties for the hands (orig. for work 
on their clothes), [f. prec. ] 

mak'er, n. In vbl senses, esp. the, our, 
etc., M-, the Creator; (arch.) poet. 
[-_erM 

mak'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp.; be the — 
of, ensure success or favourable develop¬ 
ment of; (pi.) earnings, profits; (pi.) 
essential qualities, as he has the —s of a 
general; *(pl.) paper & tobacco for 
rolling a cigarette, [-ing1] 

mal- pref. = F mal f. L male badly, in 
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sense (1) bad(ly), as maltreat, (2) un-, as 
maladroit. 

Malacc'a, n. Town & district on Malay 
peninsula; ~ cane., rich-brown walking - 
-cane, from stem of a palm, 

mal'achite (-kit), n. Hydrous carbonate 
of copper, green mineral taking high 
polish, [f. OF melochite (Gk malakhe 
mallow, see -ite1)] 

mal'aco-, comb, form of Gk malakos soft, 
as: ~derm, soft-skinned animal (esp. of 
sea-anemones & of one division of rep¬ 
tiles); ~logist, ~logy, (-611), student, 
science, of molluscs; ~ptery'gian a. & n., 
soft-finned (fish). 

maladjust'ment, n. Faulty adjustment. 
[MAL-] 

maladmimstra'tion, n. Faulty adminis¬ 
tration. [MAL- ] 

mal'adroit, a. Clumsy, bungling. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [F (mal- +adroit)] 

mal'ady, n. Ailment, disease, (lit. & fig.). 
[ME, f. OF maladie f. malade sick f. pop. 
L male habitus (male ill + habitus p.p. of 
habere have)] 

mdl'a fid'e, adv. & a. (Acting, done) in 
bad faith. [L ] 

Mal'aga, n. Seaport in S. Spain; white 
wine from this. 

Malagas'y, a. & n. (Language, in¬ 
habitant) of Madagascar, [used in native 
lang., but prob. of foreign orig. ] 

mal'aise (-z), n. Bodily discomfort, esp. 
without development of specific disease; 
also fig. [F (OF mal bad + aise ease)] 

mal'amute, mal'e-, n. An Eskimo dog. 
[name of Alaskan Eskimo tribe] 

mal'anders, mall'en-, n. pi. Scabby 
eruption behind knee in horses. [ME, f. 
OF malandre f. L malandria] 

mal'ap^bt, a. & n. (arch.). Impudent, 
saucy, (person). [ME, f. OF (mal- + apert 
— espert expert) ] 

mal'aprop(ism), n. Ludicrous misuse of 
word, esp. in mistake for one resembling 
it (e.g. a nice derangement of epitaphs for 
arrangement of epithets). Hence mala- 
prOp'iAN a. [f. Airs Malaprop in Sheri¬ 
dan’s Rivals] 

malapropos' (-po), a,dv., a., & n. (Thing) 
inopportunely (said, done, or happening), 
[f. F mal a propos (mal ill, see apropos)] 

mal'ar, a. & n. (Bone) of the cheek, [f. 

L mala jaw, see -ar1] 
malar'|ia, n. Kinds of intermittent Sc re¬ 
mittent fever caused by bite of mosquito, 
which conveys the germs; unwholesome 
atmosphere caused by exhalations of 
marshes, to which these fevers were 
formerly referred. Hence ~ial, ~Ian, 
~ious, aa. [f. It. mal’ aria bad air] 

Malay', a. & n. (Language, member) of 
a people predominating in Malaya & 
Eastern Archipelago; ~ fowl, large 
domestic variety. Hence —AN a. & n. [f. 
native malayu] 

Malaya'lam (-yah-), n. Language of 
Malabar, [native ] 

mal'content, a. Sc n. Discontented (per¬ 
son), (one) inclined to rebellion. [F (mal-) ] 

m&l de mer' (milr), n. Seasickness. [F] 
male, a. & n. 1. Of the sex that begets off¬ 
spring or performs the fecundating func¬ 
tion (used of persons or animals, & of 
plants whose flowers contain only fecun¬ 
dating organs, also of plants to which sex 
was once attributed on account of colour 
etc., as ~ fern, commonest lowland fern); 
of men or ~ animals; (of parts of machin¬ 
ery etc.) designed to enter or fill the 
corresponding female part, as ~ screw; ~ 
(masculine) rhyme. 2. n. ~ person or 
animal. [ME, f. OF, f. L masculus (mas 
male, see -cule) ] 

male- in comb. = L male ill. 
maledic't|ion, n. Curse. So ~ory a. 

[ME, f. L maledictio f. MALE(dicere dicl- 
speak), see -ion, malison ] 

mal'efactor, n. Criminal: evil-doer. So 
malefac'tioN n. [ME, f. L, f. MALE(/ocere 

fact- do), see -or] 
malef'Ic, a. (Of magical arts etc.) harm¬ 
ful, baleful, [f. L MALE(/ier<s -fic)] 

malef'ic|ent, a. Hurtful (to); criminal. 
So ~ence n. [f. L altered stem of male- 
ficus MALEFIC; cf. MAGNIFICENT] 

malev'ollent, a. Desirous of evil to others. 
Hence or cogn. ~ence n., ~entLY- adv. 
[16th c. mail- f. (obs.) F mali- f. L mali-, 
male(volens part, of velle wish)] 

malfeas'lance (-ez-), n. (law). Evil-doing, 
esp. official misconduct. So ~ant a. Sc n. 
[AF, f. OF mal(faisant part, of faire do f. 
L facere), see -ance] 

malfdrm|a'tion,n. Faulty formation. So 
~ED'(-md')a. [mal-] 

mal'ic, a. (chem.). ~ acid (derived from 
apple & other fruits), [f. F malique f. L 
malum apple, see -ic ] 

mal'Ice, n. Active ill-will; desire to tease; 
bear ~ (to), cherish vindictive feelings 
(against); (law) wrongful intention, esp. 
as increasing guilt of certain offences, 
esp. murder; ~ prepense. So mali'cious 

(-shws) a., mali'ciousLY2 (-shus-) adv. 
[ME, f. OF, f. L malitia (malm bad, see 
-ice) ] 

malign'1 (-in), a. (Of things) injurious; 
(of diseases) = malignant; malevolent. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF maligne or 
L malignus (nuilus bad, cf. benign)] 

malign'2 (-in), v.t. Speak ill of, slander. 
[ME, f. OFmalignier or LL malignare con¬ 
trive maliciously, as prec. ] 

malig'n|ant, a. & n. 1. (Of disease) very 
virulent or infectious (now usu. denoting 
definite variety of disease, as ~ant 
cholera); harmful; feeling or showing 
intense ill-will. 2. (hist.). Supporter of, 
supporting, Charles I against Parliament. 
Hence ~ancy n., ~antLY2 adv. [f. LL 
part, as prec. ] 

malig'nity, n. Deep-rooted ill-will; (of 
diseases) malignant character. [ME, f. 
OF malignile or L malignitas (as malign1, 

see -ty)] 
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mallng'er (-ngg-), v.i. Pretend, produce, 
or protract, illness in order to escape duty 
(esp. of soldiers, sailors, etc.). Hence 
~ERl n. [f. F malingre sickly, of obsc. 
orig. ] 

mal'ism, n. Doctrine that it is a bad 
world, [f. L malus bad +-ism] 

mal'ison(-sn,-zn),n.(arch.). Curse. [ME, 
f. OF maleison malediction] 

mall (mawl, mal), n. Sheltered walk as 
promenade, II esp. the (mal) in St 
James’s Park, London, orig. alley for 
game of pall-mall ; (hist.) this game, alley 
for it, mallet for it. [special use of 
MAUL1 ] 

mall'ard, n. Wild drake or duck; its 
flesh. [ME, f. OFmal(l)art, of obsc. orig.] 

mall'eable, a. (Of metals etc.) that can 
be hammered or pressed out of form 
without tendency to return to it or to 
fracture; (fig.) adaptable, pliable. Hence 
malleann/iTY n. [ME, f. OF, f. L mat- 

leave hammer (malleus), see -RLE] 
mall'emuck, moll'ymawk, n. Fulmar, 
petrel, or similar bird. [f. Du. mallemok 

(mal foolish 4-mok gull) ] 
mall'et, n. Hammer, usu. of wood; im¬ 
plement for striking croquet or polo ball. 
[ME, f. OF maillet, dim. as maul1] 

rnall'eus, n. Bone of ear transmitting 
vibrations of tympanum to incus. [L, = 
hammer] 

mall'ow (-6), n. Wild plant with hairy 
stems & leaves & purple flowers; garden 
varieties of this. [OE meahiwe f. L malva] 

malm (mahm), n. Soft chalky rock; 
loamy soil from disintegration of this; 
fine-quality brick made originally from ~, 
marl, or similar chalky clay. [OE mealm, 

cogn. w. OS, OHG melm dust, ON malmr 
ore, Goth, malma sand f. mel- grind 
(MEAL1)] 

malmais'on (-z-), n. Kind of carnation. 
[M~, palace of empress Josephine] 

malmsey (mahm'zl), n. Strong sweet 
wine from Greece, Spain, etc. [ME, f. 
med. L malmasia (in MDu., MLG mal- 

mesie, -eye, MHG malmasier), f. later var. 
of Gk Monemvasia in the Morea; see 
MALVOISIE ] 

malnutrition, n. Insufficient nutrition. 
[mal-] 

malod'orous, a. Evil-smelling, [mal-] 

malprac'tice, n. Wrongdoing; (law) 
physician’s improper or negligent treat¬ 
ment of patient; (law) illegal action for 
one’s own benefit while in position of 
trust, [mal- ] 

malt1 (mawlt), n. Barley or other grain 
prepared for brewing or distilling; extract 

of ~ (as food for invalids); ~ liquor 

(made from ~ by fermentation, not 
distillation, e.g. beer, stout); —house 

(for preparing & storing ~); ~-worm, 

(fig.) toper. [OE mecdt, OS malt, OHG 
malz, ON uialt f. Gmo *malt- cogn. w. 
MELT] 

malt2 (mawlt), v.t. & i. Convert (grain) 

into malt; (of seeds) come to condition of 
malt from germination’s being checked 
by drought, [f. prec.] 

Mal'ta(maw-),n. IslandinMediterranean; 
~ fever, complicated fever common in ~. 

Maltese' (mawltez), a. & n. (pi. same). 
(Language, native) of Malta; ~ cat, dog, 

fancy kinds; ~ cross L [-ese ] 
mal'tha, n. Cement of pitch & wax or 
other ingredients. [L f. Gk] 

Malthus'ian (-z-), a. & n. (Follower) of 
T. R. Malthus (d. 1835) who advocated 
moral restraint (pop. understood as 
abstention from marriage) as means of 
checking increase of population. Hence 
~ism (-zhon-) n. [-ian] 

mal'tlng (maw-), n. In vbl senses; also, 
malt-house, [-ing1] 

mal'tose (maw-), n. (chem.). Sugar pro¬ 
duced from starch-paste by action of 
malt. [F (MALT +-OSE2)] 

maltreat', v.t. Ill-treat. So~MENTn. [f. 
F mal (trailer treat)] 

maltster (mawl(t)'ster), n. One who makes 

malt, [-ster] 

malva'ceous (-shws), a. Of the genus 
Mallow, [f. L malvaceus (as mallow, 

-aceous)] 

malversa'tion, n. Corrupt behaviour in 
position of trust; corrupt administration 
(of public money etc.). [F, f. malverser f. 
L male badly +versari behave frequent, of 
vertere vers- turn, see -ation ] 

malvoisie' (-vwcize'), n. = malmsey. [ME, 
f. OF malvesie (mod. -voi-) f. med. L 
malvasia, var. of malmasia; see malmsey] 

mam'ba, n. (Kinds of) venomous African 
tree sna.ke. [f. Kaffir m’namba] 

mam'elon, n. Rounded eminence. [F, = 
nipple f. mamelle breast f. mamilla] 

Mam'eluke (-dok), n. (hist.). Member of 
military body (orig. Caucasian slaves) 
that seized throne of Egypt in 1254; (in 
Mohammedan countries) slave, [ult. f. 
Arab, mamluk slave (malaka possess)] 

mamill'la, n. Nipple of female breast; 
nipple-shaped organ etc. So mam'Il- 

Iary1, mam'illATE2(2), mam'illatED1, 

~Iform, aa. [L, dim. of mamma2] 

mam(m)a'1 (-ah), n. Mother (used esp. 
by children), [instinctive] 

mamm'la2, n. (pi. ~ae). Milk-secreting 
organ of female in mammals; correspond¬ 
ing structure in males. Hence ~ary1, 

mammir'EROus, ~Iform, aa. [L] 
mamm'al, n. One of foil, class, [f. foil.] 
Mammal'ta, n. pi. Class of animals hav¬ 

ing mammae for nourishment of young. 
Hence mammal'iAN a. & n., mam- 
m&L'OGiST, mammaL'OGY, nn. [neut. pi. 
of LL mamrmdis (as mamma2, see -al)] 

mammalif'erous, a. (geol.). Containing 
mammalian remains, [f. prec. + -ferous ] 

mammee', n. Tropical American tree 
with large yellow-pulped fruit, [f. Sp. 
mamey f. Haytian] 

mamm'on, n. Wealth regarded as idol 
or evil influence; the worldly rich; the ~ 
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of unrighteousness, wealth ill used or ill 
gotten. Hence ~isn1 a., ~ism, ~ist, ~ite, 
nn. [f. LL mam(m)ona f. Gk mamdnas f. 
Aram, mamon riches; see Matt. vi. 24, 
Luke. xvi. 9-13] 

mamm'oth, n. & a. 1. Large extinct ele- 
plant. 2. adj. Huge. [f. Russ, nvirmnot ] 

mamm'y, n. Child’s word for mother; 
•coloured woman in charge of white 
children, [f. mam (instinctive) + -Y3 ] 

man1, n. (pi. min). 1. Human being (a ~ 
& a brother, fellow ~); (in indefinite or 
general application) person, as any, no, 

some, few, men; (all) to a all without 
exception. 2. The human race (~ is born 
unto trouble-, ~ is a political animal). 
3. Inner, miter, ~, spiritual, material, 
parts of (joc.) interior, esp. stomach, 
exterior, of ~; new, old, ~. 4. Adult 
male, opp. to woman, boy, or both; ~ <£■ 
boy (adv.), from boyhood upwards. 5. (As 
impatient or lively vocative) nonsense, 
~ ! hurry up, ~ (alive)!; (j oc. or endearing) 
little ~, young boy. 6. One, as what can a 
~ do in such a case? 7. Individual (male) 
person, as ~ for~, between ~ <& ~, 5/- per 
~ ; as a—', viewed simply in regard to his 
personal character; if you want noise, he is 
your ~ (can supply you); I’m your ~ 
(accept your offer etc.); be one’s own ~, 
be free to act, (also) be in full possession 
of one’s faculties, senses, etc.; every ~ 
jack1. 8. (In comb., denoting one who 
follows profession, uses Implement, trades 
in article, etc.) clergy~, post~, brake-~, 
pen~, rag-&-bone- ~; best *, handy, ~. 
9. ~ eminently endowed with manly 
qualities, as be a, play the, ~. 10. Hus¬ 
band, in ~ & wife. 11. (Hist.) vassal; 
~servant, valet; workman, as the em¬ 
ployers locked out the men. 12. (Usu. pi.) 
soldiers, esp. common soldiers. 13. Piece 
in game of chess, draughts, etc. 14. ~ of 
straw. 15. (In comb.) ship, as —of-war, 
armed ship belonging to a country’s 
navy, india~, merchant^. 16. ~ of the 
world ; ~ Friday, servile follower, facto¬ 
tum, (name given by Robinson Crusoe to 
his servant); ~ about town, || London 
society idler; <■—at-arms, soldier, esp. 
heavy-armed & mounted; ~- (male) child; 
~-eater, cannibal, biting horse, —eating 
shark or tiger; handle, move by force 
of ~ alone, (si.) handle roughly; hole, 
opening in floor, sewer, etc., for~ to pass 
through; ~-hour, work done by one ~ in 
one hour; ~ in the moon, semblance of ~ 
in moon, esp. as type of imaginary per¬ 
son; the ~ in (*or on) the street, tho 
ordinary ~ (esp. as opp. experts on the 
matter in question); —milliner; ~ of 
Kent (see Kentish) ; ~ of letters ; power, 
amount of men available for military or 
other service; servant, male servant; 

slaughter, slaughter of human beings, 
(Law) criminal homicide without malice 
aforethought; ~’trap (for catching men, 
esp. trespassers). Hence ~'less a. [OE 

Mancunian 

man(n), OS, OHG man, ON mathr, Goth. 
manna, f. Gmc *mann-, *mannon-] 

man2, v.t. (-nn-). Furnish (fort, ship, etc.) 
with men for service or defence; (naut.) 
place men at (part of ship); fill (post); 
fortify spirits or courage of (esp. oneself). 
[OE mannian, as prec.] 

man'acle, n. (usu. pi.), Sc v.t. 1. Fetter 
(prop, for the hand; also fig.). 2. v.t. 
Fetter with ~s. [ME, f. OF manicle 
handcuff f. L manicula dim. of manus 
hand] 

man'age1, n. (arch.). Training of horse; 
trained movements of horse; riding- 
-school. [f. It. maneygio, as foil. ] 

man'age2, v.t. & i. Handle, wield, (tool 
etc.); conduct (undertaking etc.); control 
(household, institution, State); take 
charge of (cattle etc.); subject (person, 
animal) to one’s control; gain one’s ends 
with (person etc.) by flattery, dictation, 
etc., whence man'agiNG2 (-nlj-) a.; con¬ 
trive (to do, often iron., as he ~d to 
muddle it); succeed in one’s aim (often 
with inadequate material etc.); (with can 
or be able to) cope with, make proper use 
of, as can you ~ another slice? Hence 
~aBiL'iTY, ~ableNESS, nn., ~able a., 
~abLY2 adv., (-Ija-). [f. It. maneggiare f. 
Rom. *manidiare (manus hand)] 

man'agemcnt (-Ijm-), n. In vbl senses; 
also or esp.: trickery, deceitful contri¬ 
vance; the ~, governing body, board of 
directors, etc. [-ment] 

man'ager (-nij-), n. Person conducting a 
business, institution, etc. (esp. general~); 
II member of either House of Parliament 
appointed with others for some duty in 
which both Houses are concerned; good, 
bad, etc., ~ (of money, household affairs, 
etc.); || (law) person appointed, usu. by 
Court of Chancery, to manage a business 
for benefit of creditors etc. Hence ~ess l, 
~ship, nn., manager'iAL a. [-er1] 

man'akm, n. (Kinds of) brightly-coloured 
small tropical American bird. [var. of 
MANIKIN ] 

manatee', n. Large aquatic herbivorous 
mammal, sea-cowT. [f. Sp. manati f. Carib 
manattoui ] 

Man'chester, n. II ~ goods, cotton textiles 
(sold in~ department of a shop); ~ School, 
adherents of the doctrines of free trade 
& laissez-faire (name given by Disraeli to 
Cobden & Bright Sc their followers), 
[place] 

manchineel', n. W.-Ind. tree with 
poisonous milky sap & acrid fruit, [f. F 
mancenille f. Sp. manzan(iU)a f. L matiana 
kind of apple f. Roman gens Malia] 

man'ciple, n. Officer who buys provisions 
for college, inn of court, etc. [ME. f. OF, 
f. L mancipium = (in med. L) office of 
manceps buyer (manus hand-f capere 
take) ] 

Mancan'ian, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of 
Manchester, [f. L Mancunium Man¬ 
chester, -an ] 



-mancy 740 

-mancy, suf. f. OF -mancie f. LL f. Gk 
manteia divination, = divination by —; 
see -OY. 

Mandae'an, a. & n. (Member, language) 
of agnostic sect surviving in Iraq. 
[f. Aram, manda knowledge] 

mandam'us, n. || Judicial writ issued 
from Queen’s Bench Division as command 
to inferior court. fL, = we command] 

man'darin *, n. Chinese official in any of 
9 grades (hist.); standard spoken Chinese; 
party leader who lags behind the times; 
nodding toy figure in Chinese costume; ~ 
duck, small Chinese duck noted for its 
bright plumage, [f. Port, mandarim f. 
Malay f. Hind, mantri f. Skr. manlrin 

counsellor ] 
man'darin2, -ine (-en), n. Small flat 

deep-coloured orange; colour of this (got 
from coal-tar); a liqueur. [F (-ine); perh. 
f. prec. w. ref. to his yellow robes] 

man'datary, n. (law). One to whom a 
mandate is given (for spec, sonse see foil.). 
[f. LL mandatarius (foil., -ary1)] 

man'date1, n. Judicial or legal com¬ 
mand from superior; commission to act 
for another, esp. one from League of 
Nations to a State (the mandatary) 

to govern a people not qualified for 
independence; (poet.) command; papal 
rescript; (law) contract by which manda¬ 
tary undertakes to perform gratuitously 
some service in respect of thing com¬ 
mitted to him; (after F mandat) political 
authority supposed to be given by 
electors to (party in) parliament, [f. 
L mandatum, neut. p.p. of mandare com¬ 
mand (manus hand + dare give) ] 

mandate'2, v.t. Commit (territory etc. to 
mandatary), [f. prec.] 

man'datory, a. & n. 1. Of, conveying, 
a command, compulsory. 2. n. = manda¬ 

tary. [f. LL mandatorius (as prec., see 
-ORY)]_ 

man'dible, n. Jaw, esp. lower jaw in 
mammals & fishes; upper or lower part of 
bird’s beak; (in insects) either half of 
upper pair of jaws. So mandib'ulAR1, 
mandib'ulATE2(2), aa. [f. F or LL mandi- 
bula (mandere masticate) ] 

mandol'a, -or'a, n. Kind of mandolin or 
lute. [It., var. of pandora] 

man'dolin(e), n. Musical instrument of 
lute kind with paired metal strings, 
played with plectrum. [F (-ine), f. It. 
mandolino dim. of prec. ] 

mandrag'ora, n. = foil., esp. as type of 
narcotic (Shak. Othello in. iii. 330). [ME 
also -oras, f. L (LL -ora) f. Ckmandrayoras] 

man'drake, n. Poisonous plant with 
emetic & narcotic properties, with root 
thought to resemble human form & to 
shriek when plucked. [ME mandrag(g)e, 

shortened f. prec., assoc, w. drake 
dragon] 

man'drel, -il, n. (In lathe) axis to which 
work is fixed while turned; cylindrical 
rod round which metal or other material 

mangrove 

is forged or shaped; (dial.) miner’s pick, 
[orig. unkn., cf. F mandrin] 

man'drill, n. Large, hideous, & ferocious 
baboon, [prob. man 1 + drill3] 

man'duc|ate, v.t. Chew, eat. So~a'tion 

n., ~atoiiY a. [f. L mandueare (mandere 

chew), see -ate3] 
mane, n. Long hair on neck of horse, lion, 
etc. (also fig. of person). Hence (-)manED2 
(-nd), ~'less (-nl-), aa. [OE manu, OHG 
mana, ON m<?n f. Gmc *mano] 

manage, -ege, (mcsnazh'), n. Riding- 
-school; movements of trained horse; 
horsemanship. [F (-&ge), as manage1] 

man'es (-z), n. pi. Deified souls of de¬ 
parted ancestors; shade of departed per¬ 
son, as object of reverence. [L] 

man'ful, a. Brave, resolute. Hence ~ly2 
adv.,~NESSn. [man1 + -ftjl] 

man'gabey (-a), n. African species of 
monkey. [M~, region of Madagascar] 

mang'anese (-ngganez), n. Black mineral 
used in glass-making etc.; metallic ele¬ 
ment of which this is the oxide. Hence 
mangane'siAN (-ngganez-), mangan'io 
(-ngg-), aa. [f. F manganese, f. It. -esc, 
alt. f. magnesia] 

mange (-j), n. Skin disease in hairy & 
woolly animals, caused by an arachnidan 
parasite; (loosely) dirty condition of skin. 
[ME manjewe f. OF manjue itch f. mangier 

(mod. manger) eat (as manducate)] 

II mang'el (-wuhz'el), mang'old (-wui-zi 
el), (-ngg-), n. Large kind of beet, used as 
cattle food. [G -gold- (-gel-), f. mangold 

beet -\-wurzel root] 
man'ger (-j-), n. Box, trough, in stable 
etc. for horses or cattle to eat from; dog 
in the ~. [ME, f. OF mangeoire f. Rom. 
*manducatoria (as manducate, see -ory)] 

mangle1 (mang'gl), n., & v.t. 1. Machine 
of two or more cylinders for rolling & 
pressing washed clothes. 2. v.t. Press 
(clothes) in ~. [f. Du. mangel (-eln vb), 
ult. f. Gk as MANGONEL ] 

mangle2 (mang'gl), v.t. nack, lacerate, 
by blows; cut roughly so as to disfigure; 
spoil (quotation, text, etc.) by gross 
blunders, disguise (words) by mispro¬ 
nouncing. [f. AF ma.(ha)ngler, app. fre¬ 
quent. of mahaignier maim] 

mang'o (-nggo), n. (pi. ~es). (Indian tree 
bearing) fleshy fruit yellowish-red in 
colour, eaten ripe or used green for 
pickles etc.; ~-fish, golden-coloured 
Indian fish; ~ trick (in which ~-troe 
appears to spring up & bear fruit in few 
hours), [f. Port, manga f. Tamil mankay 

(man —tree + kay fruit) ] 
mangold (-wurzel). See mangel. 
mang'onel (-ngg-), n. (hist.). Military 
engine for casting stones etc. [ME, f. OF 
mangonel(le), dim. f. LL manganum, 

-gonum, -gona f. G^imagganon] 

mang'osteen (-ngg-), n. (E.-Indian tree 
bearing) fruit with thick red rind & white 
juicy pulp. [f. Malay mangustan] 

mang'rove (-ngg-), n. Tropical tree or 
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shrub, bark of which is used in medicine 
& tanning. [17th c., of unkn. orig.] 

man'gly (-ji), a. Having the mange; 
squalid, shabby. Hence —Ily2 adv., 
—lNESS n. [f. MANGE+-Y2) 

manhatt'an, n. Cocktail made of ver¬ 
mouth, whisky, etc. [M~, in N. York] 

man'hood, n. State of being a man (in 
any sense); ~ suffrage (granted to all male 
citizens of lawful age not disqualified by 
crime, insanity, etc.); manliness, courage; 
the men of a country, [man 1 + -hood ] 

man'ia, n. Mental derangement marked 
by excitement, hallucination, & violence; 
great enthusiasm (for thing, doing). 
Hence m&n'ic a., of or affected by ~ 
(manic-depressive psychosis, kind of 
mental disorder alternating between 
periods of elation and depression, occas. 
with intermediate periods of sanity). 
[LL f. Gk, = madness] 

-mania, suf. denoting scientifically a 
special type of madness (klepto~, megalo- 

~, nympho~)\ also (pop.) eager pursuit 
(biblio~) or admiration (Anglo~). Hence 
personal suf. -maniac (cf. -phobe, -phobia). 

[as prec. ] 
man'iac, a. & n. (Person) affected with 
mania, raving mad(man). Hence mani¬ 
ac al a., mani'acalLY2 adv. [f. LL 
maniacus (as mania, see -AC)] 

-maniac, suf. See -mania. 

Manichee' (-k-), n. Adherent of religious 
system (3rd to 5th c.) that represented 
Satan as coeternal with God. Hence 
Manich(a)e'AN a. & n., Man'ich(a)eisM 
n., (-ke-). [f. LL f. Gk Manikhaios, 

founder of sect, living in Persia] 
man'icurle, n., & v.t. 1. (One who under¬ 
takes) treatment of hands & finger-nails 
as profession. 2. v.t. Apply ~e treatment 
to (hands, person). Hence ~ist n. [(vb 
f. n.) F (L rwanus hand +cura care)] 

man'ifest1, n. List of cargo for use of 
Customs officers, [f. F manifeste (as 
MANIFEST3)] 

man'ifest2, a. Clear, obvious, to eye or 
mind. Hence —ly2 adv. [ME, f. L mani¬ 

fests ] 
man'ifest3, v.t. & i. Show plainly to eye 
or mind; be evidence of, prove; display, 
evince, (quality, feeling) by one’s acts 
etc.; (of thing) reveal itself-, record in 
ship’s manifest; (of ghost) appear. So 
—a'tion n., ~ativE (-680 a. [ME, f. OF 
manifester or L manifeslare (as prec.)] 

manifSs'to, n. (pi. ~s). Public declaration 
of policy by sovereign, State, or body of 
individuals. [It., as manifest2] 

man'ifold1, a. & n. I. Having various 
forms, applications, etc.; performing 
several functions at once; many & 
various, as ~ vexations; ~ writer, carbon 
copying-apparatus. 2. n. (mech.). Pipe 
or chamber with several openings. Hence 
~LY2 adv., —ness n. [OE manigfeald, 

repr. in OS, OHG, ON, Goth.; f. many + 
-fold ] 

man'ifold2, v.t. Multiply copies of 
(letters etc.) as by manifold1 writer. [OE 
& ME (obs.) f. prec.; in mod. use formed 
anew] 

man'ikin, n. Little man, dwarf; artist’s 
lay figure; anatomical model of the body; 
small tropical American bird. [f. Du. 
manneken, dim. of man 1 ] 

manill'a1, n. Metal bracelet used by 
African tribes as medium of exchange. 
[Sp.; prob. dim. of L manus hand] 

Manill'a2, -il'a, n. (-ila) capital of Philip¬ 
pine islands; (also — hemp) fibrous 
material for ropes, matting, etc.; cheroot 
made in —; ~ paper, brown wrapping - 
-paper made from ~ hemp etc. [native 
(-iia)l 

manille', n. Second best trump or honour 
in quadrille & ombre, [corrupt, of Sp. 
malilla dim. mala bad f. L malus] 

man'ioc, n. Cassava; meal made from it. 
[f. Tupi mandioca] 

man'iple, n. 1. (Rom. ant.) subdivision 
of legion, containing 120 or 60 men. 
2. Eucharistic vestment, strip hanging 
from left arm. [OF, f. L manipulus 

(mantis hand)] 
manip'fillate, v.t. Handle, treat, esp. 
with skill (material thing, question); 
manage (person) by dextrous (esp. un¬ 
fair) use of influence etc. Hence or cogn. 
—a'tion, —atOK nn., —ativE, —atORY, aa. 
[back formation f. manipulation, after F 
manipuler (f. L as prec.)] 

man'itou (-ob), n. (Amer. Ind.). Good or 
evil spirit; thing having supernatural 
power, [f. Algonquin manito, -lu] 

mankind, n. 1. (-kind'). Human species. 
2. (man-). Male sex. [man1 + kind n. ] 

man'like, a. Having good or bad qualities 
of a man; (of woman) mannish, [-like] 

man'l|y, a. Having a man’s virtues, 
courage, frankness, etc.; (of woman) 
having a man’s qualities; (of things, 
qualities, etc.) befitting a man. Hence 
—iNESS n. [-LY 1 ] 

mann'a, n. Substance supplied as food to 
Israelites (Exod. xvi); spiritual nourish¬ 
ment, esp. the Eucharistic; sweet juice 
from~-osfi & other plants, used as gentle 
laxative (~ in tears, in sorts, superior, in¬ 
ferior, kinds of this); ~-croup, coarse gra¬ 
nular wheat meal [Russ, krupa groats]. 
[ME f. LL f. Gk, f. Heb. man, explained 
as=man hu ? what is it?, but peril. = Arab. 
mann exudation of Tamarix gallica] 

mann'equin (or -kin), n. Person, usu. 
woman, employed by dressmakers etc. to 
wear & show off costumes. [F, = lay 
figure, f. Du. as manikin] 

mann'er, n. Way a thing is done or 
happens, as in, after, this ~; (arch.) in 

a ~ of speaking, so to speak; (gram.) 
adverb of ~, one that asks or tells 
how; to the — born, (Shak. Ham. I. iv. 
15) destined by birth to be subject to 
the custom, (pop.) naturally fitted for 
tho position etc.; (pi.) modes of life, 
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conditions of society; outward bearing; 
the grand old-fashioned dignity; (pi.) 
good, bad, etc. behaviour in social inter¬ 
course, habits indicating good breeding, 
as he has no ~s, whence '—less a.; style 
in literature or art; mannerism; (arch.) 
kind, sort, as what ~ of man is he?; all ~ 
of, every kind of; no ~ of right, no right 
at all; in a ~, in some sense, to some 
extent. [ME,f. AFmanere = OFmaniere 

f. Rom. *manuaria mode of handling, 
fem. of L manuarius of the hand (manus), 

-ARY1 ] 
mann'ered (-erd), a. Ill, well, rough, —, 
having bad etc. manners; (of style, artist 
writer) showing mannerism. [-ED2] 

mann'er|Ism, n. Excessive addiction to 
a distinctive manner in art or litera¬ 
ture; trick of style; trick of gesture or 
speech (esp. of an actor). Hence ~1ST 
n., ~is'tic(Ai.) aa. [-ism] 

mann'erlly, a. Well-mannered, polite. 
Hence ~5ness n. [-i.y 1 ] 

mann'ish, a. (Of woman) masculine; 
characteristic of man as opp. to woman, 
as what a ~ way to thread a needle l 

Hence ~NESSn. [-ISH1] 
mann'ite, n. (Also —sugar) substance 
obtained from manna. Hence mann'i- 
tOSE2 n. [f. MANNA + -ITE 1 ] 

manceu'vre1, *-euver, (-noover, -nil-), n. 
Planned movement of troops or ships of 
war; deceptive or elusive movement; 
skilful plan; mass2 of ~. [F, f. med. L 
man(u)opera, as foil.; cf. manure 1 ] 

manceu'vr|e2, *-euver, (as prec.), v.i. &t. 
Perform, cause (troops) to perform, 
manoeuvres; employ artifice; force, drive, 
(person, thing, into, out, away, etc.) by 
contrivance: manipulate adroitly. Hence 
~er 1 n. [f. F manoeuvrer f. med. L man(u)- 

operare (manus hand, operari to work); 
Cf. MANURE2] 

manom'eter, n. Pressure gauge for gases 
& vapours. Hence manomet'ric a. [f. 
F manomUre (Gk manos thin, see -meter)] 

ma non trdppo', mus. direction ap¬ 
pended to another. But not to excess. [It.] 

man'or, n. English territorial unit, orig. 
of nature of feudal lordship, now con¬ 
sisting of lord’s demesne & of lands from 
whose holders he can exact certain fees 
etc.; lord of the ~, person, corporation, 
having rights of this; ~-house, his man¬ 
sion. Hence manor'iAt a. [ME, f. AF 
maner, OF manoir, f. L manere remain] 

■manque (see Ap.), a. (after its n.). That 
might have been but is not, that has 
missed being, (a Napoleon, comic actor, ~). 
IF] 

man'sard, n. (Usu. ~ roof) curb roof in 
which each face has two slopes, lower one 
steeper than upper, [f. F mansarde (F. 
M~, architect, d. 1600)] 

manse, n. Ecclesiastical residence, esp. 
Scottish Presbyterian minister’s house. 
[ME, f. med. L marnsvs, -sa, -sum, house 
(manere mans- remain)] 

man'sion (-shn), n. Large residence (II in 
pi. often of large buildings divided into 
flats); II~-house, house of lord of manor 
or landed proprietor, official residence, 
esp. (the M~-house) of Lord Mayor of 
London. [ME, f. OF, f. L mansionem (as 
prec., see -ion)] 

man'suetude (-swl-), n. (rare). Meekness, 
docility. [ME, f. L mansuetudo (mansuetus 

tame f. manus hand, suesco be used)] 
man'tel, n. (Now usu. ~yiece) structure 

of wood, marble, etc., above & around 
fireplace; (usu. ~shclf) shelf projecting 
from wall above fireplace; ~-board, 

wooden shelf (usu. draped) fixed upon 
this; ~-tree, beam across opening of fire¬ 
place. [var. of mantle 1 ] 

mant(e)'let, n. Kinds of short mantle; 
bullet-proof screen for gunners. [ME, f. 
OF (-el-), dim. of mantel mantle1] 

man'tle, a. Of divination, [f. Gk manti- 

kos (mantis prophet, see -ic)] 
mantlll'a, n. Large veil covering woman’s 
hair & shoulders; small cape. [Sp., dim. 
of manta mantle 1 ] 

man'tis, n. Orthopterous insect; praying 

~, kind that holds forelegs in position 
suggesting hands folded in prayer. [Gk, 
= prophet] 

mantiss'a, n. Decimal part of logarithm. 
[L, = makeweight] 

man'tle1, n. Woman’s loose sleeveless 
cloak; (fig.) covering; fragile lace-like 
tube fixed round gas-jet to give incan¬ 
descent light; outer fold of skin enclosing 
mollusc’s viscera. [(1) OE mentel, (2) f. 
OF mantel, both f. L mantellum cloak ] 

man'tle2, v.t. & i. Clothe (as) in mantle; 
cover, conceal, envelop; (of liquids) be¬ 
come covered with coating or scum; (of 
blood) suffuse cheeks, (of face) glow, with 
blush, [f. prec.] 

mantlet. See mantelet. 

man'tua, n. Woman’s loose gown in 17th- 
-18th co.; ~-maker, dressmaker, [corrupt, 
of manteau (F, as mantle1)] 

man'ual, a. & n. 1. Of, done with, the 
hands, as~ labour; (mil.)~ (exercise), drill 
in handling rifle; ~ fire-engine (worked by 
hand, not steam); ~ (finger) alphabet; 

sign 1 ~. 2. n. Small book for handy use, 
handbook; organ keyboard played with 
hands; (hist.) book of the forms to be 
U3ed by priests in the administration of 
the Sacraments. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, 
f. OF manuel, later assim. to L manualis 

(manus hand, see -AL)] 
manufac'tory, n. Factory, workshop, [f. 

L as foil., see -ory] 

manufac'ture1, n. Making of articles by 
physical labour or machinery, esp. on 
large scale; branch of such industry, as 
woollen ~; of home, English, etc., made 
at home etc.; (derog.) mechanical pro¬ 
duction (of literature etc.), [c. 1600 f. F, 
f. L manu by hand +facture (whence E 
facture 15th c.) f. L faetura (facere fact- 

make, see -ure)] 
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manufac'tur|e3, v.t. Work up (materia]) 
for use; produce (articles) by labour, esp. 
on large scale (derog. of literary work 
etc..); invent, fabricate, (story). Hence 
~er1 n. [f. prec.] 

manumit', v.t. (hist.; -tt-). Set (slave) 
free. So manumi'ssiON n. [f. L manu- 

mittere (mantis hand + mitlere miss- 
send)] 

manure'1, n. Any substance, esp. dung 
and compost, spread over or mixed with 
soil to fertilize it. Hence manur'iAL a. 
[f. foil.] 

manure'2, v.t. Apply manure to (land, or 
abs., also fig.). [ME, f. AF maynoverer, 
= OF manouvrer manoeuvre2] 

man'uscript, a. & n. (abbr. MS. pr. 
ernes', pi. MSS. pr. 6m6s'Iz). (Book, docu¬ 
ment) written by hand, not printed; 
author’s copy for printer, [f. med. L 
manuscriptus (manu by hand -fscriptus 
p.p. of scribere write)] 

man'ward, a. Tending, directed, towards 
man. [-ward] 

Manx, a. & n. 1. Of the Isle of Man, as ~ 
cat, tailless variety; —-'man, inhabitant 
of I. of Man. 2. n. ~ cat, language: (as 
pi., Manx) ~ people, [f. ON *manskr f. 
Man- (OIr. Manu)] 

ma'ny (me-), a. & n. Numerous, as ~ 
times, (poet., rhet.) ~ a time (& oft), ~ <£• 
~ a time, ~ people wish, ~ wish, ~ of us 

wish, how ~ (of them) can I have ?, as — 

as you like, (pred., rare) his reasons were 

~ and good, six mistakes in as ~ (six) 
lines; ~ ’s the, there are ~ that (~ ’s the 

tale he has told us); ~ ’s the time, often 
(~’s the time 1 have seen you do it) \ the—, 

the multitude; the one & the ~ (philos.), 
unity & plurality; one too ~, not wanted, 
in the way; he was (one) loo ~ for us (out¬ 
witted, baffled, us); a good, great, ~, fair, 
large, number; ~-headed beast, monster, 

the populace; spiles (men'ipliz), (dial, for) 
third stomach; —sided, having ~ sides, 
aspects, capabilities, etc., so —-sidedness. 

[OE manig, OS, OHG manag, Goth. 
manags f. Gmc *managaz] 

Maori (mowrT), n. Member, language, of 
brown race in New Zealand, [native] 

map1, n. Representation (usu. on plane 
surface, cf. globe) of (part of) earth’s 
surface, showing physical & political 
features etc., or of the heavens; off the ~ 
(colloq.), of no account, obsolete; on the 

~ (colloq.), to be reckoned with, of im¬ 
portance. Hence ~'less a. [f. L ma.ppa 

napkin; in med. L mappa mundi map of 
world ] 

map2, v.t. (-pp-). Represent on map; ~ 
out, plan out, arrange in detail (course of 
conduct, one’s time, etc.), [f. prec.] 

ma'ple, n. Kinds of trees & shrubs grown 
for shade, ornament, wood, or sugar; 
wood of these; —leaf, emblem of Canada. 
[ME mapul etc., OE mapeltreow; cf. OE, 
OS mapulder, MLG mapeldorn ] 

Maquis (mahke'), n. Secret force of 

patriots in France in 1939-45 war. [F, 
= brushwood, f. Corsican It. macchia] 

m£r, v.t. (-rr-). Impair fatally, ruin, esp. 
make (or mend) or ~; spoil, disfigure; 
—'plot, one who hinders undertaking by 
officiousness. [OE merran, OS merrian, 

OHG merren, ON merja, Goth, marzjan f. 
Gmc *marz- ] 

ma'rabou (-boo), n. Large W.-Afr. stork; 
tuft of down from its wings or tail as 
trimming for hat etc. [F, prob. f. vulg. 
Arab, use of foil.] 

ma'rabout (-boot), n. Mohammedan her¬ 
mit or monk, esp. in N. Africa; shrine 
marking ~’s burial-place. [F, f. Arab. 
murabit ] 

maraschi'no (-kc-), n. (pi. ~s). Liqueur 
from a small black cberry. [It. (marasca 

small black cherry, for am,arasca f. amaro 

bitter f. L amarus)] 
maras'm|us (-z-), u. Wasting away of 
body. Hence ~IC a. [f. Gk nutrasmos 

(maraino wither)] 
Ma'rathon, n. ~ (race), a race of ab¬ 
normal length (w. ref. to Phidippides, 
who ran 150 miles to secure Spartan aid 
for the Athenians in the battle of ~ in 
490 B.c.); (attrib.) requiring extreme 
endurance (applied to competitions of 
various kinds). 

maraud', v.i. & t. Make plundering raid 
(on); go about pilfering: (trans.) plunder. 
Hence ~ek 1 n. [f. F marauder (maraud 

rogue)] 
marave'di (-va-), n. (hist.). Gold & silver 
Spanish coins. [Sp. f. Arab. Murobilin 

marabouts, Moorish dynasty at Cordova] 
mar'ble, n., & v.t. 1. Limestone in 
crystalline (also, in granular) state & 
capable of taking polish, used in sculpture 
& architecture; this as type of hardness 
or durability or smoothness (often attrib.); 
(pi.) collection of sculptures, as Elgin —s; 

small ball of ~, clay, glass, etc., as toy. 
2. v.t. Stain, colour, (paper, edges of 
book, soap) to look like variegated ~ 
(esp. in p.p.). Hence mjHb'lY2 a. [ME, 
f. OF marbre, marble, f. L marmor] 

marc, n. Refuse from pressed fruit. [F, 
f. marcher tread, march5 ] 

Mdrc'an, a. Of St Mark. [f. L Marcus 

Mark, -an] 

mdr'easite, n. (Usu. white iron) pyrites. 
[15th c., f. med. L marcasiia, f. Arab. 
marqashita] 

mdtcel', n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. ~ (ivave), kind 
of artificial wave in hair. 2. v.t. Wave 
(hair) thus. [df~, inventor of method] 

mddces'c|ent, a. (Of parts of plant) 
withering but not falling. Hence ~ence 

n. [f. L marcescere incept, of marcere 

wither, see -escent] 

MSrch1, n. (abbr. Mar.). Third month of 
year; ~ broim, fly used in angling; ~ 
hare. [ME, f. OF march(c), dial. var. of 
marz, mars, f. L Martius (mensis month) 
of Mars] 

m£tch2, n. (hist.). Boundary, frontiers, 
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(often pi., esp. of borderland between 
England & Scotland or Wales); tract of 
(often debatable) land between two 
countries. [ME, f. OF marche f. Gmc 
*marko mark 1 ] 

march3, v.i. (Of countries, estates, etc.) 
border upon, have common frontier with. 

[ME, f. OF marchir (as prec.)] 
mSrch1, n. (Mil.) marching of troops; 
line (route) of ~; long toilsome walk; 
progress (of events, time, intellect, mind); 

distance covered by troops in a day; 
forced ~ ; uniform step of troops etc., as 
quick, slow, ~; ~ past, ~ of troops in 
line past saluting-point at review; (mus.) 
composition meant to accomiiany ~, as 
dead~. [f. F marche (as foil.)] 

match5, v.i. & t. Walk away, forth, past 

(reviewing officer or sovereign), out, etc., 
in military manner with regular and 
measured tread; walk, proceed, steadily; 
~in.gr orders, direction for troops to depart 
for war etc.; (as gallicism) make progress; 
(trans.) cause to go on, off, etc. [f. F 
marcher, f. Gallo-Rom. *marcarc f. LL 
marcus hammer ] 

mfir'chioness (-sbo-), n. Wife, widow, of 
marquis; lady holding in her own right 
position equal to that of marquis, [f. med. 
L marchionissa f. marchio -onis (march2) 

captain of the marches] 
march'pane, mgtz'ipan, n. Paste of 
' pounded almonds, sugar, etc., made up 
into small cakes etc.; such cake. [c. 1500 
marchpayne, later marzepaine (cf. F 
marcepain, It. marzapane), mazapane (cf. 

F massepain), marzipan (f. G); orig. unkn. ] 
maheon'i, n., & v.i. & t. (hist.). 1. = foil. 
2. vb. Send ~, send (message) thus, [see 
foil.] 

mStcon'igram, n. (hist.). Message sent 
by Marconi’s system of wireless tele¬ 
graphy. [Marconi (d. 1937) inventor, 
-GRAM] 

Mardi gras (matd'egrah), n. Shrove 
Tuesday; last day of carnival. [F, = fat 
Tuesday] 

mar'e1, n. ~ clous’um, sea under jurisdic¬ 
tion of particular country; ~ lib’erum, 

sea open to all nations. [L ] 
mare2, n. Female of equine animal, esp. 
horse; grey1 ~; Shanks’s ~; ~’s-nesf, 
illusory discovery; ~’s-faif, kinds of 
aquatic plant, long straight streaks of 
cirrus. [OE mere, MDu., MLG mer(r)ie, 

OHG mar(i)ha, ONmerr f. Gmc *marhjdn, 
f. *marhaz horse; see marshal] 

Marechal Niel (usu. pr. irufrsh'al nel), n. 
Kind of climbing rose, [after Adolphe 
Niel, Marshal of France (d. 1869)] 

maremm'a, n. Low marshy unhealthy 
country bjr seashore. [It. ] 

marg'arine (-g-, -j-; also -en), n. Sub¬ 
stance made from edible oils and meat 
fats with water or skimmed milk, used as 
a spread on bread etc. and as a cooking 
fat. [F, misapplication of a chem. term, 
f. Gk niargaron pearl, see -IN] 

m£tg'ay, n. S.-Amer. tiger-cat. [F, f. 
native mbaracaia] 

matge1, n. (poet.). Margin. [F, as 
MARGIN ] 

mffifge2, n. (colloq.). Margarine, [abbr. ] 
mdt'gin, n., & v.t. 1. Edge, border, of 
surface, whence ~ate2(2), ~ated, aa.; 
condition near the limit below or beyond 
which a thing ceases to be possible etc.; 
extra amount (of time, money, etc.) over 
& above the necessary; (commerc.) sum 
deposited with stockbroker to cover risk 
of loss on transaction of account; space 
round main body of matter on page. 2. 
v.t. Furnish with ~ or marginal notes; 
deposit ~ on (stock). [ME, f. L margo 

-ginis] 
mSt'ginal, a. Of, written in, the margin; 
having ~ notes; of, at, the edge; (of 
land) difficult & expensive to cultivate; 
close to the limit. Hence~LY2 adv. [-AL] 

marginal'ia.n. pi. Marginal notes, [mod. 
L neut. pi., as margin, see -al] 

matg'rave, n. (hist.). German title of 
some princes of Holy Roman Empire, 
orig. of military governor of border 
province, [f. MDu. markgrave border 
count (MAR^+ffrare count)] 

marg'ravine, n. Margrave’s wife. [f. 
Du. markgravin (as prec., see -ine3)] 

matg'uerite (-geret), n. Ox-eye daisy. 
[F, f. L (-ta) f. Gk margariles (margaron 
pearl, see -ite1)] 

tnariage tie convenance (see Ap.), n. 
Marriage contracted from prudential 
motives. [F ] 

Mar'lan, a. & n. 1. Of the Virgin Mary, 
Mary Queen of England (orig. of Mary 
Tudor), or Mary Queen of Scots. 2. n. 
Adherent of the last. [f. LL Maria Mary 
+ -AN] 

m&’rtd, n. Jinn of most powerful class. 
[Arab., part, of marada rebel] 

ma'rigold, n. Kinds of plant with golden 
or yellow flowers; corn~ ; marsh~. [ME, 
f. Mary (prob. the Virgin) +gold] 

marijuana, -huana, (mahrlhwah'nah), 
n. Dried leaves of Indian hemp, used 
to make doped cigarettes (called reefers). 
[Sp. -hu-] 

marim'ba, n. Primitive African xylo¬ 
phone; modern orchestral instrument 
evolved from this, [native name] 

marinade', n., & (also -te) v.t. Pickle of 
wine, vinegar, & spices; fish, meat, thus 
pickled; (v.t.) pickle with ~. [F, f. Sp. 
marinada (marinar pickle in brine, as foil., 
-ADE)] 

marine' (-en), a. & n. 1. Of, found in, pro¬ 
duced by, the sea; of shipping or naval 
matters, as ~ insurance; || ~ stores, old 
ships’ materials & similar odds & ends 
as merchandise; for use at sea; (of 
soldiers) serving on board ship. 2. n. 
Country’s shipping, fleet, or navy, esp. 
mercantile, merchant, ~; soldier on war¬ 
ship (blue, red, ~s, hist., artillery, light 
infantry); specialist in Commando & 
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amphibious warfare; tell that to the 

(horse1)~s. [ME,f. OF marin (fern, -ine) f. 
L marinus (mare sea, -ine j) ] 

ma'riner, n. Sailor, seaman; master ~, 
captain of merchant ship. [ME, f. AF 
(OF -ier), f. Rom. *marinarius (as prec., 
see -ary1)] 

Marin'|ism (-en-), n. Affected style of It. 
poet Marini (d. 1625). So~lSTn. [-ism] 

Mariol'atry, n. (derog.). Worship of the 
Virgin Mary. [f. Gk Maria Mary + 
-latry ] 

marionette', n. Puppet worked by 
strings, representing person etc. [f. F 
marionnette (Marion dim, of Marie Mary, 
-ETTE)] 

ma'rish, n. & a. (poet.). Marsh(y). [ME 
&_OF mareis f. WG *marisk marsh] 

Mar'ist, n. Member of Rom. Cath. So¬ 
ciety of Mary. [f. F Mariste (Marie Mary, 
see -1ST)] 

ma'rital {or marit-), a. Of a husband; of 
marriage. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L mari- 

talte {maritus husband, see -al)] 

ma'ritime, a. Living, found, near the 
sea; connected with the sea, as ~ in¬ 

surance. [f. L maritlmus (mare sea) ] 
marj'oram, n. Aromatic herb used in 
cookery. [ME, f. OF majorane f. Rom. 
*majorana, of unkn. orig. j 

mdrk1, n. 1. Target or other object to be 
aimed at; beside, wide of, the ~, not 
hitting it, (fig.) not to the point. 2. (box¬ 
ing). Pit of stomach. 3. Desired object, 
as hit, miss, the ~. 4. Sign indication, (of 

quality, character, etc.), esp. ~ of mouth, 

depression in horse’s tooth indicating age. 
5. Affixed or impressed sign, seal, etc.; 
ear1, hall, trade, 6. Cross etc. made 
in place of signature by illiterate person. 
7. Written symbol; this as sign of good or 
bad conduct. 8. Unit of numerical award 
of merit in examination, as he gained 46 

~s. 9. Line etc. serving to indicate posi¬ 
tion ; Plimsoll’s ~, line showing how far 
ship may legally be submerged when 
loaded; below, up to, etc., the~ (standard). 
10. (footb.). Heel— on ground made by 
player who has caught the ball direct 
from kick or knock on or throw forward 
by opponent. 11. Stain, scar, etc., esp. 
birth-'—. 12. Make one’s ~, attain 
distinction; of ~, noteworthy. 13. (As 
apology for mentioning anything horrible 
etc.) (God) save the ~ (freq. sarcastic). 
14. (hist.). Tract of land held by Teutonic 
village community. 15. (athletics). Line 
indicating the starting-point (get off the ~, 
start). 16. Easy ~ (orig. U.S., si.), person 
easily gulled. [OE mearc, OS marka, 

OHG marcha, ON mgrk, Goth, marka f. 
Gmc *marko boundary] 

mark2, v.t. 1. Make a mark on (thing) 
by stamping, cutting, writing, etc.; put 
identifying mark or name on (linen); at¬ 
tach figures indicating prices to (goods); 
(pass.) have natural marks, as ~ed with 

silver spots. 2. ■— out, trace out boundaries 

markhor 

for (ground), plan (course), destine, as 
~ed out for slaughter-, ~ off, separate 
(thing from another, lit. & fig.) by boun¬ 
dary. 3. Name or indicate (place on map, 
length of syllable) by signs or marks. 
4. Record (points gained in games). 5. 
Manifest (one’s displeasure etc. by); (pass.) 
this tendency is strongly ~ed (noticeable), 
a ~ed difference, whence ~'edLY2 adv., 
~'edNESS n. 6. Accompany, be a feature 
of, as no triumph ~s her manner. 7. ~ 
time, move feet as in marching, but with¬ 
out advancing (often fig.). 8. See, notice; 
observe mentally, as ~ my words; a ~ed 

man, one whose conduct is watched with 
suspicion or hostility, (also) one expected 
to reach eminence. 9. (Also ~ down) note 
& remember spot to which (grouse etc.) 
has retired. 10. I! (footb.). Keep close 
to (opponent) so as to hamper him if he 
receives ball. 11. ~ down, (also) ~ at a 
lower price; ~ up, ~ at a higher price; 
~-up n., amount added by shopkeepers 
to cost price of goods to cover overhead 
charges & profit. [OE mearcian, OS 
markon, OHG marchon, ON marka f. 
Gmc *markojan (as prec.)] 

mark3, n. Denomination of weight for 
gold & silver, usu. 8 oz (now only for con¬ 
tinental weights); German coin (formerly 
about 1/-); (hist.) English money of ac¬ 
count. [late OE marc, MDu. marc, MHG 
mark, ON mgrk, obsc. rel. to med. L 
marca, marcus ] 

mark'er, n. In vbl senses, esp.: one who 
marks down game; one who records score, 
esp. in billiards; flare etc. to assist 
bombers in air-raid; = book1-~. [mark2 
+-er1] 

mdrk'et*, n. Gathering of people for 
purchase & sale of provisions, livestock, 
etc.; time of this; bring one’s eggs or 
hogs to a bad ~, fail in one’s schemes; 
open space or covered building in which 
cattle etc. are exposed for sale; make a ~ 
of, (fig.) barter away; demand (for com¬ 
modity) ; the com ~, the trade in corn; 
come into the ~, be offered for sale; put 

on the ~, offer for sale; black1 

(European) Common M~, economic and 
political association of certain (Euro¬ 
pean) countries as a unit with internal 
free trade and common external tariffs; 
M0NEY-~; stock-~ ; rate of purchase & 
sale, ~ value, as the ~ fell; seat of trade; 
~ cross (erected in ~-place); ~-day (on 
which ~ is held); || ~ garden (in which 
vegetables are grown for ~); ~ -place, 

square, open space, where ~ is held; 
|| —-town (where ~ is held); ~ value, 

saleable value (dist. from cost & from 
book1 value), [late OE market = OS -at, 

OHG -at, f. pop. L marcatus f. L mercatus; 

see merchant] 

mark'et2, v.i. & t. Buy or sell in market; 
sell (goods) in market or elsewhere, 
whence ~able a., ~abLY2 adv. [f. prec. ] 

mar'khor (-kdr), n. Large spiral-horned 
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wild goat of N. India. [Pers., = snake- 
- eater ] 

mStk'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp. colouring 
of feathers, skin. etc.; ~-ink (indelible, 
for marking linen), [mark2 + -ing 1 ] 

mahks'man, n. (pi. -men). One skilled or 
practised in aiming at mark, esp. one who 
attains certain standard of proficiency 
in rifle practice. Hence ~smp (1, 3) n. 
[MARK1 +-ES -4-MAN] 

Mdtk Tap'ley, n. Invincibly cheery per¬ 
son. [character in Dickens’s Marlin 

Chuzzlewit ] 
m£H, n., & v.t. 1. Soil consisting of clay 
and carbonate of lime, a valuable ferti¬ 
lizer. 2. v.t. Apply ~ to (ground). Hence 
~'y2 a. [ME, f. OF marie f. med. L 
margila f. L marga] 

Maryborough House (mawl'bro), n. 
Royal Palace used as a London residence, 

marl'ine, n. (naut.). Small lino of two 
strands; —spike, marlinspike, pointed 
hard-wood or iron tool for separating 
strands of rope in splicing, [(a) 15th c., f. 
Du. marlijn, -ing (marren, marlen bind, 
+ line 2, -ing x); (b) marlin-spilce f. marling - 

f. (15th c.) marl f. LG, Du. marlen, fre¬ 
quent. of marren; so LG marl-spieker] 

mdrl'ite, n. Kind of marl that resists 
action of air. [-ite1] 

mabm'alade, n. Preserve of oranges or 
specified fruit, [f. F marmelade f. Port. 
-lada f. marmelo quince f. L f. Gk meli- 

mclon (meli honey +melon apple) see -ade ] 
marm'ite, n. Extract made from fresh 
brewer’s yeast. [P; F, = cooking-pot] 

mifl’m'olite, n. Laminated serpentine of 
pale green colour, [irreg. f. Gk marmairo 

shine, see -lite ] 
marmdh'eal, a. (poet.). Of, like, marble. 

[f. L marmoreus (as marble) + -al] 

mdbm'oset (-z-), n. Small tropical 
American monkey with bushy tail. [f. 
OF marmouset grotesque image] 

mdbm'ot, n. Rodent of squirrel family, 
[f. F marmotte prob. f. Roumansch mur- 

monl f. L murem (nom. mus) montis moun¬ 
tain mouse] 

ma'rocain, n. A dress-fabric made in silk 
(or other materials). [F, = Moroccan] 

Ma'ronite, n. One of a sect of Syrian 
Christians dwelling in Lebanon, [f. med. 
L Maronita (Maron founder, see -ite1)] 

maroon'1, n. & a. 1. (Of) brownish- 
-crimson colour. 2. Firework exploding 
with loud report, [f. F marron chestnut f. 
It. marrone] 

maroon'2, n. One of class of Negroes, 
orig. fugitive slaves, in mountains & 
forests of Dutch Guiana & W. Indies; 
marooned person, [f. F marron, f. Sp. 
cimarron wild] 

maroon'3, v.t. & i. Put (person) ashore & 
leave him on desolate island or coast as 
punishment; idle, hang about, [f. prec. ] 

mSkque (-k), n. (hist.). Letter(s) of ~ (dr 

reprisal), licence to fit out armed vessel & 
employ it in capture of enemy’s merchant 

shipping; (sing.) ship carrying such 
licence, [f. AF, OF marque, f. Prov. marca 

f. marcar seize as a pledge ] 
marquee' (-ke), n. Large tent. [f. mar¬ 

quise taken as pi. n. ] 
mdb'quetry, -terie, (-ki-), n. Inlaid work. 

[F (-erie), f. marqueter variegate (mark1)] 
mdr'quis, -quess, n. Noble ranking be¬ 
tween duke & earl or (in foreign countries) 
count. Hence mdV'quisATE^l) n. [ME, 
f. OF marchis f. Rom. *marchensis 

(MARCH2, -ESE)] 
marquise' (-kez), n. 1. (Of foreign nobi¬ 
lity) marchioness. 2. Finger-ring set with 
oval pointed cluster of gems. 3. (arch.). 
Tent. [F, fem. of marquis] 

mat'quois (-kwoiz), n. ~ scale, appara¬ 
tus for drawing equidistant parallel lines, 
[app. blunder for F marquoir marker 
(MARK1)] 

ma'rram, n. A shore grass that binds 
sand. [f. ON mardimr (marr sea, haulm)] 

ma'rriage (-rij), n. Relation between 
married persons, wedlock; give, take, in 

~ (as husband or wife); communal ~, 

system by which all the men in small 
community are married to all the women; 
companionate ~, see companion1; act, 
ceremony, of marrying; civil~ (performed 
by civil official without religious cere¬ 
mony) ; (fig.) intimate union (the ~ of true 

minds); (cards) union of king & queen of 
same suit; ~ articles, antenuptial agree¬ 
ment respecting rights of property & 
succession; ~-6ed, (tig.) marital inter¬ 
course ; ~ licence 1; || ~ lines, certificate 
of marriage; ~ market, supply & demand 
of eligible partners for ~; ~ settlement, 

arrangement securing property to wife 
& sometimes to children. [ME, f. OF 
manage f. marier marry 1; see -age ] 

ma'rriageable (-rija-), a. Of an age to 
marry; (of age) fit for marriage, [-able] 

ma'rried (-Id), a. United in wedlock; of 
person(s) so united, as ~ life. [p.p. of 
MARRY1 ] 

marron glace (see Ap.), n. Chestnut iced 
with sugar as sweetmeat. [F] 

ma'rrow1 (-6), n. Soft fatty substance in 
cavities of bones, often a type of rich 
food or of vitality (chilled to the ~, right 
through); spinal ~, substance forming 
spinal cord; essential part, as pith dr ~; 
vegetable ~, kind of pumpkin; ~bone, bone 
containing edible ~, (pi., joc.) knees; 
~(/of), kind of large pea; —spoon (for 
getting ~ from bones). Hence ~less 

(-61-), ~y2 (-61), aa. [OE mearg, OS, OHG 
marg, ON mergr f. Gmc *mazg-] 

II ma'rrow2 (-6), n. (dial.). Mate, consort, 
match, very image of. [loth c.. prob. f. 
ON margr friendly, communicative] 

ma'rry1, v.t. & i. (Of priest etc.) join 
(persons, one to another) in wedlock; (of 
parent or guardian) give (son, daughter, 
etc.) in marriage (also ~ off, implying 
activity on parents’ part); (of either con¬ 
tracting party) take in marriage; (fig.) 
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unite intimately; (naut.) splice (rope- 
-ends) together without increasing girth; 
(intr.) take husband or wife. [ME, f. OF 
marier f. L mariiare f. maritus husband ] 

ma'rry2, int. (arch.) expr. surprise, as¬ 
severation, indignation, etc.; ~ come up 

(expr. indignant or contemptuous sur¬ 
prise). [ME, = (the Virgin) Mary ] 

Mars (-z), Roman god of war; warfare; 
planet fourth in order of distance from 
sun. [L ] 

Marsa'la (-sah-), n. White wine like light 
sherry, from ~ in Sicily. 

MShseillaise' (-selaz, & see Ap.), n. 
National song of French Republic, first 
sung by Marseilles patriots. [F, fern. adj. 
f. Marseille, -ese] 

Marseilles' (-salz), n. Seaport in S. 
France; stiff cotton fabric like pique. 
[E name for Marseille] 

maksh, n. Low land flooded in winter & 
usu. watery at all times; ~ gas, light 
carburetted hydrogen; ~ mallow, (con¬ 
fection made from root of) shrubby herb 
growing near salt~es; ~ marigold, golden- 
-flowered ranunculaceous plant growing 
in moist meadows. Hence~'In’ESS n.,~'Ya 
a. [OE mersc, merisc, MLG, MDu. 
mersch, f. WG *marisk (marish), f. Gmc 
*mari- sea, mere 1 ] 

miTrsh'al *, n. || earl ~; officer of highest 
rank in some foreign armies; provost ~; 
field ~, ~ of the Royal air 1 Force, air l~; 
(hist.) knight ~, officer of royal household 
with judicial functions; || (judge’s) ~, 
official accompanying judge on circuit, 
with secretarial duties; officer arranging 
ceremonies etc. Hence ~SHIP n. [ME, f. 
OF mareschal, -cal f. LL mariscalcus (Lex 
Salica) f. OFrank. marhskalk f. mark 

horse (cf. mare) +skalk servant] 
marsh'al2, v.t. & i. (-11-). Arrange in due 
order (persons at feast etc., soldiers, facts, 
etc..); (her.) combine (coat of arms); 
conduct (person) ceremoniously (into etc.); 
r~Ung yard, railway yard in which goods 
trains etc. are assembled, [f. prec. ] 

marsh'alsea, n. (hist.). Court held, 
prison in Southwark controlled, by 
knight marshal, [alt. f. marshalcy (mar¬ 
shal1 + -cy)] 

marsup'ial, a. & n. (anat., zool.). 1. Of, 
like, a pouch, as ~ muscle. 2. (Animal) of 
the class of mammals characterized by 
having a pouch in which to carry their 
young, born imperfect, [f. L f. Gk mar- 

supion pouch dim. of marsipos purse + -al] 
m£Vt, n. Market-place; auction room; 
trade centre. [ME, f. Du. (obs.) mart, 

markt, f. L as market] 
m£rtell'5, n. (hist.; pi. ~s). ~ (tower), 

small circular fort, usu. on coast to 
prevent hostile landing, [alt. f. Cape 
Mortella in Corsica] 

mart'en, n. Animal like weasel, with 
valuable fur. [ME, f. Du. martren f. OF 
(peau skin) martrine, adj. i.martrc(whence 
obs. E marter) + -ine —INK1 ] 

mfQ-'tial (-shl), a. Of, suitable for, appro¬ 
priate to, warfare, whence ~ize (-aha-) 
v.t.; ~ law, military government, by 
which ordinary law is suspended; brave; 
fond of fighting; (A/~) of the planet Mars. 
Hence ~LYa adv. [ME, f. OF, or L 
martialis of mars, see -al] 

Mar'tian (-shn), n. Inhabitant of Mars. 
[f. L Martius of mars + - an ] 

mart'in, n. 1. St M~, bishop of Tours in 
4th c.; M~mas, St M~’s day, Nov. 11; 
II St M~’s summer, fine season about this 
time. 2. Birds of sw'allow family esp. 
house-~, which builds mud nest on house 
walls etc.; sand—. [F, f. L Martinus] 

martinet', n. Strict (esp. military or 
naval) disciplinarian. Hence ~t'lSM n., 
~t'iSH1 a. [M~, French drill-master in 
reign of Louis XIV] 

mSrt'ingale (-ngg-), n. 1. Strap, set of 
straps, fastened at one end to nose-band, 
at other end to girth, of horse to prevent 
rearing etc.; (naut.) rope for guying 
down jibboom. 2. Gambling system of 
doubling stakes in hope of eventual turn 
of luck. [F, of unkn. orig. ] 

marti'ni1 (-ene), n. The M~-Henry rifle. 
[M~, inventor of its breech action] 

marti'ni2 (-ene), n. Cocktail made of gin, 
vermouth, orange bitters, etc. [M~, 
inventor] 

mart'let, n. Swift; (her.) footless bird, 
[f. F martelet alt. f. martinet dim. f. 
MARTIN] 

m£ttyr (-er), n., & v.t. 1. One who 
undergoes penalty of death for persistence 
in Christian faith or obedience to law of 
Church, or undergoes death or suffering 
for any great cause; ~ to (constant 
sufferer from) govt etc.; 'make a~ of one- 
self, (pretend to) sacrifice one’s inclina¬ 
tions, for sake of credit thus gained. 
2. v.t. Put to death as ~, torment. [OE, 
f. LL f. late Gk martur — Gk martus -uros 

witness ] 
mSrt'yrdom (-ter-), n. Sufferings & death 

of martyr; torment. [-DOM] 
m^rt'yrize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Make a martyr 

of (oneself, person). [ME, f. OF, or LL 
martyrizare (martyr, -ize)] 

m£htyr|o-, comb, form of Gk martur -uros, 

as: ~ol'atry, worship of martyrs; ~ol'ogy, 

list, register, history, of martyrs, whence 
^old'gical. 

mart'yry, n. Shrine, church, erected in 
honour of martyr. [ME, f. OF -ie or LL 
f. Gk marturion (as martyr)] 

marv'el1, n. Wonderful thing; wonderful 
example of (quality); (arch.) astonish¬ 
ment; ~ of Peru, showy garden plant 
with flowers opening in afternoon. [ME, f. 
OF merveille f. LL mirabilia neut. pi. of L 
mirahilis (mirari wonder at, see -ble) 1 

mArv'el2, v.i. (-11-). Be surprised (at, that); 
wonder (how, why, etc.). [ME, f. OF 
merveillier (as prec.)] 

marv'ellous, a. Astonishing; extrava¬ 
gantly improbable, esp. the Hence 
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~ly! adv., ~ness n. [ME, f, OF merveillos 

(as prec., -ous)] 
Mdkx'lian, a. & n. (Adherent) of the 
doctrines of the German socialist Karl 
Marx (1818-83). So ~ism(3) n., ~ist(2) n. 
& a. [-ian] 

marzipan. See marchpane. 

mascat'a, n. Preparation for dyeing eye¬ 
lashes etc. [It. mascara, maschera MASK1] 

mas'cot, n. Person, thing, that brings 
luck. [f. F mascotte, f. Prov. mascotto dim. 
of masco witch ] 

ma'sculine (mah-, ma-), a. & n. I. Of the 
gender to which names of males normally 
belong; ~ rhyme (in French verse, between 
words ending in stressed syllables, not e 

mute), ~ ending, ending of line with 
stressed syllable; of the male sex; manly, 
vigorous; (of woman) having qualities 
appropriate to man. 2. n. ~ gender, 
word. Hence ~ness, masculin'iTY, nn., 
(mah-, mi-). [ME, f. OF masculin (fern. 
-ine) f. Ij mascxdinus (as male, see -ine1)] 

mash1, n. Malt mixed with hot water to 
form wort; (also bran ~) mixture of 
boiled grain, bran, etc., given warm to 
horses etc.; soft pulp made by crushing, 
mixing with water, etc.; (si.) mashed 
potatoes (sausage & ~); confused mix¬ 
ture ; ~-tub (in which malt is mashed). 
[OE mdse, max-, = MLG mesch, MHG 
meisch f. WG *maisk-, peril, cogn. w. 
MIX] 

mash2, v.t. Mix (malt) with hot water; 
crush, pound, to pulp; reduce (potatoes 
etc.) to uniform mass by crushing. [ME, 
f. prec. ] 

mash3, v.t., & n. (obsolesc. si.). 1. Excite 
sentimental admiration in (one of opposite 
sex); be ~ed on, have such admiration 
for. 2. n. Person on whom one of opposite 
sex is ~ed. [orig. unkn. ] 

mash'er, n. (obsolesc. si.). Fop posing as 
lady-killer, [prec.] 

mash'ie, -y, n. Iron golf club used for 
lofting or for medium distances; ~ 
niblick, club intermediate between ~ & 
niblick, [orig. unkn. ] 

ma'sjid (infi-), n. Mosque. [Arab.] 
mask1 (mah-), n. Covering, usu. of velvet 
or silk, for concealing face at balls etc., 
or of wire, gauze, etc., for protection; 
hollow figure of human head worn by 
ancient Greek & Roman actors; clay or 
wax likeness of person’s face, esp. (also 
death—) one made by taking mould from 
face; (fig.) disguise, as throw off the ~; 
masked person; face, head, of fox. [f. F 
masque, f. 11. maschera f. Arab, maskhara*] 

mask2 (mah-), v.t. Cover (face) with 
mask; (pass.) bo disguised with mask; 
(mil.) conceal (battery etc.) from enemy’s 
view, hinder (army etc.) from action by 
watching with adequate force, hinder 
(friendly force) by standing in line of its 
fire; disguise (feelings etc.); ~ed ball (at 
which masks are worn), [f. prec.] 

ma'sker, -quer, (mah-), n. One who 

mass 

takes part in masquerade or masque, 

[prec. + -ER1] 

maskinon'ge (-j, -jl), n. Earge pike in 
great lakes of N. America. [Odjibwa] 

masochism (maz'oklzm), n. Form of 
(esp. sexual) perversion in which a sufferer 
derives pleasure from pain or humilia¬ 
tion (opp. sadism), [f. L. von Sacher- 
-Masoch (d. 1895), Austrian novelist who 
described a case of ~ ] 

mas'on, n., & v.t. 1. Worker in stone; 
(~’s mark, device carved on stone by ~); 
freemason, whence mason'ic a. 2. v.t. 
Build, strengthen, with masonry. [ME, 
f. OF masson, mod. magon, f. Rom. 
*mation-, *madon-; ult. orig. obsc. ] 

mas'onry, n. Mason’s work, stonework. 
[ME, f. OF magonnerie (as mason, see 
-ERY)] _ 

Mas(s)or'a(h) (-ra), n. Body of traditional 
information on text of Hebrew Bible, [f. 
Heb. masoreth perk. = bond] 

Mas(s)'orete, -ite, n. Jewish scholar 
contributing to the Masora. Hence 
mas(s)oret'ic a. l(-ete) corrupt, of Heb. 
as prec.; (-ite) prec. + -ITE1] 

masque (mahsk), n. Amateur histrionic 
& musical entertainment, orig. in dumb 
show, later with metrical dialogue; 
dramatic composition for this. [as 
MASK1 ] 

masquerade'1 (mahske-), n. Masked ball; 
false show, pretence, [f. Sp. mascarada 
(mascara mask, see -ade)] 

masquerade'2 (mahske-), v.i. Appear in 
disguise; assume false appearance, [f. 
prec. ] 

mass1 (or mahs), n. (A) celebration (usu. 
Rom. or Anglo-Cath.) of the Eucharist, 
as ~ was said, we attend, go to, hear, ~, ~es 
were said for his soul; liturgy used in this; 
musical setting of parts of this; high ~ 

(with incense, music, & assistance of 
deacon & subdeacon); low ~ (with no 
music & minimum of ceremony). [OE 
msesse f. Rom. *messa f. eccl. L missa, 

app. f. miitere miss- dismiss] 
mass2, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Coherent body of 
matter of indefinite shape; dense aggre¬ 
gation of objects, as a ~ of fibres; large 
number (of); he is a ~ of (covered with) 
bruises; unbroken expanse (of light etc.); 
the (great) ~, the majority (of); the ~es, 

the lower orders, cf. CLASSes; in the ~, 
in the aggregate; (phys.) quantity of 
matter a body contains; ~ energy ; ~ 
meeting, large (usu. political) assembly of 
people; ~ observation, study & reporting 
of social customs etc. of ordinary people; 
~ of manoeuvre, body of troops kept free 
for strategic needs; ~ production (of 
large quantities of a standardized article 
by standardized mechanical processes); 
~ spectrograph, apparatus separating 
isotopes by atomic discharge through 
electric & magnetic fields. 2. vb. Gather 
(t. & i.) into~ ; (mil.) concentrate (troops). 
[ME; (vb f. OF masser) f. OF masse f. L 
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massa prob. £. Gk maza barley-cake 
(masso knead) ] 

mass'acre (-ker), n., & v.t. 1. General 
slaughter, carnage, (of persons, occas. of 
animals). 2. v.t. Make a ~ of, murder 
cruelly or violently (a number of persons). 
[F; in OF magacre, macecle, &c. shambles, 
whence maceclier butcher, executioner, 
ult. orig. unkn.; vb f. F massacrer] 

massage' (-alizh; or mils'), n., & v.t. 
1. Rubbing, kneading, etc., of muscles & 
joints of the body with the hands, to 
stimulate their action, etc. 2. v.t. Treat 
(part, person) thus. [F, f. masser treat 
with massage, perh. f. Port, amcissar 

knead, f. massa dough (mass2), see -age] 

massb (mas'a), n. (billiards). Stroke made 
with cue held perpendicular. [F, p.p. of 
masser make such stroke (as mace1)] 

masseur', masseuse', (-6?, -€tz, & see 
Ap.), nn. Man, woman, who practises 
massage. So mass'ER1, mass'oK, nn. 
[F (as massage, see -or) ] 

mass'lf (or mahsef'), n. Mountain heights 
forming a compact group. [F (see massive) 

in n. use] 
mass'ive, a. Large & heavy or solid; (of 
features, head, etc.) largely moulded; 
(fig.) solid, substantial; impressive, im¬ 
posing; (psych.; of sensation etc.) having 
large volume or magnitude. Hence ~LY2 
adv., <—'NESS n. [ME, f. OF (-if, -ive), as 
mass2, see -ive] 

mass'ly, a. Solid; weighty. Hence~iNESS 

n. [mass2 + -y2] 
mast1 (-ah-), n. 1. Long pole of timber, 

iron, etc., set up on ship’s keel to support 

sails; before half-~high; hence (of 

ship) -~'ed2 a., —'er1 n.; —head, highest 

part of ~, esp. of lower ~ as place of 

observation or punishment, (v.t.) send 

(sailor) to this, raise (sail) to its position. 

2. Post, or lattice-work upright, for sup¬ 
porting a wireless aerial; (also mooring-~) 

strong steel tower to top of which an 
airship can be moored. [OE msest, OHG 
mast, ON mastr f. Gmc *mastaz\ 

mast2 (-ab-), n. Fruit of beech, oak, & 
other forest-trees, esp. as food for swine. 
[OE msest, MDu., OHG mast, WG 
corresp. to Gmc *raast-] 

mas'taba, n. (archaeol.). Ancient Egyp¬ 
tian tomb with sloping sides & flat roof. 
[Arab. magfaba bench] 

ma'ster1 (inah-), n. 1. Person having 
control; (naut.) captain of merchant 
vessel; employer; owner of dog, horse, 
etc.; male head of household, as ~ of the 

house; be ~ of, have at one’s disposal; be 

one’s own ~, be independent or free to do 
as one will; make oneself ~ of, acquire 
thorough knowledge of or facility in 
using; one who has or gets the upper 
hand, as we will see which of us is ~. 
2. Teacher, tutor, esp. (also school~) in 
school; house1—; teacher in philosophy 
etc. 3. The M~, Christ; M~ of Arts 

(abbr. M.A.), holder of university degree 

mastoid 

orig. giving authority to teach in uni¬ 
versity. 4. Skilled workman, or one in 
business on his own account, as ~ car¬ 

penter. 5. Great artist, esp. old ~ (esp. of 
painters of 13th-17th cc.), picture etc. by 
a ~. 6. Head of some colleges. 7. II (As 
title of legal functionaries) M~ in Chan¬ 
cery etc.; M~ of Ceremon ies (see cere¬ 

mony), misrule, the rolls ; M~ (organizer, 
leader, esp. in Royal Household & Inns 
of Court) of the revels; M~ of the Horse, 

official in English royal household; Af~ 
(one who has control) of foxhounds (abbr. 
M.F.H.), beagles, etc. 8. (Prefixed, esp. 
by servants & in address of letter, to 
name of young gentleman) AZ~ Tom, il/~ 
Jones. 9. attrib. Commanding, superior, 
(a ~ mind). 10. ~-at-arms, police officer 
on man-of-war; ~-key (opening many 
locks, each also opened by separate key); 
~ mason, (as above, also) freemason who 
has passed third degree; apiece, con¬ 
summate piece of workmanship; ~-stroke, 

surpassingly skilful act (of policy etc.). 
Hence ~dom, ~hood, nn., ~less a. [OE 
msegester (later also f. OF maistre) f. L 
rnagister cogn. w. magis more] 

ma'ster2 (mah-), v.t. Overcome, defeat; 
reduce to subjection; acquire complete 
knowledge of (subject) or facility in using 
(instrument etc.); rule as a master. [ME, 
f. prec. ] 

ma'sterful (mah-), a. Self-willed, im¬ 
perious. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[-FUL] 

ma'sterlly (mah-), a. Worthy of a master, 
very skilful. Hence ~iness n. [-ly1] 

ma'stership (mah-), n. Dominion, con¬ 
trol; office, function, of master, esp. in 
school, [-ship] 

ma'stery (mah-), n. Sway, dominion; the 

upper hand; masterly skill; masterly use 
or knowledge (of instrument, subject). 
[ME, f. OF maistrie (as master1, see -Y1)] 

mas'tic, n. Gum or resin exuding from 
bark of certain trees, used in making 
varnish; trees yielding this; kinds of 
cement; liquor flavoured with ~, used 
in Turkey & Greece; ~ colour, pale 
yellow. Hence masti'cio a. (chem.). 
[ME, f. OF, f. LL mastichum f. L f. Gk 
mastikhe] 

mas'tlc|ate, v.t. Grind (food) with teeth, 
chew. Hence or cogn. —aBiL'iTY, ~a'tion, 

~atOR, nn., ~at0RY a. [f. LL masticare, 

-ATE 3 ] 
ma'stiff (mah-), n. Large strong dog with 
drooping ears & pendulous lips. [ME; 
obsc. f. OF mastin f. Rom. *mansuetinvs 

f. mansuetus tame, see -ine1] 

mastit'is, n. Inflammation of female 
breast, [f. Gk mastos breast, see -itis] 

mas'todon, n. Large extinct mammal 
like elephant, with nipple-shaped tuber¬ 
cles on crowns of molar teeth. Hence 
mastodon'tic a. [f. Gk mastos breast + 
odous odontos tooth ] 

mas'toid, a. & n. (anat.). 1. Shaped like 
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female breast; ~ operation, surgical 
procedure for relief of disease of tym¬ 
panum or ear-drum; ~ process, conical 
prominence in the temporal bone to 
which muscles are attached. 2. n. ~ 
process; (colloq.) abscess on ~ process, 
[f. Gk maslos breast, see -OID ] 

mas'turb ate (-ter-), v.i. Produce an 
orgasm by exciting one’s own genitals. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [f. L masturbari, see 
-ate 3] 

mat1, n. Coarse fabric of plaited rushes, 
straw, etc., for lying upon, packing furni¬ 
ture, etc.; piece of this for wiping shoes 
upon, esp. door-~; on the ~ (army si.), in 
trouble (i.e. on the orderly room ~ before 
tbe C.O.). [OK matt(e), OHG motto, i. LL 
maila] 

mat2, v.t. & i. (-tt-). Cover, furnish, with 
mats; entangle (often together) in thick 
mass (esp. in p.p., as ~ted hair)-, become 
~ted. [f. prec. ] 

mat3, matt, a., n., & v.t. (-tt-). 1. (Of 
colours, surfaces, etc.) dull, without 
lustre. 2. n. Border of dead gold round 
framed picture; appearance of unburn¬ 
ished gold; roughened or frosted ground¬ 
work. 3. v.t. Make (gilding etc.) dull; 
frost (glass), [(vb f. F mater) F, identical 
w. mat mate 1; see checkmate] 

mat'addr, n. Man appointed to kill bull in 
bull-fight; principal card in some games. 
[Sp., f. malar kill f. Arab, mat (prec.) + 
-OR] 

match1, n. 1. Person able to contend with 
another as an equal, as find, meet, one’s 
~, be (more than) a ~ for-, person equal 
to another in some quality, as we shall 
never see his ~; person, thing, exactly like 
or corresponding to another. 2. Contest 
of skill etc. in which persons are matched 
against each other, as cricket-~. 3. Matri¬ 
monial alliance; make a ~, bring this 
about; person view'ed in regard to his or 
her eligibility for marriage, esp. as to rank 
or fortune, as he is an excellent ~. 4. ~- 
board, one with tongue cut along one edge 
& groove along another, so as to fit into 
similar boards; ~'maker, one fond of 
scheming to bring about marriages; ~ 
play (golf), in which the score is reckoned 
by counting the holes won by each side; 
~ poinl(s), state of a game when one side 
needs only one more point to win the ~ 
(occas. ~ ball). [OK gemsecca mate, com¬ 
panion, f. Gmc *rnako- fit, suitable; see 
make1; later senses infl. by foil.] 

match2, v.t. & i. Join (person with 
another) in marriage; prove a match for; 
place (person etc.) in conflict against 
another; well ~ed, fit to contend with 
each other, live together, etc., on equal 
terms; place (person, thing) in competi¬ 
tion with; be equal, correspond in quan¬ 
tity, quality, colour, etc., to (thing etc.; 
also intr. with) as the carpets ~ the icall- 
paper, these ribbons do not ~, do not ~ 
with your hat, trimmed with velvet to ~; 

materialism 

find material etc. that ~es with (another), 
as can you ~ me this silk? [ME, f. prec.] 

match3, n. Short piece of wood, wax 
taper, etc., tipped with composition that 
bursts into flame when rubbed on rough 
or (safety ~) specially prepared surface; 
piece of wick, cord, etc., designed to burn 
at uniform rate, for firing cannon etc.; 
-—box (for holding ~es); ~'(ocfc, (gun with) 
lock in which ~ is placed for igniting 
powder; ~'wood, wood suitable for ~es, 
minute splinters, (make ~wood of, utterly 
smash). [ME, f. OF mesche, of obsc. orig. ] 

match'et (or -fit'), n. Broad heavy knife 
used in America etc. as tool & weapon, 
[f. Sp. machete] 

match'less, a. Without an equal, peer¬ 
less. Hence ~ly2 adv. [match1 + -less] 

mate1, n., & v.t. (chess). = checkmate; 

fool’s ~ (in which first player is ~d at 
opponent’s second move); stale[see 
checkmate ] 

mate2, n. 1. (In working-classes) com¬ 
panion, fellow worker, (also as general 
form of address). 2. One of a pair, esp. 
of birds; fitting partner in marriage. 3. 
(naut.). Officer on merchant ship who sees 
to execution of master’s commands & 
takes command in his absence, (also) 
assistant to some functionary, as cook’s, 
gunner’s, surgeon’s, ~. Hence '—'less (-tl -) 
a., mat'(e)Y2a., sociable, familiar (with). 
[ME, f. MLG mate f. gemate (cf. OHG 
gimazzo) f. WG *gimato messmate (ga- Y- 
+mat meat)] 

mate3, v.t. & i. Join (two persons, one 
with another) in marriage; marry (with, or 
abs.); pair (birds), (of birds) pair; keep 
company (with), [f. prec.] 

ma'te (-a), n. (Vessel for) infusion of 
leaves of a shrub, Paraguay tea; the 
shrub, [f. Sp. mate f. native mali ] 

matelot, || mat'lo(w), (mat'lo), n. (naut. 
si.). Sailor. [F(-efof)] 

ttuWelote (-ot), n. Dish of fish etc. with 
sauce of wine, onions, etc. [F, f. matelot 
sailor] 

mat'er, n. || Mother (si.); dura mater, pia 

mater; ~farnll'ids, mother of household. 
[L]_ _ 

mater'Ial, a. & n. 1. Concerned with the 
matter, not the form, of reasoning; of 
matter, corporeal; — theory of heat (that 
it is a ~ substance); (of conduct, point 
of view, etc.) unspiritual; concerned with 
bodily comfort etc., as ~ well-being-, im¬ 
portant, essential, (to, or abs.; at the — 
dates). 2. n. Matter from which thing 
is made, as raw (unmanufactured) ~; 
elements, constituent parts, (of substance, 
for historical composition etc.); stuff, 
fabric; writing—s (requisites). Hence 
~ity (-aP) n., ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
materiel, -at, f. LL materialis (as matter, 
sce-AL)] 

mater'iallism, n. Opinion that nothing 
exists but matter & its movements & 
modifications, also, that consciousness & 
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will are wholly due to material agency; 
(Art) tendency to lay stress on material 
aspect of objects. So ~ist n., ~is'tic a., 
~is^tICALLY adv. [-ISM] 

mater'Ializ|e, -isle (-iz), v.t. & i. Make, 
represent as, material; cause (spirit) to 
appear, (of spirit) appear, in bodily form; 
become actual fact; make materialistic. 
Hence ~a'ttou n. [-ize] 

maier'Ia mSd'iea, n. Remedial sub¬ 
stances used in practice of medicine, 
[med. L] 

materiel (matariCl'), n. Stock-in-trade, 
available means (opp. personnel). [F, as 
MATERIAL] 

matdrn'al, a. Of mothers; motherly; 
related on the mother’s side, as ~ uncle, 
mother’s brother; (joc.) one’s mother’s. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF malernel or 
L matemus (mater mother), see -al] 

matgrn'ity, n. Motherhood; motherli¬ 
ness ; ~ hospital, nurse, ward, (for women 
during confinement); ~ robe, skirt, (suit¬ 
able for wear by pregnant woman), [f. F 
maternite or med. L maternitas (prec., 
-ty)] 

mathemat'ical, a. Of mathematics; (of 
proofs etc.) rigorously precise. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. F -ifrue or L f. Gk rnathe- 
matikos (mathema science f. manthano, root 
math-, learn, see -ic)] 

mathemat'ics, n. pi. (usu. treated as 
sing.). (Also pure ~) abstract science of 
space & quantity; (also mixed, applied, ~) 
this applied to branches of physical re¬ 
search, e.g. astronomy. So mathe¬ 
ma ti'ciAN (-Tshn) n. [as prec., see -ics] 

mati’co (-te-), n. Peruvian shrub; its 
leaves used as styptic. [Sp., dim of 
Mateo Matthew] 

mat'in, n. (Pi.) one of canonical hours of 
breviary, prop, a midnight office, but also 
recited at daybreak; (pi.) morning prayer 
in Church of England (often mall ins); 
(poet., sing, or pi.) morning song of birds. 
[ME, f. OF malines f. eccl. L matutinas, 
acc. fern. pi. adj. as n. f. L matuiinus of 
the morning, see -ine1] 

matinee (mat'ina), n. Afternoon theatrical 
or musical performance (the ~ hat, lady’s 
hat obstructing, also hat designed not 
to obstruct, view of stage). [F, = what 
occupies a morning (matin morning)] 

mat'Jo, -low (-16). See matelot. 

mat'rass, n. Long-necked glass vessel 
with round or oval body, used for distil¬ 
ling etc. [f. F matras, of unkn. orig. ] 

mat'riarch (-k), n. Woman correspond¬ 
ing in status to patriarch (usu. joc.). [f. L 
mater mother on false anal, of patriarch] 

mat'ridtcfay (-k-), n. Social organization 
in which mother is head of family. So 
matriarch'al (-k-) a. [prec. + - y 1 ] 

mat'ricid|e, n. One who kills his, killing 
of one’s, own mother. So ~al a. [f. L 
matricida (mater, see -CIDE).] 

matric'ullate, v.t. & i. Admit (student) 
to privileges of university; (intr.) be thus 

mattock 

admitted. Hence ~a'tion n., ~at0RY a. 
[f. med. L *matriculare f. LL mairicula 
register, dim. of matrix, + -ate3] 

mat'rimony, n. 1. Rite of marriage; 
state of being married. 2. A card game; 
combination of king & queen of trumps 
in some card games. So matrlmon'lAL 
a., matrimon'ialiY2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
matremoine f. L malrimonium (mater -tris 
mother, see -mony)] 

mat'rix, n. (pi. -ices pr. -Isez, -ixes). 
Womb; place in which thing is developed; 
formative part of animal organ; mass of 
rock etc. enclosing gems etc.; (biol.) sub¬ 
stance between cells; mould in which type 
etc. is cast or shaped. [L, f. mater 
mother] 

mat'ron, n. Married woman; woman 
managing domestic affairs of hospital, 
school, etc. Hence ~age(1, 2), ~hood, 
~ship, nn., <—'AL, ~ly‘, aa. [ME, f. OF 
matrone f. L matrona (mater mother)] 

matt. Var. of mat3 (esp. photogr.). 
matt'amore, n. Subterranean dwelling 
or storehouse, [f. F matamore f. Arab. 
matmurah (famara store up)] 

matt'er1, n. 1. Substance(s) of which a 
physical thing is made. 2. Purulent dis¬ 
charge, whence ~Y2 a., purulent, fester¬ 
ing. 3. Physical substance in general, 
as opp. to spirit, mind, etc. 4. (log.). 
Particular content of proposition, dis¬ 
tinguished from its form. 5. Material 
for thought or expression; substance of 
book, speech, etc. (often opp. to manner 
or form). 6. Occasion (of, for, complaint, 
regret, etc.). 7. Thing(s), as printed ~; 
postal ~, all that may be sent by post; no 
~, it is of no importance (when, how, etc., 
or abs.); what —•?, that need not disquiet 
us. 8. Affair; thing (of a kind specified 
esp. by vbl n.), as a hanging ~, no laugh¬ 
ing ~, money ~s; that is a ~ (case, ques¬ 
tion) of habit etc.; for that~, so far as that 
is concerned; a ~ of (about) 40 years; what 
is the what is amiss (with)) (what is 
the ~ with —?, si., surely — will do); in 
the ~ of, as regards. 9. ~ of course (also as 
adj., w. hyphens), thing to be expected in 
natural course; ~ of fact, what pertains 
to the sphere of fact (opp. to opinion etc.), 
esp. as a ~ of fact, (law) part of judi¬ 
cial inquiry concerned with truth of al¬ 
leged facts (opp. to ~ of law), (adj., with 
hyphens) unimaginative, prosaic. [ME, f. 
AF materie, -ere, OF -iere i. L materia 
timber, stuff] 

matt'er2, v.i. 1. Be of importance, sig¬ 
nify, (to person etc. how, ivhen, etc.,; esp. 
w. neg.). 2. Secrete or discharge pus. 
[f. prec.] 

matt'ing, n. In vbl senses (mat2), esp. 
fabric of hemp, bast, grass, etc. as cover¬ 
ing etc., as coco-nut ~. [-ING1 ] 

mattins. See matin. 
matt'oek, n. Tool of pick1 shape, with an 
adzo & a chisel edge as ends of head. [OE 
mattuc, of unkn. orig. ] 
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matt'oid, n. Person of erratic mind, com¬ 
pound of genius & fool. [f. It. maltoide 
(matto mad)] 

matt'ress, n. Canvas case stuffed with 
hair, straw, feathers, etc., as bed or sup¬ 
port for bed; (usu. spring ~) similar 
appliance of springs stretched in frame. 
[ME, f. OF materas f. It. materasso prob. 
f. Arab. cUmafrah place, cushion (taraha 
throw) ] 

mat'urate, v.i. (med.). (Of pustule etc.) 
come to maturation, [as mature2, -ate3] 

matura'tion, n. Ripening of morbific 
matter esp. of cataract; causing of this, 
whence matur'atiVE a.; ripening of 
fruit; maturing, development, [f. F, or 
Lmaturatio (as mature2, see -ation)) 

mature'1, a. Complete in natural develop¬ 
ment; with fully developed powers of 
body & mind; ~ (careful) deliberation, 
~ plans (formed after this); (of bill) due. 
So ~ly2 (-rl-) adv., ~ness (-rn-), ma- 
tur'rry, nn. [ME, f. L maturus ripe] 

mature'2, v.t. & i. Develop fully; ripen; 
perfect (plan etc.); come to maturity; (of 
bill) become due. [f. obs. F maturer or L 
maturare (as prec.); & f. prec. ] 

matutin'al (or matut'Inal), a. Of, occur¬ 
ring in, the morning; early. So mat'utine 
a. [f. LL matutinalis (matutinus f. Matuta 
goddess of dawn) ] 

maud, n. Scots shepherd’s grey striped 
plaid; travelling-rug like this. [orig. 
unkn.] 

maud'lin, a. & n. Mawkishly sentimental, 
esp. of tearful stage of drunkenness; (n.) 
mawkish sentiment, [(adj. f. n.) f. OF 
Madelaine Magdalen ] 

II mau'gre (-ger), prep. (arch.). In spite 
of. [ME, f. OF maugre (nial bad f. L 
malus + gre f. L grains pleasing) ] 

maul1, mall (mawl), n. Kinds of special 
hammer, commonly of wood. [ME, f. OF 
mail f. L malleus hammer] 

maul2, v.t. Beat & bruise; handle (mate¬ 
rial thing, subject, quotation) roughly or 
carelessly; damage by criticism, [f. prec. ] 

maul'stick, mahl-, n. Light stick held 
by painter in left hand as support for 
right, with padded leather ball at one 
end. [f. Du. maalstok (malen paint + stok 
stick)] 

maund, n. Asian measure of weight of 
varying value (Indian standard ~ = 
82| lb.). [Hind. & Pers. man ] 

maun'der, v.i. Move, act, listlessly; talk 
in dreamy or rambling manner, [peril, 
imit.; cf. dial, daunder] 

maun'dy, n. (In R.-C. countries) cere¬ 
mony of washing the feet of poor people 
(John xiii. 14); (in English use) distribu¬ 
tion of ~ money (specially minted silver 
coins) by royal almoner to the poor on 

Thursday (next before Easter). [ME, 
f. OF rnande f. L mandatum (novum) 
MANDATE ] 

Mau'ser (mowz-), n. Kind of magazine 
rifle or pistol. [W. ~, inventor (d. 1882)] 

mausole um, n. Magnificent tomb, orig. 
that of Mausolus king of Caria erected by 
his queen Artemisia in 4th c. B.c. [L, f. 
Gk Mausoleum (Mausolos)] 

mauvais (mo'va, & see Ap.), a. ~ sujet 
(see Ap.), black sheep, rogue; ~ quart 
d’heure (kifrddr', & see Ap.), short but 
unpleasant experience, interview', etc. [F] 

mauvaise honte (movaz'awnt, & see 
Ap.), n. False shame; painful diffidence. 
[F, = ill shame] 

mauve (mov), n. & a. 1. Bright but delicate 
purple dye from coal-tar aniline. 2. 
adj. Of the colour of this. [F, f. L malva 
mallow ] 

‘mav'erick, n., & v.i. Unbranded calf 
or yearling; (transf.) masterless person, 
rover; (v.i.) stray, [f. S. A. M~, Texas 
engineer who owned unbranded cattle 
c. 1850] 

mav'is, n. (poet.). Song-thrush. [ME, f. 
OF mauvis, of unkn. orig. ] 

mavour'neen (-oor-), n. & int. My dar¬ 
ling. [Ir. mo mhuirnin] 

maw, n. Stomach (only joc. of men), 
esp. last of ruminant’s four stomachs; 
~'worm, intestinal wTorm. [OE maga, 
MDu. maghe, OHG mago, ON magi t. 
Gmc *magon-] 

mawk'ish, a. Of faint sickly flavour; 
feebly sentimental. Hence ~LY2 adv., 
~ness n. [f. obs. mawk maggot f. ON 
mathkr + -ish 1 ] 

maw'seed, n. Seed of opium poppy, [f. 
G (dial.) molisamen (G mohn poppy)] 

maxill'la, n. (pi. ~a«). Jaw(bone), esp. 
upper jaw in animals & most vertebrates. 
Hence ~ary ~iform, aa. [L ] 

max'im *, n. A general truth drawn from 
science or experience; principle, rule of 
conduct. [ME, f. OF maxims or med. L 
maxima (proposilio), fem. adj., greatest] 

Max'im2, n. Single-barrelled quick-firing 
machine gun, with water-casing to keep 
parts cool. [H. ~, inventor (d. 1916)] 

max'Imalist, n. Person w'ho holds out 
for the maximum of his demands & re¬ 
jects compromises, [maximum, -al, -ist] 

max'imlz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Increase, 
magnify, to the utmost; interpret (doc¬ 
trine etc.) vigorously. Hence ~a'tion n. 
[f. L maximus greatest + -ize] 

max'imum, n. (pi. usu. -ima), & a. 
Highest possible magnitude or quantity 
(often attrib.); ~ price (that may not be 
exceeded); ~ thermometer (recording 
highest temperature within given period); 
(adj.) largest or largest possible. [L, 
neut. as prec. ] 

II max'imus, a. (In schools) eldest of the 
name, as Jones ~. [see maximize] 

may1, v. auxil. (3rd sing, may; past might, 
pr. mit; no infin. or part, or gerund). 
1. Expr. possibility, as it ~ be true (neg. it 
cannot be), it ~ not be (perhaps is not) 
true, you ~ walk miles without seeing one, 
he ~ or might (perhaps wdll) lose his way, 
1 was afraid he might (perhaps w'ould) 
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lose his way, I ~ have been (perhaps was) 
wrong, afraid he might have (perhaps 
had) lost it. 2. Kxpr. permission, as you 
~ (neg. must* not or cannot) go, I wish 
I might; you might (I request you to) call 
at the baker’s; you. might (ought to, yet do 
not) offer to help, you might (ought to) 
have offered. 3. (In final clauses, & after 
wish, fear, etc.) lake, took, such a course as 
~, might, avert the danger-, I hope he ~, 
hoped he might, succeed. 4. (Expr. wish) 
~ you live to repent it! 5. (In questions, 
emphasizing uncertainty) who ~ you be? 
6. ~'be (also arch. ~hap'), perhaps; 
might-have-been, a past possibility. (OE 
mseg (1st sing.) = OS, OHG, Goth, mag, 
ON ma, f. Gmc *mag- be strong; cf. 
MAIN2, MIGHT] 

may2, n. (poet.). Maiden. [ME, peril, f. 
ON may, mey = Goth, maxvi] 

May3, n. 1. Fifth month of year; (fig.) 
bloom, prime; Queen of (the) girl 
chosen to be queen of games on ~ Day. 
2. (may). Hawthorn (blossom). 3. ||(Camb. 
Univ., pi.) ~ examination, ~ boat-races 
held during ~ Week (late in ~ or early in 
June). 4. ~ Day, May 1 (magma1, keeping 
this, picking may) ; II May'fair, district in 
West End of London (named from fair 
formerly held in~); may’fly, an ephemeral 
insect; ~ games, on ~ Day; may'pole, 
pole painted & decked with flowers, for 
dancing round on ~ Day; || ~ meetings (of 
religious & philanthropic societies held 
during ~ in London). [ME, f. OF mai f. 
L Maius] 

tna'ya (mah-), n. (Hind, philos.). Illusion. 
[Skr.] 

Ma'yan (mah-), a. Of the ancient culture 
of the Mayas before their conquest by the 
TOLTECS. 

may'day, n. International radio-tele¬ 
phonic distress signal used by ships & 
aircraft, [pron. of F m’aidez help me ] 

may'hem, n. (hist.). Crime of maiming a 
person so as to render him partly or wholly 
defenceless, [f. AF mahaym maim ] 

mayonnaise' (-az), n. (Salmon, chicken, 
etc., ~, dish with) dressing of eggs, oil, 
cream, vinegar, etc. [F] 

mayor (mar), n. Head of municipal cor¬ 
poration of city or borough (in London & 
some other cities Lord Af~); ~ of the 
palace, nominal subordinate to whom the 
power of his titular superior has passed 
(see roi faineant). Hence may'orAL a. 
[ME, f. OFmaire, as major2] 

may'oralty, n. Mayor’s (period of) office. 
[f. OF mairalte (as prec., see -At & -ty)J 

may'oress, n. Mayor’s wife; female 

mayor; lady fulfilling ceremonial duties 

of '—'. [-ESS1] 
maz'ard, -zz-, n. (Arch.) head, face; 
wild sweet cherry of Europe, [alt. of 
MAZER] 

mazarine' (-en), n. & a. Deep rich blue, 
[perh. f. name of Cardinal Mazarin (d. 
1601), or Duchesse de Mazarin (d. 1099)] 

B 

Maz'daism, n. Zoroastrianism, [f. Aves- 
tic mazda, good principle in Persian 
theology] 

maze, n., & v.t. 1. Complex network of 
paths, labyrinth; confused mass etc. 
2. v.t. Bewilder, confuse, (esp. in p.p.). 
Hence maz'lLY2 adv., maz'iNESS n., 
maz'y2 a. [ME ; cf. amaze, rel. to which 
is uncert.] 

maz'er, n. (hist.). Hard-wood drinking - 
-bowl, usu. silver-mounted. [ME, f. OF 
masere, masdre maple-wood, f. WG 
•maser; cf. OS masur, OHG masar ex¬ 
crescence on tree, maple (cf. mdsa spot), 
ON mgsurr, see measles] 

mazutk'a, n. Lively Polish dance; music 
for this in triple time. [Polish, = woman 
of province Mazovia] 

mazz'ard, n. Var. of mazard. 
*McCsii’'thy|ism (makdi-), n. Policy of 
hunting out (suspected) Communists & 
removing them esp. from Government 
departments. Hence ~ite 1 a. & n. [f. 
Joseph McCarthy, U.S. senator (d. 1957), 
-ISM] 

me1 (me, ml), pron., objective case of I (& 
colloq. subjective, as it’s only me); (arch. 
& poet., reflexive) myself, I laid me down ; 
(arch.) corresp. to ethic dative (but me no 
buts); (in intt.) ah me!, dear me! [repr. 
OE acc. (1) me, (2) mec, & dat. (3) me; 
(1) = OS mi, me f. Aryan "me, *eme, cf. L 
me, Gk (c)me; (2) = OS, ON, Goth, mik, 
OHG mih f. Aryan *me-g6, cf. Gk emege; 
(3) = OS mi, OHG mir, ON mer, Goth. 
miz f. Aryan *mes ] 

me2. See Ml. 
mead1, n. Alcoholic liquor of fermented 
honey & water. [OE meodu, MLG mede, 
OHG metu, ON mjQthr f. Gmc *meduz, 
cogn. w. Gk methu wine] 

mead2, n. (poet.). = foil, [see foil.] 
meadow (mbd'o), n. Piece of grass land, 
esp. one used for hay; low well-watered 
ground, esp. near river;~ brown, common 
brown butterfly; ~ pipit, titlark; ~ 
saffron, perennial plant abundant in ~s, 
with lilac flowers; -—sweet, rosaceous 
plant common in moist ~s, with creamy- 
-whito fragrant flowers. Hence ~Y2 
(mCd'oi) a. [OE rno.dwe obi. case of 
imld (whence prec.) f. Gmc *meedwo f. 
*m#-MOW3] 

mea'gre (-ger), a. (Of persons etc.) lean, 
thin; poor, scanty, (esp. of meals, as ~ 
fare); (of literary composition, ideas, etc.) 
wanting in fullness. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n., (-ger-). [ME, f. OF megre f. L 
macer] 

meal1, n. Edible part of any grain or 
pulse (usu. exc. flour) ground to powder; 
whole ~. [OE melu, OS, OHG melo, ON 
mjQl f. Gmc *mel-, cogn. w. L molere 
grind] 

meal2, n., & v.i. Customary (also, any) 
occasion of taking food; food so taken 
(make a ~ of, consume); || quantity of 
milk given by cow at a milking; ~'time, 
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usual time of eating; (v.i.) eat a[OE 
mad mark, fixed time, meal, = OS, 
OHG, ON mat, Goth me.l f. Gmc 'nullum] 

meal'ie, n. (S.-Afr.). Maize (usu. pi.), [f. 
Afrikaans milje f. Port, milho millet] 

meal'y, a. Of, like, containing, meal; 
(of boiled potatoes) dry & powdery; — 
-bug, insect infesting vines etc.; ~ prim¬ 
rose (mauve-flowered with powdery 
stem); (of horses) spotty; (of complexion) 
pale; (usu. ~-mouihed) apt to mince 
matters, soft-spoken. Hence meal'iNESS 
n. [meal 1 -f- -Y2 ] 

mean1, n. 1. Condition, quality, virtue, 
course, equally removed from two op¬ 
posite (usu. blamable) extremes, esp. the 
golden, happy, ~. 2. (math.). Term 
between first & last terms of arithmetical, 
geometrical, etc., progression. 3. pi. 
(Often treated as sing., as a ~s) that by 
which a result is brought about, as it has 
been the ~s of extending our trade, by fair 
~s, ways & ~s, ~s of grace (sacraments 
etc.). 4. Pecuniary resources, as he lives 
beyond his, on h is ovm, ~s (also attrib., as 
~.s test, principle of requiring some proof 
of need as condition of assistance); 
wealth, as a man of ~s. 5. By all (manner 
of) ~s, in every possible way, at any cost, 
certainly; by no (manner o/)~s, not at all, 
certainly not; by ~s (the instrumentality) 
o/(person, thing, doing), [f. foil., partly 
thr. F] 

mean2, a. (Math.) equally far from two 
extremes, as 5 is the ~ quantity between 
2 & 8; ~ sea level (half-way between 
those of high and low water); ~ sun, 
fictitious sun moving in celestial equator 
at ~ rate of real sun; ~ proportional, 
second of throe quantities of which first 
is to it as to third; in the ~ (intervening) 
time, while; ~'time, while, adw., in the 
~ time. [ME, f. OF men, meien, f. L 
medianus MEDIAN ] 

mean3, a. (Of capacity, understanding, 
etc.) inferior, poor; (hist.) ~ while, land¬ 
less white man in S. United States; not 
imposing in appearance, shabby; he is 
no ~ (a good) scholar; ignoble, small- 
minded; stingy; uncomfortable, malici¬ 
ous, ill tempered; *(colloq.) secretly 
ashamed (feel ~). Hence ~'ly2 adv., 
~'ness n. [ME, repr. OE gem&ne, OS 
gimeni, OHG gimeini, Goth, gamains, 
cogn. w. L communis] 

mean4, v.t. (~f, pr. m<5nt). Purpose, 
have in mind, (mischief, business, to do); 
design, destine, for an object etc., as ~ it 
to be used, ~ it for a stopgap, he was ~f (by 
parents etc., also, by Providenoe) for a 
soldier; I ~ you to (am determined that 
you shall) go; ~ well to, by, be kindly 
disposed towards; intend to convey 
(specified sense) or indicate (object), as 
I ~ that he is stingy, I ~ his father; (of a 
person) be of (specified) importance to 
(another); (of words or person) signify, 
import, (thing, that); what do you ~ by 

(how do you justify) it? [OE rneenan, OS 
menian, OHG meinen f. WG *mainjan] 

mean'der, n., & v.i. 1. (PI.) sinuous wind¬ 
ings of river; (pi.) winding paths; (usu. 
pi.) circuitous journey; ornamental pat¬ 
tern of lines winding in & out. 2. v.i. 
Wander at random, (of stream) wind 
about, [(vb f. n.) L, f. Gk Maiandros, 
river in Phrygia] 

mean'drine, a. Full of windings (esp. of 
genus of corals with surface like human 

brain), [meander + -ine 1 ] 

mean'ing1, n. What is meant; with ~, 
significantly. Hence~LESSa. [-ING1] 

mean'ing2, a. Expressive, significant, 

whence ~ly2 adv.; well—, having good 

intention, [-ing2] 

mea'sles (-zlz), n. pi. Infectious disease 
of man, marked by red spots on skin; 
such spots; disease in swine; german2~. 

[ME maselels) (pi.), f. MLG masele, = 
M.Du. masel, Du. mazelen; cf. OHG 
masala pustule, cogn. w. masar mazer] 

meas'ly (-z-), a. Of, affected with, 
measles; (si.) contemptible, worthless, [f. 
prec. +-Y2] 

measure1 (mCzh'er), n. 1. Size, quantity, 
found by measuring, whence ~less a., 
beyond ~, infinite; short, full, ~, less, not 
less, than professed amount; || clothes 
made to ~ (in accordance with measure¬ 
ments taken); take (person’s)~, measure 
him for clothes etc., (fig.) gauge his 
character, abilities, etc. 2. Degree or 
extent or amount (esp. in a or some ~, 
partly). 3. Vessel of standard capacity 
for dealing out liquids etc., as pint ~. 
4. Rod, tape, etc., for measuring, as tape- 
-~, yard—5. Unit of capacity, e.g. 
bushel, as 20 ~s of wheat. 6. System of 
measuring, as liquid, linear, ~, dist. 
weight. 7. That by which a thing is com¬ 
puted, as a chain's weakest link is the ~ 
of its strength. 8. Quantity contained in 
another an exact number of times; great¬ 
est common ~ (greatest that divides each 
of given quantities). 9. Prescribed extent 
or quantity, as set ~s to, limit, beyond ~, 
excessively. 10. Poetical rhytlim, metre; 
time of piece of music; (mus.) bar; (arch.) 
dance, as tread o~. 11. Suitable action, 
as take ~s. 12. Legislative enactment. 
[ME, f. OF mesure f. L mensura (metiri 
mens- measure, -ure)] 

measur|e2 (mSzh'er), v.t. & i. 1. Ascertain 
extent or quantity of (thing) by com¬ 
parison with fixed unit or with object of 
known size; ascertain size & proportions 
of (person) for clothes. 2. Look (person) 
up & down with one’s eye. 3. Mark off or 
off (line etc. of given length). 4. ~e one’s 
length, fall prostrate; ~e sivords, (of 
duellists) see that sword3 are of equal 
length, (fig.) try one’s strength with 
(person). 5. Estimate (immaterial thing, 
person’s character, etc.) by some standard 
or rule. 6. Deal out (thing to person). 7. 
Bring (one’s strength etc.) into com- 
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petition with (another’s). 8. (poet.). 
Traverse (distance). 9. v.i. Take measure¬ 
ments; be of specified size (it ~es six 
inches); *~e up to, have necessary quali¬ 
fications for. Hence ~ablh (mezh'er-) 
a. (within ~able distance of ruin etc., 
getting near it), ~abLY2 adv., ~cment 
(mCzh'erm-) n. (esp., pi., detailed dimen¬ 
sions). [ME, f. OF mesurer (as prec.)] 

mea'sured (mSzh'erd), a. In vbl senses, 
also: rhythmical, regular in movement, 
as ~ tread; (of language) carefully 
weighed, [p.p. of prec.] 

meat, n. Animal flesh as food, usu. (also 
butcher’s ~) excluding fish & poultry; 
green ~, grass, green vegetables, as food; 
(arch.) food of any kind (as full as an 
egg is of ~, quite full; one man’s ~ is 
another man’s poison); this was ~ cfr drink 
(a great pleasure) to him; (arch.) meal, as 
before, after, ~; '—-safe, clipboard for 
storing ~, usu. of wire gauze etc.; (bibl.) 
~-offering (R.V. meal-), sacrifice of flour 
& oil. Hence~'LESS a. [OE mete food, OS 
meti, mat, OHG mas, ON matr, Goth. 
mats ] 

meat'us, n. (anat.; pi. -us, -uses). Channel, 
passage, in the body, as auditory ~, chan¬ 
nel of the ear. [L, f. meare flow, run ] 

meat'y, a. Full of meat, fleshy; (flg.) full 
of substance; of or like meat. [-Y2] 

Mecc'a, n. Mohammed’s birthplace; (fig.) 
place one aspires to visit, (also) birth¬ 
place of a faith, policy, pursuit, etc. [f. 
Arab, makkah] 

mecca'no (-ah-), n. Set of miniature 
parts from which engineering models can 
be constructed. [P] 

mechan'ic (-k-), n. 1. Handicraftsman; 
skilled workman, esp. one who makes or 
uses machinery. 2. pi. Branch of applied 
mathematics treating of motion & ten¬ 
dencies to motion, (also) science of 
machinery. [ME, f. OF -ique or L f. Gk 
mekhanikos adj. (as machine, see -IC) ] 

mechan'ical (-k-), a. Of machines or 
mechanism; the ~ powers, lever, wheel 
& axle, pulley, inclined plane, wedge, 
screw; of the nature of handicraft; work¬ 
ing, produced, by machinery; ~ drawing 
(done with compasses etc.); ~ transport 
(abbr. M.T.), motor branch of R.A.S.C.; 
(of persons or actions),like machines, auto¬ 
matic, lacking originality; (of agencies, 
principles, etc.) belonging to mechanics; 
(of theories etc.) explaining phenomena 
by assumption of ~ action, whence ~ ism 
n.; of mechanics as a science. Hence ~ly2 
adv.,~NESS a. [ME, as prec., see -al] 

mechani'cian (-kanlshn), n. One skilled 
in constructing machinery, [mechanic + 
-IAN] 

mech'anism (-k-), n. Structure, adapta¬ 
tion of parts, of machine (lit. & flg.); sys¬ 
tem of mutually adapted parts working 
together (as) in machine; (art) mechanical 
execution, technique, [f. mod. L median- 
ismus (as machine, -ism)] 

mech'an|ist (-k-), n. Machinist (now 
rare); mechanician, expert in mechanics; 
(philos.) one who holds that all natural 
phenomena admit of mechanical explana¬ 
tion (opp. vitalist), whence ~is'tic a. 
[f. MECHANIC +-1ST] 

mech'aniz|e (-k-), -is|e (-iz), v.t. Give 
mechanical character to. Hence ~a'tion 
n., (esp.) substitution of motor transport 
for horse-drawn vehicles, replacement of 
cavalry by tanks & armoured cars, etc. 
[-IZK ] _ 

Mech'lin ( k-), n. (Also ~ lace) lace made 
at ~ (now Mechelen or Malines) in 
Belgium. 

rned'al, n. Piece of metal, usu. in form of 
coin, struck or cast with inscription & 
device to commemorate event etc., also 
awarded as distinction to soldier, scholar, 
etc., for services rendered, proficiency, 
etc.; the reverse of the ~, other side of 
question; ~ play (golf), play in which the 
score is reckoned by counting the number 
of strokes taken for the round, opp. 
matchplay. Hence'—Inn2 (-Id), medall'ic. 
aa. [f. F medaille f. It. medaglia f. Rom. 
*medallia f. *metallea f. melalium metal] 

medall'ion (-yon), n. Large medal; thing 
so shaped, e.g. decorative panel or tablet, 
portrait, etc. [f. F medallion (as prec., 
see -oon) ] 

med'allist, n. Engraver, designer, of 
medals; recipient of medal, as gold 
[-1ST] 

med'dl|e, v.i. Busy oneself unduly with, 
interfere in. Hence ~er1, ~esomeNESS, 
nn., ~esome (-dls-) a. [ME, f. OF 
medler, var. of mesler f. Rom. *misculare 
f. L miscere mix ] 

mSd'ta n. (pi. -ae). Voiced or soft mute 
(6, d, g), cf. tenuis ; middlo membrane of 
artery or vessel. [L, fern, of medius 
middle ] 

mediaev'al, -diev'al, a. Of, imitating, 
the Middle Ages. Hence ~ism(2), ~ist(3), 
nn., ~ize(2, 3) v.t. & i., ~ly2 adv. [f. L 
medius middle +aevum age +-al] 

med'Ial, a. Situated in the middle; of 
average dimensions. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[f. LL mediedis (as prec., see -al)] 

med'ian, a. & n. 1. Situated in the middle. 
2. n. (Anat.) ~ artery, vein, nerve, etc.; 
(math.) straight line drawn from angular 
point of triangle to middle of opposite 
side. [f. F rrUdian or L medianus (as prec., 
see -an)] 

med'iant, n. (mus.). Third of any scale. 
[f. It. mediante (as mediate2, see -ant)] 

mediastin'lum, n. (anat.). Membranous 
middle septum, esp. between lungs. 
Hence ~al a. [med. L, neut. adj., = 
middle, f. L medius] 

med'iate1, a. Connected not directly 
but through some other person or thing; 
involving intermediate agency. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [as foil., see -ate2] 

med'i|ate2, v.i. & t. Form connecting 
link between; intervene (between two 
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persons) for purpose of reconciling them; 
be the medium for bringing about (result) 
or conveying (gift etc.). So ~a'tion n. 
[f. LL mediate (medius middle), see -ate3] 

med'iatiz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Annex 
(principality) to another State, leaving 
former sovereign his title & some rights 
of government. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. F 
mediatiser (mddiat, as mediate1, see -ize)] 

mediator, n. One who mediates^ esp. 
Christ. Hence or cogn. mediator'iAL, 
med'iatOKY, aa., med'lamix n. [ME, 
f. OF mediatour f. LL mediatorem (as 
MEDIATE2, see -OR)] 

med'icable, a. Admitting of remedial 
treatment, [f. L medicabilis (as medicate, 

see -ble)] 

med'Ical, a. & n. 1. Of the healing art; ~ 
man, physician or surgeon; of medicine 
as opp. to surgery, obstetrics, etc.; re¬ 
quiring ~, not surgical, treatment; ~ 
jurisprudence, the legal knowledge re¬ 
quired of a doctor. 2. n. (colloq.). ~ stu¬ 
dent. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. F medical or 
LL medicalis (medicus physician, see 
-AL)] 

medic'ament (or m6d-), n. Substance 
used in curative treatment. [F, or f. L 
medicamentum (as medicate, see -ment)] 

med'icaster, n. Quack, [f. L medicus 
physician, see -aster] 

med'ic|ate, v.t. Treat medically; impreg¬ 
nate with medicinal substance. Hence or 
cogn. ~a'tion n., ~ativE a. [f. L medicari 
(as prec.), see -ate3] 

Medice'an, a. Of the Medici family, 
rulers of Florence in 15th c. [f. mod. L 
Mediceus 4- -an ] 

m6di'cinal, a. Of medicine; having heal¬ 
ing properties. Hence ~ly 2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF f. L medicinalis (as foil., see -al)] 

medicine (mfid'sn, mSd'isIn), n., & v.t. 
1. Art of restoring & preserving health, 
esp. by means of remedial substances & 
regulation of diet etc., as opp. to surgery 
& obstetrics; substance, esp. one taken 
internally, used in this; (among savages) 
spell, charm, fetish, as —man, magician; 
take one’s~, submit to the disagreeable; 
~ ball, stuffed leather ball thrown & 
caught as means of exercise. 2. v.t. 
(arch.). Give ~ to, cure with ~. [ME; 
(vb f. OF medeciner) f. OF medecine f. L 
medicina (medicus physician) ] 

mSd'ico, n. (colloq.; pi.<~s). Doctor. [It.] 
med'ico-, irreg. comb, form of L medicus 
physician, medical-, as ~botan'ical, 
~galvan'ic, ~judi'cial. 

medieval. See mediaeval. 

med'iocre (-ker), a. Of middling quality, 
indifferent, neither good nor bad. So 
mSdioc'riTY n. (in adj. senses, & esp. ~ 
person), [f. F mediocre or L mediocris of 
middle degree (medius middle)] 

med'itatie, v.t. & i. Plan mentally, de¬ 
sign; (intr.) exercise the mind in (esp. 
religious) contemplation (on, upon, sub¬ 
ject). Hence or cogn. meditA'TiON, ~or, 

~iveNESS, nn., ~ive a., ~iveLY2 adv. [f. 

L meditari, see -ate 3 ] 
mediterranean, a. & n. (Of land) remote 
from coast (rare); (of water surfaces) land- 
docked ; M~ (Sea), that which separates 
Europe from Africa, [f. L medilerraneus 
(medius middle +ferra land) +-an] 

med'ium, n. & a. (pi. -a, -urns). 1. Middle 
quality, degree, etc. (between extremes, 
or abs.); intervening substance through 
which impressions are conveyed to senses 
etc., e.g. air; (fig.) environment, condi¬ 
tions of life; agency, means, as by, 
through, the ~ of; ~ of circulation, what 
serves as instrument of commercial trans¬ 
actions, e.g. coin; liquid vehicle with 
which pigments are mixed, e.g. oil, water; 
person claiming ultraphysical perception 
and revealing its results to others, whence 
~ism n., ~is'tic a., ~ize(3) v.t. 2. adj. 
Intermediate between two degrees or 
amounts, average, moderate; ~ bowler 
(neither fast nor slow); ~ wave (radio), 
having a wave-length between 100 & 800 
metres. [L, neut. of medius middle] 

med'lar, n. (Tree with) fruit like small 
brown apple, eaten when decayed. [ME, 
f. OF mecUer f. *medle (whence obs. E 
medle) f. mesle f. L f. Gk mespile, -on] 

med'ley, n. (pi. ~s), a., & v.t. Hetero¬ 
geneous mixture; mixed company; 
literary miscellany; (adj.)mixed, motley; 
(v.t.) make a~ of, intermix. [ME, f. OF 
medlee var. of meslee (as meddle)] 

Medoc' (ma-), n. Red wine from ~, 
district in S.W. France. 

medail'a, n. Marrow of bones; spinal 
marrow; ~ (oblongat'a prolonged) hind¬ 
most segment of brain; central parts of 
some organs, esp. kidney; pith of mam¬ 
malian hair; soft internal tissue of plants. 
So medull'ARY2 a. [L, *= pith, marrow, 
prob. cogn. w. medius middle] 

medus'ia, n. (pi. ~ae, ~as). 1. (Gk myth.; 
M~a) one of the three gorgons, with 
snakes for hair. 2. (zool.). Jelly-fish, 
whence ~al, ~an, aa., ~oid a. & n. [L, 
f. Gk Medousa] 

meed, n. (poet.). Reward; merited por¬ 
tion (of praise etc.). [OE vied, OS meda, 
OHG meta f. WG *meda cogn. w. Goth. 
mizdd, Gk misthos reward] 

meek, a. Piously humble & submissive; 
submitting tamely to injury etc.; (prow.) 
as ~ as a lamb, as Moses. Hence ~'ly2 
adv., ~'ness n. [ME meoc f. ON miukr 
soft, gentle] 

meer'kat, n. Small S.-Afr. mammal like 
an ichneumon. [Du., = sea-cat] 

meer'scliaum (-shm), n. Hydrous sili¬ 
cate of magnesium, found in soft white 
masses; tobacco-pipe with ~ bowl. [G, = 
sea-foam (meer sea +schaum foam)] 

meet1, n. Meeting of hounds & men for 
hunt or of cyclists etc. [f. foil. ] 

meet2, v.t. & i. (mil). 1. Come face to face 
with (person coming from opposite direc¬ 
tion) ; go to place to receive (person, train. 
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etc.) on arrival; make the acquaintance 
of (imperat., U.-S. form of introduction, 
as ~ Dr Smith); ~ (person) half-way, 
respond to friendly advances of, come 
to compromise with. 2. (Of line, road, 
etc.) reach point of contact with (another 
line etc.). 3. ~ the. eye, ear, bo visible, 
audible; ~ person’s eye, see he is looking 
at one, (also) return his gaze. 4. Oppose 
in battle or duel; grapple with (evils etc.). 
5. Come by accident or design into the 
company of. 6. Come into conformity 
with (person, his wishes). 7. Satisfy 
(demand; ~ the case, be adequate); pay 
(bill) at maturity. 8. (Of two or more 
persons) come face to face; come together, 
as they had or were met together; assemble 
for purpose of conference, business, etc. 
9. Come into contact (waistcoat won't ~, 
is too small); (of qualities) unite in same 
person. 10. ~ with, come across (person, 
obstacle, etc.), experience (treatment 
etc.). [OE metan, OS motian, ON rndta, 
Goth, gamotjan f. Gmc "mot- moot] 

meet3, a. (arch.). Suitable, fit, proper, 
(/or thing, to do, to be done); it is ~ 
(proper) that. Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness 
n. [ME mete repr. OE gemsete f. Gmc 
*gamsetja- (*ga- Y- 4- *rru%t- mete2)] 

meet'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp.; duel; 
race-~; assembly of people for enter¬ 
tainment etc.; assembly for worship; 
persons assembled, as address the ~; ~- 
-house, place of worsliip (usu. disparaging 
exc. of Quakers); ~-pZace (appointed for 
~). [MEET2 + -ING1] 

meg'a-, comb. form of Gk megas great, as: 
~cephal'ic, large-headed; ~lith, large 
stone, esp. as monument; ~iith’ie, made 
of, marked by use of, large stones; 

instrument for carrying sound 
a long distance, large speaking-trumpet 
(v.t., announce with ~phone); ~pode, 
~p<3d, kinds of mound-building birds (lit. 
large-footed); ~scope, kind of magic 
lantern; ~sc&p'ic, visible to naked eye; 
~ther'ium, extinct kind of huge herbi¬ 
vorous sloth-like animals; ~ton 1,000,000 
tons ; ~watt, 1,000 kilowatts, 

meg'alo-, comb, form of Gk megas megal- 
great, as: ^mdn'ia, insanity of self- 
-exaltation, passion for big things; 
~saur'us, extinct kind of huge carni¬ 
vorous lizards. 

megass(e)', n. Fibrous residue after ex¬ 
pression of sugar from cane. [orig. unkn.; 
cf. BAGASSE] 

megg'er (-g-), n. (electr.). Apparatus for 
measuring insulation resistance. [P; cf. 
MEGOHM] 

megilp' (-g-), n. Vehicle (usu. linseed oil 
& turpentine) for oil colours, [orig. unkn. ] 

m£g'ohm (-om), n. (electr.). Unit of 
resistance (one million ohms), [mega- + 
OHM] 

meg'rim1, n. Severe headache usu. on 
one side only; whim, fancy; (pi.) low 
spirits, vapours; (pi.) staggers, vertigo, 

meliorate 

in horses etc. [ME mygrane f. OF mi¬ 
graine f. LL f. Gk BEm(krania cranium)] 

meg'rim2, n. (Local name for) the 
smooth sole or similar flat fish. [orig. 
unkn. ] 

meios'is (mid-), n. = litotes; (biol.) 
phase of nuclear change in germ cells. 
[Gk meidsis (meioo lessen, f. melon less, 
see -osis)] 

meis’ter singer (mis-), n. pi. & sing. Ger¬ 
man lyric poets & musicians of 14th- 
-16th cc. organized in guilds & having 
elaborate technique; (sing.) member of 
such guild. [G (master)] 

mekom'eter, n. Portable military range- 
-flnder. [f. Gk mekos length + -meter] 

melanchSl'ia (-k-), n. Emotional mental 
disease marked by depression & ill- 
-grounded fears. [LL, see melancholy] 

melanchol'ic (-k-), a. Melancholy; liable 
to melancholy, [f. L f. Gk melagkholikos 
(as foil., see -IC)] 

mel'ancholy (-k-), n. & a. 1. (Habitual 
or constitutional tendency to) sadness & 
depression; pensive sadness. 2. adj. (Of 
persons) sad, gloomy; (of thing’s) sadden¬ 
ing, depressing. [ME; (adj. f. n.) f. OF 
(-lie), f. LL f. Gk melagkholia (melas black 
+ khole bile)] 

Melane'sjia (-sha), n. Group of islands 
N.E. of Australia, in which the dominant 
race is dark-skinned & frizzly-haired. 
Hence ~ian a. & n., (native, language) of 
these islands, [f. Gk melas black -fwesos 
island + -ia 1 ] 

melange (see Ap.), n. Mixture, medley. 
[F (me'Zer mix, as meddle)] 

mel'anism, n. Darkness of colour result¬ 
ing from abnormal development of black 
pigment in epidermis, hair, etc. [f. Gk 
melas -anos black +-ISM] 

melanoch'roi (-k-), n. pi. (anthrop.). 
Smooth-haired class of men with dark 
hair & pale complexion, [f. Gk melano- 
khroos (melas black + khroa skin) ] 

melan|5s'xs, n. Morbid deposit, ab¬ 
normal development, of black pigment 
in tissue; black cancer. Hence ~ot'io 

(-fit-) a. [Gk melanosis f. melanoo blacken 
(melas black), see -osis] 

Mel'ba, n. ~ toast (also toast ~), thin crisp 
toast; p£che [Dame Nellie 
Australian prima donna (d. 1931)] 

•meld1, v.t. & i. Merge, [perh. f. melt + 
weld] 

meld2, v.t. & i., & n. (In some card games) 
declare for a score; (n.) act of ~ing, 
group of cards (to be) ~ed. [f. G melden 
announce ] 

melee (mSl'a), n. Mixed fight, skirmish; 
lively debate. [F, as medley] 

mgl'ic, a. (Of poem, esp. Gk lyric) meant 
to be sung. [f. G^melikos(melos song, -10)] 

mel'inite, n. An explosive of French in¬ 
vention. [f. F melinite f. Gk melinos 
(melon apple), see -ite 1 ] 

mel'ior|ate, v.t. & i. Improve. Hence 
~A'TlONn. [f. LL(iorare(asf0] 1.), -ate3] 
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mel'ioriism, n. Doctrine that the world 
may be made better by human effort. So 
~ist n. [L melior better + -ism] 

mell'ay, n. (arch.). *= mDliSe. 
melliferous, a. Yielding, producing, 
honey, [f. L m.dlifer (mel honey, see 
-FERGUS)] 

mellif'lujous (-ldf>-), a. (Of voice, words) 
sweet as honey. So ~enoe n., ~ent a., 
(-ldb-). [f. LL mellifluus (mel honey, fluere 
flow) + -ous ] 

mell'ow (-6), a. (~er, ~esf), & v.t.. & i. 1. 
(Of fruit) soft, sweet, & juicy; (of wine) 
well-matured; (of earth) rich, loamy; (of 
character) softened by age or experi¬ 
ence ; (of sound, colour, light) full & pure 
without harshness; genial, jovial; partly 
intoxicated. 2. vb. Make, become, ~. 
Hence ~ly2 (-611) adv., ~NESS (-on-) n. 
[15th c., formally corresp. to OE melu 
raeliv- meal1, of wh. mellow may be an 
att-rib. use] 

melod'eon, -dxon, -dium, n. Small 
organ with suction-operated reeds; kind 
of accordion, [f. melody ] 

melod'ic, a. Of or relating to melody. 
[f. F mrflodique (as melody, see -IC) ] 

melSd'ious, a. Of, producing, melody; 
sweet-sounding. Hence~ly2 adv., ~ness 

n. [ME, f. OF -iieus (as melody, see -ous)] 
mel'odist, n. Singer; composer of melo¬ 

dies. [f. MELODY +-1ST] 
mel'odize, -ise (-iz), v.i. & t. Make 
melody; make melodious, [f. melody + 
-ize ] 

melodra'ma (-rah-), n. Sensational 
dramatic piece with violent appeals to 
emotions & happy ending; language, 
behaviour, suggestive of this; (formerly) 
play with songs interspersed & with or¬ 
chestral music accompanying the action. 
Hence melodramat'io a., melodra- 
mat'iCALLY adv., melodram'atiST n., 
melodram'atlZE v.t. [earlier -drame f. 
F melodrame (Gk melos music + F drame 
DRAMA)] 

mel'ody, n. Sweet music; musical ar¬ 
rangement of words; arrangement of 
single notes in musically expressive suc¬ 
cession; principal part in harmonized 
music, air. [ME, f. OF melodic f. LL f. Gk 
meloixlia (melos song, see ode)] 

mel'on, n. Kinds of gourd, esp. water ~; 
-'-’-cutting (si.), sharing of spoils or profits. 
[ME, f. OF, f. LL melonem (nom. -lo), 
shortened f. L (-po) f. Gk melopepon 
(melon apple + pepbn gourd)] 

Melpom'ene, n. The muse1 of tragedy. 
[Gk] 

melt1, n. Melted metal; amount melted 
at a time. [f. foil. ] 

melt2, v.i. & t. (p.p. ~ed &, as adj. of 
metal, molten). Become liquefied by heat; 
~ away, disappear thus: (colloq., of 
person) suffer extreme heat; (of tender 
food) it ~s (is easily dissolved) in the 
mouth; (of clouds) break into rain; (of 
person, heart, feelings) be softened by or 

memorandum 

with pity or love, dissolve into tears, esp. 
the ~ing mood, whence mel'tingLY2 adv.; 
dwindle away; (of sound) be soft & liquid; 
pass imperceptibly into (another form); 
reduce (metal etc.) to liquid condition by 
heat; ~ down (plate etc., to use the metal 
as raw material); go into the ~ing-pot 
(fig.), be revolutionized; soften (person, 
feelings). [OE rneltan, mieltan, corresp. to 
ON melta digest. Goth. *maltjan dissolve, 
f. Gmc *melt-\ cogn. w. malt] 

mel'ton, n. Kind of cloth for men’s 
clothes; II M~ Mowbray (mob-) pie, kind 
of pasty. [il/~ Mowbray, in Leics.] 

mem'ber, n. Part, organ, of body, esp. 
limb; unruly ~, tongue; (fig.) ~ of Christ, 
Christian; constituent portion of com¬ 
plex structure; person belonging to a 
society etc.; M~ (one formally elected 
to take part in proceedings) of Parlia¬ 
ment (abbr. M.P., pi. M.M.P. or M.P.s); 
person admitted to Order of the British 
Empire, 5th class (M.B.E.), or to Royal 
Victorian Order, 4th or 5th class (M.V.O.); 
part, branch, of political body; division, 
clause, of sentence; group of figures, part 
of numerical expression. Hence (-)~ed3 
(-erd), ~less, aa. [ME, f. OF membre f. L 
membrum limb ] 

mem'bership, n. Being a member; 
number of members, [-ship] 

mem'brane, n. Pliable sheet-like con¬ 
nective tissue or lining in animal or 
vegetable body; morbid formation in 
some diseases; skin of parchment, form¬ 
ing part of a roll. So membraiu'CEons 
(-ashws), membran'EOUS, mem'bran- 
OUS, aa. [f. L membrana~, parchment, as 
member] 

m&m'brtim vHrxl'e, n. = penis. [L, = male 
member] 

memen'to, n. (pi. ~es, ~s). Object serv¬ 
ing as reminder or warning, or kept as 
memorial of person or event; ~ md’ri 
(= remember you must die), warning or 
reminder of death (e.g. skull). [L, im- 
perat. of meminisse remember] 

mem'oir (-wur), n. Record of events, 
history written from personal knowledge 
or special sources of information; (auto)- 
biography; essay on learned subject 
specially studied by the writer, [f. F 
memoire masc., spec, use of mcm/jire fern. 
memory] 

m&m'orabll'la, n. pi. Memorable things. 
[L, neut. pi. as foil.] 

mem'or|able, a. Worth remembering, 
not to be forgotten, easily remembered. 
Hence ~aBiL'iTY n., ~abLY2 adv. [ME, 
f. OF, or L memorabilis (memorare bring to 
mind f. memor mindful, -ble)] 

memoran'dum, n. (pi. -da, -dums; abbr. 
mem., memo.). Note to help the memory; 
record of events etc. for future use; (law) 
document recording terms of contract 
etc.; informal letter without signature 
etc., usu. on paper headed Hf~. [ME, f. 
L, neut. sing, gerundive as prec. ] 
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memorial, a. & n. 1. (Of statue, festival, 
etc.) serving to commemorate; of mem¬ 
ory. 2. n. ~ object, custom, etc.; record, 
chronicle, (usu. pi.); informal State paper 
of various kinds; statement of facts as 
basis of petition etc. Hence ~ist n. [ME, 
f. OF, f. hmemorialis (as memory, see -Al)j 

memdr'ialize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Com¬ 
memorate ; address memorial to (person), 
[prec. +-ize] 

memffr'ta tech'nica (t6k-), n. System, 
contrivance, used to assist memory. [L, 
= artificial memory] 

mem'orize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Put on record; 
commit to memory, [f. foil. + -ize ] 

mem'ory, n. Faculty of remembering; 
this in an individual, as a good, bad, ~ 
(convenient or accommodating ~, that re¬ 
tains only what it is to one’s interest 
to remember); recollection: information 
storage device in electronic computer; 
in ~ of, as a, record of, to keep alive the 
~ of; posthumous repute, as his ~ has 

been censured, of blessed, happy, etc., ~ 
(used esp. of deceased princes etc.); length 
of time over which ~ extends, as beyond, 

within, the ~ of men, within living [ME, 
f. OF memorie, memoire f. L memoria f. 
memor mindful ] 

memtsah'Ib, n. (In India) European 
married lady. [f. ma’am + sahib] 

-men, suf. in L wds, often side by side 
with L -mentum -ment & w. same meaning, 
as fundamen-tum. Many wds of slightly 
technical or learned use, as acumen, 

stamen, gravamen, albumen, cognomen, 

regimen, specimen. 

men'ace1, n. (literary). Threat. [ME, f. 
OF f. Rom. *minacia = L -iae (L minax 

f. minari threaten)] 
men'acle2, v.t. Threaten. Hence~ingLYa 
adv. [ME, f. OF menacer f. Rom. *min- 

aciare (as prec.)] 
manage (manahzh'), n. Household man¬ 
agement; domestic establishment; ~ a 

trois (trwah), household consisting of 
husband, wife, & lover of one of these, 
[f. OF manaige f. Rom. *mansionaticum 

(as mansion, see -age)] 

mena'gerle, n. Collection of wild animals 
in cages etc. [f. F menagerie (as prec., 
see -ery)] 

mend1, n. Repaired hole in material etc.; 
on the ~, improving in health or (of 
affairs etc.) condition, [f. foil.] 

mend2, v.t. & i. Restore to sound con¬ 
dition, repair, (broken articles, clothes, 
roads, etc.); ~ (correct) one’s ways; 

least said soonest (rectified); ~ (add 
fuel to) fire; cut to required shape (quill 
pen); (intr.) regain health; ~ (improve 
state of) matters; ~ (quicken) one’s pace; 

~ or end, improve or abolish. Hence 
—'ABLE a. [ME, aphetic f. amend] 

menda'cious (-shws), a. Lying, untruth¬ 
ful. Hence or cogn. ~ly2 adv., mend.A- 
city n. [f. L mendax f. root of mentiri lie, 
see -ACious] 

Men'delism, n. A proven theory of 
heredity which reduces to numerical law 
the recurrence of inherited characters. So 
Mendel'ian a. & n. [G. J. Mendel, 
1822-84] 

men'dic[ant, a. & n. 1. Begging; ~tm( 
friars (living solely on alms). 2. n. 
Beggar. Hence or cogn. ~ancy, mendif 
city, nn. [f. L mendicare (mendicus 
beggar), see -ant] 

menhad'en, n. Fish of herring family, 
used for manuro, & yielding valuable oil. 
[Amer. Ind. munnawhatteaug] 

men'hir (-<51'), m (archaeol.). Tall upright 
monumental stone found in Europe, 
Africa, & Asia. [f. Breton men Mr long 
stone] 

men'ial, a. & n. I. (Of service) servile; (of 
servant, usu. derog.) domestic. 2. n. ~ 
servant. Hence ~ly2 adv. [AF, f. OF 
mesnie household (obs. E meinie) f. Rom. 
*mansio7iata (as mansion, see -ade)] 

men'inx, n. (usu. in pi. menln'ges). Any 
of three membranes enveloping brain & 
spinal cord (dura mater, arachnoid, pia 
mater). Hence mfmin'geAL a., menln- 

giT'is (-jit-), menin'goCELE, nn. [Gk 
meninx) 

menis'cus, n. (pi. -cl). Lens convex on 
one side, concave on the other; (math.) 
figure of crescent form; (phys.) curved 
upper surface of liquid in tube. [f. Gk 
meniskos crescent (mem5 moon) ] 

Menn'onite, n. Member of a Protestant 
sect that arose in Switzerland c. 1525, 
with tenets resembling those of Quakers 
& Baptists, [f. Menno Simons, founder] 

men'o-, comb, form of Gk men meno- 

month, as: ~pause, final cessation, 
~rrhd'gia excessive flow, ~rrhoe'a, ordin¬ 
ary flow, of the menses, 

menol'ogy, n. Calendar, esp. that of 
Greek Church, with biographies of saints, 
[f. late Gk menologion (men month + logos 
account) J 

m&ns (-nz) ctfn'scia (-shia) rSc’tl, L phr. 
= a clear conscience. 

men'ses (-z), n. pi. Flow of blood from 
mucous coat of uterus of female, occurring 
on the average at intervals of lunar 
month. [L, pi. of mensis month] 

Men'shevik, n. Russian socialist of the 
more moderate party (cf. bolshevik). 

[Russ., = minority within the party, cf. 
BOLSHEVIK] 

mins (-nz) san'a In corp'ore san’o, L 
phr. = sound mind in sound body, used 
esp. as expressing the ideal of education. 
[Juvenal X. 356] 

men'stru|al (-dt> ), a. Of the menses, so 
~ous a.; (astron.) monthly, [f. L men- 

strualis (as menstruum, see -al)] 

men'stru|ate (-ot>-), v.i. Discharge the 
menses. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. LL men- 

struare (as foil.), see -ate)] 

men'struum (-00-), n. (pi. -rua). Solvent 
(lit. & fig.). [neut. of L menstruus monthly 
(mensis month) ] 
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men'surable, a. Measurable, having 
fixed limits; (mus.) having fixed rhythm. 
[F, or LL mensurabilis (LL mensurarc f. L 
mcnsura MEASURE, see -BLE)] 

men'sural, a. Of measure; (mus.)=prec. 
[f. LL mensuralis (as measure, see -al) ] 

mensura'tion, n. Measuring; (math.) 
rules for finding lengths, areas, & volumes, 
[f. LL mensuralio (as mensurable, see 
-ATION)] 

-ment, suf., f. F -merit (or direct) f. L 
-mentum, forming an. expr. result or 
means of vbl action, as fragmentum, ali- 
mentum, omamentum; f. F are habili~, 
abridge~; E formations, freq. hybrid, are 
amaza—, bettei—, embank~, bereave ~; 
a few are on adjj., as odd~, funny- 

men'tal1, a. & n. Of the mind ; done by 
the mind, as ~ arithmetic (performed 
without use of written figures); (eolloq.) 
affected with ~ disorder; ~ patient (imder 
care for disordered mind) ;~ reservation ; 
~ home, hospital, asylum; (n., eolloq.) 
~ ease or patient. IJenee~ly2 adv. [ME, 
f. OF, or LL mentalis (mens -ntis mind, see 
-al)] 

men'tal2, a. Of the chin. [F, f. L mentum 
chin, see -al] 

mental'lty, n. The being mental or in 
or of the mind; (degree of) intellectual 
power; (loosely) mind, disposition, char¬ 
acter. [f. MENTAL1+-ITY] 

menta'tion, n. Mental action; state of 
mind. [f. L mens -ntis mind, see -ation ] 

men'thol, n. Camphor-like substance got 
from oil of peppermint etc., used to relieve 
neuralgia etc. [G, f. L mentha mint, see 
-OL(2) ] 

men'tion1, n. Mentioning, naming, (of 
thing); = ~ in dispatches; honourable ~, 
award of merit to candidate in examina¬ 
tion, work of art, etc., not entitled to 
prize. [ME, f. OF, f. L mentionem (men- 
root of mens mind, see -ion)] 

mSn'tion2, v.t. Refer to, remark upon, 
specify by name (esp. thing not ob¬ 
viously essential to context, as this was 
expressly ~ed; that); (in deprecation of 
apology or thanks) don’t ~ it; (introduc¬ 
ing fact or thing of secondary or, as rhet. 
artifice, of primary importance) not to ~. 
[f. F menlionner (as prec.)] 

men'tdr, n. Experienced & trusted ad¬ 
viser. [F, f. Gk Mentor adviser of Tele- 
machus (root men- think)] 

men'u (& see Ap.), n. Bill of fare. [F 
adj. = small, n. = detailed list] 

mep'acrine (-en), n. Odourless yellow 
anti-malarial chemical, [f. methoxyacri- 
dine w. inorganic -p-] 

M6phist|6ph'eles (-z), n. Evil Spirit to 
whom Faust, in German legend, sold his 
soul; fiendish person. Hence ~ophelE'AN, 
~ophel'iAN, aa. [G, of unkn. orig. ] 

m6phit'is, n. Noxious emanation, esp. 
from the earth; noisome or poisonous 
stench. So mephit'ic a. [L] 

m6rc'antilie, a. Of trade, commercial; 

~e theory (that money is the only wealth); 
~e marine, shipping employed in com¬ 
merce; mercenary, fond of bargaining. 
Hence ~ism, ~ist, nn. [F, f. It. mercantil 
(as MERCHANT)] 

Mdrcat'or. See projection. 

mdr'cenarly, a. & n. 1. Working merely 
for money or other reward; hired. 2. n. 
Hired soldier in foreign service. Hence 
~iness n. [ME, f. L mercenarius (merccs 
-edis reward, see -ary1)] 

II mef'cjer, n. Dealer in textile fabrics, 
esp. silks & other costly materials. Hence 
~ERY(1) n. [ME, f. AF mercer (OF -ier) 
f. Rom. *merciarius (merx mercis goods, 
-ary1)] 

m€r'cerize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. Treat (cotton 
fabrics & thread) with caustic alkali under 
tension to give greater strength and 
impart lustre. [J. Mercer (d. 1866), 
patentee, 4--ize] 

m<5rch'andise (-z), n. Commodities of 
commerce, goods for sale. [ME, f. OF 
marchandise (as foil., see -ise)] 

mdrch'ant, n. & a. Wholesale trader, esp. 
with foreign countries; ~ prince, wealthy 
~; law 1 ~; ~ ship, ~man, (ship convey¬ 
ing merchandise); ~ (mercantile marine) 
service; -~ (si.), one given to -— (speed- 
—speed-loving motorist; lob—', slow 
bowler). [ME, f. OF marchant f. Rom. 
*mercatare frequent, of mercari trade 
(merx mercis merchandise), see -ant ] 

mdrch'antable, a. Salable, marketable. 
[ME, f. merchant v. (now rare) f. OF mar- 
cheander (as prec.) + -able ] 

mdr'ciful, a. Having, showing, or feeling 
mercy. Hence~LY2 adv.,~NESS n. [-ful] 

m€r'cil6ss, a. Pitiless, showing no mercy. 
Henc£~LY2 adv., ~ness n. [-less] 

mercur'ial, a. & n. 1. Sprightly, ready- 
-witted, & volatile, whence ~ity (-&1-) n.; 
of, containing, mercury; (iH~) of the 
planet Mercury. 2. n. ~ drug, whence 
~ism(5) n., ~ize(5) v.t. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF mercuriel or L mercurialis 
(MERCURY, -AL)] 

mei’c'ury, n. 1. (M~) Roman god of elo¬ 
quence, skill, thieving, etc., & messenger 
of gods, messenger (joc., & often in news¬ 
paper titles). 2. (d/~) planet nearest to 
sun. 3. A white normally liquid metal 
usu. got from cinnabar & used in baro¬ 
meters, thermometers, amalgams, & 
mirrors (the~ is rising, weather or temper 
is_improving), quicksilver, whence mer- 
cur'ic, m£rc'urous, aa. (chem.); (fig.) 
liveliness (has no ~ in him). [ME, f. L 
Mercurius, prob. f.merx -rcis merchandise ] 

mdh'cy, n. Compassion shown by one to 
another who is in his power & has no 
claim to kindness (have ~ on or upon, 
show ~ to; ~~ on or upon usl, ap¬ 
peals, or excll. usu. playful of terror or 
surprise); compassionateness; al the ~ 
of, wholly in the power of, liable to 
danger or harm from; that is a ~ (blessing, 
thing to be thankful for); (joc.) left to the 
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tender mercies of, exposed to probable 
rough handling by; ~-sea<, golden cover¬ 
ing of Ark of Covenant, throne of God; 
(attrib., passing into adj.) administered 
or performed out of ~ or pity for suffering 
person (~ killing). [ME, f. OF merci f. L 
mercedem (nom. -ccs) reward, (Christian L) 
Pity] 

mere1, n. Lake, pond, (poet., exc. in place 
names). [OE mere, OS, OIIG meri, 

ONmarr, Goth, mari cogn. w. L mare sea] 
mere2, a. That is solely what the noun 
implies, aso~ swindler, lhe~st buffoonery; 
(law) ~ right (without possession). Hence 
~ly2 (mdlTl) adv. [f. L merits unmixed] 

mere3 (m6'ri), n. Maori war-club, esp. 
one made of greenstone. [Maori] 

meretricious (-shus), a. Of, befitting, a 
harlot; (of ornament, literary style, etc.) 
showily attractive. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [f. L meretricius f. meretrix 
harlot (mereri earn, see -trix) -f-ous] 

mergan'ser, n. Diving fish-eating duck. 
[f. L mergus diver +<mser goose] 

mehge, v.t. & i. Lose, cause (thing) to 
lose, character or identity in (another), 
esp. sink (title, estate, in greater one). 
Hence m^i'gENOE n. [f. law F merger f. 
L mergere mers- dip ] 

m€r'ger, n. Merging; combine, [-er1] 

merid'Ian, n. & a. 1. Circle passing 
through celestial poles & zenith of any 
place on earth’s surface; circle lying in 
the plane of this & passing through the 
place & the poles, a.s ~ of Greenwich (of 
longitude 0° in British maps); point at 
which sun or star attains highest altitude; 
prime, full splendour; calculated for the 

~ (to suit the tastes etc.) of (place, people). 
2. adj. Of noon; (fig.) of the period of 
greatest splendour, vigour, etc. [ME; 
(n. f. adj.) f. OF meridien or L meridianus 
(meridies midday f. medius middle +dies 

day, see -an)] 

merid'ional, a. & n. Of (the inhabitants 
of) the south of Europe; of a meridian; 
(n.) inhabitant of the south (esp. of 
France), [f. OF meridional f. LL meri- 

dionalis (irreg. as pree., -al)] 

meringue' (-Sng), n. Confection of sugar, 
white of eggs, etc., small cake of this. [F] 

meri'nS (-re-), n. (pi. ~s). (Also ~ sheep) 

kind of sheep with fine wool; soft woollen 
or wool-&-cotton material like French 
cashmere, orig. of ~ wool; fine woollen 
yarn. [Sp., prob. f. L majorinus of a 
larger kind (major greater, see -ine1)] 

me'rit, n., & v.t. 1. Quality of deserving 
well; excellence, worth; (usu. pi.) thing 
that entitles to reward or gratitude; make 

a. ~ of, view, represent, (one’s own con¬ 
duct) as meritorious; the ~s, intrinsic 
rights & wrongs (of case etc., esp. law); 
judge (proposal etc.) on its ~s (with only 
its intrinsic excellences etc. in view). 
2. v.t. Deserve (reward, punishment). 
[ME; (vb f. F meriter) f. OF merite f. L 
meritum neut. p.p. of mereri earn, deserve] 

mesentery 

meritdr'ious, a. (Of person or act) de¬ 
serving reward, praise, or gratitude (often 
as term of limited praise, = well-meant, 
well-meaning). Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness 

n. [ME, f. L meritorius (mereri meril- 
eam, see -ory) + -ous] 

mdrle, n. (arch.. Sc.). Blackbird. [F, f. 
L merulus, -la] 

m€rl'in, n. Kind of falcon. [ME, f. AF 
merUun f. OF esmerillon augm. (-oon) f. 
esmerili. Rom. *smerilloi. WG *smiril\ cf. 
OHG smiril (G schmerl)] 

m€H'on, n. Part of embattled parapet 
between two embrasures. [F, f. It. mer- 
lone (merlo battlement, perh. f. mergola 

dim. f. L mergae pitchfork; see 
-oon)] 

mdrm'aid, n. Half-human being, with 
head & trunk of woman & tail of fish. 
So merM'AN n. [ME, f. mere1 + maid] 

me'ro-, comb, form of Gk meros part, in 
senses ‘ partly ’, ‘ partial ’, as : ~blast, 
ovum that is only partly germinal; 
~hed'ral, (of crystal) having less than full 
number of faces admissible. 

-merous, suf. (bot.) = having so many 
parts, as dimerous, 5-merous. [f. Gk as 
prec. -f -ous] 

Merovin'gian (-j-), a. & n. (King) of the 
Frankish line founded by Clovis & reign¬ 
ing in Gaul & Germany c. 500-750. [f. F 
Mdrovingien f. med. L Merovingi of Ger- 
manio orig. ] 

me'rriment, n. Hilarious enjoyment, 
mirth, fun. [f. obs. vb merry be merry + 
-MENT] 

me'rry1, n. Kind of black cherry, [f. F 
merise taken as pi. (cf. cherry)] 

me'rry2, a. Joyous, mirthful; ~ (pleasant) 
England; the ~ monarch, Charles II; 
slightly tipsy; make ~, be festive; make 
~ over, make fun of; ~ andrew, mounte¬ 
bank’s assistant, clown, buffoon, (also 
fig.); ~ dancers; ~-go-round, revolving 
machine with wooden horses or cars; ~- 
-malcing, festivity; ~thought, forked bone 
between neck & breast of bird. Hence 
me'rriLY2 adv., me'rriNESs n. (rare). 
[OE myr(i)ge, corresp. to MDu. *merch 

(whence mercMe mirth, mergen obs. vb 
merry)', f. Gmc *murgi-, whence OHG 
murgi short, Goth, gamaurgjan shorten] 
•me'sa (ma-), n. High rocky tableland 
with precipitous sides. [Sp., = table, f. 
L mensa ] 

mesalliance (see Ap.), n. Marriage with 
person of inferior social position. [F] 

mestlames, mesdemoiselles, See ma- 

DAME, MADEMOISELLE. 

meseems' (-z), v.i. (arch.). Itseemstome. 
[me dat. + seems] 

mesSmbrian'themum, -bry-, n. Kinds 
of succulent plant with bright flowers, 
[f. Gk mesembria noon + anlhemon flower] 

mes'entery, n. Fold of peritoneum at¬ 
taching some part of intestinal canal to 
posterior wall of abdomen. Hence mes- 
fintfi'rio a., mesfinteriT'is n. [f. med. L 



mesh 762 

f. Gk mesenterion (MESO- + enteron in¬ 
testine) ] 

mesh1, n. Open space, interstice, of net; 
(pi.) network, (fig.) snare; (physiol., pi.) 
interlaced structure; (of teeth of wheels) 
in ~, engaged. [16th c. meash, mash f. 
MDu. mo*sclie, masche = OHG masca; 
cogn. w. OE max, ON raQskvi net] 

mesh2, y.t. & i. Catch in net (lit. & fig.); 
(of teeth of wheel) be engaged (with 
others), [f. prec. ] 

mes'ial (mez-, mSs-), a. Of, in, directed 
towards, middle line of a body. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [irreg. f. Gk mesas middle + 
-ial ] 

mes'merlism (m8z-), n. Hypnotic state, 
usu. involving insensibility to pain & 
muscular rigidity, produced on patient 
by operator’s influence over will & 
nervous system; doctrine concerning, 
influence producing, this. Hence mes- 
me'ric a., ~ist, ~Iza'tion, nn., ~ize(4) 

v.t., (mSz-). [F. A. Mesrner, Austrian 
physician, d. 1815, +-ISM] 

mesne (men), a. Intermediate, as ~ 
profits (received from estate by wrongful 
tenant between two dates): ~ process, 
proceedings in suit intervening between 
primary & final process; (feud.) ~ lord 
(holding of superior lord). [ME, altered 
sp. of AF meen mean2] 

mes'o-, comb, form of Gk mesos middle, 
intermediate, as; ~cephal'ic, (of skull) 
intermediate between brachycf.pha ire 
and dolichocephalic ; ~gas'ter, membrane 
attaching stomach to dorsal wall of ab¬ 
domen; <~~lith'ic, of stone age between 
palaeolithic & neolithic; ~phyU, inner 
tissue of leaf; ~tron, sub-atomic positive 
or negative particle having a mass about 
200 times that of an electron; M~zo’ic,of 
second geological period (cf. cainozoic, 

palaeozoic). 

mes'on, n. (phys.). Fundamental particle 
intermediate in mass between proton & 
electron, found in cosmic rays & atomic 
nuclei, [f. Gk mesos middle] 

Mes'pot, n. (si.). Mesopotamia, [abbr.] 
mes'quit(e) (-ket), n. N.-Amer. legumi¬ 
nous tree; (also —grass) kinds of grass 
growing near this. [f. Mex. Sp. mezquite] 

mess1, n. 1. Portion of liquid or pulpy 
food (freq. savoury ~); ~ of pottage, 
material comfort etc. for which something 
higher is sacrificed (Oen. xxv. 29-34); 
liquid or mixed food for hounds etc.; con¬ 
coction, medley. 2. Dirty or untidy state of 
things: make a ~ of, bungle (undertaking). 
3. Company of persons who take meals 
together, esp. in the fighting services; 
meal so taken, as at ~, go to ~ (often 
attrib., as ^-jacket, coat worn at ~); 
~'mate, one of the same (usu. ship’s) ~. 
Hence y2 a. (~ji floor, food, job), ~'ii.Y2 

adv., ~'Iness n. [ME, f. OF vies f. LL 
missus course at dinner p.p. of mittere 
send] 

mess2, v.t. & i. Make a mess of, dirty, 

metal 

(thing), freq. ~ up; muddle (business); 
potter about; take one’s meals (with or 
abs.). [f. prec.] 

mess'age \ n. Oral or written communi¬ 
cation sent by one person to another; 
prophet’s, writer’s, preacher’s, inspired 
communication. [ME, f. OF, f. Rom. 
*missaticum (mittere miss- send, see -AGE)] 

mess'age2, v.t. Send as a message; trans¬ 
mit (plan etc.) by signalling etc. [f. prec. ] 

mess'enger, n. One who carries a mes¬ 
sage ; paper sent up string from flier to 
kite; endless rope passing from capstan 
to cable to haul it in. [ME & OFmessagier 
(prec., -er1); -n- as in passenger] 

Messi'ah (-a), n. Promised dehverer of 
Jews; Christ as this; liberator of op¬ 
pressed people or country. Hence ~ship 

n. [ME Messie f. OF, Messias f. LL f. 
Gk Messias f. Heb. mashialji anointed; 
Messiah alt. sp. to give the wd a more 
Hebraic aspect] 

Messian'ic, a. Of the, inspired by hope 
or behef in a, Messiah, [prec., -an, -ic] 

messieurs' (m8svel'), n. pi. PI. of mon¬ 

sieur or (in abbr. form Messrs, pron. 
mSss'erz) of Mr, used esp. as prefix to 
name of firm, or introducing list of 
gentlemen. 

mess'uage (-swij), n. (law). Dwelling- 
-house with outbuildings & land assigned 
to its use. [ME, f. AF messuage, perh. 
alt. sp. f. OF mesnage dwelling f. Rom. 
*ma.vsionaticum (mansion, -age)] 

mesti'zo (-te-), n. (pi. ~s). Spanish or 
Portuguese half-caste, esp. child of 
Spaniard & Amer.-Imlian. [Sp.] 

met1. See meet2. 

met2, a. (colloq.). Meteorological etc. 
[abbr. ] 

meta- in comb, (before vowel met-, before 
aspirate meth-) = Gk meta with, after; 
occas. w. sense ‘ change ’. 

metab'olism, n. Process, in organism or 
single cell, by which nutritive material is 
built up into living matter (constructive 
~) or protoplasm is broken down into 
simpler substances (destructive ~). So 
metabSl'ic a., metab'olizE(3) v.t. [f. 
Gk metabole change f. META(6aho throw) 
change + -ism ] 

metacdrp'us, n. Part of hand between 
wrist & fingers, [f. meta- + Gk karpos 
wrist] 

met'age, n. Official measuring of load 
of coal etc.; duty paid for this. [f. mete2 
+ -AGE ] 

metagen'esis, n. Alternation between 
sexual & asexual reproduction. So meta- 
gfenET'lC a. [META-+ GENESIS] 

mfit'al, n., & v.t. (-U-). 1. Any of a class of 
substances represented by gold, silver, 
copper, iron, lead, tin, etc., all of which 
are crystalline when sohd and many of 
which are opaque, ductile, malleable, of 
high specific gravity, good conductors 
of heat & electricity, and characterized by 
a peculiar lustre; bell1, Britannia, gun. 
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WHITE, YELLOW, ~; HEAVY ~; (mil.) 

tanks, armoured vehicles, etc.; material 
used for making glass, in molten state; 
(also road-~) broken stone for macadam 
roads or railway; || (pi.) rails of a railway 
line (train leaves the ~s, is derailed). 
2. v.t. Furnish, fit, with ~; mend (road) 
with ~. [ME, f. OF, or L f. Gk metallon 
mine] 

metallic, a. Of metal(s); ~ currency, 
gold, silver, copper, etc., cf. paper ; charac¬ 
teristic of metals as ~ lustre (peculiar 
sheen of metals), ~ sound. So met'al- 
Iine 1 a. [f. F (-ique), or L f. Gk metallikos 
(as metal, see -ic) ] 

met'alliz|e, -isje (-Iz), v.t. Render 
metallic; coat with thin layer of metal; 
vulcanize (rubber). Hence ~a'tion n. 
[-IZE] 

metalldg'raphy, n. Descriptive science 
of internal structure of metals, [f. metal 
-f -GRAPHY) ] 

met'alloid, a. & n. 1. Having form or ap¬ 
pearance of metal. 2. n. Element with 
characteristics both of metals and non- 
-metals. [-oid] 

metallurgy (-ler-; or mbt'al-), n. Art of 
working metals, esp. of extracting metals 
from their ores. Hence metallur'gio(AL) 
aa., metall'urgiST (-ler-) n. [f. Gk metal- 
lourgos metal-worker (metallon metal + 
-ergos -worker), see -Y1] 

met'amere, n. (zool.). One of several 
similar segments of a body. [f. meta- + 
Gk meros part] 

metame'ric, a. (Chem.) having same 
composition & molecular weight, but 
different chemical properties; (zool.) of 
metameres. So metam'eriSM n. (chem., 
zool.). [as prec.+-IC] 

metam<Srph'|ic, a. Of, marked by, meta¬ 
morphosis; (geol., of rock) that has 
undergone transformation by natural 
agencies, whence ~ism n. [f. meta- + Gk 
merrphe form + -ic ] 

mfitamdrph'ose <-z), v.t. Change in 
form, turn (to, into, new form); change 
nature of. [f. foil.; cf. anchylose, diagnose] 

mgtamfirph'osis, n. (pi. -oses, pr. -ez). 
Change of form (by magic or by natural 
development etc.); changed form ; change 
of character, conditions, etc. [L, f. Gk 
metamorphosis f. META(morp7tod f. morphe 
form)] 

met'aphor, n. Application of name or 
descriptive term to an object to which it 
is not literally applicable (e.g. a glar¬ 
ing error); instance of this; mixed ~, 
combination of inconsistent ~. Hence 
metapho'ncAL a., metapho'rlcalLY2 
adv. [f. F mitaphore or L f. Gk metaphora 
f. UETA(phero bear) transfer] 

met'aphrase (-z), n., & v.t. Translation, 
esp. word-for-word; (v.t.) put into other 
words. So mgtaphras'tio a. [f. Gk 
metaphrasis f. METAp/irard translate ] 

mStaphys'ical (-z-), a. & h. 1. Of meta¬ 
physics ; based on abstract general 

meteor 

reasoning; over-subtle; incorporeal; 
supernatural; visionary; (of some 17th c. 
poets, esp. Donne) addicted to fanciful 
conceits and far-fetched imagery. 2. n. 

(esp.pl.). The M~s,~ poets. Hence~LY2 
adv. [-al] 

metaphys'lics (-z-), n. pi. (often treated 
as sing.). Theoretical philosophy of being 
& knowing; philosophy of mind; (pop.) 
abstract or subtle talk, mere theory. So 

■ i'cian (-Ishn) n., ~icize(2) v.i. [ME -ic, 
later -ics (see -10 2) f. med. L meta- 
physica fern. sing. & neut. pi., f. med. Gk 
phusika. f. Gk la meta ta phusika the works 
meta-totAristotle) placed after thePHYSics] 

met'aplasm (-z ), n. (biol.). Part of proto¬ 
plasm that contains formative material. 
[meta- + -plasm as in protoplasm] 

metapol'itics, n. pi. Abstract political 
science (often derog.). Hence meta- 
polit'icAL a., metapoliti'ciAN (-ishn) n. 
[meta-, after metaphysics] 

metapsych'ics (-sik-), n. pi. Psychical 
research, [meta-+ psychics, after meta¬ 
physics] 

metas'tasis, n. (pi. -ses, pr. -scz). Trans¬ 
ference of bodily function, disease, etc., 
from one part or organ to another; trans¬ 
formation of chemical compounds into 
others in process of assimilation by an 
organism. So metastat'ic a. [LL f. Gk, 
f. methistemi change] 

metatdrs'lus, n. (anat.). Group of five 
long bones of foot between tarsus & toes. 
Hence ~al a. [meta-] 

mfetath'esis, n. (pi. -ses, pr. -sez). (Gram.) 
transposition of sounds or letters in word; 
(chem.) interchange of atoms between 
two molecules. [LL f. Gk, f. meta(tithemi 
place) transpose] 

m&tayage (mCt'ayahzh), n. Land tenure 
in which farmer pays part (usu. half) of 
produce as rent to owner, who furnishes 
stock & seed. [F, see foil., -age] 

metayer (mSt'aya), n. Holder of land on 
prec. system. [F, f. med. L medietarius 
(medietas moiety, see -ary1)] 

mete1, n. Boundary, boundary stone, 
esp. (law) ~s dk bounds. [ME, f. OF, f. L 
meta goal ] 

mete2, v.t. (literary). (Poet.) measure; 
portion out, allot, (punishment, reward); 
II ~-wand, -yard, (fig.) standard of estima¬ 
tion. [OE, OS metan, OHG mezzan, ON 
meta, Goth, mitan f. Gmc *mel-, *msit- 
MEET 3 ] 

metempi'ric, n. (Also ~s) philosophy of 
things outside the sphere of experience; 
believer in this. Hence~al a., ~ist n. [f. 
meta- + empiric, after metaphysics] 

metempsychos'lis (-k-), n. (pi. ~es, pr. 
-ez). Transmigration of soul of human 
being or animal at death into new body 
of same or different species. Hence 
~ist(2) n. [LL f. Gk (meta- -hen in + 
psukhe soul + -osis) ] 

met'eor, n. (Any atmospheric pheno¬ 
menon, esp.) shooting star, small mass 
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of matter from celestial space rendered 
luminous by collision with earth’s atmo¬ 
sphere. [ME, f. med. L meteorum f. Gk 
meteoros lofty, (neut. pi.) atmospheric 
phenomena (meta- +aelro raise)] 

meteo'ric, a. Of the atmosphere; de¬ 
pendent on atmospherio conditions; of 
meteors; (fig.) dazzling, rapid, [prec. + 
-ic, partly f. med. L -icus] 

met'6or|ite, n. Fallen meteor, meteoric 
stone. So ~olite n. [meteor+ -ITE1] 

met'eorograph (-ahf), n. Apparatus 
recording meteorological phenomena. 
[METEOR, -GRAPH] 

met'eor]oid, n. Body moving through 
space, of same nature as those which 
by passing through atmosphere become 
visible as meteors. Hence ~oid,AL a. 
[ -oid] 

meteorlol'ogy, n. Study of motions & 
phenomena of atmosphere, esp. for 
weather forecast; atmospheric character 
(of region). Hence or cogn. ~olo'gic(Ai) 
aa., ~olo'gicalLY2 adv., ~ol'ogiST n. [f. 
Gk meledroloffia (as meteor, -logy)] 

met'er, n. Person, thing, that measures, 
esp. gas, water, etc., instruments for 
recording volume of gas etc. supplied. 
[(1) person: 14th c. f. mete2+-er1; 

(2) instrument: 19th c., prob. application 
of (1) suggested by gasometer & other wds 
w. foil. suf. ] 

-meter, suf. in names of measuring in¬ 
struments on Gk nn. (but not on Gk 
anal.), as barometer, L nn., as calorimeter, 
mod. wds as if Gk or L, as gasometer, or 
without assim. to Gk or L, as ammeter. 
[f. Gk metron measure] 

meth'ane, n. (chem.). Odourless colour- 
leas inflammable gaseous hydrocarbon, 
marsh gas, fire-damp. [f. meth(yl) -f-ane] 

metheg'lin, n. (hist., dial.). Spiced kind 
of mead. [f. W meddyglyn (meddyg heal¬ 
ing f. L medicus + llyn liquor) ] 

methinks', v.i. (arch.; past mr. thought pr. 
-awt). It seems to me. [ME dat. +thinks] 

meth'od, n. Special form of procedure 
esp. in any branch of mental activity, 
whence ~5l'ogy n.; orderly arrangement 
of ideas; orderliness, regular habits; 
there’s ~ in his etc. madness, (joc.) his 
conduct or proposal is not so mad as 
it seems; (nat. hist.) scheme of classi¬ 
fication. Hence or cogn. method'iCAL a., 
method'icalLY2 adv. [f. F (-ode), or 
L f. Gk methodos (meta- +hodos way)] 

meth'odist, n. 1. (AT~) member of any 
of several religious bodies (now united) 
originating in the evangelistic movement 
of Charles & John Wesley & George 
Whitefleld, whence methodis'tlc(AL) aa., 
methodis'ticalLY2 adv. 2. (derog.). 
Person of strict religious views. 3. One 
who follows a method, esp. in nat. hist. 
Hence Meth'odiSM n. [-ist] 

meth'odize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Reduce to 
order, arrange in orderly manner, [-ize] 

methought. See methinks. 

Methus'elah (-obzela), n. A pre-Noachian 
patriarch who is stated to have lived 969 
years (hence as type of longevity). [Heb. ] 

mdth'yl, n. Radical of ~ alcohol (wood 
spirit) present in many organic com¬ 
pounds. Hence mfethyl'ic a. [F (& G) 
mithyl, back form. f. F methylene (Gk 
melhu wine+hule wood)] 

meth'ylate, v.t. Mix, impregnate, (esp. 
spirit of wine, to make it unfit for drink¬ 
ing, so as to exempt it from duties) with 
methyl alcohol, as ~d spirit, [-ate 3 ] 

metic'ulous, a. Over-scrupulous about 
minute details; (pop.) very careful, ac¬ 
curate. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L meticu- 
losus, (or F -eux), f. metus fear, see -ctjle, 

-ous] 
metier (mct'ya), n. One’s trade, pro¬ 
fession, or line. [F ] 

met'is, n. Oilspring of white & American 
Indian, esp. in Canada, [f. F mitis f. LL 
misticius (miscere mix), whence mestizo ] 

M6ton'ic, a. ~ cycle, period of 19 years 
(235 lunar months) covering all the 
changes of the moon. [Meton, Athenian 
astronomer of 5th c. b.c.] 

meton'ymy, n. Substitution of the name 
of an attribute for that of the thing 
meant (e.g. crown for king). Hence me- 
tonym'icAL a., metonym'scalLY2 adv. 
[f. LL f. Gk metonumia (meta- +on(mia 
name)] 

met'ope (-opl, -op), n. (archit.). Square 
space between triglyphs in Dorio frieze, 
[f. L f. Gk metope (meta- + ope hole for 
beam) ] 

me'tre1 (-ter), n. Any form of poetic 
rhythm, determined by character & num¬ 
ber of feet. Hence metri'ciAN (-ishn), 
met'rics, mSt'riST, nn. [ME, f. OF, f. L 
f. Gk metron measure; OE meter dir. f. L ] 

me'tre2 (-ter), n. Unit of length in metric 
system (39-37 in.). [f. F metre (as 
prec.)] 

met'ric, a. Of the metre2; ~ system., 
decimal measuring-system with the 
metre, & the litre & gramme determined 
by it, as units of length, capacity, & 
weight (the prefixing to metre etc. of the 
Greek-derived deco-, heclo-, kilo-, denotes 
multiplication by 10, 100, 1,000, as kilo¬ 
metre 1,000 metres; that of the Latin- 
-derived deed-, centi-, mitti-, division by 
10, 100, 1,000, as decilitre tenth of a litre), 
[f. F metrique (prec., -ic)] 

met'rical, a. Of, composed in, metre, esp. 
~ psalms; of, involving, measurement, as 
~ geometry. Hence~LY2 adv. [ME,f. OF, 
or L f. Ckmetrikos (metre1, -ical)] 

metrol'ogy, n. Science, system, of weights 
& measures. Hence metrolo'giCALa. [as 
METRE 1 + -LOGY ] 

met'ronome, n. (mus.). Instrument 
marking time by means of pendulum, 
beating rod, etc. Hence mfitronom'ic a. 
[as metre'-[-Gk nomos law] 

metrop'olis, n. Chief city of a country; 
capital; || the ~, London; metropolitan 
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bishop’s see; centre of activity. [LL, f. 
Gk metropolis parent State (meter -tros 
mother + polis city)] 

metropolitan, a. & n. Of a or the metro¬ 
polis; belonging to, forming (part of), 
mother country as diet, from its colonies 
etc.; of an ecclesiastical metropolis; ~ 
(bishop), bishop having authority over 
bishops of a province, in the West equi¬ 
valent to archbishop, in Greek church 
ranking above archbishop & below patri¬ 
arch, whence~ate 1 (-at) n.; ~ magistrate, 
paid London magistrate, cf. stipendiary ; 
inhabitant of a metropolis, [f. LL metro- 
politanus f. Gk meiropolites (as prec., 
-ite1), see -an] 

-metry, suf. in names of systems corresp. 
to instruments in -meter on anal, of Gk 
gedmetria geometry, but also in hybrids, 
as alkalimetry, [f. Gk -metria (-metres 
measurer, as metre1)] 

met'tl |e, n. Quality of disposition; natural 
ardour; spirit, courage; be on one’s ~e 
(incited to do one’s best). Hence (-)~ed2 

(-Id), ~esOME (-tls-), aa. [var. of 
METAL n. ] 

tne'um, n. ~ & tu'um, mine & thine 
(used to express rights of property). [L, 
neut. of mens] 

mew1, n. (Also sea—) gull, esp. common 
gull. [OE m&w, OS meu, MDu., MLG 
mewe (whence G mthve) ] 

mew2, n., & v.t. 1. Cage for hawks, esp. 
while moulting. 2. v.t. Put (hawk) in ~; 
(fig.) shut up, confine. [ME, f. OF mue, 
f. muer (foil.)] 

mew3, v.t. (arch.). (Of hawk) moult, shed, 
(feathers). [ME, f. OF muer f. L mutare 
change] 

mew4, v.i., & n. 1. (Of cat, sea-birds) 
utter sound mew. 2. n. This sound, esp. 
of cat. [ME ; imit. ] 

mewl, mule, v.i. Cry feebly, whimper; 
mew like cat. [imit., cf. miaul] 

|| mews, n. Set of stabling round open 
yard. [pi. (now used as sing.) of mew2; 

orig. of royal stables on site of hawks’ 
mews ] 

mfi'zzanine (-en), n. Low storey between 
two others (usu. between ground & first 
floors); (theatr.) floor beneath stage. 
[F, f. It. mezzanino dim. of mezzano f. L 
me/lianus median ] 

ni&’zzo (-dz6), adv. (Mus.) half, moder¬ 
ately, as ~ forte2, piano1; —rllie'vo 
(-lyavo), half-relief, in which figures 
project half their true proportions; — 
-sopra’no, (person with, part for) voice 
between soprano & contralto. [It., f. L 
medius middle] 

mezzotint (-dz-), n., & v.t. 1. Method of 
engraving in which plate is roughened 
uniformly, lights & half-lights being 
given by scraping away the roughness 
thus produced, deep shadows by leaving 
it; print produced by this. 2. v.t. En¬ 
grave in ~. [f. It. mezzotinlo (also used 
in E) f. mezzo hali+linto tint] 

microbe 

mi (me), me, n. (mus.). Third note of 
octave, [first syllable of L mira, see 
GAMUT] 

miaow (miow'), n., & v.i. (Make) cry of 
cat. [imit. ] 

mias'm|a (-z-), n. (pi. ~ofa, ~as). Infec¬ 
tious or noxious emanation. Hence ~al, 
~at'ic, aa., (-z-). [Gk, f. miaino pollute, 
see -m)] 

miaul', v.i. Cry like cat. [f. F miavler, 
imit. ] 

mic'a, n. Any of several minerals com¬ 
posed of silicate of aluminium with other 
silicates, found in small glittering scales 
in granite etc., or in crystals, used as an 
(electrical) insulator; ~ -schist, -slate, 
slaty rock of quartz & ~. Hence mi- 
ca'ceous (-dshtts) a. [L, = crumb] 

Micaw'ber, n. ~, Mr ~, Wilkins ~, 
sanguine idler trusting that something 
good will turn up. Hence ~ism(3) n. 
[person in Dickens’s David Copper- 
field]. 

mice. See mouse1. 
Mich'ael (-kel), n. An archangel; Order 
of St ~ dt St George, English civil & 
military order of knighthood, now 
esp. awarded for distinguished services 
abroad; —anas (mik'el-), feast of St ~, 
Sep. 29, II a quarter-day. [f. Heb. mikhael 
who is like God 1 ] 

II mic'kle, muc', a. & n. (arch., Sc.). 
Much, great; (n.) a large amount (in prov. 
many a little, or pickle, makes a ~). [OE 
mieel, OS mikil, OHG mihhil, ON mikell, 
Goth, mikils f. Gmc "mikilaz, cogn. w. 
Gk megalo-] 

mic'ro-1, comb, form of Gk mikros small, 
as: —cephdl'ic a. & n., (person) with abnor¬ 
mally small head, so '—cZph'alous a.; 
~film n. P, (photographic reproduction 
on) a very small film; (v.t. & i.) photograph 
on ~film; —lith'ic, constructed of small 
stones, marked by monuments so con¬ 
structed; '—logy (-01-), hair-splitting; 
'—meter (-5mQ, instrument for measuring 
small objects or (astron.) distances, so 
'—met'rical, ~imetry (-om-); organism, 
organism of (ultra) microscopic size; 
—phot'ograph (of microscopic object on 
magnified scale); —phyte, microscopic 
plant, esp. bacterium; —seism (-sizm), 
faint earthquake tremor, whence ~seis¬ 
mic, —seis'mograph, -seismol’ogy; ~spore, 
parasitic fungus with small spores, small 
spore; ~tome, instrument for cutting thin 
sections for microscope; ~fd»e, mus. 
interval smaller than semitone; ~wave, 
Hertzian wave of length between 50 ems 
& 1 cm; '-zyme, zymotic microbe. 

mic'ro-2 (etym. as prec.) prefixed in 
physics to unit-names = the millionth 
part of the unit; ~ampere, ~coulomb, 
’--farad, ~gramme, ~litre, —anelre, '-milli¬ 
metre, mic'rohm, ~volt. 

mic'robe, n. Minute living being, plant or 
animal (esp. of bacteria causing diseases 
& fermentation). Hence microb'lAL a., 

765 
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microbioL'OGY n. [F (micro- 1 + Gk bios 
life)] 

mic'rocSsm (-zrn), n. Man viewed as 
epitome of the universe; any community 
or complex unity so viewed; miniature 
representation (of). Hence microcos- 
line (-z-) a. [ME, f. med. L micro f(cosmus 
f. Gk lcosmos world); partly tlir. F micro¬ 
cosms ] 

mic'ron, n. The millionth of a metre, [f. 
Gk ueut. otmikros small] 

mic'rophone, n. Instrmnent for intensi¬ 
fying small sounds or converting sound 
waves into electrical energy which may 
be reconverted into sound after trans¬ 
mission by wire or wireless, as the trans¬ 
mitter of a telephone or (colloq. abbr. 
mike) the mouthpiece for broadcasting. 
[f. MICRO-1 + Gk phone sound ] 

mic'roscSpe, n. Instrument magnifying 
objects by means of lens(es) so as to 
reveal details invisible to naked eye. 
[MICRO-1 +-SCOPE] 

microscop'ic, a. Of the microscope, 
whence ~al a.; too small to be visible 
(in detail) without microscope. Hence 
~alLY3 adv. [-IC] 

micros'coply, n. Use of the microscope. 
So~ISTll. [-Y 1 ] 

micturi'tion, n. Morbidly frequent desire 
to make water; (improp.) making water. 
[f. L micturire -it-, desiderative f. mingere 
mict- make water, see -ion ] 

mid1, a. (sup. ~’most). The middle of 
(usu. after in, as in~ air, career, Channel, 
course, stream, winter-, also with from, to, 
etc., as from ~ June to ~ August-, & in 
attrib. compounds, as a ~winter day); 
that is in the middle, medium, half, (~ 
iron, golf iron with medium loft; ~ off, 
~ on, = ~wicket off, on; ’—'rib, central 
rib of leaf; ~way' adv., in middle of 
distance between places; ~wicket off or 
on, fielder near bowler on off, on, side); 
~-wing. [OE midd, OS middi, OHG 
mitti, ON milhr, Goth, midjis f. Gmc 
*midhja- cogn. w. L medius) 

mid2, prep. (poot.). = amid. 

mid'day, n. Noon (often attrib.). [OE 
middxg, see mid 1 & day ] 

midd'en, n. Dunghill; kitchen ~, pre¬ 
historic refuse-heap, chiefly of shells & 
bones. [ME myddyng, of Scand. orig.; 
cf. Da. madding] 

mid'dle1, a. (not pred.; rare sup. ~mosf) 
& n. 1. (Of member of group) so placed 
as to have same number of members on 
each side; equidistant from extremities; 
intermediate in rank, quality, etc.; ~ 
course, way, compromise between two 
extremes; (gram.) applied to a voice in 
(esp. Greek) verbs that developed passive 
senses but retained active or quasi- 
-reflexive senses; Af~ English; ~ age, 
between youth & old age; —aged, of such 
age; the A/~ Ages (about 1000-1400, or in 
a wider sense 600-1500); tl ~ article, brief 
essay of literary kind in weekly or other 

midst 

journal often placed between political 
articles & book-reviews; ~ class, class of 
society between upper & lower (often 
attrib., —class); M~ east; ~ (second) 
finger; J/~ Kingdom, China (orig. of 
Honan as central & sovereign State); ~ 
life, the ~ part of life, ~ age; in lhe~ of, 
while (doing), during (progress); (log.) 
~ (term), term common to both premisses, 
principle of excluded ~ (that anything 
must be included either under a given 
term or under its negative); ~man, any 
of the traders through whose hands 
commodity passes from producer to con¬ 
sumer; ~ passage, sea journey between 
W. Africa & W. Indies (with ref. to the 
slave trade); ~ watch (from midnight to 
4 a.m.); ~-weight (boxing), from 11 st. 11 
to list. 2. 2. n. ~ point or position or 
part (of), waist; ~ voice; II ~ article. 
[OE middel, OS -it, OHG mittil f. WG 
*middil- f. Gmc *midhja- mid ] 

mid'dle2, v.t. (Footb.) return (ball or 
abs.) from wing to mid field in front of 
goal; (crick.) strike (ball) with middle of 
bat; (techn.) place in the middle; (naut.) 
fold in the middle, [f. prec.] 

midd'ling, a. & adv. 1. (Commerc., of 
goods) of the second of three grades, so 
<—'S n. pi. (also in spec, senses, flour of 
medium fineness, & comminuted bran); 
moderately good; second-rate; (colloq.) 
fairly well (in health), as I am only 
2. adv. Fairly or moderately, as ~ good, 
fast. Hence ~ly3 adv. [of Sc. orig., f. 
mid 1 +-ling 1 & 2 (confused) ] 

midd'y, n. See midship. 
midge, n. Kinds of gnat-like insect; small 
person. [OE mycg(e), OS muggia, OHG 
musca, f. Gmc *mugj- ] 

midg'et, n. Extremely small person, esp. 
when exhibited as curiosity; very small 
thing (also attrib.). [f. prec. + -et 1 ] 

midingtte' (mede-), n. Parisian shop-girl 
(esp. milliner’s assistant). [F] 

mid'land, n. & a. 1. Middle part of coun¬ 
try; (pi.) the middle inland counties of 
England). 2. adj. Of, in, the ~ or ~s. 
[MID -f LAND] 

mid'night (-nit), n. The middle of the 
night, 12 o’clock; intense darkness (often 
attrib.). [OE midnilit (mid + night)] 

mld’rdsh n. (pi. ~im, pr. -a-sh'em). 
Ancient Jewish commentary on part of 
Hebrew' Scriptures. [Heb.j 

mid'riff, n. Diaphragm. [OE midhrif 
(midd mid + hrif belly)] 

mid'ship, n. Middle part of ship or boat; 
—man (abbr. middy—not used by Royal 
Navy), rank between naval cadet & sub- 
-lieutenant; ~s, = amidships, [mid + 
SHIP] 

midst, n., adv., & prep. In the ~ of, 
among, during the continuance of; in 
our, your, ~, among us, you; (adv., only 

in phr.) first, ~, & last; (prep., poet.) in 

the ~ of. [prob. comb. (1) mid + -st, see 

-es, & (2) sup. of MID] 
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mid'summer, n. Period of summer sol¬ 
stice, about June 21; M~ day, June 24, || a 
quarter-day; ~ (the height of) madness. 
[MID] 

mid'wife, n. (pi. -wives). Woman who 
assists other women in childbirth. Hence 
mid'wifERY(2) (-wifrl, *-wi-) n., ob¬ 
stetrics. [ME, f. mid1, or obs prep, mid 
with (cf. G mil), + wife ] 

mien (men), n. (literary). Air, bearing, of 
person, as showing character or mood, 
[prob. aphetic f. obs. demean n., assim. to 
F mine expression] 

miff, n., & v.i. & t. (colloq.). Petty 
quarrel; huff; (v.i.) take offence with or 
at; (v.t.) put out of humour, [perh. 
imit.; cf. G muff, exclamation of disgust] 

might1 (init), n. Great (bodily or mental) 
strength; power to enforce one’s will 
(opp. right); with ~ & main2. [OE miht, 
OS, OHG maht, Goth, maids f. Gmc 
*mahtiz f. *mag- may 1 ] 

might2. See may1. 

might'ly (-it-), a. & adv. 1. Powerful, 
strong, in body or mind; (bibl.) works, 
miracles; massive, bulky; (colloq.) great, 
considerable; high2.adv.(colloq.). 
Very, as that is ~y easy. Hence ~ilY2 

adv., ~iness n. (esp. in your etc. high 
~iness as burlesque title). [OE mihtig 
(might1 -f-Y2)] 

mignon (see Ap.), a. Small & delicately 
formed. [F] 

mignonette' (mlnyo-), n. 1. Plant with 
fragrant flowers; colour of these, greyish 
green. 2. Kinds of lace & fine net. [f. F 
(■onn-), dim. of prec.] 

migraine' (me-), n. = megrim (first sense), 
[as megrim] 

migrate' (or mi1), v.i. Move from one 
place (country, town, college, house) to 
another; (of birds & fishes) come & go 
with the seasons. Hence or cogn. 
mig'rANT a. & n., migrA'xioN, migrat- 
or, nn., mig'ratORY a. [f. L migrare, 
see -ate3] 

mika'do, (-kah-), n. (pi. ~,s). Emperor 
of Japan. [Jap. mi august + kado 
door] 

|| mike1, v.i., & n. (si.). Shirk work, idle; 
(n.) idling (on the ~). [orig. unkn. ] 

mike2, n. (colloq.). Microphone, [abbr.] 
mil, n. A thousand (per ~, as per cent)-, 
(pharm., short for) MlLLilitre; unit 
measure for diameter of wire etc., = 1oVo 
in. [f. L mille thousand, millesimum thou¬ 
sandth ] 

mil'age, n. Var. of mileage. 

Milanese' (-z), a. & n. (pi. same). (Native) 
of Milan, chief city of Lombardy; the ~, 
territory of old duchy of Milan. [It. 
(Milano Milan), -ese] 

milch, a. (Of domestic mammals) giving, 
kept for, milk; ~ cow, (fig.) source of 
profit, esp. person from whom money is 
easily drawn. [ME mielch, rel. to OE 
meolc, OHG melch (G melk), ON mjolkr; 
see milk] 

mild, a. Gentle & conciliatory; (of rule, 
punishment, etc.) not severe; (of wuather) 
moderately warm; (of medicine) operating 
gently; (of food, tobacco, etc.) not sharp 
or strong in taste etc.; (of beer) not 
strongly flavoured wdth hops, opp. to 
bitter; tame, feeble, lacking in energy or 
vivacity; ~ steel, containing small per¬ 
centage of carbon, strong & tough, but 
not readily tempered. Hence ~'en6 

v.t. & i.,~'LY2 adv.,~'NESS n. [OE mildc, 
OS milcli, OHG milti, ON mildr, Goth. 
milds f. Gmc *mildh- ] 

mil'dew, n„ & v.t. & i. 1. Destructive 
growth of minute fungi on plants; similar 
growth on paper, leather, etc., exposed to 
damp. 2. vb. Taint, be tainted, with ~. 
Hence ~Y2 a. [OE meledeaw ( = OHG 
mililou) f. Gmc *melith honey + *dawwa- 
DEW] 

mile, n. Unit of lineal measure, in 
Britain now 1,700 yards (orig. Roman 
measure of 1,000 paces, about 1,618 
yards); geographical, nautical, ~, one 
minute of great circle of earth, fixed by 
British Admiralty at 6,080 feet; race ex¬ 
tending over a ~ ; not 100 ~s from, in or 
at or close to (as sham-mysterious indica¬ 
tion); stone, pillar set up on road to 
mark ~s, (fig.) stage, event, in life. Hence 
~'age (-IIj) n., '—'S travelled, used, etc.; 
expenses per ~. [OE mil, OHG mila, f. 
WG *milja f. L mil(l)ia pi. of mille thou¬ 
sand] 

mii'er, n. (colloq.). Man, horse, qualified 
or trained specially to rim a mile; also in 
comb., as three—'. [-ER1] 

Mile'sian (-shn), a. & n. (joc.). Irish(man). 
[f. Milesius fabulous Spanish king whose 
sons are said to have conquered Ireland 
C. 1300 B.C., +-AN] 

mil'foil, n. Common yarrow & other 
plants. [ME & OF, f. L millefolium (mille 
thousand + folium leaf)] 

mil'iary, a. (path.). Like millet-seed in 
size or form, as ~ gland, tubercle; ~ fever 
(marked by rash like measles, with ve¬ 
sicles of form of millet-seed), [f. L 
miliarius (as millet, -ary1)] 

milieu (see Ap.), n. Environment, state of 
life, social surroundings. [F] 

mil'itant, a. Engaged in warfare, as the 
Church ~ ; combative. Hence mil'itANCY 
n., ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF f. L, as mili¬ 

tate, see -ant] 
mil'Itar|ism, n. Spirit, tendencies, of the 
professional soldier; undue prevalence of 
military spirit or ideals. So ~iza'tion n., 
—-ize(3) v.t. [f. F militarisme (as military, 

see -ism)] 
mil'itarist, n. Student of military 
science; one dominated by military ideas. 
[-1ST] 

mil'itary, a. & n. 1. Of, done by, befit¬ 
ting, soldiers; ~ band, wood-wind, brass, 
& percussion combination; ~ chest, 
treasury of army; ~ fever, enteric; ~ 
testament, soldier’s nuncupative will. 
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2. n. (Usu. the ~) soldiery, troops, the 
army. Hence mil'itariLY adv. [f. F 
militaire or L mililaris (miks -itis soldier, 
see -ary2)] 

mil'itate, v.i. Take part in warfare (usu. 
fig.); (of facts, evidence) have force, tell, 
(against, rarely in favour of, conclusion 
etc.), [f. L militare (miles -itis soldier) 
see -ate3] 

mili'tia (-sho), n. Military force, esp. 
citizen army; branch of British military 
service formerly raised by the several 
counties, usu. by voluntary enlistment; 
|| British conscript army formed 1939; 
r-rnmn, member of the ~. [L (prec., 
-IA1)] 

milk1, n. 1. Opaque white fluid secreted 
by female mammals for nourishment of 
their young; (fig.) ~ for babes, simple 
forms of literature, doctrine, etc., opp. to 
strong meat; condense^ ~; ~ & honey, 
abundant means of enjoyment; ~ of 
human kindness, kindness natural to 
humanity; no use crying over spilt ~ 
(irremediable loss or error); —like juice 
of plants; ~-like preparation of herbs, 
drugs, etc., as ~ of almonds. 2. ~ <£’ water, 
feeble or mawkish discourse or sentiment 
(attrib. ~-<&-water); —bar (for sale of 
beverages made from ~, other non- 
-alcoholic drinks, ice cream, etc.); ~-crust, 
skin-eruption in infants; ~ fever (occurring 
to women shortly after childbirth); ~-leg, 
swelling, esp. of legs, after childbirth; 
II —‘-fioaX, light low vehicle used in deliver¬ 
ing ~; ~'maid, woman who milks or 
works in dairy; man who sells or 
delivers ~; ~-powder, ~ dehydrated by 
evaporation; ~ pudding (of rice, sago, 
tapioca, etc., baked with ~ in dish); ~ 
punch, drink made of spirits & ~; — 
-shake3; ~'sop, spiritless man or youth; 
~-tooth, temporary tooth in young mam¬ 
mals; ~-walk, -man’s round; ~'weed, 
kinds of wild plant with milky juice; ~- 
white (as ~); ~'wort, kinds of heath or 
pasture plant formerly supposed to in¬ 
crease production of [OE meoluc, OS 
rnilulc, OHG -uh, ON mjolk, Goth, miluks 
f. Gmc *melk- to milk, cogn. w. L mid- 
gere ] 

milk2, v.t. Draw milk from (cow, ewe, 
goat); ~ the ram or bull, engage in hope¬ 
less enterprise; get money out of, exploit, 
(person); (si.) steal message from (tele¬ 
graph or telephone wire); extract juice, 
virus, etc., from (snake etc.). [OE mil- 
cian, meolcian (as prec.)] 

mil'kly, a. Of, like, mixed with, milk; (of 
liquid) cloudy, not clear; effeminate, 
weakly amiable; M~y Way, luminous 
band of countless stars encircling the 
heavens. Hence ~iness n. [-Y2 ] 

mill ‘, n. 1. Building fitted with machinery 
for grinding corn (often water~, wind~; 
put, go, through the~, subject to, undergo, 
training or experience; the ~.s of God 
grind slowly, retribution is often delayed). 

millet 

2. Any mechanical apparatus for grinding 
corn; apparatus for grinding any solid 
substance to powder or pulp, as coffee, 
pepper, paper, 3. Any machine, or 
building fitted with machinery, for 
manufacturing processes etc., as saw, 
cotton, silk, -~ (—hand, factory worker). 
4. Pugilistic encounter. 5. ~'board, stout 
pasteboard for bookbinding etc.; ~-dam, 
dam put across stream to make it avail¬ 
able for ~; ~-pond, water retained by 
this (like a ~-j)cmd, said of calm sea), 
(joc.) = HERRiNG-pond; <•—race, current of 
water that drives ~-wheel; stone, one 
of pair of circular stones for grinding 
corn, as nether ~stone, see far into a 
~stone, (usu. iron.) be extraordinarily 
acute, between upper & nether ~stone, sub¬ 
ject to irresistible pressure; ■—stone grit, 
a hard siliceous rock; —-wheel, one (esp. 
water-wheel) used to drive ~; —'wright, 
one who designs or erects ~s. [OE mylen, 
OS midin, OHG muli(n), f. LL molinwm, 
-na (mola mill f. molere grind) ] 

mill3, v.t. & i. Thicken (cloth etc.) by 
fulling; grind (corn), produce (flour), in 
mill; produce regular markings on edge 
of (coin, esp. in p.p.); beat (chocolate) to 
froth; beat, strike, fight, (person); (of 
cattle or persons) move round & round 
in a mass; —ing machine, machine tool for 
cutting grooves or slots in metal sheets, 
[f. prec. ] 

•mill3, n. One-thousandth of a dollar, 
money of account, [f. L millesimum 
thousandth part, on anal, of cent] 

millenar'ian, a. & n. Of the millennium; 
(person) believing in this. Hence ~ism n. 
[as foil. + -AN] 

millenary, a. &n. (Period) of 1,000 years; 
of, (person) believing in, the millennium, 

[f. LL miUenarius consisting of a thousand 
(milleni a thousand each f. mille thousand, 
-ARY1)] 

millenn'ilum, n. Period of a thousand 
years, esp. that of Christ’s reign in person 
on earth (liev. xx. 1-5); (flg.) period of 
good government, great happiness, & 
prosperity. Hence ~al a. [f. L mille 
thousand + annus year, on anal, of 
biennium two years’ space] 

mill'epede, mill'I-, n. Kinds of myria¬ 
pods, with numerous legs usu. placed 
on each segment in double pairs; kinds 
of terrestrial crustacean, esp. common 
woodlouse & armadillo, [f. L millepeda 
woodlouse (mille thousand + pes pedis 
foot)] 

mill'er, n. Proprietor, tenant, of corn- 
-mill; one who works any mill; kinds of 
white or white-powdered insect; cock¬ 
chafer; ~’s thumb, bull-head & other 
fishes. [MILL1+ -ER1] 

millSs'imal, a. & n. Thousandth (part); 
consisting of thousandths, [f. L mille- 
sim.us (mille thousand +-al)] 

mill'et, n. Graminaceous plant, native of 
India, bearing large crop of small nutri- 
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tious seeds; its seed; ~-grass. a tall hand¬ 
some grass. [F, dim. of mil f. L 
milium ] 

mill'!-, comb, form of L mille thousand, 
= one thousandth of a — (in metric 
system), as: ^gramme (-0154 of English 
grain); ~Zifre (-eter; -061 cub. in.); ~metre 
(-ter; -0394 in.). 

II mill'iard (-yard), n. A thousand mil¬ 
lions. [F (mille thousand)] 

mill'in|er, n. Person (usu. woman) who 
makes up hats & other female head- 
-gear; man ~er, (fig.) man busied in trifling 
occupations. Hence ~ery(1) n. [f. Milan 
4--er1; orig. = vendor of Milan goods) 

miH'ion (-yon), n. & a. A thousand 
thousand (things, of things, or abs.); a ~ 
pounds or ‘dollars; the ~, bulk of the 
population. Hence ~fold a. & adv., 
~th2 a. & n., (-yon-). [ME, f. OF f. It. 
millione (mille thousand + -one -OON)] 

millionaire' (-yon-), n. Person possessing 
a million pounds, dollars, francs, etc.; 
person of great wealth, [f. F millionnaire 
(prec., -ary1)] 

millipede. See millepede. 

Mills bomb (-z; -m), n. Oval hand- 
-grenade. [inventor (d. 1932)] 

mildh(d)', n. French word for English lord 
or wealthy Englishman, [f. E my lord] 

mil'reis (-als), n. Former Portuguese 
gold coin. [Port, (mil thousand + reis) ] 

milt, n., & v.t. 1. Spleen in mammals; 
analogous organ in other vertebrates; roe 
of male fish. 2. v.t. Impregnate (roe of 
female). [OE milte, corresp. to MDu. 
mille, OHG milzi, ON milti, f. Gmo *milt- 
prob. cogn. w. melt] 

mil'ter, n. Male fish in spawning time. 
[-ER1] 

Milton'ic, a. Of, in the style of, Milton. 
So Milton'iAN a. [-ic] 

mime, n., & v.i. 1. (Gk or Rom. ant.) 
simple farcical drama marked by mimi¬ 
cry; performer in this; pantomimist, 
buffoon. 2. v.i. Act with mimio gesture, 
usu. without words, [f. L f. Gk mimos] 

mim'eograph (-ahf),n.,&v.t. Apparatus 
for holding stencils of written pages, from 
which many copies may be taken; (v.t.) 
reproduce by means of ~. [irreg. f. Gk 
mimeomai imitate, see -graph ] 

mimes'is, n. (biol.). Close external re¬ 
semblance between animal & another 
animal or inanimate object. [Gk, 
= imitation (as prec.)] 

mimet'lic, a. Of, addicted to, imitation, 
mimicry, or mimesis. Hence ~icali.y 

adv. [f. Gk mimetikos (as prec., see 
-ETIO) ] 

mim'ic1, a. & n. 1. Apt to imitate; imita¬ 
tive as opp. to real. 2. n. Person skilled 
in ludicrous imitation, [f. F -ique, or L 
f. Gk mimikos (as mime, see -ic]) 

mim'ic2, v.t. (~fced, ~king). Ridicule by 
imitating (person, manner, etc.); copy 
minutely or servilely; (of things) resemble 
closely, [f. prec. ] 

mim'icry, n. Mimicking; thing that 
mimics another; (zool.) = mimesis, [mi¬ 
mic1 + -RY] 

mim'iny-pim'iny, a. Over-refined, fin¬ 
icking. [imit.] 

mimos'a (or -z-), n. Kinds of leguminous 
shrubs, including common sensitive plant, 
[f. L as mime + -osa fern, suf., see -ose1] 

mim'ulus, n. Kinds of flowering plants, 
incl. monkey-flower, [app. dim. as prec. ] 

min'a1, n. (pi. -ae). Ancient-Greek 
denomination of money; ancient unit of 
weight in Greece, Egypt, etc., about 1 lb. 
[L. f. Gk mna] 

min'a2, n. Kinds of eastern passerine 
bird. [f. Hind, maina] 

mina'cious (-shus), a. Threatening. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., minA'ciTY n. [f. L 
minax (minari threaten), see -acious] 

II rninar', n. Lighthouse; turret, [f. Arab. 
manar f. root of nar fire ] 

min'aret, n. Slender turret connected 
with mosque, from which muezzin calls 
people to prayer, [f. Arab, manaral (as 
prec.)] 

min'atory, a. Threatening, [f. LL mina- 
torius (minari threaten, -ory')] 

mince1, n. Minced meat; ~'meat, mix¬ 
ture of currants, raisins, sugar, apples, 
candied-peel, etc., for ~ pie (small round 
pie containing this); make ~meai of, de¬ 
stroy (person, argument, etc.), [f. foil.] 

mince2, v.t. & i. Cut (meat etc.) small; 
(usu. w. negative) ~ matters, express 
oneself politely in condemnation; re¬ 
strain (one’s words) within bounds of 
politeness; utter (words), walk, with 
affected delicacy, whence min'cingLY2 
adv. [ME, f. OF minder f. Rom. *min- 
utiare, as mindtia; cf. minish] 

II Min'cing Lane, n. (Used for) the 
wholesale trade in tea & similar imports. 
[London street] 

mind1, n. 1. Remembrance, as have or 
keep in ~, bring or call to ~, remember, go 
or pass out o/~, bo forgotten; time 1 out of 
~. 2. Candid opinion, as speak one’s ~, 
tell (person) one’s ~, give him a piece of 
one’s ~. 3. Be of (person’s) ~, agree in 
opinion with him; to my ~, as I think; be 
of a or one ~, agree: know one’s oum ~, 
form & adhere to decision; make up one’s 
~, resolve (to do, to a course etc., or abs.), 
reconcile oneself to fact as inevitable (the 
crop is ruined, we must make up our ~s 
to that); change one’s ~, alter one’s pur¬ 
pose; have a good or great ~, half a ~, 
be strongly, somew'hat, disposed (to do); 
be in two ~s, vacillate, be irresolute; 
month’s ~. 4. Direction of thoughts or 
desires, as set one’s ~ on, desire to attain, 
give one’s ~ (attention) to; to one’s ~, 
as one would have it. 5. Way of thinking 
& feeling, as frame, state, of ~. 6. Seat of 
consciousness, thought, volition, & feel¬ 
ing. 7. Soul, opp. to body; ~’s eye, mental 
view. 8. Person, as embodying mental 
qualities. 9. Intellectual powers, opp. to 
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will & emotions, whence ~'less a. 10. 
ABSENCE, PRESENCE, 0/~ J ~-sluff (philOS.), 
supposed rudimentary form of psychical 
existence regarded as the reality of which 
matter is an aspect. [ME mynd f. OE 
gemynd, = OHG gimunt, Goth, gamunds 
f. Gmc *gamundhiz f. root *men-, *man-, 
*mun-, cogn. w. L mens] 

mind2, v.t. & i. 1. Bear in mind (chiefly in 
imperat.); give heed to, as never ~ the ex¬ 
pense. 2. Concern oneself (never ~ im¬ 
perat., take comfort, also as refusal to 
answer question). 3. Apply oneself to 
(business etc.; ~ your own business, leave 
other people’s alone). 4. (Chiefly in neg. 
or quasi-neg. sentences) object to, as 
would you ~ ringing?, I should not ~ 
(should like) a cup of tea, if you don't ~ 
(have no objection). 5. Remember & take 
care (that thing is done, or omit that). 
6. ~ you or~ (parcnth. imperat.), please 
to observe (but I have no objection, ~ you; 
now ~, not a word till I give the signal); 
<sl.) — your eye, be on the lookout; ~ one’s 
P’s & Q’s, be careful as to one’s words or 
behaviour. 7. Be on one’s guard against 
or about, as ~ the step (remember there is 
one). 8. Have charge of. Hence~'ER1 n., 
one whose business it is to attend to 
something, (now esp.) machine-~er. [f. 
prec. ] 

mmd'ed, a. Disposed (to do); having 
(specified) mind, as high, small, -~. [-ED2] 

mind'ful, a. Taking thought or care (of, 
or abs.). Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[MIND1 p -FUL] 

mine1, n. 1. Excavation in earth for 
metal, coal, salt, etc.; (fig.) abundant 
source (of information etc.); iron ore. 
2. (Mil. etc.) subterranean gallery in 
which explosive is placed to blow up 
fortifications, (formerly) subterranean 
passage under wall of besieged fortress; 
receptacle filled with explosive placed in 
or on ground for destroying enemy per¬ 
sonnel or material, or moored beneath or 
floating on or near surface of water for 
destroying or impeding enemy ships; 
acoustic, magnetic, ~; field, area of 
land or sea beset with ~s; layer, ship 
or aircraft for laying ~s; sweeper, ship 
for clearing away floating or submarine 
~s; thrower [tr. of G minenwerfer], 
trench mortar. [ME, f. OF mine, f. Gallo- 
-Rom. *mina, of Celt. orig. ] 

mine2, v.t. & i. Burrow in (earth); make 
(hole) underground; make subterranean 
passages under; (fig.) undermine; (mil. 
etc.) lay mines under or in; obtain (metal 
etc.) from mine; dig in (earth etc.) for 
ore etc. Hence min'lNGHl) n. (freq. in 
comb., as coal, gold, -mining-, also attrib., 
as mining engineer). [ME, f. OF miner, 
rel. to prec.; cf. mineral] 

mine3, poss. pron. & a. corresponding in 
pred. & elliptical uses to my, as it is ~, 
I have lost ~, me & ~ (my relations), is a 
friend of~; also used (arch., poet.) before 

minimize 

noun beginning with vowel or h, as~ eyes. 
[OE min, OS, OHG min, ON minn, Goth. 
meins f. Gmc *min- f. *me- me ] 

min'er, n. One who works in a mine; 
soldier whose duty it is to lay mines; 
sappers & ~s. [ME, f. OF minour (as 
mine2, see -OR)] 

min'eral, a. & n. (Substance) obtained by 
mining; (belonging to) any of the species 
into which inorganic substances are 
classified; ~ kingdom; ~ water, water 
found in nature impregnated with ~ 
substance, artificial imitation of this, esp. 
soda-water, also, other effervescent drink, 
e. g. ginger-beer; II (esp. in pi.) artificial 
~ water; ~ wool. Hence ~Iza'tion n., 
>—tze(3) v.t. & i. [ME, f. OF mineral f. 
med. L mineralis f. minera f. OF miniere 
f. "mina MINE1 ] 

minerjal'ogy, n. Science of minerals. 
Hence ~alo'giCAL a., ~alo'gicalLY2 adv., 
~al'ogiST n. [f. prec. +-logy ] 

Min€rv'a, n. Roman goddess of wisdom; 
~ press, printing-press in London, ultra- 
sentimental novels issued from it c. 1800. 
[L] 

min'ever, -iver, n. Kind of fur used in 
ceremonial costume. [ME, f. OF menu 
vair (menu small, as minute3 ; vair)] 

mingle (ming'gl), v.t. & i. Mix, blend; ~ 
their etc. tears, weep together; ~ with, go 
about among, [late ME mengel f. obs. 
meng (OE mengan, cogn. w. AMONG) 
+ -le(3) ; cf. MDu. mengelen] 

|| min'gy (-ji), a. (colloq.). Mean, stingy. 
[prob. portmanteau of mean3 and stingy] 

min'iate, v.t. Paint with vermilion; 
illuminate (manuscript), [f. L miniare 
f. MINIUM, see -ATE3] 

min'iature, n. & a., & v.t. 1. Picture in 
illuminated manuscript; small-scale mi¬ 
nutely finished portrait, usu. on ivory or 
vellum; this branch of painting, as 
portrait in ~; reduced image; in ~, on 
a small scale. 2. adj. Represented on 
small scale, small-scale. 3. v.t. Represent 
in~. Hence min'iaturisT (-ya~) n. [f. It. 
f. L miniare (as prec., -uke)] 

min'icab, n. Small taxi, [hini(ature) 
CAB] 

min'ify, v.t. Represent as smaller or less 
important than it is; lessen in size or im¬ 
portance. [irreg. f. L minor less, see -fy] 

min'ikin, n. & a. Diminutive (creature); 
affected, mincing, [f. Du. minneken 
(minne love +-kijn -kin)] 

mln'im, n. (Mus.) note half the value of 
SEMibreve; single down-stroke of pen; 
creature of the smallest size or impor¬ 
tance ; sixtieth part of fluid drachm, [f. 
L minimus smallest] 

min'imal, a. Very minute; the least 
possible, of minimum, [as prec., see -al] 

min'imalist, n. Person ready to accept 
a minimum provisionally (opp. maximal¬ 
ist). [prec., -1ST] 

min'imiz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Reduce to, 
estimate at, smallest possible amount or 
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degree. Hence ~a'tion n. [as prec., see 
-IZE ] 

min'imum, n. (pi. -ima). Sc a. Least 
amount attainable, usual, etc.; ~ thermo¬ 
meter (automatically recording lowest 
temperature within period); ~ wage (than 
which, by law or agreement, less is not 
to be offered); (adj.) smallest (possible). 
[L, neut. as foil.] 

I! min'imus, a. (In schools) youngest of 
the name, as Jones ~. [L, = least] 

min'ion (-yon), n. Favourite child, ser¬ 
vant, animal, etc. (derog.); royal favour¬ 
ite ; slave; ~s of the law, gaolers, police, 
etc.; (print.) size of type. [f. F mignon, 
of Gaulish orig. ] 

min'ish, v.t. & i. (arch.). Diminish (t. 
& i.); reduce in power etc. [ME, f. OF 
menusier, var. of mincier: see mince2] 

min'ister1, n. Person employed in execu¬ 
tion of (purpose, will, etc.); person ad¬ 
ministering department of State; prime 

~; political agent accredited by one 
State to another, cf. ambassador ; clergy¬ 
man esp. in Presbyterian and Noncon¬ 
formist Churches; (also ~ general) 
superior of some religious orders; II M~ 
of Stale, departmental senior ~ inter¬ 
mediate between head of department 
and junior ~. [ME, f. OF ministre f. L 
minister servant (minus less)] 

min'ister2, v.i. Sc t. Render aid or 
service (to person, cause, etc.; ~ing angel, 
w. ref. to Mark i. 13, esp. of siek-nurse 
etc.); be helpful, contribute, (to result); 
(arch.) furnish, supply, (help etc.). [ME, 
f. OF ministrer f. L ministrare (prec.)] 

minister'ial, a. Concerned with the exe¬ 
cution of law; subsidiary, instrumental; 
of a minister of religion or his office; of 
a minister of State; siding with the Min¬ 
istry against Opposition, whence ~ist(2) 

n. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. obs. F -ial (now 
-iel), or LL ministerialis (as ministry, see 
-AI)] 

ministra'tion, n. Ministering, esp. in 
religious matters; supplying (of). So 
min'istrANT a. & n., min'istrativE a. 
[ME, f. L ministratU) (as minister2, see 
-ATION) ] 

min'istry, n. Ministering; the body of 
ministers of the government or of religion; 
the clerical profession; State department, 
as M~ of Agriculture, Fisheries, and 
Food, of Aviation, of Defence, of Education, 
of Health, of Housing and Local Govern¬ 
ment, of Labour, of Pensions and National 
Insurance, of Power, of Public Building 
and Works, of Transport. [ME, f. L 
ministerLum (as minister1)] 

min'ium, n. Red lead; cinnabar. [L ] 
min'iver. See minever. 
mink, n. Small semi-aquatic stoat-like 
animal; its fur. [cf. Sw. mank, menk) 

minn'esinger, n. German lyrical poet & 
singer in 12-14th cc. [G (rninne love) ] 

Minn'ie, n. (army el.). Trench mortar, 
[abbr. of G mincnwerfer minethrower] 

minn'ow (-5), n. Small freshwater fish 
(loosely used of several kinds, esp. stickle¬ 
back); Triton among the ~s, one who 
seems great from insignificance of others, 
[late ME menow, repr. OE *mynwe, 
myne, = OHG mun(i)wa (G miinne)] 

Mino'an, a. (archaeol.). Of the Cretan 
civilization (3000-1500 B.c.) named from 
king Minos, [f. Gk M inds + -an ] 

min'or, a. & n. 1. Lesser (not followed by 
than), as ~ prophets ; ~ canon, clergyman 
assisting in daily cathedral service, not 
member of chapter; comparatively un¬ 
important, as ~ poet; (log.) ~ term, 
subject of conclusion of categorical syllo¬ 
gism, ~ premiss (containing this); (mus.) 
~ interval, see major2, ~ key (in which 
scale has ~ third), (fig.) conversation in 
a ~ key (doleful); ~ suit (bridge), dia¬ 
monds or clubs; (in schools) Jones ~ 
(the younger). 2. n. Franciscan friar; ~ 
term or premiss; person under age. [L, 
= less] 

Mindrc'a, n. One of the Balearic Isles; 
~ (fowl), black variety brought from 
Spain, [f. Sp. Menorca] 

mino'rity, n. State of being under age, 
period of this; smaller number or part, 
esp. smaller party voting together against 
majority; number of votes cast for this, 
[f. F minorite or med. L minoritas (as 
MINOR, see -TY)] 

Mln'otaur (-tor), n. The ~, fabulous 
monster, half bull half man, fed with 
human flesh, [f. Gk Minotauros (Minds, 
king of Crete, husband of ~’s mother, + 
tauros bull) ] 

min'ster, n. Church of a monastery; 
name given to some large or important 
churches. [OE mynster = OIIGmunist(i)ri 
f. Rom. monisterium f. LL f. Gk monas- 
terion monastery ] 

min'strel, n. Mediaeval singer or musi¬ 
cian, who sang or recited (often his own) 
poetry; (hist.) person who entertained 
his patrons with singing, buffoonery, 
etc.; (pi.) band of public entertainers, 
with blacked faces etc., performing songs 
& music ostensibly of Negro origin. [ME, 
f. OF menestral (as ministerial)] 

min'strelsy, n. Minstrel’s art; minstrels; 
minstrel poetry. [ME, f. OF menestralsie, 
as prec. ] 

mint1, n. Place where money is coined, 
usu. under State authority; (fig.) source 
of invention etc.; (transf.) ~ state, condi¬ 
tion, (of books, prints, postage-stamps, 
etc.) fresh, unsoiled, perfect; vast sum of 
money; '—mark, mark placed on coin to 
show at what ~ it was struck (also fig.); 
—master, superintendent of coinage at 
[OE mynet, OS munita, OHG munizza i. 
WG *munita f. L monela money] 

mint2, v.t. Make (coin) by stamping 
metal; invent, coin, (word, phrase, etc.). 
Hence min'tAGE(3, 4) n. [f. prec. ] 

mint2, n. Aromatic plant, much used in 
cookery; ~ sauce (of finely chopped 



minuet 772 

~ with vinegar & sugar, eaten with 
roast lamb), II also, with pun on mint \ 
money. [OE minte, OHG minza f. WG 
*minta f. L menl(h)a f. Gk minthe] 

minuet', n. Slow stately dance for two 
in triple measure; music for this, music 
in same rhythm & style, [f. F menuet, 
dim. of menu (as minute a.)] 

min'us, quasi-prep. & a. With the de¬ 
duction of (symbol —), as 7 ~ 4 is equal 
to 3 ; (colloq.) deprived of, as he came back 
~ an arm; a ~ (negative) quantity. [L, 
neut. of minor] 

minus'cule, a. & n. (Of kind of cursive 
script developed in 7th c.) small; (n.) 
small letter. [F, f. L minuscula (littera 
letter, dim. of minor) : of. majuscule ] 

min'ute1 (-it), n. 1. Sixtieth part of hour; 
short time, instant; exact point of time, 
as the ~ (that), as soon as. 2. Sixtieth part 
of degree (in angles). 3. Rough draft, 
memorandum; (pi.) brief summary of 
proceedings of assembly, committee, etc.; 
official memorandum authorizing or re¬ 
commending a course, as a Treasury 
4. ~-6oo/c (for writing ~s in); ~-gun (fired 
at intervals of a ~); ~-liand (indicating 
~s on watch or clock); *~-man (hist.), 
American militiaman of revolutionary 
period (because ready to march at a ~’s 
notice); ~-mark (', cf. SECOND-mttrA;). 
[ME, f. OF, f. L minula fem. as minute3; 

~ of time etc., f. med. L (pars) minula 
(prima); see second] 

min'ute2 (-It), v.t. Find the exact time 
of; draft (document, scheme); record in 
minutes; ~ down, make a note of. [f. 
prec. 1 

minute'3, a. Very small; trifling, petty; 
(of inquiry, inquirer, etc.) accurate, pre¬ 
cise. Hence ~Iy1 (-ut'ii) [-ly2] adv., 
~ness (-ut'n-) n. [ME, f. L minutus, p.p. 
of minuere lessen] 

min'ute|ly2 (-nltli), a. Occurring every 
minute. So ~ly2 (-nitli) adv. [minute1 

+ -LY1] 
minu'tia (-shm), n. (usu. in pi. -ae). Pre¬ 
cise or trivial detail. [L (as minute3)] 

minx, n. Pert girl, hussy, flirt. [16th c., 
poss. orig. f. minikin + -es] 

Mi'ocene, a. & n. (geol.). (Of) a division 
of the Tertiary preceding the Pliocene, 
[irreg. f. Gkmelon less +kainos new] 

mir (mdr), n. Russian village community. 
[Russ.] 

mi'racle, n. Marvellous event duo to 
some supernatural agency; remarkable 
occurrence; remarkable specimen (of in¬ 
genuity, impudence, etc.); to a ~, sur¬ 
prisingly well; (also ~ play) dramatic 
representation in Middle Ages, based on 
life of Christ or saints. [ME, f. OF f. L 
miraculum (mirari wonder f. mirus 
wonderful)] 

mirac'ulous, a. Supernatural; surprising. 
Hence ~LY2 adv., ~ness n. [f. F miracu- 

misbelief 

leux f. med. L miraculosus (as prec., see 
-ous)] 

mirage' (-ahzh), n. Optical illusion, esp. 
illusive appearance of sheet of water in 
desert etc. (also fig.). [F, f. se mirer be 
reflected; see mirror] 

mire1, n. Swampy ground, bog; stick, 
find oneself, in the ~ (in difficulties); 
mud, dirt. [ME, f. ON mf/rr f. Gmc 
*mevs-, *mus-; see moss] 

mire2, v.t. Plunge in mire; (fig.) involve 
in difficulties; defile, bespatter, [f. prec. ] 

mi'rror, n., & v.t. 1. Polished usu. glass 
surface reflecting image, looking-glass; 
(fig.) what gives faithful reflection or true 
description of thing. 2. v.t. Reflect as in 
~. [ME, f. OF mirour f. Rom. *mira- 
torium (” mir are look at, f. L mirari wonder 
at, see -ory)] 

mifth, n. Merriment, laughter. Hence 
~'ful, ~'less, aa., ~'fulLY2 adv., ~'ful- 

ness n. [OE myryth (merry2, -tii1)] 

mir'y, a. Muddy; vile. [f. mire1 + -Y2] 

mir'za (mdr'zah), n. (In Persia) title 
added to name of prince or prefixed to 
that of official or man of learning. 
[Pers. ] 

mis-1, pref. added freely to vbs & vbl nn. 
w. sense ‘ amiss ‘ badly ’, ‘ wrongly ’, 
‘ unfavourably or intensifying un¬ 
favourable meaning contained in vb 
(misdoubt). [OE, OS, ON mis-, OHG, 
Goth, missa-, f. Gmc *missa- (1) divergent 
(2) mutual] 

mis-2, pref. to vbs, adjj., & nn., derived 
f. F, in same sense as prec. [f. OF mes- 
f. minus, used in com.-Rom. as pref.] 

misadventure, n. (Piece of) bad luck; 
(law) homicide by ~ (accident). [ME, f. 
OF mesaventure (see mis-2 & adventure)] 

misalli'ance, n. Unsuitable alliance, esp. 
marriage, [mis-1, after mesalliance] 

mis'anthrope, n. Hater of mankind; 
one who avoids human society. Hence 
or cogn. misanthrop'ic(AL) aa., misanf 
thropiST, misanthropy1, nn., misanf 
thropizE(2) v.i. (f. Q'kmisanthrdpos(miseo 
hate-|-anthropos man)] 

misapplication, n. Wrong application, 
wrong use (esp. of funds), [mis-1] 

misapply', v.t. Apply wrongly, [mis-1] 

misappreh|end', v.t. Misunderstand 
(words, person). So —en'sion (-shn) n., 
—en'sive a. [mis-1] 

misapprop'ri|ate, v.t. Apply (usu. 
another’s money) to wrong (esp. one’s 
own) use. So ~a'tion n. [mis- 1 ] 

misbecome' (-dm), v.t. Suit ill, be un¬ 
becoming to. [mis-1] 

misbegott'en, a. Illegitimate, bastard, 
(often as general term of opprobrium). 
[mis-1 +begotten p.p. of beget] 

misbehave', v.t. Behave (oneself, or abs.) 
improperly. So misbehav'iour (-yer) n. 
[ME ; mis- 1 ] 

misbelief', n. Wrong religious belief; 

For words in mis- not given see mis-1, 
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false opinion. So ~iev'er n., ~iev'ing a. 
[ME; Mis-1] 

misbeseem', v.t. Misbecome, [mis-1] 
miscal'ciil|ate, v.t. & i. Calculate 
(amount, results, etc., or abs.) wrongly. 
So ~a'tion n. [MIS-1] 

miscall' (-awl), v.t. Call by a wrong name; 
II (dial.) call (person) names. [ME ; mis-1] 

misca'rriage (-rlj), n. Failure (of letter) 
to reach destination; ~ (failure of court to 
attain the ends) of jvstice; untimely de¬ 
livery (of woman), abortion; failure (of 
scheme etc.), [mis-1] 

misca'rry, v.i. (Of person or business) 
fail, be unsuccessful; (of woman) be deli¬ 
vered prematurely (of child); (of letter) 
fail to reach destination. [ME ; ms-1 ] 

miscas'ting (-ah-), n. Wrong addition (of 
accounts); unsuitable oasting (of actora). 
[MIS-1] 

miscegena'tion, n. Mixture of races, 
esp. sexual union of whites with Negroes, 
[irreg. f. L miscere mix f-genus race + 
-ATION ] 

miscellan'ea, n. Literary miscellany. 
[L, neut. pi. as foil.] 

miscellan'eous, a. Of mixed composition 
or character; (w. pi. noun) of various 
kinds; (of persons) many-sided. Hence 
~ly2 adv., '—'Ness n. [f. L miscellaneous 
(miscellus mixed f. miscere mix, see 
-ANEOUS)] 

mis'cellany (or mls61-), n. Mixture, 
medley; collection of treatises eto, in one 
volume; such volume. Hence miscellf 
aniST(3) n. [app. f. F miscellanees fem. 
pi. or MISCELLANEA] 

mischance' (-ahns), n. (Piece of) bad 
luck, esp. by ~. [ME, f. OF mesch(e)ance 
(mis-2, chance n.)] 

mischief (-chlf), n. Harm, injury, 
wrought by person or other agent (do one 
a ~, vulg., wound or kill him); make ~, 
create discord, so ~-maker, -making-, the 
~ (annoying part) of it is that etc.; 
worker, source, of harm or annoyance; 
vexatious conduct, esp. of children; 
pranks, scrapes, (get into, keep out of, ~); 
playful malice, archness, satire, (eyes full 
of ~); where the ~ (devil) have you been 7 
[ME, f. OF meschief (mis-2, chief end, 
chief)] 

mis'chievous (-chiv-), a. (Of things) 
having harmful effects; (of persons, con¬ 
duct, etc.) disposed to acts of playful 
malice or annoyance. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
>—'NESS n. [ME, f. AF meschevous (prec., 
-OIJS)] 

mis'ci|ble (-si-), a. That can be mixed 
(with). Hence ~bil'ity n. [f. med. L 
miscibilis, f. L miscere mix, -ible] 

misconceive' (-sev), v.i. & t. Have a 
wrong conception (of, or abs.); misunder¬ 
stand (word, person). So misconcepi 
tion n. [ME; mis-1] 

miscon'duct, n. Improper conduct, esp. 
adultery; bad management. So miscon¬ 
duct'v.t. & red. [MIS-1] 

miscon'strue (-do; or -konstrbo'), v.t. 
Put wrong construction on (word, action); 
mistake meaning of (person). So mis- 
construc'tion n. [ME; mis-1] 

miscount', n., & v.t. & i. (Make) wrong 
count, esp. of votes; count (things) 
wrongly, [mis-1] 

mis'creant, a. & n. 1. (Arch.) hereti¬ 
cal; depraved. 2. n. (arch.). Heretic; 
vile wretch. [ME, f. OF mescreant 
(mis-2 + creant f. L credere believe, see 
-ant)] 

miscre|at'ed, a. Ill-formed (often as 
abusive epithet). So ~a'tion n. [mis-1] 

mis-cue', n., & v.i. (billiards). 1. Failure 
to strike ball properly with cue. 2. v.i. 
Make a ~. [mis- 1 or miss v.)] 

misdate', v.t. Dato wrong, [mis-1] 

misdeal', v.t. & i., & n. 1. Make mistake 
in dealing (cards, but usu. abs.). 2. n. Such 
mistake, [mis-1] 

misdeed', n. Evil deed; crime. [OE 
misdeed (see mis-1 & deed)] 

misdeem', v.t. & i. (arch., poet.). Have 
wrong opinion of; mistake (person, thing 
for another); form wrong judgement (of). 
[ME, f. ON misdoema (ins-1, deem)] 

misdemean'ant, n. Person convicted of 
misdemeanour or guilty of misconduct; 
first, second, -class ~ (to be treated with 
more, less, indulgence), [f. arch, mis- 
demean, f. foil, (-ant)] 

misdemean'our (-nor), n. (Law) indict¬ 
able offence less heinous than felony; 
offence, misdeed. [ME; mis-1] 

misdirect', v.t. Direct (person, blow, 
etc.) wrongly. So misdirec'tion n. 
[MIS-1] 

misdo'ing (-dbo-), n. Misdeed, [mis-1] 

misdoubt' (-owt), v.t. (arch.). Have 
doubts as to the truth or existence of; 
have misgivings, be suspicious, about; 
suspect (that), [mis-1] 

mise (mez, mlz), n. (Hist.) settlement by 
agreement, as M~ of Lewes (between 
nenry III & barons, 1264); ~ en sc&ne 
(F, see Ap.), scenery & properties of acted 
play, (fig.) surroundings of an event. [ME, 
f. OF fem. p.p. of mettre put f. L mittere 
miss- send, used as n.] 

mis'er1 (-z-), n. One who hoards wealth 
& lives miserably; avaricious person. [L, 
= wretched] 

mis'er2 (-z-), n. Boring instrument for 
well-sinking, [orig. unkn.] 

mis'erab|le(-z-),a. Wretchedly unhappy; 
(of events etc.) causing wretchedness; 
contemptible, mean, as a ~le hovel. 
Hence ~i.y2 adv. [f. F miserable or L mi- 
serabilis (miserari pity f. miser wretched, 
-BLE)]_ 

mlserer'e (-z-), n. Fifty-first psalm (1H~ 
mei Deus); cry for mercy; (improp.) 
= foil, (last sense). [ME, f. L, = have 
mercy (misereri as miser1)] 

mise'ricdkd (-z-), n. 1. Apartment in 
monastery in which some indulgences 
were permitted. 2. Dagger for giving the 
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coup dc grdce. 3. Shelving projection on 
under side of hinged seat in choir stall, 
serving when seat was turned up to 
support person standing. [MB, f. OF 
misericorde f. L misericordia f. misericors 
compassionate (stem of misereri pity + 
cors -rdis heart)] 

mis'erlly (-z-), a. Like a miser, stingy. 
Hence ~Iness a. [-LY1 ] 

mis'ery (-z-), n. Wretched state of mind 
or of outward circumstances; (cards, 
colloq. for F mislre) declaration by which 
caller undertakes not to take any tricks. 
[ME, f. AF *miserie f. L miseria (as 
MISER1)] 

misfeas'ance (-z-), n. (Law) transgres¬ 
sion, esp. wrongful exercise of lawful 
authority (also gen., esp. joc.). [ME,f. OF 
mesfaisance f. mesfaire misdo (mis-2, faire 
do f. L facere), -ancf.; cf. malfeasance] 

misfire', v.i., & n. (Of gun, motor engine, 
etc.) fail(ing) to go off or start action, 
[for pbr. to miss fire] 

misfit', n. Garment etc. that does not fit 
the person it is meant for; badly adjusted 
person, [mis-1] 

misfort'une (-chn, -tyoon), n. Bad luck 
(;more his ~ than his fault), [mis-1] 

misgive', v.t. (Person’s) mind ~s him, 
fills him with suspicion or foreboding 
(iabout thing, that), [mis-1] 

misgiv'ing, n. Feeling of mistrust or 
apprehension, [f. prec. + -ing1] 

misgo'vern (-g&-), v.t. Govern (State 
etc.) badly. So ~ment n. [ME; mis-1] 

misguid]e' (-gid), v.t. (chiefly in p.p.). 
Mislead, cause to err in thought or action. 
Hence ~'edi,Y2 adv. [mis-1] 

mishan'dle (-s-h-), v.t. Handle (person, 
thing) roughly or rudely, ill-treat, [mis- 1 ] 

mishap' (-s-h-), n. Unlucky accident. 
[ME; mis-1] 

mishear' (-s-h-), v.t. Hear amiss or im¬ 
perfectly. [ 0 E mishieran; mis- 1 ] 

mis'hit, n., & v.t. 1. Faulty or had hit. 
2. v.t. <pr. mis-hlt'). Hit (a ball) faultily. 
[mis-1] 

mish'mash, n. Confused mixture. [ME; 
redupl. f. mash n.] 

mish'n|a(h) (-no), n. Collection of pre¬ 
cepts forming basis of Talmud. Hence 
~io a. [post-bibl. Heb., = repetition, in¬ 
struction, (shanah repeat)] 

misin|f<Srm', v.t. Give wrong informa¬ 
tion to, mislead. So ~forma'tion n. 
[ME; mis-1] 

misintdrp'ret, v.t. Give wrong interpre¬ 
tation to, make wrong inference from. 
So~A'TIONn. [mis-1] 

misjudge', v.t. & i. Judge wrongly (per¬ 
son etc., or abs.); have wrong opinion of. 
[MIS-1] 

mislay', v.t. Put (thing) by accident 
where it cannot readily be found. 
[MIS-1] 

mislead' (-led), v.t. Lead astray, cause to 

go wrong, in conduct; give wrong im¬ 
pression to. [OE misUedan; mis-1] 

mislike', v.t. (arch.). Dislike. [OE; 
mis - 1 ] 

misman'age, v.t. Manage badly or 
wrongly. So ~ment (-ijm-) n. [mis-1] 

misname', v.t. Call by wrong name. 
[MIS-1] 

misnom'er, n. Use of wrong name, wrong 

use of term. [ME, f. AF, f. OF mesnom- 
mer (mes- mis-2 + nommer name f. L 
nominare)] 

miso-, comb, form (irreg.) of Gk mised 
hate, = ‘hater, hatred, of ’, as: ~logist, 
~logy, (-51-), hater, hatred, of reason or of 
learning; ~ne'ism, ~nc'is(, hatred, hater, 
of novelty. 

misog'amly, n. Hatred of marriage. So 
~ist n. [miso-, Gk gamos marriage, -Y1] 

mlsSg'ynist (-j-, -g-), n. Hater of women. 
So misogyn'io a. [f. Gk mso(gunes f. 
gune woman) + -1ST ] 

mis'pickel, n. (min.). Arsenical pyrites. 
[G] 

misplace', v.t. Put in wrong place or 
hands; set (affections) on wrong object; 
place (confidence) amiss; time (words, 
action) badly. So~ment (-sm-) n. [mis-1] 

misprint', n., & v.t. 1. Mistake in print¬ 
ing. 2. v.t. Print wrongly, [mis1-] 

mispri'sion1 (-zhn), n. (law). Wrong 
action or omission, esp. ~ of treason or 
felony, (now restricted to) concealment 
of one’s knowledge of treasonable designs 
etc. [ME, f. AF, f. OF mesprision f. mes- 
prendre mistake (ins-2, prison)] 

II mispri'sion2 (-zhn), n. (arch.). Con¬ 
tempt; failure to appreciate the value 
(of), [f. foil., after prec. ] 

misprize', v.t. Despise; fail to appreciate. 
(ME, f. OF mespriser (see mis-2 & prize1)] 

misproInounce', v.t. Pronounce wrongly. 
So~nuncia'tion n. [mis-1] 

misquote', v.t. Quote wrongly. So mis- 
quota'tion n. [mis-1] 

misread', v.t. (-read, pr. -red). Read or 
interpret wrongly, [mis-1] 

misrepresent' (-z-), v.t. Represent 
wrongly, give false account of. So ~a- 
tion n. [mis-1] 

misrule' (-ool), n. Bad government; 
Lord, Abbot, Master, of M~ (hist.), person 
presiding over Christmas revels. [ME; 
[MIS-1]-. 

miss \ n. Failure to hit or attain; a ~ 
is as good as a mile, failure or escape is 
what it is, however narrow the margin; 
miscarriage; near2~ ; (billiards) give a~, 
avoid hitting object ball so as to leave 
one’s own in safe position; give (some¬ 
thing) a ~, (also, transf.) avoid, leave 
alone (J shall give the party, the prunes, a 
~). [f. foil.) 

miss2, v.t. & i. (Of person or missile) fail 
to hit (mark etc., or abs.); fail to find, 
get, or meet; let slip (opportunity); fail 

For words in mis- not given see mis 1 
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to catch (train); ~ the bus ; fail to hear or 
understand (remark etc.); (also ~ out) 
leave out (words etc. in reading, writing, 
etc.); fail to keep (appointment) or per¬ 
form ; notice esp. with regret the absence 
of, feel the want of; (ellipt., of internal - 
-combustion engines) misfire; ~ fire, (of 
gun) fail to go off, (iig.) fail in one’s 
object; out (on), fail to get (something), 
be unsuccessful; (naut.) ~ stays, fail in 
attempt to go about from one tack to 
another. [OE, OHG missan, MLG, MDu. 
missen, ON missa f. Gmc *missjan f. 
*missa- mis- 1 ] 

miss3, n. (As title of unmarried woman 
or girl) M~ Smith, (pi. the Smiths, the 
Misses Smith', A/~ 1963 or current year, 
the modern girl, also, chosen beauty of 
that year, so Af~ Great Britain etc.); 
(usu. derog. or playful) girl, esp. school¬ 
girl, as a vert—, whence ~'ish 1, a., ~'ish- 
NES3 n.; (voc., in servants’ or trade use) 
young lady. [abbr. of mistress] 

miss'al, n. Book containing service of 
Mass for whole year; (loosely) Rom. 
Oath, service-book, esp. illuminated 
one. [ME, f. med. L missale (mass1, 
-al)] 

miss'el, n. (Usu. <—thrush) kind of thrush 
that feeds on mistletoe etc. berries. [OE 
mistel basil, mistletoe, = OHG, ON 
mistil; orig. unkn. ] 

mis-shap'en, a. Ill-shaped, deformed. 
[ME, f. mis-1 +shapen p.p. of shape] 

miss'Ile, a. & n. (Object, weapon) suit¬ 
able for throwing or for discharge from 
machine or engine (or, rarely, gun); 
= guide 2d ~. [f. L missllis (mittere miss- 
send, see -il)] 

miss'ing, a. In vbl senses; also : wanting, 
not in its place, as there is a page ~, a 
page is ~ ; the ~, soldiers neither present 
after battle etc. nor known to have been 
killed or wounded; ~ link, thing lacking 
to complete series, (zool.) hypothetical 
intermediate type, esp. between man & 
anthropoid apes, [miss 2 + -ing 2 ] 

mi'ssion (-sbn), n. 1. Body of persons 
sent to foreign country to conduct 
negotiations etc. 2. Body sent by re¬ 
ligious community to convert heathen; 
field of missionary activity; missionary 
post; organization in a district for con¬ 
version of the people; course of religious 
services etc. for this purpose. 3. Errand 
of political or other ~ ; operational sortie. 
4. Person’s vocation or divinely appointed 
work in life. [F, or f. L missio (milter^, 
miss- send, -ION)] 

missionary (-sho-), a.. & n. 1. Of, con¬ 
cerned with, religious missions; —box 
(for contributions to ~ work). 2. n. 
Person who goes on ~ work; II person 
attached to magistrates’ court to influ¬ 
ence or help offenders or applicants. 
[-ARY1] 

mi'ssioner (-sho-), n. Missionary; person 
in charge of parochial mission, [-er1] 

mistral 

miss'is, -us, n. (As used by servants) the 
mistress; (vulg., joc.) the ~, one’s own 
or another’s wife; see also MRS. [corrupt, 
of mistress] 

miss'ive, a. & n. 1. Letter(s) ~, letter from 
sovereign to dean & chapter nominating 
person to be electod bishop. 2. n. Letter, 
esp. official one. [ME, f. OF or f. med. L 
missivus (as mission, -ive)] 

mis-spell', v.t. (-spelt). Spell wrongly. 
[mis- 1 ] 

mis-spend', v.t. (-spSnt). Spend amiss or 
wastefully (esp. in p.p.). [ME ; mis-1] 

mis-state', v.t. State wrongly. Hence 
~ment (-tm-) n. [mis-1] 

miss'y, n. (Affectionate, playful, or de¬ 
rog.) = miss3 (not followed by name). 
[-Y3] 

mist, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Water vapour de¬ 
scending in fine drops smaller than rain¬ 
drops & causing obscuration of the 
atmosphere; Scotch ~, ~ like fine rain 
frequent on Scottish hills; filmy appear¬ 
ance before eyes caused by disorders of 
body or by tears; ~-net, fine-threaded net 
used to catch birds. 2. vb. Cover, be 
covered, as with ~. Hence ~'ful a., 
~'like a. & adv. [OE (= MLG, MDu.) 
mist, Icel. mistur] 

mistake'n. Misunderstanding of a 
thing’s meaning; error, fault, in thought 
or action; (emphasizing preceding state¬ 
ment) and, or make, no ~, undoubtedly, 
[f. foil.] 

mistak|e'2, v.t. & i. Misunderstand 
meaning or intention of (person, state¬ 
ment, purpose); err in opinion; (p.p.) 
wrong in opinion, (of action etc.) ill- 
- judged, as you are ~era, ~en kindness, 
whence ~'enLY2 adv.,~'enNESS(-n-n-)n.; 
~e A for (think he is) B; there is no ~ing, 
no one can help recognizing (person, fact). 
Hence ~'able a. [ME, f. ON mistaka 
(mis-1 + taka TAKE)] 

mis'ter, n. (pi. Messrs, pr. mSs'erz), & v.t. 
1. Title prefixed to man’s name or to 
designation of office etc. (written Mr), as 
Mr Jones, Mr Secretary, Mr Speaker-, 
Mr Right (joc.), destined husband; 
(alone as voc., vulg.) = sir; the word ~ 
as title, as please don’t call me ~; untitled 
person, as be he prince or mere ~. 2. v.t. 
Address as Mr, as don’t ~ me. [weakened 
form of MASTER] 

mis'tigris, n. (cards). (Blank card in) a 
variety of poker, [f. F mistigri knave of 
clubs ] 

mistime', v.t. Say, do, (thing) out of 
season (esp. in p.p.). [ME; mis-1] 

mis'tletoe (-zlto, -slto), n. Parasitio plant 
growing on apple & other trees, & bearing 
glutinous fruit used in making birdlime; 
kiss under the ~ (w. ref. to the custom 
permitting a girl standing below ~ used 
as Christmas decoration to be kissed by 
the finder). [OE mistiltan, = ON mistil- 
teinn (as missel + tan twig) ] 

mis'tral (or -trahl'), n. Cold NW. wind 

775 



mistranslate 776 mixed 

in Mediterranean provinces of France etc. 
[F & Pr., f. L as MAGISTRAL ] 

mistranslate' (-z-), v.t. Translate in¬ 
correctly. So ~1a'tion n. [mis-1] 

mistreat', v.t. Treat badly. Hence 
~'ment n. [ME ; mis- 2] 

mis'tress, n. Woman in authority over 
servants; female head of household. 
2. Woman who has power to control or 
dispose of, as you are ~ of ihe situation, 
you arc your oivn ~, (fig. of countries) ~ of 
the world etc. 3. Woman %vho has 
thorough knowledge (of subject). 4. Wo¬ 
man loved & courted by a man; woman 
illicitly occupying place of wife or having 
habitual illicit intercourse with man. 5. 
Female teacher in school or of special 
subject, as music—. 6. II M— of the 
llobes, lady charged with care of Queen’s 
wardrobe. 7. (As title) see MRS. Hence 
~-ship n. [ME, f. OF maistresse (maistre 
master1, see -ess1)] 

mistri'al, n. Trial vitiated by error. 
[MIS-1] 

mistrust', v.t., & n. 1. Feel no confidence 
in (person, oneself, one’s powers etc.). 2. 
n. Lack of confidence, whence ~ful a., 

~fulLY2 adv.,~fulNESS n. [ME; mis-1] 

mis'tly, a. Of, covered with, mist; in¬ 
distinct in form; (fig.) obscure, vague, as 
a —y idea. Hence ~iLY2 adv., ~!ness n. 
[OE mistig (as mist, see -Y2) ] 

misunderstand', v.t. (-stood). Take 
(words etc., or abs.) in wrong sense; mis¬ 
interpret words or actions of (person, esp. 
in p.p.). So ~ing n. [ME ; mis-1] 

misuse' (-z), v.t. Use wrongly, apply to 
wrong purpose; ill-treat. So misuse' (-s) 
n. [ME; MIS-1] 

mite, n. Kinds of arachnid, esp. cheese 
(found in cheese), whence mit'Y2 a.; 
(orig.) Flemish copper coin of small value, 
(pop.) half-farthing (as in Mark xii. 42); 
modest contribution, the best one can 
do, as let me offer my ~ of comfort; (colloq.) 
not a ~, not at all; small object, esp. 
child; a ~ of a (a tiny) child etc. [(1) OE 
mite, MLG, MDu. mite, OHG miza gnat 
f. Gmc *miton-; (2) ME, f. MLG, MDu. 
mite (prob. same as (1)] 

Mith'lras, -ra, n. Persian god identified 
with sun. Hence ~ra'ic a., ~raiSM, 
~raiST(2), nn. [L f. Gk (-as) f. OPers. 
(-a)] 

mithrid'at|ize, -|ise (-Iz), v.t. Render 
proof against poison by gradually in¬ 
creasing doses of it. So mithridat'ic a., 
~ism n. [f. Mithridates VI, king of 
Pont.us, + -ize ] 

mit'iglate, v.t. Appease (anger etc.); 
alleviate (pain, grief); reduce severity 
of (punishment); modera,te (heat, cold, 
severity, etc.). So ~a'tion n., ~atORY a. 

[ME, f. L mitigare (mitis mild), see -ate3] 

mitos'is, n. (biol.; pi. -oses pr. -os'ez). 
Process of division of a cell into minute 

threads. Hence mitot'ic a. [f. Gk mitos 
thread + -OSIS] 

mitrailleuse' (-trahydtz, & see Ap.), n. 
Many-barrelled breech-loading machine 
gun discharging small missiles simulta¬ 
neously or in rapid succession. [F, fern, 
agent-n. f. mitrailler (mitraille small 
missiles, OF small money, f. mite mitf,)] 

mit'ral, a. & n. Of, like, a mitre; ~ (valve), 
a valve of the heart, [f. mod. L milralis 
(as foil., see -al)] 

mi'tre1 (-ter), n. Bishop’s & abbot’s tall 
cap, deeply cleft at top, esp. as symbol of 
episcopal office, whence mi'trED2 (-terd) 
a.; [perh. different wd] joint of two pieces 
of wood etc. at angle of 90°, such that line 
of junction bisects this angle; —block, 
-board, -box, guide for saw in cutting 
>—joints; —'-wheels, pair of bevelled cog- 
-wheels with teeth set at 45° & axes at 
right angles. [ME, f. OF, f. L f. Gk mitra 
girdle, turban] 

mi'tre2 (-ter), v.t. Bestow mitre on; join 
with mitre; shape off (end of wood etc.) 
to a mitre; mitring-machine (for doing 
this). [ME, f. proc.] 

mitt'en, mitt, n. (Mitten) kind of glove 
with thumb but no fingers, for warmth or 
protection in hedgers’ work etc.; (pi., si.) 
boxing-gloves; (now usu. mitt) woman’s 
lace or knitted glove covering forearm & 
part of hand, but not fingers; frozen ~ 
(si.), chilly reception; give, get, the mitten 
(si.), dismiss (lover), be dismissed, (gen.) 
be dismissed from office etc. Hence 
mltt'enED2 (-nd) a. [ME, f. OF mitaine, 
f. Rom. *medietana (sc. muffula muffle2)] 

mitt'imus, n. Warrant committing per¬ 
son to prison; (colloq.) dismissal from 
office, as get one’s ~. [L, = we send] 

mix, v.t. & i. Put together (two or more 
substances or groups, one with another) 
so that the particles or members of each 
are diffused among those of the others 
(also of immaterial things); prepare 
(compound) by ~ing ingredients; (intr.) 
join, be ~ed, as oil will not ~ with water, 
they (persons) do not ~ well (get on to¬ 
gether); have intercourse with; ~ up, ~ 
thoroughly, also, confuse esp. in thought, 
so ~-up n.; be —ed up, be involved (in, 
with, shady dealings etc.). Hence ~'ERl 
n.: one who, that which, ~es (esp. 
apparatus controlling the combination of 
various sounds in preparation of talking 
films & in dramatic broadcasting); (orig. 
U.S., colloq.) good, bad, —er, one who gets 
on well, badly, with other people (esp. 
those of a different social class), [back 
formation f. foil., taken as E p.p.] 

mixed (-kst), a. In vbl senses, esp.; of 
diverse qualities or elements; (of com¬ 
pany) not select, containing persons of 
doubtful status; (colloq.) mentally con¬ 
fused, muddled; ill-adjusted, so —up 
adj.; for persons of both sexes, as ~ 

For words in mis- not given see mis-1. 
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school, bathing; ~ mathematics. Hence 
mix'edNESS n. [15th c. mixt f. OF mixte 
f. L mixtus p.p. of miscere mix] 

II mlx'en, n. (dial.). Dung-hill. [OE, f. 
meox dung + -en 3; cogn. w. OS mehs, 
OHG mist, Goth, maihstus] 

mix'ture, n. Mixing; what is mixed, esp, 
medical preparation {the ~ as before, 
also transf.); heather ~; mechanical 
mixing of two substances, involving no 
change in their character, opp. to chemical 
combination-, gas or vaporized oil mixed 
with air, forming explosive charge in 
internal-combustion engine. [F, or f. 
L mixtura (as mixed, see -ure) ] 

Miz'pah, n. ~ ring, one inscribed ~ w. 
ref. to Gen. xxxi. 49 & given as love- 
-token. 

miz(z)'en, n. (naut.). (Also ~-sail) lowest 
fore-&-aft sail (rarely set, spanker being 
usual) of full-rigged ship’s —mast (after¬ 
most mast of three-masted ship); ~ yard 
(on which ~ is extended). [15th c., f. OF 
jnisaine f. It. mezzana ~-sail, fern, of 
mezzano; see mezzanine ] 

llmiz'zle1, v. impers., & n. Drizzle. 
Hence miz'zlY2 a. [15th c., of LG orig.; 
cf. MDu. miezelen, LG miseln, & misig 
drizzly ] 

miz'zle2, v.i. (si.). Go, decamp, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

mnemon'ic (n-), a. & n. 1. Of, designed to 
aid, the memory. 2. n. pi. Art of, system 
for, improving memory. Hence mnem'o- 
niST (n-) n. [f. LL f. Gk mnemonikos 
{mnemcn mindful f. mna- remember, see 
-ic)] 

mnemotech'nly (n-, -t€k-), n. = prec. 
(n. pi.). Hence ~ic a. [f. Gk mneme 
memory -f telchne art] 

mo, abbr. (colloq.) for moment (esp. wait, 
in, half a mo). 

mo'a, n. = dinornts. [Maori] 
moan1, n. Long low murmur of physical 
or mental suffering; (arch.) make (one’s) 
~, complain. Hence~'FULa. [ME, f. OE 
*man, whence rruenan, obs. mean, vb, 
replaced by foil.] 

moan2, v.i. & t. Make moan(s); utter 
(specified words) with moans; lament 
(misfortune etc.); lament for (dead per¬ 
son etc.). [f. prec.] 

moat, n., & v.t. Deep wide ditch sur¬ 
rounding house, castle, etc., usu. filled 
with water; (v.t.) surround (as) with ~. 
[ME mot(e) f. OF mot(t)e mound] 

mobl, n. The lower orders; rabble, tu¬ 
multuous crowd; promiscuous assem¬ 
blage of persons; ~ law (imposed, en¬ 
forced, by ~); ~s'man, swell pickpocket; 
swell ~, class of stylishly dressed pick¬ 
pockets. Hence ^b'lsn1 a., ~6c'racy n. 
[abbr. of mobile, n. (17th c.), short for 
mobile vulgus, L, = excitable crowd 
(MOBILE)] 

mob2, v.t. & i. (-bb-). (Of mob) attack, 
molest; assemble in a mob. [f. prec.] 

mob-cap, n. Woman's indoor cap cover¬ 

mode 

ing whole head, worn in 18th & early 19th 
cc. [f. obs. (18th c.) mob-, cf. obs. vb 
(17th c.)mob muffle the head] 

mob'ile, a. Movable, not fixed, free to 
move; (of person or mind) easily, too 
easily, changing; (of troops) that may 
be easily moved from place to place. So 
mobll'lTY n. [f. F, or L mobilis (movere 
move, see -ble)] 

m5b'illz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Render mov¬ 
able, bring into circulation; prepare 
(forces) for active service (also quasi- 
-pass. of forces). So ~able a., ~a'tion n. 
[f. F mobiliser, as prec. ] 

mocc'asin, n. Foot-gear of deerskin etc. 
worn by N.-Amer. Indians, trappers, etc. 
[f. native mockasin ] 

mo'cha1 (-k-), n. Kind of chalcedony, 
[perh. same as foil. ] 

mo'cha2 (-k-), n. (Also coffee) fine 
quality of coffee, orig. from M~, Arabian 
port at entrance of Red Sea. 

mock1, n. (arch.). Derision; thing de¬ 
serving scorn; imitation, counterfeit. 
[ME, f. mock3] 

mock2, a. (not pred.). Sham; ~ sun, 
moon, = parhelion, paraselene; ~ duck, 
goose, pork with duck stuffing; —turtle 
soup (usu. of calf’s head, to imitate 
turtle); •—heroic a. & n., burlesquely 
imitating, burlesque imitation of, heroic 
style, [prec. & foil. ] 

mock3, v.t. & i. Hold up to ridicule; defy 
contemptuously; impose upon; ridicule 
by imitation; mimic, counterfeit; scoff 
at-, ~ing-bird, American song-bird that 
mimics notes of other birds, other birds 
that do this; ~-up n., special model show¬ 
ing appearance of (part of) proposed 
machine. Hence ~'ingLY2 adv. [ME 
mokke, moeque, f. OF moequer] 

mock'ery, n. Derision; subject, occasion, 
of this; counterfeit representation (of); 
ludicrously or insultingly futile action etc. 
[ME, f. OFmoquerie (as prec., see -ery)] 

mod'al, a. Of mode or form as opp. to 
substance; ~ legacy (with directions as 
to mode in which it is to be applied); 
(gram.) of the mood of a verb, (of 
particle) denoting manner; (log.) ~ 
proposition, one in which predicate is 
affirmed of subject under some qualifica¬ 
tion, (also) one that involves affirmation 
of possibility, impossibility, necessity, or 
contingency. Hence or cogn. modal'iTY 
n. (esp. in pi. = method laid down for dis¬ 
charge of obligation etc.), ~ly2 adv. 
[f. med. L modalis (as foil., see -al)] 

mode, n. 1. Way, manner, in which thing 
is done; prevailing fashion or custom; 
(arch.) the ~, the fashion in dress etc. 
2. (mus.). Ancient Greek scale system, as 
dorian, lydian, Phrygian, ~; used simi¬ 
larly in mediaeval music; in modern 
music, each of the two chief scale systems 
(major2, minor, ~). 3. (log.). Character 
of modal proposition. [(1) F; (2) & (3) f. L 
modus measure, manner] 
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mod'el1, n. Representation in three 
dimensions of proposed structure etc.; 
working ~ (imitating movements of 
machine it represents); figure in clay, 
wax, etc., to be reproduced in other 
material; design, style of structure; per¬ 
son, thing, proposed for imitation; person 
who poses for artists; woman in draper’s 
shop wearing clothes etc. to show their 
effect to customers; The New ili~, plan 
for reorganization of Parliamentary army 
1044—5; (attrib.) exemplary, ideally per¬ 
fect. [£. F module (earlier -elle) f. It. 
modello dim. of mode (as mode)] 

mod'el2, v.t. & i. (-11-). Fashion, shape, 
(figure) in clay, wax, etc.; give shape to 
(document, argument, etc.); form (thing) 
after, on, upon, a model; (of mannequin) 
display (garment) by wearing it; (v.i.) 
act or pose as artist’s model or manne¬ 
quin. [f. prec.] 

mod'ena, n. Deep purple. [M~, Italian 
city ] 

mod'eratle1, a. & n. 1. Avoiding ex¬ 
tremes, temperate in conduct or expres¬ 
sion ; (of wind) of medium strength; 
fairly large or good; pi-ices, low 
(in advertisements etc., as prices strictly 
~e). 2. n. One who holds ~e opinions in 
politics etc., whence ~ism n. Hence 
~ei,Y2 adv., ~eNESS n. [ME, f. L moderate 
(modus MOPE) -+- - ATE 2 ) 

mod'erate2, v.t. & i. Render less violent, 
intense, vigorous, etc.; (of fury, storm, 
etc.) become less vehement; act as mode¬ 
rator. [as prec.. see-ate 3 ] 

modera'tion, n. Moderating; moderate¬ 
ness; in ~, in a moderate manner or 
degree; II (Oxf. Univ., pi.) first public ex¬ 
amination for degree of B. A. (abbr. mods). 
[ME, f. OF moderation or L moderatio (as 
MODERATE2, See -ATION)] 

mod'erator, n. Arbitrator; mediator; 
presiding officer; II one of two officers 
presiding over mathematical tripos at 
Cambridge; || examiner for moderations; 
Presbyterian minister presiding over any 
ecclesiastical body; ~ lamp (with con¬ 
trivance for regulating flow of oil). Hence 
*—‘Ship n. [ME, f. OF moderateur or f. L 
moderator (as prec., see -or)] 

mod'ern, a. & n. 1. Of the present & 
recent times; ~ English (from 1500 on¬ 
wards) ; ~ historj/ (subsequent to Middle 
Ages); ||~ school, ~ side, in school (in 
which ~ subjects are chiefly or exclusive¬ 
ly taught); new-fashioned, not anti¬ 
quated. 2. n. Person living in ~ times. 
Hence or cogn. mod^rn'iTY, ~ness, 

~izA'TiON, nn.,~iZE(3) v.t. &i.,~LY2adv. 
[f. LL modemus (modo just now)] 

mod'ern|ism, n. Modern view(s) or 
method(s), esp. tendency in matters of 
religious belief to subordinate tradition 
to harmony with modern thought; so 
~ist(2) n.; modem term or expression. 
[-ISM] 

mod'est, a. Having a humble estimate 

Mohammedan 

of one’s own merits; retiring, bashful; 
(esp. of women) decorous in manner & 
conduct, scrupulously chaste; (of de¬ 
mands, statements, etc.) not excessive 
(freq. iron.); (of thing’s) unpretentious in 
appearance, amount, etc. Hence or 
cogn. ~ly2 adv., ~Y1 n. (~y or ~y vest, 
lace slip worn above point of corsage), 
[f. F modeste or L modestus (modus 
MOPE)] 

mod'lcum, n. Small quantity (of food 
etc.). [L, neut. of modicus moderate 
(modus measure) ] 

mod'!|fy, v.t. Make less severe or decided, 

tone down; make partial changes in; 

(gram.) qualify sense of (word etc.); 

change (vowel) by umlaut. Hence or 
cogn. ~fsaiiii/TTY, ~fica'tion, nn., ~fi- 
able, ~ficatORY, aa. [ME, f. OF modifier 
f. L vwdifieare (as mode, see -fy)] 

modlll'ion (-yon), n. (arehit.). Projecting 

bracket under corona of cornice in Corin¬ 

thian & other orders, [f. It. modiglione] 
mod'ish, a. Fashionable. Hence ~ly2 

adv.,~NESS n. [f. mope+-isk1] 

modiste' (-est), n. Milliner, dressmaker. 

[F (as mope, see -ist)] 
mod'ullate, v.t. & i. Regulate, adjust; 
vary (thing) conformably to; adjust or 
vary tone or pitch of (speaking voice); 
(mus.) pass (from one key to another). 
So ~a'tion n. (also, radio) alteration in 
amplitude or frequency of a wave by a 
frequency of a different order, ~atOR n., 
chart used in tonic sol-fa system for 
exercise in sight-singing, [f. L modulari 
measure, adjust, (as foil.), see -ate3] 

mod'ule, n. Standard, unit, for measur¬ 
ing ; (arehit.) unit of length for expressing 
proportions, usu. semidiameter of column 
at base. [F, or f. L (as foil.)] 

mod'ulus, n. (pi. -It). Constant multiplier 
or coefficient; constant indicating rela¬ 
tion between amount of physical effect & 
that of force producing it. [L, = measure, 
dim. of foil. ] 

mod'us, n. ~ dperan'di, way a person 
goes to work, way a thing operates; ~ 
vivin'di, mode of living, i.e. arrangement 
between disputants pending settlement 
of debate, arrangement between people(s) 
who agree to differ; money payment in 
lieu of tithe (orig. ~ deciman'di). [L, 
= MODE] 

inofgtte', n. (Fissure in earth from which 
issues) exhalation of mephitic gas. [F, 
or f. It. (Naples) mofetta] 

nioftiss'll, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Rural locali¬ 
ties as opp. to chief station, [f. Hind. 
mvfacoil f. Arab, mufagcal] 

Mogul', n. & a. Mongolian; the (Great or 
Grand)~, emperor of Delhi; (m~) tycoon, 
[f. Pers. mugul f. Mongol] 

mo'hair, n. (Fine camlet, yarn, from) hair 
of Angora goat. [ult. f. Arab, mukhayyar, 
lit. = choice, select, (khayyara choose) ] 

Mohamm'edan, n. & a. (Follower) of 
Mohammed, founder of the Moslem 
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religion. Hence ~ism(3) n„ ~ize(3) v.t. blind as a ~ (quite); ~-cricket, nocturnal 
tMohammed f. Arab. Mulyummad +-ids] burrowing insect; ~'hOl, small mound 

Moha rram (-hilr-), Mu-, n. First month thrown up by ~ in burrowing (wiaJce 
of Mohammedan year; great Shiite fast mountains out of ~MUs, exaggerate ob- 
during first ten days of this month. stacles etc.); ~’skin, skin of ~ as fur, 
[Arab. (Mm-), = sacred] kind of cotton fustian with surface 

Mo hawk, n. One of a tribe of N.-Amer. shaved before dyeing, (pi.) clothes, esp. 
Indians; their language; (skating) step trousers, of this. [ME molle f. MDu. 
from either edge in one direction to same moll(e), mol, MLG mol, mui] 
edge on other foot in opposite direction mole3, n. Massive structure, usu. of stone, 

choctaw), [native] as pier, breakwater, or junction between 
Mohock, n. (hist.). One of a class of places separated by water; artificial har- 
aristocratic ruffians infesting London hour. [f. F mole f. med. Gk molos f. L 
streets at night in 18th c. [f. prec.] nudes mass ] 

mo'hur, n. (Also gold~) former gold coin molec'ular, a. Of, relating to, consisting 
of India, worth 15 rupees, [f. Pers. muhr of, molecules; ^ weight of substance (of 
seal] one of its molecules relatively to the 

II moid er, v.t. (dial.). To perplex, con- weight of one atom of hydrogen). Hence 
fuse, worry (esp. in p.p.). [orig. unkn.] ~ity (-&'r-) n., ~ly2 adv. [-ar1] 

moid'ore, n. Former Portuguese gold mGl'ecule, n. (Physics, chem.) one of the 
coin. [f. Port, moeda dfouro {mocda money minute groups of atoms (in some ele- 
-fowrogold)] ments, esp. the inert gases, one of the 

moi'ety, n. Half, esp. in legal use; single atoms) of which material substances 
(loosely) one of two parts into wliich consist, the smallest portion to which a 
thing is divided. [ME, f. OF moit(i)e f. substance can be reduced by subdivision 
L medietatem middle point (as medium, without losing its chemical identity; 
see -ty)] (loosely) small particle, [f. F molecule 

moil, v.i. Drudge, esp. toil & ~. [ME, f. f. L moles mass; see -cule] 
OF moillier moisten, paddle in mud, f. molest', v.t. Meddle hostilely or injuri- 
Rom. molliare f. L mollis soft] ously with (person). So mOlestA'Tiou n. 

moire (mwahr), n. (Also ~ antique, see [f. OF molester f. L molestare (molestus 
Ap.) watered fabric, usu. silk, orig. mo- troublesome)] 
hair. [F, earliermouaire, f. mohair] Mol'in|ism, n. Doctrine of Luis Molina 

moire (mwah'ra), a. & n. (Of silk) watered; (d. 1600), that efficacy of grace depends on 
(of metals) having clouded appearance the will that freely accepts it; doctrine of 
like watered silk ;(n.) this appearance. [F, Miguel de Molinos (d. 1696), quietism, 
p.p. of moirer t. prec. ] Hence ~ist n. [f. Molina, Molinos, 

moist, a. Slightly wet, damp; (of season +-ism] 
etc.) rainy; (of disease) marked by dis- moll, n. Prostitute; gangster’s mistress, 
charge of matter etc. Hence ~'ness n. [pet form of Mary ] 
[ME, f. OFmoiste] moll'i|fy, v.t. Appease, soften. So — 

moi'sten (-sn), v.t. & i. Make moist; be- fica'tion n. [ME, f. OF mollifier or L 
come moist. [-en“] rrwllificare (mollis soft, see -fy)] 

mois'ture, n. Water or other liquid moll'usc, n. Animal belonging to the 
diffused in small quantity as vapour, con- Mollusca, sub-kingdom of soft-bodied & 
densed on surface, etc. Hence ~less a. usu. hard-shelled animals, including lim- 
[ME, f. OF moistour (as moist, see -or)] pets, snails, cuttle-fish, oyster, mussel, 

moke, n. (si.). Donkey, [orig. unkn.] etc. Hence mollus'cAN, mollus'cous, 
mok'o, n. Maori system of tattooing. aa., mollus'coip a. & n. [f. F moll usque 

[Maori] f. L molluscus (mollis soft)] 
mol'ar1, a. & n. 1. (Usu. of mammal’s mSIl'y, n. Effeminate man or boy, milk- 
back teeth) serving to grind. 2. n. ~ sop; ~-coddle, (n.) milksop, (v.t.) coddle, 
tooth, [f. L molaris (mola millstone, see cocker up. [pet form of Mary] 
-ar1)] Mol'och (-k), n. Canaanite idol to whom 

mol'ar2, a. Of mass; acting on or by children were sacrificed (often fig.); 
means of large masses; freq. opp. mole- thorn-lizard, a hideous Australian reptile. 
cular. [f. L moles mass, see -ar1 ] [LL f. Gk, f. Heb. molek] 

molass'es (-z), n. pi. (treated as sing.), moloss'us, n. Metrical foot-. [Gk] 
Uncrystallized syrup drained from raw Mol'otdv. Name of Soviet commissar 
sugar; syrup got from sugar in process of used a.ttrib.; ~ cocktail (si.), anti-tank 
refining, treacle, [f. Port, melago f. LL inflammatory hand-grenade used in 
mellaceum must (mel honey, see -aceous)] 1939-45 war. 

mole1, n. Spot, blemish, small lump on mol'ten. See melt. 
human skin. [OE mal, corresp. to OHG mOl’to, adv. Very (preceding mus. 
meil, Goth, mail] direction, as ~ espressivo). [It., f. L 

mole2, n. Small burrowing animal with multus much] 
(usu. blackish) velvety fur & very small mSl'y, n. Fabulous herb with white 
eyes; other mammals of same family; flower & black root, endowed with magic 
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properties; wild garlic & other plants. monarchical government; constitutional. 
[L, f. Gk molu] 

molyb'denum, n. Silvery-white brittle 
metallic element with which steel is 
alloyed for making high-speed tools, 
[earlier -dena, f. L f. Gk molubdaina f. 
molubdos lead] 

mom'ent, n. 1. Minute point of time, in¬ 
stant ; one half a (colloq.) half a mo, 
(ellipt.) wait a ~; come here this ~ (at 
once); came the very ~ (as soon as) J heard 
of it; timed to the~ (with absolute accur¬ 
acy) ; the ~ (time that affords an oppor¬ 
tunity); am, was, busy at the~ (just now, 
then), so men of (important at) the ~; 
psychological ~. 2. (mech.). ~ of a 
force about a point, measure of its power 
in causing rotation. 3. Importance, as of 
great, little, no, ~, whence momen'tous 
a., momen'tousLY!adv., momSn'tous- 
ness n. [ME, f. OF, or L momentum] 

mom'entarly, a. Lasting only a moment: 
short-lived, transitory. Hence ~Ily2 
adv., —Iness n. [f. L momeniarius (as 
prec., see -ary1)] 

mom'ently, adv. From moment to mo¬ 
ment ; every moment; for a moment, [-ly2] 

momen'tum, n. (pi. -ta). (Mech.) quantity 
of motion of moving body, product of 
its mass by its velocity; (pop.) impetus 
gained by movement (lit. & fig.). [L (as 
move, see -MENT)] 

Mom'us, n. Greek god of ridicule; fault- 
-finder. [f. Gk Memos] 

mon'ac(h)al (-k-), a. Monastic. So 
mon'achiSM (-k ) n. [f. LL monaehalis 
(MONK, -AL)] 

mOn'ad, n. The number one, unit; ulti¬ 
mate unit of being (e.g. a soul, an atom, 
a person, God), esp. in philosophy of 
Leibnitz, whence ~ism(3), —ol'ogy, nn.; 
(biol.) simple organism assumed as first 
term in genealogy of living beings; 
(chem.) element, radical, with combining 
power of one atom of hydrogen. Hence 
monad'ic a. [f. LL f. Gk monas -ados 
unit] 

monadelph'ous, a. (bot.). (Of stamens) 
having filaments united into one bundle; 
(of plants) with ~ stamens, [f. Gk monos 
one -f adelphos, brother + -ous ] 

monan'drous, a. (bot.). Having a single 
stamen, [f. Gk monandros (monos one +- 
aner andros male) +-ous] 

monan'dry, n. Custom of having only 
one husband at a time, [as prec. + -Y1 ] 

mon'arch (-k), n. 1. Sovereign with title 
of king, queen, emperor, empress, or 
equivalent; supreme ruler (often fig.). 
2. Large orange & black butterfly. Hence 
monarch'al, monaixh'ic(AL), aa., mo- 
naifch'alLY2, monarch'ically, adw., 
(-k-). [f. F (-arque) or L (-cha) f. Gk 
monarkhes (monos alone-f arkho rule)] 

mon'arch | Ism (-k-), n. Principles of, at¬ 
tachment to, monarchy. So —ist (-k-) n. 
[-ISM] 

mon'archy (-k-), n. (State under) 

limited, ~ (subject to constitutional 
restrictions). [ME, f. OF monarchie or L 
f. Gk monarkhia (MONARCH, -Y1)] 

mon'astery, n. Residence of community 
(usu. of monks) living secluded under re¬ 
ligious vows. [ME, f. eccl. L f. late Gk 
monasterion (monazd live alone f. monos)] 

monas't|ic, a. Of monks or monasteries; 
(bookbind.) finished by tooling without 
gold (also antique). So —ically adv., 
~Icism(3) n., —Icize(3) v.t. [f. F (-ique) or 
LL f. Gkmonastikos (as prec., see -io)] 

mondaine (mawndan'), n. Woman of the 
fashionable world; worldly woman. [F] 

Mon'day (mfin'dl), n. Second day of week; 
Black ~ (school si.), first day of term; 
II St ~, ~ as day of little work (w. ref. to 
saint’s-day holidays). [OE Mdnan dseg 
(= moon’s day), rendering LL lunae dies ] 

Mon'dayish (mun'dl-), a. (Of clergy) in¬ 
disposed as result of Sunday work; (of 
others) slack as result of Sunday holiday. 
[-ISH1 ] 

motilie (mawnd), n. The fashionable 
world, society; the set in which one 
moves. [F] 

mon'dial, a. World-wide. [F, f. LL 
mundialis f. L mundus world] 

mo'netary (mb-, mb-), a. Of the coinage; 
of money, [f. F monelaire or LL mone- 
tarius (as money, see -ary1)] 

mo'netizle (mu-, mb-), -is|e (-iz), v.t. Put 
(metal) into circulation as money. Hence 
~a'tion n. [f. L moneta money + -ize ] 

mo'ney (mil-), n. (pi. ~s). 1. Current 
coin; coin & promissory documents repre¬ 
senting it (paper ~), esp. government & 
bank notes; (w. pi.) particular coin; (pi.) 
sums of ~ ; ~ of account2 ; conscience ~ ; 
property viewed as convertible into ~; 
coin in reference to its purchasing power, 
as (prov.) ~ makes the mare to go, time is 
~, for love1 or ~; make ~, acquire 
wealth, coin ~, do this rapidly; || ~ for 
jam or for old rope (si.), a profitable return 
for little or no trouble; not every man’s ~, 
not worth its price to every one. 2,~-bag, 
bag for~, (pi.) wealth; ~-bags, wealthy or 
avaricious person; ~-6ox, closed box 
into which savings or contributions are 
dropped through slit; —changer, one 
whose business it is to change ~ at fixed 
rate; —grubber, person sordidly intent 
on amassing ~, ~-grubbing a. & n., (given 
to) this practice; lender (derog.), one 
whose business it is to lend ~ at interest; 
—market, sphere of operation of dealers 
in stocks etc.; ~ order*(3); —spinner, 
small spider thought to bring good luck, 
something that brings in much ~, e.g. 
book, film, play, etc.; ~-irorf, plant 
with round glossy leaves; ~’s-worth, 
anything recognized as equivalent to ~. 
Hence —less (mfin'Il-) a. [ME, f. OF 
moneie f. L moneta mint, money, orig. 
goddess in whose temple at Rome — was 
coined] 



moneyed 781 

moneyed (mtln'Id), a. Rich ; consisting of 
money, as ~ resources, assistance; ~ 
interest, the class concerned in money as 
a possession, [-ed2] 

mo'nger (mungg-), n. Dealer, trader, 
(chiefly in comb., as cheese—, fish—, 

iron—, coster-, & fig. scandal— etc.). 
[OE mangere (mangian to traffic f. L 
mango dealer)] 

Mong'ol (-ngg-), n. & a. (Member) of 
Asian people now inhabiting Mongolia, 
between China & Siberia. Hence ~oid 

a., of Mongolian type (also, n. = Mongo¬ 

lian). [native, perh. f. mong brave] 
MongSl'ian (-ngg-), a. & n. ■= prec.; 
(anthrop.) of the yellow-skinned straight- 
-haired type of mankind; of a class of 
idiots like ~s. [-ian] 

mong'oose, mung'dose, (-ngg-), n. (pi. 
—s). An ichneumon, common in India, & 
able to kill venomous snakes unharmed; 
kind of lemur, [f. native mangus] 

mo'ngrel (milngg-), n. & a. 1. Dog of no 
definable breed; animal, plant, resulting 
from crossing of different breeds or kinds; 
person not of pure race. 2. adj. Of mixed 
origin, nature, or character. Hence 
~ism(2) n., ~ize(3) v.t., ~lyx a. [app. f. 
root mang-, mong-, mix, + -eel] 

|| mSn'ial, n. Mullion. [ME, f. OF 
moinel middle f. moien mean2 (-al)] 

monil'ifdrm, a. Suggesting necklace or 
string of beads. [F, or mod. L monili¬ 

formis (monile necklace, -form)] 

mSn'lism, n. Doctrine that only one be¬ 
ing exists; any of the theories that deny 
the duality of matter & mind. Hence ~ist 

n., monis'tio a. [f. Gk monos one, 
-ISM] 

moni'tion, n. Warning (of danger); for¬ 
mal notice from bishop or ecclesiastical 
court admonishing person to refrain from 
some offence; (in courts that use civil 
law process) summons. [ME, f. OF, or L 
monitio (monere monit- warn, -ion)] 

mon'itor, n., & v.t. & i. 1. (arch.). One 
who admonishes. 2. Senior pupil in school 
with duties of keeping order etc., whence 
monltor'iAL a., ~ship n. 3. Lizard sup¬ 
posed to give warning of approach of 
crocodiles. 4. Shallow-draught warship 
of heavy gunpower. 5. One who listens 
to & reports on foreign broadcasts, mis¬ 
use of official telephones, etc. 6. Detector 
of induced radio-activity, esp. in workers 
in an atomic plant. 7. vb. Act as ~ 
(sense 5), act as ~ of. Hence mon'itrESS1 
n. [L (as prec., -ok)] 

mon'itory, a. & n. 1. Warning, admoni¬ 
tory- 2. n. Bishop’s or pope’s letter of 
admonition, [f. L monitorius (as prec., see 
-ORY)] 

monk (mfl-), n. Member of community of 
men living apart under vows of poverty, 
chastity, & obedience; —’s-hood, plant 
with hood-shaped flowers. Hence 
noon, ~'ship, nn. [OE munuc, = OS 
munik, OHO munih,, ON munkr, t. 

mono- 

'monicus var. of LL f. Gk monachos 
solitary (monos alone) ] 

monk'lery (mfi-), n. (colloq.). Monastic 
life; monastery; monks; monkish prac¬ 
tices. 8o ~I)OH n. [-ERY ] 

mo'nkey (mu-), n. (pi. —s), & v.t. & i. 
1. Mammal of a group closely allied to & 
resembling man, ranging from anthropoid 
apes to marmosets; (as term of playful 
contempt, to or of person) young — etc. 
2. Machine hammer for pile-driving etc.; 
globular earthenware water-vessel with 
straight upright neck. 3. (si.). || Put his 

— tip, enrage him; get one’s ~ up, become 
angry. 4. || £500 (si.). 5. —-bread, fruit of 
baobab tree; — -cup, pitcher-plant; -— 
-flower, kind of mimulus with bright yellow 
flowers; —jacket, short close-fitting one 
worn by sailors etc.; II—-nut, peanut; 
—-puzzle, puzzle—, Chile pine, prickly 
tree of genus Araucaria; —-wrench, one 
with adjustable jaws. 6. v.t. Mimic, 
mock; (v.i.) play mischievous tricks (with), 
fool about. Hence ~isu1 a., ~ishNESS n., 
(mting'ku-). [10th c., of unkn. (poss. 
LG) orig. ] 

monk'ish (mu-), a. Of monks, monastic; 
characteristic of monks (usu. in bad 
sense), [-ish1] 

mon'o-, comb, form (bef. vowels mon-) of 
Gk monos alone, sole, single; as: (1) 
—bas'ic (chem.), having one base or atom 
of a base; -carp’ic, —carp'ous, bearing 
fruit only once;—c£r/h’alous (bot.), having 
only one head; —clin'al, (of strata) dip¬ 
ping in one & the same direction; ~coty- 

led'on(ous), (plant with) single cotyledon; 
m/mOc'racy, government by single person; 
monoc'ular, with, adapted to, one eye; 
~cpc7e, velocipede with one wheel; ~doc- 
tylous, having one finger, toe, or claw; 
~drama, piece for one performer; rao- 
noe’eious (-neshus), (bot.) with male & 
female organs on same plant, (zool.) her¬ 
maphrodite ; ~gen'esis, development of 
all beings from single cell, so ~gen&t’ic a.; 
mond'geny, descent of mankind from one 
pair of ancestors; ~glot a. & n., (one) who 
uses only one language; mond'gynous, 

with only one pistil or stigma; mond'gyny, 

usage of mating -with only one female; 
~ide'ism, concentration on single idea, 
esp. as form of monomania; monol’- 

atry, worship of one god without denying 
that others may exist; ~man'ia, insanity 
on one subject only, so —mdn’idc n., 
~mani'acal a.; '—'/tier, one of the units 
forming a polymer molecule, (also) a com¬ 
pound which can undergo polymeriza¬ 
tion ; ~mM'allism, standard of currency 
based on one metal, so —anet&U’ic a.; 
~morph'ic, ~morph'ous, not changing 
form during development; ~pWalous, 

having corolla in one piece, or petals 
united into tube; ~phthong. single vowel 
sound; —'plane,, aeroplane with one plane; 
~psy'chism (-sik-), theory that all souls 
are one; —rail, railway of one rail; 
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•—rhyme. poem in which all lines have 
same rhyme; —sperm'ous (bot.), having 
one seed; monds'lichous (-k-) (bot., zool.), 
arranged in, consisting of, one layer or 
row; —strdph'ic, consisting of repetitions 
of one atrophic arrangement; —tint, 
representation, picture, in only one 
colour; ~Ireme, member of lowest order 
of mammals with one vent for urinary, 
genital, & digestive organs; —type, com¬ 
posing-machine that casts & sets up single 
types P; —typ'ic, represented by only one 
type. (2) chem. wds denoting presence of 
a single atom or combining equivalent, 
as —brdm'ide, —carb'on, —chlor'ide, monov¬ 
alent, mondx’idc. 

mon'ochord (-k-), n. Instrument for 
determination of musical intervals. [ME, 
f. OF monocorde or LL f. Gk mono(khordon 
f. chorde chord)] 

monochromat'Ic (-k-), a. (Of light) 
presenting one colour only; executed in 
monochrome, [mono-+ chromatic] 

mon'ochrome (-k-), n. & a. 1. Painting 
executed in different tints of one colour; 
representation in one colour. 2. adj. 
Having only one colour, [ult. f. Gk mono- 

(khromatos f. khrdrna colour)] 
mon'ocle, n. Single eye-glass. [F, f. LL 
monoculus one-eyed (mono- +oculus eye)] 

mon'odly, n. Ode sung by single actor in 
Greek tragedy; poem in which mourner 
bewails someone’s death. Hence or cogn. 
monod'ic a., ~ist n. [f. LL f. Gk mon- 

oidia f. monoidos singing alone (mono- 

-f-did-, aoid-, f. aeidd sing)] 
monog'amly, n. Practice, circumstance, 

of being married to one at a timo; (rare) 
practice of marrying only once; (zool.) 
habit of having only one mate. Hence or 
cogn. '"•'1ST n., ~ous a. [f. F monogamie 

f. LL f. Gk mono(gamia f. gamos marriage)] 
mon'ogram, n. Two or more letters, esp. 
person’s initials, interwoven. So mono- 
grammat'ic a. [f. LL monogramma f. 
Gk MONO(gramnum, neut. adj. as -gram)] 

mSn'ograph (-ahf), n., & v.t. Separate 
treatise on single object or class of objects; 
(v.t.) write a~ on. Hence monog'raph- 
er1, monog'raphiST, nn., monograph¬ 
ic a., mdnograph'iCAiiY adv. [mono- + 
-graph ] 

mdn'olith, n. Single block of stone, esp. 
shaped into pillar or monument. Hence 
monolith'ic a., (also) solidly uniform 
throughout, showing or allowing no 
variation, [f. F -lithe, or L f. Gk mono- 
(lithos stone)] 

mon'ologue (-6g), n. Scene in drama in 
which one person speaks by himself; 
dramatic composition for single perfor¬ 
mer; long speech by one person in a 
company; soliloquy. Hence monold'gi- 
cal a., monol'ogisT, mon'ologuisi 
(-gist), nn., monol'ogiZE(2) v.i. [F, = one 
who loves to hear himself talk, f. Gk 
MONO(iOfirOS -LOGUE)] 

II mdn'omark, n. Combination of letters 

monsoon 

and/or figures registered as identification 
mark for goods, articles, addresses, etc. 
[MONO-] 

monom'ial, n. & a. (alg.). (Expression) 
consisting of one term, [mono-, on bino¬ 
mial] 

Monoph'ysite, n. One who holds there is 
only one nature in the person of Christ, 
[f. eccl. L (-la) f. eccl. Gk n.oizo(phusites 
f. phusis nature, see -ite1)) 

monop'olist, n. One who favours mono¬ 
poly; one who assumes monopoly (of). 
[-1ST] 

monop'olizle, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Obtain 
exclusive possession or control of (trade, 
commodity, the conversation, person’s 
attention, etc.). Hence ~a'tion n. [f. 
foil. H—IZE ] 

monop'oly, n. Exclusive possession of 
the trade in some commodity; this con¬ 
ferred as privilege by State; exclusive 
possession, control, or exercise (of); thing 
that is monopolized, [f. L f. Gk mono- 

(polion f. poled sell)] 
monosyll'lable, n. Word of one syllable; 
speak in —ables, answer little but Yes or 
No, with intentional curtness. Hence or 
cogn. ~ab'ic a., ~ab'icALLY adv., 
~abiSM(2) n., ~abiZE(3) v.t. [f. L mono- 

(syllabus syllable)] 

mon'othe|ism, n. Doctrine that there is 
only one God. Hence ~ist n., —■is'tic a. 
[f. mono- + Gk theos god -f- -ism] 

mon'otSne, a. & n., & v.t. 1. (Utterance 
of successive syllables) without change 
of pitch, whence monoton'io a. (mus.); 
sameness of style in writing. 2. v.t. 
Recite, speak, sing, in unvaried tone, 
[f. late Gk mono((o?ios tone)] 

monot'onlous, a. (Of sound or utterance) 
without variation in tone or cadence; 
lacking in variety, wearisome through 
sameness. Hence or cogn. ~ize(3) v.t., 
~ously2 adv., ~ousness, ~y1, nn. [as 
prec. -F-ous] 

Monroe'|ism (-5I-), n. Monroe doctrine. 

So ~ist n. [-ism] 

monseigneur (see Ap.), n. (pi. nosseigneurs 
pr. uosanydt'). French title given to 
eminent persons, esp. princes, cardinals, 
archbishops, & bishops. [F] 

monsieur (musydF, & see Ap.), n. (pi. mes¬ 
sieurs pr. mfisydr'). French equivalent of 
MR, but also used by itself as substitute 
for name, as did ring ?; Frenchman; 
(hist.) title of second son or next younger 
brother of French king. [F] 

monsignor(e) (monsonydr', -i; pi. -ori), 
n. Title of some R.-G. prelates, officers of 
Papal court, & others. [It., after mon- 

seignehr] 

monsoon', n. Wind in S. Asia, esp. in 
Indian Ocean, blowing from SW. in 
summer (wet ~) & NE. in winter (dry 
~); rainy season; other winds with 
periodic alternations, [f. Du. monssoen 
f. Port, mongdo perh. f. Arab, mausim, lit. 
season, (wasama mark)] 
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mon'ster, n. & a. 1. Mis-shapen animal 
or plant, abortion; imaginary animal 
compounded of incongruous elements, 
e. g. centaur, sphinx, griffin; inhumanly 
wicked person, inhuman example of 
(cruelty etc.); animal, thing, of huge size. 
2. adj. Huge. [ME, f. OF monstre f. L 
monstrum portent, monster (monere warn) ] 

mon'strance, n. (R.-C. Ch.). Open or 
transparent vessel of gold or silver in 
which the host is exposed, [f. OF, f. med. 
L vionstranlia (monstrare show, see -ance) ] 

monstros'ity, n. Monstrousness; abor¬ 
tion, imaginary monster, outrageous 
thing, [f. LL monstrositas (as foil., see 
-TY)J 

mon'strous, a. & adv. 1. Abnormally 
formed, of the nature of a monster; huge; 
outrageously wrong or absurd; atrocious. 
2. adv. (arch.). Extremely, as ~ good 
friends. Hence~LY2 adv.,~NESS n. [ME, 
f. OF monstreux f. LL monstrosus (mon¬ 
ster, -ops)] 

mon'tage (-ahzh), n. (cinemat.). Selec¬ 
tion, cutting, & piecing together as a 
consecutive whole of the separate shots 
taken in the making of a film. [F, f. 
monter to mount] 

mon'tane, a. Of, inhabiting, mountain¬ 
ous country, [f. L montanus (as mount, 
see -ane)] 

montbre'tia (-sha), n. Iridaceous plant 
with bright orange-coloured flowers, 
[after A. F. E. D. de Montbret, French 
botanist (d. 1801), -ia1] 

mon'te, n. Spanish game of chance, 
played with 45 cards; three-card ~, game 
of Mexican origin. [Sp., = mountain, 
heap of cards] 

Montenegrin, n. & a. (Inhabitant) of 
Montenegro (now in Jugoslavia). [-INE1] 

Montessor'i sys'tem, n. Method of edu¬ 
cating very young children, both normal 
& defective, initiated c. 1900 by Hr Maria 
Montessori of Rome (by direction of 
natural activities rather than strict 
control). 

month (mh-), n. Any of the twelve 
portions into which the year is divided 
(also calendar ~); lunar ~, period in 
which moon makes complete revolution; 
space of time from a day in one ~ to 
corresponding day in next; space of 28 
days; ~ of Sundays, indefinite period; 
this day ~, a ~ from today; ~’s mind, 
mass etc. in commemoration of deceased 
person a ~ after death, || (also) incli¬ 
nation, liking. [OE monalh, OS mdnnth, 
OHG mdndd, ON mdnathr, Goth, menbths 
f. Gmc "mfenoth- cogn. w. moon ] 

mo'nthly (mQn-), a. & n. 1. Done, 
recurring, payable, etc., once a month; 
~ nurse (attending woman during first 
month after childbirth); ~ rose,, a rose, 
supposed to flower monthly. 2. n. 
Magazine etc. published each month; 
(pi.) menses. So mo'nthLY2 (mOn-) adv. 
I-ly1] 

mon'ticule, n. Small hill; small mound 
caused by volcanic eruption; minute 
eminence on surface of animal etc. [F, f. 
LL monticulus (mans mount, see -cule)] 

mon'ument, n. Written record; anything 
that serves to commemorate, esp. struc¬ 
ture, building; || the M~, column in 
London commemorating fire of London 
in 1666; stone or other structure placed 
over grave or in church etc. in memory 
of the dead. [ME, f. L monu-, monimentum 
(monere remind, see -ment) ] 

monumen'tal, a. Of, serving as, a monu¬ 
ment; ~ mason, tombstone maker; (of 
literary works) massive & permanent; 
stupendous, as ~ ignorance. Hence ~ly2 

adv. [f. LL monurnentalis (as prec., see 
-AL)] 

monumen'talize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Record, 
commemorate, as by monument, [prec. 
+ -IZE] 

-mony, suf. repr. L -mania, -monium 
(occas. thr. F -moine, -monie, as matri~, 
vairi~, cere~), wh. formed nn. f. aa. 
(aerimonia), nn. (palrimonium), & vbs 
(alimonium). 

moo, v.i., & n. (Of cow or ox) low, make 
the sound moo; (n.) this sound, [imit. ] 

mooch, mouch (moo-), v.i. & t. (si.). 
Loiter about, slouch along; (trans.) steal. 
[15th c. mouche, identified w. ME (now 
dial.) miche, app. f. OF muchier hide, 
skulk] 

mood1, n. State of mind or feeling; in 
the ~, in no ~, inclined, disinclined, (for 
thing, to do). [OE, OS mod, OHG muot, 
ON molhr, Goth, moths f. Gmc *mdda-] 

mood2, n. (Gram.) any of the groups of 
forms in conjugation of verb that serve 
to indicate its function, as indicative, im¬ 
perative, subjunctive, ~; (mus.) = mode; 

(log.) any of the classes into which each 
of the figures of valid categorical syllo¬ 
gism is subdivided, [var. of mode, by 
assoc, w. prec. ] 

mood'y, a. Gloomy, sullen. Hence 
~Ily2 adv., iness n. [OE modig (see 
MOOD1 & -Y2] 

moollah. See mullah. 

mdol'vi(e), mou-, n. Mohammedan doc¬ 
tor of the law; learned person, teacher 
(esp. as term of respect among Indian 
Moslems). [Hind, mulvi f. Arab, maula- 
wiyy = judicial] 

moon1, n. 1. Satellite of the earth, 
revolving round it monthly, & deriving 
light from sun & reflecting it to earth; 
this in particular month, regarded as a 
distinct object from that visible in other 
months, as age of the ~, new ~ (at begin¬ 
ning of revolution), full ~ (with disc 
entirely illuminated); harvest, hunter’s, 

~; (poet.) month (where summer is but 
three ~s long); once in a blue l~; old ~ in 
new ~’s arms, ~ during first quarter, 
when dark part of orb is made faintly 
luminous by earth-light. 2. ray 
of ~light; '-''calf, born fool; flower, 
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oxeye daisy; light, light of ~ (often 
attrib.): flight flitting, removal of house¬ 
hold goods by night to avoid paying 
rent; lighter (hist.), one who in Ireland 
perpetrated outrages by night on tenants 
who incurred hostility of Land League; 
~'lit, lit up by ~; raker, || native of 
Wiltshire, sail above the horizon; ~- 
raking (fig.), daydreaming, woolgather¬ 
ing ; shine, visionary talk or ideas, (also) 
smuggled spirits; shiner (si.), illicit 
distiller, spirit-smuggler; shiny, lighted 
by ~, (also) visionary; ~'sfo-ne, feldspar 
of pearly appearance; struck, deranged 
in mind. Hence~'LESS a. [()E mdna, OS, 
OHG mono, ON mdni, Goth menu f. Gmc 
*m<enon-; eogn. w. L mcnsis month ] 

moon2, v.i. & t. Move, look, listlessly 
(about, around, etc.); pass away (time) in 
listless manner, [f. preo. 1 

inobu'shee, munshi (mbon'she), n. Secre¬ 
tary or language-teacher in India, [f. 
Hind, munshi f. Arab, munshi’ (ansha’a 
compose) 1 

mobn'y, a. Of, like, the moon; listless, 
stupidly dreamy, [moon1'2 + -y3] 

moor1, n. Tract of open waste ground, 
esp. if covered with heather; (in Corn¬ 
wall) waste land where tin is found; ~ 
game, red (rarely, black) grouse; ~'cock, 
male of this; ~'hcn, female of this, (also) 
water-hen; ~'land, country abounding 
in heather; stone, kind of granite. 
Hence ~'ish1, ~'y2, aa. [OE, OS mdr, 
OHG mnor, f. Gmc *mdr-] 

Moor2, n. One of a Mohammedan people, 
mixed Berber & Arab, inhabiting NW. 
Africa. Hence ~Tsh1 a. [ME, f. OF 
More f. L f. Gk Mauros inhabitant of 
Mauretania, region of N. Africa] 

moor3, v.t. Attach (boat or other floating 
thing) to moorings; ~inp-MAST1. Hence 
~'age(3, 4) n. [15th c. more, prob. f. 
(M)LG mdren, rel. to MDu. mdren] 

moor'ing, n.(Usu. pi.) permanent anchors 
& chains laid down for ships to be moored 
to, what a floating object is moored to; 
(pi.) place where vessel is moored, [-ing1] 

moose, n. (p].~). N.-Amer. animal closely 
allied to or same as European elk. [f. 
native moos ] 

moot, n., a., & v.t. 1. (Hist.) assembly; 
(law) students’ discussion of hypotheti¬ 
cal case for practice. 2. adj. Debatable 
(freq. ~ point). 3. v.t. Raise (question) 
for discussion. [(1) OE (gc)mot f. Gmc 
*mot-, whence meet1; (2) f. (1); (3) OE 
motian f. (1)] 

mop1, n. Bundle of coarse yarn or cloth 
fastened at end of stick, for cleaning 
floors etc.; similar instruments for various 
purposes; ~'head, (fig.) thick head of hair 
like ~, person with this. Hence ~p'Y2 
a. [15th c. '/nappe peril, ult. conn. w. L 
map pa napkin] 

mop2, v.t. (-pp-). Wipe, clean, (as) with 
mop; wipe tears, sweat, etc., from (brow 
etc.); (si.) ~ the floor with, have & use over¬ 

whelming advantage of (combatant); ~ 
up, wipe up (as) with mop, (si.) absorb 
(profits etc.), dispatch, make an end of, 
(mil.) complete the occupation of (dis¬ 
trict etc.) by capturing or killing troops 
left there, capture or kill (stragglers), 
(f. prec.] 

mop3, v.i. (-pp-), & n. ~ & mow, make 
grimaces; ~s <D mows, grimaces, [perh. 
imit.; cf. Du. mopj/en pout] 

II mop4, n. A fair or gathering in the 
autumn at which farm hands & servants 
were hired, [perh. = mop-fair (mop1)] 

mope, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Abandon oneself 
to listless condition; (refl. or pass.) make 
oneself, be, the victim of ennui. 2. n. One 
who ~s; the ~s, depression of spirits. 
Hence mop'iSH1 a., mop'lshLY2 adv., 
mdp'ishNESS n. [orig. unkn. ] 

mop'ed, n. Motorized pedal cycle, [f. 
mo(torized) ped(al)] 

mo'poke, more'pork (morp-), n. In New 
Zealand, an owl; in Tasmania, night¬ 
jar; in Australia, various birds, [imit. of 
bird’s note] 

moquette' (-ket), n. Material of wool & 
hemp or linen, used for carpets & up¬ 
holstery. [F] 

niii’ra, -rra, n. Italian game in which 
player guesses number of fingers held up 
simultaneously by another. [It. mora] 

moraine', n. Debris carried down & de¬ 
posited by glacier. [F ] 

mo'ral, a. & n. 1. Concerned with charac¬ 
ter or disposition, or with the distinction 
between right & wrong; ~ sense, power of 
distinguishing right & wrong; (of literary 
work etc.) dealing with regulation of con¬ 
duct, as ~ science; ~ philosophy, ethics; 
~ law, the requirements to which right 
action must conform; (of rights etc.) 
founded on ~ law; capable of ~ action; 
~ victory, defeat, indecisive result, that 
eventually produces the ~ effects of 
victory; ~ courage, courage to encounter 
odium, contempt, etc., rather than aban¬ 
don right course; ~ly good, conform¬ 
ing to rules of morality; virtuous as 
regards general conduct; ~ certainty, 
probability so great as to admit of no 
reasonable doubt. 2. n. The ~ teaching 
of a fable, story, event, etc. (draw the 
~, show what it is); ~ maxim or prin¬ 
ciple (point a ~, illustrate or apply it); 
(pi.) — habits, esp. sexual conduct; =foll. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. L moralis (mos 
custom, pi. mores morals, -al)] 

morale' (-ahl), n. Moral condition, esp. 
(of troops) as regards discipline & con¬ 
fidence. [f. F moral respelt to preserve 
pronunciation, cf. local(e), chorai(e)] 

md'ralism, n. Natural system of moral¬ 
ity, religion reduced to moral practice. 
[-ISM] 

mo'ral]ist, n. One who practises or 
teaches morality; man who is merely 
moral. Hence ~is'tic a. [moral Jr-iST] 

moral'ity, n. Moral science; (pi.) moral 
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principles, points of ethics; particular 
system of morals, as commercial ~; moral 
conduct (esp. good); moralizing; (hist.) 
kind of drama inculcating moral lesson, 
popular in 16th c. [ME, f. OF moralite or 
LL moralitas (moral, -ty)] 

mo'raliz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.i. & t. Indulge in 
moral reflection or talk (on subject); 
interpret morally, point the moral of; 
improve the morals of. So ~a'tion n. [f. 
F moraliser or med. L moralizare (as 
moral, see -IZE)] 

morass', n. (literary). Bog, marsh, [f. 
Du. moeras f. MDu. marasch f. OF as 
MARISH] 

rmSr'at, n. (hist.). Drink made of honey 
flavoured with mulberries, [f. med. L 
moratum (morns mulberry, see -ate1)] 

moratdr'ium, n. (Period of) legal 
authorization to debtors to postpone 
payment, [neut. of LL moratorium (L 
morari delay, -Tory)] 

Morav'lan, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of Mo¬ 
ravia; (one) of Protestant sect holding 
Hussite doctrines, founded in Saxony 
by ~ emigrants, [f. Moravia, now part of 
Czechoslovakia, -an] 

mrjrb'id, a. (Of mind, ideas, etc.) un¬ 
wholesome, sickly; given to ~ feelings; 
(med.) of the nature, or indicative, of 
disease; ~ anatomy (of diseased organs 
etc.). Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L 
morbidus f. morbus disease (mori die)] 

morblde'eza (-Ctsa), n. (painting). Life¬ 
like delicacy in flesh-tints. [It. (as prec.)] 

m<5rbid'ity, n. Morbidness; prevalence 
of disease (in a district), [-ity] 

mdrbif'ic, a. Causing disease, [f. F mor- 
bifique (L morbus disease, see -nc)] 

morceau' (-so), n. Short literary or musi¬ 
cal composition. [F (as MORSEL)] 

mdrd'lant, a. & n. 1. (Of sarcasm etc.) 
caustic, biting, so ~a'cious (-ashws) a., 
~a'city, ~ancy, nn.; pungent, smarting. 
2. (Of acids) corrosive or cleansing (n., 
such acid). 3. (Substance) serving to fix 
colouring-matter or gold-leaf. [F, part, 
of mordre bite f. L mordere] 

mord'ent, n. (mus.). Grace consisting in 
rapid alternation of written note with 
one immediately below it. [G, f. It. 
mordente part, of mordere bite, as prec.] 

more, a. & adv. 1. Existing in greater 
quantity, amount, or degree, as there is ~ 
truth in it than you think, 10 is 2 ~ than 8, 
bring some ~ water-, (abs.) greater quan¬ 
tity, as ~ is meant than meets the ear, hope 
to see ~ of you; what is ~ (~ important); 
~ than one person has (not have) found 
it so. 2. adv. In greater degree, as you 
must attend ~ to details, ~ in sorrow than 
in anger, ~ frightened than hurt; (forming 
compar. of most adjj. of more than one 
syllable & most adw.) ~ absurdity), ~ 
curious, ~ easily, ~ truly; ~ ~, in an 
increasing degree; ~ or less, in greater or 
less degree, or thereabouts; the ~; be no 
~, be dead; again, as once, twice, never, 

C C 

morning 

; neither~ nor less than (simplv, literally) 
absurd etc. [OE mara, OS, OHG me.ro, 
ON meire, Goth, maiza f. Gmc *maizon- f. 
*mais adv. ] 

moreen', n. Stout woollen or woollen & 
cotton material for curtains etc. [perh. 
fanciful f. moire] 

morel'1, n. Kinds of nightshade, esp. 
black nightshade. [ME, f. OF morele, 
fem. of adj. (-el) as n., f. med. L maur-, 
morellus f. maurus moor2] 

morel'2, n. An edible fungus, [f. F 
morille, f. Du. morilje; cf. OHG morhila 
(G morchel)] 

morell'o, n. Bitter kind of cherry, [f. It. 
morello (as morel1)] 

moreov'er (morov-), adv. Further, be¬ 
sides, (introducing new statement). 
[MORE + OVER] 

morepork. See mofoke. 

rnor'es (-ez), n. pi. Customs or conventions 
regarded as essential or vital to a social 
group. [L] 

Moresque' ( k), a. Moorish in style or 
design. [F, f. It. moresco (Moro Moor, 
see -esq.de)] 

morganat'lic, a. ~ic marriage, one be¬ 
tween man of exalted rank & woman of 
lower rank, who remains in her former 
station, the issue having no claim to 
succeed to possessions or title of father; 
~ic wife (so married). Hence~iCALLY adv. 
[f. med. L phr. matrimonium ad morgana- 
ticam, prob. f. morganaticum f. OHG 
*morgangeba morning gift from husband 
to wife the morning after consummation 
of marriage (the ~ic wife’s only claim on 
husband’s possessions)] 

morgue1 (-g), n. Building (esp. one for¬ 
merly in Paris) in which bodies of persons 
found dead are exposed for identification; 
(journalism) repository where miscellan¬ 
eous material for reference is kept. [F, 
app. same wd as foil. ] 

morgue2 ( g), n. Haughty demeanour, 
esp. (~ anglaise, see Ap.) as English 
characteristic. [16th c., F, of unkn. orig. ] 

mo'ribund, a. At the point of death (lit. 
& fig.), [f. L moribundus (mori die)] 

mo'rion, n. (hist.). Helmet without 
beaver or visor. [F, f. Sp. morrion f. 
morra skull ] 

Moris'co, a. & n. 1. Moorish. 2. n. Moor, 
esp. in Spain; morris dance. [Sp. (Moro 
MOOR2)] 

Morm'on, n. Member of religious body 
founded in 1830 by Joseph Smith in New 
York on basis of supposed Divine revela¬ 
tions in Book of ~ (imaginary author); 
person who practises polygamy (formerly 
regarded as chief feature of the sect). 
Hence ~ism n. 

morn, n. (poet.). Morning. [OE morgen, 
myrgen, margen, OS, OHG morgan, ON 
myrginn, merginn, Goth maurgins f. Gmc 
*murgan-, *murgin-, *margan-] 

morn'ing, n. Early part of day-time, 
ending at noon, or at hour of midday 

5813 
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meal; good ~, form of salutation; (poet.) 
dawn; (attrib. of clothes) meant to be 
worn in the ~, as ~ coat, tail-coat with 
front sloped away; ~ draught, liquor 
taken before breakfast; ~ gift (see mor¬ 

ganatic, etym.); ~ glory, kind of con¬ 
volvulus ; ~ performance, matinee; ~ 
prayer, Anglican service of matins; ~- 
-room, sitting-room for the ~; ~ star, 
Venus (or other planet or bright star) 
seen in E. before sunrise; ~ watch (naut.), 
4-8 a.m. [ME mor(we)ning f. morwen morn 

+ -ING1, after evening] 
morocc'5, n. (pi. ~s). Leather made (orig. 
in Morocco, now also in Europe) from 
goatskins tanned with sumac; French ~, 
inferior small-grained kind; Levant ~, 
high-grade large-grained kind. [f. It. 
Morocco f. name of chief city Marrakesh] 

mor'on, n. Adult whose mental develop¬ 
ment is arrested at the stage normal in 
a child of 9-12 years; (pop.) degenerate 
brute, fool. Hence moron'ic a. [neut. of 
Gk moros dull] 

morose', a. Sullen, gloomy, & unsocial. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L morosus 
(mosmoris manner, see -ose1)] 

morph'eme,n. (philol.). A morphological 
element considered in respect of its 
functional relations in a linguistic system. 
[F (-dme), f. Gk morphe form] 

Morph'eus, n. God of dreams or sleep; 
in the arms of ~, asleep. [L] 

morph'ine, morph'ia, nn. Alkaloid nar¬ 
cotic principle of opium, largely used to 
alleviate pain. Hence morph'miSM(5) n. 
[f. G morphin (prec., -ine 6 (-ia 4))] 

morph51'og|y, n. (Biol.) study of the 
form of animals & plants; (philol.) study 
of the form of words. Hence morpho- 
lo'gicAi, a., morphold'gicalLY2 adv., 
~lSTn. (biol.). [f. Gkmorpheform + -logy] 

mo'rris, a. & n. ~ (dance), grotesque 
dance by persons in fancy costume, usu. 
as characters in Robin Hood legend 
(medieval, & as modern revival); ■—pike 
(hist.), form of pike supposed to be of 
Moorish origin, [f. morys, var. of moorish ] 

mo'rris tube, n. Small-bore rifle barrel 
insertable in rifle for practice on miniature 
range. [R. Morris (d. 1891), inventor] 

mo'rrow (-6), n. (literary). The ~, the 
following day; (fig.) on the ~ of (time 
following on) a long war etc. [ME morwe, 
moru, shortened var. of morwen morn] 

morse *, n. Walrus, [f. Lapp morsa] 
Morse2, n. & a. (Of) the recording tele¬ 
graph invented by S. F. B. Morse (d. 
1872), as ~ alphabet, code (in which letters 
are represented by variations on two signs, 
e.g. dot & dash, long & short flash, etc.). 

morse3, n. Clasp, often jewelled etc., of 
cope. [ME, f. 017 mors f. L morsus bite, 
catch] 

mors'el, n. Mouthful, small piece, (o/food 
etc.); fragment. [ME, f. OF, dim. of 
mors a bite f. L mordere mors- bite] 

m<5rtS n. Note sounded on horn at death 

mortise 

of deer, wild boar, etc. [16th c., alt. f. ME 
mote f. OF mot note of horn] 

mort2, n. Salmon in third year. [orig. 
unkn.] 

molt3, n. (dial.). A great amount or 
number of (a ~ of), [orig. unkn. ] 

mort'al, a. & n. 1. Subject to death; 
causing death, fatal, (to, often fig.); (of 
battle) fought to the death; (of enemy) 
implacable; (of pain, fear, etc.) deadly; 
(of sin) entailing spiritual death, deadly; 
accompanying death, as ~ agony; (si.) 
very great, as in o ~ hurry; (si.) long 
& tedious, as for two ~ hours. 2. n. —, 
esp. human, being; (joc.) person, as a 
thirsty ~. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME. f. OF 
morlel or L mortalis (mors -rtis death, see 
-AL)] 

mortal'ity, n. Mortal nature; loss of life 
on large scale; number of deaths in given 
period etc.; death-rate; bill 4s of ~; ~ 
tables (showing expectation of life at 
various ages etc.). [ME, f. O F mortalite f. L 
mortalitatem (as prec., see -ty)] 

mdrt'ar, n., & v.t. 1. Vessel of hard mate¬ 
rial, e.g. marble, in which ingredients are 
pounded with pestle. 2. Short piece of 
ordnance for throwing shells at high 
angles; contrivance for firing shells in 
pyrotechnic displays. 3. Mixture of lime, 
sand, & water, for joining stones or bricks, 
whence ~less, ~y2, aa.; —board, board 
for holding ~, (pop.) square college cap. 
4. v.t. Plaster, join, with ~; attack, 
bombard, with ~s. [ME, f. OF morlier f. 
L mortar ium] 

mortgage1 (mdhg'ij), n. Conveyance of 
property by debtor (mortgager, -or) to 
creditor (mortgagee) as security for debt, 
with proviso that it shall be reconveyed 
on payment of debt within certain 
period; deed effecting this. [ME, f. OF, 
= dead pledge (mort f. L mortuus dead + 
GAGE1)] 

mortgage2 (mdrg'ij), v.t. Make over 
(property) by mortgage; pledge (oneself, 
one’s powers etc., to object etc.). Hence 
mortgagEE' (mdfg-), mortgagER1 
(moig-), mortgagOR' (mdrgajbf'), nn. 
(see prec.). [f. obs. F mortgager, or prec. ] 

♦molti'cian (-shn), n. Undertaker, [f. L 
mors -rtis death + -ician ] 

mort'ilfy, v.t. & i. Bring (body, passions, 
etc.) into subjection by self-denial or dis¬ 
cipline ; cause (person) to feel humiliated, 
wound (feelings), whence ~fyiNG2 a.; 
(intr., of flesh) be affected by gangrene or 
necrosis. So ~fica'tion n. [ME, f. OF 
mortifier f. LL mortificare (mors -rtis death, 
see -fy)] 

molt'ise, -ice, n., & v.t. 1. Hole in a 
framework designed to receive the end of 
some other part esp. a tenon; ~ chisel 
(with stout blade, for cutting ~s); ~ lock 
(recessed in frame of door etc.). 2. v.t. 
Join (things together, one to or into an¬ 
other) securely, esp. by tenon & [ME, 
f. OF morteise, f. Arab, murtazz fixed in] 
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mdrt'main, n. (law). (Condition of) lands 
or tenements held inalienably by eccle¬ 
siastical or other corporation; (fig.) in —, 
under posthumous control. [ME, f. OF 
mortemain f. med. L mortua manus dead 
hand, prob. in allusion to impersonal 
ownership ] 

mdrt'uary, a. & n. 1. Of death or burial. 
2. n. Building in which dead bodies are 
kept for a time. [ME, f. AF mortuarie f. 
L mortuarius (mortuus dead, see -ary *)] 

mosa'ic1 (-z-), a., n., & v.t. (—king, —Iced). 
1. (Form or work of art) in which pictures 
etc. are produced by joining together 
minute pieces of glass, stone, etc., of 
different colours (also fig. of any diversi¬ 
fied whole); ~ disease (in plants, esp. 
tobacco, maize, & sugar-cane); ~ icool- 
work (producing effect like that of ~); 
~ gold, a disulphide of tin, also alloy of 
copper & zinc used in cheap jewellery etc. 
2. v.t. Adorn with ~s; combine (as) into 
~. Hence ~ist(3) n. [f. F mosaique f. It. 
mosaieo f. med. L mo-, musaicus f. Gk 
mouseion mosaic work, f. mousa muse 1 ] 

Mosa'ic2 (-z-), a. Of Moses, esp. ~ Law 
(in Pentateuch), [f. LL Moses + -IC] 

m5sasaur'us (-or-), n. (pi. -ri). Large 
extinct marine reptile, first found near 
Maestricht on Meuse. [L Mosa Meuse + 
Gk sauros lizard ] 

moschatel' (-k-), n. Small plant with 
pale-green flowers & musky smell, [f. F 
moscatelle f. It. moscatella (moscato musk)] 

moselle' (-z-), n. Dry white wine pro¬ 
duced near the river M~ in Germany. 

Mos'lem, Mus'llm, (-z-, -s-), a. & n. (pi. 
-ms, -min). Mohammedan. Hence Mosf 
lemiSM n. [Arab, (-im), part, of aslama; 
see Islam] 

mosque (-k), n. Mohammedan place of 
worship, [f. F mosquee f. It. moschea f. 
Arab, masgid (sagada vb worship)] 

mosqui'tS (-ke-), n. (pi. ~es). Kinds of 
gnat, female of which punctures skins 
of animals with long proboscis & sucks 
their blood; —-net, -curtain (to keep off 
~es);'—craft, small light vessels for rapid 
manoeuvring. [Sp. dim. of mosca f. L 
musca fly ] 

moss, n., & v.t. 1. Wet spongy soil; peat¬ 
bog; lands of small herbaceous crypto- 
gamous plant, some growing in bogs, 
others on surface of ground, trees, stones 
etc., in crowded masses, whence ~'iuESS 
n., ~'y2 a.; rolling stone gathers no —, one 
who constantly changes his place or em¬ 
ployment will not grow rich. 2. ~'bunker, 
= menhaden ; '—grown, overgrown with 
~; || —-hag, broken ground from which 
peat has been taken; —rose, garden 
variety of cabbage rose, with ~-like 
growth on calyx & stalk; trooper, 
border freebooter of 17th c. 3. v.t. Cover 
with ~. [OE (MDu., OHG) mos bog, 
(cf. ON mosi), f. Gmc *mos-; cogn. w. OE 
meos, OHG mios moss, ON myrr mire] 

most, a. & adv. 1. Existing in greatest 

mother 

quantity or degree, as you have made — 
mistakes, see who can make — noise, (abs., 
quasi-noun) this is the — I can do; make 
the — of it, employ it to the best ad¬ 
vantage, (also) represent it at the best or 
worst; the majority, as ~ people think 
so, (quasi-n.) ~ of them are broken; for the 
— part, in the main, usually, whence 
~'ly2 adv. 2. adv. In the highest degree, 
as what — annoys me, (forming superl. 
of most adjj. of more than one syllable & 
most adw.)~ ludicrously), — cerlain(ly), 
— callous(ly); ten at —, not more than ten; 
this is at—' (is no more than) a makeshift. 
[OE meest, OSmest, OHGmeist, ONmeslr, 
Goth, maists f. Gmc *maist- (*mais 
MORE, -EST)] 

-most, suf. forming superl. adjj, formed 
not on adjj. but on prep, stems (after—, 
fore—, in—, ut—) & later on wds indicating 
position in place, time, or order, (back—, 
top—, centre—, & the compar. upper—, 
utter—, further—, etc.); also in better—; 
altered form of OE -mest, combining two 
superb sufC., -mo- & -isto- -est, cf. L 
optimus, Gk beltistos; in late OE -mest 
was confused with most (see prec.), 
whence usu. mod. pronunc. (most) for 
the unstressed (most). 

mot (mo), n. (pi. —s, pr. moz). Witty 
saying; bon mot; ~ juste (see Ap.), the 
expression that conveys a desired shade 
of meaning with more precision than any 
other. [F, = word, f. Rom. *mottum = 
L muttum (muttire murmur) ] 

mote, n. Particle of dust; ~ in (another’s) 
eye, trifling fault if compared to one’s 
own (see Matt. vii. 3). [OE mot, corresp. 
to Du. mot dust, sawdust] 

mot'el, n. Hotel or group of furnished 
cabins by the roadside where motorists 
may stay for the night, [f. motorists’ 
hoteZ] 

motet', n. (mus.). Anthem (usu. unaccom¬ 
panied) in R.C. or Lutheran Church; 
non-ecclesiastical work on similar lines. 
[ME, f. OF, dim. of mot] 

moth, n. (Also clothes—d small nocturnal 
lepidopterous insect breeding in cloth 
etc., on which its larva feeds (~, the —, 
collect., —b), whence ~'y2 a.; insect of' 
the order Lepidoplera excluding butter¬ 
flies, apt to scorch itself by fluttering 
about light; (fig.) person hovering around 
temptation; —-ball (of chemical pre¬ 
ventive for keeping ~s from clothes), 
(also) airtight plastic cover sprayed on & 
enclosing working parts of gun-mount¬ 
ings, machinery, etc. of ship, (v.t.) 
enclose thus; —-eaten, destroyed by ~s, 
(fig.) antiquated, time-worn. [0E moththe, 
corresp. to MDu., MLG, MHG, ON motte] 

mo'ther1 (mQdh-), n. 1. Female parent. 
2. Quality, condition, etc., that gives 
rise to another, as necessity is the — of 
invention. 3. Head of female religious 
community (often M— Superior). 4. 
(Term of address for) elderly woman of 
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lower class. 5. (Also artificial ~) appara¬ 
tus for rearing chickens. 6. (Arch., f. obs. 
sense womb) hysteria. 7. Carey’s 
chicken ; M~ Church (as of maternal 
authority); M—Church (whence others 
have sprung); ~ country, country in 
relation to its colonies; ~-cra/f, skill in 
treatment of offspring; ~ earth, earth 
as ~ of its inhabitants etc., (joc.) the 
ground; M~ Hubbard, person in nursery 
rhyme, kind of cloak or overall; ~ -in-law, 
one’s wife’s or husband’s ~ ; ~land, one’s 
native land; ~ lodge (freemasonry), 
masonic lodge in which one was initiated; 
~ of pearl, smooth shining iridescent sub¬ 
stance forming inner layer of some shells 
(often attrib., w. hyphens); ~ of thousands 
or millions, ivy-leaved toadflax; || ~ 
ship (in charge of torpedo-boats, sub¬ 
marines, etc.); ~’s son, man, esp. every 
~’s son of (you etc.); ~ tongue, one’s 
native tongue, (also) tongue from which 
others spring; ~ wit, native wit, common 
sense. Hence~hood n.,~LF,ss, ~i.ike, aa. 
[OE modor, OS modar, OHG muotar, 
ON molhir f. Gmc *molhar- cogn. w. L 
mater] 

mo'ther2 (mtidh-), v.t. Give birth to (usu. 
fig.); protect as a mother; acknowledge 
or profess oneself the mother of (child, lit. 
& fig.); \\~ing Sunday, 4th Sunday in 
Lent, with old custom of visiting parents 
with gifts, [f. prec. ] 

mo'ther3 (mtidh-), n. (Also ~ of vinegar) 
mucilaginous substance produced in vine¬ 
gar during fermentation by mould-fun¬ 
gus. Hence ~Y2 a. [prob. = mother 1; cf. 
MDu. moeder, G mutter in same sense] 

mo'therlly (mtidh-), a. Having, showing, 
the good qualities of a mother. Hence 
~1NESS n. [OE modorlic (MOTHER1, -LY1)] 

motif' (-ef), n. Constituent feature, domi¬ 
nant idea, in artistic composition; orna¬ 
ment of lace etc. sewn separately on dress. 
[F, as motive a.] 

mot'lle, a. (zool., hot.). Capable of mo¬ 
tion. Hence motil'iTY n. [as move, see 
-lid _ 

mo'tion1, n. 1. Moving, change of place; 
manner of moving the body in walking 
etc.; change of posture; gesture; in ~, 
moving, not at rest; put in ~, set going 
or working; picture, cinemf»tographic 
film. 2. Formal proposal in deliberative 
assembly; (law) application by party 
etc. for rule or order of court. 3. Evacua¬ 
tion of bowels. 4. Piece of moving mecha¬ 
nism. Hence ~al, ~less, aa., (-shon-). 
[ME, f. OF, f. L motionem (as move, -ion)] 

mo'tion2, v.t. & i. Direct (person to, 
towards, away, etc., to do) by sign or 
gesture; make gesture {to person) direct¬ 
ing him (to do), [f. prec.] 

mot'ive1, a. & n. 1. Tending to initiate 
movement, whence mdtiv'iTY n.; ~ 
power, moving or impelling power, esp. 
form of mechanical energy used to drive 
machinery, e.g. steam, electricity; con- 

mould 

cerned with movement. 2. n. What 
induces a person to act, e.g. desire, fear, 
circumstance, whence ~less a.; = motif. 

[ME, f. OF motif f. LL motivus (move, 

-XVE)] 

mot'ive2, mot'ivate, w.t. Supply a mo¬ 
tive to, be the motive or motif of. Hence 
motivA'TlON n. [f. prec. n.] 

mot'ley, a. & n. 1. Diversified in colour; 
of varied character, as ~ assembly. 2. n. 
Incongruous mixture; (hist.) fool’s parti¬ 
coloured dress, esp. w>ear~, play the fool. 
[ME ; orig. obsc.; poss. f. AF *motele, f. 
MOTE + -LE ] 

mot'or, n., a., & v.i. & t. 1. What imparts 
motion; machine supplying motive power 
for carriage or vessel, esp. internal- 
-combustion engine, as (attrib.)~ (bi)cycle, 
cab, (omni)bus, boat, mower, ship; II ~-car; 
~ bandit, thief who uses a ~-car in his 
depredations; || ~-car, car propelled by ~ 
for use on ordinary roads, whence ~ist(3) 

n.; ~ cycle, bicycle etc. worked by ~ 
engine; ~way, arterial road specially 
made for fast-moving ~ traffic. 2. (anat.). 
Muscle designed to move a part of the 
body; (nerve) designed to excite muscular 
activity, whence motor'iAL, mot'oRY, aa. 
3. vb. Go or convey in ~-car. [L (move, 

-oil)] 
‘mot'orcade, n. Procession or parade 
of motor-cars. [f. hotor(-car) +(cavai-) 

cade] 

m5t'oriz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Equip (troops 
etc.) with motor transport. Hence 
~A'TION n. [-IZE ] 

mot'tle, n., & v.t. 1. Arrangement of 

spots or confluent blotches of colour; 
such spot; variegated woollen yarn. 
2. v.t. Mark (esp. soap) with ~s (esp. in 
p.p.). [prob. f. MOTLEY] 

mott'o, n. (pi. ~es). Sentence inscribed on 
some' object & expressing appropriate 
sentiment; word or sentence accom¬ 
panying coat of arms or crest; maxim 
adopted as rule of conduct; verses etc. 
in paper cracker; quotation prefixed to 
book or chapter; (mus.) recurrent phrase 
having some symbolical significance. [It., 
as MOT] 

moue (moo), n. pout2. [F; see mow2] 

mouff'lon (moo-), n. Wild mountain 
sheep of S. Europe, [f. F mouflon f. LL 
mufronem ] 

moujik, muzhik, (moo'zhik), n. Russian 
peasant; lady’s loose fur cape. [f. Russ. 
muzhik peasant ] 

mould1 (mold), n. Loose earth; upper 
soil of cultivated land; man of ~, mere 
mortal; ~-board, board in plough that 
turns over the furrow-slice. [OE molde, 
MDu. moude, OHG molta, ON mold, Goth. 
mulda f. Gmc *moldb f. *mul-, *mel- 
(MEAL1)] 

mould2 (mold), n. Pattern, templet, used 
by masons, bricklayers, etc., as guide in 
shaping mouldings; hollow form into 
which molten metal etc. is cast to cool 
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into required shape; metal or earthen¬ 
ware vessel used to give shape to puddings 
etc., pudding etc. so shaped; (fig.) cast in 
heroic etc. ~, of such character; form, 
shape, esp. of animal body; (archit.) 
group of mouldings; ~ candle (made in a 
~); room on floor of which plans of 
ship are drawn full size. [ME mold(e) 
app. f. OF modle f. modulus] 

mould3 (mold), v.t. Produce (object) in 
certain shape, out of (elements), or upon 
(pattern), lit. & fig.; bring into certain 
shape; shape (bread) into loaves, [f. 
prec. ] 

mould4 (mold), n. Woolly or furry 
growth of minute fungi on things that lie 
for some time in moist warm air. [prob. 
f. obs mould a., p.p. oimoul grow mouldy] 

moul'der1 (mol-), n. One who moulds, 
esp. workman making moulds for casting. 
[-ER1 ] 

moul'der2 (mol-), v.i. Decay to dust, 
rot away, (often fig.), [perh. mould 1+ 
-er5: but cf. Norw. dial.muldra crumble] 

moul'ding (mol-), n. In vbl senses, esp. 
moulded object, esp. ornamental variety 
of outline in cornices etc. of building, 
woodwork, etc.; ~-board (on which 
dough is kneaded); picture(for framing 
pictures), [mould3+ -ING1] 

moul'dly1 (mol-), a. Overgrown with 
mould; (fig.) stale, out-of-date; (si.) 
dull, tiresome, boring. Hence ~inbss n. 
[MOULD4 +-Y2] 

moul'dy2 (mol-), n. (nav. si.). Torpedo. 
moulin (moolah'), n. Nearly vertical shaft 

in glacier, formed by surface water falling 
through crack in ice. [F, lit. = mill] 

moult (molt), v.t. & i., & n. 1. (Of birds) 
shed (feathers), shed feathers, in changing 
plumage (also fig.); (loosely, of animals) 
shed hair etc. 2. n. ~ing. [ME mmden 
f. OE “mutian, = OLG -muton, OHG 
muzzon, WGf. t mutare change; -l- after 
fault &c. ] 
mound \ n. Ball of gold etc. representing 
earth, surmounting crown etc., & used in 
heraldry. [ME, f. OF monde f. L mundus 
world ] 

mound2, n., & v.t. Elevation of earth or 
stones, esp. of earth heaped on grave; 
hillock; ~-builder, one of prehistoric 
Indian race in N. America who erected 
~s, (also) kinds of bird depositing eggs 
in a ~; (v.t.) enclose with, heap up in, 
~s. [in 10th c. (1) hedge or fence: orig. 
unkn.: (2) embankment &c., perh. after 
mount1] 

mount1, n. Mountain, hill, (abbr. Ml, 
preceding name, as Mt Ephraim); (palm¬ 
istry) fleshy prominence on palm of hand. 
[OE muni f. L mans -ntis; in ME rein¬ 
forced by OF mont] 

mount2, v.i. & t. 1. Ascend (hill etc. or 
abs.); proceed upwards; (of blood) rise 
into cheeks. 2. Rise to higher level of 
rank, power, intensity, etc.; (also ~ up) 
rise in amount. 3. Get on horse etc. for 

purpose of riding; get on (horse etc. 
or abs.); put (person) on horse etc.; 
furnish (person) with horse. 4. Raise 
(guns) into position on a fixed ~ing 1; put 
(loom etc.) in working order; put picture 
etc.) in a mount3; fit (gems etc.) in gold 
etc.; fix (object) on microscope slide. 
5. Put (play) on stage; display (article of 
costume). 6. ~ an offensive (mil.), act on, 
take, the offensive; ~ (go on duty as) 
guard (over thing or abs.). [ME, f. OF 
murder f. Rom. *montare f. mans (prec.)] 

mount3, n. Margin surrounding picture, 
card on which drawing is mounted; 
ornamental metal parts of thing; horse 
for person’s riding; chance of riding, esp. 
as jockey, [f. prec.] 

moun'tain (-tin), n. Natural elevation of 
earth’s surface, large or high & steep 
hill; waves ran ~s (very) high, ~ -high; 
large heap or pile; (also ~ wine) Malaga 
wine from ~ grapes; the 717~, extreme 
party in first French Revolution, occupy¬ 
ing elevated position in chamber of 
assembly; ~ ash, tree with delicate pin¬ 
nate leaves & scarlet berries, rowan; ~ 
chain, series of ~s; ~ dew (colloq.), Scotch 
whisky; ~ sickness, malady caused by 
rarefied ~ air; ~ tobacco, species of arnica. 
[ME, f. OF montaigne f. Rom. *montania, 
= LL montana mountain (mount1, -an)] 

mountaineer' (-tin-), n. Dweller amongst 
mountains; one skilled in mountain 
climbing, whence ~inq 1 n. [-eer] 

moun'tainous (-tin-), a. Abounding in 
mountains; huge. [ME, f. OF monlagnous 
f. LL montaniosus mountain, -ous] 

moun'tebank, n. Itinerant quack who 
held forth to audience from platform; 
charlatan. Hence ~ery(4) n. [f. It. 
monlambanco = manta in banco mount on 
bench] 

mourn (morn), v.i. & t. Feel sorrow or 
regret (for, over, dead person, lost thing, 
loss, misfortune, etc.); show conventional 
sigus of grief for period after person’s 
death ; sorrow for (dead person, thing). 
[OE murnan, OS mornon, OHG mornen, 
ON morna, Goth, maurnan be anxious] 

moum'er (mdf-), n. One who mourns, 
esp. who attends funeral of friend or 
relation; person hired to attend funeral. 
[-ER1] 

mourn'ful (mor-), a. Doleful, sad, sorrow¬ 
ful. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [mourn 

-I- -ful ] 

mourn'ing (mor-), n. In vbl senses, also 
or esp.: (wearing of) black clothes as sign 
of ~ ; deep 1, half, ~; complimentary ~ 
(worn as tribute to unrelated dead); in~, 
wearing such garments, (si., of the eye) 
blacked in fighting etc., (si., of finger- 
-nails) dirty; ~ -coach (attending funeral); 
~-paper, notepaper with black edge; ~- 
-ring (worn as memorial of deceased 
person), [-ing1] 

mouse1 (mows), n. (pi. mice). Animal of 
any of the smaller species of a genus of 
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rodents, esp. house, field-, harvest-, ~; 
timid, shy, retiring- person; weight & cord 
for passing sash-lines over pulleys etc.; 
(si.) black eye; —colour, dark grey with 
yellow tinge; ~-ear, hawkweed & other 
plants; ~'trap (for catching mice; ~frap 
cheese, of poor quality). Hence mous'y2 
a. [OE mils (= OS, OHG, ON mds), f. 
Gmc *mus- cogn. w. L mus] 

mouse2 (-z), v.i. & t. (Of cat or owl) hunt 
for or catch mice, whence mous'ER1 (-z-) 
n.; search industriously, prowl about in 
search of something; (naut.) put some 
turns of spuuyarn round (point & shank 
of a hook). [ME, f. prec.] 

mousse (mrios), n. Dish of flavoured 
cream whipped & frozen (chestnut, choco¬ 
late, etc., ~). [F, = froth ] 

mousseline (mooslen'), n. French muslin; 
'—-de-laine, dress material of wool & cot¬ 
ton; ~-de-soie (swah), thin silk fabric of 
muslin-like texture. [F, see muslin] 

moustache, *mus-, (nmstahsh'), n. Hair 
on either side (usu. in pi.) or both sides of 
a man’s upper lip; similar hair round 
mouths of some animals; ~-cicp (with 
partial cover to protect ~ when drinking). 
[F, f. It. mostaccio f. Gk mustax -akos] 

Mouster'ian (moo-), a. (archaeol.). Of 
the palaeolithic epoch represented by 
remains fotmd in the Moustier cave in 
France, [-ian] 

mouth1 (mowth), n. (pi. pr. -dhz). 1. 
External orifice in head, with cavity be¬ 
hind it containing apparatus of mastica¬ 
tion & organs of vocal utterance; (si.) 
impudent talk, cheek; (of horse, with 
reference to his readiness to feel & obey 
pressure of bit) good, bad, hard, ~; ~ 
waters at (food; referring to flow of saliva 
caused by anticipation); useless ~, one 
who does no work but must be fed; this 
sounds strange in your ~ (when said by 
you); put words into his ~, tell him what 
to say; put (speech) into person’s ~, 
represent him as having made it; take the 
words out of person’s ~, say what he was 
about to say; (of dog) give ~, bark, bay; 
down in the ~, dejected; laugh on wrong 
side of one’s ~, show chagrin; make a 
wry ~, grimace in sign of disapproval etc. 
2. Opening of bag, sack, cave, furnace, 
etc.; outfall of river. 3. ~-filling, bom¬ 
bastic, inflated; ~-organ, thin rectangular 
box containing metal reeds, each tuned 
to a note, moved before ~ to play tunes; 
~'piece, part of pipe, musical instrument, 
etc., placed between lips, (also) one who 
speaks for another or others. Hence 
(-)~ed2 (-dhd), ~'less, aa., ~'ful n. 
[OE, OS muth, mund, OHG mund, ON 
munnr, muthr, Goth munths f. Gmc 
*munthaz cogn. w. L mentum chin ] 

mouth2 (mowdh), v.t. & i. Utter (words 
or abs.) pompously or very distinctly, 
rant, declaim; take (food) in, touch with, 
the mouth; train mouth of (horse); grim¬ 
ace. [f. prec.] 

mouth'y (-dhi), a. Railing, ranting; bom¬ 
bastic. [mouth1 + -y2] 

mo'vable (moo-), a. & n. 1. That can be 
moved; (of property) that can be re¬ 
moved, personal as opp. to real; ~ feast, 
one that varies its date, (joc.) meal taken 
at no regular time. 2. n. Article of fur¬ 
niture that may be removed from the 
house, opp. to fixture-, (pi.) personal pro¬ 
perty. Hence movaBiL'iTY, ~ness, nn. 
(moo-). [ME, f. OF (as move2, see -able)] 

move1 (mobv), n. Moving of a piece in 
chess & other games; player’s turn to 
do this; change of residence, business 
premises, etc.; device, step taken to 
secure object; on the ~, moving about; 
make a ~, go, esp. rise & go from dinner- 
-table etc.; get a ~ on (si.), burry up, 
bestir oneself, [f. foil. ] 

move2 (mobv), v.t. & i. 1. Change position 
of; change position of (piece) in chess etc.; 
put, keep, in motion, shake, stir; ~ 
heaven & earth, make every effort (to do); 
change posture of (one’s body, limbs, 
etc.). 2. Cause (bowels) to act. 3. Provoke 
(laughter, anger, etc., in person, person 
to these); affect (person) with (usu. tender 
or sympathetic) emotion, whence mo- 

vinq2 a., mo'vingLY2 adv., (mob-). 
4. Prompt, incline, (person to action, to 
do); the spirit (orig. in Quaker use, 
= Holy Spirit) ~s me, I feel inclined (to 
do). 5. Make formal application to court 
etc. for); propose (question, resolution, 
that thing be done) in deliberative 
assembly. 6. Go, pass, (about, away, 
etc.) from place to place; make progress, 
as the work ~s slowly; make a move at 
chess etc. 7. Change one’s abode; ~ 
about, do this often; ~ in, take possession 
of new abode. 8. ~ on (policeman’s order 
to person who stands too long in one 
place), (trans.) cause person to ~ on by 
giving this order. 9. (Of person or part 
of body) change posture; (of inanimate 
things) suffer change of position; moving 
staircase, one made on principle of endless 
chain, with steps moving up or down 
continuously, escalator. 10. (Of bowels) 
be ~d. 11. Make request or application 
(for); take action, proceed, (in matter). 
Hence ~'less a. (rare). [ME, f. AF mover, 
OF movoir f. L movere mot-) 

move'ment (mobvm ), n. Moving; mili¬ 
tary evolution : moving parts of mechan¬ 
ism (esp. of clock or watch), particular 
group of these; mental impulse; develop¬ 
ment of poem, story, etc.; (mus.) principal 
division of a musical work (e.g. suite, 
sonata, symphony), having a distinctive 
structure of its own; series of actions & 
endeavours of a body of persons for 
special object, as the oxford ~, the Labour 
~; activity in market for some com¬ 
modity. [ME, f. OF f. med. L movi- 
mentum (as prec., see -ment)] 

mo'ver (moo-), n. In vbl senses, esp.: one 
who moves proposal; prime ~, initial 
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source (natural or mechanical) of motive 
power, (also) author of fruitful idea. 
[-ER1 ] 

mo'vies (mooviz), n. pi. (si.). Cinema 
pictures. [ = moving pictures ] 

mow1, n. Stack of hay, corn, peas, etc.; 
place in barn where hay etc. is heaped; 

burnt, spoilt by becoming overheated 
in the ~. [OE muga, — ON milgi swath, 
crowd ] 

mow2 (mo, mow), n., & v.i. See mop3. 

[ME, f. OF ramie mouth, lip, pout, or f. 
MDu. mouwe, in same sense] 

mow3 (mo), v.t. (~ed pr. mod, ~ra). Cut 
down (grass etc. or abs.) with scythe or 
machine; cut down produce of (field) 
thus; destroy sweepingly, cut off or down 
in great numbers. Hence ~'er1(1, 2) 
(mo'er) n. [OE mawan, OHG mden, f. 
Gmc *m£- as in meadow] 

mox'a, n. Down from dried leaves of a 
plant, used for burning on skin as counter- 
-irritant for gout; anything so used. [f. 
Jap. mokv.sa (moe kusa burning herb)] 

moy'a, n. Volcanic must. [S.-Amer. Sp.] 
Moza'rab, n. (hist.). Christian owning 
allegiance to Moorish king but allowed 
his own religion. Hence ~ic a. [f. Sp. 
Mozarabe i. Arab, musta'rib would-be 
Arab ('arab)] 

MprSt, n. Albanian ruler, [f. L imperator 
emperor] 

Mr (mls'ter). See mister. 

Mrs (mis'Iz), n. Title prefixed to surname 
of married woman who has no superior 
title; Mrs Grundy (see Grundyism), [abbr. 
of mistress ] 

mu, n. Greek letter M (M, y). [Gk] 
much, a. & adv. 1. Existing in great quan¬ 
tity, as ~ trouble, too ~ noise, not ~ rain, 
(abs., quasi-n.) I have stood ~, ~ of whal 
you say is true; too ~ (more than a match) 
for; thine, make, ~ of; he is not ~ of a 
(not a good) scholar; how ~ (what price) 
is it ?; haw ~ (what amount) do I owe you ? 
2. adv. In a great degree (qualifying vb 
or p.p., cf. very), as / ~ regret the mistake, 
was ~ annoyed; (qualifying compar. or 
superl. adj.) ~ better, ~ the most likely; 
pretty nearly, as ~ of a size, about the 
same size. Hence~'ly2 adv. (joe.). [ME, 
f. muchel mickle ] 

much'ness, n. Greatness in quantity or 
degree; much of a ~, very nearly the 
same or alike, [prec. + -ness] 

mu'cilage, n. Viscous substance from 
various plants; gum; viscous fluid in 
animal bodies, e.g. mucus. So muci- 
la'ginous a. [F, f. LL mucilago -ginis 
(MUCUS)] 

muck1, n. Farmyard manure; dirt; 
(colloq.) anything disgusting; (colloq.) 
untidy state; ~-rafce (for collecting ~, 
usu. fig.); ~'warm, worm that lives in 
~, (fig.) money-grubber, street arab. 
Hence~'Y2a. [MEmnfcf. ON myki dung] 

muck2, v.t. & i. Make dirty; remove 
muck from; manure with muck; (si.) 

muff 

bungle (job); (si.) go aimlessly about. 
[ME, f. prec.; cf. ON moka shovel dung] 

II muck'er, n. (si.). Heavy fall (lit. & 
fig.); come a ~, experience this; go a ~, 
plunge into extravagance (on, aver, pur¬ 
chase). [-ER1 ] 

muc'kle. See mickle. 

muc'ous, a. Of, covered with, mucus, as 
~ membrane, internal prolongation of the 
skin so covered. So mucos'lTY n. [f. L 
mucosus (as mucus, see -ous)] 

muc'rS, n. (bot., zool.; pl.~uespr. -on'ez). 
Pointed part or organ. Hence muc'ron- 
ate2(2) a. [L, = point] 

muc'us, n. Slimy substance secreted by 
mucous membrane; gummy substance 
found in all plants; slimy substance 
exuded by some animals, esp. fishes. 
[L, cogn. w. emungere blow the nose] 

mud, n. Wet soft earthy matter, mire; 
(fig.) what is worthless or polluting (his 
name is ~); fling, throw, ~, make dis¬ 
graceful imputations; here’s ~ in your 
eye!, si. drinking toast; stick in the ~; 
'—bath (in ~ of mineral springs, for 
rheumatism etc.); guard, (metal) hood 
covering wheel of cycle etc. to protect 
rider from ~; ~'lark, one who dabbles, 
works, or lives, in ~, esp. street arab; 
~ pie, ~ shaped like pie by child; ~ 
volcano (discharging ~). [ME mode, 
mudde, f. MLG mudde; cf. MHG mot bog] 

mud®', ma-, n. E.-Ind. shrub, of which 
root-bark is used in medicine & inner 
bark yields silky fibre (yercum). [Hind. 
(ma-)] 

mud'dle’, n. Disorder; make a ~ of, 
bungle; ~-headed(ness), stupid(ity). [f. 
foil. ] 

mud'dle2, v.t. & i. Bewilder, esp. with 
drink; mix (things up, together) blunder¬ 
ingly; bungle (affair); busy oneself in 
confused & ineffective way; ~ on, get 
on in haphazard way; ~ through, attain 
one’s end by tenacity not skill, [f. mud 
+ -le(3); cf. MDu. moddelen, f. modden 
dabble in mud] 

mudd'ly, a., & v.t. 1. Like, abounding in, 
covered with, mud; (of liquid) turbid; (of 
light) dull; (of voice) thick; mentally 
confused; obscure. 2. v.t. Make ~y. 
Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~iNESS n. [(vb f. adj.) 
f. mud +-Y2] 

mudir (mdbdei’'), n. Governor of Turkish 
village or of Egyptian province. [Turk, 
f. Arab., part, of culara govern] 

muezz'in (mdt>-), n. Mohammedan crier 
who proclaims hours of prayer usu. from 
minaret, [f. Arab, mu’adhdhin (adhana 
proclaim) ] 

muff1, n. Woman’s fur or other covering 
(usu. cylindrical) into which both hands 
are thrust from opposite ends to keep 
them warm; /oof-~, contrivance serving 
same purpose for feet. [f. Du. mof, MDu. 
moffel, f. F moufle, as muffle2] 

muff2, n., & v.t. 1. Person who is awkward 
or stupid, orig. in some athletic sport; 
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failure, esp. to catch ball at cricket etc. 
2. v.t. Bungle, miss (catch, ball, etc.). 
Hence ~'ISH1 a. [orig. unkn. ] 

|| muffetee', n. Worsted cuff worn on 
wrist, [app. irreg. f. muff1] 

muff'in, n. II Light flat round spongy 
cake, eaten toasted & buttered; II ~-bell 
(rung by ~-man, seller of ~s). [orig. 
unkn.; cf. OF mouflet soft (bread)] 

muffineer', n. Small castor for sprinkling 
salt or sugar on muffins, [-eer] 

muf'fle1, n. Thick part of upper lip & 
nose of ruminants & rodents, [f. F mufle, 
of unkn. orig. ] 

muf'fle2, n. X. Leather glove for lunatics 
who tear clothes etc.; mitten. 2. Recep¬ 
tacle placed within furnace, in which sub¬ 
stances may be heated without contact 
with products of combustion; chamber 
in kiln for baking pottery, [f. F moufle 
mitten f. ined. L muffula; cf. MDu. moffel 
MUFF ] 

muf'fle3, v.t. Wrap, cover up, (oneself, 
one’s throat etc., or abs.) for warmth; 
wrap up head of (person) to prevent his 
speaking; wrap up (oars, bell, drum, 
horse’s hoofs) to deaden sound; repress, 
deaden, sound of (curse etc., usu. in p.p.). 
[ME, perh. f. OF enmoufler f. moufle 
MUFFLE2] 

muff'ler, n. Wrap, scarf, worn for 
warmth; boxing-glove; thick glove; 
thing used to deaden sound, esp. felt 
pad between hammer & string of piano, 
[f. prec. -f-er1] 

muf'ti, n. 1. Mohammedan priest or ex¬ 
pounder of law. 2. II Plain clothes ivorn 
by one who has right to wear uniform, 
esp. in ~. [Arab., part, of a.fta decide 
point of law ] 

mug1, n. Drinking-vessel, usu. cylindri¬ 
cal, with or without handle; its contents; 
a cooling drink; [perh. diff. wd] (si.) face, 
mouth, [perh. of Scand. orig.; cf. Norw. 
mugga, mvgge, Sw. mugg, LG mukke] 

II mug2, n. (si.). Simpleton, muff. 
II mug3, v.i. & t. (-gg-), & n. (si.). 1. Study 
hard (at subject or abs.); (also ~ up) get 
up (subject). 2. n. One who studies hard; 
examination, [orig. unkn. ] 

mugg'er (-g-), n. Broad-nosed Indian 
crocodile, [f. Hind, magar] 

mugg'ins (-g-), n. Simpleton; children’s 
game of cards; game of dominoes, [perh. 
the surname ilf~, w. allusion to muq2] 

MuggletSn'ian (-gel-), a. & n. (Member) 
of sect founded by, & believing in personal 
inspiration of, L. Muggleton & John 
Reeve, c. 1650. [-ian] 

mugg'ly (-g-), a. (Of weather, day, etc.) 
damp & warm. Hence ~iNESs n. [f. dial. 
mug drizzle, cf. ON mugga, +-y2] 

•mug'wump, n. Great man, boss; 
one who holds aloof from party politics; 
one who sits on the fence, [f. native 
mugquomp great chief] 

Muhammadan. See mohammedan. 

mulatt'o, n. (pi. ~s), & a. 1. Offspring of 

mullet 

European & Negro. 2. adj. Of ~ colour, 
tawny, [f. Sp. mulato young mule, 
mulatto, irreg. f. mulo mule 1 ] 

mul'berry, n. 1. Kinds of tree, leaves of 
which are much used for feeding silk¬ 
worms : its fruit; ~ bush, children’s game 
with ditty Here we go round the ~ bush. 
2. (M~) code name of prefabricated har¬ 
bour used in the invasion on d-day and 
subsequently. [ME mol-, mool-, mulberry, 
by dissim. f. OE mbr, ME moor, f. L 
morum mulberry; thus MHG mulber (G 
maulbeere) f. OHG murberi] 

mulch, n., & v.t. 1. Mixture of wet 
straw, leaves, etc., spread to protect roots 
of newly planted trees etc. 2. v.t. Treat 
with ~. [prob. subst. use of ME molsh 
soft; cf. dial, melsh, melch (= OE melsc)] 

mulct, n., & v.t. 1. Fine imposed for 
offence. 2. v.t. Punish (person) by fine 
(in amount, or with amount as second 
object), deprive (person etc. of), [f. obs. 
F mul(c)le, mul(c)ter, or L mul(c)ta, 
mul(c)tare ] 

mule *, n. 1. Offspring of he-ass & mare, or 

(pop.) of she-ass & stallion (prop, hinny), 
used as beast of draught & burden & 
noted for obstinacy; stupid or obstinate 
person; hybrid plant or animal; ~ 
canary, cross between canary & other 
finch. 2. Kind of spinning-machine. 
Hence mul'iSH1 a., mul'ishlY2 adv., 
mul'ishNESS n. [ME, f. OF mul(e), f. L 
mulus, -la; OE mul f. L] 

mule2, v.i. = mewl. 

mule3, n. Heelless slipper. [F] 
muleteer', n. Mule-driver, [f. F muletier 
(mulet dim. of OF mul mule, see -eer)] 

mulieb'rity, n. Womanhood; the normal 
characteristics of a woman (opp. virility) ; 
softness, effeminacy, [f. LL muliebritas 
(mulier woman) ] 

mull1, n. Thin variety of plain muslin. 
[shortened f. mulmull f. Hind, malmal] 

II mull2, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Muddle, mess, 
esp. make a ~ of. 2. v.t. Make a ~ of 
(catch etc.); *(v.i.) ponder over. [n. perh. 
f. ME mul dust, ashes, f. MDu. mol, mul 
(MULLOCK)] 

mull3, v.t. Make (wine, beer) into a hot 
drink with sugar, spices, yolk of egg, 
etc. [orig. unkn.] 

II mull4, n. (Sc.). Promontory (M~ of Can- 
tyre). [Icelandic midi) 

II mull0, n. (Sc.). Snuffbox, [var. of mill1, 
box orig. having a grinder] 

mull'ah, mooll'ah, n. Mohammedan 
learned in theology & sacred law. [f. 
Pers., Turk., Hind.,muZZa f. Arab, maula] 

mull'ein (-lln), n. Kinds of herbaceous 
plant with woolly leaves & yellow flowers. 
[ME, f. AF moleine, f. Gaulish *melena) 

mull'er, n. Tool used for grinding pow¬ 
ders etc. on slab. [ME mol-, mulour f. mul 
grind (mull2 v.) + -er; cf. mullock] 

mull'et, n. Two genera of fishes of which 
red & grey ~ are the types. [ME, f. OF 
mulet dim. f. L mullus red ~ ] 

792 



mulligatawny 793 

mulligatawn'y, n. (Also ~ soup) E.-Ind. 
highly seasoned soup; ~ paste, curry 
paste used for this. [f. Tamil milagu- 
tannir pepper-water] 

mull'Igrubs (-z), n. pi. Depression of 
spirits; stomach-ache, [arbitrary] 

mull'ion (-yon), n. Vertical bar dividing 
lights in window. Hence ~ed2 (-yond) a. 
[prob. metathetic f. monial] 

mull'ock, n. (Austral.) rock containing 
no gold, also, refuse from which gold has 
been extracted; (dial.) rubbish, [f. dial. 
mull dust, rubbish, rel. to OE myl dust, 
MDu. mul, mol f. Gme root *mul- grind, 
+ -OCK] 

multang'ular (-ngg-), a. Many-angled. 
[f. MULTI- + ANGULAR] 

multe'ity, n. Manifoldness. [f. L multus 
many; cf. variety] 

mul'ti-, comb, form (bef. vowel occas. 
mult-) of L multus many, as: ~colour(ed), 
of many colours; ~/M (bot., zool.), cleft 
into many parts; ~fhfr'ous, (of stalk) 
bearing more than three flowers; —foil 
(archit.), ornament consisting of more 
than 5 foils; —form, having many forms, 
of many kinds, so —form'ity n.; —lat'eral, 
having many sides, (of an agreement, 
treaty, etc.) in which three or more 
parties participate; —llng'ual (-nggw-), in 
many languages; ~millionaire' (-yon-), 
person with fortune of several millions; 
~nom'ial a. & n. (alg.), (expression) of 
more than two terms; multlp'arous, 
bringing forth many young at a birth, 
(of woman) who has borne more than 
one child; —part’ite, divided into many 
parts; —ra'cial, (composed) of many races; 
—valve a,. Sen., (shell, animal with shell) of 
many valves; multlv'ocal a. & n., (word) 
susceptible of many meanings; multoc¬ 
ular, having many eyes; multung'ulate a. 
& n., (animal) with more than two func¬ 
tional hoofs. 

multifar'ious, a. Having great variety; 
(w. pi. n.) many & various. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ~ness n. [f. L MULTi(/ctm<s f. -fariam 
adv.) + -OUS] 

mul'tiple, a. & n. 1. Of many parts, 
elements, or individual components (~ 
shop, with branches in various places); 
(w. pi. n.) many & various; ~ personality. 
2. n. Quantity that contains another 
some number of times without remainder, 
as 14 is a — of 7; least common —, (abbr. 
L.C.M.) least quantity that contains two 
or more given quantities exactly; ~ shop 
or store. [F, f. LL multiplus = foil. ] 

mul'tlplex, a. Manifold, of many ele¬ 
ments. [L (multi- +-plex-plicis - fold)] 

mul'tiplicable, a. Multipliable. [f. L 
multiplicabilis (as multiply, see -able)] 

multiplicand', n. Quantity to be multi¬ 
plied, cf. multiplier, [f. L as multiply] 

multiplica'tion, n. Multiplying, esp. the 
arithmetical process (symbol of —, x , as 
in 2 x 3); ~ table, table of products of 
factors taken in pairs. So mul'tiplxca- 

mummify 

tlVE a. [ME, f. OF, or f. L multiplicatio 
(as multiply, see -ation)] 

multipli'city, n. Manifold variety; a, the, 
— (great number) of. [f. F (-iU), or LL 
multiplicitas (as multiplex, see -ty)] 

multiplier, n. In vbl senses, esp.: quan¬ 
tity by which multiplicand is multiplied; 
(econ.) factor by which an increment of 
income exceeds the resulting increment 
of saving or investment; (electr., magn.) 
instrument for multiplying intensity of 
force, current, etc., so as to make it ap¬ 
preciable. [f. foil. + -ER1] 

mul'tiplly, v.t. & i. Produce large num¬ 
ber of (instances etc.); breed (animals), 
propagate (plants); (intr.) increase in 
number by procreation; (math.) sub¬ 
stitute for (given number, the —icand) a 
number (the product) equal to a given 
number (the —ier) of times its value, as 
—y 6 by 4 & the product is 24, or 6' ~ ied by 
4 is 24. Hence ~iable a. [ME, f. OF 
multiplier f. L multiplicare (multiplex)] 

mul'ti|tude, n. Numerousness; great 
number (of); large gathering of people, 
crowd; the —tude, the common people. 
Hence ~tud'inous a., ~tud'inousLY2 

adv., ~tud'inousNESS n. [ME, f. OF, or 
L multitude -dinis (multus many, see 
-tude)] 

multitud'inlism, n. Principle that pre¬ 
fers interests of multitudes to those of 
individuals. So ~ist n. [as prec. + -ism ] 

mUl'tum in parv’o, n. Much in small 
compass; (attrib., w. hyphens) small but 
comprehensive. [L ] 

II mul'ture, n. Toll of grain or flour paid 
to miller. [ME, f. OF molture f. med. L 
molitura (molere -it- grind, see -ure)] 

mum1, int. & a. 1. Silence!, esp. —’s 
the word. 2. adj. Silent. [ME mom(me) 
n. & v., imit.; cf. MLG mummen, Du. 
mommen] 

mum2, v.i. (-mm-). Act in dumb show. 
[16th c., f. OF momer f. mormon mask] 

mum3, n. (hist.). Kind of beer orig. 
brewed in Brunswick, [f. G mumme] 

|| mum “, n. (nursery). = mummy2. 

mum'ble, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Speak indis¬ 
tinctly; utter indistinctly; bite, chew, 
(as) with toothless gums. 2. n. Indistinct 
utterance. [ME momele, as mum 1, -le(3) ; 
cf. MDu. mom-, mummelen] 

Mum'bo Jum'bS, n. (pi. ~s). Grotesque 
idol said to have been worshipped by 
some tribes; (fig.) object of senseless 
veneration: meaningless ritual, [orig. 
unkn.] 

mumm'er, n. Play-actor; actor in folk- 
-play. [ME, f. OF momeur (momer 
mum2)] 

mumm'ery, n. Performance of mum¬ 
mers ; ridiculous (esp. religious) cere¬ 
monial. [f. OF momerie (as prec., see 
-ery), whence Du. mommerij, G mum- 
m.erei] 

mumm'ilfy, v.t. Preserve (body) by em¬ 
balming & drying-; shrivel, dry up. 
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(tissues etc., esp. in p.p.). Hence ~fica- 

tton n. [f. F momifier (as foil., see -fy)] 
mumm'y *, n. 1. Body of human being or 
animal embalmed for burial; dried-up 
body. 2. Pulpy substance or mass, esp. 
beat (thing) to a ~. 3. Rich brown pig¬ 
ment. [f. F rrurmie f. med. L murrvia f. 
Arab, mumiya (mum wax)] 

|| mumm'y8, n. Mother, [nursery form of 
MAMMA1] 

mump1, v.i. Be silent & sullen; assume 
demure expression, whence ~'ing2 a. 

[17th c.; also 16th c. as n.= grimace, 
• mouth ’; imit. ] 

mump2, v.i. Beg, go about begging. 
[17th c., f. Du. mompen cheat] 

mumps, n. pi. (treated as sing.). Con¬ 
tagious disease with swelling of parotid 
& salivary glands; sulks, whence mum! 
piSH1 a. [16th c., f. mump1] 

munch, v.t. & i. Eat (food, or abs.) with 
much action of jaws, as cattle chew 
fodder. [ME, imit.; cf. crunch] 

Munchaus'en (-zn), n. Baron ~, hero of 
extravagant book of adventures written 
in English by R. E. Raspe, a German 
(1785); extravagantly mendacious story, 

mun'dane, a. Of this world; of the uni¬ 
verse. Hence —ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, 
f. OF mondain f. L mundanus f. rnundus 
world, see -an ] 

mung'o (-ngg-), n. Substance used in 
making cloth of poorer quality than 
shoddy, [poss. f. dial, mong mixture; cf. 
stingo ] 

Mun'ich (-Ik), n. An act of appeasement 
between nations, [f. the agreement to 
dismember Czechoslovakia made with 
Hitler in 1938 at~ in S. Germany] 

muni'cipal, a. Of, under, local self- 
-government or corporate government of 
city or town, whence ~ism(2), ~ist(2, 3), 

nn., ~ize(3) v.t.; carried on etc. by a 
municipality (~ debt, kitchen, trading, 
undertaking); ~ law, that of particular 
State, opp. to law of nations. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. L municipalis f. municeps 
-cipis citizen of city that had privileges of 
Roman citizens (munia civic offices + 
root of capere take), see -Al] 

municipality, n. Town, district, having 
local self-government; governing body of 
this. [f. F municipality (as prec., see 
-TY) ] 

munif'ic|ent, a. Splendidly generous, 
bountiful. Hence or cogn. ~ence n., 
~entLY2 adv. [f. L munificent-, var. stem 
of munificus (munus gift, see -fic) ] 

mun'iment, n. (usu. pi.). Document kept 
as evidence of rights or privileges; ar¬ 
chives (esp. in ~-room) [ME, f. OF, f. L 
munimentum defence (munire fortify, 
-MENT)] 

munl'tion, n., & v.t. 1. (PI. exc. in comb.) 
military weapons, ammunition, equip¬ 
ment, & stores (Ministry etc. of ~s; ~- 
- factory); (arch.) or ~s, of war; hence 
^er1 (-sho-) n. (esp. worker in—factory). 

2. v.t. Supply with ~s. [F, f. L munitio- 
nem fortification (as prec., see -ion)] 

munnion. = mullion. 

munshi. See moonshee. 

munt'jak, n. Small Asian deer. [f. native 
minchek] 

Muntz, n. (Also ~ metal), alloy (60% cop¬ 
per, 40% zinc) used for sheathing ships 
etc. [G. F. inventor] 

mur'age, n. (hist.). Tax levied for build¬ 
ing or repairing walls of town. [ME, f. 
OF, in med. L muragium (murus wall, see 
-AGE)] 

mur'al, a. & n. 1. Of, like, on, a wall, as ~ 
paintings; (Rom. ant.) ~ crown, garland 
(given to soldiers who first scaled wall of 
besieged town). 2. n. ~ painting etc. [f. 
F, or L muralis (murus wall, see -al)] 

Murator'ian, a. Of Muratori, Italian 
scholar, d. 1750; ~ fragment or canon, 
earliest Western canon of N.T. [-an] 

murd'er \ n. Unlawful killing of human 
being with malice aforethought (freq. 
wilful ~); judicial ~; (prov.) ~ will out 
(cannot be hidden); the~ is out, the secret 
is revealed or mystery explained; (as int. 
of alarm) ~ 1; cry blue make extrava¬ 
gant outcry. [OE morthor, Goth maurthr 
f. Gmc *murthram, cogn. w. L mori die] 

mutd'er2, v.t. Kill (human being) un¬ 
lawfully unth malice aforethought; kill 
wickedly or inhumanly; spoil by bad 
execution, mispronunciation, etc. Hence 
~eri, 1—'ESS*, nn. [OE myrthrian, OHG 
murdran, Goth, maurthrjan (prec.)] 

muld'erous, a. (Of person, weapon, 
action, etc.) capable of, bent on, involv¬ 
ing, murder. Hence ~ly 2 adv. [-ous] 

mure, v.t. Confine as in prison; shut up. 
[ME, f. OF murer f. LL murare, see im¬ 
mure ] 

mur'ex, n. (pi. -Ices, -exes). Shellfish 
yielding purple dye. [L ] 

mur'iate, n. (now commerc.). Chloride. 
[F, f. muriatique, as foil.] 

muriat'ic, a. (now commerc.). ~ (hydro¬ 
chloric) acid. [f. L muriaticus (muria 
brine, see -atic) ] 

murk, mirk, a. (Of night, day, place, 
etc.) dark; misty, dense. [OE mirce, OS 
mirki, ON myrkr f. Gmc *merkw-] 

murk'|y, a. Dark, gloomy; (of darkness) 
thick. Hence ~ily2 adv., ~Iness n. [f. 
murk n. darkness, rel. to prec., +-Y2] 

murm'ur1 (-er), n. Subdued continuous 
sound, as of waves, brook, etc.; subdued 
expression of discontent; softly spoken 
word or speech. Hence ~ous a., ~ously2 
adv. [ME, f. OF murmure or L murmur] 

mui-m'ur2 (-er), v.i. & t. Make low con¬ 
tinuous sound; complain in low tones, 
grumble, (at, against); utter (words) in low 
voice. [ME, f. OF murmurer f. L mur- 
mvrare (murmur) ] 

mukph'y, n. (si.). Potato. [Irish sur¬ 
name] 

mu'rrain (-rln), n. Infectious disease in 
cattle; (arch.) a~ (plague) on you! [ME, 
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f. OF marine f. Rom. *morire t. L mari 
die] 

mu'rrey, a. & n. (arch.). (Of) the colour 
of a mulberry, purple-red. [ME, f. OF 
mare f. med. L moratum (marum mul¬ 
berry) ] 

mu'rrhine (-rln, -rln), a. ~ glass, modern 
delicate ware from the East, made of 
fluor-spar. [f. L murr(h)inus (rnurra, sub¬ 
stance of which precious vases etc. were 
made, see -ine1)] 

mus'cadine, n. Musk-flavoured kinds of 
gTape. [prob. Engl. form, as muscat] 

mus'cardine, n. Disease of silkworms 
caused by vegetable parasite. [F] 

mus'cat, muscatel', -del', nn. Musca¬ 
dine ; strong sweet wine from muscadines; 
(■tel) raisin from muscadine, [(-at) F, f. Pr. 
muscat adj. f. LL muscatus (musk, -ate); 
(-tel, -del) OF dim.] 

mu'scle (-si), n., & v.i. 1. Any of the 
contractile fibrous bands or bundles that 
produce movement in animal body; not 
move a ~, be perfectly motionless; that 
part of the animal body which is com¬ 
posed of ~s, the chief constituent of 
flesh; ~-bound, with ~s stiff & inelastic 
through over-exercise or over-training; 
hence —less a. 2. v.i. *(sl.). ~ in, intrude 
by violent means (as of one racketeer 
poaching on another’s preserves), [f. F, 
or L musculus dim. of mus mouse] 

musc|ol'ogy, n. Study of mosses. So 
^ol'OGIST n. [f. L muscus moss, -logy ] 

muscova'do (-vah-), n. Unrefined sugar 
got from juice of sugar-cane by evapora¬ 
tion & draining off molasses, [f. Sp. 
mascabado (sugar) of lowest quality ] 

mus'covlte1, n. Common mica (earlier 
Muscovy glass), [as foil.] 

Mus'covlte2, n. & a. Russian; citizen of 
Moscow, [f. foil.-f-ITE1] 

Mus'covy, n. (Arch.) Russia; ~ duck, 
MUSK-duck. [f. F Muscovie f. Russ. 
Moskova Moscow] 

mus'cular, a. Of, affecting, the muscles; 
having well-developed muscles; ~ Chris¬ 
tianity, ideal of religious character exhi¬ 
bited in writings of C. Kingsley. Hence 
muscula'riTY n. [as muscle, see -ar1] 

mus'culature n. Muscular system of 
body or organ. [F, as muscle, see 
-UKE] 

muse1 (-z), n. The Muses, nine goddesses, 
daughters of Zeus & Mnemosyne, in- 
spirers of poetry, music, etc. (Calliope, 
Clio, Erato, Euterpe, Melpomene, Poly¬ 
hymnia, Terpsichore, Thalia, Urania, 
Muse of epic poetry, history, lyric poetry, 
music, tragedy, sacred song, dancing, 
comedy, astronomy); the ~, poet’s 
inspiring goddess, poet’s genius; (poet.) 
poet. [ME, f. OF, or f. L f. Gk Mousa] 

muse2 (-z), v.i., & n. 1. Ponder, reflect, 
(on, upon)-, gaze meditatively (on scene 
etc.). 2. n. (arch.). Fit of abstraction. 
[ME, f. OF muser to waste time] 

musfitte' (-z-), n. Kind of bagpipe; soft 

musician 

pastoral air imitating bagpipe’s sound; 
dance for which this served; reed stop 
on organ. [OF, dim. of muse bagpipe] 

muse'um (-z-), n. Building used for 
storing & exhibition of objects illus¬ 
trating antiquities, natural history, art, 
etc.; ~ piece, specimen of art, manufac¬ 
ture, etc., fit for a ~ (also derog. of old- 
-fashioned person, machine, etc.). [L, f. 
Gk mauseion seat of the Muses (Mousa)] 

mush1, n. Soft pulp; (N.-Amer.) kind of 
porridge. Hence ~'iNESS n., ~'y2 a. (also 
si., weakly sentimental, soppy), [app. 
var. of mash 1 ] 

mush2, v.i., & n. (U.S. & Canada). (Go on) 
journey across snow with dog-sledge, 
[prob. corrupt, f. F marchons imper. of 
marcher advance] 

mush'room, n., & v.i. 1. Edible kind of 
fungus, proverbial for rapid growth (~ 
grotvth etc., sudden development or thing 
suddenly developed); (fig.) upstart; 
(colloq.) lady’s hat with down-curved 
brim. 2. v.i. Gather ~s; spring up rapid¬ 
ly, expand like a ~ cap. [ME, f. OF 
mousseron, f. LL mussirionem ] 

mus'le (-z-), n. Art of combining sounds 
with a view to beauty of form & expres¬ 
sion of emotion; sounds so produced; 
pleasant sound, e.g. song of bird, mur¬ 
mur of brook, cry of hounds; set (poem 
etc.) to ~, provide it with ~ to which it 
may be sung; written or printed score of 
musical composition; face the~, face one’s 
critics etc., not shirk; rough ~, noisy 
uproar, esp. with vexatious intention; 

box, — musical box; —hall || (used for 
singing, dancing, & other entertain¬ 
ments) ; ~-s(oo( (with adjustable seat, 
for piano-player). [ME, f. OF musique f. 
L f. Gk mousike (tekhne art) of the Muses 
(Mousa Muse, see -ic) J 

mus'ical (-z-), a. & n. 1. Of music; (of 
sounds, voice, etc.) melodious, harmoni¬ 
ous; fond of, skilled in, music; set to, 
accompanied by, music; ~ box, mechani¬ 
cal ~ instrument played by causing 
toothed cylinder to work in comb-like 
metal plate; ~ chairs, drawing-room 
game in which n players circulate round 
n - 1 chairs till piano ceases, when the 
one who finds no seat is eliminated, and 
a chair is removed before the next round; 
~ comedy, light dramatic entertainment 
of songs, dialogue, & dancing connected 
by a slender plot; ~ film (in which music 
is an important feature); ~ glasses, kinds 
of ~ instrument in which notes are pro¬ 
duced by graduated glass bowls or tubes; 
~ ride, military equestrian dance-like 
exercise performed to ~ accompaniment. 
2. n. (colloq.). ~ film or comedy; ‘music- 
ale. Hence musical'iTY, ~ness, nn., 
~ly2 adv., (-z-). [ME, f. OF f. med. L 
musicalis (musica music, see -al)] 

‘musicale' (-zikahl), n. Musical party. 
[F, for soirde or matinde~] 

musi'eian (-zlshn), n. Person skilled in 

795 
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science or practice of music. [ME, f. OF 
musicien (music, -ician); cf. physician] 

musicol'ogly (-z-), n. All study of music 
except that directed to proficiency in 
performance or composition. Hence ~ist 

n., musicolo'giCAL a., (-z-). [f. music + 

-OLOGY] 
musk, n. Odoriferous reddish-brown sub¬ 
stance secreted in gland by male ~- 
-deer, used for perfumes & as stimulant 
etc.; kinds of plant with ~y smell; ~- 
-deer, small hornless ruminant of Central 
Asia; -—duck (also Muscovy duck), tropi¬ 
cal American variety, (also) Australian 
variety male of which has ~y smell; ~ 
melon, common melon; ~-ox, ruminant 
found in Arctic America, with strong 
~y smell; ~-rat (also musquash), large 
N.-Amer. aquatic rodent, its fur; ~-rose, 
rambling rose with large fragrant white 
flowers; ~-<ree, -wood, trees with ~y 
smell. Hence mus'kv2 a. [ME, f. OF 
muse f. LL muscus f. late Gk mosk(h)os 
f. Pers. musk ] 

mus'ket, n. Infantry soldier’s hand-gun 
(now usu. of obsolete kinds, cf. rifle); 
~-shot, shot fired from ~, range of ~. 
[f. F mousquet f. It. moschetto sparrow- 
-hawk ] 

musketeer', n. (hist.). Soldier armed with 
musket, [-eer] 

mus'ketry, n. Muskets; art of using, 
troops armed with, muskets. [f. F 
mousqueterie (as musket, see -ery)] 

Muslim. See Moslem. 

mus'lin (-z-), n. Kinds of delicately 
woven cotton fabric for ladies’ dresses, 
curtains, etc.; (si.) bit of ~, woman, 
girl; ~-de-laine, see mousseline. Hence 
~ed2 (-nd) a. [f. F mousseline f. It. 
mussolina (Mvssolo, = Mosul in Iraq 
whence ~ came, see -ine1)] 

muslinet' (-z-), n. Thick kind of muslin. 
[-ET1 ] 

mus'mon, n. = moufflon. [f. L rnus(L)mo 
f. late Gk mousmon] 

mus'quash (-osh), n. (Fur of) MUSK-rat. 
[f. Algonkin muskwessu ] 

♦muss, v.t., & n. (colloq.). 1. Disarrange, 
throw into disorder (up). 2. n. State of 
confusion, untidiness, mess. Hence~'Y2 
a. [app. var. of mess] 

miissal' (-ahl), n. (Anglo-Ind.). Torch; 
(also ~ckee) torch-bearer. [f. Arab. 
mas' al ] 

muss'el, n. Kinds (sea, freshwater, ~) 
of bivalve mollusc; ~ plum, dark purple 
plum. [OE muscle = OS, OHG muscula, 
f. Rom. *muscula bivalve, fem. corresp. 
to L musculus (as muscle) ; ME mussel f. 
MDu., MLG mussel] 

muss'uck, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Leather 
water-bag. [Hind, masak] 

Muss'ulman, n. & a. (pi. ~s). Mohamme¬ 
dan. [f. Pers. musulman (as Moslem)] 

must1, n. New wine; grape-juice before 
fermentation is complete. [OE, ME, f. L 
mustum neut. of mustus new] 

must2, n. Mustiness, mould, [back 
formation f. musty ] 

must3, a. & n. 1. (Of male elephants & 
camels) in state of frenzy. 2. n. This state, 
[f. Hind. f. Pers. mast intoxicated] 

must4, v. auxil. (3rd sing, must; past 
must, only as below; no infin. or part, or 
gerund), & n. 1. Be obliged to (do), as 
you ~ (neg. need not, see below & cf. may >) 
find it, it~ be found, (w. necessity less em¬ 
phasized) we ~ see what can be done, I ~ 
ask you to retract that, you ~ know (I now 
tell you); be certain to (do), as you ~ lose, 
whichever happens; you ~ be (surely are) 
aware of this; he ~ be (clearly is) mad; 
(as past tense, reporting reflection made 
at the time) it was too late now to retreat, 
he ~ make good his word or incur lasting 
disgrace; (past or historic present, w. 
reference to perverse destiny) just as I 
was getting better, what ~ I do but break 
my leg?, just as I was busiest, he~ come 
worrying; ~ have done, (1) surely did, as 
you ~ have known quite well what I meant, 
(2) necessarily would have done, as you 
~ have caught it if you had run; (w. 
negative belonging in sense to dependent 
vb, cf. may1) you ~ not infer (~ avoid the 
inference), you ~ never contradict. 2. n. 
A ~, a thing that cannot or should not be 
missed. [OE moste (= OHG muosa, G 
musste) f. pret. pres, mot (= Goth, gamot, 
OHG muoz, G muss), ME & arch, mote 
may, be permitted to] 

♦mustache. See moustache. 

musta'chio (-ahsho), n. (arch.; pi. ~s). 
Moustache, [(partly f. Sp. mostacho) f. It. 
as moustache] 

mus'tang, n. Wild horse of Mexico & 
California; ~ (small red Texas) grape. 
[f. Sp. mestengo (now mesteho), app. f. 
mesta company of graziers] 

mus'tard, n. Kinds of plant, esp. black 
Sc white ~, seeds of which are ground, 
made into paste, & used as condiment or 
for poultice or ~ plaster; (fig.) ‘zestful 
thing or person (si.); grain of ~ seed, 
small thing capable of vast development 
(Malt. xiii. 31); ||~ & cress (used in seed- 
deaf for salad); field ~, charlock; French 
~ (mixed with vinegar); ~ gas, kind of 
liquid poison gas, a powerful irritant & 
vesicant.; —pot (for table ~). [ME, f. OF 
mostarde, f. Rom. *mosto must 1; orig. of 
the condiment as prepared w. must] 

mus'ter1, n. Assembling of men for in¬ 
spection etc. (pass be accepted as 
adequate), assembly, collection; ~-boofc, 
(for registering military forces); -—roll, 
official list of officers & men in army or 
ship’s company (also fig.). [ME, f. OF 
mo(u)st,re f. L monstrare show] 

mus'ter2, v.t. & i. Collect (orig. soldiers) 
for inspection, to check numbers, etc.; 
collect, get together, (t. & i.); summon 
(courage, strength, etc.; often up). [ME, 
f. OF mostrer f. L as preo. ] 

mus'tly, a. Mouldy; of mouldy or stale 
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smell or taste; (fig.) stale, antiquated. 
Hence ~iness n. [16th c., of obsc. orig.; 
perh. alt. f. moisty (moist)] 

mut'able, a. Liable to change; fickle. 
Hence mutami/iTY n. [f. L mutabilis 
(mutare change, see -ble)] 

muta'tion, n. Change, alteration; (biol.) 
genetic change which when transmitted 
to offspring gives rise to heritable varia¬ 
tion; (mus.) ~ stop, organ stop in which 
notes produced are not at normal pitch 
but at that of some harmonic (other than 
mere octaves). [ME, f. OF, or f. L muta- 
tio (as prec., see -ation)] 

tniitat'ls mut&n'dls, adv. With due 
alteration of details (in comparing cases). 

[Li 
II mutch, n. (Sc.). Woman’s or child’s linen 
cap. [ME, f. MDu. mutse, = G mutze] 

mute \ a. & n. 1. Silent; not emitting arti¬ 
culate sound; (law) stand ~ of malice, 
refuse deliberately to plead; (of person or 
animal) dumb; (of hounds) not giving 
tongue; not expressed in speech, as ~ 
appeal, adoration-, temporarily bereft of 
speech; (of consonant) produced by en¬ 
tire interruption of passage of breath or 
complete closure of organs of mouth, 
stopped, (usu. applied to 6 p f d t th k g); 
(of letter) not pronounced, as the e in late 
or in French aime is ~. 2. n. ~ consonant ; 
dumb person; actor whose part is in 
dumb show; dumb servant in Oriental 
countries; hired mourner; clip for dead¬ 
ening resonance of strings of violin etc., 
pad for deadening sound of wind instru¬ 
ment. Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. [ME 
& OF muet, dim. of mu f. L mutus] 

mute2, v.t. Deaden, muffle, the sound of 
(esp. musical instrument), [f. prec.] 

mute3, v.i. & t. (Of birds) void tbe faeces, 
discharge thus. [f. OF muetir] 

mut'illate, v.t. Deprive (person etc.) of 
limb or organ; cut off, destroy the use of, 
(limb etc.); render (book etc.) imperfect 
by excision etc. So ~a'tion, ~at0R, nn. 
[f. L mutilare (mutilus maimed), see -ate 3 ] 

mutineer', n. One who mutinies, [f. F 
mutinier (mutin rebellious, ult. f. L movere 
mot- MOVE)] 

mut'inous, a. Itebellious. Hence ~ly2 
adv. [f. obs. mutine rebellion f. F mutin 
(see prec.) + -ous] 

mut'iny, n., & v.i. 1. Open revolt against 
constituted authority, esp. of soldiers 
etc. against officers; Indian M~, revolt 
of Bengal native troops, 1857-8; M~ Act 
(dealing with offences against military & 
naval discipline, now embodied in Army 
Act, 1881). 2. v.i. Revolt (against or abs.). 
[n. f. obs. mutine (vb or n.) as prec. + -Y1; 
vb f. n.] 

mut'ism, n. Muteness; silence; dumb¬ 
ness. [f. F mutisme f. L as mute1, see 
-ISM] 

mflt'o-, comb, form (irreg.) of L mulare 
change, as : ~graph, apparatus for taking 
series of photographs of moving objects. 

my 

(v.t.) portray with this; ~scope, apparatus 
for exhibiting scene recorded by ~graph, 
so ~scdp'ic a. 

mutt, n. (si.). Ignorant blunderer, dunder¬ 
head ; small dog (derog.). [perh. abbr. of 
mutton-head] 

mutt'er, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Speak low in 
barely audible manner; murmur, grumble, 
(against, at): utter (words etc.) in low 
tone; (fig.) say in secret. 2. n. ~ing, ~ed 
words. [ME, imit., w. suf. -er5] 

mutt'on, n. Flesh of sheep as food; (joc.) 
sheep (to our ~s, gallicism = let us come 
back to our subject); dead as ~, quite 
dead; eat one’s ~, dine with; ~ chop, 
piece of ~ (usu. rib & half vertebra to 
which it is attached) for frying etc., side 
whisker shaped like this; ~ dressed like 
lamb (colloq.), elderly woman got up to 
look young; ~-head (colloq.), dull, stupid 
person. Hence ~Y2 a. [ME, f. OF moton 
f. med. L multonem f. Gaul. *multo, cf. 
OIr. molt ram] 

mut'ual, a. (Of feelings, actions, etc.) felt, 
done, by each to(wards) the other, as ~ 
affection, benefit, suspicion; standing in 
(specified) ~ relation, as ~ well-wishers-, 
~ admiration society, set of persons who 
overestimate each other’s merits; ~ 
insurance company (in which some or all 
of the profits are divided among the 
policy-holders); (commerc.) ~ terms (by 
which exchange of services takes the 
place of money payments); (improp.) 
common to two or more persons, as our 
~ friend. Hence mutual'lTY n., ~r.Y2 

adv. [ME, f. OF mutuel f. L mutuus 
borrowed (cf. mutare change), see -al] 

mut'ual |ism, n. Doctrine that mutual 
dependence is necessary to well-being. So 
~IST n. [-ISM ] 

mut'ule, n. (archit.). Modillion proper to 
cornice in Doric order. [F, or L mululus] 

muzhik. Seo moujik. 

II muzz, v.t. (si.). Make muzzy, [orig. 
obsc. ] 

muz'zle1, n. Projecting part of animal’s 
head including nose & mouth; open end 
of fire-arm; contrivance of strap or wire 
put over animal’s head to prevent its 
biting, eating, etc.; ~-loader, gun that is 
loaded at the ~. [ME, f. OF musel f. med. 
L musellum dim. of musum] 

muz'zle2, v.t. Put muzzle on (animal, its 
mouth, &, fig., a person); impose silence 
upon; take in (sail), [f. prec. ] 

muzz'ly, a. Dull, spiritless; stupid from 
drinking. Hence ~1ly2 adv., ~1ness n. 
[cf. earlier mussy, mosy] 

my (mi, mi), poss. adj. of 1st pers. sing, 
(with abs. form mine); (prefixed to some 
terms of address) my boy, friend, man, son, 
daughter, (not colloq. w. other terms of 
relationship), dear, darling, love-, my 
(vulg. mine) & her (common) father, my 
(vulg. mine) & her (respective) father(s); 
(in ejaculations) my! my eye!, etc. [ME 
mi, reduced f. OE min mine3] 
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myal'gia (-ja), n. (path.). Muscular rheu¬ 
matism. [Gk mus muscle, algos pain, -ia 1 ] 

my'alism, n. Kind of sorcery practised 
esp. in W. Indies, [prob. of W.-Afr. orig. ] 

my'all, n. Austral, acacia, with scented 
wood used for pipes, [f. native maial] 

mycel'ilum, n. (hot.). Spawn of fungi. 
Hence ~al a. [f. Gk mukes mushroom + 
Latin ending] 

Mycenae'an, a. (archaeol.). Of the pre- 
heilenic or Achaean cuiture illustrated 
by remains at Mycenae in Greece, & by 
Homer, [f. L f. Gk Mukenaios 4- -an ] 

mycetom'a, n. Fungoid disease of foot or 
hand. [f. Gk mukes muket- mushroom, 
see -m] 

mycol'ogjy, n. Study of fungi. So~iSTn. 
(irreg. f. Gk as prec., see -logy] 

mycos'is, n. Presence of, disease caused 
by, parasitic fungi, [as prec., see -osis] 

myelit'ls, n. Inflammation of spinal cord. 
[f. Gk muelos marrow, see -itis] 

Myl'odon, n. Extinct genus of gigantic 
sloths with cylindrical teeth, [f. Gk mule 
mill +odous -ontos tooth ] 

myna(h). = mina2. 

mynheer', n. Dutchman, [f. Du. mijn- 
heer Mr, sir, (mijn my + heer master)] 

myo-, comb, form of Gk musmuos muscle, 
as: '-card'turn, muscular substance of 
heart, whence ~ccirdlT'IS; myol'ogy, 
science of muscles. 

my'ope, n. Short-sighted person. Hence 
or cogn. myop'iA*, my'opY\ nn.. mycpl 
1C a. [F, f. LL f. Gk muops (muo shut 
+ ops eye)] 

myos'Is, n. Contraction of pupil of eye. 
So myOT'ic a. [f. Gk muo shut, see -osis] 

my'osdte, n. Forget-me-not. [f. foil.] 
Myosot'is, n. Genus of small plants with 
blue, pink, or white flowers. [L, f. Gk 
muosotis (mus muos mouse +ous otos ear)] 

my'riad, a. & n. (poet., rhet.). Ten 
thousand; (of) indefinitely great number, 
[f. LL f. Gk murias -ados (murioi 10,000)] 

my'riapod, a. & n. (Animal) with many 
legs, of the class comprising centipedes & 
millepedes, [as prec. + Gk pous podos 
foot] 

myriora'ma (-rah-, -ra-), n. Entertain¬ 
ment consisting of series of views, [f. Gk 
murios countless + horama view (horad 
see)] 

myrm'idon (mdr-), n. (Af~) any of a 
warlike Thessalian people who followed 
Achilles; hired ruffian; base servant, as 
~ of the law, policeman, bailiif, etc. [f. L 
f. Gk Murmidones pi.] 

myrob'alan, n. Astringent plum-like 
fruit used in dyeing, tanning, etc. [f. F 
(-bol-) or Lmyrobalanum f. Gk myrobalanos 
(muvon. unguent -f- balanos acorn)] 

myrrh uiindr), n. Gum resin used in per- 
fumeryvfe medicine, & in incense. Hence 
~'ic, ~'Y2, aa. [OE myrra, f. L murra, 
myrr(h)a f. Gk murra ] 

myrrh2 (rndb), n. Sweet cicely, an aroma¬ 
tic plant, [f. L myrrhis, f. Gk] 

Myr tie (mFr-), n. Genus of plants, esp. 
common shrub with shiny evergreen 
leaves & white scented flowers, sacred to 
Venus. So myrtA'cEous (mdKa'shus) a., 
of family Myrtaceae (~ etc.). [ME, f. 
med. L myrtilla, -us, dim. f. L f. Gk murios ] 

myself', pron. Emphatic & poetical & 
reflexive form corresp. to I, as I saw it ~, 
I — (for my part) am doubtful, I have hurt 
~; I am not~ (in my normal state of body 
or mind), [f. me + self; my- partly on 
anal, of herself ] 

mys'tagogue (-0g), n. Teacher of mysti¬ 
cal doctrines, esp. (Gk ant.) to candi¬ 
dates for initiation in Eleusinian & other 
mysteries; freq. derog. So mystagol 
gic(AL) aa. [F, or f. L f. Gk mustagogos 
(musics one initiated into mysteries + 
-agogos -leadiug)] 

myster'ious, a. Full of, wrapt in, mys¬ 
tery; (of persons) delighting in mystery. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. foil. + 
-ous] 

mys'tery1, n. Hidden or inexplicable 
matter; make a ~ of, treat as a secret; 
secrecy, obscurity, as is wrapped in ~; 
(practice of) making a secret of (unim¬ 
portant) things; religious truth divinely 
revealed, esp. one beyond human reason; 
religious rite, esp. (pi.) Eucharist; (pi.) 
secret religious rites of Greeks, Romans, 
etc.; miracle-play; —ship, warship dis¬ 
guised as tramp steamer etc. to decoy 
submarines in the 1914-18 war. [ME, f. 
AF *misterie. = OF mistere or f. L f. Gk 
musterion (muo close lips or eyes)] 

II mys'tery2, n. (arch.). Handicraft, 
trade, esp. (in indentures) art & [ME, 
f. tiled. L mi(ni)sterium (minister), con¬ 
fused w. prec. ] 

mys'tic, a. & n. 1. Spiritually allegori¬ 
cal; occult, esoteric; of hidden meaning, 
mysterious; mysterious & awe-inspiring. 
2. n. One who seeks by contemplation & 
self-surrender to obtain union with or ab¬ 
sorption into the Deity, or who believes 
in spiritual apprehension of truths be¬ 
yond the understanding, whence ~ism n. 
(often derog.). Hence~ALa.,~alLY2adv., 
~rzE(3) v.t. [ME, f. OF mystique or L f. 
Gk mustikos (as mystery1, -ic) ] 

mys'tiify, v.t. Hoax, play on credulity of; 
bewilder; wrap up in mystery. So ~fica- 

tion n. [f. F mystifier (irreg. as prec., 
-FY)]_ 

mystique' (-tek), n. The atmosphere of 
mystery & veneration investing some 
creeds, doctrines, arts, professions, etc., 
or personages; any professional skill or 
technique which mystifies & impresses 
the layman. [F, as mystic] 

myth (or mi-), n. Purely fictitious narra¬ 
tive usu. involving supernatural persons 
etc. & embodying popular idea s on natural 
phenomena etc.; allegory, as Platonic ~ ; 
fictitious person or thing. So myth- 
ic(al) aa., myth'icalLY2 adv. [f.- Gk 
muthos] 
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myth'ic|ize, -|ise (-Iz), v.t. Treat (story 
etc.) as a myth, interpret mythically. So 
~ISM, ~IST, nn. [MYTHIC-f-IZE] 

mytho-, comb, form of Gk muthos myth, 
as: —grapher (-6g-), writer of myths; 
—graphy (-6gL), representation of myths 
in plastio art; —pceic (-pe'lk), —poWic, 
making, productive of, myths; —po'et, 
—po'elry, poetical writer, writing, of 
myths. 

mythol'ogly (or mi-), n. Body of myths, 
esp. relating to particular person or 
subject; study of myths. Hence or cogn. 
~ek1, ~ist, nn., mytholo'gic(AL) aa., 
mytholo'gicalLY2 adv., ~ize(2, 3) v.t. & 
i. [ME, f. OF mythologie or LL f. Gk 
muthologia (see prec., & -iogy)] 

myth'us, n. Myth, [mod. L, as myth] 
myxoedem'a (-ed-), n. A metabolic 
disease caused by sluggish working or 
atrophy of the thyroid gland, & charac¬ 
terized by thickening of the subcutaneous 
tissues & loss of physical & mental energy. 
[f. Gk muxa mucus + oedema] 

myxom'a, n. (path.; pi. —ta). Tumour 
of mucous or gelatinous tissue. Hence 
~tos'is n., virus disease in rabbits, [mod. 
L, f. Gk muxa mucus; see -Oma] 

N 
N (Sn), letter (pi. Ns, N’s). (Print.) n (also 

era) unit of measurement; (math.) in¬ 
definite number (to the nth, to any re¬ 
quired power, also fig. to any extent, to 
the utmost); N-rays, Nl-rays, forms of 
radiation. 

nab, v.t. (si.; -bb-). Apprehend, arrest; 
catch in wrong-doing. [17th c., also nap, 
as in kidnap; orig. unkn.] 

nab'ob, n. (Hist.) Mohammedan official 
or governor under Mogul empire; (arch.) 
wealthy luxurious person, esp. one re¬ 
turned from India with fortune, [f. Port, 
or Sp. nabab, nawab] 

Nab'oth’s vine'yard (-ny-), n. Possession 
that one will stick at nothing to secure, 
[see 1 Kings xxi] 

nac'arat, n. Bright orange-red colour. 
[F, f. Sp. & Port, nacarado (nacre)] 

nacelle', n. Outer casing of aeroplane’s 
engine; car of airship. [F, f. LL navicella 
dim. of L navis ship ] 

na'cre (-ker), n. (Shellfish yielding) mother 
of pearl. Hence nac'reous, nac'rous, aa. 
[F, = Sp. & Port, nacar, med. L nac- 
(ch)ara] 

nad'ir, n. Point of heavens directly under 
observer (opp. zenith) ; (transf.) lowest 
point, place or time of greatest depression 
etc. [ME, f. OF, f. Arab, nadir (es-semt) 
opposite to (zenith) ] 

nag1, n. Small riding horse or pony; 
horse (colloq.). [c. 1400, of unkn. orig.; cf. 
MDu. negghe] 

nag2, v.i. & t. (-gg-). Find fault or scold 
(intr.) persistently (at person); annoy 

naked 

thus. Hence ~g'raa1 (-g-) n. [of dial., 
prob. Scand., orig.; cf. Norw. & Sw. 
nagga gnaw, irritate ] 

naga'na (-ahna), n. (S. Africa). Disease of 
livestock transmitted by tsetse fly. [Zulu 
nakane ] 

nag'or, n. Senegal antelope, [wd made 
by Buffon] 

nai'ad (ni-), n. (pi. ~s, ~es pr. -ez). YVater- 
-nymph. [f. L f. Gk naias -ados (nad flow)] 

naif (nah-ef'), a. (rare, exc. of males). 
<= NAlVE. [F] 

nail1, n. 1. Horny covering of outer tip 
of finger & upper tip of toe (~-brush, 
-scissors, for cleaning & paring ~s; tooth 

<&- ~), whence -~ed2 (-Id) a.; claw, talon; 
hard excrescence on some soft-billed 
birds’ upper mandible. 2. Small metal 
spike usu. with point & broadened head 
driven in with hammer to hold things 
together or as peg or ornament (hit ~, or 
right ~, on head, give true explanation, 
propose or do right thing, hit the mark; 
~ in one’s coffin ; ora the—, without delay, 
esp. of payment; hard as —s, in fine 
training, (also, of character) hard-boiled; 
right as —s, quite right); —-head, archi¬ 
tectural ornament. 3. An old measure 
of length (2j in.). Hence ~'less a. [OE 
nsegel, OS, OHG nagal, ON nagl, Goth. 
*nagls f. Gmc *naglaz ] 

nail2, v.t. Fasten with nails (on, to, 
together, down, in, etc.; ~ colours to mast, 
persist in course of action; ~ (usu. lie) to 
counter, barndoor, expose as spurious, 
vile; ~ up, close, affix at height, with 
nails); fix or keep fixed (person, attention, 
etc.); secure, catch, engage, succeed in 
getting hold of, (person or thing). Hence 
~'ino2 a. [OE nseglan f. prec. ] 

nail'er, n. Nail-maker, whence nail'ERY(3) 
n. [-er 1J 

nain'sdbk, n. Fine cotton fabric, orig. 
Indian, [f. Hind, nainsukh (nain eye, 
sukh pleasure) ] 

naive (nah-ev'), naive (nav), a. Artless, 
unaffected; amusingly simple. Hence 
na'ive'LY2, naive'ly, (-vl-), adv., naivet6 
(nah-ev,ta),naiveTY(nah-ev'ti),naiv'ety, 
n. [F, fern, of naif f. L naiivus native] 

nak'ed, a. Unclothed, nude, (as — as my 
mother bore me); defenceless; unsheathed; 
plain, undisguised, (the ~ truth; ~ facts; 
in its — absurdity), exposed for examina¬ 
tion (his ~ heart)-, devoid of-, treeless, 
leafless, barren; (of rock) exposed, with¬ 
out vegetation; (of rooms) unfurnished; 
without ornament; (of candles etc.) 
exposed to air; without leaves, hairs, 
scales, shell, etc.; without addition, 
comment, support, evidence, etc. (~ 
faith, quotations, word, assertion); un¬ 
assisted (~ eye, without telescope etc.); 
~ lady, ~ boys, meadow saffron. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. (the ~ness of the land, 
person’s or institution’s or State’s lack of 
resources or openness to attack, see Gen. 
xlii. 9). [OE nacod, OHG nakot, ON 
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nQkkvithr, Goth, naqad- f. Gmc *naq-, 
cogn. w. L nudus] 

nak'er, n. (hist.). Kettledrum. [ME,f. OF 
nacre, f. Arab. & Pers. naqara(h)] 

nam'by-pam'by, a. & n. 1. Insipidly 
pretty, mildly sentimental. 2. n. Talk of 
this kind, [formed on name of Ambrose 
Philips, pastoral writer, d. 1749] 

name1, n. 1. Word by which individual 
person, animal, place, or thing, is spoken 
of or to (mention person by ~; Tom by ~, 
by ~ Tom, called; know by~, individually, 
also by hearsay only; of or by the ~ of, 
called; put one’s ~ down for, apply as 
candidate etc., promise to subscribe; 
keep one’s ~ on, take one’s ~ off, the books, 
remain, cease to be, member of college, 
club, etc.). 2. Word denoting any object 
of thought, esp. one applicable to many 
individuals (call person ~s, describe him 
by uncomplimentary ~s; give it a ~, 
colloq., mention the drink, present, etc., 
that you wish); proper 3. Person as 
known, famed, or spoken of (adore the ~ 
of Ood; Nelson himself & many great ~s 
were there). 4. All who go under one ~, 
family, clan, people. 5. Reputation (has 
an ill, a good, ~; has a ~ for honesty, the 
~ of being honest; win oneself a ~; be¬ 
queath a great ~ ; persons o/~; one’s good 
~). 6. Merely nominal existence, prac¬ 
tically non-existent thing, (opp. fact, 
reality, deed', virtuous in ~; honour had 
become a ~). 7. In person’s ~, in the ~ 
of, invoking, relying upon, calling to 
witness, (in God’s ~; in the ~ of goodness, 
fortune, common sense), acting as deputy 
for or in the interest of (in one’s own ~, 
independently, without authority); -— 
-child, one named after another (my etc. 
'—child); —day, day of saint after whom 
person is named (esp. of continental 
sovereigns): ~-part, that after which play 
is named, title-role; ~'sake (-ms-), person 
or thing with same ~ as another (his etc. 
~sake) [prob. f. phr. for then’s sake]. [OE 
nama, OS, OHG namo, ON nafn, Goth. 
namo f. Gmc *namon, cogn. w. L nomen] 

name2, v.t. Give name to (after, from), 
call SO-&-SO; call (person, thing) by right 
name; nominate, appoint (to office etc.); 
mention, specify, (not to be ~d on or in 
same day with, quite inferior to; ~ your 
price); || (of Speaker) mention (M.P.) as 
disobedient to Chair (~!, vb or n., appeal 
to do this, or to give name of some 
person alluded to in speech); cite as in¬ 
stance ; specify as something desired (~ 
the day, of woman fixing date for wed¬ 
ding). Hence nam'ABLE a. [OE (ge)na- 
mian as prec. ] 

name'less (-ml-), a. Obscure, inglorious; 
not mentioned by name, left unnamed on 
purpose (esp. who shall be —); anony¬ 
mous, unknown; having no name, bear¬ 
ing no name-inscription; inexpressible, 
indefinable; too bad to be named, abomi¬ 
nable, loathsome, (esp. ~ vices), [-less] 

name'ly (-ml-), adv. That is to say, viz. 
[NAME1, -LY2] 

II nammet. Var. of nummet. 
nan'ey, n. & a. (si.). Effeminate (man or 
boy); homosexual, [pet-form of female 
name Ann] 

nankeen', n. Kind of cotton cloth orig. 
made of naturally yellow cotton; (pi.) 
trousers of this; yellow or pale buff 
colour, [f. Nankin(g) in China] 

nann'y, n. ~ (-goat), she-goat (cf. billy); 

child’s nurse, [f. the female name] 
nap1, v.i. (-pp-), & n. 1. Sleep lightly or 

briefly (catch ~ping, find asleep, take 
unawares, detect in negligence or error). 
2. n. Short sleep, doze, esp. by day (often 
take a ~). [OE knappian, app. rel. to 
OHG (h)naffezan (G nafzen) to slumber] 

nap2, n., & v.t. (-pp-). 1. Surface given to 
cloth by raising & then cutting & smooth¬ 
ing the short fibres, pile, whence ~'less 
a.; soft or downy surface. 2. v.t. Raise ~ 
on (cloth). [ME noppe f. MDu. or MLG 
noppe(n)] 

nap3, n., & v.t. 1. A card-game (~ hand, 
fig., position that justifies confident 
expectation of winning if one takes a risk; 
go ~, risk attempting highest form of win 
in~, also fig.); (betting) the putting of all 
one’s money on one chance, a tipster’s 
choice for this. 2. v.t. Name (horse) as 
probable winner, [abbr. of Napoleon] 

nap'alm ( ahm), n. Product of naphtha¬ 
lene & coconut oil (~ bomb, one containing 
jellied petrol), [f. na(phthalene), palm1] 

nape, n. Back of or usu. of neck. [ME, of 
unkn. orig. ] 

nap'ery, n. (Sc. & arch.). Household, 
esp. table, linen. [ME, f. OF naperie 1. 
nape (as napkin), see -ery] 

naph'tha, n. Kinds of inflammable oil got 
by dry distillation of organic substances, 
as coal, shale, or petroleum. [L, f. Gk, 
= inflammable volatile liquid issuing 
from earth ] 

naph'thal|ene, -ine, n. White crystalline 
substance got in distilling coal-tar & used 
in manufacture of dyes etc. Hence 
~ize(5) v.t. [prec. + -l- + -ENE, -INE5] 

nap'kln, n. (Also table-~) square piece of 
linen for wiping lips or fingers with at 
meals, or serving fish etc. on; small towel 
esp. for nursery purposes, baby’s diaper; 
lay up etc. in a ~, make no use of (Luke 
xix. 20); ~-ring, to distinguish person’s 
table-~. [ME, f. OF nappe f. L mappa 
(MAP1), +-KIN] 

Nap'les yell'ow ( lz; -6), n. Bright yellow 
pigment used by artists, [f.Naples in Italy] 

napol'eon, n. French gold twenty-franc 
piece of Napoleon I (double ~, forty- 
-franc piece); kind of top-boot; the game 
nap3, [f. name of French emperor] 

Nap51eon'|ic, a. Of, like, etc., Napoleon I 

or the Napoleon family. Hence or cogn. 
~ically2 adv., Napol'eoniSM(3), NapSl- 
eoniST(2), nn., Nap51'eoniZE(4) v.t. & i. 
[as prec., -1C] 
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II napoo' (nah-), int. (obs. army bL). 
Vanished!, lost!, done!, finished!, no go! 
[f. F dial, n’a pu (= it n’y en a plus) there 
isn’t any more] 

napp'y1, a. (arch.). (Of ale etc.) foaming, 
heady, strong, [app. f. nap2, -y2] 

II napp'y2, n. (colloq.). Baby’s napkin, 
[abbr.; see -Y3] 

napu (nah'poo), n. Musk-deer of Java & 
Sumatra. [Malay] 

ndr'ceine, n. Alkaloid got from opium 
occas. used instead of morphine. [F, f. 
Gk narke numbness-1--ink s] 

narciss'lism, n. (psycho-anal.). Tendency 
to self-worship, absorption in one’s own 
personal perfections. Hence ~is'ti0 a. 
[GkNarkissos youth who fell in love with 
bis reflection in water, -ism] 

narciss'lus, n. (pi. ■~uses, ~i). Kinds of 
bulbous plant, esp. one bearing heavily 
scented single white flower with un¬ 
divided corona edged with crimson & 
yellow. [L, f. Gk narkissos] 

narc'olepsy, n. Disease with fits of 
somnolence, [f. Gk narke numbness + 
(epi)lepsy ] 

nfitcos'is, n. Operation or effects of nar¬ 
cotics ; state of insensibility, [f. Gk nar- 
k.osis (narkoo benumb): see -osis] 

ndrcot'jic, a. & n. (Substance) inducing 
drowsiness, sleep, stupor, or insensibility; 
(fig.) soporific (a. & n.); of narcosis. 
Hence ~ically adv., ndi-c'otizE(3, 5) v.t., 
nSrcotizA'TioN, narc'otiSM(5), n^tc'ot- 
ist(2), nn. [ME, f. OF narcotique or med. 
L f. Gk narkotikos (prec., -ic) ] 

n£td, n. (Plant yielding) aromatic balsam 
of ancients. [ME, f. L f. Gk nardos f. 
Oriental wd] 

narg'hile (-gil6), n. Oriental tobacco- 
-pipe with smoke passed through water, 
hookah, [f. Pers. nargileh (nargil coco¬ 
nut)] 

ndrk, n. (si.). Police decoy or spy. 
[Romany nak nose] 

narr|ate', v.t. Relate, recount, give con¬ 
tinuous account of, (abs.) utter or -write 
narrative. Hence or cogn. ~a'tion, 

~at'oE, ~at'rESS1, nn. [f. L narrare, see 
-ate 3] 

na'rrative, n. & a. 1. Tale, story, recital 
of facts, esp., in fiction, story told in first 
person; kind of composition or talk that 
confines itself to these. 2. adj. In the 
form of, concerned with, narration, 
whence ~ly2 adv. [f. F narratif (-ive) f. 
LL narrativus (prec., -ive)] 

na'rrow (-6), a. (~er, ~es<) & n., & v.i. 
& t. 1. Of small width in proportion to 
length, wanting in breadth, constricted, 
(the ~ way, righteousness, see Matt. vii. 
14; ~ vowels, made with tongue & uvula 
tense); of small size, confined or confin¬ 
ing, (the ~ bed, cell, house, grave; within 
~ bounds etc.); of limited scope, restricted, 
(in the ~esf sense', ~ circumstances, 
poverty); with little margin (a ~ major¬ 
ity, escape); lacking in breadth of view or 

natatorial 

sympathy, illiberal, prejudiced, exclusive, 
self-centred, whence —mind'ED2 a., 
~-mind'edLY2 adv., —mind'edNESS n.; 
searching, precise, exact, (after a ~ 
examination); ~ cloth, under 52 in., of 
single width usu. about a yard; ~ goods, 
ribbons, braid, etc.; ~ gauge on railway, 
any of less than 4 ft 8i in. (formerly, the 
gauge of 4ft 81 in.); ||~ seas, English & 
Irish channels; hence ^sh1 (-6I-) a., 

1—'LY2 (-61-) adv., '—'Ness (-on-) n. 2. n. 
(usu. pi.). ~ part of a sound, strait, river, 
pass, or street. 3. vb. Make or become 
~er, diminish, lessen, contract. [OE 
nearu, OS naru; cf. MDu. nare dismal; 
ult. orig. unkn. ] 

ndr'thex, n. Railed-off western portico or 
ante-nave in early Christian churches for 
women, penitents, & catechumens. [Gk 
(-ex), orig. name of a plant = ferula] 

ndb'whal (-wal), n. Arctic delphinoid ceta¬ 
cean with straight horn(s) developed from 
one or both of its two teeth, [f. Da. or 
Sw. narhval (hval WHALE); ON ndhvalr 
(perh. f. ndr corpse) ] 

nas'al (-z-), a. & n. 1. Of thenose(~ organ, 
joc., nose). 2. (Of letters or sounds) re¬ 
quiring the nose passage to be open (n., 
such a letter etc., e.g. m, n, ng), of voice 
or speech) having the twang described 
as speaking through the nose, whence 
~ize(2, 3) v.i. & t., ~Iza'tion n., (-Z-). 

Hence nasal'iTY n., ~ly2 adv., (-z-). [f. 
med. L *nasalis (L nasus nose, -al)] 

nas'cent, a. In the act of being born, 
just beginning to be, not yet mature. 
So nas'cENCY n. [f. L nasci be born, -ent ] 

nase'berry (-zb-), n. Tree yielding 
Sapodilla plum. [f. Sp., Port., nespera 
medlar] 

nas'o- (-z-), comb, form of L nasus nose, 
as ~fron'tal of nose & forehead, 

nastur'tium (-shm), n. (Bot.) kinds of 
pungent-tasting cruciferous plants in¬ 
cluding watercress; (improp.) trailing 
garden plant with bright yellow or red 
flowers. [L ] 

nas'tly (nah-), a. Disgustingly dirty, 
filthy; obscene, delighting in obscenity; 
disagreeable to smell or taste, unpalat¬ 
able lit. & fig., annoying, objectionable 
(also colloq. of a person, as a ~y bit or 
piece of work); (of weather etc.) foul, wet, 
stormy; hard to deal with or get rid of, 
serious, (a ~y sea, fence, blow, illness; a 
~y one, rebuff, snub, disabling blow, etc.); 
ill-natured, spiteful to. Hence~iLY2 adv., 

>—'Iness n. [ME, of unkn. orig.; cf. Du. 
riestig dirty] 

nat'al, a. Of, from, one’s birth. [ME, f. 
L natalis (NATION, -AL)] 

natal'lty, n. Birth-rate. [F (-te), as prec., 
-TY_] 

nata'tion, n. Swimming, [f. L natatio 
(natare swim, -ation)] 

natatdr'ial, nat'atory, aa. Swimming, of 
swimming. [LL natatorius (prec.), -ory, 

-al] 
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nat'es (-z), n. pi. (anat.). Buttocks; ante¬ 
rior pair of optic lobes in brain. [L] 

nath(e)'less (-thl-), adv. (arch.). Never¬ 
theless. [f. OE na (ne not, a ever) + the 
(2) -I-LESS] 

na'tion, n. Congeries of people, either of 
diverse races or of common descent, 
language, history, etc., inhabiting a 
territory bounded by defined limits (most 
favoured ~, to which State accords lowest 
scale of import duties); II (in medieval & 
some Scots uniw.) body of students from 
particular country or district; law of 
~s; league2 of N'-'S; united —s. Hence 
~hood n. [ME, f. OF f. L nationem nom. 
-o (nasci nat- be born, -ion)] 

na'tional (-sho-), a. & n. 1. Of a or the 
nation, common to the whole nation; 
peculiar to or characteristic of a particular 
nation; ~ anthem, ‘ God save the Queen ’ 
& corresponding hymns of other peoples; 
~ debt; ||1V~ Gallery, ||2V~ Portrait 
Gallery, buildings in London in which 
pictures, portraits, owned by the nation 
are permanently exhibited; N~ Govern¬ 
ment, coalition of parties; N~ insur¬ 

ance ; ~ newspapers (circulating through¬ 
out the country); N~ Socialist, Nazi ; 

||1V~ Society, founded 1811 to promote 
education of the poor; || Grand N~ 
{Steeplechase), chief steeplechase of year, 
at Aintree in March. 2. n. pi. One’s fellow 
countrymen (consul’s pmvcrs over his own 
~s); citizens of a specified country. Hence 
<—'LY2 adv. [F (prec., -al)] 

na'tionallism (-sho-), n. Patriotic feeling, 
principles, or efforts; policy of national 
independence. So ~ist(2) n. [-ism] 

national'itiy (-sho-), n. Being national, 
national quality; patriotic sentiment; 
one’s nation {what is his ~3/?); a nation 
(men of all ~ies); existence as a nation; 
race forming part of one or more political 
nations, [-ity ] 

na'tionaliz|e (-sho-), -is|e ( iz), v.t. Make 
national; make into a nation; naturalize 
(foreigner); convert (land, railways, coal- 
-mines, etc.) into national property or 
undertakings. Hence~a'tion n. [-ize] 

nat'ive *, n. 1. One born, or whose parents 
are domiciled, in a place (of); local 
inhabitant; (Austral.) white born in 
Australia. 2. Member of non-European 
or uncivilized people. 3. Indigenous 
animal or plant; oyster reared wholly or 
partly in British waters, esp. in artificial 
beds. [ME, f. med.L nativus n. (L nativus 
a., see foil.)] 

nat'ive2, a. 1. Belonging to a person or 
thing by nature, innate, inherent, natural 
to, whence ~ly2 adv. 2. Unadorned, 
simple, artless. 3. Of one’s birth, where 
one was born; belonging to one by right 
of birth. 4. (Of metals etc.) found in 
pure or uncombined state (~ rock, in its 
original place). 5. Born in a place (esp. 
of non-Europeans), indigenous, not 
exotic; of the natives of a place. [ME, 

natural 

f. OF natif (-ive) or L nativus (nation, 

-IVE)] 
nat'iv|Ism, n. (philos.). Doctrine of in¬ 
nate ideas. So ~ist(2) n. [-ism] 

nativ'ity, n. Birth of Christ, the Virgin, 
or St John Baptist; picture of the N~ of 
Christ; festival of Christ’s N~, Christ¬ 
mas, or of birth of Virgin (8 Sept.) or St 
John (24 June); birth; (astrol.) horoscope. 
[ME, f. OF nativite f. LL nativitatem 
(NATIVE, -ty)] 

nat'ron, n. Native SESQUicarbonate of 
soda. [F, f. Sp., f. Arab, natrun f. Gk 
nitron nitre] 

natt'er, v.i. (colloq.). Chatter idly; 
grumble, talk fretfully. Hence ~ed 
(-erd), ~y, aa., peevish, [var. of dial. 
gnatter be peevish ] 

II natt'erjack, n. British species of toad 
with yellow stripe down back. [perh. f. 
prec., from its loud croak] 

natt'ier blue (-do), n. Soft shade of blue, 
much used by the French painter J. M. 
Nattier (d. 1766). 

natt'ly, a. Spruce, trim, daintily tidy; 
deft-handed; showing deftness. Hence 
~iLY2adv.,~iNESS n. [of unkn. (si.) orig.] 

natural (-cher-), a. & n. 1. Based on 
the innate moral sense, instinctive, (~ 
law, justice). 2. Constituted by nature 
(~ day, year). 3. (mus.). ~ note or key, 
not sharp or flat, so B ~, F ~, etc.; ~ 
scale, having no sharps or flats, i.e. C 
major. 4. (sci.). ~ classification, (now 
obs.) orders with abbr. N.O., etc., esp. in 
bot. of Jussieu’s arrangement of species 
according to likeness as opp. Linnaeus’s 
sexual system. 5. Normal, conformable 
to the ordinary course of nature, not ex¬ 
ceptional or miraculous or irregular, (~ 
magic ; ~ death, by age or disease, not 
accident, poison, or violence). 6. Not 
enlightened or communicated by revela¬ 
tion {the ~ man\ ~ religion, theology). 
7. Physically existing, not spiritual or 
intellectual or fictitious, concerned with 
physical things, {the. ~ world; one’s ~ life, 
duration of one’s life on earth; ~ law). 
8. Existing in or by nature, not artificial, 
innate, inherent, self-sown, uncultivated. 
9. Lifelike; unaffected, easy-mannered, 
not disfigured or disguised. 10. Not sur¬ 
prising, to be expected. 11. Consonant 
or easy to {comes him). 12. Destined to 
be such by nature (~ enemies, antithesis). 
13. So related by nature only, illegitimate, 
(~ son, child, brother, etc.). 14. Dealing 
with nature as a study (~ history, study 
of animal or vegetable life, esp. as set 
forth for popular use, also aggregate of 
facts about the ~ objects or the charac¬ 
teristics of a place or class; ~ historian, 
writer on ~ history; ~ philosophy, 
physics; ~ philosopher, physicist; ~ 
science). 15. having the charac¬ 
ter or position by birth. Hence —-ness n. 
16. n. Person half-witted from birth; 
person who is naturally expert in some 
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respect; thing that is by nature success¬ 
ful, a certainty. 17. (mus.). ~ note, white 
key in piano. 18. Hand making 21 as 
first dealt in vingt-et-un. [adj. (ME) f. 
OF -al or L naturalis (nature, -al); n. 
(16th c.) f. adj. & F naturel] 

na'turalism (-cher-), n. Action based on 
natural instincts; moral or religious 
system on purely natural basis; (philos.) 
view of the world that excludes the super¬ 
natural or spiritual; realistic method, 
adherence to nature, in literature & art; 
indifference to conventions. [prec. 
-f- -ism, partly thr. F naturalisms ] 

na'turalist (-cher-), n. & a. 1. One who 
believes in or practises naturalism; stu¬ 
dent of animals or plants; || (shop) dealer 
in cage animals, dogs, etc.; || (shop) taxi¬ 
dermist. 2. adj. = foil. [f. F -isle (as 
prec., -1ST)] 

naturalis'tjic (-cher-), a. Of, according to, 
naturalism; of natural history. Hence 
~ically adv. [-ic] 

na'turalizle (-cher-), -is|e (-Iz), v.t. & i. 
Admit (alien) to citizenship; adopt 
(foreign word, custom, etc.); introduce 
(animal, plant) into another country; 
become ~ed; free from conventions, 
make natural; free from the miraculous, 
place on naturalistic basis; pursue natural 
history. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. F natur- 
aliser (natural, -ize)] 

na'turally (-cher-), adv. In adj. senses; 
esp. as might be expected, of course. 
[-LY2] 

na'ture, n. 1. Thing’s essential qualities, 
(in or by or from, the ~ of the case or of 
things, inevitably considering these 
qualities); person’s or animal’s innate 
character (whence -na'turED2 (-cherd) a.; 
by innately; good, ill, second, ~); 
general characteristics & feelings of man¬ 
kind (often human~ ; touch2 o/~) ; speci¬ 
fied element of human character (the 
rational, animal, moral, ~); person of 
specified character (sanguine ~s do not 
feel this-, there are ~s who can never—). 
2. Kind, sort, class, (things of this isi n 
or of the ~ of a command). 3. Inherent 
impulses determining character or action 
(against ~, unnatural, immoral). 4. Vital 
force or functions or need3 (~ is exhausted; 
such a diet will not support ~; ease ~, 
evacuate bowels or bladder). 5. Resin or 
sap in wood (esp. full of~, still resinous). 
6. Physical power causing phenomena 
of material world, these phenomena as 
a whole, (A7~, these personified; N~’s 
engineering-, all ~ looks gay, iV~ is the 
best physician-, law1 o/~ ; in the course of 
~, in the ordinary course; debt of ~, 
death; in actually existing, also 
anywhere, at all; against or contrary to 
miraculous, miraculously). 7. Natural¬ 
ness or fidelity in art. 8. State of ~, 
unregenerate condition (opp. state of 
GRACE1), condition of man before society 
is organized, uncultivated or undomesti¬ 

navicert 

cated state of plants or animals, bodily 
nakedness. 9. printing, method of pro¬ 
ducing print of leaves etc. by pressing 
them on prepared plate; ~ study (as 
school subject), practical study of plant 
& animal life, physical phenomena, etc. 
[ME, f. OF, f. L natura (nasci nat- be born, 
-URE)] 

naught (nawt), n. & pred. a. (arch.). 
1. Nothing, nought, (set at ~, or nought) ; 
(arith.) cipher, nought. 2. adj. Worthless, 
useless. [OE ndwiht, -wuht (nd see nath- 
i.ess, wight)] 

naught'ly (nawt-), a. (used of, to, or by 

children, or in imit. of childish speech). 
Wayward, disobedient, badly behaved; 
wicked, blameworthy, indecent. Hence 
~ily2 adv., ~!ness n. [prec., -Y2] 

naus'ea, n. Feeling of sickness; sea-sick¬ 
ness; loathing. [L, f. Gk nausia (naus 
ship)] 

naus'eat|e, v.t. & i. Reject (food, or fig.) 
with loathing; affect with nausea, whence 
~ing2 a.; feel sick (at), loathe food, 
occupation, etc. [f. L nauseare (prec.), 
-ate3] 

naus'eous, a. Causing nausea; offensive 
to taste or smell, nasty; disgusting, 
loathsome. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[f. nausea + -ous or f. L nauseosus] 

nautch, n. E.-Indian exhibition of pro¬ 
fessional dancing-girls (—girl, one of 
these), [f. Hind, nach] 

naut'ical, a. Of sailors or navigation, 
naval, maritime; ~ almanac, year-book 
containing astronomical & tidal informa¬ 
tion for navigators etc. Hence ~1Y2 adv. 
[f. F nautique or L f. Gk nautikos (nautes 
sailor f. naus ship), see -icai] 

naut'ilus, n. (pi. -luses, -li). Paper ~, 
small cephalopod of which the female has 
very thin shell & webbed sail-like arms; 
pearly ~, cephalopod with chambered 
shell having nacreous septa, [f. L f. Gk 
nautilos sailor (prec.)] 

nav'al, a. Of, in, for, etc., ships or (usu.) 
the or a navy (~ stores, all materials used 
in shipping; ~ officer, in navy); fought, 
won, etc., by or consisting of or based on 
ships of war. Hence ~iy2 adv. [ME, f. L 
navalis (navis ship, -al)] 

nave1, n. Central block of wheel holding 
axle & spokes, hub. [OE nafu, OS, OHG 
naba, ON ngf, f. Gmc *nabho, see navel] 

nave2, n. Body of church from West door 
to chancel, usu. separated by pillars from 
aisles, [f. L navis (in med. L); cf. It. nave] 

r.av'el, n. Depression in front of belly left 
by abruption of umbilical cord; central 
point of anything; ~ orange, large orange 
with ~-like formation at top; ~-string, 
structure connecting foetus & placenta, 
umbilical cord; ~wort, pennywort. [OE 
nafela, OHG nabalo, ON nafli, f. Gmc 
*nabhalan- f. *nabh- nave1; cogn. w. L 
UMBILICUS] 

nav'ichrt, n. Certificate that ship’s cargo 
docs not contravene war contraband 
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regulations; commercial passport for a 
particular consignment, [f. L navis ship 
+ CERT(IFICATE) ] 

navic'ular, a. & n. Boat-shaped (of 
shrines, & of parts of plants or body; esp. 
~ bone in hand or usu. foot; ~ disea.se, or 
~ as noun, disease in horse’s ~ bone), (f. 
F -aire or LL navicularis (L navicula 
dim. of navis ship, -ar1)] 

nav'igalble, a. (Of river, sea, etc.) afford¬ 
ing passage for ships; seaworthy (in ~ble 
condition); (of balloon) steerable, diri¬ 
gible. Hence ~bil'ity n. (f. F, or L 
navigabilis (foil., -able)] 

nav'igate, v.i. & t. Voyage, sail ship ; sail 
over or up or down (sea, river); manage, 
direct course of, (ship or aircraft), [f. L 
navigare (navis ship, agere drive), -ate3] 

navigation, n. Navigating (inland ~, 
communication by canals & rivers; aerial 
~, of airship or aeroplane); methods 
of determining ship’s or aircraft’s posi¬ 
tion & course by geometry & nautical 
astronomy, seamanship; voyage; ~-coal, 
steam-coal. [f. F, or L navigatio (prec., 
-ation)] 

nav'igator, n. One charged with or 
skilled in navigation; sea explorer; 
II (now rare) navvy. [L (navigate, -or)] 

navv'y, n. II Labourer employed in ex¬ 
cavating etc. for canals, railways, roads, 
etc.; (also steam-~) mechanical excavator, 
[c. 1830, abbr. of prec.] 

nav'y, n. Fleet (poet.); whole of State’s 
ships of war with their crews & all the 
organization for their maintenance; offi¬ 
cers & men of ~; || ~ bill, issued by Ad¬ 
miralty in lieu of cash payment; ~ blue 
n., ~-6Zue a., (of) the dark blue used in 
naval uniform; || ~ cut, cake tobacco 
finely sliced; ~ league, association 
founded to rouse national interest in ~; 
~ list, official book with all naval officers’ 
names & other information. [ME, f. OF 
navie ship, fleet f. L navia ship, pop. var. 
of cl. L navis ] 

nawab' (-wawb), n. Title of governor or 
nobleman in India; (rare) rich retired 
Anglo-Indian, nabob, [f. Hind, nawwab, 
pi. f. Arab, na’ib deputy: cf. nabob] 

nay, particle equivalent to negative 
sentence, & n. 1. = no1 (arch.); why, 
well, (vaguely introducing comment on 
another’s statement etc.; arch.); or 
rather, & even, & more than that, 
(weighty, ~ unanswerable). 2. n. The 
word ~ (will not take ~, disregards re¬ 
fusals; yea ~, shilly-shally; say ~, 
utter denial or usu. refusal, = refuse or 
contradict, as cannot say him ~). [ME, f. 
ON nei (ne not, ei aye)] 

Nazarene', n. & a. Native of Nazareth ; 
(in Jewish, Moham., use) Christian; mem¬ 
ber of early Jewish-Christian sect (adj., 
of this sect). [ME, f. LL f. G&Nazarenos 
(Nazaret Nazareth)] 

Naz'arite', n. Native of Nazareth. [f.LL 
Nazaraeus f. Gk Nazoraios + -ite 1(I)] 

Naz arite2, -zir-, n. Hebrew who had 
taken certain vows of abstinence (Numb. 
vi). [f. LL Nazaraeus f. Heb. nazir (nazar 
separate oneself) +-ite 2(2)] 

naze, n. Promontory, headland, ness. 
[= NESS] 

Nazi (naht'sl, nah'zi), n. & a. (Member) 
of the German National Socialist party; 
(loosely) German. Hence ~doji, Na'z(i)- 
ism, nn., ~fy v.t. [repr. pronunc. of Nati- 
in G Nationalsozialist] 

Nean'dertal (-tahl), a. Of or belonging to 
the primeval type of man widely dis¬ 
tributed in palaeolithic Europe, [f. the 
~ valley in the Rhine province where 
parts of a skeleton were found in 1857] 

neap, a. & n., & v.t. & i. 1. ~-<ide' or ~, 
tide soon after moon’s first & third 
quarters in which high-water level is at 
lowest, cf. SPRiNG2(i<fe. 2. vb. (Of tides) 
tend towards ~; (of tide) reach highest 
point of ~-tide; (pass., of ship) be pre¬ 
vented from getting off by ~ing of tides. 
[OE nepflod, of unkn. orig. ] 

Neapolitan, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of 
Naples (~ ice, ice-cream made in strata of 
different colours & flavours, sweetmeat 
of similar appearance; ~ violet, double 
sweet-scented kind of viola), [f. L Neapo- 
litanus (Neapolites f. L f. Gk Neapolis f. 
neos new, polls city, -an)] 

near1, adv. & prep. (~er, ~est, also as 
adw. & prepp.). 1. To, at, a short 
distance, in(to) proximity in space or 
time, (far & ~, everywhere; ~ at hand, 
within easy reach, not far in the future; 
~ by, not far off; ~ upon, not far in time 
from); almost, nearly, not nearly or any¬ 
thing like, (now usu. nearly; was ~ dead 
with fright; lasted ~ a century; so ~ upon; 
not ~ so numerous); closely (as ~ as one 
can guess; the ~er it resembles him the 
less I like it); parsimoniously (lives very 
~); go ~ to do, come or go ~ doing, nearly 
do etc. 2. prep. ~ in space, time, condi¬ 
tion, or resemblance, to (comes no ~er 
the end; lies ~ his heart, affects him 
deeply; the time draws ~ Christmas; sun 
is ~ setting; hope came ~ fulfilment; who 
comes ~est him in mil?); (in comb.) 
resembling, intended as a substitute for, 
as ~-6eer. [ME, f. ON neer orig. comp, of 
nd- = OE neah nigh] 

near2, a. (often governing n. in pred. use; 
so also in comp. & superl.). Closely re¬ 
lated (— relation; is ~ akin to; is ~ me 
in blood; ~ & dear), intimate (a ~ friend); 
(of parts of animals or vehicles, or horses 
etc. in team) left (opp. off; the ~ fore leg, 
wheel; the ~ wheeler); close at hand, close 
to, in place or time (also, esp. U.S., ~by; 
the ~es( man; on a ~ day; the man ~ 
or ~est you; is ~er to, or ~er, us; ~ work, 
that must be done with the eye close to 
it; the ~ distance, part of scene between 
background & foreground; the ~ prospect 
of reward); (of road or way) direct; close, 
narrow, (a ~ guess, resemblance, transla- 
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lion, race, escape); niggardly; ~ miss, not 
a hit, but ~ enough to damage target, 
esp. in bombing; —sighted, short-sighted. 
Hence ~'ish1(2) a., ~'ness n. [ME, f. 
prec. ] 

near3, v.i. & t. Draw near (to), approach. 
[f. NEAR1'2] 

NeSrc'tic, a. (zool.). Of arctic & temperate 
parts of N. America, [f. Gk neos new 
(w. ref. to the New World), arctic] 

near'ly, adv. Closely (examine it ~; ~ 
related; concerns me ~; approached the 
place ~ ; correspond, resemble, ~); almost; 
not ~, nothing like, far from, [near2, 
-ly2] 

neat1, n. (sing. & collect, as pi.). Any 
animal of ox kind; (collect.) cattle; ~- 
herd, cowherd; —house, cattle-shed; 
~’s-/ooZ, ~’s-tongue, used as food; ~’s- 
-leather, ox-hide. [OE neat, OS not, OHG 
noz, ON naut f. Gmc *nautam; cogn. w. 
OE neotan possess] 

neat2, a. (Of liquor, esp. alcoholic) un¬ 
diluted ; of elegant simplicity in form or 
arrangement, nicely made or propor¬ 
tioned ; (of language, style, sayings) 
brief, clear, & pointed, cleverly phrased, 
epigrammatic; deft, dextrous, cleverly 
done; tidy, methodical; '—handed, dex¬ 
trous. Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. [f. F 
net f. L nitidus shining (nitere shine) ] 

neath, prep. (poet.). Beneath, [f. be¬ 
neath ] 

neb, n. (Sc.). Beak or bill; nose; snout; 
tip, spout, point. [OE nebb = ON nef, 
rel. to MDu., MLG nebbe; cf. nib] 

neb'ula, n. (pi. -toe). Clouded speck on 
cornea causing defective sight; (astron.) 
luminous patch made by cluster of 
distant stars or by gaseous or stellar 
matter outside solar system. [L, = mist, 
rel. to Gk nephele cloud] 

neb'ular, a. Of nebula(e); ~ theory or 
hypothesis, that solar & stellar systems 
were developed from nebulae, [-ar1] 

nebul'ium, n. Element formerly assumed 
to exist in gaseous nebulae as cause of 
bright lines in green part of spectrum. 
(These lines are now believed to be due to 
one of the known terrestrial elements in 
a more rarefied gaseous state than has 
yet been produced on earth.) [-IUM] 

neb'ulous, a. (Astron.) of, like, nebula(e); 
~ star, small cluster of indistinct stars, or 
star in luminous haze; cloud-like; hazy, 
vague, indistinct, formless; clouded, tur¬ 
bid. So nebulos'iTY n. [f. F (-eux) or L 
nebulosus (nebula, -ous)] 

necessar'Ian, n. & a. = necessitarian. 
Hence ~ism(3) n. [necessary, -arian] 

ne'cessarily, adv. As a necessary result, 
inevitably. [-LY2] 

ne'cessar|y, a. & n. 1. Indispensable, 
requisite, (to or for person etc.; it is ~i/ 
that, to do); requiring to, that must, be 
done; determined by predestination or 
natural laws, not by free will, happening 
or existing by necessity; (of concept or 
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mental process) inevitably resulting from 
nature of things or the mind, inevitably 
produced by previous stato of things; (of 
agent) having no independent volition. 
2. n. Thing without which life cannot bo 
maintained (often the~ies of life); (loosely) 
desirable thing not generally regarded as 
a luxury; (abs. use of adj.) the ~y (si.), 
money or action needed for a purpose 
(provide, find, do, the ~3/). [ME, f. AF 
*necessarie (OF -aire) f. L necessarius 
(necesse needful, -ary1)] 

necessitar'ian, n. & a. (Person) denying 
free will & maintaining that all action is 
determined by antecedent causes. Hence 
~ISM(3)ll. [NECESSITY, -ARIAN] 

necessitate, v.t. Force, compel, (person) 
to do (now rare); render necessary, in¬ 
volve as condition or accompaniment or 
result, [f. med. L necessitare (necessity), 
-ate3] 

necessitous, a. Poor, needy, [foil.,-ous] 
necessity, n. Constraint or compulsion 
regarded as a law prevailing through the 
material universe & governing all human 
action (often physical ~ ; logical ~, com¬ 
pulsion to believe that of which the oppo¬ 
site is inconceivable; absolute, moral, 
natural, etc., ~); constraining power of 
circumstances, state of things compelling 
to certain course, (of ~, unavoidably; 
make a virtue of ~, claim credit for doing 
what one cannot help doing, do thing 
with a good grace; am under the ~ of 
doing; ~ knows no law, absolves from any 
offence); imperative need (for; ~ is the 
mother of invention); indispensability (the 
~ of protecting life & property); indis¬ 
pensable thing, necessary; (usu. pi.) 
want, poverty, hardship, pressing need. 
[ME, f. OF necessite f. L necessitatem 
(necesse needful, -ty)] 

neck1, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Part of body that 
connects head with shoulders (break one’s 
~, dislocate vertebrae of this, be killed 
so; break ~ of task etc., get hardest part 
of it over; save one’s ~, escape hanging; 
~ (& crop, headlong, bodily; get it in the 
~, si., suffer fatal or severe blow; stick or 
shoot one’s ~ out, si., invite attack; talk 
through (the back of) one’s ~, si., talk 
foolishly or wildly; ~ or nothing, desper¬ 
ately, staking all on success, it is a, case 
for desperate attempts; ~ <£• ~, running 
even in race); (si.) impudence; flesh of 
animal’s ~ as food (esp. ~ of mutton); 
part of shirt etc. that touches ~. 2. 
Narrow part of vessel, esp. of bottle near 
mouth, or of passage, pass, or channel; 
pass, narrow channel, isthmus; narrow 
connecting part between two parts of 
thing; (archit.) lower part of capital. 
3. ~'band, part of garment round ~; 

cloth, cravat; ~'erchief (-chlf), kerchief 
worn round ~ ; ~'Zace (-11s), ornament of 
precious stones or metal, or beads etc., 
worn round ~; ~'tie, band of silk etc. 
securing or seeming to secure shirt-collar; 
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~-rerse, Latin verse (usu. beginning of 
Ps. li) printed in black letter by reading 
which person claiming benefit of clergy 
might save his ~; ~'wear (shop), collars 
& ties; hence (-)~ed2 (-kt) a. 4. vb. *(sl.). 
(Of couples) clasp one another round the 
~ ; hug, embrace, (person); ~ing (petting) 
party. [OE hnecca, MDu., MLG necke, 
cogn. w. OHG hnacch, ON hnakki] 

|i neck2, n. Last sheaf of corn cut. [orig. 
unkn. ] 

neck'ing, n. (archit.). Part of column be¬ 
tween shaft & capital, [neck1, -in’O1) 

neck'let, n. Ornament or fur protector 
for neck, [-let] 

nec'ro-, comb, form of Gk nekros corpse, 
dead body, as ~pen'ic produced by con¬ 
tact with dead bodies, ~phil(e), ~phore 
burying beetle, ~bios'is decay in tissues 
of body, *—'LATRY (-61-), ~logy (-61-) death- 
-roll or obituary notice, ~phagous (-Of1) 
feeding on carrion, ~polis(-Op1) cemetery, 
ntc'ropsy or ~seqpj/ (-Os1), post-mortem 
examination. 

nec'romancly, n. Art of predicting by 
means of communication with the dead; 
magic, enchantment. So ~er1 n., necro- 
man'tic a. [ME, f. OF nigromancie f. 
med. L nigrornantia changed by assoc, w. 
L niger black f. LL f. Gk nekromanleia 
(prec., -MANCY)] 

necros'is, n. (path.; pi. -oses). Death of 
circumscribed piece of tissue, esp. morti¬ 
fication of bones. Hence necrdT'ic a., 
nec'rotizE(3) v.i. [f. Gk nekrosis (nekroo 
kill, see necro-, -osis)] 

nec'tar, n. (Gk myth.) drink of the gods 
(cf. ambrosia) ; any delicious drink; sweet 
fluid or honey produced by plants; kind 
of aerated water. Hence or cogn. nec- 
tar'EAN, nectar'Eons,~ED2(-ard),~ir'ER- 

ous, ~OTJS, aa. [f. L f. Gk nektar] 
nec'tarine, n. Kind of peach with thin 

downless skin & firm flesh, [n. use of 
obs. or rare adj. (nectar, -ine1)] 

nec'tary, n. Flower’s or plant’s honey- 
-secreting organ, [irreg. f. nectar + -ary 1 ] 

Nedd'y,n. Donkey, [dim. of Edwurd;-Y3] 
nee (na), a. Born (used in adding woman’s 
maiden name as Mrs Smith,~ Jones). [F] 

need1, n. Circumstances requiring some 
course (if ~ be or were, there is no etc. ~, 
to do or abs.; have ~, require to; had ~, 
ought to, as had ~ remember); necessity 
for presence or possession of (the ~ of 
further securities; have ~ of, require, 
want); emergency, crisis, time of diffi¬ 
culty, (a friend in ~ is a friend indeed; 
good at ~; failed him in his ~); destitu¬ 
tion, lack of necessaries, poverty, whence 
~'y2 a., n.; thing wanted, respect 
in which want is felt, requirement, (my 
~s are few)-, (pi.) offices of nature (do 
one’s ~s); ~7ire, fire got from dry wood 
by friction, beacon, bonfire. [OE nied, 
OS nod, OHG not, ON na.ulh, Goth. 
nauths f. Gmc "naudhiz, *nauthiz] 

need2, v.i. & t. (3 sing. pres. ~s, & ~ 

as specified below). Be necessary (arch.; 
it ~s not, it is needless; there ~s, so-&-so 
is required; more than ~s, than is neces¬ 
sary; what ~ or ~s?, why should one?); 
stand in need of, require, (intr.) be needy; 
be under necessity or obligation to (do 
etc.) or to do (3 sing. ~ , & to omitted, in 
neg. & interrog. forms; he ~ not trouble 
himself; it ~s to be done with care; why ~ 

he have come tonight ?; ~ not have done 
etc., usu. form = did not ~ to do etc.; 
often ellipt., as don't be longer away than 
you ~). [OE neodian (prec.)] 

need'ful, a. Requisite, necessary, in¬ 
dispensable, (to, for, or abs.; it is ~ to do, 
or that; the ~, what is necessary, esp. 
si., the money or action required, also do 
the ~ in football, convert try into goal). 
Hence ~NESSn. [-ful] 

nee'dle, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Thin round long 
piece of steel pointed at one end & with 
eye for thread at other used in sewing 
(knitting, darning, packing, crochet, etc., 

shapes or modifications of it for 
different purposes; sharp as a ~, lit., 
& fig. acute, observant; look for ~ in 
bottle 3 etc. of hay; pins & ~s; ~’s eye, 
least possible aperture, esp. w. ref. to 
Matt. xix. 24). 2. Piece of magnetized 
steel used as indicator on dial of compass 
& magnetic & electric apparatus, esp. in 
telegraphy; strip of standard gold or 
silver used for comparison in assaying 
with touchstone. 3. Pointed etching 
instrument; pointed surgical instrument 
used in soft cataract; end of hypodermic 
syringe; thin pointed piece of metal, 
wrood, or fibre, or long thorn, that receives 
& transmits the vibrations set up by a 
revolving gramophone record; steel pin 
exploding cartridge of breechloader. 
4. Obelisk; sharp rock, peak. 6. Beam 
used as temporary support during under- 
-pinning. 6. ~-shaped crystal. 7. Leaf of 
fir or pine. 8. II The ~ (si.), fit of nervous¬ 
ness. 9. ~-bath, shower-bath with fine 
spray discharged horizontally from ver¬ 
tical pipes surrounding bather; —book, 
book-shaped case for ~s; ~-fish, kinds 
of fish, esp. garfish ; ~/wi, length of thread 
etc. put into ~ at once; ~ game, match, 
etc., one closely contested & arousing 
personal feeling or animosity; ~-lace, 
made with ~s not bobbins; ~-point, fine 
sharp point, also point-lace made with 
~s; ~woman, sempstress, also good or 
bad user of ~; ~work, sewing or 
embroidery. 10. vb. Sew, pierce, or 
operate on, with ~; thread (one’s way) 
between or through things; under-pin 
with ~-beams; form —shaped crystals; 
thread one’s way; incite, irritate, prod 
into action. [OE medl, OS nadla, OHG 
nddala, ON rail, Goth, nethla f. Gmc 
*ne- sew, cogn. w. L nere spin] 

need'less, a. Unnecessary, uncalled for, 
(~ to say used parenth., as I need not tell 
you). Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [-less] 
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II need'ments, n. pi. Things needed, esp. 
personal necessaries carried on journey. 
[NEED n. Or V., -MENT] 

needs (-z), adv. Of necessity (now only 
after or before must; ~ must do, cannot 
help or avoid or get out of doing; must ~ 
do, occas. = ~ must do, usu. foolishly in¬ 
sists or insisted on doing). [OE nedes, 
nydes (need1, -es)] 

ne’er (nar), adv. (Poet.) never (not used 
ellipt. for sentence like never)-, ~ a, not 
a single; do-well, ~-do-weel, good-for- 
-nothing (person), [contr. of never] 

nefar'ious, a. Wicked, iniquitous. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L nefcirius (nefas 
wrong), -ous] 

negate', v.t. Nullify, deny existence of, 
imply or involve non-existence of, be the 
negation of. [f. L negate deny, -ate 3 ] 

nega'tion, n. Denying; negative state¬ 
ment or doctrine; refusal, contradiction, 
denial of-, (log.) affirmation of difference 
or exclusion; absence or opposite of 
something actual or positive; negative 
or unreal thing, nonentity. So neg'atORY 
a. [f. F, or L negatio (prec., -ation)] 

nega'tionist (-sho-), n. One who denies 
accepted beliefs without proposing sub¬ 
stitutes. [-1ST] 

neg'ative1, a. 1. Expressing or implying 
denial, prohibition, or refusal (~ pro¬ 
position in logic, asserting difference or 
discrepancy; ~ statute, vote, answer-, ~ 

voice, right of veto). 2. Wanting, consist¬ 
ing in the want of, positive attributes (~ 
virtue, abstention from wrongdoing; ~ 
instance, evidence, of non-occurrence of 
something). 3. (Alg.) denoting quantities 
to be subtracted from others or from zero 
(~ sign, —); (colloq., joc.) ~ quantity, 
nothing. 4. (electr.). Of the kind pro¬ 
duced by friction on resin etc. (opp. 
positive, on glass), containing or produc¬ 
ing such electricity. 5. Of opposite nature 
to thing regarded as positive (debt is ~ 
capital, & capital ~ debt). 6. (photog.). 
Having lights & shadows of the actual 
object or scene reversed. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ■~ness, negativ'iTY, nn. [f. OF 
(-if, -ive), or LL negativus (negate, 

-IVE)] 

neg'ative2, n. 1. Negative statement, 
reply, or word (it is hard to prove a ~; he 
returned a ~, answered ‘ no ’ etc.; two ~s 
make an affirmative); right of veto ; in the 
~, negativc(ly) (esp. in ministerial an¬ 
swers in Parliament, the answer is in the 
~, no; it was decided in the ~, proposal 
was rejected). 2. Negative quality, want 
of something, (his character is made up of 
~s). 3. (alg.). Negative or minus quantity. 
4. (photog.). Image on glass etc. with 
reversed lights & shadows from which 
positive pictures are taken. 5. Negative 
plate or metal in voltaic battery, [f. 
prec., or F negative or LL negativa] 

neg'ative3, v.t. Veto, reject, refuse to 
accept or countenance; disprove (infer- 

neigh 

ence, hypothesis); contradict (statement); 
neutralize (effect), [f. prec. adj.] 

neg'ativ|ism, n. Attitude of negationist. 

So ~ist(2) n. [-ism] 

neglect', v.t., & n. 1. Slight, not pay 
attentions to; leave uncared-for; leave 
undone, be remiss about; omit to do or 
doing; hence ~able a. (rare). 2. n. ~ing 
or being ~ed; disregard of; negligence; 
hence ~ful a., ~fulLY2 adv., ~fulNESS n. 
[(n. f. L neglcrtus -us) f. L neglegere -lect- 
(neg- not, legere pick up)] 

neglige (ngg'lizha), n. Free & easy or un¬ 
ceremonious attire. [F, p.p. of negliger 
(prec.)] 

neg'ligeable, a. (rare). Negligible, [f. F 
negligeable (prec., -able)] 

neg'Iiglence, n. Want of proper care or 
attention, (piece of) carelessness; con¬ 
tributory ~ence, ~ence on a person’s part 
that has helped to bring about the injury 
that ho has suffered; freedom from re¬ 
straint or artificiality in literature or art. 
So ~ent a. (of duty etc.), ~entLY2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF, or L neglegentia (neglect, 

-ence)] 

negligible, a. That need not be regarded 
(esp. ~ quantity), [as prec., -ible] 

nego'ti|ate (-shi-), v.i. & t. 1. Confer (with 
another) with view to compromise or 
agreement. 2. Arrange (affair), bring 
about (desired object), by ~a.ting. 3. 
Transfer (bill) to another for a considera¬ 
tion, convert into cash or notes, get or 
give value for (bill, cheque) in money. 
4. Clear, get over, dispose of, (fence, 
obstacle, difficulty). Hence or cogn. 
'—'ABLE (-shd-) a., ~ant(1) (-shi-) n., ~A' 
tion (-si-, -shi-), ~atOR (-shi-), ^atrESS1 
(-sha-), ~aTRix (-sho-), nn. [f. L negotiari 
(negotium business), -ate3] 

Meg'ress. See negro. 

negrill'o, n. (pi. ~s). Small Negro; one of 
dwarf Negro people in Central & S. Africa. 
[Sp., dim. of negro] 

negri'to (-re-), n. (pi. ~s). One of small 
negroid people in the Malayo-Polynesian 
region, [as prec.] 

Neg'ro, n. (pi. ~es; fem. Negress) & a. 
1. Member, esp. male, of black-skinned 
woolly-haired flat-nosed thick-lipped 
African people. 2. adj. Of this race, black- 
-skinned, (n ~ minstrels, troupe of real or 
sham ~es performing ~ songs & dances); 
occupied by, connected with, ~es; black 
or dark (n~ ant, bat, monkey, dark 
species). 3. n—head, strong black plug 
tobacco, also inferior indiarubber. Hence 
neg'roiD a. & n., negroid'AL a., neg'ro- 

phil a.. & n., negroph'iliSM n., negro- 

phob'ia n. [Sp., f. L nigrum nom. niger 
black] 

Neg'us1, n. Euler of Abyssinia, [native] 
neg'us2, n. Hot sweetened wine & water. 

[Col. F.1V~, d. 1732] 
neigh (na), v.i., & n. (Utter) cry (as) of 

horse. [OE hneegan, = MDu. neyen, 
MHG negen of imit. orig. ] 
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neighbour (nab'er), n., & v.t. & i. 1. 
Dweller next door, near, in same street 
or village or district, or in adjacent 
country (my ~ Jones', are next-door —s; 
his nearest ~ is 12 miles off; our ~s across 
the Channel), esp. regarded as one who 
should be friendly (good, bad, ~s; ~lyx 
a., ~liNBSS n.) or as having claim on 
others’ friendliness (duty to one’s~, to any 
fellow man); person or thing near or next 
another (my ~ at dinner-, falling tree 
brought down (attrib.)~ing; hence 
/—-less a.,'—'Ship n. 2. vb. Adjoin, border 
upon, border upon, (chiefly now in ~ing2 

a.). [OE neahgebur (nigh, boor)! 
neighboured (nab'erd), a. Having neigh¬ 
bours or surroundings of specified kind 
(ill ~ : a beautifully ~ town), [-ep2- *] 

neighbourhobd (nab'er-), n. Neighbourly 
feeling or conduct (usu. good~); nea,rness, 
vicinity of (in the— of £100, about); neigh¬ 
bours, people of a district, district, [-hood ] 

neith'er (nidh-, nedh-), adv., conj., a., & 
pron. 1. adv. (Introducing word, clause, 
etc., that is to be negatived equally with 
a following one attached to it by nor) not 
either, not on the one hand, (~ knomng 
nor caring; ~ you nor I know, — he nor I 
knoiv, ~ I nor he knows; also often vulg., 
~ he nor she know; ~ does cowardice en¬ 
sure nor courage preclude defeat; ~ here 

nor there); (colloq.; placed at end to 
emphasize preceding negative) either, 
any more than something else, (I don’t 
know that ~); (in apodosis alter negative 
protasis) not either (if you do not go, ~ 
shall I); (bibl.) not even (but ~ so did 
their witness agree). 2. conj. (arch.). Nor, 
nor yet, (I know not, ~ can I guess). 
3. adj. & pron. Not either, not the one 
nor the other, (~ accusation, ~ of the 
accusations, is true; ~ of them knows, 
often also irreg. kncnv); (loosely) none of 
any number of specified things. [ME 
naither, neyther, assim. of OE nawther 
contr. of ndhweether (na not, whether) to 
either ] 

nek, n. (S.-Afr.). = col. [Du., = neck1] 

nek'ton, n. (biol.). The forms of free- 
-swimming organic life found at various 
depths in the ocean & in lakes, taken 
collectively. [G, f. Gk nektos swimming 
(nekho swim)] 

nell'y, n. Largest kind of petrel, [perh. 
the feminine name] 

nem'atjo-, comb, form of Gk nema -atos 
thread in scientific terms (= filamentous, 
having filament, thread-like), as ~ocyst, 
cell in jelly-fish etc. containing coiled 
thread that can be projected as sting, 
~ode & ~oid, aa. & nn., (worm) of slender 
cylindrical shape. 

Nem'esis, n. Goddess of retribution; re¬ 
tributive justice, downfall that satisfies 
this. [Gk (nemo give what is due)] 

nem'tne, abl. of L nemo no one; ~ contra- 
dicenle or dissentiente (pr. kontrodisSn'ti, 
dlsSntien'ti; abbr. n&m. con. or diss.), 

unanimously (or without a dissenting 
vote). 

neni'o me Impiin'e lacSss'it, sent. No 
one attacks me with impunity. [L] 

nen'uphat, n. Water-lily. [med. L, f. 
Arab.-Pers. ninufar ] 

ne'o-, comb, form of Gk neos new, used as 
living pref. to adjj. & nn., & adding the 
notions new, modern, later, recast, lately 
found or invented (~-Cath'olic, —pdg'an- 
ism; ~-Cam'trrian, geol., of the later 
Cambrian period; ~ -class' ic(ism); ~- 

-H&IVenism, revival of Greek ideals; ~- 

-MaUhu'sianism (-zho-), use of preven¬ 
tives against conception; ~-Pldt'onism, 
3rd-cent, mixture of Platonic ideas with 
Oriental mysticism; ne'odoxy, new doc¬ 
trine or view; ne&ntdl'ogy, study of extant 
animals; ~zd'ic, geol., of later period of 
geological history, post-palaeozoic), 

neolith'ic, a. Of the later stone age, when 
ground or polished stone weapons & im¬ 
plements prevailed, [prec., Gk lithos 
stone, -ic] 

neolS'gian, a. & n. 1. Of, inclined to, 
marked by, neologism in theology. 2. n. 
Neologist in theology, [neology, -an] 

neol'oglism, neol'ogly, nn. Coining or 
using of new words, new-coined word; 
tendency to or adoption of novel or 
rationalistic religious views. So ~ist(1) 

n., ~ize(2) v.i. [f. F ndologie, neologisms 
(NEO-, -LOGY)] 

ne'on, n. (chem.). Inert gaseous element 
occurring in the atmosphere; used in 
illuminated signs (~ lights), giving a 
coloured glow when electricity is passed 
through it in a sealed low-pressure tube, 
[neut. of Gk neos new] 

ne'ophron, n. White Egyptian vulture & 
allied birds, [name of man turned to 
vulture in Metamorphoses of Antoninus 
Liberalis ] 

ne'ophyte, n. New convert esp. among 
primitive Christians or Roman Catholics; 
newly ordained R.-C. priest; novice of 
religions order; beginner, novice, tiro, 
[f. eccl. L f. Gk neophutos newly planted 
(neo-, phud plant)] 

neote'ric, a. Recent, newfangled, mod¬ 
ern. [f. LL f. Gk nedterikos (nedteros comp, 
of neos new, -ic)] 

neotrop'ical, a. Of, found in, tropical & 
S. America. [NEO-, tropical] 

nepen' the(s) (-1, -ez), n. Drug producing 
forgetfulness of grief (poet.); (-s) kinds of 
plants with pitcher-shaped leaves, pitcher- 
-plant. [(-s) L f. Gk, neut. of nepenthes 
griefless (we- not, penthos grief)] 

ne'phew (-v-), n. Brother’s or sister’s son. 
[ME, f. OF neveu f. L nepotem nom. -pos 
grandson, nephew] 

nephol'ogy, n. Study of the clouds, [f. 
Gk nephos cloud, -logy ] 

nephrit'ic, a. Of or in the kidneys, renal. 
[t. LL f. Gk nephritikos (foil., -ic)] 

nephrites, n. Inflammation of the kid¬ 
neys. [LL f. Gk (nephros kidney, -ms)] 
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nephr](o)-, comb, form of Gk nephros 
kidney, as ~6c'tomy excision of kidney, 
~ol'ogy, ~ot'omy. 

tie plils ill'tra, n. Prohibition of advance, 
impassable obstacle; furthest point at¬ 
tained or attainable; highest pitch or 
form of, acme, culmination. [L, = not 
more beyond, supposed inscription on 
Pillars of Hercules] 

nep'otlism, n. Undue favour from holder 
of patronage to relatives (orig. from Pope 
to illegitimate sons called nephews). So 
~ist(1) n. [f. F -isme, or It. nepotismo (as 
NEPHEW, -ISM)] 

Nep'tune, n. 1. (God of) the sea (~’s cup, 
kinds of coral). 2. One of the farthest 
planets of solar system, (f. LNeptunus] 

Neptun'ian, a. & n. (Geol.) produced by 
water action; (person) maintaining aque¬ 
ous origin of certain rooks, so Nep'tun- 
ist(2) n. (opp. Vulcanist)-, of planet Nep¬ 
tune. [f. \jNeptunius (prec.), -an] 

neptun'ium n. Unstable element pro¬ 
duced when uranium atoms absorb 
bombarding neutrons, & changing to 
plutonium, [as neptune, -iijm] 

ner'eid, n. Sea-nymph; (zool.) long sea- 
-worm or centipede, [f. L f. Gk Nereis 
-idos daughter of sea-god Nereus] 

ncr'o dnti'co (nar-, -te-), n. Kind of black 
marble found in Roman ruins. [It. ] 

ner'oli, n. Essential oil from orange- 
-flowers used in perfumery. [F (ne-), f. 
It., f. name of Italian princess] 

Neron'Ian, a. Of, as of, the emperor Nero 
or his times, cruel, licentious, tyrannical, 
[f. L Neronianus (Nero -onis, -ian)] 

nerv'ate, a. (bot.). (Of leaves) having ribs. 
So nebvA'TiON n. [foil., -ate2] 

ndrve, n., & v.t. 1. Sinew, tendon, (now 
poet., exc. in strain every ~, make all 
possible efforts; also in pi. fig., as good 
laws are the ~s of a State). 2. Vigour, 
energy, well-strung state. 3. (bot.). Rib, 
esp. midrib, of leaf. 4. (anat.). Fibre or 
bundle of fibres connecting & conveying 
impulses of sensation & motion between 
brain or spinal cord or ganglionic organ 
& some part of body. 5. pi. Bodily state 
in regard to physical sensitiveness & 
interaction between brain & other parts, 
disordered state in these respects, exag¬ 
gerated sensitiveness, nervousness, (does 
not know what ~s are, of equable tempera¬ 
ment ; a fit of ~s, nervous state; get on 
one’s ~s, be a worry or annoyance to 
him; has iron ~s, of steel, etc., is not 
easily upset or frightened; war1 of ~s). 
6. Nervous fibre. 7. Coolness in danger, 
boldness, assurance, (lose one’s ~, become 
timid or irresolute); (colloq.) audacity, 
impudence. 8. —centre, group of closely 
connected ganglion-cells; —knot, gang¬ 
lion; hence (-)n^rvED2 (-vd) a., nfirv'o- 

comb. form. 9. v.t. Give strength, vigour, 
or courage, to; collect oneself to face 
danger or suffering, [f. L nervus, rel. to 
Gk neuron] 

nSrve'less (-vl-), a. Inert, wanting in 
vigour or spirit, listless; (of style) flabby, 
diffuse; (bot., entom.) without nervures; 
(anat., zool.) without nerves. Hence 
~ly2 adv.,~NESS n. [-LESS] 

n^i’v'Ine, a. & n. (med.). (Medicine) re¬ 
lieving nerve-disorders. [NERVE, -INE1] 

ndbv'ous, a. Sinewy, muscular, (arch.); 
(of literary style) vigorous, terse; full of 
nerves; of the nerves (~ system, nerves 
& nerve-centres as a whole); acting on the 
nerves; having disordered or delicate 
nerves, excitable, highly strung, easily 
agitated, timid. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness 
n. [f. L nervosus (nerve, -ose1)] 

n£bv'ure (-yer), n. One of the tubes 
forming framework of insect’s wing, 
vein; principal vein of leaf. [F (nerve, 
-URE) ] 

ntsbv'y, a. Sinewy, strong, (poet.); (si.) 
cool, confident, impudent; jerky, ner¬ 
vous; (si.) trying to the nerves. [-Y2] 

nescience (ngsh'yens), n. Not knowing, 
absence of knowledge of. [f. LL nescien- 
tia f. L nescire not know (ne- not, scire 
know), -ENCE] 

nescient (ngsh'yent), a. & n. Ignorant 
(of); agnostic (a. & n.). [prec., -ent] 

ness, n. Promontory, headland, cape. 
[OE uses, = ON nes, LG nesse, rel. to OE 
nasu nose] 

-ness, suf. appended freely to adjj. (hitter- 
~), participles (loving~, tired~), compd 
adjj. (tongue-tied^), & adj. phrr. (up-to- 
-datc~) to form nn. oxpressing state or con¬ 
dition. [OE -nes(s) &c., OS -nesse &c., 
OHG -nessi &c., Goth. (-in)assus; the n 
is not orig. part of suf. but an accretion f. 
stem] 

nest, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Structure or place 
made or chosen by bird for laying eggs & 
sheltering young (it's an ill bird that fouls 
its own ~, one should not speak ill of 
home etc.; feather2 one’s ~); animal’s or 
insect’s abode or spawning or breeding 
place; snug or secluded retreat, lodging, 
shelter, bed, receptacle; haunt of robbers 
etc.; fostering-place of vice etc.; brood, 
swarm; collection, series, of similar ob¬ 
jects; small chest of drawers’, ~-cgg, real 
or imitation egg left in ~ to induce hen to 
go on laying there, sum of money kept 
as reserve or nucleus; hence ~'ful(2) n., 
~'like a. 2. vb. Make or have ~ in 
specified place, take to ~-building; (p.p.) 
established (as) in ~, (of boxes etc.) 
packed one inside another; take bird’s 
~s or eggs. [OE.OfIG nest cogn. w. L nidvs] 

ne'stle (-si), v.i. & t. = prec. vb (first 
sense; now rare); settle oneself, be settled, 
comfortably down, or in, into, among, etc., 
leaves, wrraps, chair, etc.; press oneself 
affectionately close to, to, person; lie half- 
-hidden or embedded; push (head, face, 
shoulder, etc.) affectionately or snugly in; 
hold embraced (usu. in p.p.). [OE nest- 
lian, = MDu., MLG nestelen, see nest, 
-LE(3) ] 
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ne'stling (-si-, -stl-), n. Bird too young 
to leave nest. [ME, f. nest n. -f-LiNG1, or 
prec + -ing3] 

Nes'tdr, n. Wise old man, senior of 
company etc. [name of character in 
Homer’s Iliad ] 

Nestor'ian, a. & n. (Adherent) of doctrine 
of Nestorius patriarch of Constantinople 
a.d. 428 asserting that Christ had distinct 
divine & human persons. Hence ~ism(3) 
n. [f. LL N estorianus (-an) ] 

net1, n., & v.t. & 1. (-tt-). 1. Meshed fabric 
of twine, cord, hair, etc.; piece of this used 
for catching fish etc. (beach, casting, trawl, 
herring, lark, clap, etc., —-), or for cover¬ 
ing, confining, protecting, carrying, etc. 
(fruit, hair, tennis, cricket, etc., -~); moral 
or mental snare; spider’s web; reticula¬ 
tion, ~work; girls’ game in 
which a ball has to be thrown so as to fall 
through an elevated horizontal ring from 
which a ~ hangs; ~'work, arrangement 
with intersecting lines & interstices 
recalling those of ~, complex system of 
railways, rivers, canals, etc., ramification, 
number of broadcasting stations con¬ 
nected for simultaneous broadcast of 
same programme; hence ~'ful(2) n. 
2. vb. Cover, confine, catch, with ~(s); 
fish (river etc.) with ~s, set ~s in (river); 
make netting; make (purse, hammock, 
etc.) by ~ting; (usu. in p.p.) mark with 
~like pattern, reticulate. [OE net(t), OS 
net(ti), OHG nezzi, ON net, Goth, nati f. 
Gmc *na.tja-] 

net2, a., & v.t. (-tt-). 1. Free from deduc¬ 
tion, remaining after necessary deduc¬ 
tions, (~ profit, true profit, actual gain 
after working expenses have been paid, 
opp. gross; ~ price, real price off which 
discount is not allowed, opp. nominal, 
publisher’s, price). 2. v.t. Gain or yield 
(sum) as ~ profit. [F, see neat2] 

ne tSm'ere, n. The papal decree of 1907 
under which marriages between Roman 
Catholics and others are not valid unless 
solemnized by R.-C. bishop or his deputy, 
[initial L words, = lest rashly] 

neth'er (-dh-), a. (arch, or joc.). Lower 
(~ Up or jaw-, ~ garments etc., trousers; 
~ man or person, legs etc.; ~ millstone, 
simile for hard heart etc.; ~ world, rarely 
the earth, usu. hell, also ~ regions). 
Hence ~most a. [OE nithera See., f. OE 
(ME) advv. nithor, wither lower, down¬ 
wards, f. Gmc *nithar; see -ther] 

Netherlander, n., Neth'erlandish, a., 
(-dh-). (Native) of the Netherlands, [f. 
Du. Nederlander, -landsch, (Nederland, 
-er1, -ish1)] 

net'suke (-sGbka), n. Carved buttonlike 
ornament worn by Japanese. [Jap. ] 

nett'ing, n. In vbl senses; also: netted 
string, thread, or wire; piece of this used 
for various purposes, [-ing1] 

net'tle, n., & v.t. 1, Kinds of plants 
including great or common ~ & small 

two species growing profusely on 

waste land & covered with stinging hairs; 
other plants resembling these, esp. dead- 
—; grasp the ~; ~-tos7i, eruption on skin 
in patches like those made by ~ stings. 
2. v.t. Beat with ~s; get ones elf stung 
with ~s; irritate, provoke, annoy. 
[OE netele, MDu. netele, MLG net(t)ele, 
OHG nezzila, f. Gmc *nat- (OHG nazza) + 
dim. suf. -le(1) ] 

neum(e) (num), n. (mus.). Sign in plain- 
song indicating note or group of notes 
to be sung to a syllable. [ME, f. OF 
neume, f. med. L neuma f. Gk pneuma 
breath] 

neur'al (nur-), a. Of the nerves, of the 
centra] nervous system, [f. Gk neuron 
nerve, -al] 

neura'tion (nur-), n. Distribution of 
nervures, venation, [irreg. f. foil., -ation] 

neur|(o)- (nur-), comb, form of Gk neuron 
nerve; ~al’gia (-ja), affection of nerve(s) 
usu. of head or face causing intense inter¬ 
mittent pain, so ~&l'yic a.; ~asthin'la, 
nervous debility, so ~astMn’ic a.; 
torny, excision of nerve; ~'%ne, nerve- 
-tissue; ~It'is u.; ~<5l'0GY, ~dl'oglST, ~old- 
GICal ; ~o-m us'cular, of nerves & muscles; 
~’opath, person of abnormal nervous 
sensibility or affected by nervous disease, 
so ~opdth’lG a., ~opath<5b'OQY, ~6p'athY1; 
~&p'a.thist, specialist in ~opathy; ~o- 
-physidl'ogy, physiology of nervous sys¬ 
tem; ~o-psych'ic (-sik-), of nervous & 
psychic functions; ~6p'terous, of the 
Neuroptera, order of insects having four 
naked membranous transparent wdngs 
with reticulate neuration; ~6t'orny, 
cutting of nerve to produce sensory para¬ 
lysis ; ~jjpn6Vogy, science of hypnotism, 

neurom'a (nur-), n. (pi. ~ta). Tumour on 
nerve or in nerve-tissue, [f. Gk neuron 
nerve, -oma] 

r.euros'is (nur-), n. (pi. -oses). Functional 
derangement due to disorders of nervous 
system; change in nerve-cells of brain 
prior to psychic activity, [as prec,, -osis] 

neurdt'ic (nur-), a. & n. (Drug) affecting 
nervous system; (person) affected with 
nervous disorder, of abnormal sensibility, 
[as prec., -otic] 

neut'er, a. & n. 1. (Gram.) neither 
masculine nor feminine (cf. common1, 
EriCENE), (of verb) intransitive; neutral, 
not taking or assisting either side, in war, 
argument, opinion, etc. (esp. stand ~, 
remain neutral, declare neutrality); (bot.) 
wdthout pistils & stamens, asexual; (en- 
tom.) sexually undeveloped, sterile. 2. n. 
~ noun, adjective, verb, or gender; person 
standing ~; sexually undeveloped female 
insect, esp. bee or ant; castrated animal. 
[L, = neither (ne- not, uter either)] 

neut'ral, a. & n. 1. Not assisting either 
of turn belligerent States, belonging to a 
State that thus stands aloof, exempted 
or excluded from active or passive hosti¬ 
lities, taking neither side in dispute 
or difference of opinion, indifferent. 
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impartial. 2. Not distinctly marked or 
coloured, indefinite, vague, indetermi¬ 
nate, (~ tint, grey or slate-colour, whence 
—tint'ED2 a. lit. & fig.). 3. (Ohem.) 
neither acid nor alkaline; (electr.) neither 
positive nor negative; (entom., hot.) 
sexually undeveloped, asexual; hence or 
cogn. neutral'iTY n., ~ly2 adv. 4. n. ~ 
State or person; subject of ~ State. 5. 
Position of the parts in a gear mechanism 
in which no power is transmitted, [f. 
obs. F, or L neutralis of neuter gender 
(prec., -al)] 

neut'raliz|e, -is|e (-Tz), v.t. Counter¬ 
balance, render ineffective by opposite 
force or effect; exempt or exclude (place) 
from sphere of hostilities. Hence ~a'tion 

n. [f. F -iser or med. L neutralisare (prec., 
-IZE)]_ 

neut'ron, n. Electrically neutral particle 
of about the same mass as a proton and 
probably consisting of an electron & a 
proton in close association, [f. neutral 

after electron] 
neve (ngv'ii), n. Expanse of granular snow 
not yet compressed into ice at head of 
glacier. [F (L nixnivis snow, -ate2)] 

nev'er, adv. At no time, on no occasion, 
not ever, (often ~ before, since, after, yet; 

also repeated for emphasis; now or —; 
~ is a long word or day, comment on rash 
renunciation or despair or negative pro¬ 
phecy ; it is — too late to mend, reformation 
is always possible); (colloq. expressing 
surprise or incredulity in sentence or el- 
lipt.) surely not, you do not mean it. (you 
— left the key in the lock!-, 'He ate the 
whole turkey.’—‘Never!’; I — did!, 
Well, I —!, i.e. heard of such a thing 
etc.); not at all (~ fear; — mind, do not 
be troubled); ~ a, not a, no — at all; ~ 
a one, none; (in condit. clauses) ~ so, to 
unlimited extent, ever so ; (with compar.) 
~ the, none the; (with particles etc.) 
—-encrugh-to-be-regrelted, —-to-be-forgotten, 
—-ceasing, -dying, -ending, -fading, -fail¬ 
ing; —more’, at no future time; Never 
Never (Land), north Queensland; (joc.) 

(hire-purchase) plan, system; —the- 
less’ adv. & conj., for all that, but for all 
that, notwithstanding, all the same. [OE 
neefre (ne not, eefre ever)] 

new1, a. 1. Not existing before, now first 
made, brought into existence, invented, 
introduced, known or heard of, expe¬ 
rienced, or discovered, (New testament) ; 
unfamiliar to. 2. Renewed, fresh, further, 
additional; different, changed, (a — mo¬ 
rality; — man, theol., one converted to 
Christianity, put on the — man, show con¬ 
version by amendment; a — fashion, 
whence —fa'shionED2 (-shond) a.; my — 
tailor; lead a— life; ~ style ; turn over a — 
leaf). 3. (With the, as distinctive epithet 
implying difference of character) later, 
modern, ~fangled, (the — learning, 

model, comedy ; the — diplomacy, journal¬ 
ism, theology, etc., advanced in method or 

doctrine, usu. derog.; the — poor, rich, 
classes recently impoverished, enriched; 
the ~ woman, women who aspire to free¬ 
dom & independence & reject convention; 
the New World, America). 4. Of recent 
origin, growth, arrival, or manufacture, 
now first used, not worn or exhausted, 
(~ red sandstone; — potatoes, wine, cheese; 
~ furniture, clothes; — countries, soil; a 
heart, pleasures, ever —; ~ chum ; ~ 

members of Parliament etc.; ~ look, recent 
(1947) fashion in women’s dress marked 
esp. by longer & fuller skirt, (colloq.) up- 
-to-date appearance); not yet accustomed 
to, fresh from. 5. (Of family or person) 
lately risen in position. 6. ~ comer, 
person lately arrived; ~ deal2; New 
Englander, inhabitant of New England, 
six NE. States of U.S.A.; —fdng'led 
[-nggled; f. obs. ~/angle a. in same sense 
(-fangel inclined to take f. OE st. fang-, 
infin. fon take)], fond of novelty (now 
rare), different from the good old fashion, 
objectionably novel; ~ moon, moon when 
first seen as crescent after conjunction 
with sun, time of such appearance, (bibl.) 
Hebrew festival; ~ year, coming or lately 
begun year, first few days of year (— 
-year’s gift, wishes, etc.; ~-year’s day, 
1 Jan.; ~-year’s eve, 31 Dec.); New Zea¬ 
lander, Maori, also European inhabitant 
in New Zealand. Hence —-'isr1 a.,~'NESS 
n. [OE niwe, OS niwi, OHG niuwi, ON 
nf/r, Goth, niujisi. Gmc *neujaz, cogn. w. 
L novus] 

new2, adv. (preceding, & now usu. hy¬ 
phened with, qualified word). 1. Newly, 
recently, just, (—-blown, having just 
come into bloom, lit. & fig.; ~-born, & 
see below; --built, & see below; ~- 
-coined, esp. of words; -—come, lately ar- 
arrived; comer, one who has lately 
come; ~-fallen snoiv; ~-fledged.; —-found; 
—-laid eggs; '-'-made; —mown hay or 
lawn). 2. Anew, afresh, re-, (—born, re¬ 
generated, & see above; ~-build, rebuild, 
& see above; ~-create; —-front, put new 
front to; —-furnish; —-model, recast), [f. 
prec. ] 

new'el, n. Centre pillar of winding stair 
(open or hollow —, central well of winding 
stair); post supporting stair-handrail at 
top or bottom. [ME, f. OF nouel f. Rom. 
*nucale f. LL nucalis like a nut (L nux 
nucis nut, -al)] 

Newfoundland (or -fundland'), n. Island 
at mouth of St Lawrence (~ dog or ~, 
also —er, large breed of spaniel kind 
noted for swimming powers). Hence 
~er1(4) n. 

Newg'ate, n. Celebrated London prison 
(~ Calendar, publication with accounts of 
~ prisoners; ~ fringe, frill, beard grown 
below chin while face is shaven; II ~ 
knocker, curl worn by costermongers etc.), 
[place] 

newl'y, adv. Recently (usu. with p.p. 
= NEW2 in sense 1 & often now preferred; 
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hyphened w. attrib. part.: the —dis¬ 
covered country; —iced a. & n.: a guest ~ 
arrived)-, in new manner. [-ly2] 

Newm'fJhket, n. Town noted for horse- 
-races (~ coat or ~, close-fitting overcoat 
for men or women); a card-game, 

news (-z), n. pi. (usu. followed by sing. vb). 
1. Tidings, new information, fresh events 
reported, (have you heard the, this, or 
rarely these, ; ill ~ flies apace; no ~ is 
good~; that is no ~, already well known; 
is there any, what is the, ~?); interesting 
information; (N~~) part of newspaper 
title, as EveningN—. 2. II ~-agent, dealer 
in ~papers etc., -—boy, -man, selling — 
papers in streets; ~'c«s((er), radio broad- 
cast.(er) of news reports; ~-letter, letter 
sent out periodically with the ~ to coun¬ 
try towns etc.; monger, gossip ; paper, 
printed pubhcation usu. daily or weekly 
containing the ~, advertisements, & 
literary matter; print, paper for print¬ 
ing ~papers on; ~ -reel, cinema film giving 
the ~ of the day; ~-room, II reserved for 
~paper-reading; ~-sheet, simple form of 
~paper; ~-stand, stall for sale of ~papers; 
~-vendor, ~paper-seller. Hence ~'less, 
~'y2, aa., -—'iNESS n., (-z-). [ME, pi. of 
new1 after OF noveles (F nouvelles) or 
med. L nova neut. pi. of L novus new] 

newt, n. Small tailed amphibian allied to 
salamander, eft. [ME, for ewt (a neu-t = 
an ewt, cf. nickname) var. of ewet eft] 

Newton'ian, a. & n. 1. Of Newton or his 
theory of the universe; devised etc. by 
Newton. 2. n. Follower of Newton; ~ 
telescope or reflector. [Sir Isaac Newton 
(1642-1727), -IAN] 

next, a. (occas. governing noun), adv., 
prep., & n. 1. adj. Lying, living, being, 
nearest or nearest to or nearest to (in the 
~ house; my ~ neighbour; lives ~ door, in 
the ~ house; ~-door neighbours; ~-door 
to felony, to blasphemous, almost; ~ to 
nothing, none, impossible, almost; the 
chair ~ the fire; the skin with the flesh ~ 
it; the shop ~ to the corner); soonest come 
to, first ensuing, immediately following, 
coming nearest in order etc. to, immedi¬ 
ately before, (will ask the ~ man I see, 
the ~ policeman; shall return ~ year, ~ 
Friday, on Friday ~; what is the ~ 
article?, shopman’s formula; the Sunday 
~ before Easter; what is true one day may 
be false the ~; not till ~ time, joc. addi¬ 
tion to promise of abstention; the ~ 
town to London in size; ~-best, second- 
-best; the person ~ him, or ~ to him, in 
rank). 2. adv. (Often indistinguishable f. 
pred. use of adj.) in the~ place or degree, 
on the ~ occasion, (in the week ~ ensuing; 
~ came a strange figure; what can 
anything follow to beat this for absurdity 
etc.?; placed his chair ~ to hers; New York 
is the largest city ~ to London; when I ~ 
saw him he was lame). 3. prep. (Often 
indistinguishable f. pred. adj. governing 
noun) in or into the ~ place, on the ~ 

occasion, in the ~ degree, to (I was 
standing ~ him; placed his chair ~ hers; 
loves him ~ her own child; wear flannel ~ 
your skin). 4. n. (or ellipt. use of adj.). — 
person or thing (~ of kin, person nearest 
of kin to someone; will tell you in my ~, 
1. e. letter; to be continued in our ~, i.e. 
issue of magazine etc.; her~, i.e. husband, 
was a greengrocer, i.e. child, was a girl; ~ 
please, ask your ~ question, let the ~ 
man come, etc.). [OE neahst (nigh, -est)] 

nex'us, n. Bond, link, connexion, (fig.); 
the cash ~ (consisting in money pay¬ 
ments). [L (nectere nex- bind)] 

NIag'ara, n. Cataract, torrent, din, (shoot 
~, run fearful risks). [N.-Amer. water¬ 
fall] 

nib, n., & v.t. (-bb-). 1. Point of quill pen; 
metal or quill pen-point; point of tool etc. 
2. pi. Fragments of crushed cocoa-beans. 
3. v.t. Make, mend, insert ~ of, (pen), [f. 
M Du. nib, or MLG nibbe, var. f. nebbe neb ] 

nib'ble, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Take small bites 
at; bite (t. & i.) gently or cautiously or 
playfully (esp. of fish with bait, or rabbits; 
often ~ at, lit., & fig. of dallying with 
temptation, bargain, etc.); carp at, make 
trifling criticisms. 2. n. Act of nibbling, 
esp. of fish at bait; enough (grass etc.) to 
~ at. [f. LG nibbelen, also gnibbelen, 
knabbelen, whence obs. knobble] 

nib'lick, n. Golf-club with large round 
heavy head, used esp. for playing out of 
bunkers, [orig. unkn. ] 

nibs (-z), n. (si.). His etc. ~, burlesque 
title after His Grace etc. [cf. earlier (cant) 
nobs] 

nice, a. & adv. 1. Fastidious, dainty, hard 
to please, of refined or critical tastes; pre¬ 
cise, punctilious, scrupulous, particular, 
(must not be too ~ about the means). 2. Re¬ 
quiring precision, care, tact, or discrimi¬ 
nation (a ~ experiment, question, point, 
negotiation). 3. Minute, subtle, (a ~ dis¬ 
tinction, shade of meaning). 4. Attentive, 
close, (a ~ inquiry, observer). 5. Delicate¬ 
ly sensitive, discriminative, or deft (a ~ 
ear, judgement, hand; weighed in the ~st 
scales, lit. or fig.). 6. (colloq.). Agreeable, 
attractive, delightful, well-flavoured, 
satisfactory, kind, friendly, considerate, 
generally commendable (often iron., as 
here is a ~ mess). 7. ~ (and), satisfac¬ 
torily, as the house stands ~ & high, car 
is going ~ <& fast, this is a ~ long one; ~- 
-looking, pretty or of engaging appear¬ 
ance. Hence ~'ly2 (-si-) adv., ~'ness 
(-sn-) n., ni'ciSH1(2)a. [ME senses, stupid, 
wanton; OF, f. L nescius ignorant 
(NESCIENCE)] 

Nicene' (or niL), a. Of Nicaea (first & 
second ~ councils, held a.d. 325, 787, to 
settle the Arian controversy & the ques¬ 
tion of images; ~ Creed, formal state¬ 
ment of Christian belief based on that 
adopted at first ~ council), [f. LL Nicae- 
nus, Nicenus (L f. GkNikaia)] 

ni'cety, n. Punctiliousness; precision, 
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accuracy, (to a ~, exactly); intricate or 
subtle quality (a point of great ~); minute 
distinction, subtle or unimportant detail, 
(pi.) minutiae. [ME, f. OF nicete (nice, 
-TY)] 

niche, m, & v.t. 1. Vertical recess in 
wall to contain statue, vase, etc.; (fig.) 
place destined for person’s occupation, 
esp. ~ in the temple of fame, right to be 
remembered for one’s achievements. 
2. v.t. Place (statue etc.) in ~ (usu. in 
p.p.); ensconce, settle, (esp. oneself, or in 
p.p.) in some hollow or corner. [F, f. 
nicher make a nest, f. Rom. *nidicare f. 
nidus nest] 

nick1, n. Notch serving as catch, guide, 
mark, etc.; (print.) groove on side of 
type-letter; certain throws in hazard; in 
the ~ (of time), just at the right moment, 
[orig. unkn.] 

nick2, v.t. & i. Make nick(s) in, indent; 
make incision at root of (horse’s tail; also 
with horse etc. as obj.) to make him carry 
it higher; hit upon, guess rightly, (~ it, 
the truth, etc.); just catch (the time, a 
train, etc.); catch, nab, (criminals etc.); 
make (certain winning throws) at hazard; 
cut in by short cut, at corner, etc., in 
hunting or racing; (of breeding stocks) 
mingle well etc. with others, [orig. unkn. ] 

nick'el, n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. Hard silvery- 
-white lustrous ductile metallic element 
much used esp. in alloys; U.S. five-cent 
piece or kinds of Continental coin corre¬ 
sponding to English & French coppers; 
~ brass, alloy of copper, ~, & zinc; ~ 
silver, alloy like German silver; ~ steel, 
alloy of iron with ~. 2. v.t. Coat with ~. 
[abbr. of G kupfernickel copper-coloured 
ore f. which ~ was first got (kupfer 
copper, nickel demon, w. ref. to disap¬ 
pointing nature of ore, which yielded no 
copper); cf. cobalt ] 

nick-nack. See knick-knack. 
nlck'name, n., & v.t. 1. Name added to 
or substituted for person’s, place’s, or 
thing’s proper name; abbreviation or 
familiar form of Christian name. 2. v.t. 
Call (person or thing a ~), give ~ to, (some 
people are 7iever ~d; they ~ patience 
cowardice; Cumberland, Butcher). 
[15th c. neke-, orig. an eke‘-name, cf. 
NEWT] 

nico'tian (-shl-), a. & n. Of tobacco; (n.) 
smoker, [foil., -ian] 

nic'otin|e (-ten), n. Poisonous alkaloid 
extracted as oily liquid from tobacco. 
Hence ~isst(5) n., ~ize(5) v.t. [F (Nicot, 
introducer of tobacco into France, -ine6) ] 

nic'tate, nic'titate, w.i. Close & open 
the eyes, wink, chiefly in nict(it)ating 
membrane, third or inner eyelid of many 
animals. Hence nictA'TiON, nictitA'TiON, 
mi. [f. (med. L nictitare frequent, of) L 
niclare, -ate3] 

ni'cy, n. (nursery). Sweet, lollipop, [nice, 
-Y 3 ] 

nidamen'tal, a. Serving as receptacle for 

niggling 

ova in molluscs etc. (~ gland, capsule, 
ribbon), [f. L nidamentum (nidus, -ment)} 

nid(d)'ering, n. & a. (pseudo-arch.). Base 
or cowardly (person), [misreading of obs. 
nithingt. ON nlthingr; given currency by 
Scott] 

nid'dle-nod'dle, a., & v.i. & t. 1. Nod¬ 
ding, quivering, unsteady. 2. vb. Keep 
nodding (head, or intr.), totter, sway, [re- 
dupl. f. nod, -le(3) ] 

II nide, n. Brood of pheasants, [f. L nidus] 
nid'ificate, nid'ify, w.i. Build nest(s). 

So nidificA'TiON n. [f. L nidificare (nidus, 
-FY), -ATE3] 

nid-nod, v.i. & t. (-dd-). Keep nodding, 
[reduplicated f. nod ] 

nid'us, n. (pi. -di, -duses). Place in which 
insects etc. deposit eggs; place in which 
spores or seeds develop; place of origin 
or development for disease, or for some 
quality, doctrine, etc.; natural receptacle; 
collection of eggs, tubercles, etc. [L, see 
NEST] 

niece, n. One’s brother’s or sister’s 
daughter. [ME & OF nece, nice f. LL 
neptia (also nepta, neptis) niece f. L neptis 
granddaughter ] 

niell'o, n. (pi. -li pr. -le, -Ids). Black com¬ 
position for filling engraved lines in sil¬ 
ver or other metal; (specimen of) such 
ornamental work. Hence ~ed2 <-od) a. 
[It., f. neut. of L nigellus dim. of niger 
black ] 

Nier'steiner (nersti-), n. Rhenish wine 
from Nierstein. [G] 

Nietzsch'ean (nech-), a. & n. (Admirer, 
follower) of the German philosopher F. 
Nietzsche (d. 1900); (supporter) of his 
principles (see overman), [-an] 

•nif'ty, a. (si.). Spruce, smart, stylish; 
smelly. 

nigg'ard, n. & a. Stingy person, grudging 
giver of; (adj., rhet. & poet.) = foil. 
[ME, alt., by suf. substitution, f. earlier 
(obs.) nigon, perh. of Scand. orig.; cf. 
NIGGLE] 

nigg'ardlly, a. & adv. Parsimonious, 
stingy, sparing, scanty, giving or given 
grudgingly or in small amounts; hence 
~iness n.; (adv.) in ~y manner. [-ly‘> 2] 

nigg'er (-g-), n. Negro (usu. derog.; 
in the woodpile or fence, si., suspicious 

circumstance, something that spoils a 
good thing); work like a ~, toil very hard; 
(loosely) member of any dark-skinned 
people, e.g. E.-Indian, native Australian; 
~(-broum), dark shade of brown; ~ 
minstrel, see negro ; ~ melody, song, etc., 
such as prevail among American Negroes; 
~head, = negro-iirarf. Hence ~dom n. 
[18th c. alt. f. neger (16th c.) f. F nbgre f. 
Sp. negro negro] 

II nig'gle, v.i. Spend time, be over-elabo¬ 
rate, on petty details, [app. of Scand. 
orig.; cf. Norw. nigla] 

nigg'ling, a. Trifling, petty, lacking in 
breadth, largeness, or boldness of effect; 
(of handwriting) cramped. [-ing2J 
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nigh (ni), adv., prep., & a., (comp. & sup. 
formerly near, next, now ~er, •—es(, also 
as advr., prepp., & aa., cf. near1* 2). 
= near1’ 2 (arch., poet., or diai.). [OE 
neah, OS, OHG ndh, ON na-, Goth. 
nehwa; the oris?, comp. & superl. are repr. 
by near, next ; the forms ~er, ~est date 
f. 16th c.] 

night (nit), n. 1. Dark period between day 
& day, time from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. or from 
sunset to sunrise, darkness then pre¬ 
vailing', the dark, (also —'fall) end of 
daylight, weather or experiences or occu¬ 
pation of a (black, dark, as ~; went forth 
into the ~; the ~ of ignorance or barbarism; 
stayed three ~s with them; a dirty ~, 
stormy or rainy; have a good, bad, ~, 
sleep well or ill, bo comfortable or in pain, 
cf. good—; make a — of it, spend ~ in 
festivity; ~ out, festive evening, also 
evening on which servant is allowed out; 
~ & day, always, without cessation; all 
—, all ~ long, for the whole ~; by ~, 
during, under cover of, the ~; at ~, at 
~fall, in the evening, also added to the 
hours from 6 p.m. to midnight, cf. in 
the morning of hours 1-6 a.m.; cannot 
sleep o’ —s for thinking of)-, ~-, by, like, 
during, appropriate to, employed for, 
active in, the ~ (-veiled, -black, -walking, 
-haunted, brawl, -attire, lamp, -porter, 
-moth). 2. —bird, esp. owl or nightingale, 
also person esp. of disreputable character 
who goes about by ~; ~-blindness, 
nyctalopia; — -boat, passenger-boat cross¬ 
ing by ~; —'cap, worn in bed, also 
alcoholic drink taken before going to bed; 
II ~-cellar, underground drinkshop of low 
class; —-chair, = ~-stool; ~-clothes, worn 
in bed; <—club (open to members for 
dancing, supper, etc.); ~-dress, —gown 
(also—'y3 n., pr. nit'i), woman’s or child’s 
~ attire; flower, that opens at ~ & 
closes in the day; —glass, short telescope 
for ~ use at sea; —-hag, female demon 
riding the air at~, —mare; — -hawk, 
thieving or other nocturnal prowler; 
jar, the goat sucker-, —-light, short thick 
candle giving dim light through ~ for 
invalids etc.; —line, left with baited 
hooks to catch fish by — ; —-long, lasting 
through the ~; —'man, employed to re¬ 
move '—soil; ~'mare, female monster sit¬ 
ting upon & seeming to suffocate sleeper, 
incubus, oppressive or paralysing or 
terrifying or fantastically horrible dream 
(whence—'mariSH1 a.), also haunting fear 
or thing vaguely dreaded;~-piece, (paint¬ 
ing of) ~ scene or landscape; —school, 
providing instruction for workmen after 
day’s work; ~ season, = '—-time (poet., 
rhet.); •—shirt, boy’s or man’s long shirt 
for sleeping in; —-soil, contents of cess¬ 
pools etc. removed at <—; ~ -stool, close- 
-stool or commode for use at ~; —-suit, set 
of pyjamas; —-time, — as a state of things 
or opportunity (in the <•—time, by ~); <— 
-watch, (person or party keeping) watch by 

~, Hebrew or Roman division (one of 
three or four) of the ~ (in the — -watches, 
during the anxious, wearisome, wakeful, 
etc., ~); —-work, done, that must be done, 
by ~. Hence ■—'less (nit-) a. [OE neaht, 
niht, OS, OHG naht, ON nail, Goth, nahls 
f. Gmc *naht- cogn. w. L nox -ctis] 

night'ingale (nitingg-), n. Small reddish- 
-brown migratory bird singing melodiously 
& powerfully both by night & in the day. 
[OE nihtegaie (obs. nightgale), OS, OHG 
nahta-, nahtigala (night, galan sing); 
forms -in- f. 13th c. ] 

night'ly1 (nit-), a. Happening, done, 
existing, etc., in the night; happening 
every night; (poet.) of or suiting night. 
[OE nihtlic (night, -ly1)] 

night'ly2 (nit-), adv. Every night, [-ly2] 
night'shade (nit-), n. Kinds of plants, 
esp. black — with white flowers & black 
poisonous berries, woody ~ with purple 
flowers & bright red berries (also bitter¬ 
sweet), & deadly ~ or belladonna. [OE 
nihtscada, OHG nahtscato, app. f. night + 
SHADE] 

nigres'clent, a. Blackish. So ~ence n. 
[f. L nigrescere (niger black), -ent] 

nig'ritude, n. Blackness (lit. & fig.), [f. 
L nigritudo (prec., -tudb)] 

ni'hll Ad, rifm, pred. a. Irrelevant. [L] 
ni'hillism (ni'Il-, ni'hll-), n. Negative 
doctrines, total rejection of current 
beliefs, in religion or morals; (philos.) 
scepticism that denies all existence; 
doctrines of extreme revolutionary party 
in 19th-c. Russia finding nothing to ap¬ 
prove of in the constituted order of 
things. Hence ~ist(2) n., ~is'tic a. [f. L 
nihil nothing, -ISM] 

nihil'ity, n. Non-existence, nothingness; 
mere nothing, trifle, nuliity. [f. med. L 
nihilitas (prec., -ty)] 

nil, n. Nothing, no number or amount, 
(esp. in scoring at games etc., as three 
goals to ~); ~ admirari (admirar'1), atti¬ 
tude of being surprised at, or admiring, 
nothing, nonchalance. [L] 

nil'gai (-gi), n. Var. of nylghau. 
II nill, v.i., 3rd sing. pres, condit. Will Ae~ 

he, whether he likes it or not (now usu. 
willy-nilly). [OE ; obs. ne not, will1] 

Niiom'eter, n. Graduated pillar etc. 
showing height to which Nile rises, [f. 
Gk Neilometrion (-meter)] 

Nilot'ic, a. Of the Nile or Nile region or 
its inhabitants, [f. L f. Gk Neilotikos 
(Neilos Nile, -ot2, -ic)] 

nim'ble, a. Quick in movement, agile, 
swift, (the ~ shilling, or ninepence arch., 
circulating quickly); (of the mind etc.) 
versatile, clever, quick to apprehend, 
dextrous. Hence '—ness n., nim'bLY2 
adv. [f. OE numol f. niman take, -le (1)1 

nim'bus, n. (pi. -In, -buses). Bright cloud 
or halo investing deity or person or thing; 
bright disc or aureole round or over head 
of saint etc. in picture; (meteorol.) rain- 
-cloud. Hence —ed2 (-st) a. [L, = cloud] 
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nimi'ety, n. (rare). Excess, too much. [f. 
LL nimietas f. nimis too much, -ty] 

nim'iny-pim'iny, a. Affected, mincing, 
prim. [imit. ] 

Nim'rod, n. Great hunter or sportsman, 
[see Gen. 3^8, 9] 

ninc'ompoop, n. Simpleton, person 
without sense or character, ninny. [17th 
c. nicom-, of unkn. orig. ] 

nine, a. & n. 1. One more than eight, 9, 
ix, IX, (often agreeing with understood 
norm, as ~ of the men, ~ of them, ~ o’clock 
or cost ~ & six, will be ~ next birthday; 

o’clock wind, blowing from rifleman’s 
left hand; twenty— etc. or, not beyond ~ 
& ninety, ~ & twenty etc.; the N~, the 
Muses; — days’ wonder, novelty that 
attracts much attention but is soon for¬ 
gotten; ~ times out of ten, generally; 
possession is ~ points of the law; cat has ~ 
lives, see life).; || ~'pins, kinds of skittles; 
~ tenths, nearly the whole; hence ~'fold 
(-nf-) a. & ady. 2. n. The number ~; card 
of ~ pips; to the ~s, to perfection (esp. 
dressed up to the ~s, elaborately). [OE, 
OS nigon &c., f. Gmc *nigun, var. of 
*niwun (whence OHG, Goth, niun, ON 
niu); cogn. w. L novem] 

nine'teen' (-nt-), a. & n. One more than 
eighteen, 19, xix, XIX, (is nearly ~, years 
old; twice ~ is 38; a -sixpenny pair of 
shoes;~ to the dozen). Hence ~th - a. (—th 
hole, joc., golf-club’s bar) & n. [-teen] 

nine'tly (-nt-), a. & n. 1. Nine times ten, 
90, xc, XC, (~y-one etc., or one etc. & ~y; 
~y-first etc.; ~y-nine out of a hundred, 
nearly all); hence~leTH2 a. &n. 2. n. The 
number ~y; (pi.) the ~ies, degrees on 
thermometer etc., years of century or life, 
between 89 & 100. [-ty2] 

Nin'evite, n. Inhabitant of Nineveh, [f. 
LL Ninevita (Niniveh, -ite1)] 

ninn'y, n. Simpleton, fool, person of weak 
character or mind. [perh. for innocent] 

ninon (ne'nawh), n. Light-weight silk 
dress fabric. [F ] 

ninth, a. & n. 1. Next after eighth (on the 
~, day of month; ~ part, one of nine 
equal parts into which thing may be 
divided; ~ part of a man, tailor). 2. n. 
~ part; (mas.) interval of octave & 
second, [nine, -th2] 

ninth'ly, adv. In the ninth place (in enu¬ 
merations). [-LY2] 

Ni'obe, n. Inconsolable bereaved woman. 
Hence Niobe'AN a. [Gk (-e), woman 
turned to stone while weeping for slain 
children ] 

niob'lium, n. (chem.). A rare metallic 
element usu. found associated with tanta¬ 
lum. Hence ~ic (chem.), ~OUS (chem.), 
aa. [prec.,-ium; named 1845] 

nip1, v.t. & i. (-pp-), & n. 1. Pinch, 
squeeze sharply, bite; pinch off (bud 
etc.); check growth of (esp. ~ in the bud 1; 
lit. & flg.); (of cold) affect injuriously, 
pain, whence~p,lNQ2a.,~p,ingLY2 adv.; 
take up, out, etc., hurriedly or unob- 

nitre 

served; (si.) step etc. nimbly in(to), out, 
up, whence~p'y2 a., |i (also as n., colloq., 
P, waitress in a restaurant of Messrs 
J. Lyons & Co., Ltd). 2. n. Pinch, sharp 
squeeze, bite; sharp saying, sarcasm; 
(check to vegetation caused by) coldness 
of air. [14th c., rel. to obs. nipe f. MDu. 
nipen (Du. nijpen] 

nip2, n., & v.i. & t. (-pp-). Small quantity 
of spirits etc. as pick-me-up; (vb) take 
~s, take ~s of. [app. short f. 17th c. 
(obs.) nipperkin small measure, prob. of 
LG orig.; cf. LG, Du. nippen to sip] 

ni'pa (ne-, ni-), n. Kind of E.-Indian palm, 
[f. Malay nipah] 

nipp'er, n. In vbl senses of nip L 2; also or 
esp.: kinds of fish; || boy, lad, esp. coster¬ 
monger’s assistant or street arab; (pi.) 
implement with jaws for gripping or cut¬ 
ting, forceps, pincers, pliers, (often pair 
of ~s); (pi.) pince-nez; horse’s incisor 
tooth; crustacean’s claw, [-er1] 

nip'ple, n. Small projection in which 
mammary ducts terminate in mammal of 
either sex, teat, esp. on woman’s breast; 
cover for protecting woman’s teat while 
child sucks; teat of nursing-bottle; ~- 
like protuberance on skin, glass, metal, 
etc.; small rounded elevation on moun¬ 
tain; perforated projection of musket- 
-lock on which percussion-cap was placed; 
|] ~tsort, yellow-flowered weed. [16th c. 
also neble, nible, perh. dim. f. neb + -le(1)] 

Nipp'on, n. Japan. Hence Nippon'iAN 
a. [f. Dai ~, native name of Japan (lit. 
‘Great land of the rising sun ’)] 

nfrva'na (-vah-), n. Buddhist beatitude, 
i.e. extinction of individuality & absorp¬ 
tion into the supreme spirit. [Skr., f. 
nirva (nir, nis out +va to blow)] 

nis'i, conj. (legal). Unless (decree, order, 
rule, etc.,~, decree etc. valid unless cause 
is shown for rescinding it before ap¬ 
pointed time at which it is ‘made abso¬ 
lute ’; || ~ pri'us, hearing of civil causes 
by judges of assize, court-business of this 
kind). [L; ~ prius, unless previously, 
words from writ directing sheriff to pro¬ 
vide jury on certain day unless judges 
come sooner] 

Niss'en hut, n. Tunnel-shaped hut of 
corrugated iron with cement floor. 
[P. N. Nissen (d. 1930)] 

nit, n. Egg of louse or other parasitic in¬ 
sect. [OE hnitu, = MDu., MLG nete, 
OHG (h)niz) 

nit'5n, n. (Orig. name of) RADON, [f. L 
nitere to shine, after argon etc. ] 

nit'rate1, n. Salt given by combination 
of nitric acid with base, or compound 
made by interaction of nitric acid & alco¬ 
hol; (short for) potassium or sodium ~. 
[f. F, or NITRE +-ATE 2(3)] 

nitr|ate'2, v.t. Treat, combine, or im¬ 
pregnate, with nitric acid. Hence ~a'tion 
n. [foil., -ATE3] 

ni'tre (-er), n. Saltpetre, potassium ni¬ 
trate; cubic ~, sodium nitrate. [ME, f. 
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OF, f. L f. Gk nitron peril, of Oriental 
orig.] 

nit'ric, a. Of, containing, nitrogen; ~ 
acid, clear colourless pungent highly cor¬ 
rosive & caustic liquid, aquafortis, [f. F 
nitrique (prec., -IC) ] 

nit'ri|fy, v.t. Impregnate with nitrogen, 
turn into nitrous or nitric acid. So ~FiCAf 
tion n. [f. F nitrifier (nitre, -fy)] 

nit'rite, n. Compound of base or alcohol 
with nitrous acid, [nitre, -ite1^)] 

nitro-, comb, form of Gk nitron nitre, 
= of, containing, made with or by use 
of, nitric acid or nitroxyl or nitre or 
nitrogen; ~-a'cid, compound of nitric 
with organic acid: ~-com’pound (made 
by action of nitric acid); <■—explos'ive 
(prepared by means of nitric acid); 
~-gly'cerin(e), yellowish oily violently ex¬ 
plosive liquid made by adding glycerine 
to mixture of nitric & sulphuric acids; 
~-powd’er, gunpowder made with nitric 
acid; '—sulphur’ic, formed by mixture 
of nitric & sulphuric acids; nilrbx'yl, 
chemical grouping of nitrogen & oxygen, 

nit'rogen, n. Colourless tasteless scent¬ 
less gas forming four-fifths of atmosphere. 
Hence nitro'genous a. [f. F nitrogine. 
See NITRE, -GEN(l) ] 

nit'rous, a. Of, like, impregnated with, 
nitre (~ acid, containing less oxygen than 
nitric acid; ~ oxide, gas used as anaes¬ 
thetic, laughing-gas). [f. L nitrosus 
(nitre, -ods); later f. F nitreux] 

nit'wit, n. A person of little intelligence. 
Hence ~tED2 a. [cf. U.S. si. nit none] 

II nix1, int. (si.) giving warning to con¬ 
federates etc. that master etc. is ap¬ 
proaching. [orig. unkn.] 

nix2, n. (fem. ~'fe). Water-elf. [G (fern. 
nixe), cogn. w. obs. nicker (OE nicor)] 

nix3, n. (si.). Nothing, [f. colloq. Du.niks, 
G nix, (for nichts)] 

Nizam' (-ahm), n. Former title of ruler 
of Hyderabad; (man, men, of) Turkish 
regular army. [Hind. & Turk., f. Arab. 
niddm order, arrangement] 

no1, a. 1. Not any (no circumstances could 
justify it; no date, abbr. n.d., = undated, 
in library lists etc. (of books, letters, etc.); 
no song no supper, you must sing first; 
no end1; by no mean1®). 2. Not a, quite 
other than a, (service of no honourable 
kind; is no part of my plan; is no genius); 
hardly any (is no distance; did it in no 
time); there is etc. no —ing, none is etc. 
possible (there’s no accounting for tastes; 
there was no mistaking what he meant). 
3. Imperfect substitute for, absence of, 
(often no-; these opinions or rather no 
opinions; his faith or no-faith). 4. (In 
ellipt. sentences) we will not have any, 
let there not be any, there is not any, 
(no Popery, surrender, etc., whence no- 
-Popery riots, a no-confidence vote, etc.; 
now no mistake, understand me clearly; 
& no mistake 1; no cards, no flowers, 
invitations to funeral are not being sent 

no 

out, floral tributes are not desired; no 
doubt1; no fear1; no wonder1). 5. No 
ball, unlawfully delivered ball in cricket, 
umpire’s announcement of this, (vb, 
no-ball) pronounce (bowler) to have 
bowled no ball; no-being, non-existence; 
no'body, no person (everybody’s business 
is nobody’s business; nobody ever did his, 
or irreg. their, work better), (w. pi.) person 
of no importance, authority, or position; 
no bon (army si.), no good; no go2 ; no'lioiv, 
in no way, by no means, (now chiefly 
dial.), be, feel, look, etc., nohoiv, out of 
order, out of sorts; no man, no person 
(no man’s land, piece of waste, unowned, 
or debatable ground, esp. mil. the space 
between opposed trenches); no meaning, 
nonsense; no one, no person, (also, as adj.) 
no single (no one man could lift it); no 
side (football), (referee’s announcement 
of the) end of the game; no thoroughfare, 
notice that path, street, etc., is closed at 
other end, or that entrance is not per¬ 
mitted, (also) such path; no trump(s) 
(bridge), declaration, bid, involving 
playing without a trump suit; no- 
-trumper, hand on which a no-trump bid 
can be, or has been, made; no’way(s), 
no'raise, in no manner, not at all; no- 
whence, no’whither, from, to, no place; no 
whit, not at all (usu. w. compar.). [for 
none, orig. only before consonants] 

no2, adv. (Alw. as alternative after or) not 
(usu. whether or no, in either case, also tell 
me whether or no; pleasant or no, it is true). 
[prob. f. prec. by extension of adj. use 
as in whether there be any church or no 
(church)} 

n53, adv. 1. (Alw. with compar.) by no 
amount, not at all, (no better than before; 
is no better than she should be, is not quite 
respectable; no sooner had he said it than, 
as soon as he had said it; no sooner said 
than done; no LONG 1er). 2. No less (than), 
as much (n., a., adv.) or many (as) (gave me 
£50, no less, no less than £50; no less than 
ten people have told me; did it no less for 
my warning; is no less than a scandal; a no 
less fatal victory). 3. No more, (n.) nothing 
further (have no more to say; want no more 
of it; often ellipt. for say no more or let us 
have no more of it); (adj.) not any more (no 
more urine?); (adv.) no longer (is no more, 
is dead or passed away), never again, to 
no greater extent (is no more a lord than I 
am; could no more help laughing than I 
could fly), just as little, neither, (you did 
not come, no more did he). [OE na, see 
NATHLESS ] 

no1, particle equivalent to negative sen¬ 
tence, & n. (pi. noes). 1. The answer to 
your question is negative, your request or 
command will not be complied with, the 
statement made or course intended or 
conclusion arrived at is not correct or 
satisfactory, (no, nor, form for substitut¬ 
ing stronger phrase, as a man could not 
lift it, no, nor half a dozen). 2. n. The 
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word no, a denial or refusal, (two noes 
make a yes; will not take no for an answer, 
persists in spite of refusals); (pi.) voters 
against a motion (the noes have it, are in a 
majority), [as prec.] 

n5% noil, n. Kind of (orig. religious) 
Japanese drama with dance & song. 
[Jap.] 

Noach'ian, Noach'ic, (-k-), aa. Of Noah 
or his time. [Noach = Noah, -ian] 

No'ah {-a), n. Hebrew patriarch; ~’s ark, 
in which ~, his family, & animals were 
saved (Gen. vi), imitation of it as child’s 
plaything, large or cumbrous or old- 
-fashioned trunk or vehicle, small bivalve, 
detached fragment of flying cloud; ~’s 
nightcap, the plant eschscholtzia (w. ref. 
to conical bud-sheaths). 

nob1, n., & v.t. (si.; -bb-). Head; (crib- 
bage) knave of same suit as turn-up (one 
for his ~, point scored by holder of this); 
(vb, boxing) hit on the head. [perh. var. 
of knob ] 

nob2, n. (si.). Member of upper classes. 
[Sc. form (f. 18th c.) knabb, nab. orig. 
unkn. ] 

I! nob'ble, v.t. (si.). Tamper with (race¬ 
horse) to prevent its winning; secure par¬ 
tiality of by underhand means; get hold 
of (money etc.) dishonestly; catch (crimi¬ 
nal). [orig. unkn.] 

nobb'y, a. (si.). Suitable for a nob2, smart, 
elegant. [-Y2 ] 

Nobel' prize, n. One of the annual 
prizes (for physics, chemistry, medicine, 
literature, & the promotion of peace) 
awarded from the bequest of Alfred 
Nobel (d. 18&5), Swedish inventor of 
dynamite. 

nobil'iary (-lyo-), a. Of (the) nobility (~ 
particle, preposition, as French de, Ger¬ 
man von, prefixed to title; ~ pride, rank, 
etc.), [f. F nobiliaire (noble, -ajry)] 

nobil'ity.n. Noble character, mind, birth, 
or rank; the or a class of nobles. [ME, f. 
OF -He or L nobilitas (foil., -ty)] 

no'ble, a. & n. 1. Illustrious by rank, title, 
or birth, belonging to tho nobility; of 
lofty character or ideals (so ~-mind'ED2 
a., ~-mind'edNESS n.); showing great¬ 
ness of character, magnanimous, morally 
elevated; splendid, magnificent, stately, 
imposing, impressive, in appearance; 
excellent, admirable, (a ~ horse, cellar, 
etc.); (of metals such as gold, silver, 
platinum) resisting chomical action, not 
corroding or tarnishing in air or water, 
not easily attacked by acids; mm», 
peer; ~woman, woman of ~ birth or 
rank; hence ~ness n., nob'LY2 adv. 2. n. 
~man; obsolete coin, usu. 6/8. [ME, f. 
OF, f. L nobilis (noscere know, -ble)] 

nohlSsse', n. Tho class of nobles (esp. 
of a foreign country); ~ oblige (oblczh'), 
privilege entails responsibility. [F ] 

nock1, n., & v.t. 1. Notch at ends of bow 
for holding string; notch(ed horn tip) of 
arrow for receiving bowstring. 2. v.t. Set 
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(arrow) on string. [14th c., prob. rel. to 
folk ] 

nock2, n. Forward upper corner of some 
sails, [f. MLG nock, MDu. nocke] 

n5ct|(l)-, comb, form of L nox noctis night 
— by night, as Milant night-walking, 
^Iftoi'ous night-flowering, ~iluc'a phos¬ 
phorescent animalcule, ~lv'agant, ~iv’a- 
gous, night-wandering, 

noc'tule, n. Largest British species of bat. 
[F, f. It. nottola bat] 

noctutn'al, a. Of, in, done by, active in, 
the night, [f. LL (-alls) f. L noctumus 
(NOCT-), -AL] 

noc'turne, n. Dreamy musical piece; 
(paint.) night-scone. [F, cf. prec. ] 

nod, v.i. & t. (-dd-), & n. 1. Incline head 
slightly & quickly in salutation lading 
acquaintance, very slight one with person 
or subject), assent, or command; let head 
fall forward in drowsiness, be drowsy, 
make sleepy mistake (Homer sometimes 
'—s, the best of us may be dull or make a 
slip); (of buddings etc., also fig.) incline 
from perpendicular (esp. ~s to its fall); (of 
plumes) dance up & down; incline (head); 
signify (assent etc.) by ~. 2. n. ~ding of 
the head; this as sign of absolute power 
(the empire uas at or dependent on his ~); 
land of Nod, sleep (with ref. to phr. in 
Gen. iv. 16). [ME nodde, orig. unkn.] 

nod'dle1, n. (colloq.). Head, pate. [15th 
c. nodle, orig. unkn. ] 

nod'dle2, v.t. Nod or wag (head), [nod, 
-le(3) ] 

nodd'y, n. Simpleton, noodle; tropical 
sea-bird. [16th c., goes w. obs. noddy adj. 
sdly, of unkn. orig. ] 

node, n. Knob on root or branch; point at 
which leaves spring; hard tumour esp. 
on gouty or rheumatic joint; intersecting 
point of planet’s orbit & ecliptic or of two 
great circles of celestial sphere, whence 
nSd'lCAL a.; point or line of rest in vi¬ 
brating body; central point in system; 
point at which curve crosses itself. Hence 
nSd'AL a. [f. L nodus] 

nodose', a. Knotty, knobbed, [f. L no- 
dosus (NODUS, -OSE1)] 

nodos'ity, n. Knottiness; knot, protuber¬ 
ance. [f. LL nodositas (prec., -ty)] 

nod'ul|e, n. Small rounded lump of any¬ 
thing ; small node in plant; small knotty 
tumour, ganglion. Hence ~Ali1, ~ated 
[-ate 2 ], ~ose l, ~ous, aa., ~a'tion n. [f. L 
nodulus (foil., -ule)] 

nod'us, n. (pi. -di). Knotty point, diffi¬ 
culty, complication in plot of story etc. 
[L, = knot] 

N5el'. = nowel. 
nofit'ic, a. & n. 1. Of the intellect; purely 
intellectual or abstract; given to intellec¬ 
tual speculation. 2. n. (Sing, or pi.) science 
of the intellect, [f. Gk noetikos (noetos f. 
noeo apprehend, -ic)] 

nog1, n., & v.t. (-gg-). 1. Pin, peg, small 
block, of wood; snag or stump on tree. 
2. v.t. Secure with ~s; build in form of 
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(brick-, concrete, stone-) ~g,iN01 (-g-) n., 
i.e. brickwork etc. in timber frame, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

II nog2, n. Kind of strong beer brewed in 
E. Anglia, [orig. unkn.] 

nogg'in (-g-), n. Small mug; small 
measure, usu. i pint, of liquor, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

noil, n. (Sing, or pi.) short wool-combings, 
[orig. unkn. ] 

noise (-z), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Loud outcry, 
clamour, shouting, din of voices & move¬ 
ments; any sound, esp. loud or harsh or 
undesired one, whence ~'i.ess a., ~'less- 
ly2 adv., ~'lessNESs n., (-zl-); big ~ (col- 
loq., orig. U.S.), person of importance; 
make a~, lit., also talk or complain much 
about, also be much talked of, attain no¬ 
toriety in the world. 2. vb. Make public, 
spread abroad, (person’s fame, fact; it teas 

abroad that—); (rare) make ~. [ME, f. 
OF noise, = Prov. nausa, f. L nausea] 

noisette1 (nwahzGt'), n. Kind of rose, 
cross between China & musk. IN~, 
grower, 1817] 

noisette2 (as prec.), n. (Usu. pi.) small 
piece(s) of meat cooked in certain way. 
[F] 

nois'ome, a. Harmful, noxious; ill- 
-smelling; objectionable, offensive. Hence 
~ness n. [ME; obs. noy for annoy n., 
-some ] 

nois'|y (-z-), a. Clamorous, turbulent; full 
of, making much, noise; (of colour, 
costume, literary style) loud, conspicu¬ 
ous, violent, glaring. Hence ~iLY2 adv., 
~1NESS U. [-Y2] 

nolens vol'Sns (-z), adv. Willy-nilly, 
perforce. [L part. = unwilling, willing] 

not'l me t&n' gere(-)-), n. Erosiveulcer(s), 
lupus; warning against meddling or 
approach (carries a ~ in his face; a ~ 
manner); picture of Christ as he appeared 
to Magdalen at sepulchre (John xx. 17). 
[L, = touch me not] 

II noil, n. (now dial.). (Crown of) head. 
[OE knoll, corresp. to MDu. nolle, OHG 
(h)nol, nolle point, summit, hill, obsc. rel. 
to KNOLL] 

noll'e pros'egui, n. (legal). Relinquish¬ 
ment by plaintiff or prosecutor of (part 
of) his suit, stay of proceedings, entry of 
it on record. [L, = to refuse to pursue] 

nolo &piscopar'i, n. (Formula express¬ 
ing) avoidance of responsible office. [LL, 
= I do not wish to be a bishop] 

nom'ad (also n5-), n. & a. (Member of 
tribe) roaming from place to place for 
pasture; wanderer, wandering. Hence or 
cogn. nomad'ic a., nomad'iCALLY adv., 
~ISM(2) n., ~ize(2) v.i. [f. L f. Gk nomas 
-ados (nemo to pasture)] 

ndm'ade. Var. (now rare) of prec. 
nom (le guerre (see Ap.), n. Pseudonym, 
sobriquet, assumed name under which 
person fights, plays, writes, etc. [F, 
= war-name] 

worn de plume (see Ap.), n. Writer’s 

pseudonym, title or initials or borrowed 
name under which he writes, [formed in 
E of F words = pen-name on anal, of 
prec. ] 

nom'enclator, n. Slave or client in an¬ 
cient Rome charged with naming persons 
met, usher assigning places at banquet, 
(also in mod. use with ref. to these 
senses); giver or inventor of names, esp. 
in nat.-hist. classification. [L (nomen 
name, calare call, -or) ] 

nom'encl|ature, n. Catalogue, register, 
(now rare); person’s or community’s 
system of names for things; terminology 
of a science etc.; systematic naming. So 
~ATivEa. [f. L nomenclatura (prec., -ure)] 

nom'inal, a. Of, as, like, a noun (~ & 
verbal roots); of, in, names (~ & essential 
distinctions; ~ definition, statement of 
all marks connoted in name of concept); 
existing in name only, not real or actual, 
(~ real price, ruler-, ~ sum, rent, etc., 
virtually nothing), whence ~ly2 adv.; 
consisting of, giving, the names (~ list 
of officers etc.; ~ roll), [f. L nominalis f. 
nomen -inis name; see -AL ] 

nom'inallism, n. (philos.). Doctrine that 
universals or abstract concepts are mere 
names (opp. realism). So ~ist(2) n., -fis¬ 
tic a. [f. F nominalisme (prec., -ism)] 

nom'inatle, v.t. Call by the name of, 
mention by name, name or appoint (date, 
place), (now rare); appoint, propose for 
election, to office (a board of six ~ed & six 
elected members', the candidates were ~ed 
today), whence or cogn. ~or, nominEE', 

nn. [f. L nominare (nominal), -ate3] 
nomina'tion, n. In vbl senses; also, right 

of nominating for appointment (have a ~ 
at your service). [ME, f. OF, or L nomin- 
atio (prec., -ation)] 

nom'inative, a. & n. 1. (Case) used as or 
in agreement with subject of verb, (~ 
absolute, construction like Latin ablative 
absolute, as this being so, I did nothing); 
of this case (~ ending, form); word in this 
case, (loosely) subject (of verb); hence 
nominativ'AX a. 2. (pr. -atlv). Of, ap¬ 
pointed by, nomination (the ~ <£■ the 
elective principles, members). [ME, f. OF 
(-if, -ive) or L nominativus (nominate, -ive) ] 

nSn, Latin adv. = not, forming part of 
phrases : ~ assump'sit (he did not under¬ 
take), plea that defendant made no pro¬ 
mise ; ~ com'pbs (m&n’tls), (not master of 
his mind), lunatic, mad, (legal, & in gen. 
use); ~ dss'e (not to be), non-existence; 
~ 6st Inven'tus (he has not been found), 
~ fist, or ~ inven'tus, sheriff’s statement, 
in returning writ, that defendant is not 
to be found in his bailiwick (legal, & 
transf. in gen. use); ~ llquit (it is not 
clear), jury’s verdict in doubtful case de¬ 
ferring matter to another day; ~ nob'is 
(not unto us; Ps. cxv), formula attribut¬ 
ing victory etc. not to oneself but to God, 
song of rejoicing; ~ pla'cU (it does not 
please), negative vote in ecclesiastical or 
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university assemblies (also as v.t., throw 
out); ~ plus ul'tra, — ne plus ultra ; ~ 
pdss'Umus (we cannot), statement of in¬ 
ability, refusal to act or move; ~ si'quUur 
(it does not follow), illogical inference, 
paradoxical result. 

non-, pref. (AF noun- = OF non-, nom- 
(mod. F non-), f. prec.) now freely pre¬ 
fixed : 1. Usu. to vbl n. giving neg. vbl n. 
corresp. to not w. parent vb, = failure to 
do, abstention from doing, or rarely to 
other n. giving neg. abstract n. corresp. 
to not w. connected adj.; —-accep'lance; 
—ac’cess, impossibility of access for 
sexual intercourse (in questions of pater¬ 
nity); acquirin'lance; ~ -appear’ ance 
(esp. in court as party or witness); ~- 
-atten'dance; —-claim, failure to make 
claim within legal time; —-commitl'al, 
avoidance of committing oneself to de¬ 
finite course or either side (usu. attrib., as 
~-committal answer)-, —-compli'ance; — 
-co-opera'lion (Indian pol.), refusal or 
failure to co-operate (with the British); 
— -feas'ance (-z-; legal), omission of act 
that ought to have been done; —-inter- 
fer'ence, -interven'tion, principle or prac¬ 
tice, esp. in politics & international 
affairs, of keeping aloof from others’ dis¬ 
putes ; —-intru'sion (Church of Scotland), 
principle that patron shall not thrust 
unacceptable minister on congregation; 
—-join'der (legal), omission of partner etc. 
to join another as party to suit; '-'-pay¬ 
ment; —-percep'lion; -'-perform'ance; — 
-resis'tance (hist.), 17th-c. principle that 
authority must not be resisted even if un¬ 
justly exercised; —success'; —us'aye; — 
-use'; —-us'er (legal), neglect to use a 
right, by which it may become void. 2. 
To n. of designation, giving n. (occas. w. 
derivatives) = person, thing, or all, that 
is not the thing specified; ~-abstain'er, 
one who does not abstain (esp. from 
liquor); —-eg'o (metaphys.), all that is not 
the conscions self, the object as opposed 
to the subject; —mem'ber (so —memL 
bership); •—met'at (esp. chem. = element 
that is not a metal; so —metall'ic). 3. To 
attrib. n., giving adj. (occas. w. deriva¬ 
tives) that can only be used attributively, 
= unconnected with, not involving; 
~-jur'y, tried without jury; —part'y, 
that may be dealt with irrespective 
of political partisanship; —skid', (of 
tires) safe against skidding; —soci'ety, 
-un’ion (also ■—un'ionist), not belonging 
to a workman’s society or trade union; 
—-stop', (of trains, buses, etc.) not 
stopping at intermediate stations, halts, 
etc., (of journey) made without a stop, 
(n.) —stop train, bus, or run, (adv.) 
without a stop. 4. To adj. (usu. parti¬ 
cipial in -ant, -ent, -ing, -ate, -ed), giving 
adj. (& occas. n. or derivatives) = not-; 
—belli'gerent a. & n., (country) taking no 
active part in war; —coUe'giate, (student) 
not belonging to a college, (of universities) 
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without colleges; —-com'balant, (person, 
esp. in the fighting services, e.g. surgeon, 
chaplain, ambulance man) who has not to 
fight, civilian; —-commi'ssioned, not hold¬ 
ing commission (esp. of army officers such 
as sergeant, corporal, abbr. N.C.O. or non- 
-com.);—-commun’icant, (person) who does 
not attend the communion service; ~- 
-conduc’ling, that will not conduct heat or 
electricity (so — -conduc'tor, ^-conducting 
medium or substance; —conduetibil'ily); 
II —’-content, voter against motion in 
House of Lords; —-essen'tial a. & n.; 
—-Euclid’can, denying or dispensing with 
any of the assumptions of Euclid’s geo¬ 
metry ; —-exis'tent, -exis’tence; —flamm¬ 
able, (of flannelette etc.) not inflammable; 
—-jur'ing, -jur'or, (joor-; hist.), (beneflced 
clergyman) who refused oath of allegiance 
to William & Mary; —-nuclear, (of war¬ 
fare, weapons, etc.) conventional; — 
-off ice-holding etc.; II —provid'ed, (of 
schools) other than provided. 5. To adj. 
requiring a neutral negative form free 
from some special sense, usu. of con¬ 
demnation, attached to the compd in in-, 
un-, = not coming under the description 
of, not; —-effec’tive, (soldier, sailor) not 
qualified for active service (cf. ineffect¬ 
ive); —-hum'an, not belonging to human 
race (cf. inhuman); —-lo'gical, proceeding 
by other means than logic (cf. illogical) ; 
—-mo'ral, unconcerned with morality (cf. 
immoral) ; —na'tural, deviating from the 
natural order (cf. unnatural). 6. To adv., 
as —-conten'tiously. 

nOn'age, n. Being under age, minority; 
immaturity, early stage. [ME, f. OF 
(prec., age)] 

ndnagenar'ian, a. & n. (Person) between 
89 & 100 years old. [f. L nonagenarius 
(nonageni 90 each, -ary1), -ian] 

non'ary, a. & n. (Arith., of scale3 of 
notation) having nine as basis; (n.) group 
of nine. [f. L nonarius (nanus ninth, 
-ARY1)] 

nonce, n. Time being, present occasion, 
(only in for the —); —-word, coined for 
one occasion. [ME to, *for, then anes 
= (for) the once, cf. newt] 

non'challant (-sh-), a. Unexcited, un¬ 
moved, cool, indifferent. Hence ~ance 
n., ~antLY2 adv. [F, part, of nonchaloir 
(non-, L calere be warm)] 

nonconfdrm'ist, n. One who does not 
conform to doctrine or discipline of an 
established Church, esp. member of sect 
dissenting from Anglican Church (usu. 
not including Roman Catholics), protes- 
tant dissenter (the — conscience, opinions 
as to right & wrong prevalent among ~s 
esp. as affecting their political attitude). 
[non-(2)] 

ndnconfdbm'ity, n. Principles, practice, 
the body, of nonconformists, protestant 
dissent; failure to conform (to rule etc.); 
want of correspondence between things. 
[NON-(2)] 
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non'descript, a. & n. (Person, thing) not 
easily classified, neither one thing nor 
another, hybrid. [non-(4), L descriptus 
(DESCRIBE)] 

none (nun), pron., a., & adv. 1. Not any 
of ('—' of them came; ~ of them is, or are, acc. 
to sense required; ~ of this concerns me; 
~ of your impudence!); no person, no one, 
(now rare;~ can tell)', no persons (— but 
fools have ever believed it). 2. adj. (rarely 
with noun; usu. ellipt. = no with refer¬ 
ence defined by noun previously used or 
shortly to follow). No, not any, not to be 
counted in specified class, (make of ~ 
effect, arch.; you have money <£■ I have ~ ; 
he is ~ of my friends, ~ of your canting 
hypocrites; his understanding is ~ of the 
clearest; this is ~ other but the house of 
God; seeking rest & finding ~; if a linguist 
is wanted, I am ~; ivould rather have 
a bad reputation than ~ at all; poetry we 
have almost ~). 3. adv. By no amount, not 
at all, (w. the & comparat., so, or too-, am 
~ the better for it; ~ the less, — NEVERf/ie- 
less ; are ~ so fond of him; the pay is ~ loo 
high). [OE nan (me not, one)] 

nonen'tity, n. 1. (n6n-). Non-existence, 
non-existent thing, figment. 2. (non-). 
Person or thing of no importance, cipher. 
[NON-(2) ] 

nSnes, n. pi. 1. (Rom. ant.). Ninth day by 
inclusive reckoning before ides, i.e. 7th 
of Mar., May, July, Oct., & 5th of other 
months. 2. (eccl.). Daily office orig. said at 
ninth hour or 3 p.m. [sense 1 f. OF nones 
or L nonae, sense 2 pi. of rare none f. L 
nona, (nonus ninth); cf. NOON] 

nonesuch. See nonsuch. 

ndnet', n. (mus.). Composition for nine 
instruments or voices, [f. It. nonetto 
(nono ninth f. L nonus)] 

nonill'ion (-yon), n. || Ninth power of 
million, 1 with 54 ciphers, [see nonary, 

billion] 

non'ius, n. Contrivance for graduating 
mathematical instruments, of which the 
vernier is an improved form, [latinized 
from Nunes, Portuguese inventor] 

nonpareil' (-rSl), a. & n. Unrivalled or 
unique (person, thing); (print.) size of 
type ; kinds of comfit, apple, bird, wheat, 
moth, etc. [F (non-, pareil equal, f. L par] 

nonplus', n., & v.t. (-ss-). 1. State of per¬ 
plexity, standstill, (usu. at a~, perplexed, 
reduce etc. to a ~). 2. v.t. Reduce to hope¬ 
less perplexity, [f. L non plus not more] 

non-res'id|ent (-z-), a. & n. (Clergyman) 
not residing where his duties require him, 
absentee (incumbent); (person) sojourn¬ 
ing in place only for short time or residing 
elsewhere. So~ENCEn. [non-(2)] 

non'sense, n. & int. 1. Absurd or mean¬ 
ingless words or ideas, foolish or extrava¬ 
gant conduct; arrangement etc. that one 
disapproves of. 2. int. You are talking or 
proposing ~, it surely cannot be true, 
etc. 3. ~-book, meant to amuse by ab¬ 
surdity; ~ verses, having no sense or an 

absurd one. Hence nonsen'siCAL a., 
nonsfin'sicalLY2 adv. ]non-(2)] 

non'such, none'such (nuns-), n. Person 
or thing that is unrivalled, paragon; kind 
of lucerne, [none, such, usu. now assim. 
to NON-] 

non'suit (-ut), n., & v.t. 1. Stoppage of 
suit by judge when plaintiff fails to make 
out legal case or bring sufficient evidence. 
2. v.t. Subject (plaintiff) to ~. [ME, f. AF 
no(u)nsuit (NON-(l), SUIT)] 

non'us. See primus1. 

noo'dle1, n. Simpleton. Hence ~dom n. 
[orig. unlcn.] 

noo'dle2, n. Strip of dough made of flour 
& eggs, dried & used in soups, [f. G 
nudel] 

nook, n. Out-of-the-way comer, recess, 
secluded place. [ME, of unkn., prob. 
Scand., orig.] 

noon, n. Twelve o’clock in the day, mid¬ 
day; ~’day, ~'tide, midday. [OE non, 
= ON ndn; cf. OS, OHG, ON nona, f. L 
nona (flora) ninth hom1; orig. = 3 p.m.] 

noose, n., & v.t. 1. Loop with running 
knot, tightening as rope or wire is pulled, 
esp. in snare, lasso, or hangman’s halter; 
the marriage tie; snare or bond. 2. v.t. 
Capture with ~, ensnare; make ~ on 
(cord); arrange (cord) in~ round neck etc. 
[late ME nose, perh. f. OF nous f. L nodus 
knot] 

nop'al, n. American cactus grown in 
plantations for breeding cochineal. Hence 
~RY(3) n. [Sp., f. Mex. nopalli cactus] 

nor (ndr, nor), adv. & conj. 1. (arch.). 
Neither (as the first nor in ~ gold ~ silver). 
2. conj. And not, & no more, neither, & 
not either, (had neither arms ~ provisions; 
not a man ~ a child was to be seen; I said 
I had not seen it, ~ had I; all that is true, 
~ must we forget; also poet. & arch. w. 

omission of preceding neither or ~, as thou 
~ I have made the world), [contr. f. obs. 

nolher (OE nd see nathless, whether)] 

nor’-. Shortened form of north. 

Nord'ic, a. (ethnol.). Of the tall blond 
dolichocephalic people found in northern 
Europe esp. in Scandinavia (of more 
limited application than Teutonic), [f. F 
nordicpje, f. nord north, see -ic] 

Norf'olk (-ok), n. English county (|| ~ 
capon, red herring; || ~ dumpling, turkey, 
inhabitant or native of ~ ; ~ jacket, man’s 
loose jacket with waistband; ~ plover, 
stone-curlew). 

II norl'and, n. Northern region, [for 
northland ] 

norm, n. Standard, pattern, type. [f. L 
norma carpenter’s square] 

ndrm'al, a. & n. 1. (Geom.) standing at 
right angles, perpendicular; conforming 
to standard, regular, usual, typical; ~ 
school, for training teachers; hence nor- 
mal'iTY (also irreg. ~cy) n., ~ize(3) v.t., 
~Iza'tion n., ~ly2 adv. 2. n. (Geom.) ~ 
line; (phys.) average or mean of observed 
quantities; usual state, level, etc.. 
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~ temperature (98-4° F.) of human body, 
[f. L normalis (prec., -al)] 

Norm'an, n. & a. 1. Inhabitant or na¬ 
tive of Normandy, descendant of mixed 
Scandinavian & Frankish race there 
established; = ~ French below; = ~ style 
below. 2. adj. Of the ~s (~ Conquest, of 
England by ~s 1066; ~ English, English 
as spoken or influenced by ~s; ~ French, 
French as spoken by ~s or later in 
English law-courts; ~ style in architec¬ 
ture, whence ~esque', pr. -esk, a.); hence 
~ism(2, 4) n.,~iZE(3, 4) v.t. & i., ~Iza'tion 

n. [f. OF Normans pi. f. Gmc *NORTH»raan] 
Nobn, n. One of the female fates of Scan¬ 
dinavian mythology. [ON, orig. unkn.] 

I! No'rroy, n. Third kino of Arms, with 
jurisdiction north of the Trent. [ME, f. 
AF nor- north +rey, roy king] 

Norse, n. & a. 1. The Norwegian language 
(Old~, language of Norway & its colonies 
down to 14th c.). 2. adj. Norwegian, of 
Norway, so ~'land, ~’man. [f. Du. 
noorsch (noord north, -ish1)] 

Norsk, n. & a. = prec. [Seand.] 
ndrth, adv., n., & a., (abbr. N.; in compp. 

& deriw. often shortened to nor’-). 1. 
Towards or in the region lying to right of 
observer on equator at equinox who faces 
setting sun (~ by east etc.; ~ of, further 
~ than; due 1 ~; lies etc. ~ south, 
lengthwise along line running between ~ 
& south); ~-east', ~-west', (abbr. NE., 
NW.), adw., nn., & aa., (regions) midway 
between ~ & east, west, ~-~-eosT, ~-~- 
-west', (abbr. NNE., NNW.), adw., nn., 
& aa., (regions) midway between ~ & 
-east, —west, (with uses & derivatives 
corresponding to those of north', so esp. 
~-east'erly, -west’efly, -east'ern, -west'em, 
-east'ward, -west'ward, -east’wardly, -west- 
wardly, see northerly etc.; —east, — 
-west, passage, passages for ships along 
northern coasts of Europe & Asia, north¬ 
ern coast of America, formerly thought 
of as possible routes to E., & from At¬ 
lantic to Pacific; the N-—west, = NW. 
territories of Canada); hence~' ward adv., 
n., & a., wards adv. & n. 2. n. Cardinal 
point lying ~ {magnetic~, point indicated 
by ~ end of compass-needle); northern 
part of England (beyond Humber), Great 
Britain, Scotland, Ireland, or Europe; 
•northern States in which slavery did not 
exist; northern part of any country; ~ 
wind. 3. adj. Situated, dwelling, in or 
more towards the ~ (2V— Germany, Wales, 
America-, ~ latitude', ~ pole2, whence 
.—pSl'AR a.; ~ transept); facing ~ (~ 
window, aspect); coming from the ~ (~ 
wind; ~ light, esp. as desired by painters 
& factory designers); 2V~ Britain, Scot¬ 
land (abbr. N.B. in addresses); Briton, 
Scot; || ~ country, ~ part of England 
or Great Britain {-—coun'tryman, native 
of northern England; ~-coun'try, from 
or characteristic of ~ country); N~'land 
(poet.), northern lands, northern part of 

a country; ~ light, Aurora Borealis; 
N~’man, native of Norway or Scandi¬ 
navia ;N~ Sea, between Britain, Nether¬ 
lands, Germany, & Scandinavia; N~ 
star, pole ‘‘-star. [OE, OS north, OHG 
nort, ON northr] 

n6rth-east'er, nor-,n. NE.wind. [-er1] 
•ndtth'er, n. Strong cold north wind 
blowing in autumn & winter over Texas, 
Florida, & Gulf of Mexico, [-er1] 

noFth'erly (-dh-), a. & adv. = foil, (rare); 
(of direction) towards the north; (of wind) 
blowing from the north or thereabouts, 
[f. NORTH as EASTERLY] 

nobth'ern (-dh-), a. & n. 1. Living or 
situated in, coming from, the north esp. 
of England or Europe; *of the north ; (of 
wind) northerly (rare); characteristic of 
the north (a pallid ~ day); ~ lights, 
Aurora Borealis; hence ~er1(4) n., ~most 
a. 2. n.~er. [-ern] 

north'Ing, n. Northward progress or 
deviation in sailing or travelling {two 
miles ~; have made very little ~). [-ing 1 ] 

NoFthum'brian, a. & n. (Native, dialect) 
of ancient Northumbria (England N. of 
Humber) or modern Northumberland, 
[obs. Northumber, person living beyond 
Humber, +-IAN] 

north'wardly, adv. & a. Northwards; 
(of wind) northerly, [-ly2] 

north-west'er, n(5r-, n. NW. wind. 
[-ER1 ] 

nor'ward(s) (-z). = NORTHuxmf(s). 
Ndbwe'gian (-jn), a. & n. (Native, lan¬ 
guage) of Norway, [f. med. L Norvegia + 
-AN, w. assim. to Norway ] 

nor’-west'er, n. North-wester; glass of 
strong liquor; oilskin hat, sou’-wester. 
[NOR’-] 

nose (noz), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Member of 
face or head placed above mouth contain¬ 
ing nostrils & serving as organ of smell 
{as plain as the ~ in your face, easily seen; 
bite or snap one’s ~ off, answer him 
snappishly; count or tell ~s, count sup¬ 
porters etc., decide question by mere 
numbers; cutoff one’s ~ to spite one’s face, 
indulge pique at one’s own expense; fol- 
loiv one’s~, go straight forward, be guided 
by instinct; keep one’s ~ to the GRlNDsfone; 
lead 1 by the ~; look down one’s ~ (with 
disdain) at; make a long1 ~; ~ of wax, 
person or thing easily influenced or 
moulded; parson’s or pope’s ~, rump of 
cooked fowl; pay through the ~, be over¬ 
charged, have to pay exorbitant prices; 
poke, thrust, etc., one’s ~, pry or intrude 
into something; put one’s ~ out of joint, 
supplant or disconcert or frustrate him; 
speak through one’s ~, pronounce with 
nasal twang; turn up one’s ~ at, show 
disdain for; under one’s ~, straight before 
him, regardless of his displeasure). 2. 
Sense of smell (has a good ~, esp. of dogs, 
& fig. of detectives etc.). 3. II Odour, 
perfume, of hay, tea, etc. 4. Open end 
or nozzle of pipe, tube, bellows, retort, 
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etc. 5. Prow; projecting part. 6. ~-<zpe, 
proboscis-monkey; ~'bag, containing 
fodder for banging to horse’s head; 
~'band, lower band of bridle passing over 
~ & attached to cheek-straps; ~'dive, 
aeroplane’s downward plunge (v.i., make 
this); ~-flule, musical instrument blown 
with — among Siamese, Fijians, etc.; 
~'gay [gay in obs. n. use = toy], bunch 
of (esp. sweet-scented) flowers; —monkey, 
proboscis-monkey; ~-picce, = ~band, 
also part of microscope to which object- 
glass is attached; ~'pi.pe, piece of piping 
used as nozzle; ~'rag (si.), pocket-hand¬ 
kerchief ; ~'ring, fixed in ~ of bull etc. 
for leading, also ornament worn by 
savages; warmer (si.), short pipe; hence 
(-)nosBP2 (-zd), ~'i.ess (-zl-), aa. 7. vb. 
Perceive smell of, discover by smell, (fig.) 
detect (~s a job in everything), smell out; 
rub with the ~, thrust ~ against or into; 
sniff (at, about adv. & prep.), pry or search 
{after, for)-, push one’s way, push (one’s 
way), with the ~ (esp. of ship); (of strata 
etc.) dip in, basset out. [OE nosu, MDu., 
MLG nose, obsc. rel. to OE nasu, MDu. 
nose, OHG nasa (G nose), ON uqs; cogn. 
w. L nasus\ see naze, ness] 

nos'er (-z-), n. Strong head wind (esp. 
dead~). [prcc-.-EK1] 

nos'ing (-z-), n. Rounded edge of step, 
moulding, etc., or metal shield for it. 
[NOSE, -ING1] 

noso-, comb, form of Gk nosos disease, as 
nosda'RAl'HY, systematic description of 
diseases; nosoi/ogy, (branch of medical 
science dealing with) classification of 
diseases (so ndsoLO’GiCAL, aosdL'OGiST). 

n5stal'g|ia, n. Home-sickness as a 
disease; sentimental yearning for (some 
period of) the past. Hence ~ic a. [f. Gk 
nostos return home, Gk algos pain, -fa1] 

nos'toc, n. Kinds of gelatinous blue-green 
algae, [name invented by Paracelsus] 

Nostradam'us, n. Prediction-monger, 
professed seer, [latinized f. M. de 
N ostredame, French physician who made 
prophecies 1555] 

nos'tril, n. Either opening in nose ad¬ 
mitting air to lungs & smells to olfactory 
nerves {slink in one’s ~s, be offensive to 
him). Hence(-)~lED2(-ld)a. [OE nosthyrl 
(nose, obs. thirl f. OE thyrel hole, cf. 
THRILL)] 

nos'trum, n. Medicine prepared by per¬ 
son recommending it, quack remedy, 
patent medicine; pet scheme for political 
or social reform, special device. [L, neut. 
of nosier our, my] 

nSs'y (-z-), a. & n. Large-nosed (person; 
esp. of Duke of Wellington); ill-smelling 
(eep. of heated com, mouldy hay, etc.); 
fragrant (of tea); sensitive to bad smells; 
(si.) inquisitive (H esp. N~ Parker, busy- 
-bodv). [-Y2] 

not, n’t (see below), adv. 1. Negativing & 
following ordinary verbs (arch, for usu. 
neg. form with do; I knoiv ~; I doubt ~; 

notation 

say~ so; fear ~ ; saidst thou~?). 2. (Often 
n’t joined to word) negativing auxiliaries 
& vb be, & following them or (in questions 
having not in full) their subjects (I cannot 
or can’t say; he will ~ or won’t, or arch. 
he’ll ~, come; she is ~, isn’t, or vulg. ain’t, 
here; do ~, or usu. don’t, stir; didn’t you, 
or formally did you ~, tell me ?; am I ~, 
or ain’t I, aren’t we, smart?). 3. Negativ¬ 
ing & preceding particles & infinitives 
(~ knowing, I cannot say; begged him ~ to 
move). 4. Used elliptically for negative 
sentence or verb or phrase {Are you ill ? 
Not at all. Not so. If it clears we will go 
out; if ~, ~. Popular or ~, it is right. I 
would as soon do it as ~); preceding that 
with sense it is ~ to be inferred, hmcever, 
that, or but what or (formal) but that or 
(arch.) but with sense all the same or 
nevertheless {If he said so—~ that he ever 
did—he lied. I cannot do it; ~ but what 
etc. a stronger man might). 5. Preceding 
word etc. that is to be rejected for one 
that follows with but or to emphasize by 
contrast one already used {He is ~ my son, 
bid yours, or but my nephew. He is your 
son, ~ or & ~ mine). 6. Preceding em¬ 
phatic appended pronoun {the Chinese 
will ~ fight, ~ they). 7. Preceding a with 
sense ~ one (~ a hair of your head shall 
be touched). 8. Preceding in litotes or 
periphrasis a word of opposite sense to 
that required (~ a few, ~ seldom; ~ once 
or or nor twice, many times; ~ too well, 
rather ill, rather badly; ~ unconnected 
with; ~ reluctant, only too glad). 9. ~ at 
home; ~-being, non-existence; || ~ half 
(adv. si.), very, very much, (‘ Was he 
annoyed?’ ‘Not half’, i.e. yes, exceed¬ 
ingly) ; ~ out ; -—self, = non-ego; ~ suffi¬ 
cient, or usu. N.S., banker’s mark on dis¬ 
honoured cheque. [ME ; contr. of nought] 

not'a ben'e, vb imperat. (abbr. N.B.). 
Observe what follows, take notice, (usu. 
drawing attention to a qualification of 
what has preceded). [L, = note well] 

notability, n. Prominent person, (rare) 
notable object or thing worth seeing; 
worthiness of notice (names of no histori¬ 
cal ~); || (arch.) housewifely skill. [ME, f. 
OF notabilile or LL (med. L) notabililas 
(foil., -ITY)] 

not'able, a. & n. 1. Worthy of note, 
remarkable, striking, eminent; (chem.) 
perceptible (a ~ quantity of); (of women; 
occas. pr. n6t-) capable, bustling, house¬ 
wifely; hence not'abLY2 adv. 2. n. 
Eminent person (esp. Assembly of N~s, 
irregular council serving as temporary 
parliament in emergencies). [ME, f. OF, 
f. L notabilis (note2, -able)] 

not'ary, n. Person publicly authorized to 
draw up or attest contracts etc., protest 
bills of exchange etc., & perform other 
formalities (also ~ public). Hence notaK 
ial a., notar'ialLY2 adv. [ME, f. L 
notarivs secretary (note1- 2, -ary1)] 

nota'tion, n. Representing of numbers, 
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quantities, pitch and duration of sound, 
etc., by symbols; any set of symbols used 
for this, esp. in arith., alg., &mus.; *note, 
annotation; scale3 of [f. L notatio 
(NOTE2, -ATlON)] 

notch, n., & v.t. 1. V-shaped indentation 
in edge or on convex surface; nick made 
on stick etc. by way of keeping count; 
♦defile, pass; ~-ising, kinds of moth; 
hence ~'Y2, ~ed2 (-cht; bot., zool.), aa. 
2. v.t. Make ~es in; make into saw etc. 
by ~ing; score (items etc.; often up, 
down) by ~es; secure or insert (steps in 
staircase etc.) by ~es. [16th c., f. obs. F 
oche (mod. hoche) with (a)n prefixed, cf. 
NEWT] 

note1, n. 1. Written sign representing 
pitch & duration of a musical sound; key 
of pianoforte etc.; single tone of definite 
pitch made by musical instrument, voice, 
etc.; (single tone in) bird’s song or call; 
significant sound or way of expressing 
oneself (there is a ~ of sclf-complacency in 
his voice; sound the ~ of roar). 2. Sign, 
token, characteristic, distinguishing fea¬ 
ture, proof of genuineness, guarantee 
consisting of, (these are the ~.s of Neo¬ 
paganism ; catholicity is one ~ of the true 
Church; has the ~ of catholicity); stigma, 
mark of censure, (on which the law has set 
a ~ of infamy); mark of exclamation or 
admiration, interrogation. 3. Brief record 
of facts, impressions, or topics for speech 
or article (usu. pi.; make or take a~ of, ~s; 
compare '—'S; preaches from^s; spoke for an 
hour without a ~); annotation appended 
to passage in book etc.; short or informal 
letter; formal diplomatic communica¬ 
tion ; (usu. ~ of hand) written promise to 
pay sum by certain time; ||bank3-~; 

circular ~. 4. Eminence (critic, philo¬ 
sopher, person., of distinguished); 
notice, attention, (worthy of ~; take ~ 
of), whence ~'worthy (-twdrdhl) a. 5. 
~'frooAr, for entering memoranda in; 
~'casc, pocket wallet for holding bank¬ 
as : paper, kinds used for (esp. private) 
correspondence. Hence ~'less a., ~'let 

n., (-tl-). [ME, f. OF, f. L nola mark] 
n5te2, v.t. Observe, notice, give attention 
to; set down, set down, as thing to be re¬ 
membered or observed; annotate (book 
etc.); (p.p.) celebrated, well known for. 
[ME, f. OF noter f. L notare (prec.)] 

no'thing (nh-), n. & adv. 1. No thing 
(with adj. following, as ~ great is easy). 
2. Not anything, nought, (has ~ in him, 
is insignificant or without individuality; 
there is~ in it, it is untrue or unimportant, 
& see in1; ~ doing, si. announcement of 
failure or refusal of request; ~ venture 
~ have, excuse for or encouragement to 
bold action; ~ like leather ; neck or ~ ; 
dance on ~, be hanged; fade away etc. to 
~, disappear gradually; no ~, colloq., 
conclusion of negative list, as no bread, 
no butter, no cheese, no ~; ~ else than or 
but, ~ but, force etc., merely force etc.. 
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force etc. alone, unmistakable force etc.; 
there is ~ for it but to, no alternative; ~ 
if not critical etc., critical as leading 
characteristic; get thing for ~, gratis; 
have endured it for ~, to no purpose; so it 
was not for ~ that he read Plato; that is ~ 
to you, not your concern; make ~ of, treat 
as trifle; make ~ of doing, do without 
hesitation or as ordinary matter; can 
make ~ of, cannot understand, find solu¬ 
tion of, use, develop, or deal with; come 
to ~, turn out useless, fail, not amount to 
anything; have ~ to do with, not be con¬ 
cerned with, avoid dealing with or society 
of; all to ~, longest odds). 3. Trifle, very 
inferior thing, (that is~, i.e. in comparison 
with what I am going to tell you; heis~ 
without his money; learning is ~ to, i.e. 
compared with, genius). 4. (arith.). No 
amount, nought, (multiply 6 by ~, the 
result is ~). 5. Non-existence, what does 
not exist. 6. (With a & pi.) trifling thing, 
event, remark, or person (the little ~s of 
life; whisper soft ~s: the new commander- 
-in-chief was a ~). 7. (Of religious belief) 
be ~, belong to no denomination, be an 
atheist or agnostic. 8. adv. Not at all, in 
no way, (differs ~ from; is ~ less than 
monstrous, positively; helps us ~ ; avails 
~ ; is ~ like as or so good etc.; is ~ near so 
extensive; ~ lo(a)th); *(as int., colloq.) 
not at all (Is it gold? Gold ~ ; it’s pinch¬ 
beck). [OE ndn thing, no1, thing] 

no'thingness (nth), n. Non-existence, the 
non -existent; worthlessness, triviality, un - 
importance, insignificance, trifles, [-ness] 

nSt'ice, n., & v.t. 1. Intimation, intelli¬ 
gence, warning, (give, have, ~; at short, 
ten minutes’, etc., ~, with such time for 
preparation); information or directions 
pasted on~-board. 2. Formal intimation 
of something or instructions to do some¬ 
thing (~ to quit; till further1 ~); an¬ 
nouncement by party to agreement that 
it is to terminate at specified time (esp. 
between landlord & tenant or employer 
& employed; give a week’s etc. ~; take my 
~). 3. Heed, attention, cognizance, 
observation, (come into ~, attract atten¬ 
tion ; takes no ~ of it, does not observe it, 
or takes no action in consequence of it; 
brought it to his ~ ; lake ~ that, I warn you 
that; baby takes ~, shows signs of intelli¬ 
gence). 4. Paragraph or article upon 
something in newspaper, esp. review of 
book, play, etc. 5. —board, bearing ~ or 
provided for ~s to be posted on. 6. v.t. 
Remark upon, speak of. 7. Perceive, 
take ~ of; treat with politeness or con¬ 
descension. 8. Serve with ~, give ~ to, 
(was ~d to quit); hence ~able a., ~abLY2 
adv. [ME, f. OF, f. L notitia (notas p.p. 
of noscere know, -ice)] 

not'ifiable, a. (Of diseases) that must 
be notified to public-health authorities. 
[-ABLE] 

nSt'ify, v.t. Make known, announce, re¬ 
port; inform, give notice to, (person of, 
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that, or abs.). So notincA'TlON n. [ME, f. 

OF notifier f. L notificare (notice, -fy)) 
n5'tion, n. 1. General concept under 
which particular thing may be classed 
(in philos., first, second, ~, = first, second, 
intention). 2. Idea, conception, (the~ of 
my doing it is absurd; what he means I have 
not the haziest ~); view, opinion, theory, 
vaguely held or insecurely based, (has a 
~ that; such is the common ~). 3. Faculty, 
capability, or intention of (has no ~ of 
obeying, obedience, discipline, letting him¬ 
self be made a fool of). 4. ’Something in 
the way of miscellaneous wares, esp. 
cheap useful ingenious article. 5. pi. 
!| Traditional special vocabulary of Win¬ 
chester College, [f. L nolio (notice, -ion)] 

no'tional (-sho-), a. (Of knowledge etc.) 
speculative, not based on experiment or 
demonstration, whence ~ist(2) n., ~ly2 
adv.; (of things, relations, etc.) existing 
only in thought, imaginary; (of persons) 
fanciful, [f. rued. L notionalis (prec., -At)] 

n5to-, comb, form of Gk noton back, in 
scientific terms, as ^branch'iate (-ngk-), 
having dorsal gills; not'ochord, cartilagi¬ 
nous band forming basis of spinal column; 
~nec'ta [Gk nektes swimmer], water- 
-beetle swimming on back, the boat-fly. 

Notogae'a (-jea), n. Zoological region 
comprising Australian, New-Zealand, & 
neotropical regions, [f. Gk notos south, 
gaia land] 

notdr'ious, a. (Of facts) well or commonly 
known (esp. it is ~ that); (with designa¬ 
tions of persons, conduct, etc., that imply 
condemnation) undisguised, talked of, 
generally known to deserve the name, 
(~ smuggler, off aider, vice); unfavourably 
known (for some quality or conduct, or 
abs.; a ship ~ for ill-luck; the ~ Titus 
Oates). Hence or cogn. notori'eTY n., 
~LY2 adv. [f. med. L notorius (NOTICE, 

-ory), -ous] 
Notdr'nis, n. (zool.). Genus of rare 
flightless birds, chiefly of New Zealand. 
[f. Gk notos south, ornis bird] 

Notre-Dame (ndtre dahm'), n. The 
Cathedral of Paris. [F, = Our Lady] 

notwithstanding, prep., adv., & conj. 
1. In spite of, not the less for, (~ his re¬ 
sistance-, this ~. The second order is the 
orig., the prep, having been developed f. 
a part. abs.). 2. adv. Nevertheless, all the 
same. 3. con], (arch.). (Developed from 
prep, or part. abs. with that, still occas. 
retained) although, in spite of the fact 
(that). [ME, f. NOT, WITHSTAND, -ING2] 

nougat (nobg'ah), n. Sweetmeat of sugar, 
nuts, etc. [F (L nux nucis nut, -ate1)] 

nought (nawt), n. Nothing (poet., arch., 
& arith.; come, bring to, ~, be ruined or 
fail, ruin or baffle; set at ~, disregard, 
ridicule); figure 0, cipher, (~s <& crosses, 
child’s game). [OE nowiht f. ne not 
+owi,ht, var. of ciwiht aught J 

noum'en|on, n. (pi. ~a). Object of intel¬ 
lectual intuition devoid of all phenomenal 

attributes. Hence ~al a., ~all,Y2 adv. 
[f. Gk nooumenon neut. pres. part. pass, 
of noeo apprehend, taken by Kant as 
antithesis to phenomenon] 

noun, n. (gram.). Word used as name of 
person or thing, substantive; (formerly) 
substantive or adjective. Hence ~'al a. 
(rare). [ME, f. AF, = OF nun, nom, f. L 
nomen name] 

nou'rish (nfi-), v.t. Sustain with food (lit. 
& fig.), whence ~ing2 a.; foster, cherish, 
nurse, (feeling, hope, etc.) in one’s heart. 
[ME, f. OF norir (-ish2) f. L nvtrire] 

nourishment (mi-), n. Sustenance, 
food; nourishing. [ME, f. OF norissement 
(prec., -ment)] 

nous, n. (Gk philos.) mind, intellect; 
(colloq.) common sense, gumption. [Gk] 

nouveau riche (noov'o resh'), n. Wealthy 
parvenu. [F, = new rich] 

nouv'Slle (noo-), n. Short novel. [F] 
nov'el l, n. 1. One of the tales in such a 
collection as Boccaccio’s Decameron. 2. 
Fictitious prose narrative of volume 
length portraying characters & actions 
representative of real life in continuous 
plot; lhe~, this type of literature; whence 
~ese'(-ez) n. 3. (Rom. law). New decree 
supplementary to the Codex, [f. It. 
novella f. L neut. pi. as foil. ] 

nov'el2, a. Of new kind or nature, strange, 
hitherto unknown. [ME, f. OF, f. L 
novellas dim. of novus new] 

novelette', n. Short novel, story of 
moderate length, (freq. derog.); (mus.) 
piano piece of free form with several 
themes, [-ette] 

nov'el|ist, n. Novel-writer. Hence fis¬ 
tic a. [-1ST] 

nov'eliz|e, -is|e(-Iz),v.t. Convert (drama, 
facts) into a novel. Hence ~A'TiONn. [-ize] 

nov'elty, n. New or unusual thing or oc¬ 
currence ; novel character of something. 
[ME, f. OF novelte (novel2, -ty)] 

Novem'ber, n. Eleventh month. [ME ; 
L (novem nine); cf. December] 

noven'a, n. (R.-C. Church). Devotion 
consisting of special prayers or service on 
nine successive days. [med. L, f. L 
novem nine ] 

novdrc'al, a. Stepmotherly, [f. L nover- 
calis (noverca stepmother, -al)] 

novice, n. Person received in religious 
house on probation before taking the 
vows; new convert; inexperienced per¬ 
son, beginner, tiro. [ME, f. OF, f. L 
novicius (novus new, -itious1)] 

novi'eiate, -tiate, (-shi-), n. Novice’s pro¬ 
bationary period or initiation or appren¬ 
ticeship ; novice; quarters assigned to 
novices, [f. F noviciat or med. L novitiatus 
(prec., -ate1)] 

nov'ocaine, n. (pharm.). A regional 
anaesthetic. [P; f. L novus new+(co)- 
caine ] 

now, adv., conj., & n. 1. adv. At the 
present time; by this time; under the 
present circumstances (I cannot ~ ever 
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believe you again; ~ that I knoiv you, it is 
different); immediately (must go ~); in the 
immediate past (jvist ~, & arch, even, but, 
~); (in narrative) then, next, by that 
time, (Caesar ~ marched east; it was ~ 
clear)-, (every) ~ & then or again, from 
time to time, intermittently; ~ . . . ~, ~ 
.. . then, ~ .. . & again, at one moment — 
at another; ~ or never !, this is the nick of 
time. 2. (Without temporal force, giving 
various tones, soothing, reproving, ex¬ 
planatory, threatening, etc., to sentence) 
pray, I beg, I insist, I warn you, & yet, 
you must know, it must be admitted, 
surely, (Now what do you mean by it ?. Oh, 
come ~ No nonsense ~ /. You have re¬ 
vealed the secret; ~ you were paid to keep 
it. No-w Barabbas ivas a robber. Now this 
was bad enough, but —. Now then, what 
mischief are you at?. You don’t mean it, 
~). 3. conj. (Orig., as often still, now adv. 
followed by that) consequently upon or 
simultaneously with the fact that (Now 
I am a man I think otherwise. Now you 
mention it, I do remember). 4. n. This 
time, the present (chiefly after prepp.; is 
there by, ere, till, ~, from ~ till, etc.; read 
the future in the ~). [OE nu, also in all 
older Gmc langg., corresp. to L nunc, Gk 
nun, Skr. nu] 

now'aday, a. Of nowadays, [f. foil.] 
now'adays (-z), adv. & n. (At) the present 
day, (in) these advanced or newfangled 
times. [ME, f. now adv., a2, pay, -es] 

Nowel (nodi'), int. expr. joy in Christmas 
carols. [ME, f. OF noel f. L NATALis] 

mV where (-hwar, -war), adv. In, at, to, 
no place (~ near, not nearly; be, come in, 
~, not be placed in race or competition). 
[OE na-, later nohwser-, no1, where] 

no'xious (-kshws), a. Harmful, unwhole¬ 
some. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L 
noxius (noxa harm), -otjs] 

noyatle (nwahyahd'), n. Execution by 
drowning, esp. wholesale as in France in 
1794. [F] 

noyau (nwahyo'), n. Liqueur of brandy 
flavoured with fruit-kernels. [F (L nux 
nucis nut, -al)] 

noz'zle, n. Spout, mouthpiece, end fitted 
to hose etc. [nose, -le(1)] 

n’t. See not. 
nu, n. Greek letter (N, v) = n. [Gk] 
nuance (see Ap.), n. Delicate difference 
in or shade of meaning, feeling, opinion, 
colour, etc. [F, f. nuer to shade, ult. f. L 
nubes cloud ] 

nub, nub'ble, nn. Small knob or lump, 
esp. of coal; (nub) point or gist (of matter 
or story). Hence nubb'lY2 a. [app. var. 
of knub, f. MLG knubbe, knobbe knob] 

nub'ile, a. Marriageable (esp. of women). 
Hence nubil'iTY n. [f. L nubilis (nubere 
become wife)] 

nu'chal (-kl), a. Of nape of nock. [f. nucha 
nape, f. med. L nucha spinal cord] 

nuci-, comb, form of L nux nucis nut, as 
WUcIf'EROUS, TOM'ciV'OROUS. 

null 

nuc'lear, a. Of, relating to, constituting, 
a nucleus; — ~-pov;ered; ~ (= atomic) 

bomb; ~ energy (released or absorbed 
during reactions taking place in atomic 
nuclei); ~ fission, splitting up of a heavy 
atom, e.g. of uranium, into two or more 
new atoms, with an enormous release of 
energy; ~ fuel, source of atomic energy; 
~ physics (dealing with the atomic 
nucleus); ~ power (derived from ~ 
energy); ~-powered a., (of ship) using ~ 
power; ~ reactor, atomic pile2; ~ ( = 
atomic) war. [f. nucleus, -ar1] 

nuc'lelole, n. (biol.). Nucleus of or with¬ 
in a nucleus. Hence ~o1ar1, ~olat'ed 
[-ate2], aa., ~olo- comb. form. [f. L 
nucleolus dim. of foil.] 

nuc'le|us, n. (pi. ~i). (Astron.) condensed 
part of comet’s head; (phys.) positively 
charged central portion constituting 
main mass of atom; central part or thing 
round which others are collected, kernel 
of aggregate or mass, beginning meant to 
receive additions, central part of ovule, 
seed, plant-cell, animal cell, etc., portion 
of medullary matter from which nerves 
spring, (the ~us of a sun-spot, community, 
library, story, empire, etc.). Hence ~al, 

~ary, aa., ~o- comb. form. [L, dim. of 
nux nucis nut] 

nude, a. & n. 1. Naked, bare, unclothed, 
undraped, (~ contract in law, lacking a 
consideration & therefore void unless 
under seal); so niid'l- comb, form (zool.), 
nud'lTY n.; (as colour adj., esp. of stock¬ 
ings) flesh-coloured. 2. n. ~ figure in 
painting or sculpture; the ~, the un¬ 
draped figure, undraped state. Hence 
nud'iST n., adherent of the cult of the ~ 
(also attrib., as nudist colony), [f. L nudus] 

nudge, v.t., & n. 1. Push slightly with 
elbow to draw attention privately, (fig.) 
draw attention of. 2. n. Such push. [orig. 
unkn.; cf. Norw. dial, nugga, nyggja to 
push, rub] 

nu'gae (-go, -je), n. pi. Trifles, learned 
triflings, profitless minutiae. [L ] 

nug'atory, a. Trifling, worthless, futile; 
inoperative, not valid, [f. L nugatorius 
(nugari trifle f. prec., -ory)] 

nugg'ar, n. Large broad-beamed boat 
used on upper Nile, [native] 

nugg'et (-g-), n. Rough lump of native 
gold. [app. f. dial, nug lump &c. ] 

nuis'ance (nus-), n. Anything injurious 
or obnoxious to the community or mem¬ 
ber of it for which legal remedy may be 
had (|| commit no ~, notice to public not 
to defile place); obnoxious person, offen¬ 
sive object, annoying action, anything 
disagreeable (also attrib., as ~ value). 
[ME, f. OF, f. nuire nuis- f. L nocere hurt, 
-ance) ] 

null, a. & n. Not binding, invalid, (often 
~ & void)-, without character or expres¬ 
sion ; non-existent, amounting to nothing, 
(rare); || (n.) dummy letter in a cipher, [f. 
F nul or L nullus (ne not, ullus any)] 

825 
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nfill'a bon'a, n. Sheriff’s return stating 
that party has no goods to be distrained 
upon. [L, = no goods! 

null'ah (-a), n. (Anglo-Ind.). Stream, 
watercourse, ravine, [f. Hind, nala] 

null'i|fy, v.t. Cancel, neutralize. So — 
fica'tion n. [f. F nuUifier (as null, -ft), or 
med. L nulliflcare annul] 

null'Ipore, n. Kind of marine vegetation. 
[f. L nullus no+pore1] 

null'ity, n. Being null, invalidity, (esp. 
~ of marriage; ~ suit, for this); act, 
document, etc., that is null; nothingness; 
a mere nothing; a nonentity, [f. F 
nullite or med. L nullitas (null, -ity)] 

numb (-m), a., & v.t. 1. Deprived of 
feeling or power of motion (~ with cold 
etc.); ~-fish, the electric ray or torpedo ; 

skull, numskull: hence ~'ly2 (-mil) 
adv., ~'ness (-urn-) n. 2. v.t. Make ~, 
(fig.) stupefy, paralyse. [15th c. nome, 
p.p. of obs. nirn take (OE, OS, Goth. 
niman)] 

num'ber1, n. (written N°, for numero = in 
~, with pi. Nos, before distinguishing 
figure, as bedroom N° 15, Nos 1-10). 
1. Tale, count, sum, company, or aggre¬ 
gate, of persons (also of) or things (also 
of) or abstract units, symbol or figure 
representing such aggregate, ticket etc. 
bearing such figure, person or thing (esp. 
single issue of magazine, or part of opera 
etc.) whose place in series is indicated by 
such figure, (the ~ of fools is infinite; N~s, 
abbr.A’uw., O.T. book containing census; 
the greatest ~ on record is 59 versons; to 
the ~ of SO, as many as; golden ~ ; science 
of ~s, arithmetic; took the driver’s ~; 
sleeps in N° 5; N° 9 (pill), army doctor’s 
reputed panacea; N° 10 Downing Street, 
N° 10, (used for) Prime Minister’s official 
residence (when he is also First Lord of 
the Treasury); one’s ~ goes up, he dies; 
~ one, oneself, esp. in take care of ~ one, 
also II (nav. si.) first lieutenant; story 
issued in ~s, in parts successively pub¬ 
lished bearing ~s; back~, earlier issue of 
magazine, (fig.) anything out of date; is 
not of our ~, included among us; is now 
added to the ~ of my enemies); (sing, or pi.) 
large, small, etc., or large, collection or 
company of or abs. (were present in great, 
only in small, or in, ~s; saw a great, or a, 
~ of birds; a small ~ came; there are ~s 
who live by begging). 2. pi. Numerical 
preponderance (won by ~s or force o/~s). 
3. Numerical reckoning (the laws of ~ & 
proportion pervade Nature-, without ~, 
innumerable, also ~less a.; in ~, when 
counted or estimated, numerically, as one 
people exceeds another in ~). 4. (gram.). 
Class of word-forms including all singular, 
all plural, or all dual etc. words (Greek has 
three ~s; ‘things’ is of the plural ~). 
5. Rhythm; (pi.) groups of musical notes, 
metrical feet, verses. [ME, f. OF nomJbre 
f. L numerics ] 

num'ber2, v.t. Count, ascertain number 

nun 

of; (pas3.) be restricted in number (his 
years are ~ed, he has not long to live); 
include, regard as, among, in, or vnlh 
some class; assign a number to, distin¬ 
guish with a number; have lived, live, (so 
many years); be able to show (so many 
inhabitants etc.); amount to (specified 
number). [ME, f. OF nombrer f. L 
numeraire (prec.)] 

II num'bles (-biz), n. pi. (arch.). Deer’s en¬ 
trails. [ME, f. OF num-, nombles loin &c., 
app. f. *lomble(s) f. L lumbulus dim. of 
lumbus loin; later umbles, whence 
humble pie] 

num'erable, a. That can be numbered. 
[f. L numeraJtnlis (number2, -able)] 

num'eral, a. & n. (Word, figure, group of 
figures) denoting a number; of number, 
[f. LL numeralis (number1, -al)] 

numera'tion, n. Method or process of 
numbering or computing; calculation; 
assigning of numbers; (arith.) expression 
in words of number written in figures; ~ 
table, showing value of figures according 
to their place in system of notation. [ME, 
f. OF, or L nUmeratio (number2, -ation)] 

num'erator, n. Number above line in 
vulgar fraction showing how many of the 
parts indicated by the denominator are 
taken; person who numbers. [LL (num¬ 

ber2, -or)] 

nume'ric, n. What Is either a number, 
a proper or improper fraction, or an 
incommensurable ratio, [f. L numerics 
number, -xc] 

nume'rical, a. Of, in, denoting, etc. 
number. Hence~LY2 adv. [-al] 

num'erous, a. Comprising many units 
(a ~ acquaintance, library, family, army, 
class); coming from many individuals 
(the ~ voice of the people; a ~ hum); (arch.) 
thronged (a ~ country)-, (with pi. noun) 
many (received ~ gifts); (of verse or prose) 
rhythmic, harmonious. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[f. L numerosus (number1, -ous)] 

num'inous, n. The ~, the combined 
feeling of attraction & awe character¬ 
istic of man’s sense of communion with 
God & religion, [f. L numen -inis divine 
will, divinity +-ous] 

numismat'lic ( z-), a. Of coins or coinage. 
So -—tcally adv., ~ics, numis'matiST(3), 
numismatOL'OGY, nn. [F (-ique), f. L 
(num-) f. Gk nomisma -atos coin (nomizo 
use currently f. nomos custom), -ic] 

numm'ary, numm'ulary, aa. Of, in, 
coin. [f. L nummarius (nummus coin, 
-ary1), & nummulus dim. 4- -ary 1 ] 

II numm'et, n. (dial.). Lunch. [= noon 
meat] 

numm'ulite, n. Disc-like fossil shell of 
Tertiary strata, [nummulus (see num¬ 
mary), -ite1(2)] 

num'nah (-a), n. Saddle-cloth, pad placed 
under saddle. [Anglo-Ind. numdah felt 
f. Hind, namda f. Pers. namad carpet] 

num'skull, n. Dolt or his head, [numb] 

nun, n. Woman living in convent usu. 
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under vow of poverty, chastity, & obedi¬ 
ence; kinds of bird & moth; ~’s cloth, 
thin woollen stuff; ~’s thread, fine white 
sewing cotton; —’s veiling, thin dress- 
-stuff. Hence ~'hood, ~'ship, nn.,~'LlKE, 

~n'iSH1, aa. [OE nunne, OHG, ON 
nunna, f. LL nonna fem. of nonnus monk, 
orig. title given to elderly persons; in ME 
reinforced f. OF nonne] 

nun'atak (-don-), n. Isolated peak of rock 
projecting above surface of land ice or 
snow e.g. in Greenland. [Eskimo] 

nun-buoy (-boi), n. Buoy circular in 
middle & tapering to each end. [f. obs. 
nun spinning-top ] 

n&nc Mmitt'ls. n. The canticle Lord, now 
lettest thou (sing ~, be willing to depart 
from life etc.). [L, = now lettest thou go] 

nun'ciature (-shatur), n. (Tenure of) 
office of papal nuncio, [f. It. nunziatura 
(foil.)] 

nun'cio (-shio), n. (pi. ~s). Pope’s am¬ 
bassador at foreign court. [It., f. L 
nuncius messenger] 

nunc'upjate, v.t. Declare (will, testa¬ 
ment) orally, not in writing. So ~a'tion 

n., ~ative a. [f. L nuncupare name, 
(nomen name, capere take), -ate3] 

nunna'tion, n. Addition of final n in de¬ 
clension of (orig. Arabic) nouns, [f. Arab. 
nun the letter n + -ation ] 

nunn'ery, n. Religious house for nuns, 
convent. [ME, f. AF *nonnerie (nun, 

-ERY(S) ] 
nuph'Sr, n. Yellow water-lily, [for nenu¬ 

phar] 

nup'tial (-shl), a. & n. 1. Of marriage or 
wedding. 2. n. (usu. pi.). Wedding, [f. 
F, or L nuptialis (nuptiae wedding f. 
nubere nupt- become wife)] 

nurse \ n. 1. Woman employed to suckle 
& take charge of infant (usu. wet—), or 
having charge of young children (also 
dry—). 2. Country etc. that fosters some 
quality etc. (the ~ of liberty). 3. Nursing 
or being nursed (at ~, pvt out or pul to ~, 
of child, & fig. of estate). 4. Person, usu. 
woman, charged with or trained for care 
of the sick or decrepit. 5. (Forestry) tree 
planted as shelter to others; (entom.) 
sexually imperfect bee, ant, etc., caring 
for the young brood, worker; (zool.) in¬ 
dividual in asexual stage of metagenesis. 
6. —child, foster-child; ~-frog, kind of 
which male carries eggs till hatched; ~- 
maid, girl having charge of child(ren); 
|| ~ ship, (nav.), = mother1 ship. Hence 
nurs'eY3 n. [reduced f. ME & OF norice 
f. LL nutricia fem. of nvtricius, -itius f. L 
nutrix -icis (nutrire nourish)] 

nufse2, v.t. Sc i. 1. Suckle (child), give 
suck, act as wet-nurse; act as nursemaid 
to, have charge of; (pass.) be brought up 
(in luxury, certain place, etc.). 2. Foster, 
tend, promote development of, (the arts, 
hatred, etc.); manage (plants, estate) 
with solicitude; cherish (grievance etc.). 
3. Wait upon (sick person), try to cure 

nut 

(sickness), be sick-nurse. 4. Hold or clasp 
(baby, one’s knees or foot) caressingly; sit 
close over (fire). 5. II Keep (constituency) 
in good humour by attentions. 6. (billi¬ 
ards). Keep (balls) together for series of 
cannons. 7. || Nursing home, private 
hospital, house for surgical operations, 
reception of invalids, etc.; nursing father, 
mother, foster-, [later form of ME nursh 
f. NOURisn, assim. to nurse1] 

nurse3, n. Kinds of dogfish or shark. 
[15th c. nusse, perh. f. obs. huss dogfish, 
of obsc. orig. w. adherent (a)n, cf. newt] 

nubs'ery, n. 1. Room assigned to children 
& their nurses (~ governess, one combin¬ 
ing duties of nurse & governess). 2. 
Practice, institution, sphere, place, in or 
by which qualities or classes of people 
are fostered or bred. 3. Plot of ground in 
which young plants are reared for trans¬ 
plantation (~man. owner of this); fish- 
-rearing pond; place where annual life is 
developed. 4. (billiards). Grouped balls 
(see nurse2; esp. in ~ cannon). [14th c., 
prob. f. AF *noricerie (nurse1, -ery)] 

nuts(e)'ling (-si-), n. Infant, esp. in rela¬ 
tion to its nurse; ~ of, person or thing 
bred in or fostered by. [nurse1, -ling1] 

nur'ture, n., & v.t. 1. Bringing up, 
training, fostering care; nourishment. 
2. v.t. Nourish, rear, foster, train, edu¬ 
cate. [ME, f. OF nurture, var. of noure- 
ture, f. Rom. *nutritura(L nutrire nourish, 
-URE)] 

nut, n., & v.i. (-tt-). 1. Fruit consisting of 
hard or leathery shell enclosing edible 
kernel (see also earth-~, pea—-; deaf ~ ; 
can’t shoot etc. for ~s, si., do thing even 
tolerably well; hard ~ to crack, difficult 
problem, person or thing hard to deal 
with or get the better of; be ~s or dead ~s 
on, si., delight in, be skill ill at). 2. (si.). 
Showy young man (now rare); head (off 
one’s ~, insane, mad); (pi.) crazy (also 
*nerts). 3. Small toothed projection on 
spindle engaging with cog-wheel, small 
spur-wheel. 4. Small usu. hexagonal 
metal block pierced with screw-thread to 
accommodate screw on bolt etc. and 
operated by spanner. 5. Holder that 
tightens or relaxes horse-hair of fiddle- 
-how etc. 6. pi. Small lumps of coal. 
7. ~-6roim, coloured like ripe hazel-~ 
(esp. of girl’s complexion, & of ale); — 
-butter, food like butter made from ~s; 

cracker, (usu. pi.) instrument for crack¬ 
ing ~s, prominent chin & nose with points 
naturally, or by loss of teeth, near each 
other (also used attrib. in sing., as a ~- 
cracker face), (sing.) common European 
but rare British bird; —gall, gall found 
on dyer’s oak used as dye-stuff; ~'halch, 
small climbing bird feeding on ~s, 
insects, See. [hatch 3 ]; ~-oil, got esp. from 
hazel-'-~B & walnuts, & used in paints 
& varnishes; —palm, Australian palm 
bearing ~s; shell, hard exterior cover¬ 
ing of ~, tiny receptacle or dwelling. 
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briefest possible way of expressing, 
epitome, (can give it you in a ~shell); 
~-trec, bearing ~s, esp. hazel; —weevil, 
beetle laying eggs in green hazel & filbert 
~s. 8. v.i. Seek or gather ~s (usu. in 
gerund, went ~ting etc.)- [OE hnutu, 
MLG, MDu. note, OHG (h)nuz, ON knot 
f. Gmo. *hnut-] 

nut'late, v.i. (bot.). Nod, droop. So~ant 
a. [f. L nutare frequent, of nuere nod, 

-ATE3] 

nuta'tion, n. Nodding; (astron.) oscilla¬ 
tion of earth’s axis making motion of pole 
of equator round pole of ecliptic wavy; 
oscillation of spinning top; curvature 
in stem of growing plant, [f. L nutatio 
(prec., -ion)] 

nut'meg, n. Hard aromatic spheroidal 
seed got from fruit of evergreen E.-Indian 
tree (~-tree), used as spice & in medicine; 
—apple, fruit of -—tree yielding mace & 
~s; ~-liver, diseased state of liver, red 
atrophy. [ME ; partial transl. of OF nois 
mugede, = mod. L nux muscata musky 
nut] 

nut'ria, n. Skin or fur of the S.-Amer. 
coypu, an aquatic rodent. [Sp., = otter 
f. L lutra} 

nut'rient, a. Serving as or providing 
nourishment, [f. L nutrire nourish, -ENT] 

nut'riment, n. Nourishing food (lit. & 
fig.). Hence nutrimen'tAL a. (rare), [f. 

L nutrimentum (prec., -ment)] 
nutrition, n. (Supplying or receiving of) 
nourishment, food. Hence ~al (-shon-) 
a., of or relating to ~. [f. F, or LL 
nutritio (as nutrient, -ion)] 

nutri'tious (-shits), a. Nourishing, effi¬ 
cient as food. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[f. L nutritius (NURSE1, -ITIOUS2)] 

nut'ritive, a. & n. Serving as food; con¬ 
cerned in nutrition; (n.) article of food. 
[ME, f. OF (-if, -ire) f. med. L nutritious 
(NUTRIENT, -IVE)] 

nutt'y, a. Abounding in nuts; tasting like 
nuts, of rich mellow flavour; (si.) amorous 
or enthusiastic (upon); *(sl.) crazy. [-Y2] 

nux vom'ica, n. Seed of E.-Ind. tree 
yielding the poison strychnine, [med. L 
(L nux nut, vomere vomit, -ic)] 

nuz'zle, v.i. & t. Nose, burrow or press or 

rub or sniff with the nose, press nose or 
press (nose) into or against; nestle, lie 
snug, (also refi.). [nose1, -le(3)] 

nyctalop'ia, n. Night-blindness or re¬ 
current loss of vision after sunset; in¬ 
ability to see clearly except at night. [LL 
(Gk nuktalops f. nukt- night, alaos blind, 
ops eye, -la 2); incorrect second sense due 
to overlooking of -al-] 

nyctitrop'ic, a. (bot.). Turning in certain 
direction at night, [f. combining form of 
Gk nux nuktos night +tropos turn, -ic] 

nyl'ghau (-gaw), n. Short-horned Indian 
antelope, [f. Pers. nilgaw (nil blue, gaw 
ox)] 

nyl'on, n. Synthetic plastic material of 
great touglmess, tensile strength, & elas- 

oak 

ticity, widely used in industry & as a 
dress fabric; (pi., colloq.) garments, esp. 
women’s stockings, made of ~. [P ] 

aymph, n. 1. One of class of mythologi¬ 
cal semi-divine maidens inhabiting sea, 
rivers, fountains, hills, woods, or trees, 
or attending superior deities, whence or 
cogn.~e'AN,~'ish1,~'like, aa. 2. (poet.). 
Young & beautiful woman. 3. Immature 
form of insect which has incomplete 
metamorphosis. [ME, f. OF nimphe f. L 
f. Gk numphe] 

nym'pholepsy, n. Ecstasy or frenzy 
caused by desire of the unattainable, 
[foil., after epilepsy] 

nym'phol|ept, n. Person inspired by vio¬ 
lent enthusiasm esp. for an ideal. Hence 
~ep'tic a. [f. Gk numpholeptos nymph- 
-caught (nymph, lamband take)] 

nympho|man'Ia, n. (path.). Morbid & 
uncontrollable sexual desire in women. 
Hence ~man'iac n. [f. Gk numphe bride, 
-0-, -MANIA] 

nystag'mus, n. Eye-disease common 
among miners, with continual oscillation 
of eyeballs, [f. Gk nuslagmos nodding 
(nustazo nod)] 

o 
O1 (o), letter (pi. Os, O’s, Oes). O-shaped 
mark, circle, (esp. round O). 

O2, oh, (o), int. prefixed to vocative name 
(O), or expressing various emotions (usu. 
oh if separated by punctuation, otherwise 
O. O dear me !; O for a breathing-space !; 
Oh, what a lie!; Oh, is that so?); O yes!, 
= Oyes. [ME. prob. f. L] 

O’1 (o), pref. of Irish names, as O’Connor. 
[Ir. 6, ua, descendant] 

o’2 (o), prep, short for of, on, still in some 
phrases, as (= of) o'clock, Jack-o’-lantern, 
Will-o’-the-wisp, man-o’-war, (colloq.) 
cup o’ tea, (= on) cannot sleep o’ nights. 

-0-, terminal vowel of combining forms .of 
wds; prop, used in Gk compounds, (-i- 
being usu. in L), but now extended to 
many scientific & other terms made of 
non-Gk wds (occipito-frontal, joco-serious), 
Sc, in meaning, expressing not merely 
modification of second element by first 
(Franco - German = essentially German 
with some French characteristics), but 
equal or any other relations (Franco- 
-German war); used also in forming true 
derivatives w. Gk endings as -cracy, -logy, 
& perh. taken for part of the suf., whence 
‘ ologies ’ etc. 

oaf, n. (pi. ~s, oaves). Elf’s child, change¬ 
ling, (arch.); misbegotten, deformed, or 
idiot child; awkward lout. Hence ~'ish1 
a. [var. of obs. auf f. ON dlfr elf] 

oak, n. 1. Kinds of tree & shrub, of which 
the best known is a forest tree yielding 
hard timber & acorns & having jagged 
leaves (dyer’s, holm, scarlet, etc., ~, other 
species; dwarf, ground, etc., ~, plants 
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named from some resemblance to —); 
wood of the — (heart of —), (poet.) 
wooden ships; II (Uniw.) outer door of set 
of rooms (sport one’s —, shut this to ex¬ 
clude visitors); leaves of ~ (— is still 
worn on 29tli May)', colour of young — 
leaves; the Oaks, race at Epsom for three- 
-year-old fillies [f. name of estate]; (at- 
trib., =, but now more usual than) —en. 
2. ~-apple, -fly, -gall, -plum, -potato, 
-spangle, -wart, kinds of excrescence pro¬ 
duced on —s by gall-flies; \\~-apple day, 
29th May (Charles II restored 1660) on 
which —apples are worn in memory of 
the royal-~ incident; ~-beauty, -egger, 
-hook-tip, kinds of moth bred on or 
resembling leaf etc. of —; —-/era, smooth 
three-branched polypody; <—tree, 
~-wood, forest, copse, etc., of —s, also — 
timber. Hence—'ENsa.,—'LET,—'ling *(2), 
mi. [OE dc, OHGeift, ONeikf. Gmc *aiks] 

oak'um, n. Loose fibre got by picking old 
rope to pieces & used esp. in caulking 
(pick —, make this, esp. as formerly 
common task of convicts & paupers). 
[OE &-, acumbe, OHG achambi, f. &- 
away, off + cam.b- st. of comb] 

oar (or), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Pole with blade 
used (usu. in even numbers) to propel 
boat by leverage, esp. one worked by 
single rower (cf. sweep) with both hands 
(cf. scull), or to steer (chained to the —, 
constrained to work hard & long, with 
allusion to galley-slaves; pair-~, four-~, 
etc., boat with two, four, etc., —s; pulls 
a good —, is good ~sman; put in one’s —, 
interfere; have an — in every man’s boat, 
be a meddler; rest on one’s —s, cease work 
for a time); good, bad, young, practised, 
etc., ~sman; (fig.) wing, fin, arm used 
in swimming, etc.; —s'rarm, —s’ woman, 
rower, whence —s'mansjup(:i) n.; hence 
—'age(I) n. (poet.), (-)ed2 (ord), —'less, 

—'y2 (poet.), aa., (or-). 2. vb. How (t. & 
i.; poet.; ~ boat, water, air, one’s way; 
— one’s arms or hands, move them as in 
swimming). [OE dr, cogn. w. ON dr, qr, 
f. Gmc *airo, peril, cogn. w. Gk eretmos 
oar, eretes rower] 

oa'sis, n. (pi. oases). Fertile spot in desert 
(lit. & fig.). [LL f. Gk, app. of Egypt, 
orig. ] 

oast, n. Hop-drying kiln; —house, build¬ 
ing containing this. [OE ast, = MLG, 
MDu. eist, f. Gmc. *aistaz, cogn. w. L 
aestus heat] 

oat, n. (PI.) (grain yielded by) hardy 
cereal grown in cool climates as food for 
men & horses; (sing., rare exc. in comb.) 
—-plant, variety of —s; wild —, tall 
grass resembling —s (sow one’s wild —s, 
indulge in youthful follies before becom¬ 
ing steady); (poet.) —-stem used as 
musical pipe by shepherds etc., pastoral 
or bucolic poetry; —‘'cake, thin unleav¬ 
ened cako made of —meal, esp. in Scot¬ 

obedience 

land & N.; —'meoZ, meal from —s used 
esp. in —cake & porridge; *feel one’s —s 
(colloq.), feel important, display self- 
-importance. Hence —'en5 a. [OE ate, 
pi. dtan, excl. E, of unkn. orig.] 

oath, n. (pi. pr. odhz). 1. Solemn appeal to 
God or revered or dreaded person or ob¬ 
ject in witness that statement is true or 
promise shall be kept (lake an, make, 
swear an, —, bind oneself thus; on —, 
having thus sworn, made or stated or 
given by sworn person; Bible, corporal1, 

—); (form of words containing) statement 
or promise so corroborated (— of alle¬ 
giance, office, supremacy, etc.). 2. Name 
of God etc. used as expletive to give em¬ 
phasis or express anger etc., piece of pro¬ 
fanity in speech, curse. [OE alh, OS eth, 
OHG eid, ON eilhr, Goth aiths f. Gmc 
*aithaz] 

ob-, (before c-) oc-, (before /-) of-, (before 
p-) op-, pref. f. L ob in the way of, occur¬ 
ring chiefly in wds already compounded 
in L, w. senses: 1. Exposure, openness, 
(object, obnoxious, obtrude, obverse). 2. 
Meeting (occasion, occur, offend), facing 
(observe, obstetric, obviate, obvious, oppor¬ 
tune), direction (oblation, oblique, oblong, 
obsecrate, obtest, offer), spontaneity or 
friendliness (obey, obsequious, office). 3. 
Opposition or hostility (objurgate, obloquy, 
obstreperous, oppose, oppress, opprobrium, 
oppugn) or resistance (obdurate, obmutes- 
cent, obstinate, obtuse). 4. Hindrance, 
blocking, veiling, (obbligato, obese, obfus¬ 
cate, oblige, obliterate, obscure, obsess, 
obstacle, obstruct, obturate, occhide, occult, 
oppilate). 5. Finality or completeness 
(obiit, oblivion, obsolete, obtain, obtruncate, 
Occident, occupy). 6. (In mod. sci. wds) 
inversely, in direction or manner con¬ 
trary to the usual (obconical, obcordate, 
oblanceolaie, obovale, shaped like cone, 
heart, spike, egg, tapering downwards). 

dbblfga'to (-ah-), a. & n. (mus.). 1. (Of ac¬ 
companiment or part) inseparable, form¬ 
ing integral part of the composition, (opp. 
ad libitum). 2. n. (pi. — s). Such part or ac¬ 
companiment. [It., f. L oWipahts (OBLIGE)] 

ob'durate (or -urO, a. Hardened, im¬ 
penitent, stubborn. Hence ob'durACY n., 
—ly2 adv., (or -ur-). [ME, f. L ob(durare 
harden f. durus hard), -ate2] 

ob'eah (-a), ob'i1, n. Kind of sorcery 
practised by Negroes. [W. Afr.] 

obed'ience, n. Obeying as act or practice 
or quality, submission to another’s rule, 
compliance with law or command, (in — 
to, actuated by or in accordance with; 
passive —, surrender of one’s will to 
another’s without co-operation, also 
compliance with commands irrespective 
of their nature); (eccl., esp. R.-C.) being 
obeyed, (sphere of) authority, district or 
body of persons bound to—, (return to the 
— of the Pope-, not belonging to either the 

For words in ob- not given see ob-. 
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Raman or the Byzantine —). [ME, f. OF 
obedience f. L obedienlia (obey, -ence)] 

obed'ierit, a. Submissive to or complying 
with superior’s will, dutiful, (I! your ~ ser¬ 
vant, phase spoken formerly in courtesy, 
now only ironically, in taking leave, & 
written as concluding formula in letters 
of official or public character). Hence 
~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF obedient (obey, 
-ENT) ] 

obedien'tiary (-sha-), n. Holder of any 
office under superior in monastery or 
convent. [ME. f. med. L obedicntarius 
(OBEI)IENCE, -ARY1)] 

obeis'ance (-has-), n. Gesture, esp. bow 
or curtsy, expressing submission, respect, 
or salutation (arch.; make an, do, vay, ; 
deference, homage, submission, (do, make, 
■pay, ~). [ME, f. OF obeisance (obey, 
-ance) ] 

ob'elisk, n. 1. Tapering usu. monolithic 
shaft of stone square or rectangular in 
section with pyramidal apex; —shaped 
mountain, tree, etc. 2. (Also obelus) 
mark used in ancient MSS. to indicate 
that word or passage is spurious etc. (—, 
-r); (also obelus) mark of reference to note 
in margin etc. (t; double ~, }). [f. L f. 
Gk obeliskos dim. of obelos spit] 

eb'elize, -ise (-tz), v.t. Mark with the 
obelisk as spurious etc. [f. Gk obelizo 
(obelos see proc., -ize)] 

ob'elus, n. (pi. -lx). See obelisk. 
obese', a. Corpulent. Soobes'iTYn. [f. L 

OB(esus p.p., = having eaten, of idere eat) ] 
obey' (-ba), v.t. & i. Perform bidding of, 
be obedient to ; execute (command); be 
actuated by (force, impulse); do what one 
is bidden. [ME, f. OF obeir f. L OB(edire = 
audire hear) ] 

ob'fusclate, v.t. Darken, obscure, (mind 
etc.); stupefy, bewilder. So ~a'tion n. 
ff. LL OB(fuscare f. fuscxis dark), -ate3] 

obi1. See obeaii. 
ob'i2, n. Bright broad sash worn by 
Japanese women & children. [Jap. ] 

fib'lit, v.i. 3rd sing, past (abbr. ob.). Died 
(with date of death). [L, f. OB(ire it- go) 

_die] 
ob'it, n. (arch.). Memorial service esp. in 
institution on anniversary of founder’s 
or benefactor’s death. [ME, f. OF obit, f. 
L obitus death, as prec.] 

fib'Tter, adv. By the way, in passing, (usu. 
~ dic'tum, pi. -ta, judge’s expression of 
opinion uttered in arguing point or giving 
judgement but not essential to his deci¬ 
sion & therefore without binding autho¬ 
rity; also gen., incidental remark). [L, 
= ob iter by the way ] 

obit'uariy, n. & a. 1. Notice of death(s) 
esp. in newspaper, brief biography of 
deceased person; hence ~ist(1) n. 2. adj. 
Recording a death, concerning deceased 
person, [f. med. L obituarius (L obitus 
death, see obit, -ary1)] 

ob'ject1, n. 1. Thing placed before eyes or 
presented to sense, material thing, thing 
observed with optical instrument or re¬ 
presented in picture. 2. Person or thing 
of pitiable or ridiculous aspect. 3. Person 
or thing to which action or feeling is di¬ 
rected, subject of or for, (the Bible had 
been the ~ of his study; he is a proper ~ 
of or for charity). 4. Thing aimed at, end, 
purpose; ao~, formula in advertisements 
etc. announcing that the other party may 
make his own terms in the specified re¬ 
spect (money, time, distance, etc., no ~). 
5. (philos.). Thing thought of or appre¬ 
hended as correlative to the thinking 
mind or subject, external thing, the non- 
-ego. 6. (gram.). Noun or noun-equivalent 
governed by active transitive verb or 
by preposition (direct, indirect, that 
primarily, secondarily, affected by action, 
as shilling, him, in I gave him a shilling). 
7. —ball, at which player aims his in 
billiards etc.; ~-finder, contrivance for 
registering position of ~ on mounted 
microscopic slide so as to find it again; 
~-glass or -lens, lens in telescope etc. 
nearest the~ ; ~-lesson, instruction about 
a material ~ that is present for inspection, 
(fig.) striking practical illustration of some 
principle; —plate, on which ~ is placed 
for microscopic examination; ~-staff, 
surveyor’s levelling staff. Hence ~less a. 
[ME, f. med. L objectum thing presented 
to the mind, p.p. of L ob(jicereject- throw)] 

object'2, v.t. & i. Adduce (quality, fact) 
as objection (to theory etc.); state (usu. 
(licd-clause) as damaging fact to or against 
person etc.; state objection, feel or ex¬ 
press disapproval, have objection or dis¬ 
like to (I ~ to being. & incorrectly to be, 
treated like this; II / ~, words used in 
House of Commons in announcing inten¬ 
tion to oppose a motion etc. & so shelve 
it as not unopposed business). Hence 
objec'tOR n. (conscientious ~or, excused 
compulsory service, vaccination, etc. on 
pleading conscience). [ME, f. L object- 
(prec.)J 

objec'ti|fy, v.t. Present as object of sense, 
make objective, express in concrete form, 
embody. Hence ~fica'tion n. [object1, 
-I-, -FY] 

objec'tion, n. Objecting, thing objected, 
adverse reason or statement; expression 
or feeling of disapproval or dislike. [ME, 
f. OF, or LL objectio (object1, -ion)] 

objec'tionablle (-sho-), a. Open to objec¬ 
tion; undesirable, unpleasant, offensive, 
disapproved of. Hence ~ly2 adv. [prec., 
-ABLEj 

objec'tive, a. & n. 1. (philos.). Belonging 
not to the consciousness or the perceiving 
or thinking subject2, but to what is pre¬ 
sented to this, external to the mind, real. 
2. (Of person, writing, picture, etc.) 
dealing with outward things, exhibiting 

For words in ob- not given see ob-. 
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actual facts uncoloured by exhibitor’s 
feelings or opinions; (med., of symptoms) 
observed by another & not only felt by 
patient, whence ~ness, objectiv'rry, nn. 
3. (gram.). Constructed as, appropriate 
to, the object (~ case in English, that go¬ 
verned by transitive verb or preposition, 
distinguished in form from the subjective 
only in some personal pronouns, as him, 
cf. Tie; ~ genitive, as in ‘ the fear of God ’, 
cf. SUBJECTIVE genitive). 4. (Mil.)~ point, 
towards which advance of troops is 
directed, (transf.) point aimed at; hence 
~ly2 adv. 5. n. = object 1-glass; (gram.) 
~ case; (mil. & transf.) ~ point, [f. med. 
L objectivus (object1, -ive)1 

objectivism, n. Tendency to lay stress 
on the objective: doctrine that knowledge 
of non-ego is prior & superior to that of 
ego. [-ism] 

ob'jurg late, v.t. Chide, scold. So~a'tion 
n., ~ato?.Y (or -dtg'a-) a. [f. L Oli(jurgare 
quarrel), -ate31 

ob'late1, n. Person dedicated to monastic 
or religious life or work. [f. (med. L 
sense of) L ob(latus p.p. of ferre bring)] 

oblate'2 (or bb-), a. (geom.). (Of spheroid) 
flattened at poles (cf. prolate), [as prec.; 
sense of ob- doubtful] 

obla'tion, n. (Presenting of bread & wine 
to God in) Eucharist; thing offered to 
God, sacrifice, victim; donation for pious 
uses. Hence ~al (-sho-), ob'latORY, aa. 
[ME, f. OF or LL oblatio (oblate1, -ion)] 

ob'ligate, v.t. Bind (person legally or 
morally) to do (chiefly in p.p.). [f. L 
(OBLIGE, -ATE3)] 

obliga'tion, n. Binding agreement esp. 
one enforceable under legal penalty, writ¬ 
ten contract or bond; constraining power 
of a law, precept, duty, contract, etc. (of 
~, obligatory); one’s bounden duty, a 
duty, burdensome task; (indebtedness 
for) service or benefit (be, put, under an 
~; repay an ~). [ME, f. OF f. L obliga- 
tionem (oblige, -ation)] 

obligatory (or ob'liga-), a. Legally or 
morally binding, imperative & not merely 
permissive; constituting an obligation. 
[ME, f. LL obligatorius (foil., -TORY)] 

oblige', v.t. Bind (person, oneself) by 
oath, promise, contract, etc., to person or 
to do (arch., legal; also with oath etc. as 
subj.); be binding on; make indebted 
by conferring favour, gratify by doing 
or with; (colloq.) make contribution to 
entertainment (with song etc., or abs.); 
(pass.) be bound (to person) by gratitude 
(for small service); constrain, compel, to 
do. [ME, f. OF obliger f.~L OB(ligare bind)] 

obligee', n. (Law) person to whom an¬ 
other is bound by contract or to whom 
bond is given (cf. obligor) ; (rare) person 
who has received a favour, [prec., -EE] 

oblx'ging, a. Courteous, accommodating, 
ready to do kindness, complaisant. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [-ing2] 

ob'ligor, n. (legal). One who binds him¬ 

obscure 

self to another or gives bond, [oblige, -or] 

oblique' (-ek), a., & v.i. 1. Slanting, 
declining from the vertical or horizontal, 
diverging from straight lino or course. 
2. (Geom.) (of line, plane figure, surface) 
inclined at other than right angle, (of 
angle) acute or obtuse, (of cone, cylinder, 
etc.) with axis not perpendicular to plane 
of base; (anat.) neither parallel nor per¬ 
pendicular to body’s or limb’s long axis; 
(bot., of leaf) with unequal sides. 3. Not 
going straight to the point, roundabout, 
indirect. 4. (gram.). ~ case, other than 
nominative or vocative; ~ oration or nar¬ 
ration or speech, speaker’s words with the 
changes of person, tense, etc., usual in 
reports, indirect speech; hence or cogn. 
~ly2 (-ekl-) adv., obli'quiTY n. 5. v.i. 
(esp.mil.). Advance ~ly. [f. L obliquus] 

oblit'er|ate, v.t. Blot out, efface, erase, 
destroy, leave no clear traces of. So 
~a'tion n. [f. L oblittcrare, see -ate3] 

obllv'ion, n. Having or being forgotten, 
disregard, unregarded state, (Act, Bill, of 
0~, amnesty; fall into ~, be forgotten or 
disused). [ME, f. OF, f. L oblivionem f. 
oblivisci forget, -ion ] 

obliv'ious, a. Forgetful, unmindful, (of); 
(poet.) of, inducing, oblivion. Hence 
■~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, f. L obliviosus 
(oblivium forgetfulness as prec., -OSE1)] 

ob'long, a. & n. 1. Deviating from square 
or circular form by having one long axis, 
(of spheroid) prolate; (geom.) rectangular 
with adjacent sides unequal; (of paper, 
book, rectangular postage stamp or panel, 
etc.) greater in breadth than height; 
hence oblong'o- (-nggo) comb, form 
(bot.). 2. n. ~ figure or object, [f. L 
OB(longus long)] 

ob'loquy, n. Abuse, detraction; being 
generally ill spoken of. [ME, f. LL 
obloquium f. L ob(loqui speak) gainsay] 

obmiites'clence, n. Obstinate silence. So 
~ent a. [f. L ob(mutescere f. rnulus dumb, 
-ESCENT, -ENCE)] 

obno'xious (-kshus), a. Liable to harm or 
evil or attack (now rare); offensive, ob¬ 
jectionable, disliked, whence ~ly2 adv. 
Hence ~ness n. [f. L obnoxiosus, or 
obnoxius + -ous] 

ob'oe, n. Wood-wind double-reed instru¬ 
ment of treble pitch & plaintive incisive 
tone; organ reed-stop imitating this. 
Hence ob'oiST(3) n. [It., f. F as hautboy] 

ob'ol, n. Ancient-Greek silver coin. [f. 
L f. Gk obolos] 

obscene', a. Repulsive, filthy, loathsome, 
(arch.); grossly indecent, lewd. Hence or 
cogn. ~ly2 adv., obscen'iTY n. [f. F 
obscf.ne or L obscenus ] 

obscur'ant, n. Opponent of inquiry, en¬ 
lightenment, & reform. Hence ~ism(3) n., 
~ist(2) n. & a. [= G obscurant, f. L 
(OBSCURE, -ANT)] 

obscure', a. & n., & v.t. 1. Dark, dim, (~ 
rays, invisible heat-rays of solar spec¬ 
trum) ; (of colour) dingy, dull, indefinite; 
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indistinct, not clear; hidden, remote 
from observation; unnoticed; unknown 
to fame, humble; unexplained, doubtful; 
not perspicuous or clearlv expressed; 
lienee or cogn. ~ly2 adv., obscur'n’Y n. 
2. n. Obscurity, indistinctness. 3. v.t. 
Make ~, dark, indistinct, or unintel¬ 
ligible : dim glory of, outshine; conceal 
from sight; so obscurA'TiON n. [ME ; a.dj. 
f. OF obscur f. L obscurus; vb f. adj. or f. 
L obscurare] 

iibsi^uv' uni per obscnr'liis, n. TGNOTUM 
j>er ignotius. [L, = the obscure by the 
still more obscure] 

obsecration, n. Earnest entreaty: Li¬ 
tany petition beginning with By. [ME, f. 
L obsecratio f. OB(secrare = saerare f. sacer 
sacred) entreat] 

ob'sequies (-iz), n. pi. Funeral rites, a 
funeral. Hence obse'quiAL a. [ME ; pi. 
of obs. obseqny f. OF obseque f. med. L 
obsequiae mixture of L exsequiae funeral 
with obseqvium see foil. ] 

obse'quious, a. Obedient, dutiful, (arch.); 
servile, fawning. Hence~LY2 adv.,~NESS 
n. [ME, f. L obsequiosus f. OB(sequium f. 
seqvi follow) compliance ] 

obs€rv'|ance ( z-), n. Keeping or per¬ 
formance of (also of) law, duty, custom, 
ritual, etc.; act of religious or ceremonial 
character, customary rite; the rule of a 
religious order; II paying of deference or 
respect (arch.), also~ANCY n. [ME, f. OF, 
f. L observantia (observe, -ance)] 

obstirv'ant ( z ), a. & n. 1. Attentive in 
observance; acute or diligent in taking 
notice; hence ~ly2 adv. 2. n. Member 
of branch of Franciscan order that ob¬ 
serves the strict rule. [F (observe, 
-ant)] 

observation (-z-), n. 1. Noticing or being 
noticed, perception, faculty of taking 
notice; post, attitude, of~, favourable for 
watching from or in; ~ car, in train esp. 
in U.S., so built as to afford good views. 
2. (mil.). Watching of fortress or hostile 
position or movements (army etc. o/~, so 
engaged; ~ post, abbr. O. P. or O. Pip, 
esp. for watching effect of artillery fire). 
3. Accurate watching & noting of pheno¬ 
mena as they occur in nature (cf. experi¬ 
ment) with regard to cause & effect or 
mutual relations. 4. Taking of sun’s or 
other heavenly body’s altitude to And 
latitude or longitude. 5. Remark or 
statement, esp. one of the nature of com¬ 
ment. Hence ~al a., ~alLY2 adv., 
(-zervasho-). [ME, f. L observatio(observe, 
-ation)] 

obs£rv'atory(-z-),n. Building etc. whence 
natural, esp. astronomical, phenomena 
may be observed, [f. F observatoire, f. L 
observare see foil., -Tory] 

observle' (-z-), v.t. & i. 1. Keep, follow, 
adhere to, perform duly, (law, command, 
appointed time, method, principle, silence, 

rite, anniversary, etc.). 2. Perceive, mark, 
watch, take notice of, become conscious 
of, (the ~ed of all ~ers, person etc. on 
whom etc. attention is concentrated). 
3. Examine & note (phenomena) without 
aid of experiment. 4. Say, esp. by way of 
comment; make remark(s) on. Hence 
~'able a., —''er 1 n. (esp., interested spec¬ 
tator, person carried in aeroplane to note 
enemy’s position etc., person trained to 
watch for & identify aircraft; 0~er, as 
newspaper title), ~'ingLY2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF observer f. L ob(servare keep)] 

obsess', v.t. (Of evil spirit, delusion, or 
fixed idea) haunt, harass, preoccupy, fill 
mind of, (~ed by, with). So obse'ssioN 
(-shn) n. [f. L OB(sidere sess- = sedere sit) 
besiege] 

obsid'ian, n. Dark vitreous lava or 
volcanic rock like bottle-glass, [f. L 
obsidianus, false reading for Obsianus 
(Obsius personal name, -an)] 

obsolescent, a. Becoming obsolete, go¬ 
ing out of use or date; (biol., of organ 
once developed more fully) gradually dis¬ 
appearing. So ~ence n. [f. L OB(solescere 
f. solere be accustomed, see -escent), -ent] 

ob'solete, a. & n. 1. Disused, discarded, 
antiquated; (biol.) less developed than 
formerly or in cognate species, rudimen¬ 
tary; hence ~ness, ob'soletiSM(3, 4), nn. 
2. n. ~ person or thing, [f. L obsoletus 
p.p. as prec. ] 

ob'stacle, n. Hindrance, impediment, ('— 
-race, in which artificial or natural ~s 
have to be passed). [ME, f. OF, f. L 
obsiaculum f. OB(store stand) impede] 

obstet'ric(al), aa. Of midwifery, of child¬ 
birth & its antecedents & sequels, as 
branch of medicine & surgery. Hence 
obstet'rics, obstetri'ciAN (-Ishn), nn. 
[irreg. f. L obstetricius f. obstetrix midwife 
f. OB (stare or sistere stand), -trix] 

ob'stlnjate, a. Stubborn, inflexible, self- 
-willed, refractory. Hence or cogn. ~acy 
n.,~ateLY2 adv. [ME, f. L obstinatusp.p. 
of ob(stinare deriv. form of stare stand) 
persist 1 

obstrep'erous, a. Noisy, vociferous; tur¬ 
bulent, unruly, noisily resisting control. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L obstre- 
perus f. ob(strepere make noise), -otjs] 

obstruct', v.t. & i. Block up, fill with im¬ 
pediments, make impassable or difficult 
of passage; prevent or retard progress of, 
impede; practise (esp. Parliamentary) 
obstruction. [f. L OTi(struere struct- build) ] 

obstruction, n. Blocking or being 
blocked, making or becoming more or 
less impassable; hindering, esp. of Parlia¬ 
mentary business by talking against time, 
whence ~ism(3), ~ist(2), (-sho-), nn.; 
obstacle (~-guard, bar fixed before loco¬ 
motive to remove ~s from rails), [f. L 
obstructio (prec., -ion)] 

obstructive, a. & n. 1. Causing, intended 

For words in ob- not given see ob-. 
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to produce, obstruction; hence ~ly2 
adv., ~ness n. 2. n. ~ person, esp. in 
House of Commons, [as obstruct, -ive] 

obtain', v.t. & i. Acquire, have granted 
one, get, whence ~ment n. (rare), ~able 

a.; be prevalent or established or in vogue. 
[ME, f. OF obtenir f. L OB(tinere = tenere 
hold) keep ] 

obtect', a. (entom.). (Of the pupae of 
certain insects) enclosed in an outer chiti- 
nous case. [f. L OB(tegere led- cover)] 

obtest', v.t. & i. (arch.). Adjure, sup¬ 
plicate, call to witness; protest. So ob- 
testA'TiON n. [f. L OB(lestari f. testis 
witness)] 

obtrude' (-ood), v.t. Thrust forward (upon 
or on person or his attention) impor¬ 
tunately. So obtru'siON (-oozhn) n., 
obtrus'ivE a., obtrus'iveRY2 adv., ob- 
trus'iveNESS n., (-00-). [f. L OB(trudere 
trus- push)] 

obtrunc'ate, v.t. Cut off head of, top. [f. 
L OB(truncare f. truncus maimed), -ate3] 

obtund', v.t. (med.). Blunt, deaden, 
(sense or faculty). [ME, f. L Qltijundere tus- 
beat)] 

ob'tur|ate, v.t. Stop up, close, seal, (ori¬ 
fice in body, breech of gun, etc.). Hence 
or cogn. ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. L 
obturare, -ate3] 

obtuse', a. Of blunt form, not sharp- 
-pointed or sharp-edged; (geom., of angle) 
greater than one & less than two right 
angles; (of pain, the senses) dull, not 
acute; stupid, slow of perception. Hence 
~ly2 adv.,~NESS n., obtus'l-comb. form, 
[f. L p.p. of OBTUNDere] 

ob'vdrse, a. & n. 1. Narrower at base or 
point of attachment than at apex (esp. in 
nat. hist., including as general term 
OB ovate, OBlanceolate, etc.); answering as 
counterpart to something else; hence 
~ly2 adv. 2. n. Side of coin or medal 
bearing the head or principal design (cf. 
reverse) ; face of anything meant to be 
presented, front; counterpart of a fact or 
truth, [f. L obversus p.p. (foil.)] 

obvdrt', v.t. (log.). Infer another pro¬ 
position with contradictory predicate by 
changing quality of (proposition). So 
obver'siON (-shn) n. [f. L OB(verlere vers- 
turn) ] 

ob'vlate, v.t. Clear away, get rid of, get 
round, neutralize (danger, inconvenience, 
etc.), [f. LL OB(viare f. via way) with¬ 
stand] 

ob'vious, a. Open to eye or mind, clearly 
perceptible, palpable, indubitable. Hence 
~LY2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L obvius (ob viam 
in the way), -ous] 

oc-, pref. See 0B-. 
ocari'na (-re-), n. Small egg-shaped 
porcelain or metal musical wind-instru¬ 
ment. [It. (oca goose, -ina1)] 

occa'sion (-zhn), n., & v.t. 1. Juncture 
suitable for doing something, opportunity, 
(lake ~, avail oneself of opportunity to 
do; lake ~ by the forelock '). 2. Reason, 

occupant 

ground, justification, incitement, need, 
(there is no ~ to be angry; avoid all ~s of 
quarrel; Queen has no ~ for services of 
officer, formula of dismissal; gave ~ to a 
burst of laughter). 3. Subsidiary, inci¬ 
dental, or immediate cause (the cause of 
a revolution may be obscure while its ~ is 
obvious). 4. pi. Affairs, business, (esp. go 
about one’s lawful ~s). 5. (Particular 
time marked by) special occurrence (on 
this festive ~; on the ~ of his marriage; 
celebrate Wte~ ; rise to the~, show requisite 
energy etc.; this is a great ~); (up)on ~, 
whenever need arises, now & then. 6. v.t. 
Be the ~ or cause of, bring about esp. 
incidentally, cause (action etc., or person 
or thing to do). [ME, f. OP', or L occasio f. 
oc(cidere cas- = cadere fall), -ion ] 

occa'sional (-zho-), a. Arising out of, 
made or meant for, adapted for use on, 
acting on, special occasion(s); happening 
irregularly as occasion presents itself; 
coming now & then, not regular or 
frequent; ~ cause, secondary cause, 
occasion, also apparent cause (see foil.); 
II ~ licence (to sell liquor only at specified 
times & places). Hence ~ity (-41-) n., 
~ly2 adv. [-AL] 

occa'sional|ism (-zho-), n. Doctrine of 
some Cartesians that volition & sensation 
are connected with the following & pre¬ 
ceding material phenomena not causally 
but as separate productions of God on the 
same occasion. So~ist(2)u. [-ism] 

Oc'cident (Sks-), n. The west; western 
Europe; Europe; Europe & America; 
America; European as opposed to Oriental 
civilization, whence occiden'taliSM(3) n., 
occiden'talizE(3) v.t., occiden'taliST 
(2, 3) n., (-ks-). So occiden'tAL a., occi- 
den'talLY2 adv., (-ks-). [ME, f. OF, or f. 
L Occident- setting (occasion, -ent)] 

oc'ciput (Sks-), n. Back of head. So 
occip'itAi a., occip'Ito- comb, form, 
(-ks-). [L OC(ciput -itis = caput head)] 

occlude' (-loo-), v.t. (sci.). Stop up, close, 
obstruct, (pores, orifice); (chem.) absorb 
& retain (gases). So occIu'sion (-loozhn) 
n., (also, meteor.) closing of the cold front 
on to the warm front in a depression, 
occIus'or (-loo-) n. [f. L oc(cludere 
-clus- = claudere shut)] 

occult'1, a. Kept secret, esoteric; recon¬ 
dite, mysterious, beyond the range of 
ordinary knowledge; involving the super¬ 
natural, mystical, magical, whence <— 
ism(3), ~ist(2, 3), nn.; the ~, that which is 
~. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~NESS n. [f. L 
oc(culere -cult- cf. celare hide)] 

occult'2, v.t. & i. Conceal, cut off from 
view by passing in front, (usu. astron., & 
applied only when concealing body is of 
much greater apparent size than con¬ 
cealed); ~iwgr light in lighthouses, one 
that is cut off at regular intervals. So 
occultA'TlON n. [f. L occultare frequent, 
as prec. ] 

occ'uplant, n. Person holding property. 
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esp. land, in actual possession; one who 
occupies, or resides or is in, a place: one 
who establishes title to unowned thing by 
taking possession. Hence ~ancy n. [F, 
or f. L as occupy, -ant] 

occupa'tion, n. Occupying or being occu¬ 
pied; taking or holding possession, esp. 
of country or district by military force 
(army of ~, left to hold occupied region 
till regular government is set up), tenure, 
occupancy; what occupies one, means of 
filling one’s time, temporary or regular 
employment, business, calling, pursuit; 
|] ~ franchise, right to vote as tenant; ~ 
bridge, road, etc., private for use of occu¬ 
piers of land. Hence ~al (-sho) a., (esp.) 
incident to or arising from a person’s ~ 
(~aZ disease), based on or utilizing esp. 
light employment (~al therapy). [ME, f. 
OF, f. L occupationem (OCCUPY, -ATION) ] 

occ'upler, n. Person in (esp. temporary 
or subordinate) possession esp. of land or 
house, holder, occupant. [ME, f. foil., 
-ER 1 ] 

occ'upy, v.t. Take possession of (country, 
region, town, strategic position) by mili¬ 
tary force or settlement; hold (office), re¬ 
side in, tenant; take up or fill (space, 
time), reside or be in (place, position); 
busy, keep engaged, (esp. in pass. & refl.; 
occupied, ~ oneself, with or in). [ME; 
irreg. f. OF occupcr f. L OC(cupare cf. 
capcre take) seize ] 

occur', v.i. (-rr-). Be met with, he found, 
exist, in some place or conditions; come 
into one’s mind (esp. it ~s or ~red to 
me that —); take place, befall, happen, 
[f. L oc(currere run) go to meet] 

occu'rrence, n. Happening (is of frequent 
often occurs); incident, event. [F, 

= med. L occurrentia (prec., -ent), -ence] 

ocean (o'shn), n. Great body of water 
surrounding the land of the globe; one 
of the main areas into which geographers 
divide this (usu. reckoned as five, the 
Atlantic, Pacific, Indian, Arctic, & Ant¬ 
arctic, 0~s; German = north Sea); the 
sea (also poet, without the, as the dark 
unfathomed caves of~); immense expanse 
or quantity of anything (often ~s of); ~ 
greyhound, swift ship, esp. passenger 
liner; ~ lane, track prescribed for 
steamers; ~ tramp, cargo-carrying steam¬ 
er not engaged in single trade. Hence 
~og'raphy (osha-) n., ~ograph'ic(al) 

(oseo,-, osha-) aa., ~ward(s) a.dv. [ME, f. 
L f. Gk Gkeanos stream encircling earth’s 
disc, Atlantic] 

Ocean'ia (oshl-, osl-), n. Islands of Pacific 
& adjacent seas. [f. FOceanie( prec., -ia1)] 

Ocean'ian (oshian'yan, osi-), a. & n. 
(Native) of Oceania, [-an] 

ocean'ic, O-, (oshl-, osl-) a. Of, like, etc., 
the ocean; of Oceania, [-ic] 

Oce'anid (os-), n. (pi. ~s, ~es pr. -an'idez). 
Ocean nymph of Greek mythology, [f. 
Gk Okeanis -idos daughter of Ocean] 

ocill'us, n. (pi. -li). One of simple as 

opposed to compound eyes of insects; 
facet of compound eye; spot of colour 
surrounded by ring of other colour, 
whence o'ccIIate2, -ated, aa. [L, dim. 
of oculus eye] 

o'celot, n. Animal of cat tribe of S. & 
Central America, resembling leopard. 
[F, abridged by Buffon f. Mex. tlal(ocelotl 
jaguar) of the field, & applied to different 
animal] 

II och (see Ap.), int. = oh, ah, used in 
Scotland & Ireland. 

ochloc'racy (-kl-), n. Mob-rule. Hence 
och'locRAT n., ochlocRAT'ic a., (-kl-). [f. 
F ochlocratie f. Gk okhlokratia (okhlos mob, 
-CRACY)] 

ochre (ok'er), n. Kinds of native earth 
consisting of clay & hydrated oxide of 
iron used as pigments varying from light 
yellow to brown; pale brownish yellow. 
Hence ~ish (ok'er-), ochrA'CEOUs (-kra- 
shtts), ~ous (ok'ri-), och'rous, Sch'rY2, 
(-kr-), aa., ~o- (ok'ri-) comb. form. [ME, 
f. OF ocre f. L f. Gk oklira yellow ochre f. 
okhros yellow ] 

-ock, suf. forming nn. orig. w. dim. sense 
(hill~, bitl~, hull~, pculd~), which many 
of them have lost (padd~, bull~, poU~)\ 
hass~, bann~,matl~, are prob. of different 
orig. 

o’clock. See clock1. 

oct-. = octa-, octo-, before vowel. 
oc'ta-, comb, form of Gk okto eight. Hence 

octaM'ERons a. 
oc'tachord (-k-), a. & n. Eight-stringed 
(musical instrument); series of eight 
notes, e.g. the diatonic scale. Hence 
~al (-kdid-) a. [f. L f. Gk oktakhordos 
(prec., chord)] 

oc'tad, n. Group of eight, [f. LL f. Gk 
oktas f. okto eight, -ad(1)] 

oc'tagon, n. & a. Plane figure with eight 
angles & sides, object or building of such 
section; so octag'onAi, a., octag'onali.Y2 
adv.; (adj.) ~al. [f. L f. Gk oktagonos 
(octa-, gonia angle)] 

6ctahed'r|on, n. Solid figure contained 
by eight plane faces, & usu. by eight tri¬ 
angles (regular ~on, by equal & equilateral 
triangles); body, esp. crystal, of regular 
~al form. So ~al a. [f. Gk oktaedron 
(octa-, hedra seat) ] 

oc'tane, n. Hydrocarbon of the paraffin 
series; high-~, (of fuels used in internal- 
-combustion engines) having good anti- 
-knock properties, not detonating readily 
during the power stroke, [oct-, -ane(2)] 

oc'tant, n. 1. Arc of circle = 1/8 of circum¬ 
ference; 1/8 of circular area contained 
within two radii & arc; one of eight parts 
into which three planes intersecting (esp. 
at right angles) at point divide space 
round it. 2. (astron.). Point in planet’s 
apparent course 45° distant from given 
point, esp. point at which moon is 45° 
from conjunction or opposition with sun. 
3. Instrument in form of graduated 
eighth of circle used in astronomy & 
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navigation, [f. L ocians (L octo eight, cf. 
QUADRANT)] 

oc'tarchy (-kl), n. Aggregate of eight 
petty kingdoms (substituted by some 
historians for heptarchy), [octa-, cf. 
HEPTARCHY] 

octaroon. See octoroon. 

oc'tastyle, a. & n. (Portico or building) 
with eight columns at end or in front, 
[f. L f. Gk oklastulos (octa-, stulos pillar)] 

oc'tateuch (-k), n. First 8 O.-T. books. 
[f. LL f. Gk ocTAteukhos, cf. Pentateuch] 

oc'tave (-Iv), n. 1. The day week of a 
festival, eight days including festival & 
its day week. 2. Group or stanza of eight 
lines, octet. 3. (mus.). Note produced by 
twice or half the vibration rate of given 
note & eight diatonic degrees above or 
below it (second ~, ~ of the ~ in same 
direction; so third etc. ~); interval be¬ 
tween note & its ~ ; series of notes filling 
this; note & its ~ sounding together. 
4. Group of eight. 5. A fencing position. 
6. || Wine-cask holding 13i gal. 7. ~- 
-coupler, device connecting organ-keys an 
~ apart; ~-flute, piccolo, also organ flute- 
-stop an ~ higher than the ordinary. 
[(1) ME, f. OF, f. L octava dirts eighth day 
by inclusive reckoning (octavus f. octo 
eight); (2) repr. ottava rima ; (3) F, f. med. 
L octava (vox) ] 

octav'6, n. (abbr. Svo, oct.; pi. ~s). (Size 
of) book or page given by folding sheet 
three times to form quire of eight leaves, 
[f. L in6 octavo (prec.)] 

octav'us, See primus1. 

octenn'ial, a. Lasting, recurring every, 
eight years, (f. LL 0CT(ennium f. annus 
year) period of eight years, -al] 

octet(te)', n. (Composition for) eight 
singers or players; group of eight lines, 
esp. the first eight of sonnet, [f. L octo 
eight, after duet, qcartet(te)] 

octill'ion (-lyon), n. || Eighth power of 
million (1 followed by 48 ciphers). Hence 
~tii2 a. & n. [F (now = ninth power of 
thousand) as prec. after million ] 

II octingenten'ary (-j-), n. 800th anniver¬ 
sary. [f. L octingenti 800, after centen¬ 

ary] 

octo-, oct-, comb, form of L octo, & occas. 
(= octa-) of Gk ok to, eight. 

Octob'er (6-), n. Tenth month; beer 
brewed in~ (arch.). 10E, f. L (prec.), cf. 
December; ME Octobrc f. OF] 

Octob'rist (0-), n. & a. (Member) of 
moderate party in Russian Duma. [Oct. 
30, 1905, date of Imperial Constitutional 
Manifesto ] 

octocenten'ary (or -sSn'ten-), octScen- 
tenn'ial,nn. (Irreg. for) octinoentenary. 

octode'cimo, n. (abbr. 18mo; pl.~s). (Size 
of) book or page given by folding sheets 
into eighteen leaves, [for in 6 ~ f. L octo- 

(decimus tenth) eighteenth, cf. octavo] 

octogenar'ian, a. & n. (Person) between 
79 & 90 years old. [f. L octogenarius 
(octogeni eighty each, -ary1), -an] 

oc'tonal, a. Proceeding by eights (of 
coinage, numeral system, etc.), [f. L 
octonij_see foil., -al] 

octonar'ian, a. & n. (pros.). Eight-foot 
(line), (f. L octonarius versus eight-foot 
line (octoni eight each f. octo eight, -ary *), 
-AN] 

oc'tonary, a. & n. = octonal; (n.) group 
of eight, eight-line stanza (esp. of divi¬ 
sions of Ps. 119). [see prec.] 

oc'topus, n. (pi. ~es). (Kinds of) cephalo- 
pod mollusc with eight suckered arms 
round mouth; organized & usu. harmful 
ramified power or influence, [f. Gk okto- 
povs eight-footed (octo-, pous foot)] 

octoroon', -ta-, n. Offspring of quadroon 
& white, person of one-eighth Negro blood, 
[irreg. f. octo- after quadroon] 

octosyllab'ic, a. & n. Eight-syllable 
(verse), [f. LL octo (syllabus f. syllaba 
syllable), -ic] 

octosyll'able, n. & a. = prec.; word of 
eight syllables, [see prec. ] 

oc'troi (-rwah), n. Duty levied in some 
continental countries on goods entering 
town; place where, officials by whom, it 
is levied. [F (octroycr grant, as author- 

jzr.)] 
oc'tuplc, a., n., & v.t. Eightfold; (n.) pro¬ 
duct after multiplication by eight of; (vb) 
multiply by eight, [f. L octuplus a. (octo 
eight, cf. DOUBLE)] 

oc'ular, a. & n. Of, for, by, with, etc., the 
eye(s) or sight, visual, (~ demonstration, 
proof appealing to the eyes); (u.) eye- 
-piece of optical instrument. Hence~LY'a 

adv. [f. LL ocularis (oculus eye, -ar1)] 

oc'ularist, n. Maker of artificial eyes. [f. 
F oculariste (prec., -1ST)] 

oc'ulate, -ated, aa. = ocellate. [f. L 
oculus eye, -ate2] 

oc'ul|lst, n. Specialist in eye-diseases. 
Hence ~is'tic a. [f. F oculiste (L oculus 
eye, -ist)] 

oc'ulo-, comb, form of L oculus eye, (-0-), 
as ~nus’al of eye & nose, 

od, n. Power assumed to pervade nature 
& account for magnetism, crystallization, 
chemical action, mesmerism, etc. [arbi¬ 
trary formation of Baron v. Reiohenbach 
1788-1869] 

od'alisque (-k), n. Eastern female slave 
or concubine, esp. in Turkish Sultan’s 
seraglio. [F, f. Turk, odaliq (odah cham¬ 
ber, -tig function)] 

odd, a. & n. 1. Left over when the rest 
have been divided into two numerically 
equal sets (the ~ man, to whom casting- 
-vote falls in uneven-numbered committee 
etc.; the ~ trick in whist, thirteenth when 
each side has won six ; ~ man out, way of 
selecting one of three persons by tossing 
coins till only two agree). 2. (Of number) 
not divisible by two (~ cf- even, a game of 
chance); (of things or persons numbered 
consecutively) bearing such number. 
3. (Appended to number, sum, weight, 
etc.) with something over of lower 
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denomination etc. (forty ~, between 40 
& 50; sixty thousand with some extra 
hundreds, tens, or units; sixty~ thousand, 
between 00 & 70 thousand; twelve pounds 
~, with some shillings or pence). 4. I5y 
which round number, given sum, etc., is 
exceeded (here is a pound note; pay the bill 
c& keep the ~ money. There are 1006; xvhat 
shall -ice do with, the ~ six?). 5. Additional, 
casual, beside the reckoning, uncon¬ 
nected, unoccupied, incalculable, (picks 
up ~ iobs; do it at ~ moments: in some ~ 
corner-, ~ numbers, volumes, belonging to 
incomplete sets of magazines etc.). 6. 
Extraordinary, strange, queer, remark¬ 
able, eccentric, whence ~'ish1(2) a., 
■—/ly2 adv. 7. fellow, member of 
friendly society of Oddfellows with rites 
imitative of freemasonry; hence ~'xess 
n. 8. n. (golf). The ~, the stroke which 
one player has played more, than his 
opponent (opp. the like). [ME, f. ON 
odda- in odda- mathr third man, odd man, 
odda-taln odd number, f. oddi angle, 
triangle, cogn. w'. OE ord tip] 

odd'ity, n. Strangeness; peculiar trait; 
queer person; fantastic object, strange 
event, [-ity] 

odd'ments, n. pi. Odds & ends, [-ment] 
odds, n. pi. (formerly always, & still in 
phrases as below, treated as sing.). In¬ 
equalities (make ~ even, do away with 
these); difference (what’s the what 
does it matter?); variance, strife, (are at 
~ with fate)-, balance of advantage (the 
~ are in our favour-, have fought against 
longer ~); equalizing allowance to weaker 
competitor (give, receive, ~); ratio be¬ 
tween amounts staked by parties to bet 
(lay, give, ~ of three to one, said of party 
ottering the advantage; take ~, accept 
the advantage; ~-on, state of betting 
when ~ are laid); chances or balance of 
probability in favour of some result (it is 
~ or long ~ that or but, the ~ are that, he 
will do it); ~ <(• ends, remnants, stray 
articles, (perh. alteration of earlier odd 
ends), [app. pi. of odd used as n.; of. 
news] 

ode, n. (Orig.) poem meant to be sung 
(choral ~, song of chorus in Greek play 
etc.); (mod.) rhymed or rarely unrhymed 
lyric often in form of address, usu. of ex¬ 
alted style and enthusiastic tone, often in 
varied or irregular metre, & usu. between 
50 & 200 lines in length, [f. F, f. LB oda. f. 
Gk oide contr. of aoide (aeiddsing)] 

-ode, suf. forming nn. w. sense thing of the 
nature of (geode, phyllode); anode, cathode, 
electrode, are not examples, [f. Gk -odes 
adj. ending (-o-, -eides -like)] 

ode'um, n. (pi. -s, -ea). Building for musi¬ 
cal performances, esp. among ancient 
Greeks & Romans, [f. L f. Gk oideion] 

od'ic, a. Of on. [-ic] 
od'ious, a. Hateful, repulsive. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~NESS n. [ME, f. OF odieus f. 
L odiosus (odium, -ose1)] 

od'ium, n. General or widespread dislike 
or reprobation incurred by person or at¬ 
taching to action (exposed me to ~; the ~ 
of the transaction); ~ theolo'glcum, bitter¬ 
ness notoriously characterizing theolo¬ 
gians who disagree. [L, = hatred] 

odometer. See hod-. 
odon't|(o)-, comb, form of Gk odous 
odontos tooth, as ~orhflnc'ous, having 
toothlike serrations in the bill; —ogl6ssL 
um, kinds of orchids with large beauti¬ 
fully coloured flowers with tongue-shaped 
lips; ~oid ; 6dont6i/Ogy. 

odorif'erous, a. Diffusing (usu. agree¬ 
able) scent, fragrant. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[ME, f. L odorifer (ODOUR, -FEROUS)] 

Od'orous, a. (chiefly poet.). = prec. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [foil., -ous] 

od'our (-dcr), n. Pleasant or unpleasant 
smell, whence~less a.; fragrance; (arch., 
usu. pi.) substance(s) emitting sweet 
scent, perfnme(s); (fig.) savour, trace, (no 
~ of intolerance attaches to it)-, good or bad 
or ill repute or favour (is in bad ~ with the 
nonconformists); ~ of sanctity, reputation 
for holiness (orig. lit., sweet ~ exhaled by 
dying or exhumed saint). [ME, f. AF 
odour, OF odor f. L odorem -or)] 

od'yl, n. = od. [-yl] 

Od'yssey (5-), n. (pi. ~s). One of two 
great ancient-Greek national epics (cf. 
iliad) describing adventures of Odysseus 
or Ulysses returning from siege of Troy; 
any of the 24 books of this (in the fourth 
etc. ~); series of wanderings, long ad¬ 
venturous journey, [f. L f. Gk Odusseia 
(Odusseus, -ia1)] 

oe'cist (es-), n. Founder of (esp. ancient- 
-Greek) colony, [f. Gk oikistes (oikizd 
settle f. oikos house, -1ST) ] 

oecol'ogy (ek-), n. Var. of ecology. 

oecumen'ical (ek-), a. Of or representing 
the whole Christian world or universal 
church, general, universal, catholic, (of 
general councils of early, & of mod. R.-C., 
Church); world-wide. So oecumeni'ciTY 
(ek-) n. [f. LL f. Gk oikoumenikos f. he 
oikoumene the inhabited (earth) f. oikeo 
inhabit, -al] 

oedem'a (ed-), n. (path.; no pi.). Swollen 
state of tissue etc. with serous fluid, local 
dropsy. Hence ^tosE1, <~tous, aa., — 
touSLY2 adv., (edemr or ed6m-). [f. Gk 
oidema -atos (oideo swell)] 

Oed'ipus (ed-), n. Solver of riddles; ~ 
complex, a sexual complex held by psycho- 
-analysts of the Freudian school to in¬ 
fluence the child in regard to the parent 
of opposite sex. [f. Gk Oidipous, who 
guessed the Sphinx’s riddle, & in igno¬ 
rance married his mother] 

o’er (or), adv. & prep. = over (poet.), 
oer'sted (dr-), n. Unit of magnetic force. 

[0~, Danish physicist (d. 1851)] 
oesoph'aglus (es-), n. (pl.~l pr. -ji, ~nses). 
Canal from mouth to stomach, gullet. 
Hence oesopha'geAL (-j-) a., ~o- comb, 
form. [f. Gk oisophagos] 
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oes'trogen (es-), n. Female sex-hormone, 
[foil., -GEN] 

oes'trum, -us, (es-), n. Gadfly; stimulus, 
vehement impulse, frenzy; sexual heat 
of animals, rut. [f. Gk oistros] 

of (Ov, ov), prep, connecting its noun with 
preceding n., adj., adv., or vb, & indicat¬ 
ing the relations roughly classified as 
follows: 1. Removal, separation, point 
of departure, privation, (north, within a 
mile, upwards, have the advantage, of; 
*back of, behind; wide of the mark; heal, 
rid, ease, brought to bed1, of; destitute, 
empty, free, bare, of; take leave1 of; balk, 
cheat, defraud, deprive, disappoint, of; 
independently, guiltless, irrespective, of). 
2. Origin, derivation, cause, agency, 
authorship, (be, come, descend, spring, of; 
borrow, buy, win, receive, hire, of; take it 
ill of; have comfort, wish one joy, of; ask, 
demand, learn, exjject, of; of one’s own 
ACCORD2 ;Of COURSE l,0f RIGHT,of NECESSITY ; 
of oneself, spontaneously; die of; smell, 
savour, smack, of; tired, ashamed, afraid, 
glad, proud, of; sick of measles, laid up 
with, sick of delays, disgusted by; warned 
of God, forsaken of God & man, by; it ivas 
kind, foolish, naughty, clever, cruel, well 
done, of you to say so; has the approval of 
his master; the works of Shakespeare, Iliad 
of Homer). 3. Material, substance, closer 
definition, identity, (house of cards; built 
of brick; make a fool1, the best1, of; 
make 1 much of; a family of eight; the name 
of Jones; the class of idiots; city of Rome, 
vice of drunkenness; a fool of a man, her 
scamp of a husband, the worst liar of any 
man I know; had a bad time, troublesome 
journey, of it). 4. Concern, reference, 
direction, respect, (think well of him; 
never heard of it; was informed of the fact; 
is true of every case; repent, beware, of; 
cannot conceive, accept, approve, think, of;, 
does not admit or allow of; accuse, convict, 
suspect, of; avail, bethink, oneself of; 
short, guilty, certain, sure, confident, fond, 
of; swift of foot, blind of an eye, hard of 
heart, hard of hearing; at 30 years of age). 
5. Objective relation (the levying of taxes; 
love of virtue; in search of knowledge; great 
eaters of pork; redolent, productive, fruit¬ 
ful, lavish, prodigal, sparing, capable, 
sensible, careful, observant, desirous, 
impatient, characteristic, destructive, in¬ 
dicative, of). 6. Description, quality, 
condition, (man of tact, person of con¬ 
sequence, farm of 100 acres, the hour of 
prayer, potatoes of our own growing; girl 
of ten years, or, with mixed construction, 
of ten years old). 7. Partition, classifica¬ 
tion, inclusion, selection, (no more of that; 
some, five, of us, = (a) a portion, or five, of 
us who are more numerous, or by exten- 
tion, (b) we, being several or five persons; 
so any part, or the whole, of it; the most 
dangerous of enemies; he of all men, he 
most or least of all; is the one thing of all 
others that, illog. for of all that; song of 
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songs, holy of holies, those best deserving 
the name; is one of a, ten, thousand, such 
as occurs only in one among 1,000, 10,000, 
cases; a friend of mine, of the vicars, i.e. 
orig. in the number of my, the vicar’s, 
friends, but extended to illog. contexts, 
as that long nose of his, this only son of the 
vicar’s; drink deep of flattery, partake 
of food; was sworn of the Council, ad- 
admitted as member; his temper is of the 
quickest, belongs to the quickest class; 
a sort of thud; comes in of an evening, at 
some time in the evenings; of old, yore, 
late years, late, somewhere in the specified 
periods). 8. Belonging, connexion, posses¬ 
sion, (we of the middle class; companions 
of his exile; articles of clothing; themanners 
of today; a thing of the past; the master of 
the house; the widow of the man who was 
killed; a topic of conversation; esp. with 
words that naturally require supplement¬ 
ing, as the cause, result, counterpart, oppo¬ 
site, image, of). 9. because, by mean xs, for 
fear1, for the sake, in behalf, in case1, 

in face1, in respect, in spite, instead, on 
account2, on behalf, on the point, of. 
[OE of, unaccented form of sef, orig. af, 
= OS, ON, Goth af, OHG ab(a) f. Gmc 
*abh(a), cogn. w. L ab, Gk apo] 

of-, pref. See OB-. 

off (awf, 6f), adv., prep., a., n., & v.t. 1. 
adv. Away, at or to a distance, (rode ~; 
beat ~ the attack; keep assailant ~; ward ~ 
disaster; take oneself, be, make, ~, depart; 
~ with you !, go; ~ with his head !, behead 
him; fall, go, ~, deteriorate; of ship, fall 

become less close to wind; the bullet 
glanced ~; go ~, fall asleep ; is far, three 
miles, two years, ~); (so as to be) out of 
position, not on or touching or dependent 
or attached, loose, separate, gone, (my 
hat is ~; take his clothes ~; cut, break, 
shake, etc., ~; throw ~ reserve, become 
open or candid; be ~ with the old love, 
have severed connexion; get one’s daugh¬ 
ters, stock, ~, disposed of by marriage, 
sale; ihe gilt is ~, disillusionment has 
come; we are ~ now, just started, start¬ 
ing, or about to start); so as to break 
continuity or continuance, discontinued, 
stopped, not obtainable, (broke ~, ceased 
to speak; leave ~ work; the engagement, 
bargain,negotiation,is ~; declare~, refuse 
or rescind engagement; cut ~ supplies; 
the gas, asparagus, is ~, no longer to be 
got); to the end, entirely, so as to be 
clear, (clear, drink, pay, polish, ivork, ~); 
BUY, COME, DASH1, GET, MARK2, PALM, PASS, 

RATTLE, SHOW, TAKE, ~ ; RIGHT, STRAIGHT, 

well, badly, comfortably, etc., ~, so 
circumstanced or supplied with money; 
~ & on, intermittently, waveringly, now 
& again; ~-load, ~-saddle, S.-Afr. for mi-. 
2. prep. From, away or down or up from, 
disengaged or distant from, (so as to be) 
no longer on, (drove them ~ the seas; is ~ 
the beaten track; fell ~ a ladder; take cover 
~ dish; eats ~ silver plate; take thing, 
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■matter, ~ one’s hands, relieve him of it; 
had borrowed £20 ~ plaintiff vulg.; ~ 
one’s head1, feed2; —beat, unusnal or 
unconventional; ~ colour, out of con¬ 
dition, indisposed; ~ one’s game, not 
playing as well as usual; ~ smoking, not 
indulging in it, disinclined for it; took 
something ~ the price; is — duty or work; 
cutaslice~, dine ~, the joint-, was only a 
yard ~ me; keep ship two points ~ the wind; 
~ the point, irrelevant(ly); ~ the map, 
si., vanished, no longer existing; in a 
street ~ the Strand, turning out of it; 
from ~, arch., poet., or vulg., = ~; — 
hand, extempore, without premeditation, 
unceremoniously, whence ~hand', — 
hand'ED2, aa., ~hand'edLY2 adv., — 
hand'edNESS n.; ~ shore, a short way 
out to sea; so ~-shore fisheries-, -shore 
purchases, goods and services purchased 
by one country in another country; 
-—shore wind, blowing seawards; anchored 
~ the point, cape, etc., opposite & a short 
way from it; ~ side in football, between 
ball & opponents’ goal, so ~-si<fe play, 
rule-, ~-white, not quite white); with a 
handicap of the plays~ 5). 3. adj. Farther, 
far, (on the ~ side of the wall); (of horses 
etc. or vehicles) right (opp. near2, w. ref. 
to side at which rider usu. mounts; the ~ 
leader, front wheel, hind leg, side); (crick.) 
towards, in, or coming from, that half of 
the field as divided by line through two 
middle stumps in which playing batsman 
does not stand (opp. on2, leg ; an ~ drive, 
whence ~drive' v.t.; ~ stump; long 1 ~; 
an ~ break); subordinate, divergent, (in 
an ~ street; fig. of argument etc., that 
is an ~ issue); contingent, improbable, 
(there is an ~ chance that); disengaged 
(will do it on my next ~ day); || ~-licence, 
to sell beer etc. for consumption ~ the 
premises; ~-print, a separate, printed 
copy of article etc. that was orig. part of 
larger publication. 4. n. (crick.). The ~ 
side. 5. v.t. (colloq.). Announce intention 
of abandoning or annulling (negotia¬ 
tion, agreement, undertaking); withdraw 
from negotiation or engagement with 
(person), [different, sp. of of, since 
15/16th c, ] 

off'al, n. Refuse, waste stuff, scraps, gar¬ 
bage ; parts cut off as waste from carcass 
meant for food, esp. entrails, also head, 
tail, kidneys, heart, tongue, liver, etc.; 
carrion, putrid flesh; low-priced fish (e.g. 
plaice as opp. sole or other prime fish); 
bran or other by-product of grain (often 
pi.); offscourings, dregs; ~ milk, wheal, 
wood, etc., inferior. [ME, f. MDu. afval 
f. af of +vallen fall1] 

offence', ‘offense', n. Stumbling-block, 
occasion of unbelief etc., (now rare); 
attacking, aggressive action, taking the 
offensive, (the most effective defence is ~); 
wounding of the feelings, wounded feel¬ 
ing, annoyance, umbrage, (no ~ was 
meant; too quick to take ~; give ~ to; 
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cannot be done without ~); transgression, 
misdemeanour, illegal act, (esp. commit an 
~ against). Hence ~LESS (si-) a. [ME & 
OF offens f. L offensus, -us annoyance, & 
ME & F offense f. L offensa a striking 
against, both f. ov(fendere fens- strike)] 

offend', v.i. & t. Stumble morally, do 
amiss, transgress, (against law, decency, 
person, etc.), whence ~er1 n. (esp. first 

~er), ~ing2 a.; wound feelings of, anger, 
cause resentment or disgust iu, outrage, 
(am sorry you are ~e<2; ~ed at or by thing, 
with or by person; ~ her delicacy, my sense 
of justice), whence ~edLY2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF offendre f. L as prec. ] 

offen'srve, a. & n. 1. Aggressive, intended 
for or used in attack, (~ arms, movement; 
opp. defensive); meant to give offence, 
insulting, (~ language); disgusting, ill- 
-smelling, nauseous, repulsive; hence 
~ly2 adv., —-ness n. 2. n. Attitude of 
assailant, aggressive action, (take, act on, 
abandon, the ~); an attack, ~ campaign 
or stroke, (the long-expected German ~); 
movement, as peace [f. F (-if, -ive), or 
f. med. L offensivus (offence, -ive)] 

off'er1, v.t. & i. 1. Present (victim, first- 
-fruits, prayer) to deity, revered person, 
etc., by way of sacrifice, give in worship 
or devotion, whence ~ing1(4) n. 2. Hold 
out in hand, or tender in words or other¬ 
wise, for acceptance or refusal (~ed me his 
hymn-book to look over; TAKEm <£• ~ed; rvas 
~ed a free pardon; ~ an opinion, a few 
remarks, etc.; ~ no apology). 3. Make 
proposal of marriage. 4. Show for sale. 
5. Give opportunity to enemy for baltle. 
6. Express readiness to do if desired; 
essay, try to show, (violence, resistance, 
etc., often to); show an intention to do 
(~ed to strike me). 7. (Of things) present 
to sight or notice (each age ~s its charac¬ 
teristic riddles); present itself, occur, (as 
opportunity ~s; the first path that ~cd). 
[OE offrian in religious sense f. L of(ferre 
bring); other senses f. OF offrir of same 
orig. ] 

off'er2, n. Expression of readiness to give 
or do if desired, or to sell on terms (on ~, 
for sale at certain price), proposal esp. of 
marriage; bid. [ME, f. OF offre (prec.)] 

off'ertory, n. Part of mass or communion 
preceding canon, at which alms of con¬ 
gregation are usu. collected; (improp., by 
confusion of offertory & offerings) the 
alms collected; collection of money at 
religious service. [ME, f. eccl. L offer- 
torium (LL offert- for L oblat- p.p. st. of 
offerre offer1, -ory) offering] 

off'ice, n. 1. Piece of kindness, attention, 
service, (ill ~) disservice, (owing to, by, the 
good or ill ~s of). 2. Duty attaching to 
one’s position, task, function, (it is my 
the ~ of the arteries, to). 3. Position with 
duties attached to it, place of authority or 
trust or service esp. of public kind (was 
given an ~ under Government), tenure of 
official position esp. that of minister of 

838 



officer 839 

State (take, enter upon, hold, leave, resign, 
~ ; Jack1 in ~). 4. Ceremonial duty (esp. 
perform the lost ~s to, rites due to the 
dead). 5. (eccl.). Authorized form of wor¬ 
ship, daily service of R.-C. breviary (also 
divine ~; say ~, recite this), Anglican 
morning & evening prayer, (introit at be¬ 
ginning of) mass or communion service, 
any occasional service such as the 0~ for 
the Dead. 6. Place for transacting business 
(goes down to the ~ at 9 a.rn.); room etc. in 
which the clerks of an establishment work, 
counting-house; (with qualification) room 
etc. set apart for business of particular 
department of large concern (II booking, 
inquiry, goods, lost-property, in railway 
station) or local branch of dispersed or¬ 
ganization (our Manchester ~; a post, 
telegraph, —) or company for specified 
purpose (insurance, fire or fire-insurance, 
-~). 7. (0~) quarters or staff or collective 
authority of a Government department 
(the FOREIGN, WAR1, POST2, 0~). 8. pi. 

Parts of house devoted to household 
work, storage, etc. 9. II (si.). Hint, signal, 
as give, take, the ~. 10. Holy 0~, the 
inquisition; ~-bearer, official or officer. 
[ME, f. OF f. L OF(ficium f. faccre do) 
service] 

olf'icer, n., & v.t. 1. Holder of public, 
civil, or ecclesiastical office, queen’s ser¬ 
vant or minister, appointed or elected 
functionary, (usu. with qualification, as ~ 
of health, of the Household, or public, 
medical, ~; || relieving ~, see relieve). 

2. President, treasurer, secretary, etc., of 
society. 3. Bailiff, constable. 4. Person 
holding authority in navy, army, air 
force, or mercantile marine, esp. with 
commission in army or navy (general, 

STAFF, COMMISSION led, FIELD1, COMPANY1, 

brevet, warrant1, non-commissioned, ~ 
in army; flag4, commission led, warrant 1, 

petty, ~ in navy; Naval ~s: Admiral of 
the Fleet, Admiral, Vice-Adm., Rear- 
- A dm., Commodore, Captain, Commander, 
Lieutenant, Sub-lieut., Midshipman; 
Army~s: Field Marshal, General, Lieut.- 
-Gen., Major-Gen., brigadier (formerly 
Brigadier-Gen.), Colonel, Lieut.-Col., 
Major, Captain, Lieutenant, Second 
Lieut.; air1 Force ~s); || Officers’ Train¬ 
ing Corps (abbr. O.T.C.; orig. for the 
Territorial Force, & multiplied for the 
1914-18 war); member of 4th class of 
Order of the British Empire (O.B.E.). 
5. v.t. (usu. in p.p.). Provide with ~s, 
act as commander of. [ME, f. AF officer, 
= OF -ier, f. med. L officiarius (prec., 
-ARY1)] 

offi'eial (-shl), a. & n. 1. Of an office, the 
discharge of duties, or the tenure of an 
office; holding office, employed in public 
capacity; derived from or vouched for by 
person(s) in office, properly authorized; 
(med.) according to the pharmacopoeia, 
officinal; usual with persons in office (~ 
solemnity, red tape, etc.); hence ~ly2 

oft 

adv. ~ize(3) v.t., (-sha-). 2. n. Presiding 
officer or judge of archbishop’s, bishop’s, 
or esp. archdeacon’s court (usu. ~ prin¬ 
cipal); person holding public office or 
engaged in ~ duties, whence ~dom, 

~ese' (-ez), ~ jargon, ~ism(2), nn., (-sha-). 
[adj. 16th c. f. F f. LL officialis (office, 

-al); n. ME f. AF, OF (as prec.)] 
offi'cilate (-shl-), v.i. Discharge priestly 

office, perform divine service, so ~ant(1) 

n.; act in some official capacity, esp. on 
particular occasion (usu. as host, best 
man, etc.), [f. med. L officiare perform 
divine service (office), -ate3] 

offi'cinal, a. (Of herb or drug) used in 
medicine or the arts; (of medical prepara¬ 
tion) kept ready at druggists’, made from 
pharmacopoeia recipe (now usu. official), 

(of name) adopted in pharmacopoeia. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. med. L officinalis f. 
L officina, -al] 

offi'eious (-shits), a. (Given to) offering 
service that is not wanted, doing or 
undertaking more than is required, in¬ 
trusive, meddlesome, whence ~ness n.; 
(diplom., opp. official) informal, un¬ 
officially friendly or candid, not binding. 
IIence~LY2 adv. [f. L officiosus obliging 
(OFFICE, -OHS)] 

off'ing (or aw-), n. Part of visible sea 
distant from shore or beyond anchoring 
ground (was seen in the ~); position at 
distance from shore (gain, keep, etc., an 
~); freq. fig., cf. horizon. [OFF, -ing1] 

off'ish (aw-, 6-), a. (colloq.). Inclined to 
aloofness, distant or stiff in manner. 
Hence ~ness n. [off, -ish1; cf. uppish] 

off'seourings (awfskowr-, 6-), n. pi. 
Refuse, filth, dregs, (usu. of; lit., & fig. of 
persons, as the~ of humanity), [off, scour, 

-ING‘(2)] 

off'set (aw-, 6-), n., & v.t. 1. Start, set-off, 
outset, (rare); short side shoot from stem 
or root serving for propagation, (transf. 
& fig.) offshoot, scion, mountain-spur; 
compensation, set-off, consideration or 
amount diminishing or neutralizing effect 
of contrary one; (surv.) short distance 
measured perpendicularly from main line 
of measurement; (archit.) sloping ledge 
in wall etc. where thickness of part above 
is diminished; bend made in pipe to carry 
it past obstacle; (typ.) smudging of clean 
sheet through being laid on freshly- 
-printed surface; ~ process, method of 
printing in which ink is first transferred 
from a plate to a uniform rubber surface 
and then to the paper etc. 2. v.t. Counter¬ 
balance, compensate, [off, set 1 ] 

off'shdot (aw-, 6-), n. Side shoot or branch 
(lit. & fig.), derivative, [off, shoot] 

off'spring (or aw-), n. Progeny, issue, 
(fig.) result. [OE (of, off, spring)] 

Of'l&g (6-), n. German prison camp for 
officers. [G, = O/fiziersiaper] 

oft (aw-, 0-), adv. Often (arch, except in 
comb, with p.p. or part., as —told, ~- 
-recurring; many a time & ~, often); 
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'—times, often (arch.). [OE oft, OS oft(o), 
OHG ofto, ON oft, Goth, ufta) 

often (aw'fn, o'fn; occas. -ten), adv. & a. 
(—er, —est). Frequently, many times, at 
short intervals, (with singular generalized 
subject) in a considerable proportion of 
the instances (the victim — dies of it); — 
& —, emphatic form; —times, — (arch.); 
(adj.; arch.) frequent (by — siudy o/ if). 
[ME, extended f. prec. ] 

og'doad, n. The number, a set of, eight. 
[f. LL f. Gk ogdoas (okto eight, -ad) ] 

ogee', n. & a. (Moulding) showing in 
section a double continuous curve, con¬ 
cave below passing into convex above; 
S-shaped (line); ~ arch, doorway, window, 
with two ~ curves meeting at apex. 
Hence ~’d' [-ed2] a. [app. f. F ogive, 
being the usu. moulding in groin-ribs] 

og(h)am (og'am), n. Ancient British and 
Irish alphabet of twenty characters; 
inscription in this; one of the characters. 
[OIr. ogam, referred to Ogma supposed 
inventor ] 

ogive (oj'iv, ojiv'), n. Diagonal groin or 
rib of vault; pointed or Gothic arch, 
whence ogiv'AL a. [F, of unkn. orig. ] 

o'gle, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Cast amorous 
glances; eye amorously; hence og'lER1 n. 
2. n. Amorous glance, [late 17th c. cant, 
of LG orig.; cf. LG oegeln (= G ciugeln) to 
eye or ogle ] 

Og'pu (Og'poo), n. Former (1922-35) 
organization for combating counter¬ 
revolutionary activities in Soviet Russia, 
[initial letters of Obedinennoe Oosudar- 
stvennoe Policheskoe Upravlenie, United 
State Political Administration] 

o'gre (-ger), n. Man-eating giant. Hence 
or cogn. ish 1 (-ger-), og'riSH1, aa., 
og'rESS1 n. [F, first used by Perrault 
1697, of unkn. orig.) 

Ogy'gian (o-), a. Of obscure antiquity, 
prehistoric, [f. L f. Gk Ogugios of Oguges 
mythical king of Attica or Boeotia] 

oh (o), int. See o2. 
ohm (om), n. Unit of electrical resistance; 
~-ammeter, instrument measuring electri¬ 
cal current & resistance. Hence ~'age n., 
electrical resistance measured in ~s, 
~'meter n. [G. S. Ohm, German physicist 
1787-1854] 

oho', int. expressing surprise or exulta¬ 
tion. [o2, HO] 

oh yes. See oyez. 

-oid, suf. forming adjj. & nn. w. sense 
(something) having the form of, resembling; 
chiefly on Gk (rhomboid), rarely L (fucoid) 
or other (alkaloid) stems; adjj. as thyroid, 
simioid, nn. as asteroid, amygdaloid; from 
the nn. an adj. in -oidal is formed as 
cycloidal, [f. mod. L -aides f. Gk -oeides 
(-0- -f -eides like) f. which also -ode] 

oil n. 1. (Kinds of) liquid viscid unctuous 
inflammable chemically neutral sub¬ 
stance lighter than & insoluble in water 
& soluble in alcohol & ether (there are 
three classes: fatty or fixed ~s of animal 

oiler 

or vegetable origin, greasy & non-distil- 
lable, subdivided into drying ~s, which 
by exposure harden into varnish, & non- 
-drying ~s, which by exposure ferment, 
the latter used as lubricants, illuminants, 
soap constituents, etc.; essential or volatile 
~s chiefly of vegetable origin, acrid, lim¬ 
pid, & distillable, giving plants etc. their 
scent, used in medicine & perfumery; 
mineral ~s used as illuminants. Particu¬ 
lar kinds are named from source with of, 
as ~ of almonds, or with source or use 
preceding, as cod-liver, olive, salad, hair, 
—); pour — on the flame etc., aggravate 
passion etc.; pour — on the waters, smooth 
matters over; smell of —, bear marks of 
study; burn the midnight —, read or work 
far into the night; strike —, lit., find 
petroleum by sinking shaft, fig., attain 
prosperity or success; ~ & vinegar, type 
of dissimilar or irreconcilable things; 
strap etc. -~, flogging with strap etc. 
2. = —colour (often pi.). 3. = ~skin 
(usu. pi.). 4. —-bird, -nut, -palm, -plant, 
-seed, -tree, kinds of bird etc. from 
which ~ is got; —-bush, ~-filled socket 
for upright spindle [bush3]; —’cake, 
mass of compressed linseed etc. left 
when ~ has been expressed, used as cattle 
food or manure; —'can, containing ~, 
esp. long-nozzled for oiling machinery; 
—'cloth, fabric waterproofed with ~, ~- 
skin, canvas coated with drying ~ & used 
to cover table or floor; —-coat, of ~skin; 
~-colour, paint made by grinding pigment 
in~ (usu. pi.); —(-)engine (driven by the 
explosion of vaporized ~ mixed with 
air); field, district yielding mineral ~ ; 
~-gauge, hydrometer measuring speci¬ 
fic gravity of ~s; gilding, -gold, 
goldleaf laid on linseed-~ mixed with 
yellow pigment; ~-gland, secreting ~; 
'—hole, in machinery to receive lubricat¬ 
ing ~; '—’man, maker or seller of ~s; <■— 
-meal, ground linseed cake; ~-paint, = 
'---colour; ~-painting, art of painting, 
picture painted, in ~-colours; ~-paper, 
made transparent or waterproof by soak¬ 
ing in ~ ; '--press, apparatus for pressing 
~ from seeds etc.; ~'skin, cloth water¬ 
proofed with ~, garment or (pi.) suit of 
this; spring, yielding mineral ~; 
stone, (fine-grained stone used with ~ as) 
whetstone; —tanker. Hence ~'less a. 
[ME oli, oile f. ONF olie = OF oile &c. 
f. L oleum (olea olive); OEele dir. f. L] 

oil2, v.t. & i. Apply oil to, lubricate, (~ 
the wheels, lit., & fig. make things go 
smoothly by courtesy, bribery, etc.; ~ 
one’s hand or ~ one, bribe him; ~ one’s 
tongue, say smooth things, flatter); (with 
butter, grease, etc., as subj. or obj.) turn 
(t. & i.) into oily liquid; impregnate or 
treat with oil (~ed sardines; ~ed silk, 
waterproofed with oil); ~ed (si.), slightly 
drunk, [f. prec.] 

oil'er, n. In vbl senses; esp. oilcan for 

oiling machinery, [-er1] 
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oil |y, a. Of, like, covered or soaked with, 
oil; (of manner etc.) fawning, insinuating, 
unctuous. Hence ~1ly2 adv., ~1ness n. 
[-Y2] 

oint'ment, n. Unctuous preparation ap¬ 
plied to skin to heal or beautify, unguent. 
[ME oigne-, ointment f. OF oigneme.nl f. 
oindre (anoint, -ment); forms oint- after 
obs. vb oint anoint] 

Oireachtas (er'axthas), n. Legislature 
of Eire, the President & two Houses, 
Dail Eireann (Chamber of Deputies) & 
Seanad Eireann (Senate). [Ir. ] 

oka'pi (-ah-), n. Bright-coloured partially 
striped Central-Afr. ruminant discovered 
1900 with likeness to giraffe, deer, & 
zebra, [native] 

ok'ra, n. Tall malvaceous plant bearing 
mucilaginous seed-pods used as a vege¬ 
table & for thickening soups. [W.-Afr. 
native name] 

-ol, chem. suf. 1. Termination of alcohol 
used in names of alcohols in the wider 
sense or analogous compounds (methol, 
phenol). 2. = L oleum oil {benzol). 

old, a. (elder1, eldest, in particular uses; 
ordinarily ~er, ~es(), & n. 1. Advanced 
in age, far on in natural period of exis¬ 
tence, not young or near its beginning, {the 
~, aged people; young <£• ~, every one; ~ 
age, later part of life; ~-age pensions, 
II weekly payments to ~ persons on 
account of their age; II Old Lady of 
Threadneedle Street, Bank of England; 
~ man of the sea, person who cannot be 
shaken off; ~ man, woman, party, etc.; ~ 
man, also as name for southernwood, & 
naut. si. for ship’s captain; my etc. ~ man, 
colloq., husband; ~ man’s beard, kind of 
moss, also -wild clematis; my etc. ~ woman, 
colloq., wife; ~ woman, fussy or timid 
man, whence ~-wo'maniSH1, ~-wo- 
maniY \ aa., wo'manishNESS, -—wo- 
manliNESS, nn., (-woo-); my etc. ~ bones, 
I or me etc. who am ~; the century grows 
~). 2. Having characteristics, experience, 
feebleness, etc., of age (~ head on young 
shoulders, wisdom beyond one’s years; 
child has an ~ face; ~ buffer, fogy, etc.; 
a man is as ~ as he feels); worn, dilapi¬ 
dated, shabby, (~ clothes etc.). 3. (Ap¬ 
pended to period of time) of age (is ten 
years ~, a ten-year-~ boy, a boy op ten 
years ~, could read Greek at ten years ~; 
also ellipt. four etc. -year-~, person or 
animal, esp. racehorse, of that age, w. pi. 
-~s). 4. Practised or inveterate in action 
or quality or as agent etc. (~ in crime, 
folly, cunning, diplomacy, an ~ cam¬ 
paigner, offender-, ~ bird, person on his 
guard against snares; ~ hand, practised 
workman, person of experience in some¬ 
thing, at doing-, ~ stager; ~ bachelor, 
man confirmed in bachelorhood; ~ maid, 
elderly spinster, whence ~-maid'lSH1 a., 
also precise & tidy & fidgety man, also 
a round card game). 6. Dating from 
far back, made long ago, long established 

or known or familiar or dear, ancient, 
not new or recent, primeval, (~ Ocean, 
Night, etc.; ~ red sand stone; o/~ standing, 
long established; so <—established-, ~ as 
the hills; ~ countries, long inhabited or 
civilized; ~ friends; an ~ debt, grudge, 
~ scores; an ~ name, family; ~ urine, 
matured with keeping; ~ gold, colour of 
tarnished gold; ~ catholic; the ~, what 
is not new; ~ testament; ~ boy, chap, 
fellow, man, esp. in voc., intimate or 
person treated as such, also in mod. si. ~ 
bean, egg, fruit, thing, top; Old England; 
Old Glory, the Stars & Stripes; the ~ one 
or gentleman. Old Harry, Nick, Scratch, 
etc., the devil; good ~ with name, si. 
exclamation in real or ironical com¬ 
mendation of person’s or thing’s per¬ 
formance; have a fine, good, high, etc., ~ 
time etc., si., be well amused or enter¬ 
tained; any ~ thing, si., anything no 
matter what). 6. Belonging only or 
chiefly to the past, obsolete or obsolescent, 
out of date, antiquated, antique, con¬ 
cerned with antiquity, not modern, by¬ 
gone, only lingering on, former, quondam, 
{the good ~ times, customs etc. of earlier 
generations; ~ annals; ~ fashions, that 
have gone or are going out, whence ~- 
-fa'shionED2 a., —fa'shionedNESs n., 
(-shond-), opp. newfangled etc.; am ~- 
-fashioned enough to think, used in ironical 
self-depreciation; of the ~ school, <■— 
-fashioned; the~ country, home, etc., used 
by colonists or colonials of mother- 
-country; call up ~ memories; the ~ order 
changeth; have lost my ~ beliefs; ~ boy, 
former member of school; so ~ Etonian 
etc.; ~ guard, original or past or right- 
-wing member(s) of party etc.; ~ school 1 
tie; the Old comedy, hundredth ; ~ masters, 
great painters of earlier times, pictures by 
these; ~ London, Paris, England, etc., 
Loudon etc. as it once was, or the extant 
relics of its former state; the ~ man, one’s 
unregenerate self; the Old World, Eastern 
hemisphere; ~-world, not American, also 
belonging to~ times, &so —time attrib.; 
Old style, abbr. o.s.; the ~ year, just 
ended or about to end; ~ clothes, dis¬ 
carded; ~-clolhesman, dealer in these); 
hence ~'ish1(2) a., ~'ness n. (rare). 7. u. 
~ time (only in o/~ adj. & adv., as the 
men of ~, of ~ there were giants; have 
heard it of ~, from long ago). [OE, OS 
aid, OHG alt, f. Gmc *aldhaz (cf. Goth. 
altheis) f. *al- grow, nourish, cogn. w. L 
alere feed ] 

II ol'den1, a. (arch. & literary). Old-time, 
of a former age, (esp. the ~ time), [-en5] 

|| ol'den2, v.t. & i. Make or grow feeble 
etc. as with age. [-EN6] 

old'ster, n. One who is no longer a young¬ 
ster (usu. antithetically to youngster). 
[-STER] 

olea'ginous, a. Having properties of or 
producing oil, oily, fatty, greasy, [f. F 
oleagineux f. L oleaginus (olea olive)] 
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olean'der, n. Evergreen poisonous Leva n- 
tine shrub with leathery lanceolate leaves 
& fine red & white flowers, [med. L1 

oleas'ter, n. The wild olive; small yellow- 
-flowered tree like it. [L (olca olive, 
-ASTER) ] 

ol'eo-, comb, form of L oleum oil, (-0-), as 
~graph, picture printed in oils, so 
~GRAPHY (-bg-); ~marg’arinc, fatty sub¬ 
stance extracted from beef fat & serv¬ 
ing as constituent of margarine, 'mar¬ 
garine made from vegetable oils; ~meler 
(-6m4), instrument determining density 
& purity of oils; ~rcs'in, natural mixture 
of volatile oil & resin, balsam, also arti¬ 
ficial mixture of fixed or volatile oil & 
resin etc. 

olfac'tlion, n. Smelling, sense of smell. 
So ~ive a. [f. L olfaccre v.t. (olere v.i. 
smell, fac.ere fact- make); see -tion ] 

olfac'tory, a. & n. Concerned with smell¬ 
ing (~ organ, nose; ~ nerves)-, (n., usu. 
pi.)~ organ, [prec.,-ory] 

olib'anum, n. Aromatic gum resin used 
as incense. [ME, f. med. L, f. LL f. Gk 
libanos frankincense ] 

ol'id, a. Rank-smelling, fetid, [f. L 
olidus (olere smell, -id1)] 

dl'ig&ch (-k), n. Member of oligarchy. 
[f. Gk oligarklies (oligoi few, arklio rule)] 

oi'igdrchy (-ki), n. Government, State 
governed, by the few; members of such 
government. So olIgarch'ic(AL) aa., 
oligarch'icaltY2 adv., (-ki-). [f. Gk 
oligarkhia (prec., -Y1)] 

ol'igl(o)-, comb, form of Gk oligos small, 
oligoi few, as ~ocarp'ous, having few 
fruits; ~ocene, geol., between miocene & 
EOCENE. 

ol'io, n. (pi. ~s). Mixed dish, hotchpotch, 
stew of various meats & vegetables; 
medley, farrago, miscellany, [f. Sp. olla 
stew f. L olla jar] 

oliva'ceous (-slurs), a. (nat. hist.). Olive- 
-green, of dusky yellowish green. [L oliva 
olive, -aceous] 

ol'ivary, a. (anat.). Olive-shaped, oval. 
[f. L olivarius (foil., -ARY1)] 

ol'rve, n. & a. 1. (Also —tree, evergreen 
tree with narrow leaves hoary below & 
axillary clusters of small white flowers, 
bearing) small oval drupe with hard stone 
& bitter pulp, of dusky yellowish green 
when unripe & bluish black when ripe, 
yielding oil, & pickled unripe for eating 
as relish; leaf, branch, or wreath of ~ as 
emblem of peace (also ~-branch, often 
fig.; hold out the ~-branch, make over¬ 
tures, show disposition, for reconcilia¬ 
tion) ; wood of the ~ (also ~-tvood). 
2. ~-shaped kinds of gasteropod mollusc. 
3. pi. Slices of beef or veal rolled up with 
herbs & stewed (usu. beef, veal, ~,s). 4. ~- 
-shaped bar or button for fastening gar¬ 
ment by insertion in corresponding loop, 
whence ol'ivET1 or oIIvette' n. 5. ~ 
colour. 6. ~ crown, garland of ~ as sign 
of victory; ~ -branch, see above, also (usu. 

pi., w. ref. to Ps. cxxviii. 3) child(ren); 
~ oil, extracted from~s. 7. adj. Coloured 
like the unripe ~ (also —green); (of com¬ 
plexion) yellowish-brown. [ME, f. OF, 
f. L oliva ] 

ol'iver1, n. Tilt-hammer attached to axle 
& worked by treadle for shaping nails etc. 
rorig. unkn.] 

Ol'iver2 (5-), n. See roland. 
ol'ivine, -in, n. Kind of chrysolite, chiefly 

olive-green. [L oliva olive, -inf.1] 
oll'a podri'da (-re-), rarely oll'a, n. = 
olio. [Sp., = lit. rotten pot (olio, L 
putridus) ] 

(-)ol'ogy, suf. f. -0-+-L0GY; as quasi- n. 
used joc. = any science, w. pi. = the 
sciences, mere theory, 

olym'piad, n. Period of four years be¬ 
tween celebrations of Olympic games, 
used by ancient Greeks in dating events 
(abb. 01.), 776 B.c. being first year of 
first 0~ ; celebration of modern Olympic 
games, [f. F (-ade), or L f. Gk olumpias 
-ad- (Olumpios see foil., -ad)] 

Olym'pian, a. & n. 1. Of Olympus, 
celestial; (of manners etc.) magnificent, 
condescending, superior; = foil. 2. n. 
Dweller in Olympus, one of the greater 
ancient-Greek gods; person of super¬ 
human calmness & detachment, [f. L f. 
Gk Olumpios + -an ] 

Olym'pic, a. Of or at Olympia in Elis in 
the Peloponnese (~ games, held there 
every four years by ancient Greeks with 
athletic, literary, & musical competi¬ 
tions ; also, modem quadrennial inter¬ 
national athletic meeting at various 
places, the first at Athens 1896). [f. L f. 
Gk Olympikos of Olympus (Olympia 
being named from the games in honour of 
Zeus of Olympus) ] 

Olym'pus, n. Thessalian mountain on 
which dwelt the chief Greek gods, divine 
abode, heaven. [L, f. Gk Olumpos] 

-oma, -ome, suf. f. Gk -bma, denoting 
result, f. vbs in -ousthai (as rhizoma f. 
rhizousthai take root); (1) nn. denoting 
some formation or member of the nature 
of that denoted by the radical part, in 
this use now superseded by -ome, as 
rhizome, trichome; (2) names of tumours 
or other abnormal growths, as carcinoma, 
sarcoma-, cf. -ma, -me. 

om'bre (-her, & see Ap.), n. Card-game 
popular in 17th-18th cc. [f. Sp. hombre 
f. L hominem nom. homo man, peril, tlir. 
F (h)ombre ] 

ombro-, comb, form of Gk ombros rain, as 
~L0GY (-01—), ~METER (-Sm!). 

Sm'ega, n. Last letter (Q, u>) of Greek 
alphabet, long o; last of series; final 
development etc. (alpha & ~). [Gk, = 
great ol 

om'elet(te) (-ml-), n. Beaten eggs fried in 
melted butter & folded & often flavoured 
with or containing herbs, cheese, chopped 
ham, jam, etc.(savoury~,withherbsetc.; 
sweet ~, with sugar or jam; cannot make 
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an ~ without breaking eggs, end necessi¬ 
tates means). [F (-te), earlier amelette by 
metath. f. alumette var. of alumelle thin 
plate prob. f. L lamella] 

om'en, n., & v.t. Occurrence or object 
portending good or evil, prognostic, pre¬ 
sage; prophetic signification (is of good 
etc. ~); (vb) foreshow, give presage of. 
[L] 

omen't|um, n. (anat.; pi. ~a). Fold of 
peritoneum connecting stomach with 
other viscera, caul. Hence ~al a. [L] 

orrric'ron,n. Greek letter (O, o) = 6. [Gk, 
= small o ] 

om'inous, a. Giving or being an omen (of 
good or evil, or abs.), portentous, (rare); 
of evil omen, inauspicious, foreshowing 
disaster, threatening. Hence ~j.y2 adv. 
[f. L ominosus (omen -inis, -ous)] 

omi'ssion (-shn), n. Omitting, non-inclu¬ 
sion; non-performance, neglect, duty 
not done, (sins of ~ <Sc commission, nega¬ 
tive & positive). So omiss'lVE a. [ME, f. 
OF, or LL omissio (foil., -ion)] 

omit', v.t. (-tt-). Leave out, not insert or 
include; leave undone, neglect doing, fail 
to do. So omiss'iBLE a. [f. L omittere 
-iss- (o- for on-, mittere send)] 

omni-, comb, form of L omnis all, in com¬ 
pounds taken f. L or formed chiefly w. L 
elements, w. sense all-, of all things, in all 
ways or places, as ~com'petent, having 
jurisdiction in all cases; ~far'ious, of all 
sorts; omnif'ic, all-creating; dmni'genous, 
of all kinds; dmnip'otence, infinite power, 
also God, also great influence; so Omnipo¬ 
tent a. (the Omnipotent, God), ~p'otentLY2 
adv.; ~pres'ence, ubiquity, also being 
widespread or constantly met with; so 
~pres'ent a.; Omni'science (-shens), infinite 
knowledge, also God, also wide informa¬ 
tion or the affectation of it; so Omni’sclent 
(-shyent)a. (the Omniscient, God),~'scient- 
ly2 adv.; omnw'orous, feeding on -any¬ 
thing that offers (esp. fig. of reading); so 
'-'V'orousiY2 adv., ~i/orousNESS n. 

om'nibus, n. (pi. ~es) & a. 1. (Now usu. 
bus) large wheeled public vehicle plying 
on fixed route & taking up & setting 
down passengers at fixed, or at any, 
points in this; (also hotel ~) vehicle 
conveying guests between hotel & rail¬ 
way station; (also private or family ~) 
vehicle provided by railway company for 
conveying party & luggage to or from 
station; ~ book. 2. adj. Serving several 
objects at once, comprising several items, 
(an ~ bill, resolution, clause, etc.; ~ book, 
volume containing several stories, plays, 
etc. (freq. by a single author), published 
at a low price to be within the reach of 
all; ~ box in theatre, box on pit tier appro¬ 
priated to number of subscribers; !|~ train, 
stopping at all stations; ~ bar, wire, etc. 
in electricity, through which whole current 
passes), [f. F (1828), f. L dat. pi. of omnis 
= for all]. 

om'niurn gath'erum (-dh ), n. Miscel¬ 

laneous assemblage of persons or things, 
queer mixture, party to which everyone 
is invited, [mock L (L omnium of all, 
GATHER) ] 

om'oplate, n. Shoulder-blade, scapula, 
[in 16th c. f. F f. Gk omoplate (o-mos 
shoulder, plate blade) ] 

om'phalo-, comb, form of Gk omphalos 
navel, chiefly in surg. & med. wds as 
~cele ; ~tomy (-ot-), dividing of umbilical 
cord. 

om'phalos, n. (Gk ant.) boss on shield, 
conical stone at Delphi supposed to be 
central point of earth; centre, hub, (the 
centre & ~ of a world-wide empire), [seo 
prec. ] 

on1 (6n, on), prep. (See upon for idiomatic 
preference.) 1. (So as to be) supported by 
or attached to or covering or enclosing 
(sat on the table; floats on the water; is on 
the horns of a dilemma; lives on the con¬ 
tinent, on an annuity, have you a match 
on you?, about your person ; is, gets, falls, 
on his legs, knees, etc.; travels on foot, 
wheels, the wing, the wings of the wind; 
tread on air, one’s toes-, dropped it, threw 
him, on the floor-, had, put, a ring, gloves 
on his finger, hands; put a notice on the 
board; hangs on the wall; walks on the 
ceiling; has a blister on the sole of his 
foot; a scholar on the foundation; a colonel 
on half-pay; went on board; is on the j ury, 
committee, general staff; a writer on the 
press; dog is on the chain; on the bench, 

board's, card2s, pence1, market1, nail1, 

PARISH, RACK3, SHELF, SPOTl, STREETS, STOMP, 
turf, way; on change1, hand1, one’s 

hand's, one’s own hook1, one’s knee's, 

TENTER/iOOfcS J On O LEVEL1, an EQUALITY, 
a par). 2. With axis, pivot, basis, motive, 
standard, confirmation, or guarantee, 
consisting in (turn on one’s heel; works on 
a peg; based on fact; imprisonment on 
suspicion; on my conscience; swear on the 
Bible; had it on good authority; decided on 
no evidence; did it on purpose, deliberation; 
got it on good terms; on account of; on 
the average, whole; on penalty of death; 
charged him on his life to do it; a tax on 
paper; borrowed money on his jewels; 
interest on one’s capital; profit on sales). 
3. (So as to be) close to, in the direction 
of, touching, arrived at, against, just at, 
(house is on the shore, road; *on Fifth 
J venue; on the right, North, far side, both 
sides, of; Clacton-on-Sea; marched on 
London; hit him on the head; a box on the 
ear; left a card on him; serve a notice, writ, 
on; lay hold, seize, on; bowling is on the 
wicket, straight; drew his knife on me; 
smile, frown, turn one’s back, on; make an 
attack on; put one on inquiring or inquiry, 
induce him to inquire; curse, plague, etc., 
on him, it!; rose on their oppressors; on 
high; on side in football, not off side; 
ship is driving on shore; an on-shore 
wind). 4. (Of time) during, exactly at, 
contemporaneously with, immediately 
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after, as a result of, (happened on the 
morning etc. of 29 Feb., on Christmas eve, 
on the next day; on the instant, immedi¬ 
ately ; on time, theminute, etc., punctually; 
on arriving, my return, analysis, examina¬ 
tion, I found). 5. In manner specified by 
a,dj. (on the cheap, sly, square) or state or 
action specified by noun (on fire, tap, loan, 
lease, sale, strike, guard-, on the look-out, 
move, run, wane, watch; on one’s best 
behaviour). 6. Concerning, about, while 
engaged with, so as to affect, (keen, mad, 
bent, determined, set, on; gone on, si., 
enamoured of; court martial was held on 
him; my opinion on free trade; writes, 
speaks, lectures, on fiua.nee; a book, an 
essay, on grammar; meditating on vanity; 
take vengeance on person; have something 
on (against, to the disadvantage of) 
person; the drinks are on (to be paid for 
by) me; did it on my way; teas, went, on an 
erroxid; is not binding on us; work tells 
severely on him; title was conferred on him; 
draw cheque on bank; condoled with him on 
his loss). 7. Added to (ruin on ruin, heaps 
on heaps). [OE an, on, OS, OHG an, ana, 
ON a, Goth, ana f. Gmc, cogn. w. Gk 
ana; hence a2] 

on2, adv., a.,&n. 1. (So as to he) supported 
by, attached to, covering, enclosing, or 
touching, something (has, drew, his boots 
on; put the tablecloth on; keep your hair 
on; on with your coat, put it on). 2. In 
some direction, towards something, 
farther forward, towards point of contact, 
in advanced position or state, with con¬ 
tinued movement or action, in operation 
or activity, (look1, LOOK'er-, on; getting 
on for two o’clock; broadside, stem, end, on, 
with that part forward; ellipt. for im- 
perat. of go or come on, as on, Stanley, 
on!; send on, in front of oneself; move2 
on; happened la,ter on; from that day on; 
was well on in the day; is rather on, si., 
half-drunk; speak, work, wait, etc., on, 
continue to do; so struggle on to the end, 
cf. on to below; slo-w bowler is, went, on, is, 
began, bowling; Macbeth is on, being per¬ 
formed ; gas, water, is on, lit. running, or 
procurable by turning tap; get, be, on, 
make, have made, bet; drove Jones on for 
4 in cricket, to the on). 3. carry \ catch ', 
COME,1 GET 1, GO HOLD \ KEEP '.PUT '.TAKE \ 
tryt, on. 4. Be on (colloq.), be in favour 
of. willing to be a party to, something 
(There’s a show tonight; are you on?); be on 
to (person), be aware of his intentions etc., 
find fault with, nag (he’s alivays on to me); 
on <£• off, = off ct- on; on to, compound 
prep, (corresponding to on as into to in, 
hut usu. written as two words, & avoided 
in writing though common in speech; to 
he distinguished from the use in which 
each word has independent force as in 
went on to the next), to a position on 
(jumped on to the landing-stage). 5. adj. 
'towards or in part of field to left front of 
playing batsman’s wicket (cf. off, leg; 

mid1 on; an on drive, whence on-drive' 
v.t.); || on licence, for selling beer etc. to 
he drunk on premises. 6, n. The on side 
in cricket (a fine drive to the on), [f. prec. ] 

on-, pref. used with attrib. participles, 

gerunds, verbal nouns, agent-nouns in 

-kb1, & other derivative nn., f. w. 

followed idiomatically by ON2 (occas. 

alternatively with the reverse order): <mL 
coming n. & a., approach(ing); on'fall n., 

assault; on'flow, onward flow; on’goings 
or goings-on', (usu. strange or improper) 

proceedings; on'hanger, hanger2-oti; 

on'looker or look 1er-on'; cm’rush n., on- 
rushing a.; onset. 

on'ager, n. (pi. -s, -gri). Kinds of wild ass. 
[ME, f. L, f. Gk onagros (onos ass, agrios 
wild)] 

on'anism, n. Uncompleted coition; 
masturbation. [Onan (Gen. xxxviii. 9) 
-ISM] 

once (wuns), adv., conj., & n. 1. For one 
time or on one occasion only, multiplied 
by one, by one degree, (have read it more 
than ~ ; shall die ~; ~ or twice, ~ tfr again, 
a few times; ~ more, again, another time; 
~ for all, in final manner, definitively; 
~ in a while or way, very rarely; ~ & 
away, = ~ for all, ~ in a way; ~ bit(ten) 
twice shy, pain, loss, etc., teaches caution; 
~ nought is nought; second cousin ~ re- 

movec?). 2. (In negative or conditional or 
indefinite clause etc.) ever, at all, even for 
one or the first time, (if we ~ lose sight of 
him; when ~ he understands; have not 
seen him ~; ~ within call, ive are safe). 
3. On a certain but unspecified past 
occasion (also ~ upon a time), at some 
period in the past, former(ly), (~ there was 
a giant; a famous doctrine, ~-loved 
friend; my ~ master, ally). 4. At ~, 
immediately, without delay, at the same 
time, (do it at ~, please; don’t all speak at 

lit., & as iron, deprecation inviting 
offers etc. from reluctant party; at ~ 
stem <£• tender); for this, or that, ~, on one 
occasion by way of exception; »~-orer n. 
(colloq.), preliminary inspection (often 
with additional sense of cursoriness). 5. 
conj. As soon as, if ~, when~. (~ he hesi¬ 
tates, we have him). 6. n. One time, per¬ 
formance, etc. (~ is enough for me). [ME 
anes, ones, (one, -es)] 

II oncer (wun'ser), n. (colloq.). One who 
attends church only once on a Sunday. 
[ONCE +-ER1] 

on dit (see Ap.), n. Piece of hearsay. [F] 
one (wun), a., n., & pron. 1. numeral adj. 
Single & integral, neither none nor frac¬ 
tional nor plural, numbered by the first 
or lowest integer, half of two, a, (~ man ~ 
vote, opp. plural vote; ~ vote ~ value, 
principle of equal constituencies; 
-twenty etc., or usu. twenty etc. — ; —&- 
-twentieth etc., twenty etc. -first; ~ dozen, 
hundred, etc., precise or formal for a; ~ 
man in ten, a thousand, etc., relatively 
few; some ~ man must direct; for ~ thing, 
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he drinks; ~ or two people, a few; God is 
~). 2. adj. with secondary senses de¬ 
veloped from the numeral. The only, 
single, forming a unity, united, identical, 
the same, unchanging, a particular but 
undefined, to be contrasted with another, 
{the ~ way to do it; no^ man is equal to it; 
is ~ & undivided; cried out with ~ voice; 
were made ~, married; become ~, coalesce; 
remains for ever ~, always the same; all in 
~ direction; met him ~ night; will take you 
there ~ day; ~ man’s meat is another man’s 
poison). 3. numeral norm. (With a & pi.; 
often used as substitute for repetition of 
previously expressed or implied noun) 
the number ~, thing numbered with it, 
written symbol for it, a unit, unity, a 
single thing or person or example, (~ is 
half of two; in the year ~, long ago; 
Aeneid, book ~, first book of; number ~, 
oneself, esp. as centre of selfish care; 
ivrite down o~, three ~s; came by ~s <£• 
<u’os; sell scores where they sold ~s; never 
a ~, none; iniZZ j/on nwte arch., join 
the party; ten etc. to ~, long odds, high 
probability; all in~, combined; the all & 
the ~, totality & unity; ~, reconciled, 
in agreement; I lose a neighbour & you 
gain ~; pick me out a good ~, some good 
~s; which, what kind of, ~ or ~s do you 
like?; toed ~, ~ in toe window, will do). 
4. adj. used ellipt. for itself or a with noun 
elsewhere expressed or customarily omit¬ 
ted & to be supplied with more or less of 
certainty. Single person or thing of the 
kind implied (~ of them lost his or her hat; 

~ of the richest men in England; shall see 
you again ~ of these fine days; at ~ o’clock 
or~, i.e. hour; ~ & sixpence, i.e. shilling; 
gave him ~ in the eye, owe him ~, that was 
a nasty ~, blow lit. or fig.; at ~-&-twenty, 
years of age; I for ~ do not believe it; go—* 
better, bid, offer, risk, more by ~ point; 
is ~ too many for him, too hard etc. for 
him to deal with by ~ degree; it is all ~ 
to me, the same thing, indifferent; ~ & 
all, all jointly & severally; ~ by ~, ~ after 
another, singly, successively; ~ with 
another, on the average; ~ or the ~ —, 
the other, formula distinguishing members 
of pair, as ~ is immoral, the other non- 
-mored, also with pi. constr., as sheep & 
goats, of which the ~ are the good etc.; ~ 
another, formula of reciprocity with ~ 
orig. subjective & another objective or 
possessive, as struck ~ another, write to ~ 
another, buy ~ another’s goods). 5. pron. 
A particular but unspecified person 
(arch.; ~ came running; ~ said it pleased 
him not); a person of specified kind (any, 
every, some, no1, SUCH a, many a ~, 
rhet., many people; little, dear, loved, 
.—‘S; the Holy One, One above, God; the Evil 
One, the devil; behaves like ~ frenzied; 
what a ~ he is to make excuses I colloq.; 
bought it from ~ Stephens); any person, 
esp. the speaker, spoken of as represent¬ 
ing people in general (possessive ~’s. 

only 

objective ~, reference-form ~, refi. ~sel/, 
formerly his, him, he & him, himself, or 
ungrammatically their, them, they & them, 
themselves; if ~ cuts off ~’s nose, ~ hurts 
only ~self; it offends ~ to be told ~ is not 
wanted; also incorrectly for I, as ~ let it 
pass, for ~ did not want to seem mean). 
6. ~~armed bandit (si.), fruit machine; 
~-eyed, having only, blind of, ~ eye; 
~-handed, having, done etc. with, ~ hand 
only; —horse, drawn or worked by single 
horse, (fig., si.) petty, poorly equipped; 
~-idea’d, -ideaed, possessed by single idea, 
narrow-minded; >—legged, having only ~ 
leg, (fig.) ~-sided, unequal; ~-man, re¬ 
quiring, consisting of, done or managed 
by, ~ man; ~-pair, || room or set of rooms 
on first floor (above ~ pair or flight of 
stairs; ~-pair back, front, || such room in 
back or front of house); ~sei/', reflexive, 
& emphatic appositional, form of ~ as 
generalizing pronoun (to starve ~self is 
suicide; to do right ~self is the great thing); 
~-sided, having, occurring on, ~ side only 
(a ~ -sided street, with houses on ~ side 
only; a ~-sided plant, with leaves or 
flowers all on ~ side of stem), larger etc. 
on ~ side, partial, unfair, prejudiced; so 
r—sid'edin2 adv., ~-swZ'edNESS n.; ~'step, 
vigorous kind of foxtrot in duple time; 
~-way street (in which traffic may pass 
in ~ direction only). Hence ~'fold a. 
[OE an, OS en, OHG ein, ON einn, Goth. 
ains f. Gmc *ainaz, eogn. w. L unus] 

-one, chem. suf. (1) used unsystematically 
as in ozone ; (2) in names of hydrocarbons 
(see -ane). [f. Gk -one fem. patronymic] 

oneir'o- (-nir-), comb, form of Gk oneiros 
dream: ~siancy' ; ~crit'ic, interpreter of 
dreams; so ~crif'icAL a., ~cri(/icissi n. 

one'ness (wiin-n-), n. Being one, single¬ 
ness ; singularity, uniqueness; wholeness, 
unity, union, agreement, concord; iden¬ 
tity, sameness, changelessness, [-ness] 

on'er (wti-), n. Remarkable or pre- 
-eminent person or thing (si.; a ~ at, 
expert in; gave him a ~, severe blow); 
(colloq.) stroke etc. counting one, esp. 
one-run hit at cricket; II (si.) thumping 
lie. [-ER1] 

on'erous, a. Burdensome, causing or 
requiring trouble, (~ property in law, 
accompanied with obligations). Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, f. OF onereus 
f. L onerosus {onus oneris burden, -ous) ] 

onion (un'yon), n., & v.t. 1. (Plant with) 
edible rounded bulb of many concentric 
coats & pungent smell & flavour, much 
used in cooking or eaten pickled; flaming 

know one’s (si.), be good at one’s 
job; off one’s ~ (si.), off one’s head; ~- 
-couch or -grass or twitch, kind of wild oat; 
~-shell, kinds of mollusc; hence ~Y2 
(un'yo-) a. 2. v.t. Rub (eyes) with ~ to 
make them water. [ME, f. OF oignon f. 
L unionem nom. -o large pearl, onion ] 

on'ly1, a. That is (or are) the ono (or all 
the) specimen(s) of the class, sole, (the ~ 



way is to die; the ~ child of his parents; 
the ~ instances known; was an ~ son; one 
~ object was visible; my one & ~ Tiope; 
motley’s the ~ wear, best or — one worth 
considering). [OE antic (one, -ly1)] 

on'ly2, adv. & conj. 1. Solely, merely, ex¬ 

clusively, & no one or nothing more or 
besides or else, & that is all, (is right be¬ 
cause it is customary ~, is right ~ because 
it is customary, is ~ ripTd because it is 
customary; ~ you or you ~ can guess, no 
one else can; you can ~ guess or guess 
can do no more; J ~ thought I would do it, 
formed the design & did not execute it, 
or did it without external instigation; 
I not ~ heard it, but saw it; if—, assuming 
merely that, also as wishing formula, as 
if — someone would leave me a legacy!; 
— not, all but; 7tas ~ come, came — 
yesterday, no longer ago; ~ 7oo plod, true, 
etc., glad etc. & not, as might be expected, 
the opposite). 2. conj. It must however 
be added that, hut then, (he makes good 
resolutions, — he never keeps them)-, with 
the exception, were it not, that (he does 
well, — that he is nervous al the start; ~ 
that you would be bored, 1 should •—). [ME 
onliche, f. onlich (ONLY1); see ONE, -LY2] 

on'omatop, -ope, n. Onomatopoeic 
word, [shortened f. foil.] 

onomatojpoe'ia (-pea, -peya), n. Forma¬ 
tion of names or words from sounds that 
resemble those associated with the object 
or action to be named, or that seem natu¬ 
rally suggestive of its qualities; word so 
formed (e.g. cuckoo). So ~poe'ic (-pe-), 
~p5et'ic, aa., ~poe'iCALLY (-po-), ~poet£ 

ically, adw. [f. LL f. Gk onomatopoiia 
word-making (onoma -atos name, poieo 
make)] 

on'set, n. Attack, assault, impetuous be¬ 
ginning, (esp. at the first —). [f. to set on] 

on'slaught (-awt), n. Onset, fierce attack, 
[early 17th c., f. Du. aanslag (aan on, slag 
blow) w. assim. to obs. slaught] 

on'to, prop. See on2 to. 
onto-, comb, form of on, ont-, neut. part, 

of Gk eimi am: —g&n'esis, origin & de¬ 
velopment of the individual being (cf. 
phylogenesis), whence —genil'ic a., 
'—genii’ically adv.; onto'geny, — —- 
genesis, also embryology; 6ntdl’ogy, de¬ 
partment of metaphysics concerned with 
the essence of things or being in the 
abstract, so —lo'gical a., —lo'gically adv., 
ontol’ogist n. 

on'us, n. (no pi.). Burden, duty, responsi¬ 
bility ; ~ proban'di, — burden 1 of proof. 
[LI 

on'ward, adv. & a., on'wards (-z), adv. 
Further on, towards the front, with 
advancing motion; (adj.) directed 
[ON2, -WARD(S)] 

on'ymous, a. Not anonymous, [f. Gk 
onuma name + -OUS after anonymous] 

on'yx, n. Kind of quartz allied to agate 
with different colours in layers; (path.) 
opacity of lower part of cornea; ~ marble. 

opal 

of banded —like structure. [ME oniche 
f. OF oniche, onix f. L f. Gk onux finger- 
-nail, onyx] 

oo-, o-, comb, form of Gk own egg, 
ovum, in scientific usu. biol. wds, as 
oogin'esis, production or development of 
ovum; ooe'cium (oe-), budlike sac for 
receiving & fertilizing ova in polyzoa; 
odg'amous, reproducing by union of male 
& female cells; 56Vogy, study, collecting, 
of birds’ eggs, so oolo'gical, o<3l'ogist; 
d'osperm, fertilized ovum or female cell, 

oo'dle, n. (colloq.). (Always in pi.) super¬ 
abundance (—s of money), [orig. unkn.] 

oof, n. (si.). Money, pelf, cash; <—bird, 
source of money, rich person. Hence 
~'Y2 a. [for oof-tish Yiddish = G auf 
dem tische on the table ] 

o'olite, n. Granular limestone, each grain 
being a calcareous particle in carbonate 
of lime, roe-stone; (geol.) series of fossili- 
ferous rocks of this formation lying be¬ 
tween Chalk, or Wealden, & Lias. Hence 
oolit'ic a. [f. F odlithe (oo-, -LITE)] 

ool'ong, n. A dark kind of cured Chinese 
tea. [Chin, wulung, — black dragon] 

oom, n. (S.-Afr.). Uncle (esp. Oom Paul = 
President Kruger). [Du.] 

-oon, suf. formerly used in borrowing F 
wds in -on (drag~) except when the final 
svl. was not accented (baron); esp. for F 
-on f. It. -one f. L -omen nom. -o (ball~, 
buff~, carl—); rarely in native wds (spit- 
t—); F wds now taken have -on in E 
(chignon); the L expresses humorous or 
contemptuous description (Naso Nosey), 
the It. bigness or coarseness, the F (exc. in 
It. borrowings) small size; in E the suf. 
has no definite meaning, 

oont, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Camel. [Hind.] 
ooze1, n. 1. Wet mud, slime, esp. in river- 

-bed or estuary or on ocean bottom. 2. 
Tanning liquor, infusion of oak-bark etc.; 
—calf, calf-skin through which dye has 
been forced. 3. Exudation, sluggish flow, 
something that oozes. Hence ooz'y2 a., 
ooz'Ily2 adv., ooz'Iness n. [1 f. OE wdse 
cogn. w. ON veisa puddle; 2 f. OE wos 
juice, sap ; 3 f. foil. ] 

ooze2, v.i. & t. (Of moisture) pass slowly 
through the pores of a body, exude, perco¬ 
late; (of substance) exude moisture; (fig.) 
leak out or away (the secret —d out; my 
courage is oozing away); emit (moisture, 
information, encouragement). [ME wosen, 
f. prec. 2] 

op., n. (colloq.). Operation, [abbr.] 
op-. See 0B-. 
opa'clty, n. Being opaque, quality of not 
allowing passage to or (rarely) of not re¬ 
flecting light, non-transparency, obscur¬ 
ity ; obscurity of meaning, obtuseness of 
understanding, [f. F opacite f. L opacila- 
tem (opaque, -ty) ] 

op'ah (-a), n. Rare brilliant-coloured large 
N.-Atlantic fish of mackerel family, 

_king-flsh, moon-fish. [W.-Afr. name] 
op'al, n. Amorphous quartz-like form of 
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hydrous silica some kinds of which show 
changing colours (e.g. common ~, milk- 
white or bluish with green, yellow, & red 
reflexions), whence ~es'cent, ~esqui-:' 
(-6sk), aa.,~ES'CENCE n.; (commerc.) serni- 
-translucent white glass, [f. F ovale, or 
L opalus] 

op'alline, a. & n. 1. Opal-like, opalescent, 
iridescent. 2. n. Semi-translucent white 
glass. So ~ize(3) v.t. [prec.,-ine1] 

opaque' (-k), a. (~r, ~s(), & n. Not re¬ 
flecting (rare) or transmitting light, not 
shining (rare), impenetrable to sight; not 
lucid, obscure; obtuse, dull-witted; (n.) 
the ~, darkness. Hence ~ly2 (-kl-) adv., 
~ness (-kn-) n. [15th c. opak, f. L opacus; 
sp. now assim. to F] 

ope, v.t. & i. (Poet, for) open2. [ME, after 
obs. adj. ope reduced f. open on anal, of 
p.p. (cf. awake, wove, f. awaken, woven)] 

op'en1, a. (~er, ~es(), & n. 1. Not closed 
or blocked up, allowing of entrance or 
passage or access, having gate or door 
or lid or part of boundary withdrawn, 
unenclosed, unconfined, uncovered, bare, 
exposed, undisguised, public, manifest, 
not exclusive or limited, (~ gate, passage, 
church, drawer, box, field, grave, carnage, 
hostilities, scandal, contempt-, ~ air, out¬ 
doors ; door flew ~; ~ boat, undecked; lay 

expose esp. by cutting skin etc. of; 
~ ears, eagerly attentive, whence ~- 
-earED2 a.; ~ mouth, in voracity, frank¬ 
ness, etc., & esp. in gaping stupidity or 
surprise, whence ~-mouthED2, pr. -dhd, 
a.; ~ mind, accessibility to new ideas, 
unprejudiced or undecided state, whence 
—rnindED2 a., —mind'edLY2 adv., •— 
-mind'edNESS n.; is~ to conviction, offers, 
etc.; keep ~ doors or house, entertain all 
comers, be hospitable; the ~ door, free 
admission of foreign nations to country 
for trade; force an ~ door, demand from 
willing giver; the exhibition is now ~, 
admitting visitors; shop, show, court, is 
~ at such hours-, ~ heart, frankness, un¬ 
suspiciousness, kindliness, cordiality, 
whence —heartED2 a., ~-heart'edLY2 
adv., ~-heart'edNESS n.; ~ champion, 
II scholarship, successful, won, after un¬ 
restricted competition; race is ~ to all; 
position is ~ to attack; 0~ Brethren, less 
exclusive section of the Plymouth 
Brethren; ~cast (surface) coal; ~ hearth 
process (of steel-making in shallow rever¬ 
beratory furnace); ~ time, what is not 
close 1 time; river, harbour, is free of 
ice; ~ weather, winter, not frosty; bowels 
are~, not constipated; ~ country, without 
houses, free of fences; there are three 
courses ~ to us; ~ question, matter on 
which differences of opinion are legiti¬ 
mate; ~ verdict). 2. Expanded, un¬ 
folded, outspread, spread out, not close, 
with intervals, porous, communicative, 
frank, (~ book, flower; ~ letter, esp. 
protest etc. printed in newspaper etc. 
but addressing individual; ~ country, 

opening 

affording wide views; ~ order, mil. & 
nav., formation with wide spaces between 
men or ships; ~ harmony, of chord with 
wide intervals; ~ ice, through which 
navigation is possible; receive with 
~ arms, heartOy, whence ~-arm*D a.; 
with ~ eyes, not unconsciously or under 
misapprehension, also in eager attention 
or surprise, whence •—eyED2 (-id) a.; has 
an ~ hand, gives freely, whence ~-hand- 
ed2 a., ~-hand'edLY2 adv., ~-hand'ed- 
ness n.; ~ face, ingenuous-looking, 
whence ~-facED2 a.; ~ work or <■—work, 
pattern with interstices in metal, lace, 
etc.; will be — with you, speak frankly). 
3. (mus.). (Of note) produced from un¬ 
stopped pipe or string or without slide, 
key, or piston. 4. (phonet.). (Of vowel) 
produced with relatively wide opening of 
mouth (cf. close *) ; (of syllable) ending in 
vowel; hence ~ness n. 5. n. The ~, ~ 
space or country or air, public view. 
[OE open, OS opan, OHG offan, ON 
opinn; f. root of up] 

Sp'en2, v.t.&i. 1. Make or become open 1 or 
more open (~ sesame ; shops ~ at 9 a.m.; 
~ a business, shop, account, campaign, 
etc., start or establish it or set it going; 
~ fire, begin shooting; abs. for ~ book, as 
~ed at p. 12; ~ ground, break up with 
plough etc.; ~ bowels, cause evacuation; 

a prospect lit. or fig., brings it to 
view; ~ the door to, give opportunity for; 
~ one’s designs, reveal or communicate 
them; ~ one’s eyes, show surprise; ~ 
another’s eyes, undeceive or enlighten 
him; ~ the mind, heart, etc., expand or 
enlarge it; not ~ lips, remain silent; ~ 
the ball2; ~ parliament; ~ the case, (of 
coimsel in lawcourt) make preliminary 
statement before calling witnesses; ~ the 
debate, begin it, be first speaker; door, 
room, ~s into passage, on to lawn, etc.; the 
wonders of astronomy were ~ing to him, 
becoming known; ~ one’s shoulders in 
cricket, of batsman’s attitude in driving). 
2. Commence speaking (~ed upon the 
fiscal question, with a compliment, etc.). 
3. Make a start (lard ~ed active, was in 
demand at once; session ~ed yesterday). 
4. (Of hounds, & derog. of men) begin to 
give tongue. 5. (naut.). Get view of by 
change of position, come into full view, 
(lake care not to ~ the obelisk; the harbour 
light ~ed). 6. ~ out, unfold, develop, ex¬ 
pand, (t. & i.), accelerate, become com¬ 
municative ; ~ up, make accessible, bring 
to notice, reveal. Hence''-'ABLEa.,(-)~ER1 
(1, 2) n. [OE openian, f. prec.] 

op'ening1 (-pn-), n. In vbl senses; also or 
esp.: gap, passage, aperture; commence¬ 
ment, initial part; counsel’s preliminary 
statement of case; (chess) recognized se¬ 
quence of moves for beginning game; 
opportunity, favourable conjuncture for. 
[ME; -inq1] 

op'ening2 (-pn-), a. In vbl senses; esp., 
initial, first, (his ~ remarks). [ME ; -ing2] 
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op'enly, adv. Without concealment, pub¬ 
licly, frankly. [ME;-LY2] 

op'era ‘ , n. Drama tic performance or com¬ 
position of which music is an essential 
part, branch of art concerned with these, 
(grand~, without spoken dialogue; comic 
~, of humorous character; opdra comiqvc 
F, with spoken dialogue, not necessarily 
humorous; — bouffe pr. bobf, of farcical 
character); -—-cloak, -hood, lady’s for 
wearing at ~ or going to evening parties; 
—glass(es), small binocular for use at ~ 
or theatre; —hat, man’s tall collapsible 
hat; —house, theatre for performance of 

[It. f. L, = labour, work] 
op'era2. See opus. 

op'erat|e, v.i. & t. 1. Be in action, pro¬ 
duce an effect, exercise influence, (the tax 
~es to our disadvantage)-, play (up)on 
person’s fears etc., try to act (up)on; (of 
medicines etc.) have desired effect, act. 
2. Perform surgical or other operation 
(whence, of cases, op'erable a.); (try to) 
execute purpose; (mil.) carry on strategic 
movements; (of stockbroker etc.) buy & 
sell esp. with view of influencing prices. 
3. Bring about, accomplish, (energy 
~es changes); manage, work, conduct, 
(chiefly U.S.). 4. ~ing-room, -table, for 
use in surgery; ~ing-theatre, room for sur¬ 
gical operations done before students. So 
~or n. [f. L operari work (opus -eris 
work), -ATE3] 

operat'lic, a. Of, like, opera. Hence 
~ically adv. [irreg. f. opera, after 
dramatic ] 

opera'tion, n. 1. Working, action, way 
thing works, efficacy, validity, scope, (is 
in, comes into, ~ ; its ~ is easily explained; 
must extend its ~, make it valid for longer 
time or in wider sphere). 2. Active pro¬ 
cess, activity, performance, discharge of 
function, (the ~ of breathing, thinking, 
pruning, etc.). 3. Financial transaction. 
4. (surg.). Thing done with hand or 
instrument to some part of body to 
remedy deformity, injury, disease, pain, 
etc. (colloq. abbr. op.). 5. Strategic move¬ 
ment of troops, ships, etc. (combine^ ~). 
6. (math.). Subjection of number or 
quantity to process affecting its value or 
form, e.g. multiplication. Hence ~al 

(-sho-) a., (esp.) engaged in or on, used for, 
(warlike) ~s. [ME, f. OF, f. L opera- 
tionem (operate, -ion)] 

op'erative, a. & n. 1. Having effect, in 
operation, efficacious; practical, not theo¬ 
retical or contemplative, (the ~ part of the 
work); of surgical operations; hence ~i.y 2 

adv. 2. n. Worker, artisan, mechanic, 
workman, mill-hand. [f. F (-if, -ire), or 
LL operatimis (operate, -ive)] 

op'eratize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Put into 

operatic form, [irreg. after dramatize, 
cl. OPERATIC] 

operc'ullum, n. (pi. —a). Fish’s gill-cover; 
lid or valve closing aperture of shell when 
tenant is retracted; similar lidlike struc¬ 

ture in plants, eggs of some insects, etc. 
Hence ~ar>, ~ate2, ~at6d, aa., ~l- 
comb. form. [L (ojrerire cover, -cule)] 

operett'a, n. One-act or short light opera. 
[It. (OPERA, -ette)] 

op'erose, a. (pedant.). Kequiring or show¬ 
ing or taking great pains, laborious. 
Hence~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L operosus 
(opus -eris work, -OSE1)] 

oph'icleide (-lid), n. Keyed wind-instru¬ 
ment consisting of tapering brass tube 
bent double serving as bass or alto to 
key-bugle; (also tuba) powerful organ 
reed-pipe. [f. F ophicUide (Gk aphis ser¬ 
pent, kleis -dos key)] 

ophid'ian, a. & n. (Member) of the Ophi- 
dia or order of reptiles including snakes, 
[mod. L ophidia (-IA2), irreg. f. Gk aphis 
snake, -an] 

ophio-, comb, form of Gk ophis snake, 
as ~later, '—lathy, (-61-), serpent-wor- 
ship(per), ~logy (-6F). 

oph'Ite, n. Serpentine, serpentine marble. 
Hence ophit'ic a. [f. L f. Gk ophites f. 
ophis snake, -ite 1(2) ] 

ophthal'mia, n. Inflammation of the eye. 
[LL f. Gk (ophthalmos eye)] 

ophthal'mic, a. & n. Of the eye; affected 
with ophthalmia; (remedy) good for eye- 
-disease. [f. L f. Gk ophthalmikos (prec., 
-ic)] 

6phthalm[(o)-, comb, form of Gk ophthal¬ 
mos eye, as ~it’is, ~dL'OGY, ~<5l'ogist, 
~c!t'omy ; dphthal'moscovE, instrument for 
inspecting retina. 

op'iate1, a. (arch.), & n. 1. Containing 
opium, narcotic, soporific. 2. n. Drug 
containing opium & easing pain or induc¬ 
ing sleep. [f. med. L opiatvs(opium, -ate2)] 

op'iate2, v.t. Mix with opium, [app. f. 
med. L *opiare (opium), -ate3] 

opine', v.t. Express or hold the opinion 
(that, or abs. in parenthesis), [f. L opi- 
nari] 

opin'ion (-yon), n. 1. Judgement or belief 
based on grounds short of proof, provi¬ 
sional conviction, view held as probable, 
(in my ~, as it seems to me; am of ~ that, 
believe; a matter of ~, disputable point); 
(also public ~) views or sentiment, esp. on 
moral questions, prevalent among people 
in general. 2. What one thinks on or on a 
particular question, a belief, a conviction, 
(the courage of, act up to, one’s ~s). 3. 
Formal statement by expert when con¬ 
sulted of what he holds to be the fact or 
the right course, professional advice, (you 
had better have another —). 4. Estimate 
(have, formed, a very high, low, favourable, 
— of him); (with neg.) favourable estimate 
(have no ~ of Frenchmen). [ME, f. OF, f. 
L opinionem (opine, -ion)] 

opin'ionated (-nyo-), a. Obstinate in 
opinion, dogmatic; self-willed. Hence 
~ness n. [f. obs. opinionate in same sense, 
perh. latinized form of obs. opinionED2] 

opin'ionative (-nyo-), a. = prec. [opinion 
+ -ATIVE, Cf. TALKATIVE] 
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O. Pip. See observation, pip5. 

opisom'eter, n. Instrument for measur¬ 
ing curved lines as on map, made of 
wheel running on screw, [f. Gk opiso 
backwards, -meter] 

opis'thograph (-ahf), n. (Gk & Rom. 
ant.). Parchment or slab with writing 
on both sides, [f. Gk opisthographos f. 
opisthen behind + -graph ] 

dp'ium, n., & v.t. 1. Reddish-brown 
heavy-scented bitter drug prepared from 
juice of kind of poppy, smoked or eaten as 
stimulant, intoxicant, or narcotic, & used 
as sedative (laudanum) in medicine; ~ 
den, haunt of ~-smokers; ~ habit, of 
taking ~; hence ~ism(5) n., ~ize(5) v.t. 
2. v.t. Drug or treat with ~. [ME, f. L f. 

_Gk opion poppy-juice (opos juice)] 
opodel'doc, n. Kinds of soap liniment, 

[wd used & prob. made by Paracelsus for 
kinds of medical plaster] 

opop'anax, n. A fetid gum resin formerly 
used in medicine; a gum resin used in 
perfumery. [ME, f. L f. Gk, f. opos juice, 
panax (pas pantos all, akos cure) name of 
plant ] 

oposs'um, n. Kinds of American small 
arboreal or aquatic nocturnal marsupial 
with thumbed hind-foot (see also possum) ; 

(Austral.) = phalanger. [Amer.-Ind.] 
II opp'idan, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of a town 
(now rare); (at Eton) non-colleger, boy 
in boarding-house in town. [f. L oppi- 
danus (oppidum town, -an)] 

6pp'il|ate, v.t. (med.). Block up, obstruct. 
So ~a'tion n. [f. L op(pilare ram) ] 

opp5n'ency, n. (rare). Antagonism, op¬ 
position. [foil., -ENCY] 

oppon'ent, a. & n. 1. Opposing, contrary, 
opposed, (now rare; ~ muscle, opposing 
thumb or lateral digit to other digit). 
2. n. Adversary, antagonist, [f. L op(po- 
nere place), -ent ] 

opp'ortune (also -un'), a. (Of time) 
suitable, well-selected or as favourable as 
if chosen; (of action or event) well-timed, 
done or occurring by design or chance 
at favourable conjuncture. Hence ~ly2 

adv., ~NESS n., (also -un!). [ME, f. OF 
opportun f. L OP(portunus f. portus -us 
harbour)] 

opportunism, n. Allowing of due or un¬ 
due weight to circumstances of the mo¬ 
ment in determining policy; preference 
of what can to what should be done, com¬ 
promise, practical politics, adaptation to 
circumstances; putting of expediency 
before principle or place before power, 
political time-serving. So ~ist (2) n. [f. 
prec. after It. (-ismo) & F (-isme)] 

opportunity, n. Opportuneness (rare); 
favourable juncture, good chance, open¬ 
ing, (of doing, to do, for action, or abs.; 
find, make, get, seize, give, afford, an ~; 
take the~ of). [ME, f. OF opportunite f. L 
opportunUatem (opportune, -ty)] 

opposle' (-z), v.t. 1. Place or produce or 
cite (thing, person) as obstacle, antagon- 

opposition 

ist, counterpoise, or contrast, to, repre¬ 
sent (things) as antithetical, (to fury let 
us ~e patience; you are ~ing things that 
are practically identical-, to Plato I ~e 
Aristotle; ~e<i himself to it with all his 
power; the thumb can be ~ed to any of 
the fingers, placed against it front to 
front, whence ~'able (-z-) a., ~aBiL'iTY 

n.). 2. Set oneself against (person, thing); 
withstand, resist, obstruct, propose the 
rejection of (resolution, motion, etc.); 
(abs.) act as opponent or check (it is the 
duty of an opposition to ~e). 3. p.p. 
Contrary, opposite, contrasted, (charac¬ 
ters strongly ~ed; black is ~ed to white); 
(of persons) hostile, adverse, (is firmly 
~ed to protection). [ME, f. OF op (poser 
POSE1)] 

oppSse'less (-zl-), a. (poet.). Irresistible. 
[-LESS] 

opp'osite (-z-), a. (often governing n. by 
ellipse of to), n., adv., & prep. 1. Contrary 
in position (to), facing, front to front or 
back to back (with), (on ~ sides of the 
square; came from., went in, ~ directions-, 
the tree ~ to or ~ the house; ~ leaves etc. in 
hot., placed at same height on ~ sides of 
stem, or placed straight in front of other 
organ, opp. alternate; ~ number, person or 
thing similarly placed in another set etc. 
to the given one); of contrary kind, dia¬ 
metrically different to or from, the other 
of a contrasted pair, (of an ~ kind to, 
from, ivhal I expected; much liked by the 
~ sex); hence ~ly2 adv. (chiefly bot.), 
~ness n., (-z-). 2. n. ~ thing or term (you 
are cold-blooded, she is the ~; the most 
extreme ~s have some qualities in common). 
3. adv. & prep. In ~ place, position, or 
direction (to) (there was an explosion ~, in 
the house across the street; ~ prompter 
in theatre, abbr. o.p., usu. to actor’s 
right; happened ~ the Mansion House); 
play ~, (of leads in stage-play or film) 
have (specified actor or actress) as one’s 
leading man, lady. [ME, f. OF, f. L 
op(posit-us p.p. of ponere place)] 

oppds'iti- (-z-), comb, form of L oppositus 
(prec.) in bot. wds, as ~fol'ious, opposite- 
-leaved; ~sep'alous, (of stamen) placed 
straight in front of sepal. 

opposition (-z-), n. 1. Placing opposite 
(~ of the thumb, cf. oppose) ; diametrically 
opposite position (esp. astron., of two 
heavenly bodies when their longitude 
differs by 180°, opp. conjunction ; planet 
is in ~, opposite sun); contrast, anti¬ 
thesis. 2. (log.). Relation between two 
propositions with same subject & pre¬ 
dicate but differing in quantity or quality 
or both. 3. Antagonism, resistance, being 
hostile, (offer a determined ~ ; did it in ~ 
to public opinion; was in ~ at the time, be¬ 
longing to the ~ in next sense). 4. [| The 
0~, Her Majesty’s 0~, chief parliamen¬ 
tary party opposed to that in office (the 
leader of the 0~; the 0~ whips, benches, 
etc.). 5. Any party opposed to some 

Pifll Q 
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proposal. Hence ~al a. (rare), ~ist(2) 
n. & a. (rare), (-zisho-). [ME, f. OF, f. L 
oi'(posilionem position)! 

oppos'ztive (-z-), a. (rare). Adversative, 
antithetic; fond of opposing, [prec., 
-IV ft ] 

oppress', v.t. Overwhelm with superior 
weight or numbers or irresistible power; 
lie heavy on, weigh down, (spirits, imagi¬ 
nation, etc.); govern tyrannically, keep 
under by coercion, subject to continual 
cruelty or injustice. So oppre'ssiON 
(-shn), ~on, nu., ~ivb a., ~xveLY2 adv., 
~iveNESS n. [ME, f. OF oppresser f. med. 
L op (pressure frequent, of L premere 
press) ] 

opprSb'rlous, a. Conveying reproach, 
abusive, vituperative. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF -eux, or LL opprobriosus 
(foil., -ous)] 

opprob'rium, n. Disgrace attaching to 
some act or conduct, infamy, crying of 
shame. [L, f. op(probrare f. probrum dis¬ 
graceful act) ] 

oppugn' (-un), v.t. Controvert, call in 
question, whence ~er1 (-iin:) n.; (rare) 
attack, resist, be in conflict with, (so 
oppug'nAST a. & n., oppug'nANCE, op- 
pug'nANCV, oppugn v'tion, rn., all rare). 
[ME, f. L ov(pugnarefight) attack,besiege] 

op'simatlz, n. (rare). One who learns late 
in life. So opsim'athv1 n. [f. Gk opsi- 
malhes (opse late, mrrfft-learn)] 

opson'ic, a. Having the effect on bacteria 
of making them easier of consumption by 
phagocytes (~ action, poiver; ~ index, 
numerical expression of the phagocytic 
power of the serum of a patient under 
anti-bacterial injections as below). So 
op'soniN n., the substance produced in 
patient’s blood by injection of dead cul¬ 
tures of the bacteria of his disease, [f. 
Gk opson cooked meat, +-ic] 

opt, v.i. Exercise an option, make choice, 
(between alternatives or for alternative or 
out). Hence ~'ant n. [f. F opter f. L 
optare choose, wish] 

op'tative (or 5pta-), a. & n. (gram.). 1. Ex¬ 
pressing wish (~ mood, set of verbal forms 
of tiiis kind, distinct chiefly in Sanskrit 
and Greek; ~ use of subjunctive); hence 
~ly2 adv. 2. n. ~ mood, verbal form 
belonging to it. [F (-if, -ive), f. LL 
optalivus (prec., -ative)] 

op'tic, a. & n. 1. (anat.). Of the eye or 
sense of sight (~ nerve, neuritis, etc.; ~ 
angle, between lines from extremities of 
object to eye, or from two eyes to one 
point). 2. n. Eye (now usu. joc.); II device 
fastened to neck of bottle for measuring 
out spirits; (pi., with sing, constr.) science 
of sight & esp. of the laws of its medium, 
light, [f. F optique or med. L f. Gk oplikos 
(optos seen f. op- see); optics renders med. 
L optica-, see -ic] 

op'tical, a. Visual, ocular, (~ illusion, 
produced by too implicit confidence in 
the evidence of sight); of sight or light 

in relation to each other, belonging to 
optics, constructed to assist sight or on 
the principles of optics. Hence~ly2 adv. 
[a3 prec., see -ical] 

opti'eian (-shn), n. Maker or seller of 
optical instruments esp. spectacles, [f. F 
opticien (optic, -ician)] 

II optime. See wrangler. 
6p'tim[ism, n. Doctrine, esp. as set forth 
by Leibnitz, that the actual world is the 
best of all possible worlds; view that 
good must ultimately prevail over evil in 
the universe; sanguine disposition, in¬ 
clination to take bright views. So ~ist(2) 
n. & a., ~is'tic a., ~is'tiCALLY adv., — 
ize(2) v.i. [f. F optimisme (hoptimus best, 
-ISM)] 

op'timum, n. (chiefly fciol.). Most favour¬ 
able (natural) conditions (for growth, re¬ 
production, etc.); (attrib.) best or most 
favourable (~ temperature). [L, neut. of 
opiimus best] 

op'ticn, n. Choice, choosing, thing that is 
or may be chosen, (make one’s ~ ; none of 
ihe~s is satisfactory)-, liberty of choosing, 
freedom of choice, (local2 ~; imprison¬ 
ment without the ~ of a fine; have no ~ but 
to, must); (St., Exch. etc.) purchased 
right to call for or make delivery within 
specified time of specified stocks etc. at 
specified rate. [F, or f. L optio (st. of 
optare choose, -tion)] 

op'tional (-sho-), a. Not obligatory, 
[prec., -al] 

optolm'eter, n. Instrument for testing 
the refractive power & visual range of the 
eye. Hence ~m'etriST n., sight-tester, 
~m'etry n. [f. Gk optos seen +-METER] 

op'tophone, n. Instrument converting 
light into sound, & so enabling the blind 
to read print etc. by ear. [f. as prec., 
+ Gk phone sound] 

op'Glent, a. Rich, wealthy; abounding, 
abundant, well stored. Hence or cogn. 
op'ulENCE n., ~ly2 adv. [f. L opulentus 
(opes wealth, -ulent)] 

Op'us, n. (pi. rare dp'era). Musician’s 
separate composition of any kind (used 
esp. in citing it from among its works by 
number; abbr. op.; Beethoven op. 15); 
mdg'num ~, ~ mdg'num, or ~, great 
literary undertaking, writer’s or other 
artist’s chief production. [L, = work] 

opus'cule, opus’eulum (pi. -la), n. Minor 
musical or literary composition, [(-ule 
F) f. L (-um) dim. of prec. (-CULE)] 

or1, n. (her.). Gold or yellow in armorial 
bearings. [F, f. L aurum gold] 

II or2, prep. & couj. (arch.). Before, ere, 
(chiefly now in or ever, or e’er, poet.). [OE 
dr f. ON dr (= Goth, air) early, assim. in 

sense to OE xr ere] 

or3 (dr, or), conj. introducing second of two 
alternatives (white or black), all but the 
first (white or grey or black) or only the 
last (white, grey, or black) of any number, 
the second of each of several pairs (white 
or black, red or yellow, blue or green), or 
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(poet.) each of two (or in the heart or in 
the head). An alternative introduced by 
or may be (1) on equal footing with pre¬ 
ceding (shall you be there or not?; any 
Tom., Dick, or Harry); (2) as true as the 
preceding (ripe tomatoes are red or yellow); 
(3) mere synonym (common or garden); (4) 
indication that preceding is doubtfully 
accurate (one or two, five or six, etc., a 
few); (5) explanation of preceding (saw 
a dug-out or hoUowed-tree boat); (6) state¬ 
ment of only remaining possibility or 
choice given (often after either-, a thing 
must surely be or -not be; for goodness’ sake 
either take it or leave it); (7) statement of 
result of rejection etc. of preceding (often 
with else; she must weep or she must die; 
make haste, or else you will be late); (8) 
second etc. member of indirect question 
or conditional protasis after whether (ask 
him, whether he was there or not; must do it 
whether I like or dislike it). In syntax, a 
set of alternatives with or is sing, if each 
member is sing, (mem or woman, boy or 
girl, goes unmolested; not go); if the 
members differ in number etc., the near¬ 
est prevails (were you or he, was he or you, 
there?; either he or you were, either you or 
he was), but some forms (e.g., was I or you 
on duty?) are avoided; forms in which 
difference of gender in the members 
causes difficulty with pronouns (a land¬ 
lord or landlady expects their, his or her, 
his, rent) are usually avoided, their rent or 
the rent due to them being ungrammatical, 
his or her rent or the rent due to him or her 
clumsy, & his rent or the rent due to him 
slovenly, [reduced form of obs. other 
conj. which superseded OE oththe or) 

-or, a term, of wds, & form of var. suff., 
of L orig. 1. (a) L -or, -orem, OF -or, -ur 
(F -eur), in ME first -or, -ur, later -our, 
which was subsequently largely refash, 
after L -or. In Gt. Britain many early 
spellings -our have survived, hut Amer. 
usage favours -or in all. Generally, the 
sp. -or repr. either (i) older wds in -our 
refash, after L -or, or (ii) later adoptives 
taken f. F or direct f. L; (h) L nn. in 
-ator, -etor, -itor developed regularly in 
OF as -eor, -eur (F -eur), in AF -eour, 
ME -our, which thus fell together w. wds 
f. simple L -or, -orem (see (a), above). 
2. In E wds, this term, appears in the 
foil. suff.: (a) -or (formerly freq. -our), 
ult. repr. L -or, -orem in nn. of condition 
f. intr. vbs, as error, horror-, (b) -or 
(formerly freq. -our), repr. L -or, -orem of 
agent- nn. f. p.p. or supine stems, as 
(i) actor, confessor, doctor; (ii) repr. L -ator 
etc. (see 1(b)), as donor, emperor, vendor, 
& anal, formations in OF or AF on the 
vb, as tailor, warrior-, (iii) f. L wds in 
-ator &c. (see 1 (b)) in later adoptives (f. 
OF, or AF, or L) retaining the L -t-, as 
administrator, creditor; (c) -or is occas. an 
alt. of another suf., as in bachelor, chan¬ 
cellor (earlier -er), or of E -er, as in sailor 

orang-outang 

(earlier -er). When -or & -er coexist, -or 
has occas. a more legal or professional 
sense; conversely, -or has been altered to 
-er, as in barber (ME & AF harbour); 
(d) -or (-our) occas. repr. F -oir (manor, 
mirror); (e) -or repr. ME, AF -our f. L -or, 
var. of -ior suf. of compar. degree: see 
-IOR2. 

o'rach(e), n. Kinds of wild and kitchen- 
-garden plants of goosefoot family. 
[15/16th c. arage, arache f. AF arasche 
(= F arroclie), ult. f. L atriplex f. Gk 
atraphaxus ] 

o'racle, n. 1. Place at which ancient 
Greeks etc. were accustomed to consult 
their deities for advice or prophecy (work 
the~, secure desired answer by tampering 
with priests etc., also fig. bring secret 
influence to bear in one’s favour); re¬ 
sponse, often ambiguous or obscure, 
given at such place. 2. Holy of holies or 
mercy-seat in Jewish temple. 3. (Vehicle, 
personal or other, of) divine inspiration 
or revelation. 4. Person or thing serving 
as infallible guide, test, or indicator 
(I am Sir 0~); authoritative, profoundly 
wise, or mysterious adviser or advice, 
judge or judgement, prophet or prophecy. 
Hence (esp. w. ref. to obscurity) orac- 
uIar1 a., orac'ularLY2adv., oracula'riTY 
n. [ME, f. OF, f. L oraculum f. orare 
speak] 

or'al, a. & n. 1. Spoken, verbal, by word 
of mouth; (anat.) of the month. 2. n. 
(colloq.). ~ examination etc. Hence ~ly 2 
adv. [f. LL oralis (L os oris mouth, -al)] 

d'range1 (-inj), n. & a. 1. (Evergreen tree 
bearing) large roundish many-celled juicy 
acid or sweet fruit enclosed in bright 
reddish-yellow tough rind (squeeze the ~, 
take all the good from anything; squeezed 
~, thing from which no more good can be 
got; blood 1 ~ ; China ~, former name of 
common ~; mandarin2 ~; mock ~, the 
shrub syringa; Tangerine ~; ~s <£• 
lemons, nursery game, also kind of toad¬ 
flax; Blenheim ~, kind of apple); (also 

colour) reddish-yellow; blossom, 
flowers of ~, worn by brides at wedding; 
~-fin, kind of trout; ~ marmalade; ~ 
slick, thin pointed stick for finger-nails; ~ 
-tip, kind of butterfly. 2. adj. —coloured, 
reddish-yellow. Hence o'rangERY(S) 
(-Inj-) n. [ME. f. OF, ult. f. Arab, naranj] 

Orange2 (5'rmj), n. Town on RhSne from 
which Princes of ~ took title (William 
of ~ in Eng. hist., King William III); 
(attrib. & comb.) connected with Irish 
ultra-protestant party (prob. f. the~mem, 
political society formed 1795 for protes- 
tant ascendancy in Ireland, prob. named 
after ~ lodge of freemasons in Belfast, 
prob. named after William), whence 
o'angiSM(3) (-inj-) n. [F, = L Arausio] 

orangeade' (-injad), n. Effervescent or 
still drink of orange juice etc. [-ADE] 

orang-outang' (dht), dh'ang-ut'an 
(-dot-), n. Large long-armed arboreal 
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anthropoid ape of Borneo & Sumatra. 
[Malay (-vtan) = man of the woods] 

orate', v.i. (joe.). Make speech, hold forth, 
play the orator, [back form. f. foil. ] 

ora'tion, n. Formal address or harangue 
or discourse esp. of ceremonial kind; 
(gram.) language, way of speaking (direct, 
indirect or oblique, ~, person’s words as 
actually spoken, or with the changes of 
person, tense, etc., usual in reporting). 
[ME, f. L oratio (orare speak, -ation)] 

o'rator, n. Maker of a speech; eloquent 
public speaker; || Public 0~. official at 
Oxford & Cambridge speaking for uni¬ 
versity on State occasions. Hence 
o'ratrESS1 n. (ME, f. OF orateur i. L 
oratorem (prec., -OR)] 

orator'iS, n. (pi. ~s). Semi-dramatic 
musical composition usu. on sacred 
theme performed by soloists, chorus, & 
orchestra, without action, scenery, or 
costume. [It., orig. of musical services at 
oratory of St Philip Neri] 

o'ratorize,-ise (-iz), v.i. = orate, [-ize] 

o'ratory1, n. Small chapel, place for pri¬ 
vate worship ; (0~) R.-C. religious society 
of simple priests without vows founded 
in Rome 1564 to give plain preaching & 
popular services, also any branch of this 
in England etc., whence oratdr'lAN a. & 
n. [ME, f. LL oratorium neut. of L ora- 
torius (orare pray, speak, -Tory)] 

o'ratory2, n. (Art of making) speeches, 
rhetoric; highly coloured presentment of 
facts, eloquent or exaggerating language. 
Hence orato'riCAL a., orato'ricali.Y2 
adv. [f. L oratoria (ars art) of speaking, 
fem. as prec.] 

orb, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Circle, circular disc, 
ring, (now rare); sphere, globe; heavenly 
body; eyeball, eye, (poet.); globe sur¬ 
mounted by cross as part of regalia; or¬ 
ganized or collective whole; hence ~'less 

a. 2. vb. Enclose in, gather (t. & i.) into, 
~. [f. L orb is ring] 

<Jrbic'ul|ar, a. Circular, discoid, ring- 
-shaped (~ar muscle, sphincter); spherical, 
globular, rounded, (fig.) forming com¬ 
plete whole. Hence or cogn. ~a'riTY n., 
~arLY2 adv., ~ate2 a. (nat. hist.). [ME, 
f. L orbicularis (orbiculus dim. as prec., 
-AR1)] 

drb'it, n., & v.i. 1. Eye-socket, whence 
~o- comb, form; border round eye of 
bird or insect; curved course of planet, 
comet, satellite, etc.; (fig.) range, sphere 
of action. 2. v.i. (Of satellite etc.) move 
in an ~. Hence ~ai, a. [f. L orbita track 
of wheel or moon (orbis ring)] 

dhc, bre'a, n. Kinds of cetacean; sea or 
other monster, [f. F orque, or f. L orca kind 
of whale] 

Orcad'ian (or-), a. & n. (Native) of Ork¬ 
ney. [f. L Orcadcs Orkney Islands, -ian] 

brch'ard, n. Enclosure with fruit-trees; 
r-man, fruit-grower, also ~ist(3) n. [OE 
ortgeard f. L liortus garden, yard2; cf. 
Goth, aurtigards] 

<JfchSs't|ic (-k-), a. Of dancing. Hence 
~ics n. [f. Gk orkhestikos (orkhestes 
dancer, see foil.)] 

di 'cliestra (-k-), n. 1. Semicircular space 
in front of ancient-Greek theatre-stage 
where chorus danced & sang. 2. Part of 
modern theatre or concert-room assigned 
to band or chorus. 3. Body of instru¬ 
mental performers, or combination of 
bowed, wood-wind, brass, & percussion 
instruments, in theatre or concert-room, 
whence orches'trAL (-k-) a. [L, f. Gk 
orkhestra (orkheomai dance)] 

db'chestr|ate (-k-), v.t. & i. Compose (t. & 
i.), arrange, or score, for orchestral per¬ 
formance. Hence~a'tion n. [-ate3] 

drchestri'na (-klstre-), 'orches'trion 
(-k-), nn. Elaborate kind of barrel-organ 
meant to give orchestra-like effect. [ -in a 1 ] 

or'chid, or'chis, (-k-), n. Member of 
large family of monocotyledonous plants 
(-is is usu. of wild English kinds, -id of 
exotics or in bot. use), of which English 
kinds are terrestrial with tuberous root & 
erect fleshy stem with spike of usu. red or 
purple flowers, & many exotic kinds have 
flowers of fantastic shapes & brilliant 
colours. Hence olxhida'ceous (-kldashws) 
a., or'chidlST(3) (-k-) n. [(-id made 1845 
by Lindley, see -ID2) f. L f. Gk orkhis -ios 
testicle, orchis, (w. ref. to shape of tuber)] 

or'chido- (-k-), assumed comb, form of Gk 
orkhis (prec.), correctly orchio-, as 
~man'ia, ~logy (-61-). 

dr'chil, n. Red or violet dye from lichen. 
[ME, f. OF orchel, of unkn. orig.] 

drehit'is (-k-), n. Inflammation of the 
testicles, [f. Gk orkhis testicle 4- -itis ] 

or'ein, n. (chem.). Colourless crystalline 
substance extracted from lichens & yield¬ 
ing various dyes when compounded, [f. 
mod. L orcina (orchil, -in)] 

ordain', v.t. (Eccl.) appoint ceremonially 
to Christian ministry, confer holy orders 
(esp. those of deacon or priest) on (was 
~ed priest, elder, etc., or abs.); (of God, 
fate, etc.) destine, appoint, (has ~ed the 
time, death as our lot, us mortal, us to die, 
that we should live); appoint authorita¬ 
tively, decree, enact, (what the laws ~ ; ~ 
that ■—). [ME, f. OF ordener f. L ordinare 
(ordo -inis order)] 

drdain'ment, n. (rare). Decree(ing). 
-[MENT] 

ordeal' (or ord'el), n. Ancient Teutonic 
mode of deciding suspected person’s guilt 
or innocence by subjecting him to physi¬ 
cal test such as plunging of hand in boil¬ 
ing water, safe endurance of which was 
taken as divine acquittal; experience that 
tests character or endurance, severe trial, 
[in 16th c. repr. med. L ordalium or OE 
ordal, -del (= OS urdeli, OHG urteili) 
judgement, corresp. to vb adeelan deal 
out (= OHG irteilen)] 

ord'er1, n. (Main senses) 1. Rank, row, 
class. 2. Sequence, arrangement. 3. Man¬ 
date. 1. Tier (now rare; ~ on ~ of 



order 853 

sculptured figures)-, social class or rank, 
separate & homogeneous set of persons, 
(esp. the higher, lower, ~s; all ~.s <£• degrees 
of men; the ~ of baronets; the cler ical, mili¬ 
tary, ~); kind, sort, (talents of a high, con¬ 
siderations of quite another, ~); any of the 
nine grades of angels (seraphim, cheru¬ 
bim, thrones, dominations, principalities, 
powers, virtues, archangels, angels); 
grade of Christian ministry (holy ~s in 
Anglican church, those of bishop, priest, 
& deacon, in R.-C., these & subdeacon; 
minor ~s in R.-C. Church, those of aco¬ 
lyte, exorcist, reader, & doorkeeper); (pi.) 
status of clergyman (take ~s, be ordained; 
in ~s, ordained; often in these phrr., & 
always elsewhere, holy ~s); fraternity of 
monks or friars, or formerly of knights, 
bound by common rule of life (the 
Franciscan ~ ; the Teutonic ~ ; the ~ of 
Templars); i| company usu. instituted by 
sovereign to which distinguished persons 
are admitted by way of honour or reward 
(~ of the Garter, the Bath, Merit, etc.), in¬ 
signia worn by members of this (sent him, 
wears, the~ of the Golden Fleece); (archit.) 
mode of treatment with established pro¬ 
portions between parts, esp. one of the 
five (classical) ~s, Doric, Ionic, Corin¬ 
thian, Tuscan, & Composite, of column 
and entablature, the first three being 
Greek in origin, the others Roman; 
(math.) degree of complexity (line, equa¬ 
tion, fluxion, of the first etc. ~), (also ~ 
of magnitude) class in a system of classi¬ 
fication determined by size (measure¬ 
ments of the ~ of one in a million); (nat. 
hist.) classification-group below class1 

& above family (natural ~ in bot., abbr. 
N.O., of plants allied in general structure, 
not merely agreeing in single character¬ 
istic as in Linnaean system). 2. Sequence, 
succession, manner of following, (in alpha¬ 
betical, chronological, etc.,~ ; out of~, not 
systematically arranged; follow the ~ of 
events; inverts the natural ~; take them in 
~, one after another according to some 
principle); regular array, condition in 
which every part or unit is in its right 
place, tidiness, normal or healthy or 
efficient state, (drew them up in ~; are 
scattered without any ~; love of ~ ; is in 
bad, out of, ~, not working rightly; is in 
~ or good ~, fit for use); || (arch.) suitable 
action, measures, (take ~ to do; take ~ 
with, arrange, dispose of); constitution of 
the world, way things normally happen, 
collective manifestations of natural 
forces or laws, natural or moral or spiri¬ 
tual system with definite tendencies, (esp. 
the ~ of nature or things or the world-, the 
old ~ changeth; whether there is a moral ~ 
or not); stated form of divine service (the 
~ of confirmation); principles of decorum 
& rules of procedure accepted by legis¬ 
lative assembly or public meeting, or en¬ 
forced by its president (Speaker called 
him to ~ ; 0~ 1 0~ /, protest against in- 

order 

fringement of it; rise to ~ or a point of 
~, interrupt debate etc. with inquiry 
whether something being said or done is 
in or out of ~; ~ of the day, programme, 
business set down for treatment, whence, 
in gen. use, prevailing state of things, as 
industry, thunder, cricket, is the ~ of the 
day; || —paper, written or printed ~ of 
the day; || ~-book, in which motions to 
be submitted to the House of Commons 
must be entered); prevalence of con¬ 
stituted authority, law-abiding state, 
absence of riot, turbulence, & violent 
crime, (often law & ~; ~ was restored; 
keep ~, enforce it); close, open, ~ (mil. 
etc.), formation with narrow, wide, spaces 
between men or ships; marching, review, 
etc., ~ (mil.), the regulation uniform & 
equipment carried by the soldier in 
marching, at review, etc. (cf. MARCH5mff 
~s); (mil.) the ~, position of company etc. 
with arms ordered (see foil.); in ~ to do, 
with a view to, for the purpose of, doing; 
in ~ that, until the intention or to the 
end that. 3. Mandate, injunction, authori¬ 
tative direction or instruction, (often pi.; 
gave ~s, an the ~, for something to 
be done, that it should be done, etc.; is 
obedient <o~s; ]| 0~ in Council, sovereign 
~ on some administrative matter 
give by advice of Privy Council; by ~, 
according to direction of the proper 
au tliority; judge gave, made, refused, an 
or the ~); (banking etc.) instruction to 
pay money or deliver property signed by 
owner or responsible agent (~ cheque, 
cheque to person’s ~, one requiring 
payee’s endorsement before being cashed; 
postal, money or pop. post-office, ~, kinds 
of Post-Office cheque for remitting 
money, the latter non-transferable); 
(commerc.) direction to manufacturer, 
tradesman, etc., to supply something 
(made to~, according to special directions, 
to suit individual measurements, etc., 
opp. ready-made-, grocer has sent for ~s; 
is on ~, has been ordered but not yet 
supplied; a large ~, colloq., difficult job; 
~-book, in which tradesman enters ~s; 
~-clerk, with duty of entering ~s; ~-/orw, 
skeleton ~ to be filled in by customer); 
pass admitting bearer gratis, cheap, or 
as privilege, to theatre, museum, private 
house, etc. [ME, f. OF ordre f. L ordinem 
nom. -o] 

(Srd'er2, v.t. Put in order, array, regulate, 
(arch.; ~ed his troops; ~ one’s affairs; has 
~e<Z his life well); (mil.) ~ arms, stand 
rifles butt on ground & hold them close to 
right side; (of God, fate, etc.) ordain (so 
ive hoped, bid it was otherwise ~ed); com¬ 
mand, bid, prescribe, (~ a retreat, thing 
to be done, person to do, that person or 
thing should; ~ed him a mustard plaster); 
command or direct (person etc.) to go to, 
away, home, etc. (was to Egypt; ~ 
about, send hither & thither, domineer 
over); direct tradesman, servant, etc., to 
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suppl5r (~ dinner, settle what it shall 

consist of). [ME, f. prec.) 
ord'erlly, a. & n. 1. Methodically ar¬ 

ranged or inclined, regular, obedient to 
discipline, not unruly, well-behaved, 
whence ~Iness n.; (mil.) of, charged with 
conveyance or execution of, orders II (~y 
book, regimental or company book for 
entry of orders; ~y officer, officer of the 
day; ~y room, in barracks for company’s 
business); II ~y bin, street box for refuse. 
2. n. Soldier in attendance on officer to 
carry orders etc.; attendant in (esp. 
military) hospital; street cleaner. [-LY1] 

drd'inal, a. & n. 1. (Number) defining 
thing’s position in series (first, twentieth, 
etc., are ~s or ~ numbers-, cf. cardinal). 

2. Of a nat.-hist. order. 3. n. Service- 
-book used at ordinations. [ME, f. LL 
ordinalis (order1, -al)] 

ordinance, n. Authoritative direction, 
decree (SELS-denying ~); religious rite; 
(rare) collocation of parts in literary work 
or architecture. [ME, f. OF ordinance f. 
med. L ordina.ncia (ORDAIN, -ANCE)] 

drd'inand, n. Candidate for ordination. 
[f. L ordinandns (ordinare ordain)] 

drd'inary, a. & n. 1. Regular, normal, 
customary, usual, not exceptional, not 
above the usual, commonplace, (|| in ~ 
a ppended to physician etc., by permanent 
appointment, not temporary or extra¬ 
ordinary ; in the, ~ way I should refuse, if 
the circumstances were not exceptional; 
something out of the ~; ~ seaman, abbr. 
O.S., lower rating than able; m~, of ships 
laid up, not in commission), whence 
ord'inariLY2 adv., ofd'inarlsEss n. 2. 
II (Authority) having immediate or ex 
officio & not deputed jurisdiction (the 0~, 
archbishop in province, bishop in diocese; 
0~ or Lord 0~ in Scotland, one of five 
judges of Court of Session constituting 
Outer House). 3. Rule or book laying 
down order of divine service. 4. || Public 
meal provided at fixed time & price in 
inn etc. 5. (her.). Charge of earliest, 
simplest, & commonest kind (esp. chief, 
pale, bend, fesse, bar, chevron, cross, 
satire). 6. Early type of bicycle, with one 
large & one very small wheel (opp. safely). 
[f. L ordinarius (order1, -ary1); partly 
thr. OF -arie, F -aire] 

ofd'inate, n. (geom.). Any of series of 
parallel chords of conic section in rela¬ 
tion to bisecting diameter (esp. used of 
half the chord, from curve to diameter); 
straight line from any point drawn paral¬ 
lel to one co-ordinate axis & meeting the 
other. [lGth c., f. L (linea) ordinate (appli- 
cata) hue applied parallel] 

(Jrdina'tion, n. Arrangement in ranks, 
classification; conferring of holy orders, 
admission to church ministry; decreeing, 
ordainment. [ME, f. OI<’, or L ordinatio 
(ORDAIN. -ATION)] 

of din e'. n. Newly ordained deacon. 
[ORDAIN, -EE] 

<5f d'nance, n. Mounted guns, cannon; 
|| branch of public service dealing esp. 
with military stores & materials (Royal 
Army 0~ Corps, formerly with wider 
powers Board of 0~; || ~ survey. Govern¬ 
ment survey of Great Britain & Ireland; 
|| ~ datum, mean sea level as defined for ~ 
survey), [var. of ordinance] 

ord'ure (or -dyer), n. Excrement, dung; 
obscenity, foul language. [ME, f. OF 
(ord foul f. L HORiinras, -ure) ) 

ore, n. Solid native mineral aggregate 
from which valuable constituent(s) not 
necessarily metal may be usefully ex¬ 
tracted; (poet.) metal, esp. gold, [in 
form repr. OE dr brass (= OS, OHG er, 
ON eir, Goth, aiz, cogn. wu L aes aeris); 
in sense repr. OE ora (= Du. oer, LG Or, 
ore, of unkn. orig.] 

or'ead, n. (L & Gk myth.). Mountain 
nymph, [f. L areas -ados f. Gk orcias f. 
oros mountain, -ad(1)] 

orec'tic, a. (philos., med.). Of desire or 
appetite, appetitive, [f. Gk orektikos 
(orego stretch out, -ic>] 

of'eide, n. Kind of brass resembling gold 
used in imitation jewellery. [f. F oreide 
(or f. L awrum gold); see -ide, oroide ] 

(Jffe, n. Kind of goldfish. [G & F, f. L f. 
Gk orphos sea porch ] 

ofg'an, n. 1. Musical instrument of pipes 
supplied with wind by hellowrs, sounded 
by keys, & distributed into sets or stops 
having special tone, which in turn form 
groups or partial ~s (great, choir, swell, 
solo, pedal, ~) each vdth separate key¬ 
board, whence ~ist(3) n.; = barrel l-~ 
(~ -grinder, player of this); keyboard 
wind-instrument with metal reeds, har¬ 
monium ; American ~; mouth ~, child’s 
toy reed-instrument. 2. Part of animal 
or vegetable body adapted for special 
vital function (~s of speech, perception,, 
digestion, generation, etc.; nasal ~). 
3. Person’s voice with reference to its 
quality or power (has o, magnificent ~). 4. 
Medium of communication, mouthpiece 
of opinion, esp. newspaper or magazine 
or review representing a party, cause, 
sect, pursuit, etc. 5. ~-bloicer, person or 
mechanism w7orking~ bellows; ~-builder, 
of musical ~s; ~-loft, gallery in church 
or concert-room for ~; ~ piano, with 
mechanism giving sustained tones as in 
~; ~-screen, ornamental screen often 
between choir & nave on which ~ is 
placed in cathedral etc.; ~-stop, set of 
pipes of similar tone in ~, handle of 
mechanism that brings it into action. 
Hence ~less a. [ME, f. OF organs, f. L f. 
Gk organon tool (erg- work)] 

oi’g'andle, n. Kind of very fine trans¬ 
lucent muslin. [F (-di), of unkn. orig.] 

olgan'ic, a. 1. (Physiol.) of the bodily or¬ 
gans, vital; (path., of disease) affecting 
structure of an organ (opp. functional). 
2. Having organs or organized physical 
structure, of animals or plants, (opp. in- 
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organic). 3. (chem.). (Of compound sub¬ 

stances etc.) existing as constituent of 

organized bodies or formed from bodies 

so existing, containing carbon in its mole¬ 

cule (~ chemistry, that of carbon com¬ 

pounds). 4. Constitutional, inherent, 

fundamental, structural. 5. Organized 

or systematic or co-ordinated (~ unity- 
an ~ whole). Hence organ'lCALLY adv. 

[f. F (-ique) or L f. Gk organikos (organ, 
jrc)] 
drg'anism, n. Organized body with 

connected interdependent parts sharing 

common life, (material structure of) in¬ 

dividual animal or plant; whole with 

interdependent parts compared to living 

being, (f. F (-isrrve); see organize, -ism] 
drganlza'tion, n. In vbl senses of foil.; 

also, organized body or system or society. 

[ME, f. raed. L organizaiio (foil., -ation)] 
6rg'aniz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. & i. Furnish 

with organs, make organic, make into 

living being or tissue, (usu. in p.p.), (intr.) 

become organic; form into an organic 

whole (with constituents or resulting 

whole as obj.); give orderly structure to, 

frame & put into working order, make 

arrangements for or get up (undertaking 

involving co-operation). Hence ~able a., 

~er 1 n. [ME, f. med. L organizare (organ, 
-ize)] 

drg'andn, -anum, n. Instrument of 

thought, system of or treatise on logic. 

[Gk (-on), & L (-um), see organ; -on was 

title of Aristotle’s logical writings, & 

novum (new) organum that of Bacon’s] 

drg'anothe'rapy, n. Treatment of disease 

with organic extracts, [f. organo- comb, 

form of Gk organon organ, +-therapy] 
drg'anzine (-en), n. Silk thread in which 

the main twist is in contrary direction to 

that of the strands, [f. F organsin f. It. 

organzino, of unkn. orig. ] 
<3rg'asm, n. Violent excitement, rage, 

paroxysm; height of venereal excitement 

in coition. So orgas'tic a. [f. mod. L 

orgasmus, f. Gk orgao swell] 
or'geat (or -zhah), n. Cooling drink made 

from barley or almonds & orange-flower 

■water. [F, f. Pr. orjat (orge barley, 

-APE)] 
drgias'tlc, a. Of the nature of an orgy, 

[f. Gk orgiastikos (orgiastes agent n. f. 

orgiazo celebrate orgy)] 
dr'gy, n. (Gk & E.om. ant.; usu. pi.) 

secret rites in worship of various gods, 

esp. in that of Bacchus celebrated with 

wild dancing, drinking, and singing; 

drunken or licentious revel, (pi.) revelry 

or debauchery, [earlier pi. only, f. F 

orgies f. L f. Gk orgia pi. ] 

-orial. See -ory. 
dr'iel, n. Large windowed polygonal re¬ 

cess projecting usu. from upper storey & 

supported from ground or on corbels; 

(also ~ vrindow) window of ~, projecting 

window of upper storey. [ME, f. OF oriol, 
of undetermined orig. ] 

br'Ient ’, n. & a. 1. The eastward part 

of sky or earth (poet.); the East or 

countries E. of Mediterranean; ~ pearl; 

peculiar lustre of pearl of best quality. 

2. adj. Oriental (poet.); (of precious stones 

and pearls, of finest kinds, as coming 

anciently from the East) lustrous, spark¬ 

ling, precious; (of sun, daylight, etc., or 

fig.) rising, nascent. [ME, f. OF f. L 

orientem nom. -ens rising sun, east, (oriri 
rise, -ENT)] 

orient'2, o'rientate, (or <5i-), w.t. & i. 

Place (building etc.) so as to face E., 

build (church) with chancel end duo E., 

bury with feet eastward; place or exactly 

determine position of with regard to 

points of compass, settle or find bearings 

of, (fig.) bring into clearly understood 

relations (~ oneself, determine how one 

stands); (intr.) turn eastward or in speci¬ 

fied direction. Hence orientA'TiON n. [f. 

F orienter (prec.)] 

orien'tal (or dr-), a. & n. Easterly (arch.); 

(inhabitant) of the East or countries E. 

of Mediterranean, esp. Asian, occurring 

in or coming from or characteristic of 

the civilization etc. of the East, whence 

~ISM(2, 4), ~ist(3), nn., ~IZE(2, 3) v.i. & 

t.; (of pearls etc.) orient; ~ stitch, close 

kind of herringbone stitch. Hence ~ly3 
adv. [ME, f. OF, or L orientalis (orient1, 
-al)] 

o'rifice, n. Aperture, mouth of cavity, 

perforation, vent. [F, f. LL orificium (os 
oris mouth, -fleere = facere make)] 

o'riflamme, n. Sacred banner of St 

Denis, banderole of red silk on lance re¬ 

ceived by early French kings from abbot 

of St Denis on starting for war; (fig.) 

anything material or ideal serving as 

rallying-point in struggle; bright con¬ 

spicuous object, blaze of colour, etc. [ME, 

f. OP’ (L aurum gold, flainma flame)] 
o'rigan, orlg'anum, n. Wild marjoram, 

& kinds of allied plant. [ME, f. OP' 

origan & L (-um), f. Gk origanon] 
6'rigin, n. Derivation, beginning or ris¬ 

ing from something, person’s extraction, 

source, starting-point, (a word of Latin, a 
man of humble, ~). [f. F origine, or L origo 
-in- (oriri rise) ] 

ori'ginal, a. & n. 1. Existent from the 

first, primitive, innate, initial, earliest, 

(~ sin, innate depravity common to all 

human beings in consequence of the fall); 

that has served as pattern, of which copy 

or translation has been made, not deriva¬ 

tive or dependent, first-hand, not imita¬ 

tive, novel in character or style, inventive, 

creative, thinking or acting for oneself, 

(where is the ~ picture ?; what does the ~ 

Greek say ?; where whooping-cough is ~ ;is 
it an ~ draiving or a woodcut ?; made a 
very ~ remark; has an ~ mind; ~ people 
do ~ things); hence or cogn. original'iTY 
n., ~ly2 adv. 2. n. Pattern, archetype, 

thing from which another is copied or 

translated, (several transcripts from the 
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same ~; reads Don Quixote in the ~); 
eccentric person. [ME, f. OF, f. L 
originalis (prec., -AL)] 

ori'ginjate, v.t. & i. Give origin to, ini¬ 
tiate, cause to begin, whence ~ative a.; 
have origin, take rise, (usu. from or in 
thing or place, with or from person). So 
~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. med. L. originari 

_(ORIGIN, -ATE3)] 
orinas'al (-zl), a. & n. Of, sounded with, 
both mouth & nose (esp. of French nasa¬ 
lized vowels); (n.) ~ vowel. [L os oris 
mouth, -I-, L nasus nose, -AL] 

or'iole, n. (Also golden ~) bird with black 
& yellow plumage visiting British Isles in 
summer; other old-world birds of same 
genus ; kinds of bird of similarly coloured 
American genus, [f. med. L oriolus f. L 
aureolus dim. of aureus golden (aurum 
gold)] 

Ori'on,n. (astron.). Brilliant constellation 
S. of zodiac, figured as hunter with belt 
& sword (~’s belt, three bright stars in 
short line across ~; ~’s hound, Sirius). 
[L, f. Gk Orion] 

Ori'onld, n. (astron.). One of meteor- 
-system with radiant point in Orion, 
[prec., see -id3] 

-orious. See -ory. 

o'rison (-zn), n. A prayer (usu. in pi.). 

[ME, f. OF, f. L orationem speech (orare 
speak, pray, -ation)] 

Orl'eans (or-), n. Kind of plum; fabric of 
cotton warp & worsted weft, [name of 
French city ] 

orl'op, n. Lowest deck of ship with three 
or more decks. [ME, f. MDu. overloop 
covering (overloopen run over, see over, 

leap1)] 

orm'er, n. Edible univalve mollusc, the 
sea-ear. [Channel-I. F, f. F ormier coutr. 
of oreille de mer ear of sea] 

ohm'olu (-loo), n. Gilded bronze used 
in decorating furniture; gold-coloured 
alloy of copper, zinc, & tin; articles made 
of or decorated with these, [f. F or 
moulu ground gold (for use in gilding)] 

drn'ament1, n. (Eccl., usu. pi.) what is 
necessary for worship (e.g. altar, chalice, 
sacred vessels, service books); ~ rubric, 
that immediately before Order for Morn¬ 
ing & Evening Prayer in prayer-book); 
thing used or serving to adorn, quality 
or person whose existence or presence 
confers grace or honour, (mantelpiece 
crowded with ~s; the ~ of a quiet spirit; 
was an ~ to his country or age)-, (pi., 
mus.) grace notes; (sing, only) adorning, 
being adorned, embellishment, features 
or work added for decorative purposes, (a 
lower rich in~\ by u-ay of ~). Hence ~al 
a., ~alLY2 adv., ~alisx(3), ~allSM(3), nn., 
(all -5n-). [ME, f. OF ornement f. L orna- 
mentum equipment (ornare equip,-ment)] 

orn'ament2 (or -ent'), v.t. Adorn, beau¬ 
tify. Hence~A'TiON n. [f. prec.] 

«5rnate', a. Elaborately adorned; (of 
literary style) embellished with flowers of 

rhetoric etc. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[ME, f. L ornatus p.p. (prec.)] 

cTrnith!(o)-, comb, form of Gk ornis -ithos 
bird, in many scientific wds, as orn'ithou), 
approaching birds in structure (of some 
reptiles); ~<3l'ogy, ~<5lo'gical, ~<u'ogist ; 

ornith'oMakcy ; ~orhync'us (-ri-), Austra¬ 
lian duck-billed platypus, an aquatic 
mammal with dark-brown fur, -webbed 
feet, & duck’s bill, & laying eggs; ~os- 
copy, augury. 

orogen'esis, n. (geol.). Process of making 
mountains. So orogenET'ic a. [f. Gk 
oros mountain, genesis] 

orog'raphy, oreo-, n. Branch of physi¬ 
cal geography dealing with mountains; 
hence oroGRAPH’ic(AL) aa. So or(e)oLi 
ogy n., 6r(e)oL0'GiCAL a., 6r(e)OL'OGiST n. 
[Gk oros -eos mountain, -graphy ] 

orohipp'us, n. Fossil quadruped held to 
be ancestral form of horse. [Gk oros 
mountain, hippos horse] 

or'oide, n. Gold-coloured alloy of copper 
& zinc. [F or gold f. L aurum, Gk eidos 

_form; cf. -OiD, oreide] 
or'otund, a. (Of utterance or phrasing) 
swelling, mouth-filling, imposing, digni¬ 
fied, pompous, magniloquent, preten¬ 
tious. [f. L ore rotundo (Hor. A.P. 323) 
with round mouth] 

orph'an, n. & a., & v.t. 1. (Child) be¬ 
reaved of parent(s); hence ~hood n., 
~ize(3) v.t. 2. v.t. Bereave of parent(s). 
[ME, f. LL f. Gk orphanos bereaved] 

orph'anage, n. Orphanhood; institu¬ 
tion for orphans’ education etc. 
[-AGE] 

Orph'ic, Orphe'an, (or-), aa. Of Orpheus 
or the mysteries or doctrines associated 
with his name, oracular, mysterious, (usu. 
-ic); like Orpheus’s music, melodious, 
entrancing, (usu. -ean). [f. Gk Orphikos 
(Orpheus, -ic> ] 

ohph'rey, orf'ray, n. Ornamental often 
richly embroidered stripes and borders 
of ecclesiastical vestment. [ME orfreis 
(gold) embroidery, f. OF f. med. L auri- 
frisium etc. f. L aurum gold + Phrygius 
Phrygian, also ‘embroidered’; loss of -s 
as in pea] 

orp'iment, n. A mineral, trisulphide of 
arsenic, formerly used as yellow dye and 
as artists’ pigment. [ME, f. OF f. L 
auripigmentum (aurum gold, pigment)] 

6rp'in(e), n. Succulent herbaceous fleshy- 
-leaved purple-flowered plant. [ME, f. OF 
(-n), prob. alt. of prec., orig. of yellow- 
-flowered species of same genus] 

Orp'ington (dr-), n. A breed of poultry, 
[town in Kent] 

o'rra, a. (Sc.). Odd, not matched, occa¬ 
sional, extra, [orig. unkn.] 

o'rrery, n. Clockwork model of the 
planetary system, [named after Earl of 
0~ c. 1700] 

o'rris1, n. Kind of iris, flower-de-luce, 
(now rare); —root, fragrant root of three 
species of iris used in perfumery & medi- 
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cine; powder, powdered ~-root. [16th 

c., app. an unexpl. alt. of iris] 

6'rris2, n. Kinds of gold or silver lace or 
embroidery, [c. 1700, app. alt. of orfreis 
ORPHREY] 

ort, n. (dial. & arch.; usu. pi.). Refuse 
scrap(s), leavings. [15th-c. ortys pi., f. 
MLG orte, cf. Du. oor-aete remains of food] 

orth|(o)-, comb, form of Gk orthos straight, 
in many scientific wds w. senses straight, 
rectangular, upright, right, correct: ~o- 
cephal'ic, with breadth of skull from J to 
| of length, between brachycephalic & 
dolichocephalic; ~ochromal'ic, giving cor¬ 
rect relative intensity to colours in photo¬ 
graphy; orth'oclase, common feldspar in 
crystals with two cleavages at right 
angles; ~oddn'tia (-shia), ~oddn'tics, nn., 
correction of irregularities in teeth, 
~ddn'tic a., ~oddn'hsv, ~d'epy, science of 
correct pronunciation, whence ~o^p'lc, 
~o'epiST(3); ~og£n'esis, a view of evo¬ 
lution according to which variations 
follow a defined direction & are not merely 
sporadic & fortuitous; ~og'nathous, up¬ 
right-jawed, not prognathous; <-‘6g'ondl, 
of or involving right angles; ~6p'terous, 
of the insect order Orthoptera with straight 
narrow forewings including cockroaches, 
crickets, grasshoppers, etc.; ~6p'tic, of 
straight or correct seeing, esp. used as n. 
or a. of opaque perforated eyeglass assist¬ 
ing aim in rifle-shooting; ~orhdm'bic a. 
(cryst.), having three unequal axes at 
right angles to each other; orth'otone, 
(word) having independent accent, not 
enclitic or proclitic. 

orth'odox, a. Holding correct or the cur¬ 
rently accepted opinions esp. on religious 
doctrine, not heretical or independent- 
-minded or original; generally accepted as 
right or true esp. in theology, in harmony 
with what is authoritatively established, 
approved, conventional; the 0~ Church, 
the Eastern or Greek recognizing Patri¬ 
arch of Constantinople as head & the 
national Churches of Russia, Romania, 
etc., in communion with it. Hence ~ly2 

adv. [f. F -doxe or LL -doxus, ult. f. Gk 
ortho(doxos f. doxa opinion) ] 

orth'odoxy, n. Being orthodox, [f. LL f. 
Gk orthodoxia (prec., -Y1)] 

drthog'raphy, n. 1. Correct or conven¬ 
tional spelling; spelling with reference 
to its correctness (his ~ is shocking). 
2. Perspective projection used in maps & 
elevations in which the point of sight is 
supposed infinitely distant so that the 
rays are parallel, map etc. so projected. 
So orthograph'ic(AL) aa., orthograph'i- 
calLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF ortografle f. L f. 
Gk ortho(grapliia -graphy)] 

orth'opaedy, n. The curing of deformities 
in children'or others, surgery directed to 
this. So drthopaed'ic a. [f. F ortho- 

(pidie f. Gk paideia rearing of children)] 
ort'olan, n. The garden bunting, small 
bird esteemed as table delicacy. [F, f. Pr. 

ortolan orig. gardener f. L hortulanus 
(hortulus dim. of hortus garden, -an)] 

-ory, suf. (1) of nn., originating in ONF & 
AF -orie = OF -oire (glorie, gloire), 
whence ME -orie, later -ory, wh. came 
to be the normal E repr. of L -oria, 
-orium, F -oire, most numerous being 
adaptations of L wds in -orium (dormit~, 
laborat~). In some tech, wds L -orium is 
preserved, as auditorium, crematorium. 
(2) of adjj., (whence also nn.), originating 
in AF -ori, -orie, & repr. (occas. thr. OF 
-oir, -oire) L -orius, -a, -um. As every L 
vb could form agent n. in -or, E has 
adjj. in -ory corresp. to L vbs even when 
L has neither adj. in -orius nor agent n. 
in -or (compuls~, dispensal~, illus~), or 
when the L vb is not itself repr. in E 
(amat~, perfuncl~). As alternatives to 
-ory, E has often -orial (—h-AL), less 
often -orious (~ + -ous). 

O'ryx (6-), n. (Genus of) large straight- 
-horned African antelope. [ME, f. L, f. 
Gk orux\ 

Os'can (6-), a. & n. (Of, in) the language, 
allied to Latin, of the Osci, Opsci, or 
Opici, a primitive people of Campania. 
[L Osci, -an] 

•Os'car (os-), n. One of the statuettes 
awarded by the Motion Picture Academy 
for excellence in acting, directing, etc. 
[man’s name ] 

os'cill|ate, v.i. & t. Swing (i., rarely 
t.) like pendulum, move to & fro between 
two points; vacillate, vary between ex¬ 
tremes of opinion, action, condition, 
etc.; (electr., of current) undergo high- 
-frequency alternations as across spark- 
-gap or in valve-transmitter circuit; (of 
radio receivers) radiate electromagnetic 
waves owing to faulty operation. Hence 
or cogn. ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn., ~atORY a. 
[f. L oscillare, -ate3] 

oscita'tion (bsi-), n. (rare). Yawning, 
inattention, negligence, [f. L oscitatio 
(oscitare gape f. os mouth, citare move, 
-ation) ] 

os'cular, a. Of the mouth, of kissing 
(joc.); (math.) that osculates, [f. L 
osculum mouth, kiss, (os mouth, -cure), 

-AR1] 
os'cul|ate, v.i. & t. 1. Kiss (i. & t., rare, 
usu. joc.). 2. (Nat. hist., of species etc.) 
have contact through intermediate spe¬ 
cies etc., have common characters with 
another or with each other; (math., of 
curve or surface) have contact of higher 
order with, coincide in three or more 
points. Hence or cogn. ~ant a. (esp. nat. 
hist.),'—'A’tion n., ~atORY a. (esp. math.), 
[f. L osculari kiss (prec.), -ate3] 

-ose1, suf. f. L -osus abounding in; chiefly 
in adjj. of a technical kind, adjj. in ordi¬ 
nary use having -ous; but there are belli¬ 
cose, jocose, grandiose, & a few others. 
Nn. are formed from them usu. in -osity, 
also in -osencss. 

-ose2, suf. in chem. wds formed on glucose 
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(mod. F adoption of Gk gleukos must) 
giving names for the related carbo- 
-hydrates saccharose & cellulose & isomeric 
substances, as dextrose, laevulose. 

o'sier (-zher), n. (Shoot of) species of 
willow used in basket-work; ~-bed1; 

(attrib.) of ~s. [ME, f. OF, cf. med. L 
auseria, os-, willow-bed] 

-osis, suf. forming nn. of process or 
condition on Gk & occas. L stems; names 
of diseases or pathological states (amaur~, 
trichina); a few rhetorical terms (mei~); 
& some in gen. use (metamorph~, apoiher~). 
[f. Gk -osis n. suf. usu. f. vbs in -oo] 

-osity, suf. See-ose1,-orrs. 
Osman'li (Os-), a. & n. = ottoman1. 

[Turk., native wd for which Ottoman is 
the use. E form) 

os'mium (os-, 6z-), n. A metal of the 

platinum group, having the greatest 

density of any known substance, [f. Gk 
osme smell, -icm] 

os'mose, osmos'is, (ds-, 6z-), n. (phys.). 
(Tendency to) percolation & intermixture 
of fluids separated by porous septa. 
Hence osm6T'ic a., osmot'iCAiLY adv. 
[irreg. f. Gk osmos push (olheo push) 
+ -0SIS] 

os'mund (oz-, 5s-), n. The flowering 
or royal fern; any fern of genus Osmunda. 
[ME, f. AF osmunde, OF osmonde, of 
unkn. orig.] 

os'prey (-a, -1), n. (pi. ~s). 1. Large bird 
preying on fish, the fishing-eagle, or sea- 
-hawk. 2. (Milliner’s name for) egret- 
-plume on hat or bonnet. [ME, app. ult. 
repr. L ossifraga sea-eagle, osprey, whence 
also F orfraie] 

oss'eous, a. Consisting of bone, ossified; 
having bony skeleton (~ <£• cartilaginous 
fishes); abounding in fossil bones, [f. L 
osseus (os ossis bone) + -ous ] 

oss'icle, n. (anat.). Small bone, small 
piece of bony or chitinous or calcareous 
substance in animal framework, [f. L 
ossiculum (prec., -cube)] 

oss'ifrage, n. = osprey. [osprey] 

oss'ify, v.i. & t. Turn (i. & t.) into bone, 
harden, make or become rigid or callous 
or unprogressive. So ossif'ic a., ossi- 
fica'tion n. [L os ossis bone, -fy ] 

oss'uary, n. Receptacle for bones of dead, 
charnel-house, bone-urn; cave in which 
ancient bones are found, [f. LL ossu- 
arium (irreg. f. os see prec., -ARY1)] 

osten'sibile, a. Professed, for show, put 
forward to conceal the real, (his ~le errand 
xcas to —). Hence ~ly2 adv. [F, f. med. 
L ostensibilis (L ostendere -ens-, -ible)] 

osten'sory, n. Receptacle for displaying 
Host to congregation, monstrance, [f. 
med. L ostensorium as prec., + -0RY(2)] 

ostentation, n. Pretentious display esp. 
of wealth or luxury, showing off, attempt 
or intention to attract notice. Hence 
■—ious (-shiis) a., ~iousiY2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF, f. L ostentationem (ostentare frequent, 
of ostendere -ent- show, -ation)] 

5st6](o)-, comb, form of Gk osteon bone in 
many med. & anat. terms, as ~rrTs; 
~ogen'esis, formation of bone; ~6g'raphy, 
scientific description of the bones; 6s'te¬ 
am a.; ~6l’ogy, anatomy dealing with 
bones, animal’s bony structure; ~oma- 
Id'cia, softening of bone by loss of earthy 
salts; r^omyelit'is, inflammation of the 
marrow of a bone; ~6p'athy, manipu¬ 
lative surgery as a profession, ds'teopath, 
practitioner of it. 

os'iler (-si-), n. Stableman at inn. [earlier 
hostler (hostel, -er1)] 

os'trac[ize, -|ise (-iz), v.t. 1. (Gk ant.; at 
Athens) banish (dangerously powerful or 
unpopular citizen) for ten or five years by 
peculiar voting-system, name of person to 
be ~ized being written on potsherd. 2. 
Exclude from society, favour or common 
privileges, send to Coventry, etc. So 
~ism(1) n. [f. Gk ostrakizo (ostrakon pot¬ 
sherd)] 

os'trei-, os'treo-, comb, forms of L 
ostrea, ostreum, & Gk ostreon, oyster, as 
os'treiculture, oyster-breeding; ostredph'a- 
gous, eating oysters. 

os'trich, n. Large swift-running African 
& Arabian bird with wing & tail feathers 
valued as ornaments, swallowing hard 
substances to assist working of gizzard, 
& reputed to bury its head in sand 
when pursued in the belief that it cannot 
be seen (has the digestion of an~; ~ policy, 
belief, etc., depending on self-delusion); 
~-farrn, breeding ~es for feathers; ~- 
-plume, feather, or bunched feathers, of 
~; tip of ~-feather. [ME, f. OF 
ostrice, -iche (mod. autruche) f. Rom. *avis 
slruthio (avis bird, LL f. Gk strouthion 
ostrich f. strouthos sparrow, ostrich) ] 

-ot1, suf. = F -ot, orig. dim., but often not 
so now; ballot, chariot, parrot. 

-ot2, -ote, suf. expressing nativity in 
ancient Gk names, as Epirot, Sc in mod. 
names from places near Greece, as 
Cypriot; also in a few Gk derivatives of 
other meanings (idiot, helot, patriot, 
zealot), [repr. F -ote, L -ota, Gk -dies] 

o'ther (udh-), a., n. orpron.,&adv. 1. Not 
the same as one or more or some already 
mentioned or implied, separate in iden¬ 
tity, distinct in kind, alternative or fur¬ 
ther or additional, the etc. only remaining, 
every second, different than or from, (for 
sing, use with an, see another ; we have ~ 
evidence; ~ people think otherwise; it must 
be decided by quite ~ considerations; have 
no ~ place to go to; ~ things being equal, if 
the conditions are or were, in everything 
but the point in question, alike, as ~ 
things being equal, I should prefer you to 
him, but he is rich & you are poor; a few 
~ examples would be useful; give me some 
~ ones; now open the, your, ~ eye; 
happens every ~ day, on alternate days, 
as often as not; any person ~ than your¬ 
self, do not wish him, them, ~ than he is, 
they are; a world far ~ from ours; on the 
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~ hand, used to introduce fact or argu¬ 
ment making against or contrasted with 
previous one; the ~ day adv., a few days 
ago; some time or ~ adv., one day etc.; 
someone or ~, a person unknown; some 
idiots or ~ have been shouting all night-, 
it was none ~ than Jones, — no ~ one 
or person; the — world, future life, — 
•world, concerned with or thinking of this 
only, whence —wor'ldLY1 (-wdt-) a., 
—wor'ldliNESs n.; often ellipt. with 
numerals, as another, the~ two, i.e. person 
or persons, thing or things, of kind not 
needing specification); —gritess a. [corrupt, 
of agates adv. (gate2, -es) in another way ], 
of very different kind (arch. & colloq.); 
~whence, from elsewhere; ~where(s), 
elsewhere (poet.); ~while(s), at ~ times. 
2. n. or pron. (orig. elliptic use of adj., & 
often indistinguishable from this in sing., 
but now distinguished in pi. by -s, cf. the 
~ six, the six ~s). ~ person, thing, speci¬ 
men, etc. (give me another, some ~s; do 
good to —s; if this soap is, these candles are, 
too soft, have you any ~, ~s ?; one or ~ of 
us will be there; let —s talk, I act; I can 
do no ~, arch., nothing else; you are the 
man of all •—-s for the work; one neutralizes 
the ~; they neutralize each ~ or one 

another; in —s of his sermons). 3. adv. 
Otherwise (~ than cursorily). [OE other, 
OS odar, andar, OHG ander, ON annarr, 
Goth, anthar, cogn. w. Skr. antaras; see 
-THEE] 

o'therness (udh-), n. (rare). Being other, 
diversity, difference; thing or existence 
that is not the thing mentioned or the 
thinking subject, [-ness] 

o'therwise (udh'erwlz), adv. In a different 
way (could not have acted ~; Judas, ~ 
called, or ~, Iscariot; occas. preceded by 
any, no, with reminiscence of its etym., 
as could do it no ~, does not influence him 
any ~ than by example); if circumstances 
are or were different, else, or (seize the 
chance, ~ you will regret it); in other 
respects (he is unruly, but not ~ blame¬ 
worthy; also qualifying the adj. sense in 
n., as his — dullness); in different state 
(how can it be ~ than fatal ?; should not 
wish it ~); & —, or ~, ungrammatical 
substitute for & or or followed by the 
negation or opposite of a noun or adj. 
or by other (the merits or ~ of the Bill, 
i.e. or demerits usu. omissible; additions 
automatic <& ~, i.e. & other); minded, 
having different, or jarring, inclinations 
or views, averse to current opinions. [OE 
on othre wisan (other, wise2)] 

ot'ic (or 6-), a. Of or relating to the ear. 
[f. Gk ous otos ear, -ic] 

-otic, suf. forming aa. corresp. to nn. in 
-osis, in sense affected urith or producing or 
resembling -osis, so neur~, hypn~, narc—; 
Quix~, ex~, er—, are not exx. [f. Gk 
-oiikos f. nn. in -dies formed on same stems 
as -osis] 

otiose (dshios', also 6-), a. At leisure, lazy, 

ouija 

unoccupied, (rare); sterile, futile, (rare); 
not required, serving no practical pur¬ 
pose, functionless. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
—nessn. [f. Lotiosus(otiumleisure, -ose1)] 

o'tium cum dfgnttSt'e (oshl-), n. Digni¬ 
fied ease. [L ] 

ot(o)-, comb, form of Gk ous otos ear, as 
ott3I/0GY, science of ear diseases, ana¬ 
tomy, etc.; oBoscope, instrument for ex¬ 
amining cavity of ear, or for auscultation 
of sounds in it. 

otta'va ri'ma (-tab-, re-), n. Stanza of 
eight lines, 11-syllabled in Italian, 10- 
-syllabled in English, with rhymes as 
abababcc (as in Byron’s Don Juan). [It. ] 

ott'er, n. Furred aquatic fish-eating mam¬ 
mal with short legs, round feet, and 
webbed toes; its fur; kinds of fishing- 
-tackle (also as name for the paravane 
when used on non-naval craft); —-dotr, 
-hound, breed used in —-hunting; —- 
-spear, used in—hunting. [OE otr, MDu., 
MLG otter, OHG ottar, ON otr f. Gmc 
*otraz, cogn. w. Skr. udras otter, & water] 

Stt'o, n. — of roses, = attar, [f. attar] 

Ott'oman1 (6-), a. & n. 1. Of the dynasty 
of Othman I, his branch of the Turks, 
or the empire ruled by his descendants, 
Turkish. 2. n. (pi. —s). — person, Turk. 
[F, f. Arab, name of Othman (pronounced 
in Turk, osman, whence osmanh)] 

ott'oman2, n. Cushioned seat like sofa or 
chair without back or arms, often a box 
with cushioned top. [f. prec. (cf. divan)] 

ou'bit (do-), n. = woobut. 

oubliette' (Do-), n. Secret dungeon with 
entrance only by trapdoor. [F oublier 
forget)] 

|| ouch, n. (arch.). Clasp or buckle often 
jewelled; setting of precious stone. 
[ME ouche f. nouche, OF nouchc, nosche, 
etc. f. WG *nuskja clasp; loss of n- as in 
adder] 

ought1 (awt), n. (vulg.). Figure denoting 
nothing, nought, [perh. f. an ought for a 
nought, cf. adder] 

ought2 (awt), v. aux. (the only form in 
use, except arch. — est or — st, is ~ serving 
as present or past finite) expressing duty, 
rightness, shortcoming, advisability, or 
strong probability; the past sense (except 
when merely due to sequence of tenses in 
reporting etc.) is indicated by a following 
perf. infin. Exx.: we — to love our neigh¬ 
bours; it ~ not to be allowed; you — to 
know better; you — to go to Pinafore; 
Eclipse — to win; it — to be done at once, 
have been done long ago; I told you it — 
to be, have been, done; I said it, & still 
think I — to have said it. [OE ahte past of 
dgan owe; the mod. uses represent the 
imperf. subj. = would owe] 

ought3, var. of aught. 

ouija (we'jah, -yah), n. (Also —board) 
board lettered with alphabet & other 
signs, used with movable pointer to ob¬ 
tain messages in spiritualistic seances, [f. 
F oui and G ja, = yes] 
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ounce1, n. (abbr. oz). Unit of weight, 
1/12 lb. in Troy weight, 1/16 lb. in avoir¬ 
dupois (also fig., as an ~ of practice etc. 
is worth a pound of theory etc.); (pharm.) 
1/20 pint, *1/16 pint. [ME, f. OF unce f. h 
uncia twelfth of pound or foot (cf. INCH1)] 

ounce2, n. (Poet, etc.) lynx or other 
vaguely identified medium-sized feline 
beast; (zool.) the mountain panther or 
snow leopard smaller than leopard but 
marked like it. [ME, f. OF once for 
earlier lonee (l mistaken for def. art.), 
= It. lonza f. Rom. *luncea f. L lynx 
LYNX] 

our (owr), a. Of or belonging to us (see 
we), that we are concerned with or speak¬ 
ing or thinking of, (is in — midst; acting 
on ~ behalf-, have done ~ share-. Our 
Father, the creator of us men; Our 
Saviour, Lady, of us Christians, Christ, 
the Virgin; give,n under Our seal, of Us 
the king or queen, emperor or empress; a 
worthless book in ~ opinion, of us the 
present spokesman of a newspaper etc.). 
[OE ure orig. genit. pi. of first pers. 
pron. = of us (thus OS user, OHG unser, 
ON var, Goth unsara)-, then inflected as 
adj. to form poss. adj. (= OS usa, OHG 
unser-, ON vdrr, Goth, unsar)] 

-our, suf. in colour etc.; see -or. 
ours (owrz), pron. & pred. a. 1. The one(s) 
belonging to us (~ is a large family; I like 
~ better; let me give you one of ~ ; look at 
this garden of ~, this our garden); || our 
regiment or corps (Jones of ~). 2. pred. 
adj. Belonging to us (became ~ by pur¬ 
chase). [our, -ES; double possessive for 
the emphatic abs. use] 

oursel|f' (out-), pron. (pi. ~res, which is 
the usu. form, the sing, being used simi¬ 
larly when We represents a sovereign, 
& alternatively with the pi. when we 
represents a newspaper writer or the 
average man). 1. (emphat.; usu. pi.). 
We or us in person, in particular, in our 
normal condition, & not others, or alone, 
(usu. in apposition with we, & either next 
after it or later, rarely substituted for it; 
usu. substituted for us, rarely after it in 
apposition; we ~ves will see to it; we will 
see to it ~t;es; ~ves are first to be thought 
of-, it u:as good for the others, ifnotfor~ves; 
let vs do it ~ves; we were not ~res for some 
time; ivhal touches us~f shall be last served; 
can we imagine a world in which ~/ does 
not exist?). 2. (refl.; usu. pi., always in 
objective case). The person(s) previously 
described as we (we shall only harm, do 
harm to, ~ues; we cannot persuade or 
~ves that the Government is in earnest; we 
shall give ~ves the pleasure of calling, [our, 
SELF ] 

-ous, suf. forming adjj. meaning * abound¬ 
ing in, characterized by ’, ult. f. L -osus 
(see -ose1). AF, OF, & early ME -os, -us, 
later ME -ous, which form has been 
retained, & has now become the estab¬ 
lished anglicizer for many L adjj., esp. in 

-eus, -ius, -er, -ax, -acis, -ox -cis, -endus 
-ulus, & -vorus (igne~, dubi~, adulter 
capaci~, ferode-, tremend—, bibulr-, 
herbivor~); for righte~, courier, gorges, 
etc., see -eous; (ehem. of acids etc.) with 
larger proportion of the element indicated 
by the stem than those in -ic (chlor~ acid). 
Nn. f. adjj. in ~ have usu. -ousness, 
sometimes -osity (curiosity), cf. -ose1. 

ousel. See ouzel. 
oust, v.t. Put out of possession, eject, 
deprive of, expel from, drive out, force 
oneself or be put into the place of. 
Hence ous'tER4 n. (legal), ejection, [f. 
AF ouster, OF oster (now tier) take away, 
f. L ob(stare stand) oppose, hinder] 

out, adv., prep., n.,a.,int.,&v.t.,(forspec. 
uses of the adv. in comb, with vbs see the 
vbs). 1. adv. Away from or not in or at 
a place, the right or normal state, the 
fashion, etc., (is ~, not at home; keep 
him ~; go — for a walk; has her Sundays 
~; arm is ~, dislocated; Tories are ~, not 
in office; her son is ~ in Canada; anchored 
some way ~; on the voyage ~ ; batsman is 
~, no longer in possession of wicket; all 
~, side’s innings over; ~, not ~, umpire’s 
decision against, for, batsman in answer 
to claim of opponents; miners are ~, not 
at v'ork, on strike; candle, fire, is ~, not 
burning; crinolines are ~, not in fashion; 
ivas ~ in my calculations, incorrect; ~ 
with, no longer on friendly terms with; 
also as in ter j., — with him etc., turn him 
~); in(to) the open, publicity, existence, 
notice, hearing, sight, clearness, etc. 
(book, rose, chicken, secret, girl, is ~, 
published, open, hatched, revealed, intro¬ 
duced to society; is the best game ~; tell 
him right ~ ; the eruption is ~ all over him; 
~ for,-— to do, colloq., engaged in seeking, 
as is ~ for kudos, to capture the market-, 
all ~, si., showing one’s utmost pace or 
effort; ~ at elbow's; ~ <£• about, able to 
leavo bed or house & appear; also ellipt. 
for come ~, as murder will ~); to or at an 
end, completely, (she had her cry ~ ; tired 
~ ; before the week, is ~ ; ~ away, by far; 
~ <6 thorough, -ly, surpassing, -ly, 
whence out-&-out'ERl n. si.); ~ of 
compd prep., from within, not within, 
from among, beyond range of, (so as to be) 
without, from, owing to, by use of (mate¬ 
rial), at specified distance from (town 
etc.), beyond, transgressing rules of, 
(come ~ of the house; happened ~ of Eng¬ 
land ; ~ of doors, in or into the open air, 
so '—of-door as adj.; must choose ~ of 
these; is ~ of sight; was swindled ~ of his 
money, is ~ of breath, his mind, work, 
brown sugar, etc.; get money ~ of him; a 
filly got by Persimmon ~ of Lutetia; asked 
~ of curiosity; what did you make it ~ 
of ? -, is seven miles ~ of Liverpool; ~ of 

wedlock, without marriage; times ~ of 
number, beyond counting; ~ of doubt, 
undoubtedly; is ~ of drawing, incorrectly 
drawn; ~ of it, not included, forlorn, at 
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a loss, wrongly informed or mistaken; ~ 
of DATE2, CHARACTER1, HAND1, One’s OWTl 
HEAD1, KEEPING, TEMPER, the WOOD, SORTS, 
the way). 2. prep. = ~ of (only now in 
from ~, as from ~ the dungeon came a 
groan). 3. n. The ~s, the party ~ of office; 
the in 1s & ~s. 4. adj. An ~ match, played 
aw'ay from home gTound; ~ size, beyond 
the ordinary; ~'size n. & a., (of) excep¬ 
tionally large size (in garments etc.). 5. 
int. (arch.). Expr. abhorrence, reproach, 
etc. (Out upon you!). 6. y.t. (si. or 
colloq.). Eject forcibly; (boxing) knock 

[OE (= OS, ON, Goth.) iit, OHG uz, 
cogn. w. Skr. ud- ] 

out-, pref. = prec. prefixed adverbially or 
adj ectivally or preposi tionally to vbs or nn. 

1. To any vb, making equivalent of 
same vb followed by out; chiefly in poet. 
Sorbet.use. So~blaze’branch’ speak’, 
•^•spread’. 

2. Vbs that are followed in other parts 
by out often form partt. & gerunds with 
prefixed out-, the meaning is often a 
specialized one. So a. & n., (per¬ 
son) cast out from home & friends, home¬ 
less & friendless (vagabond); || clearing 
n., sending out of bills & cheques to 
Clearing-house for settlement; fighting, 
boxing at arm’s length, opp. infighting-, 

lying a., situated far from a centre, 
remote; —mod'ed, a., out of fashion; 

spoken (or -ok-) a., frank, given to 
plain speaking, whence ~spok’eniY2 adv., 
~spo7c'enNESS n.; spread; standing a., 
prominent, still unsettled; stretched; 
~'ivom', worn out (poet.), (fig.) out of 
date, obsolete, exhausted. 
3. Nn. are formed f. vbs that can be 

followed by out, either with the simple vb 
form or with a derivative n.; the mean¬ 
ing, which is often specialized, may be :— 

a. the verbal action or its occurrence. 
So —’break, a breaking out of emotion 
esp. anger, hostilities, disease, volcanic 
energy, etc., ~crop, an insurrection; 
—'burst, explosion of feeling esp. ex¬ 
pressed by vehement words, volcanic 
eruption, ~crop; —'crop, emergence of 
stratum, vein, or rock, at surface (also 
b.); —'cry (also c.); —'flow; —'going (also 
b.); —'look (also c.); —'rush (also b.); 
—'sight, perception of external things 
(only as antithesis to insight)-, —Lthrust, 
outward pressure of some part in archi¬ 
tecture. 
b. that which does the action. So 

come, issue, result; -’crop (also a.); —'fit, 
complete equipment material or mental, 
(colloq.) group of persons regarded as a 
unit, gang, (v.t.; -tt-) provide (person) 
with; —'fitter, supplier of equipment; ~- 
flow (also a.); —'go, goings (also a. in 
sing.), expenditure, ~lay; growth, off¬ 
shoot, natural product; —'Her, ~lying 
part or member, (geol.) minor part of 

formation separated from main body by 
denudation; —'pour; —'rush (also a.). 

c. that which is made or done by or 
suffers the action. So —'cry (also a.), 
clamour, uproar; —'lay, what one spends, 
expenses ; —Took, what one sees on look¬ 
ing out, viewr, prospect, esp. fig. of what 
seems likely to happen, mental attitude; 
—'pouring, effusion, verbal or literary 
expression of emotion; —'put, —'-turn, 
amount produced by manufacture, min¬ 
ing, labour, etc.; —Throw, amount 
ejected. 

d. the place or time of occurrence. So 
-’fall, ~let of river etc.; —'let, means of 
exit or escape, vent, way out; —'set, start, 
commencement, (usu. at or frmn the — set). 

4. out- is prefixed w. adj. force to nn., 
meaning: — 

a. external. So —'back a. & n. (Austral.), 
(of) the more remote settlements; out¬ 
line, outside. 

b. connected but separate, subordinate 
& detached, not at the centre, some w'ay 
off. So —'building, ~house; field, 
~lying land of farm, ~lying region of 
thought etc., (crick.) part remote from 
wickets; —'house, house or building or 
shed belonging to & near or built against 
main house; ~land'ish a. [f. obs. —'land 
foreign countries], foreign looking or 
sounding, unfamiliar, bizarre, uncouth; 
—’-pa.ticnt, -pensioner, receiving aid from 
institution etc. without being lodged in it; 
—'post, detachment on guard at some 
distance from army to prevent surprise; 
II —-relief, ~door relief (5); rider, 
mounted attendant riding before, behind, 
or w'ith carriage, also commercial travel¬ 
ler ; outrigger ; runner-, running atten¬ 
dant on carriage, horse in traces outside 
shafts, dog acting as guide to sledge- 
-team; sentry, man stationed as ~- 
post; skirts, outer border, fringe, of 
city, district, etc., or subject; station, 
at distance from headquarters ; || voter, 
non-resident parliamentary elector; 
work, advanced or detached part of forti¬ 
fication, also work done outside shop or 
house; worker, one who does ~work. 

5. out- is prefixed to & governs nn. with 
the force of out of, forming adjj. or adw. 
f. w'hich vbs or nn. may be secondary 
formations. So —'board a. & adv., (naut.) 
on or towards or nearer than something 
else to ship’s outside, (of a motor-boat) 
having the engine & driving apparatus 
attached outside the boat; caste a. & 
n., (person) having lost or been expelled 
from his or not belonging to a caste; •— 
caste' v.t., expel from caste; II college a., 
not residing in or not belonging to a or the 
college; •--’'door a., done or existing or used 
~doors II (—door relief, given to person 
not resident in workhouse or institution; 
~door agitation etc., conducted outside 

For words in out- not given see out-. 
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Parliament); ~doors' adv., in the open 
air; —'law n. & v.t. [OE utlaga n. f. utlag 
a. outlawed], person deprived of the pro¬ 
tection of the law, banished or exiled 
person, (vb) proscribe, declare ~law, 
whence —'lawry, condition of or con¬ 
demnation as —law. 
6. out- with general sense of excess is 

prefixed 
a. to simple vbs capable of taking the 

same object, adding the idea of more than, 
or successfully, doing the action. So ~- 
bal'ance, weigh down; —brave', defy; 
^face’, look out of countenance; —fight'; 

hec'tor; —last' {willnot— last sUxmonths; 
also b.); —match'; —meas’sure; —riv'al; 
—scold'; —'trump', at cards. 

b. to any vb, or n. such as general used 
for the nonce as vb, enabling it to take as 
obj. a person or thing that the subj. sur¬ 
passes or defeats by doing the action 
more, better, or longer. So~-ac(', -arg'ue, 
-bell'ow; —bid', bid higher than at auction, 
promise more than, surpass in exaggera¬ 
tion or anecdote; —-blaze', -brag', -dance’, 
-dare'; -do’, surpass; —eat'; —fight', 
fight better than (also a.); ~jfly'; —gen'eral, 
defeat by superior generalship; —go', go 
faster than, (fig.) surpass; —grow', grow 
faster or get taller than (also c.); ~- 
-hec'tor, bo more formidable at hectoring 
than (also a.); —-jock'ey, overreach; 
—-iug'gle; —jump'; —lab'our; -last', last 
longer than (another; also a.); —live' (also 
c.);—manoeu'vre, -march’, -paint', -preach’, 
-reach’, -reas’on, -ride', -row' (-6); '-‘run' 
{—run the constable ; also c.); —sail'; ~- 
scold' (also a.); —shine’ lit. & fig.; —shoot'; 
—sing'; -sit', stay longer than (other 
guests); —spar'kle, -spend', -stare’; —stay' 
(also c.); -stink’, -surim', -talk’, -think’, 
-thun'der, -toil', -trade’, -trav'el; —vie', 
surpass in competition; —vote', -walk'; 
-watch', keep awake longer than (also c.); 
—weep'; —iveigh', exceed in weight, value, 
importance, or influence; —work'; -yell’. 

c. to vb, enabling it to take as obj. 
something in the nature of a limit or 
amount that is exceeded. So —grow’, 
get too big for (clothes), get rid of (child¬ 
ish habit or ailment or taste) with 
advancing age, (also b.); —live', live be¬ 
yond (a century, the ordinary span, etc.), 
come safely through (accident etc.), get 
over effect of (disrepute etc.), (also b.); 
-ride', (of ship) keep afloat through 
(storm; also b.); —run', pass the limit 
of (his imagination —runs the facts-, also 
b. ); —stay' (never —stay your welcome; also 
b.); —step', pass limit of (—steps the truth); 
—watch', keep awake beyond the end of 
(the night etc.; also b.); -wear’, pass 
away (time) by endurance. 

d. to n. or rarely adj., forming vb ex¬ 
pressing that subj. surpasses obj. in this 
respect, —class', belong to higher class 

outline 

than; —-dis’tance, get far ahead of; 
—flank', have flank overlapping that of 
(enemy); -num’ber; -pace’, go faster 
than; —-range', (of gun or its user) have 
longer range than; *—smart’ v.t. (colloq.), 
be too clever for, '—wit; —speed'; —val’ue; 
—voice', speak louder or more effectively 
or persuasively than; —wit', prove too 
clever for, overreach, take in. 

e. to name of person noted for some 
quality, forming vb (w. the name usu. 
repeated as obj.) indicating that subj. 
surpasses even him in it. So —he'rod 
Herod, —-zol'a Zola, be more blustering, 
realistic, than Herod or Zola. 

out'back, a. & n., see out- 4 a; outbal'ance 
v.t., out- 6 a; outbid' v.t. (-dd-), out- 
6 b; out'board a. & adv., out- 5; out¬ 
brave' v.t., out- 6 a; out'break n., out- 
3 a; out'building n., out- 4 b; out'burst 
n., out- 3 a; out'east a. & n., out- 2; 
out'easte a. & n., outcaste' v.t., out- 5; 
outclass' v.t., out- 6 d; II out'clearing 
n., out- 2; || out'college a., out- 5; 
out'eome n., out- 3 b ; out'erop n., out- 
3 a b; out'ery n., out- 3 a c; out¬ 
distance v.t., out- 6 d; outdo' v.t., 
out- 6 b; out'door a., outdoors' adv., 
OUT- 5. 

out'er, a. & n. 1. Farther from centre or 
inside, relatively far out, external, of the 
outside; objective, physical, not subject- 
tive or psychical; ~ space, immense ex¬ 
panse beyond the earth; the — man, per¬ 
sonal appearance, dress; the — world, 
people outside one’s own circle; hence 
—most a. 2. n. Circle of rifle-target 
farthest from the bull’s-eye, hit on this. 
[14th-c. formation substituted for & 
differentiated f. utter as compar. of out] 

outface', v.t., see out- 6 a; out'fall n., 
out- 3 d; out'fieid n., out- 4 b; out^ 
fighting, out- 2; out'ftt, out'fitter, nn., 
out- 3 b; outflank' v.t., out- 6 d; outi 
flow n., out- 3 a; outgen'eral v.t., out- 
6 h; outgo n., out- 3 b, vb, out- 6 b; 
out'going(s) n., out- 3 a b; outgrow' 
v.t,, out- 6 b c; out'growth n., out- 3 b; 
out-he'rod v.t., out- 6 e; out'house n., 
out- 4 b. 

out'ing, n. Pleasure-trip, holiday away 
from home. [f. obs. out vb put or go out, 
-ing 1 ] 

out-jock'ey, v.t., see out- 6 b; outlandi 
ish a., out- 4 b ; outlast' v.t., out- 6 a b; 
out'law n. & v.t., out'lawry n., out- 5; 
out'lay n., out- 3 c; out'let n., out- 3 d; 
out'lier n., out- 3 b. 

out'line, n., & v.t. 1. (Sing, or pi.) lines 
enclosing tho apparently plane figure 
presented by any object to sight, con¬ 
tour, external boundary; sketch contain¬ 
ing only contour lines & no shading (in 
—, so sketched); rough draught, verbal 
description of essential parts only, sum¬ 
mary, (pi.) main features, general prin- 

862 

For words in out- not given see out-. 
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ciples. 2. v.t. Draw or describe in ~; 
mark ~ of in decorating etc. [out- 4 a] 

outlive', v.t., see out- 6 b o; out'look n., 
out- 3 c; out'lying a., out- 2; out- 
manoeu'vre v.t., out- 6 b; outmarch' 
v.t., out- 6 b; outmatch' v.t., out- 6 a; 
outmod'ed a., out- 2. 

out'most, a. = ouTERmosf. 

out'ness, n. Externality, objectivity. 
[-NESS] 

outnum'ber, v.t., see out- 6 d; outpace' 
v.t., out- 6 d; out'patient n., out- 4 b; 
out'post n., out- 4 b; out'pouring n., 
out- 3 c; out'put n., out- 3 c. 

out'rage, n. (-ij), & v.t. (-aj). 1. Forcible 
violation of others’ rights, sentiments, 
etc. (never 'safe from ~); deed of violence, 
gross or wanton offence or indignity (an 
~ upon decency, justice, etc.). 2. v.t. Do 
violence to, subject to ~, injure, insult, 
violate, ravish; infringe (law, morality, 
etc.) flagrantly. [ME, f. OF ultrage out¬ 
rage, f. outrer exceed (L ultra beyond, 
-AGE)] 

outra'geous (-jus), a. Immoderate, extra¬ 
vagant, extraordinary; violent, furious; 
grossly cruel, immoral, offensive, or abu¬ 
sive. Hence~LY2adv.,~NESSn. [ME, f. 
OF outrageus (prec., -ous)] 

outrange', v.t. See out- 6 d. 
outre (dot'ra), a. Outside the bounds of 
propriety, eccentric, outraging decorum. 
[F] 

II out-relief, n., see out- 4 b; outride' v.t., 
out- 6 b c; out'rider n., out- 4 b. 

out'rigged (-gd), a. (Of boat etc.) having 
outriggers, [f. out-, rig, -ed 1, after foil. ] 

out'rigger (-g-), n. Beam, spar, frame¬ 
work, rigged out & projecting from or 
over ship’s side for various purposes; 
similar projecting beam etc. in building; 
extension of splinter-bar enabling extra 
horse to be harnessed outside shafts, such 
horse; iron bracket bearing rowlock at¬ 
tached horizontally to boat’s side to 
increase leverage of oar, boat with these. 
[out-, rig, -er1; perh. partly after obs. 
(naut.) outligger) 

outright' (-rit), adv. & a. 1. Altogether, 
entirely, once for all, not by degrees or 
instalments or half & half, (kill, buy, ~); 
without reservation, openly. 2. adj. 
Downright, direct, thorough, whence ~- 
ness (-rit-) n. [out, right] 

outriv'al, v.t. (-11-), see out- C a; outrun' 
v.t., out- 6 b c; out'runner n., out- 4 b; 
out'set n., out- 3 d; outshine' v.t. out- 
6 b. 

outside', n., adj., adv., & prep. 1. Ex¬ 
ternal surface, outer parts, (knows only 
the ~s of books-, ride on the ~ of an 
omnibus); external appearance, outward 
aspect; all that is without, the world as 
distinguished from the thinking subject, 
(impressions from the~); position without 
(open the door from ~); highest computa¬ 
tion (there were a hundred, it is a mile, at 
the ~); (pi.) outer sheets of ream of paper; 

outwards 

il ~ passenger on coach etc.; ~ in, = in¬ 

side out. 2. adj. Of, on, nearer, the ~, 

outer, (~ edge in skating, progression on 
outer edge of one skate; ~ seat, nearer the 
end; ~ work, done off the premises; || ~ 
porter, conveying luggage from station); 
(of a chance) remote, very unlikely; not 
belonging to some circle or institution (~ 
opinion, esp. of people not in Parliament; 
~ broker, not member of Stock Ex¬ 
change); greatest existent or possible or 
probable (quote the ~ prices). 3. adv. On 
or to the ~, the open air, open sea, etc., 
not within or enclosed or included, (come 
~, out from room or house, esp. as 
challenge to fight; is black ~ <£• in; 
~ of, = ~ prep.; get~ of, si., eat or drink; 
~ of his own family no one will speak to 
him). 4. prep. External to, not included 
in, beyond the limits of, not in, to the 
~ of, at or to the exterior of, (natural 
forces are ~ morality, cannot go ~ the 
evidence), [out- 4 a, side1] 

outsid'er, n. Non-member of some circle, 
party, profession, etc., uninitiated person, 
layman; person without special know¬ 
ledge, breeding, etc., or not fit to mix with 
good society (freq. rank ~); competitor 
not known to have a chance in race or 
competition, [-er1] 

out'sight, n., see out- 3 a; outsit' v.t., 
out- 6 b; out'skirts n. pi., out- 4 b; 
outsmart' v.t., out- 6d. 

out'span, v.i. & t. (-nn-), & n. (S. Afr.). 
1. Unyoke, unharness. 2. n. Act, time, or 
place of ~ning. [f. Du. uitspannen (OUT, 
span2) ; cf. INSPAN] 

out'spoken, a., see out- 2; out'spread a., 
out- 2; outstanding a., out- 2; outstay' 
v.t., out- 6 b c; outstep' v.t., out- 6 c; 
out'stretched a., out- 2. 

outstrip', v.t. (-pp-). Pass in running etc.; 
surpass in competition or relative pro¬ 
gress or ability, [out- 0 b, obs. strip run 
fast] 

out-thrust, n., see out- 3 a; out-turn n., 
out- 3 c; outval'ue v.t., out- 6 d; 
outvie' v.t., out- 6b; outvoice' v.t., out- 
6 d; outvote' v.t., out- 6 b; out'voter n., 
out- 4 b. 

out'ward, a., adv., & n. 1. Outer (arch.); 
directed towards the outside; bodily, ex¬ 
ternal, material, visible, apparent, super¬ 
ficial, (the ~ eye, ~ opp. mind’s eye-, ~ 
form, appearance; ~ man in theol., body, 
opp. soul, also joc. = clothing etc.; to ~ 
seeming, apparently; ~ things, the world 
around us); hence ~iy2 adv. 2. adv. 
= outwards (~-bound, of ship or passen¬ 
ger, going away from home). 3. n. ~ 
appearance; (pi.) ~ things, externals. 
[OE iilweard (out, -ward)] 

out'wardness, n. External existence, ob¬ 
jectivity; interest or belief in outward 
things, objective-mindednoss. [-ness] 

out'wards (-z), adv. In an outward 
direction, towards what is outside. 
[-WARDS] 



outwatch 864 over- 

outwatch', v.t., see out- 6 b c; outwear' 
v.t., out- 6 c; outweigh' v.t., out- 6 b; 
outwit' v.t. (-tt-), out- 6 d. 

il out'with (-dh), prep. (Sc.). Outside of. 
[f. out adv. + with ] 

out'work, n., see out- 4 b; outwork' v.t., 
out- 6 b; out'worker n., out- 4 b; out¬ 
worn' a., out- 2. 

ouzel, -sel, (ob'zl), n. Kinds of small bird 
(ring, water, brook, —). [012 osle, = OUG 
amsala; orig. unkn.] 

ova. See ovum. 
ov'al, a. & n. 1. Egg-shaped or ellipsoidal; 
having the outline of an egg or elliptical; 
hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 2. n. Closed 
curve with one axis considerably longer 
than the other, like ellipse or outline of 
egg; thing with ~ outline; || the O—, the 
Surrey County cricket ground, Kenning- 
ton O— in S. London. [ME, f. med. L 
ovalis (OVUM, -AL) 1 

ov'ary, n. Either of two reproductive 
organs in which ova are produced in 
female animals, whence ovarloT'OMY, 

ovariT'is, nn.; lower part of pistil, con¬ 
sisting of one or more carpels, seed-vessel, 
gerraen. Hence ovar'iAN a., ovario- 

comb. form. [f. mod. L ovarium, (ovum, 
-ary1)] 

ov'ate, a. (nat. hist.). Egg-shaped as solid 
or in outline, oval. Hence ovat'o- comb, 
form. [f. L ovoJus (ovum, -ate2)] 

ova'tion, n. (Rom. ant.) lesser triumph; 
enthusiastic reception, spontaneous ap¬ 
plause. [f. L ovatio (ovare exult, -ation) ] 

o'ven (u-), n. Brick or stone or iron re¬ 
ceptacle for baking bread or other food 
in (Dutch —, metal box of which open side 
is turned towards ordinary fire); small 
furnace or kiln used in chemistry, metal¬ 
lurgy, etc.; r—bird, kinds making domed 
or—-shaped nests. [OE ofen, OHG ovan, 
ON ofti, Goth, auhns] 

ov'er, adv., n., a., & prep., o’er (or), adv. 
& prep. (poet.). 1. Outward & downward 
from brink or from erect position (lean, 
fall, jump, knock, etc., ~). 2. So as to 
cover or touch whole surface (brush, 
■paint, it —). 3. With motion above some¬ 
thing, so as to pass across something, 
(climb, look, boil, —). 4. So as to produce 
fold or reverse position, upside down, 
(bend it —; turn turn other side of leaf 
up; turn him — on his face-, roll — & —, 
so that same point comes uppermost 
repeatedly); (crick., as umpire’s direc¬ 
tion) change ends for bowling etc. 5. 
Across a street or other space or distance 
(take this — to the post-office-, asked him 
—, to come as visitor from some place not 
far off; is — in, am going — to, America; ~ 
against, in opposite situation to, in con¬ 
trast with). 6. With transference or 
change from one hand, party, etc., to 
another (malcontents went — to the enemy; 
handed — the seals; made — the balance to a 
charity, give '—). 7. Too, in excess, in ad¬ 
dition, besides, more, apart, (~ anxious 

etc. more than is right, see over- ; not — 
well etc., rather badly etc.; shall have 
something ~ ; 20 lb. <£■ —; that can stand —, 
not be dealt with now; — & above, more¬ 
over, into the bargain). 8. From begin¬ 
ning to end, with repetition, with detailed 
consideration, (read, count, —; did it six 
times —, ~ & —, ~ again, — & — again-, 
talk, think, the matter —). 9. At an end, 
done with, settled, (the struggle is 
10. All in characteristic attitude, 
behaviour, etc. (that is Jones all that 
is what one would expect of Jones). 11. 
n. (crick.). Number of balls (orig. 4 or 5, 
later 6 or 8) allowed between two calls of 
~ (sense 4); the play that results; maiden 
~. 12. adj. Upper, outer, superior, 
excessive, (usu. written as one word with 
n., see over-). 13. prep. Above, on, at all 
or various points upon, to & fro upon, 
all through, round about, concerning, 
engaged with, (a — b, i.e. ajb, = c; an 
umbrella — his head-, projects — the street-, 
doubt hangs — the question; ~ our heads, be¬ 
yond our comprehension, also without 
consulting us; hand1 ~ hand-, writing — 
the signature X.; ~ head & ears, complete¬ 
ly immersed lit. & fig.; ~ shoes — boots, no 
half measures; with his hat — his eyes; 
draw a veil — it-, a change came — him; 
blush sjiread — his face; rice is grown all — 
India; you may travel — Europe or Europe 
—; all the world —, in all countries etc.; 
went — his notes; sitting — the fire, a cheer¬ 
ful glass, etc.; pause ~ the details; laugh 
~ the absurdity of it; go to sleep ~ one’s 
work); all ~ (si.), infatuated with (a 
person); ~ all, from end to end (in attrib. 
use '—-all; an —-all length of 200 ft); see 
also overall. 14. With or so as to get or 
give superiority to, beyond, more than, 
(is king, reigns, has jurisdiction, — twenty 
millions; was victor, won the victory, was 
victorious, —; set him — the rest; has no 
command — herself; give me the preference 
— him; cost — £50;— <& above, besides, not 
to mention). 15. Out & down from, 
down from edge of, so as to clear, across, 
on or to the other side of, throughout, 
through duration of, till end of, (fell — the 
edge, precipice; stumble-, be tripped up 
by; jumped — the brook; — the bags or top, 
of troops emerging from trench to attack; 
looking — the hedge; spoke — her shoulder; 
coursing — the plain; a pass — the com¬ 
pany’s line; the house — the way, opposite; 
the King — the water, Jacobite phr. for 
exiled king; if we can tide — the next 
month; payments spread — a series of 
years; will not live — today; can you stay 
— Wednesday ?). Hence ~LYa adv. 
(chiefly U.S. & Sc.), excessively, too. 
[OE ofer, OS obar, OHG ubar, ON yfir, 
Goth, ufar, cogn. w. Gk huper, Skr. 
upari f. up- (whence Gmc *uf- in above) 
with compar. term. ] 

ov'er-, pref. = prec. Unless otherwise 
shown stress is on first part of compound. 
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1. Used as adj. in agreement with second 

part of compound, = upper, outer, of 
higher kind, upside down, extra, to or in 
higher position. So ~arm a. & adv., = ~- 
hand; ~coat, worn outside another; 
~dress, outer part of gown made to 
resemble one dress worn over & showing 
parts of another of different colour etc.; 
~fault (geol.), reverse fault vdth inclina¬ 
tion towards upthrow side; ~/oW (geol.), 
fold of strata so complete that middle 
part is upside down; ~hand a. & adv., 
with hand above object held, with hand 
above shoulder (~hand boivling; bowls ~- 
hand), out of water (~hand stroke in swim¬ 
ming), etc.; ~ZorcZ, supreme lord, suzerain, 
whence ship n.; •^man, mining 
~seer, an underground foreman, (philos., 
also superman) the ideal man, beyond 
good & evil, or superior to moral restric¬ 
tions, of Nietzsche’s philosophy; ~plus, 
surplus, superabundance; II ~shoe, of rub¬ 
ber or felt worn outside another; ~- 
sleeve, for pulling on over sleeve to protect 
it; ~soul, God as animating the universe 
& including all human souls; ~thrust 
(geol.), thrust of strata on one side over 
those of other side of fault; ~time, during 
which workman v'orks beyond regular 
hours; ~tone n. (mus.), upper parti at, s; 
~weight, preponderance, excessive weight. 

2. As prep, governing second component 
& making with it n., a., or adv. So ~aZZ 
n., woman’s loose work-garment, (pi.) 
outer trousers or leggings or combination 
suit for dirty work, || (mil., pi.) officer’s 
full-dress tight trousers; ~board adv., 
from within ship into water (usu. fall, 
throw, ~board; throw aboard, fig., aban¬ 
don, discard); ~door n., ornamental 
woodwork above door; ~front n., armflap 
of Inverness cape etc.; ~ground a., raised 
above ground, not underground; ~head' 
adv., on high, in the sky, in the storey 
above; ~head a., placed ~head (esp. — 
head wires; ~head charges etc., commerc., 
those due to office expenses, management, 
interest on capital, & other general needs 
of a business); chouse a., (of wires) sup¬ 
ported on housetops instead of poles; 
~/cnee a., reaching above knee; ~land' 
adv., by land & not sea; ~land&., entirely 
or partly by land (esp. of route by 
Mediterranean to India, or from Atlantic 
to Pacific across continent); ~Zea/' adv., 
on other side of leaf (of book); ~mantel n., 
ornamental shelves etc. over mantelpiece; 
~night' adv., on the preceding evening 
with a view to, or as regarded from, the 
next day; ~night a., done etc. ~night; 
~proof a,, containing more alcohol than 
proof spirit; ~sea(s)' adv., ~sea(s) a., 
across or beyond sea; reside' adv., ~side 
a., (of loading & unloading ship) over the 
side into or out of lighters; ~Ziwe' adv., 
beyond regular hours of work; ~weight 
a., beyond weight allowed (esp. ~weight 
luggage). 

3. As prep, prefixed to vbs, but itself 
governing case independently, often with 
specialized sense; also in abs. uses of, or 
in derivatives from, such vbs. So ~brim’ 
v.t. & i. (wafer ~brimmed the cup-, also 
said of the vessel); ~come’ v.t. & i., pre¬ 
vail over, master, get the better of, be 
victorious, (p.p.) exhausted, made help¬ 
less, deprived of self-possession, (with or by 
emotion etc.; ~come with liquor, drunk); 
~crow' v.t., exult or triumph over (rival), 
outswagger; ~flow n., what ~flows or is 
superfluous (~flow meeting, of those wtio 
have not found room at a demonstration 
etc. & meet elsewhere); ~flow' v.t. & i., 
flow over (brim etc.), flood (surface), (fig., 
of crowd etc.) extend beyond limits of 
(room etc.), (of receptacle etc.) be so full 
that contents~fiow, (of kindness, harvest, 
etc.) be very abundant, whence ~flow- 
inq1-2 a. & n. (esp. full to ~flowing), 
~flow'ingLY2 adv.; ~grow' v.t. (of creep¬ 
ing plants); ~growth n., plants that have 
grown over anything, (flg.) accretion; 
zhang’ v.t. & i. (-hung), jut out over, jut 
out, (flg.) impend over, impend; so ~hang 
n., fact or amount of ^hanging; ~lap' 
v.t., partly cover, cover & extend beyond, 
(reciprocally of pi. subj.) partly coineido 
(the great difficulty in classification is the 
~lapping of species); ~lap n., fact or 
process of ~lapping, flapping part; 
~Zeap' v.t., leap over, surmount, omit, 
ignore; ~lie’ v.t., lie on top of, smother 
(child) thus; ~look' v.t., have prospect of 
or over from above, be higher than, fail 
to observe, take no notice of, condone, 
superintend, ~see, bewitch with the evil 
eye; ~pass' v.t. & i., pass over, across, 
beyond, etc., get to the end of, surmount, 
surpass; ~ride’ v.t., ride over (enemy’s 
country) with armed force, trample (per¬ 
son) under one’s horse’s hoofs, (fig.) 
trample under foot, set aside, refuse to 
comply with, have or claim superior 
authority to (~riding clause, authority), 
(surg., of fractured bone) ~lap; ~run, 
v.t., flood, harry & spoil (enemy’s coun¬ 
try), (of vermin, weeds, etc.) swarm or 
spread over, exceed (limit); ~sail'ing, (of 
masonry course etc.) projecting beyond 
the one below; ~see' v.t. look at from 
above (rare), superintend or look after 
(workmen, execution of work, etc.), 
whence ~seer (-ser) n. (I|~seer of the 
poor, hist., parish officer charged with 
poor-relief & other duties); ~shoot' v.t., 
send missile, go, beyond (mark etc. lit. & 
fig.; ~shoot the mark, also ~shoot oneself, 
go too far, exaggerate, ~do something; 
~shot wheel, turned by water flowing 
above it); ~sight n., supervision, omission 
to notice, mistake of inadvertence; ■-— 
spread' v.t., become diffused over, cover 
or occupy surface of; ~sZep' v.t., pass 
beyond (boundary lit. or fig.). 
4. As adverb in local senses (above, by 

way of cover, down from above or from 
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erectness, vast, beyond, in addition) 
modifying vb or derived n. without itself 
governing object. So ~arch' v.t. & i.; 
~bal'ance v.i. & t., lose balance & fall, 
cause to do this; ~bea.r' v.t., bear down 
or upset by weight or force, put down or 
repress by power or authority, surpass in 
importance etc., outweigh; ~bear'ing a., 
domineering, masterful, whence ~hear- 
inglY2 adv., ^bear'ingSESS n.; ~blown' 
p.p., (of storm etc.) passed; ~can'opy 
v.t.; ~cloud' v.t.; ~ crust' v.t.; ~/aZZ n., 
turbulent stretch of sea etc. caused by 
set of tide or current over submarine 
ledge or meeting of currents, ~flow open¬ 
ing to keep water of lock or canal up or 
down to required level; ~/£Zm' v.t.; 
~gild' v.t.; ~haul' v.t., pull to pieces for 
purposes of examining, examine condi¬ 
tion of, (esp. naut.) catch up, come up 
with; ~havl n., thorough examination, 
esp. with a view to repairs; ~hear’ v.t., 
hear as an eavesdropper or as an unper¬ 
ceived or unintentional listener; ~lay' 
v.t., cover surface of with coating etc., (in¬ 
correctly) ~lie; ~ lory n., thing laid over 
something, coverlet, small tablecloth, 
etc.; ~passed', -past', a., gone by, past; 
~seiy v.t., sew (two edges) with every 
stitch passing in same direction through 
both, the inter-stitch parts of thread lying 
across & outside united edge; ~shad'ow 
v.t., shelter from sun, protect from attack 
(rare), cast into the shade, diminish con¬ 
spicuousness of by outshining; ~s?nZZ 
n., what is spilt, surplus population etc.; 
~spread' v.t., cover with (chiefly pass.; 
heaven was ~spread with clouds); ~strung 
a., (of piano) with strings in sets crossing 
each other obliquely; ~take' v.t., come 
up with, catch up, catch up and pass, 
(person etc. who has start, or arrears of 
work), (of storm, misfortune, etc.) come 
suddenly upon (~taken in drink, drunk); 
~throw’ v.t., upset, knock down, cast out 
from power, vanquish, subvert, put an 
end to (institution etc.); ~throw n., 
defeat, subversion, (crick.) fielder’s 
return not stopped near wicket & so 
allowing further run(s); ~Z«™/ v.t. & i., 
upset, (cause to) fall down or over, -— 
throw, subvert, abolish; ~turn n., up¬ 
setting, revolution; ~whelm' v.t., bury 
beneath superincumbent mass, submerge 
utterly, crush, bring to sudden ruin, over¬ 
power with emotion etc., deluge with in¬ 
quiries etc.; ~whel'ming a-., irresistible by 
numbers, amount, etc., whence ~whel'm- 
ingLY2 adv. 

5. As adv. with trans. vb, adding- sense 
of effectually, completely, into submission. 
So ~awe' v.t.; ~cloy' v.t.; ~joyed' p.p., 
transported with joy (at); ~mas'ter v.t.; 
~persuade' v.t., persuade in spite of 
reluctance or better judgement. 

6. As adv. or adj. prefixed to vb, adj., 
adv., or n., adding notion of excess over 
the desirable, the truth, or a definite 

limit. So ~-abound' v.i.; ~-abun’dant a.; 
~-abun’dantly adv.; ~-abun’dance n.; 
~aeZ' v.t. & i., act (part, emotion, etc.), 
act part, with exaggeration; ~-ac'tive a.; 
~-activ'ity n.; ~-anx'ious a-.; ~-anx'iously 
adv.; ~-anxi'ety n.; ~bid' v.t. (bridge), 
make a higher bid than (one’s partner), 
bid more on (one’s hand) than it is worth, 
so ~6wZ n.; ~blow' v.t. (mus.), blow (pipe 
etc.) with such force as to produce 
harmonic instead of fundamental note; 
~bloum' a., (of flowers) too fully open, 
past prime, also fig. of female beauty; 
~bold' a.; ~burd’cn v.t., & n.; ~burd'en- 
some a.; ~bu'sy a., too much occupied, 
officious; ~buy' v.i., buy more than 
enough to meet demand; ~e«ZZ' v.t. 
(bridge), = ~bid; ~call n.; ~-capitalize 
v.t., fix or estimate capital of (company 
etc.) too high; ~-care' n.; care'ful a.; 
~-cau'tionn. ;~-cau'tious&. ;~-cau’tiously 
adv.; ~charge' v.t., put too much explo¬ 
sive or electricity or the like into, put 
exaggerated details or too much detail 
into (description, picture, etc.), charge too 
high a price for (thing) or to (person), 
charge (specified sum) beyond right 
price; ~charge n., excessive charge (of 
explosive, or in money, see prec.); ~- 
-col'our-v.t., exaggerate (details of descrip¬ 
tion etc.); '—con'fident a.; ~-con'fidently 
adv.; ~-con'fidenee n.; ~-cred'ulous a.; 
-—credul’ity n.; ~crop' v.t., exhaust 
(land) by continuous cropping; ~crowd' 
v.t.; ~-cunn'ing n., cunning that ~- 
reaches itself; ~-cur'iov.s a., too inquisi¬ 
tive, too careful or precise or fastidious; 
~-cur'iously adv.; ~-curios'ily n.; ~- 
-del'icacy n.; ~-del'icate a.; ~-deveVop v.t. 
(photog.); ~tZo' v.t., carry to excess, go 
too far in, cook too much (esp. in p.p.), 
overtax strength of; ~cZose' v.t.; ~dose 
n.; ~draft n., ^drawing of bank account, 
amount by which draft exceeds balance; 
~draw' v.t. & i., draw cheque in excess 
of (one’s account) or in excess of one’s 
account, exaggerate in describing; 
~dress' v.t. & i.; ~drive’ v.t., drive (horse 
etc.), work (person), to exhaustion; ~- 
-eag’er a.; -—eag'erly adv.; ~-eag'erness 
n.; ~-earn'est a.; ~-es'timate v.t., put 
value or amount of too high; ~-es'timate 
(-at) n.; ~-excite' v.t.; ~-exer'tion n.; 
~-expose' v.t., ~-expo’sure n., (photog.); 

fatigue' v.t., & n.; ~fish’ v.t., fish 
(stream etc.) to depletion; ~/o?uZ' a.; 
~-fulfil’ment n., completion of a Soviet 
five-year plan before the appointed time; 
~-go’vcrn v.t., subject to needless re¬ 
strictions & regulations; —go'vernment 
n.; ~growth' n., growth too great for 
health etc.; ~-hasle' n.; ~-has'ty a.; 
'—has'tily adv.; ~-heat' v.t.; ~housed’ 
(-zd) a., living in too large a house; — 
•indulge’ v.t. & i.; —indulgence n.; 
~-iss'ue v.t., issue (notes, shares, etc.) 
beyond authorized amount or ability to 
pay; ~-is$'ue n., things or amount so 
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issued; —-lab'our v.t., elaborate to ex¬ 
cess ; —lad'en a.: —large' a.; —load' v.t.; 
—load n.; —long' a.; —-ma’ny a.; ~- 
mast'ed a., with too tall or heavy mast3; 
--mea’sure n., amount beyond the due or 
sufficient; «•—mod'est a.; —much' a., n., & 
adv. (be not righteous —much); — -nice’ a., 
too fastidious; — -nice'ness, —-ni'cety, nn.; 
—pay' v.t., recompense (person, service) 
too highly; —peo'pled a., ~stocked with 
people; —pitch’ v.t., bowl (cricket ball) so 
that it pitches too near wicket; —-pop’u- 
laied, a., too thickly populated; —popu¬ 
lation n., ~-populated condition; —pot' 
v.t., plant in too large a pot; —praise' 
v.t., & n.; —pre'ssure n., pressing or 
being pressed too hard, esp. —work; 
sprint' v.t. (photog.), also, print addi¬ 
tional matter on (an already printed 
surface, esp. of postage stamps); ~- 
-produee' v.i. &t., produce too much of 
(commodity, or usu. abs.) for the demand; 
~-production n.; —-pun'ish v.t.; -rate’ 
v.t., have too high an opinion of, assess 
too high for rating purposes; —-read' v.i., 
do too much reading; ~-refine' v.i., make 
too subtle distinctions; —ride' v.t., ex¬ 
haust (horse) by riding; —ripe a.; — 
-scrup’ulous a.; —sell' v.t. & i., sell more of 
(commodity, stock, or abs.) than one can 
deliver; —-sen'sitive a.; —-sen'sitiveness 
n.; —soli'citous a.; —soli'citude n.; 
restate’ v.t., state too strongly, exag¬ 
gerate; ~ -state' merit n.; —slock' v.t.; 
—stock n.; ~strain' v.t., damage by 
exertion, make too much of (scruples etc.; 
esp. in p.p.); ~strain n., ~straining or 
being ~strained ; ~strung' a., (of person, 
his nerves, etc.) intensely strained or 
wound up; —stud'y v.i., & n.; —su'bile a.; 
'-'-supply' n.; —-swoll'en a.; ~task' v.t., 
give or be too heavy a task to or for; 
—tax' v.t., make excessive demand on 
(person’s strength etc.), burden with 
excessive taxes; —tire’ v.t.; —toil' n.; 
—tone' v.t. (photog.); —train' v.t. & i., 
subject to or undergo too much athletic 
training, with injury to condition; —-use' 
v.t.; —-use n.; —val'ue v.t.; —ween'ing 
a., arrogant, presumptuous, conceited, 
self-confident; —weight’ed a., unduly 
loaded with; —wind' v.t., wind (watch 
etc.) beyond proper stopping-point; — 
work’ v.t. & i., (cause to) work too hard, 
weary or exhaust with work; —icork' n., 
excessive work; —wrought' a., -—excited, 
suffering reaction from excitement, too 
elaborate; --zeal’ n.; —-zea'lous a.; ~- 
-zea'lovsly adv. 
7. Prefixed to vb & enabling it to take 

self as obj., or be used in p.p., with sense 
damage oneself by doing action to excess’, 
many of these compounds can also be 
used abs. in same sense. So —drink', 
—eat', -feed’ (also trans.), —grow’ (in p.p., 
that has ~grown himself etc.); -jump’ 
oneself, strain sinew etc. in jumping: 
-preach'; -reach’ oneself, strain oneself 
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by reaching too far, defeat one’s object 
by going too far, (of horse) injure fore¬ 
foot by striking it with hind-hoof; 
—run'; -sleep’ oneself, miss intended 
hour of rising by sleeping too long, also 
v.i.; —smoke'; —spend' (oneself or abs.), 
spend money beyond one’s means; 
—toiled' p.p.; —vjalk'; —watched' p.p., 
exhausted by keeping awake; -write' 
oneself, damage one’s work by writing 
too much. 

8. Prefixed to vb or deriv., or adj., with 
added sense of more than. So —bal'ance 
v.t., outweigh lit. & fig.; —balance n., 
(amount of) excess; -due’ a.; —fiU' v.t.; 
—full' a.; —match' v.t., be too strong etc. 
for, defeat; —match n.; —poise' v.t., out¬ 
weigh; -subscribe’ v.t., subscribe more 
than amount of (loan etc.; usu. in p.p.). 

9. As prefix making trans. vb out of intr. 
vb, or vb not taking same obj., or n, usu. 
with sense of exceeding. So —build', 
build too closely on (land); —cast', cover 
(sky etc.) with clouds or darkness (usu. 
p.p.), stitch over (edge) to prevent 
unravelling, esp. with blanket or button- 
-hole stitch; —live’, live beyond (other 
person, specified age, etc.); —pow'er, 
reduce to submission, subdue, master, 
make (thing) ineffective or imperceptible 
by greater intensity, (of heat, emotion, 
etc.) be too intense for, ~whelm; — 
pow'ering, a., irresistible; —pow'eringly 
adv.; —reach', circumvent, outwit, get 
the better of by cunning or artifice; ~- 
-rent', charge too high a rent for (land 
etc.) or to (farmer etc.); -rule’, set aside 
(decision, argument, proposed course) by 
superior authority, annul decision or 
reject proposal of (person): —stay', stay 
beyond (one’s welcome etc.); —top', be 
or become higher than; -trump’, play 
higher trump than. 

overact, v.t. & i., see over- 6; overall n., 
over- 2; overarch v.t. & i., over- 4; 
overarm a. & adv., over- 1; overawe 
v.t., over- 5; overbalance v.i. & t., & n., 
over- 4, 8; overbear v.t., overbearing 
a., over- 4; overbid v.t., & n., overblow 
v.t., over- 6; overblown a., over- 4, 6; 
overboard adv., over- 2; overbrim v.t. 
& i., over- 3; overbuild v.t., over- 9; 
overburden v.t., overbusy a., overbuy 
v.i., overcall v.t., & n., over- 6; over¬ 
canopy v.t., over- 4; over-capitalize 
v.t., overcare n., over- 6; overcast v.t., 
over- 9; over-caution n., overcharge 
v.t., & n., over- G; overcloud v.t., over- 
4; overcloy v.t., over- 5; overcoat n., 
over- 1; over-colour v.t., over- 6; over¬ 
come v.t., over- 3: over-confidence n., 
over-credulity n., overcrop v.t., over- 
6; overcrow v.t., over- 3; overcrowd 
v.t., over- 6; overcrust v.t., over- 4; 
overcunning n., over-curious a., 
over-delicacy n., over-develop v.t., 
overdo v.t., over- 6; overdoor n., over- 
2; overdose v.t. & n., overdraft n., 
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overdraw v.t. & i., over- 6; overdress 
n. over- 1, v.i. over- 6; overdrink v. refl. 
& i., over- 7; overdrive v.t., over- 6; 

overdue a., over- 8; overeat v. refl. & i., 
over- 7; over-estimate v.t., & n., over- 
-expose v.t., over-exposure n., over- 6; 
overfall n., over- 4; over-fatigue v.t., 

& n., over- 6; overfault n., over- 1; 
overfeed v.t. & i., over- 7; overfill v.t., 
over- 8: overfilm v.t., over- 4; overfish 
v.t., over- C; overflow v.t. & i., & n., 

overflowing n. & a., over- 3; overfold 
n., over- 1; overfront n., over- 2; over- 
-fulfilmentn., over- 6; overfull a., over- 
8; overgild v.t., over- 4; over-govern 
v.t., over-government n., over- 6; 

overground a., over- 2; overgrow v.t. 
over- 3, v. refl. & i. over- 7; overgrowth 
n., over- 3, 0; overhand adv. & a., over- 
1; overhang v.t. & i., & n., over- 3; 
overhaul v.t., & n., over- 4; overhead 
adv. & a., over- 2; overhear v.t., over- 
4; overhouse a., over- 2; overhoused a., 
over-indulgence n., over-issue v.t., 
& n., over- 6; overjoyed a., over- 5; 

overjump v. refl., over- 7; overknee a., 

over- 2; overlabour v.t., overladen a., 

over- G; overland adv. & a., over- 2; 

overlap v.t. & i., & n., over- 3; overlay 
v.t., & n., over- 4; overleaf adv., over- 

2; overleap v.t., overlie v.t., over- 3; 
overlive v.t., over- 9; overload v.t., & 
n., over- 6; overlook v.t., over- 3; over- 
lord, overlordship, overman, nn., 

over- l; overmantel n., over- 2; over- 
many, overmasted, aa., over- 6; over¬ 
master v.t., over- 5; over-match v.t., 

& n., over- 8; over-measure n., 
overmuch a., adv., & n., over-nice a., 
over-niceness, over-nicety, nn., over- 
6; overnight adv. & a., over- 2; over¬ 
pass v.t., over- 3; overpassed, -past, a., 
over- 4; overpay v.t., overpeopled a., 
over- G; over-persuade v.t., over- 5; 
overpitch v.t., over- 6; overplus n., 
over- 1; overpoise v.t., over- 8; over¬ 
population n., overpot v.t., over- 6; 
overpower v.t., overpowering a., over- 
9; overpraise v.t., & n., over- 6; over¬ 
preach v. refl. & i., over- 7; overpres¬ 
sure n., overprint v.t., over-produce 
v.t. & i., over-production n., over- 6; 
overproof a., over- 2; overrate v.t., 
over- G; overreach v. refl. & i. over- 7, 
v.t. over- 9; over-read v.i., over-refine 
v.i., over- 6; over-rent v.t., over- 9; 
override v.t., over- 3, G; overripe a., 
over- 6; overrule v.t., over- 9; overrun 
v.t., over- 3, 7; oversailing a., over- 3; 
oversea a., & adv., overseas a. & adv., 
over- 2; oversee v.t., overseer n., over- 
3; oversell v.i. & t., over- 6; oversew 
v.t., over- 4; overshadow v.t., over- 4; 
overshoe n., over- 1; overshoot v.t., 
overshot a., over- 3; overside adv. & 
a., over- 2; oversight n., over- 3. 

II ov'erslaugh (-aw), n. (mil.). Passing 
over of one’s turn of duty in consideration 

ovine 

of another duty that takes precedence of 
it. [f. Du. overslag (overslaan omit f. over, 

slaan strike) ] 
oversleep, v. refl. & i., see over- 7; over¬ 
sleeve n., over- 1; oversmoke v. refl. & 
i., over- 7; oversoul n., over- 1; over¬ 
spend v. refl. & i., over- 7; overspill n., 
over- 4; overspread v.t., over- 3, 4; 
overstate v.t., overstatement n., over- 

6; overstay v.t., over- 9; overstep v.t., 
over- 3; overstock v.t., &n., overstrain 
v.t., & n., over- G; overstrung a., over- 

4, 6 ; overstudy v. i., &n., over- 6; over¬ 
subscribe v.t., over- 8; over-supply 
n., overswollen a., over- 6. 

ov'ert, a. Openly done, unconcealed, 
patent; market ~, open displaying of 
goods for sale to all comers. Hence ~ly2 

adv. [ME, f. OF, p.p. of ovrir (now 
ouvrir) ] 

overtake, v.t., see over- 4; overtask v.t., 
overtax v.t., over- G; overthrow v.t., & 
n., over- 4; overthrust n., over- 1; 
overtime adv. over- 2, n. over- 1; 
overtire v.t., over- 6; overtoil n., over- 
6; overtoiled a., over- 7; overtone v.t., 
over- 6; overtone n., over- 1; overtop 
v.t., over- 9; overtrain v.t. & i., over- 6; 
overtrump v.t., over- 9. 

ov'erture, n. Opening of negotiations 
with another, formal proposal or offer, 
(usu. pi., esp. make ~s to); (mus.) orches¬ 
tral piece opening opera, oratorio, etc. 
(concert ~, one-movement composition in 
same style); beginning of poem etc. [ME, 
f. OF, f. L apertura aperture] 

overturn, v.t. & i., & n., see over- 4; 
over-use v.t., & n., overvalue v.t., 
over- 6; overwalk v. refl. & i., over¬ 
watched a., over- 7; overweening a.., 
over- 6; overweight n. over- 1, adj. 
over- 2; overweighted a., over- G; 
overwhelm v.t., overwhelming a., 
over- 4; overwind v.t., overwork v.t. 
& i., & n., over- 6; overwrite v. refl. & i., 
over- 7; overwrought a., over- 6. 

ovi-1, comb, form of ovum; ov'iduct n., 
canal through which ova pass from ovary 
esp. in oviparous animals; ov’iform a., 
egg-shaped; ovlp'arous a., producing 
young by means of eggs expelled from 
body before being hatched (opp. vivi¬ 
parous); ovipds'it (-z-) v.i., lay egg(s), 
esp. with ovip&s'itor n., pointed tubular 
organ with which female insect deposits 
eggs; ovorhomboid'at etc., between rhom¬ 
boid etc. & oval; ovdl'ogy n., science of 
the formation of animals’ ova; ovo- 
vivlp'arous a., producing young by eggs 

^hatched within body. 
Ovi-2, comb, form of L ovis sheep; ~- 
bov'ine a. & n., (animal) having charac¬ 
ters intermediate between sheep & ox, 
musk-ox; ov'icide n. (joe.), sheep-killing. 

Ovid'ian, a. (As) of Ovid or his poetry. 
[L Ovidius Ovid, -IAN] 

ov'Ine, a. Of, like, sheep, [f. LL ovinus 
(ovis sheep, -ine1)] 
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ovo-, irreg. f. ovi-1 (see -o-). 
ov'oid, a. & n. 1. Solidly or superficially 
egg-shaped, oval with one end more 
pointed. 2. n. ~ body or surface, [f. F 
ovoide (ovum, -oid)] 

ov'olo, n. (pi. -li pr. -le). Convex moulding 
of quarter-circle or quarter-ellipse section, 
receding downwards. [It. (now ncwoZo), 
dim. of uovo egg f. L ovum] 

ov'ule, n. Rudimentary seed, female 
germ-cell, unfertilized ovum. Hence 
Sv'uIar1 a. [F (foil., -ule)] 

ov'um, n. (pi. ova). Female germ in ani¬ 
mals, capable of developing into new in¬ 
dividual when fertilized by male sperm, 
egg esp. of mammals, fish, or insects. [L, 
= egg] 

ow, int. expr. sudden pain, 
owe (6), v.t. & i. (owing). Be under obliga¬ 

tion to (re)pay (person money, money to 
person, money) or render (person honour 
etc., gratitude etc. to person), be in debt 
(for thing, with creditor in dat.: he~s not 
any man; I ~ you for your services, 
for all my clothes); ~ one a grudge, cherish 
resentment against him; be indebted for 
to person (or with dat.; we ~ to Newton 
the principle of gravitat ion; I ~ him much). 
[a preterite-present vb like can, dare, 
may: OE agan (see ought2), OS egan, 
OHG eigan, ON eiga, Goth, aigan f. Gmc 
*aig-1 

Ow'enlsm (6-), n. Communistic co-opera¬ 
tion advocated by Robert Owen (d. 1858). 
[-ISM] 

ow'ing (6I-), pred. a. Yet to be paid, owed, 
due, (paid all that was ~): ~ to, attribut¬ 
able to, caused by, (all this was ~ merely 
to ill luck), (as prep.) on account of (~ to 
the drought, crops are short), [owe, -ing2] 

owl, n. Kinds of large-headed hook- 
-beaked large-eyed soft-plumaged noc¬ 
turnal bird of prey (esp. barn ~, tawny 
~, & long-eared or horned ~, each with 
other names, as church, screech, hooting, 
etc., fly with the ~, have nocturnal 
habits; ~s to Athens, — C0al1s to New¬ 
castle); solemn person, wise-looking 
dullard, whence ~'ish 1 a., ~'ishLY2 adv.; 
(also ~ pigeon) fancy variety of pigeon; 
•--'-light, dusk, twilight. Hence ~'ery(3) n. 
[OE ule, OLG *ula, ON ugla, f. Gmc 
*uwwalon, cf. OHG uwila; ult. imit., cf. L 
ulula ] 

owl'et, n. Owl, young owl. [earlier 
HOWLET] 

own1 (on), a. 1. (Appended to possessive 
adj. or case) in full ownership, proper, 
peculiar, individual, & not another’s, 
(saw it with my ~ eyes; has a value all its 
~; let them stew2 in their ~ juice; loves 
truth for its ~ sake; be one’s ~ man, inde¬ 
pendent, free; God’s ~ heaven; may I have 
it for my ~ or my very ; my ~ sweet¬ 
heart etc., or abs. my ~, esp. in voc. ex¬ 
pressing affection; often also used to 
emphasize not the ownership, but the 
personality of the subject etc., as cooks 

her ~ meals, every man his ~ lawyer, am 
my ~ master; also used abs. = private pro¬ 
perty, kindred, etc., as may I not do what 
I will with my •—?, the devil Us ~; of 
one’s ~, belonging to one, as I have nothing 
of my ~, will give you one of my ~; get 
one’s ~ back, colloq., get even with, re¬ 
venge oneself (on); hold one’s ~, maintain 
position, not be defeated; on one’s 
independently, on one’s ~ account or 
responsibility or resources). 2. (Without 
preceding possessive) ~ brother, sister, 
with both parents the same; ~ cousin, 
first. [OE eegen, agen, OS egan, OHG 
eigan, ON eiginn f. Gmc *aiganaz f. p.p. 
of aigan possess; see owe] 

own2 (on), v.t. & i. Have as property, 
possess, wiience ow'nEU1, ow'nersHiP(l), 
nn., ow'nerLESS a., (on-); acknowledge 
authorship, paternity, or possession, of 
(child, pamphlet, hat, that nobody will ~); 
admit as existent, valid, true, etc. (~s his 
deficiencies, himself indebted, he or that he 
did not know); confess to (~s to a sense of 
shame, to having done); ~ up, colloq., 
make frank confession; submit to (per¬ 
son’s sway etc.) without protest; the ~er 
(nav. si.), captain of the ship. [OE 
clgnian f. agen OWN1)] 

ox, n. (pi. oxen). 1. Any bovine animal, 
individual of kinds of large usu. horned 
cloven-footed ruminant used when 
domesticated for draught, for sup¬ 
plying milk, and for eating as meat, (esp.) 
castrated male of domestic species, (the 
black ox has trod on one’s foot, misfortune 
or old age has come upon him); ox-bird, 
kinds of small bird, esp. the dunlin. 2. Ox- 
-eye, large human eye, whence ox-eyED2 
(-id) a., kinds of plant esp. (yellow ox-eye) 
com marigold, (white ox-eye) ox-eyed 
daisy; ox-fence or ox'er1 n.,strong cattle- 
-fence of railing & hedge & occas. ditch; 
ox-gall (used for cleansing, & in painting 
& pharmacy); ox'herd, cowherd; ox'hide; 
ox'lip, primula, (pop.) hybrid of primrose 
& cowslip; ox'tail, tail of ox, much used 
for soup-making. [OE oxa, OS, OHG 
ohso, ON uxi, oxi, Goth, auhsa f. Gmc 
*ohsan-, cogn. w. Skr. ukshan] 

ox-, comb, form (chem.) — oxy-, as oxa- 
cet'ix or oxyacet'ic, or = oxal-, as oxam'ic. 

oxal(o)-, comb, form of oxalic acid, whence 
ox'alATE'(3) n.; oxalo-nit'rate etc. 

dxal'ic, a. (c.hem.). Derived from wood- 
-sorrel (~ acid, a highly poisonous & sour 
acid found in wood-sorrel & other plants), 
[f. F oxalique (L f. Gk oxalis kinds of 
plant including wood-sorrel, -ic)] 

Ox'bridge (6-), n. Name for a university 
of ancient foundation. [Ox(ford), (Cam)- 
bridge ] 

Ox'ford (6-), n. University town in Eng¬ 
land ; II ~ bags, very wide trousers; ~ 
blue (dark with purple tinge); ~ clay, 
deposit of still blue clay underlying coral 
rag in midland counties; || ~ frame, pic¬ 
ture-frame of which sides cross each other 
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at comers & project ; ~ Group (Movement), 
see buchmanism; ~ movement, for re¬ 
vival of Catholic doctrine & observance 
in Church of England begun c. 1833; ~ 
shirting, kind of shirt or dress material; 
~ shoes, low shoes lacing over instep; ~ 
Tracis, the ‘ tract 2s for the Times 

ox'idate, v.t. & i. Oxidize. Hence 
oxidA'TiON n., oxidizing or being oxidized. 
[f. F oxider, -ate3] 

ox'ide, n. Compound of oxygen with 
another element or with organic radical. 
[F, f. oxygbne -I- -ide, after acide; see 
OXY-, -IDE] 

ox'idiz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. & i. Cause to 
combine with oxygen; cover (metal) with 
coating of oxide, make rusty; take up 
or enter into combination with oxygen, 
rust; —ed silver, (incorrect name for) 
silver with dark coat of silver sulphide. 
Hence ~able a., ~a'tion, ~er1(2), nn. 
[prec., -ize] 

Oxon'ian (6-), a. & n. (Member) of Uni¬ 
versity of Oxford. [Oxonia latinized 
name of Ox(en)ford, -an ] 

]| ox'ter, n., & v.t. (Sc.). 1. Armpit; inner 
side of upper arm. 2. v.t. Support with 
or by taking the arm, put under the arm; 
hug. [f. OE ohsta, oxla] 

oxy-, comb, form of Gk oxus sharp: (1) in 
gen. senses, as —carp'ovs, with pointed 
fruit; —op'ia, abnormal keenness of 
vision; oxygen; oxymoron; oxytone; (2) 

in chem. wds as comb, form of oxygen, 
(a) denoting presence or admixture of 
oxygen; —-acet'ylene, consisting of, in¬ 
volving use of, a mixture of oxygen & 
acetylene (~-acetylene blowpipe, for pro¬ 
ducing intensely hot flame for welding 
etc.); ~-house-gas, —pa’raffln, etc., used 
attrib. of flame produced by mixing the 
vapour of the gas etc. with oxygen; — 
cal'cium light, limelight; --hyd’rogen 
blowpipe, flame, light, etc.; —a'cid (& see 
b.);ox'ysalt, containing oxygen; (b)loosely 
used for hydroxy-, denoting compound of 
organic substance having atom of hydro¬ 
xyl substituted for one of hydrogen, as 
—a'cid (& see a.). 

ox'ygen, n. Colourless tasteless scentless 
gas, one of the non-metallic elements, ex¬ 
isting in air & combined in water & most 
minerals & organic substances, & being 
essential to animal & vegetable life. 
Hence oxy'genors a. [f. F oxy gene acidi¬ 
fying principle, see oxy-(2), -gen; it was 
at first held to be the essential principle 
in formation of acids] 

ox'ygen|ate (or oksl-), v.t. Supply, treat, 
or mix, with oxygen, oxidize; charge 
(blood) with oxygen by respiration. 
So ~ant(2), ~a'tion, nn. [f. F oxyginer 
(prec.), -ate3] 

ox'ygenize (or 6ksi-), -ise (-iz), v.t. 
= prec. [-ize] 

ox'ymel, n. Syrup of honey & vinegar. 
[L f. Gk oxumeli (oxy-, meli honey)] 

oxymor'on, n. (rhet.). Figure of speech 

pace 

with pointed conjunction of seeming con¬ 
tradictories (e.g. faith unfaithful kept him 
falsely true). [Gk (-mo-) f. 0XY-(1), moros 
foolish ] 

ox'ytone, a. & n. (Gk gram.). (Word) 
with acute accent on last syllable, [f. Gk 
oxutonos f. 0XY-(1), tonos tone] 

oy'er, n. Criminal trial under the writ of 
~ it terminer or commission to judges on 
circuit to hold courts. [ME, f. AF oyer et 
terminer (L audire hear, terminare deter¬ 
mine), -ER1] 

oyez, oyes, o yes, (oy&s'), int. uttered, 
usu. thrice, by public crier or court officer 
to bespeak silence & attention. [ME, f. 
AF, OF (-z), imperat. pi. of oir hear = L 
audiatis (audire hear)] 

oys'ter, n. Kinds of edible bivalve mol¬ 
lusc usu. eaten alive; —shaped morsel of 
meat in fowl’s back; •—-bank, -bed, part of 
sea-bottom where ~s breed or are bred; 
—-bar, counter in restaurant etc. where 
•—'9 are served; —-catcher, coastal wading 
bird; —-farm, sea bottom used for breed¬ 
ing ~s; —-knife, of shape adapted for 
opening ~s; ~ patty, piece of pastry con¬ 
taining cooked ~s. [ME, f. OF oistre 
(now huttre) f. L ostrea(-eum)f. Gk ostreon] 

ozo'cerite, ozok'erit, n. Wax-like fossil 
resin used for candles, insulating, etc. [G 
(-kerit), f. Gk ozo smell, keros wax, -ite1] 

oz'5n|e, n. Condensed form of oxygen 
with three atoms to molecule having 
pungent refreshing odour, (fig.) exhilar¬ 
ating influence. Hence ozon'ic, 
ous, aa., ~ize(3, 5) v.t., ~izER1(2), 
~om'eter, nn. [f. G ozon (Gk ozo smell, 
-one) ] 

P 
P, P, (pe), letter (pi. Ps, P’s). Mind one’s 
P’s & Q’s, be careful of propriety. 

pa1 (pah), n. (colloq.). = papa, [abbr.] 
pa2 (pah), pah, n. (hist.). Native fort in 

New Zealand; (now) Maori village. 
[Maori] 

pab'ulum, n. Food (often fig., as mental 
—). [L (pascere feed)] 

pac'a, n. Kinds of large rodents in Central 
& South America, [native ] 

pace1, n. Single step in walking or run¬ 
ning; space traversed in this (about 30 
in.); space between successive stationary 
positions of same foot in walking (about 
60 in.); mode of walking or running, gait; 
any of various gaits of (esp. trained) 
horse, mule, etc.; = amble ; (fig.) put per¬ 
son through his —s, test his qualities in 
action etc.; speed in walking or running; 
rate of progression (often flg'.); keep —, 
advance at equal rate with’, go the —, go 
at great speed, (fig.) indulge in dissipa¬ 
tion; —maker, rider, runner, etc., who 
sets ~ for another in race etc.; || —stick, 
drill-sergeant’s adjustable two-legged 
appliance for measuring length of 
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Hence -pacED2 (-st) a. [ME, f. OF pas f. 
L passus (pandere pass- stretch) 1 

pace2, v.t. & t. Walk with slow or regular 
pace; traverse thus; measure (distance) 
by pacing; (of horse) amble; set pace for 
(rider, runner, etc.), [f. prec.] 

pa'ce3, prep. ~ to,' d,~ Smith, (in announc¬ 
ing contrary opinion) with all deference 
to you, to Smith. [L, abl. of pax] 

pa'cer, n. In vbl senses, esp. horse that 
paces, [-er1] 

pacha etc. See pasiia etc. 
pachi'sl (-che-), n. Four-handed Indian 

game with cowries for dice. [Bind., =of 
25] 

pach'ydei-m (-k-), n. Thick-skinned 
quadruped, esp. one of Cuvier’s (now 
discarded) group Pachydermata (hoofed 
quadrupeds that do not chew cud, e.g. 
elephant, horse, etc.); (fig.) thick-skinned 
person. So pachydeim'atous (-k-) a. [f. 
F pachyderme f. Gk pakhudermos (pakhus 
thick + derma -matos skin) ] 

pacif'ic, a. & n. Tending to peace; of 
peaceful disposition ; the (Ocean), that 
between America & Asia. Hence pacif'l- 
cally adv. [f. F -ique, or L pacificus (pax 
pads peace, see -fic)] 

pacifica'tion, n. Pacifying; treaty of 
peace. So pacif'icatORY a. [F, f. L paci- 
ficalionem (as pacify, see -fication)] 

pacificism, pa'cifism, n. The doctrine 
that the abolition of war is both desirable 
& possible. Hence pacif'iciST, pa'cifiST, 
n. [f. F padfisme, -isle; shorter forms 
earlier & preferred to pedantically 
correct longer forms ] 

pa'cify, v.t. Appease (person, anger, ex¬ 
citement, etc.); reduce (country etc.) to 
state of peace. [ME, f. OF pacifier f. L 
padficare (as pacific, see -FY)] 

pack1, n. 1. Bundle of things wrapped up 
or tied together for carrying, parcel, esp. 
pedlar’s bundle or soldier’s knapsack. 
2. A measure of various goods. 3. Lot, 
set, (~ of fools, lies, nonsense, etc.). 4. 
Number of hounds kept together for 
hunting, or of beasts (esp. wolves) or 
birds (esp. grouse) naturally associating; 
organized group of U-boats. 5. (In rugby 
footb.) a side’s forwards. 6. Set of play¬ 
ing-cards. 7. Large area of large pieces 
of floating ice in sea. 8. Quantity of fish, 
fruit, etc., packed in a season etc.; 
(commerc.) method of packing for the 
market. 9. —drill, military punishment 
of walking up and down in full marching 
order J(2); <—horse (for carrying ■—s); 
~'man, pedlar; ~-saddle (adapted for 
supporting ~s); thread, stout thread for 
sewing or tying up ~s. [ME, f. MDu. 
pale, MLG pak, packe, of unkn. orig.] 

pack2, v.t. & i. 1. Put (things) together 
into bundle, box, bag, etc., for transport 
or storing (often ~ up, esp. abs.); (of 
things) admit of being ~ed well, easily, 
etc. 2. Prepare & put up (meat, fruit, 
etc.) in tins eto. for preservation. 3. Put 

pad 

closely together; (naut.) ~ (put) on all 
sail; form (hounds) into pack; place 
(cards) together in pack; (intr.) crowd 
together, (of animals) form into pack. 
4. Cover (thing-) with something pressed 
tightly round; (med.) wrap (body etc.) in 
wet cloth. 5. (boxing si.). Be capable of 
delivering (a punch) with skill or force. 
6. Fill (bag, box, etc.) with clothes etc.; 
cram (space etc. with); load (beast) with 
pack. 7. Depart with one’s belongings; 
send (person) ~ing, dismiss him sum¬ 
marily ; ~ (person) off, send him away. 
8. [prob. diff. wd]. Select (jury etc.) so 
as to secure partial decision. 9. (si.). ~ it 
in, end it, finish; ~ it up, desist; ~ up, 
(of an engine) peter out, go out of action. 
[ME, f. prec.] 

pack'age, n., & v.t. 1. Bundle of things 
packed, parcel; box etc. in which goods 
are packed; ~ deal, transaction agreed to 
as a whole, the less favourable items as 
well as the more favourable. 2. v.t. 
Make up into, enclose in, a~. [-age] 

pack'er, n. In vbl senses, esp.: one who 
packs meat, fruit, etc., for market; ma¬ 
chine for packing, [-er1] 

pack'et, n. Small package; 11 (si.) con¬ 
siderable sum won or lost in betting, 
speculation, etc.; II catch, stop, a ~ (si.), 
be (severely) wounded by bullet etc.; 
~(-6o«(), mail-boat, [pack1+ -ET1] 

pack'ing, n. In vbl senses; also (oil- 
-absorbing) material closing a joint or 
assisting in lubrication of a journal; — 
-box, = stuffing-&o:e; ~-needle, large 
needle for sewing up packages; ~-sheet, 
(1) sheet for packing goods in, (2) wet 
sheet used in hydropathy, [-ing1] 

pact, n. Compact; peace P~. [ME, f. OF, 
f. L pactum, neut. p.p. of padscere agree] 

pad1, n. 1. (si.). Road, esp. gentleman, 
knight, squire, of the ~, highwayman; 
foot'~. 2. (Also ~-nag) easy-paced horse. 
[16th c. cant, f. Du., LG pad path] 

pad2, v.t. & i. (-dd-). Tramp along (road 
etc.) on foot; travel on foot; ~ it, ~ the 
hoof, (si.), go on foot. [f. prec., or LG 
padden, pedden tread J 

pad3, n. 1. Soft stuffed saddle without 
tree; part of double harness to which 
girths are attached. 2. Cushion, stuffing, 
used to diminish jarring, fill out hollows, 
etc.; guard for parts of body in cricket 
etc. 3. Number of sheets of blotting-, 
writing-, or drawing-paper fastened to¬ 
gether at edge. 4. Fleshy cushion forming 
sole of foot in some quadrupeds; paw of 
fox, hare, etc. 5. Socket of brace, tool- 
-handle. [16th c., of unkn. orig.] 

pad1, v.t. (-dd-). Furnish with a pad, 
stuff; fill out (sentence etc.) with super¬ 
fluous words; ~ded cell, room in lunatic 
asylum with ~ded walls. Hence ~d'lNG1 
(4) n. [19th c., f. prec.] 

pad6, n. Open pannier used as measure of 
fruit etc. [16th c., var. of ped (14th c.), of 
unkn. orig.] 
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pad'dle1, n. Small spade-like implement 
with long handle; short broad-bladed oar 
nsed without rowlock; double ~ (with 
blade at each end); one of the boards 
iittod round circumference of ~-wheel; 
~-shaped instrument; (zool.) fin or flip¬ 
per; —wheel, wheel for propelling ship, 
with boards round circumference so as 
to press backward against water; ~-box, 
casing over upper part of this. [c. 1400, 
of unkn. orig.; cf. syn. (Sc. & north.) pattle I 

pad'dle2, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Move on water, 
propel canoe, by means of paddles; ~ 
one’s own canoe, (fig.) depend on oneself 
alone; row gently. 2. n. Action, spell, of 
paddling, [f. prec. ] 

pad'dle3, v.i. Dabble with the feet in 
shallow water; toy with the fingers (in, 
on, about, thing); (of child) toddle, [cf. 
puddle2 & LG pudeln (poodle)] 

padd'ock1, n. Small field, esp. as part of 
stud farm; turf enclosure near race¬ 
course, where horses are assembled before 
race; (Austral.) field, plot of land. [app. 
var. of (now dial.) parrock (OE pearroc): 
see park] 

|| padd'ock2, n. (arch., dial.). Frog or 
toad. [f. ME paddc (= ON padda, MDu., 
MLG padde) toad, + -OCK] 

Padd'y1, n. (Nickname for) Irishman. 
[pet-form of Padraig, Patrick] 

padd'y2, n. Rice in the straw or in the 
husk. [f. Malay padi] 

|| padd'y3, padd'ywhack, nn. (colloq.). 
A rage, fit of temper. [rADDY1] 

Pa'dishah, Pa'dshah, (pah ), n. Title in 
Persia of Shah, in Europe formerly of 
Sultan of Turkey, and in India of British 
sovereign. [Pers. (paii master + shah 
SHAH)] 

pad'lock, n., & v.t. 1. Detachable lock 
hanging by pivoted hook on object 
fastened; ~ law, one providing for closing 
& locking up premises. 2. v.t. Secure 
with ~. [ME; first elem. unexpl.] 

padouk (pahdowk'), n. Burmese timber- 
-tree; its wood, resembling rosewood, 
[native name ] 

padre (pahd'ra), n. (colloq.). Chaplain. 
[f. It., Sp., Pg. padre father, priest] 

padron'e, n. Master of Mediterranean 
trading-vessel; Italian employer of street 
musicians, begging-children, etc.; pro¬ 
prietor of Italian inn. [It.] 

pad'uasoy, n. Strong corded silk fabric 
much worn in 18th c. (cf. poult-de-soie). 

[18th c. poudesoy f. F pou-de-soie, of 
unkn. orig.; assoc, w. Padua] 

pae'an, n. Chant of thanksgiving for de¬ 
liverance (orig.) addressed to Apollo or 
Artemis; song of praise or triumph. [L, 
f. Gk paian hymn to Apollo under name 
of Paian] 

paed'er|asty,_ ped', n. Sodomy with a 
boy. So ~ast n., sodomite, [f. Gk 
paiderastia (pais paidos boy + erastes 
lover) ] 

paed|(o)-, ped|(o)-, comb, form of Gk 

pais paidos; ~o-bap'tism, infant baptism, 
~o-bdp'tist, adherent of this; ~o-gf.n’esi.s, 
reproduction by immature insect; ~i- 
at'ric a., relating to~idt'ricsn. pi., branch 
of medical science dealing with the study 
of childhood & the diseases of children, 
so ~iatii'cian (-shn), ~iat'risl, nn. [Gk 
iatros physician] 

pae'on, n. Metrical foot of one long syl¬ 
lable placed first, second, third, or fourth 
(first etc. ~) & three short. Hence 
paeon'ic a. [L, f. Gk paidn, Attic form 
of paian paean ] 

pag'an, n. & a. Heathen; unenlightened 
(person). Hence ~dom, ~isji(2), nn., 
'—'ISH1 a., ~ize(3) v.t. & i. [ME, f. L 
paganus (pagus country district, -an); 
sense ‘heathen’ in Christian L] 

page1, n., & v.t. 1. Boy, usu. in livery, 
employed to attend to door, go on errands, 
etc.; || ~ of honour, of the presence, etc., 
titles of various officers of royal house¬ 
hold ; boy employed as personal attendant 
of Iverson of rank; boy in training for 
knighthood & attached to knight’s ser¬ 
vice (hist.); hence ~'hood, ~'ship, nn. 
2. v.t. ‘Summon by means of a ~ (who 
calls out the name of person wanted until 
found). [ME, f. OF, f. It. paggio f. Gk 
paidion, dim. of pais boy (paedo-)] 

page2, n. One side of leaf of book etc.; 
(fig.) episode fit to fill a ~ in history etc. 
[F, f. L pagina (pangere fasten)] 

page3, v.t. Put consecutive numbers on 
pages of (book etc.), [f. prec.] 

pa'geant (-jnt; also pa-), n. Brilliant 
spectacle, esp. procession, arranged for 
effect; spectacular procession, or play 
performed in the open, illustrating the 
history of a place; tableau, allegorical 
device, etc., on fixed stage or moving 
car; (fig.) empty or specious show. [14th 
c. pagyn (in contemporary AL pagina), of 
unkn. orig.; later -t as in ancient ] 

pa'geantry (-jn-), n. Splendid display; 
empty show. [prec. +-ry] 

UPa'gett, M.P., n. Traveller who expects 
to know all there is to know of a country 
in a few months, [character in Kipling] 

pa'gin|al, a. Of pages; page for page. So 
~ary1 a. [f. LL paginalis (page2, -al)] 

pa'gin|ate, v.t. Page (book etc.). Hence 
~a'tion n. [f. L pagina page2 + -ate3] 

pagod'a, n. 1. Sacred building, esp. tower 
usu. of pyramidal form, in India, China, 
etc.; ornamental imitation of this. 2. Gold 
coin once current in S. India; —tree, 
kinds of Indian & Chinese tree, (fig.) tree 
fabled to produce ~s (coin), esp. shake 
the ~-tree, make rapid fortune in India, 
[f. Port, pagode of Ind. orig. ] 

pagur'ian, a. & n. (Of) the hermit-crab. 
[f. L f. Gk pagouros, kind of crab, +-ian] 

pah1, int. expr. disgust, [natural] 
pah2, n. Var. of pa2. 

paid. See pay2. 

pail, n. Vessel, usu. round, of wood or 
metal for carrying liquids etc.; amount 
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contained iD this, as half a ~ of milk. 
Hence ~'ful n. [ME payle, of uncert. 
orig.; cf. OE psegel gill, OF paelle frying- 
-pan, wine-measure, etc. f. L patella dim. 
of patina dish] 

paillasse, palliasse, (paly&s' or pal'ycrs), 
n. Straw mattress. [F (pai-), f. paille 
straw f. L palea] 

paillette (palyfit'), n. Piece of bright 
metal used in enamel painting; spangle. 
[F (dim. as preo.)] 

pain1, n. Suffering, distress, of body or 
mind, whence ~'ful,~'less, aa.,~'fulLY2, 
~'leSSLY2, adw., ~'fulNESS, ~'leSSNESS, 
nn.; (pi.) throes of childbirth; (pi.) trouble 
taken, esp. take ~s, be at the ~s of (doing), 
get (a thrashing etc.) for one’s ~s; punish¬ 
ment, now only in & penalties, on or 
under ~ of (death or other punishment 
to be incurred); ~-killer, medicine for 
alleviating ~ ; s'taking, careful, indus¬ 
trious. [ME, f. OF peine i. L poena 
penalty] 

pain2, y.t. & i. Inflict pain upon; give 
rise to pain, ache (my arm. is —ing). [ME, 
f. OF pener f. LL poenare (as prec.)] 

paint1, n. Colouring-matter, suspended in 
liquid vehicle so as to impart colour to a 
surface; luminous ~ ; colouring-matter 
for face etc., rouge etc.; brush, house- 
-painter’s, artist’s brush, [f. foil.] 

paint2, v.t. Portray, represent, (object, or 
a.bs.) in colours; adorn (wall etc.) with 
~ing; (fig.) represent (incident etc.) in 
words vividly as by ~ing; not so black 
as he is ~ed (represented); cover surface 
of (object) with paint; apply paint of 
specified colour to, as ~ the door green-, 
(si.) ~ the town reel, cause commotion by 
riotous spree etc.; apply rouge to (face, 
often abs.); ~ out, efface with paint; 
~ed lady, butterfly of orange-red colour 
with black & white spots. Hence ^'ing1 
(1, 2) n. [ME, f. peint, p.p. of OF peindre 
f. L pingere piel- paint] 

paint'er1, n. One who paints pictures; 
workman who colours woodwork etc. 
with paint; ~’s colic, form of colic to 
which ~s who work with lead are liable. 
So paint'rESS1 n. [ME, f. AF, OF pein- 
tour f. Rom. *pinclorem f. L pictor (as 
prec., see -ok)] 

paint'er2, n. Rope attached to bow of 
boat for making it fast to ship, stake, 
etc.; cut the ~, (fig.) effect a separation, 
[c. 1400 paynter (also obs. vb paynt) rope 
or chain to secure anchor when carried at 
cathead ; orig. obsc.; cf. OF penteur rope 
passing over mast-head ] 

paint'y, a. Of paint; (of picture) over¬ 
charged with paint. [-Y2] 

pair1, n. Set of two, couple, (esp. of things 
that usu. exist or are used in couples, as 
gloves, shoes, sculls, heels, eyes); ~ 
royal, set of three cards of same denomi¬ 
nation or of three dice turning up same 
number: article consisting of two corre¬ 
sponding parts not used separately, as 

~ of scissers, tongs, trousers-, engaged or 
married couple; mated couple of animals; 
~ (of horses), two horses harnessed to¬ 
gether; (Farl.) two voters on opposite 
sides absenting themselves from division 
by mutual agreement, person willing to 
act thus (cannot find a ~); the other mem¬ 
ber of a ~ (where is the ~ to this sock ?); 
~ (flight) of stairs, of steps (one, two, three, 

front or back, room on the first etc. 
floor or its occupant); another ~ of shoes; 

~-horse a., for a ~ of horses; ~-oor, boat 
rowed by ~ of oars. [ME, f. OF paire f. L 
pa.ria, neut. pi. of par equal] 

pair2, v.t. & i. Arrange (persons, things), 
be arranged, in couples; unite (t. & i.) in 
love or marriage; (of animals) mate; 
unite (with one of opposite sex); ~ off, 
put two by two, (intr.) go off in pairs, 
(Pari.) make a pair, (colloq.) marry (with). 
[f. prec.] 

pajamas. See pyjamas. 

Pakistan' (pah-, -ahn), n. Moslem auto¬ 
nomy; proposed separate Moslem State 
(established as a separate Dominion in 
1947); since 1956 an independent republic 
in Asia. [f. Punjab, Afghan Frontier, 
Kashmir, Baluchistan, lands where 
Moslems predominated] 

pal, n., & v.i. (si.; -11-). 1. Comrade, mate. 
2. v.i. (Usu. ~ up) associate (with). [E 
Gipsy] 

pal'ace, n. Official residence of sove¬ 
reign, archbishop, or bishop ; stately man¬ 
sion ; spacious building for entertainment, 
refreshment, etc.; ||gin2-~; |j~ car, 
luxurious railway-carriage. [ME, f. OF 
palais f. L Palatium, hill in Rome, 
house of Augustus built on this] 

pal'adin, n. Any of the Twelve Peers of 
Charlemagne’s court, of whom the Count 
Palatine was the cliief; knight errant, 
champion. [F, as palatine1] 

pSlae|(o)-, pale|(o)-, comb, form of Gk 
palaios ancient (cf. NEO-), as : ~ocrys'tic, of 
ancient ice, frozen from remote ages; 
~og'raphy, study of ancient writing, so 
~dg'rapher, ~ograph'ic; ~olUh'ic, marked 
by use of primitive stone implements; 
~8ntdVogy, study of extinct organized 
beings, so ~6ntolo'gical, ~6nl6l'ogist; 
phVaeolhere, extinct genus of tapir-like 
mammal; ~ozd'ic, of, containing, ancient 
forms of life, of the first geological period 
(cf. CAINOZOIC, MES0SOW-). 

palaes'tra, pales', n. Wrestling-school, 
gymnasium. [L, f. Gk palaistra (palaid 
wrestle)] 

pal'afitte, n. Prehistoric hut on piles 
over lake in Switzerland or N. Italy. [F, 
f. It. palafitta pile-fence (palo stake + fttto 
fixed)] 

palanquin', -nkeen', (-ken), n. Covered 
litter for one, in India & the East, carried 
usu. by four or six men; (loosely) closed 
carriage in the East. [f. Port, palanguim, 
cf. Malay palangki. Hind, palki] 

pal'atab|le, a. Pleasant to the taste; (fig.) 
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agreeable to the mind. Hence ~LY 2 adv. 
[f. PALATE + -ABLE ] 

pal'atal, a. & n. Of the palate; (sound) 
made by placing tongue against (usu. 
hard) palate, whence ~jze(3) v.t. [F (foil., 
-al)] 

pal'ate, n. 1. Roof of the mouth in verte¬ 
brates; bony or hard, soft, ~, its front, 
back part; cleft ~ (see cleave *). 2. Sense 
of taste; mental taste, liking, [f. L pala¬ 
tum ] 

pala'tial (-shl), a. Like a palace; splendid, 
[f. L as PALACE +-AL1 

palat'lnate, n. 1. Territory under a count 
palatine; the (Rhine) P~, State of old 
German Empire, under rule of the Count 
Palatine of the Rhine. 2. II (In Durham 
Univ.) light shade of purple or lavender, 
blazer of this colour as sports distinction, 
[f. foil. + -ate 1 ] 

pal'atlne1, a. & n. 1. (Count) P~, count 
having within the territory jurisdiction 
such as elsewhere belongs only to 
sovereign (in Eng. Hist, also Earl P~); 
County P~, his territory (still in Eng¬ 
land of Lancashire and Durham). 2. n. 
Woman’s fur tippet. [F (-in, -me), f. L 
palatinus of the palace, see -ine1] 

pal'atlne2, a. & n. Of the palate; (n. pi., 
also ~ bones) two bones forming hard 
palate. [F (-in, -ine), as palate, see -ike1] 

pal'atogram, n. Record of the use made 
of the palate in producing a sound, [f. L 
palatum palate + -gram ] 

pala'ver (-lah-), n., & v.i. & t. 1. Con¬ 
ference, (prolonged) discussion, esp. be¬ 
tween African or other natives & traders 
etc.; profuse or idle talk; cajolery; (si.) 
affair, business. 2. vb. Talk profusely; 
flatter, wheedle, [vb f. n. f. Port, palavra 
word f. L as parable ] 

pale1, n. Pointed piece of wood for fence 
etc., stake; boundary, esp. (fig.) within, 
beyond, etc., the ~; (hist.) the (English) 
P~, part of Ireland under English rule; 
(her.) vertical stripe in middle of shield. 
[ME, f. OF pal f. L pdliis stake; cf. peel1] 

pale2, a. (Of person or complexion) of 
whitish or ashen appearance; (of colours) 
faint; faintly coloured; of faint lustre, 
dim; face, supposed N.-Amer.-Ind. 
name for white man. Hence ~'ly2 adv., 
•—’’ness n. [ME, f. OF pal(l)e f. L pallidus 
(pallere be pale)] 

pale3, v.i. & t. Grow pale; (fig.) become 
pale in comparison (usu. before or beside); 
make pale. [ME, f. OF palir (as prec.)] 

paled(-ld),a. Having palings, [pale1,-ED2] 
paifis'tra. See palaestra. 
pal'etot (-etc), n. Loose cloak for man or 
woman. [F] 

pal'ette, n. Artist’s thin wooden slab 
carried in hand and used for holding and 
mixing colours when painting; colours 
used by particular artist or on particular 
occasion; ~-knife, thin steel blade with 
handle for mixing colours. [F, dim. of 
pale shovel; cf. peel2] 

pa'lfrey (paw-, pa-), n. (arch., poet.). 
Saddle-horse for ordinary riding, esp. for 
ladies. [ME, f. OF palefrei f. med. L pala- 
frediis, LL paraveredus (Gk para beside, 
extra, 4- veredus light horse, whence G 
pferd) 

Pa'li (pah-), n. Language used in canoni¬ 
cal books of Buddhists, [for pali-bhasa 
(pali canon 4- bhasa language)] 

pSl'lhd?, n. Member of band of Greek or 
Albanian military chief, esp. during War 
of Independence, [f. mod. Gk palikari 
lad (Gk pallax -akos youth)] 

pal'impsest, n. & a. Writing-material, 
manuscript, the original writing on which 
has been effaced to make room for a 
second; (improp.) monumental brass 
turned & re-engraved on reverse side; 
(adj.) so treated, [f. L f. Gk palimpsesios 
(palin again +psao rub smooth)] 

pal'indrome, n. & a. (Word, verse, etc.) 
that reads the same backwards as_ for- 
w'ards (e.g. madam, radar). Hence palm- 
drom'ic a. [f. Gk palindromos running 
back again (palin again +drom- run)] 

pal'ing, n. (Fence of) pales, [pale1, 
-IXQ1 ] 

palin igen'esls (-nj-), n. Regeneration 
(lit. & fig.); revival; (biol.) exact repro¬ 
duction of ancestral character, whence 
~genet'ic a. [f. Gk palin again 4- 
GENESIS ] 

pal'inode, n. Poem in which author re¬ 
tracts thing said in former poem; re¬ 
cantation. [F, or f. LL f. Gk palinoidia 
(palin again +6idc song)] 

palisade', n., & v.t. 1. Fence of pales or 
of iron railings; (mil.) strong wooden 
stake. 2. v.t. Furnish, enclose, with 
[f. F palissade f. Prov. -ada, as pale1, 
see -ade] 

pal'ish, a. Somewhat pale, [-isii 1 ] 
pall1 (pawl), n. Cloth, usu. of black or 
purple or white velvet, spread over coffin, 
hearse, or tor.ib; woollen vestment worn 
by Pope & some metropolitans or arch¬ 
bishops; (fig.) mantle, cloak; ~'bea.rer, 
person holding up corner of ~ at funeral. 
[OE peell, f. L pallium cloak] 

pall2 (pawl), v.i. & t. Become insipid (now 
only fig.), esp. ~ on (person, mind, taste); 
satiate, cloy. [ME, aphetic f. appal] 

Pallad'Ian, a. (archit.). In the neo¬ 
classical style of the lGth-c. Italian Pal¬ 
ladio. [-AN] 

pallad'ium1, n. (pi. -id). Image of Pallas 
on which safety of Troy was held to 
depend; safeguard. [ME, f. L f. Gk 
pa.lladion] 

pallad'ium2, n. Rare hard white metallic 
element of platinum group, [f. Pallas, an 
asteroid 4- -ium ] 

pall'et1, n. Straw bed; mattress. [ME 
1Millet i. AF paillette straw, f. OF paille f. 
L palea] 

pall' et2, n. Flat wooden blade wfith handle, 
used by potters etc.; artist’s palette ; 
projection on a part of a machine, serving 
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to change mode of motion of wheel; valve 
under each pipe in wind-chest of organ. 
[f. F palette palette] 

palliasse. See paillasse. 
pall'ijate, v.t. Alleviate (disease) without 
curing; extenuate, excuse. So ~a'tion n. 
[f. LL palliare cloak (pallium), see -ate3] 

pall'iative, a. & n. (Thing) that serves to 
palliate. [F (-if, -ive), as prec., see -ive] 

pall'id, a. Pale. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness 
n. [f. L pallidvs, as pale2] 

pall'ijum, n. Man’s large rectangular 
cloak, esp. among the Greeks; arch¬ 
bishop’s pall1; in tegumental fold of 
mollusc, whence~al a. [L] 

pall-mall (pSTm6T), n. Game in which 
ball was driven through iron ring sus¬ 
pended in long alley; || Pall-Mall, street 
in London developed from such an alley, 
& noted for clubs, [f. obs. F pallemaille f. 
It. va.Uamaglio(palla ball +maglio mallet) ] 

pall'or, n. Paleness. [L (pallere be pale, 
see -on)] 

pall'y, a. (colloq.). Friendly, [pal, -y2] 
palm1 (pahm), n. Large family of trees, 

chiefly tropical, usu. with upright un¬ 
branched stem & head of large pinnate 
or fan-shaped leaves; branch of —tree as 
symbol of victory; supreme excellence, 
prize for this, esp. bear, yield, the ~; 
branch of various trees substituted for ~ 
in northern countries, esp. in celebrating 
P~ Sunday, ~-honey, refined sap of 
coquito ~; ~-oil (got from various ~s; 
also, with pun on palm2, bribe-money); 
P~ Sunday, Sunday before Easter, on 
which Christ’s entry into Jerusalem is 
celebrated by processions, in which 
branches of ~ are carried. Hence pal- 
mA'CEOUS (-ashns) a. [OE palm(a) f. L 
palma (foil.); ME palme reinforced by OF 
palme] 

palm2 (pahm), n. Part of hand between 
wrist & fingers, esp. its inner surface; 
part of glove that covers this; breadth 
(about 4 in.), length (about 8 in.), of hand 
as measure; grease person’s ~, bribe him ; 
sailmakers ~, lead boss mounted in 
leather straps fastened round ~, used 
as thimble. Hence (-)~ed2 (pahmd) a., 
~'pul n. [ME, f. OF paume f. L palma; 
later assim. to L ] 

palm3 (pahm), v.t. Impose fraudulently, 
pass off (thing on person); conceal (cards, 
dice, etc.) in hand; touch with palm; 
bribe, [prec.] 

Pal'ma Chris'ti (k-), n. Castor-oil plant, 
[med. L, = palm of Christ, from hand¬ 
like shape of leaves] 

pal'mar, a. Of, in, the palm of the hand. 
[f. L palmaris (as palm2, see -An1)] 

pal'mary, a. Bearing the palm, pre- 
-eminent, eip. ~ emendation, a certain 
textual correction, [f. L palmarius (as 
PALM1, see -ARY1)] 

pal'mate, -ated, aa. PALM2-shaped. [f. L 
palmalus (as talm1, see -ate2)] 

pa'lmer (pahm-), n. 1. Pilgrim returning 

pam 

from Holy Land with palm branch or leaf; 
itinerant monk under vow of poverty. 
2. (Also —worm) destructive hairy cater¬ 
pillar. 3. Hairy artificial fly in angling. 
[ME, f. AF, = OF palmier f. med. L 
palmarius pilgrim (palmary)] 

palmett'o, n. (pi. ~s). Hinds of small 
palm, esp. dwarf fan-palm. [f. Sp. 
palmito dim. of palma palm1, refash, on 
It. wds in -etto] 

pal'miped, -pede, a. & a. Web-footed 
(bird), [f. L palmipes -pedis (as palm2 -t- 
pcs pedis foot)] 

pa'lmistry (pahm-), n. Divination from 
palm of hand. So pa'lmisT(3) (pahm-) n. 
riStli c., f. PALM2+(orig. -estry) second 
element unexpl.; -ist is a 19th c. back 
form.] 

pa'lmy (pahm-), a. Of, like, abounding in, 
palms; triumphant, flourishing, esp. ~ 
days, [palm1-f-Y2] 

palmyr'a, n. Kind of palm grown in 
India & Ceylon, with fan-shaped leaves 
used for matting etc. [f. Port, palmeira] 

palp, pal'pus (pi. -pi), nn. Jointed sense- 
-organ in insects etc., feeler. Hence pal1 
pAL a. [L (-pus)] 

pal'piable, a. That can be touched or 
felt; readily perceived by senses or mind. 
Hence ~aBiL'iTY n., ~abLY2 adv. [ME, 
f. LL palpabilis (as foil., see -ble)] 

pal'piate, v.t. Handle, esp. in medical ex¬ 
amination. So ~a'tion n. [f. L palpare, 
-ATE3] 

pal'pebral, a. Of the eyelids, [f. LL 
palpebralis (palpebra eyelid, see -al)] 

pal'pitate, v.i. Pulsate, throb; tremble 
(urith fear, pleasure, etc.), [f. L palpitare 
frequent, as palpate, see -ate3] 

palpita'tion, n. Throbbing; increased 
activity of heart due to exertion, agita¬ 
tion, or disease, [f. L palpitatio (as prec., 
see -ation) ] 

pa'Jsgrave (pawl-), n. Count palatine. 
[16th c. paltsgrave f. Du., (= G pfalzgraf) 
f. palls palatinate + grave count] 

pa'lstave (pawl-), n. Celt of bronze etc. 
shaped to fit into split handle, [f. Da. 
paalstav f. Icel. pdlstafr (pall hoe)] 

palsy (pawl'zi), n., & v.t. 1. Paralysis; 
(fig.) cause, condition, of utter helpless¬ 
ness. 2. v.t. Paralyse (usu. fig.). [ME 
pa(r)lesie f. OF paralisie as paralysis] 

pa'lter (pawl-), v.i. Shuffle, equivocate, 
(with persou); haggle (with person about 
thing); trifle (with subject), [orig. unkn.] 

pa'ltrjy (pawl-), a. Worthless, petty, 
contemptible. Hence ~iness n. [16th c,, 
app. attrib. use of (now dial.) pall, pelt 
rubbish-f-RY (cf. trumpery)-, cf. EFris., 
LG palle rag, MDu. palt; LG paltrig 
ragged] 

palud'al (or pal1), a. Of a marsh; mala¬ 
rial. [f. L pctlus -udis marsh + -al] 

pal'y, a. (poet.). Somewhat pale. [-y2] 
pam, n. Knave of clubs, esp. in five-card 

loo. [F Pamphilc, cf. Sc. Pamphie, prob. 
f. Gk name Pam.philos] 



pam'pa, n. (usu. pi., pr. -az, -«s). Large 
treeless plain in S. America south of the 
Amazon; ~(s)-grass, large ornamental 
grass introduced into Europe from S. 
America. [Sp., f. Peruv. parnpa steppe, 
flat] 

pam'per, v.t. Over-indulgo (person, 
tastes, etc.); —ed menial, flunkey. [ME, 
in form f. obs. pamp cram + -EU3; cf. 
WFlem. pamperen, G dial, pampen in 
same sense] 

ptirnper'o (-ar'b), n. (pi. —s). Strong cold 
S.W. wind blowing from Andes to 
Atlantic. [Sp., as pampa] 

pamph'let, n. Small usu. unbound trea¬ 
tise, esp. in prose on subject of current 
interest. [ME, f. Pamphilet, familiar 
name of 12th-c, Latin amatory poem 
Pamphilus seu de Amove, see -et 1 ] 

pamphleteer', n., & v.i. 1. Writer of pam¬ 
phlets. 2. v.i. Write pamphlets, [-eer] 

pan \ n. Metal or earthenware vessel, usu. 
shallow, for domestic purposes; stew, 

warjPing, —; —like vessel in which 
substances are heated etc.; part of lock 
that held the priming in obsolete types of 
gun; hollow in ground, as salt-'—; (also 
ftard—) substratum of soil; brain- 
—; ~'cake, thin flat batter-cake fried in 
—, esp. flat as a ~cake, quite flat (v.i., si., 
of aeroplane, descend vertically in level 
position). Hence —'ful n. [OE panne, 
OS panna, OIIG pfanna, of uncert. orig. ] 

pan2, v.t. & i. (-nn-). Criticize severely 
(colloq.); ~ off, out, wash (gold-bearing 
gravel) iu pan; (intr.) — out, yield gold, 
(fig.) succeed, work, (well etc.), [f. prec.i 

Pan3, n. Greek rural god; the spirit of 
nature, paganism, the pre-Christian or 
the non-moral world. [Gk] 

pan4 (pahn), n. Leaf of the betel; (used 
for) the mixture of—, lime, &. areca-nut 
parings chewed by Asians as a mastica¬ 
tory. [Hind.] 

pan-, comb, form of Gk pas, neut. pan all, 
as —-African, of, for, all Africans; — 
-Ang'lican, of the Anglican Church & its 
branches (—Anglican conference); — 
-cos'mism, doctrine that material universe 
is all that exists; —-gen'esis, theory that 
each unit of an organism reproduces 
itself; ~-Germ'an, of all the Germans in 
political union; ~-Hell'enism, political 
union of all Greeks, so ~-IIellen'ic a.; 
—-Is'lam, union of Mohammedan world, 
so —Islam'ic a.; ~logis'tic, (of Hegel’s 
philosophy) treating only the rational 
as real, so ~'logism; ~-Sla'vism (-lah-), 
movement for political union of all Slavs; 
~sperm'atism, ~sperm'y, theory that the 
atmosphere is full of minute germs that 
develop in favourable environment, 

panace'a, n. Universal remedy. [L, f. 
Gk panakeia f. TAH(akes remedy)] 

panache' (-ahsh, -ash), n. Tuft, plume, of 
feathers esp. as head-dress or on helmet; 

pandour 

(fig.) display, swagger. [F, f. It. pen- 
nacliio (penna feather) ] 

pana'da (-nah-), n. Bread boiled to pulp 
& flavoured. [Sp. (pan bread f. L panis, 
see -ape)] 

Panama' (-ah), n. — (hat), hat of fine 
pliant strawlike material made (orig. in 
Ecuador) from leaves of the screw-pine, 
[place] 

panchayat (punchi'at), n. (India). Vil¬ 
lage council. [Tamil panchdyattu f. Skr. 
pancha five ] 

panchromat'ic(-k-), a. (photog.). Equally 
sensitive to all spectrum colours, [pan-] 

pancrat'lc, a. Of the pancratium; (opt., 
of eyepiece) extensively adjustable, [f. 
foil.-f-ic l 

pancra'tijum (-shl-), n. (Gk ant.). Ath¬ 
letic contest combining wrestling & box¬ 
ing. So —AST, panc'ratlST, nn. [L, f. 
Gk pagkration (pan- +kratos strength)] 

panc're|as, n. Gland near stomach dis¬ 
charging a digestive secretion (—atic 
juice) into duodenum, sweetbread. So 
—at'ic a., —atiN n., one of the active 
principles of —atic juice, digestive extract 
prepared from the —ases of animals, [f. 
Gk pagkreas (pan- Pkreas -atos flesh)] 

pan'da, n. Indian racoon-like animal, red 
bear-cat; giant —, Tibetan black-and- 
-white bear-like mammal, [native] 

Pande'an, -aean, a. Of pan3; — pipe, = 
pan-pipe, [irreg. f. Gk Pan 1 

pan'dect, n. (usu. pi.). Compendium in 50 
books of Roman civil law made by order 
of Justinian in 6th c.; complete body of 
laws. [f. F pandecte, or L f. Gk PAN(<Ze/cfes 
f. dekhomai receive) all-receiver] 

pandem'ic, a. & n. (Disease) prevalent 
over the whole of a country or over the 
world; —, or pdndem'ian, VENUS, [f. Gk 
pan (demos people) + -ic] 

pandemdn'ium, n. Abode of all demons; 
place of lawless violence or uproar; utter 
confusion, [mod. L (Milton) f. pan- + 
DEMON] 

pan'der, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Go-between in 
clandestine amours, procurer; one who 
ministers to evil designs. 2. v.i. Minister 
(to base passions, evil designs); (v.t.) act 
as — to (person’s lust), [vb f. n. f. Pan-dare, 
character in Chaucer’s Troilus <£• Criseyde 
& in Boccaccio, f. L f. GkPandaros] 

pandit. See pundit. 

pand6r'a, -dore', n. Stringed instru¬ 
ment of cither type. [It., f. LL f. Gk 
pandoura 1 

Pandor'a’s box, n. The box in which 
Hope alone remained when by its rash 
opening all objects of desire were dis¬ 
persed to play havoc among mankind. 
[Gk myth., see Hesiod, Op. 50-105] 

pan'dour (-oor), -oor, n. (PI.) force of 
rapacious & brutal soldiers raised by 
Baron Trenck in 1741 & afterwards en¬ 
rolled in Austrian army. [f. Serbo- 

For words in pan- not given see pan-. 
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-Croatian pandur f. med. L banderius 
follower of a banner] 

pane1, n. Single sheet of glass in compart¬ 
ment of window; rectangular division of 
chequered pattern etc. Hence~'i.ess (-nl-) 
a. [ME, f. OF pan f. L pannus piece of 
cloth ] 

pane2, v.t. Mako up (garment etc.) of 
strips of different colours (chiefly in p.p.). 
[f. prec. ] 

panegy'ric, n. & a. Laudatory discourse 
(upon)-, (adj.) laudatory. Hence ~al a. 
[f. F panegyrigue f. L f. Gk panegurikos f. 
v\s(eguris = agora assembly), see -ic] 

pan'egyrize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Speak, write, 
in praise of, eulogize. So panegy,rlST n. 
[f. Gk panegurizo (as prec., see -ize)] 

pan'el1, n. 1. Stuffed lining of saddle; 
kind of saddle. 2. Slip of parchment; 
list of jury; jury; II (Sc. law) person(s) on 
trial, the accused; II list of the doctors 
registered in a district as accepting 
Insurance-Act patients (on the ~, so 
registered); team in some radio quiz pro¬ 
grammes, whence ~1ist n., member of 
this. 3. Distinct compartment of surface, 
esp. of wainscot, door, etc., often sunk 
below or raised above general level. 
4. Piece of stuff of different kind or colour 
inserted in woman’s dress. 5. Large size 
of photograph, with height much greater 
than width. [ME & OF, f. Rom. *pan- 
nellus dim. as pane 1 ] 

pan'el2, v.t. (-11-). Saddle (beast) with 
panel; fit (wall, door, etc.) with panels; 
ornament (dress etc.) with panel(s). 
Hence ~1ing1(2) n. [f. prec.] 

pang, n. Shooting pain; sudden sharp 
mental pain. [orig. unkn.] 

pan'ga (-ngg-), n. African matchet. 

[native ] 
pangdl'in (-ngg-), n. Scaly ant-eater, [f. 
Malay peng-goling roller (from habit of 
rolling itself up)] 

‘pan'kandle, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Narrow 
strip of one political division of a country 
extending between two others. 2. v.t. & 
i. (si.). Beg (from), [pan1] 

pan'ic1, n. Kinds of grasses including 
Italian millet, [f. L panicum] 

pan'ic2, a., n., & v.t. & i. 1. (Of terror) 
unreasoning, excessive. 2. n. Infectious 
fright, sudden alarm (e.g., in commerce) 
leading to hasty measures; —monger, 
one who fosters a ~. 3. vb. Affect, be 
affected, with~. Hence ~k\’2 a. (colloq.). 
[f. F panigue f. Gk panikos of god Pan, 
reputed to cause ~ ] 

pan'icle, n. (bot.). Loose irregular type of 
compound inflorescence, as in oats. [f. L 
panicula, dim. of panus ear of millet] 

panifica'tion, n. Bread-making. [F, f. L 
panis bread, see -FlCATfON 1 

panjan'drum, n. Mock title of exalted 
personage; pompous official or pretender, 
[arbitrary ] 

II pann'age, n. (Right of, payment for) 
pasturage of swine; acorns, beech-mast, 

pantechnicon 

etc., as food for swine. [ME, f. OF 
pasnage, panage f. med. L pastianalieum 
(L pastio pasture f. pascere past-, -age)] 

panne, n. A soft long-napped cloth used 
as dress-material. [F] 

pann'ier1 (-nyer), n. 1. Basket, esp. one 
of those carried, usu. in pairs, by beast 
of burden or on the shoulders; covered 
basket for surgical instruments & medi¬ 
cines for ambulance. 2. Part of skirt 
looped up round hips. [ME, f. OF panier 
f. L panarium bread-basket (pa.n is bread, 
see -ary1)] 

II pann'ier2 (-nyer), n. (colloq.). Robed 
waiter in Inner Temple, [orig. unkn. ] 

pann'ikin, n. Small metal drinking- 
-vessel; its contents, [f. pan 1 + -kin ] 

pan'oplly, n. Complete suit of armour 
(often fig.). Hence ~iED2 (-lid) a. [f. Gk 
TAf((oplia f. hopla arms)] 

panop'ticon, n. Bentham’s proposed cir¬ 
cular prison with cells round warders’ 
well in centre, [f. PAN- + Gk optilcos of 
sight (op- see)] 

panora'ma ( rah-, -ra-), n. Picture of 
landscape etc. arranged on inside of cylin¬ 
drical surface or successively rolled out 
before spectator; continuous passing 
scene; unbroken view of surrounding re¬ 
gion (often fig.). Hence panoram'ic a., 
panoram'iCALLY adv. [f. pan- + Gk ho- 
rama view (horao see) ] 

panfpipe(s), n. Musical instrument made 
of series of reeds. [Pan, Greek rural god, 
+ PIPE] 

pan'sy (-zl), n. 1. Wild & garden plant 
with flowers of various colours, hearts¬ 
ease. 2. (colloq.). (Also~ boy) elfeminate 
youth, homosexual, [f. F pensee thought, 
pansy, f. penser think f. L pensare fre¬ 
quent. of pendere pens- weigh] 

pant, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Gasp for breath; 
(fig.) yearn (for, after, thing, to do); throb 
violently; utter gaspingly. 2. n. Gasp, 
throb. [ME, shortened f. OF pantaisier 
pant, f. Rom. *pantasiare for *ph- be op¬ 
pressed with nightmare (as phantasy)] 

pant- in comb. = panto- before vowels. 
pantagru'el|ism (-obi-), n. Extravagant 
coarse humour like that of Pantagruel, 
a character in Rabelais. So panta- 
gruel'iAN (-ob-) a., ~ist n. [-ism] 

pantalet(te)s' (-ts), n. pi. Woman’s 
drawers, cycling knickerbockers, etc. [f. 
foil., see -ette] 

pantaloon', n. 1. (P~). Character in 
Italian comedy wea.ring~s; (now) clown’s 
butt & abettor in pantomime. 2. (hist.; 
pi. or sing.). Garment of breeches & 
stockings in one piece, close-fitting 
breeches down to ankle as transition 
from knee-breeches to trousers. 3. (pi.; 
chiefly U.S., & now usu. pants). Trousers, 
[f. F pantalon f. It. pantalone, Venetian 
character in Italian comedy', perh. f. San 
Pantaleone, favourite Venetian saint] 

II pantech'nicon (-kn-), n. Furniture 
warehouse (orig. name of a bazaar); ~ van 
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(for removing furniture), [f. pan - + Gk 
tekhnikon. of art (tekhne, see -ic) ] 

pan'the|ism, n. Doctrine that God is 
everything & everything God; heathen 
worship of all gods. So ~ist n.,~is'tlc(AL) 
aa. [f. pan- + Gk Iheos god + -ism ] 

pan'thfeon (or -e'on), n. Temple dedicated 
to all the gods, esp. circular one at Rome; 
deities of a people collectively; building 
in which illustrious dead are buried or 
have memorials; building in London 
opened for public entertainment in 1772. 
[ME, f. L f. Gk pan(theion holy f. theos 
god)] 

pan'ther, n. Leopard; American puma 
or cougar. Hence ~ess1 n. [ME, f. OF 
panterc f. L panthera f. Gk panther] 

pan'ties (-tezh n. pi. (colloq.). Pants worn 
by children; close-fitting knickers worn 
by women, [dim. of pants ; see -Y3] 

pan'tile, n. Roof tile transversely curved 
to ogee shape, one curve being much 
larger than the other, [pan1 +tile] 

pantisoc'racy, n. Community in which 
all are equal & all rule, [pant- + Gk 
isocratia isocracy ] 

panto-, comb, form of Gk pas pantos all, 
as: ’—lo'gie, pantol'ogy, (of) universal 
knowledge; —morph’ic, taking all shapes; 
—pragmal'ic a. & n., (person) meddling 
in everything; —scdp’ic, with wide range 
of vision. 

pan'tolgraph (-ahf), n. Instrument for 
copying plan etc. on any scale. Hence 
~graph'ic a. [f. F (-graphe), f. panto- 

-f Gk -graphos writing] 
pan'tomim|e, n., & v.t. & i. 3. (hist.). 

Roman actor performing in dumb show, 
mimic actor. 2. || Dramatic entertain¬ 
ment usu. produced about Christmas & 
based on a fairy tale, with singing, danc¬ 
ing, clowning, topical jokes, a trans¬ 

formation scene, & certain stock roles. 
3. Dumb show. 4. vb. Express (thing), 
express oneself, by dumb show. Hence 
or cogn. pantomim'ic a., ~ist(3) n. [f. 
F, or L f. Gk FANTO(mrmos mime)] 

pan'try, n. Room in which bread & other 
provisions or (butler’s, housemaid’s, —) 
plate, table-linen, etc., are kept; —man, 
butler or his assistant. [ME, f. OF pane- 
terie f. panetier baker f. med. L pane- 
tarius (panis bread, -er1); see -ery] 

pants, n. pi. (colloq.). (Chiefly U.S). 
trousers; !| (shop) long tight drawers, 
[a.bbr. of pantaloon] 

pan'zer (-tser), a. & n. Armoured (~ 
division, troops); (n. pi., colloq.) ~ troops. 
[G, = armour] 

pap1, n. (arch.). Nipple of woman’s 
breast; corresponding part of man; (pi.) 
conical hilltops side by side. [ME, of 
Scand. orig.; cf. Sw. dial, pappe, papp; 
ult. imit. ] 

pap2, n. Soft or semi-liquid food for in¬ 
fants or invalids; mash, pulp. Hence 

~p'y2 a. [ME, prob. f. MLG, MDu. 
pappe] 

papa' (-ah), n. Father (used chiefly by 
children). [F f. L ; imit. ] 

pap'acy, n. Pope’s (tenure of) office; 
papal system. [ME, f. med. L papatia 
(papa pope, -acy)] 

pap'al, a. Of the pope or his office. Hence 
~ism(3), ~ist(2), nn., ~ize(3) v.t. & i., 
■—-LY2 adv. [ME, f. OF papal f. med. L 
papalis (as prec., see -al)] 

papav'erous, a. Like, allied to, the 
poppy. So papaverA'CEOus (-asbus) a. 
[f. L papaver poppy -f-ous] 

papaw', pawpaw', n. (Fruit of) palm¬ 
like S.-Amer. tree of which stem, leaves, 
& fruit contain a milky juice that makes 
meat tender; *N.-Amer. tree with purple 
flowers & oblong edible fruit. [16th c. 
papayo See., f. Sp., Port, papaya, of Carib. 
orig. ] 

pap'er', n. 1. Substance used for writing, 
printing, drawing, wrapping lip parcels, 
etc., made of interlaced fibres of rags, 
straw, wood, etc.; commit to —, write 
down; put pen to —, begin writing; 
negotiable documents, e.g. bills of ex¬ 
change; (also ~ money) bank-notes etc. 
used as currency, opp. to coin, so ~ cur¬ 
rency (cf. metallic); (si.) free passes to 
theatre etc.; (pi.) documents proving 
person’s or ship’s identity, standing, etc.; 
send in one’s —s, resign; set of questions 
in examination; = news~ ; essay, dis¬ 
sertation, esp. one read to learned society; 
~ tvar(fare) (carried on in books or news- 
~s); on —, hypothetically, to judge from 
statistics, etc., as on — he is the better man, 
so (attrib.) ~ profits (hypothetical). 2.'— 
-bag cookery, method of cooking food of 
various kinds by enclosing it in buttered 
~-ba.g before putting it in moderately 
hot oven; ~-chase, cross-country run in 
which a trail of torn-up ~ is laid by one 
or more runners to set a course for the 
rest; '-'-hangings, wall-'-', ~ for covering 
walls of room etc.; -—hanger, one who 
covers walls with these; ~-knife (of ivory, 
wood, etc., for cutting open leaves of 
book etc.); ~-mill (in which ~ is made); 

<■—stainer, one who stains ~ or makes '— 
-hangings; ~-weight, small heavy object 
for securing loose ~s from being dis¬ 
placed. Hence ~Y2 a. [ME, f. A I’ papir, 
= OF papier f. papyrus] 

pap'er2, v.t. Enclose in paper; decorate 
(wall etc.) with paper; furnish with paper; 
(si.) fill (theatre etc.) by means of free 
passes, [f. prec.] 

papier mache (pap'ya m&sh'a), n. 
Moulded paper pulp used for boxes, trays, 
etc. [F, = chewed paper] 

papiliona'ceous (-yonashus), a. (bot.). 
With corolla, like a butterfly, [f. L papilio 
-amis butterfly, see -aceous] 

papill'a, n. (pi. -ae). Small nipple-like 

For words in pan- not given see PAN-. 
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protuberance in a part or organ of the 
body; (bot.) small fleshy projection on 
plant. Hence or cogn. pap'illARY1, 
pap'illATE2(2), pap'IllosE1, aa. [L, = 
nipple, dim. of papula] 

pap'lst, n. Advocate of papal supremacy; 
Roman Catholic (usu. in hostile or joc. 
sense). Hence papis'tic(AL) aa., papis- 
ticalLY2 adv., ~ry n. [f. F pap-isle, or 
16th-c. I, papista (papa pope, see -1ST)] 

papoose', n. N.-Amer.-Indian young 
child, [native] 

papoosh', -ouche'(-oosh). n.=babottche. 

[f. Pers. paposh (pa foot + pos7i covering)] 
papp'us, n. (bot.). Downy appendage 

on fruit of thistles, dandelions, etc. So 
papposE'1 a. [mod. L, f. Gk pappos] 

pap'rika (-e-), n. Hungarian red pepper. 
[Hungarian] 

pap'ulja, -ul|e,nn. (pl.~ae,~es). Pimple; 
small fleshy projection on plant. Hence 
-^ar1, ~ose'1, ~ors, aa. [L (-la)] 

papyra'ceous (-shits), a. (nat. hist.). Of 
the nature of, thin as, paper, [f. papyrus, 

see -aceous] 

papyro-, comb, form of Gk papuros usu. in 
sense ‘ paper ’, as : ~graph, apparatus for 
copying documents by means of paper- 
-stencil; ~graphy (-5g-), ~type, copying 
processes in which picture etc. is trans¬ 
ferred from paper to zinc plate etc.; 
~logist, ~logy, (-01-), student, study, of 
ancient papyri. 

papyr'us, n. (pi. -ri). Aquatic plant of 
sedge family, paper reed; ancient writing - 
-material prepared by Egyptians etc. 
from stem of this; (with pi.) MS. written 
on this. [ME, f. L, f. Gk papuros] 

pah1, n. Equality, equal footing, esp. on 
a ~ (with); ~ of exchange, recognized 
value of one country’s currency in terms 
of another’s; (of stocks, shares, etc.) at 
~, at face value, above ~, at a premium, 
below ~, at a discount; average or nor¬ 
mal amount, degree, or condition, as on 
a ~, on an average, above, below, up to, ~ ; 
(golf) the number of strokes a scratch 
player should require for a hole or course 
(calculated according to a formula & usu. 
less than the bogey figures). [L, a. & 
n., = equal(ity)] 

pSr'1, n. (colloq.). Paragraph (also pd'ra). 
para- 1 (bef. vowel or h usu. par-), comb, 

form of Gk para, used in wds adopted 
from Gk or formed on Gk models, in 
senses ‘ beside ’, ‘ beyond ’, ‘ wrong, 
irregular ’, esp. in scientific terms; 
~mil'itary a., having a status or function 
ancillary to that of military forces; 
(chem., before a vowel par-) denoting 
modification of substance to whose name 
prefix is attached (paral'dehyde, polymer 
of aldehyde, used as narcotic & remedy 
against insomnia). 

para-2, f. F f. It. para- imperat. of parare 
■ward off, shelter, as parachute, parasol. 

parab'asis, n. (pi. -bases). Part sung by 
chorus in Greek comedy, addressed to 

parados 

audience usu. in the poot’s name. [Gk, f. 
para 1(baino go) go aside, step forward] 

pa'rable, n. Fictitious narrative used to 
typify moral or spiritual relations (the ~s 
of Christ in the Gospels); allegory; (arch.) 
enigmatical saying, proverb; (arch.) take 
up one’s ~, begin to discourse. [ME, f. 
OF parabola, f. LL sense ‘ parable ’ of L 
parabola comparison (foil.)] 

parab'ola, n. Plane curve formed by in¬ 
tersection of cone with plane parallel to 
its side. [f. mod. L f. Gk para1 (bole 
throw, f. ballo) placing side by side, com¬ 
parison ] 

parabbl'|ic(al), aa. 1. (Usu. ~ical) of, 
expressed in, a parable, whence ~ically 

adv. 2. (Usu. ~lc) of, like, a parabola, [f. 
LL f. late Gk parabolikos (as prec., -io) ] 

parab'oloid, n. Solid some of whose plane 
sections are parabolas, esp. (also ~ of 
revolution) that generated by revolution 
of parabola about its axis, [-oid] 

paracli'ronism (-k-), n. Error in chrono¬ 
logy. [f. para- 1 + Gk khronos time + -ISM ] 

pa'rachute (-shoot), n., & v.t. & i. 1. 
Umbrella-like apparatus for descending 
safely from a height, esp. from aircraft, 
(~ flare, one dropped by ~ to illuminate 
target area; ~ mine, large case containing 
explosive dropped from aircraft by ~; 
~ troops, (airborne troops landing by ~); 
natural or artificial contrivance serving 
this purpose. 2. vb. Convey, descend, (as 
if) by means of ~. Hence pa'rachutiST 
(-shoot-) n., user of ~, (pi.) ~ troops. 
[F (para-2-|-chute fall)] 

pa'raclete, n. Advocate (as title of the 
Holy Spirit, see Johnxiv. 16,26, etc.). [ME, 
f. LL f. Gk rARA1(fc(e(os f. kaleo call)] 

parade'1, n. 1. Display, ostentation, esp. 
make a~ o/(one’s virtue etc.); programme 
~ (radio), list of items to be seen or 
heard. 2. Muster of troops for inspection, 
esp. one held regularly at set hours; 
ground used for this. 3. Public square or 
promenade (often as name of street). [F, 
= show, f. Sp. parada & It. parata f. L 
parare prepare, furnish, see -ade] 

parade'2, v.t. & i. Assemble (troops) for 
review or other purpose; display ostenta¬ 
tiously; march through (streets etc.) with 
display; (intr.) march in procession with 
display, [f. prec.] 

pa'radigm (-Im), n. Example, pattern, 
esp. of inflexion of noun, verb, etc. So 
paradigmatic (-lg-) a. [f. LL f. Gk 
paradeigma f. para x(deiknumi show) ] 

pa'radise, n. (Also earthly ~) garden 
of Eden; heaven; region, state, of su¬ 
preme bliss; fool’s ~; park in which 
animals are kept; blrd of ~. Hence or 
cogn. paradisa'ic(AL) [irreg. on Mosaic 
etc.l, paradis'eAN, paradss'iAC(AL), pa- 
x-adis'iAL, paradis'iAN, paradis'ic(AL), 
aa. [ME, f. OF paradis f. LL f. Gk 
parade-isos f. OPers. pairidaeza park (pairi 
around -{-die mould); cf. parvis] 

par'ados (or -do), n. Elevation of earth 
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behind fortified place to secure from 
reverse attexk or fire, esp. the mound 
along back of trench. (F (para-2 +dos 
back f. L dorsum) 1 

pa'radox, n. Statement contrary to re¬ 
ceived opinion ; seemingly absurd though 
perhaps really well-founded statement; 
self-contradictory, essentially absurd, 
statement; person, thing, conflicting 
with preconceived notions of what is 
reasonable or possible; hydrostatic 
Hence or cogn. ~er1(3), ^181(3), ~!cal- 
ity,~y 1, nn., paradox'iCAL a., paradox¬ 
ically2 adv. [f. LL f. Gk paradoxon neut. 
adj. (para-1 +doxa opinion)] 

paradox'ure, n. Palm-cat, animal with 
remarkably long curving tail. [i. Gk 
paradoxos (see prec.) +oura tail] 

pa'raffin, n., & v.t. Colourless tasteless 
inodorous oily & w'axv substance got by 
distillation from petroleum & shale & 
used for making candles etc. (~ wax, solid 
~ obtained by distillation from petro¬ 
leum ; liquid ~, odourless tasteless mild 
laxative); I! (also ~ oil) oil so obtained 
& used as illuminant or lubricant; (v.t.) 
treat with [G (1830), f. L parum little 
+ affinis, from small affinity it has for 
other bodies ] 

paragS'ge (-ji), n. (gram.). Addition of 
letter or syllable to a w*ord. Hence 
parago'gic a. [LL, f. Gk paragoge lead¬ 
ing past (para- 1 4- agoge f. ago lead) ] 

pa'ragon, n., & v.t. Model of excellence; 
supremely excellent person or thing, 
model (of virtue etc.); perfect diamond of 
more than 100 carats; (v.t., poet.) com¬ 
pare (thing with), [obs. F (mod. paran- 
gone) f. It. paragone, f. med. Gk parakone 
whetstone] 

pa'ragraph ( ahf, -df), n., & v.t. 1. 
Distinct passage or section in book etc., 
marked by indentation of first line; sym¬ 
bol (usu. K ) formerly used to mark new 
~, now as reference mark; detached 
item, of news etc. in newspaper, freq. 
without heading, whence —er1^), ~ist(3), 
^y1, nn. 2. v.t. Write ~ about (person, 
thing), arrange, (article etc.) in ~s. Hence 
paragraphic a., paragraph'iCALLY adv. 
[f. F paragraphs f. med. L f. Gk para1- 
(graphos f. grapho write) short stroke 
marking break in sense] 

pa'raguay (-gwa, -gwi), d. = mate. [name 
of S.-Amer. river &. republic] 

parallel! (ot'ropism, n. Tendency in 
plants to turn leaves parallel to incidence 
of light-rays. So ~otrop'ic a. [para-1 -+ 
HELIOTROPISM ] 

pa'rakeet, pa'roquet (-kfit), n. Small 
(esp. long-tailed) kinds of parrot, [f. obs. F 
paroquet (mod. perro-), — It. parro-, 
perrochetto; perh. ult. f. Pierrot dim. of 
Pierre Peter; see parrot ] 

pa'rakite, n. 1. Kite acting like para¬ 
chute. 2. Tailless kite for scientific pur¬ 
poses. [I. f. parachute + kite. 2. para-1] 

paralip'sis, -leip'sis (-11-), n. Trick of 

securing emphasis by professing to omit 
all mention of subject, e.g. I say nothing 
of his antecedents, how from youth upwards 
etc. [f. LL f. Gk para l(leipsis f. leipd 
leave) passing over] 

pa'rall ax, n. (Angular amount of) ap¬ 
parent displacement of object, caused by 
actual change of point of observation. So 
~ac'tic a. [f. F parallaxe f. Gk parallaxis 
change f. parallasso (para- 1 -{-allasso)} 

pa'rallel1, a. & n. 1. (Of lines etc.) con¬ 
tinuously equidistant, (of line) having 
this relation to; ~ bars, pair of ~ bars sup¬ 
ported on posts for gymnastic exercises; 
~ ruler, two rulers connected by pivoted 
cross-pieces, for drawing —- lines; (fig.) 
precisely similar, analogous, or corre¬ 
sponding. 2. n. ~ (of latitude), each of 
the ~ circles marking degrees of latitude 
on earth’s surface in map, as the 49th ~; 
(mil.) trench ~ to general face of works 
attacked ; person, thing, precisely ana¬ 
logous to another; ~ position; compari¬ 
son, as draw a ~ between (two things); 
two ~ lines (I!) as reference mark. [f. F 
paralUle f. L f. Gk parallslos (para- 1 + alle- 
lovs one another)] 

pa'rallel2, v.t. (-1-). Represent as similar, 
compare, (things, one with another); find, 
mention, something parallel or corre¬ 
sponding to; be parallel, correspond, to. 
[f. prec.] 

parallelepiped (or -epip'id), n. Solid 
contained by parallelograms, [f. Gk 
pa.rallelepipedon, as parallel1 +EPi(pedon 
ground) plane surface] 

pa'rallelism, n. Being parallel (lit. or 
fig.); comparison or correspondence of 
successive passages, esp. in Hebrew 
poetry, [f. Gk parallelismos f. parallelizo 
place side by side (as parallel1, see -ize] 

parallel'ogram, n. Four-sided rectilineal 
figure whose opposite sides are parallel; 
~ of forces, (~ illustrating) theorem that 
if two forces acting at a point be repre¬ 
sented in magnitude & direction by two 
sides of a ~, their resultant is represented 
by a diagonal drawn from that point, [f. 
F parallelogramme f. LL f. Gk parallelo- 
grammon (as parallel 1 + gramme line) ] 

paral'ogiism, n. Illogical reasoning (esp. 
of which reasoner is unconscious, cf. 
sophism); fallacy. So ~ize(2) v.i. [f. F 
paralogisme f. LL f. Gk paralogismos 
f. paralogizomai f. para 1(logos reason) 
contrary to reason] 

pa'ralysle (-z), v.t. Affect with paralysis; 
(fig.) render powerless, cripple. Hence 
~a'tion n. [app. f. F paralyser, as foil.; 
Cf. ANALYSE] 

paral'ysis, n. Nervous affeotion marked 
by impairment or loss of motor or sensory 
function of nerves; (fig.) state of utter 
powerlessness. [L, f. Gk paralusis f. 
paral(lud loose) disable] 

paralyt'lic, a. & n. (Person) affected with 
paralysis (lit. or fig.); (si.) very drunk. 
Hence ~ically adv. [ME, f. OF para- 
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lytique f. L f. Gk paralutikos (as prec., 
see -ic)] 

para|magn5t'ic, a. Capable of being 
attracted by poles of magnet (of. diamag¬ 

netic). So ~mag'netiSM n. [para-1-]- 

MAGNETIO 1 

paramatt'a, n. Light dress fabric of 
merino wool & silk or cotton, [f. Parra¬ 

matta, town in New S. Wales] 
param'eter, n. (math.). Quantity con¬ 
stant in case considered, but varying in 
different cases, [f. para- 1 + Gk metron 

measure] 
pa'ramo, n. (pl.~s). High treeless plateau 
in tropical parts of S. America, [f. Sp. & 
Pg. paramo f. L param.us] 

paramount, a. Supreme; lord, lady, ~ 
(in supreme authority); pre-eminent, as 
of ~ importance-, superior (to). Hence 
~CY n., ~ly2 adv. [f. AF paramonl f. OF 
par by +■ amonl above f. L ad rnonlem to 
the hill] 

pa'ramoar (-oor), n. (rhet.). Illicit part¬ 
ner of married man or woman. [ME, f. 
OF par amour by love] 

par'ang (pahr-), n. Malay heavy sheath- 
-knife. [Malay ] 

paranoi'a, -noe'a (-nea), n. Mental de¬ 
rangement, esp. when marked by delu¬ 
sions of grandeur, persecution, etc. 
Hence paranoi'AC a. & n. [Gk (-noia) f. 
para '(noosmind) distracted ] 

pa'rapet, n. Low wall at edge of balcony, 
roof, etc., or along sides of bridge etc.; 
(mil.) defence of earth or stone to conceal 
& protect troops, esp. mound along front 
of trench (cf. parados). Hence ~ed2 a. 
[f. F. or It. para 2(petlo breast f. L pectus)] 

pa'raph, n. Flourish after a signature, 
orig. as precaution against forgery, [f. 
OF paraphe f. med. L paraphus for para- 

graphus paragraph] 

paraphehnal'ia, n. pi. Personal belong¬ 
ings ; mechanical accessories, appoint¬ 
ments, etc.; (formerly) articles of personal 
property that law allowed married woman 
to keep & treat as her own. [med. L, neut. 
pi. adj. f. LL f. Gk ¥ARAl(pherna f. pherne 

dower), see -al] 

pa'raphrase (-z), n.,& v.t. 1. Free render¬ 
ing or amplification of a passage, expres¬ 
sion of its sense in other words; any of a 
collection of metrical ~s of passages of 
Scripture used in Church of Scotland etc. 
2. v.t. Express meaning of (passage) in 
other words. So paraphras'tic a., para- 
phras'tiCALi.Y adv. [(n.) F, or f. L f. Gk 
paraphrasis f. para 1(phrazo tell); (vb) f. 
F paraphraser] 

paraple'glia, n. Paralysis of lower limbs 
& part or whole of trunk. So ~ic a. [Gk 
(-e-) f. para‘(pleg- strike)] 

pa'rasang, n. Ancient-Persian measure 
of length, about 31 miles, [f. L (-ga) f. Gk 
parasagges, of Pers. orig.] 

paraselen'e, n. (pi. -ae). Bright spot on 
lunar halo, mock-moon, [para- 1 -1- Gk 
selene moon ] 

Ff 

parcener 

pa'rasitle, n. Interested hanger-on, 
toady; animal, plant, living in or upon 
another & drawing nutriment directly 
from it (cf. commensal, symbiosis); (loosely) 
plant that climbs about another plant, 
wall, etc. Hence or cogn. parasit'ic(AL) 
aa„ ~ism(2), ~ol'ogy, nn. [f. L f. Gk 
para 1(sitos food) ] 

parasit'icide, n. Agent that destroys 
parasites, [as prec. + -cide] 

pa'rasitize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Infest as a 
parasite (chiefly in p.p.). [as prec. +-ize] 

parasol' (or pfi/r-), n. Sunshade. [F, f. It. 
para 2(sole sun f. L sol) ] 

parasyn'thesis, n. (philol.). Derivation 
from a compound. So parasynthet'ic a. 
[PARA- 1 -F SYNTHESIS ] 

paratax'is, n. (gram.). Placing of clauses 
etc. one after another, without words to 
indicate co-ordination or subordination. 
So paratac'tic a., paratac'tiCAi.LY adv. 
[f. Gk para 1(taxis arrangement f. tasso)] 

pa'ratroopls, n. pi. Airborne troops 
landing by parachute (~er, one of these). 
[PARA(CHUTE) TROOP] 

paratyph'oid, n. Kinds of fever resem¬ 
bling typhoid, but caused by different 
bacteria, [para -1 ] 

pa'ravane, n. Torpedo-shaped device 
towed at a depth regulated by its vanes 
or planes to cut the moorings of sub¬ 
merged mines. [para-2] 

pa? avion (fivyawiT), phr. By airmail. [F, 
= by aeroplane] 

parb'oil, v.t. Boil partially; (fig.) over¬ 
heat. [ME, f. OF parboillir f. LL per- 
(bullire boil) boil thoroughly, by confus. 
w. part ] 

parb'uckle, n., & v.t. 1. Hope for raising 
or lowering casks & cylindrical objects, 
the middle being secured at the upper 
level, & both ends passed under & round 
the object & then hauled or let slowly 
out. 2. v.t. Raise (up) or lower (down) 

thus. [17th c. -unkle, orig. unkn.l 
pah'cel1, n. & adv. 1. (Arch.) part, esp. 
part1 & ~; piece of land, esp. as part 
of estate; goods etc. wrapped up in single 
package; ~ post, branch of postal service 
concerned with ~s; (commerc.) quantity 
dealt with in one transaction. 2. adv. 
(arch.). Partly, as ~ blind, drunk-, ~ gilt, 

partly gilded, esp. (of eup etc.) with inner 
surface gilt. [ME, f. OF parcelle f. Rom. 
*particella, dim. as particle] 

pah'cel2, v.t. (-11-). Divide (usu. out) into 
portions; (naut.) cover (caulked seam) 
with canvas strips & pitch, wrap (rope) 
with canvas strips, [f. prec. ] 

pSr'celling, n. In vbl senses, esp. (naut.) 
strip of canvas, usu. tarred, for binding 
round rope, [-ing1] 

pSh'cenary, n. Joint heirship, [f. AF 
parcenarie -= OF parQonerie (a.s foil., see 
-ERY) ] 

pat'cener, n. Coheir. [ME, f. AF, = OF 
parconier f. med. L parti(ti)onarius (parti¬ 
tion, -er2)] 

881 

5813 



parch 882 parish 

p£rch, v.t. & i. Roast (pease etc.)slightly; 
(of sun, thirst, etc.) make (earth, person, 
etc.) hot & dry; become hot & dry. [ME 
perch, parche, of unkn. orig. ] 

pdrch'ment, n. Skin, esp. of sheep or 
goat, prepared for writing, painting, etc.; 
manuscript on this; ~-like skin, esp. husk 
of coffee-bean. Hence~Y2 a. [ME, f. OF 
parchemin f. Rom. *particaminum, blend¬ 
ing LL pergamina of Pergamum w. 
Parthica pelles Parthian skin] 

|! pard1, n. (arch.). Leopard. [ME, f. OF, 
f. L f. Gk pardos] 

•paid2, n. (sh). Partner, [abbr. ] 
patd'onn. Forgiveness; (eccl.) = in¬ 
dulgence, festival at which this is 
granted ; (law) remission of legal conse¬ 
quences of crime; general ~ (for offences 
generally, or to number of persons not 
named individually); courteous forbear¬ 
ance, esp. I beg your ~ (apology for thing 
done, for dissent or contradiction, or for 
not hearing or understanding what was 
said). [ME & OF perdun, pardon f. 
pcrduner, see foil.] 

pabd'on2, v.t. Forgive (person, offence, 
person his offence); make allowance for, 
excuse, (person, fault, person for doing). 

So ~able a., ~ableNESs n., ~abLY2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF pardoner f. med. L YKR{donare 

give) concede, remit] 
pard'oner, n. (hist.). Person licensed to 
sell papal pardons or indulgences. 
[PARDON1 +-ER 2 J 

pare, v.t. Trim (thing) by cutting away 
irregular parts etc.; cut away skin, rind, 
etc. of (fruit etc.); ~ (nails etc.) to the 

quick (so deep as to reach sensitive parts); 
(fig.) diminish little by little (often away, 

dov;n); shave, cut, off,-a/way, (edges etc.). 
Hence par,ER1(2), par'iNGl(l, 2), nn. 
[ME, f. OF parer f. L parare prepare] 

parego'ric, a. & n. ~ (elixir), camphor¬ 
ated tincture of opium flavoured with 
aniseed & benzoic acid. [f. LL f. Gk 
paregorikos soothing (para-1 + -agoros 

speaking f. agora assembly)] 
pareir'a (-ara), n. Drug from root of 

Brazilian shrub, used in urinary dis¬ 
orders. [f. Port, parreira vine trained 
against wall ] 

paren'chymja (-ngk-), n. (Anat.) proper 
substance of gland, organ, etc., as dis¬ 
tinguished from flesh & connective tissue; 
(hot.) tissue of cells of about equal length 
& breadth placed side by side (cf. pros- 
enchyma), usu. soft & succulent, found 
esp. in softer parts of leaves, pulp of 
fruits, etc. Hence ~al, parenchym'a- 
tous, aa., (-ngk-). [f. Gk paregkhuma some¬ 
thing poured in beside ( para- 1 +egkhuma 

f. egkhxo pour in f. en in +khed pour)] 
par'ent, n. Father or mother; forefather, 
esp. our first Adam & Eve; animal, 
plant, from which others are derived, 
(often attrib., as the ~ bird, tree); (fig.) 
source, origin, (of evils etc.). So parent 
tAL a., paren'talLY2 adv., —hood (-t-h-) 

n. [ME, f. OF f. L parens (parire beget, 
see -ent)] 

par'entage, n. Descent from parents, 
lineage, as his~ is unknmen. [F, as prec., 
see -age 1 

paren'thesis, n. (pi. -theses). Word, 
clause, sentence, inserted into a passage 
to which it is not grammatically essen¬ 
tial, and usu. marked off by brackets, 
dashes, or commas; (sing, or pi.) round 
brackets ( ) used for this; (fig.) interlude, 
interval. [LL, f. Gk parenthesis f. pa.re.n- 

tithemi put iu beside (para- 1 + en-(2) 

-I- tithemi place) ] 
paren'tbesize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Insert 

(words etc., or abs.) as parenthesis; put 
between marks of parenthesis, [f. prec., 
see -ize ] 

parenthet'ic, a. Of, inserted as a, paren¬ 
thesis; (fig.) interposed. So ~al a., 
~alLY2 adv. [f. med. L parenthetievs (as 
parenthesis, see -ETIC)] 

par€rg'on, n. (pi. -erna). By-work, wmrk 
apart from one’s main employment. [L, 
f. Gk parergon (para-1 + ergon work)] 

pa'resis, n. (med.). Partial paralysis, 
affecting muscular motion but not sensa¬ 
tion. So parET'io a. [f. Gk paresis f. 
pa.riemi let go (para-1 +hienri let go)] 

par excellence (seeAp.), adv. By virtue 
of special excellence, above all others that 
may be so called, as Mayfair was the 

fashionable quarter [F] 
par'get (-]-), v.t., & n. 1. Plaster (wall 
etc.). 2. n. Plaster. [ME, f. OF, f. (w. 
confus. of pref.) OF porgeter (porget) in 
same sense, f. pour- pro- +jeter throw] 

parhel'lion (-lyon), n. (pi. ~icr.). Spot on 
solar halo at which light is intensified, 
mock sun. Hence ~i'acal, ~ic, aa. [f. L 
t. Gk parelion (para-1 + hellos sud)] 

par'iah (or pa-), n. Member of a low caste 
in S. India; member of low or no caste; 
(fig.) social outcast; ~-dng, vagabond dog 
of low breed in India etc. [f. Tamil parai- 

yar• pi. of paraiyan drummer (paraidrum)] 
Par'ian, a. & n. 1. Of the island of Paros, 
famed for wThite marble. 2. n. Fine white 
kind of porcelain, [f. L Parius of Paro3 
-f-AN] 

pari'etal, a. Of the wall of the body or of 
any of its cavities; ~ bones, pair forming 
part of sides & top of skull; (hot.) of the 
wall of a hollow structure etc. [f. F, or 
LL parietalis (paries -etis wall, see -al)] 

pari mut'uCl (pahre), n. Form of betting 
in which winners divide losers’ stakes 
(less a percentage for management). [F, = 
mutual stake ] 

par'i piSss'u. adv. With equal pace; 
simultaneously & equally. [L] 

Pa'ris, n. Capital of France; ~ blue, 

kinds of pigment; ~ doll, dressmaker’s 
lay figure; ~ green, poisonous chemical 
used os pigment & insecticide; ~ while, 
fine whiting used in polishing, 

pa'rlsh, n. Subdivision of county, having 
its own church & clergyman; || (also civil 
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~) district constituted for administration 
of Poor law etc., as go on the receive 
parochial relief; the inhabitants of a ~; 
~ cleric, official performing various duties 
connected with thechurch, esp. (formerly) 
leading responses; || ~ council, local ad¬ 
ministrative body in rural civil ~; ~ 
lantern ; ~ register, book recording 
christenings, marriages, & burials, at ~ 
church. [ME paroche, -osse, f. OF 
paroche, -oisse f. LL parochia, -ocia, f. 
Gk paroikia district round (a church) 
f. paroikos (para- 1 + -oikos -dwelling f. 
oiked dwell)] 

parish'ioner (-sho-), n. Inhabitant of 
parish, [f. ME (obs.) parishen (f. OF 
paroissien, as prec. +-ien = -ian) 4- -er1 ] 

Pari'sian (-zhyan), a. & n. (Native, 
inhabitant) of Paris, [f. F parisien f. med. 
L parisianus (Parisii Paris, see -an)] 

parisyllab'Ic, a. (Of Gk & L nouns) 
having same number of syllables in nomi¬ 
native as in oblique cases of singular, [f. 
L par equal + syllabic] 

pa'rity, n. Equality, esp. among mem¬ 
bers or ministers of church; parallelism, 
analogy, as ~ of reasoning; (commerc.) 
equivalence in another currency, being at 

par1, [f. F parity or LL parilas (par1, 
-ty)] 

paTk1, n. 1. Large enclosed piece of 
ground, usu. with woodland & pasture, 
attached to country house etc.; enclosure 
in town ornamentally laid out for public 
recreation; large tract of land kept in 
natural state for public benefit. 2. (Space 
occupied by) artillery, stores, etc., in 
encampment; area assigned for rnotor- 
-cars etc. to wait in. 3. Oyster—, enclosed 
area for oyster-breeding, overflowed by 
sea at high tide. Hence ~'ish1 a. [ME, 
f. OF pare f. Rom. *parricus, whence 
OHG pferrih, OE pearroc (see paddock1)] 

park2, v.t. Enclose (ground) in or as park; 
(mil.) arrange (artillery etc.) compactly 
in a park; leave (car etc.) in park; (colloq.) 
deposit and leave; ~ing-mcter, coin- 
-operatod meter that charges for car ~ed 
at side of street, [f. prec. ] 

park'a, n. Skin jacket with hood at¬ 
tached, worn by Eskimos. [Aleutian] 

II PSTk'huJ-st, n. ~ (prison), a convict 
prison, [place] 

|| park'in, n. (dial.). Cake of oatmeal & 
treacle, [perh. f. name P~] 

Parkinson's law. See law1. 
|| p£lk'y, a. (si.). Chilly (of air, morning, 
etc.), [orig. unkn.] 

parl'ance, n. Way of speaking, as in 

common, legal, etc., ~. [f. AF & OF, f. 
parler speak f. Rom. *paraidare f. 
*parabolare f. L parabola (in LL speech, 
whence Rom. *paraula word, F parole) ; 
see -ance] 

Parl'einent (-mahh), n. (hist.). French 
judicial court (abolished 1792). [F] 

Ptirlernentaire' (-mahntar), n. Bearer of 
a flag of truce. [F] 

pSrl'ey n. (pi. ~s). Conference for debat¬ 
ing of points in dispute, esp. (mil.) discus¬ 
sion of terms, as beat, sound, a ~, call for 
it by drum or trumpet, [f. foil., or obs. F 
parlee (p.p.), or F parler; see parlance] 

parl'ey2, y.i. & t. Discuss terms (with 

enemy etc.); speak (esp. foreign language), 
[f. proctor F parler (prec.)] 

palleyvob' (-Iiv-), n., & v.i. (joc.). 1. 
French; Frenchman. 2. v.i. Speak 
French, [f. F parlez-vovs (frangais)? do 
you speak (French) ? ] 

pShl'iament (-lam-), n. 1. Council forming 
with the Sovereign the supreme legisla¬ 
ture of United Kingdom, consisting of 
House of Lords (Spiritual & Temporal) & 
House of Commons (representatives of 
counties, cities, etc.); (of Sovereign) open 

P~, declare it open with ceremonial; 
corresponding legislative assembly in 
other countries; the P~ Act, that of 1911 
depriving the Lords of their veto on money 
bills & making their veto on other bills 
merely suspensory; long1 P~ (met Nov. 
3rd, 1640, dissolved March 1660); Short 
P~ (sat from Apr. 13 to May 6, 1640). 2. 
(Also -—cake) thin crisp cake of ginger¬ 
bread. [ME, f. OF parlement speaking (as 
parlance, see -ment)] 

pfihliamentar'ian (-lam-), n. & a. 1. 
Skilled debater in parliament; adherent 
of Parliament in Civil War of 17th c. 
2. adj. = foil, [foil., -an] 

parliamen'tary ( lam-), a. Of parliament 
(old ~ hand1); || ~ agent (chargod with 
interests of party concerned in pri¬ 
vate legislation of Parliament); enacted, 
established, by Parliament; || ~ train 

(formerly carrying passengers at rate not 
above Id. per mile); (of language) ad¬ 
missible in Parliament, (colloq.) civil. 
[-ARY 1 ] 

paH'our (-1 er), n. Ordinary sitting-room 
of family in private house; room in inn 
for private conversation; ~ boarder, 

boarding-school pupil living in principal’s 
family; car, luxuriously fitted railway 
coach; || ~maid, maid who waits at 
table. [ME & AF parlur, OF parleor, f. 
parler (see parlance, -ory)] 

pSH'ous, a. & adv. (arch., joc.). Perilous; 
hard to deal with; surprisingly clever 
etc.; (adv.) extremely. [ME, = perilous] 

P£irnesan' (-z-), a. & n. ~ (cheese), kind 
of cheese made at Parma & elsewhere. 
[F, f. It. parmegiano of Parma] 

PaVnass'l’js, n. Mountain in central 
Greece, anciently sacred to Muses; grass 

of~, white-flowered plant found in bogs. 
So ~ian a. & n., (esp., member) of a later 
19th-c. school of French poets. [L, f. Gk 
Pama(s)sos] 

Parn'ell|ism, n. Policy of Irish Eome- 
-Rule party led by O. S. Parnell from 1880 
to 1891. So~lTE1n. [-ism] 

paroch'ial (-k-), a. Of a parish; (fig., of 
affairs otc.) confined to narrow area. 
Hence ~ism, pardchial'rrY, nn., ~ize(3) 
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v.t., ~ly2 adv., (-k-). [ME, f. AF & OF, 
f. LL parochialis (as parish, see -ai,) ] 

pa'rodly, n., & v.t. 1. Composition in 
which an author’s characteristics are 
ridiculed by imitation; feeble imitation, 
travesty. 2. v.t. Make (literary work, 
manner, etc.) ridiculous by imitation. So 
~ist(3) n. [f. F parodie or L f. Gk par- 
oidia (I’ARA-1 -\-6ide ode)] 

parole', n., & v.t. 1. (Also ~ of honour, 
F ~ d’honneur pr. ddndr') word of honour, 
esp. (mil.) prisoner’s promise that he 
will not attempt escape, or will return 
to custody if liberated, or will refrain 
from taking up arms against captors for 
stated period; on ~, (liberated) on this 
understanding; (mil.) password used 
only by officers or inspectors of guard (cf. 
countersign). 2. v.t. Put (prisoner) 
on~. [F, = word; see parlance] 

paronomas'ia (-zyo,, -sic), n. Word-play, 
pun. [L, f. Gk paronomasia (para-1 + 
onomasia f. onomazd f. onoma name)] 

paroquet. See parakeet. 
parot'id, a. & n. 1. Situated near the ear, 

esp. ~ gland (in front of ear, with ~ duct, 

opening into mouth). 2. n. ~ gland, [f. F 
parotide or L f. Gk pardtis, -idos (para- 1 -F 
ous otos ear)] 

parotit'is, n. Mumps, [f. prec. + -itis] 

pa'roxysm, n. Fit of disease; fit (of 

rage, laughter, etc.). Hence paroxys- 
rriAL (-zm-) a. [f. F paroxysme or med. L 
f. Gk paroxusmos f. paroxuno exasperate 
(para-1 -t-oxuno sharpen f. oxus sharp)] 

parox'ytone, a. & n. (Gk gram.). (Word) 
with acute accent on last syllable but 
one. [f. Gk paroxulonos (para-1 poxy- 

tone)] 

parp'en, n. Stone passing through wall 
from side to side, with two smooth verti¬ 
cal faces. [ME, f. OF parpain of unkn. 
orig. ] 

pffr'quet (-kit), n., & v.t. 1, Wooden 
flooring of pieces of wood, often of 
different kinds, arranged in pattern. 
2. v.t. Floor (room) thus. So ~R\T(1) n. 
[F, = small compartment, floor, dim. of 
pare park] 

pSbr, par, n. Young salmon. [Sc., orig. 
unkn. ] 

pa'rri|cide, n. 1. One who murders his 
father or near relative or one whose per¬ 
son is held sacred; person guilty of treason 
against his country. 2. Any of these 
crimes. So~cid'AL a. [F, orf. L (1) parri- 

cida (2) -cidium; see -cide] 

pa'rrot, n., & v.t. Kinds of birds, of 
which many species have beautiful plum¬ 
age, & some can be taught to repeat 
words; person who repeats another’s 
words or imitates his actions unintelli- 
gently; (v.t.) repeat (words, or abs.) 
mechanically, drill (person etc.) to do 
this, whence ~ry(4) n.; ~-fish, kinds 
with brilliant colouring or mouth like ~’a 
bill. [prob. f. obs. & dial. F perrot parrot, 
dim. of Pierre Peter; cf. parakeet] 

pa'rry, v.t., & n. 1. Ward off, avert, 
(weapon, blow, awkward question). 2. n. 
Warding off. [repr. F parez, imper. of parer 

f. It. parare ward off ] 
parse (-z, -s), v.t. Describe (word) gram¬ 
matical^, stating inflexion, relation to 
sentence, etc.; resolve (sentence) into its 
component parts & describe them. [f. 
ME (obs.) f. OF pars, pi. of part part1, or 
f. L pars] 

pfR's'ec, n. Unit of stellar distances, the 
distance at which a star would have 
a parallax of one second of arc, i.e. at 
which the mean radius of the earth’s 
orbit subtends this angle, [f. par(allax) 
+ SEC(OND)] 

Pcfrsee', n. 1. Adherent of zoroastrian- 
ism, descendant of Persians who fled to 
India from Mohammedan persecution in 
7th & 8th cc., whence ~is.m(3) n. 2. Lan¬ 
guage of Persia under Sassanian kings, 
[f. Pers. Parsi Persian (Pars Persia)] 

pars'imlony, n. Carefulness in employ¬ 
ment of money etc. or (fig.) of immaterial 
things; stinginess; law of ~cmy (that no 
more causes or forces should be assumed 
than are necessary to account for the 
facts). So ~on'ious a., ~5n'iousLY2 adv. 
~on'iousNESS n. [f. L parsimonia, parci- 

(parcere pars- spare, see -mony)] 
pars'ley, n. Biennial umbelliferous plant 
with white flowers & aromatic leaves, 
used for seasoning & garnishing dishes; 
~ fern (with leaves like ~). [ME persil 

etc. f. OF peresil f. Rom.. *petrosilium f. L 
f. Gk petroselinon (petra rock + selinon 

parsley); OE petersdic, ME pctrosilye dir. 
f. Rom.] 

pabs'nip, n. (Plant with yellow flowers 
&) pale yellow root used as culinary vege¬ 
table; fine words butter2 no ~s. [ME 
passenep (w. assim. to nep turnip) f. OF 
pasimie f. L pastinaca] 

pSbs'on, n. Rector; vicar or any bene¬ 
fited clergyman; (colloq.) any clergyman; 
—bird. New Zealand bird with dark 
plumage & white neck; ~’s nose, rump 
of fowl etc. Hence pafson'ic a. [ME 
person(e), parson f. OF persons f. L 
persona person, (med. L) rector] 

pats'onage, n. Rector’s or other incum¬ 
bent’s house. [ME personage, parsonage, 
f. OF (preo. -F-age)] 

pSIt1, n. & adv. 1. Some but not all of a 
thing or number of things, as (a) ~ of it 

was spoilt, (a) ~ of them have arrived, (a) 

great part of this is true, most ~ (the 
majority) of them failed. 2. Division of 
books etc., esp. as much as is issued at 
one time. 3. Portion of animal body; the 

(privy) ~s. 4. Each of several equal 
portions of a whole, as three ~s (quarters), 
1.9 ~s (twentieths), lake 3 ~s of sugar, 5 of 

flour, 2 of ground rice, etc. 5. Portion 
allotted, share, esp. have neither ~ nor lot 

(no concern) in; art2 c& ~; person’s share 
in action, his duty, as I have done my ~, 
it was not my ~ to interfere. 6. Character 
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assigned to actor on stage; words spoken 
by actor on stage; copy of these; (fig.) 
play a noble, an unworthy, ~, behave 
nobly etc.; play a act deceitfully. 7. 
(mus.). Melody assigned to particular 
voice or instrument. 8. pi. (arch.). Abili¬ 
ties, as a man of (good) ~s. 9. pi. Region 
(a stranger in these ~s). 10. Side in 
dispute. 11, ~ <-£• parcel, essential ~; 
~ of speech, each of the grammatical 
classes of words (noun, adjective, pro¬ 
noun, verb, adverb, preposition, conjunc¬ 
tion, interjection); for the most ~, in most 
cases, mostly; take ~, assist (in doing, in 
discussion etc.); take the ~ of, support, 
back up; for my ~, as far as I am con¬ 
cerned ; in partly; take (words, action) 
in good ~, not be offended at; on the ~ of, 
proceeding from, done etc. by, as there 
was no objection cm my ~; ~-owner, one 
who owns in common with others; ~- 
-song, song with three or more voice¬ 
's, freq. without accompaniment, & 
harmonic rather than contrapuntal in 
character; ~ time, less than full time; 
'—timer (colloq.), ~-time worker. 12. adv. 
In ~, partly (made ~ of iron & ~ of wood; 

a lie that is ~ truth). [ME, f. OF part f. L 
pars partis; in OE dir. f. L ] 

patt2, v.t. & i. 1. Divide (t.&i.) into parts, 
as the crowd ~ed & let him through, an 
islet ~s the stream, the cord ~ed (broke). 
2. Separate (hair of head) with comb; 
separate (combatants, friends, etc.); ~ 
company, dissolve companionship (with); 
~ brass rags with. 3. Quit one another’s 
company, as let us ~ friends, the best of 
friends must ~; ~ from or with, say good¬ 
bye to; ~ vnth, give up, surrender, 
(property etc.). 4. (colloq.). ~ with one’s 
money, pay, (if I know him, he won’t ~). 
5. (arch.). Distribute (thing) in shares. 
[ME, f. OF parlir f. L partiri (prec.)] 

partake', v.t. & i. (-took, -taken). Take a 
share in; take a share (in or of tiling, with 
person); take, esp. eat or drink some or 
(colloq.) all of, as he partook of our lowly 
fare, partook of a bun; have some (of 
quality etc.), as his manner ~.s of insolence. 
[10th c., back form. f. partaker, partaking 
= part-taker etc. ] 

|| part'an, n. (Sc.). Crab. [Celt.] 
parterre' (-tar), n. Level space in garden 

occupied by flower-beds; part of ground- 
-floor of auditorium of theatre, behind 
orchestra. [F, = par terre on the ground] 

parthenolgen'esis, n. (biol.). Reproduc¬ 
tion without sexual union. So ~genET'ic 
a. [f. Gk parlhenos virgin ] 

Parth'ian, a. Of Parthia, ancient king¬ 
dom of \V. Asia; ~ shaft, glance, etc., 
remark, glance, etc., reserved for the 
moment of departure, like missile shot 
backwards by flying ~ horseman, [-an] 

parti (patte'), n. Person regarded as 
eligible etc. in the marriage market (is 

quite a, a desirable, an unsuitable, ~); ~ 
pris (pre), preconceived view, bias. [F] 

pdh'tial (-shl), a. & n. 1. Biased, unfair; 
~ to, having a liking for (person, thing); 
forming only a part, not complete, as 
a ~ success; ~ eclipse (in which part only 
of the luminary is covered or darkened). 
2. n. (mus.). A ~ note; upper ~s, higher 
notes more faintly heard than main note 
produced from string, pipe, etc. Hence 
~ly2 (-shra-) adv. [ME, f. OF parcial f. 
LL partialis (ns part1, see -al)] 

pabtial'ity (-shl-), n. Bias, favouritism; 
fondness (for). [ME, f. OF parcialite f. 
med. L partialitas (as prec., see -ty)] 

pabt'ible, a. That can or must be divided 
(among; esp. of heritable property), [f. 
LL partibilis f. L as part2, -ible] 

parti'ciplate, v.t. & i. Have share in 
(thing with person); have share (in thing 
with person); have something of, as his 

poems ~ale of the nature of satire. So~ant, 
pfibticipA'TlON, ~atOR, nn. [f. L parti- 

cipare (as part1 +cip- — cap- st. of capere 
take)] 

pabt'iciple, n. Verbal adjective qualify¬ 
ing noun but retaining some properties of 
verb, e.g. tense & government of object. 
So ~d (-Id), pabticip'iAL, aa., pdhti- 
cip'ialLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF, by-form of 
participe f. L participium (as prec.)] 

part'icle, n. Minute portion of matter; 
smallest possible amount, as has not a ~ 
of sense; minor part of speech, esp. short 
indeclinable one; common prefix or suf¬ 
fix such as un-, out-, -ness, -ship. [ME, f. 
L particula (part ', -cube) ] 

pabt'icoloured, pabt'y-, (-iilerd), a. 
Partly of one colour, partly of another, 
[f. party2] 

partic'ular, a. & n. 1. Relating to one as 
distinguished from others, special; P~ 
Baptists, body holding doctrines of ~ 
election & ~ redemption (i.e. of only some 
of the human race); (log., of a proposi¬ 
tion) in wThich something is predicated of 
some, not all, of a class (opp. universal); 

one considered apart from others, in¬ 
dividual, as this ~ tax is no worse than 

others; worth notice, special, as took ~ 
trouble, for no ~ reason; minute, as full <£• 

~ account; scrupulously exact; fastidious 
(about, what or as to what one eats etc.); 
in ~, especially, as mentioned one case in 
~. 2. n. Detail, item; (pi.) detailed 
account. Hence or cogn. ~ity (-a'r-) n., 
~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF particuler f. L 
particularis (as particle, see -ar1)] 

partic'ular|ism, n. Doctrine of particu¬ 

lar election or redemption; exclusive de¬ 
votion to a party, sect, etc.; principle 
of leaving political independence to 
each State in an empire etc. So ~ist n. 
[f. F -isme or G -ismus: see -ism ] 

partic'ulariz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Name 
specially or one by one, specify, (often 
abs.). Hence ~a'tion n. [f. F pariicu- 

lariser (as particular, see -ize)] 

pdrt'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp.: leave- 
-taking (often attrib., as ~ injunctions); 
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dividing line of combed hair; ~ of the 
ways, point at which road divides into 

two or more (often fig. of choice between 

courses), [-ing1] 

partisan'1 (-z-). -zan, (or pdi-U), n. 1. Ad¬ 
herent of party, cause, etc., esp. un¬ 
reasoning one (often attrib., as in a ~ 
spirit). 2. (mil.). Member of light irregu¬ 
lar troops employed in special enterprises 
(hist,); (in recent use) a guerrilla (ap¬ 
plied orig. to Russians resisting in parts 
of their country occupied by the enemy). 
Hence ~ship n. [F, f. It. partigiano (parte 
part 1, see -AN)] 

pSrt'isan2 (-zn), -zan, n. (hist.). Long- 
-handled spear like halberd, [f. ICth c. F 
partizane f. It. partesana, partigiana] 

paht'ite, a. (hot., entom). Divided 
(nearly) to the base. [f. L partiri -it- 
PART2] 

pSbti'tion, n., & v.t. 1. Division into 
parts; such part; structure separating 
two such parts, esp. slight wall, whence 
~ed2 (-shond) a.; division of a country; 
(law) division of real property between 
joint tenants etc. 2. v.t. Divide into 
parts; ~ off, separate (part of room etc.) 
by a ~. [ME, f. OF, f. L partitionem (as 
prec., see -ion)] 

pabt'itive, a. & n. (Word) denoting part 
of a collective whole (e.g. some, any)-, ~ 
genitive, that used to indicate a whole 
divided into parts, expressed in English 
by of, as in most of us. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[f. F, or med. L partitivus (partite, 

-ive)] 

P^i t'let, n. (arch.). Used as proper name 
for a hen, esp. Dame ~, also applied to 
women, [f. OF Pertclote, proper name] 

part'ly, adv. With respect to a part; in 
some degree. [-LY2] 

pSbt'ner, n., & v.t. 1. Sharer (with person, 
in or of thing); person associated with 
others in business of w'hich he shares 
risks & profits; || SLEEP2inp ~; || pre¬ 
dominant England (among constituents 
of United Kingdom); wife, husband; 
companion in dance, esp. dancing ~; 
player associated with another in many 
games; (naut., pi.) timber framework 
round hole in deck through which mast, 
pump, etc., passes. 2. v.t. Associate 
(persons, one with another) as ~s, (also) be 
~ of. Hence ~LESS a., —ship n. (1) ME 
alt. of parcener, after part1: (21 (naut.) 
ME pauteneres pi. of OF paulonier ser¬ 
vant, (= F valet); cf. similar use of cartings 
f. ON carl carl, churl] 

pSbt'ridge, n. Kinds of game-bird, esp. 
common or grey ~; '--wood, hard red 
wood used for cabinet work etc., (also) 
speckled effect produced on wood by 
certain fungus. [ME perlrich etc. f. OF 
perdriz etc. f. L f. Gk perdix -dikos-, -rich 
for -riz unexpl. ] 

pdrtur'ient, a. About to give birth (often 
fig. of the mind etc.), [f. L parturire be 
in labour (par&re part- bear), see -ent ] 

pdrturl'tion, n. Act of bringing forth 
young, childbirth (also fig.), [f. LL 
parturiiio, as prec., see -ion] 

ptiPtnr'Iunt mfin'tes (-z), (, n&scet'ur 
rldXc'ulHs mus), sent. (As comment on 
fiasco) the moirntains are in labour (, the 
product a poor mouse). [Hor., A.P. 139] 

pdbt'y1, n. Body of persons united in 
a cause, opinion, etc.; system of taking 
sides on public questions; ~ spirit, zeal 
for a ~ (freq. derog.); body of persons 
travelling or engaged together, as fishing, 
reading, -~; social gathering, esp. of in¬ 
vited guests at private house, as dinner, 
tea,'-. 2. Each of the two or more persons 
making the two sides in legal action, con¬ 
tract, marriage, etc.; accessory (to action); 
(now vulg. or joc.) person, as an old ~ 
with spectacles. 3. '--coloured, see parti¬ 

coloured ; '—wall, wall shared by each of 
the occupiers of the two buildings etc. 
that it separates. [ME, f. OF partie, p.p. 
of partir f. L as part2] 

palt'y2, a. (her.). Divided into parts of 
different tinctures, [f. OF parti, as prec.] 

pdrv'enu (-do, & see Ap.), n. Person of 
obscure origin who lias gained wealth or 
position, upstart, (often attrib.). [F, p.p. 
of parvenir arrive f. L per (venire come)] 

pabv'is, n. Enclosed area in front of 
cathedral, church, etc. [ME, f. OF pare- 
(v)is, f. pareis, t. Rom. *paravisus f. LL 
paradisus paradise, court in front of St 
Peter’s, Rome] 

pas (pah), n. Precedence, esp. dispute, 
give, take, the ~; step in dancing, as ~ 
seul (sul, & see Ap.), ~ dc deux (deddr', & 
see Ap.), dance for one, two. [F, = step] 

pasch'a! (-k-), a. Of the Jewish Passover; 
of Easter. [ME, f. OF pascal f. LL 
paschalis (pascha f. Gk paskha f. Heb. 
pesakh Passover f. pasakh pass over, see 
-ax)] 

pash, n. (si.). Passion, [abbr.] 
pasha, -cha, (pah'sha, pa'shcr, pashah'), n. 

(hist.). Turkish officer of high rank, e.g. 
military commander, governor of pro¬ 
vince, etc.; ~ of three, two, tails, of one 
tail, (of first, second, third, grade; from 
number of horse-tails displayed as symbol 
in war). [Turk, pasha; cf. bashaw] 

pa'shalic, -ch-, (pah-; also poshali-), n. 
(hist.). Jurisdiction of pasha, [f. Turk. 
pashalik ] 

pa'shm, n. Under-fur of hairy quadru¬ 
peds in Tibet etc., esp. that of goats as 
used for Cashmere shawls. [Pers., = wool ] 

pasque-flower ( skf-), n. Anemone with 
bell-shaped pin-pie floivers. [16th c. passe- 
-flower, f. F passe-fleur; assim. to pasque 
= obs. pasch (as paschal), Easter] 

pasquinade', n. Lampoon, satire, orig. 
one affixed to public place, [f. It. pas- 
quinaia (Pasquino, statue at Rome on 
which Latin verses were annually posted, 
see -ape)] 

pass1 (-all-), v.i. & t. (p.p. or as adj. 
past). 1. intr. Move onward, proceed. 
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(along, down, over, on, etc.); circulate, be 
current; ~ for, be accepted as; ~ (be cur¬ 
rently known) by the name of; be trans¬ 
ported from place to place; change (into 
something, from one state to another); 
die (now usu. ~ hence, ~ from among us, 
etc.); go by, as saw the procession ~, time 
~cs rapidly, remarks ~ unnoticed; come 
to an end, as kingdoms & nations ~ ; get 
through, effect a passage; go uncensured, 
be accepted as adequate; (of bill in 
Parliament, proposal, etc.) be sanctioned; 
(of candidate) satisfy examiner; happen, 
be done or said, as 1 saw or heard u-hat 
was ~ing; adjudicate (upon); (of judge¬ 
ment) be given (for plaintiff etc.); (cards) 
forgo one’s opportunity, e.g. of making 
a bid, (also) throw up one’s hand; ~ed 
pawn (chess), pawn with no opposing 
pawn on its own or adjoining files. 2. 
trans. Leave (thing etc.) on one side or 
behind as one goes (has ~ed the chair, 
been chairman, president, mayor, etc.); 
~ a dividend, not declare it; go across 
(sea, frontier, mountain range); (of bill) 
be examined & approved by (House of 
Commons etc.); reach standard required 
by (examiner, examination); ~ muster 1; 
outstrip; surpass; be too great for, as it 
-^es my comprehension; transport (usu. 
w. prep, or adv.); move, cause to go, as 

his hand across his forehead, ~ your 
eye (glance) over this letter, ~ a rope round 
it, ~ (= hand) in one’s check *s; (football, 
hockey, etc.) kick or hand or hit (bail) 
to player of one’s own side (also abs.); 
cause to go by, as ~ (troops) in review; 
cause, allow, (measure in Parliament, 
candidate for examination, etc.) to pro¬ 
ceed after scrutiny; spend (time, the 
winter, etc.); hand round, transfer, as 
read this & ~ it on; give currency to 
(coin, esp. base coin); pledge (one’s 
word, oath, etc.); utter (criticism, judicial 
sentence, upon); ~ the time 1 of day; ~ 
water, void urine. 3. Spec, senses w. adw. 
& prepp.: ~ away, die, come to an end; 
~ by (adv. or prep.), omit, disregard, 
walk etc. past; ~ off, (of sensations etc.) 
fade away, (of proceedings) be carried 
through (without a hitch etc.), (trans.) 
palm off (thing upon person for or as 
what it is not), distract attention from 
(awkward situation or allusion); ~ out 
(colloq.), die, become insensible as a 
result of drinking; ~ over (adv. or prep.), 
omit, make no remark upon, as ~ over his 
subsequent conduct. ~ it over in silence; ~ 
through, experience; up, refuse to have 
further dealings with, renounce. [ME, f. 
OP passer f. Rom. *passare f. L passus 
pace 1] 

pass2 (-ah-), n. 1. Passing, esp. of exami¬ 
nation ; II (Univy.) attainment of standard 
that satisfies examiners but does not 
entitle to honours. 2. Bring to ~, accom¬ 
plish, carry out; come to happen. 3. 
Critical position, as things have come to a 

passenger 

(strange) ~. 4. Written permission to pass 
into or out of a place, or to be absent 
from quarters (on ~, away thus); disc etc. 
given to person leaving a place of enter¬ 
tainment temporarily so that on present¬ 
ing this he will be re-admitted without 
payment; (usu. free ~) ticket authorizing 
holder to travel free on railway etc. 5. 
Thrust in fencing; juggling trick; passing 
of hands over anything, esp. in mesmer¬ 
ism ; make a. ~ at (si.), make amatory ad¬ 
vances to. 6. (football etc.). Transference 
of ball to another player of one’s own side. 
7. ~'book, book supplied by bank to 
person having current or deposit account, 
showing all sums deposited & drawn; 
~'key, private key to gate etc. for special 
purposes, (also) master-key; || ~'man, one 
who takes ~ degree at university ;~'word, 
selected word or phrase distinguishing 
friend from enemy, [partly f. prec., 
partly f. F passe, f. passer as prec. ] 

pass3 (-ah-), n. Narrow passage through 
mountains; (mil.) such passago viewed as 
key to a country (sell the ~, fig., betray a 
cause); navigable channel, esp. at river’s 
mouth; passage for fish over weir. [ME, 
f. OF pas f. L passus pace 1 ] 

pa'ssab|le ( ah-), a. In vbl senses, esp. 
that can pass muster, fairly good, whence 
~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF as passl, see -able] 

pass'agel, n. Passing, transit (bird o/~) ; 
transition from one state to another; 
liberty, right, to pass through; voyage, 
crossing, from port to port; right of 
conveyance as passenger by sea; passing 
of a measure into law; way by which one 
passes; corridor etc. giving communica¬ 
tion between different rooms in house; 
(pi.) what passes between two persons 
mutually, interchange of confidences etc.; 
~ (of or at arms), fight (often fig.); short 
part of book etc., as famous, difficult, 
corrupt, ~ ; particular phrase in a piece of 
music. [ME, f. OF (as pass1, see -age)] 

pass'age2, v.i. & t. (Of horse or rider) 
move sideways, by pressure of rein on 
horse’s neck & of rider’s leg on opposite 
side; make (horse) do this. [f. F pas- 
sager, earlier passeger f. It. passeggiare 
(passeggio walk f. L passus pace1)] 

pass'ant, a. (her.). Walking, & looking 
to dexter side, with three paws on ground 
& dexter fore-paw raised. [ME, f. OF, 
part, as pass 1 ] 

passh (p&s'a, & see Ap.), a. (fern. ~e). Fast 
the prime, esp. (of woman) past the period 
of greatest beauty; behind the times. [F, 
p.p. as pass1] 

pitsse'rncnterie (-smentrl, & see Ap.), n. 
Trimming of gold or silver lace, braid, 
beads, etc. [F (passement gold lace etc. 
as pass1, see -ment & -ery)] 

pass'enger (-j-), n. Traveller in public 
conveyance by land or water or air; 
(colloq.) member of team, crew, etc., who 
does, or can do, no effective work ;/oo(-~, 
traveller on foot; —pigeon, wild pigeon 
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of N. America, capable of long flight (now 
rare or extinct). [ME passager f. OF -ier 
(passage, see -er2(2)) ; -n- as in messenger 
etc.] 

passe-partout (pahspfTrtoo'), n. Master- 
-key; mount for photograph etc.; picturc- 
-frame (esp. for mounted photographs) 
consisting of two pieces of glass fastened 
together at edges with adhesive tape. [F, 
= pass everywhere] 

pa'sser (-ah-), n. In vbl senses; ~-by, one 
who passes, esp. casually. [-er1] 

pass'erine, a. & n. (Bird) of the order 
of Passeres or percliers; of the size of a 
sparrow, [f. L passer sparrow + -ine 1 ] 

passable, a. (theol.). Capable of feeling 
or suffering. So ~1bil'ity n. [ME, f. LL 
passibilis (pati pass- suffer, see -ble)] 

pdss'lm, adv. (Of allusions, phrases, etc., 
to be found in specified author or book) 
in every part, as this occurs in Milton ~. 
[L, = scatteredly (pandere pass- spread)] 

pa'ssing1 (-ah-), n. In vbl senses; —-bell 
(rung in moment of person’s death); ~- 
-note (not belonging to the harmony but 
interposed to secure smooth transition). 
[-ING1 ] 

pa'ssing2 (-ah-), a. & adv. In vbl senses, 
esp.: transient, fleeting; cursory, inci¬ 
dental; (adv., arch.) very (~ strange, 
rich), [-ing2] 

pa'ssion1 (-shn), n. 1. Strong emotion; 
outburst of anger; sexual love; strong 
enthusiasm (/or thing, for doing). 2. {The 
P-) sufferings of Christ on cross, (musical 
setting of) narrative of this from Gos¬ 
pels; <—play, mystery-play representing 
Christ’s P~; — -flower, kinds of (chiefly 
climbing) plants, flower of which was 
supposed to suggest instruments of 
Christ’s P~ ; P— Sunday, fifth Sunday in 
Lent; P— Week, week between P— Sun¬ 
day and palm Sunday, (also)=HOLY Week. 
Hence ~less a.., ~lessLY2 adv., ~less- 
ness n., (-sho-). [ME, f. OF f. L passionem 
(pati pass- suffer, see -ion)] 

pa'ssion2 (-shn), v.i. (poet.). Feel or ex¬ 
press passion, [f. OF passionner, as prec. ] 

pa'ssional1 (-sho-), n. Book of the suffer¬ 
ings of saints & martyrs, [f. med. L 
passionate neut. adj. as n. (as foil.)] 

pa'ssional2 (-sho-), a. Of, marked by, 
passion, [f. LL passionalis (as passion1, 
see -al)] 

pa'ssionate (-sho-), a. Dominated by, 
easily moved to, strong feeling, esp. love 
or anger; due to, (of language etc.) 
showing, passion. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [ME, f. med. L passionatus (as 
passion1, see -ate2)] 

Pa'ssionist (-sho-), n. Member of an R.-C. 
order pledged to do their utmost to keep 
alive the memory of Christ’s Passion. [-1ST] 

pass'ive, a. & n. 1. Suffering action, acted 
upon; (gram.) ~ voice (comprising those 
forms of transitive verbs that attribute 
the verbal action to the person etc. to 
whom it is directed, cf. active); offering 

no opposition, submissive; ~ resistance ; 

not active, inert; ~ debt (on which no 
interest is paid). 2. n. (gram.). ~ voice 
or form of verb. Hence ~ly2 adv.,~NESS, 
passiv'iTY, nn. [ME, f. OF, or L passimis 
(pati pass- suffer, see -ive) ] 

pa'ssover (-ah-), n. (P~) Jewish festival 
commemoratiug liberation of Israelites 
from Egyptian bondage (Exod. xii), held 
from 14th to 21st day of month Nisan; 
Paschal lamb, (fig.) Christ (1 Cor. v. 7). [f. 
pass over ] 

pa'sspdrt (-ah-), n. Document issued by 
competent authority permitting person 
specified in it to travel in the country 8c 
entitling him to protection: (fig.) thing 
that ensures admission, as flattery is the 
sole ~ to his favour, [f. F passepori (passer 
TASS1 + PORT1)] 

past1 (-ah-), a. & n. 1. As p.p. or adj. in 
vbl senses of pass1, esp.: gone by in time, 
as his prime is —, our — years; just gone 
by, as the —month, for some time—; (gram.) 
expressing ~ action or state, as ~ tense, 
— participle; ~ master, one who has been 
master in guild, freemasons’ lodge, etc., 
(also) thorough master (in, of, a subject). 
2. n. ~ time, esp. the — ; what has hap¬ 
pened in ~ time, as cannot undo the —; 
person’s ~ life or career, esp. one that 
will not bear inquiry, as a woman with a—. 

past2 (-ah-), prep. & adv. 1. Beyond in 
time or place, as stayed till — two o’clock, 
half — three, old man — seventy, ran — the 
house-, beyond the range or compass of, 
as ~ endurance, bearing, praying for. 
2. adv. So as to pass by, as hastens —. 
[prob. f. misuse of am past with object, 
past being then mistaken for prep., e.g. 
1 was now — the house ] 

paste1, n. Flour moistened & kneaded, 
with butter, suet, etc., as cooking 
material; kinds of sweet confection; 
relish of pounded fish, as anchovy —; 
cement of flour & water; any soft plastic 
mixture; hard vitreous composition used 
in making imitation gems; —’board, stiff 
substance made by pasting together 
sheets of paper, (attrib., fig.) unsub¬ 
stantial, flimsy, (si.) visiting-card, rail¬ 
way-ticket. [ME, f. OF f. LL pasta, perh. 
f. Gk paste (pastos sprinkled) ] 

paste2, y.t. Fasten with paste; stick up 
(playbill etc.) on wall with paste; cover 
(thing with paper etc.) by pasting; (si.) 
beat, thrash, [f. prec. ] 

pas'tel, n. Woad; blue dye from this; 
artists’ crayon made of dried paste com¬ 
pounded of pigments with gum-water; 
drawing in ~, whence ~(1)ist n. [F, f. It. 
pastello, dim. of pasta paste1] 

pas'tern, n. Part of horse’s foot between 
fetlock & hoof. [ME pastron f. OF 
pasturon f. pasture hobble] 

pas'teurism (-ter-), n. Prevention or cure 
of diseases esp. hydrophobia by succes¬ 
sive inoculations, [f. L. Pasteur, French 
scientist (1822-1895) + -ism] 
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pas'teuriz]e (-ter-), -is|e (-iz), v.t. Subject 
(milk etc.) to Pasteur’s method of partial 
sterilization; treat by pasteurism. Hence 
~a'tion n. [-IZE] 

pasti'ccio (-icho), pastiche' (-esh), nn. 
Medley, esp. musical composition, pic¬ 
ture, made up from various sources; (usu. 
-iche) literary or other work of art com¬ 
posed in the style of a known author. [F 
(■iche) f. It. (-iccio), f. pasta paste1] 

pas'til, pastille' (-tel), n. Small roll of 
aromatic paste burnt as fumigator etc.; 
lozenge. [F (-le), f. L pastillus] 

pa'stime (-ah-), n. Recreation; game, 
sport, [f. pass 1 + time ] 

pa'stor (-all-), n. 1. Minister in charge of 
church or congregation, whence ~smp 
n.; person exercising spiritual guidance. 
2. Kind of starling. [ME & AF -our, OF 
-or, f. L pastorem shepherd (pascere past- 
teed, see -OR)] 

pa'storal (-ah-), a. & n. 1. Of shepherds; 
(of land) used for pasture; (of poems etc.) 
portraying country life, whence ~ism n.; 
of a pastor, as ~ epistles (of Paul to 
Timothy & Titus, dealing with pastor’s 
work). 2. n. ~ play, poem, poetry, or 
picture; letter from pastor, esp. bishop, 
to clergy or people. Hence ~ity (-al1) n., 
~ly2 adv. [f. L pastoralis (as prec., see 
-AL)] 

pastora'le (pahstorah-), n. (pi. -ali pr. -le, 
or -ales). Simple opera etc. with rural 
subject; slow quiet instrumental com¬ 
position with notes flowing in groups of 
three & usu. with drone notes in bass 
suggesting bagpipes. [It., as prec.] 

pa'storate (-ah-), n. Pastor’s (tenure of) 
office; body of pastors, [f. med. L 
pastoratus (as pastor, see -ate1)] 

pas'try, u. Baked flour-paste; articles of 
food made wholly or partly of this; || — 
-cook, one who makes ~, esp. for public 
sale. [app. f. paste 1 + -ry ] 

pa'sturage (-ahscher-), n. Pasturing; 
herbage for cattle etc.; pasture-land. 
[f. OF, f. pasturer (as foil., see -age)] 

pa'sture (-ah-), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Herbage 
for cattle; (piece of) land covered with 
this. 2. v.t. Lead, put, (cattle) to ~; (of 
sheep etc.) eat down (grass-land); (of per¬ 
son) put sheep etc. on (land) to graze, 
whence pa'sturABiE (-ahscher-) a. 3. v.i. 
Graze. [ME, f. OFf. LLpastura(aspastor, 

see -ure)] 

pa'sty1 (pah-, pa-), n. Pie of meat, fruit, 
jam, etc. enclosed in paste & baked with¬ 
out dish. [ME & OF pastee f. LL pasta 
paste1-f-p.p. ending -ee, see -y4] 

pas'ty2, a. Of, like, paste; (also ~-faced) 
of pale complexion. [-Y2] 

pat1, n. Stroke, tap, esp. with hand as 
caress etc.; small mass (esp. of butter) 
formed by patting; sound made by strik¬ 
ing lightly with something flat. [ME, 
prob. imit.] 

pat2, v.t. & i. (-tt-). Strike (thing) gently 
with flat surface (~'ball, II poor or feeble 

patent 

lawn tennis); flatten thus; —a-cake, first 
words of nursery rhyme, connected 
child’s game; strike gently with inner 
surface of fingers, esp. to mark sympathy, 
approbation, etc.; (fig.) ~ (person, one- 
self) on the back, express approbation of; 
beat lightly upon. [16th c., goes w. prec. ] 

pat3, adv. & a. Apposite(ly), opportune¬ 
ly), as story came ~ to his purpose; ready 
for any occasion, as has the story ~; 
stand ~, (poker) abide by hand dealt to 
one, not draw other cards, (fig.) refuse to 
change, stick to one’s decision etc. [16th 
c., goes w. pat1" 2] 

Pat4, n. (Nickname for) Irishman, [abbr. 
of Patrick ] 

p&tagi'um, n. (zool.; pi. -ia). Wing- 
-membrane of bat or similar animal; 
scale covering wing-joint in Lepidoplera. 
[L, f. Gk patageion gold edging on govm] 

patavin'ity, n. Dialectal characteristics 
of Patavium (Padua) as seen in Livy’s 
Latin; provincialism, [f. L patavinitas 
(Patavinus of Padua, see -ine1 & -ity)] 

patch1, n. 1. Piece of cloth, metal, etc. 
put on to mend hole or rent; piece of 
plaster etc. put over wound; pad worn to 
protect injured eye; not a ~ on, not com¬ 
parable to, nothing to. 2. Small disc etc. 
of black silk stuck on either side of face, 
worn in 17th & 18th cc. for adornment. 
3. Large or irregular spot on surface. 
4. Piece of ground; number of plants 
growing on this, as brier-~. 5. Scrap, 
remnant. 6. Strike a bad ~, go through a 
period of bad luck; pocket (consisting 
of a piece of cloth sewn on garment); ~c- 
work, work made up of fragments of 
different kinds & colours (often fig. & 
attrib.). Hence ~'ery(1), ~'iness, nn., 
~'ily2 adv., ~'Y2 a. [ME pacche, perh. 
var. of peche; see piece ] 

patch2, v.t. Put patch(es) on; ~ up, re¬ 
pair with patches; (of material) serve as 
patch to; (fig., usu. ~ up) repair, set to 
rights (matter, trouble, quarrel), freq. 
temporarily or imperfectly; (usu. ~ up) 
put together hastily; piece (things) to¬ 
gether (lit. or fig.); appear as patches on 
(surface), [f. prec.] 

patch'oull (-dol-; also pochocP), n. Odori¬ 
ferous Indian plant; perfume got from 
~. [native] 

pate, n. (now colloq.). Head, often as seat 
of intellect. Hence -pat'ED2 a. [ME, of 
unkn. orig. ] 

pate (pat'&, & see Ap.), n. Pie, patty; ~de 
foie gras (de fwah grah), pie etc. of fatted 
goose liver. [F, f. OF paste, cf. pasty] 

patell’a, n. (pi. -as). Knee-cap, whence 
patell'AR1, patell'ATE2(2), aa.; (Rom. 
ant.) small pan. [L, dim. as foil.] 

pat'en, n. Shallow dish used for bread at 
eucharist; thin circular plate of metal. 
[ME, f. OF patene or L patena, -ina] 

pat'ent1 (or p&-), a. || Letters ~ (OF 
lettres patentes, L litterax paientes), open 
letter from sovereign etc. conferring right, 
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title, etc., esp. sole right for a. term patho-, comb, form of Gk pathos suffering, 
to make, use, or sell, some invention; 

conferred, protected, by this: ~ leather ; 

~ log, elaborated rotary form of ship’s log, 

recording speed on dial fixed on taffrail; 

(fig.) to which one has proprietary claim; 

(colloq.) such as might be patented, 

ingenious, well-contrived; (of door etc.) 

open, (fig.) plain, obvious, whence pat- 
ency n., ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF, & L 
vat ere lie open, see -ENT] 

pat'ent2 {or pa-), n. II = letters patent1; 

government grant of exclusive privilege 

of making or soiling new invention; 

invention, process, so protected; (fig.) 

sign that one is entitled to something, 

possesses a quality, etc., as a — of genti¬ 
lity; — office (from which ~s are issued); 

|| -—roll (containing ~s issued in Great 
Britain in a year), [short for letters patent ] 

pat'ent3 {or pa-), v.t. Obtain patent for 
(invention), [f. prec. ] 

patentee', n. Taker-out or holder of a 
patent, person for the time being entitled 
to the benefit of a patent. [-EE ] 

pat'er, n. Father (si.); P-, peccavi, 
= peccavi. [L, = father] 

pSterfamil'ias, n. (Rom. law & joc.) 
head of family. [L] 

pateTn'al, a. Of a father; fatherly; re¬ 
lated through tho father, as ~ grand¬ 
mother, father’s mother; ~ government, 
legislation, etc. (that limits the freedom of 
tho subject by well-meant regulations). 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. LL patemalis 
(paternv.s f. pater father), see -al] 

patcrn'itv, n. Fatherhood; one’s paternal 
origin; (fig.) authorship, source. [ME, f. 
OF pate mite or LL paternitas (as prec., 
see -ty)] 

pat'ernos'ter, n. The Lord’s Prayer, esp. 
in Latin; black, white, —, forms of words 
said as charms etc.; devil’s —, muttered 
imprecation; bead in rosary indicating 
that ~ is to be said; ~ line, weighted 
fishing-tackle with hooks at intervals. 
[OE, ME, f. L pater nosier our father] 

path, n. (pahth, pl. pr. pahdhz). Footway, 
esp. one merely beaten by feet, not 
specially constructed (also —'way); track 
laid for foot or cycle racing, esp. cinder 
—; lino along which person or thing 
moves; finder, explorer, aircraft (or its 
pilot) sent ahead of bombers to guide 
them to their objective & mark out their 
targets. Hence ~'less (-ah-) a. [OE 
pseth, OLG pad, OHG pfad f. WG *palha] 

Pathan' (-tahn), n. Afghan tribesman 
settled in Pakistan or India, [f. Pushtoo ] 

pathet'|ic, a. & n. Exciting pity or sad¬ 
ness ; of the emotions {—ic fallacy, credit¬ 
ing nature with human emotion); (n. pi.) 
study of, indulgence in, demonstration of, 
these. Hence ~ically adv. [f. F pathi- 
tique, f. LL f. Gk pathelikos {path-, root of 
paskho suffer, see -etic) ] 

path'ic, n. = catamite, [f. L f. Gk palhi- 
Icos passive (pathos, -ic) ] 

disease, passion, as: —gen esis, —geny 
(-OjO, production of disease, so —genit'ic, 
—g&n’ic, —genous (-Oj-), aa.; —gnomSn’ic, 
characteristic of particular disease; 
-gnorny (-dg1), study of the emotions, so 
—gndm'ic a.; palhdl’ogy, science of (usu. 
bodily) diseases, so—lo'gicala.,—lo'gically 
adv., paihdl'ogist n. 

path'os, n. Quality in speech, writing, 
events, etc., that excites pity or sadness, 
[f. Gk pathos suffering, see pathetic] 

-pathy, suf. repr. Gk -patheia suffering, 
feeling, the second element of the word 
homoeopathy, extended to allopathy & 

(w. sense curative treatment) to other 
compels, as hydro—', kinesis, electro—\ 

pa'tience (-sbns), n. 1. Calm endurance of 
pain or any provocation; perseverance; 
have no — with, be irritated by, be unable 
to endure, (person, his conduct, etc.); out 
of — with, no longer able to endure; the — 
of Job, the utmost limits of ~ (would try 
the — of Job). 2. Game of cards, usu. for 
one. 3. —-dock, kinds of plant. [ME, f. 
OF, f. L patientia (as foil., see -ence)] 

pa'tient (-shut), a. & n. 1. Having, show¬ 
ing, patience; ~ of, enduring with pa¬ 
tience, (also) admitting of or compatible 
with {the farts are— of two interpretations). 
2. n. Person under medical treatment. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF, f. L pati 
suffer, see -ENT] 

pat'in|a, n. Incrustation, usu. green, on 
surface of old bronze, esteemed aa orna¬ 
ment ; gloss produced by age on wood¬ 
work. Hence ~ated [-ate2], ~otjs, aa. 
~a'tion n. [f. It. patina, whence F paiine, 
f. L patina dish] 

pa'tlo (pah-), n. (pi. —s). Inner court open 
to sky in Spanish or Span.-Amer. house. 
[Sp. ] 

pat'ois (-twah, & see Ap.), n. Dialect of 
common people iu a district, differing 
materially from the literary language. 
[F, of unkn. orig. ] 

pat'ridhch (-k), n. I. Father & ruler of 
family or tribe; (pi.) sons of Jacob, (also) 
Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob, & their fore¬ 
fathers. 2. (In early & Eastern Churches) 
bishop, esp. of Antioch, Alexandria, Con¬ 
stantinople, Jerusalem, or Rome; (in 
R.-C. Church) bishop ranking next above 
primates & metropolitans. 3. Founder of 
ail order, science, etc.; venerable old man; 
the oldest living representative {of a class 
etc.). Hence p&trial-ch'AL (-k-) a. [ME, 
f. OF patriarche f. LL (-cha) f. Gk patri- 
arkhes {patria family f. paler father-f- 
arkhes ruler) ] 

pat'rldrchate (-k-), n. Office, see, resi¬ 
dence, of ecclesiastical patriarch; rank of 
tribal patriarch, [f. med. L patriarch- 

atus (-ATE1)] 

pat'ri£rch|y (-k-), n. Patriarchal system 
of society, government, etc. So ~ism n. 
[f. med. L f. Gk patriarkhia (as patriarch, 

see -Y1)] 
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patri'eian (-shn), n. & a. 1. Ancient 
Roman noble (cf. plebeian); member of 
a noble order in later Roman Empire; 
officer representing Roman Emperor in 
provinces of Italy & Africa; nobleman 
(cf. plebeian), esp. (hist.) in some Italian 
republics. 2. adj. Noble, aristocratic, esp. 
of the ancient Roman nobility. Hence 
~Ship n. [f. L patrieius (paler -tris father, 
pi. senators, nobles) + -an] 

patri'ciate (-shl-), n. Patrician order, 
aristocracy; rank of patrician, [f. L 
patriciatus (as prec., see -ate1)] 

pat'ricide, n. Parricide (less correct & 
less usual than parricide, but occas. 
preferred in the narrower sense of mur¬ 
derer) of one's father). Hence patri- 
cid'al n. [pater, -cide] 

pat'rimony, n. Property inherited from 
one’s father or ancestors, heritage (often 
fig.); endowment of church etc. So patri- 
mcn'iAL a. [ME -moigne f. OF patri- 
moine f. L patrimonium (pater -tris father, 
see -mony)] 

pSt'riot, n. One who defends or is zealous 
for his country's freedom or rights. 
Hence or cogn. patriotic a., pfitriot- 
ically adv., ~ism n. [f. F patriote f. LL 
(-ta) f. Gk patriotes (patrios of one’s 
fathers f. paler -tros father, see -ox2)] 

patris'tic, a. Of (the study of the writings 
of) the Fathers of the Church, [f. G 
patrislischf .L, pater-trisiather +-ist +-ic] 

patrol', n., & v.i. & t. (-11-). 1. Going the 
rounds of garrison, camp, etc.; perambu¬ 
lation of town etc. by police (*~?nan, 
policeman; wagon, prison van); de¬ 
tachment of guard, police constable(s), 
told off for this; detacliment of troops 
sent out to reconnoitre; routine opera¬ 
tional flight of aircraft. 2. vb. Act as ~; 
go round (camp, town, etc.) as ~. [n. 
(thr. F patrouille) & vb. f. F patrouiUer, 
orig. = paddle in mud, earlier paiouilier, 
cf. OF paloueil puddle, mire] 

pat'ron, n. One who countenances, pro¬ 
tects, or gives influential support to (per¬ 
son, cause, art, etc.); (shop) regular 
customer; (also ~ saint) tutelary saint; 
(Rom. ant.) former owner of manumitted 
slave, (also) protector of a client; || one 
who has right of presentation to benefice. 
So p&t'ronESS1 n. [ME, f. OF, = patron 
pattern, f. L patronus (pater -tris father] 

pat'ronage, n. Support, encouragement, 
given by patron; II right of presentation 
to benefice or office, as has a great deal of 
~ in his hands-, patronizing airs; cus¬ 
tomer’s support. [ME, f. OF (as prec., 
see -age)] 

pfit'ronal, a. Of a patron saint (the ~ 
festival etc.). [F, or f. LL patronalis (as 
prec., -al)] 

pat'ron!z|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Act as patron 
towards, support, encourage, (person, 
practice, etc.); treat condescendingly, 
whence ~ingLY2 adv. [f. F, or med. L; 
see -ize] 

patrouym'ic, a. & n. (Name) derived 
from that of a father or ancestor, [f. LL 
f. Gk patronumikos f. patronumos (pater 
-tros father +onoma name), see -ic] 

*patroon\ n. (hist.). Possessor of landed 
estate with manorial privileges (abolished 
c. 1850) under Dutch governments of 
New York & New Jersey. [Du. patroon 
patron] 

patt'en, n. Overshoe with wooden sole on 
iron ring etc., for raising wearer’s shoes 
out of mud etc. [ME, f. OF patin, f. patle 
paw + -in -ine 1 ] 

patt'er \ n. Lingo of a profession or class; 
speechifying; rapid speech introduced 
into song; words of song, comedy, etc. 
[18th c. cant, f. foil.] 

patt'er2, v.t. & i. Repeat (prayers etc.) 
in rapid mechanical way; talk glibly. 
[14th c., f. paler = paternoster] 

patt'er3, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Make rapid suc¬ 
cession of taps, as rain on window-pane; 
run with short quick steps; cause (water 
etc.) to ~. 2. n. Succession of taps. [f. 
PAT2 +-ER6] 

patt'ern, n., & v.t. 1. Excellent example, 
as she is a ~ of domestic virtues-, (attrib.) 
perfect, ideal, model, (esp. of persons, as 
~ wife, father); model from which thing 
is to be made; sample (of tailor’s cloth 
etc.); decorative design as executed on 
carpet, wallpaper, cloth, etc.; marks 
made by shot from gun on target; 
-room, -shop, part of foundry etc. in which 
~s are prepared. 2. v.t. Model (thing 
after, upon, design etc.), decorate with~. 
[ME patron (see patron): different, in 
sense & sp. since 10/17th c.] 

patt'y, n. Little pie or pasty; ~pan (for 
baking ~ in), [f. F pdte pasty ’] 

pat'ulous, a. Open, expanded; (of boughs 
etc.) spreading. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness 

n. [f. L patulus (palere be open) +-ous] 
pau'eity, n. Smallness of number or 
quantity. [ME, f. OF paucile or L pauciias 
(paucus few, see -ty)] 

Paul, n. Rob peter 1 to pay ~ ; ~ Pry, in¬ 
quisitive person (character in comedy by 
J. Poole 1825). 

Paul'ine, a. & n. 1. Of St Paul, as the ~ 
epistles. 2. n. || Member of St Paul’s 
School in London, [-ine1] 

paulo-pbst-fii'ture, n. (Gk gram.) tense 
expressing state resulting from future 
act, future-perfect; (joc.) immediate 
future, [f. med. L, = future a little 
after] 

paunch, n., & v.t. 1. Belly, stomach; 
ruminant’s first stomach; (naut.) thick 
strong mat, (nibbing ~) wooden shield on 
mast, to prevent chafing. 2. v.t. Disem¬ 
bowel. [ME, f. ONF panche f. Rom. 
*pantiea f. L pantex -icis] 

paup'er, n. Person without means of 
livelihood, beggar; recipient of poor-law 
relief; person who may sue in5 forma 
pauperis. Hence ~dom, ~ism(2). ~izAi 
tion, nn.,'—tze(3) v.t. [L, <= poor] 



pause 892 pay 

pause (-z), n., & v.i. 1. Interval of inac¬ 
tion or silence, esp. from hesitation; 
temporary stop; give ~ to, cause (person) 
to hesitate; break made in speaking or 
reading; (mus.) mark (vs or si-) over or 
under note or rest that is to be lengthened 
indefinitely. 2. v.i. Make a wait; 
linger upon (word etc.). [ME, f. OF, f. L 
pausa f. Gk pausis (paud stop)] 

pav'age, n. Paving; tax, toll, towards 
paving of streets. [AF, OF (pave, -age)] 

pav'an, n. Stately dance in which dancers 
were elaborately dressed, [f. F pavane f. 
Sp. pavana, poss. f. pavo peacock] 

pave, v.t. Cover (street, floor, etc.) with 
or as with pavement (often fig., as 
with flowers, with good intentions); (fig.) 
~ (prepare) the way (for, to, reform etc.). 
Hence pav'Eit1, pav'ioire (-vyer), nn. 
[ME, f. OF paver f. L pavire beat, ram, or 
back form. f. pavement] 

pave (pav'a), n. Pavement; setting of jew¬ 
els placed close together. [F, p.p. as prec. ] 

pave'ment (-vm-), n. Covering of street, 
floor, etc., made of stones, tiles, wooden 
blocks, asphalt, etc., II esp. paved footway 
at side of road (crazy of irregular flat 
stones for garden paths etc.); \\'-'-artist, 
one who draws coloured figures on ~ to 
get money from passers-by; (zool.) ~-like 
formation of close-set teeth etc. [ME, f. 
OF f. L pavimenlum (as pave, see -ment)] 

pavil'ion (-lyon), n., & v.t. 1. Tent, 
esp. large peaked one; light ornamental 
building, esp. one attached to cricket 
or other ground for players and distin¬ 
guished spectators ; projecting(usu. highly 
decorated) sub-division of building; part 
of cut gem-stone below girdle. 2. v.t. 
Enclose in, furnish with, ~. [ME, f. OF 
paveillon f. L papilionem (nom. -io) 
butterfly, in LL, tent] 

pavona1zzo (pah-, -atso), a. & n. (Marble) 
with peacock-coloured markings. [It.] 

pav'onine, a. Of, like, a peacock, [f. L 
pavoninus (pavo -onis peacock, see -ine1)] 

paw1, n. Foot of beast having claws or 
nails, opp. to hoof; (colloq.) hand, per¬ 
son’s handwriting. [ME pawe, powef. OF 
poue f. WG (Frank.) "pauta = MDu., 
MLG pole] 

paw2, v.t. & i. Strike with paw; (of horse) 
strike (ground), strike ground, with hoofs; 
(colloq.) handle awkwardly or rudely, [f. 
prec. ] 

II pawk'ly, a. (Sc., dial.). Drily humorous. 
Hence ~ily2 adv., ~iness n. [f. Sc. & 
north, dial, pawk trick, of unkn. orig., 
+ -Y2] 

pawl, n., & v.t. 1. Lever with catch for 
teeth of wheel or bar; (naut.) short bar 
used to prevent capstan, windlass, etc., 
from recoiling. 2. v.t. Secure (capstan 
etc.) witli~. [f. LG, Du. pal] 

pawn1, n. Piece of smallest size & value 
in chess (often fig. of persons). [ME, f. AF 
poun, OF peon f. L pedonem (nom. -o), in 
med. L foot-soldier (pes pedis foot)] 

pawn2, n. Thing, person, left in another’s 
keeping as security, pledge, (now chiefly 
fig.); state of being pledged, esp. in, at, 
~; broker, one who lends money upon 
interest on security of personal property 
pawned; broking, his occupation; 
r-'shop, his place of business. [ME, f. OF 
pan, obsc. rel. to OFris., OS pand, OHO 
pfant] 

pawn3, v.t. Deposit (thing) as security 
for payment of money or performance of 
action; (fig.) pledge (one’s life, honour, 
word), [f. prec.] 

pawnee', n. Person with whom pawn is 
deposited. [-EE ] 

pawpaw'. Var. of papaw. 
pax, n. 1. Tablet with representation of 
Crucifixion etc. kissed at Mass by priests 
& congregation, oscillatory; the kiss of 
peace as liturgical form at High Mass. 
2. ~ Roman'a., Britdnn'ica, peace imposed 
by Roman, British, rule; ~ vob'is, 
vobis'cum, peace be to, with, you (esp. 
as priestly blessing). 3. II (school si., as 
int.). Peaco!, truce! [ME, f. L, = peace] 

pax'wax, n. (dial., colloq.). Stout tendon 
extending from dorsal vertebrae to occi¬ 
put in man & other mammals. [ME 
fcuxwax, app. f. OE feax hair + *weax 
growth (wax2)] 

pay \ n. Payment: in the ~ (employment) 
of; wages; ~-day, day on which payment 
is (to be) made, || (Stock Exch.) day on 
which transfer of stock has to be paid 
for; ~ load, part of aircraft’s load which 
produces revenue; ~'master, official who 
pays troops, workmen, etc. (often fig.); 
~master general, II minister at head of a 
department of Treasury. [ME, f. OF paie, 
f. payer (foil.) ] 

pay2, v.t. & i. (paid). 1. Give (person) what 
is due in discharge of debt or for services 
done or goods received; ~ off, ~ in full 
& discharge or be quit of (ship’s crew, 
creditor, etc.); (fig.) reward, recompense; 
~ (person) out, punish him; ~ him in his 
own coin ; (colloq.) that has put paid to 
(settled) him. 2. Recompense (work). 
3. Hand over (money owed to person, or 
w. double object); hand over the amount 
of (debt, wages, ransom, tithes). 4. ~ in, 
~ to one’s own or another’s banking 
account; ~ one’s way, not get into debt; 
~ through the nose, ~ the piper; ~ up, ~ 
full amount of (arrears, or abs.). 5. Ren¬ 
der, bestow, (attention, respect, court, 
compliment, to). 6. (Of business etc.) 
yield adequate return, yield adequate 
return to (person). 7. ~ for, hand over 
the price of, bear the cost of (~ for one’s 
whistle), (fig.) be punished for (fault etc.); 
~ off, yield results, succeed, (of ship) fall 
off to leeward when helm is put up; 
(naut.) ~ out, away, let out (rope) by 
slackening it. 8. II ~-as-you-earn (abbr. 
P.A.Y.E.), method of collecting income- 
-tax by deducting at source as income is 
earned. Hence ~ee', ~'ep.1, nn. [ME, f. 
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OF paver f. L pacare appease (pax pads 
peace) ] 

II pay3, v.t. (naut.). Smear with pitch, tar, 
etc., as defence against wet. [f. OF peier 
f. L picare (pix picis pitch) ] 

pay'able, a. That must be paid, due; that 
may be paid; (of mine etc.) profitable. 
[-ABIE] 

pay'ment, n. Paying; amount paid; 
(fig.) recompense. [ME, f. OF pavement 
(PAY2)] 

payn'im, n. (arch.). Pagan, esp. Mo¬ 
hammedan (often attrib.). [ME, f. OF 
paienime f. LL paganisnius (pagan, see 

-ISM)] 

paysage' (-zahzh), n. Rural scene, land¬ 
scape ; landscape painting, so pays'agiST 
n. [F] 

pea, n. 1. Leguminous plant whose seeds 
are used for food; its seed, as green ~s 
(gathered unripe for food); split ~s ; 

sweet ~; as like as two ~s, undistinguish¬ 
able. 2. *-'nul, (plant whose fruit is a pod 
containing) seed used as food & yielding 
oil; shooter, tube from which dried ~s 
are shot; ~ soup (made from esp. dried 
~s); ~-souper (colloq.), thick yellow fog; 
~-soupy, (of fog) thick & yellow, [back 
formation f. pease taken as pi. ] 

peace, n. 1. Freedom from, cessation of, 
war, as ~ with honour, ~ at any price, 
make (bring about) ~; a treaty of ~ 
between two powers at war. 2. Freedom 
from civil disorder; breach 1 of the ~; 
the (queen’s) ~, general ~ of the realm as 
secured by law, as commission, justice, of 
the ~, be sworn of the ~ (made a magis¬ 
trate). 3. Quiet, tranquillity; (in & after 
bibl. use) ~ be with you, ~ to his ashes!; 
mental calm, as ~ of mind, conscience. 
4. At ~, in state of friendliness, not at 
strife (with)-, hold one’s ~, keep silence; 
keep the*-, prevent, refrain from, strife; 
make (person’s, one’s) ~, bring person, 
oneself, back into friendly relations 
(with)-, maker, one who brings about 
~ ; ~ offensive ; — offering, propitiatory 
gift, (bibl.) offering presented as thanks¬ 
giving to God; pipe, calumet, tobacco- 
-pipe as token of ~ among N.-Amer. 
Indians. [ME & OF pais f. L pacem 
(nom. pax)) 

peace'ab |Ie (-so-), a. Disposed, tending, to 
peace; free from disturbance, peaceful. 
Hence ~leNESS n., ~ly2 adv. [ME & OF 
peisible See. (as prec., see -ble)] 

peace'ful (-sf-), a. Characterized by, 
belonging to a state of, peace; ~ co¬ 

existence. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[ME; -ful] 

peach1, n. Large fruit, usu. round, with 
downy white or yellow skin flushed with 
red, highly flavoured sweet pulp, & rough 
stone; (also ~-tree) tree bearing this; 
(si.) person or thing of superlative merit, 
specially attractive girl; ~-blow, (glaze of) 
delicate purplish-pink colour; ~ brandy, 
spirituous liquor from ~ juice; — 

pearl 

-colour(ed), (of) soft pale red; ~ Melba, 
= PfiCHE MELBA. [ME, f. OF pesche f. 
Rom. *persiea f. L persicum (malum), lit. 
Persian apple] 

peach2, v.i. (now si.). Turn informer; 
inform (against, upon, accomplice). [ME, 
aphetic f. appeach f. OF empechier im¬ 
peach] 

pea-chick, n. Young pea-fowl, 
peach'ly, a. Like a peach, esp. (of cheeks) 
in colour & softness. Hence ~1ness n. 
[-Y2] 

pea'cock, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Bird with 
splendid plumage & tail that can be ex¬ 
panded erect like fan (often as type of 
ostentatious display; proud as a ~); ~ 
blue, lustrous blue of ~’s neck ; ~ butterfly, 
maroon butterfly with ocellated wings; 
II ~ coal (iridescent): ~-fish, fish with 
brilliant green, blue, red, & white colour¬ 
ing. 2. vb. Plume oneself, make display; 
strut about ostentatiously, whence ~ery 
(4) n. Hence ~ish1, ~like, aa. [ME 
pecock f. OE pea (also pawa whence ME 
pocock) f. L pavo, + COCK1 ] 

pea'fowl, n. Peacock or peahen, [see 
prec.] 

pea'hen, n. Female of the peacock. [ME, 
see peacock] 

pea-jacket, n. Sailor’s short overcoat of 
coarse woollen cloth, [f. obs. pee f. MDu. 
pie (now pi}) pea-jacket + jacket, or dir. 
f. Du. pij-jekker] 

peak1, n. 1. Projecting part of brim of 
cap. 2. (naut.). Narrow part of ship’s 
hold esp. (also fore~, after*-) at bow or 
stern; upper outer corner of sail ex¬ 
tended by gaff. 3. Pointed top, esp. of 
mountain; point e.g. of beard. 4. Highest 
point in curve or record of fluctuations 
(~-load, maximum of electric power, 
traffic, etc.). Hence ~ed2 (-kt), ~'yt2, aa. 
[10th c. equivalent of pike1 (as 15th c. 
peaked for ME piked), of obsc. form.; w. 
sense 2 cf. LG piek] 

peak2, v.i. Waste away, esp. (Shakespeare) 
~ c& pine; (p.p.) sharp-featured, pinched. 
So~'Y2 a., sickly, puny. [16th c., of obsc. 
orig. ] 

peak3, v.t. & i. (naut.). Tilt (yard) verti¬ 
cally ; place (oars) apeak ; (of whale) raise 
(tail, flukes), raise tail or flukes, straight 
up in diving vertically, [f. apeak ] 

peaky. See peak 1, peak2. 
peal1, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Loud ringing of 

bell(s), esp. series of changes on set of 
bells; set of bells; loud volley of sound, 
esp. of thunder or laughter. 2. v.i. Sound 
forth in a ~. 3. v.t. Utter sonorously; 
~ bells, ring them in ~s. [ME pele, 
aphetic f. apele appeal] 

peal2, peel, n. (In Ireland) salmon grilse; 
(in England) sea-trout, [orig. unkn.] 

pear (par), n. A fleshy fruit, tapering to¬ 
wards stalk; ~ -shaped; ~-lree; prickly 
~. [OE pere, MDu., MLG pete f. WG 
*pera f. Rom. *pira f. L pirum] 

pearl1 (p<5rl), 1. n. Concretion, usu. wdiite 
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or bluish-grey, formed within shell 
of —oyster & other bivalve mollusc, 
having beautiful lustre & highly prized as 
gem; mother 1-o/-~; seed 2. Precious 
thing, finest example (of its kind); cast ~s 
before, swine, offer good thing to one 
incapable of appreciating it. 3. ~-like 
thing, e.g. dewdrop, tear, tooth. 4. Size 
of type. 5. Small fragment of various 
substances. 6. ~-ash, potassium carbon¬ 
ate; —barley, -sago, etc. (reduced by 
attrition to small rounded grains); — 
-diver, one who dives for oysters; ~- 
-fisher, one who fishes for~s; ~-fishery, his 
occupation, placo of this; ~-powder, 
•white, cosmetic used to whiten skin; 
—shell, mother-of— as naturally found. 
Hence ~ed2 (-Id), ~'y2, aa., ~'iNESS n„ 
(pdr-). [ME, f. OF perle i. Rom. *perla, 
of obsc. orig. ] 

pearl2 (pffti), v.t. & i. Sprinkle with pearly 
drops; make pearly in colour etc.; reduce 
(barley etc.) to small pearls; form peaii- 
-like drops; fish for pearls, [f. prec. ] 

pearl2 (perl), n. One of a row of fine loops 
forming decorative edging on pillow-lace 
etc. [app. var. of purl1] 

II pear'lies (pdl'llz), n. pi. Costermongers’ 
dress with mother-of-pearl buttons, 

pear'rrtain (par-), n. Kind of apple, [f. 
OF permain prob. f. Rom. *parmanus of 
Parma ] 

pea'sant (pfiz-), n. Countryman, rustic, 
worker on the land. [ME, f. AF paisant, 
OF paisent f. pais country f. LL pagensis 
(pagus canton)] 

pea'santry (pgz-), n. (Body of) peasants. 
[-RY] 

pease (-z), n. Peas, esp. in —pudding; 
(arch.) cod, pea-pod. [OE pise pea, pi. 
pisan, f. LL pisa f. L pisurn f. Gk pison; 
cf. pea ] 

peat1, n. (Cut piece of) vegetable matter 
decomposed by water & partly carbo¬ 
nized, used for fuel; bog, ~'moss, bog 
composed of ~ ; ~'reek, smoke of, whisky 
distilled over, ~-fire. Hence ~'ery(3) n., 
~'y2 a. [ME pete f. Celt. *pett-; see piece] 

peat2, n. (arch.). Girl, belle, (esp. proud 
~). [16tll c., of unkn. orig.] 

peb'ble, n. Small stone worn & rounded 
by action of water; colourless transparent 
rock-crystal used for spectacles, lens of 
this; kinds of agate or other gem. Hence 
pebb'lr2 a. [OE papol-stdn; ME pobble, 
puble; 16th c. pebble; orig. unkn.] 

pebrine (pabren'), n. Epidemic disease of 
silkworms characterized by black spots. 
[F, f. Pr. pebrino (pebre pepper)] 

pecan', n. Kind of hickory of the Missis¬ 
sippi region; its nut. [AlgoDkin 
paJian ] 

pecc'lable, a. Liable to sin. Hence 
~ai)iL'iTY n. [f. F, or med. L peccabilis 
(peccare sin, see -RLE)] 

pficcadill'o, n. (pi. ~es). Trifling offence, 
[f. Sp. pecadillo, dim. of pecado sin, as 
foil., or It. peccadiglio] 

pecc'lant, a. Sinning; (med.) morbid, 
inducing disease. So ~ancy n. [f. L 
peccare sin, see -ant) 

pecc'ary, n. American gregarious quadru¬ 
ped allied to swine, [f. native pakira] 

peccdv'l, sent. & n. I have sinned, esp. 
cry ~; (n.) this confession. [L ] 

peche Mel'ba (pash), n. (Also peach 
Melba) confection of ice-cream & peaches 
flavoured with liqueurs etc. [F, after 
Dame Nellie Melba, Australian prima 
donna (d. 1931)] 

peck1, n. Measure of capacity for dry 
goods, = 2 gallons; vessel used for this ; 
a ~ (large number, amount) of troubles, 
of dirt. [ME, AF pek, of unkn. orig.; cf. 
OF pek (once), picote, pxcotin peck] 

peck2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Strike (thing) with 
beak; ~ out, pluck out thus; make (hole 
etc.) thus; kiss (person’s cheek etc.) 
perfunctorily; aim at (thing) with beak, 
(fig.) carp at; (colloq.) eat (food, or abs.), 
esp. in nibbling fashion; mark with short 
strokes; break (ground, wall, etc. up, 
dov:n, etc.) with pointed tool. 2. n. Stroke 
with beak, mark made with this; hasty 
kiss; (si.) victuals, [prob. f. MLG pekken, 
of unkn. orig. ] 

peck3, v.t. & i. (si.). Throw (stone), throw 
stones (at), [dial. var. of pitch2] 

peck'er, n. Bird that pecks (chiefly in 
comb., esp. wood~); kind of hoe; II (si.) 
keep your ~ (spirits, perh. orig. = beak) 
up. [-ER1 ] 

peck'ssh, a. (colloq.). Hungry. [-ISH1] 
Peck'sniff, n. Unctuous hypocrite prat¬ 
ing of benevolence etc. [in Dickens’ 
Mart in Chuzzlewit] 

pec'tjen, n. (zool.; pi. ~fnes pr. -ez). 
Comb-like structure of various kinds in 
animal bodies, so ~ irate2, ~inated, aa., 
~inA'TiON n.; scallop. [L, gen. -tinis, 
comb] 

pec't|in, n. (chem.). Soluble gum-like 
carbohydrate, the setting agent in jams 
& jellies, formed in fruits from pectose 
by ripening or (in fruits & fruit-juice) by 
heating. So ~ic a. [f. Gk pektos con¬ 
gealed (pegnumi make solid) + -in ] 

pec'toral, n. & a. 1. Ornamental breast¬ 
plate, esp. that of Jewish high priest; 
~ fin, muscle, etc. 2. adj. Of, for, good 
for diseases of, the breast or chest; worn 
on the breast (~ cross, by bishops). [ME, 
f. OF, or L pectoralis a., -le n. (pectus -oris 
breast, see -al)] 

pec'tose, n. (chem.). Insoluble substance 
related to cellulose & found with it in 
unripe fruits etc. [as pectin, see -ose2 ] 

pec'ul|ate, v.t. & i. Embezzle (money, or 
abs.). So ~a'tion, ~atOK, nn. [f. L 
peculari (as foil.), see -ate3] 

peciil'iar, a. & n. 1. Belonging exclusively 
to; belonging to the individual, esp. one’s 

(character etc.); particular, special, 
as a point of ~ interest; strange, odd, as a 
~ flavour, he has always been a little ~ ; 
~ people, the Jews, (in wider sense) God’s 
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elect, (P~ People) evangelical Christian 
denomination founded 1838 relying on 
divine healing for cure of disease. 2. n. 
~ property, privilege, etc.; parish, 
church, exempt from jurisdiction of dio¬ 
cese in which it lies; (P~) one of the P~ 
People. [ME, f. OF peculier, or L pecu- 
liaris of private property (peculium f. 
pecu cattle, see -ar1)] 

peculia'rity, n. Being peculiar; charac¬ 
teristic; oddity, [-ity] 

peculiarly, adv. As regards oneself alone, 
individually, as does not affeet him ~ ; es¬ 
pecially, more than usually, as ~ annoy- 
ing; oddly, as they dress ~. [-ly2] 

pecun'iarly, a. (Consisting) of money, as 
~y aid, consicterations; (of offence) having 
~y penalty. Hence ~Ily2 adv. [f. L 
pecuniarius (pecunia money f. pecu cattle, 
see -ary1)] 

ped'agogue (-g), n. Schoolmaster, teach¬ 
er, (usu. derog. implying pedantry). 
Hence or cogn. pedagdg'ic(AL) (-5g-, -<5j-) 
aa., pedagog'IcalLY2 adv., ped'agog(u)- 
ism(1) (-gizm) n. [ME, f. OF f. L f. Gk 
paidagogos (pais paidos boy + -agoyos f. 
ago lead) ] 

ped'agogjy (-gi, -ji), n. Science of teach¬ 
ing. So ~ics (-gdg-, -g6j-) n. [f. F pdda- 
gogie f. Gk paidagogia, as prec. ] 

ped'al1, n., & v.i. & t. (-11-). 1. (In organ) 
each of the wooden keys played upon by 
the feet, (also) foot-lever for drawing out 
several stops at once or other purposes ; 
(in piano) foot-lever for making the tone 
fuller (loud ~) or softer (soft ~); foot- 
-lever in various machines, esp. bicycle 
(~ cycle) or tricycle; (mus.) note sustained 
in one part, usu. bass, through successive 
harmonies some of which are independent 
of it. 2. vb. Piav on organ ~s, work 
bicycle ~s; work (bicycle) thus. [f. F 
peddle f. It. pedale f. L as foil. ] 

ped'al2, a. (zool.). Of the feet or foot (esp. 
of mollusc), [f. L pcdalis (pes pedis foot, 
see -al)] 

ped'ant, n. One who overrates or parades 
book-learning or technical knowledge or 
insists on strict adherence to formal 
rules; one who is possessed by a theory, 
doctrinaire. Hence or cogn. pedan'tic a., 
pedan'tiCAiLY adv., ~ize(2, 3) v.t. & i., 
~oc'racy, ~ry(1, 4, 5), nn. [f. F, f. It. 
pedante; app. f. pedagogue + -ant -ant] 

ped'ate, a. (Zool.) footed; (hot., of leaf) 
having divisions like toes or bird’s claws, 
[f. L pedatus (pes ped/is foot, see -ate2)] 

ped'die, v.i. & t. Follow occupation of 
pedlar; busy oneself wuth trifles; deal out 
in small quantities, retail, (usu. fig.). 
[(l)16th c., app. back form. f. pedlar; 

(2)l6th c., var. of piddle] 

pederasty. See paederasty. 

ped'estal, n., & v.t. (-11-). Base support¬ 
ing column or pillar; base of statue etc.; 
each of two supports of knee-hole table; 
foundation (lit. & fig.); movable cupboard 
for chamber-pots; (v.t.) set, support, on 

~. [f. F piAdeslal f. It. piedestallo (pit' 
footf. L pes pedis +di of + stallo stall1)] 

pMes'trian, a. & n. 1. Going, performed, 
on foot; of walking; prosaic, dull, un¬ 
inspired. 2. n. One who walks, esp. as 
athletic performance, whence ~ism(2) n., 
~ize(2) v.i. [f. F (-tre) or L pedcsler -Iris 
+ -IAN] 

ped'lcel, ped'icle, nn. (hot., zool.). Small 
(esp. subordinate, cf. peduncle) stalk-like 
structure in plant or animal. Hence 
ped'icellATE2, pedic'uUTK-, aa. [f. mod. 
L pedicellus dim. of L pediculus dim. of 
pes pedis foot, see -cule] 

pedlc'ular, -lous, aa. Lousy. So pedi¬ 
culoses n. [f. L pedicularis, -losus (pedi- 
cvlus louse, see -Ait1, -ous)] 

ped'icure, n., & v.t. 1. Chiropody; 
chiropodist. 2. v.t. Cure or treat (feet) by 
removing corns etc. [f. F pldicure f. L 
pes pedis foot +cura care] 

ped'igree, n. Genealogical table; ances¬ 
tral line (of man or animal); derivation 
(of word); ancient descent; (attrib.) hav¬ 
ing known line of descent, as ~ cattle. 
Hence ped'igreED2 a.. [15th c. pedegru 
etc., f. AF = OF pie de grue crane’s foot, 
mark denoting succession in ~s ] 

ped'iment, n. Triangular part crowning 
front of building in Grecian style, esp. 
over portico; similarly placed member of 
same or other form in Homan & Renais¬ 
sance styles. Hence pedimen'tAL, ~ed2, 
aa. [c. 1600 periment, perh. corrupt, of 
pyramid] 

ped'lar, n. Travelling vendor of small 
wares usu. carried in pack; (fig.) retailer 
(of gossip etc.); ~’s French, thieves’ cant. 
Hence ped'laRY n. [14th c. pedlere, alt. 
of pedder (13th c.), f. ped pannier (14th c.), 
of unkn. orig. ] 

pedo-. See paedo-. 
pedo|l'ogy> n. Science of soils. Hence 

' 'L’ogist n. [f. Gk pedon ground, -logy] 
pedomet'er, n. Instrument for esti¬ 
mating distance travelled on foot by 
recording number of steps taken, [f. F 
pedometre f. L pes pedis foot + -0- + 
-meter] 

ped'rail, n. Device for facilitating pro¬ 
gress of heavy vehicles over rough ground 
by attachment of broad footlike sup¬ 
porting surfaces to wheel-rims. [f. L pcs 
pedis foot + ra il 1 ] 

pedunc'lle (-ung'kl), n. (Bot.) stalk of 
flower, fruit, or cluster, esp. main stalk 
bearing solitary flower or subordinate 
stalks (pedicels)', (zool.) stalklike process 
in animal body. Hence ~u!ari, ~u1ate2 
(-at), aa. [f. mod. L pedunculus f. L pes 
pedis foot-(--uncle] 

pee, v.i., & n. (colloq.). Urinate; urina¬ 
tion. [f. piss, cf. F pipi ] 

peek, v.i. Peep, peer, (in, out, etc.); ~-a- 
•boo (now U.S.), = bo-peep. [ME pike, 
pyke, of unkn. orig.] 

peel1, n. (hist.). Small square tower built 
in 16th c. in border counties of England 
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& Scotland. [ME pel stake, palisade, f. 
AF pel, = OF piel f. L palus stake; cf. 
pale 1] 

peel2, n. Shovel, esp. baker’s for thrusting 
loaves etc. into oven. [ME & OF pele f. L 
pala; cf. palette ] 

peel3, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Strip the ~, rind, 
bark, etc., from (orange, potato, tree, 
etc.); take off (skin, ~, etc.); (arch., 
from Isa. xviii. 2, perh. mistransl.) 
scattered & ~ed (pillaged); (intr., of tree, 
animal body, etc.) become bare of bark, 
skin, etc., (of bark, surface, etc.) come off 
or off like ~, (of person, now si.) strip for 
exercise etc. 2. n. Rind, outer coating, of 
fruit; candied ~ (usu. of citron). Hence 
~'er' [-erHi, 2)] n., ~'ing1(2) n. (esp. 
potato ~ings). [in 17th c. different, f. 
PILL2] 

peel1, n. See teal2. 

peel'er2, n. II Policeman (si.); member of 
Irish constabulary, founded under Peel's 
secretaryship (hist.). [Robert Peel (d. 
1850), Cf. BOBBY, + -ER1] 

Peel'ite, n. Conservative siding with Sir 
R. Peel when he introduced measure for 
repeal of Corn-laws in 1846. [-ite1] 

peen, n. Wedge-shaped or thin end of a 
hammer-head (opp. face), [also pane, of 
uncert. orig.; cf. Xorw. pen, psenn in 
same sense ] 

peep3, v.i., & n. (Make) feeble shrill sound 
of young birds, mice, etc., chirp, squeak, 
[late ME var. of PirE2] 

peep2, v.i. Look through narrow aperture 
(at, into, etc.); look furtively (~ing Tom, 
type of prurient curiosity, in tale of 
Godiva); (of daylight, flower, distant 
object) come cautiously or partly into 
view, emerge, (often out)-, (fig., of quali¬ 
ties etc.) show itself unconsciously, [late 
15th c.; cf. earlier pike (= peek), kike, 
keke] 

peep3, n. Furtive or peering glance; first 
appearance, esp. of dawn, of day; ~-of- 
-day boys. Protestant organization in 
Ireland (1784-95) searching opponents’ 
houses at daybreak for arms; —hole, 
small hole to peep through; ~-show, small 
exhibition of pictures etc. viewed through 
lens in small orifice (also fig.); ~ sight, 
aperture sight of some rifles, [f. prec. ] 

peep'er, n. One who peeps; (si.) eye. 
[PEEP2 -f-ER1] 

peep'ul, pi'pal (pe-), n. Large Indian 
fig-ti'ee allied to banyan, bo-tree. [Hind. 
pipal] 

peer1, n. 1. An equal in civil standing or 
rank; equal in any respect, as you will 
not easily find his ~, whence ~'less a., 
~'lessLY2 adv.,~'lessNESS n. 2. Member 
of one of the degrees (duke, marquis, earl, 
viscount, baron) of Dobility in United 
Kingdom, whence ~'ess1 n.; ~s of the 
realm or United Kingdom (all of whom 
may sit in House of Lords), ~s of Scot¬ 
land, of Ireland, (represented in H. of 
Lords by 16 elected to each parliament, 

pekin 

by 28 elected for life); noble (of any 
country). [ME & OF per f. L par equal) 

peer2, v.t. & i. Rank with, equal; rank as 
equal with; make (man) a peer. [ME, f. 
OF perer f. LL pariare (par equal)] 

peer3, v.i. Look narrowly (into, at, etc.); 
appear, peep out; come in sight. [16th c., 
of obsc. orig.; cf. syn. (14th c., now dial.) 
pire, of LG orig.) 

peer'age, n. The peers; nobility, aristo¬ 
cracy ; rank of peer; book containing list 
of peers with genealogy etc. [-age) 

peeved (-vd), a. (si.). Irritated, [peev(ish), 

-ED1) 
peev'ish, a. Querulous, irritable. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, of unkn. orig.) 

peewit. See pewit. 

peg1, n. Pin, bolt, of wood, metal, etc., 
usu. round & slightly tapering, for hold¬ 
ing together parts of framework etc., 
stopping up vent of cask, hanging hats 
etc. on, holding ropes of tent, tightening 
or loosening strings of violin etc., marking 
cribbage score, etc.; round ~ in square 
hole1; clothes—; (fig.) a ~ to hang (dis¬ 
course etc.) on, (occasion, pretext, theme); 
II a drink, esp. of spirits; off the ~, (of 
clothes) ready-made; || put (a man) on the 
~ (army si.), bring before the C.O. for an 
offence; take (person) down a ~ or two, 
humble him; ~'top, pear-shaped spinning- 
top with metal ~, trousers (wide at 
hips, narrow at ankles). [ME, of LG orig., 
cf. MDu. pegge, dial. Du. peg, LG pigge] 

peg2, v.t. & i. (-gg-). Fix (thing down, in, 
out, etc.) with peg; ~ down, restrict (to 
rides etc.); (Stock Exch.) prevent price of 
(stock etc.) from falling (rising) by freely 
buying (selling) at given price; stabilize 
(prices, wages, etc.); strike, pierce, aim at., 
with peg; (si.) throw (stone), throw stones 
etc., (at); mark (score) with pegs on 
cribbage-board; mark out boundaries of 
(mining claim etc.); ~ (away), work per¬ 
sistently (at); drive pegs into (cricket- 
-bat); ~ out, (croquet) hit peg with ball as 
final stroke in game, (si.) die, be ruined, 
[f. prec.) 

Peg'asus, n. Winged horse that with 
stroke of hoof caused fountain Hippo- 
crene to flow on Mt Helicon, (fig.) poetic 
genius. [L, f. Gk Pegasos (pege fount)] 

peignoir (pan'wahr, & see Ap.), n. Wo¬ 
man’s loose dressing-gown. [F (peigner 
comb) ] 

peine forte et dure (pan forta dur'), n. 
Severe & hard punishment, i.e. pressing 
to death, inflicted on person charged with 
felony who refused to plead. [F] 

pej'orative (or pijh'r-), a. & n. Deprecia¬ 
tory (word), as the ~ suffix -aster, [f. LL 
pejorare make worse (pejor), see -ative] 

pek'an, n. N.-Amer. carnivorous beast of 
weasel family, valued for fur. [f. native 
pekane] 

peke, n. pekin(g)ese dog. [abbr.] 
pek'in' (or -mg'), n. Kind of silk stuff; 

[f. F pekin as used by Napoleon I’s 
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soldiers] civilian, [f. F pikin f. Chin. 
Pe-king northern capital] 

Peksn(g)ese' (-z), n. & a. (Inhabitant) of 
Pekin(g); small short-legged snub-nosed 
dog with long silky hair, [-ese] 

Pek'ing man, n. Prehistoric type of man 
represented by remains first found in 
1929 at Peking. 

pek'oe, n. Superior kind of black tea. 
[f. Chin, pek-ho (pek white + ho down), 
leaves being picked young with down on 
them] 

pel'age, n. Fur, hair, wool, etc., of 
quadruped. [F poil hair -f -age ] 

Pela'gian1, a. & n. (Follower) of the monk 
Pelagius (4th-5th c.), who denied doctrine 
of original sin. Hence ~ism n. [-an] 

pela'gian2, a. & n. Of, inhabiting, inhabi¬ 
tant of, the open sea. [f. L pelagius (pela- 
gus sea f. Gk pelagos) + -an ] 

pela'gic, a. Of, performed on, the open 
sea, esp. ~ sealing, whaling, [f. L pelagicus 
(as prec., -ic) ] 

Pelargon'ium, n. Genus of plants with 
showy flowers & fragrant leaves (pop. 
called geranium), [f. Gk pelargos stork] 

Pelas'gic (-zj - or -zg-), a. Of the Pelas- 
gians, an ancient people, on coasts & 
islands of Eastern Mediterranean & 
Aegean; ~ architecture, oldest form of 
masonry found in Greece, [f. L Pelasgus 
(Pelasgi f. Gk Pelasgoi, see -ic) ] 

pel'erine (or -en'), n. Woman’s long 
narrow cape or tippet, [f. F pelerine, 
fem. of ptlerin pilgrim] 

pelf, n. Money, wealth, (usu. derog. or 
joc.). [ME, f. ONF *pelfe, var. of OF 
pelf re, of unkn. orig.; see pilfer] 

pel'ican, n. Large water-fowl with pouch 
for storing fish, fabled to feed its young 
with its own blood. [OE, in ME rein¬ 
forced by OF pelican f. LL pelicanus f. 
Gk pelekan ] 

pelisse' (-es), n. Woman’s mantle with 
armholes or sleeves, reaching to ankles; 
child’s outdoor garment worn over other 
clothes; hussar officer’s fur-trimmed un¬ 
dress jacket. [F, f. med. L pellicia (vestis 
garment) of fur (pellis skin)] 

pellag'r[a, n. Deficiency disease charac¬ 
terized by cracking of skin & often ending 
in insanity. So ~ous a. [It., f. pelle agra 
rough skin] 

pell'et, n., & v.t. Small ball of paper, 
bread, etc.; pill; small shot; circular boss 
in coins etc.; (vb) hit with (esp. paper) 
~s. [ME, f. OF pelote f. Rom. *pelota f. 
L pila ball] 

pell'icle, n. Thin skin; membrane; film. 
Hence pelllc'ulAR1 a. [f. L pellicula, dim, 
of pellis skin] 

pell'itory, n. 1. (~ of Spain) plant with 

pungent-flavoured root, used as local 

irritant etc. 2. (~ of the wall) low bushy 

plant with greenish flowers growing on or 

at foot of walls. [1. alt. f. ME pelletre f. 

OF, f. L f. Gk purethron pyruthrum; 2. f. 

LL parictaria (paries -etis wall)] 

pen 

pell-mell', adv., a., & n. 1. In disorder, 
promiscuously; headlong, recklessly. 2. 
adj. Confused, tumultuous. 3. n. Con¬ 
fusion, medley, mel6e. [f. F pele-mele 
(pete orig. uncert. +mele f. miler mix) ] 

pellu'cid, a. Transparent, clear; clear in 
style or expression; mentally clear. Hence 
or cogn. pellucid'iTY n., ~ly2 adv. [f. L 
pellucidus f. PEit(Zucere shine), see -ip 1 ] 

Pel'manism, n. A 20th-c. mind-training 
system. [P] 

pel'met, n. Valance or narrow pendant 
border (esp. over window or door to 
conceal curtain rods), [prob. f. F palmelte 
conventional palm-leaf design used on 
cornices] 

pelor'us, n. Sighting device on ship’s 
compass for taking bearings, [f. P~, 
reputed name of Hannibal’s pilot] 

pelot'a, n. Basque game played with ball 
& wicker racket. [Sp., = ball, see pellet] 

pelt1, n. Skin of sheep or goat with short 
wool on; undressed skin of fur-bearing 
animal; raw skin of sheep etc. stripped 
of wool or fur, so pel'tRY(l) n. [ME, obsc. 
rel. to obs. pell or pellet skin, or back 
form. f. peltry; ult. f. L pellis skin] 

pelt2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Assail with missiles 
(also fig.); (intr., of rain etc.) beat with 
violence; strike repeatedly with missiles, 
go on firing at. 2. n. ~ing; (at) full ~ 
(speed), [c. 1500, of unkn. orig.] 

pel'tia, n. (pi. ~oe). Small light shield 
of ancient Greeks, Romans, etc.; (bot.) 
shield-like structure, so ~ate2(2) a. [L, f. 
Gk pelte] 

pel'v|is, n. (anat.). Basin-shaped cavity 
formed in most vertebrates by haunoh- 
-bones with sacrum & other vertebrae, 
whence ~ic a.; basin-like' cavity of 
kidney. [L, = basin] 

Pem'broke, n. Town in Wales; ~ table, 
p~, table on four fixed legs with hinged 
flaps that can be spread out & supported, 

pemm'ican, n. N.-Amer.-Ind. cake of 
dried & pounded meat mixed with melted 
fat; beef so treated & flavoured with 
currants etc. for travellers; (fig.) con¬ 
densed literary matter, [f. native pime- 
can (pimp fat) ] 

pem'phiglus, n. (path.). Formation of 
watery vesicles or eruptions on skin of 
body. Hence ~oid, ~ous, aa. [f. Gk 
pemphix -igos bubble] 

pen1, n. Small enclosure for cows, sheep, 
poultry, etc., or for other purposes; (W.- 
-Ind.) farm, plantation; submarine ~, 
enclosure (often with concrete roof) for 
sheltering submarines. [OE penn, of 
unkn. orig.] 

pen2, v.t. (-nn-). Enclose, shut up, shut 
in; shut up (cattle etc.) in pen. [ME 
pennen, app. f. prec.] 

pen3, n., & v.t. (-nn-). 1. Quill-feather 
with quill pointed & split into two sec¬ 
tions, for writing with ink; similar instru¬ 
ment of steel, gold, etc., fitted into rod 
of wood etc. (~'holder); writing, style of 
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this, as made a living with his ~, wields a pen,cil2, v.t. (-11-). Tint or mark (as) 
formidable ~; fountain—. 2. ~ & ink, with lead pencil; jot down with pencil; 
instruments of writing, writing; ~-<&-ink enter (horse’s name) in betting-book, 
a., drawn, written, with these; ^-feather, whence~1ee1 n. (racing si.), bookmaker 
quill-feather of bird’s wing knife, small or his clerk; (esp. in p.p.) mark delicately 
knife usu. carried in pocket; ~'man (-on), with thin concentric lines of colour or 
one who writes a (good, bad, etc.) hand, shading, [f. prec. ] 
author; -^’manship, skill in writing, style pen'dant1, -ent1, n. 1. Hanging orna- 
of handwriting, action or style of literary ment, esp. one attached to necklace, 
composition; ~-name, literary pseudo- bracelet, etc. 2. (naut.). (Also pennant) 
nym; ~'wiper, appliance usu. of small short rope hanging from head of mast etc. 
pieces of cloth for wiping ~ after use. with eye at lower end for receiving hooks 
3. v.t. Write, compose & write, (letter of tackles, (also) tapering flag, esp. that 
etc.). Hence ~'ful n. [ME, f. OF penne flown at mast-head of vessel in eommis- 
f. h penna feather ] sion; broad ~, short swallow-tailed ~ 

pen4, n. Female swan. [orig. unkn.] distinguishing commodore’s ship in 
pen'al, a. Of punishment; concerned with squadron; shank & ring of watch by which 
inflicting this, as ~ laws; (of offence) it is suspended. 3. (Also pr. pahn'dahn) 
punishable, esp. by law; inflicted as pun- match, parallel, companion, complement, 
ishment, as ~ servitude, imprisonment (to). [ME, f. OF (-ant), t. pendre hang f. L 
with hard labour (abolished 1948); used perulere, see -ant] 
as place of punishment, as a ~ colony, pen'dent2, -ant2, a. Hanging; overhang - 
Ilence ~LY2 adv. [ME, f. OF, or L ing; undecided, pending, whence pen'd- 
poenalis f. poena (pain1), see -al] ency n.; (gram.) of which the construc- 

pen'alize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Make, declare, tion is incomplete, esp.~ nominative (with 
(action) penal; (sport.) subject (com- no verb). [ME, as prec.] 
petitor, also fig.) to penalty or compar- p&ndSn'telit'e, adv. Pending the suit. [L] 
ative disadvantage, [-ize] penden'tive, n. (archit.). Each of spheri- 

pen'alty, n. Punishment, esp. (payment cal triangles formed by intersection of 
of) sum of money, for breach of law, rule, dome by two pairs of opposite arches 
or contract; the ~ of, disadvantage re- springing from the four supporting 
suiting from (quality etc.); (sport.) dis- columns. [F (-if, -ive), adj., as pendant1 
advantage imposed on competitor for -f-ivE] 
breaking rule or winning previous con- pend'ing, a. & prep. 1. Undecided, 
test; (bridge) points added to player’s awaiting decision or settlement, as a suit, 
score under the laws of the game; (foot- a treaty, was then ~. 2. prep. During, as 
ball) ~ area, part of ground in front of ~ these negotiations (orig. = while these 
goal in which a breach of the rules by negotiations are ~); until, as ~ his return. 
defenders involves award of a ~ kick [after F pendant3, -ing2] 
(at goal), [ult. f. med. L poenalitas (as pendrag'on, n. Ancient British or Welsh 
penal, see-ty)] prince. [W, = chief leader (pen head + 

pen'ance, n., & v.t. (In theological use) dragon standard)] 
a sacrament including contrition, con- pen'dulate, v.i. Swung like a pendulum; 
fession, satisfaction, & absolution; act of (fig.) be undecided, [as foil. +-ate3] 
self-mortification as expression of peni- pen'duline, a. (Of nest) suspended; (of 
tence, esp. one imposed by priest; do ~, bird) building such nest. [F (as foil. 4- 

perform such act; (v.t.) impose ~ on. -ine1)] 
[ME, f. OF peneaixce f. L paenitentia (as pen'dulous, a. Suspended, hanging down, 
penitent, see-ance)] (esp. of bird’s nest, flower, etc.); oscil- 

penann'ular, a. Almost ring-like. [f. L lating. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L pendulus 
paene almost, annular] (pendere hang) 4--0US] 

Penat'es (-z), n. pi. (Kom. myth.). House- pen'diilum, n. Body suspended so as to 
hold gods. [L] be free to swing, esp. rod with weighted 

pence. See penny. end regulating movement of clock’s 
penchant (see Ap.), n. Inclination, liking, works; swing of the ~, alternation of 

(for). [F, part, of peneher incline ] power between political parties; compen- 
pen'cil1, n. (Arch.) artist’s paint-brush sation ~; person, thing, that oscillates 

(still tech, of small brushes, esp. in comb., (lit. & fig.), [f. L neut. adj. as prec. ] 
as sable-, camelhair, ~); (fig.) draughts- Penel'ope, n. Chaste wife. [f. Gk 
man’s art or style; instrument for drawing Penelope, wufe of Odysseus ] 
or writing, esp. of black lead enclosed in pen'eplain, n. (geol.). A region that is 
cylinder of wood or in metal case with almost a plain, [f. L paene almost, 
tapering end; (optics) set of rays meeting plain 1 ] 
at a point; (geom.) figure formed by set penetral'ia, n. pi. Innermost shrine or 
of straight lines meeting at a point; — recesses. [L, neut. pi. of peuelralis 
-shaped object; ~-case, holder, usu. of interior, as foil., -al(2)] 
metal, for ~ or—lead. [ME, f. OF pincel pen'etrlate, v.t. & i. Find access into or 
ult. f. L peniciUum paint-brush] through, pass through; (of sight) pierce 
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through (darkness, thicket, etc.); per¬ 
meate ; imbue (person, thing, with); (fig.) 
see into, find out, discern, (person’s mind, 
meaning, design, the truth); (intr.) make 
a way (into, through, to); (part.) gifted 
with or suggestive of insight, (of voice 
etc.) easily heard through or above other 

' sounds. Hence or cogn. ~aBn/iTY, ~a'- 
tion, ~atOR, nn., ~aBLE, ~ativE, aa., 
~atingLT2, ~ativeLY2, adw. [f. L pene- 
trare f. root of penitus interior, see -ate3] 

peng'uin (-nggw-), n. Sea-fowl of south¬ 
ern hemisphere with wings represented 
by scaly paddles with which it swims 
under water, [orig. obsc. ] 

pen'ial, a. Of the penis, [-al] 
pen'icillate, a. (nat. hist.). Furnished 
with, forming, small tuft(s); marked 
with streaks as of pencil or brush, [as 
PENCIL, -ATE2] 

penlciil'in, n. Therapeutic drug (first 
discovered in mould) for preventing the 
growth of certain disease bacteria, [f. 
mod. L penicillium mould (L penicillum 
PENCIL1) +-IN] 

penin'sula, n. Piece of land almost sur¬ 
rounded by w’ater or projecting far into 
the sea; the P~, (in the Peninsular war) 
Spain & Portugal, (in 1914-18 war) 
Gallipoli, [f. L paeninsula (paene almost 
+ insula island) 1 

penin'sular, a. & n. 1. Of (the nature of) 
a peninsula; of the Peninsula or of the 
war there carried on between French & 
English etc. (1S08-14). 2. n. Inhabitant 
of a peninsula; (P~) soldier of the P~ 
war. [-AR1 ] 

penin'sulate, v.t. Make (land) into a 
peninsula, [-ate3] 

pen'is, n. (pi. -nes). Copulatory organ of 
male animal. [L, = tail, penis] 

pen'It|ent, a. & n. 1. That repents, 
contrite. 2. n. Repentant sinner, person 
doing penance under direction of con¬ 
fessor; (pi.) various R.-C. orders asso¬ 
ciated for mutual discipline etc. Hence 
or cogn. ~ence n., ~entLY2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF penitent f. L pacniterc repent, -ent] 

pemtSn'tial (-nshl), a. Of penitence or 
penance; the ~ psalms (vi, xxxii, xxxviii, 
li, cii, cxxx, cxliii). Hence ~lyt2 adv. 
[f. LL paenileniialis (paenxtentia peni¬ 
tence, as prec., see -ence & -al)] 

peniten'tiary (-sha-), n. & a. 1. Office in 
papal court deciding questions of pen¬ 
ance, dispensations, etc.; Grand P~, 
cardinal presiding over this; II asylum for 
prostitutes resolving on amendment; 
reformatory prison. 2. adj. Of penance, 
of reformatory treatment, [ult. f. med. L 
pcnitentarius adj. & n. (penitence, -ary)] 

penn'ant, n. = pendant1 (naut.); = pen¬ 

non. [compromise between pendant & 

pennon] 
penn'lfobm, a. (nat. hist.). Having the 
form or appearance of a feather. So 
penniF'EKOUS a. [f. L penna feather, see 

-FORM] 

penn'iless, a. Having no money; poor, 
destitute, [f. penny + -less] 

penn'ill, n. (pi. ~ion pr. -Il'yon). (Stanza 
of) improvised verse sung to harp at 
Eisteddfod etc. [Welsh, f. yenn head] 

penn'on, n. Long narrow flag, triangular 
or swallow-tailed, esp.. as, military en¬ 
sign of lancer regiments; long pointed 
streamer of ship; flag. Hence ~ed2 (-nd) 
a. [ME, f. OF penon f. L penna feather, 
see -oon 1 

penn'y, n. (pi. p&nce exc. as below). 1. 
English bronze coin worth 1/12 of shilling 
(in pi. pence combined with numbers from 
2 to 11 & 20, pr. without stress, as six¬ 
pence but eight'cen pence’; after numeral 
written d. — denarius, as 6d.; pi. pennies 
of individual coins as such, as gave me my 
change in pennies, doled it out in single 
pennies); ‘(colloq.) a cent; (bibl.) = 
denarius. 2. A pretty ~, a good sum of 
money: Peter’s ~, pence-, a ~ for your 
thoughts (said to person absorbed in 
thought); in for a~,in for a pound, thing 
once begun must be concluded at all 
costs; take care of the pence, be sparing in 
small outlays; turn an tumesl make 
something by an odd job; a ~ plain & 
twopence coloured (jeer at cheap showi¬ 
ness). 3. ~-a-line a., (of writing) cheap, 
superficial, ~-a-liner, hack writer; ||~ 
blood (si.), =~ dreadful; ||~ farthing 
(colioq.), old type of high bicycle; ~-in- 
-ifte-SLOT; |] ~ post (for conveyance of 
letters at former ordinary charge of Id. 
irrespective of distance); ~-weight (abbr. 
dwt), measure of weight, 24 grains, 1/20 of 
an ounce Troy; ~ wise, (over-)careful in 
small expenditures, esp. ~ wise & pound 
foolish, careful in small, wasteful in large 
matters; ~ioor< (-welt), (also wall ~wort) 
plant with rounded concave leaves grow¬ 
ing in crevices of rocks & walls, (marsh or 
water ~wort) small herb with rounded 
leaves growing in marshy places; ~worth, 
penn’orth, (pSn'iwdttli, pSn'erth), as much 
as can be bought for a ~, not a ~icorth, 
not the least bit, a good, bad,, ~worth 
(bargain); II fivc~, ten~, etc., na.il, sizes of 
nail orig. costing 5d. etc. per 100. [OE, 
OS penning, OHGpfenning, ON penningr, 
of unkn. orig.] 

pennyroy'al, n. Kind of mint cultivated 
for supposed medicinal virtues, [app. f. 
earlier pulyole ryale f. OF poliol thyme 
(dim. f. L pulegium) + royal] 

penol'ogly, n. Study of punishment & of 
prison management. Hence penolo’gi- 
cal a., ~ist n. [f. L poena penalty + -o- + 

-logy ] 

pen'sile, a. Hanging down, pendulous; 
(of bird etc.) that constructs ~ nest. [f. L 
pensilis (pendere pens- hang, see -il) ] 

pen'sion (-shn), n., & v.t. 1. Periodical 
payment made esp. by government, com¬ 
pany, or employer, in consideration of 
past services or of relinquishment of 
rights etc. (II Ministry of P~s, department 
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instituted in 1914-18 war); such payment 
to person who is not a professed servant 
for good will, secret service, etc., or to 
artists, scientists, etc., to enable them to 
carry on work of public interest; old-age 
~, weekly payment by government to 
poor persons, or every one, after speci¬ 
fied age. 2. II Consultative assembly of 
members of Gray’s Inn. 3. (pr. pahn'si- 
awn). Boarding-house at fixed rate; 
live en ~ (as boarder). 4. v.t. Grant ~ 
to, buy over with ~; ~ off, dismiss with 
~. Hence ~lbss (-sho-) a. [ME, f. OF 
f. L pensionem payment (pendere pens- 
pay, -ion)) 

pensionable (-sho-), a. Entitled, (of 
services etc.) entitling person, to pension. 
[-ABLE] 

pen'sionarv (-sho-), a. & n. (Recipient) of 
a pension; creature, hireling; Grand P~ 
(hist.), first minister of Holland & Zealand 
(1619-1794). [f. med. L pensionarius (as 
pension, see -ARY1)] 

pen'sioner (-sho-), n. Recipient of pen¬ 
sion; hireling, creature (obs.); II (Camb. 
Univ.) undergraduate who is not a 
scholar on the foundation or a sizar but 
pays for his own commons etc. (= com¬ 

moner at Oxf. Univ.). [ME, f. AF pen- 
sionner (OF -ier) (as prec.)] 

pen'sive, a. Plunged in thought; melan¬ 
choly. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, 
f. OF (-if, -ive), f. penser think f. L pensarc 
frequent, of pencUre pens- weigh] 

pen'stock, n. Sluice, flood-gate, [pen1 in 
sense ‘ mill-dam ’ + stock ] 

pent, a. Closely confined, shut in or up. 
[p.p. of pend var. of pen2] 

pent|a- (bef. vowel pent-), comb, form of 
Gk pente five, as: pen’taehord (-k-), musical 
instrument of 5 strings, series of 5 notes; 
~adac'tyl a. & n., (person, animal) with 5 
toes or fingers on each limb, so ~adactyl'ic 
a., ~adac'tylism n.; ~a'gynous, with 5 
pistils; ~ahed'ron (-a-h-), solid figure of 5 
faces, so ~ahed'ral a.; ~am'erous, (bot., 
also written b-merovs) having parts of 
flower-whorl 5 in number, (zool.) consist¬ 
ing of 5 joints; ~an’drous, with 5 free 
stamens; '—apet’alcms, with 5 petals; 
~ap'ody, verse, sequence in verse, of 5 
feet; pen’lastich (-k),rgroup of 5 lines 
in verse; ~at&ni’ic, having 5 atoms of 
some substance in the molecule; ~atdn'ic, 
of 5 notes; ~av'alenl, with combining 
power of 6 atoms of hydrogen etc. 

pen'tacle, n. Figure used as symbol, esp. 
in magic, prob. = pentagram. [F, or f. 

med. 'L*pentaculum, app. f. penta-+-cule] 

pen'tad, n. The number, group of, five; 
five-day period; (chem.) element, radical, 
with combining power of five. [f. LL f. 

Gk pentas -ados (pente five, -ad)] 
pen'tagon, n. Five-sided (usu. plane rec¬ 

tilineal) figure; *the JP~, headquarters of 
U.S. defence forces. Hence pentag'onAL 
a., [f. F (-gone) or LL f. Gk PENTA(pdraon f. 
gonia angle)] 

pen'tagram, n. Five-pointed star formed 
by producing sides of pentagon both ways 
till they intersect, formerly used as 
mystic symbol, [f. Gk PENTAfarammon f. 
gramme line) ] 

pentam'eter, n. (Gk & La.t. pros.) form 
of dactylic verse composed of two halves 
each of two feet (dactyls in second half, 
dactyls or "spondees in first) & long 
syllable, chiefly used alternately with 
hexameters to form elegiac verse; English 
iambic verse of ten syllables. [L, f. Gk 
PENTA(mefros f. metron measure) ] 

pen'tane, n. Paraffin hydrocarbon having 
five carbon atoms in the molecule occur¬ 
ring as a colourless fluid in petroleum etc. 
[f. Gk pente five + -ane(2)] 

Pen'tateuch (-k), n. First five books of 
O.T., traditionally ascribed to Moses. 
Hence pentateuch'AL (-kl) a. [f. LL f. Gk 
PENTA(feuA-7ios implement, in late Gk, 
book) of five books] 

pentath'lon, n. (Gk ant.) athletic contest 
of five events in each of which all com¬ 
petitors took part; similar contest (in 
riding, fencing, pistol-shooting, swim¬ 
ming, cross-country running) in modern 
Olympic Games. [Gk, f. penta- +athlon 
contest] 

Pen'tecost, n. Jewish harvest festival, on 
fiftieth day after the second day of Pass- 
over (Levit. xxiii. 15, 16), (later) syna¬ 
gogue anniversary of giving of Law on 
Sinai; (arch.) Whit Sunday. Hence 
pentecos'tAL a. [OE, ME, f. LL f. Gk 
pentecoste (hemera) fiftieth (day)] 

pent'house (-t-h-), (arch.) pen'tice, n. 
Sloping roof, esp. as subsidiary structure 
attached to wall of main building; ’‘apart¬ 
ment or flat built on roof; awning, 
canopy, or the like. [ME penlis, aphetic 
f. OF apentis, -dis, — med. L appen- 
dicium, in LL = appendage] 

pen'tode, a. (Of wireless valves) having 
five electrodes, [f. Gk pente five+hodos 
way] 

II Pen'tonville, n. London prison asso¬ 
ciated -with the principle of confinement 
in separate cells, to suit which and to 
serve as a model it was designed, 

pentstem'on, n. Bright-flowered garden 
plant, [irreg. f. penta- + Gk stemon warp 
(cf. stamen)] 

penult' (or peO, penul'timate, aa. & nn. 
Last but one; (n.) last syllable but one. 
[(-ult abbr.) f. L paene almost-[-ultimate 

after L paenultimus] 
penum'br|a, n. Partly shaded region 
around shadow of opaque body, esp. 
round total shadow of moon or earth in 
eclipse; lighter outer part of sun-spot; 
partial shadow. Hence ~al a. [f. L 
paene almost + umbra shadow] 

penur'lous, a. Poor, scanty; stingy, 
grudging, whence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[f. med. L penuriosus (foil., -ous)] 

pen'ury, n. Destitution, poverty; lack, 
scarcity, (of). [ME, f. L penuria] 
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pe'on (or pun), n. (In India) office- 
-messenger, attendant, orderly; (Span. 
Amer.) day-labourer; (Mex.) enslaved 
debtor (hist.). [(1) f. Port, peao, F prion; 
(2) f. Sp. peon; f. Las pawn1] 

pe'onage, n. Employment, service, of 
peons, [-age] 

pe'ony, n. Plant with large globular red 
or white flowers, in cultivation often 
double. [ME & ONF pione f. L f. Gk 
paionia (Pawn, physician of the gods); 
later peony assirn. to L, whence dir. OE 
peonie] 

people (pe'pl), n., & v.t. 1. Persons com¬ 
posing community, race, or nation, as the 
English ~, English-speaking ~s, a warlike 
~, (treated as sing.); the persons belong¬ 
ing to a place or forming a company or 
class etc. (the ~ of the western counties 
were in revolt, the ~ here are furious), 
subjects of king etc., congregation of 
parish priest etc., (as pi.); armed followers, 
retinue, workpeople, etc., (as pi.); chosen, 

peculiar, ~; one’s parents or other 
relatives, as his ~ are sure to hear of it; 
the commonalty (as pi.);, the body of 
enfranchised or qualified citizens (as sing, 
or pi.); persons in general, as ~ don’t like 
to be kept waiting. 2. v.t. Fill with ~, 
populate, fill (place with animals etc.); (of 
persons, animals, etc.) inhabit, occupy, 
fill, esp. in p.p., as a thickly ~d country. 
[ME, f. OF pople, poeple, peuple, etc., f. L 
populus ] 

*pep, n. (si.). Vigour, go, spirit; ~ pill (for 
inducing ~); ~ talk, exhortation to 
activity. Hence *~p'Y2 a. (si.), full of ~. 
[abbr. pepper] 

peperi'no (-re-), n. Light porous (usu. 
brown) volcanic rock formed of sand, 
cinders, etc. [It., f. pepere pepper, see 
-INE 1 ] 

pepp'er1, n. 1. Pungent aromatic condi¬ 
ment got from dried berries of certain 
plants used whole (~corns) or ground into 
powder; black ~, plant chiefly used for 
this; black, white, ~ (from unripe, ripe, 
berries); cayenne ~ ; (fig.) anything pun¬ 
gent. 2. -—&-sdlt, cloth of dark & light 
wools woven together, showing small dots 
of dark & light intermingled; ~box, 
small usu. round box with perforated lid 
for sprinkling ~, II irregular buttress in 
Eton fives-court; ~-castor, -er, = ~box 
(1st sense); ~eorn, dried berry of black 
~, esp. as nominal rent; ~mint, kind 
of mint grown for its essential oil, this 
oil, lozenge flavoured with ~mint; ~-pot, 
= ~-castor, (also) W.-Ind. dish of meat 
etc. stewed with red~ etc., (also, as nick¬ 
name) Jamaican. [OE pipor, OHG 
pfeffar, ON piparr f. L piper — Gk peperi 
of oriental orig.] 

pepp'er2, v.t. Sprinkle, treat, with pep¬ 
per; besprinkle as with pepper; pelt 
with missiles (lit. or fig.); punish severely. 
[f. prec. ] 

pepp'ery, a. Of, like, abounding in, 

percale 

pepper; (fig.) pungent, stinging, hot- 
-tempered. [-Y2] 

pep'sin, n. A ferment contained in gastric 
juice, converting proteins into peptones 
in presence of weak acid. [f. Gk pepsis 
digestion (pep- cook) + -in ] 

pep'tlc, a. & n. Digestive; ~ glands 
(secreting gastric juice); (n. pi., joc.) 
digestive organs, [f. Gk peptikos (as 
prec., see -ic)] 

pep'tlone, n. Class of albuminoid sub¬ 
stances soluble in water & non-coagulable 
by heat into which proteins are converted 
by the action of pepsin in the process of 
digestion. Hence ~onizE(3) v.t. [f. G 
pepton f. Gk pepton cooked] 

per, prep. Through, by, by means of. 
1. In L phrr. (usu. ital.); ~ ann'um, (so 
much) by the year, yearly; ~ cap’ut (Sc 
erron. ~ cdp'ita), a head, each; ~ cdn'tra 
adv. & n., (on) the opposite side (of an 
account etc.); ~ di'&m, mUn'sHm, (so much) 
by the day, month; ~ mill'e, in or to the 
thousand; ~ procuration'&m (abbrr. ~ 
proc., ~ pro., p.p.), by proxy, by the 
action of (person signing document); ~ 
sdl'tum, without intermediate steps, all 
at once; ~ se, by or in itself, intrinsically. 
2. As E prep.; by, by means or instru¬ 
mentality of, as ~ post, rail, steamer, 
bearer-, (joc.) os ~ usual, as usual; for 
each, as a shilling ~ man, 5 ~ cent; ~ 
second ~ second, ~ second every second 
(of rate of acceleration over indefinite 
period). [L] 

per-, pref. = L prep, per (prec.). 1. In L 
senses; through, all over, (~forate, ~vade); 
completely, very (~turb); to destruction, 
to the bad, (~vert, edition). 2. Chem. 
denoting maximum of some element in 
combination; in names of binary com¬ 
pounds in -ide (formerly -uret), as 
~chloride, ~iodide, ~oxide, ~sulphide; in 
adjj. in -ic naming oxides, acids, etc., as 
~chlor ic, ~iod ic, ~manganic; in names of 
salts of these etc., as ~chlorate, ~iodate, 
~manganate, ~sulphate. 

peradven'ture, adv. & n. (arch, or joc.). 
1. Perhaps; if, lest, ~, if, lest, it chance 
that. 2. n. Uncertainty, chance, con¬ 
jecture ; beyond, without, (all) ~ (doubt). 
[ME, f. OF per or par aventure by chance 
(per f-aventure adventure)] 

perai' (-rahi, -rl), pira'ya (-rahyra), n. 
Voracious Amer. freshwater fish, [native 
(-ya)] 

peram'bullate, v.t. Walk through, over, 
or about; travel through & inspect (terri¬ 
tory) ; formally establish boundaries of 
(parish etc.) by walking round them. 
Hence or cogn. ~a'tion n., ~atORY a. 
[f. L FFAiiambulare walk), see -ate3] 

II peram'bulator, n. Hand carriage for 
one or two children, with three or four 
v'heels, pushed from behind (colloq. 
abbr. pram), [f. prec. + -or] 

percale' (or -ahl), n. A closely woven 
cotton fabric. [F, of unkn. orig. ] 
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perceive' (-sev), v.t. Apprehend with 
the mind, observe, understand, (cir¬ 
cumstance, that, how, etc.); apprehend 
through one of the senses, esp. sight. 
[ME, f. *perceivre, north, form of OF 
percoivre, f. L per(cipere cept- — capere 
take)] 

percentage, n. Rate, proportion, per 
cent; (loosely) proportion, as only a small 
~ of books are worth reading, [-age ] 

pdb'cept, n. (philos.). Object of percep¬ 
tion; mental product, as opp. to action, 
of perceiving, [as perceive] 

percep'tlible, a. That can be perceived 
by senses or intellect. Hence ~iBiL'iTY 
n., ~IbLY2 adv. [f. LL perceptibilis (as 
prec., see -ble) ] 

perc£p't|ion, n. Act, faculty, of perceiv¬ 
ing; intuitive recognition (of truth, aes¬ 
thetic quality, etc.); (philos.) action by 
which the mind refers its sensations to 
external object as cause; (law) collection 
(of rents etc.). Hence or cogn. ~ionAL 
(-sho-),~ivE, aa.,~ivetY2 adv.,~iveNESS, 
pdrceptiv'iTY, nn. [ME, f. OF, or L 
perceptio (as perceive, see -ion)] 

perchL, n. European spiny-finned fresh¬ 
water fish, used as food. [ME, f. OF 
perche f. L f. Gk per he] 

perch2, n. 1. Horizontal bar for bird to 
rest upon; anything serving for this, as 
bird lakes its~ (alights); (fig.) elevated or 
secure position; hop the~, die, knock (per¬ 
son) off his ~, vanquish, destroy, him; 
centre pole of some four-wheeled vehicles. 
2. (Also pole, rod) measure of length esp. 
for land, 5£ yds; square ~, 30£ sq. yds. 
[ME, f. OF perche f. L pertica pole] 

pdbch3, v.i. & t. Alight, rest, as bird (upon 
bough etc.); (of person etc.) settle, alight, 
(upon); place (as) upon perch (esp. in 
p.p., as town ~ed on a hill). Hence ~'er1 

n., (one of) a large class of passerine birds 
with feet adapted for ~ing. [ME, f. OF 
percher, as prec. ] 

perchance' (-ah-), adv. (arch.). By chance; 
possibly, maybe. [ME, f. AF par chance 
(par by + chance)] 

percHeron (pai-'sherawn), n. Strong & 
swift horse bred in le Perche, district of 
France. [F] 

percip'I|ent, a. & n. 1. Perceiving, con¬ 
scious. 2. n. One who perceives esp. 
(telepathy) something outside range of 
senses. Hence ~ence n. [f. L as per¬ 

ceive, see -ent] 

perc'oliate, v.i. & t. (Of liquid) filter, 
ooze, through (also fig.); (trans.) ooze 
through, permeate; (of person or strainer) 
strain (liquid, powder) through pores etc. 
Hence or cogn. ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. 
L per (colare strain f. colum strainer), - ate 3 ] 

percuss', v.t. (med.). Tap gently with 
finger or instrument for purposes of dia¬ 
gnosis etc. [f. L PER(cu(ere eu-ss- = quatere 
shake) strike] 

percu'ssion (-shn), n. Forcible striking 
of one (usu. solid) body against another; 
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(med.) percussing; (mus.) instrument of 
(played by) ~~ cap, small copper cap 
or cylinder in fire-arm, containing fulmi¬ 
nating powder and exploded by ~ of 
a hammer. So percuss'lVE a. [f. F, or 
L percussio (a.s prec., see -ion)] 

percutan'eous, a. Made, done, through 
the skin, [per- + cutaneous] 

perdi'tion, n. Eternal death, damnation. 
[ME, f. OF perdiciun f. LL perdilionem f. 
per (Acre dit- = dare give) destroy, see 
-ion] 

p€hdu(e)', a. (Mil.) placed as an outpost 
in hiding, esp. lie ~; (often as F, with 
fem. -due) hidden. [F, p.p. of perdre lose, 
as prec.] 

perdur'lable, a. Permanent; eternal; 
durable. Hence or cogn. ~aBiL'iTY n., 
~abLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF f. LL ter- 
(durabilis durable)] 

pare (par, & see Ap.), n. Father (appended 
to surname to distinguish father from 
son, ef. fils). [F] 

pe'regrin|ate, v.i. (now joc.). Travel, 
journey. So ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. L 
peregrinari (as foil.), see -ate3] 

pe'regrin(e), a. & n. 1. (arch.). Foreign, 
imported from abroad, outlandish. 2. ~ 
(falcon), kind esteemed for hawking, [f. 
L peregrinus (peregre abroad, f. per -f ager 
field, see -ine1)] 

pe'remptorly (or per6mp:), a. Final, esp. 
(law) ~j/ mandamus (in which the com¬ 
mand is absolute), ~y writ (enforcing 
defendant’s axipearance without option); 
(of statement or command) admitting no 
denial or refusal; absolutely fixed, essen¬ 
tial; (of person etc.) dogmatic, imperious, 
dictatorial. Hence ~ily2 adv., ~iness n. 
[f. L peremptorius destructive f. per(irnere 
em.pt- = emere take, buy) destroy, cut off, 
see -ory : in legal use f. LL ] 

perenn'ial (-nyal), a. & n. 1. Lasting 
through, (of stream) flowing through all 
seasons of, the year; lasting long or for 
ever; (of plant) living several years (of. 
annual). 2. n. ~ plant. Hence peren- 
nial'iTY n., ~ly2 adv. [f. L PER(ermis f. 
annus year) + -al ] 

pdi'f'ect1, a. & n. 1. Complete, not 
deficient; faultless; (of lesson) thoroughly 
learned; thoroughly trained or skilled (in 
duties etc.); exact, precise, as <z~ square, 
circle; entire, unqualified, as a ~ stranger, 
~ nonsense; (gram., of tense) denoting 
completed event or action viewed in re¬ 
lation to the present (future ~, giving 
sense will have done); (hot.) having all 
four whorls of tho flower; (mus.) ~ 
interval, fourth & fifth as they would 
occur in the major or minor scale starting 
upon the lower note of the interval, also 
the octave. 2. n. ~ tense. Hence ~ly2 
adv., (esp.) quite, quite well, completely, 
~ness n. [ME & OF parfit, -fet f. L per- 

(ficere fed- = facere do) complete] 
perfect'2 (or ptTrf'ikt), v.t. Complete, 
carry through; make perfect; improve. 
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Hence ~ibil'ity n., perfec'tiBLE a. [f. 

prec. ] 
perfection, n. Completion; making per¬ 
fect ; full development; faultlessness; 
(loosely) comparative excellence; perfect 
person or thing; highest pitch, extreme, 
perfect specimen or manifestation, (of 
quality etc.); (w. pi.) accomplishment. 
[ME, f. OF, f. L perfectionem (as perfect l, 

see -ion)] 

perfec'tion|ist (-sho-), n. One who holds 
that religious or moral perfection may 
be attained; one who aims at perfection 
in Ins work (freq. dcrog.); (P~is() member 
of communistic community of Oneida 
Creek, N.Y. So ~ism n. [-ist] 

perfdiw'id, a. Very fervid, [per-] 

pdrf'Idy, n. Breach of faith, treachery. 
Hence or cogn. perfid'ious a., perfid'i- 
ously2 adv., perfid'iousxBSS n. [f. 
L perfldia f. per(fidus f. fidcs faith) 
treacherous] 

perfol'iate, a. (bot.). Having the stalk 
apparently passing through the leaf. [f. 
per- + L folium leaf + -ate2 ] 

pfTff'or | ate, v.t. & i. Make hole(s) through, 
pierce, esp. make rows of holes in (sheet) 
to separate stamps, coupons, etc., make 
an opening into; pass, extend, through; 
(intr.) penetrate (into, through, etc.). 
Hence or cogn. ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn., 
~ati\’F, a. [f. L per (forare bore), see 
-ATE 3 ] 

perforce', adv. & n. Of necessity: (n., 
rare) necessity, as of, by, ~. [ME, f. OF 
par force by force ] 

perform', v.t. & i. Carry into effect (com¬ 
mand, promise, task, operation, etc.); go 
through, execute, (public function, play, 
piece of music, etc.); (intr.) act in play, 
play, sing, etc.; (of trained animals) exe¬ 
cute tricks etc. at public show etc., 
whence —TNG2 a. Hence~ABLE a.,~er 1 n. 
[ME perform (alt., thr. AF, to -forme 
(form)) f. OF parfo(u)rnir (whence 14th 
c. (obs.) per furnish perform, furnish)] 

perform'ance, n. Execution (of com¬ 
mand etc.); carrying out, doing; notable 
feat; performing of play or public ex¬ 
hibition, as there are two ~s a day, the 
afternoon ~. [-ANCE, perh. thr. AF] 

p£tf'ume *, n. Odorous fumes of burning 
substance; sweet smell; smell; fluid con¬ 
taining essence of flowers etc., scent. 
Hence ~LESS a. [f. F parfum, as foil. ] 

perfume'2, v.t. Impart sweet scent to, im¬ 
pregnate with sweet smell, (esp. in p.p.). 
[f. F parfumer (per- + L fumare smoke)] 

perfum'ler, n. Maker, seller, of perfumes. 
Hence ~eky(1, 2, 3) n. [-ER1] 

perfunc'torly, a. Done merely for sake 
of getting through a duty, acting thus, 
superficial, mechanical, as a—y inspection, 
iivquirer, in a —V manner. Hence — 1EY 2 
adv., ~xnf,ss n. [f. LL perfunctorius f. 
rm( fungi fund- perform), see -ory] 

perfuse' (-z), v.t. Besprinkle (with water 
etc.); cover, suffuse, (vnth radiance etc.); 
pour (water etc.) through or over. Hence 
or cogn. perfu'siON (-zhn) n., perfus'rvE 
a. [f. L VF.R(fundere fus- pour)] 

pergamen'eous, a. Of or like parchment. 
[f. L pergamena parchment 4- -eous ] 

pdFg'ola, n. Arbour, covered walk, 
formed of growing plants trained over 
trellis-work. [It., f. L pergula projecting 
roof (pergere proceed)] 

pergunn'ah (-a), -ga'na (-gtY), n. Divi¬ 
sion of territory in India, group of villages, 
[f. Pers. & Hind, pa.rganah district] 

perhaps' (colloq. praps), adv. It may be, 
possibly, as ~ he has lost it, he has ~ lost 
it, ~ you would like to see it 7 [per -f hats 

(Pl.)l 
per'i, n. (Pers. myth.) fairy, good (orig. 

evil) genius; beautiful or graceful being. 
[Pers. ] 

peri-, pref. = Gk peri round, about, 
as: pi'rianth, floral envelope; ~cardit'is 
n., inflammation of the ~cardium; 
~card’ium, membranous sac enclosing 
the heart, so ~card'iac, ~card'ial, aa.; 
pericarp, seed-vessel, wall of ripened 
ovary of plant; ~chon'drium (-k-), mem¬ 
brane enveloping cartilages (except at 
joints); ~clin’al (geol.), sloping in all 
directions from central point; ~gflnous 
(pcrij2), (of stamen) situated around pistil 
or ovary; ~<5s7£ura, membrane envelop¬ 
ing the bones, so ~6s'teal a., ~os(it'is n.; 
~pteral (perip-), (of temple) surrounded by 
single row of pillars; p&'risperm, mass of 
albumen outside embryo-sac in some 
seeds; p&'ristome, (bot.) fringe of small 
teeth around mouth of capsule in mosses, 
(zool.) parts around mouth in various 
invertebrates; ~lyphlit'is, inflammation 
of some part around the caecum, e.g. 
appendicitis. 

pS'riapt, n. Thing worn about the person 
as charm, amulet, [f. F periapte f. Gk 
FERi(«p(on. f. ha.pto fasten)] 

pe'riclase, n. Mineral consisting of mag¬ 
nesia & protoxide of iron, found esp. on 
Vesuvius, [f. peri- (=> ‘ very ’) -f Gk klasis 
breaking, from its perfect cleavage] 

peric'ope, n. Short passage, paragraph; 
portion of Scripture read in public wor¬ 
ship. [f. LL f. Gk peri (hope cutting f. 
kopto cut)] 

pericran'ium, n. Membrane enveloping 
skull; (joc.) skull, brain, intellect, [f. 
Gk peri(kranion cranium)] 

pe'ridot, n. (Jeweller’s name for) olivine, 
kind of chrysolite. [ME peritot(e) f. OF 
peritot (mod. peridot), of unkn. orig. ] 

pe'rlgee, n. That point in planet’s (esp. 
moon’s) orbit at which it is nearest to 
earth (cf. apogee). Hence perige'AN a. 
[lGth c. perige(e), perigeum, f. F perigie 
& mod. L f. late Gk PERi(peion f. ge 
earth)] 

For other words in peri- see peri 
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perihel'ion (-lyon), n. That point in 
planet’s orbit at which it is nearest to 
sun (cf. aphelion). [Graecized f. mod. L 
perihelium (PERi--fGk helios sun), after 
perigeum (prec.)] 

pe'ril, n., & v.t. (-11-)- 1. Danger; in~ of 
(in danger of losing) one’s life etc.; you do 
it at your ~, you take the risk; keep off at 
your ~ (take the risk if you do not). 2. 
y.t. Expose to danger, imperil. Hence or 
cogn. ~ous a., ~ously2 adv., ~ousness 
n. [ME, f. OF peril f. L periculum] 

perim'eter, n. Circumference, outline, of 
closed figure; length of this; outer 
boundary of camp or fortification; instru¬ 
ment for measuring the field of vision, [f. 
L f. Gk peri (metros f. metron measure)] 

perine'lum, n. (anat.). Region of the 
body between anus & scrotum or vulva. 
Hence ~al a. [LL, f. Gk perinaios, cf. 
Iieris -inos scrotum] 

per'iod, n. & a. 1. Round of time marked 
by recurrence of astronomical coinci¬ 
dences; time of planet’s revolution. 2. 
Time during which disease runs its 
course; (usu. pi.) menses. 3. Indefinite 
portion of history, life, etc.; any portion 
of time; the ~, the present day (the girl, 
costume, catchwords, etc., of the ~). 4. 
Complete sentence, esp. one of several 
clauses; (pi.) rhetorical language. 5. Full 
pause at end of sentence, full stop (.) 
marking this, (put a~ to, bring to an end). 
6. Set of figures marked off in large 
number, as in numeration, recurring 
decimals, etc. 7. adj. Belonging to, 
characteristic of, a particular (past) ~ 
(esp. of furniture, dress, & architecture). 
[ME, f. OF periods f. L f. Gk peri(odos = 
hodos way) ] 

period'ic, a. Of revolution of heavenly 
body, as ~ motion-, recurring at regular 
intervals, so periodi'ciTY n.; recurring 
at intervals: ~ table (chern.), arrange¬ 
ment of elements in order of atomic 
numbers & in which elements of similar 
chemical properties appear periodically 
& fall into definite groups; expressed 
in periods, [f. F pdriodique or L f. Gk 
pcriodikos (as prec., see -ic)] 

periodical, a. & n. 1. = prec. (not in last 
sense). 2. (Magazine, miscellany) pub¬ 
lished at regular intervals, e.g. monthly. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [-al] 

peripatet'lic, a. & n. 1. (P~ie). Aris¬ 
totelian (a. & n.; so called from Aristotle’s 
custom of walking in Lyceum while 
teaching). 2. Walking from place to 
place on one’s business, itinerant, whence 
~ically adv. 3. n. (chiefly joc.). Itinerant 
dealer. Hence ~Icism(2, 3) n. [f. F 
peripatdtique or L f. Gk peripatetikos f. 
rERl(pofeo walk), see -ic] 

perlpetei'a (-ia), -tla, n. Sudden change 
of fortune in drama or in life. [Gk 
peri(peteia f. pet- fall)] 

penph er|y, n. Bounding line esp. of 
round surface; external boundary or sur¬ 
face. Hence ~al a., ~alLY2 adv. [f. LL 
f. Gk peri(phereia f. phero bear) circum¬ 
ference ] 

per!ph'ras!is, n. (pi. ~es). Roundabout 
way of speaking, circumlocution; round¬ 
about phrase. Hence or cogn. peri¬ 
phrastic a. (~tic conjugation, genitive, 
one formed analytically w. aux. vb, w. 
preposition, instead of by inflexion, as 
did go — went, of Caesar— Caesar’s), peri- 
phras'tiCALLY adv. [L f. Gk, f. peri- 

(phrazd declare, vbl adj. -phrastos)] 
perique' (-ek), n. Dark Louisiana to¬ 
bacco of a choice kind. [Louisiana F] 

pe'riscope, n. Kinds of tube-&-mirror 
apparatus by which an observer in a 
trench or in a submarine submerged to 
a small depth can see things above the 
parapet or water; kind of photographic 
object-glass. Hence periscop'ic a., 
enabling one to see distinctly for some 
distance round axis of vision, [peri-, 

-scope ] 

pe'rish, v.i. & t. Suffer destruction, lose 

life, come to untimely end (by the sword 
etc.); (of cold or exposure) reduce to dis¬ 
tress or inefficiency (usu. in pass.; we u-ere 
~ed with cold; in ~ing cold; the heat had 
~ed all vegetation), whence ~ingLY2 adv. ; 
we were ~ed (much incommoded) with 
cold, hunger, etc. Hence ||~erx n. (si.), 
blighter, ||~ing2 a. (si.), beastly, bloody. 
[ME, f. OF perir (see -ish2) f. L PER(ire go) ] 

pe'rishable, a. & n. 1. Liable to perish ; 
subject to speedy decay. 2. n. pi. Things 
(esp. foodstuffs in transit) subject to 
tins. Hence ~ness n. [-able] 

perispSm'enon (pi. -era,), a. & n. (Gk 
gram.). (Word) with circumflex accent on 
last syllable. [Gk neut,. part, of PERi(spao 

draw) draw round, mark with circumflex] 
periss'o- in comb. = Gk perissos, uneven, 

odd, redundant, as ~dac'tylate (zool.), 
having an odd number of toes on each 
foot. 

peris'talith, n. (archaeol.). Ring of stand¬ 
ing stones round burial-mound etc. [ir- 
reg. f. Gk PERi(stafos standing) + -lith] 

peristal'|tic, a. (physiol.). Applied to the 
automatic muscular movement consisting 
of wave-like contractions in successive 
circles, by which contents of alimentary 
canal etc. are propelled along it. So ~sis 
n., ~tic movement, ~tiCALLY adv. [f. Gk 
peristaltikos (peri-, stello send)] 

pe'ristyle, n. Row of columns surround¬ 
ing temple, court, cloister, etc.; space so 
surrounded, [f. F peristyle f. L f. Gk 
VKHUsiulon f. stulos pillar)] 

periton|e'um, -n|ae'um, n. (anat.). 
Double serous membrane lining cavity 
of abdomen. Hence ~c'al a., ~It'is n. 

[LL, f. Gk PERi(f<mawwi. f. ton- stem of 
teino stretch)] 

For other words in peri- see peri-. 
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pe'riwig, n. Wig. Hence ~gED2 (-gd) a. 

[16th c. perwylce etc., f. F perruque 
PERUKEj 

pe'riwinkle1, n. Kinds of plants, esp. 

lesser & greater ~, evergreen trailing plants 

with light-blue flowers; ~ (blue), colour 

of ~s. [ME, f. AF pervenke — OF per- 
venche f. LL pervinca, w. assim. to foil.] 

pe'riwinkle2, n. Edible gastropod mol¬ 

lusc, winkle, [f. 1530, of unkn. orig.; cf. 

syn. OE pinewinclan (? wine-)] 
pehj'ur|e (-jer), v. refl. ~e oneself, for¬ 

swear oneself; (p.p.) guilty of perjury. 

So ~ER1 (-er-) n. [ME, f. AF = OF par- 
jurer f. L PERO'wrare swear)] 

pfirj'ury (-eri), n. Swearing to statement 

known to be false; wilful utterance of false 

evidence while on oath; breach of oath. So 
perjur'ious (-joor-) a., perjur'iousLY 2 
adv. [ME, f. AF perjurie f. L perjurium 
as prec. ] 

pdrk1, v.i. & t., & a. (Also~ up) lift one’s 

head, thrust oneself forward, briskly or 

impudently; (trans.) smarten up; hold up 
(head, tail) self-assertively; (adj., rare) 

perky. [ME, of unkn. orig.] 

pdrk2, n. (si.). (Usu. pi.) perquisite, 

[abbr.] 

perk'|y, a. Self-assertive, saucy, pert. 

Hence~iiY2adv.,~inESSn. [perk1 +-y2 ] 
pdrl'Ite, n. Obsidian or other vitreous 

rock in form of enamel-like globules. 

[== F -ite, G -it, as pearl, see -ite1] 
perm, n. (colloq.). Permanent wave ; 

permutation, [abbr. ] 

perm'alloy, n. Alloy of nickel & iron 

of great sensitiveness to magnetic forces, 

used for cores of telegraphic cables, [f. 

PERM(EABLE) + ALLOY] 
perm'anent, a. Lasting, intended to last, 

indefinitely (cf. temporary) ; ~ set, con¬ 

dition of metal after being subjected to 

the strain of use; ~ wave, artificial wave 

in the hair intended to last for some time 

produced by one of several processes 

(colloq. abbr. perm); ||~ way, finished 

road-bed of railway. Hence or cogn. 

pgrm'anENCE, pdrm'anENCY (esp. = ~ 

thing or arrangement), nn., ~ly2 adv. 

[ME, f. OF, or L PER(ma«ere remain), -ent] 
permang'anate (-ngg-), n. (chem.). Salt 

of permanganic acid, esp. potassium ~ or 

~ of potash, used as disinfectant & oxi¬ 

dizer when dissolved in water, [f. foil., 

-ATE *(3)] 
pgrmangan'ic (-ngg-), a. (chem.). ~ acid, 
acid obtained from manganese, [per-, 
MANGANIC] 

p£rm'e|ate, v.t. & i. Penetrate, pervade, 

saturate; diffuse itself through, among, 
etc. Hence or cogn. ~aBU/iTY, ~ance, 
~a'tion, nn., '—'aBLE, ~ant, aa. [f. L 

per(meare pass, go), see -ate3] 
Pdbm'ian, a. Of the uppermost division 

of the Palaeozoic series of strata, consist¬ 

ing chiefly of red sandstone & magnesian 

limestone. [Penn, E.-Russian province, 

+ -IAN] 

perpetrate 

permlss'ib|le, a. Allowable. Hence 
~LY2 adv. [ME, f. OF, f. med. L per- 
missibilis (as permit1, see -ble)] 

permi'ssion (-shn), n. Leave, licence, (to 
do). [ME, f. OF, or L permissio (as per¬ 
mit1, see -ion)] 

permiss'ive, a. Giving permission; ~ 

legislation (giving powers, but not enjoin¬ 

ing their use). Hence ~LY’2 adv., ~ness n. 
[ME, f. OF (-if, -ive), as foil., see -ive] 

permit'1, v.t. & i. (-tt-). Allow, as ~ me to 
remark, appeals are ~tcd, ~ it to be altered, 
weather ~ting; (intr.) admit of (alteration 

etc.), [f. L per(mittere miss- let go)] 
pdrm'it2, n. Written order giving per¬ 

mission esp. for landing or removal of 

dutiable goods etc.; (also permit') per¬ 
mission. [f. prec.] 

pehmuta'tion, n. (Math.) variation of the 

order of a set of things lineally arranged, 

any one such arrangement, colloq. abbr. 

perm; (rare) alteration. [ME, f. OF 

permutation or L pennulatio (foil., -ion)] 
permute', v.t. Alter the order of. [ME, f. 

OF permuter or L pe&(mutare change)] 
pdrn, n. HONEY-buzzard. [irreg. f. Gk 
pternis, kind of hawk] 

perni'eious (-shus), a. Destructive, 

ruinous, fatal; ~ anaemia, severe freq. 
fatal kind. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 

[f. L perniciosus (pernicies ruinf. nex necis 
death, see -ous)] 

pernick'ety, a. (colloq.). Fastidious; 

ticklish, requiring careful handling, [orig. 

Sc., of unkn. orig.] 

pernocta'tion, n. Passing the night; 

(eccl.) all-night vigil, [f. LL pernoctalio f. 

VER(noctare f. nox noctis night), see -ation ] 
pe'ror|ate, v.i. Sum up & conclude 

speech, so ~a'tion n.; speak at length, 

[f. L VF,R(orare speak) ] 
perox'ide, n., & v.t. 1. (Chem.) com¬ 

pound of oxygen with another element 

containing the greatest possible propor¬ 
tion of oxygen; (pop.) = ~ of hydrogen, a 

colourless viscid liquid used as an anti¬ 

septic, and (esp.) to bleach hair. 2. v.t. 
Bleach (hair) with this, [per-2 + oxide] 

perpend'1, v.t. (arch.). Ponder, consider, 

(matter, or abs.). [f. L peR(pend&re 
weigh) ] 

pdrp'end2, n. Var. of parpen. 
pdrpendic'ular, a. & n. 1. At right angles 

to plane of horizon; (loosely, of ascent 

etc.) very steep; erect, upright; (joc.) 

in standing position; (geom.) at right 

angles (to given line, plane, or surface); 

~ style. 2. n. Plumb-rule or other instru¬ 

ment for showing ~ line; (pi.) two datum- 

-lines used in designing ship & fixing its 

nominal length (between ~s); ~ line; 

the ~, ~ line or direction (is out of ~ or 

the ~, not straight up and down); !l (si.) 

meal etc. at which guests stand. Hence 

-—ity (-a'r-) n., ~ly2 adv. [16th c., f. L 
perpendicularis (perpendiculum plumb- 

-line, see -ar1); in 14th c. f. OF -er] 
perp'etr|ate, v.t. Perform, commit, 
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(crime, blunder, pun or other thing 

viewed as outrageous). So ~a'tion, ~- 
atOR, nn. [f. L PER(pe(rare = patrare 
effect), -ate3] 

perpet'ual, a. Eternal; permanent during 
life; applicable, valid, for ever or for in¬ 
definite time; ~ motion (of machine that 
should go on for ever unless stopped by 
external force or worn out); continuous; 
(colloq.) frequent, repeated, as this ~ 
nagging', ~ calendar, that can be used 
~ly or over a long period of time; ~ 
curate (hist.), clergyman appointed at 
instance of lay rector of benefice to 
execute spiritual duties of benefice (now 
known as vicar). Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME 
-el f. OF perpetual f. L perpetualis f. per¬ 
petuus, see -At] 

perpet'u|ate, v.t. Make perpetual; pre¬ 
serve from oblivion. Hence or cogn. 
~ance, ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. L per¬ 
petuate (as prec.), see -ate3] 

ptTrpetu'ity, n. Quality of being per¬ 
petual ; in, to, for, ~, for ever; perpetual 
possession or position; perpetual annuity. 
[ME, f. OF perpetuite f. L perpeluitatem (as 
PERPETUAL, see -TY)] 

perplex', v.t. Bewilder, puzzle, (person, 
his mind); complicate, confuse, (matter); 
entangle, intertwine, (esp. in p.p.). Hence 
~edLY2, ~IngLY2, adw. [f. obs. perplex 
a. f. L YRYfplexus p.p. of plcdere plait)] 

perplex'ity, n. Bewilderment; what 
causes this; entangled state. [ME, f. OF 
-He, or LL perplexitas (as prec., see -TY)] 

perquisite (-z-), n. (si. abbr. perk). Casual 
profit, esp. II (law) that coming to lord of 
manor beyond regular revenue; thing 
that has served its primary use and to 
which subordinate or servant has then a 
customary right, as remains of the daily 
comvums are among the~s of college scouts ; 
customary gratuity. [ME, f. L VER(quirere 
qvisit-, = quaerere seek) search for] 

pe'rron, n. Platform in front of door of 
church or other large building, ascended 
by steps. [F, f. L petra stone, see -OON ] 

pe'rry, n. Drink from juice of pears fer¬ 
mented. [ME pereye f. OF pere f. Rom. 
*piralum f. L pirum pear, sea -Y4 ] 

perse, a. & n. (arch.). Bluish-grey, bluish 
grey. [ME, f. OF pers, -e f. med. L versus, 
perh. f. Persia', cf. obs. inde indigo] 

pers'ec|ute, v.t. Pursue with enmity and 
injury (esp. holder of opinion held to bo 
heretical); harass, worry; importune (per¬ 
son with questions etc.). So ~u'ti()N n. 
(~idionma,nia, insane delusion that one is 
~utod), ~utOR n. [ME, f. OF persecutor f. 
L PER(sea«/i send- follow) pursue] 

p^rsever'|ance, n. Steadfast pursuit of 
an aim, constant persistence, so ~ant a. 
(rare); (theol.) continuance in state of 
grace. [ME, f. OF f. L perseverantia (foil., 
-ANCE) ]_ 

persever|e', v.i. Continue steadfastly, 
persist, (in course, in doing, with task, or 
abs.). Hence ~'ingLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF 

perseverer f. L perseverare f. per(severus 
SEVERE)] 

Per'sian (-shn), a. & n. (Inhabitant, 
language) of Persia, as ~ carpet, cat (with 
long silky hair & thick tail), [-an] 

persiennes' (-nz), n. pi. Outside window 
blinds of light horizontal laths. [F, = 
Persian (fern. pi. adj.)] 

pgrs'iflage (-ahzh), n. Light raillery, 
banter. [F, f. persifler banter, see-age] 

persimm'on, n. American date-plum, 
yellow fruit becoming sweet when soft¬ 
ened by frost, [corrupt, of native name] 

persist', v.i. Continue firmly or ob¬ 
stinately (in opinion, course, doing) esp. 
against remonstrance etc.; (of institu¬ 
tions, customs, etc.) continue in existence, 
survive. Hence or cogn. ~ence, ~ency, 

nn., ~ent a. (esp., in zool. & bot., of 
horns, hair, leaves, etc.) permanent (opp. 
deciduous),~entLY2 adv. [f. L TEB.(sistere 
stand)] 

p^rs'on, n. 1. Individual human boing; 
(derog.) who is this young ~, young 
man or (usu.) woman; living body of 
human being, as he had a fine ~, attracted 
by her fortune not her~ ; acting, appearing, 
in his ovm (jrroper) ~ or in ~ (himself, 
personally); found a friend in (the ~ of) 
his landlord; (law) human being (natural 
~) or body corporate (artificial ~) with 
recognized rights & duties; character in 
play or story. 2. The three ~s (modes of 
being) of the Godhead, Father, Son, Holy 
Spirit. 3. (gram.). Each of the three 
classes of personal pronouns etc. de¬ 
noting respectively the ~ etc. speaking 
(first ~), spoken to (second ~), & spoken 
of (third ~). 4. (zool.). Individual of a 
compound or colonial organism. [ME, f. 
OF persone f. L persona player’s mask, 
character in play, (LL) human being] 

person'a, n. Person, as: ~ grat'a, ndn 
grdt'a, acceptable, unacceptable, person; 
in5 prop'ria[L ] 

pfhs'onable, a. Handsome, comely. 
[ME, f. OF, see person, -able] 

pdrs'onage, n. Person of rank or impor¬ 
tance ; person; character in play etc. 
[ME, f. OF, see person, -age] 

p£rs'onal, a. & n. 1. One’s own, indivi¬ 
dual, private, as to suit his ~ convenience, 
this is ~ to myself; done, made, etc., in 
person, as ~ service, acquaintance, inter¬ 
view; directed, referring, (esp. hostilely) 
to an individual, as ~ abuse, remarks; 
~ (also agony) column, part of a news¬ 
paper devoted to short advertisements of 
a ~ or semi-~ nature; making, given to 
making, ~ remarks, as do not let vs 
become ~; (law) ~ property, estate, chattels 
or chattel interests in land, all property 
except land and those interests in land 
that pass to one’s heir, (cf. real) ; (gram.) 
of, denoting, one of the three persons, esp. 
~ pronouns. 2. n. (usu. pi.). ‘Newspaper 
paragraph relating to individual person(s). 
[ME, f. OF f. L personalis (person, -al)] 
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pfrsonal'it |y, n. Being a person; personal 
existence or identity; distinctive personal 
character; person; (of remarks) fact of 
being aimed at an individual, (usu. pi.) 
such remark(s); (rare) = personalty; 

multiple ~y (psych.), the apparent exist¬ 
ence of two or more distinct and alternat¬ 
ing ~ies in a single individual; —y cult, 
extreme adulation of the individual. 
[ME, f. OF personalte f. LL personali- 
ta.tem (as prec., see -ty)] 

pers'onaliz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. 'Personify. 
Hence—a'tion n. [personal + -ize ] 

personally, adv. In person, in one’s ow7n 
person, as he conducted them —, a — 
-conducled tour (conducted by guide), 
writ was served on them. — ; a God existing 
— (as a person); for one’s own part, as ~ 
I see no objection. [-LY2] 

pers'onalty, n. Personal estate, [f. AF 
personalte PERSONALITY] 

pers'onate1, a. (hot.). Having the open¬ 
ing of the lips closed by upward pro¬ 
jection of the lower, as in snapdragon, [f. 
L personatus masked (as foil., see -ate2)] 

pdrs'on[ate2, v.t. Play the part of (charac¬ 
ter in drama, also fig.); pretend to be 
(person) esp. for fraudulent purpose. 
Hence —a'tion, —atOR, nn. [f. LL 
persona,re (as person), see -ate3] 

personifica'tion, n. Personifying; per¬ 
son, thing, viewed as striking example or 
embodiment of (quality etc.), [f. foil., 
see -FICATION] 

person'Ify, v.t. Attribute personal nature 
to (abstraction); symbolize (quality) by 
figure in human form; embody (quality) 
in one’s own person, exemplify typically, 
(esp. in p.p.). [f. F personnifier, see per¬ 
son & -FY] 

personnel', n. Body of persons engaged 
in some public service or in a factory, 
office, etc. (opp. materiel). [F,= person¬ 

al, adj. as n. ] 
perspective, n. & a. 1. Art of delineating 

solid objects on plane surface so as to 
give same impression of relative posi¬ 
tions, magnitudes, etc., as the actual ob¬ 
jects do when viewed from particular 
point; picture so drawn; apparent rela¬ 
tion between visible objects as to posi¬ 
tion, distance, etc.; linear — (concerned 
with apparent form, magnitude, & posi¬ 
tion, of objects); (fig.) relation in which 
parts of subject are viewed by the mind; 
view, prospect, (lit. & fig.); in (drawn 
according to rules of) ~. 2. adj. Of, in, 
—, whence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. med. L 
perspectiva (ars art) f. PER(spicere sped- 
look), see -ive] 

pCrs'pex, n. Tough unsplinterable plastic 
material, much lighter than glass, used 
for transparent parts of aircraft etc. 
[P; f. L PER(.spicere srpect- look)] 

pfirspica'cious (-shits), a. Having mental 
penetration or discernment. Hence or 
cogn. —ly2 adv., perspica'ciTY n. [f. L 
perspicax (as prec., see -acious)] 

perspic'uous, a. Easily understood, 
clearly expressed; (of person) clear in ex¬ 
pression. Hence or cogn. perspicu'iTY, 

'—ness, nn., —ly2 adv. [f. L perspicuus 
(as prec.), -F-ous] 

perspir'able, a. Allowing the passage of 
perspiration; that can be thrown off in 
perspiration, [c. 1GOO, F (as foil., -able)] 

peispira'tion, n. Sweating; sweat. So 
perspir'atoRY a. [F (as foil., -ation)] 

perspire', v.i. & t. Sweat; (trans.) give 
off (liquid) through pores in form of 
vapour or moisture, [f. L PER(spirare 
breathe) breathe, (of wind) blow] 

persuadle' (-sw-), v.t. Convince (per¬ 
son, oneself, of fact, that thing is so); in¬ 
duce (person to do, into action); (p.p.) 
convinced (of thing, that). Hence or cogn. 
'—’able a., —'er1 n., persuas'iBLE a,, 
persuasimi/iTY n., (-sw-). [f. L per- 

(suadire suas- advise)] 
persua'sion (-swazlm), n. Persuading; 
persuasiveness; conviction, as it is my 
private — that he is mad; religious belief; 
sect holding this, as he is of the Roman 
Catholic —; (joo.) race, kind, sort, as 
a man of the Jewish — (Jew), no one of the 
male — was there. [ME, f. OF, or L 
persuasio (as prec. see -ion)] 

persuas'ive (-sw-), a. & n. Able to per¬ 
suade, winning; (n.) motive, inducement. 
Hence—ly2 adv., —ness n. [f. med. L per- 
sxtasivus (as persuade, see -ive)] 

pert, a. Forward, saucy, in speech or 
conduct. Hence —'ly2 adv., —'ness n. 
[ME, aphetic f. apert f. OF f. L (1) apertus 
p.p. of aperire open (2) expertus expert] 

pertain', v.i. Belong as part, appendage, 
or accessory, to; be appropriate to; have 
reference, relate, to. [ME, f. OF partenir 
f. L PER(h‘.«.ere = le.ni.re hold)] 

pertina'cious (-shus), a. Stubborn, per¬ 
sistent, obstinate. Hence or cogn. —ly2 
adv., —ness, pertina'ciTY, nn. [f. L 
vm.(tinax = tenax tenacious)] 

pdrt'in|ent, a. & n. Pertaining, relevant, 
apposite, (to matter in hand etc.); to the 
point; || (n., usu. pi.) appurtenance(s). 
Hence or cogn. —ence, —ency, nn., 
—entLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF, or L as per¬ 

tain, see -ent] 
perturb', v.t. Throw into (physical) con¬ 
fusion ; disturb mentally, agitate. So 
p^rturbA'TiON (-ter-) n., —atlVE (or 
pert'erbat-) a. [ME, f. OF, or L per- 

(turbare disturb)] 
peruke' (-ook), n. Wig. [f. F perruque f. 
It. perruca, parrucca, of unkn. orig. ] 

peruse' (-boz), v.t. Read thoroughly or 
carefully; read; (fig.) examine (person’s 
face etc.) carefully. Hence peru'sAL 
(-bozl) n. [late 15th c; (1) ‘ use up f. pek- 

-f use ; (2) ‘ go through ’, of obsc. hist. ] 
Peru'vian (-bo-), a. & n. 1. Of Peru; — 
bark (of cinchona tree). 2. n. Native of 
Peru. [f. mod. L Peruvia Peru +-AN] 

pervade', v.t. Spread through, permeate, 
saturate, (often fig. of influences etc.). 
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Hence or cogn. perva'siON (-zhn), per- 
vas'iveNESs, nn., pervas'ivE a., per- 
vas'iveLY2 adv. [f. L per(vadere vas- go)] 

perverse', a. Persistent in error; different 
from what is reasonable or required; way¬ 
ward ; peevish; perverted, wicked; (of 
verdict) against weight of evidence or 
judge’s direction. Hence or cogn. ~ly2 
adv.,~NESS, perv^hs'iTY, nn. [ME, f. OF 
servers, -e, f. L perversus as foil. ] 

pervert'1, v.t. Turn aside (thing) from 
its proper use; misconstrue, misapply, 
(words etc.); lead astray (person, mind) 
from right opinion or conduct or esp. re¬ 
ligious belief. Hence or cogn. perverl 
sion (-shn) n., perver'sivE a. [ME, f. OF 
pervertir or L VER(vertere vers- turn) ] 

perv'drt2, n. Perverted person, apostate; 
(psych.) person showing sexual per¬ 
version. [f. prec., cf. CONVERT2] 

perv'ious, a. Affording passage (to); per¬ 
meable; (fig.) accessible (to reason etc.). 
Hence ~ness n. [f. L PER(»iws f. via way) 
4- -ous] 

pese'ta (-sa-), n. Spanish silver coin 
and monetary unit. [Sp. ] 

Peshi'tS, -tta, (-she-), n. Principal an¬ 
cient Syriac version of O. & N.T. [f. 
Syriac p’shif(t)d, -6, simple] 

peshwa (pash'wah), n. (hist.). Hereditary 
sovereign (earlier, chief minister) of the 
Mahratta State. [Pers., = chief] 
'pes'ky, a. (colloq.). Troublesome, con¬ 
founded, annoying, plaguy, [orig. unkn. ] 

pe's5 (pa-), n. Silver coin used in most 
S.-Amer. republics. [Sp. ] 

pess'ary, n. (med.). Instrument worn in 
the vagina to prevent uterine displace¬ 
ments; vaginal suppository. [ME, f. LL 
pessarium f. LL pessum, -us f. Gk pessos 
oval stone ] 

pess'im|ism, n. Tendency to look at the 
worst aspect of things (cf. oftimism); doc¬ 
trine that this world is the worst possible, 
or that all things tend to evil. So~ist n., 
~ls'tio a., ~is'tlCALLY adv. [f. L pessimus 
worst + -ism ] 

pest, n. Troublesome or destructive per¬ 
son, animal, or thing; (now rare) pesti¬ 
lence; '-‘-house, hospital for plague etc. 
[f. F peste or L pestis plague] 

pes'ter, v.t. Trouble, plague. [hist, 
obsc.; 16th c. ‘ entangle ’, ‘ crowd ’; cf. 
later em-, impesler f. F empester; mod. 
sense infl. by pest] 

pestif'erous, a. Noxious, pestilential; 
(fig.) bearing moral contagion, pernicious, 
[f. L pestifer, -ferus (pest, -ferous)] 

pes'tilence, n. Any fatal epidemic dis¬ 
ease, esp. bubonic plague. So pesti- 
len'tiAL (-shl) a. [ME, f. OF, f. L 
pestilentia (as foil., see -ence)] 

pes'tilent, a. Destructive to life, deadly; 
(fig.) injurious to morals etc.; (colloq.) 
troublesome, plaguy. Hence ~ly 2 adv. [f. 
L pestilens (also -lentus) f. pestis plague] 

pe'stle (-si), n., & v.t. & i. Club-shaped in¬ 
strument for pounding substances in a 

mortar; kinds of appliance for pounding 
etc.; (v.t.) pound (as) with~ : (v.i.) use~. 
[ME, f. OF pestel i. L pistillum (pinsere 
pist- pound)] 

pestol'ogy, n. Scientific study of pests 
(esp. harmful insects) & the methods of 
dealing with them. [f. L pestis PEST + 
-o- + -LOGY] 

pet1, n., & v.t. (-tt-). 1. Animal tamed & 
kept as favourite or treated with fond¬ 
ness; darling, favourite, (often attrib.); 
one’s ~ aversion, what one specially 
dislikes; -—cock, small stop-cock for 
draining, letting out steam, etc.; ~ name, 
one expressing fondness or familiarity. 
2. v.t. Treat as a~, fondle; *~ting party 
(colloq.), social gathering of young people 
at which hugging, kissing, etc., are in¬ 
dulged in. [16th c. Sc. & north., orig. 
unkn. ] 

pet2, n. Offence at being slighted, ill - 
-humour, esp. take (usu. the) ~, be in a 
[c. 1600, of unkn. orig.] 

pet'al, n. Each of the divisions of the 
corolla of a flower. Hence ~ine (-In), 
(-)~(1)ed2 (-Id), ~oid, aa. [f. mod. L 
petalum; LL in sense thin plate, leaf, f. 
Gk (pet- spread)] 

pet'alon, n. Gold plate on mitre of Jewish 
high priest, [as petal] 

petard', n. Small engine of war formerly 
used to blow in door etc.; kind of fire¬ 
work, cracker; hoist2 with his oicn~. [f. 
F petard (peter break wind ult. f. L pedere, 
see -ard)] 

pet'asus, n. Ancient Greek low-crowned 
broad-brimmed hat, esp. as worn by 
Hermes; winged hat of Hermes. [L, f. 
Gk petasos] 

petaur'ist (-tor-), n. Marsupial of the 
genus Petaurista with a patagium enabling 
it to take flying leaps, [f. L (-ta) 1. Gk 
petauristes performer on spring-board 
(peiauron) ] 

Pet'er l, n. A male Christian name; St ~, 
one of Christ’s disciples; rob ~ to pay 
Paul, take away from one to give to 
another, discharge one debt by incurring 
another; liLUE ~; ~’s fish, haddock or 
other fish with marks supposed to have 
been made by St ~’s thumb & finger; 
—penny, ~’s-penny or pence, (hist.) an¬ 
nual tax of penny paid to papal see, 
(since 1860) voluntary payments to papal 
treasury, [f. L f. Gk Petros stone ] 

pet'er2, v.i. (si.). (Of stream, vein of ore, 
& fig.) ~ out, give out, come to an end. 
[orig. unkn.] 

pet'ersham, n. Thick ribbed or corded 
silk ribbon; heavy overcoat or breeches 
formerly worn; cloth for these. [Vis¬ 
count P~, c. 1812] 

pet'iSlie, n. (bot.). Leaf-stalk. Hence 
~ar1, ~ate2(2), aa. [f. L petiolus little 
foot, stalk] 

petit (pete'), a. (pi. ~s pr. pete'). ~ four 
(foor), small fancy biscuit; ~s-chevavx 
(shevo'), a gambling game; ~-mailre 
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(ma'tr), dandy, coxcomb; ~ mal (mill), 
mild form of epilepsy; ~ semper (soop'a), 
informal supper for a few intimates; 
serins (see Ap.), small attentions; ~ verre 
(var), glass of liqueur. [F, = little] 

petite, (petet'), a. (Of woman) of small 
dainty make. [F, fem. of prec. ] 

peti'tio (-tlshio, -titio), n. ~ prlnclp'ii, 
begging the question. [L, as foil.] 

peti'tion, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Asking, 
supplication, request; formal written 
supplication from one or more persons to 
sovereign etc.; P~ <£- Advice (hist.), Par¬ 
liament’s remonstrance to Cromwell 
1657; P~ of Right (hist.), parliamentary 
declaration of rights & liberties of the 
people assented to by Charles I in 1628; 
(law) kinds of formal written application 
to a court. 2. v.t. Make ~ to (sovereign 
etc. for thing, to do). 3. v.i. Ask humbly 
(/or thing, to be allowed to do etc.). So 
—ary1 (-sho-) a., —er1 (-sho-) n. (esp., 
plaintiff in divorce suit). [ME, f. OF 
petition f. L petitionem (petere -tit- seek, 
see -ion) ] 
pet'rel, n. Kinds of oceanic bird spending 
nearly all their lives at sea; (also storm—, 
stormy —) small sea-bird with black & 
white plumage & long wings. [17th c. 
also pilteral, of uncert. orig.; later assoc, 
w. St Peter (-REL)] 

petrifac'tion, n. Petrifying; petrified 
substance or mass, [irreg. f. foil., see 
-faction ; reg. petrification is now rare] 

pet'rifly, v.t. & i. Convert into stone; 
(fig.) paralyse, stupefy, with astonishment, 
terror, etc. (—fed with fear etc.); deprive 
(mind, doctrine, etc.) of vitality, stiffen; 
(intr.) turn into stone (lit. & fig.), [f. F 
pelrijier f. L f. Gk petra rock, see -fy ] 

pet'ro-, comb, form of Gk petra rock, as: 
■~-glyph, rock-carving; ~graph, rock-in¬ 
scription; ~graphy (pitrdg-), scientific 
description of formation & composition 
of rocks, so ~grapher (pitrbgO n.^graph¬ 
ical) aa..; ~logy (pitrOl-), study of origin, 
structure, etc., of rocks, so ~lo'gic(al) aa., 
~lo'gically adv., ~logist (pitrol-) n. 

|| pet'rol, n. Refined petroleum as used in 
motor-cars, aircraft, etc. [f. F petrole f. 
foil.) 

petrol'eum, n. Mineral oil found in upper 
strata of earth, used as fuel for heating 
& in internal-combustion engines, [med. 
L (L & Gk petra rock +L oleum oil)] 

petroleur (patroldi'), n. (fem. -ease pr. 
-<51-z). Incendiary who uses petroleum. 
[F] 

petrol'ic, a. Of petrol or petroleum. [-IC] 
pet'ronel, n. (hist.). Large pistol used 

esp. by horse-soldiers in 16-17th cc. [f. F 
petrinal, dial, form of poitrinal (poitrine 
chest, ult. f. L pectus -oris, see -At); the 
butt end rested against chest in firing] 

pet'rous, a. Of, like, rock, esp. (anat.) 
applied to hard part of the temporal 
bone. [f. L petrosus (L & Gk petra rock, 
see -ous) ] 

pett'icoat, n. Woman’s (under-)garment 
fastened round waist & hanging loose usu. 
inside a skirt (have known him since he was 
in —s, a small child); she is a Cromwell in 
~s (in all but sex); woman, girl, (pi.) 
female sex; (attrib.) feminine, esp. — 
government, predominance of woman in 
the home or in politics. Hence —ed2, 
—less, aa. [orig. (15th c.) petty coat] 

pett'ifog, v.i. (-gg-). Practise legal chican¬ 
ery ; quibble, wrangle, about petty points, 
[app. back formation f. foil.] 

pett'ifoggler (-g-), n. Inferior legal prac¬ 
titioner; rascally attorney; petty practi¬ 
tioner in any department. Hence—ery(4) 

n., —ING2 a., (-g-). [f. PETTY; -Jogger 
unexpl. ] 

pett'ish, a. Peevish, petulant, easily put 
out. Hence —ly2 adv., —ness n. [f. 
pet2 + -ish1] 

pett'itoes (-oz), n. pi. Pig’s trotters, [orig. 
giblets, f. 1’ petite oie giblets of a goose, 
w. assim. to petty, toes ] 

pHtt'o, n. In —, in one’s own breast, in 
secret. [It., f. L pectus] 

pett'ly, a. Unimportant, trivial; little- 
-minded; minor, inferior, on a. small scale, 
as ~y princes, farmers-, —y cash, small 
cash items of receipt or expenditure; 
officer, in navy corresponding in rank to 
N.C.O.; ~2/ JURY, LARCENY, || SESSION. 

Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~Iness n. [late ME 
phonetic sp., after F pronunc., of orig. 
petit (f. OF)] 

pet'ul|ant, a. Peevishly impatient or 
irritable. Hence or cogn. ~ance n., 
—anti,Y2 adv. [f. F petulant f. L petulan- 
tem ult. f. petere seek, see -ant] 

petiin'ia, n. Plant with white, purple, or 
violet flowers of funnel shape; dark vio¬ 
let, purple, (esp. attrib.). [f. F petun f. 
S.-Amer. Guarani pety tobacco] 

petun'tse (-cion-, -tm-), n. White earth 
used in China for making porcelain, [f. 
Chin, pai-tun-tze (pai white + tun stone + 
suf. -tee)] 

pew, n., & v.t. Enclosed compartment or 
fixed bench with back in church; (colloq.) 
seat, as find, take, a ~; ~-rent (for ~ or 
seats in church); (v.t.) furnish with ~s, 
enclose in ~. Hence ~'age(4) n., —'less 

a. [ME puu-e f. OF puye balcony f. L 
podia pi. of podium f. Gk podion pedestal] 

pewit, peewit, (pe'wit, pu'it), n. Lap¬ 
wing ; its cry; ~ (gull), black-headed gull, 
[imit. ] 

pewt'er, n. Grey .alloy of tin & lead or 
other metal; utensils of this; — pot; 
II (si.) prize-money. [ME & OF peutre, 
= It. peltro; orig. unkn. ] 

pfenn'ig, -ing, n. Small German copper 
coin 1/100 of a mark. [G, cogn. w. penny] 

pha'eton (or fa'tn), n. Light four-wheeled 
open carriage usu. drawn by pair of 
horses. [F, f. Gk Phaethon, son of Helios 
(Sun-god) and famous for bad driving of 
sun chariot] 

phagedlaen'a, -d|en'a (j-, -g-), n. 
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Spreading ulcer. So ~aen'ic, ^en'ic, a. 
[L, f. Gk phagedaina (phag- eat)] 

phag'ocyte, n. Leucocyte capable of 
guarding the system against infection by 
absorbing microbes, [f. Gk phag- eat + 
-0- -f-CYTE] 

-phagous in comb. = Gk -pharos -eating 
+ -ous. So -phagy (Gk -phagia). 

phal'ange (-j), n. See phalanx. 

phalan'geal (-j-), a. (anat.). Of a phalanx. 
[-AL] 

phalan'ger (-]-), n. Kinds of Australian 
marsupial of arboreal ha.bits, e.g. flying 
squirrel or opossum, [mod. L (Button), 
f. Gk phalaggion spider’s web (phalanx), 

from webbed toes of hind feet ] 
phal'anstlery, n. (Buildings of) socialistic 
phalanx. Hence ~er'iAN a. & n. [f. B’ 
phalanst&re f. foil, after monasiire] 

phal'an|x, n. (pi. ~xes, ~ges pr. -jez). 
1. (Gk ant.) line of battle, esp. body of 
Macedonian infantry drawn up in close 
order. 2. Set of persons banded together 
for common purpose; socialistic commu¬ 
nity of about 1800 persons as proposed 
by Fourier. 3. (Anat., also~pe) each bone 
of finger or toe; (bot.) bundle of stamens 
united by filaments. [L, f. Gk phalagx 
-ggosi 

phal'arope, n. Kinds of small wading and 
swimming bird noted for their tameness. 
[F, irreg. f. Gk phalaris coot + pous foot] 

phall'jus, n. (pi. ~f). Image of the penis, 
venerated in religious systems as symbol - 
izing generative power in nature. Blence 
or cogn. ~ic a., ~(ic)iSM(3) nn. [LL, f. Gk 
ph alios] 

phana'riot, n. Resident in the Phanar 
quarter of Constantinople; member of 
the Greek official class under the Turks, 
[f. mod. Gk phanariotes (phanari light¬ 
house f. Gk phanarion, see -ot2)] 

phan'er|ogam, n. (bot.). Plant that has 
stamens & pistils, flowering plant, (cf. 
cryptogam). So ~ogam'ic, ~og'amous, 
aa. [f. F phanerogame f. Gk phaneros 
visible +gamos marriage] 

phdti' sXgar, n. Thug. [Hind. (phansi 
noose) ] 

phan'tasm, n. Illusion, phantom; illu¬ 
sive likeness (of)\ (psychics) supposed 
vision of absent Giving or dead) person. 
Hence phantas'mAL, phantas'mic, aa., 
phantas'malLY2 adv., (-z-). [ME fan- f. 
OB’ fanlasme f. L f. Gk phantasma (phan- 
tazo make visible f. phaino show)] 

pliantasmagloB'ia (-z-), n. Exhibition of 
optical illusions in London in 1802; shift¬ 
ing scene of real or imagined figures. 
Hence ~o,riC a. [f. prec.+(?) Gk agora 
assembly ] 

phan'tasy. See fantasy (the ph- form is 
used esp. for the first sense there given), 

phan'tom, n. Apparition, spectre; image 
(of); vain show, form without substance 
or reality; mental illusion; (attrib.) ap¬ 
parent, illusive, as ~ tumcmr, temporary 
swelling. [ME & OF fantosme phantasm] 

Phar'aoh (-ro), n. Generic name of an¬ 
cient Egyptian kings; ~’s serpent, chemi¬ 
cal toy fusing in serpentine form. [f. LL 
f. Gk Phara-o ult. f. Egypt. pr‘o great 
house] 

Pha'risee, n. One of ancient Jewish sect 
distinguished by strict observance of 
traditional & written law & pretensions 
to sanctity; self-righteous person, forma¬ 
list, hypocrite. Hence or cogn. Pharl- 
sa'ic(AL) aa., Pharisa'icalLY2 adv., 
Pha'risaiSM n. [(a) OE fari-, phariseus, 
ME -sent; (b) ME, f. OF pharise; f. LL f. 
Gk Pharisaios ult. f. Heb. parush separ¬ 
ated] 

phdhmaceut'lical (-su-, -ku-), a. Of, en¬ 
gaged in, pharmacy; of the use or sale of 
medicinal drugs. Hence or cogn. ~icali.y2 
adv., ~ICS n. [f. LL f. Gk pharmakeutikos 
(pharrnakeutes druggist f. pharmakon 
drug) + -al ] 

pharmacol'og|y, n. Science of action of 
drugs on body. Hence ~ist n. [f. Gk 
pharmakon drug + -LOGY ] 

phalmacopoe'lia (-pea), n. Book (esp. 
one officially published) containing list of 
drugs with directions for use; stock of 
drugs. Hence ~1al (-peal) a. [f. Gk 
pharmakopoiia (as prec. + -poiia making 
f. poieo make)] 

pharm'acy, n. Preparation & (esp. medi¬ 
cinal) dispensing of drugs; drug-store, 
dispensary. [ME, f. OB’ farmacie f. med. 
L f. Gk pharmakeia practice of the drug¬ 
gist (pharmakev.s f. pharmakon drug) ] 

phar'os, n. Lighthouse or beacon to 
guide mariners. [L f. Gk Pharos, island 
off Alexandria, lighthouse on this] 

pharyng'o- (-ngg-) in comb. = foil., as: 
~cele, abnormal enlargement at base of 
pharynx; ~tomy (-Ot-), incision into 
pharynx. • 

pha'rynx, n. Cavity, with enclosing 
muscles & mucous membrane, behind 
& communicating with nose, mouth, & 
larynx. Hence pharyng'AL (-ngg-), 
pharyn'geAL (-j-), aa., pharyngiT'is (-j-) 
n. [f. Gk pharugx -ggos] 

phase (-z), n., & v.t. 1. Aspect of moon or 
planet, according to amount of illumina¬ 
tion (esp. applied to new moon, first 
quarter, full moon, last quarter); stage of 
change or development; aspect (of situa¬ 
tion or question); (phys.) particular stage 
in recurring sequence of movements or 
changes (esp. of alternating electric cur¬ 
rents), usu. expressed in degrees, the 
complete sequence or period being 360°; 
three-~, (of electric generators, motors, 
etc.) designed to supply or use simultane¬ 
ously three separate alternating currents 
of the same voltage, but having their 
periods 120° apart. 2. v.t. Carry out 
(programme etc.) in ~s or stages. Hence 
phas'ic (-z-) a. [f. Gk phasis appearance 
(phan- show), also in E w. pi. pron. -sez] 

phea'sant (fSz-), n. A game-bird natural¬ 
ized in Britain & other parts of Europe; 
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—eyed, (of flowers) marked like ~’s eye. 

[ME, f. AF fesant f. OF fesan f. L f. Gk 

phasianus (bird) of the river Phasis in 
Asia Minor] 

phen(o)-, formative element f. Gk 

phainein to shine, in chem. names of sub¬ 

stances derived from coal-tar (orig. in 

manufacture of illuminating gas), as: 

phend'eetin, an antipyretic; phen'ol, 
carbolic acid; phen'yl, radical found in 
benzene, phenol, etc. 

phenol'ogy, n. Study of the times of re¬ 

curring natural x>henomena esp. in rela¬ 

tion to climatic conditions. So pheno- 
16'gICAL a. [f. PHENOMENON -f- -LOGY ] 

phenom'enal, a. Of the nature of a 
phenomenon; cognizable by, evidenced 
only by, the senses; concerned with 
phenomena; remarkable, prodigious. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ize v.t., make, or 
represent as, [-al] 

phen6m'en(al)|ism, n. Doctrine that 
phenomena are the only objects of know¬ 
ledge. So~ist n.,~Is'tic a. [prec. +-ISM] 

phenom'enon, n. (pi. -end). Thing that 
appears or is perceived, esp. thing the 
cause of which is in question; (pliilos.) 
that of which a sense or the mind directly 
takes note, immediate object of percep¬ 
tion ; remarkable person, thing, occur¬ 
rence, etc. [f. LL f. Gk phainomenon 
neut. part, of phainomai appear] 

phew, int. expr. impatience or disgust, 
phi, n. Greek letter (<2>, cf>) = ph. [Gk] 
phl'al, n. Small glass bottle, esp. for 
liquid medicine. [ME, f. OF fiole f. LL 
fiola f. L f. Gk phiale broad flat vessel] 

phil- in comb. = piiilo- before vowel or h. 
-phil, -phiie, suf. forming nn. w. sense 

‘ lover of ’ & adjj. = ‘ -loving ’, as biblio¬ 
phile), Russophil(e), gastrophil(e); repr. 
Gk philos dear, in Gk found as suf. only 
in personal names w. sense ‘ dear to ’ 
(PHphxlos dear to Zeus), the sense * lov¬ 
ing ’ being given in Gk by piiilo-. Hence 
-phllous adj. suf. 

philan'der, v.i. Make love esp. in trifling 

manner, dangle after woman. Hence 

~er 1 n. [f. philander n. f. Gk phil(andros 
f. aner man) prop.=fond of men, taken in 

sense * lover ’ ] 
philanthrope, n. = philanthropist, [f. 

Gk phil(anthropos man)] 

phllanthrdp'lic, a. Loving one’s fellow 

men, benevolent, humane. Hence — 

ically adv. [f. F philanthropique (as 

prec., see -ic)] 

philan'throplist, n. Lover of mankind; 

one who exerts himself for the well-being 

of his fellow men. So ~ism n. [f. philan¬ 

thropy + -1ST ] 

philanthropize, -ise (-iz), v.i. & t. 

Practise philanthropy; make (persons) 

objects of this; make philanthropic, [-ize] 

philanthropy, n. Love, practical bene¬ 

volence, towards mankind, [f. LL f. Gk 

philanthropic (as philanthrope)] 

philat'elly, n. Stamp-collecting. Hence 

philosopher 
philatel'io a., ~ist n. [f. F vnuXalelie f. 
Gk ateleia exemption from payment f. 
a- not +telos toll, tax)] 

philharmon'Ic (-l<5r-), a. & n. (Person) 
fond of music, [f. F phil(harmonique 
HARMONIC)] 

phil'hellene (-lcl-), a. & n. (Person) loving 
or friendly to the Greeks or supporting 
the cause of Greek independence. So 
philhellfin'ic (-lei ) a., philhell'enisM, 
philhell'eniST, nn. [f. Gk vmUcllen = 
Hellen Greek)] 

Philipp'i. Thou shalt see me at ~, meet at 
~, phrases threatening retribution (w. 
ref. to Shakesp., J.C., iv. iii. 283). [battle 
at~, 42 b.c.] 

philipp'ic, n. (PI.) orations of Demosthe¬ 
nes against Philip of Macedon, Cicero’s 
orations against Antony; bitter invec¬ 
tive. [f. L f. Gk philippilcos (Philippos 
Philip, see -ic) ] 

philippi'na (-pe-), -pine' ( en), philo- 
poen'a (-pe-), ‘-open'a, n. Almond or 
other nut with double kernel, the finding 
of which at dessert etc. & sharing it with 
another person involves the giving or 
receiving of a present at next meeting; 
the present; the custom, [perh. f. G 
vielliebchen darling (viel much -\-liebchen 
dim. of lieb dear)] 

Phil'istine, n. & a. 1. One of an alien war¬ 
like people in S. Palestine who harassed 
the Israelites; (joc.) enemy into whose 
hands one may fall, e.g. bailiff, critic, etc.; 
(in German univv., after G philister) non- 
student, outsider; uncultured person, one 
whose interests are material & common¬ 
place, whence phii'istiniSM n. 2. adj. 
Uncultured, commonplace, prosaic, [f. F 
Philistin or LL f. Gk Phitistinos — Palais- 
tivps f. Assyr. Palastu, Pilistu] 

phillum'enist (-loo-, -lu-), n. Student or 
collector of match-box labels, [f. fhil-, 
L lumen light, -1ST ] 

philo-, comb, form (bef. vowel or h, phil-) 
of root phil- in Gk philein to love, philos 
friend, in wds f. Gk & mod. formations, 
as : '-‘b’ib'lic, fond of books; ~gynist (-oj-), 
lover of women; phWovmth, lover of 
learning, esp. of mathematics; ~progenL 
itive, prolific, (phrenol.) loving one’s 
offspring, whence —progen'itivcness; — 
teeh'nic (-tSk-), fond of (esp. the industrial) 
arts. 

philol'ogly, n. Science of language; (now 
rare) love of learning & literature. Hence 
~er1, philolo'giAN, ~ist, nn., philo- 
lo'giCAL a., philold'gicalLY2 adv., 
~ize(2) v.i. [f. F (-ie), & L f. Gk philo- 

(logia = -logy) love of learning] 
Phil'omel, Philomel'a, mi. (poet.). The 
nightingale, [f. F philomele or L f. Gk 
PHiLO(meZa f. melos song or melon apple), 
cap. P in reference to myth of ~ trans¬ 
formed into nightingale] 

philop(o)en'a. See thilippina. 

philos'opher, n. Lover of wisdom; 
natural, moral, student of natural. 
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moral, philosophy; one who regulates his 
life by the light of philosophy; one who 
shows philosophic calmness in trying cir¬ 
cumstances; ~s’ (not~’s) stone, supreme 
object of alchemy, substance supposed to 
change other metals into gold or silver. 
[ME, f. AF var. of OF philo-, fllosofe f. L 
f. Gk philosophos (as philosophy) ] 

philosoph'icl(al), aa. Of, consonant with, 
philosophy; skilled in, devoted to, philo¬ 
sophy (often in titles of societies); wise; 
calm; temperate. Hence ~alLY2 adv. [f. 
LL philosophic us f. Gk as prec., see -ic] 

philds'ophjism, n. Philosophizing sys¬ 
tem (usu. derog., esp. of the French En¬ 
cyclopaedists). So ~ist n. [f. F philo- 
sophisme (as philosopher, see -ism)] 

philos'ophize, -ise (-iz), v.i. & t. Play 
the philosopher; speculate, theorize; 
moralize; render philosophic, [as philo¬ 

sopher + -IZE] 

philos'ophy, n. Love of wisdom or know¬ 
ledge, esp. that which deals with ultimate 
reality, or with the most general causes 
& principles of things; natural ~, study 
of natural objects & phenomena; moral 
~, study of principles of human action or 
conduct; (w. pi.) philosophical system; 
system for conduct of life; serenity, re¬ 
signation. [ME, f. OF fllosofie f. L f. Gk 
philo(sophia wisdom f. sophos wise) ] 

phil'tre (-ter), -ter, n. Love-potion. [F 
(-tre), f. L f. Gk pliiltron f. phileo love] 

phiz, n. (colloq.). Face; expression of face. 
[abbr. of physioonomy] 

phlebjit'is, n. Inflammation of walls of 
vein. Hence ~it'ic a. [f. Gk as foil. 
4- -itis ] 

phleb'o-, comb, form of Gk phleps phlebos 
vein, as: ~lite, ~lith, morbid calcareous 
concretion in vein, so ~llt(h)'ic a. 

phlebdt'om|ize, -ise (-iz), v.i. & t. 
Practise phlebotomy; bleed (person, part 
of body). So ~ist n. [f. F phlebotomiser 
(foil., -ize)] 

phlebot'omy, n. Blood-letting as medical 
operation. [ME, f. OF flebotomie f. LL f. 
Gk phlebotomia f. PHLEBO(/omos -cutter f. 
temno cut)] 

phlegm (fiCm), n. 1. Thick viscid (semi-) 
fluid substance secreted by mucous 
membranes (formerly regarded as one of 
the four humours) esp. when morbid or 
excessive & discharged by cough etc., 
whence ~Y2 (flcirij) a. 2. Coolness, slug¬ 
gishness, apathy, (supposed to result 
from predominance of ~ in constitution), 
so phlegmat'ic a., phlegmat'iCALLY 
adv. [ME & OF fleume, fleme f. LL f. Gk 
phlegma -atos heat, phlegm (phlego 
burn) ] 

phleg'mon, n. Inflammatory tumour, 
boil. Hence phlegmon'ic, ~ous, aa. 
[f. L, f. Gk phlegmone (phlego burn)] 

phlo'em, n. (bot.). Bast with associated 
tissues, [f. Gk phloos bark -h-ema] 

phlogis'tic (-j-, -g-), a. Of phlogiston; 
(med.) inflammatory, [-ic] 

phlogis'ton (-j'-, -g-), n. Principle of in¬ 
flammability formerly supposed to exist 
in combustible bodies. [Gk, f. phlogizo 
set on fire (phlox phlogos flame, see -ize) ] 

phloriz'in (or fld'ri-), n. (chem.). Bitter 
substance got from bark of root of apple 
& other trees, [f. Gk phloos bark+r/ii2a 
root + -in ] 

Phlox, n. Genus of plants with clusters of 
flowers of various colours. [L f. Gk phlox 
(lit. flame), a plant] 

-phbbe, suf. forming aa. & nn., = -fearing, 
-fearer, f. F -p>hobe f. L f. Gk -phobos, adj. 
suf. f. phobos fear, as in hydro~, Anglo~, 
llusso~. 

phob'ia, n. (Morbid) fear or aversion. 
[foil, used as a separate wd] 

-phob'ia, suf. f. L f. Gk -phobia, forming 

abstract nn. f. adjj. in -phobe, as hydro- 
Anglo~, xeno~. 

Phoeb'us (feb-), n. The Greek sun-god; 
(poet.) the sun. [L, f. Gk Phoibos] 

Phoenician (fenlsh'n), a. & n. (Inhabi¬ 
tant) of Phoenicia (ancient name for part 
of coast of Syria) or its colonies; Carthagi¬ 
nian. [ME, f. OF phenicien f. LL 
Phoenicia f. L f. Gk Phoinike + -an ] 

phoen'ix (fe-), phe-, n. (Myth.) bird, the 
only one of its kind, that after living 
five or six centuries in Arabian desert 
burnt itself on funeral pile & rose from 
the ashes with renewed youth to live 
through another cycle; paragon. [ME & 
OF fenix f. L f. Gk phoinix Phoenician, 
purple, phoenix; OE dir. f. L] 

phon, n. (phys.). Unit of loudness used 
in measuring intensity of sounds, [f. Gk 
phone voice] 

ph5n'|ate, v.i. Utter vocal sound (usu. 
opp. to articulate). Hence phonA'TiON n., 
~atORY a. [f. Gk phone, voice-t--ate3] 

phonaut'ograph (-ahf), n. Apparatus for 
automatically recording vibrations of 
sound, [as prec. + auto- + -graph] 

phone1, n., & v.i. & t. (colloq.). Tele¬ 
phone. 

phone2, n. Simple vowel or consonant 
sound, [f. Gk phone voice] 

phon'eme, n. (pliilol.). A unit of signi¬ 
ficant sound in a given language. Hence 
phonem'ic a. [f. F -6me f. Gk phonema 
sound] 

phonen'doscope, n. Apparatus for mak¬ 
ing small sounds (esp. in human body) 
distinctly audible, [as phone2 -f Gk endon 
within + -scope ] 

phonet'ic, a. & n. 1. Representing vocal 
sounds, esp. (of systems of spelling) using 
always same symbol for same sound, 
whence ~ism, ~ist, nn., ~izf,(3) v.t.; of 
vocal sounds. 2. n. pi. (Study of) ~ 
phenomena of a language. Hence pho- 
net'iCALLY adv., phbnetl'ciAN (-ishn) n. 
[f. Gk phonetikos (phoned speak, see -etic)] 

phon'etist, n. Person versed in phonetics; 
advocate of phonetic spelling. [-1ST] 

•phSn'ey, -ny, a. (si.). Sham, counter¬ 
feit, fictitious, [orig. unkn.] 
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phOn'ic, a. Of sound, acoustic; of vocal 
sounds, [f. Gk phone voice + -ic] 

phSn'o-, comb, form of Gk phone sound, 
used in many modern technical terms, as: 
~Zii5e, kinds of volcanic rock ringing when 
struck; phondl'ogy, science of vocal 
sounds, system of sounds in a language, 
so ~lo’gic(al) aa., ~lo'gically adv., plumdl- 
ogist n.; phondm’eter, instrument record- 
ing_number or force of sound-waves; 
~pore, apparatus for transmitting tele¬ 
phone messages along telegraph wire 
without interfering with the current 
transmitting telegraph messages [Gk 
poros passage], so ~pd'ric a.; ~scope, 
apparatus for testing musical strings, 
(also) instrument for representing sound- 
-vibrations in visible form; ~type, phonetic 
print, character used in this, so ~ti)p'ic(al) 
aa., ~typist, ~typy, nn. 

pfaon'ogram, n. Symbol representing 
spoken sound, esp. in Pitman’s phono¬ 
graphy ; sound-record made by phono¬ 
graph. [PHONO- + -GRAM] 

phon'ograph (-ahf), n., & v.t. || Earlier 
form of gramophone using cylinders; 
“gramophone; (v.t.) record, reproduce, 
by ~. [PHONO- + -GRAPH] 

phonog'raph|y, n. Pitman’s phonetic 
shorthand, whenoe -^er1, ~ist, nn.; 
automatic recording of sounds, as by 
phonograph. Hence phonograph'ic a., 
phonograph'iCALLY adv. [phono- + 
-GRAPHY] 

-phore, suf. = bearer, f. Gk -phoros (phero 
bear), used to form technical wds, as 
carpophore, semaphore. Hence -phorous, 
adj. suf., = -phore + -ous, synonymous 
w. -FEP.ous, but prop, used only in wds f. 
Gk as carpophorous. 

phdrm'ium, n. (Kinds of) liliaceous plant 
whose fibre is used commercially; New 
Zealand flax. [f. Gk phormion a species 
of plant] 

phSs'gene, n. A poison gas, carbon oxy¬ 
chloride, used in the 1914—18 war. [f. Gk 
phos light+ -gen(1), w. ref. to its orig. 
production by action of sunlight on 
chlorine & carbonic oxide] 

phos'phate, n. A salt of phosphoric 
acid, esp. (pi.) of lime or iron & alumina 
as constituents of cereals etc. Hence 
phosphat'io a. [F (phospho - + - ate *) ] 

phos'phene, n. Appearance of rings of 
light produced by pressure on eyeball, 
due to irritation of retina, [irreg. f. Gk 
phos light +phaino show] 

phos'phide, n. (chem.). Combination of 
phosphorus with other element or radical, 
[f. PHOSPHO- +-IDE] 

phos'phine (-en), n. A colourless ill- 
-smelling gas, a hydride of phosphorus, 
a compound having the structure of 
an amine, with phosphorus in place 
of nitrogen. Hence phasphin'ic a. [f. 
PHOSPHO- + -INE 6] 

phos'phite, n. (chem.). A salt of phos¬ 
phorous acid. [F (phospho- + -HE1)] 

G 

phosph(o)- in comb. = phosphorus. 

phos'phorate, v.t. Combine, impregnate, 
with phosphorus, [-ate3] 

phos'phor-bronze, n. Tough hard bronze 
alloy containing a small proportion of 
phosphorus, used (esp.) for bearings. 
[PHOSPHORUS] 

phosphoresce', v.i. Emit luminosity 
without combustion, or by gentle com¬ 
bustion without sensible heat. So 
~es'cENCE n., ~6s'cent a. [f. phos¬ 

phorus + L -escere of inceptive vbs] 
phds'phorlte, n. A non-crystallized vari 
ety of phosphate of lime. [f. phosphorus 

-f -ite 1 ] 

phos'phor|o-in comb. = phosphorus, as: 
~og6n'ic, causing ~escence; ~ograph, 
evanescent picture on ~escent surface, 
so ~ograph’ic a., ~6g'raphy n.; ~oscope, 
apparatus for measuring duration of 
~escence, (also) toy containing various 
~escent substances glowing with different 
coloured lights. 

phos'phorjus, n. A non-metailic element, 
a yellowish wax-like substance undergo¬ 
ing slow combustion at ordinary tem¬ 
peratures & hence appearing luminous in 
the dark; ~w.s necros’is (colloq. phossy 
jaw), gangrene of jawbone due to ~us 
fumes esp. in match-making. Hence or 
cogn. phospho'ric, ~ous, aa... ~ism(5) n. 
(path.). [L, = morning star, f. Gk phos- 
phoros (phos light + -phoros -bringing)] 

phoss'y. See phosphorus. 
phot'ism, n. Hallucinatory sensation or 
vision of light, [f. Gk photismos (photizo 
shine f. phos photos light, see -ism) ] 

phot'o, n. (pi. ~s), & v.t. = photograph; 

~ finish, close finish of horse-race photo¬ 
graphed to enable judge to decide winner 
or placed horses. 

phot'o-, comb, form of Gk phos photos 
light (occas. = photographic), a.s: — 
chromy (-kro-), colour-photography; ~- 
-electrie a., marked by or utilizing emission 
of electrons from solid, liquid, or gaseous 
bodies when exposed to light of suitable 
wave-lengths; ~-electric cell, cell or 
vacuum-tube that uses the ~-electric 
effect to produce an electric current; ~- 
-electricity n.; ~gen, kind of paraffin oil; 
r-jg&n’vc, producing or emitting light, (also) 
suitable for being photographed; ~glyph, 
~glyphy, engraved plate produced by 
action of light, art of producing such 
plates; photdm'eter, instrument for mea¬ 
suring intensity of light, so 
photdm'etry; ~anic'rograph, photograph of 
object as enlarged under the microscope; 
~phob'ia (path.), dread of light; ~vhone, 
apparatus in which sounds are trans¬ 
mitted by light; ~sphere, luminous 
envelope of sun or star from which its 
light & heat radiate, so ~SpM'ric a.; 
~stdt (P), apparatus for making direct 
facsimile reproductions of documents, 
drawings, etc., a reproduction so made; 
~SYN'ihesis, process by which the energy 
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of sunlight is trapped by the chlorophyll 
of green plants and used to build up 
complex materials from carbon dioxide 
and water; ~tel£g'raphy, electric repro¬ 
duction of pictures, writing, etc., at a 
distance (cf. telephotography) ; ~type, 
plate for printing from produced by 
photographic process, picture etc. printed 
from this; ~zinc6g'raphy, photographic 
production of design on zinc plate, 

phot'ograph (-ahf), n., & v.t. 1. Picture, 
likeness, taken by means of chemical 
action of light on sensitive him on basis 
of glass, paper, metal, etc. 2. v.t. Take ~ 
of (person etc., or abs.); (quasi-pass.) / 
always ~ badly (come out badly in ~). 
Hencephotog'raphERSphotdg'rapliY1, 

nn., photograph'ic a., photograpli'ic- 

ALLY adv. [PHOTO- -(--GRAPH] 
photogravure', n., & v.t. 1. Picture 
produced from photographic negative 
transferred to metal plate & etched in; 
this process. 2. v.t. Reproduce thus. [F 
(photo- + gravure engraving)] 

phrase (-z), n., & v.t. 1. Mode of ex¬ 
pression, diction, as in simple ~, felicity 
of-—'; an idiomatic expression; small group 
of words usu. without predicate, esp. pre¬ 
position with the word(s) it governs, 
equivalent to adjective, adverb, or noun 
(e.g. the house on the hill, I refuse to do 
it); short pithy expression; (pi.) mere 
words, as we have had enough of ~s; 
(mus.) short & more or less independent 
passage forming part of longer passage or 
of whole piece; ~-monger, person ad¬ 
dicted to fine-sounding~s. 2. v.t. Express 
in words, as thus he ~d it. [f. L f. Gk 
phrasis (phrazd declare, tell)] 

phras'eogram, n. Written symbol repre¬ 
senting a phrase esp. in shorthand, [as 
prec. +-0- + -GRAM] 

phras'eograph (-ahf), n. Phrase for 
which there is a phraseogram. [as 
PHRASE + -0- + -GRAPH ] 

phrase|ol'ogy, n. Choice or arrangement 
of words; mode of expression. Hence 
~olo'gicAL a., ~olo'gicalLY2 adv. [as 
PHRASE + -0- + -LOGY ] 

phrat'ry, n. (Gk hist.) a kinship unit, 
esp. (in Athens) each of three sub-divisions 
of tlie (phyle or) tribe; tribal division 
among primitive races. [ME, f. Gk 
phratria (phraler, -lor, clansman, cogn. w. 
BROTHER) ] 

phrenet'ic, a. Frantic; fanatic. [ME, f. OF 
frenclike f. L f. Gk phrenitikos (phrenitis 
delirium, as foil., see -itis & -ic)] 

phren'ic, a. (anat.). Of the diaphragm, 
[f. mod. L phrenicus or F phrenique f. 
Gk phren phrenos diaphragm, mind, 
see -ic ] 

phrenol'ogly, n. Study of external con¬ 
formation of cranium as index to develop¬ 
ment & position of organs belonging to 
the various mental faculties. Hence 
phrenolo'giCAL a,, phrenolo'gicalLY2 
adv., ~ist n. [as prec. + -LOGY ] 

phron tistery, n. (joc.). Place for think¬ 
ing in, thinkery. [f. Gk phrmitisterion 
(phrontizo think f. phrontis thought)] 

Phry'gian, a. Of Phrygia, ancient country 
in Asia Minor; (mus.) ~ mode, ancient 
Greek mode reputedly warlike in charac¬ 
ter, third of eccl. modes with E as final 
& C as dominant; ~ cap, ancient conical 
peaked cap now identified with cap of 
liberty, [f. L Phrygianus (Phrygia, see 
-an)] 

phthis'is (th-, fth-), n. Progressive wast¬ 
ing disease, esp. pulmonary consumption. 
So (through OF tisike) phthis'ical (tlz-, 
fthlz-) a., of, having, ~. [L f. Gk (phthino 
decay)] 

phut, n. & adv. The sound of a bladder 
collapsing, a bullet passing, etc.; (adv., 
esp.) go ~, collapse (also fig. of scheme 
etc.), [f. Hind, phaina to burst] 

phylac'terly, n. Small leather box con¬ 
taining Hebrew texts on vellum, worn by 
Jews to remind them to keep the law 
(make broad one’s ~y or ~£es, make a dis¬ 
play of righteousness); (usu. ostentatious) 
religious observance; amulet, charm. 
[ME, f. LL f. Gk phulakterion amulet 
(phulasso guard)] 

phylet'Ic, a. (biol.). Of a phylum, racial, 
[f. Gk phuletikos (phuletes tribesman f. 
phule tribe, see -ic) J 

phyll'o-, comb, form of Gk pfudion leaf, as: 
~dph’ogan, animal that feeds on leaves, 
so ~dph'agous a.; ~'op6d a. & n., leaf- 
-footed (crustacean); ~'ost(hne, leaf-nosed 
bat; ~olax'is, arrangement of leaves on 
axis or stem; ~oxef'a [f. Gk xeros dry ], 
kinds of plant-lice, vine-pest, 

phylo-, comb, form of Gk phulon race, 
tribe, in biol. wds, as: ~g&n'esis, ~geny 
(6:-), racial evolution of animal or plant 
type, history of this, so ~gen6t'ic, ~gen’ic, 
aa, ~gen£t'ically adv. 

phyl'um, n. (biol.; pi. -la). Division of 
animal kingdom containing classes of 
animals, [mod. L f. Gk phulon race] 

phys'ic (-z-), n., & v.t. (-ck-). 1. Art of 
healing; medical profession; (colloq.) 
medicine, as a dose of ~. 2. pi. (usu. 
treated as sing.). Sciences treating of 
properties of matter & energy or of 
action of different forms of energy on 
matter in general (excluding chemistry 
& biology). 3. v.t. Dose with ~ (lit. & 
fig.). [ME, f. OF fisique f. L f. Gk phusike 
(episteme knowledge) of nature (phusis, 
see -ic)] 

phys'ical (-z-), a. Of matter, material, as 
~ force (opp. to moral)-, of, according to 
laws of, natural philosophy, as ~ expla¬ 
nations of miracles, a ~ impossibility; be¬ 
longing to physics; bodily, as ~ exercise, 
strength, beauty, training (also si. ~ jerks); 
~ geography (dealing with natural fea¬ 
tures). Hence ~ly2 adv., phys'ico- 
comb. form. [f. med. L physicalis (as 
prec., see -al)] 

physi'eian (-zishn), n. One who practises 
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the healing art including medicine & sur¬ 
gery ; one legally qualified in medicine as 
well as in surgery; (fig.) healer. [ME & 
OF fisicien (as physic, see -ician)] 

phys'ic|ist (-z-), n. Person skilled in 
physics or natural science in general; 
believer in the materia] origin of vital 
phenomena (cf. vitalist), so ~ism n. 
[PHYSIC +-1ST ] 

phys'icky (-z-), a. Suggestive of physic. 
[-Y2] 

physi|o- (-z-), comb, form of Gk phusis 
nature, as: —dc'racy, government accord¬ 
ing to natural order; phys'iocrat, advocate 
of this, esp. member of Quesnay’s school 
in France in 18th c.; —6’geny, genesis of 
vital functions; '-'61'airy, nature-wor¬ 
ship ; —olM'rapy, electrical treatment & 
massage; ~othS'rapist, person skilled in 
this. 

physiogn'omly (-zldn-, -zifign-), n. Art of 
judging character from features of face 
or form of body, whence ~ist(3) n.; cast 
of features, type of face; (vulg.) face; 
externa) features of country etc.; charac¬ 
teristic (moral or other) aspect. Hence or 
cogn. physiognom'ic(AL) aa., physio- 
gnom'IcaltY2 adv., (-zlon-, -zlogn-). 
[ME fisnorrvie etc. f. OF fiz-, phisnomie f. 
med. L phisionomia f. Gk phvsiognomonia 
judging of a man’s nature (by his features) 
f. phusis nature -hgnomon judge f. gno- 
know] 

physiog'raphly (-z-), n. Description of 
nature, of natural phenomena, or of a 
class of objects; physical geography. 
Hence ~er1 n., physiograph'ic(AL) aa. 
[PHYSIO- + -GRAPHY ] 

physiol'ogly (-z-), n. Science cf normal 
functions & phenomena of living things 
(comprising animal & vegetable —y). Hence 
or cogn. physiolo'gic(AL) aa., physiolo¬ 
gically2 adv., ~ist n. [f. F (-ie), or L f. 
Gk phusiologia, see physio- & -logy] 

physique' (-zek), n. Bodily structure, 
organization, & development. [F, n. f. 
adj^ (as physic)] 

-phyte, suf. repr. Gk phulon plant, denot¬ 
ing a vegetable organism, as proto~, 
sapro~. See also zoophyte. 

phyt|o-, comb, form of Gk phuton plant, 
as: ~ogen’esis, —6'geny, generation or 
evolution of plants; —dg’raphy, descrip¬ 
tive botany; phyt'omer, plant unit; 
—dph’agous, feeding on plants; —6t'omy, 
dissection of plants; —ozo'on (pi. -zo'a), 
plant-like animal or zoophyte, 

pix, n. Greek letter p {If, it), esp. (math., n) 
as symbol of ratio of circumference of 
circle to diameter (approx. 3-14159). [f. 
Gk p(eriphereia) periphery ] 

|| pi2, a. (school si.). = pious; pi jaw, 
sermonizing, moral lecture, [abbr.] 

piac'ular, a. Expiatory, [f. L piacularis 
(piaculum expiation f. piare appease, see 
-AR1)] 

piaffe', v.i. (Of horse etc.) move as in trot, 
but slower, [f. F piaffer, to strut] 

piaff'er, n. Movement of piaffing, [as 
prec.] 

pi'a mat'er, n. (anat.). Innermost meninx. 

[med. L transl. of Arab, umm raqiqah 
tender mother ] 

pianette'(pea-), n. Low pianino, [piano2, 
-bite] 

piani'n5 (peane-), n. (pi. ~s). Small 
upright piano. [It., dim. of piano2] 

pianlss'imo, adv. & n. (mus.). (Passage 
to be played) very softly. [It., super), of 
piano1] 

pi'anist (pea-), n. Player on xuano. [f. F 
pia.ni.ste (also in E, usu. as fem.), see -ist] 

pla'no1 (-ah-), adv. & n. (mus.). (Passage 
to be played) softly; (fig.) subaued(ly). 
[It., f. L planus flat] 

pian'o2, n. (pi. —s). Musical instrument 
with metal strings struck by hammers 
worked by levers from a keyboard (vibra¬ 
tion being stopped by dampers), & with 
pedals regulating character of tone; 
grand ~, large horizontal ~ of full tone; 
upright ~, vertical ~; cottage ~, small 
upright ~; ~ organ, mechanical ~ con¬ 
structed like barrel-organ; —-player, con¬ 
trivance for playing~ mechanically. [It., 
earlier piano e forte soft & strong] 

pianoftJht'e (or pidn'ofort), n. (Full name, 
now in formal use only, for) piano2. 

pianol'a (pea-), n. Kind of mechanical 
piano-player. [P] 

pias'tre (-ter), -ter, n. Spanish silver 
coin; small Turkish & Egyptian coin. 
[F (-tre), f. It. piastra, ult. as plaster] 

piazz'a (-tza), n. Public square or market- 
-place esp. in Italian town; *veranda of 
house. [It., ult. f. L platea f. Gk plateia 
(hodos) broad (street)] 

pibroch (pe'brhy), n. Series of variations 
on a theme for bagpipe, chiefly martial, 
[f. Gael, piobaireachd (piobair piper f. 
piob f. E pipe)] 

pic'a, n. Size of type1, [hist. obsc.; in 
late 15th c., a collection of rules about 
Easter & other movable feasts, in med. 
(Anglo-) L pica, in ME pie, pye, then 
identified w. L pica pie1] 

pic'ador, n. Mounted man -with lance in 
bull-fight. [Sp. (picar prick)] 

pic'amar, n. Bitter oil got from wood- 
-tar. [f. L pix picis pitch -famarus bitter] 

picaresque' (-k), a. (Of a style of fiction) 
dealing with adventures of rogues. [F, f. 
Sp. picaresco (picaro rogue, -esque)] 

picaroon', n., & v.i. Rogue; thief; pirate; 
pirate ship; (v.i.) play the pirate or 
brigand, [f. Sp. picaron (as prec., see 
-OON)] 

‘picayune' (-ydon), n. & a. 1. Small coin, 
esp. 5-cent piece; (colloq.) insignificant 
person or thing. 2. adj. Mean, contemp¬ 
tible. [in Louisiana, f. F picaillon f. Pr. 
picaioun] 

picc'alilli, n. Pickle of chopped vege¬ 
tables & hot spices. [18th c., orig. unkn.] 

picc'aninny, pick-, n. & a. Child, esp. of 
Negroes or S.-African or Australian 
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natives; (adj.) very small, baby. [f. Sp. 
pequeno or Port, pequeno, dim. -nino, 
small] 

picc'olh, n. (pi. ~s). Small flute, octave 
higher than the ordinary. [It., = small 
(flute)] 

pice, n. Pakistani coin. [f. Hind, paisa] 
pichiclag'o, n. Small burrowing animal 

of Chili, allied to armadillos, [f. Sp. 
pichiciego perh. f. native pichey + Sp. 
ciego blind f. L caecus] 

pick1, n. Tool consisting of iron bar usu. 
curved with point at one end & point or 
chisel-edge at other, with wooden handle 
passing through middle perpendicularly, 
used for breaking up hard ground etc., 
and for getting coal; instrument for 
picking; tooth~. [ME pic, pyklc, app. 
collateral form of pike 1 ] 

pick2, v.t. & i. 1. Break surface of (ground 
etc.) with or as with pick; make (hole etc.) 
thus; (fig.) ~ holes in. 2. Probe (teeth 
etc.) with pointed instrument to remove 
extraneous matter. 3. Clear (bone, carcass) 
of adherent flesh; pluck, gather, (flower, 
fruit, etc.) from stalk etc. 4. (Of birds) 
take up (grains etc.) in bill; (of persons) 
eat (food, or meal, or abs.) in small bits, 
(colloq.) eat (t. & i.). 5. Select carefully, 
as ~ one’s words, way, steps; ~ <& choose, 
select fastidiously; ~ (contrive) a quarrel 
with. 6. ~ (person’s) brains, extract his 
ideas for one’s own use; ~ (person’s) 
pocket, steal its contents; (intr.)-~ & steal, 
pilfer; ~ a lock, open it (esp. with intent 
to rob) with pointed instrument, skeleton 
key, etc. 7. Pull asunder, esp. ~ oakum.-, 
~ to pieces, pull asunder, (fig.) criticize 
(person etc.) hostilely. 8. at, nag at, 
gird at; ~ off, pluck off, (also) shoot 
(persons etc.) deliberately one by one; *~ 
on, —~at;~ out, select, distinguish from 
surrounding objects, relieve (ground 
colour with another), make out (meaning 
of passage etc.), play (tune) by ear on 
piano etc.; ~ up, break up (ground etc.) 
with pick, lay hold of & take up, (golf, 
ellipt.) ~ up one’s ball, raise oneself from 
a fall etc., gain, acquire (livelihood, profit, 
tricks, information), succeed in seeing or 
hearing with searchlight, radio, etc., take 
(person, or thing overtaken) along with 
one, esp. train stops to ~ up passengers, 
make acquaintance of (person) casually 
(—up n., such person), regain (lost path 
etc., flesh, spirit), (intr.) recover health, 
make acquaintance with, (of motor 
engine) accelerate quickly etc., (games) 
select sides by alternate choosing (~-up 
n., game between such sides). 9. ~'Zocfc, 
person who ~s locks, instrument used for 
this; ~-me-up, stimulating drink after 
previous depression (also fig.); pocket, 
one who steals from pockets; || thank 
(arch.), sycophant; ■■—up, ~ing up (esp. 
of ball in cricket), device replacing sound- 
-box in a gramophone & enabling a record 

Hobe heard through a loud-speaker, [hist. 

obsc.; ME pilcen, pikken (rel. to OE 
*pic(i)an) prob. infl. by MLG, MDu. 
pikken to pick, peck; cf. pick1, pike1] 

pick3, n. Picking; selection; the best part 
of (the ~ of the bunch, best of the lot), 
[f. prec. ] 

pickfa-back, adv. On shoulders or back 
like a bundle (of the way person or thing 
is carried), [orig. & form uncert. ] 

pick'ax(e), n., & v.t. & i. = pick1; (v.t.) 
break (ground otc.) with ~; (v.i.) work 
with ~. [ME & OF picois rel. to OF pic 
pike1, assim. to axe] 

plch'elhaube (-howbe), n. German 
spiked helmet. [G, = spike cap] 

pick'er, n. One who picks, gathers, or 
collects, as hop, rag, -~; kinds of in¬ 
strument for picking (in var. senses). 
[-ER1 ] 

pick'erel, n. Young pike, [pike1,-rel] 
pick'et, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Pointed stake or 

peg driven into ground to form palisade, 
tether horse, etc.; (stake with pointed top 
on which person stood as) form of mili¬ 
tary punishment (hist.). 2. (mil.). (Also 
piquet, picquet) small body of troops sent 
out (outlying ~) to watch for enemy, or 
(inlying ~) held ready in quarters, party 
of sentries, outpost; (in mod. use, chiefly) 
camp-guard doing police duty in garrison 
town etc. 3. (Usu. pi.) men stationed in a 
body or singly by trade union to dissuade 
men from work during strike etc. 4. vb. 
Secure (place) with stakes, tether; post 
(men) as ~; beset (workmen) with ~s; 
act as ~. [f. F piquet poiuted stake f. 
piquer prick, see -et1] 

pick'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp.: ~ & steal¬ 
ing-, (pi.) gleanings, remaining scraps; 
(pi.) perquisites, pilferings. [-ing1] 

pic'kle, n., & v.t. 1. Brine, vinegar, or 
similar liquor in which flesh, vegetables, 
etc., are preserved; rod in ~; food, esp. 
(pi.) vegetables preserved in acid 
solution for cleaning purposes etc.; sad, 
sorry, nice, etc. ~ (plight); mischievous 
child. 2. v.t. Preserve in ~ (esp. in p.p.), 
treat with ~; (naut.) rub salt or vinegar 
on (person’s back) after flogging; ~ci (si.), 
drunk. [ME pekille, pykyl, f. MDu., 
MLG pekel; so MDu., MLG pekelen vb] 

Pickwick'ian, a. (joc.). (Of words) used 
in a ~ (technical, constructive, or eso¬ 
teric) sense, [see Dickens Pickwick ch. i] 

pic'nic, n., & v.i. (-ck-). 1. Pleasure party 
including meal out of doors; (colloq.) 
something specially agreeable or easily 
accomplished (no ~, not an easy job). 
2. v.i. Take part in ~. Hence ~kER1 n., 
~kY2 a. (colloq.). [18th c.,f. Fpiquenique] 

picot' (-ko), n. Small loop of twisted 
thread in edging to lace etc. [F, dim. of 
pic peak, point] 

picotee', n. Carnation of which flowers 
have light ground with darker edging to 
petals, [f. F picote p.p. of picoter prick, 
as prec. ] 

picquet. See picket. 
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pic'ric, a. ~ acid, yellow very bitter sub¬ 
stance used in dyeing & surgery, & in 
explosives, [f. Gk pikros bitter +-ic] 

Piet, n. One of an ancient people in N. 
Britain. Hence Pic'tlSH1 a. [ME, f. LL 
Picti peril, f. pingere pict- paint] 

pic'tograph (-ahf), n. Pictorial symbol; 
primitive record consisting of these. 
Hence pictograph'ic a., pictog'raphY1 
n. [f. L pingere pict- paint + -graph] 

pictor'ial, a. & n. 1. Of, expressed in, pic- 
ture(s); illustrated; picturesque. 2. n. 
Journal of which pictures are main 
feature. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. LLpictorius 
(victor painter, as foil.) + -al] 

pic'ture, n., & v.t. 1. Painting, drawing, 
of objects esp. as work of art; portrait; 
cinematograph film; beautiful object, as 
her hat is a —; scene, total visual impres¬ 
sion produced, (fig.) conjuncture or affair 
(out of, come into, the'-, irrelevant, become 
interesting etc.) ;she looks the very —(a, per¬ 
fect type) of health. 2. —-book (consisting 
chiefly or wholly of ~s); —-card, court- 
-card-gallery, (hall etc. containing) col- 
lectionof ~s ;~ft.a(,lady’swide-brimmed& 
highly decorated hat as in ~s of Reynolds 
& Gainsborough; ~ postcard (with ~ on 
back); —-writing, mode of recording 
events etc. by ~s, as in early hieroglyphs 
etc.; I! moving —s or ellipt. the—s (cinema¬ 
tographic); || —-palace, -theatre, -drome, 
building etc. in which moving ~s are 
shown. 3. v.t. Represent in ~, describe 
graphically, imagine (to oneself). Hence 
pic'tunzB (-kcher-) v.t., = film v. [ME, f. 
L pictura (pingere pict- paint, see -ure)] 

picturesque' (-kchergsk), a. Like, fit to be 
the subject of, a striking picture; (of lan¬ 
guage etc.) strikingly graphic, vivid. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. F pit- 
toresque f. It. pittoresco (pittore painter, as 
PICTORIAL, see -ESQUE)] 

pic'ul, n. Chinese weight (133J lb.); — 
-stick (for carrying weights across shoul¬ 
ders). [Malay] 

pid'dle, v.i. (Arch.) work, act, in trifling 
way; (colloq. or childish) make water. 
[(1) cf. peddle (2); (2) prob. imit. ] 

pidd'oek, n. Bivalve mollusc used for 
bait. [orig. unkn.] 

pidg'in, pi'geon (-jn), a. & n. 1. ~ Eng¬ 
lish, jargon chiefly of English words used 
between Chinese & Europeans. 2. n. 
|| (colloq.). (A person’s) business, job. 
[corrupt, of business] 

pie1, n. = magpie -, French, rain-, wood-,—, 
kinds of woodpecker; sea-~. [ME, f. OF, 
f. L pica] 

pie2, n. Dish of meat, fruit, etc., enclosed 
in or covered with paste & baked; apple- 

-~ (fig.); have a finger in the —, be (esp. 
officiously) concerned in the matter; 
bran—, tub of bran with toys etc. hidden 
in it to be drawn at random at Christmas 
festivities etc.; mud ~; —'crust, baked 
paste of ~, (prov.) promises are like —- 
crust, made to be broken; —'man (-an). 

pierce 
vendor of ~s. [ME, perh. = prec., f. 
miscellaneous contents compared to pie¬ 
bald appearance of magpie] 

pie3, n., & v.t. (print.). (Also printers’ —) 
confused mass of type; (fig.) chaos; (v.t.) 
mix (type). [17th c., of obsc. orig.; perh. 
as prec.] 

pie4, n. Pakistani coin. [f. Hind, pa’i f. 
Skr. pad quarter, prob. orig. same as pice ] 

piebald (pib'awld), a. Of two colours 
irregularly arranged, esp. black & white 
(usu. of animal, esp. horse), cf. skewbald ; 
(fig.) motley, mongrel. [pie'+bald] 

piecel, n. 1. One of the distinct portions of 
which thing is composed; in—s, broken; 
break to —s (fragments); go to —s (fig.), 
collapse; pick up the —s (said to fallen 
child etc.). 2. Enclosed portion o/(land). 
3. Detached portion (of a substance); a — 
of one’s mind, one’s candid opinion, 
rebuke. 4. Definite quantity (of wall¬ 
paper = 12 yds, of muslin = 10 yds, etc.) 
in which thing is made up. 5. Cask (of 
wine etc.) varying in capacity. 6. ~ 
(product) of work-, example, specimen, as 
a — of impudence, fine — of painting, 
cricket, etc.; ~ of goods. 7. Fire-arm, 
(barrel of) artillery weapon. 8. Man at 
chess, draughts, etc. 9. Coin, as crown, 
penny, — ; — of eight (i.e. real's), Spanish 
dollar. 10. Picture; literary or musical 
composition, usu. short; drama. 11. Paid 
by the — (according to amount done); of 
a —, uniform, consistent, in keeping 
(with)-, —-goods, textile fabrics (esp. Lan¬ 
cashire cotton goods) woven in recognized 
lengths; —-work (paid for by the~). [ME 
& OF pece = It. pezza, -zo, med. L pecia, 
peiia (-ium) fragment, prob. of Gaulish 
orig.; cf. peat '] 

piece2, v.t. Put together, form into a 
whole; join threads in spinning, whence 
pie'cER1 n.; fit on (thing to another); eke 
out; make out (story, theory, chain of 
evidence) by combination of parts; join 
together-, patch up. [f. prec.] 

piece de resistance (see Ap.), n. Most 
substantial dish at meal (also fig.). [F] 

piece'meal (-sin-), adv., a,, & n. (Also by 
—) piece by piece, part at a time; (adj.) 
done etc. ~. [ME (piece, OE -mielum suf. 
f. instr. pi. of mail meal2)] 

pied (pid), a. Particoloured, [pie1, -ed2] 

pied d terre (pyad'ahtar'), n. Rest for the 
sole of one’s foot, somewhere to stay. [F] 

pi(e)-dog. See pyedog. 

pier, n. Breakwater, mole; structure of 
iron or wood open below running out 
into sea & used as promenade & landing- 
-stage, whence ~'age(4) n.; support of 
spans of bridge; pillar; solid masonry 
between windows etc.; —-glass, large 
mirror orig. used to fill up this. [12th c. 
per, rendering med. L pera, of unkn. orig. ] 

pierce, v.t. & i. (Of sharp instrument etc., 
also fig. of cold, pain, grief, glance, dis¬ 
cernment, discerning person, shriek, etc.) 
penetrate; prick (substance with pin 
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etc.); make hole in (cask etc.); force one’s 
way through or into; penetrate through, 
into, etc. Hence pier'cingi.Y2 adv. [f. 
OF percer, f. Rom. *pertusiare f. L per- 
(tundere tus- pound)] 

Pier'ian {or -6'ri-), a. Of Pieriain N. Thes¬ 
saly, reputed home of Muses, [f. L Pie- 
rius + -an 1 

pierrot (pe'firo, pyb'ro), n. (fem. pierrette). 
French pantomime character; itinerant 
minstrel with whitened face & loose white 
dress. [F, dim. of Pierre peter1] 

pieta (pyat'ah), n. Picture, sculpture, of 

Virgin Mary holding dead body of Christ 
or, her lap. [It., f. L as piety] 

pi'etjism, n. Spener’s movement for re¬ 
vival of piety in Lutheran Church in 17th 
c.; pious sentiment, exaggeration or affec¬ 
tation of this. So '—'1st n., ~is'tic(AL) aa. 
[f. G pietismus (as piety, see -ism)] 

pi'ety, n. Quality of being pious. [ME, f. 
OF piete f. L pietatem (as pious, see -ty)] 

piczom'eter, n. Kinds of instrument for 

measuring pressure or the sense of it. [f. 

Gk piezo press-I--o-+-meter] 

pif'flle, v.i., & n. (si.). 1. Talk or act 
feebly, trifle. 2. n. Twaddle. Hence 
~er1 n., ~ing a., trivial, worthless, 
[unit. ] 

pig, n., & v.i. & t. (-gg-). 1. Swine, hog; 
flesh of (usu. young or sucking) ~ as meat, 
esp. roast ~; guinea— (lit. & fig.). 
2. (colloq.). Greedy, dirty, sulky, obsti¬ 
nate, or annoying person, whence~g'lSH* 
а. , ~g'ishi.Y2 adv., ~g'ishNESS n., (-g-). 
3. Oblong mass of metal (usu. iron) from 
smelting-furnace, esp. ■—-iron. 4. Segment 
of orange. 5. Buy a ~ in a poke, buy 
tbiug without seeing it or knowing its 
value; bring one’s ~s to a fine, a pretty, 
the wrong, market, fail in a venture; ~s 
might fly, wonders might happen; please 
the —s, joc. substitute for please God. 
б. headed, obstinate, stupid, whence 
headedly adv., '—'headedness n.; —-jump, 
(of horse) jump sportively from all four 
legs not brought together as in buck- 
-jumping; —'nut, a tuber, kind of earth- 
-nut; ~'s/dn, (leather made of) ~’s skin, 
(si.) saddle; sticking, hunting of wild 
boar with spear, butchering of swine, so 
~'sticker n. (also, long-bladed pocket- 
-knife); —'sty, sty for~s, (fig.) dirty hovel; 
— ’s wash, —'wash, swill of brewery or 
kitchen given to ~s; —'weed, kinds of 
herb eaten by ~s. 7. v.t. & i. Bring forth 
(~s, or abs.). 8. v.i. Herd together like 
~s (also ~ it). Hence ~'let, ~'ling1, nn., 
~'HKEa. [ME pigge, f. OE *-picga, *pigga\ 
cf. POG, frog] 

pi'geon (-jn). n., & v.t. 1. Bird with many 
varieties, wild, domesticated, produced 
by fancy breeding, trained to carry mis¬ 
sives, etc., the dove, (now preferred to 
dove exc. in poet. & rhet. contexts, or of 
the tm’tle-dove); carrier—, homing —, 
(trained to carry home messages tied to 
its neck etc.). 2. Simpleton, gull, as 

PLUCK2 a 3. Clay ~, clay saucer 
thrown into air from trap as mark for 
shooting; '—-breast, deformed human 
chest laterally constricted, so —breasted; 
~ English, see pidgin; ~-hole, small 
recess for ~ to nest in, one of a set of 
compartments for papers etc. in cabinet 
etc., (v.t.) deposit (document) in this, put 
aside (matter) for future consideration or 
neglect, assign (thing) to definite place in 
memory; ~ pair, boy & girl twins, or 
boy & girl as sole children; ~’s milk, 
partly-digested food with which ~s feed 
their young, II imaginary article for which 
children are sent on fool’s errand; •—toed, 
having the toes turned inwards. 4. v.t. 
Cheat (person of thing). [ME, f. OF pijon 
f. LL pipionem (nom. -io) young cheeping 
bird {pip-ire cheep)] 

pi'geonry (-jn-), n. Pigeon-house. [-RY] 
pigg'ery (-g-), n. Pig-breeding establish¬ 
ment; pigsty; dirty place; piggishness. 
[-ERY] 

pigg'y (-g-), n. Little pig; (nursery) — 
-wiggy, little pig, dirty child; || game of 
tip-cat. [-Y3 ] 

pig'ment, n. Colouring-matter used as 
paint or dye; natural colouring-matter of 
a tissue. Hence ~al (-6n-), ~ary1, aa., 
~a'tion n., a colouring of tissue by 
deposition of [ME, f. L pigmentum 
{pig- root of pingere paint, -ment)] 

pigmy. See pygmy. 
pig'tail, n. Tobacco twisted into thin roll; 
plait of hair hanging from back of head, 
esp. as worn by Chinese under the Man- 
clius, by young girls, & formerly by sol¬ 
diers & sailors. Hence ~ed2 (-Id) a. 

pike1, n., & v.t. 1. Long wooden shaft 
with pointed steel or iron head, infantry 
weapon superseded by the bayonet; 
II (dial.) pickaxe, spike; ||~'raaw, miner 
who uses pickaxe. 2. [perh. diff. wd of 
Norse orig.]. || Peaked top of hill (in 
names of hills in Lake district). 3. [prob. 
abbr. of ~-fish, from its pointed snout]. 
Large voracious freshwater fish, jack. 
4. v.t. Thrust through, kill, with ~. [in 
first sense (16th c.) f. F pique, in OF pic 
pickaxe, obsc. rel. to OE pic, ME pik, 
pikk (whence pick1) pickaxe; see peak1] 

pike2, n. Toll-bar; toll; turnpike road; 
'-'man, keeper of turnpike, [abbr. of 
turnpike ] 

pike'let (-kl-), n. Kind of teacake, [f. W 
{barn) pyglyd pitchy (bread)] 

*pik'er, n. (colloq.). Cautious or timid 
gambler, a poor sport. [U.S., orig. unkn.] 

pike'staff (-kstahf), n. Wooden shaft of 
pike; plain as a— [orig. packstaff, smooth 
staff used by pedlar], quite plain, [pike1 
+STAFF1] 

pilas'ter, n. Rectangular column, esp. 
one engaged in wall. [f. F pilastre f. It. 
pilastro f. med. L pilastrum (L pila pillar, 
see -aster)] 

pilau', -aw, -aff, n. Oriental dish of rice 
with meat, spices, etc. [Pers. {-awy] 
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pilch, n. Infant’s wrapper worn over 
diaper. [OE pylece, ME pilche outer gar¬ 
ment, as PELISSE] 

pll'chard, n. Small sea-fish allied to her¬ 
ring. [16th c. pilcher, of unkn. orig.] 

pil'cdrn, n. Kind of oat in which husk 
does not adhere to grain. [= pilled corn] 

pile1, n., & v.t. 1. Pointed stake or post; 
heavy beam driven vertically into bed of 
river, soft ground, etc. as support for 
bridge etc.; —driver, machine for driving 
~s. 2. v.t. Furnish with ~s, drivers into. 
[OE pil, OHG pfil, f. L piluvi javelin] 

pile2, n. I. Heap of things laid more or 
less regularly upon one another; (funeral) 
~, heap of combustibles on which corpse 
is burnt; (colloq.) heap of money, fortune, 
as make a ~, make one’s ~ (as much as 
one wants). 2. Lofty mass of buildings. 
3. Series of plates of dissimilar metals 
laid one upon another alternately for 
producing electric current; (also atomic 
~) apparatus designed to contain ura¬ 
nium & a moderating agent for the study 
or utilization of atomic energy. [ME, 
f. OF f. L pila pillar, pier, mole] 

pile3, v.t. Heap up (often up, on); ~ 
arms, place (usu. four) rifles with butts on 
ground & muzzles interlocked; ~ up 
(naut.), run (ship) on rocks or aground; 
(colloq.) ~ up (or on) the agony, intensify 
painful description etc., ~ it on, exag¬ 
gerate ; load (table etc. with), [f. preo. ] 

II pile4, n. (arch.). Reverse of coin; cross 
oi—, heads or tails. [ME, as pile2, orig. 
= under iron of minting apparatus] 

pile5, n. Soft hair, down, wool of sheep; 
nap on cloth, esp. on velvet, plush, etc., 
or on carpet, as two, three, -~ carpet. 
Hence pil'Y2 a. [ME, f. AF pile — OF 
peil f. L pilus hair] 

pile6, n. (PI.) haemorrhoids, disease 
marked by tumours of veins of lower 
rectum; (sing.) such tumour; ~'wort, 
lesser celandine (from reputed efficacy 
against ~s). [ME, prob. f. L pila ball] 

pil'fer, v.t. & i. Steal (thing, or abs.) esp. 
in small quantities. Hence ~age(3), 
~er\ nn. [ME, f. OF pelfre pelf] 

pilgarl'Ic, n. (arch.). Bald head; bald- 
-lieaded man; poor creature. [ = pilled 
or peeled garlic ] 

pil'grim, n., & v.i. One who journeys to 
sacred place as act of religious devotion; 
person regarded as journeying to a future 
life (The P~'s Progress); traveller; The 
P~s of Ot Britain, of the U.S., societies 
fostering Anglo-American friendship by 
mutual hospitality etc.; Fathers, 
English Puritans who founded colony of 
Plymouth, Massachusetts, in 1620; (v.i.) 
wander like a~. Hence ~ize(2) v.i. [ME 
pele-, pilegrim, -grin, f. OF *pelegrin f. L 
peregrinus stranger f. pee (ogre f. ager field) 
abroad, -ine1] 

pilgrimage, n., & v.i. Pilgrim’s journey, 
esp. go on (a) ~; (fig.) mortal life viewed 
as a journey; (v.i.) go on a~. [ME, f. OF 

pillow 
pelerinage f. peleriner go as a pilgrim (as 
prec.)] 

pilif'erous, a. Having hair (esp. in bot.). 
So pil'iFOkM a. [f. L pilus hair, see 
-FEROUS] 

pill1, n., & v.t. 1. Small ball of medicinal 
substance for swallowing whole (a ~ to 
cure an earthquake, half measures); (fig.) 
something that has to be done, a humilia¬ 
tion etc., (swallow the ~, a bitter etc.); 
r^’box, shallow cylindrical box for holding 
~s, (joc.) small vehicle or building, (mil.) 
small isolated chiefly underground con¬ 
crete fort; gild1 the ~; (si. or joc.) ball, 
e. g. cannon-ball, tennis-ball, || (pi.) billi¬ 
ards ; ~'wort, kinds of plant with small 
globular involucres. 2. v.t. (si.). Black¬ 
ball, defeat, [f. MDu., MLG pille t. L 
pilula dim. of pila ball] 

II pill2, v.t. (arch.). Pillage, plunder; 
(dial.) = peel3. [OE pylian, ME pile, 
later pille, ult. f. Rom. *piliare, perh. f. 
pilum javelin; from 17th c., in sense ‘ re¬ 
move the bark etc. from ’, different, as 
PEEL3] 

pill'agle, n., & v.t. 1. Plunder, esp. as 
practised in war. 2. v.t. Sack, plunder, 
(place, person, or abs.). Hence ~er1 n. 
[ME, f. OF, as prec., see -age] 

pill'ar, n., & v.t. 1. Vertical structure of 
stone, wood, metal, etc., slender in pro¬ 
portion to height, used as support or 
ornament; post, pedestal; (fig.) person 
who is a main supporter, as a ~ of the 
faith; upright mass of air, water, etc.; 
(mining) solid mass of coal etc. left to 
support roof of the working; driven from 
~ to post (to & fro, from one resource to 
another); \\~-box, hollow ~ about 5 ft 
high in which letters may be posted. 2. 
v.t. Support (as) with ~s. Hence ~et1 
n. [ME & OF viler, f. Rom. *jrilare (pila 
pillar, see -ar1)] 

pill'ion (-lyon), n. (Hist.) Woman’s light 
saddle, cushion attached to hinder part 
of saddle for second rider, usu. woman; 
(mod.) seating for passenger behind 
motor-cyclist etc. [f. Gael, pillean, -in 
f. L pcllis skin] 

pill'iwinks, n. (hist.). Instrument of tor¬ 
ture for squeezing fingers. [ME pyrwykes, 
pyrewinUes, of unkn. orig.] 

pill'ory, n., & v.t. 1. Wooden framework 
with holes for head & hands of offender 
exposed to public ridicule etc. 2. v.t. Put 
in the~, (fig.) expose to ridicule. [ME, f. 
OF pilori, of unkn. orig.] 

pill'ow (-6), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Cushion of 
linen etc. stuffed with feathers etc. as 
support for head in reclining esp. in bed; 
take counsel of one’s ~, take a night to 
reflect; (teclm.) ~-shaped block or sup¬ 
port ; ~-case, -slip, washable case of linen 
etc. for~ ; ~-fight, = BOLSTERi-fi.ght. 2. vb. 
Rest, prop up, on ~; rest on Hence 
~y2 (-51) a. [OE pyle, pylu, = MDu. 
poluwe, OHG pfuliwi, pfulwo, f. WG 
*pulwi(n) f. L pulvinus cushion] 



pil'ose, -ous, aa. Covered with hair. 
So pilSs'iTY n. [f. L pilosus (pilus hair, 
-OSE1)] 

pil'ot, n., & v.t. 1. Person qualified to take 
charge of ships entering or leaving a har¬ 
bour (drop the ~, abandon trusted ad¬ 
viser); steersman (arch.); (aeronaut.) 
person navigating aircraft or qualified to 
do so, (now) one who operates the flying 
controls of an aircraft (P~ Officer, rank 
in air 1 Force); (fig.) guide, esp. in hunting - 
-field. 2. ~ balloon, small balloon whose 
movements are observed as it rises in the 
air, used to ascertain direction and velo¬ 
city of currents at various heights; ~- 
■clotli, blue woollen windproof cloth for 
overcoat used by mariners; ~ engine 
(dealing the way for another and testing 
the safety of the permanent way); <— 
-jacket, = pea-jacket; ~-ftsh, small fish 
said to act as ~ to shark; light, small 
gas-burner kept alight to light another 
(also ~-jet), electric indicator light or 
control light; ~ scheme, preliminary 
experimental trial of project on small 
scale. 3. v.t. Conduct as ~ (lit. & fig.); 
act as ~ on (way, piece of water); act as 
~ of (aircraft). Hence or cogn. ~age(3, 4) 
n., ~less a. [f. F pilote f. It. pilota, -to, f. 
Gk pedon oar] 

Pilt'down, n. A Sussex hamlet; ~ skull 
(found in 1913 at ~, & until 1953 believed 
to belong to a prehistoric type of man), 

pil'ule, pill-, n. Pill; small pill. Hence 
pil'ulAR1, pil'ulous. aa. [F, as pile1] 

U pim'elode, n. Catfish, [f. Gk pimelodes 
fatty (pimele fat, see -ode) ] 

pimen'to, n. Dried aromatic berries of a 
certain tree, Jamaica pepper; the tree, 
[f. Sp. pimiento f. L pigmentum pigment, 

(med. L) spice] 
pimp, n.,& v.i. Pander, [c. 1600, of unkn. 

orig. ] 
pim'pernel, n. Small annual found in 

cornfields & waste ground, with scarlet 
(also blue or white) flowers closing in 
cloudy or rainy weather. [ME, f. OF 
pimprenele, f. Rom. "piperinella f. L 
piper pepper ] 

pim'ping, a. Small, mean; sickly. [17th 
c., of unkn. orig.; cf. dial, pimpy ] 

pim'pi|e, n. Small solid round tumour 
of the skin, usu. inflammatory. Hence 
~ed2 (-Id), ~Y2, aa. [ME, of unkn. orig.] 

pin1, n. 1. Thin piece of (usu. tinned brass 
or iron) wire with sharp point & round 
flattened head for fastening together 
parts of dress, papers, etc. 2. Peg of 
wood or metal for various purposes (split 
~, metal cotter to be passed through hole 
& held there by the gaping of its split 
end); each of the pegs round which 
strings of musical instrument are fast¬ 
ened; THOLE2, BELAY ing, DRAWING,-, 
hair~, || ninepin ; don’t care a ~ (at all). 
3. pi. (colloq.). Legs, as quick on his ~s. 
4. ~s & needles, tingling sensation in 
limb recovering from numbness. 5. Small 

pinch 

cask of 4| gal. 6. cushion, small 
cushion for sticking ~s in to keep them 
ready for use; ~-feather, ungrown feather; 
~-fire cartridge (exploded by means of 
~); ~-head, (fig.) minute thing; —-hole 
(made by ~ or into which peg fits); '— 
-money, annual allowance to woman for 
dress expenses etc., allowance settled on 
wife for private expenditure; ~-point, 
point of ~, (fig.) something very small, 
(attrib., of targets) small & requiring 
very accurate & precise bombing & 
shelling, (v.t.) locate or bomb (such target) 
with the requisite accuracy & precision, 
designate precisely; prick, (fig.) trifling 
irritation; —-table, kinds of mechanical 
amusement & gambling device; —'tail, 
kinds of duck & grouse with pointed tail; 
-—tuck, very narrow ornamental tuck; 
•—wheel, small Catherine-wheel, [late OE 
pinn, MDu., MLG pinne, G pinne, ult. f. 
L pinna point etc.; cf. pinnacle] 

pin2, v.t. (-nn-). Fasten (thing to another, 
up, etc., things together) with pin(s); ~ up 
(archit.), = underpin; transfix with pin, 
lance, etc.; ~ one’s faith (rely implicitly) 
on (person etc.); seize & hold fast (against 
wall etc.); bind (person etc., often down) 
to (promise, arrangement); enclose by 
bars etc.; —-up n., picture of some 
favourite or famous person ~ned up on 
wall etc. (also attrib., esp. —-up girl), [f. 
pree.] 

pin'afdrje, n. Child’s washable covering 
worn over frock to protect it from dirt, 
apron. Hence~ED2 (-ord) a. [pin2 + apop.e] 

pinas'ter, n. A pine indigenous to SW. 
Europe. [L, = wild pine (pinus, -aster)] 

pince-nez (see Ap.), n. Pair of eyeglasses 
with spring to clip nose. [F, lit. = pincli- 
-nose] 

pin'cers (-z), n. pi. (Also a pair of—) grip¬ 
ping tool made of two limbs pivoted to¬ 
gether forming pair of jaws with pair of 
handles to press them together with; 
similar organ of crustaceans etc.; ~ 
movement, (mil.) converging movement 
(also pincer movement, attack, etc.). [ME 
pinsour(s), f. AF f. OF pincier pinch2] 

pincette (p&ns6t'), n. Small pincers, 
tweezers. [F ] 

pinch1, n. Nip, squeeze; (fig.) stress (of 
poverty etc.); at a~ (critical juncture); as 
much as can be taken up with tips of 
finger and thumb, as a ~ of snuff, salt. 
[f. folk] 

pinch2, v.t. & i. Nip, squeeze, esp. be¬ 
tween tips of finger & thumb (also fig. of 
cold, hunger, etc., esp. ~ed with cold); that 
is where the shoe ~es, that is the difficulty 
or trouble; extort (money etc. from, out 
of, person etc.); stint (person etc. in, of, 
for, food etc.); be niggardly; II urge 
(horse esp. in race); sail (purposely or 
not) too close to wind; (si.) steal (thing), 
rob (person), arrest, take into custody. 
[ME, f. ONF *pinchier = OF pincier, 
i. Rom. *pinctiare] 
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pinch'beck, n. & a. 1. Gold-like alloy of 
copper & zinc used in cheap jewellery 
etc. 2. adj. Counterfeit, sham. [f. C.P~, 
watchmaker, d. 1732] 

Pinda'ri (-ahre), n. Mounted marauder in 
India in 17th & 18th cc. [f. Hind, pin- 
dari] 

Pinda'ric, a. & n. 1. Of, supposedly like, 
the Greek poet Pindar. 2. n. (usu. pi.). 
~ ode(s), metre, yerse(s). [f. L f. Gk 
Pindarikos (Pindaros, see -io) ] 

pine1, n. Kinds of trees with evergreen 
needle-shaped leaves growing in sheathed 
clusters of two or more (cf. fir), many 
species of which afford timber, tar, & 
turpentine; Chile ~, MONKEY-puzzle; 
~apple; apple, large collective fruit of 
the ananas, so called from resemblance to 
~-cone, (si.) hand-grenade; ~-beauty, ~ 
carpet, moths whose larvae feed on -— 
-trees; ~-coree, fruit of the~; ~ marten, 
dark-brown British marten. [ME, f. OF 
pin f. L pinus; OE pin dir. f. L ] 

pine2, v.i. Languish, waste away, from 
grief, disease, etc.; long eagerly (for, after, 
to do). [OE pinian f. *pin pain (ME 
pine) f. L poena punishment, pain] 

pln'eal, a. (anat.). Shaped like a pine- 
-cone; ~ gland, gland of unknown func¬ 
tion behind third ventricle of brain, [f. 
F pineal f. L pinea PiNE1-cone, see -al] 

pin'ery, n. Place in which pineapples are 
grown; plantation of pines, [-ery] 

pln'fqld, n., & v.t. Pound for stray cattle 
etc.; (v.t.) confine in this. [OE pundfald 
(*pund POUND2 -f-fold FOLD1)] 

ping, n., & v.i. 1. Abrupt ringing sound 
as of rifle bullet flying through air. 2. v.i. 
Make, fly with, this. [imit. ] 

ping-pong', n. Table-tennis, game like 
lawn-tennis played on table with celluloid 
balls & parchment or wooden bats. [imit. 
f. sound of bat] 

ping'uid (-nggw-), a. (usu. joc.). Fat, oily, 
greasy, [f. L pinguis fat + -id 1 ] 

ping'uin (-nggw-), n. W.-Ind. plant allied 
to pineapple; its fruit, [orig. unkn. ] 

pin'ion1 (-nyon), n. Terminal segment of 
bird’s wing; (poet.) wing; any flight- 
-feather of wing; (in carving) part of wing 
corresponding to forearm. [ME, f. OF 
pignon f. L pinna pin 1, -oon ] 

pin'ion2 (-nyon), v.t. Cut off pinion of 
(wing, bird) to prevent flight; bind the 
arms of (person), bind (arms); bind 
(person etc.) fast to (thing), [f. prec. ] 

pin'ion3 (-nyon), n. Small cog-wheel 
engaging with larger one; cogged spindle 
engaging with wheel, [f. F pignon alt. f. 
obs. pignol f. Rom. *pineolus f. L pinea 
pine-cone] 

pinkn. & a. 1. Garden plant with sweet- 
-smelling white, ~, crimson, or varie¬ 
gated flowers. 2. The ~ (embodied per¬ 
fection) of elegance etc.; the ~ (most per¬ 
fect condition) of health etc. (also si., in 
the ~, abs., quite well). 3. (Of a) pale 
red slightly inclining to purple. 4. Fox- 

pinole 

-hunter’s red coat, cloth of this; fox- 
-hunter. 5. adj. Of pale red colour of 
various kinds, as rose, salmon, —, whence 
~'ISH1, ~'y2 aa., ~'ness n.; (pol.) verging 
on red; ~-ej/e, contagious fever of horse, 
contagious ophthalmia in man. [orig. 
unkn. ] 

pink2, n. Yellowish pigment made by 
combining vegetable colouring matter 
with some white base (brown, French, 
Dutch, etc. ~). [orig. unkn.] 

pink3, n. (hist.). Sailing-vessel esp. with 
narrow stern (orig. small & flat-bottomed). 
[15th c., f. MDu. pincke, pinkc, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

pink4, v.t. Tierce slightly with sword 
etc.; (also ~ out) ornament (leather etc.) 
with perforations; adorn, deck. [ME; cf. 
LG pinken strike, peck, perh. var. of 
picken PICK2] 

II pink6, n. Young salmon; (dial.) minnow. 
[15tli c. penk, of unkn. orig.; cf. G dial. 
pink(e) in same senses] 

pink6, v.i. (Of a motor-engine) emit 
series of high-pitched explosive sounds 
caused by detonation of mixture following 
partial combustion, [imit.] 

♦Pink'ster, n. Whitsuntide; flower, 
pink azalea. [Du., = Pentecost] 

pfnn'a, n. (pi. -ae). Broad upper part of 
external ear; primary division of pinnate 
leaf; fin, fin-like structure. [L, = penna] 

pinn'ace, n. Warship’s double-banked 
(usu. eight-oared) boat now usu. driven 
by steam or petrol. [16th c., f. F pinasse 
(but cf. ME spinace = AF espynasse)] 

pinn'acle, n., & v.t. Small ornamental 
turret usu. ending in pyramid or cone, 
crowning a buttress, roof, etc.; natural 
peak; (fig.) culmination, climax; (v.t.) 
set (as) on ~, form the ~ of, furnish with 
~s. [ME & OF pinacle f. LL pinnaeulum 
(pinna wing, point, see pin1, -cule)] 

pinn'ate, a. (Bot., of compound leaf) 
with series of leaflets on each side of com¬ 
mon petiole; (zool.) with branches, ten¬ 
tacles, etc., on each side of an axis. Hence 
pinn'ated [-ate2] a., ~iy2 adv. [f. L 
pinnaius feathered (pinna, see -ate2)] 

pinn'er, n. In vbl senses; also, coif with 
two long side-flaps pinned on. [f. pin v. 

+ -ER1] 

pinn'i-, comb, form of L pinna, penna 
wing, fin, as; ~grade, ~ped, aa. & nn., 
fin-footed_(animal). 

pinn'othere, -tere, n. Kinds of small 
crabs commensally inhabiting shells of 
oyster, mussel, etc. [f. L f. Gk pinnoteres 
(pinna bivalve mollusc, + -tereo guard)] 

plnn'ulje, n. (Bot.) secondary division 
of pinnate leaf; (zool.) part, organ, like 
small wing or fin; sight at end of index 
of astrolabe etc. Hence ~ar4 a. [f. L 
pinmda dim. of pinna] 

plnn'y, n. Childish abbr. of pinafore. 

*pin'oc(h)le (-okl; or pe-), n. Game like 
bezique. [orig. unkn. ] 

•pinol'e, n. Meal made from parched 



cornflour mixed with sweet flour, sugar, 
etc. [Amer.-Sp., f. Aztec pinolli] 

pint, n. Measure of capacity for liquids 
etc., |th of gallon. [ME, f. OF pinte, of 
unkn. orig.] 

pinta'do (-ah-), n. (pi. ~s). (Now usu. ~ 
bird, petrel) kind of petrel; guinea-fowl, 
[f. Port, pintado painted, p.p. of pintar f. 
L ping ere *pinct- for pict- ] 

pin'tle, n. Kinds of pin or bolt, esp. one 
on which some other part turns. [OE 
pintel penis, of unkn. orig.; cf. OFris., 
LG, Du., G pint] 

*pin't5 (or pe-), a. & n. Piebald (horse). 
[Sp.l 

pinx'it, ptnxCV'unt, y.t. (So-&-so) pain¬ 
ted it (in signature to picture, as fecit). [L] 

pin'y, a. Of, like, abounding in, pines. 
[-Y2] 

piolet (pybla'), n. Alpinist’s ice-axe. [F] 
pioneer', n., & v.i. & t. 1. (Mil.) one of 

body of foot-soldiers marching in advance 
with spades etc. to prepare road for main 
body; beginner of enterprise, original 
explorer, etc. 2. v.i. Act as ~. 3. v.t. 
Open up (road etc.) as ~; act as ~ to, 
conduct, [f. F pionnier foot-soldier, 
pioneer, (pion, f. L as pawn1, -iek)] 

piou-piou (pydb-pyob'), n. (Pop.) typical 
French private soldier, cf. poilu. [F] 

pi'ous, a. Devout, religious; ~ founder (of 
college etc. for glory of God & good of 
man); (arch.) dutiful; ~ fraud. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. L pius dutiful, pious, -ous] 

pip1, n. Disease of poultry, hawks, etc., 
marked by thick mucus in throat & often 
by white scale on tip of tongue; || (si.) fit 
of depression, bad temper, (he has, gives 
me, the~). [ME, f. MDu. pippe, MLG pip 
f. WG *pipit f. Rom. *pipita corrupt, of 
L pituita phlegm ] 

pip2, n. Each spot on playing-cards, dice, 
or dominoes; star (1-3 acc. to rank) on 
army officer’s shoulder; single blossom of 
clustered inflorescence; rhomboidal seg¬ 
ment of surface of pineapple, [late 16th 
c. peep, of unkn. orig. ] 

II pip3, v.t. (colloq.; -pp-). Blackball; 
defeat; hit with shot. [f. prec. or foil. ] 

pip4, n. Seed of apple, pear, orange, etc. 
Hence~'less a. [app. abbr. of pippin] 

|| pip6, signallers’ letter P, as in ~ emma, 
o.~. 

II pip8, n. Short high-pitched sound, usu. 
mechanically produced (the six ~s of the 
time-signal), [imit.] 

pipal. See peepul. 

pipe1, n. 1. Tube of wood, metal, etc., esp. 
for conveying water, gas, etc. 2. Musical 
wind-instrument consisting of single 
tube; each of the tubes by which sound 
is produced in organ; (pi.) = bagG^s; 
boatswain’s whistle, sounding of this. 
3. Voice, esp. in singing; song, note, 
of bird. 4. Tubular organ, vessel, etc. in 
animal body. 5. Cylindrical vein of ore. 
6. Channel of decoy for wild fowl. 7. (Also 
tobacco—) narrow tube of clay, wood, etc.. 

pipistrelle 

with bowl at one end for drawing in 
smoke of tobacco, quantity of tobacco 
held by this, as light, smoke, a ~; peace- 

—; II King’s or Queen’s ~, furnace at 
London Docks used formerly for burning 
contraband tobacco; put that in your ~ 
& smoke it, digest that fact etc. if you 
can. 8. Cask for wine, esp. as measure 
usu. = 105 gal. 9. ~'clay, fine white clay 
used for tobacco—s & (esp. by soldiers) 
for cleaning white breeches, belts, etc., 
(fig.) excessive attention to minutiae of 
dress etc. in regiment, (v.t.) whiten with 
~clay; dream, a notion as fantastic 
as a dream produced by opium-smoking; 
~-fish, (kinds of) long slender fish with 
elongated snout; <—light, spill for fighting 
~; ~’line (esp. for conveying petroleum 
to a distance), (fig.) continuous flow of 
goods in transit from producer to retailer 
or (industrial) consumer etc.; ~ major, 
N.C.O. commanding regimental pipers; 
—rack (for tobacco—s); -—rolls (hist.), 
records of the old national Exchequer 
offices (prob. because subsidiary docu¬ 
ments were rolled in ~ form); ~-stone, 
hard red clay used by Amer. Indians for 
tobacco-~s. Hence ~'ful (-pfdbl) n., 
~'less (-pi-), pip'Y2, aa. [OE pipe, OHG 
pfifa, ON pipa, f. Rom. *pipa f. L pipare, 
-iare peep, chirp] 

pipe2, v.i. & t. 1. Play (tune etc., or abs.) 
on pipe; lead, bring, (person etc.) by 
sound of pipe; summon (crew up, to meal, 
work, etc.) by sounding whistle (~ away, 
give signal for boat to start); whistle; 
utter in shrill voice; ~ down, (naut.) 
dismiss from duty, (si.) be less noisy or 
cocksure; ~ up, begin to play or sing; 
~ one’s eye(s), weep. 2. Propagate (pinks 
etc.) by cuttings taken off at joint of 
stem. 3. Trim (dress), ornament (cake 
etc.), with riPlNG1. 4. Furnish with pipes; 
convey (oil, water, gas, etc.) by pipes. 
[OE pipian f. as prec.] 

II pip emm'a, adv. (colloq.). Post meri¬ 
diem. [signallers’ former names for letters 
P, M] 

pip'er, n. One who plays on pipe, esp. 
strolling musician; bagpipe-player; pay 
the ~ (& call the tune), bear the cost (& 
have control) of a proceeding etc.; kinds 
of fish; broken-winded horse; || decoy- 
-dog. [OE pipere (pipe1+ -ER1)] 

pipette', n. Slender tube for transferring 
etc. small quantities of liquids, esp. in 
chemistry. [F, dim. of pipe1] 

pip'ing S n. In vbl senses, also : ornamen¬ 
tation of dress by means of cord enclosed 
in pipe-like fold; ornamental cord-like 
lines of sugar on cake. [f. pipe2+ -ING1] 

pip'ing2, a. In vbl senses; the ~ lime(s) of 
peace (marked by piping as opp. to mar¬ 
tial music); ~ (hissing) hot. [f. pipe2 + 
-ing2] 

piplstrel(le)', n. Small kind of hat. [F 
(-(e), f. It. pipistrello, vip-, f. L vesperiilio 
bat (vesper evening)] 



pipit 923 

pip'it, n. Bird like lark. [prob. unit. ] 
pip'kin, n. Small earthenware pot or pan. 

[orig. unkn.] 
pipp'in, n. Kinds of apple. [ME & OF 
pepin seed, of unkn. orig. ] 

pip-squeak, n. (si.). Shell that emits 
sound so described; insignificant or con¬ 
temptible person or thing, [imit. ] 

piquant (pdk'ant), a. Agreeably pungent, 
sharp, appetizing; (fig.) pleasantly stimu¬ 
lating or disturbing to the mind. Hence 
piquANCY (pek'an-) n., ~ly2 adv. [F (as 
foil., see -ant) ; F fem. ~e also as E fom. ] 

pique1 (pek), v.t., & n. 1. Irritate, wound 
the prido of; arouse (curiosity, interest); 
plume oneself on. 2. n. Ill-feeling, enmity, 
resentment, as in a fit of ~, took a ~ 
against me. [f. F piquer vb prick, irritate, 
pique n.] 

pique3 (pek), n., & v.t. & i. Winning of 30 
points in cards and play at piquet before 
opponent begins to count; (v.t.) score a 
~ against; (v.i.) score a ~. [f. F pic, of 
unkn. orig.] 

piqu6 (pck'a), n. Stiff ribbed cotton 
fabric. [F, p.p. of piquer, see pique1] 

piquet'1 (-kdt; or plk-), n. Card game for 
two players with pack of 32 cards (omit¬ 
ting 2-6). [F, of unkn. orig. ] 

piquet2. See picket. 
pira'gua, peria'gua, (-gwa), n. Long nar¬ 
row canoe made from single tree-trunk; 
two-masted sailing-barge. [Sp., f. Carib, 
= dug-out] 

pir'ate, n., & v.t. & i. 1. (Ship used by) 
sea-robber; marauder; one who infringes 
another’s copyright; one who broadcasts 
without official authorization (freq. 
attrib., as a ~ broadcast)-, || bus that en¬ 
croaches on recognized routes or over¬ 
charges or preys on passengers. 2. v.t. 
Plunder; reproduce (book etc.) without 
leave for one’s own profit. 3._v.i. Play 
the ~. Hence or cogn. pir'ACY m, 
pirat'ic(AL) aa., pirat'icalLY2 adv. [ME, 
f. L (-to) f. Gk peirates (peirao attempt, 
assault)] 

pirogue' (-og), n. = piragua. [F] 
pirouette' ( rdb-), n., & v.i. 1. Ballet- 

-dancer’s spin round on one foot or on 
point of toe. 2. v.i. Dance thus. [F, 
= spinning top] 

pis alter (pezala', & see Ap.), n. Course 
etc. taken for want of a better. [F (pis 
worse + alter go) ] 

pis'cary, n. Common of ~, right of fish¬ 
ing in another’s water in common with 
owner (& others). [ME, f. med. L piscaria 
neut. pi. of L piscarius (piscis fish, see 
-ary1)] 

pis'catory, a. Of fishers or fishing, whence 
piscatdl'iAL a.; addicted to fishing, [f. 
L piscatorius (piscator fishor f. piscis fish) ] 

Pis'ces (-z), n. pi. The Fishes, 12th zo¬ 
diacal constellation; 12th sign of zodiac. 
[L, pi. of piscis fish] 

pis'ciculture, n. Artificial rearing of 
fish. Hence piscicul'turAL a., piscicul- 

pit 

turiST n., (-cher-). [f. L piscis fish 4- 
CULTURE] 

pisci'na (-si-, -se-), n. (pi. -ae, -as). Fish- 
-pond; ancient-Roman bathing-pond; 
(eccl.) perforated stone basin in church 
for carrying away water used in rinsing 
chalice etc. [L, f. piscis fish] 

pis'cine1 (or -en), n. Bathing-pool. [F, f. 
prec. ] 

pis'cine2, a. Of fish. [f. L piscis fish, 
-INE1 ] 

pisciv'orous, a. Fish-eating, [as prec. + 
-VOROUS] 

pise (pcz'a), n. Rammed clay or earth (& 
gravel) as building-material. [F, p.p. of 
piser pound f. L pi(n)sare pound] 

Pis'gah (-zga), n. Mountain whence Moses 
viewed the Promised Land (Deut. iii. 27); 
(fig.) ~ glance, prospect, sight, etc. (Heb. ] 

pish, int. expr. contempt, impatience, or 
disgust; (v.i.) say ~. [natural] 

II pishogue' (-og),n.(Ir.). Sorcery; charm, 
spell, [f. Ir. pis(r)eog] 

pis'ifdrm (pis-, plz-), a. Pea-shaped; 
bone, small bone of upper row of carpus, 
[f. L pisum pea +-form] 

pis'mire, n. Ant. [ME, f. foil, (from smell 
of anthill)+obs. mire ant] 

piss, v.i. & t., & n. (not now in polite use). 
1. Make water; discharge (blood etc.) with 
the urine; wet with mine; (p.p., si.) drunk. 
2. n. Urine. [ME, f. OF pissier, f. Rom. 
*pisare (imit.)] 

pista'chio (-ashiS, -asho, -acho), n. (pi. ~s). 
(Treo yielding) nut with greenish edible 
kernel; colour of this. [f. It. pistacchio & 
Sp. pistacho f. L f. Gk pistakion-, 15th c. 
pistace f. OF] 

pis'til, n. Female organ of flower, com¬ 
prising ovary, style, & stigma. Hence 
~1ary ', ~1ate2(2), ~Hf'erous, ~1ine \ aa. 
[f. F pistile f. L pistillum pestle ] 

pis'tol, n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. Small fire-arm 
held & fired by one hand; within, beyond, 

■—shot (range of ~); ~-grip, handhold of 
~-butt shape behind trigger-guard on 
gunstock. 2. v.t. Shoot with ~. [f. obs. 
F pistole (mod. -let) f. G pistole f. Czech 
pist’al) 

pistole', n. (hist.). Foreign gold coin, esp. 
Spanish coin. [f. F pistole (as prec.)] 

pis'ton, n. Disc or short cylinder of wood, 
metal, etc., fitting closely within tube in 
which it moves up & down, used in 
cylinder of steam or petrol engine to 
impart motion by means of ~-rod; sliding 
valve in cornet etc. [F, f. It. pistone var. 
of pestone pestle] 

pit1, n. 1. Natural hole in ground; hole 
made in digging for mineral etc. or for in¬ 
dustrial purposes, as chalk, clay, gravel, 
coal, saw, tan, —; covered hole as trap 
for wild beasts or (esp. bibl.) for enemies 
(dig a ~ for, fig., try to ensnare); the ~ 
(of hell), hell; cockpit. 2. Hollow in 
animal or plant body or on any surface; 
~ of the stomach, depression between 
cartilages of false ribs; depressed scar, as 



after smallpox. 3. II That part of audi¬ 
torium of theatre which is on floor of 
house, now usu. the part of this behind 
stalls; II people occupying this. 4. (In 
motor-racing) place at which cars are 
refuelled, re-tired, etc. 5. ‘Part of floor 
of an exchange allotted to special trading 
(wheat—). 6. ~'fall, covered ~ as trap for 
animals etc., (fig.) unsuspected snare or 
danger collier, ‘connecting rod in 
machinery ; II ~ pony (kept underground 
in coal-mmes). [OE pytt, OS putti, OHG 
pfuzzi, f. L puteus well ] 

pit2, v.t. & i. (-tt-). Put into a pit (esp. 
vegetables etc. for storage); set (cock, dog, 
etc.) to fight in pit (against another), (fig.) 
match (person against); make pits, esp. 
scars, in (esp. in p.p.); (path., of flesh 
etc.) retain impression of finger etc. when 
touched, [f. prec. 1 

pit'(a-)pat, adv. & n. With the sound ~, 
palpitatingly, falteringly, as his heart, 
feel, went ~ ; (n.) the sound ~. [imit.] 

pitch1, n., & v.t. 1. Black or dark-brown 
tenacious resinous substance, semi-liquid 
when hot, hard when cold, got from 
distillation of tar or turpentine, used for 
caulking seams of ships etc. (~-black, ~- 
-darkness, with no light at all); ~'blende, 
native oxide of uranium, found in ~-like 
masses, important source of radium; 
—cap, cap lined with ~, used as instru¬ 
ment of torture; ~-pine, specially 
resinous kinds of pine; stone, old 
volcanic rock looking like ~. 2. v.t. 
Cover, coat, smear, with ~. [OE pic 
(whence vb pician), OS pik, OHG peh, 
ON bik, f. L pix picis] 

pitch2, v.t. &i. 1. Fix & erect (tent, camp); 
(abs.) encamp. 2. (Crick.) ~ wickets, fix 
stumps in ground & place bails; fix, 
plant, (thing) in definite position; expose 
(wares) for sale in market etc. 3. Pave 
(road) with set stones. 4. battle (of 
set kind, not casual). 5. (Mus.) set at 
particular pitch, (fig.) express in particu¬ 
lar style. 6. Throw, fling; (in games) 
throw (flat object) towards a mark; (si.) 
tell (tale, yarn). 7. (golf). Play (ball) with 
pitch shot (see foil.). 8. Fall heavily (on 
one’s head, into, etc.); (of ship) plunge in 
longitudinal direction (cf. roll2). 9. ~ 
in (colloq.), set to work vigorously; ~ 
into (colloq.), assail forcibly with blows, 
words, etc., make vigorous attack on, 
(person, food, etc.); ~ upon, happen to 
select; —&-toss, game of skill & chance 
in which coins are ~ed at a mark; 
~-farthing, — chuck z-farthing. [ME 
pic(c)he (also north, pikke, whence (now 
dial.) pick), of obsc. hist. & orig.] 

pitch3, n. 1. Pitching (e.g. of ship). 2. 
Mode of delivering cricket-ball in bowl¬ 
ing; (golf, also ~ shot) lofted approach 
shot with little run to ball after alighting. 
3. Quantity of commodity pitched in 
market. 4. II Place at which one (e.g. 
street performer, bookmaker) is sta- 

pittance 

tioned; (crick.) place between & about 
wickets. 5. Height to which falcon etc. 
soars before swooping on prey, as fly a 
high etc. ~ (also fig.). 6. Height, degree, 
intensity, (of quality etc.); (mus.) degree 
of acuteness or graveness of tone. 7. De¬ 
gree of slope; steepness of roof’s slope; 
(mech.) distance between successive points 
or lines, e.g. between successive teeth of 
cog-wheel. 8. —pipe, small pipe blown 
by mouth to set ~ for singing or tuning; 
~ -wheel, toothed wheel engaging with 
another, [f. prec. ] 

pitch'er1, d. Large usu. earthenware 
vessel with handle or two ears & usu. a 
lip, for holding liquids; jug; little ~s have 
long ears, children are apt to overhear ; 
(bot.) modified leaf in ~ form, -—plant 
(with such leaves). Hence ~ful(2) n. 
[ME, f. OF pichier f. Horn. *picarium, 
var. of bicarium, beaker] 

pitch'er2, n. In vbl senses of pitch2, esp.: 
player who delivers ball, esp. in baseball ; 
II street vendor who pitches stall in fixed 
place; stone used for paving. [-ER1 ] 

pitch'fork, n., & v.t. 1. Long-handled 
fork w-ith two prongs for pitching hay 
etc.; tuning-fork. 2. v.t. Cast (as) wdth 
~, (fig.) thrust (person) forcibly (into 
position, office, etc.), [in ME pickfork, 
prob. f. pick1 +fork, assoc, w. PITCH2] 

pitch'y, a. Of, like, dark etc. as, pitch. 
[-Y2] 

pit'eous, a. Calling for pity, deplorable. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME pitous 
f. OF pitos f. Rom. *pietosus (as piety, see 
-ITOUS)] 

pith, n., & v.t. Spongy cellular tissue in 
stems & branches of dicotyledonous 
plants; similar tissue lining rind of 
orange etc.; spinal cord; (fig.) essential 
part, quintessence, (often~ & marrow of) ; 
physical strength, vigour; force, energy ; 
of ~ (importance) <£- moment (Shakes. 
Ham. m. i. 86); (v.t.) slaughter or im¬ 
mobilize (animal) by severing spinal 
cord. Hence~'LESS a. [OE pif7w, = MDu., 
MLG pitte, pit-, ult. orig. unkn.] 

pithecan'thrope, n. Ape-man, hypo¬ 
thetical link between ape & man. [f. Gk 
pithekos ape + anthropos man] 

plthec'oid, a. Ape-like, [as prec., see 
-OID] 

pith'ly, a. Of, like, abounding in, pith ; 
condensed & forcible, terse. Hence 
~ily2 adv., ~iNF,ss n. [-Y2] 

pit'iab|le, a. Calling for pity or contempt. 
Hence ~leNESS n., ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
(as pity, see -able)] 

pit'iful, a. Compassionate; (of things) 
calling for pity; contemptible. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME;-ful] 

pit'iless, a. Showing no pity. Hence 
~ly2 adv.,~NESS n. [ME ; -less] 

pit'pan, n. Central American dug-out 
boat. [perh. native] 

pitt'ance, n. Pious bequest to religious 
house for extra food etc. (hist.); allowance. 
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remuneration, esp. scanty one, as a mere 
~ ; small number or amount. [ME, f. OF 
pitance, app. same wd as pitance pity (as 
PIETY -f-ANCE)] 

II pltt'ite, n. Person occupying seat in pit 
of theatre, [-ite1] 

pitu'itary, a. Of or secreting phlegm, 
mucous; ~ gland, body, a small ductless 
gland at the base of the brain which has 
an important influence over the growth of 
the body. So pitu'itous a., pitu'itrik n., 
hormone produced by ~ body, solution 
containing this used medicinally, [f. L 
piluitarius (pituita phlegm, see -ary l)] 

pit' y, n., & v.t. 1. Feeling of tenderness 
aroused by person’s distress or suffering, 
as cannot help feeling ~ for him, felt no ~ 
for him, in ~ of his fate; take ~ on, feel 
or act compassionately towards; (as form 
of entreaty) fork’s sake; regrettable fact, 
ground for regret, as what a ~ !, more’s 
the ~ (so much the worse), it is a thousand 
pities you did not mention it; (arch.) if is or 
was ~ of them., one feels sorry for them. 
2. v.t. Feel (often contemptuous) ~ for, 
as he is much to be pitied, I ~ you if you 
think that. Hence ~ingLY2adv. [ME, f. 
OF pile f. L as piety ] 

pityri'asis, n. (path.). Skin disease 
characterized by the shedding of bran- 
-like scales, [f. Gk pituriasis (pituron 
bran, -asis)] 

piv'ot, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Short shaft or pin 
on which something turns or oscillates; 
(fig.) cardinal or crucial point. 2. vb. 
Furnish with, attach by, ~ ; turn as on ~, 
hinge (upon, often fig.). Hence ~al a. 
[F] 

pix'y, -xie, n. Being akin to fairy. Hence 
‘pix'ilated a. (dial.), slightly crazy, 
[orig. unkn.] 

pizzicato (pitslkah'to), adv., a., & n. 
(mus.). (Played) by plucking string of 
violin etc. with finger instead of using 
bow; (n.) passage, note, so played. [It.] 

piz'zle, n. (now vulg.). Penis of animal 
esp. that of bull formerly used as flogging 
instrument. [16th c., f. LG pesel, dim. of 
MLG pese (Du. pees)] 

plac'lable, a. Easily appeased, mild, for¬ 
giving. Hence or cogn. ~aBlL'lTY n., 
~abLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF, f. L placabilis 
(placare appease, see -bj.e) ] 

plac'ard, n., & v.t. 1. Document printed 
on one side of single sheet for posting up, 
poster. 2. v.t. (also plakard')- Set up ~s 
on (wall etc.) advertise (wares etc.) by 
~s, display (poster etc.) as~. [ME, f. OF, 
f. plaquier vb plaster f. MDu. plakken, see 
-ARD] 

placate' (or plftc'at), v.t. Pacify, concili¬ 
ate. Hence plac'atoitY a., propitiatory, 
[f. L placare, see -ATE3 ] 

place1, n. 1. Particular part of space; 
part of space occupied by person or thing, 
as it has changed its 2. City, town, 
village, etc.; (in names of groups of 
buildings) Ely etc. P~; residence, dwell¬ 

ing; country-house with surroundings. 
3. Building, spot, devoted to specified 
purpose, as ~ of amusement, worship, 
bathing—; || (H. of Commons) another ~, 
H. of Lords; also joc. in Cambridge with 
ref. to Oxford, and vice-versa. 4. Particu¬ 
lar spot on surface etc., as a sore ~ on his 
wrist. 5. Passage of book etc. 6. Rank, 
station, as servants must know their 
keep him in his ~. 7. (In racing) position 
among placed competitors. 8. Position 
of figure in series as indicating its value in 
decimal or similar notation, as calculated 
to 50 decimal ~s. 9. Step in progression of 
argument, statement, etc., as in the first, 
second, ~. 10. Proper or natural position, 
as take your ~s, there is no ~ for doubt, is 
in or out of (its, his) ~; space, seat, ac¬ 
commodation, for person etc. at table, in 
conveyance, etc., as take two ~s in the 
coach, always a ~ for you at our table-, in 
~ of, instead of; take the ~ of, be sub¬ 
stituted for. 11. Office, employment, 
esp. government appointment; duties of 
office etc., as it is not my ~ to inquire into 
that. 12. In, out of, (un)suitable, (in)- 
appropriate; give ~ to, make room for, be 
succeeded by; take ~, happen. 13. ~- 
-brick (imperfectly burnt from being on 
windward side of kiln); ~ (-kick) (footb.), 
kick made when ball is previously placed 
for that purpose on ground; ~'man, 
holder of public office, esp. one appoin¬ 
ted from motives of interest. [ME, f. 
OF, f. Rom. *plattia f. L f. Gk plateia 
(hodos) broad (way)] 

place2, v.t. l.Put(tliingetc.) in particular 
place; arrange (set of things) in their 
proper places. 2. Appoint (person, esp. 
clergyman) to post; find situation, living, 
etc., for. 3. Invest (money); dispose of 
(goods) to customer; put (order for goods 
etc.) into hands of firm etc. 4. Repose 
(confidence etc. in, on). 5. Assign rank 
to; locate; fully identify, remember 
circumstances of previous meeting with, 
assign to a class (I know that man’s face 
but I can’t ~ him). 6. State position of 
(usu. any of first 3 horses or runners) in 
race; be ~d, be among first three. 7. Get 
(goal) by place 1-kick. [prec. ] 

placeb'o, n. (pi. ~s, ~es). (Eccl.) opening 
antiphon of the vespers for the dead; 
(med.) medicine given to humour, rather 
than cure, the patient. [L, = I shall be 
acceptable (placere please), first word of 
Ps. cxvi. 9 (Vulg.)] 

placen't|a, n. (pi. ~ae). Flattened circular 
spongy vascular organ in higher mam¬ 
mals, expelled after parturition and help¬ 
ing to nourish foetus, which is attached 
to it by umbilical cord; (bot.) part of 
carpel to which ovules are attached. 
Hence ~al a. [f. L placenta^ Gk plakoeis 
-entos flat cake f. root of plax plakos flat 
plate] 

pla'cer, n. Deposit of sand, gravel, etc., 
in bed of stream etc. containing valuable 
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minerals in particles. [Amer. Sp., cogn. 
\v. 'placet sandbank f. plaza place1] 

II pla'cgt, sentence & n. (Uniw.). non 
~, it pleases me (not) (forms used in voting 
for or against measure) ;(n.) such vote. [L] 

pla'cid, a. Mild; peaceful; serene. Hence 
or cogn. placid'iTY n., ~ly2 adv. [f. L 
placidus (placere please, see -id1)] 

plack'et, n. Pocket, esp. in woman’s skirt; 
-—-ft.oZe, opening in outer skirt giving 
access to this. [var. of placard] 

plac'oid, a. (Of scales) plate-shaped; (of 
fish) with ~ scales, if. Gk plax plakos 
plate, -oid] 

plafond (pl&fawn'), n. Ceiling, esp. one 
enriched with paintings; such painting. 
[F] 

plag'al,a. (mus.). (Of ecclesiastical modes) 
having their sounds comprised between 
the dominant & its octave; ~ cadence (in 
which chord of subdominant immediately 
precedes that of the tonic). Cf. authentic. 

[f. med. L plagalis f. plana ~ mode, prob. 
f. med. L f. Gk plagios oblique, (med. Gk) 
plagal, f. plagos side] 

plage (plahzh), n. Sea beach (esp. at 
fashionable resort). [F] 

pla'glar|ize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. Take and use 
another person’s (thoughts, writings, 
inventions, or abs.) as one’s own. So 
~ism,~ist, nn. [f. foil.+-ize] 

pla'giary, n. (arch.). = plagiarism; = 
plagiarist, [f. L plagiarius kidnapper 
(plagiare kidnap)] 

pla'gio-, comb, form of Gk plagios 
oblique, as: ~cephal’ic, having anterior 
part of skull more developed on one side, 
posterior on the other; ~clas'tic (min.), 
having oblique cleavage; ~stome, fish 
with mouth placed transversely beneath 
snout, as sharks & rays, 

plague (-g), n., & v.t. 1. Affliction, esp. as 
divine punishment; (colloq.) nuisance, 
trouble; pestilence, esp. the (oriental or 
bubonic) ~; (as imprecation) ~ on it! etc.; 
r^-spot, spot on skin characteristic of ~, 
locality infected with ~, (fig.) source or 
symptom of moral corruption. 2. v.t. 
Afflict with ~; (colloq.) annoy, bother, 
whence ~'SOME (-gs-) a. (colloq.). [ME, 
f. L plaga stroke (plag- root of plangere 
beat breast)] 

plag'u|y (-gi), a. & adv. (arch.). Annoy- 
ing(ly); exceeding(ly), as was ~y glad to 
get back again. Hence ~1ly2 (-gi-) adv. 
[f. prec. +-Y2] 

plaice, n. European flat-fish much used as 
food. [ME, f. OF plaiz f. LL platessa app. 
f. Gk platus broad, or plat- flat] 

plaid (pl&d, Sc. plad), n. Long piece of 
twilled woollen cloth, usu. with chequered 
or tartan pattern, outer article of High¬ 
land costume; cloth used for this. Hence 
~'ED2a. [Gael, plaide, of unkn. orig.] 

plain1, a., adv., & n. 1. Clear, evident; 
simple, readily understood, as ~ words, 
English; not in code; not intricate, as ~ 
sewing; unembelhshed, (of drawings etc.) 

not coloured; (of food) not rich or highly 
seasoned; not luxurious, as ~ living; out¬ 
spoken, straightforward, (esp. be ~ with, 
tell home truths to); unsophisticated, 
as I am a ~ man; of homely manners, 
dress, or appearance; ugly, as a pity the 
poor girl is so ~~ as a pikestaff. 2. adv. 
Clearly, as learn to speak —. 3. ~ cards 
(not court-cards); —chant, = ~-song; ~ 
clothes, unofficial dress; ~ dealing, can¬ 
dour, straightforwardness; ~ sailing, 
sailing in a ~ course, (fig.) simple course 
of action; —song, vocal music composed 
in medieval modes & in free rhythm 
depending on accentuation of the words, 
and sung in unison; ~-spoken, outspoken; 
~ suit (not trumps); ~ tile, flat roofing- 
-tilo. 4. n. Level tract of country; ~ s'man, 
inhabitant of a ~. Hence ~'ly2 adv., 
~'ness (-n-n-) n. [ME, f. OF plain adj. 
& n., f. L planus adj., -num n.] 

II plain2, v.i. (arch., poet.). Mourn; com¬ 
plain; emit plaintive sound. [ME, f. OF 
plaindre (st. plaign-) f. L plangere planet- 
beat breast] 

plaint, n. || (Law) accusation, charge; 
(poet.) lamentation, complaint. [ME & 
OF (1) plaint f. L planctus -us, (2) pktinte 
f. med. L plancta fem. p.p. as n.; both as 
prec. ] 

plain'tiff, n. Party who brings suit into 
court of law (opp. defendant). [ME, f. OF, 
as foil.] 

piain'tive, a. Expressive of sorrow; 
mournful. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[ME, f. OF (-if, -ive) f. plaint-, p.p. of 
plaindre plain*, see -ive] 

plait (plat), n., & v.t. I. (Now usu. pleat) 

fold, crease, esp. flattened fold in cloth 
made by doubling it upon itself; (v.t.) 
fold (cloth etc.) thus. 2. (Now rarely 
plat2) contexture of three or more inter¬ 
laced strands of hair, ribbon, straw, etc.; 
(v.t.) form (hair, straw, etc.) into ~. [ME 
pleil, plait f. OF pleit f. Rom. *plic(i)tum 
p.p. of plicarc fold; see pleat, plight2] 

plan, n., & v.t. & i. (-nn-). 1. Drawing, 
diagram, made by projection on flat 
surface (cf. elevation), esp. one showing 
relative position of parts of (one floor of) 
a building; large-scale detailed map of 
town or district; table indicating times, 
places, etc., of intended proceedings etc.; 
scheme of arrangement; project, design; 
way of proceeding, as the belter ~ is to 
peel them after boiling-, ~ of campaign; 

(perspective) any of the imaginary planes, 
perpendicular to line of vision, passing 
through objects shown in picture. 2. vb. 
Make a ~ of (ground, existing building); 
design (building to be constructed etc.); 
scheme, arrange beforehand, (procedure 
etc.), as ~ned economy; make ~s. Hence 
'—’less a. [F, f. earlier plant, f. It. pianta 
plan; see plant 1 ] 

|| planch (-sh), n. Slab of metal, stone, etc., 
esp. of baked fire-clay used in enamelling, 
[late ME & OF planche plank1] 
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plan'chet (-sh-). n. Plain disc of metal of 
which coin is made. [prec. + -et 1 ] 

planchette' (-sh-, & see Ap.), n. Small 
usu. heart-shaped board supported by 
two castors & pencil, which when person’s 
fingers rest lightly on board is said to 
trace letters etc. without conscious direc¬ 
tion. [F, dim. of planche plank 1 ] 

plane1, n. Tall spreading tree of genus 
Platanus with broad angular palmately- 
-lobed leaves; ~-tree (of this genus). [ME 
& OF plane f. L f. Gk platanos (platus 
broad)] 

plane2, n., & v.t. 1. Tool for smoothing 
surface of woodwork by paring shavings 
from it, consisting of wooden or metal 
stock from smooth bottom of which pro¬ 
jects a steel blade; similar tool for 
smoothing metal; smoothing(used to 
finish surface, cf. jack1- & trying—); 
moulding-~ (for making mouldings). 
2. v.t. Smooth (wood, metal) with ~, pare 
away or down (irregularities) with ~; 
(arch.) level, esp. ~ the way. [(n.) ME & 
OF plane f. LL plana; (vb) ME f. OF 
planer; both f. L planare (as plane4)] 

plane3, n., & v.i. 1. Surface such that the 
straight line joining any two points in it 
lies wholly in it; imaginary surface of 
this kind in which points or lines in 
material bodies lie; level surface; flat 
thin object such as table-top, supporting 
part of aeroplane; (also ’plane) aeroplane; 
incline 1d ~; each of the natural faces of a 
crystal. 2. Main road in mine. 3. (fig.). 
Level (of thought, knowledge, etc.), as 
his superstition places him on the same 
~ as the savage. 4. ~ sailing, art of deter¬ 
mining ship’s position on the theory that 
she is moving on a ~, (fig., now usu. 
plain1 sailing) simple course. 5. v.i. 
Travel, glide (down etc.), in aeroplane. 
[17th c., different, from plain1 (n.), after 
L planum, in certain senses] 

plane4, a. Perfectly level, as a plane3 ; (of 
angle, figure, etc.) lying in a plane; ~ 
chart (on which meridians & parallels of 
latitude are represented by equidistant 
straight lines, used in plane3 sailing); ~- 
•table, surveying instrument used for 
direct plotting in the field, [late 17th c., 
different, from plain1 (adj.), after L 
planus, in certain senses] 

plan'et1, n. (Hist.) heavenly body distin¬ 
guished from fixed stars by having appar¬ 
ent motion of its own (Moon, Mercury, 
Venus, Sun, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn), esp. 
(astrol.) with reference to its supposed 
influence on persons & events; (astron.) 
primary ~s, heavenly bodies revolving 
in approximately circular orbits round 
sun (major ~s, Mercury, Venus, Earth, 
Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, 
Pluto; minor ~s, the asteroids, whose 
orbits lie between those of Mars & Jupi¬ 
ter) ; secondary ~s (also satellites), those 
that revolve round primary; sun & ~; 
—struck, -stricken, bewildered, terrified 

plant 

[ME & OF planete f. LL f. Gk planetes 
wanderer, planet, f. planaomai wander] 

plan'et2, n. Chasuble, [f. med. L planeta, 
also LL planetica (veslis), f. Gk planetes 
wanderer (prec.)] 

planetar'ium, n. Orrery, model of planet¬ 
ary system, [mod. L, see foil.] 

plan'etary, a. Of planets, as ~ influence, 
motions; ~ hour, twelfth part of natural 
day or night; ~ (solar) system; terrestrial, 
mundane; wandering, erratic, [f. LL 
planetarius (as planet1, see -ary1)] 

planetes'imal, n. One of a vast number 
of minute planetoids which, according to 
the ~ hypothesis, formed the bodies of the 
planets by accretion in a cold state, [f. 
planet1 after infinitesimal] 

plan'etoid, n. Minor planet1, [-oid] 
plan'glent (-j-), a. (Of sound) thrilling, 
vibrating, moaning, insistent. Hence 
~ency n. [f. L plangere beat the breast, 
see -ent] 

plan 11-, comb, form of L planus level, 
smooth, plane, as: ~lm'eter, instrument 
for mechanically measuring area of 
irregular plane figure; ~im’etry, measure¬ 
ment of plane surfaces, so planlmU’ric(al) 
aa.; planipet’alous, with flat petals; 
plan'?sphere, map formed by projection 
of (part of) sphere or plane, (revolving 
~isphere, device for showing the part of 
the heavens visible at given time & 
place), so pldnisphi'ric a. 

plan'lsh, v.t. Flatten (sheet metal etc.) 
with smooth-faced hammer or otherwise; 
flatten out (coining-metal) between 
rollers; polish (photograph etc.) with 
roller etc. Hence -^er1 (1, 2) n. [f. obs. 
F planir smooth (plan a. as plane4), see 
-ISH2] 

plank1, n. Long flat piece of timber, 
2 to 6 in. thick, 9 or more in. wide (cf. 
board1); item of political or other pro¬ 
gramme (cf. platform) ; walk the ~, (of 
pirates’ captive etc.) walk blindfold iDto 
sea along ~ laid over side of ship; ~ bed 
(of boards, without mattress, used as 
prison discipline etc.). [ME, f. ONF 
planke = OF planche f. LL planca board 
(plancus flat-footed)] 

plank2, v.t. Furnish, cover, floor, with 
planks, whence ~'ins1 (2, 3) n.; (colloq.) 
put down roughly or violently, esp. pay 
(money, or abs.) down on the spot. [f. 
prec. ] 

plank'ton, n. (biol.). The (chiefly micro¬ 
scopic) forms of drifting or floating 
organic life found at various depths in 
seas, lakes, rivers, etc., taken collectively 
(cf. benthos & nekton). [G, f. Gk plagktos 
wandering (plazomai)] 

piano-, comb, form of L planus level, flat, 
as : ~conc'ave, ~con'vex, (of lens etc.) with 
one surface plane & the other concave, 
convex; pldnOm'eter, flat plate, usu. of 
cast iron, as gauge for plane surfaces. 

plant1 (-ah-), n. 1. Living organism 
capable of living wholly on inorganic 
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substances & having neither power of 
locomotion nor special organs of sensation 
or digestion, member of the vegetable 
kingdom (often restricted to the smaller 
~s, excluding trees and shrubs). 2. Crop; 
growth, as in growing, lose —, die off, 
miss ~, fail to spring from seed. 3. Mode 
of planting oneself, pose. 4. Fixtures, 
implements, machinery, etc., used in 
industrial process; factory; (fig.) machin¬ 
ery of intellectual work etc. 5. (si.). 
Planned swindle or burglary, hoax. 6. 
—louse, kinds of insect that infest ~s, 
esp. aphis. Hence ~'i.et n., ~'like a. 
[OE planle ( — OHG pflanza, ON planta), 
in ME reinforced by OF plante; f. L 
planta slip, cutting; partly also f. foil.] 

plant2 (-ah-), v.t. 1. Place (tree, shoot, 
bulb, seed, crop, etc.) in ground that it 
may take root & grow; deposit (young 
fish, spawn, oysters) in river etc.; ~ out, 
transfer (plant) from pot or frame to open 
ground, set out (seedlings) at intervals. 
2. Fix firmly (in, on, ground etc.); station 
(person), esp. as spy; ~ oneself, take up a 
position. 3. Establish, found, (commun¬ 
ity, city, church); settle (person) in a 
place as colonist etc.; cause (idea etc.) to 
take root in (mind); furnish (land with 
plants, district with settlers, etc.). 4. 
Deliver (blow, thrust) with definite aim. 
5. (si). Conceal (stolen goods etc.); bury; 
place (gold-dust, ore) in mining claim to 
encourage prospective buyer, cf. salt v. ; 

devise (fraudulent scheme). 6. Abandon, 
as there I was, fairly ~ed. Hence~'ABLE a. 
[OE plantian f. L plantare, as prec. ] 

Planta'genet, n. & a. (Member) of the 
family founded by Geoffrey of Anjou, 
esp. any of the English kings from Henry 
II to Richard II. [surname, f. sprig of 
broom (L planta plant, genesta broom) 
worn as cognizance] 

plan'tain1 (-tin), n. Kinds of plants, esp. 
greater ~, low herb with broad flat leaves 
spread out close to ground & seeds much 
used for cage-birds. [ME & OF, f. L 
plantaginem (nom. -go) prob. f. planta 
sole of foot, from its prostrate leaves] 

plan'tain2 (-tin), n. Tree-like tropical 
herbaceous plant allied to banana and 
bearing similar fruit; its fruit. [16th c. 
pla(n)lan f. Sp. pla(n)tano in same sense, 
identical in form w. pla(n)tano (ohs. E 
plantain) rLANE '-tree ] 

plan'tar, a. (anat.). Of the sole of the foot. 
[f. L plantaris (planta sole, see -ar1)] 

plantation, n. Assemblage of planted 
growing plants, esp. trees; estate on 
which cotton, tobacco, etc., are cultivated 
(formerly by servile labour); ~ song (of 
the kind sung by Negroes on American 
~s); (hist.) colonization, colony. [ME, f. 
OF or f. L planlatio (as plant2, see -ation)] 

pla'nter (-ah-), n. Cultivator of soil; (in 
Ireland) English settler on forfeited lands 
in 17th c., (19th c.) person settled in 
evicted tenant’s holding; occupier of 

plaster 

plantation, esp. in (sub-)tropical coun¬ 
tries, as coffee, cotton, sugar, tobacco, -~; 
machine for planting, as corn, potato, -~. 
Hence ~ship n. [plant2+ -ER1] 

plant'igrade, a. & n. (Animal) that walks 
on its soles (cf. digitigrade). [F, f. L 
planta sole + -gradus -walking] 

planx'ty, n. (Ir. mus.). Animated harp- 
-tune moving in triplets, [orig. unkn.] 

plaque (plahk), n. Ornamental tablet of 
metal, porcelain, etc., plain or decorated; 
small tablet as badge of rank in honorary 
order; (path.) patch of eruption etc. So 
plaquETTE' (-akSt) u. [F, f. Du. plait 
tablet] 

plash1, n. Marshy pool; puddle. Hence 
~'y2 a. [OE plwsc, MDu. plasch, plas, 
prob. imit., cf. foil.] 

plash2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Strike surface of 
(water) so as to break it up; splash (t. & 
i.). 2. n. Splash, plunge. Hence ~'y2 a. 
[cf. Du. plassen, G platschen, prob. imit. ] 

plash3, v.t. Bend down and interweave 
(branches, twigs) to form hedge; make, 
renew, (hedge) thus. [f. OF plaissier ult. 
f. L plectere plait; cf. pleach] 

plasm, n. Living matter of a cell, proto¬ 
plasm, esp. general body of this as distinct 
from nucleus, [f. foil.] 

plas'm|a (-z-), n. 1. Green variety of 
quartz. 2. Colourless coagulable part of 
blood, lymph, or milk, in which the 
corpuscles or oil-globules float, so 
~-at'ic a. 3. = prec., whence ~ic (-z-) a. 
[LL & Gk (gen. -matos), = thing moulded 
(plasso mould)] 

plasmdd'ium (-z-), n. (biol.; pi. -ia). 
Mass of naked protoplasm formed by 
fusion or aggregation of amoeboid bodies 
without fusion of their nuclei; generic 
name of microscopic parasitic organism 
whose presence & rapid multiplication in 
the blood of man constitute malaria, 
[mod. L, f. plasma + -odium, see -ode] 

plasmol'ysis (-zm-), n. Loss of water from, 
& consequent contraction of, protoplasm 
of vegetable cell due to immersion in a 
solution stronger than the cell fluid. So 
plas'molyse (-zm-) v.t., subject to~. [f. 
plasm, -o-, Gk lusis loosing f. luo to loose] 

pla'ster1 (-ah-), n. 1. Curative application 
consisting of some substance spread upon 
muslin etc. & capable of adhering at the 
temperature of the body, as court1, 

mustard, sticking-, ~. 2. Soft plastic 
mixture, esp. of lime, sand, & hair, for 
spreading on walls etc. to form smooth 
surface; ~ of Paris, fine white ~ of 
gypsum used for making moulds & as 
cement etc. [prepared from gypsums of 
Montmartre, Paris]. Hence ~Y2 a. [(1) 

OE, f. med. L plastrum f. L f. Gk em- 
plastron-, (2) f. OF piastre f. same source] 

pla'ster2 ( ah-), v.t. 1. Cover (wall etc.) 
with plaster or the like, whence ~er1 n.; 
coat, bedaub; (fig.) load to excess (with 
praise etc.). 2. Apply medical plaster 
to, (joe.) give compensation for (blow, 
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wound); stick, fix, (thing) like plaster 
upon surface. 3. Treat (wine) with gyp- 
sum etc. to neutralize acidity. [ME, f. 
prec.] 

plas'tic, a. Moulding, giving form to clay, 
wax, etc.; ~ arts, those concerned with 
modelling, e.g. sculpture, ceramics; ~ 
surgery (reparing deficiency of structure); 
causing growth of natural forms, forma¬ 
tive of immaterial things; produced by 
moulding; capable of being (easily) 
moulded; ~ bomb, one containing ~ ex¬ 
plosive of putty-like or dough-like con¬ 
sistency capable of being moulded by 
hand; ~ clay (geol.), middle group 
of Eocene beds; (fig.) pliant, supple; 
(biol.) capable of forming living tissue, 
(also) accompanied by this process, as ~ 
bronchitis. Hence plas'tiCALLY adv., 
plasti'ciTY n., ~ize(3) v.t., make ~, 
plas'tics n. pi., group of synthetic 
resinous or other substances that can be 
moulded into any form. [f. L f. Gk 
plastikos (plasso mould, see -ic) ] 

plas'ticme, n. Plastic substance used 
as substitute for modelling clay. [P; 
-INE 4 ] 

plas'tron, n. Fencer’s leather-covered 
breast-plate; breast-covering of facings- 
-cloth worn by lancers; ornamental front 
to woman’s bodice; man’s starched shirt- 
-front; ventral part of shell of tortoise 
or turtle, corresponding part in other 
animals; (Inst.) steel breast-plate. [F, 
f. It. piastrone (piastra breast-plate, as 
plaster ; see -oon)] 

plat1, n. (arch.). Patch, plot, of ground, as 
grass-~. [16th c., collat. form of plot] 

plat2, n., & v.t. (-tt-). = plait (2nd sense). 
plat3 (plah), n. Dish of food. [F, see 

PLATE1] 
plat'an, n. Plane-tree. [ME, f. L platanus 

I> lane-tree] 
plate1, n. 1. Flat thin usu. rigid sheet of 
metal etc. of even surface and more or 
less uniform thickness; this as part of 
mechanism. 2. Smooth piece of metal 
etc. for engraving; impression from this; 
= book1—. 3. Piece of metal with name 
or inscription for affixing to something, as 
coffin, door, name, 4. Thin sheet of 
metal, glass, etc., coated with sensitive 
film for photograph (-whole-~, 8i x6i in., 
half-~, 6i x 4f, quarter-~, 4J x 31). 5. 
Stereotype or electrotype cast of page of 
composed movable types, from which 
sheets are printed. 6. Horizontal timber 
laid along top of wall to support ends of 
joists or rafters, or at top or bottom of a 
framing, as roof, u>all, window, ~. 7. (Also 
~-rail) early form of railroad. 8. (collect, 
sing.). II Table & domestic utensils of 
silver, gold, or other metal, as pewtei—, 
electron. 9. Silver or gold cup as prize 
for (orig. horse-) race, such race; selling 
~, horse-race winner of which must be 
sold at fixed price. 10. Shallow usu. 
circular vessel, now usu. of earthenware 

platinum 

or china, from which food is eaten, as 
dessert, dinner, soup, —; contents of 
this, as a ~ o/ strawberries; similar vessel 
used for collection in churches etc., as 
put a shilling in the ~. 11. Thin piece 
of plastic material, moulded to shape of 
gums etc., to which artificial teeth are 
attached. 12. *Home, pitcher’s, ~, 
stations of batter, pitcher, in baseball. 
13. Light shoe for racehorse. 14. ||~- 
-basket (for spoons, forks, etc.); ~ glass, 
thick glass of fine quality cast in ~s for 
shop windows etc.; || ~'layer, man em¬ 
ployed in fixing & repairing railway; 
~-mark, = HALL-marA, (also) impression 
left on margin of engraving by pressure 
of the ~ (hence marked mount for 
photographs); ~-powder (for cleaning 
silver); || ~-rack (in which ~s are kept or 
placed to drain). Hence ~'ful(2) (-tfdhl) 
n., ~'less a. [ME & OF plate, fern, of 
plat flat, f. Itom. *plattus, perh. f. Gk 
platus broad; sense 10 is f. OF plat n.] 

plate2, v.t. Cover (esp. ship] with plates 
of metal for protection, ornament, etc.; 
cover (other metal) with thin coat of 
silver, gold, or tin ; make a plate of (type) 
for printing, [f. prec.] 

plateau' (-to), n. (pi. ~x, ~s, pr. -z). 
Tableland; ornamented tray or dish; 
decorative plaque; woman’s hat with 
level top. [F, f. OF platel dim. of plat3] 

plat'en, -tt-, n. Plate in printing-press by 
which paper is pressed against type; 
corresponding part in typewriters etc. 
[f. OF platine flat piece [plat, see plate1)] 

plat'er, n. One who plates with silver etc.; 
one who makes or applies plates in ship¬ 
building; inferior racehorse, competing 
chiefly for plates. [-ER1 ] 

plat'fdrm, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Raised level 
surface, natural or artificial terrace; 
II raised surface of planks etc. along 
side of line at railway station; raised 
flooring in hall or open air from which 
speaker addresses audience, (fig.) the ~, 
~ oratory; (fig.) political basis of party 
etc., declared policy of political party. 
2. vb. Place (as) on ~; speak on ~. [f. F 
plateforme ground-plan, lit. flat form (as 
TLATEl+forme FORM)] 

plat'ing, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
coating of gold, silver, etc.; plate-racing, 
[f. PLATE1’2 + -ING1] 

plat'inlze, -ise (-iz), v.t. Coat with 
platinum, [-ize] 

plat'inoid, n. Alloy of copper, zinc, 
nickel, & tungsten; kind(s) of metal 
found associated with platinum, [-oid] 

plat'inotype, n. Process of photographic 
printing in platinum black, [f. foil. +-o- 
-f-TYPE] 

plat'in|um, n. White heavy ductile mal¬ 
leable metallic element unaffected by 
simple acids & fusible only at very high 
temperature; black, ~um in form 
of powder like lamp-black; blonde 
(colloq., orig. U.S.), woman with gold- 
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-grey hair; ~ummetals, platinoids. Hence 
platin'ic, ~if'erous, aa. [mod. L (see 
-ujm) f. earlier platina f. Sp. dim. of viola 
silver, see -ine3] 

plat'xtlude, n. Commonplaceness; com¬ 
monplace remark, esp. one solemnly 
delivered. Hence ~ud'lniZE(2) v.i., ~- 
ud'inous a., ~ud'inousLY2 adv. [F, f. 
plat (see plate 2) after laliTVVE etc. ] 

platitudinar'ian, n. & a. Dealer in plati¬ 
tudes; (adj.) of the nature of platitude. 
[-AKI AN] 

Platon'lc, a. Of Plato the Greek philoso¬ 
pher (died c. 347 b.c.) or his doctrines; 
~ love, purely spiritual love for one of 
opposite sex (p~s, ~ lovers’ talk or 
relation); (pop.) confined to words or 
theory, not issuing in action, harmless; 
~ year, cycle in which heavenly bodies 
were supposed to go through all their 
possible movements & return to original 
positions. So Platonic ally ad v., Plat'o- 
nisii, Plat'oniST, nn., PIat'oniZE(2, 3) 
v.i. & t. [f. L f. Gk Plaldnikos (Platon 
Plato, see -ic) ] 

platoon', n. (Hist.) small infantry detach¬ 
ment, esp. a unit for volley-firing etc., 
volley fired by it; (in mod. use) subdivision 
of a company, a tactical unit commanded 
by a lieutenant & usu. divided into 
three sections, [f. F peloton small ball 
(as pellet, see -oon)[ 

platt'er, n. (chiefly arch. exc. U.S.). Flat 
dish or plate, often of wood. [ME & AI’ 
plater, f. plat plate1] 

plat'y-, comb, form of Gk platus broad, 
flat, as: ~pus, Australian duck-mole, 
ornithorhynchus; ~(r)rhine (-rin), (of 
monkeys) with nostrils far apart & 
directed forwards or sideways, 

plaud'it, n. (usu. in pi.). Round of ap¬ 
plause ; emphatic expression of approval, 
[shortened f. L plaudite applaud (also as 
E noun) pi. imperat. of plaudere plans- 
applaud, said by Roman actors at end of 
play] 

plaus'lible (-z-), a. (Of arguments, state¬ 
ments, etc.) specious, seeming reasonable 
or probable; (of persons) fair-spoken 
(freq. implying deceit). Hence or cogn. 
~iBiL'iTY n., ~ibLY2 adv. [f. L plausibilis 
(as prec., see -ble)] 

play1, v.i. & t. 1. Move about in lively or 
capricious maimer, frisk, flit, flutter, pass 
gently (around, about, etc.), strike lightly 
(upon etc.), alternate rapidly, as bees ~ 
about flowers, tresses ~ on her neck, smile 
~ed on his lips, wind ~s on water, his 
fancy ~ed round the idea. 2. (Of part 
of mechanism etc.) have free movement. 
3. Wield freely, as ~ a good knife & fork, 
eat heartily; ~ a good stick, fence well. 
4. Allow (fish) to exhaust itself by pulling 
against line. 5. Discharge (guns etc. on), 
discharge guns (on), (intr., of guns) be 
fired (on). 6. Direct (light on, over, along, 
etc.), (intr., of light) pass (over, along, 
etc.). 7. Perform, execute, (trick, prank, 

joke, on person, or with double object). 
8. Amuse oneself, sport, frolic; 
one living for pleasure; ~ with, amuse 
oneself with, trifle with, treat lightly; 
~ upon words, pun. 9. (dial.). (Esp. 
of workmen on strike) abstain from 
work. 10. Employ oneself in the game of 
(cricket, whist, etc., or abs.). 11. ~ed out, 
exhausted of energy or vitality or useful¬ 
ness (our horses were, I felt, Free Trade is, 
~ed out); ~ up, put all one’s energy into 
the game etc.; ~ duck !s & drakes; ~ 
fast3 & loose. 12. (In cricket, lawn 
tennis, etc., as bowler’s warning to bats¬ 
man etc.) ~ / 13. Pretend for fun (that 
we are gipsies etc.). 14. (crick.). (Of 
ground) ~ well etc., bo in good etc. 
condition for play. 15. —or-pay bet 
(holding good whether horse runs or not). 
16. Game, gamble; themarket, gamble 
in stocks etc. 17. ~ booty ; ~ fair, foul, 
~ or (fig.) act (un)fairly; ~ (observe 
the rules of) the game (also fig. of keeping 
to code of honour); ~ into the hands of, 
act so as to give advantage to (opponent 
or partner); (si.) ~ it on, ~ it low on, ~ 
(low) down on, take mean advantage of 
(person); ~ upon the square ; ~ at, engage 
in (game), (fig.) engage in (fighting etc.) in 
trivial or half-hearted way. 18. Contend 
against (person) in game; employ (person) 
to ~ in game, include in team. 19. Move 
(piece in chess etc.); take (playing-card) 
from one’s hand & lay it face upwards on 
table in one’s turn; (fig.) ~ one’s cards 
well, make good use of opportunities. 
20. (crick, etc.) Strike (ball) in specified 
esp. defensive manner; (crick.) ~ on 
(abs.), ~ the ball on to one’s own wicket 
and so put oneself out. 21. ~ off, oppose 
(person against another) esp. for one’s 
own advantage; cause (person) to exhibit 
himself disadvantageously; pass (thing) 
ofl as something else; —off n., additional 
match to decide a draw or tie. 22. Per¬ 
form on (musical instrument, or abs.); 
perform (on instrument); ~'back, repro¬ 
duction of sound or picture from magnetic 
tape etc.; ~ by ear, perform on an instru¬ 
ment without technical knowledge of 
music; perform (music on instrument). 
23. ~ (congregation etc.) in, out, ~ on 
organ etc. as they come in, go out; ~ 
(up)on, make use of (person’s fears, 
credulity, etc.); ~ first, second, fiddle. 
24. Perform (drama, or abs.) on stage; 
act (in drama); act (part) in drama, 
as ~ Shylock, (fig.) act in real life the part 
of (the deuce- or devil (with), the fool, the 
man, truant, etc., also ~ one’s part well 
etc.); ~ up to, act in drama so as to 
support (another actor), (fig.) back up, 
flatter, toady. Hence ~'able a. [OE 
plegan exercise oneself, move briskly, 
play, corresp. to MDu. pleyen dance] 

play2, n. 1. Brisk, light, or fitful move¬ 
ment. 2. Activity, operation, as lively ~ 
of fancy, other forces come into ~, are in 
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full ~, are brought or called into ~; make 

act effectively, esp. (racing, hunting) 
exercise pursuers or followers. 3. Free¬ 
dom of movement, space for this, scope 
for activity, as bolts should have half an 
inch of ~, allow full ~ to curiosity. 4. 
Amusement, as at ~, engaged in playing; 
said it only in ~ (not seriously); ~ of 
ivords, trifling with words; ~ on words, 
pun. 5. Playing of game; manner, style, 
of this; (crick., footb., etc.) ball is in ~ 
(being used in ordinary course of ~), is 
out of ~ (temporarily removed from ~ 
according to rules); so ~, part of ground 
within definite boundaries. 6. child’s— ; 
fair®, foul, 7. Cessation from work 
(of workmen on strike etc.). 8. Dramatic 
piece, drama. 9. Gaming, gambling. 
10. —actor (usu. derog.); ~'bill, bill, 
placard, announcing theatrical ~; ~-day, 
school holiday, || week-day on which 
miners etc. do not work; ~-debt (incurred 
in gaming); fellow, companion in (usu. 
children’s) ~; game, experience that 
falls short of another (is a ~game in 
comparison) or of grim reality (e.g. sham 
fight); goer, frequenter of theatre; 

ground, piece of ground used for ~, esp. 
at school (the ~ground of Europe, Switzer¬ 
land) ; '—’house, theatre; —’mate, ~fellow; 
' ,fthing, toy, (fig.) person etc. treated as 
mere toy; —'time; wright, dramatist. 
[OB plega as prec. ] 

play'er, n. In vbl senses, esp.: person en¬ 
gaged at the time, person skilful, in a 
game; performer on musical instru¬ 
ment ; || professional ~ at cricket etc.; 
actor; (pool, croquet) ball that after 
present ~ has finished break etc. will 
play on him; ~ -piano (fitted with 
apparatus enabling it to be played 
automatically), [-eh1] 

play'ful, a. Frolicsome, sportive; humor¬ 
ous, jocular. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[ME; -ful] 

play'ing, n. In vbl senses; —-cards, set or 
pack of cards used in games, [-ing1] 

pla'za (-ah-), n. Market-place, open square 
(esp. in Spanish town). [Sp., = place] 

plea, n. Pleading, argument, excuse; 
(law) formal statement by or on behalf 
of defendant, defence, special — (alleging 
new fact); (hist.) action at law. [ME & 
OF plaid, plait f. L placitum. decree, neut. 
p.p. of placere please; plea = ME plai, 
pie f. AF] 

pleach, v.t. Entwine, interlace; esp. = 
plash3. [ME pleche f. OF *plechier var. of 
plessier plash 3 ] 

plead, v.i. & t. (—'ed; U.S., Sc., dial. pl&d). 
Address court as advocate on behalf of 
either party, so ~'er1 n.; maintain (cause) 
in court; allege formally as plea, (fig.) 
allege as excuse etc., as I can only — 
inexperience, so ~'able a.; ~ (not) guilty, 
deny, confess, liability or guilt; ~ with, 
make earnest appeal to (person for person, 
for, against, thing, decision, etc.) whence 

~'ingLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF plaidier 
(PLEA)] 

plead'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp : (usu. pi.) 
formal (now usu. written) statement of 
cause of action or defence; special 
[-ING1] 

plea'sance (-15z-), n. (arch.). Pleasure, 
enjoyment; pleasure-ground, esp. one 
attached to mansion (now chiefly sur¬ 
viving in proper names). [ME, f. OF 
plaisance (as foil., see -ance)] 

plea'sant (-16z-), a. Agreeable to mind, 
feelings, or senses, as a — breeze, flavour, 
discovery, companion, has a — manner, 
spent a — evening-, || (arch.) jocular, 
facetious. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[ME, f. OF plaisant (as please, see -ant)] 

plea'santry (-lez-), n. Jocularity; humo¬ 
rous speech, jest. [f. F plaisanterie (prec., 
-ery) ] 

please (-z), v.t. & i. 1. Be agreeable to, as 
meant only to — the eye, his last book unit 
— you; ~ yourself, do as you like; be —d 
with, derive pleasure from; I shall (or 
will) be —d (glad) to (do, esp. as polite 
form of consent or offer). 2. Think fit, as 
take as many as you —. 3. (In formal or 
iron, deference) His Majesty has been 
graciously —d to confer etc., your lordship 
was —d to doubt my veracity. 4. (With it 
as subject, expressed or omitted, repre¬ 
senting a prec. or foil, infinitive, clause, 
or sentence, now chiefly as in last use) it 
has never —d him to explain; (may it) — 
your honour, there was no moon that night; 
the matter will be cleared up some day,— God 
(or, joc., ~ the pigs). 5. Give pleasure, as 
ha was anxious to —. 6. (As polite form of 
request esp. for trifling services) if you —, 
with your permission, as I will take another 
cup, if you — ; (with iron, implication that 
nothing could be more reasonable) & now, 
if you —, he expects me to pay for it!-, 
(imperat., orig. = may it ~ you) ring the 
bell, —, may I come in, — ?, coffee for tivo, 
—, ~ (to) return it soon, — don’t (or ~ not to) 
forget the key. Hence pleasED1 (-ezd), 
pleas'iNG2, aa., pleas'ingLY2 adv., (-z-). 
[ME plaise f. OF plaisir (F plaire) f. L 
placere] 

plea'surab|le (plfizher-), a. Affording 
pleasure. Hence ~leNESS n., ~ly2 adv. 
[f. foil. +-ABLE] 

pleasure (pl<5zh'er), n., & v.t. & i. 1. 
Enjoyment, delight; sensuous enjoyment 
as chief object of life, as a life given up to 
—, man of —, profligate; will, desire, as 
shall not consult his —, can be postponed 
during our —, can be altered at —; (royal 
formula) it is our — to, we are graciously 
pleased to; to converse with him is a (source 
of) ~ ; do me the — of (gratify me by) dining 
with me-, he takes (a) — in (likes) contra¬ 
dicting or contradiction-, (arch.) are now 
taking their — (enjoying themselves) at 
Bath-, —-boat etc. (used for ~, not busi¬ 
ness); ~-ground (laid out for ~). 2. vb. 
(arch.). Give ~ to; take ~ (in thing, in 
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doing). [ME & OF plesir, plaisir, please 
used as n.; see -ure] 

pleat, n., & v.t. = plait (1st sense). 

[collateral form of plait] 

pleb, n. (si.). Plebeian, person of lower 
classes, [abbr. ] 

*piebe, n. (colloq.). Member of lowest 
class at U.S. Naval or Military Academy, 
[shortened f. plebeian ] 

plebei'an (-bean), n. & a. 1. Commoner in 
ancient Rome (cf. patrician) ; commoner. 
2. adj. Of low birth, of the common 
people, coarse, base, ignoble. Hence 
~ness n., ~ize(3) v.t. [f. L plebeius (plebs 
common people) +-AN] 

plebiscite (-sit), n. (Rom. hist.) law en¬ 
acted by commonalty in comitia tributa; 
(mod.) direct vote of all electors of State 
on important public question; public ex¬ 
pression of community’s opinion, with or 
without binding force. So plebis'cit ary 1 

a. [f. F plebiscite f. L plebiscitum (plebs 
plebis commons +scitum decree f. sciscere 
vote for)] 

plec'trum, n. (pi. -ra). Small instrument 
of ivory, quill, etc., for plucking strings 
of zither etc. [L, f. Gk plektron (plesso 
strike)] 

pled. See plead. 

pledgel, n. Thing handed over to person 
as security (cf. replevin) for fulfilment of 
contract, payment of debt, etc., & liable 
to forfeiture in case of failure; thing put 
in pawn; (fig.) one’s child; thing given 
as token of favour etc. or of something 
to come; drinking of a health, toast; 
promise, as under ~ of secrecy, solemn 
engagement to abstain from intoxicants, 
as take, sign, keep, the ~; (pol.) leader’s 
public promise (not) to adopt some 
course; state of being pledged, as goods 
lying in ~, taken cnit of ~. [ME & OF 
plege (mod. pleige) f. Frankish L plevium, 
plibium (whence med. L plevire) f. Frank. 
*pligi surety, poss. rel. to plight] 

pledge2, v.t. Deposit as security, pawn; 
(fig.) plight (one’s honour, word, etc.); 
drink to the health of. Hence ~'able a. 
[f. prec. ] 

pledgee', n. One with whom pledge is 
deposited, pawnee. So pledg'ER1 n. [-EE] 

pledg'et, n. Small wad of lint etc. [16th 
c., of unkn. orig.] 

Plei'ad (pli-), n. (pi. ~s pr. -dz, ~es pr. 
-dez). (PI.) cluster of small stars in 
Taurus, usu. spoken of as 7; (fig., sing.) 
brilliant group of (usu. 7) persons or 
things, esp. the French poets of the latter 
part of 16th c. [f. L Pleias f. Gk Pleias 
-ados ] 

Pleis'tocene (-lis-), a. & n. (geol.). (Of) the 
division immediately following the Plio¬ 
cene formation, [f. Gk pleistos most + 
kainos new ] 

plen'arly, a. Entire, absolute, unquali¬ 
fied; (of assembly) fully attended; 
inspiration. Hence ~1ly2 adv. [f. LL 
plenarius (plenus full, see -ary1)] 

plenipoten'tiary (-sha-), a. & n. (Person) 
invested with full power, esp. a diplomatic 
agent having such power; (of power) 
absolute, [f. mod. L plenipotcntiarius 
(plenus full -Vpotens potent), see -ary1] 

plen'itude, n. Fullness, completeness; 
abundance. [ME, f. OF f. L plenitudo 
(plenus full, see -tube)] 

plen'teous, a. (chiefly poet.). Plentiful. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME & OF 
plentivous f. plentif f. plente plenty ; see 
-IVE, -EOUS; Cf. BOUNTEOUS] 

plen'tiful, a. Abundant, copious. Hence 
~ly2 adv.,~NESS n. [ME, f. foil. +-ful] 

plen'ty, n. & adv. 1. Abundance, as much 
as one could desire, (of thing, or abs.), as 
~ of cake, here is cake in ~, we are in ~ of 
time-, horn of ~, cornucopia. 2. adv. 
(colloq.). Quite, as it is ~ large enough. 
[ME plenteth, plente f. OF plentet, -te f. L 
plenitatem (plenus full, see -ty)] 

plen'um, n. Space filled with matter (~ 
system, of ventilation by forcing air in); 
full assembly. [L, neut. of plenus full] 

ple'on]asm, n. Redundancy of expres¬ 
sion, e.g. hear with one’s ears, a false lie. 
So ~as'tic a., <—as'tiCALLY adv. [f. LL 
f. Gk pleonasmos (pleonazo add super¬ 
fluously f. pleon more)] 

pleslosaur'us, n. (pi. -rl, -ruses). Extinct 
marine reptile with long neck, short tail, 
& four large paddles, [f. Gk plesios near 
+ sauros lizard ] 

pletk'ora (or plethor'a), n. Morbid condi¬ 
tion marked by excess of red corpuscles 
in the blood; (fig.) unhealthy repletion. 
Hence or cogn. pletho'ric a., pletho'ri- 
Cally adv. [LL, f. Gk plethdre (pletho 
become full)] 

pleur'la (ploor'a), n. Either of the two 
serous membranes lining the thorax & 
enveloping the lungs in mammals; part 
of the body-wall in invertebrates. Hence 
~al a. [med. L f. Gk, = side of body, 
rib] 

pleur'lisy (ploor-), n. Inflammation of 
the pleura, usu. caused by chill, & marked 
by pain in chest or side, fever, etc. So 
~it'ic (ploor-) a. [ME, f. OF pleurisie f. 
LL pleurisis altered f. L f. Gk pleuritis (as 
prec., see -itis), also used in E] 

pleuro- (ploor-), comb, form (bef. vowel 
pleur-) of Gk pleura, side, pleura, rib, as: 
~dyn'ia, pain in side caused by rheuma¬ 
tism in muscles of chest; -—pneumon’ia, 
pneumonia complicated with pleurisy, 

plexim'eter, n. (med.). Thin plate* of 
ivory etc. placed on part of the body & 
struck with plexor in medical percussion, 
[f. Gk plexis stroke (plesso strike) + 
-METER] 

plex'or, n. (med.). Small hammer used 
with pleximeter. [irreg. as prec. +-0R] 

plex'us, n. (Anat.) network of nerves or 
vessels in animal body, as gastric, pul¬ 
monary, solar, ~ ; network, complication. 
Hence plex'iFORM a. [L, gen. -us, f. 
plectere plex- plait] 
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pli'able, a. = foil. Hence piiami.'iTY n., 
pli'abLY2 adv. [F (plierbend f. L plicare)] 

pli'ant, a. Bending, supple; (fig.) yield¬ 
ing, compliant. Hence pli 'ANCY n., ~LY2 

adv. [ME, f. OF (as prec., see -ant)] 

pile'a, n. (pi. -ae). Fold, as of skin or 
membrane; ~ (poldn'ica Polish), matted 
filthy condition of hair due to disease, 
[med. L, as foil.] 

plic'ate, a. (hot., zool., geol.). Folded. 
So plicat'ED1 a. [f. L plicare fold, 
-ATE2] 

plica'tion, n. Folding; fold, folded con¬ 
dition. [ME, f. OF (as prec., see -ation)] 

pll'ers (-z), n. pi. Pincers having long 
jaws with parallel surfaces, for bending 
wire etc. [f. (dial.) ply bend (see pliable) 

+ -ER1] 

plight1 (plit), v.t., & n. 1. Pledge (one’s 
troth, faith, promise, esp. in p.p.); engage 
oneself (to person, esp. in p.p., as ~ed 
lovers). 2. n. Engagement. [OE pliht 
danger, corresp. to MDu. plicht, OHO 
pfliht duty, f. *pleh-, *pleg-, WG *plegan, 
perh. rel. to pledge ] 

plight2 (plit), n. Condition, state, esp. a 
sorry, evil, hopeless, etc. ~. [ME & AF 
plit — OF pleit fold, see plait; -gh- by 
confus. w. prec. ] 

II plim, v.t. & i. (dial.; -mm-). Swell, fill 
out, make or grow plump, [also plum., 
perh. cogn. w. pliimp1] 

Plim'soll, a. & n. ~ line, ~’s mark1 ; || (n. 
pi.; p~s) cheap rubber-soled canvas shoes. 
[S. ~, agitator for Merchant Shipping 
Act of 1876] 

plinth, n. Lower square member of base 
of column; projecting part of wall 
immediately above ground, [f. F plinthe 
or L (= plinth) f. Gk plinthos tile, 
brick ] 

plm'thite, n. Kind of brick-red clay, [as 
prec. + -ite 1 ] 

Pli'ocene, a. & n. (geol.). (Of) the newest 
division of Tertiary formation, [f. Gk 
pleion more +kainos new] 

plod, v.i. & t. (-dd-), & n. 1. Walk labori¬ 
ously, trudge, (on, along, etc.); drudge, 
slave, (at etc.); make (one’s way) labori¬ 
ously. 2. n. Laborious walk or work. 
Hence ~d,ER1 n., ~d'ingLY2 adv. [16th 
c., app. imit.] 

plom'be (-awmba), a. Officially lead- 
-sealed. [F ] 

plop, n., adv., & v.t. & i. (-pp-). 1. Sound 
as of smooth object dropping into water 
without splash; act of falling with this. 
2. adv. With a ~. 3. vb. (Cause to) fall 
thus. [imit. ] 

plot1, n. Piece (usu. small) of ground; 
plan of play, poem, novel, etc., whence 
~'less a.; conspiracy (gunpowder ~); sly 
plan (earlier complot). [(?OE) ME plotle, 
of unkn. orig.; cf. tlat1] 

plot2, v.t. (-tt-). Make plan or map of 
(existing object, place or thing to be laid 
out, constructed, etc.); make (a curve) by 
marking out a number of points; plan. 

plug 

contrive, (evil object, or abs.). Hence 
~t,ER1 n. [f. prec.] 

plough1 (plow), n. 1. Implement for cut¬ 
ting furrows in soil & turning it up, con¬ 
sisting of cutting blade (~'share) fixed in 
frame drawn by horses etc. & guided by 
man (~'man); pvt one’s hand to the ~, 
undertake task (Luke ix. 62); ploughed 
land; kinds of instrument resembling ~, 
as ice— (for cutting up blocks of ice), 
snow-~ (for clearing away snow); the P~, 
CHARLES’S wain; || [f. foil.] rejection of 
candidate in examination. 2. -—beam, 
central beam of ~; ~-boi/, boy who leads 
~-horses etc.; ~-land (hist.), as much 
land as could be ploughed by one team 
of 8 oxen in the year, unit of assessment 
in N. & E. counties of England (cf. hide 3); 
P~ Monday (first after Epiphany), ~- 
-shoe, appliance for protecting or sup¬ 
porting ~share; '-'-staff (ending in small 
spade, used to clear coulter etc. from 
earth etc.); '—'-tail, rear of ~, (fig.) farm- 
-labour, as at the '--tail. [late OE ploh 
f. ON plogr, = OFris. plocli, MLG ploh, 
pluh, OHG pfluoc, f. Gmc. *plog-, *ploh-\ 

plough2 (plow), v.t. & i. Turn up (earth, 
or abs.) with plough, esp. before sowing 
(~ the sand or sands, labour uselessly); 
~ back, ~ (grass, clover, etc.) into soil to 
enrich it, (fig.) reinvest (profits) in business 
etc.; root out, cast up, thrust down, (roots, 
weeds) with plough; furrow, scratch, 
(surface) as with plough; produce (furrow, 
line) thus (~ a lonely furrow, fig., take 
one’s own solitary course); produce 
wrinkles in (brow etc.); advance labori¬ 
ously (through snow etc., through book 
etc.); (of ship etc.) cleave (surface of 
water, its way, etc.); II (si.) reject (candi¬ 
date) in examination, [f. prec. ] 

plo'ver (plfl -), n. Kinds of gregarious gral- 
latorial bird, esp. golden, grey, & (pop.) 
lapwing; '--page, —’s-page, dunlin & other 
birds said to follow golden [ME & AF 
plover, OF -ier, f. pop. L *plovarius (L 
pluvia rain)] 

|| ploy, n. (colloq.). Expedition, under¬ 
taking, occupation, job. [orig. unkn.] 

pluck1, n. Plucking, twitch; || rejection, 
failure, in examination; heart, liver, & 
lungs, of beast as food; courage, spirit, 
whence (-)~ed2 (-kt), ~'less, ~'y2, aa., 
~'ily2 adv., ~'iNESS n.; (photog. si.) 
boldness of effect. [ME, f. foil.] 

pluck2, v.t. & i. Pull off, pick, (flower, 
feather, hair); (arch.) pull, drag, snatch, 
(away, off, etc.); pull at, twitch; tug, 
snatch, at; strip (bird) of feathers; crow 1 

to ~; plunder, swindle, as ~ a pigeon ; 

I! reject (candidate) in examination; ~ up 
one’s heart, spirits, courage, take courage, 
[late OE plocc-, pluccian, cogn. w. MLG 
plucken, MDu. plocken, ON plokka, 
plukka, f. Gmc *plokkdn, ult. f. Rom. 
*piluccare f. pilus hair] 

plugn. Piece of wood etc. fitting tightly 
into hole, used to fill gap or act as wedge 



(in various techn. uses); natural or mor¬ 
bid concretion acting thus; kinds of 
stopper for vessel or pipe; pin or other 
fitting for making electrical contacts; 
(pop.) release-mechanism of water-closet 
flushing apparatus; fire1—; SPARK2mp- 
—; tobacco pressed into cake or stick, 
piece of this cut off for chewing; *—ugly 
(si.), street rowdy, [f. MDu. (MLG) 
plugge, of unkn. orig.] 

plug3, v.t. & i. (-gg-). Stop (hole etc., often 
up) with plug; (si.) shoot; (si.) strike with 
fist; (colloq.) plod (away at work etc.); 
(colloq.) endeavour to popularize (a song, 
theory, policy, etc.) by dinning it into the 
public ear; ~ in, establish electrical con¬ 
tact by inserting a plug. [f. prec., or 
early Du. (MLG) pluggen] 

plum, n. 1. Roundish fleshy fruit with 
sweet pulp & flattish pointed stone; (also 
—-tree) tree bearing this; dried grape or 
raisin as used for cakes etc.; sugar— ; 
II French—, fine kind of prune; (fig.) good 
thing, best of a collection, prize in life 
etc. 2. ~ cake (containing raisins, cur¬ 
rants, etc.); — duff, plain flour pudding 
with raisins or currants; ~ pudding, 
boiled pudding of flour, bread-crumbs, 
suet, raisins, currants, eggs, spices, etc., 
eaten at Christmas, (also) ordinary suet- 
-pudding with raisins; ~-pudding (Dal¬ 
matian or spotted coach) dog; ~-pudding 
stone (geol.), conglomerate of flint or other 
pebbles. [015 plume, MLG plume, MHG 
pflume,ONploma,t. Rom. *pruna(w'hence 
OHG pfruma, MLG prurne, Du. pruim) f. 
L prunum trune1] 

plu'magle (-(5b-), n. A bird’s feathers. 
Hence (-)~ed2 (-ijd) a. [ME, f. OF (plume, 
-age)] 

plumassier (pldbmaser'), n. One who 
trades or works in ornamental feathers. 
[F (plumasse augment, of plume, see -ier)] 

plumb1 (-m), n., a., & adv. 1. Ball of lead, 
esp. that attached to mason’s —-line 
(string for testing perpendicularity of 
wall etc., also fig.); out of —, not vertical; 
sounding-lead, plummet; '-‘-rule, mason’s 
-—-line attached to board. 2. adj. Vertical; 
(fig.) downright, sheer, as ~ nonsense-, 
(crick., of wicket) level, true. 3. adv. 
Vertically; (fig.) exactly, as points — in 
the same direction; *(sl.) quite, utterly, 
(~ crazy, clean mad). [ME; (adj. & adv. 
f. n.) f. OF plomb f. L plumbum lead] 

plumb2 (-m), v.t. & i. Sound (sea), 
measure (depth, lit. & fig.), with plummet, 
whence ~'less (-ml-) a.; make vertical; 
(intr.) work as plumber, [f. prec.] 

plumbag'o, n. Black lead, graphite, a 
form of carbon used for pencils etc. 
& mixed with clay for making crucibles; 
leadwort, plant with greyish-blue flowers. 
Hence plumba'ginous a. [L, gen. -ginis, 
f. plumbum lead] 

plum'beous, a. Of, like, lead; lead- 
-glazed. [f. L plumbeus (as prec.) + -ous] 

plumb' | er (-mer), n. Artisan who fits & 

plumule 

repairs pipes, cisterns, etc., with lead, 
copper, zinc, or tin. So ~ery(2, 3) (-mer-) 
n. [ME plummet etc., f. OF plummier 
f. L plumbarius (as prec., see -ary)1] 

plum'blic, a. (Chem.) combined with 
lead, so ~If'erous a.; (path.) due to 
presence of lead, so ~ISM(5) n. [f. L 
plumbum lead 4- -ic ] 

plume1 (-do-), n. Feather, esp. large one 
used for ornament; (fig.) borrowed —s 
(referring to fable of jackdaw in pea¬ 
cock’s ~s); ornamental feather or bunch 
of feathers or horsehair, esp. as attached 
to helmet or hat, or worn in hair, as 
court — (of ostrich feathers); (zool.) 
feather-like part or formation. Hence 
~'LESS, ~'like, aa., '—'’LET n., (-boml-). 
[ME, f. OF, f. L pluma down] 

plume2 (-do-), v.t. Furnish with plume(s); 
dress oneself with borrowed plumes; 
pride oneself (on esp. something trivial 
or to which one has no claim); (of bird) 
trim, dress, (feathers), [f. prec.] 

plumm'er-block, n. (mech.). Metal case 
for supporting revolving shaft, with 
movable cover giving access to bearings, 
[perh. f. surname + block] 

plumm'et, n., & v.i. (Weight attached to) 
plumb-line; sounding-lead; weight at¬ 
tached to fishing-line to keep float 
upright; (v.i.) plunge. [ME & OF 
plommet dim. as plumb1] 

plumm'y, a. Of, abounding in, plums; 
(colloq.) rich, good, desirable. [-Y2] 

plumose' (-do-), a. Feathered; feather- 
-like. [f. L plumosus (as plume see -ose 0 ] 

plump1, a., & v.t. & i. 1. (Esp. of person 
or parts of body) full, rounded, fleshy, 
filled out. 2. vb. Make —, fatten up; 
become ~, swell out or up. Hence ~'ly2 
adv., ~'ness n., ~'Y2 a. [late 15th c. 
plompe, f. MDu. plomp blunt, MLG 
plump, plomp unshapen etc. ] 

plump2, v.i. & t., n., adv., & a. 1. Drop 
or plunge (t. & i.) with abrupt descent 
(down upon etc.); II vote/or (one candidate 
alone, when one might vote for two); 
(fig.) go wholeheartedly for one of alter¬ 
native choices. 2. n. Abrupt plunge, 
heavy fall. 3. adv. With sudden or heavy 
fall, as came — into the river; flatly, 
bluntly, as I told him—, I lied—. 4. adj. 
Direct, unqualified, as answer with a — 
No. [ME, of imit. orig.; f. MLG plum- 
pen., MDu. plompen] 

II plump3, n. (arch.). Company, troop, 
esp. ~ of spears (spearmen); cluster. 
[ME, of unkn. orig.; cf. clump (of trees)] 

plum'per1, n. Ball, disc, carried in 
mouth to fill out hollow cheeks, [plump1 

+ -ER1] 

plum'per2, n. In vbl senses, esp.: || (vote 
of) one who plumps for candidate; (si.) 
downright lie. [plump24-er1] 

plu'mulle (plod-), n. Rudimentary stem 
of embryo plant, whence ~ar1 a.; little 
feather of down, whence ~a'ceous 

(-ashws) a. [f. L plumula, dim. as plume x] 
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plu'my (-00-), a. Plume-like; feathery; 
adorned with plumes. [-Y2] 

plun'der, v.t., & n. 1. Rob (place, person) 
forcibly of goods, esp. as in war; rob 
systematically; steal, embezzle, (goods, 
or abs.). 2. u. Violent or dishonest ac¬ 
quisition of property; property so 
acquired; (si.) profit, gain. Hence ^-er1 
n. [c. 1630, f. G plundern, lit., rob of 
household effects (MG, MHG plunder 
clothing Sic.), a wd from the Thirty 
Years’ War] 

plun'derage, n. Plundering, esp. em¬ 
bezzling of goods on shipboard; spoil 
thus obtained, [-age] 

plunge (-j), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Thrust 
violently (into liquid, cavity, etc.); (fig.) 
thrust (person etc. into, in, condition, 
action, etc.; esp. in p.p., as in (/loom); 
sink entirely (pot containing plant) 
in ground; throw oneself, dive, (into 
water, difficulty, discussion, etc.); enter 
impetuously (into room, up, down, stairs, 
etc.); (of horse) throw itself violently 
forward; (of ship) pitch; (si.) gamble 
deeply, run into debt; plunging fire (from 
guns at higher level); plunging neckline 
(cut low). 2. n. Plunging, dive, (—bath, 
large enough to dive into); (fig.) critical 
step, as take the ~. [ME, f. OF plungicr f. 
*plumbicare sound with plummet (plum¬ 
bum) ] 

plun'ger (-j-), n. In vbl senses, esp.: parts 
of mechanism that work with plunging 
motion; (si.) reckless gambler, speculator. 
[-ER1] 

plunk, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Throw or fall 
heavily or suddenly; *hit unexpectedly. 
2. n. Sound made by plucking strings 
of musical instrument (v.i., make such 
sound). 3. ’(colloq.). Heavy blow; 
dollar, [imit. ] 

plu'pdhf'ect (-Ob-), a. & n. (Tense) ex¬ 
pressing action completed prior to some 
past point of time specified or implied 
(expr. in E by had with p.p., as he had 
called), [contr. f. L plus quam perfectum 
more than perfect ] 

plur'al (-oor-), a & n. (Form of noun, 
verb, etc.) denoting more than one (or, in 
languages with dual, more than two); 
more than one in number; ~ vote, voter, 
voting (of one person in more than one 
constituency). Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF plurel or L pluralis (plus pluris more, 
see -al)] 

plur'al|ism (-oor-), n. Holding of more 
than one office, esp. benefice, at a time; 
(philos.) system that recognizes more 
than one ultimate principle (cf. monism). 
So ~ist n., ~is'tic a. [ -ism ] 

plurality (-oor-), n. State of being plural; 
large number, multitude; holding of two 
or more benefices or offices; benefice, 
office, held with another; majority (of 
votes etc.). [ME, f. OF pluralitc f. LL 
pluralitas (as plural, see -ty)] 

plur'alize (-oor-), -ise (-iz), v.t. & i. Make 

ply 
plural, express in the plural; hold more 
than one benefice, [f. F pluraliser (as 
plural, see -ize) ] 

pluri- (-oor-), comb, form of L plus pluris 
more, as: ~lit'eral (Ileb. gram.), having 
more than 3 letters in the root; ~pres'ence, 
presence in more than one place at same 
time; ~ser'ial, ~ser'iate, consisting of 
several series. 

plus, prep., a., & n. 1. With the addition 
of (symbol-)-), as 3 ~ 4 (cf. minus); ~ 1 
etc., golfer’s handicap ; ~-fours, long wide 
knickerbockers (so named because, to 
produce the overhang, the length is 
normally increased by four inches). 2. 
adj. Additional, extra; (math.) positive; 
(electr.) positive, positively electrified. 
3. n. The symbol ( +); additional quan¬ 
tity, positive quantity. [L, = more] 

plush, n. & a. Kind of cloth of silk, cotton, 
etc., with nap longer & softer than that of 
velvet; (pi.) footman’s ~ breeches; (adj.) 
of ~, sumptuous. Hence~'Y2a. [f. obs. 
Fpluchecontr.i.peluchei. Rom. *piluceus 
f. pilus hair; see pluck2] 

plu'taichy (plob-, -ki), n. Plutocracy, [f. 
Gk ploulos wealth + -arkhia -rule] 

Plu'tS (-do-), n. A more remote planet 
than Neptune (discovered 1930). [f. Gk 
Ploulon ~, god of infernal regions] 

plutoc'racy(-bb-),n. Rule of the wealthy ; 
ruling class of wealthy persons. So 
plu'tocRAT n. plutocrat'ic a., (-do-), [f. 
Gk ploutokratia (as foil., see -cracy)] 

plutol'atry (-do-), n. Worship of wealth. 
[f. Gk ploutos wealth, see -latry^] 

Pluton'ic (-do-), a. & n. Of Pluto, infernal; 
(geol.) igneous, as ~ rocks, ~ theory (at¬ 
tributing most geological phenomena to 
action of internal heat, whence Plu'ton- 
ism(3), Plu'toniST(2), nn.); (n.) ~ rock. 
So Pluton'iAN (-do-) a. [as pluto, -ic] 

pluton'ium (-do-), n. Element arising 
from NEPTUNIUM, [f. PLUTO+-IUM] 

pluton'ora|y (-do-), n. Political economy. 
Hence plutonom'ic a.,~iST n., (-oo-). [f. 
Gk ploutos wealth + -nomia arrangement] 

plu'vi|al (-oo-), a. & n. Of rain, rainy, so 
~ous a.; (geol.) caused by rain; (n., 
eccl. hist.) long cloak as ceremonial vest¬ 
ment. [(adj.) f. L pluvialis (pluvia rain, 
see -al); (n.)f. med. L pluvialerain-cloak] 

pluvilom'eter (-oo-), n. Rain-gauge. 
Hence ~omet'ric(Ai.) aa. [f. L pluvia 
rain + -o- + -meter] 

ply1, n. Fold, thickness, layer, of cloth 
etc.; strand of rope etc.; two, 2, 3, -~, 
having 2 etc. thicknesses or strands; (fig.) 
turn, tendency, esp. take a ~; ~'wood, 
strong thin board made by gluing layers 
with the grains crosswise, [f. F pli f. plier 
f. L plicare fold] 

ply2, v.t. & i. Use, wield vigorously, (tool, 
weapon); work at (one’s business, task); 
supply (person etc.) persistently with 
(food etc.); assail vigorously (person with 
questions, arguments); (naut.) work to 
windward; (of vessel or its master, bus, 
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etc.) go to & fro between (places); II (of 
boatman, porter, cabman) attend regu¬ 
larly for custom (at place). [ME plye, 
aphetic f. apply ] 

Plym'outh (-intttli), n. ~ Brethren, re¬ 
ligious body that arose at ~ c. 1830, 
with no formal creed & no official order 
of ministers, whence ~ism(3), ~ist(2), 

~ite\ (-mirth-), nn.; ~ Rock, large breed 
of domestic fowl of Amer. origin, [port 
in England] 

pneumat'ic (n ), a. & n. 1. Of, acting by 
means of, wind or air; ~ tire (inflated 
with air); ~ dispatch, conveyance of 
parcels etc. along tubes by compression 
or exhaustion of air; ~ trough (for collect¬ 
ing gases in jars over surface of water or 
mercury); containing, connected with, 
air-cavities esp. in bones of birds; 
spiritual. 2. n. ~ tire, cycle with such 
tires; (pi.) science of mechanical pro¬ 
perties of air or other elastic fluids or 
gases. Hence pneumat'iCALLY adv., 
pneumati'ciTY n., (n-). [f. F (-ique) or 
L f. Gk pneumatikos (pneuma wind f. pneo 
breathe, see -ic) ] 

pneum'at|o- (n-), comb, form of Gk 
pneuma -matos air, breath, spirit, as: 
~ocyst, air-sac in body of bird etc.; 
~dl'ogy, theory of spiritual beings, 
doctrine of the Holy Spirit, psychology, 
so ~olo'gical a.; ~6m’eter, instrument for 
measuring amount of air breathed at each 
inspiration; ~ophore, part of some com¬ 
pound hydrozoa containing air-cavity. 

pneumogas'tric (n-), a. Of lungs & 
stomach, esp. ~ nerves, tenth pair of 
cerebral nerves, [irreg. f. Gk pneumon 
-monos lung + gastric ] 

pneumon'ia (n-), n. Inflammation of 
the substance of one (single ~) or both 
(double ~) lungs. So pneumon'ic a., 
pneumoniT'is n., (n-). [f. Gk pneumonia 
f. pneumon (as prec.); see -ia 1 ] 

po, n. (pi. pos). See pot1. 

poach1, v.t. Cook (egg) by dropping it 
without shell into boiling water. Hence 
~'er1(2) n. [ME, f. OF pochier (poche 
POKE1)] 

poach2, v.t. & i. Thrust (stick, finger, etc. 
into etc.); trample, cut up (turf etc.) with 
hoofs; (of land) become sodden by being 
trampled; encroach, trespass, (on person’s 
preserves often fig., lands, etc.), whence 
~'er3 n.; trespass on (land etc.), capture 
(game, fish) by illicit or unsportsmanlike 
methods; obtain (advantage, start, in 
race) by unfair means; (lawn tennis) 
striko (ball, or abs.) in partner’s court. 
[16th c. poche, prob. f. F pocher in poach1, 
poke2] 

pdch'ard (also -k-), n. European diving- 
-duck with bright reddish-brown head & 
neck. [orig. unkn.] 

pock, n. Eruptive spot esp. in smallpox. 
[OE poc, = MDu., MLG pocke; see also 
pox] 

pock'et1, n. 1. Bag, sack, esp. as measure 

of hops (168 lb.) or wool (= half sack); 
small bag inserted in (usu. male) garment 
for carrying small articles, as coat, waist¬ 
coat, trouser, watch, ticket, -~; (fig.) pecuni¬ 
ary resources, as he will suffer in his ~; 
empty ~, person without money; be 
prepared to put your hand in your ~ (spend 
some money); put one’s pride in one’s ~, 
submit to doing something that mortifies 
it; out-of-'--expenses, actual outlay in¬ 
curred; am 5s. in ~, have 5s. available; 
am 5s. in out of ~, by the transaction 
(have gained, lost); has him in her ~ 
(completely under control); pouch at 
each corner & on each side of billiard- 
-table into which balls are driven; cavity 
in earth filled with gold or other ore, 
whence ~Y2 a.; cavity in rock esp. (geol.) 
filled with foreign matter; (mil.) isolated 
area occupied by enemy, forces occupying 
this, (mopping up enemy ~s or ~s of 
resistance)-, = air1-; (attrib.) of suitable 
size or shape for carrying in 2. ~ 
battleship, a ship armoured & equipped 
like, but smaller than, a battleship; ~- 
-book, notebook, book-like case for papers 
etc. carriedin— ; |j~ 6oroi;(/)i(undercoutrol 
o f one person or family); ~ (small personal) 
expenses; ~ handkerchief (carried in ~); 

<■—money (for occasional expenses, esp. 
that allowed to children); ~-piece, lucky 
coin carried in ~ as charm; ~-pistol, (joc.) 
~ spirit-flask. Hence ~fui, n., ~less a. 
[ME poket f. AN pokete dim. f. ONF poke 
POKE1] 

pock'et2, v.t. Put into one’s pocket; con¬ 
fine as in pocket; hem in (competitor) in 
race; appropriate, usu. dishonestly; sub¬ 
mit to (affront, injury); conceal, suppress, 
(feelings); (bill.) drive (ball)]into pocket. 
Hence~ABLEa. [f. prec.] 

pock-pudding. See poke1. 

pococuran't|e (-koorahnta, -kur&nti), a. 
& n. Indifferent (person). Hence ~(e)lSM 
n. [It., = caring little] 

pod1, n. Socket of brace & hit. [earlier 
form of pad3(5)] 

pod2, n., & v.i. & t. (-dd-). 1. Long seed- 
-vessel esp. of leguminous plants; cocoon 
of silkworm; case of locust’s eggs; 
narrow-necked eel-net. 2. vb. Bear ~s; 
shell (peas etc.), [late 17th c., of unkn. 
orig. ] 

pod3, n., & v.t. (-dd-). Small herd of seals 
or whales; (v.t.) drive (seals) into a~. [of 
unkn. (U.S.) orig.] 

pod'agra (or podag^), n. (med.). Gout, 
esp. in feet. Hence or cogn. pod'agrAL, 
podag'ric, pod'agrous, aa. [L, f. Gk 
podagra (pous podos foot +agra catching) ] 

podd'ed, a. Bearing pods; growing in 
pod; (fig.) well-off, snug. [-ED2] 

pddSstd (-tah'), n. Magistrate in Italian 
municipalities; (hist.) chief magistrate 
in medieval Italian towns. [It., f. L 
potestatem power (potis able, see -ty)] 

podge, n. (colloq.). Short fat person. 
Hence podg'Y2 a. [var. of pudge] 
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pSd'ium, n. (pi. -ia). Continuous project¬ 
ing base or pedestal; raised platform 
round arena of amphitheatre; continuous 
bench round room. [L, f. Gk podion 
(penis podos foot)] 

podophyll'in, n. (chem.). Yellow bitter 
resin of cathartic properties got from root 
of wild mandrake, [f. bot. L podophyl¬ 
lum, may-apple, wild mandrake, (Gk 
pous podos foot +phullon leaf) + -in ] 

po'e-bfM, n. = p.utsoN-bird. [f. Otahei- 
tan wd for ‘ear-rings ’, from tufts under 
throat] 

po'em, n. A metrical composition, esp. 
of elevated character; elevated com¬ 
position in prose or verse, as prose ~; 
(fig.) something (other than a composition 
of words) akin or compared to a ~, as 
their lives are a ~. [f. F po&me or L f. Gk 
poema = poiema (poieo make)] 

pS'esy, n. (arch.). Art, composition, of 
poetry; poems collectively. [ME, f. OF 
poesie f. Rom. *poesia f. L f. Gk poesis 
= poiesis making, poetry, (as prec.)] 

po'et, n. Writer of poems; writer in verse, 
esp. one possessing high powers of imagi¬ 
nation, expression, etc.; Poets’ Corner, 
part of Westminster Abbey containing 
graves & monuments of several ~s, (joc.) 
part of newspaper devoted to poetry. 
Hence ~ess1 n. [ME, f. OF poete f. L (-to) 
f. Gk poetes = poietes maker, poet, (as 
prec.)] 

poetas'ter, n. Paltry poet. SopSet'icuLE 
n. [-ASTER] 

poet'li^al), aa. Of, proper to, poets or 

poetry; (usu. ~ic) having the good quali¬ 
ties of poetry; (usu. ~ical) written in 
verso, as ~ical works; ~ic justice, 

licence1. Hence ~ically adv., ~ics n. 
[f. F poetique f. L f. Gk po(i)etikos (as 
poet, see -ic & -al)] 

poet'Icize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. Make (theme) 
poetic, [-ize] 

pS'etize, -ise (-iz), v.i. & t. Play the poet, 
compose poetry; treat poetically; cele¬ 
brate in poetry, [f. F poetiser (as poet, 

see -ize)] 

p5'etry, n. Art, work, of the poet; elevated 
expression of elevated thought or feeling 
in metrical form; poems; quality (in any 
thing) that calls for poetical expression; 
prose ~, prose having all the qualities of 
poetry except metre. [ME, f. OF poetrie 
f. med. L poetria (as poet) ] 

pog'o, n. (pi. ~s). Toy like stilt with 
spring, used to jump on. [app. fanciful] 

pogrdm', n. Organized massacre orig. or 
esp. of Jews in Russia. [Russ.] 

poign'ant (poin-), a. Sharp, pungent, 
in taste or smell; painfully sharp, as 
~ hunger, regret, sarcasm; pleasantly 
piquant; moving, touching. Hence 
poign'ANCY n., ~ly2 adv., (poin-). [ME, 
f. OF part, of poindre prick f. L pungere] 

poilu (see Ap.), n. (si.). French soldier 
(nickname, cf. tommy). [F, lit. hairy, 
unshaven] 

II poind (pend, pind), v.t., & n. (Sc.). 
Distrain upon, impound; (n.) act of 
~ing, beast or chattel ~ed. [late ME 
f. OE pyndan impound; cf. pineold] 

poinsett'ia, n. Plant with large scarlet 
leaves & small yellowish flowers, [f. J. R. 
Poinsett (d. 1851), discoverer, -ia1] 

point1, n. 1. Small dot on a surface. 2. 
Stop or punctuation-mark (chiefly now 
in full ~, full stop); dot, small stroke, 
used in Semitic languages to indicate 
vowels or distinguish consonants; dot 
separating integral from fractional parts 
in decimals, as four ~ six (4-6). 3. Single 
item, detail, particular, as ice differ on 
these ~s, it is a ~ of conscience, stretch a 
~. 4. Possession is nine ~s of the law 
(nine-tenths, almost the wholo); give ~s 
(odds) to (opponent in game), (flg.) be 
superior to. 5. Unit in appraising qualities 
of exhibit in show; unit of value in 
rationing (on ~s, rationed on a basis of 
such units); unit (of varying value) in 
quoting price of stocks etc. 6. (print.). 
Unit of measurement for type bodies 
(British & U.S.A. 0-0138 in.). 7. (geom.). 
That which has position but not magni¬ 
tude, e.g. ~ of intersection of two lines. 
8. Precise place or spot, as ~ of contact; 
~ of no return, ~ in a long-distance flight 
over the ocean at which an aircraft has 
not enough fuel to return to its starting- 
-place and must continue onwards; also 
flg.; (hunt.) spot to which straight run 
is made, such run, ~-fo-o» race (over 
course defined only by certain land¬ 
marks) ; (her.) any of nine particular spots 
on shield used for determining position. 
9. Stage, degree, in progress or increase, 
esp. of temperature, as boiling, freezing, 
-~ (at which thing boils etc.). 10. Precise 
moment for action etc., as when it came 
to the ~, he declined-, exact moment (o/ 
death etc.). 11. Distinctive trait, charac¬ 
teristic, as singing is not his strong ~; the 
essential thing, the thing under discussion, 
as that is just the ~, come to the ~; to the 
~, relevantly) to the purpose; make a ~ 
of, regard, treat, as essential; carry one’s 

secure one’s object; make a ~, estab¬ 
lish proposition, prove contention. 12. 
(Also ~ lace) thread lace made wholly 
with needle; (improp.) pillow lace imitat¬ 
ing this. 13. Sharp end of tool, weapon, 
pin, pen, etc. (not to put too fine a ~ upon 
it, to speak bluntly). 14. Tip (tte~ of the 
jaw or the~, in boxing, tip of chin as spot 
for knock-out blow); promontory, esp. in 
names, as Start P~; (mil.) small leading 
Xiarty of advanced guard; (pi.) extremities 
of horse, as bay with block ~s. 15. Sharp- 
-pointed tool, e.g. etching-needle; tine of 
deer’s horn. 16. II (On railway) tapering 
movable rail by which train is directed 
from one line to another; tapered division 
on backgammon board. 17. (hist.). 
Tagged lace for lacing bodice, attaching 
hose to doublet, etc. 18. (naut.). Short 



piece of cord at lower edge of sail for 
tying up a reef. 19. ~s of the compass, 32 
equidistant ~s on compass (N, N by E, 
NNE, NE by N, NE, NE by E, ENE, E 
by N, E, E by S, ESE, SE by E, SE, SE 
by S, SSE, S by E, S, S by YV, SSW, SW by 
S, SW, SW by W, WSW, W by S, W, 
W by N, WNW, NW by W, NW, NW by 
N, NNW, N by W), at angular intervals 
of 11° 15'. 20. Salient feature of story, 
joke, etc., as don’t see the ~; pungency, 
effectiveness, as his remarks lack ~. 
21. (crick.). (Position of) fieldsman placed 
more or less in line with popping-crease 
a short distance on off-side of batsman. 
22. (Of dog) act of pointing, esp. make, 
come to, a ~; potatoes & ~, potatoes to 
eat & bacon etc. to look at. 23. At all ~s, 
in every part; at the ~ (on the verge) of 
death etc.; in ~, apposite, as the case you 
take is not in ~; in ~ (as a matter) of fact; 
(up)on the ~ of, on the very verge of 
(action, doing); ~ of (thing that vitally 
affects one’s) honour, esp. <7ie~ of honour 
(obligation to demand satisfaction, esp. 
by duel); ~ of view, position from which 
thing is viewed, (fig.) way of looking at a 
matter: ||~-duty (of constable stationed 
at particular ~ to regulate traffic etc.); 
|| ~s'man, man in charge of railway ~s, 
constable on ~-duty. (ME (partly thr. F 
point, pointe, Si f. foil.) f. L punctum, neut. 
p.p. of pungere prick] 

point2, v.t. & i. 1. Sharpen (pencil etc.). 
2. Punctuate; mark (Psalms etc.) with 
signs for chanting. 3. Give point to 
(words, actions), as ~ing his remarks with 
apt illustrations, to ~ a moral. 4. Fill in 
joints of (brickwork etc.) with mortar or 
cement smoothed with trowel. 5. Prick 
in (manure), turn over (soil), with point 
of spade. 6. Direct attention (to, at, lit. 
& fig.); ~ out, indicate, show, (thing, fact, 
that etc.); (of hound) indicate presence 
of (game, or abs.) by acting as a pointer; 

direct (finger, weapon, etc., at)-, direct 
attention of (person to); aim at, tend 
towards. [ME, f. OF pointer, as prec. ] 

point-blank', a. & adv. 1. (Of shot) fired 
horizontally, level, at very close range; 
~ distance (within which gun may be 
fired horizontally). 2. adv. With direct 
aim, horizontally, in direct line; (fig.) 
directly, flatly, as told him. ~ it would not 
do; offhand, as refused it ~. [prob. f. 
prec. 1-blank, i.e. white spot in centre of 
target] 

point d’appui (pwan dapwe'), n. (mil.). 
Point of support, base, rallying-place. [F ] 

point-device', a. & adv. (arch.). Per¬ 
fectly correct, extremely neat or precise; 
(adv.) in ~ manner. [ME at point devis 
app. f. OF d point devis to the point 
arranged, or arranged to the proper point 
(see point 1 & device) ] 

point'ed, a. Having, sharpened to, a 
point; (of remark etc.) having point, 
penetrating, cutting; emphasized, made 

poke 

evident. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[-ED1’2] 

point'er, n. In vbl senses, esp.; index 
hand of clock, balance, etc.; rod used for 
pointing to words etc. on blackboard, 
map, etc.; (colloq.) hint; dog that on 
scenting game stands rigidly, with muzzle 
stretched towards it & usu. one foot 
raised; (pi.) two stars in Great Bear, 
straight lino through which points nearly 
to pole-star, [-er1] 

poin'till|ism (pw&n-), n. Method of 
producing light effects by crowding a 
surface with small spots of various 
colours, which are blended by the eye. 
So '—1ST n. [f. F ~isme f. pointiller mark 
with dots f. point toint1, -isji] 

point'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp.: punctua¬ 
tion; filling up joints of brickwork etc. 
with cement, facing thus given to the 
joints; (Psalms etc.) system of signs for 
Anglican chanting, [-ing1] 

point'less, a. Without a point, blunt; 
without point, meaningless; not having 
scored a point. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness 
n. [-LESS] 

poise (-z), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Balance; hold 
suspended or supported; carry (one’s 
head etc. in specified way); be balanced; 
hover in air etc. 2. n. Equilibrium (lit. & 
fig.), carriage (of head etc.), [(vb) f. OF 
peser (st. pois-) f. L pensare frequent, of 
pcnd&re pens- weigh; (n.) f. OF pois f. L 
pensum weight] 

pois'on (-zn), n., & v.t. 1. Substance that 
when introduced into or absorbed by a 
living organism destroys life or injures 
health, esp. (pop.) one that destroys life 
by rapid action <5fe when taken in small 
quantity; slow ~ (of which repeated 
doses are injurious); hale each other like ~ 
(bitterly); what’s your (colloq.), what 
will you have to drink?; (fig.) baneful 
principle, doctrine, etc.; ~ gas ; ~ ivy, 
kinds of N.-Amer. sumac with leaves 
~ous to touch; ~ pen, anonymous 
writer of libellous or scurrilous letter(s) 
to a private individual; —tree, -wood, 
kinds of tree or plant with ~ous pro¬ 
perties. 2. v.t. Administer ~ to (man, 
animal), kill or injure thus, whence ~ER1 
(-z-) n.; produce morbid effects in (blood 
etc.), whence (-p-lNG1 (-z-) n.; infect (air, 
water, etc.) with ~, smear (weapon) -with 
~ (esp. in p.p.); corrupt, pervert, (person, 
mind); destroy, spoil, (person’s pleasure 
etc.); render (land, furnace, etc.) foul & 
unfit for its purpose by noxious applica¬ 
tion etc. Hence ~ous a., ~ously2 adv., 
(-z-). [(n.) ME & OF puison (as rOTlON); 

(vb) f. OF poisonner f. the n.] 
poissdrde' (pwOs-), n. Parisian market- 

-woman leading riots during first revolu¬ 
tion; French fishwife. [F] 

poke1, n. Bag, sack, (now dial. exc. buy a 
pig in a ~). [ME, corresp. in form w. ONF 
poke, poque, = OF poche; see POUCH] 

poke2, v.t. & i. Thrust, push, (thing in, 
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up, down, etc.) with hand, arm, point of 
stick, etc.; stir (fire) with poker; (colloq.) 
shut (oneself etc.) wp in poky place; pro¬ 
duce (hole etc. in thing) by poking; make 
thrusts with stick etc. (at etc.); thrust 
forward, esp. obtrusively, as (fig.) don’t 
~ your nose into my affairs-, ~ about, ~ 
& -pry, be inquisitive; ~ one in the ribs, 
nudge him with finger or elbows; ~ fun 
at, assail with ridicule; pry (into); ~ 
one’s head, carry head thrust forward, 
stoop. [ME, = MDu., MLG poken poke, 
thrust, whence OF poquer, pocher; cf. 
POACH2] 

pdke3, n. Poking; thrust, nudge; device 
fastened on cattle etc. to prevent their 
breaking through fences; projecting brim 
or front of woman’s bonnet or hat; ~ 
(-bonnet), bonnet with this, esp. as worn 
by Salvation Army women, [f. prec. ] 

pok'er1, n., & v.t. 1. Stiff metal rod with 
handle, for poking fire; (of person’s car¬ 
riage or manner) as stiff as a~ -, II (Oxf. & 
Camb. si.) bedell carrying mace or stave 
before Vice-Chancellor; kinds of instru¬ 
ment used in ~-worft; red-hot ~, plant 
with spikes of scarlet or yellow flowers; 
(joc. asseveration) by the holy ~; -—work, 
burning of designs on white wood with 
heated implement. 2. v.t. Execute 
(design) in, adorn (thing) with, —work. 
[-ER1] 

pok'er2, n. (Orig. Amer.) card-game for 
two or more persons, each of whom if not 
bluffed into declaring his hand bets on 
its value; ~-faee, impassive countenance 
appropriate to a ~-player; so ~-faced. 
[orig. unkn.; cf. G pochen to brag, poch- 
spiel ] 

pok'y, a. (Of place, room, etc.) confined, 

mean, shabby; (of occupation etc.) pot¬ 

tering, petty, [f. poke2+-y2] 

pola'cre (-ahkrr), -acc'a, n. Three-masted 
Mediterranean merchant vessel, [f. F 
polacre -aque, Polish, Pole, hist, unexpl. ] 

pol'ar, a. & n. 1. Of, near, either pole of 
the earth or of the celestial sphere; ~ 
(white) bear, hare; ~ circles (parallel to 
equator at distance of 23° 28' from the 
poles); ~ distance, angular distance of 
point on sphere from nearer pole. 2. Hav¬ 
ing polarity, magnetic; having positive 
& negative electricity; (of molecules) 
symmetrically arranged in definite di¬ 
rection. 3. (geom.). Relating to a pole2 ; 
~ curve (related in particular way to 
given curve & to fixed point called pole). 
4. (fig.). Analogous to the pole of the 
earth or to the pole-star; directly opposite 
in character. 5. n. ~ curve. Hence ~iv2 
adv. [f. F polaire or med. L polaris (as 
pole2, see -AR1)] 

polari-, comb, form of prec., as : polar\mL 
eler, pold'riscope, instruments for show¬ 
ing polarization of light, so polarimZt'ric, 
polarise dp’ic, aa., polarlm'etry n. 

pola'rity, n. Tendency of lodestone, mag¬ 
netized bar, etc., to point with its ex¬ 

polecat 

tremities to the magnetic poles of earth; 
tendency of a body to place its mathe¬ 
matical axis in particular direction; pos¬ 
session of two poles having contrary 
qualities (also fig.); electrical condition of 
body as positive or negative; (fig.) mag¬ 
netic attraction towards an object, [-ity] 

pol'ariz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. & i. Modify the 
vibrations of (light, radiant heat, etc.) so 
that the ray exhibits different properties 
on different sides, opposite sides being 
alike & those at right angles showing 
maximum difference; (magn., electr.) 
give polarity to (bar, coil); (fig.) give 
arbitrary direction, special meaning, etc., 
to(w'ordetc.), (also) give unity of direction 
to. Hence or cogn. ~abi,e a., ~a'tion, 

~ek1(2), nn. [(partly thr. F) f. polar, see 
-IZE ] 

polatonche' (-ooch), n. Small flying 
squirrel. [F, f. Russ, poletuchii flying] 

pol'der, n. Piece of low-lying land re¬ 
claimed from sea or river in Netherlands. 
[Du.] 

pole1, n., & v.t. 1. Long slender rounded 
tapering piece of wyood or (rarely) metal 
esp. as support for tent, telegraph wires, 
etc.; wooden shaft fitted to fore-carriage 
of vehicle & attached to yokes or collars 
of the horses etc.; under bare (naut.), 
with no sail set; up the ~ (si.), in a fix; 
(as measure) rod, perch, 5£ yds; ~-jump¬ 
ing (with help of ~ held in hands). 2. v.t. 
Furnish with ~s; push, move, (off etc.) 
with ~. [OF, pal, MDu. pael, OHG pfdl, 
ON pall, f. L palus stake] 

pole2, n. North, South, ~, the two points 
in the celestial sphere about which the 
stars appear to revolve, (also) N. & S. 
extremities of earth’s axis; magnetic ~, 
points, N. & S., in these extremities 
where the magnetic needle dips vertically; 
(geom.) ~s of a circle of a sphere, the two 
points in which axis of that circle cuts 
surface of sphere; (geom.) fixed point to 
w'liich others are referred; each of the two 
opposite points on surface of magnet at 
which magnetic forces are manifested; 
each of two terminal points (positive, 
negative, ~) of electric cell, battery, etc.; 
(biol.) extremity of main axis of any 
spherical or oval organ; (fig.) each of two 
opposed principles etc.; ~-star, a star of 
Ursa Minor, now about 1° distant from 
N. ~ of heavens, (fig.) thing serving as 
guide, lodestar, centre of attraction. 
Hence ~'wakd a., ~'ward(s) adv. [ME, 
f. L f. Gk polos pivot, axis, sky] 

P51e3, n. Native of Poland. [G, f. Pol. 
Poljane lit. field-dw-ellers (pole field)] 

p51e'ax(e) (-la-), n„ & v.t. Battle-axe; axe 
formerly used in naval warfare as weapon 
& for cutting ropes etc.; halbert; butch¬ 
er’s axe for slaughtering, (vb) slaughter 
(beast) with this. [ME pol(l)ax, -ex f. 
MDu. pol(l)aex, MLG -exe, as toll1 + axe] 

pole'cat (-Ik-), n. || Small brownish-black 
carnivorous mammal of weasel family. 
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native of Europe. [ME pol-, pulcat, f. 
pol- (poss. = OF po(u)le fowl)+CAT] 

pol'em&ch (-k), n. (Gk hist.). Military 
commander-in-chief with varying civil 
functions; (in Athens) third archon orig. 
with military functions, [f. Gk polemar- 
khos (polemos war + -arkhos -ruler) ] 

polem'ic, a. & n. 1. Controversial, dis¬ 
putatious. 2. n. Controversial discussion, 
(pi.) practice of this, esp. in theology; 
controversialist. Hence ~al a., ~ali,Y2 
adv., p61'emiZB(2) v.i. [f. Gk polemikos 
(polemos war, see -ic)] 

polSn'ta, n. Italian porridge made of 
barley, chestnut meal, etc. [It., f. L] 

police' (-es), n., & v.t. 1. Civil administra¬ 
tion, public order, (arch.); department of 
government concerned with this (arch.); 
civil force responsible for maintaining 
public order; (as pi.) members of this, as 
the ~ are on his track; <•—court (of summary 
jurisdiction, dealing with charges pre¬ 
ferred by the ~); ~ -magistrate (presiding 
in ~-court); ~roare, member of ~ force; 
\\~-office, headquarters of ~ in city or 
town; '—officer, ~man; ~ State, totali¬ 
tarian one controlled by political ~; ~- 
-station, office of local ~ force. 2. v.t. 
Control (country etc.) by means of ~, 
furnish with ~; (fig.) keep order in, control. 
[F, f. med. L politia — L politia roLlCY1] 

policlin'ic, n. Clinic in private houses, 
not in hospital; out-patients’ department 
of hospital, [f. G poliklinik (Gk polis 
city, clinic)] 

pol'icy1, n. Political sagacity; state¬ 
craft; prudent conduct, sagacity; crafti¬ 
ness ; course of action adopted by govern¬ 
ment, party, etc.; II (Sc.) park round 
country seat etc.; Court of P~, legislative 
council in British Guiana. [ME, f. OF 
policie f. L f. Gk politeia citizenship, polity 
(polites citizen f. polls city); in Sc. sense 
(earlier=improvement of estate) confused 
w. L politus polished] 

pol'icy2, n. (In full, ~ of assurance, in¬ 
surance ~) document containing contract 
of assurance or insurance, [f. F police 
hill of lading, contract of insurance, f. Pr. 
polissa f. med. L apodissa f. L f. Gk 
apodeixis evidence, proof, f. AP0(dei/cnumi 
show) ] 

pOl'io, n. (colloq.). (Person suffering from) 
poliomyelitis, [abbr. ] 

pOl'iomyelit'is, n. (path.). Inflamma¬ 
tion of the grey matter of the spinal cord; 
infantile paralysis, [f. Gk polios grey -f 
MYELITIS ] 

pol'ish1, v.t. & i. Make, become, smooth 
& glossy by friction; (fig.) make elegant 
or cultured, refine, (esp. in p.p.); smarten 
up; ~ off, finish off quickly. Hence ~able 
a., ~erx (1, 2) n. [ME, f. OF polir (see 
-ISH2) f. L polire -it-] 

pol'ish2, n. Smoothness, glossiness, pro¬ 
duced by friction; such friction; sub¬ 
stance used to produce smooth surface; 
(fig.) refinement, [f. prec.] 

Pol ish 3, a. & n. 1. Of Poland or the Poles. 
2. n. The language of Poland, [-ish1] 

pol'itafch (-k), n. (hist.). Governor of 
some Oriental cities, e.g. Thessalonica, 
under Romans, [f. Gk politarkhes (po¬ 
lites citizen + -arkhes ruler) ] 

polite', a. Of refined manners, courteous; 
cultivated, cultured; well-bred; (of litera¬ 
ture etc.) refined, elegant, as ~ letters. 
Hence ~ly2 (-tl-) adv., ~ness (-tn-) n. [f. 
L politus (POLISH1)] 

pol'itic, a. & n. 1. (Of person) sagacious, 
prudent, (of actions etc.) judicious, ex¬ 
pedient; scheming, crafty; body1 ~. 
2. n. pi. Science & art of government, 
political affairs or life, political principles, 
as what are his ~s?, talk ~s, is not practical 
~s (is too remote to be worth discussing). 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF politique 
f. L f. Gk politikos (as policy1, see -ic) ] 

political, a. & n. 1. Of the State or its 
government; of public affairs; of politics; 
(of person) engaged in civil administra¬ 
tion, as ~ agent, resident, (hist., in India) 
government official advising ruler of 
native State; having an organized polity; 
belonging to, taking, a side in politics; 
~ economy* ; ~ geography (dealing with 
boundaries & possessions of States); ~ 
verse, modern Greek verse composed by 
accent, not quantity. 2. n. ~ agent. 
Hence ~ly 2 adv. [-AL] 

politician (-shn), n. One skilled in poli¬ 
tics, statesman; one interested or engaged 
in politics, esp. as profession; one who 
makes a trade of politics, [f. politic, see 
-ICIAN ] 

polit'icize, -ise (-iz), v.i. & t. Act the 
politician; engage in, talk, politics; give 
political character to. [-ize] 

polit'ico- in comb. = politically, political 
& —, as ~-economical, ~-geographical, 
~-moral, —social; ~-religious, (usu.) per¬ 
taining to politics as influenced by 
religion, [as politic] 

pol'ity, n. Condition of civil order; form, 
process, of civil government; organized 
society, state, [f. obs. F politie or L 
politia policy 1 ] 

p51k, v.i. Dance polka, [f. F polkcr as 
foil. ] 

pol'ka, n. 1. Lively dance of Bohemian 
origin in binary time; music for this. 
2. Woman’s tight-fitting jacket, usu. 
knitted. [F & G, f. Czech] 

poll1, n. (Now dial, or joc.) human head; 
part of this on which hair grows, as grey, 
flaxen, ~; counting of voters esp. at 
parliamentary or other election; voting 
at election, as exclusion of Negroes from 
the ~ ; number of votes recorded, as heavy, 
light, ~; questioning of a sample of the 
population in order to estimate trend 
of popular opinion, whence ~'ster n. 
(colloq.); ~-tax (levied on every person). 
[ME, = obs. Du. polle, LG polle; cf. Da. 
pvld, Sw. dial, pull] 

poll2, v.t. & i. (Arch.) crop the hair of; 
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cut off top of (tree, plant), esp. make a 
pollard of; cut off horns of (cattle, esp. in 
p.p.); cut evenly edge of (sheet); take the 
votes of, (pass.) have one’s vote taken; 
(of candidate) receive (so many votes); 
give (vote); give one’s vote. Hence 
—'able a. [ME, f. prec.] 

poll3, a. & n. Polled, cut evenly; (in 
comb.) hornless, as ~-beast, -ox; (n.) — 
-beast, esp. one of a breed of hornless 
oxen, [short for p.p. of prec. ] 

poll1, n. (P—) conventional proper name 
of parrot; — parrot, parrot, user of con¬ 
ventional phrases & arguments, [altered 
f. Moll familiar equivalent of Mary ] 

II poll6, n. (Gamb. Univ. si.). TheP~, the 
passmen; go out in the P—, take pass de¬ 
gree; (attrib.) ~ degree, man. [perh. f. 
POLLOI] 

poll'ack, -ock, n. Sea-fish allied to cod. 
[17th c.; 16th c. (Sc.) podlock; orig. 
unkn. ] 

poll'an, n. Irish freshwater fish. [cf. 
Gael, pollag, Ir. pollog, perh. f. Ir. poll in¬ 
land lake] 

poll'ard, n., & v.t. 1. Animal that has 
cast or lost its horns; ox, sheep, goat, of 
hornless variety; tree polled so as to 
produce close rounded head of young 
branches; bran sifted from flour, (techn.) 
fine bran containing some flour. 2. v.t. 
Make a — of (tree), [poll2+ -ard] 

poll'en, n., & v.t. 1. Fine powdery sub¬ 
stance discharged from anther of flower, 
male element that fertilizes ovules. 
2. v.t. Convey — to, cover with —. Hence 
—less, pollin'ic, pfilliniF'EROus, aa. [L, 
gen. -inis = fine flour, dust] 

pollicita'tion, n. (civil law). Promise not 
yet formally accepted, & therefore revo¬ 
cable. [f. L pollicitatio (pollicitari fre¬ 
quent. of polliceri promise, see -ation)] 

poll'Inlate, v.t. Besprinkle -with pollen, 
shed pollen upon. Hence —a'tion n. 
[-ATE3] 

pOll'oi, n. pi. Hoi —, most people, the 
majority, the rabble. [Gk, lit. the many] 

pollute' (-dot), v.t. Destroy the purity or 
sanctity of; make (water etc.) foul or 
filthy. So pollu'tiON (-do-) n. [ME, f. L 
polluere -lut-] 

pol'o, n. Game of Eastern origin like 
hockey played on horseback; ~-stick, 
long-handled mallet used; water—, [na¬ 
tive] 

polonaise' (-az), n. 1. Woman’s dress 
consisting of bodice with skirt open from 
waist downwards. 2. (Music for) slow pro¬ 
cessional dance of Polish origin with three 
heats in bar. [F, fern, (as n.) of polonais 
Polish ] 

polon'ium, n. A radio-active metallic 
element forming the last stage before 
lead in the radio-active disintegration of 
radium, [f. med. L Polonia Poland, dis¬ 
coverer’s country, -iuh] 

polon'y, n. (Also P— sausage) sausage of 
partly cooked pork. [app. replacing 
Bologna, -ian sausage ] 

pol'tergeist (-gist), n. (Folklore & spiri¬ 
tualism) noisy mischievous spirit. [G] 

polt-fdot, n. & a. (arch.). Club-foot(ed). 
[obs. polt pestle, club, orig. unkn., 
-f FOOT] 

poltroon', n. Spiritless coward. So 
—ery(4) n. [f. F poltron f. It. pollrone 
f. poltro sluggard, see -oon] 

poly-, comb, form of Gk polus many, as: 
—ad&lphous, with stamens united in 3 or 
more bundles; ~an'drist, woman with 
several husbands or paramours; — an- 
drous, of, practising, —andry, (bot.) with 
numerous stamens; pol'yandry, plurality 
of husbands or paramours; pol'yarchy 
(-kl), government by many; ~atom'ic, 
containing many (esp. replaceable hydro¬ 
gen) atoms; —autography, lithography; 
~bas'ic (chem.), having more than two 
bases or atoms of a base; ~carp’ellary, 
~carp'ous, having several carpels; — 
chaete (-ket) a. & n., ~chact'an, ~chaet'ous, 
(-ket-), aa., (worm) with many bristles on 
the foot-stumps; ~chro'ite (-kr-), colour¬ 
ing-matter of saffron, exhibiting various 
colours under various reagents; ~cUxc’tyl 
a. & n., (animal) with more than normal 
number of fingers or toes; ~daem'onism, 
belief in many supernatural powers; 

■~gas'trie, with many stomachs; ~gen'esis, 
origination of a race or species from 
several independent ancestors or germs, 
so —gen&s'ic, ~gen£t'ic, aa.; — gen'ic, 
(chem.) forming more than one compound 
with hydrogen etc., (geol.) = ~genous; 
poly'gcnism, theory of —geny; poly’genist, 
holder of this, so ~genis'tic a.; polS'genous, 
(geol.) composed of various kinds of 
rock, (chem.) = ~genic; poly'geny, origi¬ 
nation of mankind from several inde¬ 
pendent pairs of ancestors; polygram, 
many-lined figure or design; polygraph, 
kinds of copying apparatus, (also) writer 
of many or various works, so ~graph'ic 
a., polyg'raphy n.; poigg'ynous (-g-), of, 
practising, —gyny, (bot.) with many 
pistils, styles, or stigmas; polyg'yny (-g-), 
plurality of wives; —hid'ron, many (usu. 
more than six)-sided solid, so ~h£d'ral, 
~h£d'ric, aa.; polymer, compound formed 
by simple chemical addition from a num¬ 
ber of identical molecules each of which 
consists of a number of identical units; 
—^m&'ric, (of compounds) composed of 
same elements in same proportions, hut 
differing in molecular weight; polym'er- 
ism, condition of being —meric or — 
merous; '^meriza'tion, formation of a 
—mer by simple chemical addition of a 
number of identical smaller molecules; 
polymerize, render —meric or —merous; 
polUm'erous (nat. hist.), composed of 
many parts; —morph'ic, ~morph'ous. 

For other words in poly- see poly-. 
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multiform, esp. (nat. hist., biol.) vary¬ 
ing in individuals, passing through 
successive variations, so ~morph'ism n.; 
~norn'ial a. & n. (alg.), = wiwnnomial; 
~6n'ymous, called by several different 
names; —On'ymy, use of different names 
for same thing; ~op’ia, affection of the 
eyes in which one object appears as two 
or more; ~pet'alous, having separate 
petals; polyph’agovs, (zool.) feeding on 
various kinds of food or foodplants; 
pol'yphone, letter, symbol, standing for 
different sounds; ~ph6n'ic, polyph'cmovs, 
many-voiced, (philol.) standing for differ¬ 
ent sounds, (mus.) contrapuntal; polyph¬ 
ony, quality of being ~phonic, (mus.) 
counterpoint; ~phylit’ic, = ~genetic, 
~phi/ll'ous, ~s&p'alous, having separate 
perianth-leaves, sepals; pol'ystome a. & n. 
(animal) with many mouths or suckers; 
~syntMt'ic, (of languages) combining 
several words of a sentence (e.g. verb & 
object) into one; ~thul’amous (nat. hist.), 
many-chambered; pol'ytype, kind of 
stereotype, copy of engraving etc. made 
from this; ~zo'a, class of compound 
invertebrates, so —zo'ic a.; —zon'al, (of 
lighthouse lens) composed of several 
annular segments. 

polyan'thus, n. Kinds of cultivated prim¬ 
ula. [f. poly- + Gk anthos flower] 

polychromat'ic (-kr-), a. Many-coloured. 
[POLY-] 

p51'ychr5me (-kr-), a. & n. 1. Painted, 
printed, decorated, in many colours. 
2. n. Work of art in several colours, esp. 
coloured statue; varied colouring. Hence 
polychrSm'ic, pol'yehromous, aa. [F, 
f. Gk polukhromos (poly-, khroma colour)] 

pol'yehromy (-kr-), n. Art of painting in 
several colours, esp. as applied to ancient 
pottery etc. [f. F polychromie (as prec., 
see -y1)] 

polyclin'ic, n. Clinic devoted to various 
diseases, general hospital, [poly- ; al¬ 
tered in sense & form f. policlinic] 

polyg'am|ous, a. Having more than one 
wife or (less usu.) husband at once, so 
pSlygam'ic a., ~ist, ~y\ nn.; (zool.) 
having more than one mate;’(hot.) bear¬ 
ing some flowers with stamens only, some 
with pistils only, some with both, on 
same or on different plants, [f. late Gk 
polugamos (polu- poly- +-gamos marry¬ 
ing)] 

pol'yglot, a. & n. Of many languages; 
(person) speaking or writing several lan¬ 
guages; (book, esp. Bible) with text and 
translation into several languages. Hence 
polyglott'AL, pSlyglott'ic, aa., ~tiSM n. 
[f. Gk poluglottos (polu- poly- + glolta 
tongue)] 

pol'ygon, n. Figure (usu. plane recti¬ 
lineal) with many (usu. more than four) 
angles or sides; ~ of forces, ~ illustrating 
theorem relating to number of forces act¬ 

ing at a point. Hence polyg'onAL a., 
polyg'onalLY2 adv. [f. LL f. Gk polu- 
gonon neut. adj. as n. (polu- poly- + -gonos 
-angled)] 

Polyg'onum, n. Genus of plants includ¬ 
ing knotgrass, snakeweed, etc. [f. Gk 
polugonon (polu- poly-+gonu knee)] 

polyhis'tor, n. Man of varied learning, 
great scholar, [f. Gk poluislor (polu poly- 

+ histor, see history) ] 
Polyhym'nia, p. The muse1 of sacred 
song. [L, f. Gk Polumnia (poly-, hymn)] 

pol'ymath, n. = polyhistor. So polyrr^ 
athY1 n. [f. Gk polumathes (polu- 
poly- +m.ath- st. of manthand learn)] 

Polyne's|ia (-sha), n. Small islands in 
Pacific Ocean east of Australia. Hence 
'—'Ian (-skn) a. [f. poly- + Gk nesos island] 

polyn'ia, n. Space of open water in midst 
of ice, esp. in arctic seas. [f. Russ, po- 
luinya (pole field)] 

p61'yp(e), n. Kinds of animal of low or¬ 
ganization, e.g. hydra; individual of some 
compound organisms. [F (-pc), as poly¬ 

pus] 
pol'ypary, n. Common stem or support¬ 
ing structure of a colony of polyps, [-ary 
= -ARIUM] 

polyp'idom (or poF), n. = prec. [f. poly¬ 

pus + L domus house] 
pol'ypite, n. Individual polyp, [-ite1] 

pol'ypod, a. & n. (Animal) with many 
feet. [f. F polypode f. Gk as polypus] 

pol'ypSdy, n. Kinds of ferns, esp. (com¬ 
mon ~) species growing on moist rocks, 
walls, trees, etc. [f. L f. Gk polupodion, 
as polypus] 

p51'yp!oid, a. Of, like, a polyp or a poly¬ 
pus. So ~ous a. [-OID] 

pol'ypus, n. (pi. -pi). Kinds of tumour, 
usu. with ramifications like tentacles. [L, 
f. Gk polupous cuttle-fish, polypus in 
nose (polu-POLY + -pous -podos footed)] 

polysyllabic, a. (Of word) having many 
syllables; marked by polysyllables. 
Hence ~ically adv. [f. LL f. Gk polusul- 
labos (as foil.) + -ic ] 

polysyllable, n. Polysyllabic word. [f. 
med. L polysyllaba (vox word), see poly- 

& syllable] 

polytech'nic (-k-), a. & n. Dealing with, 
devoted to, various arts, as ~ school; P~ 
(Institution), technical school, || esp. one in 
London orig. opened 1838. [f. F polytech¬ 
nique f. Gk polutekhnos (polu- POLY- + 
tekhne art), see -IC] 

pol'ythe|ism, n. Belief in, worship of, 
many gods or more than one god. So 
~ist n., ~is'tic a. [f. F polythdisme f. Gk 
polutheos of many gods (polu- poly-4- 
thcos god), see -ism] 

pom, d. Pomeranian dog; pommy, [abbr.] 
pomace (pumTs), n. Mass of crushed 

apples in cider-making before or after 
juice is pressed out; any pulp; refuse of 
fish etc. after oil has been extracted, used 

For other words in poly- see poly-. 
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as fertilizer, [f. med. L pomacium cider f. 
L pomum apple] 

pomade' (-ahd, -ad), n., & v.t. 1. Scented 
ointment (perh. orig. from apples) for 
hair & skin of head. 2. v.t. Anoint with 
~. [f. F pommade f. It. pomata f. med. 
L (L pomum apple, -ade)] 

pdm'ander (or poman1), n. (hist.). Ball 
of mixed aromatic substances carried in 
box, bag, etc., as preservative against in¬ 
fection ; ball of gold, silver, etc., in which 
~ was carried, [alt. f. 16th c. pomamber 
f. AF *pome ambre f. OF pome d’ambre 
(pome apple + ambre amber)] 

Poniard', Pomm-, (-ahr), n. A red 
Burgundy wine. [~, village in France] 

pomat'um, n., & v.t. = pomade, [f. L 
pomum apple + -alum -ate 1 ] 

pdm'be, n. Intoxicating drink from vari¬ 
ous kinds of grain & fruit in Africa, [native ] 

pome, n. (Bot.) succulent inferior fruit 
with firm fleshy body enclosing carpels 
forming the core, e.g., apple, pear, quince, 
so pomiF'EROus a.; (poet.) apple; motal 
ball. [ME, f. OF, f. Rom. *poma pi. of 
pomum fruit, apple] 

pome'granate (-mg-; also) pum-), n. 
Fruit of a tree native to N. Africa & W. 
Asia, a largo red berry about size of 
orange with tough golden or orange rind 
& acid reddish pulp enveloping seeds; 
the tree. [ME, f. OF pome grenctte = L 
(malum) granatum (grain, -ate2); cf. 
GRENADE] 

pom'elS (pum-), n. (pi. ~s). Small shad¬ 
dock or grape-fruit, [orig. unkn.] 

Pomeran'Ian, a. & n. Of Pomerania on 
S. coast of Baltic; ~ (dog), small dog 
with long silky hair, pointed muzzle, & 
pricked ears, [-an] 

pom'fret, n. Fish found in Indian & 
Pacific Oceans, used as food. [prob. ult. 
f. Port, pampo; cf. pampano] 

|| pom'fret-cake, n. Liquorice sweet¬ 
meat made at Pontefract (earlier Pom- 
fret) in Yorks. 

pSm'icullure, n. Fruit-growing, [f. L 
pomum fruit + culture] 

Pommard. See pomard. 

pomm'el (pum-), n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. 
Rounded knob esp. at end of sword-hilt; 
upward projecting front part of saddle. 
2. v.t. Strike or beat (as) with ~; beat 
with fists. [ME, f. OF pomel f. Rom. 
*pomellum dim. as pome] 

pomm'y, n. (si.). British immigrant to 
Australia or New Zealand, [orig. unkn. ] 

pomol'ogl^, n. Science of fruit-growing. 
Hence pomoIo'giCAL a., ~ist n. [as 
POME + -LOGY] 

Pomon'a, n. (Rom. myth.) goddess of 
fruits; ~ green (in which yellow pre¬ 
dominates). [L] 

pomp, n. Splendid display, splendour; 
(pi.) the ~s & vanity of this wicked world. 
[ME, f. OF pompe f. L f. Gk pompe pro¬ 
cession, pomp, (pempo send)] 

Pom'padour (-oor), n. Marquise de 

pongo 

mistress of Louis XV; (attrib., designat¬ 
ing) style of hair-dressing, cut of bodice, 
etc. 

pom'pano, n. (pi. ~s). Kinds of W.-Ind. 
& N.-Amer. fish esteemed for food. [f. Sp. 
pdmpano ] 

II Pom'pey, n. (si.). Portsmouth, 
pom'pier, a. ~ ladder, fireman’s scaling 
ladder. [F, = fireman (as tump, see -ier) ] 

pom-pom , n. Long-range Maxim automa¬ 
tic quick-firing gun. [imit. ] 

pom'pon (& see Ap.), n. Ornamental tuft 
or bunch of ribbon, flowers, etc., on 
women’s & children’s hats & shoes; 
round tuft on soldier’s cap, front of shako, 
etc. [F, of unkn. orig. ] 

pSm'pous, a. Magnificent, splendid; self- 
-important, consequential, (of language) 
inflated, so pompos'iTY n. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ■—'NESS n. [ME, f. LL pomposus (as 
pomp, see -ous)| 

ponce (-ns), n. (sh). Souteneur, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

pon'ceau (-so), n. Poppy colour, bright 
red. [F] 

pon'cho, n. (pi. ~s). S.-Amer. cloak, ob¬ 
long piece of cloth with slit in middle for 
head; capo for cycling etc. on same plan, 
[native ] 

pond, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Small body of still 
water artificially formed by hollowing or 
embanking; (joc.) the sea; cf. herring- 

-~ ; ~-Zi/e, animals esp. invertebrates that 
live in ~s; ~'tveed, kinds of aquatic herb 
grooving in still water. 2. v.t. Hold back, 
dam up, (stream); (v.i., of water) form a 
pool or ~. [ME, app. var. of pound2] 

pon'dage, n. Capacity of pond; storage 
of water, [-age] 

pon'der, v.t. & i. Weigh mentally, think 
over, (matter, how, etc.); think on, muse 
over. Hence ~ingLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
ponderer f. L ponderare (pondus -eris 
weight)] 

pon'derlable, a. Having appreciable 
weight (lit. & fig.). Hence ~aBit'iTY n. 
[f. LL ponderabilis (as prec., see -ble)] 

pondera'tion, n. Weighing, balancing, 
(lit. & fig.), [f. L ponderatio (as prec., see 
-ation)] 

pon'derous, a. Heavy; unwieldy; labori¬ 
ous ; (of style) dull, tedious. Hence or 
cogn. ponderos'iTY,~NESS, nn.,~LY2adv. 
[ME, f. OF pondereus f. L ponderosus 
(pondus -eris weight, see -ous)] 

pdn'e1, n. Leader’s partner) in some card 
games. [L, 2nd sing, imperat. of ponere 
place] 

p5ne2, n. Maize bread, esp. as made by 
N.-Amer. Indians; fine light bread made 
with milk, eggs, etc.; cake, loaf, of this, 
[native] 

pongee (piinje'), n. Soft unbleached kind 
of Chinese silk. [perh. f. Chin, pun-chi 
own loom] 

pon'go (-ngg-), n. (Early name for) a large 
anthropoid African ape; (improp.) orang- 
-outang. [native] 
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pon'iard (-yard), n., & v.t. Dagger; (v.t.) 
stab with [f. F poignard (poing fist f. L 
pugnus, -ard)] 

pSns (-nz), n. ~ asinor’um, bridge of asses, 
i.e. 5th proposition of 1st book of Euclid 
(‘ the angles at the base of an isosceles 
triangle are equal to one another ’), hence, 
anything found difficult by beginners; 
~ (Varol'ii), band of nerve-fibres in brain 
[f. Varoli, Italian anatomist]. [L, 
= bridge] 

pon'tlfex, n. (pi. -If'ices pr. -ez). (Rom. 
ant.) member of principal college of 
priests in Rome, P~ maximus, head of 
this; = foil. [L] 

pon'tiff, n. (Also sovereign ~) the Pope; 
bishop; chief priest, [f. F pontife f. 
prec. ] 

pontifical, a. & n. 1. Of, befitting, a pon¬ 
tiff; assuming infallibility, pompously 
dogmatic. 2. n. Office-book of Western 
Church containing forms for rites to be 
performed by bishops; (pi.) vestments & 
insignia of bishop. Hence~iY2 adv. [ME, 
f. I, pontificdlis (as pontifex, see -al)] 

p&ntifieaVla, n. pi. Pontificals. [L.neut. 
pi. as prec. ] 

pontificate, n., & v.i. Office of pontifex, 
bishop, or pope; period of this; (v.i., pr. 
-at) = foil. [f. L pontificatus (as pontifex, 

see -ate1)] 
pon'tify, v.i. Play the pontiff, assume 
airs of infallibility, [f. F pontifier f. 
med. L pontificare (as pontifex), see -fy ] 

pdnt-l&v'fs (or pawn leve'), n. Draw¬ 
bridge. [F] 

pontoneer', -nier (-ner), n. One who has 
charge of pontoons or of construction of a 
pontoon-bridge, [f. F pontonnier, see foil. 
& -EER] 

pontoon'1, n., & v.t. Flat-bottomed boat 
used as ferry-boat etc.; one of several 
boats, hollow metal cylinders, etc. used 
to support temporary bridge; = caisson 

(not in first sense); (v.t.) cross (river) by 
means of ~s. [f. F ponton f. L ponto -onis 
(pons -ntis bridge, see -oon)] 

II pSntoon'2, n. = yingt(-et)-un. [prob. cor¬ 

ruption] 
pSn'y, n. Horse of any small breed, esp. 
not more than 13 or (pop.) 14 hands; 
|| (si.) £25. [f. Sc. powney prob. f. OF 
povlenet little foal dim. of poulain f. LL 
*pullamen (pullus foal)] 

pood, n. Russian weight, 36 lb. avoir¬ 
dupois. [f. Russ, pudu f. LG or Norse 
pundpound] 

poo'dle, n., & v.t. Kinds of pet dog with 
long curling hair often clipped & shaved 
fantastically; (v.t.) clip & shave (dog) 
thus. [f. G pudcKhund) f. pudeln splash 
in water, see puddle2] 

poo'dle-fak|er, n. (si.). Youth too much 
given to tea-parties and ladies’ society 
generally. So ~ing vbl n. 

pooh (poo, pdbh), int. expr. impatience 
or contempt, [imit.] 

Pooh-Bah' (poob-), n. Holder of many 

offices at once, [person in W. S. Gilbert s 
The Mikado ] 

pooh-pooh' (pdbpoo'), v.t. Express con¬ 

tempt for, make light of, as he ~ed the 
idea, [see pooh] 

poo'ja. Var. of puja. 
II poo'ka, n. Hobgoblin. [Ir. pilca] 
pob'kob, puku (pdo'kdb), n. Red antelope 

of S. Central Africa, [f. Zulu mpuku] 
pool1, n., & v.t. 1. Small body of still 
water, usu. of natural formation; puddle 
of any liquid; deep still place in river. 
2. v.t. Make (hole) for insertion of wedge 
in quarrying, undermine (coal). [OE pol, 
MLG pol, f. WG *polo-] 

pool2, n., & v.t. 1. (In cards) collective 
amount of players’ stake & fines; recep¬ 
tacle for these. 2. II Game on billiard-table 
in which each player has ball of different 
colour with which he tries to pocket the 
others in fixed order, winner taking the 
whole stakes. 3. (Collective stakes in) a 
joint gambling venture (football ~, form 
of gambling in which a proportion of the 
entry money for the competition is 
awarded in prizes to those who correctly 
forecast the results of certain football 
matches). 4. Arrangement between com¬ 
peting parties by which prices are fixed 
& business divided to do away with com¬ 
petition. 5. Common fund, e.g. of the 
profits of separate firms; common supply 
of persons, commodities, etc. (also attrib., 
as ~ petrol). 6. v.t. Throw into common 
fund, share in common; (of transport 
organizations etc.) share (traffic, receipts), 
[f. F ponle (= hen) in same sense, in E 
early assoc, w. prec. ] 

poon, n. E.-Indian tree; —oil, oil from 
seeds of this, used in medicine & for 
lamps, [f. Sinhalese puna] 

poon'ah (-a), a. ~ painting (on rice or 
other thin paper in imitation of oriental 
work); ~ brush, paper (used for this). 
[Poona, Indian city] 

poop1, n., & v.t. 1. Stern of ship; after¬ 
most & highest deck. 2. v.t. (Of wave) 
break over stern of (ship); (of ship) receive 
(wave) over stern. Hence (-)~ed2 (-pt) a. 
[ME, f. OF pupe f. Rom. *puppa f. L 
puppis ] 

poop2. See pope3. 

|| poop3, u. (si.). Foolish insignificant 
person, [abbr. nincosipoop] 

poor, a. 1. Wanting means to procure 
comforts or necessaries of life, needy, 
indigent; ill supplied, deficient, (in a 
possession or quality): (of soil) unpro¬ 
ductive ; scanty, inadequate, less than is 
expected, as the crop was ~, a ~ three 
weeks’ holiday; (of visibility) bad; paltry, 
sorry, as that is a ~ consolation; spiritless, 
despicable, as he is a ~ creature; humble, 
insignificant, (often iron, or joc., as in my 
~ opinion); (expr. pity or sympathy) 
unfortunate, hapless, as ~ fellow !, the ~ 
child is inconsolable-, the ~, (esp.) those 
dependent on charitable or parochial 
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relief. 2. ~-box, money-box esp. in 
church for relief of the ~; —house, 
workhouse; ~-law (relating to support of 
paupers; hist.); ~ man’s weather-glass, 
pimpernel; \\~-rate, rate, assessment, for 
relief or support of the ~; —spirited, 
timid, cowardly. [ME & OF pov(e)re, 
poure, f. L pauper ] 

poor'ly, adv. & pred. a. 1. Scantily, defec¬ 
tively ; with no great success; meanly, 
contemptibly. 2. adj. Unwell, as he is 
(looking) very ~. [prec. + -ly2 ; pred. a. 
prob. orig. adv.] 

poor'ness, n. Defectiveness; lack of some 
good quality or constituent. [POOR + 
-NESS ] 

|| poort (port), n. (S. Afr.). Pass, narrower 
than a nek. [Du., = gate(way)] 

pop1, v.i. & t. (-pp-). Make small quick 
explosive sound as of cork when drawn; 
let off (fire-arm etc.); fire gun (at bird 
etc.); put (thing in, out, down, etc.) 
quickly or suddenly; move, go, come, (in 
etc.) thus; put (question) abruptly, esp. 
(colloq.)~ the question, propose marriage; 
II (si.) pawn; *parch (maize) till it bursts 
open, ~'corn, maize so parched; ~'gun, 
child's toy gun shooting pellets by com¬ 
pression of air with piston, (derog.) 
inefficient fire-arm; \\~'shop, pawn¬ 
broker’s shop. [imit. ] 

pop2, n., adv., & int. 1. Abrupt explosive 
sound; dot, spot, esp. in marking sheep 
etc.; (colloq.) effervescing drink, esp. 
ginger-beer or champagne; || (si.) pawn¬ 
ing, esp. in ~, in pawn. 2. int. or adv. 
Heard it go (make the sound) ~ /; ~ goes 
the weasel, country dance in which dancer 
darted under arms of others to his part¬ 
ner. [as prec.] 

pop3, n. (colloq.). Popular concert, as 
Saturday ~s; popular disc, record, etc. 
[abbr.] 

II Pop4, n. Social & debating club at Eton, 
[said to be so called f. L yoyina cooksliop, 
or E lollipop shop (orig. meeting-place)] 

pop5. See poppa. 

pope1, n. 1. Bishop of Rome as head of 
Roman Catholic Church; (fig.) person 
assuming or credited with infallibility 
etc. 2. Joan, fabulous female ~, a 
card-game; ~'s eye, lymphatic gland 
surrounded with fat in middle of leg of 
mutton; ~’s head, round long-handled 
broom ; ~'s nose, = parson’s nose. Hence 
~'dom (-pd-) n.,~'LESS (-pi-) a. [OE papa 
f. eccl. L papa f. late Gk papas = Gk 
pappas father, cf. papa] 

pope2, n. Parish priest of Greek Church in 
Russia etc. [f. Russ, popu app. f. WG 
*papo as prec. ] 

pope3, poop, n., & v.t. Place in thigh on 
which blow is painful or paralysing, esp. 
take person’s ~, strike this; (v.t.) take 
the ~ of. [orig. unkn. ] 

pop'ery, n. Papal system, Roman Catho¬ 
lic religion, (in hostile use, esp. no ~/). 
[f. POPE 1 + -ERY ] 

populace 

*p6p^eyed (-id), a. (colloq.). Having 
bulging eyes; open-eyed (with surprise 
etc.), [pop1] 

pop'injay, n. (Arch.) parrot; (hist.) figure 
of parrot on pole as mark to shoot 
at; conceited person; II (dial.) green wood¬ 
pecker. [f. OF papingay etc., cf. med. 
Gk papayas, Arab, babagha, prob. imit. & 
of Afr. orig. ] 

pop'ish, a. Of popery, papistical. Hence 
'—-LY 2 adv. [f. POPE 1 + -ISH 1 ] 

pop'lar, n. Kinds of large trees of rapid 
growth (often w. allusion to straightness 
of trunk); trembling ~, aspen. [ME, f. OF 
poplier f. L populus + -ier] 

II Pop'larism, n. Policy of giving extra¬ 
vagant out-relief (as practised by the 
Poplar Board of Guardians c. 1920); any 
similar policy tending to raise the rates. 
[-ISM] 

pop'lin, n. (Formerly) woven fabric of 
silk warp & worsted weft with corded 
surface; (now usu.) fabric of mercerized 
cotton, [f. F popeline f. It. papalina 
papal, from the papal town Avignon 
where it was made] 

poplit'eal, a. Of the ham, of the hollow at 
back of knee, as ~ artery, ~ tendons (ham¬ 
strings). [f. L poples -itis ham, see -al] 

*popp'a, *p5p, n. Papa. [f. papa] 
popp'et, n. II (Colloq.) small person, 
esp. as term of endearment; lathe-head; 
(naut.) short piece of wood for various 
purposes; —head, lathe-head, II (mining) 
frame at top of shaft supporting pulleys 
for ropes used in hoisting; ~-valve, 
= PUPPET-mlue. [ME popet, -ette, corresp. 
to F (10th c.) poupette doll, dim. f. Rom. 
*puppa f. L pupa girl; see puppet] 

popp'ing, n. In vbl senses; (crick.) ~- 
-crease [perh. = striking-crease], line 4 
feet in front of & parallel to wicket within 
which batsman must keep one foot 
grounded. [-ING1] 

pop'ple, v.i., & n. (Of water) tumble 
about, toss to & fro: (n.) rolling, tossing, 
ripple. Hence popp'lY2 a. [ME, prob. f. 
MDu. popelen, of imit. orig.] 

popp'y, n. Kinds of herbs having milky 
juice with narcotic properties & showy 
flowers of scarlet or other colour; opium 
~, species from which opium is obtained; 
Flanders poppies (sacred to dead of 1914- 
-18 war; also as name of those made for 
& sold on Day, Saturday nearest 11 
Nov.);~-/iead, seed capsule of ~, (archit.) 
ornamental top to end of church seat; 
Shirley cultivated variety of common 
corn ~ [f. Shirley Vicarage, Croydon, 
where first produced]. Hence popp'iED2 
(-pid) a. [OE popig, ult. f. L papaver] 

"popp'ycock, n. (si.). Nonsense. 
pop'sy(-wopsy), n. An endearing appel¬ 
lation for a girl, [extension of pop abbr. 
of poppet, with dim. suf. ] 

pop'ulace, n. The common people; 
the rabble. [F, f. It. popolaccio (popolo 
PEOPLE + -accio pejorative suf.)] 

6813 
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pop'ular, a. Of, carried on by, the people, 
as ~ election, meetings, tumult-, adapted 
to the understanding, taste, or means, of 
the people, as in ~ language, ~ science, 
at ~ (low) prices; liked, admired, by the 
people or by people generally or with 
specified class, as ~ teachers, the ~ hero, 
is ~ with his men, so popula'riTY n.; 
prevalent among the people, as ~ falla¬ 
cies-, ~ front (pol.), party representing 
Left elements. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. 
AF populer or L popularis (cf. foil.), as 
people] 

pop'ulariz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Make popu¬ 
lar, cause (person, principle, etc.) to be 
generally known or liked; extend 
(suffrage etc.) to the common people; 
present (technical subject etc.) in popular 
form. Hence ~a'tion n. [-ize] 

pop'ulate, v.t. Inhabit, form the popula¬ 
tion of, (country, town, etc.); supply with 
inhabitants, as a densely district, [f. 
med. L populare (as people)] 

population, n. Degree in which place is 
populated; total number of inhabitants, 
the people of a country etc.; the in¬ 
habitants of a place (the ~ turned out to 
welcome him), [f. LL populatio (as prec., 
see -ation) ] 

pop'ul|ist, n. Adherent of U.S. political 
party aiming at public control of rail¬ 
ways, graduated income-tax, etc., formed 
1892; adherent of Russian political party 
advocating collectivism. So ~ISM n., ~- 
Is'tlC a. [f. L populus PEOPLE + -1ST] 

pop'ulous, a. Thickly inhabited. Hence 
*—'Ness n. [ME, f. L populosus (as people, 

see -ous)] 
pdrb'eagle, n. Mackerel-shark. [Cornish 
dial., of unkn. orig.] 

porce'lain (-slin), n. Fine kind of earthen¬ 
ware with translucent body & transparent 
glaze; thing made of this; (fig., attrib.) 
delicate, fragile; ~-shell, cowrie; ~ clay, 
kaolin. Hence or cogn. ~ous (-slln-), 
porcellan'EOus, pdrcellan'ic, pdrcelf 
lanous, aa. [f. F porcelaine Venus shell, 
porcelain, f. It. porcellana (porcella dim. 
of porco hog f. L porcus)\ 

pdice'lainize (-slln-), -ise (-iz), v.t. Con¬ 
vert (clay, shale, etc.) into porcelain or 
similar substance, [-ize] 

porch, n. Covered approach to entrance 
of building; the P~, colonnade at Athens 
to which Zeno & his disciples resorted, 
(hence) Stoic school or philosophy (cf. 
ACADEMY, GARDEN, LYCEUM). Hence ~ED2 
(-cht), ~'less, aa. [ME, f. OF porche f. L 
portions] 

por'eine, a. Of or like swine. [F (-in, 
-ine), f. L porcinus (porcus hog, see 
-INE1)] 

porc'upin|e, n. || Rodent quadruped with 
body & tail covered with erectile spines; 
kinds of machine with many spikes or 
teeth, e.g. for heckling flax etc.; (attrib., 
applied to animals with spines etc.) 
ant-eater, crab, fish, grass. Hence —ish 

~Y2, aa. [ME, f. OF pore espin ult. f. L 
porcus hog + spina thorn; earlier also 
porkenpick f. F porc-dpic (L spicus = spica 
spike) & porpentine] 

pore1, n. Minute opening (esp. in skin of 
animal body) through -which fluids may 
pass. [ME, f. OF f. L f. Gk poros passage, 
pore] 

pore2, v.i. & t. ~ over, be absorbed in 
studying (book etc.), (fig.) meditate, think 
intently upon, (subject); (arch.) look 
intently at, on, over-, ~ one’s eyes out, 
tire them by close reading. [ME puren, 
pouren, of unkn. orig. ] 

pdrge, v.t. (Jew. ritual). Make (slaugh¬ 
tered beast) ceremonially clean by re¬ 
moving sinews etc. Hence pdr'gEP.1 n. 
[app. f. L as purge] 

*pdrg'y (-g-), n. Perch-like salt-water 
fish ; sea-bream (applied also, esp. locally, 

> to many other fish), [of var. orig.; cf. 
porgo, pargo (Sp.), paugie (Amer.-Ind.)] 

por'ism (or pb'r-), n. (math.). Proposition 
concerned with the conditions that will 
render a given problem capable of in¬ 
numerable solutions; corollary. So por - 
ismat'ic, poris'tic, aa. [f. LL f. Gk 
porisma -maios (porizo deduce)] 

pork, n. Flesh (esp. fresh) of swine used 
as food; butcher, one who slaughters 
pigs for sale; ~ pie (of minced etc. ~); 
II ~-pie hat (with flat crown & brim turned 
up all round). [ME & OF pore f. L porcus 
hog] 

pork'er, n. Pig raised for food; young 
fattened hog, so pdbk'ET1 n. [-ER1] 

pdrk'Iing, n. Young or small pig. [-ling1] 

perk'y, a. Of, like, pork, esp. (colloq.) 
fleshy, fat. [-Y2] 

pornlo-, comb, form of Gk porne harlot , as; 
~oc'raey, dominant influence of harlots, 
esp. in government of Rome in 10th c.; 
~dg’raphy, description of manners etc. of 
harlots, treatment of obscene subjects in 
literature, inflammatory literature, so 
~6g'rapher n., ~ograph'ic a. 

por'oplas'tic (or p6'r-), a. (surg.). (Of 
felt) both porous & plastic, [as pore 1 + 
plastic ] 

pof'ous, a. Full of_ pores (lit. & fig.). 
Hence or cogn. poros'lTY, ~ness, nn. 
[ME ; -ous] 

porph'yry, n. Hard rock anciently quar¬ 
ried in Egypt, composed of crystals of 
white or red feldspar in red ground-mass; 
(geol.) unstratified or igneous rock hav¬ 
ing homogeneous base in which crystals 
of one or more minerals are disseminated. 
[ME ; ult. f. Gk porphuros purple] 

por'poise (-pus), n. Sea animal of the 
whale order about five feet long with 
blunt rounded snout. [ME porpays, -peys, 
-poys, f. OF porpeis f. L porcus hog + 
piscis fish ] 

porra'ceous (-shus), a. Leek-green, [f. L 
porraceus (porrum leek, see -aceous)] 

porrect', v.t. (Nat. hist.) stretch out 
(part of body); (eccl. law) tender, sub- 
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mit, (document), [f. L porrigere -rect- 
(por- pro--Yregere direct)] 

II po'rridge, n. Soft food made by stirring 
oatmeal or other meal or cereal in boiling 
water or milk; keep one’s breath to cool 
one’s ~, keep one’s advice etc. for one’s 
own use. [lGth c., alt. f. pottage] 

porrlg'o, n. (path.). Scaly eruption of 
scalp. So pdrri'ginous a. [L,gen. -ginis] 

po'rringer (-]-), n. Small basin from 
which soup etc. is eaten esp. by children, 
[earlier potager, pottinger (as porridge, 
see -er1); for -n- cf. passenger] 

port1, n. Harbour (lit. & fig.); town, 
place, possessing harbour, esp. one where 
customs officers are stationed; (in proper 
names) Arthur, Said, etc.; P~ of 
London Authority, corporate body set up 
by P~--of-London Act 1908 for control of 
~ & docks; free~, one open for merchants 
of all nations to load & unload in, (also) 
exemption for imports or exports; close 
~ (lying up river); cinque ports; ~ 
admiral (in command of naval ~). [OE, 
f. L portus; ME reinforced f. OE port] 

pdrt2, n. || Gate, gateway, esp. of walled 
town (chiefly Sc.); (naut.) opening in 
side of ship for entrance, loading, etc., 
(also) = ~hole; (mech.) aperture for pas¬ 
sage of steam, water, etc.; curved mouth¬ 
piece of some bridle-bits; ~'hole, aperture 
in ship’s side for admission of light & air, 
or (formerly) for pointing cannon through. 
[ME & OF porte f. L porta-, OE port dir. 
f. L] 

port3, n. External deportment, carriage, 
bearing; (mil.) position taken in porting 
arms. [ME & OF port, as foil.] 

polt1, v.t. (mil.). Carry (rifle, or other 
weapon) diagonally across & close to the 
body, with barrel etc. opposite middle of 
left shoulder, esp. ~ arms! [f. F porter 
f. L portare carry] 

port6, n., & v.t. & i. (naut.). 1. (Also 
formerly larboard) left-hand side of ship 
looking forward (cf. starboard), as put 
the helm to ~ or a—; (attrib.) on your ~ 
(left) bow etc. 2. v.t. Turn (helm, or abs.) 
to left side of ship; (v.i., of ship) turn to 
her ~ side. [orig. obsc.; poss. f. port1 
or port2 (naut.), describing the side on 
which the ‘ port ’ was] 

pdht9, n. Strong sweet dark-red (occas. 
white) wine of Portugal, [shortened f. 
Oporto, city of Portugal] 

port'able, a. & n. Movable (article), con¬ 
venient for carrying, as ~ furnace, radio. 
Hence portaBiL'lTY n. [ME, f. OF, f. LL 
portabilis (portare carry, -ble)] 

port'age, n. & v.t. 1. Carrying, carriage; 
cost of this; mariner’s ~, space allowed 
to mariner for own venture or to be let 
by him for freight in lieu of wages; 
carrying of boats or goods between two 
navigable vraters, place at which this is 
necessary. 2. v.t. Convey (boat, goods) 
over a ~. [ME & OF portage, = med. L 

portaticum, -agium, as port*, -age] 

pdrt'al1, n. Door(way), gate(way), esp. 
elaborate one. [ME, f. OF, f. med. L 
portale neut. adj. as n. (porta gate, see -al) ] 

pdrt'al2, a. (anat.). Of the porta or trans¬ 
verse fissure of the liver, as ~ vein (con¬ 
veying blood to liver), [f. med. L portalis 
as prec. ] 

portmnCn'to, n. (mus.). Gliding continu¬ 
ously from one pitch to another; (to be 
played) in a manner intermediate between 
legato and staccato (erron.). [It. ] 

pdtt'ative, a. Serving to carry or support. 
[OF (-if, -ive), f. L portare carry, see -ive] 

portcull'is, n. Strong heavy grating 
sliding up & down in vertical grooves at 
sides of gateway in fortress etc. Hence 
~ed2 (-st) a. [ME, f. OF porte coleice 
sliding door (porte door f. L porta, see 
COULISSE)] 

Porte, n. The (Sublime or Ottoman) ~ 
(hist.), Ottoman court at Constantinople, 
Turkish government to 1923. [F (la 
Sublime ~), transl of Turk, title of cen¬ 
tral office of Ottoman government] 

p6rte-, comb, form of F porte- imperat. of 
porter carry in wds meaning ‘ -case ’, 
‘ -holder ’, as: port(e)-cray'on, metal tube 
or other holder for crayon; ~feuiUe 
(-fu'ye), portfolio; ~-monnaie (-monS'), 
flat leathern purse or pocket-book. 

porte-cochere (portkoshar'), n. Gateway 
& passage for vehicles through house into 
courtyard. [F] 

poitend', v.t. Foreshow, foreshadow, as 
an omen; give warning of, as this ~s a 
renewal of the conflict. [ME, f. L portendere 
-tent- (por- pro- +tendere stretch)] 

pdrt'ent, n. Omen, significant sign; prodi¬ 
gy, marvellous thing. So pdrten'tous a., 
porten'tousiY2 adv. [f. L portentum as 
prec. ] 

II port'er1, n. Gate-keeper, door-keeper. 
[ME & AF, f. LL portarius (porta door, 
see -er2)] 

port'er2, n. 1. Person employed to carry 
burdens, esp. railway servant who handles 
luggage, whence ~age (4) n. 2. Dark- 
-brown bitter beer brewed from charred 
or browned malt [peril, orig. made esp. for 
~s]. 3. -house, house at which ~ etc. 
were retailed, (also) one where steaks, 
chops, etc., were served (-—house steak, 
choice cut of beef from region of under¬ 
cut) ; || ~’s 7cno(, pad resting on shoulders 
& secured to forehead used by ~s in 
carrying loads. [ME, f. OF porteour f. LL 
portatorem (portare carry, see -or)] 

pdrt'fire, n. Device for firing rockets, 
igniting explosives in mining, etc. [after 
F porte-feu (porte-, lire)] 

pdrifoi'iS, n. (pi. ~s). Case for keeping 
loose sheets of paper, drawings, etc.; list 
of investments held by company etc.; 
(fig.) office of Minister of State; Minister 
without ~, Cabinet Minister who is not 
in charge of any Department of State. 
[18th c., f. It. portafogli (porta imperat. of 
portare carry-f foglio leaf f. L folium)] 
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p<5rt ic5, n. (pi. ~s). Colonnade, roof sup¬ 
ported by columns at regular intervals, 
usu. attached as porch to a building. [It., 
f. L porticus porch ] 

portiere (pdrtyar'), n. Curtain hung over 
door(way). [F ] 

pdr'tion, n., & v.t. 1. Part, share; (in 
restaurants) amount of a dish served to a 
customer; dowry, whence ~less (-sho-) 
a.; one’s destiny, one’s lot; a ~, some (of 
anything). 2. v.t. Divide (thing) Into 
shares, distribute out, assign (thing to 
person) as share; give dowry to. [ME, f. 
OF, f. L porticmem; vb f. OF portionner] 

P<5rt'land, n. (Used for) ~ prison; ~ 
cement, artificial cement manufactured 
from chalk and clay, in colour rather like 
~ stone, a valuable building limestone 
obtained from the Isle of ~. [ Dorset pen¬ 
insula] 

p6rt'l|y, a. Bulky, corpulent; of stately 
appearance. Hence ~1ness n. [rORT3, 
-LY1] 

pdrtman'teau (-to), n. (pi. ~s, ~x, pr. -z). 
II Leather trunk for clothes etc. opening 
into two equal parts; (fig.) factitious word 
blending the sounds & combining the 
meanings of two others (e.g. stithy—lithe 
& slimy), [f. F V0RTE-(manteau mantle)] 

pSrtola'no (-lab-), n. (hist.). Book of sail¬ 
ing directions with description of har¬ 
bours etc. [f. It. (porto port1)] 

p<5rt'rait (-rit), n. Likeness of person or 
animal made by drawing, painting, photo¬ 
graphy, etc.; (fig.) type, similitude; 
verbal picture, graphic description. [F, 
p.p. as PORTRAY] 

port'raitist (-rit-), n.' One who paints or 
takes portraits. [-1ST] 

pdrt'raiture (-richer), n. Portraying; 
portrait; graphic description. [ME, f. OF 
(PORTRAIT -t--TJRE)] 

portray', v.t. Make likeness of; describe 
graphically. Hence ~ax(2) n. [ME, f. OF 
poriraire f. L Y&c>(trahere tract- draw)] 

pobt'reeve, n. (Hist.) chief officer of 
town or borough; (now) officer inferior to 
mayor in some towns. [OE port-gerefa 
(p*ort town (now obs.), = port1 or 2 + 
REEVE1) ] 

port'ress, n. Female porter1, [-ess1] 

Portuguese' (-gez), a. & n. (pi. same). 
(Native, language) of Portugal; ~ man-of- 
-war, dangerous (sub-)tropical jellyfish 
with sail-shaped crest and poisonous 
sting, travelling rarely to Britain, [f. 
Port, portuguez f. med. L portugalensis 
(see -ese)] 

pose1 (-z), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Lay down 
(assertion, claim, etc.); propound (ques¬ 
tion) ; place (artist’s model etc.) in certain 
attitude; assume an attitude, esp. for 
artistic purposes; set up, give oneself out, 
as (connoisseur etc.); (in dominoes) place 
first domino on table. 2. n. Attitude of 
body or mind, esp. one assumed for effect, 
as his philanthropy is a mere ~; (domi¬ 
noes) posing, right to ~. [(n. f. F pose) 

f. F poser f. L pausare pause ; some senses 
by confus. w. L ponere place, cf. compose ] 

pose2 (-z), v.t. Puzzle (person) with ques¬ 
tion or problem, [aphetic f. obs. oppose 
or orposE] 

pSs'er (-z-), n. In vbl senses of prec., esp. 
puzzling question or problem. [-ER1 ] 

poseur' (-zfr, & see Ap.), n. Affected 
person. [F] 

II posh, a. (si.). Smart, tiptop. 
pos'it (-z-) v.t. Assume as fact, postulate; 
put in position, place, as by natural 
age.ncy. [f. L ponere posit- place] 

posi'tion (-z-), n., & v.t. 1. Proposition, 
laying down of this. 2. Bodily posture; 
eastward ~ (of priest at eucharist standing 
in front of altar & facing east). 3. Mental 
attitude, way of looking at question. 
4. Place occupied by a thing; in, out of, 
~ (proper place); (mil.) place where troops 
are posted for strategical purposes (the ~ 
icas stormed), the being advantageously 
placed (manoeuvring for ~); in a ~ to do, 
state, etc., enabled by circumstances or re¬ 
sources or information to. 5. Situation of 
vow'el in syllable, esp. (Gk & L pros.) of 
short vowel before twm consonants, mak¬ 
ing the syllable metrically long. 6. (fig.). 
Situation in relation to other persons or 
things, as difficult for a person in my 
7. Rank, status, (people of ~, esp. upper 
& upper-middle classes); official employ¬ 
ment. 8. v.t. Place in ~, determine ~ of; 
(mil.) place or post (troops). Hence ~al 
(-zlsho-) a. [ME, f. OF, f. L positionem (as 
prec., see -ion)] 

pos'itive (-z-), a. & n. 1. Formally laid 
down, artificially instituted, (opp. to 
natural), as ~ laws. 2. Explicitly laid 
down, definite, admitting no question, as 
~ assertion, have no ~ proof, here is proof 
~. 3. (Of person) convinced, confident in 
opinion, cocksure. 4. (gra-m.).~ (degree of) 
adjective, adverb, primary form expressing 
simple quality without comparison (cf. 
comparative, superlative). 5. Absolute, 
not relative; (colloq.) downright, out-&- 
-out, as he is a ~ nuisance. 6. Dealing only 
with matters of fact, practical, as ~ 
philosophy. 7. Marked by presence, not 
absence, of qualities (cf. negative). 8. 
(Alg., of quantity) greater than zero (cf. 
negative), ~ sign (+); tending in the 
direction naturally or arbitrarily taken as 
that of increase or progress, as clockwise 
rotation is ~. 9. ~ electricity (of the kind 
produced by rubbing glass with silk, 
vitreous); ~ pole, (of magnet) north- 
-seeking pole, (of earth) south pole. 10. 
(pliotog.). Showing lights & shades as 
seen in nature (opp. negative1). 11. ~ 
organ, small (orig. portable) organ used to 
supplement large one in church. 12. n. 
~ degree, adjective, quantity, etc. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness, positiv'iTY, nn., (-z-). 
[ME & OF positif f. L positivus (as posit, 
see -ive)] 

pos'itiv|ism (-z-), n. Philosophical system 
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of Auguste Comte, recognizing only posi¬ 
tive facts & observable phenomena; 
religious system founded on this. So 
~ist n., ~Is'tic a. [f. F positivisme (as 
prec., see -ism)] 

pos'Itron (-z-), n. A positive electron. 
[POSITIVE ELECTRON] 

posol'ogy, n. Study of the quantities 
in which drugs should be administered; 
(Bentham’s word for) mathematics. 
Hence posolo'giCAL a. [f. F posologie f. 
Gk posos how great, see -logy] 

poss'e, n. Body (of constables); strong 
force or company; ~ cdmUat'vs, body of 
men above age of 15 in a county, whom 
sheriff may summon to repress riot etc.; 
in s ~. [L, = to be able, (med. L) power ] 

possess' (-z-), v.t. Hold as property, 
own; have (faculty, quality, etc.), as they 
~ a special value for us; maintain (one¬ 
self, one’s mind, soul, in patience etc.); 
(of demon or spirit) occupy, dominate, 
(person etc.), as ~ed! by a devil, you are 
surely ~ed, (fig.) he is ~ed by or with this 
idea, what ~es you to think of such a thing?; 
*like all ~ed, with the utmost vehemence 
or energy; ~ oneself of, take, get for one’s 
own; be ~ed of, own, have. So ~or n., 
~ory a., (-z6s-). [f. OF possess(i)er f. L 
possidere -sess-] 

posse'ssion (-zes)in), n. Possessing; 
actual holding or occupancy; (law) 
visible power of exercising such control 
as attaches to (but may exist apart from) 
lawful ownership; in ~, (of thing) pos¬ 
sessed, (of person) possessing; ~ is nine 
points of the lau-; in ~ of, having in one’s 
~ (am in ~ of a fine specimen); in the ~ of, 
held by (the specimen is in the ~ of the 
present writer); rejoice in the ~ of, be so 
fortunate as to possess; thing possessed; 
(pi.) property, wealth; subject territory, 
esp. foreign dominions; demoniac ~; 
self-'—. [ME, f. OF f. L possessionem (as 
prec., see -ion)] 

possess'ive (poz-), a. & n. 1. Of posses¬ 
sion ; showing a desire to possess; (gram.) 
indicating possession, as — pronoun (e.g. 
my, mine, his, ours), ~ case (e.g. John’s, 
the baker’s). 2. n.~ case or word. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L possessions (as 
possess, see -ive)] 

p5ss'et, n. Drink made of hot milk curdled 
■with ale, wine, etc., often flavoured with 
spices etc., formerly much used as remedy 
for colds etc. [ME poshote, orig. unkn.] 

possib'ilist, n. Member of (esp. Spanish 
republican or French socialist) political 
party aiming at those reforms only that 
are immediately practicable, [f. F possi- 
bilisle or Sp,-ista (as possible, see -ist)] 

possibil'itly, n. State, fact, of being pos¬ 
sible, as the —3/ of miracles, cannot by any 
~y be in time, there is no ~y of his coming, 
it is within the range of^y; capability of 
being used, improved, etc.; thing that 
may exist or happen, as what are the 
~ies?, there are three ~ies. [ME, f. OF 

post 

possibilite f. L possibilitatem (possible, 
-ty)]_ 

poss'ible, a. & n. 1. That can exist, be 
done, or happen, as that 'is quite ~, it is 
scarcely ~ to say, it is ~ (that) he knows or 
may know, there are three ~ excuses (that 
may be made), provide against a ~ loss of 
men (that may occur), get all the assistance 
~; come if (it is) ~, come as early as ~ (as 
you can); tolerable to deal with, reason¬ 
able, intelligible, etc., as only one ~ man 
among them, cf. impossible. 2. n. Highest 
— score esp. in rifle practice, as scored a 
~ at 800 yds; ~ candidate, member of 
team, etc. (as in P— s v. Probables, teams 
for football etc. trial match); do one’s ~, 
do all one can (imit. of F faire son ~). 
[ME, f. OF, or f. LL possibilis (posse be 
able, -ble)] 

poss'ibly, adv. In accordance with possi¬ 
bility, as cannot ~ do it, how can I ; 
perhaps, maybe, for all one knows to the 
contrary, [f. prec. + -ly2] 

poss'um, n. (colloq.). = opossum ; play~, 
pretend to be unconscious (from~’s habit 
of feigning death when attacked), [abbr. ] 

post1, n., & v.t. 1. Stout piece of timber 
usu. cylindrical or square & of consider¬ 
able length placed vertically as support in 
building; stake, stout pole, for various 
purposes; bed1, door, goal, king1, lamp, 

sign \ -~; starting, winning, -~, ~ that 
marks starting, finishing, point in race. 
2. Thick compact stratum of sandstone 
etc.; vertical mass of coal left as support 
in mine. 3. v.t. Stick (paper etc., usu. up) 
to ~ or in prominent place, advertise (fact, 
thing, person) by placard; i| (in colleges) 
place in list that is ~ed up the names 
of (unsuccessful students); publish name 
of (ship) as overdue or missing; placard 
(wall etc.) with bills. [OE post f. L postis; 
in ME reinforced by OF post] 

post2, n. & adv. 1. (hist.). One of a series 
of men stationed with horses along roads 
at intervals, the duty of each being to 
ride forward with letters to next stage; 
courier, letter-carrier, mail-cart. 2. || A 
single dispatch of letters, letters so dis¬ 
patched; letters taken from ~-office or 
pillar-box on one occasion, as I missed the 
morning ~; || letters delivered at one 
house on one occasion, as the ~ has come, 
had a heavy ~ today; || official conveyance 
of letters, parcels, etc., as send it by ~; 
GENERAL, PARCEL, PENNY, — ; ~-office Or 
postal letter-box, as take it to the ~; by 
return of ~, (orig.) by same courier who 
brought the dispatch, (now) by next 
mail in opposite direction. 3. (As title of 
newspaper) Evening P~ etc. 4. Sizes 
(about 20x16 in.) & kinds of writing- 
-paper. 5. adv. With ~-horses, express, 
with haste, as ride ~. 6. II ~-6ag, mail- 
-bag; II ~-&oaf, mail-boat, (also) boat con¬ 
veying travellers between certain points; 
II ~-boy, letter-carrier, (also) postilion; 
II ~'cord, card for conveyance by ~ at 



lower rate than closed letter; ~-cliaise 
(-sh-), (hist.) travelling carriage hired 
from stage to stage or drawn by horses so 
hired; II~-/rce, carried free of charge by 
~, or with postage prepaid; ~-haste', n. 
(arch.) & adv., (with) great expedition; 
—horse (kept at inns etc. for use of ~ or 
travellers); ~'man, one who delivers or 
collects letters etc.; ~'mark, (n.) official 
mark stamped on letter, esp. one giving 
place, date, & hour, of dispatch or arrival, 
& serving to cancel stamp, (v.t.) mark 
(envelope etc.) with this; master1, 
official in charge of a ~-office, P~master 
General, minister at head of the postal 
service; mastership, office of ~master; 

mistress, woman in charge of ~-office; 
~-office, public department responsible 
for postal & telecommunication services, 
house or shop where postal business is 
carried on (general P~-Office; office 
order, savings-bank, see save1); ~-paid, 
on which postage has been paid; —town 
(with ~-office, esp. one that is not sub- 
-office of another), [c. 1500, f. F poste 
fem. f. It. f. Rom. ( = med. L) posta = 
posiia fem. p.p. of ponere posit- place] 

post3, v.i. & t. || Travel with relays of 
horses; travel with haste, hurry; || put 
(letter etc.) into post-office or letter-box 
for transmission; (stick) no bills; 
(book-keep.) carry (entry) from auxiliary 
book to more formal one, esp. from day- 
-book or journal to ledger, (also ~ up) 
complete (ledger etc.) thus, (fig., esp. in 
p.p., also ~ up) supply (person) with full 
information, [f. prec. ] 

post *, n., & v.t. 1. Place where soldier is 
stationed, (fig.) place of duty; position 
taken by body of soldiers, force occupy¬ 
ing this; fort. 2. (Also trading—) place 
occupied for purposes of trade esp. in un¬ 
civilized country. 3. Situation, employ¬ 
ment. 4. (Naval, hist.) commission as 
officer in command of vessel of 20 guns or 
more; ||captain, holder of such com¬ 
mission (not of courtesy title or inferior 
command). 5. (mil.). First, last, ~, bugle- 
-call giving notice of hour of retiring for 
night (last ~ also blown at mil. funerals). 
6. v.t. Place, station, (soldiers etc.); 
II (mil., nav.) appoint to a~ or command, 
[f. F poste masc. f. It. posto f. L neut. 
p.p. as post2] 

post-, comb, form of L post after, behind, 
in wds f. L; & as living E prefix, as: 
~ -class'ical, occurring later than the 
classical period of (esp. Greek & Roman) 
language, literature, or art; ~-com- 
mun’ion, part of eucharistic office follow¬ 
ing act of communion; ~-cos'lal, behind 
a rib; —date', (v.t.) affix, assign, a later 
than the actual date to (document, event, 
etc.), (n., ~'-date) such date; ~-diluv'ian, 
a. & n., (person) existing, occurring, after 
the Flood; ~-en'try, late or subsequent 
entry (for race, in book-keeping, etc.); 
~-ea:fI'ian, ^-exil'ic, subsequent to the 

posthumous 

Babylonian exile; ~-fix’, (v.t.) append 
(letters) at end of wTord, (n., ~-fix) suffix; 
■—gla'cial, subsequent to the glacial 
period; —grad’uale, (of course of study) 
carried on after taking first degree; 
~-i.mpre'ssionism, artistic aims & methods 
(so named as a reaction from impression¬ 

ism) directed to expressing rather the 
individual artist’s than the ordinary 
observer’s presumable conception of the 
objects represented; ~'lude, concluding 
voluntary [after prelude] ; ~-millenn’ial, 
of the period following the millennium; 
~-rnillenn'iaiism, doctrine that second 
Advent will follow the millennium, so 
~-miUenn'ialist n.; ~-ndt'al, occurring 
after birth; ~-nup'iial, subsequent to 
marriage; ~-or'al, situated behind the 
mouth; ~-Pli'ocene, of the formation 
immediately overlying the Pliocene; <— 
-post'script (abbr. P.P.S.), a second post¬ 

script ; —Ter'tiary, of the formations 
subsequent to the Tertiary, 

pds'tage, n. Amount charged for carriage 
of letter etc. by post, now usu. prepaid 
by ~ stamp, adhesive label to be affixed, 
or stamp embossed or impressed on 
envelope etc., having specified value. 
[-AGE] 

pos'tal, a. & n. Of the post2 ; ~ orderj(3) ; 
~ union, union of governments of various 
countries for regulation of international 
postage; *(n., also~ card), postcard with 
printed stamp sold by the post-office. 
[F (poste post2, see -AL>] 

posteen', n. Afghan sheepskin greatcoat. 
[Pers. postin] 

pos'ter, n. (Also bill—) one who posts 
bills; placard displayed in public place; 
(rugby ftb.) attempt at goal that passes 
straight over a post, [post1, -er1] 

poste rSstante’ (-tab-, & see Ap.), n. 
Department in post-office in w'hich letters 
are kept till applied for. [F, = letter(s) 
remaining (i.e., at the post-office)] 

poster'ior, a. & n. 1. Later, coming after 
in series, order, or time, so ~ity (-5'r-) n.; 
hinder, whence~ly2 adv., as viewed from 
behind. 2. n. (in sing., or arch, in pi.). 
The buttocks. [L, compar. of posterus 
(post after)] 

poste'rity, n. The descendants of any 
person; all succeeding generations, as 
deserves the gratitude of ~. [ME, f. OF 
poslerite f. L posleritatem. (as prec., see 
-TY)] 

pos'tern, n. (arch.). Back door; side way 
or entrance; (attrib.) ~ door, gate. [ME, 
f. OF posterne, -rle, f. LL posterula dim. f. 
posterus coming after (post)} 

post hoc erg'o prop'tor hoc, L phr. 
(after this, therefore on account of this) 
ridiculing the tendency to confuse se¬ 
quence w'ith consequence, 

post'humous (-tu-), a. (Of child) born 
after death of its father; (of book etc.) 
published after author’s death; occurring 
after death. Hence '~ly 1 adv. [f. L 
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postumus last (post after), in LL posth- by 
assoc, vv. humus ground, + -ous ] 

postiche' (-esh), n. & a. 1. Something 
added after the completion of a work 
(esp. a superfluous or unsuitable addition 
to sculpture or architectural work); (shop) 
coil of false hair, false front. 2. adj. 
Counterfeit, artificial. [F, = false f. It. 
posticcio ] 

postic'ous, a. (hot.). Posterior, hinder. 
[f. L posticus (post behind)-4--ous] 

pos'til, n. (hist.). Marginal note, com¬ 
ment, esp. on text of Scripture; commen¬ 
tary. [ME, f. OF pastille f. med. L postilla 
of unkn. orig. ] 

postil'ion, -llion, (-lyon), n. One who 
rides the near horse of the leaders, or 
near horse when one pair only is used & 
there is no driver on box. [f. F postilion 
f. It. postiglione (post.a post2)] 

postlim'iny, n. (Rom. law) right of 
banished person or captive to resume 
civic privileges on return; (internat. 
law) restoration to their former state of 
persons & tilings taken in war, when they 
come again into the power of the nation 
they belonged to. [f. L post{liminium f. 
limen -minis threshold)] 

pSst'master1 (-mah-), n. See post2. 

II pSst'master2 (-mah-), n. Scholar of 
Merton College, Oxford. Hence ~ship n. 

post merld'iStn, adv. (usu. abbr. p.m., 
pr. pe 6m). After midday, as 3.30 p.m. 
[L] 

post iiioi i'rm, adv., p5st-mort'em, a. 
& n. After death; (examination) made 
after death; (colloq.) subsequent dis¬ 
cussion of (esp. card) game. [L] 

post-Ob'It, a. & n. 1. Taking effect after 
death. 2. n. Bond securing to lender a 
sum to be paid on death of specified person 
from whom borrower has expectations. 
[f. L post after +obitus -iis decease f. 
ou(ire go) die] 

postpone' (or po-), v.t. & i. Put off, defer; 
treat (thing) as inferior in importance (to 
another); (intr., path., of ague etc.) be 
later in coming on. Hence ~ment (-nm-) 
n. [f. L post (ponere posit-place)] 

pSstposi'tion (-z-), n. Particle, word, 
placed after another, usu. as enclitic, (e.g. 
-wards). Hence ~al, pSstpos'ItivE, aa., 
(-z-). [as prec., see-ion] 

postpran'dial, a. (usu. joe.). After-lunch 
or -dinner, as ~ nap, oratory, eloquence, [f. 
POST- +L prandium lunch + -AL] 

pSst'scrlpt (or posk-), n. (abbr. P.S.). 
Additional paragraph esp. at end of lettei 
after signature; II talk at the end of some 
B.B.C. news bulletins, [f. L postscriptum 
neut. p.p. of post(scribere write)] 

pos'tulant, n. Candidate esp. for ad¬ 
mission into religious order. [F (as foil., 
see -ant)] 

pos'tulate1, n. Thing claimed or assumed 
as basis of reasoning, fundamental condi¬ 
tion; prerequisite; (geom.) claim to take 
for granted the possibility of simple 
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operation, e.g. of drawing straight line 
between any two points, [as foil., see -ate 2 ] 

pos'tuilate2, v.t. & i. Demand, require 
as a necessary condition, claim, take for 
granted (thing, that, to do); stipulate for; 
(eccl. law) nominate or elect subject to 
superior sanction. So ~a'tion, ~atOR, 
nil. [f. L postulare demand, -ate3] 

pos'tur|e, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Carriage, 
attitude of body or mind; condition, 
state, (of affairs etc.); ~e-maker, acrobat, 
contortionist; ~e-m.astcr, teacher of 
callisthenics. 2. vb. Dispose the limbs of 
(person) in particular way; assume ~e 
(lit. & fig.). Hence ~al a., ~er1 n. [F, f. 
It. -ura f. L posltura (ponere posit- place, 
see -thus)] 

pos'y (-/,-), n. (arch.). Short motto, line 
of verse etc., inscribed within ring (-— 
-ring) etc.; nosegay. [= poesy] 

pot 1,n. 1. Rouuded vessel of earthenware, 
metal, or glass, for holding liquids or 
solids, as flower, glue, ink, jam, WATER2mjr, 
-~; such vessel for cooking; drinking- 
-vessel of pewter etc.; contents of ~, as a 
~ of porter, honey, coffee-~ ; tea~ ; (also, 
childish, po) = chamber—; = flower-~ ; 
vessel, usu. of silver, as prize in athletic 
sports, (si.) any prize in these. 2. ~ paper 
or~ (also poll), writing or printing paper 
15i in. x 12 j, named from the orig. water¬ 
mark of a 3. LOBSTER-- ; CHIMNEY-. 
4. Large sum, asmo.de or~s of money; 
(racing si.) large sum staked or betted, 
as put the ~ on, || (also) favourite. 5. Big 
~, important person; the ~ calls the kettle 
black, person blames another for fault he 
too has; go to ~ (vulg.), be ruined or de¬ 
stroyed ; make the ~ boil, make a living; 
keep the ~ boiling, make a living, keep 
anything going briskly; watched ~ never 
boils (proverb against worrying). 6,~-ale, 
completely fermented wash in distilla¬ 
tion; ~-bally, (person with) protuberant 
belly; ~-boiler, work of literature or art 
done merely to make a living, writer or 
artist who does this; —bound, (of plant) 
whose roots fill flower-~ & want room to 
expand (also fig.); —boy, ~'man, publi¬ 
can’s assistant; ~ hat, bowler; ~-herb, 
any of those grown in kitchen-garden; 
~-hole, (geol.) deep cylindrical hole worn 
in rock, depression in road surface caused 
by traflic etc.; <—hook, over fireplace 
for hanging ~ etc. on or for lifting hot 
curved stroke iu handwriting esp. as 
made in learning to write (cf. hanger2); 

~-house, (derog.) public house; —hunter, 
sportsman who shoots anything he comes 
across, || person who takes part in contest 
merely for sake of prize, so <—hunting n. 
& a.; ~ lead, black-lead esp. as used for 
hull of racing-yacht; ~ luck, whatever is 
to be had for a meal, as come & take ~ luck 
with us; —metal, stained glass coloured 
in melting-~ so that the colour pervades 
the whole; ~-roast, (n.) piece of meat 
cooked by braising, (v.t.) braise; ~-s/to(, 
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shot taken at game merely to provide a 
meal, shot aimed at animal etc. within 
easy reach, random shot; —-still, kind of 
still2 (opp. valent still) in which heat is 
applied directly & not by steam-jacket; 

stone, granular variety of soapstone; 
valiant, valiant because drunk, so ~ 

valour-, —’wall(op)er, householder voter 
(before 1832), (naut., —-walloper) cook’s 
assistant [f. ivall(op) boil]. Hence ~'ful 
n. [late 015 pott, corresp. to OFris., MDu., 
MLG pot, Icel. poltr; in ME reinforced by 
OF pot f. Rom. *pottus] 

pot2, v.t. & i. (-tt-). Place (butter, fish, 
minced meat, etc., usu. salted or seasoned) 
in pot or other vessel to preserve it (esp. 
in p.p., as —ted ham); plant (plant) in pot; 
(billiards) pocket; abridge, epitomize; 
bag (game), kill (animal) by pot-shot; 
(intr.) shoot (at, or abs.); seize, secure, 
[f. prec.] 

pot'able, a. & n. (usu. joc.). Drinkable; 
(n. pi.) drinkables. [F, f. LL potabilis 
(potare drink, sec -isle)] 

potam'ic, a. Of rivers. So potamoL'OGY 
n. [f. Gk potamos river + -ic] 

pot'ash, (arch.) potass' (or p8t£), n. An 
alkaline substance, crude form of po¬ 
tassium carbonate, orig. got by lixiviating 
vegetable ashes & evaporating the solu¬ 
tion in iron pots; caustic—, hydroxide or 
hydrate of potassium; permanganate of 
— ; ~-water, an aerated drink. [17th c. 
pot-ashes, f. Du. pol-asschen] 

potass'lum, n. Soft white metallic ele¬ 
ment, one of the alkali metals, used 
mainly in compounds; ~ cyanide, white 
soluble crystalline salt, extremely poison¬ 
ous; ~ permanganate. Hence potass'ic 
a. [-ium ] 

pota'tion, n. Drinking; (usu. pi.) tippling; 
draught. So pot'atORY a. [ME, f. OF, f. 
L potationem (potare drink, see -ation)] 

potat'o, n. (pi. —es). Plant with farina¬ 
ceous tubers used for food; its tuber; 
sweet, Spanish, —, tropical plant with 
tuberous roots used for food; ~es <£• 
point 1; —ring, Irish (usu. silver) ring used 
as stand for bowl etc. [f. Sp. palata var. 
of native Amer. uatata] 

poteen', -theen', n. Irish whiskey from 
illicit still, [f. Ir. poitin dim. of pota pot] 

p5t'|ent, a. (Chiefly poet, or rhet.) power¬ 
ful, mighty; (of reasons etc.) cogent; (of 
drugs etc.) strong. Hence or eogn.~ENCE, 
~ency, nn., ~entLY2 adv. [f. L polens 
part, of posse be able] 

pot'entate, n. Monarch, ruler. [ME, f. L 
potentatus -us (as prec., see - ate1)] 

poten'tial (-shl), a. & n. 1. Capable of 
coming into being or action, latent; (med.) 
~ cautery, corrosive (agent producing 
same effect on skin as an actual one); 
(gram.) ~ mood, subjunctive expressing 
possibility; (electr.) ~ difference, differ¬ 
ence in electric ~, usu. expressed in volts, 
between two separate bodies or points on 
a conductor, being properly the work 
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done when a unit charge is moved from 
one to the other; ~ energy (existing in ~ 
form, not as motion); (rare) powerful. 2. 
n. ~ mood; (electr.) degree of electrifica¬ 
tion, electrical pressure; possibility, as 
reached its highest —; possible resources. 
Hence or cogn. ~ity (-shiftl-) n., ~ly2 

(-sha-) adv. [f. LL potentialis (potentia, 
as potent, see -al)] 

poten'tialize (-sha-), -ise (-iz), v.t. Make 
potential; convert (energy) into potential 

condition, [-ize] 

poten'tiate (-sin-), v.t. Endow with pow¬ 
er; make possible, [f. L as foil. +-ate3] 

potentiom'eter (-shi-), n. Instrument for 
measuring or adjusting electrical poten¬ 
tial. [f. L potentia power (potent) + -o- -t- 
-meter] 

potheen. See poteen. 

poth'er (p6dh-, pudh-), n., & v.t. & i. 
Choking smoke or cloud of dust; noise, 
din; verbal commotion, as made a — 
about it; display of sorrow; (v.t.) fluster, 
worry; (v.i.) make a fuss. [orig. obsc.; 
17th c. also pudder; alleged identity w. 
powder is phonetically untenable] 

po'tion, n. Dose, draught, of liquid 
medicine or of poison. [ME, f. OF, f. L 
potionem (potus drunk, see -ion)] 

pdt'l&tch, -lach(e), n. Tribal feast of N.- 
-Amer. Indians given by aspirant to chief- 
ship. [native] 

pot-pourri(popdbre'), n. Mixture of dried 
petals & spices kept in jar for its perfume; 
musical or literary medley. [F, lit. rotten 
pot] 

II pot'sherd, n. Broken piece of earthen¬ 
ware. [pot 1 + sherd ] 

pott, n. Var. of pot1 as applied to paper. 
II pott'age, n. (arch.). Soup, stew; (fig.) 
mess1 of —. [ME, f. OF potage (pott¬ 

age)] 

pott'er', n. Maker of earthenware vessels; 
—’s wheel, horizontal revolving disc in 
~’s lathe (machine for moulding clay); 
—’s asthma, bronchitis, etc. (caused by 
dust in the pottery industry), [late OE 
pottere (pot'-H-er1)] 

pott'er2, v.i. & t. Work in feeble or desul¬ 
tory manner (at, in, subject or occupa¬ 
tion); dawdle, loiter, (about etc.); trifle 
away (one’s time etc.). Hence ^er1 n. 
[f. dial, pote push, OE potian, +-ER5] 

pott'erjy, n. Earthenware; potter’s work 
or workshop; II the P—ies, district in N. 
Staffordshire, seat of ~y industry. [15th 
c., f. OF poterie (pot1, -ery)] 

pot'tle, n. || (Arch.) measure for liquids, 
half gallon, pot etc. containing thus; small 
wicker or chip basket for strawberries etc. 
[ME & OF potel (pot1, see -le)] 

pott'o, n. (pi. —s). W.-Afr. lemur; kinka- 
jou. [native] 

pott'y, a. (si.). Insignificant, trivial, 
(often ~ little; — little State, details; — 
questions in examination paper, easy to 
answer); foolish, crazy, mad about (some¬ 
one or something), [orig. unkn. ] 

952 
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pouch1, n. Small bag or detachable out¬ 
side pocket; (arch.) purse; soldier’s 
leathern ammunition bag; bag-like 
receptacle of marsupials etc.; bag-like 
cavity, esp. seed-vessel, in plant. Hence 
~bd2 (-cht),Y2, aa. [ME, f. ONF pouche 
= OF poche poke1) 

pouch2, v.t. & i. Put into pouch; take 
possession of, pocket; II (si.) give money 
to, tip; make (part of dress) hang like 
pouch, (intr., of such part) hang thus. [f. 
prec. ] 

poudrette' (poo-), n. Manure of night- 
-soil mixed with charcoal etc. [F, dim. of 
poudre powder] 

pouf(fe) (poof), n. Woman’s high roll or 
pad of hair; large cushion used as low 
seat ; soft stuffed couch. [F] 

poulp(e) (poo-), n. Octopus or other 
ceplialopod. [F (-pe), as polypus] 

poult (polt), n. Young of domestic fowl, 
turkey, pheasant, etc. [ME, contr. f. 
PULLET] 

pouli-tle-soie (poddeswah'), n. Fine 
corded (now usu. coloured) silk. [F] 

poul'terer (pol-), n. Dealer in poultry, [f. 
ME poulter (still in City Company’s 
name) f. OF pouletier (as pullet, see -er2) 
+ -ER1] 

poul'tice (pol-), n., & v.t. 1. Soft mass of 
bread, linseed, etc., usu. made with boiling 
water & spread on muslin etc. & applied 
to sore or inflamed part. 2. v.t. Apply 
~ to. [ult. f. L puls -Itis thick pap etc.] 

poul'try (pol-), n. Domestic fowls, e.g. 
barn-door fowls, ducks, geese, turkeys. 
[ME, f. OF poulelrie (as pullet, see -ery)] 

pounce1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Claw, talon, of 
bird of prey; pouncing, sudden swoop, 
esp. make a ~. 2. v.t. Swoop down upon 
& seize; (v.i.) make sudden attack upon, 
(fig.) seize eagerly upon (blunder etc.). 
[pounce & punch app. shortened f. ponson, 
ponchon; see punch1, puncheon1] 

pounce2, n., & v.t. 1. Fine powder used 
to prevent ink from spreading on unsized 
paper etc.; powdered charcoal etc. dusted 
over perforated pattern to transfer 
design to object beneath. 2. v.t. Smooth 
(paper, surface of hat, etc.) with pumice 
or ~, transfer (design) by use of ~, dust 
(pattern) with ~. [(vb f. F ponccr) f. F 
ponce pumice ] 

poun'cet-box, n. (arch.). Small box with 
perforated lid for perfumes, [in Shake¬ 
speare ; f. prec., hist, unexpl.] 

pound1, n., & v.i. 1. (Abbr. lb. — L libra) 
measure of weight, 16 oz avoirdupois, 
12 oz Troy; — of flesh (see Shak. Merchant 
of Venice, IV. i), (fig.) any legal but uncon¬ 
scionable demand; (also ~sterling) a money 
of account, 20 shillings, formerly repre¬ 
sented by gold sovereign, as five ~s 
(■written £5 or 51.), five ~ ten (shillings); 
(hist.) ~ Scots, Is. 8d.; pay 5s. in the ~ 
(for each ~ owing); penny wise & ~ 
foolish; ~, ftve-~, note, bank-note for one 

five ~s; —cake, rich cake containing 
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a ~ (or equal weight) of each of chief 
ingredients; ~-da.y (on which a charity 
etc. receives contributions from all comers 
of a ~ of anything, e.g. £1, lib. of tea, 
etc.). 2. v.i. || Test the weight of coins 
by weighing the number that ought to 
weigh a ~. [OE pund, = OS, ON, Goth. 
pund, OHG pfunt f. WG f. L pondo, orig. 
instr. abl. of L porulus -eris weight] 

pound2, n., & v.t. 1. Enclosure for deten¬ 
tion of stray cattle or of distrained cattle 
or goods till redeemed; enclosure for 
animals; (fig.) place of confinement, 
(hunt.) difficult position; ~-Zoc/c (with 
two gates, opp. flash-lock with one). 2. 
v.t. Shut (cattle etc., often up) in ~; 
(hunt.) ~ the field, (of barrier) be im¬ 
passable, (of rider) clear fence that others 
cannot. [ME, f. OE *pund (in pundfald, 
cf. PINFOLD); cf. POND] 

pound3, v.t. & i. Crush, bruise, as with 
pestle; thump, pummel, with fists etc.; 
knock, beat, (thing to pieces, into a jelly, 
etc.); deliver heavy blows, fire heavy 
shot, [at, on, away at); walk, run, ride, 
make one’s way, heavily (along etc.). 
[OE punian f. WG *pun- whence Du. 
puin rubbish, LG pun chips of stone] 

poun'dage, n. Commission, fee, of so 
much per pound sterling; percentage of 
total earnings of a business, paid as wages; 
payment of so much per pound weight; 
charge on postal order etc.; tonnage & 
~. [-age] 

poun'der1, n. In vbl senses, esp. instru¬ 
ment for pounding with or in, pestle, 
mortar. [pound3 + -erx] 

poun'der2, n. Thing that, gun carrying 
shell that, weighs a pound or (—) so many 
pounds, as a three—-; (-~) thing worth, 
person possessing, so many pounds 
sterling, [pound1, -er1] 

pour (pbr), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Cause (liquid, 
granular substance, light, etc.) to flow, 
discharge copiously, as ~ hot water over 
it, ~ out the tea, river ~s itself into the 
sea; ~ oil upon troubled waters, (fig.) calm 
disturbance with soothing words etc.; 
~ cold water on, (fig.) discourage (person, 
zeal, plan); discharge (missiles, crowd 
from building, etc., often forth, out) 
copiously or in rapid succession; send 
forth or out (words, music, etc.); (intr., of 
liquids etc.) flow (usu. forth, out, down) in 
stream, (of rain) descend heavily, whence 
~'ing2 (pof-) a.; it never rains but it ~s, 

(fig.) events esp. misfortunes always come 
together; (fig.) come in, out, etc., abund¬ 
antly, as letters ~ in from all quarters. 
2. n. Heavy fall of rain, downpour; 
(found.) amount of molten metal etc. 
~ed at a time. [ME poure, of unkn. orig. ] 

pourboire (poorbwahr'), n. Gratuity, 
tip. [F, =pour boire(money) for drinking] 

pourparler (poor'pfTrla'), n. (usu. in pi.). 
Informal discussion preliminary to nego¬ 
tiation. [F] 

pour'point (poor-), pur-, n. (hist.). 
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Stuffed & quilted doublet. [ME, f. OF 
p.p. of pourpoindre perforate (pour pro- 

for par pee- +poindre prick f. L pungere)] 
poussette' (poo-), v.i., & n. Dance round 

one another with hands joined, as two 
couples in country dance; (n.) this action. 
[F, dim. of povsse push J 

pon sio (poo), n. Standing-place, basis of 
operation, fulcrum. [Gk pou sto where 
I may stand] 

pout1, n. Kinds of fish, as whiting, eel, 
horn, [OE *puta in eeleputa, — MDu. 
puyt(e), Du. puilaal, G aalpulte, app. f. 
WG *put- inflate] 

pout2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Protrude (lips), 
protrude lips, (of lips) protrude, esp. as 
sign of (mock) displeasure, whence 
~'ingLY2 adv. 2. n. Such protrusion; in 
the ~s, sulky. [ME, of obsc. hist.; perh. 
cogn. w. WG *put- (prec.)] 

pout'er, n. In vbl senses, esp.: kind of 
pigeon with great power of inflating crop; 
(also whiting-pout) kind of fish. [-ER1] 

pov'erty, n. Indigence, want; scarcity, 
deficiency, (of); deficiency in (a property); 
inferiority, poorness, meanness; ~- 
-stricken, poor, esp. fig., as a ~-stricken 
language. [ME, f. OF poverte f. L pauper- 
talem (as paufer, see -ty)] 

powd'er, n., & v.t. 1. Mass of dry particles 
or granules, dust; medicine in the form 
of ~ ; cosmetic ~ applied to face, skin, or 
hair; = gun~, as smell of ~, experience 
of fighting, food for ~ ; not worth ~ and 
shot, not worth shooting, or fighting or 
striving for. 2. v.t. Sprinkle ~ upon, 
cover (with~ etc.); apply ~ to (nose, hair, 
or abs. in same sense); decorate (sur¬ 
face) with spots or small figures; (esp. in 
p.p.) reduce to ~ (~ed sugar). 3. ~ blue, 
~ed smalt esp. for use in laundry, deep 
blue colour of this (also attrib.); —down, 
down-feathers found in definite patches 
on some birds; ~-flask (hist.), case for 
carrying gun~; —horn (hist.), ~-flask 
orig. & esp. of horn; ~-magazine, place 
where gun~ is stored; monkey (hist.), 
boy employed on board ship to carry ~ 
to guns; ~-puff, soft pad usu. of down for 
applying ~ to skin; ~(ing)-room, ladies’ 
cloakroom. Hence ~Iness n., ~Y2 a. 
[ME & OF poudre, ult,. f. L pulvis -eris] 

pow'er, n., & v.t. 1. Ability to do or act, 
as will do all inmy~, has the~ of changing 
its colour; particular faculty of body or 
mind, as taxes his ~s to the utmost, man of 
varied ~s. 2. Vigour, energy, as more ~ to 
your elbow! (formula of encouragement or 
approval). 3. Active property, as has a 
high heating ~. 4. Government, influence, 
authority, (over); in one’s ~, under one’s 
control; personal ascendancy (over); 
political ascendancy, as the parly now in 

5. Authorization, delegated autho¬ 
rity, as a bill to extend <& define their ~s; 
~ of attorney2. 6. Influential person, 
body, or thing, as the press had not become 
o~ in the Slate; the~s that be, constituted 

authorities; State having international 
influence. 7. Deity, as merciful ~s!; sixth 
order 1 of angels. 8. (vulg.). Large num¬ 
ber or amount, as saw a ~ of people, did a 
~ of work. 9. (math.). Third, tenth, etc.,~ 
of a number, product obtained by multi¬ 
plying the number into itself three, ten, 
etc., times, as the third~ of 2 is 8. 10. In¬ 
strument for applying energy to mechan¬ 
ical purposes, esp. the mechanical ~s, the 
simple machines. 11. Mechanical energy 
as opp. to hand-labour, esp. attrib., as 
~-lathe, -loom, -mill; •—station (in which 
electric ~ is generated for distribution). 
12. Capacity for exerting mechanical 
force, esp. horse1—, whence (-)~ED2 

(-erd) a. 13. Magnifying capacity of lens. 
14. '—dive n. & v.i., (of aircraft) dive 
without shutting off engine(s); ~ politics, 
diplomacy hacked by (the threat of) force. 
15. v.t. Supply (vehicle, vessel, etc.) with 
~ (esp. of engine). [ME & AF po'er (vb 
inf. as n.) f. Rom. *potere — L posse be 
able (potis)] 

pow'erful, a. Having great (physical or 
other) power or influence as ~ grasp, 
horse, mind, ally, book, speech, odour. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME;-ful] 

pow'eriess, a. Without power; wholly 
unable (to help etc.). Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~NESSn. [-LESS] 

pow'wow, pawaw', n., powwow', v.i. 
& t. 1. N.-Amer.-Indian medicine-man or 
sorcerer; magic ceremonial, conference, 
of N.-Amer. Indians; ’political or other 
meeting; II (si.) conference of officers 
during army manoeuvres etc. 2. v.i. Prac¬ 
tise medicine or sorcery, hold a~, ’confer, 
discuss, (about etc.); (v.t.) doctor, treat 
with magic, [f. native powwaw, powah] 

pox, n. Syphilis (colloq.); chicken—; 
cowpox ; small-~. [alt. sp. of POCKS] 

pozz(u)olana (pdtsolah'na, -tswo-), n. 

Volcanic ash found near Pozzuoli, much 
used for hydraulic cement. [It. ] 

praam. See pram 1. 
prac'ticlable, a. That can be done, feas¬ 
ible ; (of road, passage, ford) that can be 
used or traversed; (theatr., of windows 
etc.) real, that can be used as such. Hence 
~aBiL'iTY, ~ableNESS, nn., ~abLY2 adv. 
[f. F praticablc(pratiquerYRAcnsE, -able)] 

prac'tical, a. Of, concerned with, shown 
in, practice (cf. theoretical), as ~ agri¬ 
culture, philosophy; ~ joke1; available, 
useful, in practice; engaged in practice, 
practising; inclined to action rather 
than speculation, as does not appeal to ~ 
minds; (derog.) unimaginative; that is 
such in effect though not nominally, 
virtual, as a ~ atheist, has ~ control; 
feasible (~ politics). Hence ~ity (-al1), 
~NESS, nn. [f. arch, praclic n. & a. f. obs. 
Fpractique f. LL f. Gk praktikos-f-AL] 

prac'tically, adv. In a practical manner; 
virtually, almost, (~ nothing). [-LY2] 

prac'tice, n. 1. Habitual action or carry¬ 
ing on, as the ~ of ad vertising, makes a~of 
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cheating-, method of legal procedure; 
habit, custom, (has been the regular ~). 
2. Repeated exercise in an art, handicraft, 
etc., as ~ makes perfect; in, out of, ~ 
(lately, not lately, practised in thing); is 
good ~ (improves skill); spell of this (ball, 
target, ~). 3. Professional work, business, 
or connexion, of lawyer or doctor, as has 
a large~, sold his~. 4. (arch.). Scheming, 
(usu. underhand) contrivance, artifice, 
(esp. in ph, & cf. sharp1 ~). 5. (arith.). 
Mode of finding value of given number 
of articles, or of quantity of commodity 
at given price, when quantity or price or 
both are in several denominations. 6. In 
~, in the realm of action, as quite useless, 
ivould never work, in~ ; put (plan, method) 
in(to) ~, carry it out. [ME, earlier practize 
app. f. practise, replacing earlier practic 
(as PRACTICAL)] 

practi'cian (-shn), n. Worker, practi¬ 
tioner. [f. obs. F practicien f. med. L 
practica (as practical, see -iclan)] 

prac'tis|e, v.t. & i. Perform habitually, 
carry out in action, as ~e the same method, 
~e what you preach-, exercise, pursue, 
(profession; ~ing doctor, barrister, etc., 
engaged in actual practice, not retired 
nor merely qualified); exercise oneself in 
or on (art, instrument, or abs.), as ~e the 
flute, the piano, music, running-, exercise 
(person, oneself, in action or subject), 
whence ~ed1 (-st) a.; (arch.) scheme, 
contrive, as when first we ~e to deceive-, 
r~e (up)on, impose upon, take advantage 
of, (person, his credulity etc.). [ME, f. OF 
pra(c)liser, -tiquer, or med. L pra(c)tizare 
alt. f. -care (as practical)] 

practitioner (-sho-), n. Professional or 
practical worker, esp. in medicine; 
general ~ (in both medicine & surgery; 
abbr. G.P.), opp. consultant, specialist, 
etc.), [irreg. f. practician+-ER1] 

prae-, pref., the L form of pre-, kept only 
in a few wds. 

praecS'cial (-shal), a. (Of birds) whose 
young can feed themselves as soon as 
hatched, [as precocious, see -al] 

praemiinir'e, n. (law). Writ charging 
sheriff to summon person accused of 
asserting or maintaining papal jurisdic¬ 
tion in England; Statute of ~ (of 16th 
Richard II, on which tho writ is based), 
[med. L, for L YRKE(monere warn), the wds 
~ facias warn (so-&-so to appear) occur¬ 
ring in the writ ] 

praenom'Sn, n. (Rom. ant.). First or 
personal name (e.g. Marcus Tullius 
Cicero), [prae-, cf. cognomen] 

|| praepos'tor, pre-, (prip-), n. (pub. 
school). = prefect, monitor, [syncop. f. 
praepositor f. L PRAii(portcrc posit- place) 
set over, see-or; irreg. altered f. Lp.p. -fits] 

praet'or, n. (Rom. hist.). (Orig.) Roman 
consul as leader of army; (later) annually 
elected magistrate performing some 
duties of consul. Hence praetdr'iAL a., 
<~ship n. [L, f. PRAE(ire it- go)] 

praetdr'ian, pre-, (prit-), a. & n. 1. Of 
a praetor; of the bodyguard of Roman 
general or emperor. 2. n. Man of ~ rank, 
soldier of ~ guard, [f. L praetorianus (as 
prec., see -an)] 

pragmat'lic(al), aa. Meddlesome; dog¬ 
matic ; of pragmatism; (~ic) treating facts 
of history with reference to their practical 
lessons; (~ic) of the affairs of a State 
(~ic sanction, imperial or royal ordinance 
issued as fundamental law, esp. that of 
Charles VI in 1724 settling Austrian suc¬ 
cession). Hence ~ical'iTY n., ~icali,Y2 
adv. [f. L f. Gk pragmatikos (pragma 
-malos deed), -ic, -al] 

prag'mat|ism, n. Officiousness; pedan¬ 
try; matter-of-fact treatment of things; 
(philos.) doctrine that estimates any 
assertion solely by its practical bearing 
upon human interests. So ~IST n., 
~is'tic a. [f. Gk pragma, see prec. & -ISM] 

prag'matize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Represent as 
real; rationalize (myth), [as prec., see 
-ize ] 

prair'ie, n. Large treeless tract of level or 
undulating grass-land; ~-chicken, -hen, 
N.-Amer. kind of grouse; ~-dog, N.- 
-Amer. rodent with bark like dog’s; ~ 
oyster, raw ogg swallowed whole; *— 
•schooner, early emigrant’s white-tilted 
wagon used in crossing the ~s. [F, f. 
Rom. *prataria (L pratum meadow, see 
-ARY1)] 

praise (-z), v.t., & n. 1. Express warm 
approbation of, commend tho merits of, 
(person, thing); glorify, extol the attri¬ 
butes of, (God etc.). 2. n. Praising, com¬ 
mendation, as won high ~, was loud in his 
~s. Hence ~'ful a., ~'fulNESS n., (-zf-). 
[ME, f. OF preisier price, prize, praise, f. 
LL preciare, pret-, f. L pretium price ; see 
prize ] 

praise'worthly (praz'wdldhi), a. Worthy 
of praise, commendable, (often patroniz¬ 
ing). Hence ~ily2 adv., ~Ixess n. 

Pra'krit (prah-), n. Any of the dialects of 
N. & Central India existing alongside of 
or growing out of Sanskrit, [f. Skr. 
prakrla unrefined] 

pra'line (prah-), n. Sweet made by 
browning nuts in boiling sugar. [F 
(Praslin, surname)] 

pram1,praam, (prahm),n. Flat-bottomed 
boat used in Baltic etc. for shipping cargo 
etc.; flat-bottomed boat mounted with 
guns; Scandinavian ship’s boat corresp. 
to dinghy, [f. MDu., MLG prame, f. Slav.] 

pram2, n. (colloq.). || Perambulator; 
milkman’s handcart, [abbr. of peram¬ 
bulator] 

pranc|e (-ah-), v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Of horse) 
rise by springing from hind legs; cause 
(horse) to do this; (fig.) walk, behave, in 
elated or arrogant manner. -'2. n. ~ing, 
~ing movement. [ME, of obsc. orig.; 
cf. syn. (obs.) prank (c. 1500)] 

pran'dial, a. (joc.). Of dinner, [f. L 
prandium lunch, see -al] 
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II prang, v.t. (R.A.F. si.). Bomb (target) 
successfully; crash (aircraft), [irnit.) 

prank1, u. Mad frolic, practical joke; (fig., 
of machinery etc.) erratic action. Hence 

~/ish1, aa., ~'lshNESs n. [c. 1525; 
goes w. obs. prank vb play tricks; orig. 
unkn. ] 

prank2, v.t. & i. Dress, deck, (person, 
oneself, thing, often out); adorn, spangle, 
(field with flowers etc.); (v.i.) show one¬ 
self off. [c. 1550; cogn. w. Du. pronken 
strut, parade, G prunken, & obs. E adj. 
prank, smart, showy; cf. prink] 

prase (-z), n. Kind of leek-green trans¬ 
lucent quartz. [F, f. L f. Gk prasios leek- 
-green (prason leek); earlier also as L ] 

prat|e, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Chatter; talk too 
much; blab; tell, say, (thing) in ~ing 
manner. 2. n. ~ing, idle talk. Hence 
<~'er1 n., ~'ing2 a. [ME, f. MDu., MLG 
praten] 

II prat'ies (-tiz), n. (Anglo-Ir. colloq.). 
Potatoes, [corrupt.] 

prat'incole (-ngk ), n. Bird like swallow in 
appearance & habits, & allied to plover, 
[f. L pratummeadow + incolainhabitant] 

pr&t'ique (-Ik, or pratek'), n. Licence to 
hold intercourse with port, granted to 
ship after quarantine or on showing clean 
bill of health. [F, = practice, intercourse] 

prat'tle, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Talk in childish 
or artless fashion; say (thing) thus. 
2. n. Childish chatter, small talk. Hence 
pratt'lER1 n., pratt'liNG2 a. [f. MLG 
pratelen; see prate, -le(3)] 

prav'ity, n. (rare). Depravity; II badness, 
corruptness, (of food etc.), [f. L pravitas 
(pravus crooked, bad, see -ty)] 

prawn, n., & v.i. Marine crustacean like 
large shrimp; (v.i.) fish for~s,so~TNG1 n. 
[ME pra(y)ne, of unkn. orig. ] 

prax'ls, n. Accepted practice, custom; 
(gram.) set of examples for practice. [Gk, 
= doing, f. prasso do 

pray, v.t. & i. Make devout supplication 
to (God, object of worship); beseech 
earnestly (God, person, for thing, to do, 
that); ask earnestly for (permission etc.); 
engage in prayer, make entreaty, (to God, 
to person, for thing, for or on behalf of 
person, to do, that); ~ (I beg you to) 
consider etc.; ichat is the use of that, ~ 
(tell me)?; ~ in aid of (arch.; in adv., 
not prep.), summon to one’s support. 
[ME, f. OF preier f. LL precare (L -ri)] 

prayer1 (prar), n. Solemn request to God 
or object of worship; formula used in 
praying, e.g. lord’s ~; form of divine 
service consisting largely of ~s, as morn¬ 
ing ~, evening ~, family ~s; action, prac¬ 
tice, of praying; entreaty to a person; 
thing prayed for; —book, book of forms 
of ~, esp. Book of Common P~, public 
liturgy of Church of England; ~ -meeting, 
religious meeting at which several persons 
offer ~; ~-wheel, revolving cylindrical 

pre¬ 

box inscribed with or containing ~s, 
used esp. by Buddhists of Tibet. Hence 
~'eul (-arf-), ~'less (-arl-), aa., ~'fulLY2, 
~'lessLY2, adw., ~'fulNESs, ~'lessNESS, 

nn. [ME & OF preiere f. med. L precaria 
fem. sing. (orig. neut. pi.) adj. as n. (as 
PRECARIOUS) ] 

pray'er2, n. One who prays, [-er1] 
pre-, pref., = med. L pre-, L prae-, before 
(in time, place, order, degree, or im¬ 
portance). Occurs not only in wds of L 
orig., but is (freely) used as a living prefix 
with E wds, only the more important of 
which are given in their alphabetical 
place. In secondary wds such as those here 
classified, the pron. is (pre-) & the hyphen 
is usu. written. 1. Vbs & vbl nn. w. sense 
‘ do, doing, thing done, beforehand’, as: 
~ -acquaint’; ~-admi'ssion; ~-admon’ish, 
~-admoni'tion; ~-advise'; ~-announce- 
(ment); <■—appoint'(ment)-, ~-arrangeL 
\ment); II —avd'ience, right (of lawyer at 
Bar) to be heard before another; <—calL 
culable, ~-cal'culale, ~-calcula'tion; ~- 
-compose'; ~-concert’; ~-condemn’; ~- 
-condi'tion, prior condition, one that 
must be fulfilled beforehand; ~-consid'er, 
~-cov,sidera'tion; ~-contract' v.i., ~- 
-con’tract n.; ~decease', (v.t.) die before 
(person), (n.) such death; ~ define’; ~- 
digest', render food easily digestible before 
introduction into stomach (also fig.), ~- 
dige'stion, this process; ~doom' v.t. 

elect'. ~-elec'tion (see also in 2); ~- 
-engage’iment)-, ~-estab'lish; ~-es'timale 
v.t., -—es'timate n.; ~-exisi' v.i., ~-exisi 
tence n., so ~-exis'tent a.; ~-in'd'icate; 
~-in'timate v.t.; ~lim'it v.t.; 
motion given beforehand, esp. divine act 
as determining the will of the creature; 

<■—ordain', appoint beforehand, fore¬ 
ordain; —’percep'tion. 2. Adjj. & nn. w. 
sense ‘ (person etc.) existing, dating from, 
before the time of — ’, as: ~-adam'ic a., 
~ad'amite n. &a., (ono of supposed race) 
existing before the time of Adam; 
r^-Chris'tian, before Christ(ianity); ~- 
-class'ical, before the classical age (usu. of 
Greek & Roman literature); ~-con'queror, 
~ -con'quest, before the Norman con¬ 
quest; ~-con'scious, antecedent to con¬ 
sciousness ; ~-elec'tion, (of acts, promises) 
done, given, before election; ~-exll'ian, 
~-exil’ic, before (usu. the Babylonian) 
exile; ~gld'cial, before the glacial period; 
~-hum'an, existing before man existed; 
'—millenn'ialiism), (belief that Christ’s 
Second Advent will occur) before the 
millennium, so ~-millenar'ian, 
lenn'ialist; —nat’at, existing, occurring, 
before birth; ~-pran'dial, before-dinner; 
~-scientif' ic, before the rise of modern 
science; ~-Miar' adj. (as ~-war prices) 
& (vulg.) adv. (as that happened ~-war), 
before the war. 3. Adjj., chiefly anat. 
& zool., w. sense ‘situated in front of 

For other words in pre- see pee-. 
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as: ~-cord'ial, in front of or about the 
heart; ~-cos'tal, in front of the ribs; 
'—dors'at, anterior to the dorsal region; 
~-frdn'tal, in front of frontal bone of 
skull, in fore part of frontal lobe of brain; 
~-maxill'ary, in front of the upper jaw; 
~-oc'ular, in front of the eye. 

preach, v.i. & n. Deliver sermon or 
religious address, deliver (sermon); give 
moral advice in obtrusive way; proclaim, 
expound, (the Gospel, Christ, that, etc.) 
in public discourse; advocate, inculcate, 
(quality, conduct, principle, etc.) thus; 
~ up, extol, commend; ~ down, disparage, 
put down by ~ing or speaking; (n., 
colloq.) ~ing, sermon, lecture. Hence or 
cogn. ~'able a., ^-'er1, ~'ersHiP, ~'ment 
(usu. derog.), nn. [ME, f. OF prechier f. L 
PRAE(dicare proclaim); in eccl. L ‘preach’] 

preach'ify, v.i. Preach, moralize, hold 
forth, tediously. [-FY] 

preach'jy, a. (colloq.). Fond of preaching 
or holding forth. Hence ~iness n. [-Y2] 

pream'ble, n., & v.i. Preliminary state¬ 
ment in speech or writing; introductory 
part of statute, deed, etc.; (v.i.) make~. 
[ME, f. OF preambvle f. med. L preambu- 
lum f. LL praeambulus going before f. 
LL prae(ambulare walk)] 

preb'end, n. Part of revenue of cathedral 
or collegiate church granted to canon or 
member of chapter as stipend; portion of 
land or tithe from which this stipend is 
drawn; = foil. So ~al a. [ME, f. OF pre- 
bende f. LL praebenda pension, neut. pi. 
gerund, of L praebere grant] 

preb'endary, n. Holder of prebend, 
honorary canon; ~-stall, ~’s stall in 
cathedral. Hence~smpn. [ME,f. med. L 
praebendarius (as prec., see -ary1)] 

precar'Ious, a. Held dining the pleasure 
of another, as ~ tenure; question-begging, 
taken for granted, as a ~ assumption; 
dependent on chance, uncertain, as makes 
a ~ living-, perilous, as the ~ life of a 
fisherman. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[f. L precarius obtained by entreaty 
(prex, prec- prayer, see -ary1) + -ous] 

prec'atory, a. (Gram., of word or form) 
expressing entreaty; (in wills) ~ words 
(requesting that a thing be done), ~ trust, 
~ words that are held to be binding. So 
prec'ativE a. [f. LL precatorius (precari 
pray, see -ory)] 

precaution, n. Prudent foresight, mea¬ 
sure taken beforehand to ward oif evil or 
ensure good result. Hence ~ary1 (-sho-) 
a. [f. F precaution f. LL praecautionem 
f. L Y&AK{cavere caut- beware of), see -ion ] 

precede', v.t. & i. (Of person or thing) go 
before in rank or importance, as such 
duties ~ all others, sons of barons ~ 
baronets', come before (thing etc., or abs.) 
in order, as the words that ~ (this para¬ 
graph)-, walk in front of, as by our 
guide; come before in time, as in the 
years preceding his accession; cause 
(thing) to be ~d by, as must ~ this 

precious 

measure by milder ones. [f. OF preceder f. 
L PRAE(eedere cess- go)] 

precedence (or prised1), (rarely) -cy, nn. 
Priority in time or succession; superiority, 
higher position, as takes ~ of (is recog¬ 
nized as superior to) all others; right of 
preceding others in ceremonies & social 
formalities. [ME, f. precedent2, see 
-ENOE, -ENCY] 

pre'cedent1, n. Previous case taken as 
example for subsequent cases or as 
justification, as there is no ~ for this, it is 
without ~, do not take this as a ~; (law) 
decision, procedure, etc., serving as rule 
or pattern. [ME, f. OF n., as foil.] 

preced'ent2 (or prSs'I-), a. (now rare). 
Preceding in time, order, rank, etc., as 
condition~. Hence ~ly 2 adv. [ME,f. OF 
a. & n. f. L as precede, see -ent ] 

pre'cedented, a. Having, supported by, 
precedent. [ -ED2 ] 

precent', v.i. & t. Act as precentor; lead 
(psalm etc.) in singing, [back form. f. 
foil.] 

precen'tor, n. (In some Presbyterian 
churches etc.) one who leads singing of 
congregation; (in English cathedrals) 
member of clergy in general control of 
musical arrangements, in old foundations 
ranking next to dean and having suc- 
centor as his deputy, and in new founda¬ 
tions being a minor canon. Hence or 
cogn. ~ship, precen'TRix, nn. [f. L 
praecentor f. PRAE(cinere cent- = canere 
sing)] 

pre'cept, n. Command, maxim, so pre- 
cep'tiVE a.; moral instruction, as example 
is better than ~; divine command; writ, 
warrant; written order to arrange for & 
hold election; order for collection or pay¬ 
ment of money under a rate. [ME, f. L 
praeceptum neut. p.p. of prae(cipere cept- 
= capere take) instruct] 

precep't|or, n. Teacher, instructor. 
Hence or cogn. preceptdr'iAl. a., ~or- 
ship, ~rESS1, nn. [f. L praeceptor (as 
prec., see -or)] 

precep'tory, n. (hist.). Subordinate com¬ 
munity of Knights Templars; estate, 
buildings, of this. [f. med. L praeceptoria 
fem. adj. as n. (as prec., see -ory)] 

prece'ssion (-shn), n. (astron.). ~ of the 
equinoxes, (earlier occurrence of the 
equinoxes in each successive sidereal 
year, due to) retrograde motion of equi¬ 
noctial points along ecliptic. Hence ~al 
(-sho-) a. [f. LL praecessio (as precede, 
see -ion)] 

pre'cinct, n. Space enclosed by walls or 
other boundaries of a place or building, 
esp. of place of worship; (pi.) the environs 
of; boundary; ’subdivision of county or 
city or ward for election and police 
purposes, [f. med. L praecinctum neut. 
p.p. of PRAE(cmpere gird)] 

pre'eious (-shus), a. & adv. 1. Of great 
price, costly; ~ metals, gold, silver, 
(occas.) platinum; ~ stone, gem; of great 
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non-material worth, as ~ words, privilege, 
knowledge, blood of Christ; affectedly 
refined in language, workmanship, etc., 
so precios'iTY (-shibsO n.; (colloq., as 
intensive) made a ~ mess of it, a ~ sight 
more than you think', (ellipt.) my ~ (dear 
etc.). 2. adv. (colloq.). Uncommonly, as 
took ~ good care of that, ~ little of it. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, f. OF 
precios f. L pretiosus (pretium price, see 
-ous)] 

pre'cipice, n. Vertical or steep face of 
rock, cliff, mountain, etc. [f. F precipice 
or L praecipitium falling headlong, preci¬ 
pice (as PRECIPITOUS)] 

precip'itlate1, n. (Chem.) body preci¬ 
pitated from solution, so ~aBli/lTY, 
~ant(2), nn., ~able a.; (phys.) moisture 
condensed from vapour by cooling & 
deposited, e.g. rain, dew. [as foil.] 

pr£cip'it|ate2, a. Headlong, violently 
hurried, as ~ate flight; (of person or act) 
hasty, rash, inconsiderate. Hence or 
cogn. ~ance, ~ancy, ~ateNESS, nn., 
~atei.Y2 adv. [as foil., see-ate2] 

precip'itatle3, v.t. Throw down head¬ 
long; (fig.) hurl, fling, (person etc. into 
condition etc.); hurry, urge on, (course of 
events etc.); hasten the occurrence of, as 
served to ~e his ruin', (chem.) cause (sub¬ 
stance in solution) to be deposited in 
solid form; condense (vapour) into drops 
& so deposit. So precipItA'TiON (esp., 
meteorol., fall of rain, sleet, snow, or 
hail), ~or, nn. [f. L praecipitare (as foil.), 
-ATE3] 

precip'itous, a. Of, like, a precipice; 
dangerously steep; (rare) = precipitate2. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. obs. F 
precipileux f. L PRAE(ceps -cipitis f. caput 
head) headlong, see -ous] 

precis (priis'e), n., & v.t. 1. Summary, 
abstract. 2. v.t. Make a~ of. [F, = foil.] 

precise', a. Accurately expressed, defi¬ 
nite, exact; punctilious, scrupulous in 
observance of rules etc.; the ~ (exact, 
identical) moment etc. Hence ~ness (-sn-) 
n. [f. F precis, -ise, f. L PRAE(cidere cis- = 
caeclere cut) cut short] 

precisely (-si-), adv. In precise manner; 
(in emphatic or formal assent) quite so. 
[-LY_2] _ 

preci'sian (-zhn), n. One who is rigidly 
precise or punctilious, esp. in religious ob¬ 
servance. Hence ~ism (-zha-) n. [-ian] 

preci'sion (-zhn), n. Accuracy; arm of ~, 
fire-arm fitted with sights or other 
mechanical aids; (attrib.) marked by, 
adapted for, ~ (~ bombing, instruments, 
tools). Hence~lST(-zho-)n. [f. F precision 
or L praecisio (as precise, see -ion)] 

preclude' (-bod), v.t. Exclude, prevent, 
make impracticable, as so as to ~ all 
doubt. So preclus'ivE (-loo-) a. [f. L 
PRAE(cZudere clus- - claudere shut)] 

preco'cious (-shits), a. (Of plant) flower¬ 

ing or fruiting early; (of person) pre¬ 
maturely developed in some faculty; (of 
actions etc.) indicating such development. 
Hence or cogn. ~ly2 adv., ~ness, pre- 

co'city, nn. [f. L praecox -cods f. prae- 

(coquere cook) + -ous ] 
precogni'tion, n. Antecedent knowledge; 

* II (Sc. law) preliminary examination of 
witnesses etc., esp. in order to know 
whether there is ground for trial, [f. LL 
praecognitio f. L PRAE(co£rnoscere, cf. 
RECOGNIZE), see -ION] 

preconceive' (-sov), v.t. Conceive before¬ 
hand, anticipate in thought. So precon¬ 

ception n. (esp. = prejudice). [PRE-] 

prec'oniz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Proclaim 
publicly; commend publicly; summon by 
name; (Rom. Cath., of pope) approve 
publicly the appointment of (bishop). So 
~a'tion n. [f. med. L praeconizare (L 
praeco -onis herald, see -ize)] 

precurs'or, n. Forerunner, harbinger, 
esp. John the Baptist; one who precedes 
in office etc. [f. L praecursor f. PRAE- 

(currere curs- run), see -or] 
precuis'lory, a. Preliminary, introduc¬ 
tory, serving as harbinger (of). So ~ive a. 
[f. L praecursorius (as prec.; see -ory)] 

preda'cious (-shits), a. (Of animals) 
naturally preying on others, predatory; 
pertaining to such animals, as ~ instincts. 
So predA'ciTY n. [as f. L *praedax: see 
PREDATORY, -ACIOUS] 

predate', v.t. Antedate, [pre-] 

pred'ator, n. Predatory animal, [f. L 
praedator (foil.)] 

pred'atory, a. Of, addicted to, plunder or 
robbery; (of animals) preying upon others, 
[f. L praedatorius (praedari plunder f. 
praeda booty, see -ory)] 

pred'ecessor, n. Former holder of any 
office or position, as my, William’s, ~s, 
his immediate ~; thing to which another 
has succeeded, as will share the fate of its 
~ ; forefather. [ME, f. AF, OF -our & LL 
PRAE(dec«ssor, see decease, -or)] 

predell'a, n. (Painting on vertical face 
of) altar-step; (painting, sculpture, on) 
raised shelf at back of altar. [It., = stool] 

predestinar'ian,. n. & a. (Holder of the 
doctrine) of predestination, [-arian] 

predes'tin|ate, v.t. (Of God) foreordain 
(person) to salvation or to (any fate), to 
(do); determine beforehand. So ~ate2 

(-at) a. [f. L PRAE(desfinare destine), see 
-ate 3] 

predestlna'tion, n. God’s appointment 
from eternity of some of mankind to 
salvation & eternal life; God’s fore¬ 
ordaining of all that comes to pass; fate, 
destiny. [ME, f. LL praedestinatio (as 
prec., see -ion)] 

predes'tine, v.t. Determine beforehand, 
appoint as if by fate; (theol.) = pre¬ 

destinate. [ME, f. OF -iner or L prae- 
destinare predestinate] 

For other words in pre- see pre-. 
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predetdrm'inle, v.t. Decree beforehand, 
predestine, so ~ate2 (-at) a.; (of motive 
etc.) impel (person etc. to thing, to do) 
beforehand. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. LL 
pekv,(determinare determine)] 

pred'ial, a. & n. 1. Of land or farms; 
rural, agrarian; (of slaves) attached to 
the land. 2. n. ~ slave, [f. med. L prae- 
dialis (L praedium farm, see -Al)] 

pred'ic|able, a. & n. 1. That may be pre¬ 
dicated or affirmed, so ~aBii'iTY n. 2. n. 
~able thing, esp. (pi.) Aristotle’s classes 
of predicates viewed relatively to their 
subjects (viz. genus, species, difference, 
property, accident), [f. F, or L praediea- 
bilis in med. L sense * that may be 
affirmed ’ (as predicate2, see -ble)] 

predic'ament, n. Thing predicated, csp. 
(pi.) Aristotle’s ten categories, whence 
predicamen'tAi a.; unpleasant, trying, 
or dangerous situation. [ME, f. LL prae- 
dieamcntum (as foil., see -ment)] 

predicant, a. & n. 1. (Of religious order, 
esp. Dominicans) engaged in preaching. 
2. II. = PREDIKANT. [as foil.. See -ANT] 

pred'Icate1, n. (Log.) what is predi¬ 
cated, what is affirmed or denied of the 
subject by means of the copula (e.g. a 
fool in he is a fool)-, (gram.) what is said 
of the subject, including the copula (e.g. 
is a fool in prec. ex.); quality, attribute. 
[as foil, see -ate2] 

predicate2, v.t. Assert, affirm, as true or 
existent, as many truths may be d about 
humanity, we ~ goodness or badness of a 
motive, ~ of a motive that it is good or 
bad\ (log.) assert (thing) about subject. 
So predicA'TiON n. [f. L prae{dicare 
declare) proclaim, see -ate3] 

predic'atlve, a. Making a predication; 
(gram., of adj. or n., opp. attributive) 
forming part or the whole of the predicate, 
as in * This is absurd ’, cf. ‘ an absurd 
notion ’. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L prae- 
dicativus, as prec., see -ive] 

pred'Icatory, a. Of, given to, marked by, 
preaching, [f. LL praedicatorius (prec., 
-ory) ] 

predict', v.t. Forecast, prophesy, (thing, 
that, who, etc.). Hence or cogn. ~aBiL- 
ity, predic'tiON, nn., ~able, ~ive, aa,., 
~iveLY2 adv. [f. L prae(dicere diet- say)] 

predlc'tor, n. In vbl senses; also instru¬ 
ment for determining the height, direc¬ 
tion, speed, and range of aircraft and the 
fuse-setting etc. required in engaging 
hostile aircraft with anti-aircraft fire. 
[-OR] 

prSMliant' (-ahnt), n. Minister of Dutch 
Protestant church, esp. in S. Africa. 
[Du., as PREDICANT] 

predllec'tion, n. Mental preference, par¬ 
tiality, (for), [f. F predilection f. med. L 
prae(diligere), see diligent & -ion ] 

predispose' (-z), v.t. Render liable, sub¬ 
ject, or inclined (to feeling, disease, etc., 
to do). [PRE-] 

predlsposi'tion (-zi-), n. State of mind 

prefer 

or body favourable to (mercy, malaria, 

etc.). [PRE-] 

predom'm|ate,y.i. Haveorexertcontrol 
(over person etc.), be superior; be the 
stronger or main element, preponderate, 
as garden in which dahlias ~ate. Hence 
or cogn. ~ance n., ~ant a., ~antiY2, 

~atingLY2, advv. [f. med. L *prae- 

(dominare DOMINATE)] 
pre-em'in|ent, a. Excelling others; dis¬ 
tinguished beyond others in some quality. 
Hence or cogn. ~ence n., ~entLY2 adv. 
[f. L prae(eminens eminent)] 

pre-empt', v.t. & i. Obtain by pre¬ 
emption ; *occupy (public land) so as to 
have right of pre-emption; (fig.) appro¬ 
priate beforehand; (bridge) make pre- 
emptive bid. [back formation f. foil.] 

pre-emp't|ion, n. Purchase by one 
person etc. before opportunity is offered 
to others; right so to purchase. So ~ive 

a. (~w:e bid, bid at bridge intended to be 
high enough to prevent further bidding), 
[f. med. L *pre(emere em.pt- buy), -ion] 

preen, v.t. Trim (feathers) with beak; (of 
person) trim oneself. [ME, app. var. of 
prune3, assoc, w. Sc. & dial, preen pierce, 
Pin]_ 

pref'ab, n. (colloq.). Prefabricated house, 
[abbr. ] 

prefab'ric|ate, v.t. Manufacture com¬ 
ponent parts of (building etc.) prior to 
their assembly on a site. So ~a'tion n. [pre-] 

preface, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Introduction 
to book stating subject, scope, etc.; pre¬ 
liminary part of a speech; introduction 
to central part of eucharistic service. 
2. v.t. Furnish (book etc.) with ~ ; intro¬ 
duce (act, speech, with), as his remarks 
with a snort; (of event etc.) lead up to 
(another); (v.i.) make preliminary re¬ 
marks. So prefator'iAL, pref'atORY, aa. 
[ME, f. OF, app. f. med. L prefatia for 
L praefatio f. PRAE(/ari speak), see -ion ] 

prefect, n. (Rom. ant.) title of various 
officers, civil & military; chief adminis¬ 
trative officer of French department; ~ 
of police, bead of Paris police; (in some 
public schools) senior pupil authorized to 
maintain discipline. So prefec'torAL, 
~6t'ial, aa. [ME, f. OF, f. L praefectus f. 
prae(fleere feet- = facere make) set over] 

prefecture, n. (Period of) office, official 
residence, district, under government, of 
a prefect. Hence prefec'turAL (-cher-) a. 
[F, or f. L praefectura (as prec., see -ure)] 

prefer-', v.t. (-rr-). Promote (person to 
office), whence ~ment n.; bring forward, 
submit, (statement, information, etc., to 
person in authority etc., against offender 
etc.); choose rather, like better, as gentle¬ 
men ~ blondes, ~ water to wine, ~ to leave 
it alone, ~ that it should be left (than is 
unidiomatic after ~ unless rather is 
inserted, as ~red to die rather than pay), 
so pref'erABLE a., pref'erabLY2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF preferer f. L prae(ferre lat- 
bear) ] 
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preference, n. Liking of one thing better 
than another (of A to or over B); thing 
one prefers; prior right esp. to payment 
of debts; II ~ bond, share, stock, (on which 
dividend is paid before any is paid on 
ordinary stock); favouring of one person 
or country before others in business 
relations, esp. favouring of a country by 
admitting its products at lower import 
duty. [f. F preference f. med. L praefer- 
entia (prec., -ence)] 

preferential (-shl), a. Of, giving, receiv¬ 
ing, preference; (of duties etc.) favouring 
particular countries, whence ~ism, ~ist, 

nn., (-sho-). Hence ~ly2 adv. [as prec. 
+ -AL] 

preferred' (-<frd), a. In vbl senses; ~ 
shares, stock, etc., preference shares etc. 
[-ED 1 ] 

prefig'ure (-ger), v.t. Represent before¬ 
hand by figure or type, picture to oneself 
beforehand. Hence or cogn. prefigur- 
a'tion, ~ment (-germ-), nn., prefig'ura- 
tiVE a. [ME, f. LL prae (figurare figure)] 

prefix1, n. Verbal element placed at 
beginning of word to qualify meaning or 
(in some languages) as inflexional forma¬ 
tive; title placed before name, e.g. Mr, 
Mrs, Sir, Dr. [f. mod. L praefixum, p.p. 
of L PRAE()iffere fix)] 

prefix'2, v.t. Add (chapter, paragraph, 
etc., to book etc.) as introduction; join 
(word, verbal element) as prefix (to word), 
so prefi'xiON, preFix'TURE, nn. [ME, f. 
OF YK&ifixer FIX1)] 

preform', v.t. Form beforehand, [f. L 
PRAE(/orroare form2)] 

preforma'tion, n. Previous formation ; 
(biol.) theory of ~ (that all parts of the 
perfect organism exist in the germ & are 
merely developed), [pre-] 

prefdrm'ative, a. & n. Forming before¬ 
hand ; (syllable, letter) prefixed as forma¬ 
tive element, [pre-] 

preg'nable, a. Not impregnable, [late 
ME & OF prenable, see impregnable] 

preg'nant, a. (Of woman or female 
animal) with child, gravid; teeming with 
ideas, imaginative, inventive; fruitful in 
results, big with (consequences etc.); (of 
words or acts) having a hidden meaning, 
significant, suggestive, whence ~ly2 

adv.; (gram.) ~ construction (in which 
more is implied than the words express). 
Hence preg'nANCYn. [ME, f. L praegnans 
-ntis] 

prehen'sile, a. (zool.). (Of tail or limb) 
capable of grasping. Hence prehensil- 
ity n. [f. F prehensile f. L PRAE(hendere 
hens- grasp), see -ile] 

prehen'sion (-shn), n. Grasping, seizing ; 
mental apprehension, [f. L prehensio 
(prec., -ion)] 

prehisto'r[ic, a. Of the period antecedent 
to history; (colloq.) antediluvian. Hence 
~ically adv. [PRE- ] 

prehis tory, n. Prehistoric matters or 
times, [pf.e-, after prec.] 

pre-igni'tion, n. Premature firing of ex¬ 
plosive mixture in internal-combustion 
engine, [pre-] 

prejudge', v.t. Pass judgement on (per¬ 
son) before trial or proper inquiry; form 
premature judgement upon (person, 
cause, action, etc.). So ~ment (-jm-), 
prejudicA'TlON (-job-), nn. [f. F prejuger 
or L VTUk'Sfjudicare judge)] 

prej'uaice (-jdb-), n., & v.t. 1. Precon¬ 
ceived opinion, bias, (against, in favour 
of, person or thing), as divest your mind 
of ~, has a ~ against foreigners, has a ~ 
in our favour, this is mere ~ ; injury that 
results or may result from some action 
or judgement, as to the ~ of-, without ~, 
without detriment to existing right or 
claim. 2. v.t. Impair the validity of 
(right, claim, statement, etc.); cause 
(person) to have a ~ (against, in favour 
of), esp. in p.p. [ME, f. OF prejudice f. L 
prae(judicium judgement); vb f. OF 
prejudicier] 

prejudicial (-jobdTshl), a. Causing pre¬ 
judice, detrimental, (to rights, interests, 
etc.). Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. prec. (n.) 
+ -al (as to sense); corresp. in form to OF 
prejudicial, -el, f. LL -alls] 

prel'acy, n. Office, rank, see, of a prelate; 
the prelates; church government by pre¬ 
lates (usu. hostile for episcopacy). [ME, 
f. AF prelcieie f. med. L praelatia (as foil, 
see -acy)] 

prel'ate, n. High ecclesiastical dignitary, 
e.g. (arch)bishop, metropolitan, patriarch, 
(hist.) abbot or prior. Hence prel&ti 
ic(al) aa., prelat'icalLY2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF prelat f. L praelatus (as prefer)] 

prel'atess, n. Abbess, prioress; (joc.) 
prelate’s wife, [-ess1] 

prel'atize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Bring (church) 
under prelatical government, [f. prelate 

+-ize] 

prel'ature, n. Office of prelate; the pre¬ 
lates. [f. F pre.lature f. med. L praelatura 
(as prelate, see -ure)] 

prelect', v.i. Discourse, lecture, (to 
audience on subject, esp. in univv.). 
So prelec'tiON, prelec'tOR, nn. [f. L 
PRAE(Ze;7ere led- read)] 

preliba'tion, n. Foretaste (usu. fig.), [f. 
LL PRAE(libatio LIBATION)] 

prelim', n. (colloq.). Preliminary exami¬ 
nation ; (pi.; print.) pages preceding text, 
[abbr.] 

prelim'inarly, a. & n. 1. Introductory, 
preparatory. 2. n. ~y arrangement (usu. 
in pi.). Hence ~ily2 adv. [f. mod. L 
praeliminaris, pi. -to, or F prdiminaire(s) 
(both 1648); f. L limen -minis threshold, 
see -ARY1 ] 

prel'ude1, n. Performance, action, event, 
condition, serving as introduction (to 
another); introductory part of poem etc.; 

For other words in pre- see pre-. 
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(liras.) introductory movement esp. one 
preceding fugue or forming first piece of 
suite. Hence prelud'iAL a., prel'udiZE(2) 

v.i. [f. F prelude or med. L praeludium, 
as foil. ] 

prel'ude2 (or prilud'), v.t. & i. Serve as 
prelude to, introduce, foreshadow; intro¬ 
duce with a prelude; be, give, a prelude 
to; (mus.) play a prelude. So prelu'siON 
(-zhn) n., prelus'lVE a. [f. L VRAE(ludere 
lus- play)] 

premature' (also prSm-), a. & n. Occur¬ 
ring, done, before the usual or proper time, 
too early, hasty, as~ decision, decay; (n.) 
~ explosion of shell. Hence or cogn. ~ly2 
adv., ~ness, prematur'iTY, nn. [f. L 
TRAE(maturus mature) ] 

premed'it|ate, v.t. Think out, design, 
(action etc.) beforehand (esp. in p.p.). 
Hence or cogn. ~atedlY2 adv.,~A'TlON n. 
[f. L rRAE(medilari meditate) ] 

prem'ier (or pre-), a. & n. 1. (Now chiefly 
si.) first in position, importance, order, 
or time, as secured ~ place (in race). 2. n. 
Prime Minister in Great Britain or some 
British dominions. Hence ~ship n. [ME, 
f. OF = first, f. L as primary] 

premiere' (prumyar'), n. First perform¬ 
ance of play. [F, fem. adj. as prec.] 

prem'ise1, -ss (as below), n. 1. (log.). 
(Often -ss) previous statement from which 
another is inferred, esp. major2, minor, ~ 
in syllogism. 2. (pi.). The aforesaid, the 
foregoing, esp. (law) the aforesaid houses, 
lands, or tenements. 3. (pi.). House, 
building, with grounds & appurtenances, 
as to be drunk on the ~s. [ME, f. OF 
■premisse f. med. L praemissa (propositio 
proposition) set in front f. L PRAE(rafftere 

miss-send)] 
premise'3 (-z), v.t. Say, write, (thing, 
that) by way of introduction, [f. prec. ] 

prem'ium, n. Reward, prize, (chiefly now 
in put a ~ on, provide or act as incentive 
to, as you, this, will put a ~ on fraud); 
P~ (Savings) Bond, government security 
with cash prizes drawn monthly in place 
of regular interest; amount to be paid in 
consideration of contract of insurance; 
sum additional to interest, wages, etc., 
bonus; fee for instruction in profession 
etc.; charge for changing one currency 
into another of greater value, agio; at a 
~, at more than nominal value (cf. 
discount1), (fig.) in high esteem, [f. L 
praemium booty, reward, f. prae- +emere 
buy, take] 

premol'ar, n. Tooth in front of true 
molars (in man, bicuspid), [pre-] 

premoni'tion, n. Forewarning. So 
premon'itOR n., premon'itoriLY2 adv., 
premdn'itORY a. [f. obs. F premonicion 
or LL praemonitio f. L PRAE(mowere -it- 
warn), -ion] 

Premonstraten'sian, a. & n. (Member) 
of order of regular canons founded at 
ITcmontrC in 1119, or of corresponding 
order of nuns. [f. med. L Praemonslra- 

preponderate 

tensis (Praemonstratus Pr6montr6, see 
-ESE) + -AN] 

premdifse', a. (bot., entom.). With the 
end abruptly truncate, [f. L prae- 

(morclere mors- bite) bite off in front] 
pren'tice, n., & v.t. (arch.). = apprentice, 

esp. ~ (tiro’s) hand. Hence ~ship n. 
(arch.), [aphetic] 

predccupa'tion, n. Prepossession, pre¬ 
judice ; occupation of a place beforehand ; 
occupation, business, that takes preced¬ 
ence of all others; mental absorption. [F, 
or f. L praeoccupatio (foil., -ation)] 

preocc'uply, v.t. Engage beforehand, 
engross (mind etc.); (p.p., esp.) distrait, 
with thoughts elsewhere, whence~iedLY2 
(-pid-) adv.; appropriate beforehand, [f. 
pre--(-occupy, after L praeoccupare] 

prep, nL(schoolsl.). || Preparation, [abbr.] 
preparation, n. Preparing; (usu. pi.) 
thing(s) done to make ready (for); make 
~s, prepare (for); || (abbr. prep) ~ of 
lessons as part of school routine; sub¬ 
stance, e.g. food or medicine, specially 
prepared; (mus.) preparing of a discord. 
[ME, f. OF f. L praeparationem (as pre¬ 

pare, see -ion)] 

prepa'rative, a. & n. Preparatory; (n.) 
~ act, (mil., naut.) signal on drum, bugle, 
etc., as order to make ready. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF (-if, -ire), f. med. L 
praeparativus (as trepare, see -ive)] 

prepa'ratorly, a.. & n. Serving to prepare, 
introductory (to); ~y (school), || where 
pupils are prepared for higher school; 
(quasi-adv.) am packing it up ~y to 
sending it by post. Hence ~iiY2 adv. 
[ME, f. LB praeparalorius (as foil., see 
-ORY)] 

prepare', v.t. & i. Make (person, thing) 
ready (for); make ready (food, meal) for 
eating; make (person) mentally ready or 
fit (for ne-ws, to hear, etc.); get (lesson, 
speech, sermon) ready by previous study, 
get (person) ready by teaching (for college, 
examination, the army, etc.); make pre¬ 
parations (for, to do, etc.); be~d, be ready 
or willing (to do); make (chemical product 
etc.) by regular process; (mus.) lead up to 
(discord) by sounding the dissonant note 
in it as consonant note in preceding 
chord. Hence prepar'edNESS n., readi¬ 
ness (esp. of nav. and mil. preparations 
for possible hostilities). [ME, f. OF pre¬ 
parer or L PRAE(porare make ready)] 

prepay', v.t. Pay (charge) beforehand; 
pay (postage), pay postage of (parcel, 
&c.) beforehand, e.g. by affixing stamp. 
Hence ~able a., ~ment n. [pre-] 

prepense', a. Deliberate, intentional, 
chiefly in malice ~, intention to injure, of 
malice ~, with intent to injure. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [earlier prepensed p.p. of obs. 
prepense altered f. earlier purpense f. OF 
pur(penser, see pensive)] 

prepon'derlate, v.i. Weigh more, be 
heavier; ~ate over, exceed in number, 
quantity, etc.; be of greater moral or 
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intellectual weight; be the chief element, 
predominate; (of scale of balance) sink. 
So —ance n., ■—’ANT a., —anti/Y2 adv. [f. L 
prae(ponderare ponder), -ate3] 

preposition (-z-), n. Word serving to 
mark relation between the noun or pro¬ 
noun it governs & normally precedes & 
another word (e.g. the italic wds in: 
found him at home, wait in the hall, what 
did you do it fort the bed (that) he slept 
on, won by waiting, came through the 
roof, that is what I was thinking of). 
Hence—al a., —all Y 2 adv., (-zlsho-). [ME, 
f. L praepositio f. prae(ponere posit- place) ] 

prepos'itive (-z-), a. (gram.). (Of word, 
particle, etc.) proper to be placed before 
or prefixed, [f. LL praepositivus (as prec., 
see -ive)] 

prepos'itor (-z-). See praepostor. 

prepossess' (-z-), v.t. Imbue, inspire, 
(person with notion, feeling, etc.); (of idea 
etc.) take possession of (person, usu. 
pass.); prejudice, usu. favourably, whence 
—ing2 a., —ingLY2 adv., —ingNEss, pre- 
posse'ssiON (-z6shn), nn. [pre-] 

preposterous, a. Contrary to nature, 
reason, or common sense; perverse, 
foolish; absurd. Hence —ly2 adv., ~ness 

n. [f. L prae {posterns coming after) 
reversed, absurd, +-ous] 

prepot'lent, a. Very powerful; more 
powerful than others; (biol.) having 
stronger fertilizing influence or power of 
transmitting hereditary qualities. So 
—ence, —ency, nn. [ME, f. L praepotens 
part, of PRAE(posse be able)] 

II pre-pref'erence, a. (Of shares, claims, 
etc.) ranking before preference shares etc. 
[PRE-] 

prep'uce, n. Foreskin, loose integument 
covering end of penis. So preputlAL 
(-ski) a. [ME, f. OF, f. L praeputium ] 

Pre-Raph'aelite, n. Artist who aims at 
producing work in the spirit that pre¬ 
vailed before the time of Raphael; ~ 
Brotherhood (abbr. P.R.B.), group of 
English artists including Holman Hunt, 
Millais, D. G. Rossetti. So pre-Raph'ael 
a., Pre-Raph'ael(it)iSM n. [pre- + Ra¬ 
phael + -ITE 1 ] 

prerequisite (-z-), a. & n. (Thing) re¬ 
quired as previous condition. [PRE-] 

prerogative, n. & a. 1. (Also royal —) 
right of the sovereign, theoretically sub¬ 
ject to no restriction; peculiar right or 
privilege, as it is our~ to (do), we have the 
— of (doing), the — of (right to show) 
mercy; natural or divinely-given advan¬ 
tage, privilege, or faculty, as it is the — 
of man to drink ivithout thirst; ll(pedantic) 
right of giving first vote and thus influ¬ 
encing those that follow; (hist.) — court, 
archbishop’s court for probate of wills 
etc. 2. adj. Privileged, enjoyed by 
privilege; (Rom. hist.) having the right 
to vote first, [adj. f. L prae (rogations f. 

rogare ask, see -ive) asked first; n. f. AF, 
OF, f. L praerogativa previous choice, 
prognostic, privilege, fern. adj. as n.] 

pres'age1, n. Omen, portent; presenti¬ 
ment, foreboding. Hence presage'FUt 
(-jf-) a. [ME & OF presagei. L praesagium 
f. mAV(sngits predicting)] 

presage'2, v.t. Portend, foreshadow; 
give warning of (event etc.) by natural 
means, as such ideas are held to — insanity; 
(of person) predict, (also) have presenti¬ 
ment of. [f. F prdsager, as prec. ] 

presbylop'ia (-s-, -z-), n. Form of long- 
-sightedness incident to old age. Hence 
—optc a. [f. Gk presbus old man +ops 
opos eye, see -ia1] 

pres'byter (-s-, -z-), n. (In early Church) 
one of several officers managing affairs 
of local church; (in Episcopal church) 
minister of second order, priest; (in 
Presbyterian church) elder. _Hence or 
cogn. presbyt'erAL, presbyter'iAi,, aa., 
presbyt'erATE1 (-at), ■—ship, nn. [LL, f. 
Gk presbuteros elder] 

Presbyter'ian (-s-, -z-), a. & n. 1. — 
Church, one governed by elders, all 
(including ministers) of equal rank; 
United — Church, that formed in 1847 by 
union of United Secession & Relief 
churches, later embodied in the United 
Free Church of Scotland & from 1929 in 
the Church of Scotland. 2. n. Adherent 
of ~ system, member of — Church. Hence 
—ism n.,~ize(3) v.t. [f. LL as foil. + -an] 

pres'bytery (-s-, -z-), n. Eastern part of 
chancel beyond choir, sanctuary; body of 
presbyters, esp. court next above kirk- 

-session, district represented by this; (R.- 
-C. Ch.) priest’s house. [ME, f. OF -terie 
f. LL f. Gk presbuterion (as presbyter)] 

pre'scient (-shyent), a. Having foreknow¬ 
ledge or foresight. Hence or cogn. 
prfi'sciENCE (-shyens) n., —ly2 adv. [F, 
f. L PRAE(scire know), see -ENT] 

prescind', v.t. & i. Cut off (part from 
whole) esp. prematurely or abruptly; 
— from, leave out of consideration, [f. L 
prae(scindere cut) ] 

prescribe', v.t. & i. Lay down or impose 
authoritatively, as do not — to me what 
I am to do or how to do it, the statutes — the 
practice; (med.) advise use of (medicine 
etc., or abs.; to or for patient, for com¬ 
plaint; also fig.); assert prescriptive 
right or claim (to, for, thing), [f. L prae- 
(scribere script- write) direct in writing] 

pres'cript, n. Ordinance, law, command, 
[as prec. ] 

prescription, n. Prescribing; physician’s 
(usu. written) direction for composition 
& use of medicine; (law') (posUive) —, 
uninterrupted use or possession from 
time immemorial or for period fixed by 
law as giving title or right, such title or 
right, negative —, limitation of the time 
within v'hich action or claim can be 

For other words in pre- see pre-. 
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raised; (fig.) ancient custom viewed as 
authoritative, claim founded on long use. 
[ME, f. OF or L praescriptio (asprec.,see 
-ION)] 

prescriptive, a. Prescribing; based on 
prescription, as ~ right-, prescribed by 
custom. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. LL prae- 
scriptivus (as prescribe, see -ive)] 

preselec'tive, a. (Of motor-car gears) 
that can be selected and set in advance. 
[PRE-] 

pres'ence (-z-), n. Being present, as your 
~ is requested, in the ~ of a large company; 
real2 ~; place where person is, as 
admitted to, banished from, his ~, in this 
(august etc.) ~, in the ~ of this (etc.) 
person; \\ the ~, ceremonial attendance 
on person of high esp. royal rank, as 
remained in, retired from, the ~; carriage, 
bearing, as a man of (a) noble ~~ of 
mind, calmness & self-command in sudden 
emergencies; ~-chamber (in which great 
personage receives guests etc.). [ME, f. 
OF, f. L praesentia (as foil., see -ence)] 

pres'ent1 (-z-), a. Being in the place in 
question (chiefly pred.), as no one else 
was ~ (in place, at proceedings etc.); 
being dealt with, discussed, etc., as no 
excuse in the ~ case, the ~ volume (the 
book you are reading or I am reviewing), 
the ~ writer (I) could not verify this; ~ 
to (felt, remembered, by) the mind, the 
imagination; |i (arch.) ready at hand, 
ready with assistance, as a very ~ help in 
trouble; existing, occurring, being such, 
now, as the ~ Duke of York, in the ~ 
fashion; the ~ worth of (sum that with 
compound interest dating from now will 
amount to) £100 in 12 years; (gram.)~ 
tense (denoting action etc. now going on). 
[ME, f. OF, f. L praesens -ntis part, of 
PRAE(esse be) be at hand] 

pres'ent2 (-z-), n. The present time, the 
time now passing; at ~, now, as do not 
want any more at ~, is at ~ in Egypt; for 
the ~, just now, as far as the ~ is con¬ 
cerned, as that will do for lhe~; = ~ tense; 
(know all men etc.) by these ~s, by this 
document (now legal or joc.). [ME, as 
prec.] 

pres'ent3 (-z-), n. Gift; make a ~ of, 
present (thing to person). [ME, f. OF (as 
prec.), orig. in phr. mettre une chose en ~ 
a quelqu’un, put a thing into the presence 
of a person] 

present'4 (-z-), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Introduce 
(person to another); introduce (person) to 
sovereign at court; ~ oneself, appear esp. 
as candidate for examination etc. 2. (Of 
theatr. manager) cause (actor) to take 
part in play, produce (play). 3. Recom¬ 
mend (clergyman) to bishop for institution 
(to benefice). 4. Exhibit (thing to person 
etc.), as ~ a ragged appearance, ~ed its 
front to me; show (quality etc.), as cases 
that ~ some difficulty. 5. (mil.). Hold 
(fire-arm) in position for taking aim; (also 

arms) hold fire-arm etc. in deferential 

preservation 

position in saluting. 6. (Of idea etc.) 
offer, suggest it self. 7. (law). Bring 
formally under notice, submit, (com¬ 
plaint, offence, to authority). 8. Aim 
(weapon at), hold out (weapon) in position 
for aiming (also abs. ~ ! as word of com¬ 
mand). 9. Offer, give, (thing to person) 
as present; offer (compliments, regards, 
to); deliver (bill etc. to person etc.) for 
acceptance etc.; ~ person ivith thing, ~ 
it to him. 10. n. Act of aiming weapon 
esp. fire-arm, position of weapon when 
aimed, position of ‘P~ arms’ in salute. 
[ME, f. OF presenter f. L praesentare (as 
present1)] 

presen't|able (-z-), a. Of decent appear¬ 
ance, fit to be introduced or go into 
company; suitable for presentation as a 
gift etc. Hence ~aBiL'iTY n.,~abLY2 adv. 
[-ABLE] 

presenta'tion (-z-), n. Presenting; ~ 
(gratis) copy of book etc.; exhibition, 
theatrical representation, etc.; formal 
introduction esp. at court; (philos.) 
all the modification of consciousness 
directly involved in the knowing or being 
aware of an object in a single moment of 
thought, whence ~al (-sho-) a. [ME, f. 
OF or LL praesentatio (present4, -ation)] 

presenta'tion|lsm (-z-, -sho-), n. (philos.). 
Doctrine that in perception the mind has 
immediate cognition of the object. So 
~(al)lST nn. [prec. -f -ism] 

presen'tative (-z-), a. (Of benefice) to 
which patron has right of presentation; 
serving to present an idea to the mind; 
(philos.) of (the nature of) presentation. 
[-ATIVE] 

presentee' (-z-), n. Clergyman presented 
to benefice; person recommended for 
office; person presented at court; recipi¬ 
ent of present. [ME, f. AF (present4, 

-ee)] 

presen'tient (-shi-), a. Having a presenti¬ 
ment (of event etc., or abs.). [f. L prae- 
(sentiens sentient) ] 

presentiment (-z-, -s-), n. Vague ex¬ 
pectation, foreboding, (of coming event 
esp. evil), [f. obs. F pre(sentiment)] 

presen'tive (-z-), a. (Of word) presenting 
an object or conception directly to the 
mind (opp. to symbolic), [-ive] 

pres'ently (-z-), adv. Soon, after a short 
time; (chiefly Sc.) at the present time, 
now. [PRESENT1 + -LY 2 ] 

presentment (-z-), n. (Law)statement on 
oath by jury of fact within their know¬ 
ledge ; formal complaint of offence made 
by parish authorities to bishop or arch¬ 
deacon at his visitation; theatrical 
representation; delineation, portrait; 
statement, description, (of); act, mode, 
of presenting to the mind. [ME, f. OF 
presentement (as present3, see -ment)] 

preservation (-z-), n. Preserving, being 
preserved, from injury or destruction; 
state of being well or ill preserved, as in 
an excellent state of ~, in (a state of) fair ~. 
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[late ME, f. OF preservation or med. L 
praeservatio (as preserve, see -ation)] 

pres€rv'at|ive (-z-), a- & a- (Drug, 
measure, etc.) tending to preserve; chem¬ 
ical substance for preserving perishable 
foodstuffs, whence~lZE(5)v.t. [ME, f. OF 
preservatif or med. L praeservativus (as 
prec., see -ative)] 

preserve'1 (-z-), n. Jam; ground set 
apart for protection of game (often fig.); 
piece of water for fish; (pi.) goggles used 
as protection from dust etc. [f. foil. ] 

presdrvje'2 (-z-), v.t. Keep safe (from 
harm etc.); keep alive (name, memory, 
etc.); maintain (state of things); retain 
(quality, condition); prepare (fruit,meat, 
etc.) by boiling with sugar, pickling, etc., 
to prevent decomposition or fermenta¬ 
tion ; keep from decomposition by chem¬ 
ical treatment etc.; keep (game, game-run, 
river, or abs.) undisturbed for private 
use; well ~ed, (of elderly person) showing 
little sign of age. Hence ~'abi.e a., ~'er1 

n., (-z-). [ME, f. OF preserver f. LL prae- 

(servare keep)] 
preside' (-z-), v.i. Occupy chair of autho¬ 
rity at meeting of society or company 
(often over), sit at head of table; exercise 
control, sit or reign supreme, (often fig.); 
~ at the organ, piano, etc., act as organist 
etc. [f. F presider f. L PRAE(sid€re = 
sedere sit) ] 

presidency (-z-), n. Office of president; 
period of this; district administered by 
president, esp. (formerly) division of E. 
India Company’s territory (Bengal, Ma¬ 
dras, Bombay, P~). [f. Sp., Pg. presi¬ 
dency f. med. L praesidentia( prec., -ency) ] 

president (-z-), n. Head of temporary or 
permanent body of persons, presiding 
over their meetings & proceedings; head 
of some colleges & U.S. universities; 
person presiding over meetings of aca¬ 
demy, literary or scientific society, etc.; 
‘person presiding over proceedings of 
bank or company; head of advisory 
council, board, etc., as of the Board of 
Trade-, Lord P~ of the Council, Cabinet 
Minister presiding at meetings of Privy 
Council; elected head of government in 
U.S. & other modern republics; (hist.) 
governor of province, colony, etc. Hence 
or cogn. presiden'tiAL (-z-, -shl) a., 
presiden'tialiY2 adv., ~ship n. [ME, f. 
OF f. L as preside, see -ent ] 

pres'identess (-z-), n. Female president; 
wife of president, [-ess1] 

presid'iary, a. Of, having, serving as, a 
garrison, [f. L praesidiarius (praesidium 
garrison, as preside, see -ary *)] 

presid'io, n. (pi. ~s). (In Spain & Sp. 
America) fort, garrison town. [Sp., as 
foil.] 

presidium, n. Standing committee in 
various Communistic organizations. [L 
(praesidium), = garrison] 

press1, n. 1. Crowding; crowd (of people 
etc.); throng, crush, in battle; pressure, 
hurry, of affairs, as the ~ of modern life. 
2. Pressing, as give it a slight 3. (naut.). 
~ of sail, canvas (as much as wind etc. will 
allow). 4. Kinds of instrument for com¬ 
pressing, flattening, or shaping, or for 
extracting juice etc. 5. (Also printing-~) 
machine for printing; printing-house or 
establishment; publishing firm etc., esp. 
University P~; the art, practice, of print¬ 
ing; in the ~, being printed, send, go, 
come, to (the) ~ (to be printed), correct the 
~ (errors in printing); freedom of the ~, 
right to print & publish anything without 
censorship; the newspapers generally, as 
favourably noticed by the ~ (have a good 
etc. ~, receive such notice); the gutter, 

yellow, ~ ; ~ campaign or stunt, prosecu¬ 
tion of political or other aims by news¬ 
paper letters & articles; (as name of 
newspaper) Aberdeen P~ and Journal. 
6. Large usu. shelved cupboard for 
clothes, books, etc., esp. in recess in wall. 
7. ~ agent, person employed by theatre, 
actor, etc., to attend to advertising and 
~ publicity; —box, shelter for newspaper 
reporter at cricket match etc.; ~ confer¬ 
ence, interview given to the ~ by some 
person to make announcement or answer 
questions; ||~ cutting; ~-gallery (for 
reporters esp. in House of Commons); 
~'man, journalist, operator of printing-'-'; 
~’mark, mark, number in book showing 
its place in library (now usu. shelf-mark). 
[ME & OF presse f. presser (foil.); also 
ME pres, later preace, of obsc. form.] 

press2, v.t. & i. 1. Exert steady force 
against (thing in contact), as let a heavy 
weight ~ it, ~ it under or with a stone, ~ 
the two plates together-, ~ the button, set 
electric machinery in motion, (fig.) take 
decisive initial step; ~ -button warfare 
(carried on by means of guided missiles 
whose flight is controlled by ~ing a 
button); (as sign of affection etc.) 
he ~e(i my hand, ~ed her to his 
side; move (thing up, down, against, 
etc.) by ~ing. 2. Exert pressure, bear 
with weight or force, (on, against, etc.). 
3. Squeeze (juice etc. out of, from, etc.); 
compress, squeeze, (thing) to flatten or 
shape or smootli it, or to extract juice etc., 
as ~ed beef. 4. (Of enemy, attacking force, 
etc.) bear heavily on, esp. in p.p. hard 
~ed; weigh down, oppress, (feelings, 
mind, spirits); (pass.) am ~ed for (have 
barely enough) space, time, funds, etc. 
5. Produce strong mental or moral im¬ 
pression, esp. weigh heavily, (up)on (mind, 
person). 6. Be urgent, demand immediate 
action, as time ~es, nothing remains that 
~es. 7. Urge, entreat, (person to do, 
person or without object for answer etc.). 
8. Insist on strict interpretation of (words, 
metaphor). 9. Urge (course, opinion. 

For other words in pre- see pke-. 
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upon person); forco (offer, gift, etc. upon). 
10. Crowd, throng, (up, round, etc.); 
hasten, urge one’s way, on, forward, etc. 
[ME 2or esse f. OF pressor f. L pressare 
frequent, of premere press-; also ME 
press (cf. prec.)] 

press3, v.t., & n. (hist., exe. fig.). Force 
(man, or abs.) to serve in army or navy 
(also fig., esp. ~ thing into the service of); 
take (horses, boats, etc.) for royal or 
public use; (n., hist.) compulsory enlist¬ 
ment in navy or (less usu.) army; —gang, 
body of men employed to ~ men. [alt. 
f. 16th c. (obs.) prest (by assoc, w. press2) 

f. OF prest loan, advance, f. wester f. L 
puae(stare stand) vouch for, furnish ] 

press'Ing, a. In vbl senses, esp.: urgent, 
as ~ need, danger; importunate, persis¬ 
tent, as a ~ invitation, since you are so ~. 
Hence~LY2 adv. [press2 + -ing2] 

pre'ssure (-slier), n. 1. Exertion of con¬ 
tinuous force, force so exerted, upon or 
against a body by another in contact 
with it; amount of this, expressed by the 
weight upon a unit area. 2. Atmospheric~ 
(of the atmosphere; high, low, ~, local 
atmospheric condition sending barometer 
up, down); blood-~, varying tension, now 
measured for diagnosis etc., of blood- 
-vessels. 3. Affliction, oppression; trouble, 
embarrassment, as financial ~. 4. Urg¬ 
ency, as wrote hastily & under ~; con¬ 
straining influence, as ~ must be brought 
to bear upon him. 5. High ~, (orig.) ~ 
higher than atmospheric (now indefinite, 
used esp. of compound engines in which 
steam is used at different ~s in different 
cylinders, so low ~), (fig.) high degree of 
activity, speed, etc., as working at high ~, 
high—' work; ~-cooker, apparatus for 
cooking under high ~ at high tempera¬ 
ture, so ~-cooking; ~ group, group exert¬ 
ing ~ on a government for their own 
special purpose. Hence pre'ssurizE 
(-slier-) v.t., (esp. in p.p.) construct (air¬ 
craft, cabin) so that air-~, temperature, 
etc. can be controlled in such a way that 
high-altitude flying is possible without 
discomfort and without the use of oxygen 
apparatus. [ME, f. OF, f. L pressura (as 
press2, see -URE)] 

Pres'ter John (jbn), n. Alleged Christian 
priest & king in Abyssinia or some eastern 
country in Middle Ages. [ME, f. OF 
prestre (as presbyter) Jehan priest John] 

prestidigitator, n. Juggler, conjurer. 
So prestidigitA'TiON n. [f. F prestidigi- 
tateur (preste nimble, as presto + L digitus 
finger, see -or) ; earlier presligiator f. L ] 

prestige' (-ezh), n. Influence, reputation, 
derived from past achievements, associa¬ 
tions, etc. [F, = illusion, glamour, f. LL 
prestigium (— L -ia fem.)f. (pv.k~s.(stringere 
bind) blindfold, dazzle] 

prSstiss'lmo, a., adv., & n. (mus.). Very 
quick (piece, movement). [It., superl. as 
foil.) 

prSs'to1, a., adv., & n. (mus.). Quick 

pretender 

(piece, movement). [It., f. LL praestus 
f. L praesto ready ] 

pres'to2, adv. & a. (In conjurer’s formu¬ 
lae) quickly, as hey ~, pass!; (adj.) rapid, 
juggling. [ = prec.] 

presum|e' (-z-), v.t. & i. Take the 
liberty, venture, (to do); assume, take for 
granted, as I ~e that he has seen them, 
I ~e this decision to be final, you had better 
~e no such thing, whence ~'able a., 
~'abLY2,~'edLY2, adw., (-z-);~e (up)on,, 
take advantage of, make unscrupulous 
use of, (person’s good nature, one’s ac¬ 
quaintance with him, etc.), whence 
~'ingLY2 (-z-) adv. [ME, f. OF presumer 
or L PRAE(sumere sum.pt- take)] 

presump'tion (-z-), n. Arrogance, assur¬ 
ance ; taking for granted, thing taken for 
granted, as this was a mere ~; the (only 
natural) ~ is that he had lost it; ground 
for presuming, as there is a strong ~ 
against its truth; (law) ~ of fact, infer¬ 
ence of fact from known facts, ~ of law, 
(1) assumption of truth of thing until the 
contrary is proved, (2) inference estab¬ 
lished by law as universally applicable 
to certain circumstances. [ME, f. OF pre- 
sumpeio-n f. L praesumptionem (as prec., 
see -ion)] 

presump'tive (-z-), a. Giving grounds for 
presumption, as ~ evidence, whence ~ly2 
adv.; heir ~ (whose right of inheritance 
is liable to be defeated by birth of nearer 
heir, cf. apparent), [f. F prtsomptif f. LL 
praesumptivus (as presume, see -ive)] 

presump'tuous (-z-), a. Unduly con¬ 
fident, arrogant, forward. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ~ness n. [ME, f. OF presuntueus f. 
LL praesumptiosus (-uosus) (as presume, 

see -iotts)] 

presuppose' (-z), v.t. Assume beforehand 
(thing, that); involve, imply, as effects ~ 
causes. [ME, f. OF presupposer, after 
med. L praesupponere (pp.e-, suppose)] 

presupposition (-zi-), n. Presupposing; 
thing assumed beforehand as basis of 
argument etc. [f. med. L 'PX.AX,(suppositio 
supposition)] 

pretence', n. Claim (to merit etc.); 
ostentation, display, as devoid of all ~; 
false profession of purpose, pretext, as 
under the ~ of helping, on the slightest ~; 
pretending, make-believe. [ME, f. late 
AF pretense, as foil.] 

pretend', v.t. & i. Feign, give oneself out, 
(to be or do), as does not ~ to be a scholar; 
make believe (to do, that) in play; profess 
falsely to have, as you should ~ illness; 
allege falsely (that); venture, aspire, pre¬ 
sume, (to do); lay claim to (right, title, 
etc.); ~ to (arch.), try to win (person, 
person’s hand) in marriage; ~ to, profess 
to have (quality etc.). Hence~ediY2adv. 
[ME, f. OF pretendre or f. L prae(tendere 
tent- later tens- stretch)] 

preten'der, n. One who makes baseless 
pretensions (to title etc., or abs.); Old, 
Young, P~, son, grandson, of James II as 
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claimants to British throne. Hence ~- 
ship n. [-EK1] 

pretfin'sion (-shn), n. Assertion of a claim 
(to thing, or abs.); justifiable claim (to 
thing, to be or do), as he lms no ~s to the 
name, has some ~s to be chosen as the site, 
what ~ has he 1; pretentiousness, [f. med. 
L praetcnsio, -tio, (as pretend, see -ion)] 

pretentious (-shus), a. (Of person, book, 
speech, etc.) making claim to great merit 
or importance; ostentatious. Hence ~iy 2 
adv.,'—’Ness n. [f. F pritentieux (as prec., 
see -ious)] 

prefer-, pref. = L praeter past, beyond, in 
senses ‘ beyond, outside the range of, 
more than ’, as: ~can'ine, more than ca¬ 
nine ; ~hum'an, beyond what is human, 
superhuman; ~na'tv,ral, outside the 
ordinary course of nature, (also) super¬ 
natural, whence ~na'turally adv.; r— 
na'turalism, system, doctrine, of the 
^natural; ~sen’sual, beyond the domain 
of the senses. 

pret'erite, -it, a. & n. (Gram.) ~ (tense), 
one expressing past action or state, ~- 
-present (tense), one originally ~ but now 
used as present (e.g. can, may, shall); 
(joe.) past, bygone, whence~NESSn. [ME, 
f. OF or f. L praeteritus p.p. of praeterire 
pass (ire it- go, see prec.)] 

preteri'tion (-shn), n. Omission, dis¬ 
regard, (of)- (theol.) passing over of the 
non-elect, [f. LL praeleritio (as prec., 
see -ion) ] 

preter|mit', v.t. (-tt-). Omit to mention 
(fact etc.); omit to do or perform, neglect; 
leave off (custom, continuous action) for 
a time; (improp.) leave off. So~mi'ssiON 
(-shn) n. [f. L practermittere (mittere miss- 
let go, see TEETER-)] 

pret'ext1, n. Ostensible reason, excuse; 
on or under, or upon, the ~ of or that, 
professing as one’s object etc. [f. L prae- 

(texere text- weave)] 
pretext'2, v.t. Allege (thing, that) as 
pretext, [f. F pretexter, as pree.) 

pret'one, n. Syllable, vowel, preceding 
the stressed syllable. So pretontc a. 
[PRE-] 

pretor etc. See praetor etc. 
prettify (pri-), v.t. Make pretty, repre¬ 
sent with finicking prettiness. [-FY] 

prettily (pri-), adv. In a way that pleases 
the eye, ear, or aesthetic sense, as ~ 
dressed; (nursery) eat, ask, behave, ~ (in 
the approved manner), [f. pretty + 
-LY2] 

pre'ttiness (pri-), n. Beauty of a dainty 
or childish kind; pretty thing, ornament, 
etc.; affected or trivial beauty of style in 
literature or art, so pre'ttyisn (pri-) n. 
[-NESS] 

pre'tty (pri-), a., adv., & n. 1. (Of woman 
or child) beautiful in dainty or diminutive 
way; attractive to eye, ear, or aesthetic 
sense, as ~ cottage, song, scene, story; fine, 

good of its kind, as has a ~ wit, very 
~ sport, (iron.) a ~ mess you have made ; 
II (arch.) fine, stout, as a ~ fellow; II (arch.) 
considerable in amount or extent, as 
earned a~ sum; (ellipt.)?nj/~ (one, child). 
2. adv. Fairly, moderately, as am~ well, 
find it ~ difficult, that is ~ much (very 
nearly) the same tiling; sitting ~ (colloq.), 
comfortably placed. 3. n. || Fluted or 
cut part of wine-glass or tumbler, as fill 
it up to the ~; (golf) fairway (colloq.). 
4.-, overdoing the ~, aiming too 
much at prettiness, (n. pi.) ~-pretties, 
ornaments, knick-knacks. Hence ~ISH1 
a. [late OE preettig f. prset (obs. prat) 
trick, wile, -f-Y2; cf. Icei. prett(ug)r, Du. 
prci(tig) in similar senses] 

prSi'zel, b-, n. Crisp knot-shaped biscuit 
flavoured with salt, used esp. by Ger¬ 
mans as relish with beer. [G] 

preux chevalier (prer shSvalya'), n. Gal¬ 
lant knight. [F] 

prevail', v.i. Gain the mastery, be vic¬ 
torious, (against, over);~ (up)on, persuade 
(to do); be the more usual or prominent, 
predominate; exist, occur, in general use 
or experience, be current, whence or cogn. 
~ingLY2, prev'alentLY2, adw., prev- 
alENCE n., prev'alENT a. [ME, f. L prae- 
(valere have powder), infl. by obs. vail = 
AVAIL] 

preva'rlclate, v.i. Speak, act, evasively ; 
quibble, equivocate. So ~a'tion, ~atOR, 
nn. [f. L PRAE(varicari straddle f. varus 
bent, knock-kneed) w'alk crookedly, 
practise collusion, (eccl. L) transgress] 

preven'ient, a. Preceding, previous; 
having in view the prevention (of); 
(theol.) ~ grace (preceding repentance & 
predisposing the heart to seek God), [as 
foil., see -ent] 

prevent', v.t. Hinder, stop, as this may 
~ him from writing, ~ his (pop. him) 
writing, ivish to ~ all dispute; || (arch.) 
meet, deal with, (wish, question, etc.) 
before it is expressed etc.; (theol.) God 
~s (goes before, guides) us with His 
grace. Hence or cogn. ~ able ,~ible, aa. 
preven'tiON n. [f. L PRAE(uenire vent- 
come) come before, hinder] 

preven'ter, n. In vbl senses, also; (naut.) 
rope, chain, bolt, etc., used to supplement 
another. [-ER1] 

preventive, a. &n. 1. Serving to prevent, 
esp. (med.) to keep off disease; ||~ deten¬ 
tion (to which a persistent offender may 
be sentenced for not less than 5 nor more 
than 11 years); II (Coastguard) Service. 
2. n. ~ agent, measure, drug, etc. Hence 
or cogn. preven'tATivE a. & n., ~ly2 adv. 
[-IVE] 

prev'iew (-vu), n., & v.t. View or exa¬ 
mination of a film, play, book, etc., before 
it is submitted to the general public; (v.t.) 
view in advance of public presentation. 
[PRE-] 

For other words in pre- see pee-, 
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previous, a. & adv.' 1. Coming before 
in time or order; prior to; done or acting 
hastily, as you have been a little too 
whence ~NESS n.; (Pari.) ~ question, 
question whether vote shall he taken on 
main question (put to avoid putting of 
main question); || P~ Examination, = 
LiTTLE-firo. 2. adv. ~ to, before, as had 
called ~ to writing. Hence ~ly 2 adv. [f. 
L PRAE(mus f. via way)+-ous] 

previse' (-z), v.t. Foresee, forecast, (event 
etc., or abs.). So previ'siON (-zhn) n., 
previ'sionAL a., previ'sionalLY2 adv., 
(-zho-). [f. L YRk'E(videre vis- see)] 

prey1 (pra), n. Animal hunted or killed by 
other animal for food (also fig.); beast, 
bird, fish, of ~, kinds that kill & devour 
other animals; (bibl.) what one brings 
away safe from contest etc. (Jer. xxi. 9); 
person, thing, that falls a victim (to 
enemy, disease, fear, etc.). [ME, f. OF 
preie, proie, f. L praeda] 

prey2 (pra), v.i. ~ upon, seek, take, 
(animal etc.) as prey, plunder (persons); 
(of disease, emotion, etc.) exert baneful or 
wasteful influence upon. [ME, f. OF preer 
f. LL praedare (L -ari) as prec.] 

pri'apism, n. Licentiousness; (path.) 
persistent erection of penis, [f. LL f. Gk 
priapismos (Priapos, god of procreation, 
see -ism)] 

price, n., & v.t. 1. Money for which thing 
is bought or sold, as what is the ~ of this ?, 
try our superb tea, ~ 10/- per lb., offered at 
reduced ~s; ~ current, ~-list, list of cur- 
rentes of commodities; long1, cost1, ~ ; 
above, beyond, without, ~, so valuable 
that no ~ can be stated; at a at a 
relatively high ~; set a ~ on person’s head, 
offer reward for his capture or death; 
(betting) odds, as the starting~ of a horse; 
(fig.) what must be given, done, sacrificed, 
etc., to obtain a thing, as must be done at 
any ~ ; peace at any~; every man has his ~ 
(can be won over by some inducement) ; 
would not have it, do it, etc., at any ~, on 
any terms, for any consideration; II what 
~ the Concert of Europe etc. ? (si.), taunt¬ 
ing allusion to the failure of something 
vaunted; II (arch.) preciousness, value, as 
a pearl of (great) 2. v.t. Fix, inquire, 
the ~ of (thing for sale); (fig.) estimate 
the value of; ~ oneself out of the market, 
charge a prohibitive ~. [(n.) f. OF pris 
f. L prelium; ME pris became prise to 
secure i, and price to avoid z sound of s 
between vowels; (vb) earlier prise prize 1 
assim. to price n.; price, prize, praise, are 
all variants of same wd] 

priced (-1st), a. To which a price is as¬ 
signed, esp. in comb., as high, low, — ; 
~ catalogue etc. (in which prices are 
named). [-ED1’ 2] 

price'16ss (-si-), a. Invaluable; (si.) most 
amusing, incredibly absurd. Hence ~ness 
n. [-LESS] 

prick1, n. Pricking, puncture; (fig.) ~s 
(stinging reflections) of conscience; mark 

pride 

made by pricking; || (arch.) goad for 
oxen, esp. (fig.) kick against the ~s, hurt 
oneself by useless resistance (Acts ix. 5); 
(vulg.) penis; ~-ears, erect pointed ears 
of some dogs etc., conspicuous ears of 
person, esp. of Roundheads, ~-eared, 
having such ears. [OE prica, -ce, = MLG 
pricke; goes w. foil. ] 

prick2, v.t. & i. 1. Pierce slightly, make 
minute hole in; ~ a or the bladder or 
bubble, show the emptiness of a person or 
thing that has passed for important; 
(fig.) cause sharp pain to, as my conscience 
~ed me. 2. Make a thrust (at, into, etc.). 
3. (arch.). Spur, urge on, (horse); (intr.) 
advance on horseback. 4. Mark off (name 
etc. in list) with a prick, || select (sheriff) 
thus; mark (pattern off, out) with dots. 
5. ~ in, out, off, plant (seedlings etc.) in 
small holes ~ed in earth; ~ up one’s ears, 
(of dog) erect the ears when on the alert, 
(fig., of person) become suddenly atten¬ 
tive. [late OE prician, = MDu., MLG 
prikken f. WG *prik(k)-, perh. imit. ] 

prick'er, n. In vbl senses, esp., pricking 
instrument, e.g. awl. [-er1] 

prick'et, n. II Buck in second year, with 
straight unbranched horns; || ~’s sister, 
female fallow deer in second year; spike 
to stick candle on. [ME, f. AL prikeltus, 
-um f. prick, see -et] 

pric'kle1, n., & v.t. &i. 1. Thorn-like pro¬ 
cess developed from, & capable of being 
peeled off with, epidermis of plant; (pop.) 
small thorn; hard-pointed spine of hedge¬ 
hog etc. 2. vb. Affect, be affected, with 
sensation as of pricks, whence prick'IiNG1 
n., prick'IiNG3 a. [(n.) OE pricel, 
= MDu., MLG pricket; (vb) 16th c. f. 
prec. & prick, = MDu., MLG prikkeln] 

II pric'kle2, n. Kinds of wicker basket or 
measure, [orig. unkn.] 

prick'ly, a. Armed with prickles (esp. in 
names of plants & animals); (fig., of 
person) ready to give or take offence; 
tingling; ~ heat, inflammation of sweat 
glands with eruption of vesicles & ~ 
sensation, common in hot countries; ~ 
pear, (~ plant bearing) pear-shaped edible: 
fruit. Hence prick'liNESS n. [-Y2] 

pride, n., & v. refl. 1. Overweening opin¬ 
ion of one’s own qualities, merits, etc., a 
deadly sin, often personified, as P~ will 
have a fall; arrogant bearing or conduct; 
~ of place, exalted position, conscious¬ 
ness of this, arrogance; (also proper ~) 
sense of what befits one’s position, pre¬ 
venting one from doing unworthy thing, 
false ~, mistaken feeling of this kind; 
feeling of elation & pleasure, as take a ~ 
in, be proud of (person, thing, doing); 
object of this feeling, as he is his mother’s 
~, esp. in names of plants, as London ~; 
(her.) peacock in his ~ (with tail ex¬ 
panded and wings drooping); company 
(of lions); best condition, esp. ~ of 
grease 1; ~ of the morning, mist or shower 
at sunrise. 2. v. refl. ~ oneself (up)on, be 
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proud of (thing, quality, doing). Hence 
~'ful (chiefly Sc.), ~'less, aa., ~,fulLY2 
adv. [late OE prytu, pryde f. prut, prud 
proud ; hence vb, ME priden] 

prie-dieu (predydt', & see Ap.), n. Kneel¬ 
ing-desk : (also — chair) chair with tall 
sloping back for use in praying. [F, lit. 
pray God] 

priest, n., & v.t. 1. Ordained minister of 
R.C. and Anglican churches; in Estab¬ 
lished church one above deacon & below 
bishop with authority to administer 
sacraments & pronounce absolution; 
(fig.) ~ of nature, science, etc.; minister 
of the altar, esp. officiant at Eucharist; 
high ~ ; official minister of non-Christian 
religion, whence ~'ess1 n. 2. II Mallet 
used to kill fish when spent (chiefly in 
Ireland). 3. craft, ambitious or worldly 
policy of ~s; ~’s hood, ~-in-the-pulpit, 
wild arum; <■—ridden, held in subjection 
by ~s; || ~ vicar, minor canon in some 
cathedrals. 4. v.t. Make (person) a ~. 
Hence~'HOOD (-t-h-),~'LiNG1, nn.,~'LESS, 
~'LIKE, aa. [OE preost, = OHG prest, ON 
prestr, ult. f. L presbyter] 

priest'lly, a. Of, like, befitting, a priest; 
(O. T. criticism) ~j/ code, one of the con¬ 
stituent elements in the Hexateuch, ~ y 
writer (of this). Hence ~Iness n. [-LY1 ] 

prig, n., & v.t. (-gg-). 1. Precisian in 
speech or morals or manners, conceited 
or didactic person, whence ~g'ERY(2), 
~g'ishNEss, ~g'iSM, nn., ^g'lSH1 a., 
~g'ishLY2 adv., (-g-); (si.) thief. 2. v.t. 
(si.). Steal. [16th c. cant, of unkn. orig.] 

prim, a., & v.i. & t. (-mm-). (Of persons, 
manner, speech, etc.) formal, demure; 
(esp. of women) prudish; (v.i.) assume ~ 
air; (v.t.) form (face, lips, etc.) into ~ 
expression. Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 
[f. 17th c., orig. cant] 

pri'ma (pre-), a. First, chief; as : ~ buff'a 
(bdb-), chief female comic singer or ac¬ 
tress; ~ ddnn’a, (pi. ~ donnas, prime 
donne pr. prem'a ddn'a), chief female 
singer in opera, (transf.) temperamental 
person. [It., fern. adj.] 

prlm'acy, n. Office of a primate; pre- 
-eminence. [ME, f. OF primacie f. med. L 
primcUia (as primate, see -acy)] 

pri'ma fd'cie (-shle), adv. & a. (Arising) 
at first sight, (based) on the first im¬ 
pression, as has ~ a good case, see a ~ 
reason for it. [L ] 

prim'age1, n. Percentage addition to 
freight, paid to owners or freighters of 
vessels. [AL primagium, of obsc. orig.] 

prim'age2, n. Amount of water carried 
off suspended in steam from boiler, [f. 
PRIME V. +-AGE] 

prim'al, a. Primitive, primeval; chief, 
fundamental. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. med. 
L primalis (as prime a., see -al)] 

prim'ary, a. & n. 1. Earliest, original; of 
the first rank in a series, not derived, as 
the ~ vowel sounds, ~ meaning of a word; 
of the first importance, chief; (geol.) of 

the lowest series of strata; (biol.) belong¬ 
ing to first stage of development; ~ am¬ 
putation (performed before inflammation 
supervenes); ~ education, that which be¬ 
gins with the rudiments of knowledge, 
elementary, so ~ school, scholar (cf. 
secondary); (Lat. & Gk gram.)~ tenses, 
present, future, perfect, & future perfect, 
(cf. historic); ~ assembly, meeting (for 
selection of candidates for election); ~ 
colour; ~ planets (revolving directly 
round sun as centre); ~ battery (in which 
current is produced). 2. n. ~ planet, 
meeting, etc. Hence prim'ariLY2 adv. 
[ME, f. L primarius (as prime a., -ary1)] 

prim'ate, n. Archbishop; P~ of England, 
Archbishop of York, P~ of all England, 
Archbishop of Canterbury; (zool.) sing, 
of foil. Hence prlma'tlAL (-ashl) a. [ME, 
f. OF primal, f. L primes -atis adj. (as 
prime a.); in mod. L = primate] 

primat'es (-z), n. pi. (zool.; for sing., see 
prec.). Highest order of mammals, in¬ 
cluding man, monkeys, apes, & lemurs, 
[as prec.] 

prime1, n. State of highest perfection, as 
in the ~ of life, manhood, etc.; the best 
part (of thing); beginning, first age, of 
anything; a canonical hour of monastic 
rule, appointed for first hour of day (i.e. 
6 a.m.), (arch.) this time; (arch.) golden 

number; prime number; (chem.) single 
atom as unit in combination; a position 
in fencing. [OE prim f. L prima (hora) 
first (hour); in ME reinforced by OF 
prime (as foil.)] 

prime2, a. Chief, most important, as ~ 
agent, motive; first-rate (esp. of cattle 
& provisions), excellent, whence ■~'ly2 

adv., ~'ness n.; primary, fundamental; 
(arith., of a number) having no integral 
factors except itself and unity (e.g. 2, 3, 
5, 7, 11), (of numbers) having no common 
measure but unity; ~ cost l, mover ; ~ 
vertical (circle), great circle of the heavens 
passing through E. & W. points of 
horizon & through zenith, where it cuts 
meridian at right angles; ~ minister, 
principal minister of any sovereign or 
State (now official title of first minister & 
head of Government in Great Britain). 
[ME, f. OF prime or L primus first] 

prime3, v.t. & i. (Hist.) supply (fire-arm, 
or abs.) with gunpowder for firing charge; 
wet (pump) to make it start working; 
iDject petrol into (cylinder or carburettor 
of internal-combustion engine); equip 
(person with information etc.); fill (person 
with liquor); cover (wood etc.) with first 
coat of paint or with oil etc. to prevent 
paint from being absorbed; (of engine 
boiler) let water pass with steam into 
cylinder in form of spray, [orig. unkn. ] 

prim'er1, n. 1. (usu. pri-). Elementary 
school-book for teaching children to 
read; small introductory book, as P~ of 
Evolution, Latin P~; (hist.) prayer-book 
for use of laity esp. before Reformation 
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(prl-). 2. (prf-). Great, long, ~, sizes of 
type. [ME, AL, f. med. L primarius, 
-arium, f. L primus first, see -er2(2)] 

prim'er2, n. In vbl senses of prime3, esp. 
cap, cylinder, etc., need to ignite powder 
of cartridge etc. [-ER1] 

primer'o, n. (hist.). Gambling card-game 
fashionable in 16th & 17th cc. [f. Sp. 
primera fem. of primero, as primary) 

primev'al, -aeval, a. Of the first age 
of the world; ancient, primitive. Hence 
~LY2adv. [f. L primaevus {primus first + 
aevum age) + -al ] 

prim'ing1, n. In vbl senses of prime3; 

also or esp.: gunpowder placed in pan of 
fire-arm; train of powder connecting fuse 
with charge in blasting etc.; mixture used 
by painters for preparatory coat; prepara¬ 
tion of sugar added to beer; imparting of 
information. [-ING1] 

prim'ing2, n. Acceleration of the tides 
taking place from neap to spring tides (cf. 
lag ‘). [f. prime vb f. prime 1»2 ] 

primip'arous, a. Bearing child for the 
first time. [f. L primipara ~ woman (also 
used in E) f. primus first f-parire bring 
forth ; see -ous ] 

primitive, a. & n. 1. Early, ancient, as 
the P~ Church (Christian Church in its 
earliest times); old-fashioned, simple, 
rude; uncivilized or of rudimentary 
civilization; original, primary; (gram., of 
words) radical, not derivative; (math., of 
line, figure, etc.) from which another is 
derived, from which some construction 
begins, etc.; (of colours) primary; (geol.) 
of the earliest period; (biol.) appearing in 
earliest or very early stage of growth 
etc.; P~ Methodist Connexion, society of 
Methodists founded 1810 by Hugh Bourne 
by secession from main body, P~ Method¬ 
ist, Methodism., member, principles, of 
this. 2. n. Painter of period before 
Renascence, picture by such painter; 
~ word, line, etc.; P~ Methodist. Hence 
~ly2 adv.,~NESS n. [ME & OF primitif f. 

L primitivus (as prime2)] 

pri'mo1 (pre-), n. (mus.). Upper part in 
duet etc. [It.] ^ 

prim'o% adv. ~, seciin'dd, ter'tid (-shi-), in 
the first, second, third, place (written 
1°,2°, 3°). [L] 

primogen'itor, n. Earliest ancestor; 
(loosely) ancestor, [med. L, f. L primo 
(at) first +genitor begetter (gignere genit- 
bring forth, see -or), after L primogenitus 
first-born] 

primogen'it|ure, n. Fact of being the 
first-born of the children of the same 
parents; (right of) ~ure, right of succes¬ 
sion belonging to the first-born, esp. 
feudal rule by which whole real estate of 
intestate passes to eldest son. So ~al, 

~ary1, aa. [f. med. L primogenilura (as 
prec., see -ure)] 

prim<5hd'ial, a. Existing at or from the 
beginning, primeval; original, funda¬ 
mental. Hence ~ITY (-fLE) n., ~LY2 adv. 

prince 

[ME, f. LL primordialis (L primordium f. 
primus first +ordiri begin, see -al)] 

prim'rose (-z), n. Plant bearing pale 
yellow flowers in early spring; flower of 
this; (attrib.) of the colour of this flower; 
the ~ path, the pursuit of pleasure (w. ref. 
to Hand. i. iii. 50); || P~ Hay, League, 
anniversary of the death (Apr. 19th, 1881) 
of. Conservative association formed in 
memory of, Benjamin Disraeli Earl of 
Beaconsfield; P~ dame, knight, habitation, 
(of the P~ League); ~ peerless, two- 
-flowered narcissus. Hence prim'rosy2 

(-z-) a. [ME primerose, corresp. to OF 
primerose & med. L prima rosa lit. first 
rose, sense unexpl. ] 

prim'ula, n. Kind of herbaceous peren¬ 
nial with flowers of various colours, 
[med. L, fem. adj. as n., dim. as prime2, 

see -ule ] 
prim’um mSb'HS, n. Outermost sphere 
added in Middle Ages to Ptolemaic 
system, supposed to revolve round earth 
in 24 hours carrying with it the contained 
spheres; (fig.) prime source of motion or 
action, [med. L, lit. first moving thing] 

prim'us1, a. & n. 1. || (In boys’ school) 
eldest (or of longest standing) of the 
name, as Jones ~ (usu. written Jones i.; 
similarly secundus ii., terlius iii., quartus 
iv., quintus v., sextus vi., septimus vii., 
octdv'us viii., nonus ix., M'cimus x.); (L) 
~ In’ter par'es (-z), first among equals, 
senior or spokesman of a board of col¬ 
leagues. 2. n. || Presiding bishop in 
Scottish Episcopal Church. [L, = first] 

prim'us2, n. Brand of stove burning va¬ 
porized oil for cooking etc. [P] 

prince, n. 1. (Now rhet.) sovereign ruler; 
P~ of Peace, Christ; ~ of darkness, the air, 
the world, etc., Satan. 2. Ruler of small 
State, actually or nominally feudatory to 
king or emperor. 3. Male member of 
royal family, esp. (in Great Britain) son 
or grandson of king or queen (also ~ of 
the blood). 4. P~ of Wales, (title conferred 
on) heir apparent to British throne (P~ of 
Wales’s feathers, triple ostrich plume); 
P~ Consort, (title conferred on) husband 
of reigning female sovereign being himself 
a ~; P~ of Danmark, Hamlet (Hamlet 
without the P~ of Denmark, thing robbed 
of its essence). 5. (As English rendering 
of foreign titles) noble usu. ranking next 
below duke; (as courtesy title in some 
connexions) duke, marquis, earl; (title of 
cardinal) ~ of the (Holy Homan) Church. 
6. (fig.). Chief, greatest, (o/ novelists, 
liars, etc.). 7. *P~ Albert (colloq.), frock- 
-coat; ~ bishop, bishop who is also a~; 
P~ Regent, ~ who acts as regent, e.g. 
George (afterwards IV); ~ royal, eldest 
son of reigning monarch; P~ Rupert’s 
drops, pear-shaped lumps of glass bursting 
to pieces when thin ends are broken off; 
*—s feather, kinds of plant, esp. tall plant 
with feathery spikes of small red flowers ; 
~’s meted, alloy of copper & zinc. Hence 
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~'DOM (-sd-), ~'KIN (-sk-), ~'I,ET, ~'IING1 
(2), (-S1-), nn., ~'like (-si-), a. [ME, f. OF, 
f. L princeps -cipis first, prince, (primus 
first -F -cipere = capere take)] 

prince'lly (-si-), a. (Worthy) of a prince; 
sumptuous, splendid. Heuce ~Iness n. 
[-LY1] 

prin'cess (or -Ss' exc. when followed by 
name), n. (Arch.) queen; wife of prince; 
(also ~ of the blood) daughter, grand¬ 
daughter, of sovereign; ~ royal, (title con- 
ferrable on) sovereign’s eldest daughter; 
P~ Regent, ~ acting as regent, (also) wife 
of prince regent; ~ dress, petticoat, slip, 
(made without a seam at the waist). [ME 
& OF princesse (as prince, see -ess1)] 

prin'cipal, a. & n. 1. First in rank or im¬ 
portance, chief, as their ~ food is potatoes, 
the ~ tovm of the district, the ~ persons 
concerned; ~ boy, girl, actress who takes 
leading male, female, part in pantomime; 
main, leading, as a ~ cause of his failure. 
2. (Of money) constituting the original 
sum invested or lent. 3. (gram.). ~ sen¬ 
tence, clause, one to which another is 
subordinate; ~ parts of verb, those from 
which the others can be derived. 4. n. 
Head, ruler, superior; head of some 
colleges & universities, whence ~ship n. 
5. Person for whom another acts as agent 
etc., as I must consult my ~; person 
directly responsible for crime, either (~ 
in the first degree) as actual perpetrator or 
(~ in the second degree) as aiding; person 
for whom another is surety; combat¬ 
ant in duel (opp. second). 6. Any of the 
main rafters on which rest the purlins 
that support the common rafters. 7. 
Capital sum as distinguished from interest 
or from income. 8. Organ diapason stop 
sounding octave above normal. [ME, f. 
OF, or L principalis adj. (as prince, see 
-AL)]_ 

principality, n. Government of a prince; 
State ruled by a prince; || the P~, Wales; 
(pi.) an order1 1 of angels. [ME, f. OF 
principalile f. LL principalitatem (as prec., 
see -ty)] 

principally, adv. For the most part, 
chiefly. [-LY2] 

prin'eipate, n. (Rom. hist.) rule of 
early emperors while some republican 
forms were retained; State ruled by a 
prince. [ME, f. L principatus (as prince, 

see -ate1)] 

prin'ciple, n. 1. Fundamental source, 
primary element, as held water to be the 
first ~ of all things. 2. Fundamental truth 
as basis of reasoning etc., as (first) ~s of 
political economy, (phys.) general law 
(often with discoverer’s name, as Pascal's 
~); general law as guide to action, as 
moral, conservative, ~s, a dangerous ~, 
whence -prin'ciplED2 (-Id) a.; in ~, dist. 
from in detail', (pi. & collect, sing.) personal 
code of right conduct, as a man of high~, 
has ability but no~s, ~ is everything; o?i~, 
from settled moral motive, as 1 refuse on 
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~ (not from selfish motive etc.). 3. Law 
of nature seen in working of machine etc., 
as in all these instruments the ~ is the same. 
4. (chem.). Constituent of a substance, 
esp. one giving rise to some quality etc., 
as bitter, colouring,~. [ME, f. OFprincipe 
f. L principium, after manciple, participle ] 

prink, v.t. & i. Make (oneself etc.) spruce; 
dress oneself up; (of bird) trim (feathers); 
dress oneself up. [16th c., cf. prank2] 

print1, n. 1. Indentation in surface pre¬ 
serving the form left by pressure of some 
body, as ftnger-~, foot'~, whence ~'less 

a. 2. Printed cotton fabric, as (attrib.) 
~ dress. 3. Language embodied in printed 
form, printed lettering, as large, small, 
clear, ~; state of being printed; book is 
in ~, (I) in printed form, (2) on sale, not 
out of ~ (sold out); (of writer) rush into 
~, publish book, write to newspaper etc., 
on insufficient grounds; (chiefly U.S.) 
printed publication, esp. newspaper; pic¬ 
ture, design, printed from block or plate; 
(photog.) picture produced from nega¬ 
tive. 4. ~ hand, letters (imitating ~); '— 
-seller, dealer In engravings etc.; ~-shop, 
his shop; ~-works, factory where cotton 
fabrics are printed. [ME, f. OF priente, 
preinle, f. p.p. of preindre press f. L 
premere ] 

print2, v.t. 1. Impress, stamp, (surface, 
e. g. pat of butter, with seal, die, etc.; a 
mark or figure on, in, yielding or other 
surface); (fig.) impress (idea, scene, etc., 
on mind, memory). 2. Produce (book, 
picture, etc., or abs.) by applying inked 
types, blocks, or plates, to paper, vellum, 
etc.; (of author or editor) cause (book, 
MS.) to be so ~ed; express, publish, in 
print, as not bound to ~ every opinion you 
hold-, write (words, or abs.) in imitation 
of typography. 3. Mark (textile fabric) 
with decorative design in colours; trans¬ 
fer (coloured design) from paper etc. to 
unglazed surface of pottery. 4. (photog.). 
(Also ~ out, off) produce (picture) by 
transmission of light through negative. 
Hence ~'able a. [ME prente, printe, app. 
f. prec.] 

prin'ter, n. In vbl senses, esp.: one who 
prints books; owner of printing business; 
printing instrument; P~s’ Bible (with 
P~s for Princes, Ps. cxix. 161); ~’s devil 1; 
~’s mark (device, trade-mark); ~’s pie, 
= PIE3 n. [-ER1] 

prin'ting, n. In vbl senses; ~-ink, •— 
-press, (for ~ on paper etc. from types 
etc.). [-ING1] 

pri'or1, n. Superior officer of religious 
house or order, (in abbey) officer next 
under abbot, so ~ESS1 n. Hence or cogn. 
~ate1(1), ~ship, nn. [late OE prior f. L 
prior (foil.); in ME also f. OF pri(o)ur] 

pri'or2, a. & adv. 1. Earlier; antecedent 
in time, order, or importance, (to). 2. adv. 
~ to, before, as existing ~ to his appoint¬ 
ment. So prio'riTY n. (also, an interest 
having a ~ claim to consideration; in 
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recent use freq. with qualification, as a 
first, top, ~ity). [L, f. OL pri before] 

pri'ory, n. Monastery, nunnery, governed 
by prior(ess); alien ~ alien, (depend¬ 
ent on abbey in foreign country). [ME, f. 
AF priorie, med. L prioria (as prec., see 
-Y1)] 

II prise. See prize3. 
pri' sm, n. Solid figure whose two ends 
are similar, equal, & parallel rectilineal 
figures, & whose sides are parallelo¬ 
grams ; transparent body of this form, 
usu. triangular, with refracting surfaces 
at acute angle with each other; (loosely) 
spectrum produced by refraction through 
~, (pi.) prismatic colours; —glasses, 
binoculars (in which triangular ~s are 
used to shorten the instrument); prune's 
& ~. Hence pris'mAL (-z-) a. [f. LL f. 
Gk prisma -matos thing sawn (prizo saw)] 

prismat'ic (-z-), a. Of, like, a prism; 
~ compass, hand-compass used in survey 
work, with attached prism enabling the 
dial to bo read while the sight is taken; 
~ powder, gunpowder whose grains are 
hexagonal prisms; (of colours) formed, 
distributed, etc., by transparent prism, 
(also) brilliant, so pris'mY2 (-z-) a.; the 
~ colours, seven into which ray of light is 
separated by prism. Hence prismat- 
ically (-z-) adv. [as prec., see -ic] 

pris'moid (-z-), n. Body like prism, with 
similar but unequal parallel polygonal 
ends. Hence prismoid'AL (-z-) a. [-oid] 

pris'on (-zn), n., & v.t. 1. Place in which 
person is kept in captivity, esp. building 
to which person is legally committed 
while awaiting trial or for punishment; 
custody, confinement, as lie, put (person), 
in ~ ; ~-bird, = GAOL-bird; breaking, 
breaking out of lawfully confined person 
from so breaker; ~ editor (hist.), 
editor of newspaper taking legal responsi¬ 
bility for its contents & serving terms of 
imprisonment entailed by conviction; 
<•—house (usu. rhet.), ~. 2. v.t. (poet.). 
Imprison. [ME & OF prisun, -on, f. L 
prensionem (pre(hc)ndere prens- seize, 
see -ion)] 

pris'oner (-zn-), n. Person kept in prison ; 
~ (at the bar), person in custody on criminal 
charge & on trial; ~ of State, State ~, 
(confined for political reasons); (also ~ of 
war, abbr. P.O.W.) one who has been 
captured in w7ar; take (person) ~, seize 
& hold as (fig.) am a ~ (confined by 
illness etc.) to my room or chair, made her 
hand a ~ (secured it); ~s’ bars, base, game 
played by two parties of boys etc., each 
occupying distinct base or home. [ME, f. 
OF prisonier, as prec., see -er2(2)] 

pris'tine, a. Ancient, primitive, good old. 
[f. L pristinus former] 

II prith'ee (-din), int. (arch.). Pray, please, 
as tell me, [ = (I) pray thee ] 

priv'acy (also pri-), n. Being withdrawn 
from society or public interest, as lived in 
absolute ~, must disturb your~; avoidance 

privilege 

of publicity, as in such mailers ~ is im¬ 
possible. [ME; PRIVATE, -ACY] 

privat-docent, -/sent, (prevail(/ dots5nt'), 
n. (In German univv.) private teacher or 
lecturer recognized by university but not 
on salaried staff. [G ] 

priv'ate, a. & n. 1. (Of person) not 
holding public office or official position; 
II ~ (soldier), ordinary soldier without 
rank, oue below non-commissioned 
officers (freq. prefixed, as P~ Smith); ~ 
member of House of Commons (not mem¬ 
ber of Government). 2. Kept, removed, 
from public knowledge, as the matter was 
kept ~, had ~ reasons. 3. Not open to the 
public, as ~ door, news, came through ~ 
channels, ~ boarding-house, carriage, hotel, 
theatricals; ~ view (of exhibition of pic¬ 
tures esp. before it is opened to the 
public). 4. ~ eye, ~ detective; ~ house, 
dwelling-house of ~ person (opp. to his 
shop or office, to public house, or to public 
building); ~ parts, genitals (■—protector, 
guard worn at cricket etc.); ~ school 
(!| carried on for owner’s profit, cf. public ; 
~ schoolmaster, of or In this). 5. One’s 
own, as my ~ goods, property; individual, 
personal, not affecting the community, as 
motives of ~ malice; (Pari.) ~ bill, act 
(affecting individual or corporation only). 
6. Confidential, as asked for some ~ con¬ 
versation ; this is for your ~ ear (confiden¬ 
tial). 7. (Of place) retired, secluded; 
(arch., of person) given to retirement. 
8. In ~, ~ly, in ~ company or life. 
9. n. pi. ~ parts. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, 
f. L privalus, orig. p.p. of privare deprive] 

privateer', n. Armed vessel owned & 
officered by private persons holding com¬ 
mission from government (letters of 
marque) & authorized to use it against 
hostile nation esp. in capture of merchant 
shipping, whence ^ng^I) n.; com¬ 
mander, (pi.) crew, of this. [f. prec. 
+ -eer, prob. after volunteer] 

priva'tion, n. Loss, absence, (of quality), 
as cold is the ~ of heat; want of the com¬ 
forts or necessaries of life, as died of ~, 
suffered many ~s. [ME, f. L privalio 
(PRIVATE, -ATION)] 

priv'ative, a. Consisting in, marked by, 
the loss or removal or absence of some 
quality or attribute, as cold is merely ~ 
(cf. prec.): (of terms) denoting privation 
or absence of quality etc.; (gram., of 
particles etc.) expressing privation, as 
(Gk gram.) alpha ~ (a- = not-). Hence 
•—'LY2 adv. [f. F (-if, -ive) or L privativus 
(as PRIVATE, sec -IVE)] 

priv'et, n. Bushy evergreen shrub with 
small white flowers & small shining black 
berries, much used for hedges; ~-hawk, 
large species of moth depositing eggs on 
~. [16th c., of unkn. orig.] 

privilege, n., & v.t. 1. Right, advan¬ 
tage, immunity, belonging to person, 
class, or office (~ of Parliament, those of 
either House or its members; breach of ~, 
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esp., infringement of any of these); 
special advantage or benefit, as to con¬ 
verse with him teas a ~; ~ (benefit ') of 
clergy, bill of ~, petition of peer demand¬ 
ing to be tried by his peers; writ of ~, 
writ to deliver ~d person from custody 
when arrested in civil suit; monopoly, 
patent, granted to individual, corpora¬ 
tion, etc.; II ~ cab (admitted to stand 
for hire in private places esp. railway 
station). 2. v.t. Invest with ~, allow 
(person to do) as ~; exempt (person from 
burden etc.). Hence priv'ilegED1 (-ijd) 
a. [ME; (n.) f. L privilegium bill, law, 
affecting an individual (privus private + 
lex legis law), & OF privilege-, (vb) f. 
med. L privilegiare Sc OF privilegier] 

priv'ity, n. (Law) any relation between 
two parties that is recognized by law, e.g. 
that of blood, lease, service; being privy 
(to designs etc.). [ME, f. OF privete f. L 
primts private, see -ty ] 

priv'y, a. & n. 1. (Of things, places, etc.) 
hidden, secluded; ~ parts, genitals; (of 
action) secret, whence priv'iLY2 adv.; ~ 
to, in the secret of (person’s designs etc.). 
2. II P~ Council, sovereign’s private 
counsellors, (in Great Britain) body of 
advisers chosen by sovereign (now chiefly 
as personal dignity, most functions being 
performed by Cabinet, committees, etc.) 
together with princes of blood, arch¬ 
bishops, etc.; I! ~ counsellor, -cillor, 
private adviser, esp. (abbr. P.C.) member 
of P~ Council; || ~ purse, allowance from 
public revenue for monarch’s private 
expenses, keeper of this; II ~ seal, seal 
affixed to documents that are afterwards 
to pass, or that do not require, the Great 
Seal; Lord (keeper of the) P~ Seal. 3. 
n. Latrine (arch., exc. U.S.); (law) person 
having a part or interest in any action, 
matter, or thing. [ME & OF prive 
private ] 

prize1, n., & v.t. 1. Reward given as 
symbol of victory or superiority to 
student in school or college who excels in 
attainments, to competitor in athletic 
contest, to exhibitor of best specimen of 
manufactured products, works of art, 
etc., in exhibition; (fig.) anything striven 
for or worth striving for, as many ~s in 
the Church, missed all the great of life; 
money or money’s worth offered for com¬ 
petition in lottery etc. 2. (attrib.). ~ ox, 
poem, etc. (to wdiich~ is adjudged in show, 
competition, etc.). 3. II ~ fellowship (given 
as reward for eminence in examination), 
~ fellow, holder of this; ~-fight, boxing - 
-match for money, so ~-fighter, ~-fighting, 
nn.; ~'mon, winner of (often specified) ~, 
as Smith’s ~man, winner of Smith’s P~ ; 
~-ring, enclosed area (now usu. square) 
for, (fig.) practice of, ~-fighting. 4. v.t. 
Value highly, as we~ liberty more than life. 
Hence ~'less a. [(n.) diff. sp. of price ; 

(vb) ME, f. OF prisier, var. of preisier 
praise ] 

prize2, n., & v.t. Ship, property, captured 
at sea in virtue of rights of war; || <■—court, 
department of admiralty court concerned 
with ~s; II ~-money (realized by sale of 
~, esp. hist., such money as awarded to 
crew of capturing ship); make ~ of (cargo, 
ship, etc.), seize thus; become (lawful etc.) 
~, be thus seized; (fig.) find or windfall 
(see what a ~ 7 have found!); (v.t.) make ~ 
of. [ME & OF prise taking, fem. p.p. of 
prendre f. L prehendere -hens- seize; 10th 
c. sp. prize & later identified w. prize1] 

II prize3, -se, v.t., & n. Force (lid etc. up, 
out, box etc. open) by leverage; (n.) lever¬ 
age, purchase. [ME & OF prise levering 
instrument, as prec.; 17th c. vb f. n. ] 

pro1, prep. ~ bdri'o pub'lico, for the public 
good; ~ form’a adv. & a., (done) for 
form’s sake; ~ hac vi'ce, for this occasion 
only; ~ rat'a adv. & a., proportionally); 
~ re nat'a adv. & a., for an occasion as it 
arises, as a meeting held ~ re nata, a ~ re 
naia meeting-, ~ tan'to, so far, to that 
extent; ~ tlm'pore adv. & a. (abbr. pro 
tern,.), for the time, as made secretary pro 
tern-, the pro tern, secretary. [L] 

pr52, n. (colloq.; pi. ~s). A professional. 
[abbr. ] 

pro- ’, pref. (before vowel) = L pro in front 
of, for, on behalf of, instead of, on ac¬ 
count of. As living E pref. 1. In sense 
‘ substitute(d) for ’, as ~-cathed'ral a. & 
n., (church) used as substitute for cathe¬ 
dral, II ~-proc'tor, assistant or deputy 
proctor in uniw.,~-rec'tor, vice-rector in 
uniw. etc.; ~Lleg, fleshy abdominal limb 
of larvae of some insects, e.g. cater¬ 
pillars. 2. In sense ‘ (person) favouring or 
siding with ’ (cf. anti-), as-—Bo'era. Sen., 
~-Brit'ish, ~-educational, ~-Neg'ro a. & 
n., ~-pap'ist a. & n., ~-slav'ery, ~-ta'riff 
reform. 

pro-2, pref. = Gk pro before (in time, 
place, order, etc.) in wds f. Gk & in mod. 
scientific wds. 

pro'a, n. Malay boat, esp. a type of sail¬ 
ing-boat. [f. Malay pra(h)u, also used in E ] 

pro and con, adv. & n. 1. (Of arguments 
or reasons) for & against, on both sides. 
2. n. pi. Pros cons, reasons for & against, 
[f. L pro et contra] 

pr6babil'ior|ism, n. (R.-C. casuistry). 
Doctrine that the side on which evidence 
preponderates ought to be followed (cf. 
foil.). So ~ist n. [f. L probabilior more 
PROBABLE -f -ISM ] 

prob'abillism, n. Doctrine that where 
authorities differ any course may be fol¬ 
lowed for which recognized doctor of the 
Church can be cited (cf. prec.); theory 
that there is no certain knowledge, but 
may be grounds of belief sufficient for 
practical life. So ~ist n. [as probable 
+ -ISM] 

For other words in pro- see pro-1. 
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probability, n. Quality of being prob¬ 
able ; in all ~y, most likely; there is no ~y 
(likelihood) of his coming; (most) probable 
event, as what are the ~ies, the ~j/ is that he 
will come-, (math.) likelihood of an event, 
measured by the ratio of the favourable 
cases to the whole number of cases pos¬ 
sible, as from a bag containing 3 red balls 
<£’ 7 white the ~j/ of a red ball’s being drawn 
first is 3\10. [f. F probcibiliU or L probabi¬ 
lity (as foil., see -ty)] 

prob'able, a. & n. 1. That may be ex¬ 
pected to happen or prove true, likely, as 
reckon the ~ cost, it is — that he forgot, gives 
a ~ accoun t of the matter. 2. n. A ~ candi¬ 
date, member, selection, etc. Hence 
prob'abLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF, or f. L 
probabilis (probare prove, see -ble)] 

prob'ang, n. Surgeon’s strip of whale¬ 
bone with sponge, button, etc., at end for 
introducing into throat, [altered f. in¬ 
ventor’s wd provang (orig. unkn.), perh. 
on probe ] 

prob'ate, n. Official proving of will; 
verified copy of will with certificate as 
handed to executors; ~ duty, tax on per¬ 
sonal property of deceased testator. [ME, 
f. L probalum neut. p.p. of probare prove] 

proba'tion, n. Testing of conduct or 
character of person esp. of candidate for 
membership in rehgious body etc. (on ~, 
undergoing it before full admission etc.); 
moral trial or disciphne; system of releas¬ 
ing young criminals esp. first offenders on 
suspended sentence duringgood behaviour 
under supervision of person (~ officer) act¬ 
ing as friend & adviser. [ME, f. OF 
probacion or L probatio (as prove, see 
-ation)] 

proba'tion|ary (-sho-), a. Of, serving for, 
done in the way of, probation, so ~al a.; 
undergoing probation, [-ary1] 

probationer (-sho-), n. Person on proba¬ 
tion, e.g. hospital nurse at early stage of 
training; offender under probation. 

Hence ~ship n. [-er1] 

prob'ative, a. Affording proof, evidential. 
[f. L probativus (as prove, see -ive)] 

probe, n., & v.t. 1. Blunt-ended surgical 
instrument usu. of silver for exploring 
wound etc.; *(fig.; f. vb) investigation. 
2. v.t. Explore (wound, part of body) 
with ~, penetrate (thing) with sharp 
instrument; (fig.) examine closely, sound, 
(person, motive, report, etc.), [(vb f. n.) 
f. LL proba proof, med. L examination] 

probity, n. Uprightness, honesty, [f. L 
probitas (probus good, see -ty)] 

prob'lem, n. 1. Doubtful or difficult 
question, as how to prevent it is a ~, the 

<— of ventilation; (attrib.)~ child (difficult 
to control, unruly), ~ play, novel (in 
which social or other ~ is treated). 2. 
Thing hard to understand, as his whole 
conduct is a ~ to me. 3. (Geom.) proposi¬ 
tion in which something has to be con¬ 
structed (cf. theorem); (phys., math.) 
inquiry starting from given conditions to 

investigate a fact, result or law, as 
Kepler’s ~; (chess) arrangement of pieces 
on the board in which player is challenged 
to accomplish specified result, often under 
prescribed conditions, [f. ME & OF 
probleme f. L f. Gk problema -matos f. 
pro2(hall6 throw)] 

problematical), aa. Doubtful, ques¬ 
tionable, as its success is ~, the whole 
question is ~; (log.) enunciating or sup¬ 
porting what is possible but not neces¬ 
sarily true. Hence problematically2 
adv. [f. F problematique or LL f. Gk pro- 
blematikos (as prec., see -ic) ] 

prob'lem(at)ist, nn. One who studies or 
composes (esp. chess) problems, [-ist] 

proboscld'ean, -Ian, aa. & nn. Having a 
proboscis; of, like, a proboscis; (mammal) 
of the order Proboscidea, containing 
elephant & extinct ahies. [f. mod. L Pro¬ 
boscidea -F -AN ] 

probos'cis, n. Elephant’s trunk; long 
flexible snout of tapir etc.; elongated part 
of mouth of some insects; sucking organ 
in some worms; (joe.) human nose; ~- 
-monkey (with nose projecting far beyond 
mouth). So proboscidiF'EROUs, probos- 
cid'iFORM, aa. [L, gen. -cidis, f. Gk pro- 
boskis f. pro2(bosko feed)] 

proced'ur|e (-dyer), n. Proceeding; mode 
of conducting business (esp. in parlia¬ 
ment) or legal action. Hence ~al (-dyer-) 
a., of or relating to ~e. [f. F procedure (as 
foil., see -ure)] 

proceed', v.i. Go on, make one’s way, (to 
place); go on (with, in, action, investiga¬ 
tion, remarks, etc., to another subject, to 
do); adopt course of action, as how shall 
we ~ ?; take legal proceedings against 
person; (abs.) go on to say, as ‘ in either 
case ’ he ~ed ‘ our course is clear ’; || ~ to 
(take) the degree of M.A., ~ (take degree 
of) M.A.; (of action) be carried on, take 
place, as the case, the play, will now ~; 
come forth, issue, originate, as sobs 
heard to ~ from next room, volumes ~ from 
the Pitt Press, exertions ~ from a f alse hope. 
[ME, f. OF proceder f. L pro 1(cedere cess- 
go)] 

proceeding, n. In vbl senses, esp.: ac¬ 
tion, piece of conduct, as a high-handed 
~ ; legal ~s, (steps taken in) legal action, 
as shall institute legal ~s (go to law); (as 
title) P~s of Royal Society etc. [-ing1] 

pro'ceeds, n. pi. Produce, outcome, pro¬ 
fit, as the ~ will be devoted to charity, [f. 
proceed v.; sing, now obs. ] 

proceleusmatic, a. & n. (prosody). ~ 
(foot), metrical foot of four short syhables. 
[f. LL f. Gk prokeleusmatikos f. prokeleus- 
ma exhortation f. pro2 (keleud command), 
see -ic] 

procellarian, a. & n. (Bird) of the genus 
or family to which petrels belong, [f- -L 
procella storm, see -ASIAN ] 

pro'cess1, n., & v.t. 1. Prog’-r’^*. course, 
esp. in ~ of construction con¬ 
structed etc., in ~ o-"‘ e’ 85 tune goes 



on; course of action, proceeding, esp. 
method of operation in manufacture, 
printing, photography, etc.; natural or 
involuntary operation, series of changes. 
2. (Print from block produced by) method 
other than simple engraving by hand. 
3. Action at law, formal commencement 
of this, summons or writ (—server, 
sheriff’s officer). 4. (anat., zool., bot.). 
Outgrowth, protuberance. 5. v.t. Insti¬ 
tute legal ~ against (person); treat 
(material), subject (food) to special ~, 
reproduce (drawing), by a~. Henco~ER‘, 
~0R, nn. [ME & OF proces f. L processus 
■us, as proceed ; vb f. n., exc. legal use f. 
OF processer] 

process'2, v.i. (colloq.). Walk in proces¬ 
sion. [back formation f. foil. ] 

proce'ssion (-shn), n., & v.i. & t. Pro¬ 
ceeding of body of persons (or of boats 
etc.) in orderly succession, esp. as religi¬ 
ous ceremony or on festive etc. occasion, 
as go, walk, in ~; body of persons doing 
this; (fig.) ill-contested race; (theol.) 
emanation of the Holy Ghost; ~ cater¬ 
pillars, kinds that go in ~, so ~ moth, 
whence ~ary1 (-sho) a.; (v.i.) go in ~; 
(v.t.) walk along (street) in ~. [ME, f. OF 
f. L processionem (as proceed, see -ion)] 

proce'ssional (-sho-), a. & n. 1. Of proces¬ 
sions ; used, carried, sung, in processions. 
2. n. ~ hymn; (eccl.) office-book of ~ 
hymns etc. [f. med. L processional is a., 
-le n., (as prec., see -al)] 

proce'ssion|ist (-sho-), n. One who goes 
in procession. So ~ize v.i. [-1ST] 

prods verbal (prdsa'varbahT), n. (pi. 
-haux pr. -bo). Written report of proceed¬ 
ings, minutes; (Fr. law) written state¬ 
ment of facts in support of charge. [F] 

pro'chronism (-k-), n. Referring of event 
etc. to an earlier than the true date, as 
races held in June & called by a ~ the 
Mays. [f. pro-2 on anachronism] 

proclaim', v.t. Announce publicly & 
officially (thing, that); declare (war, 
peace); announce officially the accession 
of (sovereign); declare (person, thing) 
officially to be a (traitor etc.); declare 
publicly or openly (thing, that); place 
(district [etc.) under legal restrictions, 
prohibit (meeting etc.), by declaration, 
as the whole county is ~ed. So proclam a- 
tion n., proclam'atORY a. [ME -clame f. 
L pro\clamare cry out), sp. after claim] 

proclit'ic, a. & n. (gram.). (Monosyllable) 
closely attached in pronunciation to 
following word & having itself no accent, 
as at home', [f. pro-2 on enclitic] 

procliv'ity, n. Tendency (to, towards, 
action or habit, esp. bad one, to do), [f. 
L proclivitas f. PRO 1(clivis f. clivus slope), 

-ty] 

prt>o,5n'sul, n. (Rom. hist.) governor of 
Rom^vproYince, in later republic usu. 
an ex-coffiswunder empire) governor of 

procure 

senatorial province; II (rhet.) governor of 
modern colony etc.; (;pro-consul) deputy 
consul. Hence or cogn.~AR1 a.,~ATE1(l), 
~SfflP, nn. [ME, f. L, earlier pro console 
(one acting) for consul] 

procras'tin|ate, v.i. & t. Defer action, be 
dilatory; (rare) postpone (action). Hence 
or cogn. ~atingLY2 adv., ~a'tion, 
~atOR, nn., ~ativn, ~atORY, aa. [f. L 
PRO l(crastinare f. crastinus of tomorrow 
f. eras), see -ate3] 

proc'relate, v.t. Beget, generate, (off¬ 
spring, or abs). Hence or cogn. ~ant, 
~ativE, aa., ~a'tion n. [f. L pro 1 (creare 
CREATE) ] 

Procrus'tean, a. Tending to produce 
uniformity by violent methods, [f. Gk 
Prolcroustes, lit. stretcher, name of fabu¬ 
lous robber who fitted victims to his bed 
by stretching or mutilation, see -an ] 

II proc'tor, n. (Camb. & Oxf. Uniw.) each 
of two officers (senior, junior, ~) appointed 
annually & charged with various func¬ 
tions esp. discipline of persons in statu 
pupillari; (law) person managing causes 
in court (now chiefly eccl.) that adminis¬ 
ters civil or canon law; King’s, Queen’s, 
P~, official who has right to intervene in 
probate, divorce, & nullity cases when 
collusion or suppression of facts is alleged. 
Hence proctoi'iAL a., ~ship n. [late ME 
syncopation of procurator] 

II proc'torizle, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Exercise 
proctor’s authority on (undergraduate 
etc.). Hence~a'tion n. [-ize] 

procum'bent, a. Lying on the face, pros¬ 
trate; (bot.) growing along the ground, 
[f. L pro 1(cumbere lay oneself) fall for¬ 
wards, -ENT] 

procuration, n. Procuring, obtaining, 
bringing about, so procur'AL(2), pro- 
cut'ance, nn.; function, authorized ac¬ 
tion, of attorney; II (eccl.) provision of 
entertainment for bishop or other visitor 
by incumbent etc., now commuted to 
money payment; (fee for) negotiation of 
loan; procurer’s trade or offence. [ME, f. 
OF, or f. L procuratio (as procure, see 
- ATION ) ] 

proc'urator, n. (Rom. hist.) treasury 
officer in imperial province; agent, proxy, 
esp. one vrho has power of attorney; 
magistrate in some Italian cities; II ~ 
fiscal, public prosecutor of district in 
Scotland. Hence or cogn. procuratob'iAL 
a., ~SHip n. [ME, f. OF (-tour) or L pro¬ 
curator (as procure, see -or)] 

proc'uratory, n. Authorization to act for 
another, esp. letters of ~. [f. LL procura- 
toriurn neut. adj. (as procure, see -ory)] 

proc'uratrix, n. Inmate of nunnery 
managing its temporal concerns. [L, aa 
foil., -trix] 

procure', v.t. & i. Obtain by care or effort, 
acquire, as must ~ a copy, cannot ~ em¬ 
ployment; (arch.) bring about, as his 

For other words in pro- see pro-1. 
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death by poison; act as procurer or pro¬ 
curess. Hence procur'ABLE a., ~ment 
(-arm-) n. [ME, f. OF procurer f. L pro *- 
(curare see to)] 

procur'ler, n. In vbl senses, esp. man or 
woman who procures women for gratifica¬ 
tion of another’s lust. So ~ess1 n. [ME 
& AF procurour f. L as procurator] 

prod, v.t. & i. (-dd-), & n. 1. Poke with 
pointed instrument, end of stick, etc.; 
(fig.) stimulate to action; make ~ding 
motion at. 2. n. Poke, thrust, pointed 
instrument. [16th c., perh. imit. ] 

prodeli'sion (-zhn), n. Elision of initial 
vowel (as in I’m for I am), [f. L prod- = 
TRO-1 + ELISION] 

prod'igal, a. & n. Recklessly wasteful 
(person); lavish of; ~ son, repentant 
sinner, returned wanderer, etc. (Luke xv. 
11-32). Hence or cogn. ~ity (-al-) n., 
~ly2 adv. [obs. F, or f. LL *prodigalis f. 
L prodigus wasteful, see -al] 

prod'igalize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Spend 
lavishly, [-ize] 

prodi'gious (-jws), a. Marvellous, amaz¬ 
ing; enormous; abnormal. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ' 'NESS n., (-jus-), [f. L prodigiosus 
(as foil., see -ous)] 

prod'Igy, n. Marvellous thing, esp. one 
out of the course of nature; wonderful 
example of (some quality); person en¬ 
dowed with surprising qualities, esp. pre¬ 
cocious child, as (attrib.) a ~ violinist. 
[f. L prodigium portent] 

prod'romle, n. Preliminary book or 
treatise (to another); (med.) premonitory 
symptom (of), whence ~al, prodrom'ic, 
aa. [F, f. mod. L f. Gk pro2 (dromos 
running)] 

prod'uce1, n. Amount produced, yield, 
esp. in assay of ore; (also raw~) agricul¬ 
tural & natural products collectively; re¬ 
sult (of labour, efforts, etc.), [f. foil. ] 

produce'2, v.t. Bring forward for inspec¬ 
tion or consideration, as will ~ evidence, 
witnesses, reasons, ~ your tickets; bring 
(play, performer, book, etc.) before the 
public; (geom.) extend, continue, (line to 
a point); manufacture (goods) from raw 
materials etc.; bring about, cause, (a sen¬ 
sation etc.); (of land etc.) yield (produce); 
(of animal or plant) bear, yield, (offspring, 
fruit). So produciBiL'iTY n., produ'ciBLE 
a. [ME, f. L PRO 1(ducere duct- lead)] 

produ'cer, n. In vbl senses, esp.: (pol. 
econ.) one who produces article of con¬ 
sumption (cf. consumer); (cinomat.) per¬ 
son generally responsible for production 
of a film (apart from direction of the act¬ 
ing) ; ~ gas, combustible gas, properly that 
formed by passing air through red-hot 
carbon, but often used for the ‘semi-water 
gas’ formed by passing steam and air 
through red-hot carbon, [f. prec. + -ER1] 

prod'uct, n. Thing produced by natural 
process or manufacture; result, as the ~ 
of his labours; (math.) quantity obtained 
by multiplying quantities together; 

professional 

(chem.) compound not previously exist¬ 
ing in a body but formed during its de¬ 
composition. [ME, as PRODUCE2] 

production, n. Producing; total yield; 
thing produced, esp. literary or artistic 
work. [ME, f. OF, f. L productionem (as 
prec., see -ion)] 

productive, a. Producing, tending to 
produce, as ~ of figs, ~ of great annoy¬ 
ance; (pol. econ.) producing commodities 
of exchangeable value, as ~ labour(er); 
producing abundantly, as a ~ soil, mine, 
writer. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n., prO- 
ductiv'iTY n., capacity to produce, 
quality or state of being ~, production 
per man-hour, (loosely) intensified pro¬ 
duction. [f. F (-if, -ive), or LL productivus 
(as produce2, see -ive)] 

pro'em, n. Preface, preamble, to book or 
speech, beginning, prelude. Hence pro- 
em'iAL a. [ME, f. OF pro(h)eme f. L f. Gk 
prooimion] 

profane'1, v.t. Treat (sacred thing) with 
irreverence or disregard; violate, pollute, 
(what is entitled to respect). So profan- 
a'tion n. [ME prophane f. OF proploaner 
f. L profanare, as foil. ] 

profane'2, a. Not belonging to what is 
sacred or biblical, as ~ history, literature, 
ivriter, sacred and~ love; not initiated into 
religious rites or any esoteric knowledge; 
(of rites etc.) heathen; irreverent, blas¬ 
phemous, so profan'iTY n. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ~ness n. [ME, f. OF prophane or 
med. L -phanus f. L pro l(fanus f. fanum 
temple) before i.e. outside the temple] 

profess', v.t. & i. Lay claim to (quality, 
feeling), pretend (to be or do), as they ~ 
extreme regret, does not ~ to be a scholar; 
openly declare, as they ~ themselves quite 
content, I ~ (that) this is news to me; 
affirm one’s faith in or allegiance to (reli¬ 
gion, God, Christ); make (law, medicine, 
flute-playing, the flute, etc.) one’s pro¬ 
fession or business; teach (subject) as 
professor; perform duties of a professor. 
[ME, f. L pro 1(fiteri fess- = futeri con¬ 
fess)] 

professed' (-st), a. Self-acknowledged, as 
a~ Christian; alleged, ostensible, whence 
profess'edLY2 adv.; claiming to be duly 
qualified, as a ~ anatomist; ~ monk, nun 
(that has taken vows of religious order), 
[p.p. of prec.] 

profession (-shn), n. Declaration, avow¬ 
al, as in practice if not in ~, accept my 
sincere ~s of regard, spare me these ~s; 
declaration of belief in a religion; vow 
made on entering, fact of being in, a 
religious order; vocation, calling, esp. 
one that involves some branch of learning 
or science, as the learned ~s (divinity, law, 
medicine), the military ~, a carpenter by ~, 
whence ~less a.; the body of persons en¬ 
gaged in this, esp. (theatr. si.) actors, as 
lets apartments to the ~. [ME, 1 GF, f. L 
professionem (as profess, spo -ion)] 

professional (-sho-), — & n. 1. Of, 
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belonging to, connected with, a profes¬ 
sion, as ~ men, etiquette, jealousy; ~ 
'politician, agitator, etc. (making a trade 
of politics etc.); ~ cricketer, golfer, etc. 
(playing for money, cf. amateuk). 2. n. 
~ man, esp. (abbr. pro)~ cricketer, golfer, 
etc. Hence ~ly 2 adv. [-AX] 

profe'ssional|ism (-sho-), n. Qualities, 
stamp, of a profession; practice of em¬ 
ploying professionals. So ~ize(3) v.t. [-ISM] 

profess'or, n. II One who makes profes¬ 
sion (of a religion); public teacher of high 
rank, esp. holder of a chair in university 
(prefixed as title, abbr. Prof.), whence 
r^ATE 1(1), ~ess1, professor'iATEtl), 
~ship, nn., professcSr'iAL a., professor^ 
ialLY2adv.; (as grandiose title) P~ Smith’s 
Boxing Dormice etc.; (si.) professional. 
[ME, f. AF -our or L (as profess, see 
-OR)] 

proff'er, v.t., & n. 1. Offer (gift, services, 
etc., arch, to do; esp. in p.p.). 2. n. Offer. 
[ME; (n. f. AF profre) f. AF proffrir 
(PRO -1 + offrir OFFER) ] 

profi'cient (-shnt), a. & n. Adept, expert, 
(in, at, an art etc., in doing). Hence 
profi'ciENCY n., ~ly2 adv., (-shn-). [f. L 
as profit1, see -knt] 

prof'ille (-fel, -fil), n., & v.t. 1. Drawing, 
silhouette, or other representation, of side 
view esp. of human face, whence ~ist n.; 
drawn etc. in (as seen from one side); 
side outline esp. of the human face; 
(journalism) short biographical or charac¬ 
ter sketch; (fortif.) transverse vertical 
section of fort, comparative thickness of 
earthwork etc.; flat outline piece of 
scenery on stage. 2. v.t. Represent in 
~e, give a ~e to. [(n. f. It. profdo now 
prroff-) f. It. (now proff-) via.01(filare spin 
f. L jilare f. filum thread)] 

prof'it1, n. Advantage, benefit, as have 
studied it to my ~, no ~ in such pursuits; 
pecuniary gain, excess of returns over 
outlay; (book-keep.) ~ & loss account, 
account in which gains are credited & 
losses debited so as to show net ~ or loss 
at any time; ~-sharing (of ~s esp. between 
employer & employed). Hence ~less a., 
~lessLY2 adv.,~lessNESs n. [ME, f. OF, 
f. L profeclus -us f. pro 1(ficere fect-=- 
facere do) advance] 

prof'it2, v.t. & i. (Of thing) be of ad¬ 
vantage to (person etc. orig. indirect ob¬ 
ject), as it will not ~ him, what unit it ~ 
him?; be of advantage; (of person etc.) be 
benefited or assisted, as hope to ~ by your 
advice, ~ed by the conf usion to make my 
escape. [ME, f. OF profiter as prec.] 

profitable, a. Beneficial, useful, as ~ 
conservation; yielding profit, lucrative, as 
a ~ speculation. Hence ~ness n., profit¬ 
able2 adv. [ME, f. OF (profit1 +-able)] 

profiteer', v.i., & n. 1. Make inordinate 
prints out of the State’s or the consumer’s 
straits "tegt). of contractors & traders in 

times of scarcity). 2. n. ~ing person. 
[PROFIT, -eer] 

prof'liglate, a. & n. 1. Licentious, dis¬ 
solute; recklessly extravagant. 2. n. 
~ate person. Hence ~acy n., ~ateLY2 
adv. [f. L pro 1(fligare = ftigere strike 
down) overthrow, ruin, see -ate3] 

profound', a. & n. 1. Having, showing, 
great knowledge or insight, as ~ states¬ 
man, inquiry, treatise; demanding deep 
study or thought, as ~ doctrines; (of state 
or quality) deep, intense, unqualified, as 
fell into a ~ sleep, take a ~ interest, simu¬ 
lated a ~ indifference; having, coming 
from, extending to, a great depth, as ~ 
crevasses, a ~ (deep-drawn) sigh, ~ (deep- 
-seated) gangrene. 2. n. (poet.). The vast 
depth (of ocean, futurity, the soul, etc.). 
Hence or cogn. ~ly2 adv., ~ness, pro- 
fun'dlTY, nn. [ME, f. OF profund, -fond 
f. L pro ’'■(fundus bottom) deep] 

profuse', a. Lavish, extravagant, (in, 
of, gifts, promises, expenditure, etc.); (of 
things) exuberantly plentiful. Hence or 
cogn. ~ly2 (-si-) adv., ~ness (-sn-), 
profu'siox (-zhn), nn. [f. L pro 1 (fundere 
fus- pour)] 

prdg1, n. (si.). Food, esp. for journey or 
excursion. [17th c.; prob. f. obs. (exc. 
dial.) prog to forage etc.] 

II prog2, || progg'ins (-ginz), nn. & vv.t. 
(si.). Proctor at Oxford or Cambridge; 
(v.t.) proctorize. [abbr.] 

progen'itive, a. Capable of, connected 
with, the production of offspring, [as 
foil., -IVE] 

progen'itlor, n. Ancestor of person, 
animal, or plant; (fig.) political or in¬ 
tellectual predecessor, original of a copy. 
Hence ~ot'ial a., ~orsmp, ~rESS1, nn. 
[ME, f. OF progeniteur or L progenitor f. 
pro\gignere genii- beget), see -or] 

progen'Iture, n. (Begetting of) offspring, 
[as prec., see -ure] 

pro'geny, n. Offspring of person, animal, 
or plant; descendants; (fig.) issue, out¬ 
come. [ME, f. OF progenie f. L progenies 
f. pro'(gignere beget)] 

II proggins. See prog2. 
proglott'lis, n. (pi. ~ide.s). Segment of 
tapeworm, [f. Gk vno^iglossis f. glossa, 
-tta, tongue), from its shape] 

prog'nath|ous (or -na-), a. With pro¬ 
jecting jaws; (of jaws) projecting. So 
prognath'ic a., ~ism(2) n. [f. PRO-2 + Gk 
gnathos jaw + -ous] 

prognoses, n. (pi. -oses). Prognostication, 
esp. (med.) forecast of course of disease. 
[LL, f. Gk pro2(gndsis f. gno- know)] 

prognostic, n. & a. 1. Pre-indication, 
omen, (of); prediction, forecast. 2. adj. 
Foretelling, predictive, (of), [(n. ME, f. 
OF pronostique) f. L f. Gk prognostikon 
f. pro %(gignosko learn), -ic] 

prognosticate, v.t. Foretell (event, 
that); (of things) betoken. Hence or cogn. 

For other words in pro- see pro-1. 
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~able, ~ativE, ~atoRy, aa., ~a'tion, 
~atOR, nn. [f. med. L pro(g)nosticare (as 
prec.), see -ate3] 

programme, -am, n., & v.t. 1. Descrip¬ 
tive notice of series of events, e.g. of 
course of study, concert, etc.; definite 
plan of intended proceedings; (colloq.) 
what is the ~ for (what are we going to do) 
today?-, ~-music (intended to suggest 
series of scenes or events); ~ picture 
(cinemat.), film of some length forming 
part, but not the main feature, of the 
2. v.t. Make a ~ or definite plan of. [f. 
LL f. Gk programma f. YRo\grapho write) 
write publicly; -me now usu., but cf. 
diagram, telegram, etc.] 

prog'ress l, n. Forward or onward move¬ 
ment in space, as made slow ~, continued 
his ~; an inquiry is now in ~ (going on); 
advance, development, as made no ~ in 
his studies, the ~ of civilization, disease 
made rapid ~ ; || (arch.) state journey, 
official tour, esp. royal ~. [ME, app. 
f. OF progresse, f. L pro1 (gredi gress- 
= gradi walk) ] 

progress'2, v.i. Move forward or on¬ 
ward ; be carried on, as the controversy still 
~es; advance, develop, as we ~ in know¬ 
ledge, science ~es. [f. prec.; Amer. revival 
of obs. E, later re-adopted into E] 

progression (-shn), n. Progress, as mode 
of~; (math.) arithmetical, geometrical, 
harmonic, ~; (mus.) passing from one 
note or chord to another. Hence ~al 
(-sho-) a. [ME, f. OF or L progressio (as 
progress1, see -ion)] 

progre'ssionist (-sho-), n. Advocate of 
progress e.g. in political or social matters 
(also prog'ressiST n.); one who holds 
that life on the earth has been marked by 
gradual progression to higher forms. [-1ST] 

progressive, a. & n. 1. Moving forward, 
as ~ motion; proceeding step by step, suc¬ 
cessive ; ~ whist etc. (played by several 
sets of players at different tables, certain 
players passing after each round to next 
table); advancing in social conditions, 
character, efficiency, etc., as a ~ nation; 
(of disease) continuously increasing; 
favouring progress or reform, as ~ prin¬ 
ciples, party, whence progress'iviSM n. 
2. n. Advocate of ~ policy. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ~ness n. [F (-if, -ive), as progress 1, 
see -ive] 

prohib'it, v.t. Forbid, debar, (action, 
thing, person from doing). Hence or cogn. 
~ER‘, ~or, nn. [ME, f. L pro 1(hibere 
hibit-= habere hold)] 

prohibi'tion (-dib-), n. Forbidding; edict, 
order, that forbids; forbidding by law of 
sale of intoxicants, whence ~ist (-oibisho-) 
n.; (law) writ from High Court of Justice 
forbidding inferior court to proceed in 
suit as being beyond its cognizance. [ME, 
f. OF, or L prohibitio (as prec., see 
-ION)] 

prohibitive, a. Prohibiting; serving to 
prevent the use or abuse or purchase of a 

prolative 

thing, as ~ tax, published, ai a ~ price. 
Hence or cogn. ~ly2 adv., ~ness n., 

prohib'itoRY a. [F (-if, -ive), as pro¬ 

hibit, see -ive] 

project'l, v. t. & i. Plan, contrive, (scheme, 
course of action, etc.); cast, throw, impel, 
(body into space etc.); ~ oneself, go out 
of oneself into another’s feelings, the 
future, etc., (spirit.) make a phantom of 
oneself visible to a distant person; 
(chem.)' cast (substance into, on, etc.); 
cause (light, shadow) to fall on surface 
etc.; (fig.) cause (idea etc.) to take shape; 
(geom.) draw straight lines from a centre 
through every point of (given figure) to 
produce corresponding figure on a surface 
by intersecting it, draw (such lines), pro¬ 
duce (such corresponding figure); make 
projection of (earth, sky, etc.); (intr.) pro¬ 
trude. [f. L pro *(jicireject-=jaclre throw) ] 

proj'ect2, n. Plan, scheme. [ME, as prec.] 
projec'tile, a. & n. 1. Impelling, as ~ 
force; capable of being projected by force, 
esp. from gun. 2. n. ~ missile, [as prec. 
+ -ILE ] 

projection, n. 1. Throwing, casting. 
2. Transmutation of metals, as powder of 
~, alchemists’ powder of philosophers’ 
stone. 3. Planning. 4. Protruding; pro¬ 
truding thing; thrusting forward. 5. 
(geom.). Projecting of a figure (see pro¬ 

ject1); ~ of a point, point in derived 
figure corresponding to point in original 
figure. 6. Representation on plane sur¬ 
face of (any part of) surface of earth or 
of celestial sphere, as Mercator’s ~ (in 
which points of compass preserve same 
direction all over the map). 7. Mental 
image viewed as objective reality. 8. 
(cinemat.). Display of films by throwing 
image on screen, whence ~ist (-sho-) n. 
[f. L projectio (as prec., see -ion), or f. F] 

projec'tive, a. (Geom.) of, derived by, 
projection, ~ properly of a figure (un¬ 
changed after projection); mentally pro¬ 
jecting or projected, as ~ imagination. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [[as prec., see -ive] 

projec'tor, n. One who forms a project; 
promoter of speculative companies; 
apparatus for projecting rays of light or 
throwing image on cinematograph screen, 
[as prec., see -or] 

prolapse', v.i., & n. (path.). Slip forward 
or down out of place; (n.) = foil. [f. L 
prol(labi laps- slip); n. f. foil.] 

proldp'sus, n. (path.). Slipping forward 
or down of part of organ esp. of uterus or 
rectum. [LL, gen. -iis, as prec.] 

prol'ate, a. (Geom., of spheroid) length¬ 
ened in direction of polar diameter (cf. 
oblate) ; growing, extending, in width; 
(fig.) widely spread; (gram.) = foil. Hence 
'—-ly2 adv. [f. L pro Hferre lot- carry) pro¬ 
long] 

prolat'Ive, a. (gram.). Serving to extend 
or complete predication, as in ‘ you can 
go ’ go is a ~ infinitive, [f. LL prolativus 
(prec., -ive)] 

5813 
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prolegom'enlon, n. (usu. in pi. ~a). Pre¬ 
liminary discourse or matter prefixed to 
book etc., introduction. Hence ~ary1, 
~ous, an. [Gk prolegomenon neut. pass, 
part, of PR02(legfd say)] 

prolSp'sis, n. (pi. -pses). Anticipation; 
(gram.) anticipatory use of adjectives, 
as in So those two brothers & their mur¬ 
dered man Rode past fair Florence. Hence 
or cogn. prolSp'tic a., prolep'tiCALl.Y 
adv. [L, f. Gk prolepsis f. pro2(lamband 
take) ] 

proletaire', n. = foil. n. Hence prole- 
tair'iSM(2) n. [f. F proletaire, as foil.] 

proletar'ian, a. & n. (Member) of the 
proletariate. Hence or cogn. ~ism(2) n., 
prOl'etARY1 n. [f. L proletaries one who 
served the State not with property but 
with offspring (proles), see -ary 1 & -an ] 

proletar'iat(e), n. (Rom. hist.; & mod., 
freq. derog.) lowest class of community; 
(pol. ccon.) indigent wage-earners, labour¬ 
ing classes; dictatorship of the ~, Com¬ 
munist ideal of domination by the~ after 
the suppression of capitalism & the 
bourgeoisie, [f. F proletariat (as prec., 
see -ate1)] 

prol'icide, n. Killing of offspring, esp. 
before or soon after birth. Hence pro- 
licid'AL a. [f. L proles offspring + -cede ] 

prolif'er|ate, v.i. & t. Reproduce itself, 
grow, by multiplication of elementary 
parts; produce (cells etc.) thus; increase 
rapidly. So ~a'tion n., ~ativE a. [back 
form. f. proliferofion f. F proliferation (as 
foil., see -ation)] 

prolif'erous, a. (Bot.) producing leaf or 
flower buds from leaf or flower, (also) 
producing new individuals from buds; 
(zool.) multiplying by budding; (path.) 
spreading by proliferation, [f. L proles 
offspring, see -perotts] 

prolif'Ic, a. Producing (much) offspring; 
abundantly productive of, abounding in. 
Hence ~acy [irreg.], prolifi'ciTY, ~ness, 
nn. [f. F -ique or med. L prolificus (as 
prec., see -fic)] 

proli'gerous, a. Bearing offspring, gener¬ 
ative. [as prec.+L -ger -bearing+ 
-ous ] 

prol'ix (or proliks'), a. Lengthy, tediously 
wordy, as ~ speech, writer. Hence or cogn. 
prolix'iTY n., ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
prolixe or L prolixus (liquere be liquid)] 

prOl'ocutor (or prolo1), n. Chairman 
|| esp. of lower house of convocation of 
either province of Church of England. 
Hence~SHiP n. [ME, L, f. pro 1(loqui locnt- 
speak), -or] 

prOl'ogize (-j-), -guize (-giz), -ise (-iz), 
vv.i. Write, speak, a prologue, [(-gize) f. 
Gk prologizo as foil., (-gu-) f. foil. + 
-ize] 

prol'ogue (-5g), n., & v.t. Preliminary 
discourse, poem, etc., esp. introducing 
play (cf. epilogue); (fig.) act, event, serv¬ 

ing as introduction (to); (v.t.) introduce, 
furnish, with a [ME, f. OF, f. L f. Gk 
pro2(logos speech)] 

prolong'’, v.t. Extend (action, condition, 
etc.) in duration; extend in spatial 
length; lengthen pronunciation of (syll¬ 
able etc.). So ---'ABLE (-nga-) a,, prolongA- 
tion (-ngg-) n. [ME, f. LL pro \longare, as 
LONG1)] 

prolu'sion (-oozhn),n. Preliminary essay, 
article, or attempt. So prolus'oitY (-do-) 
a. [f. L prolusio f. pro l(ludere lus- play) 
practise beforehand] 

prom, n. (colloq.). = promenade concert, 
[abbr. ] 

promenade' (-ahd, -ad), n., & v.i. & t. 
1. Walk, ride, drive, taken for exercise, 
amusement, or display, or as social cere¬ 
mony ; place, esp. paved public walk, for 
this; ~ concert, one at which (part of) 
audience is not seated and can move 
about; ~ deck, an upper deck on a liner, 
where passengers may ~. 2. v.i. Make a 
~, whence promenad'ER1 (-ahd-, -S,d-) n. 
3. v.t. Make a ~ through (place); lead 
(person) about a place esp. for display. 
[F, f. promener take for walk f. L PRO1- 

(minare threaten) drive (beasts), -ade] 
Prometh'ean, a. Of, like, Prometheus in 
his skill or punishment, [f. Gk Prome¬ 
theus (demigod who made man from clay, 
stole fire from Olympus & taught men 
the use of it & various arts, & was chained 
by Zeus to rock in Caucasus), see -an ] 

prom'inlent, a. Jutting out, projecting; 
conspicuous; distinguished. Hence or 
cogn. ~ence, ~ency, nn., ~entLY2 adv. 
[f. L v&o\minere, see eminent)] 

promis'cuous, a. Of mixed & disorderly 
composition, as a ~ mass; (w. pi. n.) of 
various kinds mixed together; indiscri¬ 
minate, as ~ massacre, hospitality; ~ 
bathing (of both sexes together); ~ sexual 
relations (unrestricted by marriage or 
cohabitation); (colloq.) casual, as took a~ 
stroll. Hence or cogn. promiscu'il’Y n., 
~ly2 adv. [f. L pro‘(miseuws f. miscere 
mix) + -ous ] 

prom'ise1, n. Assurance given to a 
person that one will do or not do some¬ 
thing or will give or procure him some¬ 
thing ; thing promised, as I claim your ~; 
preach1 o/~; land of ~ (see foil.); (fig.) 
ground of expectation of future achieve¬ 
ments or good results, as book, writer, 
of great ~. [ME, f. L promissum p.p. of 
PROx(mittere send) put forth, promise] 

prom'ise2, v.t. & i. Make (person) a 
promise to give or procure him (thing), 
as I ~ you a fair hearing; make (person) 
a promise (to do, that thing shall be done 
etc.); (abs.) cannot positively ~; ~ one¬ 
self, look forward to (a pleasant time 
etc.); (colloq.) / ~ (assure) you, it will not 
be so easy; (fig.) afford expectation of, as 
these discussions ~ future storms, seem 

For other words in pro- see pro-1. 
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likely (to do); (abs.) ~ well etc., hold out 
good etc. prospect; ~d land (also land of 
promise), Canaan (Gen. xii. 7 etc.), heaven, 
any place of expected felicity. Hence 
prom'isEiGn. [ME, f. prec.] 

promisee', n. (law). Person to whom 
promise is made. So prom'isoR n. [-ee] 

prom'ising, a. Likely to turn out well, 
hopeful, full of promise, as ~ boy, sky, 
beginning. Hence~LY2 adv. [-ino2] 

prom'issory, a. Conveying or implying 
a promise; (rare) full of promise (of); ~ 
note, signed document containing written 
promise to pay stated sum to specified 
person or to bearer at specified date or 
on demand, [f. med. L promissorius (as 
promise1, see -ORY)] 

prom'ontorly, n. Point of high land jut¬ 
ting out into sea etc., headland; (anat.) 
kinds of protuberance in the body. Hence 
~iED2 (-rid) a. [f. med. L promontorium 
altered (on mons -ntis mount) f. L pro- 
munturium ] 

promote', v.t. Advance, prefer, (person 
to position, higher office; was ~d major, to 
be major, to the rank of major, to majority, 
not to major); help forward, encourage, 
(process, result); support actively the 
passing of (law), take necessary steps for 
passing of (local or private act of parlia¬ 
ment) ; ‘publicize & sell (product); (chess) 
raise (pawn) to rank of queen etc. Hence 
or cogn. promS'tiON n., promot'iVE a. 
[ME, f. L pro\moveremot- move)] 

promot'er, n. In vbl senses, esp. (also 
company—) one who promotes formation 
of joint-stock company (freq. derog., 
whence ~ism n.). [-ER1] 

prompt1, a. & n. 1. Ready in action, 
acting with alacrity, as a ~ assistant, 
made, done, etc., readily or at once, as 
~ reply, decision, payment, whence or 
cogn. ~'iTUDE, ~'ness, nn., ~'ly2 adv.; 
for ~ cash (on the spot); (commerc., of 
goods) for immediate delivery & pay¬ 
ment, as ~ iron. 2. n. Time limit for 
payment of account, stated on ~-nole, as 
what is the ~ ? [ME ; (n. f. adj.) OF, orf. L 
promptus f. promere preempt- produce 
(pro-1+emere take)] 

prompt2, v.t., & n. 1. Incite, move, (per¬ 
son etc. to action, to do); supply (actor, 
reciter, or abs.) with the words that come 
next, assist (hesitating speaker) with sug¬ 
gestion; inspire, give rise to, (feeling, 
thought, action). 2. n. Thing said to help 
the memory esp. of actor; ~-6oofc, copy 
of play for prompter’s use; —(prompter’s) 
box on stage; ~ side of stage (usu. to 
actor’s left; abbr. p.s.). [ME, f. med. L 
*promptare, as prec.] 

prompt'er, n. One who prompts, esp. 
(theatr.) person stationed out of sight of 
audience to assist actor’s memory. [ -er 1 ] 

promp'ting, n. In vbl senses, esp. the ~s 
of conscience etc. [-ing 1 ] 

prom'ulglate, v.t. Make known to the 
public, disseminate (creed etc.), proclaim 

pronouncing 

(decree, news). Hence or cogn. ~a'tion, 

~atOR2, nn. [f. L promnlgare, see -ate3] 

promulge' (-j), v.t. (arch.). = prec. [as 
prec. ] 

prona'os, n. (Gk ant.). Space in front of 
body of temple, enclosed by portico & 
projecting side walls. [L, f. Gk PRO2(naos 
temple)] 

pron'jate, v.t. (physiol.). Put (hand, fore 
limb) into prone position (cf. SUPINATE). 
So ~a'tion n. [f. LL pronare (as prone), 

see -ate3] 

pronat'or, n. (anat.). Muscle that effects 
or helps pronation, [med. L (as prec., 
see -or)] 

prSne, a. Having the front or ventral part 
downwards, lying face downwards, (loose¬ 
ly) lying flat, prostrate, as fell ~, whence 
~'ly2 (-nl-) adv.; (of ground) having 
downward aspect or direction, (loosely) 
steep, headlong; disposed, liable, (to qua¬ 
lity, action, or condition, to do). Hence 
~'ness (-n-n-) n. [ME, f. L pronus] 

proneur' (-n€t), n. Extoller, eulogist. [F] 
prong, n., & v.t. Forked instrument, e.g. 
hay-fork; each pointed member of fork, 
whence (-)~ed2 (-ngd) a.; (v.t.) pierce, 
stab, turn up (soil etc.), 'with ~; ~-buck, 
-horn, -horned antelope, N.-Amer. deer¬ 
like ruminant, [c. 1500, of unkn. orig. ] 

pronom'inal, a. Of (the nature of) a pro¬ 
noun. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. LL pronomi- 
nalis f. L PRO l(nomen -minis noun), see 
-AL] 

prSn'oun, n. Word used instead of (pro¬ 
per or other) noun to designate person or 
thing already mentioned or known from 
context or forming the subject of inquiry 
(used also to include pronominal & other 
adjectives, see below); personal ~s (I, 
we, thou, you, he, she, it, they); interro¬ 
gative ~s (who, what, which); relative ~s 
(who, that, which); possessive ~s, ad¬ 
jectives representing possessive case (my, 
her, o-ur, etc., with absolute forms mine, 
hers, ours); demonstrative ~s (this, that); 
distributive ~s (each, every, either, etc.); 
indefinite ~s (any, some, etc.), [pro-1 + 
noun, after F pronom, L pronomen 
(prec.)] 

pronounce', v.t. & i. 1. Utter, deliver, 
(judgement, sentence, curse, etc.) formally 
or solemnly, state, declare, as one’s 
opinion, as / ~ the pears unripe, cannot 
~ him (or that he is) out of danger, whence 
~ment (-sm-) n. 2. Pass judgement, give 
one’s opinion, (on, for, against, in favour 
of). 3. Utter, articulate, (words, or abs.), 
as ~ more distinctly, esp. with reference 
to different modes, as how do you ~ ‘ful¬ 
some cannot —> French, whence ~able 

(-sabl) a. [ME, f. OF pronuncier f. L prol- 
(nuntiare announce f. nuntius messenger)] 

pronounced' (-st), a. In vbl senses, also, 
strongly marked, decided, as ~ tendency, 
magenta, flavour. Hence pronoun'cedi.Y2 
adv. [-ed1] 

pronouncing, n. In vbl senses; (attrib.) 
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~ dictionary (in which pronunciation is 
indicated), [-ing1] 

•pron'to, adv. (si.). Promptly, quickly. 
[Sp.] 

pron'tosil, n. One of the sulphonamide 
group of drugs. [P] 

pronunciamen'to, n. (pi. ~s). Proclama¬ 
tion, manifesto, esp. (in Spanish-speaking 
countries) one issued by insurrectionists, 
[f. Sp. pronunciamiento, also used in E, f. 
L as pronounce, see -ment] 

pronuncia'tion, n. Mode in which a 
word is pronounced; a person’s way of 
pronouncing words, as his ~ is often 
faulty. [ME, f. OF, or f. L pronuntiatio (as 
PRONOUNCE, see -ATION) ] 

proof1, n. 1. Evidence sufficing or helping 
to establish a fact, as this requires no~, as 
a ~ of his esteem, ~ positive of his intention 
or that he intended, whence ~'less a.; 
spoken or written legal evidence. 2. 
Proving, demonstration, as not capable of 
~, in ~ of my assertion. 3. II (Sc. law). 
Trial before judge instead of by jury. 
4. Test, trial, as must be brought to the ~, 
will stand a severe ~, the ~ of the pudding 
is in the eating. 5. (Place for) testing of 
fire-arms or explosives. 6. (arch.). Proved 
impenetrability, as armour of ~. 7. 
Standard of strength of distilled alcoholic 
liquors. 8. (First) ~, trial impression 
taken from type, in which corrections etc. 
may bo made (cf. revise); reader, 
-reading, (person employed in) reading & 
correcting~s ;~-sheet, sheet of~. 9. Each 
of a limited number of careful impressions 
made from engraved plate before printing 
of ordinary issue & usu. (also ~ before 
letters) before inscription is added; 
artist's, engraver’s, ~ (taken for examina¬ 
tion or alteration by him); signed ~, 
early ~ signed by artist. 10. Test-tube. 
11. ~ -plane, conductor fixed on insulating 
handle & used in measuring electrification 
of a body. [ME & OF proeve, preve, later 
prof, f. LL proba, as prove] 

proof2, a., & v.t. 1. (Of armour) of tried 
strength; impenetrable, as ~ against the 
severest weather, the pricks of conscience, 
esp. in comb., as bomb, bullet, burglar, fire, 
fool1, rain, sound, weather, -~, water 1- 
~. 2. v.t. Make (thing) ~, esp. make 
(fabric etc.) waterproof, [adj. f. prec., 
app. by ellipsis of of; vb f. prec., or f. adj.] 

prop1, n., & v.t. & i. (-pp-). 1. Rigid 
support, esp. one not forming structural 
part of thing supported, e.g. pole; 
||clothes-~; (fig.) person etc. who up¬ 
holds institution etc. 2. v.t. Support (as) 
by ~ (lit. & fig.), hold up thus. 3. v.i. (Of 
horse etc.) come to a dead stop with fore¬ 
legs rigid. [15th c., prob. f. MDu. proppe; 
vb f. n., or MDu. proppen] 

prop2. See proposition. 
prop3, n. (colloq.). Aircraft propeller, 

[abbr.] 

prop", n. (theatr.). Stage property, 
[abbr.] 

propaedeut'ic, a. & n. (Subject, study) 
serving as introduction to higher study; 
(n. pi.) preliminary learning. Hence ~al 
a. [f. Gk YB.o\paideud teach f. pais paidos 
child), see -ic] 

propagan'da, n. 1. (Congregation, Col¬ 
lege, of) the P~, committee of cardinals in 
charge of foreign missions. 2. Association, 
organized scheme, for propagation of a 
doctrine or practice; doctrines, informa¬ 
tion, etc. thus propagated; efforts, 
schemes, principles, of propagation. [It., 
f. mod. L congregatio de propaganda fide 
congregation for propagation of the faith] 

propagandist, n. Member, agent, of a 
propaganda, whence ~ism n., —is'tic a., 
~ize(2, 4) v.i. & t.; proselytizer; mission¬ 
ary, convert, of the Propaganda. [-1ST] 

prop'aglate, v.t. 1. Multiply specimens 
of (plant, animal, disease, etc.) by natural 
process from parent stock; (of plant etc.) 
reproduce (itself, or abs.). 2. Hand down 
(quality etc.) from one generation to 
another. 3. Disseminate, diffuse, (state¬ 
ment, belief, practice). 4. Extend the 
operation of, transmit, (vibration, earth¬ 
quake, etc.). Hence or cogn. ~a'tion, 
~atOR, nn., ~atrvE a. [f. L propagare 
multiply plants from layers, f. pro l(pago 
f. root of pangere fix, set), see -ate3] 

proparox'ytone, a. & n. (Gk gram.). 
(Word) with acute accent on antepenult, 
[f. Gk moHparoxutonos paroxytone)] 

propel', v.t. (-11-). Drivo forward, give 
onward motion to, (lit. & fig.); jet2—led. 
[ME, f. L pro '(pellere puls- drive)] 

propell'ant, -ent, a. & n. Propelling 
(agent); explosive that propels bullet or 
shell from fire-arm. [-ant, -ent] 

propell'er, n. In vbl senses, esp., revolv¬ 
ing shaft with blades usu. (screw ~) set at 
an angle & twisted like thread of screw7, 
for propelling ship or aircraft; ~ turbine 
or prop'-jet engine, aircraft engine having 
a turbine-driven ~. [-ER1] 

propensity, n. Inclination, tendency, (to 
condition, quality, thing, to do, for doing). 
[f. now rare propense f. L propensus in¬ 
clined, p.p. of pro 1(pendere hang) + -ixy ] 

prop'er, a. l.(arch.). (Usu. w. possessive 
pron. & occas. w. own) own, as with my 
own ~ eyes. 2. (astron.). ~ motion, that 
part of the apparent motion of fixed star 
etc. supposed to be due to its actual move¬ 
ment in space. 3. Belonging, relating, ex¬ 
clusively or distinctively (to, or abs. as ~ 
psalms, lessons, ~ to particular day). 
4. (gram.). ~ noun or name, name used to 
designate an individual person, animal, 
town, ship, etc. (e.g. Jane, Neddy, 
London, Victory). 5. Accurate, correct, 
as in the ~ sense of the word. 6. (Usu. foil, 
its noun) strictly so called, real, genuine, 
as within the sphere of architecture ~; ~ 

For other words in pro- see pro-1. 
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fraction (less than unity). 7. (colloq.). 
Thorough, complete, as will be a ~ row 
about this. 8. (arch.). Handsome, as a ~ 
man. 9. Fit, suitable, right, as choose the 
~ time, do it the ~ way. 10. In conformity 
with demands of society, decent, respec¬ 
table, as she is so distressingly ~, would 
it be quite ~ ? 11. (her.). In the natural, 
not conventional, colours, as a -peacock ~. 
[ME & OF propre f. L proprius] 

prSperispom'enon, a. & n. (Gk gram.). 
(Word) with circumflex accent on penult. 
[Gk pro 2(perispomenon) ] 

prop'erly, adv. Fittingly, suitably, as do 
it — or not at all; rightly, duly, as he very 
~ refused; with good manners, as behave 
~ ; (colloq.) thoroughly, as puzzled him ~. 
[-LV2] 

prop'erty, n. 1. Ow ning, being owned, as 
~ has its duties-, thing owned, posses¬ 
sion^), as the book is his~, regards him as 
her exclusive ~, a man of (great) ~, has a 
small ~ (estate) in Norfolk, personal, 
real2, ~; ~ qualification (based on 
possession of ~), ~ tax (levied directly 
on ~). 2. (theatr.; abbr. prop). Article of 
costume, furniture, etc., used on stage; 
~-man, -master, man in charge of stage 
properties. 3. Attribute, quality, as the 
properties of soda, has the ~ of dissolving 
grease-, (log.) quality common to a whole 
class but not necessary to distinguish it 
from others, cf. differentia. [ME, f. OF 
propriete f. L proprietatem (as proper, see 
-ty)] 

proph'ecy, n. Faculty of a prophet, as 
the gift of ~; prophetic utterance; fore¬ 
telling of future events. [ME, f. OF 
profecie f. LL f. Gk propheteia (as 
PROPHET) ] 

proph'esy, v.i. & t. Speak as a prophet; 
foretell future events; (arch.) expound 
the Scriptures; foretell (event, that, who, 
etc.). [ME, f. OF profecier, as prec.] 

proph'et, n. Inspired teacher, revealer or 
interpreter of God’s will; the ~s, pro¬ 
phetical writers of O.T.,major~s, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, the 12 minor 
~s, Hosea to Malachi; the P~, Moham¬ 
med, (also) Joseph Smith, founder of 
Mormons; Saul among the ~s, person 
revealing unexpected gifts or sympathies 
(see 1 Sam. x. 11); spokesman, advocate, 
(of principle etc.); one who foretells 
events, as am no weather-~; (si.) tipster. 
Hence '--ess1, ~hood, ~ship, nn. [ME, f. 
OF prophete f. L (-la) f. Gk pro2(pheles 
speaker f. phemi speak) spokesman] 

prophet'ic, a. Of a prophet; predicting, 
containing a prediction of (event etc.). 
Hence ~al a., ~alLY2 adv. [f. F (-ique) or 
LL f. Gk prophetikos (prec., -ic)] 

prophylac'tic, a. & n. (Medicine, mea¬ 
sure) tending to prevent disease, [f. Gk 
prophulaktikos f. TR02(phulasso guard)] 

prophylax'is, n. Preventive treatment 
of disease, [f. PR0-2 + Gk phulaxis a 
guarding, after prec.] 

propose 

propin'quity, n. Nearness in place; close 
kinship; similarity, [f. ME & OF pro- 
pinquite f. L propinquitatem (propinquus 
near f. prove near, see -ty)] 

propi'tiate (-shi-), v.t. Appease (offended 
person etc.); make propitious, [f. L pro- 
pitiare (as propitious, see -ate3)] 

propitia'tion (-shi-), n. Appeasement; 
atonement; (arch.) gift etc. meant to 
propitiate, as he is the~ for our sins. [ME, 
f. LL propitiatio (as prec., see -ation)] 

propi'tiatorly (-sho-), a. & n. Serving, 
meant, to propitiate, as a ~y smile-, (n.) 
the mercy-seat (esp. fig. of Christ). Hence 
~iLY2 adv. [ME, f. LL propitiatorius (as 
propitiate, see -ory)] 

propl'tious (-sluts), a. Well-disposed, 
favourable, as the fates were ~ ; (of omens 
etc.) favourable; (of weather, occasion, 
etc.) suitable for, favourable to, (purpose). 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [late ME, f. OF 
propicieus f. L propitius, -OUS] 

prop'olis, n. Red resinous substance got 
by bees from buds to stop up crevices 
wdth. [L, f. Gk rm2(polis city) suburb, 
bec-glue] 

propon'ent, a. & n. (Person) that puts 
forward a motion, theory, or proposal, 
[f. L as propound, see -ent] 

propor'tion, n., & v.t. 1. Comparative 
part, share, as a large ~ of the, earth’s sur¬ 
face, of the profits; comparative relation, 
ratio, as the ~ of births to the population, 
price will be raised in ~ (to the labour etc., 
or abs.); due relation of one thing to 
another or between parts of a thing, as 
windows are in admirable ~, his success 
bore no ~ to his abilities, whence ~less 
(-sho-) a.; was out of (all) ~ to, too great 
for; (pi.) dimensions, as athlete, building, 
of magnificent ~s; (math.) equality of 
ratios between two pairs of quantities, as 
3, 5, 9, & 15 are in ~, set of such quan¬ 
tities, (arith.) rule of three. 2. v.t. Make 
(thing etc.) proportionate to, as must ~ 
the punishment to the crime, whence 
(-)^ed 1 (-shond) a.,~MENT (-sho-)n. [ME ; 
n. OF, or L PRO(portio portion) ; vb f. OF 
proporeixmer or med. L -are] 

propor'tionjal (-sho-), a. & n. I. In due 
proportion, corresponding in degree or 
amount, as a ~al increase in the expense, 
resentment ~al to his injuries, ~al repre¬ 
sentation, so ~able, ~ate2, aa., ~abLY3, 
~ateLY2, advv. 2. n. One of the terms 
of a proportion, as 5, 3, 10, 6, are ~als, 
6 is amean ~al between 3 & 12. Hence or 
cogn. ~al'iTY n., ~-alLY2 adv., (-sho-). [f. 
L proportionalis (as prec., see -al)] 

propor'tionalist (-sho-), n. One who 
plans proportions; advocate of propor¬ 
tional representation. [-1ST] 

propos'al (-z-), n. Act of proposing some¬ 
thing; offer of marriage, as have had a 
~; scheme of action etc. proposed, as the 
~ was never carried out. [-al] 

propose' (-z), v.t. & i. Put forward for 
consideration, propound; set up as an 
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aim, as the object T ~ to myself-, nominate 
(person) as member of society etc.; offer 
(person’s health, person) as toast; make 
offer of marriage (to); put forward as a 
plan, as we ~ (to make) a change, that a 
change should be made-, intend, purpose, 
(to do, doing); (abs.)»i<ro~s, God disposes. 
[ME, f. OF prol(poser, see compose)] 

proposition (-z-), n. Statement, asser¬ 
tion, as a ~ too plain to need argument, 
esp. (log.) form of words consisting of 
predicate & subject; (math., abbr. prbp) 
formal statement of theorem or problem, 
often including the demonstration, as 
Euclid, Book I, ~ 5; proposal, scheme 
proposed; (si.) task, job, problem, ob¬ 
jective, occupation, trade, opponent, 
prospect, etc. Hence ~al (-zisho-) a. 
[ME, f. OF, or L propositio (as foil., see 
-ION)] 

propound', v.t. Offer for consideration, 
propose, (question, problem, scheme, 
matter, etc., to person); produce (will) 
before proper authority in order to 
establish its legality. Hence —er1 n. 
[replacing propone f. L pro 1(ponere posit- 
place), cf. compound etc. ] 

propraet'or, n. (Rom. hist.). Ex-praetor 
with authority of praetor in province not 
under military control. [L, earlier pro 
practore (one acting) for praetor] 

proprietary, a. & n. 1. Of a proprietor, 
as ~ rights-, holding property, as the ~ 
classes-, held in private ownership, as ~ 
medicines (sale of which Ls restricted by 
patent etc.). 2. n. Proprietorship, as an 
exclusive ~; body of proprietors, as the 
landed ~. [f. LL proprictarius (as pro¬ 

perty, see -ary1)] 

propri'etlor, n. Owner. Hence —or'iAL 
a., ~or'ialLY2 adv., ~orsmp, ~rEss1, nn. 
[altered in 17th c. f. prec. ] 

propri'etly, n. Fitness, rightness, as 
doubt the ~y of the term, of refusing him; 
correctness of behaviour or morals, as a 
breach of ~y, (pi.) details of correct con¬ 
duct, as must observe the ~ies. [ME ; (in 
earlier senses ‘ ownership, peculiarity ’) f. 
OF propriete property] 

prop'rio mot'u (or tnot'u prdp'rio), n. 
Form of papal bull without seal & used 
in the administration of the papal court. 
[L, = of our own motion, wds included in 
the formula] 

proptos'lis, n. (path.). Prolapse, protru¬ 
sion, esp. of eye. Hence ~ed1 (-st) a. 
[LL, f. Gk proptosis f. PR02(jnpto fall)] 

propul's|ion (-shn), n. Driving or pushing 
forward; jet2 ~ion; (fig.) impelling influ¬ 
ence. So ~ive a. [F (as propel, see -ion) ] 

propylae'jum, n. (pi. ~«). Entrance to 
temple; the P~a, entrance to Acropolis at 
Athens. [L, f. Gk rno2(pulaion f. pule 
gate)] 

prop'yl|ite, n. Volcanic rock found in 
some silver-mining regions. Hence •—- lt'ic 

a. [f. foil. + -ite l, as opening a volcanic 
epoch] 

pr5p'ylon,n. (pi. -ons, -a). = propylaeum. 
[L, f. Gk proHpulon f. pule gate)] 

prordgue' (-g), v.t. & i. Discontinue 
meetings of (British parliament etc.) 
without dissolving it; (of parliament etc.) 
be~d. So prorogA'TiON n. [ME proroge 
f. OF proroger, -guer f. L pro 1(rogare ask) 
prolong ] 

pros- in comb. = Gk pros to, towards, in 
addition. 

prosa'ic (-z-; also pro-), a. Like prose, 
lacking poetic beauty; unromantic, com¬ 
monplace, dull, as a ~ life, person, view 
of things. Hence prosa'lCALLY adv., 
—'NESS n. [f. F (-ique) or LL prosaicus (as 
prose, see -ic)] 

pros'a|ist (-z-), n. Prose writer; prosaic 
person. So ~ism(4) n. [as prose, see -ist] 

proscen'ium (or pro-), n. (pi. -ia). (In 
ancient theatre) the stage; (mod.) space 
between curtain or drop-scene & orches¬ 
tra, esp. with the enclosing arch. [L, f. 
Gk YROz(skenion f. skene, as scene)] 

proscribe', v.t. Put (person) out of pro¬ 
tection of law; banish, exile, (esp. fig.); 
reject, denounce, (practice etc.) as dan¬ 
gerous etc. So proscrip'tiON n., pro- 
scrip'tiVE a. [f. L pro l(scribere script- 
write) ] 

prSse (-z), n., & v.i. & t. 1. Ordinary non- 
-metrical form of written or spoken 
language (Milton’s ~ u'orks); (eccl.) = 
sequence ; ~ poem, — work of poetical 
style; plain matter-of-fact quality, as the 
~ of existence-, tedious discourse. 2. v.i. 
Talk prosily (about etc.), whence pros'ER1 
(-z-) n. 3. v.t. Turn (poem etc.) into 
[ME, f. OF, f. L prosa (oratio) straight¬ 
forward (discourse), fem. of prosus, earlier 
prorsus ] 

prosec'tor, n. One who dissects dead 
bodies in preparation for anatomical lec¬ 
ture etc. [LL, = anatomist, f. pro 1(secare 
sect- cut), prob. after F prosecteur] 

pros'ecute, v.t. Follow up, pursue, (in¬ 
quiry, studies); carry on (trade, pursuit); 
institute legal proceedings against (per¬ 
son), as trespassers will be ~d, (abs.) shall 
not ~. [ME, f. L pro 1(sequi secut- follow) ] 

prosecu'tion, n. Prosecuting (of pursuit 
etc.); (law) institution and carrying on 
of criminal charge before court; carrying 
on of legal proceedings against person; 
prosecuting party, as the ~ denied this-, 
II director of public ~.s, public prosecutor. 
[ME, f. OF, or f. LL prosecutio (prec., 
-ION)] 

pros'ecutor, n. One who prosecutes esp. 
in criminal court; public ~, law officer 
conducting criminal proceedings in public 
interest. Hence prosecuT'Rix n. (pi. 
-ices pr. -isez). [med. L (as prosecute, see 
-OR)] 

pros'elyt|e, n., & v.t. 1. Convert from 

For other words in pro- see pro-1. 
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one opinion, creed, or party, to another, 
as made many ~es; Gentile convert to 
Jewish faith, ~e of the gate (not submitting 
to circumcision etc.). 2. v.t. (now rare). 
Make a ~e of (person, or abs.). Hence 
~ISM(1, 2), ^izer1, nn., ~ize(2) v.t. (often 
abs.). [ME, f. LL f. Gk PROS(eZwfos f. st. 
elv.th- come) one who has come, convert] 

prosen'chyma (-ngk-), n. (hot.). Tissue 
of elongated cells placed with their ends 
interpenetrating (cf. parenchyma), csp. 
fibro-vascular tissue. Hence ~tous 
(-dngklm-) a. [f. Gk pros toward, as 
PARENCHYMA] 

pros'ify (-z-), v.t. & i. Turn into prose, 
make prosaic; write prose. [-FY] 

pros'ft, int. used in drinking person’s 
health, wishing him success, etc., lit. = 
may it benefit you. [f. Gf. L] 

pros'odly, n. Science of versification, laws 
of metre1. Hence ~I'acal, prosSd'iAi,, 
prosod'ic, aa., ~ist n. [ME, f. L f. Gk 
PROs(did('a as ode)] 

prosopcpoe'ia (-pe'a, -pe'ya), n. (rhet.). 
Introduction of pretended speaker; per¬ 
sonification of abstract thing. [L, f. Gk 
prosopopoiia (prosopon person +poieo 
make) ] 

prospect, n., & v.i. & t. 1. (pros'pfkt). 
Extensive view of landscape etc., as a 
fine, striking, ~; mental scene, as opened 
a new ~ to his mind-, expectation, what 
one expects, as offers a gloomy ~, his 
were brilliant, wo~ of success, have nothing 
in~ at present, whence ~less a.; (mining) 
spot giving ~s of mineral deposit, sample 
of ore for testing, resulting yield; possible 
or probable customer, subscriber, etc. 
2. (prospSkt'). v.i. Explore region {for 
gold etc.), so prospec'tOR (or pros1) n.; 
(fig.) look out for, (of mine) promise (well, 
ill); (v.t.) explore (region) for gold etc., 
work (mine) experimentally, (of mine) 
promise (specified yield). [ME; (vb f. n.) 
as PROSPECTUS] 

prospective, a. Concerned with, apply¬ 
ing to, the future (cf. retrospective), as 
the law was held to be exclusively ~, implies 

obligation; expected, future, some day 
to be, as ~ peer, bridegroom, profit. Hence 
~ly3 adv., ~ness n. [f. obs. F (-if, -ive) or 
LL prospcclivus (as foil., see -ive)] 

prospectus, n. (pi. ~es). Circular de¬ 
scribing chief features of school, com¬ 
mercial enterprise, forthcoming book, etc. 
[L, gen. -us, — prospect, f. pro^spicere = 
specere look)] 

pros'per, v.i. & t. Succeed, thrive, as 
cheats never nothing will ever ~ in his 
hands; make successful, as Heaven ~ our 
attempt. [ME, f. OF prosperer or L pro- 
sperare, as foil. ] 

prosperous, a. Flourishing, successful, 
thriving, as a ~ merchant, enterprise, 
whence or cogn. prospe'riTY n., ~ly2 

adv.; auspicious, as a ~ gale, in a ~ hour. 
[ME, f. OF prospereus f. L prosperous), 
see -ous] 

prostate, n. Large gland, each of several 
small glands, accessory to male generative 
organs in mammals. Hence prostat'ic a. 
[F, or f. mod. L (-la) f. Gk pro^states f. 
sta- stand) one who stands before] 

prosthesis, n. (Gram.) addition of letter 
or syllable at beginning of word; (surg.) 
making up of deficiencies (o.g. by false 
teeth or wooden leg) as a branch of 
surgery. So prosthet'ic a. [LL, f. Gk 
prosthesis f. pros(tilhemi put) 1 

prostitute, n., & v.t. 1. Woman who 
offers her body to indiscriminate sexual 
intercourse esp. for hire. 2. v.t. Make a 
~ of (oneself); (fig.) sell for base gain (one’s 
honour etc.), put (abilities etc.) to infam¬ 
ous use. So prostitu'tiON n. [f. L 
pro l(stituere -ut- = statuere set up, place) 
offer for sale; n. = L prostitula] 

prostrate1 (or -at), a. Lying with face to 
ground, esp. as token of submission or 
humility; lying in horizontal position; 
overcome, overthrown, as had laid the 
Tory party ~; physically exhausted; 
(hot.) lying flat on ground. [ME, f. L p.p. 
as foil.] 

prostrate'2 (or prds-), v.t. Lay (person 
etc.) flat on ground; cast oneself down 
prostrate (at shrine, before person etc.); 
(fig.) overcome, make submissive; (of 
fatigue etc.) reduce to extreme physical 
weakness. So prostra'tlON n. [ME, f. 
L pro 1(stemere strat- lay flat) ] 

prSs'tyie, n. & a. Portico of not more 
than four columns in front of Greek 
temple; (adj.) having a [f. L (-os) f. 
Gk pro2(stulos style2)] 

pros'ly (-z-), a. Commonplace, tedious, 
dull, as ~y talk(er). Hence ~1ly2 adv., 
~1NESS n. [f. PROSE+-Y1] 

prStag'onist, n. Chief person in drama 
or plot of story, cf. deuteragonist ; lead¬ 
ing person in contest, principal perform¬ 
er ; (erron.) advocate, champion, of course, 
method, etc. [f. Gk prolagonisles (protos 
first +agonistes actor, as agonize)] 

prot'asis, n. (pi. -ases). Introductory 
clause, esp. clause expressing condition 
(cf. apodosis). So protat'ic a. [L, f. Gk 
PR02('«sis f. teino stretch) proposition] 

prSt'ean (or-e'an), a. Variable, versatile; 
of or like proteus. [-an] 

protect', v.t. Keep safe, defend, guard, 
(person, thing, from, against, danger, 
injury, etc.); (pol. econ.) guard (home 
industry) against competition by imposts 
on foreign goods; (commerc.) provide 
funds to meet (bill, draft); provide 
(machinery etc.) with appliances to pre¬ 
vent injury from it, as rifles, [f. L 
TROl(tegere tect- cover)] 

protection, n. Protecting, defence, as 
is safe under your affords ~ against 
weather; patronage, as book was indebted 
to your kind ~; protecting person or 
thing, as man, dog, is a great ~ against 
burglars; live under X’s ~, (of a woman) 
he kept by X; safe-conduct; U.S. 
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certificate of American citizenship issued to 
seamen; (pol. econ.)system of protecting 
home industries, whence ~ism(3), ~ist(2), 

nn., (-sho). [ME, f. OF, or LL protedio 
(as prec., see -ion)] 

protective, a. Serving or intended to 
protect; (of foods) protecting against 
deficiency diseases; — custody, (usu.) 
detention of persons in order to protect 
the State from their (real or suspected) 
subversive activities. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [-IVE ] 

protector, n. Person who protects; 
regent in charge of kingdom during mi¬ 
nority, absence, etc., of sovereign. Lord 
P~ of the Commonwealth, title of Oliver 
Cromwell (1653-8) & Richard Cromwell 
(1658-9), whence ~al a., ~siiip n.; thing, 
device, that protects, as ciiest-~, point- 
-~ (for pencil). Hence protec'trESS' n. 
[ME, f. OF protedour f. LL protector (as 
protect, see -or)] 

protectorate, n. Office of protector of 
kingdom or State; period of this, esp. 
of the~ of O. & R. Cromwell; protector¬ 
ship of weak state by stronger one, esp. 
of territory inhabited by backward tribes; 
such territory, [-ate1] 

protectory, n. (Rom. Cath.). Institution 
for care of destitute or vicious children, 
[as protect, see -ory] 

protege (prdt'Szha), n. (fem. ~e). Person 
to whom another is (usu. permanent) pro¬ 
tector or patron. [F, p.p. of prottger 
PROTECT] 

prot'fud, n. = protein (1st sense), [-id4] 

prot'eiform, a. Very changeable in form, 
[f. PROTEUS + -EORM ] 

prot'ein (or -ten), n. (chem.). (Now pre¬ 
ferred in scient. use to proteul) albumin¬ 
oid, kinds of organic compound (contain¬ 
ing carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, & nitrogen, 
freq. also sulphur, occas. phosphorus) 
forming an important part of all living 
organisms, and the essential nitrogenous 
constituent of the food of animals; (orig.) 
supposed basis of albuminoids. Hence 
~a'ceous (-ashus), protein'ic, prSte'in- 
ous, aa. [f. F proliine, G protein, f. Gk 
proteios primary, see -in] 

proter|(o)-, comb, form of Gk proleros 
former, anterior, as~a»'drous,~ 6' gfinons, 
having stamens (pistil) mature before 
pistil (stamens). 

prot'est1, n. Formal statement of dissent 
or disapproval, remonstrance, as made a 
~, paid it under ~ ; || written statement 
of dissent from motion carried in H. of 
Lords signed by any peer of minority 
(hist.); written declaration usu. by notary 
public that bill has been duly presented 
& payment or acceptance refused; 
solemn declaration. [ME, f. OF protest f. 
protester (foil.)] 

protest'2, v.t. & i. Affirm solemnly (one’s 
innocence etc., that, or abs.); write a 

protest in regard to (bill, see prec.); 

make (often written) protest against 
(action, proposal), whence ~er\ ~or, 

nn., ~ingi.Y2 adv. [ME, f. OF protester f. 

L pro 1(testari aver f. testis witness)] 

prot'estant, P-, n. & a. (Member, adher¬ 
ent) of any of the Christian bodies that 
separated from the Roman communion 
in the Reformation (16th c.) or their off¬ 
shoots, whence P~ism(3) n., P~ize(3) v.t. 
& i.; (hist., pi.) those who dissented from 
decision of Diet of Spires (1529), adherents 
of reformed doctrines in Germany; (also 
protSs-) making, maker of, a protest. 
[1539, G or F (as prec., -ant)] 

protesta'tion, n. Solemn affirmation (of, 
that); protest (against). [ME, f. OF, f. LL 
protestatio (as prec., see -ation)] 

PrSt'eus (-tus), n. Changing or incon¬ 
stant person or thing; (earlier name for) 
amoeba; kinds of bacteria; kinds of 
tailed amphibian with eel-like body & 
four short legs. [L, f. Gk Proteus sea-god 
taking various shapes] 

prothal&m'ium, -ion, n. (pi. -ia). Pre¬ 
liminary nuptial song, [(-on) made by 
Spenser on epithalamium (pro-2)] 

proth'esis, n. (Placing of eucharistic ele¬ 
ments on) credence-table, part of church 
where this stands; (gram.) = prosthesis, 

so prothet'ic a. [Gk prothesis f. fro2((£- 

themi place)] 
protis'ta, n. pi. Kingdom of organized 

beings not distinguished as animals or 
plants. [Gk protista, neut. pi. superl. f. 
protos first] 

prot'ium, n. (chem.). Ordinary hydrogen 
as dist. from heavy hydrogen (deuterium). 

[f. PROT(O)-, -IUM] 

pr5to- (bef. a vowel prot-), comb, form of 
Gk protos first. 1. = chief, original, 
primitive, as: ~-A'rabic, ~-Cel’tic, etc. 
of the original Arabs etc.; ~genZt'ic, 
~g£n'ic, of first period of formation of 
growth; prot’ogine, kind of granite found 
in Alps, assumed to be the most ancient; 
~hipp'us, extinct quadruped related to 
horse; pro'tomartyr (-ter), first martyr 
(esp., of Christians, St Stephen); proti5- 
ph'yla n. pi., the most simply organized 
plants, each consisting of a single cell, 
prot'o-phyte, such plant; ~ther'ia n. pi., 
mammals of the lowest subclass, their 
hypothetical ancestors; ~zo'a n. pi., great 
division of animal kingdom comprising 
animals of simplest type consisting of 
single cell & usu. microscopic, ~zd'on, 
such animal; ~so'ai a., ~so’an a. & n., 
(animal) of the ~zoa, (of disease) caused 
by parasitic ~zoon; ~zo'ic, (geol., of 
strata) containing earliest traces of living 
beings, (also) = ~zoaZ; ~zddl'ogy, study 
of ~zoa. 2. In chem. names of com¬ 
pounds in which the element or radical 
combines in smallest proportion with 
another element, as ~chlor'ide, ~- 

For other words in pro- see PRO-1. 
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sulph'ide, prot'oxide, compound contain¬ 
ing minimum of chlorine, sulphur, oxygen, 

prot'ocol, n., & v.i. & t. (-11-). 1. Original 
draft of diplomatic document, esp. of 
terms of treaty agreed to in conference & 
signed by the parties; formal statement 
of transaction; (in France etc.) etiquette 
department of Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs; diplomatic etiquette; official 
formulas at beginning & end of charter, 
papal bull, etc. 2. vb. Draw up ~s; 
record in [16th c. prothocol f. OF -cole 
f. med. L f. Gk rnoTO(kollon f. kolla glue) 
fly-leaf glued to (book-)case] 

prot'on, n. (phys.). Unit of positive 
electricity, forming part (or, in hydrogen, 
whole) of the nucleus of the atom (cf. 
electron), [neut. of Gk protos first] 

protonot'arly, protho-, (or protdn'o-), n. 
Chief clerk in some law courts, esp. (hist.) 
Chancery, Common Pleas, & King’s 
Bench, (orig. in Byzantine court); P~ies 
Apostolic(al), twelve prelates who register 
papal acts, direct canonization of saints, 
etc. [f. LL f. late Gk V koto (notaries 
NOTARY)] 

prSt'oplasm, n. Semifluid semitrans¬ 
parent colourless substance consisting of 
oxygen, hydrogen, carbon, & nitrogen, 
basis of life in plants & animals. Hence 
protoplasmatic, protoplas'mic, aa., 
(-Z-). [f. G PROTO(PLASMA) ] 

prot'oplast, n. The first created man; 
original, model; unit or mass of proto¬ 
plasm. Hence protoplas'tic a. [f. F 
-plasle or LL f. Gk VROTO(plastos moulded, 
as PLASMA)] 

pr5t'o|type, n. The original thing or per¬ 
son in relation to any copy, imitation, 
representation, later specimen, improved 
form, etc. Hence ~typAL, ~typ'lc(AL), 

aa. [F, f. Gk proto(tupon f. tupos type)] 

protract', v.t. Prolong, lengthen out, as 
~ed their stay for some weeks, whence 
~edLY2 adv.; draw (plan of ground etc.) 
to scale, [f. L VKOl(trahere tract- draw)] 

protrac'tile, a. (zool.). (Of organ etc.) 
that can be extended, [-ile] 

protrac'tion, n. Protracting; action of 
protractor muscle; drawing to scale. [F, 
or LL prolractio (as protract, see -ion)] 

protrac'tor, n. Instrument for measuring 
angles, usu. in form of graduated semi¬ 
circle ; muscle serving to extend limb etc. 
[med. L (as prec., see -or)] 

protrude' (-bod), v.t. & i. Thrust forth, 
cause to project; (fig.) obtrude; stick out, 
project. Hence or cogn. protru'dENT, 
protru'siBLE, protru'sivE, aa., (-do-), 
protru'sioN (-bozhn) n. [f. L v&o1(trudere 
trus- thrust)] 

protru'sile (-bo-), a. (Of limb’etc.) that 
may be thrust forth, [as prec., see -ile] 

protub'er|ant, a. Bulging out, prominent 
(lit. & fig.). Hence ~ance n. if. LLpro1- 

(tuberare f. tuber hump), see -ant] 

prot'yle, n. (chem.). Supposed original 
undifferentiated matter of which chemi- 

provide 

cal elements may be composed, [f. peoto- 
+ -YL] 

proud, a. & adv. I. Valuing oneself 
highly or too highly, esp. on the ground 
of (qualities, rank, possessions, etc.); 
(also —hearted) haughty, arrogant; feel¬ 
ing oneself greatly honoured, as am ~ of 
his acquaintance, of knowing him, to know 
him; having a proper pride, as too ~ to 
complain; house 1-~; (of actions etc.) 
showing pride; of which one is or may be 
justly ~, as a ~ day for us, a ~ sight; (of 
things) imposing, splendid; (of waters) 
swollen, in flood; ~ flesh, overgrown flesh 
round healing wound. 2. adv. (colloq.). 
You do me ~ (honour me greatly). Hence 
~'ly2 adv. [late OE prut, prud, = ON 
priithr f. OF prud, prod (mod. preux) 
valiant, f. LL prode f. L prodesse be of 
value; cf. prow2, prude, pride] 

prov|e (prbov), v.t. & i. (arch. p.p. ~en). 
(Arch.) test qualities of, try; subject 
(gun etc.) to testing process; (arith.) test 
accuracy of (calculation); the exception 

~es the rule; take proof impression of 
(stereotype plate etc.); make certain, 
demonstrate, (fact, the truth of, thing etc. 
to be, that), whence ~'able a.,~'ableNESS 

n., ~'abLY2 adv., (-dov-); (Sc. law, as 
verdict in criminal trial) not proven; 
establish genuineness & validity of (wall); 
(intr.) turn out (tobe, to do), turn out to be, 
as will ~e (to be) the heir, to know nothing 
about it. [ME, f. OF prover f. L probare 
test] 

proved'itor, provedore', nn. (-tor) officer 

of Venetian republic; caterer, purveyor, 

[f. obs. It. proveditore. Port, provedor, ult. 
f. L as provide, see -or] 

prov'enance, n. (Place of) origin, as vases 
of doubtful ~. [F, f. provenir f. L pro1- 

(venire come), see -ance ] 
Provencal (see Ap.), a. & n. (Inhabitant, 

language) of Provence. [F, as provincial] 

prov'ender, n. Fodder; (joc.) food for 

human beings. [ME, f. OF provend(r)e, 
ult. f. LL praebenda, see prebend] 

proven'ience, n. = provenance, [f. L as 
provenance, see -ence] 

prov'erb, n. Short pithy saying in general 

use, adage, saw; ignorant etc. to a ~ 

(notoriously); their fickleness is a ~ 
(notorious), he is a ~ (byword) for in¬ 
accuracy ; play (usu. French) based on ~; 

(pi.) kinds of round game; (Book of) 
(in O.T.). [ME, f. OF proverbe or L pro1- 

(verbium f. verbum word)] 
prov£rb'ial, a. Of, expressed in, pro¬ 

verbs, as ~ wisdom; that has become a 
proverb, notorious. Hence ~ITY (-al-) n., 

~LY2 adv. [f. L proverbialis (as prec., 

see -al)] 
prov'iant, n. Food supply esp. of army. 

[17th c., f. G ; ult. as provender] 
provid|e', v.i. & t. 1. Make due prepara¬ 

tion (for person’s safety, entertainment, 

etc., against attack etc., occas. for un¬ 

desirable thing); (of person, law, etc.) 
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stipulate (that); supply, furnish, (person 
with thing, thing for or to person); equip 
with necessaries, as you must ~e your¬ 
selves; make provision, esp. secure main¬ 
tenance, (for oneself, family, etc.). 2. 
(hist.). Appoint (incumbent to benefice); 
(of pope) appoint (successor to benefice 
not yet vacant). 3. ~ing (that) conj., 
= foil. [ME, f. L pro \videre vis- see)] 

provid'ed, a. & conj. 1. In vbl senses, as 
II ~ school, public elementary school ~ 
by local authority. 2. conj. On the con¬ 
dition or understanding, as ~ (that) all is 
safe, ~ (that) he does no harm. [-ED1 ] 

prov'idence, n. Foresight, timely care; 
thrift; beneficent care of God or nature, 
special^, particular instance of this; (P~) 
God. [ME, f. OF, or L procidentia(asfoil., 
see -ence)] 

prov'ident, a. Having or showing fore¬ 
sight; thrifty. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. 
L, as provide, see -evt] 

providen'tial (-shl), a. Of, by, divine 
foresight or interposition; opportune, 
lucky. Hence ~ly2 (-sha-) adv. [f. as 

PROVIDENCE + -IAL] 

provid'er, n. In vbl senses; lion’s ~, 
jackal (lit. & fig.); II universal ~, trades¬ 
man dealing in all or many kinds of goods 
etc. [-ER1] 

prov'ince, n. (Rom. hist.) territory out¬ 
side Italy under Roman governor; prin¬ 
cipal division of country etc.; (eccl.) 
district under archbishop or metro¬ 
politan, e.g. Canterbury, York; the ~s, 
whole of a country outside the capital; 
sphere of action, business, as (is not 
within) my ~; branch of learning etc., as 
in the ~ of polite letters. [ME, f. OF, f. L 
provincia charge, province] 

provin'cial (-shl), a. & n. 1. Of a pro¬ 
vince; of the provinces; having the 
manners, speech, narrow views, etc., 
prevalent in these, whence ~ity (-shial-) 
n. 2. n. Inhabitant of a province or the 
provinces (also ~ist n.); countrified per¬ 
son; (eccl.) head of, chief of religious 
order in, a province. Hence ~ize v.t., 
~ly2 adv., (-sha-). [ME, f. OF, or f. L 
provincialis (as prec., see -al)] 

provin'cialism (-sha-), n. Provincial 
manner, fashion, mode of thought, etc.; 
word, phrase, peculiar to county etc.; 
attachment to one’s province rather than 
country, [-ism] 

provi'sion (-zhn), n., & v.t. 1. Providing 
(for, against), esp. make ~; provided 
amount of something. 2. pi. Supply of 
food, eatables & drinkables, whence 
~less (-zho-) a. 3. Legal or formal state¬ 
ment providing for something, clause of 
this. 4. (hist.). Appointment to bene¬ 
fice not yet vacant; P~s of Oxford, 
ordinances for checking king’s misrule 
drawn up by barons under Simon de 
Montfort in 1258. 5. v.t. Supply with ~s. 

whence ~ment (-zho-) n. [ME, f. OF, f. 

L provtsionem (as provide, see -ion)] 
provisional (-zho-), a. For the time 

being, temporary. Hence provisional! 
ity, ~ness, nn., ~ly2 adv., (-zho-). [-al] 

provis'o (-zo), n. (pi. ~s). Stipulation; 
clause of stipulation or limitation in docu¬ 
ment. [L, neut. abl. p.p., = provided 

that] 
provis'or (-z-), n. 1. (hist.). Holder of a 
provision; Statute of P~s (preventing 
pope from granting provisions). 2. (R.-C. 
Ch.) vicar general. [ME, f. AF provisour 
f. L provisorem (as provide, see -or)] 

provis'orly (-z-), a. Conditional; making 
provision, as care. Hence ~Ily2 adv. 
[f. F provisoire (as pree., see -ory)] 

provocation, n. Incitement, instigation, 
irritation, as did it. under severe ~. [ME, 
f. OF, or L provocalio (as provoke, see 
-ation) ] 

provoc'ative, a. & n. (Thing) tending to 
provocation (of curiosity etc.); intention¬ 
ally irritating, [f. F (-if, -ive), or LL 
provocativvs (foil., -ive)] 

provdkle', v.t. Rouse, incite, (person to 
anger, to do); irritate; instigate, tempt, 
allure; call forth (indignation, inquiry, a 
storm, etc.); cause, as will~efermentation. 
Hence ~'ing2 a., ~'ingLY2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF provoker f. L pro l(vocare call) ] 

prov'ost (in mil. senses provo'), n. 1. 
II Head of some colleges at Oxford, Cam¬ 
bridge, etc.; (hist.) head of chapter or 
religious community. 2. II Head of Scot¬ 
tish municipal corporation or burgh (in 
some cities, Lord P~). 3. Protestant 
clergyman in charge of principal church 
of town etc. in Germany etc. 4. ~ 
marshal, head of military police in camp 
or on active service, master-at-arms of 
ship on which court martial is to be held, 
chief police official in some colonies, 
(hist.) French semi-military officer; ~ 
sergeant, sergeant of military police. 
Hence ~ship n. [OE profost, pra-, in 
ME reinforced by AF & OF provost, pre-, 
f. med. L propositus for praepositus, see 
PRAEPOSTOR] 

prow1, n. Fore-part immediately about 
stem of boat or ship; (zool., also prora) 
—like projection in front, [f. F proue 
f. L prora f. Gk pro(i)ra] 

II prow2, a. (arch.). Worthy, gallant. [ME, 
f. OF prou, prod, (F preux) f. LL as proud ] 

prow'ess, n. Valour, gallantry. [ME, f. 
OF procce (as prec., see -ess2)] 

prowl, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Go about in search 
of plunder or prey (also fig.); traverse 
(streets, place) thus. 2. n. ~ing, esp. on 
the ~. Hence ~'er1 n. [ME prolle, of 
nnkn. orig. ] 

prox'imal, a. (anat.). Situated towards 
centre of body or of point of attachment 
(cf. distal). Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L 
proximus nearest+ -AL] 

For other words in pro- see pro-1. 
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prox imate, a. Nearest, next before or 
after (in place, order, time, connexion 
of thought, etc.); approximate. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. L proximate draw near (as 
prec.), see -ate2] 

llpMi'ime accSss'U (aks-), sent., & n. (pi. 
-Ssser'unt). (Placed in list after name of 
candidate for prize etc.) he came very 
near (the winner); (n.) I was, he got a, ~ 
(was very near). [L ] 

proxim'Ity, n. Nearness in space, time, 
etc. (to); ~ of blood, kinship; ~ fuse, radio 
device causing projectile to explode when 
near target, [f. F proximity f. L proxi- 
mitatem (as proximal, see -ty)] 

prSx'lmo, a. (abbr. prox.). Of next month, 
as the 3rd prox. [L, = in next (mense 
month)] 

prox'y, n. Agency of substitute or deputy, 
as married, voted, by ~ ; person authorized 
to act for another, as made me his ~; 
writing authorizing person to vote on 
behalf of another, vote so given; (attrib.) 
done, given, made, by ~. [15th e. contr. 
f. obs. procuracy f. med. L procuratia (as 
PROCURATION, See -ACY)] 

prud|e (prood), n. Woman of extreme 
(esp. affected) propriety in conduct or 
speech. Hence or cogn. ~'ERY(4), ~'ish- 

ness, nn.,~'iSH1 a.,~'ishLY2 adv., (-00-). 

[c. 1700, as adj. & n., f. F prude, in OF 
prude, prode, back formation f. prude- 
femme:; see prow2, proud] 

pru'dlent (-do-), a. (Of person or conduct) 
sagacious, discreet, worldly-wise. Hence 
or cogn. ~ence n., ~entLY2 adv. [ME, 
f. OF or L prudens = providers provident ] 

pruden'tial (-do-, -shl), a. & n. Of, 
involving, marked by, prudence, as ~ 
motives, policy, (n. pi.) ~ considerations 
or matters. Hence ~ism(2), ~ist(2), mi., 
~ly2 adv., (-do-, -sha-). [f. L prudentia 
prudence + -al or med. L -alis] 

pru'lnose (-do-), a. (nat. hist.). Covered 
with white powdery substance, frosted, [f. 
L pruinosus (pruina hoar-frost, see -OSE ’) ] 

prune1 (proon), n. Dried plum; colour of 
its juice, dark reddish purple (esp. 
attrib.); ~s etc prism, (of mincing way of 
speaking etc., Dickens’ Little Dorrit II. v). 
[ME, f. OF prune f. Rom. *pruna f. L 
prunum PLUM ] 

prune2 (proon), v.t. Trim (tree etc., often 
down) by cutting away superfluous 
branches etc.; hence prun'ER1 (-don-) n.; 
lop off, away (branches etc.); (fig.) remove 
(superfluities); pruning-hook (used for this 
purpose); clear (book etc. of what is 
superfluous). [ME prouync f. OF prooing- 
(n)ier, proignier] 

prune3 (proon), v.t. (now rare). = preen. 
[ME prune, pruyne, proyne, prob. of OF 
orig.; cf. PREEN ] 

prunell'a1 (proo-), n. Strong silk or 
worsted stuff used formerly for barristers’ 
gowns etc. & later for uppers of women’s 
shoes; leather & [17th c., = mod. F 
prunelle, of obsc. orig. ] 

prunell'a2 (proo-), n. Kinds of fever & 
of throat disorder; ~ salt, preparation of 
fused nitre used for ~; kinds of plants 
including the weed self-heal used to cure 
~. [17th c., f. mod. L, earlier br-, dim. of 
med. L brunus brown] 

prunell'o (proo-), n. (pi. ~s). Finest kind 
of prime, made esp. from greengages, [f. 
obs. It. prunella dim. of pruna prune1] 

prunt, n. Piece of (esp. blackberry- 
-shaped) ornamental glass laid on to vase 
etc., tool for applying this. [perh. dial, 
form of print] 

prur'i|ent (-oor-), a. Given to indulgence 
of lewd ideas; (rare) having morbid 
desire or curiosity. Hence ~ence, ~ency, 

nn., ~entLY2 adv. [f. L prurire itch, be 
wanton, see -ent] 

prurig'o, -It'us, (-oor-), nn. (Diseased 
state of skin marked by) violent itching 
(-tus). So pruri'ginous (-oor-) a. [L(gen. 
-ginis, -tils), — itching, as prec.] 

Pru'ssian (-shn), a. & n. (Native, inhabi¬ 
tant) of Prussia; ~ blue, a deep blue pig¬ 
ment, ~ brown, green (derived from or 
allied to this); ~ (small kind of) carp. 
Hence ~ize(3) (-sha-) v.t., (esp.) assimilate 
to the ~ system of sacrificing the indivi¬ 
dual to the State. [17th c., f. mod. L 
Prussianus f. Prussia, see -an ] 

pruss'ic, a,. Of, got from, Prussian blue; 
~ acid (HYDROcyanic). [f. F prussique 
(Prusse Prussia, see -ic) ] 

pry1, v.i. Look, peer, inquisitively (often 
into, about adv.); inquire impertinently 
into (person’s affairs, conduct, etc.). 
Hence ~'ing2 a., ~'ingLY2 adv. [ME 
prie, of unkn. orig.] 

pry2, v.t. Var. of prize3. 

prytane'um, n. (Gk ant.). Public hall, 
esp. one in Athens for entertainment of 
ambassadors, presidents of senate, & 
specially honoured citizens. [L, f. Gk 
prutaneion f. prutanis president etc.] 

psalm (sahm), n. Sacred song, hymn; the 
(Book of) P~s, (pop.) the P~s of David, 
book in O.T.; ~-6oo^, book containing 
the P~s, metrical version of these for 
public worship. [OE (p)sealm f. LL f. Gk 
psalmos song sung to harp (psallo twang, 
sing to harp)] 

psalm'ist (sahm-), n. Author of a psalm 
(also as title of book of psalmody); the 
,P~, David or author of any of the Psalms, 
[f. LL psalmista (as prec., see -ist)] 

psal'modly (sahm-, salm-), n. Practice, 
art, of singing psalms, hymns, anthems, 
etc., esp. in public worship, whence 
psalmod'ic (s&l-) a., ~ist n., ~ize(2) v.i., 
(sahm-, s&lm-); arrangement of psalms 
for singing, psalms so arranged. [ME, f. 
LL psalmodia f. Gk psalmoidia singing to 
harp (as psalm +d(i)de song)] 

psal'ter (sawl-), n. The Book of Psalms; 
version of this, as Latin, English, Prayer- 
-book, Scotch Metrical, P~; copy of the 
Psalms esp. for liturgical use. [ME & AF 
sauter, OF -ier, f. L f. Gk psallerium 
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stringed instrument (psallo twang), in 
eccl. L Book of Psalms; OE (p)saltere 
dir. f. LL] 

psal'tery (sawl-), n. Ancient & medieval 
instrument like dulcimer but played by 
plucking strings with fingers or plectrum. 
[ME, f. OF sauterie etc. f. L as 
prec.] 

pseph'ism (or s-), n. (Gk ant.). Decree 
enacted by vote of (esp. Athenian) public 
assembly, [f. Gk psephisma (psephizo 
vote f. psephos pebble)] 

psephjol'ogy (or s-), n. Study of elections 
and voting. Hence ~ol'ogist n. [f. Gk 
psephos pebble, vote, -logy] 

pseud'echis (or s-, -k-), n. (zool.). Kinds 
of venomous snakes, as ~ poisoning, [f. 
pseudo- +Gk ekhis viper] 

pseudepig'raph|a (or s-), n. pi. Spurious 
writings, esp. Jewish writings ascribed to 
various O.T. prophets etc. Hence ~al, 
pseudepigraph'ic(AL), aa. [neut. pi. of 
Gk vswD(epigraphos, see epigraph)] 

pseud|(o)- (or s-), comb, form f. stem of 
Gk pseudes false, pseudos falsehood, 
meaning false(ly), seeming(ly) or profess¬ 
edly) but not real(ly), in compp. f. Gk, 
& as living pref. (occas. written separately 
without hyphen as adj., as the~o penitent), 
as: ~o-archa'ic, artificially archaic in style 
etc.., so ~o-arch'aism, ~o-arch'aist; ~'o- 
carp (hot.), fruit formed from other parts 
besides the ovary; ~o-cath'olic; ~'o- 
-Christ; ~o-Chris'tian; ~o-class'ic, pre¬ 
tending or wrongly held to be classic; 
~o-Goth'ic, sham Gothic in style; ~o- 
-mart'yr; ~o-proph'et. 

pseud'ograph (or s-, -ahf), n. A spurious 
literary work. [f. LL f. Gk pseudo- 

(graphos -GRAPH)] 

pseudol'ogler (or s-), n. (joe.). Systematic 
liar. So pseudolo'giCAL a., ~ist n. [f. 
Gk pseudo (logos, see -loger)] 

pseud'ol morph (or s-), n. False form, esp. 
(mineral.) crystal etc. consisting of one 
mineral with form proper to another. 
Hence ~morph'ic, ■—mdrph'ous, aa., 
~morph'iSM(2), ~morphos'is, nn. [f. 
pseudo - + Gk morphe form ] 

pseud'onym (or s-), n. Fictitious name, 
esp. one assumed by author, [f. F (-me), 
f. Gk neut. adj. as foil.] 

pseud lon'ymous (or s-), a. Writing, 
written, under a false name. Hence 
~onym'iTY n. [f. Gk PSEUD(dnwmos f. 
OBOtniiname) +-ous] 

pseud'o|sc5pe (or s-), n. Optical instru¬ 
ment making convex object seem concave 
& vice versa. Hence~scop'ica. [-scope] 

pshaw (psh-, sh-), int., n., & v.i. & t. Int. 
expr. contempt or impatience; (n.) this 
exclamation; (v.i.) say ~ (often at); (v.t.) 
show contempt for (thing etc.) thus, 
[natural] 

psi, n. Greek letter (W, <p) = ps. [Gk] 
psilan'throplism (or s-), n. Doctrine 
that Christ was a mere man. So psilan- 
throp'ic a., ~ist n. [f. eccl. Gk psilan- 

thropos merely human (psilos bare, mere, 
+ anthropos man) + -ism ] 

psilos'is (or s-), n. (path.). Stripping bare, 
e.g. of hair or flesh; = sprue2. [Gk(prec., 
-osis)] 

psitt'acine (or s-), a. Of parrots, parrot- 
-like. [f. L psittacinus (psittacus parrot, 
see -INE1)] 

psittacos'is (or s-), n. Epidemic disease 
somew'hat resembling typhoid fever and 
pneumonia said to be caught by human 
beings from parrots, [f. L psittacus parrot 
+ -OSIS] 

psd'as (or s-), n. ~ magnus, parvus, two 
hip muscles. [Gk, acc. pi. of psoa, taken 
as sing. ] 

psor'a (or s-), n. A contagious skin 
disease, itch. [L, f. Gk psora] 

psdri'asis (or s-), n. Skin disease marked 
by red patches covered vrith scales. [Gk, 
see prec. & -asis ] 

psyche (psik'I, s-), n. 1. Soul, spirit, mind, 
(in Gk myth, personified as beloved of 
Eros, & represented with butterfly wings). 
2. Kinds of dayflying moths, [f. Gk psu- 
khe breath, life, soul] 

psychi'atrjist (psik-, slk-), n. One who 
treats mental disease. So psychiat'ri- 
c(al) aa., ~YJ n., (psik-, slk-). [f. Gk as 
prec. -hiatros physician +-IST] 

psych'ic (psik-, slk-), a. & n. 1. = foil.; 
~ force, non-physical force assumed to 
explain spiritualistic phenomena. 2. n. 
Person susceptible to ~ influence, 
medium; (pi.) psychology; psychical re¬ 
search. [f. Gk psukhikos (psyche, -ic) ] 

psych'Ical (psik-, slk-), a. Of the soul or 
mind, whence ~ly2 adv.; of the animal 
life of man; of phenomena & conditions 
apparently outside domain of physical 
law, esp. ~ research, so psych'IciSM, 
psych'iciST, nn., (psik-, sik-). [-al] 

psychjo- (psik-, slk-), comb, form of Gk 
psukhe soul, mind, as: ~6-andl’ysls, the 
psychology of Freud, Jung, & Adler, divid¬ 
ing the mind into conscious & unconscious 
elements, & investigating the interactions 
of these (so ~6-an'alyse v.t., ~o-an'alyst 
n., ~6-analj)t'ic a.); ~d-dyn&m'ic(s), 
(science) of the mental powders; ~ogcn'esis, 
~6g'ony, genesis of soul or mind, so 
~6gen£t'ic(al), ~ogdn'ical, aa.; ~'ogram, 
writing supposed to come from a spirit, 
~'ograph, instrument for writing this; 
~dg'raphy, descriptive branch of psycho¬ 
logy, (also) spirit-writing; ~'6mancy, 
occult communication between souls or 
with spirits; ~om’etry, faculty of divining 
from physical contact or proximity the 
qualities of an objeot or of persons etc. 
that have been in contact with it, so 
~6mH'ric(at) aa., (also) measurement of 
mental states or processes, so ~om£t'rics 
n. pi.; ~6mdt’or a., inducing movement by 
psychic action; ~6neuros'is, mental dis¬ 
ease consisting in loss of balance between 
instincts & controlling power; ~'6path, 
mentally deranged person, ~d})ath'ic, 
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~dp'alhist,~6palhdl'ogy,~djyathy, of, one 
who treats, science of, mental disease; 
~ophys'ics, science of general relations 
between mind & body, so ~ophys'ical a., 
~ophys'icist n.; ~6physidl'ogy, branch 
of physiology dealing with mental pheno¬ 
mena, so ~6physiolo’gical a., ~bphysiol- 
ogist n.; ~6somdt'ic a., of mind & body, 
(of bodily disease) caused or made worse 
by worry; ~otherapeut'ic, ~olh£'rapy, (of) 
treatment of disease by hypnoticinfluence. 

psychological (psik-, sik-), a. Of psycho¬ 
logy ; — moment [f. F mistrausl. of G 
moment neut. potent element as moment 
masc. moment of time], the ~]y appro¬ 
priate moment, (improp., esp. joc.) nick 
of time. Hence ~ly2 adv. [-ical] 

psychol'ogly (psik-, sik-), n. Science of 
nature, functions & phenomena, of 
human soul or mind; treatise on, system 
of, this. So ~ist n., ~ize(2, 3) v.t. & i. 
[f. mod. L psychologin (psycho-, -logy)] 

psychos'is (psik-, sik-), n. (pi. -oses). 
Severe mental derangement involving 
the whole personality, mental disease. 
Hence psychOT'lc (psik-, sik-) a. & n., 
of or relating to, (person) suffering from, 
a [f. late Gk psukhosis (psukhod give 
life to, as psyche, see -osis)] 

psychrom'eter (psik-, sik-), n. Wet-&- 
-dry-bulb thermometer, [f. Gk psukhros 
cold + -METER ] 

ptarm'igan (t-), n. Bird of grouse family, 
with black or grey plumage in summer & 
white in winter. [= Gaelic tarmachan; 
p- is pseudo-etym. after Gk wds in pi-] 

pteridlol'ogy (pt-, t-), n. Study of ferns. 
So ~olo'giCAL a., •—ol'oglST n. [f. Gk 
pteris -iclos, a feathery fern (pteron wing) 
+ -0- +-LOGY'] 

pter|o- (pt-, t-), comb, form of Gk pteron 
wing, as: ~odac'tyl, extinct winged 

reptile \~dg'raphy, description offeathers, 

so ~ograph'ic(al) aa.; ~'opod, mollusc 

with middle part of foot expanded into 

pair of wing-like lobes; ~'osaur, extinct 

flying saurian reptile, 

pte'ropus (pt-, t-), n. (pi. -pi), flying fox. 

[f. Gk ptero(pous foot) wing-footed] 
pte'rygoid (pt-, t-), a. ~ process, each of 
two processes descending from junction 
of body & great wing of sphenoid bone; 
connected with these. So pte'rygo- 
(pt-, t-) comb. form. [f. Gk pterugoeides 
wing-like (pterux -ugos wing, -oid) ] 

ptisan (tl'zn, tizan'), n. Nourishing decoc¬ 
tion, esp. barley-water. [MU & OF 
tizanne etc. f. L f. Gk ptisane peeled 
barley] 

Ptolema'ic (t-), a. Of Ptolemy, Alexan¬ 
drine astronomer of 2nd c., esp.~ system 
(of astronomy, in which earth was held 
to be the stationary centre round which 
sun and stars revolved, cf. copernican); 

of the Ptolemies, rulers of Egypt from 
death of Alexander the Great to Cleo¬ 
patra. [f. L f. Gk Ptolemaios + -ic] 

ptomaine (tom'an, toman'), n. Kinds of 

(often poisonous) alkaloid body in putre¬ 
fying animal & vegetable matter, esp. ~ 
poisoning, [f. It. ptomaina irreg. f. Gk 
ptoma corpse (pipto fall), -ine6] 

ptos'is (pt-, t-), n. Drooping of upper eye¬ 
lid from paralysis of a muscle. [Gk ptosis 
f. pipto fall] 

II pub, n. (colloq.). Public house, [abbr. ] 
piib'erty, n. Being functionally capable 

of procreation; aye of ~ (at which ~ 
begins; in England, legally, 14 in boys, 
12 in girls). [ME, f. L pubertas (puber of 
the ago of ~, see -ty)] 

pubes'c|ence, n. Arrival at puberty; 
soft down on leaves & stems of plants, 
downiness; soft down on parts of animals 
esp. insects. So —ent a. [F, or f. L 
pubesccre, see -ence] 

pub'lic, a. & n. 1. Of, concerning, the 
people as a whole, as ~ offence, holiday, 
(Pari.) ~ act, bill', ~ utility, a supply or 
undertaking usu. available in large towns, 
e.g. water, gas, electricity, etc. 2. Dono 
by or for, representing, the people, as ~ 
prosecution, prosecutor, assembly. 3. 
II (Uniw.) of, for, acting for, the univer¬ 
sity, as ~ orator, lecture, examination. 
4. Open to, shared by, the people, as — 
baths, library, road. 5. || ~ house, inn, 
tavern, providing food & lodging, esp. 
alcoholic liquors to be consumed on 
premises; ~ education (at school, also, at 
~ school); ~ school, one under ~ manage¬ 
ment, II esp. endowed grammar (usu. 
boarding-) school preparing pupils chiefly 
for universities or ~ services, often 
maintaining discipline with help of 
pupils. 6. Open to general observation, 
done or existing in ~, as made a ~ protest, 
gave it ~ utterance, whence —ly2 adv. 
7. Of, engaged in, the affairs or service 
of the people, as ~ life, a ~ man, notary 
~ ; ~ relations, relations of a department, 
organization, etc. with the general ~ (~ 
relations officer, abbr. P.It.O., person who 
gives out information to the ~ in con¬ 
nexion with some department etc.); 
~ spirit, patriotism, so spirited a., 
-spiritedly adv., -sjri’ritedness n. 8. Of 
the nations, international, as proscribed 
Napoleon as o ~ enemy. 9. n. The (mem¬ 
bers of the) community in general, as the 
~ is the best judge, are the best judges, 
the British, American, ~; section of the 
community, as the reading ~, the most 
gullible of ~s; II— house (colloq.); in ~, 
openly, ~ly. [ME, f. OF (-ique), or f. L 
publicus, see -ic] 

pub'lican, n. (Rom. hist., & in N.T.) 
tax-farmer, tax-gatherer; II keeper of 
public house. [ME & OF publicain f. L 
publicanus (as prec., see -an)] 

publication, n. Making publicly known; 
issuing of book, engraving, music, etc., to 
the public; book etc. so issued. [ME, f. 
OF, or f. L publicatio (as publish, see 
-ATION) ] 

pub'lic|ist, n. Writer on, person skilled 



publicity 990 puff 

in, international law; writer on current 
public topics, esp. journalist. So ~ism n., 
~is'tic a.,'—tze v.t. [f. F publiciste f. L 
(jus) publicum public law, see -1ST] 

publicity, n. Openness to general ob¬ 
servation, notoriety, (avoid, court, ~; 
give ~ to); the business of advertising 
(both goods and persons); ~ agent, person 
employed to keep the name of an actor 
etc. constantly before the public, [f. F 
-iti f. med. L publicitatem (public, -ity)] 

pub'llsh, v.t. Make generally known, 
noise abroad; announce formally, pro¬ 
mulgate (edict etc.); ask, read, (banns of 
marriage); (of author, editor, or pub¬ 
lisher) issue copies of (book, engraving, 
etc.) for sale to the public. Hence ~arle 
a. [ME puplise, -ish, publisce, etc. f. OF 
puplier, publier f. L publicare (as public), 
see -ish2] 

publisher, n. In vbl senses, esp. one who 
produces copies of book etc. & distributes 
them to booksellers or to the public. 
[-erM 

pucccon', n. N.-Amer. plant yielding red 
or yellow dye. [native] 

puce, a. Flea-colour, purple-brown. [F, 
= flea (-colour), f. L pulicem (nom. -ex)] 

puckl, n. (P-~) the goblin Robin Goodfellow 
or Hobgoblin; any mischievous sprite or 
(fig.) child. Hence ^'ish1, ~'lixe, aa. 
[OE puca = ON piXki mischievous de¬ 
mon ; ult. orig. unkn. ] 

puck2, n. (Disease in cattle attributed to) 
nightjar, goatsucker, [orig. unkn.] 

puck3, n. Rubber disc used for hockey on 
ice. [orig. unkn.] 

puck'a, pukk'a, a. (Anglo-Ind.). Of 
full weight; genuine; permanent, solidly 
built. [Hind, (pakka), = cooked, ripe] 

puck'er, v.i.&t.,&n. I.Contract, gather, 
(t. & i. of brow, seam, material, often up) 

into wrinkles, folds, or bulges, intention¬ 
ally or as fault e.g. in sewing. 2. n. Such 
bulge etc. Hence~y2 a. [vb c. 1C00, prob. 
rel. to poke1, pocket (cf. purse2), see -eh 6] 

pud, n. (nursery). Child’s hand; fore-foot 
of some animals, [orig. unkn.; cf. pad3 
<«] 

pu'dding (pdf)-), n. Soft or stiffish mix¬ 
ture of animal or vegetable ingredients, 
esp. mixed or enclosed in flour or other 
farinaceous food, cooked by boiling, 
steaming, or baking (baiter, beefsteak, 
bread-&-butter, currant, hasty, lemon, 
milk 1, plum, suet, Yorkshire, ~); intestine 
of pig etc. stuffed with oatmeal, blood, 
etc. (black, hog’s, white, ~); more praise 
than ~ (material reward); the proof 1 of the 
~ etc.; thing of -—like appearance etc.; 
(si.) drugged liver etc. given by burglars 
etc. to dogs; (naut., also pu'ddening) pad, 
tow binding, to prevent chafing etc.; 
'—cloth, cloth in which some ~s are tied 
up for boiling; ~ face, large fat face; 
~-head, dolt; ~-heart, coward; || ~ pie, 
forms of pastry; ~-stone, composite rock 
of rounded pebbles in silicious matrix. 

Hence ~Y2 a. [ME poding, of obsc. orig.; 
cf. syn. OF bodin, mod. F boudin] 

pud'dle1, n. Small dirty pool esp. of rain 
on road etc.; (colloq.) muddle, mess; clay 
(& sand) mixed with water as watertight 
covering for embankments etc. Hence 
pudd'LY1 a. [ME podel, puddel, dim. of 
OE pudd ditch; cf. LG pudel, G pfudel) 

pud'dle2, v.i. & t. Dabble, wallow, (often 
about) in mud or shallow water; busy 
oneself in untidy way; make (water, also 
fig.) muddy; knead (clay & sand) into, 
make, line (canal etc.) with, puddle1; 

stir about (molten iron) to produce 
wrought iron by expelling carbon. Hence 
pudd'lER1 (1, 2) n. [ME f. prec.; cf. Du. 
poedeln, LG pud(d)aln splash in water (see 
POODLE)] 

pud'enc.y, n. Modesty, [f. LL pudentia 
(as foil., see -ency)] 

pud&n'duin, n. (usu. in pi. -da). Privy 
parts. Hence or cogn. puden'dAL, pud- 

ic, aa. [L (pudere be ashamed)] 
pudge, n. (colloq.). Short thick or fat per¬ 

son, animal, or thing. Hence pudg'v2 a. 
[Cf. PODGE] 

pud'sy (-z-), a. Plump, [cf. prec. & pud] 
pue'blo (pw<5-), n. (pi. ~s). Spanish 

(-Amor.) town or village, esp. settlement 
of Indians. [Sp. ] 

pu'erile, a. Boyish, childish; trivial, 
whence or cogn. ~ly2 adv., puerll'iTY n.; 
~ breathing (with loud pulmonary mur¬ 
mur as in children, usu. sign of disease in 
adult). [F, or f. L puerilis (puer boy, -ile)] 

puelp'eral, a. Of, due to, childbirth, [f. 
L 2ouerperus (puer child + -parus bearing) 
-f -al] 

puff1, n. 1. Short quick blast of breath or 
wind; sound (as) of this; small quantity 
of vapour, smoke, etc., emitted at one 
~. 2. Round soft protuberant mass of 
material in dress, of hair of head, etc. 
3. (Also powder-~) small pad of down or 
the like for applying powder to skin. 4. 
Piece, cake, etc., of light pastry esp. of 
~ paste. 5. Unduly or extravagantly 
laudatory review of book, advertisement 
of tradesman’s goods etc., esp. in news¬ 
paper. 6. ~-adder, large venomous African 
viper inflating upper part of body when 
excited; —ball, fungus with ball-shaped 
spore-case; ~-box (containing powder & 
~); ~ paste, light flaky paste; ||~-~ 
(nursery), steam-engine, train. [ME puf, 
imit., see foil.] 

puff2, v.i. & t. 1. Emit puff of air or 
breath; (of air etc.) come out, up, in puffs ; 
breathe hard, pant, esp. ~ & blow; put 
out of breath, as was rather ~ed; ~ out, 
utter pantingly; (of steam-engine, person 
smoking, etc.) emit puffs, move with puffs, 
as ~ed away at his cigar, ~ed out of the 
terminus. 2. Blow (dust, smoke, light 
object, out, up, away, etc.) with puff; 
smoke (pipe) in puffs. 3. Blow out, up, 
inflate; become inflated, swell up, out; 
~ up, elate, make proud, (esp. in p.p.. 
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with pride etc.). 4. Advertise (goods) with 
exaggerated or false praise; || bid at 
auction to raise price. Hence ~'er1 n. 
[ME 2mffe, knit., see prec.] 

puff'ery, n. Advertisement, puffing; puff 
frilling, puffs, [-ery] 

puff'in, n. N.-Atlantic sea-bird with largo 
furrowed particoloured bill. [ME yoffin, 
of unkn. orig. ] 

puff'ly, a. Gusty; short-winded; puffed 
out; corpulent. Hence ~Iness n. [-Y2] 

pug1, n. 1. (Also ~-dog) dwarf squat- 
-faced breed of dog like bulldog, whence 
~g'iSHl,~g'Y2, aa.,(-g-);<—nose(d), (with) 
short squat or snub nose. 2. || (Among 
servants) upper servant in large establish¬ 
ment. 3. (Quasi-proper name for) fox. 
4. 1| Small locomotive for shunting etc. 
[orig. unkn. ] 

pug2, n., & v.t. (-gg-). Loam or clay mixed 
& prepared for brickmaking etc.; (v.t.) 
prepare (clay) thus, pack (space esp. 
under floor, to deaden sound) with ~, 
sawdust, etc.; (for preparing ~). 
Hence ^g'lNQ'iS) (-g-) n. [orig. unkn.] 

pug3,n.,&v.t. (Anglo-Ind.). Footprint of 
beast; (v.t.; -gg-) track by ~s. [f. Hind. 
pag footprint] 

pugS n. (si.). Pugilist, [abbr.] 
pugg'(a)ree (-ri), n. Indian’s light tur¬ 
ban ; thin scarf of muslin etc. worn round 
hat & sometimes falling down behind to 
keep off sun. Hence pugg'(a)reED2 (-rid) 
a. [f. Hind, pagri turban] 

pu'gillist,n. Boxer,fighter; (fig.) vigorous 
controversialist. So ~ism n., ~is'tic a., 
~is'tiCALiv adv. [f. L pugil boxer (pugnus 
fist) + -1ST ] 

pugna'cious (-shits), a. Disposed to fight, 
quarrelsome. Hence or cogn. ~ly2 adv., 
pugna'ciTY n. [f. L pugnax (pugnare 
fight, see -acious) ] 

puisne (pun'i), a. & n. ~ (judge), judge of 

superior court inferior in rank to chief 

justice; (law) later, subsequent (to), as 

~ mortgagees, mortgagees ~ to the plaintiff. 
[OF (puis after f. L postea -f ne born f. L 
natus); cf. puny] 

pu'iss|ant (or puis- or pwls-), a. (arch.). 
Having great power or influence, mighty. 
Hence or cogn. ~ance n., ~antLY2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF f. Rom. *possiantem f. posse; 
see potent] 

pu'ja (poo-), poo'ja, n. Hindu religious 
rites (generally); (Anglo-Ind. si., usu. pi.) 
prayers. [Hind. f. Skr. pujd] 

puke, v.i. & t., & n. Vomit. [16th c., orig. 
unkn. ] 

pukka(h). = pucka. 

pul'chritude (-kr ), n. Beauty. [ME, f. L 
pulchritudo (pulcher beautiful, -tude)] 

pule, v.i. Cry querulously or weakly, 
whine. Hence pul'ingtY2 adv. [16th c., 
imit., perh. f. F pianler] 

pull1 (pdol), v.t. & i. 1. Exert upon (thing) 
force tending to draw it to oneself, as 
don’t ~ my hair, ~ his ears or him by the 
ear (as chastisement), ~ his nose or him 

pull 

by the nose (as insult), ~ his sleeve or him 
by the sleeve (to gain attention), ~ the 
(bell-rope or handle to ring the) bell, ~ 
person’s leg, ~ (= draw) the long^&om;, 

~ the strings, wires. 2. Draw (thing 
etc.) towards oneself or in direction so 
regarded, as ~ it nearer, ~ him into the 
room, ~ your cap over your ears, ~ off one’s 
hat (as salutation), ~ on one’s stockings. 
3. Attract or secure (support, custom). 
4. ~ (thing) to pieces, separate its parts 
forcibly, (fig.) criticize (person, thing) un¬ 
favourably. 5. Exert —ing force, as 
horse ~s well, ~ed (away) at the handle; 
exert influence in favour of person. 6. 
Proceed with effort (up hill etc.); (of 
horse) strain, esp. habitually, against 
bit; ~ devil, ~ baker. 7. Draw, suck, at 
(pipe, tankard). 8. Pluck (plant, often 
up) by root. 9. ~ed, reduced in health 
or spirits; ~ed bread, pieces from inside 
of new loaf, rebaked till crisp. 10.~ caps, 
wigs, scuffle, quarrel. 11. Tear, pluck, at 
(thing). 12. Print upon (sheet), print 
(copy, proof), orig. in old hand-press by 
~ing bar towards one. 13. Move boat, 
move (boat), by ~ing oar; (of boat) be 
rowed, be rowed by (so many oars), as she 
~ed inshore, ~s 6 oars; ~ (row with effect 
in proportion to) one’s weight. 14. (si.). 
Arrest; make raid on (gambling-house 
etc.). 15. Check (horse) esp. so as to 
make him lose race; ~ one’s punches 
(boxing), fail to give full force to one’s 
blows, also fig. 16. (Crick.) strike (ball, 
or abs.), strike ball bowled by (bowler), 
from off to leg; (golf) drive (ball, or abs.) 
widely to left (of right-handed player). 
17. ~ a face 1; ~ a sanctimonious etc. face, 
assume such expression. 18. ~ about, ~ 
from side to side, treat roughly; ~ down, 
demolish (building etc.), lower in health, 
spirits, price, etc.; ~ in, (of train) enter 
station; ~ off, win (prize, contest); ~ out, 
row out, (of train) move out of station; 
~ out of the fire, save (game etc.) when the 
case seems hopeless; ~-out n., page or 
plate in book that folds out from front 
edge of leaves to facilitate reference; 
~-nwer n., sweater put on over head; ~ 
through adv. & prep., get (person), get 
oneself, safely through (danger, illness, 
etc., or abs.); ~-through n., cord with 
which cleaning-rag is drawn through 
rifle; ~ oneself together, rally, recover 
oneself; ~ together, work in harmony; ~ 
up, cause (person, horse, vehicle) to stop, 
reprimand, check oneself, advance one’s 
relative position in race etc.; ~-i«p n., 
house of call for travellers. 19. ~-6ncfc, 
retarding influence, check, contrivance 
forcing fullness of woman’s skirt to back, 
[late OE pullian, of unkn. orig. ] 

pull2 (pdbl), n. 1. Act of pulling, wrench, 
tug; force thus exerted; (fig.) means of 
exerting influence, interest with the 
powerful. 2. (print.). Rough proof. 3. 
Pulling at bridle to check horse esp. in 
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racing. 4. Spell of rowing. 5. (Crick., 
golf) pulling stroke. 6. I! (In public house) 
supply of beer etc. exceeding that asked 
for. 7. Have the ~ (advantage) of (person). 
8. Deep draught of liquor. 9. Handle etc. 
by which ~ is applied, as beer1, bell1, 

[f. prec.] 
pu'ller (pdb-), n. In vbl senses, esp.: 
kinds of instrument or machine for pull¬ 
ing; horse that pulls esp. against bit. 
[-ER1] 

pu'llet (pdb-), n. Young fowl, esp. hen 
from time she begins to lay till first 
moult. [ME, f. OF poulet dim. of poule] 

pu'lley (pdb-), n. (pi. ~s), & v.t. 1. 
Grooved wheel(s) for cord etc. to pass 
over, mounted in block & used for 
changing direction of power, one of the 
simple mechanical powers; wheel, drum, 
fixed on shaft & turned by belt, used 
esp. to increase speed or power. 2. v.t. 
Hoist, furnish, work, with ~. [ME & OF 
polie ult. f. Gk *polidion pivot dim. of 
polos POLE2] 

Pu'llman (pdb-), a. & n. ~ (.car), railway 
saloon carriage usu. arranged for use as 
sleeping-car. [G. M. ~, designer (d. 1897)] 

pull'ul [ate, v.i. (Of shoot, bud)sprout out, 
bud; (of seed) sprout; (fig., of doctrines 
etc.) develop, spring up. Hence ~ant a., 
~a'tion n. [f. L pullulare sprout {pv.llvlus 
dim. of pullus young of animal), see -ate3] 

II pu'Ily-haul'y (pdb-), a. & n. (colloq.). 
(Of) pulling & hauling. So pu'lly-haul 
(pdb-) v.t. & i. [-Y2] 

pulm|o-, shortened f. pulmoni-, comb, 
form of L pulmo -munis lung, as: ~ - 
obranch'iate, with gills modified for air- 
-breathing; ~6m'eter, instrument mea¬ 
suring capacity of lungs, so ~dm'etry. 

pul'monary, a. Of, in, connected with, 
the lungs, as ~ artery, main artery con¬ 
veying blood from heart to lungs, ~ 
disease; having lungs or lung-like organs, 
so pul'monATE2 a.; affected with, sub¬ 
ject to, lung-disease. So pulmon'ic a. 
[f. L pulmonarius (prec., -ary1)] 

pulp, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Fleshy part of fruit; 
any fleshy or soft part of animal body, 
e.g. nervous substance in interior cavity 
of tooth; soft formless mass, esp. that of 
rags, wood, etc., from which paper is 
made; ore pulverized & mixed with 
water. 2. vb. Reduce to ~, remove ~ 
from (coffee-beans), whence ~'er1(2) n.; 
become ~y. Hence or cogn. ~'iFY v.t., 
~'1ness n., ~'less, ~'ous, ~'y2, aa. [f. L 
pulpa] 

pu'lpit (pdo-), n. Raised enclosed plat¬ 
form usu. with desk & seat from which 
preacher in church or chapel delivers 
sermon; the profession of preaching; 
preachers; (in title of book) collected 
sermons; (attrib.) ~ eloquence, orator, 
style. [ME, f. L pulpitum scaffold, plat¬ 
form ] 

pulpit|eer' (pdb-), n., & v.i. Professional 
preacher (usu. derog.), so ~ar'ian a. & 

n.; (v.i.) preach, whence ~eer ing1 n. 
[-EER] 

pulque (pdbl'kd), n. Mexican fermented 
drink from sap of agave etc.; ~ brandy, 
intoxicant made from ~. [Sp.-Amer. ] 

pulsate' (or pfd1), v.t. & i. Expand & 
contract rhythmically, beat, throb (lit. 
& fig.); vibrate, quiver, thrill; agitate 
(diamonds) with machine (pulsat'oR n.) 
to separate them from earth in which 
they are found. Hence or cogn. pulSA- 

tion n., pul'satORY a. [f. L pulsare 
frequent, of pellere puls- drive, beat, see 
-ATE3] 

pul'satile, a. Of, having the property of, 
pulsation; (of musical instrument) played 
by percussion, [as prec. +-ile ] 

pulsatill'a, n. The pasque-flower, its 
extract used in pharmacy, [med. L, dim. 
of pidsata fern. p.p. (as prec.), as quivering 
in wind] 

pulse1, n., & v.i. &t. 1. Rhythmical throb¬ 
bing of arteries as blood is propelled along 
them esp. as felt in wrists, temples, etc.; 
feel person’s ~ (as indicating by its rate 
& character his state of health, fig., 
sound his intentions etc.); each successive 
beat of arteries or heart; (fig.) throb, 
thrill, of life or emotion; rhythmical re¬ 
currence of strokes e.g. of oars; (mus.) 
beat; single beat or vibration of sound, 
light, etc. 2. v.i. Pulsate (lit. & fig.); (v.t.) 
send out, in, etc., by rhythmic beats. 
Hence ~'less a., ~'lessNESs n. [(n.) ME 
& OF pous f. L pulsus -us f. pellere puls- 
drive; vb f. L pulsare (as pulsate) ] 

pulse2, n. (Collective sing., sometimes 
with pi. vb) edible seeds of leguminous 
plants e.g. peas, beans, lentils; (with pi.) 
any kind of these. [ME, f. OF po(u)ls f. L 
puls -Itis pottage of meal etc. ] 

pulsim'eter, n. Instrument for measuring 
rate or force of pulse, [f. pulse 1 + -I- + 

-METER] 

pulsom'eter, n. Steam-condensing vacu¬ 
um pump, so called from pulsatory action 
of the steam. [P; irreg. as prec., -0-] 

pulta'ceous (-shus), a. Of (the nature of) 
pap or a poultice, soft, pulpy, [as pulse2, 

see -aceous] 

pul'veriz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. & i. Reduce to 
powder or dust, divide (liquid) into spray, 
whence ~atOR, ~er*(2), nn.; (fig.) de¬ 
molish, crush, smash; (intr.) crumble to 
dust. Hence ~able a., ~a'tion n. [f. LL 
pulverizare (pulvis -eris dust, see -ize)] 

pulve'rulent (-rdb-), a. Powdery, of dust; 
covered with powder; (of rock etc.) of 
slight cohesion, apt to crumble, [f. L 
pulverulentus (as prec., see -lent)] 

pul'vinate, -ated, aa. (Archit., -ed) 
swelling, esp. (of frieze) with convex face; 
(bot., entom.) cushion-like, having 
cushion-like swelling, [f. L pulvinatus 
(pulvinus cushion), see -ate2(2)] 

pum'a, n. = cougar. [Sp. f. Peruv.] 
pum'ice(-stone), n., & v.t. (Piece of) 
light spongy kind of lava used for remov- 
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ing stains from hands etc., polishing, etc.; 
(v.t.) rub, clean, with ~; ~ hoof of horse, 
made spongy by disease. So pumi'ceous 
a. [ME & OB' pomis f. Rom. *pomicem, 
L pumex; cf. pounce2] 

pumm'el, v.t. (-11-). Strike repeatedly 
esp. with fist, [altered f. pommel] 

pum(m)'elo. Var. of pomelo. 

pump1, n. 1. Machine, usu. cylinder in 
which piston etc, is moved up & down 
by rod, for raising water; kinds of ma¬ 
chine for raising or moving liquids, com¬ 
pressing or rarefying gases, etc. (fig. of 
heart, insect’s suckers, etc.); air1, force1, 

stomach, -~; bicycle— (for inflating tires); 
pumping, stroke of ~; attempt, per¬ 
son skilful, at pumping others. 2. — 
-brake, handle of ship’s ~ esp. with trans¬ 
verse bar for several persons to work at; 
~-handle v.t. (colloq.), shake (person’s 
hand) effusively; -—room, building where 
~ is worked esp. at spa where medicinal 
water is dispensed. [ME pumpe, pompe, 
= early mod. Du. pompe, LG pumptfi); 
prob. imit.] 

pump2, v.i. & t. Work a pump ; remove, 
raise, (water etc., usu. out, up) thus; make 
(ship, well, etc.) dry by ~ing; ~ up, inflate 
(pneumatic tire), inflate tires of (bicycle 
etc.); bring out, pour forth, (abuse etc. 
upon) as by ~ing; elicit information from 
(person), elicit (information, usu. out of 
person), by artful or persistent questions; 
(of exertion) put completely out of breath 
(esp. pass.); (of mercury in barometer) 
rise & fall instantaneously; ~'ship (not in 
polite use), (v.i.) make water, (n.) urina¬ 
tion. Hence ~'erx n. (esp., rail trolley). 

[f. prec.J 
pump3, n. Kind of light shoe now usu. of 
patent leather & without fastening, worn 
with evening dress & for dancing, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

pu'mpernickel (pdb-), n. German whole¬ 
meal rye bread. [G, f. earlier sense boor, 
‘ stinker ’] 

pump'kin, n. (Cucurbitaceous plant bear¬ 
ing) large egg-shaped or globular fruit 
with edible layer next to rind, used in 
cookery & for cattle, [alt. f. 16th c. 
pompon, pumpion, f. obs. F po(m)pon f. L 
f. Gk pepon] 

pun1, n. & v.i. (-nn-). 1. Humorous use 
of word to suggest different meanings, or 
of words of same sound with different 
meanings, play on words. 2. v.i. Make 
~s (upon word, subject). Hence ~n'ing- 
ly2 adv. [17th c., of obsc. orig.] 

II pun2, v.t. (-nn-). Consolidate (earth, 
rubble) by pounding or ramming; work 
up to proper consistency with runner. 

[dial. var. of pound3] 

pu'na (poo-), n. High bleak plateau in 
Peruvian Andes; difficulty in breathing 
caused by rarefied atmosphere. [Peruv., 
in first sense] 

punch1, n. Instrument or machine for 
cutting holes in leather, metal, paper, etc., 

punctuate 

driving bolt etc. out of hole (starting—), 
enlarging hole, forcing nail beneath 

surface (driving-~), etc.; tool or machine 

for impressing design or stamping die on 

material; bell-~, conductor’s ticket-~ 

with bell to announce punching of ticket, 

[app. var. of pounce1, or short f. pun¬ 

cheon1] 

punch2, v.t., & n. 1. Strike esp. with 
closed fist, as ■— his head-, ~ing-ball, in¬ 
flated ball held by elastic bands etc. & 
~ed as form of exercise; prod with stick 
etc., esp. ‘drive (cattle) thus; pierce 
(metal, leather, bus-ticket, etc.) as or 
with punch; pierce (hole) thus; drive 
(nail etc. in, out) with punch. 2. n. Blow 
with fist (a~ on the head; pull1 one’s~es; 
—drunk, dazed through being severely 
~ed, also transf.); (si.) vigour, momen¬ 
tum, effective force. Hence ~'er1(1, 2) n. 
[vb var. of pounce1 (16th c. in same 
senses), see prec.; n. f. vb ] 

punch3, n. Drink usu. of wine or spirits 
mixed with hot water or milk, sugar, 
lemons, spice, etc., as brandy, rum, milk, 
~; bowl of ~ ; party at which ~ is drunk; 
~-bowl, bowl in which ~ is mixed, round 
deep hollow in hill(s). [f. 1632, orig. unkn.; 
perh. abbr. of puncheon2] 

punch1, n. 1. || (Suffolk) ~, short-legged 
thickset draught horse; II (dial.) short fat 
man or thing. 2. (P~) grotesque hump¬ 
backed figure in puppet-show called 
& Judy, esp. as title of a London weekly 
comic paper; as pleased, as proud, as P~ 
(much, very), [abbr. of Punchinello] 

pun'cheon1 (-shn), n. Short post esp. one 
supporting roof in coal-mine; (now rare) 
= punch1. [ME, f. OF poincon, poinchon, 
f. Rom. *punctionem or *punctiare (L 
pungere punct- prick), see -ion] 

pun'cheon2 (-shn), n. (hist.). Large cask 
for liquids etc. holding from 72 to 120 gals. 
[ME, f. OF poincon, poinchon, etc., of 
unkn. orig.] 

Punchinell'o, n. (pi. ~s). Chief character 
in Italian puppet-show; short stout 
person. [17th c. polichinello f. Neopolitan 
dial. Polecenella, of uncert. orig.] 

punc't|ate, a. (nat. hist., path.). Marked 
or studded with points, dots, or spots. 
So~a'tion n. [f. L as point1, see -ate2(2)] 

punctilio (-lyo), n. (pi. ~s). Nice point 
of ceremony or honour; petty formality, 
[f. It. puntiglio & Sp. puntillo dim. of 
punto point 1 ] 

punctilious (-lyits), a. Attentive to 
punctilios. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[f. F pointilleux f. poinlille (f. It. as prec., 
see -ous] 

punc'tual, a. Observant of appointed 
time; in good time, not late; (arch.) 
punctilious; (geom.) of a point. Hence 
-—tty (-al-) n., ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. mod. L 
punctua.lis (punclus -us point 1 see -al) ] 

punc'tuatje, v.t. Insert stops in (writing), 
mark or divide with stops; (fig.) interrupt 
(speech) with exclamations etc.; (improp.) 
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emphasize, accentuate, as flung it on the 
ground to ~e his refusal. Hence or cogn. 
~ive a., ~or n. [f. med. L punctuare (as 
prec.), see -ate3] 

punctua'tion, n. Insertion of vowel & 
other points in Hebrew etc.; practice, art, 
of punctuating, [f. med. L puncluatio 
(prec., -ation)] 

punc't|um, n. (pi. ~a). Speck, dot, spot 
of colour or elevation or depression on 
surface. So ~ule n., whence ~u!ate2(2) 
a.,~ulA'TiON n. [L, = POINT1] 

punc'ture, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Pricking, 
prick, esp. accidental pricking of pneuma¬ 
tic tire; hole thus made. 2. v.t. Prick, 
pierce; (v.i. of tire, bicycle etc., rider etc.), 
experience a [ME, f. L punctura 
(pungere puncl-, see point1, -ure)] 

pun'dit, n. Hindu learned in Sanskrit & 
in philosophy, religion, & jurisprudence, 
of India; (joc.) learned teacher, [f. Hind. 
pandit ] 

pun'gent (-j-), a. (Nat. hist.) sharp- 
-pointed; (of reproof, satire, etc.) biting, 
caustic; mentally stimulating, piquant; 
affecting organs of smell or taste, or skin 
etc., with pricking sensation, as ~ gas, 
smoke, sauce. Hence pun'gENCY n., 
'—'LY2 adv., (-j-). [f. L pungere prick, 
-ENT] 

Pun'lc, a. & n. Carthaginian; ~ Wars 
(between Rome & Carthage); ~ faith; 
(n.) ~ language, [f. L Punicus, Poen-, 
(Poenvs f. Gk Phoinix Phoenician, see -ic) j 

pun'ish, v.t. 1. Cause (offender) to suffer 
for offence; chastise; inflict penalty on 
(offender); inflict penalty for (offence). 
2. (colloq.). Inflict severe blows on 
(opponent in boxing); (of race, competi¬ 
tor) tax severely the powers of (com¬ 
petitor); take full advantage of (weak 
bowling, bowler, stroke at tennis); make 
heavy inroad on (food etc.); whence 
~ing2 a. Hence ~ami/iTY, ~er1, ~ment, 
nn., ~able a., ~abLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
punir (-ish2) f. L punire (poena pain)] 

pun'itive, a. Inflicting punishment, retri¬ 
butive, as ~ justice, expedition-, ~ police 
(India), detachment of police sent to a 
particular district and paid for by the 
inhabitants as punishment for lawless¬ 
ness. So pun'itORY a. [f. F (-if, -ive) or 
med. L punitivus (as prec., see -ive)] 

II punk1, n. (arch.). Prostitute, [c. 1600, 
of unkn. orig.] 

“punk2, n. & a. 1. Rotten wood, fungus 
growing on wood, used as tinder; worth¬ 
less stuff, rubbish, tosh. 2. adj. (si.). 
Worthless, rotten. [16th c., of obsc. orig.; 
cf. spunk] 

punk'a(h) (-ka), n. (E.-Ind.). Portable fan 
usu. of leaf of pahnyra; large swinging 
cloth fan on frame worked by cord. [f. 
Hind, pankha] 

punn'er, n. Tool for ramming earth 
about post etc. [f. pun2+ -ER1] 

punn'et, n. Small chip basket for fruit or 
vegetables, [orig. unkn. ] 

pun'ster, n. Inveterate maker of puns. 
[-STER] 

punt1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Flat-bottomed 
shallow boat, broad & square at both 
ends, propelled by long pole thrust 
against bottom of river etc. 2. vb. Propel 
with or use ■—pole; convey in a ~. Hence 
pun'ter1 [-er1], pun'tiST, nn. [ME, f. 
MLG punte, MI)u. ponte, f. L ponto, kind 
of Gallic transport, whence OE punt] 

punt2, v.t., & n. 1. Kick (football) after it 
has dropped from the hands & before it 
reaches ground. 2. n. Such kick; ~- 
-about, kicking about of football for 
practice, ball so used. [prob. dial, orig.] 

punt3, v.i., & n. 1. (At faro & other ca.rd- 
-games) lay stake against bank; (colloq.) 
bet on horse etc. 2. n. Player who ~s; 
point in faro. Hence pun'ter2 [-er1] n. 
[c. 1700, f. F ponte(r)] 

pun'ty, po-, n. Iron rod used in glass- 
-blowing. [app. f. F pontil f. It. puntello 
dim. of punto point1] 

pun'ly, a. Undersized; weak, feeble; 
petty. Hence ~1ness n. [f. 16th c., 
phonetic sp. of puisne] 

pup, n., & v.t. & i. (-pp-). 1. Young dog; 
in ~, pregnant; conceited etc. ~ (boy, 
young man); sell person a ~, swindle him 
esp. by selling thing on prospective value. 
2. vb. Bring forth ~s; give birth to. 
[shortened f. puppy ] 

pup'|a, n. (pi. ~<xe). Chrysalis. Hence 
~al a. [L, = girl, doll] 

pup'late, v.i. Become a pupa. Hence 
~A'T10N n. [-ATE3] 

pup'il, n. 1. One who is taught by another, 
scholar; (law) person below age of 
puberty & under care of guardian; ~- 
-teacher, boy, girl, teaching in elementary 
school under head teacher & concurrently 
receiving general education from him or 
elsewhere. 2. Circular opening in centre 
of iris of eye regulating passage of light 
to the retina. So ~(1)ar1, ~(1)ary2, aa. 
[f. OF pupille f. L pupillus, -la, ward, 
minor, (-la) ~ of eye] 

pup'il(l)jage, n. Nonage, minority (fig. 
of country, language, etc.), so ~a'riTY n. 
(law); being a pupil. So piip'ilsHiP n. 
[-AGE] 

pup'il(l)ize, -ise ( lz), v.t. & i. Take 
pupils; coach (pupil), [-ize] 

pupip'arous, a. (entom.). Bringing forth 
young already advanced to pupal state, 
[f. pupa+L -parus -bearing] 

pupp'et, n. Figure, usu. small, represent¬ 
ing human being, esp. one with jointed 
limbs moved by wires etc. in >—show; 
person whose acts are controlled by 
another; <■—play, -show (with ~s as 
characters); ~-cZocfc, -valve, disc valve 
opened by lifting bodily from its seat, not 
hinged; ~ state, country professing to be 
independent but actually under the 
control of some greater power, so ~ king, 
ruler. Hence ~P.Y(4, 5) n. [16th c., var. of 
POPPET] 
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PflPP'y. n. Young dog (also, childish,— 
-dog)-, vain empty-headed young man, 
coxcomb, whence ~ism n. Hence ~dom, 
~hood, nn., ' -ISH1 a. [ME, perh. f. OF 
poupde doll, plaything, toy] 

pur-, pref. AF form of OF por-, pur-, f. L 
por-, nto-1 (purchase, purport, pursue), 

pura'na (poorah-), n. Any of a class of 
Sanskrit sacred poems. Hence pura'nic 
(poorah-) a. [f. Skr. purarid of former 
times (pura formerly)] 

Purb'eck, a. ~ stone, hard limestone 
from ~ in Dorset; ~ marble, finer quali¬ 
ties of this. 

puhb'lind, a., & v.t. Partly blind, dim- 
-sighted; (fig.) obtuse, dull; (v.t.)make~. 
Hence ~nbss n. [MB pur(e) blind; pur- 
= pure in sense ‘ quite ’, w. assim. to 
PUR- ] 

purch'ase1, n. 1. Buying; ~-money, 
price (to be) paid; (hist.) practice of 
buying commissions in army; thing 
bought; annual return from land, as sold 
at 2 0 years’ ~; (fig.) life is not worth an 
hour’s ~, cannot be trusted to last an 
hour; (law) acquisition of property by 
one’s personal action, not by inheritance. 
2. Mechanical advantage, leverage, (often 
fig.); appliance for gaining this, esp. 
(naut.) rope, windlass, pulley (single, 
double, treble, -~ pulley, with 1, 2, 3, 
sheaves). [ME, f. OF porchas, pur-, as 
foil.] 

pfirch'as[e2, v.t. 1. Buy; acquire (vic¬ 
tory, freedom, etc., with one’s blood, toil, 
etc.). 2. (naut.). Haul up (anchor etc.) by 
means of pulley, lever, etc. So ~able a., 
~er* n. [ME, f. AF pur(chacer chase1) 
procure, bring about] 

pm-d'ah(-da), n. (E.-Ind.). Curtain, esp. 
one serving to screen women from sight of 
strangers; (fig.) Indian system of seclud¬ 
ing women of rank; striped material for 
curtains, [f. Hind. & Pers. pardah] 

pure, a. 1. Unmixed, unadulterated, as ~ 
white, air, alcohol, water; (of sounds) not 
discordant, esp. (mus.) perfectly in tune. 
2. Of unmixed descent, ~-blooded; ~ 
mathematics (not including practical 
applications, opp. to applied, mixed); 
(gram., of vowel) preceded by another 
vowel, (of stem) ending in vowel, (of 
consonant) not accompanied by another. 
3. Mere, simple, nothing but, sheer, as 
knowledge ~ & simple, ~ nonsense, pre¬ 
judice. 4. Not corrupt, as his taste was 
severe & ~; morally undefiled, guiltless, 
sincere; sexually undefiled. Hence ~'it* 
(-url-) adv. (rare exc. in senses exclusively, 
solely, entirely), ~'NESS (-urn-) n. [ME, f. 
OF pur, fern, pure, f. L purus] 

pur&e (pur'a, & see Ap.), n. Soup of 
vegetables, meat, etc., boiled to pulp & 
passed through sieve. [F] 

put'fie, n., & v.t. (arch.). 1. Border, esp. 
embroidered edge of garment. 2. v.t. 
Adorn (robe) with ~; ornament (edge of 
building with crockets etc.); beautify. 

puritan 

Hence purf'llNG1 n., (esp.) inlaid border¬ 
ing on back & belly of fiddles. [ME, f. OF 
porfil(er), as profile ] 

purga'tion, n. Purification; purging of 
bowels; spiritual cleansing, esp. (R.-C. 
Ch.) of soul in purgatory; (hist.) clearing 
of oneself from accusation or suspicion 
by oath or ordeal. [ME, f. OF purgacion 
or L pv.rgatio (as purge, see -ation)] 

putg'ative, a. & n. Aperient (medicine); 
serving to purify. [ME, f. OF {-if, -ive), 
or LL purgativus (as purge, see -ative)] 

pfirg'atory, n. & a. 1. Condition, place, 
of spiritual purging, esp. (R.-C. Ch.) of 
souls departing this life in grace of God 
but requiring to be cleansed from venial 
sins etc.; place of temporary suffering or 
expiation. 2. adj. Purifying. So pur- 
gatdr'iAL a. [ME, f. AF -orie, OF -oire f. 
med. L purgatorium, neut. of LL -orius 
adj. (as foil., see -ory)] 

pfitge, v.t., & n. 1. Make physically or 
spiritually clean {of, from, impurities, sin, 
etc.); remove by cleansing process (lit. & 
fig., often away, off, out); (of medicine) 
relieve (bowels, or abs.) by evacuation; 
clear (person, oneself, of charge, suspi¬ 
cion) ; (law) atone for, wipe out, (offence, 
sentence) by expiation & submission; 
rid (political party, army, etc.) of persons 
regarded as undesirable. 2. n. Such 
clearance, purgation, (Pride’s P~, hist., 
exclusion by Col. Pride of Presbyterian 
& Royalist members from Long Parlia¬ 
ment); aperient. [ME; vb f. OF purger 
L_L purgare; n. f. vb, partly f. F purge] 

purifica'tion, n. Purifying; ritual cleans¬ 
ing, esp. that of woman after childbirth 
enjoined by Jewish law, as the P~ (of the 
Virgin Mary), Feb. 2nd (Luke ii. 22). So 
pur'ificatORY a. [ME, f. OF, or f. L 
puriflealio (as purify, see -ation)] 

pur'ificator, n. (eccl.). Cloth used at 
communion for wiping chalice & paten & 
fingers & lips of celebrant, [as foil., see 
-OR] 

pur'lf|y, v.t. Make pure, cleanse, (of, from, 
impurities, sin, etc.); make ceremonially 
clean; clear of foreign elements, whence 
~1er’(2) n. [ME, f. OF purifier or L 
purificare (as pure, see -fy)] 

Pur'lm, n. Jewish festival commemorat¬ 
ing defeat of Haman’s plot (Esth. ix). 
[Heb., pi. of pur, perh. = lot] 

pur' 11st, n. Stickler for, affecter of, scrupu¬ 
lous purity esp. in language. So ~ism n., 
'—'is'tic(AL) aa. [f. F puriste (pure, -ist)] 

pur'itan, n. & a. 1. (Hist.; P~) member 
of the party of English Protestants who 
regarded reformation of Church under 
Elizabeth as incomplete & sought to 
abolish unscriptural & corrupt ceremonies 
etc.; member of any non-religious purist 
party; person of or affecting extreme 
strictness in religion or morals. 2. adj. 
Of the P~s; scrupulous in religion_or 
morals. Hence puritan'ic(AL) aa., puri- 
tan'icalLY2 adv., ~ism n., ~ize(2, 3) v.i. 
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& t. [f. L puritas (foil.) + -an; cf. F 
puritain ] 

pur'ity, n. Pureness, cleanness, freedom 
from physical or moral pollution. [ME 
& OF pur(e)te f. LL puritatem (PURE, -TY)j 

putl1, n., & y.t. & i. 1. Cord of twisted 
gold or silver wire for bordering; chain of 
minute loops, each loop of this, ornament¬ 
ing edges of lace, ribbon, etc.; (knitting, 
also pearl) inversion of stitches, produc¬ 
ing ribbed appearance. 2. vb. Border 
(material or abs.) with ~ ; invert (stitches 
or abs.); invert stitches of (stocking etc.), 
[cord sense app. Sc. pirl twist; other 
senses perh. different wds] 

pull2, v.i., & n. 1. (Of brook etc.) flow 
with whirling motion & babbling sound. 
2. n. Such motion or sound. [10th c., 
prob. imit.; cf. Norw. purla bubble upl 

putl3, n. (hist.). Ale or beer with worm¬ 
wood infused; hot beer mixed with gin 
as morning draught, dog’s-nose. [orig. 
unkn. ] 

pull4, v.t. & i., & n. (colloq.). 1. Turn (t. 
& i.) upside down, upset. 2. n. Cropper, 
heavy fall. [prob. var. of pirl (see purl1)] 

purl'er, n. (colloq.). Throw, blow, that 
hurls one head foremost (come, take, a ~, 
fall headlong), [prec. + -er1] 

purl'ieu (-lu), n. Tract on border of forest 
esp. one earlier included in it & still 
partly subject to forest laws; one’s 
bounds, limits; (pi.) outskirts, outlying 
region (lit. & fig.); squalid street or 
quarter of town. [ME, prob. altered after 
lieu f. pur(a)ley f. obs. & AF PUR(aZe 
alley) perambulation to settle bounda¬ 
ries] 

purl'in, n. Horizontal beam running 
along length of roof, resting on principals 
& supporting common rafters or boards. 
[ME, orig. unkn.] 

purloin' (per-), v.t. Steal, pilfer. Hence 
~er1 n. [ME, f. AF v\JR(loigner f. loing 
far f. L longe) put away, do away with] 

put'ple, n., a., & v.t. & i. 1. (Of) a colour 
mixed of red & blue in various propor¬ 
tions with some black or white or both; 
(anciently, also Tyrian ~) (of) the colour 
got from the molluscs purpura & murex, 
crimson; ~-red etc., red etc. inclining to 

2. ~ robe, esp. as dress of emperor, 
king, consul, etc., as born in the ~, or of 
cardinal, as raised to the ~ (cardinalate). 
3. pi. Swine fever; disease in wheat. 
4. ~ emperor, a butterfly; ~ patch, 
ornate passage in literary composition. 
5. vb. Make, become, ~. Hence pur- 

p'liSH1, purp'lY2, aa. [OE purple, ME 
purpul etc., altered f. OE purpure, ME 
purpur etc. f. L purpura ; cf. marble f. 
marbre ] 

purpoint. See poukpoint. 

purp'drt', n. Meaning, sense, tenor, of 
document or speech; (rare) object, pur¬ 
pose. [ME, f. AF, as foil. ] 

purport'2 (per-), v.t. (Of document or 
speech) have as its meaning, convey, 

state, (fact, that); profess, be intended to 
seem (to do), as a letter ~ing to be written 
by you, to contain your decision. Hence 
~edLY2 adv., professedly. [ME, f. AF & 
OF vimporter f. med. L proportare f. 
pro- +L portare carry] 

purp'ose1, n. Object, thing intended, 
as could not effect my ~, this icill answer 
(or serve) mir (or the) ~, what was the ~ 
of this law?; fact, faculty, of resolving on 
something, as honesty of ~, is wanting in 
— ; novel with a ~, ^-novel, (written to 
defend some doctrine etc.); on~, in order 
(to do, that), (abs., also of set ~) designed¬ 
ly, not by accident, whence ~ly2 (-si-) 
adv.; to the ~, relevant, useful for one’s 
~; to little, some, no, ~, with such result 
or effect. Hence ~ful (-sf-), ~less (-si-), 
aa., ~fulLY'3, ~lessLY2, adw., ~fulNESS, 
~iessNESS, nn. [ME, f. AF & OF purpos, 
f. purposer, as foil. ] 

purp'ose2, v.t. Design, intend, as I — 
(arranging or to arrange) an interview, 
~ that an interview shall be arranged; 
(arch.) am ~d, intend (to do, doing, that). 
[ME, f. OF WRposer = proposer propose ] 

purp'osive, a. Having, serving, done 
with, a purpose; (of person or conduct) 
having purpose & resolution, [-ive] 

purp'ura, n. Disease marked by purple 
or livid spots on skin; kinds of molluscs 
including some from which purple dye 
was derived. [L, f. Gk porphura (shell¬ 
fish yielding) purple] 

purpur'ic (per-), a. Of purpura, as ~ 
fever; ~ acid, an acid the salts of which 
are purple, [-ic] 

purp'urln, n. Red colouring-matter orig. 
got from madder, [f. purpura + -in ] 

puir, v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Of cat or other 
feline animal, fig. of person) make low 
continuous vibratory sound expressing 
pleasure; utter, express, (words, content¬ 
ment) thus. 2. n. Such sound, [imit. ] 

pu'rree, n. Yellow colouring-matter from 
India & China, [f. Hind, peori] 

pur sang (see Ap.), adv. (appended to 
classifying n. or adj.). Of the full blood, 
without admixture, through & through, 
genuine, (is Welsh or a Welshman, mili¬ 
tarist, a cynic, ~; the artist ~ is a rarity). 
[F] 

puise1, n. 1. Small pouch of leather etc. 
for carrying money on the person, orig. 
closed by drawing strings together; (fig.) 
money, funds, as a common ~ (fund), 
heavy or long ~, wealth, light ~, poverty, 
the public ~, national treasury; || privy 

~ ; sum collected, subscribed, or given, as 
present or as prize for contest, as will 
any gentleman give or put up a ~ ?; bag¬ 
like natural or other receptacle, pouch, 
cyst, etc. 2. ~-bearer, one who has charge 
of another’s or a company’s money, 
II official carrying Great Seal before Lord 
Chancellor in ~; ~-net, bag-shaped net 
for catching rabbits etc., mouth of which 
can be closed with cords; ~ -proud, puffed 
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up by wealth; ~ -seine, ~-net for fishing; 
'—strings, strings for closing mouth of ~, 
(hold the ~ -strings, have control of ex¬ 
penditure ; tighten, loosen, the strings, 
be sparing, generous, of money). Hence 

(-sf-) n., ~'less (-si-) a. [OE purs 
app. f. LL bursa purse f. Gk bursa bide] 

purse2, v.t. & i. Contract (lips, brow, 
often up) in wrinkles; become wrinkled; 
(rare) put (often up) into one’s purse, [f. 
prec. ] 

puls'er, n. Officer on ship who keeps ac¬ 
counts esp. in passenger vessel. Hence 
~SHIP n. [f. PURSE 1 -f -ER1 ] 

purs'lane (-in), n. Low succulent herb 
used in salads & pickled. [ME, f. OF 
porcelaine altered f. L porcil(l)aca, portu- 
laca, on porcelain] 

pursu'ance (per-), n. Carrying out, pur¬ 
suing, (o/plan, object, idea, etc.), esp. in 
~of. [as foil., see-ance] 

pursu'ant (per-), a. & adv. Pursuing; 
(adv.) conformably to (the Act etc.), whence 
~ly2 adv. [f. OF porsuiant part, as foil. ] 

pursue' (per-), v.t. & i. Follow with intent 
to capture or kill; (fig., of consequences, 
penalty, disease, etc.) persistently attend, 
stick to; seek after, aim at, (pleasure etc., 
one’s object); proceed in compliance with 
(plan etc.); proceed along, continue, 
(road, inquiry, conduct); follow (studies, 
profession); go in pursuit (after, or abs.). 
Hence pursu'ABLE (per-) a. [ME, f. AF 
PUR.siw;er, -suer, = OF porsievre, -sivre 
etc., f. pop. L pro-, persequerc f. L sequi 
follow; see sue ] 

pursu'er (per-), n. In vbl senses, also 
II (civil & Sc. law) prosecutor. [-ER1 ] 

pursuit' (persut), n. Pursuing, esp. in~ of 
(animal, person, one’s object); ~ plane, 
fighter aircraft; profession, employment, 
recreation, that one follows. [ME, f. AF 
purs(e)ute, OF porsuite f. porsuivre pursue 

after suite suit ] 
II purs'uivant (-sw-), n. Officer of College 
of Arms below herald; (poet.) follower, 
attendant. [ME, f. OF porsivant (as 
pursue, see -ant)] 

purs'|y1, a. Short-winded, puffy; corpu¬ 

lent. Hence~iNESS n. [ME & AF porsif 
f. OF polsif f. polser breathe with labour 

(as pulsate, see -ive)] 

purs'y2, a. Puckered, [f. purse1 +-Y2] 
purt'enance, n. (arch.). Inwards, pluck, 

of animal, [earlier form of pertinence] 

pur'ul|ent (-rdb-), a. Of, full of, discharg¬ 
ing, pus. Hence or cogn. ~ence, ~ency, 

nn., ~entLY2 adv. [f. L purulentus (pus, 

see -lent)] 

purvey' (perva), v.t. & i. Provide, supply, 
(articles of food) as one’s business; make 
provision, act as purveyor, (for person, 
army, etc.). [ME, f. AF purveier i. L 
providere provide] 

purvey'ance (perva'ons), n. Purveying; 
II right of crown to provisions etc. at fixed 
price & to use of horses etc. [ME, f. AF 
porveance f. L procidentia providence] 

purvey'or (perva'er), n. One whose busi¬ 
ness it is to supply articles of food, esp. 
dinners etc. on large scale, as to the 
Royal Household-, (hist.) officer making 
purveyance for sovereign. [ME, f. AF 
purveour (as purvey, see -or)] 

purv'iew (-vu), n. Enacting clauses of 
statute; scope, intention, range, (of act, 
document, scheme, book, occupation, 
etc.); range of physical or mental vision. 
[ME, f. AF purveu provided, p.p. as 
PURVEY] 

pus, n. Yellowish viscid matter produced 
by suppuration. [L, gen. puris] 

Pus'eylism (-zli-), n. (Hostile term for) 
tractarianism. So ~ite1 (-ziit) n. [E. B. 
Pvsey d. 1882 + -ism ] 

push1 (pdbsh), v.t. & i. 1. Exert upon 
(body) force tending to move it away; 
move (body up, down, away, back, etc.) 
thus; exert such pressure, as do not ~ 
against the fence-, (billiards) make push- 
-stroke; (of person in boat)~ off, ~ against 
bank with oar to get boat out into stream 
etc. 2. (bibl.). Butt (t. & i.) with the 
horns. 3. (Cause to) project, thrust out, 
forth, etc., as plants ~ out new roots, cape 
~es out into sea. 4. Make one’s way 
forcibly or persistently, force (one’s way) 
thus. 5. Exert oneself esp. to surpass 
others or succeed in one’s business etc., 
whence ~'ing2 a., ~'ingLY2 adv., (pdb-). 
6. Urge, impel, (often on, to do, to effort 
etc.). 7. Follow up, prosecute, (claim etc., 
often on); engage actively in making 
(one’s fortune)-, extend (one’s conquests 
etc.); ~ (matter) through, bring it to a 
conclusion. 8. Press the adoption, use, 
sale, etc. of (goods etc.) esp. by adver¬ 
tisement. 9. Press (person) hard, as do 
not wish to ■ * him for payment, esp. in pass., 
as am ~ed for (can scarcely find) time, 
money. 10. ~-button war, = press2- button 
war; *~'over n., an opponent easily 
defeated, a gullible person, an easy 
problem; ~-pin, a child’s game, "draw¬ 
ing-pin. Hence ~'er1 (1, 2) (pdb-) n. (~er 
aeroplane, with air-screw behind, opp. 
tractor). [ME, f. OF pousser, earlier 
polser f. L pulsare as pulsate] 

push2 (pdbsh), n. 1. Act of pushing, shove, 
thrust; (billiards) stroke in which ball is 
pushed, not struck; exertion of influence 
to promote person’s advancement. 2. 
Thrust of weapon or of beast’s horn. 3. 
Vigorous effort, as must make a ~ to get it 
done, for home, (mil.) attack in force. 
4. Continuous pressure of arch etc.; 
pressure of affairs, crisis, pinch. 5. Enter¬ 
prise, determination to get on, self- 
-assertion, whence ~'ful (pdb-) a. 6. (si.). 
Gang of thieves, convicts, etc. 7. (si.). 
Give, get, the ~, dismiss, be dismissed. 
8. ~-ball, game played with enormous 
ball, pushed, not kicked, towards oppon¬ 
ents’ goal; ||—bike (si.), bicycle worked 
by pedalling (opp. motor-bike). [f. 
prec. ] 



Pushtoo 

Push'too, -tu (-00), n. Afghan language, 
[f. Pers. pashto] 

pusillanimous (-z-), a. Faint-hearted, 
mean-spirited. Hence or cogn. pusillan- 
im'iTY n., ~ly2 adv. [f. eccl. L pusilla- 
nimis (pusillus petty + animus soul) + 
-OUS] 

puss (pdbs), n. Cat (esp. as call-name); 
(quasi-proper name for) hare, tiger; (col- 
loq.) girl, as sly ~; ~ moth, large Euro¬ 
pean moth. [prob. f. MLG pus, Du. poes, 
cf. Norw. puss, perh. orig. a call] 

pu'ssy (poo-), n. (nursery). ~(-creO, cat; 
(nursery) soft furry thing, e.g. willow cat¬ 
kin; (si.) ~/oo(, P~foot, liquor-prohibi¬ 
tion, advocate of this, (from nickname of 
a U.-S. prohibitionist), *(v.i.) move 
stealthily, act cautiously. [-Y3 ] 

pus'tullate, v.t. & i. Form into pustules. 
So ~ate 2 (-at) a., ~a'tion n. [f. LL pustu¬ 
lar e, as foil. ] 

pus'tulle, n. Pimple; malignant ~e, dis¬ 
ease caused by anthrax bacillus; (hot., 
zool.) wart, wart-like excrescence. Hence 
or cogn. ~ar1, ~OUS, aa. [ME, f. L 
pustula ] 

put1 (pdbt), v.t. & i. (put). 1. General 
senses. 1. Propel, hurl, {the weight, stone) 
from hand placed close to shoulder as 
athletic exercise. 2. Thrust (weapon), 
send (missile), as ~ a knife into, stab, put 
re bullet through, shoot. 3. (coal-mining). 
Propel (tram or barrow of coal). 4. (naut.). 
Proceed, take one’s course, back, forth, in 
(to harbour etc.), off (from shore etc.), out, 
in ship. 5. Move (thing etc., lit. & fig.) so 
as to place it in some situation, as ~ it in 
your pocket, on the table, up the chimney, 
down the well', ~ (mark, write) a tick 
against his name, your signature to it; ~ 
the horse to (the cart), harness him; ~ bull 
to cow or cow to bull (for breeding); ~ (con¬ 
vey) him across the river, ~ the children to 
bed, ~ him in prison; has ~ (infused) new 
life into him; trill ~ (present) the matter 
clearly before her; ~ a spoke in his wheel, 
~ the words into his mouth *, ~ one’s foot 1 
in it, one’s shoulder to the wheel, hand to 
the plough ', the lid on. 6. (With less or no 
idea of physical motion in space) bring 
into some relation or state, as ~ yourself, 
the matter, in(to) my hands; time he was ~ 
(began to go habitually) to school; ~ it to 
(offer it for) sale, on the market; ~ ‘Othello’ 
on (the stage), produce it; ~ (add) milk to 
your tea; should ~ (price) it at 2/6; ~s 
(estimates) the circulation at 60,000; ~ 
(translate) it into Dutch; cannot ~ it into 
(express it in) words; what a way you have 
of ~ting things!; ~s (sets) no value on my 
advice; I ~ (base) my decision on the 
grounds stated; ~ (apply) it to a good use; 
~ (imagine) yourself in his place; ~ (sub¬ 
stitute) the will for the deed; ~ a good 
face1 on it; ~ an end, period, stop, to it, 
stop it; ^ re check or stopper on it, a veto 
on it, check it, forbid it; ~ an end to 
(destroyed) himself or his life; ~ the wind 
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up one (si.), frighten him; ~ (stake) money 
on a horse; — his money into (invested it 
in) land; ~ & take (name of a gambling 
game with teetotum); ~ (submit) the case 
to him, to the vote; I ~ it (appeal) to you; 
(esp. of examining counsel) I ~ it to you 
(invite you to acknowledge) that you were 
after no good; dues were ~ (imposed) on 
cattle; every insult ivas ~ (inflicted) on 
him; don’t be ~ upon (victimized) by him; 
~ (lay) the blame on me; ~ him (caused 
him to be) ai his ease, in fear of his life, 
out of temper, on his guard, on his mettle; 
~ him (make him speak) on (his) oath; ~ 
the servants on (allow them) board wages; 
~ the proposal into shape; ~ his nose 1 out 
of joint; ~ thing out of court (make it not 
worth discussing etc.); ~ thing out of one’s 
head (forget, make him forget, it); re few 
words will~ (make) thematter right; always 
manages to ~ me (make me appear) in the 
wrong; ~ out of countenance1; must 
have ~ (made) the clock fast (by advancing 
hands); wise (si.), disabuse or en¬ 
lighten ; ~ (subject) them to death, torture, 
ransom, expense, inconvenience, the test 
or trial, the rack, the sword, confusion, 
shame; land was ~ into or under (sown 
with) turnips; ~ (set) him to mind the fur¬ 
nace; ~ my horse to or at (invited him to 
jump) the fence; (of horse & fig. of per¬ 
son) must be ~ through (made to perform) 
his paces; ~ him (make him read) through 
a book of Livy; was ~ (forced, driven) to 
flight, to his shifts, to the blush2 ; was ~ to 
(forced to play) his trumps; surprising 
what he can do when he’s ~ to it (pressed); 
was hard ~ to it to (could scarcely) keep 
them off. II. Special senses with adw. 
1. ~ about: lay (sailing vessel) on opposite 
tack, cause (horse, body of men) to turn 
round, (of vessel) go about; (chiefly Sc.) 
trouble, distress. 2. ~ across, execute or 
establish successfully (~ it across, succeed 
in doing). 3. ~ away: (arch.) divorce; lay 
by (money etc.) for future ruse; (si.) con¬ 
sume (food, drink); (si.) imprison; (si.) 
pawn. 4. ~ back: check the advance of, 
retard; move back the hands of (clock); 
restore to former place. 5. ~ by; evade 
(question, argument); ~ off (person) with 
evasion; lay aside esp. for future use. 
6. ~ down: suppress by force or autho¬ 
rity; take down, snub, put to silence; 
cease to maintain (expensive thing); ac¬ 
count, reckon, as / ~ him down for nine 
years old, at nine, as a fool, for a fool; 
attribute, as ~ it down to his nervousness; 
~ one’s foot 1 down. 7. ~ forth: exert 
(strength, effort, eloquence); ~ in circula¬ 
tion ; (of plant) send out (buds, leaves, or 
abs.). 8. ~ forward; thrust (oneself etc.) 
into prominence; advance, set forth, 
(theory etc.). 9.~in: install in office etc., 
as ~ in a ca.reidker, bailiff, (hence) distress, 
execution; present formally (document, 
evidence, plea, claim, bail) as in law- 
-court; ~ in (make) an appearance; make 
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a claim (for election etc.); interpose (blow, 
shot, remark, quoted words), ~ in one’s 
oar ; throw in (additional thing); perform 
(piece of work) as part of a whole; (colloq.) 
pass, spend, (time). 10. ~ off: postpone; 
postpone engagement with (person); 
evade (person, demand, often with excuse, 
compromise); hinder, dissuade, from-, 
foist (thiug upon person); remove, take 
off, (clothes); (of boat, crew, etc.) leave 
shore; ~-ojff n., evasion, postponement. 
11. ~ on: clothe oneself or another with; 
(colloq.) ~ it on, overcharge, simulate 
exaggerated emotion, suffering, etc.; 
assume, take on, (character, appearance); 
develop additional (flesh, weight); add 
(so much to price, runs etc. to score); 
stake (money upon horse etc.); advance 
the hands of (clock); bring into action, 
exert, (force, pressure, speed, STEAM1, the 
screw1); appoint, arrange for, (person) to 
bowl etc., (train) to run etc. 12. ~ out-. 
dislocate (shoulder etc.); (crick.) cause 
(batsman) to be out; extinguish (candle, 
gas, fire, etc.); disconcert, confuse; annoy, 
irritate; ~ to inconvenience; exert 
(strength etc.); lend (money) at interest, 
invest; give (work) to be done off the 
premises. 13. ~ over, secure appreciation 
for (film, play, etc.); ~ (oneself) over, 
impress one’s personality on (an audience). 
14. ~ through: carry out (task); place 
(person) in telephonic connexion with (to) 
another through exchange(s). 15. ~ 
together: form (whole) by combination of 
parts; ~ two & two together-, ~ (our etc.) 
heads together, consult; (crick.) compile 
(score). 16. ~ up: ~ person’s back up, 
enrage him; ~ one’s hair, up; employ 
(person) as jockey; produce (play) on 
stage; cause (game) to rise from cover; 
raise (price); offer (prayer), present (peti¬ 
tion); propose for election; publish 
(banns); offer for sale by auction or for 
competition; pack up in parcel, place in 
receptacle for safe keeping; sheathe 
(sword); lodge & entertain (man, horse); 
take up one’s lodging (at inn etc.); ~ up 
a (good etc.) fight, make a good etc. fight 
of it; ~ up with (arch. ~ up), submit to, 
tolerate, (insult, annoying person or 
thing); ~ (person) up to, inform him of, 
instruct him in, (also) instigate him (to do, 
to doing, or action); construct, build; con¬ 
coct (underhand piece of work);<—up a., 
fraudulently concocted. Hence pu'ttER1 
(pdb-) n. [late OE *putian ('! *putian), 
also (d)pytan, potian, of unkn. orig.] 

put2 (pdbt), n. 1. Throw, cast, of the 
weight or stone. 2. Option of delivering 
fixed amount of a stock at fixed price 
within fixed time. [f. prec. ] 

put3, putt, v.i. & t. (putted), & n. 1. Strike 
golf-ball, strike (golf-ball) gently with 
club to get it into hole on smooth piece 
of ground called putting-green. 2. n. Such 
stroke. Hence putt'EK1(l, 2) n. [differ¬ 
entiated f. PUT1-2] 

put1, n. (old si.). Duffer, queer person, 
countryman, etc. [17th c., of unkn. orig. ] 

put'ative, a. Reputed, supposed, as his~ 
father. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF (-if, 
-ive), or LL putativus (putare think, see 
-A'rrvE) ] 

pute, a. (arch.). Pure (<f-) ~, mere. [f. L 
putU8 in phr. purus ac putus] 

put'eal, n. (Rom. ant.). Stone curb round 
mouth of well. [L (puteus well, see -al)| 

put'log, -lock, n. Short horizontal tim¬ 
ber on which scaffold-boards rest. [orig. 
unkn. ] 

put're|fy, v.i. & t. Become putrid, rot, go 
bad; fester, suppurate; become morally 
corrupt; (rare) cause to~fy. So~pac'tion 

n., ~factlVE a. [ME, f. L putrefacere 
(putrere be rotten, see -fy)] 

putres'ejent, a. In process of rotting; of, 
accompanying, this process. Hence ■— 
esce n., ~ibi,e a. [f. L putrescere incept, 
of ptitrere rot, see -ent] 

put'rid, a. Decomposed, rotten; foul, 
noxious; (fig.) corrupt; (si.) of poor 
quality, highly distasteful; ~ fever, 
typhus; ~ sore throat, gangrenous pharyn¬ 
gitis, diphtheria. Hence ~ity (-Id-), 
~ness, nn., ~ly2 adv. [f. L putridus 
(putrere rot, -id1)] 

putsch (-do-), n. Revolutionary attempt, 
coup de main. [G (Swiss)] 

putt. See put3. 

putt'ee (-1), n. Long strip of cloth wound 
spirally round leg from ankle to knee for 
protection & support, [f. Hind, patfi 
bandage] 

putt'do, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Fabric, plain or 
patterned, produced in Cashmere from 
coarse goat-wool, [native name] 

putt'y, n., & v.t. 1. (Also jewellers’ ~) 
powder of calcined tin (& lead) for polish¬ 
ing glass or metal; (also plasterers’ ~) fine 
mortar of lime & water without sand; 
(also glaziers’ ~) cement of whiting, raw 
linseed oil, etc., for fixing panes of glass, 
filling up holes in woodwork, etc.; ~ 
medal, fit reward for small service (you 
deserve a~ medal). 2. v.t. Cover, fix, join, 
fill up, with ~. [f. F potee lit. POTful, see 
-Y4] 

put) (pwe), n. Small volcanic cone esp. in 
Auvergne. [F] 

puz'zle1, n. Bewilderment, perplexity; 
perplexing question, enigma; problem, 
toy, contrived to exercise ingenuity & 
patience, as Chinese ~; ~-head(cd), 
-pate(d), (person) with confused ideas; 
II ~-peg, piece of wood so fixed to dog’s 
lower jaw as to prevent him from putting 
nose close to ground, [app. f. foil.] 

puz'zle2, v.t. & i. Perplex; be perplexed 
(about, over, problem etc.); make out 
(solution of problem etc.); monkey-~. 

Hence ~dom (-Id-), ~ment (-1m-), puzz- 
1er‘(2), nn., puzz'lingLY2 adv. [orig. 
unkn. ] 

puzzolana. See pozzolana. 

pyaem'lia, n. Blood-poisoning marked 
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by formation of pus-foci. Hence ~ic a. 
[f. Gk puon pus + haivia blood + -ia 1 ] 

pyc'no-, comb, form of Gk puknos thick, 
dense, as ~s<j/Ze a. & n., (building) with 
close arrangement of columns, i.e. at 
interval of one diameter & a half, 

pye'dog, pi(e)-, n. Ownerless mongrel of 
the East. [f. Anglo-Ind. pye, pae, Hind. 
pahi outsider] 

pyg'mly, pi-, n. & a. 1. One of a diminu¬ 
tive race of men said to have inhabited 
parts of Ethiopia or India; the P~ies, a 
dwarf people in equatorial Africa; dwarf 
(fig. of intellectual inferiority etc.); elf, 
pixy. 2. adj. Of the ~ies, dwarf. So 
pygm(a)e'AN (-e'tm) a. [ME, f. L f. Gk 
pugmaios (pugme length from elbow to 
knuckles, also the fist)] 

|| pyja'mas, *paj-, (-ahmoz), n. pi. Loose 
silk or cotton trousers tied round waist, 
worn by both sexes among Mohammedans 
& adopted esp. for night wear by Euro¬ 
peans ; sleeping-suit of loose trousers & 
jacket; also attrib. in sing, form pgja'ma 
(-ah-), as pyjama jacket, trousers, [f. Pers. 
pae jamah (pae, pay, foot, leg, + jamah 
clothing) ] 

pyk'nic, a. & n. (anthrop.). (Person) 
characterized by a thick neck, large 
abdomen, and relatively short legs. [f. 
Gk pyknos compact + -IC ] 

pyl'on, n. Gateway esp. of Egyptian 
temple; tall compound structure erected 
as support (esp. for power-cables) or 
boundary or decoration, [f. Gk pulon 
(pule gate) ] 

pylot'us, n. (anat.). Opening from stom¬ 
ach into duodenum; part of stomach 
where this is. Hence pylo'ric a. [LL, f. 
Gk puloros gatekeeper (pule gate +ouros 
warder)] 

pyo-, comb, form of Gk puon pus, as 
~gen'esis, formation of pus; ~rrhoe'a 
(-rea), purulent discharge (esp. as a dental 
disease). So py'oiD a. 

pyr'acanth, n. Evergreen thorny shrub 
with white flowers & scarlet berries, [f. 
Gk purakantha] 

py'ramid, n. 1. Monumental (esp. ancient 
Egyptian) structure of stone etc. with 
polygonal or (usu.) squai'e base, & sloping 
sides meeting at apex. 2. Solid of this 
shape with base of three or more sides. 
3. <—shaped thing or pile of things; fruit- 
-tree trained in ~ shape. 4. Poem whose 
successive lines increase or decrease in 
length. 5. II pi. (billiards). Game played 
with (usu. 15) coloured balls & one cue- 
-ball. Hence or cogn. pyram'idAL a., 
pyram'idaliY2, ~wise, advv. [f. L f. 
Gk puramis -idos, perh. of Egypt, orig. ] 

py'ramidist, n. Student of structure & 
history of Egyptian pyramids, [-ist] 

pyre, n. Heap of combustible material, 
esp. funeral pile for burning corpse, [f. 
L_f. Gk pura (pur fire)] 

pyrfith'rum, n. Name of kinds of chry¬ 
santhemum. [L, f. Gk purethron] 

pyret ic (or pi-), a. Of, for, or producing, 
fever, [f. Gk puretos fever + -IC] 

pyrex'lia(orpi-), n.(path.). Fever. Hence 
~iAi, ~ic(al), aa. [f. Gk purexis (puresso 
be feverish, as prec.)] 

pyrheliom'eter (per-), n. Instrument for 
measuring heat given off by sun. [f. Gk 
pur fire + helios sun + -meter ] 

pyr'idine (or pi-), n. (chem.). A volatile 
liquid alkaloid from dry distillation of 
bone-oil, used for asthma, [f. Gk pur fire 
+ -ID4 +-INE6] 

pyrit'es (-z), n. (Also iron ~) either of two 
sulphides of iron; copper ~, double^sul¬ 
phide of copper & iron. Hence pyrit'ic, 
pyritlF'EROus, pyr'Itous, aa., pyr'itizE 
v.t., (pfr-, or pi-). [L, f. Gk purites of fire 
(pur, see -ite 4) ] 

pyro. See pyrogallic. 
pyr|o-, comb, form of Gk pur fire, as: ~o- 

-elec'tric, ~o-electri’city, (property of) 
becoming electrically polar when heated; 
~ogall'ic acid (abbr. pyro), acid used as 
reducing agent in photography etc.; 
~ogenSt'ic, productive of heat, esp. in the 
body, or (also ~og£n'ic) of fever; ~<3- 
genous, (of rock) igneous, (of substance) 
produced by combustion of another; 
~6g'raphy, = poker1 -work-, ~ogravure’, 
piece of poker-work; ~ 61'airy, fire-wor¬ 
ship ; ~olig'neous, produced by action of 
fire or heat on wood, as ~oligneous acid; 
~oman'ia, incendiary mania, so ~oman'iac 
n., ~omani'acal a.; ~6m'cter, instrument 
for measuring high temperatures, so ~o- 
met'ric(al) aa., ~omet’rically adv., ~<5- 
m'etry n.; ~6ph'orus, substance that 
takes fire spontaneously on exposure to 
air, so ~ophd'ric, ~6ph'orous, aa.; ~o- 
phot'ograph, one burnt in on glass or 
porcelain, so ~ophotograph'ic &.,~ophot6- 
g'raphy n. Also in scientific wds denoting 
(chem.) new substance formed from an¬ 
other by destructive distillation etc., 
(min.) minerals etc. showing some pro¬ 
perty or change under action of heat, or 
having fiery red or yellow colour, 

pyr'ope, n. A deep-red garnet. [ME, f. OF 
pirope f. L f. Gk puropos gold-bronze, lit. 
fiery-eyed (pur fire + ops eye)] 

pyros'xs, n. (med.). Burning sensation in 
the stomach with eructation of watery 
fluid, water-brash, [mod. L f. Gk purosis 
f. pur fire] 

pyrotech'n|Ic (-t6k-), a. & n. 1. Of (the 
nature of) fireworks, as ~ic display, (fig., 
of wit etc.) brilliant, sensational. 2. n. pi. 
Art of making, display of, fireworks (lit. 
& fig.). Hence or cogn. ~Ical a., ~icalLY2 
adv.,~iST, pyr'otechnY1, nn., (-tek-). [f. 
PYRO-+Gk tekhnikos (lekhne art, see -ic) ] 

pyr'oxene, n. (Kinds of) mineral com¬ 
posed mainly of the silicates of calcium 
and magnesium, a common component 
of igneous rocks, [f. pyro- + Gk xenos 
stranger (because supposed alien to 
igneous rocks)] 

pyrox'ylin, n. Nitrates of cellulose, esp. 
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the explosive, gun-cotton, or the lower 
nitrate which when dissolved in ether & 
alcohol forms collodion & serves as the 
basis of varnishes, artificial leather, etc. 
[f. F (-ine) f. pyro- + Gk oculon wood +-IN] 

Py'rrhic1 (-rlk), p-, n. & a. 1. ~ (dance), 
war dance of ancient Greeks. 2. The 
metrical foot - ; (adj.) consisting of such 
feet. [(1) f. L or Gk purrhikhe, said to be 
named from onePurrhikhos, the inventor; 
(2) f. L f. Gk purrhikhios (pous) pyrrhic 
foot] 

Py'rrhic2 (-rik), a. ~ victory (gained at too 
great cost, like that of Pyrrhus king of 
Epirus over the Romans at Asculum 
in 279 B.c.). [f. Gk purrhikos (Purrhos 
Pyrrhus, see -ic) ] 

Py'rrhonlism (-to-), n. Sceptic philo¬ 
sophy of Pyrrho of Elis (c. 300 B.c.), 
doctrine that certainty of knowledge is 
unattainable; scepticism, philosophic 
doubt. Hence or cogn. Pyrrhon'lAN 
(-ro-), Pyrrhon'ic (-r0-), aa. & nn., 
~ist (-ro-) n. [f. GkPurrhonPyrrho +-ism] 

Pyr'us, n. Genus of rosaceous trees & 
shrubs including pear & apple, esp. ~ 
japonica, scarlet or crimson ~. [med. & 
mod. L erron. sp. of L virus pear-tree] 

Pythagore'an, a. & n. (Follower) of 
Pythagoras, philosopher of Samos (6th c. 
B.c.) said to have believed in transmigra¬ 
tion of souls; ~ proposition, Euclid I. 47. 
[f. L f. Gk Puthagoreios + -an ] 

Pyth'lan (-dh-), a. & n. Of (Apollo’s oracle 
& priestess at) Delphi; the ~, Apollo, his 
priestess at Delphi, [f. L f. Gk Puthios 
(Putlw, older name of Delphi) +-an ] 

pyth'on1, n. (Gk myth.) huge serpent or 
monster slain near Delphi by Apollo; 
large snake that crushes its prey. So 
python'ic1 [-ic ] a. [f. L f. Ck. Puthon] 

pyth'on2, n. Familiar spirit; person pos¬ 
sessed by this. Hence or cogn. ~ess1 n., 
python'ic2 [-ic] a. [f. LL pytho or late 
Gk puthon] 

pyx, n., & v.t. 1. (eccl.). Vessel in which 
consecrated bread is kept. 2. || Box at 
Royal Mint in which specimen gold & 
silver coins are deposited to be tested at 
the annual trial of the ~ by jury of Gold¬ 
smiths’ Company; II (v.t.) deposit (coin) 
in ~, test (coin) by weight & assay. [ME, 
f. L PYXIS] 

pyxid'ium, n. (bot.; pi. -ia). Capsule of 
which the top comes off like lid of box. 
[f. Gk puxidion, dim. as foil. ] 

pyx'is, n. Small box, casket ; = prec. [L, 
f. Gk puxis f. puxos box-tree] 

Q 
Q (ku), letter (pi. Qs, Q’s). (Skating) 
change of edge followed by turn (reverse 
Q, turn followed by change of edge); 
mind one’s Ps & Qs, see r; Q-boat, Q-ship, 
= mystery l-ship; Q department, that of 
Q.M.G. 

qua, conj. As, in the capacity of, (objects 
to the Church not ~ Church, but ~ Estab¬ 
lishment). [L, abl. fem. sing, of qui rel. 
pron. ] 

quack1, v.i., & n. (Utter) harsh sound 
made by ducks; talk loudly Sc foolishly; 

(nursery), duck. [imit.; cf. Du. 
Icwakken, G quacken croak, quack] 

quack2, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Ignorant pretend¬ 
er to skill esp. in medicine or surgery, one 
who offers wonderful remedies or devices, 
charlatan, (often attrib., as ~ doctor, 
remedies)-, hence ~'ery(4) n., ~'ish 1 a. 
2. vb. Play the ~; talk pretentiously; 
puff or advertise (cure etc.), [abbr. of foil.] 

quack'salver, n. (Orig. form, now rare, 
Of) QUACK2 n. [Du. (QUACK1, SALVE, -ER1)] 

quad (kwOd), n. See quadrangle, quad¬ 
rat, QUADRUPLET. 

qua'drable (-od-), a. (math.). Capable of 
being represented by an equivalent square 
or expressed in finite number of algebraic 
terms, [as quadrate2, -able] 

quadragenar'ian (-Od-), a. & n. (Person) 
forty years old. [f. L quadragenarius 
(quadrageni distrib. of quadraginta forty, 
-ARY1)] 

Quadrages'ima (-od-), n. (Also ~ Swn- 
day) first Sunday in Lent. [LL (Lent, 
first Sunday in Lent), fem. of L -us 
fortieth (quadraginta forty)] 

quadrages'imal (-Od-), a. Lasting forty 
days (of fast, esp. Lent); Lenten, [f. med. 
L quadragesimalis (prec., -al)] 

quadrangle (kwOd'ranggl), n. Four- 
-sided figure, esp. square or rectangle; so 
quadrang'ulAR1 a., quadrang'ularLY2 

adv., (-ngg-); || (also quad, pr. kwOd) 
four-sided court (partly) enclosed by 
parts of large buddings, such court with 
buildings round it. [ME, f. OF f. LL 
quadrangulum square (quadri-, angle)] 

qua'drant (-Od-), n. Quarter of circle’s 
circumference; plane figure enclosed by 
two radii of circle at right angles & arc 
cut off by them; quarter of sphere; thing, 
esp. graduated strip of metal, shaped like 
quarter-circle, instrument properly so 
shaped & graduated for taking angular 
measurements. Hence quadran'tAL a. 
[ME, f. L quadrans -antis (quadri-)] 

qua'drat (-Od-), n. (Also quad, pr. kwOd) 
small metal block used by printers in 
spacing (em ~, en ~, broader, narrower, 
size), [var. of foil. ] 

qua'drate1 (-Od-), a. & n. 1. Square, 
rectangular, (chiefly in anat. names, as ~ 
bone in birds’ & reptiles’ heads, ~ muscle 
in loins, thigh, forearm, etc.). 2. n. Rect¬ 
angular block or plate (rare); ~ bone or 
muscle. [ME, f. L quadratus (foil., -ate2)] 

quadrate'2 (or kwO-), v.t. & i. (rare). 
Make square; (math.) square (circle etc.); 
correspond or conform (with, or abs. of pi. 
subj.); make conform with or to or abs. 
[f. L quaclrare (quadri-), -ate3] 

quadratic, a. & n. 1. Square (rare); 
(math.) involving second & no higher 
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-footed, [f. F -pede, or L quadrupes -pedis 

a. & hi (quadru- form of quadri- occas. 

quadrature 

power of unknown quantity or variable 
(esp. ~ equation). 2. n. ~ equation; (pi.) 
branch of algebra dealing with these. 
[quadrate1, -ic; peril, f. F -ique] 

quadrature (-6d-), n. (Math.) finding of 
square with area precisely equal to that 
of figure bounded by curve (esp. ~ of the 
circle); (astron.) one of two points in 
space or time at which moon is 90° from 
sun, position of heavenly body in relation 
to another 90° away. [f. F, or L quadra- 
tura (QUADRATE3, -URE)] 

quadrenn'ial, a. Occurring every, last¬ 
ing, four years, [irreg. f. L quedriennium 
four-year period (foil., annus year), -al] 

qua'drl- (-6d-), (bef. a vowel quadr-; in a 
few wds quadra- bef. p), L comb, form = 
four-, in a few L words (quadriduum 
period of four days, quadriparlitus ~ - 
partite), & in many of later L & mod. 
formation, esp. in scientific use: ~fid, a., 
cleft into four divisions or lobes; ~ - 
lat'cral, a. & n., four-sided (figure or 
area; the Q~lateral, four fortresses in N. 
Italy & district protected by them) ; 
~ling'ual (-ng-gw-), a., using, in, four 
languages; quadrillion (kwadril'yon), 
n., I! fourth power of million (1 followed by 
24 ciphers), *fifth power of a thousand (cf. 
billion); ~nom'ial, a., consisting of four 
algebraic terms; ~part'ite, a., consisting 
of four parts, shared by or involving four 
parties; ~remc, n., ancient galley with 
four banks of oars; ~syllab'ic, a., four- 
-syllabled; ~syll'able, n., word of four 
syllables; quadriv'alent (kwo-), a. 
(chem.), capable of combining with four 
univalent atoms; quadriv'Ium (kwa-), 
n. (hist.), medieval university course of 
arithmetic, geometry, astronomy, & 
music (cf. TRIYIUM). 

qua'dric (-5d-), a. & n. (solid geom.). 
(Surface) of second degree, [as prec-., -ic] 

quadrig'a, n. (pi. -ae). Ancient chariot 
with four horses abreast. [L (quadri-, 

jugum yoke)] 
quadrille'1 (ka-, kwa-), n. Fashionable 

18th-c. game for four persons with forty 
cards. [F, peril, f. Sp. cuartillo w. assim. 
to foil. ] 

quadrille'2 (ka-, kwa-), n. Square dance 
for four couples & containing five figures 
(also set of ~s); piece of music for such 
dance. [F, f. Sp. cuadrilla (cuadra square) 
squadron, band] 

quadroon', n. Offspring of white & mu¬ 
latto, person of quarter-Negro blood; 
hybrid of similarly proportioned descent 
between other human, animal, or vege¬ 
table stocks, [f. Sp. cuarteron (cuarto 
fourth) w. assim. to quadri- ] 

quadru'manous (-roo-), a. Four-handed, 
belonging to the order Quadrumana of 
mammals with opposable digit on all four 
limbs, [after foil. f. L manus hand] 

qua'druped (-6dr<5b-), n. & a. 1. Four- 
-footed animal, esp. four-footed mammal; 
so quadru'pedAL (-rob-) a. 2. adj. Four- 

used before p-, pes foot)] 
qua'druple (-odrdb-), a., n., & v.t. & i. 

1. Fourfold, consisting of four parts or 
involving four parties, (~ algebra, using 
four independent units; ~ rhythm or 
time, with four beats to a measure; ~ al¬ 
liance etc.); amounting to four times the 
amount or number of, equivalent to four¬ 
fold the amount of, superior by four 
times in amount or number to, (has a 
light &■ heat~, or ~ of or to, that of the 
earth)-, hence qua'drupLY2 (-Odrdb-) adv. 
2. n. Number or amount four times 
greater than another (esp. the ~ of). 3. vb. 
Multiply (t. & i.) by four. [F. f. L quadra- 
plus (prec., -plus as in duplus double)] 

qua'druplet (-odrdb-), n. (PI. four chil¬ 
dren at a birth (colloq. quads, pr. kwodz); 
four things working together; bicycle for 
four. [f. prec. after triplet] 

quadruplicate1 (-oo-), a. & n. I. Four¬ 
fold, four times repeated or copied. 2. n. 
In ~, in four exactly similar examples or 
copies; (pi.) four such copies, [f. L 
quadrv.plu-are (quadruplex fourfold, cf. 
QUADRUPED, DUPLEX), -ATE2] 

quadru'pliciate2 (-do-), v.t. Multiply by 
four; make four specimens of. Hence 
~a'tion n. [as prec., -ate2] 

quadrupli'city (-odrdb-), n. Fourfold 
nature, being fourfold, [as prec., -TY] 

quaere (kwer'I), v.t. imperat., & n. (abbr. 
qu.). 1. Inquire (imperat.), it is a question, 
I should like to know, (most interesting, no 
doubt; but~, is it true?). 2. n. A question, 
query. [L, imperat. of quaerere ask] 

quaes'tor, n. Ancient-Roman official, 
state-treasurer, paymaster, etc.; trea¬ 
surer. Hence or cogn. quaestdr'iAL a., 
~sbip n. [L (quaerere quaesit- seek, -or)] 

quaff (-ah-), v.i. & t. Drink (t. & i.), drain 
(cup etc.), in copious or long draughts, 
[prob. imit.] 

quag, n. Marshy or boggy spot, quaking 
bog. Hence ~g,Y1 (-g-) a. [rel. to dial. 
quag vb, prob. imit.; cf. wag, swag] 

quagg'a, n. S.-Afr. quadruped related to 
ass & zebra, less striped than latter; 
Burch elks zebra. [S.-Afr.] 

quag'rmre, n. Quaking bog, fen, marsh, 
slough (lit. & fig.), [app. f. QUAG, MIRE] 

*quahog', -hang', (kwahdg), n. Edible 
round clam of Atlantic coast of N. 
America, [abbr. of Amer.-Ind. poquau- 
hock ] 

II quaich, quaigfa, (kwax), n. (Sc.). Kind 
of drinking-cup, usu. of wood & having 
two handles, [f. Gael, cuach cup ] 

Quai d’Crsay' (kaddr-), n. (Used for) the 
French Foreign Office. 

quail1, n. Kinds of migratory bird allied 
to partridge esteemed as food; ~-call, ~- 
-pipe, whistle with note like~’s for luring. 
Hence ~'ery(3) n. [ME, f. OF quaille 
f. med. L coacula (unit.); cf. MDu., MLG 
quackele ] 
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quail2, v.i. & t. (Of person, or liis heart, 
courage, spirit, or eyes) flinch, be cowed, 
give way before or to; (rare) cow, daunt. 
[ME quayle, of unkn. orig. ] 

quaint, a. Attractive or piquant in virtue 
of unfamiliar, esp. old-fashioned, appear¬ 
ance, ornamentation, manners, etc., dain¬ 
tily odd. Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 
[earlier senses wise, cunning; ME, f. OF 
cointe f. L cognitus p.p. of cognoscere 
learn] 

quakje, v.i., & n. 1. Shake, tremble, rock 
to & fro, (of earth with earthquake, person 
usu. for or with fear or cold, bog when 
trodden on, etc.); ~ing-grass, kinds with 
slender foot-stalks trembling in wind. 
2. n. Act of ~ing, (colloq.) earthquake. 
Hence ~'ingLY2 adv., ~'y2 a. [OE 
cuacian ] 

quak'er, n. 1. (Q~). (Outsiders’ name 
for) member of Society of Friends founded 
by George Fox 1648-50, & devoted to 
peace principles, plainness of dress (esp. 
the use of drab or grey), simplicity of 
speech (esp. the use of thee & avoidance of 
titles & words, such as the names of the 
days, suggestive of paganism), & peculiar 
priestless religious meetings. 2. * Dummy 
gun in ship or fort. 3. (Also ~-bird, -moth) 
kinds of plain-coloured bird & moth. 4. 
~, or ~s’, -meeting, religious meeting of 
Friends, silent till some member is moved 
by the spirit, (transf.) silent meeting, 
company in which conversation flags. 
nence~DOM,~ESS1,~iSM(3,4), nn.,~iSHl, 
'*~ly l, a.a. [f. prec.+-ER1] 

qualification (-61), n. 1. Modification, 
recognition of contingency, restricting or 
limiting circumstance, detraction from 
completeness or absoluteness, (statement 
with many ~s; hedged with ~s; requires 
~; his delight had one ~). 2. Quality 
fitting person or thing (for post etc., or 
abs.); condition that must be fulfilled be¬ 
fore right can be acquired or office held 
(the ~ for citizenship may be a certain in¬ 
come), document attesting such fulfil¬ 
ment. 3. Attribution of quality (the ~ of 
his policy as opportunist is unfair). So 
qua'lificatORY (-61-) a. [f. F, or med. L 
qualificalio (foil., -fication)] 

qua'lify (-61-), v.t. & i. 1. Attribute some 
quality to, describe as, (~ documents as 
heretical, person as a scoundrel, proposal 
as iniquitous; adjectives ~ nouns). 2. In¬ 
vest or provide with the necessary quali¬ 
ties, make competent, fit, or legally 
entitled, (for being or doinff, to be or do, 
for post or sphere, or abs.; ~ing examina¬ 
tion, to ascertain that Candidates are not 
below a fixed standard, often followed by 
competitive); (intr.) fulfil some condition, 
esp. pass examination or take oath, to 
make oneself eligible (for office, or abs.). 
3. Modify (statement, opinion), make less 
absolute or sweeping, subject to reserva¬ 
tions or limitation. 4. Moderate, mitigate, 
mako less complete or pleasing or un¬ 

pleasing ; diminish strength or flavour of 
(spirit etc. with water, also joe. water 
with spirit), [f. F qualifier or med. L 
qualificare (L qualis such as, -fy)] 

qualitative (-61-), a. Concerned with, 
depending on, quality (opp. quantita¬ 

tive ; esp. ~ analysis), [f. LL qualitativus 
(foil., -ative)] 

qua'litly (-61-), n. 1. Degree of excellence, 
relative nature or kind or character, (opp. 
quantity; of good, high, poor, etc., ~2/; 
is made in three ~ies; matters more than 
quantity); general excellence (has ~y, is 
excellent). 2. Faculty, skill, accomplish¬ 
ment, characteristic trait, mental or 
moral attribute, (give a taste of one’s ~j/, 
show what one can do; has many good 
~ies, the defects of his ~ies, the ~ies of a 
ruler, the ~y of inspiring confidence or of 
courage, the ~j/ of mercy). 3. (arch, or 
vulg.). High rank or social standing 
(people of, the, ~y, the upper classes). 
4. (log.). (Of proposition) being affirmative 
or negative. 5. (Of sound, voice, etc.) 
distinctive character apart from pitch & 
loudness, timbre. [ME & OF qualite f. L 
qualitatem (qualis of what kind, -ty)] 

qualm (-ahm, -awm), n. Momentary 
faint or sick feeling, queasiness; mis¬ 
giving, sinking of heart; scruple of con¬ 
science, doubt of one’s own rectitude in 
some matter. Hence ~'ishi a. [16th c., 
of obsc. orig.; cf. G qualm, MLG quallem, 
Du., LG kwalm (G qualm) vapour, smoke] 

quandar'y (-On-; also kwOn'darl), n. A 
state of perplexity, difficult situation, 
practical dilemma, (am in o~). [16th c., 
of unkn. orig. ] 

quand metric (see Ap.), adv. Despite 
consequences, even so, all the same. [F] 

II quant (kwOnt), n., & v.t. & i. Punting - 
-pole with prong to prevent its sinking in 
mud, used by E.-coast bargemen etc.; 
(vb) propel (boat), propel boat, with ~. 
[15th c., perh. f. L f. Gk kontos pole] 

qua'ntic (-On-), n. (math.). Rational in¬ 
tegral homogeneous function of two or 
more variables, [f. L quantus how much, 
-ic] 

qua'ntllfy (-On-), v.t. (Log.) define applica¬ 
tion of (term, proposition) by use of all, 
some, etc.; determine quantity of, 
measure, express as quantity. Hence 
~fiABLE a., ~fica'tion n. [f. med. L 
quantificare (prec., -fy)] 

quantitative (-On-; or -to.-), a. Measured 
or measurable by, concerned with, quan¬ 
tity (opp. qualitative ; esp. ~ analysis); 
of, based on, the quantity of syllables (~ 
scansion, verse, etc.). Hence ~LY2 adv. 
[f. med. L quantitativus(quantity, -ative)] 

qua'ntitive (-On-), a. = prec. (rare), [foil., 
-IVE] 

qua'ntitly (-On-), n. 1. The property of 
things that is estimable by some sort of 
measure, the having of size, extension, 
weight, amount, or number, (mathe¬ 
matics is the science of pure ~y; staled in 
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terms of ~y). 2. Amount, sum, (the ~y of 
the current depends on the size of the plates). 
3. Specified or considerable portion or 
number or amount of something, the 
amount of something present, (a small ~y 
of blood; a ~y of baskets; buys in large 
~ies; the ~y of heat in an animal body); 
(pi.) large amounts or numbers, abun¬ 
dance, (is found in ~ies on the shore). 4. 
Length or shortness of vowel sounds (see 
long1; ~y-mark, put over vowel to 
indicate —y; false ~y). 5. (log.). Exten¬ 
sion given to subject of proposition. 6. 
(math.). Thing having ~y, figure or sym¬ 
bol representing it, (incommensurable ~ics 
have no aliquot parts; unknown ~y, transf., 
person or thing whose action cannot be 
foreseen; negligible ~y, transf., person 
etc. that need not be reckoned with). 
7. || bill1 of ~ies; II ~y surveyor, one 
whose business it is to prepare bills of 
~ies, measure and price work done, etc. 
[ME & OF quantile f. L quantitatem (quan¬ 
tus how much, -TY)] 

quantiv'alence (-5n-, -an-), n. (chem.). 
Extent to which one of element’s atoms 
can hold other atoms in combination, [f. 
L quantus how much, after equivalence 
see EQUIVALENT] 

qua'ntum (-on-, in L phrr. -an-, -5n-), n. 
(pi. -a, rare). Amount; share, portion; 
required, desired, or allowed amount; ~ 
llb'&t or pla'cU, abbr. q.l., q.p., as much as 
is desired (in prescriptions); ~ suff'icit, 
abbr. quant, suff., or q.s., as much as 
suffices (in prescriptions), (gen.) sufficient 
quantity, to sufficient extent; ~ theory 
(phys.), the hypothesis, accounting for 
the stability of the atom & other pheno¬ 
mena, that in radiation the energy of 
electrons is discharged not continuously 
but in discrete amounts or quanta. [L, 
neut. of quantus how much] 

quaquavers'al, a. (geol.). Pointing in 
every direction, [f. LL quaquaversus 
(quaqva wheresoever, versus towards)] 

quarantine (kwfi'ranten), n., & v.t. 1. 
(Period of) isolation imposed on voyagers, 
travellers, sick persons, or infected ship, 
that might spread contagious disease. 
2. v.t. Impose such isolation on, put in 
~. [prob. f. It. quarantina forty days 
f. quaranta forty] 

quar'S hn'pedU, n. Writ issued in cases 
of disputed presentation to benefice 
against objector. [L, = why does he 
hinder? ] 

II qua'renden, -der, (kwo-), n. Kind of 
Devonshire & Somerset apple. [15tli c., 
of unkn. orig.] 

qua'rrel1 (kwo-), n. (hist.). Short heavy 
arrow or bolt used in crossbow or arbalest. 
[ME, f. OF quarel, f. Rom. *quadrellus 
dim. of quadras square (L -um)] 

qua'rrel2 (kwfi-), n. 1. Occasion of com¬ 
plaint against person or his actions (have 
no ~ against or with him; find ~ in a 
straw, be captious; pick a ~, invent or 

eagerly avail oneself of such occasion to 
commence hostilities; espouse one’s 
fight one’s —s for him, assist him in getting 
redress; in a good ~, justly taken up). 
2. Violent contention or altercation 
between persons, rupture of friendly rela¬ 
tions. Hence —some a., —somei.Y2 adv., 
—someNESS n. [ME, f. OF querele f. L 
querela complaint (queri complain)] 

qua'rrel3 (kwfi-), v.i. (-11-). Take excep¬ 
tion, find fault with (I never — with Provi¬ 
dence; ~ with one’s bread & butter, aban¬ 
don employment by which one lives); 
contend violently (with person, about or 
for thing), fall out, have dispute, break 
off friendly relations. [ME, f. prec. ] 

qua'rry1 (kwfi-), n. Object of pursuit by 
bird of prey, hounds, hunters, etc.; in¬ 
tended victim or prey. [ME, f. OF cuiree 
(cuir skin f. L corium, -Y4), orig. sense, 
parts of deer placed on hide & given to 
hounds ] 

qua'rry2 (kwfi-), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Excava¬ 
tion made by taking stone for building 
etc. from its bed; place whence stone, or 
fig. information etc., may be extracted; 
floor-tile; ~man, worker in —. 2. vb. Ex¬ 
tract (stone) from ~; extract (facts etc.) 
laboriously from books etc.; expend toil 
in searching documents etc. (~ing in the 
Harleian MSS.). [ME, f. med. L quareia 
etc. f. OF quarriere f. *carre f. L quadrum 
square ] 

qua'rry3 (kwfi-), n. Diamond-shaped 
pane of glass as used in lattice-windows, 
[later form of quarrel1] 

quart1 (kwfii’t), n. Measure of capacity, 
quarter of gallon or two pints (put ~ into 
pint pot, make less contain greater); pot 
or bottle containing this amount (~ bottle 
of wine or spirit, § gal.); (abs. for) — of 
beer (still takes his —); ~-po(. [ME, f. OF 
quarte f. fern, of L quartus fourth] 

quart2 (kart), n., & v.i. & t. 1. A position 
in fencing, carte, (~ tierce, fencing- 
-practice); sequence of four cards in 
piquet etc. (~ major, ace, king, queen, 
knave). 2. vb. Use the position — ; draw 
back (head etc.) in this. [f. I’ quarte f. 
fern. L as prec. ] 

quar'tan (kwor-), a. & n. (Ague or fever) 
with paroxysm every third (by inclusive 
reckoning fourth) day. [ME & OF quar- 
taine f. L (febris) quartana (quartus fourth, 
-AN)] 

quarta'tion (kwor-), n. Combining of 
three parts of silver with one of gold as 
preliminary in purifying gold. [L quartus 
fourth, -ATION] 

quarte (kart). Var. of quart2 (see etym.) 
quar'ter1 (kwfir-), n. 1. Fourth part, one 

of four equal or corresponding parts, 
fourth part of, (divide the apples into —s; 
~ of a century, any period of 25 years; 
second etc. — of the century, 26th to 50th 
etc. years of it; — of an hour, any con¬ 
secutive 15 minutes; bad — of an hour, 
short unpleasant experience; can get it at 
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the stores for a ~ the or of the, or for ~ the, 
price; is not a ~ as good as it should be; 
~ mile, yard, etc., ~ of a mile etc.). 2. 
(U.S., Can.). 25 cents or ~ dollar, as 
amount or coin. 3. One of four parts, 
each including leg or arm, into which 
beast’s or bird’s carcass is divided (of 
beast, often fore, hind, ~); (pi.) similar 
parts of traitor quartered after execution; 
(usu. in pi., often hind-~s) haunch(es) of 
living animal or man. 4. Either side of 
ship aft of main-chains (on the ~, between 
astern & on beam). 5. (her.). One of four 
divisions of quartered shield (dexter & 
sinister chief, dexter & sinister base)-, 
charge occupying ~ placed in chief. 6. 
II Grain-measure of eight bushels, used in 
stating large quantities, prices, etc.; 
(abbr. qr) fourth of cwt, 28 lb. 7. Fourth 
of fathom (<£■ a ~ five, 51 fathoms; a ~ 
less five, 4|). 8. Fourth of year for which 
payments become due on ~-day; instal¬ 
ment of allowance etc. for the ~; school 
term. 9. Fourth of lunar period; moon’s 
position between first & second or third 
& fourth of these. 10. Point of timo 15' 
before or after any hour o’clock (at a~ to, 
past, six-, it is not the ~ yet, strikes the 
hours, half-hours, & ~s; it has gone the ~, 
clock has sounded for it). 11. II (Channel 
I.). Unit of property or income, reckoned 
as £25, for assessment of taxes etc. 12. 
(Region lying about) point of compass, 
direction, district, locality, source of 
supply or help in information, (wind 
blows from all four ~s at once; what ~ is 
the wind in? lit., & fig. how are things 
going? etc.; flocked in from all ~s; no 
help to be looked for in that ~ ; had the news 
from a good ~). 13. Division of town, 
esp. one appropriated to or occupied by 
special class (the Jewish, manufacturing, 
residential, etc., ~). 14. pi. Lodgings, 
abode, esp. place where troops are lodged 
or stationed (head~s; winter ~s, occu¬ 
pied, esp. by troops, for winter; take up 
one’s ~s, lodge in, with, etc.; beat 1 up 
~s of\ beat to~s, naut., summon crew to 
appointed stations as for action; at close 1 
~s). 15. Exemption from death offered 
or granted to enemy in battle who will 
surrender (give, receive, ~ ; ask for or cry 
~; no ~ to be given). 16. ~-mile race or 
running-distance (won the ~; has done 
the ~ in 50"). 17. ~-bell, sounding the 
~-hours; ~ binding of book, with narrow 
leather at back & none at corners, so — 
-bound a.; —butt in billiards, cue shorter 
than half-butt; \\~-day, on which 
quarterly payments are due, tenancies 
begin & end, etc. (Lady Day 25 Mar., 
Midsummer Day 24 June, Michaelmas 
29 Sep., & Christmas 25 Dec.; in Scot¬ 
land, Candlemas 2 Feb., Whitsunday 
15 May, Lammas 1 Aug., Martinmas 11 
Nov.); ~-deck, part of upper deck be¬ 
tween stern & after-mast, the officers 
(cf. LOWler deck) of ship or navy; ~-ill, 

cattle & sheep disease causing putre¬ 
faction in one or more of the ~s; ~ 
left, right, (mil.), ~ of a right angle to 
left, right; ~-light, window in body of 
closed carriage apart from door-window; 
~-fine (naut.), disposition in which bow 
of each ship is abaft beam of one in 
front; ~master, (naut.) petty officer or 
rating in charge of steering, binnacle, 
signals, hold-stowing, etc., (mil., abbr. 
Q.M.) regimental officer with duties of 
assigning ~s, laying out camp, & looking 
after rations, clothing, etc. (Q~master- 
-General, abbr. Q.M.G., military member 
of the Army Council and head of depart¬ 
ment controlling quartering, equipment, 
etc.); ~-miler, runner whose distance is 
the ~; -—plate, photographic plate 31 in. 
x41, photograph produced from it; ||~ 
sessions, court of limited criminal & civil 
jurisdiction & of appeal held quarterly by 
justices of peace in counties & by re¬ 
corder in cities and boroughs; ~slaff, 
stout pole 6-8 ft long formerly used by 
peasantry as weapon; ~-tone (mus.), half 
a semitone; ~-wind, blowing on ship’s ~ 
(most favourable sailing wind). [ME, f. 
AF quarter, OF -ier, f. L quartarius fourth 
part (of a measure) f. quartus fourth, see 
-er2(2)] 

quar'ter2 (kwot-), v.t. 1. Divide into four 
equal parts, divide (traitor’s body) into 
quarters. 2. (her.). Place or boar (charges 
or coats of arms) quarterly on shield; add 
(another’s coat) to one’s hereditary arms; 
place in alternate quarters with-, divide 
(shield) into quarters or into divisions 
formed by vertical & horizontal lines. 
3. Put (esp. soldiers) into quarters, station 
or lodge in specified place. 4. (Of dogs) 
range or traverse (ground) in every 
direction. [ME, f. prec.] 

quarterage (-dr-), n. Quarterly payment, 
a quarter’s wages, allowance, pension, 
etc. [-AGE] 

quartering (-or-), n. In vbl senses; esp. 
(her., pi.) coats marshalled on shield to 
denote alliances of family with heiresses 
of others; square lengths of timber made 
by sawing planks into four lengths. [-ING1 ] 

quarterly (-<5r-), a., n., & adv. 1. Occur¬ 
ring every quarter of a year. 2. n. ~ 
review or magazine. 3. adv. Once every 
quarter of a year; (her.) in the four, or 
in two diagonally opposite, quarters of 
shield (‘—quartered, with one or more 
quarters divided in four). [-LY1*2] 

|| quartern (-<5rt-), n. (Also ~-loaf) four- 
-pound loaf. [f. AF quartrun, OF 
quart(e)ron, f. quart(e) fourth] 

quartet(te)' (-dr-), n. Musical composition 
for four voices or instruments, players or 
singers rendering this (piano ~, 3 stringed 
instruments with piano); set of four. [F 
(-te), f. It. quartetlo (quarto fourth f. L 
quartus) -et1] 

quartile (-bi-), a. & n. (astrol.). 1. Con¬ 
nected with or relating to an aspect of 
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two heavenly bodies which are 90° distant 
from each other. 2. n. A ~ aspect, [f. 
med. L quartilis f. L guartus fourth] 

quar'to (-dr-), n. (also written 4to, 4°; pi. 
~s). Size given by folding sheet of paper 
twice; book consisting of sheets so folded; 
~ paper, so folded. [L (in) guarto (in) 
fourth (of sheet); abl. of guartus fourth] 

II quar'tus (-dr-). See primus1. 
quartz (-dr-), n. Kinds of mineral, mas¬ 
sive or crystallizing in hexagonal prisms, 
consisting in pure form of silica or silicon 
dioxide, & occas. containing gold. [f. G 
quarz, of unkn. orig. ] 

quash (kwosh), v.t. Annul, make void, 
reject as not valid, put an end to, (esp. by 
legal procedure or authority). [ME, f. OF 
quasser (now casser) f. L quassare ] 

Qua'shee (kwd-), n. Negro (as national 
nickname), [f. Ashantee or Fantee Kwasi 
common personal name ] 

quas'i, conj. & pref. 1, (Introducing 
etymological explanation, abbr. gu.) that 
is to say, as if it were, (Earls of Wilbraham, 
~ Wild boar ham). 2. (Hyphened esp. to 
noun or adj.) seeming(ly), not real(ly), 
practical(ly), half-, almost, (engaged in a 
~-war; the~-art of making enemies-, has a 
~-episcopal position). [L, = as if] 

quass'ia (or -ash'd, -dsh'a), n. S.-Amer., 
esp. Surinam, tree; (wood, bark, or root 
of this & other trees, yielding) bitter 
medicinal decoction, [f. name of Negro 
(cf. quashee) who discovered its virtues 
1730] 

quat'ercenten'ary, n. Four-hundredth 
anniversary. [L guater four times ] 

quaternary, a. & n. 1. Having four parts, 
esp. compounded of four chemical ele¬ 
ments or radicals; concerned with the 
number four; (geol.) belonging to most 
recent period, subsequent to Tertiary. 
2. n. Set of four things; the number four; 
the Pythagorean ~, 1+2+3+4 = 10, with 
mystic significance in Pythagoreanism. 
[ME, f. L quaternarius (quaterni distrib. of 
quatuor four, -ary1)] 

quatdrn'ion, n. Set of four; quire of four 
sheets folded in two; Pythagorean quater¬ 
nary, mystic number 4 or 10 (see pree.); 
(math.) quotient of two vectors or opera¬ 
tor that changes one vector into another 
(named as depending on four geometrical 
elements), (pi.) form of calculus of vectors 
in which this operator is used. [ME, f. LL 
quaternio (prec.)] 

quatern'ity, n. Being four; set of four 
persons (esp. of the Godhead in contrast 
to Trinity), [f. LL quaternitas] 

quatorzain (kat'erzan), n. Fourteen-line 
poem, irregular sonnet, [f. F quatorzaine 
(quatorze fourteen f. L qualuordecim)] 

quatrain (kwQt'rln), n. Stanza of four 
lines occas. with alternate rhymes. [F 
(quatre four f. L quatuor) ] 

quatre (kat'er), n. = cater1. 
quat'refoil (katre-, kater-), n. Four- 

-cusped figure, esp. as opening in archi¬ 

tectural tracery, resembling symmetrical 
four-lobed leaf or flower. [ME, f. AF 
*guatrefoil (quatre four, foil l) ] 

quattrocen'tist (-ahtroch-), n. & a. 
(Artist etc.) of the quattrocento. [-1ST] 

quattrocen'to (-ahtroch-), n. Fifteenth 
century as period in Italian art. [It., lit. 
400, but used=1400] 

quav'er1, v.i. & t. Vibrate, shake, tremble, 
(esp. of voice or musical sound); use trills 
in singing; sing (note, song) with trills, 
say (usu. out) in trembling tones. Hence 
~ingLY2 adv. [15th c., f. ME (obs.) 
guave + -er6; orig. imit., cf. quiver2] 

quav'er2, n. Trill in singing; tremulous¬ 
ness in speech, whence ~y1 a.; || (mus.) 
note equal in length to half crotchet, [f. 
prec. ] 

quay (ke), n. Solid stationary artificial 
landing-place usu. of stone or iron lying 
alongside or projecting into water for 
(un)loading ships. Hence ~age(1, 4) 
(ke'ij) n. [ME key(e), kay f. OF kay f. 
Gaulish *kagio, *kajo] 

quean, n. (arch.). Impudent or ill-behaved 
girl, jade, hussy. [OE cwene, OS, OHG 
quena, ON kvenna, Goth, qino woman f. 
Gmc *kwenon cogn. w. queen ] 

queas'ly (-z-), a. (Of food) unsettling the 
stomach, causing or tending to sickness, 
fulsome; (of person, his stomach, or his 
conscience) easily upset, weak of diges¬ 
tion, over scrupulous or tender or delicate, 
in fastidious condition. Hence ~iness n. 
[15th c. coisy, of obsc. orig.; cf. OF 
coisier hurt] 

quebra'cho (kabrah-), n. (Kinds of) 
American tree yielding very hard timber 
and medicinal bark; bark of this tree. 
[Sp., = axe-breaker] 

queen1, n. 1. King’s wife (also ~ consort 
for distinction from next sense; ~ doiva- 
ger, wife of late king; ~ mother, ~ 
dowager who is mother of sovereign, & see 
next sense; also prefixed as title, as Q~ 
Elizabeth). 2. Female sovereign of king¬ 
dom (~ mother, ~ having child or children; 
also prefixed as title, as Q~ Victoria; Q~ 
Anne is dead, retort to stale news; Q~ 
Anne’s bounty ; Q~-Anne, in the archi¬ 
tectural or decorative style of Q~ Anne’s 
time; of Scots, Mary Stuart). 3. Wor¬ 
shipped female, e.g. the Virgin Mary (Q~ 
of grace etc.); ancient goddess (Q~ of 
heaven, Juno, of love, Venus, of night, 
Diana, etc.); person’s sweetheart or wife 
or mistress; majestic woman; belle, 
mock sovereign, on some occasion (Q~ of 
the may 3 etc.). 4. Personified best example 
of anything that can be regarded as fern. 
(the ~ of watering-places, roses, nurses). 
5. Person, country, etc., regarded as 
ruling over some sphere (~ of hearts, any 
beautiful woman; ~ of the Adriatic, 
Venice; ~ of the seas, Gt Britain; ~ of the 
meadows, meadowsweet). 6. (Also ~ bee, 
wasp, ant) perfect female of bee etc. 
7. Piece in chess (~’s bishop, knight, 
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pawn, etc., those placed nearest ~ at 
start; ~’s gambit). 8. One of court-cards 
in each suit. 9. ~-cake, small soft currant 
cake often heart-shaped; ~-posts, two 
upright timbers between tie-beam & 
principal rafters of roof-truss; || Q~’s 
BENCH, BOUNTY; || Q~’s COLOUR1, COUNSEL1, 

ENGLISH1, EVIDENCE, HEAD1; ~’s pin- 
cushion, flower of guelder rose; || ~’s 
shilling ; stitch, fancy stitch in em¬ 
broidery ; ~’s-ware, cream-coloured 
Wedgwood; || ~’s weather, sunshine. 
Hence~'dom, ~'hood, ~'ship, nn.,~'less, 

~'like, aa. [OE cwen, OS quan, ON 
Icveen, kvdn, Goth, qens wife f. Gmc 
*kwseniz cogn. w. quean] 

queen2, v.t. & i. Make (woman) queen; 
~ it, play the queen; (chess) advance 
(pawn) to opponent’s end of board & 
have it converted to queen or other piece, 
(intr., of pawn) be converted thus. [f. prec.] 

II queen'ing, n. Kind of apple, [-ing3] 

queen'lly, a. Fit for, appropriate to, 
queen; majestic, queenlike. Hence 
~iness n. [-LY1] 

Queens'berry (-z-), n. ~ Rules, standard 
rules of boxing drawn up by 8th Marquis 
of ~ in 1867. 

queer, a.,n.,&v.t. 1. Strange, odd, eccen¬ 
tric; of questionable character, shady, 
suspect; homosexual (also as n.); out of 
sorts, giddy, faint, (esp. feel ~); II (si.) 
drunk; in Q~ street (si.), in a difficulty, in 
debt or trouble or disrepute; hence ~'ish 1 

a., ~'ly3 adv., ~'ness n. 2. v.t. (si.). 

Spoil, put out of order, (|| esp. ~ the pitch 
for one, spoil his chance beforehand; 
make feel ~. [(1) orig. unkn.; (2) thieves’ 
cant, orig. unkn. ] 

quell, v.t. (poet. & rhet.). Suppress, 
forcibly put an end to, crush, overcome, 
reduce to submission, (fear, opposition, 
rebellion, rebels, etc.). Hence (-)~'er! n. 
[OE cwcllan kill, OS quellian, OHG 
quellen, O N kvelja f. Gmc *kwaljan ] 

quench, v.t. Extinguish (fire, light, eye¬ 
sight; chiefly poet, or rhet.); ~ smoking 
flax, cut short promising development 
(see Is. xlii. 3); cool, esp. with water 
(heat, heated thing; poet, or rhet.); stifle, 
suppress, (desire, speed, motion; poet, 
or rhet.); slake (thirst); (si.) reduce to 
silence, shut up, (opponent); cool (hot 
metal) in water. Hence ~'able, ~'less, 

aa. [ME, f. OE -cwencan causative f. 
-cwincan (= Fris. kwinka) be extin¬ 
guished ] 

quen'cher, n. In vbl senses; esp. (si.) 
something to drink (usu. a modest ~). 
[-ER1 ] 

quenelle' (ke-), n. Seasoned ball of fish or 
meat reduced to paste. [F, orig. unkn.] 

quer'ist, n. Person who asks question, [f. 
L quaerere ask, -1ST] 

qu€rn, n. Hand-mill for grinding corn; 
small hand-mill for pepper etc.; ~-stone, 
millstone. [OE eweorn, OS quern, OHG 
quirn, ON kvern, Goth. -qairnus] 

que'rulous (-rob-), a. Complaining, peev¬ 
ish. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. LL 
querulosus (L querulus, f. queri complain, 
-OSE1)] 

quer'y, n., & v.t. & i. 1. (Used abs. to 
introduce question; abbr. qu.) pray, one 
would like to know, (Q~, or qu., ivas the 
money ever paid?). 2. A question, esp. of 
the nature of objection (was prepared to 
suppress all queries); mark of interroga¬ 
tion or the word ~ or qu. written against 
statement, or the word ~ interjected in 
speech, to question accuracy. 3. vb. Ask, 
inquire, (whether, if, etc.); put a question; 
call (thing) in question in speech or 
writing, question accuracy of. [17th c., 
anglicized form of quaere] 

quest1, n. I. || Official inquiry or jury etc. 
making it (now only in vulg. crowner’s 
~, coroner’s inquest). 2. Seeking or thing 
sought by inquiry or search, esp. object 
of medieval knight’s pursuit (in ~ of, 
seeking). [ME, f. OF quesle f. Rom. 
*queesita p.p. of L quaerere seek] 

quest2, v.i. & t. (Of dogs etc.) search for 
game (often about); go (about) in search 
of something; (poet.) search for, seek out. 
[ME, f. OF quester (prec.)] 

ques'tion1 (-chon), n. 1. Sentence 
adapted by order of words, use of interro¬ 
gative pronoun or stop, or other means, 
to elicit answer, interrogative sentence, 
(put a ~ to one, ask him something; ~ <£• 
answer, alternation of ~s & answers, 
catechetic procedure; leading2, rhetori¬ 

cal, ~; indirect, oblique, ~, made into 
dependent clause; ~-mark or -stop, mark 
of interrogation). 2. (Raising of) doubt 
about or objection to thing’s truth, 
credibility, advisability, etc. (allowed it 
without ~; beyond all or beyond, out of, 
past, without, ~, certainly, undoubtedly; 
call in ~, raise objections to; make no ~ 
o/fact etc., but that it is so etc., admit it; 
there is no ~ but that . . .), whence ~less 

(-cho-) adv. & a. 3. Problem requiring 
solution, matter or concern depending on 
conditions of, (a difficult ~; beg the ~; 
success is merely a~ of time, will certainly 
come, but may come sooner or later; it is 
only a ~ of putting enough coffee in). 4. 
Subject being discussed or for discussion, 
thing to be voted on, (the person in~, that 
we are referring to; come into ~, be dis¬ 
cussed, become of practical importance; 
that is not the ~, is irrelevant; the ~ is, 
introducing or recalling exact matter of 
debate; Q~ ! in public assemblies, used to 
recall speaker from digression; the pre¬ 

vious ~; out of the ~, too impracticable 
to be worth discussing; put the ~, require 
supporters & opponents of proposal to 
record their votes, divide meeting etc.; 
open ~). 5. (arch.). Torture to elicit con¬ 
fession (was put to the ~). [ME, f. OF 
f. L quaestionem (quaerere seek, -tion)] 

ques'tion2 (-chon), v.t. Ask questions 
of, interrogate, subject to examination. 
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(person); seek information from study of 
(phenomena, facts); call in question, 
throw doubt upon, raise objections to, (— 
the honesty, accuracy, fitness, etc., of-, it 
cannot be ~ed but that or but, it is certain 
that), whence —able a. (esp., doubtfully 
true, not clearly consistent with honesty 
or honour or wisdom), —abLY2 adv., 
(-cho-). Hence—ingLY2 (-cho-) adv. [ME, 
f. OF questionner (prec.)j 

questionnaire' (k6-, kwS-), ques'tionary 
(rare; -cho-), n. Formulated series of 
questions, an interrogatory. [(-aire F) f. 
med. L questionarium, see question, 

-ary1] 
quet'zal, n. BeautifulCentral-Amer. bird. 

[Sp., f. Aztec quetzalli the bird’s tail- 
-feather] 

queue (ku), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Hanging 
plaited tail of hair or wig, pigtail; line 
of persons, vehicles, etc., awaiting their 
turn to be attended to or proceed. 
2. vb. Dress (hair) in —; (of persons etc.) 
form up in, join em, to, a~. [F, f. L cauda 
tail) ] 

quib'ble, n., & v.i. 1. Play on words, 
pun; equivocation, evasion, unsub¬ 
stantial or purely verbal argument etc. 
esp. one depending on ambiguity of word. 
2. v.i. Use —s; hence quibb'lER1 n., 
quibb'liNO2 a. [perh. dim. of obs. quib f. 
L quibus abl. pi. of qui who (familiar f. 
use in legal documents)] 

quick, a., n., & adv. 1. Living, alive, 
(arch.; esp. the — & the dead, go dov;n — 
into hell; — with child, orig. with — child, 
at stage of pregnancy when motion has 
been felt). 2. Vigorous, lively, ready, 
sensitive, prompt to act, perceive, be 
affected, learn, think, or invent, (a — 
child, intelligent; ~ temper, easily irri¬ 
tated, whence —temperED2 a.; ~ sight, 
acute or alert, whence —sightED2 a.; has 
a — eye, ear, etc., whence —eyED*, — 
-earED2, aa.; is — to take offence; has — 
wits, is ready at grasping situation, 
making repartees, etc., whence —wittED2 

a.; N.B. these compounds have ~ 
stressed w'hen attrib., unstressed when 
pred.). 3. Moving rapidly, rapid, swift, 
done in short time or with little interval, 
(~ succession; at a — trot; a — way of 
doing it; his — growth; a — one, a — drink; 
be —, make haste; did a — mile; was 
followed by — vengeance), whence —'ly2 
adv. 4. change, (of actor etc.) ~ly 
changing costume or appearance to play 
another part; —'lime1; — march (mil.), 
march in — time (see below; esp. as word 
of command for starting at usual pace); 
—'sand, (bed of) loose wet sand readily 
swallowing up ships, animals, etc.; —'sef, 
(adj., of hedge) formed of living plants 
esp. hawthorn, (n.) live slips of plants esp. 
hawthorn set in ground to grow, hedge 
formed of these; silver, (n.) mercury, 
(fig.) mobility of temperament or mood, 
(v.t.) coat (mirror-glass) with amalgam of 

tin; ~ step, step used in ~ time (mil.), rate 
of marching reckoned at 128 paces of 33 in. 
to the minute or four miles an hour, the 
usual British-army rate; —'step (danc¬ 
ing), a fast foxtrot. 5. n. Tender or 
sensitive flesh below skin or esp. nails, 
tender part of wrnund or sore where 
healthy tissue begins, seat of feeling or 
emotion, (bites his nails to the —; probed 
it to the —; the insult stung him to the —; 
is a Tory to the —, through & through); 
= —se< a. & n. 6. adv. (—er, —esf, always 
after vb). At rapid rate, in comparatively 
short time, (ran as — as I could; who will 
be there ~est ?); (ellipt. for imperat. of go, 
come, be, —) make haste; '—-(prefixed to 
partt. esp. in -ing) —ly, soon, (—fading, 
-forgotten, etc.; —firing gun, or —fir'ER1 
n., gun with special mechanism for firing 
shots in — succession); ~-freeze, freeze 
(food) rapidly so as to preserve its 
natural qualities (also as n. & attrib.). 
[OE ewieu, OS quik, OHG quec, ON 
kvikr, f. Gmc *kwikwaz f. *kwiw-, cogn. 
w. Goth, qius, L vivus] 

quick'en, v.t. & i. Give or restore natural 
or spiritual life or vigour to, animate, 
stimulate, rouse, inspire, kindle, whence 
—ing2 a.; receive, come to, life; (of 
woman or embryo) reach quick stage 
in pregnancy; accelerate, make or (of 
pace, motion, etc.) become quicker. [-EN8 ] 

quick'ie, n. (colloq.). Cheap film made to 
satisfy the Films Quota Act. [quick, -y3] 

quick'ness, n. Readiness or acuteness of 
perception or apprehension; speed, rapid¬ 
ity, suddenness, (rare; esp. of single ges¬ 
ture or motion); hastiness of temper. 
[-NESS] 

quietin'que vfilt, n. The~, the Athanasian 
creed, [initial L wds, = whosoever will] 

liquid1, n. (si.; pi. —). A sovereign, £1, 
(at two — a iveek). [17th c., of unkn. orig. ] 

quid2, n. Lump of tobacco held in mouth 
& chewed, [var. of cud ] 

quidd'Ity, n. Essence of a thing, what 
makes a thing what it is; quibble, cap¬ 
tious subtlety, [f. med. L quidditas (L 
quid what, -ity)] 

quid'nunc, n. Newsmonger, person given 
to gossip, [f. L quid what, nunc now] 

quid pro quo, n. Blunder made by using 
or putting one thing for another (now 
rare); compensation, return made, consid¬ 
eration, (must get, must find him, a —). [f. 
L quid something pro for quo something] 

quies'clent, a. Motionless, inert, silent, 
dormant. Hence or cogn. —ence, —ency, 

nn., — entLY2 adv. [f. L quiescere (quies 
QUIET1, -escent)] 

qui'et1, n. Undisturbed political con¬ 
dition, public tranquillity; silence, still¬ 
ness ; being free from disturbance or agi¬ 
tation or urgent tasks, rest, repose, peace 
of mind; unruffled deportment, calm. 
[ME, f. AF quiete f. OF quiet (as foil.)] 

qui'et2, a. (—er, ~est). With no or slight 
or gentle sound or motion; of gentle or 
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inactive disposition; (of colour, dress, 
etc.) unobtrusive, not showy; not overt, 
private, disguised, (~ resentment-, had a 
~ dig at him; esp. on the ~, or si. abbr. cm 
the q.t., secretly); undisturbed, not inter¬ 
fered with or interrupted, free or far from 
strife or uproar; informal (a ~ dinner- 
-party); enjoyed in quiet, tranquil, not 
anxious or remorseful. Hence ~ly2 

adv., ~ness, qui'eTUDE, nn. [ME, f. OF 
quiet(e) or L quietus p.p. f. quiescere 
(QUIESCENT)] 

qui'et3, v.t. & i. Reduce to quietness, 
soothe, calm; become quiet (rare; usu. 
~ down), [f. LL quietare (partly f. prec.)] 

qui'eten, v.t. & i. = prec. [-en6] 

qui'et|ism, n. Passive attitude towards 
life with devotional contemplation & 
abandonment of the will as form of 
religious mysticism, non-resistance prin¬ 
ciples. So ~ist(2) n. & a., ~is'tic a. [f. 
It. quietismo (quiet2, -ism)] 

quiet'us, n. Acquittance, receipt, given 
on payment of account etc. (now rare); 
release from life, death, extinction, final 
riddance, (got, gave him, his ~). [f. med. 
L quietus (est he is) quit (quiet2) used as 
receipt form] 

II quiff, n. Curl plastered down on the 
forehead, tuft of hair over forehead, [orig. 
unkn.] 

quill1, n. Hollow stem of feather, (also 
~ -feather) whole large feather of wing or 
tail; pen (also ~ pen), plectrum, flshing- 
-float, or toothpick, made of this; one of 
porcupine’s spines; bobbin of hollow 
reed, any bobbin; musical pipe made of 
hollow stem ; curled-up piece of cinnamon 
or cinchona bark; ~-coverts, feathers 
covering base of ~ -feathers; <■—driver, 
clerk or journalist or author, [prob. f. 
(M)LG1 quiele; cf. MHG kit, G kicl ] 

quill2, v.t. & i. Form into quill-like folds, 
goffer, whence ~'ing 1(2) n.; wand thread 
or yarn on bobbin, [f. prec.] 

II quill'et, n. (arch.). Quibble, nice distinc¬ 
tion. [peril. abbr. of obs. quillity alt. of 
QUIDDITY] 

quilt, n., & v.t. 1. Bed-coverlet made of 
padding enclosed between two layers of 
linen etc. & kept in place by cross lines 
of stitching; any coverlet or counterpane 
(VATCUwork ~). 2. v.t. Cover with padded 
material; make or join together after the 
manner of a ~; sew up (coin, letters, etc.) 
between two layers of garment etc.; 
|| compile (literary work) out of extracts 
or borrowed ideas; (si.) thrash. Hence 
~'ing1(1, 3) n. [ME, f. OF cuilte f. L 
culcita cushion ] 

quin'ary, a. Of the number five; consist¬ 
ing of five things, [f. L quinarius (quini 
distrib. of qvinque five, -ary1)] 

quin'ate, a. (bot.). (Of leaf) composed of 
five leaflets, [f. L quini (prec.), -ate2] 

quince, n. Hard acid yellowish pear- 
-shaped fruit used as preserve or as 
flavouring, tree bearing it. [ME; orig. pi. 

K 

of obs. coyn, f. OF cooin f. L coloneum 
var. of cydonium neut. of Cydonius of 
Cydonia in Crete] 

quincenten'ary, irreg. for quing-. 
quinc'unx, n. (Arrangement of) five ob¬ 
jects set so that four are at corners of 
square or rectangle & the other at its 
centre (e.g. the five on dice or cards; 
plantation is laid out in ~es, in the 
diagonal cross lines given by combining 
~es). So quincun'cial (-shl) a., quin- 
cun'cialLY2 (-sha-), adv. [L, = 5/12 
(quinque five, uncia ounce), also~ pattern ] 

quingenten'ary (-j-; or -jCn'te-), a. & n. 
Of, in, 500th year; (n.) 500th anniversary, 
[f. L quingenti 500 after centenary] 

quin'ia, n. (mod.). = quinine, [f. Sp. 
quina f. Peruv. kina bark] 

quinine' (-en, -in), n. Alkaloid found esp. 
in cinchona bark & used as febrifuge and 
tonic; (pop.) sulphate of ~, the usu. form 
in which ~ is taken. So quin'lZE(4) v.t., 
quin'lSM(5) n. [as prec., -ine5] 

quinquagenar'ian, a. & n. (Person) fifty 
years old. [f. L quinquagenarius (quin- 
quageni distrib. of quinquaginta fifty, 
-ary1), -an] 

quinquagen'ary (or -kwaj'e-), a. & n. 
*= prec. a. & n.; fiftieth anniversary, 
[prec.] 

Quinquages'ima, n. (Also ~ Sunday) 
Sunday before Lent. [f. LL fcm. of L 
quinquagesimus fiftieth] 

quinqu|(e)-, comb, form of L quinque five, 
in some wds taken f. 1,, & in many mod., 
esp. bot. & zool., formations. So ~- 
ang'ular (-ngg-) five-angled; ~ec5s'tate 
five-ribbed; ~enn'iad, ~enn'ium (pi. 
-a), five-year period; ~enn'ial five-year- 
dong, five-yearly, whence ~enn'iali,Y2 
adv.; ~elat'eral a. & n., five-sided 
(figure or object); ~elob'ate five-lobed; 
~epart'Ite divided into, consisting of, 
five parts; quin'quereme ancient galley 
with five banks of oars; ~eval'vular 
five-valved; quin'quifid cleft in five; 
~iv'alent capable of combining with 
five univalent atoms, 

quinqui'na (kinke4, kwinkwi-), n. (Kinds 
of tree producing) Peruvian bark yielding 
quinine & other febrifuge alkaloids, [f. 
Peruv. kinkina redupl. form as quinia] 

quins (-z), n. pi. (cofloq.). Five children 
at a birth, [short for quintuplets] 

quin'sly (-z-), n. Inflammation of throat, 
suppuration of tonsils. Hence ~iED2 (-id) 
a. [ME, f. med. L quinancia f. Gk 
kunagkhe (kun- dog, agkho throttle)] 

quint (in sense 2 usu. klnt), n. 1. Musical 
interval of fifth; organ-stop of tone one- 
-fifth above normal. 2. (piquet). Sequence 
of five of same suit (~ major, of ace to 
ten; ~ minor, of knave to seven), [f. F 
quinta f. L fern, of quintus fifth] 

quin'tain (-tin), n. (hist.). (Medieval mili¬ 
tary exercise of tilting at) post set up as 
mark & often provided with sandbag to 
swing round & strike unskilful tilter. 

k 5813 
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[ME, f. OF quintaine peril, ult. f. L quin- 
tana (quintus fifth) camp market] 

quin'tal, kin-, n. 100 lb.; 112 lb. or hun¬ 
dredweight; 100 kilograms. [ME, f. OF, 
f. Arab, qintar] 

quin'tan, a. & n. (Ague or fever) with 
paroxysm every fourth (by inch reckon¬ 
ing fifth) day. [f. L (febris) quintana 
(quintus fifth, -an) fifth-day (fever)] 

quinte (kahnt), n. Fifth fencing thrust or 
parry, [as quxnt] 

quintessence, n. 1. (Ancient philos.) 
fifth substance, apart from four elements, 
composing the heavenly bodies entirely 
& latent in all tilings. 2. Most essential 
part of any substance, refined extract; 
purest & most perfect form, manifesta¬ 
tion, or embodiment, of some quality or 
class. Hence quintessen'tiAL (-shl) a. 
[ME. f. OF or med. L quinta essentia] 

quintet(te)', n. (Performers of) piece for 
five voices or instruments (piano, clarinet, 
etc. ~, four stringed instruments plus 
instrument named); set of five. [If (-te), 
f. It. quintetto (quinto fifth f. L quintus)] 

quintill'ion (-lyon), n. || Fifth power of 
million (1 with 30 ciphers); (U.S. & 
France) cube of million (1 with 18 ciphers). 
[L quintus fifth, billion] 

quin'tuplle, a., n., & v.t. & i., ~iy, adv., 
~let, n., quintup'licate (-at), a. & n., 
(-at), v.t., quintuplica'tion, n. Fivefold 
etc. (for detailed senses see quadruple & 
wds in quadrupl-, substituting five for 
four), [-uple F, f. L quintus fifth, after 
QUADRUPLE] 

II quin'tus. See primus1. 

quip, n., & v.i. (-pp-). Sarcastic remark, 
clever hit, smart saying, verbal conceit; 
equivocation, quibble; (v.i.) make ~s. 
[var. of obs. quippy perh. f. L quippe 
forsooth ] 

quipu (ke'pdb, kwe-), n. Ancient-Peru- 
vian substitute for writing by variously 
knotting threads of various colours. 
[Peruv., = knot] 

quire1, n. Four sheets of paper etc. 
folded to form eight leaves as in mediaeval 
MSS.; any collection of leaves one within 
another in MS. or book (in ~s, unbound, 
in sheets); 24 sheets of writing-paper. 
[ME, f. OF quaer (now cahier) f. Rom. 
*quaternum f. L quaterni set of four, see 
quaternion] 

quire2, n., & v.t. & i. See choir. 

Qui'rinal, n. (Used for) the Italian 
Government(esp. as opp. Vatican), [name 
of palace] 

quirk, n. Quibble, quip; trick of action or 
behaviour; twist or flourish in drawing or 
writing; (archit.) acute hollow between 
convex part of moulding & soffit or fillet. 
[16th c., of unkn. orig.] 

‘qm'i't, n., & v.t. Short-handled riding - 
-whip with braided leather lash; (v.t.) 
lash with this. [perh. f. Sp. cuerda cord] 

quis'ling (-z-), n. Person co-operating 
with an enemy who has occupied his 

country, (pop.) traitor. Hence ~ite 1 a. 
& n. [f. Q~, renegade Norwegian Army 
officer] 

quit1, pred. a. Free, clear, absolved, 
(arch.; the others can go ~; was ~ for a 
ducking, got off with that); rid of (glad to 
be ~ of the trouble); claim, (n.) renuncia¬ 
tion of right, (v.t.) renounce claim to, 
give up (thing) to-, ~'rent, (usu. small) 
rent paid by freeholder or copyholder in 
lieu of service. [ME, f. OF quit(t)e f. L 
quietus QUIET2] 

quit2, v.t. (~ted, rarely ~ exc. U.S.). 1. 
Rid oneself of (arch.). 2. (refl.). (Usu. w. 
archaic refi. pron. without self) behave, 
acquit, conduct, oneself well etc. (esp. ~ 
you like men-, arch.). 3. Give up, let go, 
abandon, (~ hold of, loose; ~ office etc.); 
*cease, stop, as ~ grumbling. 4. Depart 
from, leave, (place, person, etc.; ~ted 
Paris at midnight-, ~ted him in anger)-, 
(abs., of tenant) leave occupied premises 
(esp. give, have, etc., notice to ~). 5. 
(poet.). Requite, repay, clear off, (~ love 
with hate; death ~s all scores). Hence 
*~t'ERl n., one who deserts his job or his 
post, shirker, poltroon. [ME, f. OF 
quit(t)er quiet3] 

qui titm, n. (legal). (Action brought by) 
informer. [L, = who as well (for the King 
as for himself sues)] 

quitch, n. (Also —grass) couch3-grass. 
[OE cwice — MLG kweke, Du. kweek, 
cogn. w. QUICK] 

quite, adv. Completely, wholly, entirely, 
altogether, to the utmost extent, nothing 
short of, in the fullest sense, positively, 
absolutely, (~ covers it; was ~ by myself; 
~ other, very different; ~ another, a very 
different; is ~ a hero, disappointment, 
good thing; I ~ like him; is~ too delightful, 
colloq., i.e. to be done justice to in words; 
is ~ the thing, fashionable; not ~ proper, 
rather improper); rather, to some extent, 
(it took ~ a long time; ~ a few, a fair 
number); || (ellipt., colloq.) he, she, isn’t 
~, he, she, isn’t ~ a gentleman, lady; ~ 
so (Sc iinprop. ~), I grant the truth of that. 
[ME, f. obs. quite a. = QUIT1] 

quits, pred. a. On even terms by retalia¬ 
tion or repayment (will be ~ with him 
yet, will have revenge; now we are ~; cry 
~, acknowledge that things are now even, 
agree not to proceed further in quarrel 
etc.; double2 or ~). [perh. abbr. of med. 
L quittus=quietus quit1; or “Quit1 -f -es] 

quittance, n. (arch., poet.). Release 
from something; acknowledgement of 
payment, receipt, (omittance is no ~, debt 
is not annulled by not being pressed); re¬ 
quital. [ME, f. OF quitance (quiter quit2)] 

quiv'er1, n. Case for holdiug arrows (have 
an arrow, shaft, left in one’s ~, not be re¬ 
sourceless ; ~ full of children, large family, 
see Ps. cxxvii. 5). Hence~ful(2) n. [ME, 
f. OF quivre f. WG *kokar (OE cocer, OS 
cocare, OHG kochar)] 

quiv'er2, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Tremble or 
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vibrate with slight rapid motion (of 
person, leaf, wing, voice, light, etc.; with 
emotion, in the wind etc.); (of birds, esp. 
skylark) make (wings) ~; hence ~ingLY2 
adv. 2. n. ~ing motion or sound, [prob. 
imit.; cf. quaver] 

qui vive (kevev'). On the ~, on the alert, 
watching for something to happen. [F, 
= lit. (long) live who?, i.e. on whose side 
are you?, as sentry’s challenge] 

Quix'ote, n. Enthusiastic visionary, 
pursuer of lofty but impracticable ideals, 
person utterly regardless of his material 
interests in comparison with honour or 
devotion. Hence quixot'ic a. (quixotics 
n. pi., quixotic sentiments), quixot'l- 
cally adv., quix'otiSM(2), quix'otRY(4), 
nn., quix'otiZE(2, 3) v.t. & i. [hero of 
Cervantes’s Don ~ ] 

quiz, n., & v.t. (-zz-). 1. || Odd or eccentric 
person, person of ridiculous appearance, 
(now rare); person given to ~zing; 
(orig. U.S.) interrogation, questionnaire, 
examination; test of general knowledge 
in radio or television programme; hoax, 
ridicule, thing done to expose or burlesque 
another’s oddities, (now rare); hence 
~z'ical a., ~z'icalLY2 adv. 2. v.t. Make 
sport of (person or his ways), whence 
~z'able a.; regard with mocking air; 
look curiously at, observe the ways or 
oddities of, survey through an eye-glass 
or (now rare) ~zing-glass; ‘examine by 
questioning; hence ~z'ingLY2 adv. [ap¬ 
pears as a vogue-word (n. 1782, vb 1796, 
of unkn. orig.] 

quo'dd, prep. As regards; ~ kdc, in this 
respect, so far as this goes. [L (quo 
whither, ad to)] 

qudd', n., & v.t. (si.; -dd-). Prison (in, out 
of, ~); (v.t.) imprison, [c. 1700, orig. 
unkn.] 

quod,2, neut. of L qui which (~ 6'rat 
d&mdnstran’dum abbr. Q.E.D., ~ 6'rat 
faciin'dum (-shi-) abbr. Q.E.F, — it'rat 
invinl&n’dum abbr. Q.E.I., which was the 
thing to be proved, made or done, found; 
formulae in geometrical demonstrations, 
&, esp. Q.E.D., in gen. use; ~ vid'e, abbr. 
q.v., which see, in cross & other references), 

quoin (koin), n., & v.t. 1. External angle 
of building; stone or brick forming angle, 
corner-stone, whence ~'ixo1(3) n.; in¬ 
ternal corner of room; wedge for locking 
type in forme, raising level of gun, keeping 
barrel from rolling, etc. 2. v.t. Secure or 
raise with ~s. [var. of coin ] 

quoit (koit, kwoit), n., & v.t. & i. Heavy 
flattish sharp-edged iron ring thrown to 
encircle iron peg or to stick in ground 
near it in game of ~s; (vb; rare) fling like 
~, play ~s. [ME, of unkn. (prob. F) 
orig. ] 

quon'dam, a. That once had but no 
longer has the specified character, some¬ 
time, former, (a ~ friend of mine). [L, 
= formerly] 

quor'um, n. Fixed number of members 

that must be present to make proceedings 
of assembly or society or board valid. [L, 
= of whom (we will that you etc. be)] 

quot'a, n. Share that individual person or 
company is bound to contribute to or en¬ 
titled to receive from a total; quantity of 
goods which under government controls 
must be manufactured, exported, im¬ 
ported, etc.; number of yearly immigrants 
allowed to enter the United States from 
any one country; ~ quickie, [f. med. L 
quota (pars) how great (a part); fern, of 
quotus (quot how many)] 

quota'tion, n. (Print.) quadrat used for 
filling up blanks; quoting, passage 
quoted; amount stated as current price 
of stocks or commodities; ~-marks, in¬ 
verted commas & apostrophes, single (‘ ’) 
or double (“ ”), used to mark beginning 
& end of quoted passage, [f. med. L 
quotatio (quote, -ation)] 

quot'ative, a. Of quoting; given to quo¬ 
tation. [foil., -ATIVE] 

quote, v.t., & n. 1. Cite or appeal to 
(author, book) in confirmation of some 
view, repeat or copy out passage(s) from; 
repeat or copy out (borrowod passage) 
usu. with indication that it is borrowed, 
(abs.) make quotations, (from author, 
book, speech, etc.); enclose within quota¬ 
tion-marks ; adduce or cite as; state price 
of (usu. at figure); hence quot'ABLE, 
worthy, aa. 2. n. (colloq.). Passage 
quoted; (usu. pi.) quotation-mark(s). 
[earlier (ME) sense mark with numbers, f. 
med. L quotare (quota)] 

quSth, v.t. 1st & 3rd pers. past indie, 
(arch.). Said I, he, she, & rarely we or 
they (placed amidst, after, or before the 
words quoted; quoth’a, arch, for ~ he, 
used in quoting contemptuously = for¬ 
sooth). [past of obs. quethe, OE ewethan] 

quotid'ian, a. & n. 1. Daily, of every 
day, (~ fever, ague, recurring every day); 
commonplace, trivial. 2. n. ~ ague or 
fever. [ME, f. OF eotidien, -ian, or L cot-, 
quotidianus (quotidie daily, -an)] 

quo'tient (-shnt), n. Result given by di¬ 
viding one quantity by another; intelli¬ 

gence ~. [erron. f. L quotiens how many 
times, by confusion w. -ent] 

quo warrdn'to (w6-), n. (hist.). Writ 
formerly issued by the King’s Bench Divi¬ 
sion calling on a person to show by what 
warrant he held or exercised an office or 
franchise, [med. L, = by what warrant] 

R 
R (<£!•), letter (pi. Rs, R’s). The r months, 
those with r in their names (Sep.-Ap.) as 
season for oysters; the three Rs, reading, 
(w)riting, & (a)rithmetic, as basis of ele¬ 
mentary education. 

rabb'et, n., & v.t. 1. Step-shaped reduc¬ 
tion cut along edge or face or projecting 
angle of wood etc. usu. to receive edge or 
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tongue of another piece. 2. Elastic beam 
arranged to give rebound to hammer 
striking it in ascent. 3. v.t. Join or fix 
with ~, make ~ in. [ME, f. OF rabat 
abatement, recess, (rabattre rebate1)] 

rabb'i, n. Jewish doctor of the law (as 
form of address by itself or prefixed to 
name, or as ordinary noun), esp. one 
authorized by ordination to deal with 
law & ritual & perform certain functions; 
Chief R~, II ecclesiastical head of British 
Jewish communities. [ME; LL f. Gk f. 
Eieb. = my master (rabh master + pro- 
nom. suf.)] 

rabb'In, n. Rabbi (usu. the ~s, chief Jew¬ 
ish authorities on law & doctrine, most of 
them between 2nd & 13th cc.). Hence 
"-ate1, ~ism(3), ~ist(2, 3), nn., rabbin^ 
ical a., rabbin'icalLY2 adv. [f. F rabbin 
or med. L rabbinus (prec.; -n obsc.)] 

rabb'It1, n., & v.i. 1. Burrowing rodent 
of hare family, brownish grey in natural 
state, also black or white or pied in do¬ 
mestication; II (colloq.) a poor performer 
at any game (esp. cricket, golf, or lawn 
tennis); ~-hutch, -warren', welsh1 ~; 
hence ~y2 a. 2. v.i. Hunt~s. [ME, app. 
f. northern F; cf. dial, rabolte, Walloon 
robett, Flem. robbe] 

rabb'it2, v.t. (vulg.). Odd~ it etc., form of 
imprecation, [perk. alt. of -rat in od rat, 
DRAT] 

rab'ble1, n. Disorderly crowd, mob; con¬ 
temptible or inferior set of people; the 
lower part of the populace, [orig. unkn.; 
ME sense pack or string of animals etc. ] 

rab'ble2, n. Iron bar with bent end for 
stirring molten metal, [f. F rdble f. L 
rutabulum (mere rut- rake up) fire-shovel] 

rab'blement (-1m-), n. (now rare). 
(Tumult as of) a rabble, [-ment] 

Rabelais'ian, -aes'ian, (-zyan), a. & n. 
1. Of, like, Rabelais or his writings, 
marked by exuberant imagination & 
language & coarse humour & satire, 
2. n. Admirer or student of Rabelais. 
[Rabelais, French humorist (d. 1553), 
-IAN] 

rab'id, a. Furious, violent, (~ hate)', un¬ 
reasoning, insensate, headstrong, (~ de¬ 
mocrat) ; (esp. of dog) affected with rabies, 
mad; of rabies. Hence rabld'iTY, ~ness, 
nn., ~ly 2 adv. [f. L rabidus (rabere rave) ] 

rab'ies (-bez, -biez), n. Canine madness, 
hydrophobia. [L (prec.)] 

race1, n. 1. Onward sweep or movement, 
esp. strong current in sea or river (tide 
set with a strong ~; the R~ of Alderney 
etc.). 2. Course of sun or moon, course of 
life, (ere he had run half his~). 3. Channel 
of stream (esp. in comb., as mill—); 
channel along -which shuttle moves. 4. 
Contest of speed between runners, ships, 
horses, etc., or persons doing anything; 
(pi.) series of these for horses at fixed 
time on regular course (SELLintr ~); ~ 
ball, dance held in connexion with ~s; 
~-card, programme of ~s; course, 

ground for horse-racing; ~’horse, bred or 
kept for racing; ~-meeting, horse-racing 
fixture. [ME, f. ON ras running, race, 
etc., = OE rats] 

race2, v.i. & t. Compete in speed with; in¬ 
dulge in horse-racing (a racing man; the 
racing world, the turf); go at full speed, 
(of propeller, paddle-wheel, etc.) work 
violently from diminished resistance when 
out of the water; have race with, try to 
surpass in speed; cause (horse etc.) to ~ 
(~d his bicycle against a motor-car); make 
(person, thing) move at full speed (~d 
me along at five miles an hour; the Bill 
through the House), [f. prec.] 

race3, n. 1. Group of persons or animals 
or plants connected by common descent, 
posterity of (person); house, family, tribe 
or nation regarded as of common stock; 
distinct ethnical stock (the Caucasian, 
Mongolian, etc., ~); genus or species or 
breed or variety of animals or plants, any 
great division of living creatures (the 
human, feathered, four-footed, finny, etc., 
~). 2. Descent, kindred, (of noble. 
Oriental, etc., ~; separate in language & 
~). 3. Class of persons etc. with some 
common feature (the ~ of poets, dandies, 
etc.). [F, f. It. razza of unkn. orig. ] 

race4, n. Root (of ginger), [f. OFraxsf. L 
radicem nom. -ix root] 

raceme', n. (bot.). Flower-cluster with 
the separate flowers attached by short 
equal stalks at equal distances along cen¬ 
tral stem. Hence ra'cemosE1 a. (bot., 
also anat. of compound glands), [f. L 
racemus grape-bunch ] 

ra'cer, n. In vbl senses; esp : racehorse, 
yacht, bicycle, etc., used for racing; 
circular horizontal rail along which the 
traversing-platform of a heavy gun 
moves. [-ER1] 

ra'chis, rha-, (-k-), n. (pi. -ides pr. -ez). 
Stem of grasses etc. bearing flower-stalks 
at short intervals; axis of pinnately 
compound leaf or frond; vertebral column 
or cord from which it develops, whence 
ra'chi(o)- (-k-) comb, form; feather- 
-shaft, esp. the part that bears the barbs, 
[f. Gk rhakhis spine; the E pi. -ides is 
erron. ] 

rachit'is (-k-), n. (Learned form for) 
rickets, [f. Gk rhakhitis (prec., -itis)] 

ra'cial (-shl), a. Of, in regard to, due to, 
race. Hence ~ism (-shra-) n., tendency to 
~ feeling, antagonism between different 
races of men, ~ly2 adv. [race 3, -ial] 

rack1, n., & v.i. 1. Driving clouds. 2. v.i. 
(Of clouds) drive before wind. [ME, prob. 
of Scand. orig.; cf. Norw. & Sw. dial, rak 
wreckage etc., f. reka drive] 

rack2, n., & v.t. & i. 1. B’ixed or movable 
frame of wooden or metal bars for hold¬ 
ing fodder; framework with rails, bars, 
pegs, or shelves, for keeping articles on or 
in (plate, hat, tool, pipe, etc., —); cogged 
or indented bar or rail gearing with wheel 
or pinion or worm, or serving with pegs 
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etc. to adjust position of something; ~- 
-railway, with cogged rail between bearing 
rails; —wheel, cog-wheel. 2. vb. Fill up 
stable-~ with hay or straw (also trans., 
~ up horse, provide it thus); fasten (horse) 
up to ~; place in or on ~. [ME, f. Du. 
rak, also MDu. rec, MLG rek(ke) rail etc., 
f. recken (foil.)] 

rack3, v.t., & n. 1. Stretch joints of 
(person) by pulling esp. with instruments 
of torture made for the purpose; (of 
disease or bodily or mental agony) inflict 
torture on (a ~ing headache-, ~ed u-ilh 
pain)-, shake violently, injure by strain¬ 
ing, task severely, (cough that seemed to ~ 
his whole body, ~ one’s brains for some¬ 
thing to say, a plan, etc.). 2. Exact utmost 
possible amount of (rent), oppress 
(tenants) with excessive rent, exhaust 
(land) with excessive use; —rent, (n.) 
full economic rent, (also) excessive rent, 
(v.t.) exact this from (tenant) orfor(land); 

renter, tenant paying or landlord exact - 
ing~-rent. 3. n. Instrument of torture, a 
frame with roller at each end to which 
victim’s wrists & ankles were tied so that 
his joints were stretched when rollers 
were turned (on the, ~, being ~ed, lit., or 
fig. of person in distress or under strain). 
[ME, f. MDu., MLG recken stretch (= OE 
reccan); n.f. prec. ] 

rack4, n. Arrack (esp. ~ punch), [for ar¬ 
rack ] 

rack6, n., & v.i. 1. Horse’s gait between 
trot & canter, both legs of one side being 
lifted almost at once, & all four feet being 
o£E ground together at moments. 2. v.i. 
Progress thus. [orig. unkn.] 

rack6, v.t. Draw 00 (wine etc.) from the 
lees (often off). [ME, f. Pr. arracar (raca 
stems & husks of grapes, dregs)] 

rack7, n. Destruction (usu. go to ~ & 
ruin), [var. of wrack, wreck] 

rack'et1, rac'quet (-kit), n. Cat-gutted 
bat used in tennis, rackets, etc.; (pi.) ball- 
-game for two or four persons played in 
plain four-walled court with ~s; snow- 
shoe resembling ~ ;—ball, small hard kid- 
-covered ball of cork & string; ~ -press, for 
keeping ~s taut & in shape; —tail, kinds 
of small bird with —shaped tail. [f. F 
raquette f. It. racchetta f. Arab, raha palm 
of band] 

rack'et2, n., & v.i. 1. Disturbance, up¬ 
roar, din; social excitement, gaiety, 
dissipation. 2. (si.). Dodge, game, line of 
business, lay; (orig. U.S.) scheme for 
obtaining money, or e0ecting some other 
object, by illegal (and often violent) 
means, so ^eer'iNG1 n., organized black¬ 
mail of traders etc. by intimidation & 
violence, ~eer' n., one who practises 
this. 3. Ordeal, trying experience, (stand 
the ~, come successfully through test, 
face consequences of action); hence ~y 2 
a. 4. v.i. Live gay life (often about), 
move about noisily, [prob. imit. ] 

raconteur (see Ap.), n. (fern. -euse). Teller 

of anecdotes (usu. good, skilful, etc., ~). 
[F] 

rac(c)oon', n. Greyish-brown furry bushy - 
-tailed sharp-snouted American noc¬ 
turnal carnivore. [Algonquin] 

ra'cly, a. Having the qualities that 
characterize the kind in high degree (esp. 
~J/ flavour); of distinctive quality or 
vigour, not smoothed into sameness or 
commonness, retaining traces of origin 
(esp. ~y of the soil, of homely directness, 
spirited, lively, piquant). Hence ~iLY2 
adv.,~iness n. [race3, -y2] 

II rad. See radical n. 

rad'iff, n. System for ascertaining direc¬ 
tion & range of aircraft, ships, coasts, and 
other objects, by means of the electro¬ 
magnetic waves which they reflect; 
apparatus used for this. [f. initial letters 
of radio detection and ranging] 

rad'dle, n., & v.t. 1. Red ochre. 2. v.t. 
Paint with ~; plaster with rouge, [var. 
of ruddle] 

rad'ial, a. & n. 1. Of, in, rays; arranged 
like rays or radii, having position or 
direction of a radius (~ axle, maintaining 
such direction to curve of track as car 
etc. travels round it); having spokes or 
radiating lines, whence ~ized (-zd) a., 
~iza'tion n.; acting or moving along 
lines that diverge from a centre; relating 
to the radius of the forearm (~ artery, 
vein, nerve)-, hence ~ly2 adv. 2. n. ~ 
nerve or artery, [f. med. L radialis, or 
radius 4--al] 

rad'ian, n. Angle at centre of circle sub¬ 
tended by an arc whose length is equal 
to the radius, [radius, -an ] 

rad'iant, a. & n. 1. Emitting rays of light, 
(of eyes or looks) beaming with joy or 
hope or love, (of light) issuing in rays, (of 
beauty) splendid or dazzling, whence or 
cogn. rad'iANCE, rad'iANCY (rare), nn., 
~ly2 adv.; operating radially (esp. ~ 
heal); (bot. etc.) extending radially, 
radiating; ~ point, from which rays or 
radii proceed, (astron.) apparent focal 
point of meteoric shower. 2. n. Point or 
object from which light or heat radiates; 
(astron.) ~ point. [ME, f. L radiare 
(RADIUS), -ant] 

rad'iate1, a. Having divergent rays or 
parts radially arranged. Hence ~ly2 

adv. [as foil.,-ate2] 

rad'i|ate2, v.i. & t. Emit rays of light or 
heat, (of light or heat) issue in rays; 
emit electromagnetic waves; diverge 
or spread from central point; emit (light 
or heat) from centre; disseminate (life, 
love, joy, etc.). Hence or cogn. ~a'tion 

n., ~ative a. [f. L radiare (radius), -ate3] 

rad'iator, n. In vbl senses; esp.: appara¬ 
tus for heating room etc. consisting of 
metal case containing winding pipe 
through which hot water circulates; oil 
or electric stove, usu. portable; engine- 
-cooling apparatus in motor-car. [-or] 

rad'ical, a. & n. 1. Of the root(s). 2. 



radicle 
Naturally inherent, essential, funda¬ 
mental, (~ humour, heat, etc., in mediaeval 
philos., moisture, heat, etc., essential to 
life; a ~ error; the ~ rottenness of human 
nature). 3. Forming the basis, primary, 
(the ~ idea or principles of a system). 4. 
Affecting the foundation, going to the 
root, root-&-branch, (~ change, cure, 
reform)-, (of politicians) desiring such 
reforms, II belonging to extreme section 
of Liberal party (hist.), (of measures etc.) 
advanced by or according to principles 
of ~ politicians, whence ~l8M(2)n.,~izE(3) 
v.t. & i., ~izA'Ti0N n. 5. (math.). Of the 
root of a number or quantity (~ sign, V, 
3, *, etc., indicating that square, cube, 
fourth, etc. root of number following is 
to be extracted). 6. (philol.). Of the roots 
of words (~ word, not analysable into 
root & other known element). 7. (mus.). 
Belonging to the root of a chord. 8. (bot.). 
Of, springing direct from, the root or the 
main stem close to it. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
9. n. (Philol.) root; fundamental prin¬ 
ciple; (math.) quantity forming or ex¬ 
pressed as root of another, also the ~ 
sign; (chem.) element or atom, or group 
of these, forming base of compound & 
remaining unaltered during compound’s 
ordinary chemical changes; (pol.) person 
holding ~ views or belonging to ~ party. 
[ME, f. LL radicalis (radix -icis root, -al)] 

rad'icle, n. Part of plant embryo that de¬ 
velops into primary root; rootlet; (anat.) 
rootlike subdivision of nerve or vein; 
(chem.) = prec. n. Hence radic'ulAU1 a. 
[f. L radicula (prec., -ule)] 

rad'lo, n. (pi. ~s), & v.t. & i. (orig. U.S.). 
1. Wireless telegraphy or telephony; 
message so sent; broadcasting; a wireless 
receiving-set. 2. (attrib.). Of or relating 
to, sent by, used in or using,~ (~ altimeter, 
beacon, compass, navigational aids; ~ cab, 
car, vehicles equipped with ~; ~ direc¬ 
tion-finder, abbr. R.D.F., instrument for 
determining direction of ~ waves from a 
~ transmitter, so -finding)-, of stars or 
extra-terrestrial sources from which ~ 
waves are received (~ source); ~ telescope, 
used in ~ astronomy (dealing with ~ 
waves transmitted to or received from 
celestial objects; so ~ astronomer). 3. vb. 
Send (message), send message to (person), 
communicate, broadcast, by ~. [short 
for radio-telegraphy etc. ] 

rad'i|o-, comb, form of radius. 1. (anat.). 
Belonging to the radius in conjunction 
with some other part, as '—o-carp'al, of 
radius & wrist, ~o-di'gital, ~o-ul'nar. 
2. (phys.). Connected with rays or radia¬ 
tion, as ~o-balance, instrument for 
measuring intensity of heat radiation; 
•--o-caesium, ~o-cobalt, radio-active iso¬ 
topes, prepared artificially; ~o-carbon, 
radio-active isotope of carbon, esp. — 
carbon 14, an isotope decaying in dead 
organic matter at a fixed rate, used by 
archaeologists to determine date of 

radix 

ancient deposits; ~o- (radio-active) 
element; ~o-frc’quency, (of) the frequency 
of radio waves; ~og&n'ie, produced by 
radio-activity, suitable for being broad¬ 
cast by radio; ~ogoniom'eter, apparatus 
for finding the direction of ships & air¬ 
craft from their radio signals; ~ogram, 
picture obtained by X-rays, (also) = 
~o-telegram, (also, in full ~o-gram’ophone) 
combined radio receiving-set & gramo¬ 
phone reproducing records through loud 
speaker; ~ograph, instrument recording 
intensity & duration of sunshine, (also) 
picture obtained by X-rays, (v.t.) secure 
such image of, & so~dg'rapher,~og'raphy, 
~ograph'ic(ally); ~o-(radio-active) iso¬ 
tope; ~o-loca’tion, = radar; ~6l'ogy, 
scientific study of X-rays, ~o-activity, 
~o-therapy, etc., so ~6l'ogist, ~old'gical; 
~&m'eter, instrument illustrating con¬ 
version of radiant energy into mechanical 
force, (also) instrument for measuring 
intensity of radiation; ~6ph'ony, pro¬ 
duction of sound by radiant light or 
heat; ~6s'copy, examination by X-rays; 
~osonde, miniature radio transmitter, 
carried aloft in a balloon and descending 
by parachute, for broadcasting pressure, 
temperature, & humidity at various 
levels [G sonde sounding-line]; ~o- 
-tel'egram, message by wireless telegraphy; 
~o-th&'rapy, treatment of disease with 
X-rays or other forms of radiation, so 
~o-th£rapevt' ic(s). 

rad'io(-)ac,tive, a. Capable of emitting 
spontaneously rays consisting of material 
particles travelling at high velocities. So 
rad'io(-)activ'ity n. [f. prec. + active] 

rad'ish, n. (Cruciferous plant with) fleshy 
pungent root often eaten raw as relish in 
salads. [OE rsedic f. L radicem (nom. -ix) 
root; in 15th c. readopted f. OF radis] 

rad'ium, n. Radio-active metallic ele¬ 
ment obtained from pitchblende, widely 
used in radio-therapy; ~ emanation, 
radon ; ~-therapy, treatment of disease 
by the use of ~ or its products, [f. L 
radius ray, see -ium] 

rad'ius, n. (pi. -li). I. Thicker & shorter 
bone of forearm in man, corresponding 
bone in beast’s foreleg or bird’s wing. 
2. (math.). Straight line from centre to 
circumference of circle or sphere; radial 
line from focus to any point of curve (~ 
vector, variable line drawn to curve from 
fixed point, esp. in astron. from sun or 
planet to path of satellite). 3. Any of a 
set of lines diverging from a point like 
radii of circle; object of this kind, e.g. 
spoke. 4. Circular area as measured by 
its ~ (knows everyone within a ~ of 20 
miles-, || the four-mile that of which 
Charing Cross is centre). 5. (hot.). Outer 
rim of composite flowerhead, e.g. daisy, 
also radiating branch of umbel. [L, = 
staff, spoke, ray] 

rad'ix, n. (pi. -ices pr. -isez). Number or 
symbol used as basis of numeration scale 
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(ten is the ~ of decimal numeration,, & of 
common logarithms)-, source or origin of. 
[L, = root] 

rad'ome, n. Dome or covering on outer 
surface of aircraft protecting radar 
equipment, [f. ra(dar), dome ] 

rad'dn, n. Gaseous radio-active element 
arising from the disintegration of radium 
(formerly known as niton), [f. radium 
after argon etc. ] 

raff. = RIFF-RAFF. 

Raffaelesque. = raphaelesque. 

raff'ia, n. Kind of palm; fibre from its 
leaves used for tying up plants and mak¬ 
ing hats, baskets, mats, etc. [Malagasy] 

raff'ish, a. Disreputable, dissipated, fast- 
-looking. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[-ISH1] 

raf'fie1, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Sale of article by 
taking entrance-fee from any number of 
persons & assigning it by lot to one of 
them. 2. vb. Enter one’s name in ~ for 
article; sell by ~. [ME, kind of dice- 
-game, f. OF rafle of unkn. orig. ] 

raf'fle2, n. Rubbish, refuse, lumber, de¬ 
bris. [ME ; cf. OF ne rifle, ne rafle nothing 
at all] 

raft (-ah-), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Collection of 
logs, casks, etc., fastened together in the 
water for transportation; flat floating 
structure of timber or other materials for 
conveying persons or things, esp. as sub¬ 
stitute for boat in emergencies; floating 
accumulation of trees, ice, etc.; '—s'man, 
worker on ~. 2. vb. Transport as or on 
~ ; form into a ~; cross (water) on ~(s); 
work ~. [ME, f. ON raptr rafter2] 

ra'fter1 (-ah-), n. Man who rafts timber. 
[-ER1 ] 

ra'fter2 (-ah-), n., & v.t. 1. One of the 
sloping beams forming framework on 
which slates etc. of roof are upheld. 
2. v.t. (Usu. in p.p.) provide with ~s; 
II plough (land) so that contents of furrow 
are turned over on same breadth of 
unploughed ground next it, half-plough. 
[OE rafter, — MLG rafter, rel. to ON 
raptr raft ] 

rag1, n. 1. Torn or frayed piece of woven 
material, one of the irregular scraps to 
which cloth etc. is reduced by wear & 
tear (in torn); (pi.) tattered clothes 
(in —s, in old clothes); glad ~s; (usu. 
with neg.) smallest scrap of cloth or sail 
(not a ~ to cover him-, spread every ~ of 
sail); (collect.) ~s used as material for 
paper, stuffing, etc. 2. Remnant, odd 
scrap, irregular piece, (flying ~s of cloud; 
cooked to ~.s, till it falls to pieces; not a ~ 
of evidence). 3. (derog.). Flag, handker¬ 
chief, curtain, newspaper, etc. 4. Jagged 
projection (rare). 5. '--baby, doll made 
of *—-s; —bag, in which scraps of linen etc. 
are kept for use; '--bolt, (n.) with barbs 
to keep it tight when driven in, (v.t.) 
join together with these; ~ paper, made 
of ~s; ~'lag, '—'tag <f- bob-tail, the riff-raff, 
ragged or low or disreputable people; 

'—'time, popular music of U.S. Negro 
origin with much syncopation, (attrib.) 
farcical (a '-time army); —wheel, with 
projections catching in links of chain 
that passes over it, sprocket-wheel; 
'-'wort, yellow-flowered ragged-leaved 
plant. [ME, perh. repr. OE *ragg f. ON 
rj>gg tuft or strip of fur] 

rag2, n. Large coarse roofing-slate; 
II kinds of hard coarse stone breaking up 
in thick slabs (esp. coral-~, Kentish, 
Rowley, ~). [ME, of unkn. orig. ] 

II rag3, v.t. & i. (-gg-), & n. (si.). 1. Scold, 
reprove severely; tease, torment, play 
rough jokes upon, disarrange (person’s 
room etc.) by way of practical joke; 
engage in bally-ragging, be noisy & 
riotous. 2. n. Noisy disorderly scene, [cf. 
BALLYRAG, BULLYRAG ] 

rag'amuflln, n. Ragged dirty fellow. 
Hence ~ly3 a. [prob. f. rag1 w. fanciful 
termination ] 

rage1, n. 1. (Fit of) violent anger; violent 
operation of some natural force or some 
sentiment (the ~ of the wind, of faction). 
2. Vehement desire or passion for (has a 
— for, or for collecting, first editions); 
object of widespread temporary enthusi¬ 
asm or fashion (Mrs Siddons, the open-air 
cure, was the or all the •—). 3. Poetic or 
prophetic or martial ardour. [ME, f. OF 
f. Rom. "rabia f. L RABIES] 

rage2, v.i. & refl. Rave, storm, speak 
madly or furiously, (at, against, or abs.), 
be full of anger; (of wind, sea, passion, 
feeling, battle, pain, disease, etc.) be vio¬ 
lent, be at the height, operate unchecked, 
prevail, whence ra'gingLY2 adv.; (refl., 
esp. of storm etc.) ~ it self out, cease 
raging. [ME, f. OF rager (prec.)] 

ragg'ed (-g-), a. Rough, shaggy, hanging 
in tufts; of broken jagged outline or sur¬ 
face, full of rough or sharp projections; 
faulty, imperfect, wanting finish or 
smoothness or uniformity, (~ rhymes, 
time in rowing, etc.); rent, torn, frayed, 
(of persons) in ~ clothes; ~ robin, crim¬ 
son-flowered campion with tattered 
petals; II ~ school (obs.), free school for 
poor children. Hence ^LY2 adv., ~KTESS 
n. [RAG1, -ED2] 

rag(g)ee (rah'ge), n. A coarse kind of 
millet, the staple food in parts of India. 
[Hind, rdgi] 

Rag'lan, n. Overcoat without shoulder 
seams, the sleeve running up to the neck; 
also attrib., as ~ sleeve, [f. Lord ~ (d. 
1855), commander in Crimean war] 

ragout' (-do), n., & v.t. Meat in small 
pieces stewed with vegetables & highly 
seasoned; (vb) cook thus. [f. F ragodt 
(ragodter revive taste of, see RE-, gust2)] 

raid, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Sudden attack 
made by military party (orig. of mounted 
men), ship(s), or aircraft; predatory incur¬ 
sion in which surprise & rapidity are usu. 
relied upon, foray, inroad; sudden descent 
of polico etc. upon suspected premises or 
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illicit goods. 2. vb. Make ~ into etc.; 
make ~ on (person, place, cattle); hence 
~'kr' n. [Sc. form of OE rad, road1] 

rail1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Horizontal or 
inclined bar or continuous series of bars 
of wood or metal used to hang things on, 
as top of banisters, as part of fence, as 
protection against contact or falling over, 
or for similar purpose. 2. Any horizontal 
piece (cf. stile2) in frame of panelled 
door. 3. Iron bar or continuous line of 
bars laid on ground as one side or half of 
~way track (off the —s, disorganized, out 
of order, not working right; by —, by — 
way). 4. —-chair, iron holder, attached to 
sleeper, in which railway ~ rests; —'head, 
farthest point reached by a ~way under 
construction, (mil.) point on ~way at 
which road transport of supplies begins; 
—-motor, self-propelled ~way coach (also 
attrib.); *—'road, (n.) ~way, (v.t.) rush 
(person, thing) to, into, through, etc.; 
—'way, II road laid with ~s for heavy 
horse-carts, track or set of tracks of iron 
or steel ~s for passage of trains of cars 
or trucks drawn by locomotive engine & 
conveying passengers & goods, (also 
—way line) the tracks of this kind worked 
by single company or the whole of the 
organization & persons required for their 
working, (attrib. in many phrr., as cay 
accident-, —way act, regulating duties & 
rights of ~way companies; —way bill, 
proposal in Parliament esp. for construct¬ 
ing new ~way; —u:ay bridge, carriage, 
company, contractor, director, engine, 
journey, shares-, at —way speed, very 
quickly; —'(it-ay)man, ~way employee; 
—v;ay rug, station, stock, system, train, 
travelling, tunnel), whence ~'wayiESS a., 
—way v.i., travel by ~ ; hence ~'age(4) n., 
~'less a. 5. vb. Furnish or enclose (place) 
with ~ (often in, off), provide (bench etc.) 
with ~, whence ^'ing1 [-INGH3, 4)] n.; 
lay (~way route) with~s; convey (goods), 
travel, by ~. [ME, f. OF reille (L regula 
RULE)] 

rail2, n. Kinds of bird, esp. land1—, 
water—. [ME, f. OF raale (now rale), 
f. Rom. *rascula, prob. imit. ] 

rail3, v.i. Use abusive language (usu. at 
or against, or arch. upon). Hence ^'er1 
n.,~'ing2 [-ing1!!)] n.,~'ing3 [-iNG2]a., 
~,ingLY2 adv. [ME,f. OFrailler(rally2), 
f. Rom. *ragulare] 

raill'ery, n. (Piece of) good-humoured 
ridicule, rallying, [f. F raillerie (prec., 
-ERY) ] 

raim'ent, n. (poet. & rhet.). Clothing, 
dress, apparel. [ME ; aphetic f. obs. array - 
ment (array1, -ment)] 

rain1, n. 1. Condensed moisture of atmo¬ 
sphere falling visibly iD separate drops, 
fall of such drops (~ or shine, whether it 
rains or not); (pi.) showers of ~, esp. the 
—s, rainy season in tropical countries, 
(naut.) the R—s, rainy region of Atlantic 
4-10° N. lat.; (~-like descent of) falling 

raise 

liquid or solid particles or bodies (a ~ of 
ashes, frogs, pearls, rice, fire; also fig. a — 
of melody, kisses, congratulations). 2. <■— 
-bird, kinds of bird, esp. green wood¬ 
pecker; —-box, theatre contrivance 
imitating sound of ~; —’coat, water¬ 
proof ; —-doctor, producer of ~ by magic; 
—’drop, single drop of ~ ; —'fall, shower, 
quantity of ~ falling within given area 
in given time (usu. in inches of depth per 
annum); —-gauge, instrument measuring 
~fall; —water, collected from ~, not got 
from wells etc.; •—worm, common earth¬ 
worm. Hence ~'less. ~'proof2, ~'tight, 

aa. [OE regn, OS, OHG regan, ON regn, 
Goth, rign] 

rain2, v.i. & t. It —s, rain comes down (it 
—cd blood, frogs, invitations, tracts, etc., 
there was a shower of them; it —s cals 
& dogs, violently; it never —s but it pours, 
events usu. happen several together; it 
—s in, rain penetrates house etc.; it has 
—ed itself out, rain has ceased); God, the 
sky, the clouds, —, send down rain; fall or 
send down in showers or like rain (flowers 
—ed from their hands; tears —ed doicn her 
cheeks-, blows — upon him; his eyes — 
tears; — influence; he —ed benefits upon 
vs). [OE regnian (prec.)] 

rain'bow (-6), n. Arch showing prismatic 
colours in their order formed in sky (or 
across cataract etc.) opposite sun by re¬ 
flection, double refraction, & dispersion 
of sun’s rays in falling drops of rain (lunar 
—, similar effect from moon’s rays, rarely 
seen; sea — , formed on sea spray; second¬ 
ary —, additional arch with colours in re¬ 
verse order formed inside or outside of ~ 
by double reflection & double refraction ; 
all the colours of the—, many colours); (at¬ 
trib.) many-coloured; ~ trout, Californian 
kind. [OE renboga (rain1, bow1)] 

rain'15', a. In or on which rain is falling or 
much rain usually falls (—y weather, cli¬ 
mate, day, month, county, etc. ;—yday, fig., 
time of esp. pecuniary need, as provide 
against a —y day); (of clouds, wind, etc.) 
laden with, bringing, rain. Hence ~Ily2 
adv., ~Iness n. [-Y2] 

raise (-z), v.t. (often followed by up in 
most senses), & n. 1. Set upright, make 
stand up, restore to or towards vertical 
position, rouse, (—d him from his knees; ~ 
the standard of revolt; —d pastry, pie, etc., 
standing without support of dish at sides; 
~ one from the dead, restore him to life; 
~ the country, city, etc., rouse inhabitants 
in some emergency, often against or upon 
enemy etc.; the danger —d his spirits; 
— the wind, fig., procure money for some 
purpose; ~ a dust, lit., & fig. cause tur¬ 
moil, also obscure the truth). 2. Build up, 
construct, create, produce, breed, utter, 
make audible, start, give occasion for, 
elicit, set up, advance, (— palace, large 
family, blister, one’s own vegetables, storm, 
shout, hymn, controversy, prejudice, claim, 
demand, objection, question; a deliverer 
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was up, caused by Providence to 
appear; ~ a laugh, cause others to laugh; 
no one ~d! his voice, spoke). 3. Elevate, 
put or take into higher position, extract 
from earth, direct upwards, promote to 
higher rank, make higher or nobler, 
cause to ascend, make (voice) louder or 
shriller, (naut.) come in sight of (land, 
ship), increase amount of, heighten level 
of, (~ one’s hat, bow; ~ one’s glass to, 
drink health of; thousands of tons of coal 
were ; ~ one’s eyes, look upwards; 
~ one’s eyebrows, look supercilious or 
shocked; him to the see of York; trying 
to ~ a degraded class; undertook to ~ the 
spirit of King Solomon, at. lay 3; ~ Cain, 
hell, the devil, the mischief, etc., make 
disturbance; their voices were as in 
anger-, ~ income-tax from Ss. Gd. to 10s.; 
~ cloth, make nap on it; ~ bread, cause it 
to rise with yeast; ~ one’s reputation, add 
to it; the price of the 2lb. loaf is ~d a 
penny; ~ colour in dyeing, brighten it). 
4. Levy, collect, bring together, procure, 
manage to get, (~ tax, loan, subscription, 
money, army, fleet). 5. Relinquish, cause 
enemy to relinquish, (siege, blockade); 
remove (embargo). 6. p.p. *(vulg.). 
Brought up, educated. 7. n. Increase in 
salary, stakes at poker (also as vb), bid at 
bridge, etc. [ME, f. ON reisa f. Gmc 
*raizjan (whence OE rseran rear2), 

causative of risan rise 1 ] 
rais'in (-zn), n. Partially dried grape. 

[ME, f. OF raisin f. L as raceme] 

raison d’etre (see Ap.), n. Purpose etc. 
that accounts for or justifies or originally 
caused thing’s existence. [F] 

rait. See ret. 

raj (rahj), n. (Anglo-Ind.; hist.). Sover¬ 
eignty (the British ~ in India). [Hind. ] 

raja(h) (rali'ja), n. Indian king or prince 
(also as title of petty dignitary or noble 
in India, or Malay or Javanese chief). 
Hence ra'jahSHip (rahj'ash-) n. [Hind. 
raja f. Skr. rdjan king (raj to reign)] 

Rajpoot, -put, (rahj'poot), n. Member of 
Hindu soldier caste claiming descent from 
Kshatriyas. [Hind, (-ut), f. prec., putra 
son] 

rake1, n. Implement consisting of pole 
with cross-bar toothed like comb at end 
for drawing together hay etc. or smooth¬ 
ing loose soil or gravel, wheeled imple¬ 
ment for same purpose; kinds of imple¬ 
ment resembling ~ used for other pur¬ 
poses, e.g. by croupier drawing in money 
at gaming-table. [OE raca, MLG, MDu. 
rake, cogn. w. MLG reke, OHG recho, ON 
reka spade] 

rake2, v.t. & i. Collect, draw together, 
gather up, pull out, clear off, (as) with 
rake (~ out the fire; ~ up or together all 
possible charges; ~ off the leaves); clean or 
smooth with rake; search (as) with rake, 
ransack, (has ~d all history for proofs); 
make level, clean, etc., with rake; 
scratch, scrape; sweep with shot, 

ram 
enfilade, send shot along (ship) from stem 
to stern, sweep with the eyes, (of window 
etc.) have commanding view of; use rake, 
search as with rake (have been raking 
among or in or into old records); <■—off 
(colloq.), commission, rebate, share of 
profits (usu. in bad sense). [ME, f. ON 
raka cogn. w. prec. ] 

rake3, n. Dissipated or immoral man of 
fashion, [for rakehell] 

rake4, v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Of ship or its bow 
or stern) project at upper part of bow or 
stern beyond keel; (of masts or funnels) 
incline from perpendicular towards stern; 
give backward inclination to (bicycle’s 
front forks are ~d). 2. n. Amount to which 
thing ~s, raking position or build; slope 
of stage or auditorium in theatre. [17th 
c., of unkn. orig.] 

II rake'hell (-kh-), n. (arch.). = rake3. 
Hence ~y2 a. (arch.), [rake2, hell] 

rak'ish1, a. (As) of, like, a rake3. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [-ISH1] 

rak'ish2, a. (Of ship) smart & fast-look¬ 
ing, seeming built for speed & therefore 
open to suspicion of piracy, [perh. = prec., 
assoc, w. RAKE4] 

rale (rahl), n. (path.). Sound additional to 
that of respiration heard in auscultation 
of unhealthy lungs. [F, f. rdler to rattle] 

rdllent&n'do, mus. direction. Gradually 
slower. [It.] 

II rall'icar(t), n. Light two-wheeled driv¬ 
ing-trap for four. [Ralli, first purchaser, 
1885] 

rall'y1, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Reassemble, get 
together again, (t. & i.; esp. of army or 
company) after rout or dispersion, (cause 
to) renew conflict; bring or come together 
as support or for concentrated action 
(rallied his party, his party rallied, 
round or to him); revive (faculty etc.) by 
effort of will, pull oneself together, as¬ 
sume or rouse to fresh energy; throw off 
prostration or illness or fear, regain 
health or consciousness, revive. 2. n. 
Act of ~ing (intr.), reunion for fresh 
effort; recovery of energy after or in the 
middle of exhaustion or illness; (in tennis, 
rackets, etc.) series of strokes before point 
is decided, [n. f. vb, f. F rallier (re-, 

ally1)] 

rall'y2, v.t. Banter, chaff. Hence ~ing- 
ly2 adv. [f. F rattier rail3] 

ram1, n. 1. Uncastrated male sheep, tup. 
2. (Ram.) zodiacal sign Aries. 3. = batter 
ing—; (battleship with) projecting beak 
at bow for charging side of other ships; 
falling weight of pile-driving machine ; 
rammer; hydraulic water-raising or 
lifting machine; piston of hydrostatic 
press; plunger of force-pump. 4. ~’s- 
horn, lit., also scroll ornament imitated 
from ~’s head & horns. [OE ram(m), 
rom(m), — MDu., MLG, OHG ram 
(ramm-), perh. rel. to ON rammr strong] 

ram2, v.t. (-mm-). Beat down (soil etc.) 
into solidity with wooden block etc., 



ram 1018 rancour 

(abs.) use ~mer; make (post, plant, etc.) 
firm by ~ming soil round it; drive (pile 
etc.) down, in, into, by heavy blows; force 
(charge) home, pack (gun) tight, with 
~rod; squeeze or force into place by 
pressure (~med his clothes into a bag, his 
hat down on his head-, had the list ~med 
into me by repetition; ~ the argument home, 
lay sufficient stress on it); cram with 
stuffing etc.; (of ship) strike (as) with 
ram; dash or violently impel (thing) 
against, at, on, or into (~med his head 
against the wall, his horse at a fence) ; 
~'rod, for ~ming home charge of muzzle- 
-loader. Hence ~m,Eft1(2) n. [ME, f. 
prec. 1 

II ram3, n. (naut.). Boat’s length over all. 
[orig. unkn. ] 

Ramadan', n. Ninth month of Moham¬ 
medan year, during all daylight hours of 
which rigid fasting is observed. [Arab. 
(ramada be hot); perh. orig. one of hot 
months, now passing through all seasons 
owing to lunar reckoning] 

ram'al, a. (bot.). Of, proceeding from, a 
branch, [f. L ramus branch, -al] 

ram'ble, v.i., & n. 1. Walk (v. & n.) for 
pleasure, with or without definite route. 
2. Wander in discourse, talk or write dis¬ 
connectedly. [17th c., of unkn. orig.] 

ram'bler, n. In vbl senses; also, kinds 
of climbing rose, esp. the crimson 
[-ER1] 

ram'bling, a. Peripatetic, wandering ; 
disconnected, desultory, incoherent; (of 
plants) straggling, climbing; (of house, 
street, etc.) irregularly planned. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [-ING2] 

rambut'an (-dot-), n. Red fruit of an E.- 
-Indian tree, covered with soft spines and 
with pleasant sub-acid pulp. [Malay, f. 
rambut hair, in allusion to spines] 

ram'ekin, -quin (-kin), n. Small quantity 
of cheese with bread-crumbs, eggs, etc., 
baked in small mould, [c. 1700, F rame- 
quin, of Gmc orig.; cf. LG ramkin cheese- 
-cake ] 

ram'ie (-me), n. Fine strong fibre ob¬ 
tained from a Chinese and E.-Indian 
nettle-like plant, woven into a durable 
material. [Malay rami] 

ramifica'tion, n. Ramifying, (arrange¬ 
ment of) tree’s branches; subdivision of 
complex structure comparable to tree’s 
branches (the ~s of a river, society, trade, 
plot, inquiry, etc.), [as foil., -ation, perh. 
after F] 

ram'ifly, v.i. & t. Form branches or sub¬ 
divisions or offshoots, branch out; (usu. 
pass.) cause to branch out, arrange in 
branching manner (railways were ~ied 
over the country), [f. F ramifier f. med. L 
ramificare (L ramus branch, -1-, -ft)] 

ramm'ish, a. Rank-smelling, [ram1, 

-ISH1] 

ramSse' (or ram'os), a. Branched, branch¬ 
ing. [f. L ramosus (ramus branch, -ose1) ] 

ramp1, n. Slope, inclined plane joining 

tw'o levels of ground esp. in fortification, 
or of wall-coping; difference in level be¬ 
tween opposite abutments of rampant 
arch; upwrard bend in stair-rail. [18th c., 
f. F rampe f. ramper (foil.)] 

ramp2, v.i. & t. 1. (Chiefly of lion) stand 
on hind-legs with fore-paws in air, assume 
or be in threatening posture; (now usu. 
joc.) storm, rage, rush about. 2. (Archit., 
of w'all) ascend or descend to different 
level; (archit., mil.) furnish or build with 
ramp. [ME, f. OF ramper creep] 

II ramp3, n., & v.i. & t. (si.). Attempt to 
extort payment of fictitious debt from 
bookmaker; (transf.) levying of exorbi¬ 
tant prices, as the black-market ~ in 
whisky; swindle, racket; (vb) engage in, 
subject (person etc.) to, ~. [orig. unkn.] 

rampage', v.i., & n. 1. Behave violently, 
storm, rage, rush about. 2. n. Violent be¬ 
haviour (esp. be on the ~). Hence ~ous 
(-jus) a., ~ously2 adv., ~ousness n., 
(-jus-), [vb perh. f. ramp2] 

ramp'ant, a. (Chiefly of lion, esp. in 
her.) ramping (in her., & in allusive 
imitations, placed after nouns, as lion ~, 
the snob ~); violent or extravagant in 
action or opinion, arrant, aggressive, 
unchecked, prevailing, (is a ~ theorist; 
popery is ~ among us); rank, luxuriant, 
(a rich soil makes nasturtiums too —); (of 
arch etc.) having one abutment higher 
than the other, climbing. Hence ramp- 
ancy n., ~ly2 adv. [ME & OF rampant 
(ramp2, -ant)] 

ramp'aht, n., & v.t. Broad-topped & 
usu. stone-parapeted walk on top of 
defensive wall; (fig.) defence, protection; 
(vb) fortify or protect (as) with ~. [f. F 
rempart (remparer fortify, f. RE-, emparer 
take possession of, f. L ante before, parare 
prepare)] 

ramp'Ion, n. Kind of bell-flower with 
wffiite tuberous roots used as salad, [cf. 
F raiponce, It. ramponzolo] 

II ramp'ire, n., & v.t. (arch.). = rampart. 
ram'shackle, a. Tumbledown, crazy, 
rickety, (usu. of house or vehicle). [earlier 
-ed, p.p. of obs. ransackle ransack] 

ram'son (-sn), n. (Root, eaten as relish, 
of) broad-leaved garlic, [pi. in -en of OE 
hramsa, cogn. w. G rams] 

ran1, n. A certain length of twine, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

ran2. See run1. 
ranee, n. Kind of red marble writh blue & 
white veins & spots, [prob. of F orig. ] 

ranch, n., & v.i. 1. Cattle-breeding estab¬ 
lishment in U.S. & Canada. 2. v.i. Con¬ 
duct ~. [f. Sp. rancho mess, persons 
feeding together] 

ran'eid, a. Smelling or tasting like rank 
stale fat. Hence rancid'iTY, ~ness, nn. 
[f. L rancidus stinking] 

ranc'our (-ker), n. Inveterate bitterness, 
malignant hate, spitefulness. Hence 
ranc'orousa., ranc'orousLY2adv. [ME, 
f. OF, f. LL rancorem (prec., -OR)] 
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rand, n. 1. Strip of leather between heel 
& shoe or boot. 2. (S.-Afr.) highlands on 
either side of river valley (the R~, district 
round Johannesburg). [OE rand = OHG 
rant, ON rond bank, rim] 

randan'1, n. Style of rowing for three 
men, the middle using sculls & the others 
oars; boat for such use. [orig. unkn. ] 

randan'2, n. Spree (esp. on the ~). [var. 
of RANDOM] 

ran'dem, adv. & n. With three horses 
harnessed tandem; (n.) carriage or team 
so driven, [prob. formed on random & 
tandem] 

ran'dom, n. & a. 1. At ~, at haphazard, 
without aim or purpose or principle, 
heedlessly. 2. adj. Made, done, etc., at ~ 
(~ sample, selection); (of masonry) with 
stones of irregular size & shape; hence 
~ly2 adv. (rare). [ME & OF randon etc. 
great speed (randir gallop); -m as in 
ransom] 

ran'dly, a. || Loud-tongued, boisterous, 
lusty, (Sc.); (of cattle etc.; dial.) wild, 
restive; lustful, in lustful mood. Hence 
~Iness n. [perh. f. obs. rand var. of 
RANT, -Y2] 

ranee (rahn'I), n. Hindu queen, [f. Hind. 
rani i. Skr. rojni fern, of rajah ] 

rang. See ring2. 

range1 (-j), v.t. & i. 1. Place or arrange in 
a row or ranks or in specified situation or 
order or company (usu. pass, or refl.; 

their troops; ~d themselves on each 
side; was against, among, on the side of, 
with, etc.; trees ~<i in an ascending scale 
of height-, ~ oneself, imit. F, take up 
definite position in society, settle down, 
e.g. by marrying). 2. Run in a line, 
reach, lie spread out, extend, be foimd 
or occur over specified district (often from 
. . . to), vary between limits, (~s north & 
south, along the sea; nightingale ~s from 
the Channel to Waru'ickshire). 3. Be level 
(with; a 12mo does not ~ well with a folio); 
rank or find right place with or among 
(~s with the great writers). 4. Rove, 
wander, (often over, along, through, etc., 
district or coast; his thoughts ~ over past, 
present, <£• future; ranging fancy, incon¬ 
stant affections). 5. (Of gun) throw pro¬ 
jectile over, (of projectile) traverse, 
(distance; ~s over a mile). 6. Go all about 
(place), sail aloug or about (coast, sea). 
[ME, f. OF ranger (rang rank1)] 

range2 (-j), n. 1. Row, line, tier, or series, 
of things, esp. of buildings or mountains. 
2. Lie, direction, (the ~ of the strata is east 
& ivest; keep the two buoys in ~ with the 
lighthouse). 3. Stretch of grazing or 
him ting ground. 4. Piece of ground with 
targets for shooting. 5. Area over which 
plant etc. is distributed, area included in 
or concerned with something, sphere, 
scope, compass, register, limits of varia¬ 
tion, limited scale or series, distance 
attainable by gun or projectile, distance 
between gun etc. & objective, (gives the 

~s of all species; the thorniest question in 
the whole ~ of politics; the ~ of her voice 
is astonishing; his reading is of very wide 
~; the ~ of the barometer readings is about 
2 in.; Hebrew is out ofmy~ ; there is a lower 
~ of prices today; the enemy are out of ~, 
have found the ~ of our camp). 6. Cooking 
fireplace nsu. with oven(s), boiler(s), & 
iron top plate with openings for sauce¬ 
pans etc. 7. ~-finder, instrument for 
estimating distance of object, esp. one 
to be shot at. [ME, f. OF, = row, rank, 
(prec.)] 

ran'ger (-j-), n. In vbl senses; also: 
keeper of a royal park, whence ~ship n.; 
*(Zf~) member of U.S. commando; (pi.) 
body of mounted troops or other armed 
men; senior girl guide. [-ER1 ] 

rank1, n. 1. Row, line, queue, (now chiefly 
of cabs standing; in chess, row of squares 
across board, opp. file3). 2. Number of 
soldiers drawn up in single line abreast 
(the ~s were broken, could not keep the 
formation; the ~s or the ~ & file, common 
soldiers, i.e. privates & corporals, & 
transf. lower classes or ordinary undis¬ 
tinguished people; rise from the~s, said of 
common soldier or sergeant who is given 
commission, or of selfmade man). 3. 
Order, array, (keep ~, break ~, remain, 
fail to remain, in line). 4. Distinct social 
class, grade of dignity, station, high 
station, (people of all ~s; persons of ~, 
members of nobility; ~ <£• fashion, high 
society; the pride of ~). 5. Place in a 
scale, [f. obs. F ranc (mod. rang), OF 
renc, f. WG *hring ring1] 

rank2, v.t. & i. Arrange (esp. soldiers) in 
rank; classify, give certain grade to ; 
•take precedence of (person) in respect to 
rank; have rank or place (~s among the 
Great Powers, next to the king, etc.); have 
a rightful place on the list of claims on, or 
claimants against, a bankrupt estate; 
(mil.) march past or off. [f. prec.] 

rank3, a. Too luxuriant, gross, coarse, 
over-productive, choked with or apt to 
produce weeds, (roses are growing ~, run¬ 
ning too much to leaf; land too ~ to grow 
corn); foul-smelling, offensive, rancid; 
loathsome, indecent, corrupt; strongly 
marked, unmistakable, flagrant, virulent, 
gross, (~ treason, pedantry, poison, non¬ 
sense). Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. [OE 
ranc, = ON rakkr bold, slender; cf. MLG 
rank long & thin] 

rank'er, n. (Commissioned officer who 
has been) a soldier in the ranks, [-er1] 

rankle (rang'kl), v.i. (Of wound, sore, 
etc.) fester, continue painful, (arch.); (of 
envy, disappointment, etc., or their cause) 
be bitter, give intermittent or constant 
pain. [ME, f. OF ranclcr (rancle, drancle, 
draoncle, festering sore f. med. L dracun- 
culus dim. of draco serpent)] 

ran'sack, v.t. Thoroughly search (place, 
receptacle, person’s pockets, one’s con¬ 
science, etc.); pillage, plunder, (house, 
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country, etc.). [ME, f. ON rannsaka 
(rann house, sekkja seek] 

ran'som, n., & v.t. 1. (Liberation of 
prisoner of war in consideration of) sum of 
money or value paid for release (hold one 
to ~, be willing to release him for such 
consideration; worth a king’s ~, of im¬ 
mense value); blackmail, sum etc. ex¬ 
acted in return for privilege or immunity, 
(graduated income-tax & death-duties are 
no more than a fair ~ paid by the rich); ~- 
-bill, -bond, undertaking, esp. on part of 
captured ship, to pay ~ ; hence ~less a. 
2. v.t. Redeem, buy freedom or restora¬ 
tion of; atone for, expiate; hold to ~, 
release for a ~; exact ~ from. [ME, f. 
OF ranson(ner) f. L redemptionem REDEMP¬ 
TION] 

rant, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Use bombastic 
language; declaim, recite theatrically; 
preach noisily, whence (esp. of Primitive 
Methodists) ~'er1 n. 2. n. Piece of ~ing, 
tirade; empty turgid talk. [f. obs. Du. 
randten, ranten, randen (cf. randy) rave] 

ranunc'ullus, n. (pi. ~uses, ~i). Kinds 
of plants including the buttercups, crow¬ 
foot. Hence ~a'ceous (-ashus) a. [L, 
orig. dim. of rana frog] 

ranz-des-vaches (see Ap.), n. Swiss 
herdsmen’s melody made of harmonic 
notes of Alpine horn. [Swiss dial. ] 

rap1, n., & v.t. & i. (-pp-). 1. Smart slight 
blow (a ~ on the knuckles, punishment 
inflicted on child, also fig. reproof); 
(si.) blame, punishment, etc., esp. take the 
~ (freq. in another’s place); sound made 
by knocker on door etc., or by some 
agency on table or floor in spiritualistic 
seances. 2. vb. Strike (esp. person’s 
knuckles) smartly; make the sound called 
a~ (~ped at the door, on the table, etc.); ~ 
out (oath, pun, etc.), utter abruptly or on 
the spur of the moment, (v.i.) use strong 
language; (of spirits) ~ out (message, 
word), express by~s. [ME, prob. imit.] 

rap2, n. Skein of 120 yds of yarn. [orig. 
unkn.] 

rap3, n. An atom, the least bit, (don’t care 
a ~). [earlier sense ISth-c. Irish counter¬ 
feit halfpenny, short, f. Ir. ropaire] 

rapa'cious (-aims), a. Grasping, extor¬ 
tionate, predatory. Hence or cogn. ~ly2 

adv., rapa'ciTY n. [f. L rapax (rapere 
seize, -acious)] 

rape1, v.t., & n. 1. Take by force (poet.); 
ravish, force, violate, (woman). 2. n. 
Carrying off by force (poet.); ravishing 
or violation of a woman (also fig. of a 
country, as the ~ of Austria). [ME, f. AF 
f. L rapere seize ] 

II rape2, n. Any of six divisions of Sussex. 
[first in Domesday Book; orig. unkn.] 

rape3, n. Plant grown as food for sheep; 
plant cultivated for its seed from which 
oil is made, coleseed; wild ~, charlock; 

cake, ~-seed pressed into flat shape 
after extraction of oil & used as manure; 
~-oii, made from ~-seed & used as lubri¬ 

cant & in making soap & indiarubber. 
[ME, f. L rapum, rapa turnip] 

rape4, n. Refuse of grapes after wine- 
-making used in making vinegar; vessel 
used in vinegar-making, [f. F rdpe, = Pr. 
raspa. It. raspo, med. L raspa] 

Raphaelesque' (-sk), Raff-, a. In style of 
Raphael. [Raphael (It. Raffaello), -esque] 

raph'ia, n. (Bot. name of) raffia. 

rap'id, a. & n. 1. Speedy, quick, swift; 
acting or completed in short time; (of 
slope) descending steeply; hence or cogn. 
rapid'rrY n., ~ly2 adv. 2. n. (usu. pi.). 
Steep descent in river-bed, with swift 
current, [f. L rapidus (rapere seize)] 

rap'ier, n. Light slender sword for thrust¬ 
ing only, small-sword, (—thrust, often fig. 
of delicate or witty repartee), [prob. f. 
Du. rapier, f. F rapttre, of unkn. orig. ] 

rap'ine, n. (rhet.). Plundering, robbery. 
[ME, f. OF, or L rapina (rapere seize, 
-INE4)] 

rapparee', n. (hist.). 17th-c. Irish irregu¬ 
lar soldier or freebooter, [f. Ir. rapaire 
short pike] 

rappee', n. Coarse kind of snuff, [f. F 
(itabac) rape RASPed (tobacco)] 

rapport' (or rapor'), n. Communication, 
relationship, connexion, (be in, or F en 
pr. ahn, ~ with). [F (rapporter f. RE-, AP-, 
porter f. L portare carry)] 

rapprochement (see Ap.), n. Re-estab¬ 
lishment or recommencement of harmo¬ 
nious relations, esp. between States. [F] 

rapscall'ion (-lyon), n. (arch.). Rascal, 
scamp, rogue. [earlier rascallion, f. 
RASCAL] 

rapt, p.p., & a. Snatched away bodily or 
carried away in spirit from earth, from 
life, from consciousness, or from ordinary 
thoughts & perceptions (often away, up, 
etc.); absorbed, enraptured, intent, (esp. 
listen with ~ attention). [ME, f. L raptus 
p.p. of rapere seize] 

raptor'ial, a. & n. (zool.). Bird (usu. large) 
which preys upon other birds, mammals, 
etc.; bird of prey as eagle, falcon, owl, 
etc.; predatory (animal or bird); adapted 
for seizing prey. [f. L raptor (prec., -or) 
plunderer + -ial ] 

rap'ture, n. Mental transport, ecstatic 
delight, (be in, go into, ~s, be enthusiastic, 
talk enthusiastically; ~s, vehement 
pleasure or the expression of it); (esp. 
theol.) act of transporting a person from 
one place to another (esp. heaven). Hence 
rap'turous, a., rap'turousLY2 adv., 
(jtyer-). [f. med. L raptura (rapt, -ure)] 

rap'tured (-tyerd), a. Enraptured, in ec¬ 
stasy. [f. obs. rapture vb (prec.), -ED1] 

rav'a av'Is, n. Rarity, kind of person or 
thing rarely encountered. [ L, = rare bird ] 

rare1, a. 1. Of loosely packed substance, 
not dense, (the ~ atmosphere of the moun¬ 
tain tops). 2. Few & far between, un¬ 
common, unusual, exceptional, seldom 
found or occurring, (it is ~ for person etc. 
to do, or it is ~ly that he etc. does). 3. Of 



rare 1021 

uncommon excellence, remarkably good, 
very amusing, (a miracle of ~ device', had 
~ /wn with him). 4. ~ earths, oxides of 
certain metals (e.g. cerium, lanthanum, 
yttrium) found in a few ~ minerals. 
Hence ~'iy2 (-ail-) adv., (esp.) seldom, 
not often, finely, in an unusual degree, 
~^ness (-arn-) n. [ME, f. L rarus] 
‘rare2, a. (Of meat) underdone, [var. of 
obs. rear half-cooked (of eggs), f. OE hrer] 

rare'bit (rarb-), n. See welsh1 rabbit. 
rar'ee-show (-o), n. Show carried about 
in a box; any show or spectacle. [app.= 
rare show as pronounced by Savoyard 
showmen] 

rar'e | f y, v. t. & i. Lesson density or solidity 
of (esp. air); purify, refine, (person’s na¬ 
ture etc.); make (ideaetc.)subtle; become 
less dense. So '-'Fac'tion, ~fica'tion, nn., 
~factlVE a. [ME, f. OF rarefier or L rare- 
facere (rarus rare, facere make) ] 

rar'Ity, n. Rareness (see rare 2); uncom¬ 
mon tiling, thing valued as being rare. 
[f. F rarele, or L raritas (rare *, -ty)] 

ra'seal (rah-), n. & a. 1. Rogue, knave, 
scamp, (often playfully to child etc.; you 
lucky ~ .'). 2. adj. Belonging to the rabble 
(arch.; the ~ rout, the common people). 
Hence ~dom, ~ism(2), rascal'iTY nn., 
~ly1 a. [ME, f. OF rascaille rabble] 

rase. See raze. 
rash1, n. Eruption of the skin in spots or 
patches, [c. 1700, corresp. to OF rache 
scurf, eruptive sores, = It. raschia itch ] 

rash2, a. Hasty, impetuous, overbold, 
reckless, acting or done without due con¬ 
sideration. Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness ii. 
[ME, =MDu. rasch, OHG rase, ON rQskr] 

rash'er, n. Thin shoe of bacon or ham. 
[orig. obsc.; perh. f. obs. rash to slash] 

rasp (rah-), v.t. & i., & n. (Scrape with) 
coarse kind of file having separate teeth 
raised with pointed punch; scrape 
roughly; grate upon (person or his feel¬ 
ings), irritate; scrape off or away, make 
grating sound. Hence ra'spER1 (rah-) n., 
(esp., hunting) high difficult fence. [ME, 
f. OF raspe(r), now rdpe(r), f. WG *hraspon 
scrape together] 

ra'spatory (rah-), n. Rasp used in 
surgery, [f. med. L raspatorium (raspare 
RASP, -TORY)] 

ra'spberry (rahzb-), n. 1. (Plant bearing) 
yellow or red berry of numerous drupels 
on conical receptacle. 2. (si.). Sound, 
gesture, or sign expressing dislike, 
derision, or disapproval; dismissal. 3. 
~-canes, the plants; ~ vinegar, kind of 
syrup, [f. 16th c. rasp (now Sc. & north.) 
& raspis (obs.; pi. -es); of unkn. orig. ] 

rasse (r&s'i, ras), n. Kind of civet-cat. [f. 
Javanese rase] 

rat1, n., & v.i. (-tt-). 1. Rodent of some 
larger species of the mouse kind (.MUSK, 
water, ; black or old-English variety 
now largely ousted by common grey, 
brown, or Norway ~; smell a ~, have 
suspicions; like a drowned ~, said of 

rate 

person wet through ; Eats!, si., nonsense!, 
incredible!, etc.). 2. (poj.). Person who 
deserts his party in difficulties as ~s are 
said to desert doomed house or ship, 
turncoat. 3. Workman who refuses to 
join strike, takes striker’s place, or accepts 
less than trade-union wages. 4. —catcher 
(who rids houses of ~s), (si.) unorthodox 
hunting dress; ~s'bane, ~-poison (now 
only in literary fig. use); ~ race, fiercely 
competitive struggle; ~’s-lail, thing 
shaped like ~’s tail, e.g. kind of file; 
~-tail, (horse with) hairless horse’s tail, 
whence ~ftailED2 a. (~-tail spoon, with 
tail-like prolongation of handle along 
back of bowl); —trap, lit., also (cycle 
pedal) made of two parallel iron plates 
with teeth; lienee ~t'v2 a. (in n. senses, 
& si., snappish, irritable, touchy). 5. v.i. 
Hunt or kill ~s (of person or dog); play 
the ~ in politics; ~ on (desert) person; 
hence ~t,ER1 n. [OE rset; in ME f. OF rat 
f. Rom. *rattus] 

rat2, v.t. 3rd sing. pres. subj. (vulg.). = 
DRAT. 

ra'ta (rah-), n. Large handsome New 
Zealand tree with crimson flowers & hard 
red wood. [Maori ] 

rat'lable, a. Proportional (arch.); || liable 
to payment of local rates, whence 
~aBiL'iTY n. Hence ~abLY2 adv. [rate2, 

-ABLE] 

ratafi'a (-ea), -fee', n. Liqueur flavoured 
with almonds or kernels of peach, apricot, 
or cherry; kind of biscuit similarly fla¬ 
voured; kind of cherry. [F (-ia), prob. 
rcl. to tafia (Creole)] 

rat'al, n. Amount on which rates are as¬ 
sessed (also attrib., as the ~ qualification 
for vestries), [f. rate \ prob. after rental ] 

rataplan', n., & v.t. & i. (-nn-). 1. Drum¬ 
ming sound. 2. vb. Play (as) on drum; 
make ~. [F, imit. ] 

ratch'et, ratch, nn., & w.t. 1. Set of 
teeth on edge of bar or wheel in which a 
pawl engages to ensure motion in one 
direction only; (also ~-wheel) wheel with 
rim so toothed. 2. v.t. Provide with ~, 
give ~ form to. [f. F rochet kind of lance- 
-head, (later) ratchet etc.] 

rate1, n. 1. Statement of numerical pro¬ 
portion prevailing or to prevail between 
two sets of things either or both of which 
may be unspecified, amount etc. men¬ 
tioned in one case for application to all 
similar ones, standard or way of reckon¬ 
ing, (measure of) value, tariff charge, cost, 
relative speed, (going at the ~ of six miles 
an hour-, can have them at the ~ of II- a 
thousand; the death— was 19 per mille; the 
~ of interest, wages, etc., is to be regulated; 
the high ~s charged by the railways; at that 
~, colloq., if this is a fair specimen, if 
tilts assumption is true, etc.; at any ~, in 
each or any possible case, even if a 
stronger statement is doubtfully true, 
etc.; the low ~ at which you value it; sell 
at a high ~; win success at an easy ~; 
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■went off at a great ~, speed; pauperism 
increases at a fearful ~). 2. II Assessment 
levied by local authorities for local pur¬ 
poses (~s <£■' taxes; a 6d. ~ is raised for the 
public library service). 3. Class (in first, 

SECOND, THIRD, etc., —). 4. \\~'payer, 
person liable to have municipal ~s ex¬ 
acted from him. [ME, f. OF, f. med. L 
rata (L pro rata parte according to the 
proportional share), f. ratus p.p. of reri 
reckon] 

rate8, v.t. & i. 1. Estimate worth or value 
of (7 do not ~ his merits high; each offence 
is ~d at a fixed sum by way of penalty; esp. 
in orer~, underassign fixed value to 
(coin, metals) in relation to monetary 
standard (the copper coinage is ~d much 
above Us real value); consider, regard as, 
(7 ~ him among my benefactors). 2. || (Usu. 
in pass.) subject to payment of a local 
rate, value for purpose of assessing rates 
on, (we are highly ~d for education, have 
to pay a high rate; houses are~d at a sum 
smaller than the rent, the sum on which 
rates are charged is less). 3. ~ up, impose 
higher insurance rate on (persons etc., 
liable to exceptional risks). 4. (naut.). 
Class under a certain rating1, (intr.) rank 
or be ~d as. [ME, f. prec. ] 

rate3, v.t. & i. Scold (trans.) angrily; 
(rare) storm at. [ME, of unkn. orig. ] 

rate4. See ret. 

rateable. Var. of ratable. 

rat'el, n. African and Indian nocturnal 
carnivorous burrowing mammal, honey- 
-badger. [Afrikaans, orig. unkn. ] 

-rat'er, n. Racing yacht of specified ton¬ 
nage (10—, 2yz—, etc.). [RATE1, -ER1] 

II rath (rahth), n. (Ir. ant.). Prehistoric 
hill-fort. [Ir.] 

II rathe(-dh), a. (poet.). Coming, blooming, 
etc., early in the year or day; ~-ripe, 
rath'ripe, ripening early, precocious, (n.) 
early kinds of pea, apple, etc. [OE 
hrseth adj., quick, eager] 

ra'ther (rahdh-), adv. 1. More truly, to 
a greater extent, as a more accurate 
description or preferable account of the 
matter, or to be more precise, (is ~ good 
than bad; derived ~ from imagination than 
reason; orderliness is not the result of 
law, ~ it is the cause of it; late last night, 
or ~ early this morning); the ~ that, so 
much the more because. 2. In a modified 
way, to some extent, slightly, somewhat, 
(7 ~ think you know him; the performance 
was ~ a failure, was ~ good, fell ~ flat). 
3. By preference, for choice, sooner, as an 
alternative chosen sooner than another of 
same grammatical form or than to (would 
much ~ not go; he would ~ have died than 
refused; use soft water ~ than hard; the 
desire to seem clever ~ than honest; he re¬ 
signed ~ than stifle his conscience; also 
with had, as 7 had ~ err with Plato than be 
right with—). 4. II (colloq.). (In answers) 
most emphatically, yes without doubt, 
assuredly, (Have you been here before ?— 

i?~/); freq. pr. rahdbtji'. [ME, f. OE 
hrathor, comp, of hrsethe adv. f. hrseth adj.; 
see prec. ] 

♦ra'thskeller (rahts-), n. Beer-saloon or 
restaurant in basement. [G, = town-hall 
cellar ] 

rat'i|fy, v.t. Confirm or make valid (com¬ 
pact made in one’s name) by formal con¬ 
sent, signature, etc. So ~fioa'TION n. 
[ME, f. OF ratifler f. med. L ratificare 
(RATE1, -FT)] 

ratine' (-en), n. Dress fabric resembling 
sponge cloth. [F ] 

rat'ing', n. In vbl senses of rate2 ; also or 
esp.: II amount fixed as municipal rate; 
(naut.) person’s position or class on 
ship’s books, II non-commissioned sailor, 
II (collect.) all persons of a particular ~; 
any of the classes into which racing yachts 
are distributed by tonnage, [rate2, -ing 1 ] 

rat'ing3, n. Angry reprimand, [rate3, 

-ING1] 

ra'tio (-shio), n. (pi. ~s). Quantitative re¬ 
lation between two similar magnitudes 
determined by the number of times one 
contains the other integrally or fraction¬ 
ally (are in the ~ of three to two or 3:2; the 
~s 1:5 & 20:100 are the same). [L (rate ', 
-ION)] 

ratio'cin|ate (or -shl-), v.i. Go through 
logical processes, reason formally, use 
syllogisms. So ~a'tion n., ~ative a. [f. 
L ratiocinari (prec.), -ate3] 

ra'tion (*ra-), n., & v.t. 1. (Usu. pi.) fixed 
daily allowance of food served out esp. 
for members of Services (& formerly of 
forage for animals); fixed allowance of 
food etc. for civilians in time of shortage 
(~ book, card, entitling holder to ~); 
single portion of provisions, fuel, clothing, 
etc.; (pi.) provisions. 2. v.t. Limit (per¬ 
sons, food, clothing) to fixed ~. [f. F, 
or L RATIO] 

ra'tional (-sho-), a. & n. 1. Endowed with 
reason, reasoning; sensible, sane, moder¬ 
ate, not foolish or absurd or extreme; 
of, based on, reasoning or reason, reject¬ 
ing what is unreasonable or cannot be 
tested by reason in religion or custom, 
(~ dress, esp. formerly of knickerbockers 
worn by women instead of skirts; has ~ 
leanings in religion, has doubts about the 
truth of revelation, the possibility of 
miracles, etc.). 2. (math.). (Of quantity 
or ratio) expressible without radical signs 
(opp. surd) ; hence or cogn. ~ity (-&1-) n., 
~ly2 adv. 3. n. pi. ~ dress. [ME, f. L 
rationalis (prec., -al)] 

rational'e (-sho-), n. Reasoned exposi¬ 
tion, statement of reasons, (now rare); 
fundamental reason, logical basis, of. [L, 
neut. as prec. ] 

ra'tional|ism (-sho-), n. Practice of 
explaining the supernatural in religion in 
a way consonant with reason, or of treat¬ 
ing reason as the ultimate authority in 
religion as elsewhere; theory that reason 
is the foundation of certainty in know- 
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ledge (opp. empiricism, sensationalism). 
So ~ist(2) n. & a., ~is'tio a., '-is'tiCALLY 
adv. [-ism ] 

ra'tionaliz|e (-sho-), -is|e (-iz), v.t. & i. 
Explain, explain away, by rationalism, 
bring into conformity with reason; be or 
act as a rationalist; (math.) clear from 
surds; (ccon.) reform (an industry) by 
eliminating waste in labour, time, & 
materials, whence ~a'tion n. [-ize] 

rat'ite, a. (ornith.). Belonging to the 
Ralitae, a genus including ostrich, emu, 
cassowary, etc., with keelless breastbone 
(opp. CARlNAfe). [f. L rail's raft, -ite2] 

rat'lin(e), -ling, n. (usu. pi.). (One of) 
small lines fastened across ship’s shrouds 
liko_ladder-rungs. [ME; orig. uukn.] 

ratoon', n., & v.i. New shoot springing 
from sugar-cane root after cropping; (vb) 
send up ~s. [f. Sp. retono sprout] 

rat(t)an', n. Kinds of E.-Indian climbing 
palm with long thin many-jointed pliable 
stems; piece of ~ stem used as cane or for 
other purposes; ~s used as a material in 
building etc. [f. Malay rotan (raid pare)] 

rat-tat', ratatat', rat'tat-tat', n. Rap¬ 
ping sound, esp. of knocker, [imit. ] 

II ratt'en, v.t. Molest (workman or em¬ 
ployer) by abstracting or injuring tools 
or machinery etc. in disputes, [orig. unkn. ] 

rat'tle1, v.i. & t. Give out rapid succession 
of short sharp hard sounds, cause such 
sounds by shaking something (he ~d at 
the door)-, talk in lively thoughtless way 
(often on, awo.y, atony); move or fall with 
rattling noise, drive vehicle or ride or run 
briskly, (usu. down, along, past, etc.) ; 
(part.) brisk, vigorous, (a rattling wind, 
pace), (preceding good etc.) remarkably 
(had a rattling good run, dinner, etc.); 
make (chain, window, crockery, etc.) ~ 
(~ the sabre, threaten war); say or recite 
(verses, stories, lists, oaths) rapidly (usu. 
off, out, over, away, etc.); stir up from 
dullness; (si.) excite, agitate, fluster, 
make nervous, frighten; make move 
quickly (~ fox, hunt it close; ~ up the 
anchor; ~ bill through the House). [ME, 
prob. f. MDu., LG ratelen (imit.)] 

rat'tle2, n. 1. Instrument or plaything 
made to rattle esp. in order to give alarm 
or to amuse babies; set of horny rings in 
—snake's tail; kinds of plant with seeds 
that rattle in their cases when ripe (esp. 
yellow, red, ~); rattling sound, uproar, 
bustle, noisy gaiety, racket, (death—, 
such sound in throat immediately before 
death; the ~s, croup); noisy flow of 
words, empty chatter, trivial talk; lively 
incessant talker. 2. ~-bag, -bladder, -box, 
—s constructed of bag etc. with objects in¬ 
side to rattle;~-brain, -head, -pule, (person 
with) empty brain etc., whence ~brain- 

ed2, —headED2, —patED2, aa.; ~snake, 
venomous American snake with rattling 
apparatus in tail; ~trap n. & a., rickety 
(vehicle etc.), (pi.) curiosities, odds & ends, 
[f. prec.j 

ravin 

ratt'ler, n. In vbl senses; esp.: remark¬ 
ably good specimen of anything; ‘rattle¬ 
snake. [-ER1] 

ratty. See rat l. 

rauc'ous, a. Hoarse, harsh-sounding. 
Hence'—ly2 adv. [f. L raucus, -ous] 

II raughty. See rorty. 

II rauque (rawk), a. (rare). Raucous. 
[F (RAUCOUS)] 

rav'age, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Devastate, 
plunder, (t. & i.), make havoc. 2. n. De¬ 
vastation, damage; (esp. pi.) destructive 
effects of. [f. F ravager, ravage, alt. f. 
ravine rush of water; see -age ] 

rave1, n. Rail of cart; (pi.) permanent or 
removable framework added to sides of 
cart to increase capacity, [also rathe 
(dial.), of unkn. orig.] 

rave2, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Talk w'ildly or 
furiously (as) in delirium (often about, 
against, at, of, for-, raving mad, uncon¬ 
trollably, so as to ~); (of sea, wand, etc.) 
howl, roar; speak with rapturous ad¬ 
miration about, go into raptures; utter 
with ravings (~ one’s grief etc.); ~ 
oneself hoarse, to sleep, etc.; storm. —s 
itself out, to an end; hence (often pi.) 
rav'lNG1(l) n. 2. n. Raving sound of wind 
etc,; (si.) enthusiastic review (of film, 
play, etc.); (si.) infatuation, ‘crush’. 
[ME, peril, f. OF rarer, rel. to (M)LG 
reven be senseless, rave ] 

rav'el, v.t. & i. (-11-), & n. I. Entangle or 
become entangled, confuse, complicate, 
(thread etc., or fig. question, problem; 
esp. in p.p., as the ~led skein of life)-, 
fray (i. & t.) out, whence ~1ing‘(2) n.; 
disentangle, unravel, distinguish the 
separate threads or subdivisions of, (often 
old). 2. n. Entanglement, knot, com¬ 
plication; frayed or loose end. [app. f. 
Du. ravelen, raf-, tangle, fray out, un¬ 
weave, LG rebbeln to ripple flax] 

rav'elin (-vl-), n. (fortif.). Outwork of 
two faces forming salient angle outside 
main ditch before curtain. [F, f. It. 
ravellino, now riv-, of unkn. orig.] 

rav'en1, n. & a. 1. Large glossy blue- 
-black-plumaged hoarse-voiced bird of 
crow kind feeding chiefly on flesh, often 
kept tame, & popularly held of evil omen. 
2. adj. Of glossy black (esp. — locks, black 
hair). [OE hreevn, OHG (h)raban, ON 
lirafnf. Gmc *hrabhnaz] 

rav'en2, v.i. & t. Plunder (intr.), go 
plundering about, seek after prey or booty, 
prowl for prey; eat (t. & abs.) voraciously; 
have ravenous appetite (for), [f. OF 
raviner f. ravine ravin ] 

rav'enous, a. Rapacious (now rare); vo¬ 
racious (esp. ~ hunger, eagerness, etc.); 
famished, very hungry. Hence~LY2 adv., 
—ness n. (rare). [ME, f. OF ravineus 
(foil., -ous)] 

rav'in, n. (poet., rhet.). Robbery, rapine; 
seizing & devouring of prey (beast of —, 
of prey); spoil. [ME & OF ravine (this 
sense obs. in mod. F) f. L rapina ratine] 
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ravinle' (-en), n. 
mountain cleft. 
[= mod. F ravine, = prec.] 

rav'ish, v.t. 1. Carry off (person, thing) 
by force (now rare); (of death, circum¬ 
stances, etc.) take from life or from sight. 
2. Commit rape upon, violate, (woman), 
whence —er1 n. 3. Enrapture, charm, en¬ 
trance, fill with delight, whence —ing2 a., 
—ingLY2 adv., so ~ment n. [ME, f. OF 
ravir f. Rom. *rapire f. L rapere, see -ISH2] 

raw, a., n., & v.t. 1. Uncooked (— cream, 
got -without scalding of milk; — brick, not 
hardened by fire); unripe; in unwrought 
state, not or not completely manufac¬ 
tured, (~ silk, as reeled from cocoons; — 
cloth, unfulled; ~ hide, untanned leather, 
also rope or whip of this; ~ spirit, un¬ 
diluted; ~ grain, unmalted; ~ material, 
that out of which any process of manu¬ 
facture makes the articles it produces, as 
the finished product of one industry is the — 
material of another; the — material of an 
army is men); artistically crude; inex¬ 
perienced, untrained, unskilled, fresh to 
anything, (is a — lad; — recruits); stripped 
of skin, having the flesh exposed, excori¬ 
ated, sensitive to a touch from being so 
exposed; ~ edge of cloth, -without hem or 
selvage; (of atmosphere, day, etc.) damp 
& chilly occas. with fog; -—boned, with 
hones almost exposed, gaunt; — deal2; 
— head & bloody bones, nursery bugbear, 
death’s-head & cross-bones, (attrib., of 
narrative style etc.) crudely horrible; 
hence —'ish 1 (2) a., —'ness ii. 2. n. ~ place 
on person’s or esp. horse’s skin; touch one 
on the —, wound his feelings on the points 
on which he is sensitive. 3. v.t. Rub (esp. 
horse’s back) into ~ness. [OE hreaw, OS, 
OHG (h)rao, OHG rau-, ON hrdr f. Gmc 
*hrawaz, cogn. w. Gk kreas flesh] 

ray1, n. 1. Single line or narrow beam of 
light; (in scientific use) straight line in 
which radiant energy capable of pro¬ 
ducing sensation of light is propagated to 
given point (Rontgen, pr. run'tyen, or X, 
—s, form of radiation penetrating many 
substances impervious to ordinary light; 
Becquerel —s, —s emitted by kadio-active 
bodies). 2. Analogous propagation-line 
of heat or other non-luminous physical 
energy; (fig.) fragment or remnant or 
beginning of enlightening or cheering 
influence (a —, not a —, of hope, truth, 
genius, etc.). 3. Radius of circle (rare); 
any of the lines forming a pencil or set of 
straight lines passing through one point, 
any of a set of radiating lines or parts or 
things. 4. (Bot.) marginal part of com¬ 
posite flower, as daisy; radial division 
of starfish. Hence —ed2 (rad), —'less, 
aa., -'let n. [ME, f. OF rai, acc. of rais, 
f. L RADIUS ] 

ray2, v.i. & t. (Of light etc., or fig. of 
thought, hope, etc.) issue, come forth, or 

For pronunciation & hyphening of re- see 

re- 

off or out, in rays; radiate (t. & i.; poet.), 
[f. prec., or F rayer, f. L radiare (radius)] 

ray3, n. Kinds of large sea-fish allied to 
shark, with broad flat body, used as food, 
esp. the skate. [ME, f. OF raie f. L raia] 

ray*. See re1. 
ray'ah (ri'a), n. Non-Moslem subject of 
the Ottoman Empire, [f. Arab, ra'iyah 
flock (ra'a feed)] 

ray'on, n. Artificial silk made from cellu¬ 
lose. [P; arbitr. f. ray1] 

raze, rase (-z), v.t. Wound slightly, graze, 
(rare); erase, scratch out, (rare exc. fig. 
as — person’s name from remembrance); 
completely destroy, level with the ground, 
(town, house, walls, etc.; usu. to the 
ground). [ME rase (f. 16th c. raze) f. OF 
raser f. Rom. *rasare f. L radere ras- 
scrape] 

razee', n., & v.t. (hist.). Ship reduced in 
height by removal of upper deck(s); (vb) 
turn into a —. [f. F rasee fem. p.p. as 
prec. ] 

raz'or, n., & v.t. 1. Instrument used in 
shaving hair from skin (safety —, kinds 
with guard to obviate risk of gashing 
skin). 2. —-back, back sharp as —’s edge 
(often attrib., as ~-back whale or rorqual, 

— -back hill, etc.), whence — backED2 a.; 
— -bill, kinds of bird with — bill (bill 
shaped like —), whence — billED2 a.; 
—edge, keen edge, sharp mountain ridge, 
critical situation, sharp line of division 
(keep on the ~-edge of orthodoxy; be on a 
~-edge or — ’s edge, imit. Gk, be in great 
danger); ~-fish, -shell, kinds of bivalve 
with shell like handle of ordinary —; — 
-grinder, lit., !l also kinds of bird; — -strop. 
3. v.t. (rare). Use — upon, shave, cut 
down close. [ME, f. OF rasor (prec., 
-0R)]_ 

razz'ia, n. Raid, plundering or slave- 
-collecting expedition, esp. as carried out 
by African Mohammedans. [F, f. Alger¬ 
ian Arab, ghaziah (ghasw make war)] 

raz'zle(-daz'zle), n. (si.). Excitement, 
bustle, stir, spree; undulating merry-go- 
-round. [redupl. of dazzle] 

R-boat, n. Fast German motor mine¬ 
sweeper. [/( f. G rdumen to clear] 

re1 (ra), ray, n. Second note of octave ; 
(rare) note D, the second in natural scale 
of C major. [See gamut] 

re2, abl. of res. (As prep.) in the matter of 
(chiefly in legal & business use as first 
word of headline stating matter to be 
dealt with; also vulg. as substitute for 
aboxd, concerning, in ordinary use); re 
infic’ta, without having accomplished 
one’s object (esp. return re infecta). 

re- (see tPronunciation, “Hyphen, be¬ 
low), pref. f. L re-, red-, again, back, un-. 
Re- both forms part of large numbers of 
already compounded words borrowed f. 
L or Rom., & is treated as a living pref. 
In the latter capacity it may be prefixed 

re- ; for words in re- not given see re- 8, 9. 
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Deep narrow gorge. 
Hence —ed2 (-end') a. 
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for the occasion to any vb or vbl deriva- 
tive; this is esp. common in such phrr. as 
traverse & re-traverse = traverse again & 
again, reckoning & re-reckoning, transla¬ 
tion cfr re-translation; but many vbs etc. 
that originated as nonce-wds have be¬ 
come established, often with restriction 
to one or some only of the simple word’s 
senses; the more common or important 
words of this class, & others whose sim¬ 
plicity of meaning allows them to be 
grouped with it, are given with any neces¬ 
sary information under senses 8, 9, below. 
Those senses are the simple ones, found 
also in many of the wds compounded 
before being adopted by E ; but in others 
of the pre-E compds the sense of the pref. 
has been so developed as to be obscure or 
unrecognizable, & senses 1-7 are given as 
a rough classification. 
tPronunciation:—re in all wds (esp. all 
given under senses 8, 9) that are histori¬ 
cally, or are capable of being taken for, 
simple modifications of existing E wds 
by one of those senses (even when a 
similarly spelt compd exists in senses not 
capable of being so regarded; so recover= 
cover again, cf. recover1, recount=count 
again, cf. recount1, recreation second or 
new creation, cf. recreation in recreate 1); 
re before vowels, and before h (exc. in 
rehearse); re also in reflex, regress n., 
rescript, retail n.; re also in recalesce, 
recrudesce, regelate, & their deriw., & 
recantation, retardation, retractation, re¬ 
tractility : elsewhere, rl when the next 
syllable bears the word-accent (reflect', 
repos’itory), & otherwise r6 (recollect', 
rev'ocable). 

* ‘Hyphen:—The hyphen is often used 
when a writer wishes to mark the fact 
that he is using not a well-known compd 
vb, but re- as a living prefix (senses 8, 9) 
attached to a simple vb (re-pair = pair 
again, cf. repair mend); also usu. before 
e (re-emerge), & occas. before other vowels 
(re-assure, usu. reassure); also when the 
idea of repetition is to be emphasized, 
esp. in such phrr. as make <£- re-make. 

1-7 : Special senses chiefly in pre-E 
compds. 

1. In return, mutual(ly); react, recipro¬ 
cal, recompense, recrimination, rejoinder, 
remunerate, repartee, repay, requite, result, 
revenge, etc. 

2. Opposition: rebel, recalcitrant, re¬ 
cusant, reluctance, remonstrate, repugnant, 
resist, revolt, etc. 
3. Behind, after: relic, relinquish, relish, 

remain, remorse, rest3'4, etc. 
4. Retirement, secrecy: recluse, recon¬ 

dite, recourse, refuge, remote, repository, 
reticent, etc. 

5. Off, away, down: rebate, relax, re¬ 
lease, relegate, remiss, renounce, repress, 
repudiate, rescind, reside, resolve, retail, 
etc. 

6. Frequentative or intensive: redolent, 

redouble, redoubtable, redound, reduplicate, 
refine, refulgent, regard, rejoice, remark, 
renown, repine, repute, research, respect, 
resplendent, revere, revile, revolve, etc. 

7. Negative, un-: reproach, reproof, re¬ 
probate, resign, reveal. 

3, 9 : Ordinary senses as living prefix. 
8. Once more, again, anew, afresh, re¬ 

peated, (often with implication that 
previous doing etc. was deficient or 
erroneous or now requires alteration or 
improvement or renewal; many wds may 
be classed indifferently under 8 or 9); 
readdress' v.t., change address of (letter); 
readjust' v.t.; so readjustment n.; re¬ 
affirm' v.t.; so reaffirma'tion n.; re- 
appa'rel v.t.; reapprais’al n., second or 
fresh appraisal, revaluation; rearm' v.i. 
& t., provide (troops) with arms of new 
pattern, restore (country) to military 
strength; so rearm'ament n.; rearrange' 
v.t.; so rearrange'ment n.; reassert' v.t.; 
so reasser'lion n.; reassess’ v.t.; so re¬ 
assess'ment n.; reassign’ v.t.; rebaptize' 
v.t., lit., & fig. give new name to; so 
rebap'tism n.; rebirth' n., esp. fresh in¬ 
carnation; so reborn' p.p.; rebite' v.t., 
(defective parts of etched etc. plate with 
acid); rebuild' v.t.; recapitulate v.t., go 
over headings of, summarize, go quickly 
through again; so recapitula'tion n. (spec, 
in biol., reproduction in embryos of 
successive type-forms in line of develop¬ 
ment), recapit'ulative, recapitulatory, aa.; 
recast’ v.t., & n., (put into) new shape, 
improve(d) arrangement etc. (of); re- 
chri'sten v.t., = rebaptize above; reclothe' 
v.t.; recoal' v.t.; recoat' v.t., put new 
coat of paint on; recoin’ v.t.; so recoin'age 
n.; recol'onize v.t.; so recoloniza'turn n.; 
recol'our v.t.; recombine' v.t.; so recom¬ 
bination n.; recommence' v.t. & i.; so 
recommence'ment n.; recommit' v.t., esp. 
refer back (bill etc.) for further considera¬ 
tion to committee; so recommitment, re¬ 
committal, nn.; recompose' v.t.; rccom- 
pound' v.t.; reconsid'er v.t.; so recon¬ 
sideration n.; reconstituent a. & n., 
(remedy) that builds up strength or tissue 
anew; recon'stitute v.t., esp. piece together 
(past events) into an intelligible whole; so 
reconstitution n.; reconstruct’ v.t.; so 
reconstruction n., reconstructive a.; re- 
-count v.t., (esp. votes at election as 
security against error), & see recount1; 

so re-count n.; re-cov’er v.t., (esp. um¬ 
brellas etc.), & see recover1; recreate' 
v.t., create over again, & see recreate1; 

so recreation, & see in recreate1; 

redirect v.t., esp. = readdress above; 
so redirection n.; redistribute v.t.; so 
redistribution n., esp. of seats in Parlia¬ 
ment or voting-power in elections, 
redistrib'utive a.; redivide' v.t.; so re- 
divi'sion, n.; redo’ v.t.; redye' v.t.; re- 
-ed'it v.t.; so re-edition ij. ; re-enforce’ v.t. 
(cf. reinforce); re-en’gine v.t., supply 
(ship otc.) with new engino(s); re-exam'ine 
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v.t., esp. of opening side’s second exa¬ 
mination of witness after Qpponents’ 
cross-examination; so re-examina'tion 
n.; reface’ v.t., put new facing on 
(building); rcfa'shion v.t.; so refa'shion- 
ment n.; refit' v.t. & i., restore (ship) by, 
(of ship) undergo, renewal & repairs; so 
refit', refit’mcnt, nn.; refoot' v.t., supply 
new foot to (stocking); refurn'ish v.t.; 
regcn'esis n.; regroup' v.t.; rehan’dle v.t., 
esp. = recast above; rehang' v.t., (esp. 
pictures, curtains); rehash’ v.t., &n., (put) 
stale materials esp. of literary kind in new 
shape; rehear’ v.t., (case in lawcourt); 
rehear'ing n.; rehouse’ v.t., provide with 
new house(s); reincarn'ate v.t.; so re¬ 
incarnation n., entrance of the soul, after 
death, into another human (or animal) 
body, reincarn'ate (-at) a.; reink' v.t.; 
reinsure’ v.i. & t. (esp. of underwriter etc. 
devolving risk upon another); so re- 
insur'ance n.; reinter' v.t.; reinvest'1 (see 
also sense 9) v.t., shift (money) to other 
investment; so reinvest'ment n.; reiss'ue 
v.t.; so reiss'uaibleu. (esp. of bills or notes), 
reiss'ue n., esp. part of already published 
edition to be sold with change of form or 
price; reit'erale v.t., say or do over again 
or several times, repeat; so reiteration n., 
reit'erative a.; relab'el v.t.; relive' v.i. & 
t.; reload’ v.t.; remake’ v.t.; reman'1 (see 
also sense 9) v.t., equip with fresh men; 
remar’gin v.t., (esp. of secondhand book¬ 
seller repairing worn book); rema'rry v.i. 
& t.; so rema'rriage n.; remast' v.t.; re¬ 
mint’ v.t.; remod'el v.t.; remould’ v.t.; 
remount' (see also remount2) v.t., esp. 
provide with fresh horse etc.; rem’ount 
n., supply of fresh horses for regiment 
etc., fresh horse; rename’ v.t.; renum'ber 
v.t., esp. change numbers of series etc.; 
reorg'anize v.t.; so reorganization, re- 
org'anizer, nn.; repap'er v.t., repartition 
v.t.; repcruse' v.t.; so reperus'al n.; 
replant’ v.t.; so replanta'tion n.; repot’ 
v.t. (esp. plant into larger pot); reprint’ 
v.t.; rep'rint n., book, article, etc., re¬ 
printed; reproduce’ v.t. & i., esp. (trans.) 
produce copy or representation of, (intr.) 
multiply by generation; so reproduction 
n., reproduce'able, reprodu’cible, repro¬ 
ductive, aa., reproduc'tively adv., repro- 
duc'tiveness n.; reprovi’sion v.t.; repubL 
lish v.t. (esp. book etc.); so republication 
n.; reread’ v.t.; reseat' v.t., esp. provide 
church, theatre, etc., with fresh seats; 
reseek' v.t.; reset’ v.t. (esp. gems); resettle 
v.t.; so resettlement n.; reshape’ v.t.; 
reshuffle v.t. (esp. cards, also n.); resole' 
v.t.; respell' v.t., esp. spell phonetically; 
restamp' v.t.; restart’ v.t. & i., & n.; 
restate’ v.t., esp. put into more intelligible 
or convincing words; so rcslate'ment n.; 
restock’ v.t. & i., provide with or take in 
fresh stock; resumm’ons n., renewed legal 
summons; resurvey' v.t.; so rcsurv'ey n.; 

retasle' v.t.; retell' v.t.; retouch' v.t. (esp. 
composition, picture, etc.), & n.; retrim' 
v.t.; retry' v.t., = rehear above; so retri'al 
n.; returf' v.t.; reurge' v.t.; revac’cinale 
v.t.; so revaccina'tion n.; reval'ue v.t., 
assess value of anew; so revaluation n.; 
revictual v.t.; revis'it (often ri-) v.t.; re¬ 
word' v.t., change wording of; rewrite' v.t. 

9. Back, with return to previous state 
after lapse or cessation or occurrence of 
opposite state or action, (often corre¬ 
sponding to compounds in dis- or UN-; 
many words may be assigned indifferently 
to 9 or 8); reaffo'rest v.t.; so reafforesta¬ 
tion n.; rean'imate v.t.; so reanimation 
n.; reappear’ v.i.; so reappear’ance n.; 
reappoint’ v.t.; so reappoint'ment n.; re¬ 
arise' v.i.; rearouse' v.t.; reascend’ v.i. & 
t.; reassem'ble v.i. & t.; reassume' v.t. 
(now rare, ousted by resume); so re- 
assumption n.; reassure’ v.t., restore to 
confidence, dispel apprehensions of; so 
reassur'ing a. (of words, manner, etc.), 
reassur'ingly adv.; rebarb'arize v.t.; re¬ 
bind' v.t. (esp. book); recapture v.t.,&n.; 
re-cede’ v.t.; so re-ce'ssion n.; recharge' 
v.t.; re’charge n., amount of substance, 
actual piece, used in recharging; re- 
civ'ilize v.t.; so reciviliza’tion n.; recomL 
fort v.t.; reconduct' v.t.; recon'quer v.t.; 
so recon'quest n.; reconvert’ v.t.; so recon¬ 
version n.; recross' v.t.; redescend' v.i. & 
t.; redisco'ver v.t.: so redisco'very n.; 
re-elect' v.t.; so re-election n.; re-el’igible 
a.; re-embark' v.i. & t.; so re-embarka'tion 
n.; re-emerge' v.i.; so re-ewer'gence n., re- 
-emer’gent a.; re-ena'blev.t.; re-enact' v.t.; 
so re-enact'ment n.; re-enter v.i. & t. (part. 
occas.= re-entrant); re-en'trance n.; re- 
-estab'lish v.t.; so re-eslab'lishment n.; 
re-exist' v.i.; re-export' v.t.; re-ex'port n., 
commodity imported & then exported 
esp. without further manufacture; so 
re-exportation n.; refill' v.t.; refill n., 
= recharge above; refloat' v.t. (stranded 
ship); reflux n., backward flow; refo'rest 
v.t., turn into forest again; so reforesta¬ 
tion n.; refurn'ish v.t.; regerm'inate v.i.; 
so regermination n.; regild' v.t.; rehabilL 
Hate v.t., restore to privileges, reputation, 
or proper condition; so rehabilitation n.; 
rehum'anizc v.t.; reignile' v.t. & i.; 
reimport’ v.t., import (same goods) after 
exporting; so reim'port n.; reimpose' v.t.; 
so reimposition n.; reincorp’orate v.t.; 
reingra'tiale v.t.; reinsert' v.t.; so reinsert 
tion n.; reinvest'2 (see also sense 8) v.t., 
replace in office, with privilege; so re- 
inves'titure n.; reinvig’orate v.t.; so re- 
invigora’tion n.; rekin'die v.t. & i.; reline’ 
v.t., renew lining of (esp. garment); 
reman'2 (see also sense 8) v.t., restore to 
manhood or courage; remigrate' v.i., esp. 
return after migrating; so remigration 
n.; reocc'upy v.t.; so reoccupa'tion n.; 
reop'en v.t. & i.; repag'anize v.t.; repaint' 

For pronunciation & hyphening of re- see re- ; for words in re- not given see re- 8, 9. 
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v.t., restore paint or colouring of; repass' 
v.t. & i., esp. pass again on way back; so 
repass'age n.; repeo'ple v.t.; repcrcu'ssion 
n., echo, recoil after impact, indirect 
effect or reaction of event or act; so 
repercuss'ive a.; repiece' v.t., put pieces 
of together again, reconstruct; repoint' 
v.t. (joints of masonry); repot'ish v.t.; 
repop'ulate v.t.; repossess' v.t.; so re- 
posse’ssion n.; repurchase v.t., & n.; 
repur'ify v.t.; requick'en v.t.; resad'dle 
v.t. & abs.; resale' n., esp. sale of tiling 
bought; so resal'able a.; reseize' v.t.; so 
reseiz'ure n.; resell' v.t., esp. sell after 
buying; reship' v.t. & i., put, go, on board 
ship again; so reship’ment n.; restuff' 
v.t.; retake’ v.t.; ret'ake n. (cinemat.), a 
second photograph(ing) of a scene; 
retransfer' v.t.; so retrans'fer n.; retrans¬ 
form' v.t.; retranslate’ v.t. (esp. back into 
the original language); so retransla'tion 
n.; retread' v.t.; reunite' v.t. & i.; revital¬ 
ize v.t.; rewin' v.t. 

’re, colloq. abbr. of are appended to we, 
you, & they (we’re, you’re, they’re). 

reachl, v.t. & i. 1. Stretch out, extend, (t. 
& i.; often out etc.; ~ed out his hand, its 
branches; a dominion ~ing from the Ebro 
to the Carpathians). 2. Stretch out the 
hand etc., make ~ing motion or effort 
lit. or fig., (you must ~ out further-, mind 
~es forward to an ideal; ship ~es ahead in 
race). 3. Get as far as, attain to, arrive at, 
(specified point or object of destination; 
also abs.), succeed in affecting, either 
simply or with the hand or instrument 
or missile or influence, (~ bottom1; ~ed 
land-, could not ~ his enemy, esp. in 
fencing, boxing; how is her conscience to 
be ~ed ?; libels that the ordinary law ~es; 
the steps by which you ~ the entrance; your 
letter ~ed me today; every syllable ~ed the 
audience-, has ~ed middle age, its eighth 
edition; cannot — so high, far enough, 
down, up to it, etc.; as far as eye could ~; 
my income will not ~ to it). 4. Hand, pass 
or take with outstretched hand, (~ed him 
the book-, ~ed down his hat). 5. (naut.). 
Sail with the wind abeam. 6. II ~-me- 
-down a. & n. (si.), ready-made (garment). 
Hence ~'able a. [OE reecan, MDu., 
MLG reiken, OHG reichen f. WG *raik- 
j an] 

reach3, n. 1. Act of reaching out. 2. Ex¬ 
tent to which hand etc. can be reached 
out, influence bo exerted, motion be 
carried out, or mental powers be used, 
range, scope, compass, (within, above, out 
of, beyond, one’s ~, possible, impossible, 
of attainment or performance; has a wide 
~; within easy ~ of the railway; no help 
was within ~). 3. Continuous extent, esp. 
part of river that can be looked along 
at once between two bends. 4. (naut.). 
Length of tack. [f. prec. ] 

react', v.i. 1. Produce reciprocal or 
responsive effect, act upon the agent, 
(they ~ upon each other; tyranny ~s upon 

the tyrant, has effects upon him as well as 
upon his victims); (chem., of substance 
applied to another) call out activity, 
cause manifestation, (nitrous oxide ~s 
upon the metal). 2. Respond to stimulus, 
undergo change due to some influence. 
3. (mil.). Make counter-attack(s). 4. Be 
actuated by repulsion against, tend in 
reverse or backward direction. Hence 
reac'tivE a., reactxv'iTY n., rf:ac'tOR n., 
atomic pile3 (also nuclear ~or), [re- 1] 

reac'tance, n. (electr.). That component 
of the impedance of an alternating- 
-current circuit due to capacitance or 
inductance or both. [f. prec., -ance] 

reac'tion, n. 1. Responsive or reciprocal 
action (esp. action & ~); (chem.) action 
set up by one substance in another; 
chain 2. Response of organ etc. to 
external stimulus; responsive feeling 
(what was his ~ to this news ?); immediate 
or first impression. 3. Return of previous 
condition after interval of opposite (e.g. 
glow felt after cold bath, depression after 
excitement). 4. (mil.). Counter-stroke. 
5. Retrograde tendency esp. in politics, 
whence ~ary1 (-sho-) a. & ( = ~ary per¬ 
son) n., ~ist(2) (-sho-) n. & a. 6. (radio). 
Method by which weak signals are 
strengthened. [RE- 1 ] 

reac'tiv|ate, v.t. Restore to a state of 
activity. Hence ~a'tion n. [re-8) 

read (red), v.t. & i. (read, pr. r8d), & n. 
1. Interpret mentally, declare interpreta¬ 
tion or coming development of, divine, 
(~ dream, riddle, omen, futurity, men’s 
hearts or thoughts or faces; ~ person’s 
hand, as palmist; ~ the sky, as astrologist 
or meteorologist). 2. (Be able to) convert 
into the intended words or meaning 
(written or printed or other symbols or 
things expressed by their means, or abs.; 

or can ~ hieroglyphs, shorthand, the 
clock, the Morse system, music, several 
languages; does not ~ or write). 3. Repro¬ 
duce mentally or (often aloud, out, off, 
etc., or with ind. obj.) vocally, while 
following their symbols with eyes or 
fingers, the words of (author, book, tale, 
letter, etc., or abs.; often over, through, 
advv.; ~s well, with good intonation etc., 
expressively; was ~ ingPlato; ~ it through 
six times; does he preach extempore or~?; 
have no time to ~ ; the Bible is the most ~ of 
all books; ~ one a lesson, admonish him; 
the Bill was ~ for the first etc. time, was 
allowed its first etc. reading ; invalid is 
~ to for several hours daily; seldom ~s 
French, anything written in it). 4. Study 
(t. & i.) by ~ing (often up; is ~ing law; 
shall not ~ for honours; || ~ing man, who 
devotes most of his time to study; has ~ 
much); (p.p. in active sense as adj. with 
well, deeply, slightly, little, etc.) versed in 
subject by ~ing, acquainted with litera¬ 
ture. 5. Find (thing) stated, find state¬ 
ment, in print etc. (revenge, we ~, is wild 
justice; I have ~ somewhere that . . ., have 



readable 1028 

~ of it). 6. Interpret (statement, action) 
in certain sense (may be ~ several ways; 
my silence is not to be ~ as consent). 
7. Assume as intended in or deducible 
from writer’s words, find implications, 
(you ~ too much into the text; in their pleas 
for reform I ~ Protection; ~ between the 
lines, search for or discover hidden mean¬ 
ings). 8. (Of editor or text) give as the 
word(s) probably used by author (Bentley 
~s peraeque; also joc. in correcting state¬ 
ments, as for white ~ black, & the 
account may be accepted). 9. Bring into 
specified state by ~ing (~ me to sleep, 
himself stupid, hoarse, etc.; II ~ oneself in, 
of incumbent, enter upon office by public 
reading of xxxix articles etc.). 10. (Of 
recording instrument) present (figure etc.) 
to one ~ing it (thermometer ~s 33°). 
11. Sound or affect hearer or reader well, 
ill, etc., when ~ (play ~s better than it 
acts; ~s like a threat, translation, etc.). 
12. n. Time spent in ~ing (have a short, 
long, good, quiet, ~). [OE reedan consider, 
discern, = OS rddan, OHG ratan, ON 
rdtha, Goth, -redan f. Gmc *reedhan) 

read'ab|le, a. Capable of being read with 
pleasure or interest; (rare) legible. Hence 
readami/iTY, ~leNESS, nn., ~ly2 adv. 
[-ABLE] 

readdress. See re- 8. 
read'er, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
person employed by publisher to read & 
report on offered MSS.; printer’s proof- 
-corrector; person appointed to read 
aloud, esp. (often lay~) parts of service in 
church; || higher grade of lecturer in some 
universities etc. (~ in Roman law etc.); 
book of selections for use by students of a 
language etc. Hence ~ship n. [-er1] 

rea'dily (r8d-), adv. Without showing re¬ 
luctance, willingly; without difficulty (the 
facts may ~ be ascertained), [ready, -ly2] 

rea'diness (red-), n. Prompt compliance, 
willingness; facility, prompt resourceful¬ 
ness, quickness in argument or action; 
ready or prepared state (all is in ~). 
[ready, -ness] 

read'ing, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
literary knowledge (a man of vast ~); 
first, second, third, ~, successive occasions 
on which Bill must have been presented 
for acceptance to each House before it is 
ready for royal assent (first ~, permitting 
introduction; second, approving general 
principle; third, accepting details as 
amended in committee); entertainment 
at which something is read to audience 
(II penny ~, formerly for poor of parish 
etc.); word(s) read or given by an editor 
or found in text of a passage (the right, 
true, best, MS., etc., ~; various ~s); 
(specified quality of) matter to be read (is 
good, dull, ~; there is plenty of ~ in it); 
figure etc. shown by graduated instrument 
(40° difference between day & night ~s); 

For pronunciation & hyphening of re- 

real 

interpretation, view taken, rendering, 
(what is your ~ of the facts ?; his ~ of logo 
was generally condemned); ~-desk, for 
supporting book etc., lectern; ~-room, in 
club, library, etc. for persons wishing to 
read, [-ing1] 

readjust etc. See re- 8. 
rea'dy (r8d-), a., adv., n., & v.t. 1. With 
preparations complete, in fit state, with 
resolution nerved, willing, apt, inclined, 
about to, prompt, quick, facile, provided 
beforehand, within reach, easily secured, 
unreluctant, easy, fit for immediate use, 
(Are you Go!, formula for starting 
race; ~, present, fire, successive orders, 
the first = make rifle ~; dinner is ~; are 
~ to march; am ~ to risk my life; is too ~ 
to suspect; was ~ to swear with rage; a 
bud just ~ to burst; is ~ for death; the ~ 
ministers of vengeance; is very~ at excuses, 
has a ~ pen, wit, whence ~-wittED2 a., 
etc.; gave a ~ consent; found ~ accep¬ 
tance ; its ~ solubility in water; found an 
instrument ~ to hand, a ~ source of 
revenue; the readiest way to do it; make ~, 
prepare i. & t., as they made ~ for the 
attempt or to fight, or made everything ~; 
~ money, actual coin, also payment on 
the spot); ~ reckoner, book of ~ -reckoned 
(see adv.) computations of kind com¬ 
monly wanted in business. 2. adv. 
(chiefly with p.p., usu. hyphened, prop, a 
pred. use of adj.). Beforehand, so as not 
to require doing when the time comes, 
(please pack everything ~; boxes are ~ 
packed or packed ~; ~-built houses; ~- 
-made clothes, made in standard shapes & 
sizes, not to customer’s individual meas¬ 
ure; ~-made shop, selling these); (rare 
exc. in comp. & superl.) quickly (the child 
that answers readiest). 3. n. Position in 
which rifle is held before the present (come 
to the ~ etc.); (si.) ~ money (■planked 
down the ~). 4. v.t. Make ~, prepare. 
[ME r&di(g), re(a)di, f. OE r&de + -Y2, 
f. Gmc *raidh- put in order, prepare; cf. 
OHG bireiti (G bereit) prepared] 

reaffirm etc., see re- 8; reafforest etc., 
RE- 9. 

rea'gency, n. Reactive power or opera¬ 
tion (see REACT). 

rea'gent, n. (Chem.) substance used to 
detect presence of another by reaction ; 
reactive substance or force (see react). 

re'al1 (re-, ra-), n. Former silver coin & 
money of account used in Spain and 
Spanish-speaking countries (the ~ de 
plala being worth d., and the ~ de 
vellon, of base metal, 2id.). [Sp., n. use 
of adj. f. L regalis regal] 

re’al2, a. 1. Actually existing as a thing 
or occurring in fact, objective, genuine, 
rightly so called, natural, sincere, not 
merely apparent or nominal or supposed 
or pretended or artificial or hypocritical 
or affected, (~ money, coin, cash; the ~ 

see re- ; for words in re- not given see re- 8, 9. 
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presence, of Christ’s body & blood in the 
Eucharist as disputed by theologians; a 
~ object cfr its image, — <£• paper roses; 
effected a — cure; should like a — fine 
day; — life, that lived by actual people, 
opp. fictitious & dramatic imitations; 
there is no — doubt about it; who is the — 
manager ?; is a — man, unaffected, also 
worthy of the name; the — thing, not a 
makeshift or inferior article). 2. (law; cf. 
personal). Consisting of immovable pro¬ 
perty such as lands or houses (esp. ~ 
estate). 3. (philos.). Having an absolute 
& necessary & not merely contingent 
existence. 4. abs. The —, what is ~, esp. 
opp. the ideal (also rarely as n. with pi. 
= ~ thing, as I deal only with —s). [f. OF 
real, reel, or LL realis (res thing, -al)] 

real'gar, n. Disulphide of arsenic, red 
arsenic, red orpiment, used as pigment & 
in fireworks. [ME, f. med. L, f. Arab, rehj 
olghdr powder of the cave] 

re'al|ism, n. 1. Scholastic doctrine that 
universals or general ideas have objective 
existence (cf. nominalism, conceptualism). 
2. Belief that matter as object of percep¬ 
tion has real existence (cf. idealism). 
3. Practice of regarding things in their 
true nature & dealing with them as they 
are, freedom from prejudice & convention, 
practical views & policy, (cf. idealism). 
4. Fidelity of representation, truth to 
nature, insistence upon details. So~ist(2) 

n. & a.,~is'tic a.,~is'tiCALLY adv. [-ism] 

real'ity, n. Property of being real; re¬ 
semblance to original (reproduced with 
startling —); real existence, what is real, 
what underlies appearances, (in—, in fact, 
opp. in words, in appearance, etc.); 
existent thing; real nature of. [f. med. L 
realitas, or F realite (real2, -ty)] 

re'alizje, -is|e (-iz), v.t. 1. Convert (hope, 
plan, etc.) into fact (usu. pass.). 2. Give 
apparent reality to, make realistic, 
present as real, (these details help to —e the 
scene); conceive as real, apprehend clearly 
or in detail (noun, that, how, etc.). 3. Con¬ 
vert (securities, property) into money 
(often abs., = sell one’s property); amass 
(fortune, specified profit); fetch as price. 
Hence ~able a.,~a'tion n. [-ize, after F 
realiser] 

really (ri'ali), adv. In fact, in reality, 
(often ~ & truly); positively, indeed, I 
assure you, I mean what I say, I protest; 

do you mean it?, is that so? [ME, 
after med. L realiter; see -ly2] 

realm (rebn), n. Kingdom (chiefly rhet., 
& in some legal plirr., as the laws of the —, 
persons who are out of the ~); sphere, 
province, domain, (the—s of fancy, poetry, 
etc.). [ME, f. OF realme, reaume, f. L 
regiminem regimen infl. by reial royal] 

real-politik (raahl' pdlltek'), n. Policy 
of placing the material greatness and 
success of one’s own nation before all 
other considerations. [G] 

•re'altdi’, n. Real-estate agent (prop, one 

rear-vault 

who is a member or affiliated member of 
the National Association of Real Estate 
Boards). [U.S., f. foil.+-0R] 

re'alty, n. Real estate (cf. personalty). 
[-’LY ] 

ream1, n. Twenty quires or 480 sheets 
of paper (often 500, to allow for waste; 
printers’ —, 510); (often pi.) large quantity 
of paper (wrote —s A- ~s of verse). [ME 
rem (= OF rayme, reyme), rim (= Du. 
riem), ult. f. Arab, rizmah bundle (cf. It. 
risma) ] 

ream2, v.t. Widen (hole in metal) with 
borer or ~'er1(2) n.; turn over edge of 
(cartridge-case etc.); (naut.) open (seam) 
for caidking. [19th c., of obsc. orig. ] 

II ream3, n. (dial., esp. SW. Eng.). Raw 
cream. [OE ream, MHG roum, G rahm] 

reanimate etc. See re- 9. 
reap, v.i. & t. Cut (grain or similar crop), 
cut grain etc., with sickle in harvest; 
gather in thus or with machine or fig. as 
harvest (~ as one has sown, sow wind & — 
whirlwind, — the fruits of, take conse¬ 
quences of one’s actions; ~ where one has 
not sown, profit by others’ toil); harvest 
crop of (field etc.); —ing-hook, sickle; 
—ing-machine, for cutting grain & often 
binding sheaves -without manual labour. 
Hence ~'er1(1, 2) n. [OE ripan, reopan, 
excl. E] 

reapparel, see re- 8; reappear etc., re¬ 

appoint etc., re- 9; reappraisal, re- 8. 
rear1, n. Hindermost part of army or 
fleet (hang on the —, of, follow with view 
to attacking); back of, space behind, 
position at back of, army or camp or 
person (bring, close, up the come last; 
take enemy in —, attack from behind; saw 
them far in the —, behind; was sent to the — 
for safety); back part of anything (at the 
— of, behind); II (colloq.) water-closet or 
latrine; ~-, ~ attrib., hinder, back-; so 
'—'’most a.; ~-admiral, flag-officer below 
vice-admiral; guard, body of troops 
detached to protect ~ esp. in retreats 
(—guard action, engagement between — 
guard & enemy); —'ward n. [f. AF rere- 
warde = ~guard], ~ (esp. in prep, phrr., 
as to —ward of, in the —ward); --’ward 
a. & adv., —’wards adv., towards the ~ 
[-ward(s)]. [aphetic f. arrear] 

rear2, v.t. & i. 1. Raise, set upright, build, 
uplift, hold upwards, (rhet.; ~ a pillar, 
cathedral, etc.; —ed his mighty stature; 
— one’s head, one’s voice, a hand, etc.). 
2. Raise, bring up, breed, foster, nourish, 
educate, cultivate, grow, (cattle, game, 
children, crops, etc.). 3. (Of horse etc.; 
intr. & rarely refl.) rise, raise itself, on hind 
legs. Hence ~'er1 n. [OE rieran, = ON 
reisa, Goth, -raisjan; see raise] 

rear-arch, rere-, n. Inner arch of 
window or door opening distinct from the 
outer. 

rearise, see re- 9; rearm etc., re- 8; re¬ 

arouse, re- 9; rearrange etc., re- 8. 
rear-vault, n. Vault between arched 
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window or door head and arch in inner 
face of wall, 

reascend. See he- 9. 
reas'on1 (-z-), n. 1. (Fact adduced or 
serving as) argument, motive, cause, or 
justification (give ~s for; -prove with ~s; 
the woman’s repetition of fact as its own 
explanation, as in I love him because I love 
him-, for no other ~ than that I forgot, 
but this-, there is no ~ to suppose; ~ of 
State, political justification esp. for im¬ 
moral proceeding; fhe~ of your isolation, 
of eclipses, is that —; failed by ~ of its bad 
organization; there was ~ to believe; I saw 
~ to suspect him; he complains with ~, not 
unjustifiably). 2. (log.). One of premisses 
of syllogism, esp. minor premiss when 
given after conclusion. 3. The intellectual 
faculty characteristic esp. of human 
beings by which conclusions are drawn 
from premisses (whether dogs have ~ is 
really a question of definition; there can be 
no opposition between ~ & common sense). 
4. Intellect personified (God & ~ are 
identical); (as transl. of G Vernunfl in 
Kant) faculty transcending the under¬ 
standing (Verstand) & providing a priori 
principles, intuition. 5. Sanity (has lost 
his, is restored to, ~). 6. Sense, sensible 
conduct, what is right or practical or 
practicable, moderation, (without rhyme 
or bring to ~, induce to cease from 
vain resistance; will do anything in ~, 
within the bounds of moderation; it 
stands to ~, cannot be denied without 
paradox, would be generally admitted; 
hear or listen to ~, suffer oneself to be per¬ 
suaded; as ~ was, as good sense bade; 
have ~, arch, or transl. of F, be right; 
there is ~ in what you say). Hence ~less 
a. [ME, f. OF raisun f. L ralionem (reri 
rat- consider, -ion)] 

reas'on2 (-z-), v.i. & t. 1. Use argument 
with person by way of persuasion. 2. 
Form or try to reach conclusions by con¬ 
nected thought silent or expressed (from 
premisses; about, of, upon, subject), 
whence ~er1 n.; discuss uthat, whether, 
why, etc.; conclude, assume as step in 
argument, say by way of argument, that 
(or parenth.). 3. Express in logical or 
argumentative form (a ~ed exposition, 
manifesto, article; ~ed amendment, in 
which reasons are embodied with a view 
to directing course of debate). 4. Per¬ 
suade by argument out of, into (tried to ~ 
him out of his fears; ~ed himself into 
perplexity). 5. Think out (consequences 
etc.). Hence -“ING’G) n. [ME, f. OF 
raisoner f. Rom. "rationare (prec.)] 

reas'onab|le (-z-), a. 1. Endowed with 
reason, reasoning, (rare). 2. Sound of 
judgement, sensible, moderate, not 
expecting too much, ready to listen to 
reason. 3. Agreeable to roason, not 
absurd, within the limits of reason, not 

greatly less or more than might be 
expected, inexpensive, not extortionate, 
tolerable, fair. Hence ~leNESS n., ~ly2 
adv. [ME, f. OF raisonable (reason1, 
-able), after L ralionabilis] 

reassemble, see re- 9; reassert, re¬ 
assess etc., reassign, re- 8; reassume 
etc., reassure etc., re- 9. 

Reaumur (see Ap.), n. Name of French 
physicist appended (abbr. R.) to readings 
of the thermometer introduced by him 
with freezing-point 0° & boiling-point 80° 
(a temperature of more than 55° R. or ~). 
[F] 

II reave, reive, (rev), v.i. & t. (arch., 
poet.; rift). Commit ravages (usu. reive), 
whence reiv'ER1 (rev-) n.; forcibly 
deprive of (esp. in p.p.); take by force, 
carry off, (away, from). [OE reafian, OS 
robon, OHG roubdn, Goth, -raubon f. 
Gmc *raubhojan] 

rebaptize etc., see re- 8; rebarbarize, 
RE- 9. 

rebSrb'ative, a. Repellent, unattractive. 
[f. F rebarbatif, -ive f. barbe beard] 

II rebate'1, v.t. (arch.). Diminish, reduce 
force or effect of; blunt, dull. [f. OF 
rabattre (re- 5, abate)] 

reb'ate2 (also ribat'), n. Deduction from 
sum to be paid, discount, drawback, [f. 
F rabat (prec.)] 

rebate3 (rab'it, ribat'), n.,& v.t. = rabbet. 
reb'ec(k), n. Medieval three-stringed in¬ 
strument, early form of fiddle, [f. F 
rebec var. of OF rebebe f. Arab, rebab] 

reb'el1, n. Person who rises in arms 
against, resists, or refuses allegiance to, 
the established government; person or 
thing that resists authority or control; 
(attrib.) rebellious, of ~s, in rebellion, 
[orig. a & n.; the pred. a. use now obs.; 
f. ME, f. OF rebelle f. L rebellis (RE- 2, 
bellum war)] 

rebel'2, v.i. (-11-). Act as rebel (against); 
feel or manifest repugnance to some 
custom etc. (against). [ME, f. OF rebeller 
f. L re(bellare make war), revolt, RE- 2] 

rebellion (-lyon), n. Organized armed 
resistance to established government (the 
Great R~, period of English history 1642- 
-60); open resistance to any authority. 
[ME, f. OF f. L rebellionem (rebel1, -ion)] 

rebell'ious (-lyus), a. In rebellion, dis¬ 
posed to rebel, insubordinate, defying 
lawful authority; (of diseases, tilings) dif¬ 
ficult to treat, unmanageable, refractory. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [as rebel1 or 
prec. +-0US] 

rebell'ow (-6), v.i. & t. (poet.). Re-echo 
loudly, [re- 6; after L re(boare bellow), 
re- 6] 

rebind, see re- 9; rebirth etc., rebite, 
RE- 8. 

reb'oant, a. (poet.). Rebellowing, re¬ 
sounding, re-echoing, [f. L reboare re¬ 
bellow, -ant] 

For pronunciation & hyphening of re- see re- ; for words in re- not given see re- 8, 9. 
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rebound'1, v.i. Spring back after impact; 
have reactive effect, recoil upon agent, 
(our evil example will ~ upon ourselves). 
[ME, f. OF rebonder (re- 1, bound3)] 

rebound'2, n. Act of rebounding, recoil; 
reaction after emotion (take one on or at 
the ~, utilize such reaction to persuade 
him to contrary action etc.), [f. prec. ] 

rebuff', n., & v.t. I. Check given to ono 
who makes advances, proffers help or 
sympathy, shows interest or curiosity, 
makes request, etc., repulse, snub. 2. v.t. 
Give ~ to. [f. obs. F rebuffe(r) f. It. 
rabbuffo, rabbuffare, (re- 2, buffo puli)] 

rebuild. See re- 8. 

rebuk|e', v.t., & n. I. Reprove, repri¬ 
mand, censure authoritatively; hence 
~'ingLY2 adv. 2. n. ~ing or being ~ed; 
a reproof. [ME, f. ONF re(buker — OF 
bucher beat), RE- 5 ] 

reb'us, n. Enigmatic representation of 
name, word, etc., by pictures etc. suggest¬ 
ing its syllables, [prob. = abb pi. of L res 
thing; origin of sense (in F & E) doubt¬ 
ful] 

rebut', v.t. (-tt-). Force or turn back, give 
check to; refute, disprove, (evidence, 
charge), whence ~t'AL(2), ~ment, ~t'ER* 
(see surrebut), nn. [f. OF re(buter butt4), 
re- 9] 

recal'citrjate, v.i. Kick against or at 
rules etc., refuse compliance, be refrac¬ 
tory. So ~ANT(1) a. & n., ~ANCE, ~A'TION, 
nn. [f. L re(calcitrare strike with heel f. 
calx -cis heel), RE- 2, -ate3] 

recal|esce', v.i. Grow hot again (esp. 
in techn. use of iron allowed to cool from 
white heat, which recovers heat at certain 
point for short time). Hence ~es'cENCE 
n. [f. L re(calescere grow hot), re- 9] 

recall'1 (-awl), v.t. Summon back from 
a place or from different occupation, in¬ 
attention, digression, etc.; cancel appoint¬ 
ment of (official sent to distance, esp. 
overseas); bring back to memory, serve 
as reminder of, recollect, remember; 
revive, resuscitate; revoke, annul, (ac¬ 
tion, decision), take back (gift). Hence 
~ABLE a. [RE- 9] 

recall'2 (-awl), n. Summons to come back; 
cancelling of appointment abroad; signal 
to ship etc. to return; possibility of 
recalling esp. in sense of annulling (esp. 
beyond, past, ~). [RE- 9] 

recant', v.t. & i. Withdraw & renounce 
(opinion, statement, etc.) as erroneous or 
heretical; disavow former opinion, esp. 
with public confession of error. Hence 
recantA'TiON n. [f. L re(cantare sing) 
revoke, re- 7] 

re'eap, v.t. & n. (colloq.). Recapitulate; 
(n.) recapitulation, [abbr.] 

recapitulate etc., see re- 8; recapture, 
re- 9; recast, re- 8. 

recce (rok'i), n. (mil. si.). Reconnaissance, 
[abbr. ] 

recede', v.i. Go or shrink back or farther 
off; be left by observer’s motion at in¬ 

receive 
creasing distance; slope backwards; with¬ 
draw (from engagement, opinion, etc.); 
decline in character or value, [f. L re(ce- 
dere go), re- 5] 

receipt' (-set), n., & v.t. 1. = recipe. 

2. Amount of money received. 3. Fact or 
action of receiving or being received into 
person’s hands or possession (on ~ of a 
postal order for 10J- the goods will be sent; 
beg to acknowledge ~ of your book-, en¬ 
trusted with the ~ of subscriptions); writ¬ 
ten acknowledgement of such ~ esp. of 
payment of sum due. 4. (arch.). Place 
where money is officially received, esp. ~ 
of custom, custom-house. 5. v.t. Write 
or print ~ on (bill). [ME receit f. ONF 
receite f. L recepta fern. p.p. of rccipere 
receive w. -p- inserted on L] 

receive' (-sev), v.t. 1. Accept delivery of, 
take (proffered thing) into one’s hands or 
possession, (Lord, ~ my soul, dying man’s 
prayer; ~ stolen goods, as thief’s accom¬ 
plice ; ~ person’s confession, oath, consent 
to hear; ~ a petition, take it to consider; 
~ the sacraments, eat & drink the bread & 
wine, also abs., as attend without receiving). 
2. Bear up against, stand force or weight 
of, encounter with opposition, (~d his 
body in their hands-, arch ~s weight of 
roof-, the sivord-point with his shield; 
prepare to ~ cavalry, order to infantry). 
3. Admit, consent or prove able to hold, 
provide accommodation for, submit to, 
serve as receptacle of, (had to ~ the visits, 
oitentions, of-, ~ an impression, stamp, 
mark, etc., be marked lit. or fig. more or 
less permanently with it; sensitive paper 
- ‘S the record of signals; the basin that <~d 
his blood; the house ~d a new guest; hole 
large enough to ~ two men; fitted to ~ the 
knowledge of God; has ~d our yoke; town 
~s a French garrison-, was ~d into the 
Church, admitted to membership). 4. 

Entertain as guest, greet, welcome, give 
specified reception to, (shall not be ~d at 
my house-, he that ~th me ~th him that 
sent me; you stay here <£• ~ him; how did 
she ~ his offer?; was ~d with cries of 
Judas; news was ~d with horror; I ~ it as 
certain, as a prophecy, regard it in that 
light); (abs.) ~ company, hold reception. 
5. Give credit to, accept as true, (an 
axiom universally ~d; they ~ not our 
report), whence receivED' (-sevd') a. (~d 
pronunciation, abbr. R.P., form of speech 
used, with local variations, by the major¬ 
ity of cultured people). 6. Acquire, get, 
come by, be given or provided with, have 
sent to or conferred or inflicted on one, 
(have not yet my dividend; ~ a letter, 
news; a ivindow that has not ~d a frame; 
~ the name of John; ~ Christ in baptism, 
have Christian character conferred; 
pleasant to ~ sympathy; deserves more 
attent ion than it ; ~ orders to march; 
many insults, a thrust, a broken jaio, the 
contents of his pistol); partake of. Hence 
receiv'ABLE (-sev-) a. [ME, f. ONF 



receiver 

receivre f. L re(cipere = capere take) 
recover, re- 9] 

receiv'er (-sew-), n. In vbl senses, esp.: 
person appointed by court’s receiving- 
-order to administer property of bankrupt 
or property under litigation, whence ~- 
smr n.; person who receives stolen goods, 
fence; receptacle etc. for receiving some¬ 
thing in machine or instrument, esp. 
earpiece of telephone; apparatus for 
transforming broadcast waves into sound 
or light, wireless receiving-set. [ME, f. 
AF *receivere, -our; later, prec. +-ER1] 

recen'sion (-shn), n. Revision of, revised, 
text. [f. L rccensio f. re(censcre review), 
r.E- 8] 

re'cent, a. Not long past, that happened 
or existed lately, late; not long estab¬ 
lished, lately begun, modern. Hence 
re'cENCY n., ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L 
recens -enlis or F recent] 

recep'tacle, n. Containing vessel, place, 
or space; (bot.) common base of floral 
organs, axis of cluster. [ME, f. OF, or L 
receptaculum (recept- p.p. st. of recipere 
RECEIVE)] 

recep'tion, n. 1. Receiving or being 
received (rare in gen. sense); receiving 
esp. of person, being received, into a 
place or company (the rooms were pre¬ 
pared for his ~; was honoured by ~ into 
the Academy; II ~ order, authorizing ~ of 
lunatic in asylum). 2. Formal or cere¬ 
monious welcome (the ~ of the delegates is 
arranged for Monday next)-, occasion of 
receiving guests, assembly held for this 
purpose, (after the review there ivill be a ~; 
-—room, available for receiving company, 
esp. opp. bedroom). 3. Receiving of ideas 
or impressions into the mind (has a great 
faculty of ~, but little originative pcnver); 
(rare) mental acceptance, recognition of 
something as true or advisable, (the 
general ~ of the Newtonian hypothesis). 
4. Welcome or greeting of specified kind, 
demonstration of feeling towards person 
or project, (warm ~, vigorous resistance 
or enthusiastic welcome; his ~ was frigid, 
all that he could desire; proposal, book, had 
a favourable ~). 5. Receiving of wireless 
signals, or the efficiency with which they 
are received. Hence ~ist (3) (-sho-) n., 
person employed by photographer, den¬ 
tist, etc., to receive clients. [ME, f. OF, or 
f. L receptio (as prec., -ion)] 

recep'tive, a. Able or quick to receive 
impressions or ideas (a mind more ~ than 
retentive or creative); (rare) concerned 
with receiving. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness, 

receptiv'iTY, nn. [f. med. L receptivus 
(as prec., -rvE)] 

recess', n., & v.t. & i. 1. Temporary 
cessation from work, vacation, esp. of 
Parliament; receding of water, land, 
glacier, etc., from previous limit, amount 
by which it recedes, recession, (rare); 

reciprocate 

retired or secret place (in the inmost ~es of 
the Alps, of the heart)-, receding part of 
mountain chain etc., niche or alcove 
of wall; (anat.) fold or indentation in 
organ. 2. vb. Place in a ~, set back; 
provide with ~(es); *(v.i.) take a ~, 
adjourn, [f. L recessus (recess- p.p. st. of 
RECEDEre)] 

rece'ssion (-shn), n. Receding, with¬ 
drawal, from a place or point; receding 
part of object, recess; *slump in trade. 
So recess'lVE a. & n., (also, Mendelism, 
of a) characteristic appearing in the 
second or later generation of hybrids, in¬ 
herited from one of the original parents 
but suppressed in the first generation (cf. 
dominant), [f. L recessio (as prec., -ion)] 

rece'ssional (-sho-), a. & n. ~ hymn or~, 
hymn sung while clergy & choir withdraw 
after service; of the parliamentary recess. 
[-At] 

Rech'abite (-k-), n. Total abstainer. 
[Rechab, see Jer. xxxv. 6, -ite'(I)] 

recharge. See re- 9. 
rechauffe (rlshof'a, & see Ap.), n. 
Warmed-up dish; rehash (re- 8). [F ] 

recherche (resharsh'a, & see Ap.), a. 
Devised or got with care or difficulty, 
choice, far-fetched, thought out, (esp. of 
meals or words). [F] 

rechristen. See re- 8. 
recid'iv|ist, n. One who relapses into 
crime. So ~ism n. [f. F recidivisle f. L 
reddivus f. re(cidere = cadere fall), re- 9, 

-rvE, -1ST] 
re'eipe, n. Medical prescription or remedy 
prepared from it; statement of ingredi¬ 
ents & procedure for preparing dish etc.; 
expedient, nostrum, device for effecting 
something. [2nd sing, imperat. as used 
(abbr. R,.) in prescriptions of L recipere 
RECEIVE ] 

recip'ilent, a. & n. 1. Receptive, whence 
~ency n. 2. n. Person who receives some¬ 
thing. [f. L recipere receive, -ent] 

reciprocal, a. & n. I. In return (if I 
helped him, I had~ help from him); mutual 
(~ love, protection, injuries); inversely cor¬ 
respondent, complementary, (I took the 
chamois for a man, & it made the ~ 
mistake); (gram.) expressing mutual 
action or relation (‘each other’ is a ~ 
pronoun), (formerly also) reflexive; hence 
~ly2 adv. 2. n. (math.). Function or 
expression so related to another that 
their product is unity (1/5 is the ~ of 5). 
[f. L reciprocus (prob. f. re- back & pro 
forward), -al] 

recip'roc|ate, v.t. & i. (Mech.) go with 
alternate backward & forward motion 
(mating engine etc., with work done by 
part that moves thus, opp. rotatory see 
rotate2), give such motion to; give & 
receive mutually, interchange, (influence 
etc.); return, requite, (affection etc.), 
make a return (often with thing given in 

1032 
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return). So ~A'tion n. [f. L reciprocare 
(prec.), -ate3] 

recipro'city, n. Reciprocal condition, 
mutual action; principle or practice of 
give-&-take, esp. interchange of privileges 
between States as basis of commercial 
relations, [f. F reciprocity (reciprocal, 
-ity)] 

recit'al, n. 1. Detailed account of a 
number of connected things or facts, 
relation of the facts of an incident etc., a 
narrative. 2. Part of document stating 
facts. 3. Act of reciting; performance of 
programme by one musician (vocal, piano¬ 
forte, etc., ~). [RECITE, -AL] 

recitative' (-ev), n. Musical declamation 
of kind usual in narrative & dialogue 
parts of opera & oratorio; words, part, 
given in~. [f. It. recitativo (foil., -ive)] 

recite', v.t. & i. Repeat aloud or declaim 
(poem, passage) from memory esp. before 
audience, give recitation (reciting-note, 
that held on for indefinite number of 
syllables in chanting); (law) rehearse 
(facts) in document; mention in order, 
enumerate. So recitA'TiON n. [ME, f. OF 
reciter or L re(citare cite), re- 8] 

recit'er, n. Person who recites; book of 
passages for recitation. [-ER1] 

recivilize etc. See re- 9. 
reck, v.i. & t. (rhet., poet., in neg. & 
interrog. sentences only). ~ of, pay heed 
to, take account of, care about; care, bo 
troubled, concern oneself, (if, though, that, 
how, whether, etc., or abs.; also impers. 
with same construction following, as what 
~s it him that . . .?). [OE reccan, OS 
rokjan, OHG ruoh(h)en, ON rcckfa f. Gmc 
*rokjan] 

reck'less, a. Devoid of caution, regard¬ 
less of consequences, rash; heedless of 
danger etc. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[OE recceleas (prec., -less)] 

reck'on, v.t. & i. 1. Ascertain (number, 
amount), ascertain number or amount of, 
by counting or usu. by calculation, com¬ 
pute ; start from, go on to, in counting (t. 
& i.); count up, sum up character of; 
arrive at as total (I ~ 53 of them). 2. In¬ 
clude in computation, count in, place in 
class among or with or in, take for, regard 
as, consider to be (or with obj. & compl. as 
~ him wise, beyond redemption). 3. Con¬ 
clude after calculation, be of the confident 
opinion, (that; also, chiefly U.S., parenth., 
cf. calculate, guess). 4. Make calculations, 
cast up account or sum, (~ without one’s 
host2), settle accounts with person. 5. 
Rely or count or base plans upon. [OE 
(ge)rccenian, MDu., MLG rekenen, OHG 
rechenon f. WG *re!cenojan] 

reck'oner (-kn-), n. In vbl senses; esp., 
READY~. [-ER1] 

reck'oning (-kn-), n. In vbl senses; esp.: 
tavern bill; day of time when some¬ 
thing must be atoned for or avenged; 
dead ~; out in one’s ~, mistaken in a 
calculation or expectation. [ME; -ing 1 ] 

reclaim', v.t. & i., & n. 1. Win back or 

away from vice or error or savagery or 

waste condition, reform, tame, civilize, 

bring under cultivation esp. from flooding 
by sea or marsh, whence ~able a.; make 

protest, say in protest, (rare); so reclam- 
a'tion n. 2. n. ~ing, reclamation, (rare, 

chiefly in past or beyond ~). [ME, f. OF 
reclamer f. L re(clamare shout) cry out 
against, re- 2] 

reclame (rak'lahm, & see Ap.), n. 'Art or 
practice by which notoriety is secured. 
[FI 

rec'linate, a. (bot.). Bending down¬ 
wards. [f. L reclinatus (foil., -ate2)] 

recline', v.t. & i. Lay (esp. one’s head, 
body, limbs) in more or less horizontal or 
recumbent position (p.p., of person, lying 
thus); assume or be in recumbent posi¬ 
tion, lie or lean, sit with back or side 
supported at considerable inclination; 
(fig.) rely confidently upon. [ME, f. OF 
recliner or L reclinare (re- 9), see decline 1 ] 

reclothe. See re- 8. 
recluse' (-loos), a. & n. (Person) given to 
or living in seclusion or retirement or 
isolation, esp. as religious discipline, her¬ 
mit, anchorite or anchoress. [ME, f. OF 
reclus, -use p.p. of reclure f. L re(cludere = 
claudere shut), re- 4] 

recoal, recoat. See re- 8. 
recognition, n. In vbl senses (recognize). 

So recog'nltORY a. (rare), [f. L recognitio 
(recognize, -ion)] 

recog'nizance (or -kdn-), n. Bond by 
which person engages before court or 
magistrate to observe some condition, 
e. g. to keep the peace, pay a debt, or 
appear when summoned; sum pledged 
as surety for such observance. [ME, f. 
OF reconoissance (reconoistre recognize, 
-ance)] 

recog'nizant (or -kon'), a. Showing 
recognition (of favour etc.), conscious or 
showing consciousness of something, [as 
foil., see -ant] 

rec'ogniz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. 1. Acknow¬ 
ledge validity or genuineness or character 
or claims or existence of, accord notice or 
consideration to, discover or realize nature 
of, treat as, acknowledge for, realize or 
admit that. 2. Know again, identify as 
known before. Hence ~able a., ~aisiL'iTY 
n., ■~abLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF reconiss- 
part. st. of reconoistre f. L re(cognoscere 
-gnitum learn), RE- 8, w. assim. to -ize] 

recoil', v.i., & n. 1. Retreat before enemy 
(now rare); start or spring back, shrink 
mentally, in fear or horror or disgust; 
rebound after impact, (of gun) be driven 
backwards by discharge, spring back. 
2. n. Act or fact or sensation of ~ing. 
[ME, f. OF reculer (re- 9, cul posteriors 
f. L cuius)] 

recoin etc. See re- 8. 
recollect', v.t. Succeed in remembering, 
recall to mind, remember, [f. p.p. st. of 
L rc(colligere collect2), re- 8] 
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recollec't|ion, n. Act, power, of recol- purpose. [F (earlier -oissance), as foil.. 
lecting; thing recollected, reminiscence; 

person’s memory, time over which it 

extends, (it. is in my ~ion that, I remember 

that; happened within my ~ion). So ~ive 

a. [F, or f. mod. L recollectio (prec., -ion)] 
recolonize etc., recolour, recombine 
etc., see re-8; recomfort, re-9; recom¬ 
mence etc., RE- 8. 

recommend', v.t. 1. Give (oneself, one’s 
spirit, a child, etc.) in charge to God or a 
person or his care etc. 2. Speak or write 
of or suggest as fit for employment or 
favour or trial (to person, or with ind. obj. 
as can you ~ me a cook, a book ?; as ser¬ 
vant etc.; for post, promotion, decora¬ 
tion). 3. (Of qualities, conduct, etc.) 
make acceptable, serve as recommenda¬ 
tion of. 4. Advise (course of action or 
treatment, person to do, that thing should 
be done). Hence or cogn. ~a'tion n., 
~able, ~atoRY, aa. [ME, f. med. L 
re(commendore commend), re- 5] 

recommit etc. See re- 8. 

rec'ompense, v.t., & n. 1. Requite, 
reward or punish, (person, action, person 
for action, action to person or with ind. 
obj.); make amends to (person) or for 
(another’s loss, injury, etc., or rarely one’s 
own misconduct). 2. n. Reward, requital, 
atonement or satisfaction given for injury, 
retribution. [ME, f. OF recompenser f. LL 
rc(compensare compensate), re- 1 ] 

recompose, reccmpound. See re- 8. 

rec'cnciije, v.t. 1. Make friendly after 
estrangement (persons to one another, 
person to or with another, person to one¬ 
self). 2. Purify (consecrated place etc.) by 
special service after desecration. 3. Make 
resigned or contentedly submissive (to 
disagreeables, to doing, or abs.; usu. in 
pass.). 4. Heal, compose, (quarrel etc.). 
5. Harmonize, make compatible, show 
compatibility of by argument or in prac¬ 
tice, (apparently conflicting facts, state¬ 
ments, qualities, actions, or one such 
with or db or rarely to another). Hence or 
cogn. —ABLE a., ~aBIL'ITY, ~eMENT (-lm-), 
reconciliA'TiON, nn. [ME, f. OF recon- 
cilier or f. L rc(conciliare conciliate), 
re- 9] 

rec'ondite (or rlkfm-), a. (Of subjects or 
knowledge) abstruse, out of the way, 
little known; (of author or style) dealing 
in ~ knowledge or allusion, obscure. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L re(con- 
ditus p.p. of condere hide), re- 4] 

recondi'fion, v.t. Overhaul & refit, 
rehabilitate, renovate, [re- 8] 

reconduct. See re- 9. 
reconn'aissance (-nis-), n. Military, 
naval, etc. examination of tract by de¬ 
tachment to locate enemy or ascertain 
strategic features (~ in force, made by 
strong party); reconnoitring party; pre¬ 
liminary survey made by anyone for any 

-ance ] 
reconnoi'tr|e (-ter), v.t. & i., &n. 1. Make 
reconnaissance of (enemy, district), ap¬ 
proach & try to learn position & con¬ 
dition etc. of; make reconnaissance. 
2. n. (rare). Reconnaissance. Hence 
~er1 n. [f. F reconnoitre (now -altre) f. L 
recognoscere recognize ] 

reconquer etc., see re- 9; reconsider 
etc., reconstitute etc., reconstruct etc., 
re- 8; reconvert etc., re- 9. 

record'1, v.t. 1. (Of birds) practise (tune, 
or abs.) by singing in an undertone. 
2. Register, set down for remembrance or 
reference, put in writing or other legible 
shape, represent in some permanent 
form, (his thoughts have been ~ed for us by 
himself, his features by Waits, & his voice 
by the phonograph-, ~ing angel, who 
registers men’s good & bad actions; 
minimum thermometer ~ed 10° below zero) 
(radio) register & reproduce (item, pro¬ 
gramme) by recording. Hence ~able a. 
[ME, f. OF recorder f. L recordari remem¬ 
ber (RE-, cor heart)] 

rec'drd2, n. 1. State of being recorded or 
preserved in writing esp. as authentic 
legal evidence (is on ~, legally or other¬ 
wise recorded; matter of ~, something 
established as fact by being recorded; 
court of~, whose proceedings are recorded 
& valid as evidence of fact). 2. Official 
report of proceedings & judgement in 
cause before court of ~, copy of pleadings 
etc. constituting case to be decided by 
court (travel out of, keep to, the ~, intro¬ 
duce, abstain from introducing, irrelevant 
matter). 3. II (Public) Office, building 
in London in which State papers and. 
other public documents are stored, 
calendared, etc. 4. Piece of recorded 
evidence or information, account of fact 
preserved in permanent form, document 
or monument preserving it; *off the ~, 
unofficial(ly); object serving as memorial 
of something, portrait etc.; series of 
marks etc. given by recording instru¬ 
ment or plate etc. containing these 
(second-hand gramophone ~s for sale); ~- 
-player, gramophone, esp. one with 
electrical pick-up. 5. Facts known about 
person’s past (has an honourable ~ of 
service; his ~ is against him). 6. Best 
performances or most remarkable event 
of its kind on ~ (break or cut or beat the ~, 
outdo all predecessors); (attrib.) best 
hitherto recorded (of ~ pace; the~ height). 
[ME, f. OF record, f. recorder (prec.)] 

record'er, n. In vbl senses; also : city or 
borough magistrate with criminal & 
civil jurisdiction || & holding court of 
Quarter sessions, whence ~ship n.; 
recording-apparatus in instruments; 
vertical (English) flute, [orig. f. AF 
recordour; later, partly f. record1-F-er1] 

For pronunciation & hyphening of re- see re- ; for words in re- not given see RE- 8, 9, 
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recdrd'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp. (radio) 
process of registering sound for subse¬ 
quent reproduction, material (disc, film, 
magnetic steel or plastic tape) on which 
sound has been registered, sound-pro¬ 
gramme registered & reproduced, [-ing 1 ] 

recount'1, v.t. Narrate, tell in detail. 
[f. ONF & AF re(conter count2), re- 8] 

re-count'2. See re- 8. 
recoup' (-oop), v.t. & i. (Law) deduct, 
keep back, (part of sum due), make such 
deduction; compensate (person loss, 
person for loss, loss; ~ oneself, recover 
what one has expended or lost). Hence 
~ment n. [f. F re(couper cut, see coup), 
he- 5] 

recourse' (-ors), n. Resorting or betaking 
of oneself to possible source of help (~ to 
brandy is deprecated; usu. in phr. have ~ 
to, adopt as adviser, helper, or expedient); 
thing resorted to (rare; their usual ~ is 
perjury)-, without ~ (commerce, law), 
formula used by indorser of a bill etc. to 
indicate that he disclaims responsibility 
for non-payment. [ME, f. OF recours f. L 
re(cursus course1), re- 9] 

veco'ver1 (-kQ-), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Regain 
possession or use or control of, acquire or 
find (out) again, reclaim, (has ~ed his 
kingdom, his friends’ affection, the meaning 
of the hieroglyphs, the track, health, his 
appetite, his voice, much land from the 
sea; ~ oneself, regain consciousness or 
calmness or control of limbs or senses; 
horse ~s itself after stumble; ~ one’s legs, 
stand up after fall). 2. Secure restitution 
or compensation, secure (damages), by 
legal process (plaintiff shall ~ according to 
verdict; his remedy is to ~ in a court of 
law; an action to ~ damages for false 
imprisonment). 3. Bring or come back 
to life, consciousness, health, or normal 
state or position (he ~ed slowly; the 
mention of a bucket of water ~cd her; 
I ~ed the heat of his body with fomentations; 
corpse cannot be ~ed to life; ~ed me from a 
lingering illness; am quite ~ed from my 
cold; sat down to ~ from his agitation; ~ 
sword, bring it back after thrust etc., or, 
mil., hold it upright with hilt opposite 
mouth). 4. Retrieve, make up for, get 
over, cease to feel effects of, (must try to 
— lost time; never ~cd the blow, his losses, 
this faux pas). 5. Make one’s way back 
to (rare; ~ed the shore with difficulty); 
hence ~able a. 6. n. Position to which 
sword etc. is brought back in fencing or 
drill, act of coming to this. [ME, f. AF, 
OF recov(e)rer f. L recuperare recuperate] 

re-cover2. See re- 8. 
reeo'very (-ku-), n. Act or process of 
recover‘ing or being recovered. [MIC, f. 
AF recoveric or OF recovree (recover*, -Y4) ] 

rec're|ant, a. & n. (rhet., poet.). Craven, 
coward(ly), apostate. Hence ~ancy n., 
~antLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF, part, of 
recroiref. med. L (se) recredere, RE- 6, yield 
in trial by combat] 

rec'relate1, v.t. & i. (Of pastime, relaxa¬ 
tion, holiday, employment, etc., or refl. 
of person indulging in them) refresh, 
entertain, agreeably occupy, (it ~ates 
him to invent histories for his neighbours; 
~at.es himself with cricket, climbing, lying 
in a hammock, political argument); amuse 
oneself, indulge in ~at.ion. So ~a'tion n., 
~ative a. [f. L re(creare create), re- 8, 
-ate 3] 

re-create2 etc. See re- 8. 
rSc'rement, n. Waste product, refuse, 
(now rare); (physiol.) fluid separated 
from blood & again absorbed in it, e.g. 
saliva, bile. Hence ~i'tious‘ (-Ishws) a, 

[f. F recrement or L re(crementum f. cernere 
cret- sift, re- 5, -ment)] 

recrlm'inlate, v.i. Retort accusation, in¬ 
dulge in mutual or counter charges. So 
~a'tion n., ~ative, ~atORY, aa. [f. med. 
L re(criminari f. crimen, crime), re- 1 ] 

recross. See re- 9. 

recrud|esce' (-db-), v.i. (Of sore, disease, 
etc., or fig. of discontent etc.) break out 
again. So ~es'cent a., ~es'cENCE n. 
[f. L re(crudescere f. crudus raw, see 
-ESCENT), RE- 8] 

recruit'1 (-root), n. Newly enlisted & not 
yet trained soldier; person who joins a 
society etc.; tiro (often raw ~). [earlier 
sense reinforcement, f. obs. F recrule — 
recrue fern. p.p. of re(croUre, OF creistre, i. 
L crescere increase), re- 8] 

recruit'2 (-root), v.t. & i. 1. Enlist recruits 
for (army, regiment, crew, society, party), 
enlist (person) as recruit, get or seek 
recruits (esp. —ing-sergeant). 2. Re¬ 
plenish, fill up deficiencies or compensate 
wear & tear in, refresh, reinvigorate. 3. 
(Seek to) recover health etc. (has gone to 
the country to ~), whence ~al(2) n. Hence 
~ment (-roo-) n. [f. F recruter (obs. 
recrute, see prec.)] 

rec'tal, a. Of or by the rectum, [-al] 
rec'tangle (-nggl), n. Plane rectilinear 
four-sided figure with four right angles, 
esp. one with adjacent sides unequal. [F, 
or f. LL rectmngulum (rectus straight, 
angle1) right-angled] 

rectang'ular (-ngg-), a. Shaped, having 
base or sides or section shaped, like 
rectangle; placed, having parts or lines 
placed, at right angles. Hence ~ity 
(-a'r-) n., ~ly2 adv. [as prec., -ar1] 

rec'tijfy, v.t. 1. Put right, correct, amend, 
reform, adjust, (method, calculation, 
statement, position, instrument). 2. 
Abolish, get rid of, exchange for what is 
right, (abuse, anomaly, error, omission, 
grievance). 3. (chem.). Purify or refine 
by renewed distillation or other process. 
4. (geom.). Find straight line equal to 
(curve). Hence or cogn. ~fiABiE a., 
~fica'tion n., ~fiER* (1, 2) n., (also, radio) 
thermionic valve or other device trans¬ 
forming an alternating to a direct current. 
[ME, f. OF rectifier f. med. L rcctificare (L 
rectus right, -FY)J 



rectilinear 

rectilin'lear, -eal, aa. In or forming a 
straight line; bounded or characterized 
by straight lines. Hence —ea'riTY n., 
~eari.Y2 adv. [f. LL reetilineus (L rectus 
straight, tinea line2), -ar1, -al] 

rec'titude, n. Moral uprightness, right¬ 
eousness ; (rare) correctness, rightness. 
[ME, f. OF or LL rectitudo (L rectus right, 
-TUDE)] 

rec'tS, n. (pi. ~s). Right-hand page of 
open book; front of leaf (opp. verso), [f. 
L recto (folio) on the right (leaf)] 

rec'tor, n. 1. || Incumbent of parish still 
in enjoyment of tithes (cf. vicar). 2. 
Head of university, college, school, or 
religious institution (esp. abroad; in 
England only of heads of Exeter & 
Lincoln Colleges, Oxford; in Scotland of 
headmasters of some secondary schools 
etc., & see lord1 ~), whence rec'trESS1 
n. Hence ~ate1, ~ship, nn., rector'iAL 
a. (II also as n. = ~ial election). [ME, f. 
L, = ruler (regere reel- rule, -or)] 

rec'tory, n. || Rector’s benefice; rector’s 
house, [f. OF rectorie or med. L rectoria 
(prec., -Y1)] 

rec'tum, n. Final section of large intes¬ 
tine, terminating at anus. [f. L rectum 
(intestinum) straight (intestine)] 

recum'b|ent, a. Lying down, reclining. 
Hence ~ency n., ~entLY2 adv. [f. L 
re(cumbere lie), re- 9, -ent] 

recup'er|ate, v.t. & i. Restore, be 
restored or recover, from exhaustion, 
illness, loss, etc. So ~a'tion n., ~ ative 

a. [f. L recuperare recover, see -ate3] 
recur', v.i. (-rr-; part. pr. -u'ring or -dl'ing). 

Go back in thought or speech to; (of idea 
etc.) come back to one’s mind etc., return 
to mind; (of problem etc.) come up again; 
occur again, be repeated, (~ring decimals, 
figures in decimal fraction that ~ in same 
order again & again); -~ring curve, that 
returns upon itself, e.g. circle. So 
recu'rrENCE n. [f. L re(currere run), re- 9] 

recu'rrent, a. & n. 1. (Of nerve, vein, 
branch, etc.) turning back so as to reverse 
direction; occurring again or often or 
periodically; hence ~ly2 adv. 2. n. ~ 
artery or nerve, esp. one of the two ~ 
laryngeal nerves, [as prec., -ent] 

recuhvle', v.t. & i. Bend backwards. So 
'—-’ate2 a., ~'atui(E n. [f. L re(curvare 
bend), re- 9] 

rec'uslant (-z-), n. & a. (Hist.) (person) 
who refused to attend Church-of-England 
services; (person) refusing submission to 
authority or compliance with regulation 
(against). Hence ~ance, ~ancy, nn. [f. 
L recusare recuse ] 

recuse' (-z), v.t. (now rare). Reject 
(person, his authority); object to (judge) 
as prejudiced. [ME, f. OF recuser f. 
recusare (re- 2, causa cause) refuse ] 

red, a. & n. 1. Of or approaching the 
colour seen at least refracted end of 

red 

spectrum, of shades varying from crimson 
to bright brown & orange, esp. those seen 
in blood, sunset clouds, rubies, glowing 
coals, human lips, & fox’s hair, (~ as a 
rose etc.; blood, fiery, yellowish, deep, etc., 
-~; ~ with anger etc., flushed in face; 
with ~ hands, bloodstained; II all— route, 
line, cable, etc., traversing British terri¬ 
tory or under British control, w. ref. to ~ 
in maps as British colour; ~ gold, arch. & 
poet., real gold, money; cent, smallest 
coin orig. of copper, esp. don’t care a ~ 
cent; ~ eyes, bloodshot, or with lids sore 
from weeping, also of bird etc. with ~ 
iris; as distinctive epithet with many 
varieties of animal & plant & mineral, as 
—- deer, partridge, mullet, ant, currant, 
campion, arsenic). 2. Having to do with 
bloodshed, burning, violence, or revolu¬ 
tion (~ battle, ruin; see ; o~ republican, 
radical, anarchist). 3. Russian, Soviet, 
(the lied Army, Air Force). 4. ~ admiral ; 
~ bark, superior kind of cinchona; ~- 
blind, colour-blind to~; II ~ book (contain¬ 
ing list of nobility & gentry); ~ box, used 
by Ministers for official documents; ~1 
breast, the robin; ~'brick, (of university) 
of modern foundation (Red'brick, opp. 
Oxbridge); ~'caj), || military police¬ 
man ; ~'coa(, British soldier; ~ cross, St 
George’s cross or national emblem of 
England, also Christian side in crusades, 
also (emblem of) ambulance etc. service 
organized according to Geneva Conven¬ 
tion ; II ~ ensign (also, si., ~ duster), used 
by British merchant ships; eye, the fish 
rudd; ~-fish, male salmon in spawning 
season, also (market name for) salmon 
(opp. white fish of all other kinds); ~ flag, 
symbol of revolution (the lied Flag, a 
modern revolutionary song), danger- 
-signal on shooting-ranges, railways, etc.; 
~ gum, teething-rash in children, also 
(kinds of eucalyptus yielding) —dish 
resin; ~Lhand’ed, in the act of crime (take 
^-handed); ~ hat, cardinal’s, || (also nick¬ 
name for) British staff-officer; ~ heat, 
being —-hot lit. & fig., temperature of 
'—-hot thing; — herring, herring(s) -— 
dened by being cured in smoke (neither 
fish, flesh, nor good — herring, of ambigu¬ 
ous indefinite nature; draw a ~ herring 
across the track, divert attention from 
subject in hand by starting irrelevant but 
exciting question, with ref. to use of ~ 
herring in exercising hounds); 
heated to ~ness, highly excited, enthusi¬ 
astic, furious; ~-hot poker, garden plant 
with flame-coloured spikes of flower; || ~ 
lamp, night-sign of doctor or chemist; ~ 
lane, (nursery name for) throat; ~ lead, 
pigment made from ~ oxide of lead (v.t., 
coat with this); ~-legged, with — legs (of 
birds etc., esp. the ~-legged or French 
partridge); —legs, kinds of bird, also the 
plant bistort; ~-letter, (of day) marked 
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with ~ letter(s) in calendar as saint’s day 
or festival, (fig.) memorable as date of 
joyful occurrence, (v.t., record as memo¬ 
rable for joy); ~ light, danger-signal on 
railways etc. (sec the ~ light, fig., realize 
approach of disaster), brothel; ~ man, N.- 
-Amer. Indian; ~ meat, beef, mutton, 
etc. (opp. veal & pork & chicken); ~ 
mass, at which priest wears ~; '—'poll, 
kinds of ~-crested bird similar to linnet, 
also (pi.) ~-haired polled cattle; ~ rag, 
thing that excites person’s rage as ~ 
object enrages bull (is a — rag to him), 
II also kind of rust in grain; ~ rattle, louse- 
wort; || ~ ribbon, ribbon, membership, of 
Order of Bath; ~ sandcrs, wood of E.- 
-Ind. tree used in dyeing; shank, largo 
kind of sandpiper; —-short, (of iron) 
brittle while '—hot; —'skin, = ~ man 
above; ~ snow, ~dened by kind of alga 
& common in Arctic & Alpine regions; ~ 
soldier, (pig affected with) kind of swine 
fever -with ~ness of skin; ~ spider, insect 
infesting hothouse plants esp. vines; 
—'start, ~-tailed European songbird 
[OE steort tail]; -—streak, kind of cider 
apple; ~ tape, excessive use of or adher¬ 
ence to formalities esp. in public business, 
whence —tap'ERY, ~-tap'iSM, —tap'iST, 
nn. ; — triangle, (emblem of) the Y.M.C.A.; 
~-renter, malarial cattle & sheep disease 
with ~ urine; ~ weed, corn poppy; ~- 
wing, kinds of thrush & other birds; 
—'wood, kinds of tree etc. esp. Californian 
sequoia (sempivirens); ~ worm, kind used 
as fishing-bait; hence ~d'EN6 v.t. & i., 
~d'iSH1(2), ~d'y2, aa., ~'ly2 adv. (rare), 
~'ness n. 5. n. ~ colour; a shade of ~; 
the ~ colour in roulette & rouge-et-noir; 
the — ball at billiards; *the debtor side of 
an account (in the —, in debt); ~ cloth 
or clothes (dressed in —); one of former 
three squadrons or divisions (the —, white, 
blue) of British fleet; radical or republican 
or anarchist or communist. [OE read, OS 
rod, OHO rot, ON rauthr, Goth, rauths f. 
Gmc "raulhaz, cogn. w. L rufus] 

red-, pref. = re-, only in wds of L origin. 
redact', v.t. Put into literary form, ar¬ 
range for publication, edit. So redac'tOR 
n. [in mod. use a back formation f. foil. ] 

r6dac'tion, n. Preparing or being pre¬ 
pared for publication, revision, editing, 
rearrangement; new edition, [f. F redac¬ 
tion f. L red(igere -act- — agere bring), re- 

8, -ion] 
redan', n. Field-work with two faces 
forming salient angle. [F redan for redent 
(re-, dent tooth)] 

|| redd, v.t. (Sc.). Clear up, arrange, tidy, 
put right, settle, compose. [= syn. MEG, 
Du. redden, but in ME perh. independent 
form rel. to ready] 

red'dle, n., & v.t. Red ochre, ruddle; (vb) 

colour with ~. [var. of ruddle] 

|| rede1, n. (arch.). Counsel, advice; re¬ 
solve, design; narrative. [OE r&d, f. Gmc 
*reedhaz f. *rsedhan read] 

II rede2, v.t. (arch.). Advise (person, with 
inf. with or without to, or with imperat.); 
read (riddle, dream), [same wd as read, 
the common ME sp. being retained for 
the arch, senses of the wd] 

redeem', v.t. 1. Buy back, recover by ex¬ 
penditure of effort or by stipulated pay¬ 
ment, (~ one’s rights, position, honour, 
mortgaged land, pledged goods); compound 
for, buy off, (charge or obligation) by 
payment. 2. Perform (promise). 3. Pur¬ 
chase the freedom of (another, oneself), 
save (one’s life) by ransom. 4. Save, 
rescue, reclaim; (of God or Christ) deliver 
from sin & damnation. 5. Make amends 
for, compensate, counterbalance, (fault, 
defect; has one —ing feature); save from 
a defect (the eyes — the face from ugliness). 
Hence ~abi,e a., (esp. of Christ, see above) 
~er1 n. [ME, f. OF redimer or L red(i- 
mere -em.pt- = emere buy), re- 8] 

redemption, n. 1. REDEEMing or being re¬ 
deemed, esp. the deliverance from sin & 
damnation wrought by Christ's atone¬ 
ment (past, beyond,, without, —, so that ~ 
is hopeless; in the year of our — 1963 etc., 
a.d. 1963 etc.). 2. Thing that redeems 
(that bloiv icas or proved his —). 3. II Pur¬ 
chase (became a member of a livery company 
by —). Hence redemp'tiVE a. [ME, f. 
OF, or L redemptio (prec., -ion)] 

redeploy'ment, n. Improved physical 
arrangements iu factories as means of 
increasing output, [re- 8] 

redescend. See re-9. 
red'ingote (-ngg-), n. Woman’s long 
double-breasted outer coat with skirts 
sometimes cut away in front. [F, f. E 
ruling-coat ] 

redin'tegr|ate, v.t. Restore to wholeness 
or unity; renew or re-establish in united 
or perfect state. So ~a'tion n. [ME, f. L 
red(integrare integrate2), re- 9, -ate3] 

redirect etc., see re- 8; rediscover etc., 
re- 9; redistribute etc., redivide etc., 
redo, re- 8. 

red'oljent, a. Fragrant (now rare); having 
a strong smell, (fig.) strongly suggestive 
or reminiscent, of. Hence ~ence n. [ME, 
f. OF, or L red(olere smell), re- 6, 
-ENT] 

redou'blle (-dubl), v.t. & i., & n. 1. In¬ 
tensify, increase, make or grow greater 
or more intense or numerous, (~e one’s 
efforts; the clamour ~ed). 2. (bridge). 
Double again a bid already doubled by 
adversary; (n.) act or instance of ~ing. 
[f. F re(doubler double3), re- 6] 

redoubt' (-owt), n. (fortif.). Outwork or 
fieldwork usu. square or polygonal & 
without flanking defences, [f. F redoute 
f. It. ridotto f. med. L reductus refuge f. 
p.p. of L REDUCEre; -b- after doubt (cf. 
foil.)] 

redoubt'able (-owt-), a. (Of opponent, 
warrior, controversialist, etc.)formidable. 
[ME, f. OF redoulable f. re(douter doubt2) 
fear, re- 6] 



redoubted 

redoubled (-owt-), a. (arch.)- Dreaded, 
redoubtable, [f. obs. redoubt f. F as prec. ] 

redound', v.i. Contribute in the end, 
make great contribution, to one’s ad¬ 
vantage, credit, etc. (this procedure will 
~ to our advantage; the tale, fact, ~s to 
their credit); come as final result to, come 
back or recoil upon, person (the benefits 
that ~ to us from his self-sacrifice). [ME 
also = overflow, f. OF redonder f. L 
red(undare f. unda wave), be- 6] 

redress', v.t., & n. 1. Readjust, set 
straight again, (usu. ~ the balance, restore 
equality); set right, remedy, make up for, 
get rid of, rectify, (distress, wrong, 
damage, grievance, abuse). 2. n. Repara¬ 
tion for wrong, ~ing of grievances etc. 
[ME, f. OF redrecicr (re- 8, dress)] 

reduce', v.t. & i. 1. Restore to original 
or proper position, remedy by such 
restoration, (now only surg.; had the 
shoulder, dislocation, ~<2); bring back to 
(~ person to discipline). 2. Convert 
physically or mentally to other form, 
subject to such conversion, make suitable 
or conformable or adapted to, bring by 
classification or analysis to, (~ rule to 
practice, act on it; observations taken at 
surface must be to centre; ~ anomalies 
to rule, discover formula covering them; 
the facts may all be ~d to three heads; ~ it 
to English orthography & spell it employee; 
the unwritten customs were to writing; 
~ dissimilar quantities to one denomina¬ 
tion, integer to form of fraction; can ive 
~ these ripples to their mechanical ele¬ 
ments?; ~ clods to powder, ore to metal, 
compound to components, surface by har¬ 
rowing, or simply ~ clods, compound, etc.; 
~ syllogism of one form to another). 
3. Compel to do (rare); bring by force or 
necessity to some state or action, subdue, 
bring back to obedience, (~ the Crown to 
submission, the revolted towns, all the other 
Powers of the continent; ~d him to assert 
or usu. asserting an absurdity; was ~d to 
despair, to weakness, to borrow or usu. 
borrowing clothes, to borrowing). 4. Bring 
down, lower, weaken, impoverish, dimin¬ 
ish, contract, (~ Pope to place of chief 
bishop; N.C.O. was ~d to the ranks, made 
a private; is in a very ~d slate, feeble; ~ 
liquid to two-thirds of its bulk; this the 
temperature; the 16 may be ~d to 5, by 
omission of 11, or by reclassification etc.; 
have our outfit to almost nothing; he 
~d himself into the least possible compass; 
to be sold at ~d prices; ~d circumstances, 
poverty after prosperity; ~ the establish¬ 
ment, dismiss officials or cut down ex¬ 
penses ; ~d officers etc., dismissed in such 
reduction). 5. intr. Lessen one’s weight. 
Hence redu'cER1 n., (esp. photog.) an 
agent for reducing the density of nega¬ 
tives, r^du'ciBLE a. [ME, f. L re(ducere 
duct- bring), RE- 9] 

re-edit 

rcdfic'tio ad absiirdum. (-shl-), n. Re¬ 
duction to absurdity (see foil.). [L ] 

reduc'tion, n. Reducing or being re- 
DtJCEd; also: reduced copy of picture, 
map, etc.; ~ to absurdity, proof of the 
falsity of a principle etc. given by pro¬ 
ducing a logical consequence of it that is 
absurd, (loosely) pushing of a principle 
to unpractical lengths. [ME, f. OF, or f. 
L reductio (reduce, -ion)] 

reduit (redwe'), n. (fortif.). Keep for gar¬ 
rison to retire to & hold when outworks 
are taken, [f. F reduit redoubt] 

redun'd|ant, a. Superfluous (freq. of 
workers in industry), excessive, pleo¬ 
nastic ; copious, luxuriant, full. Hence or 
cogn. ~ance, ~ancy, nn., ~antLY3 adv. 
[f. L as REDOUND, -ANT] 

redup'lic|ate, v.t. Make double, repeat; 
(gram.) repeat (letter, syllable), form 
(tense) by reduplication. So ~ative a. [f. 
LL re(duplicare duplicate2), re- 8, -ate3] 

reduplica'tion, n. Doubling, repetition; 
counterpart; (gram.) repetition of syl¬ 
lable or letter in word-formation (esp. in 
perf. in Gk & L, as tetigi from tango), part 
so repeated, [f. LL reduplicatio (prec. 
-ATION) ] 

redye. See re- 8. 
ree. = reeve2. 

reeb'ok, n. Small S.-African antelope 
with sharp horns. [Du., = roebuck] 

re-ech'o (-k-), v.i. & t. Echo (t. & i.), echo 
(t. & i.) again & again, resound, [re- 6] 

reed, n., & v.t. 1. (Tall straight stalk of) 
kinds of firm-stemmed water or marsh 
plant (broken ~, unreliable person or 
thing; lean on a ~, put trust in weak 
thing or person), whence ~'ed2 a.; 
(collect.) ~s growing in a mass or used 
as material esp. for thatching, || wheat- 
-straw prepared for thatching. 2. (poet.). 
Arrow; musical pipe of ~ or straw; 
pastoral poetry. 3. Vibrating part, of 
various shape & material, inserted in 
some musical wind-instruments (esp. 
oboe, bassoon, clarinet, bagpipe, & some 
organ-pipes) to produce the sound; (usu. 
pi., cf. strings, brass) ~ instrument(s). 
4. Weaver’s implement for separating 
warp-threads & beating up weft; (usu. 
pi.) set of semicylindrical adjacent mould¬ 
ings like ~s laid together. 5. —babbler or 
-warbler or -wren, ~-bunting or -sparrow, 
two kinds of bird; 11 ~-maee, cat’s-tail; 
~-pheasant, bearded tit; ~-pipe, musical 
pipe of ~, also ~ed organ-pipe; <~-sh>p, 
organ-stop consisting of —pipes. 6. v.t. 
Thatch with ~; make (straw) into ~; 
decorate with ~-moulding; fit (musical 
instrument or organ-pipe) with ~. [OE 
hreod, OS hriod, OHG (h)riot f. Gmc 
*hreudham ] 

re-ed'ify, v.t. Rebuild (house etc.); build 
up^again (hopes, wasted tissue, etc.). [RE- 8 ] 

re-ed'it etc. See re- 8. 
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reed'ling, n. Bearded tit. [-ling1] 
reed'ly, a. Abounding with reeds; made 
ot reed (chiefly poet., as ~y pipe, couch); 
like a reed in weakness, slenderness, or (of 
grass etc.) thickness; (of voice) like reed- 
-instrument in tone, scratchy, not round 
& clear. Hence ~Iness n. [-Y2] 

reef1, n., & v.t. 1. One of three or four 
strips across top of square & bottom of 
fore-&-aft sail that can be taken in or 
rolled up to reduce sail's surface (take 
in a ~, lit., & fig. proceed cautiously); 
~-knot, consisting of two bights each 
enclosing the other’s parallel laid shanks, 
ordinary double -knot made symmetrically 
for easy casting off (opp. granny) ; — 
-point, one of the short pieces of rope 
attached to a sail to secure it when ~ed. 
2. v.t. Take in ~ (s) of (sail; single, double, 
treble, -~ed, with 1, 2, 3, ~s taken in); 
shorten (topmast, bowsprit, also paddles 
of paddle-wheel by shifting them nearer 
centre). [ME riff, f. Du. reef, rif, f. ON 
rif, rib, in same sense (cf. foil.)] 

reef2, n. Ridge of rock or shingle or sand 
at or just above or below surface of 
water; (gold-mining) lode of auriferous 
quartz, also the bedrock. [16th c. riff(e) f. 
MDu., MLG rif, ref, f. ON rif (as prec.)] 

reef'er1, n. One who reefs; (si.) midship¬ 
man; reef 1-knot; (also reefing-jacket) 
close double-breasted stout jacket. 
[REEF1, -ER1] 

reef'er2, n. See marijuana, [orig. unkn.] 
reek1, n. Smoke (Sc. & literary); vapour, 
visible exhalation, (chiefly Sc. & lit.); 
foul or stale odour (the ~ of tobacco), fetid 
atmosphere (amid ~ & squalor). Hence 
~'Y2 a. (chiefly Sc. & literary; Auld 
Reek'ie, Edinburgh). [OB rec, OS rok, 
OHG rouh, ON reykr f. Gmc “raukiz] 

reek2, v.i. Emit smoke (chiefly of houses 
after conflagration or object that has 
been burning in open air); emit vapour, 
steam, (of hot drink or food, sweating 
person etc., or shed blood or thing 
smeared with it); smell unpleasantly 
(usu. of; ~s of patchouli, tobacco, blood, 
or fig. of murder, affectation, etc.). [OE 
reocan, OHG riohhan, ON rjuka, f. Gmc 
*riukan cogn. w. prec. ] 

reel1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Kinds of rotatory 
apparatus on which thread, silk, yarn, 
paper, wire, etc., are wound at some stage 
of manufacture; contrivance for winding 
up & unwinding lino as required, esp. in 
fishing (off the~, fig., straight off, without 
hitch or pause, in rapid succession); 
|| small cylinder on which sewing-cotton 
etc. are wound for convenience; revolving 
part in various machines; (cinemat.) 
quantity of positive film rolled on one 
~ (often as rough unit of length, about 
1,000 ft, complete films being termed 
two-, three-, four-, etc., ~ers). 2. vb. 
Wind (thread, fishing-line, etc.) on ~; 
take (cocoon silk etc.) off, draw (fish, 
logline, etc.) in or up, by use of ~; rattle 

(story, list, verses) off without pause or 
apparent effort; (of grasshopper etc.) 
make clicking noise like~ in motion. [OE 
hreol, not in cogn. langg. ] 

reel2, v.i., & n. 1. (Of eyes, mind, head) 
be in a whirl, bo dizzy, swim; sway, stag¬ 
ger, stand or walk or run unsteadily, be 
shaken physically or mentally, rock from 
side to side, swing violently, (his mind, 
the front rank, the ship, the tower, ~ed 
under the shock; ~ to & fro like a drunken 
man; went —ing doum the street; the Stale 
was ~ing to its foundations); seem to 
shake (the mountains ~ before his eyes); 
hence ~'ingLY2 adv. 2. n. ~ing motion 
lit. or fig. (without a ~ or a stagger; the 
~ of vice efr folly around us). [ME (chiefly 
north. & Sc.), f. prec. ] 

reel3, n., & v.i. 1. Lively esp. Scottish 
dance, usu. of two couples in line & 
describing circular figures. 2. v.i. Dance 
~. [f. REEL2n.] 

re-elect etc., re-embarketc., re-emerge 
etc. See re- 9. 

reen, n. = Rhine1. 

re-enable, re-enact etc., see re- 9; re- 
-engine, re- 8; re-enter etc., re- 9. 

re-en'trant, a. & n. (Angle) that points 
inward (opp. salient; esp. in fortifica¬ 
tion). [RE- 9, ENTRANT] 

re-en'try, n. Act of entering again, esp. 
(of space vehicle, missile, etc.) of re- 
-entering earth’s atmosphere; (law) a 
retaking possession; card of ~ (whist 
& bridge), high card that can be relied 
on to give holder the lead by winning a 
trick. [RE- 9, ENTRY] 

re-establish etc. See re- 9. 
reeve1, n. (Hist.) chief magistrate of town 
or district; (Canada) president of village 
or town council. [OE gerefa, orig. unkn.] 

reeve2, ree, n. Female of ruff2. 

reeve3, v.t. (naut.; past & p.p. rove or 
~d). Thread (rope, rod, etc.) through 
ring or other aperture; pass rope through 
(a block etc.); fasten (rope, block, or 
other object) in, on, round, to, something 
by reeving; (of ship) thread (shoals, ice- 
-pack). [f. Du. reeven to reef] 

re-examine etc., see re- 8; re-exist, re- 
-export etc., re- 9; reface, refashion 
etc., re- 8. 

ref, n. (colloq.). Football referee, [abbr. ] 
refec'tion, n. Refreshment by food or 
drink (milk <£• eggs were offered for our ~); 
slight meal, repast. [ME, f. OF f. L 
refectionem f. reftcere (foil.), re- 8] 

refec'tory (or in monastic use rgf'i-), n. 
Room used for meals in monasteries etc. 
[(in ME fraitur frater) f. LL refectorium 
f. L re(ficcre -fed- = facere make) refresh, 
re- 8, -ORY] 

ref dr', v.t. & i. (-rr-). 1. Trace or ascribe 
to person or thing as cause or source, 
assign to certain date or place or class, (~ 
one’s victories to Providence, miraculous 
talcs to ignorance, ill temper to indigestion, 
the lake-dwellings to the sixth century, the 



referee 

origins of sculpture to Egypt, barnacles to 
the molluscs), whence ref'erABLE a. 2. 
Commit, hand over, (oneself, question for 
decision) to person etc. (I ~ myself to your 
generosity; let us ~ the dispute to Socrates; 
~ to drawer, abbr. R.D., banker’s note 
suspending payment etc. of cheque). 
3. Send on or direct (person), make appeal 
or have recourse, to some authority or 
source of information, (abs.) cite autho¬ 
rity or passage, (for my proof I ~ to the 
facts of human nature, to 1 Kings iii. 7; 
~red to his watch for the exact time). 4. (Of 
statement etc.) have relation, be directed, 
(of hearer etc.) interpret (statement etc.) 
as directed, to (these remarks ~ only to 
deliberate, are not to be ~red to involuntary, 
offences). 5. (Of person speaking etc.) 
make allusion, direct attention, to (he 
several times ~red to the modern increase 
in expenditure; found myself on the peak 
~red to). [ME, f. OF referer or L re(ferre 
latum bring), BE- 9] 

referee', n., & v.i. & t. 1. Arbitrator, 
person to whom dispute is to be or is re¬ 
ferred for decision; Official 2£~, attached 
to Supreme Court, to whom questions 
arising in an action may be referred for 
enquiry and report or for trial where 
parties consent; umpire esp. in football. 
2. vb. Act as ~ (for) esp. in football, [-ee] 

ref'erence, n., & v.t. 1. Referring of 
matter for decision or settlement or 
consideration to some authority, scope 
given to such authority, (the peerage was 
allowed without ~ to the House of Lords; 
the ~ is very wide, strictly limited', the 
Commission must confine itself to, that is 
a question outside, the terms of ~). 2. Rela¬ 
tion, respect, correspondence, to (the parts 
of a machine all havc~ to each other; success 
seems to have little ~ to merit; in, with, ~ 
to, regarding, as regards, about; without 
~ to, irrespective of). 3. Allusion to (~, a 
or no ~, several ~s, to a previous con¬ 
versation was or were made). 4. Direction 
more or less precise to (page etc. of) book 
etc. where information may be found 
(loads his pages with, docs not give, ~s; 
cross to another passage in same book; 
~ bible, with marginal cross ~s; || legisla¬ 
tion by use in bill-drafting of ~s to 
previous statutes instead of restatement); 
mark used to refer reader of text to note 
or to part of diagram (usual ~ marks; 
asterisk *, obelisk f, double obelisk J, 
section §, parallel ||, paragraph •!). 5. Act 
of looking up passage etc., or of referring 
another or applying to person, for in¬ 
formation (~ or a~ to the dictionary would 
have enlightened him; please give me a 
I should like to make ~, to your last em¬ 
ployer-, book of ~, to be used not for 
continuous reading but to consult on 
occasion; ~ library, where books may be 
consulted without being taken away, opp. 

reflection 

lending library); person named by one 
applying for post or offering goods etc. as 
willing to vouch for him or them (who are 
your ~s ?; (loosely) testimonial; hence 
referen'tiAL (-shl) a. 6. v.t. Provide 
(book) with~s to authorities, [-ence] 

I! referen'dary, n. (rare). Referee; 
assessor to commission; reporting or 
revising official, [f. LL referendarius 
(foil., -ARY1)] 

referen'dum, n. Referring of certain 
political questions or of such questions 
under certain circumstances to the elec¬ 
torate for direct decision by a general 
vote on the single question. [L (REFERre)] 

refill. See re- 9. 
refinle', v.t. & i. Free from dross or im¬ 
purities or defects, purify, clarify; make 
elegant or cultured, imbue with delicacy 
of taste, polish manners or appearance of; 
become pure or clear or improved in 
polish or delicacy; employ subtlety of 
thought or language, make fine distinc¬ 
tions, discourse subtly (up)on; improve 
(up)on by refinements. Hence ~'edLY2 
adv. [RE- 6, fine2 v., partly after F 
raffiner] 

refine'ment (-nm-), n. Refining or being 
refined; fineness of feeling or taste, 
polished manners etc.; subtle or ingenious 
manifestation of, piece of elaborate 
arrangement, (all the ~s of luxury, a 
countermine was a ~ beyond their skill); 
piece of subtle reasoning, fine distinction. 
[-ment, after F raffinement] 

refin'ler, n. In vbl senses; esp., person 
whose business is to refine crude oil, metal, 
sugar, etc., whence ~ery(3) n. [-ER1] 

refit etc. See re- 8. 

refla'tion, n. Inflation of currency after 
a deflation, undertaken to restore the 
system to its previous condition, [f. 
re- 9, after inflation, deflation ] 

reflect', v.t. & i. 1. Fold back (rare; ~ the 
corner of the paper). 2. (Of surface or 
body) throw (heat, light, sound, rarely 
ball etc.) back, cause to rebound, (shine 
with ~ed light, not one’s own, borrowed). 
3. (Of mirror etc., or transf.) show image 
of, reproduce to eye or mind, exactly 
correspond in appearance or effect to, 
(laws ~ the average moral attitude of a half 
century earlier). 4. (Of action, result, etc.) 
bring back or cause to redound (credit, 
discredit, etc.), (abs,) bring discredit, 
(up)on person or method responsible. 
5. Go back in thought, meditate, or 
consult with oneself (on, upon, or abs.), 
remind oneself or consider (that, how, 
etc.), whence ~ingLY2 adv. 6. Make dis¬ 
paraging remarks upon. [ME, f. OF 
reflecter or L re(fleclere flex- bend), re- 9] 

reflec'tion, -e'xion ( kshn), n. (-x- etym. 
correct but now rare exc. in scientific 
use). 1. REFLECTing or being reflected 
(angle of ~, made by reflected ray with 
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perpendicular to surface); reflected light, 
heat, colour, or image. 2. Reflex action. 
3. (Piece of) censure (usu. on or upon)-, 
thing bringing discredit (up) on. 4. Recon¬ 
sideration (on ~, I doubt whether I was 
right). 5. Mental faculty dealing with 
products of sensation & perception. 
6. Idea arising in the mind, mental or 
verbal comment, apophthegm, (often on 
or upon). Hence ~al, ~less, aa., (-sho-). 
[ME f. OF, or f. LL reflexio (prec., -ion) w. 

assim. to reflect] 
reflec'tive, a. 1. (Of surface etc.) giving 
back reflection or image; (of light etc.) 
reflected (rare). 2. (gram.). Reflexive (now 
rare). 3. (Of action) reflex, reciprocal, 
(now rare). 4. (Of mental faculties) con¬ 
cerned in reflection or thought; (of person, 
mood, etc.) thoughtful, given to medita¬ 
tion. Hence~LY2adv.,~NESSn. [reflect, 

-ive] 

rcflec'tor, n. 1. Body or surface reflecting 
rays, esp. piece of glass or metal usu. con¬ 
cave for reflecting in required direction; 
(telescope etc. provided with) apparatus 
for reflecting images. 2. Person, book, 
etc., that gives or affords conscious or 
unconscious representation of prejudices, 
habits, etc. [-or] 

reflet' (-16), n. Lustre, iridescence, esp. on 
pottery. [F] 

ref'lex1, n. 1. Reflected light or colour or 
glory (the fame of Greece was a ~ from the 
glory of Athens)-, (paint.) part of picture 
represented as affected by the light or 
colour of another part. 2. Image or reflec¬ 
tion in mirror etc. 3. Reproduction, 
secondary manifestation, correspondent 
result, (legislation should be a ~ of public 
opinion; lamb <P mint sauce is a popular 
~ of the passover with bitter herbs). 4. A 
reflex action (doctor tested patient’s ~es); 
CONDITIONED [f. L refleXUS -US (REFLECT)] 

ref'lex2, a. 1. (rare). Recurved; (of light 
etc.) reflected. 2. (Of thought etc.) intro¬ 
spective, directed back upon itself or its 
own operations; (of effect or influence) 
reactive, coming back upon its author or 
source. 3. (physiol.). ~ action, indepen¬ 
dent of the will, excited as involuntary 
response to nerve-stimulation. 4. (gram.). 
Reflexive (now rare). 5. ~ (camera), a 
hand camera in which, by means of a 
pivoted surface-silvered mirror, the 
reflected image can be seen and focused 
up to the moment of exposure. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. L reflexus p.p. (reflect)] 

reflexed' (-kst), a. (bot.). Recurved, [f. 
obs. reflex vb = reflect] 

reflex'I ible, a. Capable of being reflected. 
Hence~iisiL'iTY n. [as prec., -ible] 

reflexion. See reflection. 

reflex'ive, a. & n. (gram.). (Word, form) 
implying agent’s action upon himself; 
(verb) indicating identity of subject & 
object; (pers. pronoun or poss. adjective) 
referring to subject. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[f. mod. L reflexions (as reflect, -ive)] 

t 1 

refloat. See re- 9. 
ref'luent (-db-), a. Flowing back (~ tide, 

blood). Hence ref'luENCE (-dt>-) n. [f. L 
re(fluere flow), re- 9, see -ent] 

reflux, see re- 9; refoot, re- 8; reforest 

etc., re- 9. 
reform' *, v.t. & i. Make (person, institu¬ 
tion, procedure, conduct, oneself) or (of 
person or body of persons) become better 
by removal or abandonment of imperfec¬ 
tions, faults, or errors (~ed churches, 
see reformation2); abolish, cure, (abuse, 
malpractice). Hence ~able a. [ME, f. 
OF reformer or L re(forrnare form2), 

RE- 8] 

refdrm'2, n. Removal of abuse(s) esp. in 
politics (i?~ Bill, Act, esp. those of 1831-2 
amending parliamentary representation); 
improvement made or suggested, [f. 
prec. or F reforme] 

reform'3, v.t. & i. Form again. So re- 

forma'tion1 n. [re-8] 

reformation2, n. Reforming or being re¬ 
formed, esp. radical change for the better 
in political, religious, or social affairs; the 
Il~, lGth-c. movement for reform of 
abuses in Roman Church ending in 
establishment of Reformed or Protestant 
Churches, whence ~al (-sho-) a. [ME, f. 
OF or L reformatio (REFORM1, -ation)] 

reform'ative a., reform'atory a. & n. 
1. Tending or intended to produce re¬ 
form. 2. n. Institution to which juvenile 
offenders are sent for ~ purposes, ap¬ 
proved school. [REFORM1, -ATIVE, -ORYr] 

refdrm'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: leader 
in the 16th-c. reformation2; advocate of 

the REFORM2 bill. [-ER1] 

refract', v.t. (Of water, air, glass, etc.) de¬ 
flect (light) at certain angle when it enters 
obliquely from another medium of differ¬ 
ent density (~ing telescope, with object- 
-glass converging rays to focus). Hence 
or cogn. refrac'tiON n., refrac'tionAL 

(-sho-), refrac'tlVE, aa. [f. L re(fringere 
-fracl- = frangere break), re- 5] 

refrac'tor, n. Refracting medium or lens 
or telescope. [-OR] 

refrac'tor |y, a. & n. 1. Stubborn, un¬ 
manageable, rebellious; (of wound, 
disease, etc.) not yielding to treatment; 
(of substances) hard to fuse or work. 
2. n. Substance specially resistant to 
heat, corrosion, etc. Hence ~xly2 adv., 
~iness n. [alt. of obs. -ary (after -ory), 

f. L refractarius (refract, -ary1)] 

refrain'J, n. Recurring phrase or hue esp. 
at end of Stanzas. [ME, f. OF, ult. f. Rom. 
*refrangere = refringere refract] 

refrain'2, v.t. & i. Put restraint upon, 
curb, (oneself, one’s tears, soul, etc.; 
arch.); abstain from doing something, 
abstain from act or doing. [ME, f. OF 
refrener f. L re(frenare f. frenum bridle), 
re- 9] 

rcfran'glible (-j-), a. That can be re¬ 
fracted. Hence ~Ibil'ity n. [RE- 5, L 
frangere, -ible; cf. frangible] 
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origins of sculpture to Egypt, barnacles to 
the molluscs), whence ref'erABLE a. 2. 
Commit, hand over, (oneself, question for 
decision) to person etc. (/ ~ myself to your 
generosity; let us ~ the dispute to Socrates; 
~ to drawer, abbr. R.D., banker’s note 
suspending payment etc. of cheque). 
3. Send on or direct (person), make appeal 
or have recourse, to some authority or 
source of information, (abs.) cite autho¬ 
rity or passage, (for my proof I ~ to the 
facts of human nature, to 1 King’s Hi. 7 ; 
—red to his watch for the exact time). 4. (Of 
statement etc.) have relation, be directed, 
(of hearer etc.) interpret (statement etc.) 
as directed, to (these remarks — only to 
deliberate, are not to beared to involuntary, 
offences). 5. (Of person speaking etc.) 
make allusion, direct attention, to (he 
several times —red to the modern increase 
in expenditure; found myself on the peak 
'—red to). [ME, f. OF referer or L re(ferre 
latum bring), RE- 9] 

referee', n., & v.i. & t. 1. Arbitrator, 
person to whom dispute is to be or is re¬ 
ferred for decision; Official lb—, attached 
to Supreme Court, to whom questions 
arising in an action may be referred for 
enquiry and report or for trial whore 
parties consent; umpire esp. in football. 
2. vb. Act as ~ (for)esp. in football. [-EE ] 

reference, n., & v.t. 1. Referring of 
matter for decision or settlement or 
consideration to some authority, scope 
given to such authority, (the peerage was 
allowed without — to the House of Lords-, 
the — is very wide, strictly limited-, the 
Commission must confine itself to, that is 
a question outside, the terms of'—). 2. Rela¬ 
tion, respect, correspondence, to (the parts 
of a machine all have— to each other; success 
seems to have little — to merit; in, with, — 
to, regarding, as regards, about; without 
— to, irrespective of). 3. Allusion to (—, a 
or no —, several —s, to a previous con¬ 
versation teas or were made). 4. Direction 
more or less precise to (page etc. of) book 
etc. where informa,tion may be found 
(loads his pages with, does not give, —s; 
cross to another passage in same book; 
~ bible, with marginal cross ~s; II legisla¬ 
tion by —, use in bill-drafting of ~s to 
previous statutes instead of restatement); 
mark used to refer reader of text to note 
or to part of diagram (usual ~ marks: 
asterisk *, obelisk t, double obelisk J, 
section §, parallel ||, paragraph !}). 5. Act 
of looking up passage etc., or of referring 
another or applying to person, for in¬ 
formation (~ or o~ to the dictionary would 
have enlightened him; please give me a —, 
I should like to make —, to your last em¬ 
ployer-, book of —, to be used not for 
continuous reading but to consult on 
occasion; ~ library, where books may bo 
consulted without being taken away, opp. 

reflection 

lending library)-, person named by one 
applying for post or offering goods etc. as 
willing to vouch for him or them (who are 
your •—'S ?; (loosely) testimonial; hence 
referen'tiAL (-shl) a. 6. v.t. Provide 
(book) with ~s to authorities. [-ENGE] 

II referen'dary, n. (rare). Referee; 
assessor to commission; reporting or 
revising official, [f. LL referendarius 
(foil., -ARY1)] 

referen'dum, n. Referring of certain 
political questions or of such questions 
under certain circumstances to the elec¬ 
torate for direct decision by a general 
vote on the single question. [L (REFERre)] 

refill. See re- 9. 
refinle', v.t. & i. Free from dross or im¬ 
purities or defects, purify, clarify; make 
elegant or cultured, imbue with delicacy 
of taste, polish manners or appearance of; 
become pure or clear or improved in 
polish or delicacy; employ subtlety of 
thought or language, make fine distinc¬ 
tions, discourse subtly (up)on; improve 
(up)on by refinements. Hence ~'edLY2 

adv. [re- 6, fine2 v., partly after F 
raffiner] 

refine'ment (-nm-), n. Refining or being 
refined; fineness of feeling or taste, 
polished manners etc.; subtle or ingenious 
manifestation of, piece of elaborate 
arrangement, (all the ~s of luxury; a 
countermine was a — beyond their skill); 
piece of subtle reasoning, fine distinction. 
[-ment, after F raffinement] 

refin'|er, n. In vbl senses; esp., person 
whose business is to refine crude oil, metal, 
sugar, etc., whence ~ery(3) n. [-ER1] 

refit etc. See re- 8. 
refla'tion, n. Inflation of currency after 
a deflation, undertaken to restore the 
system to its previous condition, [f. 
re-9, after inflation, deflation] 

reflect', v.t. & i. 1. Fold back (rare; ~ the 
corner of the paper). 2. (Of surface or 
body) throw (heat, light, sound, rarely 
ball etc.) back, cause to rebound, (shine 
with ~ed light, not one’s own, borrowed). 
3. (Of mirror etc., or transf.) show image 
of, reproduce to eye or mind, exactly 
correspond in appearance or effect to, 
(laws — the average moral attitude of a half 
century earlier). 4. (Of action, result, etc.) 
bring back or cause to redound (credit, 
discredit, etc.), (abs,) bring discredit, 
(up)on person or method responsible. 
5. Go back in thought, meditate, or 
consult with oneself (on, upon, or abs.), 
remind oneself or consider (that, how, 
etc.), whence ~IngLY2 adv. 6. Make dis¬ 
paraging remarks upon. [ME, f. OF 
reflecier or L re(flectere flex- bend), re- 9] 

reflec'tion, -e'xion (-kshn), n. (-x- etym. 
correct but now rare exc. in scientific 
use). 1. REFLECTing or being reflected 
(angle of made by reflected ray with 
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perpendicular to surface); reflected light, 
heat, colour, or image. 2. Reflex action. 
3. (Piece of) censure (usu. on or upon); 
thing bringing discredit (up) on. 4. Recon¬ 
sideration (on ~, I doubt ‘whether I was 
right). 5. Mental faculty dealing with 
products of sensation & perception. 
6. Idea arising in the mind, mental or 
verbal comment, apophthegm, (often on 
or upon). Hence ~al, —less, aa., (-sho-). 
[ME f. OF, or f. LL reflexio (prec., -ion) w. 

assim. to reflect] 
reflec'tive, a. 1. (Of surface etc.) giving 
back reflection or image; (of light etc.) 
reflected (rare). 2. (gram.). Reflexive (now 
rare). 3. (Of action) reflex, reciprocal, 
(now rare). 4. (Of mental faculties) con¬ 
cerned in reflection or thought; (of person, 
mood, etc.) thoughtful, given to medita¬ 
tion. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~NESSn. [reflect, 

-ive] 

reflec'tor, n. 1. Body or surface reflecting 
rays, esp. piece of glass or metal usu. con¬ 
cave for reflecting in required direction; 
(telescope etc. provided with) apparatus 
for reflecting images. 2. Person, book, 
etc., that gives or affords conscious or 
unconscious representation of prejudices, 
habits, etc. [-or] 

reflet' (-IS), n. Lustre, iridescence, esp. on 
pottery. [F] 

ref'lex1, n. 1. Reflected hght or colour or 
glory (the fame of Greece was a ~ from the 
glory of Athens); (paint.) part of picture 
represented as affected by the hght or 
colour of another part. 2. Image or reflec¬ 
tion in mirror etc. 3. Reproduction, 
secondary manifestation, correspondent 
result, (legislation should be a ~ of public 
opinion; lamb & mint sauce is a popular 
~ of the passover with bitter herbs). 4. A 
reflex action (doctor tested patient’s ~es); 
conditioned~. [f. L reflexus -us (reflect)] 

ref'lex2, a. 1. (rare). Recurved; (of hght 
etc.) reflected. 2. (Of thought etc.) intro¬ 
spective, directed back upon itself or its 
own operations; (of effect or influence) 
reactive, coming back upon its author or 
source. 3. (physiol.). ~ action, indepen¬ 
dent of the will, excited as involuntary 
response to nerve-stimulation. 4. (gram.). 
Reflexive (now rare). 5. ~ (camera), a 
hand camera in which, by means of a 
pivoted surface-silvered mirror, the 
reflected image can be seen and focused 
up to the moment of exposure. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. L reflexus p.p. (reflect)] 

reflexed' (-kst), a. (bot.). Recurved, [f. 
obs. reflex vb = reflect] 

reflex'| ible, a. Capable of being reflected. 
Hence~Ibil'ity n. [as prec., -ible] 

reflexion. See reflection. 

reflex'ive, a. & n. (gram.). (Word, form) 
implying agent’s action upon himself; 
(verb) indicating identity of subject & 
object; (pers. pronoun or poss. adjective) 
referring to subject. Hence ~LY2 adv. 
[f. mod. L reflexivus (as reflect, -ive)] 

L 

refloat. See re- 9. 
ref'luent (-db-), a. Flowing back (~ tide, 

blood). Hence ref'luENCE (-db-) n. [f. L 
reifluere flow), re- 9, see -ent] 

reflux, see re- 9; refoot, re- 8; reforest 

etc., re- 9. 
reform' *, v.t. & i. Make (person, institu¬ 
tion, procedure, conduct, oneself) or (of 
person or body of persons) become better 
by removal or abandonment of imperfec¬ 
tions, faults, or errors (~ed churches, 
see reformation2); abolish, cure, (abuse, 
malpractice). Hence ~able a. [ME, f. 
OF reformer or L re(formare form2), 

RE- 8] 

refdrm'2, n. Removal of abuse(s) esp. in 
politics (Jf~ Bill, Act, esp. those of 1831-2 
amending parliamentary representation); 
improvement made or suggested, [f. 
prec. or F reforme] 

reform'3, v.t. & i. Form again. So re¬ 

formation^. [re-8] 

reformation2, n. Reforming or being re¬ 
formed, esp. radical change for the better 
in political, religious, or social affairs; the 
Tl~, ICth-c. movement for reform of 
abuses in Roman Church ending in 
establishment of Reformed or Protestant 
Churches, whence ~al (-sho-) a. [ME, f. 
OF or L reformatio (reform1, -ation)] 

reform'ative a., reform'atory a. & n. 
1. Tending or intended to produce re¬ 
form. 2. n. Institution to which juvenile 
offenders are sent for ~ purposes, ap¬ 
proved school. [REFORM1, -ATIVE, -ORY] 

the REFORM2 bill. [-ER1] 

refract', v.t. (Of water, air, glass, etc.) de¬ 
flect (light) at certain angle when it enters 
obliquely from another medium of differ¬ 
ent density (~ing telescope, with objeet- 
-glass converging rays to focus). Hence 
or cogn. refrac'tiON n., refrac'tionAL 

(-sho-), refrac'tlVE, aa. [f. L re(fringere 
-fract- = frangere break), re- 5] 

refrac'tor, n. Refracting medium or lens 
or telescope, [-or] 

refrac'tor |y, a. & n. 1. Stubborn, un¬ 
manageable, rebellious; (of wound, 
disease, etc.) not yielding to treatment; 
(of substances) hard to fuse or work. 
2. n. Substance specially resistant to 
heat, corrosion, etc. Hence ~ily2 adv., 
'—'1NESS n. [alt. of obs. -ary (after -ory), 

f. L refractarius (refract, -ary1)] 

refrain' \ n. Recurring phrase or line esp. 
at end of Stanzas. [ME, f. OF, ult. f. Rom. 
*refrangere = re.fringere refract] 

refrain'2, v.t. & i. Put restraint upon, 
curb, (oneself, one’s tears, soul, etc.; 
arch.); abstain from doing something, 
abstain from act or doing. [ME, f. OF 
refrener f. L re(frenare f. frenum bridle), 
RE- 9] 

refran'gllble (-j-), a. That can be re¬ 
fracted. Hence ~iBiL'iTY n. [re- 5, L 
frangere, -ible; cf. frangible] 

5813 
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register1, n. 1. Book in which entries are 
made of details to be recorded for refer¬ 
ence; official or authoritative list kept 
e.g. of births, marriages, & burials or 
deaths, of shipping, of qualified voters in 
constituency (~ office, or in mod. use ~, 
a registry). 2. Slider in organ controlling 
set of pipes; compass of voice or instru¬ 
ment, part of voice-compass (head, chest, 
throat, upp>er, middle, lower, ~). 3. Ad¬ 
justable plate for widening or narrowing 
an opening & regulating draught esp. in 
tire-grate; recording indicator of speed, 
force, etc. 4. (Print.) exact correspon¬ 
dence of printed matter on two sides of 
leaf (in ~, so corresponding); (photog.) 
correspondence of focusing screen with 
plate or film. [ME & OF regestre, -istre, 
or f. med. L regestrum, -istrum for reges- 
tum (LL regesta things recorded f. RE- 8, L 
gerere carry)] 

re'gister2, v.t. & i. 1. Set down (name, 
fact, etc.) formally, record in writing; 
(fig.) make mental note of. 2. Enter or 
cause to be entered in particular register 
(~ letter, entrust to post-office with special 
precautions for safety; || ~ luggage, on 
railway etc.; ~ oneself or abs., put one’s 
name on electoral register). 3. (Of instru¬ 
ment) record automatically, indicate; 
(cinemat.) express facially or by gesture 
(emotion). 4. (print, etc.). Correspond, 
make correspond, exactly. Hence or cogn. 
re'glstrABLE a., registrA'TioN n. [ME, f. 
OF registrer, or f. med. L registrare (prec.)] 

re'gistrar, n. Official recorder, person 
charged with keeping register. Hence 
*—-ship n. [prec., -ar2] 

re'gistrary, n. Registrar of Cambridge 
University. [f. med. L registrarius 
(REGISTER1, -ARY1)] 

re'gistry, n. Registration; place, office, 
where registers are kept; married at a ~ 
or ~ office or register office, i.e. without 
religious ceremony; servants’ ~ (office), 
shop etc. w'here lists of vacant situations 
& servants seeking them are kept; 
register (rare), [register1, -ry] 

II Re'gius, a. ~ professor of Greek etc., 
holder of chair at Oxf. or Camb. insti¬ 
tuted by Henry VIII, (or, in Scotland, by 
the Crown), or of later one placed on same 
footing. [L, = royal (rex regis king)] 

reg'nal, a. Of a reign (~ year, beginning 
with king’s accession or an anniversary 
of it; ~ day, anniversary of accession), 
[f. med. L regnalis (reign, -al)] 

reg'nant, a. Reigning (Queen R~, ruling 
in her own right & not as consort); (of 
things, qualities, opinions, etc.) pre¬ 
dominant, prevalent, [f. L regnarereign2, 

-ant] 

regdrge', v.t. & i. Bring or cast up again, 
vomit, disgorge; gush or flow back from 
pit, channel, etc.; swallow again, [f. F 
regorger, or re- 9 +gorge2] 

regratle , v.t. (hist.). Buy up (goods, esp. 
victuals) with view to retailing at a profit 
(a practice formerly prohibited). Hence 
~'er1, ~'or, nn. [ME, f. OF regrater (now 
regralter) of obsc. orig.] 

reg'ress1, n. Going hack; declension, 
backward tendency. [ME, f. L regressus 
(foil.)] 

regress'2, v.i. Move backwards (chiefly 
astron.). [f. L re(gredi=gradi gress- step), 
re- 9] 

regression (-shn), n. Backward move¬ 
ment, retreat; return of curve; relapse, 
reversion. So regress'ivE a., regres- 
s'iveiY2 adv., regress'iveNESS n. [f. L 
-io (prec., -ion)] 

regret', v.t. (-tt-), & n. 1. Be sorry for loss 
of, wish one could have again; be dis¬ 
tressed about or sorry for (event, fact), 
grieve at, repent (action etc.); be sorry to 
say etc. or that (esp. in polite refusal of 
invitation etc.); hence ~t'ABLE a., 
~t'abLY2 adv. 2. n. Sorrow for loss of 
person or thing (often for); repentance or 
annoyance concerning thing (left un)done 
(has no ~s; express ~ for, esp. make 
apology or ask pardon for); vexation or 
disappointment caused by occurrence or 
situation (hear with ~ of or that; refuse 
with much ~ or many ~s); hence (of 
person or feeling) ~ful a., ~fulLY2 adv. 
[(1) ME, f. OF regreter, perh. f. ON 
grata GREET2; (2) 16th c., f. F regret, 
f. (1)] 

regroup. See re- 8. 
reg'ulable, a. Admitting of regulation, 

[f. med. L regulabilis (regulate, -able)] 
reg'fllar, a. & n. 1. (eccl.). Bound by re¬ 
ligious rule, belonging to religious or mo¬ 
nastic order, (cf. secular ; the ~ clergy in 
R.-C. countries, monks as opp. parish 
priests etc.). 2. (Of shape, structure, 
arrangement, or objects in these respects) 
following or exhibiting a principle, 
harmonious, consistent, systematic, sym¬ 
metrical, (~ nomenclature, formation, 
features, curve, figure, flower', the five ~ 
solids, tetrahedron or triangular pyramid 
bounded by 4 equal triangles, hexahedron 
or cube by 6 equal squares, octahedron by 
8 equal triangles, dodecahedron by 12 
equal pentagons, & icosahedron by 20 
equal triangles). 3. Acting, done, recur¬ 
ring, uniformly or calculably in time or 
manner, habitual, constant, not caprici¬ 
ous or casual, orderly, (~ working, steps, 
procedure, sequence, pulse, bowels, salary, 
orbit, bedtime, employ; keep ~ hours, do 
same tiling at same time daily; a ~ life, 
lived in orderly manner, esp. without 
excesses; ~ people, living ~ lives; also 
vulg. as adv., as comes, happens, ~). 4. 
Conforming to a standard of etiquette 
etc., not transgressing conventions, in 
order, (had no ~ introduction; the attitude 
of the Foreign Office has been quite ~). 

For pronunciation & hyphening of re- see re- ; for words in re- not given see re- 8, 9. 
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5. (gram.). (Of verbs, nouns, etc.) fol¬ 
lowing a normal type of inflection. 
6. Properly constituted or qualified, not 
defective or amateur, devoted exclusively 
or primarily to its nominal function, 
(cooks as well as a ~ cook; has no ~ 
profession; ~ soldiers, opp. volunteers or 
militia or temporary levies; ~ army, of 
~ soldiers); (colloq.) complete, thorough, 
indubitable, (is a ~ rascal, brick, hero; a ~ 
royal queen; had a ~ smash, overhauling, 
etc.; also vulg. as adv., as is ~ angry); 
hence regula'riTY n., —ize(3) v.t., ~iza- 

tion n., ~ly2 adv. 7. n. One of the ~ 
clergy; ~ soldier; (colloq.) ~ customer, 
visitor, etc.; (colloq.) person permanently 
employed. [ME & OF reguler f. L regularis 
(regvla rule); later dir. f. L ; see -ar1 ] 

reg'uliate, v.t. Control by rule, subject to 
restrictions, moderate, adapt to require¬ 
ments ; adjust (machine, clock) so that it 
may work accurately. Hence ~atOR n., 
~ative a. [f. LL regulare (regula rule, f. 
regere direct), -ate3] 

regulation, n. Regulating or being regu¬ 
lated; prescribed rule, authoritative di¬ 
rection; (attrib.) fulfilling what is laid 
down by ~s, of correct pattern etc., 
ordinary, usual, formal, (of the ~ size; 
exceed the ~ speed; a ~ sword, cap; the ~ 
•mourning), [prec., -ation) 

reg'ul|us, n. (pi. ~i). l.(R—us) bright star 
in Leo. 2. (chem.). Purer or metallic part 
of mineral separated by sinking to bottom 
in crucible, impure metallic product of 
smelting various ores, whence ~IN'E1 a. 
3. Golden-crested wren. [L, dim. of rex 
regis king; sense 2 orig. of metallic form 
of antimony, perh. as title of honour 
due to its readiness to combine with 
gold ] 

regur'gitlate, v.i. & t. Gush back; (of 
stomach or crop or receptacle) pour or 
cast up again. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. med. 
L re(gurgitare f. L gurges -ilis whirlpool), 
RE- 9, -ATE3] 

rehabilitate, [f. med. L rehabilitare (re- 
9, habilitate)]; rehandle, rehang, 
rehash, rehear, etc., re- 8. 

rehears'al (-h<Sl--), n. Rehearsing; prepa¬ 
ratory performance of play or other 
entertainment (dress ~, such ~ in cos¬ 
tume, i.e. when practice is far advanced). 
[-AL (2)] 

rehearse' (-lnSts), v.t. Recite, say over, re¬ 
peat from beginning to end, give list of, 
recount, enumerate; have rehearsal of 
(play etc. or part in it), practise for later 
public performance. [ME, f. OF rehercer, 
app. f. re- 8, herser harrow f. herse; see 
HEARSE ] 

rehouse, see re- 8; rehumanize, re- 9. 
Reich (rix), n. The German common¬ 
wealth as a whole (First ~, Holy Roman 
Empire, 962—1806; Second ~, 1871—1918; 
Third ~, Nazi regime, 1933-45); ~s'wehr 
(-var), (formerly) German armed forces. 
[G, = empire] 

Reichstag (ri^s'tahk), n. (hist.). The Ger¬ 
man parliament; parliament of the late 
Transleithan Austria-Hungary. [G] 

re'ify, v.t. Convert (person, abstract con¬ 
cept) into thing, materialize. So reiFi- 
ca'tion n. [f. L res thing, -I-, -fy] 

reign1 (ran), n. Sovereignty, rule, sway, 
(under the ~ of Queen Victoria; his ~ was 
a gentle one; the ~ of law in nature; night 
resumes her ~; of terror); realm, 
sphere, (rare); period during which sove¬ 
reign reigns (in the ~ of John; during five 
successive ~s). [ME, f. OF regne f. L 
regnum (regere rule) ] 

reign3 (ran), v.i. Hold royal office, he 
king or queen lit. or fig., (~ed over Great 
Britain for GO years; a king who desired to 
rule as well as ~; better to ~ in hell than 
serve in heaven; ~ing beauty, acknow¬ 
ledged as supreme for the time); hold 
sway, prevail, (dissension & improvidence 
~e<2; silence ~s, all is quiet). [ME, f. OF 
regner f. L regnare (prec.)] 

reignite. See re- 9. 

reimburse', v.t. Repay (person who has 
expended money, out-of-pocket expenses, 
person expenses). Hence ~ment (-sm-) n. 
[re- 9, obs. Unburse put in purse f. med. L 
imbursare (im-1, bourse)] 

reimport, reimpose etc. See re- 9. 

rein (ran), n., & v.t. 1. Long narrow strap 
with each end attached to bit used to 
guide or check horse etc. in riding or 
driving, (fig.) means of control, (often pi. 
in same senses; draw ~, stop one’s horse, 
pull up, abandon effort, retrench expendi¬ 
ture, etc.; give horse the or ~, let it 
go its own way; so throw the ~s to; give ~ 
or the ~s to one’s imagination etc., let it 
have free scope; assume, drop, the ~s of 
government, enter upon, resign, office); 
hence —'less a. 2. v.t. Check or manage 
with ~s; (fig.) govern, restrain, control; 
pull up or back with ~s, hold in with ~s 
or fig. [ME, f. OF rene, earlier resne, f. 

Rom. * retina f. L retinere retain ] 
reincarnate etc., see re- 8; reincorpo¬ 

rate, RE- 9. 

rein'deer (ran-), n. (collect, sing. usu. for 
pi.). Subarctic deer used for drawing 
sledges & kept in herds for its milk, flesh, 
& hide. [ME, f. ON hreindf/ri (hreinn 
reindeer, deer)] 

reinforce', v.t., & n. 1. Strengthen or 
support by additional men or material or 
by increase of numbers, quantity, size, 
thickness, etc. (~ fortress, army, provi¬ 
sions, party, the basses etc. in band or 
chorus, person’s health etc. with food etc., 
one’s argument with fresh points); ~d 
concrete (with metal bars, gratings, or 
wire, embedded in it); (rare) enforce 
again, re-enforce. 2. n. Thicker part of 
gun next breech; strengthening part, 
band, etc., added to object, [re- 8, in- 
force = enforce] 

reinforce'ment (-sm-), n. Reinforcing or 
being reinforced; (often pi.) additional 
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men, ships, etc., for military or naval 
force; anything that reinforces, [-ment] 

reingratiate, see re- 9; reink, re- 8. 
|| reins (ranz), n. pi. (arch.). The kidneys; 
the loins. [JIB, f. OF, f. L renes pi.] 

reinsert etc. See re- 9. 
reinstate', v.t. Restore to, replace in, lost 
position, privileges, etc.; restore to health 
or proper order. Hence ~ment (-tm-) n. 
[re- 9, obs. instate (in-1, state n.)] 

reinsure etc., reinter, see re- 8; reinvest 
etc., re- 8, 9; reinvigorate etc., re- 9. 

reis (ras), n. pi. Former Portuguese and 
Brazilian money of account of very small 
value. [Port. (pi. of real real1)] 

reissue etc., reiterate etc. See re- 8. 
reiver. See reave. 
reject, v.t., & n. 1. (rljfikt'). Put aside as 
not to be accepted, practised, believed, 
chosen, used, complied with, etc. (~ 
doctrine, custom, evidence, candidate, 
literary contribution, food, request, suitor, 
vote; sorting-machine ~s all defective 
specimens)', cast up again, vomit, evacu¬ 
ate. 2. n. (rej'fikt). Somebody or some¬ 
thing that has been ~ed (e.g. person unfit 
for military service, article sold cheaply 
as not up to standard). Hence or cogn. 
reject'able a., rejec'tER1, rejec'tiON, 
rejec'tOR, nn. [ME, f. L re(jic&re -ject- = 
jac&re throw), re- 9 ] 

rejSctamSn'ta, n. pi. Refuse, waste mat¬ 
ters ; things cast up by the sea; excre¬ 
ments. [mod. L (pree., -ment)] 

rejoice', v.t. & i. Cause joy to, make glad, 
(the news ~d him; I am ~cZ to hear it. that 
it should be so, at it, etc.); feel great 
joy, whence rejoi'clngLY2 adv.; be glad 
that or to do, take delight in or at, (~ in, 
be blessed in the possession of, often joc. 
for have); make merry, celebrate some 
event, whence rejoi'eings (-z) [-INQ1] 
n. p). [ME, f. OF refjoir -iss- joy2), re- 01 

rejoin'1, v.i. & t. (Law) reply to charge or 
pleading, esp. to plaintiff’s replication; 
say in answer, retort; join (one’s com¬ 
panion, regiment, etc.) again. [ME, f. OF 
rejoindre join), re- 9] 

re-join'2, v.t. & i. Join (t. & i.) together 
again, reunite, [re- 9+join, or as prec. ] 

rejoin'der, n. What is rejoin ’ed or said 
in reply, retort, [as rejoin see -er 4 ] 

rejuv'en|ate, rejuv'en ize, -|ise (-do-; 
-iz), vv.t. & i. Make or become young 
again. Hence ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn., (-do-). 
[re- 9, L juvenis young, -ate3, -ize] 

rejuveniesce' (-ob-), v.i. & t. Become 
young again; (biol., i. & t. of cells) get, 
fill with, fresh vitality. So ~6s'cent 

a., ~es'cENCE n., (-do-), [f. LL re(juven- 
escere f. L juvenis, -escent), re- 9] 

rekindle. See re- 9. 
-rel, also -erel, suf. of dim. & depreciating 
tendency, occas. repr. OF -erel, mod. F 
-ereau, but usu. in native wds of obscure 
origin. 

For pronunciation & hyphening of re- see 

relabel. See re- 8. 
relaps|e', v.i., & n. 1. Fall back, sink 
again, into wrong-doing, error, heresy, 
weakness or illness, quiescence or in¬ 
dolence, (often into). 2. n. Act or fact 
of ~ing, esp. deterioration in patient’s 
condition after partial recovery, [f. L 
rellabi laps- slip), re- 9] 

relatle', v.t. & i. 1. Narrate, recount, 
whence ~'er1 n. 2. Bring into relation, 
establish relation between, (to, with, or 
abs.; cannot ~e the phenomena with or to 
anything we know or to each other); (p.p.) 
connected, allied, akin by blood or 
marriage, (the law extends to several ~etZ 
groups; is ~ed to the royal family), whence 
~'edNESSn. 3. Have reference to, stand in 
some relation to, (notices nothing but what 
~es to himself; hmv parts ~e to parts). 
[f. L relat- (REFER)] 

rela'tion, n. 1. Narration, a narrative; 
(law) laying of information before 
Attorney-General for him to take action 
upon (proceeding at the ~ of the Board of 
Trade). 2. What one person or tiling has 
to do with another, way in which one 
stands or is related to another, kind of 
connexion or correspondence or contrast 
or feeling that prevails between persons 
or things, (the ~s primarily expressed by 
prepositions are those of place & time; the 
outlay seems to bear no ~, is out of all ~, 
to the object aimed at ; the ~ between them 
is that of guardian & ward; ~s are rather 
strained, cordiality is impaired; the report 
has ~ to a state of things now past; in or 
rarely with ~ to, as regards), whence ~al 

a.,~alLY2 adv., (-sho-). 3. Kinship lit. or 
fig. (rare, now usu. ~ship n.). 4. Kins¬ 
man, kinswoman, relative (occas. with 
mixture of prec. sense, as is he any 
~, what ~ is he, to you?; he is no ~). 
Hence ~less (-sho-) a. [ME, f. OF, or L 
relatio (prec., -ion)] 

rel'ative, a. & n. 1. (gram.). Referring, 
& attaching a subordinate clause, to an 
expressed or implied antecedent (~ pro¬ 
noun, as in The man whom you saw; ~ 
adjective, as in Which things are an 
allegory; ~ adverb, as in The place where 
he died); (of clause) attached to ante¬ 
cedent by ~ word. 2. Having mutual 
relations, corresponding in some way, 
related to each other, (different yet ~ 
designs). 3. Pertinent, relevant, related 
to the subject, (without somemore~ proof). 
4. Comparative (what are the ~ merits of 
the. two ?; made the next attempt with ~ 
coolness); in relation to something else 
(their ~ positions are the same though they 
are miles apart); proportioned to some¬ 
thing else (supply is ~ to demand); im¬ 
plying comparison (heat, speed, strength, 
are ~ words); correlative or essentially 
involving a different but corresponding 
idea (the conceptions of husband & wife are 

RE-; for words in re- not given see re- 8, 9. 
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~ to each other)', not having absolute 
existence but conditioned (she is beautiful 
to me, but beauty is ~ to the beholder’s eye). 
5. Having reference, relating, to (detailed 
the facts ~ to the matter; also loosely as 
adv., as I wrote to him ~ to renewal of the 
lease); hence~LY2 (-vl-) adv. 6. n. (Gram.) 
~ word, esp. pronoun (the principal 
are who, which, that, what), whence 
relativ'AL a.; (philos.) ~ thing or term. 
7. Kinsman, kinswoman, relation by 
blood or marriage. [ME, f. OF (-if, -ive), 
or LL relativus (relate, -ive)] 

rel'ativ(ism, n. Doctrine that knowledge 
is of relations only. So ~ist(2) n. [prec., 
-ISM] 

relativ'Ity, n. Relativeness; (philos.) 
Einstein’s theory of the universe, based 
on the principle that all motion is rela¬ 
tive, regarding space-time as a four- 
-dimensional continuum, & invalidating 
previous conceptions of gravitation, geo¬ 
metry, & other matters, [-ity] 

relat'or, n. Relater (now rare); (law) 
maker of relation (legal sense). [L (re¬ 

late, -or)] 

relax', v.t. & i. Cause or allow to become 
loose or slack or limp, enfeeble, enervate, 
mitigate, abate, (~ the boicels, the muscles, 
one’s grasp, discipline, a rule, one’s atten¬ 
tion, one’s efforts; ~ed throat, form of 
sore throat; place has a ~ing climate, 
opp. bracing); grow less tense or rigid 
or stern or ceremonious or energetic or 
zealous (his hold, hands, severity, features, 
manner, endeavours, ~ed; must not ~ in 
one’s efforts). [ME, f. L re(laxare see lax), 

re- 9] 

relaxation, n. Partial remission of pen¬ 
alty, duty, etc.; cessation from work, 
recreation, amusements; diminution of 
tension, severity, precision, etc. [f. L 
relaxatio (prec., -ation)] 

relay'1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Set of fresh 
horses substituted for tired ones; gang 
of men, supply of material, etc., similarly 
used (~-race, between teams of which each 
person does part of the distance, the 2nd 
etc. members of teams starting when the 
1st etc. end); (teleg.) instrument rein¬ 
forcing long-distance current with local 
battery. 2. vb. Arrange in, provide with, 
replace by, get, ~(s); (radio) broadcast 
(a message, programme, originating at, 
and received from, another station). [ME, 
f. OF relai n., relaier vb, ult. f. L laxarc, cf. 
delay] 

re-lay'2, v.t. Lay again, [re- 8] 

releasle'1, v.t. 1. (law). Remit, surrender, 
make over to another, (debt, right, pro¬ 
perty), whence ~ee', ~'or, nn. 2. Set 
free, liberate, deliver, unfasten, (from); 
(cinemat.) issue (film etc.) for general 
exhibition. Hence ~'able a. [ME, f. OF 
relesscr f. L RELAXare] 

release'2, n. 1. Deliverance, liberation, 
from trouble, sorrow, life, duty, confine¬ 
ment, or fixed position. 2. Written dis¬ 

charge, receipt; legal conveyance of right 
or estate to another, document effecting 
this. 3. Handle, catch, etc., that releases 
part of machine etc. [ME, f. OF reles 
(prec.)] 

rel'eglate, v.t. Banish to some place of 
exile; consign or dismiss to some usu. 
inferior position, sphere, etc.; transfer 
(matter) for decision or execution, refer 
(person) for information etc., to. Hence 
~able a., ~a'tion n. [f. L re(legare send), 
RE- 5, -ATE3] 

relent', v.i. Relax severity, become less 
stern, abandon harsh intention, yield to 
compassion. Hence ~ingLY2 adv., ~less 
a., ~lessLY2 adv., ^lessNESS n. [ME, 
ult. f. re- 9, L lentus soft; cf. L relenlescere 
slacken ] 

rel'ev|ant, a. Bearing upon, pertinent to, 
the matter in hand. Hence ~ance,~ancy, 
nn., ~antLY2 adv. [f. med. L relevans, 
part, of L relevare relieve, -ant ] 

reli'lable, a. That may be relied upon, of 
sound & consistent character or quality. 
Hence ~aisiL'lTY n. (~ability trials, long- 
-distance trials of motor vehicles designed 
to test dependableness, endurance, etc. 
rather than speed), ~ableNESS n., ~abLY2 
adv. [rely, -able; from 16th c.; an 
established wd avoided by some purists 
as of irreg. formation] 

reli'ance, n. Trust, confidence, (usu. 
upon, on, in; have, place, feel, ~ upon 
etc.; my ~ is upon God); thing depended 
upon (the well is our chief ~). So reli'ANT 
a. [rely, -ance] 

rel'ic, n. 1. Part of holy person’s body or 
belongings kept after his death as object 
of reverence; memento, souvenir. 2. pi. 
Dead body, remains, of person; what 
has survived destruction or wasting, 
remnant, residue, scraps. 3. Surviving 
trace or memorial of a custom, belief, 
period, people, etc.; object interesting 
for age of associations. [ME relike etc., 
f. OF relique, f. reliquiae] 

rel'ict, n. Widow (usu. his etc. ~, or ~ 
of); geological or other object which has 
survived in a primitive form; animal or 
plant known to have existed in the same 
form in previous geological ages; (rare) 
= prec. [f. p.p. of L re(linquere -lict- 
leave), re- 3] 

relief' \ n. 1. Alleviation of or deliverance 
from pain, distress, anxiety, etc. (tliemedi- 
cine brought ~; it is a ~ to come across an 
optimist). 2. Feature etc. that diversifies 
monotony or relaxes tension (a blank wall 
without ~; a comic scene folloics by way of 
~). 3. Assistance given to the poor esp. 
|| formerly under the Poor Law (recipients 
of public ~ shall not be eligible) or to 
persons in special danger or difficulty (a 
~ fund for the earthquake victims;~-works, 
building etc. operations started to give 
work to the unemployed). 4. Reinforce¬ 
ment & esp. raising of siege of besieged 
town. 5. (Replacing of person or persons 
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on duty by) person(s) appointed to take 
turn of duty. 6. Redress of hardship or 
grievance. [ME, f. AF relef, OF relief 
(relever relieve) ] 

relief'2, n. Method of moulding or carving 
or stamping in which design stands out 
from plane or curved surface with pro¬ 
jections proportioned & more or less 
(high, low, ~) closely approximating to 
those of objects imitated (the profile of 
Julius in ~); piece of sculpture etc, in ~; 
appearance of being done in ~ given by 
arrangement of line or colour or shading, 
distinctness of outline lit. or fig., vivid¬ 
ness, (stands out in ~; bring out the facts 
in full ~); ~ map, map-model showing the 
elevations and depressions of the area 
dealt with, usu. on an exaggerated rela¬ 
tive scale, (also) ordinary map indicating 
hills and valleys by shading, colouring, or 
hachures, rather than by contour lines 
alone, [f. F relief & its source It. rilievo 
(rilevare raise f. L as relieve)] 

reliev|e', v.t. 1. Bring, give, be a, relief1 

to (town was ~ed; am much ~ed to hear it; 
devotes himself to ~ing distress or the 
distressed; || ~ing officer, official charged 
with care of the poor; <—ing arch, built in 
substance of wall to ~e part below from 
weight; ~e one’s feelings, by strong 
language or some ebullition; ~e nature, 
evacuate bladder or bowels; a black 
bodice ~ed with white lace; ~e guard, come 
& take one’s turn on guard; you shall be 
~ed at 10.30; ~e one of load, take it off 
him, also joc., as a tramp ~ed him of his 
purse). 2. Bring into relief2, exhibit with 
appearance of solidity or detachment, 
(esp. in p.p., often against background). 
Hence ~'able a. [ME, f. OF relever f. L 
re(levarc f. levis light), re- 9] 

reliev'd, n. (pi. ~s). = relief2 esp. in lit. 
senses (aeto, basso, mezzo, —). [f. It. 
rilievo relief2 w. anglicized spelling & 
pronunc. ] 

reli'gion (-jn), n. 1. Monastic condition, 
being monk or nun, (enter into, be in, ~); 
(rare) a monastic order. 2. (rare). Prac¬ 
tice of sacred rites. 3. One of the pre¬ 
valent systems of faith & worship (the 
Christian, Mohammedan, ~; established 
~, that of established church1; natural, 

reveal 1ed, ~; all ~s are the same to him). 
4. Human recognition of superhuman 
controlling power & esp. of a personal 
God entitled to obedience, effect of such 
recognition on conduct & mental attitude, 
(get ~, vulg. or joc., be converted to such 
belief). 5. Action that one is bound to do 
(makea~ of doing). Hence~LESS (-jon-) a. 
[ME, f. AF religiun, OF -ion, or L 
religio] 

reli'gioner (-jon-), n. Member of monastic 
order; person zealous for religion. [-ER1] 

rell'gion|ism (-jon-), n. Excessive religi¬ 
ous zeal. So~IST(2)n. [-ISM] 

reli'gionize (-jon-), -ise (-iz), v.t. & l. 
Convert to or imbue with religion; ex¬ 
hibit religious zeal, [-ize] 

reli'giose, a. Morbidly religious, [as re¬ 
ligious, -OSE1] 

religiosity, n. Being religious or religiose. 
[ME, f. L religiositas (foil., -ity)] 

reli'gious (-jits), a. & n. 1. Imbued with 
religion, pious, god-fearing, devout; of, 
belonging to, a monastic order; of, con¬ 
cerned with, religion; scrupulous, con¬ 
scientious, (with ~ care, exactitude, etc.); 
hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n., (-jus-). 2. n. 
(As sing, with a etc., & as pi. in same form 
with the, some, several, etc.) person boimd 
by monastic vows. [ME, f. AF religitis, 
OF -ieus, or L religiosus (religion, -ous)] 

reline. See re- 9. 
relin'qulsh, v.t. Give up, abandon, cease 
from, resign, surrender, (habit, plan, hope, 
belief, right, possession); loose hold of 
(object held). Hence ~ment n. [ME, f. 
OF relinquir f. L re(linquere leave), RE- 3, 
-ISH2] 

rel'Iquary, n. Receptacle for relic(s). [f. 

F reliquaire (RELIC, -ARY1)] 
rel'ique (-Ik; or relek'), n. (arch.). Relic. 

[FI 
relt'qutae, n. pi. Remains; (geol.) fossil 
remains of animals or plants; (bot.) 
withered remains of leaves decaying on 
stem. [L (reliquus remaining, f. relin- 
quere RELINQUISH, -IA1)] 

rel'Ish1, n. 1. Flavour, distinctive taste 
of-, slight dash or tinge of some quality. 
2. Appetizing flavour, attractive quality, 
(meat has no ~ when one is ill; horseplay 
loses its ~ after childhood); thing eaten 
with plainer food to add flavour. 3. En¬ 
joyment of food or other things, zest, 
liking for, (eat, read, appreciate jest, etc., 
with great ~ ; has no ~ for poetry). [16th c. 
alt. (w. assim. to -ish2) of obs. reles f. OF 
reles remainder f. relaisser (release1)] 

rel'Ish2, v.t. & i. Serve as relish to, make 
piquant etc.; get pleasure out of, like, be 
pleased with, (thought he could ~ a lobster; 
does not ~ the prospect), whence ~able a.; 
taste, savour, smack, suggest presence, 
of; affect the lit. or fig. taste well, badly, 
etc. [f. prec. ] 

relive, reload. See re- 8. 
relu'cent (-do-), a. (rare). Shining, bright. 

[f. L re(lucere shine), re- 6, -ent] 
reluct', v.i. (now rare). Feel or show re¬ 
luctance, make opposition, (at, against). 
So ~ate3 (in same sense) v.i., reluctA- 
tion n. [f. L re(luctari struggle), re- 2] 

reluc'tant, a. Struggling, offering resist¬ 
ance, hard to work or get or manage, 
(esp. poet.); unwilling, disinclined, to do 
or abs. (am very ~ to admit; gave me ~ 
assistance). Hence reluc'tANCE n., ~ly2 
adv. [as prec.,-ant J 

relume' (or -oom), v.t. (poet.). Rekindle 
(light or flame lit. or fig.); make (eyes 

For pronunciation & hyphening of re- see re- ; for words in re- not given see RE- 8, 9. 
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etc.) bright again; light (sky etc.) up 
again, [re-9, & as illume ] 

rely', v.i. Put one’s trust, depend with 
confidence, (up)on person or thing (is 
~ing upon a broken reed; I ~ upon you to 
do it, its being done, today, you may ~ 
upon it that he will be here). [ME ; earlier 
senses rally, be vassal of-, f. OF relier 
bind together, f. L re(ligare bind), re- 9) 

remain' ‘, v.i. 1. Be left over after abstrac¬ 
tion or use of or dealing with the rest (the 
few pleasures that ~ to an old man; worse 
things ~ to be told; nothing ~s but to draw 
the moral). 2. Abide, stay in same place 
or condition, continue to exist, be ex¬ 
tant, be left behind, (~ three weeks in 
Paris; Let it ~ as it is; as things have been 
they —; the Parthenon ~s to attest or 
as a proof of it; this visit will always ~ in 
my memory; the luggage unfortunately ~ed 
on the platform; victory ~ed with the 
Thebans). 3. (With compl.) continue to 
be (one thing ~s certain; ~ faithful etc.; 
/ ~ yours truly etc., formula concluding 
letter). [ME, f. AFremeyn- f. OF remanoir 
(also remaindre) f. L re(manere stay), 
re- 3] 

remain'2, n. 1. (Usu. pi.) what remains 
over, surviving members or parts or 
amount, (the ~s of a nation, family, meal, 
stock, building, of one’s conscience or 
strength, etc.; also in pi. as sing., & in 
sing., as here there is the ~s, a ~, of a 
temple); (usu. pi.) relics or relic of obsolete 
custom or of antiquity (Roman ~s). 2. pi. 
Works, esp. those not before or yet 
published, left by author (rarely in sing, 
of single work). 3. pi. Dead body, corpse. 
[ME, f. OF (prec.)] 

remain'der, n., & v.t. 1. (law). Residual 
interest in estate devised to another (cf. 
reversion) simultaneously with creation 
of estate (~ man, devisee of ~), right of 
succession to title or position on holder’s 
decease, whence ~ship n. 2. Residue, 
remaining person or things; (arith.) 
number left after subtraction or division; 
(bookselling) copies left unsold when 
demand has ceased & often offered at 
reduced price, (vb) treat or dispose of 
(edition) as ~; (attrib.) left over. [ME 
& AF, = OF remaindre, see remain l, -er 4] 

remake, see re- 8; reman, re- 8, 9. 
remand' (-ah-), v.t., & n. 1. Send back 

to, reconsign, (now rare in gen. sense); 
send back (prisoner) into custody to allow 
of further inquiry. 2. n. Recommittal to 
custody; ~ home, temporary institution 
for juvenile offenders. [ME, f. OF 
remandcr or LL re(mandare commit), 
RE- 9] 

rem'anent, a. Remaining, residual, (now 
rare exc. in ~ magnetism, that left in iron 
after electric excitation). [ME, f. L part, 
as foil., see -ENT] 

rem'anet, n. Remaining part, residue; 
postponed lawsuit or parliamentary bill. 
[L, 3rd sing, of L remanere (remain1)] 

remargin. See re- 8. 
remark'1, v.t. & i. Take notice of, per¬ 
ceive, regard with attention, observe, 
(person, thing, fact, that etc.); say by way 
of comment; make comment (up)on. [f. 
F re(marquer mark2), re- 6] 

remark'2, n. Noticing, observing, (worthy 
of ~, remarkable), commenting (is the 
theme of general ~ ; let it pass without ~); 
a written or spoken comment, anything 
said, (his ~s are often interesting; make a 
~, speak), [f. F remarqvs (prec.)] 

remahk'ab|le, a. Worth notice, excep¬ 
tional, striking, conspicuous. Hence 
~leNESS n., ~ly2 adv. ■ [f. F remarquable 
(REMARK1, -ABLE)] 

remarque (rlmifrk'), n. Mark, usu. 
marginal sketch, indicating certain state 
of engraving plate. [F] 

remarry etc., remast. See re- 8. 
rernblai (rahnbla'), n. (Fortif.) earth used 
to form ramparts, parapets, etc.; earth 
brought to form railway embankments 
etc. [F, f. remblayer embank] 

Rembrandtesque' (-sk), a. & n. (After) 
the style of Rembrandt (d. 1G99), with 
marked effects of light & shade, [-esque] 

rem'edy, n., & v.t. 1. Cure for disease, 
healing medicine or treatment, means of 
removing or counteracting or relieving 
any evil (for), redress, legal or other 
reparation, whence or cogn. remed'iAL a., 
remed'ialLY2 adv., (now poet, or rhet.) 
rem'ediLESs (orrimed1)a., rem'ediless- 
ly2 adv. 2. Margin within which coins 
as minted may differ from the standard 
fineness and weight. 3. v.t. Cure medi¬ 
cally (now rare); rectify, make good; so 
remed'iABLE a. [ME; vb f. OF remedier 
or L remediare, n. f. AF remedie, f. L 
re(medium f. mederi heal), re- 1 ] 

remem'ber, v.t. 1. Retain in the mem¬ 
ory, not forget, recall to mind, recollect, 
know by heart, (person, thing, fact, that, 
to do, how to do, when, why, etc., or abs.; 
~ oneself, bethink oneself of one’s man¬ 
ners or intentions after a lapse; also refl. 
with me, him, etc., arch., as I ~ me that, 
they ~ed them of), whence ~able a. 
2. Make present to, tip, (~ed me in his 
will; ~ the waiter). 3. Mention in one’s 
prayers. 4. Convey greetings from (per¬ 
son) to another (~ me kindly to them; 
begs to be ~ed to you). [ME, f. OF remem- 
brer f. LL re(mcmorari f. L memor mind¬ 
ful), RE- 9] 

remem'brance, n. 1. Remembering or 
being remembered, memory, recollection, 
(has escaped my ~; have in, call to, ~ ; put 
in ~, remind; have no ~ of it; more than 
once within my ~; a pillar in ~ of the 
exploit); 7f~ Day, day (11th November, 
armistice Day, or the Sunday immediately 
preceding it) commemorating those who 
fell in the wars of 1914-1S & 1939-45. 2. 
Keepsake, souvenir, memorial. 3. pi. 
Greetings conveyed through third person. 
[ME, f. OF (prec., -ance)] 
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remem'brancer, n. 1. |1 King's, Queen’s, ~t,Ai(2) n. 6. n. (Also rem'It) item ~ted 
i?~, officer collecting debts due to 
sovereign; II City R~, representing Cor¬ 
poration of City of London before parlia¬ 
mentary committees etc. 2. Reminder, 
memento, of. [ME, f. AF (prec., -ER1)] 

remigrate etc. See re- 9. 
remind', v.t. Put (person) in mind of, to 
do, that, how, etc., or abs. [re- 8, mind vb] 

remin'der, n. Thing that reminds or is 
memento, of. [ME, f. AF (prec., -er1)] 

remind'ful, a. Acting as a reminder, re¬ 
viving the memory, of. [-ful] 

reminis'cence, n. 1. Remembering, re¬ 
covery of knowledge by mental effort, 
(Platonic doctrine of~, that all knowledge 
is such recovery of things known to the 
soul in previous existences). 2. Remem¬ 
bered (& related) fact or incident; (pi.) 
collection in literary form of incidents 
that person remembers. 3. Point in 
thing reminding or suggestive of other 
thing (there is a ~ of the Greek type in her 
face). Hence reminiscen'tiAL (-shl) a. 
[F, or f. LL reminiscentia f. reminisci 
remember, re- 9, -ence] 

reminis'cent, a. Recalling past things, 
given to or concerned with retrospection, 
mindful or having memories of; remind¬ 
ing or suggestive of. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[as prec., -ent] 

remint. See re- 8. 
remise'1(-ez),n.,&v.i. l.(arch.). Coach- 

-house, carriage hired from livery-stable. 
2. (fenc.). Second thrust made for 
recovery from first; (v.i.) make ~. [F, 
vbl n. f. remeltre remit ] 

remise'2 (-iz), v.t. (legal). Surrender, 
make over, (right, property), [f. F re- 
mis(e) p.p. as prec.] 

remiss', a. Careless of duty, lax, negli¬ 
gent; lacking force or energy. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~NESS n. [f. L remissus p.p. of 
REMlTfere] 

remiss'Ible, a. That may be remitted. 
[F, or f. LL remissibilis (remit, -ible)] 

rcmi'ssion (-shn), n. 1. Forgiveness of 
sins etc., forgiveness of sins; remitting 
of debt, penalty, etc. 2. Diminution of 
force, effect, degree, violence, etc. 3. Act 
of remitting in other senses (rare). So 
remiss'ivi; a. [ME, f. OF, f. L remis- 
sionem (foil., -ion)] 

remit', v.t. & i. (-tt-), & n. 1. (Usu. of 
God) pardon (sins etc.); refrain from 
exacting or inflicting or executing (debt, 
punishment, sentence). 2. Abate (t. & i.), 
slacken, mitigate, partly or entirely cease 
from or cease, (~ one’s anger or efforts, the 
siege; pain, enthusiasm, begins to ~). 3. 
Refer (matter for decision etc.) to some 
authority, send back (case) to lower court. 
4. Send or put back (in)to previous state; 
postpone, defer, to or till. 5. Transmit 
(money etc.), get conveyed by post etc., 
whence ~t'erl [-ER1], ~tEE', nn. Hence 

For pronunciation & hyphening of re- see 

for consideration. [ME, f. L re(mittere 
miss- send), RE- 5] 

remitt'ance, n. Money sent to person; 
consignment of goods sent (rare); sending 
of money; ~-man, emigrant subsisting on 
~s from home, person paid to stay 
abroad, [prec., -ance] 

remitt'ent, a. & n. (Fever) that abates at 
intervals (cf. iNTERMiTfenf). [remit, -ent] 

remitt'er2, n. (legal; for remitter1 see 
remit). Substitution, in favour of holder 
of two titles to estate, of the more valid 
for the other by which he entered on 
possession; remitting of case to other 
court; restoration to rights, rehabilita¬ 
tion, (rare). [-er 4 ] 

rem'nant, n. The little or few that re¬ 
main^), small remaining quantity or 
piece or number of persons or tilings; 
surviving trace of; fragment, scrap, esp. 
piece of cloth etc. offered at reduced price 
when greater part has been used up. 
[ME, contr. f. obs. & OF remenant, 
-manant, (remanoir remain1, -ant)] 

remodel. See re- 8. 
remon'etizle (or -mun1), -is|e (-iz), v.t. 

Restore (metal etc.) to former position as 
legal tender. Hence ~a'tion n. [re-9] 

remon'strance, n. (Hist.) formal state¬ 
ment of public grievances (the Grand 7i~, 
from House of Commons to Crown 1041); 
remonstrating, expostulation, a protest. 
[OF (foil., -ANCE)] 

remon'str|ate (or rCm'on-), v.i. & t. Make 
protest, expostulate, (against course, with 
person, on or upon matter, or abs.); urge 
in remonstrance (that or parenth.). Hence 
or cogn. ~ant a. & n., ~antLY2, ~ating- 
ly2, adw., ~atiVE a., ~atOR n. [f. med. 
L re(monstrare show), RE- 2, -ate3] 

remon'tant, a. & n. (Rose) blooming 
more than once in year. [F (remonter 
REMOUNT2, -ANT)] 

rem'ora, n. The sucking-fish, formerly 
supposed to stay course of ship to which 
it adhered; obstruction, impediment, 
(now rare). [L (re- 2, mora delay), = im¬ 
pediment, sucking-fish] 

remorse', n. Bitter repentance for wrong 
committed, whence ~ful (-sf-) a., ~fuIly 2 
adv.; compunction, compassionate reluc¬ 
tance to inflict pain or be cruel, (chiefly 
in without ~), whence ~less (-si-) a., 
~lessLY2 adv., ~lessNESS n. [ME, f. OF 
remors f. LL re(morsus -iis f. mordere mors- 
bite), RE- 3] 

remote', a. (~r, ~st). 1. Far apart. 
2. Far away or off in place or time, not 
closely related, distant or widely different 
or by nature separate from, (lies ~ from 
the road; came from the ~st parts of the 
earth; memorials of ~ ages; a ~ ancestor, 
descendant, kinsman; ~ causes, effects; 
introduces considerations ~ from the sub¬ 
ject) ; ~ control, control of apparatus etc. 

re- ; for words in re- not given see re- 8, 9. 
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from a point some distance away by 
means of electrically operated device, 
radio waves, etc. 3. Out-of-the-way, 
secluded, (a~ village-, lives~). 4. (Chiefly 
superb, of idea etc.) slight(est), faint(est), 
least, (have not the ~st, have only a very ~, 
conception of what he means). Hence ~ly2 
(-tl-) adv., ~ness (-tn-) n. [ME, f. L 
remolus (remove1)] 

remould, remount1. See re-8. 
remount'2, v.t. & i. Go up, get on to, 
(hill, ladder, horse, etc.) again; go up 
again, get on horseback again, make fresh 
ascent; go back to specified date, period, 
source. [ME, f. OF re(monter mount2), ke- 
9; later dir. f. mount2] 

remo'v|able (-moo-), a. In vbl senses; 
esp., (of magistrate or official) subject to 
removal from office, holding office during 
pleasure of Crown or other authority. 
Hence ~aBiL'iTY n. [foil.,-able] 

remove'1 (-oov), v.t. & i. 1. Take oil or 
away from place occupied, convey to 
another place, change situation of, get 
rid of, dismiss, (~ one’s hat, the tea-things, 
all traces; ~ mountains, do miracle; cardi¬ 
nal was ~d by poison; ~ magistrate from 
office; boy is from school, taken away 
by parents etc.; this will ~ all apprehen¬ 
sion, the last doubts; ~ furniture, for per¬ 
sons changing house, as special trade, 
whence remo'vER1 (-moo-) n.); || (pass., 
of course at dinner etc.) he succeeded by 
(boiled haddock by hashed mutton). 
2. Change one’s residence, go away from, 
(am removing from London to Oxford-, 
truth has ~d from earth). 3. p.p. Distant 
or remote from (is not many degrees ~d 
from the brute)-, (of cousins) once, twice, 
etc., ~d, with difference of one, two, etc., 
generations (my first cousin once, twice, 
~d, cousin’s child or parent’s cousin, 
cousin’s grandchild or grandparent’s 
cousin). Hence remo'vAL (-moo-) n. (not 
of cousinship). [ME, f. OF removeir f. L 
re(movere move), re- 4] 

remove'2 (-oov), n. 1. || Dish that suc¬ 
ceeds another at table. 2. II Promotion 
to higher form at school (has not got his 
~); || (in some schools) a certain form or 
division. 3. (rare). Change of residence, 
departure, removal; distance (at a certain 
~ its shape seems to change). 4. Stage in 
gradation, degree, (is but one ~, few ~s, 
from), esp. in consanguinity (cf. prec.). [f. 
prec. ] 

remun'er|ate, v.t. Reward, pay for ser¬ 
vice rendered; serve as or provide re¬ 
compense for (toil etc.) or to (person). 
Hence or cogn. ~a'tion n., ~ative a., 
~ativeLY2 adv., ~ativeNESS n. [f. L 
re(munerari f. munus -eris gift), RE- 1, 
-ate2] 

renaiss'ance (& see Ap.), n. Revival of 
art & letters under influence of classical 
models in 14th-16th cc., period of its 
progress, style of art & architecture de¬ 
veloped by it, (often attrib., as ~ painters. 

rendezvous 

architecture, church); any similar revival. 
[F (renaitre be born again) after naissance 
birth, cf. renascence] 

ren'al, a. Of the kidneys, [f. F r&nal or 
LL renalis (renes kidneys, -al)] 

rename. See re- 8. 
renas'cence, n. Rebirth, renewal; = re¬ 

naissance. [foil., -ENCE] 

renas'cent, a. Springing up anew, being 
reborn, [f. L re(nasci be bom), RE- 8, 
-ENT] 

rencoun'ter, rencon'tre (-ter, & see Ap.), 
n. (now rare). Encounter, battle, skirmish, 
duel; casual meeting, [f. F rencontre 
(rencontrer, see re-, encounter)] 

rend, v.t. & i. (r£nt). 1. Tear or wrench (off, 
away, out of, from, asunder, apart, etc., or 
abs.; arch, or rhet.; a province rent from 
the empire; ~ one’s garments, hair, in sign 
of grief etc.; turn & ~ one, fig., abuse 
him unexpectedly). 2. Split or divide 
(t. & i.) in two or in pieces or usu. into 
factions (~ laths, make them by splitting 
wood; Europe teas rent in two by the ques¬ 
tion ; shouts ~ the air, soimd explosively; 
heart is rent by contending emotions-, the 
veil was rent). [OE rendan, — OFris. 
renda, not otherwise represented] 

ren'der, v.t., & n. 1. Give in return (~ 
thanks, good for evil). 2. Give back (arch.); 
hand over, deliver, give up, surrender, 
(chiefly arch.; ~ to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s; grave ~s up its dead; fort¬ 
ress was ~ed on terms). 3. Pay (tribute 
etc.), show (obedience etc.), do (service 
etc.),(usu. foorwithind. obj.). 4. Produce 
for inspection, submit, present, send in, 
(account, reason, etc.; will have to ~ an 
account of-, account ~ed, bill previously 
sent in & not yet paid, phr. used as 
substitute for repetition of items). 5. Re¬ 
produce, portray, give representation or 
performance or effect of, execute, trans¬ 
late, (painter has hardly ~ed the expres¬ 
sion-, the, quartet, Iago, the dramatist’s 
conception, were well ~erf; how would you 
~ solvitur ambulando ?; poetry can never 
be adequately ~ed in another language), 
whence ~INQ1 (1, 2) n. 6. (With obj. & 
compl.) make, cause to be, convert into, 
(age had ~ed him peevish; the tone ~ed it 
an insult). 7. Melt (fat) down, extract by 
melting, clarify, also ~ down. 8. Cover 
(stone, brick) with first coat of plaster; 
—set v.t., plaster (wall etc.) with two 
coats, n. & a., (plastering) of two coats. 
9. n. (legal). Return in money or kind or 
service made by tenant to superior. [ME, 
f. OF rendre f. Rom. *rendere f. L reddere 
reddit- (RE- 1, dare give)] 

rendezvous (rdn'dlvoo), n. (pi. same, 
pr. -ooz), & v.i. (~es, ~ed, ~ing, pr. -ooz, 
-ood, -doing). 1. Place appointed for 
assembling of troops or ships; place of 
common resort; meeting-place agreed on, 
meeting by agreement (place of~). 2. v.i. 
Meet at ~. [F, f. rendez vous (rendre, see 
prec.) betake yourselves] 
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rendition, n. 1. Surrender of place or 
person (now rare). 2. A translation; inter¬ 
pretation, rendering, of dramatic role, 
musical piece, etc. [F (obs.), f. rendre 
RENDER, -ION] 

ren'egade, n. & v.i., renegad'o (arch.), n. 
1. Apostate, esp. from Christianity to 
Mohammedanism; deserter of party or 
principles, turncoat. 2. v.i. Turn ~; so 
renegA'TioN n. [Sp. (-o), f. med. L re(ne- 
gatus f. negare deny), re- 9 ] 

reneg(u)e' (-eg), v.i. & t. (Cards) revoke; 
(arch.) deny, renounce, abandon, [f. med. 
L renegare f. RE- + negare deny] 

r6new', v.t. & i. 1. Restore to original 
state, make (as good as) new, resuscitate, 
revivify, regenerate, (nature dies db is 
~ed; ~ person’s life, sorrow, energy, ~ 
the golden age; rose from, her knees ~cd 
by the Holy Spirit; ~ed by baptism). 
2. Patch, fill up, reinforce, replace, (coat 
~ed in places; ~ the water in the bowl; 
~ garrison, tires, etc.). 3. Get, begin, 
make, say, or give, anew, continue after 
intermission, (~ one’s youth, strength, etc., 
grow young etc. again; ~ attack, corre¬ 
spondence, speech, game, efforts; ~ one’s 
vows, statements, etc.; ~ lease, bill, grant 
or be granted continuation of it); (abs.) 
~ lease or bill. 4. (rare). Become new 
again (the clamour ~ed; feel my youth ~- 
ing). Hence~ABLEa,.,~AL(2)n. [re-, new] 

ren'iform, a. Kidney-shaped, [reins, 

-FORM ] 
renn'et1, n. Curdled milk found in stom¬ 
ach of unweaned calf, or preparation of 
stomach-membrane or of kinds of plant, 
used in curdling milk for cheese etc. [ME, 
f. rennc obs. form of run1] 

II renn'et2, n. Kinds of dessert apple, [f. 
F reinette, f. reine queen f. L regina, 

-ETTE] 
renounce', v.t. & i., & n. 1. Consent 
formally to abandon, surrender, give up, 
(claim, right, possession). 2. Repudiate, 
refuse to recognize longer, decline asso¬ 
ciation or disclaim relationship with, 
withdraw from, discontinue, forsake, (~ 
treaty, principles, person’s authority, all 
thought of, design, attempt, son etc., friend, 
friendship; ~ the world, abandon society 
or temporal affairs). 3. (law). Refuse 
or resign right or position esp. as heir or 
trustee. 4. (cards). Follow with card of 
another suit for want of right one (cf. 
revoke); (n.) playing of such card, 
opportunity of doing so. Hence ~ment 
(-sm-) n. [ME, f. OF renoncer f. L 
refnuntiare announce), re- 5] 

ren'ovlate, v.t. Make new again, repair, 
restore to good condition or vigour. So 
~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. L refnovare f. 
novus new), re- 9, -ate3] 

renown', n. Celebrity, fame, high distinc¬ 
tion, (man, town, etc., o/~ or great etc. ~, 
famous). [ME, f. AF renoun = OF renon 

repair 

f. renomer make famous f. L re- re- 8 + 
nominare nominate] 

renowned' (-nd), a. Famous, celebrated. 
[ME, f. prec. +-ED2, after OF renome 

(P-P.)] 
rent1. See rend. 

rent2, n. Large tear in garment etc., open¬ 
ing in clouds etc. resembling tear; cleft, 
Assure, gorge, [f. obs. rent vb, var. of 
REND] 

rent3, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Tenant’s periodical 
payment to owner or landlord for use of 
land or house or room; payment for hire 
of machinery etc.; —charge, periodical 
charge on land etc. reserved by deed to 
one who is not the owner; ~-free, a. & 
adv., with exemption from ~; ~-roli, 
register of person’s lands etc. with ~s due 
from them, sum of one’s income from ~ ; 
II ~-service, (tenure by) personal service in 
lieu of or addition to ~; hence (of land 
etc., with loiv, high, etc.) -ren'tED2 a. 
2. vb. Take, occupy, use, at a ~; let or 
hire for ~; be let at specified ~; impose 
~ on (tenant; his tenants low); hence 
~'able a., ren'tER1 m, (esp.) wholesaler 
in the film trade. [ME, f. OF rente f. 
Rom. *rendita fern. p.p. as render] 

ren'tal, n. Income from rents; amount 
paid or received as rent. [AF (prec., -al)] 

rente (rahnt), n. Income, esp. that con¬ 
sisting of life-annuity or dividends. [F] 

rentier (rahn'tia), n. Person living on 
rente, person not needing to earn his 
living. [F] 

renum'ber. See re- 8. 
renuncia'tion, n. Renouncing, document 
expressing it; self-denial, giving up of 
things. So renun'ciANT(l) n. & a. (-shi-), 
renun'ciATivE (-sha-), renun'ciatoRY 
(-shatri), aa. [ME, f. L renunciatio (re¬ 

nounce, -ATION)] 
reo-. See rheo-. 

reoccupy etc., reopen, see re- 9; reor¬ 
ganize etc., re- 8. 

rep1, repp, reps, n. Textile fabric with 
corded surface used in upholstery, [f. F 
reps of unkn. orig. ] 

rep2, n. (school si.). Verse etc. learnt by 
heart, [abbr. of repetition] 

rep3, n. (si.). Person of loose character. 
[perh. for reprobate2; cf. rip1] 

rep4, n. (si.). Repertory theatre or com¬ 
pany. [abbr. ] 

repaganize etc., repaint. See re-9. 
repair'1, v.i., & n. 1. Resort, have 
recourse, go often or in numbers, to. 
2. n. (arch.). Resort (have ~ to); haunt; 
being visited by numbers (a place of great, 
little, ~). [ME, f. OF repaire(r) f. LL 
retpalriare f. L patria native land), re- 9 ] 

repair'2, v.t. Restore (building, machine, 
garment, tissue, strength, etc.) to good 
condition, renovate, mend, by replacing 
or refixing parts or compensating loss or 
exhaustion, whence ~able a.; remedy. 
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set right again, make amends for, (loss, 
wrong, error). [ME, f. OF reparer or L 
re(parare make ready), re- 9] 

repair'3, n. Restoring to sound condition 
(health, bicycle, house, boots, need ~; shop 
is closed during ~s; ~s done while you 
wait-, running ~s, minor replacements); 
good condition, relative condition, for 
working or using (is in, out of, ~; must be 
kept in good, is in bad, ~). [f. prec. ] 

repand', a. (bot., zool.). With undulating 
margin, wavy. Hence ~o- comb. form, 
[f. L reipandus bent), re- 9] 

repaper. See re- 8. 

rep'arable, a. (Of loss etc.) that can be 

made good. [F, f. L reparabilis (repair2, 

-able)) 

reparation, n. 1. Repairing or being 
repaired, repair, (pi.) repairs, (now usu. 
repair, repairs). 2. Making of amends, 
compensation (esp., pi., for war damages). 
So rep'ar.vnvE (or ripa'r ) a. [ME, f. OF 
reparation f. LL reparationem (repair2, 

-ation) ] 

repartee', n., & v.i. Witty retort; (mak¬ 
ing of) witty retorts (a great power, a 
storehouse, of ~); (vb, now rare) make ~s. 
[f. F repartie fern. p.p. of rc(partir part2) 

start again, reply promptly, re- 8] 
repartition, see re- 8; repass etc., re- 9. 
repast' (-ah-), n. (Food supplied for or 
eaten at) meal (usu. rich, plentiful, slight, 
delicate, luxurious, etc., ~). [ME, f. OF, 
f. repaistre f. LL re(pascere past- feed), 
re- 8] 

repat'ri|ate, v.t. & i. Restore or return 
to native land. Hence ~ate1 (-at) n., one 
who has been ~ated, ~a'tion n. [f. LL 
re(patriare f. L palria fatherland), RE- 9] 

repay', v.t. & i. (-paid). Pay back (money); 
return, retaliate, (blow, visit, service, 
etc.); give in recompense for-, make 
repajonent to (person); make return 
for, requite, (action); make repayment. 
Hence ~able a., ~ment n. [f. OF re(paier 
pay2), re- 9] 

repeal', v.t., & n. 1. Revoke, rescind, 
annul, (law etc.); hence ~able a. 2. n. 
Abrogation, ~ing; (Irish pol.) cancelling 
of the Union of 1801 demanded by 
O’Connell etc., whence ~er' n. (hist.). 
[ME, f. AF repel(l)er = OF rapeler (re- 9, 
APPEAL1)] 

repeat', v.t. & i., & n. 1. Say or do over 
again, recite, rehearse, report, reproduce, 
give imitation of, (~ action, statement, 
poem, conversation, attempt, pattern, signal, 
etc.; action was ~ed several times, whence 
■~edLY2 adv.; language will not bearding, 
is too foul etc. to ~); (of watch etc., abs.) 
strike last quarter etc. over again when 
required (so ~ing watch etc. or ~er1 n.); 
(of fire-arms) fire several shots without re¬ 
loading (~ing rifle etc.). 2. Recur, appear 
again or ~edly, (the last three figures ~; 
food ~s, is tasted intermittently for some 
time). 3. (refi.). Recur in same form, say 
or do same thing over again, (history 

repique 

s itself; does nothing but ~ himself); 
hence ~able a. 4. n. ~ing, esp. of item in 
programme in response to encore ; (radio) 
~ed programme; (mus.) passage intended 
to be ~ed, mark indicating this; pattern 
~ed in wallpaper etc.; (commerc.) fresh 
consignment similar to previous one, 
order given for this. [ME, f. OF repeter 
f. L re(petere seek), re- 8] 

rgp'echage (-eshahzh), n. (rowing). Extra 
race in which runners-up in the eliminat¬ 
ing races compete for a place in the final. 
[F] 

repel', v.t. (-11). 1. Drive back, repulse, 
ward off, refuse admission or acceptance 
or approach to, (~ assailant, attack, temp¬ 
tation, weapon, blow, suggestion, plea, 
offer, person’s advances-, first attracts <t- 
then ~s the magnet). 2. Be repulsive or 
distasteful to, exert mental repulsion 
upon, whence ~1'ent a. & n., ~l'entL\2 
adv. [ME, f. L re(pellere puls- drive), re- 
2] 

rep'ent1, a. (chiefly hot.). Creeping, esp. 
growing along or just under surface of 
ground, [f. L repere creep, -ent] 

repent'2, v.t. & i. 1. (arch.). (Red., with 
arch. red. pron.) feel regret or penitence 
about something or of (I now ~ me; he 
~eth him of the evil); (impers.) affect with 
penitence or regret (it ~s me that I did 
it). 2. Think with contrition of, think 
with contrition of, be regretful about or 
of, be contrite, wish one had not done, 
(you shall ~ this, of this, or abs.; have 
nothing to ~ of ; ~ my kindness, setting 
off when I did). So repen'tANCE n., 
repen'tANT a., repen'tantLY2 adv. [ME, 
f. OF repentir f. re- re- 3 -f pentir f. 
Rom. *penitire f. L poenitere] 

repeople. See re- 9. 
repercussion etc. See re- 9. 
rep'ertoire (-twar), n. Stock of pieces 
etc. that company or performer knows 
or is prepared to give. [F (re-), f. L as 
foil. ] 

rep'ertory, n. 1. Place for finding some¬ 
thing, store or collection, esp. of informa¬ 
tion, instances, facts, etc. 2. = prec. (~ 
theatre, company, system, relying on ~ & 
not on long runs), [f. LL repertorium f. L 
reperire -pert- find] 

reperuse etc. See re- 8. 
repetend', n. Recurring figures of deci¬ 
mal; recurring word or phrase, refrain, 
[f. L as REPEAT] 

repetition, n. REPEATing or being re¬ 
peated; piece set to he learnt by heart; 
copy, replica; ability of musical instru¬ 
ment, to repeat note quickly. Hence 
~ionAL, ~ionARY1, (-sho), ~ious (-shws), 
repet'itiVE, aa. (rare), [f. F, or L repetitio 
(RE- 8, PETITION)] 

repiece. See re- 9. 
repin|e', v.i. Fret, be discontented, (at, 
against, or abs.). Hence ~'ingLY2 adv. 
[RE- 6, PINE1] 

repique' (-ek), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Winning 
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of 30 points on cards alone before begin¬ 
ning to play in piquet. 2. vb. Score ~ 
against (opponent); make [f. F repic 
(re-, pique2)] 

replace', v.t. Put back in place; take 
place of, succeed, be substituted for, 
(pass.) be succeeded or have one’s or its 
place filled by, be superseded; fill up 
place of (with, by), find or provide sub¬ 
stitute for. Hence —able (-so-) a., 
—ment (-sm-) n., (also) person or thing 
that —s another, [re- 9, place2] 

replant etc. See re- 8. 
replay', v.t. Play (a match) over again; 
hence rep'lay n., a —ed match, [re- 8] 

replenish, v.t. Fill up again (with or 
abs.); (p.p.) filled, fully stored, full, (with 
or abs.). Hence —ment n. [ME, f. OB’ 
re(plenir ult. f. L plenus full), RE- 9, -ISH2] 

repl]ete', a. Filled, stuffed, fully imbued, 
well stocked, with-, gorged, sated, (with). 
So —e'tiON n. (esp. full to ~etion). [ME, f. 
OF replet or L rc(plere plet- fill), re- 6] 

repldv'in, n. Restoration or recovery of 
distrained goods on security given for 
submission to trial & judgement; writ 
granting-—; action arising out of —. [ME, 
f. AB’, f. OB’ as foil.] 

replev'y, v.t. Recover by replevin, [f. 
OB’ re(plevir f. Frank. *pligi pledge1), 
re- 9] 

rep'lica, n. Duplicate made by original 
artist of his picture etc.; facsimile, exact 
copy. [It. (replicare reply)] 
rep'licate 1, n. Tone one or more octaves 
above or below given tone, [as foil.] 

rep'licate2, a. (bot.). Folded back on 
itself, [as foil., -ate2] 

rep'licate3, v.t. (rare). Repeat; make 
replica of; fold back. [L re(plicare fold), 
re- 9, -ATE3] 

replication, n. 1. Folding back, fold, 
(rare). 2. Replying, rejoinder, answer, 
esp. reply to answer; (law) plaintiff’s 
reply to defendant’s plea. 3. Echo. 
4. Copy, copying. [ME, f. OF, f. L replica- 
tionem (prec., -ation)] 

reply', v.i. & t., & n. 1. Make answer, re¬ 
spond, in word or action (to; abs., that 
etc., or parenth.; rose to — for the ladies, 
represent them in returning thanks for 
toast; the batteries replied to our fire; he 
replied that I must please myself; ‘ Please 
yourself ’ he replied). 2. n. Act of ~ing 
(what he says in —); what is replied, re¬ 
sponse ; — paid, (of telegram) with cost of 
~ prepaid by sender. [ME, f. OF replier 
f. L as REPLICATE3] 

repoint, repolish. See re- 9. 
rbpondez s’il nous plait (see Ap.), for¬ 
mula appended (usu. in abbr. R.S. V.P.) to 
invitation or other letter,=please answer. 
[F] 

repopulate. See re- 9. 
repdrt'1, v.t. & i. 1. Bring back account 

of, state as ascertained fact, tell as news, 

narrate or describe or repeat esp. as eye- 
-witness etc. (to), relate as spoken by 
another, make official or formal state¬ 
ment about, inform against (offence, 
offender) to authorities or abs., announce 
oneself or abs. as returned or arrived, 
(—s open water at pole, pole to be accessible, 
that he reached pole; it is —ed, commonly 
said; —ed all details of the scene to me; my 
actual words & those —ed to you were quite 
different; — ed speech, oblique oration; 
chairman of committee —s bill to House, 
announces conclusion of committee’s 
dealings with it between 2nd & 3rd 
reading; || — progress, state what has 
been done so far, move to — progress in 
House of Commons, propose that debate 
be discontinued, often for obstructive 
purposes; all variations are to be —ed 
daily; shall — you, your unpunctuality, to 
senior partner). 2. Take down word for 
word or epitomize or write description of 
for publication (~ law case, proceedings, 
meeting; also abs., as reports for The 
Times). 3. Make, draw up, or send in 
report. 4. Give report of conveying that 
one is well or badly impressed (~s well 
of the prospects; is badly —ed of). Hence 
—able a., —age n., (typical style of) —ing 
events for the press, —er1 n. [ME, f. OF 
reporter f. L re(portare bring), RE- 9] 

repdrt'2, n. 1. Common talk, rumour, 
(mere — is not enough to go upon; the — 
goes, it is said); way person or thing is 
spoken of, repute, (things of good —; 
faithful through good & evil —). 2. Ac¬ 
count given or opinion formally expressed 
after investigation or consideration, de¬ 
scription or epitome or reproduction of 
scene or speech or law case esp. for 
newspaper publication, || (— stage in 
House of Commons, treatment of bill 
when committee has reported, see prec.); 
periodical statement on a pupil’s work, 
conduct, etc. at school. 3. Sound of 
explosion (went off icith a loud —). [ME, 
f. OF, f. reporter (see prec.)] 

repSsle'1 (-z), v.t. Place (trust etc.) in. 
Hence—'al (-zl) n. [f. re- 4 + pose1, after 
L re(ponere posit- place)] 

repose'2 (-z), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Rest (one¬ 
self or abs.); lay (one’s head etc.) to rest 
(often on pillow etc.); give rest to, refresh 
with rest; lie, be lying or laid, esp. in sleep 
or death (in, on, or abs.), be supported or 
based on (the whole system — s on fear); 
(of memory etc.) dwell on. 2. n. Rest, 
cessation of activity or excitement, 
respite from toil, sleep, peaceful or 
quiescent state, stillness, tranquillity; 
restful effect, harmonious combination in 
art, composure or ease of manner, (esp. 
iu lacks —); hence —ful (-zf-) a., —fulLY2 
adv. [ME, f. OF repos(er) f. LL re(pausare 
pause ; re- 5); meaning infl. by prec. ] 

repository (-z-), n. 1. Receptacle; place 

For pronunciation & hyphening of re- see RE-; for words in re- not given see re- 8, 9. 



repossess 1055 

where things are stored or may be found, 
museum, wareiiouse, store, shop, (book, 
person, etc., is a ~ of curious information); 
burial-place. 2. Recipient of confidences 
or secrets, [f. obs. F reposiloire or L 
repositorium (repose1, -ory)] 

repossess etc. See re- 9. 
repost. See riposte. 
repot. See re- 8. 
repousse (repoos'a), a. & n. (Ornamental 
metal work) hammered into relief from 
reverse side. [F, p.p. of re(pousser push l), 
RE- 3] 

repp. See rep. 1 
repped (-pt), a. Having surface like rep. 

[-ED2] 

reprehend', v.t. Rebuke, blame, find 
fault with. So ~en'siBLE a., ~en'sibLY2 
adv., ~en'siON (-shn) n. [ME, f. L 
re(prehendere seize), re- 2] 

represent' (-z-), v.t. 1. Call up by descrip¬ 
tion or portrayal or imagination, figure, 
place likeness of before mind or senses, 
serve or be meant as likeness of, (can you 
~ infinity to yourself?; can only ~ it to you 
by metaphors; picture ~s murder of Abel; 
is ~ed in hunting costume). 2. Try to 
bring (facts influencing conduct) home 
(to), state by way of expostulation or 
incentive, (~ed the rashness of it, that it 
could not succeed). 3. Make out to be etc., 
allege that, describe or depict as, (am 
not what you ~ me to be or as', in the comer 
is the Pope ~ed as a beggar-, ~s that he 
has or himself to have seen service). 4. Act 
(play etc.), play part of on stage. 5. Sym¬ 
bolize, act as embodiment of, stand for, 
correspond to, be specimen of, (sovereign 
~s majesty of State-, inch of rain ~s 100 
tons to acre; globe ~s totality; camels are 
~ed in the New World by llamas; Welsh 
football is ~ed in the team by Morgan). 
6. Fill place of, be substitute or deputy 
for, be entitled to speak for, be sent as 
member to House of Commons by, (King 
was ~ed by the Puke of Norfolk; members 
~ing urban constituencies). Hence or 
cogn. ~able a., ~a'tion (-z-) n. (pro¬ 
portional nation, electoral system so 
arranged that minorities are ~ed in 
proportion to their strength), ~a'tionAL 
(shon-) a. [ME, f. OF representer or L 
re(praesenlare present4), re- 8] 

representative (-z-), a. & n. 1. Serving 
as portrayal or symbol of (a group ~ of the 
theological virtues); that presents or can 
present ideas to the mind (imagination is 
a ~ faculty); typical of a class or classes, 
containing typical specimens of all or 
many classes, (the truth of an allegory is 
~, not literal; call a meeting of ~ men; a 
very ~ selection, collection); consisting of 
elected deputies or ~s (~ chamber, house, 
etc.), based on representation by such 
deputies (~ government, institutions); 
hence ~iy2 adv., ~ness n. 2. n. Sample, 
specimen, typical embodiment, analogue, 
of; person’s agent, delegate, substitute, 

reproof 
successor, or heir; deputy in ~ chamber 
(House of R~s, lower house of U.S. Con¬ 
gress). [ME, f. OF (-if, -ive) or med. L 
repraescntativus (represent, -ative)] 

repress', v.t. Check, restrain, put down, 
keep under, quell, suppress, prevent from 
sounding or bursting out or rioting. So 
repre'ssiON (-shn) n. (esp., in psych., of 
natural promptings), ~ive a. [ME, f. L 
re(primcre = premere press2), re- 5] 

r6priev|e', v.t., & n. 1. Suspend or delay 
execution of (condemned person); (fig.) 
give respite to. 2. n. ~ing or being 
~ed; (warrant for) remission or com¬ 
mutation of capital sentence; respite. 
[15th c. as p.p. repryed, app. f. AF repris 
p.p. of re(prendre i. L prehendere take), 
RE- 8; -v- unexpl. ] 

rep'rimand (-ah ), n., & v.t. Ofllcial(ly) 
rehuke (for fault), [f. F rdprimande f. L 
reprimenda f. reprimere repress] 

reprint. See re- 8. 
repris'al (-zl), n. 1. (hist.). Forcible 
seizure of foreign subjects’ persons or 
property in retaliation (letters of ~, 
official warrant authorizing this). 2. Act 
of retaliation (usu. make ~s or ~). [ME, 
f. OF reprisaille as foil. + -al(2)] 

reprise' (-z), n. 1. (law). Rent-charge or 
other payment to be made yearly out of 
estate (beyond, besides, above, ~s, remain¬ 
ing after all ~s have been paid). 2. (rare). 
Resumption of action, one of the times 
devoted to something not done all at 
once. [F, fem. of repris see reprieve] 

reproach', v.t., & n. 1. Upbraid, censure, 
(person, often with offence); rebuke 
(offence); (of look etc.) convey protest or 
censure to (his eyes ~ me); hence ~ingLYa 
adv. (rare for ~fully). 2. n. Thing that 
brings disgrace or discredit (to; the state 
of the roads is a ~ to civilization), whence 
~less a. (rare for irreproachable); oppro¬ 
brium, disgraced or discredited state, 
(live in~ & ignominy; the things that had 
brought ~ upon him; has taken away my 
~); upbraiding, rebuke, censure, (abstain 
from ~; heap ~es on; the mule ~ in his 
eyes; term of ~, word implying censure), 
whence ~fui a., ~fuliY2 adv., ~fulNESS 
n.; (pi.) Good-Friday chiefly R.-C. set of 
antiphons & responses representing ~es 
of Christ to people. [ME, f. OF reprochc(r) 
f. Rom. *repropiare (prope near)] 

rep'roblate1, v.t. Express or feel disap¬ 
proval of, censure; (of God) cast off, ex¬ 
clude from salvation. So ~a'tion n. [f. L 
re(probare approve), re- 7, -ate3] 

rep'robate2, a. & n. (Person) cast off by 
God, hardened in sin, of abandoned 
character, immoral, [as prec., -ate2] 

reproduce etc. See re- 8. 
reproof'l, n. Blame (a word, glance, of ~; 
spoke in ~ of idleness); a rebuke or ex¬ 
pression of blame. [ME, f. OF reprove (re¬ 
prover REPROVE)] 

reproof'2, v.t. Render (coat etc.) water¬ 
proof again, [re- 9] 



reprove 

reprov|e' (-oov), v.t. Rebuke, chide, (per¬ 
son, rarely sin etc.). Hence ~'ingLY2 

(-oov-) adv. [ME, f. OF reprover f. L 
reprobare disapprove, as reprobate1] 

reprovision. See re- 8. 
reps. See rep1. 
rep'tant, a. (nat. hist.). Creeping, [f. L 
reptare frequent, of repere crawl, -ant ] 

rep'tile, n. & a. 1. Member of the 
Reptilia or class of animals including 
snakes, lizards, crocodiles, turtles, & 
tortoises, whence reptil'lAN (-lyan) a. 
& n., reptiliF'EROus, reptil'iFORM, aa.; 
mean grovelling person. 2. adj. (Of ani¬ 
mals) creeping; mean & grovelling (the 
~ press, subservient semi-official news¬ 
papers). [ME, (n. f. reptile neut.) f. LL 
reptilis (repere rept- crawl, -IL) ] 

repub'lic, n. A State in which the govern¬ 
ment is carried on nominally & usu. in 
fact also by the people or through its 
elected representatives, commonwealth; 
(in France) Third R~ 1871-1940, Fourth 
R~ 1947-58, Fifth R~ 1958-; (fig.) so¬ 
ciety of persons or animals with equality 
between members (the ~ of letters, literary 
men, literature), [f. F reymblique or L 
respublica (abl. republica) f. res concern, 
publicws] 

republican, a. & n. 1. Of, constituted as, 
characterizing, republic(s). 2. (Person) 
advocating or supporting ~ government. 
3. (R~). ’(Member) of U.-S. political 
party favouring liberal interpretation of 
constitution, extension of central power, 
& protective tariff, opp. democrat(ic). 
4. (Of birds) social, living in large com¬ 
munities. Hence ~ism(3) n., ~ize(3) v.t. 
[-AN] 

republish etc. See re- 8. 
repud'ilate, v.t. & i. 1. Divorce (one’s 
wife; esp. of the ancients or non-Chris¬ 
tians). 2. Disown, disavow, reject, refuse 
dealings with, deny. 3. Refuse to 
recognize or obey (authority) or discharge 
(obligation, debt); (of State) '--ate public 
debt. So '—'A’tion, ~atoR, nn. [f. L 
repudiate (repudium divorce, -ate3)] 

repugn' (-fin), v.i. & t. (rare). Offer 
opposition; strive against; strive against; 
affect disagreeably, be repugnant to. 
[ME, f. OF repugner or L re(pugnare 
fight) oppose, re- 2] 

repug'nance, n. Inconsistency, incom¬ 
patibility, of ideas, statements, tempers, 
etc. (of, between, to, with)-, antipathy, 
dislike, aversion, (to, against). [ME, f. OB’ 
or L repugnantia (prec., -ANCE)] 

repug'nant, a. Contradictory (to), incom¬ 
patible (with); (poet.) refractory, resist¬ 
ing; distasteful (to). [ME, f. OF or L as 
REPUGN + -ANT ] 

repull'ul|ate, v.i. (rare). Sprout afresh, 
shoot out again; (of diseases) start again, 
recur. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. L re(pul- 
lulare PULLULATE), RE- 9, -ATE3] 

For pronunciation & hyphening of 

requiem 

repuls|e', v.t., & n. 1. Drive back, 
(attack, attacking enemy) by force of 
arms, (fig.) foil in controversy; rebuff 
(friendly advances or maker of them), 
refuse (request, offer, or maker of it). 
2. n. ~ing or being ~ed, rebuff, (inflict, 
meet with, suffer, etc., ~e or usu. a ~e). 
[(n. f. L repulsus or -sa); vb f. repuls- as 
REPEL] 

repul'sion (-shn), n. 1. Repulsing (rare). 
2. (phys.). Tendency of bodies to repel 
each other or increase their mutual dis¬ 
tance (opp. attraction; also fig.); capil¬ 
lary ~, tendency in some liquids (e.g. 
quicksilver in glass) to shrink from wall 
of capillary tubes so that upper surface is 
convex. 3. Dislike, aversion, repugnance, 
[f. LL repulsio (repel, -ion)] 

repul'sive, a. 1. Offering resistance 
(poet.). 2. (phys.). Exercising repulsion. 
3. (Of behaviour etc.) repellent, cold, un¬ 
sympathetic, (arch.). 4. Exciting aver¬ 
sion or loathing, loathsome, disgusting, 
whence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. F (-if, 
-ive), or repulse v. -f -ive] 

repurchase, repurify. See re- 9. 
rep'utablle, a. Of good repute, respect¬ 
able. Hence~LY2 adv. [repute n.,-able] 

reputa'tion, n. What is generally said 
or believed about a person’s or thing’s 
character (has not justified his ~); state of 
being well reported of, credit, distinction, 
respectability, good fame, (persons of ~ ; 
has a ~ for integrity); the credit or dis¬ 
credit of doing or of being (has the ~ of 
racking his tenants, of being or of the best 
shot in England). [ME, f. L reputatio 
(repute, -ation)] 

repute', v.t., & n. 1. (Rare in active) con¬ 
sider or reckon, (pass.) be generally con¬ 
sidered or reported of, (with compl., to 
be, or as; is ~d the best doctor or to be 
or rarely as the best); (pass.) be generally 
well, ill, etc., thought or spoken of; (p.p.) 
passing as but probably not being (his 

father, clemency, etc.; || ~d pint etc., 
bottle of beer etc. sold as pint etc. but 
not guaranteed as imperial pint etc.); 
hence reput'edLY2 adv. 2. n. Reputa¬ 
tion. [ME, f. OF reputer or L re(putare 
think), re- 6] 

request', n., & v.t. 1. Act of asking for 
something, petition made, thing asked 
for, (came at his ~; shall make two ; 
you shall have your ~ ; make ~ for; by ~, 
in response to expressed wish); state of 
being sought after, demand, (is now in 
great, came into, ~). 2. v.t. Seek per¬ 
mission to do; ask to be given or allowed 
or favoured with (~ candid consideration, 
person’s presence, etc.); ask that; ask (per¬ 
son) to do. [ME, f. OF requested), see re- 
6, quest] 

requicken. See re- 9. 
re'quiem, n. Special mass for repose of 
souls of the dead; musical setting for ~; 

not given see re- 8, 9. 
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dirge. [ME; initial Lwd(= rest) of the 
mass] 

r£qul£s'c\dt, n. Wish for dead person’s 
repose; ~a(, ~dnt, in pa'ce, abbr. R.I.P., 
inscription = may he or she, they, rest 
in peace, used esp. on R.-C. tombs. [L, 
= may he rest] 

require', v.t. & i. 1. Order (person), 
demand (of or from person), to do (they ~ 
me or of me to appear); demand or ask in 
words (person’s action, act of person, 
thing at person’s hands, that, etc.) esp. as 
of right (they ~ my appearance, an oath of 
me, a gift at my hands, that I should appear). 
2. Lay down as imperative (had done all 
that was ~d by the Act). 3. Need, call for, 
depend for success etc. on, (the emergency 
~s it, that it should be done; irony ~s care 
in its use; land ~s 10 lb. of seed to the acre; 
place would ~ an army to take it; machine 
~s no attention-, it ~<Z all his authority to 
keep them in hand). 4. (rare). II Be neces¬ 
sary (do not tie it more tightly than ~s). 
Hence ~ment (-irm ) n. [ME, f. OF 
requerre f. L re(quirere -quisit- = quaerere 
seek), re- 0] 

re'quisite (-z-), a. & n. 1. Required by 
circumstances, necessary to success etc., 
called for; hence ~ness (-zltn-) n. 2. n. 
Requirement, thing needed for accom¬ 
plishment of some purpose (for). [ME, f. 
L p.p. as prec. ] 

requisition (-z-), n., & v.t. 1. Requiring, 
demand made, esp. formal & usu. writ¬ 
ten demand that some duty should be 
performed; order given to town etc. to 
furnish certain military etc. supplies; 
being called or put into service (is under 
or in ~, being used or applied; put in, 
call into, ~, have recourse to). 2. v.t. 
Demand use or supply of esp. for war 
purposes; demand such supplies etc. 
from (town etc.); press into service, call 
in for some purpose. [F, or f. L requisitio 
(REQUIRE, -ION)] 

requit|e', v.t. Make return for, reward or 
avenge, (service, wrong, injury, treat¬ 
ment ; often with); make return to, repay 
with good or evil, (person ; often for treat¬ 
ment received, with treatment given); 
give in return (~e like for like). Hence 
~'al(2) n. [re- 1, quite var. of quit2] 

re-read. See re- 8. 
rere'dos (rerd-), n. Ornamental screen 
covering wall at back of altar. [ME, f. 
AF *reredos (rear1, F dos back f. L 
dorsum)] 

res (-z), n. Thing (~ judlcdt'a (job-), = 
chose JuofiE); property (~ dngus'la(-ngg-) 
domi', poverty). [L] 

resaddle, resale etc. See re- 9. 
rescind', v.t. Abrogate, annul, revoke, 
cancel. So resci'ssiON (-zhn) n. [f. L 
re(scindere sciss- cut), re- 5 ] 

res'cript, n. 1. Roman emperor’s written 
reply to appeal for guidance esp. from 
magistrate on legal point; Pope’s de¬ 
cretal epistle in reply to question, any 

reserve 

papal decision. 2. Ruler’s or govern¬ 
ment’s or official edict or announcement. 
3. Thing rewritten, rewriting; palim¬ 
psest. [f. L rescriptum, p.p. neut. of 
re(scribere script- write), re- 1 ] 

res'cule, v.t., & n. 1. Deliver from or 
from attack, custody, danger, or harm; 
(law) unlawfully liberate (person), for¬ 
cibly recover (property); hence ~er* n. 
2. n. ~ing or being ~ed, succour, deliver¬ 
ance, illegal liberation, forcible recovery; 
~e (bid), a bid at bridge made to get one’s 
partner out of a difficult situation. [ME 
rescowe f. OF rescoure f. Rom. *reexcutere 
(L re-, EXeidere = qualere shake)] 

research' (-sdt-), n., & v.i. 1. Careful 
search or inquiry after or for-, (usu. pi.) 
endeavour to discover new facts etc. by 
scientific study of a subject, course of 
critical investigation, (his ~es have been 
fruitful-, is engaged in ~). 2. v.i. Make 
~es; hence ~er 1 n. [f. obs. F recerche(r), 
now recherche(r), see re- 6, search] 

reseat. See re- 8. 
resect', v.t. (surg.). Pare down (bone, 
cartilage, etc.). So resec'tioN n. [f. L 
re(secare sect- cut), re- 5] 

resed'a, n. 1. Kinds of plants including 
mignonette & dyer’s weed. 2. (usu. 
reseda F, pr. razadah'). Pale green colour 
as of mignonette. [L] 

reseek, see re- 8; reseize etc., resell, 
re- 9. 

rbsem'blle (-z-), v.t. Be like, have simila¬ 
rity to or feature(s) in common with or 
same appearance as, & so ~ance (to, 
between, of) n., ~ant (to) a. (rare); (arch.) 
liken to. [ME, f. OF re(sembler f. L simi- 
lare, simulare, f. similis similar), re- 1] 

resent' (-z-), v.t. Show or feel indignation 
at or retain feelings about (insult or in¬ 
jury sustained). Hence ~ful [perh. 
through obs. resent ~ment] a., ~fulLY2 
adv., ~ment n. [f. F ressentir (re- 1, L 
sentire feel)] 

reservation (-z-), n. In vbl senses; also 
or esp.: (eccl.) right reserved to Pope of 
nomination to vacant benefice, power of 
absolution reserved to superior, practice 
of retaining for some purpose a portion of 
the Eucharistic elements (esp. the bread) 
after celebration; (law) right or interest 
retained in estate being conveyed, clause 
reserving it; ’tract of land reserved 
esp. for exclusive occupation by native 
tribe; express or tacit limitation or ex¬ 
ception made about something (mental 
~, qualification tacitly added in making 
statement, oath, etc.); ’booking (of 
berth on steamer, room in hotel, seat in 
train, etc.). [ME, f. OF, or f. LL reservatio 
(foil., -ation)] 

res^iwje'1 (-z-), v.t. 1. Postpone use or 
enjoyment or treatment of, hold over, 
keep back for later occasion, (~e oneself 
for, not put forth one’s energies till). 
2. Secure or retain possession or control 
of esp. by legal or formal stipulation (fur 
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or to oneself or another; ~ed seats at 
entertainment etc., that may be booked; 
II ~ed list, of naval officers removed from 
active service but liable to be called out); 
(pass.) be left by fate for, fall first or only 
to. 3. Set apart, destine, for some use or 
fate. 4. (p.p. as adj.). Reticent, slow to 
reveal emotions or opinions, uncom¬ 
municative, whence ~'edLY2 (-z-) adv. 
[ME, f. OF reserver f. L re(servare keep), 
EE- 3] 

reserve'2 (-z-), n. 1. Something reserved 
for future use, extra stock or amount, 
(banker’s ~, amount kept on hand to 
meet probable demands; has a great ~ of 
energy, often attrib., as his ~ strength). 
2. (Mil., sing, or pi.) troops withheld from 
action to reinforce or cover retreat, forces 
outside regular army & navy & air force 
liable to be called out in emergencies, 
member of such forces (also resehv'iST 
(-z-) n.); (in games) extra player chosen 
in case substitute should be needed. 
3. Being kept unused but available (has 
it in ~). 4. Place reserved for some 
special use (game ~). 5. (At exhibitions) 
distinction conveying that exhibit will 
have prize if another is disqualified. 
6. Limitation, exception, restriction, or 
qualification, attached to something (I 
accept your statement ivithout ~, fully; sale 
or auction without ~, not subject to a 
fixed price’s being reached; ~ price, than 
which less will not be accepted; we publish 
this with all ~, all proper ~s, without en¬ 
dorsing it). 7. Self-restraint, abstinence 
from exaggeration or ill-proportioned 
effects, in artistic or literary expression; 
reticence, avoidance of plain speaking, 
coolness of manner, lack of cordiality; 
intentional suppression of truth, [f. 
prec., partly thr. F] 

res'ervoir (-zervwar), n., & v.t. 1. Recep¬ 
tacle constructed usu. of earthwork or 
masonry in which large quantity of water 
is stored. 2. Any natural or artificial 
receptacle esp. for or of fluid, place where 
fluid etc. collects; part of machine or 
organ of body holding fluid (~ pen, con¬ 
taining its own supply of ink); reserve 
supply or collection of something e.g. 
knowledge or facts, etc. 3. v.t. Store in 
~. [F, f. reserver see prec., -0RY(2)] 

II reset'1, v.t. & i. (-tt-). Receive (stolen 
goods); receive stolen goods. So ~t,ER1 
n. [ME, f. OF receter f. L receptare fre¬ 
quent, of recipere receive ] 

reset2, resettle etc., reshape, see re- 8; 
reship etc., re- 9; reshuffle, re- 8. 

reside' (-z-), v.i. (Of persons) have one’s 
home, dwell permanently, at, in, abroad, 
etc.; (of officials) be in residence; (of 
power, rights, etc.) rest or be vested in 
person etc.; (of qualities) be present or 
inherent in. [ME, f. OF resider or L 
re(sidere = sedere sit), re- 3] 

resign 

residence (-z-), n. 1. Residing (have, take 
up, one’s ~, dwell, begin to dwell; 
honoured the place with her~ ; ~ is required, 
official etc. must live on the spot for 
certain periods or altogether; so in ~). 
2. Place where one resides, abode of; 
house esp. of considerable pretension, 
mansion, (desirable family ~ for sale). 
[ME, f. OF f. med. L residentia (prec., 
-ENCE)] 

residency (-z-), n. (hist.). Official resi¬ 
dence of Governor-general’s represent¬ 
ative at Indian native court, [as prec., 
-ENCY ] 

res'ident(-z-),a.&n. 1. Residing (whether 
~ at home or abroad; the ~ population); (of 
birds etc.) non-migratory; bound to resi¬ 
dence, having quarters on the spot, (~ 
surgeon, tutor, political agent); inherent, 
located, in (a right ~ in the nation; powers 
of sensation ~ in the nerves). 2. n. Perma¬ 
nent inhabitant of town or neighbour¬ 
hood (opp. visitor); Indian Governor- 
-general’s political agent residing at 
native court (hist.), British government 
agent in other semi-dependent State, 
whence ~SHIP n. [ME, f. OF or L (reside, 
-ENT)] 

residential (-z-, -shl), a. Suitable for or 
occupied by private houses (~ estate, 
street, quarter); connected with residence 
(the~ qualification for voters), [residence, 
-AL ] 

residentiary (-z-, -sha-), n. & a. 1. Ec¬ 
clesiastic bound to residence. 2. adj. 
Bound to, requiring, of or for, official 
residence (usu. after n.; Canon, Canonry, 
~; at his ~ house), [f. med. L resulenti- 
arius (RESIDENCE, -ARY1)] 

resid'ual (-z-), a. & n. 1. (math.). Result¬ 
ing from subtraction (n., ~ quantity). 
2. Remaining, left over, left as residuum, 
(n., remainder, substance of the nature of 
a residuum). 3. (Of error in calculations) 
still unaccounted for or not eliminated, 
[f. RESIDUE+-AL] 

resid'uary (-z-), a. Of the residue of an 
estate (~ bequest, clause, legatee, etc.); of, 
being, a residuum, residual, still remain¬ 
ing, (mere ~ substances; the ~ aberrat ion; 
some ~ odds <£■ ends), [residuum, -ary1] 

res'idue (-z-), n. Remainder, rest, what 
is left or remains over; what remains of 
estate after payment of charges, debts, & 
bequests; (chem. etc.) residuum. [ME, 
f. OF residu f. L residuum] 

resid'uum (-z-), n. (pi. -dua). What re¬ 
mains, esp. (chem. etc.) substance left 
after combustion or evaporation, (in cal¬ 
culations) amount not accounted for or 
residual error; lowest stratum or dregs of 
population. [L, neut. of residuus remain¬ 
ing (RESIDE)] 

resign'1 (-zin), v.t. & i. 1. Relinquish, 
surrender, give up, hand over, (office, 
right, claim, property, charge, task, life. 

For pronunciation & hyphening of re- see re-; for words in re- not given see re- 8, 9. 
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hope; often to person, into person’s hands 
etc.; ~ oneself to another’s guidance, to 
sleep, rest, meditation, etc.). 2. Reconcile 
oneself, one’s mind, etc. (to one’s fate etc., 
to domg, or abs. = accept the inevitable 
without repining), whence ~kd 1 (-zind') 
a., ~edLY2 (-zin-) adv. 3. Give up office, 
retire. [ME, f. OF resigner f. L re(slgnare 
seal) unseal, cancel, re- 7] 

re'sign'2 (-sin), v.t. & i. Sign again, [re- 8] 
resignation (-z-), n. In vbl senses (re¬ 
sign l); esp.: resigning of an office, docu¬ 
ment conveying it (give, send in, one’s 
~); being resigned, uncomplaining en¬ 
durance of sorrow or other evil. [ME, 
f. OF f. med. L resignatio (resign1, 
-ATION)] 

resile' (-z-), v.i. (Of elastic bodies) recoil, 
rebound, resume shape & size after 
stretching or compression; have or show 
elasticity or buoyancy or recuperative 
power. Hence or cogn. resil'iENCE, 
resil'iENCY, nn., resil'iENT a., (-zilyen-). 
[f. obs. F rtsiler, -ir, or L re(silire = satire 
jump), re- 9] 

res'in (-z-), n., & v.t. 1. Adhesive sub¬ 
stance insoluble in water (cf. gum2) se¬ 
creted by most plants & exuding naturally 
or upon incision esp. from fir & pine; 
kinds of similar substance got by chemical 
process. 2. v.t. Rub or treat with 
Hence ~if'erous ~iF0RM, ~ous, aa., ~oid 
a. & n., ~ate1(3) n., ~iry v.t. & i., 
~iFlCA'TlON n., ~o- comb. form. [ME 
resyn, rosyn, f. L resina, med. L rosina] 

resipis'c|ence, n. Recognition of error, 
return to good sense. So ~ent a. [F, or 
f. LL resipiscentia f. re(sipiscere f. sapere 
see SAPIENT), RE- 9] 

resist' (-z-), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Stop course 
of, successfully oppose, keep off or out, 
prevent from penetrating, repel, be proof 
against or unaffected or uninjured by, 
abstain from, (projectile, weapon, edge, 
frost, heat, moisture, attack, temptation, 
power, infection, influence, suggestion, 
etc.; who can ~ God’s will?; cannot ~ a 
joke, must make it if it suggests itself, or 
must be amused by it), whence ~ible a., 
~less a. (poet.), ~lessLY2 adv. 2. Strive 
against, oppose, try to impede, refuse to 
comply with, as ~ arrest. 3. Offer resist¬ 
ance, make opposition, whence or cogn. 
~ant, ~ent, ~ive, aa., ~er* n. (|| passive 
~er, person refusing on grounds of justice 
to pay education rate imposed by Act in 
1902), ~or n., device offering electrical 
resistance. 4. n. Composition applied to 
surfaces for protection from some agent 
employed on them, esp. to parts of calico 
that are not to take dye. [ME, f. OF 
resister or L reisistere redupl. of stare 
stand), re- 2] 

resistance (-z-), n. 1. (Power of) resisting 
(passive ~, refusal to comply; something 
with greater ~ for its weight than steel)', 
~ movement (esp. of unconquered people 
in a conquered country). 2. Hindrance, 

resolve 

impeding or stopping effect, exercised by 
material thing upon another (overcome 
the ~ of the air', ~ of fluids varies with 
their specific gravity, line of ~, direction 
in which it acts; take line of least ~, fig., 
adopt easiest method or course). 3. 
(Electromagnet., heat) non-conductivity; 
(electr.) part of apparatus used to offer 
definite ~ to current. [ME, f. OF resist¬ 
ance f. LL resislantia (prec., -ance)] 

resistibil'ity (-z-), n. Being resistible; 
power of offering resistance, [resist(Me, 
-bility ] 

resole. See re- 8. 
res'oluble (-zoldb-, -lu-), a. That can be re¬ 
solved, (usu.) analysable into, resolvable, 
[f. LL resolubilis (resolve, & sec soluble)] 

res'olute (-zoloot, -ut), a. (Of person or 
his temper or action) determined, de¬ 
cided, bold, not vacillating, unshrinking, 
firm of purpose. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L 
resolutus p.p., see resolve] 

resolution (-zoloo-, -lu-), n. 1. Separation 
into components, decomposition, ana¬ 
lysis, conversion into other form; (med.) 
disappearance of inflammation without 
suppuration; (pros.) substitution of two 
short syllables for one long; (mus.) mak¬ 
ing of discord to pass into concord; 
(mech.) replacing of single force by two or 
more jointly equivalent. 2. Solving of 
doubt, problem, question, etc. 3. Formal 
expression of opinion by legislative body 
(cf. motion) or public meeting, form pro¬ 
posed for this. 4. Resolve, thing resolved 
on, (good ~s, intentions that one formu¬ 
lates mentally for virtuous conduct). 
5. Determined temper or character, 
boldness & firmness of purpose. [ME, f. 
OF or L resolutio (resolve, -ion)] 

res'olutive (-zoloo-, -lu-), a. & n. 1. 
Having dissolving power, disintegrating, 
(chiefly med.); (n.) ~ application or 
drug. 2. (law). ~ condition, whose fulfil¬ 
ment terminates contract etc. [f. med. 
L resolutivus (as prec., -ive)] 

resolve' (-z-), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Dissolve (t. 
& i.; into), disintegrate, analyse, break 
up into parts, dissipate, convert or be 
converted into, reduce by mental analysis 
into, (used vinegar to ~ the rocks; blood 
first coagulates & then ~s; ~ thing, thing 
is ~d or ~s itself or ~s, into its elements; 
telescope ~s nebula into stars; inflamma¬ 
tion, tumour, is or ~s, passes away 
without suppuration; House ~s itself into 
a committee', might ~ Christianity into a 
system of morality)', (mus.) convert (dis¬ 
cord) or be converted into concord. 2. 
Solve, explain, clear up, settle, (all doubts 
were ~d; ~ me this, arch., answer this 
question; the problem of its origin has not 
yet been ~d). 3. Decide upon, make up 
one’s mind upon action or doing or to do, 
form mentally or (of legislative body or 
public meeting) pass by vote the resolu¬ 
tion that, (of circumstances etc.) bring 
(person) to resolution to do or upon 
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action or doing, (he ~d upon or rarely ~<Z 
amendment; that nothing should induce 
him., that he would do, upon doing; the 
House began by resolving that . . .; this 
discovery ~d us on going or to go-, p.p. 
used in minutes of meeting, = the follow¬ 
ing resolution was passed, namely that; 
p.p. as adj., resolute, whence resol'ved- 
ly2 (-z-) adv.); hence resol'vABLE (-z-) a. 
4. n. Resolution come to in the mind (<fc 
she kept her ~); (poet.) resolution, stead¬ 
fastness, (a mind, deeds, of high ~). [ME, 
f. L re(solvere solul- solve), re- 5 ] 

resfil'vent (-z-), a. & n. (chiefly med. & 
chem.). (Drug, application, substance) 
effecting resolution of tumour etc. or 
division into component parts, [prec., 
-ENT] 

res'on|ant (-z-), a. (Of sound) echoing, 
resounding, continuing to sound, rein¬ 
forced or prolonged by vibration or re¬ 
flexion ; (of bodies, rooms, etc.) tending to 
reinforce or prolong sounds esp. by vibra¬ 
tion ; (of places) resounding with. Hence 
or cogn. ~ance n., ~antLY2 adv. [F, or 
f. L reisonare sound), RE- 6, -ant] 

res'onator (-z-), n. Instrument respond¬ 
ing to single note & used for detecting it 
in combinations; appliance for giving 
resonance to sounds, [as prec., -OR] 

resorb', v.t. Absorb again. Hence ~ence 

n., ~ent a. [f. L re(sorbere sorpt- absorb), 

re- 9] 

resor'cin (-z-), n. Compound got by ac¬ 
tion of potash on resin used chiefly as 
dye-stuff, [resin, orcin] 

resorp'tion, n. Resorbing or being re¬ 
sorbed. [RESORB, -ION] 

resort'1 (-z-), v.i. 1. Turn for aid to (~ to 
force, experiment, etc., or rarely concrete 
object or person). 2. Go in numbers or 
often to (visitors ~ed to him, to the shrine, 
by the hundred; watched the inn to which he 
was known to ~). [ME, f. OF re(soriir 
come or go out) rebound etc., re- 8] 

resort'2 (-z-), n. 1. Thing to which recourse 
is had, what is turned to for aid, expedi¬ 
ent, (a carriage, repetition of the experi¬ 
ment, was the only~). 2. Recourse (cannot 
be done without ~ to compulsion-, in the 
last when all else has failed, as final 
attempt). 3. Frequenting or being fre¬ 
quented (encouraged the ~ of scholars; a 
place of great ~). 4. Place frequented usu. 
for specified purpose or quality (health, 
holiday, ~ ; mountain, seaside, ~). [ME, f. 
OF f. resortir (prec.)] 

re-sort'3, v.t. Sort again, [re-8] 

resound' (-z-), v.i. & t. 1. (Of place) ring 
or echo (with)-, (of voice, instrument, 
sound, etc.) produce echoes, go on sound¬ 
ing, fill place with sound. 2. (Of fame, 
event, etc.) be much talked of, produce 
sensation, (often through Europe etc.). 
3. Repeat loudly (usu. the praises etc. of); 
(of place) give back (sound). Hence 

respectable 

~ingLY2 adv. [ME; re- 9, sound, after 
OF resoner or L resonare (resonant) ] 

resource' (-sdrs), n. 1. (Usu. in pi.) means 
of supplying a want, stock that can be 
drawn on; (pi.) country’s collective means 
for support & defence. 2. (after French; 
now rare). Possibility of aid (lost without 
~). 3. Expedient, device, shift, (flight was 
his only ~; am at the end of my ~s). 4. 
Leisure occupation (reading is a great ~; 
a man of no ~s). 5. Skill in devising 
expedients, practical ingenuity, quick 
wit, (is full of ~). Hence ~ful (-orsf-), 
'—less (-brsl-), aa., ~fulNESS, —Icssness, 

nn., ■—fuli.Y2 adv. [f. F ressource f. OF 
re(s)sourdre f. re- 9, L surgere rise] 

respect'1, n. 1. Reference, relation, (to; 
the terms have ~ to position alone; is true 
with ~ to the French; with ~ to possible 
routes, there are three; ablative, accusative, 
of ~ in Lat. gram., those translatable by 
with ~ or as to). 2. Heed or regard to or 
of, attention to, (have not had or paid ~ to 
anything but colour; did it quite without ~ 
to the results; ~ of persons, partiality or 
favour shown esp. to the powerful). 
3. Particular, detail, point, aspect, (of; is 
admirable in ~ of style; in all, many, some, 
~s; in one, this, ~). 4. (arch.). Considera¬ 
tion that (is out of the question, in ~ that 
it stultifies the whole plan). 5. Deferential 
esteem felt or shown towards person or 
quality (has won the ~ of all; have the 
greatest ~ for him; is held in ~ ; self-~). 

6. pi. (With my, his, etc.) polite messages 
or attentions (give him my, sends his, ~s; 
went to pay his ~s to). [ME, f. OF or L 
respectus -iis (respicere see foil.)] 

respect'2, v.t. 1. Pay heed to (arch.; ~ 
persons, discriminate unfairly between 
them under influence of wealth etc., 
whence ~er1 n. of persons). 2. Relate 
to, be concerned with, (now rare exc. in 
part., as legislation ~ing property, also 
used as prep., as am at a loss —ing his 
whereabouts). 3. Regard with deference; 
avoid degrading or insulting or injuring 
or interfering with or interrupting, treat 
with consideration, spare, (~ oneself, 
refrain from unworthy conduct or 
thoughts, have self-respect;~ innocence or 
the innocent, refrain from offending or cor¬ 
rupting or tempting; ~ed my silence, let 
me remain silent; ~ privileges, property, 
neutral territory, etc.), [f. L re(spicere 
sped- = specere look at), re- C] 

respectability, n. Being, those who are, 
a person who is, socially respectable, 
[foil., -BILITY] 

respec'table, a. &n. 1. Deserving respect 
(did it from ~ motives). 2. Not incon¬ 
siderable in amount etc., of some merit 
or importance, fairly good or many or 
much, tolerable, passable, (a ~ hill, 
antiquity, painter, minority; ~ talents). 
3. Of fair social standing, having the 
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qualities necessary for such standing, not 
disreputable, honest & decent in conduct; 
(of pursuits, clothes, etc.) befitting ~ 
persons; hence respec'tabi.Y2 adv. 
4. n. A ~ person (usu. in pi.), [-able] 

respect'ful, a. Showing deference (~ be¬ 
haviour ; stood at a ~ distance). Hence 
~ly2 adv.,~NESS n. [-ful] 

respective, a. Each’s own, proper to 
each, individual, several, comparative, 
(go to your, put them in their, ~ places-, 
were given places according to their ~ rank 
or ranks; A <& B contributed the ~ sums of 
4d. & 3d.; the election depends on the ~ 
popularity of the candidates). Hence ~LYa 
(-vl-) adv. [f. med. L respectivus (respect2, 
-ive)] 

respell. See re- 8. 
res'pirable (or rispir-), a. (Of air, gas, 
etc.) that can, fit to, be breathed, [f. 
respire +-able, or F respirable] 

respiration, n. Breathing; single in¬ 
spiration & expiration; plant’s absorp¬ 
tion of oxygen & emission of carbon 
dioxide. [ME, f. OF or L respiratio (re¬ 
spire, -ATION) ] 

res'pirator, n. Apparatus of gauze etc. 
worn over mouth (& nose) to warm or 
filter inhaled air; (mil.) kinds of chemical 
filtering-apparatus worn for defence 
against poison-gas. [as foil.; see -or] 

respire', v.i. & t. Breathe, inhale & 
exhale, air, whence res'piratORY (or 
rlspir'at-) a.; breathe (air etc.); (rare) 
exhale (perfume, amiability, etc.); breathe 
again, take breath, recover hope or spirit, 
get rest or respite. [ME, f. OF respirer 
or L re(spirare breathe), RE- 9] 

res'pite, n., & v.t. 1. Delay permitted in 
the discharge of an obligation or suffering 
of a penalty; interval of rest or relief. 
2. v.t. Grant ~ to, reprieve, (condemned 
person); postpone execution or exaction 
of (sentence, obligation); give temporary 
relief from (pain, care) or to (sufferer). 
[ME, f. OF respit f. L respect bis] 

resplen'd|ent, a. Brilliant, dazzlingly or 
gloriously bright. Hence or cogn. ~ence, 
~ency, nn., ~entLY2 adv. [ME, f. L re- 
(splendere glitter), re- C, -ent] 

respond'1, v.i. 1. Make answer (esp. of 
congregation making set answers to priest 
etc.); perform answering or correspond¬ 
ing action (~ed with a drop-kick, left- 
-hander, etc.). 2. Show sensitiveness to by 
behaviour or change (does not ~ to kind¬ 
ness ; nerve ~,s to stimulus, string to note, 
etc.). 3. (rare). Correspond, be analogous, 
whence or cogn. ~ence, ~ency, nn. [f. L 
re(spondere spons- pledge) answer, re- 1] 

respond'2, n. 1. (eccl.). = responsory, 
also response to versicle. 2. (archit.). 
Half-pillar or half-pier attached to wall 
to support arch. [ME, f. OF (respondre 
answer, as prec.)] 

respon'dent, a. & n. 1. Making answer; 
responsive to; in position of defendant. 
2. n. One who makes answer, defends 

rest 

thesis, etc.; defendant esp. in divorce 
case, [as respond1, -f.nt] 

respdnse', n. Answer given in word or 
act, reply, retort, (in ~ to; made no ~ ; the 
~s of the oracles; his ~ was the proclama¬ 
tion of martial law); feeling, movement, 
etc., elicited by stimulus or influence 
(called forth no ~ in his breast); (eccl.) 
= responsory, also any part of liturgy 
said or sung in answer to priest. [ME, f. 
OF respons(e); later f. L responsum neut. 
p.p. (RESPOND1)] 

responsibil'itiy, n. Being responsible (de¬ 
clines all ~y for it; will take the ~y of doing 
it; did it on his own ~y, without authori¬ 
zation ; is not afraid of ~y, of having to 
act without detailed guidance); charge for 
which one is responsible (a family is a 
great ; aslced to be relieved of his ~y or 
~ies). [foil., -BILITY] 

respon'sib|le, a. Liable to be called to ac¬ 
count, answerable (to person, for thing, 
or abs.; ~ie ruler, government, not auto¬ 
cratic), morally accountable for actions, 
capable of rational conduct; of good 
credit or position or repute, respectable, 
apparently trustworthy; involving re¬ 
sponsibility (a~Ze office). Hence ~ly 2 adv. 
[obs. F (L RESPOND'ere, -idle)] 

II respon'sions (-shnz), n. pi. First of 
three examinations for Oxford B.A. 
degree, abolished in 1960 (also smalls 
colloq.; cf. moderations, greats, final 
schools), [f. L responsio (respond1, -ion)] 

respon'sive, a. Answering, by way of 
answer, (of liturgy etc.) using responses; 
responding readily to or to some influence, 
impressionable, sympathetic. Hence 
■— LY2 adv., ~ness n. [f. F responsif, -ive 
or LL responsivus (respond1, -ive)] 

respon'sory, n. Anthem said or sung by 
soloist & choir after lesson, [f. LL re- 
sponsorium (respond l, -ory)] 

rest1, v.i. & t. 1. Be still, cease or abstain 
or be relieved from exertion or action or 
movement or employment, lie in sleep or 
death, be tranquil, be let alone, (waves 
that never ~; ~ (up)on one’s oars, tem¬ 
porarily cease rowing or any exertion; 
never let your enemy ~; let vs ~ here, 
cease walking etc.; ~ from one’s labours; 
actor is ~ing, is out of work; ~s in the 
churchyard, lies buried; let her~ in peace; 
is tco feverish to ~ ; could not ~ under an 
imputation, till he got his wish; land was 
allowed to ~, left fallow; the matter cannot 
~ here, must be further examined etc.); 
give relief or repose to (stayed a day to ~ 
myself; ~ your men for an hour; says the 
goggles ~ his eyes; must ~ the ground; ~ 
or God ~ his soul, may God give it repose); 
(p.p.) refreshed or reinvigorated by ~ing 
(are you quite ~ed ?). 2. Lie, be spread out, 
be supported or based, depend, rely, (of 
eyes etc.) alight or be steadily directed, 
(up)on (shadow, light, ~s on his face; roof 
~s on four arches; their left ~ed on the 
river; hand ~ing on the table; science ~s on 
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phenomena-, I ~ upon your promise-, his 
oaze ~ed on a strange object); be propped 
against; repose trust in (be content to ~ in 
God); place for support or foundation 
(up)cm (~ one’s elbow, load, on the table; 
~ one’s case on equity, unimpeachable evi¬ 
dence). 3. ~ing-place, provided or used 
for ~ing (last ~ing-place, the grave). [OE 
rseslan, — OS restian, OHG restan] 

rest2, n. 1. Repose or sleep esp. in bed at 
night (go, retire, to ~ ; take ~ or one’s ~). 
2. Abstinence or freedom from or absence 
of exertion or activity or movement or 
care or molestation, a period of such 
abstinence etc., (day o/~, Sunday; a ~ 
from work etc.; give person, horse, machine, 
etc., a ~; take a short ~; at ~, still, not 
agitated or troubled, often of the dead; 
set question, person’s mind, at ~, settle, 
relieve; lay to ~, bury). 3. Lodging-place 
or shelter provided for sailors, cabmen, 
or other class. 4. Prop or support or 
steadying-piece, e.g. for gun in aiming, 
telephone-receiver, billiard-cue, cutting- 
-tool in lathe, or foot on bicycle. 5. (Mus.) 
appointed interval of silence or sign 
denoting it; pause in elocution, caesura 
in verse. 6. —balk, ridge left unploughed 
between furrows; ~-cure, ~ usu. of some 
weeks in bed as medical treatment;—day, 
day spent in ~, (rare) Sunday; ~-house., 
(in India) dawk bungalow. [OE raest(e), 
= OS, OHG resta etc.] 

rest3, v.i. Remain over (arch.; whatever 
•—s of hope); ~ with, be left in the hands 
or charge of (it ~s with you to propose 
terms; the management of affairs ~ed with 
Wolsey); remain in specified state (the 
affair ~s a mystery; ~ assured, satisfied, 
etc.; also arch, in epistolary forms, as I 
~ your devoted friend). [ME, f. OF Tester 
f. L re(stare stand), re- 3] 

rest4, n. 1. The remaining part(s) or indi¬ 
viduals of, the remainder of some quantity 
or number, the others, (& the or all the ~ 
of it, all else that might be mentioned; 
for the ~, as regards anything beyond 
what has been specially mentioned). 
2. I! (Banking) reserve fund; (commerc.) 
stocktaking & balancing; (tennis etc.) 
spell of continuous returns. [ME, f. OF 
resie f. rester (prec.)] 

rest5, n. (hist.). Check holding butt of 
mediaeval filter’s spear when couched for 
charging (with, lay, or set one’s, lance in 
~). [ME, aphetic f. arrest1] 

restamp, restart, restate etc. See re- 8. 
res'taurant (-tor-, & see Ap.), n. Place 
where meals or refreshments may be had. 
[F (restaurer restore, -ant)] 

restaurateur (rfistorntdi1'), n. Restaurant- 
-keeper. [F] 

rest'ful, a. Favourable to repose, free 
from disturbing influences, soothing. 
Hence~ly2 adv.,~NESS n. [-FUL] 

rest-harrow (-6), n. A tough-rooted 

shrub, cammoek. [obs. rest v. as rest , 
HARROW 1 ] 

II restiff. See restive. 
res'titute, v.t. & i. (rare). Make restitu¬ 
tion (of), [f. L re(stituere -tut-„= statuere 
set up), RE- 8] 

restitution, n. Restoring of or of thing to 
proper owner, reparation for injury, (esp. 
make ~; ~ of conjugal rights, name of a 
matrimonial lawsuit); restoring of thing 
to its original state (esp. theol. the ~ of 
all things); resumption of original shape 
or position by elasticity. [ME, f. OF or L 
restitutio (prec., -ion)] 

res'tive, II res'tiff (arch.), a. (Of horse) 
refusing to advance, stubbornly standing 
still or moving backwards or sideways, 
jibbing, refractory; (of person) un¬ 
manageable, rejecting control; (erron.) 
restless. Hence res'tivei.Y2 (-vl-) adv., 
res'tiveNESS (-vn-) n. [ME restif f. OF 
(REST3, -IVE)] 

rest'less, a. Finding or affording no rest, 
uneasy, agitated, never still, ever in mo¬ 
tion, unpausing, fidgeting. Hence ~ly2 
adv.,~NTEssn. [rest2,-less] 

restock. See re- 8. 
restoration, n. In senses of restore; 

also or esp.: (period of) re-establishment 
of monarchy in 1660 (the /i~); model or 
drawing representing supposed original 
form of extinct animal, ruined building, 
etc. [17tli c. alt. (after restore) f. ME 
restauracion, f. OF, or LL restauratio 
(RESTORE, -ion)] 

restora'tion|ism (-shon-), n. Doctrine 
that all men wall ultimately be restored to 
happiness in the future life. So ~ist(2) n. 
[-ism] 

resto'rative, a. & n. 1. Tending to restore 
health or strength. 2. n. ~ food, medicine, 
or agency. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME also 
-au- f. OF restauratif, -ive (foil., -ative)] 

restor|e', v.t. 1. Give back, make restitu¬ 
tion of. 2. (Attempt to) bring back to 
original state by rebuilding, repairing, 
repainting, emending, etc. (church, pic¬ 
ture, text, has been ~ed, spoilt in ~ing, ~ed 
out of all recognition, etc.); make repre¬ 
sentation of supposed original state of 
(extinct animal, ruin, etc.). 3. Reinstate, 
bring back to dignity or right; bring back 
to or to health etc., cure (person). 4. Re- 
-establish, renew, bring back into use. 
5. Reinsert by conjecture (missing words 
in text, parts of extinct animal, etc.). 
6. Replace, put back, bring to former 
place or condition. Hence ~'able a., ~- 
er1 n. [ME, f. OF restorer f. L restaurare\ 

restrain'1, v.t. Check or hold in from, 
keep in check or under control or within 
bounds, repress, keep down; confine, 
imprison. Hence ~ aisle a., ~edLY2 adv. 
(esp., with self-restraint). [ME, f. OF re- 
strai(g)n- st. of restraindre f. L re(stringere 
strict- tie), re- 2] 

For pronunciation & hyphening of re- see RE-; for words in re- not given see RE- 8, 9. 
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re-strain'2, v.t. Strain again, [re-8] 
restraint', n. Restraining or being re¬ 
strained, stoppage, check, controlling 
agency or influence, confinement esp. in 
asylum, (without ~, freely, copiously; is 
under ~, esp. as lunatic); constraint or 
reserve of manner; self-control, avoid¬ 
ance of excess or exaggeration, austerity 
of literary expression. [ME, f. OF 
restraints) (restrain1)] 

restrict', v.t. Confine, bound, limit, (to, 
within; has a very ~ed application; am 
~ed to advising; is ~ed within narrow 
limits). Hence or cogn. restric'tiON n., 
restric'tivE a. (~iue practices, ~ing out¬ 
put in industry), ~edLY2, restric'tivei/Y2, 
adw. [f. L restrict-, see restrain1] 

restuff. See re- 9. 
result' (-z-), v.i., & n. 1. Arise as actual or 
follow as logical consequence (from con¬ 
ditions, causes, premisses, etc., or abs.); 
have issue or end in specified manner esp. 
in failure etc. (~ed badly, in a large profit). 
2. n. Consequence, issue, or outcome of 
something (without ~, in vain, fruitless), 
whence ~ful, ~less, aa.; quantity, 
formula, etc., given by calculation. [ME, 
f. med. L f. L re(sultare = sallare frequent, 
of satire jump), re- 9] 

resul'tant (-z-), a. & n. 1. Resulting, esp. 
as total outcome of more or less opposed 
forces. 2. n. Composite effect of two or 
more forces acting in different directions 
at same point (esp. in mech., also transf.). 
[prec., -ant] 

resume' (-z-), v.t. & i. 1. Get or take again 
or back, recover, reoccupy, (~ one’s 
spirits, sway, liberty, seat; ~ gift, grant, 
territory). 2. Begin again (upon), go on 
(with) after interruption, begin to speak 
or work again, recommence t. & i., (the 
House ~d work or its labours, or ~d; ~ 
thread of one’s discourse; ~ pipe, go on 
smoking again; ‘No, it is hopeless’ he ~d). 
3. Make rdsum6 of, recapitulate, sum¬ 
marize. [ME, f. OF resumer, or L re(sumere 
sumpt- take), re- 8] 

resume (raz'dbma, & see Ap.), n. Sum¬ 
mary, epitome, abstract. [F, p.p. of 
resumer resume ] 

resummons. See re- 8. 

resump't|ion(-z-),n. Resuming. So~rvE 
a., ~IveLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF, or LL 
resumptio (resume, -ion)] 

resup'in|ate, a. (bot.). (Of leaf etc.) in¬ 
verted, bottom up. Hence ~a'tion n. 
[f. L re(supinare make supine1), re- 9] 

resutge', v.i. (rare exc. joc.). Experience 
resurrection, revive, rise or arise again. 
So (in ordinary use) resur'gENT(l) n. & 
a., resui'gENCE n. [f. L re(surgere surrect- 
rise), RE- 9] 

resurrect' (-z-), v.t. (colloq.). Raise from 
the dead (rare); revive practice or memory 
of; take from grave, exhume, [back 
form. f. foil.] 

resurrec'tion (-z-), n. 1. (I2~). (Festival 
in memory of) rising of Christ from the 

grave; rising again of men at the last day. 
2. Exhumation lit. or fig., resurrecting 
(~ man, BODY-snatcher), whence ~ist(1) 

(-sho-) n. 3. Revival from disuse or 
inactivity or decay, restoration to vogue 
or memory. Hence ~al (-sho-) a. [ME, f. 
OF, or LL resurrectio (resurge, -ion)] 

resurvey. See re- 8. 
resus'cit|ate, v.t. & i. Revive, return or 
usu. restore to life, consciousness, vogue, 
vigour, or vividness. Hence or cogn. 
~a'tion, ~atOR, nn., ~ative a. [f. L 
re(svscitare cite), re- 9, -ate3] 

rSt, rate, rait, v.t. & i. Soften (flax, hemp) 
by soaking or exposing to moisture; (of 
hay etc., in pass, or intr.) be spoilt by wet, 
rot. [hist. obsc.; 15th c. ret(t)en corresp. 
to MDu. re(e)ien] 

reta'ble, n. Shelf, or frame enclosing de¬ 
corated panels, above back of altar, [f. 
F retable, cf. med. L retrotabulum rear 
table ] 

ret'ail1, n. Sale of goods in small quanti¬ 
ties (esp. by ~, or attrib., as ~ trading, 
dealer; also adv., esp. in conjunction w. 
wholesale, as do you buy wholesale or ~ ?). 
[ME, f. OF retail(le) piece cut off f. 
re(taille.r cut, see tail2), re- 5] 

retail'2, v.t. & i. 1. Sell (goods) by retail; 
(of goods) be '--ed (esp. at or for specified 
price). 2. Recount, relate details of. 
Hence~erj n. [ME, prob. f. prec.] 

retain', v.t. 1. Keep in place, hold fixed, 
(~ing wall, supporting & confining mass 
of earth or water; ~ing force, mil., posted 
to keep part of enemy inactive etc.). 
2. Secure services of (esp. barrister) by 
engagement & preliminary payment 
(~ingfce, retainer). 3. Keep possession of, 
not lose, continue to have; continue to 
practise or recognize, allow to remain or 
prevail, not abolish or discard or alter. 
4. Succeed in remembering, not forget. 
Hence ~able a. [ME, f. OF retenir f. L 
re(tinere tent- — tenere hold), RE- 3] 

retain'er, n. 1. (Law) formal retention of 
something as one’s own, authorization to 
retain thus; being retained to serve in 
some capacity; fee paid to barrister etc. 
for right to his services if required. 2. In 
vbl senses; esp. (hist.), dependant or fol¬ 
lower of person of rank; old ~ (joc.), old 
and faithful servant, [retain + (sense 
1) -er4, (sense 2) -er1] 

retake. See re- 9. 
retaliate, v.t. & i. 1. Repay (injury, 
insult, etc., rarely kindness etc.) in kind; 
retort (accusation) upon person. 2. Do as 
one is done by, esp. return evil, make 
reprisals, (pol. econ.) impose duties on 
imports from foreign State in return for 
its import duties. Hence or cogn. ~a'tion 

n., ~ative, ~atORY, (-lya-), aa. [f. L 
re(taliare f. talis such), re- 1 ] 

retard', v.t. & i., & n. 1. Make slow or 
late, delay progress or development or 
arrival or accomplishment or happening 
of. 2. (Esp. of physical phenomena, e.g. 
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motion of tides, waves, or celestial bodies) 
happen, arrive, behind normal or calcu¬ 
lated time; hence or cogn. retZfrdA'TlON, 

~ment, nn., ~ative, ~atORY, aa. 3. n. 
~ation (~ of tide or high water, interval 
between full moon & following high 
water), [f. F retard(er) or L re(tardare f. 
tardus slow), RE- 3] 

retaste. See re- 8. 
retch, v.i., & n. 1. Make motion of vomit¬ 
ing esp. ineffectually & involuntarily. 
2. n. Such motion or sound of it-. [16th c., 
var. of (now dial.) reach, f. OE hreecan 
spit f. hraca spittle] 

retell. See re- 8. 

reten'tion, n. RETAlNing; esp. (med.) fail¬ 

ure to evacuate urine or other secretion. 

[ME, f. OF, f. L retentionem (retain, 

-ion)] 

reten'tive, a. (Of memory, or rarely of 
person in that respect) tenacious, not 
forgetful; (of substances) ~ of moisture 
etc., apt to retain it (also ~ abs., ~ of 
moisture); (surg., of ligature etc.) serv¬ 
ing to keep something in place. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, f. OF {-if, -ive), 
see retain, -ive ] 

retenue' (-noo), n. Reserve, self-control. 
[F], 

re'tiary (-sha-), n. Net-making or geo¬ 
metrical spider, [f. L retiarius (gladiator) 
with net (rete net, -ary l) ] 

ret'ic|ence, n. Reserve in speech, avoid¬ 
ance of saying all one knows or feels, 
abstinence from over-emphasis in art; 
holding back of some fact; disposition to 
silence, taciturnity. So ~ent a. (on, 
upon, about), ~entLY2 a-dv. [F, or f. L 
reticenlia f. re(ticere = tacere be silent), 
re- 4] 

ret'icle, n. Network of fine threads or 
lines in object-glass of telescope to help 
accurate observation, [f. L reticulum ] 

retic'ullate, v.t. & i. Divide or be di¬ 
vided iu fact or appearance into a net¬ 
work, arrange or be arranged in small 
squares or with intersecting lines. So (see 
etym.) ~ate2 (-at) a., ~ateLY2 adv., 
~a'tion n., ~ato- comb. form, [vb by 
back form. f. reticulated f. reticulate a. f. 
L reticulatus (reticulum, -ate2)] 

ret'icule, n. 1. = reticle. 2. Lady’s 
netted or other bag carried or worn to 
serve purpose of pocket. 3. (astron.). A 
Southern constellation, [f. F rdticule f. L 
(foil.)] 

retic'ul|um, n. (pi. ~a). 1. Ruminant’s 
second stomach or honeycomb. 2. Net- 
like structure, reticulated membrane 
etc-., whence ~ar1, ~ose1, aa., ~o- comb, 
form. [L (rete net, -cule)] 

ret'iform, a. Netlike, reticulated, [f. L 
rete net, -I-, -form] 

ret'in|a, n. (pi. ~as, ~ae). Layer at back 
of eyeball sensitive to light. Hence ~al 

a., ~it'is n. [ME, f. med. L, f. L rete net] 

ret'inue, n. Suite or train of persons in 
attendance upon someone. [ME, f. OF 
retenue fem. p.p. of retenir retain] 

retire', v.i. & t., & n. 1. Withdraw (intr.), 
go away, retreat, seek seclusion or shelter, 
recede, go (as) to bed, (~ from the v;orld, 
become recluse; ~ into oneself, be un¬ 
communicative or unsociable, whence 
retir'iNG 2a., retir'IngLY 2adv. ,retir'ing- 

ness n.; the ladies ~, leave dining-room 
after dessert; always ~s before midnight, 
often to rest, to bed, for the night, etc.; 
general, army, was forced to ~, ~<J in good 
order, often from position, to place, before 
enemy, etc.; background does not ~ as it 
should; retiring-room, for retiring to, 
esp. lavatory); (p.p., f. obs. trans. use; 
pr. rftfrd') withdrawn from society or 
observation, secluded, (lives ~d; a ~<Z 
life; in a ~fZ valley), whence ~d'NESS 
(-5'dn-) n. 2. Cease from or give up office 
or profession or employment or candida¬ 
ture, (crick.) voluntarily terminate one’s 
innings, compel (officer, employee) to ~, 
(~ from the army, from business, on a 
pension; batsman hurt; was com¬ 
pulsorily ~d as incompetent; retiring age, 
age at which person ~s; retiring pension, 
allowed to one who ~s at normal time); 
(p.p., see -ed1(2) for sense) that has ~d 
(a ~<Z general, grocer; ~d pay, pension; 
~d list, of ~d officers). 3. (Mil.) order 
(troops) to ~; (finance) withdraw (bill, 
note) from operation or currency. 4. n. 
(mil.). Signal to troops to ~ (usu. sound 
the ~). [f. F retirer f. tirer draw, re- 9] 

retire'ment (-irm-), n. In vbl senses; 
also: seclusion, privacy; secluded place. 
[F (prec., -ment)] 

retort'1, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Requite (humi¬ 
liation, insult, attack) in kind; turn (mis¬ 
chief etc.), fling (charge, sarcasm, jest), 
back (on or upon author or aggressor), 
make (argument) tell against or against 
its user; make, say by way of, repartee 
or counter-charge or counter-argument; 
(p.p.) recurved, twisted or bent back¬ 
wards. 2. n. Incisive reply, repartee; 
turning of charge or argument against 
its author; piece of retaliation, [f. L 
re(torquere tort- twist), re- 9] 

retort'2, n., & v.t. 1. Vessel usu. of glass 
with long downward-bent neck used in 
distilling liquids; kinds of receptacle of 
various shapes & materials used in puri¬ 
fying mercury & making gas & steel. 
2. v.t. Purify (mercury) by heating in ~. 
[f. F relorte f. med. L retorta fem. p.p. as 
prec. ] 

ret(5r'tion, n. Bending back (lit. & fig.); 
(Internat. law) retaliation by State upon 
subjects of another, [f. med. L rctortio, 
-sio (retort1, -ion)] 

retouch, [prob. f. F retoucher (re- 8, 

TOUCH)] 

retrace', v.t. Trace back to source or 

For pronunciation & hyphening of re- see RE-; for words in re- not given see RE- 8, 9. 
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beginning; look over again; recall the 
course of in memory; go back over (one’s 
steps or way; often fig. of undoing actions), 
[f. F retracer (re- 8, trace v.)] 

retract', v.t. & i. 1. Draw (esp. part of 
one’s body) back or in, (of such part etc.) 
shrink back or in or be capable of being 
~ed, (snail ~s its horns; cat’s claws ~ or 
can be ~ed; surgeon ~s skin with instru¬ 
ment,^ organ is ~ed by muscle, called 
retrac'tOR n.; if the piston is suddenly 
~ed); hence or cogn. retrac'table1 

[-able] & (in same sense) retrac'tlLE aa., 
retractil'iTY n., retrac'tivE a., retrac¬ 
tion1 [-ion] n. 2. Withdraw, revoke, 
cancel, refuse to abide by, acknowledge 
falsity or error of, expressly abandon, 
(statement, promise, opinion), (abs.) ~ 
opinion or statement; hence or cogn. 
retrac'table2 [-able] a., retractA'TiON, 
retrac'tion2 [-ion], nn. [sense 1 f. L 
re(trahere tract- draw), re- 4; sense 2 
partly as 1, but chiefly f. L re(traclare 
draw, frequent, of trahere draw), re- 9, & 

L re(tractare pull about or handle), re- 8, 

as in arch, retractation rehandling, now 
only in title of Augustine’s Retractations] 

ret'ral, a. (nat. hist. etc.). Hinder, pos¬ 
terior, at the back, [retro-, -al ] 

retransfer, retransform, retranslate 
etc., retread1. See re- 9. 

re-tread'2 (-Sd), v.t., & n. Furnish (tire) 
with a new tread; (n.) tire so renewed. 
[re- 9] 

retreat', v.i. & t., & n. 1. Go back, retire, 
relinquish a position, (esp. of army etc.); 
(trans., chiefly in chess) move (piece) 
back from forward or threatened position; 
recede (a ~ing chin, forehead). 2. n. Act 
of, (mil.) signal for, ~ing (sound the or a 
~, mil.; beat a~,~, abandon undertaking; 
make good one’s get safely away; 
intercept ~ of, cut off; are in full ~); 
(mil.) bugle-call at sunset. 3. With¬ 
drawing into privacy or security, (place 
of) seclusion; (eccl.) temporary retire¬ 
ment for religious exercises; asylum for 
inebriates or lunatics or pensioners ; lurk¬ 
ing-place, place of shelter, [vb (15th c.) 
f. OF retraiter-, n. ME & OF retret(e) f. 
p.p. of relraire f. L retrahere (retract)] 

retrench', v.t. & i. 1. Cut down, reduce 
amount of, (expenses, things causing out¬ 
lay) ; cut off, deduct, (~etZ a year from the 
established period)', make excisions in or 
of, shorten or remove, (literary work or 
passages in it); cut down expenses, intro¬ 
duce economies. 2. (fortif.). Furnish 
with inner line of defence usu. consisting 
of trench & parapet. Hence ~MENT n. [f. 
obs. F retrencher, mod. retrancher (RE-, 
TRENCH)] 

retrial. See re- 8. 
retribu'tion, n. Recompense for evil or 
rarely for good done, vengeance, requital. 
So retrib'utivE a., retrib'utiveLY2 adv. 
[ME f. OF, or f. LL re(lributio f. tribuere 
-ut- assign, -ion), re- 1] 

retriev|e', v.t. & i., & n. 1. (Of dogs, esp. 
of special breed) find & bring in (killed or 
wounded bird etc., or abs.), whence~'er1 
n. 2. Recover by investigation or effort 
of memory, restore to knowledge or 
recall to mind. 3. Regain possession of. 
4. Rescue from bad state etc.; restore to 
flourishing state, revive, (esp. one’s for¬ 
tunes etc.). 5. Make good, repair, set 
right, (loss, disaster, error); hence ~'ahi.e 
a., ~'al(2) n. 6. n. Possibility of recovery 
(beyond, past, ~e). [ME, f. OF retroeve- 
stressed st. of re(trover find), re- 9] 

retrim. See re- 8. 
retro- (usu. re- exc. in the commoner wds, 
esp. retrograde, retrospect), pref. f. L retro 
adv. & pref.: (1) chiefly in L derivatives 
(~act, ~ grade) or wds formed on L anal, 
of L elements (~ftex, ~jecl) with senses 
backwards, back again, in return; (2) chiefly 
in anat. and path, terms with senso 
behind (~sternal a., behind the breast¬ 
bone), situated behind. 

retro|act', v.i. React; operate in back¬ 
ward direction; have retrospective effect. 
Hence or cogn. ~ac'tlvE a., ~ac'tiveLY3 

adv., ~activ'iTY, ~ac'tiON, nn. [f. L 
RETRO(agere act- act)] 

ret'ro|cede’, v.i. Move back, recede; (of 
gout) strike inward. So ~ced'ENCE n., 
~ced'ENT a. [f. L RETRO(cedere cess- 
go)] 

retrocede'2, v.t. Cede (territory) back 
again, [f. F rdtrocMer (retro-, cede)] 

retroce'ssion (-shn), n., retrocess'ive, 
a. In vbl senses (retrocede1- 2). [f. LL 
relrocessio (retrocede1, -ion)] 

ret'rochoir (-kwfr), n. Part of cathedral 
or large church behiud high altar, [f. 
med. L RETRO(c7iorws choir)] 

retroflec'ted, ret'roflex, -flexed (-kst), 
aa. (anat., path., bot., etc.). Turned back¬ 
wards. So retrofle'xiON (-kshn) n. [f. 
L RETRO(/?ec(ere flex- bend)] 

retrograda'tion, n. (Astron.) apparent 
backward motion of planet in zodiac, 
motion of heavenly body from E. to W., 
backward movement of lunar nodes on 
ecliptic; = (the now usu.) retrogression. 

[f. LL RETRO(firrada(io f. LL -gradare 
walk), -ation ] 

ret'rograde, a., n., & v.i. 1. (Astron.) in 
or showing retrogradation ; directed 
backwards (~ motion), retreating; revert¬ 
ing esp. to inferior state, declining; 
inverse, reversed, (in ~ order; ~ imitation 
in music, with notes of passage repeated 
backwards); hence~ly2 adv. 2. n. (rare). 
Degenerate person; backward tendency. 
3. v.i. (Astron.) show retrogradation; 

move backwards, recede, retire, decline, 
revert, [a. (& n.) f. L RETROgradws (gradus 
step); vb f. L retrogradi or LL -gradare 
(prec.)] 

retrogress', v.i. Go back, move back¬ 
wards, deteriorate. Hence ~ive a., 
~ivei,Y2 adv. [f. L Kv.nio(gradi gross- 
walk)] 



retrogression 

retrogression (-slm), n. (Astron.) retro- 
gradation; backward or reversed move¬ 
ment ; return to less advanced state, 
reversal of development, decline, de¬ 
terioration. [as prec.,-ion] 

ret'roject, v.t. Cast back (chiefly as opp. 
;project in lit. senses), [retro-, & as pro¬ 
ject1] 

retropul'sion (-shn), n. (path.). Shifting 
of external disease to internal part. 
[retro-, L pellere puls- drive, -ION ] 

ret'ro-rock'et, n. Auxiliary rocket for 
slowing down space vehicle etc. when 
re-entering earth’s atmosphere, [retro-, 
ROCKET2] 

retrdrse', a. (nat. hist.). Turned back, re¬ 
verted. Hence ~ly2 (-si-) adv. [f. L re- 
trorsus = RETRO(t)ersMS p.p. of verlere turn)] 

ret'rospect, n. Regard (to be) had lo pre¬ 
cedent or authority or previous condi¬ 
tions; (rare) retrospective force, retro¬ 
action ; backward view (rare); survey of 
past time or events (is pleasant in the ~, 
when looked back on; a short ~ is now 
necessary), [f. L RETRO(spicere sped- = 
speccre look) after prospect n.] 

retrospection, n. Action of looking back 
esp. into the past, indulgence or engage¬ 
ment in retrospect, [as prec., -ion] 

retrospective, a. Of, in, proceeding by, 
retrospection; (of statutes etc.) not re¬ 
stricted to the future, licensing or punish¬ 
ing etc. past actions, having application 
to the past, retroactive; (of view) lying to 
the rear. Hence ~ly2 adv. [as prec.,-ive] 

rctroiissk (retroos'a), a. Turned up (of 
nose). [F] 

ret'rovdrt, v.t. Turn backwards (esp. 
path, in p.p., of womb). So retrov€r'siON 
(-shn) n. [f. LL KETRO(i;erfere vers- turn)] 

retry etc. See re- 8. 
rett'ery, n. Flax-retting place, [ret, 
-ery] 

returf. See re- 8. 
return'1, v.i. & t. 1. Come or go back (gone 
never to ~; ~ home, the way one came; p.p. 
occas. as in -ed1(2), as a ~ed emigrant, 
they are or usu. have ~ed). 2. Revert 
(shall ~ to the subject; unto dust shall thou 
~; ~ to one’s old habits; property ~s to 
original owner). 3. Bring, convey, give, 
yield, put, send, or pay, back or in return 
or requital (fish must be ~ed to the water; ~ 
borrowed book or sum; investments ~ a 
profit', ~ sword to scabbard, or ~ swords 
(mil.); ~ ball, strike etc. it back in tennis 
etc.; ~ like for like, the compliment, a 
blow, an answer-, ~ thanks, express them 
esp. in grace at meals or in response to 
toast; ~ person’s love, greeting, etc., reci¬ 
procate it; empties, packing-cases 
etc. sent back; ~ clubs etc. or partner’s 
lead at cards, lead from same suit). 4. Say 
in reply, retort. 5. State, mention, or 
describe, officially esp. in answer to writ 
or formal demand (liabilities were ~ed at 

For pronunciation & hyphening of 

reveal 

£5000; were all ~ed guilty, unfit for work; 
I! ~ing officer, official conducting election 
& announcing name of person elected); 
(of constituency) elect as M.P. Hence 
~ABEEa. [ME, f. OF re(torncr turn), re- 9] 

return'2, n. 1. Coming back (his~ was the 
signal for r iots; ~ of post2 ; || ~ ticket or~, 
ticket for there-&-back journey, as took 
a first-class ~ to Leeds', ~ passenger, 
voyage, cargo, etc.; many happy ~s of the 
day or ~s, birthday or festival greeting; 
have had a, no, ~ of the symptoms). 
2. (archit.). Part receding from line of 
front, e.g. side of house or of window- 
-opening (~ angle, side, wall, etc.); ter¬ 
mination of dripstone. 3. (Coming in of) 
proceeds or profit of undertaking (often 
pi.; the ~s were large; brings an adequate 
~; small profits & quick ~s, motto of 
cheap shop etc. relying on large trade). 
4. Giving, sending, putting, or paying, 
back, or thing so given etc., II esp. 
sheriff’s report on writ, (returning officer’s 
announcement of) candidate’s election as 
M.P., or formal report with statistics etc. 
compiled by order (sheriff made a~ o/nulla 
bona; secured his ~ for Colchester; table 
littered with ~s <£■ pamphlets; must ask for 
the ~ of the book or loan; received a ticket 
in ~ for his fare, neglect in ~ for attention; 
fencer’s ~, i.e. riposte, is slow; fielder has 
a good ~ in cricket, sends ball in fast & 
straight; ~ match or game, or ~, between 
same sides as before). 5. pi. II Kind of 
mild pipe-tobacco (orig. sense refuse of 
tobacco). Hence ~less a. [ME, f. AF 
(prec.)] 

retuse', a. (bot., entom.). With broad end 
& central depression (of leaf or similar 
part), [f. L re(tundere tus- beat), RE- 9] 

reun'ion (-nyon), n. 1. Reuniting or being 
reunited, reunited state. 2. Social gather¬ 
ing, esp. of intimates or persons with 
common interest, [re- 8, union; cf. F 
reunion] 

reun'ionist, -ism, (-nyon-), nn. Seeker, 
seeking, of reunion between R.-C. & 
Anglican Churches. [-1ST, -ism] 

reunite, see re- 9; reurge, revaccinate 
etc., re- 8. 

rev, n., & v.i. & t. (colloq.; -vv-). 1. 
= revolution (of engine). 2. vb. Revolve 
(udth up, to increase in speed of revolu¬ 
tion); (often with up) cause (engine) to 
run quickly (esp. when first starting), 
[abbr. ] 

revalen'ta, n. Food prepared from lentil 
& barley flour, [orig. erv- (L ervum lens 
LENTIL)] 

revaloriza'tion, -is- (-iz-), n. Restoration 
of the value of a country’s currency, [re- 

9 + VALORIZATION] 

revalue etc. See re- 8. 
reveal' \ v.t. 1. (Esp. of God) make known 
by inspiration or supernatural means 
(~ed religion, opp. natural). 2. Disclose, 

8, 9. 
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divulge, betray; display, show, let appear 
(~ itself, come to sight or knowledge). 
Hence ~able a. [ME, f. OF reveler or L 
re(velare f. velum veil), re- 7] 

reveal'2, n. Internal side surface of open¬ 
ing or recess, esp. of doorway or window- 
-aperture. [f. obs. vb revale lower f. OF 
re(valer f. avaler vail1), re- 4] 

revei'lle (-veil, -valT), n. Military waking- 
-signal sounded in morning on bugle or 
drums etc. [f. F reveillez imperat. pi. of ri- 
veiller (re-, veiller f. L vigilare watch)] 

rev'e!, v.i. & t. (-11-), & n. 1. Make merry, 
be riotously festive, feast, carouse, whence 
"-IeR 1 n.; take keen delight in; throw 
away (money, time) in ~ry. 2. n. ~ling, 
(occasion of indulgence in) merry-making, 
(often pi., as the ~s began; ~ rovt, party 
of ~lers, f. obs. —rcmt ~ry); hence ~ry(4, 

5) n. [ME, f. OF reveller) riot f. L rebel2- 

lare ] 
revela'tion, n. Disclosing of knowledge, 
knowledge disclosed, to man by divine or 
supernatural agency (the R~, also pop. 
R~s or the R~s, abbr. Rev., last book of 
N.T., Apocalypse), whence ~al (-shon-) 
a,.: striking disclosure (it was a ~ to me; 
what a ~/); revealing of some fact. [ME, 
f. OF> or LL revelatio (reveal1 -ation)] 

revelat'ionist (-shon ), n. The R~, author 
of Apocalypse; believer in divine revela¬ 
tion. [-1ST] 

rcvenant (rev'enahn), n. One returned 
from the dead or from exile etc. [F] 

revendica'tion, n. (diplom.). Formal 
claiming back, or recovery by such claim, 
of lost territory etc. [F (RE-, vindica¬ 

tion)] 

revenge'1 (-j), v.t. & i. Satisfy oneself, 
(pass.) be satisfied, with retaliation (for 
offence, on, upon, of, offender); retaliate, 
requite, exact retribution for, (offence to 
oneself or another; on, upon, offender); 
avenge (person); take vengeance. [ME, f. 
OF re(venger f. L vindicare vindicate), 

re- 1] 

revenge'2 (-j), n. 1. Revenging, act done 
in revenging; desire to revenge, vindic¬ 
tive feeling, whence ~ful (-jf-) a., ~ful- 
ly2 adv., ~fulNESS n. 2. (In games) op¬ 
portunity given for reversing former 
result by return game (give one his ~). 
[f. prec. or obs. F revenge (as prec.)] 

rev'enue, n. 1. Income, esp. of large 
amount, from any source (pi. collective 
items of it, usu. w. possess, as his ~s). 
2. State’s annual income from which 
public expenses are met (inland ~; ~ 
tax, imposed to raise ~, not to affect 
trade, opp. protective; ~ cutter, officer, 
etc., employed to prevent smuggling); 
department of civil service collecting it. 
[ME, f. OF, p.p. of revenir f. L re(venire 
come) return, re- 9] 

rev€i"b'er|ate, v.t. & i. 1. Return, beat 
back, echo, reflect, (t. & i. of sound, light, 
heat; mating furnace or kiln, constructed 
to ~ate heat on substance dealt with, 

reverse 

whence ~atORY a. & n.). 2. (rare). (Of 
emotion etc.) react upon; (of ball etc.) 
rebound. So ~a'tion n., ~ative, ~ant 
(poet.), aa. [f. L RE- 9(verberare lash), 
-ATE3] 

rev€rb'erator, n. Reflector, reflecting 
lamp, [-or] 

revere', v.t. Regard as sacred or exalted, 
hold in deep & usu. affectionate or reli¬ 
gious respect, venerate, [f. F revcrer or L 
'KE(vereri fear) ] 

rev'erence, n., & v.t. 1. Revering (see 
prec.; hold in, regard with, ~; feel ~ for, 
pay ~ to); capacity for it (the rising 
generation lacks ~); (arch.) gesture show¬ 
ing it, bow, curtsy, obeisance; so rever- 
en'tiAL (-shl) a., reveren'tialLY2 adv. 
2. Being revered (saving your ~, arch., 
apology for use of coarse term; your, his, 
~, arch, or vulg. or joe., titles used to, of, 
clergyman). 3. v.t. Regard with ~, 
venerate. [ME f. OF, or L reverentia 
(prec., -ence)] 

rev'erend, a. & n. 1. Deserving reverence, 
revered, (esp. as title, abbr. Rev., or other¬ 
wise, of clergyman; Very R~, of dean; 
Right R~, of bishop; Most R~, of arch¬ 
bishop ; the Right R~ John Smith or the 
Right /i’~ the bishop of—; Rev. or the Rev. 
John or J. Smith, or the Rev. Mr Smith; 
the ~ gentleman, the clergyman in ques¬ 
tion; as n., usu. pi., = clergyman etc., as 

<t- right ~s, clergy & bishops). 2. Of 
the clergy (~ utterances etc.). 3. (arch.). 
= foil. [ME, f. OF or L reverendus 
(revere, -nd j) ] 

rev'erent, a. Feeling or shoving rever¬ 
ence. IIence~LY2 adv. [.ME, f. I,reverens 
(REVERE, -ENT)] 

rev'erie, n. (Fit of) musing, day-dream- 
(ing), (was lost in ~ or a ~); (arch.) 
fantastic notion or theory, delusion; 
(mus.) dreamy instrumental piece. [ME, 
f. OF, f. rever to revel (rood, river dream), 
of obsc. orig.: see -ery & cf. rave2] 

revers (revar'), n. (pi. the same). Turned- 
-back edge of coat, bodice, etc., displaying 
lining. [F) 

reverse'1, a. Opposite or contrary (to, or 
abs.) in character or order, inverted, back 
or backward, upside down, (in the ~ di¬ 
rection to the time before; the ~ side etc. 
of a coin, picture, etc.; ~ fire, battery, 
etc., playing on enemy’s rear or into 
works from rear; ~ flank, opposite to 
pivot end in wheeling). Hence ~ly2 (-sll) 
adv. [ME, f. OF revers or L reversus p.p. 
of re(vertere vers- turn), re- 9] 

revers|e'2, v.t. & i. 1. Turn (trans.) the 
other way round or tip or inside-out, 
invert, transpose, convert to opposite 
character or effect, (~e arms, hold rifles 
butt upwards: ~e motion, policy, order, 
etc.; ~e engine, make it work back¬ 
wards; ~ the charge, make recipient of 
telephone call responsible for payment. 
2. Revoke, annul, (decree, attainder, 
etc.). 3. (Dane., esp. in waltz) begin to 



reverse 1068 

revolve in opposite direction. Hence 
~'al(2) n., ~'ible a., ~IBIL'ITY n. [ME, f. 
OF rcverser f. LL re(versare frequent, of 

vertere turn)] 

revise'3, n. 1. The contrary (of, or abs.; 
with others the ~ of this or the ~ happens; 
in ~ in motoring, with car moving back¬ 
wards; often w. adj. as periphr. for 
its opposite, as made remarks the ~ of 
complimentary). 2. (Device on) sub¬ 
ordinate side of coin etc. (opp. obverse) ; 
= verso. 3. = reverse1 side (take in ~, 
subject to reverse1 fire). 4. Piece of 
misfortune, disaster, esp. defeat in battle 
(the ~s of fortune; suffered a ~). [ME, f. 
OF (-rs, -rse) as reverse1] 

revgb'si, n. Game on draught-board with 

counters coloured differently above & 

below. [F] 
revdr'sion (-shn), n. 1. (Return to 
grantor or his heirs or passing to ultimate 
grantee or^ER1 (-sho-) n. of, also right of 
ultimate succession to) estate granted till 
specified date or event, esp. death of 
original grantee (m~, on such conditions). 
2. Sum payable on person’s death esp. by 
way of life-insurance. 3. Thing to which 
one has a right or expects to succeed 
when relinquished by another. 4. Return 
to a previous state, habit, etc., esp. (biol.) 
to ancestral type. Hence ~al, ~ary1, 

aa.,~alLY2 adv., (-sho-). [ME,f. OF, or L 
reversio (as reverse1, -ion)] 

revert', v.i. & t., & n. 1. Go back (rare). 
2. (Of property, office, etc.) fall in by 

reversion, whence ~er4 n. (legal). 
3. Return to former state etc. (cf. prec.; 
n. after convert, pervert, person who 
readopts his original faith); (abs.) fall 
back into wild state. 4. Recur to subject 
in talk or thought. 5. Turn (eyes, rarely 
steps) back. [ME, f. OF revertir or L as 
prec. ] 

rev€rt'ible, a. (Of property) subject to 

reversion. [ME, f. med. L revertibilis 
(prec., -ible)] 

revet', v.t. (-tt-). Face (rampart, wall, 
etc.) with masonry etc. esp. in fortifica¬ 
tion. [f. F revetir f. LL re(vestire clothe f. 
vestis), re- 8 ] 

revet'ment, n. Retaining-wall or facing 
(as prec.). [f. F revetement (prec., -ment)] 

revictual.. See re- 8. 

review'1 (-vu), n. 1. Revision (esp. legal; 
is not subject to ~; court of ~, before 
which sentences etc. come for revision). 
2. Display & formal inspection of troops, 
fleet, etc. (~ order, dress & arrangement 
usu. at ~s, & transf., full fig; pass in 
fig. t. & i., examine or be examined). 
3. Retrospect, survey of the past. 4. 
Critique of book etc.; periodical publica¬ 
tion with articles on current events, new 
books, art, etc. 5. Second view. [16th c. 
f. F reveue (now -vue) f. revoir (re- 9, view) ] 

review'2 (-vu), v.t. & i. 1. View again. 

revolt 

2. Subject to esp. legal revision. 3. Sur¬ 
vey, glance over, look back on. 4. Hold 
review of (troops etc.). 5. Write review of 
(book etc.), write reviews, whence ~er1 

(-vuer) n. Hence ~able a., ~al(2) n., 
(-vua-). [f. RE- 9+view, after F revoir] 

revil]e', v.t. & i. Call by ill names, abuse, 
rail at; talk abusively, rail. Hence ~'er 1, 

~'ino1(1), nn., ~'ingLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF 
reviler (re- 6, vile)] 

revisle' (-z), v.t., & n. 1. Read or look 
over or re-examine or reconsider & amend 
faults in (literary matter, printers’ proofs, 
law, constitution, etc.; Il'-e.d Version, 
abbr. R.V., revision made 1870-84 of 
Authorized or 1611 Version of Bible); 
hence or cogn. ~'able, '—'ory, (-z-), aa., 
~'al(2) (-z-), revi'siON (-zhn), nn., revit 
sionAL (-zho-) a., ~'er1 (-z-) n. (esp. in pi. 
of authors of R.V.). 2. n. Revision, ~ing, 
(rare); ~ed form (rare); (print.) proof - 
-sheet embodying corrections made in 
earlier proof, [f. F reviser look at, or f. L 
revisere (vidcre vis- see), re- 8] 

revisit, see re- 8; revitalize, re- 9. 
reviv'al, n. 1. Bringing or coming back 
into vogue (~ of learning, letters, etc., at 
Renaissance; ~ of architecture, 19th-c. 
reversion to Gothic; ~ of book, play, word, 
custom, etc.). 2. (Special effort with 
meetings etc. to promote) reawakening of 
religious fervour, whence ~ism(3), ~ist(2), 

nn. 3. Restoration to bodily or mental 
vigour or to life or consciousness, [foil., 
-al(2) ] 

revivle', v.i. & t. Come or bring back to 
consciousness, life, existence, vigour, no¬ 
tice, activity, validity, or vogue; (chem.) 
restore (metal, esp. mercury) to natural 
form. Hence ~'able a. [ME, f. OF 
revivre or LL re(vivere live), re- 8] 

reviv'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.; (si.) 
stimulating drink; preparation for restor¬ 
ing faded colour etc. [-er1] 

reviv'ijfy, v.t. Restore to animation, ac¬ 
tivity, vigour, or life; (chem.) = revive. 

Hence ~fica'tion n. [f. F revivifier or LL 
re(vivificare vivify), re- 8] 

revivis'cence, n., revivis'cent, a. Re¬ 
turning to life or vigour, [f. LL revivis- 
centia f. re(viviscere incept, of vivere live), 
RE- 8, -ENCE, -ENT] 

II reviv'or, n. (law). Proceeding for 
revival of suit after death of party etc. 
[revive, -or] 

revoke', v.t. & i., & n. 1. Repeal, annul, 
withdraw, rescind, cancel, (decree, con¬ 
sent, promise, permission; also rarely 
abs., withdraw promise etc.), so rev'oe- 
able, rev'ocatORY, aa., revocA'TiON n.; 
(cards) make ~. 2. n. Card-player’s 
failure to follow suit though he could; 
(rare) revocation (beyond ~). [ME, f. OF 
revoquer or L re(vocare call), re- 9] 

revolt', v.i. & t., & n. 1. Cast oil allegiance, 
make rising or rebellion, fall away from 

in re- not given see RE- 8, 9. For pronunciation & hyphening of re- see re- ; for words 
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or rise against ruler, go over to rival 
power, (n., act of ~ing or state of having 
~ed, rising, insurrection; so in ~; p.p. as 
-ed1(2), as his ~ed subjects). 2. Feel 
revulsion or disgust at, rise in repugnance 
against, turn in loathing from, (common 
sense, nature, one’s heart, ~s at or against 
or from it; n., sense of loathing, rebellious 
or protesting mood). 3. Affect with strong 
disgust, nauseate, whence ~ing2 a., 
~ingLY2 adv. [f. F revolte(r) f. Rom. 
*revolvitare intensive of revolvere revolve ; 

RE- 2] 

rev'olute1 (-dot, -ut), a. (hot. etc.). With 
back-rolled edge. [f. L REVOLVEre] 

revolute'2 (-dot), v.i. (si.). Kngage in 
political revolution, [back formation f. 
foil.] 

revolution (-loo-, -lu-), n. 1. Revolving, 
motion in orbit or circular course or 
round axis or centre, rotation, single com¬ 
pletion of orbit or rotation, time it takes, 
cyclic recurrence. 2. Complete change, 
turning upside down, great reversal of 
conditions (industrial ~), fundamental 
reconstruction, esp. forcible substitution 
by subjects of new ruler or polity for the 
old (the R~, expulsion of James II 1688; 
French R~, overthrow of monarchy 1789 

etc.; American 7f~, overthrow of British 
rule 1775 etc.), whence ~ize(1, 3) v.t., 
~ism(3), ~ist(2), nn., (-bosho-, -u-). [ME 
f. OF, or LL revolutio as revolve, -ion] 

revolutionary (-bosho-, -u-), a. & n. 
(Instigator) of revolution; involving 
great & usu. violent changes; (rare) of 
rotation or revolving, [-ary1] 

revolve', v.t. & i. Turn (t. & i.) round or 
round & round, rotate, go in circular 
orbit, roll (intr.) along, (~ problem, fact, 
in the mind etc. or abs., ponder over it; 
mechanism for revolving the turntable-. 
Earth ~s both round or about sun <£- on 
its axis; seasons, years, ~). [ME, f. L 
rc(volvere volut- roll), re- 6] 

revol'ver, n. Pistol with revolving cham¬ 
bers enabling user to fire several shots 
without reloading (policy of the big ~, of 
threatening foreign States with retalia¬ 
tory tariff). [-ER1] 

revue', n. Loosely constructed play or 
series of scenes or spectacles presenting or 
satirizing current events. [F] 

revul'sion ( shn), n. 1. Counter-irritation, 
treatment of one disordered organ etc. by 
acting upon another. 2. (rare). Drawing 
or being drawn away (the ~ of capital 
from other trades). 3. Sudden violent 
change of feeling, sudden reaction in 
taste, fortune, trade, etc. [F, or f. L 
revulsio (vellere vuls- pull), re- 9] 

revul'sive, a. & n. (chiefly med.). 1. Of, 
producing, revulsion. 2. n. Counter- 
-irritant application, [prec., -ive] 

reward' (-woi'd), n., & v.t. 1. Return or 
recompense for service or merit, requital 

for good or evil, retribution; sum offered 
for detection of criminal, restoration of 
lost property, etc.; hence ~less a. 2. v.t. 
Repay, requite, recompense, (service or 
doer of it, offender, offence). Hence 
~inq3 a., (of task, book, etc.) well worth 
doing, reading, etc. [ME, f. ONF re- 
ward(er) = OI<’ regard ‘(er)] 

rewin, see re- 9; reword, rewrite, re- 8. 

It&r, n. (abbr. R.). Reigning king (in use 
as REGINA). [L] 

Rey'nard (r<3n-, ran-), n. (Proper name 
for) the fox; a fox. [ME, f. OP’ Renart 
name of fox in the Roman deRenart] 

rhab'domancy, n. Use of divining-rod, 
esp. for discovering subterranean water 
or ore. [f. Gk rhabdomanteia (rhabdos rod, 
-MANCY) ] 

Rhadaman'thlus, n. Stern & incorrup¬ 
tible judge. Hence ~ine2 a. [name of 
judge in Gk Hades] 

Rhae'tian (reshn), a. & n. ~ Alps, part 
of Alps about the Engadine; = rhaeto- 

-romanic a. & n. [L Rhaetia, -ian] 

Rhaet'ic, a. & n. (Of) the set of strata 
intermediate between Lias & Trias 
prevailing in Rhaetian Alps. [f. L 
Rhaeticus (prec., -ic)] 

Rhaeto-Roman'ic, -ance', aa. & nn. (Of, 
in) any of the Romance dialects of SE. 
Switzerland & Tyrol, esp. Romansh & 
Ladin. [L Rhaetus Rhaetian, -0-] 

rhap'sode, n. Ancient-Greek minstrel or 
reciter of epic poems, [f. Gk rhapsd(i)dos 
(rhapto stitch, ode)] 

rhap'sodlize, -|ise (-iz). v.t. & i. Recite 
(t. & i.) as rhapsode; talk or write rhap¬ 
sodies (usu. about, on, etc.). So ~ist(1) n. 

[foil., -ize] 

rhap'sody, n. 1. (Gk ant.) epic poem, or 
part of it, of length for one recitation. 
2. Enthusiastic extravagant high-flown 
utterance or composition, emotional 
irregular piece of music, whence rhap- 
sod'lCALa., rhapsod'icalLY2adv. Hence 
rhapsod'ic a. [f. L rhapsodia f. Gk 
rhapsoidia (rhapsode, -ia1)] 

rhat'any, n. (Extract, used medicinally 
& in adulterating port, of root of) S.- 
-Amer. shrub, [f. Port, ratanhia f. native 
rataha] 

rhe'a (reo), n. S.-Amer. three-toed ostrich. 
[name of Gk goddess] 

Rhem'ish, a. Of Rheims (~ Bible, Testa¬ 
ment, version, translation, N.T. translated 
by Roman Catholics of English College at 
Rheims 1582). [obs. E Rhemes, -ish] 

Rhen'ish, a. & n. (arch.). 1. Of the Rhine 
& districts on its banks (now usu. Rhine 
attrib.). 2. n. ~ wine (now usu. Rhine 
wine or hock). [14th c. rynis, -isch, etc., 
f. MDu. rijnisch, G rheinisch, w. assim. to 
L Rhenus Rhine] 

rhen'ium, n. Rare metallic element of 
manganese group, discovered in 1925. [f. 
L Rhenus Rhine, -ium] 

In words beginning with rh- h is mute. 
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rheo-, reo-, comb, form in chiefly electr. 
terms of Gk rheos stream, = current-, as 
rhe<Sl'ogy, study of flow & deformation of 
matter; rhe'ostat, apparatus for control¬ 
ling supply of current, esp. to electric 
motors when starting up, by introducing 
variable resistance. 

rhes'us, n. Small catarrhine monkey 
common in N. India; R~ factor (abbr. 
Rh-factor), substance occurring in red 
blood cells of most persons and some 
animals (as in the ~ monkey, in which it 
was first observed). Subjects in which 
this substance is present, absent, are said 
to be Rh-positive, Rh-negalive. [arbitr. 
use of Gk Rhesus, mythical king of Thrace ] 

rhet'or, n. Ancient Greek or Roman 
teacher or professor of rhetoric; (mere) 
orator (rare). [ME, f. L f. Gk rhetor] 

rhet'oric, n. (Treatise on) the art of per¬ 
suasive or impressive speaking or writing; 
language designed to persuade or impress 
(often w. implication of insincerity, ex¬ 
aggeration, etc.); persuasiveness of or of 
looks or acts. [ME, f. OF rethorique or L 
f. Gk rhetorike (tekhne art) of rhetor, -ic ] 

rheto'rical, a. Expressed with a view to 
persuasive or impressive eflect, artificial 
or extravagant in language, of the nature 
of rhetoric, (~ question, asked not for in¬ 
formation but to produce effect, as who 
cares? for nobody cares)-, of the art of 
rhetoric; given to rhetoric, oratorical. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. L f. Gk rheto- 
rikos (RHETOR, -IC)+-AL] 

rhetori'cian (-shn), n. = rhetor ; rhetori¬ 
cal speaker or writer. [ME, f. OF 
rcthoricien (rhetoric, -ician)] 

|| rheum (room), n. (arch.). Watery se¬ 
cretion or discharge of mucous membrane 
etc. such as tears, saliva, or mucus; 
catarrh; (pi.) rheumatic pains. [ME, f. 
OF reumc f. LL f. Gk rheuma -atos stream 
(rheo flow)] 

rheumat'lic (-00-), a. & n. 1. Of, suffering 
from, subject to, producing, or produced 
by, rheumatism (~ic fever, non-infectious 
fever with inflammation & pain in joints; 
~ic walk etc., impeded by ~ic stiffness); 
hence ~ically adv., ~ickY2 a. (colloq.), 
rheu'mato- comb, form, rheu'matoiD 
a., (-00-). 2. n. ~ic patient; (pi., colloq.) 
rheumatism. [ME, f. OF reumatique or L 
f. Gk rheumatikos (prec., -ic)] 

rheu'matism (-do-), (vulg.) -tiz, n. 
Disease marked by inflammation & pain 
in joints (acute ~, rheumatic fever), [f. 
L f. Gk rheumalismos (rheumatizo f. 
KHEUMO, -IZE, -ISM)] 

II rheu'my (-oo-), a. (arch.). Consisting of, 
flowing with, rheum; (of air) damp, raw. 
[-Y2] 

rhin'al, a. (anat. etc.). Of nostril or nose. 
[f. Gk rhis rhinos + -al] 

II rhine1 (ren), n. (SW. dial.). Large open 
ditch, [app. repr. OE ryne stream] 

Rhine2, n. German river (~ wine, kinds 
esp. of white wine from ~ vineyards, cf. 
rhenish; stone, kind of rock-crystal, 
also paste gem imitating diamond). 

rhin'o1, n. (si.). Money (often ready ~). 
rhin'o2, n. (si.; pi. ~s). (Short for) rhino¬ 
ceros. 

rhin|o-, comb, form of Gk rhis rhinos 
nostril, nose, as ~opharyn'geal, of nose 

& pharynx; ~oplas'tic, rhin’oplasty, (of) 

plastic surgery of the nose; mm'oSCOPE, 

~oscdp'ic, ^ds'copY1. 
rhino'ceros, n. Large pachydermatous 
African & S.-Asian quadruped with horn 
or two horns on nose & thick folded & 
plated skin. So rhlnocerot'ic a. [ME, f. 
L f. Gk RHiNO(A-ero.s f. keras horn)] 

rhiz'o-, comb, form of Gk rhiza root 
chiefly in bot. terms as ~carp, plant with 
perennial root but perishing stems. 

rhiz'Sme, n. Prostrate rootlike stem 
emitting roots, rootstock, [f. Gk rhizoma 
(rhizoomai take root, as prec.)] 

rho, n. Greek letter (P, £>) = r. [Gk ] 
Rhode Isl'and (il-) Red, n. American 
breed of reddish-black domestic fowl. [f. 
Rhode Island, State of U.S.] 

Rhodes schol'ar (rodz sk-), n. Holder of 
any of a number of scholarships awarded 
annually & tenable at Oxford by candi¬ 
dates from certain Commonwealth coun¬ 
tries, Soutli Africa, and the United States. 
[Cecil Rhodes, founder] 

RhSd'ian, a. & n. (Native) of Rhodes. [L 
Rhodius f. L f. Gk Rhodos Rhodes + -an ] 

rhSd'ium1, n. (Also ~-irood) scented 
wood of Canary convolvulus, (oil of ~, 
oil got from it), [mod. L, neut. adj. (sc. 
lignum wood) = roselike f. Gk rhodon 
rose] 

rhod'lium2, n. Hard white metal of plati¬ 
num group (~ium pen, steel pen tipped 
with it). Hence ~ic, ~ous, aa. (chem.). 
[Gk rhodon rose, -ium, from colour of solu¬ 
tion of its salts] 

rhodo-, comb, form of Gk rhodon rose, 
found chiefly in names of mineral and 
chem. substances, as ~chr6'site (-kr-), 
carbonate of manganese occurring in rose- 
-red crystals. 

rhddoden'dron, n. Kinds of large- 
-flowered evergreen shrubs akin to azalea. 
[L f. Gk (prec., dendron tree)] 

rhomb (-b usu. mute exc. before vowel), 
n. Oblique equilateral parallelogram, 
as ace of diamonds on playing-card, 
object or part with such outline; (cryst.) 
rhombohedron. Hence rhom'bic a., 
rhom'bo- comb. form. [f. F rhombe, or 
L f. Gk rhombos ] 

rhombohfid'rlon, n. (chiefly cryst.; pi. 
~a, ~ons). (Crystal in shape of) solid 
bounded by six equal rhombs. Hence 
'--AL a. [rhombo- (prec.), Gk hedra base] 

rhom'boid, a. & n. 1. Of or near the 
shape of a rhomb (~ muscle, connecting 

In words beginning with rh- h is mute. 
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scapula with vertebrae). 2. n. Quadri¬ 
lateral of which only opposite sides & 
angles are equal; ~ muscle, [f. F rhom- 
boide or LL f. Gk rhomboeides (khomb, 
-op)] 

rhomboid'al, a. Having shape of a rhom¬ 
boid (prec., n.); = prec. (adj.). Hence 
~LY2adv. [prec.,-al] 

rhom'bus, n. (pi. -buses, -bi). 1. = rhomb. 
2. Kinds of flat-fish including turbot & 
brill. [L (rhomb)] 

rhot'acism, n., rhot'acize (or -ise, pr. 
-iz), v.i. (Speak with) excessive or peculiar 
pronunciation of r; conversion of, con¬ 
vert, other sounds into r. [f. Gk rhotakizo 
(RHO, -IZE, -ISM)] 

rhu'barb (roo-), n. 1. (Purgative made 
from) root of Chinese & Tibetan plant 
(usu. Chinese, East Indian, Russia, or 
Turkey ~, from channels of importation). 
2. (Fleshy leaf-stalks of) kinds of garden 
plant, cooked in spring as substitute for 
fruit (occas. English, French, common, or 
garden~). 3. attrib. (Of colour) yellowish- 
-brown like Chinese ~. Hence ~y- a. 
[ME, f. OF rubarbe f. med. L rhabarbarum 
foreign ‘rha’ or rhubarb (rha Gk, perh. f. 
Rha the Volga, barbarous), w. assim. to 
L f. Gk rheon rhubarb] 

rhumb (-m), n. (naut.). (Also —line) line 
cutting all meridians at same angle, line 
followed by ship sailing on one course; 
angular distance between two successive 
points of compass, 11° 15'. [f. F rumb or 
Sp. rumbo f. L rhombus] 

rhyme1, rime, n. 1. Identity of sound 
between words or verse-lines extending 
from the end to the last fully accented 
vowel & not further (greet & deceit, 
shepherd & leopard, quality c& frivolity, 
stationary & probationary, is it dr visit, 
give ~s, but seat & deceit, station dr 
crustacean, visible & invisible, do not; 
single or male or mascidine, double or 
female or feminine, treble or triple, quad¬ 
ruple, ~, according to number of syllables 
included; imperfect ~, as in love & move, 
phase & race; without ~ or reason, quite 
unaccountable, -bly). 2. Verse marked 
by ~s (pi. or sing.), a poem with ~s, the 
employment of —, (should be written in ~; 
prefer blank verse to ~; am sending you 
some ~s; nursery ~; was reading an old 
~; ~ royal, stanzas of seven ten-syllable 
lines with ~s as ababbcc, as in Chaucer’s 
Clerkes Tale etc.). 3. Word providing a 
~ (to another; can’t find a ~ to teacups; 
English is badly off for double ~s). Hence 
'—'less (-ml-) a., ~'lessNESS n. [17th c. 
var. (w. assim. to rhythm) of ME f. OF 
rime f. L f. Gk rhulhmos rhythm] 

rhyme2, rime, v.i. & t. Write rhymes, ver¬ 
sify (intr.), whence rhym'ER1, rhyrne'- 
STER (-ms-), nn.; put or make (story etc.) 
into rhyme (~d verse, opp. blank verse); 
while (time) away in rhyming; (of words 
or lines) exhibit rhyme, (of word) supply 
or act as rhyme to or with, (of person) 

ribband 

treat (word) as rhyming with, select 
rhymes, (~s carelessly; ~s law with four; 
rhymma1-dictionary, of words arranged 
by terminations for versifiers’ use), 
whence rhym'iST(l) n. [17th c. var. of 
ME rime f. OF rimer (see prec.)] 

rhy'thm (-dhm, -thm), n. 1. Metrical 
movement determined by various rela¬ 
tions of long & short or accented & un¬ 
accented syllables, measured flow of 
words & phrases in verse or prose. 2. That 
feature of musical composition concerned 
with periodical accent & the duration of 
notes. 3. (art). Harmonious correlation 
of parts. 4. (Phys., physiol., & gen.) 
movement with regular succession of 
strong & weak elements. Hence or cogn. 
rhyth'mic(AL) aa., rhyth'micalLY2 adv., 
rhythm'iEss a., rhyth'misi(3) n., (-dh-, 
-th-). [f. ’ L f. Gk rhuthmos cf. rheo 
flow] 

ri'ant, a. Smiling, cheerful, (of face, eyes, 
etc., & esp. of landscape). [F (rire f. L 
ridere laugh, -ant)] 

rib, n., & v.t. (-bb-). 1. One of curved 
bones reaching from spine round upper 
part of body (true, sternal, ~, joined also 
to breastbone, opp. false, floating, short, 
~ ; poke one in the ~.s, to draw his atten¬ 
tion facetiously; smite under fifth ~, bibl., 
stab mortally; ~ or ~s of beef etc., as 
joint of meat; spare-~); (joc. w. ref. to 
Gen. ii. 21) wife, woman. 2. Ridge or long 
raised piece often of thicker material 
across thinner surface serving to support 
as part of framework or strengthen or 
adorn, e.g. vein of leaf, shaft of feather, 
spur of mountain, vein of ore, ridge 
between furrows, wave-mark on sand, 
raised line in knitting, one of ship’s 
curved timbers to which planks are nailed 
or corresponding ironwork, arch support¬ 
ing vault, groin, raised moulding on groin 
or across ceiling etc., wooden or iron 
beam helping to carry bridge, hinged rod 
of umbrella-frame. 3. grass, ~'wort, 
plantain1 with long narrow leaves. 
Hence (-)~bED2 (-bd), ~'less, aa. 4. v.t. 
Provide with ~s, act as ~s of, whence 
~b'lNG ‘(3,6) n.; mark with ridges; plough 
with ~s between furrows, half-plough, 
rafter; (si.) make fun of, tease. [OE 
rib(b), OHG rippi, ON rif, also OS ribba, 
OHG rippa, f. Gme *rebja-] 

rib'ald, n. & a. 1. Irreverent jester, user 
of scurrilous, blasphemous, or indecent 
language; so ~ry(4, 5) n. 2. adj. (Of 
language or its user) scurrilous, obscene, 
irreverent. [ME, earlier sense low-born re¬ 
tainer, f. OF ribaut, ribault, f. riber pursue 
licentious pleasures] 

rib'and n., rib'anded a. = RiBBON(ed). 
[ME, f. OF riban (now nt-)] 

ribb'and, n. Wale, strip, scantling, or 
light spar, of wood, used esp. in ship¬ 
building to hold ribs in position, launch¬ 
ing, & making of gun-platform or pon¬ 
toon-bridge. [f. rib, band1, or f. prec.] 
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ribb'on, n. 1. (Piece or length of) silk or 
satin or other fine material woven into 
narrow band esp. for adorning costume; 
~ of special colour etc. worn to indicate 
membership of knightly order, club, col¬ 
lege, athletic team, etc. (blue 1 ~; R— 
Society (hist.), Irish R.-C. secret society 
formed in early 19th c. & associated with 
agrarian crime, whence R~ISM n.). 2. 
Long narrow strip of anything, ~-like 
object or mark, (pi.) driving-reins, {hang 
in, torn to, —s, ragged strips; handle, lake, 
the —s, drive). 3. ~ building, — develop¬ 
ment, the building of houses along a main 
road, extending outwards from a town; 
—-fish, long slender flat kinds; — -grass, 
slender-leaved kind; —-man, member of 
R~ Society. Hence (-)~ed2 (-nd) a. [ME, 
va.r. of riband ] 

rib'es (-z), n. (bot.). Currant or goose¬ 
berry plant; (pop.) flowering currant, 
[med. L, = sorrel, f. Arab, ribas] 

Rib'ston pipp'in, n. Kind of dessert 
apple. [Ribston Park in Yorks.) 

Ricard'ian, a. & n. (Adherent) of the 
political economist Ricardo (d. 1823), ac¬ 
cording to his views, [-ian] 

rice, n. (Pearl-white seeds, used as staple 
food in many Eastern countries, & in 
Britain in puddings, cakes, etc., or as 
table-vegetable, of) chiefly oriental plant 
grown in marshes ; —-bird, Java sparrow, 
also bobolink; —-milk, boiled & thickened 
with ~; —-paper, kind made from pith of 
a Formosan plant & used by Chinese 
artists for painting on (named after ~ in 
error). [ME, f. OF ris f. It. riso f. Rom. 
*orizum f. L f. Gk oruza of Oriental orig.j 

rich, a. 1. (Of persons, societies. States, 
etc.) wealthy, having riches, (also as n. in 
the—, — & poor). 2. (Of countries, periods, 
soil, etc.) abounding in or in natural re¬ 
sources or some valuable possession or 
production, fertile. 3. Valuable (~ offer¬ 
ings, a — harvest). 4. (Of dress, furniture, 
buildings, banquets, etc.)splendid, costly, 
elaborate, (with lace, sculpture, etc.). 5. 
(Of food or diet) containing or involving 
large proportion of fat, oil, butter, eggs, 
spice, etc. 6. (Of colours, sounds, smells) 
mellow, deep, full, not thin. 7. Abundant, 
ample. 8. (Of incidents) highly amusing, 
full of entertainment or material for 
humour. 9. (Of mixture in internal- 
-combustion engines) highly combustible. 
10. ~-, richly {—-clad, -bound, -glittering, 
etc.). Hence ~'en 6 v.i. & t. (rare), ~'ness 

n. [OE rice, OS riki, OHG richi, ON 
rikr, Goth, reiks, f. an early Gmc adop¬ 
tion of Celt. *rix = L rex king] 

Rich'ard, pers. name. ~ Roe, fictitious 
character in law (cf. JOHN Doe) ;—’s himself 
again (f. interpolation in Cibber’s version 
of Shaks. ~ III), said by or of person re¬ 
covered from despondency, fear, illness, 
etc. 

rich'es (-Iz), n. (usu. as pi.). Abundant 
means, wealth, valuable possessions. 

being rich. [ME richesse f. OF {riche rich, 
-ess2), apprehended as pi.) 

rich'ly, adv. In adj. senses; also (chiefly 
with deserve) fully, thoroughly, (~ de¬ 
serves a thrashing, to succeed). [-LY2] 

rick1, n., & v.t. 1. Stack of hay, corn, 
peas, etc., esp. one regularly built & 
thatched; || —-barton, = ~-yard; —-cloth, 
canvas cover for unfinished ~; —-stand, 
short wooden or stone pillars bearing 
joists to raise ~ from ground; —-yard, 
enclosure for ~s. 2. v.t. Form into 
—(s). [OE hreac = MDu. rooc, ON 
hraukr, of unkn. orig.j 

rick2. See wrick. 

rick'ets, n. (as sing, or pi.; -et in comb, 
etc., as ricket-producing, rickety). Chil¬ 
dren’s disease with softening of bones, 
esp. of spine, & bow-legs etc., rachitis, 
[described as ‘The Rickets’ by D. Whist¬ 
ler (1645); assoc, w. Gk rachitis, adopted 
as its scientific name] 

rick'etly, a. 1. Suffering from, of (the 
nature of), rickets. 2. Feeble, shaky, 
tottering, weak-jointed, fragile, insecure, 
(of persons or things, esp. furniture). 
Hence ~Iness n. [-Y2] 

ricksha(w). See jinricksha. 

ric'ochet (-sha, -shfit), n., & v.i. & t. (-t- 
or -tt-, pr. -shad or -shetkl, -shaing or 
-shfitlng etc.). 1. Skipping on water or 
ground of projectile esp. shell or bullet, 
hit made after it, (often attrib., as ~ fire, 
shot). 2. vb. (Of projectile) skip once or 
more; (of gun, gunner, etc.) hit or aim at 
with ~ shot(s). [F, of imkn. orig. ] 

ric'tus, n. Expanse or gape of person’s 
or animal’s mouth, bird’s beak, or flower 
with two-lipped corolla. [L (ringi open 
the mouth)] 

rid, v.t. (past ridded, rid; p.p. rid, rarely 
ridded). Make (person, place) free, dis¬ 
encumber, of (usu. in p.p. with be or get; 
glad to be, must get, — of him); (arch.) 
abolish, clear away, get ~ of, (pest). 
Hence~d'ANCE n. (esp. a good —dance, as 
excl. of joy; person etc. is a good —dance, 
better away). [ME, earlier sense clear 
(land etc.); f. ON rythja] 

rid(d)'el, n . (eccl.). Altar-curtain. [ME, f. 
OF ridel (F rideau) curtain] 

ridden. See ride. 

rid'dle1, n., & v.i. & t. Question, state¬ 
ment, or description, designed or serving 
to test ingenuity of hearers in divining 
its answer or meaning or reference, conun¬ 
drum, enigma; puzzling or mysterious 
fact, thing, or person. 2. vb. Speak in, 
propound, (part.) expressed in, ~s, 
whence ridd'lingi.Y2 adv.; solve (~; 
often ~ me as challenge). [OE reedels{e) 
(= OS radisli, -lo, OHG radisle) f. 
rredan read + -els as in burial] 

rid'dle2, n., & v.t. 1. Coarse sieve for 
corn, gravel, cinders, etc.; plate with 
pins used in straightening wire. 2. v.t. 
Pass (corn etc.) through ~, sift, (fig.) test 
(evidence, truth); fill (ship, person) with 
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holes esp. of gunshot, (fig.) pelt with ques¬ 
tions, refute (person, theory) with facts. 
[OE hriddel, earlier hrid(d)er f. hrid- 
shake, cogn. w. OHG (Kyrltera sieve] 

ride, v.i. & t. (rode, arch, rid; ridden pr. 
rl'dn, arch, rid), & n. 1. Sit on & be carried 
by horse etc., go on horseback etc. or on 
bicycle etc. or in train or other public con¬ 
veyance (cf. drive1), sit or go or be on 
something as on horse esp. astride, sit on 
& manage horse, lie at anchor, float buoy¬ 
antly, (of sun etc.) seem to float, (of 
things normally level or even) project or 
overlap, (~ o-cock-horse, bodkin, rough- 
shod, 50 miles, full speed, a race; — to 
hounds, hunt; ~ for a fall, ~ or fig. act 
recklessly, court defeat; ~ 12 st. etc., 
weigh that in riding-trim; ~ over, in 
horse-racing as walk over; ~ one dowrt, 
overtake him by riding, also put one’s 
horse at him; ~ one off at polo, edge him 
away; ~ off on a side issue, use it to evade 
the main point; ~ <£• tie, of two or more 
travellers sharing horse, one riding ahead 
& then leaving it tied to await the other; 
riding on his father’s shoulders, back, knee, 
foot; ~s well, cannot learn to ~, riding- 
-lessons or -school; bird, ship, ~s on the 
wind, waves; ship rode at anchor; ~ out the 
storm lit. & fig., come safely through it; 
moon was riding high; bone ~s in fracture, 
one part overlaps other; rope ~s, has one 
turn crossing over another); traverse on 
horseback etc., ~ over or through, (~ the 
country, desert, etc.; ~ a ford, pass 
through it on horseback). 2. ~ on, sit 
heavily on, oppress, haunt, dominate, 
tyrannize over, (~ horse; ~ one’s horse at 
fence or enemy, urge it forward; ~ one’s 
horse, & fig. hobby or method or jest, to 
death, kill or overdo it; nightmare ~s 
sleeper; ~ the whirlwind, direct it; ship 
~s the waves; ridden by fears, prejudices, 
etc.; priest etc. -ridden). 3. Give ~ to, 
cause to ~, (~ child on one’s back; ~ one 
on rail, carry him astride on it as tor¬ 
ture). 4. (Of ground) be of specified 
character for riding on (~s well, soft, hard, 
etc.); hence rid'ABLE a. 5. n. Journey in 
public conveyance, spell of riding on 
horse, bicycle, person’s back, etc.; *take 
for a ~ (si.), drive (person) away in a 
motor-car prior to murdering him. 6. 
Road esp. through wood for riding on. 
7. (mil.). Batch of mounted recruits. [OE 
(OS) ridan, OHG Titan, ON ritha f. Gmc 
*ridan ] 

rid'el. See riddel. 
rid'er, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 

1. (naut.). (PI.) additional set of timbers 
or iron plates strengthening ship’s frame; 
(sing.) overlying rope or rope-turn. 2. 
(curl.). Stone that ousts another. 3. Addi¬ 
tional clause amending or supplement¬ 
ing document, esp. parliamentary bill at 
third reading; corollary, naturally arising 
supplement; expression of opinion, re¬ 
commendation etc., added to verdict. 

rifle 

4. (math.). Problem testing student’s 
mastory of principles on which its solu¬ 
tion depends. 5. Piece in machine etc. 
that surmounts or bridges or works over 
others. Hence~LESSa. [OE ridere (ride)] 

ridge, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Line of junction 
of two surfaces sloping upwards towards 
each other (the ~ of a roof, the nose, etc.); 
long narrow hill-top, mountain range, 
watershed; (agric.) one of a set of raised 
strips separated by furrows; (gard.) 
raised hotbed for melons etc.; any 
narrow elevation across surface; ~ -piece, 
beam along ~ of roof; ~-pole, horizontal 
pole of long tent, also = ~-p£ece; —tile, 
used for roof-~; ~-(ree, = ~-piece; 
~'way, road along ~; hence ridg'Y2 a. 
2. vb. Break up (land) into ~s; mark 
with ~s; plant (cucumbers etc.) in ~s; 
gather (t. & i. esp. of sea) into ~s. [OE 
hrycg, MDu. rugghe, MLG rugge, OHG 
hrucci, ON hryggr f. Gmc *hrugjaz] 

rid'icule, n., & v.t. 1. Ridiculous thing, 
ridiculousness, (arch.); holding or being 
hold up as laughing-stock, derision, 
mockery. 2. v.t. Make fun of, subject to 
~, laugh at. [F, or f. L ridicidum nout. of 
ridiculus laughable (ridere laugh) ] 

ridic'ulous, a. Deserving to be laughed 
at, absurd, unreasonable. Hence ~ly2 

adv., ~ness n. [as prec. +-ous, or f. L 
ridicvlosus] 

rid'ing1, n. In vbl senses; also, road for 
riders, esp. green track through or beside 
wood; -—breeches; ~-habit1; ~-lamp, 
-light (borne by ship at anchor), [-ing1] 

II rid'ing2, n. Administrative division 
(East, W., or N., R~) of Yorkshire; simi¬ 
lar division of other U.-K. or colonial 
county, [for thriding (f. ON thrithjungr 
third, -ing3) third part, with loss of 111- 
owing to preceding -t(h) of east etc. ] 

Ries'ling (ree-), u. A dry white table- 
-wine. [G] 

rffaclm&n'to (-ahch-), n. (pi. -ti pr. -te). 
Remodelled form of a literary work or 
the like. [It.] 

rife, pred. a. Of common occurrence, met 
with in numbers or quantities, prevailing, 
current, numerous, (usu. be, also grow, 
ivax, etc., ~); well provided with (lan¬ 
guage is ~ with maxims). Hence ~'ness 
(-fn-) n. [OE ryfe = MDu., MLG rive, 
ON rifr] 

Riff, a. & n. (Of) a Berber of the Rif dis¬ 
trict of Morocco. So ~'ian a. & n. 

rif'fle, n. (In gold-washing) groove or slat 
set in the trough or sluice to catch the 
gold particles, [orig. unkn. ] 

riff-raff, n. The rabble, disreputable per¬ 
sons. [ME rif & raf f. OF rif el raf] 

ri'fle1, v.t. & i. 1. Search & rob, esp. of 
all that can be found in various pockets 
or storing-places; carry off as booty. 2. 
Make spiral grooves in (gun or its barrel 
or bore) to produce rotatory motion in 
projectile (p.p. of projectile, with projec¬ 
tions fitting such grooves). 3. Shoot (t. 

TVT m 
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& i.) with rifle. Hence rif'liNO^. [(1)ME, 
f. OF rifler graze, scratch, plunder; (2) 
from 1635, f. obs. Flem. rijffelen scrape, 
LG rifeln to groove f. rife groove; (3) f. 
foil. 1 

ri'fle2, n. 1. One of the grooves made in 
rifling a gun (obs.). 2. (Formerly ~-gun) 
fire-arm with rifled barrel esp. one fired 
from shoulder; (pi.) troops armed with 
~s. 3. —bird, dark-green Australian 
bird; II R~ Brigade, regiment of British 
army; ~-corps, of volunteer ~men; 
~(-)<7reen n. & a., (of) dark green as in 
~man’s uniform; ~-grenade ; ~man, 
soldier armed with ~, esp. member (R— 
man when prefixed = Private) of some 
~ regiments in British army, also = ~- 
-bird; ~-pit, excavation as cover for ~- 
men firing at enemy; ~-range, distance 
~ carries, place for —practice; ~-shot, 
distance ~ carries, good etc. ~-marksman, 
shot fired with ~. [f. prec.; cf. obs. Flem. 
rijffel, LG riff cl groove] 

rift, n., & v.t. 1. Cleft, fissure, chasm, in 
earth or rock; rent, crack, split in an 
object, opening in cloud etc. (little ~ 
within the lute, often fig. of incipient mad¬ 
ness or dissension); ~-valley, steep-sided 
formed by subsidence of earth’s crust; 
hence ~'less, ~'y2, aa. 2. v.t. (Usu. in 
p.p.) rend apart, cleave. [ME, of Scand. 
orig.; cf. Da., Norw. rift cleft, Olcel. ript 
breach; cogn. w. rive] 

rig1, v.t. & i. (-gg-), & n. 1. Provide (ship), 
(of ship) be provided, with necessary 
spars, ropes, etc., or ~g'lNG1(3) (-g-) n., 
prepare (t. & i.) for sea in this respect ; 
assemble & adjust parts of (aircraft); 
fit (out, up, or rarely abs.) with or with 
clothes or other equipment; set up 
(structure) hastily or as makeshift or by 
utilizing odd materials; ~ging-loft, gallery 
in dockyard for fitting ~ging, (theatr.) 
space over stage from which scenery is 
manipulated. 2. n. Way ship’s masts, 
sails, etc., are arranged, whence -~gED2 
(-gd) a.; (transf.) person’s or thing’s look 
as determined by clothes etc. (~-up, -out, 
such accessories); in full ~ (colloq.), 
smartly dressed. [ME, of unkn. orig.; the 
syn. Norw., Sw. rigga, Da. rigge are prob. 
f. E] 

rig2, n., & v.t. (-gg-). 1. Trick, dodge, way 
of swindling; (commerc.) = corner. 2. 
v.t. Manage or conduct fraudulently (~ 
the market, cause artificial rise or fall in 
prices), [orig. unkn.] 

II rig3, n. Imperfectly developed or 
partially castrated male animal, [late 
ME, f. ON hyrggr — OE hrycg back, 
RIDGE ] 

Rig'a (or re-), n. A port of the Baltic (~ 
deal, hemp, etc.; ~ balsam, essential oil 
distilled from kind of pine & used 
medicinally). 

rigadoon', n. Lively dance for two per¬ 
sons ; music for this dance. [F rigaudon] 

rigCs'cjent, a. Growing rigid, rather stiff. 

right 

So ~ence n. [f. L rigescere (rigere be stiff, 
-ESCENT)] 

rigg'er (-g-), n. In vbl senses (rig1’2); also 
or esp.: one who attends to the rigging 
of aircraft; (mech.) band-wheel; = out¬ 

rigger ; = thimble-~ ; -~, ship rigged in 
specified way. [-er1] 

right (rit), a., v.t. & i., n., & adv. 1. (arch.). 
Straight (now only in ~ line, ~-lined). 
2. (Of angle) neither acute nor obtuse, 
of 90°, made by lines meeting not 
obliquely but perpendicularly, (at ~ 
angles, turning or placed with such angle), 
whence ~-anglED2 (-nggld) a.; involving 
~ angle(s), not oblique, (~ sailing, due 
N., S., E., or W.; ~ ascension; ~ cone, 
cylinder, prism, etc., with ends or base 
perpendicular to axis). 3. (Of conduct 
etc.) just, morally good, required by 
equity or duty, proper, (acted a ~ part; 
it is only ~ to tell you, that you should 
know), whence —mlndED2 a., — 
-mind'edNESS n. 4. Correct, true, (~ use 
of words; did not give a ~ account of the 
matter; your opinions are ~ enough); 
the preferable or most suitable, the less 
wrong or not wrong, (which is the ~ way 
to —; the ~ man in the ~ place; does not 
do it the ~ way, the ~ heir-, took the ~ 
way to offend us; a fault on the ~ side; the 
~ side of a fabric etc., that meant for 
show or use; so ~ side up; on the ~ side of 
forty etc., not yet 40 years old). 5. In 
good or normal condition, sound, sane, 
satisfactory, well-advised, not mistaken, 
(in one’s ~ mind, not mad etc.; is not ~ in 
his head; are you ~ now ?, comfortable, 
recovered, etc.; all’s ~ with the world; is 
as ~ as a trivet, as rain, etc., quite; set or 
put ~, restore to order, health, etc., also 
correct mistaken ideas of, also justify 
oneself usu. with person; get ~, bring or 
come into ~ state; ~, ~ you are, forms of 
approval, or, & so also all ~, || ~ oh! si., 
of assent to order or proposal), whence 
|| ~'en 6 (rit-) v.t. (rare). 6. (arch.). Right¬ 
ful, real, veritable, properly so called, (~ 
whale; ~ cognac etc.). 7. (Of position) 
having the relation to front & back that 
equinoctial sunrise has to north & south, 
on or towards that side of human body of 
which the hand is normally more used, 
on or towards that part of an object 
which is analogous to person’s ~ side or 
(with opposite sense) which is nearer to 
spectator’s ~ hand, (cf. left 1; ~ side, eye, 
etc.; ~ wing or flank of army etc.; ~ bank, 
on ~ side of one looking down stream; ~ 
centre 1). 8. ~ c£- left: adv., to or on both 
sides, on all hands, as the crowd divided, 
he was abused,~ & left; adj., with or of or 
to both hands or sides, as a —&-left shot, 
with both barrels, ~-&-left screw, with 
contrary threads at two ends; n., ~-&- 
-left shot, also pugilist’s two blows in 
quick succession with different hands. 
9. ~ arm, (fig.) one’s most reliable helper. 
10. ~ hand: hand of ~ side; this as the 
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better hand, as put one’s ~ hand to the 
work; tliis w. ref. to handshaking, as 
give the ~ hand of fellowship; region or 
direction on this side of person, as at, on, 
to, one’s ~ hand; one’s indispensable or 
chief assistant; ~-hand, placed on the 
~ hand; ~-hand man, soldier on one’s ~ 
hand in line, also assistant as above; ~- 
-hand screw, with thread turning to ~ ; ~- 
-handed, using ~ hand more than left; 
~-handed blow etc., struck with ~ hand; 
^-handed tool etc., made to suit ~ hand; 
~-handed rotation etc.; ~-hander, ~- 
-handed blow or person. 11. ~ turn, that 
brings one’s front to face as one’s ~ side 
did before; ~-about turn or face, ~ turn 
prolonged to rear (see about1 for mil. 
use); —about, = —about turn, reversal 
of front, hurried retreat as in send to the 
~-about, send packing, also as v.t. & i. = 
reverse or make reverse front; hence 
~'ness (rit-) n. 12. vb. Restore to proper 
or straight or vertical position (~ helm, 
put it amidships; boat ~s herself-, could 
not ~ the boat, car); ~ oneself, recover 
balance, (of ship) recover vertical position. 
13. Make reparation for or to, avenge, 
(wrong, wronged person); vindicate, 
justify, rehabilitate. 14. Correct (mis¬ 
takes etc.), correct mistakes in, set in 
order, (often refl., as that is a fault that 
will ~ itself); hence ~'able (rit-) a. 15. n. 
What is just, fair treatment, (~ & might, 
~ & wrong; do one ~, treat or think of 
him fairly; by ~ or now usu. ~s, if ~ were 
done; the ~, the juster cause, as God defend 
the ~; be in the ~, have justice or truth on 
one’s side). 16. Justification, fair claim, 
being entitled to privilege or immunity, 
thing one is entitled to, (has a, the, no, ~ 
to thing, to do, of doing, of search etc.; ~ 
divine or divine ~; claims in ~ of his wife; 
reigns by ~ of worth; belongs to him of or by 
~; ~s & duties; woman’s ~s, of equality 
with men; ~ of way, <— established by 
usage to pass over another’s ground, also 
path subject to such ~, precedence in 
passing granted to one vehicle etc. over 
another; Declaration or Bill of J?~s, 
|| constitutional settlement of 1689; 
assert or stand on one’s ~s, refuse to 
relinquish them; peeress in her own ~, not 
by marriage; admiration is her~), whence 
~'less (rit-) a. 17. pi. ~ condition, true 
state, (set or put to ~s, arrange properly; 
have not heard, do not know, the ~s of the 
case). 18. —hand part or region or 
direction (is on your or the, to the, ~; to, 
from, ~ & left; work round the enemy’s ~); 
(pol., usu. /i~) conservative members of 
(orig. continental) parliament etc., whence 
~'ward a. & adv., ~'wards adv., (rit-). 
19. adv. Straight (wind was ~ behind us; 
go ~ on; went ~ at him; ~ off, away, 
chiefly U.S., immediately, without pause). 
20. All the way to, round, etc., completely 
off, out, etc., (sank~ to the bottom; veranda 
~ round house; took gate ~ off hinges; 

turned ~ round). 21. Exactly, quite, (~ 
in themiddle). 22. Very, to the full, (know 
~ well; banqueted ~ royally; was ~ glad 
to hear; || ~ honourable, reverend; ~- 
-down, thorough, -ly, as is a ~-doum 
scoundrel, was —down sorry). 23. Justly, 
properly, correctly, aright, truly, satis¬ 
factorily, (whether they act ~ or wrong; 
does not hold his pen, do the sum, ~; serves 
him ~, is no worse than he deserves; 
nothing goes ~ with me; if I remember ~ ; 
guessed ~). 24. To ~ hand (eyes ~ !, order 
to soldiers dressing; looks neither ~ nor 
left). [OE riht adj., = OS, OHG relit, ON 
rettr, Goth raihts, rel. to L rectus] 

righteous (rich'ws), a. Just, upright, 
virtuous, law-abiding, (of person, life, 
action). Hence~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [OE 
rihtwis (prec. n. + wise a., or prec. a.+ 
wise n.) w. assim. to bounteous etc.] 

right'ful (rit-), a. (Of actions etc.) equit¬ 
able, fair; (of persons) legitimately 
entitled to position etc. (the ~ king, heir, 
owner), (of office, property, etc.) that one 
is entitled to. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[-FUL] 

right'ly (rit-), adv. Justly, fairly, properly, 
correctly, accurately, justifiably. [-LY2] 

ri'gid, a. Not flexible, stiff, unyielding, 
(a ~ bar, stem, frame, airship); inflexible, 
harsh, strict, precise, punctilious, (~ 
justice, principles. Catholics, adherence to 
rules, economy). Hence or cogn. rigid'i'iY 
n., ~ly2 adv. [f. L rigidus (as rigor)] 

rig'marole, n. Rambling or meaningless 
talk or tale; (attrib.) incoherent, [alt. f. 
obs. ragman roll = catalogue, orig. unkn.] 

rig'or, n. (path.). Sudden chill with 
shivering before fever etc.; ~ mdH'ls, 
stiffening of body after death. [L (rigere 
be stiff, -OR)] 

rig'our (-ger), n. Severity, strictness, 
harshness, (pi.) harsh measures; strict 
enforcement of rules etc. (with the utmost 
~ of the law); extremity or excess of 
weather, hardship, famine, etc., great 
distress; austerity of life. Puritanic strict¬ 
ness of observance or doctrine, so 
rig'oriSM(3), rig'oriST(2), nn.; logical 
accuracy, exactitude. So rig'orous a., 
rig'orousLY2 adv. [ME, f. OP f. L 
(prec.)] 

rigs'ddg (-z-), n. Danish Parliament. 
[Da.] 

Rig-ve'da (-va-), n. The chief veda. [f. 
Skr. rigveda (ric praise)] 

riks'ddg, n. Swedish parliament. [Sw.] 
rile, v.t. (si.). Raise anger in, irritate. 

[var. of obs. & U.S. roil make muddy] 
rilie'vo(relya-),n. = relief2,relievo. [It.] 
rill, n., & v.i. 1. Small stream, runnel, 
rivulet; hence ~'et1 n. 2. v.i. Issue or 
flow as [ME, f. LG ril, rille] 

rille, n. (astron.). Trench or narrow valley 
of moon’s surface. [G, as prec.] 

rilletts', -ettes' (-fits), n. pi. Preparation 
of minced ham, chicken, fat, etc. [F (-cs) ] 

rim1, n., & v.t. (-rum-). 1. Outer ring of 
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wheel’s framework, not including tire; 
frame of sieve; (poet.) circular object 
(golden —, crown); (naut.) surface of the 
water; raised edge or border, margin, 
verge, esp. of something more or less 
circular; — -brake, acting on ~ of wheel; 
hence ~'less, (-)~jtied2 (-md), aa. 2. v.t. 
Furnish with ~, serve as ~ to, edge, 
border. [OE rima, = ON rirni ridge] 

II rim2, n. (arch.). ~ (of the belly), perito¬ 
neum. [OE reoma, OS reomo, OHG riumo, 
strap ] 

rime1, n., & v.t. & i. = rhyme1’2. [ME 
rime, now normally rhyme '» 2, but revived 

in literary use since c. 1870] 
rime2, n., & v.t. (chiefly poet.). 1. Hoar- 

-frost; hence rim'y2 a. 2. v.t. Cover 

with ~. [OE hrim, MDu. rijm, ON hrlm] 
rim'er, n. = REAM2er. [dial, rime var. of 

REAM2, -ER1] 

Rimm'on, n. Ancient deity worshipped 
at Damascus (boiv down in the house of —, 
compromise one’s convictions). [2 Kings 
v. 18] 

rim'Sse, rim'ous, aa. (bot. etc.). Full of 
chinks or fissures, [f. L rimosus (rima 
chink, -ose1), -ous] 

rind, n., & v.t. Bark of tree or plant (vb, 
strip ~ from); peel of fruit or vegetable; 
harder enclosing surface of cheese or 
other substance; skin of bacon etc.; ex¬ 
ternal aspect, surface. Hence -~'ed2 a. 
[OE rind, OS, OHG rinda] 

rin'derpest, n. Disease of ruminants esp. 
oxen, cattle-plague. [G (rinder pi. of 
rind ox)] 

ring1, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Circlet usu. of 
precious metal & often set with gem(s) 
worn round finger as ornament or token 
(esp. of betrothal or marriage) or signet, 
or (usu. nose, arm, etc., -~) hung to or 
encircling other part of body. 2. Circular 
appliance of any material & any (but 
esp., cf. hoop, no great) size. 3. Raised 
or sunk or otherwise distinguishable line 
or band round, rim of, cylindrical or 
circular object. 4. Circular fold, coil, 
bend, structure, part, or mark (~s of 
tree, concentric bands of wood corre¬ 
sponding in number to tree’s years; has 
livid —s round his eyes; puffing out —s 
of smoke; —s in water, circular ripples ex¬ 
panding from centre of agitation). 5. Per¬ 
sons, trees, etc., disposed in a circle, such 
disposition; (commerc. etc.) combination 
of traders or politicians acting together 
for control of market or policy. 6. Circular 
enclosure or space for circus-riding, prize- 
-fighting (prize; —'side seat or view, also 
fig.), betting at races (the—, bookmakers), 
showing of cattle, etc. 7. Circular or 
spiral course (make —s round, go or do 
things incomparably quicker than). 8. — 
-bark v.t., cut ~ in bark of (tree) to kill it 
or to check its growth & bring it into 
bearing; — -bolt, bolt with ~ attached for 
fastening rope to etc.; —-bone, (horse- 
-disease with) deposit of bony matter on 

ring 

pastern-bones; ~-cartilage, cricoid; ~- 
-dove, wood-pigeon; ~-fence, completely 
enclosing estate etc., also fig.; ~-finger, 
third esp. of left hand; —-goal, game in 
which light hoop is thrown towards goal 
with sticks; --hunt, in which beasts are 
driven inwards by ~ of fire; —'leader, (one 
of) chief instigator(s) in mutiny, riot, etc.; 
— -lock, opened by right adjustment of 
several grooved ~s; II —-man, bookmaker; 
—-master, manager of circus performance; 
—neck, ~-necked plover or duck; ~- 
-necked, with band(s) of colour round 
neck; —-net, kind of salmon net, also of 
lace; ~ ouzel, kind of bird allied to black¬ 
bird; —-snake, common European grass- 
-snake (from coiling);—-stand, for keeping 
finger-~s on; —'tail, female of hen-harrier, 
also golden eagle till its third year, also 
~-tailed opossum or phalanger; —-tailed, 
with tail ~ed in alternate colours, also 
(of phalanger) with tail curled at end; 
—-taw, game with marbles in ~; —-wall, 
as —-fence-, —'worm, skin-disease esp. of 
children in circular patches; hence(-)~ED2 
(-ngd), ~'less, aa. 9. vb. (Of hawk etc.) 
rise in spirals; (of hunted fox) take circu¬ 
lar course. 10. Encompass (usu. round, 
about, in; often in p.p.), hem in (game, 
cattle) by riding or beating in circle round 
them. 11. Put ~ upon, put ~ in nose of 
(pig, bull), (—-the-bull, game with ~ to be 
thrown or swung on to hook). 12. =~- 
-bark above. 13. Cut (onions, apples) into 
~s. [OE, OS, OHG firing, ON hringr f. 
Gmc “hrengaz] 

ring2, v.i. & t. (rang, now rarely rung; 
rung), & n. 1. Give forth clear resonant 
sound (as) of vibrating metal (bell, trum¬ 
pet, coin, sound, —s, often out etc.; with a 
—ing laugh; a shot rang out; a —ing frost, 
in which ground ~s under foot; ~ true, 
false, of coin tested by throwing on 
counter, & fig. of sentiments etc.); (of 
bell) ~ to or for prayers, dinner, etc., 
convey summons by ~ing. 2. (Of place) 
resound, re-echo, (with sound, to sound or 
its cause, with fame etc. or its theme, 
with talk of; often again). 3. (Of utter¬ 
ance or other sound) ~ in one’s ears, 
heart, etc., linger in one’s hearing, haunt 
the memory. 4. (Of ears) be filled with 
sensation as of bell—-ing (so has a —ing 
in the ears) or with sound. 5. Make (bell) 
~ (~ the bell, esp. as summons to servant; 
~ the bell (colloq.), be successful [from use 
of bell in machines for testing strength 
or skill], (also) strike a sympathetic note; 
~ up bell, raise church bell over beam & ~ 
it there; —ing engine, pile-driver worked 
by ropes like peal of bells); throw (coin) 
on counter to test it. 6. ~ bell as sum¬ 
mons (~ at door, to get admittance etc.; 
~ for servant, coffee, etc.; did you—, sir ?). 
7. Sound (peal, knell, bob4 major, the 
change's) on bells (or with bell or bells as 
subj.; ~ the knell of, announce or herald 
abolition etc. of). 8. Announce (hour etc.) 
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by sound of bell(s). 9. Summon up etc. by 
~ing bell (~ up on telephone, get or seek 
communication with; ~ off, terminate 
telephone interviewcurtain up or dou-n 
in theatre, direct it by bell to be raised 
or lowered. 10. Usher in, out, with 
bell—ing, esp. new, old, year. 11. n. Set of 
(church) bells. 12. ~ing sound, ~ing tone 
in voice etc., resonance of coin or vessel. 
13, Act of ~ing bell, sound so produced, 
(three ~s for the hall porter; give bell a ~; 
heard a loud ~ at the door); call on the 
telephone (give me a ~). [OE hringan, 
ON hringja, perk, imit.] 

rin'gent (-j-), a. Gaping, grinning, (esp. 
bot. of wide labiate corolla), [as rictus, 

-ENT] 
ring'er, n. 1. Quoit that falls round pin; 

fox that runs in ring when hunted. 
2. fiell-~; device for ringing bell, [ring1’2, 

-ER1] 
ring'let, n. 1. (rare). Small ring, fairy 
ring on grass, ring-shaped mark etc. 
2. Curly lock of hair, curl, whence ~ed2, 

~y2, aa. [-let] 

rink, n., & v.i. 1. Stretch of ice used for 
game of curling; sheet of natural or arti¬ 
ficial ice, floor, for (roller-)skating. 2. v.i. 
Skate on~ esp. with roller-skates, whence 
~'er1 n. [orig. North ME, = jousting- 
-ground; app. f. OF renc rank1] 

rinse, v.t., & n. 1. Wash out or out (vessel, 
mouth) by filling with water etc., shaking, 
& emptying; pour liquid over or wash 
lightly; put (clothes) through clean water 
to remove soap; clear (impurities) out or 
away by rinsing; wash (food) down with 
liquor. 2. n. Rinsing (give it a~); kind of 
hair tint. [ME, f. OF rincer, reincier] 

ri'ot, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Loose living, de¬ 
bauchery. 2. Loud revelry, a revel; un¬ 
restrained indulgence in or display or 
enjoyment of something (a ~ of emotion, 
colour, sound). 3. (hunt.). Following of 
any scent indiscriminately (nm~, orig. of 
hounds doing this, now usu. fig. of person 
or his tongue or fancy throwing off all 
restraint). 4. Disorder, tumult, disturb¬ 
ance of the peace, outbreak of lawlessness, 
on part of a crowd II (7f~ Act, by which 
persons not dispersing after official read¬ 
ing of part of it incur guilt of felony'; read 
the R~ Act, lit., & joc. of parent etc. 
announcing that noise etc. is to cease); 
hence or cogn. ~ous a., ~ously2 adv., 
■—ousness, (rare) ~ry(2), nn. 5. vb. Live 
wantonly, revel. 6. Throw away (time, 
money), wear out (life), in dissipation. 
7. Make or engage in a political ~ or 
offence against the R~ Act, whence 
~er2(4) n. [ME, f. OF riote(r), orig. 
unkn. ] 

rip1, n. Worthless horse, screw: dissolute 
person, rake, [peril, var. of rep3] 

rip2, v.t. & i. (-PP-), & n. 1. Cut or tear 
(thing) quickly or forcibly away from 
something (~ out the lining; ~ the boards 
off)', make long cut or tear in, cut or tear 

Rip van Winkle 

vigorously apart (often up; had his belly 
~ped up). 2. Split (wood, rock), saw 
(wood) with the grain (~-saw, used thus). 
3. Strip (roof) of tiles or slates & laths. 
4. Make (fissure, passage) by ~ping. 
5. Open up (wound, quarrel, sorrow, the 
past) again. 6. Come violently asunder, 
split (intr.). 7. Rush along (of ship. Sc 
transf.; so let her~, do not check speed or 
interfere). 8. || (part.; si.; cl. rattling). 
Fine, splendid, enjoyable, first-rate, (also 
as adv. with good etc., as a ~ping good 
time), whence ~p'ingLY2 adv. 9. —cord 
(aeron.), cord for releasing parachute 
from its pack. 10. n. Act of ~ping; long 
tear or cut. [orig. obsc.; cf. Fris. rippe] 

rip 3, n. Stretch of broken water in sea or 
river, overfall, [perh. rel. to ripple2] 

ripar'ian, a. & n. 1. Of, on, river-bank 
(esp. ~ proprietor, rights). 2. n. ~ pro¬ 
prietor. [L riparius (ripa bank, -ary1) + 
-AN] 

ripe, a., & v.t. & i. 1. Ready to be reaped, 
gathered, eaten, drunk, used, or dealt 
with, fully developed, mellow, mature, 
prepared or able to undergo something, 
in fit state for, (~ corn, fruit, cheese, wine, 
seed-, ~ lips, red & full like ~ fruit; ~ 
beauty, of grown woman; ~ scholar, 
scholarship, judgement, experience, under¬ 
standing ; die at a ~ age, old; persons of 
~r years, not immature; opportunity ~ 
to be seized; is ~ to hear the truth; mood or 

person, plan, disease, ~ for mischief, exe¬ 
cution, treatment; soon — soon rotten, prov. 
depreciating precocity); hence rip'EN8 
v. t. & i., ~'ly2 (-pi-) adv., ~'ness (-pn-) n. 

2. vb. (chiefly poet.). = ~n. [OE ripe, 
OS ripi, OHG rift; perh. rel. to reap] 

riposte', n., & v.i. 1. Quick return thrust 
in fencing; (transf.) counterstroke, retort. 
2. v.i. Deliver [F, f. It. risposla re¬ 
sponse] 

ripp'er, n. In vbl senses: esp.: tool for 
ripping roof; rip-saw; (si.) ripping per¬ 
son or thing. [-ER1 ] 

rip'ple1, n., & v.t. 1. Toothed implement 
used to clear away seeds from flax. 2. v.t. 
Treat with [corresp. to MDu., MLG 
repel(en)] 

rip'ple2, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Ruffling of 
water’s surface, small wave(s); wavy or 
crinkled appearance in hah', ribbons, 
etc.; gentle lively sound that rises & falls 
(esp. a ~ of conversation); ~-cloth, soft 
woollen washing fabric with ~d surface 
used for dressing-gowns etc.; ~-mark, 
ridge, ridged surface, left on sand or mud 
or rock by water or wind; hence ripp'lET1 
n., ripp'lY2 a. 2. vb. Form, flow in, 
show, agitate or mark with, sound like, 
~s. [vb 17th c., orig. unkn.; n. f. vb] 

Ripuar'ian, a. Of the ancient Franks 
living on Rhine between Meuse & Moselle 
(esp. ~ laxv, code observed by them), [f. 
med. L liipuarius (Ritm-) + -an ; connex. 
w. L ripa very doubtful] 

Rip van Winkle (wlng'kl), n. Person of 



rise 

utterly antiquated ideas or information, 
[hero of tale by W. Irving who slept 
20 years ] 

rise1 (-z), v.i. & t. (rose pr. roz; ~n pr. 
rl'zn; p.p., see -ed1(2), often with is etc.). 
1. Get up from lying or sitting or kneeling 
position, get out of bed, (of meeting etc.) 
cease to sit for business, recover standing 
or upright position, become erect, leave 
ground, come to life again or usu. again 
or from the dead, (~ from table, leave meal; 
all rose to receive him; house, i.e. theatre 
audience, ~s at actress etc., in universal 
applause; found he could not, was too weak 
to, ~; ~, Sir Thomas etc., formula in 
knighting; ~ betimes, at 5 a.m., with the 
lark; ~ up early; Parliament will ~ next 
week; fell never to ~ again; the hair rose 
on his head; horse on its hind-legs; 
horse ~s to a fence, takes off for leap; 
birds ~ well today). 2. Cease to he quiet, 
abandon submission, make revolt, (if a 
wind should ~; — in arms, rebellion, etc., 
against oppression, oppressor-, town rose 
on its garrison; gorge, stomach, ~s, indig¬ 
nation or disgust is felt; my whole soul 
~s against it, finds it intolerable). 3. Come 
or go up, grow upwards, ascend, mount, 
soar, project or swell upwards, become 
higher, reach higher position or level or 
amount, increase, incline upwards, come 
to surface, become or be visible above 
or above surroundings, develop greater 
energy or intensity, be progressive, (sun, 
star, morning, dawn, ~s; the ~n sun; 
rising cupboard, kitchen lift; the rising 
generation, the young; smoke ~s straight 
up; tree ~s 20 ft, attains that height; 
building rose like a dream-, blisters ~, 
form; bread will not ~, swell with yeast; 
balloon ~s; should ~ above petty jealousies, 
be superior to; picture, idea, ~s before the 
mind-, river, tide, flood, level, rose 6 ft, is 
rising; the mercury, barometer or glass, is 
rising; spirits ~, become more cheerful; 
prices, demands, ~; a rising lawyer; a 
man likely to ~; ~ in the world, attain 
higher social position; ~ to greatness; 
rising ground, sloping up; in a rising 
series; ~s in a gentle curve; the interest 

with each act; bubbles ~ ; fish ~s, comes 
to surface to feed; drowning man ~s three 
times; in the foreground ~s a castle; does 
not ~ above mediocrity; the wind is rising; 
her colour rose, became bright or deeper; 
II rising 5, 14, getting on for that age). 
4. Develop powers equal to (does not ~ to 
an occasion; rose to the emergency, require¬ 
ments, etc.). 5. Have origin, begin to be, 
flow, from, in, at, etc. (river ~s from a 
spring, in the Grampians, etc.; earth & 
heaven rose at His word; the difficulty ~s 

from misapprehension). 6. (rare, usu. 
poet.). Arise (a feud, rumour, rose). 
7. (Causative in spec, senses) make or see 
~ (did not ~ a fish, a bird, all day; ~ ship, 
see it appear from top downwards in ap¬ 
proaching- it). [OE risan, OS, OHG risan, 

ritual 

ON risa, Goth, -reisan i. Gmc *risan; 
see RAISE, REAR2] 

rise2 (-z), n. 1. Coming up of sun etc. 
(rare; at ~ of sun, day; cf. sun~ etc.). 
2. Ascent, upward slope, knoll, hill, (came 
to a ~ in the road; chapel stands on a ~). 
3. Social advancement, upward progress, 
increase in power, rank, value, price, 
amount, height, pitch, II wages, etc., (has 
had a ~ in life; the~ & fall of statesmen; 
the ~ of the tide is 30 ft; || asks for a ~, 
higher wages; prices are on the ~, in¬ 
creasing). 4. Movement of fish to surface 
(not a sign of a ~ ; fig., get or take a ~ out 
of one, draw him into display of temper or 
foible). 5. Vertical height of step, arch, 
incline, etc., (also tIs'er1 (-z-) n. f. prec.) 
vertical piece connecting two treads of 
staircase. 6. Origin, start, (has, takes, its 
~ in, from; give ~ to, occasion, suggest), 
[f. prec. ] 

ris'ible (-z-), a. Inclined to laugh, so 
rlsiBiL'iTY (-z-) n.; of laughter (~ nerves, 
faculties, etc.); (rare)laughable, ludicrous, 
[f. LL risibilis (ridere ris- laugh, -ible)] 

ris'ing (-z-), n. In vbl senses; esp.: ~ 
(-again), resurrection; insurrection, re¬ 
volt; boil, pimple. [-ING 1 ] 

risk, n., & v.t. 1. Hazard, chance of or of 
bad consequences, loss, etc., exposure to 
mischance, (there is the ~ of his catching 
cold; run ~s, a ~, the often of, expose 
oneself or be exposed to loss etc.; take ~s 
etc., expose oneself so; at the ~ of his life; 
at owner’s etc. ~, he to bear any contin¬ 
gent loss); -—-money, allowance to cashier 
to cover accidental deficits; hence ~'ful, 
~'less, aa. 2. v.t. Expose to chance of 
injury or loss; venture on, take the 
chances of, (~ the jump, a battle, a sprained 
ankle), [f. F risque(r) f. It. risco, riscare] 

ris'kly, a. 1. Hazardous, full of risk. 
2. (Also, & after, F risque pr. ris'ka) 
involving suggestion of indecency, offend¬ 
ing against propriety, (of story, dramatic 
situation, etc.). Hence~iLY2adv.,~iNESS 
n. [-Y2] 

risott'o (re-), n. Stew made with rice, 
chicken, onions, etc. [It. ] 

risque, See risky. 
riss'ole, n. Fried ball or cake of meat or 
fish mixed with bread-crumbs etc. [F, 
OF ruissole, f. LL russeolus reddish] 

ritardan'do (re-), mus. direction. Slower. 
[It.] 

rite, n. (Form of procedure, action re¬ 
quired or usual, in) a religious or solemn 
ceremony or observance (the ~s of hospi¬ 
tality; the ~ of confirmation; burial or 
funeral ~s; conjugal or nuptial ~s, sexual 
intercourse between husband & wife; the 
Latin, Anglican, etc., ~, body of usages 
characteristic of a Church). Hence ~'less 
(-tL) a. [ME, f. OF rit(e) or L ritus -ms] 

rit'ual, a. & n. 1. Of, with, consisting in, 
involving, religious rites; hence ~ly2 
adv. 2. n. Prescribed order of performing 
religious service; book containing this; 
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performance of ~ acts, whence (w. im¬ 
plication of excess) ~ism(3), ~ist(2), nn., 
~is'tic a., ~is'tlCAlLY adv., ~ize(2, 3) 
v.i. & t. [f. L ritualis (prec., -al)] 

I! riv'age, n. (poet.). Coast, shore, bank. 
[ME, f. OF, f. rive f. L ripa bank, 
-AGE) ] 

riv'al, n., attrib. a., & v.t. & i. (-11-). 1. 
Person’s competitor for some prize (esp. a 
woman’s or man’s love) or in some pur¬ 
suit or quality (also of things; without 
a ~, unapproached for excellence etc.); 
hence ~RY(2, 4), ~ship, nn. 2. adj. That 
is a ~ or are ~s. 3. vb. Vie with, be 
comparable to, seem or claim to be as 
good etc. as; (rare) be in ~ry. [f. L 
rivalis (rivus stream, -al) orig. = on same 
stream ] 

rive, v.t. & i. (~c7; ~n pr. rl'vn, rarely ~d). 
Rend, cleave, wrench away or off or from., 
strike asunder, (arch., poet.); (of artisan) 
split (wood, stone), make (laths) by 
splitting, whence riv'er1 [-erHi))] n.; be 
split, gape under blow etc., (of wood etc.) 
admit of splitting. [ME, f. ON rifa] 

II rlv'el, v.i. & t. (arch.; -11-). Wrinkle, 
crumple, shrivel. [ME, back formation 
f. rivelled, OE rifclcde app. f. *rifel a 
wrinkle + -ED2] 

riven. See rive. 
riv'er2, n. (for river1 see rive). Copious 
stream of water flowing in channel to sea 
or lake or marsh or another~ (II the~ often 
prefixed to name, as the ~ Thames); the 
boundary between life & death; copious 
flow or stream of (a ~ of lava; ~s of blood, 
much bloodshed); (attrib., prefixed to 
many names of animals, plants, & things) 
living in, situated or used on, ~(s); 
'—bed 1(2); —god, mythological being 
dwelling in & personifying a ~; —horse, 
hippopotamus; ~side, ground along ~’s 
bank (often attrib., as a ~side villa). 
Hence (-)~ed2 (-erd), —less aa. [f. AF 
rivere, OF -iere f. Rom. *riparia (L ripa 
bank, -ary1)] 

riv'erain, a. & n. 1. Of river or its neigh¬ 
bourhood; situated, dwelling, by river. 
2. n. Person dwelling by river. [F (rivi&re 
as prec., -an) ] 

rlv'erine, a. Of, on, river or its banks, 
riparian, [-ine1] 

riv'6t, n., & v.t. 1. Nail or bolt for holding 
together metal plates etc., its headless 
end being beaten out or pressed down 
after passing through two holes. 2. v.t. 
Clinch (bolt); join or fasten with ~s 
(together, down, to, into, on adv. or prep., 
etc.); fix, make immovable, (~ error etc.); 
concentrate, direct intently, (eyes, atten¬ 
tion, etc., upon); engross (attention), 
engross attention of; hence ~er1(1, 2) 
n. [ME, f. OF, f. river clinch, of unkn. 
orig.] 

riv'ifere (-lar, or revyar'), n. Gem neck¬ 
lace, esp. of more than one string. [F, as 
RIVER2] 

riv'ulet, n. 1. Small stream. 2. Kinds of 

moth. [perh. f. It. rivolelto (L rivus 
stream, -ul-, -et1)] 

rix^dollar, n. (hist.). Silver coin & money 
of account <4/6—2/3) of lGth-19th cc. in 
some continental States, [f. Du. rijclcs- 
daler, see reich, dollar] 

roach *, n. Small freshwater fish allied to 
carp (sound as a ~, in first-rate health 
etc.); ~-backed, -bellied (convex in profile). 
[ME, f. OF roche, of unkn. orig.] 

roach2, n. (naut.). Upward curve in foot 
of square sail. [18th c., orig. unkn.] 

roach3,n. = cockroach, [abbr.] 
road1, n. 1. (Usu. pi.; also stead) piece 
of water near shore in which ships can 
ride at anchor. 2. Line of communication 
between places for use of foot-passengers, 
riders, & vehicles (on the ~, travelling, 
osp. as a commercial traveller; take the 
~, set out; the ~, the highway; II lake to 
the ~, arch., become highwayman; rule 
of the custom regulating side to be 
taken by vehicles, riders, or ships, meet¬ 
ing or passing each other). 3. Way of 
getting to (the ~ to York, ruin, success; 
royal ~ to, way of attaining without 
trouble). 4. One’s way or route (in the, 
my, etc., ~, colloq., obstructing someone 
or something; so get out of the, my, etc., 
~). 5. ~-bed, foundation structure of a 
railway, whole material laid down of an 
ordinary ~; —book, describing ~s of 
country etc., itinerary; ~ fund (for con¬ 
struction & maintenance of ~s & bridges); 
~ hog, reckless or inconsiderate motorist 
or cyclist; ~ house, inn on main ~ in 
country district; ~'man (repairing ~s); 
~-mctal, broken stone for ~-making; 
~ -sense, capacity for safe handling of 
vehicles on the ~; ~'side, border of ~ 
(esp. attrib., as ~sideplants, inn)stead, 
see sense 1; ~'way, ~, central part of ~ 
(opp. side-path), part of bridge or railway 
used for traffic; worthy, fit to be used 
on the ~, (of person) fit to travel. Hence 
(-)~'ed2, ~'less, aa. [OE rad (ridan 
ride); cf. RAID] 

road2, v.t. (Of dog) follow up (game-bird, 
or abs.) by foot-scent. [19th c.; orig. 
unkn. ] 

road'ster, n. Ship at anchor in road¬ 
stead; horse, bicycle, etc., for use on the 
road; experienced traveller, [-ster] 

roam, v.i. & t., & n. Ramble (v., & rarely 
n. as a half-hour’s ~), wander; walk or 
travel unsystematically over or through 
or about (country, seas). [ME, orig. 
unkn.] 

roan1, a. & n. 1. (Of animal) with coat 
of which the prevailing colour is thickly 
interspersed with another, esp. bay or 
sorrel or chestnut mixed with white or 
grey (often with chief colour prefixed, as 
black, blue, red, ~). 2. n. ~ horse, cow. 
[OF roan (now rouan), f. Sp. roano] 

roan2, n. Soft sheepskin leather used in 
bookbinding as substitute for morocco. 
[ME, perh. Roan, old name of Rouen ] 
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roar (ror), v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Utter, send 
forth) loud deep hoarse sound (as) of lion, 
person or company in pain or rage or 
loud laughter, the sea, thunder, cannon, 
furnace, etc. (the ~ of the waves; of 
laughter; lions ~ing after their prey; ~ed 
with pain or laughter or for mercy; you 
need not ~, talk so loud; set table in a ~, 
make company laugh loud). 2. (Of horse) 
make loud noise in breathing duo to 
disease, whence ~'er1, ~'ing1, (ror-), nn. 
3. (Of place) be full of din, re-echo, (often 
again). 4. Say, sing, utter, (words, chorus, 
oath, etc., often out) in loud tone. 5. 
Make deaf, hoarse, etc., put down, by 
~ing. 6. (part.). Riotous, noisy, boister¬ 
ous, brisk, (a ~ing night, stormy, also 
spent in revelry; a ~ing blade, arch., fast 
liver; the ~ing game, curling; ~ing forties, 
see forty ; in ~ing health; drive a ~ing 
trade). [OE rdrian, = MDu. reeren, MLG 
rdren, reren, OHG reren, prob. imit.] 

roast, v.t. & i. (p.p. in vb forms ~ed, as 
adj. ~), & n. 1. Cook (esp. meat) by ex¬ 
posure to open fire or now usually 
in oven (prefers ~ beef, his meat ~ed); 
heat or calcine (ore) in furnace; heat 
(coffee-beans) as preparation for grind¬ 
ing ; expose (victim for torture, oneself or 
some part for warmth) to fire; ridicule, 
banter, chaff; undergo ~ing; (part.) very 
hot; ~ing-jack, appliance keeping meat 
in motion while ~ing. 2. n. ~ meat or a 
dish of it (rule the~, be master); ‘joint of 
meat; operation of ~ing. [ME ; n. partly 
f. OF rost, partly f. vb, f. OF rostir f. WG 
(OFrank. *hraustjan; cf. OHG rosten f. 
rost(e) gridiron) ] 

roast'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: kind of 
oven for roasting; ore-roasting furnace; 
coffee-roasting apparatus; pig, potato, 
etc., fit for roasting, [-f.r1] 

rob, v.t. (-bb-). Despoil (person etc.) of 
or of property by violence, feloniously 
plunder (person, place, often of), deprive 
of what is due; ~ peter; (abs.) commit 
~bery. So~b'er [-er1,-ER2(4)],~b'ERY(2, 
4), nn. [ME, f. OF rob(b)er f. Gmc *raubh- 
(cf. OS robon) reave] 

robe, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Any long loose 
outer garment (rare, poet., metaph.); 
(trade name of) kind of lady’s dress in one 
piece; ‘dressing-gown; outer garment of 
baby in long-clothes; (often pi.) longer 
outer garment worn as indication of 
wearer’s rank, office, profession, etc., 
gown, vestment, (the long ~, legal or 
clerical dress; gentlemen ofthe~, lawyers); 
~-de-chambre (F, see Ap.), dressing-gown, 
wrapper. 2. vb. Invest (person) in ~, 
dress; assume one’s ~s or vestments. 
[ME, f. OF, conn. w. prec., orig. sense 
booty] 

II Rob'ert, n. (colloq.). A policeman, [see 
BOBBY] 

rob'In, R-, n. (Also ~ redbreast) small 
red-breasted bird; (with or without dis¬ 
tinctive epithet) kinds of Amer., Colonial, 

& Indian bird; —, ~’s-, in plant names- 
as II R—run-the-hedge, ground-ivy, II ~’.s- 
-eye, kind of geranium; It~ Goodfellow, 
a mischievous sportive sprite, alias Puck; 
R~ Hood, (type of) medieval forest out¬ 
law; round1 ~. [ME, f. OF, fam. for 
Robert] 

rob'orant, a. & n. (med.). Strengthening 
(drug). [L roborare (robur -oris strength), 
-ANT] 

rob'ot, n. 1. An apparently human auto¬ 
maton, an intelligent & obedient but im¬ 
personal machine; (transf.) machine-like 
person. 2. Automatic traffic signal. 3. 
Flying bomb, [term in Capek’s play 
R.U.R. (Rossum’s Universal Robots), 1920; 
f. Czech robota forced labour] 

rdb'urite (-ber-), n. A strong flameless 
explosive. [L robur strength, -ite1(2)] 

robust', a. (~er, ~est). Of strong health 
& physique, not slender or delicate or 
weakly, (of persons, animals, plants, body, 
health, etc.); (of exercise, discipline, etc.) 
tending to or requiring strength, in¬ 
vigorating, vigorous; (of intellect etc.) 
sensible, straightforward, not given to 
nor confused by subtleties. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ~ness n. [f. F robuste, or L robustus 
(robur strength) ] 

robus'tious, a. Boisterous, self-assertive, 
noisy, [earlier in common use = prec.; 
now chiefly w. ref. to Hamlet in. ii. 10] 

roc, n. Gigantic bird of Eastern tales, [f. 
Arab, rokh] 

rbc'ambole, n. Kind of leek used for 
seasoning. [F] 

roch'et, n. Surplice-like vestment used 
chiefly by bishops & abbots. [ME, f. OF, 
dim. f. WG (cf. OE rocc, OS, OHG rok, 
O N roklcr); cf. FROCK ] 

rfick1, n. I. Solid part of earth’s crust 
underlying soil (dug down to the living ~; 
often bed-~; built, founded, on the ~, lit., 
& fig., secure; R~ of ages, Christ); mass 
of this projecting & forming a hill, cliff, 
etc., or standing up into or out of sea etc. 
from bottom (the R~, Gibraltar; run upon 
the ~s, see ~s ahead., etc., of lit. or fig. 
shipwreck or danger of it; on the ~.s, si., 
hard up; ~ of water etc., ref. to Numb. xx. 
11). 2. Stone as a substance (a mass, 
needle, of ~); large detached stone, 
boulder; (geol.) any particular igneous or 
stratified mineral constituent of earth’s 
crust including sands, clays, etc. 3. Kinds 
of hard sweetmeat (usu. almond etc. ~). 
4. (Also blue ~) = ~-pigeon. 5. ~-bed, 
base of ~, rocky bottom; ~-6ir<Z, esp. 
puffin; ~-bottom., (colloq., of prices etc.) 
very lowest; -—cake, bun with hard 
rough surface ;~-cork, variety of asbestos; 
~-crystal, transparent colourless silica or 
quartz usu. in hexagonal prisms; ~-dove, 
■—pigeon; —drill, ■—boring tool or 
machine; R~ English, mixed language of 
Gibraltar; fever, kind of enteric pre¬ 
valent at Gibraltar; ~-fish, kinds of goby, 
bass, wrasse, etc.; ~-garden, artificial 
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mound or bank of stones with ~-plants 
etc. planted in the interstices, garden in 
which ~eries are the chief feature; —goat, 
ibex; ~-hewn, cut out of the ~; leather, 
as ~-cork; ~'ling [-ling1], kinds of fish 
esp. sea-loach; ~-oil, native naphtha; 

paper, as ~-cor/c; ~-pigeon, kind of 
dove haunting ~s & supposed source of 
domestic pigeon; —rabbit, hyrax; ~- 
-ribbed, (of earth, coast, etc.) with ribs of 
~; ~-rose, kinds of cistus with yellow, 
rose, or salmon flowers; ~-salmon, (trade 
name for) dogfish; ~-salt, found stratified 
in free state; R~ scorpion, (nickname for) 
person bom at Gibraltar; as ~- 
-cork; ~-sucker, sea lamprey; ~-tar, 
petroleum; ~-ivhistler, Alpine marmot; 
~-wood, as ~-corfc; ~-work or ~'ERY(3)n., 
pile of rough stones with soil in interstices 
for growing ferns etc. on, also natural 
group or display of ~s. Hence ~'less, 
~'like, aa., ~'let n. [ME, f. OF roke, 
roque (also roche), f. Gallo-Rom. rocca] 

rock2, n. (hist.). Distaff. [ME, f. MDu. 
rocke, MLG rocken, OHG rocco, ONrokkr] 

rock3, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Move (t. & i.) 
gently to & fro (as) in cradle, set or keep 
(cradle etc.) or (of cradle etc.) be in such 
motion, (~ him to sleep; ship ~ing on, ~ed 
by, the waves; sat ~ing himself or —-ing in 
his chair-, ~ed in security, hopes, etc.); 
(gold-min.) work (cradle), work cradle, 
shake in cradle; sway (t. & i.) from side 
to side, shake, oscillate, reel, (earthquake 
~s house, house ~s, a ~ing gait). 2. ~'ing- 
-chair, mounted on rockers, or with seat 
arranged to ~; ~'ing-horse, wooden horse 
on rockers for child; ~'ing-stone, poised 
boulder easily ~ed; ~'ing-turn in skating, 
from any edge to same in opposite direc¬ 
tion with body revolving away from 
convex of first curve (counter—ing-turn 
or -rocker or counter, same turn with body 
revolving away from concave); —shaft, 
that oscillates about axis without making 
complete revolutions; *—staff, part of 
apparatus working smith’s bellows. 3. n. 
~ing motion, spell of ~ing; —’n’ (= and) 
-roll, (dancing to) kind of swing music. 
[OE roccian, app. f. Gmc *rukk- to move; 
cf. MDu., MLG rockcn, rocken] 

rock'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: one of the 
curved bars on which cradle etc. rocks 
(off one’s ~, si., crazy); gold-miner’s 
cradle; skate with highly curved blade; 
(skat.)~, counter-^, — (counler-)ROCK3ing- 
-turn. [ROCK3,-ER1] 

rock'et1, n. Kinds of plant of which some 
are used as salad & some grown for flowers 
(6ase~, wild mignonette; blue ~, kinds of 
wolfsbane & larkspur, also bluebell; 
yellcnv~, winter cress), [f. F roquette f. It. 
ruchella (ruca f. L eruca, -ette)] 

rock'et2, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Cylindrical 
paper or metal case that can be projected 
to height or distance by ignition of con¬ 
tents, used in firework displays, for 
signalling, to carry line to ship in distress, 

rodeo 

etc.; projectile containing its own pro¬ 
pellant & depending for its flight on the 
reaction set up by a continuous jet of 
rapidly expanding gases released in the 
propellant by ignition (e.g. of cordite) or 
by the mixture of two liquids (e.g. alcohol 
& liquid air), whence ~ry n., study or use 
of ~s; ~ engine, jet, motor, (operated on 
same principle); ~-propelled, ~ propul¬ 
sion-, ~ range (for testing ~ missiles). 
2. (si.). Reprimand. 3. vb. Bombard 
with ~s; (of horse or its rider) bound 
upwards or dart like ~; (of prices etc.) 
rise steeply; (of pheasant etc.) fly straight 
upwards, fly fast & high, whence ~er1 n. 
[f. F roquet(te) f. It. rocchetla (rocca ROCK2, 
w. ref. to cylindrical shape), -ette] 

rock'ly, a., & n. (pi.). 1. Of rock, full of or 
abounding in rocks, (the R~y Mountains, 
or as n. the R~ies, western N.-Amer. 
range); like rock in ruggedness, firmness, 
solidity, etc. 2. (si.). Unsteady, tottering. 
Hence ~ily2 adv., ~Iness n. [rock1, 3, 
-Y2] 

rococ'o, a. & n. 1. Of a style of art 
prevalent in Europe c. 1730-80. 2. (Of 
furniture, architecture, etc., also of 
literary style) highly ornamented, florid. 
3. (obs.). Antiquated, out of date. 4. n. 
The ~ style of art. [F, joc. alt. f. rocaille 
pebble-work] 

rod, n. 1. Slender straight round stick 
growing as shoot on tree or cut from it or 
made from wood, switch, wand, (occas. as 
symbol of office etc., see esp. black1 ~; 
Aaron’s- rod ; divining, dowsing, -~, see 
dowsing). 2. Such stick, or bundle of 
twigs, for use in caning or flogging ((Ac~, 
use of this; spare tlie~ & spoil the child-, 
make etc. a ~ for one’s own back, prepare 
trouble for oneself; kiss the ~, take 
punishment meekly or gladly; have a ~ 
in pickle for, be ready to punish when 
time comes). 3. = fish2!^^. 4. (Also 
~’man & ~'ster n.) angler. 5. (As 
measure) = perch2. 6. Slender metal bar, 
connecting bar, shaft, (curtain, piston, 
etc., —). 7. »(sl.). Pistol or revolver. 
8. (physiol.). ~-shaped structure. Hence 
~'less, ~'like, aa., '—'’let n. [OE rodd, 
prob. rel. to ON rudda club] 

rode1. See ride. 
r5de2, v.i. (Of wildfowl) fly landward in 
the evening, (of wmodcock) fly in the 
evening during breeding season, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

rod'ent, a. & n. 1. (Animal) of the order 
Rodentia with strong incisor & no canine 
teeth (e.g. rat, mouse, rabbit, squirrel, 
beaver, porcupine), whence roden'tiAL 
(-shl) a. 2. Gnawing (esp. in path, of 
ulcers), [f. L rodere ros- gnaw; see -ent] 

rdde'o (-dao, or rod'io; pi. ~s), n. A 
round-up of cattle on a western American 
ranch for branding etc., enclosure for this ; 
exhibition of cowboys’ skill; (transf.) 
exhibition of motor-cycle feats etc. [Sp., 
f. rodear go round] 
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rodomontadle', n., a., & v.i. 1. Boastful, 
bragging, (saying or talk). 2. v.i. Brag, 
talk big; hence~'ER1 n. [F (Rodomont f. It. 
llodomonle character in Orlando Furioso, 
-ABE)] 

roe1, n. (collect, sing, occas. for pi.). Small 
kind of European & Asian deer; ~'buck, 
male ~: ~-deer, ~. [OE raha, OS, OHG 
rcho, ON rd] 

roe2, n. Mass of eggs (also hard ~) in 
female fish’s ovary (~-com, one egg); soft 
~, male fish’s milt; <■—stone, oolite. Hence 
(-)roED2 (rod) a. [ME roughe, MLG rogen, 
OHG rogo, rogan, ON hrogn] 

roga'tion, n. 1. (eccl.). (Usu. pi.) litany 
of the saints chanted on the three days 
before Ascension Day (7?~ days, these; 

week, Sunday, including, preceding, 
them; ~ flower, milkwort), whence ~Al 
(-shon-)a. 2. (Rom. ant.). Law proposed 
before the people by consul or tribune 
(Licinian etc. ~s, proposed by Licinius 
etc.), [f. L rogatio (rogare ask, -ation)] 

Ro'ger, n. Male name (the jolly ~, pirates’ 
black flag; ~ or Sir ~ de Coverley (de 
kuv'erli), a country-dance & tune). 

rSgue (-g), n., & v.t. 1. Idle vagrant 
(arch.); knave, rascal, swindler, (often 
playfully of mischievous child or waggish 
or arch-mannered person). 2. Inferior 
plant among seedlings (vb, weed out ~s 
from). 3. (Also ~ elephant, buffalo, etc.) 
wild beast, esp. elephant, driven or living 
apart from the herd & of savage temper. 
4. Shirking racehorse or Inin ter. Hence 
r5g'uF.RY(4) (-ge-) n., rog'uiSH1 (-gi-> a., 
rSg'uishLY3 adv., rog'uishNESS n. 
[16th-c. cant wd. of unkn. orig. ] 

roi (rwah), n. (F for) king; ~ faineant 
(see Ap.; lit. = King Do-nothing), ruler, 
chairman, etc., who is a mere figure-head 
like the Merovingian kings whose power 
was usurped by mayors of the palace; le 
~ le venlt, le ~ s’avisera, (see Ap.), forms 
of giving, refusing, the royal assent to 
parliamentary bill, = the king wills it, 
will consider. 

roi'nSU. See rooinek. 
rois'ter, v.i. Revel noisily, be uproarious, 
(esp. in part, as adj.). Hence~er1,~ing1, 
nn. [f. obs. roister roisterer f. F rustre var. 
of ruste f. L ktjsticms] 

Rol'and, n. Name of nephew of Charle¬ 
magne celebrated in legend often with his 
comrade Oliver (a ~ for an Oliver, effec¬ 
tive retort). 

role, role (rol), n. Actor’s part; one’s 
function, what one is appointed or ex¬ 
pected or has undertaken to do. [F role, 
= foil.] 

roll1, n. 1. Cylinder formed by turning 
flexible fabric such as paper or cloth over 
& over upon itself without folding (~s of 
carpet, paper, etc.; SWISS ~); (in Ionic 
capital) volute. 2. Document, esp. official 
record, in this form (II Master of the R~s, 
one of the judges of the Court of Appeal, 
Keeper of the Records at the Public 

roll 

Record Office; II the R~s, buildings in 
which these were formerly kept now 
superseded by Public Record Office); 
register or catalogue (in the ~ of saints’, 
a long ~ of heroes; on the ~.s of fame; 
rent3-~ ; ~ of honour, esp. list of those 
who have died for their country in 
war); II the official list of qualified solici¬ 
tors (strike off the ~s, debar from practis¬ 
ing for dishonesty etc.); a list of persons 
esp. soldiers or schoolboys used to detect 
absentees (—call, calling over of this). 
3. More or less (semi)cylindrical straight 
or curved mass of anything however 
formed (a ~ of butter, soap, straw, tobacco, 
hair; has ~.s of fat on him; ~ of bread or 
usu. ~, small loaf esp. for breakfast use); 
(archit., also ~-moulding) moulding of 
convex section. 4. Turned-back edge of 
something, e.g. coat-collar. 5. (book- 
bind.). Revolving patterned tool for 
marking cover. 6. Cylinder or roller. 
[ME, f. OF rolle, role (now role) f. L 
rotulus] 

r5112, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Move (t. & i.) or 
send or go in some direction by turning 
over & over on axis often with aid of 
gravitation (~ barrel; barrel started ~ing; 
ball, coin, ~ed under the table, into a hole; 
river ~s down stones; ~ing stone gathers 
no moss; planets ~ on their courses; years 
~ on or by, go smoothly; ~ one over, send 
him ~ing or sprawling); make revolve 
between two surfaces (~ing a marble 
between his palms); w-rap usu. up in by 
~ing motion (~ed himself up in the 
blankets). 2. Change direction (of) with 
rotatory motion (his eyes ~ strangely; 
~ed his eyes on us). 3. Wallow, turn about 
in fluid or loose medium, (of horse etc.) 
lie on back & kick about, (porpoise, 
swimmer, ~s in the water; ~ing in money, 
luxury, ease; mule tried to ~, as way of 
getting rid of rider or load). 4. Sway or 
rock (t. & i.), walk with swaying gait 
as of sailor, reel, (~ed himself from side 
to side; ship ~s & pitches; he up to 
her). 5. Undulate, show undulating sur¬ 
face or motion, go or propel or carry with 
such motion, (sea, river, ~s; river its 
waters to sea; waves ~ in; smoke ~s up; 
chimney ~s up smoke; the mist ~ed away; 
a ~ing expanse or plain). 6. Utter or be 
uttered, sound, with vibratory or un¬ 
dulating or trilling effect (~ out verses, 
song, etc.; thunder, drum, organ, voice, 
echo, ~s; ~ one’s vs). 7. (Of wheeled 
vehicle) advance or convey usu. along, by, 
etc., (of person) be so conveyed, (carriage 
~ed along, ~ed them by; he ~ed past in his 
carriage; ~ing-stock, railway engines and 
vehicles). 8. Flatten by passing roller 
over or by passing between rollers (~ 
lawn, metal, paste for pies, etc.; ~ed gold, 
thin coating so applied; ~ing-pin, roller 
for paste; ~ing-press, copperplate-prin¬ 
ter’s press with revolving cylinder, also 
press with rollers for various purposes). 
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9. Turn (t. & i.) over & over upon itself Rom'an*, a. 1. Of ancient Rome or its 
into more or less cylindrical shape (usu. 
up; the way to ~ a greatcoat; hedgehog ~s 
itself into a ball or ~s up). 10. Form (t. & 
1. ) in(to) cylindrical or spherical shape, 
or accumulate into mass, by ~ing (~ 
cigarettes, a huge snowball, snow into ball; 
the reckoning is ~ing up, increasing in 
amount; saint & philosopher ~ed into one). 
11. ~-top desk, with flexible cover sliding 
in curved grooves. 12. ~ up, (mil.) drive 
flank of (enemy line) back & round so that 
line is shortened or surrounded, (intr., 
colloq.) appear on the scene, turn up; 
hence ~'able a. 13. n. ■~ing motion (the 
~ of the sea, ship)-, (aeron.) complete 
revolution about the longitudinal axis; 
spell of ~ing (a ~ on the grass); ~ing gait; 
rock3 -’n’- ~. 14. Quick continuous 
beating of drum; long peal of thunder or 
shout; rhythmic flow of words. [ME, f. 
OF rol(l)eri. Rom. *rolulare f. rotula (-us) 
dim. of rota] 

roll'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: cylinder of 
wood, stone, metal, etc., & of various 
proportions used alone or as rotating part 
of machine for lessening friction, smooth¬ 
ing ground, pressing, stamping, crushing, 
spreading printer’s ink, rolling up cloth 
on, etc.; (usu. ~ bandage) long surgical 
bandage rolled up for convenience of 
applying; kind of tumbler-pigeon ; long 
swelling wave; brilliant-plumaged bird 
allied to crows, also German breed of 
canary, [G, f. rollen to roll]; ~ skate2, 
skating; ~ towel, endless, working on ~. 
[-ER1] 

roll'ey. See rulley. 
roll'ick, v.i., & n. 1. Be jovial, indulge in 
high spirits, enjoy life boisterously, revel, 
(esp. in part, as adj.). 2. n. Exuberant 
gaiety; frolic, spree, escapade, [orig. 
unkn.] 

rol'y-pol'y, n. & a. 1. (Also ~ pudding) 
pudding made of sheet of paste covered 
with jam etc., formed into roll, & boiled. 
2. adj. (Usu. of child) podgy, plump, 
[prob. formed on roll2] 

Rom, n. (pi. ~a). Male gipsy, (pi.) gipsies. 
[ Romany wd ] 

Roma'ic, a. & n. (Of, in, etc.) the vernacu¬ 
lar language of modern Greece, [f. Gk 
Romailcos Roman (used esp. of Eastern 
empire) ] 

Ronia'iha, n. National dance of modern 
Greece, [mod. Gk (-ke), orig. fem. adj. 
(prec.)] 

Rom'an*, n. 1. Citizen, soldier, native, or 
inhabitant, of ancient Rome, member of 
ancient-~ State, (King, Emperor, ofthe~s, 
sovereign head of Holy Roman Empire); 
inhabitant of medieval or modern Rome. 
2. pi. Christians of ancient Rome (~s, 
or in full Epistle to the N.-T. book, 
abbr. Rom.). 3. (print.), roman2 type 
(abbr. in press-correcting, rom.). 4. = 
ROMAN CATHOLIC. [f. L RomanuS (ROME, 
-an); ME romain(e) f. OF romain] 

territory, people, or (rarely; usu. Latin) 
language (~ Empire, that established by 
Augustus 27 B.c. & divided by Theodosius 
a.b. 395 into western or Latin & eastern 
or Greek empires, of which the eastern 
lasted till 1453, & the western, after laps¬ 
ing in 476, was revived 800 by Charle¬ 
magne & continued to exist as the Holy 
~ Empire till 1806; ~ law, code developed 
by ancient Romans & forming basis of 
many modern codes; ~ pottery, bricks, 
road, etc., surviving from period of ~ rule; 
~ cement, trade name for a hydraulic 
cement named after ancient-~ kind; 
~ balance, beam, or steelyard, ordinary 
steelyard; ~ simplicity, honesty, virtue, 
patriotism, etc., as of Romans of early Re¬ 
public ; ~ nose, with high bridge, aquiline, 
whence, of person or horse,—ndsED2 (-zd) 
a.; ~ letters or type, of the plain upright 
type used in ordinary print, opp. Gothic 
or black letter & italic-, ~ alphabet, that 
used by Romans & still with slight modifi¬ 
cations in W. Europe; ~ numerals, the 
letters I, V, etc. used in composing 
number-symbols, see belowt for mod. 
use, & cf. Arabic ; ~ architecture, compo¬ 

site, & see order1; ~ history, historian, 
etc., of ancient Rome). 2. Of papal Rome, 
esp. = roman catholic, whence~iSH1(2)a., 
uzer 1 n. 3. Of medieval or modern 

Rome (~ school, painting school of 
Raphael; ~ fever, malaria, formerly 
prevalent at Rome; ~ snail; ~ vitriol, 
sulphate of copper; ~ candle). Hence 
~ism(3, 4), ~ist(2, 3), nn., ~is'tic a., 
*—tze(2, 3, 4) v.t. & i., ~Iza'tion n., Ro- 
man'o- comb. form. tMod. use of ~ 
numerals, differing in some respects from 
the ancient: The only symbols now used 
are I = 1, V = 5, X = 10, L = 50, C = 
100, D = 500, M = 1000; the letters com¬ 
posing a number are ranged in order of 
value. Sc the number meant is found by 
addition, e.g. MDCLXVI = 1666; if a 
letter or set of letters is placed before a 
letter of higher value, it is to be sub¬ 
tracted from it before the addition is 
done, e.g. IX = 9, MCM = 1900; IIII is 
usu. preferred to IV on clock-faces. [ME 
romain(e), later roman (as prec.)] 

roman-d-clef (romahn' ah kla'), n. Novel 
in which real persons or events appear in 
disguise. [F, = novel with a key] 

Rom'an Cath'olic, a. & n. (Member) of 
the Church of Rome. Hence Roman- 
-Cathol'iCALLY, RSman-Cath'olicLY2, 
advv., R6man-Cath61'iciSM(3) n. [f. c. 
1600, peril, orig. as non-controversial 
compromise between Roman(ist), Romish, 
etc., & Catholic] 

romance', n. & a., & v.i. 1. (R~). 
Vernacular language of old France mainly 
developed but distinguished from Latin; 
corresponding language of Italy, Spain, 
Provence, etc.; (collect.) the languages 
descended from Latin. 2. adj. (ii~; of 
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languages) thus descended. 3. Medieval 
tale usu. in verse of some hero of chivalry 
(named as written in R~). 4. Prose or 
rarely verse tale with scene & incidents 
remote from everyday life, class of 
literature consisting of such tales; set of 
facts, episode, love affair, etc., suggesting 
such tales by its strangeness or moving 
nature; atmosphere characterizing such 
tales, mental tendency to be influenced 
by it, sympathetic imaginativeness, 
whence ~less (-si-) a. 5. (An) exaggera¬ 
tion, (a) picturesque falsehood. 6. (mus.). 
Short piece of simple character. 7. v.i. 
Exaggerate or distort the truth, draw the 
long-bow. [ME, f. OF romcinz f. Rom. 
*romanice (opp. Latine in Latin) adv. f. 
ROMANICUS] 

roman'cer, n. Medieval or other writer 
of romances; fantastic liar. [f. romance 
vb (prec.) partly in obs. sense] 

Rdtn'angs, n. Gipsy language. [Gipsy 
(adv.)] 

Romanesque' (-k), a. & n. = romance 1 
& 2. 2. (archit.). (In) style of building 
prevalent in Romanized Europe between 
the classical & Gothic periods, [-esque] 

Roman'ian, Roum- (roo-), Rum- (rob-), 
n. & a. (Native or language) of Romania. 
[-AN] 

Roman'ic, a. & n. 1. Descended from 
Latin, Romance (a. & n.). 2. Descended 
from, inheriting civilization etc. of, the 
Romans, Romance-speaking. [f. L 
Rmnanicvs (roman1, -ic) ] 

Roman'ity, n. (rare). Civilization & 
influence of Roman empire, [f. LL 
Romanitas (roman2, -ity)] 

Romansh', Rou-, Ru-, (ro-, roo-), n. & a. 
(In) the rhaeto-romanic dialect spoken in 
the Orisons, E. Switzerland; = Rhaeto- 
-Romanic. [as romance ] 

roman'tic, a. & n. 1. Characterized by or 
suggestive of or given to romance, imagi¬ 
native, remote from experience, vision¬ 
ary, (a ~ story, scene, adventure, girl). 
2. (Of music) subordinating form to 
theme, imaginative, passionate. 3. (Of 
projects etc.) fantastic, unpractical, 
quixotic, dreamy. 4. (Of literary or 
artistic method etc.) preferring grandeur 
or picturesqueness or passion or irregular 
beauty to finish & proportion, sub¬ 
ordinating whole to parts or form to 
matter, (opp. classic, classical), whence 
~ist(2) n.; hence roman'tiCALLY adv., 
~ISM(2, 3) n., ~IZE(2, 3) v.i. & t. 5. n. A 
~ist; (pi.) ~ ideas or talk. [f. romaunt, 

f. OF romant (mod. roman) f. romanz 
romance, -ic)] 

Rom'any, n. & a. 1. Gipsy (n. & a.); (pi., 
also collect, sing.) the gipsies, (pi.) gipsies. 
2. The gipsy language, [f. Gipsy Romani 
fern. & pi. of Romano adj. (rom)] 

romaunt', n. (arch.). A romance or tale 
of chivalry etc. [f. OF romant see ro¬ 

mantic ] 

R5me, n. 1. City or ancient State of ~ (~ 

was not built in a day, encouragement to 
fainthearted; do in ~ as ~ does, as the 
Romans do, adapt oneself to surround¬ 
ings); Roman empire. 2. Church of ~, 
whence ~'ward a. & adv., wards adv., 
(-mw-), Rom'isiCa.ichieflyderog.). [ME, 
f. OF, f. L Roma-, OE f. L] 

romp, v.i. & n. 1. (Of children etc.) play 
about together, chase each other, wrestle, 
etc.; (racing si.) get along, past, etc., 
without eSort, come in or home as easy 
winner. 2. n. Child or woman fond of 
~ing, tomboy; spell of ~ing, boisterous 
play, (often game of ~s); hence ~'Y2 a. 
[perh. (n. f. vb) var. of ramp2] 

romp'er, n. (Sing, or pi.) child’s overall, 
[prec., -er1(2)] 

ron'deau (-do), n. Ten-line or thirteen- 
-lir e poem with only two rhymes through¬ 
out & opening words used twice as 
refrain. [F, earlier rondel] 

ron'del, n. (Special form of) rondeau. 

[ME, f. OF, f. rond round1, -le(2); cf. 
ROUNDEL] 

rdn'do, n. (pi. ~s). Piece of music with 
leading theme which returns from time to 
time. [It., f. F rondeau] 

ron'dure, n. (poet.). Round outline or 
object, [f. Frondeur (round1, -ure), after 
roundure ] 

II rone, n. (Sc.). Gutter to carry off rain 
from roof. [orig. unkn.] 

II Ron'eo, n., & v.t. Machine for duplicat¬ 
ing letters, circulars, etc., in numbers; 
(v.t.) reproduce with a~. [P] 

Ront'genogram (runtyen-), n. Photo¬ 
graph taken by Rontgen rays, [foil., -0-, 
GRAM] 

Rontgen rays. See ray1. 

rood, n. 1. The cross of Christ (arch.; often 
in oaths, as by the R~); crucifix, esp. one 
raised on middle of ~ -screen, wooden or 
stone carved screen separating nave & 
choir; ~-arch, between nave & choir; ~- 
-beam, cross-beam, usu. as head of ~- 
-screen, supporting ~ ; —cloth, veiling ~ 
in Lent; —loft, gallery on top of — 
-screen. 2. Quarter of an acre (esp. as 
loose term for small piece of land; not a 
~ remained to him). [OE rod, OS roda, 
cross; also, in sense ‘rod, pole ’, OE rod, 
OS roda, OHG ruota (cf. OE seglrod s&il- 
-vard)] 

roof, n., & v.t. 1. Upper covering of house 
or building usu. supported by its walls 
(under one’s ~, in one’s house, esp. w. 
ref. to hospitality; a ~ over one’s head, 
somewhere to live; also fig., as the ~ of 
heaven; ~ of the world, high mountain 
range; ~ of the mouth, palate; under a ~ 
of foliage); top of covered vehicle esp. 
when used for outside passengers; ~- 
■garden, on flat ~ of building; —tree, 
ridge-pole of —-; hence ~'AGE(l)n., (-)~ed2 

(-ft), ~'less, aa. 2. v.t. Cover w'ith ~, be 
~ of, (often in, over)-, hence ~'ing1(3) n. 
[OE hrof, = OFris. rhoof. MDu. roof] 

II roof'er, n. (colloq.). Letter of thanks 
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for entertainment sent by departed 
visitor, [prec., -er1] 

roo'tn&U, roi'nSIz, n. Newcomer, esp. 
British or European immigrant, in S. 
Africa; (in Boer war) British soldier. 
[Afrikaans (rooi-), = red-neck] 

rook1, n., & v.t. 1. Black hoarse-voiced 
bird of crow tribe nesting in colonies; 
sharper, esp. at dice or cards, person who 
lives on inexperienced gamblers etc., (cf. 
pigeon) ; ~ pie, of young ~s; ~-rifle, of 
small bore for ~-shooting; hence ~'let, 

^'ling1, mi., ~'y2 a. 2. v.t. Win money 
from at cards etc. esp. by swindling; 
charge (customer) extortionately. [OE 
hroc, MDu. roec, MLG rok, OHG hruoh, 
ON hrdkr, prob. imit.] 

rook2, n. (chess). = castle1. [ME, f. OF 
roc(k) ult. f. Pers. rukh] 

rdok'ery, n. 1. (Clump of trees with) 
colony of rooks. 2. Colony of penguins 
etc. or seals. 3. Crowded cluster of mean 
houses or tenements, [-ery] 

robk'ie, n. (army si.). Recruit, 
room, n., & v.i. 1. Space that is or might 
be occupied by something, capaciousness 
or ability to accommodate contents, 
(takes up loo much ~; there is plenty of ~ ; 
no ~ to turn in, to swing a cat 1; would 
rather have his ~ than his company, wish 
him away; we have no ~ here for idlers; 
make ~, vacate standing-ground etc. or 
post etc. for or for another, withdraw, 
retire, also clear a space for person or 
thing by removal of others; ~ for, arch., 
ellipt. command to make way for some 
one; in one’s ~, in the ~ of, instead of, in 
succession to, as substitute for), whence 
~'Y2 a., ~'iNESS n., ~'Ily2 adv. 2. Op¬ 
portunity, scope, to do or for (~ to deny 
ourselves; no ~ for dispute; leave ~ for 
evasion; there is ~ for improvement, things 
are not as good as they should be). 3. 
Part of house enclosed by walls or parti¬ 
tions, floor, & ceiling; (pi.) set of these 
occupied by person or family, apartments 
or lodgings; (transf.) the company in a 
~ (set the~ in a roar); whence ~'ful(2) n., 
—ED2(-md)a. 4. *v.i. Have ~(s), lodge, 
board, whence ~'er1 n.; ^ing-house, 
lodging-house. [OE rum, OS, OHG, ON, 
Goth, rum] 

roost1, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Bird’s perching 
or resting place, esp. hen-house or part of 
it in which fowls sleep, (transf.) sleeping - 
-accommodation, bed(room), (go to ~, re¬ 
tire for the night; at ~, perched, in bed; 
curses come home to ~, recoil upon eurser). 
2. vb. (Of birds or persons) settle for 
sleep, be perched or lodged for the night; 
provide with sleeping-place. [OE hrost, 
= MDu. roest; cf. OS hrost roof-spars] 

II roost2, n. Tidal race about Orkneys & 
Shetlands. [f. ON rQst] 

roos'ter, n. Domestic cock, [-er1] 

root1, n. 1. Part of plant normally below 
earth’s surface & serving to attach it to 
earth & convey nourishment from soil to 

it, (pi.) such part divided into branches 
or fibres, corresponding organ of epiphyte, 
part attaching ivy to its support (also 
~'let n.), permanent underground stock 
of plant, small plant with ~ for trans¬ 
planting, (plant, such as turnip or carrot, 
with) edible ~, (pull up by the ~s, uproot 
lit. & fig.; take, strike, ~, begin to draw 
nourishment from soil, fig. get estab¬ 
lished ; lay axe to ~ of tree or institution, 
set about destroying it; ~ <£- branch1). 

2. (bibl.). Scion, offshoot, (there shall be a 
~ of Jesse). 3. Imbedded part of some 
bodily organ or structure, part of thing 
attaching it to greater or more funda¬ 
mental whole, (~ of tongue, tooth, nail, 
etc.; ~ of a gem, esp. of emerald, cloudy 
part by which it adhered to stone; of 
mountain, its base). 4. Source or origin 
(of; love of money is the ~ of all evil; a ~ 
of bitterness; ~ fallacy, idea, etc., the one 
from which the rest originated). 5. Basis, 
dependence, means of continuance or 
growth, (has its~ or ~s in selfishness; has 
no ~ in the nature of things). 6. Bottom, 
essential substance or nature, (get at the 
~s of th ings; has the ~ of the matter in him, 
is essentially sound, w. ref. to Job xix. 
28). 7. (math.). ~ of, number or quantity 
that when multiplied by itself a usu. 
specified number of times gives (specified 
number etc.; square or second ~ of 4, or 
ellipt. ~ of 4 or ~ 4, symbol d4, is 2; V3 
is irrational; cube or third~ of 27, symbol 
■427, is 3). 8. (philol.). Ultimate unanalys¬ 
able element of language, basis (whether 
itself surviving as a word or not) on which 
words are made by addition of prefixes or 
suffixes or by other modification, (symbol 
V, as sopor is from vswep). 9. (mus.). 
Fundamental note of chord. 10. ~-stock, 
— rhizome, also primary form whence off¬ 
shoots have arisen. Hence ~'age(1, 3) n., 

'-'less, ~'y1 [-Y2], aa. [OE rot f. ON rot 
U_*wrot- cogn. w. wort & L radix] 

root2, v.t. & i. 1. (Cause to) take root, fix 
firmly to the spot, establish, (some kinds 
~ freely; take care to ~ them firmly; fear 
~ed him to the ground; esp. in p.p., as 
her affection was deeply ~ed, objec¬ 
tions to, obedience ~ed in fear, whence 
~'edLY2 adv., ~'edNESS n.). 2. Drag or 
dig up by the roots; ~ out, exterminate; 
uproot, tear away, from (poet.). [ME, f. 
prec.] 

root3, rout, v.i. & t. 1. (Of swine etc.) 
turn up ground with snout, beak, etc., in 
search of food; turn up (ground) thus. 
2. (transf.). Search out, hunt up, rimi- 
mage (among, in). 3. *(sl.). Be active for 
another by giving encouraging applause 
or support, [alt. (w. assim. to root1) f. 
wrool f. OE wrotian f. wrot snout; cf. 
rout2] 

root'ery, n. File of roots & stumps for 
growing garden plants on (cf. rock'erf/). 
[ -ERY ] 

|| roo'tle, v.i. & t. = root3. [-le(3)| 



|| root'y2, n. (for rooty1 see root1), (mil. 
si.). Bread. [Anglo-Ind., f. Hind, roll] 

rope, n., & v.t. & i. 1. (Piece of) stout cor¬ 
dage (prop, over 1 in. In circumf., cf. 
cable1, cord) made by twisting strands 
of hemp, flax, hide, or wire, into one (the 
—, halter for hanging person, also = 
tight-~ ; on the high —s ; the —s, those en¬ 
closing prize-ring or other area; know, 
team, pul one up to, tlie—s, the conditions 
in some sphere of action; give one ~, ~ 
enough to hang him self, plenty of —, etc., 
not check him, trust to his bringing about 
his own discomfiture; ~ of sand, delusive 
security; ~ of onions, ova, pearls, these 
strung together; on the —, of mountain¬ 
eers, ~d together). 2. Viscid or gelati¬ 
nous stringy formation in beer or other 
liquid. 3. —dancer, -dancing, performer, 
performing, on tight-~ ; —-drill, in which 
a ~ stretched by two men represents 
company etc.; <■—ladder, two long ~s 
connected by short cross-~s as ladder; 
—'man ship, skill in ~-walking or — 
-climbing; ~-moulding, cut spirally in 
imitation of >—strands; '---quoit, ring of ~ 
used in quoits played on board ship; 
—’s-end, short piece of ~ used to flog (esp. 
sailor) with; <—walk, long piece of ground 
used for twisting ~; <—walker, -walking, 
— ~-dancer, -dancing; —-yard,—making 
establishment; —yarn, (piece of the) 
material (esp. when unpicked) of which 
~-strands consist, mere trifle; hence 
rcp,iNG1(6) n., rop'y2 a., rop'iNESS n. 
4. vb. Fasten or secure with ~; (moun¬ 
taineering) connect (party) with~, attach 
(person) to ~, put on ~ ; use ~s in towing 
etc.; enclose, close in, (space) with ~; ~ 
in, secure adherence of, decoy. 5. |] (In 
racing) check (horse), check horse, (of 
athlete) not put forth full powers, in order 
to lose race. 6. Become ropy or viscid. 
[OE rap, MDu., MLG rep, OHG reif, 
ON reip, Goth, raip f. Gmc *raip-] 

Ro'quefort (-kfor), n. Kind of French 
cheese of goats’ & ewes’ milk. [~ in 
France] 

ro'quelaure (-kelor), n. (hist.). Han’s 
cloak reaching to knees (18th c.). [F 
(Duke of R-)] 

ro'quet (-ki), v.t. & i. (—ing, —ed, pr. -ling, 
-Id), & n. 1. Cause one’s ball to strike, 
(of ball) strike, another ball at croquet; 
strike another ball thus. 2. n. Act or fact 
of ~ing. [arbitrary f. croquet2 & orig. in 
same sense] 

rdi'qual, n. Whale with dorsal fin, fin¬ 
back. [F, f. Norw. r&yrkval, repr. Olcel. 
reythr the specific name + hvalr whale] 

r6rt'5q raught'y (-awt-), a. (si.). Enjoy¬ 
able (had a — time); fond of amusement & 
excitement, [orig. unkn. ] 

ros'ace (-z-), n. Rose-window; rose- 
-shaped ornament or design. [F 
(ROSE)] 

rosa'ceous (-zaslrus), a. Of the family 
Rosaceae, of which the rose is the type. 

rose 

So rosA'CEAN (-zashan) n. [f. L rosaceus 
(ROSE, -ACEOUS)] 

rosan'iline (-z-), n. (Kinds of red dye ob¬ 
tained from) an organic base derived from 
aniline, [rose, aniline ] 

rosar'ian, n. 1. Rose-fancier. 2. (R.-C. 
Ch.). Member of a Confraternity of the 
Rosary, [f. L rosarium rosary, -an ] 

rosar'ium, n. Rose-garden. [L (foil.)] 
ros'ary (-z-), n. 1. Rose-garden, rose-bed. 

2. (R.-C. Ch.) form of prayer in which 
fifteen decades of Aves are repeated, each 
decade preceded by Paternoster & fol¬ 
lowed by Gloria; book containing this; 
string of 165 beads for keeping count in 
this (lesser —, of 55). [15th c., f. L rosarium 
(rose, -arium); R.-C. sense f. LL sense 
chaplet ] 

Ros'cian (-shi-), a. Like or worthy of 
Roscius, famous Roman actor of 1st c. 
B.C. [-AN] 

rose1 (-z), n., a., & v.t. 1. (Prickly bush or 
shrub bearing) a beautiful & usu. fragrant 
flower usu. of red or yellow or white 
colour (BLUSH2, BRIER1, CABBAGE, DAMASK, 

DOG1, MONTHLY, MOSS1, MUSK, TEA, etc., 
; also in names of other flowering 

plants, as rock1~, Christmas ~, ~ of 
Jericho, the Resurrection plant with dried 
fronds unfolding under moisture, ~ of 
Sharon, unidentified eastern flower, ~ of 
May, white narcissus; attar, otto, of—s; 
red as a ~; gather —s or life’s —s, seek 
pleasure; path strewn with —s, life of 
delights; bed of—s, pleasant easy post or 
condition, esp. in is no bed of ~s; so is 
not all —s; ~ without a thorn, impossible 
happiness, unalloyed delight; the white ~ 
of virginity, innocence, etc.; the ~ of with 
place-name, most beautiful girl or woman 
in; Wars of the II—s, 15th-c. civil wars 
between Yorkists with white & Lancas¬ 
trians with red ~ as emblem; under the 
~, = sub2 rosa), whence ros'ERY(3) (-z-) 
n. 2. Representation of the flower in 
heraldry or decoration (esp. as national 
emblem of England, cf. thistle, shamrock, 

leek or daffodil; Golden ~, ornament 
blessed by Pope on 4th Sunday in Lent 
& sent as compliment to some R.-C. 
sovereign, city, etc.); —shaped design. 
3. Rosette worn on shoe or clerical hat. 
4. Protuberance round base of animal’s 
horn or some birds’ eyes. 5. Sprinkling- 
-nozzle of watering-pot or hose, whence 
(-)rosED2 (-zd) a. 6. = ~ diamond; 
= ~-window. 7. Light crimson colour, 
pink, (usu. pi.) rosy complexion (has quite 
lost her, spoiled her natural, ~s). 8. The 
~, erysipelas. 9. ~-apple, tropical tree 
cultivated for foliage & fruit, its fruit; 
—bay, oleander, rhododendron, azalea, 
species of willow-herb; bud, bud of ~ 
(often attrib., as —bud mouth), pretty 
girl, * debutante; —-bush, — plant; ~- 
-chafer, green or copper-coloured beetle 
frequenting ~s; —-colour, rosy red, pink, 
(fig.) pleasant state of things or outlook 
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(life is not all ~ -colour); ~-coloured, rosy, 
(fig.) optimistic, sanguine, cheerful, (takes 
~-coloured views', see things through ~- 
-coloured spectacles)', ~-cut, cut as a ~ 
diamond, hemispherical with curved part 
in triangular facets; ~-drop, skin-disease 
with red blotches; -—engine, appendage 
to lathe for engraving curved patterns; 
'—-gall, excrescence on dog-~ etc. made 
by insect; -—leaf, leaf, usu. petal, of ~ 
(crumpled —-leaf, slight vexation alloying 
general felicity); —lipped, with rosy lips; 
'—-mallow, hibiscus; ~ (or <■—head) nail, 
with head shaped like ~ diamond; ~ 
noble, 15th-10th c. gold coin of varying 
value stamped with ~ ; — -pink, pigment 
of chalk or whiting coloured with Brazil- 
-wood decoction, also = ~-colour(ed) lit. 
& fig.; —-rash, = roseola ; red a. & n., 
red as (of) a~ ; —root, kinds of plant with 
root smelling like— when dried or bruised; 
~-tree; ~ vinegar, infusion of~s in vinegar 
for application in headache etc.; —-water, 
perfume made from~s, (fig.) compliments, 
gentle handling, etc. (—-water surgery, 
revolutions are not made with —-water)■ 
—-window, circular, usu. with spokclike 
tracery; —'wood, kinds of cabinet wood 
named from their fragrance; hence ~'iess, 
~'like, (-z-), aa. 10. adj. Coloured like 
a pale red~, of warm pink. 11. v.t. Make 
(face, snow-slope, etc.) rosy (esp. in p.p.). 
[OE rose, rose, f. L rosa; in ME reinforced 
f. OF rose] 

rose2. See rise1. 
ros'eate (-z-), a. = rose -coloured (lit. & 
fig.). Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L roseus 
(ROSE1) rosy +-ATE2] 

rose'mary (-zm-), n. Evergreen fragrant 
shrub with leaves used in perfumery etc. 
& taken as emblem of remembrance. 
[ME, earlier rosmarine f. L rosmarinus (ros 
dew, marine) w. assim. to rose & the name 
of the Virgin ] 

ros'eo- (-z-), comb, form in names of salts 
& alkalis of L roseus rose-coloured, as — 
-cobalt. 

rose'ol|a (-z-), n. Rosy rash in measles 
etc.; German measles. Hence ~ar1, 
~ous, aa. [mod. L (prec., -ola dim. 
termination) ] 

rosettle' (-z-), n. Rose-shaped ornament 
for dress or harness made of ribbons, 
leather strips, etc.; (archit.) carved or 
moulded conventional rose on wall etc., 
also rose-window; (biol.) rcselike cluster 
or organs, markings resembling rose; = 
rose diamond; roselike object or arrange¬ 
ment of parts. Hence ~'ed2 a. [F (rose 1, 

-ETTE)] 
Rosicru'cian (-zlkrooshn), n. & a. (Mem¬ 
ber) of an order devoted to occult lore 
said to have been founded 1484 by Chris¬ 
tian Rosenkreuz. Hence ~ism(3) n. [f. 
mod. L rosa crucis (or crux), as latiniza- 
tion of G Rosenkreuz, + -ian ] 

ros'in (-z-), n., & v.t. 1. = resin (esp. of 

solid residue after distillation of oil of 

rot 

turpentine from crude turpentine); hence 
~Y2 a. 2. v.t. Smear, seal up, rub (esp. 
bow or string of fiddle etc.), with ~. [ME, 
alt. f. resin ] 

Rosinan't^, (-z-), Roz-, n. Worn-out 
horse, jade. [f. Sp. Rocinante (rocin jade, 
cf. obs. E rouncy riding-horse), Don 
Quixote’s horse] 

rosol'io (-z-), n. A S.-Europ. sweet cor¬ 
dial. [It., f. L ros dew, solis of the sun, 
cordial being orig. made from plant sun¬ 
dew] 

ros'ter, n. List or plan showing turns of 
duty for individuals or companies esp. of 
a military force, [f. Du. rooster list, orig. 
gridiron (roosten roast), w. ref. to parallel 
lines] 

ros'tral, a. (Of column etc.) adorned with 

beaks actual or sculptured etc. of ancient 

war-galleys; (zool. etc.) of, on, the ros¬ 
trum. [f. LL rostralis (rostrum, -al)] 

rostrat'ed, a. (Of column etc.) = prec.; 
(zool. etc.) having, ending in, a rostrum, 
[f. L rostratus (rostrum, -ate2)] 

ros'tr|um, n. (pl.~a, ~«ms). 1. (Sing., or 
pi. —a of single specimen but usu. w. pi. 
constr.; pi. in pi. sense, —a or —urns) plat¬ 
form for public speaking (orig. that in 
Roman forum adorned with beaks of 
captured galleys), pulpit, office, etc. that 
enables one to gain the public ear, esp. 
auctioneer’s —. 2. (Rom. ant.). Beak of 
war-galley (pi. usu. —a). 3. (zool., entom., 
bot.). Beak, stiff snout, beaklike part, 
whence ~ate2, ~1f'erous, ~iform, aa., 
~0- comb. form. [L, = beak (rodere 
gnaw)] 

ros'ulate (-z-), a. (bot.). (Of leaves) 
packed over each other like rose-petals. 
[LL rosula (rose1, -ule), -ate2, see -ul-] 

ros'y (-z-), a. Coloured like a red rose (esp. 
of complexion as indicating health, of 
blush, wine, sky, light, etc.), (fig.) = R0SE- 
-coloured; (now rare) smelling like a rose, 
made of or covered or strewn with roses; 
~ cross, emblem of rosicrucians ; '— 
-fingered, epithet of dawn etc. Hence 
ros'iLY2 adv., ros'iNESS n., (-z-). [ME; 
-Y2] 

rot1, n. & int. 1. Decay, putrefaction, 
rottenness, (esp. in timber, cf. dry 1-~). 
2. Virulent liver-disease of sheep (usu. 
the —). 3. (si.). (Also tommy —) nonsense, 
absurd statement or argument or proposal 
(often as int. of incredulity or ridicule), 
foolish course, undesirable state of things, 
(don’t talk —; it is perfect ~ to trust him; 
what tommy ~ that it is not open on Sun¬ 
days !). 4. (crick., war, etc.). Sudden 
series of (frcq. unaccountable) failures on 
one side (a ~ set in). [ME, prob. f. Scand.; 
cf. Icel., Norw. rot] 

rot2, v.i. & t. (-tt-). 1. Undergo natural 
decomposition, decay, putrefy, (~ off, 
drop from stem etc. through rottenness); 
(fig., of society, institutions, etc.) gradu¬ 
ally perish from want of vigour or use, (of 
prisoner) pine away (left to ~ in gaol). 
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2. Cause to ~, make rotten; (si.) spoil or 
disconcert (has ~ted the whole -plan). 
3. II (si.). Chaff, banter, tease; (abs.) talk 
ironically (he is only ~ting). 4. ~-gvt a. 
& n., (liquor) injurious to stomach. [OE 
rotian, = MDu., MLG roten, OS roton, 
OHG rozzen; see ret, rotten] 

r5t'a, n. 1. List of persons acting, or 
duties to be done, in rotation, roster. 
2. ( R.-C.Ch. \R~). Supreme ecclesiastical 
& secular court. [L, = wheel] 

rot'ary, a. & n. 1. Acting by rotation. 
2. n. ~ machine; ‘traffic roundabout. 
3. (The) R~, R~ Club(s), a world-wide 
society with many branches for inter¬ 

national service to humanity, orig. named 

from clubs entertaining in rotation, 
whence Rotar'iAN a. & n., (member) of 

R~. [f. LL rotarius (prec., -ary1)] 
rot'ate1, a. (bot.). Wheel-shaped, [rota, 

-ate2] 
rotat|e'2, v.i. &t. Move (t.&i.) round axis 
or centre, revolve; arrange (esp. crops) 
or take in rotation. So rSt'ATivE, rot'at- 

ORY, ~'ABLE, aa. [f. L ROTAre, -ATE 3 ] 
rotation, n. Rotating; recurrence, recur¬ 
rent series or period, regular succession in 
office etc., (often in, by, ~; ~ of crops, 
growing of different crops in regular order 
to avoid exhausting soil). Hence ~al 

(-slio-) a. [f. L rotatio (prec., -ation)] 
rotat'or, n. (Anat.) muscle that rotates a 
limb etc.; revolving apparatus or part. 
[L (rotate2, -or)] 

rotch(e), n. The little auk. [later form of 
Du., Fris. rolge of unkn. orig. ] 

r5te, n. Mere habituation, knowledge got 
by repetition, unintelligent memory, 
(only by ~, as say, know, do, by ~). [ME 
rote, of unkn. orig.] 

rot'lfer, n. Wheel-animalcule, member of 
class Rotifera with rotatory organs used 
in swimming. [L rota, -ferous] 

rot'ograph (-alif), n. Print of MS. page 
etc. got by sensitized roll, [prec., -graph] 

rot'or, n. Rotary part of machine; 
horizontally-rotating vane of helicopter, 
[irreg. for rotator] 

rott'en, a. 1. Decomposed or decom¬ 
posing, putrid, perishing of decay, falling 
to pieces or friable or easily breakable or 
tearable from age or use. 2. (Of sheep) 
affected with the rot. 3. Morally, socially, 
or politically corrupt, effete, (||~ borough ; 
something is ~ in the state of Denmark, 
Kami. I. iv. 90, things are unsatisfactory). 
4. Inefficient, worthless; (si.; of state of 
things, plan, etc.) disagreeable, regret¬ 
table, beastly, ill-advised. 5. ~-stone, 
decomposed siliceous limestone used as 
polishing-powder. Hence ~LY2 adv., 
~ness n. [ME, f. ON rotinn cogn. w. 
rot2, ret] 

Rott'en Row (ro), n. (Now usu. the Row) 
track in Hyde Park, fashionable resort 
for riding, [app. f. prec.] 

II rott'er, n. (si.). One who is objectionable 
on moral or other grounds, useless or 

rough 

inefficient or disliked person, [rot2, 
-ER1] 

rotund', a. Circular, round, (rare), whence 
rotun'dATE2 a., rotun'di-, rotun'do-, 
comb, forms, (bot.); (of mouth) rounded 
in speaking etc., (of speech, literary style, 
etc.) as from ~ mouth, sonorous, sound¬ 
ing, grandiloquent; (of persons) plump, 
podgy. Hence or cogn. rotun'diTY n., 
~ly2 adv. [f. L rotundus cogn. w. rota] 

rotun'da, n. Building of circular ground- 
-plan, esp. one with dome; circular hall or 
room, [earlier rotonda. It., fem. of ro- 
tondo = prec. ] 

roturier (see Ap.), n. Plebeian. [F (roture 
plebeian tenure, f. L ruptura breaking, 
-IER) ] 

rou'ble (rob-), ru- (roo-), n. Russian 
monetary unit and silver coin, =100 
copecks. [F, f. Russ, ruble] 

roucou (robkob'), n. (W.-Ind. tree yield¬ 
ing) orange dye. [F, f. Braz. urucu \ 

roue (roo'a), n. Debauchee, rake. [F, p.p. 
of rouer break on wheel, = one deserving 
this] 

rouge1 (rdozh), a., n., & v.t. & i. 1. Red 
(only in 2?~ Croix pr. krwah, R~ Dragon, 
two pursuivants of English College of 
Arms, & in —royal marble, reddish Bel¬ 
gian kind). 2. n. Fine red powder made 
from safflower & used for colouring 
cheeks & lips; plate-powder of oxide of 
iron; revolutionary politician; ~-et-noir 
(-a-nwah'r), card-game played on table 
with red & black marks on which money 
staked is laid (~, the red in this). 3. vb. 
Colour, adorn oneself, with [F, f. L 
rubevs cogn. w. red] 

II rouge2 (rdoj), n. Scrummage, also touch- 
-down counting as point to opponents, in 
Eton football (field game), [orig. unkn.] 

rough (ruf), a., adv., n., & v.t. 1. Of 
uneven or irregular surface, not smooth 
or level or polished, diversified or broken 
by prominences, hairy, shaggy, coarse in 
texture, rugged, (~ skin, hands, paper, 
bark, road, cloth, country, book with, ~ 
edges, in which edges of original sheets 
are left untrimmed; ~ leaf, II first true 
leaf of springing plant after the smooth 
leaves or cotyledons, in the ~ leaf, at this 
stage; ~ rice, unhusked rice, paddy). 
2. Not mild or quiet or gentle, unre¬ 
strained, violent, stormy, boisterous, 
disorderly, riotous, inconsiderate, harsh, 
unfeeling, drastic, severe, grating, astrin¬ 
gent, (~ manners, soldier, play; ~ water, 
sea, weather, wind; ~ ivords; ~ element of 
the popidation, quarter of the town-, ~ 
usage, handling-, ~ remedies-, ~ baritone 
voice-, ~ claret-, ~ tongue, habit of rude¬ 
ness ; gave him a lick with the ~ side of my 
tongue, spoke severely to him; ~ passage, 
crossing over ~ sea; ~ work, violence, 
also task requiring it, & see below; have 
a ~ time, suffer ~ handling or hardship; 
horse has ~ paces, jolts rider; fact etc. is 
~ luck, or on person, worse luck than 



roughage 

he deserves; ~ music). 3. Deficient in 
finish or elaboration or delicacy, incom¬ 
plete, rudimentary, entirely or partly 
unwrought, merely passable, inexact, 
approximate, preliminary, (~ nursing, 
style, welcome, kindness, plenty, accom¬ 
modation, sketch, drawing; ~ work, & see 
above; ~ state, attempt, makeshift, circle; 
~ stone, not dressed; ~ diamond ; ~ 
justice-, ~ translation, estimate-, ~ copy of 
picture etc., reproducing only essentials; 
~ draft; ~ copy 1; ~ coat, first coat of 
plaster laid on; ~ coating, ~cast; ~ & 
ready, not elaborate, just good enough, 
not over-particular, ~ly efficient or 
effective). 4. ~-&-tum'ble, (adj.) irregular, 
scrambling, disorderly, regardless of 
procedure-rules, (n.) haphazard fight, 
scuffle; ~’cast, (adj., of wall etc.) coated 
with mixture of lime & gravel, (of plan 
etc.) imperfectly elaborated, (n.) plaster 
of lime & gravel for walls, (v.t.) coat (wall) 
with ~cast, prepare (plan, essay, etc.) 
in outline; >—dry, dry (clothes) without 
ironing etc.; ~-footed, with feathered 
feet (in names of birds); —grind, give 
preliminary grinding to (edged tool etc.); 
~-hew, shape out ~ly, give crude form to, 
(p.p., uncouth, unrefined); ~-hound, kind 
of dogfish; ~ house (si.), disturbance, row, 
horseplay; ~-hcnise, (v.t.) handle (person) 
~ly, (v.i.) make a disturbance, act 
violently; ~ -legged, with hairy or feather¬ 
ed legs (of breeds of horse & bird); 
neck (si.), a rowdy; ~-rider, horsebreaker, 
man who can ride unbroken horses, (mil.) 
irregular cavalryman; ~'shod, (of horse) 
having shoes with the nail-heads project¬ 
ing (ride ~shod, domineer over); — 
-spoken ; —wrought, with the earlier pro¬ 
cesses done; hence ~en6 (rQ'fn) v.t. & i., 
~'ish1(2) a., ~'ly2 adv. (~ly speaKing), 
~'ness n., (ruf1). 5. adv. In ~ manner 
(land should be ploughed ~; play ~; chiefly 
in compds, of which some are given 
above). 6. n. ~ ground (esp. over ~ di- 
smooth), (golf) the ~ ground outside the 
fairway between tees & greens; one of 
the spikes inserted in ~ing horse; hard 
part of life, piece of hardship, (usu. take 
the ~ with the smooth, the~s & the smooths); 
II rowdy, hooligan, man or boy of lower 
classes ready for lawless violence; the 
unfinished or the natural state, the general 
way, (shape it from the ~; have seen it only 
in the ~ ; is true in the ~). 7. v.t. Turn up 
(feathers, hair, etc.) by rubbing against 
the grain (~ one up the wrong way, irritate 
him); secure (horse or its shoos) against 
slipping by insertion of spikes or project¬ 
ing nails in shoes; ~ it, do without ordi¬ 
nary conveniences of life; break in 
(horso); shape or plan out ~ly; sketch in 
~ly; tune up (piano) —ly; give first 
shaping to (gem, lens, etc.). [OE ruh, 
MLG ruch, OHG ruh, f. Gme *ruh(w)a-) 

roughage (ruf'Ij), n. (In dietetics) bran of 
cereals and other forms of cellulose con¬ 

round 

sidered valuable as a mechanical stimu¬ 
lant to the bowels. (-AGE (X) ] 

roulade (roolahd'), n. Florid passage of 
runs etc. in solo vocal music, usu. sung 
to one syllable. [F (router roll2, -ade)] 

rouleau (rbolo'), n. (pi. or ~s, pr. -z). 
Cylindrical packet of coins; coil or roll. 
[F trdle roll1)] 

roulette' (roo-), n. 1. Gambling game on 
table with revolving centre. 2. (math.). 
Curve generated by point on rolling 
curve. 3. Device for keeping hair in curl. 
4. Revolving toothed wheel used in 
engraving, similar wheel for perforating 
postage stamps. [F, dim. of rouelle dim. 
of roue f. L rota wheel ] 

Roumanian (roo-), n. & a. See Romanian. 

Roumansh. Seo romansh. 

R(o)umel'idte (roo-), n. Native of R(o)u- 
melia. [-0T2] 

roun'eival, n. (Also ~ pea) large variety 
of pea. [from ICth c.; perh. f. Ronces- 
valles place-name] 

round1, a. 1. Spherical or circular or 
cylindrical or approaching these forms, 
presenting convex outline or surface, (the 
~ world; ~ shot (hist.), spherical ball for 
smooth-bore cannon; ~ truckler, hole, mat, 
of circular outline; ~ table, with disc top; 
the 7i~ Table, at which Arthur & his 
knights sat that none might have pre¬ 
cedence; ~-table conference, held at ~ 
table for same purpose, (also) any informal 
confidential conference; ~ game, proper 
for ~ table, players being of any number 
& without sides or partners; ~ face, as 
broad as long; ~ jacket, cut level below, 
without skirts; ~ hand or text, writing 
with bold curves; ~ tower, post, limbs; ~ 
arch, semicircular as in Romanesque, 
opp. pointed; ~ cheeks, plump, not 
hollow; ~ shoulders, so bent forward that 
back is convex, whence ~-shoul'derED3 
(-shol'derd) a.; ~ vowel in phonet., pro¬ 
nounced with rounded lips). 2. Done 
with or involving circular motion (~ 
dance, waltz; ~ trip, voyage, with return 
to starting-point; ~ or ~-arm or ~-hand 
bowling, with arm swung horizontally, cf. 
underhand, overhand; ~ towel, endless on 
roller; ~ robin, written petition with 
signatures in circle to conceal order in 
which they were written). 3. Entire, 
continuous, all together, not broken or 
defective or scanty, sound, smooth, 
plain, genuine, candid, outspoken, (~ 
dozen, score, that & no less, so many 
together; ~ numbers, tens, hundreds, 
etc., with neglect of minor denomina¬ 
tions, whence=roughly correct; a~ sum, 
considerable; a ~ style, flowing; at a ~ 
trot, vigorous; a ~ voice, not harsh; ~ 
unvarnished tale, the plain truth; be ~ 
with one, arch., speak homo-truths to 
him; a ~ oath, unmistakable). 4. head, 
momber of Parliament party in 17th-c. 
civil war (from custom of wearing hair 
close cut); ~-housc, (hist.) lock-up or 
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place of detention, (naut.) cabin or set 
of cabins on after part of quarterdeck 
chiefly in old sailing-ships; ~-<op, plat¬ 
form about masthead, formerly circular; 
~ turn (naut.), single turn of rope round 
post etc. (hence, transf., bring up with a 
~ turn, check with a sudden jerk, check 
abruptly). Hence ~'ish1(2) a., ~'ness n. 
[ME, f. OF rund, round, f. L rotundus] 

round2, n. 1. Hound object (this earthly 
~, earth; ~s of ladder, rungs; ~ of beef, 
thick disc from haunch as joint; ~ of 
toast, disc etc. cut across loaf). 2. (sculpt.). 
Solid form as opp. relief-, in the ~ (fig.), 
with all the features etc. fully shown. 
3. Circumference, bounds, extent, of 
(in all the ~ of Nature). 4. Revolving 
motion, circular or circuitous or recur¬ 
ring course, circuit, cycle, series, (the earth 
in its daily or yearly ~; a milk (milk¬ 
man’s) ~; the daily ~, ordinary occupa¬ 
tions of the day; go for a good ~, long 
walk out & home; o ~ of days, pleasures, 
visits; make, go, one’s ~s, take customary 
walk esp. of inspection; make the ~ of, go 
round; news, story, goes the ~, is passed 
on); (mil., pi.) watch that goes round 
inspecting sentries or circuit it makes 
(visiting, grand, ~s, orderly, field, officer’s 
inspection of guard & sentries); (golf) 
playing of all holes in course once; (mus.) 
kind of perpetual canon at the unison for 
equal voices. 5. Allowance of something 
distributed or measured out, one of set or 
series, one bout or spell, one stage in 
competition, (serve out a ~ of spirit, 20~s 
of ball cartridge; never fired a single ~ ; ~ 
after ~ of cheers; a fight of ten ~s; threw 
up the sponge after the third ~; the winners 
in the first ~ are paired for the second). 
6. II ~s’man, tradesman’s employee going 
round for orders & with goods. [ME, f. OF 
rond(e) n. (as prec.), partly f. round1] 

round 3, adv. & prep. 1. With more or less 
circular motion, with return to starting- 
-point after such motion, with rotation, 
with change to opposite position lit. or 
fig., (sun goes, summer comes, ~; brings us 
~ to winter; sleep the clock ~, for twelve or 
twenty-four hours; all the year ~ ; 6 in. ~, 
in girth; wheels go ~; he turned short ~; 
soon won him ~). 2. To or at or affecting 
all or many points of a circumference or 
area or members of a company etc., in 
every direction from a centre or within a 
radius, (glasses~, for all present to drink; 
tea was served ~; send ~ the hat ; Home 
Rule all ~, for each nationality; an all-~ 
man, one of varied talents; show one ~, 
take him to all points of interest; room 
hung ~ with portraits-, spread destruction 
~; all the neighbours for a mile ~). 3. By 
circuitous way (will you jump or go ~ ?; 
go a long way ~; ask one ~, out of his 
house into one’s own; order the car ~, 
from garage to door). 4. All ~, right ~, 
~ & ~, emphatic forms of ~ ~ about, in 
a ring (about), all ~ (adv. & prep.), on all 

roundly 

sides (of), with change to opposite posi¬ 
tion, circuitously, approximately (it will 
cost ~ about £10); about, (n.) circuitous 
way, place where all traffic has to follow 
a circular course (also attrib.), piece of 
circumlocution, || merry-go-~ (II lose on 
the swings what you make on the ~abouts, 
end where you began after ups & downs), 
(adj.) circuitous, circumlocutory, plump 
or stout. 5. prep. So as to encircle or 
enclose (tour~ the world; has a wrapper ~ 
her). 6. With successive visits to, at or to 
points on the circumference of, (hawks 
them ~ the cafes; station them ~ the field; 
seated ~ the table). 7. In various direc¬ 
tions from or with regard to (diffuses 
cheerfulness ~ her; shells bursting ~ me). 
8. Having as axis of revolution or central 
point (turns ~ its centre of gravity; argue 
~ <£• ~ subject, not come to close quarters 
with it; write book ~ a subject). 9. So as to 
double or pass in curved course, having 
thus passed, in the position that would 
result from thus passing, (go, be, find per¬ 
son, ~ the corner; get ~). 10. All ~, right 
~, ~ & ~, emphatic forms of ~. [ME, f. 
round1- 3, perh. partly aphetic f. around] 

round4, v.t. & i. 1. Invest with, assume, 
round shape (~ed eyes, mouth; her form is 
~ing; ~ vowel, pronounce it with ~ed 
lips; ~ off or ~ the angles, make them less 
sharp ; ~ dog’s ears, crop them). 2. Bring 
to complete or symmetrical or well- 
-ordered state (often off; ~ off or ~ a 
sentence, estate, career). 3. Gather up 
(cattle, & transf.) by riding round, gather 
up (stragglers, criminals, etc.), whence 
~'-up n. 4. Pass round, double, (cape 
etc.). 5. Turn (t. & i.) round (rare, chiefly 
naut.; ~ed on his heel to look at me; ~ 
boat off etc., turn her to meet wave etc.; 
ship ~s to, comes to wind & heaves to). 
6. ~ on, make unexpected retort to 
(friend etc.), (of informer) peach upon, 
[f. round1 ; in ME perh. after OF rondir] 

II round5, v.i. & t. (arch.). Whisper (t. & 
i.; chiefly w. double obj., as ~ed him in 
the ear that, told him secretly that). [OE 
runian (— OS runon, OHG runen) f. run 
rune; -d as in sound2] 

roun'del, n. Small disc, esp. decorative 
medallion etc.; rondeau or rondel. [ME, 
f. OF rondel(le), see round1, -le(2)] 

roun'delay, n. Short simple song with 
refrain; bird’s song. [f. F rondelet 
(rondel, -et1) w. assim. to lay1] 

roun'der, n. In vbl senses of round4; 
II also, (pi.) game with bat & ball between 
two sides with ~ (or complete run of 
player through all the bases arranged in 
a round) as unit of scoring, [round4- 2, 
-ER1] 

round'ly, adv. In thorough-going manner 
(go ~ to work); bluntly, with plain speech, 
without qualification, severely, (told him 
~ that he would not; ~ asserts that it is true; 
was ~ abused); in circular way (swells out 
~). [-LY2] 
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|[ roup1 (rowp), v.t., & n. (Sc. & north.). 
1. Sell hy auction. 2. n. An auction. [ME 
‘ to shout of Scand. orig.; cf. Icel. 
raupa boast, M Swed. ropa shout] 

roup2 (roop), n. Kinds of poultry-disease 
(a) with swelling on rump, (b) with puru¬ 
lent catarrh. Hence rou'py2 (rob-) a. 
[(a) orig. unkn., (b) prob. imit.] 

II rouse1 (-z), n. (arch.). Draught of liquor, 
bumper, toast, revel, drinking-bout, (take 
one’s ~, carouse; give a ~, propose or 
drink toast), [prob. for carouse, pcrh. f. 
wrong division of drink carouse] 

rouse2 (-z), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Startle (game) 
from lair or cover. 2. Wake or stir up or 
startle (person) from sleep or inactivity 
or confidence or carelessness (often up, 
from, out of, to action, to energy, to do, 
etc.; ~ oneself, overcome one’s indolence; 
wants rousing, is indolent; a rousing cheer, 
song, sermon, lie). 3. Provoke temper of, 
inflame with passion, (is terrible when 
~d). 4. Evoke (feelings). 5. Stir (liquid, 
esp. beer while brewing). 6. (naut.). Haul 
vigorously in, out, up. 7. Cease to sleep, 
become active, (usu. up). 8. n. (mil.). 
II The reveille, [orig. as hunting term, so 
prob. f. AF or OF; orig. unkn. ] 

rouse3 (-z), roose (-z), v.t. Sprinkle 
(herring etc.) with salt in curing, [aphetic 
f. ar rouse f. OF arouser f. pop. L arrosare 
f. LL AD(rorare f. ros roris dew)] 

rous'er (-z-), n. In vbl senses of rouse2; 
esp.: implement for rousing beer; out¬ 
rageous or rousing lie. [-ER1] 

Rousseau'lism (rbbso-), n. (Adherence 
to) views on religion, politics, education, 
etc., of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, French 
author 1712-78. So ~ian, ~isn1, ~an, aa., 
~ist(2), ~ite(1), nn. & aa. [-ism] 

roust'about, n. ’Wharf labourer, deck 
. hand; (Austral., also rouseabout) handy 

man. [f. dial. & U.S. rows( rout out] 
rout1, n., & v.t. 1. Assemblage or com¬ 
pany esp. of revellers or rioters, (law) 
assemblage of three or more persons 
engaged in unlawful act; riot, tumult, 
disturbance, clamour, fuss. 2. (arch.). 
|| Large evening party or reception (~- 
-seat, light bench hired out for ~s). 3. 
Disorderly retreat of defeated army or 
troops (put to ~, utterly defeat). 4. v.t. 
Put to~. [ME, f. OF route, see route] 

rout2, v.i. & t. = root3; also, force or 
fetch out (of bed or from bed or house 
or hiding-place), [var. of root3] 

route (root, mil. freg. rowt), n., & v.t. 
1. Way taken in getting from starting- 
-point to destination; (mil.) marching 
orders (get, give, the ~), column of ~, 
formation of troops on the march, ~- 
■march, training march of battalion etc.; 
en ~ (F; pr. ahn), on the way (is, did it, 
en ~). 2. v.t. Send, forward, direct to 
bo sent, by a certain ~. [ME, f. OF route 
road f. L rupla (via) fern. p.p. of rumpere 
break; see rout 1 ] 

routin|e' (rboten), n. Regular course of 

procedure, unvarying performance of 
certain acts, (theatr.) dancer’s or come¬ 
dian’s act; (attrib.) performed by rule 
(~e duties etc.). Hence ~ism(3), ~ist(2), 

nn., (-en-). [F (prec., -ine4)] 

r5ve\ v.i. & t., & n. 1. Wander without 
settled destination, roam, ramble (roving 
sailor, kinds of creeper), (of eyes) look 
in changing directions; wander over or 
through; roving commission, authority 
given to person(s) conducting an inquiry 
to travel as may be necessary; (angling) 
troll with live bait. 2. n. Act of roving 
(esp. on the ~). [ME ; orig. term in archery 
= shoot at casual mark with range not 
determined; of obsc. orig. ] 

rove2, n., & v.t. 1. Sliver of cotton, wool, 
etc., drawn out & slightly twisted. 2. v.t. 
Form into ~s; hence rov'er1 [-ER1] n. 
[orig. unkn.] 

rove3, n. Small metal plate or ring for 
rivet to pass through & be clinched over, 
[f. ON ro, w. excrescent v) 

rove4. Sec reeve3. 

rov'er2 (for rover1 see rove2), n. 1. (Arch¬ 
ery) mark chosen at undetermined range, 
also mark for long-distance shooting, 
(usu. shoot at ~s); wanderer; (croquet) 
ball that has passed all hoops but not 
pegged out, its owner. 2. Sea robber, 
pirate; senior boy scout. [ME ; (1) f. rove *, 
-er1; (2) f. MDu., MLO rover (roven rob 
cogn. W. REAVE, -ER1)] 

row1 (ro), n. Number of persons or things 
in a more or less straight line (in a ~, ~s, 
so arranged); ~ of houses, street with 
this on one or each side (|| often in street, 
names); -house, terrace-house; || the 
Row, rotten row ; line of seats in theatre 
etc. (in the front, third, etc., ~);~ of plants 
in garden (*a hard ~ to hoe, difficult task). 
[ME raw, row, f. OE *raw, poss. rel. to 
MDu. rie, G reihe] 

row2 (ro), v.i. & t., & n. 1. Propel boat, 
propel (boat), convey (passenger) in boat, 
with oars or sweeps (~ over, walk over in 
boat-race; also with cogn. obj., as ~ a 

race, a few strokes, a fast stroke, 30 to the 
minute); ~ race with; ~ down, overtake 
in ~ing, esp. bumping, race; ~ out, 
exhaust by ~ing (the creiv were completely 
~ed out at the finish); be oarsman of 
specified number in boat (~s 5 in the 
Oxford crew); (of boat) be fitted with (so 
many oars)-, ~-boat, ~ing-boat. 2. n. 
Spell of ~ing, boat-excursion. Hence 
~er! (ro'er) n. [OE rowan, =MDu., MLG 
rojen, ON roa\ cogn. w. rudder, L remus 
oar] 

row3, n., & v.t. (colloq.). 1. Disturbance, 
commotion, noise, dispute, (what ’s tlie~?, 
what is the matter ? ; make, kick up, a ~, 
raise noise, also make protest); shindy, 
free fight, (toww-<fr-GOWN ~); being 
reprimanded (shall get into a ~). 2. v.t. 
Reprimand, rate; ,hence ~'ing1(1) n. 
[si., c. 1800, of unkn. orig.] 

row'an (ro-, row-), n. (8c. & north.). 
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(Scarlet berry’of) mountain ash (also ~- 
-tree). [f. Scand., corresp. to Norw. raun, 
Sw. ron] 

row-de-dow', n. Din, uproar, [imit.] 
rowd'ly, n. & a. Rough & disorderly & 
noisy (person); so ~y-dowdy a. Hence 
~iness, ~yiSM(2), nn., ~yiSH1(2) a. [U.S., 
orig. until.; orig. sense backwoodsman] 

row'el, n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. Spiked revolv¬ 
ing disc at end of spur (vb, urge with 
~). 2. Circular piece of leather etc. with 
hole in centre inserted between horse’s 
skin & flesh to discharge humours (vb, 
insert ~ in). [ME, f. OF ro(u)el f. LL 
rotella f. L rota wheel, -le(2)] 

row'lock (rfd-), n. Pair of thole-pins or 
other contrivance on boat’s gunwale 
serving as fulcrum for oar. [alt. of earlier 
oarlock, OE drloc (oar, lock2), to row2] 

F.ox'burghe (-urn), n. Style of book¬ 
binding with plain leather gilt-lettered 
backs, cloth or paper sides, & leaves with 
untrimmed edges & bottoms. [Duke of 
~ 1740-1804] 

roy'al, a. & n. 1. Of, from, suited to, 
worthy of, belonging to family of, in 
service or under patronage of, a king or 
queen (after its noun in some phrr., as the 
blood ~ family, rhyme 1 ~, princess 

cf. R~ Princess used of any of ~ family; 
~ charter, warrant, etc.; the ~ anger, hands, 
etc., the sovereign’s; 7?~ academy; 7i~ 
air 1 Force; R~ Armoured Corps, armoured 
fighting vehicles and tanks; R~ Army 
ordnance Corps ; R~ Army Service Corps, 
commissariat and transport branch of 
army; 7f~ Artillery; ~ blue, a deep pure 
vivid shade; ~ burgh, holding charter 
from Crown; ~ commission ; 77~ Corps of 
Signals, araiy organization dealing with 
communication in the field; R~ Courts of 
Justice, building in Strand, London, in 
which superior courts of law & appeal are 
held; /i~ Electrical & Mechanical Engi¬ 
neers, instituted in 1942 to do some of the 
work previously done by the R~ Army 
Ordnance Corps & the R~ Army Service 
Corps; R~ Engineers, engineer branch of 
army; ~ evil, = KV$al’s evil ;R~ Exchange, 
building in Cornhill, London, for dealings 
between merchants; Flying Corps, 
now absorbed by Il~ Air Force; R~ 
highness; 7?~ horse1 Artillery, R~ hu¬ 

mane Society, R~ Institution, founded 
1799 for diffusion of scientific knowledge; 
7f~ Irish Constabulary, Imperial semi- 
-military police in Ireland, disbanded 
1921; 7?~ Marine Artillery, R~ Marine 
Light Infantry, now united in 7?~ Marines, 
corps trained for service at sea and on 
land; 77~ Military Academy, formerly 
at Woolwich for Engineer & Artillery 
cadets, R~ Military College, formerly at 
Sandhurst for infantry & cavalry cadets, 
now amalgamated into 7?~ Military Aca¬ 
demy at Sandhurst; R~ Naval A ir Service, 
former naval branch of R~ Air Force; 
R~ Naval Division, military force raised 

in the 1914-18 war from surplus sailors & 
marines; Naval Reserve, drawn from 
mercantile marine; R~ Naval Volunteer 
Reserve, drawn from landsmen used to 
the sea; R~ Navy, ~ oak, in which 
Charles II hid after Worcester; 77~ Ob¬ 
server Corps, civilian organization for 
reporting & tracking aircraft movements 
& radio-active fall-out; ~ road to; R~ 
society; ~ standard, square banner with 
~ arms). 2. Kingly, majestic, stately, 
splendid, first-rate, on great scale, of 
exceptional size etc., (~ magnanimity, 
gave us ~ entertainment; in ~ spirits; had 
a ~ time; battle 1 ~; ~ paper, 24 x 19 in. 
for writing & 25 x 20 for printing; ~ 
octavo etc., folded from this; ~ fern, 
osmund; ~ stag, with head of 12 or more 
points; ~ sail, mast, above topgallant sail 
& mast; ~ arch, degree in freemasonry); 
hence~LY2 adv. 3. n. Member of~ family 
(colloq.); ~ stag; ~ sail or mast; the R~s, 
the R~ Scots, (also) the R~ Marines. 
[ME, f. OF roial f. L regalis (rexking, -al)] 

roy'al list, n. 1. Monarchist, supporter of 
monarchy as an institution or of the 
royal side in civil war etc. (also attrib.). 
2. *Die-hard (esp. in phr. economic ^ist). 
So ~ism(3) n., ~is'tic a. [-1ST ] 

roy'alty, n. 1. Office or dignity or power 
of king or queen, sovereignty; royal per¬ 
sons ; member of royal family (usu. in 
pi.); (usu. in pi.) prerogative(s) or privi- 
lege(s) of the sovereign. 2. Royal right 
(now esp. over minerals) granted by 
sovereign to individual or corporation; 
(hist.) lessee’s payment to land-owner for 
privilege of working mine; sum paid to 
patentee for use of patent or to author 
etc. for each copy of his book etc. sold. 
[ME, f. OF roialte (royal, -ty)] 

II Roy'ston crow (-6), n. Hooded or grey 
crow, [place-name] 

rub1, v.t. & i. (-bb-), & n. 1. Subject to 
friction, slide one’s hand or an object 
along over or up & down the surface of 
(~ one’s hands, each with the other usu. 
in sign of keen satisfaction; ~ shoulders, 
come into contact with other people; ~ 
noses, of some savages & animals, greet 
each other; ~ the wrong way, stroke 
against the grain, irritate or repel as by 
stroking cat upwards). 2. Polish, clean, 
abrade, chafe, make dry, sore, bare, etc., 
by ~bing. 3. Reproduce design of (sepul¬ 
chral brass or stone) by ~bing paper laid 
on it with coloured chalk etc., whence 
~b'lNG1(2) n. 4. Slide (hand, object) 
against or on or over something, (objects) 
together or together, with friction. 5. 
Bring (stain etc.) out, (nap etc., or fig. 
novelty, shyness, etc.) off or away, force 
(liniment etc., or fig. lesson, humiliating 
fact, etc.) in or into, reduce to powder etc., 
force through sieve, bring size or level of 
down, spread (ointment etc.) over, groom 
(horse, oneself) down, freshen or brush 
(tarnished object, or fig. one’s memory, 
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Greek, etc.) up, mix (chocolate, pigment, 
etc.) up into paste, by ~ bing lit. or fig. 
6. Come into or be in sliding contact, 
exercise friction, against or on. 7. (Of 
bowl) be retarded or diverted by un¬ 
evenness of ground, (fig., of person, 
process, etc.) go on, along, through, with 
more or less restraint or difficulty. 8. (Of 
cloth, skin, etc.) get frayed or worn or 
sore or bare with friction. 9. ~-stonc, 
(piece of) stone used for sharpening, 
smoothing, etc. 10. n. Spell of ~bing 
(give it a ~-up, ~-doum, etc.). 11. 
(Bowls) inequality of ground impeding or 
diverting bowl, the being diverted etc. 
by this (prov., those wh-o play at bowls 
must look for ~s); (transf.) impediment or 
difficulty) there's the~, that is the point at 
which doubt or difficulty arises; the ~s 
& worries of life); (golf) ~ of or on the 
green, accidental interference with course 
or position of ball. [ME rubben prob. f. 
LG rubben; orig. unkn.) 

rub2. See rubber2. 

rub-a-dub, n., & v.i. (Make) rolling 
sound of drum, [imit.] 

ruba'to (roobah-), a. & n. (mus.). (Tempo) 
~, time varied for expression. [It., = 
robbed] 

rubb'er1, n., & v.t. In vbl senses; also or 
esp.: masseur or masseuse; Turkish-bath 
attendant; implement used for, part of 
machine operating by, rubbing; caout¬ 
chouc or india-~ (often attrib.; vb, coat 
with ~); superior soft brick that can be 
rubbed down to any desired shape; *(pl.) 
galoshes; *~necfc (si.), gaping sightseer, 
inquisitive person. [-ER1, india-~ sense 
from use in rubbing out pencil-marks] 

rubb'er2, n. Three successive games be¬ 
tween same sides or persons at whist, 
bridge, cribbage, backgammon, etc. 
(have ct ~ of whist etc. or a ~); the ~ (also 
abbr. the rub), winning of two games in 
~, third game when each side has won 
one. [orig. unkn.; as term in bowls from 
c. 1600; in ea rly use often a rubbers] 

rubb'ish, n. & int. Waste material, debris, 
refuse, litter; worthless material or ar¬ 
ticles, trash, (a good riddance of bad ~, 
esp. at departure of person one dislikes), 
absurd ideas or suggestions, nonsense 
(often as excl. of contempt), whence ~y2 
& colloq. in same sense ~Ing, aa. [ME & 
AF rubbous, robous(e), etc.; app. rel. to 
rubble, w. unexpl. diff. ending; orig. 
unkn. ] 

rub'ble, n. Waste fragments of stone, 
brick, etc., from old houses; pieces of un¬ 
dressed stone used, esp. as filling-in, for 
walls; (geol.) loose angular stones etc. as 
covering of some rocks, also water-worn 
stones. Hence rubb'lY2 a. [ME robyl, 
rubel, of unkn. orig.; see prec.] 

•rube (roob), n. (colloq.). Country bump¬ 
kin, hick. [abbr. of Reuben] 

ru'befy, -lfy, (rob-), v.t. Make red ; (med., 
of counter-irritant) stimulate (skin etc.) 

ruck 

to redness, so rubeFA'ciENT (-ashent) a. Sc, 
see -ent(2), n., rubeFAC'iiox n., (roo-). 
[ME, f. OF rubifier f. L rubefacere (rubere 
be red, -fy)] 

ru'bicelle (roo-), n. Orange-red precious 
stone, kind of spinel ruby. [F, prob. dim. 
of rubis or rubace ruby ] 

Ru'bicon (roo-), n., & v.t. 1. The boundary 
by passing which one becomes committed 
to an enterprise (usu. pass or cross the 
~). 2. (r~; in piquet) winning of game 
before opponent has scored 100; (v.t.) 
defeat (opponent) thus, [name of stream 
limiting Caesar’s province & crossed by 
him before war with Pompey] 

ru'bicund (roo-), a. (Of face, complexion, 
or person in these respects) ruddy, high- 
-coloured. Hence ~ity (-un-) n. [f. F 
rubicond or L rubicundus (rubere be 
red)] 

rubld'ium (roo-), n. Soft silvery metallic 
element grouped with caesium, lithium, 
potassium, & sodium. [L rubidus red (w. 
ref. to spectrum lines), -iu>i] 

rubi'ginous (roo-), a. Rust-coloured, [f. 
LL rubiginosus, f. L rubigo -inis rust, 
-ous] 

ru'bious (roo-), a. (poet.). Ruby-coloured. 
[ruby, -ous] 

ru'ble (roo-), n. See rouble. 

ru'bric (roo-), n. 1. Heading of chapter, 
section, etc., also special passage or sen¬ 
tence, written or printed in red or in 
special lettering. 2. Direction for conduct 
of divine service (prop, in red) inserted in 
liturgical book, whence ~al a., ~aiLY2 

adv., rubri'ciAN (-Ishn), ~ism(3), ~ist(2), 

nil., (roo-). 3. (Red-letter entry in) calen¬ 
dar of saints (now rare). [ME, f. OF ru- 
brique or L rubrica (ruber rubr- red) ] 

ru'bricjate (roo-), v.t. Mark with, print 
or write in, red; furnish with rubrics. 
Hence ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [L rubricare, 
-ATE3] 

ru'by (roo-), n. & a., & v.t. 1. Rare 
precious stone (also true or Oriental ~) 
of colour varying from deep crimson or 
purple to pale rose (balas, spinel,stones 
of less value resembling ~; above rubies, 

of inestimable value). 2. (Of) glowing 
purple-tinged red colour. 3. Red pimple 
on nose or face. 4. Red wine; (pugil.) 
blood. 5. A size of type. 6. ~ glass, 

coloured with oxides of copper, iron, 
lead, tin, etc.; ~-to.il, insect of deep 
metallic bluish-green with upper side of 
abdomen bright red (also gold icasp); ~ 
wedding, fortieth anniversary. 7. v.t. 
Dye or tinge ~-colour. [ME, f. OF rubi(s), 

obsc. rel. to L rubeus red] 
ruche (rbosh, & see Ap.), n. Frill or 

quilling of gauze, lace, etc. Hence 
ruchED2 (rbosht) a. [F] 

ruck1, n. Main body of competitors left 
out of the running. [ME ‘stack of fu *!, 
heap, rick ’; app. Scand., = Norw. ruka 

w. same meanings ] 
ruck2, II ruc'kle1, nn., & vv.i. & t. Crease, 

1093 
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wrinkle, (as vb usu. ~ up). [ruck vb f. n., 
f. O N hrukka; ruckle f. ruck, -le(3) ] 

ruc'kle2, v.i., & n. (Make) gurgling sound 
esp. in throat of dying person, [f. Scand. 
(Norw. dial, rukla vb)] 

ru'cksack (ro'b-), n. Bag slung by straps 
from both shoulders & resting on back for 
carrying walker’s or climber’s necessaries. 
[G] 

ruc'tion, n. (si.). Disturbance, tumult, 
row, (there will be ~s, things will not be 
allowed to proceed quietly). [1825, of 
unkn. orig. ] 

rudbeck'ia, n. (Kinds of) composite gar¬ 
den plant of the aster family native to 
N. America, [f. Rudbeck, surname of two 
Swedish botanists (c. 1700), -ia1] 

rudd, n. Freshwater fish resembling 
roach, red-eye. [app. rel. to rud red 
colour] 

rudd'er, n. Broad flat wooden or metal 
piece hinged to vessel’s stern-post for 
steering with, (fig.) guiding principle etc.; 
(brewing) paddle for stirring malt in 
mash-tub; ~-fish, kinds that follow ships. 
Hence ~less a. [OE rothor, MDu., MLG 
roder, OHG ruodar f. Gmc rothra- f. st. of 
ROW2] 

rud'dle, n., & v.t. 1. Red ochre, esp. of 
kind used for marking sheep. 2. v.t. 
Mark or colour (as) with ~. [rel. to obs. 
rud (see rudd)] 

rudd'ock, n. Robin redbreast. [OE rud- 
dv.c, as prec., -ook] 

rudd'ly, a., & v.t. & i. 1. (Of face or its 
owner) freshly or healthily red, rosy, (~?/ 
health, youth, etc., marked by ~iness); 
(of light, fire, sky, object lighted up, etc., 
also in animal names as ~?/ plover, squirrel) 
reddish; II (si.) bloody, damnable; hence 
~Ily2 adv., ~iness n. 2. vb. Make or 
grow ~y. [OE rudig (rud see rudd, -y2)] 

rude (rood), a. 1. Primitive, simple, 
unsophisticated, in natural state, rugged, 
unimproved, uncivilized, uneducated, 
roughly made or contrived or executed, 
coarse, artless, wanting subtlety or 
accuracy, (~ times, men, simplicity, ignor¬ 
ance, chaos; ~ produce, ore; ~ scenery; ~ 
plough, beginnings, methods; ~ path, 
verses, drawing; ~ fare, plenty, ~ writer, 
style', ~ observer, version, classification). 
2. Violent, not gentle, unrestrained, 
startling, sudden, abrupt, (~ passions, 
blast, shock, awakening, reminder). 3. 
Vigorous, hearty, (~ health). 4. Insolent, 
impertinent, offensive, (~ remarks; say ~ 
things; be ~ to, insult). Hence ~'ly 2 adv., 
~'ness, (colloq.) ru'dERY(4), nn., ru'd- 

ISH1(2) a., (rdo-). [ME, f. OF ru(i)de or L 
rvdis] 

Ru'desheimer (rdodgs-hl-), n. A white 
Rhine wine. [G (Rii-)] 

ru'diment (roo-), n. (PI.) elements or 
first principles of or of knowledge or 
some subject; (pi.) imperfect beginning 
of something that will develop or might 
under other conditions have developed. 

ruffle 

(sing.) part or organ imperfectly de¬ 
veloped as having no function_(e.g. the 
breast in males). Hence rudlmen'tAt 
(rare), rudimen'tARY \ aa., (roo-). [F, or 

f. L rudimentum (rude, -ment)] 

rue1 (roo), v.t., & n. 1. Repent of, bitterly 
feel the consequences of, wish undone or 
non-existent, (you shall ~ it; ~ the day, 
hour, etc., when—). 2. n. (arch.). Repen¬ 
tance, dejection at some occurrence, 
whence (in ordinary & esp. joc. use) 
~'ful (roof-) a. (Knight of the ~ful coun¬ 
tenance, Don Quixote), ~'fulLY2 adv., 
~'fulNESS n.; compassion, ruth. [OE 
hreow(an), OS hrewan, OHG hriuw(an)] 

rue2 (roo), n. Perennial evergreen shrub 
with bitter strong-scented leaves formerly 
used in medicine. [ME, f. OF rue f. L 
ruta f. Gk rhute] 

II rue-raddy (roo-), n. Belt or rope passed 
over shoulder to drag something with, 
[orig. unkn. ] 

rufes'cent (roo-), a. (zool. etc.). Reddish. 
[L rufescere (rufus red, -escent) ] 

ruff1, n. 1. Deep projecting frill of several 
folds of linen or muslin starched & 
separately goffered worn round neck esp. 
in 16th c.; projecting or conspicuously 
coloured ring of feathers or hair round 
bird’s or beast’s neck; whence (-)~ed2 
(-ft) a. 2. Kind of domestic pigeon, [peril. 
f. ROUGH; Cf. RUFFLE] 

ruff2, n. (fem. reeve). Bird of sandpiper 
kind of which male has ruff1 & ear-tufts 
in breeding season, [perh. f. prec., but 
that leaves the similarity to the fem. 
reeve2 unexpl. ] 

ruff3, n. Small freshwater fish of perch 
family with prickly scales, [perh. f. 
ROUGH] 

ruff4, n., & v.i. & t. Trmnp(ing) at cards; 
(also cross or double ~) state of game in 
which partners out of different suits give 
each other alternate chances of trumping, 
[perh. f. ruff obs. card-game f. OF roffle, 
ronfle, perh. corrupt, of triomphe triumph, 
cf. TRUMP2] 

ruff'Ian, n. Brutal violent lawless turbu¬ 
lent person, desperado, bully, rough. 
Hence ~ism(2) n., ~ly 1 a., [f. F rufian, 
-en = Pr. & Sp. rufian, f. It. ruffiano] 

ruf'fl|e, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Disturb smooth¬ 
ness or tranquillity of (feathers, hair, 
water, temper or person in regard to it, 
brow; bird ~es up its feathers, in anger or 
to keep off cold; nothing ever ~ed him); 
(of sea, hair, temper, etc.; rare) suffer 
~ing, lose smoothness or calmness; 
swagger about, behave arrogantly or 
quarrelsomely, whence ~er1 n. 2. n. 
Perturbation, bustle, (rare; without ~e 
or excitement)', rippling effect on water; 
ornamental gathered or goffered frill of 
lace etc. worn at opening of garment esp. 
about wrist or breast or neck, ruff1 of 
bird etc., whence ~ed2 (-feld) a.; (now 
rare)a contention, dispute; (mil.) vibrat¬ 
ing drum-beat. [ME, of unkn. orig.] 
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ru fjous (roo-), a. (chiefly nat.-hist.). Red¬ 
dish-brown. So ~i-, ~o-, comb, forms. 
[L rufus, -ous] 

rug, n. 1. Large wrap or coverlet of thick 
woollen stuff. 2. Floor-mat of shaggy 
material or thick pile, esp. (often hearth- 
~) laid down before fireplace, [perh. f. 
Scand. (Norw. dial, rugga coverlet, Sw. 
rugg ruffled hair)] 

Rugbei'an (-bean), n. & a. (Member) of 
Rugby School. 

Rug'by, r-, n. ~ football or ~, also 
rugg'Eit1 (-g-) n. (si.), one of the two chief 
forms of football, distinguished from 
Association or soccer esp. by players’ 
being permitted to carry the ball & to 
hold opponent doing this; ~ Union, of 
clubs using ~ football rules. [~ school] 

rugg'ed (-g-), a. Of rough uneven sur¬ 
face (~ bark; ~ ground, country, full of 
abrupt ups & downs, craggy, wooded, 
etc.; ~ features, strongly marked, of ir¬ 
regular outline); unsoftened, unpolished, 
lacking gentleness or refinement, harsh 
in sound, austere, unbending, involving 
hardship, (~ manners, grandeur, indivi¬ 
dualist, kindness, honesty, character, verse, 
times, life); robust, sturdy. Hence ~ly2 
adv., ~ness n. [ME, prob. f. Scand.; cf. 
RUG, & Sw. rugga roughen] 

rugger. See rugby. 
rugose' (roo-), a. (chiefly nat.-hist.). 
Wrinkled, corrugated. Hence or cogn. 
~ly2 adv., ru'gATE2, ru'gous, aa., 
rugos'iTY n., (roo-). [f. L rugosus (ruga 
wrinkle, -ose1)] 

ru'in (roo-), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Downfall or 
fallen or wrecked or impaired state, lit. (of 
building or structure; the crash of ~; 
tumble, lie, lay, in ~) or fig. (the ~ of my 
hopes; bring to~, complete loss of property 
or position; dates her ~ from his arrival; 
rack1 & ~); (often pi.) what remains of 
building, town, structure, etc., or fig. of 
person, that has suffered ~ (the ~s of 
Rome, remains of ancient Rome or of the 
Roman imperial system; is but the ~ of 
ivhat he was; lies in ~s; is a ~ ; lives in an 
old~); what causes ~, destroying agency, 
havoc, (will be the ~ of us; blue 1 ~; 
rapine & red <~), so [f. obs. ruinate vb] 
ruinA'TiON (roo-) n. 2. vb. Reduce (place) 
to ~s (esp. in p.p.); bring to ~ (her extra¬ 
vagance ~ed him; so ~ oneself; ~ girl, 
seduce her; ~ one’s new hat, prospects); 
(poet.) fall headlong or with a crash. [ME; 
(1) f. OF ruine f. L mina (ruere fall, -ine4) ; 
(2) f. F miner or med. L ruinare ] 

ru'inous (roo-), a. In ruins, dilapidated; 
bringing ruin, disastrous, (~ folly, ex¬ 
pense), whence ~ly2 adv. Hence ~ness 

n. [ME, f. OF ruineux or L ruinosus 
(prec., -ose1)] 

rule (rool), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Principle to 
which action or procedure conforms or is 
bound or intended to conform, dominant 
custom, canon, test, standard, normal 
state of things, (deduce ~s of action; the 

of decorum, cricket, etc.; ~ of the 
ROAD1; there was a ~ that —; standing ~, 
made by corporation to govern its pro¬ 
cedure ; ~ of thumb, based on experience 
or practice, not theory, often —of-thumb 
attrib.; ~ of three, method of finding 
number that bears same ratio to one 
given a3 exists between two others given, 
also attrib., as —of-three sum; golden ~; 
by~,in regulation manner, mechanically; 
work2 to ~; hard & fast ~, rigid formula; 
exception proves ~; large families are the 
exception <£• not the ~; as a usually, 
more often than not). 2. Sway, govern¬ 
ment, dominion, (bear ~, hold sway; 
under British ~; the ~ of force; entrusted 
with the ~ of half the tribe). 3. (eccl.). Code 
of discipline observed by religious order. 
4. (law). Order made by judge or court w. 
ref. to particular case only (~ nisi; ~ 
absolute, making ~ nisi no longer con¬ 
tingent). 5. (hist.). The ~s, limited area 
outside Fleet & King’s-Bench prisons in 
which prisoners were allowed to live on 
certain terms. 6. Graduated often jointed 
straight measure used by carpenters etc. 
(often foot-~, 2 ft ~, etc.); slide1—-. 
7. (print.). Thin slip of metal for separat¬ 
ing headings, columns, etc., also short 
(en ~) or long (em ~) dash in punctuation 
etc. 8. ~-joint, of kind usual in jointed 
carpenter’s ~; hence '--'less (rdol-1-) a. 
9. vb. Exercise sway or decisive influence 
over, keep under control, curb, (person, 
conduct, one’s passions; ruling passion., 
motive that habitually directs one’s 
actions); (pass.) consent to follow advice, 
be guided by. 10. Be the ruler(s) or have 
the sovereign control of or over, bear~, (~ 
the roast; -~s over many millions; kings 
should ~ by love). 11. (Of prices, or goods 
etc. in regard to them or to quality etc.) 
have a specified general level, be for the 
most part, (corn, prices, the market, 
high etc.; crops ~ good; mling prices, 
those current). 12. Give judicial or 
authoritative decision (usu. that; also ~ 
person or thing out of order; ~ out, 
exclude, pronounce, irrelevant or ineli¬ 
gible), whence ru'liN'G l(2) (roo-) n. 13. 
Make parallel lines across (paper), make 
(straight line), with ruler or mechanical 
help. [ME, f. OF riule(r) f. L regula, LL 
regulare, see regular] 

ru'ler (roo-), n. 1. Person or thing bearing 
(esp. sovereign) rule (often of), whence 
*—'Ship n. 2. Straight strip or cylinder 
of wood or metal or plastic material used 
in ruling paper or lines. [ME; -er1 ] 

II rull'ey, rol-, n. (pi. ~s). Flat four- 
-wheeled dray, lorry, [orig. unkn. ] 

rum1, n. 1. Spirit distilled from sugar¬ 
cane; —shrub2. 2. ’Any intoxicating 
liquor (usu. with hostile sense); *~-1 
-runner (colloq.), smuggler of intoxicants, 
or ship engaged in the traffic; row 
(colloq.), position outside the prohibited 
area taken up by —running vessels. 
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[c. 1650, perh. abbr. of contemporary 
forms rumbullion, rumbustion; orig. 
unkn.] 

rum2, rumm'y1, aa. (si.). Odd, strange, 
queer; ~ customer, (esp.) person or animal 
that is dangerous to meddle with; ~ start 
(si.), surprising occurrence. Hence rum- 
ly2, rumm'iLY2, advv., rum'NESS, 

rumm'iNBSS, nn. [16th-c. cant, orig. 
= fine, spirited, perh. var. of ROM; 
-y2] 

Ruman'ian (roo-), a. & n. See Romanian. 

Rumansh. See romansh. 
rum'ba (or roo-), n. Cuban Negro dance; 
ballroom dance imitative of this. [Sp. ] 

rum'ble1, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Make sound 
(as) of thunder, earthquake, heavy cart, 
air in the bowels, etc.; go along, by, etc., 
making or in vehicles making such 
sound; utter, say out, give forth, with 
such sound. 2. n. Rumbling sound; hind 
part of carriage arranged as extra seat or 
for luggage; -—tumble, lumbering vehicle, 
rough motion. [ME romble, prob. f. MDu. 
rommelen (imit.)] 

II rum'ble2, v.t. (sh). Get to the bottom 
of, see through, detect, [orig. unkn.] 

rumbus'tious, a. (colloq.). Boisterous, 
uproarious, [prob. var. of robustious] 

Rumeliote. See r(o)umeliote. 
ru'men (roo-), n. Ruminant’s first stom¬ 

ach. [L, = throat] 
ru'minant (roo-), n. & a. 1. Animal that 
chews cud. 2. adj. Belonging to the ~s; 
contemplative, given to or engaged in 
meditation, [foil., -ant] 

ru'minjate (roo-), v.i. & t. Chew the cud; 
meditate, ponder, (i., rarely t.; often over, 
about, of, on), whence or cogn. ~ative a., 
~ativeLY2 adv., ~atOR n. So ~a'tion 

(roo-) n. [f. L ruminari (rumen), -ate3] 

rumm'agje, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Ransack 
(ship, house, pockets, records, book), 
make search in or in, make search; fish 
out or up from among other things; dis¬ 
arrange, throw about, in searching. 2. n. 
Things got by ~ing, miscellaneous accu¬ 
mulation; ~ing, search (esp. of ship by 

[ Customs officer); ~e sale, clearance sale 
of unclaimed articles at docks etc., sale of 
odds & ends contributed to raise money 
for charity bazaar, [n. in mod. senses f. 
vb ; vb (16th o.) f. n. in obs. sense arrang¬ 
ing of casks etc. in hold, f. F arrumage (now 
arri-) f. arrumer to stow] 

rumm'er, n. Large drinking-glass, [f. 
WFlem. rummer or Du. roemer (= G romer) 
f. roemen extol, boast] 

rummy1. See rum2. 

rumm'y2, n. Simple card game resem¬ 
bling coon-can, played with two packs, 
[orig. unkn. ] 

rumour (rdom'er), n., & v.t. 1. General 
talk, report, or hearsay, of doubtful accu¬ 
racy ; a or the current but unverified state¬ 
ment or assertion (often that, of). 2. v.t. 
(usu. in pass.). Report by way of ~ (it is 
~ed that—; he is ~ed to be etc.; the ~ed 

disaster). [ME, f. OF, f. L rumorem nom. 
-or] 

rump, n. 1. Tail-end, posterior, buttocks, 
of beast or bird or rarely of person, whence 
(of tailless fowl) ~'I.ESS a. 2. Small or 
contemptible remnant of a parliament or 
similar body, esp. the R~ (hist.), that of 
Long Parliament either after its restora¬ 
tion 1659 or from Pride’s Purge 1648 to its 
first dissolution 1653. 3. ~ steak, cut from 
ox’s ~. [ME, prob. f. Scand.; cf. MDa. 
rumpe, MSw. & Norw. rumpa] 

rum'ple, v.t. Wrinkle, crease, tousle, dis¬ 
order, (fabric, leaves, garment, hair, etc.), 
[f. obs. rumple n. (f. MDu.), or MDu. 
rompelen, MLG rumpelen] 

rum'pus, n. (sh). Disturbance, brawl, 
row, uproar, [prob. fanciful] 

II rum'py, n. Manx tailless cat. [rump, 
-Y 2 ] 

rum'-tum', n. Light sculling-boat on 
lower Thames, [fanciful ] 

run1, v.i. & t. (ran, run\ p.p. rarely as 
-ed l(2), as a fresh-~ salmon). I. General 
senses. 1. (Of men) progress by advancing 
each foot alternately never having both 
on ground at once (cf. walk 1; ~ning 
jump, in which jumper ~s to the take- 
-olf); (of animals) go at quicker than 
walking pace, amble, trot, canter, gallop, 
etc. 2. (Start to) cross cricket pitch to 
score run. 3. Flee, abscond, (chiefly now 
in ~ for it, cut & ~ si.; ~ning fight, naut., 
kept up by retreating ship or fleet with 
pursuer). 4. Go or travel hurriedly, 
precipitately, etc. (~ to meet one’s troubles, 
anticipate them; ~ riot ; ~ to help an¬ 
other ; ~ over or down or up, to place for 
flying visit; he who ~s may read, said of 
easily intelligible exposition etc.). 5. Be 
allowed to grow or stray wild. 6. Com¬ 
pete in or in race (~ second etc., come 
in so); seek election etc. (for parliament, 
president, etc.). 7. (Of fish, ship, etc.) go 
straight & fast (a ~ning whale; salmon 
~, go up river from sea; ship before 
the wind, into port, ashore, on the rocks, 
foul of or aboard another). 8. Advance 
(as) by rolling or on wheels, spin round or 
along, revolve (as) on axle, go with sliding 
or smooth or continuous or easy motion, 
be in action, work freely, be current or 
operative, (ball, carriage, wheel, spindle, 
sledge, time, ~s; rope ~s in pulley, his 
life smoothly, ~ning knot, that slips 
along rope & enlarges or diminishes ~ning 
noose; ~ing hand, writing in which pen 
etc. is not lifted after each letter; how 
your tongue ~s.', how incessantly you 
talk!; verse~s, is smooth; txine~sinhead, 
seems to be heard over & over again; 
lease, contract, ~s for seven etc. years', 
play ran 100 nights, was kept on stage; 
courage ~s in the family, is found in all 
members of it; the works have ceased — 
niny, place where writs do not ~, are not 
valid or respected). 9. (Of public convey¬ 
ance by land or water) ply (from, to, 
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between); (of fire, news, enthusiasm, etc.) 
spread rapidly from point to point (news 
ran like wildfire; a cheer ran down the line; 
~ning fire, successive shots from different 
points). 10. (Of colour in fabric) spread 
from the dyed to the undyed parts, (of 
ink) spread beyond proper place. 11. (Of 
thought, eye, memory, etc.) pass in 
transitory or cursory way (thoughts ~ 
through one’s head; eyes ~ over object; 
~ning commentary, touching on a point 
here & there, broadcast report by eye¬ 
witness of ceremonial, sporting event, 
etc.; ~ back over the past, survey it sum¬ 
marily). 12. (Of liquid, grain, sand, etc., 
also of vessel containing or object emit¬ 
ting etc., & fig.) flow, be wet, drip, flow 
with, (till the blood ran; ran blood; 
fountains ~ wine; is ~ning icith oil; tide 
~s strong; river ~s clear, thick; feeling ran 
h igh ; one’s blood ~s cold, he is horrified; 
the sands are ~ning out, time of grace etc. 
is nearly up; ~ning sore, suppurating; 
nose, eyes, ~, drop mucus or tears; ~ at 
the nose; ~ with sweat; ~ dry, cease to 
flow, be exhausted; ~ low, short, become 
scanty; candle ~s, gutters). 13. Extend, 
be continuous, have a certain course or 
order, progress, proceed, have a tendency 
or common characteristic or average 
price or level, (fence ~s round the house; 
~ning headline, head, or title, repeated 
or different heading of page; whereof the 
memory of man ~neth not to the contrary, 
phr. applied to immemorial tradition 
or custom; ~ning account, = current ac¬ 

count2; road at right angles to, along, 
the ridge; story, title, document, ~s in these 
words; must not ~ to extremes; to 
sentiment; our pears ~ big this year, are so 
for the most part; prices ~ high; oats — 
41 lb. to the bushel); (in part., placed after 
pi. n.) following each other without 
interval, in succession, (happened three 
days, hit the bull’s-eye seven times, ~ning). 
14. (With cogn. obj.) pursue, follow, 
traverse, cover, make way swiftly through 
or over, wander about in, perform, essay 
or be exposed or submit to, (course, way, 
race, a mile, run at cricket; things must ~ 
their course, be left to themselves; ~ a 
scent, follow it up; ~ the streets, be street 
arab ; ~ errands, messages, be a messenger; 
the Derby was ~ in a snoiv-storm; ~ the 
GAUNTLET2; ~ risks ; ~s a chance of being, 
may be; ~ rapids, shoot them; ~ croquet- 
-hoop, send ball clear through it; ~ 
blockade *). 15. Sew (fabric) slightly. 
16. Chase, hunt, have ~ning race with, 
(~ fox five miles; ~ to earth, chase to 
its lair, & often fig. = discover after long 
search; will ~ you for £00 a side; ~ one 
hard or close, press him severely in race, 
competition, or comparative merit etc.). 
17. (In causative senses) make ~ or go (~ 
cattle etc., turn out to graze; ~ brandy 
etc., smuggle it in by evading coastguard 
etc.; ~ ship aground, to New York; ~ boat 

down to the water; ~ train through; ~ 
one’s head against; ~ cart into wall; ~ 
sword, pin, into; ~ one’s hand, eye, along, 
down, over, something; ~ rope through 
eyelet; ~ coach, steamer, business, person, 
keep them going, manage them, conduct 
their operations; ~ the show, si., dominate 
in an undertaking etc.; ~ horse, send 
him in for race, so ~ candidate; ~ metal 
into mould; ~ the water off; ~ parallel, 
simile, etc., too far; ran his fingers, comb, 
through his hair; ~ thing fine, leave very 
little margin of time or amount concern¬ 
ing it). 18. Allow (account, bill) to 
accumulate for some time before paying. 
19. about, (a.) roving, (n.) light motor- 
-car; ~'away n. & a., fugitive, bolting 
(horse), ~away match or marriage, after 
elopement, ~away ring or knock, given at 
door by practical joker who immediately 
makes off. II. With prepp. 1. ~ across, 
fall in with. 2. ~ after, pursue with 
attentions, seek society of, give much 
time to (pursuit etc.). 3. ~ against, fall in 
with. 4. ~ at, assail by charging or rush¬ 
ing. 5. ~ in (incur) debt. 6. ~ into, fall 
into (practice, absurdity, etc.), be con¬ 
tinuous or coalesce with, have collision 
with, reach or attain (some length, five 
editions, etc.). 7. ~ on, be concerned with 
(talk, mind, ~s on a subject). 8. ~ over, 
review, glance over, peruse, recapitulate; 
touch (notes of piano etc.) in quick suc¬ 
cession ; (of vehicle) pass over (prostrate 
person). 9. ~ through, examine cursorily, 
peruse, deal successively with; consume 
(estate etc.) by reckless or quick spending, 
pervade. 10. ~ to, reach (amount, num¬ 
ber, etc.); have money or ability or (of 
money etc.) be enough for (some expense 
or undertaking); fall into (ruin); (of 
plants) tend to develop chiefly (seed); (of 
persons) indulge inclination towards 
(coarseness etc.). 11 .~upon., (of thoughts 
etc.) be engrossed by, dwell on; (of person) 
encounter suddenly. III. With advv. 
1. ~ about, bustle, hurry from one person 
etc. to another, (esp. of children) play or 
wander without restraint. 2. ~ away, flee, 
abscond, elope; (of horse) bolt, (of horse 
or person) get clear away from competitors 
in race. 3. ~ away with, carry off (per¬ 
son, stolen property, etc.); accept (notion) 
hastily; (of expense etc.) consume (money 
etc.); (of horse etc.) bolt with (rider, car¬ 
riage or its occupants). 4. ~ down, (of 
clock etc.) stop for want of winding; (of 
person or his health etc.) become en¬ 
feebled from overwork, poor feeding, etc. 
(also in p.p. as is, feels, much ~ down); 
knock down or collide with (person, ship, 
etc.); overtake (game, person) in pursuit, 
discover after search; disparage. 5. ~ in, 
(of combatant) rush to close quarters; 
(rugby footb.) carry ball over opponents’ 
goal-line & touch it down; pay short visit 
(to person or house); (colloq.) arrest & 
take to prison; (colloq.) secure election 
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of (candidate); bring (new machinery) 
into good working order by ~ning it. 
6. ~ off, flee, flow away, digress suddenly; 
write or recite (poem, list, etc.) fluently; 
drain (liquid) off; decide (race) after tie 
or trial heats. 7. ~ on, be joined together 
(of written characters); continue in 
operation; elapse; speak volubly, talk 
incessantly; (print.) begin (t. & i. of 
sentence etc.) in same line as what pre¬ 
cedes. 8. ~ out, come to an end (of period, 
also of stock of something or its owner; 
~ out of, exhaust one’s stock of); escape 
from containing vessel; advance from 
block to hit ball in cricket; pass or be 
paid out (of rope); jut out; come out of 
contest in specified position etc. or com¬ 
plete required score etc.; complete (race); 
advance (gun etc.) so as to project; put 
down wicket of (batsman while ~ning); 
exhaust oneself by ~ning. 9. ~ over, over¬ 
flow (of vessel or contents); recapitulate, 
review, glance over. 10. ~ through, pierce 
with sword etc.; draw line through 
(written words). 11. ~ up, grow quickly, 
rise in price, amount to; be runner-up ; 
accumulate (number, sum, debt) quickly; 
force (rival bidder) to bid higher, force up 
(price or commodity in that respect); 
erect (wall, house) to great height or in 
unsubstantial or hurried way; add up 
(column of figures). [ OE rare rinnan (usu. 
metath. iman) intr., & sernan, earnan 
(metath. f. *rennan) trans., f. Gmc 
*rinnan & "rannjan; ME rinne, renne 
prob. f. ON] 

run2, n. 1. Act or spell of RUN’ning (have a 
~ for one’s money, get some enjoyment 
etc. out of expenditure or effort, orig. w. 
ref. to scratching of horse after bets; had 
a good ~, esp. in hunting or on ship, 
train, etc.; on the ~, fleeing, also bustling 
about; at a ~, running; a ~ on the Con¬ 
tinent, to Paris, etc., short excursion or 
visit); distance travelled by ship in speci¬ 
fic time (usu. 24 hours). 2. (crick.). 
Traversing of pitch by both batsmen 
without either’s being put out, point 
scored thus or otherwise. 3. Rhythmical 
motion, way things tend to move, direc¬ 
tion, (cannot get the ~ of the metre, or of 
some process or operation, see how it 
goes; the ~ of the market was against us; 
the ~ of the hills is NW.). 4. Rapid fall 
(come down with a ~, of building etc., 
person, mercury in barometer etc., prices, 
etc.). 5. (mus.). Rapid scale passage. 
6. Continuous stretch or spell or course, 
long series or succession, general demand, 
(a 500 ft ~ of pipe; a long ~ of power, 
office-, a ~ of luck-, in the long1 ~; a ~ 
on the bank, sudden demand from many 
customers for immediate payment; ~ 
on rubber, book, etc., great demand for 
it; so book etc. has a considerable ~; ~ on 
the red in rouge-et-noir, its coming many 
times running; play has a ~ of 50 nights, 
a long ~, etc.). 7. Common, general. 

runlet 

average, or ordinary type or class (the 
common ~ of men, average men; ~ of the 
mill or mine, ordinary or average product 
or specimen, not specially selected or 
distributed); class or line of goods; batch 
or drove of animals born or reared to¬ 
gether, shoal of fish in motion. 8. Regular 
track of some animals, enclosure for 
fowls etc., range of pasture (usu. sheep 
etc. -~). 9. Trough for water to run in. 
10. Part of ship’s bottom narrowing 
towards stern. 11. Licence to make free 
use of (allowed him the ~ of their books, 
house; the ~ of one’s teeth, free board). 
12. (Of aircraft) flight on a straight and 
even course at a constant speed before 
or while dropping bombs (also -—in or 
~-up). 13. ~-down, reduction in numbers 
esp. of armed forces by demobilization; 
~-in, act of running in (see prec.) at 
football, see also sense 12; —off, deciding 
race after dead heat; —up, race between 
greyhounds up to hare’s first turn, see also 
sense 12. [f. prec.] 

run'agate, n. (arch.). Vagabond, [as- 
sim. of renegade to run & obs. agate 
away] 

run'cihle spoon, n. Kind of fork with 
three broad prongs, one with a cutting 
edge, and hollowed out like a spoon. 
[runcible, nonsense word of Edward Lear 
(d. 1888), spoon1] 

run'cinate, a. (bot.). Saw-toothed, with 
lobes curved towards base. [L runcina 
plane (formerly taken to mean saw), -ate 2) 

I! run'dale, n. Joint occupation of (esp. 
Irish) land, each holder having several 
strips not contiguous. [RUN1, obs. dale 
north, var. of dole1] 

rune (roon), n. 1. Any letter of earliest 
Teutonic alphabet used esp. by Scandi¬ 
navians & Anglo-Saxons, dating from as 
early as 2nd c. & formed by modifying 
Roman or Greek characters to suit carv¬ 
ing ; similar mark of mysterious or magic 
significance. 2. (Division of) Finnish 
poem. 3. —staff, magic wand inscribed 
with ~s, also runic calendar, [f. ON & 
Icel. rim, cogn. w. OE run, OS, OHG, 
Goth, runa; see round5]] 

rung1, n. Short stick attached at each 
end as rail, spoke, or cross-bar in chair 
etc. or esp. in ladder (often fig., as the 
lowest, topmost, ~ of Fortune's ladder). 
Hence~ED2(-gd),~'LESS, aa. [OE hrung, 
= MLG runge, Goth, hrugga ] 

rung2. See ring2. 

ru'nic (roo-), a. & n. 1. Of, in, marked 
with, runes; (of poetry etc.) of the ancient- 
-Scandinavian type; (of ornament) inter¬ 
lacing as on ~ monuments & metal-work. 
2. n. ~ inscription; kinds of moth; (print.) 
ornamental type of thick face & con¬ 
densed form. [-IC] 

run'let1, n. (arch.). Cask of varying size 
for wine etc. [f. OF rondelet dim. of 
rondelle dim. of ronde (round1)] 

run'let2, n. Small stream, [run2,-let] 
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runn'el, n. Brook, rill; gutter, [later 
form (after run) of rinel, OK rynel (run1, 
-le(1))] 

runn'er, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
1. Messenger, scout, collector, or agent 
for bank etc., tout; (hist., esp. bow- 

-street ~) police-officer. 2. The bird 
water-rail. 3. = blockade1—. 4. Revolv¬ 
ing millstone. 5. (naut.). Rope in single 
block with one end round tackle-block 
& other having hook. 6. Creeping stem 
that issues from main stem of strawberry 
etc. & takes root; (also ~ bean) kinds of 
twining bean, esp. scarlet 7. Ring etc. 
that slides on rod, strap, etc.; one of the 
long pieces of wood etc. on which sledge 
etc. slides, (blade of) fen ; groove or 
rod for thing to slide along; roller for 
moving heavy article. 8. ~-wp, dog 
beaten only in final heat at coursing, com¬ 
petitor similarly beaten at golf etc. [ME ; 
-ER1] 

runn'ing, n. In vbl senses; esp.: (w. ref. 
to racing) make, take up, the ~, take the 
lead, set the pace, (lit., & fig. of talk etc.), 
in, out of, the ~, (of competitor) with 
good, no, chance of winning; ~-board, 
footboard on either side of a locomotive, 
motor-car, etc.; ~ commentary, oral de¬ 
scription of event(s) in progress; ~ 
powers, right granted by railway to 
another to run trains over its lino, [-ing 1 ] 

II run'rig, n. (Sc.). = rundale. [run1. Sc. 
& north, rig ridge] 

runt, n. Ox or cow of small esp. Scottish- 
-Highland or Welsh breed; large breed of 
domestic pigeon; small pig; weakling or 
undersized person, [orig. unkn.] 

run'way, n. 1. Trail to animals’ watering- 
-place. 2. Incline down which logs are slid. 
3. Gangway (usu. of special kind). 4. 
Specially prepared surface in airfield, for 
taking oil and landing. [RUN1] 

rupee' (roo-), n. Monetary unit; in India 
= 100 Naye Paise; in Pakistan formerly 
= 16 annas; in Ceylon = 100 cents; pi. 
abbr. Rs; Jlx, tens of ~s, in statistics etc, 
[f. Hind, rupiyah f. Skr. rupya wrought 
silver ] 

rup'ture, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Breach of 
harmonious relations, disagreement & 
parting; (path.) tumour formed by pro¬ 
trusion of part of an organ through 
breach in wall of containing cavity esp. 
in abdomen, hernia; breaking, breach. 
2. vb. Burst, break, (cell, vessel, mem¬ 
brane) ; sever (connexion, marriage, etc.); 
affect with hernia; suffer ~. [ME, f. OF, 
or f. L ruptura (rumpere rupt- break, 
-ure) ] 

rur'al (roor-), a. In, of, suggesting, the 
country (opp. urban), pastoral or agri¬ 
cultural, (~ dean1; in ~ seclusion; ~ 
policeman, constituency, sports, etc.), 

i- Hence rural'iTY n., ~ize(2, 3) v.i. & t., 
? ~Iza'tion n., ~ly2 adv. [ME f. OF, or f. 
• LL ruralis (rus ruris country, -al)] 
ruridecan'al (roor-; also -duk'a-), a. Of 

rush 

rural dean1 or deanery. [L rus (prec.), 

-I-]_ _ 
Ruritan'lia (roor-),n. Imaginary Central- 
-European kingdom, the novelist’s and 
dramatist’s locale for court romances in 
a modern setting; hence ~ian a. & n. 
[scene of Anthony Hope’s novel The 
Prisoner of Zenda (1894) ] 

ru'sa (roo-), n. Largo E.-Ind. deer. 
[Malay] 

ruse (rdoz, & see Ap.), n. Stratagem, feint, 
trick. [ME, f. OF, f. ruser, see rush2] 

rus6 (see Ap.), a. (fern. -ee). Given to 
ruses, sly, cunning, (of person, procedure, 
look, etc.). [F] 

rush1, n., & v.t. 1. Marsh or waterside 
plant with naked slender tapering pith- 
-filled stems (prop, leaves) formerly used 
for strewing floors & still for making 
chair-bottoms & plaiting baskets etc., 
a stem of this, (collect.) ~es as a material; 
thing of no value (don’t care, not worth, 
a ~). 2. II ~-bearing, annual northern 
festival on occasion of carrying ~es & 
garlands to strew floor & decorate walls 
of church; ~ candle, made by dipping 
pith of a ~ in tallow; light, ~ candle 
(usu. fig. of feeble glimmer of intelligence, 
scanty information, etc.); ~ ring, made 
of ~(es) formerly used in (esp. mock) 
weddings; hence~'like, ~'y2, aa. 3. v.t. 
Supply (chair-bottom), strew (floor), 
with ~es. [OE rise & rare rysc, corresp. 
to MDu., MLG risch etc. & rusch, MHG 
rusch(e); ult. orig. unkn.] 

rush2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Impel, drag, force, 
carry along, violently & rapidly (~ed 
them into danger, round the sights; ball is 
~ed down the field-, ~ bill through, get it 
hurriedly passed; refuse to be ~ed, insist 
on doing things at one’s own pace). 2. 
(mil.). Take by sudden vehement assault. 
3. Pass (obstacle, stream, fence, etc.) with 
a rapid dash. 4. Swarm upon & take 
possession of (goldfield, platform at 
meeting, etc.). 5. (si.). Charge (customer) 
exorbitant price (they ~ you shockingly, 
~ed us £1 a head). 6. Run precipitately, 
violently, or with great speed, go or resort 
without proper consideration (in)lo, (~ 
into, out of, the room; ~ al, charge; dark 
horse ~ed past the favourite; ~ into ex¬ 
tremes ; ~ into print, write to newspaper, 
publish book, etc.). 7. Flow, fall, spread 
(intr.), roll (intr.), impetuously or fast 
(river ~es past; a ~ing mighty wind; 
avalanches ~ down; blood ~ed to h is face; 
his past life ~ed into his memory). 8. n. 
Act of ~ing, violent or tumultuous ad¬ 
vance, spurt, charge, onslaught, (the ~ of 
the tide; carry the citadel with a ~; a ~ of 
blood to the head; a great ~ of business); 
(cinemat.) first print or preliminary show¬ 
ing of film before cutting; (footb.) com¬ 
bined dash of several players with the 
ball; sudden migration of large numbers 
esp. to new goldfield; strong run on or for 
some commodity; '—hours (at which 
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traffic is busiest). [ME, f. AF russcher, 
= OF re(h)user, rvser; ult. orig. unkn.] 

rusk, ii. Piece of bread pulled or cut from 
loaf & rebaked, [f. Sp. or Port, rosea 
twist, coil, roll of bread ] 

Rusklin'ian, a. & n. After the manner 
or principles, follower, of John Ruskin 
writer on art & social subjects d. 1900. 
So ~inESE' (-ez), ~inESQUE' (-6sk), aa. & 
nn., ~'iniSM(3) n.,~'imzE(2, 3, 4) v.i. & t. 
[-IAN ] 

Russ, n. & a. (.arch.). 1. A Russian; the 
Russian language. 2. adj. Russian. 
Hence ~'iFY v.t., ~iwCA'TlON n., ~'o- 
comb. forin,~'oi‘HiLn. &a.,~6ph'iliSM(3) 
n., ~'ophobe n. & a., ~oPH0li'iA n. [f. 
Russ. Rusi Russian people or country] 

Russ'ell (cord), n. Ribbed fabric of cot¬ 
ton & wool used for scholastic gowns etc. 
[orig. unkn. ] 

russ'et, n. & a. 1. (Hist.) coarse home- 
spun reddish-brown or grey cloth worn by 
peasants; reddish brown; kind of rough- 
-skinned ~-coloured apple. 2. adj. Red¬ 
dish -brown (also ~Y2 a.); (arch.) rustic, 
homely, simple. [ME, f. OF rousset (rous 
red f. L missus, -et1)] 

Ru'ssia (lea'ther) (-sha; 16dh-), n. Dur¬ 
able bookbinding leather from skins im¬ 
pregnated with birch-bark oil. [Russia] 

Ru'ssian (-shn), n. & a. 1. Native, 
language, of Russia. 2. adj. Of or from 
Russia (~ boots, loosely enclosing calf); of 
or in ~ ; hence ~ize(3) (-sha-) v.t. [f. med. 
L Rvssianus (prec., -AN)] 

Russ'niak, n. & a. (Member, language) of 
the Little Russian or Ruthenian people in 
Galicia, [f. native Rvsnyak] 

rust, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Yellowish-brown 
coating formed on iron or steel by oxida¬ 
tion esp. as effect of moisture & gradually 
corroding the metal, similar coating on 
other metals; (fig.) impaired state due to 
disuse or inactivity, inaction as deterio¬ 
rating influence. 2. (Plant-disease with 
—coloured spots caused by) kinds of 
fungus, blight, brand; hence ~'less a. 
(~less steel, esp. ferro-chromium alloys 
used for stainless cutlery etc.). 3. vb. 
Contract~, undergo oxidation or blight; 
(of bracken etc.) become~-coloured; lose 
quality or efficiency by disuse or inacti¬ 
vity (better wear out than ~ out, exhorta¬ 
tion to maintain activity in old age etc.); 
affect with ~, corrode. [OE rust, = OS, 
OHG rost f. Gmc *rudhs-to-, f. *rudh-, 
cogn. w. RED] 

rus'tic, a. & n. 1. (Now less usual for) 
rural. 2. Having the appearance or 
manners of country-people, character¬ 
istic of peasants, unsophisticated, un¬ 
polished, unrefined, uncouth, clownish. 
3. Of rude or country workmanship (~ 
seat, bridge, work, of untrimmed branches 
or rough timber); (of lettering) irregularly 
formed; (archit.) with rough-hewn or 
roughened surface or with chamfered 
joints (~-work, such masonry); hence or 

cogn. rus tlCALLY, ~ly2 (rare), advv., 
rusti'ciTY n. 4. n. Countryman, peasant. 
[ME, f. L rusticus (rus the country)] 

rus'tic|ate, v.i. & t. 1. Retire to, sojourn 
in, the country, lead a rural life; send 
down temporarily from university as 
punishment; countrify. 2. Mark (mason¬ 
ry) with sunk joints or roughened surface. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [f. L rusticari live in 
the country (prec.), -ate3] 

ru'stlle (-si), v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Give forth) 
sound (as) of dry leaves blown, rain pat¬ 
tering, or silk garments in motion; go 
with ~e (along etc.; ~e in silks, be clad in 
silk); cause to ~e by shaking etc.; hence 
~ingLY2 (-si-) adv. 2. ’(colloq.). Hustle, 
move energetically; steal (cattle or 
horses); hence~ER1(-sl-)n. [ME rusZeZ etc., 
imit.; cf. Flem. ruysselen, Du. ridselen] 

rus't|y \ a. Rusted, affected with rust; of 
antiquated appearance; (of voice) croak¬ 
ing, creaking; stiff with age or disuse, 
antiquated, behind the times, impaired 
by neglect, in need of furbishing, (his 
Greek is a little ~y); (of black clothes) dis¬ 
coloured by age; rust-coloured. Hence 
~il,Y2 adv., ~Iness n. [ME ; -y2] 

rus'ty2, a. Rancid (esp. of bacon), [dial., 
= obs. resty Sc dial, reasty f. OF reste left 
over, stale ] 

rut1, n., & v.t. (-tt-). 1. Track sunk by 
passage of wheels; established mode of 
procedure, beaten track, groove; hence 
~t'Y2 a. 2. v.t. Mark with ~s (usu. in 
p.p.). [16th c., peril, f. OF rote route] 

rut2, n., & v.i. (-tt-). 1. Periodic sexual 
excitement of male deer (also of goat, ram, 
etc.), heat. 2. v.i. Be affected with ~. 
Hence~t'iSH1(l) a. [ME, f. OF, also ruit, 
f. L rugitus -us (rugire roar)] 

ruth (rdoth), n. (arch.). Pity, compassion. 
Hence (mod.) ~'less a., ~'lessLY2 adv., 
~'lessNESS n., (roo-). [ME, f. rue1 vb 
+ -TH 1 ] 

ruthen'ium (roo-), n. Rare metallic ele¬ 
ment of the platinum group, [f. med. 
L Ruthenia Russia (from its discovery in 
the Urals)] 

II rux n. (school si.). Temper, passion, 
-ry, suf., shortened form of -ery (which 

see for numbered meanings), as in chantry 
(ME chaunterie), jewry, bottomry, foundry, 
poultry, jewel(le)ry; occas. also in direct 
formations, as rivalry. 

rye, n. (Grain of) a N.-Europ. cereal used 
for bread in northern Continental coun¬ 
tries & for fodder in U.K.; (also ~ whisky) 
whisky distilled from~. (OE ryge, = ON 
rugr f. Gmc *rugiz; cogn. w. OS roggo, 
OHG rocko] 

rye-grass (rigrahs), n. Kinds of fodder 
grass, [f. obs. ray-grass; orig. unkn.] 

II rye-peck (rip-), n. Ironshod pole for se¬ 
curing punt etc. [orig. unkn.] 

II rym'er, n. One of the posts in weir or 
lock holding paddles, [orig. unkn. ] 

ry'ot, n. Indian peasant, [f. Hind, raiyat 
f. Arab, as Rayah] 
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s 
5 (6s), letter (pi. Ss, S’s). (Also) S-shaped 
object (collar1 of S, Ss, SS, or esses) or 
curve (river makes a great S). 

’s, used for (1, arch.) God’s in 'sblood & 
other oaths; (2, colloq.) is in he’s, she’s, 
it’s. Smith’s, etc.; (3, colloq.) has as in (2), 
esp. before p.p. as he’s done it; (4, colloq.) 
us in let us, as let’s go; (5, colloq.) does, as 
what’s he say about it ? 

Sab(a)e'an (-be-), a. & n. (Native) of 
ancient Yemen; (erron.) = SABiAN. [f. L f. 
Gk Sabaios (Saba f. Arab. Saba’ people of 
Y omen) + -an ] 

Sab'aism, n. Star-worship, [f. Heb. caba 
host, -ISM] 

Sab'aoth, n. pi. Lord of ~ in N.T. & Te 
Deum, Lord of Hosts. [LL, f. Gk f. Heb. 
pl. (prec.)J 

sabbatar'ian, n. & a. 1. Sabbath-keeping 
Jew; Christian who accepts (& inculcates) 
the obligation to observe Sunday strictly 
as sabbath; Christian individual or 
member of sect observing Saturday as 
sabbath, seventh-day baptist etc.; hence 
~ism(3) n. 2. adj. Of ~ tenets, [f. L sab- 
batarius (foil., -ary1) +-an, see -arian] 

sabb'ath, n. 1. (Also ~ day) seventh day 
of week as day of religious rest appointed 
for Israel (—day’s journey, distance Is¬ 
raelite might travel on ~, about § m. 
also transf. easy journey). 2. (Also ~ day) 
Christian Sunday esp. as day of obligat¬ 
ory abstinence from w-ork & play (chiefly 
in Presbyterian, nonconformist, & dis¬ 
tinctively protestant use, or joc.; keep, 
break, the ~; ~-breaker), whence ~less a. 
3. Period of rest. 4. (Usu. witches’ ~) 
general meeting of the devil and witches, 
[f. L sabbatum & OP sab(b)at, f. Gk -ton, 
f. Heb. shabbdth (shdbath to rest)] 

sabbat'icl(al), aa. Of, appropriate to, the 
sabbath (~aZ river, one in Jewish legend 
flowing except on sabbath; ~aZ year, 
seventh year in which Israelites were to 
cease tilling & release debtors & Israelite 
slaves, (also) year’s leave granted to 
university professor etc. for study, travel, 
etc..). Hence~alLY2 adv. [f. F sabbatique 
or LL f. Gk sabbatikos (proc., -ic), -al] 

sabb'atize, -ise (-iz), v.i. & t. Keep the, 
have a, sabbath; make (day) into, keep 
as, a sabbath, [f. LL sabbatizare f. Gk 
sabbatizo (sabbath, -ize)] 

Sabell'ian1, a. & n. (Rom. hist.). (Mem¬ 
ber) of the group of tribes in ancient 
Italy including Sabines, Samnites, Cam¬ 
panians, etc. [f. L Sabelli sabines + 
-ian] 

Sabell'ian2, a. & n. (Holder) of the doc¬ 
trine of Sabellius (3rd c.) that the three 
Divine persons are merely aspects of one, 
[f. LL Sabellianus (-an)] 

Sab'ian, a. & n. 1. (Member) of a sect 
classed in Koran with Moslems, Jews, 
6 Christians, as believers in the true God. 

sac 

2. (erron.). (Adherent) of sabaism. [f. 
Arab, eabi’ +-an] 

sab'icu ( kob), n. Cuban timber-tree; its 
valuable hard durable wood. [Cuban Sp. ] 

Sab'ine, a. & n. (One) of the ~s, ancient 
Italians of central Apennines, [f. L 
Sabinus ] 

sa'ble1, n. Small brown-furred arctic & 
subarctic carnivorous quadruped allied 
to martens; its skin or fur; fine paint- 
-brush made of ~ hair. [ME, f. OF, prob. 
f. Slav., cf. Pol. & Czech sobol] 

sa'ble2, n. & a. 1. Black as a heraldic 
colour; (poet., rhet.) the colour black; 
(poet. & rhet.; pl.) mourning garments, 
whence sa'blED2 (-beld) a. 2. (Also ~ 
antelope) large stout-horned antelope of 
which male is black. 3. adj. (poet. & 
rhet.). Black, dusky, gloomy, dread, (of 
Negro, sky, sea, night. Fate, etc.; his ~ 
Majesty, the devil); hence sab'i/r2 adv. 
[ME, f. OB' (her.), perh. f. prec.] 

sab'ot (-6), n. 1. Shoe hollowed out from 
one piece of wood worn by French lower 
classes; wooden-soled shoe. 2. (mil.). 
Wooden disc riveted to spherical, metal 
cup strapped to conical, projectile; 
(mcch.) shoe or armature of pile, boring- 
-rod, etc. Hence~ed2 (-bod) a. [F, alt. f. 
savate shoe ] 

sab'otage (-ahzh, -Ij), n., & v.t. & i. 1. 
Malicious or wanton destruction, esp. 
doing of damage to plant etc. by work¬ 
men on bad terms with their employers 
(the derailing of the train is attributed to ~ ; 
acts of ~). 2. vb. Commit ~ (on); (fig.) 
destroy, render useless, as ~ a scheme. [F, 
f. saboter (prec., -age)] 

sab'oteur (-t6r), n. One who commits 
sabotage. [F ] 

sa'bre (-er), n., & v.t. 1. Cavalry sv'ord 
wTith curved blade (the ~, military force or 
rule); (in pl., hist.) cavalry unit (cf. rifle), 
cavalry soldier & horse, (had 3,000 ~s); 
copper tool for skimming molten glass; 
~-6iZZ, -wing, kinds of bird; ~-c«Z, blow 
w-ith ~, wound made or scar left by it; 

toothed lion or tiger, extinct mammal 
with long'—shaped upper canines. 2. v.t. 
Cut down or wound with ~. [B\ earlier 
sable f. G sabel f. Pol. szabla or Magyar 
szdblya] 

sa'bretache (-ertash), n. Cavalry officer’s 
satchel on long straps from left of wTaist- 
-belt. [F, f. G sabeltasche (prec., tasche 
pocket)] 

sabreur (sahbrdH), n. Cavalryman with 
sabre, esp. (often beau ~) cavalry officer 
of dashing appearance. [B' ] 

sab'ulous, a. Sandy, of sand, (pedant.); 
(med., of secretions esp. in urinary or¬ 
gans) granular, [f. L sabulosus (sabulum 
sand, -ose1)] 

sabu'rra, n. (med.). Foul granular 
matter deposited in stomach. [L, =sand, 
ballast, cf. prec.] 

sac, n. Baglike membrane-enclosed cav¬ 
ity in animal or vegetable organism; 
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membranous envelope of hernia, cyst, 
tumour, etc.; (of dress) = SACK1. [F, or f. 
L saccus SACK1 ] 

sacc'ate, a. (Bot.) dilated into bag; con¬ 
tained in sac. [f. mod. L saccatus (prec., 
-ATE2)] 

sacc'har[(o)- (-ka-), comb, form of med. L 
f. Gk sakkharon sugar, of many words 
chiefly in scientific use; ~ate'(3), salt 
of saccha'rK acid, a dibasic acid formed 
by the action of nitric acid on dextrose; 
~idb, (now more commonly used in 
chem. for) ~ose; ~if'erous, sugar-bear¬ 
ing; ~iFY, convert (starch) into sugar; 
~iFiCA'TiON; ~?m'eter, instrument for 
testing sugars by polarized light; ~fMi 
etry; ~lN(e) n., intensely sweet sub¬ 
stance got from coal-tar & used to sweeten 
food for the gouty, diabetic, etc.; ~ine 1 
a., sugary, of or containing or like sugar; 
~o-, sugar-&-; ~oid a. (geol.), granular 
like sugar, (n.) sugarhke substance; ~<5- 
m'eter, hydrometer used, esp. in brewing, 
to estimate amount of sugar in solution 
by specific gravity; ~ose 2, ordinary sugar, 
cane-sugar. 

sac'ciform (-ks-), a. Sac-shaped, [sac, 
-FORM ] 

sacc'ulle, n. Small sac or cyst. Hence 
(see -ui-) --ar1, ~ate2, ~ated, aa., na¬ 
tion n. [f. L sacculus (sac, -ule)] 

sa'cerdocy, n. (rare). Sacerdotalism; 
priestly function, [f. L sacerdotium (sa- 
ccrdos -otis priest lit. sacrifice-giver f. 
sacer holy, dare give) ] 

sa'cerdotage, n. (joc.). Sacerdotalism; 
priest-ridden state, [as prec. w. ref. to 
dotage, cf. anecdotage] 

sacerdot'al, a. Of priest(s) or priesthood, 
priestly; (of doctrines etc.) ascribing 
sacrificial functions & supernatural 
powers to ordained priests, claiming 
excessive authority for the priesthood. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ISM(3), ~ist(2), nn., 
~izf.(3) v.t. [ME, f. OF, orf. LL sacerdo- 
lalis as sacerdocy, -al) ] 

s&ch'em, n. Supreme chief of some 
Amer.-Ind. tribes; big-wig, eminent per¬ 
son. [Amer.-Ind.] 

sa'chet (-sha), n. Small perfumed bag; 
(packet of) dry perfume for laying among 
clothes etc. [F, dim. of sac f. L saccms] 

sack1, n., & v.t. 1. Large usu. oblong bag 
for storing & conveying goods usu. open 
at one end & made of coarse flax or hemp 
(give one, get, the ~, dismiss him, be dis¬ 
missed, from service, cf. ‘ On lay a donntl 
son sac, hee hath his pasport given him ’ 
in Cotgrave), whence ~'ing1(3) n.;~ with 
contents (usu. o/; also~'FUL n.); amount 
(of corn, coalT'flour, wool, potatoes, etc.) 
usu. put in~ as unit of measure or weight 
(al 121- the ~). 2. (Of dress; also as 
pseudo-F sacque, sac) kind of lady’s loose 
gown (arch.); pleated silk appendage 
attached to shoulders of dress & falling to 
ground & forming train; man’s or wo¬ 
man’s loose-hanging coat not shaped to 

back. 3. ~'cloth, coarse fabric of flax or 
hemp, ~ing, (fig.) mourning or peni¬ 
tential garb (esp. in~cloth & ashes bibl.); 
~-roce, between competitors tied in ~s 
up to the neck. 4. v.t. Put into —(s); 
(colloq.) give the ~ to, dismiss from ser¬ 
vice; (colloq.) defeat in match or fight. 
[OE sacc f. L f. Gk sakkos f. Heb. saq] 

sack2, v.t., & n. 1. (Of victorious army or 
its commander) plunder, give over to 
plunder, (captured city etc.); (of burglars 
etc.) carry off contents of. 2. n. ~ing of 
captured place. [16th c., f. F sac in phr. 
mettre a sac put to sack, f. It. sacco; vb 
f. n.] 

sack3, n. (hist.). Kinds of white wine 
formerly imported from Spain & the 
Canaries (sherry, Canary, etc., ~; ~ 
;posset, whey, etc., beverages containing it; 
halfpennyworth of bread to intolerable deal 
of •—*, absurd excess of the unessential, w. 
ref. to 1 Henry IV, II. iv. 592). [16th c. 
wyne seek, f. F vin sec dry wine] 

sack'but, n. (Old name for) trombone, 
[f. F saquebute sackbut from 15th c., 
= ONF saquebov.te hook for pulling man 
off horse (saquer pull, boute as butt4)] 

|| sack'less, a. (arch.. Sc. & north.). Inno¬ 
cent (of), harmless, feeble-minded. [OE 
sacleas f. ON saklauss (sake, -less)] 

sacque (sak). See sack1. 
sac'ral, a. (Anat.) of the sacrum; (an- 
thropol.) of or for sacred rites. [SACRUM, 

-AL] 

sac'rament, n., & v.t. 1. Religious cere¬ 
mony or act regarded as outward & 
visible sign of inward & spiritual grace 
(applied by the Eastern, pre-Reforma¬ 
tion Western, & R.-C. Churches to the 
seven rites of baptism, confirmation, the 
eucharist, penance, extreme unction, 
orders, & matrimony; restricted by most 
Protestants to baptism & the eucharist; 
the~, (he~ of the altar, the Blessed ovHoly 
»S'~, the eucharist, also the consecrated 
elements esp. the bread or Host; take, 
receive, the ~ to do or upon, as confirma¬ 
tion of some promise or oath). 2. Thing 
of mysterious & sacred significance, 
sacred influence, symbol, etc. 3. Oath or 
solemn engagement taken. 4. v.t. (esp. 
inp.p.). Bind by oath. [ME, f. OF sacre- 
ment t. L sacramentum military oath, legal 
caution-money, f. sacrare (sacer sacr- 
sacred), -ment, used in Christian L as 
transl. of Gk musterion mystery 1 ] 

sacramen'tal, a. & n. 1. Of (the nature 
of) a or the sacrament, whence ~ity (-;\1-) 
n.; (of doctrine etc.) attaching great im¬ 
portance to the sacraments, whence 
~ism(3), ~ist(2), nn.; hence ~ly2 adv. 2. 
n. Observance analogous to but not 
reckoned among the sacraments, e.g. use 
of holy water or sign of the cross. [ME, f. 
OF, or f. LL sacramentalis (prec., -AL)] 

sacramentar'ian, a. & n. l.(liist.). (Also 
sacrameviary) denying, denier of, the 
Real Presence (as holding that ‘body & 
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blood of Christ’ was used only in a sacra¬ 
mental, i.e. symbolic, sense). 2. Holding 
or involving, holder of, high sacramental 
doctrine, whence ~ism(3) n. [f. med. L 
sacrament(arius -ary1), see -arlan] 

sacrar'ium, n. (pi. -ia). (Rom. ant.) 
shrine, adytum, room of Penates in 
house; (also sanctuary) part of church 
within altar-rails; (R.-C.) piscina. [L 
(sacer sacr- holy, -afjum)] 

sac'red, a. (rarely —est). 1. Consecrated 
or held dear to a deity, dedicated or 
reserved or appropriated to some person 
or purpose; made holy by religious 
association, hallowed, (~ book, writings, 
embodying laws etc. of a religion; ~ 
history, related in Bible; ~ number, 
associated with religious symbolism, e.g. 
7; ~ poetry, music, on religious themes; ~ 
concert, of ~ music; as specific epithet of 
beasts etc. now or once ~ to some god, as 
~ ibis, monkey, beetle). 2. Safeguarded or 
required by religion or reverence or tradi¬ 
tion, indefeasible, inviolable, sacrosanct, 
(His most S— Majesty the King-, the — right 
of insurrection; regards it as a — duty, 
their property, persons, will be held —; no 
place was — from him, from outrage). 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, p.p. of 
obs. sacre consecrate f. OF sacrer f. L 
sacrare (sacer sacr- holy) ] 

sac'rifice, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Slaughter of 
animal or person, surrender of a posses¬ 
sion, as offering to a deity, (fig.) act of 
prayer or thanksgiving or penitence as 
propitiation; what is thus slaughtered or 
surrendered or done, victim, offering; 
(theol.) the Crucifixion, the Eucharist as 
either a propitiatory offering of the body 
& blood of Christ or an act of thanks¬ 
giving. 2. Giving up of thing for the sake 
of another that is higher or more urgent, 
thing thus given up, loss thus entailed, 
(will gain nothing by the — of your prin¬ 
ciples', at some — of regularity, surplus 
stock for sale at a large — ; his health was 
the — demanded of him; the great or last —, 
esp., death for one’s country in war; 
self-~); so sacrifi'ciAL (-shl) a., sacri- 
fi'cialLY2 (-sha-) adv. 3. vb. Offer (as)~ 
(to); give up, treat as secondary or of 
inferior importance, devote, to (has —d 
herself. Tier whole life, her pleasures, to his 
interest; — accuracy to vividness); resign 
oneself to parting with. [ME, f. OF f. L 
sacrificium (sacrificus as prec., -Fie); vb 
f. n.] 

sac'rilege, n. Robbery or profanation 
of sacred building, outrage on consecrated 
person or thing, violation of what is 
sacred. Hence sacrile'gious (-jus; or 
-ij'ws) a., sacrile'giouSLY2 (-jus-) adv., 
sacrile'giST(l) n. (rare). [ME, f. OF f. L 
sacrilegium f. sacrilegus (sacred, legere 
collect) ] 

sac'ring, n. (arch.). Consecration of 
elements in the mass; ordination & con¬ 
secration of bishop, sovereign, etc.; '— 

saddle 

-bell, rung at elevation of Host. [ME, 
f. obs. sacre (sacred), -inq1] 

sac'rist, n. Official keeping sacred vessels 
etc. of religious house or church. [OF 
(_-e), or f. med.L sacrista (sacred, -ist) ] 

sac'ristan, n. Sexton of parish church 
(arch.); = prec. [ME,f.med.LSACRiST<mus 
SEXTON] 

sac'risty, n. Repository for vestments, 
vessels, etc., of a church. [F (-ie), or r. 
med. L sacrislia (sacrist, -ia1)] 

sflc'rosanct, a. (Of person, place, law, 
etc.) secured by religious sanction against 
outrage, inviolable. Hence sScrosanc- 
tiTY n. [f. L sacrosanctus (sacro abl. of 
sacrum sacred rite, saint a.)] 

sac'r|um, n. Composite triangular bone 
of anchylosed vertebrae forming back of 
pelvis. Hence ~al a., ~o- comb. form, 
[f. L os sacrum sacred bone (from sacri¬ 
ficial use) ] 

sad, a. (-dd-). Sorrowful, mournful, show¬ 
ing or causing sorrow, (a —der & a wiser 
man, of one who has had distressing 
experience; in — earnest, seriously); 
(derog., usu. joc.) shocking, deplorably 
bad, incorrigible, (is a — slut, coward, 
etc.; ~ dog, rake, scapegrace; writes — 
stuff)-, (of pastry, bread, etc.) heavy, 
doughy; (of colour) dull, neutral-tinted; 
—-iron, solid flat-iron. Hence-^d'EN3 v.t. 
& i., ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n., ~d'iSH1(2) a. 
[OE seed, OS sad, OHG sal, ON sathr, 
Goth, salhs f. Gmc *sadliaz full, cogn. w. 
L satis] 

sad'dle, n., & v.t. 1. Rider’s seat placed 
on back of horse etc. (usu. concave-shaped 
of leather with side-flaps & girths & stir¬ 
rups) or forming part of bicycle etc. or of 
some agricultural machines (pack1, side, 

-~; in the —, mounted, fig. in office or 
control; put — on right, wrong, horse, 
blame right, wrong, person). 2. Part of 
shaft-horse’s harness that bears shafts. 
3.~-shaped thing, e.g. ridge between two 
summits, support for cable or wire on top 
of suspension-bridge pier or telegraph- 
-pole, joint of mutton or venison consist¬ 
ing of the two loins. 4. —back, (archit.) 
tower roof with two opposite gables, 
~backed hill, kinds of bird (esp. the grey 
crow) & fish, (adj.) ~backed; ~backed, 
with upper outline concave, (archit.) 
having ~back; —-bag, one of pair of bags 
laid across horse behind ~, kind of 
carpeting (in imitation of Eastern ~-bags 
of camels) used in upholstering chairs 
etc.; ~-boiler, of concave form used in 
heating-apparatus; ~-6ou) (-bo), arched 
front of ~ [bow 1 ]; ■—-cloth, laid on horse’s 
back under ~; —fast, firmly seated in 
~; —-horse, for riding; —-pin, by which 
bicycle etc. ~ fits into socket; —-tree, 
frame of ~, also N.-Amer. tulip-tree (with 
~-shaped leaves); hence ~less a. 5. v.t. 
Put ~ on (horse etc.); burden (person) 
with task, responsibility, etc.; put (bur¬ 
den) on or upon (person). [OE sadol, OHG 



saddler 

satal, O N sQthull f. Gmc* sadhulaz; vb f. 
OE sadolian] 

sadd'l|er, n. Maker of or dealer in saddles 
& other equipment for horses ; (mil.) man 
in charge of mounted regiment’s ~ery. 
Hence ~ery(1, 2, 3) n. [-ER1 ] 

Sadd'ucee, n. Member of a Jewish sect or 
party (cf. pharisee, essene) of time of 
Christ that denied resurrection of the 
dead, existence of spirits, & obligation of 
the traditional law. Hence or cogn. 
SadducE'AN a., ~ism(2) n. [f. LL f. Gk 
Saddoukaios f. Heb. Cadduqi prob. = 
descendant of Zadok (2 Sam. viii, 17)] 

sadhu (sah'ddo), n. (India) holy man. 
[Skr., = pious] 

sa'd|lsm (sah-), n. Form of sexual perver¬ 
sion marked by love of cruelty; pleasure 
derived from inflicting or watching 
cruelty. So ~ist(2) n., ~is'tic a. [f. F 
sadisme (Count de Sade 1740-1814, -ism)] 

safa'ri (-ahr-), n. Hunting expedition in 
Africa (esp. in phr. on ~); sportsman’s or 
traveller’s caravan. [Swahili, f. Arab. 
safar journey] 

safe1, n. (Also meat-~) ventilated cup¬ 
board for provisions; fireproof & burglar- 
-proof receptacle for valuables, [orig. 
save, f. save1] 

safe2, a. 1. (Pred., after come, arrive, bring, 
keep, etc.) uninjured ('parcel came ~ ; saw 
them ~ home; often ~ & sound); secure, 
out of or not exposed to danger (from), 
(now we are, can feel, ~; is ~ from his 
enemies). 2. Affording security or not in¬ 
volving danger (put it in o~ place; is it ~ 
to leave him 1; ~ custody, convoy, etc.; err, 
error, on the ~ side, with margin of secu¬ 
rity against risks; dog is not ~ to touch; 
it is ~ to say, may be said without risk 
of exaggeration or falsehood); debarred 
from escaping or doing harm (have got 
him ~). 3. Cautious & unenterprising, 
consistently moderate, that can be 
reckoned on, unfailing, certain to do or 
be, sure to become, (a ~ critic, statesman; 
~ methods; a~ catcii2, winner; is a~ first, 
sure to take a first class; is ~ to win, be 
there); hence ~'ness (-fn-) n. 4. ~ conduct, 
(document conveying) privilege granted 
by sovereign, commander, etc., of being 
protected from arrest or harm on particu¬ 
lar occasion or in district; ~ deposit, 
building containing strong-rooms and 
safes let separately; guard, = ~ conduct, 
(also & usu.) proviso or stipulation or 
quality or circumstance that tends to 
prevent some evil or protect, (v.t.) guard, 
protect, (esp. rights etc.) by precaution 
or stipulation (II ~guarding duties, on 
imports, against competition held to be 
unfair); ~ keeping, custody. Hence 
~'ly2 (-A-) adv. [ME & OF sauf f. L 
salmis ] 

safe'ty ( ft-), n. 1. Being safe, freedom 
from danger or risks, (there is ~ in num¬ 
bers prov.; is in ~; cannot do it with ~; 
play for ~, avoid risks in game or fig.; 

saga 

~ first!, motto inculcating caution). 
2. Safeness, being sure or likely to bring 
no danger, (is the ~ of the experiment 
certain?; factor or coefficient of ~ in 
engineering, ratio of material’s strength 
to strain to be allowed for). 3. (Also ~- 
-catch) contrivance for locking gu n - trigger, 
gun with this. 4. (Also ~-bicycle) bicycle 
of usual low-saddled modern form (opp. 
ordinary). 5. ~-belt, strap securing occu¬ 
pant to seat, in aeroplane, motor-car, etc.; 
~ curtain, fireproof curtain cutting off the 
auditorium in a theatre from the stage; 
~ film, cinematographic film on slow- 
-burning or non-inflammable base (esp. in 
sub-standard sizes); ~ fuse, fuse2 con¬ 
taining a slow-burning composition for 
firing detonators from a distance, (electr.) 
protective fuse1; —--glass, triplex glass; 
~ lamp, miner’s so protected as not to 
ignite fire-damp; ~ match, only igniting 
on prepared surface; ~-pin, with point 
that returns to head & is caught in a guard 
so that wearer may not be pricked nor 
pin come out; ~ razor, kinds with guard 
to prevent cutting skin; ~-valve in steam- 
-boiler, opening automatically to relieve 
excessive pressure, (fig.) means of giving 
harmless vent to excitement etc. (sit on 
the —valve, follow policy of repression). 
[ME, f. OF sauvete f. med. L salvitatem 
(prec., -ty)] 

saff'ian, n. Leather of goatskin or sheep¬ 
skin tanned with sumach & dyed in 
bright colours, [f. Russ, safiyanu] 

saf'flower (-owr), n. A thistle-like plant 
yielding red dye used esp. in rouge; its 
dried petals; the dye made from them, 
[f. Du. saffloer f. OF saffleur f. early It. 
saffiore, orig. unkn.] 

saff'ron, n., a., & v.t. 1. Orange-coloured 
stigmas of the autumnal crocus used for 
colouring & flavouring confectionery & 
liquors (bastard ~, the plant safflower); 
MEADOW ~. 2. adj. & n. ~-colour(ed), 
whence ~ y 2 a.; ~ cake, cake flavoured with 
~, also tablet of pressed ~. 3. v.t. Colour 
with or like [ME, f. OF safran ult. f. 
Arab, za'faran] 

saf'ranin, n. Colouring-matter of saffron; 
yellowish-red coal-tar colour, [prec., -in] 

sag, v.i. & t. (-gg-), & n. 1. Sink or subside 
under weight or pressure; hang sideways, 
be lopsided, (gate, bridge, ~s); have down¬ 
ward bulge or curve in middle (ceiling, 
beam, stretched rope, ladder, ~s), (trans.) 
cause to curve thus; (commerc.) decline 
in price; (of ship) drift from course (esp. 
~ to leeward)-, hence -~g'Y2 (-g-) a. 2. n. 
Amount that rope etc. ~s, distance from 
middle of its curve to straight line be¬ 
tween supports; sinking, subsidence; 
decline in price; (naut.) tendency to lee¬ 
ward. [15th c., app. rel. to MLG sacken, 
Du. zakken subside] 

sa'ga (sah-), n. A medieval Icelandic or 
Norwegian prose narrative, esp. one em¬ 
bodying history of Icelandic family or 
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Norwegian king, (transf.) story of heroic 
achievement or adventure; series of con¬ 
nected books giving the history of a 
family etc. [ON, = narrative, cogn. w. 
SAW2] 

saga'cious (-sh-us), a. Mentally penetrat¬ 
ing, gifted with discernment, practically 
wise, acute-minded, shrewd; (of sayings, 
plans, etc.) showing sagacity; (of animals) 
exceptionally intelligent, seeming to 
reason or deliberate. Hence or cogn. ~ly 2 
adv., sagl'ciTY n. [f. L sagax (sagire dis¬ 
cern acutely), -acious ] 

sag'amore, n. = sachem (1st sense), [f. 
Amer.-Ind. sagamo] 

sage1, n. Aromatic herb with dull greyish- 
-green leaves; its leaves used in cookery 
(~ tfr onions, stuffing used for goose, duck, 
pork, etc.); ~-brush, growth of alkaline 
plants characterizing some sterile dis¬ 
tricts of U.S. (~-cock, -grouse, -hare, etc., 
found in this); ~ cheese, flavoured & 
mottled by addition of —infusion to the 
curd; —green, colour of ~-leaves; ~ tea, 
medicinal infusion of •~-leaves. Hence 
sa'gY2 a. [ME & OF saugc f. L salvia] 

sage2, a. & n. 1. Wise, discreet, judicious, 
having the wisdom of experience, of or 
indicating profound wisdom, (often iron.) 
wise-looking, solemn-faced; hence ~'ey2 
(-jl-) adv.,~'NESS (-jn-) n. 2. n. Profound¬ 
ly wise man (often iron.), esp. any of the 
ancients traditionally reputed wisest of 
their time (the seven ~s, 7 Greeks each 
credited with a notable saying); hence 
'--''ship (-jsh-) n. [ME & OF, f. Gallo-Rom. 
*sapius (L sapere be sapient)] 

sagg'ar, n. Case of baked fireproof clay 
enclosing pottery while it is baked, [prob. 
contr. of safeguard] 

Sagitt'a, n. A northern constellation, the 
Arrow. [L, = arrow] 

Saglttar'ius, n. Constellation & ninth 
sign of zodiac, the Archer. [L (prec., 
-ARY1)] 

sa'gittate, -ated, aa. (bot., zool.). 
Shaped like arrow-head. [Sagitta, -ate2] 

sag'o, n. (pi. ~s). (Kinds of palm & cycad 
with pith yielding) kind of starch used as 
food in puddings etc. [f. Malay sagu ] 

|| sahaa' (sa-hah'), int. Goodbye. [Maltese] 
Sahar'|a (sa-h-), n. Great Libyan desert; 
arid tract (fit. & fig.). Hence ~an, ~ian, 
— IC, aa. [f. Arab, eahra ] 

Sah'Ib, n. (fern, mim'sahib). 1. (India). 
European as spoken of or to by Indians; 
an honorific affix (Colonel ~, Jones ~, 
Raja ~, Khan ~). 2. (colloq.; s~). 
Gentleman (pukka s~). [Hind., f. Arab. 
caJiib friend] 

said1. See say2. 
Said2 (sad). Var. of seip. 
saig'a (or si-), n. Antelope of steppes. 

[Russ.] 
sail ’, n. 1. Piece of canvas or other textile 
material extended on rigging to catch 
wind & propel vessel, (collect.) some or 
all of ship’s ~s (carry, crowd2, hoist. 

sainfoin 
lower, MAKE1, SET1, SHORTEN, STRIKE, ~; 
take in ~, fig., moderate one’s ambitions; 
take wind1 out o/~s; fuU~ adv., with all 
~ spread lit. & fig.; under ~, with ~s 
set). 2. (collect.). Ships (in giving num¬ 
ber of ships in squadron or company; a 
fleet of twenty ~). 3. Ship (esp. in ~ ho !, 
cry announcing that ship is in sight). 
4. pi. (naut. si.; hist.). || Chief petty 
officer in charge of rigging; one who 
makes or repairs ~s. 5. Wind-catching 
apparatus, now usu. set of boards, 
attached to arm of windmill. 6. ~-fish’s 
dorsal fin, tentacle of nautilus. 7. (Also 
wind-~) funnel-shaped bag on ship’s 
deck or above mine giving ventilation. 
8. —arm, arm of windmill; —axle, on 
which ~-arms revolve; ~-cloth, canvas 
for ~s, also dress-material; ~-ftsh, kinds 
with large dorsal fin, esp. basking shark. 
Hence (-)~ed2 (-Id), ~'less, aa. [OE, 08 
segel, OHG segal, ON segl, f. Gmc *saglam] 

sail2, v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Of vessel or person 
on board) travel on water by use of sails 
(~ing-sliip, -vessel, opp. steamer-, ~ close 
to or near the wind, nearly against it, also 
fig. come near transgressing a law or 
moral principle); (of vessel or person on 
board) travel on water by use of sails or 
engine-power, start on voyage, (we~ next 
week-, list of ~ingfrom London; ~ing 
orders, instructions to captain for de¬ 
parture, destination, etc.). 2. (Of bird, 
cloud, moon, etc.) glide in air; (esp. of 
women) walk in stately manner. 3. Travel 
over or along, navigate, glide through, 
(the sea, Spanish main, sky, etc.). 4. Con¬ 
trol navigation of (ship; plain ~ing1, 
used pred. to describe task etc. that is not 
perplexing; ~ing-master, officer navigat¬ 
ing yacht); set (toy-boat) afloat. 5. ~ 
into (si.), inveigh against, scold, rate, 
attack. 6. n. Voyage or excursion in 
~ing-vessel (go for a ~); voyage of speci¬ 
fied duration (is ten days’ ~ from 
Plymouth); plane, glider. [OE siglan, 
segl(i)a,n, (prec.)] 

sail'er, n. Ship of specified sailing-power 
(fast, good, bad, ~). [-er1] 

sail'or, n. Seaman, mariner, esp. one be¬ 
low rank of officer (good, bad, ~, person 
not, very, liable to sea-sickness); ~ hat, of 
straw rvith straight narrow brim & flat 
top worn by -women, also with turned-up 
brim in imitation of ~’s worn by children; 
'—man, (vulg. & joc. for) ~; ~s’ home, 
institution for lodging ~s cheaply ashore; 
~’s knot, way of tying necktie. Hence 
~ing “(1) n., '-—less, ^ly1, aa. [var. of 
prec., see -er1, -or] 

|| sain, v.t. (arch.). Make sign of the cross 
on, bless, protect by divine power or en¬ 
chantment. [OE segnian, = OS segnon, 
OHG seganon, ON signa, f. L signare 
mark (SIGN 1um) ] 

sain'foin, n. Plant of pea family grown 
for forage. [F (sain sane, foin hay f. L 
faenum) ] 
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saint, a. (unstressed sent, snt; abbr. St, 
S., in pi. Sts, SS-.), n., & v.t. 1. Holy, 
canonized or officially recognized by the 
Church as having won by exceptional 
holiness a high place in heaven & venera¬ 
tion on earth, (usu. as prefix to name of 
person or archangel as St Paul, St Michael, 
whence ellipt. names of churches as St 
Peter’s, & of towns called after their 
churches often with loss of possessive sign 
as St Andrews & St Albans, & many 
Christian & family names taken either 
from patron ~ or from local names as 
above; also in some names of churches 
not called after ~s, as St Saviour's, 
Sepulchre’s, Faith, Cross); St —’s day. 
Church festival in memory of particular 
~. 2. St Andrew, patron ~ of Scotland 
(St A.’s day, 30th Nov.): St Anthony's, 
Flmo’s, fire 1. St Bartholomew; St B.’s, 
(used for) St B.’s Hospital in London, 
abbr. Bart’s; massacre of St B., of Hugue¬ 
nots in France on St B.’s day, 24 Aug., 
1572. Si Bernard (the Great, Little, Si B., 
Alpine passes); St Bernard dog or St 
Bernard., breed kept by monks of Hospice 
on Great St Bernard pass for rescue of 
travellers. Si Cecilia, patron ~ of music; 
St Charles, King Charles I as canonized 
martyr; St David, patron ~ of Wales (St 
D.’s day, 1st Mar.); St Denis, patron ~ of 
France. St George, patron ~ of England 
(St G.’s day, 23rd Ap.); St G.’s, (used for) 
St G.’s Hospital in London; St G.’s, 
Hanover Square, London church at 
which many West-end weddings take 
place; St G.’s cross, the Greek cross1. St 
Germain (or Faubourg St G.), aristocratic 
quarter of Paris; St Gotthard (the Si G., 
the Alpine pass of St G. or the tunnelled 
railway used instead of it). St Helen’a. 
(used for) place of exile (w. ref. to Napo¬ 
leon, 1815-21). St James’s (or the Court of 
St James’s or St James), the British court 
(esp. in distinction from foreign courts; 
v/. ref. to St James’s Palace in London); 
(also) fashionable district in London 
about St James’s Palace. SI-John’s- 
-wort, kinds of yellow-flowered wild & 
garden plant. St Lcger, horse-race at 
Doncaster for three-year-olds, f. found¬ 
er’s name; St Lubbock’s day, any of the 
rank’-holidays instituted 1871 by Sir J. 
Lubbock’s Act; St Luke’s summer. St 
Mark’s, (used for) St M.’s church in 
Venice; St Martin’s-le-Grand, (used for) 
the General Post Office; St martin’s 

summer; St Michael <£- St George, order of 
knighthood; St Michael, kind of orange, 
f. one of the Azores so called; St Monday. 

St Patrick, patron ~ of Ireland (St P.’s 
Day, 17tli Mar.; order of St P., Irish order 
of knighthood); St Paul’s, cathedral of 
see of London; St Peter’s, (used for) the 
church of St Peter in the Vatican in 
Rome; St Peter’s chair, (used for) the 
office of Pope. St Sophia (used for) the 
mosque of St S. in Constantinople; St 

Stephen’s, (used for) Parliament (w. ref. 
to former use of St S.’s chapel, West¬ 
minster, for meetings of House of Com¬ 
mons); St Simihin’s, the day (15th July) 
whose rain or absence of rain is said to 
presage the same for 40 days. St Thomas’s, 
(used for) St Thomas’s Hospital in Lon¬ 
don. St valentine’s day; St ’Vitus’s 
dance2. 3. n. One of the blessed dead or 
other member of the company of heaven 
(departed ~, phr. used by or attributed to 
mourners, = deceased person); canonized 
person (see adj. sense; patron ~, selected 
as heavenly protector of person or place, 
esp. church, often named after him); 
(bibb, arch., & with some mod. sects) one 
of God’s chosen people, member of the 
Christian Church or speaker’s branch of 
it; person of great real or affected holiness 
(would provoke, try the patience of, a ~; 
young ~s old devils or sinners, early piety 
is no good sign; LATTER-doy ~s); ~’s-day. 
Church festival in memory of a ~, often 
observed as holiday at schools etc.; hence 
~'DOM, ~'HOOD (-t-h-), ~'SHIP, ^'LINQ1, 

nn.,~'like,~'ly\ aa.,~'1iness n. 4. v.t. 
Canonize, admit to the calendar of ~s; 
call or regard as a ~; (p.p.) worthy to be 
so regarded, of ~ly life, (of place etc.) 
sacred. [ME, f. OF, f. L sanctus p.p. of 
sancire consecrate] 

Saint-Simon'ian, a. & n. (Advocate) of 
the socialism of the Comte de Saint- 
-Simon (1760-1825) with State control of 
property & distribution of produce. So 
Saint- Sim'omsT(2), Saint- Sim'onrrE1 
(1), Saint-Sim'omsM(3), ~ism(3), nn. 
[-IAN ] 

saith. See SAYr2. 
saithe (sath), n. (Sc.). Coal-fish. [f. ON 
seithr) 

Sait'ic, a. Of Sais, ancient capital of 
Lower Egypt (~ dynasties, 26th-30th of 
Egyptian kings), [f. L f. Gk Saitikos 
(Suites f. Sais, -ITE1)] 

sake, n. For the ~ of —, for —’s or my 
etc. ~, out of consideration for, in the in¬ 
terest of, because of, owing to, in order to 
please or honour or get or keep, (common 
n. with sibilant ending does not take the 
extra syllable of the possessive before 
but has usu. the apostrophe, as for peace’, 
conscience’, goodness’, ~, cf. for God’s, the 
ch ildren’s, Phyllis’s, ~ ; for my own ~ as 
well as yours; for both, all, our~s or rarely 
~ ; for his name’s ~, because he bears the 
name he does or in the interest of his 
reputation; persecuted for opinion’s ; 
for any ~ in entreaties, for one reason if 
not for another; for old ~’s in memory 
of old days). [OE sacu contention, charge, 
fault, sake, = OS saka, OHG sahlia, ON 
sgk, also OE sirc(c), Goth, sakjo] 

sftrke (-a), n. Japanese fermented liquor 
made from rice. [f. Jap. sake] 

sak'er, n. 1. Large lanner falcon used in 
hawking, esp. the female larger than the 
male or ~etx n. 2. (hist.). Old form of 
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cannon. [ME, f. OF sacre (in both senses) 
f. Sp., Port., sacro, f. Arab, caqr] 

sa'ki (sah-), n. S.-American monkey with 
long non-prehensile tail, and neck-ruff, 
[native name, through F] 

su'kla (sah-), n. Eastern water-wheel for 
irrigation. [Arab, sdqiya (saqa irrigate)] 

sal (saki), saul, n. Valuable Indian timber 
(tree). [Hind.] 

salaam' (-lahni), n., & v.i. & t. 1. Oriental 
salutation ‘ Peace ’; Indian obeisance 
with or without this, low bow of head & 
body with right palm on forehead. 2. vb. 
Make ~ (to), [f. Arab, salam] 

sal'able, -lea-, a. Fit for sale, finding 
purchasers; ~ price, that article will fetch. 
Hence salaBii/iTY (or -lea-) n. [-able] 

sala'cious (-sluts), a. Lustful, lecherous. 
Hence or cogn. ~ly2 adv., ~ness, salA- 
city, nn. [f. L salax (salire leap), -acious] 

sal'ad, n. Cold dish of various mixtures 
of raw or cooked vegetables or herbs usu. 
seasoned with oil, vinegar, etc., & eaten 
with or including cold fish, meat, hard- 
-boiled eggs, etc.; vegetable or herb suit¬ 
able for eating raw; ~-days, inexperi¬ 
enced youth; ~-dressing, mixture of oil, 
vinegar, cream, etc., taken with ~; ~-oiZ, 
kinds of oil for ~-dressing. [ME, f. OF 
salade ult. f. L sal salt, -ade(1)] 

sal'amander, n. 1. Lizard-like animal 
supposed to live in fire; person who can 
endure great heat, fire-eating soldier etc.; 
spirit living in firo (cf. sylph, gnome, 
nymph); (zool.) kinds of tailed amphibian, 
whence salaman'droro a. & n. 2. Red- 
-hot iron for firing gunpowder, hot iron 
plate for browning omelettes etc. Hence 
salaman'driAN, salaman'driNE1, aa. 
[ME, f. OF (-dre), f. L f. Gk salamandra] 

sala'me (-lab-), n. Italian sausage highly 
salted and flavoured ofton with garlic. 
[It.] 

sal-ammon'iac, n. Ammonium chloride. 
[L sal salt, ammoniac] 

sai'angane (-ngg-), n. Swallow making 
edible nest. [F, f. salamya name in 
Luzon] 

salar'iat, n. The salaried class. [F ] 
sal'arly, n., & v.t. 1. Fixed periodical 
payment made to person doing other than 
manual or mechanical work (cf. wages). 
2. v.t. Pay ~y to (chiefly in p.p. 
pr. -rid). [ME, f. AF (-ie), = OF salaire f. 
L solarium orig. soldier’s salt-money (sal 
salt, -ARY1)] 

sale, n. Exchange of a commodity for 
money or other valuable consideration, 
selling (on, for, ~, offered for purchase; 
~ &, or or, return, arrangement by which 
retailer takes quantity of goods with 
right of returning all that he fails to sell), 
amount sold (the ~s were enormous)-, 
public auction (put up for ~, offer at 
auction); rapid disposal at reduced prices 
of shop’s stock at end of season; bill3 of 
~; —ring, ring of buyers at auction; 
•~s'man, ~s'woman, person engaged in 

selling goods in shop or as middleman 
between producer & retailer, whence 
~s'mansiiii> (-lz-) n., skill in this art; 
~s resistance, the opposition or apathy 
of the prospective customer etc., to be 
overcome by ~smanship; lax, tax on 
(receipts from) ~s. [OE sola prob. f. ON 
sala f. root sal- sell ] 

saleable. Var. of salable. 

II Sal'em, n. Nonconformist chapel. [Heb. 
vii. 2] 

sal'ep, n. Nutritive meal from dried 
tubers of some orchidaceous plants. [F 
f. Turk., f. Arab, tha'leb] 

♦salerat'us, n. Impuro bicarbonate of 
potash or sodium bicarbonate as in¬ 
gredient in baking-powders, [f. mod. L 
sal aeratus aerated salt] 

Sal'ian ’, a. Of the Salii or priests of Mars. 
[L Salii pi. (salire leap), -an] 

Sal'ian3, a,. & n. (Member) of Frankish 
tribe near Zuyder Zee from which the 
Merovingians were descended. [LL Salii 
the tribe, -an ] 

Sal'ic, Salique' (-ek), aa. (Form -ic) 
= prec., adj. (~ law, Frankish law-book 
extant in Merovingian & Carolingian 
times); (-ic, -ique) ~ law, law excluding 
females from dynastic succession, esp. 
as alleged fundamental law of Frencli 
monarchy (based on a quotation, not re¬ 
ferring to such succession, from the law- 
-book above), [f. F Salique or med. L 
Salicus f. Salii (prec.), -ic] 

sal'icin, n. Bitter crystalline principle 
got from willow-bark & used medicinally. 
So sai'icYL n., salicyl'ic a. (salicylic acid, 
used as antiseptic & for rheumatism), 
sali'cylATE 1(3) n., sali'cyliZE(5) & in 
same sense sali'cylATE3 vv.t., sali'cyl- 
ism(5) n., sali'eylous (chem.) a. [F (-ine), 
f. L salix -icis willow, -in] 

sali'cional (-shon-), sal'icet, nn. Organ 
stop of soft reedy tone as of willow pipe. 
[G, f. L salix (prec.) w. suff.] 

sal'ient, a. & n. 1. Leaping or dancing 
(pedant., joc.), (of water etc., poet.) 
jetting forth, (~ point, arch., initial stage 
or origin or first beginning, from old med. 
use = heart as it first shows in an embryo); 
(of angle, esp. in fortif., opp. re-entrant) 

pointing outwards; jutting out, promi¬ 
nent, conspicuous, most noticeable, (~ 
points, features, characteristics). 2. n. 
A ~ angle or part in fortification (the S~, 
that at Ypres in the 1911-18 war). Hence 
sal'lENCE, sal'iENCY, nn., ~ly3 adv. [f. 
L salire leap, -ent] 

salif'erous, a. (geol.). (Of strata) con¬ 

taining much salt. [L sal salt, -I-, 

-ferous ] 
sal'ine (or salin'), a. & n. 1. (Of natural 
waters, springs, etc.) impregnated with 
salt or salts, whence sallnoM'ETER n.; (of 
taste) salt; of chemical salts, of the nature 
of a salt; (of medicines) containing salt(s) 
of alkaline metals or magnesium; heuce 
salin'iTY n., salin'o- comb. form. 2. n. 
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Salt lake, spring, marsh, etc.; salt-pan, 
salt-works; ~ substance; ~ purge; solu¬ 
tion of salt & water. [ME; prec., -ine1] 

Salique. See salic. 
saliv'a, n. Colourless liquid given by 
mixed secretions of salivary & mucous 
glands discharged into mouth & assisting 
mastication, spittle. So sal'ivARY1 a. 
[LI 

sal'ivlate, v.t. & i. Produce unusual 
secretion of saliva in (person) usu. with 
mercury; secrete or discharge saliva esp. 
in excess. So ~a'tion n. [f. L SAllVAre, 
-ate 3] 

salle (sahl), n. Hall, room, (of foreign 
countries); ~-d-manger (see Ap.), dining- 
-room, coffee-room; <—d’attente (see Ap.), 
waiting-room at station. [F ] 

sall'enders, n. pi. Dry eruption inside 
hock of horse’s hind-leg (cf. malanders). 

[orig. obsc.; in F solandre] 
sall'ow1 (-6), n. Willow-tree, esp. of low- 

-growing or shrubby kinds, whence ~y2 
(-01) a.; a shoot, the wood, of this. [OE 
sealh, f. Gmc *salhaz, cogn. w. OHG 
salaha, ON selja, L salix] 

sall'ow2 (-6), a. (~er, ~esf), n., & v.t. & i. 
1. (Of human skin or complexion or person 
in these respects, rarely of foliage) of 
sickly yellow or pale brown; hence 
~ish1(2) (-6I-) a., ~ness (-on-) n. 2. n. 
~ hue. 3. vb. Make or grow~. [OE solo, 
— MDu. salu, OHG salo, ON SQlr f. Gmc 
*salwa-] 

sall'y1, n., & v.i. 1. Rush of besieged 
upon besiegers, sortie; a going forth, 
excursion; sudden start into activity, 
outburst; escapade (rare); witticism, 
piece of banter, lively remark esp. by 
way of attack upon person or thing or of 
diversion in argument; —--port, opening in 
fortification for making ~ from. 2. v.i. 
Make military ~ (often out); go forth or 
out on a journey, for a walk, etc.; issue, 
come out, suddenly (rare), [vb f. n., f. F 
saillie (saillir issue, f. L satire leap)] 

sall'y2, n. First movement of bell when 
set for ringing (also hand-stroke, opp. 
back-stroke), bell’s position when set; 
part of bell-rope prepared with inwoven 
wool for holding; ~-hole, through which 
bell-rope passes, [perh. f. prec. in sense 
leaping motion] 

Sall'y3, fam. for Sarah (aunt~ ; || ~ Lunn, 
sweet light tea-cake served hot, perh. f. 
name of girl hawking them at Bath c. 
1800). 

salmagun'di, n. Dish of chopped meat, 
anchovies, eggs, onions, etc., & seasoning; 
general mixture, miscellaneous collection, 
of articles, subjects, qualities, etc. [f. F 
salmigondis of unkn. orig. ] 

sal'mi (-e), n. Ragout esp. of game-birds. 
[F, short for prec.] 

salmon (s&m'on), n. (collect, sing, usual 
for pi.), & a. 1. Large silver-scaled pink- 
-fleshed anadromous fish much prized for 
food & sport; —coloured), (of) the orange- 

-pink colour of ~-flesh; ladder, -leap, 
-pass, -stair, series of steps or other 
arrangement for allowing ~ to pass dam 
& ascend stream; ~ -peel (or peal), (in 
Ireland) grilse, (in England) sea-trout; 
~ steak, fried slice of ~; ~ trout, N.- 
-Europ. fish resembling ~; hence sail 
monom a. & n. 2. adj. —coloured, 
orange-pink. [ME, f. AF samoun f. L 
salmonem (-mo)] 

Salomon'ic, Salomon'ian, aa. Of, as of, 
Solomon. [LL Salomon Solomon, -ic, -ian ] 

salon (see Ap.), n. Reception-room in 
continental, esp. French, house; (re¬ 
union of notabilities in) reception-room 
of (esp. Parisian) lady of fashion (hist.); 
the S~, annual exhibition of living artists’ 
pictures in Paris; ~ music, light music for 
drawing-room. [F] 

saloon', n. 1. Hall or large room, esp. in 
hotel or place of public resort, fit for 
assemblies, exhibitions, etc. 2. Large 
cabin for first-class or for all passengers 
on ship; cabin for passengers in large 
aircraft. 3. II (Also ~car, carriage) 
luxurious railway carriage without com¬ 
partments furnished as drawing-room 
etc. (also sleeping, dining, -~). 4. || Public 
room(s) or gallery for specified purpose 
(billiard, dancing, shaving, shooting, etc., 
-~). 5. * Drinking-bar. 6. || ~ bar, first- 
-class bar in English public-house; || ~ 
car, (also) motor-car with closed body 
and no partition behind driver; ~ deck, 
reserved for ~ passengers; *—keeper, of 
bar; || ~ pistol, rifle, adapted for short- 
-range practice in sliooting-~. [f. prec., 
f. It. salone (sala hall f. Gmc, -oon) ] 

saloop', n. = salep ; hot drink of salep or 
sassafras formerly sold as substitute for 
coffee at London street-stalls, [var. of 
SALEP] 

Salop'ian, a. & n. (Native) of Shropshire; 
(member) of Shrewsbury school. [Salop 
Shropshire f. AF Sloppesberie corrupt, of 
OE Scrobbesbyrig Shrewsbury, -ian] 

salpigloss'is, n. Herbaceous showy- 
-flowered garden-plant allied to petunia, 
[irreg. f. Gk salpigx trumpet, glossa 
tongue] 

sal'sify, n. British & Continental plant 
with long cylindrical fleshy roots eaten as 
vegetable, purple goat’s-beard. [f. F 
salsifis, app. f. It. sassefrica of unkn. orig. ] 

salt (sawlt, sblt), n., a., & v.t. I. (Also 
common ~) substance that gives sea- 
-water its characteristic taste got in 
crystalline forms from strata consisting 
of it or by evaporation of brine pumped 
from these or of sea-water & used for 
seasoning or preserving food & other pur¬ 
poses, sodium chloride, (bat-salt, sea-~, 
kook1-— ; white ~, refined for household 
use from the brownish rock—; table ~, 
powdered or easy to powder for the ~- 
-cellar; in ~, sprinkled with ~ or im¬ 
mersed in brine as preservative; eat ~ 
with, be guest of; eat one’s be his guest 
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or dependant; is not, any one, ivorth his—, 
efficient, worth keeping; drop pinch of — 
on tail of, capture, w. ref. to directions 
given children for catching bird; take 
with a grain o/~, regard as exaggerated, 
be incredulous about, believe only part 
of; am not made of — , can go out in rain 
without fear of dissolving; the — of the 
earth, people or classes for whose exis¬ 
tence the world is better, moral dlite, see 
Matt. v. 13). 2. Sting, piquancy, pun¬ 
gency, wit, (no ~ in such tears; talk full of 
— ; attic 1 ~). 3. (Old chem.) solid soluble 
non-inflammable sapid substance (obs. 
exc. in some compd names, as ~ of 
LEMON1, GLAUBER’S SALT, SMELLlWfir —S, 
epsom ~); (chem.) compound of basic & 
acid radicals, acid with whole or part of 
its hydrogen replaced by a metal. 4. =— 
-cellar (chiefly now in trade use; & hist, 
in above, below, etc., the—, seated at table 
among the family & their equals, among 
the servants & dependants). 5. (Also ~- 
-marsh, ~'ing1 n.) marsh overflowed by 
sea, often used as pasture or for collecting 
water for <—making. 6. pi. Exceptional 
rush of sea-water up river. 7. Experienced 
sailor (esp. old—). 8. —-cat [cat unexpl.], 
mass of ~ mixed with gravel, urine, etc., 
to attract pigeons & keep them at home; 
—Lcellar [assim. of obs. saler (f. OF salier 
~-box f. L as salary) to ceUar}, vessel 

holding ~ for table use, (also, colloq.) 

specially deep hollow above collar-bone 

in woman’s neck (regarded as disfigure¬ 

ment; usu. pi.); — -glaze., glaze on stone¬ 

ware made by throwing ~ into furnace; 

<—lick, place where animals collect to 
lick earth impregnated with ~; —-mine, 
yielding rock-~; —‘-pan, depression near 
sea, vessel, used for getting ~ by evapora¬ 
tion; —-pit, pit yielding —pond, 
natural or artificial for evaporating sea- 
-water; —-spoon, usu. with short handle 
& roundish deep bowl for helping ~; — 
-well, bored well yielding brine; —works, 
— manufactory; —'wort, kinds of maritime 
& ~-marsh plants; hence ~'less, ~'y2, 

aa., ~'1ness n. 9. adj. Impregnated with, 
containing, tasting of, cured or preserved 
or seasoned with, ~ (cf. fresh) ; (of plants) 
growing in sea or ~-marshes; (of tears, 
grief, etc.) bitter, afflicting; (of wit etc. 
pungent; (of stories, jests, etc.) indecent, 
spicy; (of bill, charge, etc.; si.) exorbitant; 

horse (naut. si.), ~ beef; ~ junk1; ~ 
water, sea-w'ater, (si.) tears; —water, of, 
living in, the sea; hence ~'ish1(2) a., 
~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 10. v.t. Cure or 
preserve with ~ or brine (~ down money 
or stock, si., put it by); sprinkle (esp. snow 
to melt it in street) with ~; make 
season, (lit. & fig.); (p.p.; of horses or 
persons) proof against diseases incident 
to climate or special conditions by habitu¬ 
ation, hardened; treat (esp. paper in 
photog.) with solution of ~ or mixture of 
~s; (commerc., sl.)~ an account etc., put 

salute 

down extreme price for articles, ~ the 
books, represent receipts as larger than 
they have been; (mining, si.) ~ a mine, 
introduce extraneous ore etc. to make it 
seem rich. [OE sealt, OS, ON, Goth, salt, 
OHG salz f. Gmc *saltam; cogn. w. L 
sal, Gk hats; vb f. OE sealtan] 

s&ltar&ll'o, n. Italian & Spanish dance 
with sudden skips for one couple. [It. & 
(-elo) Sp.] 

salta'tion, n. Leaping, dancing, a jump; 
sudden transition or movement. So 
sal'tatORY, saltatdr'iAL, aa. [f. L salla- 
tio (saltare frequent, of satire salt- leap, 
-ATION)] 

salt'er (sawl-, s61-), n. Manufacturer of, 
dealer in, salt; = dryt1-~; workman at 
salt-works; person who salts fish etc. 
[OE sealtcre (salt n. & v., -er1)] 

salt'ern (sawl-, SOI-), n. A salt-works; set 
of pools for natural evaporation of sea- 
-w’ater. [OE sealtsern (salt, sern hut)] 

sal'tigrade, a. & n. (Spider) with legs 
adapted for jumping. [L saltus -us leap 
(satire salt-), -gradus -walking] 

sdltlmban'co, n. Mountebank, quack. 
[It- ]_ 

sal'tire, n. (her.). Ordinary formed by 
bend & bend sinister crossing like a St 
Andrew’s cross (in—, per—, so arranged). 
Hence ~wisb (-irwlz) adv. [ME, f. OF 
sautoir stile, saltire, f. med. L saltatorium 
(SALTATION, -ORY)] 

saltpetre (sawitpet'er, sdl ), n. Potassium 
nitrate, nitre, white crystalline salty 
substance used as constituent of gun¬ 
powder, in preserving meat, & medicinally 
(Chili or cubic —, sodium nitrate); — 
-paper, TOUCH-paper; ~ rot, wffiite efflores¬ 
cence on new or damp walls. [ME Sc 
OF salpelre f. med. L salpetra prob. for 
sal petrae salt of stone (i.e. found as 
incrustation) w. assim. to salt; pelrae 
f. LL f. Gkpe/rarock] 

sal'tus, n. (pi. -us). Sudden transition, 
breach of continuity. [L, = leap ] 

salu'brious (-ldb-, -lu-), a. Healthy 
(chiefly of climate, air, etc.; rarely of 
food, exercise, etc.). Hence or cogn. ~ly2 
adv., salu'briTY n., (-Ido-, -lu-). [L 
salubris (as salutary), -ous] 

Salu'ki (-loo-), n. Breed of dog, Arabian 
gazelle-hound. [Arab.] 

sal'utary, a. Salubrious (now rare); pro¬ 
ducing good effects, beneficial, [f. F 
salutaire or L salularis (salus -utis health, 
-All1), -ARY2] 

saluta'tion, n. (Use of) words spoken or 
written to convey interest in another’s 
health etc., pleasure at sight of or com¬ 
munication with him, or courteous recog¬ 
nition of his arrival or departure, (rarely, 
now usu. salute) gesture of similar import, 
(the Angelic S-, the Ave Maria). Hence 
or cogn. ~al (-sho-), salu'tatORY (-loo-, 
-lu-), aa. [ME, f. OF (-cion), or L saluta- 
tio (foil., -ATION)] 

salute' (-dot, -ut), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Make 
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salutation to, greet; (rare) hail as (king 
etc.); perform ~ to or to, perform ~; 
(arch.) kiss (person, cheek, hand) esp. 
at meeting or parting; accost or receivo 
with a smile, oath, volley, etc.; become 
perceptible to (eye, ear, person arriving). 
2. n. Gesture expressing respect, homage, 
or courteous recognition, to person esp. 
when arriving or departing; (mil., naut.) 
prescribed movement or position of body 
or weapons, or use of flag(s) or discharge 
of gun(s) in sign of respect, (a ~ of 7 guns 
wets fired-, the ~, attitude taken by indi¬ 
vidual soldier, sailor, policeman, etc., in 
saluting; take the~, esp. of highest officer 
present, acknowledge it as meant for him 
by gesture); (renc.) formal performance 
of certain guards etc. by fencers before 
engaging; kiss given, prop, as greeting 
(arch, or joe.; often a chaste ~). [ME ; vb 
f. L salutare (salus -utis health); n. f. OF 
salut, partly f. E vb] 

salutif'crous (-loo-, -lu-), a. (now rare). 
Promoting health, [f. L salutifer (pree., 
-FEKOUS) ] 

sal'vage, n., & v.t. 1. (Payment made or 
due for) saving of a ship or its cargo 
from loss by -wreck or capture (also 
attrib., as ~ money)-, rescue of property 
from fire etc.; property ~d; saving & 
utilization of waste paper, scrap-metal, 
etc.; materials ~d. 2. v.t.. Make ~ of, 
save from wreck, fire, etc. [f. med. L 
salvagium or OF salvage (LL salvare 
SAVE1, -AGE)] 

sal'varsan, n. Drug used esp. in syphilis. 
[P] 

salva'tion, n. 1. Saving of the soul; de¬ 
liverance from sin & its consequences & 
admission to heaven brought about by 
Christ (find~, be converted, also joc. dis¬ 
cover formula that will enable one to 
abandon one’s principles etc.). 2. Pre¬ 
servation from loss, calamity, etc., thing 
that preserves from these (esp. be the~ of). 
3. Army, organization on military 
model for revival of religion among the 
masses, welfare work, etc., whence (& 
w. ref. to religious revivals in general) 
~ism(3), ~ist(2), nn., (-sho-. [ME & OF 
saw-, salvation f. LL salvationem (save1, 
-ATION) ] 

salve1 (sahv, salv), n.. & v.t. 1. Healing 
ointment for sores or wounds (now chiefly 
poet. & in iip-~). 2. Mixture of tar & 
grease for smearing sheep. 3. Something 
that soothes wounded feelings or uneasy 
conscience or (arch.) glozes over discrep¬ 
ancy or palliates fault (usu. for). 4. v.t. 
Anoint (wound etc.; arch. exc. in fig. 
\tse=soothe as below). 5. Smear (sheep). 
6. Smooth over or make good (defect, 
disgrace, etc.; arch.); soothe (pride, self- 
-love, conscience, etc.). 7. Account for, 
dispose of, harmonize, vindicate, (diffi¬ 
culty, doubt, discrepancy, person’s 
honour). 8. Save (ship, cargo) from loss 
at sea or (property) from fire, whence 

same 

sSI'vable a. [OE sealf, OS salba, OHG 
salba f. Gmc *salbo; vb f. OE sealfian, 
in senses 6 & 7 partly f. L salvare save 1 & 
in last sense back formation f. salvage 1 

sul't-e2, n. (Also regina) H..-C. anti¬ 
phon beginning -with ~ recited after 
Divine Office from Trinity Sunday to 
Advent, music for it. [L (vb imperat.= 
hail)] 

sal'ver, n. Tray usu. of gold, silver, brass, 
or electroplate, on which servants hand 
refreshments, letters, cards, etc. [f. F 
salve tray for presenting certain things to 
king f. Sp. salva assaying of food (salvo 
SAFE2) 4--EP.1] 

sal'via, n. (Kinds of) plant of the sage 
family (including several garden flowering 
plants). [L, = sage1] 

sal'vo1, n. (pi. ~s). Saving clause, re¬ 
servation, (often of-, ivith an ex-press ~ of 
their rights); tacit reservation, quibbling 
evasion, bad excuse; expedient for saving 
reputation or soothing pride or con¬ 
science. [f. L abl. of salvus safe2 as used 
in salvo jure etc. without prejudice to 
the right etc. ] 

sal'vo2, n. (pi. ~es,~s). Simultaneous dis¬ 
charge of pieces of artillery or other fire- 
-arms esp. as salute, or in seafight; num¬ 
ber (of bombs) released from aircraft at 
the same moment, cf. stick; round or 
volley of applause, [earlier & It. salva 
salutation, as save2] 

sal volat'ile, n. (Aromatic solution, taken 
for faintness etc., of) ammonium carbo¬ 
nate. [mod. L, = volatile salt] 

sal'vor, n. Person, ship, making or assist¬ 
ing in salvage, [salve1 vb, -or] 

Sam, n. (si.). Stand ~, bear the expense 
esp. of drink; || upon my ~, asseveration, 
[orig. unkn. ] 

Sama'ritan, n. & a. 1. Native, language, 
of Samaria (good ~, genuinely charitable 
person, w. ref. to Luke x. 33 etc.); adherent 
of the ~ religious system. 2. adj. Of 
Samaria or the ~s (the ~ -pentateuch, re¬ 
cension used by ~s of which MSS. are in 
~ or archaic-Hebrew characters). Hence 
~ism(2, 3, 4) n. [f. LL Samaritanus f. Gk 
Samareites (Samareia Samaria) + -an] 

sam'ba, n. Brazilian native dance; ball- 
-room dance imitative of this. [Braz.] 

sam'bo, n. (pi. ~s, ~es). Half-breed esp. 
of Negro & Indian or European blood; 
(S~; nickname for) Negro. [1st sense f. 
Sp. zarribo peril. = zarnbo bandy-legged; 
2nd sense prob. a diff. wd] 

Sam Browne, n. Army officer’s belt & 
straps, [f. Gen. Sir S. J. Browne (d. 1901)] 

sam'bur, n. Kinds of large S.-E.-Asian 
deer. [f. Hind. sa(m)bar] 

same, a. 1. Monotonous, uniform, unvary¬ 
ing, (the life is perhaps a little ~; the ~ old 
story), whence~'ness (-mn-) n.; (with this, 
these, that, those; often w. depreciatory 
intention) aforesaid, previously alluded 
to or thought of, (what is the use of this ~ 
patience?); (vulg. or commerc.) = the ~ 
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(pron. & adv., as specified below). 2. The 
a., pron., & adv.: (adj.) identical, not 

different, indifferent, unchanged, (also the. 
very ~, just the ~, & in sing, one & the ~; 
the ~ causes produce the ~ effects-, the 
difference between a body in motion & the ~ 
6odj/ at rest; the ~ observations are true 
of the others also; all planets travel in the ~ 
direction; belong to one & the ~ closs; saj/ 
the ~ thing twice over; several of the very ~ 
fcirds; bigotry is the ~ ire e-ren/ ; slie teas 
always the ~ <o rree; i< is all, just, life ~ lo 
me, makes no difference; much the ~, not 
appreciably different; at the ~ lime, often 
introducing fact etc. in apparent conflict 
with what precedes but also true or to be 
remembered; by the ~ token) ; identical 
•with (words of the ~ nature with those he 
had first heard; expectation of pleasure is 
the ~ thing with desire)-, (emphatic sub¬ 
stitute—before full or elliptical relative 
clause with that, where, etc., or esp. as 
which often replaces that under its influ¬ 
ence—for) the, that, those, (at the ~ time 
that I am endeavouring; to the ~ place 
where I had found it; on the ~ grounds that 
he would defend suicide; I have the ~ Bible 
my mother gave me; Rhenish u-ine at the ~ 
price as French is sold at; sailors received 
the ~ pay as soldiers; gave the ~ ansiver as 
before); (pron.) the ~ person (now rare 
exc. in To, From, the ~ as heading of letter 
or poem addressed to or coming from ~ 
person as the preceding one), the ~ thing 
(we must all say, do, the ~; would do the ~ 
again), the aforesaid thing or person 
(arch., legal, commerc., & vulg.; occas. 
in commerc. & vulg. use with omission of 
the; grace & power faithfully to fulfil the~; 
he that shall endure unto the end, the ~ 
shall be saved; & never met, found, the ~ 
again; to repairing sleeve of ~ 1/3); (adv.) 
in the ~ manner (think the ~ of, feel the ~ 
to, remain in the ~ mind regarding; we 
take what pleasure we can get the ~, or 
vulg. ~, as you do; all the~, nevertheless, 
notwithstanding, even under different 
circumstances; just the ~, in spite of 
changed conditions). [ME, f. ON same, 
= OHG, Goth, sama, cogn. w. Gk homos] 

sam'el, a. (Of brick, tile) imperfectly 
baked, soft, from being outmost in the 
baking, [perh. f. OE sam- half, cogn. w. 
semi-, Sian bum] 

Sam'ian, a. & n. (Native) of Samos (~ 
ware, fine pottery found on Roman sites). 
[L f. Gk Samios (Samos), -an ] 

sam'isen, n. Long three-stringed Japan¬ 
ese guitar, played with plectrum. [Jan., 
f. Chin, san-hsien (san three, lisien 
string) ] 

sam'ite, n. (arch.). Rich medieval dress- 
-fabric of silk occas. interwoven with gold. 
[ME, f. OF samit f. med. L f. med. Gk 
hexamiton f. hex six + milos thread; cf. 
pimity ] 

sam'let,n. Youngsalmon. [salmon,-let] 
Sam'nite, n. & a. 1. Member of an 

sanbenito 
ancient-Italian people at war with re¬ 
publican Romo. 2. adj. Of the ~s. [ME, 
f. L Samnites pi.] 

Samo'an, a. & n. (Native, language) of 
Samoa, [-an] 

sfimovar', n. Apparatus with interior 
heat-tube for keeping water at boiling- 
-point for making tea. [f. Russ, samovar = 
self-boiler] 

Sam'oyed (-mo-), n. Member of a people 
of Siberian Mongols (also attrib.); their 
language; white Arctic breed of dog. [f. 
Russ. Samoyedu ] 

Samoyed'ic (-mo-), a. & n. Of the Samoy- 
eds: (n.) their language, [-ic] 

sam'pan, n. Any small boat of Chinese 
pattern, [f. Chin, san-pan (san three, 
pan board)] 

sam'phire, n. Cliff plant with aromatic 
saline fleshy loaves used in pickles. [16th 
c. sam.pere f. F (herbe de) St Pierre St 
Peter(’s herb)] 

sa'mple (sah-), n., & v.t. 1. Small 
separated part of something illustrating 
the qualities of the mass etc. it is taken 
from, specimen, pattern, (esp. as offered 
by dealer in commodities sold by weight 
or measure; also of immaterial things, as 
if that is a fair ~ of his proceedings); ~- 
-card, card with ~(s) of goods attached. 
2. v.t. Take or give ~s, try the qualities, 
get a representative experience, of; hence 
sa'mpler1 [-Eit1 ] n. [ME; aphetic f. OF 
cssample example ] 

sa'mpler2 (sah-), n. 1. Piece of embroid¬ 
ery worked by girl as specimen of pro¬ 
ficiency & often preserved & displayed on 
wall etc. 2. Young tree left standing 
when others are cut down, [aphetic f. OF 
essamplaire f. LL exemplarium (example, 
-er2)] 

Sam'son, -pson, n. Person of great 
strength or resembling ~ (Judg. xiii-xvi) 
in some respect; (naut.) ~’s-post, strong 
pillar passing through hold or between 
decks, post in whale-boat to which har¬ 
poon rope is attached. [LL, f. Gk (-pson) 
f. Heb. Shimshon] 

sarn'urai (-dbri), n. (Jap.; pi. same). Mili¬ 
tary retainer of daimios, member of mili¬ 
tary caste, (hist.); army officer. [Jap.] 

san'atlve, -tory, aa. Healing, of or 
tending to physical or moral health, 
curative. [(1) ME, f. OF (-if, -ive) or LL 
sanativus (sanare cure, -ive); (2) mod. 
form, as (1), -ory, cf. LL sanedorivs] 

sanatorium, n. (pi. -ia). Establishment 
for treatment of invalids esp. convales¬ 
cents & consumptives; place with good 
climate etc. frequented by invalids, 
[mod. L, as prec., -ory(2)] 

sanbeni'to (-ne-), n. (pi. ~s). Penitential 
scapular-shaped yellow garment with red 
St Andrew’s cross before & behind worn 
by confessed & penitent heretic under 
Spanish Inquisition; similar black gar¬ 
ment painted with flames & devils worn 
by impenitent heretic at auto-da-f6. [Sp. 



sanctify 

(samb-), f. San Benito St Benedict (shaped 
like scapular introduced by him) 1 

sanc'ti|fy, v.t. Consecrate, set apart or 
observe as holy; purify or free from sin 
(p.p. often iron. = sanctimonious', such 
~fied airs); impart sanctity to, make 
legitimate or binding by religious sanc¬ 
tion, give colour of innocence to, justify, 
sanction (the end ~fles the means); make 
productive of or conducive to holiness. 
So ~fica'tion n. [ME, f. OF saintifier f. 
eccl. L sanctiftcare (L sanctus holy, -fy)] 

sanctimon'ious, a. Making a show of 
sanctity or piety. Hence ~l.Y2 adv., 
~NESS n. [foil., -OTJS] 

sanc'timony, n. Sanctimoniousness, [f. 
OF (-ie), or L sanclimonia sanctity (sanc- 
tus SAINT, -510NY)] 

sanc'tion, n., & v.t. 1. Law, decree, 
(hist.; pragmatic ~). 2. Penalty (also 
vindicatory or punitive ~) or reward (also 
remuneratory ~) for (dis)obedience at¬ 
tached to a law, clause containing this; 
(eth.) consideration operating to enforce 
obedience to any rule of conduct. 3. Con¬ 
firmation or ratification of law etc. by 
supreme authority, express authoritative 
permission, countenance or encourage¬ 
ment given to action etc. by custom etc.; 
hence ~i.ess a. 4. v.t. Katify, invest with 
authority, make binding; authorize; 
countenance (action etc.); attach penalty 
or reward to (law). [F, or f. L sanctio 
(sancire sand- make sacred, -ion)] 

sanc'titude, n. (now rare). Saintliness. 
[ME, f. L sanctitudo (saint, -tube)] 

sanc'titly, n. Holiness of life, saintliness, 
(odour of~y); sacredness, being hallowed, 
right to reverence, inviolability; (pi.) 
sacred obligations, feelings, etc. (the ~ies 
of the home). [ME, f. OF sain(c)tete or L 
sanctitas (saint, -ty)] 

sanc'tuary, n. 1. Place recognized as 
holy, church, temple, tabernacle, holy 
place, holy of holies, sacrarium, pene¬ 
tralia, inmost recess, (lit. & fig.); part of 
chancel between altar rails and east win¬ 
dow or screen, containing high altar. 2. 
Sacred place by retiring to which fugitive 
from law or debtor was secured by 
medieval Church law against arrest or 
violence, place in which similar immunity 
was established by custom or law, asylum 
or place of refuge (London, the ~ of 
political refugees); (right of affording) 
such immunity (violate or break ~, arrest 
or use violence to person in a ~; take, 
seek, etc., ~, resort to a ~; rights etc. of 
~). 3. Place for preservation and protec¬ 
tion of birds & wild animals. [ME, f. OF 
sain(c)tuarie, -aire f. L sanduarium (eccl. 
L = shrine), irreg. f. sandus (saint, -ary1)] 

sanc'tum| (sanctdr'um), n. 1. Holy 
place (~), holy of holies (~ sanctorum), in 
Jewish temple (usu. transf. of inner 
retreat, esoteric doctrine, etc.). 2. 
Person’s private room, study, den. [eccl. 
L, transl. of Heb.] 

sand 

siinc'tus, n. The hymn ‘Holy, holy, holy’ 
closing the Eucharistic preface, music for 
this; ~ bell, bell in turret at junction of 
nave & chancel, or handbell, rung at the 
~. [L, = holy] 

sand, n., & v.t. 1. Minute fragment 
resulting from wearing down of esp. 
silicious rocks & found covering parts 
of the seashore, riverbeds, deserts, 
etc., (also pi.) shoal or submarine bank 
of ~, (usu. in pi.) grain of ~, (pi.) expanse 
or tracts of ~, (numberless as the ~ or~s; 
rope of ~; built etc. on ~, unstable; 
plough the ~ or ~s; the ~s are running 
out etc., time of grace etc. is nearly at end, 
w. ref. to hour-glass etc.; children placing 
on the ~s; scour saucepan, adulterate 
sugar, dry ink or writing, with ~). 2. 
*(colloq.). Firmness of purpose, grit. 
3. —bag n., filled with ~ for use (a) in 
fortification for making temporary 
defences, (h) as ballast esp. for boat or 
balloon, (c) as ruffian’s weapon inflicting 
heavy blow without leaving mark, (d) as 
support for engraving-place, (e) to stop 
draught from window or door; ~’bag v.t., 
barricade or defend, provide (window, 
chink), with ~-bag(s), fell with blow from 
—bag; '-'bank, shoal in sea or river; — 
-bar. ~ bank at mouth of harbour or river; 
—bath, vessel of heated ~ as equable 
heater in chem. processes; —bed, stratum 
of ~; ~-blast, jet of ~ impelled by com¬ 
pressed air or steam for giving rough 
surface to glass etc.; —-box, castor for 
sprinkling ~ over wet ink (hist.), mould 
of ~ used in founding, box of ~ on loco¬ 
motive for sprinkling slippery rails; 
—'boy, (prob.) boy hawking~ for sale (now 
only in jolly as a —boy); ~ -cloud, driving 
~ in simoom; ~-crack, disease of horses’ 
hoofs, crack in human foot from walking 
on hot ~, crack in brick due to imperfect 
mixing; ~-eel, an eel-like fish; —-fly, kind 
of midge, kind of fishing-fly; —-glass, 
wasp-waisted reversible glass with two 
bulbs containing enough ~ to take a 
definite time (hour, minute, etc., -glass) in 
passing from upper to lower bulb; —hill, 
dune; —hopper, small marine crustacean, 
common on seashore; —'man, (also dust¬ 
man) power causing children’s eyes to 
smart towards bedtime; ~-martin, kind 
nesting in side of ~-pit or sandy bank; 
—'paper, with ~ stuck to it for polishing, 
(v.t.) polish with ~paper; —'piper, kinds 
of bird haunting open wet sandy places; 
—-pump, for clearing drill-hole, caisson, 
etc., of wet ~; ~-shoes, usu. of canvas 
with rubber or hemp soles for use on ~s; 
—-spout, pillar of ~ raised by desert 
whirlwind; -'stone, rock of compressed ~ 
(old, new, red, —stone, series of British 
rocks below, above, carboniferous); 
~-storm, desert storm of wind witli clouds 
of ~. 4. v.t. Sprinkle with ~; overlay 
with, bury under, ~; adulterate (sugar, 
wool, etc.) with ~; polish with ~. [OE, 
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sandal II 

OS sand, OHG sant, ON sandr f. Gmc 
"sand-) 

san'dal1, n., & v.t. (-11-)- 1. Sole without 
uppers attached to foot by thongs passing 
over instep & round ankle (worn chiefly 
by ancient Greeks & Romans, by some 
Orientals, & as modern revival esp. by 
children & women); strap for fastening 
low shoe passing over instep or round 
ankle. 2. v.t. Put ~s on (feet, person; 
esp. in p.p.); fasten or provide (shoe) with 
~. [ME, f. L f. Gk sandalion] 

san'dal 2(wood), n. Kinds of scented 
wood (white, yellow, red, ~); sandal-tree, 
the white ~ tree of S.W. India. [ME, f. 
med. L sandalum, ult. f. Skr. candana] 

san'darac, n. Orpiment (arch.); resin of 
N.-African conifer, used in making 
varnish, [f. L f. Gk sandarake] 

sand-blind, a. (arch.). Dim-sighted, pur¬ 
blind. [ME, prob. f. OE *samblind (cf. 
samel) after sand] 

san'derling, n. A small wading bird, 
[peril, f. OE *sand- (yrlhling ploughman, 
also name of some bird)] 

san'ders, saun-, n. ||=sandalwood; red 

~. [ME, f. OF sandre var. of sandle san¬ 
dal2] 

Sand'hurst (-d-h-), n. (Used for) Royal 
Military College or Academy, ~, for army 
cadets. [~ in Berkshire] 

san'diver, n. Glass-gall, liquid saline 
matter given off in glass-making. [ME, 
corresp. to F suin de verre exhalation 
(suer sweat) of glass ] 

sand'wich, n., & v.t. 1. Two slices of 
bread with meat or other relish between 
(ham, egg, caviare, cucumber, etc., ~; also 
fig., as a ~ of good & bad); (usu. —man, 
-boy, etc.) man etc. walking street with 
two advertisement-boards hung one be¬ 
fore & one behind; ~-board, one of such 
boards; || —boat in bumping race, boat 
rowing last in higher & first in lower 
division on same day; ~ course of training 
(with alternate periods of practical & 
theoretical instruction). 2. v.t. Insert 
(thing, statement, etc.) between two of 
another character, [f. Earl of S~ (said 
to have eaten slices of bread & meat while 
gaming for 24 hrs) ] 

sand'ly1, a. In n. senses; also, (of hair) 
yellowish-red, (of person) with such hair. 
Hence ~Iness n., ~yiSH1(2) a. [-Y2] 

San'dy2, n. (Nickname for) Scotsman. 
[usual Sc. shortening of Alexander] 

sane, a. Of sound mind, not mad; (of 
views etc.) moderate, sensible. Hence 
~'ly2 (-nl-) adv. [f. L sanus healthy] 

sang. See sing. 
sang'a(r) (-ngg-), n. Stone breastwork 
used by Indian hill-tribes, [f. Hind. 
sunga] 

sangaree' (-ngg-), n. Cold drink of wine 
diluted & spiced, [f. Sp. sangria (lit. 
bleeding) drink of lemon-water & red 
wine ] 

sang-de-boeuf (sahndebtif'), n. & a. (Of) 

13 san(n)yasl 

a deep red colour found on old Chinese 
porcelain. [F, = bullock’s blood] 

sang-froid (see Ap.), n. Composure, cool¬ 
ness, in danger or under agitating circum¬ 
stances. [F, = cold blood] 

sangrail, -real. See grail2. 

sanguification (-nggwi-), n. Formation 
of, conversion of food into, blood. [F, or 
f. mod. L (L sanguis blood, -FICATION)] 

sang'uinarly (-nggwi-), a. Attended by, 
delighting in, bloodshed or slaughter, 
bloody, bloodthirsty, (of laws) inflicting 
death lightly; || (euphem., substituted in 
reporting strong language, or used orig. as 
milder form, for) bloody. Hence ~1lyz 
adv., ~Iness n. [f. L sanguinarius (sanguis 
-inis blood, -ary1)) 

sang'uine (-nggwln), a., n., & v.t. 1. 
Blood-red (literary, & in nat. hist. = L 
sanguineus, as ~ ant, sponge, turtle); of 
blood (rare; ~ rain), sanguinary (rare; ~ 
slaughter)', (hist.) of the temperament in 
which the blood predominates over the 
other humour's, with ruddy complexion 
& courageous hopeful amorous disposi¬ 
tion; (of complexion) bright, ruddy, 
florid; habitually hopeful, confident, ex¬ 
pecting things to go well, whence (& 
rarely in other senses) ~ly2 adv., ~ness 
n. 2. n. Crayon coloured red with iron 
oxide; a drawing in red chalk. 3. v.t. 
(poet.). Stain with blood, stain red. [ME, 
f. OF sanguin f. L sanguineus (prec.)] 

sanguir/eous (-nggwi-), a. Of blood 
(med.); blood-coloured (esp. bot.); full- 
-blooded, plethoric, [f. L as prec., -ous] 

san'hedrim (-n!-), -in, n. Highest court 
of justice & supreme council in ancient 
Jerusalem, of 71 members, [f. late Heb. 
sanhedrin f. Gksu.nedrio«(SYN-, ftedraseat)] 

san'icle, n. An umbelliferous plant of 
parsley family formerly believed to have 
healing properties. [ME, OF, f. med. L 
sanicula prob. f. L sanus sane] 

san'ify, v.t. Make healthy, improve sani¬ 
tary state of, (place), [f. L sanus healthy, 
-I-, -FT] 

san'itarly, a. Of the conditions that 
affect health esp. with regard to dirt & 
infection; free from or designed to obviate 
influences deleterious to health ; ~y towel 
(of kind used in menstruation). Hence 
sanitAR'iAN (-ar-) n. & a., ~Ily2 adv., 
~Iness, ~ist(2), nn. [f. F sanitaire (L as 

sanity, -ary1)] 

sanitation, n. (Improving of) sanitary 
conditions. Hence ~ist(2) (-sho-) n., (by 
back formation) san'itate v.t. & i. 
[irreg. f. sanitary, -ation] 

san'ity, n. Being sane, mental health; 
tendency to avoid extreme views. [ME, 
f. OF sanite or f. L sanilas (SANE, -ty)] 

sdn'jdk, n. (hist.). One of the administra¬ 
tive districts of a Turkish vilayet. [Turk. ] 

sank. See sink1. 

san(n)yasi (siinyah'sl), n. (Also sunnya- 
see) Indian religious mendicant. [Hind., 
f. Skr. sayinyasin laying aside] 
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sans, prep. Without (as E wd, pr. sanz, 
now chiefly w. ref. to Shaks. A. Y. L. II. 
vii. 166, ~ teeth, ~ eyes, ~ taste, ~ every¬ 
thing. As F wd, pr. as F, in phrr. & com¬ 
pounds, for pronunc. of which see Ap.: 
~ c&rimxmie adv., with rude or hurried 
or kindly neglect of usual formalities; 
~culdtte', pr. as F or E, lit. = breechless, 
republican of Parisian lower classes in 
French Revolution, any extreme repub¬ 
lican or revolutionary, whence ~culdlt'erie 
[-eey(4, 5)1 n., ~cul<5MTc a., —culdlt'ism 

n.; ~ faoon adv., outspokenly, uncere¬ 
moniously; -—gene n., absence of con¬ 
straint, familiarity, making oneself at 
home; ~ peur et ~ reproclie a., of chival¬ 
rous character, cf. bayard ; ~ phrase adv., 
in a word, without qualification; ~-souci 
n., gay carelessness, unconcern). [ME 
sa(u)n, sa(u)tis, i. OF, f. L absentia ab¬ 

sence, perh. infl. by sine without] 
sanse'rif, n. & a. (Form of type) without 

serifs, [app. f. prec. +seeif] 
SSn'skrit, -scrit, n. & a. (Of, in) the 
ancient & sacred language of India, 
oldest known member of INDO-European 
family. Hence Sanskrit'io a., Sant 
skritlST(3) n. [f. Skr. samskrta composed 
(sary together* cogn. w. same, kr make)] 

San'ta Claus'V-z), n. Personage who fills 
children’s stockings with Christmas pre¬ 
sents by night. [U.S., f. Du. dial. Sante 
(Du. Sint) Klaas St Nicholas] 

s&n’tdn, n. Mohammedan monk or her¬ 
mit. [f. F or Sp. santon (Sp. santo saint)] 

santon'ica, n. Kind of wormwood. [L 
(Santoncs Aquitanian tribe, -ic)] 

san'tonin, n. Extract of santonica used 
as anthelmintic, [-in] 

Saorstat Eireann (saydr'stath ar'an), n. 
Republic of Ireland. [Ir. ] 

sap ‘,n.,& v.t. (-pp-). 1. Vital juice circu¬ 
lating in plants (also fig., as f/te — of youth, 
there is no ~ in a written constitution); 
(also ~-ivood) soft outer layers of wood, 
alburnum; ~-green n. & a., pigment made 
from buckthorn berries, (of) colour of this; 

lath, made of ~-wood; hence 
—'less, ~p'y2, aa., —p'iNESS n. 2. v.t. 
Drain or dry (wood) of ~; (fig.) exliaust 
vigour of (his energy, constitution, belief, 
had been ~ped by; cf. foil.); remove -— 
-wood from (log). [OE seep, MDu., MLG 
sap, OHG saf, perh. cogn. w. L sapere 
taste] 

sap2, n., & v.i. & t. (-pp-). 1. Making of 
trenches to cover assailants’ approach to 
besieged place, (fig.) insidious or slow 
undermining of belief, resolution, etc.; 
covered siege-trench; <■—head, front end of 
~; —roller, large gabion covering—-head. 
2. vb. Dig —, approach (i. & t.) by —; 
undermine, make insecure by removing 
foundations, (fig.) destroy insidiously (cf. 
prec.), {walls, cliffs, ~ped by the stream, 
tide; health ~ped by the damp climate; 
science was —ping old beliefs), [(vb f. F 
saper) f. F sappe & It. zappa spade, sap ] 

sap3, v.i. (-pp-), & n. (school si.). 1. || Be 
studious, work hard at books or lessons. 
2. n. || Studious or hardworking person; 
II tiresome task, trouble, grind, (it is such 
a, too much, —); *(sl.) simpleton, [prob. 
fig. use of prec. ] 

sap'ajou(-joo), n. Small S.-Amer. monkey 
often kept as pet. [F, earlier -iou, said 
to be Cayenne wd] 

sap'an-wood, -pp-, n. A red dye-wood 
obtained from an E.-Ind. tree. [f. Du. 
sapan, f. Malay sapang, cf. Tamil shap- 
pangam ] 

sap'id, a. Having (esp. agreeable) flavour, 
savour)’, palatable, not insipid; (of talk, 
writing, etc.) not vapid or uninteresting. 
So sapid'iTY n. [f. L sapidus (sapere 
taste, -id1)] 

sap'ient, a. Wise (now rare); would-be 
wise, of fancied sagacity, aping wisdom. 
Hence or cogn. sap'iENCE n., —ly2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF, or L part. st. of sapere be 
wise] 

sapien'tial (-shl), a. Of wisdom (esp. the 
— books, Prov., Eccl., Ecclus., Cant., 
Wisd., etc.). [ME, f. OF, or eccl. L 
sapientialis (L sapientia wisdom as prec., 
-AL)] 

sap'ling, n. Young tree; (fig.) a youth, 
greyhound in first year (— stakes in cours¬ 
ing). [SAP1, -LING1] 

sapodill'a, n. Large evergreen tropical- 
-Amer. tree with durable wood & edible 
fruit (~ plum or naseberry). [f. Sp. zapo- 
tilla dim. of zapote f. Mex. zapotl] 

sapona'ceous (-shi/s), a. Of, like, con¬ 
taining, soap, soapy (lit. &, in joc. use, 
fig.), [f. L sapo -onis soap, -aceous ] 

sapon'ilfy, v.t. & i. Turn (t. & i. of fat or 
oil) into soap by decomposition with 
alkali. Hence or cogn. ~fiABLE a., ~FicAf 
tion n. [f. F saponifier (prec., -fy)] 

sap'or, n. Quality perceptible by taste, 
e. g. sweetness; distinctive taste of sub¬ 
stance; sensation of taste. [WE, f. L 
(sapere taste, -OR) ] 

sapp'er, n. In vbl senses of sap1- 2> 3; 
also, II officer or man of Royal Engineers, 
as official term, private (Royal S~s <£• 
Miners, former title of R.E.). [-ep, 1 ] 

Sapphic (saf'ik), a. & n. 1. Of Sappho 
(Lesbian lyric poetess 600 B.c.; ~ vice, 
also SapphiSM (saf'lzm) n., unnatural 
sexual relations between women; ~ verse, 
stanza, in Gk metres invented by Sappho 
& imitated in L by Horace, esp. the four- 
-line stanza with short fourth line incor¬ 
rectly copied in E light verse as Needy 
knife-grinder, whither do you wander?). 
2. n. pi. Verse in~ stanzas, [f. F saphique 
f. L f. Gk Sapphikos (Sappho, -ic) ] 

sapphire (saf'ir), n. & a. 1. A transparent 
usu. blue precious stone, (mineral.) any 
precious native crystalline alumina in¬ 
cluding ~ & ruby; bright blue of ~, azure; 
kinds of humming-bird; so sapphiriNE2 
(saf'ir-) a. 2. adj. Of ~ blue. [ME, f. OF 
safir f. L f. Gk sappheiros lapis lazuli ] 
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sappy. See sap1. 
sap'ri(o)-, comb, form of Gk sapros rotten 
in scient. terms: ~aem'ia, septic poison¬ 
ing, so ~aem'ic a., [Gk haima blood]; 
~ogen'ic, causing or produced by putre¬ 
faction; ~ophile a. & n., (bacterium) 
inhabiting putrid matter; ~ophyte, vege¬ 
table organism living on decayed organic 
matter. 

II sal-, n. A fish, the sea bream. [F, f. L 
sargus] 

sa'raband, n. Stately old Spanish dance; 
music for this or in its rhythm, in triple 
time freq. with long note on second beat 
of bar. [F (-de), f. Sp. zarabanda] 

Sa'racen, n. & a. 1. (General name among 
later Greeks & Romans for) nomad of 
Syro-Arabian desert; Arab or Moslem of 
time of crusades; II ~ corn, buckwheat; 
~’s head, as heraldic charge or inn-sign; 
hence (esp. of Moslem archit.) Sara- 
cen'ic a. 2. adj. => ~ic. [MB, f. OF 
Sar(r)acin f. LL f. late Gk Sarakenos; 
OE f. LL] 

Saratog'a (trunk), n. Lady’s large 
travelling-trunk. [prob. f. Saratoga 
Springs, New York watering-place] 

sarc'asm, n. Bitter or wounding remark, 
taunt, esp. one ironically worded; lan¬ 
guage consisting of, faculty of uttering, 
use of, such remarks; so sSrcas'tic a., 
sahcas'tiCAixY adv. [f. LL f. late Gk 
sarkastnos (sarlcazo gnash the teeth, tear 
flesh, see SARCO-, -asm corresp. to -ISM)] 

sarcelle', n. Kinds of small duck or teal. 
[ME, f. OF cercelle f. L querquedula] 

sarcenet. See sarsenet. 
sarc'lo-, comb, form of Gk sarx sarkos 
flesh; ~6l'ogy, anatomy of fleshy parts of 
body; ~oplasm, interfibrillar substance of 
muscle. 

saic'ode, n. Animal protoplasm, [prec., 
-ODE] 

sakcom'a, n. (pi. ~fo). Tumour of embry¬ 
onic connective tissue, [f. Gk sarkorna 
(sarkoo see sarco- become fleshy); see 
-OMA] 

sarccph'agus, n. (pi. -gi, pr. -gl, -]i). 
Stone coffln usu. adorned with sculpture 
in inscription. [L, f. Gk sarkophagos 
orig. = flesh-consuming (stone) as sarco- 
+ -phagos -eating ] 

sarc'ous, a. Consisting of flesh or muscle. 
[SARCO-, -OUS] 

sard, n. Yellow or orange cornelian, [f. F 
sardef.h sarda = LL sardius f. Gk sardios 
(Sardis in Lydia)] 

Sakdanapal'ian, a. As of, like, Sarda- 
napalus king of Nineveh notorious for 
effeminate luxury, [-ian ] 

sardelle', n. Fish like & treated like sar¬ 
dine. [f. It. sardella dim. of L sarda 
SARDINE2] 

sdrd'ine1, n. Precious stone in Rev. iv. 3. 
[ME, f. LL (Vulg.) sardinus transl. Gk 
sardios (whence R.V. sardius)] 

sakdine'2 (-en), n. Small fish of herring 
kind found oil Sardinia & Brittany, or 

young pilchard of Cornish coast, cured & 
tinned in oil (packed like ~s, of crowded 
company). [ME, f. OF, f. It. f. L sardina 
(sarda f. Gk sarde perh. f. Sardo Sar¬ 
dinia)] 

Sardinian, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of the 
island or of the kingdom (1720-1861, in¬ 
cluding also Piedmont etc.) of Sardinia. 
LAN] 

sardon'lic, a. Bitter, scornful, mocking, 
sneering, cynical, (of laugh, laughter, 
affected merriment, etc.). Hence ~i- 
cally adv. [f. F (-ique) f. L f. Gk sardonios 
(= Sardinian) alt. of sardanios, Homeric 
epithet of bitter or scornful laughter] 

sdkd'onyx, n. Onyx with white layers 
alternating with sard. [ME, f. L f. Gk 
sardonux (sardios, onyx)] 

sdkgass'o, n. (pi. ~s, ~es). (Also gidf- 
-roeed) kinds of seaweed with berry-like 
air-vessels found floating in island-like 
masses in the Gulf-stream & esp. in N.- 
-Atlantic region called <S~ Sea. [f. Port. 
sargago] 

sa'ri (sail-), n. Length of cotton or silk 
wrapped round body, worn as main 
garment by Hindu women. [Hind. 
sari] 

sariss'a, n. (Gk ant.; pi. -ae). LoDg lance 
of ancient Macedonians. [Gk] 

II Sffrk, n. (Sc.). Shirt or chemise. Hence 
^ino1 n., boarding between rafters & 
roof. [ME seek f. ON serkr f. Gmo 
*sarkiz] 

SiTrma'tian (-shn), a. & n. (Inhabitant) 
of ancient Sarmatia (Russia & Poland); 
(poet.) Pole, Polish, [-an] 

sarm'entose, -en'tous, aa. (hot.). With 
long thin trailing shoots, [f. L sarmento- 
sus (sarmenla pi. twigs, brushwood, f. 
sarpere prime, -ment, -ose1, -ous)] 

sarong', n. Malay national garment, a 
long strip of (often striped) cotton or silk 
worn by both sexes tucked round waist. 
[Malay sdrung] 

sdhsaparlll'a, n. Kinds of tropical- 
-American smilax esp. the Jamaica~(so 
called as chief source of the medicinal ~ 
for which Jamaica was emporium); dried 
roots, or extract of these used as tonio 
etc., of (esp. Jamaica) ~. [f. Sp. zarza- 
parilla (sarza bramble, perh. + dim. of 
parra vine) ] 

sars'en, n. Sandstone etc. boulder, relict 
carried by ice in glacial period, [prob. f. 
SARACEN] 

s£ks'enet, sdk'c-, (-sn-), n. Fine soft silk 
material now used chiefly for linings. 
[ME, f. AF sarzinett (prob. f. sarzin 
saracen -f -et1 after OF drap sarrasinois 
Saracen cloth)] 

sdktdi'ial, a. Of tailor, tailoring, or men’s 
clothes, [f. L sartor tailor + -Ial] 

Sar'um, eccl. name of Salisbury (~ use, 
order of divine service used in diocese of 
Salisbury from 11th c. to Reformation), 
[med. L, prob. f. misread abbr. of L 
Sarisburia Salisbury, cf. viz for videlicet] 



sash 

sash1, n. Ornamental scarf worn by man 
usu. as part of uniform or insignia over 
one shoulder or round waist or by woman 
or child round waist. Hence ~ed1 [-ed2] 
(-sht) a. [ICth c. skash f. Arab, shdsh 
muslin, turban] 

sash2, n. Frame usu. of wood holding 
pane(s) of glass & usu. made to slide up 
& down in grooves of window aperture, 
glazed sliding light of glasshouse or 
garden-frame, (opp. casement); (rare) = 
casement; —-cord, -line, strong cord at¬ 
taching '—weights to ~; ~ -pocket, space 
on each side of window-frame in which 
~-weights run; «—pulley, for —-cord to 
work over; ~-tool, kinds of glazier’s & 
painter’s brush; —weight, attached to 
each end of ~ to balance it at any height; 
•—window, with ~ or usu. two —es, of 
which one or each can be slid over the 
other to make opening. Hence ~ed2 
[-ed2] (-sht), —'less, aa. [corrupt, of 
chassis app. mistaken for pi. ] 

sas'in, n. Indian antelope. [Nepalese] 
sassab'y, n. Largo S.-Afr. antelope, [na¬ 
tive 1 

sass'afras, n. (Small N.-Amer. tree yield¬ 
ing) a bark used medicinally; infusion of 
this. [Sp. sasafras, of unkn. orig.] 

Sassan'ian, Sass'anid, nn. & aa. (Mem¬ 
ber, esp. a king) of family of Sa(s)san, 
rulers of Persian empire a.d. 211-651. 
[-IAN, -ID3] 

Sass'enach (see Ap.), n. & a. (Sc. & Ir. 
for) English(man). [thr. Gael. & Ir. f. 
Saxon] 

sastru'gi (sahstroo'gl), n. pi. Wavelike 
irregularities on the surface of hard snow 
caused by winds. [Russ.] 

sat. See sit. 
Sat'an, (arch.) Sat'anas, n. The Devil, 
Lucifer. [LL f. Gk, f. Heb. satan enemy] 

Satan'ic, a. Of, like, or befitting Satan, 
diabolical, hellish, (his — majesty, Satan; 
— school, orig. Byron, Shelley, etc., also 
any set of writers accused of defiant 
impiety etc.). Hence <—ali.Y2 adv. [-IC, 
-ICAL] 

Sat'an | ism, n. Deliberate wickedness, 
pursuit of evil for its own sake, diabolical 
disposition, so —ize(3) v.t.; character¬ 
istics of Satanic school; (esp. French 
19th-c.) professed worship of Satan. So 
—ist(2)n. [ -ism ] 

Satanol'ogy, n. (History or collection of) 
beliefs concerning the Devil. [-0-, -logy] 

satar'a, n. Heavy broadcloth with hori¬ 
zontal rib. [S— in India] 

satch'el, n. Small bag usu. of leather & 
hung from shoulder with strap for carry¬ 
ing books etc. esp. to & from school. 
Hence —Ied2 (-Id) a. [ME, f. OF sachel f. 
L saccellus (sack1, -el)] 

sate1, v.t. Gratify (desire, person feeling 
it) to the full; cloy, surfeit, weary with 
over-abundance (—d with). Hence —'less 
(-tl-) a. (poet.), [f. (now dial.) sade, OE 
sadian (sad), assim. to L sat(is) enough] 

satirical 

sate2 (s&t, sat). Arch, past & p.p. of sit. 
sateen', n. Cotton or woollen fabric with 
glossy surface, [f. satin after velveteen] 

sat'ell|ite, n. Person’s follower or hench¬ 
man or hanger-on, member of great 
man’s retinue, underling; heavenly body 
revolving round another (often fig.), 
whence —it'ic a.; artificial body launched 
from and encircling the earth; (attrib.) 
minor, secondary; — state, country sub¬ 
servient to or controlled by a greater 
power; — town, smaller town dependent 
on a larger town a short distance away. 
[F, or f. L satellit- nom. -les guard] 

sati. See suttee. 

sa'tiate1 (-shyot), a. Satiated. [L satiare 
(satis), -ate2] 

sa'tiate2 (-shl-), v.t. = sate1. So sa'tiABLE 

(-she-) a. (rare), satiA'noN (sasi-, sasln-) 
n. [as prec.,-ate3] 

satl'ety, n. Glutted or satiated state, feel¬ 
ing of having had too much of something, 
cloyed dislike of, (to —, to extent beyond 
what is desired); (rare) over-abundance, 
[f. F satiete f. L satietatem (satis enough, 
-TV)] 

sat'in, n. & a., & v.t. 1. Silk fabric with 
glossy surface on one side got by catching 
warp-threads only at intervals (Denmark 
—, smooth worsted material used for 
ladies’ slippers); white—,the plant honesty, 
also kind of moth; — or white —, si., gin. 
2. adj. Smooth as —. 3. — beauty, carpel, 
kinds of moth; — cloth, a woollen cloth 
woven like —; — finish, polish given to 
silver with metallic brush; —-flower, hon¬ 
esty, also greater stitchwort; — gypsum, 
fibrous kind with pearly lustre; — paper, 
fine glossy writing-paper; — pug, pygmy, 
kinds of moth; — sheeting, fabric of waste 
silk & cotton; —-spar, fibrous carbonate 
of lime; —-stitch, giving appearance of — 
in embroidery & woolwork; — -stone, — 
gypsum; -—straw, soft & flexible for hats; 
— white, artificial sulphate of lime; — 
wood, choice timber of a tropical tree; 
hence —Y2 a., —ette'(2) & in same sense 
—et1 nn. 4. v.t. Give glossy surface to 
(paper). [ME, f. OF, f. Arab, zaituni] 

sat'ire, n. (Rom. ant.) poetic medley, 
esp. poem aimed at prevalent vices or 
follies; a composition in verse or prose 
holding up vice or folly to ridicule or 
lampooning individual(s), this branch of 
literature, (often upon); thing that brings 
ridicule upon something (our lives are a 
— upon our religion)-, use of ridicule, 
irony, sarcasm, etc., in speech or writing 
for the ostensible purpose of exposing & 
discouraging vice or folly. [F, or f. L 
satira later form of satura medley] 

sati'ric, a. Of satires or satire, containing 
satire, writing satires, (— verse, poem, 
poet, writer, intent, stroke). [F (-ique), or 
f. LL satiricus (prec., -ic)] 

sati'rical, a. = prec.; given to the use of 
satire in speech or writing or to cynical 
observation of others, sarcastic, humor- 

1116 



satirist 1 

ously critical. Hence ~ly2 adv. [as prec., 
see -ical] 

sat'irist, n. Writer of satires; satirical 
person, [-ist] 

sat'irxze, -ise (-Iz), v.t. AssaO with satire, 
write satire(s) upon, describe satirically, 
[f. F satiriser (satire, -ize)] 

sdt'is, Latin adv. & n. = enough, used in 
phrr. jam ~, already enough, ~ superque 
(pr. supdtk'wi), enough & too much, 

satisfaction, n. 1. Payment of debt, 
fulfilment of obligation, atonement (for), 
thing accepted by way of ~, (eccl.) perfor¬ 
mance of penance, (theol.) atonement 
made by Christ for sins of men, (make ~; 
in ~ of; enter ~, legal, place on record of 
court that payment ordered has been 
made; Christ is the ~ for our sins). 2. Op¬ 
portunity of fighting duel with person 
one complains of (give, demand, ~). 3. 
Satisfying or being satisfied in regard to 
desire or want or doubt, thing that 
satisfies desire or gratifies feeling, (find 
~ in; give to the ~ of; heard it with 
great ~; their ~ at or with the results; if 
you can prove it to my ~; the ~ of not 
having to do it; it is a great ~ that it need 
not be done; would be a ~ to me; thinks 
only of present ~). [ME, f. OF, f. L satis- 
factionem (satisfy)] 

satisfactory, a. 1. (theol.). Serving as 
atonement for sin. 2. Satisfying expecta¬ 
tions or needs, leaving no room for com¬ 
plaint, causing satisfaction, adequate, 
(~j/ proof, method, result, pupil, pair of 
boots, expedition, marriage, compromise). 
Hence ~1ly2 adv., ~iness n. [f. F satis- 
factoire or LL satisfactorius (satisfy, 
-OKY)] 

sattsfly, v.t. & i. 1. Pay (debt, creditor), 
fulfil (obligation), comply with (demand); 
(of Christ) make atonement for sins of 
men. 2. Meet the expectations or desires 
of, come up to (notion, preconception, 
etc.), be accepted by (person, his taste, 
etc.) as adequate, content, (~y the exa¬ 
miners at uniw., receive pass without 
honours). 3. pass. Be content or pleased 
(with), demand no more than or consider 
it enough to do, (rest ~ied, make or take 
no further demands or steps). 4. intr. 
Give satisfaction, leave nothing to be de¬ 
sired. 5. Dispose of (an appetite or want), 
rid (person) of an appetite or want, by 
sufficient supply. 6. Furnish with ade¬ 
quate proof, convince, (of fact, that it is 
so; ~j/ oneself, attain to practical cer¬ 
tainty). 7. Adequately meet (objection, 
doubt, request, conditions). Hence li¬ 
able, ~yiNG,2 aa., ~yingLY2 adv. [ME, 
f. OF satisfier f. L SATls/aeere fact- (-FY)] 

satrangi (sut'ranji, satrun'jl), n. Cheap 
Indian cotton carpet. [Hindi] 

sfit'rap, n. Holder of provincial governor¬ 
ship or~Y1 n. in ancient-Persian empire, 
viceroy; modern subordinate ruler, 
colonial governor, etc. (rhet. with im¬ 
plication of luxury or tyranny). [ME, f. 

17 satyriasis 

OF, or L f. Gk satrapes f. OPers. khsa.tra- 
pava province-guardian ] 

Sat'suma, n. (Also ~ ware) cream- 
-coloured Japanese pottery, [name of 
province] 

sat'urlate (or -clier-), v.t. Impregnate, 
soak thoroughly, imbue with; overwhelm 
(defences, target area) by concentrated 
bombing; (chem. etc.) charge (substance, 
air, vapour, metal) with or cause to com¬ 
bine with or absorb or hold the greatest 
amount possible of another substance, 
moisture, magnetism, electricity, etc.; 
(p.p., of colour) free from admixture of 
white, full, rich. Hence or cogn. ~ate2 
(-at) a. (poet. exc. of colour), ~able a., 
' 'Action n. [f. L saturare (salur full cogn. 
W. SATIS), -ATE3] 

Sat'urday (-erdl), n. Seventh day of week 
(holy, hospital, ~; ~-to-Monday, — the 
now usu. WEEK-end). [OE Sxtern(es)d.xg 
transl. of L Saturni dies day of satdrn] 

Sat'uln, n. 1. (Rom. ant.). Italic god of 
agriculture later identified with Greek 
Cronos father of Zeus, ruler of the world 
in a golden age of innocence and plenty. 
2. A planet, the farthest off of the 7 
anciently known, with 10 moons & broad 
flat ring, credited in astrology with pro¬ 
ducing cold sluggish gloomy temperament 
in those bom under its influence, [f. L 
Saturnus (severe sat- sow)] 

saturnal'ia (-ter-), n. pi. & (see below) sing. 
Ancient-Roman festival of Saturn in De¬ 
cember observed as time of unrestrained 
merrymaking extending even to slaves, 
predecessor of modem Christmastide 
(S~); scene or time of wild revelry or 
tumult (also ; often as sing, as a ~ o/ 
crime). Hence saturnal'LvN (-ter-) a. [L, 
neut. pi. of Saturnalis (prec., -al)] 

Satuhn'ian, a. & n. 1. Of the god or the 
planet Saturn; ~ age, golden age; ~ metre, 
verse, metre used in early Latin poetry 
before introduction of Greek metres. 
2. n. Inhabitant of Saturn; (pi.) ~ verse. 
[f. L SATURNtWS, -AN] 

saturn'ic, a. (path.). Affected with lead- 
-poisoning. So sat'urniSM(5) (-ter-) n. 
[Saturn in alch. sense lead, -ic] 

sat'urnine (-ter-), a. Of sluggish gloomy 
temperament, (of looks etc.) suggestive 
of or produced by such temperament, 
whence ~ly 2 adv.; of lead (a ~ poultice 
etc.); of, affected by, lead-poisoning 
(~ patients, symptoms), [ME, f. OF -ine 
f. med. L -inus (as prec., -ine1)] 

satyagraha (sahtyah'grahah), n. (Indian 
pol.). Passive resistance. [Skr., f. satya 
truth -Vdgraha firm grasping] 

sat'yr (-er), n. One of a class of Greek 
woodland deities in human form with 
horse’s ears & tail (or, as represented by 
Romans, with goat’s ears, tail, legs, & 
budding horns); lustful or beastly- 
-minded man; (rare) orang-utan. [ME, f. 
OF satyre or L f. Gk saturos] 

satyri'asis (-ter-), n. Excessive sexual 



save 

desire in males. [X. LL f. Gk saluriasis 
(prec., -asis)] 

saty'rlc, a. Of satyrs (esp. ~ drama, kind 
of Greek comic play with chorus of satyrs, 
see TETRAlofirj/). [f. L f. Gk saturikos 
(SATYR, -IC) ] 

sauce, n., & v.t. 1. Liquid preparation 
taken as relish with some article of food 
(bread; egg, mint, 'parsley, tomato, etc., ~, 
with these as prominent ingredient; ichile 
~, of melted butter, flour, etc.; hunger is 
the best ~; ~ for the gander ; serve with the 
same ~, subject to same usage); (fig.) 
something that adds piquancy (is tame 
without the ~ of danger). 2. Solution of 
salt & other ingredients used in some 
manufacturing processes. 3. Sauciness, 
impertinent speech, cheek, (none of your 
—/). 4. '-'-alone, hedge-weed formerly 
used to flavour salads &~s; —boat, vessel 
in which ~ is served; box, impudent 
person; pan (-an), metal vessel usu. 
cylindrical with long handle projecting 
from side for boiling thing's in cookery; 
hence —''less a. 5. v.t. Season with ~s or 
condiments (rare); (fig.) make piquant, 
add relish to; (vulg.) be impudent to, 
cheek, (person). [ME, f. OF f. Horn. 
*salsa fem. of salsus (scdere sals- to salt f. 
sal salt)] 

sau'cer, n. Shallow vessel for standing 
cup on to intercept spillings of tea etc. 
(~ eye, large & round as a ~, whence — 
-eyED2 a.); vessel placed under flowerpot 
to prevent water from running away at 
once; any small shallow round vessel re¬ 
sembling tea-~. Hence ~ful(2) n., ~less 

a. [ME — condiment-dish, f. OF saussier 
f. LL salsarium (sauce, -ary1)] 

sau'cly, a. Impudent to superiors, cheeky; 
(si.) sprightly, smart, stylish. Hence 
~iuY2 adv., ~iness n. [earlier sense 
savoury, sauce, -y2] 

sauerkraut (sowr'krowt), n. German dish 
of pickled cabbage. [G] 

Saul. See sal. 
saurrmr (som'ur), n. White wine pro¬ 

duced near ~ in France. 
Saunders. See banders. 

saun'ter, v.i., & n. 1. Walk in leisurely 
way or without destination, stroll, (also 
fig., as ~ through life): hence ~Ei>,1 n., 
~ingLY2 adv. 2. n. Leisurely ramble or 
gait. [orig. unkn.] 

saur'lian, a. & n. (One) of the Sauria or 
order of lizards including crocodiles, alli¬ 
gators, & extinct kinds such as ichthyo¬ 
saurus & plesiosaurus. So ~0- comb, 
form, ~oid a. & n. [Gk sauros lizard, 
-IAN] 

saur'y, n. A long-billed sea-fish. [prob. f. 
mod. L f. Gk sauros lizard] 

sau'sage (sos-), n. Pork or other meat 
minced, seasoned, & stuffed into long 
cylindrical cases prepared from entrails 
& divided when full into lengths of a few 
inches by twisting or tying, a length of 
this, (Bologna ~, large kind made of 

bacon, veal, pork-suet, etc,., & sold ready 
foreatingcold);~-filler, -grinder, -machine, 
~-making appliances; ~-meat, meat & 
bread etc. minced & seasoned for use in 
<—'S or as a stuffing etc.; ~ roll, ~-meat 
enclosed in pastry & cooked. [ME, f. 
ONF saussiche f. LL salsicia (L salsus see 
SAUCE)] 

saute (sot'a), a. (in fem. -ie; pi. -is, fem. 
-ces; pronunc. the same in all forms). 
Quickly fried in hot pan with little grease. 
[F] 

Sauterne(s) (sotarn'), n. Kinds of sweet 
white French wine. [f. Sautcrnes, name 
of district] 

sauve-qui-peut (sovkepdi'), n. Precipi¬ 
tate flight in various directions. [F sauve 
qui peut save (himself) who can] 

sav'age, a., n., & v.t. 1. Uncultivated, 
wild, (arch.; a ~ scene); uncivilized, in 
primitive state, (~ tribes, life); fierce, 
cruel, furious, (~ persecution, persecutor, 
revenge, criticism, blow); (colloq.) angry, 
out of temper; (her.; of human figure) 
naked; hence or cogn. ~ly2 (-Ijll) adv., 
~ness (-ijn-), sav'agERY(2, 4) (-Ijri), nn. 
2. n. Member of ~ tribe esp. of one living 
by hunting & fishing, whence ~DOM (-Ijd-) 
n.; brutally cruel or barbarous person. 
3. v.t. (Of horse) attack & bite or trample 
(person; was '—d by his horse). [ME & OF 
sal-, sauvage f. LL salvaticum (L sil-) f. 
silva a wood, -atic ] 

savann'a(h) (-na), n. Grassy plain with 
scattered trees in tropical & subtropical 
regions, [f. Sp. zavana perh. of Carib 
orig.] 

savant (see Ap.), n. Man of learning, esp. 
distinguished scientist, [part, of F savoir 
know, as sapient ] 

savate' (-aht), n. French boxing, in which 
feet & head are used as well as fists. [F ] 

save1, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Rescue, preserve, 
deliver, from or from danger or misfor¬ 
tune or harm or discredit (~d my life, 
me from drowning, the State; ~ me or God 
~ me from my friends etc., comment upon 
well-meant inopportune ofificiousness; ~ 
us!, excl. of surprise; ~ one’s bacon, 

face1; ~ the situation, find or provide 
way out of difficulty, avert disaster; ~ 
appearances, put a good face on some¬ 
thing); (footb. etc.) prevent opponents 
from scoring. 2. Bring about spiritual 
salvation of, preserve from damnation, 
(who then can be ~d ?; the saving of souls); 
(part.) redeeming (by the saving grace of 
God; has the saving grace of humour). 
3. Keep for future use, husband, reserve, 
abstain from expending, lay by money, 
live economically, (~ one’s breath, be 
silent; a saving housekeeper; is saving his 
strength; has never ~d, put by money; 
~ up, try to accumulate money by 
economy; you may ~ your pains or 
trouble, need not take, will take in vain), 
whence sav'ER^l) n., sav'iNG1(2) n. (usu. 
in pi.), sav'ingLY1 adv. 4. Relieve 
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(person) from need of expending (money, 
trouble, etc.) or from exposure to (annoy¬ 
ance etc.), obviate need of, reduce 
requisite amount of, (that toill — me £50; 
his secretary —d him, much time or labour, 
many interviews; ~ the follow-on in cricket, 
get enough runs to prevent it; stitch in 
time —s nine; soap —s rubbing), whence 
(-)savER1(2) n. (time—r), (-)saviNG2 a. 
(labour-saving). 5. Avoid losing, be iu 
time for, suoceod in catching, (write 
hurriedly to — the post; shall ice — the 
tide ?, get in or out while it serves). 6. 
Make reservation concerning, make 
reservation, (esp. saving clause, containing 
stipulation of exemption etc.; saving 
your reverence, apology for unseemly 
expression etc., cf. ~ the Majix1); (part, as 
prep.) except, with the exception of, 
save2. 7. n. (Footb. etc.) act of preventing 
opponents from scoring; (bridge) action 
taken to prevent heavy losses. 8. —all 
(hist.), pan with spike for burning up 
candle-ends; savings-bank, receivingsmall 
deposits & conducted solely in depositors’ 
interests (Post-office savings-bank, with 
branches at local post offices). Hence 
S&v'able a. [ME, f. OF salver, sauver f. 
LL salvare (salvus safe)] 

save2, prep. & conj. 1. Except, but, (with 
n. in obj. case, or with that clause; arch., 
poet., or with formal or pretentious effect 
in ordinary writing, also pleonast, in ~ & 
except; forty stripes — one; all — him, & 
see conj.; I am well — that I have a cold). 
2. conj. (arch.). Unless, but, (thou seest no 
beauty — thou make it; all the conspirators 
— only he; happy — for one want). [ME, f. 
OF sum/, sauve t. L salvo (see salvo1), 

sdlvd SATE2] 

sav'eloy, n. Highly seasoned dried 
sausage, [corrupt, of F cervelas, -at, f. It. 
cervellala (cervello brain)] 

sav'in, n. (Kind of juniper with) tips of 
shoots yielding a volatile oil used medi¬ 
cinally. [ME, f. OF savine f. L sabina 
(herba) sabine (herb)] 

sav'iour (-vyer), n. Deliverer, redeemer 
(the, our, S-, Christ), person who saves a 
State etc. from destruction etc. [ME & 
OF sauveour f. LL salvalorem (salvare 
save1), see -iour] 

savoir faire (sav'wifr far’), n. Quickness 
to see & do the right thing, address, tact. 
[F] 

savoir vivre (sav'war vo'vr), n. Good 
breeding, being at home in society. [F] 

sav'ory, n. Herb of mint family used 
in cookery. [ME savercy, ult. f. L satu- 
reia] 

sav'our (-ver), n., & v.i. & t. 1. Charac¬ 
teristic taste, flavour, relish, or (now rare) 
smell, power to affect the taste (lit. or 
fig.); quality suggestive, perceptible 
admixture, suspicion, smack, of (a not 
unpleasing — of preciosity); hence ~LESS 

(-ver-) a. 2. vb. Appreciate or perceive the 
lit. or fig. taste of (arch.); give flavour to 

(rare); smack, offer suggestion, suggest 
presence, of (the offer —s of impertinence). 
[ME; (1) OF, f. L saporem (sapere taste, 
-or) ; (2) f. OF savourer f. LL saporare] 

sav'ourly (-veil), a. & n. 1. With appetiz¬ 
ing taste or smell; (of places etc.; only w. 
neg.) free from bad smells; (of dishes etc.) 
of salt or piquant & not sweet flavour 
(sweet or —y omelette); hence ~Ily2 adv., 
~iness n. 2. n. || ~y dish, esp. one served 
at beginning or end of dinner as stimulant 
or digestive. [ME, f. OF savoure p.p. 
(prec.); see -y4 ] 

savoy', n. Kind of cabbage with wrinkled 
leaves. [S~ in France] 

Savoy'ard (-oi-), n. & a. 1. (Native) of 
Savoy. 2. Member of the Savoy Theatre 
company who acted in the original pro¬ 
ductions of the Gilbert and Sullivan 
operas. [F (Savoie Savoy, -ard)] 

saw'y, corrupt, of Sp. sabe knows, in 
si. use = do you understand ? (no —, I do, 
he etc. does, not know or understand), 
also as n. = understanding, wits, savoir 
faire. 

saw1, n., & v.t. & i. (p.p. —n, rarely ~ed). 
1. Implement usu. of steel worked by 
hand or mechanically & with variously 
shaped blade or edge haying teeth of 
various forms cut in or attached to it for 
dividing wood, metal, stone, etc., by 
reciprocating or rotatory motion (annu¬ 
lar, crown, cylinder, —, cylinder with 
toothed edge for making circular hole; 
BAND1, BOW1, FRAME2, FRET1,-; CIRCULAR 

~; cross-cut, rip-, —, for cutting wood 
across, along, the grain; hand—, held 
with one hand; ilack2-~; jig'—, frame-~ 
worked mechanically in connexion with 
table holding the wood etc. (jig— puzzle, 
of pieces sawn with jig~ to be put 
together); musical or singing —, ordinary 
~ played on by performer by means of 
violin bow; pit—, worked by two men 
one above & one in pit; reciprocating —, 
worked mechanically with backward & 
forward strokes; stone-~, toothless frame- 
-~ cutting stone by friction with sand & 
water). 2. (zool. etc.). Serrated organ or 
part. 3. ~-doctor, machine for making 
teeth of ~; ~'dusl, wood fragments pro¬ 
duced in ~ing used in packing, pugging, 
stuffing, drying moisture, etc. (let the 
~dust out of, fig., expose pretentiousness 
or unsubstantial character of, w. ref. to 
doll’s stuffing); fish, large kind with 
toothed snout used as weapon; ~-fly, 
kinds injurious to plants with serrated 
ovipositor; '-'-frame, in which ~-blade is 
held taut;—gate,~-frame;'—-gin, cotton- 
-gin 1 with~-teeth; —-horse, rack support¬ 
ing wood forcing; —'mill, driven by water 
or steam for mechanical ~ing; —-pit, in 
which lower of two men working pit-~ 
stands; —-set, tool for wrenchingteeth 
in alternate directions to give kerf wider 
than blade & let ~ work freely; —wort, 
plant yielding yellow dye named from 
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serrated leaves; ~-wrack, a serrated sea¬ 
weed; ~-vsrest, ~-set. 4. vb. Cut (wood 
etc.) with, make (boards etc.) with, use, 
~; move (t. & i.) backward & forward, 
divide (the air etc.), with motion as of ~ 
or person ~ing; (quasi-pass.) admit of 
being ~n easily, badly, etc.; (bookbind.) 
make incisions to receive binding-bands 
in (gathered sheets); bones (si.), surgeon. 
[OB sagu, saga, OHG saga, ON sqo f. 
Gmc *sago; cogn. w. L secare cut] 

saw2, n. Proverbial saying, old maxim, 
(usu. old or wise~). [OB sagu, OHG, ON 
saga, f. Gmc *sag- SAY2; cf. SAGA] 

saw3. See see1. 

sawd'er, n. Soft ~, compliments, flatter¬ 
ing speeches, blarney. [= SOLDER] 

Sawn'ey, n. (Nickname for) Scotsman; 
simpleton, [prob. as sandy2] 

saw'yer, n. Man employed in sawing 
timber (top—); * uprooted tree floating 
or stranded in river (named as sawing 
up & down); kinds of wood-boring larva. 
[-YER] 

sax, zax, n. Slater’s chopper, with point 
for making nail-holes. [OE seax, OS saks, 
OHG satis, ON sax f. Gmc *sah-, *sag- 
cogn. w. saw1] 

sax'atlle, a. (nat. hist.). Living, growing, 
on or among rocks. [F, or f. L saxatilis 
(saxurn rock, -atile)] 

saxe, n. || Kind of photographic paper; 
a colour, = saxon blue. [F, = Saxony 
(place of origin)] 

sax'hdrn, n. Brass instrument made in 
seven sizes, the lowest three being con¬ 
sidered tubas. [A. Sax, inventor (d. 1894)] 

saxic'oline, -lous, aa. (nat. hist.). = 
saxatile. [f. mod. L saxicolus (saxurn, 
rock, colere inhabit) + -ink, -ous] 

sax'ifrage (or -a]), n. Kinds of Alpine or 
rock plant with tufted foliage & panicles 
of white or yellow or red flowers. [ME, 
f. OF, or LL saxifraga (herba) f. saxurn 
rock + frangere break ] 

Sax'on, n. & a. 1. Member, language 
(often Old ~), of the Germanic people by 
which Britain was conquered in 5th & 6th 
cc.; = anglo-saxon, whence ~dom n.; 
native of modern Saxony; Germanic 
(opp. Latin or Romance) elements of 
English. 2. adj. Of tlie~s (~ architecture, 
rude Romanesque preceding Norman in 
England); in ~ (~ words in English, of 
Germanic origin), whence ~ism(2, 4), 
~ist(2), nn.; ~ blue, solution of indigo in 
sulphuric acid as dye; hence ~izb(2, 3) 
v.i. & t. [ME, f. OF f. LL Saxoneui f. WG 
* Saxon- (OE Seaxan, Seaxe pi.)] 

sax'ony, n. Fine kind of wool, cloth made 
from it. [f. in Germany ] 

sax'ophone, n. Keyed brass instrument 
in several sizes, having a reed like that of 
a clarinet, [as saxhorn, Gk phone sound] 

sax'tuba, n. Large saxhorn, [tuba] 

say1, n. (now rare). Fine serge-like cloth. 
[ME, f. OF saie f. L saga pi. of sagum 
military cloak ] 

say2, v.t. & i. (said pr. sSd; 3rd sing. pres. 
says pr. sCz, arch, saith pr. sCth; arch. 
2nd sing. pres. ~sf or ~est, past saidst 
rarely saidest), & n. 1. Utter, make (speci¬ 
fied remark), recite, rehearse, in ordinary 
speaking voice (~ the word, give the order 
etc.; ~ when ; ~ no more, cease speaking; 
~ a good word for, commend or excuse; 
to be said or sung; ~ no, yes, refuse, grant, 
request, also deny, confirm or accept, 
statement; ~ out, express fully or candid¬ 
ly ; ~ one nay, refuse him something; has 
said his finished what he had to ~; 
~ lesson, repeat it to teacher; ~ grace, 
prayer; ~ something, make a short speech; 
that is to ~, in other words, as the whole 
family, that is to ~ four persons, also = or 
at least, as he never went, that is to ~ it is 
not recorded that he did, also ellipt. ~ in 
giving sum in words after figures, as 
£500 ~ five hundred pounds; he said ‘ You 
lie ’; ~s or said he etc., said I,~sl colloq., 
forms inserted in repeating conversation; 
~ing <£.’ doing, speech & action; || I 
excl. used to draw attention, open a con¬ 
versation, or express surprise, as I ~, 
who was that?, I ~, what a beauty !, or in 
same sense ! alone). 2. State, promise, 
prophesy, (he ~s all men or that all men are 
liars; you said you would; dare ~ ; they ~, 
it is said, forms introducing rumour; it 
‘—s in the Bible, the Bible ~s; goes without 
~ing, is too obvious to need mention; 
hear ~, hear it reported; so he ~s, he ~s 
so; you may well ~ so, your statement is 
fully justified). 3. Speak, talk, (rare; ~ 
away, ~ what you have to ~; he said, & 
turned his back, in narrative poetry etc.). 
4. Put into words, express (that was well 
said). 5. Adduce or allege in argument or 
excuse (there is much to be said on both 
sides; have you anything to ~ for yourself?). 
6. Form & give opinion or decision as to 
or abs. (there is no ~ing, it is hard to 
who it teas; I cannot ~, do not know 
whether etc. or abs,; do ~ which you will 
have; what ~ you to a theatre?, are you 
inclined for it ?; & so ~ all of us, & that is 
our opinion too). 7. Select as example, 
assume, take (specified number etc.) as 
near enough, (let us or usu. ellipt. ~; 
any country, let us~ Sweden, might do the 
same; well, ~ it were true, what then ?; a 
few of them, ~ a dozen or so). 8. n. (Oppor¬ 
tunity of ~ing) what one has to ~, share 
in decision, (~ your ~ ; let him have his ~; 
had no ~ in the matter). [OE seegan, OS 
seggian, OHG sagen, ON segja, f. Gmc 
*sagjan, *sageejan] 

say'ing.n. In vblsenses; esp., sententious 
remark, maxim, adage, (as the ~ is or 
goes, form used in quoting proverb or 
phrase), [-ing1] 

Say(y)id (sa'yid). Said (sad), nn. Varr. of 
seid. [f. Arab., see sidi, seid] 

sbt'rro (zb-), n. (pi. -ri pr. -e). Italian 
policeman. [It. ] 

scab, n., & v.i. (-bb-). 1. Dry rough 
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incrustation formed over sore in healing, 
cicatrice; mange, itch, or similar skin- 
-disease; kinds of fungous plant-disease; 
mean dirty fellow (arch.); (trade union¬ 
ism) workman who refuses to join strike 
or union or takes striker’s place, black¬ 
leg; '—'wort, elecampane; hence ~bED2 
(-bd), ~b'Y2, aa., —b'iLY2 adv., —b'iNESS 
n. 2. v.i. (Of sore) form ~, heal over. 
[ME,f. ONsfcab&r = OEsceaM>,seeSHABBY] 

scabb'ard, n. Sheath of sword, bayonet, 
etc. (fling, throw, away the —, commit 
oneself to fighting a matter out to the 
end) ;~-fi,sh, silvery-white sea-fish shaped 
like sword[ME scauberc etc., f. AF, 
OF escauberc, escauberge of WG orig. ] 

scab'ies (-z), n. The itch. [L (scabere 
scratch)] 

scab'ious, a. & n. 1. Scabby, affected 
with mange, itch, etc. 2. n. Kinds of wild 
& cultivated annual or perennial herb with 
blue, pink, or white, pincushion-shaped 
flowers, as devil’s-bit. [(n. f. med. L 
scabiosa herba, named as specific against 
itch) f. F scabieux or L scabiosus (prec., 
-OTJS)] 

scab'rous, a. (Zool., bot., etc.) with 
rough surface, scurfy; (literature; of 
subject, situation, etc.) requiring tactful 
treatment, hard to handle with decency. 
Hence —ness n. [f. F scabreux or LL 
scabrosus (L scaber rough, -ous)] 

scad, n. Kind of fish called also horse- 
-mackerel. [orig. unkn. ] 

scaff'old, n„ & v.t., scaff'old ling, n. 
1. Elevated platform of timber usu. for 
execution of criminals (~; the. —, death by 
executioner’s hands) or rarely (—, ~ing) 
for display of something or accommoda¬ 
tion of spectators; (usu. —inff) temporary 
structure of poles & planks providing 
workmen with platform(s) to stand on 
while building or repairing house etc., 
(~ing) materials for this; (anat., em¬ 
bryo! ; ~, —ing) framework outlining 
parts to be formed on it later (the — of the 
skull); ~ing-pole, mastlike pole helping 
to support building-platform. 2. v.t. 
Attach —ing to (house). [ME, f. NF 
forms corresp. to OF eschaffavt, earlier 
escadafaut f. ex- + Rom. •catafalcum 
CATAFALQUE] 

sc&g'lla (or skal'ya), n. Reddish Italian 
limestone. [It. ] 

scagliola (skalyol'a), n. Imitation stone 
of plaster mixed with glue & variously 
coloured or diversified. [It. (-iuola)] 

scal'able, a. In vbl senses of scale1- 2- 3. 

[-ABLE] 
scala'rifdrm, a. (bot., zool.). Ladder- 

-shaped (of veins in insect’s wings, or of 
alternating thick & thin strips in struc¬ 
ture). [f. mod. L scalariformis f. scalaris 
SCALE2, -AR1, -FORM] 

scal'awag, scall'a-, scall'y-, n. Under¬ 
sized or ill-fed animal; good-for-nothing 
person, scamp, scapegrace. [U.S. 6l., of 
unkn. orig. ] 

scald1 (-aw-), v.t., & n. 1. Injure or pain 
(skin, or person or animal or part in re¬ 
gard to it) with hot liquid or vapour (was 
—ed to death by the steam; '—ing tears, of 
bitter grief); raise (milk) to near boiling - 
-point (—ed cream, from milk —ed & 
allowed to stand), whence ~'er1(2) n.; 
cleanse (vessel; often out) by rinsing with 
boiling water. 2. n. Injury to skin by 
—ing (for —s & burns). [ME, f. ONF 
escalder f. LL ex(caldare f. L calidus hot)] 

scald2 (-aw-), sk-, n. Ancient-Scandi- 
navian composer & reciter of poems in 
honour of great men. Hence sca'ldio 
(-awl-) a. [ON skald, of unkn. orig.) 

scald-head (-awld-hSd), n. Scalp-disease 
of children, [scall, -ed2] 

scale1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. One of the thin 
horny overlapping plates protecting the 
skin of many fishes & reptiles. 2. Plate or 
thin outer piece with some resemblance 
to fish-'— in organic or other object, e.g. 
pod, husk, rudimentary loaf or feather, 
bract, metamorphosed hair of lepido- 
ptera, bulb-layer, flake of skin, scab, 
lamina on surface of rusty iron. 3. (With¬ 
out a) incrustation inside boiler etc., tar¬ 
tar on teeth. 4. —armour, of metal —s 
attached to leather etc.; ~-board, very 
thin for back of mirror, picture, etc.; 
'—borer, machine for removing ~ from 
boiler-tubes; ~-/em, ceterach; '—-insect, 
kinds that cling fast to plants & secrete a 
shieldlike <— as covering; ~-moss, kinds 
of plant with —like leaves resembling 
moss; '--winged, lepidopterous ; — -work, 
overlapping arrangement, imbrication; 
hence (-)scalED (-Id),—'less (-1-1-), scal'Y2, 
aa., scal'ixEss n. 5. vb. Take away 
—(s) from (— fish, almonds, teeth, iron); (of 
skin, metal, etc.) form, come off in, drop, 
—s; (of —s) come off. [ME, f. OF escale t. 
WG "skala, see foil. ] 

scale2, n., & v.t. 1. Dish of simple balance 
(throw sword into —, back claim noth 
arms; turn the —, of motive or circum¬ 
stance, be decisive); (astron.) the S—s, = 
libra ; (pi.) a simple balance (also pair of 
—s) or weighing-instrument (hold the — s 
even, be impartial judge). 2. v.t. Weigh 
in —s (rare); (of thing weighed) show 
(specified weight) in the —s (—s 10 st.., 
100 lb.). [ME, f. ON skdl bowl = OHG 
skala f. Gmc *skwlo var. of *skalo whence 
OE scealu shale ; see also shell1] 

scale2, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Series of degrees, 
ladderlike arrangement or classification, 
graded system, (is high in the— of creation 
or social, intellectual, etc., —; sink in the 

fall to lower rank or level; at the top, 
bottom, of the —; sliding ~, see slide1). 

2. (mus.). Steplike ordered arrangement 
of all notes used in any system of music 
(DIATONIC, CHROMATIC, MAJOR2, MINOR, ~; 

play, sing, run over one’s, —s, as exercise 
for fingers or voice). 3. (Often — of 
notation) basis of numerical system as 
shown in ratio between units in different 



scalene 

places of number (the ordinary or denary 
or decimal ~, with successive places 
denoting units, tens, hundreds, etc.; 
binary ~, denoting units, twos, fours, 
etc.; ternary ~, denoting units, threes, 
nines, etc.; thus fourteen is written in 
binary ~ 1110 i.e. nought + two + four + 
eight, in ternary ~ 112 i.e. two + three 4- 
nine, in septenary ~ 20 i.e. nought + two 
sevens, & in denary ~ 14 i.e. four-f ten). 
4. Relative dimensions, ratio of reduction 
& enlargement in map etc., (philanthropy, 
armies, on a vast ~; a building of small ~ 
but fine proportions; large, small, — map; 
to ~, with uniform reduction or enlarge¬ 
ment ; the ~ to be ov.e to fifty thousand, an 
inch to the mile, 1/1000, etc.). 5. Set of 
marks at measured distances on a line 
for use in measuring or making propor¬ 
tional reductions & enlargements, rule 
determining intervals between these, 
piece of metal etc. or apparatus on which 
they are marked Counter's ~). 6. vb. 
Climb (wall, steep place, or abs.) noth 
latter (scaling-ladder) or by clambering. 
7. Represent in dimensions proportional 
to the actual ones, reduce to common ~, 
(~ up, down, make larger, smaller, in due 
proportion; increase, reduce, in size). 
8. (Of quantities etc.) have common ~, be 
commensurable. [ME (= ladder), f. L 
scala (scandere climb) ] 

scalene', a. & n. 1. Unequal-sided (~ tri¬ 
angle, with no two sides equal; ~ cone, 
cylinder, with axis inclined to base; ~ 
muscle, any of several connecting spine 
& ribs). 2. n. ~ triangle or muscle, [f. LL 
f. Gk skalenos] 

scall (-awl), n. (arch.). Scaly eruption 
on skin (dry ~, the itch; moist ~, eczema). 
[ME, prob. f. ON skalli bald head, f. Gmc 
*Skal- (SHARE, SHELL1)] 

scallawag. See scalawag. 
scall'ion (-yon), n. Kind of onion or 
shallot. [ME, f. AF scal(o)un — OF 
eschalo(i)gne, see shallot] 

scall'op, sco-, n., & v.t. 1. Bivalve 
mollusc with shell divided into grooves & 
ridges radiating from middle of hinge & 
edged all round with small semicircular 
lobes; (also —shell) one valve of this 
(hist.) as pilgrim’s badge, (mod.) as 
utensil in which oysters, shredded fish, 
mince, etc., are cooked & served, small 
shallow pan similarly used; (pi.) orna¬ 
mental edging cut in material in imitation 
of —--edge. 2. v.t. Cook in ~; ornament 
(edge, material) with ~s or ~ing ‘(6) n. 
[ME, f. OF escalope f. Gmc; cf. MDu. 
schelpe, schulpe shell ] 

scallywag. See scalawag. 
scalp, n., & v.t. 1. Top of head; skin with 
hair etc. of head excluding face, this or 
part of it cut as trophy from enemy’s 
head by Red Indians (kike ~; out for ~s, 
on the warpath, often fig. = in aggres¬ 
sive or pugnacious or savagely critical 
mood); bare rounded hill-top; whale’s 

Scandinavian 

head without lower jaw] ~-lock, single 
lock on Red Indian’s shaven head left as 
challenge to enemies; hence '—'less a. 
2. v.t. Take ~ of; criticize savagely, 
[north. ME, app. f. Scand.; cf. ON 
skdlpr sheath. Da. dial, skalp shell, 
husk] 

scal'pel, n. Surgeon’s small light knife 
shaped for holding like pen. [F, or f. L 
scalpellum (scalprum chisel, f. scalpere 
scrape, -el) ] 

scal'per, scaup'er, n. Gouge used by en¬ 
gravers. [f. L scalprum (prec.)] 

scal'prifdrm, a. Chisel-shaped (of in¬ 
cisor teeth), [as prec., -I-, -form] 

scamm'ony, n. (Kind of Asian con¬ 
volvulus yielding) a gum resin used as 
drastic purgative. [ME, f. OF scamonee, 
escamonie f. L f. Gk skammdnia ] 

scamp1, n. Rascal, knave, (also in play¬ 
ful use as term of endearment). Hence 
~'ish 1 a. [prob. of same orig. as scamper] 

scamp2, v.t. Do (work etc.) in perfunctory 
or inadequate way. [prob. dial.; cf. 
SKIMP] 

scam'per, v.i., & n. 1. Run impulsively 
like (or of) frightened animal or playing 
child; take ~ through. 2. n. Hasty run; 
gallop on horseback for pleasure; rapid 
tour or course of reading (through Nor¬ 
mandy, Dickens, etc.), [f. 16th c. (obs.) 
scamp, f. MDu. schampen decamp + -er5] 

scan, v.t. & i. (-nn-). J. Test metre of 
(line etc.) by examining number & 
quantity of feet & syllables, read over 
with emphasis on rhythm; be metrically 
correct (linedoes 7iot~), admit of rhythmio 
reading (line will nol~, ~s smoothly, badly). 
2. Look intently at ail parts successively 
of (face, horizon, etc.). 3. (television). 
Resolve (a picture) into its elements of 
light and shade for purposes of transmis¬ 
sion. 4. (radar). Cause (a particular 
region) to be traversed by a controlled 
beam. [ME, f. L scandere climb, in LL 
scan verses] 

scan'dal, n. (Thing that occasions) general 
feeling of outrage or indignation esp. as 
expressed in common talk, opprobrium, 
(it is a~ that such things should be possible; 
a grave ~ occurred-, gave rise to ~); 
malicious gossip, backbiting, whence 
~monger n.; (law) public affront, irre¬ 
levant abusive statement in court, (cf. 
LIBEL, SLANDER). So ~OUS a., ~OUSLYa 

adv., —ousness n. [ME -die, f. ONF 
escandle f. eccl. L f. Gk skandalon snare, 
stumbling-block ] 

scan'dalize1, -ise (-iz), v.t. Offend moral 
feelings, sense of propriety, or ideas of 
etiquette, of, shock, [f. F scandaliser f. 
eccl. L f. Gk (-izo) as prec., see -ize] 

scan'dalize2, -ise (-iz), v.t. (naut.). Re¬ 
duce area of (a sail), [alt. f. obs. scantelize 
= obs. scantle (scant vb+-LE(3))] 

sc&n'dalum m&gnat'um, n. (hist.). 
Defamation of magnates, [med. LJ 

Scandinavian, a. & n. (Native, family of 
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languages) of Scandinavia (Denmark, 
Norway, Sweden, & Iceland), [-an] 

scan'sion (-shn), n. Metrical scanning, 
way verse scans, [f. L scansio (LL of 
metre) f. scandere scans- climb, -ION] 

scansdr'Ial, a. Habitually climbing, 
adapted for climbing, (of birds, their feet, 
etc.). [L scansorius (prec., -ory), -al] 

scant, a., & v.t. 1. Barely sufficient, de¬ 
ficient, with scanty supply of, (arch., 
poet., & in isolated phrr., as with ~ 
courtesy, ~ of breath)-, hence ~'ly2 adv. 
2. v.t. (arch.). Skimp, stint, provide 
grudgingly, (supply, material, person). 
[ME, f. ON skamt short] 

scan'ties (-tez), n. pi. (colloq.). Abbrevi¬ 
ated panties, [f. prec., after panties] 

scant'ling, n. Specimen, sample, (arch.); 
modicum, small amount, one’s necessary 
supply of; small beam under 5 in. in 
breadth & depth; size to which stone or 
timber is to be cut; set of standard 
dimensions for parts of structure esp. in 
shipbuilding; trestle for cask. [alt. f. obs. 
scantillon (after -lino1) f. OF escanlilon] 

scan'tly, a.. Of small extent or amount, 
barely sufficient, (opp. ample). Hence 
~iLY2adv.,~iNEssn. [-Y2] 

scape1, n., & v.t. (arch.). Escape (still in 
hairbreadth ~s). [aphetic f. escape ] 

scape2, n. (Bot.) radical stem bearing 
fructification & no leaves as in primrose; 
(entom.) base of antenna; shaft of fea¬ 
ther; spring, usu. with curve, of column 
from base. [f. L f. Gk skapos cogn. w. 
SCEPTRE] 

scape'goat (-pg-), n. (O.T.) goat allowed 
to escape when Jewish chief priest had 
laid sins of people upon it (Lev. xvi); 
person bearing blame due to others. 
[SCAPE1] 

scape'grace (-pg-), n. Harebrained 
person, esp. child, who constantly gets 
into trouble. [= one who escapes the 
grace of God (scArs1)] 

scapement. = escapement. 

scaph'oid, a. & n. (anat.). 1. Boat-shaped 
(~ bone, one in tarsus & one in carpus). 
2. n. ~ bone. [f. Gk skaphoeides (skaphe, 
skaphos, bowl, boat, -OID)] 

sc&p'tila, n. (pi. -ulae). SHOULDER-blade. 

[LL, sing, of L scapulae] 
scap'ular, a. & n. 1. Of shoulder or 
shoulder-blade (~ arch, — shoulder- 
-girdle 1; ~ feathers, growing near inser¬ 
tion of wing). 2. n. Monastic short cloak 
covering shoulders; badge of admission 
to an ecclesiastical order, consisting of 
two strips of cloth hanging down breast 
& back & joined across shoulders (also 
~j/); bandage for shoulder-blade; ~ 
feather, [n. f. LL scapulare (prec., -ar1); 

adj. f. mod. L scapularis] 
scap'ulo-, comb, form of scapula, as 

hum'eral, ~-rdd'ial,—ul'nar, of scapula 
& humerus, & radius, & ulna. [-0-] 

scak1,n.,&v.t.&i.(-rr-). 1. Mark left after 
healing of wound or burn or sore, cica¬ 

scarf 
trice, (also fig. of abiding effects of grief 
etc.); mark on plant left by fall of a leaf 
etc., hilum; hence ~'less a. 2. vb. Mark 
with ~ or ~s (esp. in p.p.); heal (i. & t.) 
over, form ~. [ME, f. OF escare f. LL 
eschara (also scara) scar] 

SC&r2, scaur (-dr), n. Precipitous craggy 
part of mountain side; sca-clilf. [ME, f. 
ON sker low reef in sea, cogn. w. shear1] 

sca'rab, n. Sacred beetle of ancient 
Egypt; —foil.; ancient-Egyptian gem cut 
in form of beetle & engraved with symbols 
on flat side. [f. L f. Gk scarabaeus] 

scarabae'id, n. Member of Scarabaeidae, 
family of beetles including prec., cock¬ 
chafer, etc. [prec., -id3] 

scarabae'oid, a. & n. Juke a scarab or a 
scarabaoid; (n.) counterfeit scarab, [-oid] 

sca'ramouch, n. (arch.). Boastful pol¬ 
troon, braggart. [1.7th c., f. It. Scara- 
muccia stock character in Italian farce 
(=_Skirmish); pres. sp. f. F -mouche] 

scarce, a. & adv. 1. Insufficient for the 
demand or need, not plentiful, scanty, 
(usu. pred., & of food, money, or other 
necessaries of life), whence scar'ciTY n. 
(of, or abs. = dearth of food); seldom met 
with, rare, bard to find, (a ~ book, moth; 
make oneself ~, colloq., retire, make off, 
keep out of the way), whence ~'ness 

(-sn-) n. 2. adv. (arch., poet., rhet.). 
Scarcely. [ME & ONF skars f. Rom. 
*excarysus f. L exccrptus excerpt ] 

scarce'ly (-sli), adv. Hardly, barely, only 
just, (is ~ seventeen years old; had ~ 
arrived when he teas told that —; I ~ know 
him); surely not, not unless the unlikely 
happens or is true, (you will ~ maintain 
that; he can ~ have said so); (mild or 
apologetic substitute for) not (I ~ think 
so^know what to say). [-LY2] 

scarce'ment (-sm-), n. Set-back in a 
wall, ledge resulting from this, [scarce + 
-MENT] 

scare, v.t., & n. 1. Strike (esp. child, 
foolish person, or animal) with sudden 
terror, frighten (as) with a bugbear, (~d 
face, expression, etc., betraying terror; ~ 
away, drive off by fright); keep (birds) 
away from sown land etc.; r-’crow, figure 
of man hung with old clothes & set up in 
field to keep birds away, bugbear, badly 
dressed or grotesque-looking or skinny 
person. 2. n. Unreasoning terror, esp. 
baseless general apprehension of war, in¬ 
vasion, etc., whence ~'monqer n.; com¬ 
mercial panic;~-head(ing), extravagantly 
sensational newspaper headline. [ME 
skerre, f. ON skirra (skjarr timid)] 

scaif S n. (pi. -fs, -ves). Long narrow strip 
of material worn for ornament or warmth 
round neck, over shoulders, or baidric- 
-wise; man’s necktie (II—pin,-ring, usu. 
of gold or jewelled for holding ends of 
this together); —loom, for weaving nar¬ 
row fabrics; —skin, outermost layer 
of skin constantly scaling off (esp. of 
that adhering to base of nails); ~-icise. 
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baldric-wise. Hence ~ed2 (-ft) a. [f. ONF 
escarpe = OF escharpe sash etc., prob. 
same wd as escharpe scrip1] 

scat!2, v.t., & n. 1. Join ends of (pieces of 
timber, metal, or leather) by bevelling or 
notching so that they overlap without 
increase of tliickness & then bolting, 
brazing, or sewing them together; flench 
(whale). 2. n. Joint made by ~ing timber 
or leather (also ~-joint) or metal (also ~- 
-iveld); notch, groove, [n. ME, perh. f. 
Scand., of. Sw. skarf, Norw. skarv joint or 
seam ; vb f. n. ] 

sca'rificator, n. In vblsenses; esp., surgi¬ 
cal instrument for scarifying, in which 
several lancet-points protrude at once 
from plane surface on touching of trigger, 
[mod. L, see scarify, -or] 

sca'rifier, n. In vbl senses; esp.: = 
prec. ; agricultural machine with prongs 
for stirring without turning soil; spiked 
road-breaking machine, [foil., -er1] 

sca'rijfy, v.t. (Surg.) make superficial in¬ 
cisions in, cut off skin from, (fig.) pain by 
severe criticism etc.; stir (soil) with scari¬ 
fier. So ~fica'tion n. [f. F scarifier f. LL 
scarificare f. L scarifare ] 

scar'lous, a. (bot.). Thin, dry, & mem¬ 
branaceous (of bracts etc.), [f. F scarieux] 

scarlati'na (-te-), n. Scarlet fever. [It. 
(-It-), f. scarlatto scarlet] 

scarl'et, n. & a. (Of) brilliant red colour 
inclining to orange; ~ cloth or clothes 
(dressed in ~); ~ fever, infectious fever 
with~ rash, (joc.) tendency to fall in love 
with soldiers; ~-grain, scale-insect from 
which red dye is made in Russia & 
Turkey; ~ hat, cardinal’s, (alius.) cardi¬ 
nals te; ~ rash, roseola; ~ runner, ~- 
-flowered climbing bean-plant; ~ woman, 
whore, pagan Rome, papal Rome, or the 
worldly spirit (acc. to interpretation put 
on Rev. xvii). [ME, f. OF escarlate, med. 
L scarlatum; ult. orig. unkn.] 

sca'roid (or skai--), a. & n. (Fish) of scarus 
genus, resembling scarus. [-0ID] 

scarp, n., & v.t. 1. Inner wall or slope (cf. 
counterscarp) of ditch in fortification; 
any steep slope. 2. v.t. Make (slope) per¬ 
pendicular or steep, provide (ditch) with 
steep ~ & counter~; (p.p., of hillside etc.) 
steep, precipitous, [f. It. scarpa escarp] 

scar'us, n. Kinds of bright-hued fish with 
parrotlike beak (also parrotfish) of wrasse 
family. [L, f. Gk slcaros] 

scat, int.. & v.i. & t. (-tt-; colloq.). Be¬ 
gone! ; (vb) say ~, drive away thus. [perh. 
abbr. of scatter ] 

scathle (-dh), v.t., & n. 1. Injure esp. by 
blasting or withering up (now rare exc. in 
part, used by exag. of severe speech, as 
~ing sarcasm, ridicule, remarks, whence 
~'ingLY2 (-dh-) adv.); (in neg. context) do 
the least harm to (shall not be ~ed; esp. 
unscathed). 2. n. (rare, & usu. in neg. 
context). Harm, injury, (without, guard 
from, ~e), whence ~e'LESS (-dhl-) a. (usu. 
pred. ). [ME, f. ON skathi n., skatha vb. 

= OE sc(e)atha, -ian, OHG skado, -on f. 
Gmc *skath-] 

scatol'ogy, n. Study of coprolites or of 
obscene literature. [Gk skor skatos dung, 
-LOGY] 

scatoph'agous, a. Feeding on dung. 
[prec., Gk -phagos -eating] 

scatt'er, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Throw here & 
there (~ seed), strew (~ gravel on road, 
road with gravel), sprinkle; disperse (t. & 
i.), turn (t. & i.) in dispersed flight, rout, be 
routed; dissipate (cloud, hopes); diffuse 
(light); (of gun) send charge, send (charge), 
in spreading manner; (p.p.) not situated 
together, wide apart, sporadic, (~ed 
hamlets, garrisons, instances); ~-brain, 
heedless person; ~-brained, heedless, 
desultory. 2. n. Act of ~ing, extent of 
distribution esp. of shot. Hence~IngLY2 
adv. [ME, prob. var. of shatter] 

scatt'v, a. (si.). Feeble-minded, hare- 
-brained. [orig. unkn.] 

scaup(-duck), n. Kinds of duck named 
from frequenting mussel-scaups or beds 
of mussels exposed at low tide. [perh. f. 
scaup. Sc. var. of scalp] 

scaup'er. Var. of scalper. 

scaur. See scar2. 

scav'engler (-j-), n., & v.i. 1. Person em¬ 
ployed to keep streets clean by carrying 
away refuse; animal feeding on carrion 
(esp. ~er-beetle, -crab), writer etc. delight¬ 
ing in filthy subjects or dealing in scandal; 
hence ~e (-j; by back formation) v.t. & i., 
(also) expel exhaust gases etc. from 
cylinder of internal-combustion engine, 
~ery (2, 5) (-j-) n. 2. v.i. Be, act as, ~er. 
[ME scavager (cf. messenger) inspector of 
imports f. AF scawager f. scawage f. ONF 
escauwer inspect f. Flem. scauwcn cogn. 
W. SHOW 1 ] 

scaz'on, n. Greek & Latin iambic, ending 
with w-w instead of .y — ^ used in 
short poems, choliamb; other metres of 
limping character. [L f. Gk skazon (skazo 
limp)] 

scena (sha'nali), n. (mus.). Scene or por¬ 
tion of opera; elaborate dramatic solo 
usu. including recitative. [It.] 

scenSr'io (sha-), n. (pi. ~s). (Table of) 
scene-distribution, appearances of charac¬ 
ters, etc., in dramatic work, skeleton 
libretto; (usu. pr. senai 'io) written version 
of play, details of scenes, etc., in film 
production. [It. ] 

scend. See send2. 

scene, n. 1. Stage of theatre (arch.; still 
in fig. use quit the~, esp. = die); place on 
which something is exhibited as on the 
stage (this world is a ~ of strife). 2. Place 
in which events set forth in drama or tale 
are supposed to occur, locality of event, 
(the ~ is laid in India: the ~ of the disaster 
ivas the North Sea). 3. Portion of a play 
during which action is continuous or 
(esp. of French plays) in which no inter¬ 
mediate entries or exits occur, subdivision 
(or rarely the whole) of an act, (in the 
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third — of Act II; Act II, — Hi, l. 220 ; the 
famous duel~; carpenter-—) ; (transf.) de¬ 
scription with more or less abrupt begin¬ 
ning & end of an incident or part of 
person's life etc. (~s of clerical life, from 
a goldfield, etc.), actual incident that 
might occasion such description (distress¬ 
ing —s occurred), agitated colloquy esp. 
with display of temper (now don’t make 
a —). 4. Any of the pieces of painted 
canvas, woodwork, etc., used to help in 
representing ~ of action on stage, or 
whole of these together (behind the —s, 
among the stage machinery or the actors 
off the stage, usu. fig. = having informa¬ 
tion not accessible to the public; car¬ 
penter— ; —s painted by ■—; set —, made 
up of many parts fitted together; drop- 

-SCENE); (transf.) landscape or view spread 
before spectator like — in theatre (a 
silvan, desolate, —; a — of destruction; 
change of —, variety of surroundings esp. 
secured by travel). 5. —dock, space near 
stage where —s are stored; <—painter, 
-painting, of theatre —s; —shifter, person 
helping to change —s in theatre, [f. F 
scarce f. L f. Gk skene tent, stage] 

scen'ery, n. Accessories used in theatre 
to make stage resemble supposed scene of 
action; spectacles presented by natural 
features of a district (the — is imposing, 
tame). [17th c. scenary f. It. scenario f. LL 
scenarivs (prec., -ary ’) of the stage, assim. 
to -ERY] 

scen'Ic, a. Of, on, the stage (~ perform¬ 
ances)-, of the nature of a show, pictur¬ 
esque in grouping; (of picture etc.) telling 
a tale, crystallizing an incident; (of emo¬ 
tion etc.) dramatic, affected, put on; 
— railway, miniature railway running 
through artificial picturesque scenery, as 
attraction at large fairs etc. Hence 
Scen'lCALLY adv. [f. F scdnique, or f. L 
f. Gk skenikos (SCENE, -ic)] 

scenjog'raphy, n. Drawing or painting 
in perspective (esp. of representing build¬ 
ing not in ground-plan or elevation, but 
as spectator sees it). So —'ograph(I), 
—og'rapher nn., —ograph'io a., —o- 
graph'iCALLY adv. [f. F (-ie) or L f. Gk 
skenographia (scene, -GRArHY) ] 

scent, v.t. & i., & n. I. Discern by smell 
(~ game etc.), (fig.) begin to suspect pres¬ 
ence or existence of (— treachery, a job); 
— out, discover by smelling about or 
search; make fragrant or rank (rose, 
carrion, —s the air), apply perfume to 
(handkerchief etc.; —ed soap, tobacco); 
exercise sense of smell, apply this to, 
(goes ~ing about-, lifts Us head & ~s the 
air). 2. n. Odour, esp. of agreeable kind, 
proceeding from or belonging to some¬ 
thing (the — of hay), whence —'less a.; 
(hunt.) trail perceptible to hounds’ 
sense of smell left by animal (often fig.; 
follow up, lose, recover, etc., the —, lit., & 
of investigation; on the —, having clue; 
put off the —, deceive by false indications; 

schema 
cold1, hot1, ~), paper strewn by paper- 
-chase hares (false —, laid to deceive about 
course, also fig.); power of detecting or 
distinguishing smells or of discovering 
presence of something, flair, (some dogs 
have practically no —; keen—ed; has a 
wonderful — for snobbery, young talent, 
etc.); liquid perfume distilled from flowers 
etc. 3. ~-bag, pouch containing special 
odoriferous substance in some animals, 
also bag of aniseed etc. as substitute for 
fox in hunting; ~-bottle, for perfume; 
'—gland, secreting musk, civet, etc.; — 
-organ, <■—bag or —-gland; hence (-)—'ed2 
a. (—ed caper, kind of tea; — ed fern, kind 
smelling like citron). [ME sent f. OF 
scntir perceive, smell, f. L sentire] 

scep'sis (sk-), *sk-, n. Philosophic doubt, 
sceptical philosophy. [f. Gk skepsis 
inquiry (skeptomai examine) ] 

scep'tic (sk-), *sk-,n. Ancient or modern 
holder of Pyrrhonism ; person who doubts 
truth of the Christian or of all religious 
doctrines, agnostic, (pop.) atheist; person 
of sceptical habit of mind, or uncon¬ 
vinced of truth of particular fact or 
theory, or who takes cynical views. So 
—ism(3) (sk-) n. [f. F sceptigue or L f. Gk 
skeptikos (prec., -ic)] 

scep'tical (sk-), *sk-, a. Inclined to 
suspense of judgement, given to question¬ 
ing truth of facts & soundness of infer¬ 
ences, critical, incredulous; accepting 
Pyrrhonism, denying possibility of know¬ 
ledge; holding, designed to support, in¬ 
spired by, the ideas of sceptics. Hence 
—LY2adv. [-AL] 

scep'tr|e (-ter), n. Staff borne as sym¬ 
bol of personal sovereignty; royal or 
imperial authority. Hence —ed2 (-terd), 
—eLESS (-terl-), aa. [ME, f. OF, f. L f. Gk 
skeptron ] 

schadenfreude (shah'denfroide), n. Mali¬ 
cious enjoyment of others’ misfortunes. 
[G, f. schade damage +freude joy] 

schappe (shap, shah'pe), n. Fabric or 
yarn made from waste silk. [G, = silk 
waste ] 

sched'ule (]| sh-, *sk-), n., & v.t. 1. Tabu¬ 
lated statement of details, inventory, 
list, etc., esp. as appendix or annexe 
to principal document; ’time-table; — 
time, that stated in time-table (on —, to — 
time). 2. v.t. Make — of, include in —. 
[ME & OF cedule f. LL scedula (L sceda 
papyrus-strip, -ule); sch- f. med. L] 

scheel'ite (sh-), n. (min.). Calcium tung¬ 
state, found in varicoloured brilliant 
crystals. [K. W. Scheele (d. 1786), 
-ite 2(2)] 

scheik. = sheikh. 
schem'la (sk-), n. (pi. — ata). Synopsis, 
outline, diagram; (log.) syllogistic figure; 
(gram., rhet.) figure of speech; (Kantian 
pliilos.) general type, essential form, con¬ 
ception of what 13 common to all mem¬ 
bers of a class. So —at'ic a., — at'iCALLY 
adv., (sk-). [L, f. Gk skhema -atos] 
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schem[e (sk-), n., & v.i. & t. 1. Systematic 
arrangement proposed or in operation 
(~e of colour, principle on which colours 
have been chosen & grouped in picture 
etc.), table of classification or of ap¬ 
pointed times, outline, syllabus; plan for 
doing something; artful or underhand 
design. 2. vb. Make plans, plan esp. in 
secret or underhand way (to do, for, or 
abs.), intrigue, whence ~'ERl n., ~'ing2 

a., (sk-); plan to bring about, [f. L 
SCHEMA ] 

scherz&n'do (skarts-), mns. direction. In 
playful maimer. [It. ] 

sclterso (skart'so), n. (pi. ~s). Vigorous 
(prop, light & playful) composition, inde¬ 
pendent or as movement in works of 
sonata type. [It., f. Gmc (G schcrz jest)] 

Schiedam'(skid-), n. Holland gin. [place] 
schilling (sh-), n. Austrian monetary 
unit and coin, = 100 groschen. [G] 

schipp'erke (sk-, sh-), n. Kind of lapdog. 
[Du.] 

schism (si'zm), n. Division of a com¬ 
munity into factions (rare in gen. sense), 
esp. separation of a Church into two 
Churches or secession of part of a Church 
owing to difference of opinion on doctrine 
or discipline; offence of causing or pro¬ 
moting such separation. [MB & OF 
scisme f. LL f. Gk skhisma -alos (skhizo 
split) ] 

schismat'ic (slz-), a & n., -ic|al, a. 1. 
Tending or inclined to, guilty of, schism; 
hence ~ali,Y2 adv. 2. n. Holder of ~ 
opinions, member of ~ faction or seceded 
branch of a Church. [ME, f. OF scis- 
matiqve f. LL f. Gk shhismatikos (prec., 
-ic), -AL] 

schist (sh-), n. Kinds of foliated rock pre¬ 
senting layers of different minerals & 
splitting in thin irregular plates. Hence 
schis'tosE1 (sh-) a. [f. F schiste f. L f. Gk 
skhistos split (schism)] 

schizan'thus (sk-), n. Kinds of plant 
with handsome white, violet, or crimson 
flowers & much-divided leaves. [Gk 
skhizo split, anthos flower] 

schiz'oid (sk-), a. & n. Of or resembling 
schizophrenia or a schizophrenic; (n.) ~ 
person, [as prec., -oid] 

schizomycete' (sk-), n. Any of the Schizo- 
mycetae, a class of minute often single-cell 
vegetable organisms between algae & 
fungi multiplying by fission, including 
bacilli, bacteria, microbes, etc. [Gk skhizo 
split, mukes -etos mushroom] 

schizophrlen'ia (sk-), n. Mental dis¬ 
ease marked by disconnexion between 
thoughts, feelings, & actions. Hence 
~en'ic a. & n. [as prec., Gk phren mind] 
•schmaltz (shmawlts), n. (sh). Sugary 
sentimentalism in art. [thr. Yiddish f. G 
schmalz dripping, lard] 

schnap(p)s (shn-), n. A spirit resembling 
Holland gin. [G] 

schnauzer (shnow'tser), n. German breed 
of house-dog with close wiry coat. [G) 

Schneid'er Troph'y (shni-), n. Inter¬ 
national trophy open to seaplanes of all 
nations presented in 1913 by Jacques 
Schneider, in 1931 won outright by Groat 
Britain. 

Schnork'e! (shn-), n. (German name for) 
snort2. [G(-o-), = spiral ornament] 

schno'rrer (shn-), n. Jewish beggar. 
[Yiddish, f. G dial, schnurrer beggar] 

schol'ar (sk-), n. 1. Schoolboy, schoolgirl, 
(arch, or vulg.). 2. Person’s disciple 
(rhet.). 3. Person who learns (proved an 
apt, dull, ~; at 90 he ivas still a —). 4. 
Learned person, person versed in litera¬ 
ture esp. that of ancient Greece & Rome, 
(a~ & a gentleman, person of good educa¬ 
tion & breeding), whence ~ly1 a., ~ship 

(3) n. 5. (Univv., pub. schh.) under¬ 
graduate or child admitted to foundation 
usu. after competitive examination & 
receiving education gratis or for reduced 
fees (Rhodes ~), whence ~ship(1) n. [ME, 
f. AF escoler (OF Her) f. LL scholaris 
(school, -ar1); OE dir. f. L] 

scholfis'tic (sk-), a. & n. 1. Of univer¬ 
sities, schools, schooling, dons, or school¬ 
masters, educational, academic, pedantic, 
formal, (a ~ education, post; ~ attire, 
manners, precision, life; ~ agent, finding 
posts for teachers). 2. (As) of the 
school 1men, dealing in logical subtleties, 
(~ theology, much concerned with precise 
definition of & deduction from dogma); 
hence or cogn. scholas'tiCALLY adv., 
~ism (2, 3) n. 3. n. school 'man; modem 
theologian of ~ tendencies; Jesuit be¬ 
tween novitiate & priesthood, [f. L f. Gk 
skholostikos (skhole, see school1, -ic)] 

schol'iiast (sk-), n. Commentator, esp. 
ancient grammarian who wrote scholia 
on the classics. Hence ~as'tio a. [f, 
med. L f. Gk skholiastis (skholiazo write 
scholia) (foil.)] 

schol'ium (sk-), n. (pi. -ia). Marginal note, 
explanatory comment, esp. one by ancient 
grammarian on passage in classical au¬ 
thor. [f. med. L f. Gk skholion (skhole see 
foil.)] 

schobl1 (sk-), n., & v.t. 1. Institution for 
educating children or giving instruction 
usu. of more elementary or more techni¬ 
cal kind than that given at universities 
(APPROVED, BOARD ', boarding, comprehen¬ 

sive, DAY, GRAMMAR, MIXED, NIGHT, NORMAL, 

PRIMARY, PRIVATE, PUBLIC, SECONDARY, 

Sunday, ~; |] national ~, one founded by 
the National Society started 1811 to 
promote education of the poor; continua¬ 
tion ~, at which those who have left esp. 
primary ~ for an occupation can have 
further teaching in leisure time; evening- 
—, = night-~;/ree~, open without fees; 
high ~, secondary ~, or chief ~ of a town 
etc.; technical ~, giving technical educa¬ 
tion ; keep a ~, manage private ~); 
buildings of such institution, any of its 
rooms used for teaching in (the fifth-form, 
chemistry, ~), its pupils (the whole ~ 
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knows); time during which teaching is 
done (there will be no — today, go to —, 
attend lesson). 2. Being educated in a ~ 
(go to, leave, —, begin, cc-ase, this; go lo — 
to, transf., imitate or learn from); (fig.) 
circumstances or occupation serving 
to discipline or instruct (in the — of 
adversity, learnt his generalship in a 
severe — ; the duel is a good — of manners). 
3. Medieval lecture-room (the-s, medieval 
universities & their professors & teaching 
& disputations; the theology of the —s; ~ 
doctors, ~men); II any of the branches 
of study with separate examinations at 
university (the history, mathematical. 
Greats, —); hall in which university exa¬ 
minations are held; (pi.) such examina¬ 
tion (in the —s, undergoing or conducting 
this at Oxford; II in for his —s, of candi¬ 
date). 4. Disciples or imitators or fol¬ 
lowers of philosopher, artist, etc., band 
or succession of persons devoted to some 
cause or principle or agreeing in typical 
characteristics, (left no — behind him: ~ 
of Epicurus, Raphael, etc.; Bolognese, 
Venetian, Roman, British, etc., ~, of 
painters; lake, romantic, etc., ~, of 
literature; peripatetic, Hegelian, etc., ~, 
of philosophy; laissez-faire, blue-water, 
etc.,~, of politics, strategy; Tubingen—, 
of rationalistic theological criticism; a 
gentleman of the old —, according to the 
older acceptation of the word). 5. (mus.). 
Manual of (—’s violin —, ~ of counter¬ 
point). 6. II Old — tie, necktie worn by 
former members of a~, (fig.) sentimental 
or excessive local or class loyalty; — 
-board, local education authority II respon¬ 
sible (1870-1902) for providing board 1—s; 
'—-book, for use in ~s; —'boy, boy at ~ 
(often attrib., as —boy slang, mischief, 
spirits); II —dame, keeper of old-fashioned 
dame—; —-days, time of being at ~ esp. 
as looked back upon; ~ divine, scholastic 
theologian, so~ divinity; — fee(s), amount 
periodically paid by pupil’s parent etc.; 
—’fellow, member past or present of same 
~; —'girl (as —boy); -'house, building of 
esp. village ~ ; II ~ house, headmaster’s or 
central boarding-house at public ~; ~- 
-inspeclor, reporting on efficiency of ~s; 
*—ma’am, -marm colloq., ~mistress; 

—'man, teacher in medieval European 
university, theologian dealing with 
religious doctrines by rules of Aristotelian 
logic; —'master, head or assistant male 
teacher in ~, pedagogue; —'mate, con¬ 
temporary at same ~; ~ miss, inexperi¬ 
enced or bashful girl; —'mistress (as 
'—master); || ~ pence, money formerly 
brought weekly by elementary— child as 
fee; —'room, used for lessons in ~ or 
private house; —-ship, training-ship; 
—-teacher, master or mistress esp. in 
primary —; —-teaching', —-time, lesson - 
-time at ~ or home, also = ~-days. 7. 
v.t. Send to —, provide for education of, 
(rare), whence (in common use) ~'ing 1 n.; 

science 
discipline, bring under control, deliber¬ 
ately train or accustom to, induce to 
follow advice, (must — his temper; — one- 
self to patience, to take an interest in; will 
not be —ed). [OE scol f. L schola school 
f. Gk skhole leisure, philosophy, lecture- 
-place] 

school3 (sk-), n., & v.i. 1. Shoal of or of 
fish; —-fish, kinds that ~, esp. the men¬ 
haden. 2. v.i. Form —a. [ME, f. MDu. 
schole, — OS scola, OE scolu troop] 

school'able (sk-), a. Liable by age etc. to 
compulsory education, [-able] 

schoon'er (sk-), n. 1. Fore-&-aft-rigged 
vessel with two or more masts; prairie—. 
2. ‘Tall beer-glass; || measure for beer, 
[orig. scooner, supposed to have been 
given by the first designer (c. 1713) f. an 
alleged New-England vb scun, scoon 
skim or skip ] 

schorl (sh-), n. Black tourmaline, [f. G 
schorl] 

schdttische (shotesh'), n. (Music for) kind 
of slower polka. [G (-sch), = Scottish] 

sciag'raphy (si-), ski-, n. Art of shading 
in drawing etc.; photography by X-rays 
(usu. sk-); (archit.; also & usu. -graph) 
vertical section showing interior of house 
etc.; (astron.) finding of time by shadows 
as in sundial. So sci'agram n.. X-ray 
picture, sciagrammat'ic a., -ically 
adv.. sci'aGRAPH(l, 2, 3) n. & v.t., scia- 
grapher n., sciaGRAru'ic a., sciagraph^- 
ically adv., (si-), [f. F (-ie) f. L f. Gk skia- 
graphia (skia shade, -graphy)] 

sciam'achy (si-, -ki), sciQ-, n. Fighting 
with shadows, imaginary or futile com¬ 
bat. [f. Gk skiamakhia (prec., -makhos 
-fighting f. makhomai fight, -ia1)] 

sciat'ic (si-), a. Of the hip (~ nerve, artery, 
etc.); of, affecting, the ~ nerve; suffering 
from or liable to sciatica. Hence sciat'ic- 
ai.j.y adv. [f. F sciatique f. LL scUUicus 
f. L f. Gk iskhiadikos subject to sciatica 
(iskhias -ados loin-pain f. iskhion socket 
of thigh-bone)] 

sciat'ica (si-), n. Neuralgia of hip & thigh, 
pain in sciatic nervo. [ME, f. med. L 
sciatica (passio), fem. of LL as prec.] 

sci'ence (si-), n. 1. Knowledge (arch.), 
whence (in mod. use) scien'tiAL (-shl) a., 
scien'tiali.Y2 adv. 2. Systematic & 
formulated knowledge (moral, political, 
natural, etc., ~, such knowledge in 
reference to these subjects); pursuit of 
this or principles regulating such pursuit 
(man of —). 3. (Also natural —) the 
physical or natural ~s collectively (~ 
now shares the curriculum with literature, 
history, & mathematics). 4. (With a & pi.) 
branch of knowledge, organized body of 
the knowledge that has been accumu¬ 
lated on a subject, (the — of optics, ethics, 
philology; exact —, admitting of quantita¬ 
tive treatment; pure—, one depending on 
deductions from self-evident truths, as 
mathematics, logic; natural, physical, —, 
one dealing with material phenomena & 
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based mainly on observation, experiment, 
& induction, as chemistry, biology, 
■whence csp. sci'entisi, sci'entiSM, nn.; 
the dismal ~, political economy). 5. Ex¬ 
pert’s skill as opp. strength or natural 
ability, esp. in pugilism or other fighting. 
6. ~ fiction, fanciful fiction dealing with 
space travel, life on other planets, etc. 
[ME, f. OF f. L scientia (scire know, 
-ence) ] 

scien'ter (si-), adv. (legal). Wittingly. [L 
(prec., -ENT, -er adv. term.)] 

scientific (si-), a. (Of investigations etc.) 
according to rules laid down in science for 
testing soundness of conclusions, syste¬ 
matic, accurate; of, used or engaged in, 
esp. natural science (~ie instruments, 
hooks, terminology, men); (of act or agent) 
assisted by expert knowledge (a~ic boxer, 
game-, ~ic cruelty). Hence ~ically adv. 
[f. LL scientificus, see science, -fic] 

scil'icet (si-), adv. (abbr. sc., soil.). To 
wit, that is to say, namely, (introducing 
word to be supplied or explanation of 
ambiguous one). [L, = scire licet it is 
permitted to know] 

Scillon'ian (si-), a. & n. (Native, inhabi¬ 
tant) of the Scilly Isles, [f. Scill(y) + 
-onian (peril, after Devonian)] 

scim'itar (si-), n. Oriental curved sword 
usu. broadening towards point. [16th c. 
f. Pere. semsir sabre, F cimelerre, It. 
scimitarra etc.; ult. orig. unkn. ] 

scintill'a (si-), n. Spark, atom, (esp. not 
a ~ of evidence etc.). [L ] 

scin'tilllate (si-), v.i. Sparkle, twinkle, 
emit sparks; also fig. of witty talk etc. 
So ~ant a., ~a'tion n. [f. L scintillare 
(prec.), -ate3] 

sci'ol|ist (si-), n. Superficial pretender to 
knowledge, smatterer. Hence or cogn. 
~ism(2) n., ~is'tic a. [f. LL sciolus 
smatterer (scire know), -1ST] 

soiol'to (slui-), mus. direction. In free 
manner, according to taste; staccato. 
[It.] 

sciomachy. See sciamachy. 

sci'on (si-), n. Shoot of plant, esp. one cut 
for grafting or planting; descendant, 
young member of (esp. noble) family. 
[ME, f. OF cion, sion, (mod. scion), ult. f. 
Frank, kitho kid1] 

Sci'6t(e) (si-), a. & n. (Inhabitant) of Scio, 
the ancient Chios. [-0T2] 

scir'e fa'cifis (sirl, -shi-), n. Writ to en¬ 
force or annul judgement, patent, etc. 
[L, = let (party) know] 

scirocco. See sirocco. 

scirrh|us (sl'ras, ski-), n. Hard tumour 
as early stage of cancer. Hence or cogn. 
~'oid, ~'ous, aa., ~6s'ity n. [L, f. Gk 
skir(r)os (skiros hard)] 

sciss'el (si-), n. Waste clippings of metal 
or remainder of metal plate from which 
discs have been punched in coining, [f. 
F cisaille f. ciseau chisel, -al(2)] 

sciss'ile (si-), a. Able to be cut. [f. L 
scissilis (scindere sciss- cut, -il)] 

scission (si'shn), n. Cutting, being cut, 
division, split. [F, f. LL scissicmem (prec., 
-ion)] 

sciss'or (siz'or), v.t. Cut (off, up, into, etc.) 
with scissors; clip out or out (cutting 
from book etc.), whence ~ing1(2) n. [f. 

foil.] 
sciss'ors (siz'orz), n. pi. Instrument for 
cutting fabrics, paring nails, etc., made of 
two blades with handles for thumb & one 
finger or the fingers & so pivoted that 
their cutting edges work by leverage 
against each other (often pair of ~; / 
want a pair of, some, ~; where are my ~ ?; 
buttonhole ~, with gaps in blades near 
pivot so that cutting begins inside edge 
of cloth; lamp, nail, -~, of special shapes 
for trimming wicks, nails; ~ <£- paste, 
compiling of books out of cuttings from 
others); scissor-bill, the bird skimmer ; 
scissor-bird or -tail, kinds of bird with 
long forked tail esp. fork-tailed fly- 
-catcher; scissor-tooth, tooth in carnivora 
acting like ~ against one in other jaw. 
Hence sciss'orwiSE (siz'or-) adv. [ME 
sisovres f. OF cisoires f. LL cisoria pi. of 
cisorium (as chisel, -ory)] 

sci'urline (si-), a. Of the squirrel tribe; 
squirrel-like. So ~OiD a. [f. L f. Gk 
skiouros squirrel + -ine 1 ] 

Sclav, Sclavonic, etc. See Slav etc. 
scler'|a, n. = sclerotic n. (anat.). Hence 
~it'is, ~ot'omy, nn. [f. fern, of Gk 
skleros hard ] 

scleri'asis, n. (path.). Hardening of tis¬ 
sue. [mod. L (foil., -asis) after elephan¬ 
tiasis] 

scler |(o)-, comb, form of Gk skleros hard: 
~ench'yma (-ngk-), hard tissue of coral, 
tissue forming hard parts of plants such 
as nut-shell or seed-coat; ~oderm’(at)cms, 
with hard outer skin (of reptiles, fish, etc.); 
~'o(7en, hard matter deposited on inner 
surface of plant-cells, e.g. that lining 
walnut shell; ~omen'inx, dura mater ; 
~oskel'eton, hard parts resulting from 
ossification of tendons as in turkey’s leg 
etc.; ~os'(eous, of the nature of ~o- 
skeleton. 

scler'oid, a. (bot., zool.). Of hard texture. 
[f._Gk skleros hard + -OID] 

sclerom'a, scleros'is, nn. (pi. -mata, 
-ses). Morbid hardening of tissue; (bot.; 
-sis) hardening of cell-wall by SCLEROgen. 
Hence scler'osED2 (-st) a. [Gk (sk-), see 
SCLERO-, -OMA, -OSIS] 

sclerot'ic, a. & n. 1. Of, with, sclerosis; 
of the ~. 2. n. Membrane coating eye 
round iris, white of eye; hence scierotiT'lS 
n._[SCLERO-, -OTIC] 

scler'ous, a. (path., anat., bot.). Indu¬ 
rated, bony. [Gk skleros hard, -ous ] 

scobs, n. Sawdust, shavings, filings, 
dross. So scob'iroRM a. (bot., of seeds). 
[L] 

scoff1, n., & v.i. 1. Mocking words, taunt, 
gibe; object of ridicule, laughing-stock. 
2. v.i. Speak derisively esp. of religion or 
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object of respect; aim ~s or mockery at; 
hence ~'er1 n., ~'ingLY2 adv. [vb f. n., 
ME scof, perh. f. Scand.; cf. early mod. 
Da. sJcuf, skof jest, mockery] 

scoff2, n., & v.t. & i. (si.). 1. Food, meal, 
grub. 2. vb. Eat greedily. [(1) Afrikaans 
(now skof), repr. Du. schoft quarter of a 
day (hence, meal); (2) vb orig. a var. of 
dial, scoff (16th c.) & assoc, w. (1)] 

scold, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Find fault noisily, 
rail; rate, rebuke, (chiefly of parent, 
employer, speaking to child, servant), 
whence scol'dixo’d) n. 2. n. Railing or 
nagging woman, [vb f. n.,M.E, app. f. ON 
skald scald2] 

scol'ex, n. (pi. -e'ces). Head of larval or 
adult tapeworm, [f. Gk skolex worm] 

scolilos'is, n. Lateral curvature of spine. 
Hence ~Ot'ic a. [mod. L, f. Gk f. skolios 
crooked, -osis] 

scollop. See scallop. 

scolopa'ceous (-shws), scol'opacine, aa. 
Of, like, the snipes, [f. LL f. Gk skolopax 
snipe, see -aceous, -ine1] 

scolopen'drine, a. Of, like, related to, 
centipede(s). [f. L f. Gk skolopendra 
millepede, -ine1] 

scolopen'drium, n. Kinds of fern, hart’s- 
-tongue etc. [L, f. Gk skolopendrion 
(pjec.)] 

scom'b|er, n. Mackerel or kinds of lish 
allied to it. Hence ~riD3(l) n., ~roiD a. 
& n. [L, f. Gk skombros] 

sc5n. Var. of scone. 

sconce *, n. Flat candlestick with handle; 
bracket candlestick to hang on wall. 
[ME, f. OF esconse lantern or med. L 
sconsa f. L absconsa fern. p.p. of abscond- 
ere hide ] 

sconce2, n. (Old joc. term for) head, 
crown of head (a crack on the ~). [perh. 
a use of proc. or foil. ] 

sconce3, n. Small fort or earthwork, usu. 
covering a ford, pass, etc.; (arch.) 
shelter, screen. [16th c., f. Du. schans] 

II sconce4, v.t., & n. 1. (At Oxford) inflict 
forfeit of beer etc. for offence against 
table etiquette upon (member of com¬ 
pany or his offence; Jones teas, Latin 
quotations are, ~d); (hist., of university 
officials etc.) fine for breach of discipline 
(Vice-Chancellor all that were without 
their hoods). 2. n. The forfeit, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

II scOne, n. Soft cake of barley-meal or 
wheat-flour of size for single portion 
cooked on griddle. [perh. f. MDu. 
schoon(brol), MLG schon- fine (bread)] 

scoop, n., & v.t. 1. Short-handled deep 
shovel for taking up & transferring such 
tilings as grain, sugar, coal, specie; large 
long-handled ladle-shaped dipping-vessel 
for liquids; gouge-like instrument e.g. 
for surgical use or for helping cheese; 
coal-scuttle; motion as of, act of, ~ing 
(with a, at one, ~); large profit made 
quickly or by anticipating competitors ; 
exclusive piece of news for newspaper; 

scorch 
-net, formed for sweeping river-bottom, 

also hand-net for catching bait; —wheel, 
with buckets on circumference raising 
water for irrigation etc. 2. v.t. Lift (usu. 
up), hollow (usu. out), (as) with ~; secure 
(large profit etc.) by sudden action or 
stroke of luck; forestall (rival newspaper, 
reporter, etc.) with ~. [ME, f. MDu., 
MLG schopc bucket etc., & MDu. schoppe, 
M_LG schuppe shovel ] 

sedop'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: engrav¬ 
ers tool; kind of avocet. [-er1] 

scoot, v.i. (si.). Rim, dart, make off. 
Hence ~'er1(2) n., child’s toy propelled 
by foot and consisting of a footboard 
with two wheels set tandemwise and a 
long steering-handle, (also, in full motor 
~er) simple motor cycle. [18th c. (naut.) 
scout; later scoot from U.S.] 

scop'a, scop'ula, nn. (entom.; pi. -ac). 
Small brushlike tuft of hairs esp. on bees’ 
legs. Hence scop'ate2, scop'uIate2, 

SCOp'iFOllM, SCOp'uliFORM, SCOpiF'EKOUS, 
aa. [scopa sing, of L scopae, = twigs, 
broom; -la LL dim.] 

scope, n. 1. End aimed at, purpose, in¬ 
tention, (now rare). 2. Outlook, purview, 
sweep or reach or sphere of observation 
or action, tether, extent to which it is per¬ 
missible or possible to range, opportunity, 
outlet, vent, (mind, undertaking, of wide 
~; is beyond my ~ ; gives no, ample, ~ for 
expatiating, to ability; seeks ~ for his 
energies). 3. (naut.). Length of cable 
out when ship rides at anchor, [f. It. 
scopo f. Gk skopos target (skeptomai look 
at)] 

-scope, suf. repr. L f. Gk -skoyion f. 
skopein observe. Horoscope is f. Gk 
horoskopos, (watcher of) a nativity. Tele¬ 
scope is f. Gk teleskopos, far-seeing. In wds 
of mod. formation the suf. usu. lias the 
sense instrument for observing or showing, 
as stetho~, gyro~, laryngo~, and the 
hybrid muto~. Hence -scdp'ic, adj. suf., 
pertaining to the -scope, occas. w. ex¬ 
tended meaning also, as in telescopic, 

microscopic; -scopy, n. suf., use of or 
examination by the -scope, as laryngo¬ 
scopy. 

scorbut'lic, a. & n. Of, like, (person) 
affected with, scurvy. Hence ~ically 

adv. [f. obs. scorbvt(e) f. F scorbut scurvy 
prob. f. MLG schorbuk (schoren break, buk 
belly) -f-ic] 

scorch, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Burn surface of 
with flame or heat-rays so as to discolour 
or injure or pain, affect with sensation of 
burning (a wit that ~es), whence ~'inq2 a., 
~'ingLY3 adv.; ~ed earth policy, burning 
crops etc. and removing or destroying 
anything that might be of use to an 
enemy occupying the country; become 
discoloured etc. with heat. 2. (si.). (Of 
motorist or cyclist) go at utmost speed; 
(n.) spell of such driving or riding. 
[ME, of obsc. orig.; cf. ME skorken, 
skorkle in same sense] 
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scdkch'er, n. In vbl senses; (also, (si.) 
fine specimen of its kind. [-ERlJ 

score, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Notch cut or line 
cut or scratched or drawn (rock covered 
with ~s or striations; the ~s of the whip 
showed on his hack; made a ~ in the tatty; 
lightning had made ~s in the mountain 
side); mark showing starting-point in 
race or standing-place in shoo ting-match 
(now rare; hence perh. go off at ~, start 
off vigorously esp. to discourse on pet 
subject); (naut.) groove in block or dead- 
-eye to hold strap. 2. Running account 
kept by ~s against customer’s name esp. 
for drink in old inns, reckoning esp. for 
entertainment, (pay one’s ~, settle 
reckoning; death pays all~s; pay off old~s, 
fig., pay person out for past offence; so 
quit ~s with). 3. Number of points made 
by player or side in some games, register 
of items of this, (make a good ~; what is 
the ~ now?; ~-6oofc, -card, -sheet, prepared 
for entering esji. cricket-^ in; keep ~, 
register it as it is made). 4. (mils.). Copy 
of a composition on set of staves braced 
& barred together (named from bar drawn 
through all staves; full ~, with separate 
stall for each part; compressed, close, 
short, ~ in vocal music, with treble & alto 
on one staff, tenor & bass on another; 
in ~, with parts arranged below each 
other & corresponding). 5. Twenty, set 
of twenty, (for use of ~, ~s, see dozen; 

three ~ & ten, phi', for normal length of 
human life; ~s of people, great numbers); 
weight of twenty (or twenty-one) 
pounds, esp. in weighing pigs or oxen. 
6. Category, head, (rejected on the ~ of 
absurdity, as being absurd; you may be 
easy on that ~, so far as that matter is 
concerned). 7. || (si.). Remark or act by 
which person ~s off another (given to 
making cheap ~s); piece of good fortune 
(what a ~/). 8. vb. Mark with notches or 
incisions or lines, slash, furrow, make 
(line etc.) with something that marks, (~ 
out words, draw line through them; ~ 
under, underline); ’criticize severely. 
9. Mark up in inn-~, enter (item of debt 
against or to customer; often up); (fig.) 
mentally record (offence against or to 
offender); record (point in cricket etc. 
~; abs., keep the ~, whence scot'er1 n.). 
10. Win & be credited with (has ~d a 
success, a century at cricket), make points 
in game (failed to ~), secure an advantage 
or have good luck (that is where he ~s; we 
shall ~ by it); || ~ off (si.), worst in argu¬ 
ment or repartee, inflict some humiliation 
on._ 11. (mus.). Orchestrate, whence 
scor'iNG1 (6) n., arrange for another 
instrument, write out in ~. [OE scoru 
f. ON skor notch, tally, twenty, f. Gmc 
*skur-, *sker-, see shear] 

scor'|ia, n. (pi. ~iae). Cellular lava or 
fragments of it. Hence ~ia'ceous (-ashtts) 
a._[L, f. Gk skoria refuse (skor dung)] 

scor'ijfy, v.t. Reduce to dross, assay 

(precious metal) by ~fying a portion of its 
ore fused with lead & borax. IIence~FlCA- 
tion, '~flER1 (2), nn. [prec., -fy] 

sedrn, n., & v.t. 1. Disdain, contempt, de¬ 
rision, (think ~ of, despise; laugh to ~), 
whence ~'ful a.,-~'fuli.Y2 adv.,~'fulNESS 
n.; object of contempt, (usu. a ~ to, the 
~ of, persons etc.). 2. v.t. Hold in con¬ 
tempt, consider beneath notice, abstain 
from or refuse to do as unworthy (~s 
lying, a lie, to lie); hence ~'er1 n. (arch, 
exc. w. of). [ME skarn, scorne, etc. f. OF 
esc(h)arn(ir) f. WG, cf. OS, OHG slcern 
mockery] 

Scorp'io, n. Zodiacal constellation & 
eighth sign of zodiac, the Scorpion. [L, 
also scorpius f. Gk skorpios scorpion] 

scdrp'ioid, n. & a. (hot.). (Inflorescence) 
curled up at end like scorpion’s tail & 
uncurling as flowers develop, [f. Gk skor- 
pioeides (prec., -OID)] 

scorp'ion, n. 1. Arachnid with lobster¬ 
like claws & jointed tail that can be bent 
over to inflict poisoned sting on prey held 
in claws, falsely reputed to sting itself to 
death if encircled with fire & to contain 
a substance serving as antidote for its 
poison. 2. (bibl.). Whip armed with metal 
points (1 Kings xii. 11). 3. (S~)=SC0RPI0. 

4. Kind of ballista. 5. ~-broom, kind of 
genista; ~-fish, kind with spines on head 
& fins; —plant, Javan orchid with 
creamy white flower, also ~-broom; ~- 
-shell, kind of shellfish with long spines 
fringing outer lip of aperture; —thorn, 
■—broom. [ME, f. OF, f. L scorpionem 
SCORPIO ]_ 

sedrzoner'a, n. Black salsify or viper’s- 
-grass, a plant with parsnip-like root used 
as vegetable. [It., f. scorzone venomous 
snake] 

scot1, n. (hist.). Payment corresponding 
to modern tax, rate, or other assessed 
contribution (pay ~ <£• lot, share pecuni¬ 
ary burdens of borough etc.); ~-/ree (in 
mod. use), not having to pay (rare), (usu.) 
unharmed, unpunished, safe, (esp. go — 
-free). [ME, f. ON skot (also, partly, f. OB' 
escot f. same Gmc orig.), corresp. to OE 
sc(e)ot, see shot3] 

Scot2, n. (PI.) Gaelic tribe that migrated 
from Ireland to Scotland about 6th c. 
(often picts & ~s); native of Scotland. 
[OE Scotlas pi., f. LL Scoltus] 

Scotch1, a. & n. 1. Of Scotland or its in¬ 
habitants, in the dialect(s) of English 
spoken in Lowlands of Scotland, (the ~ 
themselves usu. prefer the form Scottish 
also used by the English esp. in dignified 
style or context, or Scots rare in Engl, use 
exc. in compliment to ~ hearers; the ~, 
~ people or nation; ~ fir, kale, mist; 
pound 1 Scots; ~ broth, soup or liquid stew 
with pearl barley and vegetables; ~ 
cap, of shapes worn with Highland cos¬ 
tume, Glengarry, Tam-o’-Shanter, etc.; 
~ catch or snap in music, short note on 
the beat followed by long one occupying 
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remainder of beat; ~ collops, steak & 
onions; ~ pebble, kinds of agate & jasper, 
cairngorm, etc.; ~ terrier, small rough- 
-haired short-legged kind; ~ whisky, 
kind distilled in Scotland esp. from 
malted barley; ~ woodcock, eggs on 
anchovy toast; II ~-&-English, prisoners’ 
base); ~'man, Scots'man, woman, Scots'- 
woman, natives of Scotland (Flying Scots¬ 
man, a London-Edinburgh express). 2. n. 
The ~ dialect of English (Sc. Scots; also 
Lowland ~; broad ~); ~ whisky (~ & 
soda, glass of this with soda-water), 
[contr. of Scottish] 

scotch2, v.t., & n. (arch.). 1. Make inci¬ 
sions in, score, wound without killing, 
slightly disable, (esp. ‘ We have ~’d the 
snake, not killed it ’, see Macbeth in. ii. 
13). 2. n. Slash, mark on ground for 
hop2—■>, [ME; orig. unkn.] 

scotch3, n., & v.t. 1. Wedge or block 
placed before wheel etc. to prevent 
motion downhill. 2. v.t. Hold up (wheel, 
barrel) with~. [orig. unkn.] 

scot'er, n. Large sea-duck. [orig. 
unkn.] 

sco'tia (-shci), n. Concave moulding esp. 
in base of column. [L, f. Gk skotia dark¬ 
ness (SCOTO-) w. ref. to shadow produced] 

Scot'lism, n. (hist.). Metaphysical doc¬ 
trines of Duns Scotus (d. 1308). So ~ist(2) 

n. [L Scotus the Scot, -ism] 

Scot'land Yard. (Used for) the Criminal 
Investigation Department of tho Metro¬ 
politan Police, the headquarters of the 
detection of crime. [Great, New, ~, suc¬ 
cessive headquarters of Metropolitan 
Police ] 

scot'o-, comb, form of Gk skotos darkness; 
~din’ia, giddiness [Gk dine whirl]; ~- 
graph, machine for writing in darkness, 

scotom'a, n. (path.; pi. ~fa). Obscura¬ 
tion of part of the field of vision. [LL, f. 
Gk skoloma f. skotoo darken (prec., -oma)] 

Scots. See scotch 1; (in regimental titles) 
Royal ~, Royal ~ Fusiliers, ~ Greys, ~ 
Guards, [orig. Scottis, north, var. of 
SCOTTISH] 

Scot(t)Ice (skdt'Ise), adv. In Scotch. 
[mod. L (LL Scot(t)icus Scotch)] 

Scott'Icism, -oti-, n. Scotch phrase, 
word, or idiom, [as prec., -ism(4)] 

Scott'icize, -ise (-iz), -oti-, v.i. & t. 
Imitate the Scotch in idiom or habits; 
imbue with, model on, Scotch ways, 
[prec., -ize] 

Scott'ish, a. See scotch 1; (in regimental 
titles) King’s Own ~ Borderers, ~ Rifles, 
London ~. [SCOT2, -ISH1 ] 

scoun'drel, n. Unscrupulous person, 
villain, rogue, rascal. Hence ~dom, 

•~ism(3), nn., ~LYl a. [16th c., of unkn. 
orig. ] 

scour1 (-owr), v.t., & n. 1. Cleanse or 
brighten by friction (~ meted, with sand 
etc.; ~ clothes etc., with soap or chemi¬ 
cals) ; (of water, or person with water) 
clear out (channel, harbour, pipe, etc.) by 

scrag 

flushing or flowing through or over; (of 
drug, physician, etc.) purge (bowels) 
drastically (~ worms, purge them by 
placing in damp moss etc. to fit them for 
bait); clear (rust, stain, etc.) away, off, by 
rubbing etc. (also fig.); ~ing-rush, kind 
of horse •-tail with silicious coating used 
for polishing wood etc.; hence (-F-'erHI, 
2) n. 2. n. Clearing action of swift current 
on channel etc. (the~ of the tide); diarrhoea 
in cattle; substance used forcing fabrics. 
[ME ; prob. f. MDu., MLG schiiren f. OP 
escurer f. LL excurare clean (off) (ex-, L 
curare cure) ] 

scour2 (-out), v.i. & t. Rove, range, go 
along hastily, esp. in search or pursuit; 
hasten over or along, search rapidly, (~ 
the plain, coast, woods). [ME, of obsc. 
orig.; cf. Norw. slcura rush violently] 

scourge (skei’j), n., & v.t. 1. Whip for 
chastising persons (arch.); person or 
thing regarded as instrument or mani¬ 
festation of divine or other vengeance or 
punishment (o.g. barbarian conqueror, 
pestilence, war; the white ~, consumption 
as an endemic disease). 2. v.t. Use whip 
on (arch.); chastise, afflict, oppress, 
harass. [ME ; n. f. AF escorgc, rel. to OF 
cscorgi.ee; vb f. OF esc.orgier; both ult. f. 
L corrigia thong, whip ] 

scout1, n., & v.i. 1. (Mil. etc.) man sent 
out to get information about enemy or 
surroundings (boy ~, member of orga¬ 
nization intended to develop character, 
resourcefulness, & public spirit); || A.A. 
or R.A.C. patrol-man; ship designed for 
reconnoitring; small fast aircraft; II (Oxf.) 
college servant (cf. GYP1, skip2) ; || (crick.; 
arch.) fielder; act of seeking (esp. mil.) 
information (on the ~); kinds of bird, auk, 
guillemot, puffin; master, officer direct¬ 
ing ~s or boy ~s. 2. v.i. Act as ~ (esp. oat 
~ing). [ME, f. OF cscouter listen, f. L as 
auscultation ; n. f. vb ] 

scout2, v.t. Reject (proposal, notion) 
with scorn or ridicule, [f. Scand.; cf. ON 
skuta, skdli taunt] 

scow, n. Kind of flat-bottomed boat. 
(f. Du. schouw ferry-boat] 

scowl, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Wear sullen look, 
look sour, frown ill-temperedly; ~ down, 
master or overbear (person, opposition, 
etc.) with hence ~'ingLY2 adv. 2. n. 
~ing aspect, angry frown. [ME, prob. f. 
Scand.; cf. Da. skule] 

scrab'ble, v.i. Scrawl, scribble, (bibl.); 
scratch or grope about to find or collect 
something (usu. about), [f. Du. schrabbe- 
len frequent, of schrabben scrape] 

scrag, n., & v.t. (-gg-). 1. Lean skinny 
person, animal, plant, etc.; bony part of 
animal's carcass as food, II esp. neck of 
mutton or inferior part of it; (si.) person’s 
neck; hence ~g'Y2 (-gi) a., ~g'iLY2 adv., 
~g'iNESS n., (-gi-). 2. v.t. Put to death by 
hanging, garotte, wring neck of, (si.); 
(footb.) tackle by the neck; (school si.) 
squeeze neck of with arm by way of 
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torture, [prob. alt. f. (now dial.) crag 
neck, rel. to MDu. krdghe, MHO lcrage] 

•scram, int. (si.). Be off! [f. foil.] 
scram'ble, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Make way as 
best one can over steep or rough ground 
by clambering, crawling, etc.; take part 
in physical or other struggle to secure as 
much as possible of something from com¬ 
petitors (usu. /or; ~ for pennies, of chil¬ 
dren etc. among whom coin is thrown; 
~ for place, wealth, a living); (of aircraft) 
take off; throw (coins etc.) to be ~d for; 
cook (eggs) by breaking into pan with 
butter, milk, etc., stirring slightly, & 
heating; alter frequency of transmitted 
speech of (telephone conversation) so as 
to make it unintelligible to an eaves¬ 
dropper; hence scram'blingLY2 adv. 
2. n. Climb or walk over rough ground 
etc.; kind of motor-cycle race or trial 
over fields etc., eager struggle or competi¬ 
tion for or for something, [f. 16th c., 
symbolic, cf. dial, scamble, cramble] 

scran, n. (si.). Food, eatables, broken 
victuals; bad ~ to—/ (Anglo-Ir.), bad 
luck to —. [18th c., of unkn. orig. ] 

II scrann'el, a. (arch.). (Of sound) weak, 
reedy, feeble, (cliiefiy w. alius, to Milton, 
Lycidas 124). [cf. Norw. skran tliin, lean] 

scrann'y, ‘scrawn'y, a. (chiefly dial.). 
Lean, scraggy, [cf. prec. ] 

scrap1, n., & v.t. (-pp-). 1. Small detached 
piece of something, fragment, remnant, 
(pi.) odds & ends, useless remains, whence 
-~p'Y2 a., ~p'iLY2 adv., ~p'Iness n.; 
picture, paragraph, etc., cut from book 
or newspaper for keeping in a collection 
(~-6oofc, for pasting these into); ~ of 
paper, negligible promise etc. (w. ref. 
to violation of Belgian neutrality 1914); 
(collect.) rubbish, waste material, metal 
collected for reworking (also ~-iron, 
-metal), (~-heap, collection of waste stuff, 
also fig.; heap policy, practice of 
discarding promptly what is past its 
prime); (sing, or pi.) residuum of melted 
fat or of fish with the oil expressed (~- 
-cake, compressed fish ~). 2. v.t. Con¬ 
sign to ~-heap, condemn (ships, supplies, 
etc.) as past use, discard. [ME, f. ON 
scrap f. scrapa scrape] 

scrap2, n., & v.i. (si.; -pp-). 1. Fight, 
scrimmage, esp. of unpremeditated kind 
(had a bit of a ~ with). 2. v.i. Have a ~. 

scrape, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Level surface of, 
clear of projections, abrade, smooth, 
polish, shave, or graze, by drawing sharp 
or angular edge breadthwise over or by 
causing to pass over such edge (~ ship’s 
bottom, clear of barnacles etc.; ~ one’s 
chin, shave; ~ one’s boots, remove dirt 
from soles by drawing over scraper; ~ 
one’s plate, leave no food on; ship ~d her 
side, paint, against the pier; ~ away, 
reduce by scraping; ~ down, ~ away, 
also ~ all over, & see below). 2. Take 
(projection, stain, etc.) off, out, or away, 
by scraping (~ off the paint). 3. Excavate 

(hollow) by scraping (often out). 4. Draw 
along with scraping sound, produce such 
sound from, emit such sound, (~ one’s 
feet, in restlessness or to drown speaker’s 
voice, also ~ abs., esp. = draw back foot 
in making clumsy formal bow; ~ down, 
silence by scraping feet; ~ bow across 
fiddle-strings, ~ fiddle, also ~ abs. = play 
fiddle etc.; branches scraping against the 
window). 5. Pass along something so as 
to graze or be grazed by it or just avoid 
doing so (~d against, along, the wall; 
~ through adv. or prep., get through with 
a squeeze or narrow shave, often fig. of 
passing examination etc.). 6. Amass by 
scraping or with difficulty or by parsi¬ 
mony, contrive to gain, (usu. up, together; 
must ~ up enough for; <■—penny, miser; ~ 
acquaintance with, thrust one’s acquain¬ 
tance on); (abs.) practise economy (work 
& ~ as one may); hence scrap'ing 1 (esp. 
2), scrap,ER1(l, 2), nn. 7. n. Act or sound 
of scraping (a ~ of the pen, writing of a, 
esp. important, word or two e.g. signa¬ 
ture) ; scraping of foot in bowing; awk¬ 
ward predicament esp. resulting from 
escapade. [ME, repr. OE scrapian or f. 
ON skrapa f. Gmc *skrap-, *skrep-\ 

scratch \ v.t. & i., n., & a. 1. Score surface 
of, make long narrow superficial wounds 
in, with nail, claw, or something more or 
less pointed (threatened to ~ my face; ~ 
the surface of, not penetrate far into, also 
fig.; ~ a Russian, & you find a Tartar; 
stones ~e<f with rude letters or pictures; 
much ~ed with thorns), get (some part of 
one) ~ed (have ~ed my hands badly); form 
(letters, representation), excavate (hole), 
by ~ing, scribble (a few lines etc.); scrape 
without marking esp. with nails to relieve 
itching (~ one’s head, esp. as sign of per¬ 
plexity; ~ my back & I will ~ yours, 
= claw2 me), (abs.) ~ oneself, ~ ground 
etc. in search (~ about for stray seeds, 
evidence, etc.); scrape together or up; 
score (written words etc.) out or through, 
strike off with pencil etc., II erase (horse’s 
name in list of entries for race, com¬ 
petitor’s name), withdraw (horse, candi¬ 
date, or intr. for refl.) from competition; 
~ along, si., manage to live etc. 2. n. 
Mark or sound made by ~ing (a ~ of the 
pen, signature or written order easily 
given); spell of ~ing oneself; slight 
wound (got off with a ~ or two); line from 
which competitors in race start (toe, come 
to or up to, the ~, put in appearance at 
right time, not shirk, often transf.; ~ 
race, with all on equal terms, opp. handi¬ 
cap ; ~ man or ~, competitor in handicap 
receiving no start); (pi.) horse-disease 
with dry chaps above heel; (also —wig) 
wig covering part only of head; <—cat, 
spiteful child or woman; -—work, graffito 
decoration. 3. adj. Collected by hap¬ 
hazard, ~ed together, heterogeneous, (a 
~ crew, lot, team). [15th c., app. confus. 
syn. ME (now dial.) scrat, & ME (now obs.) 
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cratch, both of obsc. orig.; cf. MLG 
kratsen, OHG krazzon] 

Scratch2, n. Old ~, the devil, [f. obs. 
scral hermaphrodite = ON skrat(l)igoblin] 

scratch'ly, a. (Of drawing etc.) done in 
scratches, careless or unskilful; (of pen) 
making sound of scratching or given to 
catching in paper; (of crew etc.) of scratch 
character, not well matched or working 
well together. Hence ~ily2 adv., ~i.\ESS 
n. [-Y2] 

scrawl, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Write (t. & i.) in 
hurried more or less illegible way; mark 
(paper etc.) over, all over, with bad writing 
or lines like writing. 2. n. Piece of bad 
writing, hurried note or letter, [peril, 
alt. f. CRAWL2] 

II scray, n. Common tern, sea swallow, 
[cf. W yscraen] 

scream, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Utter piercing 
cry expressing terror, pain, or pretence of 
these, (of steam-engine etc.) whistle or 
hoot shrilly; laugh uncontrollably (usu. 
~ with laughter-, ~'ing 1 farce, fun, etc., 
causing spectators to intensely funny); 
utter, say, in ~ing tone (usu. out; ~ed 
that she did not dare j ump; ~ out a curse, 
order, etc.); hence ~'ingLY2 adv. 2. n. 
•~ing cry or sound (~s of pain, laughter); 
(si.) irresistibly comical affair. [ME 
scrseme, peril, f. OE scree-man; cf. WFris. 
skrieme weep ] 

scream'er, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
kinds of bird, e.g. the swift; (si.) tale etc. 
that raises screams of laughter, extra¬ 
ordinarily fine specimen of anything. 
[-ER1] 

II scree, n. (Mountain slope covered with) 
small stones that slide down when trod¬ 
den on (often pi. in same sense), [f. ON 
skritha (skritha glide)] 

screech, v.i. & t., & n. Scream (vb & n.) 
with, of, fright or pain or anger, or in 
harsh or uncanny tones (usu. derog. or 
joc., & esp. w. ref. to disagreeable nature 
of sound); ~-owl, kinds that ~ instead of 
hooting, II esp. the BARN-owl. [16th c. 
var. of ME scritch (unit.)] 

screed, n. Long tiresome harangue (esp. 
list of grievances) or letter; II one of the 
fillets of mortar or strips of wood by 
which a surface to be plastered is divided 
into compartments. [ME, var. of shred] 

screen, n., & v.t. 1. Partition of wood or 
stone separating without completely cut¬ 
ting off one part of church or room from 
another, esp. that between nave & chancel 
(roob-~), decorated wall enclosing court 
etc. 2. Movable piece of furniture de¬ 
signed to shelter from excess of heat, 
light, draught, etc., or from observation 
(fire, window, folding, etc., -~). 3. Any 
object utilized as shelter esp. from ob¬ 
servation, expression of face or measure 
adopted for concealment, protection 
afforded by these, (prepared the attack 
behind a ~ of trees; put on a ~ of indiffer¬ 
ence ; a cavalry ~, cavalry thrown out to 

keep enemy’s scouts from getting in 
touch with main body; under ~ of night). 
4. Board, often with wire-netting or glass 
cover, on which notices are posted. 5. 
White surface on which moving or 
televised pictures or lantern slides are 
projected; the ~, moving pictures collec¬ 
tively. 6. Body proof against electric or 
magnetic induction or having property 
of interrupting other such physical pro¬ 
cesses. 7. Large sieve or riddle esp. for 
sorting coal etc. into sizes. 8. (photog.). 
Transparent finely-ruled plate used in 
process of half-tone reproduction. 9. 
(crick.). One of two large movable white 
wood or canvas erections placed near 
boundary in line with wicket to assist 
batsman’s sight of the ball. 10. v.t. 
Afford shelter to, hide partly or com¬ 
pletely, (from; often fig. of protecting 
another from deserved censure etc. by 
taking blame upon oneself or diverting 
it). 11. Show (object,, scene) on lantern or 
cinema 12. Riddle (coal etc.; ~ed coal, 
from which dust etc. has been removed; 
~ings, refuse separated by sifting); (fig.) 
sift & investigate (persons). 13. Prevent 
from causing electrical interference, [of 
obsc. orig.; perh. f. AF var. of OF escran 
in same sense] 

screeve, v.i., screev'er, n. (si.). (Be) 
pavement artist, [ult. f. L scribere write] 

screw1 (-do), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Cylinder 
with spiral ridge called the thread run¬ 
ning round it outside (male or exterior ~) 
or inside (female or interior ~), metal 
male ~ with slotted head & sharp point 
for fastening pieces of wood together 
with more security than nail (also wood-, 
common, ~) or with blunt end to receive 
nut & bolt things together (also ~-bolt), 
wooden or metal male or female ~ as 
part of appliance or machine actin? as 
one of the mechanical powers to exert 
pressure in various ways, (Archimedean 

~; endless or perpetual ~, threaded 
revolving shaft engaging with & working 
cogwheel; differential or Hunter’s ~, 
arrangement of ~s with threads of 
different pitch working inside each other 
giving great lifting-power; left-handed ~, 
advanced by turning leftwards contrary 
to usu. arrangement; right-dk-left ~, 
cylinder with threads in opposite direc¬ 
tions at the two ends; interrupted ~, with 
parts of thread cut away; have, there is, a 
~ loose, phrr. suggesting that something, 
esp. person’s brain, is out of working 
order; put the ~ on, exert pressure esp. 
in way of extortion or intimidation). 
2. (Also —propeller) revolving shaft with 
spiral blades projecting from ship or 
airship at stern & propelling it by acting 
on ~ principle upon water or air. 3. (Also 
~ steamer, abbr. s.s.) steamer propelled 
by ~ or ~s. 4. One turn of a ~ (give it 
another ~). 5. II Oblique curling motion 
or tendency as of billiard-ball struck 



screw 
sideways. 6. || Small twisted-up paper 
of tobacco etc. 7. Miser, stingy or extor¬ 
tionate person. 8. II (si.). Amount of 
salary or wages. 9.* ~'ball (si.) a. & n., 
mad, crazy (person); ~ coupling, right-&- 
-left female ~ for joining ends of pipes or 
rods; ~-cutter, hand-tool for cutting ~s; 

driver, tool like blunt chisel for turning 
~s by the slot; ~-eye, ~ with loop for 
passing cord etc. through instead of 
slotted head; ~ gear, endless ~ with 
cogwheel or pinion; —hook, hook to hang 
things on with ~ at end of shank to fasten 
it in with; ~-jack, dentist’s implement 
for regulating distance between crowded 
teeth, (also) carriage jack1 worked by ~; 
r-^-pile, with ~ at lower end, & sunk by 
rotation; ~-pin.e, plant with leaves 
arranged spirally & resembling those of 
pineapple; —plate, metal plate for hold¬ 
ing ~-cutting dies, also steel plate with 
threaded holes for making male ~s; ~- 
-pod, kind of mesquit with spirally twisted 
pods; ~ press, press worked by simple ~ 
used esp. by printers & binders; ~-fap, 
tool for making female ~s; ~ valve, stop¬ 
cock opened & shut by ~, valve moved 
by ~; —wheel, worked by endless ~;<■— 
-wrench, for turning ~s with angular head 
or nuts, also wrench with jaws worked by 
~. 10. vb. Fasten, tighten, etc., by use 
of ~ or ~s (~ up door, make fast, esp. as 
practical joke at university; ~ up person, 
~ up his door; boards are ~ed down; his 
head is ~ed on the right wag, he has sense). 
11. Turn (~), twist round like ~, (w. ref. 
to twisting pegs of fiddle; usu. up) make 
tenser or more efficient (~ one’s courage 
to the sticking-place, ~ up one’s courage, 
gather resolution; he, the management, 
wants ~ing up). 12. Put the ~ upon, 
press hard on, oppress. 13. Be miserly. 
14. Squeeze, extort, (consent, money, 
etc.) out of. 15. Contort, distort, contract, 
(~ one’s face into wrinkles-, ~ up one’s 
eyes). 16. (Of ~) revolve (~ stiffly, to the 
right, etc.). 17. (Of rolling ball, also of 
person etc.) take curling course, swerve; 
hence ~'able (-boa-) a. [app. f. OF 
escroue, (mod. ecrou), female screw, nut, 
f. L scrofa sow ] 

screw2 (-bo), n. Vicious, unsound, or 
worn-out horse. Hence ~'y2 (-obi) a. 
(also, si., slightly crazy, having a screw 
loose), [perh. f. prec.] 

screwed (-obd), a. (si.). Drunk, drunken. 
[prob. f. SCREW1, -ED1] 

scriba'cious (-shus), a. (rare). Given to 
writing, [f. L scribere write, -acious ] 

scrib'ble1, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Write (t. & i.) 
hurriedly or carelessly in regard either to 
handwriting or composition; be a journa¬ 
list or author (w. implication, often mock- 
-modest, of inferiority), write poetry etc., 
whence scribb'ler1 [-er1] n.; || scrib- 
bling-paper, -diary, for casual jottings; 
hence ~ment n. (rare). 2. rj. Careless 
handwriting or thing written in it, scrawl. 

scriptural 

hasty note, etc. [ME, f. med. L scribillare 
dim. of L scribere write] 

scrib'ble2, v.t. Card (wool, cotton) 
coarsely, pass through scribbling-machine 
or scribb'ler2 [-er1] n. [prob. f. LG, cf. 
syn. G schrubbeln, see scrub2] 

scribe, n., & v.t. 1. Person who writes or 
can write (rare; am no great ~, do not 
write well); ancient or medieval copyist 
of manuscripts. 2. (bibl.). Ancient- 
- Jewish maker & keeper of records etc., 
also Jewish theologian & jurist of type 
prevalent in time of Christ; hence 
scrib'AX a. 3. (Also ~-atcl) pointed 
instrument for marking lines on wood, 
bricks, etc., to guide saw etc., or writing 
words on barrel etc. 4. v.t. Mark with ~ ; 
scribing-compass, for scratching circles 
etc.; scribing-iron, scrib'ER1 n., =~ 
(sense 3). [MB, f. L scriba (scribere write) ] 

scrim, n. Lining-cloth in upholstery etc. 
[orig. unkn. ] 

scrimm'age, scru-, n., & v.i. & t. 1. 
Tussle, confused struggle, row, brawl, 
skirmish, (usu. scri-). 2. (Rugby footb.: 
usu. sci-u-; also abbr. scrum) tight mass of 
all the forwards with ball on ground in 
middle; scrum half, the half-back who 
puts the ball into the scrum. 3. vb. 
Engage in a ~; put (ball) ina~. [varr. 
Of SKIRMISH] 

scrimp, v.t. & i. Skimp. Hence scrimf 
pY2 a. [18th c., of obsc. orig.; cf. MHG 
schrimpfen contract, wrinkle, & see 
SHRIMP] 

II scrim'shank, v.i. (mil, si.). Shirk duty. 
Hence~ER1n. [orig. unkn.] 

scrim'shaw, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Adorn 
(shells, ivory, etc.), adorn shells etc., with 
carved or coloured designs (as sailors’ 
amusement at sea). 2. n. Piece of such 
work. [perh. f. person’s name] 

scrin'ium, n. (Rom. ant.; pi. -id). Cylin¬ 
drical or other box for rolled MSS. [L, 
see SHRINE] 

II scripr, n. (arch.). Beggar’s or travel¬ 
ler’s or pilgrim’s wallet, satchel. [ME, f. 
OF escrep(p)e wallet, var. of escherpe, 
mod. icharpe scarf1, f. WG *skerpa] 

scrip2, n. Provisional certificate of money 
subscribed to bank or company entitling 
holder to formal certificate in due time & 
to dividends etc.; (collect.) such certifi¬ 
cates. [abbr., = (sub)scrip(tion) receipt)] 

script, n. 1. (In law) original document 
(opp. copy). 2. Handwriting, written 
characters (opp. print); printed cursive 
characters, imitation of handwriting in 
type; kind of non-cursive handwriting 
imitating print. 3. Text of broadcaster’s 
announcement or talk; typescript of 
film-play. 4. || Examinee’s written 
answer. [ME, f. L scriptum thing written 
(scribere script- write)] 

scriptdr'ium, n. (pi. -s, -ia). Room set 
apart for writing esp. in monastery, 
[med. L (prec., -ory)] 

scrip'tural (-chcfo-), a. Founded on. 
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reconcilable with, laying stress on, appeal¬ 
ing to, doctrines contained in the Bible, 
whence ~ism(3), ~ist(2), nn.; of, taken 
from, the Bible (rare; usu. now scripture 
attrib.). Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[foil., -al] 

scrip'ture, n. 1. The Bible with or 
without the Apocrypha (usu. without 
article; also Holy >S’~ or the S~s; a doctrine 
not found in »S’~ or the S~s); a or the quota¬ 
tion from the Bible; (attrib.) taken from 
or relating to the Bible (a ~ text, lesson; 
cf. scriptural). 2. Sacred book of non- 
-Christian community. 3. (arch.). || In¬ 
scription. 4. —reader, person employed 
to read the Bible to the poor in their 
homes. [ME, f. L scriptura (script, -ure)] 

scriv'ener, n. (hist.). Copyist, drafter of 
documents, notary, broker, rnoney- 
-lender; (in mod. use) ~’s palsy, writer’s 
cramp. [ME, f. obs. scrivein f. OF 
escrivain (scribe, -an) -I--ER1] 

scrobic'ulate, -ated, aa. (bot., zool.). 
Pitted, furrowed. [L scrobiculus (scro¬ 
lls ditch, -CULE), -ATE2] 

scrof'ul|a, n. Morbid constitutional con¬ 
dition with glandular swellings & ten¬ 
dency to consumption. Hence ~ous a., 
~ously2 adv.,~ousNESS n. [ME, f. med: 
L sing. f. LB scrofulae scrofulous swell¬ 
ing, dim. of scrofa a sow] 

scrdll, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Roll of parchment 
or paper, book or volume of the ancient 
roll form; (arch.) schedule or list. 2. Orna¬ 
mental design esp. in architecture carved 
or drawn or otherwise made to imitate ~ 
of parchment more or less exactly, volute 
of Ionic capital or of chair etc., head of 
fiddle, flourish in writing, ribbon bearing 
heraldic motto, etc. 3. Any tracery of 
spiral or flowing lines. 4. —bone, turbi¬ 
nated; ~ gear, with —wheel; ~-head, 
volute at ship’s bow; ~-lathe, for spiral 
work; ~-smo, fretsaw; ~-wheel, cogwheel 
in shape of disc with cogs in spiral lines 
on one side causing variation of pace 
according as outer or inner parts are in 
action; work, ornament of spiral linos 
esp. as cut by —saw. 5. vb. Curl up (t. 
& i.; rare) like paper; adorn with ~s 
(chiefly in p.p.). [15th c. scrowle alt. f. ME 
scrovie aphetic f. AF escrowe (escrow), 
OF escro(w)e strip of parchment etc., f. 
Gmc, cogn. w. shred] 

scroop, n., & v.i. (Make) grating noise, 
[imit. ] 

scrot'lum, n. (pi. ~a). Bag containing 
testicles. Hence ~al a., ~it'is, ~ocele, 
nn. [L] 

scrounge (-j), v.t. & t. (si.). Appro¬ 
priate things, cadge; acquire thus. Hence 
scroun'gER1 (-j-) n. [cf. dial, scrunge 
steal] 

scrub1, n. (Ground covered with) brush¬ 
wood or stunted forest growth; worn 
or short-bristled brush or moustache; 
stunted or insignificant person, animal, 
or plant; ~-oaAr, American dwarf kinds. 

scrutineer 
Hence ~b'Y2 a., ~b'iNESS n. [var. of 
SHRUIi1 ] 

scrub2, v.t. & i. (-bb-), & n. 1. Rub hard 
to clean or brighten esp. with soap & 
water applied with ~bing-brush; use 
such brush (would rather ~ for my living); 
(si.) cancel, scrap; eliminate, or extract 
for use, certain components from (coal- 
-gas); hence ~b,ER1 (esp., apparatus for 
~bing gas), ~b'iN&1, nn. 2. n. ~bing or 
being ~bcd (give it, he wants, a good ~). 
3. *(colloq.). Player not belonging to 
regular team; second or weaker team; 
game of baseball with less than full 
complement of players; also attrib., as 
—team. [ME, prob. f. MLG, MDu. 
schrobben, schrubben, perh. rol. to scrape] 

scrubb'er, n. In vbl senses: also, appa¬ 
ratus for purifying coal-gas from am¬ 
monia & tar by spraying with water. 
[-ER 1(1, 2)] 

scruff, n. Back of the neck as used to grasp 
& lift or drag animal or person by (take by 
the ~ of the neck), [corrupt, of scuff2] 

scrum(mage). See scrimmage. 
scrump'tious (-shws), a. (si.). Delight¬ 
ful, delicious, firstrate. [arbitrary; cf. 
GOLUPTIOUS ] 

scrunch. = crunch, [s- as in scrag etc.] 
scru'ple (-do-), n., & v.i. & t. 1. Weight- 

-unit (in apothecaries’ wt) of 20 grains; 
very small quantity (arch.); feeling of 
doubt or hesitation on grounds of moral¬ 
ity or propriety about acting or approv¬ 
ing of action, conscientious objection, 
(make no ~ to do, do without such hesita¬ 
tion or with easy conscience; have 
about doing; man of no ~s, unscrupulous; 
did it without ~). 2. vb. Feel or be in¬ 
fluenced by ~s (rare); be deterred from 
or hindered in (doing or n. of action; 
arch.; would ~ lying or a lie) by ~s; 
hesitate owing to ~s to do (esp. w. neg.; 
does not ~ to say), [f. L scrupulus (scrupus 
pebble, -ule); fig. sense thr. F scrupule] 

scru'pulous (-dop ), a. Careful to offend 
in nothing, conscientious even in small 
matters, not neglectful of details, punc¬ 
tilious, marked by extreme thoroughness, 
unfailing, (~ persons; ~ honesty, cleanli¬ 
ness, care,methods, respect, attention, etc.); 
over-attentive to details, esp. to small 
points of conscience, whence scrupulos^ 
ity (-oop-) n. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[f. F scrupuleux or L scrupulosus (prec., 
-OSE1)] 

scrutat'or (-do-), n. Person given to 
scrutiny (chiefly as signature to news¬ 
paper letters etc.). [L (scrutiny, -or)] 

scrutin (skrootari'), n. ~ d’arrondisse- 
ment, de listc, (darawndesmahn', de lest'), 
contrasted methods by which voter votes 
for one or more representatives of small 
district only, or for large number repre¬ 
senting wide area. [F ] 

|| scrutineer' (-do-), n. Person examining 
ballot papers for irregularities, [scrutiny, 
-eer] 



scrutinize 1136 

scru'tinizle (-66-), -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Look 
closely at, examine in detail. Hence 
~ingi,Y2 adv. [foil.,-ize] 

scru'tiny ( do-), n. Critical gaze, close 
investigation, examination into details; 
official examination of votes cast in elec¬ 
tion to test their validity when closeness 
of contest or suspicion of irregularity 
makes it desirable (demand a ~). [ME, 
f. L scrutinium (scrutari search)] 

scry, v.i. Use the crystal in crystal- 
-gazing. Hence ~'er 1 n. [ = (de)scry ] 

scud, v.i. (-dd-),&n. 1. Run or fly straight 
& fast esp. with smooth or easy motion, 
skim along; (naut.) run before the ■wind. 
2. n. Spell of ~ding; vapoury driving 
clouds. [16th c., of obsc. orig.] 

scu'do (or -do-), n. (pi. -di pr. -do). Old 
Italian silver coin of about 4/-. [It., f. L 
scutum sliield] 

scuff1, v.i. Walk with dragging feet, 
shuffle with the feet. [18th c., of obsc. 
orig. ] 

scuff2, n. Nape (now usu. scruff). [ 18th c., 
of obsc. orig.] 

scuf'fle, v.i., & n. (Engage in) confused 
struggle in which disputants chiefly push 
each other about, disorderly fight, [peril, 
f. Scand.; cf. Sw. skuffa to push, cogn. w. 
SHOVE] 

II scug, n. (school si.). Person lacking 
spirit, sociability, manners, sportsman¬ 
ship, etc. [orig. unkn.] 

sculduggery. See skul(l)duggery. 
scull, n., & v.t. & i. 1. One of pair of small 
oars used by single rower each with one 
hand ; oar resting in nick on boat’s stern 
& worked with twisting strokes to propel 
like ship’s screw. 2. vb. Propel (boat), 
propel boat, with ~(s). [ME, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

scull'er, n. User of scull(s); boat intended 
for sculling, [-er1] 

scull'ery, n. Back kitchen, room for 
washing up dishes etc. [ME, f. AF 
squillerie, OF cscuelerie f. escuele dish f. L 
scuteUa. see -ery ] 

II scull'ion (-yon), n. (arch., poet., rhet.). 
Cook’s boy, washer of dishes & pots. 
[ME; peril, assim. to prec. of F souillon 
scullion, orig. dirty fellow (as soil2)] 

sculp, v.t. (Colloq. for) sculpture, [f. L 
sculpere; now regarded as abbr.] 

scul'pin, n. Kinds of small American sea- 
-fish with large spiny head, [peril, f. obs. 
scorpene f. L f. Gk skorpaina a fish ] 

sculp'sit, sculpser'iint, (abbr. sc. or 
sculps.), v. sing. & pi. 3rd pers. (So-&-so) 
carved or sculptured or engraved (this 
work: used with artist’s signature). [L ] 

scu!p't|or, n. One who sculptures. Hence 
~rnss1 n. [L (foil., -or)] 

sculp'iurle, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Art of 
forming representations of objects in the 
round or in relief by chiselling stone, 
carving wood, modelling clay, casting 
metal, or similar processes; a work of ~e; 
(zool., bot.) raised or sunk markings on 

scutage 

shell etc.; lienee ~ai., ~esque (Ask'), aa., 
~alLY2 adv., (-chcr-). 2. vb. Represent 
in ~e; adorn with ~e; be a sculptor, do 
~e; (p.p., zool. & bot.) having ~e. [ME, 
f. L sculptura (sculpere sculpt-, -ure)] 

scum, n., & v.t. & i. (-mm-). 1. Impurities 
that rise to surface of liquid esp. in boiling 
or fermentation, floating film; (fig.) worst 
part, refuse, offscouring, (of); hence 
~m'y2 a. 2. vb. Take ~ from, skim; be 
or form a ~ on; (of liquid) develop ~. 
[ME, f. MLG, MDu. schum (= OHG 
scum), f. Gmc *skuma-; vb f. n. ] 

scum'ble, v.t., & n. 1. Modify (oil- 
-painting) by painting a thin t int or colour 
over a darker one. 2. n. Thin layer of 
paint over a darker one, modifying the 
underlying paint, [perh. frequent, of 
scum vb (-LE(3))] 

scun'cheon (-elm), n. Stones or arches 
across angles of square tower supporting 
alternate sides of octagonal spire. [ME, 
f. OF escoinson (ex-, coin1)] 

II scunn'er, n., & v.t. & i. (Sc.). 1. Strong 
dislike (esp. take a ~ at, against), object 
of loathing. 2. vb. Sicken, disgust; feel 
sick, be nauseated, [n. f. vb, ME, of obsc. 
orig. ] 

scupp'er1, n. Hole in ship’s side to carry 
off water from deck. [ME, perh. f. OF 
escopir spit; cf. G speigat ] 

II scupp'er2, v.t. (si.). Surprise & mas¬ 
sacre, sink (ship, crew), do for. [orig. 
unkn.] 

scurf, n. Flakes on surface of skin cast off 
as fresh skin develops below, esp. those of 
head (also dandruff); any scaly matter on 
a surface. Hence ~'y2 a., ~'Iness n. 
[late OE scurf f. Scand. (cf. OSw. skorver), 
earlier sceorf (= OHG scorf) f. root of 
sceorfan gnaw] 

scu'rril|ous, (arch.) scu'rril|(e), aa. 
Grossly or obsoencly abusive (of person 
or language), given to or expressed with 
low buffoonery. Hence or cogn. ~ously2 
adv., * tty (-11'-) n. [f. obs. scurrile, f. F, 
or L scurrilis (scurra buffoon), -ous] 

scu'rry, v.i., & n. 1. Run hurriedly esp. 
with short quick steps, scamper, (the~ing 
mice). 2. n. Act or sound of ~ing; short 
fast horse-race (polo-~, race for polo- 
-ponies). [perh. shortened f. hurry-scurry 
redupl. of hurry ] 

scurv' |y, a. & n. 1. Paltry, low, mean, dis¬ 
honourable, contemptible, (a ~y trick, 
fellow); hence~iLY2 adv. 2. n. Deficiency 
disease with swollen gums, livid spots, 
& prostration, attacking sailors & any 
who feed on salt meat & lack vegetables; 
~y-grass [corrupt, of -cress], plant of 
mustard family used against ~y; hence 
~iED2 (-vld) a. [-adj. f. scurf + -y2; n. 
subst. use of adj., perh. assoc, w. obs. 
scorbut(e) (scorbutic)] 

scut, n. Short tail esp. of hare, rabbit, or 
deer. [orig. unkn.] 

scut'age, n. (hist.). Money paid by 
feudal landowner in lieu of personal 
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service. [ME, f. med. L scutagium, after 
OF escuage f. escu (L scutum, shield) 
+ -AGE ] 

scutch, v.t., & n. 1. Dress (fibrous 
material, esp. retted flax) by beating; 
—blade, —ing-sword, ~'er1(2) n., imple¬ 
ments for ~ing flax. 2. n. ~er; coarse 
tow separated in ~ing flax, [vb f. OF 
*escoucher, escousser, t. pop. L *cxcussare 
f. L Ex(eidere cuss- = quatere quass- 
shake); n. f. OF escouche] 

scutch'eon (-chon), n. *= escutcheon; 

ornamented brass etc. round keyhole; 
plate for name or inscription. [ME; 
aphetic f. escuthheon] 

scute. See scutum. 

scuteirium, n. (nat. hist.; pi. —a). Small 
shield, plate, or scale, in plants, insects, 
birds, etc., esp. one of the horny scales on 
birds’ feet. Hence sciit'ellATE2, ~ar l, 

aa., ~a'tion n. [mod. L, dim. of scutum] 

II scutt'er, v.i., & n. Scurry, [perh. alt. of 
SCUTTLE3 (-ER6)] 

scut'tle1, n. (Usu. coal-~) metal or other 
vessel in which small supply of coal esp. 
for single fireplace is brought & kept. 
[OE scutel = ON skutill, OHO scuzzila 
f. L scutella dish] 

scut'tle3, n., & v.t. 1. Hole with lid in 
wall or roof of house or ship’s deck, side, 
or hatchway-covering; section of motor- 
-car connecting bonnet and body; —butt, 
-cask, water-butt usu. on deck with hole 
in top for dipping from. 2. v.t. Make 
hole(s) in (ship), open sea-cocks of (ship), 
esp. for purpose of sinking. [ME ; iden¬ 
tical w. F escoutille = Sp. escotilla hatch¬ 
way] 

scut'tle3, v.i., &n. 1. Hurry along, scurry, 
run away, make off, fly from danger or 
difficulty. 2. n. Hurried gait, precipitate 
flight or departure, [cf. dial, scuddle f. 
SCUD -f--LE(3)] 

scut'lum, n. (pi. ~a). (Rom. ant.) legion¬ 
ary’s shield of oblong, oval, or semi- 
cylindrical shape; (anat.) knee-pan; 
(zool. etc.; also scute) shieldlike plate or 
scale, piece of bony armour in crocodile, 
sturgeon, turtle, armadillo, etc., whence 
~al, ~ATE2, aa. Hence ~ieorm a. [L] 

Scyll'a, n. ~ <£• Charybdis, six-headed 
monster living on a rock, & whirlpool, so 
placed on opposite sides of Straits of 
Messina that it was hard to steer clear of 
one without being caught by the other 
(see Homer, Od. xii); between ~ & Charyb¬ 
dis, between two dangers, between the 
devil & the deep sea. 

scyph'lus, n. (pi. —i). (Qk ant.) footless 
drinking-cup with two handles not higher 
than rim; (bot.) cup-shaped part as in 
narcissus flower or in lichens, whence 
~ose1 a. Hence ~Iform a. [L, f. Gk 
skuphos ] 

scythe (sidh), n., & v.t. 1. Mowing & 
reaping implement of long slightly curved 
blade swung over ground by usu. crooked 
pole about 5 ft long with two short 

OO 

handles projecting at right angles from 
it; blade continuing axle of ancient war- 
-chariot at each end, whence scythED2 

(-dhd) a. 2. v.t. Cut with ~. [OE sithe, 
ON siglhr f. Gmc *scgilhjaz f. *seg- cut, 
cogn. w. L secure] 

Scyth'ian (sidh-, -th-), a. & n. (Inhabi¬ 
tant) of ancient Scythia, the region north 
of the Black Sea; = Turanian. [L f. Gk 
Skuthia (Skuthes a~), -an] 

II ’sdeath (zdfith), int. (arch.) expressing 
anger, surprise, etc. [short for God’s 
death] 

se-, L pref. = apart, without, 
sea, n. 1. Expanse of salt water that covers 
most of earth’s surface & encloses its 
continents & islands, the ocean, any part 
of this as opposed to dry land or fresh 
water, (by ~ tfr land; at the bottom of the 
~; jumped into the ~ ; on the ~, in ship 
etc., also situated on ~sliore; go to ~, 
become sailor; follenv the —, be sailor; put 
to ~, leave port or land; arm of the ~, 
deep gulf; at ~, away from & esp. out of 
sight of land, also fig. = perplexed, not 
knowing conditions etc. or what to do; 
between devil 1 <£• deep ~; as good fish 1 in 
the ~; when the ~ gives up its dead, at the 
resurrection; also pi. in same sense, as 
beyond, over, ~ or ~s, to or in countries 
separated by ~; the high ~s, the open 
~ outside the three-mile limit to which 
nearest country’s jurisdiction extends; 
mistress of the ~ or ~s, chief naval power 
at any time). 2. Particular tract of ~ 
partly or sometimes wholly enclosed by 
land & usu. distinguished by special 
name (the North, Mediterranean, Caspian, 
Dead, Sea; inland ~, entirely landlocked 
as the Caspian, also rarely of great fresh¬ 
water lakes; closed ~, = mare1 clausum; 
the seven—s, Arctic, Antarctic, N. Pacific, 
S. Pacific, N. Atlantic, S. Atlantic, & 
Indian, Oceans; II the four those 
enclosing Great Britain). 3. Local motion 
or state of the ~, swell, great billow, (a 
heavy ~, with great waves; mountains 
high; (of boat etc.) ship a —, be flooded 
by a wave; long with long regular 
waves; short ~, choppy & irregularly 
agitated; ~ like looking-glass or sheet of 
glass, quite smooth; half —s over, having 
drunk too much). 4. Vast quantity or 
expanse of (a ~ of troubles, care, flame, 
upturned faces; also pi., as of blood, 
ruthless bloodshed). 5. (bibl.). Brazen or 
molten —, — laver2. 6. (attrib. & in 
comb.). Living or used in or on, of, near, 
like, the ~ (often prefixed to name of 
animal, fruit, etc., to form name of 
marine thing with merely superficial 
resemblance to what it is named after, 
as ~ canary, cucumber, -fox, raven, below); 
~ acorn, barnacle; ~ air, air at ~side esp. 
as recommended for invalids etc.; ~- 
-anchor, dr AG2-anchor; ~ anemone; ~- 
-angelf ANGEL-fisli; ~-arrow, flying squid; 
~ asparagus, kind of soft-shelled crab; 

5813 
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—-barrow, skate’s egg-case; — bathing, in 
—; — bear, polar bear, also kind of fur- 
-seal; <—bells, —shore bindweed; —belt, 
sweet fucus, a —weed 'with beltliko 
fronds; —’board, —shore, coast region, line 
of coast; --boat, ship etc. of specified 
—going qualities (is a good, bad, etc., 
.—boat), boat which can be lowered 
quickly in an emergency at —; —-born, 
born of the — (poet., esp. of Aphrodite); 
—•borne, conveyed by ~ ('—borne com¬ 
merce, goods); —bow, rainbow effect in 
—spray; —'-breeze, blowing landward 
from — esp. during day in alternation with 
land-breeze at night; — breeze, any breeze 
at ~; —-calf, common seal; — canary, 
white whale (from its whistling); ~ cap¬ 
tain, (poet., rhet.) great sailor or com¬ 
mander at —, (in ord. use, chiefly where 
army-captain is to be excluded) past or 
present captain of ship in navy or 
merchant service; — change, trans¬ 
formation (w. ref. to Tempest I. ii. 400); 
— chestnut, —urchin; ~-cloth, used in 
theatre to represent shore; II— coal, 
arch., coal (orig. of coal brought from 
Newcastle by ~, opp. charcoal etc.); ~ 
coast; —-cock, kinds of bird & fish, also 
valve by which —water can be let into 
ship’s interior; — colander, brown ~wecd 
with fronds perforated like colander; — 
cook, naut. term of abuse; —cow, sirenian, 
also walrus; ~ crow, kind of gull; ~ 
cucumber, any holothurian, esp. beche-de- 
-mer; •—devil, kinds of fish; —-dog, kinds 
of seal, also dogfish, also old sailor (esp. 
of the Elizabethan ~-captains), & see 
•—dog1; — eagle, kinds of fishing eagle; 
—ear, ormer; — elephant, large kind of 
seal with proboscis; —-fan, kind of coral; 
—'faring a. & n., traversing the — esp. 
habitually (~faring man, sailor), so 
—'farER1 n. (rare); ~ fennel, samphire; 
—fight, between warships; —-flower, — 
anemone; — fog, caused by difference of 
land & ~ temperature & extending only 
short way inland; ~food, edible salt-water 
(shell)fish; —-fowl; —-fox, long-tailed 
shark; — front, part of town facing —; — 
furbelow, kinds of brown —weed; ~-gauge, 
ship’s draught, also kind of sounding - 
-instrument; ~ gherkin, — cucumber; ~ 
gilliflower, — pink; —girt, surrounded by 
— (poet., rhet., of island etc.); —-god(dess); 
—'going, (of ship) for crossing —, not 
coasting, (of person) ~faring; — grape, 
glasswort, also gulf-weed, also (pi.) cuttle- 
-fish eggs; —green a. & n., (of) bluish 
green as of ~; ~-gull; ~ hedgehog, <-— 
-urchin; —-hog, porpoise; —horse, crea¬ 
ture harnessed to ~-god’s chariot having 
horse’s head & fish’s tail, also walrus, also 
hippocampus ;—-island cotta’ll, fine quality 
of long-stapled cotton originally grown 
on islands off Georgia and S. Carolina; 
— kale,, kind of perennial with young 
shoots used as table vegetable; — kidney, 
kidney-shaped polypidom; —king, medi¬ 

eval Scandinavian pirate chief; — lace, 
kind of —weed with long cordlike fronds; 
— lawyer, (naut. term of contempt for) 
captious person; —-legs, ability to walk 
on deck of rolling ship (has not yet got his 
—-legs); — lemon, a yellow oval mollusc; 
— leopard, kinds of spotted seal; — 
-letter, official protective letter carried 
by neutral ship in wartime, describing 
her cargo, crew, etc.; ~ level, level con¬ 
tinuous with that of — halfway between 
high & low water (also mean — level) as 
used in reckoning height of hills etc. & 
for barometric standard (corrected to 
— level); — lily, crinoid; —-line, horizon at 
—; ~ lion, kinds of large eared seal, esp. 
one with mane; II Sea Lord, naval member 
of the Board of Admiralty; '-'’man (pi. 
-men), sailor, (nav.) rating of executive 
or upper-deck branch (ABUi-bodied —man; 
ordinary —man, below rating of A.B.), 
person expert in the practice of nautical 
matters, whence —'mantiKE, ~'maniY1, 
aa., ~'mansinp(3) n.; —mark, beacon, 
lighthouse, etc., or elevated conspicuous 
object, used to direct course at ~; ~-mat, 
polyzoan forming flat matted coralline; 
— melon, kind of holothurian; —mew, 
gull; — mile, geographical mii.e ; ~ mon¬ 
ster, any huge, terrible, or strange ~- 
-animal; ~ moss, mossliko polyzoan or 
—weed; '-’-mouse, an iridescent —worm; 
— mud, saline deposit of salt marshes etc. 
used as manure; ~ necklace, string of 
whelk egg-cases; ~ needle, garfish; ~ 
nettle, jellyfish; —nymph; — oak, kind of 
—weed; — ooze, — mud; — orange, globose 
orange-coloured holothurian; '—-orb, 
globe-fish; — otter, kind with very valu¬ 
able fur; —'•owl, = lump2; —'-ox, walrus; 
—'-pad, starfish; — parrot, puffin; — pass, 
neutral ship’s passport in time of war; 
—-pay, for active service at —; — peach, 
pear, kinds of ascidium; —-pen, feather- 
-shaped polyp; — pie, sailors’ pie of salt 
meat etc., II also a shore-bird, the oyster- 
-catcher; —-piece, picture of scene at —; 
—pi'et, — pie (bird); —-pig, porpoise, also 
dugong; —pike, garfish, hake, & other 
fish; — pilot, — pie (bird); — pincushion, 
skate’s egg-case; — pink, —shore or alpine 
plant with bright pink flowers, thrift; 
—’plane, aeroplane constructed for rising 
from & alighting on water; — poacher, a 
small fish; —'port, town with harbour; — 
power, ability to control and make suc¬ 
cessful use of the —; — pumpkin, — 
melon;—-purse, skate’s egg-case; — raven, 
sculpin; — robin, red gurnard; —-room, 
clear space at — allowing ship to turn 
etc.; — rover, pirate or piratical ship; 
—-salt, got by evaporating —-water; 
—-scape, —piece; — scouts, maritime 
auxiliary to boy scour ls; — serpent, kinds 
of snake living in —, also (the — serpent) 
enormous serpentine — monster occa¬ 
sionally reported as seen but disbelieved 
in by naturalists; — shell, shell of any salt- 
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-water mollusc ;—shore', land close to ~, 
(law) space between high & low water 
marks; —'sick, vomiting or inclined to 
vomit from motion of ship etc., whence 
~'sickNESS n.; || —side', places or some 
unspecified place close to ~ as permanent 
or esp. as holiday residence (do you like 
the —side?; must go to the —side); —-sleeve, 
cuttlefish; ~ slug, — cucumber; ~ snail, 
small slimy fish, the unctuous sucker, 
also periwinkle or similar shellfish; ~ 
snipe, the dunlin, also the snipcfish; ~ 
squirt, any ascidium; ~ strawberry, kind 
of polyp; ~ sunflower, — anemone; ~ 
sivalloiv, tern; —tang(le), kinds of ~weed; 
— -toad, the angler; —trout, kinds of salt- 
-water trout; urchin, echinus; wall, 
wall or embankment made to check 
encroachment of ~; —ware, ~weed 
collected for manure or other uses; ~- 
-water; -—way, ship’s progress, also place 
where ship lies in open water (in a•—way), 
also inland waterway; weed, any alga 
or other plant growing in ~; •-'-whip, 
whip-shaped coral; ~ whipcord, kind of 
•—-weed; —wife, fish allied to wrasse; 
-'-wind, = —-breeze, —-wing, a bivalve 
mollusc; —’withwind, ~-bells; —-wolf, — 
elephant, also kinds of fish, also viking 
or pirate; —'worthy, (of ship) in fit state 
to put to ~, strong & well rigged etc., 
whence ~'worthixESS n. Hence ~'ward 

a., adv., & n., —'wards (-z) adv. [OE sa&, 
OS, OHG seo, ON seer, Goth, saiws f. 
Gmc *saiwiz] 

seal1, n., & v.i. 1. Kind of carnivorous 
amphibious marine mammal with short 
limbs modified to serve chiefly for swim¬ 
ming but having fur or hair & beastlike 
face (eared — or otary, distinguished from 
common — by having visible external ears, 
& including the larger kinds, as sea bear, 
sea lion, sea elephant, & the fur—s); = ~ 
skin; —-fishery or —'ery n.; —rookery, 
—s’ breeding-place; —'skin, skin of —, or 
usu. prepared fur of —s as material for 
women’s jackets etc., jacket of this. 
2. v.i. Hunt —s. [OE seolh, MLG sel, 
OHG selah, ON selri. Gmc "selhaz1 

seal2, n., & v.t. 1. Piece of wax, lead, or 
other such material, impressed with de¬ 
vice & attached in some way to document 
usu. in addition to signature as guarantee 
of authenticity (given under my hand &—, 
signed & —ed by me; set one’s — to, 
authorize or confirm) or to envelope or to 
any receptacle such as box or room or 
houso to prevent its being opened with¬ 
out knowledge of owner etc. (leaden —, 
stamped piece of lead holding ends of 
a wire used as fastening; under — of con¬ 
fession, confidence, secrecy, silence, etc., 
fig. of communications for which secrecy 
is stipulated or obligatory); impression 
stamped on or paper disc stuck to docu¬ 
ment as symbol equivalent to wax —. 
2. (fig.). Significant or prophetio mark 
(has the — of death in his face). 3. Gem, 

piece of metal, etc., serving as stamp to 
produce — on wax etc. or paper (—-ring, 
finger-ring with ~; || the —s, those held 
during tenure of office by Lord Chancellor 
or Secretary of State; II Great S-, — in 
charge of Lord Chancellor or Lord Keeper 
used in —ing Parliament-writs, treaties, 
& important State papers; !l privy S—; 
Fisher’s S-, papal ~ with St Peter fishing 
as device). 4. Act done, thing given, 
event regarded, as confirmation or 
guarantee of (— of love, kiss, birth of 
child, etc.; baptism & the Turd’s Supper 
are —s of God’s covenant with us). 5. Sub¬ 
stance used to close aperture etc., esp. 
water standing in drain-trap to prevent 
ascent of foul air (—pipe, Dip2-pipe). 
6. —wort, Solomon’s—. 7. v.t. Affix — to, 
stamp or fasten with —, certify as correct 
with — or stamp (S—cd Book, one of 
the presumed perfect copies of Book of 
Common Prayer certified by Great S— in 
1662 under Charles II); show genuineness 
of (devotion etc.) with one’s life etc. 8. 
Close securely or hermetically, stop up or 
up, (my lips are —ed, I must not speak; 
sleep —ed his eyes; is a —ed book to me, is 
something of which I have & can get no 
knowledge; windmvs must be —ed tip, e.g. 
by pasting paper along all crevices; — 
up tin, solder it so that air has no access; 
— pipe etc., provide it with water-~ by 
means of trap etc.). 9. Set significant 
mark on, set apart, destine, decide 
irrevocably, (death has —ed her for his 
own; is —ed to or for salvation, damnation, 
etc.; his fate is —ed); (of Admiralty etc.) 
officially adopt (design); || —ed pattern., 
standard pattern of equipment, clothing, 
etc., approved for issue by the Admiralty 
etc. (also fig.). 10. Confine securely (often 
up); fix (staple etc.) into wall etc. with 
cement etc. 11. —ing-wax, mixture of 
shellac & rosin with turpentine & pigment 
used for ~s. [ME, f. AF seal, OP seel f. L 
sigillum] 

seal'er, n. In vbl senses of seal1, 2; esp., 
ship or man engaged in seal-hunting. 
[-ER1 ] 

Seal'yham (-ham), n. — (terrier), a breed 
of terrier, [place] 

seam, n., & v.t. 1. Line of junction 
between two edges esp. those of two 
pieces of cloth etc. turned back & sewn 
together or of boards fitted edge to edge, 
fissure left by gaping of parallel edges 
(ship’s —s ivant caulking); scar, cicatrice; 
line of separation between two strata; 
stratum of coal etc.; (anat.) suture; 
~ bowler in cricket, one who makes the 
ball move off the — when it bounces (also 
—'er1); —lace, —ing-lace; —presser, 
agricultural implement for flattening 
down furrow-ridges after the plough, also 
tailors’ goose; hence —'less a. 2. v.t. 
Unite with ~ (rare); mark or score with 
~, fissure, or scar (chiefly in p.p.; —ed 
with wounds, cracks, etc.); (knitting) make 
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ridges in (stocking etc.); ~irtg-laee, 
galloon or other trimming sewn over ~s 
in upholstery etc. [OE seam, MDu. som, 
OHG sourn, ON saumr f. Gmc "saurnaz f. 
*sav-, *su- sew ] 

seam'stress, semp-, (sCms-), n. Sewing- 
-woman. [OE seameslre (prec., -ster) + 
-ess 1] 

seam'y, a. Showing seams (~ side, inside 
of garment etc. where turning-back of 
seams is visible, chiefly fig. of the less 
presentable or attractive aspect of life 
etc.). [-Y2] 

Seanad Eireann (shan'adh ar'an), n. 
Upper Chamber of the legislature of 
Eire. [Ir., = senate of Ireland] 

se'ance (sa-), stance (see Ap.), n. Sitting 
of a society or deliberative body; meeting 
for exhibition or investigation of spiritua¬ 
listic phenomena. [F, f. L sedere sit] 

sear1, a. & v.t., sere, a. 1. (Of leaves, 
flowers, etc., & fig. of age etc.) withered, 
dried up (the ~, the yellow leaf, old age). 
2. v.t. Wither up, blast, (rare); scorch 
surface of esp. with hot iron, cauterize, 
brand; make callous (a seared conscience); 
searing-iron, for cauterizing. [OE sear, 
MLG sor f. Gmc *sauza-; hence OE 
searian = OHG (ar-)soren vb] 

sear2. See sere1. 
search (sdr-), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Look or 
feel or go over (person or his face or 
pockets, receptacle, place, book) for what 
may be found or to find something of 
which presence is suspected, probe (lit. & 
fig.; ~ a wound, men's hearts); me !, 
int. implying that the speaker does not 
know (the answer to some inquiry, what 
to do, etc.); (of shrapnel, gunners) pene¬ 
trate all recesses of (trench etc.); (arch.) 
look for, seek out or (still current) out-, 
make ~ or investigation (for or abs.); 
(part., of examination etc.) thorough, 
leaving no loopholes, whence ~'ingLY2 
adv.; hence ^ER^l, 2) n., ~'less a. 
(poet.). 2. n. Act of ~ing, investigation, 
quest, (am in ~ of, trying to find; the ~ 
for or of; right of ~ in internat. law, 
belligerent’s right to stop neutral vessel 
& ~ it for contraband); flight, electric 
arc-light with concentrated beam that 
can be turned in any direction for use 
esp. for discovering hostile aircraft, 
enemy movements, etc.; —party, persons 
going out to look for lost or concealed 
person or thing; ~-warrant, granted by 
justice of peace to enter premises of 
person suspected of concealing stolen 
property etc. [ME, f. OF cerchier (F 
chercher) f. LL circare go round (circus)] 

searching (sdb-), n. In vbl senses; esp., 
~s of heart, misgivings caused by guilt or 
otherwise, [-ing1] 

seas'on (-zn), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Proper 
time, favourable opportunity, time at 
which something is plentiful or in vogue 
or active, (a word in ~, advice given 
when it is likely to be taken or is needed; 

in ~ <& out of ~, at all times without 
selection; oysters, venison, strawberries, 
are in ~, to be had in good condition & 
without special difficulty; the holiday ~, 
any of the times when most people keep 
holiday, || esp. Christmas, Easter, Whit¬ 
suntide, or August; the London, Brighton, 
Parisian, ~, when society is busy or 
visitors many there; London in the ~, the 
theatrical, publishing, cricket, ~; close, 
open, ~, when hunting etc. of some 
animal is prohibited, permitted). 2. 
Period of indefinite or various length (may 
endure for a ~; a ~ of inaction; II -—ticket, 
issued at reduced rates for any number 
of journeys taken, performances at¬ 
tended, etc., within a year, six months, 
or other period). 3. One of the divisions 
of the year with distinguishable charac¬ 
teristics of temperature, rainfall, vegeta¬ 
tion, etc. (the four ~s, spring, summer, 
autumn, winter, beginning astronomic¬ 
ally each at an equinox or solstice but 
popularly having different dates in differ¬ 
ent countries; the dry, rainy, —, two ~s 
recognized in the tropics instead of the 
four of temperate countries); hence ~al, 
<—'Less, aa., ~ali.Y2 adv., (-z-). 4. vb. 
Bring into efficient or sound condition by 
habituation, acclimatization, exposure, 
special preparation, use, or lapse of time, 
inure, mature, (~ecZ soldiers, timber). 
5. Make palatable or piquant by intro¬ 
duction of salt, condiments, wit, jests, 
etc., give zest to, flavour, (highly ~ed 
dishes; conversation ~eci with humour), 
whence ~er1(2), ~ing1(4), nn., (-z-); 
temper, moderate, (let mercy ~ justice). 
6. Become fit for use by being ~ed. [ME, 
f. OF seson, f. L sationem (serere sat- sow, 
-ion) in Rom. sense season] 

seas'onab|le (-z-), a. Suitable to, of the 
kind usual at, the season (esp. ~le weather, 
frost etc. in winter); opportune, meeting 
the needs of the occasion, (—le aid, caut ion, 
etc.; the ~Ze arrival of). Hence ~lexEss 
n.,~LY2adv. [ME ; prec., n.,-able] 

seat, n., & v.t. 1. Thing used, esp. one 
made, for sitting on, chair, throne, stool, 
bench, or other sitting-accommodation, 
(the ~s are uncomfortable), occupation of 
a ~ (took his ~ on the throne, a rock; pray 
take a ~, sit down), whence ~'ING1(6) n., 
—er1 n. (motor-car, aeroplane, etc., 
with ~s for specified number). 2. Part of 
chair etc. on which sitter’s weight directly 
rests, part of machine that supports 
another part (~ of valve, surface etc. on 
wilieh it slides or works). 3. The but¬ 
tocks, part of trousers etc. covering them. 
4. Site or location, temporary or perman¬ 
ent scene, abiding-place, of (the liver is the 
~ of disease; the disease has its in the liver; 
the ~ of war is mountainous; an ancient ~ 
of learning). 5. Country mansion esp. 
with park or large grounds (has a ~ in 
Norfolk; the country ~s of England). 
6. Right to sitting-accommodation or to 
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sit as member of board or esp. House of 
Commons (have taken two~s for Macbeth; 
has a ~ on the Board; lost his or the ~, 
failed to secure re-election to Parliament). 
7. Manner of sitting horse, bicycle, etc. 
(has a good, firm, graceful, ~); hence 
~'less a. 8. v.t. Make sit, place oneself 
in sitting posture, (p.p.) sitting, (took up 
the child & ~ed him cm the bookcase; ~ 
candidate, elect him to Parliament; ~ed 
himself in state; fecund him ~ed on a 
reversed bucket; pray be ~ed!, sit down). 
9. Fit or provide (church, room, etc.) 
with ~s (is ~ed for 5000); (of room etc.) 
have ~s for (number). 10. Mend ~ of 
(chair, trousers). 11. Establish in position, 
fix in particular place (~ machinery, put 
it on its supports; a deep-~cd disease). 
[ME, f. ON sxti = MDu. gessele, OHG 
gasdsi f. Gmc. *(ga)ssetjam cogn. w. sit] 

seba'ceous (-shus), a. Of tallow or fat, 
fatty, (~ gland, follicle, duct, secreting or 
conveying oily matter or ~ humour to 
lubricate hair & skin). [L sebaceus (sebum 
tallow), -ous] 

sebes'tan, -en, n. Plumlike fruit of the 
tree Cordia Myxa, used medicinally in 
the East & formerly in Europe. [Arab. 
sabastan ] 

s&c, a. (Of wine) dry. [F] 
sec'ant, a. & n. (math.). 1. Cutting. 2. n. 
~ line, esp. radius of circle produced 
through end of arc to meet tangent to 
other end, ratio of this to radius, ~ of 
angle, ratio of greater to less of its con¬ 
taining lines as bounded by a perpendi¬ 
cular to either (abbr. sec; sec 60° = 2). [L 
secare cut, -ant] 

secateurs (sgk'atStz), n. Pair of pruning 
clippers. [F, irreg. f. L secare cut] 

s&ce'o, n. Tempera-painting. [It. ] 
secc'otine (-en), n., & v.t. A liquid sub¬ 
stitute for glue; (v.t.) stick with ~ (on, 
together, etc.). [P] 

secedle', v.i. Withdraw formally from 
membership of some body, esp. a Church 
or federal or other State. Hence ~'er1 n. 
[f. L SE(ee<Zere cess- go) ] 

seedrn'ent, a. & n. (physiol.). 1. That 
secretes or can secrete. 2. n. Secreting 
organ; drug that promotes secretion, [as 
SECRETE, -ENT] 

sece'ssion (-shn), n. Act of seceding (War 

of S~, American civil war of 1861-5 
caused by ~ of eleven Southern States). 
Hence ~ism(3), ~ist(2), nn., (-shon-). [f. 
L secessio (secede, -ion)] 

seclud|e' (-bod), v.t. Keep (person, place, 
esp. oneself) retired or away from com¬ 
pany or resort (~e oneself from society; a 
~ed spot, life, etc.). Hence ~'edLY2 (-do-) 
adv. [ME, f. L se(eludere -clus- = claudere 
shut)] 

seclu'sion (-oozhn), n. Secluding or being 
secluded, retirement, privacy, avoidance 
of intercourse, whence ~ist(2) n.; se¬ 
cluded place, [f. med. L seclusio (prec., 
-ION)] 

second 

sec'ond, a., n., & v.t. 1. Next after first 
(the, a,~, often as n. with ellipse of n., esp. 
= ~ day of month; often further defined, 
as the ~ man you meet, was the ~ to come; 
in the ~ place, secondly; ~ to none, sur¬ 
passed by no other; ~ class; ~ cabin, ~- 
-class accommodation in passenger-ship; 
come in, finish, ~, be ~ in race; ~ floor, 
that two floors above ground-floor; || ~ 
distance, space in landscape between fore¬ 
ground & background). 2. Other besides 
one or the first, additional, supplemen¬ 
tary, (~ advent, return of Christ, esp. as 
preliminary to His expected personal 
reign on earth, whence ~-ad'ventiST n.; 
~ ballot, electoral method by which, if the 
winner on the first ballot has not polled 
more than half the votes cast, a ~ is 
taken in which only he & the next candi¬ 
date are eligible; ~ chamber, upper House 
in bicameral parliament; ~ coming, ~ ad¬ 
vent ; ~ division ; — nature, acquired 
tendency that has become instinctive, as 
habit is ~ nature, self-sacrifice is now ~ 
nature with him; ~ self ; ~ teeth, those of 
adults, cf. Milk 1 -teeth; ~ thoughts, opinion 
or resolution formed on reconsideration; 
~ wind1). 3. Of secondary kind, sub¬ 
ordinate, derived, unoriginal, imitative, 
metaphorical, (~ cause, that is itself 
caused; ~ childhood, cousin; ~ Daniel, 
Solomon, etc., person comparable to 
these; ~ fiddle, violin, etc., lower of two 
employed in score, esp. fig. in play ~ 
fiddle, bo of only secondary importance, 
often to other person; at ~ hand, by 
hearsay, not actual observation etc.; ~ 
intention, sight1). 4.—best, of~ quality 
(come off ~-best, get the worst of it); ~- 
-class, of ~ or of inferior position or 
quality (\\~-class passenger, ticket, using, 
entitling to use of, —class railway- 
-carriage etc.); \\~-hand, (of clothes, 
books, furniture, etc.) bought after use 
by a previous owner, (of information etc.) 
taken on another’s authority & not got 
by original observation or research; ~ 
lieutenant, army officer; \\~-pair back, 
front, room on ~ floor in back, front, of 
house (see pair1); ~ person (gram.); ~- 
-rate, not of superior quality, (of ship, also 
as n.) rated in ~ class. 5. n. ~ person etc. 
in race etc. (a good ~, close up); II ~ class 
in examination for honours, person who 
takes this. 6. Another person or thing 
besides the previously mentioned or 
principal, whether regarded as next, 
inferior, or equal. 7. (mus.). Interval of 
which the span involves only two alpha¬ 
betical names of notes, harmonic com¬ 
bination of the two notes thus separated. 
8. pi. Goods of ~ quality, esp. coarse 
flour or bread made from it. 9. Supporter 
chosen by principal in duel or pugilism 
to see fair play etc. 10. Sixtieth part of a 
minute of time or angular measurement 
(see etym.), (loosely) short time (wait a 
~). 11. ~ in command, officer next in 
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rank to commanding officer; ~ of ex¬ 

change 1; —hand, extra hand in some 
watches & clocks recording ~s; ~-mo,rk, 
mark (") used with —figures in state¬ 
ments of angular measurement or time 
(1° 6' 40" ; 1 h. 35’ 15" ), or denoting linear 
inches. 12. v.t. Supplement, support, 
back up, (~ words with deeds; will you ~ 
me if I ask him?). 13. (Of member of 
debating body) give the necessary formal 
support to (motion etc. or its proposer) 
by rising with or without speech to show 
that mover is not isolated, whence ~er1 

n. 14. (pr. slkbnd'). || (Mil.) put (officer) 
into temporary retirement w'ith a view to 
staff or other extra-regimental appoint¬ 
ment; || transfer (official) temporarily to 
another department, [(adj.) ME f. OF 
second f. L secundus (sequi follow); (time 
etc.) ME f. OF seconds f. med. L secunia 
minuta secondary minute, i.e. minute of 
a minute; (vb) f. F seconder f. L secun- 
dare] 

sec'ondarly, a. & n. 1. Next below, 
coming in place or time after, depending 
on or derived from, of less importance or 
originality than, what is primary, of the 
second rank etc., supplementary, of in¬ 
ferior rank or importance to, (~y colour1 ; 
~2/ education, school, for those who have 
received elementary or primary instruc¬ 
tion but not yet proceeded to university 
or occupation, esp. boys & gir]3 from 
11 to 15 years old; grammar school 
(giving an academic education); ~y 
modern school (giving a general and prac¬ 
tical education); technical school (for 
those whoso abilities are of a more 
practical character); ~y planet, planet’s 
satellite); (geol.) = Mesozoic; hence~ily2 
adv. 2. n. Deputy or delegate; || minor 
cathedral dignitary; ~y planet; feather 
growing on second joint of wing; insect’s 
hind wing; ~y strata. [ME, f. L secun- 
darius prec., -ary1)] 

seconde' (-awnd), n. Fencing-position. 
[F (SECOND)] 

sec'ondly, adv. In the second place (in 
enumerations). [-LY2] 

seedn'do, n. Second performer or lower 
part in duet (cf. primo ’). [It. (as second)] 

sec'recy, n. Keeping of, ability to keep or 
habit of keeping, secrets (he promised ~; 
can rely on his ~; the gift of ~ ; done with 
great ~); tendency to concealment, se¬ 
cretiveness ; unrevealed state, being kept 
secret, (there can be no ~ about it; in ~, in 
secret), [alt. f. 15/16t.h c. secretee, -tie 
app. f. obs. secre or secret adjj. +-TY or -Y] 

sec'ret, a. & n. 1. (To be) kept private, 
not (to be) made known or exposed to 
view, privy, (~ treaty, understanding, 
errand, door, passage, sin, process, influ¬ 
ence ; the ~ parts, parts of body of which 
exposure is avoided, esp. the genitals; 
II —service money, applied by Govern¬ 
ment to securing information etc. without 
obligation to state details of expendi¬ 

ture), whence ~ly2 adv.; given to or 
having faculty of secrecy (~ or ~-service 
agent, superior kind of spy), secretive, 
close, reticent, not leaky; (of place etc.) 
secluded, retired. 2. n. Thing (to be) kept 
~ (keep a or the ~, abstain from revealing 
it); thing known only to a limited num¬ 
ber (in the ~, among the number of those 
allowed to know it; open ~, thing ~ only 
to those who do not trouble to learn it); 
mystery, thing of which explanation is 
sought in vain, (the ~s of nature); true but 
not generally recognized method for at¬ 
tainment of (the ~ of health, success, happi¬ 
ness, salvation, is temperance, to try again, 
etc.); secrecy (only in in ~, ~ly); (R.-C. 
Ch.) celebrant’s private prayer in Mass; 
(pi.) ~ parts of body. [ME, f. OF f. L 
secretus f. SE(cernere cret- sift) put apart] 

secretaire', n. Escritoire. [F, as foil. ] 
secretar'iat(e), n. Office of secretary; 
members of a government administrative 
office collectively; administrative office 
collectively; administrative office build¬ 
ing. [F, as foil., -ATE1] 

sec'retary, n. 1. Person employed by 
another to assist him in correspondence, 
literary work, getting information, & 
other confidential matters (often private 
~ ; unpaid ~, esp. of person acting as ~ to 
prominent politician for sake of experi¬ 
ence). 2. Official appointed by society or 
company or corporation to conduct its 
correspondence, keep its records, & deal 
in the first instance with its business 
(II honorary ~, abbr. hon. sec., unpaid ~ 
usu. of society not conducted for profit). 
3. Minister in charge of a Government 
Office (II (Ac S—■ of Slate for Air, the 
Colonies, Commonwealth Rela tions, Foreign 
Affairs, Home Affairs, Scotland, War, or 
the Colonial, Foreign, Home, etc., S~; 
under-~, || one of two attached to each 
S~ of State, one as permanent manager 
of the connected office, the other usu. as 
representative in other House of the S~ 
of State; || permanent ~, under-~ as 
above; ~ of legation or embassy, ambassa¬ 
dor’s chief subordinate & deputy); S~ 
of State, (in U.S. & Vatican) chief ~ & 
foreign minister. 4. Secretaire, escritoire. 
5. (print.). Script type imitating en¬ 
grossing-hand. 6. ~-bird, African bird 
preying on snakes, with crest likened to 
pen stuck over writer’s ear. Hence 
secretar'iAL a., ~ship(1) n. [ME, f. LL 
secretarius (secret, -ary1)] 

secret|e', v.t. Put (object, person, one¬ 
self) into place of concealment; (physiol.; 
of gland or organ or the person etc. of 
which it is part) produce by secretion, 
whence ~'0R n., ~'ory a. [f. L secret- 
las secret); partly f. foil.] 
secre'tion, n. Act of concealing (the ~ of 

stolen goods); (physiol.) process by which 
special substances are separated from 
blood or sap for service in the organ¬ 
ism or for rejection as excretions, any 
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substance produced by such process, as 
saliva, urine, resin. [F (secre-), or f. L 
secrctio (secret, -ion)] 

sec'retive (or slkre-), a. Given to making 
secrets, intentionally uncommunicative, 
needlessly reserved. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n., (or sikre-). [f. secret 4--ive ] 

sect, n. Body of persons agreed upon re¬ 
ligious doctrines usu. different from those 
of an established or orthodox Church 
from which they have separated & usu. 
having distinctive common worship, non¬ 
conformist or other Church as described 
by opponents, party or faction in a re¬ 
ligious body, religious_denomination, so 
~ar'lan a. & n., ~ar'ianiSM(2, 3) n., 
~ar'ianiZE(3) v.t.; followers of a, parti¬ 
cular philosopher or philosophy or school 
of thought. [ME, f. OF secle, or f. L secta 
f. stem of sequi secut- follow] 

sec'tary, n. (arch.). Member of a sect, 
esp. of the Independents, Presbyterians, 
etc., at time of the Civil War. [f. F 
sectaire or med. L sectarius (prec., -ary1)] 

sec'tile, a. Able to be cut (esp. of soft 
minerals such as talc). [F, f. L seclilis 
(secure sect- cut, -It)] 

sec'tion, n., & v.t. 1. Separation by 
cutting. 2. Part cut off from something, 
one of the parts into which something is 
divided arbitrarily or may naturally be 
considered as divided (e.g. length of cane- 
-stem between two rings), one part of a 
structure such as boat or wooden house 
that is made in parts for transportation, 
one of the minor subdivisions of a book 
usu. indicated by the —mark (§; § 20), 
(mil.) subdivision of the platoon, part of 
community having separate interests or 
characteristics (whence ~aliSM n., ~alizE 
v.t.), (microscopic ~, thin slice cut from 
something for examination with nucro- 
scope; subject falls into five ~s: last ~ of 
the journey, conveyed to Tanganyika in 
~s; —s have been preferred to chapters; ~- 
-commanders will be responsible; popular 
with all ~s <€• classes). 3. Cutting of solid 
by plane (conic ~s, study of curves of 
intersection produced by allowing plane 
to cut cone at various angles), representa¬ 
tion of internal structure of something 
supposed to be cut thus (vertical, hori¬ 
zontal, longitudinal, oblique, etc., ~, 
according to position chosen for plane). 
4. (nat. hist.). Group, esp. sub-genus. 
5. The ~ mark (see above) used as mark 
of marginal reference or with or without 
number to indicate beginning of ~; hence 
~al (-shon-) a., ~alLY2 adv. 6. v.t. 
Arrange in, divide into, ~s. [F, or f. L 
sectio (prec., -ion)] 

sec'tor, n. 1. Plane figure enclosed be¬ 
tween two radii of circle, ellipse, etc., & 
the arc cut off by them (~ of sphere etc., 
solid generated by revolution of plane ~ 
round one radius). 2. (mil.). Any of the 
parts into which the space occupied by 
opposing armies is distributed according 

as each lies within the tactical purview of 
a headquarters at the focus or centre in 
rear (also transf., as the private ~ of 
industry). 3. Mathematical rule of two 
fiat pieces working on rule-joint with lines 
representing sines, tangents, etc., radiat¬ 
ing from centre of joint for use in making 
diagrams etc. Hence ~al a. [LL, 
= sector f. L = cutter (prec., -or)] 

sector'ial, a. & n. (Carnivore’s tooth) 
acting with tooth in opposite jaw like 
scissors (of specialized molar or premolar), 
[prec., -IAX] 

sSc'ular, a. & n. 1. Occurring once in or 
lasting for an age or a century (~ games, 
ancient-Roman festival held at long in¬ 
tervals ; ~ hymn, composed for this; the 
~ bird, phoenix). 2. Lasting or going on 
for ages or an indefinitely long time (opp. 
periodical, cyclic; ~ change, going on 
slowly but persistently; ~ cooling or re¬ 
frigeration, that of the earth from fluid 
state; ~ acceleration, slow increase in 
motion of heavenly body; ~ fame, en¬ 
during; the ~ rivalry between France & 
England, Church & Stale, etc.). 3. Con¬ 
cerned with the affairs of this world, 
worldly, not sacred, not monastic, not 
ecclesiastical, temporal, profane, lay, (~ 
affairs, education, music; the ~ clergy, 
parish priests etc., opp. regular; the ~ 
arm, hist., civil jurisdiction to which 
criminal was transferred by ecclesiastical 
courts for severer punishment); sceptical 
of religious truth or opposed to religious 
education etc.,whence~isn(3)n.,~lST(2)n. 
& a., ~ize(3) v.t., ~iz.v'TioN n.; hence 
secula'riTY n., ~ly2 adv. 4. n. ~ priest. 
[ME ; (in senses lay, worldly, f. OF sender) 
f. L saccular is (saeculum generation, age)] 

secund', a. (hot., zool.). Arranged on one 
side only (as flowers in lily-of-the-valley). 
Hence ~ly 2 adv. [f. L as second ] 

secitn'do. SeePRiMO2. 
secun'duni, L prep. = according to: 
art'cm, artificially, also skilfully or scienti¬ 
fically; ~ natuf'am, naturally, not arti¬ 
ficially ; ~ quid, in some respect only, not 
absolutely or generally, with limitations, 

secun'dus. SeerRBius1. 
secure', a., & v.t. 1. Untroubled by 
danger or apprehension (a quiet ~ exist¬ 
ence ; dwell ~); (arch.) confident or unsus¬ 
pecting (a ~ fool, dupe etc.; the ~ hope of 
salvation); safe against attack, impreg¬ 
nable ; reliable, certain not to fail or give 
way, (a ~ foundation, fastening, foothold, 
grasp); (usu. pred.) in safe keeping, firmly 
fastened, (have got him ~; are you sure 
it is ~?); having sure prospect of, safe 
against or from, (~ of victory; ~ against 
assault; ~ from interruption); hence ~LYa 
(-rli) adv. 2. v.t. Fortify (town, harbour, 
etc., usu. with wall etc.); confine, en¬ 
close, fasten, or close, ~ly (~ prisoner, 
valuables, buckle, rci.ndoiv; ~ vein etc. in 
surgery, compress to prevent bleeding ;v 
~ arms, mil., hold rifles with lock in 
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armpit to guard from rain); guarantee, 
make safe against loss, (loaned on landed 
■property etc.; how can I ~ myself against 
the consequences?; to ~ the labourer the 
or in the fruits of his labour); succeed in 
getting, obtain, (esp. something coveted 
or competed for, as have ~(Z front places, 
a first-class cook, the prize, my ends); 
hence secur'ABLE a. [vb f. a., f. L 
se(cmm/s f. cura care) ] 

secur'iform, a. (esp. nat. hist.). Axe- 
-shaped. [L securis axe (secare cut), -I-, 
-form ] 

secur'Ity, n. In adj. senses; also or esp.: 
over-confidence; thing that guards or 
guarantees (pride should at least be a ~ 
against meanness; in ~ for, as guarantee 
for); organization for preventing leakage 
of information to enemy (~-minded; ~ 
police etc.; ~ risk, person of doubtful 
loyalty whom it is considered risky to 
employ on state service); Council, 
a body of the United Nations set up to 
maintain peace and ~, consisting of five 
permanent members (China, France, 
U.K., U.S.A., U.S.S.R.) and six non- 
-permanent members elected for a two- 
-year term; thing deposited or hypo¬ 
thecated as pledge for fulfilment of under¬ 
taking or payment of loan to be forfeited 
in case of failure, document as evidence of 
loan, certificate of stock, bond, exchequer 
bill, etc. [ME, f. L securilas (secure, -ty)] 

sedan', n. (Also ~-chair) 17tli & 18th c. 
vehicle seated for one & carried by two 
chairmen with poles; enclosed motor-car 
for four or more persons including driver. 
[17th c., of obsc. orig.] 

sedate', a. (Of person or his manner, look, 
speech, or writing) tranquil, equable, 
composed, settled, not impulsive or 
lively. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [L 

sedare settle (sedere sit), -ate2] 

sed'ative, a. & n. (Drug, influence, etc.) 
tending to soothe. [ME, f. OF sedatif or 
med. L sedativus (as prec., -ive)] 

se defendin'do, adv. In self-defence (as 
plea in cases of homicide). [L] 

sed'entarly, a. & n. 1. Sitting (~y posture, 
statue); (of person) inclined by nature or 
driven by occupation to, (of occupation) 
involving, (of life etc.) characterized by, 
much sitting, whence ~ily2 adv., ~Iness 

n.; (zool. etc.) not migratory, free- 
-swimming, etc., (of spider) lying in wait 
till prey is in web. 2. n. ~y person; ~y 
spider, [f. F sidentaire or f. L sedentarius 
(sedere sit, -ent, -ary1)] 

sed'er (sa-), n. Ritual for the first night of 
the Passover. [Aram. ] 

seder'unt, n. Sitting of ecclesiastical 
assembly or other body, or of a company 
over the wine or in talk (had a long ~). 
[L, = (the following persons) sat] 

sedge, n. Kinds of grasslike plant with 
jointless stems growing in marshes or by 
waterside, bed of such plants; ~-warbler, 
-wren, kind of warbler frequenting 

see 

Hence sedg'Y2 a. [OE secg (cf. LG segge) 
f. Gmc *sagjazi. *sag-, cf. saw1] 

sedil'ia, n. pi. (sing, sedil'e, rare). Set of 
usu. three stone seats for priests in S. wall 
of chancel often canopied & otherwise 
decorated, [f. L sedile seat (sedere sit) ] 

sed'iment, n. Matter that settles to 
bottom of liquid, lees, dregs. Hence 
~ ary 1 (-(in-) a. [F (se-), or f. L sedimentum 
(prec., -ment)] 

sedi't|ion, n. Agitation directed against 
the authority of a State’s executive, 
conduct or speech tending to rebellion 
or breach of public order. So ~ious 
(-shits) a., ~iousLY2 adv., ~iousNBSS n. 
[ME, f. OF, or f. L sedilio (sed- = SE-, ire 
it- go, -ION)] 

sedueje', v.t. Lead astray, tempt into sin 
or crime, corrupt; persuade into surren¬ 
der of chastity, debauch. Hence ~'ible 

a.., ~'ingLY2 adv., ~e'MENT (-sm-; rare), 
~'eki, nn. [f. L STi(ducere duct- lead)] 

seduc't|ion, n. Seducing or being se¬ 
duced ; thing that tends to seduce, tempt¬ 
ing or attractive quality of (often with 
merely playful or no imputation of 
blame), (the ~ions of a great capital, 
beauty, the country, etc.), so ~ive a., 
~iveiY2 adv., ~iveNESS n. [F (se-), or f. L 
seductio (prec,., -ion)] 

sed'ulous, a. Diligent, persevering, as¬ 
siduous, (of action etc.) deliberately & 
consciously continued, painstaking, (with 
~ care; ~ flattery, attentions; play the ~ 

ape, acquire literary style by imitation). 
Hence or cogn. ~ly2 adv., sedul'iTY, 

*—'NESS, nn. [L sedulus, -OUS] 

see1, v.i. & t. (saw, seen). 1. Have or 
exercise the power of discerning objects 
with the eyes (~s best at night; cannot ~ 
till the ninth day; ~ into millstone, through 
brick wall, fig. of preternatural acuteness 
of intelligence; —■ing is believing, one’s 
own observation is the best evidence; ~ 
double1 adv.; ~ red, ~ things as blood- 
-coloured, be filled with fury; ~ing ye shall 
~ db shall not perceive; ~ through, fig., not 
be deceived by, penetrate, detect nature 
of). 2. Descry, discern by sight, observe, 
look at or over, (come where we cannot be 
~n; children should be ~n & not heard; 
please ~ whether it is there, where it is; ~ 
the light, be born or alive, also of con¬ 
version etc.; things ~?i, not imaginary 
etc.; ~ visions, be a seer etc.; ~ things, 
have hallucinations etc.; ~ stars, have 
dancing lights before eyes from blow on 
head; was to fall or falling; saw him 
fall or falling;~ the back, be quit of visitor, 
invader, etc.; cannot ~ my way; ~ one’s 
way to do or to doing, manage, contrive; 
~ the sights, town, etc., as sight 1-seer; ~ 
over house etc., go round examining; 
worth ~ing, notable; ~ p. 15 etc., look 
at, vide; ~ thing done, supervise doing of 
it). 3. Learn from newspaper etc. (I ~ 
that another speed record was broken yester¬ 
day). 4. Discern mentally, attain to 
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comprehension of, apprehend, excogitate, 
ascertain by search or inquiry or re dec- 
tion, consider, (cannot ~ a or the joke, 
point-, do you ~ what I mean?, also 
ellipt. in same sense colloq.; you ~, 
parenth., as you no doubt understand, 
also = I must explain; I ~, now that you 
have explained I understand; as far as 
I can~, to the best of my understanding 
or belief; must ~ what can be done; do not 
~ the good, fun, advantage, etc., of doing-, 
do not ~ how to do it; you ~ what it is to 
have faith); (part, as prep, or conj.) 
considering or inasmuch as (~ing that 
you do not know it yourself; ~ing no other 
course is open to vs). 5. Experience, go 
through more or less observantly, have 
presented to one’s attention, contemplate 
& abstain from interference with, (shall 
never ~ death; have ~n five reigns; will 
never ~ 50 etc. again, is over that age; ~ 
life, gain experience of men & manners 
esp. by dissipation etc.; so perh. well 

arch., accomplished in, as intr. p.p.; 
have ~n the day when, in drawing atten¬ 
tion to past state of affairs; never saw 
such doings; has ~n service, is expert or 
worn; has ~n better, or its etc. best, days, 
has declined; you will not ~ me shot like 
a. dog?; ~ person or thing blowed or 
damned first, before one will do what he 
asks or trouble about it; ~ thing through 
or out, not abandon undertaking before 
it is completed). 6. Grant interview or be 
at home to, pay visit to, secure interview 
with, (■refused to ~ me; can I ~ you on 
business?; when will you come & ~ us?; 
must ~ the lawyer, doctor, etc.; can ~ you 
for five minutes). 7. Call up picture of, 
imagine, (cannot ~ myself submitting to it). 
8. Recognize as tolerable, consent willing¬ 
ly to, (do not ~ being made use of). 9. 
Escort, conduct, stand by & countenance, 
(may I ~ you home?; mind you ~ him off 
the premises; saw him off by the Maure¬ 
tania ; will you ~ me through, or through 
the difficulty?). 10. Take view of, have 
opinion, (I ~ life, things, it, differently 
nmv; ~ good, consider it right or expedi¬ 
ent to do; ~ eye1 to eye). 11. Make 
provision, take care, give attention, 
make sure, (~ that it is done; ~ you don’t 
catch your foot; ~ to one’s business; will 
~ about it, & see below; ~ after, take 
care of; ~ to it that, take care that). 
12. Make examination, hold inquiry, 
(must ~ into it). 13. Reflect, take time to 
consider, (esp. let me ~, appeal for time 
to think before making answer or giving 
particulars, or confession that coming 
statement may need reconsideration; 
will ~ about it, form for declining to act 
at once, & see above). 14. (In gambling 
etc.) accept or take on (challenge to bet 
or competition, person offering it). 15. ~- 
-bright, the plant clary (w. ref. to use as 
eye-salve founded on pop. etym. of clary 
as = dear-eye). Hence sc'er1 n. [OE 

seek 
seon, OS, OHG sehan, ON sjd (f. sea), 
Goth, saihwan f. Gmc *sehw- ] 

see2, n. What is committed to (arch)- 
bishop, (archi-)episcopal unit, (usu. the ~ 
of Norwich, Canterbury, Home, etc.; Holy 
See, See of Rome., the Papacy or Papal 
court; cf. bishopric, diocese ; several new 
~s were created). [ME, f. AF sc(d) = OF 
sie(d) f. Rom. *sedes f. L sedes (sedere sit)] 

seed, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Flowering plant’s 
unit of reproduction or germ capable of 
developing into another such plant, (col¬ 
lect.) ~s in any quantity esp. as collected 
for sowing, (its ~s are, ~ is, black; is full 
of ~ ; drops ils ~s or ~ everywhere; to be 
kept for or Hi ~; go, run, to ~, cease 
flowering as ~ comes, fig. grow shabby 
etc,.). 2. Male fecundating fluid, semen, 
milt. 3. (bibl.). Offspring, progeny, (raise 
up ~, beget children; the ~ of Abraham, 
Hebrews). 4. Germ, prime cause, begin¬ 
ning, of (~s of strife, vice; sow the of, 
initiate). 5. (colloq.). ~ed competitor. 
6. ~-calce, containing whole ~s esp. cara¬ 
way as flavouring; ~ -coral, in small ■—like 
pieces; ~-corn, reserved for ~; ~-drill, 
drill2 ; ~-eater, kind of bird ;~-fish, ready 
to spawn; ~-leaf, primary leaf or de¬ 
veloped cotyledon; ~-lobe, cotyledon; 
<—oysters, young ones for planting; 

pearl, small; ~-plot, piece of nursery- 
-ground, (fig.) hotbed of sedition etc.; 
~s'man, dealer in ~s; ~-time, sowing 
season; ~-vessel, pericarp; ~-ivool, raw 
cotton before ~s have been removed from 
fibre; hence ~'less a. 7. vb. Go to ~, 
produce or let fall ~; sprinkle (as) with 
8. Remove ~s from (fruit etc.). 9. Separ¬ 
ate ~ from straw of (flax); (sport) sort 
stronger from weaker (competitors) to 
secure good later matches in tournament. 
10. ~ing-machine, mechanical ~-sower; 

■—ing-plough, with hopper depositing ~ in 
furrow as made. [OE sied, OS sad, OHG 
sat, ON sdth, Goth, -seths f. Gmc *sSdh- 
f. *sse- sow] 

seed'er, n. Seed-drill; apparatus for seed¬ 
ing raisins etc.; II spawning fish, [-er1] 

seed'ling, n. Plant raised from seed & not 
from cutting etc.; young tender plant. 
[-LINO1] 

seed'ly, a. Full of seed, going to seed; (of 
brandy) having flavour attributed to 
weeds among the vines; (colloq.) shabby- 
-looking, in worn clothes, || out of sorts, 
feeling ill, whence ~ii,Y2 adv.; ~y-toe, 
disease of horse’s foot. Hence ~!ness 
n. [-Y2] 

seek, v.t. & i. (sought pr. sawt). 1. Blake 
search or inquiry for, try or be anxious to 
find or get, ask (thing of person), aim at, 
pursue as object, endeavour to do, make 
for or resort to (place, person, for advice, 
health, etc.), (what are you ~ing?; ~s 
a situation as cook, wealth, scope for his 
energies, etc.; sought of him a sign; ~s 
my aid; ~.s my life or to kill me; came 
~ing advice; sought his bed, a fortune- 
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-teller, the shore; ~ dead ?, order to retriever 
to find killed game; ~ out, single out for 
pursuit etc., esp. make special efforts to 
secure society of). 2. Search (place, recep¬ 
tacle) through. 3. Make search or inquiry 
after or for (sought-after, much in demand, 
generally desired or courted). 4. (arch.), 
llesort in numbers to (person, place). 
5. Is etc. to ~ or much to ~, is deficient, 
wanting, or not yet found (politeness is 
much to ~ among them; is to ~ in intelli¬ 
gence, grammar-, an efficient leader is yd 
to ~). Hence (-)~'ERl n. [OE secan, OS 
sokian, OlIG suohhan, ON scekja, Goth. 
sokjan f. Gnic *sok-; cf. beseech] 

seel, v.t. (arch.). Close (eye), close eyes 
of (hawk), by sewing up lids; (fig.) hood¬ 
wink. [later form of obs. site f. OF siller 
f. cil eyelash f. L as cuIa] 

seem, v.i. 1. Have the air or appearance 
or sensation of being, appear or be ap¬ 
parently perceived or ascertained to do or 
have done, {be what you ~ to be or ~; the 
man who ~ed the ringleader-, ~s to be 
tired, a hopeless absurdity, ~s to be a 
good felloiv, saint, etc.; 7 ~ to be or ~ deaf 
today, ~ to see him still; do not ~ to, 
colloq., somehow do not, as I do not ~ to 
like him, fancy it; ~ good to, be adopted as 
best course by; what ~elh him good, arch., 
what ho chooses; ~s to have died at 35). 
2. Appear to be true or the fact (with 
anticipatory it & following thai-clause, or 
parenth. with it only, often with implica¬ 
tion of anger or remonstrance; it ~s 
to me that it will rain, such talk is absurd, 
we had better make up our minds to it; so 
ice are to get nothing, it ~s; it ~s you were 
lying; also it should or would ~ in same 
senses; me~s, —elh, -~ed, arch., it ~s, 
~ed, to me). 3. (part.). Ostensible, 
apparent only, apparent but perhaps not 
real, apparent & perhaps real, (the ~ing 
& the real; a ~ing friend; with ~ing 
sincerity; ~ing-virtuous etc., usu. with 
suggestion of falsity), whence ~'ingi.Y2 
adv. [ME seme f. ON scema f. scemr 
seemly; cogn. w. same] 

seem'lly, a. & adv. 1. Decent, decorous, 
becoming; hence ~1ness n. 2. adv. (rare). 
Decorously. [ME, f. ON scemiligr (prec., 
-LY2)] 

seen, See see1. 
seep, y.i. Ooze out, percolato slowly; also 

fig. Hence ~'age(3) n. [with sipe, of dial, 
orig.; cf. OE sipian to soak] 

seer l, n. Prophet, person who sees visions, 
person of preternatural insight esp. as 
regards the future. [ME; f. see 1 + 
-ER1] 

seer2, n. Indian (varying) measure of 
weight (in most parts = 2 lb.); Indian 
liquid measure (about one litre). [Hind. 
scr] 

seer-fish, seir- (ser-), n. Common Indian 
scombroid fish, [corruption of Port, serra 
saw ] 

seer'sucker, n. Crimped striped material 

Seidlitz powder 

of linen or cotton, [f. Pers. shir o shakkar 
lit. milk & sugar] 

see'saw, a., adv., n., & v.i. 1. With back¬ 
ward & forward motion as of a saw (~ 
motion; go~, vacillate or alternate). 2. n. 
Game in which two persons sit one at 
each end of long hoard balanced on 
central support & move each other up & 
down alternately, board thus balanced. 
3. v.i. Play at ~; move up & down as in 
~; vacillate in policy etc. [redupl. of 
SAW1 ] 

seeth|e (-dh), v.t. & i. (~ed; arch, past 
sod; arch. p.p. sodden). Cook (t. & i.) 
by boiling (arch.: prov. thou shalt not ~e 
a kid in his mother’s milk); (fig.) boil, 
bubble over, be agitated, (the ~ing 
waters; India was ~ing with discontent; 
madness, enthusiasm, ~ivg in his brain). 
[OE seolhan, OHO siodan, ON sjolha f. 
Gmc *seuth-\ 

segar. (Incorrect for) cigar. 

seg'ment, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Part cut off or 
separable or marked off as though sepa¬ 
rable from the other parts of something 
(e.g. one ring of a worm, one division of 
a limb or the skull, one wedge of orange- 
-pulp); (geom.) part cut off by line or 
plane from any figure (~ of circle, part 
enclosed between arc & chord; ~ of 
sphere, part cut off by any plane not 
passing through centre), ~ of line, part 
included between two points; ~-gear, 
-rack, -wheel, with cogs occupying arc of 
circle only; with teeth extending 
over~ of circle, also circular saw made up 
of ~al saw-plates, also saw for cutting 
into ~al shapes; —valve, closed by slide 
turning radially across seat; hence ~A1 
(-Cn-), ~ary1, aa., ■—alLY2 (-6nL) adv. 
2. vb. Divide (i. & t.) into ~s, (of embryo) 
undergo cleavage or divide into parts; 
(physiol.) reproduce by gemmation; 
hence ~a'tion n., (esp.) formation of 
many cells from a single cell. [f. L 
segmentum (secure cut, -ment)] 

seg'regjate1, v.t. & i. Put apart from the 
rest, isolate; (iutr.; crystallog.) separate 
from a mass & collect about centres or 
lines of fracture. Hence or cogn. ~a'tion 

n., ~ative a. [f. L sMffregare f. grex 
gregis flock), -ate3] 

segregate2, a. Set apart, separate, 
(arch.); (zool.) simple or solitary, not 
compound; (hot.) ~ polygamy, inflores¬ 
cence in which each floret within common 
calyx has its own perianth also, [prec., 
-ATE2] 

seiche (sash), n. Oscillation of lake waters 
due to changes in barometric pressure. 
[Swiss F, perh. = G seiche sinking (of 
water) ] 

Se'id (sa-, or sed), n. Descendant of Mo¬ 
hammed through Fatima & Ali. [f. 
Arab, sayyid prince, see sayyid, sidi] 

Seid'litz powd'er (sCd-), n. Aperient 
medicine of two powders mixed separate¬ 
ly with water & then poured together. 
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[named as substitute for mineral water 
of Seidlilz in Bohemia] 

seigneur (sanydr'), seignior (san'yor), n. 

Feudal lord, lord of manor, whence 
seignior'lAl (sanydrt) a.; grand seigneur 
(see Ap.), person of high rank or whose 
demeanour etc. correspond to popular 
ideal of great nobleman; the Grand 
Seignior, = grand Signior. [ME, f. L 
seniorem senior] 

scign(i)orage (san'yorij), n. (hist.). Some¬ 
thing claimed by sovereign or feudal 
superior as prerogative, esp. Crown’s right 
to percentage on bullion brought to mint 
for coining. [ME, f. OF (-norage), see 
prec., -age] 

seigniory (san'yorl), n. Lordship, sover¬ 
eign authority; seignior’s domain; muni¬ 
cipal council of medieval Italian republic. 
[ME, f. OF seignorie (seigneur, -y1)] 

seine (san, sen), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Fishing- 
-net for encircling, with floats at top & 
weights at bottom edge, & usu. hauled 
ashore; <■—gang, set of men working ~; 
~-needle, for netting~s-roller, cylinder 
over which ~ is hauled. 2. vb. Fish, 
catch, with ~, whence sein'ER1 n. [OE 
segne, OS, OHG segina f. L f. Gk sagene] 

seise, seisin. See seiz-. 
seis'mic, seis'mal (rare), (siz-), aa. Of 
eartliquake(s). [Gk seismos earthquake 
(seio shake), -ic] 

seis'm|o- (siz-), comb, form of Gk seismos 
(prec.); ~ogram, record given by ~ograph 
(2) or ~<5m'eter or ~oscope, instruments 
showing force, place, etc., of earthquake; 
so ~6g'raphy, ~6g’rapher, ~ograph'ic(al), 
—'dm'etry,~omH’ric(aT),~osc6p'lc-,~6l'ogy, 
~6l'ogist, ~old'gical(ly). 

seize (sez), v.t. & i. 1. (law). (Also seise) 
put in possession of (chiefly in p.p. or 
seised of, having in legal possession, &, 
fig., aware or informed of; often stand 
~d of). 2. Take possession of (contraband 
goods, documents, etc.) by warrant or 
legal right, confiscate, impound, attach, 
whence seiz'oR n. (legal), seiz'ABLE a., 
(sez-). 3. Lay hold of forcibly or suddenly, 
snatch, grasp with hand or mind, com¬ 
prehend quickly or clearly, (~ fortress, 
sceptre, person by the neck etc., person’s 
hand, opportunity or occasion, an idea, a 
distinction, the point, the essence of the 
matter; was by apoplexy, with remorse 
or panic). 4. Lay hold eagerly upon (~ 
upon a chance or pretext). 5. (naut.). Lash, 
fasten with several turns of cord, (~ one 
up, lash him to rigging for flogging; ~ 
ropes together), whence seiz'lNGil) (sez-) 
n. (usu. pi.). 6. (Of machinery) become 
stuck, jam, from undue heat or friction. 
[ME, f. OF saisir give seizin f. Frankish L 
sacire f. *sakjan quarrel, claim at law, cf. 
OS sakan (saka lawsuit) sake] 

seiz'In, seis'in, (sez-), n. (legal). Posses¬ 
sion of land by freehold; act of taking 
such possession; what is so held. [ME, f. 
OF saisine (prec.)] 

seizure (sezh'er), n. In vbl senses; esp., 
sudden attack of apoplexy etc., stroke. 
[ME, f. SEIZE +-URE] 

sej'ant, a. (her.). (Of animal) sitting up¬ 
right on haunches, [prop, seiant f. OF 
var. of sea.nt f. seoir f. L sedere sit, -ant] 

sek'os, n. (archaeol.). Sacred enclosure 
esp. of ancient temple, adytum. [Gk] 

selachian (-k-), n. & a. 1. Any fish of 
shark or dogfish kind. 2. adj. Of or like 
such fishes. [Gk selakhos shark, -IAN] 

sela'dang (-ahd-), n. Large wild ox of 
Malay countries; Malayan tapir, [native 
name] 

sel'ah, Hebrew word of unknown meaning 
retained in Bible version of Psalms & 
supposed to be a musical direction. 

sSla'tnlih (-ah-), n. Men’s part of Mo¬ 
hammedan house. [Turk. ] 

sel'dom, adv. (rarely ~er, ~csf). Barely, 
not often, (~ or never-, very ~; not ~). 
[OE seldan (OHG seltan, ON sjaldan), 
alt. to -um after adv. dat. ending as in 
WHILOM] 

select', a., & v.t. 1. Chosen for excellence, 
choice, picked, got by rejection or ex¬ 
clusion of what is inferior; (of society 
etc.) exclusive, cautious in admitting 
members; hence ~nkss n.; || ~ committee, 
small parliamentary committee ap¬ 
pointed to conduct some special investi¬ 
gation; *~man, one of the annually 
elected councillors in a New England 
town(ship). 2. v.t. Pick out as best or 
most suitable; lienee selec'tiVE a. (*~ive 
service, conscription), selec'tiveLY2 adv., 
selec'tou n. [f. L se(ligere led- = legere 
pick)] 

selec'tion, n. Selecting, choice; what is 
selected (a fine ~ of summer goods; what 
is your ~ for the Derby?; the new head¬ 
master is a good ~); (biol.) sorting out in 
various ways (natural, sexual, physical, 
artificial, methodical, unconscious, ~) of 
the types of animal or plant better fitted 
to survive or multiply regarded as a 
factor in evolution, [f. L selcctio (prec., 
-ION)] 

selectivity, n. (Of wireless receiving- 
-sets etc.) power to respond to any parti¬ 
cular wave-length without interference 
from others, [selective + -ity ] 

selenite, n. 1. (s61'In-). Sulphate of lime 
or gypsum occurring as transparent 
crystals or thin plates; (chem.) salt of 
selenium. 2. (<S~; sile-). Inhabitant of 
moon, nence selenitic a. [(1) f. L f. Gk 
selenites (lilhos) moon(-stone) f. Selene, 
-ite1 ; (2) f. Gk selenites] 

selenium, n. Non-metallic element of 
sulphur-tellurium group, characterized 
by the fact that its electrical resistance 
varies with the intensity of the illumina¬ 
tion falling on it. Hence selen'ic a., 
sel'enATEiS) n., selenious (chem.) a. 
[Gk Selene moon, -ium; named w. ref. to 
tellurium ] 

selen'l(o)-, comb, form of Gk selene moon; 



Seleucid 
—ocen'tric, as seen etc. from centre of 
moon; ~odont, (mammal) with crescent- 
- ridges on crowns of teeth; sHlend q'kaphy, 

study or mapping of the moon, so —o- 
graph(I), selendg'rapher, ~ograph’ic; 

sSleiwh'OQY, sZlendl’ogist; ~otr&p'ic, curv¬ 
ing towards the moon (of plant-organs 
influenced in growth thus), so silendt'rop- 
ism, silenot'ropY1. 

Seleu'cid, n. (pi. —s, —ae). One of the 
dynasty founded by Seleucus that gov¬ 
erned Syria c. 312-64 B.c. [-id3] 

self, n. (pi. -ves) & a. 1. Person’s or thing’s 
own individuality or essence, person or 
thing as object of introspection or re¬ 
flexive action, (the study of the —; the con¬ 
sciousness of —; one’s former, better, etc., 
~, oneself as one formerly was, one’s 
nobler impulses etc.; one’s second —, 
intimate friend, right-hand man; chiefly 
his, its, etc., own or very — as form of 
himself etc. when divided; Caesar’s, pity’s, 
etc., —, rhet. for Caesar himself, pity it¬ 
self); one’s own interests or pleasure, 
concentration on these, (cares for nothing 
but, refers everything to, —; ~ is a bad 
guide to happiness); flower of uniform, or 
of the natural wild, colour; (commerc., 
vulg., joc.) = myself, yourself, himself, etc. 
(cheque drawn to —; a ticket admitting — 
& friend); our noble selves (joc., as toast). 
2. adj. (Of colour) uniform, the same 
throughout, (of flower)-—coloured. 3. her¬ 
self, HIMSELF, ITSELF, MYSELF, ONE—, OUR¬ 

SELF, THEMSELVES, YOURSELF. [OE, OS 
self, OHG selb, ON sjalfr. Goth, silba; 
orig. appended, as adj. or in apposition, to 
pronoun & declined with it, he self, his 
selfes, dat. him selfum, acc. hine selfne; in 
ME also adj. = same, very] 

self-, pref. (prec.) expr. direct or indirect 
reflexive action, automatic or indepen¬ 
dent action, or sameness; freely used as 
living pref.; the more established wds are 
given alphabetically with references to 
the numbered classes following: 

1. Expressing direct reflexive action 
with part, of any vb that can have self 
for object, & hence with the p.p. in sense 
by oneself or itself, & with vbl nn. & adj j. 
& adw. in sense of -self; so from ‘I ac¬ 
cuse myself ’ come <—accusing, -accused, 
aa., -accuser, -accusation, nn., -accusatory 
a., -accusingly, -accusatorily, adw. 

2. By extension it is prefixed also to any 
word, whether participle or other vbl 
deriv. or not, to which self might be at¬ 
tached by a preposition; in a large class 
(2a) the sense is without external agency or 
assistance; so from ‘ acts by or of itself ’ 
come acting, — -action, —-activity; from 
4 evident of itself ’ comes ~ -evident; in 
other wds (2b) the relation expressed is 
various; so from 4 conceited about one 
self ’ ~-conceited & ~ -conceit, from 4 be 
absorbed, confide, in oneself ’ ~-absorbed, 
-absorption, -confidence, from 4 inflict on 
oneself ’ ~-inflicted, from 4 be conscious. 

self- 

despair, of oneself ’ —-consciousness, 
-despair, from 4 depend on oneself ’ — 
-dependence, from 4 righteous as seen by 
oneself ’ —righteous, from 4 seek things 
for oneself ’ —seeker, -seeking a. & n., 
from 4 suffice, use violence, to oneself ’ 
—-sufficing, -sufficient, —violence. 

3. To a few nn. & their derivv. in -ED2 
self- is prefixed with sense uniform, or 
natural & not artificially produced. 
'-'-aban'donmenl,'—abase’ment, — -abho'r- 

rence, ^-abnegation, 1; ^-absorbed', — 
-absorp’tion, 2b ;~-abuse' 1, solitary sexual 
indulgence; ^-accusation, ~-aecus’atory, 
etc.,1;—-ac’ting, ~-action,—activ'ity, 2a, 
automatic (action); —adjust'ing, —- 
-adjust'ment, 1, of machinery etc.; — 
-admira'tion 1; —-affirmation 1 (psych.), 
recognition and assertion of the existence 
of the conscious self; ~-aggran'dizement, 
•appointed, -appreciation, -approv'al, -ap¬ 
probation, 1; —-assert’ing, -assert'ive, 
-assertion, etc., 1; —assumed' 2b, of 
title etc. not conferred but taken esp. 
without right; ~-begott'en 1, by exag. for 
not begotten by another; — -betray'al 1; — 
-bin'der 2a, reaping-machine ■with auto¬ 
matic arrangement for binding sheaves; 
—-blind'ed 1; —-6om 1, as — -begotten; — 
-cen'tred(ness) 2b, preoccupied with one’s 
own personality or affairs; ~-clos'ing 1; 
~-cock'ing 1, of gun in which hammer is 
raised by trigger, not by hand; —col- 
lect'ed 2b, having or showing presence of 
mind or composure; —col'our(ed) 3, of 
flower or material in which colour is uni¬ 
form throughout, or flower whose colour 
has not been changed by cultivation etc.; 
— -command’ 1, power of controlling one’s 
emotions; — -commvn'ion 2b, meditation 
esp. upon one’s own character or conduct; 
~-compla'cent, -compla'cency, 2b, of person 
too easily pleased with himself; <—con¬ 
ceit’(ed) 2b; — -condemned’, -condemnation, 
1; r^-con'fidence, -con'fident(ly), 2b; — 
-congratulation, -con'guest, 1; —con’- 
sciovs(ness) 2b, esp. of person embar¬ 
rassed or made theatrical by inability to 
forget himself in society, also philos. 
etc. of man as having faculty of —-con¬ 
templation; ~-consis'tent, -consistency, 
2b; ~-con'stituted 1, esp. of person who 
assumes function without right to it; — 
-consum'ing 1; — -contained' 1, not com¬ 
municative, also compact or complete 
in itself; —contempt', -contemptuously), 
1; —-content’ n., -contented, 2b; — 
-contradiction, -contradictory, -control', 
-convict'ed, 1; ~-creat'ed, -creation, 1, as 
—-begotten; ~-crit'ical, -crit'icism, -cull 
ture, -deceiv'ing, -dcceiv'er, -deceit', 
-deception, 1; — -defence' 1 (in —defence, 
not by way of aggression; art of -— 
-defence, boxing); ■—delu'sion 1; -— 
-DENY'inff (—denying ordinance, resolu¬ 
tion of Long Parliament 1645 depriving 
members of Parliament of civil & mili¬ 
tary office; also often used allusively). 
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-dental, 1; — -dependent, -ence, 2b; —-de¬ 
preciation, -depre'ciative, 1;—despair' 2b; 
~-destroy'ing, -destruction, etc., 1; -— 
-determ'ining, -determina'tion, etc.., 1, esp. 
w. ref. to free will as opp. fatalism etc., &, 
in pol., of a nation’s right to determine its 
own polity; —development 1; —devotion 
1, devoting of oneself to person or cause; 

'—discipline, -disparagement, -display', 
-dispraise', -distrust'l ful), -ed'vcated, 
-education, -efface'ment, 1; —elec’tive 1, 
esp. = proceeding etc. by co-optation ;~- 
-esteem' 1; ~-ev'ident(ly) 2a, without need 
of demonstration; —-eacamination 1; ~- 
-ex'ecuting 1, not needing legislation etc. 
to enforce it; ~-exis'tent 2a; ^-explain¬ 
ing, -explanatory, 1; ~-faced 3, (of stone) 
unhewn, undressed; '--‘-feed'ing, -feed'er, 
1, (furnace, machine, etc.) that renews its 
own fuel or material automatically; <— 
-fert'ilizing, -fertilized, 1, -fertile, -fertil¬ 
ity, 2a, of plants fertilized by their own 
pollen, not from others; ~-flattering, 
-flattery, 1; ~-forgetfullness) 1, unselfish¬ 
ness); — -generating 1; glazed 3, (of 
porcelain) covered with glaze of one tint; 
—glorification 1; —go'verning (esp. the 
—-governing colonies opp. crown 1-colony), 
-go'vernment, 1; gratula'tion 1; —-heal 1, 
kinds of plant named as enabling patient 
to do without doctor; —-help' 1, working 
for oneself without waiting for external 
aid; ■—humiliation, -immola'tion, 1; -— 
•important, -importance, 2b, in one’s own 
eyes, & hence pompous etc.; imposed’ 
2b, of task etc.; --im’potent 2a, opp. ~- 
-fertile; ~-improve'ment 1; ~-indite'live, 
-induc'tion, 2a, (electr.) (capable of) pro¬ 
duction of extra current in circuit by 
variation of current in that circuit; ~- 
-indul'gent, -induVgence, etc., 1, yielding 
to temptations of ease or pleasure; —in¬ 
flicted 2b ; ~-interested) 2b, (actuated by 
or absorbed in) what one conceives to 
be for one’s own interests; —-invited 1, 
having had to ask for, having come with¬ 
out, an invitation; ~-involved’ 2b, wound 
up in oneself; --justification, -kind'led, 
-know'ledge, -laudation, 1; '—-love' 1, 
selfishness, impulse towards ~-indulg¬ 
ence, vulnerable conceit, also rarely desire 
of —development etc.; —lum'inous 2a; 
— -made 1, of person who lias risen by his 
own exertions, often with implication of 
vulgarity etc.; —mas’tery, -mortifica’tion, 
1; —-mov'ing, -mo'tion, -murd'er(er), 1; ~- 
-opin'ion, -opin'ioned, -opinionated, 2b, 
of stubborn adherence to one’s own opi¬ 
nions; —par'tial, —partial'ity, 2b; •— 
-pity, -pleas'ing a. & n., 1; —-poised' 2a; 
—pollution 1, •—abuse; —portrait 2a, 
portrait (literary or pictorial) made by 
a person of himself; —-possessed', -posse's- 
sion, 1, cool(ness), composed, composure, 
in agitating circumstances etc.; —praise' 
1 (—-praise is no recommendation)-, 
— -preserva'lion 1, esp. the primary in¬ 
stinct impelling conscious beings to go 

sell 

on living & avoid injury: —-profit 2b; 
—prop'agaling 1; —propelled' 1; —rak'er 

2a, reaping-machine with set of rakes 
automatically preparing corn for binding; 
—-realiza'tion 1, development of one’s 
faculties esp. as ethical first principle; 
'—record'ing 2a, of scientific instrument 
etc.; --regard’ing, -regard', 1, opp. 
altruism etc. without the censure implied 
in selfish etc.; —-registering 2a, as ~- 
-recording; —-reg'ulating 1, of machinery; 
'—reli'ant, -ance, 2b; —-renuncia'tion 1, 
unselfishness; —-repression, -reproach- 
(fvl), 1; '—repug’nant 2b, inconsistent; 
—-respecting, -respect, -respectful, 1, of 
person who has & acts up to a standard 
of worthy conduct; --restrained', -re¬ 
straint, -reveal'ing a., -revela'tion, 1; 
—-rao'erent, -rev'erence, 1, rhet., poet., 
theol., etc., for —-respect etc.; -—right 
eous(ness) 2b; —-righting a. 1, of boat; ~- 
-sac'rificing a., -sac'rifiee, 1, postponing 
private interest & desires to those of 
others; —'same 3, emphatic form of same; 
— -satisfied, - satisfaction, 2b, conceit(ed); 
—-scorn' 1; —-seek'ing a. & n., -seek'er, 
2b; —-service 1, (attrib., of restaurant, 
shop, etc.) in which customers help them¬ 
selves to food or goods & afterwards pay 
a cashier, thereby reducing the need for 
sales assistants, (n.) this kind of service; 
—-slaughter 1; —-sown' 1, sprung from 
seed that lias dropped without human 
agency; —starter 2a, electric appliance 
for starting motor-ear without use of 
crank-handle; —-ste'rile, -sleril'ity, 2a, 
as —-impotent; -—styled' 1, having taken 
the name without right etc., pretended, 
would-be; — -sufficing 2b, requiring 
nothing from outside, independent; ~- 
-sufftdent, -ency, 2b, = —-sufficing, also 
& usu. sufficient in one’s own opinion, 
presumptuous; —-suggestion 2b, reflexive 
suggestion of the mesmeric or hypnotic 
kind; —-support(ing), -surrender, -sus¬ 
taining, -sustained', -taught, -tormenting 
etc., -torture etc., 1; —-vi'olence 2b, esp. 
suicide; —will(ed) 2b, as <■—opinion etc.; 
—-wind’ing 1, of clock with automatic 
winding apparatus; —ivor'ship 1. 

self'hood, n. (rare). Personality, separate 
& conscious existence, [-hood] 

sel'fish, a. Deficient in consideration for 
others, alive chiefly to personal profit or 
pleasure, actuated by self-interest, (of 
motives etc.) appealing to self-interest 
(~ theory of morals, that pursuit of 
pleasure of one kind or another is the 
ultimate spring of every action). Hence 
~ly2 ady., ~nf,ss n. [-ish1] 

self'less, a. Oblivious of self, incapable of 
selfishness. Hence ~ness n. [-less] 

self'ness, n. (rare). = selfhood, [-ness] 

Seljuk' (-ook), n. Member of llth-13th-c. 
Mohammedan dynasties in central & 
Western Asia descended from the chief¬ 
tain Seljuk. Hence ~ian a. & n. 

sell, v.t. & i. (sold), & n. 1. Make over or 



sellanders 
dispose of in exchange for money (cf. buy, 
barter; ~ one’s life dearly, fig., kill or 
wound assailants before being killed; 
~ing-race, -handicap, etc., in which win¬ 
ning horse must be sold to highest bidder; 
~ one a imp, si., swindle him). 2. Keep 
stock of for sale or be a dealer in (do you 
~ candles?; bookselling etc.). 3. Betray 
for money or other reward (~ one’s 
country etc.), also ~ down the river. 4. 
Prostitute for money or other considera¬ 
tion, make a matter of corrupt bargain¬ 
ing, (~ justice, oneself, one’s honour or 
chastity). 5. (si.). Disappoint by not 
keeping engagement etc., by failing in 
some way, or by trickery (sold again!, 
excl. used by or to disappointed person). 
6. Advertise or publish merits of; give 
(person) information on value of some¬ 
thing, inspire with desire to possess 
something; be sold on, be enthusiastic 
about. 7. (Of goods) find purchasers 
(will never ~ ; ~ing like wildfire, hot cakes). 
8. ~ off, ~ remainder of (goods), clear out 
stock, at reduced prices; ~ out, leave 
army by ~ing commission (hist.), ~ (all 
or some of one’s shares in company, 
whole stock-in-trade, etc., or abs.); ~-out 
n., betrayal, ~ing of all tickets etc. for a 
show etc., commercial success; ~ up, 
~ goods of (debtor) by distress or legal 
process. 9. n. (colloq.). Disappointment 
(what a ~.'). Hence (-)~'ER 1 n. (~ers’ 
market, one in which goods are scarce and 
high prices favour ~ers). [OE sellan, OS 
sellian, OHO sellen, ON selja, Goth. 
saljan, cf. sale] 

sellanders. See sallenders. 
selt'zer, n. (Also ~ water) medicinal 
mineral water from Setters in Germany; 
artificial substitutes for this, soda-water, 

selt'zogene, n. = gazogene, [f. F selzo- 
gtne (prec., -gen)] 

sel'vage, -edge, n. Edge of cloth so 
woven that it cannot unravel, border of 
different material or finish along edge of 
cloth intended to be torn off or hidden, 
list; edge-plate of lock with opening for 
the bolt, nence sel'vagED3 (-ijd) a. 
[15th c., f. self + edge, after MDu. 
self egg e. 1 

sel vagee' (-j -), n. Hank of rope-yam bound 
together, used as a sling etc. [f. prec. ] 

selves. See self. 
seman'tlc, a. & n. 1. Relating to meaning 
in language. 2. n. pi. Branch of philo¬ 
logy concerned with meanings, [f. F 
(-ique) f. Gk semantikos significant 
(semaino mean)] 

sem'aphore, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Signalling 
apparatus of post with oscillating arms, 
arrangement of lanterns, etc., for use (esp. 
now on railways) by day or night; mili¬ 
tary signalling by operator’s two arms or 
two flags. 2. vb. Signal, send, by ~. 
Hence semapho'ric a., semapho'ri- 
cally adv. [F, f. Gk sema sign + -phore ] 

semSsIlol'ogy, n. Semantics. So ~o- 

semi- 

lo'gical a. [G, f. Gk semasia meaning + 
-LOGY] 

semat'ic, a. (nat. hist.). (Of colour or 
markings in animals) significant, serving 
to warn off enemies or attract attention, 
[f. Gk sema-alos sign-)--lc] 

|| sem'blable, a. (arch.). Having sem¬ 
blance of something, seeming. [ME, f. 
OF (foil., -ABLE)] 

sem'blance, n. What looks like, the out¬ 
ward appearance of, something (put on a 

~ of anger; bears the ~ of an angel & the 
heart of a devil). [ME, f. OF f. serribler f. L 
sirtiulare simulate] 

sem6e, sem6, (sgm'i), a. (her.). Covered 
with small bearings of indefinite number 
(e.g. stars, fleurs-de-lis) arranged over 
field. [F, p.p. of semer sow (semen)] 

semeiology, semeiotics. See semio-. 
sem'en, n. Generative fluid of male 
animals. [L, genit. -inis, = seed (serere 
SOW, -MEN)] 

semes'ter, n. Half-year course or term in 
German & other universities. [G, f. L 
semestris six-monthly (sex six, mcnsis 
month)] 

sem'i-, pref. = L semi- half, cogn. w. Gk 
hemi- hemi-, attached to any E wd as 
living pref. (cf. bi-, di-2, demi-, hemi-) ; the 
more established or illustrative wds are 
given alphabetically w. reff. to the fol¬ 
lowing numbered senses: 1. the half of (— 
circle); 2. on one of two sides (—detached), 
in one of two directions (~-infinite), in 
some particular (~voicel); 3. little more or 
better than (—barbarism); 4. rather less 
than (—official), in low degree (~civilized), 
not quite deserving the description (— 
-smile)-, 5. impertect(ly)(~-bull,~-double); 
6. occurring, published, etc., each half -— 
or twice in a — (~-annual; cf. bi- le); ~- 
-ann'ual(ly) 6; ~-barbWr'ian, -barb'arism, 
3; || ~'breve 1, longest note in common 
use, equalling two minims (see breve); 

5, issued by Pope after election & 
before coronation with one side of seal 
left blank; ~-centenn’ial 6, occurring etc. 
every fifty years; «■—chor'us 1, half or 
part of choir, passage given by it; 
circle, ~circ’ular a., 1, (amounting to, 
arranged as or in, shaped like) half of 
a, circle or of its circumference, set of ob¬ 
jects ranged in or object forming a ~- 
circle, instrument for measuring angles; 
~col'on 4, punctuation-mark (;) now used 
as the chief stop (the colon being mostly 
reserved for special uses) of intermediate 
value between comma & full stop; ~- 
cyl’inder, ~cylin'drieal, 1, (of, forming, 
etc.) half of a cylinder cut longitudinally; 
\\~-demi-semiquaver 1; <■—detached’ (-cht) 
2, (of house) joined to another by party- 
-wall on one side only; ~ -documen'tary a. 
& n. 1, (cinema film) having an actual 
background and a fictitious story; 
r^’-dome 1, 4, half-dome formed by vertical 
section, part of structure more or less 
resembling dome; ~-dou’ble 5 (bot.). 
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having outer stamens only converted to 
petals; ~fln’a,l 4, match or round preced¬ 
ing the final (~fin'alist, competitor in 
this); ~-flu'id a. & n. 4, viscous (fiuid); 

fused 5; ~-in'fidel 3; in'finite 2, 
limited in one direction & stretching to 
infinity in the other; —lun'ar 1, 4, half- 
moon-shaped, crescent-shaped, (esp. in 
anat. names, as «—lunar bone, cartilage, 
fold, fossa, lobe, valve); —monlh'ly 6; 

a. & n. 3, (person) practically 
dumb owing to (esp. congenital) deaf¬ 
ness ;—off'cial(ly) 4, esp. of communica¬ 
tions made to newspapers by official with 
stipulation that they shall not be formally 
attributed to him; ~Lplume 2, feather 
with firm stem but downy web; ~pre'cious 
4, of stones; II quaver 1 (mus.), note half 
length of quaver; -—ri'gid 4, (of airship) 
having a stiffened keel attached to a 
flexible gas container; ~-smile 4; —‘'lone 
1 (mus.), smallest interval in normal 
European music, half length of tone (dia¬ 
tonic —‘tone, occurring in major or minor 
scale; chromatic —tone, not so occurring); 
—transparent 4; ~trop’ical 4, (as) of 
regions bordering on the tropics; ~- 
tub’ular 1, shaped like half a tube cut 
longitudinally; —un'cial 5, between 
uncial & minuscule; vowel, —voc'al a.., 
2, sound, or letter representing it, inter¬ 
mediate between vowel & consonant 
(e.g. y, w), consonant that is not mute 
(e.g. I, to, z); —-weekly 6. 

sem'inal, a. Of seed or semen or repro¬ 
duction, germinal, reproductive, propa¬ 
gative, (~ fluid, semen; in the — state, 
rudimentary, still undeveloped; ~ prin¬ 
ciples, pregnant with consequences). 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF, or f. L 
seminalis (semen, -ai,)] 

seminal', n. Small class at university for 
discussion and research; ‘conference of 
specialists; short intensive course of 
study. [G, as foil.] 

sem'inarly, n. Place of education (for¬ 
merly in pretentious use for school, cf. 
academy ; now rare exc. either fig. as a—y 
of vice etc., or of R.-C. & esp. Jesuit 
schools, whence ~ist n.). [ME, f. L 
seminarium seed-plot (semen, -ary1)] 

sSmina'tion, n. (bot.). Process, plant’s 
manner, of seeding, [f. L seminatio (semi- 
nare f. semen, -ation)] 

seminif'erous, a. Bearing seed; convey¬ 
ing semen. [SEMEN, -I-, -FEROUS] 

semiol'ogy, semiot'ics, -meio- (-mH5-), 
nn. Branch of pathology concerned with 
symptoms. [Gk semcion sign (sema mark), 
semeiotikos of signs, -LOGY, -ics] 

SSm'lite, n. & a. (Member) of any of the 
races supposed to be descended from 
Shem (Gen. x. 21 foil.) including esp. the 
Hebrews, Arameans, Phoenicians, Arabs, 
& Assyrians. So Semit'ic a. (also n. = 
~itic languages), ~itlSM(2, 4), '-~itlST(3), 
nn.,~itizE(3) v.t. [f. mod. B seviita, f. LL 
f. Gk Sem Shem, -ite 1 ] 

II semm'it, n. (Sc.). Undershirt, 
semoli'na (-le-), sem'ola, n. Hard 
grains left after bolting of flour, used in 
puddings etc. l-ina f. It. semolino dim. of 
semola bran] 

sempitghn'al, a. (Rhet. for) eternal; 
everlasting, never to end, (rare). [ME, 
f. OF (-el) or LL sempiternalis, f. L sempi- 
temus (semper always + aclernus eternal), 
-AL] 

sSm'pltce (-clia), mus. direction. Simple 
in style of performance. [It., = simple] 

s&m'pre (-a), mus. direction. Throughout 
(with other direction, as ~ forte). [It.] 

sempstress. See seamstress. 

sen,_n. Japanese copper coin, l/100of yen. 
senar'ius, n. (pi. -ii). Latin verse of six 
feet, usu. iambics, [f. L (versus) senarius 
(seni six each, -ary l) ] 

sen'ary, a. On basis of six, by sixes, (~ 
scale3, cf. binary), [f. Lasprec.] 

sen'ate, n. 1. State-council of the ancient- 
- Roman republic & empire dividing legis¬ 
lation with the popular assemblies, 
administration with the magistrates, & 
judicial power with the equites. 2. Upper 
& less numerous branch of the legislative 
assembly in various countries; (rhet.) any 
legislature or its proceedings or members 
(the the pulpit, & the press). 3. Govern¬ 
ing body of Cambridge Univ. & other 
institutions; S—house (esp. at Cam¬ 
bridge). [ME, f. OF senat, senaz t. L 
senatus (sen- old, -ate1)] 

sen'ator, n. Member of senate. Hence 
or cogn. senat(5r'iAL a., senator'ialLY2 
adv., '—ship n. [ME, f. OF (-eur), f. L 
senatorem nom. -or (prec., -OR)] 

senut'us, n. 1. The ancient-Roman senate 
(~ pdp’ulvsque llaman'vs, the senate & 
people of Rome, abbr. S.P.Q.R., official 
name of ancient Rome as a State; ~-con¬ 
sult’ (uni), decree of the ~). 2. II (In full — 
acad&m'icus) governing body in some 
universities. [L, = senate] 

send1, v.t. & i. (sent). 1. Bid go, secure 
conveyance of, to some destination 
(destination given by to or other prep, or 
by ind. obj. of person, or merely implied; 
~ message or messenger to; sent me a book; 
will ~ an army; ~ goods all over or round 
the world; ~ coals to Newcastle; ~ word, 
have message taken that, to do, etc.; ~ up 
or in one’s name, an exhibit, etc., enter 
oneself or it for competition). 2. (Of God, 
providence, etc.) grant, bestow, inflict, 
bring about, cause to be so-&-so, (~ rain, 
a judgement, pestilence; God ~ it may not 
be so!; ~ her victorious!). 3. Propel, 
cause to move, (~ bullet; sent his tempera¬ 
ture up, down; — out or forth leaves, 
steam, odour). 4. Hismiss, with or without 
force (with off, away, or compl. or adv. 
phr.; sent him away, packing, flying, about 
his business, to the right-about; ~ to 
COVENTRY; || ~ down, rusticate or expel 
from university; ~ off letter, parcel, etc., 
get it oil one’s own hands & started on 
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its way; ~ off person, witness his de- (in stage-directions of Shakspearean & 
parture as sign of respect etc., so ~'-off other plays), [app. var. of signet sign ] 
n., also laudatory review of book etc.). senn'ight (-it), n. (arch.). Week (esp. 
5. Drive mad or crazy, (jazz si.) put into Tuesday etc. ~). [OE seofon nihta seven 
ecstasy. 6. ~ message or letter (sent to 
warn me, depose him, to me to take care; 
~ for him, telling him to come; ~ for the 
book, ordering it as purchase). Hence 
~'er1 n. [OE sendan, OS -ian, OHG -ere, 
ON -a, Goth, sandjan f. Gmc *sandh-] 

send2, sc-, n., & v.i. (naut.; ~ed). 1. Im¬ 
pulse given by the down slope of a wave 
(usu.~ of the sea). 2. v.i. (Of vessel) plunge 
or pitch owing to this. 3. n. Such plunge, 
[f. prec.] 

sen'dal, n. Medieval silken fabric used for 
rich dresses, pennons, etc. [ME, f. OF 
cendal, sen-, prob. f. Gk sindon fine linen] 

sen'ega, -ka, n. (Drug, used in cough- 
-mixtures, made from root of) American 
plant called also S—snake-root. [f. name 
of Seneca Indians ] 

senes'c|ent, a. Growing old. Hence 
~ence n. [f. L senescere (senior, -escent)] 

sen'eschal (-shl), n. Steward or major- 
-domo of mediaeval great house. [ME, f. 
OF, f. med. L seniscalcus f. WG *siniskalk 
(*sini- old, *skalk servant); cf. marshal] 

sen'green (-n-g-), n. = housel-leek. [OE 
singrene evergreen] 

senhor, senhora, senhorita, (sanydr', 

-dr'a, -oret'a), used of or to Portuguese 
as signor etc. 

sen'ile, a. Showing the feebleness etc. of, 
incident to, old age (~ atrophy, apathy, 
garrulity, dementia, etc.). Hence senll'iTY 
n. [f. L senilis (foil., -it)] 

sen'xor, a. & n. 1. More advanced in age 
or older in standing, superior in age or 
standing to, of higher or highest degree, 
(opp. junior; || the ~ service. Navy as 
opp. Army; the ~ members of the family, 
university, etc.; the ~ partner, head of 
firm; || ~ optime, see wrangler ; || ~ 
classic, competitor placed highest in 
classical tripos when names were arranged 
according to merit; || ~ wrangler; || ~ 
man at university, opp. FRESHman; is two 
years ~ to me), so senio'riTY n. 2. (Ap¬ 
pended to name for distinction; abbr. 
sen., sr; opp. junior) ~ to another of 
same name (esp. with father’s Christian 
name & surname when son has same, as 
John Smith sen., or at school with sur¬ 
name when two or more boys have same, 
as Smith sen.). 3. n. Person of advanced 
age or comparatively long service etc.; 
one’s elder or superior in length of 
service, membership, etc. (is my ~); || ~ 
wrangler, || classic or man. [L, = older, 
old(ish) man, compar. f. st. of senex senis 
old (man)] 

senfor'es prlor’es (-z, -z), L sentence 
(= elders first) used in reminding the 
young of precedence due to seniority, 

senn'a, n. (Dried leaflets, used as laxa¬ 
tive, of) kinds of cassia, [f. Arab, sand] 

senn'et, n. (hist.). Signal call on trumpet 

nights ] 
senn'it, sinn'et, n. (naut.). Braided cord¬ 
age made in flat or round or square form 
from 3—9 cords (common i.e. flat, round, 
square, ~). [c. 1600 sinnet, of unkn. orig. ] 

seiior, senora, sehorita, (sbnydr', 
-or'a, -oret'a), used of or to Spaniards as 
signor etc. 

Senous(s)'i (-do-), n. Religious & political 
Mohammedan fraternity in N. Africa 
named after founder (usu. the ~ as sing, 
or pi.). 

sensa'tion, n. 1. Consciousness of per¬ 
ceiving or seeming to perceive some state 
or affection of one’s body or its parts or 
senses or of one’s mind or its emotions, 
contents of such consciousness, (had a ~ 
of giddiness, heat, pain, comfort, thirst, 
falling, sourness, deafness, pride, stupid¬ 
ity, pressing the eyeball in the dark will 
produce the ~ of light or of seeing light; in 
search of a new ~). 2. Stirring of the 
emotions common to many people or of 
eager interest among them, display of 
intense common emotion or interest, 
literary or other use of material calculated 
to excite it, (made a great ~, was eagerly 
discussed or viewed; ~ among the 
audience, shownbydeep silence, applause, 
or other general manifestation; a three- 
-days’ ~; what is the latest ; the essence 
of melodrama is ~; deals largely in ~). 
Hence ~al (-shon-) a.,~alLY2 adv. [f. LL 
sensatio (in med. L sense) f. L sensus 
SENSE, -ATION ] 

sensa'tionallism (-shon-), n. (Philos.) 
theory that ideas are derived solely from 
sensation; pursuit of the sensational in 
literature, political agitation, etc. So 
~IST(2)n. [-ISM] 

sense, n., & v.t. 1. Any of the special 
bodily faculties by which sensation is 
roused (the five ~s, sight, hearing, smell, 
taste, & touch; sixth or muscular ~, pro¬ 
ducing sensation of muscular effort; has 
quick, keen, ~s, a dull ~ of smell); (pi.) 
person’s sanity or ordinary state of mind 
regarded as seemed by possession of these 
(have you taken leave of, are you out of, 
your ~s?, are you mad?; he will soon 
come, ice must bring him, to his ~s, out of 
mad folly; frightened out of his ~s, into 
loss of faculties; in one’s ~s, sane). 
2. Ability to perceive or feel or to be 
conscious of the presence or properties of 
things, sensitiveness of all or any of the 
~s, (—perception-, errors of ~, mistakes 
in perception; the pleasures of ~, those 
depending on sensation; has a plant ~?). 
3. Consciousness of (a or the ~ of pleasure, 
pain, gratification, having done well, one’s 
own importance, shame, responsibility, 
labouring under a ~ of wrong, feeling 
wronged). 4. Quick or accurate apprecia- 
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tion of, instinct regarding or insight into 
specified matter or habit of squaring 
conduct to such instinct, (~ of locality, 
distance, the ridiculous, humour, duty, 
beaxdy, gratitude-, a keen ~ of honour-, 
the religious, moral, aesthetic, ~). 5. Prac¬ 
tical wisdom, judgement, common ~, 
conformity to these, (sound, good, com¬ 

mon l, ~ ; a man of ~, sagacious; had not 
the ~ to do; has -plenty of ~; what is the 
~ of talking like that ?; has more ~ than to 
do; now you are talking ~). 6. Meaning, 
way in which word etc. is to be under¬ 
stood, intelligibility or coherence or 
possession of a meaning, (in what exact ~ 
we shall rise again is doubtful; the ~ of the 
word is clear", does not make ~, is unintel¬ 
ligible ; in the strict, limited, literal, figura¬ 
tive, moral, metaphorical, legal, Pick¬ 

wickian, proper, full, ~; in a vague, in 
every, ~ ; in a ~, provided the statement 
is taken in a particular way, under 
limitations, as what you say is true in a ~ ; 
make ~ out of nonsense). 7. Prevailing 
sentiment among a number of people 
(take the ~ of the meeting, ascertain this by 
putting question etc.). 8. ■—body, -cap¬ 
sule, -cavity, -cell, -centre, -organ, parts of 
animals concerned in producing sensa¬ 
tion; hence ~'less (-si-) a. (esp. = foolish; 

knock ~less, stun), ~'lessLY2 adv., ~- 
lessNESS n. 9. v.t. Perceive by~, (esp.) 
be vaguely aware of. [ME, f. OF sens or 
L sensus -us (sentire sens- feel)] 

sensibil'ity, n. Capacity to feel (skin lost 
its ~); exceptional openness to emotional 
impressions (sense <£- ~), delicacy of feel¬ 
ing, susceptibility (~ to kindness etc.), 
over-sensitiveness; (pi.) susceptibility in 
various directions. [ME, f.LL sensibilitas 
(foil., -TY)] 

sen'sible, a. Perceptible by the senses (~ 
phenomena, things)-, great enough to be 
perceived, appreciable, (a ~ difference, 
increase); (arch.) sensitive (to); aware, not 
unmindful, of, (was ~ of his peril, your 
kindness); of good sense, reasonable, 
judicious, moderate, practical, (a ~ man, 
course, compromise; that is very ~ of him). 
Hence sen'sibLY2 adv., ~ness n. [ME 
f. OF, f. L sensibilis (sense, -ible)] 

sen'sit[ive, a. & n. 1. Of the senses, 
sensory, (rare); having sensibility to, very 
open to or acutely affected by external 
impressions esp. those made by the moods 
or opinions of others in relation to one¬ 
self; (of instrument etc.) readily respond¬ 
ing to or recording slight changes of 
condition (~ive market, liable to quick 
changes of price); (chem.) readily affected 
by or responsive to appropriate agent, 
(photog.) ~M>e paper, prepared to receive 
impressions from fight, whence ~ize(3) 
v.t., ~iza'tion, ~izer1(2), —om'eter, nn.; 

plant, kind of mimosa whose leaves 
curve downwards & leaflets fold together 
at nightfall or when touched; hence 
~iveLY2 adv., ~IveNESS, ~iv'li’Y (chem., 

photog., physiol., psycho].), nn. 2. n. 
(hypnotism etc.). Person ~ive to hyp¬ 
notic etc. influences. [ME f. OF, or f. 
med. L sensitivus, irreg. f. L sentire sens- 
feel, -ive ] 

sensoh'ium, n. (pi. -ia, -s). The seat of 
sensation, the brain, brain & spinal cord, 
or grey matter of these; (biol.) whole 
sensory apparatus including nerve-system 
etc. [LL sensorium (SENSE, -ory)] 

sen'sory, sensoh'ial, aa. Of the senso¬ 
rium or sensation or the senses, [after 
prec.; see -ory ] 

sen'sual (or -shdb-), a. Of sense or sensa¬ 
tion, sensory, (rare); of or depending on the 
senses only & not the intellect or spirit, 
carnal, fleshly, (~ pleasures); given to the 
pursuit of ~ pleasures or gratification of 
the appetites, self-indulgent in regard to 
food & sexual enjoyment, voluptuous, 
licentious; (philos.) holding the doctrine 
of, according to, of, sensationalism. 
Hence or cogn. ~ize(3) v.t., ~1za'tion, 
~ism(2, 3), ~ist(1, 2), ~ITY (-ah), nn., ~LYa 

adv. [ME, f. L sensualis (sense, -ai)] 
sen'suous, a. Of, derived from, affecting, 
the senses (chiefly as substitute, free of 
implied censure, for prec.; cf. non-moral 
& immoral). Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[f. L sensus sense + -ous ] 

sent. See send1. 
sen'tence, n., & v.t. 1. (arch.). One’s 
opinion for or against some course or 
conclusion (my ~ is for war); pithy saying, 
briefly expressed thought, maxim, pro¬ 
verb. 2. Verdict (rare); (declaration of) 
punishment allotted to person condemned 
in criminal trial (also transf.). 3. (gram.). 
Set of words complete in itself, containing 
subject & predicate (either, or part of 
either or both, occas. omitted by ellipsis), 
& conveying a statement, question, or 
command (o.g. I go, will you go?, go-go 
thou or you, what? = what did you say ?, 
hearts trumps—hearts are trumps; simple 
~, with single subject & predicate; com¬ 
pound ~, with more than one of either 
or both; complex ~, with subordinate 
clause or clauses), so senten'tiAL (-shl) a. 
(rare); (loosely in gram.; usu. subordinate 
~) subordinate clause. 4. Amount of 
speech, usu. that between two full stops 
often including several grammatical ~s 
(e.g. I went & he came). 5. v.t. State 
~ of (condemned criminal, or transf.), 
declare condemned to. [ME, f. OF, f. L 
sentential, sentire be of opinion, -ence] 

senten'tious (-shws), a. Aphoristic, pithy, 
given to the use of maxims, affecting 
a concise impressive style; (of style) 
affectedly formal; (of persons) fond of 
pompous moralizing. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [f. L sententiosus(asprec., -ous)] 

sen'tient (-shl-), a. Having the power 
of sense-perception. Hence sen'tiENCE 
(-shl-) n., ~ly2 adv. [L sentire feel, -ent] 

sen'timent, n. 1. A mental feeling, the 
sum of what one feels on some subject, a 
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tendency or view based on or coloured may be worn ~ly or with the other, [f. L 
with emotion, snch feeling’s collectively 
as an influence, (the ~ of pity, patriotism; 
animated by noble ~s; my ~ towards him is 
one of respect; ~ unchecked by reason is a 
bad guide-, these are, often joc. them’s, 
my —s, that is what I think about it). 
2. (In art) moving quality resulting from 
artist’s sympathetic insight into what is 
described or depicted. 3. Tendency to be 
swayed by feeling rather than by reason, 
emotional weakness, mawkish tenderness 
or the display of it, nursing of the emo¬ 
tions, whence sentimen'tAi a., senti- 
men'taliY2 adv., sentimental'iTY, senti- 
men'taliSM, sentimen'taliST, nn., sen- 
timen'taIiZE(2, 3) v.i. & t. 4. (Sense in¬ 
tended to be conveyed by) the expression 
of some desire or view esp. as formulated 
for a toast etc. (the ~ is good though the 
words are injudicious etc.; conclude one’s 
speech with a ~ ; I call upon Mr Jones for 
a song or a ~). [ME, f. OF (-tement), f. med. 
L sentimentum (L sentire feel, -ment)] 

sen'tinel, n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. Soldier posted 
to keep guard (cf. foil.); (also ~ crab) 
Indian-Ocean crab with long eye-stalks. 
2. v.t. Keep guard over or in (poet.); 
station ~s at or in (rare). [16th c., f. F 
sentinelle f. It. -ella; orig. unkn. ] 

sen'try, n. (Term in ordinary mil. use for) 
sentinel; ~-board, platform for ~ outside 
ship’s gangway; ~-6ox, wooden cabin 
large enough to hold ~ standing; 
duty of pacing up & down as [perh. f. 
centrinel 16th-c. var. of prec. ] 

Senuss'i (-do-), n. (Now usu. form of) 
SENOUS(S)l. 

s&n’za (-tsa), It. prep. = without, inmus. 
directions as ~ lim'po, not in strict time, 

sep'al, n. One of the divisions of the 
calyx, calyx-leaf, (cf. petal), [f. F sipale, 
mod. L sepalum, formed by H. J. do 
Necker 1790 after petalum petal f. Gk 
skepe covering] 

sep'arate1, a. & n. 1. Physically dis¬ 
connected, forming a unit that is or may 
be regarded as apart or by itself, dis¬ 
tinct, individual, of individuals, (from, or 
abs.; the ~ members of the body; the ~ 
volumes may be had singly; live in~ rooms; 
live ~; the two questions are essentially ~; 
one is quite ~ from the other; ~ <& corporate 
or common ownership-, ~ estate, married 
woman’s property when not subject to 
husband’s control; ~ maintenance, hus¬ 
band’s allowance to wife from whom he 
lives ~ by consent, cf. alimony, hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n., & (esp. w. ref. to 
political or ecclesiastical independence, 
opp. unionism, -ist) sep'aratiSM(3) n., 
sep'aratlST(2) n. & a. 2. n. Copy of single 
article etc. reprinted from proceedings of 
society, magazine, etc., for~ distribution; 
either of the articles of women’s dress 
(blouse or jumper, or skirt or slacks) that 

se(parare arrange), -ate2] 

sep'ar|ate2, v.t. & i. Make separate, 
sever, disunite, keep (trans.) from union 
or contact, part (t. & i.), secede from, go 
different ways, disperse (intr.); sort or 
divide (milk, grain, ore, fruit, light, etc.) 
into constituent parts or sizes, get (cream 
etc.) by such process for use or rejection, 
whence ~atoa n. Hence ~able, ~ative, 
~atORY (rare), aa., ~abLY2 adv., — 
aniL'iTY, ~ableNESs, nn. [as prec., -ate3] 

separation, n. In vhl senses; esp. partial 
divorce, divorce from bed & board with¬ 
out dissolution of marriage tie (j udicial ~, 
ordered by court); ~ allowance, that 
made by soldier etc., with larger Govern¬ 
ment augmentation, to his wife etc. [ME, 
f. OF, f. L separat ionem (prec., -ION)] 

Sephfird'i, n. (pi. -im). Spanish or 
Portuguese Jew. [f. Heb. Sephdrdd (see 
Obad. xx) Spain] 

sep'ia, n. Black fluid of cuTTLE-fish; 
brown pigment prepared from this used 
in monochrome drawing & in water- 
-colours (warm ~, mixture of this with 
some red), dark reddish-brown colour; 
(also —drawing) a drawing done in ~. [L 
f. Gk (se-), = cuttle or its ink] 

sep'oy, n. Indian soldier disciplined by 
European methods, esp. one of those 
serving in British-Indian army (~ mutiny, 
= Indian mutiny), [f. Hind. f. Pers. 
sipahi soldier (sipah army)] 

seps, n. Kinds of skink, serpent lizard. 
[L, f. Gk seps (sepo make rotten)] 

sep'sis, n. (med.). Putrefaction, contami¬ 
nation from festering wound etc., blood- 
- poisoning. [Gk sepsis (as prec.)] 

sept, n. Clan, esp. in Ireland; in Scotland, 
tribe within a clan. [prob. 16th c. Var. of 
sect; cf. obs. F septe] 

sept-, sept|em-, sept|i-, comb, forms of L 
septem seven: s&p'tan, (of fever) recurring 
every 6th (inclus. 7th) day; sip’tangle, 
r~ang'xdar, heptagon(al); ^impart'He, 
divided into 7 parts; ~&nn'ial(ly), of, for, 
(recurring) every, 7 years; ~&nn’ium (pi. 
•ia), period of 7 years; ~Uat’eral, seven- 
-sided; ~isyll'able, word of 7 syllables, 

septa. See septum. 
sep'tal, a. Of sept(s), septum, or septa. 

[-al]_ 

sep'tlate, a. (hot., zool., a.nat.). Having 
septum or septa, partitioned. Hence 
~A'TI0N n. [SEPTUM, -ATE2] 

Septem'ber, n. Ninth month of year. 
[ME, f. L September (septem seyen) the 
seventh month of the old Roman year] 

Septem'brist, n. Participator in the 
massacres in Paris Sept. 2, 3, 1792. [F 
(-e), see_-iST] 

septenar'ius, n. (pi. -rlf). Verse (esp. 
Latin) of 7 feet esp. trochaic tetrameter 
catalectic. [L, f. septeni seven each] 

septen'ary (or sCp'tiu-), a. & n. Of or 

For words in sept- not given see sept-. 
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involving the number 7, on basis of 7, by 
sevens; (n.) a 7, group or set of 7 (esp. 
years), a septenarius. [f. L septenarius 
(prec.), -Any] 

sep'tenate, a. (bot.). Growing in sevens, 
having 7 divisions, [f. L septeni seven 
each, -ate2] 

septenn'ate, n. (Arrangement made for) 
period of 7 years, [f. F (-at) f. L seplennis 
(septem seven, annvs year), -ate1] 

septet(te)', n. (Composition for) group 
of 7 singers or players, (transf.) any set 
of 7. [G (-etl), f. L septem, see -et1, 
-ETTE] 

sept'foil (sfit4), n. The plant tormentil 
(now rare); seven-lobod figure esp. as 
R.-C. symbol of the 7 sacraments, [f. LL 
septifotium as if thr. OF; see septi-, foil 1 ] 

sep'tic, a. & n. (med.). 1. Of or involving 
sepsis, putrefying; ~ tank (in which 
sewage is disintegrated through bacterial 
activity); hence sep'tiCALLY adv., sep- 
ti'ciTY n. 2. n. ~ substance, [f. L f. Gk 
septikos (seplos f. sepo rot, -ic) ] 

septicaem'lxa (-sem-), n. (path.). Blood- 
-poisoning. Hence ~TC a. [mod. L, f. Gk 
septikos see prec., haima blood, & -ia1] 

septill'ion (-yon), n. || Seventh power of a 
million, 1 with 42 ciphers; 'eighth power 
of a thousand, 1 with 24 ciphers, [f. F f. 
L septem seven, after million ] 

sep'timal, a. Of the number 7. [f. L 
Septimus seventh (septem seven) +-AL] 

sep'time (-cm), n. Fencing-position, [f. 
L seplimus (prec.)] 

sep'timus._See primus1. 
septuagenarian, a. & n. (Person) be¬ 
tween 09 Sc 80. [foil., -AN] 

septuagen'ary, a. Of seventy, [f. L 
septuagenarius (sepluageni seventy each 
f. septuaginta seventy, -art1)] 

Septuages'ima, n. (Also ~ Sunday) 
Sunday before Sexagesima. [ME, f. L, 
= seventieth (day), prob. named loosely 
as before sexagesima] 

sep'tuagint, n. Greek version of O.T. in¬ 
cluding the Apocrypha said to have been 
made about 270 B.c. by seventy-two 
translators, [f. L septuaginta seventy] 

sep'tum, n. (anat., bot., zool.; pi. -ta). 
Partition such as that between the 
nostrils or the chambers of a poppy-fruit, 
dissepiment. [L (also sae-), = fence (sae- 
pire saepl- f. saepes hedge)] 

sep'tuple, a. & n., & v.i. & t. Sevenfold 
(amount); (vb) multiply by 7, increase 
sevenfold, [f. LL sepluplus f. L septem 
seven] 

sepulch'ral (-krai), a. Of sepulchre(s) or 
sepulture (~ mound, pillar, etc.; ~ 
customs); suggestive of the tomb, funereal, 
gloomy, dismal, (a ~ look, voice). Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. L sepulcralis (foil., -AL)] 

sep'ulchre (-ker), n., & v.t. 1. Tomb esp. 
cut in rock or built of stone or brick, 
burial vault or cave, (the Holy S~, in 
which Christ was laid; whited ~, hypo¬ 
crite, w. ref. to Matt, xxiii. 27). 2. v.t. 

Lay in ~, serve as ~ for. [ME, f. OF 
(-ere), f. L se/ndc(h)rum (sepelire sepult- 
bury)] 

sep'ulture, n. Burying, putting in the 
grave. [ME, f. OF, f. L sepultura (prec., 
-URE)] 

sSqua'cious (-shus), a. (pedant.). In¬ 
clined to follow, lacking independence 
or originality, servile; (of reasoning or 
reasoner) not inconsequent, coherent. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., sequA'ciTY n. [L 
sequax (sequi follow), -aciocs] 

se'quel, n. What follows after, continua¬ 
tion or resumption of a story or process 
or the like after a pause or provisional 
ending, (in the ~, as things developed 
afterwards); after effects, upshot; (rare) 
result of a chain of argument, logical in¬ 
ference, conclusion. [ME, f. OF (-lie), or 
f. L, as foil. ] 

seqtiel'a, n. (path.; usu. in pi. -ae). Mor¬ 
bid condition or symptom following upon 
some disease. [L (sequi follow)] 

se'quence, n. 1. Succession, coming after 
or next, set of things that belong next 
each other on some principle of order, 
series without gaps, (shall follow the ~ of 
events, give the facts in historical ~; cala¬ 
mities fall in rapid ~; a ~ in clubs etc. in 
cards, three or more next each other in 
value; the ~ spring, summer, autumn, 
winter). 2. Mere succession without 
implication of causality (~ is related to 
consequence as post hoc to propter hoc; 
is causality, is a law of nature, anything 
beyond invariable ~?), so (Sc rarely in 
other senses) se'quENT, sequen'tiAL 
(-shl), aa., sequen'tialLY2 adv., sequen- 
tial'lTY (-shi-) n. 3. (cinemat.). Incident 
in a film story recorded consecutively 
(corresponding to a scene in a play). 4. 
(mus.). Succession of similar melodio 
phrases at different pitches. 5. (gram.). 
~ of tenses or moods, accommodation of 
subordinate vb in tense or mood according 
to certain rules to tense or mood of 
principal vb (e.g. / think you are, thought 
you were, icrong). 6. (eccl.). Hymn said 
or sung after the Alleluia that precedes 
the Gospel (also prose), [f. LL sequentia 
f. part, of sequi follow, see -ence] 

scquSn'tes, sequSn'tia (-shia), (abbr. 
seq. or seqq.), L wds = (&) the following 
lines, (Sc) what follows, appended (with 
or without el and) to line or page numbers 
in references, [pi. part, of L sequi follow] 

seques'ter, v.t. & i. 1. Seclude, isolate, 
set apart, (~ oneself from the world; esp. 
in p.p.; as a ~ed life, retreat, cottage). 
2. (law). (Also seques'trATE3, or sek1 
wds-, v.t.) seize temporary possession of 
(debtor’s estate etc.), remove (debatable 
property) from control of party to lawsuit, 
(intr.; of widow) renounce concern in 
husband’s estate. 3. (Also sequestrate) 
confiscate, appropriate; hence or cogn. 
sequestrA'TioN, se'qu^stratOR, nn., 
seques'trAin.E (or sek'wis-) a. [f. LL 
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sequeslrare commit for safe keeping (L 
sequester trustee, agent, cf. secus apart)] 

seques'trlum, n. (pi. ~a). Piece of dead 
bone detached from living bone but re¬ 
maining in place. Hence ~al a., seques- 
troT'OMY n. [neut. of L sequester adj. 
standing apart ] 

se'quin, n. (Hist.) Venetian gold coin of 
about 9/4; coinlike ornament of silver, 
jet, etc., sewn on to dresses etc. [F, f. It. 
zecchino (zeeca mint f. Arab, sikka die)] 

sequoi'a, n. Kinds of Californian coni¬ 
ferous tree of great height, redwood, [f. 
Sequoiah, a Cherokee pers. name] 

serac (sCrak'), n. One of the castellated 
masses into which a glacier is divided at 
steep points by the crossing of crevasses 
(usu. in pi.). [Swiss F, orig. name of a 
cheese] 

sera'glio (-ahlyo), n. (pi. ~s). Walled 
palace, esp. (hist.) that of Sultan with 
government offices etc. at Constantinople; 
harem, [f. It. serraglio, f. Turk.-Pers. 
serai palace; cf. foil. ] 

serai' (-ri, -rah'i), n. = caravanserai. 
serang', n. (Anglo-Ind.). Native head of a 
Lascar crew, [f. Pers. sarhang commander] 

sera'pe (-ahpa), n. Shawl or blanket 
worn by Spanish-Americans. [Sp.] 

se'raph, n. (pi. ~im, ~s). Celestial being; 
one of the highest order1 of ninefold 
celestial hierarchy gifted esp. with love 
& associated with light, ardour, & purity; 
(Order of the S~im, Swedish order of 
knighthood). Hence seraph'ic a. (the 
S~icDoctor, St Bonaventura), seraph'ic- 
ally adv. [back formation f. seraphim 
(cf. cherub) f. LL f. Gk f. Heb. seraphim 
pi. of saraph] 

se'raphine (-en), n. Early form of har¬ 
monium. [prec., -ine 1 ] 

sSrashier', n. Turkish general command¬ 
ing, commander-in-chief, or minister of 
war; ~«<, war office. [Turk. f. Pers. 
ser'asker head of army] 

S£rb,a.&n., S€rb'ian, a. & n. (Native, 
language) of Serbia. Hence Sdrbo- 
comb. form. [f. Serb. Srb, Serb] 

Serbon'ian bog, n. Treacherous bog for¬ 
merly existing between delta of Nile & 
isthmus of Suez, (fig.) situation from 
which escape is difficult. [GkSertonis, -IAN] 

sere \ sear2, n. Catch of gun-lock holding 
hammer at half or full cock, [of uncert. 
orig.; usu. referred to OF serre lock, bolt, 
grasp, f. scrrer (LL serare, bolt, bar)] 

sere2. See sear1. 
serein (ser&n'), n. Fine rain falling in 
tropical climates from cloudless sky. [F ] 

serenadle', n., & v.t. 1. Evening song or 
instrumental piece sung or played by 
lover at his lady’s window; = foil. 2. v.t. 
Sing or play ~e to; hence ~'er1 n. [F, 
f. It. serenata (serenar open air f. L as 
serene) ; see -ade ] 

serena'ta (-nali-), n. (mus.). Cantata with 
pastoral subject; simple form of orches¬ 
tral or wind-band suite. [It. (prec.)] 

serendip'ity, n. The faculty of making 
happy and unexpected discoveries by 
accident, [coined by Horace Walpole 
after The Three Princes of Serendip (Cey¬ 
lon), a fairy-tale] 

serene', a. & n., & v.t. 1. (Of sky, air, 
etc.) clear & calm, (of sea etc.) unruffled; 
placid, tranquil, unperturbed, (a ~ tem¬ 
per, look, life); || (si.) all ~, all right; His, 
Her, Their, Your, S~ Highness(es), abbr. 
II.S.H., T.S.H., titles used of or to certain 
continental princes; hence or cogn. ~ly2 
adv., seren'iTY n. (your etc. Serenity, 
S~ Highness). 2. n. ~ expanse of sky, 
sea, etc. 3. v.t. (poet.). Make (sky, brow, 
etc.)~. [f. L serenus] 

s£rf, n. Villein, person whose service is 
attached to the soil & transferred with it 
(cf. slave); oppressed person, drudge. 
Hence ~'age, ~'dom, ~'hood, nn. [OF, 
f. L servus slave ] 

serge, n. Kind of durable twilled worsted 
fabric used esp. for rough wear (silk ~, 
used for tailor’s linings). [ME, f. OF 
surge, serge f. pop. L *sarica f. L serica 
(lana), see silk] 

sergeant, -j-, (sarj'ant), n. 1. (hist.). 
Serjeant-at-law, barrister of superior 
rank. 2. (mil.; -g-; abbr. Sgt). Non- 
- commissioned officer above corporal, 
employed to teach drill, command small 
detachments, etc. (~-major or regimental 
~-major, R.S.M., warrant officer assisting 
adjutant of regiment or battalion; com¬ 
pany ^-major, C.S.M., highest non-comd 
officer of company; lance-~, corporal 
acting as ~). 3. Police officer ranking 
between inspector & constable (-g-). 
4. Serjeant-at-arms, title of certain court, 
parliamentary, & city officials with 
mainly ceremonial duties; Common 
Serjeant, judicial officer of City of London; 

fish (-£/-), sea-fish with lateral stripes 
suggesting chevron. Hence ~ship n. 
[ME, f. OF sergent f. L servientem nom. 
-ens servant (L servire serve, -ent)] 

s€rgette' (-j-), n. Thin serge. [F (serge, 
-ette)] 

ser'ial, a. & n. 1. Of, in, forming, a series, 
whence~ity (-ill1) n.; (of story etc.) issued 
in instalments (~ rights, copyright in re¬ 
gard to story etc. so issued), whence ~ist 
(1) n.; (of publication) periodical; hence 
~LY2adv. 2. n. ~ story; a ~ publication, 
periodical, (rare). Hence ~ize v.t. 
[SERIES, -AL] 

ser'iate, -ated, aa., ser'Iate, v.t (Ar¬ 
range) in the form of a series, in orderly 
sequence. So seriA'xiON n. [L series, 
-ATE2" 3] 

seriat'im (or sdt-), adv. Point by point, 
taking one subject etc. after another in 
regular order, (consider, examine, discuss, 
take, etc., ~). [med. L f. L series after 
gradatim, LITERATIM] 

Ser'Ic, a. (rhet. etc.). Chinese, [f. L 
serious, see serge, silk ] 

seri'ceous (-shus), a. (bot., zool.). Of 
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silky or satiny surface, soft & shiny, 
covered with glossy down, [as prec., see 
-EOUS ; cf. LL sericeus] 

se'ri(ci) [culture, n. Silkworm-breeding, 
production of raw silk. Hence~cul'turAL 
a., ~cul'turiST(3) n., (-cher-). [F (-ci-), 
see prec., -I-, culture] 

seriem'a, n. Sonorous-voicod Brazilian 
bird of heron size preying on serpents, 
[native ] 

ser'ies (ser'ez), n. (pi. same). 1. Number 
of things of which each is similar to the 
preceding or related to it as it to its 
predecessor, sequence, succession, order, 
row, set, (a ~ of kings, misfortunes; in ~, 
in ordered succession; ~ of stamps, coins, 
etc., of different denominations but issued 
at one time, in one reign, etc.; the whole 
~ of reform acts). 2. (bibliog.). Set of suc¬ 
cessive issues of a periodical, of articles 
on one subject or by one writer, etc., esp. 
(first, second, etc., ~) when numbered 
differently from a preceding or following 
set, also set of independent books in 
common format or under common title or 
supervised by common general editor, 
(Guesses at Truth, 2nd S~; the, Men-of- 
-Lcttcrs~). 3. (geol.). Set of strata with 
common characteristic. 4. (chem.). Set 
of elements with common properties or 
of compounds with common radical. 5. 
(math.). Set of terms constituting a pro¬ 
gression or having the several values 
determined by a common relation (arith¬ 
metical, geometrical, ~, one in arith¬ 
metical, geometrical, progression). 6. 
(electr.). Set of batteries etc. having 
positive electrode of each connected with 
negative of next. 7. (zool.). Number of 
connected genera, families, etc. (used 
vaguely like group). [L series row, chain, 
f. serere join, connect] 

se'rif, (now rare) ce'riph, n. Cross-line 
finishing off a stroke of a letter (esp. in 
sanserif: This has~s: This is sanserif), 
[orig. unkn. ] 

serig'raph|y, n. Art or process of print¬ 
ing designs by means of a silk screen, 
silk screen printing. So se'rlgraph 
(-alif) [-GRAPH], ~er1, nn. [irreg. f. L 
sericum silk, -grapuy] 

se'rin, n. Central-Europ. finch related to 
canary. [F, of unkn. orig.] 

serinette', n. Instrument for teach¬ 
ing cage-birds to sing; kind of small 
barrel-organ, musical box, etc. [F 
(seriner teach to sing f. prec., -ette)] 

sering'a (-ngg-), n. = syringa; kinds of 
Brazilian rubber-tree. [F, = Pg. seringa 
L_mod. L; see syringa] 

serio-com'[ic, a. Combining the serious 
& the comic, jocular in intention but 
counterfeiting seriousness or vice versa. 
Henco ~ically adv. [-0-] 

s€rTos'o, inus. direction. With solemnity. 
[It.] 

ser'ious, a. 1. Thoughtful, earnest, sober, 
sedate, responsible, not frivolous or reek- 

serpentine 

less or given to trifling, (has a~ look, air; 
a ~ young person; ~ politician, who gives 
his best energies to politics; ~ thought, 
real deliberation). 2. Important, demand¬ 
ing consideration, not to be trifled with, 
not slight, (this is a ~ matter, question, 
step; made a ~ alteration; have a ~ rival 
in her affections; ~ illness, danger, wound, 
damage, accident, defeat). 3. Sincere, not 
ironical or jesting in earnest, (are you~?, 
do you mean what you say ?; made a ~ 
attempt, not merely perfunctory; & now 
to be ~). 4. Concerned with religion or 
ethics, not worldly or secular, (~ subjects 
etc.); (now chiefly joc.) religious-minded, 
with thoughts concentrated on salvation. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. (esp. as preface to 
sentence implying that irony etc. is now 
to cease), ~ness n. [ME, f. OF serious 
or LL seriosus (L serus, see -ous)] 

se'riph, n. = serif. 
serjeant. See sergeant. 
sehm'on, n., & v.t. 1. Extempore or 
written discourse delivered from the pul¬ 
pit by way of religious instruction or 
exhortation, similar discourse (often lay 
~) on religious or moral subject delivered 
elsewhere or published, (S~ on the Mount, 
discourse of Christ reported Matt, v-vii); 
moral reflection suggested by natural 
objects etc. (esp. ~s in stones); piece of 
admonition or reproof, lecture. 2. v.t. 
Administer such ~ to. Hence ~ette', 
~et1, nn., '—tze(1, 2) v.t. & i., ~Izer1 n. 
[ME, f. AF sennun, OF -on, f. L sermonem 
nom. -o speech] 

sero-, comb, form of serum : ~puf'ulent, 
of serum & pus; ~sanguin’olent, & blood; 
~therapy. 

se'rotine, n. Chestnut-coloured Euro¬ 
pean bat. [F (se-), f. L serotinus late (serus 
late)] 

serot'inous, a. (bot.). Appearing late in 
season, [f. L serotinus (prec.) +-ous] 

ser'ous, a. Of or like serum, watery, 
whey-like. Hence seros'iTY n. [f. F 
screux f. L serum + -eux -ous] 

serp'ent, n. Scaly limbless reptile, snake 
esp. of the larger kinds, (preferred to 
snake chiefly in rhet. use; the, the old, S~, 
the devil, w. ref. to Gen. iii, Rev. xx), (fig.) 
treacherous person esp. one who worms 
himself into favour for base ends; the 
a northern constellation; obsolete wind- 
-instrument, a wooden tube with several 
bends giving powerful note; Pharaoh’s 
~, chemical toy of small cone that when 
ignited issues in long coiling ~like ash; 
~-charmer, person who charms ~s esp. by 
music; ~-ealer, SECRETARY-bird; ~-grass, 
Alpine bistort; ~ lizard, seps; ~’s-tongue, 
adder’s-tongue. Hence serpen'tiroRM, 

■—like, aa. [ME, f. OF, f. L serpentem nom. 
-ens, part, of serpere creep; see -ENT ] 

s€rp'entine, a. & n., & v.i. 1. Of or like 
a serpent lit. or fig., writhing, coiling, 
tortuous, sinuous, meandering, cunning, 
subtle, treacherous, (~ windings, of 
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stream, road, etc., or of insinuation; ~ 
motion; ~ wisdom, profound, w. ref. to 
Matt. x. 16; ~ dance, with sinuous move¬ 
ments enhanced by special drapery; ~ 
verse, line beginning & ending with same 
word; II the S~, ornamental water in 
Hyde Park). 2. n. Kinds of hydrous 
silicate of magnesium, soft rocks of dark 
green & other colours sometimes mottled 
or spotted like serpent’s skin, taking high 
polish & used as decorative material; 
(skating) wavy line produced by changes 
of edge. 3. v.i. Move sinuously, meander. 
[(1) ME, f. OF serpentin f. LL serpentinus 
(prec., -ink1); (2) OF serpentin(e) f. med. L 
serpentina, -um abs. use of adj.] 

serpi'ginous, a. (path.). Affected with 
herpes; (of skin-disease etc.) creeping from 
one part to another, [f. med. L ser¬ 
pigo -ginis I’ingworm (L serpere creep), 
-ousl 

s£bp'ula, n. (pi. -ae). Kinds of marine 
worm inhabiting beautifully coloured 
tortuous calcareous tubes often massed 
together. [LL, = small serpent (L serpere 
creep)] 

se'rra, n. (anat., bot., zool.; pi. -ae). Ser¬ 
rated organ, structure, or edge. [L, = 
saw] 

serradill'a, n. Kind of clover grown as 
fodder. [Port., dim. of serrado serrate a. ] 

se'rrate, a., serrate', v.t. (chiefly anat., 
bot., zool.). 1. Notched like saw. 2. v.t. 
(Usu. in p.p. as adj.) provide with saw¬ 
like edge. Hence serrA'TiON n. [f. L 
SERRAfuS (-ATE2), -ATE3] 

se'rrefile, n. (mil.; usu. in pi.). Person 
in, (pi.) the line of supernumerary & non- 
-commissioned officers in, rear of squa¬ 
dron or troop of cavalry. [F, f. serrer (see 
serried) +file (see file3)] 

se'rri-, comb, form (-I-) of serra: ~corn, 
(beetle) with serrate antennae; ~f'erous ; 

~forh ; ~ros'tratc, (of bird) with serrated 
bill. 

se'rried (-rid), a. (Of ranks of soldiers, 
rows of trees, etc.) shoulder to shoulder, 
without gaps, close, [f. 16th c. serry (app. 
f. F serre p.p. of serrer close f. LL serare) 
+ -ED1] 

se'rruljate (-rdb-), -ated, aa. Finely ser¬ 
rate, with scries of small notches. Hence 
~a'tion n. [L serrula (serra, -ule), -ate2] 

ser'um, n. Whey; amber-coloured liquid 
which separates from clot when blood 
coagulates; blood ~ as anti-toxin or 
therapeutic agent; watery animal fluid; 
~ sickness, skin eruption, fever, etc., 
sometimes following injections of ~. [L, 
= whey] 

sdbv'al, n. Tawny black-spotted African 
tiger-cat. [F, f. Port. ] 

serv'ant, n. 1. Person who has under¬ 
taken usu. in return for stipulated pay to 
carry out the orders of an individual or 
corporate employer, esp. one who lives 
in house of master or mistress receiving 
board & lodging & wages & performing 

domestic duties (public ~s, State officials; 
civil ~, member of the civil service; 
outdoor ~, groom, gardener, etc.; indoor 
~, cook, butler, footman, housemaid, 
etc.; domestic, general, livery1, ~; ~- 
-ffirl, -maid-, the ~ question, problem of 
getting & controlling ~s; keeps three ~s; 
~s’ hall, room in which ~s of large house¬ 
hold have meals etc.; ~ of ~s, lowest of 
dependants, esp. as titlo assumed by 
Popes, transl. of servvs servorum Dei; a 
good ~ but a bad master, of things that 
should be treated as means & not ends). 
2. Devoted follower, person willing to 
serve another, (a ~ of Jesus Christ; || your 
humble ~, arch., form of ironical courtesy; 
|| your obedient ~, epistolary form preced¬ 
ing signature now used only in letters of 
official type). [ME, f. OF (serve, -ant)] 

serve, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Be servant (to), do 
service (to), be useful (to), (~ two masters, 
be divided between two conflicting prin¬ 
ciples etc.; ~ the Lord or Cod, be religious 
or virtuous; ~ the devil, be wicked; ~ 
tables, postpone spiritual to bodily needs, 
see Acts vi. 2; ~ at table, act as waiter; 
has his generation-, would do much 
to ~ you; indiscretion sometimes ~s us 
well; ~ in army, navy, etc., be employed 
in it; has ~d in India, been employed 
esp. as soldier). 2. Meet needs (of), avail 
(t. & i.), suffice (t. & i.), satisfy, perform 
function, be suitable, do what is required 
for, (~ a purpose; ~ the purpose of, take 
place of, be used as; to ~ some private 
ends-, ~s the or one’s turn or need, does 
well enough; it will do what is ab¬ 
solutely necessary; that excuse will not 
~ you; it ~s to show the folly of; 1 lb. 
~s him for a week; nothing would ~ him 
or ~ but absolute submission; a sofa 
serving him, or serving, as or for (a) bed; as 
memory ~s, whenever one remembers; 
os occasion ~s, when it is favourable; 
the tide ~s, is suitable for getting out 
of harbour etc.; curate ~s two parishes, 
does the work; ~ an office, go through a 
tenure of it; ~ one’s apprenticeship, go 
through training; ~ a sentence, undergo 
it for the full time; ~ one’s time, hold 
office for normal period, also ~ a sentence; 
~ time, undergo imprisonment etc.; ~ 
gun, battery, keep it firing; ~ mare etc., 
cover, esp. of stalbon etc. hired for pur¬ 
pose; ~ rope etc., naut., bind with small 
cord to save fraying). 3. Dish up, set 
(food) on table, set out ready, distribute 
(trans. & abs.), supply (person with), 
make legal delivery of (writ etc.), set ball 
or set (ball) in play, (fish ~d up nearly 
cold; asparagus ~d with butter; ~ up 
dinner; dinner is ~d, servant’s announce¬ 
ment that it is ready; ~ ammunition, 
rations, etc., out or round; was serving a 
customer with stockings, serving in the 
shop; have them ~d with soup; ~ with the 
same sauce, fig., retaliate upon; ~ person, 
the town, etc., with gas, water; ~ with 
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writ etc., = ~ writ etc. on; ~ warrant, 
writ, notice, process, attachment, etc., usu. 
on person, deliver document to person 
concerned in legally formal manner; 
tennis, racquet, etc., player ~s a ball, 
~s well, badly, etc., sends ball to opponent 
in first stroke of round). 4. Treat, treat 
to, pay (person) out, (has ~ci me shame¬ 
fully ; you may ~ me as you will; ~cl them 
a trick, played it on them; ~ or ~s him 
right!, excl. of satisfaction at sight of 
offender getting his deserts; shall manage 
to ~ him out, retaliate). 5. II Serving-man, 
male servant. Hence (-JseLv'ER'O, 2) n., 
(also, eccl.) celebrant’s assistant, stSiv'ERY 
(3) n., room from which meals etc. are ~d 
& in which utensils are kept. 6. n. (In 
tennis etc.) first stroke of round, turn 
for delivering this (whose ~ is it?). [ME, 
f. OF servir f. L servire (senms slave)] 

Serv'lan1. Var. of, & till 1914 more usual 
than, Serbian. 

Serv'ian2, a. (Rom. ant.). Of Servius 
Tullius sixth king of Rome (~ wall, built 
by him & still existing in parts), [-an ] 

serv'ice ’, n., & v.t. 1. Being servant, 
servant’s status, master’s or mistress’s 
employ, (girl etc. goes end to, goes into, 
tries, is in, ~; take ~ with, become servant 
to; take into one’s ~, employ). 2. Depart¬ 
ment of royal or public employ or of 
work done to meet some general need, 
persons engaged in it, employment in it, 
(the fighting, or the, ~s, navy, army, & air 
force; the public ~s; the civil, covenanted, 
consular, secret, bus, railway, etc., ~; the 
preventive ~, coastguards, custom-house, 
etc. ;ison~, in active~, actually engaged 
in such employ; see ~, have experience 
esp. as soldier or sailor); (attrib.) of the 
kind issued to the ~ (the ~ rifle). 3. Per¬ 
son’s disposal or behalf (at your etc. ~, 
ready to obey orders or be used; J| on his, 
her, Majesty’s ~, abbr. O.H.M.S., frank 
stamped on official letters etc.). 4. What 
employee or subordinate is bound to, 
work done or doing of work on behalf of 
employer, benefit conferred on or exer¬ 
tion made on behalf of someone, expres¬ 
sion of willingness to confer or make 
these, (personal ~, feudal obligation of 
homage etc.; feudal, menial, willing, yeo- 

man(’s), ~; has a right to my ~; asks for my 
~s; will you do me a ~ ?; exaggerates his 
own ~s; has seen ~, been much used, 
shows signs of wear; my ~ to him, form of 
respectful message). 5. Use, assistance, 
(can I, will it, be of ~ to you?). 6. Litur¬ 
gical form or office appointed for use on 
some occasion, (whole proceedings, usu. 
including one such ~ or more, of) single 
meeting of congregation for worship, 
musical setting of all or several of the 
invariable parts of a liturgy adapted for 
such treatment, (the communion, burial, 
etc., ~; special~s; divine~ usu. without 
a, meeting for worship; holds four ~s 
every Sunday; are you going to ~ or the 

—’s ~, setting by particular com¬ 
poser; full ~, performed by choir with¬ 
out solos, also ~ with music wherever 
possible; plain ~, read or monotoned; ~- 
-book, book of offices of a Church, e.g. the 
Book of Common Prayer; church 1-~). 
7. Legal serving of or o/writ etc. (personal 
~, delivery with announcement of con¬ 
tents to person affected; ~ by publication, 
substitution, publishing of writ etc. by 
posting up or insertion in newspaper or 
by handing to neighbour etc. recognized 
as sufficient under some conditions; 
accept ~). 8. Set of dishes, plates, etc., 
required for serving meal (dinner, dessert, 
tea, etc., ~). 9. Set of trains, steamers, 
buses, etc., plying at stated times. 
10. (Single act of) serving in tennis 
etc., serve, manner of serving, person’s 
turn to serve, game in which one serves, 
(his ~ is weak, terrific; whose ~ is it?; he 
lost his ~; ~-line, marking limit short 
of which serve must fall). 11. Expert 
assistance or advice given to customers 
after sale by manufacturers or vendors 
of an article, e.g. a motor-car or wireless 
set (so ~ department, depot, station). 
12. ~ area, area round broadcasting 
station within which satisfactory recep¬ 
tion may be expected; ~ dress, ordinary 
uniform (opp. full dress); ~ fiat (in which 
domestic ~ and meals are provided by 
the management); || ~ hatch (through 
which dishes are passed to dining-room); 
~ pipe (conveying water or gas from the 
main to a building). 13. v.t. Maintain or 
repair (car etc.) after sale. [ME, f. OF, 
f. L servitium (senms slave)] 

serv'ice2, n. (Usu. —tree) European tree 
rare in England with leaves like those of 
mountain-ash, cream-coloured flowers, & 
small pear-shaped fruit (~-berry or ~) 
eaten when over-ripe. [orig. serves, pi. of 
obs. serve, OE syrfe, f. L sorbus sorb] 

serv'iceab|le (-sabl), a. Of use, useful, 
willing & able to render or capable of 
rendering service, (a ~le person, reminder, 
instrument); durable, suited for rough use 
or ordinary wear rather than for orna¬ 
ment. Hence~LY2adv.,~leNESSn. [ME, 
f. OF servisable (service1, -able)] 

sehviette', n. Table-napkin. [F] 
serv'ile (or -II), a. Of, being, a slave or 
slaves, slave-, (~ war, between revolted 
slaves & their owners; ~ class, labour; ~ 
letter, fig., having no other function than 
to indicate pronunciation of another, as 
e in manageable, saleable); as of a slave, 
slavish, cringing, mean-spirited, menial, 
completely dependent, (~ spirit, creature, 
submission, flattery, fear, imitation), so 
sehvil'iTY n.; ~ works (eccl.), menial or 
mechanical work forbidden on Sundays 
and major Church festivals. Hence~LY2 
adv. [ME, f. servilis (servus slave, -it)] 

Sdrv'ite, n. One of the order of ‘Servants 
of Blessed Mary’, [f. med. L Servilae 
f. L servus servant, see -ite’O)] 
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s€bv'Itor, n. Attendant, henchman, ser¬ 
vant, (arch., poet.); || (Oxf. Univ.; hist.) 
undergraduate assisted from college 
funds & performing menial duties in re¬ 
turn, whence ~ship n. [ME, f. OF f. LL 
(SERVE, -OR)] 

servitude, n. Slavery lit. or fig., sub¬ 
jection esp. involuntary to a master, 
bondage (penal ~); (law) subjection of 
tenement to an easement. [ME, f. OF 
f. L scrvitudinem (servus slave, -tude) ] 

sdrv'o-mot'or, n. Auxiliary motor, esp. 
one for operating the reversing gear of a 
large marine engine, [f. F servo-moteur 
(L servus slave)] 

ses'ame, n. Annual herbaceous tropical 
& subtropical plant with seeds used in 
various ways as food & yielding an oil 
used in salads & as laxative; its seeds; 
open ~, (w. ref. to Arabian-Nights tale) 
magical or mysterious means of com¬ 
manding access to what is usu. inacces¬ 
sible. [f. L f. Gk sesame] 

ses'amoid, a. & n. 1. Shaped like a 
sesame-seed, nodular, (esp. of small 
independent bones developed in tendons 
passing over angular structure, as the 
knee-pan & the navicular bone). 2. n. 
Such bone. [f. L f. Gk scsamoeides (prec., 
-OID)] 

ses'eli, n. Kinds of white-flowered 
umbelliferous perennial plants, [f. L f. 
Gk seselis, seseli, cf. cicely ] 

ses'qui-, L pref. (perh. f. semis-que & a 
half), = one & a half (~pedalis a foot & 
a half long), proportioned as 11:1 or 3:2 
(~alter), proportioned as n-t-1: n (~- 
tertius, ~quarlus, etc., in ratios 4:3, 5:4, 
etc.). Hence in E : 1. Chem. wds for com¬ 
pounds in which there are three equiva¬ 
lents of the named element to two others, 
as ~ox'idc, ~sulph'ide; ~bas'ic, (of salt) 
with three of base to two of acid. 2. 
Math, wds expressing ratios as above, 
r^al'teral 3 :2, ~ter'tial 4 : 3, '—quar'tcd, 
~quin'taZ, ~sex'tal, ~sep'timal, <-~octav'al, 
—non’at. 10:9. 3. Mus. wds in -a corre¬ 
sponding to the above & expressing 
intervals (~al'tera interval having ratio 
2:3, ~ter’lia 3:4, etc.). 4. Miscellaneous 
wds, as ~centcnn’ ial, (of) a one-hundred- 
-&-fiftieth anniversary; ~oceZZ'us (en- 
tom.), large spot with smaller one within 
it (also ~alter); ~pedal'ian, (of word) 11 ft 
long, cumbrous & pedantic; sesqulp'li- 
cale, in ratio of cube to square; ~Zcme, 
musical interval of 1| tone, 

sess. See cess. 

sess'Ile, a. (bot., zool.). (Of flower, leaf, 
eye, etc.) attached directly by the base 
without stalk or peduncle, [f. L sessilis 
(sedcre sess- sit, -il) ] 

se'ssion (-shn), n. 1. Being seated, sitting 
posture, (rare). 2. Being assembled esp. 
for transaction of deliberative or judicial 
business, single uninterrupted meeting 
for such purpose, period during which 
such meetings are held daily or at short 

or regular intervals, period (usu. one in a 
year) between meeting & prorogation of 
Parliament, (in ~, sitting or assembled 
for business, not keeping vacation; had 
a long ~, sat assembled a long time; 
autumn ~, resumption of ~ of Parliament 
occas. required by pressure of business 
after long adjournment in summer with¬ 
out prorogation); (esp. Sc. & U.S.) uni¬ 
versity term. 3. II quarter—-s; II brew- 

ster-sessions : || petty ~s, meeting of two 
or more justices of the peace for summary 
trying of certain offences; II Court of S'~, 
supreme civil court of Scotland; kirk—. 

Hence ~al (-shon-) a. (~a.Z order, Pari., 
valid only for, renewable each, ~). [ME, 
f. OF, or f. L sessio (prec., -ion)] 

ses'tdhce, sest^r'tius (-shits; pi. -ii), nn. 
Ancient-Roman silver (& later bronze) 
coin & money of account = i denarius or 
2i (later 4) asses, [f. L (-fits) orig. adj. 
with nummus coin = 21 (*semistertius 
half-third)] 

sester'tium (-shm), n. (pi. -ia). Ancient- 
- Roman money of account = 1000 ses¬ 
terces. [orig. gen. pi. of prec. after niillia 
thousands] 

sestet', n. = sextet; last six lines of 
sonnet, [f. It. sesletto (sesto f. L sextus 
sixth, -ET1)] 

sesti'na (-te-), n. Form of rhymed or un¬ 
rhymed poem with six stanzas of six 
lines & final triplet, each stanza having 
same words as the others ending its lines 
but in different order. [It. (prec., -ine4)] 

set1, v.t. & i. (set). I. General senses. 
1. Put, lay, stand (traps.), (usu. with adv. 
or advl phr.; ~ load or passenger down, 
status up, meat before person, flowers in 
water, one brick on another-, ~ foot, tread 
on-, ~ thing against another, balance, 
reckon as counterpoise or compensation; 
~ apart, reserve, separate; ~ aside, 
reserve, reject, disregard, annul; ~ by, 
reserve, save for future use; ~ stone out, 
lay it with edge projecting beyond one 
below; ~ person over others or thing, put 
in authority). 2. Apply (thing) to (~ pen 
to paper, bugle to one’s lips, spurs to horse; 
~ one’s hand, seal, to document, sign, 
seal; ~ one’s hand to task, begin; ~ fire 
to, kindle; ~ the axe to, begin to cut down 
or destroy; ~ one’s wits to question, try 
to solve; ~ one’s wits to another’s, argue 
with him; ~ shoulder to wheel). 3. 
Station, place ready, place or turn in 
right or specified position or direction, 
dispose suitably for use or action or 
display, (~ a or naut. the watch, put 
sentinels etc. in place; ~ chairs, for 
visitors etc.; ~ clock or watch, put hands 
to right time; ~ alarum, provide for its 
sounding at desired time; ~ hen, cause to 
sit on eggs; ~ eggs, place for hen to sit on; 
~ seed, plant, put in ground; quick~ ; ~ 
butterfly etc., arrange as specimen; ~ sail, 
hoist, also = start on voyage; ~ trap; ~ 
razor, give even edge to after grinding; 
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~ saw, give teeth alternate outward 
inclination; ~ table, lay for meal; ~ or ~ 
up type, arrange it in words etc.; ~ up 
book etc., put it in type; ~ close, wide, 
etc., print with small, large, spaces 
between words or letters; ~ out, ~ wide; 
~ one’s cap1 at). 4. Join, attach, fasten, 
fix, determine, decide, appoint, settle, 
establish, (~ leg, bone, joint, put parts 
into right relative position after fracture 
or dislocation, also by extension ~ frac¬ 
ture or dislocation', ~ eyes on, catch sight 
of; ~ diamond etc., insert in gold etc. as 
frame or foil; ~ stake in ground; close-~, 
with little interval; ~ one’s heart, mind, 
hopes, etc., on, long for, expect, be 
resolved to get; ~ one’s life on a chance 
etc. metaph. from gambling, risk it; ~ 
price on, announce salable value of; ~ 
person against another or a thing, fill 
with settled dislike for; ~ price on one’s 
life or head, offer specified reward for his 
killing; ~ store or much by, & ellipt. ~ by, 
estimate or value highly; ~ one’s face or 
oneself against, steadfastly oppose or dis¬ 
countenance ; ~ one’s teeth, clench them, 
esp. fig. = make up one’s mind inflexibly; 
often in p.p., = unmoving, fixed, as ~ 
smile, eyes, look, purpose; of ~ purpose, 
intentionally, deliberately; ~ time, pre¬ 
arranged; ~ scene, built up of more or 
less solid material; ~ piece in fireworks, 
built up on scaffolding; ~ forms of prayers 
etc., not extempore; ~ speech, composed 
beforehand; ~ fair, of weather, fine with¬ 
out sign of breaking; ~ on or upon, de¬ 
termined to get, absorbed in; batsman is 
~, has got his eye in). 5. Fix (hair) when 
damp so that it dries in waves. 6. Bring 
by placing, arranging, impelling, or other 
means, into specified state (~ things 
right, to rights, in order, in motion', ~ 
one’s house in order, often fig., introduce 
reforms; ~ question, person’s heart, at 
rest; ~ machine going, cask abroach', ~ 
person on his feet lit. & fig., box on its 
end; ~ one in the way, direct him; ~ one 
on his way, arch., go part way with him; 
~ one right, disabuse him of error, correct, 
often with implication of officiousness 
etc.; ~ one at ease, relieve his anxieties or 
bashfulness; ~ at liberty, ~ free, release; 
~ persons by the ears, at variance or 
loggerheads, produce quarrel; ~ cm fire, 
kindle; ~ Thames on fire1; ~ movement 
etc. on foot, start it; ~ table, company, 
etc., laughing or on or in a roar, stir 
laughter; ~ teeth on edge j) ; ~ at defiance, 
defy; ~ at naught, mock, disregard. 
7. Make sit down to task, order to apply 
energies to doing, cause to work, apply 
oneself to work, (~ him to dictation, wood- 
-chopping, work at his Greek', shall ~ to 
work now, begin; ~ oneself to do, make 
up one’s mind, resolve or undertake). 
8. Exhibit or arrange as pattern or as 
material to be dealt with (often w. ind. 
obj.; ~, ~ person, an example, task, prob¬ 
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lem, etc., to be followed, done, solved, by 
him; ~ the fashion, the pace, determine it 
by leading; ~ paper, draw up questions 
to bo answered by examinees; ~ the tem¬ 

perament in piano-tuning, arrange inter¬ 
vals of one octave as standard for the 
rest). 9. ~ (to music), provide (song, 
words) with music usu. composed for the 
purpose. 10. Make insertions in (surface) 
with (gold, field, sky, ~ with gems, daisies, 
stars; shall ~ top of wall with broken glass, 
this bed with geraniums). 11. Turn (i., 
rarely t.) to solid or hard or rigid from 
liquid or soft or mobile state, curdle, 
solidify, harden, take shape, develop 
(usu. intr.) into definiteness or maturity, 
(egg ~s, by cooking or incubation; hard- 

~; blossom ~s, forms into fruit; fruit ~s, 
develops out of blossom; tree~s, develops 
fruit; plaster of Paris ~s quickly ; the jelly, 
junket, has or is ~; when his body, 
character, has ~; thick~ ; over-exercise ~s 
a boy’s muscles prematurely, face ~s, 
takes hard expression; eyes ~, become 
motionless iu death, swoon, etc.). 12. 
Sink below horizon (sun, moon, ~s; the 
star of Home, his star, has or is ~, great¬ 
ness is departed). 13. (Of tide, current, 
etc., & transf. of feelings, customs, etc.) 
have motion, gather force, sweep along, 
show or feel tendency, (tide ~s in, out; 
current ~s strongly, eastwards; opinion is 
~llng against it; liis soul ~ to grief). 
14. (Of sporting dog) take rigid attitude 
indicating presence of game; (of dancers) 
take position facing partners (often ~ to 
partners). 15. (Of garment) adapt itself 
to figure, sit, well, badly, etc. 16. (In 
some games) fix the number of points to 
decide the game. 17. sharpII. Special 
senses with advv. & prepp. 1. ~ about, 
begin, take steps towards, (task, doing). 
2. ~ back, impede or reverse progress of, 
*(sl.) cost (person) so much. 3. ~ down, 
put in writing, attribute to, explain or 
describe to oneself as. 4. ~ forth, make 
known, declare, expound, adorn, begin 
journey or expedition. 5. ~ forward, 
assist progress of, begin going forward 
(arch.). 6. ~ in, arise, get vogue, become 
established, (reaction, rain, ~ in; it ~ in 
to rain). 7. ~ off, act as adornment or 
foil to, enhance, make more striking, 
start (person) laughing or talking on pet 
subject, begin journey. 8. ~ on adv., 
instigate, advance to the assault; ~ on 
prep., urge (dog etc.) to attack (person 
etc.), attack. 9. ~ out, embellish, demon¬ 
strate, exhibit, declare, begin journey. 
10. ~ to adv., begin doing something 
vigorously, esp. (usu. w. pi. subj.) fighting 
or arguing. 11. ~ up, develop figure of 
by physical training (esp. in p.p., as a 
well ~-up man), start (institution, busi- 
ness, one’s carriage, etc.), occasion 
(soreness etc.), establish (person) or pro¬ 
vide with means of establishment or 
establish oneself in some capacity (his 
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father. £500, ~ him up as a; tobacconist or 
in the tobacco trade; shall ~ v.p as a 
dentist), provide adequately in or with, 
some article («» ~ tip with novels for the 
winter), place (standard, notice, etc.) in 
view, begin uttering (protest, shriek, etc.) 
loudly, propound (theory), restore from 
ill-health or depression; ~ up for (colloq.), 
make pretensions to the character of (~s 
up for a scholar, moralist, etc.). 12. ~ 
upon, = ~ on prep. [OE settan, OS -inn, 
OHG sezzan, ON setja, Goth, satjan 
causal of Gmc *setjan (*sitjan) sit] 

set2, n. 1. Number of things or persons 
that belong together as essentially 
similar or as complementary to each 
other, group, clique, collection, (~ of 
studs, chairs, golf-clubs, fire-irons, lectures; 

~ of teeth, natural or artificial; a fine ~ of 
men, players, officers, etc.; dinner ~, 
dinner skevice 1; toilet ~, vessels of wash- 
hand-stand; the fast, best, racing, smart, 
literary, political, etc., ~, sections of 
society consorting together; ~ of quad¬ 
rilles or ~, figures that make up a 
quadrille; ~ of dancers or ~, number 
needed to make up square dance; a, the 
first, etc., ~ in tennis etc., group of games 
counting as unit to side that wins more 
than half the games in it; ~ point, state 
of a ~ in lawn tennis when one side needs 
only one more point to win it; ~ of 
exchange, first etc. of exchange1 col¬ 
lectively). 2. Slip or shoot for planting; 
vonng fruit just set. 3. Setting of sun or 
day (poet.). 4. Way current or wind or 
opinion etc. sets, drift or tendency of, (the 
~ of the current, public feeling, etc.; the 
~ of his mind is towards intolerance). 
5. Configuration, conformation, habitual 
posture, way head etc. is set on or carried, 
way dress etc. sits or flows, (usu. of-, the 
— of the hills, his head, the drapery); warp 
or bend or displacement caused by con¬ 
tinued pressure or position (has got a ~ to 
the rigid). 6. (Amount of) alternate defec¬ 
tion of saw-teeth. 7. Last coat of plaster 
on wall. 8. Timber frame supporting 
gallery etc. in coal-mine. 9. Amount of 
margin in type causing letters to be close 
or wide set. 10. Number of eggs in nest, 
or number laid before bird sits, clutch. 
11. Setter’s pointing in presence of game 
(often dead ~; make a dead ~ at, transf., 
attack esp. by argument or ridicule). 
12. II Badger’s burrow. 13. Granite 
paving-block. 14. Kinds of wrench & 
punch. 15. (Theatr.) set scene; (cinemat.) 
built-up scene. 16. Radio receiving 
apparatus. 17. ~-back, reversal or arrest 
of progress, relapse; —down, rebuff, snub; 

1—off, thing set off against another, thing 
of which the amount or effect may bo 
deducted from that of another of opposite 
tendency, counterpoise, counter-claim, 
tiling that embellishes, adornment to 
something, (archit.) sloping or horizontal 
member connecting lower and thicker 
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part of wall etc. with upper receding 
part; ~-out, commencement or start (esp. 
at the first —out), things set out, equip¬ 
ment, display of food or utensils or goods; 
•—to, combat esp. with fists; —up, erect¬ 
ness or carriage of body, (colloq., orig. 
U.S.) structure or arrangement of an 
organization etc. [sense 1 f. OF selte f. L 
secta sect; remainder f. prec.] 

seta'ceous (-shits), a. Bristly, having 
bristles, shaped like a bristle. Hence 
~iat2 adv. [f. L seta bristle, -aceous] 

setif'erous, seti'gerous, setose', aa. 
Having bristles. [L seta bristle, setiger, 
setosus, bristly, -ferous, -gerous, -ose1] 

set'on, n. (surg.). Skein of cotton or the 
like passed below skin and left with ends 
protruding to maintain an artificial Issue 
as counter-irritant etc. esp. in veterinary 
practice; —needle, for inserting ~. [f. 
med. L seto silk, app. f. L seta bristle, 
med. L also silk! 

set square, n. Draughtsman’s appliance 
consisting of a triangular plate of wood or 
metal or plastic witli angles of 90°, 60°, 
30°, or of 90°, 45°, 45°, for drawing lines at 
such angles, [p.p. of set1] 

sett. Arbitrary var. of set2 in some of its 
more technical senses. 

settee'1, n. Long seat variously con¬ 
structed to seat more than one person, 
esp. kind of double armchair or short sofa 
with ends alike for tete-d-tete. [perh. 
fanciful var. of settle1 ; see -ee] 

settee'2, n. Mediterranean sharp-prowed 
lateen-sailed vessel with two or three 
masts, [f. It. saettia (saetta f. L sagitta)] 

sett'er, n. In vbl senses; esp., breeds 
(English, Irish, Gordon, ~) of long-haired 
dog trained to stand rigid on scenting 
game; dog named from native habit of 
crouching on same occasion; —on, 
instigator, [set1, -er1] 

sStt'erwort (-dH), n. A plant, hear’s-foot 
or fetid hellebore. If. MLG siterwort etc.; 
first element of unkn. orig. ] 

sett'ing, n. In vbl senses; esp.; the musio 
of a song etc.; the metal or other frame 
in which a gem is set, (transf.) surround¬ 
ings of any object regarded as its frame¬ 
work or as accessories setting it off, en¬ 
vironment, (theatr.) way a play is put on 
the stage, scenery, properties, costumes, 
etc.; r^-board, on whicli entomological 
specimens are set; ~-box, in which ~- 
-boards are kept like shelves or drawers; 
—lotion, used to damp the hair before it 
is set; —needle, needle in wooden handle 
used in setting specimens; —rule, brass 
rule or steel plate with which type is kept 
temporarily in place as it is set up; '— 
-stick, used in setting type, [-ing1] 

set'tle1, n. Bench with high back & arms 
& often with chest from seat to floor. 
[OE sett, OHG sezzal, Goth, sitls f. Gmo 
*set- SIT] 

set'tle2, v.t. & i. 1. Establish or become 
established in more or less permanent 
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abode or place or way of life (often cUnvn), 
(cause to) sit down or down to stay for 
some time, cease from wandering or mo¬ 
tion or change or disturbance or turbi¬ 
dity (often down), bring to or attain fixity 
or composure or certainty or clarity or 
decision, determine, agree upon, decide, 
appoint, (he ~d detachments of Jews in 
Assyria; shall ~ in London, Australia', ~ 
feet in stirrups, plant’s root well down in 
ground, invalid among pillows, oneself in 
chair', ~ down to dinner, whist, reading, 
married life; ~d down to defensive play, 
a series of skirmishes; marry & — down; 
cannot ~ to work, to anything, of restless or 
excited or desultory person; bird ~s on 
tree, alights; stand beer to ~, get clear; let 
the excitement ~ down; things will soon ~ 
into shape', must get it ~d up, finally 
arranged; ~ coffee, soup, with while of egg, 
clarify; man, expression, of~d convictions, 
melancholy, order, stale, habitation, 
government, weather; a liqueur to ~ one’s 
dinner, facilitate digestion; ~ the day, fix 
date; ~ quarrel, question, doubts, the 
pattern of, waverers; what have you ~d on 
or ~d?; ~ the succession, determine who 
shall succeed; that ~s the matter or ques¬ 
tion, there is no more to he said; ~ one’s 
affairs, esp. before death by making will 
etc.). 2. Colonize, establish colonists in, 
~ as colonists in, people, (country); 
*thickly ~d (built-up) area. 3. Subside, 
(the solid matter soon ~s; soil, house, 
foundation, ~s, comes gradually to lower 
level; ship ~s, shows loss of buoyancy, 
begins to sink). 4. Deal effectually with, 
dispose or get rid of, do for, pay (bill), 
pay bill, (~ person, get rid of his im¬ 
portunity or obstruction by argument or 
conflict or killing; let us ~ up our accounts 
or ~ up, draw up & liquidate balance; ~ 
person’s hash2 or business; ~d, written 
on paid bill in acknowledging payment; 
will you ~ for me?, pay the bill; ~ with 
creditors, pay their bills or such proportion 
as they will agree to accept; II settling-day, 
esp. fortnightly account day at Stock Ex¬ 
change). 5. Bestow legally for life on 
(~d an annuity on him,; all his property 
on his wife; estate, held by tenant 
for life under specified conditions). IOE 
sedan f. sell (prec.)] 

sSt'tlement (-tlm-), n. In vbl senses; 
esp.: (law) conveyance of, or creation of 
estate(s) in, property to make provision 
for one or more beneficiaries differing 
from what would result from simple 
conveyance or statutory inheritance 
(marriage —, usu. made in favour of wife, 
her children, etc.); company of persons 
aiming at social reform who establish 
themselves in a poor district to live in 
intimate relations with the working 
class; newly settled tract of country, 
colony; subsidence of wall, house, etc.; 
Act of S~, statute of 1701 vesting crown 
in Sophia of Hanover & her heirs. [-mentJ 
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sett'ler, n. In vbl senses; esp.: one who 
settles in new colony, early colonist; 
(si.) decisive blow, argument, or event. 
[-ER 1 ] 

sett'lor, n. (law). One who makes a 
settlement esp. of property, [-os] 

set'wall (-awl), n. Kind of valerian 
formerly in medicinal use. [ME & AF 
zedewal — OF ciioual f. med. L *zedoalc, 
var. of zedoarium zkdoary ] 

sev'en, a. & n. 1. One more than six. 7, 
vii, VII, (often agreeing with understood 
n., as ~ of the men, — of them, — o’clock or 
~; one & ~, 1/7; ~ A? six, 7IQ; twenty—- or 
—-twenty, & so on to — & - ninety; was 
~ last birthday, years old ; one-&-~penny 
etc., costing 1/7 etc.; the ~ sage2s or 
wise men; the ~ sleepers, Christians who 
fell asleep in a cave while hiding from 
Decian persecution & woke 200 years 
later when Roman Empire was Christian; 
the ~ virtues, deadly sins, wonder’s 
of the world; ~-league boots, giving 
wearer power of going 7 leagues at each 
stride; seventy times ~, large indefinite 
number, w. ref. to Malt, xviii. 22); 
~-gills, kind of shark; hence ~fold a. & 
a.dv., ~teen' a. & n. (sweet ~teen, age of 
girlish beauty), ~teenTH'2 a. & n. 2. n. 
The number 7, the symbol 7, set of 7 
persons or things esp. 7-pipped card, 
(twice ~ is 14; make a large. ~; by ~s, in 
sets of 7; at sixes <£• ~s). [OE seofon, OS, 
OHG sibun, ON sjau, Goth, sibun f. Gmc 
*sebhun cogn. w. L seplem] 

sev'enth, a. & n. 1. Next after sixth (the, 
a, ~, often as n. with ellipse of n., esp. the 
~ = 7 th day of month; ~ day, Saturday 
in Quaker speech & with sects keeping 
Saturday instead of Sunday as sabbath 
(~-day, Sabbatarian; S~-day Adventists, 
a millenarian sect); in the ~ heaven, in 
the greatest happiness or satisfaction; 
~ part, one of 7 equal parts into which 
thing may be divided). 2. n. = ~ part; 
(mus:) interval of which the span involves 
7 alphabetical names of notes, harmonic 
combination of notes thus separated. 
[OE seofunda, ME sevende; ME sevenths 
f. prec. + -th2] 

sev'enthly, adv. Tn the 7th place (in enu¬ 
merations). [-LY2] 

sev'ently, a. & n. 1. Seven times ten, 70, 
lxx, LXX, (~y-one etc.., or one-&-~y etc.; 
^-y-first etc.; the ~y, the disciples of Luke 
x, also the sanhedrim, also the Septuagint 
translators); ~y-four (hist.), warship with 
74 g-uns; ~y-five, French 75 mm. gun, 
= soixantc-quinze; hence ~ieth a. & n. 
2. n. The number or symbol 70; the ~ies, 
years between 09 & SO in life or century. 
[OE -seofontig (seven, -ty2)] 

sev'er, v.t. & i. Separate, divide, part, 
disjoin, disunite, (t. & rarely i.;~ husband 
c£- wife, friends or friendship, rope, neck, 
connexion; sea ~s England & or from 
France; the rope ~ed under the strain); 
cut or break off, take away, (part) from 
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or from whole (~e<? his head, his head from 
his body; ~ oneseif from the Church); 
(law; of person in joint action) conduct 
case independently of the rest. Hence 
~able a., '—ance n. [ME, f. AF, OF 
severer f. pop. L *seperare f. L separare 
SEPARATE] 

sev'eral, a. & pron. 1. Separate, diverse, 
distinct, individual, respective, (all of us 
in mir ~ stations; each has his ~ ideal; 
tcent their ~ ways; indictment of three ~ 
counts; the ~ members of the Board; each 
~ ship sank her opponent; collective & ~ 
responsibility, of persons as a body & as 
individuals; joint & ~ feorad etc., signed 
by more than one person, of w7hom each 
is liable for whole sum; ~ estate, not 
shared with others), whence ~ly2 adv.; 
a few, more than two but not many, 
{have called ~ times-, myself & ~ others). 
2. pron. A moderate number, more than 
two but not many, of the previously 
mentioned or implied persons or things 
(~ of you have seen him; went mushroom- 
-huntino & found ~). [ME, f. AF, f. med. 
L separalis (L separ separate, -al)] 

sev'eralty, n. individual or unshared 
tenure of estate etc. (usu. in ~). [ME, f. 
AF severalte (as prec., -ty1)] 

severe', a. [-er, -est). 1. Austere, strict, 
harsh, rigorous, unsparing, (~ look, disci¬ 
pline, critic, master, sentence, inspection, 
self-control; ~ upon, hard on). 2. Vio¬ 
lent, vehement, extreme, (~ weather, very 
cold or stormy; a ~ winter; ~ attack of 
gout). 3. Trying, making great demands 
on endurance, energy, skill, or other 
quality, (~ test, pain, competition, require¬ 
ments). 4. Unadorned, stripped of all 
that is unessential, without redundance, 
restrained, terse, (~ architecture, beauty, 
simplicity, style). 5. Sarcastic or satirical 
(~ remarks-, you are pleased to be ~). 
Hence or cogn. ~ly2 (-rli) adv. (leave or 
let ~ly alone, abstain from dealing with 
as mark of disapproval, also joc. avoid 
meddling wdth as too formidable or 
difficult), seve'riTY n. (w. pi. = ~ treat¬ 
ment). [F, or f. L severus] 

sev'ery, n. (archit.). Compartment of 
vaulted celing. [f. AF "civorie, OF 
civoire ciborium] 

Seville o'range (-inj), n. The bitter 
orange, used for marmalade. [Seville, in 
Spain ] 

Sevres (see Ap.), n. Porcelain made at ~. 
sew (so), v.t. & i. (p.p. sewn, sewed, pr. 
son, sod). Fasten (material, pieces) by 
passing thread again & again through 
holes mado with threaded needle or with 
awl etc. (~ cloth, calico, leather, pieces 
together, sheets of book), whence ~'ing 1 (5) 
(sol-) n.; make by ~ing (~ seam, pleat, 
shirt, book, boot, buttonhole); fasten on or 
in, attach, by ~ing (~ on a button; can 
you~ buttons?; ~ in a patch, band, gusset, 
rib, etc.); close up (hole, rent, wound, 
bag) by ~ing; enclose, fasten up, by 
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~ing receptacle (~ up money in a bag; ~ 
money into one’s belt); ~ one up, si., 
utterly exhaust, (esp. in p.p.) intoxicate; 
use needle & thread or ~ing-machine; 
^ing-machine, apparatus in which needle 
is worked mechanically by crank or 
treadle; ~ing-press, apparatus for ~ing 
books. Hence --'er1 [-er1] [so'er) n. 
[OE si(o)wan, OHO siuiven, ON syja, 
Goth, siujan f. Gmc "simian cogn. w. L 
suere] 

sew'age, n., & v.t. 1. Matter conveyed 
in sewers; —farm, on which ~ is used as 
manure, esp. one that utilizes & disposes 
of a town’s ~; ~-grass, grown on ~d 
land. 2. v.t. Manure with ~. [formed f. 
sewer3 by change of (supposed) -er1 to 
-AGE] 

seweli'el, n. Small burrowing rodent of 
the W. coast of U.S. [Ainer.-Ind.] 

sewer1. See sew. 
sew'er2, n. (hist.). Person who set out 
table, placed guests, carried & tasted 
dishes, etc. [ME, f. AF asseour f. OF 
asseoir to seat, set, f. L As[sidere=sedere 
sit) sit beside] 

sew'er3, n., & v.t. 1. Conduit or channel 
usu. covered over for carrying oil the 
drainage & excrementitious matter of a 
town, public drain; ~-firas, foul air of ~s; 
~ rat, common brown or Norway rat; 
hence ~age(1) n. 2. v.t. Drain, provide, 
with ~s. [ME, f. AF, ONF se(u)wiere 
channel to carry off overflow from a 
fishpond f. L *Exaquaria (aqua water, 
-ARY1); Cf. EWER] 

sew'in, -en, n. Kind of bulltrout, [orig. 
obsc. ] 

sewn. See sew. 
sex, n. Being male or female or herma¬ 
phrodite (what is its ~ does not matter; 
■without distinction of age or ~), whence 
~'less a., ~'lessNESS n., ~'y2 a., im¬ 
moderately concerned with ~; males or 
females collectively [all ranks & both ; 
the fair, gentle, softer, weaker, ~, & joc. the 

women; the sterner ~, men; is the 
fairest of her ~); (attrib.) arising from 
difference, or consciousness, of ~ (~ an¬ 
tagonism, ~ instinct, ~ urge)-, ~ appeal, 
attractiveness arising from difference of 
~. [f. L sexus -us; partly thr. F] 

sex-, also occas. sex|i-, comb, forms 
of L sex six, in derivatives of L 
compds & in mod. formations: ~'angle, 
hexagon; ~ang'ular(ly), hexagonal(ly); 
~centen'ary [or -sG-) a. & n., of 600, 600- 
-year, 600th anniversary; ~di'gitate, six- 
- fingered ;~enni'al[ly), lasting, (occurring) 
once in, six years; ~'ifid (hot.), cleft in 6 ; 
~'/oiZ, 6-lobed figure in architectural or 
other decoration, also 6-leaved plant; 
~isyllab'ic, ~isyll’able, (word) of 6 sylla¬ 
bles ; ~ [i)val'ent (chem.), combining wdth 
6 atoms of hydrogen, having 6 combining 
equivalents ; ~part'ite, divided in 6. 

sexagenarian, a. & n. (Person) between 
59 & 70. [L sexagenarius (foil.), -ax] 
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sexagen'ary, a. Of 60, going by sixties, 
[f. L sexagenarius (sexageni 60 each f. 
sexaginta 60, -ary1)] 

Sexages'ima, n. (Also ~ Sunday) Sun¬ 
day before Quinquagesima. [ME (-imc), 
f. L, fem. adj. = 60th (day), prob. named 
loosely as preceding quinquagesima] 

sexagesimal, a. & n. Sixtieth, of 60, pro¬ 
ceeding by sixties, (~ fractions, or ~s n., 
with denominators proceeding in ratio of 
60 as in the divisions of the circle & hour). 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. med. L sexagesimal^ 
f. L sexagesimus 60th (sexaginta 60), -al] 

sexill'ion (-lyon), n. II 6th power of a 
million, 1 with 36 ciphers; *7th power of 
a thousand, 1 with 21 ciphers, [f. sex-, 

after million ] 
sext, sexte, n. (eccl.). The office of the 
6th hour, recited at noon. [ME, f. fem. 
sexta (hora hour) of L sexlus sixth] 

sex'tain, n. = sestina. [perh. alt. f. obs. 
F sestine, after quatrain, sixain] 

sex'tan, a. (Of fever etc.) recurring every 
fifth (by inclusive reckoning sixth) day. 
[f. mod. L sextana (febris fever) f. sextus 
sixth, -AN] 

cex'tant, n. Sixth part of circle (obs.); 
instrument used in navigation and sur¬ 
veying for measuring the angular distance 
of objects by means of reflection, [f. L 
sextans -ntis sixth part (sextos sixth, 
-ANT)] 

sextet(te)', n. (Musical work for) 6 voices, 
singers, instruments, or players, in com¬ 
bination; (transf.) any set of 6. [alt. of 
sestet after L sex six] 

sextill'ion (-lyon), n. = sexillion. [F, f. 
L sex six, after septillion] 

sex'to, n. (pi. ~s). Book formed by fold¬ 
ing sheets in six. [f. L sextus sixth, as 
QUARTO ] 

sextode'cimS, n. (cibbr. 16mo, usu. read 
sixteenmo). Sheet of paper folded in 16 
leaves; this way of folding (in ~); book 
made by folding thus. [orig. in ~ L (in6, 

sextus decimus 16th)] 
sex'ton, n. Officer charged with care of 
church & churchyard, & often with duties 
of parish clerk & grave-digger; ~ beetle, 
kinds that bury carrion to serve as nidus 
for eggs. [ME segerstane f. AF segerslaine, 
OF segrestein f. med. L sacristanus sacris¬ 

tan] 

sex'tuple, a. & n., & v.t. & i. Sixfold 
(amount); (vb) multiply by 6. [f. med. L 
sexluplus, irreg. f. L sex six, after LL 
quintuplus QUINTUPLE] 

II sex'tus. See primus1. 

sex'ual (or -kshdb-), a. Of sex, a sex, or 
the sexes (~ organs, genitals; ~ inter¬ 
course or commerce, copulation; ~ affinity, 
mutual attraction of two individuals of 
opposite sexes; ~ selection ; ~ appetite, 
indulgence, for, in, ~ intercourse); (bot.; 
of classification) based on the distinction 
of sexes in plants, whence ~ist(2) n. 
Hence ~ity (-al-) n., ~ly2 adv. [f. LB 
sexualis (SEX, -al)] 

sex'ualiz|e (or -kshdb-), -isle (-iz), v.t. 
Attribute sex to. Hence~a'tion n. [-ize] 

sforz&n'do (-ts-), mus. direction. With 
sudden emphasis. [It.] 

sfuma'to (-oomah-), a. (paint.). With in¬ 
distinct outlines. [It., fit. smoked] 

shabb'ly, a. Scurvy, contemptible, paltry, 
dishonourable, (played me a ~j/ trick); 
close-fisted, mean; worn, threadbare, 
dilapidated, seedy, in bad repair or 
condition; ~y-genteel, retaining traces 
of better days, attempting to keep up 
appearances. Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~iness 

n., ~yisn1(2) a. [f. (now dial.) shab f. OE 
sceabb (Gmc *skabh- shave) +-y2; cf. 
scab ] 

shab'rack, n. Cavalry saddlecloth, [f. G 
schabracke of E.-Europ. orig.] 

shack, n. Rough hut. [orig. unkn.] 
shac'kle, n., & v.t. 1. Metal loop or 
staple, bow of padlock, link closed by 
bolt for connecting chains etc., coupling 
link; long link joining pair of wrist or 
ankle rings, (pi.) fetters, impediments, or 
restraints {the ~s of convention); kind of 
insulator for telegraph wires; -—bolt, for 
closing ~, also holt with ~ at its end; ~- 
-joinl, in some fishes, formed by bony ring 
passing through hole in other bone. 
2. v.t. Fetter, impede, trammel. [OE 
sceacul, fetter, corresp. to LG schake, 
schakel link, coupling] 

shad, n. Kinds of anadromous deep- 
-bodied fish, of which the American or 
white ~ is much esteemed as food. [OE 
sccadd, of unkn. orig.] 

shadd'oek, n. (Fruit, sometimes weigh¬ 
ing 15 lb., of) orig. Malayan & Polynesian 
tree of orange kind. [S~, introducer to 
W. Indies] 

shade1, n. 1. Comparative darkness (& 
usu. coolness) caused by interception of 
light (& usu. heat) rays; (fig.) comparative 
obscurity (throw into the ~, outshine). 
2. (Often pi.) place sheltered from sun, 
cool or sequestered retreat; (pi.) wine 
vaults; (pi.) darkness of night or evening. 
3. Darker part of picture (without light & 
~, of paintings, also fig. of descriptions 
or characters, monotonous, uniformly 
glaring or sombre). 4. A colour esp. with 
regard to its depth or as distinguished 
from one nearly like it, gradation of 
colour, material so coloured, (in all ~s of 
purple; I want the same colour in a lighter 
~; all the neicesl ~s in stock; also fig., as 
people of all ~s of opinion, delicate 
of meaning). 5. Slight difference, small 
amount, (am a~ belter today). 6. Unsub¬ 
stantial or unreal thing (is the shadow of a 
~, delusive). 7. Soul after death (spoke 
with the ~ of Homer; went down to the ~s, 
died, visited Hades; of Priscian etc.!, 
exclamation at grammatical blunder etc., 
that would have outraged person in¬ 
voked). 8. Screen excluding or moder¬ 
ating fight, heat, etc. (usu. in comb., as 
SUN, candle, lamp, -~), eye-shield, glass 
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cover for object; ’window-blind. Hence 
'-■'less (-dl-) a. [ME schade f. OE sceadu, 
OS scado, OHG scaio, Goth, skadus f. 
Gmc *skadhw- cogn. w. Gk skotos; see 
SHADOW] 

shade2, v.t. & i. 1. Screen from excessive 
light (~d his eyes with his hand; trees ~ 
the street). 2. Cover, keep off, or moderate 
power of (luminous object, light) with 
or as intervening object. 3. Make dark 
or gloomy (a sullen look ~d his face). 4. 
(In drawing) darken (parts of object repre¬ 
sented) esp. with parallel pencil lines to 
give effects of light & shade or gradations 
of colour, whence shad'iNG1(6) n. 5. (Of 
colour or light, & fig. of opinion, practice, 
etc.) pass off by degrees into (or into) 
other colour or variety, make (colour etc.) 
pass thus into another. 6. Modify pitch 
of (organ-pipe). [ME, f. prec.] 

shadoof', n. Pole with bucket & counter¬ 
poise used esp. in Egypt for raising water, 
[f. Arab, shdduf ] 

shad'ow1 (-do), n. 1. Shade (sitting in the 
~; the ~ of deoih is on his face; valley of 
the ~ of death; the ~s of night; under the 
~ of misfortune); dark part of picture, 
room, etc. 2. Patch of shade, dark figure 
projected by body that intercepts light 
rays, this regarded as person’s or thing’s 
appendage (may your ~ never grow less !); 
(fig.) one’s inseparable attendant or com¬ 
panion. 3. Reflected image. 4. Type, 
faint representation, adumbration, pre¬ 
monition (coming events cast their ~s 
before). 5. Slightest trace (without a~ of 
doubt). 6. Unsubstantial or unreal thing 
or counterfeit (what ~s v;c are!; catch at 
’—s; having only the ~ of freedom); phan¬ 
tom, ghost, (is but the ~ of his former self; 
worn, to a ~ ; a territAe ~ with uplifted hand). 
7. Privacy, obscurity, (content to live in 
the ~). 8. Shelter, protection, (under the 
~ of the Almighty). 9. ~-boxing (against 
imaginary opponent as form of training); 
II~ cabinet; ~ factory, one planned or 
built for possible reserve production 
against the emergency of war; —stitch, 
kind of ladder-work in lace-making. 
Hence ~less (-61-), ~Y2 (-61), aa., ~iness 
(-6I-) n. [repr. OE scead(u)we, obi. case of 
sceadu shade 1 ] 

shad'ow2 (-do), v.t. Overspread with 
shadow (chiefly poet..); set forth dimly, in 
outline, allegorically, or prophetically; 
dog, secretly watch all movements of. 
[ME, f. prec.] 

shad'ly, a. Giving, situated in, shade; (of 
actions, conduct, etc.) shunning the light, 
disreputable, of dubious honesty; on the 
~y side of forty etc., more than. Hence 
~Ily2 adv., ~Iness n. [-Y2] 

shaft ( ah-), n. 1. (Slender pole of) lance 
or spear. 2. Long-bow arrow (often 
cloth-yard also fig., as ~s of satire, 
ridicule, envy). 3. Ray of light, bolt or 
stroke of lightning. 4. Stem, stalk, 
column between base & capital, one of 

group of clustered columns, spire, part of 
chimney above roof, rib of feather, part 
more or less long & narrow & straight 
supporting or connecting part(s) of greater 
thickness etc. 5. (mech.). Large axle, 
revolving bar transferring force by belts 
or cogs, whence —'ino1 (3, 0) n. 6. Handle 
of tool etc. 7. One of pair of bars between 
which horse of vehicle is harnessed (~- 
■horse, so placed, opp. leader in tandem). 
8. Vertical or inclined excavation giving 
access to mine; tunnel of blast-furnace; 
(also ventilating ~) upward vent for 
smoke or bad air from tunnel, drain, etc. 
[OE sceaft, OS shaft, OHG scafl, ON ska-pi 
f. Gmc * shaft-; cf. L sea-pus] 

shag1, n. 1. Rough growth or mass of 
hair etc., whence ~g'ED2 (-gid) a. (rare); 
(arch.) long-napped rough cloth. 2. 
Coarse kind of cut tobacco. [OE sceacga, 
cogn. w. ON skcgg beard, OE sceaga 
coppice, shaw ; f. Gmc *skag-] 

shag2, n. Crested cormorant, [prob. f. 
prec. 1 

•shag'bdhk, n. The white hickory. 
[SHAG1] 

shagg'ly (-g-), a. Hairy, rough-haired; 
(of ham) coarse, wildly abundant, un¬ 
kempt; (of land etc.) overgrown with 
forest or rough vegetation; (of trees etc.) 
with rough branches or twigs; (bot., 
biol.) villous; ~ dog (long rambling would- 
-be funny) story. Hence~iLY2 adv.,~iNESS 
n., (-g-). [-Y2] 

shagreen', n. Kind of untanned leather 
with artificially granulated surface made 
from skin of horse, ass, camel, etc., & usu. 
dyed green; shark-skin rough with natu¬ 
ral papillae used for rasping & polishing, 
[var. of CHAGRIN] 

shah, n. King of Persia, padishah. [Pers., 
■= ruler; cf. check1] 

shake1, v.t. & i. (shook, shaken). 1. Move 
(thing, person) violently or quickly up & 
down or to & fro with the hand(s) etc. 
(like a terrier shaking a rat; deserves a 
good shak'iNG1(l) n.; ~ hands, ~ one by 
the hand, clasp right hands with or with¬ 
out shaking at meeting or parting, in 
reconciliation or congratulation, or over 
concluded bargain; ~ a mat). 2. (Make) 
tremble or rock or quiver or vibrate or 
wave, jolt, jar, brandish, (~ the house; 
the earth shook; hand ~s, is unsteady; 
~ one’s fist, stick, etc., in person’s face or 
at, tlireaten with fist etc.; ~ a LEG; ~ 
one’s head, move it from side to side in 
refusal, denial, disapproval, or concern 
over or at or abs.; ~ with fear, cold, etc., 
tremble violently; ~ in one’s shoes, 
tremble with apprehension). 3. Agitate, 
shock, disturb, (icas much ~n by, with, at, 
the news; ~ him end of his lethargy; shook 
my composure); (colloq.) upset composure 
of (person). 4. Weaken, impair, make 
less convincing or firm or stable or 
courageous, (the firm’s credit was ~n; 
shook the witness’s evidence; his faith in 
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Providence teas greatly ~n; the ranks were 
<~m but not broken). 5. (Of voice, musical 
note, singer, etc.) make tremulous sounds, 
change pitch or power with rapid alterna¬ 
tions, trill, (his voice shook with emotion; 
must learn to ~). 6. (imperat.; colloq., 
chiefly U.S.).~ hands. 7down, fetch or 
send down by shaking (fruit from tree; 
straw or blankets etc. on floor for bed, 
whence ~'down n.; grain etc. in vessel 
into least compass), (intr.) become com¬ 
pact, get comfortably settled or into 
harmony with associates or circum¬ 
stances (~down cruise of new ship, made 
to rim in the engines and accustom the 
crew to the ship); ~ off, get rid of (dust 
etc., & fig. undesirable companion or 
worry) by shaking (~ off the dust1 from 
one’s feet); ~ out, empty (vessel, garment, 
etc.) of contents or dust, (contents) from 
vessel etc., spread or open (sail, flag, 
reef); ~ up, mix (ingredients), restore 
(pillow etc.) to shape, by shaking, rouse 
from stagnant or lethargic or convention- 
-ridden state. Hence shak'ABLE a. [OE 
scacan, = OS skakan, ON skaka f. Gmc 
*skakan] 

shake2, n. 1. Shaking or being shaken (see 
prec.; with a ~ of the head; give it, had, 
a ~; all of a ~, trembling; the ~s, ague); 
jolt, jerk, shock. 2. *A glass of milk, or 
milk and egg, flavoured and shaken up 
(short for milk-~). 3. Trill, quick alterna¬ 
tion of two notes with voice or on instru¬ 
ment. 4. Moment (in two etc. ~s of a 
lamb's tail etc. or ~s, very quickly, in no 
time; in a brace of~s). 5. Crack in grow¬ 
ing timber. 6. (si.). Is no great ~s, not 
very good or efficient. 7. ~-out (St. 
Exch.), crisis in which weaker speculators 
are driven out of market; —up, shaking 
or being shaken up. [f. prec. ] 

l shak'er, n. In vbl senses; also (S~) mem¬ 
ber of religious sect founded in Man¬ 
chester, & still existing in U.S., holding 
that Christ’s second coming has taken 
place (named from religious dances), 
whence Shak'erESS1, Shak'criSJi(3), nn. 
[-ER1] 

iShak(e)spe(a)r'i]an (-kspet-), a. & n. (In 
the style) of Shakespeare; (n.) student of 
Shakespeare. So ~an'a n. pi. [-lan] 

ishak'o, n. (pi. ~s). Form of military hat, 
more or less cylindrical with peak & up¬ 
right plume or tuft. [f. Magyar esakd ] 

ishak'ly, a. Unsteady, apt to shake, 
trembling, unsound, infirm, unreliable, 
tottering, wavering, (a ~y hand, table, old 
man, house; ~y credit, voters, courage; 
feel, look, ~y). Hence ~ily2 adv., ~iNESS 
n. t-Y2] 

shale, n. Kinds of clayey stone splitting 
readily into thin plates & resembling slato 
but softer & less solid; ~-oil, kind of 
naphtha got from bituminous ~. Hence 
shal'y2 a. [perh. = dial, shale scale f. OE 
scealu cogn. w. ON skal SCALE2] 

shall (unstressed shal, 6hl), v. aux. (pres. 

I, he, we, you, they, ~, thou shall; past & 
condit. I, he, we, you, they, shoidd pr. 
shdbd, thou shouldst pr. shdbdst, or 
shouldest pr. shdbd'Ist; neg. forms shall 
not or shan't pr. -ah-, should not or 
shouldn't; no other parts used). ~ & 
should are used: 1 in first person (the 
others having will, would) to form a plain 
future or conditional statement or ques¬ 
tion (we~ hear about it tomorrow; I should 
have been killed if I had let go; ~ I hear 
from you soon?); 2 in 2nd & 3rd persons 
(1st having will, would) to form a future 
or conditional statement expressing 
speaker’s will or intention (you ~ not 
catch me again; he should not have gone if 
I could have prevented it); 3 alternatively 
udth will, would, in sentences of tvpe 1 
changed in reporting from 1st to other 
person (he says or said, you say or said, 
that he, you, ~ or shoidd never manage it; 
now more usu. will, would) or from other 
person to 1st (he says I ~ or will never 
manage it, reporting you will never; will 
now rare); 4 in reporting sentences of 
type 2 that contained ~ or should (you 
promised I, he, should not catch you at it 
again); 5 in 2nd-person questions corre¬ 
sponding to type 1, by attraction to ex¬ 
pected answer (~ you be going to church?); 
6 in any person to form statements or 
questions involving the notions of com¬ 
mand & future or conditional duty, 
obligation, etc. (thou shalt not steal; I, you, 
he, should really have been more careful; 
~7, he, open the door?; why should I, you, 
he, obey?); 7 in all persons to form con¬ 
ditional protasis or indefinite clause (if, 
when, we ~ be defeated or defeat ~ overtake 
us; any one who should say; if you should 
happen to be there; & with inversion 
should I, you, he, be there, it would be 
talked about); 8 alternatively with may, 
might, in all persons in final clauses (to the 
end that I, you, he ~ or should not be able); 
9 in some miscellaneous idioms (it 
should seem, it seems; you ~ find, arch., 
be sure you will find; it is surprising 
etc. that I, you, he, should be or have 
been so foolish). [OE sceal, OHG seal, sal, 
OS, ON, Goth, skat, a preterite-present vb 
f. Gmc *skal-, *slcul- owe] 

shalloon', n. Light cloth for coat-finings 
& women’s dresses. [f. Chdlons in 
France ] 

shall'op, n. Light open boat. [f. F 
chaloupe sloop] 

shal(l)ot', n. Plant of onion kind with 
cloves like, but of milder flavour than, 
those of garlic, [aphetic f. 18th c. eschalot 
f. F esclialotte alt. of eschaloigne (scal¬ 

lion) f. L ascalonia f. Ascalon in Palestine ] 
shall'ow (-6), a. ('~er, ~cst), n., & v.i. & t. 

1. Of littlo depth (fit. & fig.; ~ water, a ~ 
stream, dish; a ~ mind, argument, love, 
man, superficial, trivial; so ~-brained, 
-hearted, -paled); hence ~LY2 adv., ~Ness 

n. 2. n. ~ place, shoal. 3. vb. Become 
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~er, make [15th c. schalowe, prob. 
rel. to schald, OE sceald SHOAL1] 

shalt. See shall. 

sham, v.t. & i. (-mm-), n., & a. 1. Feign, 
simulate, (~ illness, sleep, a faint, fear-, is 
only riming); pretend to be (~med ill, 
dead, asleep); hence ^iti'er1 n. 2. n. Im¬ 
posture, pretence, humbug, (this age of 
~s); person or thing pretending or pre¬ 
tended to be something that he or it is 
not; (also sheet, pillow, —) embroidered 
linen laid on bed in day for show. 3. adj. 
Pretended, counterfeit, (~ fight, imita¬ 
tion battle for training troops; ~ plea etc. 
in law, advanced only to gain time). 
[17th-c. si. of obsc. orig. ] 

Sham'anism, n. Religion of Siberian 
tribes involving belief in secondary gods 
& in power of shamans or priests to in¬ 
fluence these, [f. G schamane of Mongol 
origin, -ism] 

sham'blle, v.i., & n. I. Walk or run in 
shuffling cr awkward or decrepit way 
(~ing gait, of person who ~es). 2. n. ~ing 
gait. [prob. f. shamble adj. straddling, 
wry, peril, f. shamble bench (see foil.) w. 
ref. to straddling trestles] 

sham'bles ( lz), n. pi. (often w. sing, 
constr.). Butchers’ slaughter-house; 
scene of carnage (the place became a ~); 
(loosely, esp. in journalistic use) mess, 
muddle (with no implication of blood or 
death), [pi. of shamble stool, stall, OE 
sc(e)amel, OS skamel, OHG scamel f. WG 
f. L scamellum dim. of scamnvm bench ] 

shame1, n. 1. Feeling of humiliation 
excited by consciousness of guilt or 
shortcoming, of having made oneself 
or been made ridiculous, or of having 
offended against propriety, modesty, or 
decency, (flushed with ~ ; begin with ~ to 
take the lowest room). 2. Restraint im¬ 
posed by, desire to avoid, such humilia¬ 
tion (for ~ /, appeal to person not to 
disregard or reproof for disregarding this; 
cannot do it for very ~ ; is quite without or 
lost to~), whence ~'less (-ml-) a.,~'less- 
ly2 adv., ~'lessNESs n. 3. State of 
disgrace or ignominy or discredit (~ on 
you.'; put one to ~, disgrace him esp. by 
exhibiting superior qualities etc.), person 
or thing that brings disgrace (is a~ to his 
parents; xoould think ~ to do it; is a sin <P 
a ~), whence ~'ful (-mf-) a., ~'fulLY2 
adv., ~'fulNESS n [OE sc(e)amu, OS 
skama, OHG scama, ON skomm f. Gmc 
*skamo] 

shame2, v.i. Sc t. Be ashamed, refuse from 
shame, to (arch.; usu. with negative, as he 
~d not to say); bring shame on, be a shame 
to, make ashamed; put (superior) to the 
blush by outdoing (a dog's fidelity ~s us); 
Righten by shame into or out of doing, 
conduct, etc. [OE sc(e)amian, Goth, 
skaman (prec.)] 

shame'faced (-ainfast), a. Bashful, shy; 
(poet., of virtue, flowers, etc.) modest, 
retiring, inconspicuous. Hence ~ly2 

shape 

adv.,~NESS n., (-amfasld-, -ast-). [16th c. 
etym. misinterpretation of sliamefast f. 
OE sceamu shame 1 +fsest fast3] 

shamm/y, sham'oy, n. = chamois(2). 

shampoo', v.t., & n. 1. Subject (body 
etc.) to kneading or massage after hot 
bath (orig. sense, now rare); lather, wash, 
& rub (head, hair). 2. n. A ~ing of the 
head; dry ~, alcoholic saponaceous pre¬ 
paration for cleaning the hair, powder 
for similar purpose, ~ing with these, 
[prob. f. Hind, shampo, imper. oishampna 
to press] 

sham'rock, n. Kinds of trefoil or clover 
serving as national emblem of Ireland (cf. 
rose, thistle, leek), [f. Ir. seamrog tre¬ 
foil, dim. of seamar clover ] 

shan'drydan, n. Light two-wheeled 
cart; old rickety vehicle, [orig. unkn. ] 

shan'dy(gaff), n. Mixed drink of beer & 
ginger-beer or lemonade, [orig. unkn.] 

shanghai' ( hi), v.t. (naut. si.). Drug &' 
ship as sailor while unconscious. [<S~ 
in China] 

shank, n., & v.i. & 1.1. Leg (S~s’s mare, 
one’s own legs as opp. riding etc.); leg 
from knee to ankle; shin-bone; upright 
part of bird’s foot; footstalk of flower; 
II leg of stocking; shaft of pillar etc., shaft 
of tool between head etc. & handle, stem 
of key, spoon, anchor, etc., straight part 
of fish-hook, narrow middle of boot-sole; 
hence (-)~ed2 (-kt) a. 2. vb. ~ off, (of 
flowers) fall off by decay of ~; (golf) 
strike (ball) with heel of club. [OE 
sc(e)anca (WG *skanlc-) cogn. w. MHG 
schenkel, OHG scinko thigh (G schinken 
ham)] 

shann'y, n. Oblong olive-green European 
sea-fish, the smooth blenny. [also (18th 
c.) shan; orig. unkn. ] 

shan’t. See shall. 

shan'tung', n. A soft undressed Chinese 
silk (usu. undyed). f.S'~, Chin, province] 

shan'ty1, n. Hut, cabin, mean dwelling, 
[f. Canad.-F chantier log hut f. F = work¬ 
shop] 

shan'ty2, n. Sailor’s song (with alternat¬ 
ing solo by ~man, Sc chorus) in heaving, 
[perh. a corrupt, of F chantez, imperat. 
pi. of chanter chant] 

shape1, v.t. & i. (p.p. ~d, arch. ~n). 
Create, form, construct; model, mould, 
fashion, bring into desired or definite 
figure or form (p.p., having such figure, 
as like a pear); adapt, make conform, 
to; plan, devise; direct, aim, (one’s 
course etc.); frame mentally, imagine, 
call up image of; assume form, develop 
into shape, give signs of future shape 
(~s well, is promising). Hence shap'ABLE 

a. [OE scieppan, OS sceppian, Goth. 
gaskapjan create, f. Gmc *skapjan; shape 
is a new ME form after the p.p. ] 

shape2, n. 1. Configuration, form, total 
effect produced by thing’s outlines, 
(spherical in ~; has the ~ of a boat). 
2. Appearance, guise, (monster in human 
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~). 3. Concrete presentment, embodi¬ 
ment, (intention took ~ in action; showed 
me politeness in the ~ of an invitation). 
4. Kind, description, sort, (made no over¬ 
tures in any ~ or form). 5. Symmetrical 
or definite form, orderly arrangement, 
proper condition, {get one’s ideas into ~; 
lick into ~ ; ffive ~ <o), whence ~'less 
(-pi-) a., ~'lessLY2 adv., ~'lessNESS n. 
6. Person considered as impressing the 
sight, & esp. as indistinctly seen or 
imagined, apparition, ghost, (a ~ loomed 
through the mist; a grim mysterious ~ 
stalked towards me). 7. Pattern for work¬ 
man etc., mould for shaping hats etc.; 
jelly, blancmange, etc. shaped in mould; 
padding worn by actor. Hence (-)shap- 
el>2 <-pt) a. [OE gesceap (Y-, prec.)] 

shape'lly (-pH), a. Well formed or pro¬ 
portioned, of the right or a pleasing 
shape. Hence ~iNESS n. [ME; -ly1] 

shap'er, n. In vbl senses; esp., kinds of 
machine for turning, planing, stamping, 
moulding, etc. [-er1] 

shSrd, sh<5rd, n. (arch.). Potsherd (still 
used by gardeners of fragment put over 
hole of flowerpot); beetle’s wing-cover. 
[OE sceard, ON skarthr f. Gmc *skardaz 
notched f. *skar- shear1; cf. share] 

share1, n. 1. Portion detached for indi¬ 
vidual from common amount (must get a 
~ of the plunder). 2. Part one is entitled 
to have or bound to contribute, equitable 
portion, (that is your fair ~; took, bore, my 
or more or less Hum my ~ of the burden; 
go 1—'S, make equitable division with 
others; ~ cP ~ alike, with equal division; 
lion’s ~). 3. Part one gets or contributes 
(had, a large ~ in bringing it about, bid no 
~ of the credit). 4. Part-proprietorship of 
property held by joint owners (has o~ in 
the bank, estate, etc.), esp. one of the equal 
parts into which company’s capital is 
divided entitling holder to proportion of 
profits (hold 50 in-, an issue of 10,000 
~s); deferred ~s, on which lower dividend 
or none is to be paid till fixed date or 
contingent event; preference or preferred 
~s, on which fixed dividend is guaranteed 
before payment begins on ordinary ~s; 

holder, owner of ~s; II —list, of current 
prices of ~s in various companies; <■— 
-pusher, colloq., pedlar of (usu. worthless) 
~s. 5. *~'cropper, tenant farmer who 
pays his rent with a part of his crop. 
[ME share f. OE scearu division f. WG 
*skard f. *skar- shear1] 

share2, v.t. & i. Apportion (food, pro¬ 
perty, task, etc.) among others, give each 
a share of; give away part of (would ~ his 
last crust); get or have share of, possess or 
use or endure jointly with others; have 
share(s), be sharer(s), (will ~ with you in 
the undertaking; we must ~ alike); ~ out, 
distribute, whence ~'-oui n., provident 
club’s distribution. Hence shar'ER1 n. 
[16th c., f. prec.] 

share3, n. Ploughshare; blade of seeding- 

Shastra 

-machine or cultivator; —beam, part of 
plough in which ~ is fixed. [OE scear, 
sceer, OHG scar, f. Gmc *skar-, •sker- 
SHEAR1] 

shfii-k, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Kinds of long- 
-shaped lateral-gilled inferior-mouthed 
sea-fish many species of which are large 
& voracious (basking, man-eating, white, 
blue, dusky, bonnet-headed, etc., ~); 
rapacious person, swindler, (land-~); 
•(college si.) brilliant student; —moth, 
kinds of moth named from shape; ~-oil, 
got from ~’s liver & used like cod-liver 
oil; ~’s-mouth, opening in awning for 
mast etc. 2. vb. Play the swindler, ad¬ 
venturer, etc. (~s for a living), whence 

< -'ing2 a.; gather up by dishonest or 
dishonourable means; swallow vora¬ 
ciously. [f. 16th c., of unkn. orig.] 

shSrp ', a., n., & adv. 1. With fine edge or 
point, not blunt; peaked, pointed, edged, 
(~ gable, summit, ridge). 2. Well-defined, 
clean-cut, (~ outline, distinction, impres¬ 
sion, features; so ~-eu(). 3. Abrupt, 
angular, (~ turn, incline). 4. Keen, 
pungent, acid, tart, shrill, piercing, biting, 
harsh, acrimonious, severe, intense, 
painful, (~ flavour, wine, voice, cry, frost, 
air, words, tongue, temper, reproof, contest, 
attack of gout). 5. Acute, sensitive, quick 
to see or hear or notice, keen-witted, 
vigilant, clever, (~ eyes, ears, intelligence, 
attention; -—sighted, -wilted, etc.; keep a 
~ look-out; a, ~ remark, ch ild; as ~ as a 
needle, very intelligent). 6. Quick to take 
advantage, bent on winning, artful, 
unscrupulous, dishonest, (was loo ~ for 
me, overreached me; ~ practice, barely 
honest dealings). 7. Vigorous, speedy, 
not loitering, impetuous, (take a ~ walk; 
'—’s the word, exhortation to be quick; ~ 
work, said of matter quickly dispatched 
or fight etc. that takes all one’s energy). 
8. (phonet.). (Of mutes) unvoiced, hard. 
9. (mus., opp. plat2). Above true pitch 
(piano is ~; B, D, etc., ~, a semitone 
higher than B, D, etc.), (of key) having 
~(s) in signature. 10. shooter, skilled 
shot posted where marksmanship is 
required; hence ~'en6 v.t. & i., (-)~'en- 
ERl(l, 2) n., ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 11. n. 
Sewing-needle of slender make; (mus.) 
note raised a semitone above pitch, 
symbol indicating this raising, ~s & 
flat2s; ~ consonant; (colloq.) swindler, 
cheat (billiard—); *(joc.) expert (mining- 

II (pi.) middlings (between flour & 
bran). 12. adv. Punctually (at six o’clock 
~); (mus.) above true pitch (is singing 
~); look1 ~; ~-sef, hungry; —shod, 
calked. [OE scearp, OS skarp, OHG 
scarpf, ON skarpri. Gmc *skarpaz] 

sharp2, v.t. & i. Sharpen, whet, (arch, 
or vulg.); raise pitch of (note) or mark as 
sharp; play unfairly, swindle, at cards etc., 
whence ~'KR1 n. [OE scierpan, f. prec. ] 

Sha'stra (-ah-), n. One of the sacred 
Hindu writings. [Skr. idslra] 
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shatt'er, v.t. & i. Break (t. & i.) suddenly 
& violently in pieces; utterly derange, 
destroy, dissipate, (~ed nerves, constitu¬ 
tion, hopes). [14tli c., obsc. rel. to earlier 
SCATTER] 

shave \ v.t. & i. (p.p. Sc, chiefly as adj., 
~n). 1. Remove (hah'), free (chin etc.) of 
hair, relieve (person) of hair on chin etc., 
with razor (has ~d off or ~cl his beard, 
now wears none; a chin); (intr.) ~ 
oneself (he does not ~ every day). 2. Pare 
surface of (wood etc.) with spoke4 
shave, plane, etc., whence shav'iNG1(2) n. 
3. Pass close to without touching, skirt, 
miss narrowly, nearly graze. 4. ~-hoolc, 
tool for scraping surface of metal before 
soldering; shaving-brush, for lathering 
chin etc. before shaving; shaving-horse, 
bench with clamp for holding wood to be 
<~d. [ OE sceafan, OS scavan, O H G scaban, 
ON skafa, Goth, skaban f. Gmo 
*skabh- ] 

shave2, n. 1. Having one’s beard etc. 
shaved (must have a ~; shilling ~). 
2. Close approach without contact, 
narrow miss or escape or failure, (had a 
close ~ of it). 3. Knife-blade with handle 
at each end for shaving wood etc. 4. 
II Trick, deception, hoax, [(the tool f. OE 
sceafa) f. prec. ] 

shave'ling (-vl-), n. (arch.). Shaven 
person, monk, friar, priest, [-ling 1 ] 

shav'er, n. In vbl senses; also (colloq.), 
lad, youngster, (usu. young ~). [-er1] 

Shav'ian, a. (In the manner) of G. B. 
Shaw, dramatist (d. 1950). [-IAN] 

|| shaw1, n. (arch. & poet.). Thicket, wood. 
[OE sc(e)aga = ON skagi; see shag1] 

|| shaw2, n. (So.). Stalks and leaves of 
some plants, esp. potatoes and turnips, 
[of obsc. orig.] 

shawl, n., & v.t. 1. Rectangular garment, 
often square to be folded into triangle, 
chiefly worn by women as outer covering 
for shoulders; ~-dance, in which dancer 
waves a ~ ~ --pattern, variegated design 
like that of Oriental ~. 2. v.t. Put ~ on 
(person), [f. Pers. shdl] 

shawm, n. Obsolete musical instrument 
with reed. [ME, f. OP’ clialemie f. L f. Gk 
kalamos reed] 

shay, n. (Arch, joe., or vulg., for) chaise. 
[back form. f. chaise taken for pi. ] 

she, pron. (obj. her1, possess, her2, her2s, 
pi. they etc.), n., & a. 1. The female (or 
thing personified as female, e.g. ship or 
train) previously mentioned or implied 
or easily identified. 2. n. Female, woman, 
(the not impossible ~, woman one might 
love; is the child a he or a ; had a litter 
of two ~s & a he, two bitches & a dog). 
3. adj. (usu. hyphened). Female (-goat, 
-ass, -bear, etc.; ~ -devil, -cat, malignant 
or spiteful woman; —oak, kinds of 
Australian shrub, esp. HEEFwood; -—-pine, 
Australian conifer), [prob. an alt. form 
of OE fern, demonstr. pron. sio, seo, 
sie] 

shea (she), n. AV.-Afr. tree yielding a 
vegetable butter (—butler), [native si, 
se, sye ] 

shead'ing, n. Any of the six adminis¬ 
trative divisions of the I. of Man. [shed l, 
-ING 1 ] 

sheaf, n. (pi. -ves), & v.t. 1. Bundle of 
things laid lengthwise together & usu. 
tied (~ of papers, arrows, etc.), esp. arm¬ 
ful of corn-stalks tied after reaping (— 
-binder, tool for tying these). 2. v.t. 
Make into sheaves, sheave. [OE sceaf, 
OS skof, OHG scoub, ON skauf f. Gmc 
*skaubh-, see shove] 

sheal'ing. Var. of shieling. 
shear1, v.t. & i. (past ~e<Z & arch, shore; 
p.p. shorn, rarely ~ed). 1. Cut with 
sword etc. (poet.; t. & i.; shore off his 
plume; shore through the bone); clip, cut 
with scissors or shears, (trails.; ~ sheep, 
clip its wool; also abs., shall be ~ing, i.e. 
my sheep, tomorrow; ~ cloth, remove or 
reduce nap by clipping); (fig.) fleece, strip 
bare, (come home shorn; shorn of wool, 
glory, etc.). 2. (Of structure, material, 
etc.) be distorted or broken by the strain 
called a shear, (of pressure) distort or 
break thus. 3. water, kinds of low- 
-flying sea-bird. Hence ~'er1 n. [OE, 
OS, OHG sceran, ON skera f. Gmc *sker-, 
*skar-, * skier-, *skur-, cogn. w. shard, 
SnARE, SCAR2, etc. ] 

shear2, n. 1. (PI.) clipping-instrument 
with two meeting blades pivoted as in 
scissors or connected by spring & passing 
close over each other edge to edge (want 
a pair of ~s; ~ in comb, or attrib., as 
~'biU, the bird scissorbill or skimmer; 
~-grass, kind with sharp-edged leaves; 
~-Zeps, sheer4s ; ~ steel, of special quality 
fit for ~s & other cutting tools; ~'tail, 
humming-bird with tail like ~s). 
2. (mech.). Kind of strain produced 
by pressure in structure of a sub¬ 
stance, its successive layers being shifted 
laterally over each other. [OE scear, OHG 
sedra, also OE scerero pi., f., Gmo 
*skebr- (prec.)] 

shear'ling, n. Sheep once shorn, [-ling1] 
sheat-fish, n. Largest European fresh¬ 
water fish. [c. 1600, f. G scheidfisch of 
unkn. orig.; 16th c. sheath-fish prob. f. 
SHEATH] 

sheath, n. (pi. pr. -dhz). Close-fitting 
cover, esp. for blade of weapon or tool; 
(bot., zool., anat.) investing membrane, 
tissue, skin, horny case, etc.; structure of 
loose stones for confining river within 
banks. Hence ~'LESS a. [OE scieth, 
seealh, OS skedia, OHG sceida, ON 
skeithir pi. f. Gmc *skaithjo; cf. shed1] 

sheathe (-dh), v.t. Put into sheath (~ the 
sword, cease from war, & fig.); encase, 
protect with casing or sheath'iNG1(3) n. 
[ME, f. prec.] 

sheave1, n. Grooved wheel in pulley etc. 
for rope to run on. [ME, cogn. w. OS 
sciva, OHG sciba] 
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sheave2, v.t. Gather (com etc.) into 
sheaves, sheaf, [f. sheaf] 

sheaves. See sheaf. 
•shebang', n. (sh). House (esp. gambling- 
-house), store, saloon; any matter of 
present concern; business (the whole ~). 
[orig. unkn. ] 

II shebeen', n. Pot-house, unlicensed 
house selling drink. [Tr. ] 

shed1, v.t. (shed). Part with, let fall off, 
(tree, stag, snake, crab. Prime Minister, 

leaves, horns, slein, shell, colleagues); 
drop (~ tears, weep; ~ one's blood for 
one’s country, be wounded or killed); 
cause (others’ blood) to flow; disperse, 
diffuse, spread abroad, (~ light on, illu¬ 
minate, esp. fig.; ~ love, radiance, 'per¬ 
fume, etc., around one); (electr.) reduce 
(the load1). Hence ~d,ER1 n. [OE 
sc(e)adan, OS skedan, OHG sceidan, Goth. 
skaidan f. Gmc *skaith- etc., prob. cogn. 
w. Gk skhizo, L scindere] 

shed2, n. One-storeyed shelter for storing 
goods or vehicles or keeping cattle etc. or 
for use as workshop etc. & consisting of 
roof with some or all or no sides open. 
Hence ~d'iNG1(3) n. [app. var. of shade] 

sheen, n. Splendour, radiance, brightness. 
Hence ~'yx [-Y2] a. (poet.), [f. obs. adj. 
sheen beautiful, OE sciene, OS, OHG 
skoni, Goth, slcauns f. Gmc *skau- 
SHOW1; sense assim. to unrelated shine] 

sheen'y2, n. (sh). Jew(derog-). [orig.unkn.] 
sheep, n. (pi. the same). 1. Kinds of wild 
or domesticated timid gregarious woolly 
occas. horned ruminant of which male is 
named ram, female ewe, & young lamb 
(~ & goals, the good & the bad, see 
Malt. xxv. 33; black1 ~; cast ~’s eyes, 
glance amorously at; follow like ~, 
said of persons with no initiative or 
independence; as well be hanged for a ~ 
as a lamb1; ~ that have no shepherd, 
helpless crowd etc.; wolf in~’s clothing). 
2. Bashful embarrassed person (so ^'ish1 
a.,~'IshLY2 adv.,~'ishNESS n.). 3. (Usu. 
pi., now chiefly joe.) member(s) of minis¬ 
ter’s flock, parishioners etc. 4. = >—skin 
leather. 5. ~-bot, fly & larva injurious 
to ~; '—cote (arch.), -fold, -pen (rare), 
enclosure for penning ~; ~-dip, prepara¬ 
tion for cleansing ~ of vermin or preserv¬ 
ing their wool; ~-dog, collie, also breed 
of rough-coated short-tailed dog used by 
shepherds; || ~-farmer, -master, breeder of 
~; ~-hook, shepherd’s crook; —louse, 
-tick, kinds of parasite on ~; ~-po.r, 
~-disease resembling smallpox; ~-run, 
extensive ~-walk, esp. in Australia; 
~’s-(nf, plant resembling scabious; ~’s 
fescue, a pasture grass; ~'shank, bight & 
hitches used to shorten rope’s length 
temporarily; ~’s-head lit., also kind of 
sea-fish used for food; <—shearing, (festival 
at) shearing of ~; ~’skin, garment or rug 
of ~’s skin with wool on, also leather of 
~’s skin used in bookbinding etc., also 
parchment of it or deed or diploma 

sheet 

engrossed on this; ~-walk, tract of land on 
which ~ are pastured; ~-wash, lotion for 
killing vermin or preserving wool on ~. 
[OE sceap, OS scap, OHG scaf, \VG f. 
Gmc •sksepam] 

sheer1, a. & adv. 1. Mere, simple, un¬ 
assisted, undiluted, uncompounded, 
neither more nor less than, absolute, (did 
it by ~ force; is ~ waste, nonsense, folly; 
a ~ impossibility); (of rock, fall, ascent, 
etc.) perpendicular, unrelieved by slope; 
(of textiles) diaphanous. 2. adv. Plumb, 
perpendicularly, outright, (fell 3000 ft ~; 
torn ~ out by the roots; rises ~ from the 
water). [ME schere prob. f. ON skserr f. 
Gmc •skairjaz f. •ski- shine (cf. OE scir 
bright)] 

sheer2, v.i. (Naut.) deviate from course; 
(also in gen. use) ~ off, part company, 
depart, esp. from person or topic one 
dislikes or fears or is offended by. [perh. 
a use of shear1, but sense development is 
obsc.; cf. (M)LG scheren] 

sheer3, n. Upward slope of ship’s lines 
towards bow & stern; deviation of ship 
from course, [perh. f. shear2’1] 

sheer4, n. (PI.; also "-'-legs or shear-legs) 
hoisting-apparatus of two (or more) poles 
attached at or near top and separated at 
bottom for masting ships or putting in 
engines etc., used in dockyards or on~- 
-hulk, dismasted ship used for the purpose, 
[var. of shear2; named from resemblance 
to pair of shears] 

sheet1, n. 1. Rectangular piece of linen 
used in pairs as inner bed-clothes (between 
the ~s, in bed), whence ~'ing\S) n.; 
white 2. Broad more or less flat piece 
of some thin material (a ~ of iron, glass, 
etc.). 3. Wide expanse of water, snow, ice, 
flame, colour, etc. 4. Complete piece of 
paper of the size in which it was made 
(book is in ~s, printed but not bound; 
~ of notepaper, freq. folded once for 
writing on; ~ of quarto etc., the four etc. 
leaves given by folding a ~ twice etc.); 
newspaper (a penny, scurrilous, etc., ~). 
5. Rope or chain at lower corner of sail 
for regulating its tension etc. (flowing ~, 
not close-hauled, eased for free wind; a 
~, three in the wind, sh, rather, very, 
drunk). 6. —anchor, second anchor orig. 
carried outside waist of ship for use in 
emergencies, (fig.) main dependence or 
security, something that may hold when 
all else has failed; ~ copper, iron, metal, 
etc., spread by rolling, hammering, etc., 
into thin ~s; ~ glass, kind made first 
as hollow cylinder, which is cut open & 
flattened in furnace; ~ lightning ; ~ 
music (published in ~s, not in book form). 
[(1-4) OE skiete f. Gmc •skautjdn f. 
•skaul- shoot1; (5) OE skeata f. same 
source; (6) —anchor of obsc. orig. ] 

sheet2, v.t. Furnish with sheets; cover 
with sheet (the •—ed dead); form into 
sheets (~ed rain); secure (sail) with sheet 
(esp. ~ home), [f. prec.] 
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sheik(h) (-ek, -ak), n. Chief, head of 
Arabian or Mohammedan tribe, family, 
or village; (transf.) masterful husband or 
lover, (si.) dashing or attractive man; 
,S'~ id Islam (hist.), grand mufti at Con¬ 
stantinople, chief authority on sacred 
law in Turkey. [Arab, shaikh, = elder, 
chief] 

shekarry. See shikaree. 
shek'el, n. Ancient Jewish weight & silver 
coin; (pi., colloq.) money, riches, pelf. [f. 
Heb. sheqel (shdqal weigh)] 

Shekin'ah, -ch-, n. Visible glory of Je¬ 
hovah resting over mercy-seat. [Heb. 
(-k-), f. shakan dwell] 

shel'drake, n. (fem. & pi. shelduck). 
Kinds of (usu. bright-plumaged) wild 
duck. [ME, prob. f. dial, sheld (f. or cogn. 
w. MDu. schillede variegated) + drake] 

shelf, n. (pi. -nes). Projecting slab of stone 
or board let into or hung on wall to sup¬ 
port things, one of the boards in cabinet, 
bookcase, etc., on which books etc. stand, 
(on the ~, put aside, done with, esp. of 
person past work and of woman now 
unlikely to be married); ledge, horizontal 
steplike projection in cliff face etc.; reef 
or sandbank under water. Hence 
shelvED2 (-vd) a., ~'ful(2) n. [ME, f. 
(M)LG schelf, cogn. w. OE scylfe ( l ledge, 
floor), scylf crag] 

shell1, n. 1. Hard outer case enclosing 
nuts, kinds of seed or fruit, eggs, some 
animals or parts of them, etc., husk, 
crust, pod, carapace, scale, conch, wing- 
-case, pupa-case, (come out of one’s ~, 
throw off reserve, become communica¬ 
tive). 2. Walls of unfinished or gutted 
house, ship, etc. 3. Outline of plan etc. 
4. Inner coffin. 5. Light racing-boat. 
6. Hollow metal or paper case to contain 
explosives for fireworks, cartridges, etc.; 
explosive projectile or bomb for use in 
big gun or mortar, whence -“'proof2 a.; 
•cartridge. 7. Handguard of sword. 
8. Lyre (poet.). 9. || (At schools) inter¬ 
mediate form. 10. Outward show, mere 
semblance. 11. (Short for) -“-jacket. 
12. ~'6ac/c (naut. si.), old sailor; ~-bark, 
kinds of hickory; gouge-shaped 
boring-bit; ~ button, made of two metal 
discs enclosed in cloth etc.; ~'fish, 
aquatic ~ed mollusc (oyster etc.) or 
crustacean (crab, shrimp, etc.); —heap 
or -mound, kitchen midden ; jacket, 
army officer’s undress jacket reaching 
only to waist behind; ~-lime, fine 
quality produced by burning sea—-s; 
~-marble, kinds containing fossil —s; -— 
-shock, disorganization of mental facul¬ 
ties, power of speech, etc., resulting from 
exposure to bombardment & other war 
strains; ~-worlc, ornamentation of ~s 
cemented on wood etc. Hence (-)~ed2 
(-Id),-“-less,-“'y2, aa. [OE sci(e)ll, MDu., 
MLG schelle, ON skel, Goth, skalja f. 
Gmc *skcdjo f. *skal- scale1—, shale] 

shell2, v.t. & i. 1. Take out of shell. 

remove shell or pod from, (~ peas). 
2. Provide, cover, or pave, with shell(s). 
3. Bombard (town etc.), fire at (troops), 
with shells, whence -“'ing^I) n. 4. (Of 
metal etc.) come off in scales. 5. ~ out 
(si.), pay up (t. & i.), hand over required 
sum; —out n., the game of pyramids 
played by three or more persons, [f. 
prec. ] 

shellac', n., & v.t. (~king, ~ked). I. lac1 

melted into thin plates, used for making 
varnish. 2. v.t. Varnish with ~. [transl. 
F laque en icailles lac in thin plates ] 

shel'ta, n. Ancient hybrid cant language 
of Irish gipsies and pipers, Irish and 
Welsh travelling tinkers, etc. (largely 
back 1-slang). [orig. unkn.] 

shel'ter1, n. Thing serving as shield or 
barrier against attack, danger, heat, 
wind, etc. (anderson, morrison, ~); 
screen or cabin built to keep off wind & 
rain (cabman’s ~); place of safety or 
immunity; shielded condition (find, take, 
~). Hence ~less a. [16th c., of obsc. 
orig.; perh. f. sheld shield + -ture, after 
jointure etc. ] 

shel'ter2, v.t. & i. Act or serve as shelter 
to, protect, conceal, harbour, defend from 
blame, screen, shield; ~ oneself under, 
beneath, behind, etc., use the protection 
afforded by; take shelter under, in, from; 
II ~ed trades, those not exposed to foreign 
competition, e.g. building & inland trans¬ 
port. [f. prec.] 

II shel'ty, -tie, n. (Sc.). Shetland pony. 
[prob. repr. ON Hjalti Shetlander] 

shelve1, v.t. Put on shelf (books etc.), 
(fig.) abandon or defer consideration of 
(plan etc.), cease to employ (person); fit 
(cupboard etc.) with shelves, whence 
shel'viNG1^) n. [f. shelves pi. of shelf] 

shelve2, v.i. Slope gently. [16th c., of 
obsc. orig.; cf. WFris. skelf oblique] 

shelves. See shelf. 
Shema' (-ah), n. The Hear, O Israel, 

Jews’ confession of faith, [the initial 
wd, Heb. = hear] 

shemoz'zle, n. (si.). Rumpus, brawl, 
muddle. [Yiddish] 

•shenan'igan, n. (colloq.). Nonsense, 
trickery. 

She'Sl, n. Hebrew Hades, place of the 
dead, the grave. [Heb. ] 

shep'herd (-perd), n., & v.t. 1. Man who 
tends sheep at pasture, pastor (lit., & fig. 
esp. of minister in relation to his flock; 
the good S~, Christ); ~’s crook, staff with 
hook at one end used by ~s; ~’s needle, 
white-flowered common weed; ~’s pie, 
minced meat baked under mashed pota¬ 
toes ; ~’s plaid, small black & white check 
pattern in cloth; ~’s purse, white- 
-flowered cornfield weed; hence -“Ess1 
(-per-) n. 2. v.t. Tend (sheep, also fig.) a3 

~, marshal or conduct or drive (crowd 
etc.) like sheep. [OE sceaphirde (sheei>, 
HERD2)] 

She'raton, n. Severe 18th-c. style of 
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furniture (often attrib., as ~ chairs). [T. 
~ maker & designer (d. 1806)] 

shtirb'et, n. Eastern cooling drink of 
diluted fruit-juices (in pop. Engl, use, 
made effervescent). [Turk. & Pers., f. 
Arab, sliariba to drink] 

sherd. See shard. 
sherif' (-ef), -eef, n. Descendant of Mo¬ 
hammed through Fatima, entitled to 
wear green turban or veil; chief magis¬ 
trate of Mecca, [f. Arab, sharif noble] 

she'riff, n. II Chief officer of crown in 
county or shire, charged with the keeping 
of the peace, administering justice under 
direction of the courts, executing writs 
by deputy, presiding over elections, etc.; 
(in Scotland) chief judge of county or 
district; ‘elective officer responsible for 
keeping the peace in his county. [OE 
scir-gerefa (shire, reeve1)] 

she'riffalty, she'riffdom, she'riffhohd, 
she'riffship, nn. Shrievalty, office of 
sheriff, {-ally after shrievalty; -doji, 
-hood, -ship] 

Shtir'pa, n. One of a Himalayan people 
living on the borders of Nepal and Tibet, 
[native] 

she'rry, n. White wine from Jeres in 
Southern Spain (brown ~, dark varieties); 
~-glass, wineglass containing about four 
table-spoons ; ~ cobbler. [16th c. sherris 
f. Sp. (vino de) Xeres (now Jerez de la 
Frontera); cf. cherry ] 

Shet'land, n. Group of islands NNE of 
Scotland (~ lace, openwork woollen 
trimming; ~ pony, small hardy breed; 
~ rvool, fine kind). 

shew. See show1 ; bread, see show1. 
Shi'ah, Shi'ite, (she-), nn. Member of the 
Mohammedan sect (cf. Sunni, see sun- 
nah) that regards Ali as first imam or 
successor of Mohammed & rejects first 
three Sunni Caliphs. [Arab., = sect] 

shibb'oleth, n. Test word or principle or 
behaviour or opinion, the use of or in¬ 
ability to use which betrays one’s party, 
nationality, etc. (see Judg. xii. 6); old- 
-fasliioned & generally abandoned doc¬ 
trine once held essential. [Heb.] 

shield, n., & v.t. 1. Variously shaped & 
sized detached piece of armour made of 
leather, wood, or metal, for wearing on 
left arm to receive thrust or stroke, esp. 
(cf. buckler, target) one of elongated form 
large enough to cover most of body (the 
other side of the~, the aspect of a question 
etc. that is less obvious, or that is not the 
one lately presented); protective plate or 
screen in machinery etc.; person or thing 
that protects one; ~like part in animal 
or plant; (her.) drawing etc. of ~ used 
for displaying person’s coat of arms; ~- 
-fern, common handsome fern with — 
-shaped covers to fruit-dots; ~-hand 
(arch.), left hand; hence ~'LESS a. 2. v.t. 
Protect, screen, esp. from censure or 
punishment (often with implication of 
illegitimate concealment of facts). [OE 

173 shily 

sceld, OS, OHG scild, ON skjQldr, Goth. 
skUdus f. Gmc *skelduz] 

II shiel'ing, n. (Sc.). Grazing-ground for 
cattle; cottage with earth floor; roughly 
constructed hut for shepherds or sports¬ 
men; sheep-shelter, [f. Sc. shiel hut, of 
obsc. orig., + -ing 1 ] 

shi'er,-est. See shy1. 
shift1, v.t. & i. 1. Change or move (t. & i.) 
from one position to another, substitute 
one specimen of for another, undergo 
such substitution, change form or charac¬ 
ter, (~ one’s ground, take up new position 
in argument etc.; ~ one’s lodging: ~ load 
into other hand-, ~ the scene, the scene 
~s, in theatre, novel, etc.; || ~ one’s shirt 
etc., arch., change it; cargo ~ed, got 
shaken out of place; often ~ about; ~ off 
responsibility etc., get rid of, transfer to 
another; wind ~s round to the E). 2. Use 
expedients, take whatever course is avail¬ 
able, contrive to do sometliing, manage 
or get along or make a livelihood, (must 
~ as I can, for himself). 3. Equivocate, 
practise evasion, (rare;~.s <&• prevaricates). 
[OE sciftan arrange, divide, etc., = MLG 
schiften, ON skiplai. Gmc * shiftjan] 

shift2, u. 1. Change of place or character, 
substitution of one thing for another, 
vicissitude, rotation, (rare; the ~s efr 
changes of life-, ~ of crops, rotation). 
2. Relay of workmen, time for which 
it works. 3. New device, expedient, 
resource, whence ~'less a., ~'1cssly2 
adv., ~'lessnESS n. 4. Dodge, trick, 
artifice, piece of evasion or equivocation, 
whence ~'y2 a. (~j/ eyes, deceitful), 
~'Ily2 adv., ~'Iness n. 5. Make ~ or a 
~, manage or contrive (to do, or abs.), get 
along somehow (must make ~ without it). 
6. (arch.). Chemise. 7. Arrangement by 
which joints of successive tiers in brick¬ 
work etc. do not coincide. [ME schifl, 
f. prec.; cf. ON skipti] 

Shiite. See shiah. 

shikar', n. (Anglo-Ind.). Hunting. [Hind.] 
shikar'ee (-ri), -ri, sheka'rry, n. (Anglo- 
-Ind.). Hunter. [Hind, (-i), f. prec.] 

shille'lagh (-ala), -alah, n. Irish cudgel 
of blackthorn or oak. [Shillelagh in 
Ireland ] 

|] shill'ing, n. (abbr. s., as 3s.). British 
silver com & money of account = 1/20 of 
pound or twelve pence (116. a ~ & six¬ 
pence ; £1 Is. Id.; take King’s or Queen’s 
~, enlist as soldier, w. ref. to now obs. 
method of recruiting; cut off one’s heir 
etc. with a ~, leave one’s property to 
others; ~s’-worth1). [OE, OS, OHG 
scilling, ON skillingr, Goth, skilliggs f. 
Gmc *skillingaz] 

shill'y-shally, n., a., & v.i. 1. Inability 
to make up one’s mind, indecision, 
vacillation. 2. adj. Vacillating. 3. v.i. 
Vacillate, be undecided, hesitate to act 
or choose one’s course, [orig. shill I, shall 
I ; cf. dilly-dally] 

shily. See shy1. 
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shim, n., & v.t. (-mm-). Thin slip or 
wedge used in machinery etc. to make 
parts fit; (vb) fit or fill up thus. [orig. 
unkn. ] 

shimm'er, v.i., & n. (Shine with) tremu¬ 
lous or faint diffused light. [OE scymrian, 
MDu. schemeren, G schimmern; rel. to 
obs. shim, OE scimian shine] 

shimm'y1, n. (Colloq., nursery, etc., for) 
CHEMISE. 

‘shimm'y2, n., & v.i. 1. Kind of fox-trot 
accompanied by tremulous motions of 
body; vibration of (front) wheels of car. 
2. v.i. Dance a ~; vibrate, [orig. unkn. ] 

shin, n., & v.i. & t. (-nn-). 1. Front of leg 
below knee {—-bone, tibia; ~ of beef, ox’s 
shank); — -guard, worn at football. 2. vb. 
Climb up (tree, wall, ladder, etc.; or with 
up adv.); kick —s of, hack. [OE scinu, 
MDu. schcne, OHG scina] 

shin'dy, n. Brawl, disturbance, row, 
noise, (often kick2 up a —). [peril, alt. f. 
SHINTY ] 

shine1, v.i. & t. (shdne). Emit or reflect 
light, be bright, glow, (lit. & fig.; fare 
shone with soap or until gratitude etc.); 
be brilliant, be a luminary, excel, in some 
respect or sphere (does not — in conversa¬ 
tion, society, is a shining example)-, (col- 
loq.) make bright, polish, (boots, fire¬ 
place, brass, etc.). [OE (OS, OHG) 
scinan, ON skina, Goth, skeinan f. Gmc 
*skinan f. * ski- ] 

shine2, n. Light, brightness, (chiefly col- 
loq.; rain or—, whatever the weather; put 
a good — on boots etc.; take the — out of, 
impair brilliance or newness of, also throw 
into the shade by surpassing); (si.) dis¬ 
turbance, shindy, sensation; *take a — to 
(si.), take a fancy for. [f. prec.] 

shin'er, n. (si.). A coin, esp. sovereign, 
(pi.) money, [shine1,-EE1] 

shingle1 (shlng'gl), n., & v.t. 1. Rectan¬ 
gular slip of wood used like roof-tile on 
roofs, spires, etc.; ‘small signboard; —d 
hair, this style of hairdressing. 2. v.t. 
Roof with ~s; cut (hair of head) so that 
all ends are exposed like roof—-s, cut hair 
of (head, person) thus. [ME, app. f. L 
scindula, earlier scandula] 

shingle2 (shlng'gl), n. Small rounded 
pebbles ljing on sea-shore. Hence 
shing'lY2 (-ngg-) a. [16th c. chingle (cf. 
shiver1), of obsc. orig.; perh. imit.] 

shingles (shlng'glz), n. pi. Acute skin- 
-inflammation occurring along nerve- 
-tracks. [ME, f. med. L cingulus f. L 
cingulum girdle (cingere gird)] 

‘shinn'y1, v.i. (colloq.). Shin tree etc., 
usu. up. [SHIN] 

Shin'to, n. Japanese religion partly 
ousted by Buddhism. Hence —ism, —1ST, 
nn. [f. Chin, shin tao way of the gods] 

shin'ty, shinn'y2, n. Variation of hockey 
played in Scotland and N. England; 
stick or ball used in it. [17th c. shinny, 
app. f. the cry used in the game shin ye, 
shin you, of unkn. orig.] 

shin'ly, a. Glistening, polished, rubbed 
bright, {—y hat, boots, etc.; —y coat, seams, 
with nap worn off). Hence —iNESS n. 
[-Y2] 

ship1, n. (regarded as fern., w. pron. she, 
her). 1. Vessel with bowsprit & three, 
four, or five square-rigged masts (cf. 
barque, brig, schooner, sloop) ; any sea¬ 
going vessel of considerable size (battle l- 

of the LINE2, MERCHANT-'--', SAILHng—, 
war1—; sister —, built on same plan as 
another; — of the desert, camel; about2 ~ ; 
pump2— ; take —, embark; on board1 ~ ; 
when my etc. ~ comes home, when I etc. 
make my etc. fortune); (si.) boat, esp. 
racing-boat; ‘aircraft; on aboard, on 
board —. 2. —(’s) biscuit, bard coarse 
kind made for keeping used on board —; 
'-'-breaker, contractor who breaks up old 
—s; ~-broker, agent in buying and selling 
and insuring —s; ~'builder, building; 
■—canal, for conveying —s inland; — 
-chandler(j/); fever, typhus; •—'load, 
quantity of something forming whole 
cargo; —’mate, person belonging to or 
sailing on same ~ as another, esp. fellow 
sailor; —money (hist.), impost for provid¬ 
ing —s for navy, revival of which by 
Charles I was a cause of Great Rebellion; 
—'owner, person owning (shares in) —(s); 
•—-railway, for transportation of —s over¬ 
land from water to water; —rigged, as — 
in first sense; —’s articles, terms on which 
seamen take service on her; —’s com¬ 
pany1; ||~’s corporal3; —'shape adv. or 
pred. a., in good order (& see Bristol); 
—’s husband, agent appointed by the 
owners to see that a ~ in port is well 
found in all respects; —’s papers, docu¬ 
ments establishing ownership, nation¬ 
ality, nature of cargo, etc., of — ; —-way, 
inclined structure on which ~ is built & 
down which it slides to be launched; 
—-worm, mollusc boring into ~ timbers; 
—'wreck n., destruction of ~ by storm, 
foundering, stranding, striking rock, etc., 
(fig.) ruin (make —wreck, be ruined; make 
or suffer —wreck of one’s hopes etc.); 
—'wreck v.t. & i., inflict —wreck lit. or 
fig. on (person, hopes, etc., rarely ~), 
suffer —wreck; —'wright, —builder; 
—’yard, —building establishment. Hence 
—'less a. [OE scip, OHG seif, OS, ON, 
Goth, skip; ult. orig. unkn.] 

ship2, v.t. & i. (-pp-). Put, take, or send 
away (goods, passengers, sailors) on 
board ship ; (commerc.) deliver (goods) to 
forwarding agent for conveyance by land 
or water; step (mast), fix (rudder etc.), 
in its place on ship (— oars, take from 
rowlocks & lay inside boat); (of ship or 
boat) — a sea, be flooded by wave; take 
ship, embark, (of sailor) take service on 
ship. [OE scipian f. prec.] 

-ship, suf. f. OE -scipe (cogn. w. (M)Du. 
-schap, OHG -scaf, (G -schafl), ON -skapr) 
f. Gmc *skap- shape1, forming abstract 
nn. on adjj. as hard—, wot— (worth adj.). 
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& on im. as Zori—, friend~, scholar—, 
apprentice— ; in the latter use it is a living 
suf.; meaning, (1) being so-&-so, status, 
office, honour, (2) tenure of office, (3) skill 
in certain capacity. Landscape also con¬ 
tains the suf. 

ship'ment, n. Putting of goods etc. on 
ship; amount shipped, consignment. 
[SHIP2, -MENT] 

II shipp'en, -on, n. (chiefly dial.). Cow¬ 
house, cattleshed. [OE scypen f. Gmc 
*skup- (see Shop) + -en2; cf. MLG (G) 
schuppen ] 

shipp'er, n. Merchant etc. who sends or 
gets goods by ship, [-er1] 

shipp'ing, n. In vbl senses; also: ships, 
esp. the sliips of a country, port, etc.; —- 
-agent, person acting for ship or line of 
sliips at a port etc.; —articles, agreement 
between captain & seamen as to wages 
etc.; —-6iZZ, manifest of goods shipped; 
II ~-mastcr, official in whose presence —- 
-articles are signed, paying off is done, 
etc.; —office, '—agent’s or —master’s. 
[-ING1 ] 

II shire las suf. pr. -sher), n. County 
(chiefly now as suf. in names of certain 
counties & districts, as Ilamp~, IlaUanv—, 
with some of which it is omissible, a3 
Devon~ or Devon, & in pi. the —s, band 
of counties stretching NE from Hamp— 
& Devon— ending in —, also loose term 
for midland counties, & for the hunting 
district including Leics. & Rutland & 
Northants.);—-fired horse,~-horse, largest 
breed of draught horse raised esp. in 
Lincoln~ & Cambridge—; knight of the 
—. [OE scir, OHG scira care, official 
charge; orig. mikn.] 

shfr'k, v.t., & n. 1. Avoid meanly, get out 
of, shrink selfishly from, (duty, responsi¬ 
bility, fighting, etc.; also abs.); hence 
—'er1 n. 2. n. —er. [f. obs. shirk n. 
sponger, sharper, perh. f. G schurke] 

*shiT(r), n., & v.t. 1. Elastic webbing; 
elastic thread woven into fabric; gath¬ 
ered trimming, gathering in costumery. 
2. v.t. Gather (material) with parallel 
threads run through; hence shfi‘,riNG1 
n. [orig. unkn. ] 

shirt, n. Man’s sleeved under-garment 
worn under cloth clothes, extending from 
neck to thighs, usu. visible at collar & 
wristbands, & made of linen, cotton, 
flannel, or silk (night—; in one’s -— 
sleeves, without coat; near is my —, but 
nearer is my skin, self is the first consider¬ 
ation; keep one’s ~ on, si., keep one’s 
temper; get one’s — off, si., make him 
angry; put one’s — on, upon, si., bet all 
one has upon; give one a wet —, work him 
till he sweats); woman’s blouse with stiff 
collar & cuffs; ~-front, breast of —, usu. 
stiffened & starched (—-front wicket, 
absolutely true & smooth cricket pitch), 
also dicky. Hence —ed2, —'less, aa., 
—'ing *(3) n., —'Y2 a. (si.), in a rage, 
annoyed. [OE scyrte, corresp. to ON 

shock 

slcyrla (whence skirt) f. Gmc *skurljon 
prob. f. "skurt- SHORT 1 

shit, v.i., & n. (vulg.). 1. Evacuate bowels. 
2. n. Ordure (& as term of abuse). [OE 
*scitan, MLG schiten, OHG scizan, ON 
skita f. Gmc *slcit- ] 

shiv'er*, v.i., & n. 1. Experience or show 
quick slight vibrating movement (such as 
is) caused by sensation of cold, tremble 
with cold; ~ing-fit, as in ague; hence 
—ingLY2 adv. 2. n. Momentary —ing 
movement (often pi., as gives me the — s), 
whence —Y2 a. [ME chivere, orig. obsc. j 

shiv'er2, n. (usu. pi.), & v.t. & i. 1. (One 
of) the many small pieces into which thing 
is shattered by blow or fall. 2. vb. Break 
(t. & i.) into —s (— my timbers, reputed 
naut. imprecation). [ME scifre, cogn. w. 
OHG scivero splinter (G schicfer(stein) 
slate) f. Gmc *skif to split; cf. dial, shive 
slice ] 

shoal1, a., n., & v.i. 1. Shallow, not deep, 
(only lit., of water). 2. n. Shallow place, 
submerged sandbank esp. one that 
shows at low water, (fig., usu. pi.) hidden 
danger(s) or impediment(s), whence —'y2 

a.,—'iNESSn. 3. v.i. Get shallower. [OE 
sceald f. *skaldaz, rel. to shallow] 

shoal2, n., & v.i. 1. Multitude, crowd, 
great number, esp. of fish swimming in 
company (also school2), (—s of people; gets 
letters in — s). 2. v.i. (Of fish) form —s. 
[ICth c., perh. re-adoption of MDu. schole 
SCHOOL2] 

shock 1,n. 1. Violent collision, concussion, 
or impact (three —s of earthquake were 
felt-, clashed with a mighty —; — tactics, 
(orig.) use of cavalry to charge in masses, 
(fig.) sudden and violent action; — 
-troops, troops specially trained for the 
offensive). 2. Sudden & disturbing 
physical or mental impression (news came 
upon me with a —, was a great —; electric 
—, stimulation of nerves by passage 
of current through body); (path.) state of 
prostration following overstimulation of 
nerves by sudden pain as of wound etc. 
or violent emotion (died of —; the — is 
more dangerous than the loss of blood); — 
therapy, treatment, method of treating 
certain mental disorders by means of an 
electrical shock or powerful drug. 3. 
Injury inflicted on credit, stability, etc., 
great disturbance of organization or 
system. 4. — -brigade, -workers, (in 
U.S.S.R.) body of workers selected or 
volunteering for some specially arduous 
task; — stall, excessive strain produced 
by air resistance on aircraft when speed 
approximates to that of sound, [app. f. 
F choc f. choquer (foil.) ] 

shock2, v.t. & i. Affect with indignation, 
sorrow, disgust, or horror, appear im¬ 
proper or outrageous or scandalous to (was 
—ed at, by, to hear, etc.), whence —'ing2 a. 
& adv. (—ing bad etc. colloq.), —'ingLY2 

adv., —'ingNESS n.; collide violently 
(poet.), [f. F choquer, of obsc. orig.] 
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shock3, n., & v.t. 1. Group of usu. twelve 
corn-sheaves stood up close together in 
field. 2. v.t. Arrange (corn) in ~s. [ME, 
= OS scok, MDu., MLG schok shock of 
corn, sixty; cf. MHG schoc heap, sixty] 

shock4, n. Unkempt or shaggy mass of 
hair; ~ head, rough head of hair, whence 
—headED2 a. [cf. obs. 17th c. shock(-dog), 
(16th c. shovgh) shaggy-haired poodle] 

II shock'er, n. (colloq.). Very bad speci¬ 
men of anything; sensational cheap novel. 
[-ER1 ] 

shod. See shoe3. 

shodd'y, n. & a. 1. Fibre made from old 
cloth etc. shredded; inferior cloth made 
partly of such fibre; anything of worse 
quality than it claims or seems to have. 
2. adj. Counterfeit, pretentious, trashy. 
[19th c., of unkn. orig.] 

shoe1 (-oo), n. 1. Outer foot-covering not 
reaching above ankle (that’s another 
pair of ~s, another matter; dead men’s 
~s, property or position as looked for¬ 
ward to by expectant successor; be in 
person’s ~s, in his plight; die in one’s ~s, 
by violence, esp. hanging; where the ~ 
pinches, hardships of one’s own lot; pvt 
the ~ on the right foot, apportion blame 
etc. truly). 2. Metal rim nailed to hoof of 
horse etc. 3. Thing like ~ in shape or use, 
e.g. wheel-drag, socket, ferrule, mast- 
-step. 4. ~s & stockings, bird’s-foot tre¬ 
foil ; II ~'black, boy or man who blacks ~s 
of passers-by; ~-buckle, for fastening ~ 
over instep (now usu. worn only as orna¬ 
ment) ; ~'horn, instrument of horn, metal, 
etc., for helping ~ on to foot; —lace, 
-string, for lacing up ~ ; ~-latchet (bibl.), 
fastening of ~ ; ~-leather, leather for ~s, 
~s (as good a man as ever trod <■—leather, 
lived); -—lift, = ~horn; maker, maker 
of boots & ~s; ~-string, *(also, colloq.) a 
small or inadequate amount of money, 
(attrib.) precarious, just adequate, as a 

string majority. Hence ~'less (-obi-) a. 
[OE (OS) scoh, OHG scuoh, ON skor, 
Goth, skohs f. Gmc *skoh(w)az] 

shoe2 (-oo), v.t. (shod; part. ~ing). Fit 
with shoe(s) (esp. with horse etc. as obj., 
or in p.p. as neatly shod (feet), pole shod 
with iron). [OE scogan, f. prec.] 

shog'un (-oon), n. (hist.). Japanese he¬ 
reditary commander-in-chief & virtual 
ruler for some centuries until the office 
was abolished 1868. Hence ~ate 1 n. 
[Jap., = general] 

shone. See shine1. 
shoo, int., & v.i. & t. (Utter) sound used 
to frighten birds away; drive away thus, 
[unit. ] 

shook1. See shake1. 

shook2, n., & v.t. 1. Set of staves & 
headings for cask ready for putting to¬ 
gether. 2. v.t. Pack in ~s. [prob. p.p. of 
shake; shaken cask is used in same 
sense] 

shoot1, v.i. & t. (shdt). 1. Come vigorously 
or swiftly out, forth, along, up, etc., or 

shoot 

abs., sprout, dart, (boat shot out from the 
creek; ~ing star1; flash ~s across sky; 
~ ahead, come quickly to front of com¬ 
petitors etc.; buds are ~ing; tree ~s, puts 
forth buds; fountain, flame, ~s up; prices 
shot up, rose suddenly; cricket-ball ~s, 
darts along ground when it touches, 
instead of bouncing; child is ~ing up, 
growing tall; pain ~s through nerves etc.; 
corn, tooth, ~s, inflicts intermittent pain). 
2. Project abruptly out (mountain-spur, 
cape, ~s out). 3. Send out, discharge, 
propel, emit, violently or swiftly (~ rubbish 
etc., let it slide from cart or receptacle; 
bow, gun, ~s arrow, shell; passengers were 
shot out of coach; sun ~s its rays; ~ out 
one’s lips, bibl., protrude in scorn; ~ 
one’s linen, display wristbands by shak¬ 
ing them down; ~ the cat, si., vomit; 
~ fishing-net, extend it across river etc.; 
~ bolt of door, send it home; tree ~s out 
branches); ! (si.), say what you have to 
say. 4. Discharge (bullet etc.) from gun 
etc., cause (bow, gun, etc.) to discharge 
missile, discharge gun etc., make use 
well etc. of gun etc., kill or wound (person, 
animal) with missile from gun etc., hunt 
game etc. habitually or on one occasion 
with gun, ~ the game over estate etc., ~ 
game on (estate etc.), (of gun etc.) go oft1, 
send missile straight etc., (fool’s bolt1 is 
soon shot; I’ll be shot if —, form of nega¬ 
tive asseveration; can army or sportsman, 
does gun, ~ straight?; was shot for a spy; 
~ a match, engage in ~ing-match; ivill 
~ the coverts tomorrow; neither rides nor 
1 'S; was out ~ing; have shot away all our 
ammunition). 5. (einemat.). Photograph. 
6. (assoc, footb., hockey, etc.). Take a 
shot at goal. 7. ~ up, terrorize (village, 
district) with punitive rifle-shooting, 
firing of houses, etc.; ~ a line (si.), tell a 
tall story; ~ the sun, take its altitude with 
the sextant at noon; || ~ the moon (si.), 
remove one’s goods by night to avoid 
paying rent. 8. Be, have one’s boat, swept 
swiftly under or down (bridge, rapid fall; 
~ Niagara, attempt desperate enterprise). 
9. (joinery). Plane (edge of board) accu¬ 
rately (hence shot edges). 10. p.p. (Of 
coloured material) so woven etc. as to 
show different colours at different angles 
(shot silk; crimson shot with maize-colour). 
11. II ~ing-box, sportsman’s lodge for use 
in ~ing-season; ~ing-brake, estate car; 
~ing-coat, -jacket, -boots, of patterns use¬ 
ful in ing game; ~ing-iron (si.), fire- 
-arm; ~ing-range, ground with butts for 
rifle practice; ~ing-stick, walking-stick 
which may be adapted to form a seat; 
~ing war, one in which there is ~ing (opp. 
cold war or war 1 of nerves). Hence ~'aele 

a. [OE sceotan, OS skietan, OHG sciozzan, 
ON skjola f. Gmc *skeut-, *skaut-, *skut-, 
Cf-JSHEET1, SHOT1, SHUT] 

shoot2, n. Young branch or sucker; rapid 
in stream; inclined plane down which 
water etc. may flow or things slide, chute; 
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shooting party or expedition or practice 
orJ= shooting) land. [f. prec.] 

shoot'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: ball that 
shoots at cricket; (in comb.) shooting- 
-implement (pea-~ ; six etc. revolver 
tiring six etc. shots). [ME ; -eh 1 ] 

shoot'ing, n. In vbl senses (for com¬ 
pounds see shoot1) ; esp.: right of ~ over 
particular land; estate etc. rented to 
shoot over. [-ING1] 

Shop, n., & v.i. & t. (-pp-). 1. Building, 
room, etc., for retail sale of some com¬ 
modity (cheviisl’s, butcher’s, fruit-, ~ ; 
come to the wrong ~, transf., apply to 
wrong person etc.), or in which manu¬ 
facture or repairing is done (.engineering- 
—; fitting, pattern, otc., departments 
of manufactory). 2. II (si.). Institution, 
establishment, etc., (e.g. one’s school, 
university, etc.; esp. formerly of R.M.A., 
Woolwich; the others, rival institution). 
3. One’s profession, trade, or business, 
things connected with it, or talk about it, 
(close 3d~ ; shut up ~, cease doing some¬ 
thing; talk ~; sink the ~, refrain from 
talking~, also conceal one’s occupation; 
smell of the ~), whence ~p'y2 a. 4. All 
over the ~ (si,), in disorder, in every 
direction, wildly, (have looked for it all 
over the ~; my books are all over the ~; 
hitting, steering, etc., all over the ~). 
5. <■—bell, on door to give notice of cus¬ 
tomer’s entrance; ~-boy, -girl, assistants 
in keeper, owner of ~ (nation of ~- 
keepers, the English); —lifter, pretended 
customer who steals goods in ~; 
~keeper or his assistant; ~-soiled, — ~- 
-wom; || ~-steward, person elected by his 
fellow workmen in a factory or branch of 
it as their spokesman on conditions of 
work etc.; II ~'walker, attendant in large 
~ who directs customers; ~ window, 
window of ~ used for display of wares 
(has everything in the ~ window, transf., 
is superficial); ~-wom, soiled or faded by 
being shown in 6. vb. Go to ~(s) to 
make purchases (*or inspect goods), 
whence ~p'lNG1 n.; (si.) imprison, (of 
informer) cause (accomplice) to be im¬ 
prisoned. [ME, f. OE sceoppa (cf. OHG 
scopf) f. Gmo *skuppan-, cf. shippen ] 

shore1, n. Land that skirts sea or large 
body of water (in ~, on the water near or 
nearer to ~); (law) land between ordi¬ 
nary high & low water marks. Hence 
~'LESS (-oil-) a., ~'ward (-drw-) a. & adv. 
[ME schore f. MDu., MLG schore, prob. f. 
rojot of SHEAR1] 

shore2, n., & v.t. 1. Prop, beam set 
obliquely against ship, wall, tree, etc., as 
support. 2. v.t._Support, hold up, with 
~(s). Hence shor'lNG1^) n. [ME schore, 
f. MDu., MLG schore, prop, of unkn. 
orig.; cf. syn. ON skorlha] 

shore3, shorn. See shear1. 

shdrt, a., adv., n., & v.t. 1. Measuring 
little from end to end in space or time, 
soon traversed or finished, (a ~ way off; 

a ~ time ago; ~ story, of the character of 
a novel but less length; ~ cut 1; ~ circuit, 
electric circuit made through a small 
resistance, esp. one acting as a shunt to 
one of greater resistance, form of this due 
to a fault that allows current’s escape to 
earth ; ~-circuit v.t., establish ~ circuit 
in, cut off current from thus; ~ division; 
~ drink, cocktail etc. esp. before a meal; 

er catechism ; ~ rib, = false rib ; ~ 
shrift; ~ whist3; a ~ sea, ~ broken 
waves; make ~ work of, dispose of or 
destroy or consume quickly; he, his joy 
etc., had but a ~ life, whence ~-livED2 
a.; ~ temper, self-control that is soon or 
easily lost, whence -—temperED2 a.; ~ 
waist in dress, made high up, whence 
~-waistED2 a.; ~ wind, easily exhausted 
breathing-power, inability to run long or 
fig. to talk or write at any length, whence 
~-windED2 a., ~-wind'edxEss n.; ~ 
clothes or coats, dress of child too old for 
long-clothes, whence ~-coat v.t.). 2. Of 
small stature, not tall, (usu. of human 
beings, or of upright things, as chimney, 
tower, tree). 3. Not far-reaching, acting 
near at hand, deficient, scanty, in want 
of, below the degree of, abruptly finished, 
(~ sight, not seeing clearly at distance or 
fig. into the future, whence ~-sightED2 
a., ~-sight'edLY2 adv., ~-sight'edNESS 

n.; at ~ range; take ~ vigws, consider the 
present only; ~ date, early date for ma¬ 
turing of bill etc., whence ~-datED2 a.; 
~ bill, paper, etc., dated for early pay¬ 
ment; ~ leg, slip, in cricket; has a ~ 
memory, are~ of hands, have not enough 
workmen, whence ~-handED2 a.; ~ of 
breath, panting, ~-winded; ~ commons; 

in ~ supply, scarce; ~ weight, less than it 
is represented to be; o ~ ten miles, mile, 
hour, etc., less or seeming less than that; 
cut ~, bring to end before natural time; 
come~, disappoint expectations etc., fail 
of one’s duty or proper development, 
whence ~-comiNQ1 n.; fall ~, be in¬ 
sufficient or inadequate; run ~, have or 
be too little, as our tea ran ~, we ran ~ of 
tea; an escape nothing ~ of marvellous). 
4. Concise, brief, curt, sullenly or snap¬ 
pishly reticent, (the long 1 & the ~ of it; 
in ~, to use few words, without circum¬ 
locution, to give the conclusion briefly; 
is called Bob for ~, by way of ~ name; 
was very ~ with me, uncivil). 5. (phonet., 
pros.). (Of vowel or syllable) (prop.) 
having the less of the two recognized 
durations, (pop.) unstressed, (also, of 
vowel) having the or an other sound, than 
that called long1 (e.g. those in met, pill, 
but). 6. (Of pastry, clay, etc.) friable, 
crumbling, not tenacious, (cf. cold-short). 

7. (St. Exch. etc.; of stocks, stockbroker, 
crops, etc.) sold, selling, etc., when the 
amount is not in hand in reliance on 
getting the deficit in time for delivory. 
8. Something ~, a drink of spirits etc.; 
r~'bread, ~'cake, brittle dry cake made 
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with flour & much butter & sugar; ~'fall, 
deficit; ~'harul, methods of compendious 
writing used for taking verbatim reports 
of speeches etc., stenography; ~ head 
(racing), distance of less than length of 
horse’s head (also ~-head v.t., beat by 
this distance); ~'horn, name of —horned 
breed of cattle; ~ metre, hymn stanza of 
4 lines (6, 6, 8, 6 syllables); ~ suit (of 
less than four cards); ~ time, condition 
of working less than the regular number 
of hours per day or days per week; 
~ ton1; ~ wave (radio), having a wave¬ 
length of from 10 to 100 metres; hence 
~'ish 1 (2) a., ~'ness n. 9. adv. Abruptly, 
before the natural or expected time, in ~ 
manner, (took him up ~, interrupted him; 
stop ~, suddenly cease, not go on to the 
end; bring, or pull, up ~, check or pause 
abruptly; be tokens, have sudden motion 
of bowels; <—spoken, given to brevity 
of speech; sell ~, when one has not the 
articles in hand, see the adj.); ~ of, ex¬ 
cept, putting out of the question, (all aid 
~ of war; ~ of committing suicide he does 
his best to keep out of the way). 10. n. ~ 
syllable (long's & ~s) or vowel; mark 
indicating that vowel is ~, as &; ~ film; 
(colloq.) a ~ circuit; (colloq.) a ~ drink 
esp. of spirits; (pi.) garment like trousers 
cut ~ worn by athletes, boys, etc. 11. v.t. 
(colloq.). To ~-circuit. [OE sc(e)ort, 
OHG scurz, f. Gmc *skurlaz, perh. alt. 
f. L curtus (whence OS, OHG hurt, 
OHG(G) kurz); cf. shirt, skirt] 

shdrt'age, n. (Amount of) deficiency 
(there is no ~, a ~ of 100 tons), [-age] 

shdrt'en, v.i. & t. Become or make 
actually or apparently shorter or short, 
curtail; reduce the amount of sail spread; 
put (child) into short clothes. Hence 
~ing1(3) n., fat used for making pastry 
crisp. [-en“] 

short'ly, adv. Before long, a short time 
before or after; in few words, briefly; 
curtly. [ME;-ly2] 

shot1, n. (pi. ~s, [also ~ see below), & v.t. 
(-tt-). 1. Single missile for fire-arm or big 
gun, non-explosive projectile, (usu. with 
qualification or in comb., as round, solid, 
CHAIN, GRAPE-, CASE2-, BUCK1-, ~ ; chilled 
~, case-hardened for armour-piercing; 
a ~ in the locker) ; (pi. usu. ~) small lead 
pellets of ■which a quantity is used for 
single charge or cartridge esp. in sporting 
guns, such pellets collectively, (~ does or 
do ivell for cleaning decanters; put three ~ 
or ~s of different sizes on the gut; ~ is 
made in various ways; about a dozen n° 10 

were extracted from his leg). 2. Discharge 
of fire-arm or big gun (several ~s were 
fired, heard, etc.); attempt to hit with 
projectile or missile or fig. to make stroke 
in game or guess or do something (at each 
~ he was nearer the bull’s-eye; a beautiful 
~ from cover-point took off the bails; a 
lucky ~ at goal; like a ~, willingly; made 
a bad ~, guessed wrong; am going to have 

a good ~ at winning; snap ~, discharging 
of rifle etc. with momentary aim, cf. 
snap shot; flying ~, at bird on wing or 
moving object; parthian, random, ~; 
(-)~, range, reach, distance to or at which 
thing will carry or act, as bow, rifle, ear 
-~). 3. Possessor of specified skill with 
rifle, gun, pistol, etc. (is a good, bad, crack 
or first-class, or no, ~). 4. Dose of cocaine, 
injection of morphine, etc.; (colloq.) dram 
of spirits. 5. Photograph taken with 
cinematograph camera. 6. ~-firer, one 
who fires the ~ in blasting; ~-gun, 
smooth-bore gun for firing small ~ at 
short range; ~-tower, in which ~ was 
made from molten lead poured through 
sieves at top & falling into water at 
bottom; hence ~'proof2 a. 7. v.t. Load, 
weight, etc., with~. [OE sc(e)ot, gesc(e)ot, 
OHG scoz, ON skot f. Gmc *shut- shoot1] 

shot2, p.p. of SHOOT1. 
shot3, n. Reckoning, (one’s share of) bill 
at inn etc., (usu. pay one’s ~). [ME, = 
shot1 (cf. OE sceotan shoot, pay, con¬ 
tribute); cf. SCOT1] 

should. See shall. 
shoul'der (shol-), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Part of 
body at which arm or foreleg or wing is 
attached, either lateral projection below 
or behind neck, (also ~-joint) combina¬ 
tion of end of upper arm with those of 
collarbone & blade-bone, (pi.) upper part 
of back, (pi.) body regarded as bearing 
burdens, (of slaughtered animal) foreleg 
with parts usu. kept with it in dismem¬ 
bering, (head1 & ~s; dislocate one’s ~; 
~ to ~, with closed ranks or united effort; 
has broad ~s, is strong, can bear much 
weight or responsibility; old head on 
young ~s, youthful wisdom, wise young 
person; put, set, ~ to wheel, make effort; 
straight from the ~, said of well-delivered 
blow or telling invective; ~-of-mutton 
sail, triangular fore-&-aft sail hoisted 
abaft mast; cold1 ~; cold 1-~ v.t.; lay 
the blame, burden, etc., on the right ~s). 
2. Part of mountain, bottle, tool, etc., 
projecting like human 3. (mil.). Posi¬ 
tion of soldier who has ~ed arms (see vb). 
4. -—belt, baldric, bandolier, or other 
band passing over one~ & under opposite 
arm; ~-blade, either large flat bone of 
upper back, scapula; ~-braee, contriv¬ 
ance for flattening round back of child 
etc.; ~-knot, of ribbon or metal lace worn 
on ~ by livery servant; <—pegged, (of 
horse) stiff in ~s; —strap, band from — 
-tip in soldier’s uniform, keeping —belts 
in place & bearing name or number of 
regiment etc., (also) one of two strips of 
cloth suspending a garment from the 
wearer’s~s; hence (-)~ed2 (-erd) a. 5. vb. 
Push (t. & i.) with ~, jostle, make way 
thus; take (burden lit. or fig.) on one’s 
~s; (mil.) ~ arms, hold rifle vertical 
supported by right hand at lock (cf. 
slope v.). [OE sculdor, OFris. skuldere, 
OHG sculter(r)a; orig. unkn.] 
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shout, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Make loud 
articulate or inarticulate cry or vocal 
sound, speak loudly, (~ed with laughter; 
~ for joy; ~ at, speak loudly to etc.; all 
is ewer but the ~ing, contest is virtually 
decided); say loudly, call out, express in 
loud tones, (~ approbation; ~ed that the 
coast was clear; ~ed to or for me to come; 
‘ Go back ’ he ~ed). 2. n. Loud utterance 
or vocal sound from individual or com¬ 
pany expressing joy, (dis)approval, 
defiance, etc., or calling attention (my 
etc. ~, si., turn to order drink etc. for the 
company). [ME, formally corresp. to 
ON skiita SCOUT2; prob. f. root of shoot1] 

shove (-uv), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Push (t. & i.) 
vigorously, move (t.) along by hard or 
rough pushing; make one’s way along, 
past, through, etc., by pushing, jostle 
(person); ~-halfpenny, modern gambling 
form of shovelboard; (colloq.) put some¬ 
where (~ it in the drawer); ~ off, start 
from shore in boat. 2. n. Push (give one 
a ~ off, help him to start); woody centre 
of flax-stem. [OE scufan, MDu. schuven, 
OHG scioban, ON skfifa, Goth, -skiuban 
f. Gmc *skeubh-, *skaubh-, *skub-] 

sho'vel (-uv-), n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. Scooping 
implement for shifting coal, earth, etc., 
often in form of spade with sides of blade 
turned up; ~ hat, broad-brimmed as 
worn by Anglican dignitaries; ~-head, 
kinds of sturgeon & shark, also ~-nose; 
hence ~ful(2) (shuv'elfdbl) n. (pi. ~/«Zs). 
2. v.t. Shift (coal etc.) with or as with ~ 
(~ food into one’s mouth, eat greedily). 
[OE scofl, MLG schuffel, cogn. w. OS, OHG 
skufla (G schaufel), f. Gmc *skubh- (prec.)] 

shovelboard (shuv'elbdid), n. Game 
played (now esp. on ship’s deck) by 
impelling discs (formerly coins) with 
hand or mace over marked surface, 
[earlier shoveboard, -groat (shove)] 

sho'veller (-uv-), n. In vbl senses; also, 
kind of duck with broad shovel-like beak. 
[ -er 1 ] 

show1 (-6), v.t. & i. (p.p. ~n, rarely ~ed; 
also spelt, now rarely, shew, shewn, 
shewed, w. pron. sho etc.). 1. Let be seen, 
disclose, manifest, offer (thing, person 
thing, tiling to person) for inspection, 
exhibit, produce, give (treatment, person 
treatment, treatment to person), reveal, 
(clothes ~ signs of wear; an aperture ~s 
the inside; ~ed neither joy nor anger, that 
he was annoyed, how much he felt it, etc.; 
— oneself, be seen in public; ~ me, I was 
~n, a specimen; has nothing to ~ for it, no 
token of achievement etc.; ~ your tickets, 
please; got prizes for all the dogs he ~ed; 
~ cause 1; ~ favour, mercy, to; ~ed me 
kindness or unkindness; ~ fight, not 
yield tamely; ~ one’s colour's; ~ one’s 
hand orig. in cards, let out one’s designs; 
~ the hoof or cloven hoof, see cleave 1; ~ 
the white feather1; ~ a clean1 pair of 
heels; ~ a leg, get out of bed; ~ thing 
the fire, slightly heat it). 2. Be visible 

shower 

or noticeable, come into sight, appear in 
public, have some appearance, (the blood 
~s through her skin; stain will never ~; 
buds are just ~ing; her husband never ~s 
(up) at her at-homes, colloq.; ~s white, like 
a disc, from here). 3. Demonstrate, prove, 
expound, point out, cause (person) to 
understand (thing), (has ~n the falsity of 
the tale, that it is false, how false it is, it to 
be false; ~ one the way, by words, point¬ 
ing, or going with or before him, also 
encourage by doing thing first; ~ person 
how to write, what to do, etc.; ~ person 
the door ; it only ~s how little you know; 
on your own ~ing, even according to 
your own admission or contention). 
4. Conduct (~ed us round the house; ~ 
one out or in, esp. open door for his exit 
or entrance). 5. —down, (poker) laying 
down of cards with faces up, (fig.) final 
test, disclosure of achievements or 
possibilities; ~ forth (arch.), exhibit, ex¬ 
pound; ~ off, (trans.) display to advan¬ 
tage, (intr.) try to make impression by 
exhibiting one’s wealth or skill; ~ up, 
make or be conspicuous or clearly visible, 
expose (fraud, impostor), (colloq.) appear, 
be present; shew'bread, twelve loaves 
displayed in Jewish temple & renewed 
each sabbath; —case, glazed case for 
exhibiting goods, curiosities, etc.; ~- 
-room, -window, in which wares are kept, 
hung up, for inspection; ~-place, that 
tourists etc. go to see. [OE sceawian, OS 
skawon, OHG scouwdn f. WG *skauwojan 
f. Gmc *skau-, see sheen ] 

shew2 (-6), n. 1. Showing (voted by ~ of 
hands; dumb1 ~). 2. Spectacle, exhibi¬ 
tion, pageant, display, collection of things 
shown esp. for money to entertain, 
(flower, horse, etc., -~; || Lord Mayor’s ~, 
procession of symbolic cars etc. in Lon¬ 
don; a fine ~ of blossom); (colloq.) any 
kind of public entertainment. 3. Out¬ 
ward appearance, semblance, impression 
produced, parade, ostentation, pomp, 
display, (pierce beneath the ~s of things; 
there is a ~ of reason in it; good enough in 
outward ~; did it for ~; is fond of ~), 
whence~’y2 (-61) a., ~'Ily2 adv., ~'iness 

n. 4. (si.). Concern, undertaking, orga¬ 
nization, (run 1 or BOSS 3 the ~; give away 
the ~, betray its inadequacy or preten¬ 
tiousness; good~!, well done!). 5. (si.). 
Opportunity of acting, defending oneself, 
etc. (had no ~ at all; give him a fair ~). 
6. (obstetr.). Discharge indicating ap¬ 
proach of labour. 7. ~'6oa( (orig. U.S.), 
(river) steamboat in which theatrical per¬ 
formances are given; ~'girl, actress whose 
role is decorative rather than histrionic; 
~'man, proprietor or manager of mena¬ 
gerie or other such ~; ~'manship, the art 
of the ~man, (fig.) capacity for exhibiting 
one’s wares or oneself to the best advan¬ 
tage. [ME, f. prec.] 

show'er, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Brief fall of 
rain, hail, sleet, or snow, or of arrows, 
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bullets, dust, stones, etc. (also fig., asa~ 
of gifts, honours; letters come in ~s); 

-—bath (colloq. ~), in which water descends 
from above through perforated plate; 
hence ~Y2 a., ~1ness n. 2. vb. Discharge 
(water, missiles, etc.) ina~, bestow (gifts 
etc. usu. upon); descend or come in a~. 
[OE (= OS, OHG, ON) scur, Goth. 
skura f. Gmc *skur-, of unkn. orig.] 

|| shram, v.t. (dial.; -mm-; usu. in p.p.). 
Benumb with or with cold. [cf. 15th c. 
(now dial.) scram, dial, shrim (OE scrim- 
man) shrivel] 

shrank. See shrink. 
shrap'nel, n. Bullets or pieces of metal 

contained in shell timed to burst slightly 
short of objective & let them fly on in 
shower; part of fragmentation bomb etc. 
so scored as to break & scatter, [f. 
inventor H. S~ (d. 1842)] 

shred, n., & v.t. (~ded, arch. ~). 1. Scrap, 
fragment, rag, strip, torn or broken piece, 
small remains, least amount, (lore it to 
~s; without a ~ of clothing on him; not a 
~ of evidence, reputation, etc.; tear an 
argument etc. to ~s, completely refute 
it). 2. v.t. Tear or cut into ~. [OE 
screade (= OHG scrot) piece cut off, 
screadian ( = OHG scrotan) f. Gmc 
*skraudh-, (*skreudh-, * skrudh-): see 
SHROUD, SCREED ] 

shrew (-do), n. 1. Scolding woman, 
whence ~'ish1 (-do-) a., ~'ishLY2 adv., 
~'ishNESS n. 2. (Also ~-mouse) small 
long-snouted mammal, like mouse, feed¬ 
ing chiefly on insects. [OE screawa ~- 
-mouse, not found elsewhere in Gmc] 

shrewd (-odd), a. (Of pain, cold, etc.) 
sharp, biting, (literary, esp.~ blow, knock, 
thrust, turn); sagacious, sensible, discri¬ 
minating, astute, judicious, (can make 
a ~ guess', a ~ observer; ~ face etc., 
sagacious-looking). Hence ~'1Y2 adv., 
~'ness n. [ME shrewed (prec., -ED2, cf. 
dogged, crabbed)} 

shriek, v.i. & t., & n. (Utter) shrill & usu. 
inarticulate cry of terror, pain, etc., 
screech, scream; laugh uncontrollably 
(usu. ~ with laughter); ~ out, say in shrill 
agonized tones. [16th c. parallel to screak 
(f. ON skrxkja, imit.); cf. ME (now dial.) 
shrike, scrike, scritch, screech] 

shrievalty, n. Sheriff’s office or juris¬ 
diction, tenure of this. [f. shrieve, obs. 
var. of sheriff, +-alty as in admiralty 
etc.] 

shrift, n. (Arch.) confession to priest, 
confession & absolution, (now only in 
short ~, little time between condemna¬ 
tion & execution or punishment). [OE 
scrift, vbl n. f. shrive; so OHG scrift, ON 
skrift ] 

shrike, n. Kinds of bird called also 
butcher-bird with strong hooked & 
toothed bill & habit of impaling its prey 
of small birds & insects on thorns, [app. 
repr. OE scric, scree (imit., cf. shriek) 
thrush or peril, any shrill-voiced bird] 

shrub 

shrill, a., & v.i. & t. 1. Piercing & high- 
-pitched in sound; (fig.) importunate; 
hence shril'LY2 (-1-11) adv., ~'ness n. 
2. vb. (poet, or rhet.). (Of cry etc.) sound 
~y; (of person etc.) utter, send out, (song, 
complaint, etc.) ~y. [ME, rel. to LG 
schrell of sharp tone or taste ] 

shrimp, n., & v.i. 1. Small aquatic (esp. 
marine) edible crustacean, grey-green 
when alive, pink when boiled; diminutive 
person. 2. v.i. Go catching ~s; hence 
■--'er1 n. [ME, prob. cogn. w. MHG (MG) 
schrimpen shrink up ; cf. shram ] 

shrine, n., & v.t. 1. Casket, esp. one hold¬ 
ing sacred relics; tomb usu. sculptured 
or highly ornamented of saint etc.; altar 
or chapel of special associations; place 
hallowed by some memory. 2. v.t. (poet.). 
Enshrine. [OE serin, OHG scrini, ON 
skrln, f. L scrinium case for books etc. ] 

shrink, v.i. & t. (shrank; shrunk Sc rarely 
in vbl, commonly in adj., use shrunken), 
& n. 1. Become of less dimensions, grow 
smaller, whence ~'age(3) n.; recoil, retire 
from observation, (~ into oneself, become 
reserved), flinch from, whence ~'ingi,Y2 
adv.; be averse from doing; make smaller 
(esp. in pass.; his face has a shrunken 
look), make ~ (flannel etc., in order that 
it may not do so later; ~ wheel-tire etc. 
on, slip it on while expanded with heat 
& let it tighten as it cools), whence ~'able 
a. 2. n. (rare). ~ing (how much must we 
allow for the ~?). [OE scrincan, cf. Sw. 
skrynka to wrinkle ] 

shrive, v.t. (arch.; shrove, shriven). Hear 
confession of, assign penance to, & 
absolve; (of penitent) submit oneself to 
priest for this purpose. [OE scrifan, OS 
skriban, OHG scriban, ON skrifa f. L 
scribere write ] 

shriv'el, v.i. & t. (-11-). Contract or wither 
(i. & t.) into wrinkled, folded, rolled-up, 
contorted, or dried-up state. [16th c., 
perh. of Scand. orig.; cf. Sw. dial, skryfla 
to wrinkle] 

shroff, n., & v.t. 1. Banker or money - 
-changer in the East; (Far East) native 
expert employed to detect base coin. 2. 
v.t. Examine (coin). [Anglo-Ind. corrupt, 
of Pers. saraf] 

shroud, n., & v.t. 1. Winding-sheet, 
garment for the dead, whence ~'less a.; 
concealing agency (wrapped in a ~ of 
mystery); (pi.) set of ropes forming part 
of standing rigging & supporting mast 
or topmast. 2. v.t. Clothe (corpse) for 
burial; cover & conceal or disguise. [OE 
scrud, ON skruth f. Gmc * skrudh- see 
SHRED] 

Shrove Tues'day (tuz'di), n. Day before 
Ash Wednesday, on which & the preced¬ 
ing days or Shrovetide it was customary 
to be shriven, [rel. to shrive ] 

shrub1, n. Woody plant of less size than 
tree & usu. divided into separate stems 
from near the ground. Hence ~b'Y2 a., 
~b'ERY(3) n. [ME, app. repr. OE scrubb, 
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scrybb; cf. NFris. skrobb, WFlem. 
schrobbe, Norw. skrubba; cf. scrub 11 

shrub2, n. Cordial made of fruit-juice & 
spirit (usu. rum—). [f. Arab, sharab; 
COgn. W. SHERBET, SYRUP] 

shrug, Y.t. & i. (-gg-), & n. 1. Slightly 
& momentarily raise (shoulders), raise 
shoulders, to express indifference, help¬ 
lessness, contempt, vexation, etc. 2. n. 
This motion (of the shoulders, or abs.). [c. 
1400, of until, orig. ] 

shrunk(en). See shrink. 

shuck, n., & v.t. 1. Husk, pod; *~s/, int. 
of disgust or regret. 2. v.t. Remove ~s 
of, shell. [17th c., of uukn. orig.] 

shudd'er, v.i., & n. (Experience) sudden 
shivering due to fear, horror, repugnance, 
or cold ; feel strong repugnance etc. (I ~ 
to think what might happen). Hence ~ing- 
LY2 adv. [ME shod(d)re, rel. to MDu. 
schiideren, MLG schoderen f. skudh- shake, 
-f -F.R5 ] 

shuf'fle, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Move (t. & i.) 
with scraping or sliding or dragging or 
difficult motion (~s along rheumatically; 
•—'S his or with his feet; ~ cards, slide 
them over one another so as to change 
their relative positions; so ~ things of 
any sort, intermingle, confuse; ~ the 
cards, fig., change the parts, try new 
policy, etc.); slip (clothes, burden) off or 
on (~ off responsibility upon others; 
— d on his clothes)-, keep shifting one’s 
position lit. or fig., fidget, vacillate, pre¬ 
varicate, whence shuff'lER1 n.; ~-board, 
= shovelboard ; hence shuff'lingLY2 adv. 
2. n. Shuffling movement; shuffling of 
cards, general change of relative posi¬ 
tions ; piece of equivocation or sharp 
practice; quick scraping movement of 
feet in dancing (double ~, executed twice 
with one & then the other foot), [f. or 
cogn. w. LG schuffeln, f. Gmc root *skuf- 
(*skubh-) shove] 

shun, v.t. (-nn-). Avoid, keep clear of, 
eschew. Hence ~'LESS a. (poet.). [OE 
scunian, not found in other Gmc langg. ] 

’shun!, abbr. of attention! as word of 
command. 

shunt, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Divert (train, 
electric current, etc.), I! (of train etc.) di¬ 
verge, on to a side track, esp. to clear 
line for more important traffic, whence 
~'ER1 n.; postpone or stifle discussion 
of (subject), lay aside (project), leave 
(person) inactive. 2. n. Turning or being 
turned on to side track; (electr.) con¬ 
ductor joining two points of circuit, over 
which more or less of current may be 
diverted. [ME, peril, f. shun] 

shut, v.t. & i. (shut). 1. Move (door, sash, 
lid, lips, etc.) into position to stop an 
aperture (~ the door upon, refuse to con¬ 
sider, make impossible). 2. ~ door etc. of 
(room, window, box, eye, mouth, etc.; ~ 
your eyes-, ~ one’s eyes or by extension 
ears to, pretend not or refuse to see or 
hear). 3. Become or admit of being closed, 

swung or fall or contract into closed 
position, (the door ~ -with a bang; lid ~s 
automatically; pimpernels ~ in rainy 
weather). 4. Keep (person, sound, etc.) 
out or in by ~ting door etc., send (person) 
into or out of room etc. & fasten door etc. 
against him, bar (person) out from hope 
etc. 5. Be ~ of person (si.), be rid of. 
6. Catch or pinch (finger, dress, etc.) by 
~ting something on it (~ his finger into 
the door-hinge). 7. Bring parts of together 
(~ his teeth, a knife, etc.). 8. ~ down, 
push or pull (window-sash etc.) down into 
closed position, (of factory etc.) cease 
working; ~ in, (of hills, houses, sea, etc.) 
encircle, prevent free prospect or egress 
from or access to; ~ off, stop flow of 
(water, gas, etc.) by ~ting valve, separate 
from society etc.; ~ out, exclude (land¬ 
scape etc.) from view, prevent (possibility 
etc.); ~-<ra< bid (bridge), pre-emptive 
bid; ~ to adv., close (door etc., or intr. of 
door etc.) tight; ~ up, close all doors & 
windows of or bolt & bar (house; ~ up 
shop, cease business for the day or perma¬ 
nently), close (box etc.) securely or deci¬ 
sively or permanently, imprison (person), 
put (thing) away in box etc., desist 
(colloq.; esp. ~ up iinperat.), reduce to 
silence by rebuke or refutation. [OE 
scyltan f. *skuttjan f. Gmc *skut- shoot1; 

cf. MDu., MLG schutten] 
shutt'er, n., & v.t. In vbl senses of prec.; 
esp.: one of a set of wooden panels or 
iron plates, hinged, sliding, folding, or 
detachable, placed inside or outside glass 
of window to keep out light or burglars 
(put up the'—'S, cease business for the day 
or permanently); structure of jointed 
laths or metal slats on rollers serving 
same purposes; blind of swell-box in 
organ for regulating loudness; piece that 
opens & closes lens of photographic 
camera; hence ~less a.; (v.t.) provide 
with ~s, put up ~s of. [-ER1 ] 

shut'tle, n. Weaving-implement shaped 
like cigar with two pointed ends by which 
weft-thread is carried or shot across be¬ 
tween threads of warp; carrier of lower 
thread in lock-stitch sewing-machine; 
~ armature (electr.), armature with a 
single coil wound on an elongated iron 
bobbin; ~cock, cork stuck with feathers 
& struck to & fro in battledore & ~ 
[-cocA; prob. f. flying motion]; ~ train 
(running a short distance to and fro, usu. 
on branch-line), so ~ service. [OE scytel 
f. Gmc *skut- SHOOT1+ -LE(1)] 

shy1, a. (~er, ~esl, rarely shi-). (Of 
beasts, birds, fish, etc.) easily startled, 
timid, avoiding observation; bashful, 
coy, uneasy in company; avoiding com¬ 
pany of person, chary of doing, (fight l~ 

of); elusive, hard to find, catch, interpret, 
etc.; (si.) short (of), in the position of 
having lost (I’m ~ three quid); -shy, (in 
combb.) indicating fear of or distaste for 
(first element of comb.), as in gux-~. 
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work1—. Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 
[OE sceoh, — MHG schiech, f. Gmc 
*skeuhw- fear, terrify] 

shy2, v.i., & n. Start suddenly aside (at 
object or noise, or fig. at proposal etc.) in 
alarm (usu. of horse, or fig. of person). 
Hence ~'ER1n. [f. prec. ] 

shy3, v.t. & i., & n. (colloq.). 1. Fling, 
throw, (stone etc., or abs.). 2. n. Act of 
~ing (have a ~ at, try to hit with missile, 
jeer at, make an attempt to get). [18th 
c., of unkn. orig.] 

Shyl'ock, n. Hard-hearted money-lender. 
[character in Merchant of Venice] 

•shys'ter, n. (si.). Person without pro¬ 
fessional honour, esp. tricky lawyer, 
[orig. unkn.] 

si (se), n. (mus.). Seventh note of octave, 
[added perh. c. 1600 to names of hexa- 
chord; see gamut; perh. f. initials of 

Sancle Johannes in sapphics given under 
gamut] 

si'amang (or se-), n. Kind of gibbon from 
Sumatra & Malay peninsula. [Malay] 

Siamese' (-z), a. & n. (pi. same). (Native, 
language) of Siam (Thailand); ~ twins, 
two ~ (d. 1874) joined by cartilaginous 
band from one’s right to other’s left side, 
any similar monstrosity, (fig.) inseparable 
friends etc.; ~ cat, cream-coloured short- 
-haired breed with brown or blue points. 
[-ESE ] 

sib, a. (chiefly Sc.), &n. (genetics; usu. pi.). 
1. Related, akin, (to). 2. n. A brother or 
sister (disregarding sex). Hence ~'LING 1 
n., one of two or more children having one 
or both parents in common (usu. pi.), 
~'ship n., the group of children (disre¬ 
garding sex) from the same two parents. 
[OE sib(b), MDu. sib(be), OHG sippi, 
Goth. -sihjis] 

Siber'ian, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of Siberia 
(~ dog, of breed much used for sledging). 
[-AN] 

sib'il|ant, a. & n. 1. Hissing, sounded 
with a hiss (esp. of letter or set of letters, 
as s, sh); hence ~ance, ~ancy, nn. 2. n. 
~ant letter(s). [f. L sibilare hiss, -ant] 

sib'illate, v.t. & i. Pronounce with hissing 
sound. Hence~a'tion n. [as prec.,-ate3] 

sib'yl, n. One of the women who in 
ancient times acted at various places 
(Cumaean, Erythraean, etc., ~) as mouth¬ 
piece of some god, & to whom many 
collections of oracles & prophecies were 
attributed, pagan prophetess; old for¬ 
tune-teller, sorceress, or hag. [ME, f. OF 
Sibile or med. L Sibilla f. L f. Gk Sibulla] 

sib'ylllne, a. Issuing from an ancient 
sibyl, oracular, mysteriously prophetic; 
the~ books, collection of oracles belonging- 
to ancient-Roman State & often con¬ 
sulted by magistrates for guidance, (fig., 
with ref. to story of their acquisition) 
thing that one refuses & is afterwards 
glad to get on worse terms, [f. L Sibyl- 
linns (prec., -ine1)] 

sic, Latin adv. = so, appended in brackets 

after a word or expression in a quoted 
passage as guarantee that it is quoted 
exactly, though its incorrectness or ab¬ 
surdity would suggest that it was not. 
Also in the phrr. ~ vdl’o ~ jub'eo (job-; 
such is my will & command) used as n. = 
arbitrary order; ~ vos non vob'is (so ye 
not for yourselves) used w. ref. to work of 
which the credit etc. falis to another than 
the doer. 

sicc'ative, a. & n. (Substance etc.) of dry¬ 
ing properties, esp. one mixed with oil- 
-paint to dry it. [f. LL siccativus f. 
sicc.are dry, see -ative] 

sice1, n. The six on dice. [ME, f. OF sis 
six] 

sice2, syce, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Groom, [f. 
Hind. f. Arab, sa’is] 

Sicil'ian, a. & n. 1. Of Sicily or its 
inhabitants (~ Vespers, massacre of 
French residents by natives in 1282, with 
vesper bell as signal). 2. n. Native of 
Sicily, [f. L Sicilia Sicily + -an ] 

sick1, a. 1. Ill, incapacitated by illness, 
feeling effects of some disease, (a ~ man; 
the S~ Man (of Europe), Turkish Empire 
(hist.); ~ of a fever; the those who are 
ill; II be, feel, make, ~ in mod. use, vomit, 
be disposed or cause to vomit; turn ~, 
feel as if about to vomit). 2. Dis¬ 
ordered, perturbed, suffering effects of, 
disgusted, pining for, (am ~ at heart; ~ of 
love, )ove~; makes me ~ to think of it; is 
awfully ~ at being beaten; ~ for a sight 
of home). 3. Surfeited & tired of (~ of 
flattery, rain, waiting). 4. (Of ship) need¬ 
ing repair (esp. of specified land, as nail- 
-~, paint—). 5. ~-bay3 ; ~-6ed, invalid’s 
bed, invalid state; ~-benefit, allowance 
made to person absent from work through 
illness; ~-eaZZ, military summons on 
bugle etc. for ~ men to attend; '—-flag, 
yellow, indicating presence of disease at 
quarantine station or on ship; ~ headache, 
duo to biliousness; ~-leave, leave of 
absence granted for reason of health; 
—-list, of the~ esp. in regiment, ship, etc. 
(on the —list, laid up); —making (colloq.); 
—-room, occupied by ~ person, or kept 
ready for the ~. Hence ~'ish1(2) a. [OE 
seoc, OS siolc, OHG sioh, ON sjukr, Goth. 
sinks] 

sick2, v.t. Set upon (usu. in imperat. ~ 
him! etc. urging dog to worry rat etc.). 
[19th c., dial. var. of seek] 

sick'en, v.i. & t. Begin to be ill, show 
symptoms of illness (child is ~ing for 
something); feel nausea or disgust at, to 
see, etc.; affect with inclination to vomit, 
loathing, or disgust (a ~ing sight) or 
with weariness or despair of (was ~ed of 
trying to make peace), whence ~erA(2) n., 
~ingLY2 adv. [ME, f. sick1 + -en6] 

sic'kle, n. Reaping-hook, short-handled 
semicircular - bladed implement now 
chiefly used for lopping & trimming, 
formerly for cutting corn; the constella¬ 
tion Leo; ~6iZZ, kinds of bird with ~- 
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-shaped bill: —-feather, one of long middle 
feathers of cook’s tail; <—wort, the plant 
heal-all. [OE sicol, -el, MDu.,MLO sekele, 
OHG sihhila, f. L secula f. secure cut] 

sick'd|y, a., & v.t. 1. Apt to be ill, 
chronically ailing, of weak health; sug¬ 
gesting sickness, as of sick person, 
languid, faint, pale, (—y look, smile, 
complexion); causing ill health, inducing 
or connected with nausea, (—y climate, 
smell, taste); mawkish, weakly senti¬ 
mental. 2. v.t. Cover over or o’er with a 
~y hue (w. ref. to Haml. m. i. 85). Hence 
~1NESS n. [ME ; -LY 1 ] 

slck'ness, n. 1. Being ill, disease. 2. A 
disease (fall Hng sleeping—, fatal 
African disease, morbug dormitivus, 
marked by somnolence & nerve-paralysis, 
caused by certain trypanosomes intro¬ 
duced by kinds of tsetse; sleepy —, epi¬ 
demic encephalitis or encephalitis lethar- 
gica, acute inflammation of the brain, not 
yet traced to a parasitic cause, but distinct 
from sleeping-''-', though lethargy is a 
mark of both). 3. Vomiting or inclination 
to vomit. [ME ; -ness] 

Sic'ulo-, comb, form of L Siculi Sicilians, 
as —Arabian, Arabian as modified in 
Sicily. [-0-] 

side1, n. 1. One of the flat(tish) surfaces 
bounding an object (cube has six—s), esp. 
a more or less vertical outer or inner sur¬ 
face (~ of house, cave, mountain, etc.; so 
perh. country-'') ; such surface as distin¬ 
guished from top & bottom, or front & 
back, or ends (four, or two, —s of box; two 
—s of house). 2. Either surface of thing 
regarded as having only two (two —s of 
sheet of paper, board, etc.; sent him six —s 
of argument, pages of notepaper so filled; 
the inside & outside of a bowl; right, 
wrong, — of cloth etc., surface, meant, not 
meant, to be visible; back'side; shady, 

seamy, silver1, ~). 3. (math.). Bounding 
line of plane rectilinear figure (opposite —s 
of a parallelogram). 4. Part of person or 
animal that is on his or its right or left, 
esp. that of it which extends from armpit 
to hip or from foreleg to hindleg (~ of 
mutton, bacon, etc., this part of carcass; 
blind ; ~ by —, standing close together, 
esp. for mutual support; shake one’s —s, 
laugh heartily; ~ -splitting, causing 
violent laughter, amusing). 5. Part of 
object turned in same direction as ob¬ 
server’s right or left & not directly to¬ 
wards or away from him, or turned in 
specified direction (right, left, —; debit, 
credit, —, in account book; epistle, gospel, 
—, south, north, end of altar; decani, 

cantoris, ~; the north, landward, —). 
6. Part or region near margin and remote 
from centre or axis of thing, subordinate 
or less essential or more or less detached 
part, (~ of room, road, table, etc.); (attrib.) 
subordinate (~ issue, point that distracts 
attention; ~ line, work etc. carried on 
apart from one’s main work, see al30 

sense 14); on the as a ~ line, in addition 
to one’s regular work. 7. Region external 
but contiguous to, specified direction 
with relation to, person or tiling (on one 
—, aside; look on all —s; came from all —s 
or every — ; standing at my — ; on the north 
— of). 8. Partial aspect of thing, aspect 
differing from or opposed to other aspects 
(study all —s of the question; has many 
—s to his character; the — of the moon 
visible to us); on the (so-and-so) ~, rather 
(so-and-so), as prices were on the high —. 
9. (Cause represented by, position in 
company with) one of two sets of oppo¬ 
nents in war, politics, games, etc. (the Lord 
is on my —; there is much to be said, there 
are faults, on both —s; take —s, decide to 
espouse one or other cause; join the win¬ 
ning — ; on *, off, ~; Cambridge has a 
strong —, team for cricket, football, etc.). 
10. Position nearer or farther than, right 
or left of, dividing line (on this — of, or on 
this —, the Alps; on this — the grave, in 
life; on the right, wrong, — of forty, below, 
above, 40 years of age; on the wrong — 
of the door, shut out; cm the wrong — of 
the blanket1). 11. Line of descent 
through father or mother (well descended 
on the mother’s or maternal — ; distaff or 
spindle, spear, ~). 12. || (bill.). Spinning 
motion given to ball by striking it on ~. 
13. II (si.). Assumption of superiority, 
swagger, (puts on, has too much, —), 
whence sld'Y2 a. 14. —arms, swords or 
bayonets; —-bet, bet between opponents, 
freq. in card-games, over & above the 
ordinary stakes; board, table or flat- 
-topped chest at ~ of dining-room for 
supporting and containing dishes, decan¬ 
ters, etc., (pi., si.)~-whiskers; —-bone, (in 
carving fowls) either small forked bone 
under wing; *—'burns, short ~-whiskers; 
—-car, = JAVSTing-car, (also) car for 
passenger(s) attachable to ~ of (motor-) 
cycle; —-chapel, in aisle or at ~ of church; 
—-dish, extra dish often of elaborate kind 
at dinner etc.; —drum, small double- 
-hcaded drum in military band hung at 
drummer’s ~ ; light, light from ~, (fig.) 
incidental illustration etc., (naut.) red 
port or green starboard light on ship under 
way; —-lines, (space immediately outside) 
lines bounding football-pitch, tennis- 
-court, etc., at the ~s, see also sense 6; 
--note, marginal note; saddle, for rider, 
usu. woman, with both feet on same ~ of 
horse; —-seat in vehicle etc., in which 
occupant has back against ~ of vehicle; 
'—-show, minor show attached to principal 
one; —-slip, skid v. & n., (aeron.) move 
(vb) or motion broadside on instead of 
forward, also shoot of tree & (fig.) illegi¬ 
timate child, also (theatr.) division at ~ 
of stage for working scenery; —s'man, 
deputy churchwarden; —-step, (n.) step 
taken sideways, step for getting in & out 
of carriage etc., (v.t.) avoid by stepping 
sideways (esp. in football), (fig.) evade; 
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stroke, stroke towards or from a ~, 
incidental action, kinds of swimming 
action opp. breast-stroke; —track, siding, 
(v.t.) turn into siding, shunt, postpone 
treatment or consideration of; ~-»£ei«, 
view obtained sideways, profile; ~'walk, 
path at ~ of road for foot-passengers 
(chiefly U.S.); *~-ibheeler, steamer with 
paddle-wheels; ~ wind, wind from a ~, 
indirect agency or influence. Hence 
(-)sid'ED2 a., (-)sid'edLY2 adv., (-)sid'ed- 

ness n., ~'less (-dl-) a. [OE (OS) side, 
OHG sila, ON sitha; perh. f. the adj., OE 
sid, ON sithr extensive etc.) 

side2, v.i. Take part, be on same side, 
with disputant etc. [f. prec.] 

side'ldng (-dl ), adv. & a. Inclining to 
one side, obhque(ly), (move~ ; a~ glance). 
[-LONG] 

sider'eal, a. Of the constellations or the 
fixed stars (~ day, time between succes¬ 
sive meridional transits of star, esp. of 
first point in Aries, about 4' shorter than 
solar day; ~ year, time in which earth 
makes one complete revolution round 
sun, longer than tropical year by differ¬ 
ence due to precession; ~ time, measured 
by apparent diurnal motion of stars), [f. 
L sidereus (sidus -eris star), -al] 

sidcrog'raphy, n. A process of engraving 
on steel, [f. Gk sideros iron, -graphy ] 

side'ward(s) (-dw-), adv. & a. Lateral(ly), 
to or from a side, (moved ~; ~ motion). 
[-WARD(S) ] 

side'ways (-dwaz), adv. & a. = prec. 
[-WAYS] 

sid'ing, n. Short track by side of railway 
line & openiug into it at one end or both 
for shunting purposes, [-ing1] 

si'dle, v.i. Walk obliquely, esp. in timid 
or cringing manner (often along, up). 
[back formation f. obs. sideling (now 
SIDELONG)] 

siege, n., & v.t. 1. Operations of en¬ 
camped attacking force to take or compel 
surrender of fortified place, period during 
wdiich these last, besieging or being be¬ 
sieged, (often fig.; raise the ~ of, abandon 
attempt to take; lay~ to, begin besieging; 
~ lasted 100 days; stood a long ~, before 
or without surrendering); persistent at¬ 
tempt to force or persuade reluctant 
person to do something; «■—basket, gabion; 
~-pn (hist.), used in ~s, too heavy for 
field use; ~-train (hist.), artillery & other 
appliances for besieging; ~-works, 
trenches, shelters, etc., of besiegers. 
2. v.t. (arch.). Besiege. [ME & OF sege 
seat f. pop. L *sedicum f. L sedem ] 

Sieg'fried line, n. German fortified line 
along Franco-German border, con¬ 
structed prior to 1939-45 war. [person] 

Sien(n)ese' (-z), a. & n. (pi. same). 
(Inhabitant) of Sienna (~ school, of 13th- 
-14th-c. painters). [-ESE] 

sienn'a, n. Ochrous earth used raw or 
burnt as pigment of brownish-yellow 
(raw ~) or reddish-brown (burnt ~) colour. 

[f. It. (terra di) Sienna (earth of) 
Sienna ] 

sie'rra, n. Long jagged mountain-chain; 
Spanish mackerel. [Sp., f. L serra saw] 

sies'ta, n. Midday nap or rest in hot 
countries. [Sp., f. L sexta (hora) sixth 
hour] 

sieve (slv), n., & v.t. 1. Sorting utensil 
with network or perforated bottom 
through which liquids or fine particles 
can pass while solid or coarser matter 
is retained; coarsely plaited basket often 
used as measure; person who cannot keep 
secrets. 2. v.t. Put through, sift with, ~. 
[OE sife, MDu., MLG seve, OHG sib; cf. 
SIFT] 

siffleur (scfldr'). n. (fem. -euse, pr. -<3rz). 
Whistling artiste. [F] 

sift, v.t. & i. Separate into finer & coarser 
parts with sieve, separate (finer parts) 
from material or its coarser parts or out, 
sprinkle (sugar etc.) from perforated 
spoon etc.; closely examine details of 
(evidence, facts, etc.) with regard to 
credibility or authenticity or relevance, 
analyse character of; (of snow, light, etc.) 
fall as from sieve. Hence (-)~'er1 (1, 2) 
n. [OE siftan, MDu., MLG siften, cf. 
SIEVE] 

sigh (si), v.i. & t., & n. 1. Draw deep 
audible breath expressive of sadness, 
weariness, aspiration, relief from tension, 
cessation of effort, etc.; yearn for (person 
or thing desired or lost); utter or express 
with ~s (usu. out); (of wind etc.) make 
sound like ~ing; hence ~'ingLY2 (siT-) 
adv. 2. n. Act of, sound made in, ~ing 
(a~ of relief). [ME sihen, prob. backform. 
on sihte past of obs. siehe f. OE sican] 

sight1 (sit), n. 1. Faculty of vision (long, 
short or near, ~, requiring objects to be 
unusually far, near, for clear definition; 
short ~, fig., lack of discernment or fore¬ 
sight; has good, bad, ~; know by ~, be 
familiar with appearance only of; loss of 
~, becoming blind; second~, power of in¬ 
ternal vision by which future or distant oc¬ 
currences are presented), whence (-)~'ed2 

(sit-), a., (-)~'edLY2 adv., (-)~'edNESs n. 
2. Seeing or being seen, way of looking 
at or considering thing, (catch, lose, ~ of, 
begin, cease, to see; have lost ~ of Jones, 
no longer know his movements etc.; get a 
~ of, manage to see; take a ~ (of, at), si., 
cock a snook; at, on, ~, as soon as person 
or thing has been seen; plays music at ~, 
without preliminary study or practice of 
piece; ~-singing, reading vocal music at 
~; payable at of draft etc.; at first ~, 
prima facie; the ~ of her distress un¬ 
manned him; she found favour in his ~; 
do what is right in one’s own ~). 3. Range 
or unobstructed space within which per¬ 
son etc. can see or object be seen (is in, 
out of, ~, visible, not visible; heave1 in 
~ ; the millennium is in ~, clearly near at 
hand; put out of~, hide, ignore; came in 
~ of the fort, so as to see it or be seen from 
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it; out of ~ out of mind, wo forget the 
absent; out of my ~ /, rhetorical order to 
depart). 4. Thing seen, visible, or worth 
seeing, display, show, spectacle, (a sad ~ 
awaited us; a ~ for sore eyes, person or 
thing one is glad to see, esp. welcome 
visitor; went to see the ~s, noteworthy 
features of town etc., whence ~'seER1, 
~'seeiNG1, nn.; the daffodils were a ~ to 
see or a ~; his face is a perfect ~, dis¬ 
figured with wounds etc.; make a ~ of 
oneself, dress in bizarre fashion etc.). 
5. (colloq.). Great quantity {will cost a 
~ of money; is a long ~ better). 6. (Kinds 
of device for assisting) precise aim with 
gun or observation with optical instru¬ 
ment (forgot to pid up the leaf of his back 
~, in rifle-shooting; took a careful ~ 
before firing; the ~s of, a ~ with, quadrant 
or compass). 7. worthy, worth seeing. 
[OE (ge)sihth, MDu., OHG silit, f. sift- 
stem of see 1 + -th 11 

sight2 (sit), v.t. Get sight of, esp. by 
coming near (~ land, game); take observa¬ 
tion of (star etc.) with instrument; pro¬ 
vide (gun, quadrant, etc.) with sights; 
adjust sights of (~ing shot, experimental 
one to guide rifleman etc. in this); aim 
(gun etc.) with sights, [f. prec.] 

sight'less (sit-), a. Blind; (poet.) in¬ 
visible. [ME;-less] 

sight'lly (sit-), a. Not unsightly. Hence 
~1ness n. [-ly1] 

si'gillate, a. (Of pottery) with impressed 
patterns; (bot.) having seal-like marks, 
[f. L sigillatus (sigillum seal dim. of 
SIGNitm, -ATE2)] 

sig'rna, n. Greek letter (S or C, a or, when 
final, s) corresponding to s. [Gk] 

sig'mate1, a. Sigma-shaped; S-sliaped. 
[-ATE2] 

sig'm|ate2, v.t. Add sigma or s to. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [-ate3] 

sigmat'ic, a. Formed with sigma (esp. ~ 
aorist). [sigma -atos, -IC] 

sig'moid, a. & n. 1. (Chiefly anat.) curved 
like the uncial sigma (C), or (now usu.) 
like S. 2. n. Reversed or inverted curve. 
[-OID] 

sign1 (sin), n. 1. Mark traced on surface 
etc. (esp. the ~ of the cross, made by 
Christian priests in blessing or laymen in 
reverence with finger on forehead or 
breast; ~ manual, signature written with 
person’s own hand). 2. Written mark 
conventionally used for word or phrase, 
symbol, thing used as representation of 
something, (positive or plus ~, + ; nega¬ 
tive or minus ~, — ; words are the ~s of 
ideas; a sacrament is an outward <&• visible 
~ of an inward <£• spiritual grace). 3. 
(Thing serving as) presumptive evidence 
or indication or suggestion or symptom 
of or that, distinctive mark, token, 
guarantee, password, miracle evidencing 
supernatural power, portent, (violence is a 
~ of weakness or that one is weak; shows 
all the ~s of decay; gave earth <£• water in ~ 

of submission; by this ~ ye shall know 
them; did ~s <tc wonders; ~ & counters, 
secret words etc. by which confederates 
recognize each other; ~.s of the times, 
things showing the tendency of affairs); 
(path.) objective evidence or indication 
of disease (often with defining word, as 
Babinski's, Oppenheim’s, ~). 4. (Often 

board) fanciful device usu. painted on 
a board displayed formerly by traders of 
any sort & still by many inns & some 
barbers etc. as advertisement of their 
business (at the ~ of the White Hart etc., 
arch., formerly used as address). 5. 
Natural or conventional motion or gesture 
used instead of words to convey informa¬ 
tion & esp. order or request (gave him a~ 
to withdraw; deaf-&-dumb ~s, those used 
in finger-talk; make no seem uncon¬ 
scious, not protest, etc.). 6. Any of twelve 
divisions of zodiac named from constella¬ 
tions formerly situated in them. 7. ~- 
-painler, -writer, of ~boards, shop-front 
inscriptions, etc.; ~'post, at cross-roads 
etc. with names of places on each road. 
[ME & OF signe f. L signum] 

sign2 (sin), v.t. & i. 1. Mark with sign 
(esp. ~ infant etc. with the sign of the cross 
in baptism). 2. Acknowledge or guarantee 
(letter, deed, picture, book, article, 
petition, etc., or abs.) as one’s own pro¬ 
duction or as having one’s authority or 
consent by affixing or having affixed one’s 
name or initials or recognized mark (the 
will had never been ; a ~ed masterpiece 
of Turner's; ~e<I as usual with a dicky- 
-bird; does not ~ his contributions to the 
press; nothing shall induce me to ~), 
whence ~'able (sin-) a. 3. Write (one’s 
name) as signature; convey (right, pro¬ 
perty, etc.) away by ~ing deed etc.; take, 
acknowledge being taken, on for some 
employment to which employee binds 
himself by signature. 4. Communicate 
by gesture (~ assent), give order or make 
request by gesture to person to do (~ed to 
me to come). 5. ~ off, (bridge) indicate by 
a conventional bid that one is ending the 
bidding, (radio) cease transmitting; so 
-—off n. [ME, f. OF signer or L signare 
(signum,, see prec.)] 

sig'nal1, a. Remarkably good or bad, 
conspicuous, noteworthy, exemplary, 
condign, (~ victory, defeat, reward, punish¬ 
ment, virtue, example). Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[f. F signal& f. It. p.p. segnalato distin¬ 
guished (foil., -ato -ate2)] 

sig'nal2, n., & v.t. & i. (-11-). 1. Precon¬ 
certed or intelligible sign conveying in¬ 
formation or direction esp. to person(s) at 
a distance, message made up of such 
signs, (the ~ was to be the dropping of a 
handkerchief; ~s are made by day with 
flags & by night with lights; gave the ~ for 
advance; roo2-~; ~ of distress, appeal for 
help, esp. from ship made by firing guns; 
storm-~, cone etc. hoisted at meteoro¬ 
logical station; code of ~s, ~-book, body 
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of ~s arranged for sending complicated 
messages esp. in naval & mil. rise); im¬ 
mediate occasion for some general move¬ 
ment (the earthquake was the ~ for an 
outbreak of the primitive instincts); 
|| royal Corps of »S~s; —box, hut on rail¬ 
way with '--ling-apparatus; —man, ~ler; 
~ strength, strength of reception of radio 
~s (varying with the time of day etc.). 
2. vb. Make ~(s), make ~(s) to, transmit 
(order, information) by ~, announce 
(event, that) by ~, direct (person to do) by 
~ ; hence ~1br1 n. [ME, f. OF, f. med. L 
signale (LL signalis) f. L signum sign1, -al] 

sig'nalize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Make note¬ 
worthy or remarkable, lend distinction or 
lustre to, (his accession was ~d by an 
amnesty), [signal1, -izb] 

sig'natorly, a. & n. (Party, esp. State) 
that has signed an agreement esp. a 
treaty (the ~ies or ~y powers to the treaty 
of Berlin), [f. L signatorius of sealing (sig- 
nare mark, -TORY)] 

sig'nature, n. l.(arch.). Significant ap¬ 
pearance or mark (has the ~ of passion, 
of early death, in his face; herb’s yellow 
flowers are a ~ indicating that it will cure 
jaundice). 2. Person’s name or initials or 
mark used in siGN2ing. 3. Letter or figure 
placed by printer at foot of (now, usu. 
only first) page of each sheet of book as 
guide in making up for binding, such 
sheet after folding. 4. (mus.). Key ~, clef 
with sharps or flats at beginning of each 
stall; fraction placed at beginning 
of composition, numerator giving number 
of beats in each bar and denominator 
duration of each. 5. ~ tune, special tune 
used in broadcasting to announce a 
particular turn etc. [f. med. L signatura 
(LL = marking of sheep), or F signature; 
(as prec., -ure)] 

sig'net, n. Private seal for use instead of 
or with signature as authentication (the 
~, royal seal formerly used for special 
purposes; || writer to the ~); ~-ring, 
finger-ring with seal set in it. [ME, f. AF, 
OF signet, or med. L signetum (sign \ -et *)] 

significance, n. Being significant, ex¬ 
pressiveness, (there is no ~ in his eyes; 
with a look of deep ~); covert or real im¬ 
port, what is meant to be or may be 
inferred, (those were the words, but what is 
their ~ ?); importance, noteworthiness, 
(what he thinks aboid it is of no ~). [OF, 
or f. L significantia (signify, -ance)] 

significant, a. Having a meaning (-kin 
is a ~ termination); expressive, sug¬ 
gestive, with pregnant or secret sense, 
inviting attention; noteworthy, of con¬ 
siderable amount or effect or importance, 
not insignificant or negligible, (usu. in 
negative contexts, as the only ~ event was 
—). Hence ~ly2 adv. [as signify,-ant] 

signification, n. Act of signifying (rare); 
exact meaning or sense (usu. of some¬ 
thing, esp. of a word or phrase). [ME, f. 
OF, or f. L significatio (signify, -ation)] 

significative, a. Offering signs or pre¬ 
sumptive evidence of. [ME, f. OF (-if, 
-ive), or f. LL signifloativus (as foil., 
-ATIVE)] 

sig'nifly, v.t. & i. Be a sign or indication 
or presage of (a long upper lip ~ies 
obstinacy; a halo ~ies rain); mean, have 
as meaning, (D.D. ~ies doctor of divinity); 
communicate, make known, (he ~ied his 
reluctance, that he could not consent); be of 
importance, matter, (esp. in negative 
contexts, as it does not'—?/). [ME, f. OF 
signifter f. L significare (sign1, -fy)] 

Signor, Signora, Signorina, (sen'ydi, 
senyor'a, senyoren'a), nn. (pi. -ri pr. -re, 
-re pr. -ra, -ne pr. -na). Titles used of or 
to Italians corresponding to Sir & Mr, 
Madam & Mrs, young lady & Mi3S. [It. ] 

Sikh (sek, sik), n. Member of Hindu 
community founded as monotheistic sect 
c. 1500 in Punjab & after achieving in¬ 
dependence annexed 1849 to British India. 
Hence ~'ism n., the (religious) tenets of 
the ~s. [Hind., = disciple] 

sil'age, n., & v.t. 1. = ensilage. 2. v.t. 
Put into silo. [alt. f. ensilage after silo] 

sil'ence, n., & v.t. 1. Abstinence from 
speech or noise, being silent, taciturnity, 
non-betrayal of secret etc., fact of not 
mentioning a thing, (the ~ of Scripture on 
the subject; ~ gives consent; ~ is golden; 
keep, break, ~, abstain from speaking, 
speak; put to ~, esp. refute in argu¬ 
ment); absence of sound, stillness, (in 
~, without speech or other sound); 
oblivion, state of not being mentioned, 
(have passed into ~); ! (order to cease 
from speech or noise). 2. v.t. Make silent 
by force, superior argument, etc. (~d the 
enemy’s batteries, the best debaters in the 
House, the voice of conscience). Hence 
sil'encER1 n., kinds of device for render¬ 
ing (comparatively) noiseless the escape 
of gas from gun, oil-engine, etc. [ME, f. 
OF, f. L silentium (silere be silent)] 

sil'ent, a. Not speaking, not uttering or 
making or accompanied by any sound, 
(~ letter, one written but not pronounced, 
e.g. b in doubt; ~ film, without sound 
accompaniment; ~ partner, with no voice 
in management of business; the ~ system 
in prisons, by which prisoners are never 
allowed to speak); taciturn, speaking 
little; saying nothing on some subject 
(history is ~ upon it). Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[f. L silere be silent, -ent ] 

Silen'us, n. Rollicking drunken bloated 
old man. [L, f. Gk Seilenos name of one 
of Bacchus’s attendants] 

sile'sia (-sha), n. Kinds of thin cloth used 
for blinds & dress-linings, [orig. made in 
Silesia] 

silhouette' (-10b-), n., & v.t. 1. Portrait 
of person in profile showing outline only, 
all inside the outline being usu. black on 
white ground or cut out in paper; ap¬ 
pearance of person or object as seen 
against light so that outline only is 
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distinguishable (in ~, so seen or placed). 
2. v.t. Represent or (usu. pass.) exhibit 
in [f. Etienne de Silhouette (1709-67), 
French author & politician] 

sil'icla, n. Silicon dioxide, occurring as 
quartz & as principal constituent of sand¬ 
stone & other rocks (~0s'is n., disease 
caused by inhalation of quartz dust, so 
~ot'ic a. & n.). Hence sili'cic, ~iF'EROus, 
sill'cious or sili'cEOus (-sluts), aa., 
~ate1(3) n., ~l-, ~o-, comb, forms, [f. L 
silex -icis flint] 

sil'icated, a. Coated, mixed, combined, 
or impregnated, with silica, [prec., -ate3, 
-ed1] 

sili'ci|fy, v.t. & i. Impregnate with silica, 
turn (t. & i.) into silica, petrify. Hence 
—FICA'TION n. [SILICA, -FY] 

sil'icon, n. Non-metallic element of very 
common occurrence in the compound 
silica, [f. L silex -icis flint, (after carbon, 
boron), replacing silicium.] 

sil'iqua (pi. -ae), silique' (-ek), n. Pod of 
plants of mustard family. Hence sil'iqu- 
ose1, sil'iquous, (-kw-), aa. [L] 

silk, n. 1. Fine soft thread produced in 
making cocoon by warm or larva of 
kinds of moth feeding esp. on mulberry 
leaves (spun ~, see sriN; thrown ~, organ- 

zine) ; similar thread spun by some 
spiders etc. or (artificial ~, now usu. 
rayon) thread or yarn made from cellulose. 
2. Cloth woven of ~ (II take ~, become 
K.C. or Q.C. & exchange stuff for ~ 
gown); (pi.) kinds, or garments made, of 
such cloth. 3. II (colloq.). K.C. or Q.C. 
4. Peculiar lustre seen in some sapphires 
& rubies. 5. (attrib., now usu. preferred 
to silken). Made of ~ (~ stockings etc.; 
make a ~ purse out of a soiv’s ear, get 
better results from a person than his 
qualities admit of). 6. || ~-fowl, breed 
with silky plumage; —gland, secreting 
the substance produced as ~; —reel, 
-winder, for unwinding ~ from cocoon & 
winding it as thread; ~-screen printing, a 
stencil printing process. [OE sioloc (cf. 
ON silki) prob. ult. f. L, or Gk seri/cos f. 
Seres, prob. the Chinese, -ic] 

sil'ken, a. Made of silk (arch., poet.); 
clad in silk; soft, lustrous, as silk; (of 
manner etc.) suave, insinuating. [ME; -en5] 

sil'kly, a. Like silk in smoothness, soft¬ 
ness, fineness, or lustre (~y manner etc., 
suave). Hence ~Iness n. [-Y2] 

sill, n. Shelf or slab of stone or wood at 
foot of door or esp. window; horizontal 
timber at bottom of dock or lock en¬ 
trance, against which the gates close. 
[OE syll(e), = MDu., MLG sulle, cogn. w. 
ON syll, OHG swelli, Goth, gasuljan to 
found ] 

sill'abub, n. Dish made of cream or milk 
mixed with wine etc. into soft curd & 
sometimes whipped or solidified with 
gelatine. [16th c. also sillibucke, sillub, 
etc., of unkn. orig.] 

|| sill'er, n. (Sc.). Silver; money. [ = silver] 

Slll'ery, n. Kinds of sparkling & still 
champagne, [place-name] 

sill'ly, a. & n. 1. || Innocent, simple, help¬ 
less, (arch.); foolish, weak-minded, im¬ 
prudent, unwise, imbecile; || the ~y 
season, August & September as the 
season when newspapers start trivial 
discussions for lack of news; point, 
short leg (placed close up to batsman). 
2. n. (colloq.). A~y person. Hence~iLY2 
adv., ~iness n. [later form of ME sely 
(dial, seely) f. OE *satlig, OS, OHG salig, 
f. WG *sadi luck, happiness] 

sil'o, n. (pi. ~s), & v.t. I. Pit or airtight 
structure in which green crops are pressed 
& kept for fodder, undergoing fermenta¬ 
tion. 2. v.t. Make ensilage of. [Sp., f. L 
f. Gk siros] 

silt, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Sediment deposited 
by water in channel, harbour, etc. 2. vb. 
Choke or be choked with ~ (usu. up; the 
passage has or is ~ed up). [ME, of obsc. 
orig.; cf. Da., Norw. syll, OLG sulta, 
OHG sulza salt marsh, cogn. w. salt] 

Silur'ian, a. & n. 1. Of the Silures, a 
people of ancient Britain. 2. (Of) a series 
of rocks forming a subdivision of the 
Palaeozoic immediately underlying the 
Devonian, named as first investigated in 
district of the Silures. [f. L Silures, -ian] 

sil'van, sy-, a. Of the, having, woods; 
rural. [16th e., f. L silva wood +-an, thr. 
F sylvain; cf. L Silvanus woodland deity] 

sil'ver1, n. 1. A white lustrous precious 
metal used chiefly with alloy of harder 
metals for coin, plate, & ornaments, & 
in chem. combinations for photography 
etc. (Germans, nickel~, etc., white alloys 
used as substitutes for ~ in table articles 
etc., or for coating with ~; fulminating~, 
an explosive powder; oxidizecZ ~). 2. ~ 
coins (have you any ~ on you?). 3. ~ ves¬ 
sels or implements or articles of furniture 
(melted down all his~ in the king’s sere ice). 
4. Any of the salts of ~ used in sensitizing 
photographic paper. 5. attrib. or adj. 
(usu. now preferred to ~n a. arch, see 
-en5). Made of ~, second-best, (the ~ age, 
see brazen1, also spec, the period of Latin 
literature that followed the Augustan; 
so ~ Latin; a ~ cup; speech is ~ or ~n, 
but silence is golden, better be silent than 
speak); (as substitute for~Y2 a., whence 
~!ness n.) resembling ~ in whiteness, 
lustre, ringing sound, etc. (~ hair, white 
& lustrous; has a ~ or tone; has a ~ 
tongue, is eloquent, whence —tonguED2 
a.; every cloud has a ~ lining, misfortune 
has its consolations). 6. ~-bath, (tray for 
holding) solution of ~ nitrate used for 
sensitizing; ~ fir, kind with two ~ lines 
on under side of leaves; ~-fish, kinds of 
fish, esp. a colourless variety of goldfish, 
(also) ~y insect found in books & mouldy 
places; ~ foil1 ; ~ fox, variety of common 
fox with black grey-tipped fur; ~ gilt, ~ 
gilded over, also imitation gilding of 
yellow lacquer over ~ leaf; ~-grey, 
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~ paper, fine 2. n. ~ing state (esp. at a or on the ~). 
[alt. f. lGth c. (now dial.) simper, prob. 

lustrons grey; ~ leaf ; 
white tissue-paper, (loosely) tin foil; ~ 
plate, vessels, spoons, etc., of ~; ~ point, 
(process of sketching on prepared paper 
with) ^--pointed style (a head in ~ point); 
~ print, photographic positive on paper 
sensitized by a salt of ~; ~ sand, fine 
kind used in gardening; ~ screen, superior 
type of cinematographic screen, (also) 
film-pictures collectively; ~side, best 
side of round of beef; ~smith, worker in 
~, manufacturer of ~ articles; ~ solder, 
solder for joining ~ ; ~ standard, use of ~ 
money alone as full legal tender; \\~-stick, 
field-officer of Life Guards on palace duty; 
II ~ streak, the English channel; ~ thaw, 
glassy coating on the ground, exposed 
woodwork, etc., caused when rain freezes 
as it falls, or when a sudden thaw (after 
hard frost) is succeeded by a light frost; 
~-top, a disease in grasses; ~ wedding, 
twenty-fifth anniversary; ~-weed, yellow - 
-flowered roadside plant with ~y lower 
leaf-surfaces. [OE seolfor, OS sil(u)bar, 
OHG sil(a)bar, Goth, silubr, of obsc. orig. ] 

sil'ver2, v. t. & i. Coat or plate with silver; 
provide (mirror-glass) with backing of 
tin foil, mercury, etc.; (of moon or white 
light) give silvery appearance to; (with 
hair as obj. or subj.) turn (t. & i.) grey or 
white, [f. prec. ] 

sil'viculture, sy-, n. The growing and 
tending of trees as a branch of forestry, 
[f. L silva a wood + culture ] 

sim'i|an, a. & n. l.(zool.). (Of) one of the 
Simiidae or anthropoid apes. 2. Ape- 
(like), monkey(-like). So ~oid a. [f. L 
simia ape, -an ] 

sim'ilar, a. & n. 1. Like, alike, having 
mutual resemblance or resemblance to, 
of the same kind; (geom.) shaped alike; 
hence or c.ogn. ~ity (-a'r-) n., ~ly2 adv. 
2. n. Thing resembling another; (pi.) ~ 
things, [f. F similaire or med. L *similaris 
(L similis like, -ar) ] 

sim'ile, n. The introduction, esp. in 
poetry or poetical style, ostensibly for 
explanatory or illustrative purposes but 
often in fact for ornament only, of an 
object or scene or action with which the 
one in hand is professedly compared & 
usu. connected by a comparative con¬ 
junction such as as (a style rich in ~ & 
metaphor); a comparison of this kind {the 
~ of the dome of many-coloured glass; cf. 
METAPHOR, ALLEGORY, rARABLE). [f. L 
neut. of similis like] 

simil'itude, n. Likeness, guise, outward 
appearance, {in, assume, the ~ of); simile, 
comparison, {talks in ~s); counterpart, 
facsimile, (rare; is the very ~ of). [ME, f. 
OF, or f. L similitudo (prec., -tude)] 

sim'ilize, -ise (-iz), v.i. & t. Use simile; 
illustrate by simile(s). [simile, -ize] 

simm'er, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Be, keep 
(trans.), on the point of boiling, boil (t. & 
i.) very gently; (fig.) be in a state of sup¬ 
pressed anger, indignation, or laughter. 

imit. ] 
|| sim'nel-cake, n. Rich ornamental 
boiled cake made esp. at Easter, Christ¬ 
mas, and Mid Lent. [ME, f. OF simenel, 
rel. in some way to L simila finest flour] 

simon'iac, n. Person guilty of simony. 
[ME, f. OF, or f. med. L simoniacus 
(SIMONY, -AC)] 

simoni'acal, a. Guilty, of the nature, of 
simony. Hence ~ly2 adv. [-AL] 

Sim'on Pure, n. The real or genuine per¬ 
son or article (usu. the real ~). [character 
in Centlivre’s Bold Stroke for a Wife] 

sim'ony, n. Buying or selling of ecclesias¬ 
tical preferment. [ME, f. OF simonie f. 
LL simonia f. Simon {Magus), see Acts viii. 
18, J1] 

simoom', n. Hot dry suffocating dust- 
-laden wind moving in straight narrow 
track and passing in a few minutes, 
chiefly in Arabian desert, [f. Arab, semum 
samm to poison)] 

♦simp, n. (colloq.). Simpleton, [abbr.] 
sim'per, v.i. &t.,&n. 1. Smile affectedly, 
smirk; express by or with ~ing (~ed 
consent)-, hence ~ingLY2 adv., ~er1 n. 
2. n. Affected smile. [16th c., orig. obsc.; 
cf. Da., Norw., Sw. dial, semper, simper, 
MDu. simperlijk nice, affected] 

sim'ple, a. & n. 1. Not compound, con¬ 
sisting of one element, all of one kind, 
involving only one operation or power, 
not divided into parts, not analysable, 
(~ sentence ; ~ interest 1; a ~ quantity, 
expressible by single number; induction 
by ~ enumeration, based merely on ran¬ 
dom examples without selection or tests; 
~ addition, of numbers of one denomina¬ 
tion ; ~ equation, not involving the second 
or any higher power of unknown quan¬ 
tity, cf. quadratic ; ~ machine, any of the 
mechanical powers; ~ leaf, of one blade; 
~ pistil, of one carpel; ~ eye of insect, 
ocellus ; ~ fracture, breaking of bone 
only, cf. compound2; ~ idea, that cannot 
be analysed into elements). 2. Not com¬ 
plicated or elaborate or adorned or in¬ 
volved or highly developed (the style is 
~ and devoid of ornament; ~ diet; the ~ 
life, practice of doing without servants 
& luxuries, attempt to return to more 
primitive conditions; the greatest works of 
art are the ~s<; in ~ beauty, unadorned; a 
~ form of pump; ~ fonns of life, creatures 
low in scale of evolution). 3. Absolute, 
unqualified, mere, neither more nor less 
than, just, (to give an infant alcohol is ~ 
murder or madness; his ~ word is as good 
as an oath; pretends to be no more than a 
~ gentleman-, fee ~). 4. Plain in appear¬ 
ance or manner, unaffected, unsophisti¬ 
cated, ingenuous, natural, artless, (a ~ 
person; ~ attire; a~ heart or mind, whence 
—heartED2, —mindED2, aa., ~-mind- 
edNESS n.). 5. Foolish, ignorant, inex¬ 
perienced, (am not so ~ as to suppose). 



simpleton 1189 

6. Easily understood or done, presenting 
no difficulty, (gave a ~ explanation-, the 
problem is very ~; can be cured by a ~ 
device). 7. Of low rank, humble, insigni¬ 
ficant, trifling, (gentle <£• ~ ; her ~ efforts 
to please); hence or cogn. ~ness (rare), 
simpli'ciTY, nn., sim'pLY2 adv. 8. n. 
A herb used medicinally, the medicine 
made from it; be cut for the ~s, undergo 
operation for cure of folly. [ME, f. OF, 
f. L simplus or simplex] 

sim'pleton (-pit-), n. Foolish, gullible, or 
half-witted person, [fancy noun f. prec. ] 

sfrnpll'cfter, adv. Absolutely, univer¬ 
sally, without limitation, not relatively 
or in certain respects only (cf. secundum 
quid). [L] 

sim'pli|fy, v.t. Make simple, make easy 
to do or understand. So ~fica'tion n. 

[f. F simplifier f. med. L simplificare 
(SIMPLE, -FY)] 

sim'plism, n. Affected simplicity, [-ism] 
simulac'rum, n. (pi. -ra). Image of 
something; shadowy likeness, deceptive 
substitute, mere pretence. [L (simulate)] 

sim'ulant, a. Having the appearance of 
(esp. biol., as stamens ~ of petals), [foil., 
-ANT] 

sim'ulate, v.t. Feign, pretend to have or 
feel, put on, (~ virtue, indignation, etc.); 
pretend to be, act like, resemble, wear 
the guise of, mimic, (of word) take or 
have an altered form suggested by (word 
wrongly taken for its source), (actor ~s 
king etc.; chameleon ~s its surroundings; 
amuck, for amok, ~.s the English muck). 
So simulA'TiON n. [f. L siniulare (similis 
like), -ate3] 

simultan'eous, a. Occurring or operat¬ 
ing at the same time (with); ~ equation 
(involving two or more variables). Hence 
simultane'iTY, ~ness, nn., ~ly2 adv. 
[f. L simul together, -aneous after in¬ 
stantaneous or (obs.) momentaneous] 

simurg', n. Monstrous bird of Persian 
myth. [f. Pees, simurgh] 

sin, n., & v.i. & t. (-nn-). 1. Transgression, 
a transgression, against divine law or 
principles of morality (original ~; living 
in open ~; deadly or mortal ~, such as 
kills the soul or is fatal to salvation; 
the seven deadly ~s, pride, covetousness, 
lust, anger, gluttony, envy, sloth; one’s 
besetting ~, to which one is especially 
tempted; for my ~s, joc., as a judgement 
for something or other; the unpardonable 
~, that described Matt. xii. 31-32; man of 
~, arch, or joc., reprobate, also Anti¬ 
christ; like ~, si., vehemently); offence 
against good taste, propriety, etc.; ~- 
-eater, one hired to take on himself a dead 
person’s ~s by eating bread and drinking 
ale placed on the bier; ~-offering, sacrifice 
etc. in expiation of ~; lienee ~'ful, 

less, an,., ~'fulLY2, ~'lessLY2, advv., 
~'fulNESS, ~'lessNESS, nn. 2. vb. Com¬ 
mit ~ ; offend against (more ~ned against 
than ~ning, see King Lear in. ii. CO, often 

sinecure 
of victim of seduction); ~ one’s mercies, 
be ungrateful for good luck; hence ~n'ER1 

n. (often joc., as you young ~ner; as I am 
a r~ner, form of asseveration). [OE 
syn(n), rel. to OS sundea, OHG sunt(e)a, 
ON syntli; cf. L sons sonlis guilty] 

Sinait'ic, a. Of Mount Sinai or the penin¬ 
sula of Sinai, [f. mod. L Sinailicus] 

Sinanthrop'us, n. Apelike man of the 
type represented by remains found near 
Peking, [mod. L, f. sino- +Gk anthropos 
man] 

sin'apism, n. Mustard plaster, [f. F 
-isrme or LL f. Gk sinapismus f. sinapi 
mustard ] 

since, adv., prep., & conj. 1. After speci¬ 
fied or implied past time, throughout (usu. 
ever ~) or at some or any point in the 
period between such time & that which is 
present or being dealt with, (has or had 
been healthy ever ~; then more flourishing 
than ever before or ~ ; has ~ been cut down; 
have or had not seen him ~); ago (happened 
many years ~ ; how long ~ is it?; saw him 
not long ~). 2. prep. After (specified past 
time or event), through or in period be¬ 
tween time present or being dealt with & 
(such time), (has or had been going on, 
has happened, ~ 1900 or Christmas; have 
eaten nothing ~ yesterday; ~ seeing you 
I have or had heard —). 3. conj. From the 
past time when, through or in the period 
between time present or being dealt with 
& that when (what have you done ~ ive 
met?; nothing has happened, there had 
been a disturbance, ~ we parted); seeing 
that, inasmuch as, (~ that is so, there is no 
more to be said); (ellipt.) as being (a more 
dangerous, ~ unknown, foe), [reduced 
form of obs. sithence (or f. dial, sin (f. 
sithen) adv.+ -ES), f. OE siththon (prop. 
sith thon after that) + -ES; cf. OHG sid 
since_etc., Goth, seithus late] 

sincere', a. Free from pretence or deceit, 
the same in reality as in seeming or pro¬ 
fession, not assumed or put on, genuine, 
honest, frank. Hence or cogn. since'riTY 
n., ~ly2 (-rli) adv. (esp. in yours ~ly be¬ 
fore signature of letter), [f. L sincerus] 

sin'eiput, n. Head from forehead to top 
(cf. occiput). [L (semi- half, caput head)] 

sine1, n. (trigon.). (~ of arc) line drawn 
from one extremity of arc perpendicu¬ 
larly to radius which meets other ex¬ 
tremity ; (~ of angle) ratio of above line 
to radius (abbr. sin, as sin A, ratio of the 
perpendicular subtending the angle A to 
the hypotenuse; versed ~, abbr. vers, 
unity minus the cosine), [f. L si/ius 
curve] 

sin'e2, L prep. Without (~ di'e, without 
date, of business indefinitely adjourned; 
~ qua ndn, indispensable condition or 
qualification). 

sln'ecur|e, n. Office of profit or honour 
without duties attached, esp. benefice 
without cure of souls. Hence ~ism (3), 
~ist(2), nn. [f. L sine cura without care] 
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sln'ew, n., & v.t. 1. (Piece of) tough 
fibrous tissue uniting muscle to bone, 
tendon; (pi., loosely) muscles, bodily 
strength, wiriness, (fig.) what forms the 
strength of or sustains or holds together, 
framework, resources, (esp. the ~s of war, 
money, armaments, etc.); hence ~less, 
~y2, aa., ~iNESS n. 2. v.t. (poet.). Serve 
as ~s of, sustain, hold together. [OE 
seon(o)we obi. form of si(o)nu f. Gmc 
*senawo; = OS senewa, OHG -aim, ON 
sin] 

sinfoni'a (-e'a), n. (In early Italian 
operas) overture. [It., = symphony] 

sing, v.i. & t. (sang or, now rare, sting; 

sung). 1. Utter words, utter (words), in 
tuneful succession, esp. in accordance 
with a set tune (~ one’s praises, be always 
praising him), whence ■—'able a. 2. Pro¬ 
duce vocal melody, utter (song, tune), 
(,birds were ~ing; ~ another song or tune, 

~ small, become more humble, be crest¬ 
fallen). 3. Make inarticulate melodious 
or humming or buzzing or whistling 
sounds {wind, kettle, bee, ~s); (of ears) be 
affected as with buzzing sound (also have 

a ~ing in one’s ears). 4. Compose poetry, 
celebrate (hero, beauty, great event, etc.) 
in verse. 5. Usher (esp. old or new year) 
out or in with ~ing; put to sleep, into good 

humour, etc., with ~ing; ~ out t. & i.. call 
out loudly, shout. 6. || ~ing-man [-ISO2], 

paid~er; ~ing-master [-iso1], teacher of 
-~ing; ^ing-voice [-inq1], voice as modu¬ 
lated in ~ing. Hence ~'Elt1 n. [OE 
(= 03, OHG) singan, ON syngva, Goth. 
siggwan f. Gmc *singu-an ] 

singe (-3), v.t. & i. (~ing), & n. 1. Burn 
(t. & i.) superficially (~ person’s hair, 
burn ofi tips as hairdressing operation; 
~ pig, foul, bum off bristles, down, after 
killing or plucking; your dress is ~ing; 
his reputation is a little ; ~ one’s 
feathers or wings, take some harm esp. in 
venturesome attempt). 2. n. Superficial 
burn (rare). [OE sencgan, = OFris. senga, 
MLG, MHG sengen, perh. causative f. sing 
(Gmc *sangjan), w. ref. to hissing sound 
produced in burning] 

Singhalese (-nggalez'), a. & n. Yar. of 
SINHALESE. 

single1 (slng'gl), a. & n. 1. One only, not 
double or multiple, united, undivided, 
designed for or used or done by one per¬ 
son etc. or one set or pair, (~ combat, 

entry, file3; ~ flcnver, that grows one on 
a stem, also that has not double 1 corolla; 
~ game, with one player on each side; ~ 
wicket, rudimentary form of cricket; ~ 
court in lawn tennis, fives, etc., of size etc. 
for ~ game; ~ bed, room, for one person; 
~ eye-glass, for one eye, monocle; a multi¬ 
tude inspired with a ~ purpose); (of ticket) 
valid for outward journey only. 2. Soli¬ 
tary, lonely, unaided, (a ~ tree stands on 
the ridge; paid either by instalments or in 
a — sum-, ~ life, state, man, woman, un¬ 
married; ~ blessedness, joc., unmarried 

singularize 

state). 3. (In negative contexts) not to 
speak of more {did not see a ~ one, a ~ 
person; can a ~ argument be advanced for 
it?). 4. Free from duplicity, sincere, con¬ 
sistent, guileless, ingenuous, (a ~ eye, 
devotion to one purpose, whence ~- 
-eyED2 a.; ~ heart or mind, simplicity of 
character, whence~-heartEo2, mind- 
ed2, aa., ~-mind/edNESS n.). 5. ~- 
-acling, (of engine etc.) with steam 
admitted only to one side of piston; ~- 
-breasted, (of coat etc.) with only one set 
of buttons & buttonholes, not overlap¬ 
ping; —cut, (of file) with grooves cut in 
one direction only, not crossing; —fire, 
(of cartridge) not meant to be recharged 
after use; ~-handed a. & adv., {done etc.) 
without help from other persons {try his 
~ -handed efforts; cannot be done ~-handed), 
also with or for one hand (the men played 
~ -handed against the women with both 
hands; two-handed & ~-handed swords); 
■—loader, breechloading rifle without 
magazine; ~stick, (fencing with) basket- 
-hilted stick of about sword’s length; 
hence ~ness n., sing'LY2 a,dy., (-ngg-). 
6. n. ~ game; ~ ticket; hit for one in 
cricket; (short whist) game won by 5-4; 
(pi.) twisted ~ threads of silk. [ME, f. 
OF, f. L singulus] 

single2 (sing'gl), v.t. Choose out as an 
example or as distinguishable or to serve 
some purpose, [f. prec.] 

II sing'let (-ngg-), n. Garment worn below 
shirt, vest, [single1, -et1; prob. orig. 
= unlined garment on anal, of doublet ] 

sing'leton (-ngglt-), n. The only card of 
a suit at bridge etc.; single thing, only 
child, etc. [f. single on anal, of simpleton] 

sing'song, a. & n., & v.i. & t. 1. In, 
recited with, monotonous rhythm. 2. n. 
Monotonous rhythm; monotonous ca¬ 
dence in speaking; || impromptu vocal 
concert, meeting for amateur singing. 
3. vb. Recite (verse etc.), speak, in ~ 
manner, [sing, song] 

sing'ular (-ngg-), a. & n. 1. (Gram.) of the 
form used in speaking of a single person 
or thing, not dual or plural; single, 
individual, (esp. all & ~, all whether 
taken together or separately); unex¬ 
ampled, unique, (now rare); unusual, 
remarkable from rarity, much beyond 
the average in degree, extraordinary, 
surprising; eccentric, unconventional, 
strangely behaved. 2. n. (gram.). The 
~ number1; a word in the ~ number. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF singuler, 
-ier, -aire, or f. L singularis (-arius), as 
SINGLE, -AR1] 

singula'rity (-ngg-), n. In adj. senses; 
esp., uncommonness, being remarkable, 
odd trait or peculiarity. [ME, f. OF 
singularite or LL singularitas (prec., -TY)] 

sing'ularlz|e (-ngg-), -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Strip 
(word) of termination mistaken for that of 
plural (pease & Chinese are ~d into pea, 
Chinee). Hence ~a'tion n* [-ize] 
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Sinhalese' (-nalez'), a. & n. (Member, 
language) of an Aryan people deriving 
from N. India and now living in Ceylon, 
[f. Skr. Sinhala Ceylon 4- -ese ] 

sin'lster, a. (Her.) on left side of shield 
etc. (i.e. on right as seen by observer; 
BATON, BEND1, cf. DEXTER); (joc.) left; 
of evil omen; (usu. of person in regard to 
his appearance, or of his face or look) 
ill-looking, of malignant or villainous 
aspect; wicked, flagitious, (a ~ design). 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF sinislre or 
L sinister left] 

sin'istral, a. Of, on, the left (rare); (of 
spiral shells) with whorls going to left & 
not as usu. to right. Hence ~LY2 adv. 
[f. med. L sinistralis (prec., -Al)] 

sin'istro-, comb, form of L sinister left, 
as ~ce'rebral, of the left hemisphere of the 
brain; ~rse, with leftward motion or as¬ 
pect (esp. in bot. of climbing plants etc.). 

sink1, v.i. & t. (sank or now rarely sunk; 
sunk or in adj. use usu. sunken). 1. Fall 
slowly downwards, decline, disappear be¬ 
low surface of liquid or below horizon, 
come gradually to lower level or pitch, 
droop, despond, subside, settle down, 
gradually expire or perish or cease, (sun 
is ~ing, sank; my heart, spirits, sank; 
ship ~s, goes to the bottom; her eyes 
sank, were turned downwards; his head, 
chin, sank on his shoulder, chest; voice 
~s, becomes lower-pitched, or quieter; 
sick man, life, is ~ing, becoming weaker, 
dying; prices ~, become lower; storm, 
river, ~s, subsides; ground ~s, slopes 
down, also comes to lower level by 
subsidence; darkness sank upon the scene, 
descended; ~ into feebleness, degradation, 
the grave, a quicksand, a chair; ~ in one’s 
estimation, lose credit with him; his eyes, 
cheeks, have sunk in or sunk, fallen in¬ 
wards, become hollow; so sunken cheeks, 
eyes; here goes, ~ or swim, said in running 
risks & taking chances). 2. Penetrate 
(intr.), make way, in or into (bayonet sank 
in to the hilt; impression, lesson, ~s into 
the mind or memory, becomes fixed; dye 
~s in, is absorbed). 3. Cause or allow to 
~, send below surface of liquid or ground, 
lower level of, keep (trans.) in obscurity 
or background, conceal, put out of sight, 
make no reference to, excavate, make by 
excavating, engrave, (would sooner ~ the 
ship than surrender; ~ shaft, well, dig or 
bore it; ~ one’s head on one’s chest, let it 
droop; drought had sunk the streams; ~ 
one’s title, name, office, etc., keep it tem¬ 
porarily secret, not obtrude it; ~ the 
shop ; ~ a fact, keep it quiet; ~ oneself or 
one’s own interests, be altruistic; sinking- 

-fund; ~ a die, engrave it; ~ money, invest 
it in undertaking from which it cannot be 
readily withdrawn, also lose it by such 
investment; sunk fence 1). Hence ~'able 

a. [OE sincan, 09, OHG sinkan, ON 
sokkva, Goth, sigqan f. Gmc *sinkwan ] 

sink2, n. Place in which foul liquid col- 

91 sip 

lects (now usu. fig.; the Chinese quarter is 
a ~ of iniquity); basin or box of porcelain 
etc. with outflow pipe into which slops 
are thrown in kitchens etc.; pool or 
marsh in which river’s water disappears 
by evaporation or percolation; opening 
in stage through which scenery is raised 
& lowered, [f. prec. ] 

sink'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.; weight 
used to sink fishing or sounding lino 
(HOOK1, line, <&~); die1—■. [-ER1 ] 

sink'ing, n. In vbl senses; also: internal 
bodily sensation caused by hunger or 
apprehension; ~-fund, moneys set aside 
for the purpose of sinking or wiping 
out a State’s or corporation’s debt by de¬ 
grees (the ~-fund, surplus of revenue over 
expenditure, devoted to reduction of 
national debt; raid the ~-fund, use such 
surplus in any year for other purposes). 
[-ING1] 

sinn'er. See sin. 

sinn'et. See sennit. 

Sinn Fein (shin fan), n. A 20th-c. 
patriotic movement & party in Ireland 
aiming at national revival in language 
etc. as well as political independence. 
[It1., = wo ourselves] 

Sin'o-, comb, form of Gk Sinai, the 
Chinese; ~phobe n. & a., hater of, hating, 
the Chinese; ~phob'ia ; also with another 
adj. of nationality, with the meaning 
‘ Chinese and ’ (~-Japanese). 

Sin'ologue (-og, -og), n. Person versed in 
Sinology. [F (foil., -loghe)] 

Sinol'ogy, n. Knowledge of the Chinese 
language, history, customs, etc. Hence 
SillOL'OGIST n. [sino-, -logy] 

sln'ter, n. Siliceous or calcareous rock 
formed by deposit of spring’s. [G, = Eng. 
sinder; see cinder] 

sin'uate, a. (esp. bot.). Wavy-edged, 
with distinct inward & outward bends 
along edge. Hence ~ly 2 adv., sinuA'Tiox 

n. [f. L sinuare (sinus) bend, -ate2] 

sinuos'ity, n. Being sinuous; a bend, esp. 
in a stream or road. [f. med. L sinuositas 
or F -ite(toM., -ity)] 

sin'uous, a. With many curves, serpen¬ 
tine, tortuous, undulating. Hence ~ly*2 

adv. [f. L sinuosus (sinus, -ous)] 

sin'us, n. (pi. -uses, -iis). (Anat., zool.) 
cavity of bone or tissue, pouch-shaped 
hollow; (path.) fistula; (bot.) curve be¬ 
tween lobes of leaf. [L, = bosom, recess] 

-sion (-shn, -zhn), suf. of nn. of action or 
condition thr. F -sion (or direct) f. L 
-sionem (nom. -sio) a compd suf. of p.p. 
stems in -s- +-ion (e.g. mansion, mission). 

Sioux (soo, su), n. (pi. the same, pr. soo, 
su, sooz, suz), & a. 1. Member of a N.- 
-Amer.-Indian tribe. 2. adj. Of the ~. 
[F, f. native name] 

sip, v.t. & i. (-pp-), & n. 1. Drink (t. & i.) 
in repeated tiny mouthfuls or by spoon¬ 
fuls. 2. n. Small mouthful of liquid 
imbibed (a ~ of brandy). [ME, perh. a 
modification of sur] 
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siph'on, n., & v.i. & t. I. Pipe or tube 
shaped like inverted V with unequal legs 
for conveying liquid over edge of vessel 
& delivering it at lower level by utilizing 
atmospheric pressure; (also ^-bottle) 
aerated-water bottle from which liquid is 
forced out by pressure of gas through <— 
-tube; (zool.; also siphuncle) canal or 
conduit esp. in molluscs or shells, suck¬ 
ing-tube of some insects etc.; ~ baro¬ 
meter, with tube bent at bottom like in¬ 
verted ~; -—-cup, lubricating apparatus 
with oil led over edge of reservoir by 
capillary action through wick; ~ gauge, 
glass ~ attached to reservoir & contain¬ 
ing mercury for indicating pressure etc. in¬ 
side reservoir; hence ~al, siphon'ic, aa. 
2. vb. Conduct or flow (as) through ~ 
(water is ~ing from the vase on to the 
tablecloth); hence ~age(3) n. [f. F, or L f. 
Gk Siphon tube ] 

siph'onet, n. One of two tubes through 
which aphides exude honey dew. [prec., 
-ET1] 

siph'uncle (-ungkl), n. See siphon, [f. L 
siphunculus (siphon, -uncle)] 

sipp'et, n. Small piece of bread etc. 
soaked in liquid; one of the pieces of 
toast or fried bread served round mince 
etc. [app. dim. of sop, see -et1] 

si quis, n. Notice posted in ordination- 
-candidate’s parish church serving similar 
purpose to banns. [L, = if anyone (know 
an impediment) ] 

si?, n., & v.t. (-rr-). 1. Used as vocative 
in addressing the king, a royal prince, 
archduke, a master or superior, the 
Speaker of the House of Commons either 
in his own person on points of order or 
as embodiment of the House in ordinary 
debate, any male whoso name is or is to 
be understood to be unknown to speaker, 
or boy etc. who is to be rebuked (pi. ~s, 
for which gentlemen is usu. substituted). 
2. Used as titular prefix to name of knight 
or baronet, always followed by Christian 
name, or its initial & surname, or the 
whole name (Sir John Moore, Sir J. 
Moore, or, in familiar use esp. as vocative, 
Sir John). 3. v.t. Address as ~ (don’t ~ 
me). [ME ; reduced form of sire ] 

sirc'ar, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Government; 
head of government or household; house- 
-steward; native accountant, [f. Hind. f. 
Pers. sarkdr (sar head, kar work)] 

sfrd'ar, n. (In India etc.) person in com¬ 
mand, leader; (in Egypt) commander- 
-in-chief (formerly a British officer) of 
army. [f. Hind. f. Pers. sardar (prec., -ddr 
possessor)] 

sire, n., & v.t. 1. Father or male ancestor 
(poet.); male parent of beast, esp. stal¬ 
lion kept for breeding. 2. v.t. Beget (esp. 
of stallions). [ME, f. OF, f. pop. L *seior 
f. L SENIOR] 

sir'en, n. 1. (Gk myth.; pi.) women, or 
half women & half birds, living on a rocky 
isle to which they lured unwary seafarers 

with enchanting music. 2. Sweet singer. 
3. Dangerously fascinating woman, 
temptress, tempting pursuit etc.; (attrib.) 
irresistibly tempting, as of a ~. 4. = 
Sirenian. 5. Instrument used in acoustic 
experiments & for making loud sound as 
warning etc. by revolution of perforated 
disc over jet of compressed air or steam; 
instrument for giving warning of air 
raids. [ME, f. OF sereine & LL Sirena f. 
L f. Gk Seiren] 

sfren'lan, a. & n. (Member) of the 
Sirenia, an order of fishlike mammals 
resembling cetaceans, including manatee 
& dugong. [mod. L Sirenia (prec.), 
-AN ] 

Sirg'ang, n. Bright-green Asian bird, the 
green jackdaw. [E.-Ind.] 

siri'asis, n. Sunstroke; sun-bath as 
medical treatment. [L, f. Gk seiriasis 
(seiriao be hot, -asis)] 

Si'rlus. See dog1. [L, f. Gk Seirios] 
sihk'ar. = sircar. 

sfH'oin, n. || Upper part of loin of beef, 
with meat both above & (undercut or 
fillet) below the bone. [16th c. surloin f. 
OF *surloigne var. of surlonge (sur-2, 

LOIN)] 

sirocc'o, sci-, n. (pi. ~s). (Italian name 
for) Sahara wind or simoom when it 
reaches Italy, (also for) warm sultry rainy 
wind prevailing in winter. [It., f. Arab. 
sharq the East] 

si'rrah (arch.), *sir(r)ee' (U.S. & dial.), 
nn. voc. replacing sir in imperious or con¬ 
temptuous use. [f. sir; -ah of uncert. 
orig.; w. -ee cf. dial, sirry, surry, etc.] 

sirup. See syrup. 

sirvente (servahiit'), n. Medieval usu. 
satirical lay of special metrical form, 
[f. F sirvente f. Prov. sirventes, ser-; E & 
F sp. due to taking -es as pi. ] 

sis'al, n. Fibre prepared from leaves of 
agave, used for cordage, ropes, etc.; the 
plant. [S~, port of Yucatan] 

sis'kin, n. Olive-green songbird, kind of 
finch, often kept in cage. [16th c., f. 
MDu. siseken, dim. of si/s] 

siss'oo, n. Valuable Indian timber (-tree). 
[Hind, sisu] 

siss'y. See cissy. 
sis'ter, n. 1. Daughter of same parents 

(also ~ german), or (strictly half—) parent, 
as another person (the latter usu. speci¬ 
fied by my etc. or possessive case; the 
Fatal ,S'~s or »S'~s three or three S~s, the 
Fates; <S~ Anne, person watching on 
behalf of another for an arrival, w. ref. 
to Bluebeard)-, (prop. —in-law) one’s 
husband’s or wife’s ~ or brother’s wife. 
2. Close female friend, female fellow 
member of class or sect or human race. 
3. Member of religious community of 
women (~ of charity ; ~ of mercy, member 
of nursing sisterhood, esp. of R.-C. one 
founded in Dublin 1827; little S~s of the 
poor, French R.-C. charitable sisterhood; 
LAY2 ~). 4. Hospital nurse in authority 
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over others. 5. Personified quality or 
thing regarded as female that closely 
resembles another (prose, younger ~ of 
verse-, ~ ships, built on same design). 
6. —hook, double hook that opens to 
admit rope etc. & closes into a figure 8. 
Hence ~less, ~ly\ aa., ~1Iness n. [OE 
sweoster, OS swestar, OHG -ter, Gotti. 
swistar f. Gmc *swestr-, cogn. w. L soror; 
the current form sister is ME f. ON 
systir] 

sis'terhood, n. Being a sister or sisters, 
relation between sisters; society of 
women bound by monastic vows or de¬ 
voting themselves to religious or charit- 
ablework. [-hood ] 

Sis'tine, a. Of one of the popes called 
Sixtus (~ chapel, in Vatican, with fres¬ 
coes by Michelangelo; ~ Madonna, pic¬ 
ture by Raphael removed from church of 
San Sisto in Piacenza), [f. It. Sistino 
(Sisto Sixtus, -ine1)] 

sis'trum, n. (pi. -tra). Jingling instru¬ 
ment or rattle used by ancient Egyptians 
esp. in rites of Isis. [L, f. Gk seistron 
(seid shake) ] 

sisyphe'an, a. As of Sisyphus, Greek con¬ 
demned in Tartarus to push a stone up 
hill & begin again when it rolled down, 
everlastingly laborious. [f. L f. Gk 
Sisupheios (Sisuphos), -an] 

sit, v.i. & t. (sat, arch. sate). 1. Take or be 
in position in which body is supported 
more or less upright by buttocks resting 
on ground or raised seat (~s well, has 
good seat in riding; ~ tight, coiloq., remain 
firmly in one’s place, not be shaken off or 
move away or yield to distractions); be 
engaged in some occupation in which this 
position is usual (~ in judgement, assume 
right of judging others, be censorious; ~ 
for one’s portrait, give painter interviews 
or sittings; || ~ for fellowship etc., undergo 
examination for it; ~ for borough etc., 
represent it in Parliament; Parliament, 
Courts, are ~ting, in session; ~ at home, 
be inactive). 2. (Of birds & some animals) 
rest with legs bent & body close to ground 
or perch (shoot bird, hare, ~ting, when 
not on wing or running); remain on nest 
to hatch eggs (~ting hen, engaged in 
hatching; ivanls to ~, is broody). 3. 
(Chiefly of inanimate things) be in more 
or less permanent position (~s the wind 
there?, is it in that quarter?, is that the 
state of affairs ?; food ~s heavy on the 
stomach, is not soon digested; her dress, 
imperiousness, etc., ~s well on her, suits, 
fits; ~ting tenant, one in present occupa¬ 
tion ; his principles ~ loosely on him, do 
not bind him much). 4. Keep one’s seat 
on (horse etc.; he could not ~ his nude). 
5. Undergo, be a candidate at, (examina¬ 
tion etc.). 6. ~ down, take seat after 
standing (also refl. arch., as sat him, pray 
~ you, down), (mil.) encamp before place 
to besiege it; ~-down strike, one in which 
strikers refuse to leave the place where 

they are working; ~ doom, under, submit 
tamely to (insult etc.). 7. ~ in (coiloq.), 
act as ~ter-in (= ISABY-~ter). 8. ~ on or 
upon, (of jury etc.) hold session concern¬ 
ing; ~ on his head (as way of keeping 
fallen horse quiet); (si.) repress or rebuke 
or snub (he wants ~ting upon). 9 . ~ out, 
take no part in something, esp. in parti¬ 
cular dance (also trans., as sat out the next 
dance), also ~ outdoors, (trans.) outstay 
(other visitors) or stay till end of (per¬ 
formance). 10. ~ over (player), (bridge) 
be on his left hand (and so in advanta¬ 
geous position). 11. ~ under, be one of 
congregation preached to by (minister). 
12 . ~ up, rise from lying to~ting posture, 
remain (late, nursing, etc.) out of bed, ~ 
erect without lolling (make one ~ up, 
coiloq., subject him to hard work, pain, 
surprise, etc.); ~ up <t> take notice (coiloq.), 
have one’s interest (suddenly) aroused. 
13. ~'fast n., horny sore on horse’s back. 
[OE sittan, OS -ian, OHG sizzan, ON 
sitja (Goth, sitan), f. Gmc *siljan f. *set- 
cogn. w. L seder-e] 

site, n., & v.t. 1. Ground on which town 
or building stood, stands, or is to stand. 
2. v.t. Locate, place. [ME, f. AP, or f. L 
situs] 

II sith, conj. (arch., bibl.). Since, [see 
SINCE] 

siti|o-, sit|o-, comb, form of Gk silos, 
sition, food, as~6l'ogy dietetics, ~ophob'ia 
morbid aversion to food, 

sitt'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: person 
sitting for portrait; good, bad, ~, hen that 
sits well etc.; (si., from to shoot bird sit¬ 
ting) easy shot, thing easily done. [-Eli1] 

sitt'ing, n. In vbl senses; esp.: time 
during which one sits continuously (wrote 
the whole poem at a ~; all-night ~ of 
House of Commons-, can you give me six 
<—-s?, for portrait); clutch of eggs; seat 
in church appropriated to a person; ~- 
-room, space enough to accommodate 
seated persons, also a room used for sit¬ 
ting in (opp. bedroom), [-ixg1] 

sit'uated, sit'uate (arch.), aa. In speci¬ 
fied situation (situated on the top of the 
hill; awkwardly situated, in a difficulty), 
[f. LL situatus (L situs site, -ate2’ 3)] 

situation, n. Place, with its surround¬ 
ings, occupied by something (house stands 
in a fine ~ ; unrivalled for ~); set of cir¬ 
cumstances, position in which one finds 
oneself, (came out of a difficult ~ with 
credit); critical point or complication in 
drama (curtain falls on a strong ~); em¬ 
ployee’s, esp. domestic’s, place or paid 
office (cannot find a ~). [F, or f. med. L 
situatio (as prec., -ation)] 

sitz-bath. See bath '. 
Si'va (se-), n. Hindu god held supreme by 
his special votaries, & by others asso¬ 
ciated as principle of destruction with 
Brahma & Vishnu in a triad. Hence 
~is'tic [-1ST, -ic] a., ~ite1(1) n. & a. 
[Hind., f. Skr. Qiva propitious] 
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classes into which things, esp. garments, 

six 

six, a. & n. 1. One more than five, 6, vi, 
(often agreeing with understood noun, 
as — of the men, — of them, — o'clock or —; 
— to one, long odds; two &• —, half-a- 
-crown; || — & eightipence), common item 
in solicitors’ bills; II ~ & —, 6/6; it is — of 
one & half-a-dozen of the other, difference 
is merely nominal; twenty— or —-<£•- 
-twenty, & so on to —&-ninety; am not — 
yet, years old); ~-footer, person 6 ft in 
height, thing 6 ft long; ||—'pence, (silver 
coin worth) 6A. (have not got a ~pence); 
|| ~'penny a., costing or worth 6d. (— 
penny bit, or ~penny as n., the coin ~- 
pence; || seven-(Se—penny etc., costing 
7/6 etc.); —shooter, ---chambered re¬ 
volver ; hence —'fold a. & adv. 2. n. The 
number ~ (twice — is twelve; at —es <£• 
sevens, in confusion); card or die-face of 
— pips (the — of spades; (double) —es, die- 

-throw of two —es); || (pi.) candles made 
— to the lb. [OE, ON sex, OS, OHG sehs, 
Goth, saihs, cogn. w. L sex] 

six'ain, n. Six-line stanza. [F, see-an] 
six'er, n. Hit for six in cricket. [-er1] 

sixte, n. One of the positions in fencing. 
[F, f. L sextus sixth] 

sixteen', a. & n. X. One more than fifteen, 
16, xvi; —mo or l6tno, = sextodecimo; 

hence —th2 a. & n. 2. n. The number ~ 
(twice ~ is thirty-two), [-teen ] 

sixth, a. & n. 1. Next after fifth (the, a, —, 
often as n. with ellipse of noun, esp. the — 
= 6th day of month ; II — form 0; — part, 
one of six equal parts into which thing 
may be divided. 2. n. =~ part; 11 the 
— form; (mus.) interval of which the 

span involves six alphabetical names of 

notes, harmonic combination of notes 

thus separated. [OE sixta, see -th2] 

sixth'ly, adv. In the sixth place (in enu¬ 
merations). [-LY2] 

six'ty, a. & n. 1. Six times ten, 60, lx, (— 
-one, -eight, etc.; ~-first, -fourth, etc.); — 
-four-mo, (size of) book or page given by 
folding sheet six times into 64 leaves (for 
L in quarto et sexagesimo); hence six'ti- 

ETH a. & n. 2. n. The number —; the 
sixties, years between 59 & 70 in life or 
century. [OE siextig (-TY2)] 

siz'able, a. Of large size; (angling) above 
prescribed size limit, [size1, -able] 

|| siz'ar, n. Student at Cambridge or 
Trinity College, Dublin, paying reduced 
fees & formerly charged with certain 
menial offices, cf. servitor. Hence —ship 

n. [foil. = ration, -er1 (cf. scholar)] 
size1, n., & v.t.&i. l.(hist.). Standard of 
weight or measure for some article esp. 
of food or drink; || (Camb. Univ.; also 
siz'ing 1 n.) ration of food or drink from 
buttery. 2. Dimensions, magnitude, (is 
of vast, diminutive, —, very large or small; 
— matters less than quality; are both of a, 
i.e. the same, —; is the — of, i.e. as big as, 
an egg; what —, i.e. how big, is it?; that’s 
about the— of it, eolloq., a true account of 
the matter); one of the usu. numbered 

otherwise similar are divided in respect 
of — ( is made in several — s; takes — 7 in 
gloves; is quite a —, three — s, too big; out 
—). 3. Implement for sizing pearls. 4. —- 
-stick, shoemaker’s measure for taking 
length of foot; hence (-)sizED2 (-zd) a. 
5. v.t. Group or sort in —s or according 
to—, whence s!z'er1(2) n.; — up, estimate 
— of, (eolloq.) form judgement of (person 
etc.). 6. v.i. II (Camb. Univ.) order —. 
[ME, f. OF sise aphetic f. assise assize] 

size2, n., & v.t. 1. Gelatinous solution 
used in glazing paper & stiffening textiles 
& in many manufacturing processes; 
hence siz'Y2 a. 2. v.t. Glaze or stiffen or 
treat with—. [ME, perb. = prec.] 

siz'zle, v.i., & n. (eolloq.). 1. Make 
sputtering sound as in frying. 2. n. Such 
noise, [imit.] 

sjam'bok (sh-), n., & v.t. 1. Rhinoceros- 
-hide whip. 2. v.t. Flog with —. [Afri¬ 
kaans (now sambok) f. Malay chamboq f. 
Urdu chdbuk] 

skald. See scald2. 
skat (-aht), n. A three-handed card-game 
popular in Germany. [G, f. It. scarto a 
discard ] 

skate1, n. Kinds of ray-fish, esp. rhom- 
boidal long-tailed kind. [ME, f. ON 
skata] 

skat|e2, n., & v.i. & t. 1. One of pair of 
implements, each with steel blade or set 
of rollers, attached beneath boots & enab¬ 
ling wearer to glide in curves over ice or 
(roller—e) hard floor. 2. vb. Move, per¬ 
form (specified figure), on —es (—e over 
thin ice, talk on subject needing tactful 
treatment); —ing-rink, piece of ice arti¬ 
ficially made, or floor reserved, for 
—ing; hence—'er1 n. [17th c. schates pi. 
f. Du. schaals (pi. schaalsen) f. ONE 
escache stilt] 

skean, skene, skain, n. Gaelic dagger 
used in Ireland & Scotland; — -dhu (-doo), 
dagger stuck in stocking as part of High¬ 
land costume, [f. Gael, sgian knife, dabh 
blade] 

skedad'dle, v.i., & n. (eolloq.). 1. Run 
away, disperse in flight. 2. n. Hurried 
flight or dispersal. [U.S., of unkn. orig. ] 

skee. See ski. 
skein (-an), n. Bundle of yarn or thread 

or silk made by coiling it many times, 
drawing it out to the coil’s length, & 
folding it; flock of wild geese etc. in 
flight; (fig.) tangle, confusion. [ME, f. OF 
escaigne, of unkn. orig. ] 

skel'eton, n. 1. Hard internal or external 
framework of bones, cartilage, shell, 
woody fibre, etc., supporting or contain¬ 
ing an animal or vegetable body, whence 
skel'etAL a., skel'eto- comb, form, 
skeletoa'RAPHY n., etc. 2. Dried bones of 
human being or other animal fastened 
together in same relative positions as in 
life (— at the feast, something that alloys 
pleasure, intrusive care; — in the cup- 
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board, family ~, discreditable or humiliat¬ 
ing- fact concealed from strangers); part of 
anything that remains after its life or use¬ 
fulness is gone. 3. Framework or essential 
part of anything (~ crew, regiment, etc., 
permanent nucleus ready for filling up, 
cadre; ~ drill, with companies etc. re¬ 
presented by two men separated by long 
rope; ~ key, fitting many locks by having 
interior of bit hollowed; ~ or ~-/ace type, 
with thin strokes). 4. Outline sketch, epi¬ 
tome, abstract. 5. (By exag.) thin person, 
[f. Gk neut. of skeletos dried-up, whence 
L sceletus1 

skel'etonize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. Reduce to 
skeleton or abstract by destroying flesh, 
the tissue between veins of leaves, etc., 
or by omitting details, [-ize] 

II skelp, v.t. & i., & n. (chiefly Sc.). I. Slap, 
smack; (v.i.) hurry along. 2. n. (Noise 
made by) a slap or smack. [ME, prob. 
unit. ] 

skene. See skeax. 

skep, skip, n. Kinds, varying locally, of 
wooden or wicker basket; straw or wicker 
beehive. [ME, f. ON skeppa, rel. to OHG 
sccffil (G sclieffel bushel)] 

skepsis, skeptic, etc. See see-, 
ske'rry, n. Reef, rocky isle. [f. ON sker] 
sketch, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Preliminary, 
rough, slight, merely outlined, or un¬ 
finished drawing or painting often as 
experiment for, or memorandum for use 
in, regular picture; brief account without 
many details conveying general idea of 
something, rough draft, general outline; 
slight play often of musical kind or short 
descriptive article; musical composition 
of single movement; —block, -book, 
arrangements of drawing-paper leaves for 
doing series of ~es on; ~-map, with 
outlines but little detail; hence ~'Y2 a., 
~'iLY2 adv., ~'iness n. 2. vb. Make or 
give ~ of; make ~es esp. of landscape 
(went out ~ing); hence ~'er1 n. [f. Du. 
schets or G skizze f. It. schizzo, perh. f. L 
f. Gk skhedios extempore] 

skew, a. & n. 1. Oblique, slanting, side¬ 
ways, distorted, (now chiefly in archit., 
mech., & math.; ~ bridge, with line of 
arch not at right angles to abutment; ~ 
chisel, with oblique edge; ~ wheel, bevel 
wheel with oblique teeth; ~ curve, in 
three dimensions); (math.) having sym¬ 
metry distorted by reversal of some 
element on opposite sides ;~'6«c/c, sloping 
face of an abutment on which the ex¬ 
tremity of an arch rests; ~'bald, (esp. of 
horse) with irregular patches of white & 
some colour (prop, not black, cf. piebald); 
—eyed, squinting; ||—whiff (colloq. & 
dial.), askew. 2. n. Sloping top of but¬ 
tress ; coping of gable; stone built into 
bottom of gable to support coping. [17th 
c., rel. to ME skew vb ‘ turn aside ’ etc., 
f. ONF eskiu(w)er = OF eschiver, see 
ESCHEW; cf. ASKEW] 

skew'er, n., & v.t. 1. Pin of wood or iron 

for holding meat compactly together 
while cooking; (joc.) sword etc. 2. v.t. 
Fasten together, pierce, (as) with~. [17th 
c., var. of dial, skiver, of unkn. orig.] 

ski (ske, she), n. (pi. ~, ~s), & v.i. (~’d pr. 
sked, shed; ~ing pr. ske'ing, she-). 1. One 
of pair of wooden runners about 8 ft long 
& 4 in. broad fastened under feet for 
travelling over snow esp. in Scandinavia; 
~-joring (-ydr'Ing), winter sport in which 
the skier is towed by a horse. 2. v.i. Go 
on ~. [Norw., f. ON skith billet, snow- 
shoe] 

skiagraphy etc. See scia-. 
skid, n., & v.t. & i. (-dd-). 1. Piece of 
frame or timber serving as buffer, support, 
inclined plane, etc.; wooden or metal shoe 
preventing wheel from revolving used as 
drag (also —pan), other kinds of wheel- 
-locking contrivance; slip or slide of wheel 
on muddy ground. 2. vb. Support or 
move or protect or check with ~; (of 
wheel or vehicle) slide forwards or back¬ 
wards or sideways on slippery ground. 
[17th c., of obsc. orig.] 

skier (ske'er, she'er), n. Person using ski 
(cf. SKYEE). [-ER1 ] 

skiff, n. Light rowing or sculling boat. 
[16th c., f. F esquif, Sp., Port, esquife, or 
It. schifo, of Gmc orig. ] 

skif'fle, n. Kind of music played by a ~ 
group (a band accompanying a single 
singing guitarist or banjoist on a variety 
of instruments), [perh. unit.] 

skil'ful, a. Having or showing skill (at, 
in), practised, expert, adroit, ingenious. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [foil., -ful] 

skill, n. Expertness, practised ability, 
facility in doing something, dexterity, 
tact. [ME, f. ON skil distinction, cf. 
SKILLS] 

skilled (-Id), a. Having or showing skill, 
skilful, (rare exc. in phrr. ~ labour, work¬ 
man, etc., = highly-trained, or followed 
by in). [-ED2] 

skill'et, n. Small metal pot with long 
handle & usu. legs used in cooking. [ME, 
of unkn. orig.] 

skill-ldss, a. (rare). Without skill, know¬ 
ing nothing of. [-less] 

skills, v.i. 3rd sing, impers. (arch.). It 
~ not, makes no difference, is of no use, 
(usu. to do). [ME, f. ON skilja distinguish, 
or skila decide, see skill] 

II skill'y, n. Thin broth or soup or gruel 
(usu. of oatmeal & water flavoured with 
meat. [abbr. f. skilligalee, prob. fanciful] 

skim, v.t. & i. (-mm-), & a. 1. Take scum 
or cream or floating layer from surface of 
(liquid), take (cream etc.) from surface 
of liquid, (~ the cream off, often fig., 
take best part of; ~rnin.g-dish, si., flat- 
-bottomed racing yacht, fast light motor- 
-boat); keep touching lightly or nearly 
touching (surface) in passing over; (intr.) 
go thus over or along surface, glide along 
in air; read (t. & i.) superficially, look 
over cursorily, gather salient facts 
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contained in. 2. adj. ~ milk, from which 
cream has been ~med. [ME, back form, 
f. skimmer, or f. OF escumer f. escurae f. 
WG *skum scum] 

skimm'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: ladle 
etc. for skimming liquids; fast light 
motor-boat; kinds of water-bird, esp. 
black ~, with flat mandibles. [ME, f. OF 
escumoir, -eur (prec.); later f. prec. 4- -er 1 ] 

skimp, v.t. & i. Supply (person with or in 
food, money, etc.; material, expenses, 
etc.) meagrely, stint; be parsimonious. 
Hence ~'Y2 a., ~'ingLY2 adv. [19th c.; 
also 18th c. skimp adj. scanty; orig. unkn., 
cf. SCRIMP] 

skin1, n. 1. Flexible continuous covering 
of human or other animal body (with a 
whole ~, unwounded; save one’s ~, get 
off safe; change one’s ~, undergo impos¬ 
sible change of character etc.; get under 
one’s ~, colloq., take strong hold on one, 
interest or annoy one intensely; would not 
be in his ~, should not like to be he; is 
only ~ & bone, very thin, & so ~n'Y2 a., 
~n'iNESS n.; escape with the — of one’s teeth, 
narrowly; thick, thin, ~, imperviousness, 
sensitiveness, to affront or criticism; fair, 
dark, etc., ~, complexion; near is my 
shirt, nearer my ~); (anat.) one layer of 
this (true or inner ~, derma; outer ~, 
epidermis). 2. Hide of flayed animal 
with or without the hair etc.; material 
prepared from ~s esp. of smaller animals 
(cf. hide). 3. Vessel for wine or water 
made of animal’s whole ~. 4. Outer 
coating of plant, fruit, etc., rind. 5. 
Planking or plating of ship or boat inside 
or outside ribs. 6. gold-beaters’ ~; ~- 
-bound, with ~ tightly stretched over 
flesh; —-deep, (of wound, also of emotion, 
impression, beauty, etc.) superficial, not 
deep or lasting; ~-diver, one who dives 
without a diving-suit, usu. in deep water 
with aqualung ;— effect (eloctr.), tendency 
of high-frequency alternating current to 
flow through the outer layer only of a 
conductor; —-friction, lateral resistance 
to -way of ship etc. passing through water; 
~'ful (of wine etc., or abs.), as much liquor 
as one can hold; * ~-game (si.), swindle; -— 
-grafting, surgical substitution of ~ cut 
from another part or person for damaged 
part. Hence (-)skinnED2(-nd),~'LESS, aa. 
[ME, f. ON skinn; cf. OHG scindan flay] 

skin2, v.t. & i. (-nn-). Cover (sore etc., 
usu. over) as with skin, (of wound etc.) 
form or become covered with new skin, 
cicatrize, (usu. over); strip of skin, with¬ 
draw skin from, flay, (keep your eyes 
—ned, si., be watchful or cautious); 
(colloq.) strip oneself, strip (another), of 
tight garment such as jersey; (si.) fleece, 
swindle; flint, niggard, miser, [f. prec. ] 

skink, n. Kinds of small-limbed lizard. 
[f. older F seine, or L f. Gk skingkos] 

skinn'er, n. In vbl senses; esp., (now 
chiefly in name of a city company) dealer 
in skins, furrier, [-er1] 

skirt 

skip1, v.i. & t. (-PP-), & n. 1. (Of lambs, 
kids, children, etc.) jump about, gambol, 
caper, frisk, move lightly from one foot 
on to the other; (of children, esp. girls) 
use ~ping-rope; shift quickly from one 
subject or occupation to another, be de¬ 
sultory, (usu. off, from, etc.); (si.) make 
off, disappear; omit, make omissions, in 
dealing with a series or in reading (do 
them all without —ping any or —ping; 
always — the descriptions; —s as he reads; 
~ every tenth row)-, —'jack, jumping toy 
made of bird’s merrythought, also kinds 
of fish & butterfly & beetle named from 
their movements; II ~ping-rope, length of 
rope with two wooden handles used in 
girls’ game of ~ping; hence ~p'ingLY2 
adv. 2. n. ~ping movement, esp. quick 
shift from one foot to other (hop3, efr 
jump). [ME, app. f. Scand., cf. MSw. 
skuppa, slcoppa in same sense] 

II skip2, n. College servant, scout, esp. at 
Trinity College, Dublin, [prob. f. obs. 
skip-kennel lackey (prec.)] 

skip3, n. Captain or director of side at 
bowls & curling, [abbr. of skipper2] 

skip4, n. Cage, bucket, etc., in which men 
or materials are lowered & raised in mines 
& quarries, [var. of skep] 

skip5. See skep. 
skipp'er1, n. In vhl senses of skip1; esp. 

(zool.) kind of usu. small brown butterfly. 
[-F.R1] 

skipp'er2, n. Sea captain, esp. master of 
small trading vessel; —’s daughters, (with 
pun on prec.) tall white-crested waves; 
captain of an aircraft; (transf.) captain of 
side in games. [ME, f. MDu. or MLG 
schipper (schip ship1, -er1)] 

skipp'et, n. (hist.). Small cylindrical 
wooden box used to enclose and protect 
large seal attached by ribbon to deed. 
[ME, with var. skibbet (now dial.), of 
unkn. orig.] 

II skirl, v.i., & n. (Make) sound character¬ 
istic of bagpipes, [prob. Scand., cf. Norw. 
dial. skryUa] 

skffrn'ish, n., & v.i. 1. Piece of irregular 
or unpremeditated fighting esp. between 
small or outlying parties, slight engage¬ 
ment; encounter of wit, argument, etc. 
2. v.i. Fight in small parties, loose order, 
or unpremeditated way; hence ~er 1 n. 

[ME, f. OF eskirmir, also escremir, f. WG 
•skirmjan (cf. OHG scirmen f. scirm 
shield), see -ish] 

ski'rret, n. Kind of water parsnip for¬ 
merly much used as table vegetable. 
[ME skirwhit(e), app. alt. f. OF eschervis, 
var. of carvi caraway] 

skirt, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Part of coat or 
shirt that hangs below waist; woman’s 
outer garment shaped like petticoat from 
waist downwards (divided —, loose 
trousers resembling ~), whence —'ing1^) 
n.; (vulg. si.) woman (esp. in bit of —); 
edge, border, extreme part, (often pi.; on 
the —s of London, just inside or outside of 
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it); ~ of beef etc., the diaphragm & other 
membranes as cheap food-material; ~- 
-dance{r), -dancing, with full ~ waved 
about giving graceful effects; hence 
-~ed2, ~'less, aa. 2. vb. Go along or 
round or past the edge of, be situated 
along; go along coast, wall, etc.; ~ing or 
—ing-board, along bottom of room-wall. 
[ME, f. ON skyrta, corresp. to OE scyrte 
shirt 1 

skit1, n. Light piece of satire, burlesque, 
literary squib, (often upon). [18th c., rel. 
to 17th o. skit, vb, move lightly & rapidly, 
perh. f. ON "skyt- cogn. w. skjota shoot] 

skit2, n. (colloq.). A number, crowd (esp. 
in pi., heaps, lots), [orig. unkn.] 

skitt'er, v.i. (Of wild-fowl) go splashing 
along water in rising or settling; fish by 
drawing bait along surface. [app. 
frequent, of dial, skite, perh. f. ON *skjjt- 
modified stem of skjota shoot; cf. 
SKIT 1 ] 

skitt'ish, a. (Of horses etc.) nervous, in¬ 
clined to shy, excitable, playful, fidgety; 
(chiefly of women) capricious, coquettish, 
flirting, lively, given to amusement, gad¬ 
ding about, affecting youthfulness. 
Hence ~iy2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, of obsc. 
orig., perh. f. ON *skyt- skit 1 + -isii] 

skit'tle, n., & v.t. 1. ||~s, game played 
with nine pins (~s or —pins) set up at 
end of ~-alley or ~ -ground to be bowled 
down with ~-ball {beer rfb ~s, amuse¬ 
ment, as life is not all beer & ~s); (in full 
table ~s) game played with nine pins set 
up on board to be knocked down by 
swinging suspended ball; (si., asint.)~s.\ 
rubbish, nonsense. 2. v.t. ~ out, (crick.) 
get (batsmen) out rapidly in succession. 
[17th c. (also kittle-pins), of unkn. orig.] 

skive, v.t. Split or pare (hide, leather); 
grind away surface of (gem), [f. ON 
skifa, rel. to ME schive (now dial, skive), 
slice] 

skiv'er, n. Knife for skiving leather; thin 
leather got by skiving. [-ER1] 

|| skivv'y, n. (colloq.). Female domestic 
servant (usu. derog.). [alt. f. slavvy, 
SLAVEY] 

sku'a, n. Kinds of gull-like predatory 
sea-bird which pursue other birds and 
make them disgorge the fish they have 
caught, [f. ON skufr] 

♦skuldugg'ery (-g-), sc-, n. (joc.). Trick¬ 
ery ; corrupt behaviour, [orig. unkn. ] 

skulk, v.i. Lurk, keep oneself concealed 
esp. in cowardice or with evil intent, stay 
or sneak away in time of danger, shirk 
duty, avoid observation. Hence ~'er1 & 
(in same sense) skulk, nn., ~'ingLY2 adv. 
[ME, app. f. Scand., cf. Norw. skulka 
lurk. Da. skolke, Sw. skolka shirk, play 
truant ] 

skull, n. Bony case of the brain, frame of 
the head, cranium, (~ & cross-bones, re¬ 
presentation of bare ~ with two thigh - 
-bones crossed below it as emblem of 
death); ~-cap, close-fitting cap usu. of 

slab 
velvet worn indoors chiefly by old men, 
also kinds of plant with helmet-shaped 
flower. Hence (-)~ed2 (-Id) a. [ME scolle, 
of unkn. orig.] 

skunk, n. Black white-striped bushy- 
-tailed American carnivorous animal 
about size of cat able to emit powerful 
stench from liquid secreted by anal 
glands as defence; its fur; stinking or 
contemptible fellow. [f. Amer.-Ind. 
segankic, segongw] 

Skup shtina (-dbp ), n. Jugoslav parlia¬ 
ment. [Serb., = assembly] 

sky, n., & v.t. 1. (The vault of) heaven 
{blue, clear, cloudy, overcast, etc.., ~ ; if the 
~ fall we shall catch larks, unlikely cata¬ 
clysms are not worth providing against; 
under the open ~, out of doors; often pi., 
as laud to the skies, highly; was raised to 
the skies, taken up to heaven). 2. Climate, 
atmosphere, {try what a warmer ~, warmer 
skies, will do for you). 3. -—blue a. & n., 
colour(ed) like clear ~; -—born, poet., of 
divine birth; ~-clad, joc., naked: ~-high 
adv. & a., so as to reach, reaching, tho 
~; ~'lark n., lark that flies spirally up¬ 
wards singing, v.i. (with pun on lark1*2, 

& perh. of naut. orig., w. ref. to clamber¬ 
ing about rigging), frolic, play tricks or 
practical jokes, ballyrag, etc.; light, 
window set in plane of roof or ceiling; 

line, outline of hill etc. defined against 
~ {is on the ~linc, seen outlined on ~); 
~ marker, parachute flare dropped to 
mark target area; ~ pilot, si., parson; 
~-rocket, discharged upwards, (v.i., fig., 
of prices etc.) rise steeply; ~'sail, light 
sail above royal in square-rigged ship ; ~- 
scape, picture chiefly representing ~; ~ 
scraper, = —sail, also very tall building, 
tall chimney, etc.; ~'way, airways; ~- 
-writing, legible smoke-trails made as 
advertising method by aeroplane; hence 
~'eY2, ~'less, aa., ~'ward(s) adv. & a. 
4. v.t. Hit (cricket-ball) high up; hang 
(picture) high on wall, treat picture of 
(artist) so. [ME ski{es) cloud(s) f. ON skit 
(f. *skiuja), rel. to OS skio, OE scco] 

Skye (te'rrier), n. Small long-bodied 
short-legged long-haired slate or fawn 
coloured variety of Scotch terrier, named 
from Skye. 

sky'er, n. High hit at cricket (cf. skier). 
[sky + -er1] 

slab1, n., & v.t. (-bb-). 1. Thin flat usu. 
square or rectangular piece of stone or 
other rigid material; (of timber) outer 
cut sawn from log; —sided, long & lank; 
~ -stone, kinds of stone that split readily 
into ~s. 2. v.t. Remove ~s from (log, 
tree) to prepare it for sawing into planks; 
~bing-gang, set of saws for doing this. 
[ME, of unkn. orig.] 

|| slab2, a. (arch.). Viscous, (of liquid) 
thick & sticky, (chiefly w. ref. to Macbeth 
iv. i. 32). [rel. to slab ooze, sludge, app. f. 
Scand., cf. older Da. slab mud, Norw., 
Sw. slabb wet filth] 
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slabber 

slabber. = slobber. [ICth c., prob. of 
Du. or LG orig., cf. Du., LG slabber(e)n] 

slack, a., adv., n., & v.t. & i. 1. Sluggish, 
remiss, relaxed, languid, loose, inactive, 
negligent, (~ icater, about turn of tide, 
esp. low tide; ~ in stays, naut., slow in 
going about; a ~ rope, not taut; keep a ~ 
hand or rein, ride, or fig. govern, careless¬ 
ly; ~ trade, business, market, with little 
doing; ~ weather, inclining to indolence); 
~ lime, slaked lime; hence ~'en6 v.t. & i., 
~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 2. adv. (In comb, 
w. dry, bake, etc.) slowly, insufficiently, 
(~-dried hops-, to ~-bake bread). 3. n. ~ 
part of rope (haul in the ~); ~ time in 
trade etc.; (colloq.) spell of inactivity or 
laziness (I’m going to have a good ~ this 
afternoon); (dial.) cheek, impertinence; 
(pi.) trousers; coal-dust used chiefly for 
making briquettes etc. 4. vb. ~en; make 
loose (rope; often off, away); (colloq.) take 
a rest, be indolent, whence ~'ERl n.; = 
slake (lime); ~ off, abate vigour; ~ up, 
reduce speed of train etc. before stopping. 
[OE sleac, shoe, adj., = MDu., MLG slak, 
OHG slach, ON staler, cogn. w. L laxus; 
the sense ‘ coal-dust ’ is of obsc. orig. ] 

slag, n., & v.i. (-gg-). 1. Dross separated 
in fused state in reduction of ores, vitre¬ 
ous smelting-refuse, clinkers; basic ~; 
volcanic scoria; ~-wool, = mineral wool; 

hence~g'Y2 (-g-) a. 2. v.i. Form~, cohere 
into ~]ikc mass. [16th c., f. MLG slagge 
of obsc. orig. ] 

slain. See slay. 

slake, v.t. Assuage, satisfy, (thirst, & 
rhet. revenge etc.), whence ~'less (-kl-) a. 
(poet.); (also slack) combine (lime) chemi¬ 
cally with water. [OE sleac-, slacian f. 
slice slack adj.] 

sla'lom (-ah-), n. Ski-race down course 
defined by artificial obstacles; obstacle 
race in canoes. [Norw.] 

slam, v.t. & i. (-mm-), &n. 1. Shut (t. & 
i., of door etc; often to adv.) with loud 
bang; put down (object) with similar 
sound; (si.) hit, beat, gain easy victory 
over. 2. n. Sound (as) of ~med door; 
gaining of every trick in whist, bridge, 
etc. (grand, little, ~, winning of 13, 12, 
tricks in bridge), [perh. f. Scand., cf. 
Sw., Norw., Icel. slamra] 

sla'nder (-ah-), n., & v.t. 1. False report 
maliciously uttered to person’s injury; 
uttering of such reports, calumny; (law) 
false oral defamation (cf. libel, scandal) ; 
hence or cogn. ~ous a., ~ously2 adv., 
~ousness n. 2. v.t. Utter ~ about, 
defame falsely; hence ~erx n. [ME 
sclaundre f. AD’ (OF) escla(u)ndre, alt. f. 
OF escandle f. LL scandalwwi ] 

slang, n., & v.t. 1. Words & phrases in 
common colloquial use, but generally 
considered in some or all of their senses 
to be outside of standard English; words 
& phrases either entirely peculiar to or 
used in special senses by some class or 
profession, cant, (racing, thieves’, artistic, 

slat 

schoolboy, etc., ~). 2. v.t. Use abusive 
language to. [18th c. cant, of unkn. orig. ] 

slang'| y, a. Of the character of, given to 
the use of, slang. Hence ~lly2 adv., 
~iNESS n. [-Y2] 

slant (-ah-), v.i. & t., a., & n. 1. Slope (i. 
& t.), diverge from a line, lie or go 
obliquely to a vertical or horizontal line; 
♦present (news) from a particular angle; 
hence~'ingLY2 adv., (joc. on perpendicu¬ 
lar) ~in(g)dic'ular or ~endic'ular a. 
2. adj. (chiefly poet.). Sloping, inclined, 
oblique. 3. n. Slope, oblique position, 
(on the or a ~, aslant), whence ~'wise 
(-ahntwiz) adv.; || (arch.) indirect censure, 
disparaging remark; (naut.) a ~ of wind, 
favourable breeze; *way of regarding a 
thing, point of view. [1 vb : later var. of 
ME (now dial.) slent, f. ON *slenta (Norw. 
slenta) to slant, slope, prob. infl. by 
aslant; 2 adj.: 17th c. aphetic f. ME 
aslonte, o-slante aslant adv.; 3 n.: 17th c., 
goes w. (1) & (2) (cf. Norw. slent); relation 
of forms is obsc. ] 

slap, v.t. (-pp-), n., & adv. 1. Strike with 
palm of hand, smack; (colloq., also ~ 
down) reprimand; (part, as adj. & adv.) 
very fast, big, good, etc. (a ~ping pace, 
great girl, dinner). 2. n. Such stroke 
(~ in the face lit., also fig. rebuff, insult). 
3. adv. With the suddenness or effective¬ 
ness or true aim of a blow, suddenly, just 
quite, full, (ran ~ into him; hit me~ in the 
eye). 4. ~-bang', violently, noisily, head¬ 
long; ~dash' adv., vehemently, reck¬ 
lessly; r^'dash, (adj.) impetuous, random, 
happy-go-lucky, (n.) such action or work, 
also = KOUGHcosf, (v.t.) = ROUQHcasf; — 
-happy (si.), recklessly happy; a. 
(si.), quite up to date, in the latest fashion, 
with all modern appliances. [17th c.; n. 
& adv. f. LG slapp (unit.); vb f. the E n. 
or adv. ] 

•slap'jack, n. Kind of pancake cooked 
on a griddle; = flapjack, [slap v. + 
JACK] 

slap'stick, n. Flexible divided lath used 
by harlequin; (fig.) boisterous low comedy 
of the roughest kind (also attrib.). [slap 
V. + STICK] 

slash, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Make sweeping or 
random cut(s) with sword, knife, whip, 
etc. (~ing criticism, with outspoken 
condemnation); make long narrow gashes 
in (~ed sleeve etc., with slits cut to show 
lining or puffing of other material); reduce 
or cut drastically (prices etc.); lash 
(person etc.) with whip, crack (whip); 
(mil.) fell (trees) to form abatis. 2. n. 
(Wound or slit made by) ~ing cut; 
debris resulting from the felling or 
destruction of trees. [ME, perh. f. OF 
esclaehier break in pieces] 

slat \ n. Thin narrow piece of wood, esp. 
used in sets in Venetian blinds, lath. 
[ME s(c)lat f. OF esclat splinter etc., rel. 
to esclater burst; cf. slate1] 

slat2, v.i. & t. (-tt-). (Of sails, cordage. 
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slate 1199 sleep 
etc.) flap against mast etc. with reports; 
strike noisily with or on a surface, [orig. 
uhkn.] 

slate1, n., a., & v.t. 1. Kinds of grey, 
green, or bluish-purple rock easily split 
into flat smooth plates; piece of such 
plate used as roofing-material; piece of it 
usu. framed in wood used for writing on 
with -^-pencil or small rod of soft ~ (clean 
the ~, rid oneself of or renounce obliga¬ 
tions) ; —black, -blue, -grey, modifications 
of these tints such as occur in — ; || —-club, 
mutual benefit society with small weekly 
contributions; —-colour(ed), (of) dark 
bluish or greenish grey; hence slatfY* a. 
2. adj. (Made) of ~. 3. v.t. Cover with ~s 
esp. as roofing; hence slat'ER1 n. [ME 
s(c)late f. OF esclale, fern, of esclat slat1] 

slate2, v.t. (colloq.). Criticize severely 
(esp. author in reviews), scold, rate; 
♦nominate, propose for office etc. Hence 
slat'iNG1(l) n. [app. f. prec.] 

slatt'ern, n. Sluttish woman. Hence 
■^ly1 a., ~1Iness n. [17th c., rel. to 
slattering (woman etc.) slovenly, f. dial. 
slatter to spill, slop, waste] 

slaughter (-awt-), n., & v.t. 1. Slaying, 
esp. of many persons or animals at once, 
carnage, massacre, (~ or massacre of the 
innocents) ; —house, shambles, place for 
killing cattle or sheep, place of carnage; 
hence ~ous a. (rhet.), ~ously2 adv. 
2. v.t. Kill (people) in ruthless manner 
or on great scale; butcher, kill for food; 
hence ~ER 1 n. [ME slahter f. ON *slahlr 
(ON slatr butcher-meat), f. slah- see slay] 

Slav (-ahv), n. & a. 1. One of a people 
spread over most of Eastern Europe and 
including Russians, Bulgarians, Illyrians, 
Poles, Silesians, Pomeranians, Bohemians, 
etc.; hence ~'ophil, ~'ophobe, lm. & aa., 
~'ism(2, 3) n., (-ahv-). 2. adj. Of the ~s, 
Slavonic, Slavonian. [ME Sclave f. med. 
L Sclavus, late Gk Sklabos, f. Slavonic] 

slave, n., & v.i. 1. Person who is the 
legal property of another or others and 
is bound to absolute obedience, human 
chattel (white 1 ~); helpless victim to or 
of some dominating influence (is a ~ to 
drink, the ~ of his wife's caprices, etc.; 
the —s of fashion); drudge, person of 
no leisure; mean contemptible person. 
2. —-bangle (of gold, glass, etc., worn by 
ladies above elbow); —-born (in slavery, 
of ~ parents); ~-driver, overseer of ~s 
at work, (transf.) hard taskmaster; -— 
-grown, (of commodities) produced by ~- 
-labour; ~-holder, owner of ~3; —hunter, 
person who hunts esp. Negroes to sell 
them as ~s; —ship, employed in ~-trade; 

States (hist.), southern States of N. 
America in which slavery prevailed before 
civil war; — -trade, procuring, trans¬ 
porting, & selling as ~s, of human beings, 
esp. African Negroes; so—trader. 3. v.i. 
Work like ~, drudge. [ME, f. OF esclave 
= med. L sclavus, sclava Slav (captive), 
see prec. ] 

Slav er1, n. Ship or person engaged in 
slave-trade, [-er1] 

slav'er2, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Let spittle flow 
from mouth; let one’s spittle fall upon 
(garment etc., or another’s cheek in kiss¬ 
ing). 2. n. Spittle running from month, 
(fig.) fulsome or servile flattery; hence 
~y2 [-Y2] a. [ME, app. Scand., cf. Icel. 
slafra, rel. to LG slabbern slabber, 
SLOBBER] 

slav'ery2, n. Condition of a slave; slave- 
-holding; exhausting labour, drudgery. 
[-ERY] 

II slav'ey, n. (si.; pi. —s). Maid-servant, 
esp. in lodgings or boarding-house. [-Y3] 

Sla'vic (-ah-), a. & n. (Language) of the 
Slavs, Slavonic, [-ic] 

slav'ish, a. As of, having the character¬ 
istics of, slaves, abject, servile, base, (~ 
imitation, without any attempt at de¬ 
velopment or originality). Hence ~ly2 

adv., —ness n. [-ish 1 ] 
Slavonian, a. & n. (Language, member) 
of the Slav people; (inhabitant) of the 
former Austrian district Slavonia, [f. 
med. L S]c)lavonia country of Slavs, -an] 

Slavonic, a. & n. (Language) of the 
Slavs. Hence ~ize(3) v.t. [as prec., -1C] 

•slaw, n. Salad of sliced cabbage. [Du. 
sla, shortened f. salade salad ] 

slay, v.t. (slew pr. -oo, slain). Kill (chiefly 
poet., rhet., or joc.; often abs., as went 
forth —ing & spoiling). Hence (-) ~'er1 n. 
[OE slean, OS, OHG slahan, ON sla, 
Goth, slahan] 

sleaz'y, a. (Of textiles, & rarely transf.) 
flimsy; (colloq.) slatternly. [17th c., of 
unkn. orig.) 

sled, sledge1, sleigh (sla), nn., & w.i. & 
t. 1. Vehicle on runners instead of wheels 
for conveying loads or passengers esp. 
over snow, drawn by horses or dogs or 
reindeer or pushed or pulled by hand, 
toboggan, (sled now little used in Eng¬ 
land except of structure on runners for 
dragging loads in agriculture; sleigh 
chiefly of runner-carriage for driving over 
snow; sledge in all senses); sleigh-bell, one 
of the tinkling bells often attached to 
harness of ~-horse etc. 2. w.i. & t. 
Travel, go, convey, in ~. [14th c. sled 
f. MFlem. or MLG sledde; 17th c. sledge f. 
MDu. sleedse, rel. to slede, whence E 
dial, slead; sleigh, orig. U.S., f. Du. slee, 
contr. f. slede] 

sledge2, n. (Also —hammer) blacksmith’s 
largo heavy hammer (~-hammer often 
attrib. & fig., as —hammer blows, argu¬ 
ments, style). [OE slecg, — MDu. slegge, 
cogn. w. ON sleggja, f. stem of slay] 

sleek, a., & v.t. 1. Smooth & soft & glossy 
(of hair, fur, skin, or animal or person 
with such hair etc.); hence ~'ly2 adv., 
~'ness n. 2. v.t. Make ~ esp. by stroking 
or pressing down, [later var. of slick] 

sleep ‘, n. Bodily condition, normally re¬ 
curring every night & lasting several 
hours, in which nervous system is 



sleep 1200 slide 

inactive, eyes are closed, muscles relaxed, 
& consciousness nearly suspended, pro¬ 
longed similar condition of hibernating 
animals, (beauty ~; in one’s ~, while 
asleep; the ~ of the just, sound; ~ that 
knows not breaking, death; broken~, with 
disturbed intervals; go to ~, fall asleep; 
fall on ~, arch., go to ~, fig. die); a 
period of or single indulgence in ~ (shall 
try to gel a ~); (fig.) rest, quiet, negligence, 
death, etc.; ~-walker, -walking, somnam¬ 
bulist, -ism. Hence —-'less a., ~'lessLY2 
adv., ~'lessNESS n. [OE slep, sleep, OS 
slap, OHG slaf, Goth, slips] 

sleep2, v.i. & t. (slipt). 1. Be immersed in 
sleep, fall or be asleep, (let ~ing dogs lie, 
avoid stirring up trouble; ~ like a log or 
top, soundly; ~ in, live in, (Sc.)~ late, 
0ver~ oneself; ~ on, upon, over, a ques¬ 
tion, leave it till tomorrow). 2. Spend in 
or affect by ~ing (~ the hours away; slept 
off his vexation, headache, debauch). 3. Be 
inactive or dormant (sword ~s in the 
scabbard; top ~s, spins so steadily as to 
seem motionless; ~ing partner, not shar¬ 
ing management). 4. Lie in the grave. 
5. Sojourn for the night at, in, etc.; have 
sexual intercourse with; ~ around, be 
sexually promiscuous. 6. Provide ~ing 
accommodation for (lodging-house ~s 
300 men). 7. ~ing-bag, for ~ing out of 
doors in; ~ing-car(riage), railway coach 
provided with beds \~ing-draught, opiate; 
~m?!/-sickness; '—ing-suit, pyjamas. [OE 
slepan, sleepan, OS sldpan, OHG sldfan, 
Goth, slepan] 

sleep'er, n. In vbl senses; also, II wooden 

beam or piece of other material used as 

support for rails etc.; = (berth in) sleep2- 

ing-car. [ME; -ER1] 
sleep'|y, a. Drowsy, ready for sleep; 
habitually indolent, unobservant, etc.; 
without stir or bustle (a ~y little town); 
(of fruit, esp. pears) insipid & dry with 
incipient decay; ~yhead, ~y or inatten¬ 
tive person (esp. in voc.); ~y sickness. 
Hence ~iLY2 adv., ~iness n. [ME; -Y2] 

sleet, n., & v.i. impers. I. Snow and rain 
together, or snow melting while falling. 
2. vb. It ~s etc., ~ falls. Hence ~'y2 a., 
~'1ness n. [prob. repr. OE *slet (f. 
*sleatj-), rel. to MLG slote, MHG sloz(e) 
(G schlosse)] 

sleeve, n. 1. Part of garment that covers 
arm (lawn 1 ~s; L^Q-of-mutton ~ ; manda¬ 
rin ~, loose & open below elbow; laugh in 
one’s ~, slyly, secretly; have card, plan, 
etc., up one’s ~, in reserve, concealed 
but ready for use; turn, roll, up one’s ~s, 
prepare to fight or work; wear one’s heart 

upon one’s ~). 2. Tube enclosing rod or 
smaller tube. 3. = wind 1-sock. 4. ~-coup¬ 
ling, tube for connecting shafts or pipes; 
~-fish, kind of cuttlefish, squid; ~-link, 
two buttons linked for fastening wrist¬ 
band ; —nut, long nut with right-hand 
& left-hand screw-threads for drawing 
together pipes or shafts conversely 

threaded; —valve (in the form of a 
cylinder with sliding movement). Hence 
(-)sleevED2 (-vd), ~'less (-vl-), aa. [OE 
slieve, slyf, = NFris. slev, sliv] 

sleigh. See slep. 
sleight (slit), n. Dexterity, cunning, de¬ 
ceptive trick or device or movement, 
(arch.); ~-of-hand, juggling, legerde¬ 
main, prestidigitation, quickness of hand 
in fencing etc. [ME slegth f. ON slcegth 
(slcegr sly, -th1)] 

slen'der, a. Of small girth or breadth, 
slim, not stout, (~ stem, waist, pillar, girl, 
hand); scanty, slight, meagre, inade¬ 
quate, relatively small, (~ hopes, means, 
store, income, acquaintance with subject, 
foundations for belief). Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [ME s(c)lendre, of unkn. orig.] 

slept. See sleep2. 
sleuth-hound (-loo-, -lu-), n. Blood¬ 
hound (lit. & fig.); (also sleuth, esp. U.S.) 
detective. [ME sleuth f. ON sloth track, 
trail; see slot2] 

slew1, slue, (slob), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Turn 
or swing forcibly or with effort out of the 
forward or ordinary position (often round, 
to the left, etc.). 2. n. Such change of posi¬ 
tion. [18th c. naut., of unkn. orig.] 

slew2. See slay. 

slice, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Thin broad piece or 
wedge cut off or out esp. from meat, 
bread, or cake; share, part taken or al¬ 
lotted, (a ~ of territory, of the profits, etc.); 
kinds of implement with thin broad blade 
e.g. (also fish-~) for helping fish, (also — 
-bar) for clearing furnace-bars of clinker, 
or for lifting things out of frying-pan etc. 
2. vb. Cut (often up) into ~s, cut (piece) 
off adv. or prep., go through (air etc.) with 
cutting motion; make incorrect slicing 
motion with oar (also trans. ~ the water) 
or golf-club (also trans. ~ the ball, hit it a 
glancing blow so that it curves off to the 
right of a right-handed player). [ME, f. 
OF esclice splinter, f. esclicer f. WG 
*slitjan, see slit] 

slick, a. & adv. (colloq.), & v.t. 1. Dex¬ 
trous, not marred by bungling, carried 
smoothly through; superficially or pre¬ 
tentiously smooth and dextrous. 2. adv. 
Directly, exactly, completely, (came ~ 
into the middle of them; hit him~ in the eye; 
bowled his middle stump ~ out of the 
ground). 3. v.t. Make sleek. Hence 
*~'er m, plausible cheat, (also) water¬ 
proof coat. [ME slike(n), f. OE *slice, 
-slician; cf. sleek] 

slidle1, v.i. & t. (slid). 1. Progress along 
smooth surface with continuous friction 
on same part of object progressing (cf. 
roll ; slid sitting down a grass slope; piston 
~es noiselessly up <fb down), make move 
thus (~e the drawer into its place). 2. Glide 
over ice on both feet without skates with 
momentum got by running (~e over 
delicate subject, barely touch upon it); 
glide, go smoothly along. 3. Take its own 
course (let it ~e). 4. Go unconsciously or 
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by imperceptible degrees (—es into sin; —e 
from one note to another in music). 5. ~ing 
door, drawn across aperture on slide 
instead of turning on hinges; || —ing keel, 
CENTRE-board; —ing, ~e-, rule, graduated, 
with ~ing part for doing certain mathe¬ 
matical processes automatically; —ing 
scale, schedule for automatically varying 
one thing (esp. tax, wages, prices) in 
direct or inverse proportion to fluctua¬ 
tions of another; —ing seal, mounted on 
runners esp. in racing boats to lengthen 
rower’s or sculler’s stroke. Hence ~'er1 

(1, 2) n., —'able a. [OE slidan, older LG 
sliden, MHG sliten] 

slide2, n. 1. Track on ice made by 
persons sliding; slope prepared with 
snow or ice for tobogganing. 2. Act of 
sliding. 3. Inclined plane down which 
goods etc. slide to lower level, chute. 
4. (Also —way) part(s) of machine on 
or between which sliding part works. 
5. Part of machine or instrument that 
slides, (also — -valve) sliding piece that 
opens and closes aperture by sliding 
across it. 6. Thing slid into place, esp. 
glass holding object for microscope or 
magic-lantern picture, [f. prec. ] 

slight1 (-it), a. Slender, slim, frail-looking, 
(saw a — figure approaching; supported by 
a — framework); a or some inconsiderable 
(has a — cold; took a — repast; have made 
a — inquiry, some — inquiries, into it); not 
much or great or thorough, inadequate, 
scanty, not even the smallest, (after — in¬ 
quiry, did it until — inconvenience to him¬ 
self', there is not the —est excuse for it; 
a conclusion based on very — observation; 

a structure raised on — foundations; paid 
him — attention). Hence~'lSH J(2)a.,~'LY2 

adv.. ~'ness n., (-it-). [ME slight, sleght, 
f. ON *slehtr, slc'ttr = OS sliht, OHG 
sleht, Goth, slaihts] 

slight2 (-it), v.t., & n. 1. Treat or speak of 
(person, branch of study, etc.) as not 
worth attention, fail in courtesy or 
respect towards, markedly neglect; 
hence ~'ingi.Y2 (-it-) adv. 2. n. Marked 
piece of neglect, omission of due respect 
etc., (put a— upon, slight), [f. prec.] 

sli'ly. Var. of SLYly. 
slim, a., & v.i. (-mm-). 1. Of small girth 
or thickness, slenderly built, of slight 
shape; clever in stratagem, crafty, un¬ 
scrupulous. 2. v.i. Reduce one’s figure 
by dieting and exercises. Hence ~'ly2 

adv., ~m'iSH1(2) a., ~'ness n. [17th c., 
f. Du. or LG slim, — MHG slim (G 
schlimm) crooked, bad, etc. ] 

slime, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Fine oozy mud or 
other substance of similar consistence, 
e.g. liquid bitumen or mucous exudation 
of fish etc.; —gland in molluscs etc., 
secreting ~; —pit, of liquid bitumen. 
2. vb. Cover with ~ (esp. of snake pre¬ 
paring prey for gorging); II (si.) get 
through, away, past, out of it, etc., by 
physical or moral slipperiness. [OE slim, 

O O 

slip 
MDu., MLG, MHG slim, ON slim, prob. 
cogn. w. L limus mud] 

slim'ly, a. Of the consistence of slime; 
covered or smeared with or hdl of slime; 
slippery, hard to hold; cringingly dis¬ 
honest ; repulsively meek or flattering. 
Hence ~ily2 adv., ~iness n. [ME ; -Y2] 

sling1, v.t. & i. (siting), & n. 1. Throw 
(rare; ~ ink, si., be an author or j ournalist, 
write); hurl (stone etc.) from ~, use ~, 
whence ~'er 1 n.; suspend with ~, allow 
to swing suspended, arrange so as to be 
supported from above, hoist or transfer 
with ~; ~ one’s hook1; —-cart, in which 
load is slung from axletree; slung shot, 
metal ball attached by thong etc. to wrist 
& used esp. by criminals as weapon. 
2. n. Strap or string used with the hand 
to give impetus to small missile; kinds 
of apparatus used to support hanging 
weight, e.g. injured arm, rifle, ship’s 
boat, goods being transferred; —dog, one 
of pair of hooks used to grapple goods for 
hoisting, [vb f. ON slyngva; n. app. f. 
LG or Scand. 1 

sling2, n. (chiefly U.S.). Kind of toddy 
(esp. gin--—), [orig. unkn.] 

slink1, v.i. (slunk or rarely stank, slunk). 
Go in secretive manner or with guilty or 
ashamed or sneaking air (usu. off, away, 
by, etc.). Hence ~'y2 a., gracefully 
slender and flowing, sinuous. [OE slincan 
= LG slinken] 

slink2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. (Of animal) mis¬ 
carry, produce (young, or abs.) prema¬ 
turely. 2. n. Animal, esp. calf, so born; 
its flesh; —-butcher, who deals in ~. [app. 
= prec.; cf. cast, sling] 

slip1, v.i. & t. (-pp-). 1. Slide unintention¬ 
ally for short distance, lose footing or 
balance or place by unintended sliding, 
(~ped in the mud or over the edge and fell; 
blanket —ped off bed; foot —s out of stirrup, 
ring off finger). 2. Go with sliding motion 
(as the door closes the catch —s into place; 
— along, si., go at great speed; ~ into, 
si., pummel, belabour, eat heartily of). 
3. Escape restraint or capture by being 
slippery or hard to hold or by not being 
grasped (eel, opportunity, —ped through 
his fingers; let reins — out of his hands; 
let — the dogs of war, poet., begiu war). 
4. Make way unobserved or quietly or 
qriickly (how time —s aivay !; — by, past; 
— out of the room; — off or away, depart 
without leave-taking etc.; f ust — across 
to the baker’s; errors will — in). 5. Make 
careless mistake (—s now & then in his 
grammar); deteriorate, lapse; ~ up (col- 
loq.), fail, make a mistake. 6. Let go from 
restraint of some kind (— greyhounds, 
from leash; ~ anchor, detach ship from it; 
cow—s its calf, produces it prematurely). 
7. Pull (garment etc.) hastily on, off. 8. 
Insert stealthily or casually or with 
gliding motion (—ped half a crown into the 
porter’s hand, a white powder into her glass, 
the papers into his pocket, a marker between 
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the pages). 9. Escape from, give the slip 
to, (dog ‘—'S his collar, prisoner his guard; 
the point had ~pcd my allent ion). 10. ~pcd 
disc, layer of cartilage between vertebrae 
that has ~ped from its place. [ME, prob. 
f. MLG slippen, = OHG slip fan-, cf. 
SLIPPERY] 

slip2, n. 1, Act of slipping, blunder, 
accidental piece of misconduct, {a ~ on a 
piece of orange-peel may be fatal-, there’s 
many a ~ ’twixl the cup ct- the lip, nothing 
is certain till it has happened; give one 
the ~, escape from him; ~ of the tongue, 
pen, thing said or written accidentally for 
something else; a few ~s in youth are in¬ 
evitable). 2. Kinds of loose covering or 
garment, e.g. pillow-case, under-bodice, 
petticoat, pinafore. 3. Leash for slipping 
dogs, device for suddenly loosing clip or 
attachment. 4. Artificial slope of stone 
as landing-stage; inclined plane on which 
ships are built or repaired. 5. Long 
narrow strip of thin wood, paper, etc.; 
printer’s proof on such paper (see galley). 

6. Cutting taken from plant for grafting 
or planting, scion (a ~ of a boy, slim boy). 
7. One of the fielders (short, long, ~) 
stationed for balls glancing off bat to off 
6ide behind batsman; (sing, or pi.) this 
part of ground (was caught in the ~s or 
at ~). 8. (Without pi. or article) semifluid 
clay for coating or making pattern on 
earthenware. 9. (theatr.; pi.). Part from 
which scenes are slipped on, part where 
actors stand before entering. 10. pi. 
Bathing-drawers. 11. Small sole (flat- 
-fish). 12. Loss of distance travelled by 
aircraft arising from nature of medium in 
which its propeller revolves, [chiefly f. 
prec.; sense 8 f. OE sly(p)pe (cf. cowslip) ; 
senses 5, 6, 11 app. f. MDu. or MLG slippe 
cut, strip, etc.] 

slip-, the stem of slit1 in comb.: || — 
-carriage, -coach, railway carriage on ex¬ 
press for casting loose at station where 
rest of train does not stop; ~ -cover, of 
calico etc. for furniture out of use; ~- 
-galley, long narrow tray for holding com¬ 
posed type; ~-hook, with contrivance for 
loosing it readily at need; ~-knot, that 
can be undone by a pull, also knot that 
slips up & down string & tightens or 
loosens loop; ~-road, minor & local by- 
-pass; ~-rope, with both ends on board so 
that casting loose either end frees ship 
from moorings; ~'shod, having shoes 
down at heel, slovenly, (fig., of speech, 
writing, speaker, writer, method of work, 
etc.) negligent, careless, unsystematic, 
casual, loose in arrangement; ~'slop, 
= ~shod (fig.), (as n.) ~shod writing etc., 
also (as redupl. of slop) washy stuff lit. or 
fig., weak drink, slops, sentimental talk 
or writing; —stream, stream of air driven 
astern by aircraft’s propeller(s); —up n. 
(colloq.), blunder; ~'way, shipbuilding or 
landing slip. 

slipp'er, n., & v.t. 1. Loose comfortable 

slog 

indoor shoe (HUNT,-(Jlie-'~; 6ed-~, ~- 
-shaped bed '-pan), whence ~ed2 (-erd) a.; 
skid or shoe placed under wagon-wheel 
as drag; person who slips greyhounds in 
coursing-match; ~-bath. shaped like ~, 
with covered end; ~w>orf, calceolaria. 
2. v.t. Chastise (child etc.) with ~; hence 
~ing1(1) n. [ME;-er'] 

slipp'erjy, a. (Of ground) hard to stand 
on, causing slips by its smoothness or 
muddiness, (fig., of subject) requiring 
tactful handling; (of object or person) 
hard to hold firmly owing to polish or 
sliminess or elusive motion, (fig.) un¬ 
reliable, incalculable, shifty, unscrupu¬ 
lous. Hence ~1ly2 adv., ~1ness n. [alt. 
(perh. after LG slipperig) f. (now dial.) 
slipper (OE slipor) + -Y2] 

slipp'y, a. Slippery (colloq.); look or be ~ 
(si.), look sharp, make haste. [-Y2] 

slit, v.t. & i. (slit), & n. 1. Cut or (t. & i.) 
tear lengthwise, make long incision or 
rent in, cut into strips, (threatened to ~ 
his nose, tongue, etc.; ~ one’s weasand, 
cut his throat; ~ hide into thongs, sheet of 
metal into strips or rods; if you strain it 
too hard it will ~; has ~ my coat-sleeve 
from shoulder to wrist); ~ting-rollers, 
ribbed pair fitting into each other & 
~ting metal sheet by pressure. 2. n. 
Long incision; long narrow opening com¬ 
parable to cut (a ~ is provided for the coin 
to drop through; the windows are mere ~s; 
the ■—'S on the neck are gill-openings); ~ 
trench, narrow trench for soldier or 
weapon. [ME slitte, rel. to OE slitan 
(dial, slite), OHG slxz(z)an (G schleissen), 
ON sllta; cf. slice] 

slith'er (-dh-), v.i. (colloq.). Slide un¬ 
steadily, go with irregular slipping mo¬ 
tion. [ME var. of (now dial.) slidder (cf. 
hither) f. OE slid(e)rian frequent, f. slid-, 
w-eak grade of slid- slide] 

sliv'er, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Piece of wood 
tom from tree or timber, splinter (esp. of 
exploded shell), (vb, break t. & i. off as~, 
break t. & i. up into ~s). 2. (In fishing) 
side of small fish cut off as bait (vb, cut ~s 
from). [ME, f. (now dial.) slive cleave 
(OE *slifan) 4- -er 1 ] 

slobb'er, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Run at the 
mouth in infantile helplessness or maudlin 
emotion; wet (clothes, other person in 
kissing) with saliva; do (task) badly, 
botch, bungle. 2. n. Running saliva; 
maudlin talk, emotion, or kisses; hence 
~Y2 a., ~ixess n. [rel. to slabber, slub¬ 
ber; cf. Du. slobberen] 

sl5b-Ice, n. (Newfoundland). Floating ice 
mixed with snow, [slob var. of slab mud, 
cf. slab2] 

sl5e, n. (Small bluish-black wild plum, 
fruit of) BLACK Hhorn (~-gin, liqueur of ~s 

steeped in gin). [OE sld(h), MDu., MLG 
slee, OHG sleha] 

II sloe-worm. Var. of slow-worm. 

Slog, v.i. & t. (-gg-), & n. 1. Hit (i. & t.) 
hard & wildly esp. in boxing & at cricket; 
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walk or work doggedly (usu. on, away); 
hence ~g,ER1 (-g-) n. 2. n. Hard random 
hit. [orig. unkn.; cf. slug2] 

siog'an, n. Highland war-cry; party cry, 
watchword, motto; short catchy phras9 
used in advertising, [f. Gael, sluagh- 
ghairm (sluagh host, gairm outcry)] 

sloid, sloyd, n. A system (orig. Swedish) 
of manual training, esp. by means of 
wood-carving, used in schools, [f. Sw. 
slojd, corresp. to ON slccgth sleight] 

sloop, n. Small one-masted fore-&-aft- 
-rigged vessel with mainsail & jib, & usu. 
gaff topsail & forestaysail; || small war¬ 
ship used for general purposes & esp. for 
police work on foreign stations; |1~ of 
war (hist.), cutter-rigged ship mounting 
guns; —-rigged, rigged like ~. [17th c., 
f. Du. sloep, older sloepe, LG slup(e), 
whence F chaloupe; see shallop] 

sloot. Var. of sluit. 

slop *, n. (in pi. only), & v.i. & t. (-pp-). 1. 
(PI.) dirty water or liquid, waste contents 
of kitchen or bedroom vessels; (pi.) liquid 
food, as broth, gruel, etc., non-alcoholic 
drinks; ~ -basin, for receiving dregs of 
cups at table; ~-pail, for removing bed¬ 
room ~s. 2. vb. Spill (i. & t.), (allow to) 
flow over edge of vessel, (often over, out); 
make mess with ~s (or with ~s as subj.) 
upon (clothes, floor); ~ over (fig.), gush, 
be maudlin, [earlier ‘ slush ’, prob. repr. 
OE “sloppe, rel. to slyppe; see slip2(8)] 

slop2, n. (in pi. only). (Arch.) wide 
knickerbockers; ready-made clothing, 
clothes & bedding supplied to sailors in 
navy; '—-room, from which ~s are issued 
aboard ship; '—-seller, -shop, of ready- 
-made clothes. [ME; cf. OE overslop 
surplice, MDu. (over)slop, Olcel. sloppr 
gown] 

II slop3, n. (si.). Policeman, [f. ecilop, 
back si. for police] 

slope, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Inclined position 
or direction, the having of one end or side 
at higher level than the other, difference 
in level between two ends or sides of thing, 
the lying in a line neither parallel nor 
perpendicular to level ground or a line 
serving as standard, (there is always a 
certain — in a ship’s deck; cut this side 
straight & the other with a — to the right; 
the whole — may amount to 2 ft); piece of 
rising or falling ground, incline; position 
of soldier with rifle ~d (come to the —); 
hence wise (-pwiz) adv. 2. vb. Have or 
show ~, lie or tend obliquely esp. to 
ground level, slant esp. up or down, 
whence slop'ingLY2 adv.; place or 
arrange or make in or at a ~ (~ arms, 
place rifle at a~ over shoulder; must — 
the sides of the pit); (si.) make off, go 
away, also saunter, walk about, [n. 
(17th c.) aphetic f. aslope; vb (16th c.) f. 
(now poet.) slope adj. (16th c.) f. as n.] 

slopp'ly, a. (Of road) wet with rain, full 
of puddles; (of floor, table, etc.) wet with 
slops, having water etc. spilt on it; (of 

slow 

work) unsystematic, not thorough; (of 
sentiment or talk) weakly emotional, 
maudlin. Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~1nes3 n, 
[SLOP1, -Y2] 

slosh, n., & v.t. 1. = slush. 2. v.t. (sh). 

Beat, thrash, [see slush] 

slot1, n., & v.t. (-tt-). 1. Groove, channel, 
slit, or long aperture, made in machine 
etc. to admit some other part, esp. slit 
for penny or other coin that sets working 
a~ -machine or automatic retailer of small 
wares; stage trapdoor. 2. v.t. Provide 
with —(s). [f. OF esclot hollow of the 
breast, of unkn. orig. ] 

slot2, n. Track of deer etc. esp. as shown 
by footprints, [f. AF & OF esclot hoof- 
-print prob. f. ON sloth, trail, cf. sleuth- 
- HOUND ] 

sloth, n. 1. Laziness, indolence, whence 
~'ful a., ~'fulLY2 adv., ~'fulNESS n. 
2. Kinds of S.-Amer. mammal with 
curved long-clawed feet living entirely 
in trees & capable only of very slow 
motion on ground. 3. —bear, large- 
-lipped black shaggy honey-eating bear of 
India & Ceylon; —monkey, kind of loris. 
[ME slowthe (SLOW, -TH1)] 

slouch, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Droop, hang 
down negligently; go or stand or sit 
with loose ungainly attitude; bend one 
side of brim of (hat) downwards (opp. 
cock); hence ~'ingLY2 adv. 2. n. ~ing 
attitude or walk, stoop, downward bend 
of hat-brim (opp. cock); (si.) incompetent 
or slovenly worker or operator or per¬ 
formance (esp. is no — at, this shoiv etc. is 
no —); — hat, with~ed brim. [16th c., of 
unkn. orig.; cf. dial, slouk, Norw. slok, 
Icel. slolcr; vb app. f. n.] 

slough1 (slow), n. Quagmire, swamp, 
miry place, (the S— of Despond, state 
of hopeless floundering in sin). Hence 
~'y1 [-Y2] (-owl) a. [OE sloh, of unkn. 
orig.] 

slough2 (sltif), n., & v.i. & t. 1. Snake’s 
cast skin, any part that an animal casts 
or moults; dead tissue that drops off from 
living flesh etc.; (fig.) habit etc. aban¬ 
doned; hence ~'y2 [-Y2] (sluH) a. 2. vb. 
Drop off (t. & i.; often off, away, esp. in 
intr. sense) as ~; cast off [ME slo(u)h, 
perh. rel. to LG sluwe, slu husk] 

Slov'ak, n. & a. (Member) of a formerly 
Hungarian Slavic people. [Slovak & 
Czech] 

slo'ven (-tiv-), n. Personally untidy or 
dirty, careless & lazy, or unmethodical 
person. Hence ~ly1 a., ~Hness n., ~ly2 

adv. (arch.), ~ry n., (-tiv-). [ME, perh. 
an AF formation on Flem. sloef dirty, or 
Du. slof careless ] 

Slovene' (or slov:), n., Slovenian, a. & n. 
(Member) of a southern Slavic people in 
Jugoslavia; (-ian) language of the Slo¬ 
venes. [G, f. OSlav. (slovo word), whence 
also SLAV] 

slow (-o), a., adv., & v.i. & t. 1. Not quick, 
deficient in speed, taking a long time to 



slow-worm 1204 slur 

traverse a distance or do a thing, (~ & 
steady wins the race; ~ & sure, haste is 
risky; ~ march, of troops in funeral pro¬ 
cession etc.; ~ music), gradual (~ grcncth, 
progress), whence ~'ly2 (-611) adv.; tardy, 
reluctant, lingering, (ivas not ~ to defend 
himself), not hasty or easily moved (is ~ 
to anger); (of clock etc., usu. pred.) behind 
correct time (is 20'~); dull-witted, stupid, 
(is~ of speech, of wit); deficient in interest 
or liveliness, dull, tedious, (entertainment 
was voted ~); (of a photographic lens) 
of small aperture (and so necessitating 
long exposure); (of surfaces) tending to 
cause ~ness (a ~ pitch, tennis-court, 
billiard-table); coach, person ~ in action, 
dull of wit, or behind the times in opinions 
etc.; ~-match, ~-burning for igniting 
explosives; ~-motion, (attrib., of a film) 
with the number of exposures per second 
greatly increased (~ing down the motion 
when projected at the normal rate); 
~-worm, see foil.; hence ~'ness (-on-) n. 

2. adv. (~er, ~est). At ~ pace, ~ly, 
(being ousted by ~Zj/, but still common 
when the adv. & not the vb gives the 
essential point, as how ~ he climbs!, 
please read or go ~ or ~er, watch goes ~, 
cf. I saw a man climb ~ly up; placed 
always after vb exc. in excl. with how or 
in comb, with part, as ~-going, -moving). 
3. vb. Reduce one’s speed, reduce speed 
of (train, ship, etc.), (usu. down, up, off). 
[OE slaw, OS sleu, OHG sleo, ON slier, 
sljdr f. Gmc *slaiwaz] 

slow-worm (slo-wdrm), n. Small harm¬ 
less reptile between snakes & lizards, 
blindworm. [OE sla-wyrm; first element 
obsc., cf. MSw. sld, Norw. slo, etc., slow- 
-worm] 

sloyd. See sloid. 
slub, n., & v.t. (-bb-). 1. Wool slightly 
twisted as preparation for spinning. 
2. v.t. Twist thus. [orig. unkn. ] 

slubb'er, v.t. & i. Do carelessly or bung- 
lingly; slaver, slobber. [16th c., prob. f. 
Du. or LG, cf. LG slubbern; of. slobber] 

sludge, n. Thick greasy mud; sewage. 
Hence sludg'y2 a. [see slush] 

slue. See slew 1. 
slug1, n., & v.i. (-gg-). 1. Kinds of shell¬ 
less snail destructive to small plants; 
(vb) collect & destroy ~s in garden etc. 
2. Bullet of irregular shape; roundish 
lump of metal; line of type in linotype 
printing. [ME slugg(e) sluggard, perh. 
f. Scand.; cf. Norw. dial, sluggje heavy 
slow person, Sw. dial, slogga be slow ] 

•slug2, v.t. & i. (-gg-), & n. = slog. [orig. 
unkn., cf. slog] 

slug-abed, n. (arch.). Person who lies 
late in bed. [f. slug vb (foil.) + abed] 

slugg'ard, n. Lazy sluggish person. 
[ME, f. slugyb be slothful (perh. f. Scand., 
see SLUG1) +-ARD] 

slugg'ish (-gi-), a. Inert, inactive, torpid, 
indolent, slow-moving, (a ~ stream, circu¬ 
lation, temper, person). Hence ~ly2 adv.. 

~NESS n. [ME, f. SLUG1 or slug vb (see 
prec.) + -ish1] 

sluice (-oos), n., & v.t. & i. 1. (Also — 
-gate, -valve) sliding gate or other con¬ 
trivance for changing level of a body of 
water by controlling flow into or out of it, 
floodgate; water above or below or issuing 
through floodgate; (also ~-way) artificial 
water-channel; a rinsing. 2. vb. Provide 
with ~(s); flood with water from ~; 
rinse; pour or throw water freely upon; 
(of water) rush out etc. (as) from ~. [ME, 
f. OF escluse f. LL exclusa, sclusa flood¬ 
gate (orig. fern. p.p. see exclude)] 

sluit (-dot), sloot, n. (S. Africa). Narrow 
water-channel. [Du. sloot ditch] 

slum1, n., & v.i. (-mm-). 1. Overcrowded 
and squalid back street or court or alley 
or district in city. 2. v.i. Go about the 
~s to visit or examine condition of 
inhabitants; hence —m'ER1 n. [c. 1800, 
cant wd of unkn. orig. ] 

slum2, n. Non-lubricating part of crude 
oil; gummy residue formed in lubricating 
oil during use. [orig. unkn.] 

slum'ber, v.i. & t., & n. Sleep (distin¬ 
guished in sense only by an implication 
of comfort or ease, which is not invariable, 
e.g. fell into a troubled ~; & in use by a 
rhet. or poet, tinge; the n. is often in pi., 
as his ~s were interrupted by a knock); ~ 
away, waste (time) in ~; ~-wear (shop), 
pyjamas. Hence slum'b(e)rous a., 
slum'b(e)rousLY2 adv., —er1 n. [ME 
slumeren, slombre, etc., f. slumen vb or slume 
n. (OE sluma) + -er6 ; -6- as in number ; cf. 
MDu. slummeren, MHG slum(m)ern] 

slumm'ock, v.t. & i. (colloq.). Swallow 
greedily, wolf down; move or speak in 
awkward disorderly way. [var. of dial. 
slommack, slammack] 

slump, n., & v.i. 1. Sudden or rapid 
or great fall in prices or values, or 
diminution of demand for commodity or 
interest taken in subject or undertaking. 
2. v.i. Undergo ~, fall in price, fall 
through, fail utterly; subside limply (he 
~ed into a chair), [in 17th c. ‘ fall into a 
bog ’, prob. imit., cf. plump2] 

slung. See sling1. 

slunk. See slink1. 

sluh, v.t. & i. (-rr-), & n. 1. Write (t. & i.) 
or pronounce (t. & i.) indistinctly with 
letters or sounds running into one an¬ 
other; (mus.) perform legato, mark 
(notes) as to be so performed; pass (fault, 
fact, etc.) lightly over, conceal or mini¬ 
mize ; (arch.) put ~ upon (person, charac¬ 
ter), make insinuations against. 2. n. 
Imputation, blame, stigma, (he put a ~ 
upon me; it is no ~ upon his reputation 
that he should have or to say that); piece 
of ~ring in bandwriting, pronunciation, 
or singing; curved mark used in music- 
-writing to show that two or more notes 
are to be sung to one syllable or played 
or sung legato. [17th c., f. 15th c. (now 
dial.) slur thin mud, of unkn. orig.] 
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slu rry, n. liquid mixture of materials 
for Portland cement manufacture; sticky 
muddy residue separated from coal at the 
pithead washing plants; semi-fluid mix¬ 
ture of ganister and fire-clay used in 
repairing converter-linings etc. [rel. to 
prec. ] 

slush, n. Watery mud or thawing snow 
(cf. sludge) ; (flg.) silly sentiment. Hence 
~'Y2 a. [f. 17th c., w. varr. sludge & 
slulch, also 19th c. slosh; orig. unkn.] 

slut, n. Slovenly woman, slattern; (joe.) 
girl. Hence ~t'ERY(4) n., ~t'lSH1 a., 
~t'ishiY2 adv., ~t'ishNESS n. [ME; 
orig. unkn.] 

sly, a. (~er, ~es<). Cunning, wily, hypo¬ 
critical; practising concealment (~ dog, 
person who keeps his peccadilloes or 
pleasures quiet), done etc. in secret (on 
the ~, privately, without publicity); 
knowing, arch, bantering, insinuating, 
ironical; ~'6oo<s, ~ person (in playful 
use, esp. to or of child or animal). Hence 
~'ly2 adv., ~'NESS n. [ME slegh f. ON 
sld.gr cunning, orig. ‘ able to strike ’ f. 
slog- pret. stem of sla slay; of. sleight] 

slype, n. Covered way or passage from 
cathedral transept to chapter-house, 
[cf. WFlem. slipe, slijpe secret path] 

smack1, n. & v.i. 1. Flavour, taste that 
suggests presence of something; barely 
discernible amount of some food-material 
etc. or of a quality etc. present in dish or 
person’s character, tinge, tincture, spice, 
dash, of, (has a~ of ginger, of the cask, in 
it, of recklessness, of the old Adam, in him). 
2. v.i. Have a slight curious or unex¬ 
pected or secondary taste (rare); taste 
slightly of, suggest by taste or otherwise 
the presence or effects of, (wine ~ing of 
the cork; his manner of supercilious¬ 
ness). [OE smsec, = MDu., OHG smac; 
vb f. n.] 

smack2, n., v.t. & i., & adv. 1. Slight ex¬ 
plosive report as of surface struck with 
palm, of lips parted suddenly, or of whip 
cracked; blow with palm, slap; hard hit 
at cricket; loud kiss (gave her a hearty ~); 
have a, ~ at (colloq.), make trial of (some¬ 
thing), have a go at. 2. vb. Slap (person’s 
face etc.) with palm; part (t. & i. of lips) 
noisily in eager anticipation or enjoy¬ 
ment of food or other delight; crack (t. 
& i. of whip). 3. adv. (colloq.). With a 
~, in sudden direct violent way, outright, 
exactly, (went ~ through windows, into 
ditch; hit him ~ on the nose). [16th c., 
prob. irnit.; cf. MDu. smak, MDu., MLG 
smac ken] 

smack3, n. Sloop esp. for fishing; ~sJ 
man, sailor on ~. [f. Du. smak, earlier 
smacke, LG smak(ke)] 

smack'er, n. (si.). Loud kiss; sounding 
blow; II large or remarkable specimen of 
anything; *dollar. [smack2, -er1] 

small (-awl), a., n., & adv. 1. Not large, 
of deficient or comparatively little size or 
strength or power or number, consisting 

of minute units (~ rain), (of agent) not 
doing thing on large scale, (usu. without 
emotional implications of little, e.g. not 
a dear ~ pony or a dirty ~ scoundrel; 
~ farmer, shopkeeper, on ~ scale; has a ~ 
voice; ~ fry 1; ~ hours ; ~ <£? early, party 
with few guests & not kept up late; the 
still ~ voice, conscience; coat is ~ or too 
~ for me; ~ craft, boats; came in ~ 
numbers; this beer is very ~, weak, 
watery). 2. (As distinctive epithet) of the 
~er kind (~-sword, rapier or sword for 
thrusting only; ~ beer, arch., of light 
kind); think no ~ beer of oneself, be 
conceited; chronicle ~ beer, talk of trifles 
as important; look, feel, ~, be humiliated; 
~ change, copper & silver coins, (transf.) 
trivial remarks; ~ gross, ten dozen; ~- 
-arm2s, portable fire-arms; ~ letters, not 
capitals; ~ capitals, of less height than 
the fount’s regular capitals; ~ pica, size 
of type ; ~ hand, ordinary writing, opp. 
text-hand; ||~ debt, not above largest 
amount recoverable in county court; -— 
-clothes, arch., knee-breeches; || ~ holding, 
piece of land between one and fifty acres 
in extent let or sold by a county council 
to a ~ holder for cultivation. 3. Not 
much of (& ~ blame to him, <£• ~ wonder, 
comments on conduct etc. just described; 
there was no ~ excitement about it; has ~ 
Latin, knows little of it). 4. Unimportant, 
trifling, (~ talk, ordinary society con¬ 
versation; the ~ worries of life; is great 
in ~ matters). 5. Socially undistinguished, 
poor, obscure, humble, (great & ~, all 
classes; lives in a ~ way, unpretentiously; 
have experimented with radium in a ~ 
way; ~ people love to talk of great). 
6. Morally mean, ungenerous, petty, 
paltry, (his ~ spiteful nature; only a ~ 
man would think of that at such a time; 
I call it ~ of him to remind me of it), 
whence ~-mind'ED2 a. 7. ~'pox, highly 
contagious & fatal disease with fever & 
pustules; hence ~'ish1(2) a., ~'ness n., 
(-awl-). 8. n. The slenderest part of some¬ 
thing, esp. ~ of the back, hinder part of 
waist; II (pi., at Oxford) former respon¬ 
sions ; || (pi., colloq.) ~ articles of laundry. 
9. adv. SING~. [OE srmel, OS, OHG smaX, 
ON smalr, Goth smals] 

small'age (-awl-), n. Wild celery. [ME, 
f. small +obs. ache f. OE’ ache f. L f. Gk 
apion parsley] 

smalt (-awlt), n. Glass coloured blue with 
cobalt; pigment made by pulverizing 
this. [F, f. It. smalto f. Gmc, cogn. w. 
SMELT1] 

|| smfrm'y, a. (colloq.). Unctuously in¬ 
gratiating, fulsome, [f. smarm var. of dial. 
smalm smooth down (as with grease), -y2] 

smalt1, v.i., & n. 1. (Of person or part of 
him, or of wound lit. or fig. or the missile 
or insult etc. that has inflicted it) feel or 
give acute pain, rankle, (my finger ~s; 
rushed off ~ing with nettle-stings, under 
disappointment, etc.; with the gibe yet 
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~ing in his brain; ~ for, be paid out for, 
suffer consequences of, esp. as threat 
you shall ~ for this). 2. n. Bodily or 
mental sharp pain, stinging sensation. 
3. ~-money, paid or exacted as penalty or 
compensation; -—'weed, the water-pepper. 
[vb f. OE smeortan = MDu., LG smerten, 
OHO smerzan; n. ME, app. f. OE 
*smiertu f. smeart adj. (foil.)] 

smSl't2, a. 1. Severe, sharp, vigorous, 
lively, brisk, (gave him a ~ rap over the 
knuckles; had a ~ skirmish, walk, bout of 
toothache; went off at a ~ pace). 2. Clever, 
ingenious, showing quick wit or ingenuity, 
keen in bargaining, quick to take advan¬ 
tage, (a ~ talker, retort, saying, device, 
invention; a ~ officer, servant, lad, ready 
& intelligent; ~ dealing, selfishly clever 
to verge of dishonesty); unscrupulously 
clever; cdec(k), a would-be clever 
person. 3. Bright & fresh in appearance, 
spruce, in perfect order or repair, in gay 
or fashionable clothes, well groomed, 
showing bright colours or new paint, (~ 
clothes, a ~ garden-, person, house, ship, 
looks quite ~). 4. Conspicuous in society, 
leading the fashion, stylish, (~ people-, 
the ~ set). Hence ~'en8 v.t. & i., ~'ly2 
adv., ~'ness n. [OE smeart, rel. to 
smeortan (prec.)] 

smash, v.t. & i., n., & adv. 1. Break (t. 
& i.) utterly to pieces (often up), shatter, 
bash in with crushing blow, (a -~ing blow, 
of irresistible force); utterly rout & dis¬ 
organize (enemy); hit (lawn-tennis ball) 
downwards over net with great force; (of 
business firm) break, go bankrupt, come 
to grief; (of vehicle etc.) crash into 
another or an obstacle; (si.) utter false 
coin; ~-and-grab raid (in which thief 
<~es shop-window and grabs valuables 
behind it). Hence~'lNG2 a. (sh), unusually 
good, superlative. 2. n. Breaking to 
pieces; violent fall or collision or disaster 
(go to ~, be spoilt or disorganized or 
ruined); ~ing stroke in lawn tennis (see 
vb); violent blow with fist etc.; bank¬ 
ruptcy, series of commercial failures; 
drink of spirit & water iced & flavoured 
(usu. brandy—); —hit (sh), success; 
«>-up, complete ~. 3. adv. (With vbs of 
motion) with a ~ (went ~ into a goods 
train), [prob. imit. ] 

smash'er, n. In vbl senses; esp. (sh), 
someone or something excellent, con¬ 
vincing argument or smashing blow 
or heavy fall. [-ER1] 

|| smatch, n. (now rare). = smack1 n. 
[ME var. of smack1 n.] 

smatt'er|ing, n. Slight superficial know¬ 
ledge of a language or subject. So ~er1 
n. [f. ME smaller talk ignorantly, prate, 
of unkn. orig. ] 

smaze, n. Mixture of smoke and haze, cf. 
smog, [portmanteau wd] 

smear, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Daub with 
greasy or sticky substance or with some¬ 
thing that stains, (of grease etc.) make 

smile 

marks on, make a ~; blot, obscure out¬ 
line of, (writing, drawing); defame, sully. 
2. n. Blotch made by ~ing; defamation; 
hence ~'Y2 a., ~'Iness n. [OE smerian f. 
smeoru fat = OS, OHG smero, ON smjQr] 

smec'tite, n. Kind of whitish clay used 
for taking out grease from cloth etc. [f. 
Gk smektis fuller’s earth, -ite1(2)] 

II smeech, smitch, n. (dial.). Smell of 
burning or smouldering. [OE smec, smic, 
cogn. w. smoke] 

smeg'lma, n. Sebaceous soaplike secre¬ 
tion in folds of the skin, esp. of the pre¬ 
puce. Hence ~mat'ic a. [f. Gk smegma 
-atos soap (smekho = cleanse)] 

smell, n., & v.t. & i. (smttlt or rarely 
~ed). 1. Nasal sense by which odours 
are perceived (~ is less acute in man than 
in most animals; has a fine sense of ~; is 
perceptible to ~ as well as sight); quality 
in substances that affects this sense, 
odour, (has no, a sweet, pungent, disgust¬ 
ing, peculiar, close, ~; the ~ of thyme, 
carrion)-, bad odour, whence ~'Y2 a. 
(colloq.); act of inhaling in order to 
ascertain ~ (take a ~ at it); hence ~'less 

a. 2. vb. Perceive ~ of, detect presence 
of by ~, (am sure I ~ gas; horses smelt the 
water a mile off; ~ a rat, fig., suspect foul 
dealing etc.), whence ~'able a.; inhale ~ 
of, set one’s sense of ~ to work at (smelt 
it or at it to see if it was high; came up & 
smelt at my calves); (of dog) hunt out by 
~, (fig. of person) find out (secret, plotter, 
etc.) by investigation, (of dog or fig. of 
person) sniff or search about; perceive 
«~s, have sense of ~ (can, do, fishes ~?); 
emit ~ usu. of kind specified by adj. or 
adv., suggest or recall the ~ of, (flowers 
that do not ~ ; sweet, nice, disgustingly, 
of garlic, of brandy; ~ of the lamp, seem 
to have been composed laboriously at 
night; ~ of the shop, be over-technical; 
~ of jobbery, nepotism, etc., suggest these); 
stink, be rank; seem from the ~ to be 
(dish, milk, ~s good, sour); ~ing-bottle, 
pocket phial of ~ing-salts, ammonium 
carbonate mixed with scent to be sniffed 
as cure for faintness etc. [ME smel(len), 
excl. E] 

smell'er, n. In vbl senses; (also) the nose 
(Sl.). [-ER1] 

smelt1, v.t. Extract metal from (ore) 
by melting; extract (metal) from ore by 
melting, [f. MDu or MLG smelten; cogn. 
W. MELT2] 

smelt2, n. Small fish allied to salmon & 
prized as food. [OE, = obs. G schmelt, 
schmelz, Da. smelt] 

smelt2. See smell. 

smew, n. Kind of fishing duck, [also 
smee, smeath, orig. unkn.] 

smil'ax, n. Kinds of climbing shrubs 
some of which yield sarsaparilla; climb¬ 
ing kind of asparagus much used in 
decoration. [L f. Gk] 

smil|e, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Relax features 
often by parting lips into pleased or kind 
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or gently amused or indulgently contemp¬ 
tuous or sceptical expression or forced 
imitation of these, look (up)on or at with 
such expression, (~e sweetly, indulgently, 
cynically, bitterly, ~e at the claims of, 
ridicule or show indifference to them), 
whence ~'ingLY2 adv.; express by ~ing 
(~e welcome, consent, appreciation, etc.); 
give «~e of specified kind (~ed an ironical, 
a curious, ~e); drive (person’s vexation 
etc.) away, bring (person) into or out of a 
mood, by -~ing; come up ~ing, face fresh 
difficulty (w. ref. to boxer beginning new 
round); be or appear propitious, have 
bright aspect, seem to look propitiously 
(up)on, (fortune, occasion, ~es on us; all 
nature looks ~ing <t- gay). 2. n. Act of 
~ing, ~ing expression or aspect; hence 
~e'iESS (-1-1-) a. [ME, peril, f. MLG 
'smilen = OHG smilan] 

smiich, v.t., & n. Stain, soil, smear, spot, 
(lit., & fig. as a ~ed reputation). [15th e., 
of unkn. orig. ] 

smffk, v.i., & n. (Put on or wear) affected 
or silly smile, simper. [OE sme(a)rcian, 
f. *smar-, *smer- as in OE smerian laugh 
at; for -k cf. talx ] 

smite, v.t. & i. (smote & arch, sm.il, smitten 
& arch, smit), & n. 1. Strike, hit, (chiefly 
arch, or joc.; whosoever shall ~ thee on 
thy right cheek; smote his hands together; 
smote the harpstrings; ~ off his head; smote 
the first ball for four; an idea smote him, 
suddenly came); inflict severe defeat on 
(~ them hip & thigh, utterly defeat them; 
we hope to ~ them); chastise (God shall ~ 
thee; his conscience smote him); (chiefly 
in p.p.) strike or seize or infect or possess 
with disease or desire or fascination (city, 
person, smitten with plague, palsy; am 
smitten with her charms or her or abs.; 
smitten with a desire to); come forcibly or 
abruptly (up)on (wave smote upon the cliff; 
sun’s rays smiting upon him; sound ~s 
upon the ear); hence smit'ER1 n. 2. n. 
(colloq.). Blow, stroke, attempt. [OE 
smitan, MDu., MLG smiten, OHG stnizan, 
Goth, -smeitan] 

smith, n. Worker in metal esp. one who 
forges iron, blacksmith, (the gen. sense 
chiefly in comb., as gold, silver, tin, white, 
-~). [OE smith, MDu., MLG smit, OHG 
smid, smit, ON smithr, Goth, smilha] 

smithereens' (-dherenz), smith'ers 
(-dh-), nn. pi. Small fragments (smash 
etc. to or into ~). [f. syn. smilhers + -een 
(Ir. dim. ending); orig. unkn. ] 

smith'ery, n. Smith’s work; (esp. in 
Admiralty dockyards) smithy, [-ery] 

Smith'field, n. (Used for) the London 
meat market. [~ in London] 

smi'thy (-dhi), n. Blacksmith’s workshop, 
forgo. [ME, f. ONsmithja, = OE smiththe, 
(Gmc 'smilhjon) whence obs. smithe] 

smitten. See smite. 

smock, n., & v.t. 1. Chemise (arch.); 
child’s overall; blouse worn by artists 
etc.; ~(-frock), field-labourer’s former 

smoke 
outer linen garment of shirtlike shape & 
with upper part closely gathered; —mill 
(hist.), windmill of which the cap only & 
not the body revolves. 2. v.t. Adorn with 
smockinq. [OE smoc, OHG smoccho, ON 
smokkr, prob. rel. to OE srmugan creep, 
O N smjiiga put on a garment ] 

smock'ing, n. Honeycomb ornamenta¬ 
tion on garment of which the basis is 
close gathers as on smock-frock, [-ing1] 

smog, n. Mixture of smoke and fog, cf. 
smaze. [portmanteau wd] 

smoke1, n. 1. Volatile products of com¬ 
bustion, esp. visible vapour with carbon 
etc. in suspension emitted by burning 
substance (a column, cloud, of ~; end, go 
up, in ~, come to nothing; no ~ without 
fire 1; from ~ into smother, from one evil 
to another or a worse; like~, si., without 
cfheck or difficulty, rapidly, easily; the 
big ~, si., London or any large town). 2. 
Spell of tobacco-smoking (must have a ~). 
3. (si.). Cigar(ette). 4. ~-ball, projectile 
filled with material emitting dense ~ used 
to conceal military operations etc., also 
ball used in trap-shooting & giving puff 
of ~ when struck, also medical appliance 
for inhaling vapour from in asthma etc.; 
~-bell, suspended over lamp etc. to pro¬ 
tect ceiling; ~-consumer, apparatus for 
utilizing instead of releasing ~ of furnace 
or fireplace, & so ^—consuming a.; ~ -dried, 
cured in ~; ~-jack, machine for turning 
roasting-spit by use of current of hot air 
in chimney; —plant, -tree, ornamental 
shrub with feathery ~like fruit-stalks; 
~-rocket, contrivance for injecting ~ into 
drain to discover leak; ~-screen (mil., 
nav.), ~ diffused to hide operations; ~- 
-staclc, funnel & steam-escape pipes of 
steamer; ~-stone, cairngorm. Hence 
smok'o n. (Australia & New Zealand), 
break for a ~ during working hours, 
~'less (-kl-) a., ~'lessLY2 adv., ~'16ss- 
ness n. [OE smoca, f. weak grade of stem 
of smeocan, smecan; see smeech ] 

smok|e2, v.i. & t. 1. Emit smoke or visible 
vapour, reek, steam, (his ~ 'mg blade, 
steeds; meat ~ing on the board; lamp is 
~ing, not burning clear), (of chimney or 
fire) discharge smoke into room. 2. Colour 
or darken or obscure, spoil taste of in 
cooking, preserve or cure, suffocate, rid 
of insects etc., with smoke (lamp ~es 
ceiling; ~ed wood, fumed; ~ed glass, 
darkened with smoke for looking at sun 
etc.; the porridge is~ed; ~ed ham, had¬ 
dock, etc.; ~e insects, plants, kill, cleanse, 
them by fumigation; *~e out, discover 
by thorough investigation; ~e out ivasps, 
wasps’-nest, etc., destroy by injecting 
smoke). 3. Breathe in and out smoke of 
(tobacco-pipe, cigar, cigarette, tobacco, 
opium, stramonium, cane, brown paper; 
put that in your pipe & ~e it, reflect upon 
what has been said, esp. some admonition 
or rebuke), whence ~'able a.; ~e tobacco 
(~es too much or like a chimney; will you 
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~e?), bring oneself into specified state by 
~ing (has ~ed himself ill, sick, stupid, into 
tranquillity). 4. Get inkling, become 
suspicious or aware, of; || (arch.) quiz, 
make fun of, (person etc.). 5. ||~e-room, 
~ing-room; ~ing-cap, -jacket, of orna¬ 
mental kind formerly worn while one 
~ed; ~ing-car(riage) or compartment, 
reserved for smokers on railway-train; 
II ~ing-concert, concert at which ~ing is 
allowed; ~ing-mixture, blend of tobaccos 
for ~ing in pipe; ~ing-room, in hotel or 
house kept for ~ing in (~ing-room talk 
etc., esp. such as is suited for men only). 
[OE smocian f. smoca (prec.)] 

smok'er, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
person who habitually smokes tobacco 
(—’s heart, throat, ailments due to ex¬ 
cessive smoking; chain—); smoking - 
-compartment on train; J| smoking - 
-concert. [-er1] 

smok'ly, a. Emitting, veiled or filled with, 
obscure (as) with, stained with or 
coloured like, smoke (a ~y fire, city, room, 
hue, ceiling). Hence~il,Y2 adv., —Iness n. 
[-Y2] 

smolt, n. Migratory stage of young salmon 
or sea-trout whilst leaving fresh water for 
first visit to sea. [ME ; orig. unkn. ] 

smooth1 (-dh), a. 1. Of relatively even & 
polished surface, free from perceptible 
projections or lumps or indentations or 
roughness or (of liquid) undulations, not 
wrinkled or pitted or scored or hairy, 
that can be traversed without check, (~ 
skin, surface, morocco, brow, chin; am now 
in ~ water, have passed obstacles or 
difficulties; bring the paste to a ~ con¬ 
sistence-, had a ~ passage, across sea; 
course of true love never did run ~ ; ~ hair, 
esp. flattened down on head). 2. Free 
from harshness of sound or taste (~ verse, 
with easy & correct rhythm; ~ claret, 
spirit, etc.; ~ hreathing). 3. Equable, 
unruffled, polite, conciliatory, compli¬ 
mentary, flattering, (~ temper, manners-, 
~ face, esp. hypocritically friendly, 
whence~facED2 a.; ~ things, esp. flattery 
or insincere encouragement, whence 
'■—spoken, —tonguED2, aa.). 4. -—bore, 
gun with unrifled barrel. Hence ~'i,y2 
adv., '•—'ness n., (-dh-). [OE smoth (once, 
usu. smethe whence dial, smeeth); not in 
cogn. langg. ] 

smooth2 (-dh), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Make 
smooth (often out, over, down, away, ~ 
over or away differences, perplexities, 
difficulties, etc., reduce or get rid of in 
fact or appearance); free from impedi¬ 
ments or discomfort (~ the way; will ~ 
his declining years); cloak over faults etc.; 
become smooth (usu. down; sea presently 
~ed down). 2. n. ~ing touch or stroke 
(gave his hair a ~); ~ing-iron, implement 
usu. heated to ~ linen etc.; ~ing-plane, 
small plane for finishing the planing of 
wood. [ME, f. prec. ] 

smorgasbord (smdr'gosboord), smor¬ 

gasbord, n. Scandinavian hors-d’oeuvres. 
[Sw., f. smor butter, gas goose, bord table] 

smote. See smith. 
smo'ther (-tidh-), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Smoul¬ 
dering ashes etc. (arch.; from the smoke1 
into the ~); cloud of dust, spray, smoke 
etc., or obscurity caused by it (rare). 
2. vb. Suffocate, stifle, kill by stopping 
breath of or excluding air from, (~ed mate 
in chess, when king having no vacant 
space to move to is checked by knight); 
overwhelm with kisses, gifts, kindness, 
etc.; put out or keep down (fire) by heap¬ 
ing with ashes etc.; suppress, conceal or 
secure concealment of, keep from notice 
or publicity, burke, (often up;~ a yawn; 
with ~ed curses; the facts, the, recommenda¬ 
tions of the committee, were ~ed up); cover 
entirely in (strawberries ~cd in cream); 
(rare) perish of suffocation, have diffi¬ 
culty in breathing. [ME smorther f. st. 
of smorian suffocate (dial, smore, = MDu., 
MLG smoren, G schmoren); vb f. n.] 

smo'thery (-udh-), a. Stifling. [-Y2] 

smoul'der (smol-), v.i., & n. 1. Burn 
without flame, burn inwardly or in sup¬ 
pressed way or unseen; (of feelings etc.) 
exist, operate, be nursed, undetected or 
without conspicuous effects (~ing dis¬ 
content, haired, rebellion). 2. n. ~ing 
combustion (the ~ will soon be a flame). 
[ME smolder n., of obsc. orig.; vb f. n.] 

smudge1, smutch (arch.), v.t. & i., & 
n. 1. Smear or blot or blur lines of 
(writing, drawing); make dirt-mark or 
confused blot or smear on (face, paper, 
surface); (usu. -tch) defile, sully, stain 
with disgrace, impair purity of, (person’s 
record, fame, etc.); (of ink, drawing, etc.) 
become blurred (smudges easily). 2. n. 
Dirt-mark lit. or (esp. -tch) fig., blotted 
line, blurred mark; hence smudg'y2 a., 
smudg'iLY2 adv., smudg'iNESS n. l-ge 
older as vb (1430), -tch as n. (1530); orig. 
unkn. ] 

smudge2, n. Outdoor fire with dense 
smoke made to keep off insects etc. [rel. 
to prec. ] 

smug, a. & n. 1. Of commonplace re¬ 
spectable narrow-minded self-satisfied 
comfortable unambitious unimaginative 
character or appearance; hence ~'ness 

n. 2. n. (chiefly univ. si.). || Person ill 
fitted for society or without athletic pur¬ 
suits or interests. [16th c., of unkn. orig. ] 

smug'glle, v.t. Import or export (goods, 
or abs.) illegally, esp. without payment 
of customs duties (often in, out, over), 
whence '—er 1, ~ing *, nn.; convey secretly 
in, out, etc., or put away etc. into con¬ 
cealment. [17th c. smuckle, smuggle, f. 
LG smukkeln (Du. smokkelen), smuggeln 
(G schmuggeln)] 

smut, n., & v.t. & i. (-tt-). 1. (Spot or 
smudge made by) small flake of soot; 
ditto, brother ~ (nursery etc.), tu quoque 
retort to criticism; lascivious talk or 
words or stories; disease of corn by 
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which parts of the ear change to black 
powder; ~-baU, kinds of fungus; —mill, 
machine for cleansing grain from ~; 
hence ~t'v2 a., ~t'lLY2 adv., ~t'iNESS n. 
2. vb. Mark with ~(s); infect (corn) with, 
(of corn) contract, ~. [ rel. to LG smutt, 
G schmutz the corn-disease, MHG schmuz, 
G schmutz dirt ] 

smutch. See sjujdge. 

Smyrn'iot(e) (-£!•-), a. & n. (Native or in¬ 
habitant) of Smyrna. [-OT2] 

snack, n. Slight or casual or hurried meal 
(~ bar or counter, place where ~s are 
served); go ~s, go shares (~s!, claim to 
share), [orig. (15th c.) a snap or bite, f. 
snack vb; f. MDu. snac(k), snacken snap 
(of a dog)] 

snaf'flle1, n. Bridle consisting of ~e-6i(, 
or plain slender jointed bit without curb, 
& single rein; ride one on the ~e (fig.), 
manage him gently. Hence ~ed2 (-Id) a. 
[16th c., perh. conn. w. (M)Du., (M)LG 
snavel beak, mouth ] 

I! snaf'fle2, v.t. (si.). Appropriate, pur¬ 
loin, pinch, [c. 1700, cant of unkn. orig.] 

“snafu' (-fob), a. & n. (Service si.). 1. 
Chaotic. 2. n. Utter confusion, [f. initial 
letters of ‘situation normal, all/ouled up’ ] 

snag, n., & v.t. (-gg-). 1. Jagged project¬ 
ing point, e.g. irregular or broken tooth, 
stump of branch remaining on tree, 
pointed root or stump poking out of 
ground, piece of rough timber or rock 
embedded in river or sea bottom & 
impeding navigation; (fig.) unexpected 
obstacle or drawback; hence ~gED2 (-gd), 

>—'g'y2 (-gi), aa. 2. v.t. Run (ship) on ~; 
clear (land, waterway, tree-trunk) of ~s. 
[prob. f. Scand. (Norw. snag spike)] 

snail, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Kinds of slimy 
slow-creeping gasteropod mollusc, most 
of them with spiral shell & horns or 
retractile eye-stalks, some used as food 
esp. in France, whence ~'ery(3) n., & 
many destructive in gardens (Roman ~, 
the chief edible kind; —’s gallop, pace, 
very slow locomotion); (also —wheel) 
notched wheel in clock resembling ~ in 
outline determining number of strokes in 
striking the hours; (also ~-clover, -trefoil) 
kinds of leguminous plant including 
lucerne with spiral pods; ~-ftsh, with 
ventral sucker for clinging; ~-slow, slow 
as a ~; hence ~'like a. 2. vb. Rid 
(garden) of, hunt for, ~s. [OE snsegel etc., 
MLG sneil, OHG snegil (G dial, schnegel), 
ON snigill] 

snake, n., & v.i. 1. Serpent (commoner 
in ordinary speech, more loosely applied 
so as to include ~!ike lizards etc., & 
specially used of the common British 
harmless kind; ~ in the grass, hidden 
danger or secret enemy; warm, cherish, 
etc., a ~ in one’s bosom, meet with in¬ 
gratitude or receive evil for good; 
scotch2 the ~; see ~s, have delirium 
tremens; raise or wake ~s, make dis¬ 
turbance, start violent quarrel; S~s!, 

snap 
int. of anger). 2. Treacherous cold- 
-hearted person. 3. ~-6ird, fish-eating 
bird with long slender neck; —charmer, 
-charming, see serpent; ~-fence (of hori¬ 
zontal tree-trunks only, laid zigzag with 
overlapping ends to support each other); 
~ lizard, kinds of lizard with rudimen¬ 
tary or no legs; ~-locked, with ~s instead 
of hair; ~(-)roo(, one of several American 
plants having roots reputed to be <■— 
-poison antidotes; ~s'liead, the fritillary 
plant (from resemblance of bud to head of 
~); ~-stone, ammonite; ~-iveed, bistort; 
~-wood, (wood of) a S.-American tiinber- 
-tree (from its ~like markings). 4. v.i. 
Move, twist, etc. like a ~. [OE snaca, 
= MLG snake, ON snakr, snokr] 

snak'ly, a. Infested with snakes; snake¬ 
like in appearance or in such attributes 
as venom, guile, coldness, ingratitude; 
~2/ hair (of the Furies with snakes for 
hair). Hence ~Iness n. [-Y2] 

snap, v.t. & i. (-pp-), & n. 1. Make sudden 
audible bite (dog ~ped viciously, ~ at, 
try to bite, also speak irritably to; ~ at 
bait, offer, chance, etc., accept eagerly), 
(fig.) say ill-tempered or spiteful things 
(~ out, say irritably), whence ~p'lSH1 a., 
~p'ishLY2 adv., ~p'ishNESS n.; bite off 
(~ off one’s nose, esp. fig. interrupt him 
angrily or rudely). 2. Pick up (scraps, 
or fig. bargain etc.) hastily, whence 
~p'ER'-up n.; take up (interlocutor) 
without letting him finish. 3. (crick.). 
Catch (batsman) smartly at the wicket. 
4. Break (t. & i.) with sharp crack (~ the 
string, a stick; oar, wire, ~s). 5. Produce 
report from, emit report or crack, (~ 
pistol, whip; ~ one’s fingers, make audible 
fillip esp. at person etc. in contempt; 
~ one’s fingers at, fig., defy; pistol 
~s, either in going off or in missing fire); 
close (t. & i.) etc. with ~ping sound 
(~ the clasp, one’s teeth together; the door 
~ped to). 6. Take instantaneous photo¬ 
graph of (esp. unconscious or unwilling 
subject). 7. into it (si.), start moving 
quickly; out of it (si.), get rid of a 
mood, habit, etc. 8. ~ping turtle, ferocious 
American freshwater kind. 9. n. Act or 
sound of ~ping (also quasi-adv., as ~ 
went an oar). 10. Spring-catch fastening 
bracelet etc. 11. II Kinds of small crisp 
cake; brandy—. 12. A card-game. 
13. (Usu. cold ~) sudden spell of frost. 
14. Crispness of style, fresh vigour or 
liveliness in action, go, dash, spring, 
whence ~p'y2 a. (make it ~py, colloq., be 
quick about it). 15. = ~sho( n. (see 
below). 16. *(sl.). Easy task (esp. soft ~). 
17. (theatr.). Short engagement as actor. 
18. attrib. (Esp. of parliamentary or other 
deliberative proceedings) taken by sur¬ 
prise, brought on without notice, etc. (a 
~ division, debate, crisis, vote, etc.). 
19. ~-boll, -lock, going home automatic¬ 
ally with spring on closing of door etc.; 

dragon, kinds of plant with bag-shaped 
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flower like a dragon’s mouth, antir¬ 
rhinum, also Christmas game of plucking 
raisins from dish of burning brandy; 
—hook, -link, with spring allowing 
entrance but barring escape of cord, link, 
etc.; ~ shot n., shot taken with little or 
no delay in aiming; ~'shot, (n.) instan¬ 
taneous photograph taken with hand 
camera, (v.t., also -shoot) take such photo¬ 
graph of. [f. MDu. or MLG snap pen; 
partly echoic ] 

snare, n., & v.t. 1. Trap for catching 
birds or animals, esp. one made with 
wire; (surg.) wire loop for catching & 
extracting polypi etc.; device for tempt¬ 
ing enemy or dupe to expose himself to 
capture, defeat, failure, disgrace, loss, 
etc.; thing that acts as a temptation 
(popularity is often a ~); (pi.) twisted 
strings of gut or hide stretched across 
lower head of side-drum to produce 
rattling sound. 2. v.t. Catch (bird etc.) 
in ~, whence (-)snarER1 n.; get (person) 
into ~ (less common, & with more of the 
lit. sense, than ensnare). [ME, f. ON 
snara, rel. to OS snari, OHO snar(ahha); 
sense ‘drum-snare’ prob. f. Du. or 
LG] 

sndrk, n. Chimerical animal of ill-defined 
characteristics and potentialities, [from 
The Hunting of the S~ by ‘Lewis Carroll’ 
(1870)] 

snarl1, v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Of dog) make 
high-pitched quarrelsome growl; (of 
person) speak cynically, make ill- 
-tempered complaints or criticisms; ~ out, 
utter in ~ing tone; express (discontent 
etc.) by ~ing; hence ~'er1 n., ~'ingLY2 
adv. 2. n. Act or sound of ~ing; hence 
~'Y2 a. [frequent, of 16th c. snar, f. 
MDu., (M)LG snarren; see -le(3)] 

sndrl2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Twist, entangle, 
become entangled, (o ~ed skein, intricate 
business); adorn exterior of (narrow 
metal vase) with raised work made by 
indirect internal hammering with ~-ing- 
-iron. 2. n. Ivnot, tangle. [ME; n. f. 
snare n. or vb (see -le(3)) ; vb f. n. ] 

snatch, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Seize quickly, 
eagerly, or unexpectedly, esp. with 
suddenly outstretched hand(s), rescue 
narrowly from, secure with difficulty, 
carry suddenly away or from, (~ed his 
gun up, down; wind ~ed my cap off-, child 
~es its food; ~ kiss, opportunity, etc.; was 
~ed from the jaws of death; ~ a half-hour’s 
repose; ~ victory out of defeat; ~ed away, 
from us, by premature death)-, shoot out 
hand(s) at to seize (also fig., as ~ at offer, 
take it eagerly); ~-61och (naut.), block 
with hinged flap admitting rope to 
sheave. 2. n. Act of ~ing (made o~ at it); 
(usu. pi.) fragment(s) or short burst(s) of 
song or recitation or talk, short spell(s) of 
action (only works by ~es, fits & starts), 
whence ~'y2 a,, ~'Ily2 adv. [ME 
snecchen, sna(c)che, of unkn. orig.; perh. 
rel. to snack] 

sneak, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Slink, go furtively, 
(often in, out, past, round, about, off, 
av>ay, etc.), whence ~'ers n. pi. (sh), 
silent shoes; (part.) furtive, not avowed, 
(have a~ing kindness for him, an affection 
that one cannot justify by reason); 
II (school si.) peach, tell tales; (si.) make 
off with, steal; hence ~'ingLY2 adv. 
2. n. Mean cowardly underhand person; 
II (school si.) informer, telltale; (crick.) 
ball bowled along the ground; —thief 
(stealing from open doors or windows). 
[16th c., obsc. rel. to ME snike, OE snikan 
creep] 

|| sneck, n., & v.t. (chiefly Sc.). Latch. 
[ME ; cf. ME snatch in same sense] 

sneer, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Smile derisively 
(often at); utter derisive words esp. of a 
covert or ironical kind (usu. at); put 
(person) down, out of countenance, etc., 
take away (person’s reputation etc.), by 
~ing; hence ~'er1 n., ~'ingLY2 adv. 
2. n. ~ing look or remark. [16th c., prob. 
unit. ] 

sneeze, v.i., & n. 1. Make explosive sound 
in involuntarily expelling anything that 
irritates interior of nostrils (not to be 
at, passable, not contemptible); ~ into a 
basket (euphem.), be guillotined. 2. n. 
Act or sound of sneezing, [c. 1500 snese, 
app. alt. f. obs. fnese (OE *fneosan) due to 
misreading or misprinting / as / after the 
initial combination fn- had become un¬ 
familiar, & fnese had been replaced (early 
15th c.) by (now dial.) neese) 

snib, n., & v.t. (-bb-; chiefly Sc.). 1. Bolt, 
fastening, catch, of door, window, etc. 
2. v.t. Bolt, fasten. [Sc.; orig. obsc.] 

snick, v.t., & n. 1. Cut small notch or 
make small incision in; (crick.) slightly 
deflect course of (ball) with bat. 2. n. 
Slight notch or cut; (crick.) ~ing touch 
with bat. [18th c., prob. suggested by 
snickersnee etc. ] 

snick'er, v.i., & n. Whinny, neigh; = 
SNIGGER. limit. ] 

snickersnee', n. (joc.). Knife, esp. one 
usable as weapon, [alt. f. earlier snick-or- 
-snee a fight with knives, earlier st ick or 
snee, f. Du. steken thrust, snijen cut] 

snide, a. & n. (sh). 1. Counterfeit, bogus; 
insinuating, slyly derogatory. 2. n. ~ 
jewellery or coin(s); ~s'man, utterer of 
false coin. [19th c. cant, of unkn. orig.] 

sniff, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Draw up air 
audibly through nose to stop it from 
running or as expression of contempt (~ 
at, ti’y the smell of, also show contempt 
for or discontent with, also, of dog, show 
disposition to bite person’s calves); draw 
up or up (air, liquid, scent), draw up scent 
of (flower, brandy, meat, etc.), into nose. 
2. n. Act or sound of ~ing, amount of air 
etc. ~ed up. [ME, imit.; cf. sncff1] 

sniff'y, a. (colloq.). Disdainful, contemp¬ 
tuous ; (of thing that should be odourless) 
slightly malodorous. [-Y2] 

snlft'ing-valve, n. Air-escape valve in 
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steam-engine cylinder, [f. (now dial.) 
snift = sniff] 

snigg'er (-g-), v.i., & n. (Give) half- 
-suppressed secretive laugh, [unit., cf. 
SNICKER] 

snig'gle, v.i. Fish for eels by pushing 
bait into hole, [f. snig small eel; orig. unkn.] 

snip, v.t. & i. (-pp-), & n. 1. Cut with 
scissors or shears esp. in small quick 
strokes (~ cloth, a hole; ~ off the ends; ~ 
at, make ~ping strokes at), whence 
~p,lNG1(2) n. 2. n. Act of ~ping; piece 
~ped off; (si.) tailor; (racing si.) certainty 
(also dead ~). [16th c., f. Du. or LG 
snippen] 

snipe, n. (collect, sing. usu. for pi.), & 
v.i. & t. 1. Kinds of gamebird with long 
straight bill & angular flight frequenting 
marshes (common or whole, great or double 
or solitary, small or half or jack, ~, 
British kinds); gutter-~\~-eel, -fish, etc., 
kinds with long slender snout; hence 
snip'v2 a. 2. vb. Go ~-shooting; (mil.) 
fire shots from hiding usu. at long range 
into enemy’s camp or at individuals, kill 
or hit thus, whence snip'ER1 n. [ME 
snipe, corresp. to Scand. snipa in Icel. 
myrisnipa; cf. MDu., MLG snippe, 
OHG snepfa] 

snipp'et, n. Small piece cut off, snipping; 
(pi.) detached fragments of knowledge 
or information, short extracts from books, 
odds & ends, whence ~y2 a., ~Iness n. 
[-ET 1 ] 

snlp-snap-sndr'um, n. A round card- 
-game. [18th c., f. LG snipp-snapp- 
-snorum] 

sniv'el, v.i. (-11-), & n. 1. Run at the nose; 
be lachrymose, show maudlin emotion; 
hence ~1er1 n., ~1ing2 a. 2. n. Running 
mucus; whining & weeping; hypocritical 
talk, cant. [ME, f. OE "snyflan f. snofl 
mucus; n. f. vb ] 

snob, n. || Man of low birth or breeding or 
social position (arch.); II (at universities 
& public schools; arch.) townsman; 
person with exaggerated respect for 
social position or wealth & a disposition 
to be ashamed of socially inferior con¬ 
nexions, behave with servility to social 
superiors, & judge of merit by externals, 
whence ~b'isn1 a., ~b'ishLY2 adv., 
~b'IshNESS, ~b'’ERY(4, 5), '■"'’LING 1(2), 
~OC'racy, nn. [18th c. (still colloq.) 
cobbler; orig. unkn. ] 

snoek (-bok), n. (S. Afr.). Large edible 
sea-fish (cf. snook *). [ Du. ] 

snood, n. 1. (Sc. & literary) fillet worn 
by maidens in Scotland to confine hair, 
whence ~'ed2 a. 2. Any of the short 
lines attaching hooks to a main line in 
sea fishing. [OE snod, of unkn. orig.] 

snook1, n. Kinds of fish esp. the sea pike 
(cf. snoek). [f. Du. snoek] 

snook2, n. (si.). Contemptuous gesturo 
with thumb to nose & fingers spread out 
(cock, cut, make, a ~ or ~s; <S’~s /, int. of 
contempt), [orig. unkn.] 

snook'er, n. Game on billiard-table com¬ 
bining pool & pyramids (~ed, having one’s 
object-ball covered by another; (fig.) 
beaten, defeated), [orig. unkn.] 

snoop, v.i. & t. (orig. U.S., colloq.). Pry 
into matters one is not concerned with; 
sneak around looking for infractions of 
the law; steal. Hence ~'er1 n. [f. Du. 
snoepen enjoy stealthily] 

snooty. See snout. 
snooze, v.i. & t., & n. (Take) short sleep 
esp. in day-time; pass time in lazy in¬ 
difference; ~ time etc. away, spend it 
indolently. [18th c. cant, of unkn. orig. ] 

snor|e, v.i. & t., & n. (Make) hoarse 
rattling or grunting noise in breathing 
esp. during sleep; pass time away in 
~ing; bring oneself awake, into a night¬ 
mare, etc., by ~ing. Hence ~'er1 n. 
[ME, prob. imit.; cf. foil. ] 

sndbt1, v.i. & t., & n. (Make) explosive 
noise due to sudden forcing of breath 
through nose & usu. expressing anger or 
indignation or incredulity, or (of steam- 
-engine etc.) noise resembling this; ex¬ 
press (defiance etc.) by ~iug (often out), 
throw oid (words) with~ing. [ME, prob. 
imit.; cf. prec. ] 

Snort2, n. Device for enabling submarines 
to take in air for engines & crew when 
submerged to periscope depth, [orig. 
unkn.] 

snort'er, n. In vbl senses; also (si.): 
boisterous gale; performance etc. con¬ 
spicuous for vigour or violence, [-er1] 

snot, n. (vulg.). Mucus of the nose (also 
of person as low term of abuse); —"rag, 
handkerchief. [ME snot(te) (cf. OE 
gesnot), prob. f. MDu., MLG snotle] 

snott'ly, a. & n. 1. Running or foul with 
snot (vulg.; also as low abusive epithet); 
(colloq.) annoyed, short-tempered; hence 
~iLY2adv.,~iNESSn. 2. n. (nav. si.). Mid¬ 
shipman. [-Y2] 

snout, n. Nose (& mouth) of animal 
or (derog.) human being; pointed front 
of something, nozzle, (~ of glacier, of 
battleship’s ram, etc.); ~-beetle, kinds with 
beaked head; —ring, inserted in pig’s ~ 
to prevent rooting. Hence (-)~ed2 a., 
~'Y2, like a ~, having a (prominent) ~, 
(colloq., also sndot'y) supercilious, con¬ 
ceited. [ME, f. MDu., MLG snute] 

snow1 (-6), n., & v.i. & t. 1. Atmospheric 
vapour frozen into ice crystals & falling 
to earth in white flakes or spread on it 
as a white layer (red ~, ~-plant, see 
below); (pi.) falls or accumulations of ~ 
(where are the ~s of yester-year?). 2. Sub¬ 
stance etc. resembling~ esp. in whiteness 
(her breast of ~ ; the ~s of seventy years, 
white hair; apple, chestnut, etc., ~, kinds 
of pudding); (si.) cocaine. 3. ~'ball, (n.) 
mass of ~ pressed into hard ball asp. for 
use as missile, || fund each subscriber to 
which finds n others, || kinds of pudding 
e.g. apple enclosed in rice, (v.t. & i.) pelt 
or have pelting-match with ~balls; 
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~ball-tree, guelder-rose; —-berry, garden 
shrub with white berries; —-bird, kinds 
of white or partly white finch, esp. the 
~ bunting', —-blind(ness), unable, in¬ 
ability, to see owing to exhaustion of 
retina by reflection of light endured in 
traversing ~-fields etc.; —-blink, reflec¬ 
tion in sky of ~ or ice fields; —boots, 
over-boots of rubber & cloth; ~-bound, 
kept from going out or travelling by ~; 
— -cap, white-crowned humming-bird; 
~-capped, (of mountain) covered at top 
with ~; —-drift, bank of ~ heaped by 
wind; —'drop, early spring white-flowered 
plant; —-fall, esp. amount of ~ that falls 
on one occasion or in a year at any 
place as measured by <—gauge-, — -field, 
esp. permanent wide expanse of ~ in 
mountainous or polar regions; —-flake, 
one of the small collections of crystals 
in which ~ falls; —goggles, darkened 
spectacles worn by mountaineers etc. 
to prevent —blindness; —goose, arctic 
white goose with black-tipped wings, 
the wavy; ~-grouse, ptarmigan; —ice, 
opaque white ice formed from —slush; 
—-leopard, ounce; r—line, level above 
which ~ lies permanently at any place; 
~ man, figure made of ~ by children etc. 
& set up (Abominable Snowman, (sub¬ 
human animal alleged to have been seen, 
or supposed to leave tracks in the ~, on 
the higher Himalaya mountains, yeti); 

—-on-the-mountain, kinds of white- 
-flowered garden plant; —, or usu. —y, 
owl, the great white owl; ~ -plant or red —, 
microscopic alga growing in~ & colouring 
it red; ~-plough, contrivance for clearing 
road or track by pushing ~ aside; ~ 
plume, fringe of blown ~ wind-driven 
from mountain-top or ridge; —shoes, 
racket-heads or (also ski) long narrow 
boards attached to feet & enabling wearer 
to traverse ~ without sinking in; ~- 
-shovel, large wooden shovel for~ ; —'-slip, 
avalanche; ~-slom, heavy fall of ~ esp. 
with wind; —-white, white as ~ ; hence 
~'less (-61-), ~'y2 (-61), aa., ~'iLY2 adv., 
~'iNESS n., (-6I-). 4. vb. (Impers.) it —s, 
will—, etc.,~ falls etc.; sprinkle or scatter, 
come, like ~ ; under, cover (as) ■with ~, 
overwhelm with numbers etc. (esp. in 
pass, of election candidate defeated by 
huge majority); —ed up, in, ~-bound, 
blocked up with [OE sndw. OS sneu, 
OHG sneo, ON sneer, Goth snaiws f. Gmc 
*snaiwaz, cogn. w. L nix nivis] 

snow2 (-6), n. Small brig-like sailing 
vessel with supplementary trysail mast, 
[f. Du. sna(a)uw or LG snau] 

snub1, v.t. (-bb-), & n. 1. Rebuff, reprove, 
put down, humiliate, with sharp words 
or marked want of cordiality, whence 
~b'iNG(l) n., ~b'ingUY2 adv.; check 
way of (ship) esp. by rope wound round 
~(bing)-post or bollard. 2. n. ~bing, 
rebuff. [ME, f. ON snubba chide] 

snub2, a. & n. 1. (Of nose) short & stumpy 

or turned up, whence —noSF.D2 a. 2. n. 
(rare). ~ nose. [f. prec. vb in old sense 
cheek growth of] 

snuff1, v.i. & t., & n. 1. = (the now more 
usu.) sniff vb; also, take ~, whence 
^'er1 n. 2. n. = (tho now more usu.) 
sniff n.; also: powdered tobacco taken 
by sniffing as stimulant or sedative (give 
person ~, deal sharply with him; lake 
thing in —, arch., take offence at it; 
up to —, si., not childishly ignorant or 
innocent), whence —'Y2 a., ~,Iness n.; 
medicinal powder taken by sniffing; 
II -—&-butter, brownish-yellow; —box; 
—-colour(ed), (of) dark yellowish-brown; 
—-mill, for grinding ~, II also ~-box; ~- 
-taker, -taking, [vb prob. f. MDu. snoffen, 
snuffen: n. ‘ tobacco ’ f. Du. snuf, snuif, 
app. abbr. f. snuiftabak snuffing-tobacco ] 

snuff2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Trim ~ from 
(candle or its wick) with fingers or scissors 
or esp. ~'ers n. pi., kind of scissors with 
box to catch ~ (~ out v.t., extinguish by 
trimming, also fig. as I was nearly, his 
hopes were, —ed out', — out v.i., si., die; 
can — a candle with a pistol, shoot off top 
of wick without putting flame out); 
—er-tray, holding ~ers. 2. n. Charred 
part of candle-wick, esp., in bad wick; 
—-dish, ~er-tray. [ME snoffe, snuffe, of 
unkn. orig.; cf. LG snuppe; vb f. n., cf. 
LG snuppen] 

snuf'flje, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Sniff (intr.), 
make sniffing sounds; speak nasally, 
whiningly, or like one with a cold, esp. as 
form of religious affectation ascribed to 
puritans & dissenters, whence ~er1 n.; 
—e out, utter with ~ing; hence ~ingLYa 
adv. 2. n. Sniff; ~ing sound, tone, or 
talk. [prob. f. Du., Flem. snuffelen; see 
SNUFF1, -LE(3) ] 

snug, a. Sheltered from weather & cold, 
well enclosed or packed in or fixed in 
place, comfortably situated, cosy, (as ~ 
as a bug in a rug); (of income, dinner, 
etc.) good enough for modest require¬ 
ments. Hence~'I,Y2adv.,~'NESSn. [16th 
c., orig. naut.; orig. unkn.] 

snugg'ery (-g-), n. Snug place, esp. 
person’s private room or den; bar- 
-parlour of inn, [-ery] 

snug'gle, v.i. & t. Shift one’s position or 
lie close up to for warmth; draw (child 
etc.) close to one, cuddle, [f. 16th c. vb 
snug (of unkn. orig., later assoc, w. snug) 
+ -le(3)] 

so, adv., conj., int., & pron. 1. To the 
extent or in the manner set forth by 
preceding or following as-clause or 
implied in context, thus, equally, simi¬ 
larly, analogously, (now used to express 
degree before as-clause only with nega¬ 
tive, as I am not so eager, but I am as 
eager, as you; as the tree falls, so must it 
lie; as bees love sweetness, so flies love 
rottenness; rarely used twice correlatively, 
as so many men so many minds; when he 
saw her so frightened; why are you panting 
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so?; so & so only can it be done; stand 
just so; did not expect to live so long; did 
not get it by force & ought not to be so 
deprived of it; often in sentence appended 
as explanation, as I paid him double, I 
■was so pleased; ever or never so bad etc. in 
condit. clause, as bad etc. as possible; 
so far, up to this time or point or extent, 
as so far it has not happened, so far you 
are right; so or in so far as or arch. 
so far forth as, to whatever extent; c& so 
forth, & so on, et cetera, & the like; so 
long as, with the proviso, on the condi¬ 
tion, that; so be it, form of acceptance, 
resignation, etc.; so long, good-bye till we 
next meet; so much for, that is all that 
need be done or said about; is only so 
much rubbish, all rubbish; at so much a 
■week, a head, etc., a definite but un¬ 
specified sum etc.; similarly so much of 
one ingredient & so much of another; not 
so much as, less than, not even; is not so 
much discontented as unsatisfied). 2. To 
the degree or in the manner or with the 
intent or result set forth by following 
<7uz<-clause or huf-clause or as to (so high 
that you cannot reach it; so run that ye 
may obtain; warned him so that he might 
avoid the danger; all precaut ions have been 
taken, so that we expect to succeed; not 
so deaf but he can hear a gun; teas so 
fortunate as to escape; put it so as not to 
offend him; it so happens that he was not 
there). 3. To a degree that demands excla¬ 
matory emphasis (so many worlds, so 
much to do!; I am so glad, tired!; she is 
so beautiful!; so kind of you !; also colloq. 
or vulg. with ever, as that is ever so much 
better, he is ever so angry!). 4. On condi¬ 
tion that or that, on condition set forth 
in as-clause or implied, (so that or so 
it is done, it matters not how; so may 
you find forgiveness as now you forgive 
me!; so help me God!, form of assevera¬ 
tion). 5. Accordingly, consequently, 
therefore, as appears or results from 
preceding or implied statements or fact, 
(he says he was not there, so he doubtless 
was not; so or and so I cannot come; so 
you are back again; so that's that, colloq. 
winding up of statement or discussion; 
so what ?; so look to yourself). 6. (Accom¬ 
panying emphasis on some later word) 
moreover, also, as well, in actual fact, 
(well, so I did; you said it was good, & so it 
is; yes, I denied U, but or dt so did you; 
* your birthday? yes, so it is ’). 7. (As sub¬ 
stitute, often preceding vb, for obj. of 
say, call, speak, tell, think, hope, supjx>se, 
do, etc.) it, this, that, the same, this is 
what, (so he said; so spake Achilles, i.e. 
what precedes, Patroclus so, i.e. what 
follows; also ellipt., as So Satan, whom 
the archangel thus rebukes; do you think 
so?; & so say all of us; 1 suppose so, 
form of agreement; I told you so, warnod 
you in vain; she is ill <(' he thinlcs himself 
so; so-called, epithet questioning accuracy 

of description; so to say or speak, apology 
for exaggeration, metaphor, neologism, 
etc.; you don’t say so?, formula of sur¬ 
prise). 8. In that state or condition, 
actually the case, (he, it, is better so; God 
said Let there be light, & it was so; must it 
be so?; but perhaps it is not, even if it were, 
so; though it was, or things were, ever or 
never so, vulg., however bad the state of 
things; also with omission of it is etc., 
as how so?, why so?, if so, not so; also 
ellipt. for is that so? chiefly in imit. of 
German, as ‘He went off yesterday’. ‘So?’; 
quite so, just so, forms of agreement). 
9. (arch.). And so, after which I, they, 
etc., proceeded (dt so to dinner, to bed, 
etc.); so please you, by your favour, if you 
please. 10. (Ellipt. after conditional 
clause; arch.) let it be so, very well, (if 
you are content, so). II. (As int., also soh) 
that will do, stay as you are, stand still, 
be quiet. 12. (In comb, with relative 
words) -ever (also with -ever appended, as 
whoso, whosoever). 13. So-dt-so (pi. so-c&- 
-so’s), particular person or thing not neod- 
ing to be specified (never mind what so-dk- 
-so says; tells me to do so-&-so); so so, pred. 
adj. or adv., not more than passable, 
-bly; or so, or thereabouts (after ex¬ 
pressions of quantity or numbers; send 
me ten or so; 1 lb. or so will do). [OE siva 
etc., OS, OHG so, ON svd, Goth, swa, 
swe] 

soak, v.t. & i., & n. 1. (Of absorbent sub¬ 
stance) take up or suck in (liquid); place 
or leave or lie in or in liquid for saturation, 
steep t. & i., make or be wet through, (of 
rain etc.) drench, whence~'ing1(1) n.; (of 
moisture) make way in(to) or through, 
make its way, by saturation, whence 
~,age(3) n.; (si.) extract money from by 
extortionate charge, taxation, etc. (~ the 
rich); drink persistently, booze. 2. n. ~- 
ing; drinking-bout; hard drinker. [OE 
socian cogn. w. sucan suck] 

soak'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: hard 
drinker; drenching shower, [-ER1] 

soap, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Compound of fatty 
acid with soda or potash or (insoluble 
—s) with an earth or metallic oxide, of 
which the soluble kinds yield when 
rubbed in water a lather used in washing 
(soft —, made with potash & remaining 
liquid, also fig. flattery); —berry, -nut, 
-plant, -pod, -root, -wort, kinds of plant 
yielding substances serving purpose of 
~; '—boiler, -boiling, manufacture(r) of 
~; —-box, box for holding ~, makeshift 
stand for street orator; —"bubble, iride¬ 
scent globe of air enclosed in film of 
soapy water made by blowing through 
pipe dipped in ~-suds; —-earth, —-stone, 
steatite; opera (si.), radio serial; ~- 
-suns; —-works, — manufactory; hence 
~'less a. 2. vb. Apply ~ to, scrub or 
rub with ~; use ~ upon oneself. [OE 
sdpe, MDu. seepe, OIIG seif a f. Gmc 
*saipon whence L sapo) 
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soap'ly, a. Like, smeared or impregnated 
with, suggestive of, soap; (of person or 
his manners or talk) unctuous, flattering. 
Henco ~iiY2 adv., ~iness n. [-Y2] 

soar (sor), v.i. Fly high (lit. & fig.), mount 
to or be at a great height above earth, 
hover or sail in the air without flapping 
of wings, (~ing eagle, spire, thoughts, 
ambition, ideals). Hence ~,in£LY2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF essorer f. pop. L *ex (aurare 
f. aura breeze) ] 

soa'vS, soavcmttn'tft, (-ah-), mus. direc¬ 
tion. With tenderness. [It.] 

sob, v.i. & t. (-bb-), & n. 1. Draw breath 
in convulsive gasps usu. with weeping 
under mental distress or physical ex¬ 
haustion; ~ out, utter with ~s; hence 
~b'ingLY2 adv. 2. n. Convulsive drawing 
of breath esp. in weeping; *—stuff, pa¬ 
thos, sentimental writing. [ME sobbe(n), 
prob. imit. ] 

sob'er, a., & v.t. & i. 1. Not drunk (as ~ 
as a judge; appeal from Philip drunk 
to Philip ~, suggest that opinion etc. 
represents passing mood only); temper¬ 
ate in regard to drink (is a ~ man); 
moderate, well-balanced, sane, tranquil, 
self-controlled, sedate, not vehement or 
passionate or excited or wayward or 
fanciful or exaggerated, (of colour) quiet 
& inconspicuous, (in ~ fact, in fact as 
opp. fancy; a ~ estimate; ~-minded; 
•-'-sides, sedate person; ~-suited, poet., 
clad in ~ colours), whence ~ly2 adv. 
2. vb. Make or become ~ or less wild, 
reckless, enthusiastic, visionary, etc. 
(often down). [ME,f. OFsobref. L sobrius] 

Sobra'nje (-ahnyg), n. Bulgarian national 
assembly. [Bulg.] 

sobrl'ety, n. Being sober. [ME, f. OF 
sobriele or L sobrietas (sober, -ty)] 

sSb'riquet (-ka), sou- (soo-), n. Nick¬ 
name, assumed name. [F] 

soc(c)'age, n. Feudal tenure of land 
involving payment of rent or other 
service to superior. [AF, f. soc f. OE 
socn SOKE + -AGE ] 

socc'er (-k-), n. (colloq.). association foot¬ 
ball. [ASSOCIATION, -ER1] 

so'ciab|le (-sha-), a. & n. 1. Fitted for 
companionship, ready & willing to con¬ 
verse, not averse to society, communica¬ 
tive, liking company; (of meeting etc.) 
marked by friendliness, not stiff or 
formal; hence sociaBiL'iTY n.,~LY2 adv., 
(-sha-). 2. n. Open carriage with facing 
side seats; tricycle for two riders side 
by side; S-shaped couch allowing two 
occupants to face each other. [F, or f. L 
sociabilis (sociare to unite, -able)] 

so'cial (-shl), a. & n. 1. Living in com¬ 
panies, gregarious, not fitted for or not 
practising solitary life, interdependent, 
co-operative, practising division of labour, 
existing only as member of compound 
organism, (man is a ~ animal; ~ bees, 
wasps, kinds having common nests etc.; 
~ birds, building near each other in com- 

society 

munities; ~ plants, kinds that grow 
thickly together & monopolize ground 
they grow on; ~ polyp etc.). 2. Concerned 
with the mutual relations of men or 
classes of men (~ problems, science, moral¬ 
ity, students, philosophers; the ~ contract 
or rarely compact, agreement among men 
to exchange the individual freedom of 
the state of nature for legal restriction, 
assumed by 18th-c. thinkers as basis of 
political society; ~ democrat, politician 
aiming at improving condition of lower 
classes by gradual advance towards 
socialism; ~ security, freedom from un¬ 
employment & want; ~ services, educa¬ 
tion, health, housing, insurance, pensions; 
the ~ evil, prostitution). 3. Of or in or 
towards society (~ intercourse, life, code, 
etiquette, pleasures, duties; one’s ~ 
superiors dr inferiors; ~ rank, position, 
distinctions; has ~ tastes; a ~ evening, 
gathering). 4. Of or with allies (the S~ tear 
in Rom. hist.). 5. n.~ gathering, esp. one 
organized by club, congregation, etc. 
Hence or cogn.~ite 1 (-sha-)n.,prominent 
society person, social'iTY (-shi-) n., ~ly2 
adv. [F, or f. L socialis (socius friend, 
-al)] 

s5'cial|ism (-sha-), n. A political and 
economic theory of social organization 
which advocates State ownership and 
control of the means of production, dis¬ 
tribution, and exchange; a policy or 
practice based on this theory; Christian 
—ism, attempt to apply Christian precepts 
in ordinary life resulting in some approxi¬ 
mation to the aims of ~ism. Hence 
~ist(2) n. & a., ~is'tio a., ~is'tiCALLY 
adv., (-Sha-). [f. F -isme, orf. prec. +-ISM] 

s5'cializ|e (-sha-), -is|e (-iz), v.t. Make 
social; arrange socialistically. Hence 
~A'TION n. [-IZE ] 

soci'cty, n. 1. Social mode of life, the 
customs & organization of a civilized 
nation, (the progress of ~ is an evolution; 
pests of ~, persons who prey on the 
community). 2. Any social community 
(no ~ can retain members who flout its prin¬ 
ciples). 3. The upper classes of a com¬ 
munity whose movements & entertain¬ 
ments & other doings are more or less 
conspicuous, the socially distinguished, 
fashionable & well-to-do & well-con¬ 
nected people, (ivas welcomed by the 
customs of polite ~; ~ does not approve; 
leaders of ~; often attrib., as ~ lady, 
people, gossip, news, journal; ~ verse, of 
light topical witty kind). 4. Participa¬ 
tion in hospitality, other people’s houses 
or company, (goes a great deal into, 
avoids, is at his best or embarrassed in, ~). 
5. Companionship, company, (~ dr soli¬ 
tude ; always enjoy his ~; seek, avoid, the 
~ of). 6. Association of persons united 
by a common aim or interest or principle 
(S~ of Friends, Quakers; <S~ of Jesvis, 
abbr. S.J., see Jesuit ; building, co-opera- 

tiye, FRIENDLY ~; Iioyal S~, founded 
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1662 for improving- natural knowledge; 
Dorcas —). [f. F socidU f. L sodetatem 
(socivs friend, -ty)] 

Socin'ian, a. & n. (Follower, following 
or according to doctrine) of the 16th-c. 
Italian theologians Laelius & Faustus 
Socinus, whose opinions resemble those 
of modern Unitarians. Hence ~ism(3) n. 
[■us] 

sociology, n. Science of the develop¬ 
ment & nature & laws of human society. 
Hence sScioLO'oiCAL a., sSciolo'gicalLY3 
adv., (-sho-), socioi/oaiST n. [F (-pie), f. 
L sociits see sociable, -logy] 

sock1, n. (shop pi. sox). Short stocking 
not reaching knee (]| pull up your ~s/, 
brace yourself for an effort); removable 
inner sole put into shoe for warmth etc.; 
ancient comic actor’s light shoe (also 
used allusively for comedy etc., cf. 
buskin). [OE socc f. L soccus comic 
actor’s shoe] 

sock2, v.t., n., & adv. (si.). 1. Fling (ball, 
stone) at; hit (person) with hand-flung 
missile. 2. n. Blow inflicted by missile or 
fist (esp. give him~sl). 3. adv. With such 
blow, plump, right, (hit him ~ in the eye). 
[e. 1700, cant, of unkn. orig. ] 

II sock3, n., & v.t. & i. (school si.). 1. 
Sweets, pastry, etc., eaten at odd times, 
tuck, grub. 2. vb. Treat to ~, indulge in 
~; give (person thing), [orig. Eton si., of 
unkn. orig.] 

‘sdckdol'oger, -lag-, n. (si.). Decisive 
blow or argument, [prob. fanciful] 

sock'et, n., & v.t. 1. Natural or artificial 
hollow for something to fit into or stand 
firm or revolve in (eye—; ~ of the hip; 
candle loo large for ~; ball1 & ~); ~- 
-joint, = BALLl-<f:-~ joint; ~-pipe, with 
enlarged end to receive another. 2. v.t. 
Place in, fit with, ~; (golf) hit (ball) with 
heel of club. Hence ~ed3 a. [15th c., 
AF, dim. of soc ploughshare, prob. of 
Celt, orig.] 

sock'eye (-ki), n. The blue-back salmon. 
[Amer.-Ind. sukai] 

sd'cle, n. (archit.). Plain low rectangular 
block serving as support for pedestal, 
vase, statue, etc. [F, f. It. zoccolo f. L 
SOCCUIUS (SOCCUS SOCK1, -ULE)] 

Socrat'lic, a. & n. 1. Of, like, following, 
etc., Socrates (~ic method, dialectic, 
procedure by question & answer; ~ic 
irony, pose of ignorance assumed in order 
to entice others into display of supposed 
knowledge). 2. n. Follower of Socrates. 
Hence ~ically adv. [f. L f. Gk Sokratikos 
(Sokrates, -ic) ] 

sod1, n., & v.t. (-dd-). 1. Turf, upper 
layer of grass land including blades & 
roots & earth, (under the ~, in the grave); 
piece of turf pared off; hence ~d'Y2 a. 
2. v.t. Cover (ground) with ~s (~ding 
mallet, spade, implements used); pelt 
with ~s. [15th c., f. MDu. or MLG 
sode, = OFris. sdtha, sdda, of unkn. orig. ] 

sod2. See seethe. 

sod3, n. (vulg.). Sodomite (esp. as vague 
term of abuse), [abbr.] 

sod'a, n. I. One of the compounds of 
sodium in common use, esp. sodium 
carbonate or bicarbonate. 2. (Also ~- 
•water) water made effervescent by im¬ 
pregnation with carbonic acid under 
pressure & used alone or with spirit or 
wine or milk as a drink (orig. made with 
sodium bicarbonate; some ~-water; some 
or a brandy tfr ~; ~-fountain, vessel in 
which —water is stored under pressure 
to be drawn out, shop, ‘store, or counter 
equipped writh this apparatus), [med. L, 
f. sodanum giasswort, f. Arab, svxla' ] 

sodal'ity, n. A confraternity or associa¬ 
tion esp. of religious character (chiefly in 
titles of R.-C. societies), [f. F -Hi or L 
sodalitas (sodalis comrade, -ty)] 

sodd'en, a., & v.t. & i. 1. Saturated with 
liquid, soaked through; (of bread) 
doughy, heavy & moist; stupid or dull 
in fact or appearance with habitual 
drunkenness; hence ~ness n. 2. vb. 
Become or make ~. [orig. p.p. of 
SEETHE] 

sod'ium, n. A soft silver-white metallic 
element found in soda, salt, & other 
compounds, which in its pure form 
decomposes water; ~ bicarbonate, baking 
powder; ~ carbonate, washing soda; ~ 
chloride, common salt; ~ silicate, water- 
-glass; ~ sulphate, Glauber’s salt. Hence 
sod'ic a. [soda, -ium] 

Sod'om, n. (Type of) wicked town. [Gen. 
xviii, xix] 

sod'omite, n. Person practising sodomy. 
[ME, f. OP', or f. LL f. Gk Sodomites 
inhabitant of Sodom, see -ite^I)] 

sod'omy, n. Copulation between male 
persons; unnatural connexion between 
human beings and animals. [ME, f. OF 
sodomie (LL Sodoma, -ia1)] 

soev'er, suf. occas. separable usu. ap¬ 
pended to relative pronouns, adverbs, 
or adjectives, but sometimes following 
them at an interval, to give indefinite 
meaning (whosoever, howsoever, etc.; how 
great ~ it may be; with what end ~ he did 
it). [SO, EVER] 

sof'a, n. Couch with raised ends & back 
on which several persons can sit or one 
lie; ~ bed(slead), piece of furniture serv¬ 
ing as ~ by day & bed by night. [F, f. 
Arab, suffah] 

soff'it, n. Lower surface of architrave, 
arch, balcony, etc. [f. It. soffitta, -itto, & 
P' soffite, ult. f. L sub2 (figere fix)] 

sofi(sm). See suFi(sm). 
soft (or saw-), a., n., adv., & int. 1. Com¬ 
paratively wanting in hardness, yielding 
to pressure, malleable, plastic, easily cut, 
(~ as butter; ~ stone, iron; ~ coal, 
bituminous, opp. anthracite; ~ corn, 
moist thickening of skin between toes 
confused with corn3; ~ (opp. hard) cur¬ 
rency; ~ tissues of body, not bony or 
cartilaginous; ~ palate, hinder part of 
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palate; ~ wicket at cricket, moist or sod¬ 
den turf; II ~ goods, textiles; ~ solder, 
kinds used for easily fusible metal, cf. ~ 
sawder; ~ soap; ~ tack, naut., bread, 
opp. hard tack or biscuit; ~ roe, of male 
fish; ~ wood, (wood of) coniferous tree). 
2. Of smooth surface or fine texture, not 
rough or coarse, (~ skin, hair, raiment). 
3. Mellow, mild, balmy, not noticeably 
cold or hot, (~ air; a ~ winter). 4. II Kainy 
or moist or thawing (~ weather; a ~ day). 
5. (Of water) free from mineral salts & 
so good for washing or cooking. 6. Not 
astringent or sour or bitter (~ claret etc.). 
7. Not crude or brilliant or dazzling (~ 
colours, light, eyes); not sharply defined 
(~ outline); not strident or loud, low- 
-toned, (a ~ voice; ~ music; ~ pedal1; 
~-pedal v.i. & t., play with~ pedal down, 
tone down, refrain from emphasizing; 
~ whispers, murmurs); (phonet.) sibilant 
(gr is~ in gin), voiced (ft, fir, d, are ~ mutes), 
unaspirated (~ or smooth breathing1). 
8. Gentle, quiet, conciliatory, compli¬ 
mentary or amorous, (~ rain; ~ drink, 
colloq., non-alcoholic; ~ manners; a ~ 
answer, esp. a good-tempered one to 
abuse or accusation; ~-spoken, see speak ; 
~ nothings, amorous talk). 9. Sym¬ 
pathetic, compassionate, (has a ~ heart, 
whence ~-heart'ED2 a., ~-heart'edNESs 
n.). 10. Tranquil (~ slumbers). 11. (si.). 
Easy (has a ~ job; a ~ option; ~ thing, 
light well-paid office etc.). 12. Flabby, 
weak, feeble, unstrung, effeminate, silly, 
(the national character has gone ~; a ~ 
luxurious people; ~ muscles; ~-headed, 
—witted, half idiotic); hence ~'ish1 a., 
~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 13. n. Silly weak 
person, also ~'Y3 n. 14. adv. (com¬ 
moner in compar. than in posit.). ~ly 
(play ~, ~er; <—whispering etc.). 15. int. 
(arch.). Wait a moment; hush! [OE 
soft(e), older seft(e), — OHG semfti; cf. 
also MDu., MLG sacht, MHG sanft] 

sof'ta, n. Moslem student of sacred law & 
theology. [Turk. ] 

soften (sO'fn, saw1), v.i. & t. Become or 
make soft or softer; (also ~ up) reduce 
strength of (defences) by bombing etc.; 
~infir (morbid degeneration) of the brain. 
Hence ~er1(1, 2) n. [ME;-en6] 

sogg'ly (-g-), a. Sodden, saturated, dank. 
Hence ~1NESS n. [f. dial, sog a swamp ] 

soh. See sol2. 
soho'1, int. used in quieting horse etc. 

[AF hunting-cry] 
Soho'2, n. District in London associated 
with foreign restaurants etc. 

soi-disant (see Ap.), a. Self-styled, pre¬ 
tended. [F] 

soigne (swahn'ya), (fern. ~e), a. (Chiefly 
of a woman’s toilet) exquisite in detail, 
carefully finished or arranged, [p.p. of F 
soigner take care of (soin care)] 

soil1, n. The ground, upper layer of 
earth in which plants grow consisting of 
disintegrated rock usu. with admixture 

solarism 

of organic remains, mould, (good, poor, 
clayey, alluvial, light, rich, etc., —■; night- 

-~; one’s native—, ground of one’s native 
land or place). Hence (-)~ed2 (-Id) a. 
[ME, f. AF, app. f. L solium taken in 
sense of L solum ground] 

soil2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Make dirty, smear 
or stain with dirt, tarnish, defile, (~ed 
linen; would not ~ my hands ivith it fig.), 
so ~'ure n. (arch.); admit of being ~ed 
(~s easily). 2. n. Dirty mark, stain, 
smear, defilement. 3. pipe, discharge- 
-pipe of water-closet; hence ~'less (-1-1-) 
a. [ME, f. OF suill(i)er, soill(i)er, etc., f. 
Rom. *suculare f. sucula dim. of sus pig; 
Cf. SULLY] 

soil3, v.t. Feed (cattle) on fresh-cut green 
fodder (orig. for purging), [perh. f. SOIL2 
in sense dung (cf. NlGHT-soil)] 

soiree (swai'a), n. Social evening, evening 
gathering esp. for music, conversation, 
the advancement of some society’s 
objects, or the like. [F] 

soixante-quinze (see Ap.), n. French 75 
mm. gun. [F] 

sojourn (sbj'ern, so-, su-), v.i.,&n. (Make) 
temporary stay in or in place or with or 
among person(s). Hence ~er2 n. [ME, f. 
OF sojorner etc., f. Rom. *subdiurnare 
(SUB-, diurnum daily, day); n. f. OF 
sojorn etc.] 

|| s5ke, n. A right of local jurisdiction 
(hist.); district under a particular juris¬ 
diction and administration, as the of 
Peterborough, [f. OE socn] 

Sol \ n. (joc.). The sun. [L] 
sol2, soh (so), n. (mus.). Fifth note of 
octave. [1st syl. of L solve, see gamut] 

sol'a, n. Pithy-stemmed tropical swamp 
plant (~ top'i, Indian sun-helmet of the 
pith), [f. Hind, shola] 

sol'ace, n., & v.t. Comfort (v. & n.) in 
distress or disappointment or tedium 
(~ oneself with, find compensation or re¬ 
lief in; tobacco, once the poor man’s ~; 
found ~ in religion). [ME, f. OF solas f. L 
solacium (solari console1)] 

s51'an(-goose), n. The gannet. [f. ON 
sida gannet, perh. +Qnd, and- duck] 

Solan'um, n. Large genus of plants 
including potato, nightshade, & many 
kinds (often spoken of as ~) cultivated 
as ornamental creepers or for flowers or 
foliage. [L, = nightshade] 

sol'ar, a. Of, concerned with, determined 
by, the sun (~ day, eclipse, spectrum, time, 
year; ~ flowers, that remain open only 
for some hours in the day; ~ month, an 
exact twelfth of the year; ~ myth, tale 
explained as symbolizing ~ phenomena; 
~ plexus, the complex of nerves at pit 
of stomach; ~ system, our sun & the 
heavenly bodies whose motion is directly 
or indirectly determined by it). [ME, f. 
L Solaris (sol sun, -ar1)] 

sol'ar|ism, n. Belief in solar myths as 
chief source of mythology. So ~ist(2) n. 
[-ISJI] 
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solar lum, n. (pi. -ia). Place often en¬ 

closed in glass for enjoyment or esp. 
medical use of sun’s rays. [L, =sun-dial, 
sunning-place (solar, -ary1)] 

sol'ariz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.i. & t. (pliotog.). 
Spoil (i. & t.) by long exposure. Hence 
~A'TION n. [-IZE] 

sola'tium (-shl-), n. (pi. -lia). Thing given 
as compensation or consolation. [L, 
= SOLACE] 

sold. See sell. 

soldanell'a, n. Kinds of Alpine plant 
some of which are grown in gardens, 
[mod. L, f. It.] 

sol'der (or sdd'er), n., & v.t. 1. Kinds of 
fusible alloy used to join edges of less 
fusible metals (hard, soft, ~, fusible at 
higher, lower, temperature & so serving 
for different metals), (fig.) cementing 
agency. 2. v.t. Join with ~; ~ing-iron, 
tool used hot for applying ~. [ME, f. OF 
soudure (souder f. L solidare f. solidus, 
-URE)] 

sdl'dier (-jer), n., & v.i. 1. Member of 
army (lit. & fig.; ~s <£- sailors; -play at ~s, 
of children, also of volunteers etc.; tin, 
toy,~s; ~ of Christ, active or proselytizing 
Christian; the unknown S~, see warrior; 

old ~, lit., also person of experience, also 
empty bottle, also cigar-end; come the old 

over, claim to dictate to in virtue of 
greater experience, seek to impose on; 
~ of fortune, ready to take service under 
any State or person that will hire him; 
red ~, pig-disease; ~’s wind, naut., fair 
wind for going & returning); private or 
N.C.O. in army (both officers & ~s; often 
common ~); military commander of 
specified ability (a great, fine, poor, ~; 
no~), whence~ship(3) n.; hence ~like a., 
~ly1>3 a. & adv., (-jer-). 2. (si.). (Naut.) 
man, esp. sailor, who shirks work; red 
herring. 3. (Also ~ ant) one of fighting 
section of ant or termite colony; (also ~ 
beetle) kinds of reddish-coloured insect 
with carnivorous larvae; (also ~ crab) 
kind of hermit crab; ~ orchis, kind with 
helmet-shaped sepals. 4. v.i. Serve as ~ 
(chiefly in gerund, as go, tired of, ~ing); 
(naut., si.) shirk work; ~ on, persevere 
doggedly. [ME souder etc., f. OF soud(i)er, 
soldier (soude pay f. solidus, -ary1); cf. 
mod. L solidarius] 

sol'diery (-jerl), n. The soldiers (of a 
State, in a district, etc.); a set of troops 
of specified character (a wild, licentious, 
etc.,~). [-ERY] 

sol'do, n. (pi. -di, pr. -de). Italian coin, 
one-twentieth of lira. [It., f. solidus] 

sole1, n., & v.t. 1. Lower surface of 
human or other plantigrade foot; part 
of shoe, sock, etc. below foot; bottom or 
foundation of various things, e.g. plough, 
carpenter’s plane, wagon, golf-club head; 
~-channel, groove in ~ of boot etc. in 
which sewing is sunk; ~-leather, com¬ 
pressed for use in ~s; ~-plate, bed-plate 
of engine etc.; hence -soIed2 (-Id) a. 

2. v.t. Provide (shoe etc.) with ~. [ME, 
f. OF, f. Rom. *sola f. L solea sandal] 

sole2, n. Kind of flat-fish much esteemed 
as food (lemon2 ~). [ME, f. OF, same wd 
as prec., in sense = L solea flat-fish ] 

sole3, a. One & only, exclusive, (his ~ 

reason is this; on my own ~ responsibility); 
(law) unmarried (only in feme sole); 

li (arch.) alone, unaccompanied, (went 
forth ~; corporation ~). Hence ~'ly2 
(-1-1-) adv. [ME, f. OF so(u)l f. L solus] 

sol'ec|ism, n. Offence against grammar 
or idiom, blunder in the manner of speak¬ 
ing or writing; piece of ill breeding or in¬ 
correct behaviour. So ~ist(1) n., ~is'tic 

a. [f. L f. Gk soloikismos f. soloikos 
speaking incorrectly] 

sol'emn (-m), a. Accompanied with 
ceremony, done etc. in due form, formally 
regular, (~ feast-day, sacrifice, oath; the 
S~ League & covenant ; probate in ~ 
form); mysteriously impressive (~ silence; 
a ~ cathedral); sacred, full of importance, 
weighty, (a ~ occasion, truth, warning); 
grave, sober, deliberate, slow in move¬ 
ment or action, (~ music, a ~ promise, 
~ looks; a ~ pace); pompous, affecting 
gravity or importance, dull, (put on a ~ 
face; a ~ fool). Hence ~ly2 (-mil) adv., 
~ness n. (rare). [ME & OF solem(p)ne, or 
f. L so(l)lemnis customary etc. ] 

solem'nity, n. Rite, celebration, festival, 
piece of ceremony; being solemn, solemn 
character or feeling or behaviour. [ME, 
f. OF solem(p)nile f. L sollemnitatem 
(prec., -ty)] 

s51'emniz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Celebrate 
(festival etc.); duly perform (marriage 
ceremony); make solemn. Hence ~a'tion 

n. [ME, f. OF solem(p)niser or med. L 
solemnizare (solemn, -ize)] 

sol'en, n. A bivalve, the razor-shell. [L, 
f. Gk solen tube, shellfish] 

sdl'enoid, n. Cylindrical coil of wire 
which, when an electric current is passed 
through it, behaves as a bar magnet, & 
can magnetize a piece of iron or steel 
placed inside it. [f. F soUnoide (prec., -Oid) ] 

sol'-fa' (-ah), v.i. & t., & n. = solmizate, 
solmization; TONIC~. [SOL2, FA] 

solfe'ggio (-jo), n. (pi. -gi, pr. -je). 
Solmization, sol-fa; sol-fa exercise for 
voice. [It., (prec. +suf. -eggio)] 

Solferi'nS (-re-), n. A purplish-red colour 
made from rosaniline. [discovered in 
year of battle of S~ (1859), cf. magenta] 

soli'cit, v.t. & i. Invite, make appeals or 
requests to, importune, (marvels ~ his 
attention or senses; we ~ you for your 
custom; was known to have ~ed the judges), 
(of prostitute) entice (man, or abs.) in 
public place; ask importunately or 
earnestly for (~ favours, office, custom). 
So ~a'tion n. [ME, f. OF sol(l)iciter or L 
sollicitare (sollicitus anxious)] 

soli'citor, n. One who solicits (rare); 
II member of the legal profession com¬ 
petent to advise clients & instruct & 
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prepare causes for barristers but not to 
appear as advocate except in certain 
lower courts (cf. barrister, lawyer, 

attorney) ; ‘canvasser; II S—General, 
Crown law officer below Attorney-General 
(in Scotland below Lord Advocate), & 
like him appointed by the Government 
of the day & advising & representing it 
in legal matters. [ME, f. OF sol(l)icileur 
(prec., -or)] 

soli'citous, a. Eager to do; desirous of; 
anxious, troubled, (about, concerning, for, 
etc., or abs.). Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L 
sol(l)icitus see solicit, -ous] 

soli'citude, n. Being solicitous, anxiety, 
concern. [ME, f. OF, or f. L sol(l)icitudo 
(prec., -tude)] 

sol'Id, a. & n. 1. Of stable shape, not 
liquid or fluid, having some rigidity, (~ 
food; water becomes ~ at 32° F.). 2. Of ~ 
substance throughout, not hollow, with¬ 
out internal cavities or interstices, un¬ 
interrupted, whole (~ sphere or ball; ~ 
tire, without central tube; ~ square, mil., 
formation of equal depth & length; ~- 
•hoofed, -horned, etc.; ~ -drawn, of tubes 
etc., pressed or drawn out from a ~ bar 
of metal; ~ printing, without leads 
between lines; a ~ hour, day, etc.). 3. 
Strongly constructed, not flimsy, (~ 
house, pier, furniture; man of ~ build). 
4. Homogeneous, alike all through, (o/~ 
silver etc.; ~ colour, covering the whole 
of an object, without pattern etc.; a ~ 
vole etc., unanimous, undivided; go or be 
~ for, be united in favour of; the ~ South, 
southern States of U.S. consistently 
voting for Democratic party). 5. Well 
grounded, sound, reliable, real, genuine, 
not fancied or pretended or showy, (~ 
arguments, sense, comfort; a ~ man, 
sensible but not brilliant, also of sound 
financial position; have ~ grounds for 
supposing; ~ consideration, thing that 
can fairly be regarded as an inducement 
in contracts etc.). 6. Of three dimensions 
(~ foot etc., cubic; ~ angle, formed by 
three or more plane angles in different 
planes meeting at point; ~ number, 
integer with three prime factors). 7. Con¬ 
cerned with —s (~ geometry; ~ measure; 
~ problem, math., involving curves that 
are sections of ~s & requiring cubic 
equation); hence or cogn. solid'lFY v.t. 
& i., solidiriCA'TiON n., solid'if table a., 
solid'lTY n., ~ly2 adv. 8. n. Body con¬ 
sisting of particles that maintain their 
relative positions against some degree 
of pressure; (geom.) body or magnitude 
having three dimensions (cf. point, line, 
surface; regular ~). [ME; adj. f. OF 
solide or L solidus; n. f. adj. or f. F solide 
f. L solidum] 

solida'rity, n. Holding together, mutual 
dependence, community of interests, 
feelings, & action. So sol'idary a. [f. 
F solidarity (solidaire f. solide = prec., 
-ARY1, -TY)] 

solo 

solldung'ular (-ngg-), -ate, aa. Solid- 
-hoofed, of horse family, equine, [f. L 
solidus, ungula hoof, -ar1, -ate2] 

sfil'fdus, n. (pi. -di). (Hist.) gold coin 
introduced by Homan Emperor Con¬ 
stantine; (only in abbr. s.) shilling(s), 
as 7s. 6d., £1. Is.; the shilling line (for / 
or long s) as in 7/6, used also in writing 
fractions as in 3/4. [L, a noun use of 
SOLIDUS] 

solifld'ian, a. & n. (Holder) of doctrine 
that faith by itself suffices for salvation. 
[L solus alone, fides faith, +-IAN] 

solil'oquly, n. Talking without or regard¬ 
less of the presence of hearers (a ~y, 
piece of this esp. on part of character in 
play). Hence ~ize(2) v.i., ~ist(1) n. [f. 
LL soliloquium (solus alone, -I-, loqui 
speak)] 

sol'iped, a. & n. Solidungulate (animal). 
[L solus alone, pes pedis foot, or alt. f. L 
solidipes (solid); cf. F solipede] 

sol'ips|ism, n. (metaphys.). View that 
the self is the only knowable, or the only 
existent, thing. So ~IST n. [f. L solus 
alone, ipse self, -ism] 

solitaire', n. Ear-ring, shirt-stud, etc., 
having a single gem; shirt-cull fastening 
in one piece; game played by one person 
with marbles on special board; (now 
usu. patience) kinds of card-game for 
one player; kinds of W.-Ind. & Amer. 
thrush; (now rare) a recluse. [F, f. L 
solitarius (foil.)] 

sol'itar|y, a. & n. 1. Living alone, not 
gregarious, without companions, unfre¬ 
quented, secluded, single, lonely, sole, 
(~y ants, bees, etc., kinds not living in 
communities; a ~y life, walk, valley, in¬ 
stance ; ~y confinement, isolation in sepa¬ 
rate cell); hence ~1ly2 adv., ~1ness n. 
2. n. Recluse, anchoret. [ME, f. L soli¬ 
tarius (solus alone)] 

sol'itude, n. Being solitary; lonely place. 
[ME, f. OF, or f. L solitudo (sole2, -tude)] 

sol'mizate, v.i., solmiza'tion, n. (Use) 
system of associating each note of scale 
with particular syllable (see gamut), in 
fixed-do system C always being do & 
other syllables accordingly, in movable-do 
system key-note always being do & other 
syllables accordingly, [f. F solmiser, 
-alum (sol2, mi, -ize)] 

sdl'o, n. (pi. -os, in sense 1 also -i pr. -e), 
a., & adv. 1. Vocal or instrumental piece 
or passage performed by one person with 
or without subordinate accompaniment 
(also attrib., as ~ passage; ~ stops on 
organ, stops specially suitable for playing 
~ passages accompanied by other stops; 
~ organ, fourth manual on large organ, 
with stops of this kind); whence ~ist(1) n. 
2. (cards). Kind of whist in which one 
player opposes three or undertakes other 
tasks; similar varieties of other games; 
declaration or playing to win five tricks 
at ~ whist. 3. (aviation). An unaccom¬ 
panied flight; (adj. & adv.) unaccom- 
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parried, alone, (a ~ flight; flying ~). [It., 
f. L solus sole 3 ] 

Sol'omon, n. King of Israel reputed 
wisest of men (is no ~; SONG of ~), 
whence Solomon'ic a.; ~’s seal, lands 
of flowering plant of family of lily of the 
valley. 

Sol'on, n. Sage, wise legislator, [name of 
Athenian lawgiver (d. 558 B.c.)] 

sdl'stice, n. Either time (summer, winter, 
~, about 21st June, 22nd Dec.) at which 
sun is farthest from equator & appears 
to pause before returning; (also solstitial 
•point) point in ecliptic reached by sun at 
~. So solsti'tiAL (-Ishl) a. [ME, f. OF, f. 
L solstitium (sol1, sistere -stit- make stand 
f. stare stand)] 

sol'uble, a. That can be dissolved in 
some fluid; that can be solved; ~ glass, 
(also water -glass) preparation of silicate 
of soda used for hardening artificial stone, 
preserving eggs, etc. Hence solubiL'iTY n. 
[ME, f. OF, f. LL solubilis (solve, -isle)] 

sol'us, pred. a. (fem. sola). Alone, un¬ 
accompanied, (esp. in stage directions, 
as enter king —; also joc., as found myself 
~). [L] 

solu'tion (-loo-, -lu-), n., & v.t. 1. Separa¬ 
tion, dissolution, abolition of union, 
(chiefly in ~ of continuity, surg., separa¬ 
tion of tissues by fracture etc., & transf.). 
2. Dissolving or being dissolved, esp. con¬ 
version of solid or gas into liquid form by 
mixture with liquid called the solvent or 
menstruum (chemical ~, involving change 
in chem. properties of components; 
mechanical —, without such change); 
state resulting from this (held in — etc.; 
his ideas are in —, in a state of flux, 
unsettled); liquid & solid or gas so mixed 
(a ~ of alum; strong, weak, —, with small, 
large, proportion of solvent). 3. Resolu¬ 
tion, solving, answer, method for the 
solving, of a problem, puzzle, question, 
doubt, difficulty, etc. (of, for, to). 4. (In 
full rubber ~) dissolved caoutchouc. 5. 
v.t. Coat with rubber ~. [ME, f. OF, or f. 
L solulio (as solve, -ion)] 

solu'tionist (-lobshon-, -lu-), n. Profes¬ 
sional solver of newspaper puzzles, [prec. 
+ -IST (3)] 

Solut'rian, a. (archaeol.). Of the palaeo¬ 
lithic period represented by remains 
found at the Solutrd cave, Saone-et- 
-Loire, France. 

solve, v.t. Untie, loosen, unravel, 
dissolve, (knot, tangle, cohesion, etc.; 
arch.); find answer to (problem) or way 
out of (difficulty). Hence solvable a., 
solvaBiL'iTY n. [ME, f. E solvere sclut-] 

sol'vent, a. & n. 1. Having the power 
of dissolving or forming solution with 
something or fig. of weakening the hold 
of traditions or beliefs; having money 
enough to meet all pecuniary liabilities, 
whence solvency n. 2. n. ~ liquid or 
substance, menstruum, (see solution ; 
water is the commonest ~; alcohol is the 

some 
~ of resinous substances); dissolving or 
weakening agent (science as a — of 
religious belief), [f. L SOLVEre, -ent] 

-som. See -some. 
somat'ic, a. Of the body, corporeal, 
physical, (opp. mental, spiritual, psychic; 
~ death, of the body as a whole), [f. Gk 
somalikos (soma -atos body, -ic) ] 

som'atlo-, comb, form of Gk soma (prec., 
-0-) used in a number of scientific terms, 
= of body or the human body, as 
—ogin'ic, originating in the body,~OL'OGY, 
scienco of living bodies physically con¬ 
sidered. 

som'bre (-ber), a. Dark, gloomy, dismal, 
as a ~ sky, — prospect, man of ~ character. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n., som'brous 
(poet.) a. [F, app. f. *sombrer to shade f. 
LL subumbrare (sub-, umbra shade)] 

sorabrer'o (-aro), n. (pi. —s). Broad- 
-brimmod felt hat common in America. 
[Sp., f. sombra shade, see prec.] 

some (sum, sum), a., pron., & adv. 
I. Particular but unknown or unspecified 
(person or thing), as ~ fool has locked the 
door, saw it in ~ book (or other), ask ~ 
experienced person, ~ (people) say yes & 
~ (or others or other people) say no. 2. A 
certain quantity or number of (~thing), 
as drink ~ water, eat ~ bread, bring ~ 
pens, I have ~ already, have — more, ~ of 
it is spoilt, ~ of them were late, can we or 
can’t we have ~ milk? (but we cannot have 
any milk), if I find ~ (or any) I will send 
them; *& then ~ (si.), & plenty more 
than that. 3. An appreciable or con¬ 
siderable quantity of, as went ~ miles 
out of our way, had ~ trouble in arranging 
it, ~ years ago, that is ~ help. 4. Such to 
a certain extent, as that is ~ guide, test, 
proof-, (emphat. in meiosis, U.S. & si.) 
such in the fullest sense, ~thing like 
(a), as this is ~ war!, I call that ~ poem. 
5. (Usu. stressed) not quite no, as do have 
~ mercy on our nerves, has after all ~ 
sense of decency. 6. Approximately so 
many or much of (~thing), as waited ~ 20 
minutes, scales ~ 15 stone, we were ~ GO 
inall; ALLc£-~. 7. adv. (si.). In~ degree, 
as he seemed annoyed ~. 8. ~'body, ~ 
person, (w. pi. -dies) person of conse¬ 
quence. 9. ~'how, in ~ unspecified or 
unexplained manner, for ~ reason or 
other, as he ~how dropped behind, ~liow 
or other I never liked him, (stressed) no 
matter how, as must get it finished ~how. 
10. ~’one, — ~body (not in pi.); ~ one, 
any particular (one), as choose ~ one 
place as a centre, take ~ one as a type. 
II. thing, ~ thing (esp. or ~thing as 
vague substitute for noun, adj., vb, or 
adv.), as have~lhing to tell you; we hope to 
see ~thing of (occasionally meet) them, has 
lost ~thing or other, take a drop of~lhmg 
(liquor), he is or has ~thing (~ official, 
~ employment) in the record office, can 
spare —thing out of so much, there is 
~thing (truth, point) in what you say, 
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thinks himself —thing (of ~ consequence), 
felt there was a little —thing wanting, <■— 
thing of preciosity in his style, am -thing 
of (am in ~ sense or degree) a carpenter, it 
is —thing (— comfort) to be safe home again, 
his temper is, his fads are, —thing awful, 
was made a bishop or —thing, has sprained 
his ankle or —thing (— other part), is 
neurotic or —thing, lost his train or (did) 
diking, turned the lap too soon or too 
hard or (too) —thing; (adv., arch. exc. 
—thing like) in ~ degree, as was —thing 
impatient, —thing troubled, shaped —thing 
like a cigar; (colloq., w. stress on like) 
this is —thing like a (is a large or good) 
pudding, that’s -thing like (is capital)/ 
12. ~ time adv., for ~ time, as have been 
waiting — time, at ~ time, as must see him 
about it — time; —'time adv. & a. (arch.), 
former(ly), as was —time mayor of Barn¬ 
staple, (the) ~time sheriff; —'times adv., at 
~ times, as have —times thought, is —- 
times hot <£- —times cold. 13. —'way, in ~ 
way. 14. —'what, (adv.) in ~ degree, as 
it is —what difficult, was —what puzzled, 
answered—what hastily, (pron., arch. exc. 
when indisting, f. adv.) found —what to 
detain him, loses —what (perh. adv.) in the 
telling, loses —what of its force. 15. —L 
when (rare, affected), at ~ time or other. 
16. —'where, in, at, to, ~ place, as lives 
—where near us, sent him —where. Burton 
says —where in the Anatomy, will see him 
—u-here (in hell etc.) first. 17. —'ivhither 
(arch.), to ~ place. [OE, OS, OHG sum, 
ON sumr, Goth, sums] 

-some, -som, suf. forming adjj., OE 
-sum, cogn. w. OS, OHG -sam; joined to 
mi. w. sense ‘adapted to, productive of’, 
as quarrelsome, gladsome (f. obs. glad n.), 
to adjj., as lithesome (also lissom), blithe¬ 
some, fulsome, & to trans. vbs w. sense 
‘ apt to ’, as tiresome, winsome, wearisome, 
gruesome (f. grue in impers. trans. use il 
grues me). Written -om in lissom, buxom, 
etc.; in two, three, four, -some the suf. was 
orig. the pronoun OE sum some; -som in 
ransom is of diff. orig. 

so'mersault, -set1, (su-), n., & v.i. 
1. Spring, bound, in which person turns 
heels over bead (double, treble, —, twice, 
thrice) in the air; turn a —, make such 
spring. 2. v.i. Turn ~. [f. OF sonibre- 
sau(l)t alt. f. sobresault f. L supra above + 
saltus -us leap (salire)] 

II so'merset3 (su-), n. Padded saddle esp. 
for one-legged rider, [f. Lord F. S— (d. 
1855), who used one] 

So'merset House (sd-), n. Building in 
London containing chief place of deposit 
of proved wills, & inland revenue offices, 
& often mentioned allusively in these 
connexions. 

som'Ite, n. Each body-division of a seg¬ 
mented animal, metamere. Hence 
somit'ic a. [f. Gk soma body + -ite1^)] 

somnam'bul|ism, n. Walking or per¬ 
forming other action during sleep; con¬ 

dition of brain inducing this; artificial 
—ism, hypnotism. Hence or cogn. ~ant 

(rare), ~is'tic, aa., ~ate3 v.i. (rare), 
~ist n. [f. L somnus sleep + ambulare 
walk ] 

somni-, comb, form of L somnus sleep, as: 
—f'erous, inducing sleep, narcotic; —I’o- 
quence, —I'oquism, —I'oquy, habit of 
talking in sleep; —I'oquous, —I'oquist, 
(person) given to this; —p'athist, hypnotic 
subject; —p’atliy, hypnotic sleep, 

som'nollent, a. Sleepy, drowsy; induc¬ 
ing drowsiness; (path.) in state between 
sleeping & waking. Hence or cogn. ~- 
ence, ~ency, nn., ~entLY2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF, or f. L somnolentus (somnus sleep, 
-LENT)] 

som'nolism, n. Hypnotic sleep, [f. 
prec. +-ism] 

son (sun), n. 1. Male child of a parent (~ 
& heir, esp. eldest ~); —-in-law, one’s 
daughter’s husband; he is his father’s — 
(like, worthy of, his father). 2. The Son of 
Man, (N.T.) Christ, the Messiah, (O.T.) 
descendant of Adam, esp. as form of 
address in Ezekiel; the —s of men, man¬ 
kind ; the Son (of God), — god 1 the Son. 
3. — of a gun; every mother1^ ~. 4. 
Descendant, as —s of Abraham. 5. (As 
form of address esp. of old man to young 
man, confessor to penitent, etc.) my —. 
6. ~ of the soil, recognizable native of a 
district, worker on the land, dweller in 
the country. 7. Native of a country, as 
Britain’s —s. 8. Person viewed as in¬ 
heriting an occupation, quality, etc., as 
~ of toil, — of Mars (soldier), ~ (= man) of 
belial, ~s of light, darkness, etc.; Sons of 
Liberty, of the (American) Revolidion, etc., 
American patriotic etc. organizations. 
Hence~'less a-.—'SHiRn. [OE, OS, OHG 
sunu, ON sunr, Goth, sunus f. Gmc 
*sunuz] 

s5n'|ant, a. & n. (Sound, letter) accom¬ 
panied by vocal vibration, voiced, not 
surd, (e.g. b, d, g, j, v, z). Hence ~ancy 

n. [f. L sonare sound (sonus, -ant)] 

•sSn'ar, n. = asdic, [sound navigation 
ranging] 

sona'ta (-nah-), n. Composition for one 
instrument (e.g. piano) or two (e.g. piano 
& violin), normally with three or four 
movements (one or more being usu. in 
~ form) contrasted in rhythm & speed 
but related in key; ~ form, type of 
composition in which two themes (‘ sub¬ 
jects ’) are successively set forth, de¬ 
veloped, & restated. [It. (as sonant, see 
-ade)1 

sonati'na (-te-), n. Simple or short form 
of sonata. [It., dim. of prec.] 

song, n. 1. Singing, vocal music, as burst 
forth into —; musical cry of some birds 
(—-birds). 2. Short poem set to music 
or meant to be sung; short poem in 
rhymed stanzas; poetry, verse, as 
renowned in—. 3. (mus.). ~ form, mode of 
composition usu. in three sections, the 
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first & third being nearly the same & 
the second contrasted with the first. 4. 
Bought, sold, it for a ~ or an old ~ (mere 
trifle); nothing to make a ~ about (colloq.), 
of very trifling importance; ,S'~ of 
degrees or ascents (in O.T., Psalms 120- 
134); S~ of S~s, S~ of Solomon, O.T. 
book once attributed to Solomon; — 
-plug 2ging; ~-thrush 1; ~-sparrow, hcdge- 
-sparrow & other birds. Hence ~'less a. 
[OE, OS sang, OHG sang-, ON SQngr, 
Goth, saggws f. Gmc *sangwaz f. pret. 
stem of *singwan sing] 

song'st|er, n. Singer; song-bird; poet. 
Hence ~rESS1 n. [ME; -ster] 

son'ic, a. Of or relating to sound or 
sound-waves (~ bang, loud noise made 
when aircraft crashes the sound barrier; 
~ barrier, excessive resistance offered by 
air to objects moving at speed near that 
of sound), [f. L sonus sound, -IC] 

sonif'erous, a. Conveying or producing 
sound, [f. L sonus sound + -ferous] 

sonn'et, n. Poem of 14 lines (usu. rhyming 
thus; Trig bat cat wig jig hod rat fig; lie 
red sob die bed rob or lie red die bed pie 
wed; or otherwise e.g. as in Shakespeare’s 
~s); ~ sequence, a set of ~s connected in 
theme; (now rare) any short lyric. So 
~EER' (usu. derog.), (n.) composer of ~s, 
(v.i. & t.) compose ~s, celebrate in ~s, 
address ~s to. [F, or f. It. sonctto (suono 
sound2 n., -ET1)] 

so'nny (su-), n. Familiar form of address 
to a boy. [f. SON + -Y3] 

son'obuoy (-boi), n. Buoy for detecting 
submarines, dropped by parachute from 
aircraft and equipped with hydrophone 
and radio for transmitting sounds to 
aircraft and surface vessels, [f. L sonus 
sound 4-buoy1] 

sonom'eter, n. Kinds of instrument for 
testing deaf person’s hearing, measuring 
sounds, etc. [f. L sonus sound + -meter] 

s5nores'c|ent, a. (Of hard rubber etc.) 
emitting sounds corresponding to pulsa¬ 
tions of radiant heat or light. So ~ENCE 

n. [as SONOROUS+-ESCENT] 

sonorif'lc, a. Producing (esp. other than 
vocal) sound, [as foil. + -fic] 

sonoh'ous (or s6n'o-), a. Resonant; loud- 
-sounding; (of speech, style, etc.) high- 
-sounding, imposing; ~ figures (formed in 
layer of sand etc. by sound-vibration); ~ 
rdle (heard in some diseases). Hence or 
cogn. sonor'iTY, ~ness, nn., ~ly2 adv. 
[f. L sonorus (sonor sound) 4- -ous] 

|| son'sy, a. (Sc.). Plump, buxom; of 
cheerful disposition (esp. in phr. ~ lass). 
[ult. f. Gael, sonas good fortune] 

soon, adv. 1. Not long after the present 
time or time in question or after specified 
time, in a short time, as shall ~ know the 
resv.lt, was ~ convinced of his error, 
arrived ~ after four, ~ after the gate was 
closed, least said ~est mended. 2. As (or 
so, esp. after negative, or when causality 
or other close connexion is suggested) 

~ as, the moment that, not later than, 
as early as, as came as (or so) ~ as I heard 
of it, will get there as ~ as they (do), did 
not arrive so (or as) ~ as I expected, drops 
his fine theories so (or as) ~ as they clash 
with his interests, so ~ as (ever) there is 
any talk of paying he cools down. 3. (With 
expressed or implied comparison) will¬ 
ingly, as I would just as ~ stay at home (as 
go), would ~er die than let him (or than 
that he should) find it out, which, would 
you ~es/ do? 4. Early, as what makes you 
come so you spoke too ~; we had no 
~er sat down than (the moment we sat 
down) she burst into tears; no ~er said 
than done, it was done the moment it was 
proposed etc.; the ~er the better-, you will 
repent it ~cr or later (some day). [OE 
sona, OS, OHG sdn(o)) 

soot, n., & v.t. 1. Black substance rising 
in fine flakes in the smoke of wood, coal, 
oil, etc., during combustion & sticking to 
sides of chimney etc., used as fertilizer; 
•-,-cancer, -wart, disease of scrotum in 
sweeps. Hence ~'iLY2 adv., ~'iNESS n., 
—''less, ~'Y2, aa. 2. v.t. Cover with ~. 
[OE, MLG sot, MDu. soet, ON sot] 

II soot'erkin, n. (arch.). Dutch woman’s 
false birth produced by sitting over 
stove; (fig.) abortive scheme, [perh. f. 
prec.; there is app. no similar term in 
Dutch] 

II sooth, n. (arch.). Truth, fact, esp. in 
(good) ~, really, truly. [OE, f. soth adj. 
(= OS soth, ON sannr, sathr), f. *santh-, 
cogn. w. Goth, sunjis true] 

sooth|e (-dh), v.t. Calm (person, nerves, 
passions); soften, mitigate, (pain); flatter, 
humour, (person, his vanity). Hence 
~'er1 (-dh-) n. (in vbl senses, & esp. 
rubber teat for child to suck), ~ 'ingLY 

(-dh-) adv. [OE sothian verify, f. soth adj. 
(prec.)] 

II sooth'fast (-ah-), a. (arch.). Truthful; 
true; loyal, steadfast. [OE sothfeest 
(SOOTH, FAST3], Cf. STEADFAST] 

sooth'sayer, n. One who ^foretells the 
future, diviner. Hence sooth'say v.i. 
[ME; SOOTH + SAY + -ER1] 

sop, n., & v.t. & i. (-pp-). 1. Piece of bread 
etc. dipped in broth etc. (~ in the pan, 
fried bread); milk ; something given 
(to formidable or troublesome animal, 
person, etc., esp. to Cerberus) to pacify, 
bribe. 2. v.t. Soak (bread etc. in broth 
etc.), take up (water etc.) by absorption 
in towel etc., wet thoroughly. 3. v.i. Be 
drenched, as am ~ping ivith rain, clothes 
are ~ping (vbl n. as adv.) wet, whence 
~p'y2 a., || also (colloq.) full of mawkish 
sentiment. [OE sopp, corresp. to MLG 
soppe, OHG sopfa, f. weak grade of 
supan sup] 

soph'ism, n. False argument intended 
to deceive (cf. paralogism). [ME, f. OF 
sophi(s)me f. L f. Gk sophisma (foil.)] 

soph'ist, n. Ancient-Greek paid teacher 
of philosophy & rhetoric; captious or 
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fallacious reasoner, quibbler. Hence or 
cogn. sophis'tic(AL) aa., sophis'ticalLY2 

adv., —ry(4, 5) n. [f. L f. Gk sophistes 
(sophizo instruct f. sophos wise, -1ST)] 

soph'ister, n. (hist.). Student of varying 
seniority at some English & American uni¬ 
versities. [ME, f. OF sophistre as prec.] 

sophis'tic|ate, v.t. & i. Involve (subject) 
in sophistry; mislead (person) thus; 
deprive (person, thing) of simplicity, 
make artificial; (p.p., of person) worldly - 
-wise; tamper with (text etc.) for purposes 
of argument etc.; use sophistry; adulter¬ 
ate (wine etc.). So —a'tion n. [f. OF 
(-quer), ormed. L sophisticate (sopkisticus 
sophistic),_see -ate3] 

•soph'omore, n. Second-year university 
student, [app. f. sophom obs. var. of 
SOPHISM -f-0R] 

Soph'y, n. (hist.). Ruler of Persia in 
10th & 17th cc. [f. Pers. Qafi surname 
of dynasty] 

s8por|if'ic, a. & n. (Drug) tending to 
produce sleep. So —if'erous a. [f. L 
sopor sleep + -I- + -fic; cf. L soporifer] 

sopra'n|o (-rah-), n. (pi. -nos, -ni pr. -ne). 
(Music for) highest female or boy’s voice, 
treble (often attrib.); (also —1ST n.) singer 
with this. [It. (sopra above f. L supra)] 

sor'a, n. Bird frequenting marshes of 
Carolina etc. in autumn & used as food, 
[native ] 

sorb, n. Service-tree; (also ~-apple) its 
fruit. Hence~'ate3(3) n.,~'ic a., (chem.). 
[f. F sorbe, or L sorbus service-tree] 

s<5rbefa'cient (-shut), a. & n. (med.). 
(Drug etc.) causing absorption, [f. L 
sorbere suck in -f- -facient ] 

sorb'et, n. Flavoured water-ice; = sher¬ 
bet. [F, as SHERBET] 

SorbSnne', n. Theological faculty in 
University of Paris having great influence 
in 16th & 17th cc. (hist.); the seat of the 
Academie of Paris & of the faculties of 
science & literature. [F, f. R. de Sorbon, 
founder about 1250] 

sor'cer|er, n. User of magic arts, wizard, 
enchanter (often fig.). So—ess1, sot'cery 

(4, 5), nn. [f. obs. sorcer f. OF sorcier f. 
Rom. *sortiarius caster of lots (sors -rtis 
lot, see -aryOp-er1] 

sordamgn'tg, adv. (mus.). In a muffled 
manner. [It. ] 

sdrd'id, a. Mean, niggardly; ignoble, 
base; (bot., zool., of colours) impure, 
muddy, as — blue; dirty, squalid. Hence 
—1Y2 adv., —ness n. [f. F sordide or L 
sordidus (sordere be dirty, sordes filth, see 
-ID1)] 

sord'ine (-en), n. (mus.). Mute for bowed 
or wind instruments; damper of piano 
string, [f. It. sordino f. L as SURD] 

sore, a., n., & adv. 1. (Of parts of body, 
person) morbidly tender, as has a — 
arm, is foot1—, (clergyman’s) — throat, 

touched him on a — place (often fig.), a 

sight for — eyes (welcome, pleasant), like 
a bear with a — head (grumpy); irritated. 

aggrieved, touchy, as is very — about his 
defeat; arousing painful feelings, irri¬ 
tating, esp. a — subject; (arch., poet.) 
distressing, grievous, severe, as in — 
distress, a — struggle, affliction — long lime 
he bore, whence —'ly2 (-rl-) adv. 2. n. — 
place on body e.g. where skin or flesh 
is bruised or inflamed; (fig.) — subject, 
painful memory, esp. re-open old — s; 
bed1—; eye1—. 3. adv. Grievously, 
severely, as — oppressed, bested, afflicted. 
Hence—'ness (-rn-) n. [(n. & adv. f. adj.) 
OE sdr painful, OS, OHG ser, ON sdrr 
(Goth, sair n.), f. Gmc *sairaz] 

sorel. See sorrel2. 
sdr'ghum (-gum), n. Kinds of tropical 

cereal grasses including millet, [mod. L, 

f. It. sorgo] 
sdr'icine, a. Of, related to, the shrew- 

-mouse. [f. L soricinus (sorex -icis shrew- 

-mouse, -ine1)] 

sorit'es (-z), n. Chain-syllogism (e.g. a cat 
is a quadruped, quadruped is an animal, 
animal is a substance; therefore a cat 
is a substance); form of sophism leading 
by gradual stops from truth to absurdity 
& based on the absence of precise, esp. 
numerical, limits to terms (e.g. a man 
with only 1 hair is bald, therefore a man 
with 2, 3, 4, . . . 10,000, hairs is bald). So 
Sorit'lCAL a. [L f. Gk sorites lit. heaper 
(soros heap, see -ite1)] 

|| sorn, v.i. (Sc.). Obtrude oneself on (per¬ 
son) for bed & board. Hence —'er1 n. 

[f. obs. Ir. sorthan free quarters] 
sorop'timist, n. Member of an inter¬ 
national association of women’s clubs, 
[app. f. L soror sister + optimist] 

soro'rity, n. Devotional sisterhood; 
♦women’s society in college or university, 
[f. med. L sororitas (L soror sister), after 
fraternity] 

sords'is, n. (bot.). Fleshy compound 
fruit, e.g. pineapple, mulberry, [mod. L 
f. Gk soros sortjs + -osis ] 

II sfi'rra, adv. (Ir., si.). Not, never, (— a 
one, a bit, etc., = the devil a). [= sorrow] 

so'rrel1, n. Kinds of acid-leaved herb 
allied with dock. [ME, f. OF surele, sorele 
f. sur f. WG *sur SOUR] 

sb'rrel2, a. & n. (Of) reddish-brown 
colour; — animal esp. horse; (also sorel) 
buck of third year. [ME, f. OF sorel f. 
sore (mod. saur) f. WG *saur dry, 
yellowish; see -le(2)] 

so'rrow (-6), n., & v.i. 1. Grief, sadness, 
caused by loss of good or occurrence of 
evil, whence —ful (-rof-) a., —fulLY2 adv., 
—fulNESS n.; occasion of this, misfortune, 
trouble, as has had many —s, much —; the 
Man of S—s, Christ; —stricken (with —); 
lamentation, as his — was loud & long. 
2. v.i. Grieve, feel —, (at, over, for, mis¬ 
fortune etc., for, i.e. on behalf of, person 
etc.), mourn (after, for, lost person or 
thing), whence —er1 (-oer) n., —ing2 

(-rol-) a. [OE sorh, sorg, OS, OHG sorga, 
ON sorg, Goth, saurga] 
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so'rry, a. Feeling regret, regretful, as 
will be ~ for this some day, felt ~ for him 
(on his account), ~ for oneself (colloq. = 
depressed), am ~ for (regret) that, am so 
~ (that) you must go, am ~ to hear it, (as 
informal apology for trifling offence) ~ /; 
(literary) wretched, paltry, shabby, of 
poor quality, as a ~ fellow, in a ~ plight, 
in~ clothes, a~ excuse, whence so'rrli.Y2 
adv., so'rriNESS n. [OE sarig (sore, -y2)] 

sort1, n. 1. Group of things etc. with 
common attributes, class, kind, species, 
as biscuits of several ~s, a new ~ of 
bicycle, people of every ~ & kind-, of ~s, 
(in inventories etc.) unassorted, mixed. 
2. (In foil, uses = kind l) nothing of the ~, 
coffee of a ~, what ~ of tree?, (colloq.) 
these ~ of men, a ~ of stockbroker etc., I ~ 
of expected it; a ~ of war etc., a war etc. 
of a ~ or colloq. of ~s, not fully deserving 
the name; (colloq.) an awfully good ~ 
(of person), that’s your ~ (the way to do 
it). 3. (arch.). Manner, way, as in seemly, 
courteous, etc., ~; after or in a ~ ( = 
fashion) ; in some ~ (literary), to a certain 
extent. 4. (print.). Any letter or piece in 
fount of type, as copy is hard (or runs) on 
~s (requires many of some ~s). 5. Out 
of ~s, out of health, spirits, or temper, 
(print.) short of ~s. [ME, f. OF sorte f. 
Rom. *sorta alt. f. L sors sort- lot] 

s<5rt2, v.t. & i. 1. Separate into sorts 
(often over, out); select (things of one sort) 
from miscellaneous group, as ~e<Z out 
those of the largest size. 2. (arch.). Corre¬ 
spond or agree with (his actions ~ ill, well, 
with his professions). Hence ~'ablf. a., 
~'er1 n. [ME, f. OF sortir, L sortire, & 
prec. ] 

sort'es (-z), n. pl.~ Virgilidn'ae, Blb'licae 
or Sac'rac, Hom&’rieae, divination by 
chance selection of passages from Virgil, 
the Bible, or Homer. [L, pi. as sort1] 

sort'ie (-te), n. 1. Sally esp. of beleaguered 
garrison. 2. Operational flight by one 
aircraft. [F, f. sortir go out] 

sdbt'ilege, n. Divination by lots. [ME, f. 
OF sortilege or med. L sortilegium f. L 
sortilegus a. (as SORT1 + legere choose) ] 

sohti'tion, n. Casting of lots. [f. L 
sortitio (sortiri cast lots)] 

sor'us, n. (bot.; pi. sor’i). Heap, cluster, 
esp. of spore-cases on back of fern-frond, 
[f. Gk soros heap ] 

-sory, suf., a spec, form of -ory in aa. or 

Tin, f. L vbs that form p.p. in -s-, as 

accessory (cedere cess-), promissory (mitlere 
miss-). 
SOS (Ss'obs'), n. Radio code-signal 
of extreme distress; broadcast appeal to 
(otherwise untraceable) person (to visit 
dying relative etc.); (transf.) any despair¬ 
ing cry or action. [Morse -www] 

so-so, pred. a.&adv. Notverygood. [so] 
sdstenu'to (-noo-), adv. (mus.). In sus¬ 
tained or prolonged manner. [It.] 

sot, n., & v.i. (-tt-). 1. Confirmed drunk¬ 
ard, person stupefied by habitual 

drunkenness. 2. v.i. Tipple. Hence 
^t'lSH1 a., ~t'ishLY2 adv., ~t'ishNESS n. 
[f. OF sol, sole fool(ish), of unkn. orig. J 

Soth'eby’s (sudhe-), n. A sale-room in 
London for books, MSS., etc. 

Soth'ic, a. Of the dog-star, esp. ~ year 
(Egyptian, fixed by heliacal rising of 
dog-star), ~ cycle (of 1460 ~ or 14G1 solar 
years), [f. Gk Sothis f. Egypt, name of 
dog-star 1 

siitt'o vo'ce (-chC), adv. In an under¬ 
tone, aside. [It. sotto under +voce voice] 

sow (sob), n. (pi. -s pr. -z). (Hist.) French 
coin of various values; (loosely) five- 
-centime piece; (colloq.) hasn't a ~ (a 
farthing, any money). [F, f. L as solidus] 

soubrette (sbobrCt'), n. Maid-servant or 
similar character (esp. w. implication 
of pertness, coquetry, intrigue, etc.) in 
comedy. [F ] 

sou'cSk (sow-), sow'k^k, n. Hindu 
banker or money-lender. [Hind, sdhukar 
great merchant] 

sou'chong (sobsli-), n. Kind of black tea 
made from youngest leaves. [F, f. Chin. 
siao small + chung sort] 

Soudanese' (soo-; -ez). = Sudanese. 
souffle (sdo'fl), n. (med.). Low murmur 
heard in auscultation of various organs 
etc. [F, f. souffler blow f. L suf (flare 
blow) ] 

souffle (soofTa), a. & n. 1. Made light & 
frothy, as omelet ~. 2. n. Such dish, usu. 
made with beaten whites of eggs. [F, 
p.p. as prec.] 

sough (suf, sow, Sc. soby), n., & v.i. (Make) 
moaning, whistling, or rushing sound as 
of wind in trees etc. [OE swogan, OS 
swogan, move with a rushing sound] 

sought. See seek. 
soul (sol), n. 1. The immaterial part of 
man, as immortality of the ~, commend 
one’s~ to God (of person at point of death), 
’pon my ~ (asseveration). 2. Moral & 
emotional part of man, as his whole ~ 
revolted from it, cure 1 of ~s, has a ~ above 
sherry & bitters. 3. Intellectual part of 
man, vital principle & mental powers of 
animals including man, as keep body1 & 
— together, cannot call his ~ his own (is 
dominated by another). 4. Animating 
or essential part, person viewed as this, 
as he was the (life &) ~ of the enterprise, 
of the party. 5. Person viewed as em¬ 
bodying moral or intellectual qualities, 
as the greatest ~s of antiquity, left that to 
meaner ~s. 6. (Often without a) emotional 
or intellectual energy e.g. as revealed in 
work of art, as the fellow has no ~, his 
pictures lack ~. 7. (Of persons) personifi¬ 
cation or pattern of (is the ~ of honour, 
is incapable of dishonourable conduct). 
8. Departed spirit, as all S~s’ Day; dis¬ 
embodied spirit. 9. Person, as not a ~ to 
speak to for miles round, ship went down 
with 200 ; (expr. familiarity, patronage, 
pity, contempt, etc.) my good~, there’s a 

good ~, the poor little ~ had lost her way, 



soulful 
a simple —. 10. (In comb.) —-destroying, 
-stirring, -subduing, etc. Hence (-)—ed2 
(sold), —'less (sol-1-), aa., —'lessLY2 adv., 
—'lessNESS n. [OE sawol = Goth, sai- 
wala; cf. OS seola, OHG se(u)la, ON 
sdla] 

soul'ful (sol-), a. Having, expressing, 
appealing to, the (esp. higher) emotional 
or intellectual qualities (occas. derog.). 
Hence ~ly 2 adv., —ness n. [-pul] 

sound1, a. & adv. 1. Healthy, not 
diseased nor injured nor rotten, as a — 
body, — mind, — in life <£■ limb, — fruit, 
timbers, ship-, correct, logical, well- 
-founded, judicious, as — doctrine, theo¬ 
logian, argument, views, policy, is he — 
on free trade?-, (commerc., of company 
etc.) solvent; thorough, unqualified, as a 
— sleepier), flogging. 2. adv. —ly, as ~ 
(fast) asleep, will sleep the~er for it. Hence 
—'ly2 adv., —'ness n. [ME sund, repr. 
OE (= G) gesund; cf. MDu. ghesont, 
MLG (ge)sunt] 

sound2, n., & v.i. & t. 1. The sensation 
produced through the ear, what is or 
may be heard; vibrations causing this 
sensation; musical — (produced by con¬ 
tinuous & regular vibrations, opp. to 
noise); any of a series of articulate 
utterances, as vowel, consonant, —s; 
mere words (~ & fury)-, (fig.) mental 
impression produced by oral or other 
statement etc., as will have a queer —, 
don’t like the — of it. 2. ~-board, — ~ing- 
-board; —>-bow, thick edge of bell against 
which tongue strikes; —-film, cinema 
film with audible dialogue, songs, etc. 
recorded on —-track; ~-hole, -post, hole in 
belly, small prop between belly & back, 
of some stringed instruments; —proof2; 

—-track, on side of cinema film recording 
~; —-wave (of condensation & rarefaction, 
by which ~ is propagated in elastic 
medium e.g. air). 3. vb. Give forth ~, as 
the trumpets —; (w. ref. to impression 
created, often fig.) ~s to me like something 
cracking, —s as if a tap ivere running, —s 
as if he wanted to back out of it, unit — very 
strange to say you hadn’t time, that (excuse 
etc.) ~s very hollow, that (report, explana¬ 
tion) —s all right (promising, plausible, 
etc.); (part.) having more — than sense 
or truth, as —mp rhetoric, promises, im¬ 
posing, as ~ing titles; make (trumpet etc.) 
— ; utter, as ~ a note of alarm; pronounce 
(the h in hour is not —ed); give notice of 
(an alarm, the retreat, etc.) with bell etc.; 
cause to resound, make known, as ~ his 
praises far & wide; test (railway--carriage 
wheel etc., lungs etc.) by noting — pro¬ 
duced by hammer, by auscultation. 4. 
~ing-board, canopy over pulpit etc. 
serving to direct ~ towards audience, 
thin plate of wood in musical instrument 
increasing —. Hence —'less a. [ME; (n.) 
AF soun f. OF son f. L sonus, for -d cf. 
lend, round5, hind2; (vb) f. OF soner f. L 
sonare] 

source 

sound3, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Test the depth 
of (sea, channel, pond, etc., or abs.) & the 
quality of its bottom with ~ing-line or 
-apparatus or -machine (often furnished 
with cup etc. for bringing up sample); 
find depth of water in (ship’s hold) with 
~ing-rod; get records of temperature, 
humidity, pressure, etc. from (upper 
atmosphere) with —mp-balloon-, (med.) 
examine (bladder etc.) with probe; (of 
fish, esp. whale) dive to the bottom; 
inquire esp. in cautious or reserved 
manner into the sentiments or inclination 
of (person about, on, as to). 2. n. Surgeon’s 
probe. [ME, f. OF sonder f. Rom. 
*subundare, f. sub- sub- +unda wave] 

sound4, n. 1. Narrow passage of water 
connecting two seas or sea with lake etc., 
strait. 2. Fish’s air-bladder; cuttle-fish, 
[partly OE sund, partly f. ON sund 
swimming, sea, strait, f. stem of swim] 

sound'er1, n. || (Arch.) herd of wild 
swine; (pseudo-arch.) young wild boar. 
[ME, f. OF sundre f. Gmc, cf. OE sunor, 

£ OHG swaner, ON sonar] 
sound'er2, n. In vbl senses of sound2, 

esp. telegraphic receiving instrument for 
reading message by sound. [-ER1] 

sound'er3, n. In vbl senses of sound3; 

echo-~, apparatus for sounding by 
measuring time-interval between trans¬ 
mission of a note & receipt of its echo 
from the sea-bed; flying —, sounding- 
-apparatus that can be used without 
reducing ship’s speed. [-ER1] 

sound'ing, n. In vbl senses of sound3, 

also (pi.) place near enough to shore to 
admit of ~, as be in, come into, —s, [-ing 1 ] 

soup (soop), n. Liquid food made of stock 
& other ingredients (in the —, si., in 
difficulties); II (legal si.) prosecution brief 
given to junior barrister at Quarter 
Sessions etc.; ~-kitchen, public estab¬ 
lishment for supplying — gratis to the 
poor; —-ticket (entitling holder to ~ at 
—-kitchen); — maigre (-ger), thin — 
chiefly of vegetables; — -plate, deep kind 
for ~; pea —. Hence ~'y2 a. [f. F soupe 
sop, broth, f. LL suppa; rel. to OE sopp 
(sop) not clear] 

soupgon (see Ap.), n. Very small quantity, 
dash, (of flavouring, quality, etc.). [F ] 

sour (sowr), a., & v.i. & t. 1. Of acid taste, 
esp. as result of unripeness, as ~ apples, 
~ grapes, or of fermentation, as ~ milk, 
bread-, (of smell) suggestive of fermenta¬ 
tion ; (of soil) dank; (of person or temper) 
harsh, peevish, morose; ~ dock, common 
sorrel; ~'puss (si.), '—-tempered person. 
2. vb. Make, become, ~ (esp. fig.), as ~ed 
by misfortune. Hence —'ish1 a., ~'ly2 
adv., —'ness n. [OE sur, OS, OHG sur, 
ON surr] 

source (sors), n. Spring, fountain-head, 
from which stream issues, as the —s of 
the Nile; origin, place from which thing 
comes or is got, as the — of all our woes, 
reliable — of information, drawn from all 
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~s; —book [transl. of G quellenbuch], 
book or collection of original documents 
serving as material for the historical 
study of a subject. [ME, f. OF sors, 
sourse, p.p. as n. of sourdre rise f. L 
surge re} 

sourdine (soorden'), n. Harmonium stop 
producing soft effect; = sordine. [F, cf. 
SORDINE] 

•sourdough (sowr'do), n. One who has 
spent one or more winters in Alaska; 
old-timer, [dial., = leaven; sour + 
DOUGH] 

sour-sop (sowr-), n. A W.-Ind. fruit & 
tree, [sour-I-sop] 

souse1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Pickle made 
with salt; food in pickle, esp. head, 
feet, & ears, of swine; dip, plunge, 
drenching, in water. 2. vb. Put in pickle, 
as mackerel; plunge (t. & i., into 
liquid), soak (thing in liquid), throw 
(liquid over thing); (p.p.) drunk (si.). 
[ME; vb f. n., OF souz pickle f. WG 
*sulija( = OS sultia, OHG sulza), cogn. w. 
SALT] 

souse2, adv. With swift descent, head¬ 
long, as came ~ into our midst, [f. obs. 
souse swoop, alt. f. obs. source (in hawk¬ 
ing)] 

soutache (soo'tahsh), n. Ornamental 
braid for sewing on fabric in designs. 
[F, f. Magyar sujtds] 

soutane (sbbtakn'), n. (R.-C. Ch.). Priest’s 
cassock. [F] 

souteneur (sobtendr'), n. Man cohabiting 
with & living on the earnings of a prosti¬ 
tute. [F, = protector] 

II sout'er (sob-), n. (Sc. & north.). Shoe¬ 
maker, cobbler. [OE sulere f. L sutor 
(suere, sul- sew)] 

south, adv., n., a., (abbr. S.), & v.i. 
1. (Towards, at, near) point of horizon 
directly opposite to north; point of com¬ 
pass opposite north; DUE1 ~ ; ~ by 1 east 
or west; ~ of, farther ~ than; ~-easl, ~- 
-~-tvest, etc., advv., aa., & nn., point's 

of the compass, corresponding regions, 
(with uses & derivatives corresp. to those 
of ~, e.g. -easterly); || southern 
part of England, Scotland, Wales, Ire¬ 
land, or Europe; the Southern state's; 

~ (wind), wind from the ~. 2. adj. 
Situated or dwelling in, looking towards, 
the ~; <S'~ Downs (of Hampshire & 
Sussex); ~'dotvn a. & n., (sheep) of a 
breed originating on S~ Downs esteemed 
for their flesh; ,S’~ Kensington, (used for) 
the museums of S~ Kensington or the 
atmosphere of culture & art & instruction 
associated w. them; ~'pata a. & n. (si.), 
left-handed (person), esp. in sport; 
Sea (hist.), the Pacific; <Sf~ Sea Bubble, 
scheme for trading in Spanish America, 
which collapsed in 1720. 3. v.i. Move 
towards ~, (of moon etc.) cross the meri¬ 
dian of a place. Hence ~'ward a. & n., 
~'ward(s) adv. [OE sutli, OS sulk, OHG 
sund-, ON siithr] 

southeaster, south'er, nn. Wind from 
SE, from S. [-ER1 ] 

southerly (sudh-), a. & adv. Towards 
the south; (of wind) blowing from the 
south, [f. SOUTH, as EASTERLY] 

southern (sudh-), a. & n. 1. Of, in, the 
south; S~ HEMISPHERE, CROSS1, CONFEDER¬ 

ACY, states ; looking south, as a ~ aspect; 
(of wind, rare) = prec. 2. n. Inhabitant of 
the south, esp. of the S~ States, whence 
~ER1 n.; ~wood, kind of wormwood with 
scented leaves. IIence~MOSTa. [OE;-ern] 

south'ing, n. In vbl senses, also (naut.) 
difference of latitude made in sailing 
south. [-ING 1 ] 

southron (sudh-), a. & n. (arch. Sc.). 
English, Englishman, (usu. derog.). [var. 
Of SOUTHERN] 

southwes'ter, n. (Also sou’wis'ter) wind 
from SW.; (usu. sou’w&s'ter) waterproof 
hat with broad brim behind to protect 
neck. [-ER1] 

souvenir (sbov'ener), n. Thing given, 
kept, etc., to recall the past, memento (of 
occasion, place, etc.). [F, f. vb = remem¬ 
ber, f. L sub (venire come) occur to the 
mind] 

sov'ereign (-vrin), a. & n. 1. Supreme, as 
~ power, the ~ good (= summum bonum); 
lofty, as with ~ contempt; possessing ~ 
power, as ~ States, royal, as our ~ lord, 
whence ~ty (-vrin-) n.; very good, esp. 
a ~ remedy; hence ~ly2 adv. (arch.). 
2. n. Supreme ruler, esp. monarch; 
II (colloq. abbr. sov) British gold coin (now 
hardly in use) wortli nominally Ml. [(n. f. 
adj.) f. OF soverain f. Rom. *super- 
(anus -an) ; -g- by assoc, w. reign ] 

sdv'iet, S-, n. Any of the councils elected 
by the workers & soldiers of a district 
in revolutionary Russia, or of a smaller 
number elected by these, or the all- 
- Russian congress of delegates from these 
latter; Union of S~ Socialist Republics 
(abbr. U.S.S.R.), the revolutionary 
government of Russia; the ,S'~, Russia; 
(attrib., usu S~) Russian. [Russ.] 

sow1 (so), v.t. (~ed, or ~ed). Scatter 
(seed, or abs.) on or in the earth for 
purpose of growth; (fig.) ~ (the seeds 
of) dissension etc., must reap what you 
have ~n, ~ the wind (see whirl); plant 
(field etc. ivith seed) by ~ing; (fig.) cover 
thickly ivith. Hence ~'er'(1, 2), -~'ing', 
nn. [OE sdwan, OS saian, OHG sajan, 
ON sd, Goth, saian i. Gmc *see-, cf. seed] 

sow2, n. 1. Adult female hog; get the 
wrong ~ by the ear, fix on wrong person or 
thing, reach wrong conclusion; as drunk 
asa~ (completely). 2. (Also ~-(nip) wood- 
-louse. 3. Main trough through which 
molten iron runs into side-channels to 
form pigs, large block of iron that solidi¬ 
fies in this. 4. ~’back, low ridge of sand 
etc.; ~'bread, kind of cyclamen; ~4 
thistle, plant with small yellow flowers 
& milky juice. [OE sugu, MDu., MLG 
soge, rel. to OHG su, ON sfir, L sus] 



soy 

soy, n. Kind of sauce made in Japan & 
China from the soya bean. [f. Jap. 
shoyu] 

soy'a, (now rarely) soy, bean, n. (Seed 
of) a leguminous plant of south-eastern 
Asia, yielding an edible oil (~ oil) & soya 
meal or flour used for cattle & human 
food, [prec.] 

soz'zled (-Id), a. (si.). Very drunk, [p.p. 
of sozzlc dial., to mix sloppily (prob. imit.) ] 

spa (-ah, -aw), n. (Place where there is a) 
mineral spring. [Spa, place in Belgium] 

space1, n. 1. Continuous extension viewed 
with or without reference to the existence 
of objects within it. 2. Interval between 
points or objects viewed as having one, 
two, or three dimensions, as separated by 
a~ of 10 ft, clear a ~ (area), box occupies 
too much ~, would take up too much ~ (on 
paper) to go into detail; large region (the 
wideopen~s). 3. (print.). Blank between 
words etc., type securing this. 4. Interval 
of time, as in the~ of an hour, after a short 
~, let us rest a ~. 5. ~-bar, bar in type¬ 
writer for making ~ between words; 
~ craft (for travelling through inter¬ 
planetary ~ beyond the earth’s atmo¬ 
sphere) ; ~ fiction, fanciful fiction about 
travel through ~; ~ flight, flying; ~ 
helmet, suit, worn by man (traveller in 
outer ~); ~ ship, = ~ craft; —time 
(philos.), a fusion of the concepts of ~ & 
time, regarded as a continuum in which 
the existent exists; ~ traveller), travelling; 
~ vehicle, = ~ craft; ~-writer, -writing 
(in newspaper, paid according to area 
occupied). Hence ~’LESS (-si-) a. [ME, f. 
OF espace f. L spatium] 

space2, v.t. & i. Set at intervals, put 
spaces between, (esp. words, letters, lines, 
in printing); make a space between words 
on typewriter etc., as don’t forget to ~, 
whence spa'cER'(2) n.; ~ out (print.), put 
more or wider spaces between. Hence 
spa'ciNO^l) n. [f. prec.] 

spa'cious (-shws), a. Enclosing a large 
space, roomy. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness 
n. [ME, f. L spatiosus (as space1, see 
-OPS) ] 

spade1, n., & v. t. 1. Tool for digging & cut¬ 
ting ground, turf, etc., with sharp-edged 
iron blade & wooden handle used with 
both hands; call a ~ a ~, call things by 
tiieir names, speak plainly or bluntly; 
tool of similar shape for various purposes, 
e.g. for removing blubber from whale; 
~ bayonet (with broad blade, used as both 
~ & weapon); ~ husbandry (with deep ~- 
-digging instead of subsoil-ploughing). 
2. <•—work, (fig.) hard preparatory work. 
3. v.t. Dig over (ground), cut blubber 
from (whale), with ~. Hence ~'ful 
(-dfdbl) n. [OE spadu, spada, = OFris. 
spada, OS spado, rel. to Gk spathe blade, 
whence L spatha] 

spade2, n. (Playing-card with) black 
figure(s) shaped like heart with small 
handle; (pi.) suit of these cards; ~ 

spandrel 

guinea (of George III with shield shaped 
like ~ on cards), [f. It. spade pi. of 
spada sword f. L spatha, as prec.] 

Ii spadg'er, n. (si.). Fanciful alt. of spar- 

row. 
spadille', n. Ace of spades in ombre 

& quadrille. [F, f. Sp. cspadilla dim. of 
espada sword, see spade2] 

spad'lix, n. (bot.; pi. ~ices pr. -is'ez). 
Spike of flowers closely arranged round 
fleshy axis & usu. enclosed in a spathe. 
Hence or cogn. —I'ceous (-lslius),~icosE1, 
aa. [L f. Gk, = palm-branch] 

spad'o, n. (law). Person incapable of pro¬ 
creation. [L, f. Gk spaddn eunuch ] 

II spae (spa), v.i. & t. (Sc.). Foretell, 
prophesy; ~'wife, female fortune-teller, 
[f. ON spd] 

spaghctt't(-g&-),n. Kind of macaroni. [It.] 
spaiii, -ee (spah'he), n. (hist.). Member 

of 14th-c. Turkish irregular cavalry; 
member of native Algerian cavalry in 
French service, [f. Turk. f. Hind, sipahi 
SEPOY] 

spake. See speak. 
spall (-awl), v.t. & i., & n. Splinter, chip; 
(mining) prepare (ore) for sorting by 
breaking it up. Hence spal'dER1 (-awl-) 
n. [also spale (both loth c.), ofunkn. orig.; 
cf. EG spallern, G spellen to split] 

II spalpeen', n. (Ir.). Mean fellow, rascal, 
spam, n. Tinned foodstuff imported from 

U.S. [P; f. spiced ham] 
Span1, v.t. & i. (-nn-). (Of bridge, arch, 
etc., fig. of memory etc.) stretch from 
side to side of, extend across, (river etc., 
fig. period etc.), (of builder etc.) bridge 
(river etc.); measure, cover, the extent of 
(thing) with one’s grasp etc.; (naut.) 
confine (booms etc.) with ropes; move in 
distinct stretches like span-worm. [ME, 
f. MDu. or MLG spannen, = OE, OHG 
spannan; see foil. ] 

span2, n. 1. Full extent from end to end, 
as ~ of a bridge, of an arch, our brief ~ (of 
life),thewhole~ofRomanhislory. 2. Each 
part of a bridge etc. between piers or 
supports. 3. Greenhouse or similar struc¬ 
ture with ~ roof. 4. Maximum distance 
between tips of thumb & little finger, esp. 
as a measure = 9 in. 5. Short distance, 
as our life is but a ~. 6. (naut.). Rope 
fastened by both ends to take a purchase 
in the loop, double rope connected with 
thimbles. 7. Pair of horses or mules, yoke 
of oxen. 8. —dogs, pair of iron bars with 
claws for grappling timber; ~ roof (with 
two inclined sides, opp. to pent-roof or 
lean-to); —worm, larva of geometer. 
[OE span(n), MDu. sparine, OHG spanna, 
ON spann- rel. to OE spannan (prec.); 
in ME prob. reinforced by OF espan; 
senses 6 & 7 f. (M)Du., (M)LG span] 

span'drel, n. Space between shoulder of 
arch & surrounding rectangular moulding 
or framework, or between shoulders of 
adjoining arches & moulding above; ~ 
wall (built on curve of arch, filling in ~). 

1226 



spangle 1227 

[app. a dim, of AF spaundre, -dere, perh. 
identical w. (e)spaundrc expand] 

spangl|e (sp&ng'gl), n., & v.t. 1. Small 
piece of glittering material esp. one of 
many as ornament of dress etc.; any 
small sparkling object; (also oak—e) 
spongy excrescence on oak-leaves, oak- 
-apple. 2. v.t. Cover with ~es (esp. in 
p.p.; star1—ed). Hence ~y2 a. [ME, f. 
spang, f. MDu. spange, +-LE] 

Span'iard (-yard), n. Native of Spain. 
[L OF Kspaignart (Espaigne Spain, -Aim)] 

span'iel (-yel), n. Kinds of dog with long 
silky coat, drooping ears, & docile & 
affectionate disposition, some used by 
sportsmen & some kept as pets (King 
Charles’s ~, small black-&-tan kind); 
(fig.) fawning or cringing person. [ME, f. 
OF espaignol, -eul Spanish (dog) f. Rom. 
*hispaniolus f. hispania Spain] 

Span'ish, a. & n. 1. Of Spain or the 
Spaniards or their language; ~ (= In¬ 
vincible) armada ; ~ black, brown, red, 
white, pigments; ~ chestnut ; ~ fly, 
bright green insect dried & used for 
raising blisters, as aphrodisiac, etc.; ~ 
fowl, breed of domestic fowl with glossy 
greenish-black plumage; ~ grass, espar¬ 
to ; ~ main (hist.), NE coast of S. America, 
between Orinoco river & Panama, & ad¬ 
joining part of Caribbean sea; ~ wind¬ 
lass, use of stick as lever for tightening 
cord or bandage. 2. n. ~ language. [ME 
Spainisc (Spain, see -ish1)] 

spank, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Slap on buttocks 
with open hand or slipper etc., whence 

[-ING1] n.; urge forward esp. 
by slapping or whipping; (of horse etc.) 
move briskly esp. at a step between trot 
& gallop. 2. n. Slap, blow with open 
hand etc., on buttocks, [imit. ] 

spank'er, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
fast-going horse; (colloq.) person or thing 
of notable size or quality, stunner, whop¬ 
per; (naut.) fore-&-aft sail set on after 
side of mizzenmast. [-ER1] 

spanking1. See spank. 

spank'ing2, a. Sc adv. In vbl senses; also: 
(colloq.) striking, notable, excellent, as 
had a ~ time, a~ (strong) breeze, (adv.) 
a ~ fine woman. [-ING2, cf. whacking, 
thumping, whopping ] 

span'less, a. (poet.). Beyond measure. 
[-LESS] 

spann'er, n. Instrument for turning nut 
on screw etc. (throw a ~ into the works, 
fig., introduce an upsetting element or 
influence); cross-brace of bridge etc.; 
connecting-rod in parallel motion of 
engine; = SPAN2-won?i. [f. C spanner, 
f. spannen draw tight (see span2)] 

sp^b1, n., & v.t. (-rr-). 1. Stout pole esp. 
such as is used for mast, yard, etc., of 
6hip; ~-burnt (made of a ~ with one end 
moored so that other stands up); ~-deck, 
upper deck extending from bow to stern, 
including quarterdeck and forecastle. 
2. v.t. Furnish with help (ship) over 

spark 
shallow bar with ~s. [ME sparre, sperre, 
f. MDu., MLG sparre, MDu. sperre, 
— OS, OHG sparro, ON sparri, sperra; 
poss. also f. OF esparre, f. Gmc] 

spfib2, n. Kinds of crystalline mineral, 
easily cleavable & non-lnstrous, as cal¬ 
careous ~, calcite, Derbyshire (= fluor) 

~, Iceland ~, transparent calcite much 
used for optical purposes, [f. MLG spar, 
cogn. w. OE spse.ren gypsum) 

spSh3, v.i. (-rr-), & n. 1. Make motions of 
attack & defence with closed fists, use 
the hands (as) in boxing, (often at oppo¬ 
nent; ~ring partner, boxer employed to 
practise with another in training for a 
fight); (fig.) bandy words, as they are 
always ~ring (at each other); (of cocks) 
fight esp. with protected spurs. 2. n. ~- 
ring motion, boxing-match, cock-fight. 
[ME, f. OE sperran, of unkn. orig.] 

spa'rable, n. Headless nail for soles & 
heels of boots, [reduced f. sparrow-bill] 

spare1, a. & n. 1. Scanty, frugal, as ~ 
diet, lean, thin, as man of ~ frame, whence 
~'ly2 (-rl-) adv., ~'ness (-rn-) n.; 
upper part of row of ribs of pork with 
small amount of meat adhering; that can 
be spared, not required for ordinary use, 
as how to use your ~ time, have no ~ cash; 
reserved for emergency or extraordinary 
use, as always take a ~ cap, ~ room (bed¬ 
room for visitor). 2. n. ~ part for substi¬ 
tution in machine. [ME, corresp. to OE 
speer, OHG spar, MDu. spaer sparing, f. 
*spar (foil.); n. f. adj. & vb] 

spare2, v.t. & i. Be frugal or grudging of, 
as ~ the rod & spoil the child, must not 
~ expense, whence spar'ingLY'2 adv., 
spar'ingNESS n.; dispense with, do with¬ 
out, as cannot ~ him just now, ~ me a 
pound, could have the explanation; 
II (arch.) forbear (to do); abstain from 
inflicting (with double object), as ~ me 
these protestations', abstain from killing, 
hurting, wounding, etc., as ~ (do not kill) 
me, ~ my life, ~ his feelings, (loosely) ~ 
(do not provoke) his blushes; be frugal. 
[OE sparian, OS, OHG sparon, ON spara 
f. Gmc ‘spar- (prec.)] 

sp&r'ger, n. Sprinkling-apparatus, esp. 
in brewing, [f. sparge to sprinkle (L 
spargere) +-ER1] 

spiTrk ’, n. 1. Fiery particle thrown off 
from burning substance, or still visibly 
alight in ashes, or struck out by impact 
from flint etc. (as the fly upward, with 
the certainty of a law of nature). 2. Small 
bright object or point e.g. in gem. 3. (fig.). 
Brilliant emanation of wit etc., esp. strike 
~s out of person, provoke him to lively 
or original conversation. 4. (Usu. neg. or 
quasi-neg.) particle of fire or (fig.) of a 
quality etc., as not a ~ of life remained, 
if you hud a ~ of generosity in you. 
5. (electr.). Luminous effect of sudden 
disruptive discharge, electric ~ serving 
to fire explosive mixture in oil-engine of 
motor etc., as advance, retard, the ~ (in 
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the cycle of operation in the engine). 
6. S~s, (nickname for) radio operator; 
fairy ~s, phosphorescent light from de¬ 
cayed vegetable matter etc.; ~ -arrester, 
device for preventing (injury from) 
spark2ing in electrical apparatus, netting 
etc. to catch ~s on steam-engine. Hence 
~'less a.,~'iET n., smallcarbonic-acid 
charge for use in some gazogenes. [OE 
speerca, spearca, = MDu., MLG sparke, 
of unkn. orig. ] 

spaik2, v.i. & t. Emit sparks of fire or 
electricity; [| ~(ing)-plug, device for firing 
explosive mixture in motor-engine; 
(electr.) produce sparks at point where 
continuity of circuit is interrupted; (v.t.; 
also ~ off) stir into activity. [ME, rel. to 
prec.; cf. MDu., MLG sparken] 

spark3, n., & v.i. 1. Gay fellow; gallant. 
2. v.i. Play the gallant. Hence ~'ish 1 a. 
[(vb f. n.) prob. fig. use of spark1] 

spal-'klle, v.i., & n. 1. Emit sparks, (of 
gems etc. & fig. of wit etc.) glitter, glisten, 
scintillate, whence ~er1 n., ~ingLY2 

adv.; ~ing wines (giving out carbonic- 
-acid gas in small bubbles, cf. still). 2. n. 
~ing, gleam, spark. [ME, f. spark1'2 

+ -le (1,3); cf. MDu. sparkelen vb] 
spa'rrow (-6), n. Kinds of small plain- 

-coloured bird, esp. house ~, European 
kind noted for attachment to human 
dwellings, prolificness, and pugnacity; 
—bill, = sparable ; —grass (vulg.), aspa¬ 
ragus ; ~-hawk, kinds of small hawk prey¬ 
ing on ~s etc. [OE spearwa, MHG 
sparwe, Goth, sparwa; also OHG sparo, 
ON spQrr] 

spar'ry, a. Of, like, rich in, spar2. 

[-Y2] 

sparse, a. (Of population etc.) thinly 
scattered, not dense; (hot., zool.) placed, 
occurring, at distant or irregular inter¬ 
vals. Hence ~'ly2 (-si-) adv., ~'ness 

(-sn-) n. [f. L sparsus (spargere spars- 
scatter)] 

Spalt'acist, a. & n. (Member) of the 
Spartacus group of extremists in the 
German revolution in 1918. [Spartacus, 
leader in anc.-Roman servile war, -1ST] 

Spart'an, a. & n. (Native) of Sparta (esp. 
w. allusion to supposed characteristics 
of ~s, as ~ endurance, simplicity). [ME, f. 
L Spartanus, f. Gk Sparta, -te, see -an] 

spa'sm, n. Excessive muscular contrac¬ 
tion (clonic, tonic, ~); sudden convulsive 
movement, wrench, or strain, as a ~ of 
coughing, (fig.) ~s of grief etc.; functioned 
~, nervous disorders caused by occupa¬ 
tion, e.g. writer’s cramp. Hence ~ol'ogy 

(-az-) n. [ME, f. OF spasme or L f. Gk 
sjyasmos (spao draw)] 

spasm5d'|ic (-az-), a. Of, caused by, 
subject to, spasm(s), as a ~ic jerk, ~ic 
asthma; occurring, done, by fits & starts, 
as -—ic efforts. Hence ~ically adv. [f. Gk 
spasmodcs (as spasm, see -ode) + -ic] 

spas'tic, a. & n. (med.). 1. = prec. 2. n. 
Person suffering from cerebral palsy, [f. 

L f. Gk spastikos drawing (spao draw, see 
-ic)] 

spat1, n., & v.i. & t. (-tt-). 1. Spawn of 
shellfish esp. oyster. 2. vb. (Of oyster 
etc.) spawn; shed (spawn). [AN spat 
(14th c.), of unkn. orig. ] 

spat2, n. (usu. pi.). Short gaiter covering 
instep & reaching little above ankle, 
[abbr. of (17th c.) SPATTER(Zas/t] 

spat3. See spit2. 
spatch'cock, n., & v.t. 1. Fowl killed & 
cooked in a hurry. 2. v.t. (colloq.). Insert 
(words) hastily in telegram etc. [orig. in 
lr. use, expl. by Grose (1785) as f. dispatch- 
-cock; cf. spitchcock ] 

spate, n. II River-flood, esp. river is in ~; 
(fig.) excessive amount, as a ~ of words. 
[ME, Sc. & north., of unkn. orig.] 

spathe (-dh), n. (bot.). Large bract or pair 
of bracts enveloping spadix or flower- 
-cluster. Hence spath'osE1, spath'ous, 

aa. [f. L f. Gk spathe broad blade etc. ] 
spath'Ic, a. Of spar2, like spar esp. in 
cleavage. So spath'iFORM a. [f. obs. 
spath, f. G spalh spar + -IC] 

spa'tial (-shl), a. Of space, as ~ relations, 
extent. Hence spatial'lTY (-shi-) n., ~ly2 
adv. [f. L spatium space +-al] 

spattee', n. Woollen legging worn by 
women and children over shoes and 
stockings, [f. spat2 after puttee] 

spatt'er, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Scatter (liquid, 
mud, etc.) here & there in small drops; 
splash (person with mud, slander, etc.) 
thus; (of liquid) fall here & there in 
drops. 2. n. ~ing, splash (of mud etc.), 
quick succession of light sounds, patter¬ 
ing. 3. ~dashes (or now usu. spats), cloth 
or other leggings to protect stockings etc. 
from mud etc. [app. frequent, of stem 
found in Du., LG spalten etc.; cf. WFlem. 
spetteren spatter] 

spat'ula, n. Broad-bladed instrument 
for working pigments etc.; surgeon’s 
instrument for pressing tongue down or 
to one side. [L, dim. of spatha spathe] 

spat'ul|e, n. (zool.). Broad racket-shaped 
formation or part, esp. end of bird’s tail- 
-feather. Hence ~ar 2,~ ate 2,~Iform, aa. 
[ME, f. OF, f. L as prec.] 

spav'in, n. Disease of horse’s hock-joint; 
blood, bog, ~, distension of the joint by 
effusion of lymph within it; bone ~, de¬ 
posit of bony substance uniting the bones. 
Hence~ed2 (-nd) a. [ME, f. OF espavain, 
var. of esparvain, perh. of Gmc orig. ] 

spawn, v.t. & i., & n. 1. (Of fish, frog, 
mollusc, crustacean, derog. of human 
being or other animal) produce (eggs, or 
abs. ), generate; (of eggs or young of fish 
etc.) be produced, issue. 2. n. Eggs of 
fish etc.; (derog.) human or other off¬ 
spring (~ of the devil, of Cobden, scoun¬ 
drels, free-traders); white fibrous matter 
from which fungi are produced, myce¬ 
lium, as mushroom ~. [ME, f. AF 
espaundre, OF espandre expand; n. f. 
vb] 
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spay, v.t. Castrate, remove ovaries of, 

(female animal). [ME, f. AF espeier, OF 
espeer out with a sword (espee sword)] 

speak, v.i. & t. (spoke, arch, spake; 
spoken). 1. Use articulate utterance in 
ordinary (not singing-) voice, as child is 
learning to ~, wish you would ~ distinctly; 
(p.p., as stage direction) to be said, not 
sung (also as n., such part). 2. Hold 
conversation (with, to, person, of, about, 
thing), as have heard him ~ of it, will ~ to 
him about it; portrait ~s (is lifelike), so 
~inp likeness. 3. Make oral address, 
deliver speech, before assembly, magis¬ 
trate, tribunal, etc. 4. Utter (words); 
make known (one’s opinion, the truth, etc.) 
thus, esp. ~ one’s mind (bluntly etc.). 
5. Use (specified language) in ~ing, as 
cannot ~ French, whence French' etc. 
-~er1 n., -~ING2 a. 6. Strictly, roughly, 
generally, ~ing (quasi-adv.), in the strict, 
rough, etc., sense of the word(s), as am 
not strictly ~ing a member of the staff; 
legally etc. ~ing, from the legal etc. 
point of view. 7. (As an apology for loose 
or strong or figurative expression) so to 
~, if I may use such an expression. 8. 
Hail & hold communication with (ship). 
9. (arch.). (Of conduct, circumstance, 
etc.) show (person) to be (so-&-so), as his 
conduct ~s him generous; be evidence of, 
as this ~s a little mind. 10. (Of fact etc.) 
~ volumes, be very significant; ~ volumes 
etc. for, ~ well for, be abundant evidence 
of, place in favourable light, as ~s 
volumes for his forbearance. 11. (Of dog) 
bark esp. when ordered. 12. fig. (Of mus. 
instrument etc.) sound. 13. Make men¬ 
tion in writing of. 14. ~ by the or like a 
book 1; ~ (person) fair, use polite language 
to; ~ for, act as spokesman of, state the 
sentiments of; ~ of, mention; nothing to 
~ of, nothing worth mentioning, prac¬ 
tically nothing; ~ out (also up), ~ freely, 
~ one’s whole opinion; ~ to, address 
(person etc.), ~ in confirmation of or in 
reference to, as 7 can ~ to his having been 
there, will ~ to that point later; ~ up (also 
out), ~ loud(er); ~ without book, give facts 
etc. from memory; fair, smooth, ill, well, 
etc., -spoken [as if -speechEP2], (given to) 
using such language; *~-eosj/ (si.), illicit 
liquor shop. [OE sprecan, later specan, 
OS sprekan, OHG sprehhan] 

speak'er, n. One who speaks esp. in 

public; (S~) presiding officer in House of 
Commons charged with preservation of 
order etc. & having casting vote in case 
of equal division, similar officer in U.S. 
House of Representatives etc., whence 
R~Ship n.; loud ~. [ME ; -er1] 

speaking, n. In vbl senses: ~ acquaint¬ 
ance, person one knows well enough to 
exchange conversation with him, this 
degree of familiarity; not on ~ terms, not, 
esp. no longer, having ~ acquaintance 
with (usu. implying estrangement); — 
-trumpet, instrument for conveying voice 

to a distance; ~-tube, tube for conveying 
voice from one room or building to 
another. [ME ; -ing 1 ] 

spear, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Hunter’s or 
foot-soldier’s thrusting or hurling weapon 
consisting of stout staff with point usu. 
of steel (cf. lance, pike); (poet.) = mm»; 

sharp-pointed & barbed instrument for 
stabbing fish etc.; ~ (long stiff) grass; 
~'head, (esp. fig.) individual or group 
chosen to lead a thrust or attack, (v.t.) 
act as ~head of (attack etc.); ~'man, 
person esp. soldier who uses ~; ~'mint, 
common garden mint; ~ side, male 
branch of family (cf. distaff). 2. v.t. 
Pierce, strike, with ~. 3. v.i. Shoot into 
a long stem. [OE spere, OS, OHG sper, 
ON spjqr] 

spec, n. (colloq.). Speculation, speculative 
enterprise, as it turned out a good ~, did it 
on~. [abbr. of speculation] 

spe'cial (-shl), a. & n. 1. Of a particular 
kind, peculiar, not general, (cf. especial), 

as lacks the ~ qualities required, word used 
in a~ sense, what is your ~ work?, its ~ 
charm did not appeal to him, ~ anatomy 
(of particular organs of human body), ~ 
jury, ~ hospital (for particular class of 
diseases). 2. For a particular purpose, as 
appointed ~ agents, received ~ instruc¬ 
tions. 3. (Also especial) exceptional in 
amount, degree, intensity, etc., as took ~ 
trouble, find no ~ excellence in his xvork. 
4. ~ case, written statement of facts 
submitted by litigants to court, (also) 
exceptional or peculiar case; ~ constable 
(sworn in to assist in maintaining public 
peace in time of emergency); ~ cor¬ 
respondent (appointed by newspaper to 
report on ~ facts); ~ edition (including 
later news than ordinary edition of news¬ 
paper) ; || ~ licence (enabling priests to 
marry parties without publication of 
banns or at time or place other than those 
usually necessary); ~ logic, rules for 
tliinking concerning ~ class of objects; 
~ pleader, member of Inns of Court 
whose business it is to give verbal or 
written opinions on matters submitted 
to him & to deal with various proceedings 
out of usual course; ~ pleading, (law) 
allegation of ~ or new matter as opp. to 
denial of allegations of other side, (pop.) 
specious but unfair argument, statement 
of case designed to favour speaker’s 
point of view rather than to discover the 
truth; ~ train, extra train for ~ purpose; 
~ verdict. 5. n. ~ constable, train, 
examination, edition of newspaper (esp. 
extra-~), etc. Hence ~LY2 (-sha-) adv. 
[ME, f. OF especial (especial) or L 
special is (species, -al)] 

sp6'cial|lst (-sho-), n. One who devotes 
himself to particular branch of a pro¬ 
fession, science, etc. Hence or cogn. 
~ism n., ~Is'tic a. [-1ST] 

speciality (-shi-), n. Special feature or 
characteristic; (also specialty) special 
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pursuit, product, operation, etc., thing 
to which a person gives special attention, 
as jam(-making) is our [ME, f. OF 
(e)specialite or LL specialilas (as special, 
see -ty)] 

spe'ciallz|e (-sha-), -is|e (-iz), v.t. & i. 
Make specific or individual; modify, 
limit, (idea, statement); (biol.) adapt, set 
apart, (organ etc.) for particular purpose, 
differentiate; be differentiated, become 
individual in character; be(come) a 
specialist. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. F 
spdcialiser (special, -ize)] 

specialty (-shi-), n. (Law) instrument 
under seal, sealed contract; = speciality 
(2nd sense). [ME, f. OF (e)specialte 
SPECIALITY] 

specia'tion (or -shi-), n. (zool.). Formation 
of species by evolutionary process. [ -ation] 

spe'cie (-slue, -she), n. (no pi.). Coin as 
opp. to paper money, as~ payments, paid 
in ~, shortness of ~. [f. L abl. of foil, in 
phr. in specie ] 

spe'cies (-shlez, -shez), n. (pi. same). 1. 
(Nat. hist.) group subordinate in classifi¬ 
cation to genus (cf. class) & having mem¬ 
bers that differ only in minor details; the 
or ottr~, mankind. 2. (log.). Group sub¬ 
ordinate to genus & containing individuals 
agreeing in some common attribute(s) & 
called by a common name. 3. Kind, sort, 
as has a ~ of cunning, a ~ of dogcart. 
4. (law). Form, shape, given to materials. 
5. (eccl.). The sensible form of each of the 
elements of consecrated bread and wine 
used in the Eucharist. [L, = appearance, 
kind, beauty, f. specere look] 

specif'Ic, a. & n. 1. Definite, distinctly 
formulated, as a ~ statement, has no ~ 
aim ; of a species, as the ~ name of plant 
etc.; ~ difference (what differentiates a 
species); possessing, concerned with, the 
properties that characterize a species, as 
the ~ forms of animals, draws a ~ distinc¬ 
tion between them-, relating to particular 
subject; peculiar, as has a ~ style, a style 
~ to that school of painters; (of a duty or 
tax) assessed by quantity or amount, not 
ad valorem; ~ cause (producing a particu¬ 
lar form of disease); ~ centre, place or 
period at which differentiation from a 
common stock takes place; ~ gravity, 
heat1 ; ~ medicine, having distinct effect 
in curing a certain disease. 2. n. ~ 
medicine or remedy. Hence specif'ic- 
ally adv., specifi'ciTY, ~ness, nn. [f. 
LL specificus (as species, see -fic)] 

specification, n. Specifying; specified 
detail, esp. (pi.) detailed description of 
construction, workmanship, materials, 
etc., of work undertaken by architect, 
engineer, etc.; description by applicant 
for patent of the construction & use 
of his invention; (law) working up of 
materials into a new product not held to 
be the property of the owner of the 
materials, [f. med. L specificatio (foil., 
-FICATI0N)] 

spe'cif|y, v.t. Name expressly, mention 
definitely, (items, details, ingredients, 
etc.; often abs.); include in (e.g. archi¬ 
tect’s) specifications, as a slate-course was 
not ~ied. Hence ~Sable a. [ME, f. OF 
specifier f. LL specificare (as specific, see 
-fy)] 

spe'eimen, n. Individual or part taken as 
example of a class or whole, esp. indi¬ 
vidual animal or plant or piece of a 
mineral etc. used for scientific examina¬ 
tion, as ~s of copper ore, zoological ~s, 
fine ~ of the swallow-tail, of mosaic work, 
a ~ of his skill, generosity, ~ page (of 
book, printed in prospectus etc.); (colloq. 
derog.) what a ~ (person)/ [L, (specere 
look, -MEN)] 

specilol'ogy (-shi-), n. Science of (origin 
etc. of) species. Hence '—olo'giCAL a. 
[-LOGY] 

spe'eious (-shws), a. Of good appearance, 
plausible, fair or right on the surface, as 
~ argument, tale, pretence, person, ap¬ 
pearance. Hence or cogn. specios'iTY 
(-shi-), ~ness, nn., ~ly2 adv. [f. L 
speciosus beautiful (species, see -ous)] 

speck1, n., & v.t. 1. Small spot, dot, 
stain; particle (of dirt etc.); spot of 
rottenness in fruit. 2. v.t. Mark with ~s 
(esp. in p.p.). Hence ~'less a. [OE 
specca,, not in cogn. langg.; cf. speckle] 

speck2, n. (U.S. & S. Afr.). Fat meat, 
bacon, pork; fat of seals, whales, etc., 
blubber, [f. Du. spek or G speck, rel. to 
OE spic bacon] 

spec'kle, n., & v.t. 1. Small spot or stain. 
2. v.t. Mark with ~s or patches (esp. in 
p.p.). [MB, corresp. to MDu. speckel, 
see speck1, -le] 

specktioneer', -si-, (-shon-), n. (whaling). 
Chief harpooner. [f. Du. speksnijer, for 
-snijder, (speck2, snijden cut, -er1)] 

specs, n. pi. (colloq.). Pair of spectacles, 
[abbr.] 

spec'tacle, n. 1. Public show, whence 
spSctac'ulAR1 a., spectac'ularLY2 adv. 
2. Object of sight, esp. of public attention, 
as a charming —, drunken woman is a 
deplorable ~, sure to make a ~ (= exhibi¬ 
tion) of himself. 3. (Pair of) ~s or colloq. 
specs, pair of lenses to correct or assist 
defective sight, set in frame without 
spring (cf. eye 1-glass) constructed to rest 
on nose & ears; (fig.) sees everything 
through rose-coloured etc. ~s, takes cheer¬ 
ful etc. views; (crick.) pair of ~s, two 
duck's. [ME, f. OF, or f. L spectaculum 
(spectare look)] 

spec'tacled (-Id), a. Wearing spectacles; 
(of animals) marked in a way that sug¬ 
gests spectacles, esp. ~ bear, the S.-Amer. 
bear. [-ED2] 

spectat'or, n. One who looks on esp. at 
a show, game, etc., as the ~s were moved 
to tears, was a mere ~, an unconcerned 
(as title of paper) The S~. Hence spec- 
tat'rEss1 n. [L (spectare, see spectacle 
& -or)] 
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spec'tral, a. Ghostlike, of ghosts; of 
spectra or the spectrum, as ~ colours, 
analysis. Hence ~LY2 adv. [f. L spectrum 
SPECTRE +-AL] 

spec'tre (-ter), n. Ghost; haunting pre¬ 
sentiment (of ruin, war, madness, etc.); 
~ of the Brocken, huge shadowy image 
of the observer projected on mists about 
mountain-top, first observed on the 
Brocken; (in names of animals compared 
to ~ from thinness of body etc.) —bat, 
-crab, -insect, -lemur, -shrimp. [F, or f. L 
SPECTRUM ] 

spec'trio- in comb. = spectrum, as: —o- 
graph, apparatus for photographing or 

otherwise reproducing the spectrum, 

—ogram, representation obtained by this, 

so —ograph'ic a., —bg'raphy n.; —ohel'io- 
graph, instrument for taking photographs 

of the sun from light of one wave-length 

only; —ohel'ioscope, spectroscope pro¬ 

vided with a pair of oscillating slits which 

exclude from the observer’s eye all light 

except that of the red hydrogen line; 

—dm'eter, instrument for measuring re¬ 

fraction of light-rays in passing through 

prism. 

spec'trloscope, n. Instrument for form¬ 
ing & analysing the spectra of rays, con¬ 
sisting usu. of collimating tube, prism or 
diffraction grating, small telescope, & 
measuring apparatus. Hence ~osc5p- 
ic(al) aa., ~oscop'icalLY2 adv., ~5s'cop- 
IST (or spH-), ~os'copY1 (or spfi1), nn. [F 
(SPECTRO- +-SCOPE)] 

spec'trum, n. (pi. -ra). (Also ocular —) 
image of something seen continuing when 
the eyes are closed or turned away; 
image formed by rays of light or other 
radiation in which the parts are arranged 
in a progressive series according to their 
refrangibility, i.e. according to wave- 
-length; diffraction, prismatic, — (pro¬ 
duced by means of diffraction grating, by 
means of prism); solar — (formed from 
rays of sun); ~ (or spectral) analysis, 
chemical analysis by means of spectro¬ 
scope. [L, = appearance, image, f. 
specere look] 

spec'ular, a. Of (the nature of) a specu¬ 
lum, esp. reflecting, as ~ surface, [f. L 
specularis (speculum, see -ar1)] 

spec'ulat|e, v.i. 1. Pursue an inquiry, 
meditate, form theory or conjectural 
opinion, (on, upon, about, subject, the 
nature, cause, etc., of a thing, or abs.). 
2. Make investment, engage in commer- 
cialoperation, that involves risk of loss, as 
has been —ing in stocks, in rubber, (esp. 
w. implication of rashness) is believed to 
—e a good dead. Hence or cogn. ~tve a., 
«~iveLY2 adv., ~iveNESS, ~or, nn. [f. L 
speculari spy out, observe, (specula watch - 
-tower as speculum), see -ate3] 

speculation, n. I. Meditation on, inquiry 
into, theory about, a subject, as much 
given to —, sorry to disturb your —s. 2. 
Speculative investment or enterprise. 

speed 
practice of speculating, in business, as 
ruined by (a single unlucky) —, bought it 
as a — (or on spec, rarely on ~). 3. Game 
in which cards are bought & sold. [ME, 
f. LL speculatio (as prec., see -ation)] 

spec'ulum, n. (pi. -la). (Surg.) instru¬ 
ment for dilating cavities of human body 
for inspection; mirror, usu. of polished 
metal e.g. ~-metal (alloy of copper & tin), 
esp. in reflecting telescope; (ornith.) 
specially coloured area on wing of some 
birds, also = ocellus. [L, = mirror (spe¬ 
cere look)] 

sped. See speed. 

speech, n. 1. Faculty of speaking. 
2. Thing said, remark, as after this un¬ 
lucky — he remained silent. 3. Public 
address, as after-dinner, maiden, ~, ~ for 
the defence, a set — (studied, prepared), 
make (deliver) a —; II Queen’s or King's 
(gracious) —, ~ from the throne, brief state¬ 
ment of foreign & domestic affairs & of the 
chief measures to be considered by Parlia¬ 
ment, prepared by Government & read 
by sovereign in person or by commission 
at opening of Parliament. 4. Language 
of a nation. 5. Act of sounding in organ- 
-pipe etc. 6. figure1 o/~; part 1s of —; 
—reading, deaf person’s interpretation 
of ~ by watching speaker’s lips; || —day, 
annual day for delivering prizes in schools 
usu. marked by ~es etc. [OE spreec, 
spree, later spiec, spec, OS sprdka, OHG 
sprahha f. st. of sprecan speak] 

speech'i|fy, v.i. (derog.). Make speeches, 
hold forth in public. Hence ~fica'tion, 

~fiER1, nn. [-FY] 
speech'16ss, a. Dumb; temporarily de¬ 
prived of speech by emotion etc., as ~ 
with rage; (si.) dead drunk. Henco 
~ly2 adv., ~NESS n. [OE speecleas, see 
-less ] 

speed, n., & v.t. & i. (sp&d, exc. as below). 
1. Rapidity of movement, as with all —, 
more haste less —, at full —; rate of pro¬ 
gress or motion, as attains a high de¬ 
pends on the — required, three-— engine, 
bicycle, etc. (with adaptable gear for 
going at different —s); air1, ground1, ~. 
2. (arch.). Success, prosperity, as send 
me good — (cf. god1—). 3. —-boat, motor- 
-boat designed for high ~; '—-cone, con¬ 
trivance for adjusting ratio of ~ between 
parallel shafts by means of belt; —-cop 
(orig. U.S., si.), police motor-cyclist 
detailed to check motorists’ ~; —'way, 
arena for motor-cycle racing, *road or 
track reserved for fast motor traffic; 
—'well, kinds of herb with creeping or 
ascending stems & bright-blue flowers. 
4. vb. Go fast, as sped down the street (now 
chiefly literary); (arch.) send fast, send on 
the way, as ~ an arrow from the bow, — the 
parting guest. 5. (arch.). Be or make 
prosperous, succeed, give success to, as 
how have you sped?, God — you! 6. (past 
& p.p. —ed). Regulate ~ of (engine etc.), 
cause to go at fixed ~; ~ up, cause to 



work at greater ~ (the train service wants 
~ing up)-, (of motorists) travel at illegal 
or dangerous ~. [(n.) OE sped, earlier 
speed, (OS spod, OI1G sjmol) f. OE spoivan 
(OHG spuon) prosper; (vb) OE spedan 
(OS spodian, OHG spuoten) i. st. spod- 
(as n.)l 

speed'er, n. Kinds of device for regulat¬ 
ing or increasing speed of machinery. 
[-ER 1 ] 

speedfim'eter, n. Appliance indicating 
the speed, mileage, etc. of vehicle, [speed, 

-o-, -METER] 

speed'ly, a. Rapid; expeditious, prompt, 
coming without delay, as ~j/ answer, 
vengeance. Hence ~ilY2 adv., ~iNESS n. 
[ME; -y2] 

speiss (-is), n. Compound of arsenic, iron, 
etc., found in smelting some lead ores, 
[f. G speise food, amalgam, f. pop. L 
spesa expense ] 

spelae'lan, a. Of, dwelling in, caves. So 
~ol'ogist, ~ol'ogy, nn. [f. L f. Gk spe- 
laion cave + -AN ] 

spelicans. See spillikin. 

spell1, n. Words used as charm, incanta¬ 
tion or its effect (under a ~, mastered by 
or as by a ~); attraction, fascination, 
exercised by person, pursuit, quality, 
etc.; binder, political speaker who can 
hold audiences ~bound; bound, bound 
(as) by a [OE spel(l), OS, OHG spel, 
spell-, ON spjall, Goth, spill] 

spell2, v.t. (spelt or ~ed pr. -It). Write 
or name the letters that form (a word), 
as how do you ~ ‘ analyse ’?, must not be 
spelt with a z, can’t ~ his own name, (abs.) 
wish you would learn to ~ (correctly)-, ~ 
out or over, make out (words, writing) 
laboriously letter by letter; ~ backivard, 
repeat or write the letters of (word) in 
reverse order, (fig.) misinterpret, pervert 
meaning of; (of letters) make up, form, 
(word), as what does c a t ; (fig., of cir¬ 
cumstances, scheme, etc.) have as neces¬ 
sary result, involve, as these changes ~ 
ruin to the farmer. [ME, f. OF espeler f. 
WG *spellon discourse f. spell- (prec.)] 

spell3, n., & v.t. 1. Turn of work, as did 
a • ' of carpentering-, short period, as wait 
(for) a ~. 2. v.t. (rare). Relieve, take 
the place of, (person) in work etc. [later 
form of dial, spele f. OE spelian, of unkn. 
orig.; n. f. vb ] 

spell'er, n. In vbl senses of spell2; also 
= SPELLINQ-boofc. [-ER1] 

spell'ing, n. In vbl senses, as his ~ Is 
weak, not sure of the ~ of ‘ aneurysm ’, 
another ~ of the same icord-, ~-6ee, com¬ 
petition in ~ ; ~-book (for teaching ~); 
~ -pronunciation, artificial pronunciation 
based on ~ (as forehead pron. for'hgd 
instead of fd'rCd). [15th c.; -ing1] 

spelt1, n. Kind of wheat giving very fine 
flour, German wheat. [OE spelt, OS 
spelta, OHG spelza f. LL spella] 

spelt2. See spell2. 

spel'ter, n. (now commerc.). Zinc. 

spermato- 

[corresp. to OF espeautre, MDu. speauter, 
LG spialler; rel. to pewter] 

II spence, -se, n. (arch.). Buttery, larder. 
[ME; aphetic f. OF despense (see dis¬ 
pense)] 

spen'cer1, n. Short woollen jacket. 
[perh. f. Mr Knight S~ (fl. 1803)] 

spen'cer2, n. (naut.). = try sail. [orig. 
unkn. ] 

Spen'cerism, n. Doctrine of Herbert 
Spencer (d. 1903) referring the ordered uni¬ 
verse to the necessary laws of mechanics, 
synthetic ^philosophy. So Spencer'iAN 
а. , Spencer'ianiSM n. [-ism] 

spend, v.t. & i. (spent). 1. Pay out (money) 
for a purchase etc. (also abs., as ~ pro¬ 
fusely)-, ~ a penny (colloq.), evacuate 
bladder or bowels; *~ing money, pocket- 
-money. 2. Use, use up, consume, as our 
ammunition was all spent, shall ~ no more 
breath, trouble, etc., on him, how do you ~ 
your time?, spent a pleasant day; exhaust, 
wear out, as his anger will soon ~ itself, 
storm is spent, spent cannon-ball (with 
little impulse left). 3. (naut.). Lose (mast). 
4. Be consumed, as candles ~ fast in 
draught. 5. Emit spawn; spent herring 
etc. (that has deposited its spawn). 
б. ~'thrift, extravagant person, prodigal, 
(often attrib.). Hence ~'ap.le a., ~'er1 
n. [OE spendan, (OS), OHG spendon, 
ON spenna, f. L Ex(pendere weigh); ME 
spende perh. also aphetic f. OF despendre 
(obs. dispend, cf. dispense)] 

Spen'low and JcSi-k'ins (-16, -z), n. Plan 
of attributing one’s (S.’s) hard dealings 
to a supposed hard partner (J.) kept in 
background, [persons in Dickens’s David 
Copperfield) 

II spense. See spence. 
Spenser'ian, a. & n. 1. Of the poet 
Edmund Spenser (d. 1599), esp. ~ stanza, 
that used in the Faerie Queen. 2. n. pi. 
~ stanzas. [-LAN] 

spent. See spend. 
spelrn1, n. Male generative fluid. [ME, 
f. OF esperme or LL f. Gk sperma -matos 
seed] 

spfrm!, n. (Also ~-whale) cachalot, 
whale yielding spermaceti; = foil.; —oil, 
lubricant from —whale, [abbr. ] 

spdhmacet'i, n. White brittle fatty sub¬ 
stance contained in solution in heads of 
sperm-whale etc., used for candles & 
ointments, [med. L, f. sperma sperm 1+ 
ceti of whale f. Gk ketos (~ being regarded 
as whale-spawn)] 

sp£l*m'ary, n. Male germ-gland, testicle 
or equivalent organ, [sperm1 +-ary1] 

spgrmat'ic, a. Of sperm1 or the sperm¬ 
ary. [f. OF spermatique or LL f. Gk 
spermatikos (as sperm1, see -ic)] 

sperm'aFo-, comb, form of Gk sperma 
sperm1, as : ~o- blast, germ of a ~ozoon; 
~ogen’esis, development of ~ozoa, so 
~o'genous a., ~d'geny n.; ~dl'ogist, 
~6l'ogy, student, study, of sperm, so 
~old'gical a.; ~ophore, capsule containing 
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~ozoa; ~orrhoc’a (-re<i), involuntary 
seminal discharge; ~ozo'6n (pi. -zoa), 
male fertilizing element contained in 
semen of animals, similar element in 
lower plants, so ~ozo'al, ~ozo'an, aa. 

sperm'lo-, irreg. comb, form (for prec.) of 
Gk sperma seed, semen, as: ~oblast = 
SFEKMAToMas<; ~6l'ogy, = spermatozoa, 
(bot.) study of seeds, so ~ol6'gical a., 
~dl'ogist n. 

spew, spue, v.t. & i. Vomit (t. & i.); (of 
gun) droop at muzzle from too quick 
firing. [OE spiwan, speowan, OS, OHG 
spiwan, ON spyja, Goth, speiwan, cogn. 
w. L spuere] 

spha'cellate, v.t. & i. Affect, be affected, 

with gangrene or necrosis. Hence~A'TiON 

n. [f. Gk sphakelos gangrene +-ate 3] 
sphaer(o)-, comb, form of Gk sphaira 
sphere, in many scientific esp. nat. hist, 
terms. 

sphag'num, n. (hot.; pi. -na). Kinds of 
moss growing in bogs and peat, and used 
as packing etc. [mod. L, f. Gk sphagnos 
a moss ] 

sphen'|(o)-, comb, form of Gk sphen 
wedge, chiefly in sense ‘of the sphenoid 
bone ’; also : ~ogram, cuneiform charac¬ 
ter, so ~ograph'ic a. 

sphen'oid, a. & n. (anat.). Wedge-shaped, 
esp. ~ (bone), compound bone at base of 
skull. Hence sphenoid'AL a., sphe- 
noid'o- comb. form. [f. Gk sphenoeides 
(sphen wedge, -oid)] 

sphere, n., & v.t. 1. Solid figure gene¬ 
rated by revolution of semicircle about 
its diameter, every point on whose sur¬ 
face is equidistant from a point within 
called the centre. 2. Ball, globe; (poet.) 
the heavens, the sky; any heavenly 
body; globe representing the earth or the 
apparent heavens. 3. Each of the revolv¬ 
ing globe-shaped shells in which the 
heavenly bodies were formerly supposed 
to be set, esp. music, harmony, of the ~s 
(produced by movements of the ~s). 
4. One’s field of action, influence, or 
existence, one’s natural surroundings, 
one’s place in society, as has done much 
urithin his peculiar ~, earnest young lady 
in search of a ~, great mistake to take him 
out of his ~, moves in quite another ~, 
State’s ~ (claimed or recognized area) of 
influence in Africa. 5. Celestial ~, surface 
on which heavenly bodies appear to lie; 
doctrine of the ~, spherical geometry & 
trigonometry; great, small, circle of ~, 
section made by plane passing, not pass¬ 
ing, through its centre; oblique, right, 
parallel, ~, ~ of apparent heavens at a 
place where there is oblique angle, right 
angle, no angle, between equator & 
horizon. 6. v.t. Enclose (as) in ~, make 
~-shaped; (poet.)_exalt to the (celestial) 
~. Hence spher'y2 a. (poet.). [ME 
sper(e) f. OF esperc or LL sphera, L f. Gk 
sphaira ball] 

sphe'ric, a. & n. 1. (Poet.) of the heavens, 

5S13 It 

celestial, exalted; (rare) = foil. 2. n. pi. 
Geometry & trigonometry of the sphere, 
[f. LL f. Gk sphairikos (as prec., see -tc)] 

sphe'rical, a. Shaped like a sphere, 
globular, whence or cogn. ~ly2 adv., 
spheri'ciTY n.; of spheres, as ~ geometry; 
~ lune, triangle, polygon (bounded by arcs 
of great circles of sphere), [-al] 

spher'ograph (-ahf), n. Stereographic 
projection of the earth on disc, with 
meridians & parallels of latitude marked 
in single degrees, [sphere + -o- 4- -graph] 

spher'oid, n. Sphere-like but not per¬ 
fectly spherical body; solid generated by 
revolution of ellipse about its major (pro¬ 
late or oblong ~) or minor (oblate ~) axis, 
as the earth is an oblate ~. Hence sphe- 
roid'altY2 adv., spheroid'(ic)AL aa., 
~i,ciTY n. [f. L f. Gk sphairoeides (as 
sphere, see -OID)] 

spherom'eter, n. Instrument for finding 
radius of sphere & for exact measure¬ 
ment of thickness of small bodies, [f. F 
spheromUre, see sphere, -meter] 

sphe'rulje (-obi), n. Small sphere. Hence 
~ar1, ~ate2(2) (entom.), aa. [f. LL 
sphaerula (as sphere, see -ule)] 

sphe'ruliite (-rdb-), n. Vitreous globule 
as constituent of some rocks. Hence 
~It'ic a., ~itiZE(3) v.t. [f. prec. +-ITE1] 

sphinc'ter, n. Muscle surrounding & serv¬ 
ing to close an_opening or tube. Hence 
~al, sphincter'iAi, sphincte'ric, aa. 
[LL, f. Gk sphigkter (sphiggo bind tight)] 

sphinx, n. 1. (Gk myth., S~) winged 
monster of Thebes with woman’s head & 
lion’s body who proposed a riddle to the 
Thebans, killed all who could not guess 
it, & on Oedipus’ solving it threw herself 
from the rock on which she sat & died. 
2. (Egypt, ant.) figure with lion’s body & 
man’s or animal’s head (the. S~, colossal 
~ near the pyramids at Gizeh). 3. Enig¬ 
matic person (the ~ is silent). 4. Hawk- 
-moth; kind of baboon. [L, f. Gk sphiyx, 
app. f. sphiggo draw tight] 

sphragis'tics, n. pi. (often treated as 
sing.). Study of engraved seals, [f. F 
-ique or Gk sphragistikos (sphragis seal, 
-ic(2))] 

sphyg'mlo-, comb, form of Gk sphugmos 
SPHYGMUS, as: ~ograph, instrument for 
showing character of pulse in series of 
curves, ~ogram, record so produced, so 
~ograpli'ic a., ~6g'raphy n.; ~6l'ogy, 
study of the pulse; ~omandm’eler, instru¬ 
ment for measuring blood-pressure; 
~ophone, ~oscope, instrument for making 
audible, visible, the action of the pulse, 

sphyg'mus, n. (physiol.). Pulse, pulsa¬ 
tion. [f. Gk sphugmos f. sphuzo throb] 

spic'la, n. (Bot.) spike, whence ~ate2, 

'—ated, aa.; (surg.) spiral bandage with 
reversed turns. [L, = spike, ear of grain] 

spice, n., & v.t. 1. Aromatic or pungent 
vegetable substance used to flavour food, 
e.g. cloves, pepper, mace; ~s collectively, 
as dealer in sugar <£.• ~ <£• all that’s nice. 
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so spi'cERY(l) n.; (fig.) smack, dash, 
flavour, (of malice etc. in person’s char¬ 
acter, writings, etc.); ~'bush, aromatic 
American shrub of laurel family. 2. v.t. 
Flavour with —. [ME, f. OF espice spice 
f. L species ] 

spick, a. — <fr span, smart & new, brancl- 
-new. [lCth c. spick & span new, emphatic 
extension of ME span new f. ON spdn-mjr 
= chip-new] 

spic'ul|e, n. Small sharp-pointed body; 
(zool.) small hard body esp. in frame¬ 
work of sponge; (hot.) small or second¬ 
ary spike. Hence —ar1, —ate2(2), aa. 
[F, or f. mod. L spicula, L spiculum, see 
-ULE ] 

spi'cly, a. Of, flavoured or fragrant with, 
spice; (fig.) piquant, pungent, improper 
(—y story), showy, smart. Hence —Ily2 
adv.,~iNESS n. [-Y2] 

spid'er, n. 1. Eight-legged animal of the 
order Araneida, many species of which 
spin webs esp. for capture of insects as 
food (~ & fly, fig., ensnarer & ensnared); 
kinds of arachnid like —. 2. Thing com¬ 
pared to ~ esp. as having prominent legs, 
e.g. kind of three-legged gridiron. 3. 
Sulky with very large light wheels. 4. — 
-catcher, kinds of bird; —crab, crab with 
long thin legs; ~-li«e, thread of —’s web 
substituted for wire in scales etc. for 
minute work; ~-monkey, kind with long 
limbs & long prehensile tail; ~-wasp, 
wasp that stores its nest with —s for its 
young. Hence —like a., —Y2 a. (esp. of 
writing, legs, spokes, etc.) very thin. 
[OE spithra (spin 1 + -ther agent suf.)] 

spieg'eleisen (-lizn), n. Kind of cast 
iron containing manganese, much used in 
Bessemer process. [G (spiegel mirror f. L 
specidum + eisen iron)] 

*spiel, n., & v.i. & t. (si.). 1. Speech, 
story. 2. vb. Hold forth, orate; reel off 
(patter, yarn, tale of misfortune). [G, = 
play, game] 

spif(f)'lic|ate, v.t. (sh). Trounce, do for. 
Hence —a'tion n. [fanciful] 

spig'ot, n. Small peg or plug esp. one for 
insertion into gimlet-hole in cask; plain 
end of pipe fitting into socket of next one. 
[ME, peril, f. OPr. *cspigot f. espiga 
spica] 

spike1, n., & v.t. 1. Sharp point; pointed 
piece of metal e.g. one of a set forming 
top of iron fence etc. or worn in bottom 
of shoe to prevent slipping; large stout 
nail esp. as used for railways; II (colloq.) 
a ‘ spiky ’ Anglican [back formation f. 
spiky]-, — plank, bridge before mizzen- 
-mast of vessel meant for arctic service. 
2. v.t. Fasten with ~s, furnish with —s; 
fix on or pierce with —; plug up vent of 
(gun) with —, (fig.) make useless, *put an 
end to (idea etc.). Hence —'wise (-liw-) 
adv., spik'y1 [-Y2] a. (also, colloq.) of 
hard unyielding ‘ high-church ’ views. 
[ME, ult. f. L spica, perh. thr. MSw. sink, 
Sw. & Norw. spile nail] 

spike2, n. (hot.). Flower-cluster of many 
sessile flowers arranged closely on long 
common axis; separate sprig of any plant 
in which flowers form —like cluster; 
[f. F spic] kind of lavender; ~ oil (got 
from lavender). Hence —'let (-kl-) n., 
spik'y2 [-Y2] a. [f. L spica ear of corn, 
plant-—' ] 

spike'nard (-kn-), n. (Ancient costly aro¬ 
matic ointment made chiefly from) peren¬ 
nial herb allied to valerip.n; plough¬ 
man’s —, composite fragrant plant with 
purplish-yellow flower-heads; kinds of 
fragrant oil. [ME, f. med. L spica nardi 
(nard)] 

spile, n., & v.t. 1. Wooden peg, spigot; 
large timber for driving into ground, pile. 
2. v.t. Make —-hole in (cask), [f. MDu. 
or MLG spile wooden peg etc.; in sense 
pile app. alt. f. pile1] 

spil'Ing, n. Set of piles; (naut.) edge- 
-curve of plank in vessel’s hull. [f. prec. 
+ -ING1; naut. sense, earlier spoiling, 
orig. unkn.] 

spill1, v.t. & i. (spilt or— ed), & n. 1. Allow 
(liquid, substance in small particles) to 
fall or run out from vessel, as spilt the 
salt, no use crying over spilt milk, (of 
liquid etc.) fall or run out; — blood, he 
guilty of bloodshed, — the blood of, kill; 
— money (sh), lose it in betting etc.; 
(naut.) empty (belly of sail) of wind; 
*— the beans (sh), give the show away, 
divulge information indiscreetly; throw 
from saddle or vehicle, as horse spilt 
him, was spilt from a cycle-, — over (of 
surplus population of towns), cf. overspill 
n. 2. n. Such throwing, as had a nasty —; 
fall (e.g. from cycle); ~'way, passage for 
surplus water from dam. [OE spUlan, 
= MDu., MLG spillen, rel. to syn. 
OE spildan, = OS spildian, OHG 
spilden ] 

spill2, n. Thin strip of wood, spiral tube 
etc. of paper for fighting candles etc. 
[ME, of unkn. orig.; app. rel. to spile] 

spill'er, n. Seine put into a larger one to 
take out fish when the larger cannot be 
hauled ashore, [orig. unkn.] 

spill'ikin, n. Splinter of wood, bone, etc., 
used in some games; (ph, also spSl'leans) 
game played with —s. [f. spill2, see -kin) ] 

spilt. See spill1. 
spilth, n. (arch.). What is spilt; excess, 
surplus. [-TH1 ] 

spin1, v.t. & i. (spun or span, spun). 
1. Draw out & twist (wool, cotton, or 
abs.) into threads; make (yarn) thus. 
2. (Of spider, silkworm, etc.) make (web, 
gossamer, cocoon, or abs.) by extrusion of 
fine viscous thread. 3. Form (cup etc.) 
in lathe or similar machine. 4. (fig.). 
Produce, compose, (narrative, literary 
article, etc.; often out i.e. at great length), 
esp. — a yarn (orig. naut.), tell a story. 
5. — out, spend, consume, (time, one’s 
fife, etc., by discussion etc., in occupa¬ 
tion etc.), prolong (discussion etc.). 
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(oriole.) dismiss (batsman, side) by spin 
bowling. 6. Cause (top etc.) to whirl 
round, (of top) whirl round, turn (person, 
thing) quickly round, (of person etc.) 
turn thus, e.g. as result of blow, as sent 
him ~ning. 7. Fish in (stream, pool) with 
swivel or spoon-bait. 8. || (si.). Reject 
(candidate) after examination. 9. p.p. 
(si.). Tired out, done. 10. Spun glass 
(spun when heated into filaments that 
remain pliant when cold); spun gold, 
silver, gold, silver, thread prepared for 
weaving; spun silk, cheap material of 
short-fibred & waste silk often mixed 
with cotton; spun yarn (naut.), line 
formed of rope-yarns twisted together. 
[OE, OHG, Goth, spinnan, ON spinna] 

spin2, n. Spinning motion, whirl; (avia¬ 
tion) diving descent combined with rota¬ 
tion; secondary revolving motion esp. as 
developed in rifle bullet, or in billiard or 
tennis ball struck aslant; (crick.) twist¬ 
ing motion given to ball when bowled 
(~ bowler, expert at this); brisk or short 
rim or spell of driving, rowing, cycling, 
etc., as v:ent for a ~; ~ drier, machine 
which dries clothes etc. by rapid spinning 
in a rotating aerated drum. [f. prec. ] 

spln'ach, -age, (-nij), n. Garden vege¬ 
table with thick succulent leaves used 
when boiled as food; other plants simi¬ 
larly used; ~ beet, kind of beet used like 
~. Hence spinA'CEOUS (-ashws) a. [prob. 
f. MDu. spinaelse, spinag(i)e, f. OF 
espitiage, (e)spinache] 

spin'al, a. Of the spine, as ~ curvature, 
complaint; ~ column, spine; ~ cord, cylin¬ 
drical structure within ~ canal, a part of 
the central nervous system, [f. LL spina¬ 
lis (SPINE, -al)] 

Spin'dle, n., & v.i. 1. Pin in spinning- 
-wheel used for twisting & winding the 
thread; small bar serving same purposes 
in hand-spinning; pin bearing bobbin of 
spinning-machine; pin, axis, that revolves 
or on which a thing revolves; live (revolv¬ 
ing) ~, dead (non-revolving) ~; slender 
thing or person; varying measure of 
length for yarn. 2. ~-shanked, with long 
thin legs, ~-shanks, person with such 
legs; ~-shaped, of circular cross-section 
& tapering towards each end; ~-tree, 
shrub or small tree with greenish-white 
flowers and hard wood used for ~s; hence 
spind'lv2 a., slender, attenuated. 3. v.i. 
Have, grow into, long slender form. [OE 
spinel, = OHG spin(n)ila, f. spin1 + -le(1); 

cf. MHG, G spindel] 
spin'drift, n. Spray blown along surface 

of sea; ~ clouds, light feathery clouds. 
[Sc. var. of spoon-, (spoom-) drift, f. (ICth 
c., now obs.) spoon run before wind or 
sea, 4- drift] 

spin|e, n. The series of the vertebrae, 
backbone; (bot.) stiff sharp woody pro¬ 
cess due to degeneracy or modification of 
some organ; sharp ridge or projection; 
the part of a book’s cover or jacket 

visible when it is in place on a shelf; 
~e'baclc, kinds of fish with ~es in or in 
front of dorsal fins. Hence ~ed2 (-nd), 
~'ose1, ~'ous, aa., ~os'ity n. [ME, f. 
OF espine or L spina thorn, backbone] 

spin'el, n. Kinds of mineral of various 
colours occurring in regular crystals; ~ 
ruby, valuable red variety, [f. F spinelle, 
f. It. spinella] 

splne'less (-nl-), a. Having no spine, 
invertebrate; (fig.) limp, weak, having no 
backbone; (of flsh) having no fin-spines. 
[-LESS] 

spin'et (or -lit'), n. (hist.). Small wing- 
-shapod harpsichord with one string to 
each note. [f. obs. F espinette f. It. 
spinella, prob. f. G Spinelti, inventor] 

spin'll-, comb, form of L spina thorn, 
backbone, as: ~ic£'rebrale, having brain 
& spinal cord; ~if'erous, having or pro¬ 
ducing spines; ~iroit3i. 

splnm'aker, n. Large jib-shaped sail 
carried on mainmast of racing-yacht 
running before wind, [fanciful f. Sphinx, 
name of yacht first using it] 

spinn'er, n. In vbl senses, esp.: thread- 
-spimiing machine; person who shapes 
vessels etc. in lathe; (also ~et1 n.) 
spinning-organ in spider, silkworm, etc. 
[ME; -EE1] 

|| spinn'ey, n. (pi. ~s). Small wood, 
thicket, [f. OF espinnei (espine, see 
spine) ] 

spinn'ing, n. In vbl senses; >—house 
(hist.), house of correction for prostitutes; 

jenny, mechanism for spinning more 
than one strand at a time; ~-machine, 
(esp.) machine that spins fibres continu¬ 
ously; ~-wheel (hist.), household imple¬ 
ment for spinning yam or thread, with 
fly-wheel driven by crank or treadle. 
[ME; -ing1] 

Splnoz'lism, n. Doctrine of B. de 
Spinoza, a Spanish Jew (d. 1677), that 
there is one sole & infinite substance of 
which extension & mind are attributes 
& individual beings are changing forms. 
So~ist n.,~Is'tic a. [-ism] 

spin'ster, n. Unmarried (esp. elderly in 
pop. use) woman. Hence ~nooD n. [ME, 
orig.=woman who spins (spin1, see -ster)] 

spintha'riscope, n. Screen of zinc blende 
showing incidence of alpha particles (of 
alpha rays) by fluorescent flash, [irreg. f. 
Gk spintharis spark -f -scope ] 

spin'ul|e, n. (bot., zool.). Small spine. 
Hence ~Ie'erous, ~ose1, ~ous, aa. [f. L 
spinula (as spine, see -ule)] 

spin'ly, a. Full of spines, prickly, esp. in 
names of animals, as ~y crab, lobster, rat; 

(fig.) perplexing, troublesome, thorny. 
Hence ~Iness n. [-Y2] 

spfr'acle, n. (zool.). External orifice of 
trachea in insectsj blow-hole of jwhales 
etc. Hence spirac'ulAR \ spirac'u- 
1ate2(2), aa. [f. L spiraculum (also used 
in E) f. spirare breathe] 

spirae'a, n. Kinds of rosaceous plant 
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with white or pink flowers. [L. f. Gk 
speiraia meadowsweet (speira coil)] 

spir'al, a,., n., & v.t. & i. (-11-). 1. Coiled; 
winding continually about & constantly 
receding from a centre, whether remain¬ 
ing in same plane like watch-spring or 
rising in a cone; winding continually & 
advancing as if along cylinder, like thread 
of screw; ~ balance (measuring weight by 
torsion of ~ spring); ~ u-heel (with teeth 
cut at angle to axis). 2. n. Plane or other 
~ curve, ~ spring, ~ formation in shell 
etc.; (fig.) gradual but progressive rise or 
fall (the vicious ~ of rising prices and 
wages). 3. vb. Make ~: move in a ~ 
course. Hence ~ity (-al-) n., ~ly2 adv. 
[f. med. L spiralis (as spike2, see -al)] 

spfr'ant, a. & n. (phonet.). (Consonant) 
uttered with perceptible expulsion of 
breath & in producing which the organs 
are near together but not wholly closed, 
continuable (consonant) (cf. explosive), 

e.g. /, v, ih, dh, & occas. w, y, & others, 
[f. L spira.re breathe, seo -ant] 

spire1, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Tapering struc¬ 
ture in form of tall cone or pyramid rising 
above tower; continuation of tree trunk 
above point where branching begins; any 
tapering body, e.g. stalk of grass. 2. v.i. 
Shoot up. 3. v.t. Furnish with ~. Hence 
spir'Y2 a. [OE spir, MDu. spier, MLG, 
MHG spir] 

spire2, n. Spiral, coil; single twist of this. 
Hence spir'Y2 a. [F, or f. L f. Gk speira 
coil] 

spiflll'um, n. (pi. -la). Group of bacteria 
characterized by a spiral structure; any 
member of this. [mod. L, dim. of L spira 
SPIKE2] 

spi'rit1, n. 1. Intelligent or immaterial 
part of man, soul; in (the) ~, inwardly, 
as groaned in ~, was vexed in —, shall be 
with you in (the) ~. 2. Person viewed 
as possessing this, esp. w. reference to 
particular mental or moral qualities, as 
one of the most ardent ~s of his time, a 
meeting of choice ~s; a master—-q persou 
of commanding intellect etc. 3. Rational 
or intelligent being not connected with 
material body, disembodied soul, incor¬ 
poreal being, elf, fairy, as God is a ~, the 
Holy S~ (third person of the Trinity), has 
seen a ~, ~s must have been at work, 
astral~s, familiar~, peace to his departed 
~. 4. Person’s mental or moral nature or 
qualities, as a man of an unbending ~; 
the poor in ~, the meek. 5. Courage, 
self-assertion, vivacity, energy, dash, as 
if you had the ~ of a mouse, do show a little 
~, went at it with ~, infused ~ into his 
men, people of ~. 6. Person viewed as 
supplying this (= soul, hut usu. w. adj.), 
as was the animating ~ of the rebellion. 
7. Mental or moral condition or attitude, 
mood, as took it in a wrong ~, depends on 
the ~ in which it is done, did it in a ~ of 
mischief, objections made in a captious ~. 
8. Real meaning opp. to verbal expres¬ 

sion, as must consider the ~ of the law, 
not the letter, have followed out the ~ of his 
instructions. 9. Animating principle or 
influence, mental or moral tendency, as 
cannot resist the ~ of the age or times. 
10. (Formerly) immaterial principle 
governing vital phenomena, whence 
(mod.) animal ~s; high or great ~s, 
cheerfulness & buoyancy; poor or low 
~s, depression. 11. (Usu. pi.) strong 
distilled liquor esp. alcohol, e.g. brandy, 
whisky, gin, rum, as glass of ~s & water, 
ardent ~s, touches no ~ bid gin. 12. Solu¬ 
tion (of volatile principle) in alcohol, 
tincture; ~s of salt, hydrochloric acid; 
~ or ~s of wine, alcohol; methylated 

13. ~ blue, aniline blue soluble in alcohol; 
~ duck, kinds of duck diving rapidly at 
flash of gun etc.; !l —lamp (burning 
methylated ~ instead of oil); ~-level, 
glass tube partly filled with ~ for testing 
horizontality; —rapper, person pro¬ 
fessing to hold intercourse with departed 
>—'S by means of their raps on table etc., so 
^-rapping] ~-room (naut.), paymaster’s 
store-room, formerly used for ~s. [ME, 
f. AF spirit(e), OF esperil, or L spiritus 
breath, spirit, f. spirare breathe] 

spi'rit2, v.t. Convey (usu. away, off, etc.) 
rapidly and secretly (as) by agency of 
spirits; cheer (person, usu. up), [f. prec. ] 

spi'rited, a. Full of spirit, animated, 
lively, brisk, courageous, as a ~ trans¬ 
lation, attack, reply, having specified 
spirit, as high, mean, proud, jealous, -~; 
having specified spirits, as low-~. Hence 
(-)~ly2 adv., ~NESS n. [-ed2] 

spiritless, a. Wanting in courage, 
vigour, or vivacity. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[-LESS] 

splrXtos'o, adv. (mus.). With spirit. [It.] 
spiritual, a. & n. 1. Of spirit as opp. to 
matter; of the soul esp. as acted on by 
God, as ~ life] of, proceeding from, God, 
holy, divine, inspired, as ~ songs, the ~ 

law; the ~ man, inner nature of man, (also 
esp. in N.T.) regenerate man (opp. to 
natural, carnal); concerned with sacred 
or religious things, as our ~ interests, ~ 
(ecclesiastical) courts, ~ corporations] 
lords bishops & archbishops in House 
of Lords, cf. temporal ; having the lugher 
qualities of the mind. 2. n. Religious 
song peculiar to American Negroes (also 
(Negro ~). Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[ME, f. OF spirituel or L spiritualis (as 
spirit, see -al)] 

spi'ritual|Ism, n. Belief that departed 
spirits communicate with & show them¬ 
selves to men, esp. (also modern ~ism) 
at seances by means of spirit-rapping, 
-handwriting, etc., so spi'ritiSM, spi'rit- 
ist, nn.; (philos.) doctrine that spirit 
exists as distinct from matter or that 
spirit is the only reality (cf. materialism). 
Hence or cogn. ~ist n., -~is'tic a. [-ism] 

spiritual'itly, n. Spiritual quality; (usu. 
pi.) what belongs or is duo to the Church 
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or to an ecclesiastic as such, as the ~ies of 
his office, ~y of benefices, tithes of land etc. 
[ME, f. OF (e)sp iritualile or LL spiritua¬ 
lity's (as spiritual, see -ty)] 

spi'ritualizle, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Make 
spiritual, elevate, (character, person, 
thoughts); (rare) infuse life into, animate; 
attach spiritual as opp. to literal meaning 
to. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. spiritual + -ize, 
or f. F spiritualiser] 

spirituel(le)', a. (Chiefly of women) 
marked by refinement, grace, or dehcacy 
of mind. [F, as spiritual] 

spi'rituous, a. Containing much alcohol, 
distilled not fermented, as ~ liquors (also 
used loosely of beer etc.). Hence ~ness 

n. [f. L spiritus spirit + -ous, or f. F 
spiritueux ] 

spl'ritus, n. (Gkgram.). ~ ds'per, len'is, 
=_rough, smooth, rreathing1. [L] 

spir'ivalve, a. Having spiral shell; (of 
shell) spiral. [F, f. L spira spire2 + valva 
valve] 

spiTk'eting, n. (naut.). Inside planking 
between top of waterways & lower sills of 
ports, [f. obs. spurkeit (17th c.), spirkelt 
(18th c.), of unkn. orig. ] 

spfro- ‘, comb, form of Gk speira coil, as 
~chaete (-ket'e), spiral-shaped bacterium. 

spir'io-2 in comb. (irreg.)=L spiro breathe 
in sense ‘ breath ’, as: ~ograph, instru¬ 
ment for marking breathing movement; 
~6m’eter, ~oscope, instrument for measur¬ 
ing lung capacity, so ~omet’ric a.., ~6m- 
etry n.; ~ophore, instrument for induc¬ 
ing respiration in cases of suspended 
animation. 

spiTt, spurt, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Gush out 
in a jet or stream; cause (liquid etc.) to do 
this. 2. n. Sudden gushing out, jet. [vb 
16th c., of unkn. orig.] 

spit1, n., & v.t. (-tt-). 1. Slender bar on 
which meat that is to be roasted is made 
to rotate before fire; skewer; small point 
of land running into sea; long narrow 
underwater bank. 2. v.t. Thrust a ~ 
through (meat etc.); (fig.) pierce, transfix, 
with sword etc. [OE spitu, MDu., MLG 
spit, OHG spiz (G spiess)] 

spit2, v.i. & t. (spat or arch, spit), & n. 
1. Eject saliva (II ~ & polish, furbishing 
work of soldier etc.); eject (saliva, blood, 
food, etc. out) from mouth; (fig.) utter 
(oaths, threats, etc.) vehemently (~ it out, 
sh, exhortation to speak or sing louder); 
(of cat etc., fig. of person) make noise as 
of ~ting as sign of anger or hostility; (of 
rain) fall lightly, (of fire, candle, pen) 
send out sparks, stray ink, etc.; ~ at or 
upon, (fig.) treat with ignominy; ~’fire, 
person of fiery temper, (also ~'devil) toy 
cone of wet gunpowder ~ting when 
ignitod. Hence •—'t'ER1 n. 2. n. ~ting 
(esp. of cat), spawn of some insects; 
spittle; the (very) ~ of (exact counterpart 
of, likeness of, as he is the very ~ of his 
father). [OE spittan = G dial, spitzen, 
of imit. orig.; cf. OE spietan (whence 

past & p.p. spat); ON spfjta = MHG 
spiutzen] 

spit3, n. Spade-depth (dig it two ~s or ~ 
deep), [f. MDu., MLG spit, also spitten 
dig, = OE spittan, dial, spit vb] 

spitch'cock, n., & v.t. 1. Eel split & 
broiled. 2. v.t. Prepare thus (eel, fish, 
bird). [16th c., of unkn. orig.; cf. spatch¬ 

cock] 

spite, n., & v.t. 1. Ill will, malice, as did it 
from pure ~ or in or out of ~ ; grudge, as 
has a ~ against me; (in) ~ of, notwith¬ 
standing. 2. v.t. Thwart, mortify, annoy, 
as does it to ~ me, cut off one’s nose to ~ 
one’s face, injure oneself by vindictive 
or resentful conduct. Hence ~'ful (-tf-1 
a., ~'fulLY2 adv., ~'fulNESS n. [ME; 
aphetic f. despite n. & vb] 

spit'tle, n. Saliva esp. as ejected from 
mouth, [alt. f. ME (now dial.) spattle (OE 
spdtl)^ spetllc, after spit2] 

spittoon', n. Vessel to spit into, usu. 
round metal or earthenware vessel with 
funnel-shaped top. [irreg. f. spit2 +-oon] 

spitz, n. (Also ~-dog) small kind of dog 
with pointed muzzle, Pomeranian. [G 
spitz(hund) f. spitz pointed, hund dog] 

II spiv, n. (si.). Shady character who 
avoids honest work & lives by his wits 
esp. in black-market traffic, [orig. unkn. ] 

splanch'n|ic (-ngk-), a. Of the entrails, 
intestinal. So ~o- comb, form, ~ol'cgy, 
~ot'omy, nn. [f. Gk splagkhnikos (splag- 
khna entrails, see -ic) ] 

splash, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Bespatter (person 
etc. with water, mud, etc.); dash, spatter, 
(liquid about, on or over person etc.); (of 
liquid) fly about in drops or scattered 
portions; (of person) cause liquid to do 
this, make one’s way, move across, along, 
etc., thus; step, fall, plunge, etc., into 
(water etc.) so as to ~ it; decorate with 
scattered ornamentation. 2. n. ~ing; 
quantity of liquid ~ed; resulting noise, 
as we heard a ~; water1—; || (colloq.) 
small quantity of soda-water etc. (diluting 
whisky etc.); spot of dirt etc. ~ed on to 
things; patch of colour esp. on animal’s 
skin; make a~, (fig.) attract much atten¬ 
tion, create sensation; complexion pow¬ 
der usu. of rice-flour; ~-board, guard 
over or beside wheel of vehicle to keep 
mud off occupants; ~ headline (con¬ 
spicuous, designed to attract attention). 
Hence ~'y2 a.[alt. f. plash2] 

splash'er, n. In vbl senses; also: kinds 
of guard placed over wheels of locomotive 
etc. to keep off mud etc.; screen behind 
wash-stand to protect wail, [-er1] 

splatt'er, v.i. & t. Make continuous 
splashing sound; speak (a language, or 
abs.) unintelligibly; ||—dash, noise, 
clamour; || -—dashes, = spatter dashes. 
[imit. ] 

Splay, v.t. & i., n., & a. 1. Construct (aper¬ 
ture) with divergent sides (~ed loop-hole, 
window, doorway, with opening wider at 
one side of wall), (of aperture or its sides) 
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be so shaped or set; dislocate (esp. horse’s 
shoulder). 2. n. Surface making oblique 
angle with another, e.g. ~cd side of 
window, embrasure. 3. adj. Wide & flat, 
turned outward; ~-/oof n. & a., (having) 
broad flat foot turned outward; ~ mouth, 
wide mouth, mouth stretched -wide in 
grimace, [aphetic f. display vb] 

spleen, n. 1. Organ producing certain 
modifications in the blood of most verte¬ 
brates, situated in mammals at left of 
stomach. 2. Lowness of spirits, ill temper, 
spite, as a fit of ~, vented his ~, whence 
~'FUL, ^'ISH1, ~'Y2, aa., ~'fulLY2, 
~'ishi,Y2, advv. 3. ~'wort, kinds of fern 
formerly used for ~ disorders. Hence 
~'less a. [ME, f. OF esplen, or L f. Gk 
splen] 

splen|(o)-, comb, form of Gk splen spleen, 
as : ~al'gia, pain in (region of) spleen, so 
~cil’gic a.; ~6c'lomy, excision of spleen; 

inflammation of spleen, so 
a.; '—6Vogy, study of spleen, so ~old'gical 
a.; ~ot'omy incision into, dissection of, 
spleen. 

splen'dent, a. (mineral., entom.). Having 
bright metallic lustre. [ME, f. L splendere 
shine, see -ENT] 

splen'did, a. Magnificent, gorgeous, 
sumptuous, glorious, brilliant, as a ~ 
palace, gift, achievement, victory, (of per¬ 
son) affecting splendour (in surroundings 
etc.); (colloq.) excellent, capital, as here is 
a ~ chance of escape. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[f. F (-ide) or I, splendidus (prec., -id1)] 

splendif'erous, a. (colloq.). Splendid. 
[irreg. f. foil. 4- -fekous] 

splen'dour (-der), n. Great or dazzling 
brightness; magnificence, grandeur; 
(her.) sun in ~ (wTith rays & human face). 
[ME, f. AF (e)splend(o)ur or L splendor 
(as splendent, see -on)] 

splenet'lic, a. & n. 1. Ill-tempered, 
peevish, whence ~ically adv.; of the 
spleen. 2. n. Medicine for, sufferer from, 
disease of the spleen, [f. LL spleneticus 
(as spleen, see -etic)] 

splen'ial, a. (anat.). Acting like a splint; 
of the splenius muscle, [f. L f. Gk 
splenion + -al] 

splen'ic, a. Of, in, the spleen, as ~ fever, 
anthrax. So splen'oiD a. [f. L f. Gk 
splenikos (as spleen, see -ic) ] 

splen'ius, n. (pi. -ii). (Either section of) 
muscle on back & sides of neck serving 
to draw7 back the head. [f. Gk splenion 
bandage] 

spleniza'tion, -is-, n. Conversion of lung 
into substance resembling spleen, [f. F 
splenisation or mod. L splenisatio (spleen, 

-IZE, -ATION)] 
splice, v.t., & n. 1. Join ends of (ropes) by 
interweaving strands; join (pieces of tim¬ 
ber etc.) in overlapping position; (colloq.) 
join in marriage, as when did he or they 
get ~tZ?; ~ the main3 brace. 2. n. Junc¬ 
tion of two ropes or pieces of wood etc. 
by splicing; eye1—; sit on the ~ (crick. 

si.), play a cautious defensive game, 
stonewall, [f. MDu. splissen of uncert. 
orig.; perh. rel. to split] 

spline, n., & v.t. 1. Rectangular key 
fitting into grooves in hub & shaft of 
wheel & allowing longitudinal play; slat; 
flexible wood or rubber strip used in 
drawing large curves esp. in railway work. 
2. v.t. Fit with [orig. E. Angl. dial., 
perh. for splind, & rel. to splinder, 
SPLINTER] 

splint, n., & v.t. 1. Strip of rigid or flex¬ 
ible material for holding broken bone 
when set or for basketwork etc.; (anat., 
also ~-bone) either of two small bones in 
horse's foreleg lying behind & in close 
contact with cannon-bone, (in man) 
fibula; tumour on, callus due to disease 
of, ~-bone of horse; ~-coal, cannel coal 
of slaty structure. 2. v.t. Confine (broken 
limb etc.) with~s. [ME splent(e), f. MDu. 
splinie or MLG splinte, splente metal plate 
or pin; cf. prec. ] 

splin'ter, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Split (t. & i.) 
into long thin pieces, shiver. 2. n. Sharp- 
-edged or thin piece broken off from 
wood, stone, etc.; || ~-bar, cross-bar in 
vehicle supporting springs or to which 
traces are attached; ~-6one, fibula; ~ 
party (pol.), a party that has broken 
away from a larger one, esp. when very 
small in numbers; ~-proof (against ~s of 
bursting shells or bombs). [ME, f. MDu. 
(= LG) splinter, splenter; rel. to prec. & 
dial, splinder] 

splir/tery, a. Of splinters; splinter-like; 
apt to splinter. [-Y2] 

split1, v.t. & i. (split). 1. Break forcibly, 
be broken, into parts esp. with the grain 
or plane of cleavage. 2. Divide into parts, 
thicknesses, etc., as ~ it into three layers, 
the job, sum, etc., was ~ (usu. up) among 
6 of us, ~ one’s vote, vote for opposed 
candidates, ~ the difference, take mean 
quantity etc. between two proposed; 
~ hairs, draw over-subtle distinctions, so 
hair—ling. 3. Divide (t. & i.) into dis¬ 
agreeing or hostile parties (on question 
etc.). 4. ~ (one’s sides or intr.), be con¬ 
vulsed with laughter, so sixle-~ting a. & 
n., side-~ter (person or joke); head is 
~ting (feels acute pain), a ~ting (acute) 
headache. 5. ~ on (si.), betray the secrets 
of (accomplice etc.). 6. ~ cloth (surg.), 
bandage with several tails esp. for head 
& face; ~ gear, wheel (made in halves for 
removal from shaft); ~ infinitive (with 
adverb etc. inserted between to and verb, 
e.g. seems to partly correspond)-, ~ moss, 
kinds of which capsules ~ at maturity; 
~peas(e) (dried & ~ in half for cooking); 
~ personality, alteration or dissociation 
of personality such as may occur in some 
mental illnesses esp. schizophrenia and 
hysteria; ~ pin1; ~ ring (usu. of steel on 
the pattern of those used for bunches of 
keys); ~ second, a very short period of 
time; ~ shot, stroke, stroke at croquet 
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driving two touching balls in different 
directions. Hence (-)~tERl(l, 2) n. [lGth 
c. , orig. naut., f. MDu. splitten, obse. rel. 
to spletten, spliten (G spleissen), & E dial. 
splat, spleet] 

split2, n. 1. Splitting; fissure, rent, crack. 
2. Separation into parties, schism, rup¬ 
ture. 3. Split osier etc. for parts of basket- 
-work; each of the strips of steel, cane, 
etc., of reed in loom; single thickness of 
split hide. 4. (In faro) turning up of two 
cards of equal value so that stakes are 
divided. 5. Half bottle of aerated water, 
half glass of liquor. 6. pi. Trick of sitting 
on ground with legs spread out, as do the 

[f. prec. ] 
sp!5sh, n. (colloq.). A quantity of water 
suddenly dropped or thrown down; || (si.) 
money, limit. 1 

spldtch, splodge, nn. Daub, smear. 
Hence spiotch'y2 a. [-tch f. 17th, -dge 
19th, c.; perh. imit.] 

‘splurge, n., & v.i. (Make) noisy display 
or effort. [U.S. wd, prob. imit.] 

splutt'er, v.i. & t., & n. = sputter. Ilcnoe 
1 n. limit.; for -l- cf. sp(l)atter] 

Spode, n. A fine pottery. [J. maker, 
d. 1827] 

spoff'ish, a. (si.). Bustling, fussy, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

spoil1, n. 1. (Usu. pi. or collect, sing.) 
plunder taken from enemy in war, (fig.) 
profit, advantage accruing from success 
in contest etc., (joc.) emoluments of public 
office etc. 2. *~s system, practice of 
giving public offices to adherents of suc¬ 
cessful party, whence ~s'man, advocate 
of, one who seeks to profit by, this. 
3. A draw in the game of ~-five, in which 
each player has five cards. 4. Earth etc. 
thrown or brought up in excavating, 
dredging, etc. [ME, f. OF espoille, or f. 
foil.] 

spoil2, v.t. & i. (M or ~ecZ). 1. (arch., 
literary; never M). Plunder, deprive 
(person of thing), by force or stealth, as 
~ the Egyptians (persons regarded as 
one’s natural enemies etc.; Exod. xii. 36). 
2. Impair the qualities of, or person’s 
enjoyment of, as teas quite M by the rain, 
will ~ all the fun, always ~ a joke in the 
telling, the neics M his dinner, ~ one’s 
beauty for him (with black eye etc.). 3. 
Injure character of (person etc.) by in¬ 
dulgence, as spare the rod <£- ~ the child, 
ore determined to ~ me, is the M child 
of fortune. 4. (si.). Maim or lull or do 
for (person). 5. (Of fruit, fish, etc., fig. of 
joke etc.) decay, go bad, as will not ~ with 
keeping, (only in part.) dog is ~ing (ripe, 
eager) for a fight. 6. —sport, one who ~s 
sport. Hence ~'ER1 n. [ME, f. OF espoil- 
lier f. L spoliate f. spolium spoil, plunder] 

spoilage, n. Paper spoilt in printing. 
[ -AGE ] 

spoke1, n., & v.t. 1. Each of the bars run¬ 
ning from hub to rim of wheel, whence 
~'wise (-kw-) adv.; rung of ladder; each 

radial handle of steering-wheel of vessel; 
bar used to prevent wheel from turning 
esp. in going down hill, as (fig.) pul a ~ in 
person’s wheel, thwart his purposes; ~- 
-bone, radius of forearm; shave, plane- 
-bit between two handles, used for ~s & 
other esp. curved work where ordinary 
plane is not available. 2. v.t. Furnish 
with ~s, check (wheel) with ~ ; spokiug- 
-machine (for giving uniform inclination 
to ~s of wheel). [OE spaca, OS speca, 
OHG speiclia] 

spoke2, spoken, -spoken. See speak. 
spokes'man (-ks-), n. (pi. -men). One 
who speaks for others, representative, 
[irreg. f. spoke2 +-es + man] 

spol'ia ojnrn'a, n. (Rom. ant.) arms 
stripped from hostile general by Roman 
commander in single combat; (fig.) 
supreme achievement or distinction. 
[L, = rich spoils] 

spolia'tion, n. Plunder, pillage, esp. of 
neutral vessels by belligerent, (fig.) 
extortion; (eccl.) taking of fruits of 
benefice under pretended title, writ of ~ 
(for recovery of these); (law) destruction, 
mutilation, alteration, of document to 
prevent its being used as evidence. 
Hence or cogn. spol'iatOR n., spol'la- 
tORY a. [ME, f. L spolialio (as spoil2, see 
-ation), or f. OF] 

sponda'ic, a. Of spondees; (of hexa¬ 
meter) having spondee as fifth foot. [f. 
F spondaique or spondaicus - LL f. Gk 
spondeiakos (as foil., see -ac)] 

spon'dee (-dl), n. Metrical foot —. [ME, 
f. L f. Gk spondeios (pous foot) f. sponde 
solemn drink-offering; or f. OF spondee] 

‘spondul'icks, n. pi. (si.). Money. 
sp6n'dyl|(e), n. Joint of backbone, verte¬ 
bra. Hence Mo)- comb. form. [OF (-lc), 
or f. L f. Gk sp-, sphcmdulos] 

sponge1 (-unj), n. 1. Aquatic animal of 
low order with pores in the body-wall, 
whence spongOL'OGiST, spongoi'OGY, 
(-ngg-), nn. 2. Skeleton of a ~ or colony 
of ~s (whence spo'ngiFORM (-iinj-) a.), 
esp. elastic kind chiefly from the Levant 
used as absorbent in bathing, cleansing 
surfaces, etc.: throw up ihc~, (of boxer or 
Iris attendant) throw into the air as token 
of defeat the~ used between rounds, (fig.) 
abandon contest, own oneself beaten; 
pass the ~ over, agree to forget (offenco 
etc.). 3. Thing of Mike absorbency or 
consistence, e.g. piece of leavened dough, 
~-cake, absorbent pad used in surgery, 
kind of mop for cleaning bore of big gim, 
iron or other metal in finely divided 
condition. 4. (fig.). Parasite, person who 
contrives to live at another’s expense. 
5. ~-bath; •—cake, light cake of Mike 
consistence; ~ cloth, soft loosely woven 
fabric with wrinkled surface; ~ cucumber, 
-gourd, vegetable ~, kind of gourd used 
iu Turkish batlis as rubber or towel, 
loofah; ~ lent, compressed ~ for keeping 
wound etc. open; ~-lrec, spiny tropical 
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leguminous shrub with globose heads of 
fragrant yellow flowers. [OE sponge, 
spunge, f. L f. Gk spoggia later var. of 
spoggos] 

sponge2 (-unj), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Wipe, 
cleanse, with sponge; sluice water over 
(parts of body etc., or abs., often down, 
over) with sponge; wipe out, efface, 
(writing, fig. memory of thing etc., usu. 
out) with sponge; absorb, take up, (water 
etc.) with sponge; gather sponges; pro¬ 
cure by sycophantic arts; ~ on, live as 
the parasite of, be meanly dependent on 
(person for thing). 2. n. Sponging, bath 
with sponge, as had a ~ down. Hence 
spo'ngERHl, 2) (-unj-) n. [ME, f. prec., 
or OF esponger f. LL spongiare (as prec.)] 

spo'nging (-unj-), n. In vbl senses; — 
-house (hist., in arch, sense squeezing), 
bailiff’s house for temporary lodging of 
arrested debtor, [-ing1] 

spongiopil'ine (spunj-), n. Substitute 
for poultice made of sponge & fibre backed 
with rubber, [as sponge 1 + Gk pilos felt + 
-INE 1 ] 

spo'ngly (-iinji), a. Like sponge; porous, 
compressible, elastic, absorbent, a.s 
sponge; (of metal) finely divided & 
loosely coherent. Hence ~!ness n. [-Y2] 

spon'sion (-shn), n. Being surety for 
another; (internat. law) engagement 
made on behalf of State by agent not 
specially authorized, [f. L svonsio (spon- 
dcre spons- promise, see -ion)] 

spdn'son, n. Projection from side of war¬ 
ship to enable gun to be trained forward 
& aft; triangular platform before & abaft 
paddle-box. [orig. unkn.] 

spon'sor, n., & v.t. 1. Godfather or god¬ 
mother; person who makes liimself 
responsible for another; advertiser who 
pays for a broadcast or televised pro¬ 
gramme into which advertisements of 
his wares are introduced. 2. v.t. Be~ for. 
Hence sponsor'ial a., ~ship n. [L 
(spondere spons- promise, see -or)] 

spontaneous, a. 1. Acting, done, occur¬ 
ring, without external cause; voluntary, 
-without external incitement, as made a ~ 
offer of his services; (of sudden move¬ 
ments etc.) involuntary, not due to 
conscious volition; growing naturally 
without cultivation; (biol., of structural 
changes in plants, muscular activity in 
esp. young animals) instinctive, auto¬ 
matic, prompted by no motive; (of 
bodily movements, literary style, etc.) 
gracefully natural & unconstrained. 2. ~ 
combustion, ignition of mineral or veget¬ 
able substance (e.g. heap of rags soaked 
with oil, mass of wet coal) from heat en¬ 
gendered by rapid oxidation; ~ genera¬ 
tion, production of living from non-living 
matter as inferred from appearance of life 
(due in fact to bacteria etc.) in some in¬ 
fusions ; ~ suggestion (from association of 
ideas without conscious volition). Hence 
or cogn. spontane'iTY, ~ness, nn., ~ly2 

adv. [f. LL spontaneus (sponte of one’s 
own accord, see -aneous)] 

spontoon', n. (hist.). Kind of halberd 
used by some British infantry officers, 
[f. F sponton f. It. sponlone f. puntone, 
punto, point] 

spoof, v.t., & n. (si.). Swindle, humbug, 
hoax; (attrib.) faked or fabricated. 
Hence ~'er1 n. [invented by Arthur 
Roberts (d. 1933), comedian] 

spook, n. (joc.). Ghost. Hence ~'ISH1, 

~'y2, aa. [f. Du. spook, G spuk] 
spool, n., & v.t. 1. Reel for winding yarn, 
photographic film, etc., on; revolving 
shaft of angler’s reel. 2. v.t. Wind on 
[ME, f. ONF espole or its source, MDu. 
spole, spoele, (M)LG spole] 

spoon1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Utensil consist¬ 
ing of round or usu. oval bowl & a handle 
for conveying esp. liquid food to mouth, 
usu. of silver or plated metal for table 
use (tea, dessert, table, -~, of small, 
medium, large, size, esp. as recognized 
measure for medicine; apostle egg1, 

salt, mustard, -~; marrow-~, for getting 
marrow from bones) & of wood or iron 
for cooking etc.; born with silver ~ in 
mouth; long ~ & the devil (see sijp) ; 
wooden ~, (wooden ~ given to) last man 
in Cambridge mathematical tripos (hist.), 
(fig.) booby prize; egg1-c&-~ race; ~- 
-shaped thing, esp. (oar with) broad curved 
blade, wooden golf-club with more loft 
than driver & brassie. 2. ~ (-bait), bright 
revolving ~-shaped piece of metal used 
as lure in fishing; ~'beak, -bill, kinds of 
bird; —drift, see spindrift; ~-fed, (fig., 
of industries etc.) artificially encouraged 
by bounties or import duties, (of pupil) 
crammed with information; 
liquid food, food for infants (also fig.); 
~-net, angler’s landing-net. 3. vb. Take 
(liquid etc., usu. up, out) with ~; fish 
with —bait; (croquet) make pushing 
stroke; (crick.) strike (ball) feebly, 
send up (ball, a catch) thus, with bat. 
Hence (-)~'ful n. [OE spon chip of 
wood, = (M)LG span, ON sponn; cf. 
OHG span, ON spawn] 

spoon2, n., & v.i. & t. (si,). 1. Simpleton; 
silly or demonstratively fond lover; be ~s 
on, be sillily in love with. 2. vb. Behave 
amorously, behave thus towards (girl 
etc.), [f. prec.] 

spoon'er(ism), n. Accidental transposi¬ 
tion of initial letters etc. of two or more 
words (e.g. has just received a blushing 
crow, for real enjoyment give me a well- 
-boiled icycle). [f. Rev. W. A. Spooner 
(3^1930), esteemed for ~s, + -ism] 

spoon'ly, a. & n. (si.). 1. Soft, silly; senti¬ 
mental, amorous, sweet (up)on. 2. n. 
Mild simpleton. Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~i- 

ness n. [prob. f. spoon2, -y2] 

spoor, n., & v.t. & i. I. Track, scent, of 
animal. 2. vb. Follow by~. Hence ~'er1 
n. [Du. (8.A.) spoor, = G spur] 

sporad'ic, a. Occurring only here & there. 
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separate, scattered. Hence ~al a. (rare), 
~alLY2 adv., ~alNESS n. [f. med. L f. Gk 
sporadikos (sporas -ados scattered, cf. 
speiro sow, see -IC)] 

sporan'gium, n. (hot.). Case in which 
spores are produced, [f. Gk spora spore + 
aggeion vessel J 

spore, n. (Bot., in cryptogamous plants) 
single cell that becomes free Sc capable 
of individual development; (biol.) min¬ 
ute organic body that develops into new 
individual; (fig.) seed, germ, of any¬ 
thing. [f. Gk spora sowing, seed, f. speiro 
sow ] 

spor|o-, comb, form of Gk spora spore, 

as; ~ogen'csis, spore-formation; ~<5- 
genous, producing spores, 

spo'rran, n. Pouch, usu. covered with 
fur etc., worn by Highlander in front of 
kilt. [f. Gael, sporan] 

sport, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Amusement, 
diversion, fun; in ~, jestingly; make ~ of, 
turn into ridicule, make fun of; be the ~ 
(plaything', butt) of Fortune etc.; pastime, 
game; outdoor pastime, e.g. hunting, 
fishing, racing; have good ~, esp. make 
good bag or basket when shooting etc.; 
athletic ~s, running, jumping, putting 
weight, etc., meeting of athletes to com¬ 
pete in these, as school ~s, inter-university 
~s (~s coat, jacket, giving freedom of 
movement; ~s field; ~s car, for racing); 

animal, plant, deviating suddenly or 
strikingly from noi'mal type; (si.) good 
fellow, ~sman; ~s'mtm, ~s'woman, per¬ 
son fond of ~s esp. hunting, shooting, or 
fishing, (fig.) person who regards life as a 
game in which opponents must be allowed 
fair play, person ready to play a bold 
game, whence ~s'manship n.; ~s'man- 
like, befitting, worthy of, a ~sman. 2. vb. 
Divert oneself, take part in pastime; 
(part.) interested in ~, as a ~ing man, 
~smanlike, as ~ing conduct, ~ing offer, 
whence ~'ingLY2 adv.; (bot., zool.) 
become or produce a ~; wear, exhibit, 
produce, esp. ostentatiously, as ~ed a 
gold tie-pin-, || ~ one’s oak. [ME; 
aphetic f. disport] 

spdrt'ive, a. Playful. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~NESS n. [-IVE ] 

spo'rul|e, n. Spore; small spore. Hence 
*—ar1 a. [F, or f. mod. L sporula (spore, 

-ULE)] 

spot1, n. 1. Particular place, definite 
locality, as dropped it on this precise ~, 
the ~ where William HI landed-, a tender 
~, (fig.) subject on which one is touchy. 
2. Small part of the surface of a thing 
distinguished by colour, texture, etc., 
usu. round or less elongated than a streak 
or stripe, small mark or stain, pimple, as 
a blue tie with pink ~s, sun-~, can the 
leopard change his ~s?; (fig.) moral 
blemish, stain, as without a ~ on his 
reputation. 3. Kinds of fish & domestic 
pigeon. 4. (si.). Act of spotting winner 
etc.; horse etc. so spotted. 5. (colloq.). 

Small quantity of anything (a ~ of leave, 
lunch)-, a drink. 6. (billiards). Small 
round black patch near each end of table 
equidistant from sides; II ~-stroke, pocket¬ 
ing red ball when placed on ~ remote 
from balk; || -—barred game (in which 
successive ~-strokes are not allowed); 
~ (-ball), white ball distinguished from 
the other by black ~. 7. On the ~, with¬ 
out delay or change of place, then & 
there, (of person) wide awake, equal to 
the situation, in good form at game etc.; 
*put on lhe~ (si.), decide on the assassina¬ 
tion of, murder. 8. (commerc.). ~ cash, 
cotton, wheat, prices (to be paid or delivered 
immediately on sale); ~s, commodities 
sold for ~ cash. 9. ~'light (theatr.), 
beam of light thrown on a particular 
actor, or the projector used for this pur¬ 
pose (also fig., as limelight). Hence 
'—'’less, ~t'Y2, aa., ~'lessLY2 adv., 
~'1cssness, ~t'iNESS, nn. [ME = MDu. 
spotte, spot, ON spotti] 

spot2, v.t. & i. (-tt-). 1. Mark, stain, soil, 
with spots (lit., & fig. of character etc.); 
(of material etc.) be (liable to be) marked 
with spots. 2. (eolloq.). Single out 
beforehand (winner of race etc., horse 
etc. as winner for event); detect, recog¬ 
nize nationality etc. of, as ~ted him 
at once as an American, can always ~ a 
dun. 3. (mil.). Locate (enemy's position), 
esp. from the air; whence ^t'ER1 n., 
airman detailed for such work, also per¬ 
son trained in aircraft recognition. 
4. (p.p.). Marked with spots, esp. in 
names of animals; || ~ted dog (si.), =plum 

duff; ~ ted fever, cerebro-spinal meningitis. 
Hence ~t'edNESS n. [ME, f. prec.] 

spouse (-z), n. Husband or wife. [ME & 
OF sp(o)us, sp(o)use, varr. of OF espus 
masc., -se fern., f. L p.p. of spondere, see 
ESPOUSE] 

spout, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Discharge, issue, 
forcibly in a jet, as blood ~s from wound, 
wounds ~ blood, whale ~s water-, utter 
(verses etc., or abs.) in declamatory 
manner, speechify; (si.) pawn. 2. n. Pro¬ 
jecting tube through which liquid etc. is 
poured from teapot, kettle, gutter of 
roof, etc.; sloping trough down which 
thing' may be shot into receptacle, esp. 
shoot in pawnbroker’s shop, as his watch 
is up the ~ (in pawn); jet, column, of 
liquid or grain etc.; water1—; (also ~- 
-hole) spiracle of whale. Hence ~'er1 n., 
~'less a. [ME, of doubtful orig.; cf. Du. 
spuit, MDu. spouten; stem sput- also in 
ON spyta spit2] 

sprag, n. Billet of wood or similar device 
for checking wheel of car etc. [orig. 
unkn.] 

sprain, v.t., & n. 1. Wrench (ankle, wrist, 
etc.) violently so as to cause pain & 
swelling but not dislocation. 2. n. Such 
wrench, resulting inflammation & swell¬ 
ing. [17th c., of unkn. orig.] 

II spraints, n. pi. Otter’s dung. [ME, f. 
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OF espraintes f. espraindre squeeze out f. 
L Ex(primere = premcre press)] 

sprang. See spring1. 
sprat, n., & v.i. (-tt-)- 1. Small European 
herring-like fish much used as food; 
other kinds of fish, e.g. sand-eel, young 
herring; throw a ~ to catch a, herring or 
•mackerel or whale, risk a little to gain 
much; (joc.) thin child; II~-day, Nov. 9, 
on which ~ season begins in England. 
2. v.i. Fish for ~s, whence ~t,ER1, 
~t,lNQI, nn. [later form of OE sprot, 
= MDu., MLG sprot] 

sprawl, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Spread oneself, 
spread (one’s limbs), out in careless or 
ungainly way; (of writing, plant, etc.) 
be of irregular or straggling form; open 
out (troops) irregularly. 2. n. ~ir.g move¬ 
ment or attitude. [OE spreawlian, = 
NFris. spraweli] 

Spray1, n. Branch of tree with branchlets 
or flowers, esp. slender or graceful one, 
sprig of flowers or leaves; ornaments in 
similar form, as a ~ of diamonds etc.; ~- 
-drain, drain in field etc. made by filling 
trench with branches. Hence ~'ey1 a. 
[cf. clayey]. [ME, of unkn. orig.] 

spray2, n., & v.t. 1. Water or other liquid 
flying in small drops from force of wind, 
dashing of waves, or action of atomizer 
etc.; medical or other liquid preparation 
to be applied in this form with atomizer 
etc. 2. v.t. Throw (liquid, or abs.) in form 
of ~, sprinkle (object) thus, esp. fruit- 
-trees etc. with insecticides. 3. board (on 
boat’s gunwale to keep off ~). Hence 
~'er1(1, 2) n., ~'ey2 a. [n. (17th c.) app. 
rel. to MDu. sprayen, = MHG spreejen, 
to sprinkle] 

spread1 (-6d), v.t. & i. (spread). 1. Extend 
the surface of, cause to cover larger 
surface, by unrolling, unfolding, smear¬ 
ing, flattening out, etc., (fig.) display 
thus to eye or mind, as peacock ~s its tail, 
~ oneself (si., = talk bumptiously), ~ a 
banner, ~ out a rug on the grass, ~ butter 
on bread, map lay ~ out on the. table, the 
view ~ out before us, whence ~'er1(2) n. 
2. Show extended or extensive surface, 
as river here out to a ividth of half a 
mile, on every side ~ a vast desert, ~ing 
yews. 3. Diffuse, be diffused, as his name 
~ fear in every quarter, rumour ~ from 
mouth to mouth, has ~ a malicious report. 
4. Cover surface of, as slices of bread ~ 
with jam, a table ~ with every luxury, 
meadow ~ with daisies. 5. ~ eagle, figure 
of eagle with legs & wings extended as 
seen on coins etc., skating movement on 
both inside edges at once one forward 
& the other back, (colloq.) fowl split open 
down the back & broiled, (naut.) person 
lashed in rigging -with arms and legs ~ 
out as punishment, (v.t., ~-eapZe) lash 
(man) thus, ~ out, outrun, (adj., ~-eagle) 
bombastic, esp. noisily patriotic, whence 
~ -ea'gleism n. 6. ~-over (system), elasticity 
in accommodating restricted work-hours 

to special needs. [OE spresdan, MDu., 
MLG spreden. OHG spreitan; ult. orig. 
unkn.] 

spread2 (-Sd), n. Spreading; capability of 
expanding, as inferior to the eagle in ~ of 
wings; increased bodily girth, as middle- 
-age(d) ~; breadth, compass, as arches of 
equal ~; diffusion (of education etc.); 
(colloq.) feast, meal, as had no end of a~ ; 
•(commerc.) difference between cost of 
manufacture & selling price, [f. prec. ] 

spree, n., & v.i. Lively frolic, bout of 
drinking etc., as is on the (having a) 
buying ~, bout of lavish spending; (v.i.) 
have a ~. [19th-c. si., orig. unkn.] 

II sprent, a. (arch.). Sprinkled, over¬ 
spread, (with drops, particles, etc.), [p.p. 
of ohs. sprenge f. OE sprengan make 
spring 1 ] 

sprig, n., & v.t. (-gg-). 1. Small branch, 
shoot; ornament of ~ form ; small taper¬ 
ing headless tack; (usu. dcrog.) youth, 
young man, as who is this a ~ of (the) 
nobility. 2. v.t. Ornament with ~s, as 

ged muslin. 3. ~'tail, kinds of duck & 
grouse with pointed tail. Hence ~g'v2 
(-g-) a. [sense nail f. 14th, shoot f. loth, 
c.; two unrelated wds of unkn. orig. ] 

spright'l|y (-it-), a. Vivacious, lively, gay. 
Hence ~iNESS n. [f. spright, var. of 
sprite + -ly 1 ] 

spring1, v.t. & t. (sprang, sprung). 1. 
Leap, jump, move rapidly or suddenly, 
(often up, down, out, over, through, away, 
back, etc.), as sprang (up) from his seat, 
sprang through the gap, at his throat, to 
their assistance, blood sprang to her cheeks. 
2. Move rapidly as from constrained posi¬ 
tion or by action of a spring, as branch 
sprang back, door sprang to. 3. Come into 
being (usu. ~ up), arise (often from 
source), appear, as a breeze sprang up, 
the piers from which the arches ~, is sprung 
from or of a royal stock, the buds are 
~ing, the belief has sprung up, his actions 
~ from a false conviction; (to person 
arriving suddenly or unexpectedly or 
whose presence is only now realized) 
where do or did you ~ from? 4. (Of wood) 
warp; (t. & i. of wood) split, crack, as 
bat is or has sprung, have sprung my 
racket. 5. p.p. (colloq.). Tipsy. 6. House 
(game) from earth or covert. 7. Cause to 
act suddenly by means of a spring, 
produce or develop suddenly or unex¬ 
pectedly, as ~ a trap, has sprung a new 
theory, loves to ~ surprises on us. 8. Pro¬ 
vide (motor vehicle etc.) with springs 
(usu. as p.p.). 9. Cause (mine) to burst. 
10. (naut.). (Of ship) ~ a butt, loosen end 
of plank by labouring in heavy sea, 
~ a leak, develop leak from starting of 
timbers, || ~ the or her luff, yield to helm 
& sail nearer to wind. [OE, OS, OHG 
springan, ON springa] 

spring2, n. 1. Leap, as took a ~, rose with 
a 2. Season in which vegetation 
begins, the first season cf the year, 
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(astron., from vernal equinox to summer 
solstice). 3. Place where water or oil 
wells up from earth, basin so formed, as 
hot, mineral, ~s. 4. Backward movement 
from constrained position, recoil, e.g. of 
bow. 5. Elasticity, as his muscles have no 
~ in them. 6. Elastic contrivance usu. of 
bent or coiled metal used esp. as motive 
power in clockwork etc. or for preventing 
jar as in vehicle, as bow ~ (bow-shaped), 
CEE ~, air or pneumatic ~ (working by 
compression of air), ir.\nt-~, main2~. 
7. (fig.). Motive actuating person etc., 
source, origin, as the ~s of human action, 
the custom had its ~ in another country. 
8. Upward curve of beam etc. from 
horizontal line. 9. Starting of plank. 
10. Springing of leak. 11. Mooring-rope. 
12. pi. Period of ~ tide. 13. ~ balance 
(measuring weight by tension of ~); ~- 
-beam, beam stretching across wide space 
without intermediate support, elastic bar 
used as ~ in tilt-hammer etc.; ~ bed, 
mattress, mattress formed of spiral ~s in 
wooden frame; ~-board, elastic board 
giving impetus in leaping, diving, etc.; 
~-carriage, -cart (mounted on ~s); ~- 
-cleanx.t., clean (house, room) thoroughly, 
esp. in ~; —cleaning n.; ~ gun (con¬ 
trived to go off when trespasser or animal 
stumbles on it); ~-halt, convulsive move¬ 
ment of horse’s hind leg in walking; 
~ tide, high tide occurring shortly after 
new & full moon in each month; ~'(ide 
(poet.), season of ~~ water (from 
~, opp. to river or rain water). Hence 
~'less,•—''like, aa., ~'let n. [OE, f. prec. ] 

II spring'al(d), n. (arch.). Youngster. 
[15th c., pcrh. f. spring1] 

spring'bok, n. S.-Afr. gazelle with habit 
of springing in play or when alarmed; 
S~s, (nickname for) S. Africans, S.- 
-African football team etc. [Afrikaans] 

springe (-j), n. Noose, snare, for small 
game. [ME, app. repr. OE *sprency, rel. 
to obs. sprenge factitive f. spring1] 

spring'er, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
(arciiit.) part of arch where curve begins, 
lowest stone of this part, bottom stone 
of coping of gable, rib of groined roof 
or vault; kind of field spaniel used to 
spring game; grampus; springbok. [-ER1] 

spring' |y, a. (Of movement or substance) 
elastic. Hence ~Iness n. [-Y2] 

sprinkle (spring'kl), v.t. & i., & n. 1. 
Scatter (liquid, ashes, crumbs, etc.) in 
small drops or particles, whence sprink- 
1er1(2) n.; subject (ground, object) to 
sprinkling (with liquid etc.); (of liquid 
etc.) fall thus on. 2. n. Light shower (of 
rain etc.), so sprink'liNG1^) n. (esp., 
fig., a few here & there of). [ME also 
sprenkle, rel. to Du. sprenkelen, LG 
sprinlceln, MDu. sprenkel, sprinkel] 

sprint, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Run short 
distance, run (specified distance), at full 
speed. 2. n. Such run. Hence ~'eri n. 
[f. early Scand. *sprinta, cf. ON sprclta] 

sprit, n. Small spar reaching diagonally 
from mast to upper outer corner of sail; 

sail (-sal, -si), sail extended by ~, 
(formerly) sail extended by yard set 
under bowsprit. [OE spreot pole, MDu., 
MLG spriet, spret, cogn. w. sprout] 

sprite, n. Elf, fairy, goblin. [ME, f. OF 
esprit, or similarly reduced f. OF esperit(e), 
AF spirit(e) spirit] 

sprock'et, n. Each of several teeth on 
wheel engaging with links of chain; — 
-wheel, such wheel, e.g. for engaging 
bicycle chain. [10th c., of unkn. orig.] 

sprout, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Begin to grow, 
shoot forth, put forth shoots; spring up, 
grow to a height; produce by ~ing, as has 
~ed horns, a moustache. 2. n. Shoot of 
plant; Brussels~s. [OE *sprulan, MDu., 
MLG spruten, MHG spriezen; rel. to OE 
spryltan ] 

spruce1 (-oos), a., & v.t. 1. Neat in dress 
& appearance, trim, smart. 2. v.t. 
Smarten (oneself etc., usu. up). Hence 
~'ly2 adv.,~'NESS n. [peril, f. foil., in the 
collocation spruce (leather) jerkin] 

spruce2 (-oos), n. Coniferous tree related 
to pine; (also ~ fir) kinds of fir; —beer 
(made from leaves and small branches of 
~, useful as antiscorbutic), [alt. f. AF 
(ME, now obs.)Pruce Prussia; cf. med. L 
Sprue ia] 

sprue1 (-do), n. Passage through which 
metal is poured into mould; metal filling 
~. [19th c., of unkn. orig.] 

sprue2 (-do), n. Tropical disease (also 
psilosis) with ulcerated mucous mem¬ 
brane of mouth & chronic enteritis, [f. 
Du. spruw thrush2 (Indische spruw = 
psilosis) ] 

spruit (-rat), n. (S. Africa). A small 
watercourse, usu. almost dry except in 
the wet season. [Du. spruit cogn. w. 
sprout] 

sprung. See spring1. 
spry, a. (~er, ~es(). Active, lively. [18th 
c., dial. & U.S., of unkn. orig.] 

spud, n., & v.t. (-dd-). 1. Kinds of small 
spade for cutting roots of weeds etc.; 
short thick thing, whence ~d'Y2 a.; (si.) 
potato. 2. v.t. Remove (weeds, often up, 
out) with ~. [ME ; orig. unkn. ] 

II spud'dle, v.i. (dial.). Dig lightly, dig 
about, (of amateur gardeners etc.), [orig. 
alt. of puddle; now assoc, w. prec. ] 

spue. See spew. 
spum|e, n., & v.i. Froth, foam. Hence 
~es'cENCE, ~'Iness, nn., ~es'cext, ~'ous, 
~'y2, aa. [ME, f. OF (e)spume or L 
spuma] 

spun. See spin1. 
spunge. (Arch, for) sponge. 
spunk, n. (colloq.). Courage, mettle, 
spirit; anger. Hence ~'y2 a. [16th c. 
‘spark, tinder’, prob. rel. to obs. funk & 
TUNK2] 

spur, n., & v.t. & i. (-it-). 1. Pricking 
instrument with point or (also rowel-~) 
rowel worn on horseman’s heel (put or 
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set ~s to, = ~ vb ; need the ~, be sluggish, 
also of persons); win one’s ~s, (liist.) gain 
knighthood, (fig.) gain distinction, make 
a name; (fig.) stimulus, incentive; on 
the ~ of the moment, impromptu, on a 
momentary impulse; <—shaped thing, 
e.g. hard projection on cock’s leg, steel 
point fastened to this in cockfight, pro¬ 
jection from mountain (range), climbing- 
-iron, wall crossing part of rampart and 
joining it to interior work, slender hollow 
projection from some part of flower. 2. 
II ~ royal, coin of James I bearing ~like 
sun with rays; ~ -wheel, cog-wheel with 
radial teeth; ~'wort, plant with whorls of 
leaves like rowel of ~. 3. vb. Prick (horse) 
with '—'S (~ a willing horse, fig., be need¬ 
lessly importunate), incite (person on to 
effort, to do, etc.), furnish (person, boots, 
gamecock, esp. in p.p.) with ~s; (intr.) 
ride hard (on, forward, etc.). Hence 
~'less a. [OE spora, spura, OS spora, 
OHG sporo, ON spori; cf. spurn] 

spurge, n. Kinds of plant with acrid 
milky juice. [ME, f. OF espurge (espurgier 
purge, as expurgate)] 

spur'ious, a. Not genuine, not being 
what it pretends to be, not proceeding 
from the pretended source, as ~ coin, 
(reading in) MS., affection-, (zool.) re¬ 
sembling an organ etc. but not having 
its function, having the function of organ 
etc. but morphologically different, as ~ 
eyes, legs. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. 
L spurivs + -ous] 

II spurl'ing-line, n. (naut.). Line from 
steering-wheel to telltale in cabin for 
showing position of helm. [orig. unkn.] 

spurn, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Repel, thrust 
back, with foot; (also arch. ~ at) reject 
with disdain, treat with contempt, (offer, 
advances, person, etc.). 2. n. ~ing, con¬ 
temptuous rejection. [OE spurnan, 
spnrnan, prob. f. stem of spur] 

spur'rier (or spu-), n. Spur-maker, [-ier] 
spii'rry, -rey, n. Kinds of herb of pink 
family, esp. corn-~, a weed in cornfield 
etc. [f. Du. spurrie, prob. rel. to med. L 
spergula, ] 

spurt1, v.i., & n. (Make) short sudden 
violent effort esp. in racing, [var. of 
spirt in same sense] 

spurt2. See spirt. 
sput'nik (-dot-), n. Russian earth 
satellite. [Russ., = travelling com¬ 
panion ] 

sputt'er, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Emit with 
spitting sound; speak, utter, (words, 
threats, a language, etc.) rapidly or 
incoherently; speak in hurried or vehe¬ 
ment fashion (often at person etc.). 2. n. 
Such speech. Hence ~erx n., ~ingLY2 
adv. [10th c., = Du. sputteren, imit.] 

sput'um, n. (pi. -ta). Saliva, spittle; 
expectorated matter esp. as diagnostic of 
disease. [L, neut. p.p. of spuere spit] 

spy, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Person who goes, 
esp. in disguise, into enemy’s camp or 

territory to inspect works, watch move¬ 
ments, etc., & report the result; person 
who keeps (esp. secret) watch on move¬ 
ments of others, as refuse to be a ~ on his 
conduct. 2. v.t. Discern, make out, esp. 
by careful observation, as spied a horse¬ 
man approaching, is quick at ~ing his 
neighbours’ faults, I ~ strangers ; ~ out, 
explore secretly, discover by this means; 
(v.i.) play the ~, keep close & secret 
watch (upon person, movements, etc,., 
into secret etc.); glass, small telescope; 
~'hole, peep-hole. [ME spie n., spien vb, 
f. OF espie n., espier vb espy ] 

squab (-5b), a., adv., & n. 1. Short & fat, 
squat, whence ~b'Y2 (-0-) a. 2. adv. 
With heavy fall, as come down ~ on the 
floor. 3. n. Short fat person; young esp. 
unfledged pigeon; stuffed cushion; otto¬ 
man; ~-chick, unfledged bird; ~ pie, 
pigeon-pie, pie of mutton, onions, & 
apples. [17th c., of unkn. orig.; cf. obs. 
quab shapeless thing, Sw. dial, squdbba, 
Norw. dial, skvabb in similar senses] 

squa'bbl|e (-0-), v.i. & t., & n. 1. Engage 
in petty or noisy quarrel (with person 
about thing); (print.) disarrange (com¬ 
posed type). 2. n. Petty or noisy quarrel. 
Hence ~er1 n. [prob. imit., cf. Sw. dial. 
skvabbel n. dispute] 

squacc'o, n. (pi. ~s). Small crested heron 
of S. Europe, Africa, & Asia. [f. It. 
sguacco ] 

squad (-od), n. (Mil.) small number of 
men assembled for drill etc. (~ drill, 
elementary); awkward ~ (of recruits not 
yet competent to take place in regimental 
line, also fig.); small party of persons; 
flying [f. F escovade var. of esquadre 
f. It. squadra square] 

squa'dron (-6d-), n., & v.t. 1. Principal 
division of cavalry regiment or mechan¬ 
ized formation, consisting of two troops. 
2. Any orderly body of persons. 3. De¬ 
tachment of warships employed on 
particular service, as flying ~ (equipped 
for rapid cruising). 4. Unit of Royal Air 
Force (10 to 18 machines); leader 
(see air1 Force). 5. v.t. Form (men) into 
~s. [f. It. squadrone (prec., -oon)] 

II squail, n. (PI.) game with small wooden 
discs (~s) on round table or board (■— 
-board), [orig. unkn.] 

II squail'er, n. Stick with leaded knob for 
striking or throwing at squirrels etc. [f. 
dial, squail strike with —b -er 1 ] 

squa'lid (-51-), a. Dirty, mean, poor, in 
appearance. Hence or cogn. ~ity (-Id-), 
~ness, squa'lOR1, nn., ~ly2 adv., (-01). 
[f. L squalidus (squalere be stiff or dirty, 
-ID1)] 

squall (-awl), v.i. & t., & n. 1. Cry out, 
scream, violently as in fear or pain; utter 
in screaming or discordant voice. Hence 
~'er1 n. 2. n. Sudden & violent gust 
or successive gusts of wind, esp. with 
rain or snow or sleet (arched ~, ~ occur¬ 
ring near equator with sudden collection 
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of black clouds in form of arch & usu. 
violent thunderstorm; black —, with dark 
cloud; while, —, arising in fair weather 
without formation of clouds), whence 
~'Y2 (-aw-) a..; look out for —s, (fig.) be on 
one’s guard against danger or trouble; 
[f. the vb] discordant cry, scream, [imit.] 

squaToid, a. Like a shark, [f. L squalus, 
kind of sea-fish, (mod. L) genus of sharks, 
+ -oid ] 

squam'la, n. (hot., zool.; pi. —ac). Scale, 
scalelike feather or part of bone. Hence 
or cogn. ~l-, ~o-, comb, forms, ■~~ose1, 
~ous, aa., ~ule n. [L] 

squa'nder (-6n-), v.t. Spend (money, 
time, etc.) wastefully; dissipate (fortune 
etc.) thus. Hence ~er 1 n., ~ingLY2 adv., 
~man'ia n. (craze for extravagant ex¬ 
penditure). [10th c., of unkn. orig. ] 

square, n., a., adv., & v.t. & i. 1. Equi¬ 
lateral rectangle; object (approximately) 
of this shape; (usu. quadrilateral) area 
planted with trees etc. or ornamentally 
laid out & surrounded with buildings esp. 
dwelling-houses, as Trafalgar S-, Bussell 
S-, lives in the next — ; block of buildings 
bounded by four streets; L-shaped or 
(T—) T-shaped instrument for obtaining 
or testing right angles; out of —, not at 
right angles; standard, pattern, (usu. fig., 
& arch. exc. on the —, fairly, honestly, as 
can be trusted to act on the —, by the —, 
exactly); product of a number multiplied 
by itself, as the — of 9 is 81, of x2 is x4, 
9 is a perfect — (lias rational root); body 
of infantry drawn up in rectangular form, 
hollow— (hist.), so drawn up with space in 
middle; (also word—) set of words (to be 
guessed from description &) arranged in 
a ~ so as to read alike across & down¬ 
wards (e.g. cab ace bed); (si.) old-fashioned 
person; magic ~ ; 100 ~ ft as measure of 
flooring etc. 2. adj. Of ~ shape; ~ foot, 
inch, etc., (area equal to that of) ~ whose 
side is a foot, inch, etc.; ~ measure (ex¬ 
pressed in~ feet etc.); a table 4 ft — has 
an area of 16 — ft; rectangular, as table 
with — corners; at right angles to; — 
number, — of an integer, e.g. 1, 4. 9, 16, 
etc.; ~ root of a given number, number of 
which it is the ~, as the — root of 9 is 3, of 
xa is x3, of 2 is irrational; ~ dance, game 
(in which four couples, players, face in¬ 
wards from four sides); having the breadth 
more nearly equal to the length or height 
than is usual, as a man of — frame; 
angular, not round, as ~ peg in round 
hole1, has a — jaw; properly arranged, in 
good order, as must tidy up <£• get things — ; 
thorough, uncompromising, as was met 
with a — refusal, made a — meal; fair, 
honest, as his play is not always quite —, 
a — deal, fair bargain, fair treatment; (si.) 
old-fashioned; be on the he a free¬ 
mason; on a proper footing, even, quits, 
as am now — with all the world, get — with 
(pay, compound with) our creditors; (golf) 
they were — or all — (had won the same 

squat 

number of holes) at the turn. 3. —built, of 
comparatively broad shape; || —'face (sh), 
gin; *—'head, Scandinavian in U.S. or 
Canada; ~ leg (crick.), fielder at some 
distance on batsman’s leg-side & nearly 
opposite wicket, his place, as was put at 
~ leg; —-rigged, with principal sails at 
right angles to length of ship & ex¬ 
tended by horizontal yards slung to mast 
by the middle, opp. to fore-dk-aft rigged; 
~ sail, four-coruered sail extended on 
yard slung to mast by middle; —-shoul¬ 
dered, with broad & not sloping shoulders, 
esp. opp. to round-shouldered; —-toed, 
(having boots) with ~ toes, (fig.) formal, 
prim; •—toes, ~-toed person. Hence 
~'ly2 (-rl-) adv., ~'ness (-rn-) n., squar- 
ish 1 a. 4. adv. ~ly, as sat — on his seat, 
hit him — on the jaw, do yoxi think he plays 
— (fair)?, fair2 & —. 5. vb. Make ~; 
make rectangular, give rectangular edges 
to (timber); multiply (number) by itself, 
as 3 —d is 9, x—d is written x2; adjust, 
make or be suitable to or consistent with, 
reconcile, as decline to — my conduct to or 
with his interests, his practice does not — 
or he does not — his practice with his 
principles; settle, pay, (bill etc.), esp. ~ 
accounts with (fig. have revenge on), (abs. 
in some senses) ~ up; (colloq.) pay, esp. 
bribe, as can you — the porter?, has been 
—d to hold h.is tongue; secure acquiescence 
etc. of (person) thus; assume attitude of 
boxer, move up to (person) thus; ~ up to 
difficulties or problems, face and tackle 
them resolutely; ~ the circle, construct ~ 
equal in area to given circle, express area 
of circle exactly in ~ measure, (fig.) per¬ 
form demonstrable impossibility; (golf) 
make the score of (a match) equal, make 
the scores equal; (naut.) lay (yards) at 
right angles with keel making them at 
same time horizontal, get (dead-eyes) 
horizontal, get (ratlines) horizontal & 
parallel to one another; away, tidy up 
(orig. naut.). [ME, f. OE esquarre etc., n., 
esquarrer vb ; esquarre p.p. adj.; f. pop. L 
*nx(quadra n., -are vb, square; cf. 
QTTADRT-)] 

squa'rrose, -ous, (-5r-), aa. (hot., zool.). 
Rough with scalelike processes, [f. L 
squarrosus scurfy, scabby] 

II squars'on, n. (joc.). Squire & parson in 

one. [portmanteau wd] 

squash1 (-6-), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Crush, 

squeeze flat or into pulp; pack tight, 

crowd; (fig.) silence (person) with crush¬ 

ing retort; squeeze one’s way (into etc.). 

2. n. ~ed thing or mass, whence ~'Iness 

n., ~'y2 a.; crowd, crowded assembly; 

(sound of) fall of soft body; (also ~ 

rackets) game played with rackets & soft 

hall in fives-court; lemon 1 ~; ~ hat (of 

soft felt etc.), [f. OF esquasser f. pop. L 
*EX(quassare see quash)] 

squash2 (-o-), n. Kinds of gourd, [f. 

Amor. -Ind. aslcutasquash) 
squat (-ot), v.i. & t. (-tt-), a., & n. 1. Sit 
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on ground etc. with knees drawn up & 
heels close to or touching hams, crouch 
with hams resting on hacks of heels; put 
(oneself, person) into this position; (of 
animals) crouch close to ground; (colloq.) 
sit (down, on, etc.). 2. adj. In ~ting 
posture; (of person etc.) short & thick, 
dumpy. 3. n. ~ting posture; *hot ~ (si.), 
electric chair; ~ person. [ME; (adj. & 
n. f. vb) f. OF esquatir flatten (es- ex- 

+ quatir f. L coactus, see cogent)] 

squa'tter (-6t-), n. In vbl senses; also: 
(Austral.) person who gets right of pas¬ 
turage from government on easy terms, 
also, any stock-owner; person who settles 
on new esp. public land without title; 
person who takes unauthorized possession 
of unoccupied premises, [f. prec.+-ER1] 

squaw, n. Amer.-Indian woman or wife; 
~-man, white married to ~. [Amer.-Ind. 
squaws, squa, etc. ] 

squawk, v.i., & n. 1. (Chiefly of birds) 
utter harsh cry of pain or fear. 2. n. Such 
cry. [unit.] 

squeak, v.i. & t., & n. I. Utter short 
shrill cry as of mouse or unoiled hinge; 
utter (words) shrilly; (si.) turn informer, 
peach. 2. n. Short shrill sound, whence 
~'ily2 adv., ~'Y2 a.; (narrow) ~, narrow 
escape, success barely attained; bubble 

[ME ; imit., cf. Sw. sqvdka croak] 
squeak'er, n. In vbl senses; also, young 
bird esp. pigeon, [-er1] 

squeal, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Utter shrill cry as 
of child from pain, fear, anger, joy, etc.; 
utter (words) thus; (si.) protest excitedly 
e.g. against taxation; (si.) turn informer; 
make one ~ (si.), blackmail him. 2. n. 
Shrill cry of child, pig, etc. [ME; imit. ] 

squeal'er, n. In vbl senses; also, young 
bird esp. pigeon, [-er1] 

squeam'ish, a. Easily nauseated; fasti¬ 
dious, overnice, overscrupulous in ques¬ 
tions of propriety, honesty, etc. Hence 
~ly2 adv., <—'Ness n. [ME var. of (now 
dial.) squeamous, f. AF escoymo(u)s, of 
unkn. orig. ] 

squee'gee (or -e'), squil'gee, nn., & vv.t. 
1. Rubber-edged implement for sweeping 
wet deck or road; small similar instru¬ 
ment or roller used in photography. 
2. v.t. Treat with ~. [squeegee perh. f. 
squeege, strengthened form of squeeze; 
squil- unexpl. var. ] 

squeeze, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Exert pressure 
upon (sponge, lemon, etc.) esp. in order 
to extract moisture, compress with hand 
or between two bodies, as ~ person’s 
hand (as sign of sympathy, affection, 
etc.), orange (fig.), person, thing, from 
whom or which no more is to be had, 
was ~d to death in the crowd; thrust (one- 
self, person, thing, into vehicle, room, etc., 
out of, etc.) forcibly; make one’s way by 
squeezing (into etc.); harass by exactions, 
extort money etc. from; constrain, bring 
pressure to bear on, as could ~ the govern¬ 
ment to any extent; get (money etc. out of 

person etc.) by extortion, entreaty, etc.; 
produce with effort (a tear etc.); take 
impression of (coin etc.) esp. with sheets 
of damp paper or prepared wax. 2. n. 
Application of pressure, as gave him a ~ 
(of the hand); crowd, crush, as we all got in, 
but it was a (tight) ~; a restriction; im¬ 
pression of coin etc., esp. as above; 
forced exaction by Asian official, illicit 
commission, percentage on goods pur¬ 
chased extorted by native servant. 3. ~ 
play, (bridge) leading winning cards until 
opponent is forced to discard important 
card, (baseball) hitting bail short to infield 
to enable runner on third base to get home 
as soon as ball is pitched. Hence squeez- 
anii/iTY m, squeez'ABLE a. [c. 1600, perh. 
strengthened form of (15th c., now obs.) 
quease, of unkn. orig.; cf. obs. squiss, 
squize ] 

squeez'er, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
machine for expressing air-bubbles etc. 
from puddled iron; (pi.) playing-cards 
with value shown at top right-hand corner 
so that they need not be opened out. 
[ -ER1 ] 

squelch, v.t. & i., & n. (colloq.). 1. Stamp 
on, crush flat, put an end to; disconcert, 
silence; make sucking sound as of hoof 
drawn out of thick mud. 2. n. Act or 
sound of ~ing. [imit.] 

squib, n., & v.t. & i. (-bb-). 1. Firework 
thrown by hand & exploding like rocket 
or burning with hissing sound; tube of 
gunpowder used to fire a charge; short 
satirical composition, lampoon. 2. vb. 
Write, attack with, lampoons. [16th c., 
of unkn. orig.; perh. imit. ] 

squid1, n., & v.i. (-dd-). I. Kind of cuttle- 
-ftsh used as bait; kinds of artificial bait. 
2. v.i. Fish with ~. [17th c., of unkn. 
orig. ] 

squid2, n. Anti-submarine mortar with 
several barrels firing depth-charges ahead 
of ship. [orig. unkn.] 

|| squiff'er, n. (si.). Concertina, [orig. 
unkn.] 

squlff'y, a. (si.). Slightly drunk, [fanci¬ 
ful] 

squilgee. See squeegee. 

squill, n. Plant of lily family; its bulb, 
used as diuretic, purgative, etc.; (also 
~-fish) a crustacean, [f. L squilla f. Gk 
slcilla] 

squinch, n. Straight or arched structure 
across interior angle of square tower as 
support for side of octagon, [var. of obs. 
scunch abbr. of scuncheon] 

squint, v.i. & t., n., & a. 1. Have the eyes 
turned in different directions, have 
strabismus; look obliquely (at etc.); 
close (eyes) quickly, hold (eyes) half-shut. 
Hence ~'ER1 n. 2. n. Affection of eyes 
in which their axes are differently 
directed, as has a fearful ~; stealthy or 
sidelong glance; (colloq.) glance, look, as 
let’s have ct~ at it; leaning, inclination, 
(to, towards, policy etc.); oblique opening 
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through wall of church affording view of 

altar. 3. adj. ~ing, looking different 

ways; —-eyed, (fig.) malignant. [vb 

aphetic f. asquint; n. f. adj. or vb; adj. 

f. obs. squint adv. (f. asquint) or inferred 

f. —-eyed] 
squire, n., & v.t. 1. Country gentleman, 

esp. the chief landed proprietor in a 
district; woman’s escort or gallant; ~ of 
dames, man who is attentive to or fre¬ 
quents company of women; attendant 
on knight (hist.). 2. v.t. (Of man) attend 
upon, escort, (woman). Hence ~'nooD, 
~'LET,~'LING1,~'SHIP, nn.,~'LY1a. [ME, 
f. OF esquier esquire] 

squir(e)'|archy (-kl), n. Government by, 
influence of, landed proprietors esp. be¬ 
fore Reform Bill of 1832; the class of 
landed proprietors, so ~arch (-k) n. 
Hence ~dl*chAi, ~£frch'iCAL, aa., (-k-). 
[f. prec. + Gk -arkhia rule f. arkho] 

]| squireen', n. Small landed proprietor 
esp. in Ireland, [f. squire + -een dim. 
suf. ] 

squirm, v.i., & n. 1. Wriggle, writhe; 
(fig.) show, feel, embarrassment or dis¬ 
comfiture. 2. n. Wriggling movement; 
(naut.) twist in rope. limit.] 

squi'rrel, n. Kinds of rodent of arboreal 
habits with bushy tail carried over back 
& pointed ears; barking —, prairie-dog; 
—-fish, kinds of fish covered with sharp 
spines; <—hawk, large hawk preying on 
~s; —-monkey, marmoset & other small 
monkeys; —-tail, kinds of grass allied 
to barley. [ME, f. AF esquirel, OF -eul, 
f. Rom. *scuriolus, dim. of L f. Gk 
skiouros] 

squirt, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Eject (liquid, 
powder) in a jet as from syringe; (of 
liquid etc.) be discharged thus. 2. n. 
Syringe; jet of water etc.; (also —-gun) 
kind of toy syringe; (colloq.) insignificant 
self-assertive fellow. [ME, prob. imit.; 
cf. LG swirtjen, EFris. kwirtjen] 

squish, n. (colloq.). Marmalade, [imit.] 
squit, n. (si.). Small insignificant person, 

[cf. dial, squit vb ‘to squirt’, &c squirt in 
same sense] 

St. For St Andrew etc. see SAINT. 
Stab, v.t. & i. (-bb-), & n. 1. Pierce, 
wound, with (usu. short) pointed weapon 
e.g. knife or dagger; aim blow with such 
weapon {at); (fig.) inflict sharp pain on 
(person, his feelings, conscience, etc.), aim 
blow at (reputation, person, etc.); ~ (vb 
& n.) in the back, slander; roughen (brick 
wall) with pick before plastering. 2. n. 
Blow, thrust, with knife etc., wound thus 
made, blow or pain inflicted on person’s 
feelings; (si.) an attempt, try. Hence 
~b'ERl n. [n. 15th c., vb 16th c., rel. to 
syn. (now dial.) siob vb, prob. f. stob, 
cogn. w. STUB] 

StSb'dt Mat’er (or stah-, mah-), n. 
(Musical setting for) Latin hymn on 
agony of the Virgin Mary at the cruci¬ 
fixion. [f. the opening wds, L slabat 

mater dolorosa ‘ Stood the Mother, full of 
grief ’) 

sta'ble1, a. Firmly fixed or established, 
not easily to be moved or changed or 
destroyed, as doubt whether the structure 
is —; firm, resolute, not wavering nor 
fickle, as the only — politician of his day; 
— equilibrium. Hence or cogn. sta- 
bil'ity, stSbillzA'TiON (also, esp.) main¬ 
tenance of the purchasing power of a 
country’s currency by fixing its value in 
terms of gold, ~ness, nn., st&b'iliZE(3) 
v.t., stSb'ilizER1 n. (esp., one of a pair 
of retractable fins on sides of sliip’s hull 
below water-line to prevent rolling, air¬ 
craft’s horizontal tailplaue), sta'bLY2 
adv. [ME, f. AF stable, OF eslable f. L 
stabilis (stare stand, see -ble)] 

sta'ble2, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Building set 
apart & adapted for lodging & feeding 
horses or (less usu.) cattle; racehorses of 
particular ~; (pi., mil.) duty or work in 
the~s, (also) = r—call; augean~s;—boy, 
-man (-mn), (employed in ~); <—call, 
cavalry signal for grooming & watering 
horses; —-companion, horse of same ~, 
(colloq.) member of same school, club, 
etc. 2. v.t. Put, keep, (horse) in ~, as 
where can wc — our horses?; (v.i., of horse 
etc., fig. of person) be ~d, as must — where 
they can. [ME, f. OF eslable f. L slabulum 
(stare stand) ] 

stab'ling, n. In vbl senses of prec., esp. 
accommodation for horses etc. [-ing1] 

II stab'lish, v.t. (arch.). Fix firmly, 
establish, set up. [var. of establish] 

stacca'to (-aht-), a. & adv. (To be played) 
in abrupt sharply detached manner, cf. 
legato ; ~ mark, dot above or below ~ 
note. [It.] 

stack, n., & v.t. 1. Circular or rectangular 
pile of grain in sheaf or of hay, straw, 
etc., usu. with sloping thatched top; 
—-funnel, pyramidal frame ventilating 
centre of ~; —stand (on which ~ is 
built for dryness & exclusion of vermin); 
(as measure of wood) pile of 108 cub. ft; 
pile, heap, of anything; (colloq.) large 
quantity, as have —s, a whole —, of work 
to get through first; pyramidal group of 
rifles, pile; number of chimneys standing 
together; isolated tall factory chimney; 
(also smoke—) chimney, funnel, of loco¬ 
motive or steamer; || high detached 
rock esp. off coast of Scotland & Orkneys. 
2. v.t. Pile in ~; arrange (cards) secretly 
for cheating; instruct to fly round at 
different levels (aircraft waiting to land 
at aerodrome); ~ (= pile3) arms. [ME, f. 
ON slakkr haystack] 

stac'te, n. A sweet spice used by ancient 
Jews in making incense. [ME, f. L f. Gk 
stakte (stazo drip)] 

stactom'eter, n. Tube for measuring a 
liquid in drops, [f. Gk staktos vbl adj. 
f. stazo drip 4- -meter] 

stad'ium, n. (pi. -ia). 1. (Gk ant.) measure 
of length, about 202 yds; course for 
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foot-race and chariot-race. 2. Modern 
athletic or sports ground. 3. (med.). 
Stage, period, of disease. 4. Interval 
between moults of an insect. [L, f. Gk 
stadion (sta- stand)] 

stad(t)'holder (stahd-, staht-, sta-), n. 
(hist.). Viceroy or governor of province 
or town in Netherlands; chief magistrate 
of United Provinces. Hence ~smp n. 
[f. Du. stadhouder deputy (stad stead + 
houder holder) ] 

staff1 (-ahf), n. (pi. now ~s exc. mis. 
staves), & v.t. 1. Stick, pole, for use in 
walking or climbing or as weapon (now 
chiefly fig.), as bread is the ~ (support) of 
life, you are the ~ of his old age, QUARTER1- 
~. 2. This as sign of office or authority, 
as pastoral ~ (borne by or before bishop 
etc.). 3. Shaft, pole, as support or handle, 
as flag4~. 4. Stick used in surveying 
etc., esp. Jacob’s ~. 5. Kinds of instru¬ 
ment for taking altitude at sea, a.s back, 
cross, fore, -~. 6. Surgeon’s steel instru¬ 
ment for guiding knife into bladder. 
7. Token delivered to engine-driver on 
single-line railways as authority to pro¬ 
ceed over a given section of line (~ 
system, this method of working). 8. (mil.). 
Body of officers assisting officer in high 
command & concerned with army or 
regiment as a whole, as regimental ~; 

general ~ (at main headquarters of army, 
acting as personal ~ of commander-in- 
-chief); ~ captain, officer, (serving on ~); 
~ college (in which officers are prepared 
for ~ as opp. to regimental duties). 9. 
Body of persons carrying on work under 
manager etc., as editorial ~ of newspaper, 
diplomatic ~; those in authority, opp. 
students, pupils, etc.; whence (-)~ed2 

(-ahft) a. 10. (mus.). Set of five parallel 
lines on any one or between any two of 
which a note is placed to indicate its 
pitch; ~ notation (by means of ~, esp. 
opp. to tonic sol-fa). 11. v.t. Provide 
(institution etc.) with ~. [OE stcef, OS 
s/a/, OHG stab, ON stafr f. Gmc 
*stabhaz ] 

staff2 (-ahf), n. Mixture of plaster of 
Paris, cement, etc., as building-material, 
[orig. unkn. ] 

stag, n. 1. Male of red deer or of other 
large kinds of deer; bull castrated when 
(nearly)full-grown. 2. || (St. Exch.)person 
who applies for allotments in new con¬ 
cerns with a view to selling at once at a 
profit; || (si.) irregular dealer in stocks. 
3.'—beetle (with branched mandibles like 
~’s antlers); ~-evil, lockjaw in horses; 
~-horn, kinds of club-moss & coral; ~- 
hound, large kinds of hound hunting deer 
by sight or scent; —parly (of men only), 
[prob. repr. OE *stacga,*stagga, cf. doega 
dog, froega frog, *picga pig'] 

stagen. 1. Raised floor or platform, e.g. 
scaffold for workmen’s use in building, 
hanging ~ (suspended on ropes for 
painters’ use), landing-~ (at quay etc. 

for landing from vessel); surface on 
which object is placed for inspection 
through microscope. 2. Platform on 
which plays etc. are exhibited. 3. (fig.). 
The drama, dramatic art or literature, 
actor’s profession, as went on the 
became actor, the French ~. 4. (fig.). 
Scene of action, as quitted the~ of politics, 
the ~ of his operations, a target— opened 
to him. 5. Point or period in develop¬ 
ment etc., as reached a critical ~, at this 
~ an interruption occurred, passed through 
a long ~ of inactivity, is in the hoyden ~, 
larval ~. 6. Regular stopping-place in 
route, distance between two of these, as 
travelled by easy ~s, got down at the next 
~. 7. ~-coach, coach running regularly 
by *—-s between two places, ~-coaehman, 
driver of this; craft, skill or experience 
in writing or staging plays; ~ direction, 
written or printed instruction in play 
as to movement, position, tone, etc. of 
actor; ~ door, actors’ & workmen’s 
entrance at back of ~; ~ effect, effect 
produced in acting or on the ~, artificial 
or theatrical effect produced in real life; 
~ fever, inordinate desire to go on the ~; 
~ fright, nervousness on facing audience 
esp. for first time; ~ manager, person 
responsible for lighting and other mecha¬ 
nical arrangements, costumes, etc. of 
play; ~ rights, exclusive rights to perform 
particular play; ~-struck, struck with ~ 
fever; ~ whisper, aside, whisper meant 
to be heard by others than the person 
addressed. [ME, f. OF estage f. Rom. 
*stalicum (stare stand)] 

stage2, v.t. & i. Put (play) on stage; 
arrange to take place dramatically (~ a 
come 1-back, recovery); (of play) lend it¬ 
self to representation, as does not ~ well. 
[f. prec.] 

sta'ger, n. Old ~, experienced person, old 
hand, [stage1+ -ER1] 

stagg'ard, -t, n. Stag four years old. 
[ME; -ARD] 

stagg'er (-g-), v.i. & t., & n. 1. Walk or 
stand unsteadily, totter; hesitate, waver 
in purpose; cause to totter, as received a 
~ing blow; cause to liesi tate or waver, as 
the question ~ec/ him, his resolution-, ar¬ 
range in zigzag order, esp. set (spokes of 
wheel) leaning alternately to right & left; 
arrange (holidays, hours of work, etc.) 
so that they differ from those of others. 
Hence ~ingi,Y2 adv. 2. n. Tottering 
movement; (mech.) overhanging or slant¬ 
wise or zigzag arrangement of like parts 
in a structure etc.; (pi., also blind ~s) 
kinds of disease of brain & spinal cord 
esp. in horses & cattle; (pi.) giddiness, 
[alt. of ME (now dial.) stacker f. ON stakra 
frequent, of staka push, stagger] 

stagg'erer (-g-), n. In vbl senses, esp. dis¬ 
concerting argument, objection, event, 
etc. [-ER1 ] 

sta'ging, n. Putting play on stage; 
driving or running stage-coaches; 
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scaffolding; ~ post, regular stopping 

place on air route. [-ING1] 

Sta'girite, n. The ~, Aristotle, [f. L 
f. Gk Stageirites native of Stageira (-ite1)] 

stag'nlate, v.i. (Of liquid) be(come) 
motionless, have no current, cease to 
flow; (of life, action, mind, business, 
person) be(come) dull or sluggish. Hence 
or cogn. ~ancy, ~a'tion, nn., ~ant a., 
~antLY2 adv. [f. L stagnare (stagnum 
pool), -ATE3] 

stagnic'olous, a. Living in swamps or 
stagnant water, [f. L stagnum pool 4- 
colere inhabit 4- -ous ] 

sta'gly, a. Theatrical in manner, style, 
appearance, etc. Hence ~1ness n. [f. 
stage1 4--Y2 ] 

staid, a. Of steady & sober character; 
sedate. Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 
[= stayed p.p. of stay] 

stain, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Discolour, make 
foul, soil, as cigarettes ~ the fingers, wine 
will ~ the cloth, warranted not to ~ clothes; 
(flg.) sully, blemish, (reputation, name, 
person; p.p. often in comb., as guilt, sin, 
-~cd); colour (wood, glass, etc.) by pro¬ 
cess other than painting or covering 
the surface; impregnate (substance) for 
microscopic examination with colouring 
matter that acts more powerfully on 
some parts than on others; print colours 
on (wallpaper). Hence ~'able a., ~'er* 

n. 2. n. Discoloration, spot or mark 
caused esp. by contact with foreign 
matter, as cloth is covered with tea-~s; 
~ing-material; (flg.) blot, blemish, as 
without a ~ on his character. Hence ~'less 

a. (usu. of reputation, also of kind of 
chromium-steel alloy immune to rusting 
& corrosion), ~'lessLY2 adv. [ME; 
aphetic f. OF desteign-, desleindre (obs. E 
distain), f. pis- +teindre (L tingere dye)] 

stair, n. Each of a set of (now usu. indoor) 
steps, as the top ~ but one; (now usu. pi.) 
set of these, as passed him on the ~s, 
down a winding ~; flight, pair, of ~s, 
set of ~s in continuous straight line or 
from one landing to another; below ~s, 
in the basement of house esp. as part 
belonging to servants, as vjas coolly 
discussed below ~s (by the servants); 
down, up, ~s, on, to, the lower, upper, 
floor(s) of house; back1~; ~'rose, (part 
of building containing) flight of ~s, cork¬ 
screw ^case (winding round newel) ; ~-rori! 
(for securing ~-carpet in angle between 
two steps); ~'way, way up a flight of ~s, 
~ca.se. [OE stxger f. Gmc *staig-, *stig- 
to climb; cf. (M)Du., LG steiger landing- 
-stage, WFlem. steeger ~case] 

|| staith, staithe (-dh), n. Waterside coal 
depot equipped for loading vessels. [ME, 
f. ON slQlh (f. *stathwo) landing-stage] 

stake, n., & v.t. 1. Stick sharpened at one 
end & driven into ground as support, 
boundary mark, etc.; post to which 
person is bound to be burnt alive, (flg.) 
death by burning, as was condemned to. 

Stalinism 

suffered at, the ~. 2. Tinsmith’s small 
anvil fixed on bench by pointed prop. 
3. Money etc. wagered on an event, esp. 
deposited with third party (~'holder) by 
each of those who make a wager, (pi.) 
money to be contended for esp. in horse- 
-race, (pi.) such race, as maiden, trial, ~s; 
have a ~ in the country, be materially con¬ 
cerned in its welfare, e.g. as landowner; 
(fig.) principle etc. contended for, as 
consider the immensity of the ~; at ~, at 
issue, in question, risked, as life itself is 
at ~. 4. ~-boat (anchored to mark course 
for boat-race etc.); -—net, fishing-net 
hung on ~s. 5. v.t. Fasten, secure, sup¬ 
port, with ~ or ~s; mark off, out (area) 
with ~s, as ~ out a claim. 6. Wager, risk, 
(money etc. on event etc.). [OE staca, 
— MDu., (M)LG stake, f. WG *stalc-, 
*stck- pierce, cogn. w. stick] 

stakhan'ovite (-kahn-), n. A (Russian) 
worker who increases his output to an 
exceptional extent; also attrib. [f. 
Stakhanov, a Russian miner, -[- -ite J(1) ] 

stal'actite (or stola1), n. Deposit of car¬ 
bonate of lime, usu. in form like largo 
icicle, hanging from roof of cave etc. & 
formed by trickling of water. Hence 
stalac'tic, stalac'tiroRM, stalactit'ic, 
aa. [f. mod. L stalactites (Gk stalaktos vbl 
adj. f. stalasso drip, see -ite1)] 

Stdl'dg, n. German prison camp, esp. for 
non-commissioned officers and men. [G] 

stal'agmite (or stain,1), n. Deposit as 
stalactite on floor of cave etc. often unit¬ 
ing with stalactite. Hence stalagmit'ic 
a., stalagmit'iCALLY adv. [f. mod. L 
stalagmites (Gk slalagmos dripping, as 
STALACTITE)] 

stale1, a., & v.t. & i. 1. Musty, insipid, or 
otherwise the worse for age, not fresh; 
~ bread (musty; also, not of the day’s 
baking, as ~ bread is best for toast); (fig.) 
lacking novelty, trite, as ~ joke, news, 
devices; (of athlete) overtrained, also 
transf., e.g. of a crammed pupil. Hence 
~'ly2 (-1-1T-) adv., ~'ness (-In-) n. 2. vb. 
Make or become ~ or common, [prob. 
ult. f. the Gmc root *sta- stand] 

II stale2, n. (arch.). Decoy bird; dupe, 
laughing-stock, [prob. f. AF estate of 
Gmc orig. cf. OE stsel(hran reindeer) decoy 
reindeer f. stellan to place ] 

stale3, v.i. (arch. & dial.), & n. 1. (Esp. of 
horses and cattle) urinate. 2. n. Urine 
of horses and cattle, [late ME, peril, f. 
OF estaler = It. stallare] 

stale'mate (-hn-), n., & v.t. 1. (In chess) 
a draw resulting from a player’s having 
no move available, his king not being in 
check; (fig.) deadlock. 2. v.t. Reduce 
(player) to ~; (fig.) bring to a standstill, 
[f. obs. stale (f. AF estate perh. f. eslaler; 
Cf. STALL2), 4-MATE1] 

Stal'ln|ism (-ah-), n. Political theories 
and practices of the Russian Communist 
dictator Josef V. Stalin (d. 1953). So 
~ist n. & a.^iTE1 n. & a. [-ism] 
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stalk1 (-awk), v.i. &t., &n. 1. Stride, walk 
in stately or imposing manner (often 
along etc.); steal up to game under cover; 
pursue (game) stealthily; ~ing-horse, 
horse behind which hunter conceals 
himself, (fig.) pretext. 2. n. ~ing of 
game, imposing gait. Hence (-)~ee1 n. 
[ME stalke f. OE *stealcian frequent, of 
*stal-, *stel- STEAL] 

stalk2 (-awk), n. (Bot.) stem, main axis, 
of plant, (loosely) any support of an 
organ; —like support of organ etc. in 
animals; stem of wineglass etc.; (arcbit.) 
ornament like ~ of plant; tall chimney 
of factory etc.; —eyed, (of crab etc.) 
having the eyes mounted on ~s. Hence 
(-)—-ed2 (-awkt), —'less, aa., —-'let n. 
[ME stcdlce, app. dim. f. stal- in OE stalu 
side or rung of ladder, now dial, stale long 
handle] 

stall1 (-awl), n., & v.t. & i. 1. (Single com¬ 
partment for one animal in) stable, cow- 
-house; finger— ; booth in bazaar, market, 
etc., compartment in a building, for sale 
of goods, table in this on which goods are 
exposed, as picked it up in or on a book-~ ; 
fixed seat in choir or chancel of church 
more or less enclosed at back & sides & 
often canopied, esp. one appropriated 
to clergyman, as canon’s, dean’s, ~, (fig.) 
office, dignity, of canon etc., as how long 
has he had his ; || each of a set of seats 
in theatre usu. between pit & stage; 
working-compartment in coal-mine; ~- 
-feed, fatten (cattle) in—-, so~-/ed a. 2. vb. 
Place, keep, (cattle etc.) in ~ esp. for 
fattening, as a ~ed ox; furnish (stable etc.) 
with —-s; (of horse or cart) stick fast as 
in mud or snow, (of motor-engine) stop 
working, (of aeroplane or airman) become 
unstable by loss of air-speed. [OE steall, 
MDu., MLG, OHG stal, ON stallr f. Gmc 
*stalla- f. *sta- STAND] 

stall2 (-awl), n., & v.i. & t. 1. Pickpocket’s 
confederate who diverts attention during 
theft & assists thief’s escape etc. 2. vb. 
•Fence conversationally; ’block, delay, 
obstruct, (—> off, get rid of by evasive 
tactics or trick), [var. of stale2] 

II sta'llage (-awl-), n. Space for, rent for, 
right to erect, stall(s) in market etc. [ME, 
f. AF eslalage (estal stall1, -age)] 

stall'ion (-yon), n. Uncastrated male 
horse, esp. one kept for breeding. [ME, 
f. OF eslalon = It. slallone f. Rom. 
*stallonem f. Gmc *slalla- stall1] 

sta'lwart (-awl-), a. & n. 1. Strongly 
built, sturdy; courageous, resolute, deter¬ 
mined, as ~ supporters. 2. n. (pol.). 
Strong party man. Hence —-ly2 adv., 
—ness n. [16tli c. Sc. var. of ohs. stal- 
worth, OE steelwierthe (steel place, 
WORTH1)] 

stam'en, n. Male organ of flowering 
plants, organ containing pollen. Hence 
(-)~ed2 (-nd), stamin'eAL, stamin'eous, 
staminiF'EROus, aa. [L, gen. -minis, 
= warp in upright loom, thread] 

stanch 

stam'ina, n. Staying-power, power of en¬ 
durance. [L pi. of prec. now usu. as sing. ] 

stam'ina!, a. Of stamens or stamina. 
[-AL] 

stam'inate, a. Having stamens but no 
pistils; having stamens. [-ate2(2)] 

stamm'er, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Speak (habi¬ 
tually, or on occasion from embarrass¬ 
ment etc.) with halting articulation esp. 
with pauses or rapid repetitions of same 
syllable, whence —er1 n., ~ingLY2 adv.; 
utter (words) thus, as ~e<2 out an excuse. 
2. n. —-mg speech, tendency to ~. [OE 
slamerian f. Gmc *siam-, see stem2] 

stamp, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Impress pattern, 
name, mark, upon (metal, butter, paper, 
etc.) with die or similar instrument of 
metal, wood, rubber, etc.; affix postage or 
other ~ to (envelope, document); crush, 
pulverize, (ores etc.); bring down one’s 
foot, bring down (foot), heavily on 
ground; ~ out, put an end to, crush, 
destroy, (rebellion etc.); assign a character 
to, characterize, as this alone ~s the story 
(as) a slander; impress on the memory. 
Hence (O—'erHI, 2) n. 2. n. Instrument 
for ~ing pattern or mark; mark made by 
this; impression of official mark required 
to be made for revenue purposes on deeds, 
bills of exchange, etc., as evidence of 
payment of tax; piece of paper impressed 
with official mark as evidence of payment 
of tax or fee & meant to be affixed to 
letter, postcard, receipted account, etc.; 
postage ~ ; mark impressed on, label etc. 
affixed to, commodity as evidence of quali¬ 
ty etc., (fig.) characteristic mark, impress, 
as bears the ~ of genius; character, kind, as 
avoid men of that or liis ~; block that 
crushes ore in ~-mill; heavy downward 
blow with foot. 3. >S*~ Act, act concerned 
with ■—'-duty, esp. that imposing duty on 
American colonies in 1765 & repealed in 
1766; ~-collector (of postage—s as curio¬ 
sities) ; —duty (imposed on certain kinds 
of legal instrument); ~-machine (for 
issuing postage-stamps); ~-m.ill (for 
crushing ore etc.); >—office (for issue 
of government ~s & receipt of ■—duty 
etc.), [(vb) ME stampen f. Gmc *stampaz 
pestle f. *stamp-, prob. cogn. w. *stap- 
step; (n.) partly f. vb, partly f. OF 
estampe f. same Gmc source ] 

stampede', n., & v.i. & t. 1. Sudden 
fright & scattering of a number of horses 
or cattle; sudden flight or hurried move¬ 
ment of people due to panic; *(pol.) 
unconcerted movement of many persons 
by common impulse. 2. vb. (Cause to) 
take part in —■. [f. Sp. eslampida crash] 

stance, n. (golf, crick.). Position taken for 
stroke. [F, f. It. stanza] 

stanch1, staunch, (-ah-, -aw-), v.t. Check 
the flow of (esp. blood); check the flow 
from (esp. wound). [ME, f. OF estanchier 
(mod. F elancher dam up, make water¬ 
tight), of disputed orig.] 

stanch2 etc. See staunch1 etc. 
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sta'nchion (-ahnshn), n., & v.t. 1. Post, 
pillar, upright support, vertical strut; 
upright bar, pair of bars, for confining 
cattle in stall. 2. v.t. Supply with ~, 
fasten (cattle) to ~. [15th c., f. OF 
estanchon, -son, f. estance prop, f. Rom. 
*stantia; see stanza] 

stand1, v.i. & t. (stobd). 1. Have or take 
or maintain upright positiou, be set 
upright, as tell him to ~ up, ~ at ease1, 

II ~ easy, ~ in person’s light1, in the 
breach1, stood there till I was tired, ivas 
too weak to chair unit not ~ oil two legs, 
hair ~s on end (with terror). 2. Be of 
specified height, as ~s six foot three. 
3. Be situated, be, as on each side ~ two 
pillars, a stranger stood in the doorway, 
the cups ~ on the top shelf, here once stood 
a huge oak. 4. Assume stationary posi¬ 
tion, as ~ still, was commanded to ~; ~ (& 
deliver)!, highwayman’s order. 5. Main¬ 
tain position, avoid falling or moving or 
being moved, as don’t ~ there arguing, 
house will ~ another century, whether we ~ 
or fall, has stood through worse storms, ~ 
on one’s own bottom 1, ~ fast, ~ firm; all 
~ing (naut. & transf.), without time to 
lower sails or prepare, taken by surprise. 
6. It ~.s to reason, it is logically demon¬ 
strable [that), (pop.) I shall lose my 
temper if you deny (that). 7. Hold good, 
remain valid or unaltered, as the former 
conditions may ~, the passage must ~, the 
same remark ~s good. 8. Be, find oneself, 
in specified situation, rank, etc., as ~s 
convicted of treachery, in need of help, in an 
awkward position, under heavy obligations; 
I ~ corrected (accept correction): thermo¬ 
meter stood at 00° ; corn ~s higher (is 
dearer) than ever; the matter ~s thus; he 
~s first on the list, alone among his con¬ 
temporaries, in the same relation to both 
parties, well (is on good terms or in 
good odour) with the authorities', how 
do we ~ in the matter of (have we enough 
or suitable) horses?; I ~ prepared to 
dispute it, ~ in awe of, have often stood his 
friend, ~ at bay 4. 9. Move to & remain in 
specified position, as ~ back, clear, aside, 
aloof, away, (naut.) hold specified course, 
as ~ in for the shore; (of dog) point, set. 
10. Place, set, in upright or specified posi¬ 
tion, as ~ the jug on the table, ~ it against 
the wall, shall ~ you in the corner (as 
punishment). 11. Endure without suc¬ 
cumbing or complaining, as nerves could 
not ~ the strain, how does he ~ pain?, 
could never ~ the fellow, shall ~ no non¬ 
sense, can’t ~ these French matches; ~ fire 
(receive fire of enemy without giving 
way); failed to ~ the lest; ~ one’s ground, 
maintain one’s position (lit., & fig. of 
argument etc.). 12. Undergo (trial), be 
faced with (chance1). 13. Provide at 
one’s expense, as stood him a drink, stood 
a bottle to the company, who is going to ~ 
treat? 14. ~ by (prep.), uphold, support, 
side with, (person), adhere to, abide by, 

(terms, promise), (naut.) take or —-j ready 
to take hold of (anchor etc.); ~ by (adv.), 
~ near, be a bystander, ~ & look on, as 
will not ~ by & see him ill-treated, (orig. 
naut.) ~ ready, he on the alert; —by, 
thing, person, that one can depend upon, 
machine etc. kept for emergency. 15. ^ 
down, retire from witness-box or similar 
position, (mil.) go off duty after ~ing to. 
16. ~ for, represent, signify, imply, as 
P.O. ~s for postal order, tariff reform ~s 
for a. great deal more than that, || bo candi¬ 
date for (office), be candidate for repre¬ 
sentation of (constituency) in Parliament, 
espouse the cause of (free trade etc.), 
(eolloq.) endure, tolerate, acquiesce in. 
17. ~ (person) in (sum), cost, as coal 
stood me in £20, wife ~s him in £50 yearly 
for motor tires', ~ (person) in good stead ; 
~ in, deputize for (~-in n., deputy, sub¬ 
stitute) ; ~ in with, be in league with. 
18. ~ off, move away, keep one’s distance, 
(v.t.) dispense with the services of (em¬ 
ployee) temporarily; —off (half), (rugby 
football) half-back who forms a link 
between the scrum-half and the three- 
-quarters; ~ off & on (naut.), sail alter¬ 
nately away from & towards shore so as 
to keep a point in sight. 19. ~ on (prep.), 
insist on, observe scrupulously, esp. ~ on 
ceremony, ~ on (ady., naut.), continue 
on same course. 20. ~ out, hold out, per¬ 
sist in opposition (against) or endurance, 
be prominent or conspicuous or outstand¬ 
ing. 21. ~ over, he postponed. 22. ~ to 
(prep.), abide by (promise etc.), stick to, 
not desert, (one’s post, guns, esp. fig., 
duty, etc.), ~ to it, maintain stoutly (that), 
~ to sea (naut.), sail out to sea; ~ to (adv.), 
(arch.) fall to, set to work, (mil.) take post 
in preparation for an attack (esp. before 
dawn & after dark); ~ to win, lose, have 
one’s bets or other dispositions so made 
that one is sine to win or lose something 
or a specified amount (whoever loses, I ~ to 
win; how much do you ~ to lose?. 23. ~ 
up, rise to one’s feet from sitting or other 
position, maintain erect position; ~ up 
for, side with, maintain, support, (person, 
cause); ~ upon, = ~ on; ~ up to, meet, 
face, (opponent) courageously, (of things) 
remain unimpaired despite the effects of 
(hard wear etc.). 24. ~-off'ish a., distant, 
reserved, not affable, whence ~-offshly 
adv., ~-offishness n.; ~-up a., (of collar) 
upright, high, opp. to turn-down, (of fight) 
thorough, fair & square. [OE, OS, Goth. 
slandan, OHG stanlan, ON standa f. Gmc 
*sta-, *sto-, cogn. w. L stare] 

stand'2, n. 1. Cessation from motion or 
progress, stoppage, as came, was brought, 
to a ~; be at a ~ (arch.), be unable to 
proceed, be in perplexity. 2. Stationary 
condition assumed for purpose of resis¬ 
tance, esp. make a ~ (against enemy, for, 
against, principle etc.). 3. Position taken 
up, as look his ~ near the door, I take my 
~ (base argument etc., rely) on the precise 
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wording of the act. 4. Table, set of shelves, 
rack, etc., on or in which things may be 
placed, as music, hat, umbrella, ; ink~ ; 
(WASil-?tcmei-)~. 5. Stall in market etc., 
as fruit—. 6. Standing-place for vehicles 
etc., as cab1—. 7. Raised structure for 
persons to sit or stand on, as bandx~, 
grand ~; ’witness-box, as take the 
8. Standing growth (of clover etc.). 
9. (theatr.). Each halt made on a tour 
to give performances (a one-night ~). 
10. (Austral.). A forest, or its timber, 
regarded commercially. 11. ~ of arms, 
complete set for one man; ~ of colours, 
regiment’s flags. 12. ~ camera (for use on 
a tripod); —pipe, vertical pipe for various 
purposes; point, point of view; <—-rest, 
high stool with sloping top for supporting 
person standing at easel etc.; '-'still, 
stoppage, inability to proceed, as am 
brought to a -—siill. [ME, f. prec. ] 

slan'dard, n. 1. Distinctive flag, esp. flag 
of cavalry regiment (opp. to colours of 
infantry); the Royal ~, flag- with Sove¬ 
reign’s personal coat of arms; rallying 
principle (raise the ~ of revolt, free trade). 
2. Weight or measure to which others 
conform or by which the accuracy of 
others is judged (often attrib., as~ pound, 
yard, etc.); thing serving as basis of 
comparison. 3. Degree of excellence etc. 
required for particular purpose (does not 
come up to the ~; must set a low ~; ~ 
of living, minimum of material comfort 
with which a person or class or com¬ 
munity may reasonably be content); 
thing recognized as model for imitation 
etc., esp. attrib., as the ~ work on the 
subject, ~ novels (those of admitted 
merit); grade of classification in primary 
schools. 4. Average quality, as work was 
of a low ~. 5. Monetary ~, proportion of 
weight of fine metal & alloy in gold or 
silver coin (gold, silver, ~) or in both 
(double ~); multiple, tabular, ~, ~ of value 
obtained by averaging prices of a number 
of products. 6. Measure (165 cub. ft) of 
timber. 7. Upright support (often attrib., 
as ~ lamp, set on tall freq. telescopic 
pillar); upright -water or gas pipe; tree, 
shrub, that stands alone without support; 
shrub grafted on upright stem & trained 
in tree form. 8. ~-bearer, soldier who 
bears ~, (fig.) prominent leader in a cause; 
II ~ bread (wheaten, of mixed flours). 
[ME, f. OF estandard prob. f. Rom. 
*eslendere (f. L as extend + -ard) ; partly 
aSSOC. W. STAND1] 

stan'dardizle, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Make to 
conform to standard; (chem.) obtain by 
analysis specific value of (solution etc.) 
for purposes of comparison. Hence 
~A'TI0Nn. [-IZE] 

stan'ding1, n. In vbl senses; esp.: 
estimation in which one is held, repute, 
position, as men of high ~, is of no ~; 
duration, as a dispute of long ~; ~-room, 
space to stand in. [ME; -ing1] 

star 

stan'ding2, a. In vbl senses, esp.; estab¬ 
lished, as a ~ rule, has become a,~ (stock) 
jest-, permanent, not made, raised, etc., 
for the occasion, as ~ army, ~ orders (esp. 
those respecting manner in which busi¬ 
ness shall be conducted in Parliament), 
~ rigging (fixed stays); ~ corn (not cut); 
~ jump (performed without preliminary 
rim); ~ (stagnant) tea,ter. [ME; -ing2] 

stan'dish, n. (arch.). Inkstand. [ME, com¬ 
monly thought to be f. stand2 +dish] 

’stand'patter, n. Politician who is for 
strict adherence to party platform, esp. 
on tariffs, [f. stand PAT3) 

stan'hope (-nop), n. Light open carriage 
of 2 or 4 wheels; (also press) iron 
printing press invented by Lord S~; 

lens (with convex surfaces of different 
curves), [name of inventors] 

stan'iel (-yel), n. Kestrel. [OE stangella 
(stdn stone + gellan yell)] 

stank. See stink v. 

|| stann'ary, n. & a. Tin-mine; tin-mining 
district; ~ court (hist.; for regulation of 
tin-mines in Cornwall & Devon), [f. med. 
L stannaria n. (LL stannum, tin, see 
-ARY1)] 

stann'lic, a. (chem.). Of tin esp. in its 
higher valence, as ~ic acid. So ~ate x(3) 
n., ~iF'ER0us, ~ous, aa. [f. LL stannum 
tin + -ic] 

stan'za, n. Group of (usu. four or more) 
rhymed lines, as Spenserian ~; group of 
four lines in some Greek & Latin metres, 
esp. Alcaic, Sapphic, ~. Hence (-)~’d, 
~ed2 (-ad), stanza'ic, aa. [It., = cham¬ 
ber, stanza, f. Rom. *stantia abode (stare 
stand, see -ance)] 

staphylocScc'us, n. (baeteriol.; pi. -cocci, 
pron. -kdk'si). Form of pus-producing 
bacteria characterized by grapelike 
clusters, [mod. L, f. Gk slaphule bunch 
of grapes Akokkos berry] 

sta'ple1, n., & v.t. 1. U-shaped piece of 
metal bar or wire with ends pointed for 
driving into wood etc. to take hasp of 
padlock or hook, or to secure netting, 
electric wire, etc.; metal tube holding the 
reeds of oboe & similar instruments; 
bent wire used in wire-stitching. 2. v.t. 
Furnish, fasten, with ~; stapling- 
-machine, bookbinder's wire-stitching 
machine. [OE stapol, OS slapal, OHG 
staffal, f. Gmc *stapulaz f. *stap- step] 

sta'ple2, n., a., & v.t. 1. Important or 
principal article of commerce, as the ~s 
of that country, of British industry, raw 
material; (fig.) chief element or material, 
as formed the ~ of conversation; fibre of 
cotton, wool, etc., viewed as determining 
its quality, as cotton of fine, short, ~. 
2. adj. Principal, as~ commodities. 3. v.t. 
Sort, classify, (wool etc.) according to 
fibre, whence stap'lER1 n. [ME, f. OF 
estaple market f. MLG, MDu. stapel 
market] 

star1, n. 1. Celestial body appearing as 
luminous point; (also fixed ~) such body 
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so fa,r from earth as to appear motionless 
except for diurnal revolution of the 
heavens; double, multiple, group of 
two, of three to six, fixed ~s appearing 
to naked eye as one; binary —, two ~s 
revolving round one another; evening, 
morning, ~; day'*-' (poet.), morning ~, 
sun; LODE-—'; north, polar, ( = pole2-) ~; 
shooting —, smaLl meteor appearing like 
~ moving rapidly and disappearing. 
2. Thing suggesting ~ by its shape, esp. 
figure or object with radiating points 
e.g. as decoration of an order; —s <0 
stripes, U.S. national flag; asterisk; 
white spot on forehead of horse etc. 
3. || (pool). Additional life bought by 
player whose lives are lost. 4. Principal 
actor or actress in a company (film —; the 
— system, of relying on a ~ or two to 
make up for weak company); ~ turn, 
principal item in an entertainment or 
performance; brilliant or prominent per¬ 
son, as literary bright particular — 
(object of one’s devotion). 5. Heavenly 
body considered as influencing person’s 
fortunes etc., as born under an unlucky —, 
his — was in the ascendant, you may thank 
your —s you were not there, the ~s were 
against it (cf. ill—red). 6. -'-apple, edible 
applelike fruit of W.-Indian tree, with a 
stellate section; S— Chamber [perh. diff. 
wd], court of civil & criminal jurisdiction 
primarily concerned with offences affect¬ 
ing crown interests, noted for summary 
& arbitrary procedure, & abolished 1C40; 
‘—-drift., common proper motion of a 
number of fixed ~s in same region; 
•—'finch, redstart; —'fish, echinoderm with 
five or more radiating arms; <—gazer 
(joc.), astronomer; —'light, light of ~s, 
as walked home by —light, (adj., also —’lit) 
lighted by the ~s, as a —light night', — 
of Bethlehem, plant of lily family with ~- 
like white flowers striped with green on 
outside; of India (hist.), order insti¬ 
tuted 1861 to commemorate assumption 
of direct government of India; ~ shell, 
kind designed to burst in air & light up 
enemy’s position; —-spangled, spangled 
with ~s (esp. of U.S. flag); —-stone, kind 
of sapphire; —-stream, either of two sys¬ 
tematic drifts of ~s (one of which com¬ 
prises the nearer ~s and moves towards 
Orion). Hence ~'let n., little ~, young 
film actress who shows promise of becom¬ 
ing a ~, ~'less, ~'like, -t'y'1, aa. (—ry- 
-eyed, colloq., visionary, impractical). 
fOE steorra, OS, OHG sterro f. Gmc 
*slerron f. *ster-, cogn. w. Gk aster ] 

st5r2, v.t. & i. (-rr-). 1. Set, adorn, (as) 
with stars (esp. in p.p.); affix asterisk to 
(name in list etc.). 2. Appear as star actor; 
present as a theatrical, film, etc., star. 
3. II (pool). Buy additional life. [f. prec. 1 

st£rb'oard (-herd), n., & v.t. 1. Right sido 
of vessel looking forward (cf. port6, lar¬ 

board; often attrib.). 2. v.t. Turn, put, 
(helm) to ~. [OE sleorbord (sleor rudder, 

see steer1, +bord board), early Teut. 
ships being steered with a paddle over 
the right side ] 

sttOxh, a., n., & v.t. 1. (now rare). Pre¬ 
cise, prim, whence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 
2. n. White odourless tasteless powder 
procured chiefly from corn & potatoes 
but found in all plants except fungi & 
valuable in digestion; preparation of this 
with usu. boiling water for stiffening 
linen etc. before ironing; (fig.) stiffness of 
manner, formality. Hence ~'Iness n., 
~'y2 a., (lit. & fig.). 3. v.t. Stiffen with ~ 
(often fig. esp. in p.p., whence ~'edLY2 
adv., ~'edNESS n.); clear1—. Hence 
(-)~er1 n. [adj. f. n. f. vb ME sterche f. 
OE *stercan stiffen f. stearc stark] 

star|e, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Look fixedly with 
eyes wide open (at, upon, etc., or abs.) 
from surprise, admiration, bewilderment, 
stupidity, horror, impertinent curiosity, 
etc.; (chiefly in part.) be unpleasantly 
prominent or striking, as a —ing waist¬ 
coat, tie was of a —ing red, (adv.) stark 
—ing mad\ reduce (person) to specified 
condition by ~ing, as —ed him out of 
countenance, into silence, dumb; —e down, 
outstare; —e (person) in the face, be evident 
or imminent, as the facts —e vs in the face, 
ruin —ed him in the face. Hence ~'ingLY2 

adv. 2. n. ~ing gaze. [OE slarian, OHG 
staren, ON stara f. Gmc *star- be rigid] 

Stark, a. & adv. 1. Stiff, rigid, as~ <fr stiff, 
lies — in death-, (poet.) strong; (poet.) 
stubborn, resolute; downright, sheer, as 
— madness; = foil. 2. adv. Quite, wholly, 
as ~ crazy. [OE slearc, OS, OHG stark, 
ON sterkrt. Gmo "starkuz] 

stark nak'ed, a. Utterly naked, ab¬ 
solutely without clothing. [16th c. alt. 
f. ME (now dial.) start naked (start = tail, 
as in REDstart ] 
starl'Ing1, n. Small gregarious partly 
migratory bird with blackish-brown 
speckled plumage inhabiting chiefly 
cultivated areas, a good mimic. [OE 
stserlinc f. steer (now dial, stare) = OHG 
star, f. Gmc *staraz, *staron cogn. w. L 
slurnus; see -ling1] 

starl'ing2, n. Protective piling round 
pier of bridge, [perh. corrupt, of (now 
dial.) staddling in same sense] 

starry. See star1. 

start \ v.i. & t. 1. Make sudden movement 
from pain, surprise, etc., as —ed in his 
seat, —ed at the sound of my voice; change 
position abruptly as from shock or sudden 
impulse, as ~ aside, from one’s chair. 
2. (Of timbers etc.) spring from proper 
position, give way. 3. Set out, begin 
journey, as we — at six; make a beginning 
(on journey, enterprise, book, cigar, etc.); 
begin, commence, (work etc., doing, to do). 
4. ~ in (colloq.), begin (to do); ~ out 
(colloq.), take steps as intending (to do); 
~ up, rise suddenly e.g. from seat, arise, 
come into existence or a-ction, occur to 
the mind, as many difficulties, rivals, have 
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—e4 up, (trans.) cause (engine) to begin 
running. 5. Rouse (game) from lair etc. 
6. Originate, set goiag, (enterprise, news¬ 
paper, business, clock after winding, 
objections, quarrel, etc.); cause to begin 
doing (this —e4 me coughing)-, cause or 
enable (person) to commence business 
etc.; give signal to (persons) to — in race. 
7. Cause or experience the starting of 
(timbers, tooth, etc.). 8. (naut.). Pour 
out (liquor) from cask. 9. To — with, in 
the first place, as you have no right to be 
here, to — with; at the beginning, as had 6 
members to — with. [OE styrtan = OHG 
sturzen; ME sterte = MHG sterzen; f. 
Gmc *sturt-, *stert-] 

start2, n. 1. Sudden movement of sur¬ 
prise, pain, etc.; (pi.) intermittent or 
spasmodic efforts or movements, esp. 
(works) by fits <£ —s. 2. Beginning of 
journey or action or race, as shall make 
an early — for town, is difficult work at the 
—, the — is fixed for 3 p.m.; starting-place 
of race. 3. Advantage conceded in race, 
as will give you GO yards —, 15 seconds — ; 
advantageous position gained in business 
etc., as got a good — in life, got the — of 
(gained advantage over) his rivals. 4. A 
rum — (colloq.), surprising occurrence. 
[ME sterile), f. prec.j 

start'er, n. In vbl senses, esp.: one who 
gives signal to start in race; horse, com¬ 
petitor, starting in race, as list of probable 
—s; SELF—, [-ER1] 

Starting, n. In vbl senses; —gate, re¬ 
movable barrier for securing fair start 
in horse-races; ~-post (from which com¬ 
petitors start in race); — prices in horse- 
-races, final odds at start. [-ING1] 

star'tle, v.t. Cause (person etc.) to start 
with surprise or sudden alarm, give 
shock to, take by surprise, whence (of 
person, news, etc.) start'lER1 n.; (part.) 
surprising, alarming, as startling news, 
discovery, development, whence start¬ 
lingly2 adv. [ME sterile f. start1+ 
-ie(3)] 

starve, v.i. & t. 1. Die of hunger; suffer 
from lack of food; suffer extreme 
poverty; (colloq.) feel hungry, as am 
simply starving-, || (now rare) perish with, 
suffer from, cold; (fig.) suffer mental or 
spiritual want, feel strong craving for 
(sympathy, amusement, knowledge, etc.). 
2. Cause to perish with hunger; deprive 
of, keep scantily supplied with, food (lit. 
& fig.); compel (garrison etc. into sur¬ 
render etc.) thus; II cause to perish, 
affect severely, with cold. Hence 
starvA'TiON n. [OE steorfan die, OS 
sterban, OHG slerban f. Gmc *sterbh-] 

starve'ling (-vl-), n. & a. 1. Starving or 
ill-fed person or animal. 2. adj. Starving. 
[-LING1] 

stas'Is, n. (path.). Stoppage of circulation 
of any of the fluids of the body. [Gk, = 
standing] 

-slat, terminal element in names of cer¬ 

tain instruments, f. Gk stalos stationary; 
as AERO—, PHOTO—', THERMO—. 

state1, n. & a. 1. Condition in which a 
thing is, mode of existence as determined 
by circumstances, as — of life (one’s rank 
& occupation), a precarious — of health, 
found him in the same —, in a — of deep 
depression, things were in an untidy —, 
in a bad — of repair, what a (dirty, untidy) 
— you are in!, (colloq.) he was in quite a 
— (quite excited or anxious) about it. 
2. (Often S~) organized political com¬ 
munity with government recognized by 
the people, commonwealth, nation; such 
community forming part of federal re¬ 
public, esp. the United S'—s (of America). 
3. pi. Legislative body in Jersey, Guern¬ 
sey, and Alderney. 4. Civil government, 
as Church & S—. 5. Rank, dignity, as in 
a style befitting his~. 6. Pomp, as arrived 
in great~ ; keep—, maintain one’s dignity, 
be difficult of access; in — (with all duo 
ceremony). 7. (arch.). Throne (also chair 
of —), dais, canopy over throne. 8. (Of 
dead person) lie in —, be placed on view 
in public place. 9. (bibliog.). One of two 
or more differing portions of a single 
edition of a book. 10. (Impression taken 
from) an etched or engraved plate at a 
particular stage of its progress. 11. *Free, 
slave, S—, S— in which slavery did not, 
did, exist; Southern S~s (in southern 
part of U.S.); S—s of the Church, Papal 
S—s, former temporal dominions of Pope 
chiefly in central Italy; S—s General, 
legislative bodies of (1) the Netherlands 
(2) France before 17S9; —'craft, art of 
conducting affairs of S—. Hence —'hood 
(-at-h-) n. 12. adj. Of, for, concerned 
with, the S—, as — criminal, political 
offender; — documents, service; — prisoner, 
person under arrest for felony, also 
political prisoner; — trial, prosecution 
by S— esp. for political offence; *,S’— 
Department (of foreign affairs); *S— 
rights, rights & powers not assumed by 
United S—s but reserved to individual 
S—s; S— socialism, socialist, policy, 
advocate, of S— control of manufactures, 
railways, etc. for the benefit of the 
masses. 13. Reserved for, done on, occa¬ 
sions of ceremony, as — apartments, 
carriage-, — call (colloq.), formal visit; —i 
room, room so reserved, also, private 
sleeping-apartment on steamer. [ME; 
partly var. of estate, partly dir. f. L 
status] 

state2, v.t. Express, esp. fully or clearly, 
in speech or writing, as have —4 my 
opinion, must — full particulars, this con¬ 
dition was expressly —4, no precise time 
was —4, did not — why, —s that arrange¬ 
ments are complete; fix, specify, (date etc.), 
as at —4 intervals, whence stat'edLY2 
adv.; (alg.) express the conditions of 
(problem, relation, etc.) in symbols. 
Hence stat'.VBLE a. [f. preo. ] 

state'lly (-tl-), a. (Of manner, language. 
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person, literary style, rhythm, building, 
proportions, etc.) dignified, imposing, 
grand. Hence ~iness n. [ME, f. state 1 + 
-ly1 ] 

state'ment (-tm-), n. Stating, expression 
in words, as requires clearer ~; thing 
stated, as the ~ is unfounded: formal 
account of facts, e.g. of liabilities & 
assets, as the Sank issues monthly ~s. 
[-MENT] 

stat'er, n. Ancient Greek coin of various 
values, esp. gold coin worth 20 drach¬ 
mae. [LL, f. Gk stater] 

states'man (-ts-), n. Person taking 
prominent part, person skilled, in 
management of State affairs; sagacious 
far-sighted practical politician; || (north.) 
small working landowner; the Elder 
Statesmen, the Japanese statesmen who 
mainly directed the evolution of Japan 
between the re-establishment of the 
Mikado (1868) & the end of the 19th c., 
also transf. Hence ~like, ~ly1, aa., 
~smp(3) n. [= stale’s man] 

stat'ic(al), a. Concerned with bodies at 
rest or forces in equilibrium, whence 
stat'ics n. pi. (or as sing.), also = atmo¬ 
spherics ; acting as weight but not moving, 
as ~ pressure; ~ electricity (at rest); static 
ataxia, inability to stand without falling 
or swaying; static water, local supply not 
under pressure. Hence stat'icalLY2 adv. 
[f. Gk statikos (sta- stand, see -IC & -al)] 

sta'tion, n., & v.t. 1. Standing, being still, 
(opp. motion; now rare; a ~ like the herald 
Mercury). 2. Place, budding, etc., hi 
which person or thing stands or is placed 
esp. habitually or for definite purpose, as 
was assigned a ~ in the valley, returned to 
their several ~s, took up a convenient 
coastguard ~ (occupied by coastguards- 
men), police ~, II lifeboat ~ (-where life¬ 
boat is kept); naval ~, place affording 
shelter or harbour for ships with dock¬ 
yard etc.; (pi., nav.) posts assigned to 
members of ship’s complement in readi¬ 
ness for battle. 3. Subordinate depot or 
office serving local needs. 4. Stopping- 
-place on railway with buildings for ac¬ 
commodation of passengers & goods or 
|| (goods-~) of goods only. 5. Position in 
life, (high) rank, status, employment, as 
occupied a humble ~, men of (exalted) ~, 
the duties of his 6. (surv.). Point from 
which measurements are made, standard 
distance usu. 100 or 66 ft. 7. Military 
post esp. in India, officers or society 
residing there. 8. (Austral.). Sheep-run 
or its building. 9. (eccl.). Fast on Wed. 
& Frid. (hist.); (also ~ of the cross) each of 
series of 14 images or pictures represent¬ 
ing Christ’s passion before which devo¬ 
tions are performed in some churches; 
church esp. in Rome to which pilgrims 
etc. go for devotions. 10. (bot., zool.). 
Nature of the habitat of plant or animal 
in respect of climate, soil, etc. 11. ~-6iZZ 
(naut.), list of appointed posts of ship’s 

company; \\~-calendar, board showing 
successively the starting-time of trains 
at each platform ; ~-house, police-station; 
II ~-master, official in charge of railway—; 
~-pointer, three-armed protractor for 
locating place on chart from certain data; 
'—wagon, = estate car. 12. v.t. Assign ~ 
to, place (person, oneself) in ~. [ME, f. 
OF f. L stationem (stare stand, -ation)] 

stationary (-slio-), a. & n. 1. Remaining 
in one place, not moving, as balloon ivas 
now ~; not meant to be moved, not 
portable, as ~ engine, troops; (of planet) 
having no apparent motion in longitude; 
not changing in magnitude, number, 
quality, efficiency, etc., as~ temperature, 
population, intelligence-, ~ air (remaining 
in lungs during ordinary respiration); ~ 
diseases, local diseases due to atmospheric 
conditions & disappearing after a period. 
2. n. ~ person, esp. (pi.) ~ troops. Hence 
sta'tionariNESS (-sho-) n. [ME, f. L 
staiionarius (as prec., see -ary1)] 

stationer (-sho-), n. One who sells 
writing-materials etc.; || S'~s’ Hall (of 
S~s’ Company in London, at which book 
was formerly entered, i.e. registered, for 
purposes of copyright). Hence Sta'tion- 
EllY (1) (-sho-) n. [ME = bookseller (as 
prec. in med. L sense shopkeeper (esp. 
bookseller) as opp. pedlar)) 

stat'Ist, n. Dealer in statistics. [16th o.= 
politician, f. L status state 1-f-ist ] 

statistics, n. pi. Numerical facts syste¬ 
matically collected, as ~tcs of population, 
crime-, (treated as sing.) science of collect¬ 
ing, classifying, & using ~ics. So ~ic(ai) 
aa., ~icalLY2 adr. statisti'ciAN (-ishn), 
statistoi'OGY, mi. [f. G staiislik n.. -isch 
adj., f. mod. L slatisticus f. *statista 
STATIST] 

stat'or, n. (electr.). Stationary portion of 
a generator or motor; ~ armature (non- 
-rotating). [mod. L, f. stare stand-)--or] 

stat'osccpe, n. Aneroid barometer for 
showing minute variations of pressure, 
[f. Gk statos fixed (sta- stand) 4--scope] 

stat'uary, a. & n. 1. Of or for statues, as 
~ art, ~ marble (fine-grained white). 2. n. 
Sculptor; (art of making-) statues, [f. L 
statuarius (as foil., see -ary1)] 

stat'ule, n. Sculptured or oast or moulded 
figure of person or animal (esp. one not 
much below life size, opp. to ~ette' n.); 
equestrian Hence ~ed2 (-ud) a. 
[ME, f. OF, f. L statua (stare stand)] 

statuesque' (-k), a. Like, having the dig¬ 
nity or beauty of, a statue. Hence ~ly2 
(-kl-) adv., ~ness (-kn-) n. [-esque] 

stat'urie (-yer), n. Height of (esp. human) 
body, as increased in ~e, of mean ~e; 
(fig.) stage of advancement. Hence 
(-)~ed2 (-yerd) a. [ME, f. OF, f. L siatura 
(stare slat- stand, sec -ure)] 

stat'us, n. (pi. prob. not used). Social 
position, rank, relation to others, relative 
importance, (his ~ is a mailer of doubt, 
their ~ is wholly different, his ~ among 
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novelists; ~ symbol, possession etc. denot¬ 
ing person’s ~); (law) person’s relation to 
others as fixed by law; position of affairs, 
esp. ~ (in) quo, unchanged position (cf. 
in5 statu quo) or (also ~ quo ante) the pre¬ 
vious position. [L, gen. -us, = standing 
(stare stand) ] 

stat'utablle, a = statutory. Hence~LY2 
adv. [-ABLE] 

Stat'ute, n. A written law of a legislative 
body, e.g. Act of Parliament; of 
Westminster (in 1931, conferring equality 
of status on the self-governing British 
Dominions); ~ law, a (collect.) the ~s 
(opp. to case1 law and common1 law)-, 
ordinance of corporation, founder, etc., 
intended to be permanent, as University 
~s; (bibl.) divine law, as kept thy ~s; 
declaratory ~ (fixing interpretation of 
existing law); private ~ (affecting indivi¬ 
duals, opp. to general, public, —); ~-book, 
book(s) containing the ~ law; ~-roZZ, 
engrossed ~, ~-book; ~s at large (in full 
as originally enacted). [ME, f. OF statut 
f. LL statutum neut. p.p. as n. of L statuere 
set up (stare stand)] 

statutory, a. Enacted, required, im¬ 
posed, by statute, as ~ provisions, mini¬ 
mum. [-OEY] 

staunch1, stanch, (-aw-, -ah-), a. Trust¬ 
worthy, loyal, as ~ friend, supporter-, 
(of ship, joint, etc.) watertight, airtight. 
Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'NESS n. [ME, f. OF 
estanche fem. of estanc f. estanchier 
stanch 1 ] 

staunch2. See stanch1. 
staur'oscope, n. Instrument for examin¬ 
ing effects of polarized light on crystals. 
[f. Gk stauros cross + -scope ] 

stave1, n. Each of the curved pieces of 
wood forming sides of cask etc.; each of 
the boards forming curb of well or hollow 
cylinder; rung of ladder; stanza, verse; 
(mus.) = STAFF; ~-rhyme, alliteration esp. 
in old Tout, poetry, [var. of staff, due 
to pi. s/owes] 

stave2, v.t. (stove or ~cZ). Break a hole in 
(cask, boat; often in adv.); (usu. ~ in) 
crush or bash (hat, box) out of shape; 
furnish, fit, (cask etc.) with staves; ~ off, 
avert, ward off, defer, (ruin, exposure, 
etc.); make (metal etc.) firm by compres¬ 
sion. [f. prec.] 

staves'acre (-vzaker), n. Kind of lark¬ 
spur whose seeds are used as poison for 
vermin, [back form. f. staves pi. of staff 1 ] 

stay1, v.t. & i., & n. 1. (Now chiefly 
literary) check, stop, (progress, inroads of 
disease etc.). 2. ~ one’s stomach, appease 
hunger esp. temporarily. 3. Postpone 
(judgement, decision). 4. Support, prop 
(often up) as or with buttress etc. 5. Re¬ 
main, as ~ here till I return, will not ~ 
where it is put (also, will not ~ put), has 
come to ~ (colloq.), must be regarded as 
permanent; (w. adv.) ~ away, on, out, 
etc.; ~-m strike, (of miners)~-downstrike, 
— SiT-do-wn strike-, (colloq.) wait long en¬ 

steak 

ough to partake of (can you ~ to sujrper?); 
dwell temporarily (at hotel etc., in town 
etc., with person). 6. Pause in move¬ 
ment, action, speech (esp. in imperat.), 
etc., as gel him to~ aminute, ~ /—you for¬ 
get one thing. 7. Show endurance esp. 
in race, as does not seem able to ~, 
whence -^'er1 n. 8. —at-home a. & n., 
(person) remaining habitually at home. 
9. n. Remaining, esp. dwelling, in a place, 
duration of this, as made a long ~ in 
London., your ~ has been very short. 10. 
Suspension of judicial proceedings (esp. 
~ of execution, i.e. of carrying out judge¬ 
ment given). 11. (Chiefly literary) check, 
restraint, (will endure no ~, a ~ upon his 
activity). 12. Endurance, ~ing-power. 
13. Prop, support, (you have been the ~ of 
my old age). 14. pi. Corset, whence ~i 
less a. 15. ~-fcar, -rod, support in 
building or machinery; ~-lace, -maker (of 
corsets), [senses remain, endure: n. prob. 
f. vb f. OF ester f. L stare stand; sense 
support (4,13-15) ult. f. OF estaye(r) prop, 
prob. = naut. vb estayer f. Gmc (foil.)] 

stay2, n., & v.t. (naut.). 1. Rope support¬ 
ing mast or spar; ship is (hove) in 
(going about from one tack to another); 
miss ~s, fail in endeavour to tack; ~'sail 
(-sal, naut. -si), any sail extended on ~. 
2. v.t. Support (mast etc.) by ~s; put 
(ship) on other tack, [vb f. n., OE stsc.g, 
LG (G), ON stag, f. Gmc *stag-, *slah- be 
firm, cf. STEEL] 

stead (stSd), n. (now chiefly literary). 
Stand (person) in good ~, be advanta¬ 
geous or serviceable to; in person’s ~, 
instead of him, as his substitute. [OE 
stede, OS stedi, OHG stat, ON stathr, Goth. 
stathsf. Gmc *stadhizf. *sta- stand] 

stead'fast (stSd-), a. Constant, firm, un¬ 
wavering. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[OE stedefsest (prec., fast3)] 

II stea'ding (stSd-), n. Farmstead, [-ing1] 
stea'dy (sted-), a., n., & v.t. & i. 1. Firmly 
fixed or supported or standing or 
balanced, not tottering, as not ~ on his 
legs, must level table’s legs to :make it ~, ~ 
as a rock, has not acquired a ~ seat on 
bicycle; done, moving, acting, happening, 
in uniform & regular manner, as went off 
at a ~ pace, had a ~ wind behind us, 
requires a ~ light, observe a ~ increase in 
the numbers-, (as command or warning) 
~ !, he ~, abstain from erratic or boister¬ 
ous behaviour, premature action, hasty 
inference, etc., (naut., also keep her ~) 
keep direction of ship’s head unchanged; 
~ on!, stop!; constant in mind or conduct, 
not changeable, as ~ in his principles, 
allegiance-, of industrious & temperate 
habits. 2. n. Kinds of support for hand 
or tool; *(colloq.) regular sweetheart. 
Hence stea'diLY2 adv., stea'diNESS n., 
(st6d-). 3. vb. Make, become, ~, as ~ the 
boat, boat steadied, adversity will ~ him, 
he will soon ~ (down), [stead -F-y2] 

steak (stak), n. Slice of beef, pork, veni- 
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son, or fish, cnt for broiling etc., as 
rump-, poRTER2-house, ~, fdlct ~ (from 
undercut of sirloin); Hamburg ~, cake 
of chopped & seasoned beef cooked in 
covered frying-pan. [ME, f. ON steik, 
cogn. w. steikja roast on spit] 

Steal, v.t. & i. (stole, stolen). 1. Take away 
(thing, or abs.) secretly for one’s own 
use without right or leave, take feloni¬ 
ously, as who ~s my purse ~s trash, stolen 
fruit; obtain surreptitiously or by sur¬ 
prise, as stole a kiss, a stolen interview; 
~ one’s thunder ; (also ~ away) win, get 
possession of, (esp. person’s heart) by insi¬ 
dious arts, attractions, etc.; ~ a march 
on, get the start of, anticipate. 2. intr. 
Move (in, out, away, up, by, etc.) secretly 
or silently, as stole out of the room, mist 
stole over the valley. Hence (-)~er1 n. [OE 
(= OS, OHG) stelan, ON stela, Goth. 
slilan f. Gmc *stel-] 

stealth (stbl-), n. Secrecy, secret pro¬ 
cedure, esp. by~, surreptitiously. Hence 
~'1ly2 adv., ~'Iness n., ~'ys a. [ME; 
-TH1] 

steam1, n. 1. Vapour of water, esp. 
the gas into which water is changed by 
boiling, largely used as motive power 
owing to its elasticity; saturated ~ (in 
contact with, & at same temperature as, 
boiling water); superheated ~ (having 
higher temperature at given pressure, & 
greater volume for a given weight, than 
saturated ~); wet, dry, ~ (containing, not 
containing, mechanically suspended par¬ 
ticles of water); visible particles of water 
resulting from condensation of ~; any 
vaporous exhalation. 2. (colloq.). En¬ 
ergy, as get up ~, summon energy for 
special effort, so put on, let off, work off, 
~. 3. ~'boat, vessel propelled by ~; ~- 
-boiler, vessel in which water is boiled to 
generate ~ esp. for working engine; ~- 
-box, -chest (through which ~ passes from 
boiler to cylinder); ~ brake, crane, gun, 
hammer, plough, whistle, winch, etc. 
(worked by ~); ~-cool (used in heating 
~-boilers); ~-colour (fixed on printed 
cloth by action of ~); —cylinder (in 
which piston of ~-engine moves); ~- 
-engine, locomotive or stationary engine 
in which the motive power depends on 
elasticity & expansion or rapid conden¬ 
sation of ~; ~-gas, superheated ~; <■— 
-gauge (attached to boiler to show pressure 
of ~); ~-heat, heat required to produce 
~ from water at freezing-point, also, heat 
given out by ~ from radiators etc.; ~- 
-jackel, casing round cylinder etc. with 
space between to be filled by ~ for heat¬ 
ing the cylinder etc.; || ~ navvy, excavat¬ 
ing machine; ~-port, each of two oblong 
passages from ~-chest into cylinder, any 
passage for ~; —power, force of ~ applied 
to machinery etc.; ~ radio (si.), soimd 
radio; ~-roller, heavy slow-moving loco¬ 
motive with wide wheels used in road- 
-making, (tig.) a crushing power or force 

(v.t., crush as with a —roller); ~'ship 
(propelled by ~); ~-tight, capable of 
resisting passage of ~ ; ~ tug, steamer for 
towing ships etc.; ~ turbine (in which a 
high-velocity jet of ~ rotates a bladed 
disc or drum). Hence ~'Iness n., ~'y2 a. 
[OE steam = WFris. steam, Du. stoom f. 
Gmc *staumaz] 

steam2, v.t. & i. Cook (food) by steam; 
treat with steam, soften (timber) for 
bending by steam; give out steam or 
vapour, as a sirloin ~ed on the table, water 
~ing hot; rise ia vapour; move by agency 
of steam, as we, the vessel, ~ed down the 
river; (colloq.) work vigorously, make 
great progress, esp. ~ ahead, away. [OE 
steman, styman rel. to prec. ] 

steam'er, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
vessel propelled by steam; vessel in 
which tilings are steamed, esp. cooked by 
steam; boiler is a bad ~ (generator of 
steam). [-ER1] 

ste'arin, n. Chief ingredient of suet & 
tallow; (pop.) stearic acid separated from 
~ by steam & used for candles. Hence 
ste'arATE1!;!) n., stea'rio a. [f. F slearine 
f. Gk stear stiff fat +-in] 

ste'atite, n. Kind of talc, soapstone. 
Hence steatit'ic a. [f. L stealites (f. Gk 
as foil., -ITE1)] 

steat|(5)-, comb, form of Gk stear -atos 
fat, as: ~opy'gla n., excessive develop¬ 
ment of fat on the buttocks, esp. of 
women [Gk pyge buttock], ~opy'gous (or 
-op'igus) a.; ~os'fs, fatty degeneration, 

steed, n. (poet., rket., or joc.). Horse, 
esp. war-borse. Hence~'LESSa. [OE shida 
stallion cogn. w. stod stud2] 

Steel, n., & v.t. 1. Kinds of malleable 
alloy of iron & carbon largely used as 
material for tools, weapons, etc., & 
capable of being tempered to many 
different degrees of hardness (often 
attrib., as ~ pen), whence ~'iFY v.t.; 
Bessemer ~; cold ~, sword etc. as opp. 
to fire-arm; a grip, muscles, a heart, of ~ 
(very tight, strong, hard); rod of ~, usu. 
tapering & roughened, for sharpening 
knives: strip of ~ for stiffening corset or 
expanding skirt; (poet., rhet., not in pi.) 
sword (a foe worthy of one’s ~). 2. ~ cap, 
simple form of helmet; —clad, clad in 
armour; ~ engraving, engraving on, 
impression taken from, ~ plate; ~ wool, 
fine shavings of ~ massed together, used 
esp. for cleaning pots and pans; work, 
~ articles, ~ for these. 3. v.t. Harden 
(oneself, one’s heart, etc., to do, to action, 
against compassion etc.). [OE style, OS 
stehli, also OHG stahal, ON stdl, ult. f. 
Gmc *stahla- f. *stah-, *stag- bo rigid, see 
STAY2] 

steel'ty, a. Of, hard as, steel; inflexibly 
severe, as glance, composure. Hence 
~Iness n. [-Y2] 

steel'yafd, n. Kind of balance with short 
arm to take the thing weighed & long 
graduated arm along which a weight is 
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moved till it balances this. [f. steel + 
yard1, prob. suggested by the steelyard 
beavi or public scales at the Hanseatic 
‘ steelyard ’ (mistranslation of MLG 
stalhof = sample-house) in London] 

steen'boh (stan-, stem), n. Kinds of small 
African antelope. [Du., lit. stone buck] 

steen'ing, u. Stone lining of well. [f. 
(now dial.) steen (OH stienan to stone)+ 
-ing 1 ] 

steen'kirk, n. (hist.). Cravat, other ar¬ 
ticles of dress etc., named in allusion to 
Battle of Steenkerke in Belgium 1692. 

steep1, a. & n. 1. Having decided slope, 
sheer, as ~ hills: (colloq., of demand, 
price, etc.) exorbitant, unreasonable, as 
seems a bit ~ that we should have both the 
trouble & the expense, (of story etc.) exag¬ 
gerated, incredible. 2. n. ~ slope, preci¬ 
pice. Hence ~'en6 v.i. & t., ~'ly2 adv., 
~'ness n., ~'Y2 (poet.) a. [OE steap adj. 
f. Gmc *staupaz- cogn. w. stoop1] 

steep2, v.t., & n. 1. Soak in liquid; bathe 
with liquid; ~ in (fig.), impregnate with, 
pervade with, as ~ed in Greek & Gatin, 
misery, slumber. 2. n. Process of ~ing 
(esp. in ~), liquid in which thing is ~ed. 
[ME stepe, stipa, repr. OE *stiepan, 
stepan f. steap stoup] 

steep'er, n. Vessel in which things are 
steeped. [-ER1] 

stee'ple, n. Lofty structure, esp. tower 
surmounted with spire, rising above roof 
of church; ~c7susc, horse-race (peril, orig. 
with ~ as goal) across tract of country 
with ditches, hedges, etc., to jump, (also) 
cross-country foot-race; ~chaser, rider in 
~chase, horse trained for ~cliase; ~- 
chasing, the sport of riding in ~chases; 
~-crowned hat (with tall pointed crown); 
~jack, man who climbs ~s etc. to do 
repairs etc.; ~-top, polar whale with 
spout-holes ending in cone. Hence 
stee'plED2 (-Id) a., ~wise adv. [OE 
siepcl & stypel (as steep), see -le(1)] 

Steer1, v.t. & i. Guide (vessel) by rudder 
or helm, guide vessel in specified direction, 
(~ing-wheel, vertical wheel with handles 
along rim for controlling rudder, wheel 
for controlling front wheels of motor-car); 
guide (motor, aircraft, etc.) by wheel etc.; 
(chiefly colloq. or poet.) direct (one’s 
course), direct one’s course, in specified 
direction, as ~e<2 his flight heavenwards, 
we ~ed (our course) for the railway station, 
~ clear of (avoid) the local meteorologist; 
~s’man, one who ~s vessel, ~s'manship, 
skill in ~ing. Hence ~'able a., ~'er1 

(1, 2) n., ^'ing1 n. (~ing committee, one 
that decides in what order items of 
business are to be dealt with). [OE 
slieran, OHG stivren, ON sttfra f. Gmc 
*steur]an f. *steuro (OE sleor) rudder] 

steer2, n. Young male of ox kind, esp. 
castrated bullock raised for beef. [OE 
sleor, OHG stior, Goth, stiur, f. Gmc 
*stevraz] 

steer'age, n. (Now rare) steering; (naut.) 

effect of helm on ship, as ship went with 
easy ~; part of ship allotted to ~ pas¬ 
sengers (travelling at cheapest rate), 
variously placed; (hist.; in warship) part 
of berth-deck just forward of wardroom, 
quarters of junior officers, clerks, etc.; 
~-way, amount of headway required by 
vessel to enable her to be controlled by 
helm. [ME ;-age ] 

sleeve1, v.i. & t., & n. (naut.). 1. (Of bow¬ 
sprit) make angle with horizon; cause 
(bowsprit) to do this. 2. n. Such angle, 
[orig. unkn.] 

steeve2, n., & v.t. (naut..). 1. Long spar 
used in stowing cargo. 2. v.t. Stow with 
this. [ME, f. OF estiver or Sp. estivar f. L 
stipare pack tight; cf. stevedore] 

stein (stin), n. Beer mug. [G, = stone] 
Stein'bdrger (stin-, -ger), n. White wine 
grown on Rhine near Wiesbaden, 

stein'bock (stin-), n. A wild goat, the 
Alpine ibex. [G, = stone buck] 

stel'e, n. (Gk arehaeol.; pi. -or). Upright 
slab or pillar usu. with inscription & 
sculpture, esp. as gravestone. [Gk] 

steil'lar, a. Of stars. So ~if'ekous, ~i- 
form, aa. [f. LL stellaris (Stella star, see 
-arOI 

stell'ate, -ated, aa. Arranged like a star, 
radiating, esp. (hot.) ~ leaves (surround¬ 
ing stem in a whorl). Hence steli’ateLY2 
adv. [f. L siellatus (siella star, -ate2)] 

II stell'enbosch (-sh), v.t. (hist.; mil. sk). 
Supersede without formal disgrace by 
appointing to unimportant command, 
[f. in S. Africa, military base so 
utilized ] 

stel2'nl|ar, a. Shaped like, set with, small 
stars. So ~ate2 a. [f. LL stellula dim. of 
Stella star + -ar 1 ] 

stem1, n., & v.t. & i. (-mm-). 1. Main 
body or stalk (usu. rising into light & air 
but occas. subterranean) of tree, shrub, 
or plant; slender stalk supporting fruit, 
flower, or leaf, & attaching it to main 
stalk or branch or twig. 2. ~-shaped 
part, e.g. slender part of wineglass 
between body & foot, vertical hue rising 
or falling from head of note in music, 
various winding-parts of watch (~-winder, 
watch wound by turning head on end of 
~, not by key), tubular part of tobacco- 
-pipe. 3. Part of noun, verb, etc. (derived 
from & occas. identified with a root) to 
which case-endings etc. are added, part 
that appears or would originally appear 
unchanged throughout the case of a 
noun, persons of a tense, etc. 4. Line of 
ancestry, branch of family, as descended 
from an ancient, a collateral, 5. Curved 
timber or metal piece to which ship’s 
sides are joined at fore end, piece joined 
to & forming upright continuation of keel 
at fore end, as from ~ to stern, from end to 
end; false ~, sharp-edged piece in front 
of ~ serving as cutwater. 6. vb. Remove 
~ of (esp. tobacco, whence ~m,ER1(l) 
n.); ’spring from, originate in. Hence 
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~'less, (-)~mED2 (-md), aa., ~'let n. 
[OE stemn, stefn f. Gmc *stamniz, cogn. w. 
OHG stam, ON stamn, stafn; f. root sta- 
STANP ] 

Stem2, v.t. (-mm-)- Check, dam up, 
(stream etc., lit. & fig.); make headway 
against (tide, current, etc., lit. & fig.). 
[(1) check: f. ON stemma (= OHG, G 
stemmen) f. Gmc *stamjan f. *stam-, cf. 
stammer; (2) make headway f. stem1^)] 

stemm'a, n. (pi. ~<a). Family tree, pedi¬ 
gree; lineal descent; (zool.) simple eye, 
facet of compound eye. [L, f. Gk stemma 
wreath (stepho wreathe)] 

stem'ple, n. Each of several cross-bars in 
shaft of mine serving as supports or steps, 
[orig. obsc.; cf. MHG slempfel, (G) 
stempel in similar sense] 

Sten (gun), n. A light-weight machine- 
-gun. [f. S and T (initials of inventors’ 
surnames, Shepherd and Turpin) + -en 
after bren)] 

Stench, n. Offensive smell; ~-frap (in 
sewer etc., to prevent upward passage of 
gas). [OE stenc (any) smell, = OS stanc, 
OHG stanch, f. Gmc *stankw- var. of 
*stinkw- stink] 

sten'cil, n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. (Also ~-plate) 
thin plate of metal etc. in which pattern 
(interrupted when necessary by a thin 
bar of the material left to prevent piece 
from falling out) is cut out; decoration, 
lettering, etc., produced by ~. 2. v.t. 
Produce (pattern) on surface, ornament 
(surface) with pattern, by brushing paint 
etc. over a ~-plate laid on the surface. 
Hence -^Ier1 n. [f. OF estanceler sparkle, 
cover with stars, f. estencele f. Rom. 
*stincilla, see tinsel] 

Steno-, comb, form of Gk slenos narrow, 
chiefly in scientific wds. 

sienoch'romy (-k-), n. Art of printing in 
several colours at one impression, [f. 
steno- + Gk khroma colour + -Y1 ] 

sten'ograph (-alif), n. Character used, 
piece of writing, in shorthand; kinds of 
machine for writing in shorthand. 
So stenog'raphER1, stenog'raph- 
ist, stenog'raphY1, nn., stenographic 
a., stenograph'iCALLY adv. [steno- + 
-GRAPH] 

Sten'tor, n. Person with powerful voice. 
Hence stentor'iAN a. [L f. Gk Stentdr, 
herald in Trojan war] 

step1, v.i. & t. (-pp-). 1. Shift & set down 
foot or alternate feet (~ out, short, take 
long, short, steps; ~ through a dance, 
perform its steps; ~ high, lift feet high 
esp. of trotting horse, so high-slepp'er); 
go short distance or progress in some 
direction by ~ping (~ back, forward, 
across the road, into the boat; ~ this way, 
polite formula for come here; ~ in, out, 
enter, leave, room or house; ~ in, fig., 
intervene to help or hinder; ~ up, down; 
~ aside, lit., & fig. = make digression); 
~ on the GAS; hence ~ on it (si.), hurry. 
2. Perform (dance; also ~ it, dance). 

Step- 

measure (distance), by ~ping. 3. (naut., 
prob. f. n.). Set up (mast) in step. 4. ~-in 
n. & a., (garment, esp. woman’s under¬ 
garment) put on by being ~ped into; 
~ping-stone, raised usu. as one of set 
in stream or muddy place to enable 
passengers to cross dryshod, (fig.) means 
to an end; ~ up (trans.), increase the 
rate, volume, etc. of, (eiectr.) increase 
voltage of (current) by transformer. [OE 
stseppan, steppan = OHG step fen f. Gmc 
*stapjan f. *stap- (foil.)] 

step2, n. 1. Complete movement of one 
leg in walking or running or dancing, 
distance gained by it, mark left by foot 
on ground, sound made by setting foot 
down, manner of stepping as seen or 
heard, simultaneous stepping with corre¬ 
sponding legs by two or more persons or 
animals, (fig.) measure taken esp. as one 
of a series in some course of action, (took 
a ~ back or forward; ~ by ~, gradually, 
cautiously, by degrees; that is a long ~ 
towards success; it is bid a ~ to my house, 
from life to death, exagg. for short distance 
or quick transition; do not move a ~ ; turn 
one’s *—’S, go in a specified direction; 
found his ~s or usu. foot~s in the soil; 
in his etc. ~s, following his etc. example; 
do you hear a, know her, ; walks with 
a rapid ~ ; one-~, dance names; in, 
out of, stepping, not stepping, in time 
with others or with drum-beat etc.; keep, 
break, ~, keep in, get out of, ~; keep ~ 
with person, to band etc.; false ~ ; must 
take in the matter, to prevent it, etc.; 
a rash, ill-advised, prudent, etc., ~; mind, 
watch, your ~, be careful). 2. Surface 
provided or utilized for placing foot on 
in ascending or descending, e.g. tread or 
riser & tread of staircase, block of stone 
or other platform before door or altar etc., 
rung of ladder, notch cut for foot in ice 
climbing, attached piece of vehicle for 
stepping up or down by, (pi., also -— 
-ladder or pair or set of ~s) kind of short 
ladder with flat ~s & prop used without 
being leant against wall ete., (fig.) one of 
the degrees in some scale of precedence 
or advancement, advance from one of 
these to another, (staircase of 50 ~s; 
stone, oak, ~s; door, altar, -~; on the top 
~ of the ladder; run down the ~s; cut¬ 
ting ~.s with his ice-axe; when did you get 
your promotion esp. in army; give 
him a~ in the peerage). 3. (Naut.) socket 
or platform supporting mast; (carpentry) 
piece of timber with another fixed upright 
in it; (mech.) lower socket or bearing for 
shaft. 4. ~-dowce, in which the ~s are 
peculiar or difficult or of more importance 
than the figure, usu. danced as display by 
one performer. Hence ~pED2 (-pt) a., 
~'wise adv. [OE steepe, stepe f. slapiz f. 
Gmc *stap-] 

step-, pref., = holding nominal relation¬ 
ship analogous to that specified owing 
to death of one and remarriage of the 
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other of a married pair; ~'child, —'son, 
daughter, one’s wife’s or husband’s 

child by previous marriage; father, ~- 
nwther, parent, one’s parent’s later 
husband or wife; mother or arch. 
dame, harsh or neglectful mother lit. or 
fig., whence ~'motherT.v1 a.; ~'brother, 
~'sisler, child of previous marriage of 
one’s parent. [OE steop-, = OHG 
stiof-, ON stjilp- f. Gmc *steupo-] 

stephanot'is, n. Climbing hothouse plant 
with fragrant waxy flowers. [Gk fern, 
adj. = fit for a wreath (stephanos) ] 

step'ney, n. (hist.; pi. ~s). Spare spoke¬ 
less wheel formerly carried by motorists, 
[said to be from Street, Llanelly, where 
made] 

steppe, n. Level plain devoid of forest 
esp. in Russia & Siberia, [f. Russ, stepi] 

-ster, suf. forming agent nn.; OE -estre, of. 
Du. & Fris. -ster. In OE the suf. was orig. 
confined to the fem., but this restriction 
appears in mod. E only in spinster. Exx.: 
tyrew~, huck~ (which however seems to 
have existed before the obs. vb huck), 
garner*, mall~, pun~, & perh. hol~, bol~. 
In seamstress -ess1 is added to -ster; -ster 
in lobster is of different orig., but perh. 
assimilated. 

stercora'ceous (-shits), sterc'oral, aa. 
Of ordure or faeces. [L stcrcus -oris dung, 
-ACEOTJS, -AL] 

stere, n. A cubic metre (about 35-3 cu. ft). 
[F (-ere), f. Gk stereos solid] 

ste'reo, n. & a. (colloq.; pi. ~s). Stereo¬ 
type (often attrib., as ~ plate); stereo¬ 
scope; (adj.) stereoscopic, [shortening] 

ste'reo- (or ster-), comb, form of Gk stereos 
solid, stiff: ~6a<e, solid platform on which 
a building is erected; ~che.m'istry, brancli 
dealing with composition of matter as 
affected by relations of atoms in space; 
r*gram, ~graph, (one of) a pair of photo¬ 
graphs for use in a ~scope; ~phon'ic a., 
(of sound reproduced) giving the effect of 
coming from more than one direction; 
~ scope, instrument for viewing pair of 
photographs of scene, object, etc. taken 
at slightly different angles, each with one 
eye, thus producing by the combination of 
these images an impression of depth & 
solidity, so ~scop'ic(ally), ~scopY1 (-6s-). 

Ste'reotyple (or ster-), n., & v.t. 1. Print¬ 
ing-plate cast from a papier-mache or 
other mould of a piece of printing com¬ 
posed in movable type; making, use, of 
such plates; (fig.) fixed mental impression; 
~e-block, on which ~e is mounted for use; 
hence ~ist(1),~y \ ~og'kaphy, nn. 2. v.t. 
Make ~es of; print by use of ~es; (fig.) 
make unchangeable, impart monotonous 
regularity to, fix in all details, formalize; 
hence ~erj n. [f. F stereotype a. (prec., 
TYPE)] 

ste'ril]e, a. Unfruitful, unproductive, 
barren, not producing crop or fruit or 
young or complete seed or result (~e 
land, cow, plant, year, effort, discussion); 

free from living germs esp. bacilli or 
bacteria or microbes (usu. ~ized); (of 
style) jejune, bald. Hence or cogn. ~ize(3) 

(-I1-) v.t., (esp.) render free from micro- 
-organisms, render incapable of producing 
offspring, ~iza,tion,~Izer1(2), sterll'lTY, 
nn. [f. F sterile or L sterilis] 

sterl'et, n. Kind of small sturgeon, [f. 
Russ, sterlyadi] 

sterl'ing, a. & n. 1. (Of coins & precious 
metals) genuine, of standard value or 
purity, (abbr. stg; with coins, chiefly 
appended to sum expressed in pounds 
■without odd money, as £20 stg; is of ~ 
gold, silver); (transf.) of solid worth, not 
showy, that is wThat it seems to be, (is a ~ 
fellow; ~ sense, qualities, character; the ~* 
nature of). 2. n. Genuine British money; 
British money as dist. from foreign 
money; ~ area, group of countries keeping 
their reserves in ~ and not in gold or 
dollars, and transferring money freely 
between each other, [of uncert. orig., 
but prob. a late OE formation in -ling1, 
perh. *steorling coin with a star (OE 
steorra), some of the early Norman pennies 
having on them a small star] 

stern1, a. Severe, grim, rigid, strict, en¬ 
forcing discipline or submission, not com¬ 
passionate or indulgent or yielding, (~ 
countenance, ruler, treatment, rebuke, vir¬ 
tue, father, tutor; made of ~er stuff; ~er 
SEX). Hence ~'l\'2 adv., ~'ness n. [OE 
stymie, f. Gmc *sternjaz, repr. only in E ] 

stdrn2, n. 1. Hind part of ship or boat 
(opp. bow, stem; from stem to ~, through¬ 
out ship; ~ chase, pursuit of ship by 
another straight behind it; ~ foremost, 
moving backwards; ~ on, with ~ pre¬ 
sented ; by 1 the ~). 2. Buttocks, rump; 
tail esp. of foxhound. 3. ~-/asf, rope 
or chain securing ~ to quay etc.; ~-post, 
central upright timber or iron of ~ usu. 
bearing rudder; ~ sheets, space in boat 
aft of rowers’ thwarts often -with seats for 
passengers [perh. f. sheet in naut. sense 
rope]; ~-uiay, backwrard motion or im¬ 
petus of ship; ~-wheel’er, steamer pro¬ 
pelled by one large paddle-wheel at ~. 
Hence (-)~ed2 (-nd), ~'most, aa., ~'ward 
a. & adv., ~'wards (-z) adv. [prob. f. ON 
stdjrn steering f. Gmc *steurja.n steer1] 

stern|(o)-, comb, form of foil. esp. in 
names of muscles etc. connecting sternum 
with other part; ~al'gia, chest-pain, esp. 
angina pectoris; ~oclavic’ular, of sternum 
& clavicle; ~ofa'cial; ~othyr'oid. 

stern'|um, n. (pi. ~a). Bone running from 
neck to stomach & having ribs articulated 
with it, the breastbone. Hence ~al a. 
[mod. L, f. Gk sternon chest] 

st£rnuta'tion, n. Sneezing, sneeze, [f. L 
sternutatio (sternutare frequent, of ster- 
nuere sneeze cf. Gk ptamumai, -ation)] 

sternut'ative, a., sternut'atory, a. & n. 
(Substance, e.g. snuff) causing to sneeze. 
[L sternutare (prec.), -ive, -ory] 

stert'orous, a. (Of breathing or breather, 
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esp. in apoplexy etc.) making snorelike 
sonnds. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [L 
stertere snore, -or, -ous ] 

stet, proof-correcting direction, & v.t. 
1. Let it (i.e. the original form) stand (in 
margin to cancel a correction). 2. v.t. 
Write ~ against, cancel correction of. 
[L, 3 sing1 subj. of stare standi 

sfeth'loscope, n., & v.t. 1. Instrument 
used in auscultation esp. of the heart. 
2. v.t. Examine with ~oscope. Hence ~- 
os'copisT, ~6s'copY\ nn., ~oscop'ic 
a., ~oscop'ically adv. [F (ste-), f. Gk 
stethos breast, -scope ] 

stet'son, n. Broad-brimmed slouch hat. 
[<S~, maker’s name] 

Stev'edore, n. Man employed in loading 
& unloading ships, [f. Sp. estivador f. 
eslivar stow a cargo (L st ipare see steeve 2) ] 

stew1, n. (arch.). Brothel (usu. the ~s). 
[ME; crig. bath-room or house (of. 
Bagnio), f. OF esluve, rel. to foil.] 

Stew'2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Cook (t. & i.) by 
long simmering in closed vessel with little 
liquid (let person, thing, ~ in his etc. awn 
juice or grease, abstain from helping etc.; 
'-—ING1 pears etc., fit for eating ~ed, not 
raw; the tea is ~ed, is bitter or strong 
with too long soaking); (fig.) be oppressed 
by close or moist warm atmosphere, (si.) 
= swot; ~-pan, -pot, shallow saucepan, 
covered crock, used for ~ing. 2. n. Dish 
made by ~ing (Irish of mutton, 
potato, & onion); (fig., colloq.) in a ~, 
agitated with perplexity, anxiety, or 
anger. [ME, f. OF estuver, rel. to prec.] 

stew3, n. II Fishpond, tank for keeping 
fish alive in; artificial oyster-bed. [ME, 
f. OF estui (esluier shut up)] 

stew'ard, n. 1. Person entrusted with 
management of another's property, esp. 
paid manager of great house or estate. 
2. Purveyor of provisions etc. for a col¬ 
lege, club, guild, ship, etc. 3. Passengers’ 
attendant & waiter on ship or aircraft. 
4. Any of the officials managing a race- 
-meeting, ball, show, etc. 5. II Lord High 
S~ of England, high officer of state; 
|| Lord <S’~ of the Household, high court 
officer. Hence ~ess1, ~ship, nn. [OE 
sliweard f. stig (prob.) house, hall, 
+ v-eard ward1; cf. sty1] 

stlien'ic, a. (path.). (Of disease etc.) with 
morbid increase of vital action esp. of 
heart & arteries. [Gk sthenos strength 
+ -IC, after asthenic] 

sflch'omyth, stichomyth'ia, (-k-), n. 
Dialogue in alternate lines cf verse as 
employed in Greek plays, [f. Gk stikho- 
muthia (slikhos line, myth)] 

stick, v.t. & i. (stuck), & n. 1. Thrust 
point of in(to) or through (~ the spurs in', 
~ bayonet, pin, into or through). 2. Insert 
pointed thing(s) into, stab, (~ pigs, of 
butcher, also of mounted sportsman 
spearing wild pig; will pull out a knife <£■• 
~ you', tipsy-cake stuck over or stuck with 
almonds; cushion stuck full of inns). 3. Fix 

stick 

(up)on pointed thing, be fixed (as) by 
point in(to) or on (to), (colloq.) put in 
specified position, (heads were stuck on 
spikes of gateway; arrows ~ in target; 
work with needle ~ing in it; ~ feather, 
rose, in cap, buttonhole; ~ pen behind one's 
ear; ~ up a target, erect it; ~ your cap on; 
~ them in your pocket; ~ a few commas in ; 
just ~ it on the table, down anywhere). 
4. (With out, up) protrude, (cause to) 
project, be or make erect, (~ one’s head 
out of window, his hair straight up', 
~-up collar, not turned down; ~ out 
one’s chest; ~ one’s chin (or neck) out 
(colloq.), ask for trouble, expose oneself 
to danger; how Iris stomach ~s out!; this 
~s out a mile, si., is very obvious; stuek- 
-up, conceited, insolently exclusive, prob. 
f. carriage of head; ~ up to, not humble 
oneself before, offer resistance to; ~ up 
for, maintain cause or character of esp. 
absent person). 5. Fix or become or 
remain fixed (a,s) by adhesion of surfaces, 
(cause to) adhere or cleave, (~ postage- 
stamp on; this envelope will not ~ ; if you 
throw mud enough, some of it will ~, 
innocence is not proof against scandal; 
limpet to rock; ~ to the point, not 
digress; ~ to business, avoid distractions; 
the nam,e stuck to him, or stuck, was not 
forgotten; friend that ~eth closer than a 
brother; can you ~ on a, horse?, escape 
being thrown; some of the money stuck 
in or to his fingers, was appropriated or 
embezzled by him; friends should ~ to¬ 
gether ; ~ to friend, resolve, promise, word, 
etc., abide by, remain faithful to; || ~ 
bills, post placards on wall etc., esp. ~ no 
bills, notice forbidding placarding of wall; 
~ to it, persist, not cease trying; ~ in 
photographs, paste them in book etc.; 
~s like a bur, is not to be got rid of; 
are you going to ~ in or indoors all day?, 
remain at home; so perh. ~ out for higher 
price, better terms, etc., refuse to take 
lower). 6. ~ it out or ~ it (si.), endure the 
conditions (could not ~ it any longer). 
7. ~ it on (si.), make high charges, exag¬ 
gerate in narration. 8. Lose or deprive of 
power of motion through friction, jam¬ 
ming, suction, difficulty, or other im¬ 
pediment (~ in the mud lit., & fig. be 
unprogressive; —in-the-mud, (adj.) slow, 
uuprogressive, (n.) person of such kind; 
also si. Mrs etc. S~-in-the-mud, Mrs. etc. 
So-&-so; ~s inmy throat, I cannot swallow 
it lit. or fig.; in one’s gizzard, cannot 
be digested fig.; ~ fast, be hopelessly 
bogged etc.; is stuck on a sandbank; got 
tip to the fourth form, through some ten 
lines, & there stuck; ~ at nothing, allow 
nothing, esp. no scruples, to deter one; 
II stuck tip, si., completely at a loss; that 
will ~ him up, puzzle him; ~ up bank, 
mail-van, etc., si., terrorize officials etc., 
in order to rob). 9. Provide (plant) with 
~ as support or to climb up. 10. Set 
(type) in composing—, whence ~'eul(2) n. 

1261 
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11. ~ing-place, -point, at which screw 
becomes jammed (usu. fig. w. ref. to 
Macbeth I. vii. 60); ~ing-plasler, adhesive 
plaster for wounds etc.; II ~jaio (si.), toffy 
etc. hard to masticate. 12. n. Shoot of 
tree cut to convenient length for use as 
walking-cane or bludgeon, staff, wand, 
rod, piece of wood whether as part of 
something or separate more or less 
resembling these in shape & size, (cut a 
— from the hedge; cannot walk without a —; 
gathering —s to make a fire, twigs; any — 
to beat a dog, hatred makes unscrupulous; 
BROOM, DRUM1, FIDDLE, GOLD, rocket, 
shooting, single1, sword, umbrella, 
—; riding on brooms, witch’s way of 
transporting herself through air; house 
was pulled clown & not a — left standing; 
a,few~s of furnit ure, chairs etc. of simple 
kind; wants the —, should be caned; as 
CROSS3 as, devil1 on, two —s; in a cleft —, 
sec cleave1; cut2 one’s —); (naut., joc.) 
mast or spar; (mus.) conductor’s baton; 
(fig.) person of no vigour or intelligence 
or social qualities, incompetent actor or 
actress. 13. Slender more or less cylin¬ 
drical piece of sugar-candy, sealing-wax, 
shaving-soap, etc. 14. (Short, with aid of 
context, for) fiddle—, drum-—, compos¬ 
ing---, etc. 15. Number (of bombs) released 
in rapid succession from aircraft, cf. 
salvo2. 16. ~-insect, = walking— insect. 
[(vb) OE siician (= OIIG stehhon) f. Gmc 
*stik- cogn. w. Gk STIGMA; (n.) OE stlcca, 
OIIG stecko f. *stikkon f. Gmc *slik-] 

stick'cr, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
pig-~, long-bladed sharp-pointed knife; 
bill4—; batsman who scores slowly & is 
hard to get out; person who stays too 
long on visit; "adhesive label; (organ- 
-build.) wooden rod transmitting motion 
between ends of two reciprocating levers. 
[-ER1] 

II stick'it, a. (Sc.). ~ minister, licentiate 

who has failed to get a pastoral charge. 

[Sc. form of p.p. of stick] 

Stic'kleback (-klb-), n. Small fish with 
sharp spines on back. [ME, f. OE sticel 
a prickle, sting, see stick, -le(1), back1] 

stick'ler, n. — for, person who insists on 
or pertinaciously supports or advocates 
(is a great, am no, — for authority, pre¬ 
cision, etc.), [f. obs. stickle bo umpire, 
ME stigMle frequent, of slightf. OE stihtan 
( = OIIG stiffen) set in order] 

stick'|y, a. Tending to stick to what is 
touched, glutinous, viscous; unbending, 
critical, making or Ukely to make objec¬ 
tions (he was very —y about giving me 
leave); (si.) highly unpleasant & painful 
(he’ll come to a —y end); ~y-back, small 
photograph with gummed hack. Hence 
—ily2 adv.,—Iness n. [-Y2] 

stiff, a. & n. 1. Rigid, not flexible, unbend¬ 
ing, unyielding, uncompromising, obsti¬ 
nate, (— shirt-front; lies — in death; has 
a — leg, incapable of bending at knee; -— 
-necked, stubborn; keep a — upper lip, 

show firmness of character; — ship, heel¬ 
ing little under sail, not crank; — market, 
with prices remaining firm; met the charge 
with a — denial). 2. Lacking ease or 
grace or graciousness or spontaneity, 
constrained, reserved, haughty, formal, 
(— manners; a — reception, bow, etc.; 
— movement, attitude, etc.; writes in a — 
style). 3. Not working freely, sticking, 
offering resistance, (a— hinge, piston, etc.; 
— un, veteran athlete etc., (si.) corpse; 
— neck, rheumatic affection in which 
patient cannot turn head without pain); 
(of muscle, limb, etc., or person in regard 
to them) aching when used as result of 
previous exertion. 4. Hard to cope with, 
calling for strength or capacity of some 
kind, trying, (— examination, climb, slope, 
breeze; a — price, high; a — glass of rum, 
strong; a — subject, requiring application 
to master it). 5. (Of moist clay, batter, 
etc.) thick & viscous, not fluid, in or 
approaching plastic state. 6. (colloq.). 
(In pred. use) to the point of exhaustion, 
almost to death, as bore, scare, —. 7. —- 
-bit, horse’s bit made of unjointed bar with 
rings at ends; hence —'ly2 adv., —'NESS 
n., —'ish1(2) a., ~'en6 v.t. & i., —'enER1 
(2), ~,eniNG1(l, 4), nn. 8. n. (si.). Negoti¬ 
able paper; corpse; hopeless or incorri¬ 
gible person. [OE stif, = MLG stiff. Gmc 
*slifaz, cogn. w. L stipare to crowd] 

sti'fle1, v.t. & i. = smother vb. Hence 
(preferred to corresp. wds f. smother) 
stif'liNG1 a., stif'lingLY2 adv. [orig. 
obsc.; w. 14th c. form stuf(f)le cf. OF 
estouffer smother] 

sti'fle2, n. (Also ~-joint) joint of horse’s 
hind leg between liip & hock; disease of 
—joint or •—bone, whence Stif'lED2 (-Id) 
a.; —-tone, bone of —-joint, horse’s knee- 
-pan; — -shoe, kind with which —d horse is 
shod on sound leg to make it use & so 
strengthen the weak one. [orig. unkn.] 

stig'ma, n. (pi. — s, & — ta as specified be¬ 
low). 1. (arch.). Mark branded on slave, 
criminal, etc. 2. Imputation attaching to 
person’s reputation; stain on one’s good 
name. 3. (Path.) definite characteristic of 
some disease; (anat., zool.) spot, pore, 
small natural mark on skin etc., small red 
spot on person’s skin (pi. —fa) that bleeds 
periodically or under mental stimulus; 
(bot.) part of style or ovary-surface that 
receives pollen in impregnation, so stig- 
mat'ic, —tosE1, aa. 4. (eccl.; pi. —fa; 
usu. in pi.). Mark(s) corresponding to 
those left by the nails & spear at the 
Crucifixion said to have been impressed 
on the bodies of St Francis of Assisi & 
others (whence — tiST n.) & attributed to 
divine favour. [L f. Gk stigma -atos mark 
made by pointed instrument, brand] 

stig'matiz|c, -isle (-iz), v.t. Use oppro¬ 
brious terms of, describe opprobriously 
as, (shall not —e him as he deserves; — e 
him, it, as a emuard, cowardice); pro¬ 
duce stigmata on (person) by hypnotic 
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suggestion etc. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. 
F -iser or med. L f. Gk stigmatizo (prec., 
-IZE) ] 

stile1, n. Steps or some provision other 
than gate enabling passengers to get over 
or through fence or wall but excluding 
cattle etc. {help lame DOG1 over ~). [OE 
stigel f. siigan climb, -le(1); cf. stirrup] 

stile-, n. Vertical piece (cf. rail1) in 
frame of panelled door, wainscot, etc. 
[perh. f. Du. stijl pillar, door-post] 

stilett'o, n. (pi. ~s), & v.t. 1. Small 
dagger (vb, stab with ~). 2. Pointed 
implement for making eyelets etc.; ~ 
heel of shoe (long and pointed). [It., dim. 
Of Slilo f. L Stilus STYLE1, -ET1] 

still1, a., n., v.t. & i., & adv. 1. Without 
or almost without motion or sound or 
both (stand, sit, lie, keep, ~, motionless; 
a ~ lake, unruffled; ~ water Is run deep; 
~ as the grave; a ~ evening; hoio ~ every¬ 
thing is!; in ~ meditation; ~ small voice, 
that of conscience, w. ref. to 1 Kings xix. 
12; all sounds are ~, hushed; ~ life in 
painting, representation of inanimate 
things such as fruit & furniture; ~ hock 
etc., not sparkling; ~ birth, delivery of 
dead child, so —born);—bugle, naval call 
requiring crew to remain motionless till 
next call: ~-fi.sh v.i., fish from anchored 
boat; hence ^-'y1 (-1-11) [-ly2] adv. (rare), 
~'ness n. 2. n. Deep silence (in the ~ 
of night); an ordinary photograph, as 
distinct from a motion picture. 3. vb. 
Quiet, calm, appease, assuage, silence; 
(rare) grow calm (when the tempest ~s). 
4. adv. Constantly, habitually, (arch.); 
then or now or for the future as before, 
even to this or that past or present or 
future time; nevertheless, for all that, on 
the other hand, all the same; (with corn- 
par.) even, yet. [OE stille adj., OS, OHG 
stilli f. Gmc *stell-, *stilljaz f. *stel- be 
fixed; vb f. OE stillan] 

still2, n., & v.t. 1. Distilling-apparatus, 
esp. for making spirituous liquors, con¬ 
sisting essentially of a boiler & a con¬ 
densing chamber, the vapour from the 
former passing into a spiral tube or worm 
surrounded by cold water or other re¬ 
frigerating matter that fills the latter & 
issuing in drops as it condenses; II —room, 
room for distilling, housekeeper’s store- 
-room in large house. 2. v.t. Distil (poet.); 
make (spirit) in ~. [aphetic f. distil ; n. f. 
vb] 

still'age, n. Bench, frame, etc., for keep¬ 
ing articles off floor while draining, 
waiting to be packed, etc. [app. f. Du. 
stellagie, -age (stcllen to place, -age)] 

still'ing, still'ion (-yon), n. Support for 
cask. [perh. f. Du. stelling scaffold (as 
prec., -ing1)] 

stilly1. See still1. 

still'y2,a.(poet.). Still,quiet, [still1,-ly1] 

stilt, n. Pole with rest for foot used 
generally in pairs with upper part of pole 
bound to leg or held with hand & raising 

sting 

user from ground (on ~s lit., & fig. = 
bombastic, stilted); (also ~-6trd or -plover 
or -walker) long-legged bird resembling 
plover in having three-toed feet; ~- 
-pelrel, -sandpiper, long-legged kinds. 
[ME stilte, cogn. w. MDu., (M)LG stelte, 
OHG stelza] 

stil'ted, a. (As) on stilts; (of literary 
style etc.) pompous, bombastic, whence 
~ly2 adv., <—'Ness n.; (of arch) with pieces 
of upright masonry between imposts & 
feet of the true arch. [-ED2] 

Stil'ton, n. Superior land of veined 
cheese named from ~ in Huntingdonshire. 

stilus1 See stylus. 

stim'ulant, a. & n. 1. Stimulating (rare 
in gen. sense); (med.) producing rapid 
transient increase of vital energy in 
organism or some part of it. 2. n. ~ agent 
or substance, as warmth, electricity, joy, 
etc., or exciting drug or article of food 
esp. alcoholic drink; never takes ~s, usu. = 
drinks no alcohol, [f. L as foil., -ant] 

stim'ul|ate, v.t. Apply stimulus to, act 
as stimulus upon, animate, spur on, excite 
to (more vigorous) action. Hence or cogn. 
~atiNQ2, ~ativi’, aa., ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. 
[L stimulare (foil.), -ate3] 

stim'ullus, n. (pi. ~i). 1. Thing that 
rouses to activity or energy (so lethargic 
that no ~us affects him); rousing effect 
(under the ~us of hunger). 2. (Physiol.) 
thing that evokes functional reaction in 
tissues; (bot.) sting, whence ~ose1 a. 
3. (eccl.). Point at end of crosier, pastoral 
staff, etc. [L, = goad] 

stim'y, n., & v.t. (Var. of) stymie. 
sting, v.t. & i. (stung), & n. 1. Wound 
with ~ (a bee, nettle, stung him, his finger); 
affect with tingling physical or sharp 
mental pain (pepper ~s one’s tongue; the 
cane, his bat-handle, the blmv, his con¬ 
science, the imputation, stung him; stung by 
reproaches, with envy or desire; a ~ing 
insult), whence '—'ingLY2 adv.; (of part 
of one’s body) feel acute pain or communi¬ 
cate it to sensorium (my hand, tooth, ~s); 
be able to ~, have a ~ (some bees do not ~; 
~ing-netlle, opp. dead-nettle); (si.) involve 
in expense, (usu. pass.) be caught, 
swindled, involved in expense (he was 
stung for a fiver). 2. n. Sharp-pointed 
weapon often tubular & connected with 
poison-gland in some insects & other 
animals (in tail as with bee; also of 
snake’s poison-fang) & plants (projecting 
as hair from surface as in nettle); inflic¬ 
tion of wound with ~, wound so made, 
pain caused by it, wounding quality or 
effect, rankling or acute pain of body or 
mind, keenness or vigour, (was hurt by a 
~; face covered with ~s; the ~ of hunger, 
~s of remorse; the ~ is in the postscript; 
this air, bowling, has no ~ in it, is relaxing, 
feeble). 3. —bull or -fish, kind of weever; 
—nettle, ~ing-nettle; —ray, kinds of 
fish with flexible tail having sharp 
serrated projecting spine used as weapon; 
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—winkle, beaked shellfish that bores 

holes in other shellfish; hence ~'less a. 

[OE stingan, ON slinga, f. Gmc *sleng- 
pierce] 

sting'aree (-ngg-), n. = sting-ray. [cor¬ 

rupt. ] 
sting'er, n. In vbl senses; esp., smart 

painful blow. [-ER1] 
sting'o (-nggo), n. (arch.). Strong beer. 

[sting, w. ref. to pungency, with fancy 
ending! 

stin'gly (-jl),a. Meanly parsimonious, nig¬ 
gardly. Hence ~ii.Y2 adv., ~Iness n. 

[17th c. also = stinging, perh. f. dial. 
stinge sting] 

stink, v.i. & t. (stank or stunk, stunk), & n. 
1. (Have or emit) strong offensive smell 
(~ in nostrils of; ~ one out, drive him 
from room etc. by ~), whence ~'ingLY2 
adv.; (si.) ~ of money, be notoriously 
rich; (si.) perceive ~ of (can ~ it a mile 
off)-, II (n. pi., si.) chemistry, natural 
science, as subject of study; (part., si.) 
objectionable in any way, that one 
dislikes; (part., as distinctive epithet of 
animals or plants) having recognizable & 
usu. disagreeable smell (—ing camomile-, 
~ing cedar or yew, savin & allied trees; 
~ing crane’s-bill, hellebore, horehound, 
nightshade, etc.; —ing-weed or -wood, kind 
of cassia; —ing badger, teledu). 2. —-alive, 
the fish bib (from rapid putrefaction after 
death); — -ball, vessel containing explo¬ 
sives etc. generating noxious vapours 
used formerly in naval warfare; —-bomb 
(emitting nauseating smell on exploding); 
—-horn, kinds of ill-smelling fungus; 
—'pot, any receptacle containing some¬ 
thing that ~s, also = —-ball, also as 
abusive term for person or thing; —-stone, 
kind of limestone giving off fetid smell 
when quarried; —-trap, appliance to 
prevent escape of effluvia from drains 
when opened. [OE stincan, (M)Du., 
(M)LG, G stinlcen, OIIG stinkan f. Gmc 
•stinkw-; cf. stench] 

stink'ard, n. Stinking person or animal, 
esp. the teledu. [-ard] 

stink'er, n. Stinkard, stinkpot; kinds of 
large petrel; (si.) anything peculiarly 
offensive, irritating, or rousing (esp. of a 
letter, as / wrote him a—). [-er1] 

stint, v.t., & n. 1. Cease doing or to do 
(arch.); keep on short allowance (~ one¬ 
self or person or animal in food etc.); 
supply or give in niggardly amount or 
grudgingly (~ food, money, service, etc.); 
hence ~'IngLY2 adv. 2. n. Limitation of 
supply or effort (usu. without, no, —; 
laboured without —, without sparing 
effort), whence ~'less a. 3. Fixed or 
allotted amount of or of work (do one’s 
daily —); area of coal-face to be worked 
in a shift. 4. Kinds of small sandpiper, 
(pop.) dunlin. [OE styntan to blunt, dull, 
f. Gmc *stuntjan f. *stuntaz adj. stunt1] 

stip'ate, a. (bot.). Crowded, close-set. [L 
stipare pack, -ate2] 

stipe, stip'es (-z), n. (bot., zool.). Stalk 
or stem (in bot. esp. support of carpel, 
stalk of frond, stem of fungus). Hence 
stip'iroRM, stip'itATE2, stip'itiroRM, aa. 
[F stipe, L stipes tree-trunk etc.] 

stip'el, n. (bot.). Secondary stipule at 
base of leaflets of compound leaf. Hence 
~1ate2 a. [f. F stipelle (prec., -el)] 

stip'end, n. Fixed periodical money al¬ 
lowance for work done, salary, esp. clergy¬ 
man’s official income. [ME, f. OF 
stipende f. L stipendium] 

stipen'diary, a. & n. (Person) receiving 
stipend, paid, not serving gratuitously; 
II ~ (magistrate), paid magistrate in large 
provincial towns, cf. metropolitan, [f. L 
stipendiarius (prec., -ary1)] 

stipes. See stipe. 
stip'pl|e, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Engrave (plate, 
thing portrayed), paint or draw, in dots, 
not lines; use this method ; hence~er1(1, 
2), ~ing 1, nn. 2. n. Dotted work; ~e- 
-graver, engraver’s ~ing-tool. [f. Du. 
stippelen (stippen to prick, f. slip point) ] 

stip'ullate1, v.i. & t. —ate for, mention or 
insist upon as essential part of agree¬ 
ment ; demand as part of bargain or 
agreement that-, (p.p.) laid down as part 
of the terms of an agreement (is not of 
the—ated quality). So ~a'tionx [-ation], 

~atOR, nn. [f. L stipulari, -ate3] 

stip'ul|e, n. Small leaflike appendage 
to leaf usu. at base of leaf-stem. Hence 
~a'ceous (-ashus), •—'ARl, ~aryx, ~ate2 
[-ate2], ~iF0RM, aa.,~a'tion2 [-ation] n. 

[F, f. L stipula, see stubble] 

stf?1, v.t. & i. (-rr-), & n. 1. Set, keep, or 
(begin to) be, in motion (not a breath —s 
the lake, leaves-, sit without —ring a foot 
etc. ov—ring; i/ you ~, I shoot; never ~red 
abroad or out of the house, went out; is 
not ~ring yet, is still in bed; ~ the fire, 
use poker; ~ your stumps, colloq., make 
haste, walk etc. faster; ~ tea, porridge, 
soup, etc., move spoon etc. round & 
round in to mix ingredients, keep from 
burning in pot, etc.; there -is no news~ring, 
going about; lead ~ring life, be busy; ~ 
up, mix well by ~ring; ~ up the mud, sedi¬ 
ment, etc., make it rise from bottom of 
liquid by ~ring); rouse (up), excite, 
animate, inspirit, (~ up strife, mutiny, 
discontent, curiosity; person wants ~ring 
up, is indolent or torpid; ~ one’s blood, 
excite him to enthusiasm, desire, etc.; ~ 
one’s wrath, bile, etc., enrage, disgust, 
etc.; raring events, times, music, etc., ex¬ 
citing, stimulating; a ~ring speech, pic¬ 
ture, tale), whence ~'ringLY2 adv.; ~- 
-about, (n.) porridge, (adj.) bustling; 
hence ~'rER1(l, 2) n. 2. n. Commotion, 
bustle, disturbance, excitement, sensa¬ 
tion, (full of'-' & movement; person, event, 
makes a great ~, is much discussed etc.); 
slightest movement (not a •—), whence 
~'less a.; act of —-ring (give the fire a ~). 
[OE styrian, MSw. styra f. Gmc * slurj an; 
cogn. w. OHG storen] 
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Stf?2, n. (si.). Prison, [orig. unkn.] 
stirk, n. (Sc. & dial.). Yearling bullock or 
heifer. [OE stirc, app. dim, of steor 
STEER2] 

Stirp'iculture, n. Breeding of special 
stocks or strains, [foil., -I-, culture] 

strips, n. (Law) progenitor of family; 
(zool.) classiflcatory group. [L, = stock] 

Sti'rrup, n. Eider’s foot-rest usu. con¬ 
sisting of iron loop with flattened base 
hung by a strap or •—leather from ~-&ar, 
iron attachment let into saddle; ~ & 
-leather as a whole; (naut.) rope with eye 
giving hold in reefing; ~-hone, small bone, 
~-shaped in man, in mammal’s ear; ~- 
-cup, of wine etc. presented to person 
mounted for departure; ~-iron, ~ with¬ 
out ~-leather; ~-piece in carpentry etc., 
hanging support; ~-pump (with foot-rest 
& nozzle for producing either jet or 
spray of water, used for extinguishing 
small fires). [OE stirap (stigan climb, cf. 
STILE, ROPE)] 

stitch, n., & y.t. & i. 1. Acute internal 
pain in the side such as often results from 
running etc. soon after eating. 2. Single 
pass of needle in sewing (a ~ in time 
SAVE1s nine): result of it or of single 
complete movement in knitting, crochet, 
embroidery, etc. (if one ~ gives the rest 
will; what long ~es !; has not a dry ~ on 
him, is wet through; drop a ~ in knitting, 
let loop fall off needle-end spoiling the 
continuity ; put a ~ or ~es in in surgery, 
sew up wound with gut, silk, wire, etc.); 
method followed in making ~es or kind 
of work produced (am learning a, neiv ~ ; 
lock3, buttonhole, HERRiNG-fiowe, etc., 
cross-stitch). 3.~-whecl, harness-maker’s 
notched wheel for pricking leather in 
places where ~es are to go; ~'wort, kinds 
of cliickweed, esp. one with erect stem & 
white star flowers (named as cure for ~ 
in side). 4. vb. Sew (t. & i.; ~ up, usu. 
mend by sewing; ~ing-horse, harness- 
-maker’s clamp for holding work). [OE 
slice, OS sliki, OHG stih, Goth, stiks f. 
Gmc *stikiz f. *stik- stick; vb f. n.] 

stith'y (-dhi), n. (arch. & poet.). Smith’s 
shop, forge. [ME, f. ON stcthi f. *slalhjon 
(sta- STAND)] 

stiv'er, n. Even the smallest coin (usu. 
don’t care, has not, a ~). [f. Du. sluiver 
small obsolete coin] 

sto'a, n. (pi. -ae). Portico in ancient- 
-Greek architecture (the the porch, see 
stoic). [Gk] 

stoat1, n. Kinds of ermine, esp. in its 
summer coat. [ME, of unkn. orig. ] 

stoat2, v.t. Sew up (tear, cloth edges) 
with invisible stitches, [orig. unkn.] 

Stock, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Stump, butt, main 
trunk, plant into which graft is inserted, 
body-piece serving as base or holder or 
handle for working parts of implement or 
machine, (source of) family or breed, raw 
material of manufacture, store ready for 
drawing on, equipment for trade or pur- 

stock 

suit, (they nest in the ~.s of trees, arch, 
use; ~s <£• stones, inanimate things, 
lethargic persons; laughing, gazing, etc., 
-~, butt for ridicule etc.; must be grafted 
on a sound, ~; ~ of rifle, plane, plough, 
main part, usu. of wood, into winch 
barrel, blade, share, etc., are fastened; 
~ of bit, brace; ~ of anvil, base it rests on; 
~ of anchor, cross-bar; lock, ~, & barrel, 
fig., completely, root & branch; comes 
of a, good, Puritan, treacherous, etc., ~, 
family of distinct character; polyp etc. 
-~ in zool., aggregate organism; paper 
etc. ~, rags etc. from which paper etc. is 
made; sowp-~ or usu. ~, liquor made by 
stewing bones etc. as basis for any sort of 
soup ; has a, great ~ of information, hard¬ 
ware ; ROLL2ing ~; take over a farm with 
the ~, its animals, also live~, & imple¬ 
ments, also dead ~; fat ~, ~ fit for 
slaughter as food; —in-trade, all requi¬ 
sites for a trade, also fig., as the politician’s 
~-in-trade of a dozen catchwords: renew 
one’s ~; lay in a ~ of: have in ~, have 
ready without need of procuring speci¬ 
ally; take ~, review one’s ~ for accurate 
knowledge of what one has in ~; so <■— 
-taking n.; take ~ of, fig., observe with a 
view to estimating character etc. of; ~ 
argument, comparison, response, joke, etc., 
one that requires no fresh thought but is 
always at hand & perpetually repeated 
whether by individual or by people in 
general). 2. Kinds (common or ten-weeks, 
Virginia, etc., ~) of fragrant-flowered 
usu. hoary-leaved garden plant (orig. ~- 
-gillifl.ower, named as having stronger 
stem than clove-gilliflower or pink). 3. pi. 
(hist.). Timber frame with holes for feet 
& occas. hands in which petty offenders 
were confined in sitting position. 4. pi. 
Timbers on which ship rests while build¬ 
ing (on the ~s, in construction or prepara¬ 
tion, often transf.). 5. Stiff wide band of 
leather or other material formerly worn 
round neck, now displaced in general use 
by collar & tie, but surviving in some 
military uniforms & clerical dress & 
occas. revived in modified forms by 
fashion. 6. || (Finance) money lent to a 
government & involving payment of 
fixed interest to lenders or whomsoever 
their rights have passed to by purchase 
etc. (buy, hold, ~, the right to receive 
such interest on some amount of ~; || the 
~s, State’s funded debts as a whole; has 
money, £50,000, in the ~s; take ~ in, fig., 
concern oneself with); capital of corpora¬ 
tion or company contributed by indivi¬ 
duals for prosecution of some undertaking 
& divided into shares entitling holders to 
proportion of profits (also JOlNT2-~; bank, 
railway, etc., ~; preference or preferred 
~; ~ certificate; water2 ~). 7. Best 
quality clamp-burnt brick (also of certain 
kiln-burnt bricks, as malm ~). 8. 
|| —account, -book, showing amount of 
goods laid in & amount disposed of; 
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II ~-breeder, raiser of live~; broker, 
broking, (person engaged in) buying & 
selling for clients on commission of ~s 
held by ~jobbers; —-car, cattle-truck; 
—-car racing, motor-racing in which 
ordinary cars, not racing-cars, are used; 
~ company, one semi-permanently en¬ 
gaged at a particular theatre; —'dove, 
European wild pigeon smaller & darker 
than wood-pigeon [perh. from breeding 
in ~s of trees]; ~ exchange, place where 
~s & shares are publicly bought & sold, 
|| esp. the S— Exchange, (building in 
London occupied by) association of 
dealers in ~s conducting business accord¬ 
ing to fixed rules (is on the S— Exchange, 
a member of this association); — -farm(er), 
that breeds live~; —'fish, cod & similar 
fish split & dried in sun without salt; 
—-gang, gang of saws in frame cutting 
log into boards at one passage; jobber, 

jobbing, —’jobbery, || (person engaged in) 
speculating in ~s with view of profiting 
by fluctuations in price, cf. ~broker; 
—'list, daily or periodical ~-exchange 
publication giving current prices of ~s 
etc.; ~ lock (enclosed in wooden case, 
usu. on outer door); —'man (Austral.), 
man in charge of live~; ~-market, — 
exchange or transactions on it; II—-owl, 
the great eagle owl; piling, accumulat¬ 
ing ~s of commodities, raw materials, etc. 
to be held in reserve, so —'pile n. & v.t.; 
'—-pot, for making or keeping soup-~; 
'—'rider (Austral.), herdsman on unfenced 
station; •—-still, motionless; —-whip, with 
short handle & long lash for herding 
cattle; —'yard, enclosure with pens etc. 
for sorting or temporary keeping of 
cattle; hence ~'i.ess a. (esp. of gun, 
anchor, etc.). 9. vb. Fit (gun etc.) 
with ~. 10. (hist.). Confine in the ~s. 

11. Provide (shop, farm, etc.) with goods 
or live~ or requisites (a well—ed larder, 
library, etc.); keep (goods) in ~ (we do not 
— the out sizes). 12. Fill or cover (land) 
with permanent growth esp. of pasture- 
-grass; (of plant) = tiller3. [OE stoc(c), 
OS stok, OHG stoc, ON stokkr f. Gmc 
*stukkaz] 

stockade', n., & v.t. (Fortify with) breast¬ 
work or enclosure of upright stakes, [f. 
obs. F estocade, alt. of eslacade i. Sp. 
estacada (rel. to stake)] 

Stock'holm tat (-hom), n. Kind of tar 
prepared from resinous pinewood, used 
esp. in shipbuilding. [Stockholm in 
Sweden] 

stock'inet, n. Elastic knitted material 
used esp. for underclothing, [prob. per¬ 
version of stocking-net] 

Stock'ing, n. Tight covering usu. knitted 
or woven of wool or cotton or silk or 
nylon for foot & leg (usu. in pi., esp. pair 
of —s; is or stands six feet in his —s or <—- 
-feet, when measured without his shoes; 
elastic —, surgical appliance of elastic 
webbing like ~ or part of it worn for 

varicose veins, strained muscles, etc.; 
while etc. ~ in horse etc., lower part of leg 
differently coloured from rest); —-frame, 
-loom, -machine, knitting-machine. Hence 
~less a. [f. stock, in 10th c. (now dial.) 
sense‘stocking’, +-ING3] 

stock'ist, n. One who stocks (certain) 
goods for sale. [-1ST (3)] 

stock'ly, a. Thickset, short & strongly 
built, (of person; also in bot. & zool.). 
Hence ~1ly2 adv., ~!jtess n. [f. stock 
+ -y2] 

stodge, n., & v.i. & t. (school si.). 1. Food 
esp. of heavy kind; full meal, feast; 
greedy eater. 2. vb. Eat greedily, [n. f. 
vb, of unkn. orig.; perh. imit. ] 

stodg'ly, a. (Of food) heavy, filling, 
indigestible; (of receptacle) packed, bulg¬ 
ing; (of book, style, etc.) over-full of 
facts or details, wanting in lightness or 
interest. Hence ~Iness n. [-Y2] 

stoop (-dop), n. (S. Afr.). Terraced veran¬ 
da in front of house. [Du., cogn. w. step] 

•stog'y, -gie, (-gi), n. Kind of heavy 
boot or shoe; long roughly-made cigar, 
[orig. stoga, short for Conestoga (Penn.)] 

sto'ic, n. Philosopher of the school 
founded at Athens c. 303 b.c. by Zeno 
making virtue the highest good, concen¬ 
trating attention on ethics, & inculcating 
control of the passions & indifference 
to pleasure & pain (S-; often attrib., 
as philosopher, doctrines, indiffer¬ 
ence) ; person of great self-control or forti¬ 
tude or austerity, whence ~al a., ~alLY2 
adv. Hence S~ism(2, 3), ~ism, n. [f. L f. 
Gk stoikos (stoa porch, w. ref. to Zeno’s 
teaching in Stoa Poekile Painted Porch 
at Athens, -ic)] 

stoke, v.t. & i. Feed & tend (furnace), 
feed furnace of (engine etc.), act as 
stoker; (fig.; colloq.) take food esp. in 
hurried way; —'hole, —'hold, compart¬ 
ment in which steamer’s fires are worked, 
[back form. f. foil. ] 

stok'er, n. Man who tends furnace esp. 
that of steamer or steam-engine (mechani¬ 
cal —, automatic feeder for furnace). 
[17th c., Du., f. stoken stoke] 

stole1, n. (Rom. ant.; also L stola pi. -ae) 
outer dress of ancient-Roman matron; 
ecclesiastical vestment, a strip of silk or 
other material hanging from back of 
neck over shoulders & down to knees 
(worn by deacon over left shoulder only); 
woman’s wrap similarly worn; II groom of 
the — [orig. stoole, i.e. king’s close-stool], 
first jlord of the Bed-chamber. Hence 
(-)stolED2 (-Id) a. [ME, f. L f. Gk stole robe 
(stello array)] 

stole2. = stolon. 
stole3, stolen. See steal. 
stol'Id, a. Phlegmatic, unemotional, lack¬ 
ing animation, not easily agitated, hard 
to stir, obstinate, apparently stupid. 
Hence or cogn. stolid'iTY n., ~ly2 adv. 
[f. F stolide or L stolidus] 

stSl'on, stole, n. Reclined or prostrate 
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branch that strikes root & develops new 
plant; underground shoot of mosses de¬ 
veloping leaves; (zool.) rootlike creeping 
growth. Hence stol'onATE2, stolonii- 
erous, aa. [f. L stolo -onis] 

sto'mach (-timak), n., & v.t. 1. Internal 
organ in which chief part of digestion is 
carried on, being in man a pear-shaped 
enlargement of the alimentary canal ex¬ 
tending from end of gullet to beginning 
of gut (coat of the —, its mucous inmost 
lining; coals of the —, the peritoneum or 
serous coat, the muscular, submucous, & 
mucous layers); (in some animals, esp. 
ruminants), one of several digestive 
organs either of similar character or 
differing in action or function (ruminant’s 
—s, first — or paunch or rumen, second ~ 
or honeycomb or reticulum, third — or 
psalterium or omasum, fourth or true — 
or reed or abomasum; muscular —, acting 
by grinding or squeezing, as the gizzard; 
glandular —, acting esp. by gastric 
juices); (loosely) belly, abdomen, lower 
front of body, (pit of the ~, depression 
below bottom of breastbone; what a — he 
has got!, corporation). 2. Appetite for or 
for food (stay1 one’s —). 3. Taste or 
readiness or sufficient spirit for (or arch. 
to) controversy, conflict, danger, or an 
undertaking (had no — for the fight), proud 
or high —, haughtiness. 4. -—ache, pain in 
belly, esp. in bowels; ~-cough, caused by 
irritation of — or small intestine; —-pwmp, 
kind of syringe for emptying ~ or forcing 
liquid into it; -—staggers, apoplexy in 
horses due to paralysis of —; ~-tooth, 
lower canine milk-tooth in infants, cutting 
of which often disorders ~; —-tube, for 
introducing through gullet into — to wash 
it out or empty it by siphon action; 
hence —al, —less, aa., —ful (2) n. 5. v.t. 
Eat with relish or toleration, find suffici¬ 
ently palatable to swallow or keep down, 
(fig.) pocket or put up with (affront etc.), 
(usu. w. neg., as cannot — it). [ME stomak 
f. OF estomac f. L f. Gk stomakhos gullet f. 
stoma mouth] 

sto'macher (-umach-), n. (hist.). Front- 
-piece of 15tli-l 7th-c. woman’s dress cover¬ 
ing breast & pit of stomach, ending down¬ 
wards in point often lapping over skirt, & 
often set with gems or riclily embroidered. 
[ME, app. f. prec. +-ER1; but pro- 
nunc. supports deriv. f. an AF *esto- 
machier ] 

stomach'Ic (-k-), a. & n. 1. Of the 
stomach; aiding — action, promoting 
digestion or appetite. 2. n. — draught or 
drug, bitters etc. [f. L f. Gk stomakhilcos 
(stomach, -ic)] 

stomatit'Is, n. Inflammation of the 
mucous membrane of the mouth, [as 
foil. +-ITIS] 

stomato-, comb, form of Gk stoma -atos 
mouth, as ~gas'tric, of mouth & stomach; 
~logy (-01-) n. (med.), science of (diseases 
of) the mouth. 

stone 

stSne, n., a., & v.t. 1. Piece of rock of any 
shape usu. detached from earth’s crust & 
of no great size, esp. a pebble, a cobble, 
or a single piece used or usable in building 
or roadmakmg or as missile (stocks <£• 
—s; built of great ~s; as hard as a —; 
roll 3 in# —; ROCK Hng —; sermons in —s; 
—s will cry out, wrong is great enough to 
move inanimate things; give a — for 
bread, offer a mockery of help; mark with 
a whiter, record as a joyful day, w. ref. 
to ancient-Roman use of chalk; meteoric 
~, meteorite; leave no — unturned, try 
every possible means, often to do; break 
—s, get living by preparing road metal, 
as phr. for being reduced to extremities; 
cast, throw, —s or a — at, or the first —, lit., 
& = make aspersions on character etc. of; 
those who live in glass houses should not 
throw —s, aspersion provokes retort; 
shower of —s, thrown, or rolling down hill 
etc.; kill two birds with one —; —’s cast or 
throw, distance ~ can be thrown). 2.(Usu. 
precious —) a gem (no — in it worth less 
than £100; Bristol —, Bristol diamond; 
cairngorm —). 3. —s or rock as a substance 
or material (often with defining pref., as 
sand, lime1, —; Bath, Caen, Portland, ~, 
kinds of building-—; built of —; ~ build¬ 
ings etc.; — jar etc., of—ware; — jug1; 
holystone ; artificial—, kinds of concrete; 
Cornish—, kaolin; has a heart of~, is hard- 
-hearted; harden into —, petrify lit. or fig.; 
the — age, stage of civilization at which 
implements & weapons were of —, not 
metal; philosophers’ —). 4. Piece of — of 
definite & designed shape (often with 
purpose specified by word in comb., or 
easily supplied from context; grind, 
GRAVE1, HEARTH, MILL1, WHET, — ; Moabite, 
llosetta, —, stelae with historically im¬ 
portant inscriptions). 5. Thing resem¬ 
bling — in hardness or pebble in shape, 
e.g. calculus (as single concretion or as 
the malady), hard case of kernel in drupe 
or —fruit, seed of grape, testicle, pellet 
of hail, (gall1— ; underwent an operation 
for — or ihe —, remove the — s from plums, 
grapes, etc.; hail-storm with — s as big as 
marbles). 6. || Weight of 14 lb. or of other 
amounts varying with the commodity 
(rules 12 —, weighs that in the saddle; 
give a — c& a beating to, orig. racing si., 
surpass easily; — of meat or fish 8 lb., — of 
cheese 16 lb., etc.). 7. — -axe, with two 
obtuse edges for hewing —; -blind (quite); 
—-blue, compound of indigo with starch 
or whiting; —-boiling, primitive method 
of boiling by putting heated —s into 
water; —borer, kinds of mollusc; ~-break, 
saxifrage; — -buck, steenbok; —-butter, 
kind of alum; — -cast, = —’s cast above; 
—-chat2; —coal, anthracite; —-cold! 
(quite); —'crop, kinds of low creeping 
plant growing esp. on walls & rooks; <— 
-curlew, thick-knee or thick-kneed plover; 
—-dead, -deaf, (quite); —-eater, = — -borer; 
*— -fence (si.), whisky & cider, or similar 
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mixed drink; —-fern, ceteracli; --fly, 
insect with aquatic larvae found under 
~s, used as bait for trout; II ~ frigate, 
naval establishment ashore bearing name 
of ship; ~-fru.it, with seeds enclosed in 
hard shell surrounded by pulp, drupe, 
e.g. plum, peach, cherry; — -gall, round 
mass of clay in variegated sand~; ~ -horse 
(arch.), stallion; ~ man, cairn; ~ marten, 
= beech marten-, —'mason, dresser of or 
builder in ~; ~ -parsley, umbelliferous 
hedge plant of carrot family; —-pine, 
S.-Ital. kind with branches at top spread¬ 
ing like umbrella; '—-pit, quarry; ~ pitch, 
inspissated pitch; '—-plover, large kind 
called also thick-knee & '—-curlew; —-race 
(of runners who must pick up ~s laid at 
intervals); II —-rag, kind of lichen; —-rue, 
kind of fern; —-saw, untootlied iron blade 
stretched in saw-frame for cutting ~ with 
aid of sand; —-weed, gromwell; —-snipe, 
large N.-Amer. kind; —wall' v.i. & t., ob¬ 
struct by ~walling; —waiving, (crick.) 
excessively cautious batting, (pol., esp. 
Austral.) parliamentary obstruction; 
—'ware, pottery made from very silicious 
clay or from composition of clay & flint; 
—'work, masonry; —’wort, kinds of plant, 
esp. ~-parsley; hence (-)stdnED2 (-nd), 
~'less (-nl-), aa. 8. adj. Made of ~. 9. 
v.t. Pelt with ~s (~ to death). 10. Free 
(fruit) from ~s. 11. Face, pave, etc., 
with ~. [OE stdn, OS sten, OHG stein, 
ON steinn, Goth, stains f. Gmc "stainaz] 

ston'ly, a. & adv. 1. Full of, covered with, 
having many, stones; hard, rigid, fixed, 
as stone (a —y stare, refusing response or 
recognition; —y heart, obdurate or unfeel¬ 
ing heart, also hard core or interior, 
whence ~y-heartED2 a.); hence ~ily2 
adv., ~Iness n. 2. adv. Utterly (only in 
~j/-broke2). [ME; -Y2] 

stood. See stand. 

stooge, n., & v.i. (si.). 1. *Butt, foil, esp. 
for a comedian; a deputy; subordinate, 
puppet; person learning to fly. 2. v.i. 
Move, esp. fly, about, around, etc. [orig. 
unkn. ] 

stook, n., & v.t. (chiefly Sc. & north.). 
= shock3. [ME stouk, f. or cogn. w. MLG 
stuke, WFlem. stuik] 

stool, n., & v.i. 1. Backless seat for one, 
often consisting of wooden slab on three 
legs {office —, high ~ used by clerks etc.; 
music, camp1, -~; three-legged—; folding 
—, made to fold up ; ~ of repentance, orig. 
that on which fornicators etc. were set to 
receive rebuke in churches in Scotland, & 
now transf.; fall between two —s, fail from 
vacillation between two courses etc.); 
low bench for kneeling on; = foot-~. 

2. (archit.). Window-sill. 3. (Place for) 
evacuation of bowels, faeces evacuated, 
(go to ~; close1, night1, -~). 4. Root or 
stump of plant from which shoots spring. 
5. Piece of wood to which decoy-bird is 
attached. 6. —-ball, old game resembling 
cricket still played in Sussex esp. by girls; 

—-pigeon, pigeon used, person acting, as 
decoy. 7. v.i. Throw up shoots from root; 
(arch.) go to ~, evacuate bowels. [OE 
stol, OS stol, OHG stuol, ON stoll, Goth. 
stols f. Gmc *stolaz (*sto-, *sta- stand)] 

stoop1, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Bring one’s head 
nearer the ground by bending down from 
standing position, (fig.) deign or conde¬ 
scend to do, descend or lower oneself to 
some conduct (~ to conquer, gain power 
or one’s end by preliminary self-abase¬ 
ment) ; carry one’s head & shoulders 
bowed forward, whence ~'ingLY2 adv.; 
(of hawk etc., & transf.) swoop, pounce; 
incline (head, neck, shoulders, back) for¬ 
ward & down; tilt (cask) forward. 2. n. 
~ing carriage of body; (arch.) swoop of 
hawk etc. [OE stupian, MDu. stupen, 
ON stdpa rel. to Gmc *staupo- steep1] 

stoop2, n. = stoup. 
stoop3, n. (U.S., Can.). Unroofed plat¬ 
form in front of house, [f. Du. stoep] 

stop1, v.t. & i. (-pp-). 1. Stuff up or up, 
prevent or forbid passage through, make 
impervious or impassable, close, bar, 
stifle, stanch, (~ a leak, hole, etc.; —ped 
pipe in organ, with upper end plugged, 
giving note an octave lower; ~ one’s 
ears, put fingers in to avoid hearing, also 
fig. refuse to listen; I! ~ a tooth, fill cavity 
in it with ^p'lNG1 n. of gold, amalgam, 
cement, etc.; ~ a wound, stanch its 
bleeding; ~ one’s mouth, fig., induce him 
by bribery or other means to keep silence 
about something; ~ a gap, serve to meet 
a temporary need; ~ the way, be or act 
as obstruction, prevent progress). 2. Put 
an end to (motion etc.), completely check 
progress or motion or operation of, 
effectively hinder or prevent, (~ progress 
etc.; ~ horse etc., esp. when running 
away; ~ ball, esp. of batsman or field in 
cricket; ~ thief 1, cry of pursuer; ~ blow, 
parry it in boxing; ~ blow with one’s head 
etc., joc., receive it, esp. ~ a bullet, (sl.)~ 
one, be shot; thick walls — sound, render 
it inaudible; ~ one’s breath, kill him by 
smothering or otherwise; ~ clock, factory, 
etc., make it cease working; ~ person’s 
doing, person from doing; shall — that 
nonsense, not allow it to go on). 3. Cut 
off, suspend, decline customary giving of 
or permission for, (shall — your wages, 
holidays, meetings; the cost must be —ped 
out of his salary; ~ payment of a cheque, 
direct one’s banker not to cash; ~ pay¬ 
ment, declare oneself unable to meet 
obligations, break financially; why has 
our gas, water, been —ped?). 4. Obtain 
desired note from (string of violin etc.) by 
pressing finger, so shortening vibrating 
length. 5. Cease, come to an end, cease 
from doing, discontinue (one’s action), 
cease from motion or speaking or action, 
make a halt or pause, (noise, annuity, 
—s; do not —, go on, continue; ~ dead or 
short, cease abruptly; shall — playing, 
subscribing, my visits, my endeavours; do— 
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grumbling, your complaints, that noise; he 
~ped in the middle of a sentence; my watch 
has ~ped; train does not ~ at, before, 
Exeter-, he never ~s to think). 6. (colloq.). 
Remain, stay, sojourn, (shall ~ in bed, at 
home; ~ up, not go to bed; shall you ~ 
for the sermon?; have been nng in 
Cornwall wi.th friends). 7. Provide with 
stops, punctuate, (a badly spelt & ~ped 
letter). 8. (Naut.) make fast, stopper, 
(cable etc.); (etching) ~ out, cover (parts 
that are to be protected from action of 
acid) with defensive coating (~ping-brush, 
for doing this); (photog.) ~ down, obscure 
part of (lens) with diaphragm; (founding) 
~ off, fill in (part of mould not to be used) 
with sand. *9. ~ off, ~ over, break one’s 
journey ;~’off,~'over, nn., a break in one’s 
journey. Hence ~p'age(3) n. (also, path., 
obstruction in bodily organ). [ME, f. OE 
-stoppian = OLFrank. -stuppon, MDu., 
MLG stoppen f. WG *stoppon f. Rom. 
*stuppare (L sluppa tow; see stuff] 

stop2, n. 1. Stopping or being stopped, 
pause, check, (put a ~ to; make, come to, 
bring to, a ~; is at a ~, not proceeding 
or unable to proceed; train runs from 
London to Crewe withoxda ~). 2. Punctu¬ 
ation-mark, esp. comma, semicolon, 
colon, or period (full ~, period; come to 
a full ~, transf., cease completely). 3. 
(Mus.) change of pitch effected by stopping 
(see prec.), (in organ) row of pipes of one 
character brought into action by a ~- 
-knob or small ~-key; (fig.) manner of 
speech adopted to produce particular 
effect (can put on or pull out the pathetic, 
blustering, virtuous, etc., ~ at will). 4. 
Batten, peg, or the like, meant to stop 
motion of something at fixed point. 5. 
(Opt., photog.) diaphragm; (phonet.) 
mute consonant sound made by closure 
of organs concerned (as k, t, p); (naut.) 
small line used as lashing, also projection 
of lower mast-head supporting trestle- 
-trees. Hence~'LESS a. [f. prec.] 

stop-, comb, form of stop1’2: ~'cocfc, 
externally-operated valve inserted in pipe 
to regulate passage of contents; ~-collar, 
ring checking motion of shaft; ~ -cylinder, 
kind of printing-press; ~-drill, with 
shoulder limiting depth of penetration; 
~'gap, temporary substitute; ~-key, 
-knob, see prec. (sense 3); ~-order, order 
to stockbroker to buy or sell on stock’s 
reaching specified price; ~-plate, limiting 
X’lay of axle on bearings; || ~ -press, (news) 
inserted in paper after printing has begun; 
—valve, closing pipe against passage of 
liquid; ~-volley (lawn tennis), checked 
volley close to net, dropping ball dead 
on other side; —watch, with mechanism 
for starting & stopping it at will, used in 
timing races etc. 

stopp'er, n., & v.t. In vbl senses; esp.: 
plug for closing bottle etc. usu. of same 
material as the vessel (put a ~ on some¬ 
thing, bring about cessation of it); tobacco- 

-~. implement for pressing down tobacco 
in pipe-bowl; (naut.) rope, clamp, double 
claw, etc., for checking & holding rope 
cable or chain cable; ~ bolt, ring-bolt in 
deck to which ~s are secured; ~-lcnot, 
finishing of end of ~-rope made by inter¬ 
lacing its strands; (vb) close or secure 
with~. [-ER1 ] 

stop'ple, n., & v.t. 1. Stopper of bottle or 
other vessel. 2. v.t. Close with [ME ; 
partly f. stop1 +-le(1), partly aphetic f. 
ESTOPPEL] 

stor'age, n. Storing of goods, method of 
doing this (cold ~, in refrigerators etc., 
also transf.); space available for it; cost 
of warehousing; ~ cell, battery (electr.), 
apparatus for storing electrical energy in 
a chemical form, accumulator, [store 
+_-AGE], 

stor'ax, n. (Tree yielding) a resinous 
vanilla-scented balsam formerly much 
used in medicine & perfumery; liquids, 
a balsam got from the Oriental sweet- 
-gum-tree. [ME ; LL var. of styrax] 

store, n., & v.t. 1. Abundance, provision, 
stock of something ready to be drawn 
upon, (sing, with or, arch. exc. of 
intangible things, without a. & pi.; has 
~, good ~, a ~, or ~s, of wine, wit, 
anecdote, wisdom; in ~, laid up in readi¬ 
ness, about to come, destined, as I have, 
tomorrow has, a surprise in ~ for you). 
2. Place where things are kept for sale, 
•ordinary shop (~ clothes etc., esp. = 
ready-made; book etc. -~), 11 large com¬ 
mercial establishment selling goods of 
many different kinds (the ~s, these opp. 
ordinary shops, as I get most things at the 
~s; CHAIN, DEPARTMENT, ~; CO-OPERATIVE 

~ or ~s; Army <& Navy, etc., ~s, orig. 
selling only to members, who must have 
specified qualification). 3. pi. Articles of 
particular kind or for special purpose 
accumulated for use, supply of things 
needed, (military, naval, etc., ~s; marine 
~s, old ship materials). 4. attrib. Kept 
for future use (~ cattle etc., not yet being 
fattened). 5. Set ~ by, reckon precious or 
important, esp. set no great ~ by. 6. 
liouse, place where things are ~d up, 
granary etc., esp. fig. (person, book, is a 
•—house of information etc., cf. mine1); 

—'keeper, ‘shopkeeper; •—room, in which 
household supplies are kept; — -ship, 
carrying ~s for fleet, garrison, etc. 7. v.t. 
Stock or furnish with or with something 
(usu. with knowledge or the like; ~ your 
mind with facts; a well—d memory). 8. Lay 
up or up for future use (harvest has been 
~d, got in; ~ up a saying in one’s heart); 
deposit (furniture etc.) in a warehouse for 
temporary keeping. 9. (Of receptacle) 
hold, keep, contain, have storage-accom¬ 
modation for (a single cell can ~ 2,000,000 
foot-pounds of energy); hence stor'ABLE a. 
[ME ; aphetic f. obs. astore sb f. OF estore, 
f. estorer (whence E vb), f. L instaurare, cf. 
RESTORE] 
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stor'ley (pi. —eys), stor'ly (pi. —ies), n. 
Any of the parts into which a house is 
divided horizontally, the whole of the 
rooms etc. having a continuous floor, (fell 
from a third—'ey window, a house of five 
—eys; upper —ey or —eys, fig., the brain, 
as is a little wrong in the upper —ey); 
—ey-post, upright supporting a beam on 
which rests a floor or wall. Hence (-)~ 
eyKD2, ~ied, (-rid), a. [apheticf. Anglo-L 
historia (peril, orig. meaning a tier of 
storied windows or sculpture), hence 
prob. same wd as story1] 

stor'iated, a. (Of title-pages etc.) with 
elaborate decorative designs, [for his- 

TORIATED ] 

stor'ied (-rid), a. Celebrated in legend, 
associated with legends or stories or 
history; adorned with legendary or 
historical representations, [f. story 1 & 
story vb + -ED2] 

stork, n. Tall stately wading bird allied 
to heron, the best-known species pure 
white except for black wing-tips & 
reddish bill & feet, occas. half domesti¬ 
cated & nesting on buildings, & credited 
with peculiar affection both to its young 
& its parents (King S-, oppressively 
active ruler, cf. King LOG1); —’s-bill, 
kinds of geranium. [OE store, OS stork, 
OHG storah, ON storkr f. Gmc *sturkaz] 

storm, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Violent distur¬ 
bance of the atmosphere with thunder, 
strong wind, or heavy rain or snow or hail, 
a tempest, (cyclonic —; thunder, rain, 
snow, wind, —; ~ in a teacup, great ex¬ 
citement over small matter); (meteorol.) 
atmospheric disturbance intermediate 
between whole gale & hurricane. 2. Vio¬ 
lent disturbance of the established order 
in human affairs, tumult, agitation, war, 
invasion, dispute, etc. (~ d: stress, period 
of fermenting ideas & unrest in person’s 
or nation’s life, f. G Sturm und Drang, 
name of a play characteristic of the 
literary movement in Germany 1770-82). 
3. Vehement shower of missiles or out¬ 
break of hisses, applause, indignation, 
etc. 4. Direct assault by troops on 
fortified place, capture of place by such 
assault, (take by —, of such capture, & 
transf. of captivating audience or person 
rapidly). 5. beaten, battered by lit. or 
fig. ~s; —-belt, tract in which ~s are 
frequent; —-bird, stormy petrel; bound, 
prevented from leaving port or continu¬ 
ing voyage by ~s; —card, chart assisting 
navigator of ship in ~ to conjecture 
position of ~ -centre & so to direct course; 
—-centre, point to which wind blows 
spirally inward in cyclonic ~, (fig.) sub¬ 
ject etc. upon which agitation or distur¬ 
bance is concentrated; —cloud, heavy 
rain-cloud, state of affairs that threatens 
disturbances; || —-cock, kinds of bird, esp. 
missel-thrush, fieldfare, or green wood¬ 
pecker; || —-cone, tarred-canvas cone 
hoisted as warning of high wind, upright 

for north & inverted for south; — -door, 
additional outer door for protection in 
bad weather or winter; —-drum, cylinder 
added to ~-cone for expected ~ of great 
violence; ||—-finch, stormy petrel; ~- 
-glass, sealed tube containing a solution 
of which the clarity is affected by tem¬ 
perature, formerly regarded as efficient 
weather-glass; —petrel, stormy petrel; 
'—-sail, of smaller size & stouter canvas 
than the corresponding one used in ordi¬ 
nary weather; ~-signal, ~-cone, ~-drum, 
or other device for warning of an ap¬ 
proaching ~; ~-tossed, lit. & fig.; ~- 
-troops, shock-troops, (also) a Nazi semi- 
-military organization (—-trooper, member 
of this); —-wind-, —-window, as —-door-, 
—zone, ■—belt; hence ~'less, ~'proof2, 
aa. 6. vb. (Of wind, rain, etc.) rage, be 
violent. 7. Talk violently, rage, bluster, 
fume, scold (intr.), (often at object of dis¬ 
pleasure). 8. Take by ~ (—ing-party, 
detachment told off to begin assault; so 
^'er1 n.). [OE, OS storm, OHG sturm, 
O N stormr f. Gmc *sturmaz f. *stur- stir 1 ] 

storm'|y, a. Of marked violence, raging, 
vehement, boisterous, (—y wind, sea, 
waves, passions, temper, abuse); infested 
or troubled with lit. or fig. storms (a —y 
coast, sea, night, debate, life); associated 
with or threatening storms (~y petrel; a 
—y sunset). Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~Iness n. 
[ME; -y2] 

star't(li)ing (-tl-), n. Norwegian Parlia¬ 
ment. [Norw. (-ft-), f. stor great, t(h)ing 
assembly ] 

stor'y1, n. 1. History (arch.; versed in 
classic —). 2. Past course of person’s or 
institution’s life (his — is an eventful one; 
in our rough island—). 3. Account given 
of an incident (they all tell the same —; 
according to his own —, suggestion of 
doubt as to his veracity; to make a long 
— short, formula excusing omission of 
details; it is quite another — now, we now 
hear a different account, esp. = tilings 
have changed; the — goes, it is said); any 
narrative or descriptive article in a news¬ 
paper. 4. Piece of narrative, tale of any 
length told or printed in prose or verse of 
actual or fictitious events, legend, myth, 
anecdote, novel, romance, (tell me a —; 
but is the — true?; short —, relating usu. 
a single incident & published as article in 
magazine or as one of a collection; good, 
funny, —, amusing anecdote often em¬ 
bodying witticism or ludicrous situation; 
but that is another—, formula for breaking 
off & tantalizing reader with allusion). 
5. Main facts or plot of novel or epic or 
play (reads- only for the —; the — is the 
least part of the book). 6. Facts or experi¬ 
ences that deserve narration (that face 
must have a — belonging to it). 7. (nursery). 
Lie, fib, liar (oh you — !). 8. —book, con¬ 
taining ~ or stories; —teller, Eastern 
making a living by telling stories to 
audience, writer of stories, retailer of 
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anecdotes in society, (nursery) liar. [ME 
storie f. AF estorie (OF esloire) f. L as 
HISTORY ] 

story2. See storey. 
II stot, n. (north, dial.). Young ox, steer. 

[OE stot(t); cf. ON stair bull] 
Stoup (-oop), n. (arch.). Flagon, beaker, 

drinking-vessel; holy-water basin, [f. 
ON staup = OE steap, OHG stouf f. Gmc 
*slaupaz, -am] 

stout, a,. Sen. 1. Grave, doughty, resolute, 
vigorous, sturdy, stubborn, staunch, 
strongly built, (~ fellow, arch., also 
colloq., good at fighting etc.; a ~ heart, 
courage, whence ~heart'ED2 (-h<Tr-) a., 
—heart'edLY2 adv.,—heart'edNESs n.; 
made a ~ resistance; a ~ opponent; a ~ 
stick, ship, etc.); corpulent, bulky, tend¬ 
ing to fatness; hence ~'ish1(2) a., ~'ly2 
adv., ~'ness n. 2. n. Kind of strong dark- 
-brown beer brewed (esp. in Dublin) with 
roasted malt. [ME st(o)vle, f. OFestoul adj. 
f. WG *stulta- (= MHG, G stolz proud)] 

stove1, n., & v.t. 1. Kinds of closed ap¬ 
paratus in which heat is produced by con¬ 
sumption of wood, coal, charcoal, oil, 
gas, or other fuel, for use in warming 
rooms, cooking, etc.; (gardening) hot- 
-house with artificial heat; '—-pipe, con¬ 
ducting smoke & gases from~ to chimney 
(*'—pipe hat, tall silk hat). 2. v.t. Force, 
raise, (plants) in [ME = sweating- 
-room; f. MDu., MLG stove, corresp. to 
OE stofa, OHG stuba] 

stove2. See stave2. 
stow (-5), v.t. Pack (goods etc.) in right 

or convenient places without waste of 
room (~ thing away, place it where it will 
not cause obstruction); fill (receptacle) 
with articles compactly arranged; (si., 
usu. in imperat.) abstain from, cease to 
indulge in, (~ larks, that nonsense, etc.); 
—'away, person getting free passage by 
hiding aboard ship (~ away as v.i., do 
this); ~-wjood, billets used for chocking 
casks in ship’s hold. Hence ~'age(1, 3, 4) 
(-oij) n. [ME slow, stouwe, etc., f. OE stow 
a place; in (16th c.) naut. sense perh. 
infi. by Du. stouwen] 

strabis'm|us (-z-), n. Squinting, squint, 
(cross-eyed —us, with eye or eyes turning- 
inward ; wall-eyed —us, outward). Hence 
~IC, ~al, aa. [mod. L, f. Gk strabismos 
(.strabos squinting, -isat)] 

strabot'omy, n. Operation of cutting 
eyeball muscle to cure squint, [prec., 
-tomy ] 

strad'dl|e, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Take or be in 
attitude with legs wide apart; stand or 
sit across (thing) thus (cannot—e his horse; 
stood — ing the ditch); part (one’s legs) 
widely; (nav.) drop shots short of & 
beyond (target, enemy) esp. to find range; 
drop bombs from side to side across 
(target); (fig.) vacillate between two poli¬ 
cies etc., sit on the fence. 2. n. Act of 
~iug lit. or fig.; (St. Exch.) contract giv¬ 
ing holder the right of either calling for or 

straight 

delivering stock at fixed price, [frequent, 
of sir (Id-, var. of strid- stride, see -le(3)] 

Stradivar'ius (or -ar-), (colloq.) Strad, n. 
Violin or other stringed instrument made 
by ~ of Cremona (d. 1737). 

strafe (-ahf; *-af), v.t., & n. (si.). 1. Bom¬ 
bard, worry with shells, bombs, sniping, 
etc.; reprimand or abuse or thrash. 2. n. 
Piece of strafing (themorning—, gunfire at 
dawn), [joe. adaptation of G 1914 catch¬ 
word Gott — (God chastise) England] 

strag'gl|e, v.i. Stray from the main body, 
fail to remain compact, get dispersed, 
proceed in scattered irregular order, be 
sporadic, occur here & there, (crowd 
—ed along; plant —es, grows long & 
weedy; — ing village, houses, etc.). Hence 
~er1 n.,~ingLY2 adv., ~Y2 a. [perh. alt. 
f. "strackle frequent, of dial, slrake rel. to 
stretch] 

straight (-at), a., n., & adv. I. Without 
curve or bend, extending uniformly in 
same direction, (~ line in geom., lying 
evenly between any two of its points; 
~ arch, shaped like inverted V, without 
curves; a — back, not bowed; a — knee, 
not bent; ~ legs, not bandy or knock - 
-knecd; ~ hair, not curly); (of aim, look, 
blow, course) going direct to the mark; 
upright, honest, candid, (~ dealings, 
speaking; is perfectly — in all his dealings; 
— thinking, logical, not swayed by emo¬ 
tion) ; in proper order or place, level, sym¬ 
metrical, (are the pictures —?; -put things 

get rid of disorder; accounts are —, 
made up in due form; a — race etc., 
in which competitors do their best to 
win); direct from source (~ lip, hint esp. 
as to likely winner of race or prospects of 
investment got from good authority); 
*neat (a whisky —), undiluted, unmixed; 
*lhe — ticket, the party programme with¬ 
out modification; ~ jet, jet aircraft with 
no propeller; ~for’ward, honest, open, 
frank, (of task etc.) presenting no com¬ 
plications; so —for'wardly adv., — 
forwardness n.; —'way (arch.), at once, 
immediately; lience~'EN6 v.t. &i.,~'NESS 
n., (-at-). 2. n. ~ condition (is out of the 
—, crooked); ~ part of something, esp. 
concluding stretch of racecourse (they 
were even as they reached the —); sequence 
of five cards in poker. 3. adv. In a ~ 
hue, direct, without deviation or circum¬ 
locution, (go — ; hit — from the shoulder, in 
boxing, also fig.; ride —, taking fences 
etc. instead of going round; comes — from 
Paris; is making — for a precipice; told 
it him — out); in right direction, with 
good aim, (shoot ~); correctly (does not 
see —); (arch.) at once (also in ~ away, 
si., immediately; ~ off, without hesita¬ 
tion, deliberation, etc., a3 cannot tell you 
— off). 4. —-cut, (tobacco) cut lengthwise 
into long silky fibres; —-edge, bar with 
one edge accurately ~, used for testing; 
'-'-eight, motor vehicle with eight cylin¬ 
ders in line; ~ eye, ability to detect 
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deviation from the ~; ~ face (intention¬ 

ally inexpressive); ~ fight (pol.), direct 
contest between two candidates. [ME 
stregt, p.p. of streeche stretch] 

strain1, v.t. & i. 1. Stretch tightly, make 
taut, exercise to greatest possible or 
beyond legitimate extent, press to ex¬ 
tremes, wrest or distort from true in¬ 
tention or meaning, (~ parchment across 
the aperture; ~ rope to breaking-point; ~ 
every nerve, do one’s utmost; ~ one’s ears, 
eyes, voice, etc., listen etc. to best of one’s 
power, & see below; ~ one’s authority, 
powers, rights, etc., or the law etc., apply 
them beyond their prov ince or in violation 
of their true intention; ~ a point, go 
further than one is entitled or can be 
expected to, esp. in the way of concession, 
to effect a purpose; a interpretation 
or sense, got by pressing some rule of 
grammar etc. too far; ~ing-heam, -piece, 
horizontal beam used as strut between 
tops of queen-posts). 2. Hug (person) to 
oneself or one’s breast etc. 3. p.p. Pro¬ 
duced under compulsion or by effort, 
artificial, forced, constrained, not spon¬ 
taneous, (the quality of mercy is not ~ed, 
mercy should be spontaneous; ~ed man¬ 
ner, laugh, cordiality, etc.). 4. Overtask, 
injure or try or imperil by over-use or 
making of excessive demands, (take care 
not to ~ your eyes, voice, etc.; for fear of 
—ing h is followers’ loyalty; has ~ed a 
muscle, his leg, his heart, etc.; ship is ~ed, 
lias had parts wrenched out of rigid state; 
~ed relations, over-sensitiveness between 
parties who have tried each other’s for¬ 
bearance too far). 5. Make intense effort, 
strive intensely after, tug at, hold out with 
difficulty under or under pressure, (the 
~ing horses, masts; plants ~ing upwards 
to the light; dogs, horses, rowers, ~ at the 
leash, collar, oar; porter ~ing under his 
load; ~s toomuch after epigram, effect, etc.). 
6. Clear (liquid) of solid matter by passing 
through sieve or other ~'er1(2) n.; filter 
(solids) oid from liquid; (of liquid) perco¬ 
late. 7. ~ at a gnat, be over-scrupulous 
(ref. to Matt, xxiii. 24, prop. ~ out, see 
R.V., in prec. sense). Hence ~'able a. 
[ME streine f. OF estreindre eslreign- f. L 
stringere strict- ] 

strain2, n. 1. Pull, stretching force, ten¬ 
sion, demand upon or force that tries 
cohesion or strength or stability or re¬ 
sources, exertion required to meet such 
demand or to do something difficult, in¬ 
jury or change of structure resulting from 
such exertion or force, (the ~ on the rope 
was tremendous; was a great ~ on my 
resources, attention, credulity; the ~ of 
modern Life; is suffering from ~ or orer-~; 
all his senses were on the ~, exerted to the 
utmost; is epigrammatic without ~, ap¬ 
pearance of undue effort; has a ~ in his 
leg). 2. (phys., mech.). Condition of a 
body subjected to stress, molecular dis¬ 
placement. 3. (poet. & rhet., usu. in pi.). 

strange 

Burst or snatch or spell of music or poetry 
(martial, inspiriting, pathetic, etc., ~s, 
music or poetry of such character; the ~s 
of the harp, of the Elizabethan poets, etc.). 
4. Tone or style adopted in talking or 
writing, tendency of discourse, (he went 
on in another ~; & much more in the same 
~). 5. Moral tendency forming part of a 
character (there is o~ of weakness, ferocity, 
mysticism, in him). 6. Breed of animals, 
human stock or family, (comes of a good 
~). [ME; senses 1-5 f. prec.; sense 0 f. 
OE streon gain, progeny] 

strait, a. &n. 1. Narrow, limited, confined 
or confining, (arch. exc. in ~ gate w. ref. 
to Malt. vii. 14, ~ jacket or usu. waistcoat, 
strong garment put on maniacs to confine 
arms, which are either in sleeves so long 
that the ends can be tied or are strapped 
within body of jacket, & in ~-laced now 
fig. only, severely virtuous, morally 
scrupulous, puritanic). 2. Strict (arch, 
exc. in ~esf sect of w. ref. to Acts xxvi. 5); 
hence ~'ly2 adv. (arch.),~'NESS n. (arch.), 
~'en6 y.t. (~ened circumstances, poverty; 
is ~ened for, ill supplied with). 2. n. 
Narrow passage of water connecting two 
seas or large bodies of water (usu. in pi. 
when used of particular ~ with name, as 
the of Messina, Dover; S~s Settle¬ 
ments, former Crown colony on S~s of 
Malacca & Singapore; the <S~s, formerly 
of Gibraltar, now usu. of Malacca); (usu. 
pi.) difficult position, need, distress, (esp. 
in~s). [ME streit, f. OF estreit f. L strictus 
STRICT] 

strake, n. Continuous fine of planking or 
plates from stem to stern of ship (gar- 

board ~). [ME, app. f. strak- whence 
Gmc *strakkjan stretch] 

stramin'eous, a. (arch.). Of, light or 
worthless as, coloured like, straw, [f. L 
stramineus (stramen -inis straw) +-ous] 

stramon'ium, n. (Drug, much used in 
asthma, from seeds or leaves of) kind of 
datura, [mod. L, of uncert. orig.] 

strand1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Margin of sea, 
lake, or river (rhet., poet.). 2. vb. Run 
(t. & i. of ship) aground; (p.p.) in diffi¬ 
culties, unable to get along esp. for want 
of funds or other resources, left behind 
while others advance. [OE strand, MLG 
strand-, ON strQnd] 

strand2, n., & v.t. 1. One of the strings or 
wires by twisting which a rope is made; 
(fig.) element or strain in any composite 
whole. 2. v.t. Break a~ in (rope). [15th- 
—18th c. also strond; orig. unkn.] 

strange (-j), a. 1. Foreign, alien, not one’s 
own, not familiar or well known (to), 
novel, queer, peculiar, eccentric, singular, 
surprising, unaccountable, unexpected, 
(in a ~ land; worship ~ gods; cannot play 
on o ~ ground, with a ~ racket; the place, 
work, handwriting, is ~ to me; it is a ~ 
thing, story; how ~ that you should not 
have heard.’; wears the ~st clothes; is very 
~ in his manner, seems mad etc.; truth is 
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~r than fiction; repeating the question with 
~ persistency, feel ~, not in one’s usual 
condition, esp. dizzy etc.; it feels is a 
novel sensation), whence ~'ly2 (-jll) adv. 
2. Fresh or unaccustomed to, unac¬ 
quainted, bewildered, (am ~ to the work; 
am quite ~ ftere, do not know my way 
about or the people etc.; feel ~, not at 
home, out of one’s element etc.). Hence 
~'ness (-jn-) n. [ME strong, straung(e), f. 
OF estrange f. L EXTRAwews] 

stran'ger (-j-), n. Foreigner, person in a 
country or town or company that he does 
not belong to, person unknown to or to 
one (in U.S. as x-ustic voc. = sir etc.), 
person entirely unaccustomed to some 
feeling or practice or experience, (am a ~ 
here, do not know my way about etc.; 
II spy or see ~s in House of Commons, 
demand withdrawal of all but members 
or officials; make a, no, ~ of, treat dis¬ 
tantly, cordially; you are quite a ~, 
seldom show yoxxrself here; is no, a, ~ 
to me, I know, do not know, him; is a, no, 
~ to fear, court-intrigues, has had no, 
much, experience of; the little ~, newborn 
child). [ME straunger(e), f. OF estrangier, 
as prec., -er2(2)] 

strangle (str&ng'gl), v.t. Throttle, kill 
by squeezing windpipe; (of collar etc.) 
squeeze (neck); (fig.) suppress (move¬ 
ment, impulse, etc.); ~hold, deadly grip 
(usu. fig. in pol. or commerce). [ME 
strangel, -ul, f. OF estrangier f. L strangu¬ 
late f. Gk straggalad] 

strangles (strang'glz), n. pi. (usu. treated 
as sing). Infectious catarrh in horse, ass, 
etc. [f. prec.] 

strang'ul|ate (-ngg-), v.t. Strangle (rare); 
(path., surg.) prevent circulation through 
(vein, intestine, etc.) by compression. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [f. L as strangle, -ate3] 

strang'iiry (-ngg-), n. Disease in which 
urine is passed painfully & in drops; 
disease produced in plants by bandaging. 
So strangur'loiis (-ngg-) a. [f. L f. Gk 
straggouria (stragx -ggos drop squeezed 
out, ouron urine)] 

strap, n., & v.t. (-pp-). 1. Strip of leather; 
strip of leather or other flexible material 
with buckle or other fastening for hold¬ 
ing things together or other purpose 
(shoulder—rug, umbrella, etc., -~, 
pair of ~s with holder joining them for 
making bundle); strip of metal used to 
secure or connect, leaf of hinge, etc.; 
(bot.) tongue-shaped part in ligulato 
floret; the ~, chastisement with a ~. 
2. hanger, bus or train passenger who 
has to stand, & hold on by ~ for want of 
sitting space; —laid, (of rope) made by 
laying ropes side by side & joining them 
into a flat band; —oil, beating given 
with ~; ~-«;or/c, ornamentation imitat¬ 
ing plaited ~s; ~-wort, kind of white- 
-flowered knotgrass. Hence ~'le:ss a., 
(of dress) without shoulder-~s. 3. v.t. 
Secure with ~ (often up, down, etc.; ~ped 

trousers, held down by ~ passing below 
instep for riding etc.); strop, whet, 
(razor, knife); (surg.) close (wound), bind 
(part), up or up with adhesive plaster or 
~p'iNG1(4) n.; flog with ~; (part, as adj., 
cf. thumping, whacking, whopping) big, 
lusty, tall, (a ~ping girl, fellow), whence 
—p'ER1 n._ [dial, form of STROr] 

strappad'o, n. (pi. ~s), & v.t. 1. Torture 
inflicted by securing person’s hands or 
other part in ropes, raising him, & letting 
him fall till brought up by taut rope. 
2. v.t. Sxibject to ~. [f. F strapade f. It. 
strappata (slrappare pull); for -o see 
-apo(2) ] 

strass, n. Paste used in making artificial 
gems. [G, f. name of inventor, Josef 
Strasser] 

strata. See stratum. 

strat'agem, n. (An) artifice, trick(ery), 
device(s) for deceiving enemy, (devised a 
~; must be effected by ~). [I5th c., f. F 
siratageme f. L f. Gk strategema (sirategco 
bo STRATEGUS)] 

strate'gic, a. Of, dictated by, serving the 
ends of, strategy (~ skill, considerations, 
movement, position)-, (of bombing) de¬ 
signed to disorganize the enemy’s internal 
economy & to destroy morale. Hence ~al 
a. (now rare), ~ali.Y2 adv., strategics n. 
[f. F -ique f. Gk strategikos (foil., -ic)] 

strateg'us, u. (Gk ant.; pi. -gi pr. -gl or 
-ji). Military commander, esp. one of 
annually appointed board of ten at 
Athens. [L, f. Gk strategos (stratos army, 
ago lead) ] 

strat'egly, n. Generalship, the art of war, 
(lit. & fig.); management of an army or 
armies in a campaign, art of so moving 
or disposing troops or ships or aircraft as 
to impose upon the enemy the place & 
time & conditions for fighting preferred 
by oneself, (cf. tactics). Hence ~ist(3) n. 
[f. F strategic f. Gk strategia (prec., -ia1)] 

strath, u. (Sc.). Broad mountain valley; 
~spey' (-a), (music for) a lively Scottish 
dauce (named f. Strathspey valley of 
the Spey), [f. Gael, srath] 

stratlc'ulate, a. (geol.). Arranged in thin 
layers, [stratum, -i-, -cule, -ate2] 

strat'I|fy, v.t. Arrange in strata (esp. 
p.p.). So ~fica'tion n. [f. F stratifier 
f. med. L stratificare (stratum, -fy)] 

strato-, comb, form of stratus, as ~ci'rrus, 
~cum'ulus. 

stratocracy, n. Military government, 
domination of soldiers. [Gk stratos army, 
-cracy ] 

str&t'osphere, n. The layer of atmo¬ 
spheric air lying above the troposphere, 

in which the temperature ceases to fall 
with height, remaining constant, [strato- 

4- sphere] 

strat'lum, n. (pi. ~a). (Geol.) layer, or 
set of successive layers, of any deposited 
substance; (transf.) social grade (the 
various ~a of society). Hence ~al, 
strat'iFORM, aa., stratia'RAPHY(2) n., 
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stratiGTiAPH'ic a., stratigrapli'iCALLY 
adv. [L, = something spread or laid 
down, neut. p.p. of sternere strew] 

strat'us, n. (pi. -ti). Continuous horizon¬ 
tal sheet of cloud, [assim. of prec. to 
termination of cumulus & other clouds] 

straw, n., & v.t. I. Dry cut stalks of kinds 
of grain as material for bedding, thatch¬ 
ing, packing, hats, etc. (made of, thatched 
etc. with, ~ ; a load of ~ ; ~ mattress, hat, 
rove, etc.; in the ~, arch., in childbed; 
man of ~, stuffed effigy, imaginary person 
set up as opponent etc., person without 
substantial means); ~ hat; single stalk or 
piece of ~, insignificant trifle, (with in 
his mouth', lemonade sucked through ~s; 
draw '—'S, draw lots with ~s of different 
lengths; make bricks without ~, of persons 
set to work without adequate means, see 
Exod. v. 7; catch at a ~, resort to utterly 
inadequate expedient like drowning man; 
the last ~, slight addition that makes 
something no longer tolerable as with 
camel’s load; a ~ shows which icay the 
wind blows, slight hint may suggest much ; 
is not worth, don’t care, a, ~). 2. ~ -board, 
coarse cardboard made of ~ ; ~-colour(ed), 
(of) pale yellow; ~-s(era, wineglass with 
stem not made separately & attached but 
drawn out of bowl; vote (pol.), un¬ 
official balloting as test of strength; 
~-worm, caddis; hence ~'y2 a. 3. v.t. 
(arch.). Strew. [OE stream, OS, MBu., 
MLG, OHG stro, ON strd f. Gmo *strdwam 
f. *strau-, * strew- strew] 

strav/berry, n. (Kind of perennial plant 
throwing out runners & produeiug) pulpy 
red fruit having surface studded with 
yellow seeds (crushed ~, kind of dull 
crimson; || the ~ leaves, ducal rank, w. ref. 
to ornamentation of duke’s coronet); 
~-mark, soft reddish birthmark; ~ pear, 
(fruit of) W.-Ind. cactaceous plant; ~ 
roan, red roan 1; '—-tree, evergreen arbutus 
bearing ~-like fruit. [OE streaw-, 
streowberige (straw, berry)] 

stray, v.i. (p.p. as -ED1, 2), n., & a. 3. Wan¬ 
der, go aimlessly, deviate from the right 
way or from virtue, lose one’s way, get 
separated from flock or companions or 
proper place. 2. n. ~ed domestic animal; 
waifs & ~s: II property of deceased 
person escheating to crown in default of 
heirs; (radio, usu. in pi.) = atmospherics. 

3. adj. (no comp. & sup.). ~ed; scattered, 
sporadic, occurring or met with now & 
then or casually or unexpectedly, (a few 
~ instances; a ~ customer or two came in; 
hit by a — bullet), [(vb) ME, aphetic f. 
astray, estray vbs f. OF estraier f. Rom. 
*estravagare f. L extra vagari extrav agate; 

(n.) ME, f. AF stray, estrai, f. estraier, 
partly f. the vb; (adj.) 17th c., partly f. 
astray, partly f. n. ] 

streak, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Long narrow 
irregular line or band or layer-edge, esp. 
one distinguished by colour, visible on a 
surface (black with red ~s; a ~ of light 

strength 

above the horizon', bacon with of fat & 
lean', ~ of lightning, flash; like a ~ of 
lightning, or a swiftly; II the silver 
English Channel; has a ~ of humour, 
superstition, etc.., in him, strain or ele¬ 
ment); henc-e~'Y2 a., ~'1ly2 adv.,~'iNESS 
n. 2. vb. (Usu. in p.p.) mark with ~(s); 
(intr.) move very rapidly (like a ~ of 
lightning). [OE strica, = OHG slrich, 
Goth, strike, f. Gmo *strik- strike] 

stream, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Body of water 
running in bed, river, or brook, (on the 
banks of a ~; up, down, moving or 
situated upwards, downwards, on river), 
whence ~'less a., ~'let n.; flow of any 
liquid, onward moving fluid mass or 
crowd, (sing, or pi.) large quantity of or 
of sornethiug that flows or moves along, 
(saw a ~ of lava; came out, went by, in a 

~ or —s; a ~, ~s, of blood, tears, people)', 
current, direction of flow-, (gitlf-~ ; icith, 
against, the ~ ; go with the do as others 
do; the ~ of tendency, thought, is the other 
way). 2. ~-anchor, intermediate between 
bower & kedge esp. for use in warping; 
''-'line, (n.) natural course of water or air 
currents (~line shape in aircraft, motor- 
-car, etc., that calculated to cause least 
resistance), (v.t.) give a ~line form to; 
hence ~'y2 a. (rare). 3. vb. Flow or move 
as a ~; ruu with liquid (~ing eyes, win¬ 
dows, umbrella); (of banner, loose hair, 
etc.) float or wave in the wind; emit ~ of 
(blood etc.). [OE stream, OS strom, OHG 
stroum, ON straumr f. Gmc *straumaz] 

stream'er, n. Pennon, ribbon attached 
at one end & floating or waving at the 
other; column of light shooting up in 
aurora. [ME; -er1] 

street, n. Town or village road that has 
(mainly) contiguous houses on one side 
or both, this with the houses, (go down, 
across, the ~; main, side, broad, etc., ~; 
live in the he constantly outside one’s 
house; lives in a fashionable ~; man1 in 
the ~; not in the same ~ with, colloq., 
utterly inferior to in ability etc.; window 
looks on the ~; in the~, said of St.-Exch. 
business done after closing hours; on the 
~s, living by prostitution; key 1 of the ~; 
GRUB-STREET; HIGH, LOMBARD, QUEER, -~ ; 

~ Arab ; || ~ cries, of hawkers; || ~ orderly, 
scavenger); (arch.) paved road, highway 
(as Watting S~); wall street; the 
= Fleet S~, Wall S~; *~'co.r, tram-car; 
~-door, opening on ~; ~-sweeper, esp. 
machine with revolving brush for clean¬ 
ing ~s; walker, common prostitute. 
Hence (-)~ed2 a., ~'ward adv. & a. [OE 
slr&t, OS strata, OHG straza, f. LL strata 
(ellipt. f. via strata paved road), f. sternere 
strat- lay] 

strength, n. 1. Being strong, degree in 
which person or thing is strong, (the ~ of 
a man, rope, beam, fortress, current, argu¬ 
ment, fleet', the ~ of wine, acid, tea, evi¬ 
dence-, ~ of body, mind, will, memory, 
judgement', his ~ is in endurance', has the 
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~ of a horse, is as strong; has not the ~ to 
lift a cup, walk upstairs-, that is beyond 
human, too much for my, ~; measure2 

one’s ~ with; on the ~ of, encouraged by 
or relying on or arguing from, as I did 
it on the ~ of your promise). 2. What 
makes strong (God is our ~; his ~ is 
patience). 3. Proportion of whole number 
present (were there in great, full, ~); full 
complement (up to, below, ~). 4. || (mil. 
etc.). On the ~, on the muster-roll (was 
taken, is, on the ~). Hence ~'less a. [OE 
strengthu (strang strong, -th1)] 

strengthen, v.t. & i. Make or become 
stronger; ~ one’s hands (fig.), encourage 
him to vigorous action, [-en1] 

stren'uous, a. Energetic, unrelaxing, 
ardently persistent; requiring exertion. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. L strenuus 
+ -OVS] 

Streph'on, n. Fond lover (~ if- Chloe, 
pair of lovers), [character in Sidney’s 
Arcadia] 

str&pttos'o, mus. direction. Noisily. [It.] 
streptococc'us, n. (pi. -ci). Any of a 
group of bacteria which, as they remain 
attached after fission, are usu. found in 
chains. [Gk strepios twisted (strepho turn), 
kokkos a grain ] 

streptomy'cin, n. An antibiotic produced 
by the Slreptomyces group of bacteria, 
effective against some groups of disease- 
-producing bacteria which are immune to 
penicillin, [f. Gk streptos (prec.), mukes 
fungus, -IN] 

Strep'yan, a. Of the stage of palaeolithic 
culture represented by remains found at 
Strbpy in Belgium, [-an] 

stress, n., & v.t. I. Constraining or im¬ 
pelling force of (tinder, driven by, ~ of 
weather, poverty, etc.). 2. Effort, demand 
upon energy, (storm & ~; subjected to 
great ~; times of slackness & times of ~). 
3. Emphasis (lay ~ on, convey that one 
attaches importance to); accentuation, 
emphasis laid on syllable or word, a or the 
accent, (~ & quantity are different metrical 
principles; the ~ is on the first syllable, on 
the word ‘permissive’). 4. (mech.). Force 
exerted between contiguous bodies or 
parts of a body. Hence ~'less a.. 5. v.t. 
Lay the~ on, accent, emphasize; subject 
to mechanical ~. [ME; vb in present 
sense f. n., which is prob. aphetic f. 
DISTRESS 1 ] 

stretch, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Make taut, 
tighten, straighten, place somewhere in 
tight-drawn or outspread state, (the rope 
must be ed tight; ~ a wire across the road; 
with a canopy ~ed over them; ~ trousers, 
remove creases etc. by pulling out in 
frame; ~ oneself or ~ abs., tighten 
muscles after sleeping etc. by extending 
limbs etc. in various directions; ~ one’s 
legs, straighten them by walking as relief 
from sitting etc.; ~ one on the ground, 
knock him sprawling; (p.p.) lying at full 
length, on the lawn, etc.; ~ out hand, foot, 

stricture 

etc., extend it by straightening arm or 
leg; ~ out, abs., reach out hand, also 
begin to lengthen stride). 2. Strain, exert 
to utmost or beyond legitimate extent, 
make the most of, do violence to, exagger¬ 
ate, (~ a point, a principle, one’s powers, 
one’s credit, = strain; ~ the truth or~ abs., 
exaggerate, he). 3. Have specified length 
or extension, be continuous between 
points or to or from a point, (~esfrom end 
to end, across the sky, to in ftnit y; road ~es 
away, memory ~es down, from or to place 
or period). 4. Draw, be drawn or admit 
of being drawn, out into greater length or 
extension or size (gloves, boots, want~ing; 
it~es like elastic); (si.) hang(person). 5. n. 
~ing or being ~ed (with a ~ if- a yawn, 
whence ~'Y2 a., ~'iNESS n.; by a ~ of 
authority, language, etc.; with every faculty 
on the ~). 6. Continuous expanse or tract 
or spell (a ~ of road, open country, etc.; 
w-orks ten hours at a ~); (naut.) distance 
covered on one tack; (si.) imprisonment 
for a year, any term of imprisonment. 
[OE streccan, OHG slrecken, f. WG 
*strakkjan f. *strak- straight] 

stretch'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: brick 
or stone laid with side in face of wall (cf. 
header); board in boat against which 
rower presses feet; appliance, often of 
canvas stretched on oblong frame, for 
carrying disabled person on; wooden 
frame over which canvas of picture is 
stretched; (si.) exaggeration, lie; —bond, 
method of building in which all bricks 
are ~s but joints of contiguous courses do 
not coincide. [-ER1] 

strew (-ob), v.t. (p.p. ~n, ~ed). Scatter 
(sand, flowers, small objects) over a sur¬ 
face; (partly) cover (surface, object) with 
small objects scattered. [OE strewian 
etc., OS slroian, OHG strouwen, ON strii, 
Goth, straujan f. Gmc *strau-, perh. rel. 
to L sternere strat-; cf. straw ] 

stri'la, n. (anat., zool., hot., geol.; pi. 
~ae). Linear mark on surface, slight ridge 
or furrow or score. Hence ~ate2 a., 
-—'Ate 3 v.t., ~ateiY2 adv., ~a'tion, 

~atURE, nn. [L] 
stricken. See strike. 
stric'kle, n. Rod used in s-nuKE-measure; 
whetstone. [OE slricel (strike)] 

strict, a. Precisely limited or defined, 
accurate, tense, without irregularity or 
exception or deviation, requiring implicit 
obedience or exact performance, not lax, 
(in the ~ sense; keep ~ watch; lives in ~ 
seclusion; was tejld me in ~ confidence; 
gave ~ orders; a ~ code of laws or customs; 
~ morals, admitting no laxity; ~ parents, 
schoolmaster, discipline). Hence ~'ly’2 
adv. (~ly speaking, if one is to use words 
in then- ~ sense), ~'ness n. [f. L strictus 
strait (stringere strict- tighten] 

stric'tur|e, n. (Usu. in pi.) piece of cen¬ 
sure, critical remark, (usu. on or upon); 
(path.) morbid contraction of some canal 
or duct in the body, whence ~ed2 
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(-kcherd) a. [ME, f. L strictura (prec., 
-URE) ] 

stride, v.i. & t. (past strode, rare p.p. 
stridden or strid), & n. 1. Walk with long 
steps; pass over (ditch etc.) with one 
step; bestride, straddle (trans.). 2. n. 
Single step esp. in respect of length, gait 
as determined by length of ~, (walks 
with vigorous ~s or a vigorous ~; take 
obstacle in one’s ~, clear it without 
changing step to jump, (fig.) find no 
serious impediment in it; get into one’s ~, 
(fig.) settle down steadily to the job in 
hand); distance between feet parted 
either laterally or as in walking. [OE 
slridan = (M)LG striden in same sense; 
formally rel. to & prob. identical w. OS 
stridian, OHG strilan, ON stritha strive, 
quarrel ] 

strid'ent, a. Loud & harsh in sound. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [L stridere creak, -ent] 

strid'ullate, v.i. (entom.). Make shrill 
jarring sound (of cicadas, grasshoppers, 
etc.). So ~ant a., '—'A’tion, ~atOR, nn. 
[L stridulus creaking (prec.), -ate3] 

strife, n. Contention, state of conflict, 
struggle between opposed persons or 
things. [ME, aphetic f. OF estrif, cf. 
cstriver STRIVE] 

stri'gil, n. Skin-scraper used by ancients 
at bath. [f. L slrigilis (stringere graze) ] 

strig'ose, strig'ous, aa. (bot.). With 
short still hairs or scales. [L striga swath, 
-ose1, -ous] 

strike, v.t. & i. (struck, struck Sc as specified 
below stricken), & n. 1. Hit, hit upon or 
(up)on, deliver blow(s) or stroke(s), (struck 
me in the mouth, with his fist; ~ ball out of 
court etc., send it with blow; ~ weapon up 
or down or aside, divert it by blow; ~ 
one’s foot against a stone, one’s hand on 
the table; ~ while iron 1 is hot; striking- 
-force, esp. military body ready to deliver 
blow at short notice; within striking- 
■distance, near enough to ~; ~ a blow, or 
~, for freedom; hammer on or ~s bell; 
ship ~s rock or on rock or ~s, runs on it; 
~ hands, arch., touch or clasp them in sign 
of agreement made; was struck by a stone, 
lightning; a stricken heart, afflicted by 
strokes of grief; stricken with fever, pesti¬ 
lence, paralysis, etc.; a stricken field, 
pitched battle or scene of it; stricken in 
years, enfeebled by age; ~ out, hit from 
the shoulder, also use arms & legs in 
swimming or feet in skating; ~ upon an 
idea, plan, etc., have it luckily occur to 
one; ~ on1; light ~s upon object, illu¬ 
minates it; ~ at, aim blow at; ~ at the 
root of, threaten destruction to; ~ back, 
return blow; ~ home, get blow well in; ~ 
all of a heap, colloq., dumbfound; ~ fish 
or ~ abs., jerk tackle in order to secure 
hook in mouth; ~ the track, come upon it). 
2. Produce or record or bring into speci¬ 
fied state by stroke(s) or striking (~ coin, 
make it by stamping; ~ bargain, make 
it as by striking hands; ~ sparks, fire. 

strike 

light, out of flint; ~ a match, ignite by 
striking against something; ~ a light, 
produce by striking match; match will 
not ~, give light when struck; clock ~s 
the hour, five, etc.; the hour has struck, 
clock has struck it, & fig. the critical 
moment has come or gone; ~ one blind, 
deaf, etc., blind, deafen, etc., him at one 
stroke; ~ me dead.', vulg., form of as¬ 
severation ; ~ down, fell with blow lit. or 
fig.; ~ his head off, behead; ~ oxd plan 
etc., forge or devise; ~ out a line for one- 
self, be original; ~ item or name out or off, 
~ word through, expunge with pen-stroke; 
~ up an acquaintance, start it rapidly or 
casually; hand or person ~s up a tune or 
~s up, starts playing or singing as by 
stroke of drum). 3. Arrest attention of, 
occur to mind of, produce mental im¬ 
pression on, impress as, (what struck me 
was the generosity of the offer; it ~s me he 
or that he may have misunderstood; an idea 
suddenly struck me; how does it ~ you?, 
what do you think about it?; it me 
as ridiculous, absolutely perfect); (part.) 
sure to be noticed, arresting, impressive, 
whence strik'ingLY2 adv., strlk'ingNESS 

n. 4. Lower or take down (flag, sail, tent), 
signify surrender by striking flag, sur¬ 
render, (~ one’s flag, surrender ship or 
fortress to enemy, also resign a naval 
command; ~ tents, break up camp ; town, 
ship, ~s, surrenders). 5. Cease (work), 
cease work, (of workmen) refuse to go on 
working unless employer accedes to some 
demand (cf. lock3 out; ~ for higher pay, 
against long hours, etc.). 6. (Cause to) 
penetrate (struck a knife, terror, into his 
heart; cold ~s through his clothes, into his 
marrow, the wind cold; plant its 
roots into the soil; root, or ~s abs.; 
oysters ~, attach themselves to bed; rays 
~ through fog; struck with terror, panic, 
dizziness, etc., suddenly filled with). 
7. Direct one’s course somewhere, take 
specified direction, diverge to, start into, 
(thcn~ to the right; ~ into or out of a track, 
subject, etc.; ~ in, intervene in talk, often 
with suggestion etc.; gout ~s in, attacks 
interior instead of extremities; ~ into a 
gallop, begin galloping). 8. Level (grain 
etc. or the measure) in ~ measure (see n.); 
ascertain (balance) by deducting credit or 
debit from the other; arrive at (average) 
by equalizing all items; compose (jury) 
by allowing both sides to reject same 
number. 9. Suddenly & dramatically 
assume (attitude). 10. ~-a-li,ght, appara¬ 
tus for getting light from flint. Hence 
strik'ER1 (1, 2) n. 11. n. Concerted refusal 
to work by employees till some grievance 
is remedied (on~, acting on such refusal; 
~'bound, immobilized by ~ ; -—breakers, 
workmen brought in to replace strikers; 
~ pay, allowance for subsistence made by 
trade union to workmen who have struck; 
general ~, by workmen of all or most 
trades with a view to securing some 
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common object by paralysing business; 
srr-dorvn, stay '-in, ~; sympathetic ~, by 

unaggrieved trade to give moral support 
to one on ~). 12. = strickle (~ measure, 
when grain etc. is measured by passing a 
rod across top of heaped vessel to secure 
that it shall be full & no more). 13. 
‘Sudden success at finding petroleum, 
gold, etc., or in financial operations. 
14. (In baseball) batsman’s actual or 
constructive attempt to hit pitched ball. 
15. Attack, esp. from the air. [OE strican 
go, OHG strihhan, f. WG *stnlc- cogn. 
w. L stringere strict- touch lightly] 

string, n., & v.t. & i. (strung). 1. Twine or 
fine cord, piece of this or of leather, 
ribbon, webbing, or other material, used 
for tying up, lacing, drawing or holding 
together, actuating puppet, etc., (want 
some ~ cfr brown paper; apron, bonnet, 
bow l, kite, etc., —; two ~s to one’s bow 1; 

first, second, ~, person or thing that one’s 
chief, alternative, reliance is set on, w. 
ref. to prec. phr.; pull the ~s, be the real 
actuator of what another does; have per¬ 
son on a ~, have under one’s thumb; 
heart-~s). 2. Tough piece connecting 
two halves of pod in beans etc. 3. 
Stretched piece of catgut, cord, or wire, 
yielding musical tone(s) in piano, harp, 
violin, & other instruments (harp-, fiddle-, 

; touch the ~s, play; harp on one ~, 
dwell on single subject; toxwh a ~, fig., 
excite particular feeling in person’s heart; 
the ~s, the ~ed instruments in a band or 
part contributed by them to the effect, 
cf. the wind1), whence (-)~ed2 (-ngd) a. 
4. Set of or usu. of objects strung together 
or persons or things of one kind coming 
one after another (a ~ of beads, onions, 
pearls; filed past in a long ~; a ~ of 
porters, horses, oaths, lies). 5. (billiards). 
Scoring-board with buttons sliding on 
wires. 6. The racehorses, collectively, 
under training at a particular stable. 
7. pi. ‘Conditions attached to a gift, offer, 
etc. 8. ~ alphabet, code for the blind in 
which special knots on ~ represent letters; 
~ band, (prop.) of ~ed instruments only; 
~-bark, STRlNGY-bark; ~-board, support¬ 
ing timber in which ends of staircase 
steps are set; ~-course, (also ~) raised 
horizontal band or course on a building; 
•—halt, = sfrvsq2-halt; —piece, long 
timber supporting & connecting the parts 
of a framework; ~ tie, very narrow tie. 
Hence ~'less a. 9. vb. Supply with ~(s), 
tie with ~. 10. Secure (bow) in state 
ready for use by bending it & slipping 
loop of ~ into notch; (fig., chiefly in p.p.) 
tighten up or make ready or sensitive 
or excited (senses, nerves, resolution, or 
person in regard to them; was strung up 
to do the deed; high-strung or highly strung 
nerves or person, neurotic, susceptible, 
over-sensitive). 11. Thread (beads etc.) 
on a ~; strip ~s from (beans). 12. 
‘(colloq.). Hoax. 13. (colloq.). ~ (per¬ 

strive 

son) along, deceive; ~ along with, accom¬ 
pany ; ~ up, kill by hanging. 14. (Of glue 
etc.) become stringy. 15. (billiards). 
Make the preliminary strokes that decide 
which player shall begin. [OE slreng, 
MLG strenge, ON strengri. Gmc *strangiz; 
cf. OHG stranc rope; see strong ] 

string in'do (-j-), mus. direction. With 
increasing speed. [It.] 

strin'glent (-j-), a. (Of rules, stipulations, 
etc.) strict, precise, requiring exact per¬ 
formance, leaving no loophole or dis¬ 
cretion; (of money-market etc.) tight, 
hampered by scarcity, unaccommodating, 
hard to operate in. Hence ~ency n., 
~entLY2 adv. [L stringere draw tight, 
-ENT ] 

string'er (-ng-), n. In vbl senses; also, 

STiiiNG-board. [-er1] 

string'ly (-ngi), a. Fibrous, like string, 
('—y-b.ark, kinds of gum-tree); (of liquid) 
viscous, ropy. Hence ~Iness n. [-Y2] 

strip1, v.t. & i. (-pp-). 1. Denude, lay 
bare, deprive of covering or appurtenance 
or property, (~ one to the skin, leave him 
no clothes; naked; ~ped of fine 
names, it is a swindle; ~ house, ship, 
tree, remove furniture, rigging, bark & 
branches; ~ cow, milk to last drop; ~ 
tobacco, remove stems from; ~ screw, tear 
thread from it); pull or tear (covering lit. 
or fig., appurtenance, property) off or off 
from or from something; put off one’s 
clothes, undress (~-tease, an entertain¬ 
ment in which a woman gradually ~s 
before an audience, also as vb). 2. (Of 
screw') lose thread; (of projectile) issue 
from rifled gun without spin. 3. ~-leaf, 
tobacco with stems removed. Hence 
~P,ee1(1, 2) n. [ME, f. OE -strypan 
despoil, = MDu., MLG stropen, OHG 
stroufen f. WG *straupjan] 

strip2, n. Long narrow’ piece (a ~ of card, 
paper, cloth, garden, territory, board); 
narrow space in newspaper for small 
pictures telling a comic or serial story (~ 
cartoon); air1 ~. [ME, f. or cogn. w. 
MLG strippe strap, thong, prob. rel. to 
STRIPE ] 

stripe, n. 1. Long narrow band usu. of 
uniform breadth on a surface from which 
it differs in colour or texture (black with 
a red ~; star*s <£• ~s; ~s on soldier’s 
trousers; sergeant’s, corporal’s, chev¬ 
rons on sleeves denoting rank; get, lose, 
a ~, be promoted, degraded; zebra's ~s), 
whence (-)stripED2 (-pt), strip'Y2, aa., 
strip'iNESs n. 2. (arch.). Blow with 
scourge (usu. in pi.); (pi.) flogging. 3. pi. 
(colloq.). Tiger. [17th c., peril, back 
form. f. an earlier striped, f. MDu., MLG 
stripe — MHG strife, ON strip f. Gmc 
*strip- (cf. prec.); sense 2 ME, perh. f. 
Du. or LG; cf. MLG strippe whip-lash] 

stripping, n. Lad, young man vdiose 
figure has not yet filled out. [ME, prob. 
f. STRIP2, -LING1] 

strive, v.i. (strove, striven). Struggle, 
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endeavour, try bard, make efforts, con¬ 
tend, vie (to do, for or after desired end, 
with or against opponent or temptation 
or difficulty; ~ together, or xcith each other, 
quarrel, dispute pre-eminence etc.). [ME, 
apbetic f. OF estriver, of disputed orig. ] 

Strob'Ue, n. Cone of pine etc. [f. LL f. Gk 
strobilos (strepho twist)] 

strode. See stride. 
stroke1, n., & v.t. 1. Blow, shock given 
by blow, (to receive 20 ~s of the birch; 
•with one ~ of his sword; killed by a ~ 
of lightning or lightning—; finishing 
coup de grace, final & fatal blow; ~ of 
paralysis or apoplexy, or ~, sudden dis¬ 
abling attack; sun~). 2. Single effort 
put forth, one complete performance of 
a recurrent action or movement, time 
or way in which such movements are 
done, (has not done a ~ of work; ~ of 
wing, oar, etc., whole of motion till 
starting-position is regained; ~ of piston, 
whole motion in either direction; golfer 
does hole in five ~s, successive single 
dealings with ball; row a fast, slow, long, 
etc., ~ ; vary the ~ ; second boat is gaining 
at every ~ or ~ by ~). 3. Method of strik¬ 
ing in games etc., specially successful or 
skilful effort, (invented a new~ in cricket; 
~ of genius, original idea; ~ of wit, 
diplomacy, etc.; ~ of business, profitable 
transaction; a clever ~; kastek1-~) ; ~ of 
luck, unforeseen opportune occurrence. 
4. Mark made by movement in one 
direction of pen or pencil or paint-brush, 
detail contributing to general effect in 
description, (up, down, -~, part of letter 
so written; hair-~ ; thick, thin, horizontal, 
etc., ~; dash off picture with a few ~s; 
could do it with a ~ of the pen by exag., 
by writing signature; finishing ~s, finish¬ 
ing touches; description is full of~s from 
the life). 5. Sound made by striking clock 
(it is on the ~ of nine, nine is about to 
strike; was there on the ~, punctually). 
6. (Also, now rarely, ~ oar) oarsman row¬ 
ing nearest stern & setting time of ~ (row, 
pull, ~, act as ~). 7. v.t. Act as ~ to 
(boat, crew). [ME, f. OE *strdc = 
(M)LG strck, MHG streich f. Gmc "slraik- 
var. of *strxk- strike] 

strok|e2, v.t., & n. 1. Pass the hand 
gently, & usu. repeatedly in same direc¬ 
tion, along surface of (~e one or one’s hair 
Vie wrong v;ay, irritate him; ~e one down, 
mollify his anger etc.); hence ~'IngiY3 
adv. 2. n. Act or spell of ~ing. [OE 
strdcian, = MDu., MLG streken, OIIG 
streihhon f. Gmc *straik- (prec.)] 

stroll, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Saunter, go for 
short leisurely walk; go from place to 
place giving performances etc., traverse 
the country thus, (~ing players; a ~ing 
company). 2. n. Short leisurely walk (go 
for, take, a ~). Hence ^'er1 n. [c. 1600, 
peril, a soldier’s wd f. obs. G (17th c.) 
straiten, strolchen (strolch vagabond)] 

strom'a, n. (biol.; pi. ~fa). Framework 

of an organ or cell, usu. of connective 
tissue. Hence stromat'ic a. [LL, f. Gk 
stroma coverlet 1 

strong, a. (comp. & sup. pr. -ngg-). 
1. Having power of resistance, not easily 
broken or torn or worn or injured or 
captured, tough, healthy, firm, solid, (~ 
china, stick, cloth; a ~ constitution, not 
liable to, able to overcome, disease; ~ 
nerves, proof against fright, irritation, 
etc.; ~ fortress, town, etc.; ~-box, -room, 
proof against burglars etc. for keeping 
valuables in; ~ conviction, faith, charac¬ 
ter; the ~, those who have good health; 
are you quite ~ again?, restored to health ; 
a ~ foundation; a — market, steadily high 
or rising prices; ~ meat, doctrine or 
measures acceptable only to vigorous or 
instructed minds; ~ suit, suit at cards 
that is able to take tricks, (fig.) thing at 
which one excels). 2. Capable of exerting 
great force or doing much, muscular, 
powerful by size or numbers or resources 
or quality or ability, convincing, striking, 
powerfully affecting the senses, (~ to do, 
suffer, labour, save, etc.; is ~ enough to; ~ 
in ■judgement, Greek, numbers, health, well 
equipped in these respects; ~ eyes, 
memory, etc.; a ~ man, muscular; by the 
~ arm or hand, by force; is as ~ as a 
horse, can do or stand much work; the 
~, those who have might on their side; 
~ army, fleet, etc., numerous & well 
equipped; a ~ detachment, numerous; a 
company 200 ~, numbering 200; how 
many ~ are you?, what are your num¬ 
bers? ; a ~ combination, set capable of 
doing much when united; a ~ candidate, 
formidable, likely to win; ~ drink, 
waters, alcoholic liquors; ~ tea, toddy, 
made with large proportion of the 
flavouring element; ~ situation, con¬ 
juncture in play or story calculated to 
move audience deeply; ~ voice, loud or 
penetrating; ~ mind, capable of sound 
reasoning; ~-minded, haying such mind ; 
~ evidence, argument, case; ~ light, 
shadoiv, colour, flavour; ~ cheese, onion, 
pungent; ~ butter, bacon, rancid; ~ 
breath, ill-smelling). 3. Energetic, effec¬ 
tive, vigorous, decided, (a ~ tide, atlrac- 
t ion; have a ~ hold upon or over, be able to 
influence; a ~ literary style, vivid & terse; 
has a~ inclination to; ~ language, forcible 
expressions esp. of abusive or blasphe¬ 
mous kind; ~ wind, very fresh; give ~ 
support to, support with all one’s power; 
a ~ partisan, Tory, advocate; ~ man, 
administrator who acts without hesita¬ 
tion, masterful person; ~ measures, 
drastic action; is ~ against compromise, 
will have nothing to do with it; going 
~, si., continuing race or other occupation 
vigorously, also in good health or trim; 
come or go it ~, si., go to great lengths in 
something). 4. (gram.). (Of Tbs) forming 
inflections by vowel-change within stem 
rather than by addition of suffix (e.g. 
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swim swam., give gave, break broke, of. 
float floated). 5. ~'hold, fort, fastness, 
citadel, place where some cause or senti¬ 
ment prevails (Liverpool was a ~hold of 
Protestantism). Hence ~'ish1(2) a., ~'ly2 
adv. [OE strang, strong = OS strung, ON 
strangr f. Gmc *strangaz ; cf. string ] 

stron'tia (-sha), n., stron'tian (-shn), n. & 
a. An oxide of strontium of which the 
nitrate is used in fireworks to colour 
flame red; (adj.) of strontia or strontium. 
[■an (orig. adj.) f. Strontian in Argyll; 
hence -ia (-IA)] 

stron'tium (-shm), n. A soft silver-white 
metallic element; ~ 90, product of atomic 
fission, concentrating selectively on the 
bones, [f. strontia, see -ium] 

strop, n., & v.t. (-pp-). 1. Strip of leather 
on which razor is sharpened, implement 
or machine serving same purpose; collar 
of leather or spliced rope or iron used in 
slinging pulley etc. 2. v.t. Sharpen on or 
with ~. [ME, f. (M)Du., (M)LG strop, 
OHG strupf, WG f. L stroppus, slruppus 
STRAP] 

strophan'thin, n. Poisonous drug ex¬ 
tracted from varieties of the tropical plant 
Strophanthus, used as a heart-tonic, [f. 
Gk strophos twisted cord +anthos flower 
+ -in] 

Stroph'e, n. (Lines sung during) turn 
made in dancing by ancient-Greek chorus 
(~, antistrophe, epode, three sections of 
a choral ode or of one division of it, ~ 
& antistropho exactly corresponding in 
metre). So stroph'ic a. [Gk (-£), orig.= 
turning (strepho turn)] 

strove. See strive. 

strow (-6), v.t. (p.p. ~n or ~ed). (Arch. 
for) STREW, 

struck. See strike. 

struc'turle, n. Manner in which a build¬ 
ing or organism or other complete whole 
is constructed, supporting framework or 
whole of the essential parts of something, 
make, construction, (the ~e of a house, 
machine, animal, poem, sentence, society; a 
sentence of loose, a rock of columnar, ~e; 
its ~e is ingenious; ornament should em¬ 
phasize & not disguise the lines of ~e), 
whence ~al (-cher-), ~eLsss, (-)~ed2 

(-cherd), aa., ~alLY2 adv.; thing con¬ 
structed, complex whole, a building, (a 
fine marble ~e; a lumbering ~e drawn by 
six horses), [f. L structura (struere slruct- 
build, -ure)] 

strug'gl|e, v.i., & n. 1. Throw one’s limbs 
about in violent effort to get free or 
escape grasp (child & kicked); make 
violent or determined efforts under 
difficulties, strive hard to do, contend with 
or against opponent or obstacle or diffi¬ 
culty, (~ed to express himself, control his 
feelings; ~ing with his infirmity, against 
superior numbers or the forces of nature); 
make one’s way with difficulty through, 
up, along, in, etc. (light ~ed in through 
dirty panes); (part.) experiencing difficulty 

in making a living or getting recognition 
(a ~ing artist etc.); hence ~ingLY2 adv., 
~er2 n. 2. n. Spell of ~ing, confused 
wrestle or jostling, melde, hard contest, 
effort under difficulties; the ~e for exis¬ 
tence, the competition between organisms 
esp. as an element in natural selection. 
[ME strugle, strogel, etc., frequent, 
formation of obsc. orig.] 

struld'brug, n. One of those cursed 
with immortality in Swift’s Gulliver’s 
Travels, [arbitrary] 

strum, v.i. & t. (-mm-), & n. 1. Touch 
notes or twang strings of piano or other 
stringed instrument (esp. unskilfully); ~ 
on (piano, guitar, etc.). 2. n. Sound made 
by ~ming (the ~ of a guitar), [imit., cf. 
THRUM] 

strum'|a (-do-), n. (pi. ~oc). Scrofula; 
goitro; (bot.) cushion-like dilatation of an 
organ. So~0SB1,~0US, aa. [L, = scrofu¬ 
lous tumour] 

strum'pet, n. Prostitute. [ME, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

strung. See string. 

strut1, v.i. (-tt-), & n. (Walk with) pom¬ 
pous or affected gait. Hence ~t'ingiY2 
adv. [ME ‘ bulge, swell, strive ’, OE 
strulian prob. f. * strut = OHG struz 
strife ] 

strut2, n., & v.t. (-tt-). 1. Piece of wood 
or iron inserted in a framework & in¬ 
tended to bear weight or pressure in the 
direction of its length, brace, esp. one set 
obliquely from rafter to king-post or 
queen-post. 2. v.t. Brace with ~(s). 
[16th c., ult. rel. to OE *slrut (prec.); 
cf. LG strutt rigid] 

struth'ious (-do-), a. Of or like an ostrich, 
of the ostrich tribe. [L struthio f. Gk 
strouthion ostrich (strouthos sparrow), 
-ous] 

strych'n|ine, (arch.) strych'n|ia, (-k-), 
mi. Vegetable alkaloid got from plants of 
genus Strychnos, very bitter to the taste 
& highly poisonous & used in minute 
doses as nerve-stimulant. Hence ~ic a., 
~(in)lSM(5) nn. [L strychnos f. Gk (s)trukh- 
nos kind of nightshade, -ine5 ] 

Stu'art, n. The ~s, sovereigns James I, 
Charles I & II, James II, Mary & Anne, 
& members of their families, 

stub, n., & v.t. (-bb-). 1. Stump of tree, 
tooth, etc., left projecting; remnant of 
pencil, cigar, dog’s tail, or similar object; 
‘counterfoil; —iron, used for gun-barrels 
& made of old horseshoe or other nails; 
—mortise, -tenon, going only part of the 
way through; hence ~b'Y2 a. 2. v.t. 
Grub up (~) by the roots; clear (land) of 
~s; ~ one’s toe, hurt it by striking against 
something; (also ~ out) extinguish (cigar, 
cigarette) by pressing lighted end of ~ 
against some object. [OE s(u6(6) = ML)u., 
(M)LG stubbe, ON stubbr, stubbi] 

Stub'ble, n. Short stalks of cereal plants 
left sticking up after harvest, cropped hair 
or beard, hair on unshaved chin or cheek. 



stubborn 1280 stuff 

Hence stubb'lv2 a. [ME, f. OF (e)sluble 
f. L stup(u)la var. of stipula straw] 

stubb'orn, a. Obstinate, unyielding, ob¬ 

durate, inflexible, refractory, intractable, 

(facts are ~ things, will not adapt them¬ 
selves to theory). Hence~LY2adv.,~NESS 
n. [ME stibom, stoburn, etc., of unexpl. 
orig. ] 

stucc'o, n. (pi. ~es), & v.t. 1. Kinds of 
plaster or cement used for coating wall 

surfaces or moulding into architectural 

decorations. 2. v.t. Coat with ~. [It., 

perh. f. Gmc (cf. OHG stukki crust)] 

stuck(-up). See stick. 
stud *, n., & v.t. (-dd-). 1. Large-headed nail, 

boss, or knob, projecting from a surface 
esp. for ornament; rivet, cross-piece in 

each link of chain-cable; two-headed 

button for use with two button-holes 
II esp. in shirt-front (collar—, long 

kind going through two or four holes); 

post to which laths are nailed, whence 
— d'lXG1 n., woodwork of lath-&-plaster 

wall. 2. v.t. Set with ~s by way of 

strengthening or usu. of decorating, (p.p.) 
thickly set or strewed with (door, lawn, 
sea, sky, ~ded with nails, daisies, islands, 
stars); be scattered over or about (sur¬ 

face). [OE studu, stuthu, MHG stud, ON 
stoth f. Gmc *studh-, *stuth- prop] 

stud2, n. Number of horses kept for some 
purpose as breeding, racing, hunting, 

coaching; ~-6oofc, containing pedigrees 

of horses; <— farm, place where horses are 
bred; ~-horse, stallion. [OE stod, OHG 

stuot (G stute mare), ON sloth f. Gmc 

*stod?h- f. *sto-, *sla- STAND] 
studding-sail (stun'sl), n. Sail set on 

small extra yard & boom beyond leech 

of square sail in light winds. [16th c., of 

unkn. orig.] 

stud'ent, n. 1. Person studying in order 
to qualify himself for some occupation 

or devoting himself to some branch of 

learning or under instruction at university 

or other place of higher education or 

technical training (medical, theological, 
historical, ~; ~ interpreter, civil servant 

qualified or qualifying for consular ser¬ 

vice in China, Persia, etc., by study of 

the language required; a ~ of archae¬ 
ology, law, botany, manners; numbers its 
~s by the thousand). 2. Person of studious 

habits. 3. II (At some colleges) recipient 
of stipend from foundation, fellow or 

scholar, whence —smr n. [f. L studere 
(studium study1), -ent; ME studiant, 
aphetic f. OF estudiant] 

stud'Id, n. (pi. ~s). Working-room of 

painter, sculptor, photographer, etc., 

often with skylights or windows specially 

designed to secure suitable light; room 

in which cinema-play is staged; (pi.) 

cinema—s of a film company with auxi¬ 

liary buildings; one of the rooms in a 

broadcasting station used for transmis¬ 
sions. [It., f. L as STUDY1] 

stud'ious, a. Given to study, occupied 

with reading; taking care to do (more ~ to 
divide than to unite—Pope), anxiously 
desirous of doing; studied, deliberate, 
intended, zealous, anxious, painstaking, 
(with~ care, attention, politeness). Hence 
~ly2 adv., '—NESS n. [ME, f. L studiosus 
(foil., -ous)] 

stud'y1, n. 1. Thing to be secured by 

pains or attention (it shall be my ~ to 
please, to write correctly; your comfort icas 
my ~ ; make a — of, try to secure). 2. (Now 
usu. brown ~) fit of musing, reverie, (there 
he stood for an hour in a ~; is in a brown—, 

too intent on his thoughts to observe 

what is passing). 3. Devotion of time & 
thought to acquiring information esp. 

from books (often pi.), pursuit of some 

branch of knowledge, (gives his hours to 
~; make a — of, investigate carefully; my 
studies have convinced me that; the ~ of 
mathematics, morals; continue your studies, 
go on with your lessons). 4. Thing that is 

or deserves to be investigated (the proper 
~ of mankind is man; his face was a ~). 

5. (Paint, etc.) sketch made for practice in 
technique or as preliminary experiment 
for picture or part of it (his studies are 
exquisite, but his finished work disappoint¬ 
ing; a ~ of a head); (mus.) composition 
designed to develop skill in some particu¬ 
lar branch of execution; (theatr.) good, 
slow, etc., learner of parts (understudy). 
6. Room used for literary occupation, 
transaction of business, etc. (you will find 
him in his, the, —). [ME studie, f. AF & OF 
estudie f. L studium zeal, study] 

stud'y2, v.t. & i. I. Make a study of, take 
pains to investigate or acquire knowledge 

of (subject) or to assure (result sought), 
scrutinize or earnestly contemplate 

(visible object), (— law, French, philo¬ 
sophy; ~ book, read it attentively; ~ 

one’s part, try to learn it by heart; <— up, 
get up for examination etc.; ~ out, 
succeed in finding out by hard thinking; 

studies others’ convenience, his own inter¬ 
ests ; — person’s face or character, a map, 
the stars). 2. Apply oneself to study esp. 

reading (~ for the bar, read law). 3. (arch.). 

Meditate, muse. 4. Be on the watch, try 

constantly to manage, to do (studies to 
avoid disagreeable topics). 5. p.p. De¬ 

liberate, intentional, affected, (a studied 
insult; with studied politeness, rudeness, 
unconcern, abandon), whence stud'iedLY2 

(-did-) adv. [ME studie, f. OF esludier f. 
med. L studiare f. L as prec.] 

stuff, n., &v.t. & i. 1. Material that thing 

is made of or that is or may be used for 

some purpose (the~ that dreams, heroes, are 
made of; has good ~ in him, sterling quali¬ 

ties; some — they call beer; this punch, 
book, is good, sorry, ~ ; household ~, arch., 

furniture etc.; bread, food, — s, things 

made of bread, used as food; green, 
garden, ~, vegetables; doctors’ ~, physic; 

inch~, boards 1 in. thick; thick ~, plank¬ 

ing over 4 in. thick; the~, colloq., available 
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supply of something, e.g. timber, money, 
shells). 2. Any woollen fabric (opp. silk, 
cotton, linen; || ~ gown, worn by barrister 
who has not taken silk). 3. Valueless 
matter, refuse, trash, nonsense (n. & int.), 
(take that ~ away; Smith a liar? ~ <£• non¬ 
sense!; what ~ he writes!). 4. (si.). *Do 
your ~, perform your tricks, get on with 
your job; hot know one's ~, be a 
master of one’s subject, trade, etc.; the 
~ to give ’em or the troops, the way to 
proceed etc. 5. vb. Pack, cram, stop up, 
fill, distend, (~ one’s ears with v;ool, 
cushion with down; birds, beasts, skin 
with interior removed & replaced by 
enough material to restore original shape; 

fowl, turkey, haddock, veal, with 
minced seasoning inserted before cooking; 
*~ed shirt, colloq., a pompous nonentity; 
~ child, goose, etc., make it eat largely; 
a head ~ed with romance, facts, folly), 
whence ~'lNGt(4) n. (~ing-box, chamber 
in machinery through which rod can work 
without allowing passage of air etc., all 
vacant space being filled with ~ing). 
6. Ram or press into receptacle (~ed his 
necessaries into a small bag, his fingers into 
his ears, the food into his mouth). 7. Gull 
with lies, hoax. 8. Gorge oneself, eat 
greedily; hence (-y^ER1 n. [ME stoffe f. 
OF estoffe f. estoffer equip, furnish f. Rom. 
*stuppare stop 1 up ] 

stuff'Iy, a. (Of valley, room, etc., or 
atmosphere in it) lacking fresh air or 
ventilation, close, hard to breathe in, 
fusty; angry, sulky; narrow-minded. 
Hence ~iness n. [-Y2] 

stul'tijfy, v.t. (Of act, statement, agent, 
speaker) reduce (previous act etc.) to 
absurdity, exhibit (act etc. or oneself) in 
ridiculous light, make (act etc.) of no 
effect, neutralize (oneself) as agent, by 
later inconsistent act etc. Hence ~- 
fica'tion n. [f. LL stuliiftcarc (L stultus 
foolish, -I-, -FY)] 

stum, n., & v.t. (-mm-). 1. Unfermented 
grape-juice, must. 2. v.t. Prevent from 
fermenting, secure (wine) against further 
fermentation in cask, by introduction of 
antiseptic. [17th c., f. Du. stem n., 
stommen vb, f. stom adj. dumb] 

stum'bl|e, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Lurch for¬ 
ward, have partial fall, from catching or 
striking foot or making false step (~e 
along, go with frequent ~es); make 
blunder(s) in doing something (~es in his 
speech; ~e through a recitation); be of¬ 
fended, feel scruples, at; come accident¬ 
ally (up)on or across; (arch.) give pause to, 
excite scruples in; ~ing-block, obstacle, 
circumstance that causes difficulty or 
hesitation or scruples; hence ~ingLY2 

adv. 2. n. Act of ~ing. [ME stomble, 
stumble (-b- is euphonic) corresp. to Norw. 
stumla, cogn. w. stam- stammer] 

|| stum'er, n. (si.). Worthless cheque, 
counterfeit coin or note. [orig. unkn.] 

stump, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Projecting rem¬ 

stupefy 

nant of cut or fallen tree, corresponding 
remnant of broken branch or tooth or 
amputated limb, useless end of cigar or 
pencil, worn-down brush or other imple¬ 
ment, stub ; (pi., joc.) legs (usu. stir one’s 
~.s). 2. ~ of tree used by orator to address 
meeting from (on the ~, colloq., engaged 
in political speech-making or agitation; 
~ oratory, of kind suitable for such 
speeches). 3. (crick.). One of the three 
uprights of a wicket (off, middle, LEO, ~). 
4. Cylinder of rolled paper or other 
material with conical ends for softening 
pencil-marks & other uses in drawing. 
5. vb. Walk stiffly & noisily as on wooden 
legs. 6. (Of question etc.: colloq.) pose, 
be too hard for, (am ~ed, at a loss, at my 
wits’ end), whence ~'er‘(2) n. 7. (crick.). 
Put (batsman who is not in his ground) 
out by disturbing wicket while holding 
ball, whence ~'er1(1) n. (si., = wicket? 
-keeper). 8. Make ~ speeches, traverse 
(district) doing this. 9. Use~ on (drawing, 
line, etc.). 10. II ~ up (si.), pay over the 
money required, produce (sum). [ME 
slompe, f. (M)Du. stmip, MLG stump(e), 
corresp. to OHG (G) stumpf stump] 

stump'ly, a. Thickset, stocky, of small 
height or length in proportion to girth, 
(a ~?/ man, book, tail, pencil). Hence 
~Ily2 adv.,~iNESS n. [-Y2] 

Stun, v.t. (-nn-). (Of sound) deafen tem¬ 
porarily, bewilder; (of blow lit. or fig.) 
knock senseless, reduce to insensibility 
or stupor, benumb, overwhelm; (part, as 
adj., si.) ravishingly good in some respect, 
splendid, delightful, ripping, whence 
~n'lngLY2 adv., & so ~n,ER1 n. [ME; 
aphetic f. OF cstoner astonish] 

Stun'dism, Stun'dist, (-do-), nn. Doc¬ 
trines, adherent, of a religious body in 
Russia, orig. of peasants, rejecting cere¬ 
monies of Orthodox Church & basing 
itself on the Bible as translated 1861 into 
modern Russian. [G stunde hour, lesson 
(the movement originating with German 
colonists), -ISM, -1ST] 

stung. See sting. 

stunk. See stink. 

stun'sail, stuns 1, n. = studding-sail. 

stunt1, v.t. Check growth or develop¬ 
ment of, dwarf, cramp, (esp. in p.p.). 
[f. OE stunt adj. foolish, corresp. to MHG 
stum, ON stuttr short] 

stunt2, n., & v.i. (colloq.). 1. Special effort, 
feat, show performance, display of con¬ 
centrated energy; advertising device. 
2. v.i. Perform ~s esp. aerobatics, [orig. 
unkn.; first in U.S. college athletics] 

stupe1, n., & v.t. 1. Flannel etc. wrung 
out of hot water & applied as fomenta¬ 
tion ; pledget of soft material used as 
surgical dressing. 2. v.t. Apply ~ to, 
foment. [ME, f. L stup(p)a tow] 

stupe2, n. (si.). Fool, [for stupid] 

stup'e|fy, v.t. Make stupid or torpid, 
deprive of sensibility, (~fied with drink, 
narcotics, grief, etc.). Hence or cogn. 
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~fa'cient (-ashnt) a. & n. (med.), ~fac- 

tion, ~fiER1(l, 2), nn., ~factivE a. [f. F 
stupdficr f. L stupefacere (stupere be 
amazed, -ey)] 

stupendous, a. Amazing, prodigious, 
astounding, esp. by size or degree (a ~ 
structure, error, achievement-, ~ folly). 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [L slupendus 
(stupere be amazed at), -ous] 

stup'id, a. & n. 1. In a state of stupor or 
lethargy; dull by nature, slow-witted, 
lacking in sensibility, obtuse, crass, 
characteristic of persons of this nature, 
(a ~ person, joke, idea, book-, what a ~ 
place to put it in!), so stupid'iTY n.; 
uninteresting, dull, (a~ place, visit, time). 
2. n. (colloq.). ~ person. Hence ~ly2 
adv. [f. F stupide or L stupidus (as 
STUPENDOUS, -ID1)] 

stup'or, n. Dazed state, torpidity, whence 
~ous a. (med.); helpless amazement. [L 
(as STUPENDOUS, -OR)] 

sturd'ly1. a. Robust, hardy, vigorous, 
lusty, strongly built, (~j/ child, opponent, 
legs, frame, resistance, courage; beggar, 
arch., able-bodied but not working). 
Hence ~ii,Y2 adv., ~iness n. [ME ‘ reck¬ 
less, violent ’, aphetic f. OF eslourdi p.p. 
of estourdir stun, daze] 

stuhd'ly2, n. Vertigo in sheep caused by 
tapeworm in brain. Hence ~iED2 (-id) a. 
[f. OF cstourdie giddiness (prec.)] 

stur'geon (-in), n. Kinds of large ana- 
dromous fish resembling shark in general 
shape, having mailed body & head, yield¬ 
ing caviare & isinglass, & esteemed as 
food. [ME, f. AF (e)sturgeon 1. Rom. 
*sturionem nom. -o f. WG *sturjo whence 
OHG slurjo, OE slyrga] 

Sturm und Drang (shtoorm dbnt 
drahng'). See storm & stress. 

stutt'er, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Keep repeating 
parts, esp. initial consonants, of words 
in effort to articulate; utter in this 
way (often out); hence ~er1 n., ~ingi,Y2 

adv. 2. n. Act or habit of ~ing. [f. ME 
(now dial.) stutt, cogn. w. OHG stozen 
knock, +-er5; cf. MDu., MLG 
stoteren] 

Sty1, n. (pi. -ies), & v.t. & i. 1. (PLg’)~, en¬ 
closure for keeping pig(s) in, (fig.) mean or 
dirty hovel or room, place of debauchery. 
2. vb. Lodge (t. & i.) in ~. [OE sti, prob. 
= stig (see steward), ON (svin) sti] 

Sty2 (pi. -ies), stye, n. Inflamed swelling 
on edge of eyelid (usu. a ~ in one’s eye). 
[prob. f. obs. styany (= slyan eye f. OE 
sligend sty, lit. riser, f. stigan rise + eye) 
shortened as though = sty on eye] 

Sty'gian, a. (As) of the Styx or of Hades, 
murky, gloomy. [L f. Gk Stugios (styx), 
-AN] 

style1, n., & v.t. 1. Ancient writing- 
-implement, a small rod with pointed end 
for scratching letters on wax-covered 
tablets & blunt end for obliterating 
(whence styl'iFOP.M a.); (poet.) pen or 
pencil; (transf.) thing of ~-like shape as 

etching-needle or styloid process in anat. 
2. Manner of writing, speaking, or doing, 
esp. as opposed to the matter to be ex¬ 
pressed or thing done (the ~ is better than 
the matter; written in a florid, cumbrous, 
lucid, delightf ul, ~; different of rowing; 
slashed about him in fine ~; good, bad, ~, 
= good, bad, form1). 3. Collective charac¬ 
teristics of the writing or diction or 
artistic expression or way of presenting 
things or decorative methods proper to 
a person or school or period or subject, 
manner exhibiting these characteristics, 
(inlhe~ of Shakespeare, (Raphael, Wagner; 
the epic, lyric, dramatic, ~; lapidary or 
monumental ~, fit or resembling that fit 
for inscriptions on stone; pre-Raphaelite, 
impressionist, ~, in painting; baroque, 
Louis XIV, rococo, renaissance, ~, in 
architecture or furniture or dress; gothic, 

classical, Romanesque, ~, in architecture; 
Norman, early English, decorated, per¬ 
pendicular. ~s, kinds of esp. ecclesiastical 
architecture prevailing successively in 
England 1066-1189, 1180-1272, 1272-1377, 
1350-1600, & marked respectively by 
round arches & heavy pillars, pointed 
arches & lancet windows & simple tracery, 
flowing tracery & elaborate ornament, 
slender pillars & vast windows divided 
by vertical & horizontal lines; Tudor, 
Jacobean, Queen Anne, ~s, kinds of 
esp. domestic architecture). 4. Descrip¬ 
tive formula, designation of person 
or thing, full title, (is entitled to the 
~ of Right honourable, King, Esquire; 
did not recognize him under his ne.iv ~; 
my ~ is plain John Smith; regret that 
I am not acquainted with your proper ~; 
old, new, ~, abbr. O.S., N.S., appended 
to dates, = so called when reckoned 
by the Julian, Gregorian, calendar1). 

5. Noticeably superior quality or manner 
esp. in regard to breeding or fashion, 
distinction, (there is no ~ about her, she 
looks commonplace; let vs do the thing 
in~ if we do it at all), whence styl'lSH1 a., 
styl'ishLY2 adv., styl'ishNESs n. 6. Kind, 
sort, esp. with regard to appearance (what 
~ of house, servant, do you require?; a 
gentleman of the old ~). 7. Make, shape, 
pattern, (this ~ 2/6; in all sizes & ~s). 
8. v.t. (usu. pass.). Use specified designa¬ 
tion of (is ~d king, folly). [ME & OF 
stile, style f. L stilus; sp. style w. assim. to 
foil.] 

style2, n. Gnomon of sun-dial; (hot.) 
narrowed extension of ovary supporting 
stigma, [app. f. Gk stulos pillar] 

style3, n. (Incorrect spelling for) stile. 

styl'et, n. Slender pointed instrument, 
stiletto; (surg.) stiffening wire of catheter, 
probe. [F, f. It. stiletto] 

styl'ist, n. Person with or aiming at good 
literary style. [-1ST] 

stylis'tjic, a. Of literary style. Hence 
~ically adv. [-ic] 

styl'ite, n. Medieval ascetic living on top 
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of a pillar, [f. late Gk sluliies (style2, 
-ITE1)] 

styl'ize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. (Usu. in p.p.) 
conform (artistic representation) to the 
rules of a conventional style, [-ize (G 
stilisiereri)] 

Styi'5, n. (colloq; pi. ~s). Stylograph, 
[abbr.] 

Stylo-, comb, form of styloid in names of 
muscles = of tlio styloid process & —, as 
~hy'oid, ~maxill'ary. [f. L as style \ -o- ] 

stylobate, n. Continuous basement sup¬ 
porting a row or rows of columns, [f. L 
f._Gk stulobales (sty'le2, baino walk)] 

styl'o [graph (-ahf), n. Kind of pen con¬ 
taining reservoir of ink & marking 
with point instead of split nib. Hence 
~graph'ic a., ~graph'iCALLY adv. 
[STYLE1, -0-, -GRAPH] 

styl'oid, a. & n. ~ (process), spine pro¬ 
jecting from base of temporal bone. 
[STYLE1, -OID] 

styl'us, stii'us, n. 1. = style1 (writing- 
-implement). 2. = style2, [see style1] 

stym'ie, n., & v.t. (golf; ~ abolished in 
1952). 1. Condition on putting-green 
when a player’s ball lay between oppo¬ 
nent’s ball & the hole, if the balls were at 
least six inches apart, as I laid him. a ~. 
2. v.t. Put (opponent, opponent’s ball, 
oneself) into the position of having to 
negotiate a ~; also fig. [orig. unkn.] 

Styp'tic, a. & n. (Substance) that checks 
bleeding, [f. L f. Gk stuptikos (stupho 
contract) ] 

styr'ax, n. Kinds of tree & shrub, some 
of which yield valuable gums. [L, f. Gk 
sturax; cf. storax] 

Sty'rian, a. & n. (Native) of Styria. [-ax] 
Styx, n. (Gk myth.). River encompassing 
Hades (cross the ~, die; black etc. as ~). 
[L, f. Gk Stux -ugos] 

Suabian. See swabiah. 
sii'able, a. That can be sued. Hence 
sSaniL'iTY n. [-able] 

suasion (swa'zhn), n. Persuasion as 
opposed to force (esp. moral ~). So suas- 
ive (swa-) a. [ME, f. OF or L suasio 
(suadere suas- urge)] 

suave (swav), a. Bland, soothing, molli¬ 
fying, polite, (—' person, speech, manners, 
wine, medicine). Henco or cogn. ~'ly2 
adv., suav'iTY (sw-) n. [F, or f. L suavis 
cogn. w. SWEET] 

suav'fter (swa-). ~ in mod'o, fort'iter in 
re, gently but firmly, with iron hand in 
velvet glove. [L ] 

sub1, n., & v.i. (-bb-; colloq.). 1. Subal¬ 
tern ; submarine; subscription; substi¬ 
tute. 2. v.i. Act as substitute for someone, 
[abbr.] 

sftb2, L prep., = under, in some L phrr.: 
~ fin’em (abbr. s.f.), towards the end (of 
the chapter etc. referred to); ~ ju’dlci 
(job-), under judicial consideration (news¬ 
paper comment on cases ~ judice is pro¬ 

sub- 

hibited), not yet decided, still debatable 
(thematler is still~ judice; cf. res judicata); 
~ ros’a (-z-), (of communications, con¬ 
sultations, etc.) hi confidence, under ex¬ 
press or implied pledge of secrecy [lit. 
under the rose, as emblem of secrecy]; 
~ silin'tio (-tio, -shio), in hushed-up man¬ 
ner, privately; ~ vo'ci, abbr. s.v., (in 
references to dictionaries etc.) under the 
word in question, under the word —-. 

sub- (sQb, sub), pref. f. L sub prep. & sub- 
pref. = under. 

1. Many words are from L compounds, 
in which ~ (or often by assim. etc. sue-, 
suf-, sug-, sum-, sup-, sur-, sus-) expresses 
clearly or obscurely the ideas of lower 
position (~jacent, ~ordinate, ~scribe, 
~.sist, ~stance), motion to this (~jccl, 
~jugate, ~junclive, '-emerge, ’—rail, ~side, 
succumb, suppose, suppress) or from thi3 
(~ tract, succinct, suspect, suspend, suspire), 
covertness or secrecy or tacitness ('— 
audition, ~orn, summon, surreptitious), 
inclusion (~sume), closeness (~join, <— 
junctive, ~lime, ~sequent, ~urb, succeed), 
inferiority (~aItem, ~serve, succentor), 
support (~sidy, ~vention, succour, suffer, 
suffice, sustain), addition (suffix, supple¬ 
ment), or substitution institute, supplant, 
surrogate). 

2. without the above changes into 
sue- etc., is also used as a living pref. after 
L models or prefixes to wds of E or other 
orig.: 
a. Adjj. are formed from sub, the abl. of 

any L noun, & an adj. ending, esp. as 
anat. terms with sense situated under the 
— (~sternal below the breastbone); in 
others ~ lias the secondary sense below in 
degree (~normal below normal), & in some 
having this sense, as in b below, ~ is 
prefixed directly to a derived E adj. 
(~human less than human). 

b. Adjj. & rarely nn. are formed by pre¬ 
fixing ~ to E adjj. & nn., the pref. having 
an effect equivalent to rather (~acid), 
more or less (~aquatic), roughly (— 
cylindrical), incipient (~delirium), not 
quite (~ conscious), approaching the 
specified character (~erect), on the bor¬ 
ders of (~alpine). 
c. ~ is prefixed to nn. & vv. with sense 

under-, subordinate(ly), secondary -ily, 
further, (~prefect, ~heading, ~specics, 
~-divide, ~let). 

d. ~ is rarely prefixed to E nn. with 
sense underlying (~soil, ~%vay). 
The following List contains, with letters 

of reference & further explanation when 
necessary, the words in ~ whether 
compounded in L or in E that fall under 
2; the L wd needed to give the meaning 
of wds marked a will be found by refer¬ 
ence to the simple adj. that is left when 
~ is removed, or to wd added in brack¬ 
ets :—• ~abdom‘inctf, a; ~a'cid, ~acid'ity, 
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b, (lit., & fig. of words etc.); —a'gent, 
—a’gency, c; —al'pine, b; —an'al, a; 
—ande'an, b (of Andes mountains); 
—ap'ennine, b; —apostol'ic, b, of period 
after that of apostles; —aquat'ic, b, of 
more or less aquatic habits or kind, also a, 
underwater; —aq'ueous, a; —arc'tic, b; 
—astral, a, terrestrial; —aur'al, a; ~ ax’il¬ 
lary, a; branch, —Lbreed, nn., e; —caud- 
al, a; —central, a, b; —ce'rebral, a (esp. of 
reflex action in which the spinal cord is 
concerned, but not the brain); —'class, c; 
—clav'ate, b; —clav'ian, —clavic'ular, a 
(clavicle) ;—-commi'ssion{er),—commill'ee, 
c; —cone' ave, —con'ical, —con'scious(ly, 
-ness), b; ~con'tinent n., b, region whose 
size & importance would justify the 
name continent if it were not part of one, 
e.g. India, S. Africa; —con’tract n., ~con¬ 
tractV v.i., —contractor n., c; ~contrary a. 
& n. pi., ~contrari'cty n., b, contrary in 
some degree only (esp. in logic, as ‘ some 
men are mortal ’ efr ‘ some men are not 
mortal ’ are —contraries, whereas ‘ all men 
are mortal ’ & ‘ no man is mortal ’ are 
contraries); ~con'vex, b; —cord' ate, b; 
—corn'eovs, b, rather homy, also a, placed 
under horn, nail, etc.; —cort'ical, —costal, 
—cran'ial, a; —crystalline, b; —cutan'e- 
ous(ly), —cutic’ular, a; —cylin'drical, b; 
—deac'on, —deac'onship, '—dean', —dean'- 
ery, —decan''al, c; ~deli'rium., b, incipient 
or mild or intermittent; —derm'al, a 
(derm); —dlac'onate, c; —divide' v.t. & i. 
[f. L subdividere], -divi'sion, c; —dom'i- 
nant n. (mu?.), a, note below dominant, 
fourth of diatonic scale; —dors’al, a; 
II —ed'it, —ed'itor, c; —epiderm'al, a 
(epidermis); —e'qual, b (esp. of quanti¬ 
ties in a group such that no one is 
as large as the sum of the rest); —equi- 
lat'eral, b; —erect', b; —fam'ily, c (in zool. 
classif.); —feb'rile, b; —’flavour, d; —'form., 
c; —'fuse, b, dusky, dull-coloured [f. 
L suffuscus see fuscous]; —gelal'inous, 
b; —'genus, —gene’ric, c; —gla'cial, a; 
—glob'ular, —grallator'ial, b; —'group, 
-’head (in classif.), —head'ing, c; —hep- 
at'ic, a, b; —himalay'an, b; -hum’an, 
a; —hum' trod, a (humerus) ; —infeuda'tion, 
—inspector, c; -intes’tinal, a (intestine '); 
—'joint, c, one of ~divisions of regular 
joint in leg etc. of insect etc.; —’kingdom, 
c, main division of animal or vegetable 
kingdom; —Icm'ceolate, b; —'lease n., ~- 
lease' v.t., —lessee', —less'or, —let' v.t., 
—librar'ian, II —lieuten’ant, c; —ling'ual, a; 
—litt'oral, b; —lun'ar (poet.), -lun’ary, 
a, of this world, earthly; —-machine-gun, 
a, large automatic pistol; —mamm'ary, a 
(mamma2); ||~'mcis(er, c, second master in 
some schools; —maxill'ary, a (maxilla); 
—med'iant n. (mus.), a, sixth note of 
diatonic scale; —mem'bra,nous, b; ~- 
men'tal, a (mental2) ; —metall'ic, b : —mon’- 
tane, a; —muc'ous, b; —narcoi'ic, b; 

—nas'al, —na’tural (opp. supernatural), 
—norm'al, —occip'ital (occiput), —ocean'ic, 
a; —ocell'ate, b (ocellus); —oc'ular, —- 
oesopha'geal(OTSSOViiAOVS),—orb'ital(0'B.T3iT), 
a; —’order, —ord'inal, c (in bot. & zool. 
classif.); —ov'al, b; —pari'etal, —pharyn'- 
gcal (pharynx), —phren’ic, a; —pil'ose, b; 
—pleur'al, a; —pol'ar, b, of nearly polar 
character or situation, also a, directly 
below pole of heavens (astron.); —pref’ec- 
t(ure), —pri'or, c; —pyram'idal, —quadran- 
g'ular, —quad'rate, b; —ram'ose, b; 
II —'reader, c (in Inns of Court); —rec- 
lang'ular, b ; —'rector, c, rector’s deputy; 
—'region, c, division of faunal region; 
—'rent v.t.., c; —ret’inal, a (retina); 
—rhomboid'aX, b; —sae'ral, a (sacrum); 
—saturated, —satura'tion, b; —scap'ular, 
a; —’section, c; —sen'sible, a, below the 
reach of the senses ; —ser'ous, —sess'ile, b; 
—'soil, d; —’species, -specific a., c; ~- 
sphe'rical, —spin'ous (spine), b ; —'station, 
c; —stern'al, a (sternum); —strut'um (pi. 
-la rare), d, what underlies something, 
lower layer, foundation, basis, (often fig., 
as it has a —stratum of truth); -struc’tion 
or—structure,—structural, d; —tem'perate, 
b (of climate etc.); —'tenant, — ’tenancy, c; 
—term'inal, b, nearly at the end; —terra- 
n'ean, a, underground (lit. & fig.), so ~- 
terran'eously; -thora’cic, a (thorax) : —- 
title, c, (also) film-caption; -ton’ic n. 
(mus.), a, note next below tonic; —trans¬ 
parent, —triang'ular, b; —'tribe, a (zool. 
& bot. classif.); -trop'ical, b (of climate, 
fauna, flora., etc.); —ung'ulate, b, hoofed, 
but with several digits; —urs'ine, b; 
—’variety c, (in classif.); —vert'ebral, a; 
—vert'ical, —vit'reous, b; —'way, d, 
II covered usu. underground way, ‘under¬ 
ground railway. 

subahdar' (sooba-), n. (Anglo-Ind.). Chief 
Indian officer of company of sepoys. 
[Hind. (subah province, dar master)] 

sub'altern, a. & n. 1. Of inferior rank, 
(log., of propositions) particular, not 
universal. 2. n. (mil.). Officer below 
rank of captain, [f. LL sub(allernus 
ALTERNATE 1) ] 

subaud'i, v. imperat. Supply (specified 
word or words) by way of subaudition. 
[L] 

subaudition, n. Mental supplying of 
omitted word(s), understanding of what 
is not expressed, reading between the 
lines, [f. LL subauditio f. sub(audire 
hear) understand ] 

II subduce', subduct', w.t, (rare). IVith- 
draw, deduct, subtract. So subduc'tiON 

n. [f. L suB(dwcere -duct- draw)] 
subdue', v.t. Conquer, subjugate, over¬ 
come, vanquish, master, tame, bring into 
subjection, discipline, (~ enemies, nature, 
rough land, one’s passions; —d by kind¬ 
ness); soften, make gentle, tone down, 
mitigate, (esp. in p.p., as —d colour, light, 

For words in sub- not given see SUB-. 



subereous i; 
tone, effect, mood, manners, satisfaction, 
whence ■~d'NESs (-dud-) n.). Hence sub- 
du'ABLE a., subdu'AL(2) n. [ME sodewe 
repr. AF *soduer, *su(b)duer = OF 
soduirc repr. in form L SUBDUCEre, but in 
sense L SEDUCEre, while the E vb has the 
sense of L SUB2(dere put) conquer] 

suber'eous, sube'ric, sub'erose, aa. 
Corky, of or like cork, [(-ous f. L 
subereus + -ous) f. L subcr cork, -ic, -osf. l] 

subja'cent, a. Underlying, situated be¬ 
low. [f. L svB(jacere lie), -ent] 

sub'ject1, a. & adv. 1. (arch., poet.). Sub¬ 
jacent (survey the ~ plains). 2. Under 
government, not independent, owing 
obedience to, (a ~ province, tribe-, is held 
~, in subjection; has long been ~ to 
France; States ~ to foreign rule; we are all 
~ to the laws of nature, the law of the land). 
3. Liable or exposed or prone to (thing; 
persons ~ to gout; is very ~ to damage, 
envy, etc.). 4. ~ (a. & adv.) to, condi¬ 
tionally) upon, on the assumption of, 
without precluding, (treaty is ~ to rati¬ 
fication, not valid unless ratified; the 
arrangement is made, or is, ~ to your 
approval-, ~ to your consent, I propose to 
try again-, ~ to correction, these are the 
facts). [ME & OF suget etc., f. L p.p. of 
SUB(jic&re -ject- = jaclre throw)] 

sub'ject2, n. 1. Person subject to political 
rule, any member of a State except the 
Sovereign, any member of a subject State, 
(rulers ~s; the ~.s of the Sultan; the 
liberty of the ~, such immunities as are 
secured to ~s under constitutional rule; 
fig., as the ~s of King Shakespeare). 2. (log., 
gram.). That member of a proposition 
about which something is predicated, the 
noun or noun-equivalent with which the 
verb of a sentence is made to agree in 
number etc,., (~ & predicate are the 
essential parts of a sentence; every verb has 
a ~ expressed or understood, not every verb 
has an object). 3. (philos.). Thinking & 
feeling entity, the mind, the ego, the 
conscious self, as opp. all that is external 
to the mind (~ object, the ego & the 
non-ego, self & not-self, the consciousness 
& what it is or may be conscious of); the 
substance or substratum of anything as 
opp. its attributes. 4. Theme of or of 
discussion or description or representa¬ 
tion, matter (to be) treated of or dealt 
with, (never talks on serious ~s; proposed 
a ~ for the debate; on the ~ of, concerning, 
about; a tabooed, ticklish, interesting, 
dull, ~; what is the ~ of the poem, story, 
picture?; constantly wanders from the ~ ; 
pastoral, genre, marine, historical, etc., ~ 
in painting; ~ of piece of music, theme of 
fugue or sonata, leading phrase, motif; 
~ for dissection, or ~, dead body; was 
made the ~ of an experiment; could write 
if I coidd think of a ~; change the ~, talk 
of something else, esp. as way out of em¬ 
barrassment). 5. Circumstance that gives 
occasion for specified feeling or action 
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(is a ~ for ridicule, pity, rejoicing, con¬ 
gratulation). 6. Person of specified usu. 
undesirable bodily or mental tendencies 
(a sensitive, bilious, plethoric, hysterical, 
ill-conditioned, etc., ~). 7. heading, in 
index collecting references to a ~; ~- 
-matter, matter treated of in book etc.; 
~-object, object of sense or thought as it is 
conceived of (opp. object-object, as it is in 
fact. Hence ~i,ess a. [ME & OF suget 
etc. f. L masc. & neut. p.p. (prec.)] 

subject'3, v.t. Subdue (nation etc. usu. to 
one’s sway etc.); expose, make liable, 
treat, to (rudeness ~s one to retorts in kind; 
must be ~ed to great heat-, shall ~ it to 
criticism). So subjec'tlON n. [ME, f. OF 
subjecter or L subjectare as subject1] 

subjec'tive, a. & n. 1. (Philos.) belonging 
to, of, due to, the consciousness or think¬ 
ing or perceiving subject or ego as opp. 
real or external things; (pop.) imaginary. 
2. (Of art & artists, literature, & history) 
giving prominence to or depending on 
personal idiosyncrasy or individual point 
of view, not producing the effect of 
literal & impartial transcription of ex¬ 
ternal realities, whence ~ness, sub- 
jectlv'iTY, nn. 3. (gram.). Of the sub¬ 
ject (~ case, or ~ as n., the nominative; 
~ genitive, as in ‘ by the act of God ’, cf. 
objective). Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. L 
subjectivus (subject2, -ive)] 

subjec'tiv|ism, n. Doctrine that know¬ 
ledge is merely subjective & that there is 
no external or objective test of truth. So 
~ist(2) n. & a. [prec., -ism, -ist] 

subjoin', v.t. Add at the end, append, 
(illustration, anecdote, etc.), [f. obs. F 
subjoindre f. L svs(jungere junct- join)] 

sub'jug[ate (-job-), v.t. Subdue, van¬ 
quish, bring under bondage or into sub¬ 
jection. Hence or cogn. ~able a.,~A'TiON, 
~aton, nn. [ME, f. LL subjugare bring 
under the yoke (sub2, jugum yoke), 
-ATE3] 

subjunc'tive, a. & n. ~ mood or ~, a 
verbal mood2, obsolescent in English, 
named as being used in the classical 
languages chiefly in subordinate or sub¬ 
joined clauses (cf. conjunctive; the two 
names denote the same forms & are occas. 
used indifferently; occas. ~ is restricted 
to the subordinate uses while conjunctive 
either includes all uses or is restricted to 
principal-clause verbs, as in apodosis of 
conditional sentence). Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[f. LL subjunctivus (subjoin, -ive)] 

sublapsar'ian, a. & n. = infralapsarian. 
[sub- 2a] 

sub'limlate1, v.t. Convert from solid 
state to vapour by heat & allow to solidi¬ 
fy again; (fig.) refine, purify, idealize. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [as foil., -ate3] 

sub'limate2, a. & n. Sublimated (sub¬ 
stance) ; corrosive ~, mercuric chloride, 
[f. L sublimare sublime2, -ate2] 

sublime' a. Of the most exalted kind, 
so distinguished by elevation or size or 
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nobility or grandeur or other impressive 
quality as to inspire awe or wonder, aloof 
from & raised far above the ordinary, (~ 
mountain, scenery, tempest, ambition, vir¬ 
tue, heroism, self-sacrifice, love, thought, 
beauty, genius, poet, etc.; ~ indifference, 
impudence, etc., as of one too exalted to 
fear consequences; the <S'~ forte ; the ~, 
all that is ~, sublimity), whence or cogn. 
~ly2 adv., sublim'iTY n.; (anat.) lying 
near the surface, not deep-sunk. [f. L 
sublimis] 

sublim|e'2, v.t. & i. Sublimate (lit.), 
whence ~'ER1(2)n.; undergo sublimation; 
purify or elevate, become pure, as by 
sublimation; make sublime. [ME, f. 
OF sublimer f. L sublimare in med. L 
sense sublimate (prec.)] 

sublim'inal, a. (psych.). Below the thres¬ 
hold of consciousness, (of sensations) so 
faint that subject is not conscious of 
them; ~ advertising, technique of flashing 
an advertisement on a screen for a 
fraction of a second so that the image 
penetrates to the viewer’s subconscious¬ 
ness though it makes no impression on 
his conscious mind; ~ self, the subcon¬ 
scious mind as a distinct part of the 
individual’s personality, [f. sub- 2a, L 
limen -inis threshold, -al] 

sub'man, n. Man of markedly inferior 
development or capacity (opp. super¬ 
man). [sub- 2c] 

sub'marinle (-en; adj. also -en'), a. & n. 
1. Existing, acting, used, constructed, 
etc., under the surface of the sea, as ~e 
plant, volcano, cable. 2. n. A ~e vessel, 
esp. a warship capable of operating either 
on or under the surface, equipped with 
torpedo-tubes, guns, & periscope, & 
propelled by diesel engines or electric 
motors or atomic power. Hence ~er1 
(-ma'rln-) n. [sub- 2a] 

submerge', v.t. & i. Place below water, 
flood with water, inundate, (also fig.; the 

tenth, the part of the population that 
is sunk in poverty or permanently in 
distress); (of submarine or its crew or 
commander) dive, go below surface. 
Hence or cogn. submer'gENCE, sub- 

m€r'siON (-shn), nn. [f. L SUB(merpere 
mers- dip)] 

submersje', v.t., & a. (rare). 1. Submerge 
(rare exc. in p.p. used in bot. of parts of 
plants growing under water). 2. adj. 
(rare; bot.). ~ed. Hence (in common use) 
~'ible a. [f. L p.p. (prec.)] 

submi'ssion (-shn), n. Submitting or 
being submitted (shall be satisfied with 
nothing short of complete ~; demands the ~ 
of the signature to an expert); (in legal use) 
theory etc. submitted by counsel to judge 
or jury (my ~ is that, I submit that); 
humility, meekness, resignation, accep¬ 
tance of authority, obedient conduct or 
spirit, so submiss'iVE a., submiss'ive- 

ly2 adv., submiss'iveNESS n. [ME, f. 

OF, or L submissio (foil., -ion)] 
submit', v.t. & i. (-tt-). Surrender one¬ 
self for control etc. to (wives ~ yourselves 
unto your own husbands); present for con¬ 
sideration or decision (should like to ~ it 
to your inspection; ~ a case to the court); 
urge or represent deferentially that (I ~ 
that a material fact has been passed over; 
also parenth., as that, I ~, is a false in¬ 
ference) ; give way, make submission, 
yield, cease or abstain from resistance, 
(unll never ~, ~ to indignity, ~ to being 
parted from you; had to ~ to defeat, God’s 
will). [ME, f. L SUB(miltere miss- send)] 

subord'inatea. & n. 1. Of inferior 
importance or rank, secondary, sub¬ 
servient, (to; ~ clause, sentence made by 
addition of a conjunction or by position 
to serve as a noun or adj. or adv. in 
another sentence); hence ~ly2 adv. 2. n. 
Person working under another (leaves 
everything to, never trusts, ~s or his ~s). 
[f. med. L sub(ordinatus f. L ordinare 
ORDAIN), -ATE2] 

subdrd'in|ate2, v.t. Make subordinate, 
treat or regard as of minor importance, 
bring or put into subservient relation, (to). 
Hence or cogn. ~a'tion n., ~ative a. [f. 
med. L subordinare (as prec., -ate3)] 

subordina'tionism (-sho-), n. (theol.). 
Doctrine that second & third persons of 
Trinity are inferior to the Father as 
regards (orthodox view) order only or 
(Arian view) essence, [-ism] 

suborn', v.t. Induce by bribery or other¬ 
wise to commit perjury or other unlawful 
act. Hence or cogn. subornA'TiON, ~er l, 
nn. [f. L SUBornare equip or incite 
secretly] 

subpoen'a (-pen-), n., & v.t. (~ed pr. -ad, 
~ ’d). 1. Writ commanding person’s atten¬ 
dance in court of justice. 2. v.t. Serve ~ 
on. [ME; orig. two words, L, = under 
penalty, the first in the writ ] 

subrep'tion, n. Obtaining of something 
by surprise or misrepresentation, [f. L 
subreptio purloining f. suB(ripere rept- 
= rapere snatch)] 

subroga'tion, n. (law). Substitution of 
one party for another as creditor, [f. LL 
subrogatio -onis, see surrogate] 

subscribe', v.t. & i. 1. Write (one’s 
name or rarely other inscription) at foot 
of document etc. (the ~ed names carry 
weight; someone has ~ed a motto; also 
refl.); write one’s name at foot of, sign, 
(document, picture, etc.). 2. Express 
one’s adhesion to an opinion or resolution 
(cannot ~e to that). 3. Enter one’s name in 
a list of contributors, make or promise a 
contribution, contribute (specified sum), 
to or to a common fund or for a common 
object, raise or guarantee raising of by 
~ing thus, (~e to a charity, for a testi¬ 
monial, £10; ~e for a book, engage before 

For words in sub- not given see sub-. 
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it 13 published to take copy or copies; 
~e to a newspaper, engage to take it for 
specified time; the sum needed was ~cd 
several times over). Hence or cogn. ~,er1 
(the ~er, the undersigned), subscript 
tion, nn. [ME, f. L sUB(scribere script- 
write) ] 

sub'scrlpt, a. (Gk gram.). Written below 
(only in iota ~, small iota written below 
a, e, & 6). [f. L p.p. (prec.)] 

subsell'ium, n. (pi. -ia). = misericord 
(last sense). [L (SUB2, sella seat)] 

sub'sequ|ent, a. That follow(s) or fol¬ 
lowed the event etc. indicated in the 
context, of later time or date than some¬ 
thing, posterior in time to. Hence ~ence 
n., ~entLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF, or f. L 
sub 2(segui follow), -ent] 

subserve', v.t. Serve as means in 
promoting (purpose, end, etc.), [f. L 
SCB!(semre serve)] 

subserv'i|ent, a. Useful as means, having 
merely instrumental relation, (to); cring¬ 
ing, obsequious. Hence ~ence, ~ency, 
rm., ~entLY2 adv. [f. L as prec., -ent] 

subside', v.t. (Of water, esp. flood) sink 
in level, run off, disappear; (of ground) 
cave in, sink; (of building, ship, etc.) 
settle down lower in ground or water; 
(of suspended matter) fall to bottom, be 
precipitated; (of person, usu. joc.) sink 
into sitting or kneeling or lying posture 
(~d into an armchair); cease from activity 
or agitation, become tranquil, abate, 
(storm, tumult, apprehension, excitement, 
~s). Hence sub'sidENCE (or swbsl-) n. 
[f. L sub2(sidere settle cogn. w. ssdere sit)] 

subsid'iarly, a. & n. 1. Serving to assist 
or supplement, auxiliary, supplementary, 
whence ~Ily2 adv.; (of company) con¬ 
trolled by another holding more than 
50 per cent, of its issued share capital; 
(of troops) subsidized, hired by another 
nation. 2. n. (Usu. pi.) ~y tiling or per¬ 
son, accessory; ~y company, [f. L sub- 
sidiarius (subsidy, -ary1)] 

sub'sidize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Pay subsidy to. 
[folk, -ize] 

sub'sidy, n. (Hist.) parliamentary grant 
of money to the sovereign for State needs, 
tax levied on particular occasion; money 
grant from one State to another in re¬ 
turn for military or naval aid or other 
equivalent; money contributed by State 
to keep down price of commodities etc. 
(food, housing, ~) or to expenses of 
commercial undertaking, charitable in¬ 
stitution, etc., held to be of public utility. 
[ME, f. AF subsidie = OF subside f. L 
subsidium.] 

subsist', v.i. & t. Exist, continue to exist, 
remain in being; keep oneself alive, sup¬ 
port life, be kept in life, find sustenance, 
(on vegetables, charity, etc., by begging 
etc.); provide sustenance for (undertook 
to clothe, arm, & ~ 1000 men), [f. L sub2- 
(sislere set, stand, causal f. stare stand)] 

subsistence, n. Subsisting; means of 

supporting life, livelihood, what one lives 
on or by; ~ money, allowance or advance 
of pay granted for maintenance; ~ wage, 
merely enough to provide the bare 
necessities of life. [f. LL subsistentia sub¬ 
stance (prec., -ence)] 

sub'stance, n. 1. (Metaphys.) the substra¬ 
tum that the cognizable properties or 
qualities or attributes or accidents of 
things arc conceived as inhering in or 
affecting, the essential nature underlying 
phenomena, (~ & accidents in metaphysics 
correspond to subject <& predicate in logic; 
a ~ is a being subsisting in itself & sub¬ 
ject to accidents; being of one ~ with the 
Father); essence or most important part 
of anything, pith, purport, real meaning, 
(I agree with you in ~, generally, apart 
from details; can give you the ~ of his 
remarks; the~ of religion). 2. Material as 
opposed to form (the ~ is good, but the 
style repellent). 3. Reality, solidity, solid 
worth, actual possessions, (sacrifice the 
~ for the shadow; there is no ~ in him; an 
argument of little ~; a man of ~, with 
property, cf. man of straw ; waste one’s 
~, be spendthrift). 4. Particular kind of 
matter (a heavy, porous, yellow, trans¬ 
parent, ~; the small number of ~s that 
make up the ivorld). [ME, f. OF, f. L 
substantia (sub2, stare stand, -ance)] 

substantial (-shl), a. Having substance, 
actually existing, not illusory, (the ghost 
proved ~ after all); of real importance 
or value, of considerable amount, (opp. 
nominal, verbal; a ~ argument, point; 
made a ~ contribution, ~ progress, ~ con¬ 
cessions); of solid material or structure, 
not llimsy, stout, (a ~ house; a man of ~ 
build); possessed of property, well-to-do, 
commercially sound, (a ~ yeoman; deal 
only with ~ firms); deserving the name 
in essentials, virtual, practical, (~ truth, 
agreement, success, performance of con¬ 
tract). Hence or cogn. ~Ity (-shlal-) n., 
~BY2 adv. [ME, f. OF substanciel or LL 
substantialis (prec., -al)] 

substan'tial|ism (-sha-), n. (philos.). 
Doctrine that behind phenomena there 
are substantial realities. So ~ist(2) n. 
[ -ISM ] 

substantialize (-sha-), -ise (-iz), v.t. & i. 
Invest with or acquire substance or actual 
existence, [-ize] 

substantiate (-shl-), v.t. Prove the truth 
of, give good grounds for, (charge, state¬ 
ment, claim). Hence ~a'tion (-si-, -shl-) 
n. [17th c., see substance, -ate3] 

sub'stantive, a. & n. 1. Expressing exis¬ 
tence (the ~ verb, the vb be); having a 
separate & independent existence, not 
merely inferential or implicit or sub¬ 
servient or parasitic, (~ enactment, mo¬ 
tion, etc., made in due form as such; 
noun old name for the noun in the 
now usual sense distinguishing it from 
the noun adjective now called adjective 
simply); ~ rank (mil.), permanent rank 
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in the holder’s branch of the army (as 
opp. brevet, honorary, acting, or tem¬ 
porary rank); hence ~ly2 adv. (esp. in 
gram., = substardivally). 2. n. Noun ~, 
noun in the now usual sense excluding 
adjectives; so substantiv'AL a., sub- 
stantiv'alLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF (-if, -ive), 
or LL subsiantivus (substance, -ive)] 

sub'stitjute, n., & v.t. 1. Person or thing 
performing some function instead of 
another. 2. v.t. Make (person or thing) fill 
a place or discharge a function for or for 
another; (vulg.) replace (person or thing) 
by or with another; put in exchange (for); 
so ~u'ti0N n., ~u'tionAL (-sho-),~u'tion- 
aky1 (-sho-), ~utrvE, aa., ~u'tionaliY2 
adv. [ME, f. L sub(stituere -ut- = statuere 
see statute)! 

subsume', v.t. Include (instance etc.) 
under a rule or class. Hence subsumpf 
tion n. [sub-, L sumere sumpt- take] 

subtend', v.t. (geom.). (Of chord, side of 
triangle) be opposite to (arc, angle), [f. 
L sub(tendere lens- stretch); cf. tend] 

subtense', n. Line subtending arc or 
angle, [f. L p.p. (prec.)J 

subter-, pref. = under, less than, esp. in 
wds formed as opposites to compounds of 
super-, as ~position, '—human, ~natural. 
[L (sub2, -ter as in inter2)] 

sub'terfuge, n. Attempt to escape cen¬ 
sure or defeat in argument by evading 
the issue, statement etc. resorted to for 
such purpose, use of such statements etc. 
[f. LL -fugiumt. L suBTER(/uj7ere flee)] 

subtil(e) (su'tl, sub'til), a. (Arch, for) 
subtle. Hence or cogn. subt'illZE(2, 3) 
v.t. & i., subtilizA'TXONn., (sut-), subtilTY 
(sut'lti) n. (arch.). [ME & OF subtil f. L 
subtilis f. sub24-tela web] 

subtle (su'tl), a. Tenuous or rarefied 
(arch.), pervasive owing to tenuity, (the 
~ air, a ~ vapour-, of ~ texture, a ~ per¬ 
fume) ; evasive, mysterious, hard to grasp 
or trace, (~ magic, charm, power, art; a ~ 
distinction); making fine distinctions, 
having delicate perception, acute, (~ 
senses, perception, insight; a ~ observer, 
philosopher, intellect, mind); ingenious, 
elaborate, clever, (a ~ device, fancy, 
workman, explanation, policy; ~ fingers); 
crafty, cunning, (now the serpent was more 
~ than any beast; a ~ enemy). Hence 
subt'LY2 (sut-) adv. [ME & OF sotil f. L 
as prec. ] 

subtlety (sut'lti), n. In adj. senses; also, 
a fine distinction, a piece of hair-splitting. 
[ME, f. OF s(o)utilte f. L sublilitatem 
(SUBTIL, -TY)] 

subtop'i|a, n. (derog.). Term applied to 
urban and rural areas disfigured by ill- 
•planned and ugly building development; 
unsightly suburbs regarded as encroach¬ 
ing upon the natural scene; also fig. 
Hence ~an a. [f. sub- 2a +(u)topia] 

subtract', v.t. Deduct (part, quantity, 

number) from or from whole or greater 
quantity or number, esp. in arithmetic 
or algebra. Hence or cogn. subtrac'tioN 
n., subtrac'tiYE a. [f. L sub(trahere 
tract- draw)] 

sub'trahend, n. What is to be subtracted 
in a subtraction sum. [L as prec.] 

sub'ulate, sub'uliform, aa. (bot., zool.). 
Awl-shaped. [L subula awl (suere sew), 
-ATE2, -I-, -FORM] 

sub'urb, n. Outlying district of city (the 
~s, all or one of such districts, as a hrnise 
in the ~s, also the environs). So suburb- 
an a. [ME, f. OF suburbe or L SUB(urbium 
f. urbs urbis city)] 

Suburb'ia, n. (usu. derog.). (Quasi-proper 
name for) the suburbs (esp. of London) & 
their inhabitants. [-IA1] 

subvention, n. Grant of money in aid, 
subsidy. [ME, f. OF, f. LL subvenlionem 
f. svB(venire vent- come) assist, -ion J 

subvert', v.t. Overturn, upset, effect 
destruction or overthrow of, (religion, 
monarchy, the constitution, principles, 
morality). Hence or cogn. subvdr'siON 
(-shn) n., subvers'iYE a. [ME, f. OF 
subvertir or L sub(vertere vers- turn)] 

sue-, = sub- in L compounds of sub with 
words in c- & their derivatives, 

succade', n. Candied fruit in syrup. [ME, 
f. AF sukaele = OF succade, chuc(c)ade] 

succedan'eium (-ks-), n. (pi. ~a). Substi¬ 
tute, thing or rarely person that one falls 
back on in default of another. So ~OUS a. 
[neut. of L succedaneus (foil., -aneous)] 

succeed' (-ks-), v.t. & i. 1. Take the place 
previously filled by, follow (t. & i.) in 
order, come next (to), ensue, be subse¬ 
quent (to), come by inheritance or in due 
order to or to office or title or property, 
(day ~s day or to day; agitation ~e<i calm; 
•—ing ages will reverence his memory; 
Elizabeth —ed Mary, —ed to the throne, 
'—ed). 2. Have success (in doing etc.), 
be successful, prosper, accomplish one’s 
purpose; (of plan etc.) be brought to 
successful issue. [ME, f. OF succeder or 
L suc(eedere cess- go) ] 

succen'tor (-ks-), n. Precentor’s deputy 
in some cathedrals. [LL, f. L suc(cinere 
-cent- = canere sing), -or] 

succes d’estime (see Ap.), n. Passably 
cordial reception given to performance or 
work from respect rather than apprecia¬ 
tion. [F] 

succes fou (see Ap.), n. Success marked 
by wild enthusiasm. [F ] 

success' (-ks-), n. Issue of undertaking 
(rare; with good or bad ~); favourable 
issue, accomplishment of end aimed at, 
attainment of wealth or fame or position, 
(have inquired for it without ~; military 
~es; spoilt by ~ ; nothing succeeds like ~, 
one ~ leads to others), whence ~ful a., 
~fulLY2 adv.; thing or person that turns 
out well (the experiment is a~; was a great 

For words in sub- not given see SUB-. 



succession 1289 suck 

~ as a bishop); pupil who passes his 
examination, [f. L successus -us (succeed) ] 

succession (-ksCshn), n. 1. A following 
in order (esp. in —; three great victories in 

running, wntliout intervening defeat). 
2. Series of things in ~ (a ~ of disasters, 
several running). 3. (Right of) succeeding 
to the throne or any office or inheritance, 
set or order of persons having such right, 
(laws regulating the —; claimed, was ex¬ 
cluded from, the —; in — to, as successor 
of; the — must not be broken; is second 
in the —; was left to him & his —, heirs; 
apostolic —, uninterrupted transmission 
of spiritual authority through bishops 
from the apostles downw-ards; law o/~, 
regulating inheritance esp. in cases of 
intestate decease; the S— States, those 
resulting from the partition of Austria- 
-Hungary. 4. (biol.). Order of descent 
in development of species. Hence ~al 
(-ksSsho-) a. [ME, f. OF, or L successio 
(SUCCEED, -ION)] 

successive (-ks-), a. Following one after 
another, in uninterrupted succession, 
running, consecutive. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[ME, f. med. L successivus (succeed, 
-ive)] 

success'or (-ks-), n. Person or thing that 
succeeds to another (to, of; cf. predeces¬ 
sor). [ME, f. OF f. L (succeed, -or)] 

succinct' (-ks-), a. Terse, concise, briefly 
expressed. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[ME, f. L succinctus f. sue(cingere cinct- 
gird) tuck up] 

succ'ory, n. = chicory, [alt. f. cicoree 
etc., old forms of chicory] 

*succ'otasli, n. Dish of green maize & 
beans (& salt pork) boiled together, [f. 
Amer.-Ind. msiguatash] 

siicc'our (-ker), v.t., & n. 1. Come to the 
assistance of, give aid to, (person in 
danger or difficulty). 2. n. Aid given at 
time of need; (pi., arch.) reinforcements, 
troops coming to the rescue; hence ~less 
a. [vb ME, f. OF sucurre f. L sxsc(currere 
curs- run); n. ME & OF sucurs etc. f. 
med. L succursus -us (succurrere)] 

succ'uba, -bus, n. (pi. -bae, -bi). Female 
demon having sexual intercourse with 
sleeping men. [LL (-ba) & med. L (-bus) 
f. sue(cumbere lie)] 

succ'ullent, a. Juicy (of lit. or fig. food); 
(bot.) thick & fleshy, having such leaves 
or stems. Hence ~ence n., ~entL\'2 adv. 
[f. L succulenlus (suceus juice, -lent)] 

succumb' (-m), v.i. Be overcome, have 
to cease from resistance or competition or 
other effort, be forced to give way to, die 
owing to, die, (~ to one’s enemies, superior 
numbers, grief, temptation). [ME, f. OF 
succomber or f. L sue (cumbere lie)] 

succurs'al, a. (Of chapel of ease) subsi¬ 
diary. [f. F (dglise) succursale subsidiary 
(church) f. med. L as succour, -al] 

such, a. (no comp, or sup.; placed not 
between a & its n. but before or after 
them), & pron. 1. Of the same kind or 

degree as (— people, people —, as these; ~ 
beauty as yours; experiences — as this are 
rare; — grapes as you never saw; — as 
also = of the or a kind that, as ~ a scarlet 
as makes the eyes ache). 2. So great, so 
natured in some respect, as to do or that 
(is — as to make one despair; had — a fright 
that she hardly survived it). 3. Of the kind 
or degree already described or implied or 
intelligible from the context or circum¬ 
stances (never had — sport; there are no — 
doings now; — things make one despair; 
~ are the privileges of fatherhood; don’t be 
in — a hurry; how could you leave him at — 
a time?; saw just — another yesterday; long 
may he continue — !; often colloq. pre¬ 
ceding adj. & n. with tho effect of so 
modifying the adj., as ~ horrid language, 
language so horrid, was it — a long time 
ago?, don’t want — a big one or ~ big ones; 
also rarely used twice as relative & correl., 
as ~ master — servant, the servant is ~ 
as the master is). 4. (In legal or formal 
style) the aforesaid, of the aforesaid kind 
(whoever shall make — return falsely). 5. So 
great!, of a kind that demands exclama¬ 
tory description, (we have had — sport!, 
~ an enjoyable evening!). 6. Of a kind or 
degree sufficient to account for the pre¬ 
ceding or following statement (he cannot 
come too often, he gives — pleasure; there 
was — draught, it is no wonder he caught 
cold). 7. (Also —-&—) particular, of 
particular kind, but not needing to be 
specified (~ an one, — a one, arch.,«•—&•— 
a person, someone, so-&-so; —results 
will follow from causes). 8. —'like, 
of ~ kind (now chiefly vulg.; & see below). 
9. pron. ~ as, ttiose who (chiefly arch, or 
poet, or rhet.; — as sit in darkness). 
10. That, the action etc. referred to, (I 
may have offended, but — was not my inten¬ 
tion). 11. As as being what has been 
named (in country places a stranger is 
welcome as —); all —, persons of ~ charac¬ 
ter (so perish all —!). 12. (Also —like; 
chiefly vulg.) things of ~ kind (do not 
hold with theatres & balls <& — or —like). 
13. (vulg. or coinmerc.). The aforesaid 
thing(s), it, they or them, (those who leave 
parcels in the train cannot expect to recover 
—). [OE sivyle, OS sulik, OHG sulih, ON 
slikr, Goth, swaleiks f. Gmc. *swalik- (so, 
LIKE)] 

suck, y.t. & i., & n. 1. Draw (milk, liquid) 
into mouth by making vacuum with 
muscles of bps etc., (fig.) imbibe or gain 
(knowledge, advantage, etc.; also ~ in 
knowledge, — advantage out of); draw milk 
or liquid or sustenance or advantage from 
(— dry, exhaust of contents thus; ~ the 
breast of; the mother whom he —ed; —ed 
orange, thing iu which there is no good¬ 
ness left; ~ one’s brains, extract his 
ideas for one’s own use); roll the tongue 
about, squeeze in the mouth, (~ sweets, 
one’s teeth, etc.); (of absorbent substance) 
~ in or up, absorb; (of whirlpool etc.) ~ 
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in, engulf; ~ the breast or udder (part., 
not yet weaned, as ~ing child, ^ing-pig; 
also fig., unpractised, budding, as ~»ig 
barrister, saint)-, ~ something, use ~ing 
action, make ~ing sound, (sat ~ing at his 
pipe; pump etc. ~s, makes gurgling or 
drawing sound; ~ing-disc, sucker); ~ in 
(si.), deceive, ~-in, n., disappointment; 
||~ up (schoolboy si.), play toady (to; 
—up n., a toady). 2. n. Opportunity of 
~ing the breast (give ~, of mother or 
nurse or animal suckling child etc.); 
drawing action of whirlpool etc.; spell of 
~ing with lips or in mouth (take a ~ at it); 
small draught of or of liquor; II (school¬ 
boy si., pi.) sweets; (si.; also ~-in) 
disappointment, fiasco, (what a <->/, /, 
intt. expr. amusement at another’s 
failure after confidence). [OE sucan, 
cogn. w. L sugere; cf. soak] 

suck'er, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Person or thing 
that sucks, esp. sucking-pig or new-born 
whale; (si.) person of immature mind, 
greenhorn; kinds of fish that suck in food 
or have mouth suggesting suction or 
adhere by sucking-disc. 2. Piston of 
suction-pump; pipe through which liquid 
is drawn by suction. 3. (Also sucking-disc) 
flat or concave surface (as organ in some 
animals, also acetabulum, or artificial of 
rubber etc. in machinery or appliances) 
that adheres by suction & atmospheric 
pressure to what it is placed against. 
4. (bot.). Shoot springing from sub¬ 
terranean part of stem, from part of root 
remote from main stem, from axil, or 
abnormally from bole or branch. 5. vb. 
(bot.). Remove ~s from; produce ~s. 
[-ER1] 

suc'kle, v.t. Give suck to. [ME, perh. 
back form. f. foil.] 

suck'ling, n. Unweaned child or animal 
(babes & ~s, the utterly inexperienced). 
[ME. f. suck vb, -LING1] 

suc'rdse, n. Cane-sugar or any of the 
sugars of the same composition & pro¬ 
perties. [F sucre sugar, -ose2] 

sue'tion, n. Sucking; production of par¬ 
tial vacuum by removal of air etc. for 
purpose of enabling external atmospheric 
pressure to force in liquid or produce 
adhesion of surfaces; ~-chamber, -pipe, in 
-—pump; ~-/an, for withdrawing chaff 
etc. from grain by ~ ; ~-plate, holding set 
of artificial upper teeth & adhering to 
palate by ~; ~-pump, drawing water 
through pipe into chamber exhausted by 
piston, [f. LL suctio (L sugere suet- suck, 
-ion)] 

suetdr'ial, a. (zooh). Adapted for or 
capable of sucking, having sucker for 
feeding or adhering, [mod. L suctorius 
(prec., -ORY), -AL] 

Sudanese (sobdanez'), a. & n. (pi. same). 
(Inhabitant, language) of the Sudan, 
region of Africa south of Egypt. [-ESE] 

sudar'ium, n. (pi. -ia). Kerchief of St 
Veronica miraculously stamped -with face 
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of Christ; any miraculous portrait of 
Christ; napkin about Christ’s head (John 
xx. 7). [L, = napkin (sudor sweat, -ary1)] 

sudator'ium, n. (pi. -ia). Hot-air bath. 
[L neut. as foil. ] 

sud'atory, a. & n. 1. Promoting perspira¬ 
tion. 2. n. ~ drug; = prec. [f. L suda- 
torius (suda.re sweat, -ory)] 

sudd, n. Floating plants, trees, etc., im¬ 
peding navigation of White Nile. [Arab., 
= barrier] 

sudd'en, a. & n. 1. Occurring or come 
upon or made or done unexpectedly or 
without warning, abrupt, abnormally 
rapid, hurried, (~ death, need, fear; a ~ 
resolve, departure, change, turn of the wrist, 
bend in the road,; is very ~ in his move¬ 
ments) ; ~ death, (also, eolloq.) decision by 
a single toss of a coin (as against the best 
of three), decision of a level set at lawn 
tennis by the issue of the next game; 
hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 2. n. Of or on 
a,, rarely on, the, ~, ~ly. [ME, f. AF 
sodein, sudein = OF soudain f. L subi- 
taneus (subitus sudden, -aneous) ] 

sudorif'erous, a. Sweat-producing (of 
glands), [f. LL sudorifer (sudor sweat, 
-FEROUS)] 

sudorif'ic, a. & n. (Drug) causing sweat. 
[L sudor sweat, -I-, -fic] 

Sud'ra (sdo-), n. Lowest of four great 
Hindu castes; cf. brahmin, kshatriya, 
vaisya. [Skr.] 

suds (-z), n. pi. Froth of soap & water 
(usu. soop-~). [16th c. also = fen waters 
etc., of lincert. orig.; cf. MDu., MLG 
sudde, MDu. sudse marsh, hog] 

sue, v.t. & i. Prosecute (person) in law- 
-court; entreat (person), make entreaty 
or application to person or law-court, (for 
redress or a favour, esp. woman’s hand in 
marriage); ~ emt, make petition in law- 
-court for & obtain (writ, pardon, etc.). 
[ME, f. AF suer, surer = OF sivre etc. 
f. Rom. *sequ6re f. L seqvi follow] 

suede (swad), n. Kid-skin dressed with 
flesh side rubbed to a nap (usu. attrib.). 
[f. F (gants de) Suede (gloves of) Sweden] 

su'et, n. Hard fat of kidneys & loins of 
oxen, sheep, etc. Hence ~Y2 a. [ME, 
app. f. AF *suet, *sewet f. OF seu, sieu 
(mod. suif) f. L sebum tallow, -et1] 

suf-, = sub- in L compds with wds in f- & 
their derivatives. 

suff'er, v.t. & i. 1. Undergo, experience, 
be subjected to, (pain, loss, grief, defeat, 
change, punishment, wrong, etc.); under¬ 
go pain or grief or damage or disable¬ 
ment (~s acutely; —■ing mortals; was ~ing 
from neuralgia; your reputation will~ ; the 
engine severely; trade is ~ing from the 
tear), whence ~er1, ~ixg1(1), nn. (often 
pi.). 2. (Of condemned man) be executed 
(was to ~ the next morning). 3. Permit to 
do, allow to go on, put up with, tolerate, 
(~ them to come; should not ~ it for a 
moment; hmv can you ~ him or his in¬ 
solence?, whence, chiefly w. neg., ~able 
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a.). [ME, f. AF suffrir = OF sof(J)rir f. L 
suF(/erre bear)] 

suff'erance, n. || (Arch.) submissiveness; 
tacit consent, permission or toleration 
implied by abstinence from objection, 
(esp. on —, in virtue of such toleration). 
[ME, f. AF, OF suf(f)rance f. LL sufferentia 
(SUFFER, -ENCE)] 

suff'cte, n. One of two chief magistrates 
of ancient Carthage, [f. L safes -etis f. 
Punic] 

suffice', v.i. & t. Bo enough (to do, for 
person or purpose, or abs.), be adequate, 
(your word will —; that —s to prove it; 
— it to say that, I will content myself 
with saying that); satisfy, meet the needs 
of, (half a dozen —d him). Hence suffi'c- 
ingLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF suffire (suffls-) f. 
L suv(ficere = facere make) ] 

sufficiency (-shn-), n. II (Arch.) being 
sufficient, ability, efficiency; adequate 
resources, a competence, a sufficient 
amount of or of something, [f. OF 
sufficience or LL svfflcientia (foil., -ency)] 

sufficient (-shnt), a. & n. 1. Sufficing, 
adequate esp. in amount or number to 
the need, enough, (is — to feed a hundred 
men; had not — courage for it; has impu¬ 
dence — for anything', have you — pro¬ 
visions?), whence —l.Y2 adv.; || (arch.) 
competent, of adequate ability or re¬ 
sources ; self—. 2. n. Enough, a — 
quantity, (chiefly vulg. for enough', have 
you had~?). [ME, f. OF, or f. L sufficiens 
(SUFFICE, -ENT)] 

suffix'1, v.t. Append (letter, syllable) in 
word-formation, [f. foil. ] 

suff'ix2, n. Suffixed letter or syllable (cf. 
prefix, affix), [f. mod. L sufflxum f. neut. 
p.p. of L suF(/tfirere fix- fasten)] 

suff'oc|ate, v.t. & i. Choke or kill by stop¬ 
ping respiration (of person, superincum¬ 
bent mass, fumes, etc.); produce choking 
sensation in, impede breath or utterance 
of, (~ated by or with grief, excitement, etc.); 
feel ~ated, gasp for breath. Hence or 
cogn. —atingLY2 adv., —a'tion n. [f. L 
suffocare (SUB2, fauces throat)] 

suff'ragan, a. & n. — bishop or bishop — 
or ~, bishop appointed to help diocesan 
bishop in administration of diocese, also 
any bishop in relation to his archbishop 
or metropolitan (~ see etc., of ~ bishop). 
Hence —ship n. [ME, f. AF, OF suffragan, 
repr. med. L suffraganeus assistant 
(bishop) f. stem of suffragium (foil.)] 

suff'rage, n. Vote, approval or consent 
expressed by voting, (the electors gave their 
~s for free trade; also transf., as the horse 
has my —, I think it preferable); the right 
of voting in political elections (the —, or 

, manhood, woman, universal, etc., —; 
manhood —, extended to all adult males 
without property tests etc.; woman —, 
extended to women as well as men; uni¬ 
versal —, extended to all adults); (eccl.) 
short petition of congregation, esp. one 
said in response to priest, (arch.) an inter¬ 
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cessory prayer. [ME, f. L suffragium, 
partly thr. F suffrage ] 

suffragette', n. Woman who agitated for 
woman suffrage, [irreg. f. suffrage + 
-ette] 

suff'ragist, n. One who attaches impor¬ 
tance to (esp. some extension of) the 
suffrage (woman-~ etc.). [-1ST] 

suffuse' (-z), v.t. (Of colour or moisture) 
well up from within & colour or moisten 
(a blush, tears, —d her cheeks, eyes; often 
in p.p., as skies ~d with amethyst). So 
suffu'siON (-zhn) n. [f. L SUF(fundere fus- 
pour)] 

suf'|i (sob-), sof' | i, n. Mohammedan pan¬ 
theistic mystic. Hence ~ic a., —ism (3) n. 
[f. Arab, gufi man of wool (guf wool) ] 

sug-, = sub- in L conrpds w. wds in g- & 
their derivatives. 

su'gar (shdb-), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Kinds 
of sweet crystalline substance prepared 
from various plants esp. the —cane & 
beet for use in cookery, confectionery, 
brewing, etc. (cane, beet, maple, etc., —, 
named from plant of origin; brown, white, 
granulated, powdered, lump1, castor2, 
loaf1, —). 2. Sweet words, flattery, any¬ 
thing serving purpose of — put round 
pill in reconciling person to what is un¬ 
palatable. 3. (chem.). Kinds of soluble 
sweet-tasting fermentable carbohydrate 
divided according to their composition 
into glucoses & saccharoses. 4. || -—basin, 
holding — for table use; —-beam, kinds of 
pulse & kidney-bean; —-beef, kinds from 
which — is extracted; —bird, kinds that 
suck flowers; —-candy; — -cane, a grass 
with jointed stems 18-20 ft high from 
which — is made; *—-daddy (si.), elderly 
protector and source of revenue of a 
(female) GOW-digger; ~-gum, Australian 
gum-tree with sweet foliage; —-Ttowse, 
establishment in which raw — is made; 
—-loaf1 ; —-maple, tree from sap of which 
— is made; —mill, for crushing —-cane 
& expressing —; —-mile, kind infesting 
unrefined —; —-orchard, of —-maples; 
upturn, sweetmeat, esp. small ball of 
boiled —; —refiner(y), (establishment of) 
manufacturer who refines raw —; — 
-tongs, small tongs for taking up lump— 
at table; hence —y2, —less, aa., — Iness n. 
5. vb. Sweeten with — lit. or fig. 6. (si.). 
Used in pass, as eupliem. imprecation. 
7. || (si.). Work lazily, not do one’s full 
share of work, not put forth ah one’s 
strength, whence —er1 n. [ME, f. OF 
gucre, zuclire, etc., f. med. L zuc-, succarum, 
f. Arab, sukkar] 

suggest' (swj-), v.t. Cause (idea) to pre¬ 
sent itself, call up the idea of by mention 
or association, (thing —s itself, comes into 
the mind); propose (theory, plan, often 
expressed in f/iaf-clause) for acceptance 
or rejection, set up the hypothesis that, 
(—ed a retreat, that they should retreat', 
I — that, formula of examining counsel in 
imputing motives etc. = I put it to you, as 



I ~ that you had a secret understanding 
with them), [f. L sug(gerere gest- bring')] 

sugges'tlible (swj-), a. That may be sug¬ 
gested ; open to hypnotic suggestion. 
Hence~imL'iTY n. [-ible] 

suggSs'tto fdl'si (sitj-), n. Positive mis¬ 
representation not involving direct lie 
but going beyond concealment of the 
truth (cf. suppressio veri). [L] 

suggestion (sttj8s'chon), n. Suggesting 
(full of ~, suggesting many ideas, stimu¬ 
lating reflection); theory or plan sug¬ 
gested ; suggesting of pnirient ideas; in¬ 
sinuation of a belief or impulse into the 
mind of a hypnotic subject, such belief 
or impulse. So sugges'tiVE a. (of), sug- 
ges'tivetY2 adv., sugges'tiveNESS n., 
(suj-). [ME, f. OF, f. L suggest touem 
(-ION) ] 

su'i, genit. of L suus his, her, its, or their, 
own: ~ g&n’eris pred. a., not classifiable 
with others, unique; ~ jur'is (-oor-) pred. 
a., of full age & capacity, independent, 

su'icide, n. 1. Person who intentionally 
kills himself; (law) ~ of years of discre¬ 
tion & sane mind. 2. Intentional self- 
-slaughter (in law, as in 1; esp. commit ~, 
kill oneself); action destructive to one’s 
own interests or continuance in some 
capacity (commit political ~, ruin one’s 
prospects as a politician; racc-~, failure 
of a people to maintain its numbers); 
hence suicid'AL a., suicid'alLY2 adv. 
[f. mod. L suicida, suicidium, f. sui of 
oneself + -cide ] 

su'illine, a. Of the hog family, [f. LL 
suillinus f. L suillus (sus pig), -ink 1 ] 

suit (sut), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Suing, petition, 
seeking of woman’s hand in marriage, 
(make ~, urge a humble request; with 
lowly ~ ; has a ~ to the king; press, push, 
etc., one’s ~; prosper in one’s~). 2. Legal 
prosecution of a claim, action in law- 
court, (also law~, ~ at law, criminal, 
civil, etc., ~). 3. Any of the four sets 
(spades, hearts, diamonds, clubs) into 
which pack of cards is divided (follow ~, 
play from ~ that was led, fig. conform to 
another’s movements); player’s holding 
in it (long, short, ~ in whist, of more than 
three, less than four, cards). 4. Set of 
man’s clothes esp. when of same cloth, 
consisting usu. of coat, waistcoat, & 
trousers or knickerbockers or breeches 
(often ~ of clothes', dress ~, for evening 
dress; ~ of dittos ; ~'c<xse, kind of small 
portmanteau), whence ~'ing1(3) n.; (usu. 
2, 3, 4, -piece ~) woman’s costume. 5. Set 
of sails, set of armour, for simultaneous 
use. 6. vb. Accommodate, adapt, make 
fitting or appropriate, to (~ the action to 
the word, carry out promise or threat at 
once; ~ one’s style to one’s audience); 
(p.p.) appropriate to, well adapted or 
having the right qualities for, is not ~ed 
to be or for an engineer). 7. Satisfy, meet 
the demands or requirements or interests 
of, (does not ~ all tastes; it ~s me or, prob. 

sulpho- 

w. ref. to betting, my book to pvt up with 
him; ~ yourself, do as you choose, also 
find something that satisfies you, esp. 
as servant’s formula in giving warning); 
(of food, climate, etc.) improve or be 
consistent with the health of, agree with, 
(cold, asparagus, does not ~ me). 8. Com¬ 
port with or with, go well with appearance 
or character of, become, (red does not ~ 
with or ~s her complexion; the part ~s him 
admirably; mercy ~s a king). 9. Be con¬ 
venient (that date will ~). [f. AF siute 
etc., = OF sieute f. Gallo-Rom. *sequita 
f. Rom. *sequere sue ] 

suit'lable (sut-), a. Suited to or for, well 
fitted for the purpose, appropriate to the 
occasion. Hence ~aBiL'iTY, ~ableNESS, 

nn., ~abLY2 adv. [prec., -able] 

suite (swet), n. Retinue, set of persons in 
attendance; set of things belonging to¬ 
gether, esp.~ of rooms or furniture; (mus.) 
instrumental composition, orig. succes¬ 
sion of movements in dance style. [F, as 
SUIT] 

suit'or (sut-), n. Party to lawsuit; 
petitioner; wooer, man who asks for 
woman’s hand in marriage. [ME, f. AF 
seutor, suitenir, etc., f. L secutorem (sequi, 
secut- follow, -or) ] 

suivez (swev'a), mus. direction instruct¬ 
ing accompanist to suit his time etc. to 
soloist’s performance. [F] 

sul'cate, a. (bot., anat.). Grooved, fluted, 
channelled, [f. L sulcare (sulcus furrow), 
-ATE2] 

sulk, n., & v.i. 1. Sulky fit (usu. pi., esp. 
in the ~s). 2. v.i. Be sulky. [18th c., of 
unkn. orig.; cf. NFris. sulke] 

sul'kjy, a. & n. 1. Sullen, morose, silent or 
inactive or unsociable from resentment 
or ill temper; hence ~ily2 adv., ~iNESS n. 
2. n. Light two-wheeled one-horse vehicle 
for single person. [-Y2; cf. NFris. sulkig] 

sull'age, n. Filth, refuse, sewage. [16th 
c., of unkn. orig. ] 

Sull'an, a. (Rom. hist.). Of, enacted by, 
L. Cornelius Sulla, [-an] 

sull'en, a. & n. 1. Passively resentful, 
unforgiving, gloomy-tempered, unsocia¬ 
ble, not responding to friendliness or 
encouragement or urging, stubbornly ill- 
-humoured, morose, of dismal aspect; 
hence ~1Y2 adv., ~ness n. 2. n. pi. The 
~s, ~ frame of mind, ill temper, depres¬ 
sion. [16th c. alt. f. ME solein f. AF 
*solein ult. f. L solus sole3, -an] 

sull'y, v.t. Soil, tarnish, (chiefly poet.); 
diminish the purity or splendour of (repu¬ 
tation, character, victory, etc.), disgrace, 
[c. 1600, app. f. F souiller, see soil2] 

sul'ph|(o)-, comb, forms of sulphur: 

~am'ic, derived from an amic acid of 
sulphuric acid, so ~amATE x(3); ~dte, salt 
of sulphuric acid (~ate of copper, blue 
vitriol; ~a(e of iron, green vitriol; ~ate of 
magnesium, Epsom salts; ~ate of sodium, 
Glauber’s salts; ~a(e of zinc, white 
vitriol); ~ide, compound of sulphur with 
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element or radical; ~ite, salt of sulphurous 
acid; ~ocyan'ic, containing sulphur & 
cyanogen; ~onal, a hypnotic & anaes¬ 
thetic drug; ~dn'amides, group of syn¬ 
thetic chemical compounds acting as 
anti-bacterial agents when circulating in 
the blood-stream or applied locally; 
~dn'ic acid, any of a group of acids pro¬ 
duced by the action of sulphuric acid 
(~ona’tion) on various aromatic com¬ 
pounds; movin'ic, of sulphuric acid & 
alcohol. 

stil'phur (-er), n., a., & v.t. 1. Pale-yellow 
non-metallic element occurring in crystal¬ 
line & amorphous modifications, burning 
with blue flame & stifling smell, & used in 
making gunpowder, matches, vulcanite, 
& sulphuric acid, & in medical treat¬ 
ment of skin-diseases (flowers, milk, o/~, 
yellow, white, powders got by treating ~ 
in certain ways; roll, stick, ~ refined 
& cast in moulds, brimstone). 2. Kinds 
of yellow butterfly. 3. Material of which 
hell-fire & lightning were held to consist. 
4. ~-bottom (whale), Pacific rorqual with 
yellow belly; ~ ore, iron pyrites; ~- 
- spring, of water impregnated with~ or its 
compounds; ~-wort, yellow-flowered herb 
formerly used in medicine; hence ~y2 a. 
5. adj. Of pale slightly greenish yellow. 
6. v.t. Apply ~ to, fumigate with ~. 
[ME, f. AF sulf(e)re = OF soufre f. L 
sulfur(em), sulphur(em)] 

sul'phur|ate, v.t. Impregnate or fumi¬ 
gate or treat with sulphur, esp. in bleach¬ 
ing. Hence ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. prec. 
+ -ATE 3 ] 

sulphur'eous, a. Of, like, suggesting, 
sulphur; (bot.) sulphur-coloured. [L 
sulphureus (sulphur), -ous] 

sulphurett'ed, a. Having sulphur in 
combination (chiefly in ~ hydrogen, H2S, 
a transparent colourless fetid gas). If. 
sulphuret (sulphur, -uret) + -ed2] 

sulphur'ic, a. (chem.). Containing sulphur 
in its higher combining proportion (cf. 
sulphurous ; ~ acid, H2S04, oil of vitriol, 
a dense oily colourless highly acid & 
corrosive fluid much used in many pro¬ 
cesses in chemical industry; ~ ether, 
= ether in chem. sense), [f. F sulfurique 
see sulphur, -ic (chem.)] 

sul'phuriz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. = sulphur¬ 
ate. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. F sulfuriser (as 
prec., -ize)] 

sul'phurous, a. = sulphureous ; (chem.; 
pr. -ur'ws) containing sulphur in its lower 
combining proportion (cf. sulphuric ; ~ 
acid), [f. L sulphur(osus -ous), or f. sul¬ 
phur-)--ous] 

sul'tan, n. 1. Moslem sovereign (the S~, 
hist., ~ of Turkey), whence ~ate1 n. 
2. Kinds of gorgeously coloured bird of 
rail family; variety of white domestic 
fowl from Turkey; sweet, yellow, ~, kinds 
of garden flower. [F, or f. med. L 
sultanas, f. Arab.] 

sulta'na (-tab-), n. 1. Sultan’s mother, 
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wife, or daughter. 2. Mistress of king etc. 
3. Sultan-bird. 4. Kind of seedless raisin 
used in puddings & cakes. [It., f. sultano 
(prec.)] 

sul'taness, n.=prec. (first sense), [-ess1] 
sul'trly, a. (Of atmosphere or weather) 
hot & close or oppressive: (of temper etc.) 
passionate. Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~1ness n. 
[f. obs. suiter vb (peril, f. *swulter cogn. 
W. SWELTER) -)--Y 2 ] 

sum, n., & v.t. & i. (-mm-). 1. Total 
amount resulting from addition of items, 
brief expression that includes but does 
not specify details, substance, summary, 
(also ~ total; the ~ of all my wishes is 
happiness; the ~ of two & three is five; 
~, remainder, product, quotient, results 
of addition, subtraction, multiplication, 
division; the ~ or ~ & substance of his 
objections is this; in ~, briefly & com¬ 
prehensively put); particular amount of 
money (what ~ would you give for it?; for 
the ~ of 15/-; a good, round, considerable, 
~; lump1 ~); (working out of) an arith¬ 
metical problem (good at ~s; did a rapid 
~ in his head). 2. vb. Collect into or 
express or include as one total or whole 
(often up), gather up (evidence, points of 
argument etc., already treated in detail) 
into brief review; ~ up (intr.), make 
recapitulation of evidence or argument 
(esp. of Judge after both sides have been 
heard; so ~ming-up n.), (trans.) form or 
express idea of character of (person). 
[ME, f. AF, OF summe, srmme f. L summa 
fem. of summits highest; vb f. OF simmer 
or LL summare] 

sum'ac(h) (-k; also shobtn'ak), n. (Dried 
& ground leaves, used in tanning & dye¬ 
ing, of) kiuds of shrub. [ME, f. OF 
sumac f. Arab, summdq] 

Sumer'lan, a. & n. (archaeol.). 1. Of the 
non-Semitic element in the civilization of 
Babylonia. 2. n. The~ language, a~ per¬ 
son. [f. F (-ien), f. Sumer in Babylonia] 

summ'arlize, -|ise (-Iz), v.t. Make or be 
a summary of, sum up. So ~ist(1) n. 
[foil., -IZE] 

summ'arly, a. & n. 1. Compendious, 
brief, dispensing with needless details or 
formalities, done with dispatch, (a ~y 
account; ~y methods, jurisdiction, etc.); 
hence ~Ily2 adv. 2. n. Brief account, 
abridgement, epitome, [n. f. L sum- 
inarium, adj. f. med. L summarius, (L 
summa, -ary1)] 

summa'tion, n. Addition, finding of 
total or sum. [f. sum vb +-ation ] 

summ'er1, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Second 
season of the year, June-August (astron., 
from ~ solstice to autumnal equinox); 
Indian, || St martin’s, ~; II St Luke’s ~, 
period of fine weather expected about 
18th October. 2. (poet.). (Usu. in pi. 
with number etc.) year of life or age (a 
child of ten ~s). 3. attrib. Characteristic 
of or fit for ~ (—house, light building in 
garden etc. for sitting in; ~ lightning, 
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distant sheet lightning; ~ school, long- 
-vacation meeting for lectures etc., esp. at 
university; ~-time or ~time, the weather 
or season of ~ ; II ~ time, that indicated by 
clocks advanced in ~ to prolong use of 
daylight; || (British) double ~ time, two 
hours in advance of Greenwich mean 
time); hence ~ly l, ~y2, ~less, aa. 4. vb. 
Pass the ~ usu. at or in place; pasture 
(cattle) at or in. [015 sumor, OS, OHG, 
ON sumar] 

summ'er2, n. (Also ~-trce) horizontal 
bearing beam, esp. one supporting joists 
or rafters. [ME, f. AN sumer, somer pack- 
-horse, beam, = OF somier ; f. Rom. 
*saumarius, LL sag-, f. LL f. Gk sagma 
pack-saddle; see breastsummer] 

summersault, -set. = somersault. 
summ'it, n. Highest point, top, apex, 
highest degree, (the icy ~s of the Alps; at 
the ~ of power; the ~ of my ambition is); 
a ~ meeting; (attrib., of meetings, talks, 
etc.) taking place between heads of 
governments. Hence ~less a.. [ME, f. 
OF somet, sommette, (som top f. L sum- 
mum neut. of suumus, -et1)] 

summ'on, v.t. Demand the presence of, 
call upon to appear, esp. as defendant or 
witness in lawcourt, cite, convoke, in¬ 
vite; call upon (town etc.) to surrender; 
~ up, gather courage, spirit, etc., usu. to 
do or for undertaking. [ME, f. OF 
somondre f. L SUB(mcmere, warn), in med. 
L = call] 

summ'ons (-z), n. (pi. ~es), & v.t. 1. 
Authoritative call or urgent invitation to 
attend on some occasion or do something. 
2. Citation to appear before judge ormagi- 
strate. 3. v.t. Serve with ~. [ME, f. OF 
somo(;u)nsc fem. p.p. of somondre as prec.] 

sftmm'um bon'um, n. The chief good, 
esp. as the end or ultimate determining 
principle in an ethical system. [L] 

sump, n. Pit or well for the reception of 
(esp. superfluous) water, oil, or other 
liquid in mines, machines, etc.; cesspool. 
[ME = marsh, f. MDu., MLG sump, or 
(mining) G sumpf, rel. to swamp] 

siimp'ter, n. (Arch.) pack-horse or its 
driver; ~-horse, -mule, -pony, pack- 
-animals. [ME, f. OF1 som(m)etier f. Rom. 
*sagmatarius f. LL f. Gk sagma -atos 
pack-saddle; see summer2] 

sump'tion, n. Major premiss of syllogism. 
[f. L sumptio f. sumere sumpi- take, -iosr] 

sumptuary, a. Regulating expenditure 
(~ law, edict, etc., limiting private ex¬ 
penditure in the interest of the State), 
[f. L sumptuarius (sumpius -us cost as 
prec.)] 

sump'tuous, a. Rich & costly, suggesting 
lavish expenditure. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [ME, f. OF somptueux or L 
sumpiuosus (prec., -ous)] 

sun, n., & v.t. & i. (-nn-). 1. The heavenly 
body that the earth travels round & 
receives warmth & light from, such 
light or warmth or both, (~ rises, sets. 

is brought by earth’s revolution above, 
below, the horizon; his, its, etc., ~ is set, 
time of prosperity or existence is over; 
rise with the ~, get up early; Order of the 
Rising Sun, Japanese order; hail or adore 
the rising ~, curry favour with new or 
coming power; empire etc. on which the ~ 
never sets, world-wide; let not the ~ go 
down upon your wrath, limit it to one day; 
the midnight ~, seen in arctic & antarctic 
regions; nothing new under the ~, in the 
world; mock ~, parhelion; Sun of right¬ 
eousness, Christ; see the ~, be alive; make 
iiay while the ~ shines; hold a candle to the 
~, prov. of superfluous action; take, or si. 
shoot, the ~ (naut.), ascertain its altitude 
in order to fix latitude; with, against, the 
~, clock 1wise, counterclockwise, whence 
~'wise (-z) adv.; ~’s eyelashes, ~’s back¬ 
stays (naut.), ~ drawing water, pheno¬ 
menon given by rays piercing aperture in 
cloud & illuminating suspended particles 
in parallel lines; ~ & planet, system of 
gearing in which cogged wheel on recipro¬ 
cating rod both rotates on its axis & 
travels round the wheel that it engages & 
communicates motion to; exclude, let in. 
the ~; in the ~, exposed to ~’s rays; a 
place in lhe~, fig., favourable situation or 
conditions; take the~, expose oneself to 
flight). 2. Any fixed star with satel- 
lite(s). 3. (poet.). Day or year. 4. (Also 
~ burner) set of gas-jets, electric lights, 
etc., massed as one great light in ceiling. 
5. -hath, exposure of body to ~ ; ~'beam, 
ray of ~; ~-bird, kinds of small bright- 
-plumagcd Old-World birds with resem¬ 
blance to humming-birds; || <—blind, 
window-shade; bonnet, of linen etc. 
with projection & pendent back to shade 
face & neck; ~-bow, prismatic bow given 
by ~light on spray etc.; ~'burn, tanning 
of skin by exposure to so ~'bumt or 
-burned a.; ~'burst, firework or piece of 
jewellery imitating ~ and rays; ~-dance, 
of N.-Amer. Indians in honour of ~; 
~'dew, kinds of small bog-plant with 
hairs secreting drops of moisture; ~- 
dial ; '—'-dog 1; ~'down, ~set; downer, 
Australian tramp who times his arrival 
at a station for the evening, (colloq.) a 
drink at ~set; —dried, dried by ~ & not 
by artificial heat; fish, large fish of al¬ 
most spherical shape; ~'floiver, kinds of 
tall garden-plant with showy goldon- 
-rayed flowers, plant grown for its seeds 
which yield an edible oil; -—glasses, for 
protecting the eyes from direct ~light 
or glare; ~-glow, whitish or faintly 
coloured corona of light occas. seen 
round ~; •—god, the ~ worshipped as a 
deity; ~-hat, -helmet, adapted by material 
or shape to keep ~ off; ~'light; ~'Zit; 
'—myth, solar myth; ~-rays, ultra-violet 
rays used therapeutically as substitute 
for~light; ~'rise, (moment of) ~’s rising; 
~'seZ, (moment of) ~’s setting, western 
sky with colours characterizing ~set 
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(attrib., resembling these), (fig.) declining 
period of life; shade, parasol, also awn¬ 
ing of shop-window; shine, light of ~ 
(~shine recorder, instrument recording 
duration of ~shine; ~shine roof, sliding 
roof of saloon motor-car), surface illu¬ 
minated by it, fair weather, (fig.) cheer¬ 
fulness or bright influence, so ~'shiny a.; 
~-snake, ornament found in early N.- 
-Europ. art shaped like S with small circle 
at centre; ~-spot, one of the dark patches, 
changing in shape & size & lasting for 
varying periods, occas. observed on ~’s 
surface; ~-star, red starfish with many 
rays; ~-stone, kinds of quartz (esp. cat’s- 
-eye) & feldspar; stroke, acute prostra¬ 
tion from excessive heat of weather; 
~-wp (dial.), ~rise; —worshipper); hence 
~'LESS a., ~'leSSNESS n., ~'LIKE, ~'PROOF2, 

aa., ~'ward a. & adv., wards (-z) adv. 
6. vb. Expose to the ~ (~ oneself, bask 
inflight, also fig.);~ oneself. [OE sunne, 
also OE, ON -a, OS, OHO -o, -a, Goth, -o 
f. Gmc *sunnon, -on] 
•sun'dae (-di), n. Portion of ice-cream 
mixed ■with crushed fruit, nuts, etc. 
[arbitrary ] 

Sun'day (-di), n. First day of week, Lord’s 
day, observed as day of rest & worship 
(HOSPITAL, LOW1, PALM1, ROGATION, SHOW2, 

~; month of ~s, long period; ~ letter, 
dominical letter; ~ best, ~ go-to-meeting 
clothes, usu. joc., best clothes kept for ~ 
use; ~-school, for rehgious instruction on 
~s). [OE sunnan dseg, transl. LL dies 
soils day of the sun] 

sun'der, v.t. & i. (arch., rhet., poet.). 
Separate (t. & rarely i.), sever, keep 
(trans.) apart. Hence ~ance n. (rare). 
[OE sundrian, f. dsundrian, f. sundor, 
esp. in on sundran asunder] 

sun'dry, a. & n. 1. Divers, several, (chiefly 
arch. & joc.; all & ~, each & all, every¬ 
one collectively & individually). 2. n. 
(Austral.) an extra in cricket; (pi.) odd¬ 
ments, accessories or items not needing 
special mention. [OE syndrig (sundor see 
prec., -Y2)] 

sung. See sing. 

sunk(en). See sink1. 
sunn, n. (Also ~ hemp) E.-Ind. hemplike 

fibre, [f. Hind, san f. Skr. sana] 
Suun'|a(h) (-na), n. Traditionary portion 
of Mohammedan law based on Moham¬ 
med’s words or acts, but not written by 
him, accepted as authoritative by the 
orthodox (~ite1 or ~i pr. -e, nn.) & 
rejected by the Shiites. [Arab. sunnah 
(sunnat) tradition] 

sunnud. Var. of sanad. 
sunn'ly, a. Bright with or as sunlight; of 
the sun (rare); exposed to, warm with, 
the sun (the side, side of house etc. 
that gets sun, also fig. the moro cheerful 
aspect of circumstances etc.); cheery, 
bright in disposition, diffusing cheerful¬ 

ness. Hence~iLY2 adv.,~1ness n. [ME; 
-Y2] 

sunnyasee. Var. of san(n)yasi. 
sup, v.t. & i. (-pp-), & n. 1. Take (soup, 
tea, etc.) by sips or spoonfuls (he must 
have a long spoon that ~s with the devil, 
parleying with doubtful characters is 
risky); take supper (on, off, specified 
food); (of food or host) provide supper for. 
2. n. Mouthful of liquid (esp. neither bit 
or bite nor ~). [(sense ‘ sip ’) OE supan 
(MLG supen, OHG sufan), *suppan (OHG 
-supphen, G supfen), *shpian f. sflp- cf. 
sop; (sense ‘take supper’) ME f. OF 
soper, super see supper] 

sup-, = sub- in L compds w. wds in p- & 
their derivatives. 

sup'er, n. & a. (colloq., shop). 1. Super¬ 
numerary actor, (fig.) extra or unwanted 
or unimportant person etc.; superinten¬ 
dent ; expensively produced film designed 
for exhibition as the principal item in 
cinema programmes (in full ~-film)\ 
(commerc.) superfine cloth or manu¬ 
facture. 2. adj. Superfine; (of measure) 
superficial, in square (not linear or solid) 
measure (120 ~ ft, or 120 ft ~); (si.) 
splendid, [abbr. supernumerary, super¬ 
fine, superficial] 

sup'er-, pref. f. L super prep., super- pref., 
over, beyond. 1. In adjj. & their derivv. 
varieties of meaning are : 

a. situated directly over, as ~columnar 
above columns, ~humeral over the shoul¬ 
der ; 
b. not in or under but above, as 

~aqueous, ~terrene, ~celestial, above 
water, earth, sky; 

c. exceeding, going beyond, more than, 
transcending, too exalted for contact or 
connexion with, as ~normal beyond the 
norm, ~natural beyond what nature will 
account for, ~sensible out of reach of 
sense, ~ethical above the sphere of ethics. 

2. In vbs & adjj. & their derivv. varieties 
of meaning are: 
a. on the top of something, as ~ impose, 

~scribe, ~stratum; 
b. observation from above, as ~intend, 

~stition, ~vise; 
c. besides, in addition, as ~add. deroga¬ 

tion, ~fetation; 
d. to a degree beyond the usual or the 

right, as ~eminent, ~saturate, ~subtle. 
3. In nn. & their derivv. varieties of 

meaning are: 
a. upper or outer, as ~canopy, dcilious, 

dhive; 
b. of higher kind, higher in degree, ex¬ 

pressing addition, in higher than the 
ordinary sense, esp. in names of classifi- 
catory divisions, as ^class group includ¬ 
ing more than one class; 
~abound' v.i., ~abun'dance n., ~- 

abun'dant a., ~abun'dantly adv., 2d; 
~add' v.t., ~addi'tion n., 2c; ~altar 

For words in super- not given see super-. 



(-awl-1 n., 3a, slab of stone consecrated & 
placed on unconsecrated altar: —an'al 
a., la(Axus):—angel'ica., lc;—ann'uate 
v. t., lc (L annus year), declare too old for 
work or use or continuance, dismiss or 
discard as too old, require the removal 
from school of (a pupil who has failed to 
reach a certain educational standard), 
send into retirement with pension, (p.p.) 
past work or use, so —annua'tion n.; 
—a'queous a., lb; —cal'endered a., 
2d; —can'opy n., 3a; —carg5 n. (pi. -oes), 
1, person in merchant ship managing sales 
etc. of cargo [f. Sp. sobrecargo 1; —celesl 
tial a,, lb, also lc = —angelic; —charger 
n., 2d, pump used in motor-cars & aero¬ 
planes to force an extra quantity of 
explosive mixture into cylinders of 
engine & so increase the power output; 
—cil'iary a., 3a (L supercilium eyebrow 
f. cilium eyelid), of the brows, over the 
eye; —cil'ious a., —cil'iously adv., 
—cil'iousness n., 3a [f. L supereiliosus 
w. ref. to raised eyebrows, see prec.], 
contemptuous, showing haughty in¬ 
difference, assuming superiority; — 
civ'ilized (-zd) a., 2d; —class (-ah-) n., 
3b; —colum'nar a., la; —columnia'tion 
n., la, placing of one architectural order 
over another; —cool v.t., 2d, cool (a liquid) 
below its freezing-point, without solidi¬ 
fication; —dread'nought (-dred'nawt) 
n., lc, battleship more powerful than the 
Dreadnought type (hist.); —eleva'tion 
n., 3b, amount by which outer rail at a 
curve is higher than inner; —em'inent 
a., 2d; —eroga'tion n., 2c [f. LL superero- 
gare pay out beyond what is expected], 
doing of more than duty requires (esp. 
works of derogation in theol., such as form 
a reserve fund of merit that can be drawn 
on in favour of sinners), so —erog'atory 
a.; —eth'ical a., lc; —ex'cellent a., 
—excellence, —exclta'tion, nn., 2d; 
—family n. (biol.), 3b; —fatt'ed a., 2d 
(of soap); —fecunda'tion, —feta'tion, 
nn., 2c, second conception occurring 
during gestation; —fi'cial (-Ishl) a., 
—ficial'ity (-shi-) n., —fi'cially adv., 3a 
(foil.), of or on the surface only, not going 
deep, without depth, (dfidal colour, 
resemblance, knowledge, wound, accom¬ 
plishments', a dficial person, with no 
reserve of knowledge or feeling behind 
what he shows), (of measure) square (see 
super a.); ~fi'cies (-shlez) n. (pi. the 
same), 3a (L, f. facies face), a surface; 
—fine a., 2d, (commerc.) of extra quality, 
(gen.) affecting great refinement; —flu'ity 
(-loo-) n., 2d(foll.),~fluous amount (give of 
one’s dfluiti/), thing not needed; —fluous 
(sdbpdi'fldb-) a., —fluously adv., — 
fluousness n., 2d (L superfluus f. fluere 
flow), more than enough, redundant, 
needless; —heat' v.t., 2d, (esp.) heat 
(steam) to temperature higher than that 

super- 

of boiling water, so ~hea,t'ER’(2) n.; 
—hive n., 3a, removable upper compart¬ 
ment of hive; —hum'an a., —hum'anly 
adv., lc; —hum'eral n., la (L humerus), 
Jewish ephod, also amice1, also archi- 
episcopal pallium; —impose' (-z) v.t., 2a, 
lay on or on something else; ~impregna- 
tion n., 2c, ~fecundation; —incum'bent 
a., 2a, lying on something; —induce' 
v.t., 2c, develop or bring in as an addi¬ 
tion; —institution n., 2c, institution of 
person into benefice already occupied; 
—intend' v.t. & i., 2b (L iNTENDere attend 
to), have the management (of), arrange & 
inspect working (of), so —inten'dence n., 
—inten'dent n., person who '—intends, 
II police officer above rank of inspector; 
—ja'cent a., 2a (L jacere he), —incum¬ 
bent ; —lative (sdbpdrO a. & n., 2d [f. LL 
supertfativus f. ferre lat- carry)], of the 
highest degree (—(afire wisdom, beauty, 
etc.; diative degree in gram., the forms 
of the adjective & adverb by which the 
highest or a very high degree of a quality 
is expressed, as bravest, most absurdly), 
so —latively adv., —lativeness n., (n.) 
the —lative degree or form (not used in 
the diative; what is the dla.tive of shy?), a 
word in the—lative (his talk is alldlatives, 
he exaggerates); —lun'ar(y) (-loo-) a., lb, 
(esp.) not of this world; —man n., 3b, 
overman; —market, n., 3b, large, usu. 
self-service, store selling food & domestic 
goods; — med'lal a., la; — mOl'ecule n., 
3b, compound molecule, combination of 
molecules acting as physical unit; — 
mun'dane a., lc, superior to earthly 
things; —nac'ulum adv. & n., 1 [16th 
c. L rendering of G auf den Nagel (trin- 
ken)), II drink dnaculum, to the bottom 
(w. ref. to pouring of the last drop on 
thumbnail), (n.) choice wine worthy of 
being so drunk; —nat'ant a., 2a (nata¬ 
tion), floating on surface; —na'tural 
(-cher-) a., —na'turally adv.,—na'tural- 
ness n., lc, due to or manifesting some 
agency above the forces of nature, outside 
the ordinary operation of cause & effect, 
so — na'turalism, —na'turalist, belief, 
believer, in the —natural, —na'turalize, 
-ise (-Iz), elevate into the —natural 
region; — norm'al a., lc; — num'erary 
a. & n., lc, (person or thing) in excess of 
the normal number, esp. extra person 
engaged for odd jobs; —nutri'tion n., 
2d; —octave (-iv) n., 3b, organ-stop two 
octaves above open diapason; —order n., 
—ord'inal a., 3b (in classif.); —ord'inary 
a., lc; —organ'ic a., lc (of psychical 
things considered apart from the organ¬ 
isms in which they are manifested), also, 
3b, social, organic in a higher meta¬ 
phorical sense; —oxygena'tion n., 
2d; —pa'rasite n., parasite of a parasite, 
—parasit'ic a., 3b ; —phos'phate n., 2d, 
phosphate with greatest possible pro- 

For words in super- not given see super-. 
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portion of phosphoric acid; ~phys'ical 
(-z-) a., lc; ~p5se' (-z) v.t., ~posi'tion 
(-z-) n., 2a, lay (thing) on or (uy)on 
another; ~sac'ral a., la (sacrum); 
~sat'urate v.t., ~satura'tion n., 2d; 
~scribe v.t., 2a [f. L super(scribere script- 
write)], write (inscription) at top of or 
outside something, write inscription over 
or on (thing), so ~script a., written above 
the line, superior, ~scrip'tion n., 
~scrihed word(s); ~sede' v.t. [f. OF 
superseder desist f. L super(sedere sess- 
sit) desist from], set aside, cease to 
employ, adopt or appoint another person 
or thing in place of, (of person or thing 
appointed or adopted) take the place 
of, oust, supplant; ~sen'sible a., lc; 
~sen'sitive a., 2d; —sen'sual, ~sen'- 
suous, aa., lc, ~sensible; ~se'ssion 
(-shn) n., ~seding or being ~seded; 
~s51'ar a., lb; ~solid n., 3b, a solid 
of more than three dimensions; ~son'ic 
a. & n., lc (L sonus sound), relating 
to sound-waves of such a high fre¬ 
quency as to be inaudible, (of speed) 
greater than that of sound, (of aircraft 
etc.) travelling at ~sonic speed, (n. pi.) 
high-frequency sound-waves, study of 
these; ~sound n., lc, vibrations of same 
type as sound but too rapid to be audible; 
~spi'ritual a., ~spiritual'ity n., 2d; 
~strat'um, ~struc'tion or ~structure 
nn., ~struc'tural (-cher-) a., 2a; ~sub- 
stan'tial (-shl) a., lc; ~subtle (-sii'tl) a., 
^subtlety (-siit'ltl) n., 2d; ||~tax n., 3b, 
(1909-29) graduated tax on incomes above 
£5,000 p.a. levied in addition to ordinary 
income tax; ~tellur'ic a., lb (L tellus 
-uris the earth) ;~tem'poral a., la, above 
the temples of the head, also lc, tran¬ 
scending time; ~terrene\ ~terres- 
trial, aa., lb; ~tonlc n., lc, tone in 
musical scale next above tonic; ~tubera- 
tion n., 3b, formation of tubers on tubers; 
~vacan'eous a., 2d [f. L super(vacaneus 
f. vaeare be empty)], ~fluous, unneces¬ 
sary; ~vene' v.i., 2a [f. L super(venire 
vent- come)!, occur as an interruption to 
or change from some condition or process, 
so ~ven'tion n.; ~vise' (-z) v.t., 2b (L 
videre vis- see), direct or watch with 
authority the work or proceedings or 
progress of, oversee, so ~vi'sion (-zhn) 
n.,~visor (-z-) n.,~vis'ory (-z-)a. [repr. 
L super- = adv. & prep, super above, 
rel. to over, Gk huper, Skr. upari] 

sup'erable, a. Not insuperable, [f. L 
superabilis f. superare overcome (super 
over, see prec.), -able] 

superb' (sob-, su-), a. Of the most im¬ 
pressive or splendid or exalted kind, 
grand, (~ beauty, courage, impudence; a ~ 
view, display, collection, specimen, voice, 
binding). Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. F superbe 
or L svperbus proud] 

superheterodyne, n. & a. (Using) a 
system of wireless reception in which a 
local variable oscillator is tuned to beat 

T 

at a constant ultrasonic rate with carrier- 
-wave frequencies, thus making it un¬ 
necessary to tune the amplifier & securing 
great selectivity; abbr. superhit', [f. 
SUPEU(SONIC) +HETERODYNE] 

super'ior (sob-, su-), a. & n. 1. Upper, in 
higher position, of higher rank, (~ officer, 
rank, court; ~ limit 1; ~ genus, higher in 
the classificatory series & so more com¬ 
prehensive ; ~ wings, folding over others; 
~ figures or letters, written or printed 
above the line; ~ limb of sun etc., upper 
edge; (hot., of calyx or ovary) placed 
above tho ovary or calyx). 2. Better or 
greater in some respect, related as the 
better or greater to, (by ~ wisdom., 
cunning, etc.; is ~ in speed to any other 
machine; ~ numbers, esp. more men or 
their presence, as ivas overcome by ~ 
numbers). 3. Of quality or qualities above 
the average, having or showing conscious¬ 
ness of such qualities, (made of ~ leather; 
my cook is a very ~ wernmn; ~ persons, the 
better educated etc., also & usu. iron., 
prigs; he remarked with a ~ air). 4. Above 
giving attention or yielding or making 
concessions to (~ to bribery, temptation, 
revenge, fortune; rise ~ to, be unaffected 
by); hence or cogn. superio'riTY (or -p<5-) 
n., ~ly2 adv. (chiefly in describing posi¬ 
tion in hot., anat., etc.). 5. n. One’s 
better, person ~ to one, in rank or in 
some respect (is deferential to h is ~s; you 
are my ~ in ability <£■ 1 yours in applica¬ 
tion ; has no — in courage). 6. Head of 
monastery etc. (often Father, Mother, 
Lady, <S~), whence ~ess1 n. (rare). 
[ME, f. OF, f. L superiorem nom. -or, 
comp, of superus high (super above, see 
SUPER-)] 

sup£rn'al, a. (poet., rhet.). Heavenly, 
divine, of the sky, lofty. [ME, f. OF, 
or med. L supernalis f. L superwus, 
-AL] 

supersed'eds, n. Writ staying proceed¬ 
ings. [L 2 sing. pres. subj. as suPERsede] 

siipersti'tiion, n. Credulity regarding 
the supernatural, irrational fear of the 
unknown or mysterious, misdirected 
reverence; a religion or practice or 
particular opinion based on such tend¬ 
encies. So ~ious (-shits) a., ~iousLY2 
adv., ~iousness n., (-shits-). [ME, f. OF, 
or f. L superstitio f. stare slat- stand ] 

sup'in|ate, v.t. Turn (hand) palm upward 
(cf. pronate). Hence or cogn. ~a'tion n., 
~atOR n. (as name of two muscles). [L 
supinare (foil.), -ate3] 

sup'ine1 (or -in'), a. Lying face upward 
(cf. prone); disinclined for exertion, 
indolent, lethargic. Hence supine'LY2 
adv., siipine'NESS n. [f. L supinus (st. of 
SUPER-, -INE1)] 

sup'ine2, n. (L gram.). Verbal noun with 
accusative in -um & ablative in -u formed 
from p.p. st. of L vbs & used iu special 
constructions, [f. LL (verbum) supinum, 
transl. Gk hyplios passive] 
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siipp'er, n. A meal taken at the end of 
a day, the last meal of the day when 
dinner is not the last. Hence ~less a. 
[ME, f. OF soper, super, subst. use of 
inf. (-ER4), f. Rom. *suppare f. Gallo-Rom. 
sv/ppa sop, soup ; cf. sup] 

supplant' (-ah-), v.t. Oust & take the 
place of esp. by underhand means. Hence 
^er1 n. [ME, f. OF supplanter or L 
svr(plantare f. planta sole) trip up] 

siip'ple, a., & v.t. & i. 1. Easily bent, 
pliant, flexible; given to compliance, 
avoiding overt resistance, wanting in 
sturdiness of character, artfully submis¬ 
sive, fawning; ~-jack, (walking-cane of) 
kinds of strong twining shrub; hence ~- 
NESS n., sup'pLY2 adv. 2. vb. Make or 
grow ~ (~ horse, train him to obey slight¬ 
est touch of rein). [ME souple, f. OF, f. 
Rom. *supples f. L sup(plex -plicis f. 
plicare fold) submissive] 

sup'plement1, n. Thing added to supply 
deficiencies, esp. fuller treatment of 
special subject issued with or in addition 
to newspaper etc.; (math.) the angle that 
added to another will make the sum two 
right angles. Hence ~ai, ~ary1, aa., 
(-mCn-). [ME, f. L sur(plemenlum f. plere 
fill, -MENT)] 

supplement'2, v.t. Blake addition(s) to. 
Hence ~a'tion n. [f. prec. ] 

supp'liant, a. & n. 1. Supplicating, ex¬ 
pressive of supplication; hence ~ly2 adv. 
2. n. Humble petitioner. [ME, f. OF 
(supplier f. L as foil., -AST)] 

supp'ilc|ate, v.t. & i. Make humble 
petition to or to person or for or for 
tiling. Hence or cogn. ~atingl,Y2 adv., 
~a'tion n., ~atORY a. [ME, f. L sup- 
plicare (supplex supple), -ate3] 

supply', v.t., & n. 1. Furnish, provide, 
(tiling needed, or person, receptacle, etc., 
with or with thing needed), whence 
suppli'ER1 n.; make up for, meet, serve 
to obviate, (deficiency, need, loss); fill 
(place vacancy, pulpit) as substitute. 
2. n. Providing of what is needed (Com¬ 
mittee of S~, House of Commons discus¬ 
sing details of estimates for public ser¬ 
vice) ; stock, store, amount of something 
provided or at hand or get-at-able, (~ 
& demand in pol. econ., chief factors 
regulating price of commodities; an in¬ 
exhaustible ~ of fish, coal, etc.; goods are 
in short ~, scarce; water etc. -~), (pi.) 
collected necessaries for army etc.; (pi.) 
grant of money by Parliament for cost 
of government, money allowance to per¬ 
son (his father cut off the supplies). [ME, 
f. OF so(u)pleer, souplier, f. L sup(plere 
fifi)] 

support', v.t., & n. 1. Carry (part of) 
weight of, hold up, keep from falling or 
sinking, (foundation, buttress, ~s house, 
wall-, ~ed by a lifebelt; had to be ~ed 
home). 2. Enable to last out, keep from 
failing, give strength to, encourage, (ichat 
~e<Z him or his strength was a glass of 

supposititious 

brandy, a good conscience, hope, your 
approval; too little food to ~ life). 3. En¬ 
dure, tolerate, (~s fatigue well; I can ~ 
life, such insolence, no longer), whence 
t—'Able a., ~abi.Y2 adv. 4. Supply with 
necessaries, provide for, (~ a family). 5. 
Lend assistance or countenance to, hack 
up, second, further, (~ a cause, policy, 
team, leader, candidate; ~ actor or other 
performer, take secondary part to him; 

film, picture, less important one in 
programme; ~ resolution etc., speak in 
favour of it; ~ lecturer etc., appear on 
his platform; ~ institution, subscribe to 
its funds). 6. Bear out, tend to sub¬ 
stantiate, bring facts to confirm, (state¬ 
ment, charge, theory, etc.). 7. Keep up 
or represent (part, character) adequately. 
8. n. ~ing or being ~ed (give ~ to; requires 
~; gets no ~; troops stationed in ~, as 
reserve; ~ trench, the second of three 
lines, between fire-trench & reserve 
trench; speak in ~ of, advocate); person 
or thing that ~s (shelf must have another 
~; he is the chief ~ of the cause); hence 
~less a. [ME, f. OF supporter f. L sup- 
(portare carry)] 

support'er, n. In vbl senses; esp., (her.) 
representation of living creature holding 
up or standing (usu. as one of pair) beside 
an escutcheon. [15th c.; -er1] 

suppSse' (-z), v.t. 1. Assume as a hypo¬ 
thesis (let us ~ a second flood; well, ~ it 
was so; in part, or imperat. with conjunc¬ 
tional force => if, as supposing white were 
black you would be right; ~ your father saw 
you what would he say?; also in imperat. 
as formula of proposal, as ~ we went for a 
walk, ~ we try another). 2. (Of theory, 
result, etc.) require as a condition (that 
~s mechanism without flaws; design in 
creation ~s a creator). 3. Take for granted, 
presume, assume in default of knowledge, 
be inclined to think, accept as probable, 
(I ~ we shall be back in an hour; you can¬ 
not ~, it is not to be ~d, that; / ~ he won’t 
or I don’t ~ he will come; what do you ~ he 
meant?; 1 ~ so, form of hesitating assent; 
also abs. in parenth., as you will not be 
there, I ~). 4. Be ~<Z, have as a duty 
(he is not ~cZ to clean the boots). 5. p.p. 
Believed to exist, believed to have 
specified character, (the ~<Z music of the 
spheres; his~d brother, generosity), whence 
suppos'edLY2 (-z-) adv. Hence or cogn. 
SUppOS'ABLE (-Z-) a., SuppOSl'TION 
(-zi-) n. [see below], supposi'tionAL 
(-zlsho-) a., supposi'tionalLY2 adv., 
supposi'tlous(2) (-zlslnts) a., hypo¬ 
thetical, assumed. [B1E, f. OF sup (poser 
pose1); supposition etc. f. L svv(positio 
(in LL ‘hypothesis’) f. L ponere posit- 
place, -ion)] 

supposititious (-zitlslms), a. Substituted 
for the real, spm'ious, (~ child, writings). 
Hence ~#ly2 adv., ~NESS n. [f. L sup¬ 
positions f. sup (ponere posit- place) sub¬ 
stitute, -mous1] 
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suppds'itory (-z-), n. (med.). Cone or 
cylinder of medicinal substance intro¬ 
duced into rectum or vagina or uterus 
& left to dissolve. [ME, f. med. L supposi- 
torium, subst. use of LL -orius (as prec., 
-ORY)] 

suppress', v.t. Put down, quell, put an 
end to activity or existence of, (rebellion, 
sedition, agitators, conscience, piracy, 
monasteries, etc.); restrain, keep in, not 
give vent to, withhold or withdraw from 
publication, keep secret, not reveal, 
(groan, yawn, feelings, name, book, 
evidence, facts); (p.p., of a disease) 
checked in its normal course (~ed measles 
etc.). So ~ible a., supprg'ssiON (-shn) 
n., ■—'OR n., (esp.) device for counteracting 
electrical interference. [ME, f. L sup- 
(p rimer e press- = premere press)] 

supprSs'sio vci'i, n. Suppression of 
truth, misrepresentation by concealment 
of facts that ought to be made known 
(cf. SUGGESTIO FALSI). [L] 

supp'ur|ate, v.i. Form pus, fester. So 
~a'tion n., ~ative a. [L sup(purare f. 
pus), -ate3] 

sup’ra, adv. Above; previously, before 
(in a book or writing). [L, = above] 

supra-, pref. f. L supra adv. & prep, 
above, freely used in forming anat. 
terms indifferently with super- la, as 
~clavic'vlar above the clavicle, ~-orb'ital 
above the eye-sockets, ~ren'al above the 
kidney, or with super- 3a as ~maxUl'ary 
a. & n., (of) the upper jaw; also in other 
wds w. sense over, beyond, before, after, 
often in contrast with compds of infra-, 
sub-, as ~mun'dane above or superior 
to the world, ~lapsar'ian(ism) a. & nn., 
(holding, holder of) doctrine that God’s 
decrees of election & reprobation were 
not due to the Fall but preceded it & 
his prescience of it (cf. infralapsakian) ; 
~prot'est, acceptance or payment of bill 
by third person after protest for non- 
-acceptance or non-payment. 

suprem'acy (soo-, su-),n. Being supreme, 
highest authority, (Act, oath, of~, secur¬ 
ing ecclesiastical ~ to the Crown & ex¬ 
cluding the authority of the Pope), [foil., 
-acy(2)] 

supreme' (soo-, su-), a. & n. Highest in 
authority or rank (the S~ Being or the 
as n., God; Council of the Allies, small 
body, also the Big Four, Five, settling 
by conference the Allied common policy 
1919-21, each Great Power having a 
representative; <S~ Court of judicature ; 
~ end or good, summum bonum ; ~ Pontiff, 
the Pope); greatest possible, uttermost, 
extreme, last & greatest or most impor¬ 
tant, (~ wisdom, courage, etc.; the ~ test 
of fidelity; a or the ~ hour, moment, etc.). 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L supremus superl. 
of superus f. super above] 

sur-, = super- in many wds taken into 
E f. OF, as surcharge, surface, surloin, 
surprise, surrender, also sometimes for 

super-, supra-, in anat. wds as surrenai 
suPRArenal. 

sura^h1) (soor’a), n. Chapter of Koran. 
[Arab.] 

sur'ah2 (-a), n. Kind of soft twilled usu. 
one-coloured silk. [f. F pron. of Surat in 
India] 

sur'al, a. Of the calf of the leg (~ artery 
etc.). [L sura calf, -al] 

surat' (sdb-), n. Kind of cotton grown, 
kind of cotton cloth made, in the Bombay 
Presidency, [place-name] 

surcease' (ser-), n., & v.i. (arch.), i. Ces¬ 
sation. 2. v.i. Cease. [AF sursise delay, 
[ME, f. OF sursis, fern, -ise (cf. AF 
sursise omission), p.p. of OF surseoir f. L 
as supersede, w. assim. to cease] 

surcharge, n., & v.t. 1. (sdi-'chifi-j). 
Excessive or additional load or burden 
or amount of money charged; supply of 
force, electricity, etc., in excess of what 
is required; additional charge made by 
assessors as penalty for false returns 
of taxable property; mark printed 
on postage-stamp changing its value; 
amount in official account not passed by 
auditor & having to be refunded by 
person responsible; showing of omission 
in account for which credit should have 
been given. 2. v.t. (serchaij'). Overload, 
fill or saturate to excess; (of assessor, 
auditor) exact ~ from, exact (sum) as ~, 
fine (person sum) as ~ ; show omission of 
credit in (account). [ME, f. OF sur¬ 
charge^), see sur- ] 

sur'cingle, n., & v.t. Band round horse’s 
body rarely as saddlegirth, usu. to keep 
blanket etc. in place; girdle of cassock; 
(vb) gird (horse), fasten (blanket etc.), 
with ~. [ME, f. OF svx.(cengle girth f. L 
cingula f. cingere gird)] 

sutc'oat, n. (hist.). Loose robe worn over 
armour; 15th-16th-c. woman’s jacket. 
[ME, f. OF simicot, -cote coat)] 

sulc'ulose, -lous, aa. (bot.). Producing 
suckers. [f. L surculosus (surculus 
sucker, -OSE1), -ous] 

surd, a. & n. 1. (math.). Irrational (a. & 
n.). 2. (phonet.). (Consonant, consonan¬ 
tal sound) uttered with the breath & not 
the voice (as p, f, s, cf. voiced or vocal 
of b, v, z). [f. L surdus deaf, noiseless; 
math, sense by mistransl. into L of Gk 
alogos irrational, speechless thr. Arab. 
jadr acamm deaf root] 

sure (shoor), a. & adv. 1. Having or seem¬ 
ing to have adequate reason for belief, 
convinced of or (that), having certain pro¬ 
spect or confident anticipation or satis¬ 
factory knowledge of, free from doubts 
of, (are you you may be ~ of his 
honesty, he is or that he is honest; he feels 
or is ~ of success; I did not feel ~ of my 
company, could not feel ~ about it; if one 
could be ~ of living to 70; I’m ~ I didn’t 
mean to hurt you, form of asseveration; 
well, I’m~!, excl. of surprise). 2. Safe, 
reliable, trusty, unfailing, (sent it by a ~ 
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hand; pul it in a ~ place; a ~ sfto(, 
marksman who never misses; a ~ draw, 
covert certain to yield fox, remark etc. 
certain to draw person; ~ card, scheme 
etc. certain to succeed; stow <£• ~; there 
is only one ~ u>aj/; footed, never stum¬ 
bling or making false step lit. or fig.). 
3. To be relied on, certain, to do (is ~ to 
turn out well; would be ~ to dislike him.). 
4. Undoubtedly true or truthful (one thing 
is ~; to be ~, formula of concession = to 
avoid over-statement, as to be ~ she is not 
perfect, is pretty, also as excl. of surprise, 
as so it is, to be ~ 1, well, to be ~ /; make ~, 
ascertain absolutely that something is 
as supposed, take measures to secure 
that something is as desired; make ~ o/, 
establish the truth or ensure the happen¬ 
ing of; also make ~ of or that, have confi¬ 
dent but often false anticipation of or 
that); hence ~'ness n. 5. adv. (Arch.) 
I admit, you will admit, (’tis pleasant, ~, 
to see one's name in print); *(colloq.) 
certainly (it ~ was cold); as certainly as 
(as ~ as eggs is eggs, as ~ as a gun, colloq. 
forms of asseveration); ~ enough, in 
fact as well as in prospect (I said it 
would be, & ~ enough it is), with practi¬ 
cal certainty (he will come ~ enough); 
thing (colloq.), a certainty, (as int.) cer¬ 
tainly! [ME, f. OF sur, sear f. L securus 
SECURE] 

sure'ly (shoor'li), adv. With certainty or 
safety (he knows full ~ that; will diminish 
slowly but ~; mule plants its feet ~); if 
strong belief or experience or probability 
or right is to count for anything (it ~ 
cannot have been he; ~ / have met you 
before; there is no truth in it, ~ ; — you will 
not desert me); (in answers, arch.) certainly, 
undoubtedly, (‘ Should you be willing to 
try? ’ ‘ ’)• [-ly2] 

sure'tv (shoor'ti), n. (Arch.) certainty 
(esp. of a ~, certainly); thing pledged as 
security for payment or performance (now 
rare); person who makes himself respon¬ 
sible for another’s appearance in court 
or payment of sum or performance of 
engagement (stand ~, become so respon¬ 
sible, go bail, for another; find ~ or 
sureties, said of person primarily liable), 
whence ~smp n. [ME, f. OF surte, seurte 
f. L securitalem (sure, -ty)] 

surf, n., & v.i. 1. Foam & commotion of 
sea breaking on shore or reefs; ~-bird, 
coast-bird related to sandpiper; ~-6oa(, 
of buoyant build for use in ~; ~-man, 
skilled in managing ~-boats; ~-riding (on 
boards, as a sport). 2. v.i. Go —riding. 
Henee~'Y2a.. [earlier suff (c. 1600), poss. 
of Indian orig. ] 

sutf'ace ( Is), n., & v.t. & i. 1. The outside 
of a body, (any of) the limits that termi¬ 
nate a solid, outward aspect of material or 
immaterial thing, what is apprehended 
of something upon a casual view or 
consideration, (has a smooth, uneven, ~; 
presents a large ~ to view; its upper ~ is 

as cold as ice; looks only at the ~ of men & 
things; his politeness is only of or on the 
~; one never gets below the ~ with him), 
(attrib.) of the ~ only (~ plausibility, 
impressions, etc.); the ~ of the sea (~ 
mail, opp. air mail; ~ craft, raider, ship, 
opp. submarine). 2. (geom.). That which 
has length & breadth but no thickness 
(plane ~, that contains the whole of the 
straight line connecting any two points 
in it; curved ~, that may be so cut by a 
plane through any point in it that the line 
of section shall be a curve; developable ~, 
that may be unfolded into a plane with¬ 
out doubling or separation of parts, e.g. 
~ of cone or cylinder). 3. ~-colour, used 
in ~ -printing, printing from raised ~ as 
with ordinary type or woodcuts & uot 
from incised lines; ~-mam, keeping per¬ 
manent way of railway in order; ~- 
-tension, tension of a liquid causing it to 
act as an elastic enveloping membrane 
seen in drop or bubble; ~-water, that 
collects on & runs off from ~ of ground 
etc.; hence (-)surfacED2 a. 4. vb. Put 
special ~ on (paper etc.); bring (sub¬ 
marine) to the ~; (of submarine) rise to 
the [F (SUR-, FACE)] 

sutf'eit (-fit), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Excess 
esp. in eating or drinking, oppression or 
satiety resulting. 2. vb. Overfeed (t. & i.), 
(cause to) take too much of something, 
cloy, satiate with. [ME, f. OF sor-, surfeit, 
f. sur- +fait p.p. oifaire (L facere fact- do); 
cf. LL superficiens excessive] 

surge, v.i., & n. 1. Move up & down or to 
& fro (as) in waves (of sea, crowd, stand¬ 
ing corn, emotion, etc.); (naut., of rope or 
chain on windlass) slip back with a jerk; 
(of wheel) revolve without advancing 
on rail or road. 2. n. Waves, a wave, 
surging motion, [n.; orig. obsc., in sense 
2 f. vb; vb partly f. OF sourdre (sorgc-) 
or obs. F sorgir f. L surgere rise, partly 
f^n. ] 

sur'geon (-jn), n. Medical man treating 
injuries & deformities & diseases by 
manual operation (house-~, on staff of 
hospital), person skilled in surgery; 
medical practitioner having a diploma 
qualifying him to practise surgery (~ 
dentist, dentist thus qualified); (formerly, 
opp. physician) general practitioner dis¬ 
pensing drugs & attending out-patients 
& not confining himself to consultation; 
medical officer in navy or army or mili¬ 
tary hospital; ~-fish, kind named from 
lancet-shaped spines on each side of tail. 
[ME, f. AF surgien, f. OF set-, cirurgien 
f. cirurgie f. L f. Gk kheirourgia handi¬ 
work, surgery (kheir hand, -0-, ergo 
work)] 

suir'gery, n. 1. Manual treatment of 
injuries or disorders of the body, opera¬ 
tive therapeutics, surgical work, (anti¬ 
septic, clinical, plastic, etc., ~; conserva¬ 
tive ~, avoiding amputations etc.). 2. 
Doctor’s consulting-room & dispensary. 
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[ME, f. OF surge,rie, contr. f. ser-, cirur- 
gerie(cirurgie see prec., -bry)] 

sur'gical, a. Of surgeons or surgery (~ 
skill, operations, instruments; ~ fever, 
caused by ~ operation through sepsis). 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [as surgeon, -icai] 

sut'icate, n. S.-Afr. animal resembling 
polecat & ferret, [f. F surikate, f. native 
African] 

surloin, obs. form of sirloin. 
surl'ly, a. Uncivil, given to making rude 
answers, showing unfriendly temper, 
churlish. Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~iness n. 
[alt. sp. of obs. sirly (sir, -ly1)] 

II suhm'aster (-ah-), n. Second master or 
vice-master in St Paul’s School, [alt. f. 
orig. submaster (hypodidascalus in Eras¬ 
mus lett.) f. med. L submagister (sub- 2b)] 

surmise (sermiz'), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Con¬ 
jecture, suspicion of the existence or 
guess at the nature of something. 2. vb. 
Infer doubtfully, suspect the existence of; 
make a guess, try to divine something. 
[ME, f. OF p.p. of sur(mettre put f. L 
m.ittcre miss- send) accuse] 

surmount' (ser-), v.t. Cap, be on the top 
of, (usu. in pass.; peaks ~cd with snoiv); 
overcome, get over, (difficulty, obstacle), 
whence ~able a. [ME, f. OF so(u)r- 
monter f. med. L supermontare (sur-, 
MOUNT2)] 

surmull'et (ser-), n. The red mullet, [f. 
F surmulet) 

sufn'ame, n., & v.t. 1. Additional name 
of descriptive or allusive kind attached to 
a person & occas. becoming hereditary; 
the name common to all members of a 
family (cf. Christian name). 2. v.t. Give 
~ to; give (person ~); (p.p.) called by 
way of additional name, having as 
family name. [ME ; sur-, name, after AF, 
OF surnum, sornom] 

surpass' (serpahs'), v.t. Outdo, excel. 
Hence ~ing2 a., ~ingLY2 adv. [f. F 
sue (passer pass1)] 

surp'lic|e, n. Loose full-sleeved white- 
-linen vestment descending to hips or 
knees or ankles & worn usu. over cassock 
by clergy & choristers at divine service; 
~e choir, wearing ~es; || ~e-/ee, paid to 
clergy for marriages, funerals, etc. Hence 

<—-ED2 (-st) a. [ME, f. AF surpliz, OF 
sourpeliz, f. med. L superpellicium(surER-, 
pellicia pelisse)] 

surp'lus, n. What remains over, what is 
not required for the purpose in hand, esp. 
excess of public revenue over expenditure 
for the financial year, (opp. deficit; often 
attrib., as ~ population). So ~age(1) n. 
[ME, f. OF, f. med. L super(plus)] 

surprise (serprlz'), n., & v.t. 1, Catching 
of person(s) unprepared (the fort was taken, 
the truth must be elicited, by ~; determined 
to attempt a ~ ; a ~ visit, without notice); 
emotion excited by the unexpected, 
astonishment, (full of~ ; his~ was visible; 
to my great ~, much against my expecta¬ 
tions; U ~ packet, with unexpected con¬ 

tents, e.g. packet of sweets with coin, 
also often fig.); event etc. that excites ~ 
(was a great ~ to me; I have a ~ for you, 
piece of unexpected news, unexpected 
gift, etc.; what a ~/). 2. v.t. Capture 
(place, person) by ~, attack at unawares, 
come upon (person) off his guard (~d him 
in the act); affect with ~, astonish, turn 
out contrary to expectations of, be a ~ 
to, (should you be to learn —?; I am 

at you, shocked, scandalized; more 
~d than frightened), whence surpris'lNG2 
a., surpris'ingLY2, surpris'edi.Y2, 
advv., (serprlz-); hurry (person) by~ into 
conduct or act or doing (~d me into rude¬ 
ness, consent, dropping the reins)', hence 
surpris'AL(2) (serprlz-) n. [OF, fem. 
p.p. of sur (prendre f. L prehendere take)] 

surra (su'ra, soor'a), n. Form of perni¬ 
cious anaemia affecting horses & cattle 
in the tropics. [Marathi sura) 

surre'al|ism, n. Twentieth-century 
movement in art & literature purport¬ 
ing to express the subconscious mind by 
images etc. in sequences or associations 
such as may occur in dreams. So ~ist 
a. & n. [SUR-2, REAL2, -ISM] 

surrebut' ( tt-), surrejoin', vv.i. (Of 
plaintiff) reply, make surrebutt'ER1, 
surrejoin'dER1, mi., to defendant’s re¬ 
butter, rejoinder (order of pleadings at 
common law: Plaintiff’s declaration. 
Defendant’s plea. P.’s replication, D.’s 
rejoinder, P.’s surrejoinder, D.’s rebutter. 
P.’s surrebutter), [sur-] 

surren'der, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Hand over, 
give into another’s power or control, 
relinquish possession of, esp. upon com¬ 
pulsion or demand (~ fortress, army, ship, 
freedom, hopes, chastity, privilege, office, 
etc.; ~ insurance policy, abandon claim 
in return for repayment of part of pre¬ 
miums) ; give oneself over to habit, emo¬ 
tion, influence, etc.; (of fortress, ship, 
or force, or its commander) accept 
enemy’s demand for submission; give 
oneself up, cease from resistance, submit, 
(~ to one’s bail, appear in court after 
being admitted to bail). 2. n. ~ing or 
being ~ed (~ value, amount payable to 
one who ~s insurance policy). [ME, f. OF 
sur(rendre render)] 

surrepti'tious (-lsh)is), a. Underhand, 
kept secret, done by stealth, clandestine. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME ; L surrepticius f. 
sur(ripere -repl- = rapere snatch), -itious1] 

*su'rrey, n. (pi. ~s). Light two-seater 
four-wheeled carriage. [Engl, county] 

su'rrogate, n. i! Deputy, esp. of bishop or 
his chancellor for granting licences for 
marriages without banns. Hence ~ship 
n. [L sur(rogare ask) elect as substitute, 
-ATE2] 

surround', v.t., & n. 1. Come or be all 
round, invest, enclose, encompass, en¬ 
circle, environ, (the ~ing country, the 
neighbouring district; ~ed with or by). 
2. n. Floor-covering between walls & 
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carpet. [ME = overflow, f. OF suronder 
f. LL super(imdare flowf. unda wave); cf. 

ABOUND] 
surroun'dings (-z), n. pi. Sum total or 
general effect of all that is in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of a person or thing (picturesque, 
healthy, degraded, cultured, ~). [-ino1] 

sffi-s'utn cot d'a, L phr. Priest’s exhorta¬ 
tion to the people before the Preface in 
the Latin Mass, [in Book of Common 
Prayer ‘Lift up your hearts’] 

suit'ax, n., & v.t. (Impose) additional 
tax (on); 11 graduated tax on incomes 
above a certain figure in addition to 
ordinary income tax, imposed since 1929- 
-30 in place of supertax. [£. F suR((axe, 
-taxer, TAX)] 

suht'out (-too), n. (now rare). Overcoat, 
esp. of frock-coat shape. [F, f. sur tout 
over all ] 

surveill'ance (serval'ans, -1'yans), n. 
Supervision, close observation, invigila- 
tion, (esp. under ~, not trusted to work or 
go about unwatched). [F, f. SUR(veiller f. 
L as VIGILANT)] 

survey'1 (serva'), v.t. Let the eyes pass 
over, take general view of, form general 
idea of the arrangement & chief features 
of; examine condition of (building etc.); 
collect by measurement etc. all facts 
needed for determining the boundaries, 
size, position, shape, contour, ownership, 
value, etc., of (country, coast, district, 
estate, etc.), whence ~ING1(1) n. [ME, f. 
AF surveier — OF -veeir, f. med. L super- 

(videre see) ] 
surv'ey2 (-va), n. General view, casting of 
eyes or mind over something; inspection 
of the condition, amount, etc., of some¬ 
thing, account given of result of this; 
department carrying on, operations con¬ 
stituting, piece of, surveying of land etc. 
(see prec.), map or plan setting forth 
results of such ~ (ordnance ~). [f. prec. ] 

survey'or (serva'er), n. Official inspector 
of (~ of weights <£• measures etc.), whence 
~ship n.; person professionally engaged 
in survey 1ing. [ME, f. AF surve(i)our 
(SURVEY1, -OR)] 

surviv'al (ser-), n. Surviving (~ of the 
fittest, process or result of natural selec¬ 

tion) ; person or thing that has remained 
as a relic of an earlier time, [foil., 
-AL(2) ] 

survive' (ser-), v.t. & i. Outlive, be still 
alive or in existence after the passing 
away of, come alive through or continue 
to exist in spite of, (~ one’s children, 
contemporaries, etc.; ~ one’s usefulness; 
~ all perils); continue to live or exist, be 
still alive or existent. Hence surviv'oR 
(ser-) n., surviv'orsnip n. (esp. right of 
joint tenant to whole estate on other’s 
death). [ME, f. AF survivre f. L SUPER- 
(vivere live) ] 

sus-, = sub- in L compds w. wds in c- 

(also sue-, cf. succeed, susceptible), in p- 

(also sup-, cf. suppose, suspend), & in t-, 

& their derivatives, [for subs var. of 
sub; cf. abs- ] 

suscep'tiblle, a. (Fred.) admitting of 
(passage is ~Ze of another interpretation; 
facts not ~le of proof), open or liable or 
accessible or sensitive to (very ~Ze to pain, 
injury, kindness, female charms); im¬ 
pressionable, sensitive, readily touched 
with emotion, touchy. Hence or cogn. 
susceptiBiL'iTY n. (often in pi. = sensi¬ 
tive points of person’s nature), ~ly2 adv. 
[f. LL susceptibilis f. L svs(cipere -cept- 
= capere take), -ible ] 

suscep'tive, a. Concerned with the 
receiving of emotional impressions (cf. 
prec. & receptive; the ~ faculties, nature). 
[f. LL susceptivus as prec., -ive] 

sus'i (sob-), n. E.-Ind. cotton fabric with 
stripes of different-coloured silk. [Hind. ] 

suspect'1, v.t. 1. Have an impression of 
the existence or presence of (danger, a 
plot, foul play, collusion, a causal relation); 
half believe to be (I ~ him to be my brother, 
a liar, dying)-, be inclined to think that 
or that (I — you once thought otherwise; 
also parenth., as you, I ~, don’t care). 
2. Incline to mentally accuse of or incul¬ 
pate, doubt the innocence of, distrust, (I 
~ him of lying, of deep designs; a ~ed 
criminal, person ~ed of being one; -—ed 
persons; the ignorant ~ everybody). 3. 
Hold to be uncertain, mistrust, doubt the 
genuineness or truth of, (~ the authenticity 
of the evidence). Hence ~able a. (rare). 
[ME, f. L suspect- (foil.)] 

sus'pect2, pred. a. & n. 1. Of suspected 
character, subject to suspicion, not un¬ 
impeachable, (the statement of an interested 
party is naturally ~). 2. n. Suspected 
person (political ~s are kept under sur¬ 
veillance). [ME, f. L suspectus p.p. of 
suspicere f. specere look; partly after OF 
sospet, F suspect] 

suspend', v.t. 1. Hang up, (p.p., of solid 
particles or body in fluid medium) 
sustained somewhere between top & 
bottom (a balloon ~ed in mid-air; ~ed 
particles of dust), so suspen'siBLE a., 
suspensiBiL'iTY n. 2. Keep in undecided 
or inoperative state for a time, defer, 
temporarily annul, adjourn, debar tem¬ 
porarily from office or function or privi¬ 
lege or membership, (~ judgement, one’s 
indignation, the rules, the Ilabeas-Corpus 
Act, proceedings, a clergyman; ~ payment, 
fail to meet financial engagements, admit 
insolvency; ~ed animation, state of 
insensibility without death). [ME, f. OF 
suspendre or L sus(pendire pens- hang)] 

suspen'der, n. In vbl senses; esp., (pi.) 
‘pair of braces, || pair of (sets of) attach¬ 
ments to which tops of socks or stockings 
are hung. [-ER1] 

suspense', n. State of usu. anxious 
uncertainty or expectation or waiting 
for information (keep one in ~, delay 
acquainting him with what he is eager 
to know); (law) suspension, temporary 
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cessation of right etc.; ~ account in book- 
-keeping (in which items are temporarily 
entered till proper place is determined). 
[ME, f. OF suspens, p.p. of L SDSPENDcre] 

suspension (-shn), n. In vbl senses 
(suspend); esp. ~sion bridge, in which 
roadway is hung across stream etc., usu. 
on wire or chain cables passing over 
towers & anchored, without support from 
below. So ~sive a. (~sive veto, operating 
only for a time, not definitive), ~sory 

a., ~siveuY2 adv. [f. L svspensio (sus¬ 

pend, -ion)] 

sun. per coll., n. The entry recording that 
a person is to be hanged (often joe. = 
hanged, hanging), [abbr. of L suspendatur 
per collum let him be hanged by the neck ] 

suspicion (-shn), n., & v.t. 1. Feeling of 
one who suspects, suspecting or being 
suspected (above ~, too obviously good 
etc. to be suspected), partial or uncon¬ 
firmed belief esp. that something is wrong 
or someone guilty; soupcon of-, hence 
'—'Less a. 2. v.t. (dial.). Have ~ that or 
that. [ME, f. AF suspecioun (OF sous- 
pegori) f. med. L suspectionemi. L suspicere 
suspect, -ion] 

suspi'eious (-shits), a. Prone to, feeling, 
indicating, suggesting or justifying, 
suspicion (the ignorant are ~; he became 
~ ; unth a~ glance; under~ circumstances). 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, f. OF 
f. L suspiciosus (prec., -ous)] 

suspire', v.i. (poet.). Sigh. So suspirA^ 
tion n. [f. L suspirare (SUB-, spirare 
breathe)] 

sustain', v.t. 1. Bear weight of, hold up, 
keep from falling or sinking (cf. support). 
2. Enable to last out, keep from failing, 
give strength to, encourage, (exx. as in 
support; ~ing food, that keeps up the 
strength). 3. Endure without giving 
way, stand, bear up against, (~ed the 
shock of the enemy’s tanks; will not ~ 
comparison with). 4. Undergo, experi¬ 
ence, suffer, (~ a defeat, severe contusion, 
loss, etc.). 5. (Of court or other authority) 
allow validity of, give decision in favour 
of, uphold, (~ the objection, the applicant 
in his claim, etc.). 6. Bear out, tend to 
substantiate or corroborate, confirm, 
(statement, charge, theory, etc.). 7. Keep 
up or represent (part, character) ade¬ 
quately. 8. Keep (sound, effort, etc.) 
going continuously (a ~ed note, effort). 
Hence ~able a., ~ment n. (rare). [ME, f. 
AF, OF sus-, sostenir f. L sus(tinere tent- 
= tenere hold)] 

sus'tenance, n. Nourishing (now rare; 
given for the ~ of our bodies); nourishing 
quality, subsistence, food lit. or fig., 
(there is no ~ in it; how shall we get ; 
lived a week without ~ of any kind). [ME, 
f. AF sustenauncc f. sustenir (prec., 
-ance) ] 

sustenta'tion, n. Support of life (rare; 
~ fund, collected to support indigent 
clergy). [ME, f. OF, or f. L sustentatio 

swag 

(suslentare frequent, of sustinere sustain, 
-ion)] 

susurra'tion, n., susu'rrous, a., (rare). 
Whispering, rustling, [f. LL susurratio 
(L susurrare), L susurrus a. or n., -ation, 
-ous] 

sut'ler, n. Camp-follower selling pro¬ 
visions etc. [f. early mod. Du. soeteler f. 
soetelen befoul, perform mean duties] 

Sut'ra (soo-), n. Set of aphorisms in 
Sanskrit literature. [Skr. sulra thread, 
(hence) rule, f. sin sew ] 

suttee', sati' (-e), n. Hindu widow who 
immolates herself on her husband’s 
funeral pyre; custom requiring such im¬ 
molation, also suttee'iSM(2) n. [f. Skr. 
sati virtuous wife ] 

su'tur|e, n., & v.t. 1. Seamiike articula¬ 
tion of two bones at their edges, esp. 
one of those in the skull, similar junction 
of parts in hot., entom., etc.; (surg.) 
uniting of edges of wound by stitching, 
thread or wire used for this. 2. v.t. Stitch 
(wound). Hence ~al (-che-) a., ~alLY2 
adv., ~a'tion n., ~ed2 (-cherd) a. [F, 
or f. L sutura (suere sut- sew, -ure)] 

suz'erain, n. Feudal lord, lord para¬ 
mount, sovereign or State having nominal 
sovereignty or right of general control 
over semi-independent or internally 
autonomous State. So~ty n. [F, app. f. 
sus above f. L su(r)sum upward, after 
souverain sovereign ] 

svSlte, a. Lightly built, lissom, supple, 
(chiefly of human, esp. female, figure). 
[F] 

swab (-fib), v.t. (-bb-), & n. 1. Mop or 
other arrangement of absorbent material 
on handle for cleaning; absorbent pad 
used in surgery; specimen of morbid 
secretion etc. taken with a ~ for bacterio¬ 
logical examination. 2. (naut. si.). 
Officer's epaulet; clumsy fellow, also 
^b'ER1 n. 3. v.t. Clean with ~, as ~ 
(down) the deck; take up (moisture) with 

[n. f. vb, back form. f. swabber f. early 
mod. Du. zwabber f. zwabbsn (MLG 
swabben) splash in vyater or mire] 

Swab'ian, Sua-, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of 
Swabia (~ emperors, Hohenstaufens, 
1138-1254). [Suabia (mod. L f. G 
Schivaben), -an] 

swa'ddlje (-6-), v.t. Swathe in bandages 
or many or thick wraps or garments 
(~ing-bands, -clothes, in which infants are 
wrapped, also fig. influences that restrain 
freedom of action or thought). [ME; 
swathe, -be] 

Swade'sht (-ahda-), n. Movement in 
India, originating in Bengal, advocating 
the production of home-made, and the 
boycott of foreign, goods. [Hindi, = own 
country ] 

swag, n. (si.). Booty carried off by 
burglars etc., (transf.) gains made by 
political or other jobbery; (Austral.) 
tramp’s, miner’s, or busli-traveller’s 
bundle, [f. now dial, swag vb hang 
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swaying (of bundle, fat belly, etc.), 
prob. Scand., cf. Norw. dial. svag(g)a] 

swage, n., & v.t. 1. Kinds of die or form 
for shaping wrought iron etc. by hammer¬ 
ing or pressure; ~-block, with variety of 
perforations, grooves, etc., for this pur¬ 
pose. 2. v.t. Shape with ~. [f. F suage, 
souage ] 

swagg'er (-g-), v.i. & t., & n. & a. 1. Walk 
like a superior among inferiors, show 
self-confidence or self-satisfaction by gait, 
go about, in, out, etc., with such walk; 
behave in domineering or defiant way; 
talk boastfully (about prep.) or in hector¬ 
ing manner; bluff (person) into, out of, 
etc.; hence ^er1 n., ~IngLY2 adv. 2. n. 
~ing gait or manner or talk; dashing or 
confident air or way of doing something, 
freedom from tameness or hesitancy, 
smartness; ||~-ccme, carried by soldiers 
when walking out. 3. adj. (colloq.). 
Smart, fashionable, (~ clothes, society, 
etc.), [app. f. swag vb+-ER6] 

Swahili (swahhel'i), n. A Bantu people 
(or one of them) inhabiting Zanzibar and 
the adjacent coasts; (also Kiswahili) their 
language, [f. Arab, sawdhil pi. of sattil 
coast ] 

swain, n. Young rustic; bucolic lover; 
(joc.) lover, suitor. [ME swein f. ON 
sveinn lad = OE swan swineherd] 

II swale, sweal, v.t. & i. (dial.). Burn, set 
fire to (esp. gorse, brushwood, etc.); be 
scorched; (of candle) melt away. [OE 
siveelan = (M)LG swelen to burn (trans.)] 

II swa'llet (-51-), n. (dial.). Underground 
stream; hole into which a stream flows, 
swallow 1-hole. [obsc. f. foil.] 

swa'llow1 (-616), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Cause 
or allow (food etc.) to pass down one’s 
throat (~ a camel, make no difficulty 
about something incredible or impossible 
or outrageous); engulf, absorb, exhaust, 
draw in, make away with, (usu. up; the 
earth ~ed them up; the expenses more than 
~ up the earnings', death is ~ed up in 
victory); accept (statement) with ready 
credulity (will ~ anything you tell him); 
put up with, pocket, stomach, (affront); 
recant (one’s words); perform muscular 
operation of ~ing something. Hence ~- 
able a. 2. n. Gullet; act of ~ing; amount 
~ed at once; || (also ~-hole) funnel-shaped 
cavity in limestone. [OE, OHG swelgan, 
ON svelga, f. Gmc *swelg-, *sicalg-] 

swa'llow2 (-616), n. 1. Kinds of usu. mi¬ 
gratory, long-winged, swift-flying, wide- 
-gaped, weak-legged, fork-tailed, insecti¬ 
vorous hird associated with summer (one 
~ d( es not make a summer, warning against 
hasty inference). 2. II ~ dive (with arms 
outspread till close to water); ~-fish, kind 
of gurnard; ~-liawk, -plover, -shrike, etc., 
fork-tailed kinds of haw-k etc.; ~-tail, 
deeply forked tail, kinds of butterfly & 
humming-bird having this, points of 
burgee, (sing, or pi.) ~-tailed coat; ~- 
-tailed, with deeply forked tail (of butter¬ 

flies, birds, etc.; ~-tailed coat, kind with 
tapering tails formerly worn in ordinary 
costume & still in evening dress); —wort, 
milkweed, also celandine. [OE swealwe, 
OS suala, OHG swalwa, ON svala f. Gmc 
*swalwon] 

swam. See swim. 
swa'mi (-ah-), n. Hindu idol; Hindu reli¬ 
gious teacher (esp. as form of address to 
Brahmin); ~ work, silver articles orna¬ 
mented with figures of Hindu deities. 
[Hind., = master, prince, f. Skr. svamin] 

swamp (-6-), n., & v.t. & i. 1. Piece of wet 
spongy ground, bog, marsh, (attrib., in 
many names of plants & animals found 
in~s); hence ~'Y2 a. 2. vb. Entangle in 
~ (usu. in p.p.); (of water) overwhelm, 
flood, soak, (boat or its crew or contents, 
house, provisions, etc.); make helpless 
with excessive supply of something (am 
~cd with letters, applications, xoork); (of 
greater quantity or numbers) swallow up, 
make invisible etc., prevent from being 
noticed or taking effect; (v.i.) become 
~ed. [17th c., usu. referred to root 
swamp-, swamb-, swamm- sponge or 
fungus (as in G schwamm); cf. sump] 

swan (-on), n. 1. Kinds of large w’ater-bird 
with long flexible neck, webbed feet, and 
in most species snow-white plumage, 
formerly supposed to sing melodiously at 
point of death (white, black-necked, black, 
mute or tame or common, trumpeter, whoop- 
er, etc., ~; black ~, name given before 
discovery of black species to extreme 
rarity; all his geese are ~s, see goose); 

(fig., w. ref. to sweetness of dying song) 
poet (esp. S~ of Avon, Shakespeare). 
2. The constellation Cygnus. 3. dive, 
= swallow2 dive; ~-flower, kind of 
orchid; ~-goose, long-necked China 
goose; ~-herd, royal officer having charge 
of ~-marks; ~-rnark, cut in skin of beak 
to show ownership; ~-neck, curved end 
of discharge-pipe; ~’s-down, down of ~ 
used in trimmings & esp. in powder- 
-puffs, also kind of thick cotton cloth with 
soft nap on one side; ~-shot, of large size; 
~-skin, kind of fine twilled flannel; ~ 
song, of dying ~, also person’s last pro¬ 
duction etc.; \\~-upping, annual taking 
up & marking of Thames ~s. Hence 
' ''like a., ~n'ERY(3) n. [OE, OS swan, 
OHG swan(a), ON svanr f. Gmc *sioan-] 

swank, n., & v.i. (si.). Show(ing) off, 
swagger, bounce, bluff. Hence ~'y2 a., 
marked by ~, ostentatiously smart, [c. 
1800, orig. midi. & s.w. dial, j 

swap. See swop. 

Swaraj' (-ahj), n. Self-government, inde¬ 
pendence, for India. Hence swaraj'ist 
(-ahj-) n. & a. [Skr. = self-ruling (raj)] 

sward (-6rd), n. Expanse covered with 
short grass, lawnlike ground; turf, whence 
' ‘'ed2 a. [OE sweard, MDu., MLG 
swarde, MHG swarte, ON svgrthr f. Gmo 
*sward-, *swardh-, *swarth-] 

sware. See swear. 
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swarf (-<5ff), n. Chips or filings of wood, 
metal, etc. [f. ON svarf file-dust] 

swarm1 (-drm), n., & v.i. 1. Large number 
of insects, birds, small animals, sharp- 
-shooters, horsemen, etc., moving about 
in a cluster or irregular body esp. round 
prey or enemy (~s, great numbers of 
children, stars, people, bills, etc.); 
cluster of honey-bees emigrating from 
hive with queen bee to establish new 
home; -spore, zoospore. 2. v.i. 
Move in a ~ (~ round, about, over, etc., 
prepp.), (of bees) cluster for emigration; 
congregate in numbers, be very numer¬ 
ous; (of places) be overrun, be crowded, 
abound, with (road, hills, house, ~ing with 
beggars, rebels, fleas). [OE swearm, OS, 
OHGsioam, ON svarmri. Gmc *swarmaz] 

swarm2 (-orm), v.i. & t. Climb rope or 
tree or pole (always up), climb (rope etc., 
or up rope etc.), by clipping with knees 
& hands. [16th c., of unkn. orig.] 

swart (-di't), a. (arch.). Dark-hued, 
swarthy. [OE sweart, OS swart, OHG 
swarz, ON svartr, Goth, smarts f. Gmc 
*sivartaz ] 

swar'thly (-oi’dhl), a. Dark-complexioned. 
Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~iness n. [obsc. var. 
of obs. swariy (prec., -y2)] 

swash (-6-), v.t. & i., & n. 1. (Arch.) strike 
violently (~'buckler, bully, bravo; ~ing 
blou\ hard); (of water etc.) wash about, 
make sound of washing or rising & falling; 
~-plate, inclined disc revolving on axle 
& communicating up-&-down motion to 
bar whose end rests on it. 2. n. Motion 
or sound of ~ing water, [imit. ] 

swas'tika (or swbs-), n. Fylfot. [Skr., f. 
svasti well-being (su good, asti being)] 

swat (-5t), v.t. (-tt-). Slap, crush (fly etc.). 
[c. 1600 = sit down, north, dial. & U.S. 
var. of squat] 

swatch (-5-), n. (chiefly Sc. & north.). 
Sample of cloth or fabric. [orig. 
unkn. ] 

swath (-aw-; pi. pron. -dhz), n. Ridge of 
grass, corn, etc., lying after being cut, or 
space left clear after one passage of mower 
etc. [OE sweeth, swathu, = MDu., MLG 
swade, G schwade f. Gmc * swath-) 

swathe (-dh), v.t., & n. 1. Bind with 
bandages, enclose in wraps or cloths or 
warm or many garments. 2. n. (rare). A 
bandage or fold. [OE swathian f. * sweeth 
n.; cf. SWADDLE] 

sway, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Lean unsteadily to 
one side or in different directions by 
turns, have unsteady swinging motion, 
oscillate irregularly, waver, vacillate; 
give ~ing motion to, govern the motion 
of, wield, control direction of, have influ¬ 
ence over, govern, rule over, (wind ~s 
trees', ~ sceptre, criclcet-bat, sword; his 
speech ~eci votes; is too much ~ed by the 
needs of the moment; ~s a fifth of mankind); 
(p.p., of horse, also ~-backed) with back 
abnormally hollowed. 2. n. ~ing motion 
or position; rule, government, [c. 1500, 

sweat 

app. f. LG swajen be blown to and fro, 
Du. zwaaien swing, wave] 

swear (swar), v.t. & i. (swore or arch. 
sware; sworn), & n. 1. State something on 
oath, take oath (to, that or that), promise 
(conduct, to do) on oath, take (oath), 
(colloq.) say emphatically that, (will you 
~» ~ it, to it, ~ you or that you were 
not there, on the Testament?; ~ eternal 
fidelity; had sworn, or sworn a solemn oath, 
to return; I ~ it is too bad of him; ~ to or 
by, appeal to as witness & guarantee of 
oath ; ~ by, colloq., profess or have great 
belief in, regularly resort to or recom¬ 
mend; ~ off drink etc., take oath to 
abstain). 2. Use profane oaths to express 
anger or as expletives (often at). 3. Cause 
to take oath, administer oath to, (~ witness 
etc.; ~ person to secrecy; sworn brothers 
or friends, close intimates; sworn enemies, 
open & irreconcilable; sworn broker, 
admitted to profession with oath against 
fraud etc.; ~ in, induct into office by 
administering oath); (p.p., of evidence 
etc.) given on oath. 4. Make sworn affir¬ 
mation of (offence) against (~ treaso?i 
against; ~ the peace against, make oath 
that one is in danger of bodily harm 
from); hence ^'er1 n. 5. n. Spell of 
profane ~ing (relieved his feelings by a 
hearty ~); (colloq., also ~-word) a profane 
oath. [OE, OS, OHG swerian, ON sverja, 
f. Gmc *swarjan f. *swar- (Goth. 
swaran) ] 

sweat (-et), n., & v.i. & t. 1. Moisture 
exuded from the skin, perspiration, 
(running, dripping, wet, with ~; in or 
by the ~ of one’s brow or face, by dint of 
toil; bloody ~, exudation of blood mixed 
with ~); ~ing state, spell of ~ing, piece 
of exercise that induces —, (in a, colloq. 
all of a, ~; nightly ~s; a cold ~, as in 
death, swoon, terror, etc.; a ~ will do 
Mm good); (colloq.) state of anxiety (in a 
~); (chiefly colloq.) drudgery, toil, effort, 
a laborious task or undertaking, (cannot 
stand the ~ of it; says it is a horrid ~; will 
not take the ~); old ~ (si.), old soldier; 
drops exuding from or condensing on any 
surface. 2. ~-baiul, leather or flannel 
lining of hat or cap; ~-cloth, esp. thin 
blanket under horse’s saddle or collar; 
~-duct, by which ~ exudes from ~-gland, 
secreting ~ below skin; ~ shirt, short- 
-sleeved sweater; ~-slwp, in which ~ed 
workers are employed; hence ~'less, 
~'y2, aa., ~'Ily2 adv., ~'ixESS n. 3. vb. 
Exude ~, perspire; (fig.) be in state of 
terror or suffering or repentance (he shall 
~ for it, repent it); emit (blood, gum, etc.) 
like ~; (of wall etc.) exhibit surface 
moisture; toil, drudge; make (horse, 
athlete, etc.) ~ by exercise; employ 
(labour, workers) at starvation wages for 
long hours, exploit to the utmost by 
utilizing competition, (~cd clothes etc., 
made by ~ed workers), (of workers) work 
on such terms; subject (hides; tobacco) to 
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fermentation in manufacturing; deprive 
(coins) of part of metal by shaking in bag; 
remove ~ from (horse) by scraping; fasten 
(metal part) on or in by partial fusion. 
4. ~ing-baih, for producing ~; ~ing-iron, 
for scraping ~ from horse; ~ing-room, 
in Turkish bath ; ~ing-sickness, epidemic 
fever prevalent in 15th & 16th cc. [ME 
sivet(e), alt. (after swete vb f. OE swsetan f. 
swat) f. swote f. OE swat (OS swet, OHG 
sweiz, ON sveiti) f. Gmc *swait-] 

swea'ter (-6t-), n. In vbl senses; esp.: 
sweating employer; thick woollen jersey 
worn diming or after exercise to reduce 
weight or prevent chills; ~ girl (colloq.), 
girl or woman with well-developed bust. 
[-ER1] 

swede, n. Native of Sweden (»Sy~); 
Swedish turnip. [MLG, MDu.l 

Swedenbor'gian, a. & n. (Adherent) of 
the Swedish philosophical & religious 
mystic Emanuel Swedenborg (1688- 
-1772) or bis doctrines or New Church. 
Hence ~ism(3) n. [-ian] 

Swed'ish, a. & n. (Language) of Sweden 
or its inhabitants, [swede, -ish1] 

‘sween'y, n. Atrophy of muscle, esp. of 
shoulder, in horse, [prob. f. dial. G 
schweine atrophy] 

sweep, v.i. & t. (sw&pt), & n. 1. Glide 
swiftly, speed along with impetuous un¬ 
checked motion, go majestically, extend 
(intr.) in continuous curve or line or 
slope, (eagle ~.s past-, wind ~s along-, 
cavalry ~s down on the enemy; she swept 
out of the room; his glance ~s from right to 
left ; with a >—ing stroke; coast ~s north¬ 
ward-, plain sweeps away to the sea). 
2. (part.). Of wide range, regardless of 
limitations or exceptions, (~ing remark, 
generalization, etc.), whence ~'ingLY2 
adv., ~'IngNESS n. 3. Impart ~ing 
motion to, carry along or down or away 
or off in impetuous course, clear off or 
away or out of existence etc. or from, 
(swept his hand across-, river ~s away 
bridge, ~s logs down with it; was swept 
away by an avalanche; the plague swept off 
thousands; ~ away slavery, feudalism, 
abolish swiftly; he swept his audience along 
with him, won enthusiastic support; ~ all 
obstacles from one’s path). 4. Traverse 
or range swiftly, pass lightly across or 
along, pass eyes or hand quickly along 
or over, scan, scour, graze, (~ the seas, 
traverse in all directions, & see below; 
wind ~s the hillside-, ~ the strings, lute, 
etc., of hand or its owner; ~ the horizon, 
of eyes or their owner; ~ river-bottom etc., 
drag it to find something; dress ~s the 
ground). 5. (Of artillery etc.) include in 
line of fire, cover, enfilade, rake, (battery 
~s the approaches, glacis, street). 6. Clear 
everything from, clear of dust or soot or 
fitter with broom (often up), gather up or 
collect (as) with broom, push away etc. (as) 
with broom, (~ the seas, drive all enemies 
from them, & see above; ~ floor, carpet. 

chimney; ~ up the room; ~ away the snow; 
swept (Sr garnished, generally renovated, 
w. ref. to Luke xi. 25 ; ~ the board, win all 
the money on gaming-table, & transf. win 
all possible prizes etc.; ~ a constituency 
etc., receive nearly all votes, have large 
majority; ~s everything into his net, seizes 
all that comes; ~ up litter etc., whence 
~'ing1(2) n. usu. in pi.). 7. Propel (barge 
etc.) with ~s. 8. —net, long fishing- 
-net, also entomologist’s net; ~-seine, 
large seine; ~'stake(s), form of gambling 
on horse-races etc. in which the sum 
composed of participators’ stakes goes to 
the drawer(s) of winning or placed horse(s) 
etc.; hence ^'ER^l, 2) n., (also, India) 
domestic servant employed on sanitary & 
scavenging duties. 9. n. ~ing motion or 
extension, curve in road etc., piece of 
curving road etc., (with a ~ of his arm, 
eyes, scythe-, a ~ of mountain country, 
river makes a great ~ to the left; house is 
approached by a fine ~ or carriage ~). 
10. Range or compass of something that 
has ~ing motion (urithin, beyond, the ~ 
of the scythe, net, telescope, eye, human 
intelligence). 11. Act of ~ing (as) with 
broom (give il a thorough ~ or ~ -up or 
r^-out; make a clean ~, have complete 
riddance of old furniture, officials, etc.); 
sortie by aircraft. 12. Long oar worked 
by standing rower(s) on barge, becalmed 
sailing-ship, etc. (had to get out the ~s). 
13. Long pole mounted as lever for raising 
bucket from well. 14. Man who ~s 
chimneys (often chimney-~). 15. (colloq.). 
= ~stake. 16. ~'back, angle at which 
aircraft’s wing is set back relatively to 
the axis; swept-back wing or swept-wing 
a., (of aircraft) having the outer portion 
of the wing aft of the inner portion. [ME 
swepe, replacing obs. swope swoop f. OE 
swdpan; see swift ] 

sweet, a. & n. 1. Tasting like sugar or 
honey (~ apples etc.; ~ stuff, ~meats; 
likes her tea ~, with much sugar; a ~ 
tooth, a liking for ~ things; ~ urine, opp. 
dry1; tastes ~, has ~ taste). 2. Smelling 
like roses or perfumes, fragrant, (smells ~; 
so ~-scentED2 a.; air is ~ with thyme; 
~ violet, of scented kind, opp. dog-violet-, 
~ breath). 3. Melodious or harmonious 
in sound (has a ~ voice; sounds ~ ; ~ song, 
singer, etc.). 4. Fresh & sound, not salt or 
salted or sour or bitter or rancid or high 
or stinking, (~ water, fit for drinking, 
neither salt nor bitter nor putrid; is the 
meat, milk, bidter, still keep the room 
clean A- ~). 5. Highly agreeable or 
attractive or gratifying, inspiring affec¬ 
tion, dear, beloved, amiable, gentle, easy, 
(colloq.) pretty or charming or delightful, 
(’(is ~ to hear one’s own praises; ~ toil, 
that one loves; ~ love, dalliance, idleness, 
sleep; what a ~ blouse, moustache, collie !; 
~ temper, amiability, whence ~-tem- 
perED2 a.; a ~ nature, face, etc.; a ~ girl, 
lovable, affectionate; ~ one, voc., darling; 



sweeting 1307 swig 

a ~ one, si., painful blow with fist etc.; 
~ going, travelling over well-laid road or 
in smooth-going carriage). 6. At one’s 
oum ~ will, just as or when one pleases, 
arbitrarily, at random; ~ (up)on (colloq.), 
(inclined to be) in love with, very fond of. 
7. ~'bread, pancreas (belly thread) or 
thymus-gland (throat or neck '-bread) 
esp. of calf as food; ~beier1; ~ gale1; 
‘—'heart, either of pair of lovers, (vb) be 
engaged in love-making (esp. go —heart¬ 
ing); <—-john, kinds of pink or of narrow - 
-leaved ~-william; shaped morsel 
of confectionery usu. consisting chiefly of 
sugar or chocolate, a fruit preserved in 
sugar, bonbon, sugarplum, goody; ~ oil, 
(esp.) olive oil; ~ pea, garden annual with 
showy variously-coloured—scented flow¬ 
ers; ~ potato; '--root, liquorice; ~ rush, 
kind of sedge with thick creeping aromatic 
rootstock used in medicine & confection¬ 
ery; <■—sop, (~-pulped fruit of) an ever¬ 
green shrub of tropical America; ~ 
sultan ; -—water, kind of white hothouse 
grape; '--will'iam, a garden-plant, kind of 
pink with close-clustered flowers often 
particoloured in zones; ~ willow, ~ gale; 
hence ^'en6 v.t. & i., ~'eniNG1(4) n., 
~'ish‘(2) a., ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 8. n. 
~ part (the ~ the bitter or ~s & bitters of 
life)-, II a ~meat, bonbon, (also ~'Y3 n.); 
~ dish such as pudding, tart, cream, jelly, 
forming a course at table; (usu. pi.) 
fragrance (flowers diffusing their '—s on 
the air)-, (pi.) delights, gratifications, 
pleasures, (the ~s of office, domestication, 
flattery, success); (chiefly in voc.) darling. 
[OE swete, OS swoti, OHG s(w)uozi, ON 
s<Xtr f. Gmc *swotja-, *swdli-, cogn. w. L 
suavis, Goth suls] 

sweet'ing, n. Kind of sweet apple; (arch.) 
darling, [-ing3] 

swell, v.i. & t. (p.p. swollen, arch, swoln, 
rarely —ed), & n. & a. 1. (Cause to) grow 
bigger or louder, dilate, expand, rise or 
raise up from surrounding surface, bulge 
out, increase in volume or force or 
intensity, (river swollen with melted snout; 
the injured wrist began to ~ up or ~, 
whence -~'ing1(2) n.; the -—ing sails; toad 
~ inn himself to size of ox; '—ing oratory, of 
inflated kind; sound on the breeze; 
murmur ~ed into a roar; ground ~s into an 
eminence; heart ~s, feels like bursting 
with emotion; ~ with pride, indignation, 
etc., be or seem hardly able to contain it; 
~ like a turkey-cock, put on blustering air; 
wind <—s the sails; the '—■ing tide; expendi¬ 
ture swollen by extravagance; swollen 
estimates, inordinately high; a thousand 
voices — the sound; items ~ the total; ~ note 
in music, sing or play it with alternate 
crescendo & diminuendo; emotion —s & 
subsides; or swollen head, si., conceit). 
2. n. Act or condition of ~ing (the ~ of the 
hymn floated past; the ~ of the ground). 3. 
Heaving of sea with waves that do not 
break after storm. 4. Part of any more 

or less cylindrical object that ~s out (the 
~ of the fore-arm). 5. (mus.). Mechanism 
in organ (operated by «—pedal) for ob¬ 
taining crescendo or diminuendo by 
opening or closing slats in front of ~-box 
containing pipes of the —manual. 6. 
(colloq.). Person of distinction or ability, 
first-class person, member of good society, 
person of dashing or fashionable appear¬ 
ance, (is a ~ in politics, at cricket, etc.; 
'what a ~ you are!, how finely dressed; 
has been asked to dinner by some —s), 
whence ~'dom n. 7. '—-fish, kinds that 
can inflate themselves into nearly globu¬ 
lar form; ~ mob(smen), (class of) pick¬ 
pockets dressed like gentlemen; '—-organ, 
set of pipes enclosed in ~-box; ~-rule in 
printing, dash ~ing into diamond in 
middle & tapering towards ends. 8. adj. 
(colloq.). Of distinction (a ~ pianist; ~ 
parties, society, etc.); fine, splendid; 
smart, finely dressed, (~ clothes; looks 
very'—); hence~'lSH’(2) a. [OE, OS, OHG 
swellan, ON svella f. Gmc *sivellan] 

swel'ter, v.i., & n. 1. Be faint or moist 
or languid or oppressive with heat (of 
atmosphere etc., or of things or persons 
suffering from it; under a —'ing sky; city 
~ed in the plain; the ~ing horses). 2. n. 
~ing atmosphere or conditions (in the ~ 
of the Indian night), [f. root of (now dial.) 
swelt, f. OE (= OS) sweltan perish, OHG 
swelzan, ON svelta, Goth, swiltan, see 
-EH1] 

swept. See sweet. 

swerve, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Diverge from 
regular line of motion, go off in changed 
direction, dodge, (never ~s an inch from 
his duty; bird, ball, ~s in the air; horse, 
three-quarters at football, ~<Z suddenly); 
cause (ball) to ~ in the air. 2. n. Diver¬ 
gence from course, swerving motion; 
hence ~'less (-vl-) a. [ME swerve, repr. 
OE sweorfan, OS, OHG swerban wipe etc., 
ON sverfa, Goth. -swairban] 

swift, a., adv. (~cr, -~es(), & n. 1. Fleet, 
rapid, quick, soon coming or passing, not 
long delayed, (now chiefly poet. & rhet.; 
~ runner,movement, feet, retribution, anger, 
laughter, response, riddance; so~-footED2, 
~-wingED2, aa.); prompt, quick to do, 
(has a ~ wit; ~ to anger; be ~ to hear, slow 
to speak; so —handED2 a.); hence ~'ly2 
adv., ~'ness n. 2. adv. ~ly (he answered 
~; they that run ~est; esp. in comb., as 

coming, -passing). 3. n. Kinds of very 
long-winged & —flying insectivorous 
bird with resemblances to swallows, 
whence ~'let n. (small kind); kinds of 
small lizard; the common newt; II breed 
of pigeons; kinds of moth; revolving 
frame for winding yarn etc. from. [OE 
swift, prehist. *swipt- f. Gmc *swaip-, 
*swip-; see swoop, sweep] 

swig, v.t. & i. (-gg-), & n. (si.). I. Take 
draughts (of). 2. n. (Act of taking) a 
draught of liquor, (vb f. n. (lGth c.) in 
obs. sense liquor, of unkn. orig.] 
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swill, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Rinse, pour water 
over or through, ilush, (often out); drink 
(t. & i.) greedily. 2. n. Rinsing (give it a~ 
or ~ out); bout of drinking (rare); inferior 
liquor; hog-wash, slops. [OE Sicilian, 
Sicilian, of unkn. orig.J 

swim, v.i. & t. (swam, swum), & n. 1. Float 
on or at surface of liquid (sink1 or 
vegetables ~ming in butter-, with bubbles 
~ming on it). 2. Progress at or below 
surface of water by working legs, arms, 
tail, webbed feet, fins, flippers, wings, 
body, etc., traverse or accomplish 
(stream, distance, etc.) thus, compete in 
(race) thus, compete with thus, cause 
(horse, dog, etc.) to progress thus, (fig.) 
go with gliding motion, (~ on one’s 
chest, back, side, methods of human 
~ming; ~ across, out, back, the channel, a 
mile, a race, person a hundred yards, one’s 
horse across; cannot ~ a stroke; ~ with 
the tide or stream, act with the majority; 
~ to the bottom or like a stone or tailor's 
goose, joc., sink; she swam into the room; 
moon ~s in sky), whence ~m,ER1 n. 
3. Appear to undulate or reel or whirl, 
have dizzy effect or sensation, (everything 
swam before his eyes; my head ~s; has a 
riming in the head). 4. Be flooded or over¬ 
flow with or with or in moisture (eyes, 
deck, ~ming with tears, water; ~ming eyes; 
floor ~ming in blood). 5. ~ming-bath, 
large enough to ~ in; ~ming-bell, bell- 
-shaped ~ming organ of jellyfish etc.; 

ming-belt, to keep learner afloat; ~ming- 
-bladder, fish’s sound; ~ming-stone, kind 
of spongy quartz. 6. n. Spell of ~ming; 
~ming-bladder (rare); deep pool fre¬ 
quented by fish in river; (fig.) main 
current of affairs (esp. in the~, engaged in 
or acquainted with what is going on); 

bathing-dress. [OE, OS, OHG 
swimman, ON svimma] 

swimm'eret, n. Swimming-foot in crus¬ 
taceans. [swimmer, -et1] 

swimm'ingly, adv. With easy & unob¬ 
structed progress (esp. go on~). [-LY2] 

swin'dl|e, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Cheat (person, 
money out of person, person out of money 
etc., or abs.); so ~erx n., ~ingLY2 adv. 
2. n. Fraudulent scheme, imposition, 
piece of ~ing, person or thing represented 
as what it is not. [back form. f. swindler 
f. G schwindler visionary projector, 
swindler, (schwindeln be dizzy)] 

swine, n. (pi. the same). Kinds of ungu¬ 
late non-ruminant omnivorous mammal, 
pig (which name has displaced it exc. in 
poet., rhet., zool., agricult., & U.-S. use), 
whence swin'ERY3 n.; person of greedy 
or bestial habits; ~-bread, the truffle, 
also = sow2-bread-, ~-fever, ~-plague; ~- 
-herd, tender of ~; ~-plague, infectious 
lung-disease of ~ ; ~-pox, form of chicken- 
-pox; 8-snout, dandelion. Hence swin- 

ish1 a., swm'IshLY2 adv., swin'ishNESs 

n., (chiefly of persons & their habits). 
[OE sivin, OS, OHG swin, ON svin. 

swipes 

Goth, swein f. Gmc *swinam„ neut. of adj. 
form, cf. L suinus f. su- sow2] 

swing, v.i. & t. (swung or rarely siccing, 
swung), & n. 1. Move (t. & i.) with to-&- 
-fro or curving motion of object having 
fixed point(s) or side but otherwise free, 
sway (t. & i.) or so hang (t. & i.) as to be 
free to sway like a pendulum or door or 
branch or tree or hammock or anchored 
ship, oscillate, revolve, rock, wheel, (he 
shall ~ for it, be hanged; door swung to, 
closed; boat, boom, ~s round, across; 
ship ~s at anchor-, ~ child etc., work 
the ~ in which he sits; sal on table ~ing 
his legs: ~ one’s arms, a bell, Indian 
clubs, bat, basket; ~ a hammock, suspend 
it by ends; no room to ~ a cat1). 2. part. 
(Of gait, melody, etc.) vigorously rhyth¬ 
mical (at a long ~ing trot; a ~ing chorus). 
3. Go with ~ing gait (he swung out of the 
room: ~ along, past, by, etc.), whence 
'-■'ingLY2 adv. 4. II ~ the lead (Service si.), 
malinger or scrimshank. 5. n. Act of 
~ing, oscillation, ~ing movement, (work 
is in full ~, active; the ~ of the pendulum^ 
fig., tendency to alternation, esp. tend¬ 
ency of electorate to put parties in power 
alternately). 6. ~ing gait or rhythm (goes 
with a. ~); (also ~ music) kind of jazz in 
which time of melody is freely varied, 
with simple harmonic accompaniment in 
rigid rhythm. 7. Normal duration of 
activity (let it have ils ~, have free course 
till it rests of itself like pendulum). 8. Seat 
slung by ropes or chains for ~ing in (~s 
& round 3-abouts), spell of ~ing in this. 
9. Compass to which thing ~s (has a, ~ of 
3 ft). 10. ~-6oa(, boat-shaped carriage 
hung from frame for ~ing in; ~ bridge, 
that can be swung aside as a whole or in 
sections to let ships etc. pass; ~ plough, 
without wheels. [OE, OHG swingan, f. 
Gmc *swingic-, *swangw-] 

swinge (-j), v.t. (~ing). Strike hard, beat, 
(arch. exc. in a ~ing blow etc.); (part.) 
huge (~ing majority, lie, damages-, cf. 
thumping, whopping, etc.), [alt. f. ME 
swengef. OE swengan, causal(*swangwjan) 
of prec. 1 

swingle (swing'gl), n., & v.t. 1. Wooden 
instrument for beating flax & removing 
woody parts from it; swinging part of 
flail; || ~(ree, crossbar pivoted in middle 
to ends of which traces are fastened in 
cart, plough, etc. 2. v.t. Clean (flax) 
with ~; swingling-tow, coarse part of 
flax. [ME, f. MDu. swinghel, as swing, 

-LEU)] 
swink, v.i., & n. (arch.). Toil. [OE swin- 
can (whence n.), parallel form, to swingan 
SWING] 

swipe, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Hit at or hit 
cricket-ball etc., hit (cricket-ball etc.), 
hard & recklessly, slog; (si.) steal by 
snatching; hence swip'ER1 n. 2. n. Reck¬ 
less hard hit or attempt to hit at cricket 
etc., slog. [var. of sweep] 

II swipes (-ps), n. pi. Washy or turbid or 
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otherwise inferior beer. [f. prec. in obs. 
sense drink off] 

Swirl, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Eddy, carry (object) 
or be carried with eddying motion. 2. n. 
Eddying motion of water, air, etc., 
commotion made by fish etc. rushing 
through water, [orig. Sc., of uncert. orig.; 
cf. Norw. dial, svirla, Du. zwirrelen to 
whirl, G dial, schwirrlen totter] 

swish1, v.t. & i., & n. || Flog with birch; 
audibly cut the air with (cane etc.), cut 
(flower etc.) off thus; make such audible 
cut with cane etc.; (make, move with) 
sound as of cane or lash or swift bird 
cutting the air or of scythe cutting grass; 
II a stroke of a birch or cane or lash. [imit. ] 

II swish2, a. (colloq.). Smart, swagger. 
Swiss, a., & n. (pi. the same). (Native) of 
Switzerland (~ French, German, dialects 
of French & German spoken in Switzer¬ 
land ; German ~, a patois; ~ guards, ~ 
mercenaries formerly employed in France 
etc. & still at the Vatican; ~ roil, kind of 
jam sandwich baked & rolled up), [f. F 
Suisse f. MHG Swiz] 

switch, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Flexible shoot cut 
from tree, tapering rod resembling this. 
2. Tress of dead hair tied at one end used 
in hairdressing. 3. Kinds of mechanism 
for making & breaking connexion between 
corresponding parts of a system by which 
railway trains are diverted from one line 
to another, electric circuits completed or 
interrupted, etc. 4. || ~'back, zigzag rail¬ 
way for ascending or descending steep 
slopes, also railway (chiefly used for 
amusement at fairs etc.) in which train’s 
ascents are effected solely by momentum 
acquired in previous descents; ~-bar, 
part of railway or electric ~; ~'board, 
arrangement for varying the connexion 
between a number of electric circuits; 
~-lever, handle & lever operating a ~; 
~-man, in charge of railway ~es; ~- 
-signal, flag or lantern or semaphore board 
indicating position of railway ~. 5. vb. 
Whip with 6. Swing (thing) round 
quickly, snatch suddenly, whisk, (c<nv 
~es her tail; I ~ed my head round; he ~ed 
it out of my hand). 7. Transfer (train, 
current) with ~, (fig.) direct (thoughts, 
talk) to another subject; race (horse) 
under another’s name; (bridge) change to 
another suit in bidding. 8. Turn (electric 
light, current) off or on; put (user of 
telephone) on to or cut (him) off from 
another (~ off intr., cut off connexion), 
[early forms swits, switz, prob. f. Flem. 
or EG, cf. Hanoverian swutsche, LG 
zwuk.se long thin stick, switch] 

|| swith'er (-dh-), v.i., & n. (Sc.). 1. Hesi¬ 
tate, be uncertain. 2. n. Flurry, doubt, 
uncertainty. [16th c. Sc., of unkn. orig.] 

Swit'zer, n. (arch.). A Swiss, [f. MHG 
Suritzer, or MDu. Swilser f. Sivitz(en) 
Switzerland, -er1] 

swiv'el, n., & v.i. & t. (-11-). 1. Ring & 
pivot serving as connexion between two 

parts of something & enabling one of 
them to revolve without the other (~ 
chain, bookrest, gun, -hook, -joint, rowlock, 
etc., provided with ~); —eye(d), (with) 
squinting eyo. 2. vb. Turn (t. & i.) on ~. 
[ME, f. weak grade swif- of OE swifan 
copulate +-LE(1)] 

swiz'zle, n. Compounded intoxicating 
drink (~-stick, with brushlike end used 
for frothing or flattening drinks), [orig. 
unkn. ] 

swob(ber), var. of. SWAB(ber). 
swollen, swoln (arch.), p.p. of swell. 

swoon, v.i., & n. (Have) fainting-fit 
(~ed for joy, with pain., etc.); (of music 
etc.) die languidly away, whence ~'ing- 

ly2 adv. [ME swoune perh. back form. f. 
swogning n. f. OE p.p. geswogen in a 
swoon ] 

swoop, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Come down or 
down with the rush of a bird of prey, 
make sudden attack from a distance, 
(often upon prey, place, etc.); (colloq.) 
snatch up, snatch, the whole of, at one 
~. 2. n. Sudden attack or downward 
plunge as of bird of prey; snatching 
action carrying off many things at once ; 
at one fell ~ (in describing completeness 
& extent & suddenness of catastrophe 
etc., see Mach. iv. iii. 219). [app. dial, 
var. of obs. swope f. OE swdpan, see 
SWEEP, SWIFT] 

swop, swap (-op), v.t. & i. (-pp-), & n. (si.). 
Exchange (v.t. & i., & n.) by way of barter 
(never ~ horses while crossing the stream, 
leave changes till crisis is past; ~ped my 
knife for bread; will you ~ places etc.?, or 
abs.; shall ive try a~l). [f. 14tli c. in obs. 
sense hit, prob. imit., hence (ICth c.) 
‘ strike ’ a bargain ] 

sword (sold), n. 1. Offensive weapon con¬ 
sisting of long variously shaped blade for 
cutting or thrusting or both & hilt with 
hand-guard (broad~; cavalry ~, sabre; 
court, dress, ~, worn with court dress; 
double-edged, two-handed, etc.,~ ; duelling, 
small-, ~, kind with straight edgeless 
blade of triangular section used for 
thrusting only; scuTCHinp— ; || ~ of State, 
borne before sovereign on State occa¬ 
sions ; the ~ of the spirit, the word of 
God; cross or measure ~s, have fight or 
controversy or open rivalry, often with; 
draw, sheathe, the ~, begin, cease from, 
war; throw one’s ~ into the scale, back 
claim etc. with arms; put to the ~, kill, 
esp. of victors or captors; fire <(• ~, 
rapine, destruction spread by invading 
army; the ~ of justice, judicial authority; 
the ~, war, tho arbitrament of war, 
military power, sovereign power); (army 
si.) bayonet. 2. ~-arm, right; ~-bayonet, 
kind with short —blade & hilt; ||<— 
-bearer, person carrying sovereign’s or 
other great person’s ~ on some occasions; 
~-belt, to which scabbard is attached; 
r—'-bill, long-billed humming-bird; ■■—came, 
hollow walking-stick enclosing —blade; 
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-—cut, wound given with ~-edge, sear 
left by it; —dance, in which ~s are brand¬ 
ished, or women pass under men’s crossed 
~s, or performer treads about ~s laid on 
ground; ~-fish, fish with upper jaw 
prolonged into sharp ■—dike weapon; 

esp. yellow iris; ~-flighted, (of 
birds) having flight-feathers of separate 
colour & looking when closed like ~ worn 
at side; —grass, gladiolus, kinds of sedge 
with ~like leaves; —guard, part of 
■—■ -11 ilt that protects hand; ~-hand, right; 
~-knot, ribbon or tassel attached to 
~-hilt orig. for securing it to wrist; ~-law, 
military domination; ~-lily, gladiolus; 
~-play, fencing, (fig.) repartee, cut-&- 
-thrust argument; ~s'man, person of (usu. 
specified) skill with ~, whence ~s'man- 
ship(3) (sdrcfz-) n.; ~-stick, —cane. 
Hence (-)~'ed2, ~'less, ~'like, ~'froof2, 

aa. [OE sweord, OS swerd, OHG swert, 
ON sverlh f. Gmc *swerdam] 

swore, sworn. See swear. 

II swot, v.i. & t. (-tt-), & n. (school si.). 
l. Work hard esp. at hooks, sap; ~ 
(subject) up, study it hurriedly. 2. n. 
Hard study; (thing that demands) effort, 
a sweat, (it is too much ~; what a ~ /); 
person who works hard esp. at learning, 
a sap. [dial. var. of sweat] 

swum, swung. See swim, swing. 

syb'ar|ite, n. & a. 1. (S~ite). Inhabitant 
of ancient-Greek colony of Sybaris in 
Italy noted for luxury. 2. Luxurious & 
effeminate (person). Hence ~it'ic a., 
~ltlSM(2) n., ~it'lCALLY adv. [f. L (-ta) f. 
Gk Subariles (Subaris, -ite1)] 

syb'il, n. (Erron. for) sibyl. 

syc'amine, n. (bibl.). The black mul¬ 
berry-tree. [f. L f. Gk sukaminos mul¬ 
berry-tree f. Heb. shiqmah sycamore] 

syc'amore, n. (Also ~ fig or Egyptian or 
oriental ~) kind of fig-tree growing in 
Syria & Egypt; (also ~ maple) large 
timber-tree allied to maple; *plane-tree. 
[ME, f. OF sicamore f. L f. Gk sukomoros 
(sukon fig, moron mulberry)] 

syce, sice, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Groom, [f. 
Hind. f. Arab, scZ’is] 

sycee', n. (Also ~ silver) ingots of pure 
silver bearing banker’s or assayer’s seal & 
used in China for payments by weight, [f. 
Chin, si sz’ fine silk (as capable of being 
drawn out fine)] 

sychnocarp'ous (-k-), a. (hot.). Bearing 
fruit several times before dying, perennial. 
[Gk sukhnos numerous, karpos fruit, -ous] 

sycdn'ium, n. (hot.; pi. -ia). Fleshy hol¬ 
low receptacle developing into multiple 
fruit as in fig. [mod. L (Gk sukon fig)] 

syc'oph|ant, n. Flatterer, toady, parasitic 
person. So ~ancy n.. ~an'tic a. [f. L 
f. Gk sulcophantes informer, f. sukon fig, 
phaind show; reason for name unkn.] 

sycds'Is, n. Skin-disease of bearded part 
of face or scalp also called barber’s itch. 
[f. Gk sukosis (sukon fig, -osis) ] 

sy'en|ite, n. Grey crystalline rock of 

feldspar & hornblende with or without 
quartz. Hence ~it'ic a. [F (syd-), f. L 
Syenites (lapis stone) of Syene in Egypt, 
see -ite1] 

syll'abary, n. List of characters repre¬ 
senting syllables & serving the purpose, 
in some languages or stages, of an alpha¬ 
bet. [f. mod. L syllabarium f. ined. L 
-ivs adj. (as syllable, -ary1)] 

syllab'lic, a. Of syllable(s) (often in 
comb., as mono, di, tri, guadri, -~ic, 
having 1, 2, 3, 4, syllables); (of symbols) 
representing a whole syllable; articulated 
in syllables. Hence ~ically adv. [f. LL 
f. Gk sullabikos (syllable, -ic) ] 

syllabicate, syllabify, syllabize, -ise 

(-Iz), w.t. Divide into or articulate by 
syllables. Hence syllabicA'noN, syllabi- 

fica'tion, nn. [Gk sullabe see foil., -ic, 
-ATE3, -FY, -IZE] 

syll'abl|e, n., & v.t. 1. Unit of pronuncia¬ 
tion forming a word or part of a word & 
containing one vowel sound & often 
consonant(s) preceding or following or 
preceding & following this; (transf.) so 
much as a word, the least amount of 
speech, (not a ~e/, do not speak); hence 
(-)~ed2 (-Id) a. 2. v.t. Pronounce by ~es, 
articulate distinctly; (poet.) utter (name, 
word). [ME, f. AF sillable f. OF sillabe 
(cf. participle, principle) f. L f. Gk sullabe 
(syl-, lambano take)] 

syllabub. See sillabub. 

syll'abus, v. (pi. -bi, -buses). 1. Abstract 
giving heads or main subjects of a lecture, 
course of teaching, etc., conspectus or pro¬ 
gramme of hours of work etc. 2. (R.-C. 
Ch.) summary of points decided by an 
ecclesiastical decree, esp. catalogue of 
eighty heretical doctrines or practices or 
institutions condemned by Pius IX in 
1864. [mod. L syllabus, orig. misreading 
of L f. Gk sittuba title-slip or label] 

syllep'lsis, n. (gram.; pi. ~ses). Applica¬ 
tion of a word to two others in different 
senses (e.g. in a flood of tears & a sedan- 
-chair) or to two of which it grammatically 
suits one only (e.g. neither you nor he 
knows); cf. zeugma. So ~tic a., ~trcAi,LY 

adv. [LL, f. Gk sullepsis (sullanibano see 
SYLLABLE)] 

syll'oglism, n. Form of reasoning in 
which from two given or assumed pro¬ 
positions called the premis(s)es & having 
a common or middle term a third is 
deduced called the conclusion from which 
the middle term is absent (figure1, 

mood3 of ~ism; false ~ism, one whose 
conclusion does not necessarily follow 
from its premisses because it fails to fulfil 
the rules of logic regarding the nature & 
mutual relations of the major & minor 
& middle terms necessary if the inference 
is to be sound); (transf.) deductive 
reasoning as opp. induction. So ~is'tic 
a., ~is'tiCALLY adv. [ME, f. OF silogi(s)me 
or L f. Gk sullogismos f. sullogizomai (syl-, 
logizomai to reason f. logos reason), -ism] 
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syll'ogize, -ise'(-iz), v.i. & t. Use syllo- 
gisms; throw (facts, argument) into 
syllogistic form. [ME, f. OF sil(l)ogiser or 
LL syllogizare f. Gk sullogizomai (prec.)] 

sylph, n. Elemental spirit of the air (cf. 
nymph, gnome, salamander, of water, 
earth, fire) in Paracelsus’s system, 
whence ~'like a.; (transf.) slender girl; 
kinds of long-tailed humming-bird. [f. 
mod. L sylphes, G sylphen (pi.), prob. 
invented by Paracelsus] 

sylvan. See silvan. 
sylviculture. See silviculture. 
sym-, = syn- in Gk compds with words 
in b-, m-, p-, as : ~'fc!on((), organism living 
in ~biosis [Gk bion -ountos part, of 
biod f. bios life]; ~bios'is, permanent 
union between organisms each of which 
depends for its existence on the other as 
the fungus & alga composing lichen [f. 
Gk as symbion, -osis], whence ~bidt'ic 
a. 'ically adv.; ~pal'mograph, appa¬ 
ratus exhibiting sound-curves usu. by 
double pendulum with style attached [Gk 
palmos vibration f. pallo brandish ]; 
~pel'mous, (of bird) having tendons of 
toe-flexors united at a point [Gk pelma 
sole]; ~peValous, having petals united; 
~phyll'ous, with leaves united [Gk phullon 
leaf]; ~'phfisis, growing together, (place 
or fine of) union between two correspond¬ 
ing bones or other parts, coalescence, 
[Gk phuo grow], whence ~phys'eal a.; 
~pWsom'eter, instrument for measuring 
force of current of water, also barometer 
in which atmospheric pressure is balanced 
partly by column of liquid & partly by 
elastic pressure of confined gas [Gkpfesis 
pressure f. piezo press]; ~pdd'ium, stem 
whose successive sections are strictly 
branches each springing from the pre¬ 
ceding, as in the vine [Gk pous podos 
foot], so ~pod'iAL a., ~pod'ialLY2 adv. 

sym'bol, n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. = credo. 
2. Tiling regarded by general consent as 
naturally typifying or representing or 
recalling something by possession of 
analogous qualities or by association in 
fact or thought (white, the lion, the 
thunderbolt, the cross, are ~s of purity, 
courage, Zeus, Christianity, values the 
handle to his name only as a ~). 3. Mark 
or character taken as the conventional 
sign of some object or idea or process, e.g. 
the astronomical signs for the planets, 
the letters standing for chemical ele¬ 
ments, letters of the alphabet, the 
mathematical signs for addition & 
infinity, the asterisk; hence or cogn. 
symbol'ic(AL) aa., symbol'icalLY2 adv., 
symbol'ics n., ~ism(3), ~ist(3), nn. (esp. 
denoting certain schools of painters 
& of French poets), ~ize v.t. (see vb), 
~izA'TioN, symb(ol)oL'ooY, symb(ol)- 

oi/atry, nn. 4. vb (rare, also & usu. ~ize). 
Be the ~ of; represent by means of ~, 
speak of under a~ ; (~ize only) treat (story 
etc.) as ~ic & not literal, import ~ism 

into. [15th e., f. L f. Gk sumbolon mark, 
token, f. sym(ballo throw); in eccl. L 
‘creed’] 

symm'etrly, n. 1. (Beauty resulting from) 
right proportion between the parts of the 
body or any whole, balance, congruity, 
harmony, keeping. 2. Such structure as 
allows of an object’s being divided by a 
point or line or plane or radiating lines 
or planes into two or more parts exactly 
similar in size & shape & in position 
relatively to the dividing point etc., 
repetition of exactly similar parts facing 
each other or a centre, whence (in art) 
~ophob'ia n. 3. Approximation to such 
structure, possession by a whole of corre¬ 
sponding parts correspondingly placed; 
(bot.) possession by flower of sepals & 
petals & stamens & pistils in (multiples 
of) the same [number. Hence or cogn. 
symmet'nc(AL) aa., symmet'ricalLY2 

adv., ~ize(3) v.t., ~Iza'tion n. [f. obs. 
F -ie or L f. Gk summetria (sym-, mclron 
measure)] 

sympathetic, a. & n. 1. Of, full of, ex¬ 
hibiting, expressing, due to, effecting, 
sympathy (~ heart, person, conduct, 
words-, ~ landscape etc., that touches the 
feelings by association etc.; ~ pain etc., 
caused by pain or injury to someone else 
or in another part of the body; ~ sound, 
resonance, string, sounding by vibration 
communicated through the air or other 
medium from vibrating object; ~ strike ; 
~ nerve, any, esp. either of two extending 
the length of the vertebral column, of a 
system of nerves uniting viscera & blood- 
-vessels in common nervous action; ~ink, 
writing done with which is invisible till 
brought out by warmth or other agency); 
capable of evoking sympathy, appealing 
to reader etc.; hence sympathetic ally 

adv. 2. n. ~ nerve or system; person 
peculiarly sensitive to hypnotic or similar 
influence, [f. mod. L f. Gk sumpccthetikos 
(SYMPATHY, PATHETIC)] 

sym'pathizle, -is|e (-Iz), v.i. Feel or 
express sympathy, share feeling or 
opinion with person etc., agree with senti¬ 
ment. Hence ~er1 n. [f. F sympathiser 
(foil., -ize)] 

sym'pathy, n. Being simultaneously 
affected with the same feeling, tendency 
to share or state of sharing another per¬ 
son’s or thing’s emotion or sensation or 
condition (with), mental participation in 
another’s trouble (with), compassion (for), 
agreement in opinion or desire, [f. L f. 
Gk sumpatheia f. sym(pathes t. pathos 
feeling) sympathetic] 

sym'phony, n. (Arch.) harmony, conso¬ 
nance of sounds, whence symphon'ious 
a. (rare); (mus.) sonata for full orchestra, 
(also) opening or closing instrumental 
passage in song. Hence symphon'io a. 
[ME, f. OF simphonie f. L f. Gk sum- 
phbnia f. sym (phonos i. phone sound) 
harmonious] 
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sympSs'iakch (-k), n. President of sym¬ 
posium, toast-master, feast-master, [f. 
Gk sumposiarkhos (foil., -arkhos -ruler f. 
arkhdjcule) ] 

symp6s'i|um (-z-),n. (pl.~u). 1. Ancient- 
-Greek after-dinner drinking-party with 
nrnsic, dancers, or conversation; any 
drinking-party. 2. Philosophical or other 
friendly discussion; set of contributions 
on one subject from various authors & 
points of view in magazine etc. Hence 
~al a. [f. L f. Gk sumposion f. SYM(piwo 
drink, cf. posts drinking) drink together] 

symp'tom, n. Perceptible change in the 
body or its functions indicating disease 
(subjective, objective, ~s, directly percep¬ 
tible only to patient, to others); sign or 
token of the existence of something. 
Hence or cogn. ~at'ic a., ~atoi/OGY n. 
[14th c. f. roed. L sinthoma; later f. F 
-tome or LL f. Gk sumptoma -c.tos chance, 
symptom, f. sym[pipto fall, -m)] 

syn-, pref. (assim. to syl- before 1, to sym- 
before b, m, p; to sur- before r, to sys- 
before simple s, to sy- followed by s plus 
consonant, and before z. The Gk change 
of sun- to sug- before gutturals is disre¬ 
garded in mod. derivatives) repr. Gk sun 
prep. & prof., with, together or alike, in 
wds derived directly f. Gk wds [syncope,) 
or madef. Gk (synynathmis):—~(a)er'e.sis 
(-ner-), contraction of two vowels or 
syllables into one [Gk haireo take]; 
~allagmdt'ic, (of treaty or contract) 
imposing reciprocal obligations [Gk 
a.llasso exchange]; ~al[o)eph/a (-le-), 
elision or obscuration of final before ini¬ 
tial vowel [Gk aleipho smear]: ~an’thc- 
rous, with stamens coalescent by the 
anthers; ~an'thous, with flowers & leaves 
appearing simultaneously [Gk anthos 
flower]; ~aphe(i)'a l-ca), continuity be¬ 
tween lines in verse, allowing the ordinary 
rules of elision & quantity to operate 
with the final syllable [Gk hapto join]; 
~arthrds’is (pi. -oses), immovable articu¬ 
lation, as in sutures of skull & socketing 
of teeth; ~'carp, aggregate or multiple 
fruit, e.g. blackberry, fig, so ~carp'ous a. 
[Gk karpos fruit]; ~chondros'is (-lc-), 
(nearly) immovable articulation of bones 
by layer of cartilage, as in spinal verte¬ 
brae ; veins'tic, concave, or convex, all 
over (opp. anticlastic, partly concave & 
partly convex) [Gk kind break]; ~clin'al, 
(of strata) dipping towards a common line 
or point (opp. anticlinal, dipping away); 
~cotyled'onous, with cotyledons united; 
~'cretism, attempt to sink differences & 
effect union between sects or philosophic 
schools, so ~crit’ic, ~'cretist, ~cretis'tic, 
~'cretize v.t. & i. [Gk sugkretizo combine 
against common enemy]; ~e&t'ium (pi. 
-ia), mass of protoplasm with several 
nuclei but forming one cell [-cyte]; 

~dac'tyl(ous) aa., with digits united as in 
webbed feet etc., so ~dac'tylism; ~dcs- 
mos'is, articulation by ligaments, so 

~desmot'ie, ~desmol’ogy, ~des>nog'raphy 
[Gk desnios bond f. deo bind]; ~d£t'ic, of, 
using, conjunctions [asyndeton] drome 
[or -mi), concurrence of, set of concurrent, 
symptoms in disease; ~ec’doche (-ki), 
extended acceptation by which when a 
part is named the whole it belongs to 
is understood, as in 50 sail (for ships) 
[Gk ek out delchomai accept]; ~'ests, 
violation of grammatical rule due to 
influence exerted by the sense (as 
neither of them are right) [Gk sunesis 
understanding]; ~gen'esis, formation of 
embryo partly from the male & partly 
from the female element; ~'gnaf.hous, (of 
fish) with jaws united into tubular snout; 
~izes'is (pi. -eses), pronunciation of two 
vowels not making a diphthong as one 
syllable [Gk hizo to seat]; ~oe'cious 
(-neshus), having male & female organs in 
one inflorescence or receptacle, as in com¬ 
posite flowers & mosses [Gk oikos house]; 
r^osteol'ogy, science of the joints of the 
body; ~ost(e)os'is, anchylosis, so~ostdl'ic 
a.; ~ov'ia, albuminous fluid secreted by 
membranes in interior of joints & in other 
places needing lubrication, so a. 
[invented by Paracelsus from unknown 
elements ]. 

syn'agogue (-og), n. Jewish congregation 
with organized religious observances & 
instruction, its place of meeting. Hence 
synagO'giCAD (-gl-, -ji-) a. [ME, f. OF 
sinagogue or LL f. Gk sunagoge f. syn [ago 
bring)] 

synchrdn'ic (-ngk-), a. See diachhonic. 
synch'ron|ize (-ngk-), |-ise (-Iz), v.i.&t. 

Occur at the same time, be simultaneous 
or ~ocs a. (whence~ously2 adv.), [with); 
ascertain or set forth the correspondence 
in date of (events); cause (clocks) to show, 
(of clocks) show, a standard or uniform 
time. Hence or cogn. ~ism(1) n., (also) 
co-ordination of the audible and visible 
components in cinematography, tele¬ 
vision, etc., ~Iza'tion n. [f. synchronism 
f. mod. L f. Gk -ismos (syn-, khronos time), 
-IZE] 

syn'coplate, v.t. Shorten (word) by drop¬ 
ping interior letter(s) or syllable(s), as 
in symbology for symbolology, Gloster for 
Gloucester; (mus.) displace beats or 
accents in (passage) so that what was 
‘strong’ becomes ‘weak’, & vice versa. 
So ~a'tion n. [LL syncopare swoon (folk), 
-ate 3] 

sync'ope, n. (Gram.) syncopated spelling 
or pronunciation; (med.) fainting, loss of 
consciousness from fall of blood-pressure, 
whence syncop'(t)ic a.; (mus.) syncopa¬ 
tion, also such combination of voice-parts 
that two or more notes in one coincide 
with one in another, [f. LL f. Gk sugkope 
(syn-, kopto strike)] 

sync'romesh, a. & n. (System of gear- 
-clianging, esp. in motor-cars) in which 
the sliding gear-wheels are provided with 
small friction clutches which make con- 
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tact with the non-sliding wheels before 
engagement, thus facilitating gear- 
-changing by making both wheels revolve 
at the same speed, [for synchronized 
mesh] 

syn'dic, n. Official of kinds differing in 
different countries & times; || (Camb. 
Univ.) member of special committee of 
senate. [F, f. LL f. Gk sun(dikos f. dike 
justice) advocate] 

syndicalism, n. A movement among in¬ 
dustrial workers having as its object the 
transfer of the means of production & 
distribution from their present owners to 
unions of workers, [f. F -isme (pree., -al, 

syndicate, n. (-at), & v.t. (-at). 1. Body 
of syndics (esp. at Camb.); combination 
of commercial firms etc. associated to for¬ 
ward some common interest; combina¬ 
tion of persons for the acquisition of 
literary articles etc., and their simul¬ 
taneous publication in a number of 
periodicals; group of people who combine 
to rent a shooting, fishing, etc. 2. v.t. 
Form (parties) into ~; deal with (news 
etc.) by ~. Hence syndicA'nON n. [f. F 
-at f. med. L -atus (syndic, -ate1)] 

syne, Sc. for since (avid long ~, the days of 
long ago, esp. as title & refrain of song 
sung at parting etc.). 

syn'od, n. 1. Ecclesiastical council (oecu¬ 
menical or general, national, provincial, 
diocesan, ~, attended by bishop(s) & 
delegated clergy of all nations, a nation, 
a province, a diocese); (Presb.) ecclesias¬ 
tical court above presbyteries & subject 
to General Assembly; any meeting for 
debate. 2. (astron.). Conjunction of 
planets or stars. So ~al, synod'lc(AL), 
aa., synod'iCALLY adv. [ME, f. LL f. Gk 
sunodos (SYN-, hodos way) meeting] 

syn'onym, n. Word identical & coexten¬ 
sive in sense & usage with another of the 
same language (as caecitis, cf. typhlitis)-, 
word denoting the same thing(s) as 
another but suitable to different context 
(as leap, slay, cf. jump, kill) or containing 
different suggestion (as blind-worm, cf. 
slow-worm); word equivalent to another 
in some only of eitlier’s senses (as ship, 
cf. vessel). Hence or cogn. synonym'iTY 
n., synon'ymous a. (with), synon'ym- 
ously2 adv. [f. L f. Gk sunonumon (syn-, 
onoma -atos name)] 

synonym'ic, a. Of or using synonyms, 
[prec., -ic] 

synon'ymy, n. Synonymity; collocation 
of synonyms for emphasis (as in any 
shape or form); system or collection of, 
treatise on, synonyms, [f. LL f. Gk 
sundnumia (synonym, -y1)] 

synop'sis, n. (pi. -pses). Summary, con¬ 
spectus. [f. LL f. Gk SYN(opsis seeing)] 

synop'tic, a. & n. 1. Affording a con¬ 
spectus or general survey (~ gospels, those 
of Matthew, Mark, & Luke); of the ~ 
gospels; ~ chart (meteor.), weather map; 

hence ~al a., ~alLY2 adv. 2. n. (Also 
synop'tiST) writer of a ~ gospel, [f. Gk 
sunoptilcos (prec., -ic)] 

synovit'is, n. Inflammation of the mem¬ 
brane that secretes the lubricating fluid 
in a joint, [f. SYNouia 4- -itis ] 

syntactic, a. Of, according to, syntax. 
Hence ~ically adv. [f. Gk sunlaktikos 
(foil.)] 

syn'tax, n. Sentence-construction, the 
grammatical arrangement of words in 
speech or writing, set of rules governing 
this, of. accidence. [F (-xe), or f. LL f. Gk 
sunlaxis (syn-, tassd order) marshalling, 
syntax] 

syn'the|sls, n. (pi. ~ses). Combination, 
composition, putting together, (opp. ana¬ 
lysis) ; building up of separate elements 
esp. of conceptions or propositions or 
facts, into a connected whole, esp. a 
theory or system; (chem.) artificial pro¬ 
duction of compounds (called ‘synthetic 
rubber, indigo, cream’, etc.) from their 
constituents as opp. extraction from 
plants etc.; (gram.) making of compound 
& derivative words, preference of com¬ 
position & inflexion to use of prepositions 
etc.; (surg.) joining of divided parts. 
Hence or cogn. synthet'lc(Al) aa., 
synthet'iCALLY adv., ~size(i), ~tize, 
vv.t., ~tiST(l), ~sist, nn. [L, f. Gk 
sunthesis (syn-, tithemi put); the irreg. 
~size more used than the correct ~tize J 

syph'er, v.t. Join (planks) with overlap¬ 
ping edges into flush surface; <■—joint, 
thus made. [var. of cipher in obs. sense] 

syph'il|is, n. Pox, a contagious venereal 
disease affecting first some local part 
(primary ~is), secondly the skin & mucous 
membrane (secondary ~is), & thirdly the 
bones & muscles & brain (tertiary ~is). 
Hence ~it'ic, ~ous, ~oid, aa., ~ize(5) v.t., 
~5l'ogy n. [mod. L, f. title (Syphilis, 
sive Morbus Gallicus) of Latin poem 
(1530), f. Syphilus, a character in it, first 
sufferer from the disease] 

syphon, syren, erron. for si-. 
Sy'riac, n. & a. (In) the language of 
ancient Syria, western Aramaic. Hence 
~ism(4) n. [f. L f. Gk Suriakos (Suria 
Syria f. Suros a Syrian, -ac) ] 

Sy'rian, a. & n. (Native) of Syria. [Syria, 
-AN] 

syring'a (-ngga), n. The mock orange, 
a shrub with strong-scented white usu. 
clustered flowers; (hot.) lilac, [mod. L, as 
syrinx (w. ref. to use of stems cleared of 
pith as pipe-stems), -a; cf. serinoa] 

sy'ringe (-j), n., & v.t. 1. Cylindrical 
tube with nozzle & piston into which 
liquid is first drawn by suction & then 
ejected in fine stream used in surgery, 
gardening, etc., squirt, (hypodermic ~, 
needle-pointed for hypodermic injec¬ 
tions). 2. v.t. Sluice or spray (ears, plants, 
etc.) with ~. [f. med. L siringa f. Gk as 
foil.] 

sy'rinx, n. (pi. -cs, -ngcs). Tan-pipe; 
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(archaeol.) narrow rock-cut gallery in 
Egyptian tombs; (anat.) Eustachian 
tube from tlrroat to drum of ear supply¬ 
ing latter with air, whence syringiT'is 
(-j-) n.; lower larynx or song-organ of 
birds, whence syrin'geAL (-3-) a.; (surg.) 
fistula, whence syringOT'OMY n. [L, f. 
Gk surigx surigg- pipe ] 

Syro-, comb, form f. Gk Sxiros Syrian, as 
~arab'ian, ~phoeni'cian. [-0-] 

syr'tis (sdr-), n. (pi. -tes). Quicksand. [L, 
f. Gk surtis (surd draw)] 

sy'rup, *si-, n. Water (nearly) saturated 
with sugar, this combined with flavouring 
as beverage or with drug(s) as medicine; 
condensed sugarcane-juice, part of this 
remaining uncrystallized at various stages 
of refining, molasses, treacle, (11 golden ~, 
trade name for pale kind). Hence ~Y2 
a. [ME, f. OF strop or med. L siropus f. 
Arab, sliardb beverage, cf. sherbet, 
shrub2] 

syssarcos'Is, n. Connexion between 
bones by intervening muscle, [f. Gk 
sussarkosis (syn-, sarkoo f. sarx sarkos 
flesh, -osis)] 

syssit'ia, n. pi. (Gk ant.). Public messes 
of Spartans & some other Dorians at 
which citizens were required to feed with 
a view to the promotion of patriotism, 
military efficiency, discipline, & simpli¬ 
city. [Gk (sm-) pi. of sussition (syn-, sitos 
food)] 

systal'tic, a. Contracting & dilating by 
turns, having systole & diastole, pulsa¬ 
tory. [f. LL f. Gk sustaltikos (sy- =syn-, 

stello place, -ic)] 
sys'tem, n. 1. Complex whole, set of con¬ 
nected things or parts, organized body 
of material or immaterial things, (~ of 
pulleys, several arranged to work to¬ 
gether; ~ of philosophy, set of co-ordi¬ 
nated doctrines; mountain ~, range or 
connected ranges; river, railway, ~, river, 
railway, with its tributaries or branches, 
also rivers, railways, of a country, conti¬ 
nent, etc.; solar ~, sun & planets; ner¬ 
vous, muscular, etc., ~, the nerves, 
muscles, of a person’s or animal’s body; 
digestive etc. ~, all bodily parts subserv¬ 
ing digestion etc.; the ~, the body as a 
functional whole, as the poison has passed 
into the or his ~; Ptolemaic etc. ~, set of 
hypotheses or principles composing Pto¬ 
lemy’s etc. theory; Devonian etc. ~, set of 
strata etc. so named). 2. Method, orga¬ 
nization, considered principles of pro¬ 
cedure, (principle of) classification, (~ of 
government; what ~ do you go on?; lacks, 
works with, ~; Linnaean, natural, etc., ~, 
classifications with different criteria), 
whence ~less a. 3. (mus.). Braced staffs 
of score, [f. F systems or LL f. Gk sustema 
-atos {sy- = syn-, histemi set, -m)] 

systemat'lic, a. Methodical, according to 
a plan, not casual or sporadic or uninten¬ 
tional, classificatory, (~ic worker, liar, 
insolence, nomenclature). Hence or cogn. 

~ically adv., sys tematizE(3) v.t., 
sys'tematiSM(l), sys'tematisT(l), sysf 
tematizER1, systematizA'TioN, nn. [f. 
LL f. late Gk sustematikos (prec., -ic) ] 

system'|ic, a. (physiol.). Of the bodily 
system as a whole, not confined to a 
particular part; (of insecticides, fungi¬ 
cides, etc.) entering the plant via roots 
or shoots and passing through the tissue. 
Hence ~ICALLY adv. [irreg. f. system + -IC] 

sys'tole, n. (physiol.). Contraction of 
heart etc. alternate with diastole. Hence 
systol'ic a. [f. Gk sustole (sustello, see 
SYSTALTIC) ] 

sys'tyle, a. With columns set compara¬ 
tively close together, [f. L f. Gk SY(stulos 
STYLE2)] 

sys'tylous, a. (bot.). With styles united, 
[as prec., -ous] 

syz'ygy, n. (astron.). Conjunction or op¬ 
position. [f. LL f. Gk suzugia f. suzeu- 
gnumi (sy-= 8YN-, zeugnumi i. zugon yoke)] 

T 
T, t, (te), letter (pi. Ts, T’s). T-shaped 
thing, esp. attrib., as T-bandage, -bar, 
-bolt, -joint, -pipe, -square ; suits me, hit it 
off, etc., to a T, exactly, to a nicety; cross 
the T’s, (fig.) be minutely accurate, also, 
emphasize a point. 

|| ta (tah), int. (nursery, vulg.). Thank you, 
as ta muchly, must say ta. 

taal (tahl), n. The ~ (hist.), term used 
for the earlier form of afrikaaks. [Du., 
= language, cogn. w. tale] 

tab, n., & v.t. (colloq.; -bb-). 1. Small 
flap, strip, tag, or tongue, as part of or 
appendage to garment etc., e.g. metallic 
binding at end of bootlace, (also ear-~) 
flap at side of cap to protect ear; (mil.) 
mark on collar distinguishing staff- 
-officer; (colloq.) account, tally, check 
(esp. in phr. keep ~ (or ~s) on, keep 
account of, have under observation or in 
check; *baggage—, luggage-label. 2. v.t. 
Tabulate, record, [c. 1600, of unkn. orig. ] 

tab'ard, n. (Hist.) coarse outer garment 
worn by the poor, knight’s garment worn 
over armour; herald’s coat blazoned with 
arms of sovereign. [ME, f. OF iabart, of 
unkn. orig.] 

tab'aret, n. Upholstery fabric of alternate 
satin & watered-silk stripes, [mod. trade 
wd, perh. f. tabby] 

tabasheer', -shir (-er), n. Kind of opal 
found in joints of bamboo & used in E.- 
-Ind. medicine, [f. Pg. or F f. Hind. & 
Arab. (-ir) ] 

tabb'y, n., & v.t. 1. Watered fabric esp. 
silk (often attrib.). 2. (Also~ cat) brindled 
or mottled or streaked cat, esp. of grey or 
brownish colour with dark stripes; cat, 
esp. female. 3. Gossiping woman esp. old 
maid. 4. (Also ~ moth) kinds of moth. 
5. Kind of concrete. 6. v.t. Give wavy 
appearance to (fabric), [sense 1 f. F tabis 
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f. Arab, 'attabiy a quarter of Baghdad; 
remaining senses of obsc. orig. ] 

tabefac'tion, n. Emaciation due to dis¬ 
ease. [f. LL tabefacere (tabere f. tabes, 
see -FACTION)] 

|] tab'erdab, n. Scholar of Queen’s College, 
Oxford. [ = tabarder(tabard + -ER1),from 
former dress] 

tab'ernaclle, n., & v.t. & i. 1. (Bibl.) 
fixed or movable habitation usu. of slight 
construction, (fig.) human body; Feast of 
T~es, Jewish autumn festival commemo¬ 
rating the dwelling of the Jews in wilder¬ 
ness ; (Jewish hist.) tent used as sanctuary 
before final settlement of Jews in Pales¬ 
tine. 2. (freq. derog.). Place of public 
worship. 3. Receptacle for pyx or eucha- 
ristic elements. 4. (archit.). Canopied 
stall, niche, or pinnacle, ~e-work, series, 
tracery characteristic, of such ~es, 
whence ~ed2 (-Id) a. 5. Socket or double 
post for hinged mast that requires lower¬ 
ing to pass under bridges. 6. vb. (fig.). 
Provide with shelter; dwell temporarily. 
So tabemac'ulAR2 a. [ME, f. OF, or L 
ta!>ernaciilum tent (laberna hut, see -cube)] 

tab'es (-z), n. (med.). Emaciation; dorsal 
~, wasting disease of spinal cord, loco¬ 
motor ataxia. [L ] 

tabet'ic, a. & n. 1. Of, affected with, 
(esp. dorsal) tabes. 2. n. ~ patient. So 
tabes'cENCE, tab'iTUDE, mi., tabES'CENT, 
tab'ic, tab'iD1, aa., tab'idLY2 adv. [irrog. 
f. prec. +-<- +-ic] 

tab'inet, n. Watered fabric of silk & wool. 
[as TABARET] 

tab'lature, n. (arch.). Mental picture; 
graphic description, [f. F (foil., -ure)] 

ta'bie, n., & v.t. 1. Article of furniture 
consisting of flat top of wood or marble 
etc. & one or more usu. vertical supports 
esp. one on which meals are laid out, 
articles of use or ornament kept, work 
done, or games played; breakfast, lun¬ 
cheon, dinner, tea, supper, -~, ~ used for 
such meals or on which such meal is laid 
out (at ~, while taking meal at ~, as 
refused to talk politics at ~; under the ~, 
esp. drunk after dinner); each half of 
folding backgammon-~; billiard— (for 
billiards, with slate top covered with 
green cloth); lord’s, round1, knee'-TioZc, 
dressing-, toilet-, ~. 2. Part of machine- 
-tool on which work is put to be operated 
on. 3. Slab of wood, stone, etc. 4. Matter 
written on this, esp. the two ~s or (7ie~s of 
the law or covenant or testimony, ten com¬ 
mandments, the twelve ^~s, laws promul¬ 
gated in Rome 451-450 B.C., principal 
source of Roman jurisprudence. 5. Level 
area, plateau. 6. (archit.). Flat usu. rect¬ 
angular surface, horizontal moulding esp. 
cornice. 7. Flat surface of gem, cut gem 
with two flat faces. S. Palm of hand, 
esp. part indicating character or fortune. 
9. Each of two bony layers of skull. 
10. Company seated at (dinner- etc.) ~, 
as kept the ~ amused. 11. (Quantity & 

quality of) food provided at ~, as keeps a 
good~, expenses of his ~. 12. List of facts, 
numbers, etc., systematically arranged 
esp. in columns, matter contained in this, 
as mathematical~s (of logarithms, trigono¬ 
metrical ratios, etc.), of weights <£- 
measures, knows his multiplication ~ up to 
12 times 12, ~ of (i.e. prohibited) degrees, 
~ of content's. 13. Lay, lie, on the ~, 
postpone (measure, report, etc., in Parlia¬ 
ment etc.), be postponed, indefinitely; 
turn the ~s (on person, or abs.), reverse 
relations (between), esp. pass from inferior 
to superior position [f. backgammon 
sense of ~s], 14. ~-6eer, ordinary beer 
used at ~; ~-hoo7c, ornamental usu. 
illustrated book kept on esp. drawing- 
-room ~; ~ -clamp (for fastening thing 
to ~); ~ -cloth (of white linen etc. for use 
at meals, of coloured material for use at 
other times); ~-cvt, (of gem) cut with flat 
top; ~-flap, hinged end of ~-top, lowered 
when not in use; ~-knife, steel knife for 
use at~ ;~1and, extensive elevated region 
with level surface, plateau; -—leaf, piece 
that may be inserted in top of ~ to 
increase its length, also, ~-flap; ~-lifting, 
-moving, -rapping, -tipping, -turning, 
lifting etc. of ~ apparently without 
physical force, as spiritualistic pheno¬ 
menon; ~-linen, '---cloths, napkins, etc.; 
~-money, allowance to higher officers in 
army etc. for official hospitality, charge 
to members of club for use of dining- 
-room; ~-srooN; ~-lalk, miscellaneous 
talk at~ (often as title of book); ~ tennis, 
ping-pong; ~-lcmib, flat-topped chest-like 
tomb in Roman catacombs; ~-ware (for 
use at ~); ~-water, mineral water bottled 
for use at ~. Hence ~ful n. 15. v.t. Lay 
(measure etc., as above) on the ~. 16. Set 
(timbers) together with alternate grooves 
& projections in each to prevent shifting. 
17. Strengthen (sail) with wide hems. 
Hence tab'liNG'(l, 2) n. [ME & OF table 
f. L tatnila; OE tabule dir. f. L] 

tab'leau (-16), n. (pi. -eaux pr. -oz). Pic¬ 
turesque presentation, esp. (also ~ vivant, 
see Ap.; pi. vivants; lit. living picture) 
silent & motionless group of persons etc. 
arranged to represent a scene; dramatic 
or effective situation suddenly brought 
about; (as int., after description of 
incident) picture the scene!; ~ curtains 
(theatr.), pair of curtains to draw across 
& meet in the middle of the stage in place 
of the usual drop-curtain. [F, = picture, 
dim. of prec.] 

table d’hote (tahbl-dot'), n. Common 
table for guests at hotel; ~ dinner etc. 
(served in hotel etc. at fixed hour & price), 
of. A la carte. [F, = host’s table] 

tab'let, n. 1. Thin sheet of ivory, wood, 
etc., for writing on, esp. each of a set 
fastened together; (usu. pi.) such set. 
2. Small slab esp. -with or for inscription, 
as votive ~. 3. Small flat piece of prepared 
substance, esp. fixed weight or measure 
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of a drug brought by pressure or addition 
of gum into convenient shape. 4. (Also 
talilette') projecting horizontal coping of 
wall. [ME, f. OF tablete (table, -ette)] 

tOblier' (-lya), n. Woman’s small apron or 
apron-like part of dress. [F] 

tab'loid, n. 1. = tablet (sense 3; P). 
2. Newspaper, usu. popular in style, 
printed on sheets of half normal size; 
also attrib., as ~ journalism, [-oid ] 

taboo', n., a., & v.t. 1. (Among Poly¬ 
nesians etc.) system, act, of setting apart 
person or thing as accursed or sacred; 
ban, prohibition. 2. adj. Under a ban, 
prohibited, consecrated. 3. v.t. Put 
(thing, practice, etc.) under exclude or 
prohibit by authority or social influence, 
as the subject was ~ed. [f. Tongan ta-bu] 

tab'or, n. (hist.). Small drum, esp. one 
used to accompany pipe. [ME, f. OF 
labour f. Arab, fabl, pi. tubul, cf. TAMBOUR] 

tab'ouret (-borit), n. Small seat usu. 
without arms or back, stool; embroidery - 
-frame. [F, = stool, dim. as prec.] 

tabu. Var. of taboo. 
tab'ula, n. (pi. -ae). (Anat.)hard flat sur¬ 
face of bone etc.; ~ ras'a, erased tablet, 
(fig.) human mind at birth viewed as 
having no innate ideas. [L, = table] 

tab'ular, a. Of, arranged in, computed 
etc. by means of, tables, as a ~ statement, 
~ values, results, compulations, arranged in 
~ form., ~ difference (between successive 
logarithms etc. in mathematical tables); 
broad & flat like a table, as ~ surface, 
(formed) in thin plates, as ~ structure. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L tabularis (prec., 
see -ar1)] 

tab'ul|ate, v.t., & a. 1. Arrange (figures, 
facts) in tabular form, whence ~a'tion, 
~atOR, nn.; give flat surface to. 2. adj. 
(-rat). Having flat surface, composed of 
thin plate, [f. LL tabulare f. tabula + 
-ATE2. 3] 

tac'amahac (-ramra-), n. Gum resin from 
some S.-Amer. & other trees; the balsam 
poplar. [Sp. (-era), f. Aztec tecomahiyac] 

tacfau-tac' (-5-), n. (fencing). Parry com¬ 
bined with riposte; rapid succession of 
attacks & parries. [F, imit.] 

ta'ce, v.i. imperat. Be silent (~ is Latin 
for a candle, veiled injunction = mum1). 
[L] 

td’cSt, mus. direction indicating silence 
of voice or instrument. [L, = is silent J 

tach(e), n. (bibl.). A clasp, link. [ME, f. 
OF tache fibula; rel. to attach, detach', 
doublet of tack] 

tachdm'eter (-k-), n. Instrument for 
measuring velocity. So tachoM'ETRY n. 
[f. Gk takhos speed + -meter] 

tachycSrd'ia (-kl-), n. (path.). Abnor¬ 
mally rapid heart-action as a disease, [f. 
Gk as foil., & see cardiac ] 

tachyg'raphly (-k-), n. Stenography, esp. 
that of ancient Greeks & Romans. Hence 
^er1 n., tachygraph'lc(AL) aa. [f. Gk 
takhus swift + -graphy ] 

tach y|lyte (-k-), n. A vitreous form of 
basalt. Hence ~lyt'ic a. [as prec. + 
-lutos f. luo loose, from ready fusion under 
blowpipe ] 

tachym'eter (-k-), n. Surveyor’s instru¬ 
ment for rapid location of points, [as 
prec. +-METER] 

ta'cit, a. Understood, implied, existing, 
without being stated, as ~ consent, agree¬ 
ment, understanding; abstaining from 
speech or action (~ spectator). Hence 
~ly2 adv. [f. L tacilus silent (lacere be 
silent)] 

ta'citutn, a. Reserved in speech, not 
given to much speaking. So taciturn- 
ity n. [f. F (-ne) or L taciturnus as prec. 1 

tack, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Small sharp flat- 
-headed nail of iron, copper, etc., for se¬ 
curing carpet etc. (tin-~, iron ~ coated 
with tin; brass ~s). 2. pi. Long stitches 
as temporary fastening in needlework. 
3. (naut.). Rope for securing corner of some 
sails, corner to which this is fastened; 
direction in which vessel moves as deter¬ 
mined by position of sails (port, star¬ 
board, ~, with wind on port, starboard, 
side); temporary change of direction in 
sailing to take advantage of side wind 
etc., esp. each of several alternate move¬ 
ments to port & starboard (~ <£■ ~, by 
successive ~s). 4. (fig.). Course of action 
or policy, as must change our ~, am on the 
right or wrongs, try another ~. 5. = foil. 
(Pari, sense). 6. Sticky condition of 
varnish etc., whence ~'Iness n., ~'y2 a. 
7. [prob. diff. wd]. Food, fare, esp. hard 
~: soft ~, bread, good fare. 8. ~-driver, 
machine that automatically places & 
drives ~s; <■—hammer, light hammer for 
chiving ~s, usu. with clacv for extracting 
~s. 9. vb. Fasten (carpet etc., often down) 
with~s, stitch (pieces or parts of cloth etc.) 
lightly together; (fig.) annex, append, 
(thing to or on to another, esp. as in foil.). 
10. Change ship’s course (often about by 
shifting ~s & sails (cf. wear3); (fig.) 
change one’s conduct, policy, etc. Hence 
~'er1(1, 2) n. [ME talc etc., of obsc. orig.; 
doublet of tach(e), though no forms in k 
or q are recorded in OF] 

tack'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp.: (law) 
priority of a third or subsequent mort¬ 
gage etc. to a second of which notice was 
not given; || (Pari.) appending of an ex¬ 
traneous clause to a money bill to secure 
its passing House of Lords, which cannot 
amend money bilks. [-ING1] 

tac'kle, n., & v.t. & i. 1. (Also block & ~) 
mechanism esp. of ropes, pulley-blocks, 
hooks, etc., for lifting weights, managing 
sails or spars, etc. (naut. pr. ta'kl); wind¬ 
lass with its ropes & hooks; requisites for 
a task or sport, as fishing; grasping or 
holding or obstructing esp. of opponent 
in football; ~-block, pulley over which 
rope runs; —fall, rope connecting blocks 
of a ~. 2. vb. Grapple v-ith, grasp with 
endeavour to hold or manage or overcome, 



tact 1317 

(opponent, awkward tiling or business 
problem); (footb.) obstruct or seize & 
stop (player running with ball); secure by 
means of ~; ~ to (colloq.), fall to work 
vigorously, set to. Hence tack'llNO^l, 
3, 6) n. [ME, f. MLG, MDu. takel, f. taken 
lay hold of, see -le(1)] 

tact, n. Intuitive perception of what is 
fitting esp. of the right thing to do or say, 
adroitness in dealing with persons or cir¬ 
cumstances, whence ~'ful, ~'less, aa., 
~'fulLY2 adv., ~'lessNESS n. [F, f. L 
tactus -us (sense of) touch (tangere tact- 
touch) ] 

tac'tical, a. Of tactics; (of bombing) 
carried out in immediate support of 
military or naval operations; adroitly 
planning or planned. Hence ~LY2 adv. 
[f. Gk taktikos (foil.) + -AL] 

tac'tics, n. (As sing, or pi.) art of dispos¬ 
ing military or naval or air forces esp. (cf. 
strategy, logistics) in actual contact 
with enemy; (pi.) procedure calculated 
to gain some end, skilful device(s), as 
cannot approve these ~; so occas. in sing, 
form tac'tic n. Hence tactl'ciAN (-Ishn) 
n. [f. Gk taktika neut. pi. (tasso arrange, 
see -ic) ] 

tac'tile, a. Of, perceived by, connected 
with, the sense of touch, as~ impression, 
organ, so tac'tuAL a., tac'tualLY2 adv.; 
tangible; (paint.) producing or having to 
do with the effect of solidity (~ values 
etc.). Hence tactll'iTY n. [f. L tactilis 
(tangere tact- touch, see -ile)] 

tad'pole, n. Larva of batrachian e.g. frog 
from time it leaves egg till loss of gills & 
tail; ~-fish, European fish with large flat 
head. [ME taddepolle (toad-]-poll1, f. 
size of head) ] 

taed'ium vit'ae, n. (path.). Weariness of 
life with tendency to suicide. [L] 

tael (tal), n. Chinese ounce (= 1J oz 
avoirdupois) esp. of silver as former mone¬ 
tary unit. [Port., f. Malay tahil weight] 

taen'i|a, n. (pi. ~ae). (Arcliit.) fillet on top 
of Doric epistyle; (anat.) ribbonlike 
part esp. of brain; roller bandage; tape¬ 
worm; (Gk & Rom. ant.) fillet, head- 
band. Hence ~oid a. [L, f. Gk tainia] 

taff'eta, n. Kinds of silk or linen fabric 
esp. thin glossy silk of plain texture. [ME, 
f. OF taffetas f. Pers. taftah (tdftan shine)] 

taff'rail, taff'crel (-frll), n. Rail round 
stern of vessel; (-erel) upper part of stern, 
[f. Du. tafereel panel dim. of tafel f. L as 
table, assim. to rail1] 

Taff'y \ u. (colloq.). Welshman. [W pro- 
nunc. of Davy = David] 

taffy2. See TOFFEE. 
taf'ia, n. (W. Ind.). Kind of rum distilled 
from molasses etc. [native] 

tag, n., & v.t. & i. (-gg-). 1. Metal point at 
end of lace. 2. Loop at back of boot used 
in pulling it on. 3. Address label, esp. 
one for tying on. 4. Loose or ragged end 
of anything; ragged lock of wool on 
sheep. 5. Appendage; (thcatr.) closing 
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speech addressed to audience; trite 
quotation, stock phrase, refrain of song. 
6. (Tip of) animal's tail. 7. [perh. diff. 
wd ]. Children’s game in which one chases 
the rest (cross-, long, etc., ~, forms of 
this). 8. day, — flag4-day; ~'rag, 
= rag'~; ~-sore, pustular disease of 
sheep; kind of worm, sycophant. 
9. vb. Furnish (lace etc., literary com¬ 
position) with a ~. 10. Join (thing, esp. 
piece of uniting, to or on to another, 
things together), find rhymes for (verses), 
string (rhymes) together. 11. Shear away 
~s from (sheep). 12. (colloq.). Follow 
closely or persistently. 13. Touch (person 
pursued) in game of ~. [ME, of uukn. 
orig. ] 

taget'es (-jetez), n. Kinds of plant of 
aster family with showy yellow or orange 
flowers, [f. L Tages, Etruscan divinity] 

tagg'er (-g ), n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
pursuer (also called it) in game of tag; 
(pi.) thin sheet iron, whether coated with 
tin or (black ~s) not. [-er1] 

tahsil' (-el), n. Territorial subdivision in 
India for revenue purposes. Hence ~dar 
n., native collector of revenue in ~. 
[Hind. & Arab., = collection; Pers. ddr 
holder ] 

taiga (ti'gah), n. Coniferous forest be¬ 
tween tundra & steppe. [Russ.] 

tail1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Hindmost part of 
animal esp. when prolonged beyond rest 
of body, as dog wag's his ~, tail wag's 
dog, dog has his ~ between his legs (as sign 
of alarm or dejection; often fig. of person); 
'—s up, (of persons, fig.) in good spirits; 
turn~, turn one’s back, run away; twist 
the lion’s ~, drop pinch of salt on ~ of, 
pasha of three etc. ~s. 2. Thing like or 
suggesting ~ in shape or position, hind 
or lower or subordinate or inferior part, 
slender part or prolongation, as ~ 
(luminous train) of comet, ~ (outer corner) 
of the eye, ~ (end) of procession etc., ~ 
(weaker members) of the cricket XI (or 
other sports team), ~ margin (at foot of 
page), followed by a ~ (long train) of 
attendants, at the ~ (back) of a cart, ~ 
(string & paper appendage at lower end) 
of a kite, cow’s-~, frayed end of rope etc., 
~ (= stem1) of musical note, ~ (part 
below line) of a g etc., ~ (exposed end) of 
slate or tile in roof, ~ (unexposed end) of 
brick or stone in wall, ~ (slender backward 
prolongation) of butterfly’s wing, ~ (com¬ 
parative calm at end) of a gale, ~ (calm 
stretch following rough water) of a stream, 
~ of the trenches (fortif.), part first made 
by advancing party, make head 1 or ~ of, 
pigtaii. 3. pi. = ~coat, as boys go into~s 
at sixteen. 4. (In tossing) ~ or usu. ~s, 
reverse of coin turned upwards (see 
head). 5. ~-bay, part of canal lock 
between ~-gate & lower pond; ~-board, 
hinged or removable back of cart; ~- 
-braid (for protecting hem of skirt); ~i 
coat, man’s morning or evening coat with 
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long skirt divided at back into ~s & cut OF leint n. & p.p. of teindre tinge ; partly 
away in front; ~ -gate,, lower gate of canal 
lock; ~-light (carried at back of train, 
car, cycle, etc.); piece, decoration 
in blank space at end of chapter etc., 
triangular piece of wood to which lower 
ends of strings are fastened in some 
musical instruments; ~'pipe, suction- 
-pipe of pump, (v.t.) fasten something to 
~ of (dog, fig. person); ~-race, part of 
mill-race below water-wheel; ~-spm 
(aviation), kind of spinning dive. Hence 
(-)~ed2 (-id), ~'less, aa. 6. vb. Furnish 
with ~. 7. Remove the stalks of (fruit); 
dock ~ of (lamb etc.). 8. (colloq.). 
Shadow, follow closely. 9. Join (thing on 
to another). 10. ~ after, follow closely; 
~ away or off, (of persons, dogs, etc.) fall 
behind or away in scattered line; ~ in, 
fasten (timber) by one end into wall etc.; 
~ to the tide, ~ up and down stream; (of 
anchored vessel) swing up & down with 
tide. [OE tsegel, tsegl, OHG zagal, ON 
taal f. Gmc *taglaz] 

tail2, n. & a. (law). 1. Limited ownership 
(in ~, on those terms); estate limited to a 
person & heirs of hi3 body. 2. adj. So 
limited, esp. estate ~, fee—. [ME, f. 
OF tattle notch, cut, tax, f. laillier cut f. 
LL taliare (L talea slip of wood); see 
TALLY ] 

tail'ing, n. In vbl senses of tail1; also or 
esp.: unexposed end of brick or stone or 
beam in wall; (pi.) refuse or inferior part 
of grain, ore, etc..; blur or other fault in 
calico-printing, [-ing1] 

tail'or, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Maker of (esp. 
men’s) garments esp. to order (lhe~makes 
the man; nine ~s go to a man; ride like a ~, 
badly); ~-bird, kinds of small bird sewing 
leaves together to form nest; -—-made, 
(esp. of woman’s dress) made by ~ usu. 
w. little ornament & w. special attention 
to exact fit; chair (without legs), for 
sitting cross-legged as ~ at work; ~’s 
cramp (in fingers & thumbs); twist, 
kind of strong silk thread. Hence ~ESS1 
n. 2. vb. Be, work as, a~, whence ~ing1 
n.; make clothes for (chiefly in p.p., as 
v;ell-~ed). [ME & AF taillour, — OF 
tailleor f. Rom. *taliatorem f. LL taliare 
TAIL2, -OR] 

tain, n. Thin tin plate; tin foil for back¬ 
ing mirror. [F, = etain tin] 

taint, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Spot, trace, of 
decay or corruption or disease (lit. & fig.), 
corrupt condition, infection, as there was 
a ~ of insanity in the family, the moral ~ 
had spread among all classes, without ~ of 
commercialism: 2. vb. Introduce corrup¬ 
tion or disease into, infect, be infected, as 
~ed meat, ~s all it touches, meat will ~ 
readily in hot xoeather, his mind was ~ed; 
~ed goods (in trade-unionism), goods that 
members of a union must not handle 
because non-union labour has been em¬ 
ployed on them or for similar reasons. 
Hence ~'less a., ~'lessLY2 adv. [ME, f. 

also aphetic f. attaint] 

Tapping', Tae-, (ti-), n. One of those 
who took part in a rebellion in China 
(1850-64). [f. Chin, t’ai p'ing great peace] 

taj (tahj), n. Tall cap of Mohammedan 
dervish. [Pers. f. Arab.] 

take1, v.t. & i. (took, ~n). I. General 
senses. 1. Lay hold of with the hand(s) or 
other part of the body or with any instru¬ 
ment (lit. & fig.), grasp, seize, capture, 
catch by pursuit or surprise, captivate, 
win, gain, as ~ it between your finger & 
thumb, took him by the throat, ~ it up with 
the tongs, ~ the bull 1 by the horns, deuce ~ 
it!, ~ bit 1 betuxeen teeth, ~ a fox-tress, ~ by 
storm, look 113 prisoners, was prisoner 
or captive, took his bishop (at chess), ~ the 
odd trick (at cards), ~s (gains, receives in 
payment) £40 a week, took (gained) little 
by this move, took first prize, ~ the cake or 
biscuit (si.), rabbit ~n in trap, took (sur¬ 
prised, caught) him in the act or at a 
disadvantage, u-as ~n ill or colloq. bad, 
~n aback, what ~s (captivates) my fancy, 
was much (charmed) with or by her 
manners, novel did not ~ (become popular), 
vaccine did not ~ (operate). 2. (See also 9 
below). Assume possession of, procure 
e.g. by purchase, acquire, avail oneself of, 
use, use up, consume, require as instru¬ 
ment, material, agent, etc., as what¬ 
ever he can lay his hand on, wish you would 
not ~ my bicycle, ~ (assume or enjoy as 
one’s right) precedence, look his degree, ~ 
order's, II ~ silk, shall~ a holiday, (cook¬ 
ing direction) ~ 1 oz of curry-powder, do 
you ~ (buy regularly, subscribe to) 
Punch?, am not taking any (si;), decline 
offer, took (engaged) seats in advance, 
must ~ lessons, lodgings, a taxi, will ~ 
(buy) 2 lb., ~ legal, -medical, etc., advice, 
consult lawyer etc. (& see below), ~ (as 
instance) the French Revolution, has ~n a 
partner, a wife, (arch.) took to (as) wife 
Jane Smith, ~ a back1 seat, took his seat 
on the wool sack, must ~ the liberty of 
differing from you, must ~ leave to differ, 
took a mean advantage, do not ~ advantage 
(avail yourself unfairly) of his youth, ~ 
the opportunity, will ~ (drink) a cup of 
tea, ~s too much alcohol, these things 
~ time, ~ your time, do not hurry, it ~s 
a lot of doing (is hard to do), ~s a poet 
to translate Virgil, transitive verbs ~ an 
object. 3. Cause to come with one, carry 
with one, conduct, convey, remove, 
dispossess person etc. of, as ~ the letters to 
the post, the dog for a walk, the children to 
the pantomime, the corkscrew from the shelf, 
~ for a ride, ~s his readers with him 
(engrosses their attention), ~ him through 
(make him read) a book of Livy, took him 
into partnership, ~s all the fun out of it, ~ 
to task, ~ in hand, undertake, start doing 
or dealing with, undertake the control or 
reform of (the boy icunts taking in hand), 
(see also special uses w. advv. & prepp.). 
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4. Catch, he infected with, (cold, fever, 
etc.). 5. Conceive, experience, indulge, 
give play to, exert, as ~ offence, umbrage, 
~ a fancy to, ~s a pride in his work, a 
pleasure in contradicting, ~ pity on him, 
~ no notice, ~ heed, pains, trouble. 6. As¬ 
certain (person’s measure, height, tem¬ 
perature, address, etc.) by inquiry, 
measurement, etc. 7. Apprehend, grasp 
mentally, infer, conclude, understand, 
interpret, as J ~ your meaning or (arch.) 
you, I ~ this to be ironical, I ~ it that we 
are to trait here, ~ person at his word1, 
how would you ~ (translate, interpret) 
this passage?, ~ it for granted, assume it, 
do you ~ me for (think me) a fool? 8. Treat 
or regard in specified maimer, adopt 
specified attitude towards, as ~ things 
coolly, ~ it easy, should ~ it kindly of you 
(be obliged) if you would answer my letter, 
must not~ it ill of him (resent his conduct), 
~ to heart, ~ as read, dispense with the 
actual reading of (minutes etc.). 9. (See 
also 2 above.) Accept, put up with, sub¬ 
mit to, adopt, choose, receive, derive, 
as ~ the offer, ~ what you can get, the bet 
teas ~n, & offered (abbr. t. <£- o., pin. 
used in recording betting odds), I took 
him (his bet), must ~ us as you find us, 
■will ~ no nonsense, will not ~ this treat¬ 
ment, took it like a lamb, will not ~ a hint, 
~ advice, act on it (& see above), you may 
~ it from me or ~ my word for it, I, a weli- 
-informed person, assure you, ~ sides, 
join one of two parties, ~ (hold, adopt) a 
different view, ~s its name from the inven¬ 
tor. 10. Ferform, execute, make, under¬ 
take, negotiate, deal with, as look work 
for a friend, ~ notes, ~ a photograph, took 
a sudden leap, horse will not ~ the fence, 
~ a walk, || ~ (be examined in) the mathe¬ 
matical tripos, ~ (conduct) the evening 
service, ~ a glance round you, took a deep 
breath, ~ an oath. 11. Photograph, come 
out well etc. when photographed, as ~ 
him in cap & gown, does not ~ well. 12. ~ 
account of, include in one’s reckoning, not 
overlook; ~ aim, direct weapon or missile 
(at object); ~ care, be careful, be on one’s 
guard, not neglect or fail, be cautious in 
arranging or deciding, as ~ care !, ~ care 
to leave plenty of room, ~ care not to wake 
the baby, ~ care how you speak or ivhat you 
say to him; ~ care of, be careful of, be in 
charge of, *be adequate provision for, 
*be able to deal with; ~ one’s chance, 
accept risk {of); ~ earth, (of fox etc., fig. 
of person) escape into hole; ~ effect1, 
exception, heart (o/ grace), hold2; ~ it 
(colloq.), endure punishment etc.; ~ 
leave1 (of); ~ one’s life in one’s hand, 
risk it; ~ person’s esp. God’s name in 
vain, use it lightly or profanely; ~ 
part 1; ~ place, happen; ~ stock (of, in); 
~ the wall, ~ wind1. II. Spec, uses w. 
prepp., advv., & adv. phrr. 1. ~ after, 
resemble (person, esp. parent) in character, 
feature, etc. 2. ~ back (colloq.), retract 
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(words). 3. ~ down; write down, as ~ 
down his name & address, took down the 
sermon in shorthand; humble, esp. ~ 
person down a peg 1 or two; swallow (food 
etc.) esp. with difficulty or reluctance; 
remove (building, structure) by taking it 
to pieces. 4. ~ from, diminish, lessen, 
weaken, as such faults do not ~ from his 
credit as a historian. 5. ~ in; admit, 
receive, (lodgers, guest, etc.); ~ (lady) in 
(often to dinner), conduct from drawing- 
-room to dining-room & sit beside; receive 
(washing, sewing, typewriting, etc.) to 
be done at home; include, comprise; re¬ 
duce (garment etc.) to smaller compass, 
furl (sail); understand, digest mentally; 
believe (false statement); deceive; cheat; 
II ~ (newspaper etc.) by subscription; 

' '-in n., a fraud, deception, piece of 
humbug. 6. ~ into: ~ into one’s con¬ 
fidence, confide in; ~ into one’s head, 
conceive, get hold of, (idea), imagine, 
adopt the belief, (that, it . . . that), resolve 
(to do). 7. ~ off: remove (clothes, hat, 
etc.) from the body (~ off one’s hat to, 
fig., applaud as admirable); remove, 
conduct away, as took him off to the station, 
look himself off, went off; deduct (part of 
price); drink off; ridicule by imitation, 
mimic; jump, spring, (from, at, place); 
(aviation) start from rest & become air¬ 
borne; ~-off n., caricature, spot from 
which one jumps, (aviation) becoming 
airborne, (croquet) stroke causing one’s 
own ball to go forward while touching but 
scarcely moving another. 8. ~ on: under¬ 
take (work, responsibility); ~ person on 
at golf etc., play with him; (colloq.) show 
violent emotion, make a fuss. 9. ~ out: 
cause to come out, bring or convey out, 
as ~ him out for a walk, books must not 
be ~n out of the library; remove (stain 
etc.); (bridge) remove (one’s partner) 
from the suit he has called by bidding a 
fresh suit or no trumps; ~ the nonsense 
etc. old of person, cure him of it; accept 
payment of (debt etc.) or compensation 
for (injury etc.) in, as took it out in cigars 
& drinks; ~ it out of, have revenge on, 
get satisfaction from, exhaust the 
strength of; procure, get issued, (patent, 
summons, etc.). 10. ~ over, succeed to 
management or ownership of (business 
etc.); ~-o«cr bid, an offer to purchase 
shares which will secure for the bidder 
control of a company. 11. ~ to: begin, 
fall into the habit of, begin to busy one¬ 
self with, as took to humming a tune, ~ to 
bad habits, literature; conceive a liking for 
(person etc.). 12. ~ up: lift up; absorb, 
occupy, engage, as sponges ~ up water, 

■—’S up all my time, my attention; train stops 
to ~ up (admit) passengers; ~ into 
custody; adopt as proteg6; interrupt or 
correct (speaker); enter upon (profession, 
subject); pursue (matter, inquiry) fur¬ 
ther; secure, fasten, (dropped stitch, 
artery, etc.); furnish the amount of (loan 
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etc.): ~ up with, consort with; ~ up the 
CUDGELS, GAUNTLET1, GLOVE; ~'-UV n. 
(mech.), kinds of device for tightening 
band etc. in machine, drawing up slack 
of thread, removing material that has 
been operated on, etc. 13. ~ (it) upon or 
on one to, venture, presume, to. [late OE 
Incan f. ON taka, in ME superseding 
niman] 

take2, n. Amount (of fish, game, etc.) 
taken or caught: (print.) amount of copy 
set up at one time; takings, esp. money 
received at theatre for seats; (einomat.) 
a scene that has been or is to be photo¬ 
graphed; give2 <£• ~. [f. prec.] 

tak'er, n. In vbl senses, esp. one who 
takes a bet, as no ~s, a few ~s at 5 to 4. 
[-ER1] 

ta'kin (tab-), n. Tibetan horned ruminant, 
[native] 

tak'ing1, n. In vbl senses, esp.: (pi.) 
money taken in business, receipts; (arch.) 
state of agitation, as xvas in a great ~. 
[-ING 1 ] 

tak'Ing2, a. Attractive, captivating; 
catching, infectious. Hence ~LY2 adv., 
—ness n. [-ING2] 

tal'apoin, n. 1. Buddhist monk in Cey¬ 
lon, Siam, etc. 2. Kind of monkey, [f. 
Port, talapao, of E.-Ind. orig.] 

talur'ta, n. pi. Winged boots or sandals as 
attribute of Mercury, Iris, & others. [L] 

tal'botype (tawl-), n. Photographic pro¬ 
cess invented by W. H. Fox Talbot in 
1840, the basis of that now used, [type] 

talc, n., & v.t. 1. Amagnesium silicateusu. 
found in flat smooth often transparent 
plates & used as lubricator etc.; (pop., 
commero.) mica esp. as glazing-material. 
Hence tal(c)k'Y2, —'oid, —'ose1, ~'ous, 
aa. 2. v.t. Treat with ~. [F, or f. med. L 
talcum f. Arab, ta.lq] 

tal'clte, n. A massive variety of talc. 
[-ITE 1 ] 

tal'cum, n. = talc; ~ powder, powdered 
talc for toilet use, usu. perfumed, [med. 
L] 

tale, n. 1. True or usu. fictitious narrative 
esp. one imaginatively treated, story, as 
tell him a —, a true — of the Crusades, old 
wives’ ~s, marvellous legendary —s; — of a 
tub, idle fiction; tell the —; prefer to tell 
my own — (give my own account of the 
matter); thing tells its own~ (is significant, 
requires no comment, explains itself). 
2. Malicious report whether true or false, 
as all sorts of —s will get about, if all —s 
be true (esp. as preface to scandal); tell —s 
(out of school), report esp. with malicious 
intention what is meant to be secret; —- 
bearer, person who does this, so —'bearing 
a. & n.; teller, one who tells ~s (in 
either sense). 3. || (arch., rhet., poet.). 
Number, total, as the — is complete, 
shepherd tells his — (of sheep). [OE talu, 
OS, ON tala, OHG zala, f. Gmc *talo f. 
*lai- see tell] 

tal'ent, n. 1. Special aptitude, faculty, 

gift, (for music etc., for doing-, see Matt. 
xxv. 14-30), high mental ability, whence 
~ed2, —less, aa. 2. Persons of ~, as all 
the — of the country, looking out for local 
—, ministry of all the —s; (sport, si.) the —, 
those who take odds etc. relying on their 
own judgement & knowledge, opp. to 
bookmakers. 3. Ancient weight & money 
of account among Greeks, Romans, 
Assyrians, etc., of varying value. 4. —- 
■money, bonus to professional cricketer 
etc. for especially good performance. 
[ME, f. OF f. L talentum f. Gk talanlon 
balance, weight, sum of money] 

tal'es (-z), n. (law). Writ for summoning 
jurors, list of persons who may be so 
summoned, to supply deficiency; pray a 
—, plead for completion of jury thus; 
~'man (or -lz-), person so summoned. 
[ME; L — (de circumstantibus) such (of 
the bystanders), first, wds of writ ] 

Taliaco'tian (-shn), a. — operation, for¬ 
mation of new nose by means of flap 
taken from arm or forehead but severed 
only after union has taken place, [f. 
Tagliacozzi, Italian surgeon d. 1599 4--an] 

tal'ion, n. (Also L Ux talion'is) the law of 
retaliation inflicting punishment of same 
kind & degree as injury (see Lev. xxiv. 
20). Hence talion'ic a. [ME, f. OF, f. L 
talio -onis (talis such)] 

tal'Iped, a. & n. 1. Club-footed; (zool., of 
sloth etc.) having feet twisted into un¬ 
usual position. 2. n. ~ person or animal, 
[as foil. ] 

tal'ipes (-z), n. Club-foot(edness); taliped 
formation, [mod. L (talus, pcs pedis 
foot)] 

tal'ipot, -ut, n. A fan-leafed palm. [f. 
Hind, talpdt f. Skr. talapattra (tala palm + 
jiattra leaf)] 

tal'isman (-z-), n. Charm, amulet, thing 
capable of working wonders; (astrol.) 
magical figure cut or engraved & capable 
of benefiting its possessor. Hence talis- 
man'ic (-z-) a. [F, = Sp., Port, talisman, 
It. -memo, ult. f. Arab, filsam f.Gk telesma] 

talk (tawk), v.i. & t., & n. 1. Converse, 
communicate ideas, by spoken words, 
as was ~ing with or to a friend, what are 
you ~ing about?, — big, tall, people 
will — (scandal), now you’re ~ing (si. = I 
welcome that offer etc.), you can’t ~ 
(colloq. = you are just as bad yourself); 
communicate by radio signals. 2. Have 
the power of speech, as child is learning to 
—, parrots can —; use this to excess, as is 
always —ing. 3. Express, utter, discuss, 
in words, as you are ~ing nonsense, — 
treason, philosophy, shop ; *— (cold) turkey 
(colloq.), tell the plain truth. 4. Use 
(language), as they were ~ing French. 
5. Bring into specified condition etc. by 
—ing, as — ed himself hoarse, — person 
round, persuade him, ~ed him out of his 
resolution, into his grave, would ~ the hind 
leg off a donkey, is talkative. 6. — about, 
discuss, as do not want to be — ed about 
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(made subject of gossip); ~ at, address 
to one of a company remarks covertly 
hostile to & meant to be heard by (an¬ 
other); ~ away, consume (time) in ~ing; 
~ back, reply defiantly; ~ down, silence 
(person) by superior loudness or persist¬ 
ency, bring (aircraft) to a landing by 
radioing instructions from the ground; ~ 
of, discuss, mention, as ~ing (while we are 
on the subject) of muffins, what time do 
you have teal, express some intention of 
(doing); || ~ out (bill, motion, in Pari.), 
get rid of it by prolonging discussion till 
time of adjournment; ~ over, discuss at 
some length, win over by ~ing; ~ round, 
discuss (subject) at length without reach¬ 
ing conclusion, also ~ over (person); ~ 
through one’s hat (si.), exaggerate or bluff 
or make wild statements; ~ to, speak to, 
(colloq.) reprove, give a piece of one’s 
mind to, so gave him a ~ing-to; ~ up, 
discuss (subject) in order to rouse interest 
in it. Hence ~'er2 (tawk-) n. 7. n. Con¬ 
versation, as let us have a~, small, table-, 

tall, ~, it will end in ~ (nothing will be 
done); short address or lecture in con¬ 
versational style (esp. when broadcast by 
radio); theme of gossip, as they, tlieir 
quarrels, are the ~ of the town. [ME 
talkien, talken, deriv. vb f. tale or tell, 

w. frequent, -k as in stalk, walk, lurk] 
ta'lkative (tawk-), a. Fond of talking. 
Hence ~ness n. [ME ; -ative ] 

ta'lkee-ta'lkee (tawki), n. Incessant chat¬ 
ter ; broken English of Negroes etc. [talk ] 

ta'lkie (tawki), n. (si.). = soukd'1-fihn. 
[f. talk, after movies] 

ta'lking (tawk-), a. In vbl senses, esp.: 
having the power of speech, as ~ parrot; 
expressive, as ~ eyes. [-ING2] 

tall (tawl), a. & adv. 1. (Of person) of 
more than average height; (of tree, 
steeple, mast, etc.) higher than the 
average or than surrounding objects; of 
specified height, as he is six feet ~ (now 
usu. high), how ~ is it?; ~'boy, II bedroom 
chest of drawers 5 ft or more high some¬ 
times in lower & upper sections or 
mounted on legs or on dressing-table, 
kind of chimney-pot; (si.) extravagant, 
boastful, excessive, as a ~ story, ~ talk, 
a ~ order (exorbitant or unreasonable 
demand). 2. adv. (si.). In a~ way, as talk 
~, boast. Hence ~'ness n. [prob. repr. 
OE getsel swift, prompt] 

tall'(i)age, n. (hist.). Form of taxation 
abolished in 14th c. [ME & OF taillage 
(lailler cut, see tail2 & -age)] 

t&ll'Uh, n. Scarf worn by Jews esp. at 
prayer. [Heb.] 

tall'ow (-6), n., & v.t. 1. Substance got by 
melting the harder & less fusible kinds of 
(esp. animal) fat, used for making candles 
& soap, greasing machinery, etc.; vegetable 
~, kinds of vegetable fat similarly used; 

chandler, maker, vendor, of ~ candles 
so ~er1 (-oer) n.; —drop, style of cutting 
precious stones writh dome on one or both 

talus 

sides ;~-face, pale person; ~-(ree, kinds of 
tree yielding vegetable Hence ~ish l, 
~y2 (-51), aa. 2. v.t. Grease with ~; 
fatten (sheep). [ME talg(h), MLG (G) 
talg, MIcel. tolg, talk; ult. orig. unkn. ] 

tall'y, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Piece of wood 
scored across with notches for the items 
of an account & then split into halves of 
which each party kept one; account so 
kept, score, reckoning; mark made to 
register a fixed number of objects deli¬ 
vered or received, such number used as 
unit, as buy goods by the ~ (dozen, hun¬ 
dred, etc.); (in counting goods aloud as 
delivered) 16, IS, ~ (20), 96, 9H,~ (100); 
ticket, label of wood or metal or paper 
with name etc. attached to thing for 
identification, as horticultural tallies, 
lilant labels; corresponding tiling, coun¬ 
terpart, duplicate, (of). 2. || ~m«n, one 
who keeps a ~ or ~-shop, one who sells 
goods by sample; ~-sheet, paper on which 
~ is kept; ||~-shop, conducted on ~ 
system; || ~ system, trade (of sales on short 
credit with account kept by ~). 3. vb. 
Record, reckon, by ~ ; (naut.) haul (sheet) 
taut; agree, correspond, (with), as goods 
do not ~ with invoice. Hence tall'iER1 n. 
[ME, f. AF tallie (= OF taille, whence 
doublet obs. tail = tally), f. L talea, see 
TAIL2] 

tall'y-hS', int., n., & v.t. & i. 1. Hunts¬ 
man’s cry to hounds on viewing fox. 
2. vb. Utter, urge (hounds) with, this, 
[cf. F taiaut] 

tal'ma, n. Woman’s or man’s long cape or 
cloak in first half of 19th c. [F. J. T~, 
French tragedian, d. 1826)] 

tal'mi-gold, n. Brass thinly coated with 
gold. [f. G talmi(gold)] 

Tal'mud, n. Body of Jewish law & legend 
comprising the Mishnah (precepts of the 
elders codified c. 200 a.d.) & the Gemara 
(commentary on the Mishnah in recen¬ 
sions at Jerusalem c. 400 & at Babylon 
c. 500), (also, in limited sense) the Baby¬ 
lonian Gemara. Hence Talmud'ic( al) 
aa. [late Heb., = instruction] 

Tal'mud|ist, n. Compiler, adherent, or 
(now usu.) student, of the Talmud. 
H ence ~is 'tic a. [ -ist ] 

tal'on, n. 1. Claw esp. of bird of prey. 
2. Cards left after deal. 3. Shoulder of 
bolt against which key presses in shooting 
it; ogee moulding; heel of sword-blade. 
Hence (-)~ed2 (-nd) a. [ME, f. OF, = 
heel, f. Rom. *talo -onis f. L talus] 

taluk' (-ook), -ook, n. District in India 
subject to revenue collection by native 
officer; tract of proprietary land in India; 
~dar, such officer, proprietor of ~. 
[Hind, ta'alluq] 

tal'us, n. (pi. -li). 1. (Anat.) ankle(-bone); 
form of club-foot. 2. Slope of wall that 
tapers to the top or rests against bank; 
(geol.) sloping mass of fragments at foot 
of cliff. [L, = ankle, heel; sense 2 f. F 
talus of unkn. orig.] 
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taman'dua, tam'anoir (-war), nn. Kinds 
of ant-eater. [(-«a) Braz., (-oir) F cor¬ 
rupt. ] 

tam'arack, n. Kinds of Amer. tree, esp. 
= hackmatack. [Amer.-Ind.] 

tam'arin, n. Kinds of S.-Amer. mar¬ 
moset. [F, f. native name) 

tam'arind, n. (Tropical tree with) fruit 
whose pulp is used in making cooling 
drinks etc.; ~-fish, preparation of fish 
with ~ pulp. [ult. f. Arab, tamr-hindi 
date of India] 

tam'arisk, n. Kind of plant, esp. common 
or French ~, evergreen shrub with 
feathery branches & white or pink flowers 
suitable for planting near sea. [ME, f. LL 
tamariscus, L tamarix] 

tama'sha (-mall-), n. (Anglo-Ind.). A 
show or entertainment or function. 
[Arab.] 

tam'bour (-oor), n., & v.t. 1. Drum; 
circular frame on which silk etc. is 
stretched to be embroidered, stuff so 
embroidered; (archit.) cylindrical stone 
in shaft of column, circular part of various 
structures, ceiled lobby with folding 
doors in church porch etc. to obviate 
draught; kinds of fish making drumming 
noise or like drum in shape; (fortif.) 
palisaded defence for road, gate, etc. 
2. v.t. Decorate, embroider, (stuff or 
abs.) on ~. [F, later f. labour tabor] 

tam'bourin (-bor-), n. Long narrow drum 
used in Provence; (music for) dance ac¬ 
companied by this. [F, dim. of prec.] 

tambourine' (-boron), n. 1. Small drum 
made of wooden or metal hoop with 
parchment stretched over one end & loose 
jingling metal discs. 2. Kind of African 
pigeon, [cf. prec.] 

tame, v.t., & a. 1. Make gentle & tract¬ 
able, domesticate, break in, (wild beast, 
bird, etc.); subdue, curb, reduce to 
submission, humble, (person, spirit, 
courage, ardour, etc.). Hence tam(e)a- 
bil'ity, tam(e)'ableNESS, (-)tamER1, nn., 
tam(e)'ABLE, ~'less (-ml-; poet.), aa. 
2. adj. Made tractable, domesticated, not 
■wild, (~ cat, fig., person tolerated as use¬ 
ful hanger-on); (colloq., of land or plant) 
cultivated, produced by cultivation; 
submissive, spiritless, inert, feeble, fiat, 
insipid, as lhe~st of slaves, ~ acquiescence, 
scenery, description. Hence ~'LY (-ml-) 
adv., ~'ness (-mn-) n. [OE tarn, OHG 
zam, ON tamr f. Gmc *tamaz cogn. w. L 
dcrmare; (vb) ME tame f. adj.] 

Tarn'll, n. Language, member, of a 
people inhabiting S. India & Ceylon. 
Hence Tamil'iAN a. [native] 

Tamm'any, n. Organization of demo¬ 
cratic party in ~ Hall, New York (often 
implying political corruption). Hence 
~ism n. 

tam-o’-shan'ter, tamm'y, n. Round 
woollen or cloth cap fitting closely round 
brows but large & full above, [f. Burns's 
Tam o’ Shanter ] 

tamp, v.t. Pack (blast-hole) full of clay 
etc. to get full force of explosion, whence 
~'ing1(3) n.; ram down (road material 
etc.). Hence ~'er1 (1, 2) n., (also) brick¬ 
layers tool, [peril, back form. f. tampin 
(var. of tampion) taken as = tamping ] 

tam'pan, n. Venomous S.-Afr. tick, 
[native] 

tam'per, v.i. ~ ivilh: meddle with ; make 
unauthorized changes in (will, MS., etc.); 
exert secret or corrupt influence upon, 
bribe. Hence ~er 1 n. [var. of temper] 

tam'pion, n. Wooden stopper for muzzle 
of gun; plug e.g. for top of organ-pipe. 
[15th c. -on, -ion, f. F tampon, nasalized 
var. of tapon ; see tap l, -oon ] 

tam'pon, n., & v.t. 1. Plug used to stop 
haemorrhage; pad for the hair. 2. v.t. 
Plug (wound etc.) with ~. [F, see prec.] 

tamponade', n. Use of tampon for wound 
etc. So tam'ponAGE, tam'ponMENT, nn. 
[-ADE ] 

tamtam. See tomtom. 
tan1, v.t. & i. (-nn-), n., & a. 1. Convert 
(raw hide) into leather by soaking in 
liquid containing tannic acid or by use of 
mineral salts etc., whence ~n'ABLE a., 
~n'AGE(3), ^n'er1 [-er'O)], ~n'ERY(2, 3), 
nn.; make, become, brown by exposure to 
sun; treat (imitation marble, fish-nets, 
etc.) with hardening process; (si.) beat, 
thrash. Hence ~n'lNG1(l) n. 2. n. Bark 
of oak or other tree bruised & used for 
~ning hides; colour of this, yellowish- 
-brown; the bronze of sunburnt skin; the 
~ (si.), the circus, floor of riding-school; 
(also spent ~) ~ from which tannic acid 
has been extracted, used for covering 
roads etc.; ~-balls (of spent ~, used for 
fuel); ~-liquor, -ooze, -pickle, liquid used 
in ~ning; —yard, ~nery. 3. adj. Of ~ 
colour; black1 <£• ~. [(vb) late OE 
tannian, f. med. L tan(n)are f. tan{n)um; 
(n.) c. 1600, prob. f. F tan, = med. L 
tan(n)um, prob. of Celt, orig., cf. Bret. 
tann oak ] 

tan2. See tangent. 
ta'na (tah-), tdnn'a, n. Military post, 
police-station, in India; tan(n)'adar, chief 
officer of this. [f. Hiud. thdna] 

tan'ag|er, n. Kinds of Amer. birds of 
finch family & mostly of brilliant plu¬ 
mage. Hence ~mne1, ~roiD, aa. [f. 
Braz. tangara] 

Tar/agra (or tanag4), n. City of Boeotia 
in ancient Greece; (in full, ~ statuette, 
figurine) terracotta statuette found, or of 
the type found, in tombs near ~. 

tan'dem, adv., n., & a. 1. (Of horses in 
harness) one behind another; drive ~ 
(with horses so harnessed). 2. n. (Carriage 
with) horses ~; bicycle or tricycle with 
seats for two or more one behind another. 
3. adj. (Of bicycle) so arranged. [L, = at 
length (of time), used punningly] 

tang1, n., & v.t. I. Point, projection, esp. 
part of chisel etc., that goes into handle. 
2. Strong taste or flavour, characteristic 
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property, whence ~'Y2 (-ngl) a. 3. v.t. 
Furnish or affect with a [ME, f. ON 
tangi point] 

tang2, n. Kinds of seaweed. [16th c., f. 
Scand., = Norw., Da., Freroese tang, 
Icel. thang] 

tang3, v.t. &i.,&n. 1. Ring, twang, sound 
loudly, (t. & i.); induce (bees) to settle by 
striking pieces of metal together. 2. n. 
Twang, [imit. ] 

tan'gent (-j-), a. & n. 1. Meeting a line or 
surface at a point but not (when produced 
if necessary) intersecting it. 2. n. Straight 
line ~ to a curve at any point; fly, go, off 
at a ~, diverge impetuously from matter 
in hand or from normal line of thought or 
conduct; (trig., abbr. tan) ~ of an angle, 
ratio of the perpendicular subtending it 
in any right-angled triangle to the base. 
3. balance (showing weight by position 
of beam as shown on graduated arc). 
Hence tan'gENCY n., tangen'tiAL(-jSnshl) 
a., tangen'tialiY3 adv. [f. L tangere 
touch, see -ent] 

Tangerine' (-jeren), a. & n. (Native) of 
Tangier; ~ (orange), small flattened 
kind. [f. Tanger, Tangier+ 

tan'ghin (-nggin), n. Madagascar tree the 
fruit of which has poisonous kernel for¬ 
merly used in ordeals. [F, f. native lan- 
gena] 

tan'giible (-j-), a. Perceptible by touch; 
definite, clearly intelligible, not elusive or 
visionary, as ~ible advantages, scheme, 
distinction; (law) corporeal. Hence or 
cogn. ~inii/iTY, ~ibleNESS, nn., ~ibLY2 
adv. [F, or f. LL tangibilis (tangere touch, 
see -ble)] 

tangle1 (tang'gl), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Inter¬ 
twine (threads, hair, etc.), become 
involved, in confused mass; entrap, 
entangle; complicate, as a ~d affair; 
*~foot (si.), whisky or intoxicants. 2. n. 
Confused mass of intertwined threads 
etc.; confused state, as skein, business, is 
in a ~; device used in dredging for 
delicate forms of marine life. Hence 
~some, tang'lv2 (-ngg-), aa. [ME var. of 
obs. tagle, prob. of Scand. orig.; cf. Sw. 
dial, taggla disarrange; 17tli c. n. f. vb] 

tangle2 (tang'gl), n. = tang2. 

tang'5 (-ngg-), n. (pi. ~s), & v.i. A S.- 
•Amer. dance; (v.i.) dance the ~. [Sp. 1 

tan'gram (-ngg-), n. Chinese puzzle 
square cut into seven pieces to be com¬ 
bined into various figures, [orig. unkn.l 

tan'ist, n. (hist.). Successor apparent to 
Celtic cliief, usu. most vigorous adult of 
his kin. [f. Ir. tanaiste heir] 

tan'istry, n. Celtic mode of tenure ac¬ 
cording” to which a lord’s successor was 
chosen from his family by election (abol¬ 
ished in Ireland under James I). [-RY] 

tank, n. 1. Large inetal or wooden vessel 
for liquid, gas, etc.; part of locomotive 
tender containing water for boiler; (E.- 
-Ind.) storage-pond, reservoir for water. 
2. (mil.). Armoured motor vehicle mov¬ 

ing on caterpillar tracks & mounted 
with guns (~-buster, sh, aircraft with anti- 

cannon). 3. ~ drama (theatr. si.), 
sensational drama in which water is used 
for representing rescue from drowning 
etc.; ~ engine, railway engine carrying 
fuel & water receptacles on its own frame, 
not in tender, [cf. Gujerati tankh; partly 
f. Port, tangue f. L stagnum pool] 

tank'age, n. (Charge for) storage in 
tanks; cubic content of tank(s); kind 
of fertilizer got from refuse fats etc. 
[-AGE] 

tank'ard, n. Large drinking-vessel usu. 
of silver or pewter & often with cover; 
contents of, amount held by, this, as a ~ 
of ale; cool1 ~; ~ turnip, kinds with 
oblong root usu. rising high above ground. 
[ME, = (M)Du. tankaert; orig. unkn.] 

tank'er, n. Ship with tank(s) for carrying 
liquids, esp. mineral oils, in bulk; road 
vehicle with large tank for conveying 
milk etc. in bulk; aircraft for refuelling 
other aircraft in air. [-EK1 ] 

tanner1. See tan1. 
|| tann'er2, n. (sh). A sixpence, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

tann'lic, a. Of tan; ~ic acid (also ~in n.), 
astringent substance got chiefly from 
bark etc. of oak & other trees & used in 
preparing leather & writing-ink & in 
medicine. So ~ate‘(3) n. (cliem.), 
~if'ekous a., [f. tannin (F, tan + -in) + -ic ] 

tanrec. See tenrec. 
tan'sy (-zi), n. Herb with yellow flowers 

& fiuely-toothed bitter aromatic leaves 
used in medicine & cookery. [ME, f. 
OF lanesie f. med. L f. Gk athanasia im¬ 
mortality (a- not +thanatos death)] 

tan'taliz|e, -isje (-iz), v.t. Torment, tease, 
(person etc.) with hopes that seem con¬ 
tinually on point of fulfilment or with 
object almost within his grasp or with 
imperfect information etc. Hence ~a- 
tion n.,~IngLY2 adv. [f. tantalus + -ize] 

tan'talum, n. A rare white metallic ele¬ 
ment highly resistant to heat & to action 
of acids. If. foil. w. ref. to its non- 
-absorbent quality + -UM] 

Tan'talus, n. 1. (Gk myth.). Son of Zeus 
condemned in Tartarus to stand up to 
chin in water that receded whenever he 
stooped to drink. 2. (f~). Kinds of ibis; 
spirit-stand in which decanters are locked 
up but visible. 3. ~-citp, toy cup con¬ 
taining figure of man illustrating principle 
of siphon. [L, f. Gk Tanlalos] 

tantamount, a. Equivalent, as his mes¬ 
sage was ~ to a flat refusal, [orig. as vb, 
f. AF tant amunter amount to so much 
(tant f. L tantus so great)] 

tantar'a, n. Succession of notes on trum¬ 
pet or horn. [imit. ] 

tantiv'y, n., a., adv., & v.i. (arch.). 
1. Hunting cry; swift movement, gadop, 
rush. 2, adj. Swift. 3. adv. Swiftly. 
4. v.i. Hurry, rush, [peril, knit, cf hoof- 
-strokes ] 
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tdn'tra, n. Each of a class of Sanskrit 
religious works dealing chiefly with 
magic. Hence tan'trisM(3), tan'triST(2), 
nn. [Skr., = loom, groundwork, doctrine] 

tan'trum, n. Display of temper or petu¬ 
lance, as is in, went into, her~s. [18th c., 
of unkn. orig. ] 

Taoiseach (te'shakh), n. Official title of 
Prime Minister of Eire. [Ir., = chief, 
leader ] 

Taoism (tah'o-, tow-), n. Religious doc¬ 
trine of Lao-tsze, Chinese philosopher 
(c. 500 B.C.). [f. Chin, too way + -ism] 

tap1, n., & v.t. (-pp-). 1. II Cock through 
which liquid is drawn from cask or flows 
from pipe; plug used to close opening in 
cask; liquor of a particular brewing etc. 
w. ref. to quality, as an excellent ~, you 
knorv the ~ ; = ~room, as found him in the 
~; instrument for cutting threads of 
internal screws; on~, (of cask) furnished 
with ~, (of liquor) in such cask, ready to 
be drawn, also fig., II (of Treasury bills 
etc.) obtainable when & as required at a 
fixed rate; >—borer, auger for boring 
tapering hole in cask; II ~'room (in which 
liquor is sold & drunk); —root, chief 
descending root of plant. 2. v.t. Furnish 
(cask) with cock; pierce (cask etc.) to let 
out liquid, let out thus; (surg.) give vent 
to (fluid accumulated in body), operate 
thus on (person); draw sap from (tree) by 
cutting into it; penetrate to, get into 
communication with, establish trade etc. 
in, (district etc.); apply to, solicit, (person 
for); broach (subject); divert part of cur¬ 
rent from (telegraph wires etc.) to inter¬ 
cept message; make internal screw - 
-thread iu. [OE tseppa, OHG zapfo, ON 
tappi f. Gmc *tap'pon; vb f. OE tseppian] 

tap2, v.t. & i. (-pp-), & n. 1. Strike lightly, 
as ~ the door with your knuckles, pavement 
with your stick, ~pccl his forehead know- 
ingly, cause (thing) to strike lightly 
against etc., as ~ped his slick against the 
window; strike gentle blow, rap, (at door 
etc.); apply leather to (heel of shoe). 2. n. 
Light blow, rap; sound of this, as heard a 
~ at the, door; (pi.) men’s dinner-call in 
barracks, *signal on drum or trumpet for 
lights to be put out in soldiers’ quarters; 
~-dancing, stage-dancing characterized 
by rhythmical ~ping of the feet. [ME 
tappe, imit., perh. thr. F taper] 

ta'pa (tah-), n. Dark of a tree used in 
Pacific islands for clothes, mats, etc. 
[native] 

tape, n., & v.t. 1. Narrow cotton or linen 
strip used for tying up parcels & in dress¬ 
making etc. (hep ~); such strip stretched 
across racing-track between winning- 
-posts, as breast the ~, win race; narrow 
band of strong fabric rotating on pulleys 
etc. in machinery; continuous strip of 
paper in receiving instrument of record¬ 
ing telegraph; (also magnetic ~), metal 
strip or ribbon for the electromagnetic 
recording & reproduction of signals; 

tar 

= measure, ~worm. 2. ~-li,ne, -mea¬ 
sure, strip of ~ or thin flexible metal 
marked for use as measure, & often 
coiled up in cylindrical case; ~ recorder, 
apparatus for recording sounds etc. on 
magnetic ~ and afterwards reproducing 
them (~ recording, such reproduction); 

worm, kinds of —like many-jointed 
worm infesting alimentary canal of man 
& most vertebrates. Hence ~'less a. 

3. v.t. Furnish, tie up, with ~; join 
sections of (book) with bands of ~ ; have 
person (si.), have summed him up. 
[OE tseppa, -e, ME tappe, tape, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

tap'er, n., a., & v.i. & t. 1. Slender candle, 
wick coated with wax etc. 2. adj. (now 
chiefly poet, or rhet.). Growing gradually 
smaller towards one end like cone or 
pyramid, as ~ fingers, whence —xess n., 
~wise adv. 3. vb. (Often ~ off) make or 
become ~, (cause to) grow gradually less, 
as the upper part ~s or is ~ed off to a point, 
whence ~ingtY2 adv. [OE tapur, -or, -er 
wax candle; not in cogn. langg.; perh. f. 
Rom. *papyrus wick] 

tap'cstrly, n. Textile fabric in which 
woof is supplied with spindle instead of 
shuttle, wdth design formed by stitches 
across warp, used for covering walls, 
furniture, etc.; Bayeux ~y, ancient roll 
of linen representing scenes in life of Wil¬ 
liam I preserved at Bayeux; Russian ~y, 
stout linen or hemp stuff used for blinds 
etc. Hence (-)~iED2 (-rid) a. [15th c. alt. 
f. tapissery f. OF tapisserie (tapis, -ery)] 

tapioc'a, n. Starchy substance in hard 
white grains got by heating cassava & 
used for puddings etc. [Port., Sp., F, f. 
Braz. tipioca (tipi dregs, og, ok squeeze 
out)] 

tap'ir (-er), n. Hoofed swinelike mammal 
with short proboscis, allied to rhinoceros. 
Hence ~oid (-er-) a. & n. [f. Braz. tapira1 

tdp'is (-e, -is), n. (Of subject) be, come, on 
the ~ (under consideration or discussion). 
[]5th c., f. OF tapiz f. LL f. Gk tapetion 
dim. of tapes -efos] 

tapSte'ment (-tm-), n. (med.). Percussion 
as part of massage treatment. [F (tapoter 
to tap, -ment)] 

tapp'et, n. Arm, collar, cam, etc., used in 
machinery to impart intermittent mo¬ 
tion ; ~ loom (in w'hich hammers are 
worked by ~s). [app. f. tap2 -F-et1] 

II tapp'it, a. (Sc.). ~ hen; crested hen; 
large drinking vessel with knob on lid. 
[= topped p.p. of top2] 

II tap rate, n. (financ.). Current rate for 
Treasury bills etc. [f. phr. on tap1] 

tap'ster, n. Person employed at a bar to 

draw & serve liquor. [OE teeppestre, 
orig. fern, (tap1, -ster)] 

tapu. See taboo. 

tar1, n., & v.t. (-rr-). 1. Dark viscid liquid 
got by dry distillation of wood, coal, etc., 
& used as preservative of timber & iron, 
antiseptic, etc.; a touch of the ~ -brush, 
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admixture of Negro blood as shown by 
colour of skin; ~-board, stout millboard 
of ~red rope etc.; ~ macad'am, road- 
-materials of stone or slag with ~; ~- 
-sealed (New Zealand), surfaced with ~ 
macadam, so —seal n.; ~-waler, cold 
infusion of ~ used as medicine, also, tarry 
ammoniacal water obtained in gas- 
-manufacture. 2. v.t. Cover with ~; 
~ <P feather, smear with ~ & then cover 
with feathers as punishment; ~re<Z with 
the same brush or stick, having the same 
faults. [OE tee-u, MLG ter(e), ON tjara, 
f. Gmc *terwa- f. *trew- tree] 

tab2, n. (Also Jack ~) sailor, [abbr. of 
TARPAULIN ] 

ta'radiddle, tarra-, n. (colloq.). Fib, lie. 
[cf. DIDDLE] 

tar'a(-f€rn), n. Edible fern of New 
Zealand etc. LTasmanian] 

taraki'hi (tahrake'he), ter-, n. A New 
Zealand sea-fish. [Maori] 

tarantass', n. Springless four-wheeled 
Russian vehicle, [f. Russ, tarantasu] 

tarantell'a, -elle', n. (Music for) rapid 
whirling Ital. dance once held a cure 
for tarantism. [f. It. {-la) dim. as foil.] 

ta'rantism, n. Dancing mania, esp. that 
originating in S. Italy among those who 
(thought they) had been bitten by the 
tarantula, [f. It. Taranto f. L Tarentum, 
S.-ltal. town, -ism] 

taran'tulja, n. Large spider of S. Europe 
whose bite was formerly held to cause 
tarantism; other kinds of spider. Hence 
'■—ar 1 a. [f. med. L -ula. It. -ola, as prec.] 

taratan'tara (or -dntat'a), n. Sound of 
trumpet or bugle, [imit., cf. tantara] 

tarax'acum, n. Kinds of plant of aster 
family including dandelion; drug pre¬ 
pared from this. [med. L f. Arab. f. Pers. ] 

tarboosh', n. Cap like fez. [f. Arab. 
tarbush] 

tarda men'te, adv. (mus.). Slowly. [It.] 
Tdrdenois'ean (-z-), a. (archaeol.). Of the 
mesolithic period represented by remains 
in Tardenois, Aisne, France. [-EAN ] 

tatd'igrade, a. & n. (zool.). Slow-moving 
(animal). [F, or f. L tardigradus (tardus 
slow 4-gradi walk)] 

tdrd'o, a. & adv. (mus.). Slow(ly). [It.] 
tatd'ly, a. Slow-moving, slow, sluggish; 
late, coming or done late, as retribu¬ 
tion, amends, reform-, (of person etc.) 
reluctant, hanging back. Hence ~ily2 
adv., ~iness n. [f. F tardif, -ive f. Rom. 
Hardivus f. L tardus slow, see -ive] 

tare1, n. Kinds of vetch, esp. common 
vetch (in Matt. xiii. 25, 36, perh. = darnel). 
[ME, of unkn. orig. ] 

tare2, n., & v.t. 1. Allowance made for 
weight of box etc. in which goods are 
packed, as real, customary, average, ~; 
weight of motor vehicle without fuel etc.; 
~ <£• tret, arithmetical rule for computing 
~ etc.; (chem.) weight of vessel in which 
substance is weighed. 2. v.t. Ascertain 
weight of (box etc.). [15th c., f. OF, f. 

med. L tara f. Arab, farhah what is 
rejected (taratia reject)] 

targe. See foil. 
tabg'et (-g-), n. 1. Circular stuffed pad 
with concentric circles painted on surface 
as mark in archery; similar usu. rectangu¬ 
lar mark for fire-arms; anything that is 
fired at (also attrib., as ~ area)-, (fig.) 
objective, result aimed at, as export, fuel, 
savings, ~ (also attrib.); (fig.) person, 
thing, serving as mark for (scorn etc.). 
2. Circular railway signal e.g. at a switch. 
3. Neck & breast of lamb as joint. 4. (Also 
targe arch.) shield, buckler, esp. small 
round one, whence ~ed2 a. 5. ~-cord 
(coloured like ~, for keeping archer’s 
score); ~ ship, old ship used as ~. [ME, 
dim. of ME & OF targe f. OFrank. *targa 
shield, cogn. w. OE targe, -a, OHG zcirga, 
ON targa\ 

Tdrg'lum, n. Each of various ancient 
Aramaic or Chaldee paraphrases1 of the 

■e-Hebrew scriptures. Hence ~um'ic, 
‘~umis'tic, aa., ~uitiist(3) n. [Chald., 
= interpretation (targem interpret)] 

ta'riff, n., & v.t. 1. List of duties or 
customs to be paid on imports or exports; 
such duties collectively; law imposing 
these; duty on particular class of goods; 
preferential ~, reduced duties on imports 
from favoured country; retaliatory ~, 
import duties levied by a nation to 
balance foreign duties imposed on its 
exports; ~ reform (hist.), removal of 
inequalities etc. in~ (II esp. as name given 
by opponents of free trade in U.K. to 
their policy); ~ wall, '—created national 
trade barrier; list of charges, as railway, 
telegraph, II refreshment-room, ~. 2. v.t. 
Make ~ of duties on (goods); put a valua¬ 
tion on. [f. F tariff. It. tariff a arithmetic, 
rate-book, f. Arab, tar'if notification 
(’arafa notify)] 

tarl'atan, n. Thin kind of muslin, [f. F 
tarlatane earlier tarn-, prob. of Ind. orig.] 

tarm'ac, n. = TAR 1 macadam-, part of air¬ 
field surface made of ~. [abbr.; P ] 

tobn1, n. Small mountain lake. [ME 
terne f. ON *tarnu, tjgrn] 

t5bn2. [dial, form of tern1] 

•tarn'al, ’tarna'tion, aa. & adw. (si.). 
Confounded(ly). [dial. pron. of eternal; 
-ation on damnation] 

tabn'ish, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Lessen or 
destroy the lustre of, lose lustre, as has 
been ~ed by damp, will ~ if exposed, does 
not easily ~, (fig.) a ~ed reputation. 2. n. 
Loss of lustre, blemish, stain; (mineral.) 
film of colour formed on exposed surface 
of mineral, nence ~able a. [f. F ternir 
(terne dark), see -ish2] 

ta'ro (tali-), n. (pi. ~s). Kinds of tropical 
plant of arum family with root used as 
food esp. in Pacific islands, [native] 

ta'roc, -ot (-d), n. Game played with, 
each card of, a pack of 78 cards, [f. It. 
tarocchi, F tarot, of unkn. orig.] 

tdrp'an, n. AVild horse of Tartary. [native] 
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tShpaul'In, n. Waterproof cloth esp. of 
tarred canvas; sheet of this as covering; 
sailor’s tarred or oiled hat; (arch.) sailor, 
[prob. f. tar + pall 1 + -ing 1, as in netting 
etc.] 

Tdrpei'an (-pean), a. ~ rock, cliff from 
which ancient-Koman criminals were 
hurled, [f. L Tarpeius of Tarpeia (who 
was buried at foot of ~ rock) + -an ] 

tffrp'on, n. Large game-fish common on 
south coast of U.S. [so Du. tarpoen; orig. 
unkn. ] 

la'rradiddle. See tara-. 
ta'rragon, n. Plant allied to wormwood 

& used in salads & in making ~ vinegar. 
[= med. L f. Byzantine Gk f. Arab. 
torchon, perh. f. Gk drakon dragon ] 

Tarragon'a, n. Spanish wine like port. 
[~ in Spain] 

ta'rras, n. See trass. 
ta'rrock, n. Young kittiwake; common 
tern; guillemot, [orig. unkn. ] 

tdl-'ry1, a. Of, like, smeared with, tar. 
[-Y2] 

ta'rry2, v.i. & t. (now literary). Remain, 
stay, lodge, (at, in, etc.); wait (often for); 
delay to come or appear, be late; wait for. 
[ME, orig. unascert. ] 

tirs'ia, n. Kind of mosaic woodwork. [It.] 
tats'ier, n. Small large-eyed nocturnal 
lemur. [F (foil., from structure of foot)] 

tais'lus, n. (pi. ~i). 1. Collection of bones 
between lower leg & metatarsus, ankle; 
shank of bird’s leg; (entom.) terminal 
segment of limb. 2. Plate of connective 
tissue in eyelid. Hence ~al a., ~l-, ~o-, 
comb, forms, [mod. L, f. Gk tarsos flat 
of the foot] 

tSrt1, a. Sharp-tasting, acid; cutting, 
biting, as a ~ rejoinder. Hence ~'ly2 
adv., ~'ness n. [OE tearl, of unkn. orig.] 

tdit2, n., & v.t. & i. 1. II Pie containing 
fruit, as apple, cherry, ; jam ~, piece of 
pastry with jam on top. 2. (si.). Girl, 
woman, esp. of immoral character. So 
~'let n. 3. vb. ~ up, dress up like a~, 
deck gaudily; (fig.) smarten up. [ME & 
OF tarte, = med. L tarla, of unkn. orig.] 

tart'an1, n. & a. Woollen fabric with 
stripes of various colours crossing at right 
angles esp. as worn by Scottish High¬ 
landers; (other fabric) so striped, as silk 
~, ~ velvet; Scottish plaid with distinctive 
pattern of a clan. [c. 1500, perh. f. OF 
tertaine, tiretaine] 

tart'an2, n. Kind of single-masted vessel 
used in Mediterranean, [f. F tartane f. 
It. tartana] 

t^id'ar \ n. Pink or red deposit from com¬ 
pletely fermented wine, forming hard 
crust on side of cask, whence t&rta'ric, 

~ous, aa. (chem.), ~Iza'tion n., ~ize(5) 
v.t.; cream1 o/~; incrustation of saliva, 
calcium phosphate, etc., forming on the 
teeth; ~ emetic, double tartrate of potas¬ 
sium & antimony used as emetic, purga¬ 
tive, etc. [ME, f. OF txrlre f. med. L r. 
med. Gk tartaron] 

Tatt ar2, Ta tar (tah-), a. & n. 1. (Native) 
of Tartary, (member) of a group of 
peoples including Turks, Cossacks, etc., 
so Tartar'iAN a. 2. (Tar-) intractable 
or savage person (catch a ~, meet with 
person w'ho is more than a match for 
one). [ME tartre f. OF tartare or med. L 
Tartarus; in Pers. Tatar, perh. the native 
form, whence Tar-, the usu. spelling, by 
assoc. W. TARTARUS] 

tar'tar(e) sauce, n. A savoury sauce con¬ 
taining mayonnaise, chopped gherkins, 
etc. [F sauce tartare] 

Tart'arus, n. (Gk myth.). Abyss below 
Hades where Titans were confined ;_place 
of punishment in Hades. So Tdrtar'eAN 
a. [L, f. Gk Tartaros] 

tart'rate, n. Salt of tartaric acid. [f. 
TARTAR 2+-ATE1] 

Tartuf(f)|e' (-o"bf), n. Religious hypocrite. 
; Hence~'iSMn. [characterinMoliere’s~e] 
Tar'zan, n. Man of great agility and 
powerful physique, [name of a white 
man reared by African apes, in stories by 
E. R. Burroughs (d. 1950)] 

task (tah-), n., & v.t. 1. Piece of work 
imposed; lesson to be learnt at school, 
as has done his ~; a work voluntarily 
undertaken, as an arduous ~, undertook 
the ~ of classification; take person to ~, 
accuse him of fault, rebuke him for (do- 
itig); force, specially organized unit for 
a special ~; master, -mistress, one who 
imposes ~. 2. v.t. Assign ~ to; exact 
labour from, put strain upon, tax, (powers, 
intellect, etc.). [ME, f. ONF tasque = OF 
tasche f. med. L tasca, perh. metath. f. 
taxa tax ] 

Tasman'ian (-z-), a. & n. (Inhabitant) of 
Tasmania; ~ devil, dasyure peculiar to 

the island; ~ wolf, nocturnal carnivorous 
wolflike marsupial, [after Abel Tasman, 
discoverer in 1642] 

II tass1, n. (Sc.). Small draught (o/brandy 
etc.). [15th c., f. OF tasse cup f. Arab. 
tass basin] 

Tass2, n. Telegraph agency of the Soviet 
Union, [f. initials of Russian title] 

tass'el, n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. Tuft of loosely 
hanging threads or cords as ornament 
for cushion, cap, etc.; ~-like head of some 
plants, esp. staminate inflorescence at top 
of stalk of Indian corn; ribbon sewn into 
book to be used as bookmark; = torsel. 

2. v.t. Furnish with ~; remove ~s of 
(Indian corn) to strengthen plant. [ME, 
f. OF tasel, tassel, of unkn. orig.] 

taste1, v.t. & i. 1. Learn flavour of (food 
etc., or abs.) by taking it into the mouth, 
as ~ this cheese, he ~s teas (professionally) 
for Smith <£• Co. 2. Eat small portion of 
or arch, of (esp. after negative), as must 
just ~ a snack, has not ~d food for 3 days. 
3. Perceive the flavour of, as ccm~ nothing 
when you have a cold, fancy I ~ garlic. 
4. (arch.). Relish, enjoy, as cannot ~ a 
joke against himself. 5. Experience, have 
experience of, as shall not ~ (of) death. 
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has never ^d (of) success. 6. (Of food etc., 
or fig.) have a flavour of, smack of, as 
~s of mint, his writings ~ of the schools. 
Hence tast'AHLE a. [ME, = touch, taste, 
f. OF taster touch, taste, f. Rom. *tastare, 
f. *laxitare f. L taxare touch, tax] 

taste2, n. 1. Sensation excited in certain 
organs of mouth hy contact of some 
soluble things, flavour, as cannot endure 
the ~ of onions, white of egg has no ~. 
2. Sense by which tliis is perceived. 
3. (rare). Act of tasting. 4. Small portion 
(of food etc.) taken as sample (give him a 
~ of the whip, enough to show how it 
feels). 5. Liking, predilection, for, as has 
no ~ for sweet things, a ~ for drawing, 
scenery, argument, is not to my ~ (liking), 
~s differ, there is no accounting for ~s, add 
pepper etc. to ~ (to the amount desired). 
6. Faculty of discerning & enjoying 
beauty or other excellence esp. in art & 
literature, as is a man o/~, true, false, ~. 
7. Disposition or execution of work of 
art, choice of language, conduct, etc., 
dictated by or seen in the light of this 
faculty, as composed in admirable ~, the 
remark was in bad [ME, f. OF tast, f. 
taster, as prec. ] 

taste'ful (-tf-), a. (Of person, work of art, 
etc.) having, showing, done in, good taste. 
Hence ~i,y2 adv., ~ness n. [-ful] 

taste'less (-tl-), a. Having no flavour; 
insipid; lacking the physical sense of 
taste; lacking artistic taste; (of language, 
conduct, etc.) not in good taste. Henco 
~ly2 adv., ~NESS n. [-LESS] 

tas'ter, n. In vbl senses, esp.: person 
employed to judge of teas, wines, etc., 
hy taste; (fig.) publisher’s reader; (hist.) 
person employed to taste food before it 
was touched by his employer; small cup 
used by wine-~; instrument for extract¬ 
ing small cylindrical sample from a 
cheese, [-er1] 

tas't|y, a. (colloq.). Savoury, of pleasant 
flavour; (now vulg.; of dress, decoration, 
etc.) in good taste. Hence~iLY2adv. [-v2 J 

tat1, v.i. & t. (-tt-). Do tatting; make by 
tatting, [orig. unkn.] 

tat2, tatt'oo1, nn. (Anglo-Ind.). Pony, 
[f. Hind. taffu1 

ta-ta (tatab/), int. Good-bye. 
Tatar. See tartar2. 
Tate Gall'ery, n. London public gallery 
with permanent exhibition of pictures & 
sculpture hy British & modern foreign 
artists. [Sir H. Tate, donor (d. 1899)] 

tatou (tah'too), n. An armadillo. [Braz.] 
tatt'er, n. Rag, torn piece, of cloth, paper, 
etc. (usu. in pi.); ~demal'1on, ragged 
person. Hence~ed2 (-erd)~Y2, aa. [ME, 
of Scand. orig.; cf. ON tQlurr (f. *taturr), 
pi. tQtrar rags] 

Tatt'ersall’s (-z), n. (Used for) head¬ 
quarters of horse-dealing & betting 
rendezvous (knows his ~ better than his 
Greek Testament). [R. Tattersall, founder 
of firm (d. 1795)] 

tatt'ing, n. Kind of knotted work used 
for trimmings etc. [orig. unkn. ] 

tat'tle, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Prattle, chatter, 
gossip, whence tatt'lingLY2 adv.; utter 
(words) idly. 2. n. Trivial talk. [knit.; 
cf. MFlem. tatelen, LG taieln, tateln 
gabble, cackle] 

tatt'ler, n. 1. Prattler, gossip, (arch. 
Taller, periodical of Steele & Addison). 
2. Sandpiper, [f. prec. + -ER1] 

tattoo1 (tjstob'), n., & v.i. 1. Beat of 
drum, or bugle-call, at 10 p.m. recalling 
soldiers to quarters, elaboration of this 
with music & marching as entertainment; 
be it the devil’s ~, drum idly with fingers 
etc. 2. v.i. Rap quickly & repeatedly, 
beat the devil’s ~. [17th c. tap-too f. Du. 
taptoe, lit. ‘ close the tap ’ (of the cask)] 

tattoo2 (tatdo'), v.t., & n. 1. Mark (skin 
etc.) with indelible patterns hy inserting 
pigments in punctures. 2. n. Such mark, 
[(n. f. vb) f. Tahitian tatau n.] 

tatt'y1, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Matting of 
cuscus-grass hung & kept wet to cool & 
perfume the air. [f. Hind, fatti wicker 
frame ] 

tatt'ly2, a. (orig. dial.). Ragged, shabby; 
fussily ornate. So ^ily2 adv., ~iness n. 
[app. rel. to OE tseitec rag, tatter] 

tan (taw, tow), n. Greek letter (T, t) = t; 
kinds of fish etc. marked with or suggest¬ 
ing this; (attrib.) T-shaped, as ~ cross. 
[Gk] 

taught. See teach. 

taunt1, v.t., & n. 1. Reproach, upbraid, 
(person etc. with conduct etc.) contemptu¬ 
ously, whence ~'ingLY2 adv. 2. n. Con¬ 
temptuous reproach, object of tins, as 
endured the ~s of, became a ~ to, his 
neighbours. [16th c., in phr. taunt pour 
(for) taunt f. F tant pour tant tit for tat, 
hence, smart rejoinder; hence vb] 

II taunt2, a. (naut.). (Of mast) tall. [16th 
c., of unkn. orig.; cf. obs. alaunl adv. 
■with all sails set] 

taur' ine, a. Bull-like, bovine, so ~Iform 

a.; of the zodiacal sign Taurus, [f. L 
taurinus (taurus bull, see -ine1)] 

taurom'achy (-kl), n. Bull-fight(ing). 
[f. Gk tauromakhia (tauros bull + makhe 
fight)] 

Taur'us, n. Zodiacal constellation, the 
Bull; second sign of zodiac. [L, = bull] 

taut, a. (naut.). (Of rope) tight, not slack; 
(of vessel etc.) in good order or condition. 
Hence ~'en6 v.t. & i., ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness 

n. [ME togt, perh. alt. f. ligt (tight) after 
togen drawn, p.p. of obs. tee (OE teon) 
draw] 

taut|o-, comb, form of Gk tauto = to auto, 
the same, as: ~'ochrdne (-k-) [f. Gk 
khronos time], curve on which body 
starting from state of rest under gravity 
will reach lowest point in same time from 
whatever point.it starts, so ~6ch'ronism 
(-k-) n., ~dch’ronous (-k-) a.; ~Crph’ony, 
repetition of same sound, 

tautol'ogly, n. Saying of the same thing 
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twice over in different words (e.g. arrived 
one after the other in succession). Hence 
tautolo'gic(AL) aa., tautolo'gicalLY2 
adv., —ist(1) n., —ize(2) v.i. [f. LL f. Gk 
tauto(login -logy)] 

tav'ern, n. Public house for supply of 
food & drink. [ME, f. OF taoerne f. L 
taberna liut, tavern ] 

taw1, v.t. Make (hide) into leather with¬ 
out use of tannin, esp. by soaking in 
solution of alum & salt. Hence —'er1, 
—'EF.Y(3), nn. [OE tawian, MDu., MLG 
touwen, OHG zouwen f. Gmc *taw-, 
*tdw-, (cf. Goth, taujan do, make)] 

taw2, n. Game at marbles; limit line in 
playing marbles; a marble, [c. 1700; of 
unkn. orig. ] 

tawd'rly, a. & n. 1. Showy but worthless, 
gaudy, having too much or ill-judged 
ornament, whence —ily2 adv., —iness n. 
2. n. Cheap or excessive or tasteless finery, 
[as n., short for tawdry lace, orig. St 
Audrey’s lace, f. Audrey = Elheldrida, 
patron saint of Ely] 

tawn'ly, a. Brownish-yellow, tan-coloured. 
Hence —iness n. [ME, f. AF taune, OF 
lane f. tan tan1] 

|| taws(e) (-'/■-), n. sing, or pi. (Sc.). Slit 
thong for chastising children, [app. pi. 
of obs. law tawed leather, see taw 1 ] 

tax1, v.t. Impose tax on (subjects, citi¬ 
zens, etc., commodity, land, etc.), so 
—a'tion n.; (N.T.) register (person) for 
purpose of imposing tribute; make 
demands upon, demand exertion from, 
(person’s resources, powers, ingenuity, 
etc.); cannot — my memory, cannot under¬ 
take to recollect the facts wanted; (law) 
examine & (dis)allow items of (costs etc.); 
|| —ed (also —-) cart, two-wheeled cart 
usu. for agricultural or trade purposes 
on which only reduced duty (& later 
none) was charged; charge (person with 
fault, with doing); W^ing-master, law- 
-court official who —es costs. Hence 
—aim/iTY, —'ableNESs, nn., —'able a., 
~'abLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF taxer f. L 
taxare censure, charge, compute, cf. 
TASK, TASTE 1 ] 

tax2, n. Contribution levied ou persons, 
property, or business, for support of 
government, as pirect2, indirect, capi¬ 
tation, INCOME, poll-, PURCHASE1, — ; strain, 
heavy demand, (up)on (person, his energies 
etc.); || ■—cart, see prec.; —collector, 
official who collects —es; farmer, one 
who buys from government the right to 
collect certain —es; —-/ree, exempt from 
—es; —-gatherer, = -—collector-, —'payer. 
Hence —'less a. [ME, f. prec.] 

tax'i, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Motor-cab plying 
for hire & fitted with taximeter (also —- 
-cab), other motor-car of similar pattern; 
— -man, driver of —. 2. vb. Go or convey 
in —; (aeron., of aircraft or pilot) go along 
ground or water under machine’s own 
power before or after flying, [abbr. taxi¬ 
meter] 

tax'idermly, n. Art of preparing & 
mounting skins of animals in lifelike 
manner. Hence taxid^rm'AL, taxi- 
dffrm'ic, aa., —ist(3) n. [f. taxis + derm] 

taxim'eter, n. Automatic device fitted to 
cab & indicating fare due at any moment, 
[f. F taximUre (taxe tariff, tax2, -meter)] 

tax'in, n. Resinous substance from yew 
leaves, [f. L teams yew + -in ] 

tax'is, n. (Surg.) manual pressure applied 
to restore parts to their place; (Gk ant.) 
various divisions of troops; (zool.) 
classification; (gram., rhet.) arrange¬ 
ment. [Gk, f. tasso arrange] 

taxlon'omy, n. (nat. hist.). (Principles of) 
classification. Hence or cogn. —ot/ogy, 
—6n'omrsT(3), nn., —onom'ic(AL) aa., 
—Onom'icalLY2 adv. [f. F taxonomie 
(T \xis + Gk -nomia distribution ] 

taesa (taht'su), n. Saucer-shaped cup esp. 
one mounted on a foot. [It. ] 

tchick, n., & v.i. (Make) sound produced 
by pressing tongue against roof of mouth 
& quickly withdrawing it, esp. as used in 
urging horse, [imit.] 

te. See si. 
tea, n., & v.i. & t. 1. (Also ~-plant) shrub 
or small tree of camellia family grown in 
China, India, etc.; leaves of this dried & 
prepared for use (black, green, —, prepared 
by different processes; bohea, congou, 
souchong, pekoe, etc., —, kinds of black, 
hyson, gunpowder, etc., —, kinds of green; 
tile —, in brick form). 2. Infusion or 
decoction of —-leaves as beverage; in¬ 
fusion etc. of leaves of other plants or of 
other substance, as beef, camomile, —. 

3. Light afternoon meal with —; (also 
high —, meat —) solid evening meal with 
—. 4. —-caddy; II— -cake, kinds of cake 
or bun eaten toasted or otherwise at —; 
~-chest, light lead-lined wooden box in 
which — is exported; <—cloth (for —table 
or -tray, also drying-cloth for cups etc.); 
—'cup, cup in which — is drunk (storm in 
a ~cup, commotion in circumscribed 
circle or about trivial matter), (as 
measure, also —' cupful) gill; — -fight 
(colloq.), —party; —-garden (in which — 
is served to the public); —-proton., woman’s 
loose gown worn at — etc.; — -house (in 
which — etc. is served in China & Japan); 
—-kettle (used in making —); — -leaf, leaf 
of — esp. (pi.) after infusion or soaking, 
used in sweeping floors; —party (at 
which — is served); —1'pot, vessel in which 
— is made; —-rose, kinds with scent com¬ 
pared to that of — ; — -service, -set, — pot, 
cups, etc., used in serving —; —-spoon; 

'—table (often attrib., as —tabic con¬ 
versation)- —-things, =— -set-, ~-iray 
(on which—-set is used or carried); —-urn, 
for boiling or holding water for —. 5. vb. 
Take —, as we — at 4; give — to (person). 
[17th c. lay, tee, prob. f. Du. thee f. Chin. 
(Amoy dial.) t‘e, = Mandarin dial, ch’a] 

teach, v.t. & i. (taught pr. tawt). 1. Enable 
or cause (person etc. to do) by instruction 
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& training, as ~ him to swim, dog ivas 
taught to beg, misfortune has taught him 
to be thankful for small mercies, this 
(punishment) will ~ you to speak the truth, 
(colloq.) I mil ~ him (not) to meddle in my 
affairs. 2. Give lessons at school or else¬ 
where in or on (subject, game, instrument, 
etc., to person, or w. double object), as 
taught him Greek, ~es Greek for a living, 
~es the violin, ~ me bridge, was never 
taught music, music was never taught to a 
more unwilling pupil, it is lime the boy was 
taught something; *~ school, be a ~er in a 
school. 3. Give instruction to, educate; 
(intr.) be a ~er. 4. Explain, show, state 
by way of instruction, (fact etc., how, 
that, etc., to person or w. double obj.), as 
taught that we must forgive our enemies, I 
was taught that two sides of a triangle were 
greater than the third, was taught otherwise, 
was never taught this, who taught you that? 
Hence ~'er1, ~'ersmp, nn. [OE twc(e)an 
f. Gmc *taikjan, f. *taik- token] 

teach'|able, a. Apt to learn, docile; 
(of subject etc.) that can be taught. 
Hence ~aBiL'iTY, ~ableNESs, nn. [-able] 

teach'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp. what is 
taught, doctrines, as the ~s of the Church. 
[ME; -ing1] 

teak, n. (E.-Ind. tree with) heavy durable 
timber that does not warp or shrink or 
corrode iron, much used in shipbuilding, 
[f. Port, teca f. Malayalam tekka] 

teal, n. (pi. same). Kinds of small fresh¬ 
water duck. [ME tele (WG *taili), cf. 
MDu. teling] 

team, n., & v.t. 1. Two or more beasts 
of burden harnessed together, whence 
~,wise adv.; set of players on one side in 
some games e.g. football; set of persons 
working together; ~-work, combined 
effort, organized co-operation. 2. v.t. 
Harness (horses etc.) in ~; give out (work) 
to contractor who employs ~ of workmen, 
whence ~'ing1 n. [OE team family, off¬ 
spring, corresp. to OS tom, OHG zoum, 
ON taumr, f. Gmc *taumaz prob. f. *taug- 
cogn. w. L ducere, cf. tow1] 

team'ster, n. Driver of a team, [-ster] 

teap'oy, n. Small three- or four-legged 
table esp. for tea. [f. Hind, tin three + 
Pers. pde foot; sense & spelling influenced 
by tea] 

tear1 (tar), v.t. & i. (tore, torn), & n. 1. Pull 
apart, rend, lacerate, as tore up the letter, 
has torn his coat, ~ it in half, in two, 
in pieces, torn to pieces by a tiger, (fig.) 
country was torn by factions, heart torn 
by conflicting emotions; make (hole, rent) 
thus; ~ it (si.), spoil one’s chances, foil 
one's plans, put the lid on (that's torn it); 
pull violently (lit. & fig.), as tore down 
the notice, ~ out a page, ~ off the cover, 
tree torn up by the roots, was torn (forcibly 
parted) from her parents, babe torn from the 
breast, could not ~ myself (make up my 
mind to go) away; pull violently at, as 
tore at the cover of the parcel; ~ one’s hair, 

technic 

pull it in anger or perplexity or despair; 
lend itself to ~ing, as ~s easily, will not 
~. 2. Run or walk hurriedly or impetu¬ 
ously, as tore down the hill, was simply 
~ing. 3. ~’away, (adj.) impetuous, (n.) 
street ruffian. 4. n. Rent in cloth etc. 
[OE teran, OHG zeran, Goth, gatairan 
f. Gmc_*feran, cogn. w. Gk dero flay] 

tear2 (ter), n. (Also ~-drop) drop of saline 
liquid ordinarily serving to moisten & 
wash the eye but falling from it as result 
of grief or other emotion or of coughing 
or laughter, as the ~s fell down her cheeks, 
wept bitter ~s of remorse, laughed till the 
~s came, ~s were her only argument, a '— 
-stained face, found her in ~s (weeping); 
~like thing, e.g. drop of fluid, solid drop 
of resin etc.; ~s of strong wine, drops 
forming on inside of partly-filled glass 
of port etc.; crocodile ; ~-pas, lach¬ 
rymatory poison gas used in warfare; 
~-jerker n. (colloq.), song, story, film, 
etc. calculated to evoke sadness or sym¬ 
pathy; ~-jerking a.; — (= lachryma¬ 
tory) shell. [OE tear, OIIG zahar, ON 
tar, Goth, tagr, cogn. w. L lacrima (OL 
dac-), Gk dakru] 

tear'ful (ter-), a. Shedding tears, so tear! 
less a.; (of event, news, etc.) mournful, 
sad. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [-fcl] 

tear'lng (tar-), a. In vbl senses (tear1), 
also, violent, overwhelming (~ pace, rage). 
[-ING2] 

teas|e (-z), v.t., & n. 1. Assail playfully 
or maliciously, vex, with jests, questions, 
or petty annoyances, whence ~'ingLY2 
(-z-) adv.; importune (person for thing, 
to do); pick into separate fibres, comb, 
card, (wool, flax, etc.); dress (cloth etc.) 
with teasels. 2. n. Person given to ~ing. 
[OE teesan = MDu. tezen, MLG tesen, 
OHG zeisan f. WG *taisjati] 

teas'el (-z-), -zel, -zle, n., & v.t. 1. Kinds 
of plant with large prickly heads used 
in dressing cloth; such head; machine 
substituted for ~s. 2. v.t. Dress (cloth) 
with ~s, whence ~er1 (-zel-), teaz'ler, 
nn. [OE tses(e)l (as prec. +-LE)] 

teas'er (-z-), n. In vbl senses, esp.: teasing 
person; (colloq.) difficult question or 
problem or task, thing hard to deal with. 
[-ER1] 

teat, n. Mammary nipple through which 
milk passes, pap of woman, dug of beast. 
Hence (-)~ed2, ~'like, aa. [ME fete, 
telte f. OF tele, replacing OE til(t), mod. 
dial, tit] 

tec, n. (si.). Detective (novel), [abbr. ] 
techne'tium (t&kne'shm), n. (chem.). 
Artificially produced radio-active metal¬ 
lic element, [f. Gk teknetos artificial f. 
tekhne art, + -IUM] 

tech'nic (-k-), a. & n. 1. adj. (rare). = foil. 
2. n. = technique; (usu. pi.) doctrine of 
arts in general; (pi.) technical terms, 
details, methods, etc. Hence techni'ciAN 
(tSkni'skn) n., person skilled in the 
tcchniquo of a particular craft, or in ~s 
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generally, ~ist n. [f. L f. Gk tekhnikos 
(tekhne art, see -ic) ] 

tech'nical (-k-), a. Of or in a particular 
art, science, handicraft, etc., as ~ terms, 
skill, difficulty; of, for, in, the mechanical 
arts, as ~ education, school; legally such, 
in the eyes of the law, as ~ assault. 
Hence ~ly 2 adv., ~ness n. [-Al ] 

technical'itly (-k-), n. Technicalness, 
technical expression, distinction, etc., as 
legal ~ies. [-ity] 

Technicolor (tCk'nikulcr), n. (cinemat.). 
Process of colour photography in which 
the colours are separately but simultane¬ 
ously recorded & then transferred to a 
single positive print; (fig.) vivid colour, 
artificial brilliance. Hence ~kd2 (-erd) a. 
[P; f. TECHNICAL) + COLOUR] 

technique (t<5Prick'), n. Mode of artistic 
execution in music, painting, etc.; mecha¬ 
nical skill in art. [F, as TECHNIC] 

technoc'racy (-k-), n. Organization and 
management of a country’s industrial re¬ 
sources by technical experts for the good 
of the whole community. Hence tech'no- 
crat (-k-) n., advocate of this. [f. Gk 
tekhne art + -CRACY] 

technol'ogly (-k-), n. Science of the 
industrial arts; ethnological study of 
development of arts. Hence techno- 
lo'giCAL a., ~ist n. [f. Gk tekhndlogia 
(tekhne art, -logy)] 

techy. See tetchy. 
tectol'ogy, n. Structural morphology, 
i.e. that which treats an organism as 
composed of organic individuals. Hence 
tectolo'giCAL a. [f. G tektologie, f. Gk 
tekton carpenter + -logy ] 

tecton'ic, a. & n. 1. Of building or con¬ 
struction; (geol.) due to a change in 
structural conditions caused by deforma¬ 
tion. 2. n. pi. Whole art of producing 
useful & beautiful buildings, furniture, 
vessels, etc. [f. LL f. Gk tektonikos (tekton 
-onos carpenter, see -ic) ] 

tectdr'ial, a. Forming a covering, esp. ~ 
membrane (of ear), [f. L tectorius (as foil., 
see -ORY) +-AL] 

tectri'ces (-z), n. pi. (ornith.). Covering 
feathers of wings & tail. [f. L tegere tect- 
cover, -TRix] 

ted, v.t. (-dd-). Turn over & spread out 
(grass, hay) to dry. Hence ~d,ER1(l, 2) n. 
[ME, f. ON tethja spread manure, rel. to 
OHG zelten; cf. tod1] 

Tedd'y, n. Pet-form of Christian name 
Edward-, (colloq., also ~ or t~ boy) youth 
affecting a style of dress held to be 
characteristic of reign of Edward VII 
(1901-10); ~ girl, female counterpart in 
behaviour but not dress. 

Tedd'y bear (bar), n. Child’s toy bear 
(named after Theodore Roosevelt, d. 1919). 

Te DS'urn, n. (Music for) hymn beginning 
~ laudamus, ‘ Thee, God, we praise ’, 
sung at morning service, or on special 
occasions as thanksgiving; sing ~, (fig.) 
exult, triumph. [L ] 

ted'ious, a. Wearisome, irksome, tire¬ 
some. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, 
f. LL taediosus (as foil., see -ous)] 

ted'ium, n. Tediousness. [f. L taedium 
f. taedere to weary] 

tee \ n. Letter T; T-shaped thing esp. 
pipe. 

tee2, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Mark aimed at in 
quoits, bowls, curling. 2. (golf). Cleared 
space from which the ball is struck at 
beginning of play for each hole (also 
~ing-ground); small pile of sand or small 
appliance of wood, rubber, etc. on which 
ball is placed before being struck. 3. v.t. 
Place (ball) on ~; (v.i.) ~ off, start from 
~, (fig.) start, begin, [f. (17th c.) teaz, of 
unkn. orig. ] 

tee3, n. Umbrella-shaped usu. gilded 
ornament crowning tope or pagoda, [f. 
Burm. h’ti umbrella] 

teem1, v.t. & i. || (Arch.) bear (offspring); 
be prolific, be stocked to overflowing 
with, as forests ~ with snakes, book 
with blunders; be abundant, as fish ~ in 
these waters. [OE tieman etc., f. *taumjan 
f. Gmc *taumaz team] 

teem2, v.t. (dial., tech.). Empty, dis¬ 
charge, pour out, (vessel, cart, coal, 
molten metal, etc.). Hence ~'er1 n. [ME 
teme f. ON tcema (tomr adj. empty)] 

II teen, n. (arch.). Grief; trouble; harm. 
[OE teona, OS tiono, ON tjon] 

-teen, an inflected form of ten (OE 
- *tiene, -tyne, -tene) added to the numerals 
3 to 9 to form the names of those from 
13 to 19. 

teens (-z), n. pi. (Also *teen age, years) 
years of one’s age from 13 to 19, esp. in 
one’s ~; *teen-age a., in the ~; teen-ager, 
person of this age. 

teeny. See tiny. 
teet'er, v.i.,&n. (U.S. & dial.). 1. Seesaw; 
move unsteadily. 2. n. A seesaw, [var. 
of dial, titter totter] 

teeth. See tooth. 
teethe (-dh), v.i. Grow or cut teeth. Hence 
teeth'iNG1 (-dh-) n. [f. prec.] 

teetot'al, a. Of, advocating, total absti¬ 
nence from intoxicants, as ~ meeting, 
■pledge, whence ~ISM n.; (colloq.) total, 
entire, whence ~ly2 adv. [redupl. of 
total; from about 1833 ] 

teetot'aller, n. Total abstainer, [-er1] 
teetot'um, n. Children’s four-sided top 
with sides lettered to determine gain or 
loss of the spinner; any top spun with the 
fingers (like a ~, spinning), [f. T (the 
letter on one side) + L totum the whole 
(stakes), for which it stood] 

teg, n. Sheep in its second year. [16th c., 
perh. Scand.; cf. OSw. takka ewe] 

teg'ul|ar, a. Of or like tiles. Hence or 
cogn. ~ariY2 adv., ~ated [-ate2] a. [f. 
L tegula tile (tegere cover) +-ar1] 

teg'ument, n. Natural covering of (part 
of) animal body. Hence ~al, ~ary1, aa., 
(-Cn-). [f. L tegumentum (tegere cover, see 
-MENT)] 
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tehee', n., & v.i. 1. Restrained or con¬ 
temptuous laugh. 2. v.i. Laugh thus, 
titter, [imit. ] 

Te'Ian, Te'an, a. Of (the poet Anacreon 
born at) Teos. [f. L Teius (L f. Gk Teds) 
+ -AN] 

II teind (tend), n. (Sc.). Tithe. [ME lende, 
= TENPt] 

teknon'ym|y, n. (anthrop.). Practice of 
naming parent from child. So ~ous a. 
[f. Gk teknon child + -onumos -named 
jf-Y1] 

telaesth|es'ia, n. (psych.). Direct percep¬ 
tion of distant occurrences or objects not 
effected by the recognized senses. Hence 
~et'ic a. [mod. L, f. tele-, Gk aisthesis 
perception, & -ia1] 

tel'amon, n. (archit.; pi. ~es pr. -on'ez). 
Male fig-ure as bearing pillar (cf. caryatid). 

[L, f. Gk Telamon mythol. person ] 
telaut'olgraph (-ahf), n. Telegraph that 
reproduces writing etc. So —gram (5) n. 
[f. tele-+ autograph, after telegraph] 

tele-, comb, form of Gk tele- far, esp. in 
names of instruments producing or re¬ 
cording results etc. at a distance, as 
~bardm'eter, ~thermdm’eter; (also) abbr. 
for television, as til'ecast n., television 
broadcast programme or item, also as 
v.t.; t&l'ecaster, television broadcaster; 
tSTefilm, cinema film transmitted by 
television; ~g£n'ic, suitable for being 
televised; ~promp’ter, electronic device 
that slowly unrolls (television) speaker’s 
text, in large print, outside the sight of 
the audience; ~record’ v.t., record (item or 
progTamme to be televised); •-’record’ingn. 

telecommumca'tion, n. Communication 
at a distance, as by cable, telegraph, 
telephone, or radio; (also, freq. in pi.) 
means or channel of so communicating 
(also attrib.). [tele-] 

tel'edu (-do), n. Stinking badger of Java 
and Sumatra, [native] 

teleg'ony, n. (biol.). Supposed influence 
of previous sire seen in subsequent sire’s 
progeny by same mother. Hence tele- 
gon'ic a. [f. tele- +Gk -gonia begetting] 

tel'egram, n. Telegraphic message. 
[-GRAM] 

tel'egraph1 (-ahf), n. 1. Apparatus for 
transmitting messages or signals to a 
distance esp. by electrical impulses. 
2. Semaphore. 3. (In titles of newspapers) 
Daily J’~ etc. 4. ~ (-board), board on 
which numbers of horses running in race, 
cricket scores, etc., are put up so as to be 
visible at distance; —key, device for mak¬ 
ing and breaking electric circuit of ~; 
—line, -pole or -post, -wire (used in 
forming telegraphic connexion); —plant, 
E.-Ind. plant whose leaves have spon¬ 
taneous jerking motion, [f. F Ulegraphe 
(TELE-, -GRAPH)] 

tel'egraph3 (-ahf), v.t. & i. Send (message 
to person, or abs.) by telegraph, ns ~ 
the news to your father, ~ me the result, ~ 
to him to come, that ive cannot come; make 

teleprinter 
signals (to person to do, that, etc.), [f. 
prec. ] 

teleg'raph|er (or tSl'I-), n. Person skilled 
or employed in telegraphy. So ~ist n. 
[-ER1 ] 

telegraphese' (-z), n. & a. (In) the el¬ 
liptical style usual in telegrams, [-ese] 

telegraph'|ic, a. Of telegraphs or tele¬ 
grams ; of ~ic brevity, economically 
worded, with unessential words omitted; 
~ic address, abbreviated or other regis¬ 
tered address for use in telegrams. Hence 
~ICALLY adv. [-IC] 

teleg'raphy, n. Art of constructing, prac¬ 
tice of communicating by, telegraph; 
wireless ~, transmission of signals through 
space by means of electromagnetic waves. 
[-Y1] 

telekines'is, n. (psych.). Movement at a 
distance from the motive cause or agent 
without material connexion, [mod. L, f. 
tele- + Gk kinesis motion (kined move)] 

tel'emark, n. Expert swing turn in skiing 
used to change direction or to stop short, 
[f. 2’~, district in Norway] 

telemeclian'ics (-k-), n. pi. Art of trans¬ 
mitting power by radio, & so controlling 
machinery from a distance, [tele-] 

tel'emeter, v.i. & t. Record readings of 
an instrument at a distance usu. by 
means of radio devices; (freq. ~ back) 
transmit (readings etc.) to a distant 
receiving set or station. Hence ~iod 1 a., 
■—ING1 n., teleM'ETRY n. [TELE-] 

teleol'ogly, n. Doctrine of final causes, 
view that developments are due to the 
purpose or design that is served by them. 
So teleol5'gic(AL) aa., teleolS'gicalLY3 
adv.,'—'ISM, ~ist, nn. [f. mod. L teleologia 
f. Gk telos -eos end + -logy ] 

Tel6osaur'us (-sdr-), n. Genus of fossil 
crocodiles. [f. Gk teleos complete + 
sauros lizard] 

telsp'athly, n. Action of one mind on 
another at a distance through emotional 
influence without communication through 
senses. Hence telepath'ic a., tele- 
path'iCALLY adv., ~ist(2) n., ~ize(1, 2) 

V.t. & i. [TELE-+-PATHY] 
telephone, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Apparatus 
for transmitting sound esp. speech to a 
distance by wire or cord, esp. by means 
of electricity; the ~, system of communi¬ 
cation by a network of ~s (on the ~, 
having an instrument connected with 
this, also, by use of or while using the ~). 
2. vb. Send (message etc.), speak (to 
person) by ~. Hence telephdn'ic a., 
telephon'iCALLY adv., teleph'oniST(3), 
teleph'onY1 n. [f. TELE- + Gk phone 
sound] 

teleiphotography, n. Photographing of 
distant objects by means of a combina¬ 
tion of telescope & ordinary photographic 
lens. So ~photograph'ic a. [tele- ] 

teleprinter, n. Telegraph instrument 
for transmitting messages by typing over 
the telephone exchange system, [tele-] 
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tel'ergy, n. (psych.)- Force conceived as 
operating on the brain in telepathy. 
[tele- + (en)ergy] 

tel'escope, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Instrument 
for making distant objects appear nearer 
& larger, whence teles'copiST(3), teles¬ 
copy1, nn. 2. vb. Press, drive, (sections 
of tube, colliding trains, etc.) together so 
that one slides into another like sections 
of small ~; close, be driven, be capable 
of closing, thus. [17th c., f. It. telescopio 
or mod. L -ium (tele-, -scope)] 

telescop'|ic, a. Of, made with, a telescope, 
as ~£e observations; visible only through 
telescope, as ~ie stars; consisting of sec¬ 
tions that telescope, as ~ic funnel (of 
steamer), so ~iform a. Hence ~ically 

adv. [-ic] 
television (-zhn), n. A system employing 

photo-electrical & wireless processes by 
means of which an actual or recorded 
scene may be reproduced at a distance on 
a screen; vision of distant objects ob¬ 
tained thus. Hence tePeviewer (-vuer) 
n., one who uses a ~ receiver, tel'evise 
(-z) v.t. &i., transmit by~, be suitable 
for ~ (the play televised well), [tele- ] 

tel'ex, T~, n. System of telegraphy in 
which printed signals or messages are 
exchanged by teleprinters connected to 
public telecommunication network, [f. 
teleprinter + exchange] 

tell, v.t. & i. (told). 1. Relate in spoken or 
written words, as ~ me a tale, a story. 
2. Make known, divulge, state, express in 
words, as ~ me what you want, ~ me all 
about it, will ~ you a secret, ~ it not in 
Gath (let this news not reach & gladden 
the enemy, usu. joe. w. ref. to 2 Sam. i. 
20), ~ that to the (horse 1-)marines, told 
him my candid opinion, ~ me your name, 
~ tales (out of school), cannot ~ you how 
glad I ivas, ~ fortunes. 3. Utter, as you 
told me a lie, a story1, are you ~ing the 
truth? 4. Give information or description, 
as told me of or about his difficulties, he 
told of foreign lands, that ~s a tale (is 
significant, reveals something); (childish) 
don’t ~ on (inform against) me. 5. Decide, 
determine, as how do you ~ which button 
to press?, you never can~ (appearances & 
probabilities are deceptive). 6. Distin¬ 
guish, as cannot ~ them apart, him from his 
brother. 7. Assure, as I can ~ you, it is 
not so easy. 8. Produce marked effect, as 
every blow ~s, strain begins to ~ on him, 
whence ~'ing2 a., ~'ingLY2 adv. 
9. Count (votes esp. in House of Com¬ 
mons, one’s bead's; we were IS men all 
told; ~ a hundred; ~s over his money every 
night). 10. Direct (person) to do some¬ 
thing (~ him to wait for me). 11. 
person good-bye, say good-bye to; ~ off, 
count off, detach, for duty, as 6 of us 
were, I was, told off to get fuel, || (si.) ~ 
(person) home truths, recite misdoings 
of; ~ the tale (si.), pitch a pitiful yarn 
to evoke sympathy; the world. 

announce openly, assert emphatically; 
you’re ~ing me! (si.), I am fully aware of 
that. Hence ~'able a. [OE tellan, OS 
tellian, OHG zellen, ON lelja f. Gmc 
*taljan f. *talo tale ] 

tell'er, n. In vbl senses, esp.: any of four 
persons appointed (two for each side) 
to count votes in House of Commons; 
person appointed to receive or pay out 
money in bank etc. Hence ~SHlPn. [ME; 
-ER1] 

tell'tale, n. One who tells about another’s 
private affairs, tattler; (fig.) thing, 
circumstance, that reveals person’s 
thoughts, conduct, etc., esp. attrib., as~ 
blushes, face, the ~ clay on his shoes; 
kinds of mechanical device for recording 
person’s attendance at specified time 
etc., giving warning that cistern is full, 
etc.; (naut.) index near wheel to show 
position of tiller, (a.lso~ compass) compass 
hung usu. in captain’s cabin for checking 
ship’s course. 

tellur'|ian, a. (Inhabitant) of the earth. 
So ~al a. [as foil. + -ian] 

tellur'ion, n. Instrument for illustrating 
succession of day & night & changes of 
seasons, [f. L lellus -uris earth] 

tell|ur'ium, n. (chem.). A rare brittle 
silver-white metallic element. Hence 
~'urATE1(3), ~[uret, ~'uriDE, nn., 
~'urettED1, ~ur'ic, ~'urous, aa. [as 
prec. + -ium] 

tell'y, n. (si.). Television, [abbr.] 
te'Iotype, n. Printing electric telegraph; 
telegram so printed, [tele-, -o-, type] 

tel'pher, a. Serving to transport (esp. 
goods) by electric locomotion, as ~ line. 
Hence ~age(1, 2) n. [for tele-(phore)] 

tel'son, n. Last joint in abdomen of 
Crustacea. [Gk, = limit] 

tem'enos, n. (Gk ant.; pi. -ns). Sacred en¬ 
closure, temple precinct. [Gk (temno cut) ] 

temerar'ious, a. (literary). Reckless, 
rash. [f. L temerarius (temere rashly) + 
-ous] 

teme'rity, n. Rashness, [f. L temeritas 
(temere at random, rashly, see -ty) ] 

t£mp., abbr. (now usu. as playful ped¬ 
antry) of L tempore in the time of, as 
~ Henry I. 

Tempe'an, a.. Of or like Tempe, beautiful 
vale in Thessaly celebrated by Gk & L 
poets, [-an] 

tem'per1, v.t. & i. 1. Prepare (clay etc.) 
by moistening, mixing, & kneading. 
2. Bring (metal, esp. steel), (of metal) 
come, to proper hardness & elasticity by 
successive heating & cooling. 3. Modify, 
mitigate, (justice etc.) by blending with 
(mercy etc.); moderate, restrain, tone 
down. 4. (mus.). Tune, modulate, (piano, 
organ) in particular temperament. Hence 
~able, ~ativE, aa., ~f,r' n. [OE tem- 
prian f. L lemperare, in ME reinforced by 
OF temprer; cf. tamper] 

tem'per2, n. 1. Mixture, esp. suitable 
combination of ingredients (of mortar 
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etc.); resulting condition or consistence. 
2. Condition of metal as to hardness & 
elasticity. 3. Habitual or temporary 
disposition of mind, as was of a saturnine, 
frigid, fiery, placid, ~, persons of con¬ 
genial ~, found him in a good ~ (not 
irritable or angry), in a bad ~ (peevish, 
angry); irritation, anger, as fit of ~, what 
a ~ tie is in !, naughty ~ !; show~, be petu¬ 
lant ; lose one’s ~, become angry; keep, 
control, one’s ~, not lose it; out of ~, 
angry. Hence (-)~ed2 (-erd) a., (-)~edLY2 
adv. [ME tempre, f. prec. ] 

tem'pera, n. = distemper3. [It.] 
tem'perament, n. 1. Individual charac¬ 
ter of one’s physical organization perma¬ 
nently affecting the manner of acting, 
feeling, & thinking, as a nervous ~, the 
artistic ~; sanguine, lymphatic or phleg¬ 
matic, choleric or bilious, melancholic or 
atrabilious, ~ (formerly attributed to 
predominance of blood, lymph, yellow 
bile, black bile). 2. (mus.). Adjustment 
of tuning of piano etc. so as to fit the scale 
for all keys, esp. equal ~, in which the 
12 semitones are at equal intervals. 
Hence ~al (-6n-) a. (in n. senses, & csp., 
of persons, liable to peculiar moods). 
[ME, f. L tempcramentum (as temper1, see 
-KENT)] 

tem'perance, n. Moderation, self- 
-restraint, in speech, conduct, etc., esp. 
in eating & drinking; moderation in use 
of, total abstinence from, alcoholic 
liquors as beverages; ~ hotel (not supply¬ 
ing alcoholic drinks); ~ movement, society, 
league (for restriction or abolition of use 
of alcoholic drinks). [ME, f. AF (-aunce), 
f. L tamperantia (as temper1, see -ance)] 

tem'perate, a. Moderate ; self-restrained; 
abstemious; of mild temperature, as 
north, south, ~ zone (between tropic of 
Cancer & arctic circle, Capricorn & ant¬ 
arctic). Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, 
f. L TEMPER 1atuS, -ATE2] 

tem'perature, n. Degree or intensity of 
sensible heat of a body or of the atmo¬ 
sphere esp. as shown by thermometer, as 
high, low, (rued.) internal heat of the 
body (normal ~ in man, 98.4° F.; take 
one’s ~, ascertain his variation from this 
in illness etc.); (colloq.) body ~ above 
normal; absolute zero of ~; ~ curve 
(showing variations of ~). [F, or f. L 
temperatura (as temper1, see -ure)] 

tern'pest, n. Violent storm of wind often 
with rain, snow, etc.; (fig.) violent tumult 
or agitation. [ME, f. OF tempeste f. Rom. 
*tempesta = class. L lempeslas (tempus 
time)] 

tempes'tuous, a. (Of weather, time, etc., 
and fig. of person or mood) stormy, 
violent. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. 
LL tcmpcstuosus (prec., -ous)] 

tem'plar, n. 1. (T~) member of religious 
military order (Knights T~s) for protec¬ 
tion of pilgrims to Holy Land, suppressed 
in 1312. 2. Lawyer, law student, with 

chambers in the Temple. 3. Good T~s, 
temperance society. [ME, f. AF tempter, 
OF -ier, — med. L -arius (temple1, 

-ary1)] 

template. See templet. 

tem'ple1, n. 1. Edifice dedicated to 
service of (esp. ancient Greek, Roman, 
Egyptian) god. 2. Any of three successive 
religious edifices of the Jews in Jerusalem. 
3. Place of Christian public worship, esp. 
Protestant church in France; (fig.) place 
in which God resides (1 Cor. vi. 19). 
4. Inner, Middle, T~, two inns of Court 
on site of the T~ (establishment of 
Knights Templars) in London; T~ Bar, 
gateway (removed 1879) that marked the 
westward limit of the City Corporation’s 
jurisdiction, at junction of Fleet Street & 
StrandinLondon. [OE temp(e)l, reinforced 
in ME by OF temple, f. L templum] 

tem'ple2, n. Flat part of either side of 
head between forehead & ear. [ME, f. 
OF, f. Rom. *temp(u)la, f. L tempora pi., 
in same sense ] 

tem'ple3, n. Device in loom for keeping 
cloth stretched. [15th c., OF, perh. orig. 
same wd as prec.] 

tem'plet, -ate, n. Pattern, gauge, usu. 
thin board or metal plate, used as guide 
in cutting or drilling metal, stone, wood, 
etc.; timber or plate used to distribute 
weight in wall or under beam etc.; wedge 
for building-block under ship’s keel; 
= prec. [prob. f. prec. +-et] 

tSm'po, n. (mus. pi. -pi pr. -pe). Time, 
rapidity of movement; (fig.) rate of 
motion or activity (the ~ of the war is 
quickening); characteristic style of move¬ 
ment, as ~ di menuetto. [It. ] 

tem'poral, a. & n. 1. Of this life, secular, 
esp. opp. to spiritual, as~ affairs, interests, 
whence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n.; || ~ lords, 
peers of realm, cf. spiritual ; ~ power, of 
ecclesiastic esp. Pope in ~ matters. 2. Of 
or in or denoting time (~ & spatial, of 
time & space; ~ conjunctions, when etc.). 
3. Of the temple(s) of the head, as ~ 
artery, bone. 4. n. ~ bone. [ME, f. OF, 
f. L temporalis (tempus -oris, see temper1, 

TEMPLE2 +-AL)] 
temporal'ity, n. A secular possession, 
esp. properties & revenues of religious 
corporation or ecclesiastic (usu. pi.); 
(law) temporariness. [ME, f. LL tem- 
poralitas (as prec., see -TY)] 

tem'poralty, n. The laity; = prec. (1st 
sense). [ME,app.f. AF *temporelte = OF 
temporalite as prec. ] 

tem'porarly, a. &n. Lasting, meant, only 
for a time, as ~y buildings, relief, posses¬ 
sion, office; (n.) person employed ~-ily. 
Hence ~ily2 adv., ~Iness n. [f. L 
temporarius (tempus -oris time, see -ary1)] 

tem'poriz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.i. Pursue 
indecisive or time-serving policy; avoid 
committing oneself, act so as to gain time; 
comply temporarily with requirements 
of occasion. Hence ~a'tion, ~er1, nn., 
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—ingLY2 adv. [f. F tem.poriser f. med. L 
temvorizare (tem-pus -oris time, -ize) ] 

tem'poro-, comb, form of L tempora 
temples of head, as ~fa'cial, of temporal 
& facial regions. 

tempt, v.t. (Arch., bibl.) test, try the 
resolution of, as God did — Abraham-, 
entice, incite esp. to sin, (to do, to action 
esp. evil one); I am —ed (strongly dis¬ 
posed) to question this-, allure, attract, 
whence —'ingLY2 adv.; (arch., bibl.) 
provoke, defy, as shalt not — the Lord. 
Hence or cogn. —aBiL'lTY n., —'able a. 
[ME, f. OF tenter, tempter, f. L templare, 
tentare handle, test, try] 

tempta'tion, n. Tempting or being 
tempted (the T—, see Matt, iv); incitement 
esp. to sin; thing that attracts, attractive 
course. [ME, f. OF iemptacioun f. L 
temptationem (prec., -ation)] 

temp'tjer, n. One who tempts; the T~er, 
the devil. So —rESS1 n. [ME, f. OF 
tempteor, -eur, f. L temptalorem (as prec., 
see -or)] 

ten, a. & n. One more than nine, 10, X; 
(as round number) ~ times as easy, — to 
one he forgets it; hart of —; upper ~; 
—'penny nail-, *~’pins, ninepins; — 
poun'der (hist.), person having vote in 
parhamentary election by occupation of 
property of rental value of £10. Hence 
—'fold a. & adv., —th2 a. & n., —th'LY2 

adv. [OE tien, OS tehan, OHO zehan, ON 
tiu, Goth, taihun f. Gmc *taihan, -un 
cogn. w. L decern] 

ten'able, a. That can be maintained or 
defended against attack, as a — position, 
fortress, theory, (of office etc.) that can be 
held for specified time, by person, etc. 
Hence tenaisiL'iTY, —ness, nm [F (tenir 
hold f. L tenere, see -able)] 

ten'ace (-Is), n. (cards). (Holding of) two 
cards, one nest above, the other next 
below, the opponents’ highest of the suit 
(major, minor, —, variations of this vari¬ 
ously defined). [F, f. Sp. tenaza lit. pincers ] 

tena'cious (-shns), a. Holding- fast; keep¬ 
ing firm hold (of property, rights, prin¬ 
ciples, etc.); (of memory) retentive; 
adhesive, sticky; strongly cohesive. Henco 
or cogn. —ly2 adv., —ness, tena'ciTY, nn. 
[f. L tenax (tenere hold, see -acious)] 

tenac'ulum, n. (pi. -la). Surgeon’s sharp 
hook for picking up arteries etc. [L, = 
holding instrument (tenere hold)] 

ten'ant, n., & v.t. 1. One who occupies 
land or tenement under a landlord; (law) 
person holding real property by private 
ownership, also defendant in real action; 
occupant (of any place); — farmer (culti¬ 
vating farm he does not own); |] — right, 
right of — to continue tenancy, as long 
as he pays rent & acts properly, without 
injurious increase of rent, & to receive 
compensation from landlord if turned 
off. 2. v.t. Occupy as — (esp. in p.p.). 
Hence or cogn. ten'ANCY n., —less a. 
[ME, f. OF, f. L tenere hold, see -ANT] 

ten'antable, a. Fit to be occupied by a 
tenant, [-able] 

ten'antry, n. Tenants. [-RY] 

tench, n. A European freshwater fish of 
carp family. [ME, f. OF tenche f. LL 
tinea] 

tend *, v.i. Be moving, be directed, hold a 
course, lit. & fig., as —s in our direction, 
downwards, this way, towards the coast, to 
the same conclusion-, be apt or inclined, 
serve, conduce, (to action, quality, etc., 
to do). [ME, f. OF tendre stretch f. L 
tendere tens- or tent-] 

tend2, v.t. & i. Take care of, look after, 
(flocks, invalid, machine); wait upon-, 
(naut.) watch (ship at anchor) so as to 
keep turns out of her cable. So ten'd- 
ANCF, n. (arch.). [ME, aphetic f. attend] 

ten'dency, n. Bent, leaning, inclination, 
(towards, to, thing, to do), [f. med. L 
tendentia (as tend1, see -ance)] 

tendentious (-shits), a. (derog.). (Of 
writing etc.) having an underlying pur¬ 
pose, calculated to advance a cause, [f. 
G lendenzids (tendency, -ous)] 

ten'der1, n. In vbl senses of tend2 ; also: 
vessel attending larger one to supply her 
wdth stores, convey orders, etc.; carriage 
attached to locomotive & carrying fuel, 
water, etc.; small water reservoir fixed 
to mop etc. [-ER1] 

ten'der2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Offer, present, 
give in, (one’s services, resignation, etc.); 
offer (money etc.) as payment; make a — 
(for supply of thing or execution of wTork). 
2. n. Offer, esp. offer in writing to execute 
work or supply goods at fixed price, as 
are open to receive —s for; plea of — (that 
defendant has always been ready to 
satisfy plaintiff’s claim & now' brings the 
sum into court); legal —, currency that 
cannot legally be refused in payment of 
debt, as silver is not legal — above 40s. 
[f. OF tendre (tend1); for -er cf. render 

& -ER 4 ] 
ten'der3, a. (—est). 1. Soft, not tough or 
hard, as — steak-, easily touched or 
wounded, susceptible to pain or grief, as 
a — heart, conscie-nce, place (in body); 
delicate, fragile, (lit., & fig. of reputation 
etc.; of ~ age, immature, young); loving, 
affectionate, fond, as — parents, wrote — 
verses; solicitous, considerate, (of one’s 
honour, good name, etc.); afraid of (doing 
-wrong thing); requiring careful handling, 
ticklish, as a — subject. 2. ~-eyed, having 
gentle eyes, weak-eyed; —/oof (chiefly 
U.S. si.), new-comer in bush etc., novice; 
—-hearted, having — heart, so — -heart’edly 
adv., — -heart'edness n.; *—loin, undercut 
of sirloin, (T— loin) amusements district of 
New York & other cities. Hence —ly2 
adv., —ness n. [ME, f. OF tendre f. L 
tener] 

ten'don, n. Strong band or cord of tissue 
forming termination or connexion of 
fleshy part of muscle; — of Achilles 
(akil'ez; L tendo Achillis), — connecting 
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heel (where alone Achilles was vulnerable) 
with calf. So ten'dinous a. [F, orf. med. 
L tendo -inis f. LL f. Gk tenon w. assim. to 
lendere stretch ] 

ten'dril, n. Slender leafless plant-organ 
attaching itself to another body for sup¬ 
port. Hence~lED2 (-Id) a. [16th c., prob. 
f. obs. F tendrillon, f. obs. tendron young 
shoot] 

tSn'ebrae, n. pi. (R.-C. Ch.). Matins & 
lauds for last three days of Holy Week, 
at which candles are successively extin¬ 
guished. [L, = darkness] 

tenebrif'ic, a. Making darkness, as ~ 
stars (believed to cause night), [f. prec., 
see -fic] 

ten'ebrous, a. (arch.). Dark, gloomy. 
[ME, f. OF tenebrus f. L tenebrosus 
(TENEBRAE, -OUS)] 

ten'ement, n. Piece of land held by an 
owner; (law) any kind of permanent 
property, e.g. lands, rents, peerage, held 
of a superior, so ~ary1 (-mCn-) a.; dwell¬ 
ing-house ; set of apartments used by one 
family (—house, containing ~s). lienee 
*—'AL (-m6n-)a. [ME, f. AF, OF, f. med. L 
tenementum (tenere hold, see -ment) ] 

tenes'mus (-z-), n. (path.). Continual 
inclination to void the bowels or bladder 
accompanied by painful straining. [L, f. 
Gk tenesmos straining (teino stretch)] 

ten'et, n. Principle, dogma, doctrine, of a 
person or school. [L, = he holds; formerly 
also tenenl, — they hold] 

tenn'er, n. (colloq.). || Ten-pound, *ten- 
-dollar, note, [-er1] 

tenn'is, n. Game for 2, 3, or 4 persons 
played by striking ball with rackets over 
net stretched across walled court; = 
lawn ~; ~ arm, elbow, affection of arm 
caused by ~; ~-ball, -court (for ~). [c. 
1400 tenetz, tenes, app. f. OF tenez ‘ take, 
receive called by server to his opponent ] 

ten'on, n., & v.t. 1. End of piece of wood 
fitted for insertion into corresponding 
cavity (csp. mortise) in another piece; 
-—saw (small, with strong brass or steel 
back, for fine work). 2. v.t. Cut into a~, 
join by means of whence ~ER1 (1, 2) n. 
[ME, f. OF, f. tenir hold f. L tenere] 

ten'or, n. 1. Settled or prevailing course 
or direction, esp. fig. of one’s life, way, 
etc.; general purport, drift, (of speech, 
writing, etc.); (law) true intent, (also) 
exact copy. 2. (inns.). (Music for, singer 
with) highest ordinary adult male voice, 
between baritone & alto (often attrib., as 
~ voice); instrument, esp. viola, of which 
range is roughly that of ~ voice; ~ bell 
(largest of peal or set). So~ist(3) n. (mus.). 
[ME, f. OF tenor, -our f. L tenorem (nom. 
-or) f. tenere hold, see -OR] 

tenot'omy, n. Tendon-cutting, esp. as 
remedy for club-foot. [f. F -mie, irreg. f. 
Gk tenon -ontos tendon, see -tomy] 

ten'rec, tan-, n. Hedgehog-like tailless 
insectivorous mammal of Madagascar. 
[F (tan-), f. Malagasy i(r)dndraka] 

tense1, n. (gram.). Form taken by verb 
to indicate the time (also continuance or 
completeness) of the action etc., as pre¬ 
sent, future, past, (im)perfecl, pluperfect, 
aorist, ~, primary, historic, ~s; set of such 
forms for the various persons and num¬ 
bers; sequence of ~s. Hence ~'less a. 
[ME, f. OF tens f. L tempus time] 

tense2, a., & v.t. & i. 1. (Of cord, mem¬ 
brane, nerve, fig. of mind, emotion) 
stretched tight, strained to stiffness. 
2. vb. Make or become ~. Hence ~'ly2 

adv., ~'ness, ten'sny, nn. [f. L lensus, 
p.p. of lendere stretch (tend1)] 

ten'sile, a. Of tension, as ~ force; capable 
of being drawn out or stretched, whence 
or cogn. tensiciL'iTY, tensil'iTY, nn., 
ten'siBLE a. [as prec., see -il] 

ten'sion (-shn), n., & v.t. 1. Stretching, 
being stretched; tenseness; mental 
strain or excitement; strained (political, 
social,etc.) state; (mech.)stress by which 
bar, cord, etc. is pulled when it is part of 
a system in equilibrium or motion; ex¬ 
pansive force of gas or vapour; electro¬ 
motive force. 2. v.t. Subject to ~. Hence 
~al a. [f. F tension or L tensio (tend1, 

-ion)] 

ten'son, -zon, n. Contest in verse between 
troubadours; subdivision of poem com¬ 
posed for this. [F tension, = Prov. lenso, 
as prec. ] 

ten'sor, n. (anat.). Muscle that tightens 
or stretches a part. [mod. L, as tend1, 

see -OR] 
tent1, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Portable shelter of 
canvas, cloth, etc., supported by pole(s) 
& stretched by cords secured to ~-pegs 
driven into ground; bell ~, circular ~ 
with one pole in middle; (photog., also 
dark ~) portable dark room for outdoor 
use. 2. ~-6cd (with a ~like canopy); ~- 
-fly, piece of canvas stretched over ridge 
pole of ~ leaving open space but keeping 
oif sun & rain; —pegging, cavalry exer¬ 
cise in which rider tries at full gallop to 
carry off on point of lance —peg fixed 
in ground; —stitch, series of parallel 
diagonal stitches suggesting ~. 3. vb. 
Cover (as) with ~; encamp in [ME 
& OP’ tente f. Rom. *tenta neut. pi. p.p. as 
TEND1] 

tent2, n., & v.t. 1. Piece, bunch, roll, of 
linen etc. inserted into wound or natural 
opening to keep it open. 2. v.t. Keep 
open thus. [ME, f. OF tente f. tenter 
probe, as tempt] 

tent3, n. Deep red wine chiefly from 
Spain, usod esp. as sacramental wine. [f. 
Sp. Unto deep-coloured f. L as tinge] 

ten'tacl|e, n. Feeler, long slender flexible 
process or appendage of animal, used for 
exploration, prehension, or locomotion; 
(hot.) sensitive hair or filament. Henco 
~ed2 (-Id), tentac'ulAR1, tentac'ulATE2, 
-ated, tentac'uliFORM, tentaculi'GEROUs, 
aa. [f. mod. L lentaculum, f. tentare — 
lemptare (temtt) + -culum -cure] 
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tentative, a. & n. 1. Done by way of 
trial, experimental. 2. n. Experimental 
proposal or theory. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[f. med. L tentativus (as tempt, see -rvE)] 

ten'ter1, n. Person in charge of some¬ 
thing, II esp. of machinery in factory, [f. 
obs. & Sc. tent var. of tend2 + -ER1] 

ten'ter2, n. Machine for stretching cloth 
to set or dry; ~(Aoofc), each of the hooks 
that hold the cloth; be on ~hooks or 
(arch.) on the ~s (in state of suspense 
or mental torment). [ME, f. AF *tentur, 
f. med. L tentorium f. tent- tend1, see 
-ER2, -OR] 

ten'uis, n. (pi. -es pr. -ez). Hard or surd 
mute (k, p, t), cf. media. [L, = thin] 

tenu'ity, n. Slenderness; (of air, fluid) 
rarity, thinness; (of style) simplicity, 
absence of grandeur, [f. L te.nuitas (as 
prec., see -ty)] 

ten'uous, a. (rare). Thin, slender, small; 
(of distinctions etc.) subtle, over-refined, 
[f. L TENUIS+ -OUS] 

ten'ure (-yer), n. Kind of right or title 
by which (esp. real) property is held, as 
allodial, feudal, ~, military ~ (involving 
military service); (period of) holding, 
possession, enjoyment, as during his ~ 
of office, holds life on a precarious ~; 
(liist.) ~-horn, -sword (produced on cer¬ 
tain occasions as evidence of ~ of est ates). 
[ME, f. OF (tenir hold f. L lenere, see 
-URE)] 

tenu'to (-do-), a. (mus.). Sustained, given 
its full time value (cf. staccato). [It., = 
held] 

teocdll'f, n. Temple of Mex. & other 
Amer. aborigines, usu. on truncated 
pyramid. [Mex. (teotl god + calli house); 
also tcopan] 

tcp'ee, teep'ee, n. Conical tent or lodge 
of the American Indians, formerly made 
of skins, now of cloth or canvas, [native 
name ] 

tep'e|fy, v.t. & i. Make, become, tepid. 
Hence ~eac'tion n. [f. L tepefacere (as 
tepid, see -FY) ] 

teph'Igram, n. (meteorol.). Diagram 
showing state of atmosphere at different 
levels in terms of temperature & entropy, 
[f. symbol t for temperature + symbol phi 
for entropy + -gram ] 

teph'rite, n. Kinds of modern volcanic 
rock. [f. Gk lephra ashes, -ite1] 

tep'id, a. Slightly warm, lukewarm (lit. 
& fig.). Hence or cogn. tepid'iTY, ~ness, 

nn., ~ly2 adv. [f. L tepidus (tepere be 
lukewarm, see -ID1)] 

t&pfdar'luin, n. (Rom. ant.; pi. -aria). 
Intermediate room of moderate tempera¬ 
ture in Roman baths; boiler for heating 
hot bath. [L (as prec., see -arium)] 

ter, adv. Three times (esp. mus. & med.). 
[L] 

-ter. See -ther. 

terai' (-ri), n. Wide-brimmed felt hat, 
often with double crown, worn by white 
men in sub-tropical regions, [f. T~, belt 

term 

of marshy jungle between Himalayan 
foot-hills and plains] 

tS'raph, n. (bibl.; only in pi. ~fm, used as 
sing, or collective sing.). Small image(s) 
as domestic oracle of ancient Hebrews. 
[Heb.] 

teratlo-, comb, form of Gk teras -atos 
monster, as: ~ogffn’ic a., ~6'geny n., (of) 
production of monstrosities; ~6l'ogy, 
dealing in the marvellous, (biol.) study 
of animal or vegetable monstrosities, so 
~ol6'gical a., ~<51'ogist n. 

terce. See tierce. 

tdr'cel, tier'cel, n. Male falcon. [ME, f. 
OF tercel etc., f. Rom. *tertiolus dun. of 
L tertivs third] 

tercen'tenary (or -enten-), -tenn'ial, aa. 
& nn. Of 300 years; (n.) 300th anniver¬ 

sary. [ter ] 
tSr'cet, n. (Mus.; pros., also tiercel) = 
triplet, [f. It. terzetto (terzo third f. L 

tertius)] 
te'rebene, n. A hydrocarbon prepared by 
treating oil of turpentine with sulphuric 
acid, used as disinfectant etc. [f. foil. + 
-ene] 

te'reblnth, n. Turpentine-tree, yielding 
Chian turpentine; oil of ~, oil of turpen¬ 
tine. [ME, f. OF therebinlhe or L f. Gk 
terebinthos ] 

terebin'thine, a. Of the terebinth; of 
turpentine, so tereb'ic a. [f. L f. Gk 
terebinthinos (as prec., see -ine2)] 

te'rebr|a, n. (pi. ~ae). Boring ovipositor 
of some insects. Hence ~ATE2(2) a. [L, 
= borer] 

tered'o, n. (pi. ~s). Ship-worm, mollusc 
that bores ships etc. [L, f. Gk teredon 
(teiro rub)] 

tdrg'al, a. Of the back, dorsal, [f. L 
tergum back +-al] 

tdrgem'inate, a. (bot.). (Of leaf) having 
at base a pair of leaflets & forking with a 
pair on each branch, [f. L ter(geminus 
born together)+-ate2] 

t€r'givers|ate, v.i. Turn one’s back on 
oneself, turn one’s coat, apostatize, 
change one’s party or principles; make 
conflicting statements. So ~a'tion, — 
atOR, nn. [f. L tergiversari turn one’s 
back (tergum back + vers- f. verlere turn), 
see -ate3] 

term \ n. I. (arch.). Boundary, limit, esp. 
of time, as set a ~ to his encroachments, 
awaited the ~ of his existence, whence 
' ''less a. (poet., rliet.). 2. Limited period, 
as for a~ of 5 years, his~ of office expired. 
3. (Uniw., school, law) period during 
which instruction is given j| or court holds 
sessions, as Michaelmas, Hilary, Easter, 
Trinity, ~ (w. ref. to administration of 
justice, now sittings), will end it next ~, 
during ~ (-time), || eat one’s ~s. 4. Ap¬ 
pointed day, || esp. quarter1-day. 5. 

(law). (Also ~ of or for years) estate or 
interest in land to be enjoyed for fixed 
period. 6. (math.). Antecedent or con¬ 
sequent of ratio, part of expression joined 
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to the rest by + or - (e.g. 3ax*-b+cz 
has three ~s). 7. (log.). Word(s) that may 
bo subject or predicate of a proposition, 
as major2, minor, middle1, ~. 8. Word 
used to express a definite conception esp. 
in particular branch of study etc., as 
technical, scientific, law, ~, in ~s o/(in the 
language peculiar to), contradiction in 
~s, set (definite) ~s. 9. pi. Language 
employed, mode of expression, as in the 
most flattering ~s. 10. pi. Conditions, as 
cannot accept his ~s, do it on your men ~s; 
esp. charge, price, as his ~.s are 2 guineas 
a lesson, inclusive ~s ; come to ~s, yield, 
give way, (also make ~s) conclude agree¬ 
ment (with); bring person to ~,s, cause 
him to accept conditions; ~s of reference, 
points referred to an individual or body 
of persons for decision or report, scope of 
an inquiry; ~.s of trade, ratio between 
prices paid for imports and received for 
exports. 11. pi. Relation, footing, as am 
on good, bad, familiar, ~s with him, are 
not on speaking ~s. [f. ME & OF terme f. 
L TERMINUS ] 

tdrm2, v.t. Denominate, call, as the music 
~cd plain-song, I forget how or what he 

it, this he ~ed sheer robbery, [f. prec. ] 
t^bm'agant, n. &a. 1. (hist.; T~). Imagi¬ 
nary Mohammedan deity of turbulent 
character, often appearing in morality 
plays. 2. Brawling woman, shrew, scold. 
3. adj. Boisterous, turbulent, shrewish, 
whence term'agANCY n.,~LY2 adv. [ME 
Tervagant f. OF Tervagan, proper name in 
Chanson de Roland] 

t(Srm';nable, a. That may be terminated; 
coming to an end after certain time, as ~ 
annuity. Hence ~ness n. [f. obs. termine 
terminate, see -able; cf. LL -abilis] 

t&’m'inal, a. & n. 1. Of, forming, a limit 
or terminus, as ~ station; (math.) ~ value, 
most concise form of an expression; 
(bot.) borne at end of stem etc.; (zool. 
etc.) ending a series, as ~ joints; of, done 
etc., each term, as ~ accounts, subscrip¬ 
tion; ~ (terminus) figure. 2. n. Termi¬ 
nating thing, extremity, esp. point of 
connexion in electric circuit; railway or 
airway terminus. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L 
terminalis (terminus, see -al)] 

tfifm'injate1, v.t. & i. Bound, limit; 
bring, come, to an end; (of word) end in 
(such letters or syllable). Hence or cogn. 
~ativeLY2 adv. [f. L terminare(termin'us), 

see -ate3] 
t€irn'inate2, a. Coming to an end, 
bounded, as a ~ decimal, [as prec., see 
-ATE2] 

tdrmina'tion, n. (In vbl senses, see 
terminate1, & esp.) word’s final syllable 
or letter or group of letters esp. as an 
element in inflexion or derivation; put 
a ~ to, bring to a ~, make an end of. 
Hence ~al a. (gram.). [ME, f. OF, or L 
terminatio (terminate1, -ation)] 

tffrm'inator, n. Person, thing, that ter¬ 
minates ; dividing line between light & 
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dark part of heavenly body. [f. termin¬ 
ate1 + -or; cf. LL terminator] 

tdrm'iner. See oyer. 
t€rm'in|ism, n. Doctrine that everyone 
has limited term for repentance; = 
nominalism. So ~ist n. [f. terminus 
4--ism] 

t6rmin|61'ogy, n. Science of proper use 
of terms; terms used in an art etc. Hence 
~olo'giCAL a. (~ological inexactitude, joc., 
he), ~olo'gicalLY2 adv. [f. terminus 
+ -L0GY] 

t^rm'inus, n. (pi. -uses, -i). 1. (Now rare) 
final point, goal. 2. II Station at end of 
railway or bus route. 3. (Rom. ant., 
T~) god of boundaries. 4. Figure of 
human bust ending in square pillar. 
5. ~ ad quern, d quo, terminating, starting - 
-point (of argument, policy, period, etc.). 
[L terminus end, limit, boundary] 

t^rmitar'Ium, tSrm'itary, nn. Nest of, 
cage for, termites, [f. foil. + -arium, -ary1] 

tdrm'ite, n. Social insect, chiefly tropical 
& very destructive to timber, pop. but 
erron. called white ant. [f. LL termes -itis 
alt. f. tarmes after terere rub, bore] 

tdrm'ly, a. & adv. (rare). (Occurring, 
paid, etc.) by the term, terminal(ly). 
[-LY1] 

term'or, n. (law). One who holds lands 
etc. for a term of years, or for life. [ME, 
f. AF termer (term, see -er2, -or)] 

tdrn \ tdrn, n. Kinds of sea-bird like gull 
but usu. smaller & with long forked tail, 
[of Scand. orig., cf. Da. terne, Sw. tdrna 
f. ON therna] 

tern2, n. & a. 1. Set of three, esp. three 
lottery numbers that when drawn to¬ 
gether win large prize; such prize. 2. adj. 
= ternate. [f. F terne, L terni] 

t€rn'|ary, a. Composed of three, so ~al 
a.; (math.) having three variables, [f. L 
ternarius (L terni three each, see -ary1)] 

tern'ate (or -at), a. Arranged in threes, 
esp. (hot., of leaves) having three leaflets, 
whorled in threes. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[mod. L ternatus (as prec., -ate2)] 

tdrne, n. (Usu. —plate) inferior tin plate 
alloyed with much lead. [prob. f. F 
terne dull, see tarnish] 

T£rpsich'ore (-ko-), n. The muse1 of 
dancing. Hence Terpsichore'AN (-ko-) 
a. [Gk (-khore)] 

tS'rra, n. Earth (in various L & It. phrr.); 
~ edrios'a, tripoli, rotten-stone; terras 
fil'ius, son of the soil, humbly-born per¬ 
son; ~ firm’a, dry land; ~ incog'nita 
(In-k-), unknown region; ~ Japdn'ica, 
gambier [orig. thought to be earth from 
Japan]; ~ nera (nar'a), pigment used by 
ancient artists [It., = black earth]; ~ 
verde (var'da), greeu earth used as pig¬ 
ment [It.]. [L] 

te'rrace, n., & v.t. 1. Raised level space, 
natural or artificial; (geol.) raised beach. 
2. II Row of housing along top or face of 
slope, row of contiguous houses; ~-house, 
one of row of houses joined by party- 
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-walls. 3. v.t. Form into, furnish with, ~; 
~d roof, flat roof of an Indian or Eastern 
house. [F, f. Rom. *terracea (prec., 
-ACEOUS)] 

terracott'a, n. Hard pottery used as 
ornamental building-material & in sta¬ 
tuary (often attrib.); statue, figurine, of 
this; (a. & n.) its brownish-red colour. 
[It., = baked earth] 

terrain', n. A tract of land as regarded 
by the physical geographer or the tacti¬ 
cian. [F, f. Rom. *terranum,i.ljterrenum 
TERRENE] 

terramare' (-ahr, -ar), n. Kinds of earthy 
deposit containing bones, phosphates, 
etc., & useful as fertilizer; S.-Europ. pre¬ 
historic deposit like kitchen midden. [F, 
f. dial. It. terra (mara = mama marl) ] 

terran'eous, a. (bot.). Growing on land. 
[f. L -terraneus (terra, -aneous)] 

te'rrapin, n. Kinds of freshwater tortoise, 
esp. salt-marsh ~ (also diamond-back), 
kind valued as food. [Algonquin, dim. of 
torope, turupe] 

terra'queous, a. (Of the earth) comprising 
both land & water, [terra, aqua, -eous] 

terrene', a. Of earth, earthy; terrestrial. 
[ME, f. AF, f. L terrenus (terra)] 

terreplein (tar'plan), n. (fortif.). Surface 
of rampart behind parapet, where guns 
are mounted. [F (terre earth + plain f. L 
planus full); orig. sense talus] 

terres'trial, a. & n. 1. Of the earth, esp. 
opp. to celestial, as the ~ seasons, the ~ 
globe, the earth, a ~ globe (representing 
earth), ~ magnetism ; of this world, world¬ 
ly, as ~ aims, interests-, of land opp. to 
water; (zool.) living on the ground, opp. 
to aquatic, arboreal, aerial. 2. n. Inhabi¬ 
tant of earth. Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. 
L terreslris (TERRA) + -AL ] 

te'rret, -it, n. Each of loops or rings on 
harness-pad for driving-reins to pass 
through. [15th c. var. of (now dial.) 
torret, turret, f. OF toret dim. of tour] 

te'rrible, a. Exciting or fit to excite 
terror, awful, dreadful, formidable; 
(colloq.) excessive, as a ~ bore\ (colloq.) 
incompetent; enfant terrible. Hence 
~ness n., te'rriblY2 adv. (esp., si., very). 
[ME, f. F, f. L lerribilis (terrere frighten, 
see -ble)] 

terric'olous, a. Living on or in the earth, 
esp. of the Terricolae, group of annelids 
including earthworm. [f. L terricola 
(terra + colere inhabit) + -bus ] 

te'rrier1, n. 1. Kinds of active & hardy 
dog with digging propensity; black-<£■ -tan, 
bull1, fox1, ~, short-haired kinds; 
Cairn, Irish, Scotch, Skye, Yorkshire, ~, 
rough-haired kinds; Maltese, toy, ~, small 
toy kinds. 2. (colloq.). || Member of 
Territorial Army. [ME, f. OF (chien) 
terrier ( — burrow) f. med. L terrarius, 
-ium (TERRA, -F.R2 (2)) ] 

te'rrier2, n. Book recording site, bound¬ 
aries, etc., of land of private persons 
or corporations; (hist.) collection of 

acknowledgements of vassals or tenants 
of a lordship. [ME, f. OF (as prec.) = 
rent-roll, = med. L terrarius (liber book)] 

terrlf'lic, a. Causing terror, terrible. 
Hence ~ically adv. [f. L terrificus (terrere 
frighten, see -fic)] 

te'rrify, v.t. Fill with terror, frighten. 
[f. L terriftcare (as prec., see -fy)] 

terri'genous, a. Produced by the earth, 
as ~ deposits; ~ metals, metallic bases of 
earths, e.g. aluminium, [f. L terrigenus 
earth-born, -f-ous] 

terrine' (-en), n. Earthenware vessel 
containing and sold with some table 
delicacy, [orig. form of tureen ] 

territ. See terret. 
territor'ial, a. & n. 1. Of territory, as ~ 
possessions, acquisitions; limited to a 
district, as the right was strictly ~ ; (7'~) 
of (any of) the U.S. Territories; (eccl.) 
~ system (in which civil rule claims supre¬ 
macy as a natural right, whence ~ism n.); 
II T~ Army, volunteer force organized on 
a ~ basis to provide a reserve of trained 
and disciplined manpower for use in any 
emergency; ~ waters, marginal waters 
under the jurisdiction of a State, esp. 
that part of the sea within three miles 
of the shore measured from low-water 
mark. 2. n. II Member of T~ Army. 
Hence ~LY2 adv. [f. LL terrilorialis (as 
TERRITORY, See -AL)] 

territor'ialize, -ise ( iz), v.t. Extend by 
addition of, reduce to state of, territory. 
[-IZE ] 

te'rritory, n. Extent of land under juris¬ 
diction of sovereign, State, city, etc.; 
(commerc.) area over which a com¬ 
mercial traveller operates; large tract of 
land; *(T~) organized division of the 
country not yet admitted to full rights of 
a State. [ME, f. L territorium (terra, 
-ORY(l)) ] 

te'rror, n. Extreme fear; —stricken, 
-struck (with ~); person, thing, that 
causes this, as a ~ to evildoers-, (colloq.) 
here comes this (holy)~ (troublesome child) 
again; king of ~s, death (Job xviii. 14); 
Reign of T~, the T~, period of French 
Revolution, 1793-4 (& of similar periods 
marked by sanguinary excesses of revolu¬ 
tionaries, also Red T~, or reactionaries, 
also While T~). [ME & AF ierrour, OF 
•or f. L terrorem (terrere frighten, -or)] 

te'rror|ist, n. One who favours or uses 
terror-inspiring methods of governing or 
of coercing government or community. 
Hence or cogn. ~ism(2, 3), ~Iza'tion, nn., 
~is'tic a., ~ize(1) v.t. [F (-e), prec., -1ST] 

te'rry, n. A pile fabric with the loops 
uncut (also attrib.). [18th c., of unkn. 
orig. ] 

t£rse, a. (Of speech, style, writer) free 
from cumbrousness and superfluity, 
smooth and concise. Hence ~'ly2 (-si-) 
adv., ~'ness (-sn-) n. [f. L tersus p.p. of 
lergere wipe, polish ] 

t£r'tian (-shn), a. & n. (Fever, disease) 
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whose paroxysms occur every other day, 
as ~ ague. [ME (fever) tertiane f. L (febris) 
tertiana (tertius third, -an)] 

ter'tiary (-shra-), a. & n. 1. Of the third 
order, rank, formation, etc. 2. n. (Ornith.) 
flight-feather of third row, so ter'tiAL 
(-shl) a. & n.; (T~) member of third order 
of monastic body; theT~, third geological 
period, [f. L tertiarius (prec., -ary *)J 

ter'tio (-shlo). Sec primo2. 
tef'tium quid (-shi-), n. A third some¬ 
thing, esp. between mind and matter or 
between opposite things; (joe.) third 
party in the eternal triangle. [L] 

t€r'tius (-shus), a. II (In schools) Jones etc. 
~ (third of the name); ~ gaud'fins (L, = 
glad third), third party expecting to 
profit by two others’ quarrel. [L] 

terza rhna (tart'su rem'a), n. (pi. -ze 
-we, pr. -a). Arrangement of (hen)deca- 
syllabic triplets rhyming thus (bat pig 
cat fig box wig ox etc.) as in Dante’s 
Commedia; such triplets. [It. ] 

terz&tt’o (tarts-), n. (mus.). Vocal trio. 
[It.] 

Tes'la, n. ~ coil, form of induction coil 
for high-frequency alternating currents 
such as are used in diathermy. [Nikola 
~, Amer. scientist (d. 1943)] 

tess'ell|ated, a. Formed of tesserae, as 
~cded pavement-, (bot., zool.) regularly 
checkered. So ~ar1 a., ~a'tion n. [f. LL 
tesscllare (tessella dim. of foil., see -ate2), 

or It. lessellato, w. Engl. suf. ] 
tess'er|a, n. (pi. ~oe). Small square usu. 
cubic block used in mosaic, whence ~al 
a.; (Rom. ant.) small square of bone 
etc. used as token, ticket, etc. [L] 

t&ssltur'a (-oora), n. (mus.). Range 
within which most tones of a voice-part 
fall. [It., = TEXTURE ] 

test *, n. 1. Critical examination or trial of 
person’s or thing’s qualities, as has stood 
(undergone) the successive ~s of poverty 
and riches, must put it to the ~; a ~ case 
(serving to show the principle involved). 
2. Means of so examining, standard for 
comparison or trial, circumstances suit¬ 
able for this, as success is not a fair 
3. Ground of admission or rejection, as is 
excluded by our ~. 4. (chem.). Reagent, 
substance employed to reveal presence of 
an ingredient in a compound, as galls are 
a ~ of or for iron. 5. Movable hearth in 
reverberation furnace used in separating 
silver from lead. 6. (colloq.). ~-match. 
7. T~ Act (of 1672, requiring all persons 
before holding office to take the~, i.e. the 
oaths of supremacy and allegiance or 
equivalent ~; repealed in 1828); ~-match, 
one of the matches in a cricket tour etc. 
that are to count towards the total result; 
—glass, -mixer, -paper, -tube, (for ~s 
or other chem. purposes; ~-tube baby, 
colloq., one conceived by artificial in¬ 
semination). [ME, f. OF, f. L teslu(m) 
earthen pot, collateral form of tesla 
test3; in mod. use mainly f. foil.] 

test2, v.t. Put to the test, make trial of, 
(person, thing, quality); try severely, 
tax, (one’s powers of endurance etc.); 
refine (metal); (chem.) examine by means 
of reagent. Hence ~'aele a., tes'ter1 
[-er‘(1, 2)] n. [f. prec.] 

test3, n. Shell, hard covering, of some 
animals, [f. L testa tile, jug, shell, etc., 
Cf. TEST1] 

testa'ceous (-shus), a. Of shells or shell¬ 
fish, so testA'CEAN (-ashn) a. & n., 
testaceoi/OGY n.; with a hard continuous 
shell; (bot., zool.) of red brick colour, [f. 
L leslaceus (test3, -aceous)] 

tes'tacy, n. Being testate, [f. testate, 
after intestacy] 

tes'tament, n. 1. = will2 (last sense), as 
military ~, so ~ariLY2 (-Cn-) adv., ~ARYX 
(-Cn-)a. 2.(Bibl.)covenant, dispensation; 
Old, New, T~, the portion of the Bible 
dealing with the Mosaic, Christian, dis¬ 
pensation; (T~) copy of the N.T. [ME, 
f. L testamentum will (testate, -ment); 
in early Christian L rendering Gk diatheke 
covenant ] 

II testam'ur, n. (uniw.). Certificate that 
one has passed examination. [L, = we 
testify ] 

tes'tate (or -at), a. & n. (Person) who has 
made a will (and died leaving it in force). 
So testat'oR, testaT'Rix. nn. [f. L tes- 
tari testify, make will, (testis witness), see 
-ate2] 

tester1 See test2. 
tes'ter2, n. Canopy, esp. overrouR-poster. 

[ME; med. L testerium, testrum, testura 
(Rom. *testa head); cf. OF testre, tesliere] 

II tes'ter3, n. Shilling of Henry VIII; 
(arch., joc.) sixpence, [var. of earlier 
and OF teslon (as test3, see -oon)] 

tes'ticle, n. Each of two glands in male 
that secrete spermatozoa etc. Hence 
testic'ulAR1 a. [15th c., f. L tesliculus 
dim. of testis a ~] 

testic'ulate, a. Having, shaped like, 
testicles; (bot.) having a pair of organs 
so shaped, [f. LL testiculatus (prec., 
-ATE2)] 

tes'tify, v.i. & t. (Of person or thing) bear 
witness (to fact, state, assertion, against 
person etc., arch, of or concerning 
matter); (law) give evidence; affirm, 
declare, (one’s regret etc., that, how, etc.); 
(of thiugs) be evidence of, evince. [ME, 
f. L testifleari (testis witness, see -fy)] 

testimonial, n. Certificate of character, 
conduct, or qualifications; gift, money, 
presented to person, esp. in public, a.s 
mark of esteem, in acknowledgement of 
services, etc. [ME, f. OF (adj.), f. LL 
testimonialis (testimony, -al)] 

testimonialize, -ise ( iz), v.t. Present 
(person) with testimonial, [-ize] 

tes'timony n. Evidence, demonstration, 
as called him in ~, produce ~ (to, of), we 
have his ~ for that; (law) oral or written 
statement under oath, or affirmation; 
declarations, statements, as must rely 
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on the ~ of history, of historians-, (arch.) 
solemn protest, as for a ~ against them; 
(bibl.) the decalogue, esp. the tables of 
the ~, (sing, or pi.) the Scriptures. [ME, 
f. L testimonium (testis witness, see 
-MONY)] 

testudinar'ious, a. Mottled with red, 
yellow, and black, like tortoise-shell, [f. 
TESTUDO + -ARIOUS] 

testud'inate, a. Arched like carapace of 

tortoise, [f. L testudinatus (testudo, see 

-ATE2)] 
testudin'eous, a. Like carapace of tor¬ 
toise. [f. L testudineus (foil., -eous)] 

testud'|5, n. (pi. Anes). 1. (Rom. 
ant.) screen formed by body of troops in 
close array with overlapping shields; 
similar screen used by miners where 
ground is likely to cave in. 2. Kinds of 
tortoises, whence ~inAL a. [L, gen. 
■dims, = tortoise-shell (test3)] 

tes'tly, a. Irritable, touchy. Hence ~ily2 
adv., ~iness n. [ME & AF testif, f. teste 
head (test3), see -ive] 

tetan'ic, a. & n. 1. Of, such as occurs in, 
tetanus, as ~ spasm. 2. n. Remedy acting 
on the muscles through the nerves, e.g. 
strychnine, [f. L f. Gk tetanikos (as foil., 
see -IC) ] 

tet'anlus, n. Disease marked by spasm 
of many or all muscles of voluntary 
motion, e.g. lockjaw; artificial ~us 
(induced by strychnine etc.). Hence or 
cogn. ~Iza'tion n., ~ize(3) v.t., ~OID a. 
[L, f. Gk tetanos f. teino stretch] 

te(t)ch'jy, a. Peevish, irritable. Hence 
~1ly2 adv., ~Iness n. [prob. f. teche, 
tache fault or vice, f. OF teche + -Y2] 

tete-a-tete (tat'ahtat'), adv., a., & n. 
1. Together in private. 2. adj. Private, 
confidential. 3. n. Private interview or 
conversation usu. between two; sofa for 
two. [F, lit. head-to-head ] 

teth'er (-dh-), n., & v.t. 1. Rope, chain, 
halter, by which grazing animal is con¬ 
fined; (fig.) scope, extent of one’s know¬ 
ledge, authority, etc. (was beyond, at the 
end of, his ~). 2. v.t. Tie (esp. grazing 
animal) with~. [ME, f. ON tjothr] 

tet'ra-, comb, form of Gk tettares four, as: 
~chord (-k-), scale series of half-octave 
(esp. in ancient mils.), so ~chord'al a.; 
~cyc'lic (bot.), of four circles or whorls; 
~dac'tyl a. & n., ~dac'tylous a., four- 
-toed (animal); ~gon, plane rectilineal 
figure of four angles & four sides, so 
tetrag'onal a.; ~grdm, word of four 
letters, quadrilateral figure; ~gramm'aton, 
Jehovah or other sacred word w'ritten in 
four letters; tetra'gyncms (-j-), of four 
pistils; ~h~ed’ron (-a-h-), four-sided solid, 
esp. triangular pyramid, so ~hed'ral 
(-a-h-) a.; tetral'ogy, group of four literary 
or operatic works, esp. (Gk ant.) three 
tragedies & satyric drama; tetram'eral, 
tetram'erous, having four parts; tetram¬ 
eter, verse of four measures (cf. dimeter) ; 
~morph (Christian art), union of attri¬ 

butes of four evangelists in one winged 
figure; —pet’alous, —phyll'ous, of four 
petals, leaves; ~pdd a. & n., letrdp'odous 
a., (butterfly) with only four perfect legs; 
teirap'ody, group, verse, of four feet; 
~stich (-k), group of four lines of verse; 
~style a. & n., (building) with four pillars 
esp. forming portico in front or supporting 
ceiling; ~syll'able, word of four syllables, 
so ~syllab'ic a. 

tet'rad, n. The number four; set of four; 
atom, element, with combining-pow-er of 
four atoms of hydrogen, [f. Gk tetras 
-ados (as preo., see -ad)] 

tetran'drous, a. (bot.). Having four 
stamens, [f. tetra- + Gk aner andros 
male +-ous] 

tet'rarch (-k), n. (In Rom. empire) 
governor of fourth part of a country 
or province, subordinate ruler, whence 
or cogn. ~ate(1), ~Y\ nn., tetraich'iCAL 
a., (-k-); commander of subdivision of 
ancient Greek phalanx, [f. LL tetrarcha, 
class. L f. Gk tetrarkhes (tetra-, arkho 
rule)] 

tett'er, n. Kinds of skin-disease; ~w;orf, 
larger celandine (supposed to cure these). 
[OE teter, cf. OHG zitaroh, G dial. 
zitteroch] 

Teuc'rian, a. & n. Ancient Trojan, [f. L 
Teucri + -an ] 

Teut'o-, comb, form (irrcg.) of foil., as 
~man'ia(c)), ~phil(e), ~phobe, ~phob'ia. 

Teut'on, n. Member of any of the Ten 
tonic nations or (hist.) of the tribe of 
~s first mentioned in 4th c. B.c. & dwell 
ing perh. near mouth of Elbe. [f. L Teu 
tones, Teutoni, ethnic name] 

Teutonic, a. & n. 1. Of the Teutons 
of the Germanic peoples (including, in 
widest sense, Scandinavians & Anglo- 
-Saxons as well as German races); ~ 
languages, High Sc Low german2 & 
Scandinavian. 2. n. Languages of the 
Teutons collectively. Hence ~ism(4), 
Teut'oniSM(2, 4), TeutonizA'TioN, nn., 
Teut'oniZE(3) v.t. [f. L Teutonicus (prec., 
;IC) ] 

text, n. Original words of author esp. 
opp. to paraphrase of or commentary on 
them, as there is nothing about this in the 
~, the ~ is hopelessly corrupt (altered by 
copyists); passage of Scripture quoted as 
authority or esp. chosen as subject of 
sermon etc.; subject, theme; stick to 
one’s ~, not digress; main body of book 
opp. to notes, pictures, etc.; *~book; 
(pi.) books prescribed for study; (also 
~-hand) large kind of handwriting; 
church1, german2, ~ ; ~'6oofc, manual of 
instruction, standard book in a branch of 
study, [f. ME & OF texte f. L textu.s -us 
(in med. L = Gospel) f. L lexere text- 
weave ] 

tex'tlle, a. & n. 1. Of weaving, as the ~ 
art; woven, suitable for weaving, as ~ 
fabrics, materials. 2. n. ~ material. [F, 
or f. L textiles (as prec., see -ile)] 
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tSx'tual, a. Of, in, the text, as ~ criticism,, 
/errors. Hence ~LV2 adv. [ME & AF 
textuel (as text, see -al)] 

tex'tualtist, n. One who adheres strictly 
to the letter of the text, so ~ism n.; ready 
quoter of scriptural texts. [-1ST] 

tex'tur|e, n. Arrangement of threads etc. 
in textile fabric, as loose ~e; arrangement 
of constituent parts, structure, (of skin, 
rock, literary work, etc.); representation 
of surface of objects in works of art; 
(biol.) tissue, structure of this. Hence 
~al (-cher-, -tur-) a. [ME, f. L textura (as 
text, see -UEE) ] 

tex'tureless (-cherl-, -turl-), a. Without 
discernible texture, amorphous, [-less] 

-th1, suf. forming nn. (a) f. vbs; in some, 
as bath, birth, death, Gmc, repr. var. 
Aryan suff. (tos etc.); in others, going 
back to OE or ON, as tilth, or of later 
form, as growth, spilth, stealth; the suf. 
appears regularly as -t in flight, gift, 
thirst (f. Gmc), & in sight (in E). (b) f. 
adjj. (rarely nn.), OE -thu, -tho, -th 
(= Goth, -itha, Gmc*-itho), forming nn. 
of state, as filth (foul), length (long), etc., 
& by analogy breadth, sloth, etc. In some, 
-th is repr. by -t, as height, slight, theft. 

-th2, -eth after -ty, suf. forming ordinal 
numbers with all simple numbers from 
fourth onward in mod. E; repr. OE -tha, 
-the, or -otha, -othe, f. Aryan -tos (cf. Gk 
pemptos, L guintus). 

thal'amus, n. (pi. -mi). (Gk ant.) inner 
room, women’s apartment; (anat.) place 
where nerve emerges from brain, esp. 
optic ~; (bot.) receptacle of flower. [L, 
f. Gk lhalamos] 

tha'ler (tah-), n. (hist.). German silver 
coin. [G, see dollar] 

Thali'la, n. muse1 of comedy & pastoral 
poetry; one of the Graces. Hence ~an a. 
[L, f. Gk Thaleia (lhallo bloom)] 

thall'lium, n. Rare soft white metallic 
element used in making a highly refrac¬ 
tive optical glass. Hence ~ic, ~ous, aa. 
[f. foil, (from green line given in spectrum) 
+-IUM] 

thall'lus, n. Plant-body not differentiated 
into root, stem, and leaves. Hence ~OID 

a. [L, f. Gk lhallos green shoot (thallo 
bloom)] 

than (dhan, -an), conj. (& quasi-prep.) 
introducing second member of compari¬ 
son, as you are taller ~ he (is), (colloq.) 
taller ~ him, I know you better ~ he (does), 
better ~ (I know) him, it is better to use hot 
water ~ cold, do anything rather ~ let him 
get off, would do anything rather ~ that he 
should get off, a man ~ whom no one is 
better able to judge. [OE lhanne etc., orig. 
same wd as then ; A is better orig. = A 
is better, then B; so OS than, OHG danne] 

than'age, n. Rank of, land granted to, 
thane. [ME,f. AFthanage,f.thane + -age] 

thanat|(o)-, comb, form of Gk thanatos 
death, as ~ophul'ia n. pi., poisonous 
snakes. 

than'atoid, a. Deathlike, apparently 
dead; deadly, [as prec. +-OID] 

thane, n. (In early Eng. hist.) member of 
a rank between ordinary freemen and 
hereditary nobles. Hence ~'dom, ~'hood, 

~'ship, nn. [OE lheg(e)n, then servant, 
soldier, = OS thegan, OHG de.gan, ON 
thegn f. Gmc *lhegnaz cogn. w. Gk teknon 
child ] 

thank1, v.t. Express gratitude to (person 
for thing); ~ you, I ~ you (polite formula 
acknowledging gift, service, offer accepted 
or refused); (as contempt, refusal) ~ you 
for nothing; (anticipatory) ~ you (for that 
ball)!, please throw it here; (as polite 
formula, now usu. iron, implying re¬ 
proach) I will ~ you to shut the door, wipe 
your boots, leave my affairs alone; he may 
~ himself, has only himself to ~, for that, 
it is his own fault. [OE thancian, (OS 
thankon, OHG dankon), f. foil.] 

thank2, n. (now only in pi.). (Expression 
of) gratitude, as give ~.s to Heaven, ex¬ 
pressed his heartfelt ~s, she bowed her ~s, 
small (iron, much) ~s I got for it-^-offering 
(bibl.), Jewish offering made as act of 
thanksgiving; (as formula) ~s, thank 
you; ’ 'S to (as the result of) my foresight, 
your obstinacy. Hence worthy a. 
(arch.). [OE thane, Ihonc, OS thank, OHG 
dank, (ON thQkk), Goth, thagks i. Gmc 
*thanka.z cogn. w. think] 

thank'ful, a. Grateful; (of words or act) 
expressive of thanks. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
'—'NESS n. [-FUL] 

thank'less, a. Not feeling or expressing 
gratitude; a ~ task (not likely to -win 
thanks, unprofitable). Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~NESS Jl. [-LESS] 

thanks'givlng, n. Expression of grati¬ 
tude esp. to God; form of words for this, 
as General T~ (in Book of Common 
Prayer); T~ day (set apart in U.S. for ~ 
to God, usu. last Thursday of Novem¬ 
ber); (bibl.) offering made as ~. 

thar (tar), n. Goat antelope of Nepal, 
[native] 

that1, a., pron., & adv. 1. demonstr. adj. 
& pron. (pr. dhat; pi. those pr. dhoz). 
The (person, thing), the person or thing, 
pointed to or drawn attention to or 
observed by the speaker at the time, 
or already named or understood or in 
question or familiar, as observe ~ dog in 
the next field, who is ~ (woman) in the 
garden?, what was ~ noise?, what noise 
is don’t roll your eyes like ~ (as you 
are doing) or in ~ imbecile fashion, I knew 
all ~ before, talked about responsibilities 
& all ~ (similar commonplaces), ~ (your 
action, the action you tell me of) is not 
fair, ~’s right! (formula of approval, 
also vulg. = yes), (colloq.; also there’s) 
~’s (you, in view of x’resent or future 
compliance etc., are) a dear!, I use. ~ (or 
the) term in a special sense, much to the 
disgust of ~ (or the) monarch, was cured 
from ~ hour, things were easier in those 
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days, so ~’s ~ (formula closing narrative 
or discussion), come out of ~ (si. form 
ordering person etc. to clear out), wouldn’t 
give ~ (a finger-snap) for it, at ~; (with 
feeling) I will not see ~ boy put upon, why 
will you bring ~ woman here?, when you 
have done thumping ~ piano, shall not 
easily forget ~ day; (coupled or contrasted 
with this, & applied cap. to the farther, 
less immediate or obvious, etc., of two) 
this poker is much heavier than ~ (one), 
went to this doctor & ~ or to this & ~ 
doctor (various doctors), this, ~, & the 
other (various things), put this & ~ 
(various facts etc.) together; (as pron. 
replacing the w. noun, w. sense completed 
by rcl. pron. expressed or, in obj. case 
& arch, in subj., omitted) those who drink 
renter think ivater, those may try it who 
choose, had ~ in his eye which forbade 
further trifling, all those (~) I saw, all 
those (usu. the) specimens ~ I saw, those 
(usu. the) few (books) ~ I had, a different 
pattern to ~ (which) I ivas used to; (or by 
adj. or equivalent) those unfit for use, 
those below the standard, a tunic like ~ 
described above, those (usu. the) persons 
most injured by the tax, like most of those 
issuing from German workshops, cost of 
oil is less than ~ of gas; (foil, by that 
conj.) such, such a, as has ~ confidence 
in his theory that he would put it into 
practice tomorrow, was wounded to ~ 
degree that he resigned. 2. adv. (pr. dhat). 
To such a degree, so, as (colloq.) will go 
~ far, have done ~ much, (vulg.) I was ~ 
angry I could have struck him, 3. rel. 
pron. (pi. same; pr. dhat; used, exc. 
arch., rhet., poet., only to introduce 
defining-clause essential or rhet. viewed 
as essential to identification; now largely 
replaced by who & to some extont by 
which, esp. after antecedent in obj. 
case, & in arch, use in subj., ~ is often 
omitted; prep, governing ~ is always 
placed after it .& usu. at end of clause). 
Exx.: the book (~ or which) I sent you, 
the box (~ or which) you put them in, the 
man (~ or usu. whom) you stopped, the 
people (~) you got it from or from whom 
you got it, the meanest flower ~ (rarely 
which) blows, the best ~ (not which) you 
can do, no one (~; not whom) I ever heard 
of could see any difference; (colloq.) 
Mrs Smith, Mary Jones ~ (not who) was 
( — whose maiden name was Mary Jones). 
[OE thiet, nom. & aoc. sing. neut. of the 
demonstr. pron. & adj. se, seo, thiet; see 
THE] 

that2 (dhat, occas. -at), conj. introducing 
subordinate clauses: (of statement or 
hypothesis) they say (~) he is better, there 
is no doubt (~) he meant it, it is suggested 
~ the mistake was intentional, it is hoped 
~ all will go well, it is monstrous ~ he 
should expect further help, to think (~) he 
should use me so!; (of purpose) he lives ~ 
he may eat, he withdrew (in order) ~ the 

dispute might cease; (of result) am so 
sleepy (~) I cannot keep my eyes open, his 
language was such ~ we declined further 
dealings with him, what have I done ~ he 
should cut me?, where is he, ~ you come 
without him?; (of reason or cause) it is 
rather ~ he has not the time, not ~ (I do not 
say this because) I have any objection; 
(of wish) (O) ~ that were all!, (O) ~ / 
knew the truth!; (arch, or literary) in ~, 
since, in so far as; now ~, since now, as 
you ought to write now ~ you know the 
address, [uses of that 1 demonstr. or rel. 
pron., in which it becomes a mere relative 
or conjunctive particle; cf. the] 

thatch, n., & v.t. 1. Roof-covering of 
straw, reeds, or (in tropical countries) 
coconut & other leaves; (colloq.) hair of 
the head. 2. v.t. Cover (roof, house, or 
ahs.) with ~. [(n.) late collateral form of 
(now dial.) thaek (after the vb thatch, OE 
thecc(e)an), OE these, OHG dach, ON tliak 
f. Gmc *thakam cogn. w. L tegcre cover] 

thaum'atrope, n. Disc etc. on which are 
depicted images that appear to go through 
various movements when disc revolves, 
[irreg. f. Gk thauma wonder + -tropos 
-turning] 

thaum'aturtle, n. Worker of miracles, 
wonder-worker. Hence or cogn. thau- 
matiTr'gic(AL) aa., ~ist, ~y 1, im. [f. med. 
L f. Gk thauma,tourgos a. (thauma -matos 
wonder -1- -o- 4- -ergos -working) ] 

thaw, v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Of ice, snow, 
frozen thing) pass to liquid state, melt, 
dissolve; (of weather, it) become so warm 
as to melt ice etc., rise above 32° Fahr.; 
(fig.) he freed from coldness or stiffness, 
unbend, become genial; cause to ~ (lit. & 
fig.). 2. n. ~ing, warmth of weather that 
~s, asn~ has set in. Hence~'i,ess, ~'Y2, 
aa. [OE ihawian, OHG douwen, O N theyja] 

the (before vowel dhl, before consonant dhe, 
emphat. dhe), a. & adv. 1. adj. Applied 
esp. to person(s) or thing(s) already 
mentioned or under discussion, or from 
the nature of the case actually or po¬ 
tentially existent, or unique (as class or 
individual), or familiar, or otherwise 
sufficiently identified, as tried to soothe ~ 
child, gave ~ fellow a shilling, shall let ~ 
matter drop, how is ~ game or score?, 
ivhat is ~ time?, depends on ~ weather, ~ 
Devil, sun, moon, stars, Thames, inflamma¬ 
tion of ~ lungs, pulled ~ trigger, ivhat was 
~ result?, you will be ~ loser, revised by ~ 
author, find their way to ~ sea, went to ~ 
baths, theatre, rink, ~ King, ~ Home 
Secretary, ~ McGregor etc. (chief of clan), 
story does not lose in ~ telling; to sing. n. 
as repr. species, class, etc., as ~ lion, 
domestic cat, philosopher, cucumber, gavotte, 
general reader, man in the street, new 
woman, (rhet., esp. bibl.) ~ oppressor, 
locust; to some nn. used in restricted 
sense, esp. fig. repr. a pursuit etc., as ~ 
gloves, ribbons, table, stage, theatre, plat¬ 
form, hustings, bottle, pulpit, fancy; 
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to names of diseases etc. (now partly 
arch.), as ~ smallpox, measles, tooth¬ 
ache, gout, fidgets, blues (depression), 
hump, (vulg.) ~ (habit of) drink-, to nn. 
expr. a unit, as 1 Od. — (or a or per) pound, 
yard, etc., £15 ~ coat <&• skirt, allow S 
minutes (to) ~ mile, 16 oz to ~ pound-, 
with sense completed by rel. clause or 
adj. or equivalent, as ~ book (that) you 
borrowed, ~ best (that) I can do for you, 
has not ~ nerve for motoring, wonder you 
ha.ve~ impudence (to ask it expr. or under¬ 
stood), (exclam.)~ impudence of ~ fellow 1, 
~ cup on ~ top shelf, ~ one with a broken 
handle, ~ bottom of a well, ~ best way, ~ 
only way, ~ way out, ~ upper classes, ~ 
better man of the two; w. adjj. used abs., 
as none bid ~ brave (brave men) deserve ~ 
fair, ~ beautiful (beauty), ~ sublime; w. 
adjj. rhet. viewed as part of definition, 
as ~ virtuous & talented Duchess of X., 
details of ~ shocking disaster, ~ enraged 
animal; (dhe; italics) applied to the person 
or thin? best known or best entitled to 
the name, as no relation to the Browning, 
the tobacco is (advertiser’s). 2. adv. (a) 
rel., only in comb. w. (b). In whatever 
degree, (b) In that degree, by that 
amount, on that account. Exx.: ~ more 
he gets, ~ more he wants; I play ~ worse, 
~ more I practise; am not (or none) ~ more 
inclined to help him because he is poor, on 
that account, for what you tell me; none ~ 
better for seeing you; that makes it all ~ 
worse (in the full degree to be expected 
from what you say etc.); (tautologically) 
so much ~ worse for him,~ worse, so much 
worse, for him. [late OE the, the reduced 
& flexionless stem of the OE demonstr. se, 
seo, that (= that1), = ON sd, sd, that, 
Goth, sa, so, thata, cogn. w. Gk ho, he, to, 
Skr. sa, sd, tat; 2. OE thy, the, instru¬ 
mental case] 

thean'dric, a. Of the union, by joint 
agency, of divine & human nature in 
Christ, [f. eccl. Gk theandrikos (theos 
god, aner andros man, -ic) ] 

theanthrop'ic(al), aa. Both divine & 
human; tending to embody deity in 
human form. [f. eccl. Gk theanthropos 
god-man f. theos god 4-anthropos man + 
-IC] 

the'archy (-kl), n. Government by god(s); 
class, order, of gods, as the Olympian ~. 
[f. eccl. Gk thearkhia rule of god (Gk 
theos god 4- -arkhia f. arkho rule) ] 

the'atre (-ter), n. Building for dramatic 
spectacles, playhouse; II patent ~ (estab¬ 
lished by letters patent, not licensed by 
Lord Chamberlain); room, hall, for 
lectures etc. with seats in tiers (operating- 
-~, for surgical demonstrations); dramatic 
literature or art; scene, field, of operation, 
as the ~ of war; good ~ (pred.), effective 
on the stage; ~-poer, -going, frequenter, 
frequenting, of ~s. [ME, f. OF, or L f. Gk 
theatron f. theaomai behold ] 

theat'rical, a. & n. 1. (Of manner, speech. 

gesture, person) calculated for effect, 
showy, affected; of or suited to the 
theatre, of acting or actors, so theat'ric 
a. (rare). 2. n. pi. ~ performances, esp. 
private (amateur) ~s. Hence ~ism(2, 4), 
~ity (-al-), nn., ~ize(3) v.t., ~ly2 adv. 
[f. LL f. Gk thealrikos (prec., -icai)] 

Theba'Id (or the-), n. Territory around 
Thebes (in Egypt); poem on (siege of) 
Thebes (in Greece), esp. that of Statius, 
[f. L f. Gk Theba'is -idos (Thebai Thebes)] 

Theb'an, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of Thebes. 
[-AN] 

the dansant (ta dahnsahn'), n. After¬ 
noon tea with dancing. [F] 

thee. See thotj. 

theft, n. Stealing; larceny. [OE thiefth, 
thenflh, later theoft (thief, -th1)] 

thegn (-an), n. (hist.). Older form of 
THANE. 

the'ine, n. = caffeine, [f. mod. L thea 
tead-'iNE1] 

their (dhar), possessive case of, & adj. 
corresponding to, they, with absolute 
form theirs (for uses cf. her2), [f. ON 
their(r)a gen. pi. of sd = OE sc the] 

the'lism, n. Belief in existence of a god 
supernaturally revealed to man (cf. 
deism) & sustaining a personal relation 
to his creatures. So ~IST n., ~is'tic(AL) 
aa. [f. Gk theos god 4- -ism] 

them. See they. 

themat'ic, a. (Mus.) of themes, as ~ 
treatment, ~ catalogue (giving opening 
themes as well as names etc.); (gram.) of, 
belonging to, a theme, as ~ vowel, form. 
Hence themat'ic ally adv. [f. Gk thema- 
tikos (as foil., -ic)] 

theme, n. Subject on which one speaks, 
writes, or thinks; school composition, 
essay, on given subject; (gram.) stem of 
noun or verb, part to which inflexions 
are added; (mus.) melodic subject usu. 
developed with variations; (hist.) any 
of 29 provinces in Byzantine empire; 
~ song, recurrent melody in musical play 
or film. [ME, f. L f. Gk thema -matos 
(tithemi set, place, see -M); partly thr. 
OF] 

Them'is, n. (Gk myth.) goddess of law 
& justice; these personified. [L f. Gk 
Themis law ] 

themselves (dhemsglvz'), pron. Emphat. 
& reflex, form corresp. to they (for use, cf. 
himself), [see self] 

then (dhgn), adv., conj., a., & n. 1. adv. 
At that time, as was ~ too much occupied, 
~ comes the trouble, the ~ existing ordi¬ 
nances; next, afterwards, after that, as 
it must ~ soak for two hours, <£• ~ the 
operation is complete; now & ~, at one 
time & another, from time to time. 
2. conj. In that case, therefore, it follows 
that, (often well, ~), as ~ you should have 
said so, ~ it is no use your going, (but) ~ 
(if what you say is true) why did you take 
it?; (of grudging or impatient concession) 
if you must have it so, as take it 
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between you & I ‘ me ’, ~ : (resurnp- 
tively, not as first word) accordingly, as 
the new Governor, ~, came prepared; now 

3. adj. Existing etc. at that time, as 
the ~ Duke, secretary. 4. n. That time, as 
before, till, by, from, ~; every now dfc 
from time to time. [OE thanne, thenne, 
etc., = OS thanlna), OHG danne, denne, 
(cf. Goth, than), adv. formation f. de- 
monstr. root tha-; cf. that, the] 

then'ar, n. (anat.). Palm of hand, sole of 
foot; (also attrib. ~ prominence, eminence) 
ball of thnmb. [Gk thenar] 

thence (dh-), adv. (Arch.) from that 
place, from there; (somewhat arch.) from 
that source, for that reason, as a dis¬ 
crepancy ~ results, it ~ appears; '—forth', 
'—for'ward, adw. & nn., from (or from) 
that time forward. [ME thannes, thennes, 
f. thenne adv. (OE thanon(e) etc., f. tha- as 
THEN), + -ES] 

the|o-, comb, form of Gk theos god, as: 
~oc'racy, government or State governed 
by God directly or through a sacerdotal 
class etc., the Theoc'racy, Jewish common¬ 
wealth from Moses to the monarchy; 
the'ocrat, ruler in, subject under, ~ocraey, 
so tlieocrat'ic a.; ~<3c'ralist, believer in 
direct intervention & authority of God 
through revelation in government of 
society; ~6c'rasy (or the'okrasi) [f. Gk 
krasis mixture], union of soul with God 
through contemplation (among Neo- 
-platonists, Buddhists, etc.); —dd'-icy 
[f. Gk dike right], vindication of divine 
providence in view of existence of evil; 
~dg'ony, (poem dealing with) genealogy 
of the gods, so theogdn’ic a., ~dg'onist n.; 
~dm’achy (-ki), strife against or among 
the gods; theoman'ia, insane belief that 
one is God, also, religious insanity, so 
theoman'iac n.; <—6ph’any, appearance of 
God to man, so theophan'ic a.; theo- 
philan'thropist, one who professes to 
unite love to God with love to man, so 
theophilanthrdp'ic a., theophildn'thropist, 
theophildn'thropy, nn.; theopneus'ty, divine 
inspiration, so theopneus'tic a.; the'o- 
techny (-k-), supernatural machinery, so 
thcoteeh'nic (-k-) a. 

theod'ol|ite, n. Surveying-instrument for 
measuring horizontal and vertical angles 
by means of telescope. Hence ~it'ic a. 
[10th c. -delitus, of unkn. (Engl.) orig.] 

Theodds'ian, a. Of the emperor Theo¬ 
dosius (I, II, or III), esp. ~ code (pub¬ 
lished under Theodosius II, d. 450). [-an] 

theolo'gian, n. Person skilled in, pro¬ 
fessor of, theology. [F (-ien), as foil. + -an 1 

theol'ogy, n. Science of (esp. Christian) 
religion; natural ~ (dealing with know¬ 
ledge of God as gained from his works 
by light of nature & reason); positive, 
revealed, ~ (based on revelation); dogma¬ 
tic ~ (dealing with authoritative teaching 
of the Scriptures & the Church); specu¬ 
lative ~ (giving scope to human specu¬ 
lation, not confined to revelation); 

-therapy 

systematic ~, methodical arrangement of 
the truths of religion in their natural 
connexion. Hence or cogn. theolo'gicAL 
a., theolo'gicalLY2 adv., the61'ogizE(l, 
2) v.t. & i. [ME & OF theologie f. L f. 
Gk TBEO(logia -logy)] 

theorb'o, n. (pi. ~s). Two-necked musical 
instrument of lute class much used in 
17 th c. [f. It. tiorba, of unkn. orig.; whence 
F leorbe, theorbe] 

the'or|em, n. (Math.) proposition to be 
proved by chain of reasoning, a truth to 
be established by means of accepted 
truths, (cf. problem) ; algebraical or other 
rule, esp. one expressed by symbols or 
formulae, as binomial ~em; a speculative 
truth. Hence ~emat'ic( al) aa., ~em'at- 
ist(3) n. [f. F, or LL f. Gk theorema 
(theoreo, see theory & -M)] 

theor|et'ic, a. & n. 1. = foil. 2. n. pi. 
Speculative parts of a science etc., so 
~eti'ciAN (-Ishn) n. [f. LL f. Gk thedre- 
tikos (as theory, see -etic) ] 

theoretical, a. Concerned with know¬ 
ledge but not with its practical applica¬ 
tion, speculative; based on mere theory, 
not dealing with facts as presented by 
experience. Hence ~ly 2 adv. [-al] 

the'orly, n. Supposition explaining some¬ 
thing, esp. one based on principles 
independent of the phenomena etc. to 
be explained, opp. to hypothesis, as 
atomic ~y, —y of gravitation, evolution; 
speculative view, as one of my pet ~ies 
(often hnplying fancifulness); the sphere 
of speculative thought, as this is all very 
well in —y, but how will it work in practice?; 
exposition of the principles of a science 
etc., as tlie—y of music; (math.) collection 
of results designed to illustrate principles 
of a subject, as —y of chances, equations. 
Hence ~ist(3), ~iza'tion, nn., ~ize(2) v.i. 
[f. LL f. Gk theoria f. theoros spectator f. 
theoreo behold ] 

theos'ophly, n. Any of various ancient & 
modern philosophies professing to attain 
to a knowledge of God by spiritual 
ecstasy, direct intuition, or special indi¬ 
vidual relations. Hence or cogn. the'o- 
soph,'—'Er1, ~ist(2), nn., theosoph'ic(AL), 
theosophis'tiCAL, aa., ~ize(2) v.i. [f. 
med. L f. late Gk theosophia f. iKE,o(sophos 
w'ise)] 

-ther, -ter, suf. repr. (a) Aryan compar. 
suf. -tero-, Gk -teros, L ter (alter, neuter), 
as in after, further; either, other, whether; 
(b) indicating direction (cf. Goth, -thro, 
-dre, L citro, ultra), as in hither, thither, 
whither. 

therapeut'iic, a. & n. 1. Curative; of the 
healing art. 2. n. pi. Branch of medicine 
concerned with treatment of disease & 
action of remedial agents in disease or 
health. Hence ~ical a., ~IcalLY2 adv., 
~ist(3) n. [f. LL f. Gk therapeutikos 
(therapeuo wait on, cure, f. theraps 
servant, see -ic) ] 

-the'rapy, suf. f. Gk therapeia service. 



there 1345 
medical treatment, denoting medical 
treatment as indicated by first element of 
wd; also as n. (occupational therapy). 

there (dhar, dlier as below), adv., n., & 
int. 1. In or at that place, as put it down 
~, what is that dog doing lived ~ some 
years, have been ~ before (si.), know all 
about it, all~ (si.), in one’s senses, sane, 
~ it is—on the sofa, (calling attention) 
you ~ /; at that point in argument, pro¬ 
gress of affairs, situation, etc., as ~ I 
agree with you, ~ is (or comes in) the 
rub, you had (the advantage of) him 
~, ~ it (the trouble) is, you see; here <£■ ~, 
neither here nor ~; to that place, as go ~ 
every day, got ~ in two minutes, get ~ (si.), 
succeed;~ or~abouts, (transf.) about that 
amount, time, etc. (‘ was it two years ago? ’ 
‘ T~ or ~abouts ’; will come to £100, ~ or 
~abouts); (merely expletive or intro¬ 
ductory, usu. ether; preceding, or in 
interrog. or neg. or quasi-neg. sentence 
following, verb that normally precedes its 
subject, esp. be; in poet, or exclam, use 
subject may stand first) ~ was a cart close 
by, ~ was nothing ~, ~ was plenty to eat, 
what is ~ for supper?, not a sound ivas 
~ to indicate their presence, seldom has ~ 
been more fuss, ~ fell a deep silence, a 
knight ~ was, a nice mess ~ is or seems to 
be!; ~’s ( = that1’s) a dear etc. 2. n. That 
place, as was brought from ~, lives some¬ 
where near ~, tide comes up to ~, passed by 
~. 3. int. Expr. confirmation, triumph, 
dismay, etc., as ~ ! what did I tell you?, 
or used to soothe child etc., as ~, ~, 
nevermind. 4. ~about(s)', near that place, 
as ought to be somewhere ~abouts, near 
that number, quantity, etc., as two gallons 
or ~abouts; ~after (arch.), after that, 
according to that rule etc.; ~anent’ (Sc.), 
about that matter; ~ai' (arch.), at that 
place, on that account, after that; ~by' 
(or dhar'bi), by that means, as result of 
that (<£• hangs a tale, in which con¬ 
nexion there is something to be told, see 
As You Like It, u. vii. 28); ~for' (arch.), 
for that object or purpose; ~'/ore, for 
that reason, accordingly, consequently; 
~/rom' (arch.), from that or it; ~in' 
(arch.), in that place, in that respect; 
~inaf'ter, ~before', later, earlier, in same 
document etc.; ~in'to (arch.), into that 
place; ~of' (arch.), of that or it; ~on/ 
(arch.), on that or it (of motion & posi¬ 
tion) ; ~out' (arch.), out of that, from that 
source; ~through' (arch.), through that; 
~to' (arch.), to that or it, in addition, to 
boot ;~un’to (arch.), to that orit ;~upo?t', 
in consequence of that, soon or immedi¬ 
ately after that, (arch.) upon that (of 
motion or position); ~with' (arch.), with 
that, ~upon; ~withtd', in addition, be¬ 
sides. [OE thir/r, ther, OS thdr, OHG ddr, 
ON, Goth, thar f. demonstr. root tha- 
(THAT, the)] 

ther'iac, n. (Also theri’aca Andr&m'achi 
pr. -aki, Venice treacle) antidote to bites 

thermo- 
of poisonous animals compounded of 
many drugs, [f. L f. Gk theriake anti¬ 
dote, fem. adj. as n. (therion di n. of ther 
wild beast, see -ac)] 

ther!|anthrop'Ic, a. Of, worshipping, be¬ 
ings represented under form of man & 
beast. So ~an'thropiSM(3) n. [f. Gk 
therion beast -fanthropos man + -ic] 

therm, n. Statutory unit of calorific value 
in gas-supply (100,000 B.Th. units; see 
thermal), [f. Gk therme heat] 

therm'ae, n. pi. (Gk & Rom. ant.). Hot 
springs or (esp. public) baths. [L, f. Gk 
thermai pi. as prec.. ] 

th€lm'al, a. & n. 1. Of heat, as ~ unit (for 
measuring heat); British ~ unit (abbr. 
B.Th.U.), amount of heat required to 
raise 1 lb. of water at maximum density 
through 1° Fahr.; ~ equator, line along 
which greatest heat occurs on earth’s 
surface; ~ springs, hot springs; of ther¬ 
mae. 2. n. Rising current of heated air 
(used by gliders). Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. F, 
as THERM +-AL] 

therman'tidote, n. Apparatus for cooling 
the air, used in India, [as therm + 
ANTIDOTE ] 

therm'ic, a. Of heat, as ~ rays, conditions. 
[as THERM -f -IC ] 

Thglrnidor'ian, n. Any of those who 
effected or favoured Robespierre’s over¬ 
throw on Thermidor 9th, 1794. [f. F 
thermidorien (thermidor, republican month 
July—August, as therm+Gk doron gift), 
see -Ian] 

thdrmi'on, n. An ion emitted by an 
incandescent substance. Hence thtSrmi- 

on'ic a. (~ic valve or vacuum tribe, appli¬ 
ance giving copious flow of electrons used 
esp. in wireless transmission & recep¬ 
tion). [THERMO-+I0N] 

thelrn'ite, -mit, n. Mixture of finely 
powdered aluminium and oxide of iron 
that produces a very high temperature 
on combustion (used in welding and as a 
composition for incendiary bombs). [G 
(-mit), f. foil. + -ite1] 

therm'o-, comb, form of Gk thermos 
warm, therme heat, as: ~chem’istry 
(-kgm-), branch of chemistry dealing with 
the quantities of heat evolved or absorbed 
during chemical reactions; ~-(electric) 
couple, — ~pile; ~dynam'ics, science of 
the relations between heat & mechanical 
work; —electri'city, electricity produced 
by difference of temperature, so ~- 
-elec'tric a.; ~gen’esis, production of heat 
esp. in human body, so ~gen£t'ic, ~gt.n'ic, 
aa.; ~gram, record made by ^graph (self- 
-registering thermometer); ~nuclear 
(hydrogen) bomb; ~pile,^-electric battery 
esp. arranged for measuring small quan¬ 
tities of radiant heat; ~scope, instrument 
for detecting differences of temperature 
without measuring, so ~scop’ic(al) aa.; 
resetting, (of plastics) setting when 
heated; ~slat, automatic instrument for 
regulating temperature, so ~stdt'ic a.; 
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~stM'ics, theory of the equilibrium of 
heat; ~tax'is, regulation of heat or 
temperature esp. in warm-blooded 
animals, so ~tac'tic, —tdx'ic, aa.; ther- 
mot’ropism, involuntary movement of 
animal or plant towards or away from 
source of heat. 

thermometer, n. Instrument for mea¬ 
suring temperature, usu. glass tube with 
small bore containing mercury or alcohol, 
& variously graduated (Fahrenheit, Reau¬ 
mur, Celsius or Centigrade, ~, with 
freezing-point at 32°, 0°, 0°, boiling-point 
of water at 212°, 80°, 100°); clinical ~ 
(small, with range of 25° or less, for taking 
temperature of the body); maximum, 
minimum, Hence thffrmomet'ric(AL) 

aa., thdrmomet'ricalLY2 adv., ther- 
mOM'ETRY n. [THERMO- 4- -METER] 

th6rm'os, n. T~ flask or ~, brand of 
VACUUM flask. [P] 

ther'oid, a. (Esp. of idiot) having beast¬ 
like propensities, [f. Gk ther wild beast 
-f-oin] 

therol'ogly, n. Science of mammals, 
mammalogy. So ~ist n. [as prec. + 
-LOGY ] 

thesaur'us, n. (pi. -ri). Elaborate lexicon, 
cyclopaedia. [L, f. Gk thesauros treasure] 

these. See this. 

thes'Is (or thg- as below), n. (pi. theses pr. 
-ez). 1. Proposition to be maintained; 
dissertation, esp. one by candidate for 
degree; school or college exercise. 2. (Also 
thC-) unaccented syllable in English 
scansion (cf. arsis). [L f. Gk thesis putting, 
placing; a proposition etc., f. the- root of 
tilhemi place] 

Thes'plan, a. & n. 1. Of Thespis, semi- 
-legendary Greek dramatic poet of 6th c. 
B.c.; the ~ art, the drama. 2. n. Actor or 
actress, [f. Gk Thespis + -an ] 

thet'a, n. Greek letter (0, d) = th. [Gk] 
the'urgjy, n. Supernatural agency esp. in 
human affairs; art of securing this; 
magical science of Neoplatonists; pro¬ 
duction of effects by supernatural agency 
opp. natural magic. Hence or cogn. 
theub'gic(AL) aa., ~ist(3) n. [f. LL f. Gk 
theourgia f. theos god + -ergos working] 

thews (-z), n. pi. Sinews, muscles; (fig.) 
mental or moral vigour. Hence thewED2 
(-ud), thew'LESs, thew'Y2, aa. [OE 
theaw, = OS lhau, OHG dau usage, cus¬ 
tom] 

they (dha), pron. (obj. them pr. dhem, 
-6m, poss. THEIR). PI. Of HE, SHE, IT; ~ 
(the persons) who; ~ (people in general) 
say; ~ (those in authority) have raised the 
rates; (joc.) them’s (those are) my senti¬ 
ments. [ME thei f. ON their nom. pi. 
ma.se. of sd, sit, that the] 

thick, a., n., & adv. 1. Of great or specified 
depth between opposite surfaces, as 
bread is (cut) too ~, spread the butter ~, a 
board two inches ~, how ~ was it?; (of 
line etc.) broad, not fine, (of script, type, 
etc.) consisting of ~ lines. 2. Arranged 

closely, crowded together, as ~ hair, 
forest, crowd grew ~er; numerous, as 
fell ~ as peas; abounding, packed, with, 
as trees ~ with leaves, air ~ with snotv; of 
firm consistence, as ~ paste, soup ; turbid, 
muddy, cloudy, not clear, as ~ puddles, 
weather is still 3. Stupid, dull; (of 
voice) muffled, indistinct. 4. (colloq.). 
Intimate, esp. ~ as thieves. 5. Lay it on 
~, (si.) be profuse esp. in compliments; 
II a bit ~, rather ~, a little too ~, etc. (si.), 
going beyond what is reasonable, too 
much of a good thing; II ~ ear (si.), 
external ear swollen as result of blow 
(esp. in give person a ~ ear). 6. ~'head, 
blockhead; ~-headed, stupid; ~'sW, set 
or growing close together, heavily or 
solidly built, (n., ~'se() kind of stout 
fustian, (also ~se t hedge) close-grown 
hedge; ~-skinned, (fig.) not sensitive to 
reproach, insult, etc., stolid; ~-skulled, 
-wilted, stupid; || ~ ’im(obs. sh), sovereign 
(coin). 7. n. The ~ part of anything, esp. 
fig. in the ~ of it (of fight etc.); (colloq.) 
stupid person ; through ~ <£■ thin, under all 
conditions, resolutely, so —&-thin a., as 
~-&-thin supporters. 8. adv. ~ly, as 
snow was falling ~, blows came fast & ~, 
heart beats~. Hence~'ISH 1 a.,~'LY2 adv. 
[OE thicce, OS thikki, OHG dicki, ON 
thykkr f. Gmc *lhik(k)uz] 

thick'en, v.t. & i. Make or become thick; 
make (gravy etc.) of stiffer consistence, 
whence ~ing1(3) n.; plot ~s (becomes 
more intricate), [-en6] 

thick'ct, n. Number of shrubs, trees, etc., 
growing close together. [OE tliiccet f. 
thick+ -ef denominative suf. ] 

thick'ness, n. Being thick; dimension 
other than length & breadth; piece of 
material of known ~, as three -~es of card¬ 
board will suffice, [-ness] 

thief, n. (pi. -ves). 1. One who steals esp. 
secretly & without violence, whence 
thiev'ERY(t), thiev'ishNESS, nn., thiev^ 
ish1 a., thiev'ishLY2 adv.; thieves’ latin. 

2. Projection in wick of candle causing it 
to gutter. [OE theof, OS thiof, OHG diob, 
ON thjofr, Goth thiufs f. Gmc *theubhaz] 

thieve, v.i. & t. Be a thief, practise steal¬ 
ing ; steal (thing). [OE theofta.n (as prec.)] 

thigh (thi), n. Part of human leg between 
hip & knee, corresponding part in other 
animals; smite hip1 and ~; ~-bone, single 
bone of ~, femur. Hence (-)~ed2 (-id) a. 
[OE theoh, OHG dioh, ON thjd f. Gmc 
*theuham] 

thill, n. Shaft of cart or carriage; (also 
^'er1 n.)—horse (put between ~s). [14th 
c., of uncert. orig.; cf. deal3] 

thim'ble, n. 1. Metal cap (occas. open 
at end) worn to protect finger & push 
needle in sewing; (mecli.) short metal 
tube, as ~ joint, coupling; metal ring 
concave on outside & fitting in rope to 
prevent chafing. 2. ~ful (-bl-fdbl), small 
quantity (of brandy etc.) to drink; 
rapping on head withas punishment; 
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~rig n. & v.i., (play) sleight-of-hand trick 
with three ~-shaped cups & pea, by¬ 
standers betting which cup covers pea, 
trigger, ono who plays this, sharper. [OE 
thymel, as thumb + -le(1)] 

thin1, a. Haying opposite surfaces close 
together, of small diameter, slender, as ~ 
wire, string, board, sheet; not dense, as 
~ air-, not full or closely packed, as ~ 
house (theatre); of slight consistency, as 
~ gruel; lacking in important ingredient, 
as ~ beer, blood, voice, humour, eloquence; 
(fig.) shallow, transparent, flimsy, as ~ 
disguise, excuse, (colloq.) that’s too ~; 
lean, not plump; (of lines) narrow, fine, 
(of script, type, etc.) consisting of ~ lines; 
(si.) uncomfortable, distasteful, (esp. 
have a ~ time); through thick and ~; 
~-skinned, (fig.) sensitive. Hence ~'ly2 
adv., ~'ness n., ~n'iSH1 a. [OE thynne, 
OS thunni, OHG dunni, ON thunnr f. 
Gmc “thunnuz cogn. w. L tenuis] 

thin2, v.t. & i. (-nn-). Make or become 
thin, reduce in bulk or numbers, as his 
hair is ~ning, nation had ~ned under (or 
been ~ned by) proscription; remove some 
young fruit from (vine, tree) to improve 
growth of rest (also ~ out seedlings etc.). 
(OE thynnian, as prec.] 

thine. See thy. 

thing, n. 1. Whatever is or may he an 
object of thought (including or opp. to 
person), as: (of animate objects, esp. 
persons, expr. contempt, pity, affection, 
etc.) poor ~, spiteful a dear old ~, 
dumb ~s, (si.) old ~, & ~s (colloq.=c& the 
like, etc.); (of inanimate material object) 
take those ~s off the table, platinum is a 
costly ~, got my ~s (clothes) wet, pack up 
your ~s (personal belongings); (of act, 
fact, idea, course, task, affair, circum¬ 
stance) a foolish ~ to do, soft ~, put '-up 
~, strange ~ that you cannot hold your 
tongue, that is not the same the only ~ 
now is to take a cab, the ~ (to aim at) is to 
improve the pace, ~s begin to look brighter, 
has made a mess of ~s, takes too 
seriously, (of specimen or typo of work 
etc.) the latest ~ in hats, a little ~ of mine 
I should like to read to you; not the (con¬ 
ventionally proper) ~; am not feeling at 
all the ~ (well); (law) ~s personal, real, 
personal, real, property; (pi., -with adj. 
following, often joc.) all that is so describ- 
able (~s Japanese, political, feminine, 
scholastic, etc.). 2. Do the handsome ~ by, 
treat handsomely; have a~ about (colloq.), 
be obsessed by; know a ~ or two, be ex¬ 
perienced or shrewd; make a good ~ of, 
make good profit by. [OE ( = OS, ON) 
thing, OHG ding public assembly etc.] 

thing'amy, thing'umajig, thing'um- 
bob, thing'ummy, nn. (colloq.). Person, 
thing, whose name one forgets or treats 
as known, what’s-his-name, wliat-d’you- 
-call-it. [prec.] 

think, v.t. & i. (thought pr. thawt). 
1. Consider, he of opinion, as we ~ (that) 

third 
he will come, we do not ~ it probable, I ~ 
it a shame, it is not thought fair, is thought 
to be a fraud, I don’t ~ (si. addition to 
ironical statement, as you are a pattern 
of tact, I don’t ~). 2. Intend, expect, as 
~s to deceive us. 3. Form conception of, 
as cannot ~ the infinite, (colloq.) I can’t ~ 
how you do it. 4. Recognize presence or 
existence of, as the child thought no harm. 
5. Reduce to specified condition etc. by 
~ing, as cannot ~ away a toothache, will 
~ himself silly. 6. Exercise the mind 
otherwise than by passive reception of 
another’s ideas, as let me ~ (appeal for 
time before answering etc.), ~ twice before 
doing (avoid hasty action), ~ in German 
etc. 7. Have half-formed intention, as 
I ~ I’ll try. 8. ~ about, consider, esp. 
consider the practicability of (scheme, 
doing); ~ aloud, utter one’s thoughts in 
the order of thoir occurrence; ~ fit or 
good, choose (to do esp. arbitrary or 
foolish thing); ~ of, consider, imagine, 
propose to oneself, entertain the idea of, 
hit upon, as have many things to ~ of, to ~ 
of (one can hardly imagine) his not guess¬ 
ing it!, must be ~ing of going, couldn’t ~ 
of such a thing, ~ of a word beginning with 
Ii, would have telephoned if I had thought 
of it; ~ belter of, decide on second thoughts 
to abandon (intention), (also) have 
higher opinion of (person, esp. than to 
believe etc.); ~ little or nothing of, consider 
insignificant or contemptible, as~ nothing 
of 30 miles a day, I ~ nothing of your 
friend Jones; ~ much, well, highly, meanly, 
of, esteem thus, ~ no small beer of; ~ out, 
consider carefully, devise (plan etc.); ~ 
over (adv. or prep.), reflect upon, as ~ 
over what I have said, will ~ it over; ~ up 
(colloq.), devise. Hence ~'able, ~'ing2 

(all ~ing men, all who accept my view), 
aa., ~'er 1 n. [OE thenc(e)an, OS thenkian, 
OHG denken, ON thekkja, Goth, thagkjan 
f. Gmc “think-, “thank- (whence also 
thank), “thunk-] 

thl(o)-, comb, form of Gk theion sulphur, 
as ~'o-acid, acid in which oxygen is 
replaced by sulphur. 

thfrd, a. & n. 1. Next after second, 
whence ~'ly2 adv. 2. degree, || ~ 
estate, of exchange1; ~-class, -rate, 
(loosely) inferior, poor; (crick.) ~ man, 
(place of) fielder between slip(s) and 
point; ~ party or person (see person for 
gram, sense), another besides the two 
principals, bystander etc., (—party risks 
in insurance, damage to another than 
the insured, which the underwriter con¬ 
tracts to meet); ~ republic. 3. n. One 
of three equal divisions of a whole. 
4. Sixtieth of a second of time or angular 
measurement. 5. (runs.). Interval of 
which the span involves three alpha¬ 
betical notes, harmonic combination of 
the notes thus separated. 6. ~ part 
of husband’s personal property, formerly 
going to widow in certain cases. [OE 
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thridda, OS -to, OHG dritto, ON thrithi, 
Goth, thridja f. Gmc *thridhjaz cogn. w. 
Gk tritos, L tertius] 

thirst, n., & v.i. 1. Suffering caused by 
want of drink, desire for drink (have a ~, 

colloq., want a drink); (fig.) ardent desire, 
craving, (of, for, after, glory, person’s 
blood, etc.). 2. v.i. Feel ~ (now chiefly 
fig. for, after). Hence ~'less a. [OE (OS) 
thurst, OHG durst, ON tfiorsti, Goth. 
thaurstei f. Gmc *thurs- cogn. w. L torrere 
parch; vb f. n., OE thyrstan] 

thirs'tiy, a. Feeling thirst (be~y, current 
E for thirst vb); fond of drink; (of country 
or season) dry, parched; (colloq.) causing 
thirst, as this is ~y work. Hence ~lly2 

adv. [OE tlmrstig (prec., -y1)] 
thirteen', a. & n. One more than twelve, 

13, xiii; the ~ superstition (that ~ as the 
number of persons at table, or of one’s 
room etc., brings ill luck). Hence ~tk2 a. 
& n. [OE threotiene, -tene (as three, see 
-TEEN)] 

thfrt' y, a. & n. Three times ten, 30, xxx; 
-—one etc., '-‘-first etc.; T—'-nine Articles 
(subscribed to by person taking orders 
in Ch. of Eng.); ~-two-mo, 32mo, book 
with 32 leaves to the sheet. Hence 
thfi’t'iETH, ~fold (see -fold), aa. & nn. 
[OE thrifty (thri three, see -ty2)] 

this (dh-), a. & pron. (pi. these pr. dhez). 
The (person, thing), the person or thing, 
close at hand or touched or pointed to or 
drawn attention to or observed by the 
speaker at the time, or already named or 
understood or in question or familiar 
(seldom idiomatically interchangeable 
with that1, but often only equally applic¬ 
able to the facts, the implication of greater 
nearness, familiarity, etc., being purely 
idiomatic), as observe ~ dog on the hearth- 
-rug, who are these people in the next room'?, 
what is all ~ noise?, fold it like ~, I knew 
all ~ before, ~ (your action, the action I 
am speaking of) is not fair, ~ term is liable 
to much abuse, things are easier in these 
days; ~ and that 1; ~ much, ~ amount 
(esp. = what I am about to state, as I 
know ~ much, that the thing is absurd); ~, 
that 1, & the other; (of time) ~ day, today, 
shall be or have been busy all ~ week, ought 
to be ready by ~ (time), before ~ (time), 
have been asking for it these (or ~) three 
weeks (just past). [OE masc. thes, fem. 
theos, neut. this, ult. f. root tha- (that1); 

OE pi thus gave those; the less common 
pi. thves, ME thes, later these, was ult. 
different, f. those ] 

this'ness (dll-), n. Quality of being this, 
= haecceity. [-ness] 

thi'stle (-si), n. Kinds of prickly compo¬ 
site plant with globular or cylindrical 
heads with purple, yellow, or white 
flowers, Scottish national emblem (cf. 
rose) ; Order of the T~, a Scottish order of 
knighthood. Heneethi'stlY2(-sli)a. [OE 
thistil, -el, OHG distil, ON thistell, -ill) 

thith'er (dhidh-), adv. (arch.). To that 

place, there (of motion). Hence ~ward(s) 

adv. [OE thider, alt. (after hither) f. 
thseder f. root tha- (that1, THE)+suf. 

-ther denoting motion towards, cf. 
hither, whither] 

tho’. See though. 
II tholev.t. (arch., exc. Sc.). Undergo, 
endure, suffer, (pain, grief, etc., or abs.); 
permit, admit of. [OE iholian, OS -on, 
-ian, OHG dolon, ON thola, Goth, thulan 
1. Gmc *thul- cogn. w. L tolerare] 

thole2, n. (Also —pin) pin in gunwale of 
boat as fulcrum for oar; each of two such 
pins between which oar plays. [OE 
thol(l), MDu., MLG dolle, ON thollr] 

Thom'lism (to-), n. Doctrine of Thomas 
Aquinas (died 1274), a scholastic phi¬ 
losopher and theologian, or of his 
followers. So ~ist n., ~is'tlc(Al.) aa. 
[-ISM] 

thong, n., & v.t. 1. Narrow strip of leather 
used as halter, reins, lash of whip, etc. 
2. v.t. Provide with ~, strike with ~. 
[OE thwang, thwong (cf. ON thvengr), 
f. Gmc. *thwing-, *thivang-, *thwung-, 
restrain (cf. G zwingen)] 

Thor, n. Scandinavian god of thunder, 
war, & agriculture; ~’s hammer, flint 
axe (-hammer), [f. ON Thorr] 

thdr'ax, n. (Anat., zool.) part of trank 
between neck & abdomen or tail, whence 
thora'cic a., thora'ci-, thora'cico-, 
thorac'o-, comb, forms; (Gk ant.) 
breastplate, cuirass. [L, f. Gk thorax-akos] 

thor'ite, n. A black compact mineral 
found in Norway. [thor + -ite 1 ] 

thor'ium, n. Radio-active metallic ele¬ 
ment, the oxide of which is used in gas- 
-mantlcs. [thor -f -ium ] 

thorn, n. 1. Prickle, spiny process on 
plant, esp. abortive branch; kinds of 
~y shrub or tree, as haw~, white~, 
black~; a ~ in one’s flesh or side, constant 
source of annoyance; be, sit, on ~s, be 
continuously uneasy esp. in expectation 
of being detected etc. at any moment. 
2. Name of the obs. E letter p (th). 3. 
back, ray with spines on back and tail, 
British spider crab ; bill, tail, kinds of 
humming-bird; tree (S. Afr.), kinds of 
acacia. Hence ~'iess, ~'y2 (often fig. 
of affair, = hard to handle), aa. [OE, OS, 
ON thorn, OHG dorn, Goth, thaurnus f. 
Gmc *thurnuz] 

thorough (thu'ro), a., n., prep., & adv. 
1. Complete, unqualified, not superficial, 
out-&-out, as his work is seldom ~, has 
caught a ~ chill, ivants a ~ change, a ~ 
scoundrel. 2. n. (hist.). Uncompromising 
policy of Strafford & Laud under Charles I. 
3. prep. & adv. (arch.). Through (~ bush, 
~ brier). 4. —bass, bass part accom¬ 
panied by signs esp. numerals to indicate 
the general harmony, such system of 
signs, (loosely) harmonic composition; 

brace, strap between C-springs of 
vehicle; ~bred a. & n., (animal, esp. 
horse) of pure breed, high-spirited. 
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mettlesome, (also fig. of persons); '—fare, 
road, street, esp. one through which 
much traffic passes; no —fare, (as notice 
at end of obstructed or private road) no 
passage; —going, uncompromising, out- 
-&-out; spaced, (lit., of horse) trained to 
all paces, (fig.) complete, unqualified, as 
a spaced rascal; —-pin, swelling in hollow 
of horse’s hock. Hence~LY2(-il'roli) adv., 
~ness (-u'rones) n. [later OE thuruh, var. 
of thurh THROUGH] 

thorp(e), n. Village, hamlet. [OE, OS, 
ON thorp, OHG dorf, Goth, thaurp f. 
Gmc *thorpam] 

those, [pi. of that1; see this] 

thou (dhow), pron. (object, thee, pi. ye, 

you), & v.t. & i. Sing. pron. of 2nd pers., 
now arch, or poet. exc. in addressing God 
& (usu. thee as subject, with 3rd pers. 
vb) as used by Quakers; (v.t.) address 
(person) as ~ ; (v.i.) use ~ instead of you. 
[OE, OS thu, OHG du, ON thin, Goth. 
thu f. Gmc *thu cogn. w. L tu\ 

though (dho), tho’, conj. (Also although) 
notwithstanding the fact that, as he 
finished first — he began last, — it was late 
ive decided to go; (also although) on the 
supposition that, as it is better to ask him 
(even) — he (should) refuse or refuses; what 
— (what does it matter if) the way is 
(arch, be) long?; as —, as if, as it is as — a 
man should ask alms of a beggar, he acts as — 
he were mad-, it looks as — he meant (vulg. 
means) business; (introducing what is 
virtually an independent sentence) & 
yet, as I have no doubt he will understand 
■— ~ you never know; (abs. or as adv.) 
however, as I wish you had told me, —. 
[ME thoh etc. f. ON tho (f. *thauh), 
corresp. to OE theah, theh, OS thoh, OHG 
doh f. Gmc *lhauh] 

thought1 (thawt), n. 1. Process, power, of 
tliinking; faculty of reason; sober reflec¬ 
tion (in —, meditating); consideration, 
as take — (consider matters), after serious 
—, acts without —; idea, conception, chain 
of reasoning, etc., produced by thinking, 
as an essay full of striking —s, a happy —, 
well-timed or apposite idea or suggestion; 
half-formed intention, as had (some) —s 
of resigning, had no — of offending him; 
(usu. pi.) what one thinks, one’s opinion, 
as will tell you my —s of the matter; subject 
of one’s ~, as his one — is how to gel away, 
a penny for your —s; you are much in my 
—s, I often think of you. 2. A —, a little, 
somewhat, as cut it a — shorter, seems to 
me a — arrogant; free l~; quick as —, very 
quick; second —s, further consideration, 
as second —s are best, on second —s I will 
take a bus; —-reader, -reading, reader, 
reading, of person’s ~s by telepathy; ~- 
-transference, telepathy;'—leave, undula¬ 
tion of the supposed medium of —trans¬ 
ference. Hence (-)~ed2 (-awt-) a. [OE 
thoht f. •thoht f. *lhanht f. st. of thencan 
think + -t suff. ] 

thought2. See think. 

thought'ful (-awt-), a. Engaged in or 
given to meditation; (of book, writer, 
remark, etc.) giving signs of original 
thought; (of persons or conduct) consider¬ 
ate, not haphazard or unfeeling. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME; -ful] 

thought'less (-awt-), a. Careless of con¬ 
sequences or of others’ feelings; due to 
want of thought. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~NESS n. [-LESS] 

thous'and (-z-), a. & n. Ten hundred, 
1000, M (for uses cf. hundred); (loosely) 
many, as a~ times easier, one in a — (esp. 
rare or excellent one); (a) — <£• one, 
myriad, numberless (the — cf- one small 
worries of life; made a — <£• one excuses); a 
— thanks, pardons, apologies, etc. (forms 
of polite exaggeration); uiter ten —. 
Hence ~fold a. & adv., (-)~th2 a. & n. 
[OE thusend, OS -ind, OHG dusunt, ON 
thiisund, Goth, thiisundi] 

thrall (-awl), n., a., & v.t. 1. Slave (of, to, 
person or thing, lit. & fig.); bondage, esp. 
in —. 2. adj. (arch.). Enslaved (to). 
3. v.t. Enslave. Hence thra'lDOM (-awl-) 
n. [OE three! f. ON threell) 

thrash, thresh, v.t. & i. 1. (usu. -esh). 
Beat out or separate grain from (corn etc.) 
on threshing-floor or in threshing-machine; 
(fig.)~ out, arrive at, obtain, (the truth, 
rhyme, etc.) by repeated trial. 2. (Of 
paddle-wheel, branch, etc.) act like flail, 
deliver repeated blows, (of ship) keep 
striking the waves, make way against 
wind or tide (usu. -ash, as ~ to windward). 
3. (-ash). Beat esp. with stick or whip, 
conquer, surpass, whence thrash'iNG1 n. 
[OE therscan, later threscan, OHG 
dreskan, ON threskja, Goth, thriskan] 

thrash'er, thre-, n. Kind of shark; (usu. 
thre-) person, machine, that threshes; 
(thra-) one who thrashes. [-ER1 ] 

thrason’ical, a. Bragging. Hence ~ly2 
adv. [f. L Thraso -onis, character in 
Terence, f. Gk thrasus bold, +-ICAL] 

thread1 (-r<5d), n. 1. Spun-out filament of 
cotton, flax, silk, wool, etc., yarn, (has 
not a dry ~ on him, is wet through); thin 
cord of twisted yarns; gold ~ (of silk etc. 
with gold wire wound round it); lisle 

thread ; ~ & thrum 1; —shaped thing, 
long slender body, e.g. spiral part of 
screw; thin seam or vein of ore; (fig.) 
the ~ (course) of life; hang by a ~, (of 
person’s fife etc.) be in a precarious state, 
(of momentous issue etc.) be determin¬ 
able either way by something still in 
doubt; lost the ~ (chain, connexion) of his 
argument; resume or take up the ~ of, 
proceed with after interruption; gather 
up the ~s, bring the divisions of subject 
etc. into relation after separate treat¬ 
ment. 2. ~'bare, (of cloth) worn so that 
nap is lost and ~ visible, wearing such 
clothes, (fig.) well-worn, hackneyed, 
whence bareness n.; ~ lace (made of 
~); —"'mark, mark made in bank-note 
paper with highly coloured silk fibres to 
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prevent counterfeiting; —-needle, child¬ 
ren’s game (old Lady of T~needle St); 
— -paver, (strip of) soft thin paper used 
for rolling up —; '—'worm, kinds of —like 
worm, esp. one infesting rectum of 
children. Hence —'Iness n., —'Y2 a., 
(-red-). [OE thrsed, OHG drat, ON 
thrdthr, f. Gmc *thriedhuz f. three- throw ] 

thread2 (-red), v.t. Pass thread through 
eye of (needle); string (beads etc.) on 
tiiread, make (chain etc.) thus; pick one’s 
way through (maze, streets, crowded 
place, etc.), make one’s way thus; streak 
(hair etc.) as with threads. [ME, f. prec. ] 

threat (-r6t), n. Declaration of intention 
to punish or hurt; (law) such menace 
of bodily hurt or injury to reputation or 
property as may restrain person’s free¬ 
dom of action; indication of coming evil 
(there is a~ of rain). [OE threat affliction 
etc.,f. Gmc *thrautazf. *threut-, *Ihra.ut-, 
*thrut- whence OHG -driozan (G verdrle¬ 
ssen), Goth. -thriutan\ 

threa'ten (-retn), v.t. & i. Use threats 
towards (person etc., or abs.; until the 
evil —ed), as ~ed me vrith death, am 
—ed with a visit; give warning of the 
infliction of (injury etc., or abs.), an¬ 
nounce one’s intention (to do), as punish¬ 
ment or in revenge etc., as —s every kind 
of torment, — to resign, (fig.) clouds — (an 
interruption or to interrupt us), the practice 
r~s to become general. Hence —IngLY2 adv. 
[OE threatnian f. prec. + -en6] 

three, a. & n. 1. One more than two, 3, iii; 
(skat.) any of four turns in which direc¬ 
tion & edge are both changed; (rugby 
footb.) —-quarter; ~ times —, ~ cheers 
thrice repeated; the — IPs, reading, 
writing, arithmetic; rule of —. 2. —- 
-bottle man, old-fashioned hard drinker; 
— -card trick (in which bets are made on 
which is the queen among ~ cards lying 
face downwards; also find the lady); —- 
-colour process (of reproducing natural 
colours by combining photographs in red, 
blue, & yellow); —-cornered, triangular, 
(of contest etc.) between — parties each 
for himself; —-deck'er, war-vessel with 
— gun-decks, novel in ~ volumes, —- 
-storeyed pulpit ;—-handed, with — hands, 
played by — persons, as — -handed euchre-, 
— halfpence, 1 id.; T— in One, the Trinity; 
—-tone, wide enough for — lines of traffic; 
—-legged race, of couples each having a 
right & left leg tied together; — -mast’er, 
vessel esp. schooner with — masts; 
II'—pair, (of room) up — pair of stairs 
(usu. —-pair back or front)-, ||—'pence 
(thrSp-, -ip-), sum of — pence; ||—1'penny 
(bit) (same pron.), coin worth — pence; 
(the) —-per-cents, (government) bonds 
bearing that interest; —-phase; —-pip, of 
— strands, webs, or thicknesses, (as n.) 
—ply wood made by gluing together 3 
layers with grain in different directions; 
—-point landing (aeron.), landing of an 
aircraft on the two wheels & the tail skid 

simultaneously; —-quart'er(s), (adj.) of— 
fourths of normal size or numbers, (of 
portrait) going down to hips, showing — 
fourths of face, (n.) any of 3 or 1 players 
behind HALF-backs; —score’, (age of) 
sixty (—score & ten, age of 70 as normal 
limit of life). Hence —'fold a. & adv. 
[OE thri, fern. & neut. thrio, three f. Gmc 
•thriz (f. *thrijiz), *thrijo, Aryan treies, 
treja, Skr. trayas, Gk treis, tria, L tres, 
tria] 

three'some, n. & a. 1. Set of three per¬ 
sons; game etc. for three. 2. adj. Of 
three, [-some] 

thremmatol'ogy, n. Science of breeding 
animals & plants, [f. Gk thremma -maios 
nursling (trepho nourish, -M), -0-, -logy] 

thren'|5de, -ody, nn. (Song of) lamenta¬ 
tion esp. on person’s death. Hence or 
cogn. —f.t'ic, — et'icAL, —od'iAL, —od'ic, 
aa., —odiST(3) n. [f. Gk threnoidia (threnos 
wailing +6ide ode)] 

thresh etc. See thrash etc. 
thresh'old, n. Plank or stone at bottom 

of door in dwelling-house, church, etc.; 
(loosely, esp. fig.) entrance, as at the — of 
a discussion, on the — of a revolution, of a 
new century-, (psych.) limit of conscious¬ 
ness, limit below which a stimulus ceases 
to be perceptible. [OE therscold, -wold, 
etc., gen. referred to thresh] 

threw. See throw. 

thrice, adv. (arch, or literary). Three 
times (now chiefly in comb. = highly, as 
— -blessed, -favoured). [ME thries f. tlirie 
adv. (OE thriwa, thriga) +-es] 

thrid, v.t. (arch.; -dd-). = thread2. 

thrid'ace, n. Inspissated juice of lettuce, 
used as sedative, [f. Gk thridax -akos 
lettuce] 

thrift, n. 1. Frugality, economical man¬ 
agement, whence —'less a., —'lessLY2 

adv., —'lessNESS n. 2. n. Kinds of plant, 
esp. sea-pink. [ME, f. thrive+ -<; cf. 
drift, gift (-th1 (a))] 

thrif'tly, a. Frugal, economical; thriving, 
prosperous. Hence— Ily2adv. [ME;-y2] 

thrill, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Penetrate (person 
etc.) with wave of emotion or sensation, 
as his voice — ed the listeners; be thus 
penetrated or agitated (with horror etc.); 
(of emotion etc.) pass through, over, along, 
as fear — ed through my veins; quiver, 
throb, (as) with emotion. 2. n. Wave of 
emotion or sensation, as a — of joy; throb, 
pulsation; (med.) kinds of tremor or 
resonance observed in auscultation; (si.) 
sensational story. Hence —'er’(2) n. (esp. 
sensational play or tale), —'ingLY2 adv., 
—'ingNESS n. [metathetic f. (now dial.) 
thirl vb f. OE thyrlian pierce f. thyr(e)l 
hole f. thurh through +-el] 

thrips, n. Kinds of insect, esp. (improp.) 
some injurious to vines etc. [L f. Gk, = 
woodworm] 

thriv|e, v.i. (throve rarely — ed, thriven 
rarely — ed). Prosper, flourish; grow 
rich; (of animal or plant) grow vigorously. 
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Hence~'IngLY2 adv., ~'ingNESs n. [ME, 
f. ON thrifask refl. thrive] 

thro’, thro. See through. 

throat, n., & v.t. 1. Front of neck between 
chin & collar-bone, jugular region, (cut 
one’s ~, esp. with intent to kill him; take 
by the —, try to throttle); gullet; wind¬ 
pipe, as words stuck in my —; ~-shaped 
thing, e.g. narrow part of river between 
rocks, (also in many naut. wds); sore —, 
inflammation of lining membrane of 
gullet etc., clergyman’s (sore) —, form of 
this affecting those who speak much in 
public, often of nervous origin ; cut one’s 
own —, one another’s —s, adopt suicidal, 
mutually destructive, policy; lie in one’s 

lie grossly; give person the lie in his —, 
accuse him of lying grossly; thrust thing 
down one’s ~, force it on his attention. 
2. v.t. Channel, groove. Hence (-)~ed2 a. 
[OE throte, -u, app. f. Gmc. *thrut-, thrut 
(OE thriilian to swell); cogn. w. OHG 
drozza (G drossel)] 

throat'|y, a. Guttural, uttered in the 
throat; having prominent or capacious 
throat. Hence ~Iness n. [-Y2] 

throb, v.i. (-bb-), & n. 1. (Of heart, 
bosom, temples, etc.) palpitate, pulsate 
esp. with more than usual force or 
rapidity; (flg.) quiver, vibrate, (as) with 
emotion. 2. n. Palpitation, pulsation, as 
heart—s, —s of pleasure. Hence ~b'ing- 
ly2 adv. [ME, app. imit. ] 

thrSe, n., & v.i. 1. (Usu. pi.) violent 
pang(s), esp. of childbirth lit. & flg., 

anguish; (pop.) in the —s of (struggling 
with) spring-cleaning. 2. v.i. (rare). Be 
in agony. [17th c. alt. f. obs. throw(e), 
poss. rel. to throw1] 

II Throgmdrt'on Street. (Used for) the 
London Stock Exchange or its members 
or operations. 

thromblos'is, n. Coagulation of blood in 
blood-vessel or organ. Hence ~6t'io a. 
[Gk thrombosis curdling (thrombos lump, 
see -osis)] 

throne, n., & v.t. 1. Chair of state for 
sovereign, bishop, etc., usu. decorated & 
raised on dais; sovereign power, as came 
to the —, lost his —; (pi.) third order1 of 
angels. 2. v.t. (poet. exc. in p.p.). En¬ 
throne (lit. & fig.). Hence ~'less (-nl-) a. 
[ME, f. OF trone f. L f. Gk thronos seat, 
chair] 

throng, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Crowd of people; 
multitude esp. in small space (of people 
or things). 2. vb. Come, go, press, (round 
etc.) in multitudes; fill (street etc.) with 
a crowd or as crowd does; (arch.) press 
hard upon (person). [ME thrang(e), 
throng(e), f. st. of OE thringan -thrang 
-thrungen press] 

thro'stle (-si), n. 1. Song-thrush. 2. (Also 
'--frame) machine for spinning wool, 
cotton, etc. [OE throstle f. root of Gmc 
*thrastuz (ON thrQstr), commonly referrod 
to Aryan *lrosdus, whence L lurdus] 

throt'tle, n., & v.t. 1. Throat, gullet, 

throw 

windpipe; (also —-valve) valve controlling 
flow of steam etc. in engine. 2. v.t. Choke, 
strangle; control (steam etc., engine) 
with ~-valve; ~ down, reduce speed of 
(engine, car) thus, [vb (f. 1400) perh. f. 
THROAT + -le(3); n. (f. 1550) of obsc. hist.; 
perh. f. vb ] 

through, thro’, thro, ( rdo), prep., adv., 
& a. 1. From end to end or side to side of, 
between the sides or walls or parts of, 
as marched — the toiun, arrow went — his 
arm, see — a telescope, look — the window', 
pass — the doorway, swam — the leaves, 
pushes his fingers — his hair; (fig.) went — 
many trials, got — his examinations, saw — 
his hypocrisy, wait — ten long years, 
flashed — his mind; by reason of, by 
agency, means, or fault of, as it all came 
about — his not knowing the way, concealed 
it — shame, it was all — you that we were 
late: *up to and including (from Friday 
— Tuesday). 2. adv. From side to side, 
from end to end, from beginning to end, 
as let us stroll —, would not let vs — (gate 
etc.), ice gave <£• I went —, read it carefully 
—, read it — & — (— again & again), looked 
him — & — (observed searchingly), lasted 
all — (all the time); (colloq.) are you — 
(with that job)?, have you finished (it) ?; 
carry, drop or fall1, pull1, ~; go1 ~ 
with. 3. adj. Going, concerned with going, 
~, as a — bolt, —-stone, = bond l-stone; 
esp. (of railway or steamboat travelling) 
going all the way without change of line 
etc., going over different companies’ lines 
with same ticket, as ~ carriage, train, 
passenger, ticket (for ~ passenger), fares. 
4. —-put n., amount of material put ~ in 
a manufacturing etc. process. [OE, OS 
thurh, OHG duruh; cogn. w. Goth, thairh 
(cf. thairko hole), thrill] 

through'ly (-obll), adv. (arch.). Thorough¬ 
ly. [15th C., f. THROUGH -f-LY2] 

throughout' ( rob-owt), adv. & prep. 
1. Right through, in every part, in all 
respects, as timber was rotten —, followed a 
sound policy —. 2. prep. Right through, 
from end to end of, as ~ the length & 
breadth of the land, — the 18th century. 
[ME; OUT] 

throve. See thrive. 

throw1 (-6), v.t. & i. (threw pr. -oo, —n 
pr. -on). 1. Release (ball, object) after 
imparting motion, propel through space, 
send forth or dismiss esp. with some 
violence, fling or hurl or cast (lit. & fig.), 
as must not — stones (lit., & fig. = cast 
imputations), threw the ball over his head, 
learnt to — a fly (in fishing), mortars — 
shells, hose —s water, house —n down by 
earthquake, ship was —n upon the coast, 
—n from his horse, was —n into a dilemma 
or upon his own resources, — cold1 water 
on, — a SOP to; ~ light on the matter, help 
to explain it; ~ down the glove, ~ dust 1 
in person’s eyes; — oneself, one’s daughter, 
at the head of (openly seek as husband); 
~ (as fling) in one’s teeth; — good money 
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after bad (lose more in trying to recoup a 
loss); (w. ind. obj.) ~ me a rope, ~ one a 
kiss (wave hand to him after kissing it); 
(crick., of bowler) deliver ball with sudden 
straightening of elbow (was no-balled for 
~ing). 2. (Of wrestler, horse) bring 
(antagonist, rider) to the ground. 3. Put 
(clothes etc.) carelessly or hastily on, off, 
over one’s shoulders etc.; (of snake) cast 
(skin). 4. (Of animals, e.g. rabbits, 
pigeons) bring forth (young). 5. Make 
(specified cast) with dice, as threw deuce- 
-ace. 6. Twist (silk etc.) into threads. 
7. Shape (round pottery) on potter’s 
wheel. 8. Turn, direct, move esp. quickly 
(esp. part of body), as threw his eyes to the 
ground, a glance backwards, his arms up, 
his head back-, ~ a chest (si.), stand erect 
with chest expanded. 9. ‘Lose (contest, 
race, etc.) intentionally. 10. Have (a fit); 
(si.) give (a party). 11. ~ away, (fig.) part 
with needlessly or recklessly, lose by 
neglect, as threw away all his advantages, 
an excellent offer; (theatr.) speak (lines) 
with conscious under-emphasis; (p.p.) 
wasted, as the advice was ~n away upon 
him.. 12. ~ back, revert to ancestral 
character; ~Lback n., reversion to ances¬ 
tral character, example of this. 13. ~ 
oneself down, lie down. 14. ~ in, (also ~ 
into the bargain) add (thing) to a bargain 
without extra charge; interpose (word, 
remark) by way of parenthesis or casually; 
~ in one’s hand, lit. in card games esp. 
poker, (fig.) give up, withdraw from a 
contest; ~ in one’s lot with, decide to 
share the fortunes of. 15. ~ oneself into, 
engage vigorously in. 16. ~ off, discard 
(acquaintance etc.); contrive to get rid of 
(illness, troublesome companion); aban¬ 
don (disguise); produce, deliver, (poem, 
epigram) in offhand manner; (of hounds 
or hunt, & transf.) begin hunting, make a 
start, begin speaking, playing, etc.; (& see 
above). 17. ~ oneself on, upon, place 
one’s reliance on (the mercy of the court 
etc.). 18. ~ open, open suddenly or wide; 
make accessible (to all comers etc.); ~ 
open the door to, make possible. 19. ~ out, 
cast out; build (wing of house, pier, pro¬ 
jecting or prominent thing); suggest, 
put forward tentatively; reject (bill in 
Parliament); distract (person speaking, 
thinking, or acting) from the matter in 
hand so that he blunders or stops; (crick., 
of fielder) put out (batsman) by ~ing at 
& hitting wicket. 20. ~ over, desert, 
abandon. 21. ~ overboard, see over-(2). 

22. ~ up, lift up (window-sash); resign 
(office); vomit (t. & i.); ~ one’s eyes up 
(as sign of horror or outraged propriety); 
~ up the sponge. Hence (-^'er1 (-oer) n. 
[OE thrawan twist, turn, OS thraian, 
OHG draen f. Gmc *three- cogn. w. Gk 
iero bore, L lerere rub ; cf. thread ] 

throw2 (-6), n. 1. Throwing, cast; cast of 
dice; cast of fishing-line; distance a 
missile is or may be thrown, as record ~ 

with the hammer; a stone's ~, (loosely) 
slight distance; fall in wrestling; (crick.) 
bowler’s illegitimately delivered ball. 
2. (geol., mining). Fault, leap, in strata. 
3. Machine, device, giving rapid rotary 
motion. 4. ~Loff, start in hunt or race; 
~’-stick, club, stick, meant to be whirled 
from the hand, e.g. boomerang, [f. prec. ] 

throw'ster (-ro-), n. One who throws silk. 
[-STER] 

thrum1, n., & v.t. (-mm-). 1. Fringe of 
threads remaining on loom when web has 
been cut off; single thread of this; any 
loose thread or tuft; thread & ~, all alike, 
good & bad. 2. v.t. Make of, cover with, 
~s. Hence ~m'Y2 a. [OE, = OHG 
drum, ON thrgmr f. Gme * thrum-, *thram- 
cogn. w. L terminus] 

thrum2, v.i. & t. (-mm-), & n. 1. Play 
monotonously or unskilfully on or on 
(stringed instrument); drum, tap, idly on 
or on (table etc.). 2. n. Such playing, 
resulting sound, [imit. ] 

thrush1, n. Family or genus of birds, 
esp. European song-~, throstle. [OE 
thrysce f. Gmc *thruskjon] 

thrush2, n. Disease, esp. of children, 
marked by pearl-coloured fungous vesi¬ 
cles in mouth & throat; disease affecting 
frog of horse’s foot. [17th c., of unkn. 
orig. ] 

thrust, v.t. & i. (thrust), & n. 1. Push with 
sudden impulse or with force (lit. & fig.), 
as ~ his fist into my face, ~ the letter into 
his pocket, ~ a pin into the cushion, I ~ 
out my hand,~ him forth (out of room etc.), 
was ~ from his rights; ~ oneself or one’s 
nose in, obtrude, interfere; pierce (person 
etc.) through; make sudden push at 
(person etc. with dagger etc.); force one¬ 
self through, past, etc.; make one’s way 
thus; hence ~'er1 n. (|| esp., foxhunter 
who endangers others or the hounds in 
securing a forward place). 2. n. Sudden 
or forcible push, strong attempt to 
penetrate enemy’s line or territory; 
attack with point of weapon; remark 
aimed at a person (a shreivd, home 1, ~; 
he parried the ~); stress between two 
bodies esp. parts of structure, e.g. arch, 
rafters; crushing of coal-mine pillars by 
weight of roof; ~-block, (esp.) casting or 
frame carrying or containing the bearings 
on which the collars of a propeller-shaft 
press; —hoe (worked by ~, not pull). 
[ME thruste, thryste, f. ON thrysta] 

thud, v.i. (-dd-), & n. (Make, fall with) low 
dull sound as of blow on soft thing, [c. 
1500, app. imit.] 

thug, n. Member of a religious organiza¬ 
tion of assassins in India suppressed 
about 1825; cut-throat, ruffian, [f. Hind. 
thag] 

thugg'lee (-ge), n. (hist.). The practice of 
the thug. So -—ery, ~ism, nn., (-g-). [f. 
Hind, thagi as prec. ] 

Thul'e, n. Name given by Pytheas of 
Massilia to some (is)land north of Gt 
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Britain; id'lima (= farthest) any far¬ 
away unknown region, 

thumb (-m), n., & v.t. 1. Short thick 
finger set apart from & opposite to the 
others on human hand; digit of other 
animals corresponding to this in position; 
~s up! (si. excl. of satisfaction); rule 

of ~; his fingers are all ~s; under per- 
son’s~ (influence, domination). 2. ~-blue, 
washing indigo in small lumps; —index, 
set of lettered grooves cut in front edges 
of a book’s leaves to facilitate reference; 
'—latch (raised by pressing end of lever 
with ~); ~-mark (made by ~ esp. on loaf 
of book); sketch, portrait of ~-nail 
size, hasty word-picture; ~-nut (shaped 
for ~ to turn); ~-print, impression of ~ 
esp. as used for identification; screw, 
instrument of torture for squeezing ~s; 
~-stall, sheath, pad, etc., to protect ~; 
*~’tack, drawing-pin. 3. v.t. Wear, soil, 
(pages etc.) with ~; handle (piano keys 
etc.) or play (music) awkwardly; signal 
(to) with the ~ ; ~ a lift, (try to) get a lift 
from a passing motorist by such signal; 

one’s nose (at), cock a snook2 (at). 
Hence ~'less (-ml-) a. [OE thuma, OHG 
dumo f. Gmc *thumon cogn. w. L turnere 
swell] 

thumm'im. See urim. 
thump, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Beat heavily esp. 
with fist; deliver heavy blows at, on, etc.; 
~ the or a cushion (of vehement preacher 
emphasizing his words with blows on 
pulpit cushion). 2. n. Heavy blow, bang. 
[16th c., imit. ] 

thum'pler, n. In vbl senses, also : (colloq.) 
large, striking, or impressive person or 
thing, esp. lie, so ~ing2 a. [-ER1 ] 

thun'der, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Loud noise 
following flash of lightning & due to 
discharge of electricity through the 
air; ~bolt, as Jove’s ~s; (fig.) loud 
noise, as ~s of applause, blood-&—, (of 
novel etc.) sensational, melodramatic; 
(pi.) authoritative censure or threats (the 
~s of The Times, the Church). 2. v.i. Give 
forth ~, usu. it ~s; make loud noise, as 
voice ~ed in my ears; utter violent threats 
etc. against etc. 3. v.t. Emit (threats etc.) 
in loud or impressive manner. 4. Steal 
person’s (fig.) forestall him (by telling 
the story he meant to tell, making profit¬ 
able use of his invention before he can, & 
the like; from remark of John Dennis 
when the stage ~ he had intended for his 
own play was used for another); ~bolt, 
flash of lightning with crash of ~, imagin¬ 
ary bolt or shaft viewed as substance of 
lightning, kinds of stone or fossil supposed 
to be such bolt, formidable threat etc.; 
~clap, crash of ~ (esp. fig. or in simile of 
sudden terrible ovent or news; the ~clap 
of Napoleon’s escape; the news caine on me 
like a ~clap); ~cloud (producing ~); 
~storm (with ~ & lightning & usu. heavy 
rain or hail); ~struck, struck by lightning, 
amazed. Hence ~less, ~ous, ~y2, aa., 

~ously2 adv. [OE thunor, OS -er, OHG 
donar, ON thdrr f. Gmc *thonaraz cogn. 
w. L tnnare ] 

thun'derer, n. In vbl senses, esp. the T~, 
Jupiter (Tonans), || (joe.) The Times news¬ 
paper. [-ER1] 

thun'dering, a. & adv. In vbl senses, 
also or esp.; (colloq.) unusual(ly), re¬ 
markable, remarkably, decided(ly), as a 
~ nuisance, was ~ glad to get back, a ~ 
great fish; the Legion, Roman legion 
containing Christian soldiers whose 
prayers were held to have procured a 
thunderstorm that terrified the enemy. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [-inq2’ 1 ] 

thur|i-, comb, form of L thus thuris frank¬ 
incense, as : ~'ifer, acolyte who carries 
censer; ~lf'erous, producing frankin¬ 
cense ; ~ifica'tion, burning of incense, 

thur'ible, n. Censer. [ME, f. OP’, or L 
t(h)uribvlum (prec.) f. Gk thud sacrifice] 

Thurs'day (-zdl), n. P’ifth day of week; 
HOLY, MAUNDY, ~. [OE thunres-, thur(e)s- 
dxg, day of Thor, rendering LL dies Jovis 
day of Jupiter] 

thus (dh-), adv. In this way, in the way 
(to be) indicated, whence ~'ness n. (joc.); 

accordingly, as a result or inference; to 
this extent, so, as ~ far, ~ much. [OE, 
OS thus app. f. tha- (that1)] 

thwack, v.t., & n. = whack. [imit.] 
II thwaite, n. Piece of wild land made 
arable, [f. ON thveit paddock, f. *thvita 
= OE thwitan cut (cf. whittle)] 

thwart (-c5rt), adv., prep., & a., (arch.), 
v.t., & n. 1. Across, athwart; (naut.) ~- 
-hatese, across the hawse, ~-ship a., -ships 
adv., (lying) across ship; (adj.) lying 
across, transverse. 2. v.t. Frustrate, 
cross, (wish, purpose), whence ~'ingLY2 
adv. 3. n. Oarsman’s bench placed across 
boat. [ME thwert f. ON thvert adv., neut. 
of thverr adj., f. *thverh = OE thwerh, 
OHG twerh (G zwerch-), Goth, thwairhst. 
Gmc *thwerhw- cogn. w. L torquere twist] 

thy, thine, (dh-), pron. & a. Possessive 
case of, & adj. corresp. to, thou (now 
arch. etc. as thou ; before vowel usu. 
thine), also (thine) in abs. use, as it was 
thy fault, lift thine eyes, the fault is thine, 
do what thou wilt with thine own. [ME, 
reduced f. thin (mod. thine), OE, OS, ON 
thin, OHG din, Goth, theins f. Gmc 
*lhinaz] 

thyl'acine, n. Zebra wolf, a Tasmanian 
carnivorous marsupial. [F, f. Gk thulakos 
pouch, -INE1] 

thyme (tim), n. Kinds of plant, esp. 
common garden ~, shrub with pungent 
aromatic leaves used in cookery, shep¬ 
herd’s or wild ~, kind with mildly 
aromatic leaves. Hence thym'oL n. (a 
powerful antiseptic), thym'Y2 (ti-) a. 
[ME, f. OP1 thym f. L f. Gk thumon (thud 
sacrifice) ] 

thym'us, n. (anat.; pi. -mi). (Usu. ~ 
gland) a ductless gland situated near the 
base of the neck (in man disappearing 
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on the approach of puberty), [f. Gk 
ihumos] 

thyr'oid, a. & n. (anat., zool.). Shield- 
-sliaped, as ~ cartilage, large cartilage of 
larynx projection of which in man forms 
Adam’s apple; connected with the ~ 
cartilage, as ~ artery, ~ gland, large 
ductless gland lying near larynx and 
trachea secreting hormone which regulates 
rate of metabolism (~ gland or extract 
prepared from the ~ gland of animals and 
used in treating goitre, cretinism, etc.); 
having shield-shaped markings, as ~ 
woodpecker. Hence tkyro- comb, form 
(anat.). [f. obs. F -ide, irreg. f. Gk 
thureoeides (Galen) f. tliureos shield, sea 
-cup] 

thyrux'In(e), n. White active principle 
of thyroid gland, [f. tiiyr(oid) + ox- + -in] 

thyrs'us (-dr-), n. (Gk ant.; pi. -si). Staff 
tipped with ornament like pinc-cone, an 
attribute of Bacchus. [L, f. Gk thursos] 

thyself' (dll-), pron. Reflexive & emphat. 
form corresp. to thou, thee, [thy+self] 

ti1 (te), n. Kinds of tree with edible roots. 

[Polynesian name] 
ti2(tc). See si. 
tiar'a, n. Ancient Persian turban worn 
erect by king, depressed by others; 
Pope’s diadem pointed at top & sur¬ 
rounded by three crowns, (fig.) the papal 
office; ornamental coronet. Hence ~’d 

[-F.D2] a. [L f. Gk of unkn. orig.] 
tib'i |a, n. (anat.; pi. ~ae pr. -e). The shin- 

-bone; fourth joint of leg in insects; 
drumstick of fowl. So ~al a., ~o- comb, 
form. [L {ti-), = shin-bone, flute] 

tic, n. Habitual spasmodic contraction of 
muscles esp. of face; (in full~ douloureux 
pr. doleroo', & see Ap., lit. painful ~) 
severe form of facial neuralgia with con¬ 
vulsive twitchings. [F] 

tical (in Siam tikahl'; in Burma ti'kl), n. 
Former Siamese silver coin (roughly = 
1 rupee) or its weight; similar Burmese 
and Chinese weight. [Port, tical = Ind. 
tanka, taka ] 

ticc'a, a. (Anglo-Ind.). Engaged on con¬ 
tract, hired (esp. in gharry, hackney- 
-carriage). [Hind, fhikd, hire, fare] 

tice, n. = yorkee. [f. obs. tice entice] 

tick1, v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Make) slight re¬ 
curring click, esp. that of watch or clock 
(to or on the ~, with exact punctuality); 
(colloq.) moment, instant; —tack, pulsat¬ 
ing sound esp. of the heart (see also trick- 

-track), kind of manual semaphore signal¬ 
ling practised by racecourse touts;'—~, 
(nursery for) watch. 2. Small mark 
set against items in list etc. in checking; 
(v.t.) mark (item, usu. off) with ~. 3. (Of 
clock etc.) ~ away (the time etc.); ~ off 
(si.), reprimand; (of tape-machine) ~ out 
(news etc.); ~ over, (of int.-comb. engine) 
run slowly with gears etc. disconnected, 
also fig. [n. 15th c. (lek), cf. Du. tik, LG 
tikk touch, tick; vb 16th c., cf. Du., LG 
tikken, Norvv. tikkc touch lightly] 

tick2, n. Arachnid or insect parasitic on 
various animals, as dog, sheep, cattle, 
[OE *tica, ME teke, tyke, of obsc. orig.; 
cf. MDu., MLG teke, OHG zelw, G zecke] 

tick3, n. Cover, case, of bedding; (also 
~'ing1 n.) stout usu. striped linen or 
cotton material used for this. [15th c. 
tikke, teke (= MDu., MLG teke, OHG 
sieha), f. WG *teka, *tika, f. L f. Gk 
theke case] 

tick4, n., & v.i. & t. (colloq.). 1. Credit, as 
buy goods on ~. 2. vb. Give ~ ; buy or sell 
(thing) on~; give (person) [app. abbr. 
of ticket in phr. on the ticket ] 

tick'er, n. In vbl senses of tick1, esp.; 
(colloq.) watch, telegraphic tape; (joc.) 
the heart. [-ER1] 

tick'et, n., & v.t. 1. Written or printed 
piece of card or paper entitling holder to 
admission to place of entertainment etc., 
conveyance by train etc., or other right, 
as concert, theatre, bath, lottery, railway, 
excursion, season, through, return, ~; 
II (mil. si.) discharge (gel one’s ~); label 
attached to thing & giving price or other 
particulars; notice, usu. of card, set up 
in window etc. of house to let etc.; the ~ 
(colloq.), the proper thing, as not quite 
the ~; *(pol.) list of candidates put 
forward by a party, (fig.) principles of a 
party, as the democratic ~. 2. II ~ of leave 
(allowing liberty with certain restrictions 
to prisoner or convict who has served 
part of his time), || ~-of-leave man, holder 
of such~ ; || —day (St. Exch.), day before 
settling-day, when names of actual pur¬ 
chasers are handed to stockbrokers; 
~-night, performance at theatre proceeds 
of which are divided among several 
persons in proportion to number of ~s 
disposed of by each; || —porter, licensed 
porter identified by badge; ~-punch (for 
punching~s). 3. v.t. Put~ on (article for 
sale etc.). [16th c., f. obs. F etiquet or 
(mod.) Hiquette f. OF estiquer f. MDu. 
steken to stick ] 

tick'ey, -ky, tikk'Ie, -ky, n. (S.-Afr. 
colloq.). Threepenny-bit. [orig. unkn.] 

tic'kle, v.t. & i., & n. I. Apply light 
touches to (person, part of his body, or 
abs.) so as to excite the nerves & usu. 
produce laughter & in extreme case 
convulsion, as ~ him with a feather, ~ the 
soles of her feet, don’t ~ ; feel this sensa¬ 
tion, as my foot ~s; excite agreeably, 
amuse, divert, (person, Iris sense of 
humour, vanity, etc.), as I was highly 
at the idea, this will ~ his palate; catch 
(trout etc.) with the hand. 2. n. Act, 
sensation, of tickling. [ME tikelle, perh. 
by metath. f. ON kitla, cf. kittle] 

tick'ler, n. In vbl senses, also: puzzling 
or delicate question or matter; feather 
used by revellers to tickle faces. 
[-ER1 ] 

tick'llsh, a. Easily tickled, sensitive to 
tickling; (of question or thing to be dealt 
with) difficult, critical, delicate, requir- 
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it)" careful handling. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~NESS n. [-ISH1] 

tlcpolong'a (-ngg-), n. Venomous serpent 
of India & Ceylon, [f. Sinhalese tilpo- 
longa spot-viper] 

tid'al, a. Of tide(s); ~ air (passing in & 
out of limgs at each respiration); ~ basin, 
dock, harbour (subject to rise & fall of 
tide); ~ friction (of ~ wave, retarding 
diurnal rotation of earth); ~ river 
(affected by tide to some distance from 
mouth); ~ leave, wave following sun & 
moon from east to west & causing tides, 
(improp.) any extraordinary ocean wave 
e.g. one attributed to earthquake, (fig.) 
widespread manifestation of feeling etc. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [-al] 

II tldd'ler, n. (Nursery name for) stickle¬ 
back. [orig. unkn.] 

tidbit. See titbit. 
tidd'ly-winks, n. Game in which 
counters are flicked into tray etc. on 
centre of table, [orig. unkn.] 

tide1, n. 1. Time, season, (now chiefly in 
Whitsun~, Christmas~, yule—etc., 
otherwise arch.); period of time, as work 
double ' 'S (night & day). 2. Periodical 
rise (flood—) & fall (ebb—) of sea due to 
attraction of moon & sun, whence tido- 
l'ogy n.; high, low, ~, completion of 
flood, ebb, -~; spring, neap, -~, maxi¬ 
mum, minimum, ~ when solar & lunar ~s 
act together, act 90° apart; lag 1ging, 
priming2, of the ‘—'.s; meteorological ~ (due 
to regular alternations of wind etc.); (fig.) 
trend of opinion or fortune or events 
(go with the ~, the ~ turns). 3. ~-gate 
(opened to admit water or let vessels pass 
during rising ~, closed to keep water in 
dm'ing ebb); —gauge (showing extremes 
or present level of ~); ~-lock (between 
tidal harbour & basin behind it); —rip(s), 
rough water caused by opposing ~s; 
~-waiter, customs officer who boards ship 
on arrival to enforce customs regulations; 
~'way, channel where ~ runs, ebb or flow 
in such channel. Hence ~'less (-dl-) a. 
[OE, OS tid time, OHG zit, ON tlth f. 
Gmc *tidiz, f. root *ti-, cf. time] 

tide2, v.i. & t. Drift with tide, esp. work 
in or out of harbour with help of tide; 
get over (difficulty etc.), as ~ over this 
business, ~ it over, [(in obs. sense happen, 
betide) OE tidan; mod. senses direct f. 
prec. ] 

tid'ings (-z), n. pi. (now chiefly literary; 
treated ns sing, or pi.). (Piece of) news, 
as the ~ comets) too late. [OE lulling (as 
prec.), ME tidinde f. ON tilhindi f. 
corresp. ON vb] 

tid'y, a., n., & v.t. I. (Of dress, room, 
person, habits) neatly arranged, neat, 
orderly; (colloq.) pretty large, consider¬ 
able, as left a ~ sum behind him, a ~ day’s 
work; (dial.) fairly well in health, as am 
feeling pretty ~. 2. n. Detachable usu. 
ornamental cover for chair-back etc., 
receptacle for odds & ends (street bin 

tiff 

for paper etc.). 3. v.t. Make (room, table, 
etc., oneself, or abs.; often up) neat, put 
in good order. Hence tid'iLY2 adv., 
tid'iNESS n. [ME, = timely etc., f. 
TIDE 1 -[—Y 2 ] 

tie1, v.t. & i. (tying). 1. Attach, fasten, 
with cord or the like, as ~ the dog to the 
railings, RIDE efr ~, ~ his legs together, ~ 
up a parcel-, secure (shoe, bonnet) by 
tightening & knotting its strings; arrange 
(string, ribbon, tie, etc.) to form knot, 
bow, etc., as ~ your tie, ~ it in a bow; 
form (knot, bow) thus; ~ (dress fish-hook 
to look like) a fly; bind (rafters etc.) by 
crosspiece etc.; restrict, bind, (person etc. 
to, down to, conditions, occupation, etc.). 
2. ~d to woman’s apron -strings; ~ per¬ 
son’s tongue, secure, compel, bis silence; 
~ up, restrict, esp. annex conditions to 
(bequest etc.) to prevent its being sold or 
diverted from its purpose; | garage, 
house, garage, public house, bound to 
deal exclusively with one firm. 3. (mus.). 
Unite (notes) by tie. 4. Make equal score 
or run dead heat or draw game (with 
competitor, for place or prize). [OE tigan 
f. *teagjan f. teag rope (foil.)] 

tie2, n. 1. Cord, chain, etc., used for fasten¬ 
ing; = NECK1—; old SCHOOL1 ~; (fig.) 
thing that unites persons, bond, obliga¬ 
tion, as ~s of blood, friendship; rod, beam, 
holding parts of a structure together, 
•rail sleeper; ~-6eam, horizontal beam 
connecting rafters; small fur necklet. 
2. (mus.). Curved line above two notes 
of same pitch that are to be joined as one. 
3. Equality of score or draw or dead heat 
among competitors in game or contest; 
play, shoot, etc., off a~, play further game 
etc. to decide between such competi¬ 
tors ; match between any pair of several 
competing players or teams, as cup—s 
(in competition for cup). 4. ~-up, ob¬ 
structed situation, standstill, esp. ‘strike 
of railwaymen etc.; —trig (tied behind 
with ribbon). [OE teah, leap, ON tavg 
rope f. Gmc *teuh-, *tauh-, *tuh- to pull] 

tier, n., & v.t. I. Row, rank, esp. one of 
several placed one above another as in 
theatre; ~s of cable, circles it forms when 
coiled. 2. v.t. Pile (often up) in ~s. 
[10th c. tire f. F, f. tirer draw, elongate] 

tierce, n. One third of a pipe as old 
wine-measure, cask containing certain 
quantity (varying with the goods) esp. of 
provisions; (mus.) = third; sequence of 
three cards; (fencing) third position for 
guard, parry, or thrust (~ & quart, fenc¬ 
ing); (eccl., also terce) office of third hour. 
[ME, f. OF terce, tierce, fern, of terz, tierz 
third f. L TERfius] 

tiercel. See tercel. 
tiercet. See tercet. 
tiers btat (tyarz'atah'), n. = third estate. 

[F] 
tiff1, n., & v.t. Draught of liquor; (v.t.) 
sip, drink. [17th c., orig. unkn.] 

tiff2, n, & v.i. Fit of peevishness, slight 
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quarrel; (v.i.) be in a pet. [18th c., orig. 
unkn. 1 

tiff3, v.i. (Anglo-Ind.). = tiffin, [abbr.] 
tiff'any, n. Kind of gauze muslin, [orig. 

dress for Twelfth Night, f. OF tiphanie 
f. LL TBEOphania manifestation of God, 
EPIPHANY ] 

tiff'in, n., & v.i. (Anglo-Ind.). (Take) light 
meal esp. of curried dishes & fruit, lunch. 
[tiff1 + -ing 1; orig. in sense ‘ drinking ’ ] 

tige (tezh), n. (Archit.) shaft of column; 
(bot.) stem, stalk. [F, f. L tibia] 

tig'er (-g-)> n. 1. Large Asian striped 
feline quadruped, esp. Bengal~; American 
~, jaguar; red~, cougar; work etc. like a 
~ (with fierce energy); (colloq.) formidable 
opponent in a game, opp. rabbit; dis¬ 
solute swaggerer or bully, whence ~ism(2) 
n.; groom accompanying master in light 
vehicle; *(sl.) yell supplementary to 
three cheers, final burst. 2. beetle, 
predacious kinds with spotted or striped 
wing-covers; ~-caf, any moderate-sized 
feline beast resembling the ~, e.g. ocelot, 
serval, margay; ~(’s)-eye, a gem of 
brilliant lustre; -—lily, garden kind with 
flowers of dull orange spotted with black 
or purple; ~-moth, kinds with richly 
streaked hairy wings suggesting ~’s skin ; 
~-ivood (imported from Brit. Guiana for 
cabinet-making). So tig'rESS1 n. [ME & 
OF tigra f. L f. Gk tigris of oriental orig. ] 

tig'erish (-g-), a. Like, cruel as, a tiger. 
[-ISH 1 ] 

tight (tit), a., n., & adv. 1. Closely & 
firmly put together, as ~ ship; imper¬ 
meable, impervious, esp. (in comb.) to 
specified thing, as air, gas, water, wind, 

; closely held, drawn, fastened, fitting, 
etc., as ~ knots, cork is loo ~, corn caused 
by a (too) ~ shoe; neat, trim, compact, as 
a ~ lass (arch.), ~ little island; tense, 
stretched so as to leave no slack, as ~ 
rope (~'ropc, one on which rope-dancers 
etc. perform); (colloq.) drunk; money is 
~ (not easily obtainable), a ~ money- 
-market (in which money is ~); produced 
by, requiring, great exertion or pressure, 
as « ~ squeeze, am in a ~ place (usu. 
fig., difficult situation); ~-fisted, stingy; 
*~'u:ad (si.), close-fisted or stingy person. 
2. n. pi. Close-fitting garments as used by 
acrobat, dancer, etc. 3. adv. ~ly, as 
squeeze it, hold it, ~. Hence ~'en6 (tit-) 
v.t. & i. (~m one’s belt, go without food, 
also fig.), ~'enERHi, 2), ~'ness, nn., ~'ly2 
adv. [app. alt. f. ME (now dial.) thight f. 
ON *thehtr, thettr, cf. MLG (G) dicht] 

tig'on, n. Offspring of tiger and lioness. 
[portmanteau wd] 

tike. See tyke. 
Wii (tek'e), n. (New Zealand). Large 
wooden or small greenstone image of 
creator of man or of an ancestor. [Maori] 

tikkie, -ky. See tickey. 
til (tel), n. The tilde in Port, use (over 
vowel, repr. lost nasal n). 

til'bury, n. (hist.). Kind of gig. [maker] 

tilt 

ttl'tle (-a), n. Swung dash, mark (~) put 
over Spanish n when it is pronounced ny 
(so senor). [Sp., var. of titulo title 1 ] 

tile, n., & v.t. 1. Thin slab of baked clay 
for roof, pavement, drain, etc.; similar 
slab glazed & often decorated for hearth, 
fireplace, wall, etc.; have a~ loose (si.), be 
rather mad; on the ~s (si.), on a debauch; 
Dutch ~ (painted usu. in blue & with 
scriptural subjects); pantile ; plain~, flat 
roofing-~ usu. about 10& x 61 in.; (colloq.) 
silk hat; ~ tea ; stone, kinds of flagstone 
serving when split for ~s. 2. v.t. Cover 
(roof etc., or abs.) with~s; (freemasonry) 
guard (lodge, meeting) against intrusion 
by placing tiler at door, whence (gen.) 
bind (person) to secrecy; ~ in, enclose in 
~s. Hence til'iNGl(l, 2, 6) n. [OE tigule, 
-ele, OS tiegla, OHG ziagal, ON tigl, f. L 
tegula f. tegere cover ] 

til'er, n. One who makes or lays tiles, 
whence til'ERY(3) n.; (freemasonry, also 
arch, tyler) doorkeeper of lodge, [-er1] 

till1, v.t. Prepare and use (soil) for crops. 
Hence ~'able a., ~’age(3) n. [OE (OS) 
tilian strive, obtain, OHG zilon, Goth. 
gatilon, see till2] 

till2, prep. & conj. 1. Up to, as late as, 
(specified day, hour, season), as wait ~ 
evening, four o’clock, then, Monday, next 
week; up to the time of (event expected 
to happen sooner or later), as was true ~ 
death, waited ~ the end, ~ his return, ar¬ 
rival, departure. 2. conj. Up to the time 
when, as ring ~ you get an answer, walk 
on ~ you come to the gate. [f. ON til to, 
prob. orig. a noun *til (prec.) = OE till 
fixed point, OHG zil goal, Goth til] 

till3, n. Money-drawer in shop counter. 
[15th c., of unkn. orig.] 

till4, n. Stiff clay with boulders, sand, 
etc., boulder-clay. Hence ~'Y2 a. [orig. 
unkn. ] 

till'er1, n. One who tills. [ME ; -er 1 ] 
till'er2, n. Lever fitted to head of rudder 

for steering; chain, -rope (connecting ~ 
with wheel). [ME, f. OF telier crossbow- 
-stock, orig. weaver’s beam, f. L tela web, 
-ary 1 ] 

till'er3, n., & v.i. 1. Shoot of plant 
springing from bottom of original stalk; 
sapling; sucker. 2. v.i. Put forth ~s. 
[app. repr. OE telgor extended f. telga 
bough, = ON tjalga, MHG zelg(e)] 

tilt1, v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Cause to) assume 
sloping position, heel over, as table is apt 
to ~ over, don’t ~ the table, cask wants 
~ing (to facilitate emptying); (geol., t. 
& i. of strata) turn up at steep angle. 
2. Make a charge with lance (often at op¬ 
ponent, esp. fig.); ~ at the ring (suspended 
for horseman to carry off on point of 
lance). 3. Hammer (steel etc.) with 
4. n. ~ing, sloping position. 5. Charging 
with spear against antagonist or mark 
(—yard, place used for this). 6. Device 
of crossed sticks etc. for showing when 
fish has taken hook. 7. Full ~, at full 
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speed, with full force, esp. come, run, full 
~ against. 8. ~ (-hammer), heavy pivoted 
hammer used in forging. Hence ~'Eit1 
(1, 2) n. [ME lilte f. OE tealt unsteady, 
shaky, cf. Norw. tyllen shaky, Sw. lulta 
waddle] 

tilt2, n., & v.t. 1. Covering of canvas etc. 
esp. for cart. 2. v.t. Furnish with 
[collateral form of ME tild, OE teld, 
OHG zelt, ON tjald, peril, infl. by lent] 

tilth, n. Tillage, cultivation; depth of soil 
affected by this. [OE (till1+ -TH1)] 

tim'bal, -ul, ty-, n. Kettledrum, [f. F 
timbale, earlier attabale f. Sp. f. Arab. 
atfabal the drum] 

timbale (tfinbahl'), n. Drum-shaped 
raised pie in crust of paste or macaroni. 
JF] 

tim'ber, n. 1. Wood prepared for build¬ 
ing, carpentry, etc.; trees suitable for 
this; woods, forest; piece of wood, beam, 
esp. (naut.) any of the curved pieces 
forming ribs of vessel, whence (invoking 
destruction) shiver my ~s; |l (hunting) 
fences & gates. 2. |[ —cart (high-whoeled 
with tackle for lifting ~); —head, top end 
of ~ rising above deck & used for belaying 
ropes etc.; ~-hilch, knot used in attaching 
a rope to a spar; ~-toe(s), colloq., person 
with wooden leg; —wolf, large American 
grey wolf; ||<—yard (lit., &, in cricket si., 
batsman’s wicket). Hence (-)~ed2 (-erd) 
a., ~ing‘(2, 3) n. [OE timber building, 
OS -ar, OHG zimbar, ON timbr, Goth. 
*limr f. Gmc *timram f. ’tern-, cogn. w. 
Gk demo build, L domus house] 

timbre (tam'ber, & see Ap.), n. Character¬ 
istic quality of sounds produced by each 
particular voice or instrument, depending 
on the number & character of the over¬ 
tones. [F, ult. f. L f. Gk as tympanum] 

tim'brel, n. Tambourine, [dim. of ME 
timbre f. OF, as prec., see -le(2)] 

time1, n. 1. Duration, continued exist¬ 
ence ; progress of this viewed as affecting 
persons or things, as ~ will show who is 
rigid, has stood the test of ~, (personi¬ 
fied) assaults of (old. Father) T~. 2. More 
or less definite portion of this associated 
with particular events or circumstances, 
historical or other period, as the ~s of the 
Stuarts, the ~ of the Black Death, for the 
~ BEing, prehistoric ~s, those godless ~s, 
the good old ~.s, things have changed since 
those ~s, the scientists of the ~. 3. Allotted 
or available portion of ~, the ~ at one’s 
disposal, as it will last our ~ (lives), have 
no — for such frivolities, had no~ to discuss 
it, spend, lose, waste, ~; will take you all 
your ~ (colloq. = tax your powers); give 
me ~ & I unit pay; (colloq.) got there ~ 
(soon) enough to see him; gain~, procure it 
esp. by temporizing measures. 4. Moment 
or definite portion of ~ destined or suit¬ 
able for a purpose etc., as there is a ~ for 
everything, will fix a ~ for seeing him, now 
is the ~ to press your point, now is your ~ 
(opportunity), I must bide my it is 

time 

(high) ~ to go, ~ for lunch, lunch-~, it is ~ 
I was going (for me to go), in the nick 1 of 

~ (for boxing-round etc.) is up, 
(umpire’s call) ~/, is serving his ~ (as 
apprentice etc.), is doing ~ (in prison), is 
far on in her ~ (of gestation), is near her 
~ (of childbirth), my ~ (deatli) is drawing 
near. 5. (Often pi.) conditions of life, 
prevailing circumstances, of a period, as 
hard, bad, good, (esp. hard etc. to get 
a living in); had a good~, enjoyed myself; 
those were (fine) ■—s /; what a ~ (trouble) 
you will have getting him home! 6. Occa¬ 
sion, as the first ~ / saw him, wait till nest 
~, did it seven running, have told you 
a dozen ~s, ~s out of number, ~ & again, 
many a ~, ~ after ~, for the last ~ of 
asking; three, four, etc. ~s (but twice, not 
two ~s) 9 is 27 etc., is three ~s the size of 
mine, ten ~.s easier or as easy. 7. Past, 
present, future, ~, the portions into which 
all ~ may at any moment be accurately 
or loosely divided (esp., gram., with 
reference to tenses). 8. (Amount of) ~ 
as reckoned by conventional standards, 
as the ~ allowed was four years, months, 
minutes, did a mile in record ~, astrono¬ 
mical (mean solar) ~, apparent (solak) ~, 

sidereal ~, esp. stated in hours & minutes 
of the day, as the ~ fixed was 4.30, what is 
the is that the correct (Greenwich) 

at this ~ of day (fig., at this late stage 
in history, in the negotiations, etc.). 9. 
(mus.). Duration of a note as indicated by 
semibreve, minim, etc.; style of movement 
depending on number & accentuation 
of beats in a bar, as binary, ternary, ~ 
(with two, three, beats in bar), common 1 
~; rate of execution, = tempo. 10. Against 
~, with utmost speed, as working, riding, 
against ~ ; ahead of, (born) before, one’s ~ 
or ~s, having notions too enlightened to 
be appreciated or put into practice; all 
the ~, during the whole of the ~ referred 
to (they were laughing all the ~), *a,t all 
~s (is a business man all the ~); at the 
same~, simultaneously, notwithstanding, 
all the same; at ~s, now & then: at one ~, 
during a known but unspecified past 
period (at one ~ we met frequently); beat 
~, indicate, follow, ~ of music with stick, 
hand, etc.; civil ~ (expressed by civil 

year etc.); close1 from ~ to ~, occa¬ 
sionally; in ~, not late, early enough (to 
do, for thing), eventually, sooner or later, 
in accordance with, following, the ~ of 
music etc.; in no~, rapidly, in the twink¬ 
ling of an eye; keep~, walk, dance, sing, 
etc., in ~, (of clock etc.) keep good, bad, 
~, record ~ (in)accurately; mean ~ 
(regulated by average); one, two, etc., at re 
~, each, each two etc., separately; out of 
~, unseasonable, unseasonably, too late, 
(of singing etc.) not in ~; ~ immemorial 
or out of mind, (for, from) a longer ~ than 
anyone can remember or trace; the ~ of 
day, hour by clock, (colloq.) pass the ~ of 
day, exchange greeting etc. (with person). 
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(si.) so that’s the — of day (tho state of 
affairs, your little game, etc.)/; the — of 
one’s life, a period of exceptional enjoy¬ 
ment or pleasant or unpleasant excite¬ 
ment (have the — of one’s, give one the — 
of his, life)-, what — (poet.), while, when; 
;The T—s, the newspaper so named. 
11. —-ball (dropped from top of staff at 
observatory to indicate fixed moment of 
mean —); —-bargain, contract for sale 
of stock etc. at future — (often a form of 
gambling); — bomb (designed to explode 
some ~ after being dropped or put in 
position); —-book, -card, -sheet (for record¬ 
ing workmen’s hours of work); '—-/use 
(calculated to burn for or explode at 
given —); —-honoured, venerable by 
antiquity; •-''keeper, one who records — 
esp. of workmen, watch etc. is good, 
bad, —keeper (keeps good, bad, ~); — 
lag, interval of ~ between cause etc. 
& result or consequence; •—limit (within 
which something must be done); '-’piece, 
—-measuring instrument esp. portable 
but stationary clock; —-server, one who, 
esp. for selfish ends, adapts himself to 
opinions of the —s or of persons in power, 
so '—serving a. & n.; >—table, scheme of 
school work etc., table showing —s of 
trains; —ivork (paid for by —, not piece- 
-work). [OE lima, ON timi, f. Gmc root 
*ti-, cf. TIDE] 

time2, v.t. & i. Choose the time for, do at 
chosen time, as must — your blows, remark 
icas ill, well, — d; arrange time of arrival 
of, regulate rate of travelling of, (train 
etc.); ascertain the time taken by (race, 
runner, etc.), whence tim,ER1(l, 2), 
tim'lNQ1, nn.; keep time, harmonize, 
with. [ME ; f. prec. ] 

time'less (-ml-), a. (rare). Unending; 
untimely, [-less ] 

time'lly (-ml-), a. Seasonable, opportune. 
Hence —Iness n. [ME ; -ly1] 

thn'eo Dan'aos St don'a ferSn’tes, 
plir. inculcating or expressing distrust of 
a conciliatory enemy. [L, = I fear the 
Greeks, even when they bring gifts] 

|| time'ous (-mus), tim'ous, a. (chiefly 
Sc.). Timely. Hence —ly2 adv. [f. 
TIME 1 + -OUS ] 

tim'id, a. Easily alarmed; shy. Hence or 
cogn. timid'iTY, —ness, nn., —ly2 adv. 
[f. F -ide or L timulus (timere fear, -id1)] 

timoc'racy, n. Form of government in 
which there is a property qualification for 
office. So timocrat'ic a. [f. OF tymo- 
cracie f. med. L f. Gk timokratia (time 
honour, worth, value, see -CRACY)] 

tim'orous, a. Timid, easily alarmed. 
Hence —i.y2 adv., —ness n. [ME, f. OF 
timoreus, f. med. L timorosus, f. L timor, 
see -OUS] 

tim'othy, n. (Also — grass) a fodder- 
-grass. [T— Hanson, who introduced it in 
N. America c. 1720] 

II timous. See timeous. 
tim'pan|o, n. (pi. — i pr. -e). A kettle- 

tinge 

-drum. So —1ST n., one who plays the per¬ 
cussion instruments in an orchestra. [It., 
see TYMPANUM] 

tin, n., & v.t. (-nn-). 1. White malleable 
metal, taking high polish & resisting 
corrosion, used mainly in alloys with 
lead, copper, or antimony to form solder, 
white-metal, pewter, bronze, etc., or in 
plating thin steel sheets to form — plate 
to make containers, kitchen utensils, 
toys, etc.; II vessel etc. of —, esp. for 
preserving meat, fruit, etc., as sardine-—'; 
(attrib.) made of — or of iron covered 
with — ; (si.) money; cry of —, crackling 
sound it makes if bent; salt of —, — 
-liquor, solutions of — used as mordants 
by dyers etc. 2. —fish (naut. sh), torpedo; 
— foil, foil of — or alloy; — god, object of 
mistaken veneration; — hat (army sh), 
modern soldier’s steel helmet; || —-opener, 
tool for opening —s; —pan alley, (fig.) 
the world of the composers and publishers 
of popular music; —plate v.t., coat with 
—; —'man, —'-smith, worker in — and — 
plate, so —o'er1 n.; —'pot a. (derog.), 
cheap, inferior; —'stone, one of the ores of 
—; —'ware, vessels etc. of — or — plate; — 
whistle, = penny whistle. Hence —n'Y2 
a. 3. v.t. Cover, coat, with —; || pack 
(meat, fruit, etc.) in —s for preservation. 
[OE, ON tin, OHG zin, f. Gmc *linam, 
not known outside Gmc] 

tin'amou (-do), n. S.-Amer. quail-like 
game-bird. [F, of S.-Amer. orig.] 

tinc'al, -kal, (-ngkl), n. Unrefined borax. 
[f. Malay tingkal f. Skr. fankana] 

tinctdh'ial, a. Of colour or dyeing, pro¬ 
ducing colour, [f. L tinctorius (linctor 
dyer), see tinge, -oey, -al] 

tinc'ture, n., & v.t. 1. Alcoholic solution 
of some (usu. vegetable) principle used in 
medicine, as — of quinine; slight flavour, 
spice, smack, (of thing, fig. of moral 
quality etc.); tinge (of colour); (her.) 
inclusive term for the metals, colours, 
& furs in a coat of arms. 2. v.t. Colour 
slightly, tinge, flavour; (fig.) affect slightly 
(with quality), [(vb f. n.) ME, f. L tinctura 
dyeing (as tinge, see -ure)] 

tin'dal, n. (India). Native petty officer of 
Lascars. [Malayalam taiulal ] 

tin'der, n. Dry substance readily taking 
fire from spark, esp. charred linen etc. 
used in •—box (containing —, flint, & steel, 
for kindling fire); German —, = amadou. 

Hence —y2 a. [OE tynder, -re f. Gmc 
*tund-, *tind- kindle; cf. ON tundr, OHG 
zuntara] 

tine, n. Point, prong, e.g. of antler, 
harrow, or fork. Hence (-)tinED2 (-nd) a. 
JOE tind, ON tindr f. Gmc *lindiz] 

ting, n., & v.i. (Make) tinkling sound as of 
bell. [imit. ] 

tinge (-j), v.t., & n. 1. Colour slightly (with 
red etc.); (fig.) modify by mixture (with 
envy etc.). 2. n. Tint, slight colouring, 
flavour (lit. & fig.). [ME, f. L tingere 
tinct- dye, stain] 
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tingle (tlng'gl), v.i. & t., & n. (Feel) 
prickling or stinging sensation; cause 
this, as the reply ~d in his ears; (rare) 
mate (ear etc.) [ME; var. of 
TINKLE ] 

tink'er, n., & y.t. & i. 1. || Mender (esp. 
itinerant) of kettles, pans, etc. (don’t care 
a~’s damn or cuss, at all); rough-&-ready 
worker, botcher; patching, botching, as 
had an hour’s ~ at it. 2. Kinds of fish, 
bird, & seal. 3. vb. Repair (metal-work), 
patch (anything, lit. & fig., often up) 
roughly; work in amateurish or clumsy 
fashion at (thing) in the way of repair or 
alteration. Hence~ly 1 a. [ME, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

tinkle (tlng'kl), v.i. & t., & n. (Make) 
succession of clinking sounds; make (bell 
etc.)~ ; (obs.) tingle. [ME, f. obs. link to 
chink+ -LE(3)] 

tink'ler, n. In vbl senses, esp.: (si.) small 
bell, [-er1] 

tinnit'us, n. (med.). Ringing in the ears. 
[L, f. tinnire -it- ring, tinkle] 

tinny. See tin. 

tin'sel, n., a., & v.t. (-11-). 1. Kinds of 
glittering metallic substance made in thin 
sheets & used in strips, threads, etc., to 
give sparkling effect; dress-fabric etc. 
adorned with ~; (fig.) superficial brilli¬ 
ancy or splendour. 2. adj. Showy, gaudy, 
cheaply splendid. 3. v.t. Adorn with ~ 
(lit. & fig.), [f. OF estinceUe f. pop. L 
*stincilla f. L scintilla spark; cf. stencil] 

tint, n., & v.t. 1. A variety of a colour, esp. 
one made by diluting with white; (rare) 
tendency towards, admixture of, a differ¬ 
ent colour, as red of or with a blue ~; 
autumn (of dying leaves); (engrav.) 
set of parallel lines cut with ~ -tool to give 
uniform shading; ~-block, block bearing 
design to be printed in faint colour as 
background, ruled, crossed, ~, surface of 
this with parallel, crossing, lines. 2. v.t. 
Apply ~ to, colour. Hence ~'LESS a. 
[app. alt. f. earlier tinct f. L (as tinge), 
perh. infl. by It. linta] 

tint'er, n. Person who tints; instrument 
for tinting; magic-lantern slide of plain 
coloured glass. [-ER1] 

tintinnabula'tion, n. Tinkling of bells, 
[f. foil. + -ATION] 

tintlnnab'ul|um, n. (pi. ~a). Bell, esp. 
small tinkling one, whence ~ar(y) 1, ~ous, 

aa.; rattle made of small bells or metal 
plates. [L, = bell, f. iintinnare redupl. 
form as tinnitus] 

tintom'eter, n. Instrument for deter¬ 
mining tints. [-METER] 

tint'y, a. Discordantly tinted. [-Y2] 
tin'y, teen'y (nursery), a. Very small, as 
a ~ little boy, little ~ boy. [app. f. 15th c. 
tine, tyne adj. & n., small, a little (of 
unkn. orig.) + -Y2] 

-tion, suf. of nn. of action or condition, 
thr. F -tion (or dir.) f. L -tionem (nom. 
-Ho), a compd suf. f. p.p. stems in -l- + 
-ION. See -ATION, -ITION, -SION. 

tip1, n., & v.t. (-pp-). 1. Extremity, end, 
esp. of small or tapering thing, as the 
of the fingers, walk on the ~.s of your toes, 
~ of a cigar, bird measures 15 in. from 
~ (of one wing) to ~ (of other), had it on 
the ~ of my tongue, was just going to say 
it or was on the point of remembering it; 
kinds of brush used in gilding; small 
piece or part attached to end of thiug, 
e.g. ferrule. 2. staff (hist.; pi. ~staves), 
(metal-tipped staff as badge of) sheriff’s 
officer; ~-tilted, (of nose) turned up at 
~; ~'(oe, (adv., also on ~toe) on the ~s of 
the toes, (v.i.) walk ~toe; ~fop', (n.) 
highest point of excellence, (a. & adv.) 
first-rate. 3. v.t. Furnish with ~. [ME 
(first in p.p.), f. ON typpi n., typpa vb, 
typptr tipped; prob. reinforced by MDu., 
MLG tip = MHG zipf] 

tip2, v.t. & i. (-pp-), & n. 1. (Cause to) lean 
or slant, tilt, topple, {over, up, etc.) esp. 
with slight effort. 2. Strike or touch 
lightly (~ & run, form of cricket in which 
batsman must run if bat touches ball; 

raid, one in which the raider 
appears suddenly and makes off imme¬ 
diately after attacking). 3. Overturn, 
cause to overbalance, (person into pond 
etc.); discharge (contents of jug etc. out, 
into, etc.) thus. 4. (si.). Throw lightly, 
hand, give, communicate, in informal 
manner, as ~ (throw) us a copper, ~ vs 
your fin, shake hands, ~ ms a song, a yarn, 
might have ~ped me the wink (given me 
warning wink); ~ off, give (person) warn¬ 
ing, hint, inside information, so ~-off n., 
a hint; (sport.) give secret information 
about horse etc. to. 5. Make usu. small 
present of money to, as must ~ the porter, 
~ped me (now rarely with) half-a-croivn. 
6. n. Small money present. 7. Secret 
information about horse-racing, money- 
-market, etc., as will give you the straight 
(correct) ~; good dodge or recipe for 
doing something; miss one’s ~, fail in 
one’s object. 8. Slight push; fight stroke 
esp. in baseball. 9. Place where refuse 
is ~ped. 10. —car, -cart (pivoted for 
~ping); ~'caf, (game with ) short piece of 
wood tapering at ends & struck with 
stick; ~-wp seat, of the kind used in 
theatres etc. to allow of free passing. 
Hence ~p'ER1 (1, 2) n. [of various orig. ] 

Tipperar'y, n. Refrain specially associ¬ 
ated with the B.E.F. of 1914. [It's a long 
way to —, first wds of chorus] 

tipp'et, n. Cape, muffler, of fur etc. cover¬ 
ing shoulders & coming down to some 
distance in front, worn by women & as 
part of official costume by judges, clergy, 
etc. [ME, of unkn. orig.] 

tip'ple, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Drink strong 
drink habitually; drink (liquor) slowly & 
repeatedly. 2. n. Strong drink. tipp'lER1 
n. [ME tippler, of unkn. orig.; vb later, 
prob. by back form.; cf. Norw. dial. 
tippla to drink in small quantities] 

tipp 'y, a. (Of tea) containing a large 
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proportion of ‘ golden tips ’ (leaf-buds). 
[tip1 +-Y2] 

tip 'ster, n. One who gives tips about 
races etc. [-ster] 

tip's|y, a. Slightly intoxicated; proceed¬ 
ing from, showing, intoxication, as a ~y 
lurch; ~y-cake, sponge-cake soaked in 
wine & served with custard. Hence ~lfy 
v.t., ~lly2 adv., ~iness n. [prob. f. tip2, 
= inclined to lean, unsteady; for -sy cf. 
tricksy, flimsy ] 

tirade' (or tir-), n. Long vehement 
speech esp. of censure; long passage of 
declamation etc. [F, = long speech, f. 
It. tirata, f. It. tirare draw, see -ade] 

tirailleur' (-ralcr, & see Ap.), n. Sharp¬ 
shooter, skirmisher. [F] 

tire1, v.t. & i. Make or grow weary; am 
~d, have had enough of, am sick of, 
(thing, doingr), am exhausted with. Hence 
~d'MESS (tii’d-) n., also (rhet., poet.) 
~'lessl (till-) [-less] a., ~'lessLY2 adv. 
[OE tiorian, te-; ex cl. E] 

tire2, i! tyre, n., & v.t. 1. Band of metal, 
rubber, etc., placed round rim of wheel to 
strengthen it or prevent jar; pneumatic 
~. 2. v.t. Place ~ on (wheel). Hence 
(-)tirED2 (tird), ~'less2 (tirl-) [-less], aa. 
[15th c., prob. = foil.] 

I! tire3, n., & v.t. (arch.). 1. Head-dress; 
attire. 2. v.t. Adorn, attire, as she~d her 
head; woman (arch.), woman employed 
to dress another. [ME, aphetic f. attire] 

tire'some (tfrs-), a. Tending to tire, 
fatiguing; tedious; annoying, as how ~ ! 
■—I have leftmy watch behind. Ilence~LY2 
adv., ~NESS II. [TIP.E 1 + -SOME ] 

tir'o, tyr'o, n. (pi. ~s). Beginner, novice. 
[L (ti-), = newly levied soldier] 

tirocin'ium, n. (pedant.). Apprentice¬ 
ship, first rudiments of an art. [L, = first 
service of soldier (prec.)] 

’tis (-z), arch, or poet, contraction of it is. 
tisane' (-zan), n. = ptisan. [F] 
tiss'ue (-su, -shu, -shoo), n. Any fine 
woven fabric; (biol.) substance of an 
organ, fabric formed of cells & cell-pro¬ 
ducts, as adipose, connective, muscular, 
nervous, ~; (fig.) interwoven series, set, 
collection, (of lies, absurdities, etc.); ~ 
(-paper), thin soft unsized paper for 
wrapping or protecting delicate articles, 
engraving in book, etc. Hence(-)tiss'uED2 
(-sud, -shud) a. [ME, f. OF tissu rich 
stuff, f. p.p. of tislre f. L texere weave] 

tit1, n. 1. Kinds of small bird, including 
~'lark mouse (both also called ~'ling); 
bearded, blue, coal or cole, crested, great, 
long-tailed, marsh, ~. 2. (arch.). Small or 
poor horse; child, girl. [prob. imit. of 
littleness; cf. Icel. tittr pin, titmouse] 

tit2, n. ~ for tat, blow for blow, retaliation. 
[perh., = earlier lip for tap] 

tit3, n. (colloq.). = teat. 
Tit'an, n. (Gk myth.) each of a gigantic 
race, the children of Uranus & Ge, (also) 
the sun-god, brother of Helios; person of 
superhuman size, strength, intellect, etc., 

whence ~ESS1 n. So ~ESQUE' (-6sk), 

titan'ic, aa. [L f. Gk] 
titan'ium, n. A dark-grey metallic ele¬ 
ment. Hence tit'anATE1 (3) n. [prec. + 
-IUM] 

tit'bit, n. Delicate bit, choice morsel. 
[17th c. tid-bit, f. dial, tid adj.] 

tithe (-dh), n., & v.t. 1. Tax of one-tenth, 
esp. one payable in kind; || (often pi.) 
tenth part of annual proceeds of land 
(predial ~s) & personal industry (personal 
~s) taken for support of clergy & church; 
II mixed ~s (from pigs, sheep, etc., fed on 
the land); II ~ redemption commissioners 
(arranging commutation of ~s etc.); 
II ~-pig, tenth pig set apart for ~; (rhet.) 
tenth part, esp. not of. 2. v.t. Subject 
to ~s. Hence tith'ABLE (-dh-) a. [ME 
tig(e)the, tithe = OE teogotha, teolhatenth ; 
vb f. teogothian] 

tith'ing (-dh-), n. Taking tithe; (hist.) 
ten householders living near together & 
bound over as sureties for each other’s 
peaceable behaviour, [as prec., -IXG1 ] 

Ti'tian (-shn), n. Venetian painter (d. 
1576); one of his pictures; (attrib., esp. 
of hair) bright golden auburn. Hence 
~esque' (-shanesk) a., in the style of ~. 

tit'ill|ate, v.t. Tickle; excite pleasantly. 
So ~a'tion n. [f. L titillare, see -ate3] 

tit'ivate, titt'i-, v.t. & i. (colloq.). Adorn, 
smarten, (oneself etc.); adorn oneself, 
[earlier tid-, perh. f. tidy after cultivate] 

tit'lark. See tit1. 
ti'tle, n. 1. Distinguishing appellation 
placed at head of chapter, poem, etc.; 
contents of ~-page of book, short essen¬ 
tial part of these used hi reference (e.g. 
Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations); book or 
publication. 2. Formula at head of legal 
document, statute, etc.; division of 
statute etc. 3. Personal appellation, 
hereditary or not, denoting or implying 
office (e.g. king, queen, judge, mayor, 
rector, captain) or nobility (e.g. duke, 
marquis, earl, viscount, baron, any of 
which exo. duke may be courtesy ~ of 
son etc. of duke etc.) or distinction or 
merit (e.g. baronet, knight) or (usu. degree) 
qualification (e.g. D.D., M.A.), or used in 
addressing or referring to person (e.g. 
Lord, Lady, Sir, Mrs, Miss, Doctor, Pro¬ 
fessor, prefixed to name; your or her or 
his Majesty, Grace, etc.). 4. (Law) right to 
ownership of property with or without 
possession, the facts constituting this, 
(also ~-deed) legal instrument as evidence 
of right; just or recognized claim (to), 
service, merit, etc., that constitutes this. 
5. Fineness of gold as expressed in carats. 
6. Fixed sphere of work & source of in¬ 
come as condition to ordination. 7. (Dis¬ 
trict attached to) parish church in Rome. 
8. —page, page at beginning of book 
giving particulars of subject, authorship, 
publication, etc.; ~-roie, part in a play 
that gives it its name (e.g. Othello). Hence 
~less a. [ME & OF title f. L titulus] 
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ti'tled (-Id), a. Having title of nobility. 
J-ED2 ] 

tit'ling1, n. See tit1, [f. tit 1 +-ling ; cf. 
Norw. dial., Icel. titlingr] 

tit'ling2, n. Impressing of title in gold- 
deaf etc. on back of book, [-ing1] 

tit'mouse, n. (pi. -mice). = tit1. [ME 
titmose (tit1 + OE mdse ~, = OHG meisa, 
G meise ] 

Tit'olism (te-), n. President Tito’s kind 
of Communism in Jugoslavia as dist. 
from that of Russia and her satellite 
countries. So ~ist(2) n. & a. [Tito, 
assumed name of Josip Broz (b. 1892), 
-ism(3)] 

tlt'rlate, v.t. Determine quantity of given 
constituent in (compound) by observing 
quantity of a standard solution necessary 
to convert this constituent into another 
form. So ~a'tion n. [f. F titrer (titre 
TITLE), See -ATE3] 

titt'er, v.i., & n. 1. Laugh, giggle, in re¬ 
strained manner. 2. n. Such laugh. 
Hence ~er1 n. [imit. ] 

tit'tle, n. Particle, whit, esp. not on\e jot or 
~. [ME, = stroke over word or letter, f. 
L as TITLE, cf. TILDE] 

II tit'tlebat (-lb-), n. Stickleback, [var., 
of childish orig. ] 

tit'tle-tattle, n., & v.i. Gossip, [redupl. 
f. tattle] 

titt'up, v.i., & n. 1. Go along etc., move, 
conduct oneself, in lively or frisky 
fashion; II (naut. etc. si.) toss for drinks. 
2. n. Spring, prance. Hence ~(p)Y2 a. 
[perh. imit. of hoof-beat] 

tituba'tion, n. (med.). Fidgetiness esp. as 
caused by nervous irritation, [f. L titu- 
ba.tio (titubare totter, see -ation)] 

tit'ular, a. & n. 1. Held by virtue of a 
title, as ~ possessions; existing, that is 
such, only in name, as ~ sovereignity); ~ 
bishop, (R.-C. Ch.) bishop bearing name 
of a former Christian see esp. in Moham¬ 
medan countries; ~ (saint), patron saint 
of church. 2. n. Holder of office etc. esp. 
benefice without corresponding functions 
or obligations. Hence ~ly2 adv. [a. 
1600. f. F titulaire (title, -ar1)] 

tmes'is, n. (gram.). Separation of the 
parts of a compound word by intervening 
word(s) (e.g. to us ward, what things soe ver). 
[LL f. Gk tmesis cutting f. lemno cut] 

to1 (before consonant te, before vowel tdb, 
ernphat. or at end of clause too), prep. 
1. In the direction of (place, person, thing, 
condition, quality, etc.; with or without 
the implication of intention or of arrival), 
as was wallcing over to Bath, on his way to 
the station, fled to Rome, throiv it to me, got 
to the house by four, to bed with you!, 
fluttered to the pavement, was committed to 
the flames, house looks to the south, held it to 
the light, to arms!, hand to hand, told him 
to his face, was carried to destruction, letter 
has come to hand, fell to work, fell to musing, 
lends or has a tendency to indolence, slow 
to anger, appointed to a post, born to a great 

X X 

to 

fortune, all to no purpose, to his shame be it 
said. 2. As far as, not short of, as true to 
the end, cut him to the heart, a Home-ruler 
to the core, fought to the last gasp, hit it to 
the boundary, correct to a hair’s-breadth, 
suits him to a T, acted his part to perfection, 
might run to £5, drank himself to death, 
might argue to all eternity, <£- so on to the 
end of the chapter. 3. (Of comparison, 
ratio, adaptation, reference, etc.) this is 
nothing to what it might be, 3 is to 4 as 6 
is to S, ten to one he will find it out, two to 
one is not fair play, not up to the mark, 
equal to the occasion, made to order, drawn 
lo scale, not to the point, true to life, will 
speak to that question later, sang lo his 
guitar, cannot do it to his liking; corre¬ 
sponding, compared, inferior, etc., to. 
4. (arch.). For, by way of, as took her to wife, 
has a duke to his father-in-law. 5. (Intro¬ 
ducing indirect object of vb, recipient, 
possessor, etc., or person or thing affected 
by the action, quality, etc.; alternative 
constrr. as shown) lend it or them, or this 
etc., or your knife etc., to John or to him 
(also lend John or him this etc. or your 
knife or rarely it or them, lend it or rarely 
them him or rarely John, but not lend this 
etc., or your knife him, or John, nor lend 
to him or John it or them, nor in ordinary 
prose lend lo him or John this etc. or your 
knife); write tome, explain it tome, apply 
lo the secretary, seems to me absurd, lo my 
mind or thinking, revolting to sane minds, 
pleasant to the taste, impervious to weather, 
obedient to command, unkind to him, has 
been a good father to them, what’s that to 
you?, drink to me only with thine eyes, 
here’s to you (your health), broken in to the 
saddle, accustomed to it, next door to us, 
ready to his hand, has not a shilling to his 
name, takes no wine to his dinner (arch.), 
there is a moral to it, there is no end to it; 
would to God (I wish it were or had been 
God’s will) that. 6. (As sign of infinitive, 
expressing purpose, consequence, etc., 
limiting the meaning of adj., or merely 
forming verbal n.; omitted after can, do, 
may, 7nust, shall, will, & as shown, cf. also 
dare, need, go) he proposes to stay, declines 
to go, wants to know, began to sing (or 
began singing), fail to understand, does it to 
annoy, the matter is difficult to explain, it is 
useless to rebel (rebellion is useless), allow 
me to remind (but let me remind) you, was 
seen lo fall (but I saw him fall), was heard 
to complain (but I heard him complain), 
floor was felt to tremble (but felt the floor 
tremble), was never known or found to fail, 
have sometimes known or found it (lo) fail, 
make him repeat it, he was made (usu. to) 
repeat it, help me (to) lift this, please, (to 
usu. omitted) shut the door, was pleased 
(thought fit) to be angry, I prefer to go 
(but had rather go, had as lief go), had my 
work to do, had to do my work (but will not 
have you talk such nonsense), u:as about 
lo protest, (arch.) he is much to seek 

6813 
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(deficient) in that respect, (arch.) what went 
ye out for to see?, to wit '. 7. (As substitute 
for infinitive) meant to call hut forgot to, 
had no time to, you promised to. 8. In¬ 
cluded, contained, or involved in (that’s 
all there is to it, it’s that and no more). 
[OE, (OS) to, OHG zuo f. WG *to) 

to2 (too), adv. To the normal or required 
position or condition, esp. to a standstill, 
as BRING, COMB, FALL, GO, HEAVE, LIE3, to; 
the door is to (just not shut); to <£■ fro. 
(f. prec.] 

toad, n. 1. Amphibian like frog but with 
clumsy & usu. warty body & not aquatic 
except when breeding; detestable or 
disgusting person. 2. ~ in a (or the) hole, 
beef or sausages baked in batter. 3. ~- 
-e.aler, sycophant, obsequious parasite, so 

eating a. & n.: ~'flax, perennial plant 
with spurred yellow flowers marked with 
orange spot (ivy-leaved ~flax, with lilac 
flowers & ivy-shaped leaves); ~'S7n(, 
= cuckoo-spit; stone, stone, occas. 
precious, supposed to resemble or to have 
been formed in body of ~, formerly used 
as amulet etc., [f. G lodtes gestein dead 
rock 1 kind of volcanic rock; stool, kinds 
of umbrella-shaped fungus. Hence ~'ish 1 
a. [OE tadige, ladde, of unkn. orig.] 

toad'y, n., & v.t. 1. = TOAD-ea(er. 2. v.t. 
Fawn servilely upon (person, or abs.). 
Hence ~isii 1 a., ~ism n. [19th c., f. toad- 
-eater + -Y3 ] 

toast, n., & v.t. & i. 1. (Slice of) bread 
browned on each side esp. at the fire 
(anchovies etc. on ~, so served at table; 
melba ~; have one on ~, si., have him at 
one’s mercy; as warm as a ~, glowing 
with warmth); (arch.) a ~, piece of ~ in 
cup of wine. 2. Person esp. woman whose 
health is drunk, thing, sentiment, simi¬ 
larly named in drinking, as ivas a great 
~ in her day. 3. —list, <—master, (person 
who announces) ~s at public dinner; 
|| ~-rack (for holding slices of ~ at table); 
~-water (in which ~ has stood, used as 
cooling drink; also ~ & water). 4. vb. 
Brown, cook, (bread, muffin, cheese, 
bacon, or intr. of these) before fire; warm 
(one’s feet etc.) thus. 5. Drink to the 
health or in honour of. Hence ~'er 1 
(1, 2) n. [ME, f. OF toster t. LL tostare 
grill, roast (L torrerc tost- parch); n. f. 
vb] 

toast'iing, n. In vbl senses; ~-fork, long 
fork for making toast, (joc., also ~-iron) 
sword. [-ING1] 

tobacc'o, n. (pi. ~s). 1. (Also —plant) 
plant of Amer. origin with narcotic leaves 
used for smoking, chewing, or snuff; its 
leaves esp. as prepared for smoking etc. 
(abbr. baccy). 2. ~-cutter, instrument for 
shredding ~; ~ heart, disorder of heart 
caused by excessive uso of ~; ~-pipe1; 
~-pouch (for carrying about small quan¬ 
tity of ~); ~-stopper, instrument for 
pressing down ~ in pipe. [f. Sp. tabaco, 
of native orig. ] 

tobacc onist, n. Dealer in tobacco, [f. 
prec. 4- -1ST w. inserted -n- ] 

tobdgg'an, n., & v.i. 1. Long narrow 
sledge used for going downhill esp. over 
snow or ice; ~-shoot, -slide, slide for ~s, 
usu. divided into different courses to 
prevent collision. 2. v.i. Go in ~. Hence 
-—ek1, ~nfG1, nn. [of Canadian Ind. 
orig. ] 

tdb'y, n. Jug or mug usu. in form of old 
man with three-cornered hat (also 
Fillpol); || ~ collar, broad turned-down 
goffered collar like the frill of Punch’s dog 
T~. [pers. name] 

tocca'ta (-kah-), n. (mus.). Kind of rapid 
brilliant composition for piano, organ, 
etc. [It., f. toccare touch, see -ade] 

Toe H, n. Society with many branches 
embodying Christian fellowship and 
service, [signallers’ former letter T, + 
H, for Talbot House started by Rev. T. B. 
Clayton in Ypres Salient in 1915 in 
memory of Gilbert Talbot ] 

Tochar'ian (-k-), a. & n. (Of, in) an 
extinct Indo-European language. [f. 
F -ien, f. Tochari a Scythian tribe (in 
Strabo)] 

II toch'er (-*-), n. (Sc.). Marriage portion, 
dowry, [f. Gael, tochar] 

II toc'o, -ko, n. (si.). A thrashing; chastise¬ 
ment. [Hind, thoco, imper. of thoend 
censure] 

tcc'sin, n. (Bell rung as) alarm-signal 
(now chiefly fig.). [F, in OF toguassen f. 
Pr. iocasenh (locar touch +senh signal-bell 
f. L as sign)] 

II tod1, n. (arch.). Bush; mass of foliage; 
weight for wool, usu. 28 lb. [ME, app. 
same wd as EFris., LG todde bundle, 
pack, ON toddi bit, piece; see ted] 

II tod2, n. (dial.). Fox. [orig. unkn.] 
today', to-day', adv. & n. (On) this 
present day, as saw or shall see him ~, 
~ is his birthday. [OE to dseg on (this) 
day (to to1 + day); so tonight, tomorrow] 

tod'dl|e, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Walk with short 
tottering steps, as child learning to walk; 
make (one’s way), perform (distance), 
thus; take casual or leisurely walk (round, 
to, etc.). 2. n. ~ing walk; (colloq.) ~ing 
child. Hence todd'lER1 n. [of obsc. orig. ] 

todd'y, n. Sap of some kinds of palm, 
from which when fermented arrack is ob¬ 
tained ; sweetened drink of spirits & hot 
water, [f. Hind, lari (tar palm f. Skr. 
tala palmyra) ] 

to-do' (-doo), n. Bustle, fuss. [f. to do, 
dat. inf. ‘ to be done ’, as in What’s to do?; 
Cf. ADO] 

tod'y, n. W.-Ind. bird related to king¬ 
fisher. [f. F todier f. L todus, a small bird] 

toe, n., & v.t. & i. (part. ~inp). 1. Digit of 
foot; part of stocking, shoe, boot, that 
covers the ~s. 2. Fore part of hoof; piece 
of iron under front of horseshoe to pre¬ 
vent slipping. 3. Projection from foot of 
buttress etc. to give stability; outer end 
of head of golf-club; (mech.) lower end of 
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vertical shaft resting in a step, arm on 
valve-lifting rod of steam-engine. 4. Ball 
(callous fleshy pad on under side) of ~; 
great, little, largest, smallest, ~ of 
human foot; tread on person’s ~s, 
offend his feelings or prejudices; the light 
fantastic ~, (joc.) dancing; on. one’s ~s, 
alert, eager; (si.) turn up one’s ~s, die; 
from top to ~, from head to foot, com¬ 
pletely; heel-&-~ walk 'ing; ~-cap, outer 
covering of ~ in boot or shoe; —'-drop, 
inability to raise ~s, from paralysed 
muscles; '—-nail, nail of human ~, metal 
nail driven obliquely through end of 
board etc. 5. vb. Furnish with ~, mend 
~ of, (stocking, shoe); touch (the line, 
mark, scratch) with ~ before starting in 
race (~ the line, fig., conform esp. under 
pressure to the requirements of one’s 
party); (golf) strike (ball) with part of 
club too near ~; ~ in, out, turn ~s in, 
out, in walking. Hence (-)tOED (tod), 
~'less, aa. [OE ta, ON Id, OHG zeha f. 
Gmc *taih(w)on] 

to-fall (too'fawl), n. (arch., poet.). Close, 
decline, (of day etc.), [to2 +fall] 

II toff, n. (si.). Distinguished person, swell, 
[perh. perversion of tuft] 

II toff'ee (-fi), -fy, n. Kinds of sweet made 
of sugar, butter, etc., as almond ~; can’t 
shoot etc. for ~ (si.), is no shot etc. (cf. 
nut), [earlier, & still Sc. & U.S., taffy, 
of unkn. orig.j 

II toft, n. (law). Homestead; land once 
occupied by this; —'man (hist.), occupier 
of~. [OE, f. ON topt] 

tog, n., & v.t. (si.; -gg-). 1. (Usu. pi.) gar¬ 
ments); (naut.) long ~.s, shore-clothes. 
2. v.t. Dress (person, oneself, often out). 
Hence ~g'ERY(5) (-g-) n. [app. abbr. of 
togeman(s), togman, a 16th c. cant wd] 

tog'a, n. Ancient Roman’s loose flowing 
outer garment, esp. w. allusion to Roman 
citizenship, to civil career, or (also ~ 
vlril'is, manly ~) to its assumption as 
sign of manhood (at age of 14). Hence 
~’d, ~ed2 (-ad), a. [L, cogn. w. tegere 
cover] 

togeth'er (-dh-), adv. In company or con¬ 
junction, as walking ~, lived ~; simul¬ 
taneously, as both ~ exclaimed; compared 
— (one with another); into conjunction, 
so as to unite, as sew them —, tied ~, get, 

hang1, ~, put two & two ~; uninter¬ 
ruptedly, on end (he would keep sober for 
weeks ~); ~ with, as well as, & also, as 
sent a host of foot-soldiers — with some 
cavalry. [OE togeedere to TO1 + gicdre 
together, cf. gather)] 

II togg'er (-g-), n. (Oxf. si. for) torpid n. 
tdg'gle, n. (Naut.) pin put through eye 

of rope etc. to keep it in place etc.; pair 
of rods or plates hinged together by — 
-joint (knee-joint) so as to transmit pres¬ 
sure at right angles; '—iron, harpoon 
with movable blade instead of fixed 
barbs; —press (acting by means of ~- 
-joints); —-rope (with wooden handle at 

one end & loop at the other), [of unkn. 
orig. ] 

toil!, v.i., & n. 1. Work long or laboriously 
(at, on, through, task); move painfully or 
laboriously (up hill etc., along). 2. n. 
Labour, drudgery; —-worn (by ~). Hence 
^'er1, ~'someNESS, nn., ~'ful, ~'i,ess 
(-1-1-),' '’some, aa., ~'fulLYa, ~'somei/y2, 
advv. [ME, f. AF toiler = OF tooillier. f. 
L tudiculare stir about, f. tudicula machine 
for bruising olives] 

toil2, n. (now only in pi.). Net, snare, (lit. 
& fig.), as taken in the —s. [f. OF toile 
cloth, (pi.) toils, f. L tela web] 

toile (twahl), n. ~ dree (sera'), fine kinds 
of oilcloth; ~ col'herl (-bar), canvas for 
embroidery; ~ d’Alsace' (-ahs), de Vichy 
(veshe'), linen materials for woman’s 
summer dress. [F, see prec. ] 

toil'et, n. 1. Process of dressing, arranging 
the hair, etc., as make one’s ~ ; (style of) 
dress, costume, as an elaborate —, a — of 
while satin; (also --table) dressing-table 
usu. with looking-glass; lavatory or 
water-closet; — -cover, cover for ~-table; 
—paper (for water-closet); ~ powder, 
dusting powder used in making one’s ~; 
~-roll (of ~-paper); —set (of utensils for 
~); ~ soap (for use in ~); ~ vinegar 
(aromatic kind for mixing with w'ashing- 
-water). 2. (med.). Cleansing of a part 
after operation. [F (-etie), orig. = cloth, 
wrapper, dim. of prec.] 

toison tl’or (twahzawn' dor'), n. = Golden 
FLEECE. [F] 

Tokay', n. Rich aromatic wine made at 
Tokaj in Hungary; kind of grape. 

II toke, n. (si.). Food (esp. dry bread), 
tok'en, n. 1. Sign, symbol, evidence, (of 
affection etc.; often in ~ of); memorial 
of friendship, keepsake; ring, coin, etc., 
serving as proof of authenticity; hook1 
~. 2. (bibl.). Preconcerted signal (Mark 
xiv. 44). 3. (hist.). Piece of metal liko & 
used instead of coin, but worth much less 
than nominal value & issued by trades¬ 
men, bank, etc., without sanction of 
government. 4. (arch, or joc.). By (this, 
the same) ~, more by ~, in corroboration of 
what I say. 5. ~ money, coins of higher 
nominal than intrinsic value but ex¬ 
changeable for full-standard money at 
the higher rate; ~ payment, (pol.) pay¬ 
ment of small proportion of sum due 
(esp. from one country to another) as 
indication that debt is not repudiated, 
(loosely) nominal payment; ~ vole. 
Parliamentary vote of money in which 
the amount stated pro formd is not meant 
to be binding. Hence ~less a. [OE 
ldc(e)n, OS tecan, OHG zeihhan, ON teikn, 
Goth, laikns f. Gmc *tailc- teach] 

II tSk'o. See toco. 
tol'a, n. Unit of weight in India, <= 180 
grains troy. [Hind., f. Skr. tula] 

told. See tell. 
Toled'o, n. (pi. ~s). Fine sword(-blade) 
made at ~ in Spain. 
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tol'erab|le, a. Endurable; fairly good, not 
bad, as am in~Ze health, had a~le passage. 
Hence~leNESS n.,~lY2 adv. [ME, f. OF, 
f, L lolerabilis (as foil., see -isle)] 

tol'er|ate, v.t. Endure, permit, (practice, 
action, person’s doing); forbear to judge 
harshly or rigorously (person, religious 
sect, opinion); endure society of or inter¬ 
course with; sustain, endure, (suffering 
etc.), esp. (med.) sustain use of (drug etc.) 
without harm. Hence or cogn. ~ance n., 
(also) permissible variation in dimension, 
weight, etc.,~atoR n., ~ant a., ~antiA,a 
adv. [f. L lolerare, -ate3] 

tolera'tion, n. Tolerating; forbearance; 
recognition of right of private judgement 
in religious matters, liberty to uphold 
one’s religious opinions & forms of wor¬ 
ship or to enjoy all social privileges etc. 
without regard to religious differences, 
whence ~ist(2) n.; Act of jf~ (condition¬ 
ally freeing Dissenters from some restric¬ 
tions on the exercise of their forms of 
worship, 1089). [F (-le-), f. L tolerationem 
(as prec., see -ation)1 

toll \ n., & v.i. 1. Tax, duty, paid for use 
of market, public road, etc., or for service 
rendered; road ~ (tig.), road casualties; 
(law) II ~ thorough (taken by town for 
use of highway, bridge, etc.), II ~ traverse 
(for passing over private land); || grain 
retained by miller as compensation for 
grinding (still, fig., in take ~= abstract a 
portion of). 2. ~-bar, -gate, bar or usu. 
gate across road to prevent passage of 
person, vehicle, etc., without paying 
II tol(l)'booth (arch.. Sc.), town gaol [orig. 
temporary structure for collection of 
market ~s & detention of those who did 
not pay & others]; ~'housc (occupied by 
collector at —gate). 3. v.i. Take, pay, 
[OE toll, loin, OS tol, tolna, OHG zoll, ON 
tollr f. pop. L toloneum f. LL f. Gk lelonion 
~house (telos tax)] 

toll2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Cause (bell, or abs.) 
to ring with slow uniform strokes; (of bell 
or clock) give out (stroke, knell, hour 
of day), give out measured sounds, ring 
on account of (person, his death, etc.). 
2. n. ~ing, stroke, of bell. [15th c., spec, 
use of ME (now dial.) toll entice, pull] 

toll'able, a. (Of person or goods) subject 
to toll. [TOLL 1 + -ABLE ] 

II t51(l)'bobth. See toll1. 
tol-lol', a. (si.). In fair stato, so-so, mid¬ 

dling. [f. tol(erable) w. redupl. ] 
II toll'y, n. (school si.). Candle, [peril, f. 

TALLOW] 

Tol'tec, n. One of a people traditionally 
held to have ruled in Mexico before the 
Aztecs. Hence ~as a. [Mex.] 

tolu' (or to-), n. Balsam got from a S.- 
-Amer. tree & used in perfumery &jnedi- 
cine. Hence ~ic a., tOl'uENE & tOl'uoL 
nn., colourless inflammable liquid hydro¬ 
carbon of the benzene series, used in the 
preparation of dyes & T.N.T. [name of 
place] 

tommy 

tom, n. 1. (Tom) abbr. of Thomas; Tom, 
Dick, & Harry, persons taken at random, 
ordinary commonplace people. 2. Male 
animal, esp. ~(-cat). 3. Long ~ (naut.), 
long gun esp. one carried amidships on 
swivel-carriage; Old Tom, strong kind of 
gin; vv.v.l'2ing Tom; *Tom & Jerry, rum & 
water beaten up with eggs etc.; ~’boy, 
romping girl, hoyden; ~'/ooZ', fool, 
trifler, (v.i.) play the fool, act in trifling 
manner (~fool’ery, foolish trifling, foolish 
knick-knacks etc.); Tom Fool (type of 
witlessness, esp. in proverb there’s more 
knows Tom Fool than Tom Fool knows = 
notoriety is not honour); ~nodd’y, block¬ 
head, fool; Tom Thumb, a legendary 
dwarf, any diminutive person, dwarf 
variety of various plants; Tom Tiddler's 
ground, children’s game, place where 
money can be had for the picking up; 
II kinds of small bird, esp. titmouse, 

tom'ahawk (-a-h-), n., & v.t. I. War-axe 
of N.-Amer. Indian, with head of horn, 
stone, or steel; bury the ~ or hatchet. 

2. v.t. Strike, kill, with ~; criticize 
savagely in review, [of native orig. ] 

tomall'ey, -ly, n. Soft greenish substance 
(called the liver) in lobster, used as sauce. 
[Carib ] 

toman' (-ahn), n. Persian gold coin. 
[Pers. tuman] 

toma'to (|| -ah-, *-a-), n. (pi. ~es). (Plant 
with) red or yellow pulpy edible fruit; 
currant ~ (with small fruit about size of 
currant); <ree-~, kind that grows erect & 
sustains fruit without support. [17th c. 
tomate, = F (2 syll.) or Sp. & Port. (3 syll.), 
f. Mex. tomatl] 

tomb (tbom), n., & v.t. 1. Hole (made) in 
earth or rock to receive dead (esp. human) 
body, grave; subterranean or other vault 
for the dead; sepulchral monument; (fig.) 
the ~, death; stone, monumental stone 
placed over grave. 2. v.t. Enclose as 
or in or as in ~. Hence ~'less a. [ME 
t(o)umbe f. AF tumbe = OF tombe f. LL 
tumba f. Gk tuiribos] 

tSm'bac, -k, n. Kinds of copper-&-zinc 
alloy, used under various names as 
material for cheap jewellery. [F (-c), f. 
Malay tambaga copper] 

tom'bola, n. Kind of lottery. [ForIt.,f. 
tombolare tumble] 

tome, n. Volume, esp. large heavy one. 
[F, f. L f. Gk tomos section f. temno cut] 

-tome, suf. f. (1) Gk tome a cutting, or 
(2) -tomos cutting, (1) denoting section, 

segment, & (2) used in designations of 

surgical instruments (for corresponding 

operations in -tomy). 

tomen't|um, n. (Bot.) kind of pubescence 
composed of matted woolly hairs; (anat.) 
flocculent inner surface of pia mater. 
Hence tom'entosE1, ~ous, aa. [L, 
= padding of wool etc. ] 

tomm'y, n. 1. (T~) familiar form of 
tom; || Atkins, the British soldier, 
whence or ~ (si.), private in army. 
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2. (mech.). Kinds of wrench or turn- 
-screw, (also ~-bar) short bar for working 
box-spanners. 3. Bread, provisions, esp. 
as given to workman in lieu of wages; 
this system of payment, truck system 
(now illegal); —shop, (formerly) in which 
~ was enforced, (now) shop in works 
where provisions may be bought, any 
baker’s shop ; il food carried by workmen. 
4. *—gun, sub-machine gun [f. inventor 
J. T. Thompson]; ~ hot1; soft ~ (naut.), 
soft or fresh bread (cf. hard tack). [-y 3 ] 

tomo'rrow, to-mo'rrow, (-6), adv. & n. 
(On) the day after today, as will write ~, 
(prov.)~ never comes; (attrib.)~ morning, 
afternoon, etc. (used as nn. & adw.; ~ 
week, eight days hence), [to 1 + morrow, 

Cf. TODAY ] 

tom'pion. Var. of tampion. 
tom'tom, n., & v.i. (-mm-). 1. Indian 
drum; gong. 2. v.i. Beat ~. [f. Hind. 
tamtam, knit. ] 

-tomy, suf. = Gk -tomia -cutting {temno 
cut), chiefly in names of surgical opera¬ 
tions (u?m~, phlebo~, tracheo—). 

ton1 (tun), n. I. Measure of weight, 2240 
or *(also short ~) 2000 lb. avoirdupois; 
metric ~, 1000 kilograms (2204'fi lb.). 
2. Measure of capacity (often varying) for 
timber (40 ft), stone (16 cub. ft), salt (42 
bushels), lime (40 bushels), coke (28 
bushels), wheat (20 bushels), wine (see 
tun), etc. 3. Unit of internal capacity 
(100 cub. ft) or carrying capacity (40 cub. 
ft) of ship. 4. (colloq.). Large number or 
amount, as bag weighs {half) a ~ (several 
pounds, ounces, etc.), ~s of people, have 
asked him ~.s of times. 5. (si.). Speed of 
100 m.p.h. {~-up boys, motor cyclists 
who travel at this speed), [diif. f. tun 

in 17th c.] 
ton2 (tawn), n. Prevailing mode, fashion, 

as in the ~, bon ton. [F] 
ton'al, a. Of tone or tones; of tonality. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. med. L lonalis 
(TONE, -al)] 

tonal'ity, n. (Mus.) character of tone, key; 
colour scheme of picture. [-mr ] 

|| to-name (too-), n. (chiefly Sc.). Name 
added esp. to person’s Christian name & 
surname for distinction. [OE to-nama 
(TO1, NAME)] 

ton'do, n. (pi. -di pr. -de). Easel paint¬ 
ing, or relief, of circular form. [It., = 
round (plate), f. L rotundus round ] 

tone1, n. 1. Sound, esp. w. ref. to pitch, 
quality, & strength; heart ~s, sounds of 
heart heard in auscultation. 2. Modu¬ 
lation of voice to express emotion, senti¬ 
ment, etc., as impatient, lively, imploring, 
despondent, bantering, suspicious, ~. 
3. (phon.). Accent on one syllable of 
word. 4. (mus.). Musical sound, esp. 
with ref. to pitch, quality, & strength 
(fundamental ~); interval of major 
second, e.g. C-D, E-F sharp; whole— 
scale, consisting entirely of ~s, with no 
semitones; Gregorian ~s, traditional 

tongue 
plain-song chants for psalms. 5. (med.). 
Proper condition of the bodily organs, 
state of health in which animal functions 
are duly performed, as has lost, recovered, 
~. 6. Prevailing character of morals, 
sentiments, etc., as the ~ of the nation 
must be raised, gave a flippant ~ to the 
debate. 7. General effect of colour or of 
light & shade in picture; tint, shade of 
colour; degree of luminosity of colour; 
(photog.) colour of finished positive 
picture. 8. <-—arm, tubular arm connect¬ 
ing sound-box of gramophone to the horn; 
~-poem, musical composition for orches¬ 
tra illustrating or translating a poetic 
idea, painting in which the ~s are har¬ 
monized poetically. Hence ~'less (-nl ) 
a., ~'lessNESS n. [ME, partly f. OF ton 
f. L f. Gk tonos f. teind stretch, partly 
f. L] 

t5ne2, v.t. & i. 1. Give tone or quality (of 
sound or colour) to (~d paper, esp. of 
pale amber tint). 2. (mus.). Adjust (part 
of instrument, e.g. padded surface of 
hammers of piano) so as to produce 
desired quality of sound. 3. (photog.). 
Give (picture), (of picture) receive, altered 
colour in finishing by means of chemical 
solution. 4. Harmonize (usu. intr.), as 
does not ~ with the wallpaper. 5. ~ down, 
soften colouring of (picture), render 
(statement, expression, etc.) less pro¬ 
nounced or confident, (intr.) become 
softer, less pronounced, etc.; ~ up, give, 
receive, higher tone or character or 
greater vigour. [ME, f. prec.] 

tong, n. A Chinese guild, association, or 
secret society. [Chin. Vang meeting-place) 

tong'a (-ngg-), n. Light two-wheeled 
vehicle used in India, [f. Hind, tdngd ] 

tongs (-z), n. pi. (Also pair of ~) kinds of 
instrument for grasping & holding usu. 
with two limbs pivoted together near 
either end or connected by spring piece, 
as fvre-~ (for grasping coal etc.), asparagus, 
sugar, blacksmith’s, wire, lazy, —; ham¬ 

mer 1 & ~; would not touch (repulsive 
person or thing) u-ith a pair of ~ (still less 
without). [OE tang{e), OS tanga, OHG 
zanga, ON tgng 1. Gmc *tang-] 

tongue1 (tung), n. 1. Fleshy muscular 
organ in the mouth, serving purposes of 
taste, mastication, swallowing, & (in 
man) of speech {put out one’s ~, as 
grimace, or for doctor’s inspection; on the 

of men, much talked of; furred or d irty 
~, symptom of illness). 2. This as article 
of food, as ox-, sheep’s, reindeer’s, ~; 
smoked, rolled, ~. 3. Faculty of, tendency 
in, speech, as has a ready or fluent^, sharp, 
caustic, dangerous, long (talkative), ~; 
have, speak with, one’s ~ in one’s cheek, 
speak ironically, humour one’s hearer; 
keep a civil ~ in one’s head, avoid rude¬ 
ness. 4. Language of a nation etc., as 
the German ~, one’s mother ~; gift of 
•—-s, power of speaking in unknown ~s 
esp. as miraculously conferred on early 
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Christians; confusion of ~s (Gen. xi. 1-9). 
5. Thing- like ~ in shape (esp. tapering) or 
function, e.g. long low promontory, strip 
of leather closing gap in front of shoe, 
clapper of bell, pin of buckle, projecting 
edge of match'-board, slip connecting two 
grooved boards etc., index of scale or 
balance, vibrating slip in reed of some 
musical instruments, jet of flame, pointed 
rail in railway-switch. 6. Have lost, find., 
one’s ~, be too bashful, recover power of 
speech; give or throw ~, (of hounds) bark 
esp. on finding scent; hold one’s ~, be 
silent; on the tip 1 of one’s ~ ; wag one’s ~, 
talk indiscreetly or volubly; —-bit (with 
plate preventing horse from getting ~ 
over mouthpiece); —-bone, = hyoio; ~- 
■lie, impediment in speech due to short¬ 
ness of fraenum of ~, —-tied, having this, 
(fig.) debarred from speaking out. Hence 
(-)tonguEP2 (tOngd), ~'less, aa.,~'LET n. 
[OE lunge, OS, ON tunga, OHG zunga, 
Goth, tuggo f. Gmc *tungon, held to be 
cogn. w. L lingua (f. *dingua)] 

tongue2 (tQng), v.t. & i. Produce stac¬ 
cato etc. effects with (flute etc.) by use 
of tongue, use tongue thus; ~ & groove, 
furnish (match'-board etc.) with tongue 
& groove, [f. prec. ] 

ton'ic, a. & n. 1. (Of medicine, medical 
treatment, etc., fig. of success, mis¬ 
fortune, punishment) serving to in¬ 
vigorate, bracing; (mus.) of tones, esp. 
of the keynote; ~ accent, accent on 
syllable; ~ sdl-fa' (-ah), system of sight- 
-singing & notation in which keynote of 
all major keys is doh (& other notes corre¬ 
spondingly, as ray, me, fah, sol, lah, te) & 
keynote of all minor keys lah (& other 
notes correspondingly, as te, doh, etc.), 
with time-values shown by vertical lines, 
colons, etc.; ~ spasm, continuous muscu¬ 
lar contraction (cf. clonic). 2. n. ~ 
medicine etc. (lit. & fig.); (mus.) keynote. 
Hence ton'lCALLY adv. [f. Gk tonikos (as 
tone1, see -ic) ] 

toni'city, n. Tone; being tonic; healthy 
elasticity of muscles etc. [-ity] 

tonight', to-night', (-nit), adv. & n. (On) 
the present night, (on) the night of today. 
[TO1 + NIGHT, Cf. TODAY] 

ton'ish, tonn-, a. (now rare). In the ton2, 

modish, stylish. Hence ~ness n. [-isii 1 ] 
ton'ite, n. A powerful gun-cotton ex¬ 
plosive. [f. L tonare thunder -I- -ITE 1 ] 

II tonk, v.t. (si.). Hit (bowling, person) 
hard, defeat easily in contest, [orig. 
unkn.] 

Tonk'a bean, t-, n. Fragrant seed of a 
tree found in Guiana etc., used in per¬ 
fumery etc. [native t<mka, the bean] 

to'nnage (til-), n. Internal cubic capacity, 
or freight-carrying capacity, of ship in 
ton's; total freightage esp. of a country’s 
merchant marine; duty on vessels 
formerly reckoned on ~, now on regis¬ 
tered size; charge per ton on cargo or 
freight; ~ cb poundage (hist.), customs 

duties on the tun of wine & the pound’s- 
-worth of merchandise imported or ex¬ 
ported, granted as subsidies (orig. for the 
defence of the realm) at intervals in the 
14th-18th cc. & levied unconstitutionally 
by Charles I without consent of Parlia¬ 
ment; —deck (upper of two, second of 
three or more), [in hist, sense ME f. OF; 
in mod. use f. ton' +-age] 

tonn'eau (-no), n. Part of some motor- 
-cars tiiat contains the back seats. [F, 
lit. cask, tun] 

tonom'eter, n. Tuning-fork or other in¬ 
strument for measuring pitch of tones, 
[as TONE 1 + -METER ] 

ton'sil, n. Either of two oral organs on 
each side of the fauces. Hence ton'sillAR1 
a., tonsilliT'is n. [f. L tonsillae pi. ] 

tonsor'ial, a. (joc.). Of a barber or his 
work. [f. L tonsorius (tondere tons- shave, 
see -or) + -al] 

ton'sure (-sher), n., & v.t. 1. Rite of 
shaving the crown (R.-C. Ch.) or whole 
head (Gk Ch.) of person entering priest¬ 
hood or monastic order; bare part of 
monk’s or priest’s head; (fig.) admission 
to holy orders. 2. v.t. Shave head of, 
give ~ to. [ME, f. OF, or f. L tonsura 
(prec., -ure)] 

tontine' (-en), n. Annuity shared by sub¬ 
scribers to loan, the shares increasing as 
subscribers die till last survivor gets all; 
~policy of insurance (in which associated 
policy-holders agree to receive no divi¬ 
dend, return-premium, etc., till end of 
fixed period called ~ period). [F, f. name 
of Lorenzo Tonti, originator of ~s in 
France c. 1653] 

too, adv. & a. 1. In a higher degree than is 
admissible for a specified or understood 
purpose, standard, etc. (not used to 
qualify vb, cf. very'), as ~ ripe for cooking, 
— good to be true, allows — long an interval, 
— long intervals, — large for me, my taste, 
my purpose, is — fond of comfort, — many 

for; ~ much (of a good thing), intolerable 
(this is really — much or ~ much of a good 
thing); (colloq.) very (you are — kind; he is 
not — well today). 2. (In affected or gush¬ 
ing use) is quite—, is-, (delightful etc., 
often omitted). 3. Also, as well, as take 
the others mean to do it — (as well as 
threaten). 4. Moreover, as achieved, —, at 
small cost. 5. adj. gushing, [stressed 
form of TO1, f. 16th c. sp. too] 

took. See take. 

tool1, n. 1. Mechanical implement, as 
carpenter’s, joiner’s, gardener’s, engraver’s, 
mason’s, —s; (pi.) implements & munitions 
of war; machine used in making machi¬ 
nery, e.g. lathe. 2. (fig.). Thing used in 
an occupation or pursuit, as literary —s, 
the —s of one’s trade; person used as mere 
instrument by another, cat’s-paw. 3. 
Separate figure in tooling of book. 4. 
Broad = tooler; edge1-, edged, — ; 
—holder, device for holding ~ in lathe, 
handle for use with different ~s; ’—-post. 
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■rest, holder or support for cutting— in 
lathe. [OE tol = ON tol pl„ f. Gmc 
U6(w)tam f. *tow-, see taw1] 

tool2, v.t. & i. Dress (stone) with chisel; 
ornament (sides & back of book-cover) 
with tooling; equip with tools; work 
with (si.) drive (coach etc.), (intr.) 
drive, ride, (often along etc.) esp. in casual 
or leisurely manner, [f. prec. j 

tool'er, n. In vbl senses, esp.: stone- 
-mason’s broad chisel for tooling. [-ER1] 

tool'ing, n. Stone-dressing in parallel 
lines; ornamentation of book-cover with 
designs impressed by heated tools (blind 
—, without gilding), [-ing1] 

toon, n. E.-Ind. tree with close-grained 
red wood much used for furniture etc. 
[f. Hind, tun] 

toot, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Sound, esp. produce 
short rapid sound with, (horn, cornet, 
whistle, etc.); sound horn etc. thus; (of 
horn etc.) give out such sound; (of grouse) 
call. 2. n. Sound of horn, trumpet, etc. 
jo. 1500, imit., or f. (M)LG tuten] 

tooth, n. (pi. teeth). Sc v.t. & i. 1. Each of 
several hard dense structures growing in 
jaws of vertebrates & used for mastica¬ 
tion; CANINE, EYE1-, INCISOR, MILK1-, 

MOLAR1, WISDOM, ~; false, artificial, — 
(made by dentist). 2. ~-shaped projec¬ 
tion or thing, e.g. cog, point, etc., of 
gear-wheel, saw, comb, rake. 3. sweet ~; 
cast thing in person’s teeth, reproach him 
with it; in the teeth of, in spite of (opposi¬ 
tion etc.), in opposition to (directions etc.), 
in the face of (the wind etc.); armed to the 
teeth (completely, elaborately); cut one’s 
eye-teeth, gain worldly wisdom; escape by 
the skin of one’s teeth (narrowly); fight, 
struggle, — & nail (with utmost effort); 
from the teeth outwards (arch.), insincerely, 
not from the heart; lie2 in one’s teeth-, 
long in the —, old (orig. of horses; from 
recession of gums with age); put teeth into 
(law, regulation, etc.), make it effective; 
set one’s teeth on edge 1; show one’s teeth, 
take threatening tone; lake the bit 1 
between one’s teeth. 4. —'ache, ache in ~; 
—billed, (of bird) having ~like process(es) 
on cutting edges of bill; <■—brush (for 
cleaning teeth); || —comb (with fine close- 
-set teeth; prop, fine— comb)-, — orna¬ 
ment, = DOG1—; >—paste, -powder, (for 
cleaning or preserving teeth); -’pick, 
small sharp instrument of quill, wood, 
gold, etc., for removing matter lodged 
between teeth. 5. vb. Furnish with 
teeth; (of cog-wheels) interlock. Hence 
(-)~ed2 (-thd), ~'i.ess, aa., -~'let n. [OE 
loth, OS land, OHG zan(d), ON tqnn, 
Goth, lunlhus f. Gmc *lanlh-, *tunth- 
cogn. w. L dens denlis, Gk odous -emtos] 

tooth'ful (-dbl), n. Small draught of spirit 
etc., thimbleful. [-FUL] 

tooth'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp.: project¬ 
ing bricks or stones left at end of wall to 
provide for continuation; —plane (with 
serrated edge for roughing surface), [-ing 1 ] 

tooth'some, a. Pleasant to eat. Hence 
~LY2 adv., ~NESS n. [-SOME] 

too'tle, v.i. Toot gently or repeatedly esp. 
on flute. [_-le(3)] 

toot'sy(-wobtsy). n. (nursery). Foot. 
top1, n. & a. 1. Summit, highest part, as 
~ of a hill, hill—, at the — of the tree (fig., of 
highest rank in profession etc.); come to 
the —, win distinction; on —, above; on 
the — of, in addition to. 2. Leaves etc. of 
plants grown for the root, as turnip—s. 
3. Surface (of ground), upper surface (of 
table etc.). 4. Upper part of shoe; cover 
of carriage; lid of saucepan etc.; head 
(of page in book); upper edges of book, 
as gilt —. 5. (Person occupying) highest 
rank, foremost place, as came out (at the) 
— of the school, the — (upper end, head) of 
the table. 6. Utmost degree, height, as 
realized the — of my ambition, called at the 
— of his voice, ran at the — of his speed; 
crown of the head, as from — to toe-, the 
— of the morning (to you), Irish morning 
greeting. 7. (naut.). Platform round head 
of lower mast serving to extend ~mast 
shrouds, as main—, fore—, mizzen—. 8. pi. 
Two highest cards of a suit in bridge etc. 
9. (In motoring) highest gear (usu. on or 
in —). 10. pi. Metal buttons plated etc. 
only on face. 11. Bunch of hair, fibres, 
etc., esp. as measure = 1J- lb. 12. adj. 
Highest in position or degree, as the — 
rail, at — speed, — dog (si., = victor, 
master, opp. under dog), whence ~'most a. 
13. —-boot (also ~), boot with high ~ usu. 
of different material or colour Sc made to 
look as if turned down; —'coat, overcoat; 
—-dress, apply manure on the ~ of (earth) 
instead of ploughing it in; —-dressing, 
this process, manure so applied; —gall'ant 
(tfjpg-, tog-), mast, sail, yard, rigging, 
immediately above ~mast & ~sail; ~ 
hamper, light upper sails & rigging; ~ hat, 
tall silk hat; —-heavy, overweighted at ~ 
so as to be in danger of falling (often fig. 
of scheme etc.); \\--hole (si.), first-rate; 
-’knot, knot, bow of ribbon etc., tuft, 
crest, worn or growing on head; ~- 
-lantem, -light, light displayed from 
mizzen~ of flagship; —'man, ~-sawyer 
(lit.), (naut., also —s'mom) roan doing duty 
in a ~; —'most (-ost) (next above lower 
mast); —’sail (-si), square sail next above 
lowest; —-saw'yer, sawyer in upper 
position in saw -pit, (fig.) person in superior 
or high position; —’sides, sides of ship 
above water-line. [OE lop, OHG zopf, 
ON topprl. Gmc *tuppaz] 

top2, v.t. (-pp-). 1. Provide with top or 
cap; (naut.) raise one end of (yard etc.) 
above the other. 2. Remove top of (plant) 
to improve growth etc. 3. Reach the 
top of (hill etc.). 4. Be higher than; be 
superior to, surpass, as —s all I ever 
saw, whence ||~p'ing2 a., ~p'ingLY2 
adv.; ~ one’s part, act or discharge it to 
perfection. 5. (golf). Hit (ball) at top 
instead of true. 6. ~ off or up, put an 



end or a finishing touch to (thing, or abs.); 
~ up, (also) fill up (partly empty con¬ 
tainer). 7. Be of (specified height), as he 
~s 6 ft. 8. ~ping-lift, each of a pair of 
lifts by which a yard may be topped. 
[MB, f. prec.] 

top3, n. Kinds of wooden or metal toy, 
usu. conical, spherical, or pear-shaped, 
rotating on sharp point at bottom when 
set in motion by hand, spring, or string; 
humming, peg, whip 'ping or whip, —; 
sleep2 like a ~ (sound); old ~ (si.), old 
chap, old fellow; ~-shell, kinds of shell¬ 
fish with —shaped shell, [late OE top-, 
cf. MDu. dop(pe), Du. top, OHG topfo, 
G dial, topf ] 

top'az, n. 1. A transparent or translucent 
mineral, a silicate of aluminium, yellow, 
white, green, blue, or colourless; false 
~, kind of yellow quartz. 2. Kind of 
humming-bird. [ME, f. OF topaze f. L f. 
Gk lopazos, -zion ] 

topaz'olite, n. Yellow or green kind of 
garnet, [prec. + -o- + -Lite ] 

tope1, v.i. Drink alcoholic liquors to ex¬ 
cess esp. habitually. Hence top'ER1 n. 
[orig. unkn.; cf. earlier (obs.) top] 

tiipe'2, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Mango or other 
grove, [f. Tamil toppu] 

tope3, n. Buddhist monument, usu. domo 
or tower, [f. Hind, top f. Skr. stupa 
mound] 

tope1, n. Small species of shark, dogfish, 
[perh. f. Cornish] 

t5ph, toph'us (pi. -phi), nn. Gouty depo¬ 
sit of calcareous matter round teeth & 
at surface of joints. Hence toph.A'CEOUS 
(-ashits) a. [L (-us), = sandstone, tufa] 

Toph'et, n. Place in Valley of Hinnom 
near Jerusalem used for idolatrous wor¬ 
ship & later for depositing refuse, for 
consumption of which fires were kept 
burning; hell. [f. Heb. topheth] 

t5p'i, top'ee (-1), n. (Anglo-Ind.). Hat 
(see sola). [Hind, topi] 

top'la, n. Ancient-Roman stylo of mural 
decoration with heterogeneous landscape 
scenes. [L, f. Gk topos place] 

tdp'iarly, a. The~y art (of clipping shrubs 
etc. into ornamental shapes). Hence 
topiar'iAN a., ~IST n. [f. L topiarivs 
landscape gardener (as prec., see -ary1)] 

top'ic, n. Theme for discussion, subject of 
conversation or discourse; (log., rhet.) 
class of considerations from which argu¬ 
ments can be drawn, [f. L f. Gk (ta) 
topika topics, as title of a treatise of 
Aristotle (topos place, see -ic) ] 

top'ical, a. Of topics; dealing with esp. 
current or local topics, as ~ allusion, 
song-, local, esp. (med.) affecting a part of 
the body. Hence ~ly 2 adv. [-al] 

topog'raphly, n. Detailed description, 
representation on map etc., of natural 
& artificial features of a town, district, 
etc.; such features; (anat.) mapping of 
surface of body with reference to the 
parts beneath. Hence ~er1 n., topo- 

torment 

graph'ic(AL) aa., topograph'icalLY2 
adv. [f. LL f. Gk topographia (topos 
place, see -graphy) ] 

topon'ymy, n. Study of the place-names 
of a region, [f. Gk topos place, onuma 
name, -y1] 

topp'er, n. In vbl senses, also: (colloq.) 
= top1 hat; (colloq.) a good fellow, good 
sort; (commerc.) fine fruit etc. put at top 
of stock for show. [f. top2 + -er1] 

top'ple, v.i. & t. (Cause to) totter & fall 
(often over, down), [f. top2+-le(3)] 

topsyturv'ly, adv.,a.,n.,&v.t. 1. Upside 
down; (in) utter confusion. 2. v.t. Turn~y. 
Hence (joc.) ~yDOM, ~Ifica'tion, nn., 
~iFY v.t. [16th c., of obsc. hist., but app. 
f. top1 -l-obs. terve overturn] 

toque (-k), n. 1. Small kinds of man’s 
& woman’s cap or bonnet (hist.); woman’s 
small hat with little or no or turned-up 
brim. 2. Kinds of monkey with caplike 
arrangement of hair. [F, app. = It. tocca, 
Sp. toca] 

tor, n. Hill, rocky peak, esp. on Dart¬ 
moor. [OE, peril, cogn. w. Gael. Mrrhill] 

tin-'ah, n. Revealed will of God, esp., 
Mosaic law; Pentateuch. [Heb. torah 
instruction ] 

tore, n. See torque. 
torch, n. Piece of resinous wood or twisted 

flax etc. soaked in tallow etc. for carrying 
lighted (~ of Hymen, passion of love); 
other appliance for this purpose, e.g. 
cil-lamp on pole; electric ~, portable 
electric lamp; ~-fishing, (also ~'ing‘ n.) 
mode of catching fish by ~light; ~-race, 
ancient-Greek festival performance of 
runners handing lighted ~es to others in 
relays; -singer, woman who sings 
~-songs (sentimental ditties of unre¬ 
quited love); hand on the ~, keep know¬ 
ledge etc. alive (w. ref. to ~-race). [ME, 
f. OF torche app. f. Rom. *torca f. L 
torguere twist] 

torchon (see Ap.), n. attrib. ~ paper, 
paper with rough surface used esp. for 
water-colours; ~ board (covered with 
~ paper); ~ mat, mat3 of ~ paper; ~ lace, 
peasants’ bobbin lace with geometrical 
designs. [F, = dish-cloth (torcher wipe)] 

tore1. See tear1. 
tore2. = torus (first sense), 
to'reador', n. (hist.). Spanish (usu. 
mounted) bullfighter. [Sp., f. toro f. L 
taurus bull] 

toreut'ic (-rob-), a. & n. 1. Of chasing, 
carving, & embossing, esp. metal. 2. 
n. pi. This art. [f. Gk toreutilcos (toreud 
bore, chase, see -ic) ] 

torg'och (-x), n. Red-bellied char. [W 
(tor belly +coch red)] 

torii (td'rie, tbr'ie), n. Gateway of Shinto 
temple. [Jap.] 

torrn'entl, n. Severe bodily or mental 
suffering, as was in ~, suffered ~s; source 
of this, as (colloq.) the child is a positive~. 
[ME, f. OF, f. L tormentum (torguere twist, 
see -ment)] 
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torment,2, v.t. Subject to torment, as 
~ert with neuralgia, suspense, inquiries. 
Hence ~ingLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF tor- 
menter f. LL tormentare f. L tormentum 
(prec.)] 

torm'entil, n. Low herb with bright yellow 
flowers & higlily astringent root-stock 
used in medicine. [ME, = OF tormcntille 
f. med. L -ilia dim. of L tormentum tor¬ 

ment1; sense-connexion unkn.] 
tornien'tlor, n. Person, thing, that tor¬ 
ments, whence ~rESS1 n.; long fork used 
on ship for taking meat from coppers; 
kind of harrow on wheels. [ME & AF 
tormentour, OF -teur (torment2, -or)] 

torm'ina, n. Griping pains in bowels, 
colic. [L, f. torquere twist)] 

torn. See tear1. 

tdrnad'o, n. (pi. ~es). Violent storm of 
small extent, esp. in W. Africa at begin¬ 
ning & end of rainy season & in U.S. from 
April to July, having usually a rotary 
motion, & often accompanied by funnel- 
-shaped cloud; (fig.) outburst or volley of 
cheers, hisses, missiles, etc. Hence tor- 
nad'ic a. [app. assim. of Sp. tronada 
thunderstorm (tronar to thunder) to Sp. 
tornar to turn ] 

toFous, torose', aa. (Bot.) cylindrical 
with bulges at intervals; (zool.) knobby, 
[f. L torosus (torus, see -ose1, -ous)] 

torped'o, n. (pi. ~es), & v.t. 1. Electric 
ray, a fish with electric apparatus for 
numbing or killing its prey etc. 2. Kinds 
of explosive mine or petard; cigar-shaped 
self-propelling submarine missile that 
can be aimed at a ship etc. & explodes on 
touching it (aerial ~, discharged from 
aircraft); ~-boal, small fast warship for 
carrying or discharging ~es; ~ gunboat, 
large vessel intended to catch --“-boat; 
(~-boat) destroyer; ~-mef (hung round 
ship to intercept ~es or ~-boat); ~-tube 
(from which ~es are discharged). 3. v.t. 
Destroy, attack, with ~; (fig.) paralyse, 
make (policy, institution, etc.) ineffective. 
[L torpedo electric ray (torpere bo numb)] 

tdrp'lid, a. &n. 1. (Of hibernating animal) 
dormant; numb ; sluggish, dull, apathetic. 
2. n. pi. || Hilary term boat-races at 
Oxford between (orig. second crews of) 
colleges; (sing.) boat rowing in these. 
Hence or cogn. ~id'iTY, ~idxESS, ~or, 

nn., ~idLY2 adv., ~Ify v.t., ~oriF'ic a. 
[f. L torpidus (prec., -id1)] 

Tdrps, n. (nav. si.). Ship’s torpedo oflficer. 
[abbr.] 

td^'quate, -ated, aa. (zool.). With ring 
of peculiar colour or texture of hair or 
plumage about the neck. [f. L torquatus 
(foil., -ATE2)] 

torque (-k), tore, n. Necklace of twisted 
metal, esp. of Gauls; (mech., -que) twist- 
ing-MOMENT. [f. L torques (torquere twist)] 

to'rre|fy, v.t. Parch with heat, roast, dry, 
(metallic ores, drugs). So ~fac'tion n. 
[f. F torrefier f. L torrefacere (torrere 
parch, see -jot)] 

to'rrent, n. Rushing stream of water 
etc.; (pi.) great downpour of rain (also 
rain falls in ~s); (fig.) violent flow (of 
abuse, griof, questions). Hence torrent 
tiAL (-slil) a., torren'tialLY2 adv. [F, f. 
It. -ente f. L torrentem (torrere parch, 
-ENT)] 

Torricell'ian, a. ~ experiment (with 
mercury in tube, leading to principle on 
which barometer is made); ~ tube (used 
for this). [E. Torricelli d. 1647 + -AN] 

to'rrid, a. (Of land etc.) parched by sun, 
very hot; ~ zone, part of earth’s surface 
betwoen tropics. Hence~iTY (-Id-),~NESS, 
nn. [f. F -ide or L lorridus (torrere parch, 
see -id1)] 

tdrs'el, n. Twisted ornament e.g. scroll; 
block of wood in brick wall for joist etc. 
to rest on. [var. of tassel] 

tdNsion (-shn), n. Twisting; (bot.) stato 
of being spirally twisted, so tors'iVE a.; 
(med.) twisting of cut end of artery after 
operation etc. to check haemorrhage; 
~ balance (for measuring minute forces 
by means of fine twisted wire). Hence 
~al, ~less, aa., ~aliY2 adv., (-sho-). 
[ME, f. OF, f. LL tortionem, -si- (as TORT, 
see -ion) ] 

tdrsk, n. Fish of cod family, [f. Norw. 
torsk, tosk f. ON tho(r)skr] 

tots'S, n. (pi. ~s). Trunk of statue apart 
from head & limbs; human trunk; (fig.) 
unfinished or mutilated work. [It., = 
stalk, stump, torso, f. thyrsus] 

tort, n. (law). Private or civil wrong. 
[ME, f. OF, f. med. L tortum wrong f. L 
torquere tort- twist] 

tdrticoll'is, n. (path.). Rheumatic affec¬ 
tion of muscles of neck, stiff neck. [mod. 
L, f. tortus crooked (prec.) +collum neck] 

tort'ile, a. Twisted, curved; (bot.) coiled. 
Hence tortil'iTY n. [f. L tortilis (tort, 
-ILE) ] 

torti'lla (-elya), n. Flat maize cake, 
Mexican equivalent of bread. [Sp. ] 

tor'tious (-sluts), a. (law). Constituting a 
tort, wrongful. Hence ~ly2 adv. [AF 
lorcious (torsion, -ous), assoc, in sense 
w. tori] 

tdrt'oise (-tvs), n. 1. Land (& freshwater) 
varieties of turtle, reptile encased in two 
scaly or leathery shields forming a box; 
alligator ~; (Rom. ant.) = testudo. 
2. Hare <& ~, ability beaten by persis¬ 
tence; ~-s/teH, mottled & clouded outer 
shell or scale of some sea-turtles used for 
combs etc., ~-shell cal, butterfly (with 
black & yellow markings suggesting -— 
-shell). [ME lortuce etc., tortu (thr. OF 
tortue) f. med. L tortuca, tortua app. f. L 
tortus (tort) w. ref. to ~’s crooked feet] 

tort'uous, a. Full of twists or turns, so 
tdrt'uosE1 a. (bot.); (fig., of policy etc.) 
devious, circuitous, crooked, not straight¬ 
forward. Hence or cogn. toittQos'iTY, 
~ness, nn., ~LY2 adv. [ME, f. AF, f. 
L tortuosus (tortus -iis twist, foil., -ous)] 

toi'tur|e, n., & v.t. 1. Infliction of severe 
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bodily pain e.g. as punishment or means 
of persuasion, as was put to the ~e, instru- 
ments of ~e (rack, thumbscrew, etc.); 
severe physical or mental pain. 2. v.t. 
Subject to ~e, as ~ed with neuralgia, 
light boots, anxiety, (fig.) force out of 
natural position or state, pervert mean¬ 
ing of (words, passage). Hence —able, 

~ous, aa., ~er1 n., ~ingLY2 adv. [F, f. 

LL tortura twisting (lorquere tort- twist, 
see -ure)] 

to'rul|a, n. (pi. ~oe). Kinds of yeastlike 
fungus; chain of spherical bacteria, 
whence ~Iform a.; (bot.) small torus, 
[mod. L dim. of torus] 

tdt'us, n. (pi. -ri). Large moulding of 
semicircular profile esp. as lowest member 
of base of column; (bot.) receptacle of 
flower, modified end of stem; (anat.) 
smooth ridge as of muscle. [L, = swel¬ 
ling, bulge, cushion, etc.] 

Tdr'y, n. & a. (now chiefly in colloq. or 
hostile use). (Member) of the party that 
opposed the exclusion of the Duke of 
York (James II), inclined to the Stuarts 
after 1689, accepted George III and the 
established order in Church & State, 
opposed Reform Bill of 1832, & has been 
succeeded by Conservative party (cf. 
whig). Hence ~ism n. [orig. = Irish 
robber, f. Ir. *toraidhe, -aighe pursuer 
(t&ir pursue) ] 

-tory, suf., most freq. form of -ory, in 

wds f. L vbs w. p.p. stem in -t- (amatory, 
factory). 

tosh, n. (si.). Rubbish, twaddle; (crick., 
lawn tennis, etc.) easy bowling or service. 

II tosh'er, n. (si.). Unattached student 
(see unattached), [corrupt.] 

toss, v.t. & i. (~ed or poet, tost), & n. 
1. Throw up (ball etc.) with the hand esp. 
with palm upward, (of bull etc.) throw 
(person etc.) up with the horns. 2. Throw 
(thing to person, away, aside, etc.) lightly 
or carelessly. 3. Throw (coin) into air to 
decide choice etc. by way it falls, settle 
question or dispute with (person for 
thing) thus, as will ~ you for (or who lias) 
the armchair. 4. Toss (person) in blanket, 
jerk him upwards out of it by pulling 
suddenly on all comers; ~ one’s head, 
throw it back esp. in contempt or im¬ 
patience; ~ a pancake, jerk it up so that 
it returns upside down to pan. 5. Throw 
(thing, oneself) about from side to side, 
throw oneself about thus in bed etc., roll 
about restlessly; (of sea, ship, branch, 
etc.) roll or swing with fitful to-&-fro 
motion. 6. Separate heavy from light 
parts of (tin ore) by agitation in vessel. 
7. ~ oars (of boat’s crew bringing oars to 
upright position blades upward as salute); 
~ off, drink off at a draught, dispatch 
(work) rapidly or without apparent 
effort; ~ up, ~ coin as above, prepare 
(food) hastily; ~'pof (arch.), toper. 8. n. 
~ing of coin, head, etc., as win the~, have 
its decision in one’s favour; a contemptu¬ 

ous ~ of the head-, full ~, a full pitch at 
cricket; ~-up, ~ing up of coin, doubtful 
question, as is quite a <■—up whether he 
comes or not-, pitch 2-<fr—. 9. || Throve 
from horseback etc. (take a ~, be thrown), 
[c. 1500, of unkn. orig.] 

tot1, n. Small child, esp. a tiny~ ; (colloq.) 
dram of liquor. [18th c., of unkn. orig.] 

tot2, n., & v.t. & i. (colloq.; -tt-). I. || Set 
of figures to be added. 2. vb. Add usu. 
up; (of items) mount up (~ up to, amount 
to), [abbr. of foil, or of L lotum the whole] 

tot'al, a., n., & v.t. & i. (-11-). 1. Complete, 
comprising the whole, as the ~ number of 
persons, ~ populalion, sum~, ~ tonnage-, 
absolute, unqualified, as was in ~ ignor¬ 
ance of it; resulted in ~ loss of his fortune, 
~ abstinence, abstainer; ~ eclipse (in 
which whole surface is obscured); ~ war 
(in which all available weapons & re¬ 
sources are employed). 2. n. ~ number 
or amount. 3. vb. Find the ~ of (things, 
set of figures), amount in number to, as 
the visitors ~led 131; amount to, mount 
up to. Hence total'iTY n. (esp., time for 
which an eclipse is ~), ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. 
OF, f. med. L totalis (totus entire, see -al)] 

totalitarian, a. Relating to a polity that 
permits no rival loyalties or parties; 
~ State (with only one, the governing, 
party), [-arian] 

tot'alizator, n. Device showing number 
& amount of bets staked on race with a 
view to dividing the total among betters 
on winner, [foil., -ate3, -or] 

tot'aliz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. & i. Collect into 
a total, find the total of; use totalizator 
in betting. Hence ~a'tion n. [-ize] 

tote1, n. (si.). = totalizator, [abbr.] 
•tote2, v.t. Carry (a gun, supplies, timber, 
etc.). [U.S., f. 1676, of unkn. orig.] 

tot'em, n. Natural object esp. animal 
assumed among N.-Amer. Indians as 
emblem of clan or individual on ground 
of relationship; image of this; <—pole, 
-post (on which ~s are carved or hung); ~ 
stage, stage of mental development in 
which ~s are taken as clan-names & ob¬ 
jects of worship. Hence totem'ic, ~is'tic, 
aa., ~ism(3), ~ist(2), nn. [Algonquian] 

t’o'ther, to'ther, (ttidh-), a. & pron. The 
other; tell ~ from which (joc. variant of 
tell one from the other). [ME the tolher, for 
earlier thet other ‘ the other’; now under¬ 
stood as = the other & usu. used without 
the] 

iot'itlStn verb'is, adv. In so many 
words, in these very words, as he said, 

that he would write in either case. [L] 
tdl'ies qudt’les (or tosh'Ies kwosh'ies), 
adv. On each occasion, every time, as 
offer was refused ~. [L, = as often as ] 

tot'o cael'o (se-), adv. Differ ~ (by an 
immense distance). [L, = by the whole 
heaven] 

tott'er, v.i. Stand or walk unsteadily (esp. 
of child learning to walk); (part., of 
steps) unsteady; (of tower etc., fig. of 
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State, system, etc.) be shaken, be on the 
point of falling. Hence ~er1 n., ~ingLY2 
adv., ~y2 a. [ME, perh. f. Norse; cf. 
Norw. dial, tutra, totra quiver, shake] 

toucan (tookahn', too'kn), n. Kinds of 
tropical American bird with immense 
beak. [f. Braz. lucana] 

touch1 (tuch), v.t. & i. 1. Be separated at 
one or more points by no intervening 
space or object from (thing etc.), be in or 
come into contact with, bring part of 
body esp. hand into contact with, estab¬ 
lish this relation towards (thing with 
one’s hand, stick, etc.), cause (two things) 
to come into contact, (of two things) bo 
in contact, as two rocks ~ (each other) at 
the bases, you are ~ing wet paint, ~ pitch, 
have to do with shady transaction or 
person, he ~ed me on the shoulder, ~ the 
table with your stick, wouldn’t ~ him 
(unpleasant person) with a barge-pole, 
just ~ed them together & they cracked, 
I never ~ed him (hostilely), can just ~ 
bottom (of water with toes), ~ bottom1, 
~ed his hat (as salutation), was ~ed by the 
king (to cure king *’8 evil), ~ wood (to 
propitiate Nemesis after boasting etc.), 
~ the spot (find out, or do, exactly what is 
requisite). 2. (geom.). Be a tangent to 
(circle etc.). 3. Apply slight force to, as 
he~ed (rang) the bell; strike (keys, strings, 
of musical instrument), strike keys or 
strings of. 4. Delineate, mark lightly, 
put in, (features etc.) with brush, pencil, 
etc. 5. Reach, as can just ~ the ceiling; 
(fig.) approach in excellence etc., as no 
one can ~ him in light comedy, for purity 
of style. 6. Affect with tender feeling, 
soften, as it ~ed me to the heart, was 
visibly ~ed by her appeal; rouse painful or 
angry feeling in, as ~ed him home, ~ed him 
to the quick, — ~ed him on a raw or tender 
place (also lit.). 7. Treat of (subject) 
lightly or in passing. 8. Concern, as the 
question ~es you nearly. 9. (Chiefly neg.) 
have to do with, as refuses to ~ (risk 
capital in) breweries, dare not ~ (drink) 
beer. 10. Injure slightly, as flowers are a 
little ~ed with the east wind. 11. p.p. 
Slightly crazy. 12. Affect slightly, 
modify, as morality ~ed with emotion; 
(neg.) produce slightest effect on, cope 
with, as brass polish won’t ~ these candle¬ 
sticks, couldn’t ~ the algebra paper. 13. 
(si.). ~ one for, get (sum) out of him 
<~ed me for £5 ; cf. tap1). 14. ~ at (naut.), 
call at (port etc.); ~ down, (rugby footb.) 
~ ball on ground either behind one’s own 
or the opponents’ goal, (of aircraft) 
alight; ~ off, make (sketch) hastily, 
make hasty sketch of, (obs.) discharge 
(cannon); ~ on or upon, treat (subject) 
briefly; refer to or mention casually; 
~ up, correct, give finishing touches to 
(picture, writing, etc.), strike (horse) with 
whip, jog (memory). 15. ~'wood1 (seealso 
foil.), children’s game in which~ing wood 
gives immunity from pursuit. Hence 

~'able a. [ME, f. OF lochier, tuchier, f. 
Rom. *toccare,prob.imit.,f. *tocimitating 
a knock] 

touch2 (tiich), n. 1. Act or fact of touch¬ 
ing, contact, as gave him a ~, felt a ~ on 
my arm, royal ~ (for king1’s evil), at a ~ 
(if touched, however lightly). 2. Sense by 
which contact is perceived, whence~'LESS 
а. 3. Light stroke with pencil, brush, 
etc., in drawing etc., as added a few ~es, 
finishing ~es, (often fig. of writing, 
management of business, etc.). 4. Small 
amount, slight tinge or trace, as ivants a 
~ of salt, an occasional ~ of irony, felt a 
~ of rheumatism. 5. Performer’s manner 
of touching keys or strings of musical 
instrument, manner or degree in which 
keys etc. respond to this, manner or style 
of workmanship in carving etc. or in 
writing, as has a light or firm ~ on piano, 
piano is wanting in ~, writer has light ~ 
(produces required effect simply, without 
laboured emphasis, etc.); the Nelson 
Nelson’s masterly handling of a situation. 
б. Mental correspondence, sympathy, 
communication, esp. keep in ~, remain in 
sympathy or not cease from correspon¬ 
dence or personal intercourse (with), so 
get in(to) ~ with. 7. Magnetization of 
steel bar by repeated contact with magnet. 
8. (arch.). ~stone, test, as put it to the ~. 
9. Near ~, close shave, narrow escape. 
10. (med.). Exploration of organs etc. 
by sense of ~. 11. (footb.). Part of field 
outside the side limits ('—lines) & between 
goal-lines produced; ~-in-goal, each of 
the four outside corners enclosed by 
~-lines & goal-lines; ~-doum, touching 
down (as in prec.). 12. ~-&-go, (adj.) of 
uncertain event, risky, placed in risky 
circumstances, as it was ~-&-go whether 
we got past, a ~-dk-go business, xve were 
~-<P-go all the time, (n.) such situation; 
•-~-body, -corpuscle (concerned in sense of 
~); ~'hole, small hole in cannon by which 
it was fired; ~'last, children’s game; ~- 
-needle, needle of gold alloy of known 
composition used as standard in testing 
other alloys on ~stone; ~ of nature, 
natural trait, (pop.) exhibition of feeling 
with which others sympathize (f. mis¬ 
interpretation of Sliakesp. T. <£• C. m. iii. 
175); ~'paper (steeped in nitre, for firing 
gunpowder etc.); stone, fine-grained 
dark schist or jasper used for testing 
alloys of gold etc., (fig.) standard, cri¬ 
terion; ~'wood2 (see also prec.), soft 
substance into which wood is changed 
by some fungi, used as tinder. [ME, f. OF 
touche f. tochier (prec.); partly f. vb] 

tou'cher (tQ-), n. In vbl senses, also: || (si.) 
near ~, close shave, as near as a ~, very 
nearly, almost exactly. [ME; -er1] 

tou'ching (tti-), a. & prep. 1. Affecting, 
pathetic, as a ~ incident, shows the most 
~ confidence in us, whence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. 2. prep. (arch, or literary). 
(Alsoas~)concerning,about. [ME; -ing2] 
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tou'ch|y (tti-), a. Apt to take offence, 
over-sensitive. Hence~Ily2 adv., ~Iness 

n. [perh. alt. f. tetchy] 

tough (tuf), a. & n. 1. Flexible but not 
brittle, hard to break or cut, as a beef¬ 
steak as ~ as leather, requires the ~est steel; 
(of clay etc.) stiff, tenacious; able to 
endure hardship, hardy; unyielding, 
stubborn; difficult, as found it a ~ job; 
(colloq., of luck etc.) hard, severe, un¬ 
pleasant; “ruffianly, turbulent & crimi¬ 
nal. 2. n. “Street ruffian. Hence ~'en6 

v.t. & i., ~'ish1 a., ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n., 
(t,uf-). [OE tbh, OHGzdftf. Gmc *tanhuz; 
cf. OHG zdhi (G zah(e))] 

toupee' (too-), n. Wig or artificial patch 
of hair worn to cover bald spot. [f. F 
toupet dim. of OF toup tuft (as top1)] 

toupet (tbop'a), n. Front of false hair. 
[F, see prec.] 

tour (toor), n., & v.i. & t. 1. Journey 
through a country from place to place; 
the grand ~ (hist.), journey through 
France, Italy, etc., as finishing touch to 
education; rambling excursion, journey, 
walk, as a ~ of observation through the 
town; || (mil.) spell of duty on service, 
time to be spent at a station; ~ de force 
(de), feat of strength or skill. 2. vb. Hake 
~ (through, about, etc.); make a ~ of, 
travel through, (country etc.). Hence 
~'er1 n., ~ing-ca.r. [ME, f. OF tor, tour, 
back form. f. pi. tors (cf. turn), f. L f. Gk 
tornos ] 

tour'aco (toor-), n. (Kinds of) large 
African bird with crimson & green 
plumage & prominent crest. [F, f. 
native name] 

tourbillion (toorbil'yon), n. Kind of fire¬ 
work spinning in air so as to look like 
scroll or spiral column of fire. [f. F 
tourbillon whirlwind] 

tour'ist (toor-), n. Person who makes a 
tour, as place is overrun with ~s; ~ ticket, 
railway etc. ticket issued to ~ on special 
terms, esp. return ticket available for 
extended period. So tour'lSM (toor-) n., 
organized touring, [f. tour + -1ST ] 

tour'malin(e) (toor-), n. Mineral of vari¬ 
ous colours possessing powerful electric 
properties & used as gem; ~ granite 
(containing ~). [F, f. Sinhalese tdramalli] 

tour'nament (toor-, tdr-), n. 1. (hist.). 
Pageant in which two parties of mounted 
& armed men contended with usu. blunted 
weapons. 2. Any contest of skill between 
a number of competitors, as chess, lawn- 
-tennis, ~. [ME, f. OF torneiement 
(torneier tourney, see -ment)] 

tour'nay (toor-), n. Printed worsted 
upholstering-material. [f. Tournay, in 
Belgium ] 

tourncdos (toornedo'), n. Small fillet of 
beef within strip of suet etc. [F ] 

tour'ney (tdr-, toor-), n. (pi. ~s), & v.i. 
(Take part in) tournament (esp. sense 1). 
[ME, f. OF lornei n., (f.) torneier vb, ult. 
f. L lornus, tornare see turn ] 

tourniquet (toornTket), n. Instrument 
for stopping flow of blood through artery 
by compression effected with screw. [F, 
f. tourner TURN ] 

tournure (toornflr'), n. Curve, contour; 
pad etc. worn by women to give rounded 
outline to hips, back drapery of dress. 
[F (as turn, see -ure)] 

tou'sle (-zl), v.t. Pull about, handle 
roughly, make (esp. hair) untidy, [f. 
louse (now dial.) + -le(3) ; ME t(o)use f. OE 
*tusian cogn. w. OHG -zuson (G zav.sen)] 

tous-les-mois (toolamwah'), n. Food 
starch got from tubers of species of canna. 
[F, lit. = every month, prob. corrupt, of 
S.-Amer. toloman] 

tous'y (-z-), a. Rough, shaggy, dishev¬ 
elled. [f. toiise (tousle) +-y 2 ] 

tout (towt), v.i., & n. 1. Solicit custom, 
pester possible customers with applica¬ 
tions (for orders); || spy out movements 
& condition of horses in training. 2. n. 
Instance of, (also ~'er1 n. rare) person 
employed in, ~ing. [ME tute look out 
(OE Hutian) = ME (now dial.) toot (OE 
totixm) f. Gmc *tut-, *tot- project] 

tout court (too koor), adv. (Of name 
etc.) without addition or explanation. 
[F, lit. = quite short] 

tout ensemble (see Ap.), n. See en¬ 

semble. [F] 
tow1 (to), v.t., & n. 1. (Of vessel, horse on 
bank, etc.) pull (boat, barge, etc.) along 
in water by rope or chain; pull (person, 
thing) along behind one; drag (net) over 
surface of water, drag net over (water), 
to collect specimens. 2. n. ~ing, being 
~ed, esp. lake, have, in or on ~, (fig.) 
assume direction of, take possession of, 
(person); ~(ing)-line, -rope (used in ~ing); 
~(ing)-net (for dragging water); ~(ing)- 
-path (along river or canal for use in~ing). 
Hence ~age(3, 4) (to'ij) n. [OE togian, 
OHG zogon, ON toga f. Gmc *tog- cogn. 
w. L ducere; cf. tug] 

tow2 (to), n. Coarse & broken part of 
flax or hemp. Hence ~y2 (to'i) a. [ME, 
f. MLG touw, f. OS tou, rel. to ON to 
uncleansed wool or flax] 

toward1 (to'erd), a. (arch.). Docile, apt. 
Hence ~lyj a., ~ness n., (arch.), [as 
foil.] 

towards, toward2, (tordz, to'erdz, twdfdz, 
towdrdz'), prep, (-s now more usu. in 
prose & colloq.). In the direction of, as 
looks ~ the sea., set out ~ town, I look ~ 
you (in drinking health); as regards, in 
relation to, as felt some animosity ~ 
him, his attitude ~ Home llule; (arch, 
esp. bibl.) to usward, ~ us; for, for the 
purpose of, as saved something ~ his edu¬ 
cation ; near, as ~ noon, ~ the end of our 
journey; (arch., as adv.) feast is toward 
(coming). [OE loweard a. future, OS 
touxird, OHG zuowart (to, -ward, -es)] 

tow'el, n., & v.t. & i. (-11-). 1. Cloth for 
drying oneself after washing; throw in 
the ~ (boxing, & fig.), admit defeat 



tower 1373 
(of. sponge1); roller ~, endless ~ on 
revolving bar; —horse, frame for hanging 
~s on; (old si.) lead ~, bullet, oaken 
cudgel. 2. vb. Wipe (oneself etc.) with ~; 
II (si.) thrash; wipe oneself with ~. Hence 
~1ing1 (1, 3) n. [ME, f. OF toaille f. WG 
*thwahlja f. *lhwahan (= OS, Goth.) to 
wash ] 

tow'er, n., & v.i. 1. Tall usu. equilateral 
. (esp. square) or circular structure, often 
forming part of church or other large 
building; (flg.) place of defence, protector 
(~ of strength, champion, comforter, etc.); 
ivory ~, shelter from the harsh realities of 
life; martello ~; water-~, pipe used to 
secure high head of water at fires, (also)~ 
supporting tank for distribution of water 
at high pressure; || the T~ (of London), 
assemblage of buildings now used as 
repository of objects of public interest, 
orig. a fortress & palace & later used as 
State prison. 2. v.i. Reach high (above 
surroundings, often fig. of eminent 
person, as above his contemporaries), 
(of eagle etc.) soar or be poised aloft, (of 
wounded bird) shoot straight up; (part.) 
high, lofty, (fig.) a ~ing (violent) rage, 
passion. Hence ~Ei>2 (-erd), ~y2, aa. 
[ME & OF tor, tur f. L turris; OE torr 
dir. f. L] 

town, n. 1. (hist.). Collection of houses 
enclosed by wall or hedge. 2. Consider¬ 
able collection of dwellings etc. (larger 
than village; often opp. to country), esp. 
one not created a city. 3. The people of a 
~, as the whole ~ knows of it, is the talk of 
the ~ (talked about by everyone in the 
~). 4. (Without the) London or the chief 
city or ~ in speaker’s neighbourhood, as 
went up to ~ (London) from York, is not 
in~, is out of~. 5. Man about~, fashion¬ 
able idler esp. in London; paint2 the ~ 
red; county ~; ~ <£■ gown. 6. ~ clerk, 
official who makes & keeps ~ records; ~ 
councillor), (member of) governing body 
in municipality; ~ crier ; ~ halt, building 
for transaction of official business of 
often also used for public entertainment 
etc.; ~ house, one’s ~ (as opp. to country) 
residence; ~ major (hist.), chief executive 
officer in a garrison-~ or fortress; ~s- 
folk, inhabitants of a particular ~ or of 
~s; ~s'man, inhabitant of a town, fellow 
citizen; ~s'people, the people of a ~; ~ 
talk, the talk of the ~. Hence ~'less, 
~'ward, aa., ~'let n., ~'waud(s) adv. 
[OE, 08 tun, ON tun, OHG zun (G zaun 
hedge) f. Gmc *tun-, cogn. w. Celt, dun 
camp] 

|| townee', n. (univ. si.). Inhabitant of 
university town who is not a member of 
the university. [-EE] 

town'ship, n. (Hist.) community inhabit¬ 
ing a manor, parish, etc., manor or parish 
as a territorial division, small town or 
village forming part of a large parish, 
or being one of the parishes into which 
a larger one had been divided; (U.S. 

trace 
& Can.) division of county with some 
corporate powers, district six miles 
square; (Austral., New Zealand) small 
town, town-site. [OE tunscipe, see town, 

-ship ] 

tovvy. See tow2. 

toxaem'ia, n. Blood-poisoning. [as 
toxic+Gk haima blood + -IA1] 

tox'Ic, a. Of poison, as ~ symptoms; 
poisonous; ~ anaemia, epilepsy, etc. 
(caused by poison). Hence tox'lCALLY, 
~olo'gicalLY2, adw.. ~ant a. & n., 
~Ol6'gICAL a., toxi'ciTY, ~61'ogisT, 
~OL'OGY, ~OMAN'IA, ~OSTS, tOxiPHOB'IA, 
nn. [f. med. L toxicus f. L f. Gk toxikon 
poison for arrows (toxa pi. arrows, -ic) ] 
tox'in, n. A poison, esp. one secreted by 
a microbe & causing some particular 
disease, [f. toxic + -in ] 

toxoph'il|ite, n. & a. (Student, lover) of 
archery. Hence ~it'ic a., ~y n- If- Ok 
toxon bow + -Phil + -ite 1 ] 

toy, n., & v.i. 1. Plaything esp. for child; 
knick-knack, thing meant rather for 
amusement than for serious use, as the 
spinthariscope is a pretty ~; occupation 
followed in trifling or unpractical manner, 
hobby, as she makes a ~ (amuses herself 
with needless elaboration) of housekeep¬ 
ing. 2. ~-box (for keeping one’s ~s in); 
~ dog, spaniel, terrier, small kinds kept 
as pets or curiosities; ~'shop; ~ soldier 
(of lead etc., or of an army that has no 
fighting to do). 3. v.i. Trifle, amuse 
oneself; ~ with, deal with, handle, in 
trifling or fondling or careless manner, as 
~ed with a plate of strawberries, whence 
~'ingLY2 adv. [16th c.; earlier = dally¬ 
ing, fun, jest, whim, trifle; orig. unkn.] 

Toyn'bee Hall (bawl), n. Institution in 
Whitechapel founded in 1884 by mem¬ 
bers of Oxf. & Camb. Univv. as a settle¬ 

ment in memory of A. Toynbee, social 
reformer (d. 1883). 

trabea'tion, n. Use of beams (not arches 
or vaulting) in construction. So trabf 
eate [-ate2(2)], -ated, aa. [f. L trabs 
beam + -ation ] 

trabec'ul|a, n. (pi. ~ae). (Anat.) support¬ 
ing’ band or bar of connective tissue etc.; 
(bot.) beamlike projection or process. 
Hence ~ar1, ~ate [-ate2(2)], ~ated, aa. 
[L, dim. of trabs beam] 

tracasseries (trahkahsre'), n. pi. Petty 
worries & entanglements & quarrels. 
[F] 

trace1, v.t., & n. 1. Delineate, mark out, 
sketch, write esp. laboriously, as 
(out) a plan of the district, the words 
with a shaking hand, (fig.) the policy 
~d (out) by him was never followed. 
2. (Also ~ over) copy (drawing etc.) by 
following & marking its linos on super¬ 
imposed sheet (esp. of tracing-paper made 
transparent with oil of turpentine etc.) 
through -which they are visible or on 
sheet placed below with carbon paper 
between. 3. Follow the track or path of 
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(person, animal, footsteps, etc., along, 
through, to, etc.). 4. Ascertain position & 
dimensions etc. of (ancient road, wall, 
etc.) by its remains. 5. Observe or find 
vestiges or signs of, as his resentment can 
be clearly ~d in many passages, cannot 
~ (often = do not think I received) any 
letter of that date. 6. ~ back, go back over 
the course of, as have ~d his genealogy 
back to (the time of) William I, the report 
has been '—d back to you. 7. Pursue one’s 
way along (path etc.). Hence ~aBn/iTY 
(-sa-),~'ableNESS,nn.,~'ABLEa.,~'abLT3 
adv., tra'ciNG1 n., reproduction made on 
tracing-paper or tracing-cloth (transparent 
linen sized on one side). 8. n. Track left 
by person or animal walking or running, 
footprints or other visible signs of course 
pursued (usu. pi.). 9. Visible or other 
sign of what has existed or happened, as 
of these buildings no ~ remains, sorrow has 
left its ~s on her face, ~s of Italian in¬ 
fluence abound in his earlier works', 
(loosely) small quantity, as contains ~s 
of soda; ~ elements (occurring, or required 
to be present, esp. in soil, in ~s). Hence 
~'less (-si-) a., ~'lessLY2 adv. [ME; n. 
f. OF trace, vb f. OF trader f. Rom. 
*tractiare ult. f. L trahere trad- draw] 

trace2, n. Each of the two side-straps or 
chains by which horse draws vehicle; 
in the ~s, in harness (lit. & fig.); kick over 
the ~s, (fig., of person) become insub¬ 
ordinate; —-horse (that draws in ~s or 
by single ~, esp. one hitched on to help 
up hill etc.). [ME trays f. OF trais, pi. of 
trait', see trait] 

tra'cer, n. (Mil.) projectile whose course 

is made visible by flame etc. emitted, 

so ~ bullet, shell; artificially produced 

radio-active isotope introduced into 

human body in food or otherwise and 

capable of being followed in its course 

by the radiations it produces, [f. trace ‘, 

-ER1] 
tra'cerly, n. Stone ornamental open-work 

esp. in head of Gothic window; decorative 
pattern or natural outline (c.g. in insect’s 
wing) suggesting this. Hence ~iED2 (-rid) 
a. [f. TRACE 1 + -ERY ] 

trache'a (-kea; or trak'ia), n. (pi. -ae). 
Principal air-passage of body from larynx 
to bronchial tubes; each of the passages 
by which air is conveyed from the exterior 
in insects, arachnids, etc.; (bot.) duct, 
vessel. Hence trach'eAL, trach'eAN, 
trach'eATE2(2), aa., trach'eo- comb, 
form, trach'eocELE, tracheoT'OHY, tra- 
chen'is, mi., (-k-). [mod. L, = LL 
trachia f. Gk trakheia (arteria) ‘ rough 
artery’, f. trakhus rough] 

trachel'o- (-k-), comb, form of Gk trakhelos 
neck. 

trach|om'a (-k-), n. Disease of eye marked 
by granular excrescences on inner sur¬ 
face of lids. Hence ~om,atOTJS a. [17th 
c., f. LL f. Gk trakhoma (trakhus rough, 
see -oma)] 

tractable 

trachy- (-k-), comb, form of Gk trakhus 
rough, as —phon'ia hoarseness, 

trach'yte (-kit), n. Light-coloured vol¬ 
canic rock rough to the touch. Hence 
trachyt'ic (-k-) a. [F, f. Gk trakhutes 
(prec.) + -ITE; cf. barytes] 

track1, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Continuous line, 
series of marks, left by person, animal, 
or thing, in passing along, (pi.) such 
marks, esp. footprints, as watched the 
broad ~ of departing ship, followed his ~ 
through the snow, am on his ~ (in pursuit 
of him, fig. in possession of clue to his 
conduct, designs, etc.), presently came on 
some more of his ~s, keep ~ of (follow the 
course or development of). 2. Course 
taken, as followed in his ~, indicated the 
~ in which we were to go, — of a comet. 
3. Path, esp. one beaten by use, (fig.) 
course of life or routine, as a rough ~ runs 
round the hillside, covered with sheep—s, 
afraid to leave the beaten— (of ordinary life; 
also Jit.). 4. Prepared racing-path, esp. 
cinder-'- (for runners). 5. Continuous line 
of railway, as single, double, —, one pair, 
two pairs, of rails. 6. Wheelband of tank, 
tractor, etc., whence (of vehicle) ~ed2 

(-kt) a. 7. Transverse distance between a 
vehicle’s wheels. 8. In one’s~s (si.), where 
one stands, there & then; makers (si.), go 
or run away, make off; make —s for (si.), 
go in pursuit of, go after; off the —, off the 
scent, (fig.) away from the subject; — 
-clearer, kinds of device attached to loco¬ 
motive, mowing-machine, etc., for cleav¬ 
ing ~ in front or behind. Hence ~'less 
a., '-'lessLY2 adv., ~'lessNESS n. 9. vb. 
Follow the ~ of (animal, person, to lair 
etc.); ~ down, reach, capture, by ~ing; 
trace, make out, (course, development, 
etc.) by vestiges. 10. (Of wheels) so run 
that the hinder is exactly in the first’s ~. 
[vb f. n., ME, f. OF trac, of uncert. 
orig.; cf. MLG & Du. tre(c)k draught etc., 
Du. trecken to draw etc. ] 

track2, v.t. & i. Tow (boat) by rope etc. 
from bank; (v.i.) travel by towing. 
[18th c., app. f. Du. trecken to draw etc.] 

track'age, n. Towing; railway-tracks 
collectively, amount of these, [f. track x> 2 

+ -AGE ] 

track'er, n. In vbl senses of track1-2; 

wooden connecting-rod in organ mecha¬ 

nism. [-ER1] 

tract1, n. Region, passage, of indefinite 
(usu. large) extent, as a — of sand, pathless 
—s; (anat.) area of organ or system, as 
olfactory, optic, respiratory, — ; || (arch.) 
period (of time etc.), [f. L traclus -us, 
vbl n. f. trahere tract- draw] 

tract2, n. Short treatise or discourse or 
pamphlet esp. on religious subject; (R.-G. 
Ch. etc.) a form of anthem; T—s for the 
Times, Oxford T—s, see tractarianism. 

[app. abbr. of L tractatus tractate ; sense 
‘anthem’ f. med. L tractus (prec.)] 

trac't|able, a. (Of persons, rarely of 
materials etc.) easily handled, manage- 
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able, pliant, docile. Hence ~ai)ii/iTY, 
~ableNESs, nn., ~abiy2 adv. [f. L 
tractabilis (tractate handle, frequent, of 
trahere tract- draw, -ble)] 

Tractar'Ian, a. & n. (Adherent, promoter) 
of Tractarianism. [tract 2 + -arian ] 

Tractar'ianlsm, n. (Also Oxford move¬ 
ment) High-Church reaction towards 
primitive Catholicism & against rational¬ 
ism & formalism, voiced by Newman, 
Pusey, Keble, Froude, etc., in 90 tracts 
(Tracts for the Times) published at Oxford 
1833-41. [-ism] 

trac'tate, n. Treatise, [f. L traclatus -its 
(tractate, see tractable)] 

trac'tion, n. Drawing of a body along a 
surface, as electric, steam, ~; line of ~, 
that in which the force of ~ acts, angle 
of ~ (between line of ~ & plane in which 
body is drawn); contraction e.g. of 
muscle, as ~ aneurysm (produced by ~); 
~-engine, movable steam-engine for drag¬ 
ging heavy load on ordinary road, or 
gang of ploughs etc.; —wheel, driving- 
-wheel of locomotive etc. Hence or cogn. 

•—*al (-sho-), trac'tiVE, aa. [F, or f. med. 
b tractio f. L trahere tract-, -ion ] 

trac'tor, n. 1. Traction-engine; station¬ 
ary or locomotive motor engine for 
hauling; self-propelled vehicle for hauling 
other vehicles, farm machines, etc. 2. 
Aeroplane with engine in front (opp. 
pusher), [mod. L, as prec., -or] 

trade, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Business, esp. 
mechanical or mercantile employment 
opp. to profession, carried on as means of 
livelihood or profit; be in ~, be a retailer, 
keep a shop; jack 1 of all ~s; two of a 
~ never agree-, trick of the ~, device for 
attracting custom, gaining advantage of 
rival, etc.; II the ~, (colloq.) the licensed 
victuallers, (naut. si.) submarine branch 
of Navy. 2. Exchange of commodities 
for money or other commodities, com¬ 
merce, as foreign ~, exportation & im¬ 
portation of goods from & to home country 
or exchange of commodities of different 
countries, domestic or home ~ (carried on 
within a country); is good, bad, for ~, 
induces, discourages, buying; carrying-~, 
transportation of goods from one country 
to another by water or air. 3. The persons 
engaged in a ~, as the ~ will never submit 
to it, is unpopular with the book ~. 4. 
Board of T~, || government department 
supervising commerce & industry; bal¬ 

ance1 of ~; free1 ~; fair2 ~. 5. = ~ 

wind (chiefly pi.). 6. T~ Board, statu¬ 
tory body for the settlement of disputes, 
wage claims, etc., in certain industries; ~ 
cycle, recurring succession of ~ condi¬ 
tions alternating between prosperity & 
depression; ~ hull (for meetings of traders 
etc.); ~ mark, device or word or words 
legally registered (or, formerly, estab¬ 
lished by use) as distinguishing a manu¬ 
facturer’s or trader’s goods; ~ name, that 
by which a thing is called in the ~, 

(also) name given by manufacturer to 
proprietary article; ~ price (charged by 
manufacturer etc. to dealer for goods 
that are to be sold again); ~ show, private 
exhibition of new film to renters & critics; 
~s'man, person engaged in ~, esp. shop¬ 
keeper ;~s'people,~smen & their families; 
~ union, organized association of work¬ 
men of a ~ formed for protection & pro¬ 
motion of common interests, ~-un'ixmism, 
this system of association, —un'ionist, 
advocate of this, member of ~ union; ~ 
wind, wind blowing continually towards 
thermal equator within parallels 30° N. 
& 30° S. in Atlantic & Pacific & deflected 
westwardly by rotation of earth, (pi.) the 
~ wind & the (30°-60°) anti-trade. 7. vb. 
Buy & sell, engage in ~ (in commodity, 
with person); have a transaction (with 
person for thing); carry merchandise (to 
place); exchange in commerce, barter, 
(goods); make a ~ of one’s political 
influence, make corrupt bargains in 
politics, (esp. in part.). 8. ~ on, take (esp. 
unscrupulous) advantage of (person’s 
good-nature, one’s knowledge of a secret, 
etc.). [ME, f. MLG trade track, f. OS 
trada f. tredan tread ] 

trad'er, n. Person engaged, vessel regu¬ 
larly employed, in trade. [-ER1] 

tradi'tion, n. 1. Opinion or belief or 
custom handed down, handing down of 
these, from ancestors to posterity. 2. 
(theol.). Doctrine etc. supposed to have 
divine authority but not committed to 
writing, esp. (1) laws held by Pharisees to 
have been delivered by God to Moses, (2) 
oral teaching of Christ not recorded in 
writing by immediate disciples, (3) words 
& deeds of Mohammed not in Koran. 
3. Artistic or literary prineiple(s) based 
on accumulated experience or continuous 
usage, as stage ~, the ~s of the Dutch 
School. 4. (law). Formal delivery. Hence 
or cogn. ~al, ~AR\rl, aa., ~alLY2 adv., 
(-sho-). [ME, f. OF tradicion or L tradi- 
tio f. tra(dere dit- — dare, give), -ion ] 

tradi'tionlalism (-sho-), n. (Excessive) 
respect for tradition esp. in religion; 
philosophical system referring all religious 
knowledge to divine revelation & tradi¬ 
tion. So ~(al)iST nn., ~alis'tic a. [-ism] 

trad'itor, n. (pi. ~s, ~es pr. -or'ez). Early 
Christian who to save his life surrendered 
copies of Scripture or Church property 
to persecutors. [L (tradere, see tradition, 

-or)] 
traduce', v.t. Calumniate, misrepresent. 
Hence tradu'cER1, ~ment (-sm-), nn., 
tradu'ciBLE a. [f. L tra(ducere duct- 
lead) disgrace ] 

tradfl'cianl(ist), nn. One who believes 
that soul as well as body is propagated 
(cf. creationism, 1st sense). So ~ISM n. 
[f. LL traducianus f. L tradux -ucis vine- 
-shoot trained for propagation (as prec.), 
see -an] 

traff'ic, v.i. & t. (-ck-), & n. 1. Trade (in 
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commodity lit. & fig.), carry on com¬ 
merce ; barter (esp. fig.). Hence ~kiiR1 n. 
2. n. Trade (in commodity lit. & fig.), 
as the ~ in raw hides, unscrupulous ~ 
in lucrative appointments', transportation 
of goods, coming & going of persons or 
goods by road, rail, steamship route, etc., 
number or amount of persons or goods 
conveyed, as there is little ~ on these roads, 
the ~-returns (periodical statements of ~) 
on all railways show marked decrease, 
apply to the superintendent of ~ (on rail¬ 
way); circle, roundabout; ~ lights, 
series of coloured lights working auto¬ 
matically and regulating ~ usu. at cross- 
-roads. Hence ~ator n., movable direc¬ 
tion-indicator on motor vehicle, ~less a. 
[16th c.; n. f. F lraf(f)ic f. It. traffico', vb 
f. F -iquer f. It. -icare; ult. orig. obsc. ] 

trag'acanth, n. White or reddish gum 
from certain herbs, used in pharmacy, 
calico-printing, etc. [f. F tragacante or 
L f. Gk tragakantha, name of shrub 
(tragos goat + akantha thorn) ] 

traged'ijan, n. Writer of tragedies; (w. 
fern. ~6nne') actor in tragedy. [ME 
(TRAGEDY, -AN)] 

tra'gedy, n. 1. Drama in prose or verse 
of elevated theme & diction & until 
unhappy ending (~ queen, tragic actress); 
(T~) ~ personified. 2. Sad event, cala¬ 
mity, serious accident or crime. [ME, f. 
OF tragedie. f. L f. Gk tragoidia app. goat- 
-song (tragos goat, oicle song] 

tra'gicl(al), aa. 1. (-ie). Of, in the style 
of, tragedy, as ~ drama, the ~ stage, in a 
~ voice, ~ actor-, ~ irony, used in Gk 
tragedy of words having an inner esp. 
prophetic meaning for audience unsus¬ 
pected by speaker. 2. Sad, calamitous, 
distressing, as a ~(al) tale, event, scene. 
Hence ~alLY2 adv., ~alxESS n. [f. F 
-ique f. L f. Gk tragikos (tragos see prec., 
-IC, -AL)] 

tragicomedy, n. Drama of mixed tragic 
& comic elements. So~ic a.,~iCALLY adv. 
[f. F (-edie) f. LL tragicomoedia (L tragico- 
-comoedia) as prec., see comedy] 

trag'opan, n. Horned pheasant. [L f. 
Gk, reputed bird in Ethiopia (tragos goat. 
Pan, Gk god)] 

trail, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Part drawn behind 
or in the wake of a thing, long (real or 
apparent) appendage, as engine left a ~ 
of smoke behind it, the ~ of a meteor; lower 
end of gun-carriage; track left by thing 
that has moved or been drawn over 
surface, as slimy ~ of a slug; track, scent 
followed in hunting, as got on, off, the ~; 
beaten path esp. through wild region; 
at the ~ (mil.), with arms ~ed (see vb); 
~-nef, drag-net. 2. vb. Draw along 
behind one esp. on the ground, a,s was 
~ing a toy cart, ~ed her dress through 
the mud, ~ing clouds of glory; follow the 
~ of, pursue; (mil.) ~ arms, let rifles hang 
balanced in one hand (right, left, ~) 
parallel to ground; tread down (grass 

etc.) so as to make path: be drawn along 
behind, as skirt ~s on the ground', drag 
(one’s limbs) along, walk wearily, lag, 
straggle; hang loosely; (of plant) grow 
to some length over ground, wall, etc.; 
—ing edge, rear edge of aircraft’s wing; 
■~ing wheel, either hind wheel of carriage. 
[ME trail(l)e, f. OF trailler to tow, or 
MLG, MDu. treilen haul, f. Rom. *tragu- 
lare f. L tragula drag-net, sledge ] 

trail'er, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
trailing plant; set of short extracts from 
a film exhibited to advertise it in ad¬ 
vance ; wheeled vehicle drawn by another. 
[-ER1 ] 

train, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Bring (person, 
child, animal) to desired state or standard 
of efficiency etc. by instruction & practice, 
as ~ up a child in the way he should go, 
was ~ed for the ministry, a ~ed nurse, 
soldier, ~ed faculties, did not escape his 
~ed eye. 2. Teach & accustom (person, 
animal, to do, to action), as dog is ~ed 
to jump through hoerp, ~ed to all outdoor 
exercises, to obey or obedience. 3. Bring 
(horse, athlete, oneself), come, to physical 
efficiency by exercise & diet, as is ~ing 
for the boat-race, ~s horses, is only half- 
-~ed, is over, under, ~ down (to lower 
weight), ~ fine (into exact condition 
required; t. & i.), always ~s on vegetarian 
diet', cause (plant) to grow in required 
shape (often up, over, wall etc.). 4. Point, 
aim, (gun etc. upon object etc.). 5. (arch.). 
II Entice, lure, (away, from post etc.). 
6. (now rare). || Draw along (esp. heavy 
thing). 7. (colloq.). Go by ~, perform 
(journey) thus, as shall ~ from York to 
Leeds, ~ the rest of the v:ay, we ~ed it all 
the way. 8. ~ off, (of shot)go off obliquely. 
Hence ~'able a., -~ee' n. 9. n. Thing 
drawn along behind or forming hinder 
part, esp. elongated part of woman’s skirt 
trailing on ground or of official robe, long 
or conspicuous tail of bird. 10. Body of 
followers, retinue, as formed part of his ~, 
a ~ of admirers. 11. Succession or series 
of persons or things, as long ~ of sight¬ 
seers, of camels, by an unlucky ~ of events, 
suggested a whole ~ of ideas, painful ~ of 
thought, in the ~ of (as a sequel of; war 
with pestilence in its ~). 12. Series of 
railway carriages drawn by same en- 
gine(s), as missed my ~, put on a specicd 
~, express1, fast, slmv, up, down3, 
THROUGH, CORRIDOR, PARLIAMENTARY, ~ ; 

train de luxe (see Ap.). 13. Line of com¬ 
bustible material to lead fire to mine 
etc. 14. (arch.). Ordered arrangement, 
condition, as maiters were in a fine ~. 
15. Series of connected wheels or parts 
in machinery. 16. (hist.), each 
division of London citizen soldiery esp. 
in Stuart period; bearer, person em¬ 
ployed to hold up ~ of robe; ^-ferry, 
vessel that conveys a ~ across a piece 
of water; —mile, mile run by a as 
unit of work in railway accounts. Hence 
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~'less a. [ME, f. OF trainer, trahiner, 
f. Rom. *traginare, ult. f. L trahere 
draw; n. repr. OF traine, train, f. 
tra iner ] 

train'er, n. In vbl senses, esp. one who 
trains horses, athletes, etc., for races etc. 
[-ER1 ] 

train'ing, n. In vbl senses; be in (process 
of) ~, go into ~, (for race etc.); ~-bit, gag- 
-bit for vicious horse; college, -school, 
(for training teachers); '—-ship (on which 
boys are taught seamanship etc.). [-ing 1 ] 

train-oil, n. Oil got from blubber of 
whale (esp. of the right whale), [c. 1500 
(now obs.) trane, f. syn. (M)LG Iran, 
MDu. traen, app. = the wd meaning 
‘ tear ’, * drop ’, = OS trahni (pi.), OHG 
trahan (G trane)] 

traipse. Var. of trapes. 

trait (||-a, *-at), n. Distinguishing feature 
in character, physiognomy, habit, or 
portrayal; stroke, touch {of Inunour etc.). 
[F, f. L tractus (as tract1)] 

trait'or, n. One who violates his alle¬ 
giance or acts disloyally {to country, king, 
cause, religion, principles, himself, etc.). 
Hence or cogn. ~ous a., ~ously2 adv., 
~ousness, trait'rEss1, nn. [ME, f. OF, 
f. L traditorem {traders, see tradition & 
-OR)] 

trajec'tory {or traj'e-), n. Path described 
by projectile moving under given forces; 
(geom.) curve or surface cutting system of 
curves or surfaces at constant angle, [f. 
med. L trajectorius f. L tra{jic<tre jcct- = 
jacire throw), see -ory] 

tram1, n., & v.i. & t. (-mm-). 1. || (Also 
—car) passenger car running on rails laid 
in public road; such rail; || (also —'way, 
— -line) liue consisting of such rails; four- 
-wheeled car used in coal-mines; II — -lines 
(collori.), either pair of long parallel lines 
bounding a lawn-tennis court, the inner 
of each pair being the single-court 
boundary; — -road (hist.), road with 
wooden, stone, or metal wheel-tracks. 
2. vb. Convey in ~, perform (journey) in 
~; go in ~. [app. same wd as LG traam 
balk, beam, barrowshaft, MDu., MLG, 
EFris. traine] 

tram2, n. Kind of double silk thread used 
for some velvets & silks, [f. F trame f. L 
trama weft] 

tramm'el, n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. Kinds of net 
for fish, esp. (also —net) triple drag-net; 
shackle, esp. one used in teaching horse 
to amble; hook in fireplace for kettles 
etc.; instrument for drawing ellipses etc.; 
beam-compass; (usu. pi.) impediment(s) 
to free movement or action (chiefly fig.), 
as —s of etiquette, official routine. 2. v.t. 
Confine, hamper, with ~s (usu. fig.); 
(p.p., of horse) with white marks on fore 
& hind foet of same or (cross—led) different 
sides, [in sense ‘ net ’ ME, f. OF tramail 
f. L Hremaculum usu. expl. as f. tri- 
triple + macula, mail1 ; other senses obsc. ] 

tramonta'na (-ah-, -ah-), n. (In Mediter¬ 

ranean) north wind; cold blighting wind 
in the Archipelago. [It., see foil.] 

tramdn'tane, a. & n. 1. (Situated, living) 
on other side of the Alps; (fig., from It. 
point of view) foreign, barbarous. 2. n. 
~ person, also = prec. [f. It. tramontano 
f. L trans(montanus f. mans -ntis moun¬ 
tain) beyond the mountains] 

tramp, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Walk heavily, 
as heard him — ing about overhead; walk, 
go on foot, perform (journey), traverse 
(country), on foot (usu. w. implication of 
reluctance, weariness, etc.), as have —ed 
up dt down all day looking for you, decline 
to — ten miles in this heat, have —ed the 
whole country in my time, missed the train 
<& had to — it. 2. Be a 3. n. Sound of 
person(s) walking or marching or of horse’s 
steps. 4. Journey on foot, walk. 5. Iron 
plate protecting sole of boot from wear & 
tear of spade in digging. 6. Person who 
~s the roads in search of work or as 
vagrant, this mode of life (esp. on the —). 
7. Freight-vessel running on no regular 
line. 8. — -pick, lever for turning up hard 
soil. [ME trampe f. Gmc "tramp-, * tramp-, 
whence MLG trampen, Goth, ana-trimpan ] 

tram'pl|e, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Tread under 
foot, crush thus, as ~cd to death by ele¬ 
phants', —e on, tread heavily on, (fig.) 
treat roughly or until contempt, show no 
consideration for, (person, feelings, etc.). 
2. n. Sound, act, of~ing. Hence ~er1 n. 
[ME, f. prec. +-le(3) ; cf. LG, MHG 
trampeln ] 

tram'polin(e), n. Elastic contrivance 
resembling spring-mattress used by acro¬ 
bats etc. [It. trampolino spring-board] 

trance (-ah-), n., & v.t. 1. State suggesting 
that the soul has passed out of the body; 
ecstasy, rapture, extreme exaltation; 
(path.) state of insensibility to external 
surroundings with partial suspension of 
vital functions, catalepsy, also, hypnotic 
state. 2.v.t.(poet.). = entrance2. [ME; 
(vb f. n.) f. OF transe f. transir fall into 
trance f. L trans(ire go) over] 

tran'quil, a. Calm, serene, unruffled, not 
agitated, as preserved a — mind, — scene, 
— surface of pond. Hence or cogn. ~1'ity, 

~Hza'tion n., ~1ize(3) v.t., ^Hzer1 n., 
(also) sedative drug, ~lizingLY2, ~ly2, 
advv. [f. F -ille, or L tranquillus] 

trans-, pref., the L prep. & pref. trans 
(in L wds usu. reduced to tran- before s, 
occas. to tra- before other consonants), 
across, beyond, on or to the other side, 
through, into a different state or place. 
Occurs in wds f. L, or in those formed 
on L elements, or on E or other wds of 
non-L origin; ~/er, ~late (lation), — 
marine,~ocidar, transcribe, transcript{ion), 
~uterine; ~border, ~fashion, ~ship; in 
many geog. adjj., as African, ~<i<- 
lantic, —‘-Siberian; esp. in sense beyond, 
surpassing, transcending, as ~human, ~- 
-matcrial. 

trans|act' (-z-), v.t. & i. Perform, carry 
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through, (business); carry on business 
(with person). So ~ac't0R (-z-) n. [f. L 
TRANS(i0ere act- = agere act)] 

transaction (-z-), n. Management of 
business, as left the ~ of the matter to him; 
piece of esp. commercial business done, 
as the ~s of a firm, the ~ will not hear 
looking into, mixed up in shady ~s; (pi.) 
reports of discussions, papers read etc., 
at meetings of some learned societies, as 
Philosophical T~s (esp. of Royal Society); 
(law) adjustment of dispute by mutual 
concessions, any act affecting legal rights. 
[ME, f. LL transactio (as prec., see -ion)] 

transalpine (-z-), a. & n. (Person living) 
beyond the Alps (usu. from Ital. point 
of view), [f. L trans(alpinus alpine) ] 

transatlantic (-z-), a. Beyond the 
Atlantic, American; crossing the Atlantic, 
as ~ flight, line, steamer, [trans-] 

'transceiver (-nsev-), n. Combined 
radio transmitter & receiver, [f. trans- 
(mitter) +(re)ceiver] 

transcend', v.t. & i. Be beyond the 
range or domain or grasp of (human 
experience, reason, description, belief, 
etc.); (t. & i.) excel, surpass. [ME, f. OF 
iranscendre or L tran(scendere = scandere 
climb) ] 

transcen'd|ent, a. & n. 1. Excelling, sur¬ 
passing, as ~ent merit, genius. 2. (scholas¬ 
tic philos.). Higher than, not included 
under any of, the ten categories. 3. (Kan¬ 
tian pliilos.). Not realizable in experience. 
4. (Esp. of God) existing apart from, not 
subject to limitations of, the material 
universe, cf. immanent. 5. n. (philos.). 
~ent thing. Hence or cogn. ~ence, 

~ency, nn., ~entLY2 adv. [as prec., see 
-ANT, -ENT] 

transcenden'tal, a. & n. 1. = prec. 
(second sense). 2. (Kantian philos.). Of 
a priori character, presupposed in Sc 
necessary to experience, as ~ cognition, a 
priori knowledge, ~ object, real (unknown 
& unknowable) object, ~ unity (brought 
about by cognition). 3. Explaining 
matter & objective things as products of 
the subjective mind (esp. in Schelling’s 
philosophy). 4. (pop.). Abstruse, vague, 
obscure, visionary. 5. (math.). (Of 
functions) not capable of being produced 
by the algebraical operations of addition, 
multiplication, & involution, or the 
inverse operations; ~ curve (represented 
by ~ function). 6. n. ~ term, conception, 
etc. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. med. L tran- 
scendentalis (prec., -al)] 

transcenden'tal|ism, n. Transcendental 
philosophy, esp. that of Sehelling & his 
followers e.g. Emerson. So~iSTn.,~lZE(3) 
v.t. [-ism] 

transcontinental (-z-), a. Extending 
across a continent, as ~ railway, [trans- ] 

transcribe', v.t. Copy out in writing; 
(radio) record for subsequent reproduc¬ 
tion, broadcast by transcription (recorded 
programme). Hence or cogn. ~ib,ER1, 

~Ip tiON, nn., ~ip tionAL, ~ip trvE, aa. 
[f. L tran(scribere script- write)] 

tran'script, n. Written or recorded copy, 
[as prec. ] 

transcu'rrent, a. (nat. hist.). Set or run¬ 

ning crosswise, [f. L TRANS(citrrere run), 

-ENT] 

transec'tion, n. Cross-section, [trans-] 
tran'sept, n. Transverse part of cruci¬ 
form church, either arm (north, south, ~) 
of this. Hence transep'tAL a. [16th c., 
f. med. or mod. (Anglo-) L transseptam f. 
TRANS- + SEPTUM] 

transfer'1, v.t. (-rr-). Convey, remove, 
hand over, (thing etc. from person or 
place to another); make over possession 
of (property, ticket etc. conferring rights, 
to person); convey (drawing etc.) from 
one surface to another esp. to litho¬ 
graphic stone by means of transfer- 
-paper; remove (picture) from one surface 
to another esp. from wood or wall to 
canvas. Hence transferaniL'iTY, trans- 

ferEE', trans'ferENCE, trans'feroR, 

~r,ER1, nn., trans'ferABLE a. (the ~able 
vote, electoral method for securing that 
elected candidate shall represent a 
majority, each voter signifying on his 
ballot-paper to which candidate his vote 
shall be ~red if no candidate has an 
absolute majority of first preferences), 
transferen'tiAL (-shal) a. [ME, f. OF 
transferer or L TRANS(/erre lot- bear)] 

trans'fers, n. 1. Transferring; conveyance 
of property or right, document effecting 
this; design etc. (to be) conveyed from 
one surface to another; small toy coloured 
picture or design transferable from paper 
on which it is sold to other surface; 
II soldier exchanged from one regiment 
etc. to another. 2. ~-book, register of ~s 
of property, shares, etc.; || ~-days at 
Bank of England, days for ~ of consols 
etc. free of charge (all but Sat. & Sun.); 
~-ink (for making designs on lithographic 
stone or ~-paper); ~-paper (specially 
coated to receive impression of —ink & 
transfer it to stone), [f. prec. ] 

transfigura'tion, n. Change of form or 
appearance, esp. that of Christ (Matt. 
xvii. 1-9); (T~) festival of Christ’s ~, 
Aug. 6. [ME, f. OF, or L transfiguralio (as 
foil., see -ation)] 

transfig'ure (-ger), v.t. Change in form 
or aspect esp. so as to elevate or idealize. 
[ME, f. L VKkss(figurare figure) or OF 
transfigurer] 

transfix', v.t. Pierce with lance etc.; (of 
horror etc.) root (person) to the spot, 
paralyse faculties of. [f. h trans(figere 
fix- fix)] 

transfi'xion (-kshon), n. Piercing 
through; (surg.) amputation by piercing 
transversely & cutting outwards, [-ion] 

transform', v.t. Make (esp. considerable) 
change in the form, outward appearance, 
character, disposition, etc., of, as cater¬ 
pillar is ~cd into butterfly, 10 years in 
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India have him (in character or 
physique), a beard may ~ a man beyond 
recognition. Hence ~able, ~atlVK, aa. 
[ME, f. OF, or L TRANS(/omcire form2)] 

transformation, n. Transforming, being 
transformed, as has undergone a great >— ; 
metamorphosis esp. of insects; change 
from solid to liquid or from liquid to 
gaseous state or vice versa; (math.) 
change from one figure or expression to 
another equal in quantity; change in 
blood during passage through capillaries 
of vascular system; morbid change of 
tissue into form proper to some different 
part; (shop) woman’s artificial head of 
hair; —scene, elaborate spectacular scene 
in which chief pantomime characters are 
supposed to change into chief actors of 
the harlequinade that follows. [ME, f. 
OF, or LL transformatio (as prec., see 
-ATION) ] 

transfdl-m'er, n. In vbl senses, esp. 
apparatus for reducing or increasing the 
voltage of an alternating current, [-er1] 

transfdrm'|ism, n. Fact, doctrine, of the 
development of one species from another; 
theory of development of complex ani¬ 
mals from free organisms united into a 
colony & changed into organs of a com¬ 
plex whole. So ~ist n. [F (-isme), as 
TRANSFORM, -ISM] 

trans|fuse' (-z), v.t. Cause (fluid, fig. 
quality etc.) to pass from one vessel etc. 
to another; (med.) transfer (blood) from 
veins of person or animal to those of 
another person, inject (liquid) into blood- 
-vessel to replace lost fluid. Hence or 
cogn. ~fu'siON (-zhn) n., ~fus'rvE a. 
[ME, f. L teans(fundere fus- pour)] 

transgress' (-z-, -s-), v.t. Violate, in¬ 
fringe, (commandment, law; often abs.). 
So transgre'ssiON (-shn), ~or, nn. [app. 
f. F transgresser f. L TRANS(fircdi gress- 
= gradi walk) ] 

tranship. See trans-ship. 

transhum'ance, n. Seasonal moving of 
live-stock to another region. [F, (trans-, 

L humus ground, -ance)] 

transient (-z-), a. Not permanent, as 
the ~ affairs of this life; of short duration, 
momentary, hasty, as a ~ gleam of hope, 
snatched a ~ glance', (mus.) ~ chord, note 
(unessential, serving only to connect). 
Hence trans'iENCE, -ency, nn., ~ly* 

adv., (-z-). [f. L TRANSCire go), see -ent] 

transil'ient, a. Extending across from 
one point of support to another, [f. L 
TUAN(silire = satire leap), see -ent] 

transillumma'tion (-z-), n. (med.). 
Throwing of strong light through organ 
etc. for purpose of diagnosis, [trans-] 

|| tr&nslr'e (-z-), n. Custom-house permit 
for removal of goods. [L TRANS(ire go) go 
across] 

transis'tor (-z-), n. Non-vacuum elec¬ 
tronic device performing functions usu. 
performed by the thermionic valve; ~ 
radio, [transfer, re)sistor] 

trans'it (-z-), n„ & v.t. I. Going, con¬ 
veying, being conveyed, across or over or 
through, as allmved 2 days for the ~ of 
the lake, improved methods of ~ by rail, 
goods delayed in ~, loses quality in (the) 
~ ; passage, route, as the overland ~ ; = ,— 
-circle, -compass, -instrument', apparent 
passage of heavenly body across meridian 
of place; passage of heavenly body (esp. 
of Venus as determining solar parallax, 
or of Mercury) across sun’s disc etc. 
2. -—circle, -instrument, instruments for 
observing ~ of heavenly body across 
meridian; —compass, surveyor’s instru¬ 
ment for measuring horizontal angle; 
—duty (paid on goods passing through a 
country). 3. v.t. Cross the disc of (sun 
etc.)._ [ME, f. L transitust. TRANS(treif-go)] 

transition (-z-), n. Passage, change, 
from one place or state or act or set of 
circumstances to another, as came by an 
abrupt ~ into hilly country, made a hurried 
~ to indifferent topics, is subject to frequent 
~s from high spirits to depression-, (mus.) 
modulation of momentary character; 
(art) change from one style to another, 
esp. (arcliit.) from Norman to Early- 
-English, as (attrib.) ~ stage, period-, ~ 
tumour (tending, on recurrence after 
removal, to become malignant). Hence 
~al, ~ary1, aa., ~alLY2 adv., (-zlsho-). 
[f. F, or L TRANSITlO (-ION)] 

trans'itive, a. & n. (gram.). (Verb) taking 
a direct object expressed or understood 
(e.g. pick in: pick peas, pick till you are 
tired-, opp. to intransitive as in picked at 
the hole to make it bigger). Hence ~ly2 
adv., ~ness n. [f. LL transitivus (as 
TRANSIT, see -1YE)] 

trans'itorly, a. Not permanent, lasting 
only a short time; ~y action (law), one 
that can be brought in any country 
irrespective of where the transaction etc. 
occurred. Hence ~ily2 adv., ~Iness n. 
[ME, f. AF transitorie, OF transitoire f. L 
transitorius (transit, -ory) ] 

translate' (-s-, -z-), v.t. 1. Express the 
sense of (word, sentence, hook) in or into 
another language, as has ~ed Homer (into 
English, from the Greek), his own novels 
into French: (fig.) kindly (say what you 
mean in plain words); (quasi-pass., of 
language, style, etc.) lend itself well etc. to 
translation. 2. Convey, introduce, (idea, 
principle) from one art etc. into another. 
3. Infer or declare the significance of, 
interpret, (signs, movements, conduct, 
hint, etc.), as this I ~ed as a protest, ~ed 
his gestures to the bystanders. 4. Remove 
(bishop) to another see; (bibl.) convey to 
heaven without death; (arch.) transform; 
(teleg.) retransmit (message); (mech.) 
cause (body) to move so that all its parts 
follow same direction, impart motion 
without rotation to. Hence or cogn. 
~'able, transla'tionAL (mech.), aa., 
transla'tiON, ~'or, nn. [ME, f. L trans¬ 
late, p.p. of transfer1, see -ate2’3] 
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translit'er |ate (-z-), v.t. Represent (word, 
or abs.) in the more or less corresponding 
characters of a different language. Hence 
~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. trans- + L littera 
letter + -ate 3 ] 

translu'c|ent (-zlbo-), a. Transmitting 
light but not transparent; (loosely) trans¬ 
parent. Hence ~ence, ~ency, nn., ~id 1 
(rare) a. [f. L TRANS(lweere shine), -ent] 

transmarine' (-z-, -en), a. Situated 
beyond the sea. [f. L TRANS(m<wirows 
MARINE) 1 

trans'migr|ate (or -ig£), v.i. (Of soul) 
pass into, become incarnate in, a different 
body; migrate. So ~ant a. & n. (esp., 
alien passing through one country on 
way to another), ~atOR n., transmig- 
ratORY a. [f. L trans (migrate migrate)] 

transmigration, n. = metempsychosis, 
whence ~ism(3) n.; migration. [ME, f. 
LL transmigratio (as prec., see -ation)] 

trans|mit' (-z-), v.t. (-tt-). Pass on, hand 
on, transfer, communicate, as will ~mit 
the parcel, shall ~mit daily dispatches, will 
~mil the title, the disease, the faculty, to 
his descendants, his writings have emitted 
the principle to posterity, suffer to pass 
through, be a medium for, serve to com¬ 
municate, (heat, light, sound, electricity, 
emotion, news). Hence or cogn. ~missi- 
niL'iTY, ~mi'ssioN (-zmlshn), ~mitt'AL, 
~mitt,ER1(l, 2), nn., ~miss'iBLE, — 
miss'rvE,~mitt'ABLE, aa. [ME, f. L trans 
(mittere miss- send) ] 

transmog'ri|fy (-z-), v.t. (joe.). Trans¬ 
form esp. in magical or surprising 
manner. Hence ~fica'tion n. [17th c., of 
unkn. orig.] 

transmutation (-z-), n. Transmuting; 
change into another form, nature, or 
substance; (alch.) change of baser 
metals into gold etc.; (geom.) change of 
figure or body into another of same area 
or content; (biol.) change of one species 
into another, whence ~ist(2) n.; ~ glaze, 
iridescent porcelain glaze. [ME, f. OF, or 
f. L transmvtatio (as foil., see -ation)] 

transmutle' (-z-), v.t. Change the form, 
nature, or substance, of. Hence or cogn. 
~aBIL'lTY, ~'ER\ nn., ~'ABLE, ~'atIVE, 
aa., ~'abLY2 adv. [ME, f. L TRANS(mutare 
change) ] 

transnorm'al (-z-), a. Beyond, exceed¬ 
ing, what is normal, [trans-] 

transoceanic (-zosh-), a. Situated be¬ 
yond the ocean; crossing, concerned with 
crossing, the ocean, as ~ flight of birds. 
[trans- ] 

tran'som, n. |] Horizontal (cf. mullion) 
bar of wood or stone across window or 
top of door; ~ window (divided by ~ or 
placed above ~ of door); each of several 
beams fixed across stern-post of ship; 
beam across saw-pit; strengthening 
cross-bar. Hence ~ed3 (-md) a. [ME 
(13th-15th c.) traversayn, transyn, -ing, 
app. f. OF traversin iu same sense, f. 
traverse traverse] 

trans'padane, a. Situated beyond (usu. 
= north of) the Po. [f. L TRAXS(padanus 
f. Padus Po, see -an)] 

transparency (or -a_'r-), n. Being trans¬ 
parent, so transpar'ENCE (or -a'r-) n.; 
picture, inscription, etc., painted on 
canvas or muslin & shown up by light 
behind, wooden framework supporting 
such picture; (photog.) positive picture 
on glass hung in window as ornament or 
used as lantern slide; porcelain relief 
whose parts vary in thickness & ~; his 
etc. T~ (burlesque title = G Durchlaucht, 
cf. serenity), [f. med. L transparentia (as 
foil., see -ency)] 

transparent (or -a'r-), a. Transmitting 
rays of light without diffusion so that 
bodies behind can be distinctly seen (cf. 
translucent); (fig., of disguise, pretext, 
etc.) easily seen through, (of motive, 
quality, etc.) easily seen through at¬ 
tempted disguise; bright, clear, (fig.) free 
from affectation or disguise, frank; ~ 
colours, (in painting) such as when laid 
lightly on do not hide underlying colours 
& forms, (in stained glass) appearing only 
by transmission of light. Hence ~ly2 
adv., '—'NESS n. [ME, f. OF, f. med. L 
transparens (trans-, parere appear, -ent)] 

transpierce', v.t. Pierce through, [f. 
F TRANS(percer pierce) ] 

transpir|e', v.t. & i. 1. Emit through 
excretory organs of skin or lungs, send off 
in vapour; be emitted thus, pass off as 
in insensible perspiration. 2. (Of gas or 
liquid) move through capillary tube under 
pressure; (bot., of plant or leaf) exhale 
watery vapour. 3. (fig.). (Of secret etc.) 
ooze out, come to be known; (vulg.) 
happen. Hence or cogn. ~'able, ~'atORY, 
aa., transpirA'TlON n. [f. mod. L tran- 
(spirare breathe), or F transpirer] 

transplant' (-lab-), v.t. Plant in another 
place; remove & establish, esp. cause to 
live, in another place; (surg.) transfer 
(living tissue) & implant in another part of 
body or in another person’s body. Hence 
or cogn. ~able (-lah-) a., transplant- 
A'TION n. [ME, f. LL trans(planlare 
plant)] 

transpla'nter (-lab-), n. In vbl senses, 
esp.: hand-tool for lifting plants, machine 
for removing trees, with ball of earth 
about roots, [-er1] 

II transpon'tine, a. Of the part of London 
on Surrey side of Thames; cheaply melo¬ 
dramatic, like the plays formerly popular 
in ~ theatres, [f. trans- + L pons -ntis 
bridge + -ine 1 ] 

transport'1, v.t. 1. Convey (person, 
goods, troops, baggage, etc.) from one 
place to another, whence ~er1 n. 2. 
(hist.). Convey (criminal) to penal colony. 
3. Carry away by strong emotion (chiefly 
in pass., as ~ed with joy, anger, fear), 
whence ~ingLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF trans¬ 
porter, or L trans(portare carry)] 

trans'port2, n. 1. Conveyance, trans- 
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portation, from place to place, carriage; 
means of as motor ~. 2. Vessel em¬ 
ployed to carry soldiers, stores, etc., to 
destination. 3. (hist.). Transported con¬ 
vict. 4. Vehement emotion, as in a ~ of 
rage, was in ~s (usu. of joy), [f. prec. ] 

transport'{able, a. That may be trans¬ 
ported, whence ~aBii/iTY n.; (of offender 
or offence) punishable by transportation 
(llist.). [-AliLE J 

transportation, n. Conveying, being 
conveyed, from place to place; removal 
to penal colony (hist.), [-ation] 

transpds|e' (-z), v.t. Cause (two or more 
things) to change places; (alg.) transfer 
(term) with changed sign to other side 
of equation; change the natural or the 
existing order or position of (words, a 
word) in sentence; (mus.) write, play, in 
different key, as ~ed from G to B; ~ing 
instrument (producing notes different in 
pitch from the written notes), ~ing piano 
(on which transposition may be effected 
mechanically). Hence ~'al, ~'er nn., 
(-z-). [ME, f. OF TKANS(poser, see com¬ 

pose)] 

transposition (-zi-), n. Transposing, 
being transposed. Hence or cogn. ~al, 
transpos'itiVE, aa., (-zi-). [F, or f. LL 
transpositio f. TRANS(ponere posit- place), 
see -ion ; assoc, w. prec. ] 

trans-ship' (-nsh-), v.t. (-pp-). Transfer 
from one ship or conveyance to another. 
Hence ~ment n. [trans- ] 

transubstantiate (-shi-), v.t. Change 
from one substance into another (esp. as 
foil.), [f. med. L THiA.N(substantiare, as 
SUBSTANCE), see -ATE8] 

transubstantia'tion (-shi-, -si-), n. 
Change from one substance into another, 
esp. (theol.) conversion of whole sub¬ 
stance of eucharistic bread & wine into 
body & blood respectively of Christ (cf. 
constjbstantiation). [ME, f. med. L 
transubstantiatio (as prec., see -ation)] 

transud|e', v.i. (Of fluid) pass through 
pores or interstices of membrane etc. 
Hence ~a'tion n., ~'atORY a. [f. F tran- 
sude.r or mod. L, f. Iran- — trans- + 

sudare sweat] 
transuran'ic, a. (chem.). (Of elements) 

having a higher atomic number than 

uranium, [trans-] 

transvdrs'al (-nz-), a. & n. 1. (Of line) 
cutting a system of lines. 2. n. ~ line. 
Hence ~ity (-3F) n., ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. 

med. L transversalis (foil., -al)] 

transv(Srse' (-z-; also tra-), a. & n. 
1. Situated, arranged, acting, in cross¬ 
wise direction, as ~ artery, ligament, 
magnet (whose poles are at sides not ends), 
section, strain. 2. n. ~ muscle. Hence 
~ly2 adv., transvers'o- (-z-) comb, 
form. [f. L TRANS(uer(ere vers- turn)] 

transvest', v.t. (psychol.). Clothe in 
other garments, esp. those of opposite 
sex. Hence ~ism n. [trans-, L vesiire 
clothe ] 

II tran'ter, n. (dial.). Carrier; hawker, [c. 
1500, f. AF traventer f. med. (Anglo-) L 
travetarius, peril, f. *tra(ns)vcctarius 
transporter] 

trap1, n., & v.t. & i. ( pp-). 1. Pitfall or 
enclosure or mechanical structure for 
catching animals, affording entrance but 
not exit & often baited & having door or 
lid actuated by spring; fly1, rat1, -~; 
(fig.) trick for betraying person into 
speech or act, as is always setting ~s for 
me, walked straight into the ~, is this 
(question etc.) a 2. Contrivance for 
suddenly releasing bird, or throwing 
ball etc. into air, to be shot at; shoe- 
-shaped wooden device with pivoted bar 
that sends ball from its heel into air on 
being struck at other end with bat, -—ball, 
game played with this. 3. U-shaped or 
other section of pipe so arranged as to 
prevent return flow of gas by means of 
liquid replaced whenever ~ is used. 
4. || Kinds of wheeled vehicle, e.g. dog¬ 
cart. 5. = ~door. 6. || ~-cellar, space 
under stage of theatre; ~'door, door in 
floor or roof (~door spider, kind that 
makes hinged ~door at top of nest), (fig.) 
L-shaped tear in cloth etc. 7. vb. Catch 
(animal, fig. person) in ~ ; furnish (stage) 
■with ~s for a play; set ~s in (wood, 
hedge, etc.); arrest (gas) in ~; supply 
(drain etc.) with ~; (of steam) be im¬ 
peded in pipe etc. [OE treppe, trse.ppe, 
ME trapp(e); cf. syn. MDu. trappe, 
WFlem. traap, trape, also med. L (Rom.) 
trappa; ult. orig. obsc. ] 

trap2, n. (min.). Dark-coloured eruptive 
rock of columnar structure, [f. Sw. 
trapp f. trappa stair (the rock freq. 
presenting a stair-like appearance)] 

trap3, v.t. (-pp ). Furnish with trappings. 
[f. obs. trap, n., ME f. OF drag, see drape] 

II trap4, n. (Sc.). Ladder leading to a loft, 
[app. = Du., MFlem. trap flight of steps, 
stair] 

trapan. See trepan2. 

trapes (-ps), traipse, n., & v.i. (colloq. 
& dial.). 1. Slattern; a tiresome walk. 
2. v.i. (Esp. of women) tramp or trudge 
wearily or in draggletailed way, go about 
on errands, [vb earlier (1593), of unkn. 
orig. ] 

trapez|e', n. Cross-ba,r(s) suspended by 
cords used as swing for gymnastic exer¬ 
cises; = foil., whence ~'Iform a. [f. F 
trapeze f. foil. ] 

trapez'lum, n. Quadrilateral with two 
sides parallel, cf. foil. [mod. L, f. Gk 
trapezion (trapeza table)] 

trap'ezoid, n. & a. 1. Quadrilateral, cf. 
prec. 2. adj. Of, in the form of, a ~. 
Hence ~al (-oid-) a. [f. late Gk trape- 
zoeides (prec., -oid)] 

trapp'lean, a. Of the nature of the rock 
TRAP2. So ~OID, ~OSE \ aa. [-EAN ] 

trapp'er, n. One whose business is to 
trap animals esp. for furs; one who tends 
air-doors in mines, [f. trap 1 + -er1] 
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trapp'ings (-z), n. pi. Harness of horse 
esp. when ornamental; (fig.) ornamental 
accessories (o/ office etc.). [ME, f. trap3 

+ -INQ 1 ] 

Trapp'ist, n. Member of a Cistercian 
order founded 1140 at Soligny-la-Trappe 
& noted for silence & other austerities. 
[-1ST] 

trapp'istine, n. 1. Liqueur made at 
Trappist abbey of Grace-I)ieu in France. 
2. (7’~). Nun of an order affiliated with 
Trappists. [-ine1] 

trapp'ly, a. (colloq.). Tricky, treacherous, 
(chiefly of things). Hence ~Iness n. [f. 
TRAP1 +-Y2] 

traps, n. pi. (colloq.). Personal belongings, 
baggage, [app. shortened f. trappings] 

trash, n., & v.t. 1. Worthless or waste 
stuff, rubbish, refuse; loppings of trees 
etc., (W. Ind.) stripped leaves of sugar- 
-cane used as fuel; thing, e.g. literary 
production, of bad workmanship or 
material; nonsensical talk; cane-~, refuse 
of crushed sugar-canes & dried leaves & 
tops, used as fuel; ~-house (on sugar- 
-plantation, for storing bagasse & cane- 
-~); ~-ice, broken ice mixed with water; 
*white~, the poor white population in the 
Southern States. 2. v.t. Strip (sugar- 
-canes) of outer leaves. Hence ~'ery(1), 

~'iNESS, nn., ~'ily2 adv., ~'y2 a. [16th 
c., of unkn. orig.; cf. Norw. dial. Irask 
trash etc., I cel. tros rubbish, fallen leaves 
& twigs ] 

trass, ta'rras, n. A volcanic earth 
formerly imported as cement-material, 
[f. Du. tras, earlier terras, tiros f. Rom., 
cf. TERRACE] 

tr&ttori'a (-ca), n. Italian eating-house. 
[It.] 

traum'a, n. (pi. ~<a, ~s). Morbid condi¬ 
tion of body produced by wound or 
external violence; (psych.) emotional 
shock. So '—'tlSM n. [f. Gk trauma -malos 
wound] 

traumat'ic, a. & n. Of, (medicine) for, 
wounds, [f. LL f. Gk tramnatikos (as 
prec., see -ic) ] 

trav'ail, n., & v.i. (Suffer) pangs of child¬ 
birth ; (make) painful or laborious effort. 
[ME; vb f. OF travaiUier app. f. Rom. 
*trepaliare f. LL trepalium. instrument of 
torture (L tres three, palus stake); n. f. 
OF n. f. vb] 

trav'el, v.i. & t. (-11-), & n. 1. Make a 
journey esp. one of some length to 
distant countries, as ordered to ~ for his 
health, spent his life in ~ling; act as 
commercial traveller (for firm, in com¬ 
modity); (of machine or part) move 
(along bar etc., in groove etc.); pass esp. 
in deliberate or systematic manner from 
point to point, as his eye ~led over the 
scene, mind ~.s over the events of the day, 
(of deer etc.) move onwards in feeding; 
move, proceed, in specified manner or 
at specified rate, perform (distance), as 
horse slowly, light ~s faster than sound, 

~s thousands of miles per second, tram 
~led 1,000 miles a day; journey through, 
as ~le.d France from end to end; cause 
(herds etc.) to ~; (p.p.) experienced in 
~ling, as is a ~led man; ~ out of the 
record, wander from subject; ~ling-cap, 
-dress, etc. (of form convenient for ~]ing). 
2. n. ~ling esp. in foreign countries, as is 
much improved by ~, has returned from his 
~s, is going to publish (account of) his ~s, 
cannot read books of— or ~s; range, rate, 
mode, of motion of a part in machinery, 
as has extended, improved, the ~ of the 
valves; (of person, clothes, etc.) soiled, 
-stained, -worn, etc. (as result of ~). 
[ME ; differentiated f. prec. ] 

trav'eller, n. In vbl senses, esp.: kinds 
of moving mechanism (esp. overhead 
crane on rails); = commercial ~; eellow- 

— ; tip person the ~, impose on him, tell 
him lies; ~’s tale, presumable lie; joy, 
a climbing shrub with greenish-white 
flowers, wild clematis. [ME; -er1] 

trav'elogue (-og), n. Illustrated lecture- 
-narrative of expedition etc. [f. travel, 

after monologue etc. ] 
trav'erse, a., n., & v.t. & i. 1. (Arch, in 
gen. use) = transverse ; (her.) crossing 
shield from side to side; ~ sailing (on 
zigzag track). 2. n. Thing, esp. part of 
structure, that crosses another; (fortif.) 
earthwork in form of parapet protect¬ 
ing covered way etc., double or quad¬ 
ruple right-angle in trench ("L, ~L_r) to 
prevent enfilading; gallery from side 
to side of church etc.; (geom.) trans¬ 
versal line; single line of survey (usu. 
plotted from prismatic-compass bearings 
& chained or paced distances between 
angular points); (naut.) zigzag line taken 
by ship owing to contrary winds or cur¬ 
rents (work, solve, a ~, compute direct 
distance so covered); sideways movement 
of part in machine; sideways motion 
across face of precipice from one practic¬ 
able line of ascent or descent to another, 
place where this is necessary; (law) 
denial esp. of allegation of matter of fact; 
II (arch.) thwarting circumstance; turning 
of gun to required direction; ~-table, 
nautical table used in solving ~s, plat¬ 
form for shifting engine etc. from one 
line of rails to another. 3. vb. Travel or 
lie across, as must ~ a vast extent of 
country, district ~d by canals, wall ~d by 
beam; make a ~ in climbing; (fig.) con¬ 
sider, discuss, the whole extent of (sub¬ 
ject); turn (gun); plane (wood) across 
grain; deny esp. (law) in pleading; 
thwart, frustrate, oppose, (plan, opinion); 
(of needle of compass etc.) turn (as) on 
pivot; (of horse) walk crosswise; travers¬ 
ing pulley (running over rope etc. that 
supports it), [n. f. OF travers f. pop. L 
traversum f. L trans- (transverse), partly 
f. OF traverse f. traverser (see vb); vb f. OF 
traverser f. travers n. or adj.; adj. f. OF 
travers f. pop. L traversus (see n.)] 



traverser 1383 

trav'erser, n. In vbl senses, esp. railway 
traverse-table. [ -er 1 ] 

trav'ertin(e), n. Porous light-yellow rock, 
a calcareous deposit from springs, hard¬ 
ening on exposure, [f. It. Iravertino f. L 
tiburtinus (lapis stone) of Tibur (Tivoli), 
see -ine1] 

trav'esty, v.t., & n. 1. Make (subject etc.) 
ridiculous (intentionally or not) by treat¬ 
ment of it; (of person or thing, e.g. 
literary work) be a ridiculous imitation 
of (another). 2. n. Such treatment, such 
imitation, (of), [f. F travesiip.p. of traveslir 
disguise, change the clothes of, f. It. 
trafvestire clothe f. L vest ire)) 

trawl, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Drag (—net), 
catch fish in —net. Hence ~'ing 1 n. 
2. n. (Also ■~-'-net) large bag-net with wide 
mouth held open by beam (beam-~) or 
otherwise, meant to be dragged along 
the bottom by boat; *(also '--line) long 
sea-fishing line buoyed & supporting 
short lines with baited hooks; —anchor 
(for anchoring —line); ~-6oaf (for setting 
'-“-line or drawing ~-net). [orig. & age 
obsc.; cf. MDu. traghelen to drag, f. 
traghel drag-net] 

trawl'er, n. Person who trawls; trawl- 
-boat. [-er 1 ] 

tray, n. Flat shallow vessel usu. of wood 
or metal for placing or carrying esp. small 
articles on, as tea--", pendeveloping-~ 
(in photography); metal or other con¬ 
tainer on desk for correspondence, as in, 
out, ; shallow lidless box forming a 
compartment in trank. Hence ~,ful n. 
[OE trig f. Gmc *traujam, cogn. w. tree] 

trea'cherous (-Cch-), a. Violating alle¬ 
giance, betraying trust, perfidious; not 
to be relied on, deceptive, as ~ memory, ~ 
ice (apt to give). Hence or cogn. ~ly2 

adv., '"'Ness, trea'cherY1 (-6ch-), nn. 
[ME, f. OF trecherous (trechour a cheat f. 
trcchier, trickier (see trick)), -ous ] 

I! trca'cle, n. Syrup got in refining sugar; 
(loosely) = molasses ; kinds of saccharine 
fluid, e.g. sap of birch. Hence treac'lY2 

a. [ME triacle, in sense ‘ theriac ’, f. OF 
f. L theriaca theriac] 

tread (-Cd), v.i. & t. (trdd, arch, trade-, 
trodden), & n. 1. Set down one’s foot, 
walk, step, (of foot) be set down, as do 
not ~ on the grass, trod on a snake-, ~ 
lightly, (fig.) deal cautiously with delicate 
subject; where no foot may ~, where angels 
fear to ~; ~ in person’s (foot)sleps, (fig.) 
follow his example; ~ on person’s corns or 
toes, (fig.) offend him; ~ on the heels of, 
(lit., & fig. of event etc.) come closely or 
immediately after; ~ or seem to ~ on air 
(of person transported with joy); ~ on or 
as on eggs (of person in situation requiring 
much tact); ~ (set one’s foot lit. or fig. as 
sign of supremacy) on the neck of person, 
~ awry. 2. Walk upon, press or crush 
with the feet, as ~s a perilous path, trod 
the room from end to end, ~ grapes (in 
making wine), urine. 3. Perform, execute, 

treasure 
in walking etc., as trod a dozen hurried 
paces, ~ a measure (in dancing). 4. (Of 
cock) copulate with (hen, or abs.). 5. ~ 
down, press down with feet, trample on, 
destroy, as ~ down the earth round the roots, 
~ down Satan under our feet; ~ in, press 
in or into earth etc. with feet; ~ out, 
stamp out (fire, fig. insurrection etc.), 
press out (wine, grain) with feet; ~ the 
stage or boards, be an actor, appear on 
stage; ~ under foot, (fig.) destroy, treat 
contemptuously; water, maintain 
upright position in deep water. 6. n. 
Manner, sound, of walking, as recognized 
his heavy ~, approached with cautious ~. 
7. (Of male bird) copulation. 8. (Also — 
-board) top surface of step or stair, each 
step of '"mill. 9. Piece of metal or rubber 
placed on step to lessen wear or sound. 
10. Part of wheel that touches ground or 
rails, part of rail that wheels touch. 11. 
Part of stilt on which foot rests. 12. 
Part of boot-sole that rests on ground. 
13. Distance between pedals of bicycle. 
14. Cicatricule of egg (formerly supposed 
to appear only in fecundated eggs). 
15. ~'mill, appliance for producing 
motion by the stepping of man or liorso 
etc. on movable steps on revolving 
cylinder, esp. kind formerly used in 
prisons as punishment, (fig.) monotonous 
routine; ~-wheel, ~mill or similar 
appliance. [OE, OS tredan, OIIG tretan, 
cogn. w. ON trotha, Goth, trudan, f. Gmc 
*lredh-, ttradh-, *trudh-] 

trea'dle (-8dl), n., & v.i. 1. Lever moved 
by foot & imparting motion to machine, 
e. g. lathe, sewing-machine, bicycle, reed- 
-organ; ~-machine, -press, printing-press 
worked by ~. 2. v.i. Work Hence 
tread'lER^-rCdOn. [ME, f. prec. + -le(1)] 

treas'on (-z-), n. 1. (Also high ~) violation 
by subject of allegiance to sovereigu or to 
chief authority of State (e.g. compassing 
or intending sovereign’s death, levying 
war against him, adhering to his enemies, 
killing his wife or heir, violating his wife 
or eldest unmarried daughter or heir’s 
wife, killing chancellor or treasurer or 
justice, abetting marriage of sovereign 
under 18 years of age without written 
consent of regent & parliament). 2. 
Breach of faith, disloyalty, (to cause, 
friend, etc.). 3. Constructive ~ (held in 
law as equivalent to ~ though not in¬ 
tended or realized as such); misprision 1 of 
~; II~-felony, attempt to depose sovereign 
or levy war in order to compel change of 
measures, intimidate parliament, or stir 
up foreign invasion. Hence ~ous a. [ME, 
f. AF treisoun etc., OF tra'son, f. L as 
TRADITION ] 

treas'onablle (-z-), a. Involving the 
crime, guilty, of treason. Hence ~le.\ES3 
n., ~ly 2 adv. [ME; -able ] 

trea'sure (-Czher), n., & v.t. 1. Precious 
metals or gems, hoard of these, accumu¬ 
lated wealth, as buried ~, had amassed 
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great ~ or ~s, a voyage in quest of ~, (not 
now in colloq. use); thing valued for 
rarity, workmanship, associations, etc., 
as art ~s, absorbed in his latest ~ (book, 
picture, etc.); (colloq.) beloved person 
esp. child, as (voc.) my ~; (colloq.) 
highly efficient or satisfactory person 
e.g. servant, as the girl is a perfect ~. 
2. v.t. Store (usu. up) as valuable; re¬ 
ceive, regard, as valuable, store (usu. up) 
in memory, (person’s words, looks, etc.). 
3. ~-eity (bibl.), city for stores & maga¬ 

zines; ~-house, place where ~s (esp. fig.) 

are kept ; ~ trove [see trover], gold etc. 

found hidden of unknown ownership. 

[ME, f. OF tresor f. Rom. *tresaurus 
for L f. Gk thesauros] 

trea'surer (-8zhc-), n. Person in charge of 
funds of society, company, club, etc.; 
officer authorized to receive & disburse 
public revenues; Lord High (hist.), 
crown officer with duties now discharged 
by Lords of the Treasury; ||T~ of the. 
Household, official ranking next to Lord 
Steward. Hence ~ship n. [ME, f. ONF, 
AF tresorer, OF -ier f. tresor (prec., see 
-ary1, -ER2), after LL thesaurarius 1 

trea'sury (-Szhe-), n. 1. Place, building, 
where treasure is stored; (fig.) book, 
person, etc., viewed as repository of 
information etc. 2. Place where public 
revenues are kept; department managing 
public revenue of a country, officers of 
this; || 7’~ Board, Lords (Commissioners) 
of the T~, board in charge of British pub¬ 
lic revenue, viz. Prime Minister (who is 
also First Lord of the T~), Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, & 5 junior lords; 
bench, front bench on right hand of 
Speaker in House of Commons, occupied 
by Prime Minister, Chancellor of Ex¬ 
chequer, & other members of Govern¬ 
ment. 3. II ~ bill, bill of exchange issued 
by the T~ to raise money for temporary 
needs & sold to highest bidder; ~ note, 
= currency note, ‘note issued by T~ & 
receivable for government duos; T~ 
warrant (issued by T~ for sums dis¬ 
bursed by Exchequer). [ME, f. OF 
tresorie (as treasure, see -y1)] 

treat, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Act towards, 
behave to, as how did they ~ you?, ~ed 
me abominably, kindly, as if I were a child, 
better ~ it as a joke. 2. Deal with (person, 
thing) with view to result, apply process 
to, subject to chemical agent etc., as 
~ed him for smallpox, how would you 
~ a sprained ankle?, must next be ~cd 
with sulphuric acid. 3. Manipulate, 
present, express, (subject) in literature or 
art. 4. Give (person) food and drink or 
entertainment at one’s expense, as I mil 
~ you all, think you might ~ me to an ice, 
a theatre, (of candidate for election) give 
food etc. or cause these to be given to 
(electors) in order to influence election, 
whence ^'ing1 n. 5. Negotiate terms 
(with person); ~ of, handle, discuss. 

(subject). 6. n. Thing that gives great 
pleasure, as pantomime is a great ~ to him, 
what a ~ it is not to have to get up early; 

entertainment designed to do this, as 
school-~, picnic etc. for (esp. Sunday-) 
school children; stand ~, hear expense of 
entertainment. Hence aisle a., ~'er1 

n. [ME, f. OF traitier f. L tractare handle 
frequent, of trahere tract- draw] 

treat'ise (-z, -s), n. Literary composition 
dealing more or less systematically with 
definite subject. [ME, f. AF tretis (traitier 
as prec.)] 

treatment, n. (Mode of) dealing with or 
behaving towards a person or thing, as 
received strange ~ from him., must vary the 

is now ready for ~ w-ith an acid, [as 
TREAT, see -MENT] 

treat'y, n. Formally concluded & ratified 
agreement between nations; agreement 
between persons (to do etc.); be in ~ (ne¬ 
gotiating) with (person for purchase etc.); 
~ port, one that a country is bound by ~ 
to keep open to foreign trade. [ME, f. AF 
trete, p.p. of trailer treat, & f. L tractatum 
TRACTATE] 

tre'ble, a. & n., & v.t. & i. 1. Threefold, 
triple, whence treb'i.Y2 adv.; multiplied 
by three, three times (amount etc., as the 
enemy had ~ our numbers); (esp. of boy’s 
voice or boy) = soprano ; ~ chance, 
method of competing in football pool in 
which the aim is to pick all draws from 
a given selection of matches, a draw 
counting more than a home or away win. 
2. n. (In short whist) game won by 5 to 0 
counting three points; = soprano. 3. vb. 
Multiply, be multiplied, by three, as has 

its value, its value has ~d. [ME, f. OF, 
f. L triplus triple ] 

treb'uchet (-sh ), treb'ucket, n. (Hist.) 
military engine for throwing stones etc.; 
tilting balance for weighing light articles; 
kind of trap for small birds etc. [ME, f. 
OF, f. trebucher overthrow etc.] 

trecen't|6 (-ach-), n. The 14th century in 
Italian art & literature. So ~ist(2, 3) n. 
[It., = three (for thirteen) hundred] 

tree, n., & v.t. 1. Perennial plant with 
single woody self-supporting stem or 
trunk usu. unbranched (cf. shrub1) for 
some distance above ground; pieco or 
framework of wood for various purposes, 
e.g. axle, boot1, roof, saddle, swingle, 

-~, cross-trees; (arch.) gibbet, cross used 
for (esp. Christ’s) crucifixion; Christmas 

~; (math.) diagram of branching lines; 
family or genealogical ~; up a ~, (fig.) 
cornered, nonplussed; at the top of the ~, 
at the top of one’s profession. 2. ~ agate 
(with —like markings); ~ calf, calf bind¬ 
ing for book stained with ~like design: ~- 
-creeper, kinds of small bird; ~-/ern, kinds 
of fern attaining size of ~; ~-frog, (pop. 
name for) ~-toad; ~-goose, — barnacle2 

(1); '—milk, juice of a shrub used in 
Ceylon instead of milk; ~'nail, pin of 
hard wood for securing planks etc.; ~ of 
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heaven, ornamental Asian ~ with ill- 
-scented flowers; ~ of knowledge of good 

evil (Oen. iii); ~ of liberty (dedicated to 
liberty & set up in public place); ~ of life 
(Gen. ii. 9); —toad, arboreal amphibian 
with adhesive discs on digits enabling it 
to climb. Hence ~'less a., ~'16ssness n. 
3. v.t. Force (animal, fig. person) to take 
refuge in ~; stretch (boot) on boot—. 
[OK treow, OS treo, ON tri, Goth, triu, 
f. Gmc *lrewam, cogn. w. Gk drus oak, 
doru spear] 

tref'oil, n. & a. Kinds of leguminous 
plant with leaves of three leaflets & 
flowers of various colours, clover; kinds 
of plant with similar leaves; three-lobed 
ornamentation in tracery etc.; (thing) 
arranged in three lobes, whence—-ed 2 (-Id) 
a. [ME, f. AF trifoil & L tri(folium leaf)] 

treha'la (-ah-), n. Manna of starch, sugar, 
& gum, excreted in cocoon form by an 
insect in Turkey & Persia, [f. native 
tiqdlah ] 

trek, v.i. (-kk-), & n. (S.-Afr.). 1. (Of ox) 
draw vehicle, pull load; travel by ox- 
-wagon; migrate; proceed slowly. 2. n. 
Such journey, each stage of journey; 
organized migration. Hence ~k,Eit1 n. 
[f. Hu. trekken vb, trek n.] 

trell'is, n., & v.t. 1. (Also ~-work) lattice, 
grating, of light wooden cross-bars nailed 
together where they cross, similar struc¬ 
ture of wire or metal; summer-house, 
screen, etc., made of ~-work. 2. v.t. 
Furnish, support (vine etc.), with ~. [ME, 
f. OF treliz, -is, f. Rom. *trilicius f. L 
tri(lix f. licium warp-thread) three-ply] 

trem'bl|e, v.i., & n. 1. Shake involun¬ 
tarily from fear, agitation, physical 
weakness, etc., as he~ed with anger, voice 
~ed with excitement, hands ~e from over¬ 
smoking etc.; (fig.) be in state of extreme 
agitation, fear, suspense, etc., as I ~e to 
think what has become of him, ~e at the 
thought, no cause to ~e before his judge, 
hear <il- ~e (be duly impressed)!, I ~e (am 
alarmed) for his safety, in ~ing un¬ 
certainty; move in quivering manner, as 
leaves ~e in the breeze, ~ing poplar; (fig.) 
his fate, life, etc., ~es in the balance (has 
reached a critical point, is in extreme 
danger). Hence or cogn.~eMENT n. (poet., 
rare), ~ingLY2 adv., ~Y2 a,. 2. n. ~ing, 
quiver, as there was a ~e in her voice, 
(colloq.) was all of a ~e (~ing all over); 
(pi.) kinds of (esp. cattle-) disease, with 
~ing. [ME, f. OF trembler f. med. L 
tremulare 1. Iremidus tremulous] 

trem'bler, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
automatic vibrator for making & break¬ 
ing electric circuit; electric bell. [-ER1] 

trem'ellose, a. (bot.). Jellylike, shaking 
like jelly, [f. mod. L Tremella, genus of 
jellylike fungi, +-OSE1] 

tremen'dous, a. Awful, fearful, over¬ 
powering, (colloq.) considerable, as a ~ 
explosion, revolution, makes a ~ difference, 
a ~ (huge) bluebottle. Hence ~ly2 adv., 

~ness n. [f. L tremendus (tremere tremble) 
+-ous] 

tr&nnol&n'ilo, adv. (mus.). Tremulously. 
[It.] 

trem'olant, -ulant, n. Device in organ 
for producing tremolo effect, [(-ol- f. It. 
tremolante) f. med. L as tremble, see -ant] 

tr&m'olS, n. (mus.). Tremulous effect in 
singing or in playing bowed instruments 
etc.; = prec. [It, as tremulous] 

trem'or, n. (Of loaf, part of body, voice, 
person) shaking, quivering; thrill (of fear, 
exultation, etc.); earth ~, slight earth¬ 
quake ; intention ~ (in part of body when 
it moves to do something); metallic ~, 
trembling palsy of metal-workers. Hence 
~less a. [ME & O F, f. L tremorem (tremere 
tremble, see -or)] 

trem'ulous, a. Trembling, quivering, as 
~ leaves, voice, hand; ~ line (drawn by ~ 
hand); timid, vacillating. Hence ~ly2 
adv.,~NESS n. [f. L tremidus, LL -osus, f. 
tremere tremble, see -ous] 

trenail. Var. of TREEnaiZ. 
trench, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Dig ditch in 
(ground); turn over the earth of (field 
etc.) by digging succession of contiguous 
ditches; II cut groove in (wood etc.); pro¬ 
ceed, make one’s way, (down, along, etc.) 
by~ing; encroach (up)on (person’s rights, 
privacy, etc.); verge or border closely 
(up)on (hei-esy, vulgarity, etc.). Hence 
~,er [-ER1 ] n. 2. n. Deep furrow or 
ditch; (mil.) ditch often 7 ft deep with 
earth thrown up to form parapet, as open 
(begin digging) the ~cs, mount (guard in) 
theses. 3. ~-cart, hand-cart on low wheels 
for use in ~es; ~ coat, soldier’s lined or 
padded mackintosh; ~ fever, form of fever 
affecting soldiers in ~es, spread by lice; 
~ foot, affection of feet or legs with 
sloughing etc. caused by much standing in 
water; ~ mortar, light simple kind throw¬ 
ing heavy charge of high explosive short 
distance for use in ~es. [ME, f. OF 
trenchier (& trenche n.) cut f. Rom. 
*trincarc f. L truncare truncate] 

trench'ant, a. Sharp, keep, as ~ sword, 
blade, (now rare in lit. sense); (fig., of 
style, language, policy, etc.) penetrat¬ 
ing, incisive, decisive, vigorous. Hence 
trench'ANCY n., ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF, 
part, as prec.] 

trencher1. See trench. 

trench'er2, n. AVooden platter now 
chiefly used for cutting bread on at table; 
(arch.) the pleasures of the table, eating, 
(chiefly attrib. or in comb., as ~ com¬ 
panions, ^-valiant; good, poor, etc.,~man, 
groat, small, etc., eater); ~ cap, square 
college cap; ~-/e<i, (of hounds) kept by 
separate members of the hunt, not all 
together in hunt kennels. [ME, f. AF 
trenchour, OF -eoir, f. trenchier (prec.) + 
-oir = L -atorium] 

trgnd, v.i., & n. 1. Have specified general 
direction, bend or turn away in specified 
direction, as coast ~s (towards the) south; 
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(fig.) bo chiefly directed, have general 
tendency, (towards etc.)- 2. n. General 
direction & tendency (esp. lig. of events, 
opinion, etc.). [ME ‘ revolve ’ etc., OE 
Irendan f. Gmc *trend-, Hrand-, *trund-; 
cf. MEG trint, trent, trunt aa. round, & 
TRUNDLE] 

tren'tal, n. Set of 30 successive daily 
masses for the dead. [ME, f. OF trentel & 
med. L trentale f. L triginta thirty + -at,] 

trente-et-quarante (see Ap.), n. — 
ROUGEl-et-noir. [F, = 30 & 40] 

trepan'1, n., & v.t. (-nn-). 1. Surgeon's 
cylindrical saw for removing part of hone 
of skull to relieve brain; borer for sinking 
shafts. 2. v.t. Perforate (skull) with~. So 
trepanA'TlON, ~n'iNG1, nn. [ME, f. OF 
trepanier) n. & vh f. med. L trepanum f. 
Gk trupanon (trupad bore f. trupa hole)] 

trepan'2, v.t. (-nn-)- Trap, ensnare, be¬ 
guile, (into, from., place etc., into doing). 
[17th c., f. earlier trapan a decoy, prob. 
thieves’ si. f. trap1] 

trepang', n. Edible sea-slug used in China 
for soup. [f. Malay tripang] 

trephine' (-en, -in), n., & v.t. 1. Improved 
form of trepan with guiding centre-pin. 
2. v.t. Operate on (skull, eyeball, person) 
with this. So trephinA'noN n. [orig. 
trafine, f. L tres fines three ends, after 
TREPAN 1] 

trepida'tion, n. Alarm, flurry; trembling 
of limbs e.g. in paralysis; (hist.) oscilla¬ 
tion of ecliptic formerly assumed to 
account for precession of equinoxes etc. 
[f. L trepiclatio (trepulare be agitated, 
tremble, f. trepidus flurried, see -ation)] 

tres'pass, v.i., & n. 1. Make unlawful 
or unwarrantable intrusion (on, upon, 
land, rights, etc., or abs.; ~ on one’s pre¬ 
serves, fig., meddle in a matter that he 
has made his own); make unwarrantable 
claim on (cliiefly in polite formulas, as 
shall~ on your hospitality); offend (against 
person, law, principle, rights; now liter¬ 
ary), as forgive them that ~ against us. 
Hence ~er1 n. 2. n. Transgression of 
law or right; (law) any transgression 
that is not (misprision of) treason or 
felony; ~ing (see vb, 1st sense) on 
another’s land with damage; (also action 
of ~) common-law action for recovery 
of damages for ~; ~-offering, sacrifice 
atoning for ~ against Mosaic law. [ME ; 
n. f. OF trespas f. trespasser pass over, 
trespass, f. med. L trans(passare pass); 

vb f. n., or OF trespasser] 
tress, n., & v.t. 1. Portion, lock, plait, of 
hair of human esp. woman’s or girl’s 
head; (pi.) hair of esp. woman’s or girl’s 
head. Hence (-)~ed2 (-st), ~'Y2, aa. 
2. v.t. Arrange (hair) in ~es (cliiefly in 
p.p.). [ME, f. OF tresce, tresse; vb. f. OF 
trccier, tresser (f. n.)] 

tre'stle (si), n. Supporting structure for 
table or flat form or carpenter’s work 

etc., consisting of bar supported by two 
divergent pairs of legs or of two frames 
fixed at an angle or hinged; (also —work) 
open braced framework of wood or metal 
for supporting bridge etc.; (naut., also 
—tree) each of a pair of horizontal pieces 
on lower mast supporting topmast etc. 
[ME, f. OF trestel f. Gallo-Rom. *translel- 
lum beam, dim. of L transtrum ] 

II tret, n. (hist.). Allowance of extra weight 
formerly made to purchasers of some 
goods for waste in transportation. [ME, 
prob. f. AF, OF tret, var. of trait draught; 
see trait] 

trevet. See trivet. 
II trews (-doz), n. pi. Tartan trousers, esp. 
as worn by some Scottish regiments, [f. 
Ir. irius, Gael, triubhas (sing.); see 
TROUSERS] 

trey (tra), n. Card, die, with three spots. 
[ME, f. AF, OF treis, trei three f. L tres] 

tri-, pref. = L & Gk tri- three-, comb, 
form of L tres, Gk treis three, Gk Iris 
thrice, having or composed of three, 
triple, as: ~adelph'ous, with stamens in 
3 sets; ~an'drous, with 3 stamens; 
~ap'sided, with 3 apses; ~bas'ic, with 3 
hydrogen atoms replaceable by base or 
basic radical; ~brach'ial (-k-), three- 
-armed implement etc., esp. a flint imple¬ 
ment; ~ca.p'suia.r (bot., zool.), with 3 
capsules (to each flower); ~carp'ovs, 
bearing 3 fruits or carpels; ~centen'ary, 
= tercentenary; ~chlor'ide (-HI-), com¬ 
pound of element or radical with 3 atoms 
of chlorine; chord (-k-) a. & n.. three- 
-stringed (instrument esp. lute), (of piano) 
with 3 strings to each note; ^chro/nal'ic 
(-kr-), three-coloured (~-chromatic photo¬ 
graphy, three-colour process), (of the eye) 
having the normal three colour sensations, 
i.e. red, green, & purple, so ~chrom'atism 
(-kr-) n.; ~'corn, having 3 horns, (n., also 
~Vome) three-cornered cocked hat; 
~corp'orcd, ~corp'orate, (her.) having 3 
bodies & one head; ~cotyled'onous, with 
3 cotyledons; ‘—crdt'ic, (of pulse) with 3 
beats; ~cus’pid, with 3 cusps or points, as 
~cuspid valve of heart, ~cuspid murmur 
(heard when this is deranged); ~clac'tyl- 
(ous), with 3 fingers or toes; ~den'tate, 
with 3 teeth or prongs; ~di'gitale, = — 
dactyl-, ~dimen'sionaI, of 3 dimensions; 
~fa'dal a. & n., (of) the trigeminus; 
~flor'al, ~fior'ous, bearing 3 flowers; 
~f6l'iate, ~fol’iolate, (of compound leaf) 
with 3 leaflets, (of plants) having snch 
leaves; ~fol'iated, (bot.) = prec., (archit.) 
trefoiled; ~’form(ed), formed of 3 parts, 
having 3 forms or bodies; ~furc’ale (-ext) 
a., divided into three forks, (v.t. & i., -at) 
divide thus; ~g£m'inal a. & n., triple, (of) 
the ~geminus; ~g&m,'inus, cranial nerve 
with the 3 functions of motion, common 
sensation, & taste; ~’glot, written in 3 
languages; ~sonc«t'ic (entom.), having 3 

For other words in tri- see tri-. 
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broods in a year; ~'gram, graph, group 
of 3 letters representing one sound; 
~gynous (trij-), having 3 pistils; ~hed’ral, 
with 3 surfaces; ~j-ug'aic,~jug'ous, (-job-), 
(hot.), having, arranged in, 3 pairs; 
~ldb'iate, three-lipped; ~lam'inar, of 
3 layers; ~lat'eral a. & n. (adv. -lly), of 3 
sides, (of dealings) to which there are 3 
parties, (n.) triangle; ~lemm'a, choice 
between 3 tilings; —din'ear, of 3 lines; 
'—llng'ual (-nggw-), of, expressed in, 3 
languages; —lit’eral, of 3 letters, (of Se¬ 
mitic languages) having (most of) their 
roots in 3 consonants, so ~lU’eralism, 
—literal'ity, nn.; —'lith, monument of 3 
stones, esp. two upright & one across 
their tops, so —lith'ic a.; —lob'ate, three- 
-lobed; —Ibc'vlar, with 3 cells or compart¬ 
ments ; —men’sued, —mes'tr(i)al, occurring 
every 3 months; trim'erous, of 3 members 
or joints (also 3-menms); —morph’ism, 
—morph'ous, (biol., bot., crystallog.), 
existence, existing, in 3 distinct forms; 
—nerv'ate, three-nerved; ~nod’al (anat,., 
bot.), having 3 joints; —nom'icd a. & n., 
(technical name, algebraical expression) 
consisting of 3 terms; —nom’ ialism, use 
of 3 terms in naming objects in natural 
history; —oe'ciovs (-esh-), having male, 
female, & hermaphrodite flowers each on 
different plants; —ox’ide, oxide containing 
3 oxygen atoms; —pejin'ate, = ~pinnate; 
—pU'alous, having 3 petals; Irlph'thong, 
3 vowels forming one sound; triphthong’at 
(-nggl), so formed; —phyll’ous, three- 
-leaved; -pinn’ate, having 3 series of 
leaflets; ~rdd'ial, iale(d), radiating 
in 3 directions; —ser'ial, —sef'iale, (anat., 
bot.) disposed in 3 rows; —sperm'ous, 
containing 3 seeds; —spor'cnis, —spor'ic, 
having 3 spores; trls'tickous (-k-), ar¬ 
ranged in 3 vertical rows; —stigmat'ic, 
—styl'ous, (bot.), having 3 stigmas, styles; 
—sulc'ate, (bot.) three-grooved, (zool.) 
divided into 3 digits or hoofs; —tern'ate, 
(bot.) thrice ternate, having 27 leaflets; 
—'lone, (mus.) interval of 3 tones; 
tnv'alent (chem.), having combining 
power of 3. 

tri'able, a. That may be tried. [ME, 
f. AF, as TRY + -ABLE] 

triacontahfid'ral, a. Having 30 sides or 
surfaces, [f. Gk triakonta 30 + hedra base, 
.side, -al] 

tri'ad, n. Group of three; (chem.) ele¬ 
ment, radical, with combining power of 
three; (mus.) chord of three notes, com¬ 
mon chord ; Welsh form of literary com¬ 
position depending on arrangement in 
groups of three. Hence triad'ic a. [f. 
F triade or LL f. Gk trios -ados (treis three, 
see -ad)] 

|| tri'age, n. Refuse of coffee-beans. [F, 
«= sifting (as try, see -age) ] 

tri'al, n. 1. Process or mode of testing the 
qualities of a thing, experimental treat¬ 
ment, test, as made — of his strength, was 
found on — to be incompetent, shall subject 

triangulate 

or put it to further —, will make the — (try 
the experiment), has been making —s or 
(attrib.) ~ ascents with an aeroplane; — of 
the pyx ; bicycle is hired, clerk employed, 
on — (to be retained only if efficient), will 
give you a — (employ you on ~); = ~ 
heat 1; = ~ match. 2. Trying thing or 
experience or person, esp. hardship, 
trouble, as old age has many —s, fear you 
urill find the boy, the piano next door, a 
great —. 3. Judicial examination & 
determination of issues between parties 
by judge with or without jury or by 
referee etc., as was on his — or stood 
or underwent — for murder, granted a 
new — (on ground of error or injustice 
in former ~, or because of jury’s failure 
to agree). 4. ~ balance (of lodger in 
double-entry book-keeping), comparison 
of Hr & Cr totals, inequality of which 
reveals certain errors in posting; ~ eights, 
two experimental crews tried against 
each other with a view to selection of 
crew for boat-race; ~ match, game of 
cricket, football, etc., in which players 
who may be selected for an important 
team take part; ~ trip, new vessel’s trip 
to test sailing qualities etc., (fig.) experi¬ 
ment. [AF tried, triel (TRY, -al)] 

tri'angle (-nggl), n. 1. Figure (esp. plane) 
bounded by three (esp. straight) lines, as 
equilateral, isosceles, scalene, right-angled. 
~, spherical ~ (formed on surface of 
sphere by intersection of three great 
circles); auy three points not in one 
straight line together with the imaginary 
lines joining them. 2. Implement etc. of 
this shape, e.g. right-angled'— as drawing- 
-implement, (naut.) device of three spars 
for raising weights, (mus.) rod of polished 
steel in form of ~ open at one angle 
sounded by striking with steel rod, (hist.) 
frame of three halberds joined at top to 
which soldier was bound for flogging; the 
eternal ~; ~s of the neck (regions into 
which it is divided for surgical purposes); 
(T~) a northern constellation. 3. Solution 
of a ~, finding of the remaining angles & 
sides when some are given; ~ of forces, ~ 
whose sides represent in magnitude & 
direction three forces in equilibrium, fact 
that such forces can always be repre¬ 
sented by a ~. [ME, f. OF, or f. L 
triangulum f. tri(angulus angle) a.] 

triang'ular (-ngg-), a. Of the shape of a 
triangle, three-cornered, so triang'uloin 
(-ngg-) a. ; ~ treaty, duel, etc., (between 
three parties); — compasses (with three 
legs); ~ numbers, sums of the series 1, 2, 
3, etc., taken to any number of terms, 
e.g. 1,6,28, 55 (w. ref. to mode of disposing 
such number of points in form of equi¬ 
lateral triangle); ~ pyramid (with ~ base). 
Hence ~ity (-nggula'r-) n., ~ly2 adv. [f. 

LL triangularis (as prec., see -ar1)] 

triang'ullate1 (-ngg-), v.t. Make tri¬ 
angular: divide (area etc.) into triangles 
for surveying purposes; determine 
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(height, distance, etc.) thus. Hence ~a- 

TION n. [f. L, as TRIANGLE-f-ATE3] 

triang'ulate2 (-ngg-), a. (zool.). Marked 
with triangles. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. 
med. L triangulatus (prec., -ate2)] 

Tri'as, n. (geol.). Division of rocks under¬ 
lying the Jurassic. Hence Triass'ic a. 
[as triad, f. threefold subdivision in Ger¬ 
many ] 

triat'ic stay, n. (naut.). Stay connecting 
masts in fore-&-aft-rigged ships, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

trib'adism, n. Unnatural vice between 
women, [f. L f. Gk Iribas -ados lewd 
woman (tribo rub) + -ism ] 

trib'al|ism, n. Tribal organization. So 
~ize v.t. [-ISM] 

tribe, n. 1. Group of primitive clans 
under recognized chiefs; (Horn, hist.) 
each of the political divisions (orig. three, 
probably representing clans, ultimately 
35) of the Romans; any similar division 
whether of natural or political origin, e.g. 
the twelve ~s of the Israelites (the ten ~s, 
these without Judah & Benjamin; the 
lost ~s, the ten ~s after deportation by 
Shalmaneser). 2. (zool., hot.). Group of 
plants or animals usu. ranking between 
genus & order. 3. (usu. derog.). Set, 
number, of persons esp. of one profession 
etc., as the whole ~ of parasites, actors, the 
scriljbling 4. ~ s'man, member of a~ 
or of one’s own ~. Hence trib'AL a., 
trib'all-Y2 adv. [ME tribu, tribe, f. OF 
tribu or L tribus ] 

trib'let, trib'olet, n. Mandrel used in 
making tubes, rings, etc. [f. F triboulet] 

tribom'eter, n. Sledlike apparatus for 
measuring friction, [f. F tribometre f. Gk 
tribos rubbing + -meter ] 

trib'rach (-k), n. Metrical foot w w w. 
Hence tribrach'ic (-k-) a. [f. L f. Gk 
lRl(brakhus short)] 

tribula'tion, n. Severe suffering or trial. 
[ME, f. OF (-cion), f. LL tribulationem 

(tribulare press, oppress, f. tribulum sledge 
for threshing, f. terere trit- rub, see -ation)] 

tribun'al, n. Judgement-seat, seat or 
bench for judge(s) or magistrate(s); court 
of justice (rliet., & often fig., as before the 
~ of public opinion)', |j (in the 1914-18 
war) local board hearing claims for 
exemption from military service, [f. F, or 
L (as tribune1, see -al)J 

trib'unle1, n. 1. (Rom. hist.). (Also ~e 
of the people) each of (orig. two, ultimately 
ten) officers chosen by the people to 
protect their liberties against senate & 
consuls; kinds of military, fiscal, & other 
officers. 2. (transf.). Popular leader or 
demagogue (the T~e, often as newspaper 
title). Hence or cogn. ~ate1(1), ~esHlP, 
nn.,~ARY1,~i'ciAT,,~i'tial, (-shl),~i'ciAN 
(-ishn), aa. [ME, f. L tribunus (as tribe)] 

trib'une2, n. Raised door for magistrate’s 
chair in apse of Roman basilica; bishop’s 

throne, apse containing this, in basilica; 
platform, pulpit, esp. that used by 
speakers in French Chamber of Deputies. 
[F, f. It.., f. med. L tribuna (prec.)] 

trib'utarly, a. & n. 1. Paying, subject to, 
tribute, as ~j/ States; contributory, auxi¬ 
liary; (of river) serving to swell a larger 
river. 2. n. ~y State, person, stream. 
Hence ~ily2 adv., ~iNESS n. [ME, f. L 
tributarius (as foil., see -ary1)] 

trib'ute, n. Money or equivalent paid 
periodically by one prince or State to 
another in acknowledgement of submis¬ 
sion or as price of peace or protection, or 
by virtue of treaty; state of being subject 
to ~, as was laid under ~; (fig.) con¬ 
tribution, esp. thing done, said, given, 
etc., as mark of respect etc., as the ~ of a 
tear, will not withhold my ~ of praise, the 
-~s (gifts, compliments, attentions) of her 
admirers, floral ~s (flowers to actress, at 
funeral, etc.); |! (mining) proportion of 
ore, its equivalent, paid to miner for his 
work, ~-work (so paid). [ME, f. L tributum 
(tribuere -ut- give)] 

tric'ar, n. Three-wheeled motor-car. 
[TKI-] 

trice1, v.t. (naut.). Haul up (usu. up); 
haul up & secure in place (usu. up); tie up 
(usu. up). [ME, f. MDu. trisen, MLG 
trissen ] 

trice2, n. In a ~, in a moment. [ME, 
f. prec.] 

tri'ceps, a. & n. 1. (Of muscle) three- 
-headed. 2. n. ~ muscle, esp. large 
muscle of back of arm. [L, f. tri- 4- -ceps 
(caput head)] 

trich'i. See TRicinNOPOi.i. 
trichi'asis ( k-), n. Urinary disease in 
which hairlike filaments appear in urine; 
disease of breasts in child -bearing women; 
inversion of eyelashes; disease marked by 
matted state of hair. [LL, f. Gk trikhia- 
sis (as foil., see -asis)] 

trich'in|a (-k-), n. (pi. ~oe). Hairlike 
worm parasitic in body of man, swine, 
rat, etc., usu. introduced into human 
body by use of imperfectly cooked pork, 
& causing often fatal disease. Hence 
~i'asis, ' Iza’tion, ~os'is, nn., ~ize(3) 

v.t.,~5sed2 (-sd),~OT'ic,~ous, aa. [mod. 
L, f. Gk trikhinos of hair (tricho-, -ine2)] 

trichinop'oli, trich'i, n. Kind of Indian 
cheroot. [Trichinopoli in India] 

trich|(o)- (-k-), comb, form of Gk thrix 
trikhos hair, as: ~'ogen n., ~d’genous a,., 
(preparation) promoting growth of hair; 
~ol'ogy, study of the hair; ~opath'ic a., 
~dp'alhy n., (treatment) of diseases of 
hair. 

trich'5me (-k-), n. Hair, scale, or other 
outgrowth from epidermis of plant, [f. 
Gk trikho-ma (trikhoo furnish with hair, 
see prec.)] 

trichos'is (-k-), n. Any disease of hair, 
[f. Gk trichosis, as tricho- + -osis] 

For other words in tri- see tri-. 
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trichot'om'y (-k-), n. Division into three, 
esp. of human nature into body, soul, & 
spirit. Hence ~ous a. [f. Gk trikha three- 
fold (treis three)-F-tomy] 

trick, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Fraudulent device 
or stratagem, as I suspect some ~, ~ of the 
trade, shall not serve me that ~ twice. 
2. Feat of skill or dexterity, knack, 
precise mode of doing or dealing with a 
thing, as conjurer’s ~s, do the ~ (si., 
= accomplish one’s purpose), my dog 
knows no ~s, I know a ~ worth two of that 
(better expedient), shall soon get or learn 
the ~ of it (best way of doing or handling 
it), (attrib.) ~ cyclist etc. 3. Peculiar or 
characteristic practice, habit, mannerism, 
as has a ~ of repealing himself, these are 
private-school ~s, style is disfigured by ~s, 
must cure himself of the ~ of archaism. 
4. Mischievous or foolish or discreditable 
act, practical joke, prank, as is always 
playing mad ~s, a dirty or shabby or dog’s 
~ to play on anyone. 5. (cards). The 
cards played in a round, as lake up the ~ ; 
such round, point gained as result of this, 
as won, lost, saved, the ~; the odd ~. 

6. (naut.). Man’s turn at helm, usu. two 
hours. 7. ~ cyclist (si.), psychiatrist; 
~-line, cord used in making changes in 
pantomime; ~ scene (made without 
dropping curtain); ~ ivig (of which hair 
can be made to stand on end). 8. vb. 
Deceive by ~, cheat, (person, often 
out of thing, into doing, etc.); (of thing) 
foil, baffle, disappoint the calculations of, 
take by surprise; play ~s; (usu. ~ out or 
up) dress, decorate, deck. Hence ^'er1, 

~'ery (4, 5), ~'ster, nn., ~'ish (now rare, 
= tricky) a. [ME, f. OF dial, trique, f. 
trikier = OF trickier (cf. treacherous) ; 
vb f. n.] 

tric'klie, v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Of liquid) flow 
in drops or in small stream, as tears ~ed 
down her cheeks, water ~es through crevice, 
(fig.) the information~ed (came gradually) 
out; cause (liquid) to do this, pour out in 
drops; ~e charger, accumulator charger 
that works at a low rate. 2. n. ~ing 
stream. Hence ~et‘ n., ~y2 a. [ME 
trekel, trikle, prob. imit. ] 

trlck'sy, a. Playful, frolicsome; quaint. 
[f. trick; for -sy cf. tipsy] 

trick-track, tick-tack, n. Complicated 
form of backgammon, [f. F trictrac, prob. 
imit. of sound] 

trick'ly, a. Crafty, prone to deceit; skilful 
at evasion, resourceful, adroit; (of task 
etc.) requiring adroitness, full of pitfalls, 
ticklish. Hence ~1ly2 adv., ~iNESS n. 
[TRICK -P-Y2] 

triclin'ium, n. (Rom. ant.; pi. -ia). 
Dining-table with couches along throe 
sides, room containing this. [L, f. Gk 
tri(klinion f. kline couch)] 

tric'oline, n. Fine cotton poplin re¬ 
sembling silk. [P] 

tricolour, -or, (-tiler), a. & n. 1. (Also 
~ed2 a.) of three colours. 2. n. Flag of 

trifle 

three colours in about equal proportions, 
esp. French national standard of blue, 
white, & red, adopted during Revolution, 
[f. F TRi(colore f. LL as colour)] 

tricot (trok'd), n. Hand-knitted woollen 
fabric, imitation of this; kind of ribbed 
cloth; ~-stitch, kind of crochet stitch. [F, 
— knitting] 

tri'cycl|e, n., & v.i. (Ride on) threc- 
-wheelcd cycle. Hence ~ist(1) n. [F] 

trid'ent, n. Three-pronged implement 
e.g. fish-spear; such spear or sceptre as 
attribute of Poseidon or Neptuue. [f. L 
TRl((fe7!.S -ntis tooth)] 

Triden'tine, a. & n. 1. Of the Council of 
Trent (1545-63) esp. as basis of Roman 
Catholic doctrine & practice, as ~ theo¬ 
logy. 2. n. Roman Catholic, [f. med. L 
Tridentum Trent + -ine 1 ] 

triduo (tred'dbo), trid'uum, n. (R.-C. 
Ch.). Three days’ service of prayer in 
preparation for saint’s day or for ob¬ 
taining saint’s intercession, [(-o It.) f. 
L tri(duum f. dies day) tlireo days] 

trienn'ial, a. & n. 1. Lasting, happening 
or done every, three years, as ~ plants, 
parliaments', Act (requiring ~ parlia¬ 
ments, repealed 1716). 2. n. ~ plant; 
mass performed daily for three years for 
soul of dead person; every third anni¬ 
versary of event. Hence ~i.y- adv. [f. 
L TRi(ennis 1. annus year)-f-al] 

tri'er, n. In senses of try, esp. (also trior) 
person appointed to decide whether chal¬ 
lenge to juror is well founded, [-er1] 

tri'erSrch (-k), n. (Gk ant.). Commander 
of trireme; wealthy person compelled to 
build & equip trireme at his own expense. 
Hence ~al (-k-) a. [f. L f. Gk trier- 
arkhos f. friercs trireme + arkho rifle ] 

tri'erarchy (-k-), n. Office, duty, of 
trierarch ; (Athenian formation of fleet at 
expense of) the trierarchs. [f. Gk trier- 
arkhia (prec., -Y1)] 

trlf'id, a. (hot., zool.). Partly or wholly 
divided into three, three-cleft, [f. L 
tri(fidus f. root of findere cleave)] 

tri'fle, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Thing, fact, 
circumstance, of slight value or impor¬ 
tance, as wastes time on ~s, the merest ~ 
puts him out, (iron.) shall probably break 
our necks, but that is a ~; small amount 
esp. of money, as spare a ~ for the porter, 
(adv.) seems a ~ (rather) angry; confection 
of whipped cream or white of eggs, with 
pastry etc. soaked in wine, fruit, almonds, 
etc.; common pewter; ~-ring, kinds of 
puzzle-ring. 2. vb. Talk or act frivo¬ 
lously; ~ with, treat (person, thing, 
matter) with flippancy or derision, refuse 
to take seriously, (also) occupy oneself 
carelessly with, toy with, (novel, cigarette, 
etc.); throw or fool away (time, energies, 
money, etc., cm object); (part.) a trifling 
error, correction, circumstance, etc. (un¬ 
important). Hence trif'lER1 n., trif- 
lingLY1 adv. [ME & OF trufle parallel 
form of truf(f)e deceit, of unkn. orig. ] 
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trif(5r lum, n. (pi. -ia). Gallery, usu. in 
form of arcade, above arches of nave & 
choir (& transepts) of church, [c. 1185 in 
Anglo-L, of unkn. orig. ] 

trig1, a., & v.t. (-gg-). 1. Trim, spruce, 
smart. 2. v.t. Smarten, deck, (often up, 
out). [ME adj., f. ON tryggr faithful etc., 
= Goth, triggxvs tpafe] 

trig2, v.t. ( -gg-), & n. 1. Check, stop, 
(wheel) with skid, stone, etc.; prop up. 
2. n. Obstacle etc. used. [perh. f. ON 
tryggja to secure, f. tryggr firm, see prec. ] 

trig3, school abbr. of trigonometry. 
trig'amlous, a. Thrice married or having 
three wives or husbands at once; so ~ist, 
~y1, nn.; (bot.) having male, female, & 
hermaphrodite flowers in same head (cf. 
TRioecious). [f. Gk Txa(gamos wedding) + 
-ocs] 

trigg'er (-g-), n., & v.t. 1. Device for 
releasing spring or catch & so setting 
mechanism in action, esp. projecting 
tongue in firearm that liberates hammer 
of lock; agent that sets off a chain 
reaction; hair ~; ~-happy, apt to shoot 
on slight provocation. 2. v.t. (Also ~ off) 
set in action, initiate or precipitate. 
Hence (-)~ed2 (-gerd) a. [17th c. tricker f. 
Du. trekker (trekken pull, cf. trek)] 

trlg'lvph, n. Each of the grooved tablets 
alternating with metopes in Doric frieze. 
Hence ~al, triglyph'ic(AL), aa. [f. L f. 
Gk TRfigluphos f. glupho carve)] 

trig'on, n. (Astrol.) each of four groups 
(watery, earthly, airy, fiery, ~) of three 
signs of zodiac; triangular instrument 
used in dialling; = trine; (Gk ant., also 
trigon'on) triangular lyre or harp ; (math.) 
triangle, whence trigon'ic a. [f. L f. Gk 
TRi(gdMm f. gonia angle) triangle ] 

trig'onlal, a. (Math.) triangular; (bot., 
zool.) triangular in cross-section, as ~al 
stem, antennae. Hence or cogn. ~ali.Y2 
adv.,'—'OPS a. [f. prec. + -At] 

trigonom'eter, n. Instrument for solu¬ 
tion of plane right-angled triangles by 
inspection; one versed in trigonometry. 
[TRIGON +-0- + -METER] 

trigon|om'etry, n. Branch of mathema¬ 
tics dealing primarily with relations of 
sides & angles of a triangle, much used 
in astronomy, surveying, & navigation. 
Hence ~omet'ric(AL) aa., ~omet'ri- 
calLY2 adv. [f. mod. L trigonometria 
(TRIGON + -0- + -METRY)] 

trike, n. & v.i. (eolloq.). = tricycle. 
[abbr. ] 

tril'by, n. || ~ (hat), soft felt kind (eolloq.). 
[f. G. du Maurier’s novel T~ (1894)] 

trill, v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Of person or thing) 
give forth sound with tremulous vibra¬ 
tion, as ~ing laughter; sing (t. & i.) in 
quavering manner, esp. (mus.) with shake. 
2. n. Quavering sound, esp. (mus.) quick 
alternation of two notes a (semi)tone 
apart, shake; consonant pronounced 

with ~ing sound, e.g. r. [f. It. irillare 
(imit.)] 

trill'ing, n. Compound crystal of three 
individuals; each of three children born 
at a birth, [f. tri- + -ling, app. after Da., 
Sw. trilling, Du. drieling, G drilling] 

trill'ion (-lyon), n. & a. IIA million million 
million; ‘(after F) a million million. 
Hence ~th2 a. & n. [F, f. tri- on million, 
after billion] 

tril'obite, n. Member of a large group of 
extinct arthropods characterized by a 
three-lobed body. [f. mod. L Trilobites 
(tri-, Gk lobos lobe, -ite1)] 

tril'ogy, n. (Gk ant.) set of three tra¬ 
gedies to be performed in immediate 
succession; set of three literary composi¬ 
tions, speeches, etc., each complete in 
itself but with common theme, [f. Gk 
tri (login -LOGY)] 

trim, a., v.t. & i. (-mm-), & n. 1. In good 
order, well arranged or equipped, neat, 
spruce, whence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 
2. vb. Set in good order, make neat or 
tidy, remove irregular or superfluous or 
unsightly parts from, (lamp or strictly its 
wick, hedge, beard, etc.); remove (such 
parts, often off, away) by clipping, prun¬ 
ing, planing, etc.; make (person, oneself, 
often up) neat in dress & appearance; 
ornament (dress etc. with ribbon, lace, 
etc.); (of school of fish) ~ (move along 
close to) the shore; (naut.) adjust balance 
of (ship, boat) by distribution of cargo or 
passengers etc., arrange (yards, sails) to 
suit wind, as ~ by 1 the head, stern; hold 
middle course in politics or opinion, at¬ 
tach oneself to neither of contesting 
parties, be a time-server; (eolloq.) rebuke 
sharply, thrash, cheat out of money, 
worst in bargain etc.; (eolloq.) ~ person’s 
jacket, flog him. 3. n. State, degree, of 
adjustment or readiness or fitness, as 
found everything in perfect ~, am in no 
~ (state of dress, health, etc.) for rough 
work, in fighting ~, (of ship, & fig.) ready 
for battle; good order (esp. naut.), as in, 
out of, ~; (naut.) ~ (relative position) of 
the masts, [formally repr. OE trymman, 
trymian make firm, arrange, f. trum 
strong; but the vb is undocumented 
from OE to 1500] 

trim'eter, n. & a. (Verse) consisting of 
three measures (see dimeter), esp. iambic 
~, six-foot iambic line usual in ancient 
Greek dramatic dialogue. Hence tri- 
met'nc(AL) aa. [f. L f. Gk tri (metros f. 
matron measure)] 

trimm'er, n. In vbl senses, esp.: one who 
trims articles of dress, as coat, hat, -~; 
person who stands neutral, time-server, 
(orig. of party following Marquis of Hali¬ 
fax 1680-90); kinds of instrument for 
clipping etc.; piece of timber framed 
across opening (e.g. for hearth) to carry 
ends of the truncated joists. [-ER1] 

For other words in tri- see tri-. 
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trimm ing, n. In vbl senses, esp.: orna¬ 

mentation of lace etc. on dress etc.; (pi., 

colloq.) leg of mutton etc. <£• ~s (acces¬ 

sories). [-ING1] 

trine, a. &; n. 1. Threefold, triple, made up 
of three parts, whence trin'AL, trin'ARYl, 
aa.; ~ aspersion or immersion, thrice 
sprinkling in baptism; (astrol.) of a ~, in 
~. 2. n. (astrol.). Aspect of two planets 
120° apart; in ~, so related (to). [ME, f. 
OF trin(e) f. L trinus threefold (tres three)] 

tringle (tring'gl), n. Curtain-rod : support¬ 
ing rod for canopy of bedstead; (archit.) 
small square moulding or ornament; 
(gunnery) bar on traversing-platform to 
check recoil. [F, of unkn. orig.] 

trinitrotol'uene, -uSl, n. A high ex¬ 
plosive (abbr. T.N.T. or TNT), [f. tri-, 

NITR0-, TOLU, -ENE, -0L] 

trin'ity, n. 1. Being three; group of three; 
the T~, union of three persons (Father, 
Son, Holy Spirit) in one Godhead, doc¬ 
trine of this, whence TrinitAR'iAN(iSM) 
nn.; symbolical representation of the T~ 
in art. 2. ~ ring, kinds of ancient bronze 
ring with three bosses etc. found in 
Ireland; T~ Sunday, next after Whit¬ 
sunday; I! Brethren, members of T~ 
House, association concerned with licens¬ 
ing of pilots, erection and maintenance 
of lighthouses, etc.; II T~ term. [ME, f. 
OF trinite f. LL trinilalem f. trinus trine, 

see -ty] 

trink'et, n. Trifling ornament, jewel, etc., 
worn on the person; small fancy article. 
Hence ~RY(1, 5) n. [16th c., of unkn. 
orig. ] 

tri'o (-ed, -io), n. (pi. ~s). 1. (mus.). Com¬ 
position for three vocal or instrumental 
parts; set of three performers; second 
division of minuet, march, etc., orig. 
performed by ~ of instruments; piano ~, 
for violin, violoncello, & piano. 2. Set of 
three persons etc.; three aces, kings, 
queens, or knaves, in piquet. [F f. It., f. 
tre three, after duo] 

tri'ode, a. (Of radio valves) having 
three electrodes, [f. tri-+ (electr)ode] 

tri'ole (tre-), n. (mus.). = triplet, [dim. 
of trio ] 

tri'olet (or tre1), n. Poem of 8 (usu. 8- 
-syllabled) lines with rhymes as shown, 
first line recurring as fourth & seventh & 
second as eighth (cat dog bat cat fat hog 
cat dog). [F (-let)] 

Trion'es (-z), n. pi. = Charles’s wain. [L, 
= plough-oxen] 

trior. See trier. 

trip, v.i. & t. (-PP-), & n. 1. Walk or dance 
with quick light tread, (fig., of rhythm 
etc.) run lightly, whence ~p'ingLY2 adv. 
2. (arch.). Take journey or excursion, 
whence (in mod. use) || ~p,ER1 n., person 
who goes on a ~ esp. for a day to sea¬ 
side or other resort. 3. Make false step, 
stumble, (often over obstacle); make 
mistake, commit inconsistency or inac¬ 
curacy or moral delinquency, as caught 

him ~ping in his dales, all apt to ~; (of 
person or obstacle) cause (person) to 
stumble by entangling or suddenly 
arresting his feet (often up); detect (per¬ 
son) in blunder (often up). 4. (Naut.) 
loose (anchor) from bottom by means of 
cable, turn (yard etc.) from horizontal to 
vertical position; release (part of ma¬ 
chine) suddenly by withdrawing catch 
etc. 5. n. Journey, voyage, excursion 
esp. for pleasure, as round ~ (to a place 
& back), cheap to th e Riv iera. 6. Nimble 
step. 7. Stumble (lit. & fig.); ~ping or 
being~ped up. 8. The fish caught during 
a voyage. 9. -—hammer, kind of tilt1- 
-hammer. [ME, f. OF treper, trip(p)er, 
f. MDu. trippen skip, hop] 

tripabt'ite (or trlp^), a. Divided into 3 

parts; (bot., of leaf) divided into 3 seg¬ 
ments almost to the base; ~ indenture 
(with 3 corresponding parts or copies); 
made, existing, between 3 parties, as ~ 
treaty. Hence ~ly2 adv., trlpdrti'tlON n. 
[f. L TRi(partitus p.p. of partiri divide)] 

tripe, n. Principal part of stomach of ox 
etc. as food, as will stand anything hut ~ 
(arch. ft~); (now vulg., usu. pi.) entrails, 
belly; || (si.) inferior stuff, nonsense, easy 
bowling etc.; ~-de-roche (trep'derosh') 
[F, lit. rock-~ ], bitter nutritive vegetable 
substance obtained from some lichens & 
used at a pinch by hunters etc. as food; 
~'man, man who prepares & hawks ~. 
Hence trip'ERY(3) n. [ME, f. OF trip(p)e, 
of unkn. orig. ] 

tri'plane, n. Aeroplane with three planes. 
[TRI-, PLANE3] 

tri'ple, a., & v.t. &i. 1. Threefold, of three 
parts (often in comb., as ~-headed, 
-nerved)-, T~ Alliance, (I) between Eng¬ 
land, Sweden, & Netherlands, in 1668 
against Louis XIV, (2) between France, 
Great Britain, & Netherlands, in 1717 
chiefly against Spain, (3) between Ger¬ 
many, Austria, & Italy, in 1882-3 against 
Russia & France; ~ crown, pope’s tiara; 
T~ entente ; (mus.) ~ time (of 3 or 9 beats 
in bar). 2. vb. Increase (t. & i.) threefold; 
be three times as great or many as; alter 
(engine) to ~ expansion, [adj. (16th c.) 
F, or f. L triplus f. Gk triplous; vb (14th 
c.) f. LL triplare] 

trip'let, n. Set of three things; 3 verses 
rhyming together; (mus.) 3 notes per¬ 
formed in the time of two; each of 3 
children born at a birth; (naut.) 3 links 
of chain between cable & anchor-ring, 
[f. prec. +-et1, after doublet] 

trip'lex, a. & n. 1. Triple, threefold; 
~ glass (P; also ~) unsplinterable glass 
used in motor-cars etc., consisting of a 
transparent sheet of plastic material 
between two sheets of glass. 2. n. (mus.). 
Triple time; composition in throe parts. 
[L tri(plex -plicis f. plica.re fold)] 

triplicate1, a. & n. 1. Threefold, esp. 
of which three copies are made, as ~ 
certificate', ~ ratio of two numbers, ratio 
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of tlieir cubes. 2. n. Each of a set of 3 
copies or corresponding parts, state of 
being as document drawn up in —. 
[ME. f. L triplicare (triplex), -ate2] 

trip'licjate2, v.t. Treble, make triplicate. 
So ~A'TION, ~atURE, mi. [-ate31 

trip'lice (-cha), n. = triple alliance (3). 
[It., = triple] 

tripli'city, n. State of being triple. [ME, 
f. OF -ite or LL triplicitas (triplex, -ity)] 

trip'od, n. Stool, table, utensil, resting on 
three feet or legs, whence ~al a.; three- 
-legged stand for supporting camera 
etc.; (Gk ant.) bronze altar at Delphi 
on which priestess sat to utter oracles, 
imitation of this esp. as prize in Pythian 
games etc. [f. L tripus f. Gk Tiu(pous 
podos foot)] 

trip'oli, n. = rotten-stone, [f. T~ in 
Africa] 

II trip'os, n. (Camb. univ.). (List of suc¬ 
cessful candidates in) honours examina¬ 
tion. [as tripod, w. ref. to stool on which 
13.A. sat to deliver satirical speech at 
commencement] 

tripper. See trip. 
trip'tych (-Ik), n. Picture or carving on 
three panels side by side, set of three 
associated pictures so placed; set of three 
writing-tablets hinged or tied together; 
triangular plate on motor-car serving as 
a customs international pass. [f. tri- 
after diptych ] 

I! tripud'iate, v.i. (pedant.). Dance for 
joy; dance in triumph or contempt upon. 
[f. L tripudiare (tripudium a dance, perh. 
f. tri-, pes pedis foot), -ate3] 

triquet'ra, n. (pi. -ac). Symmetrical orna¬ 
ment of three interlaced arcs. [L, fern, 
of triqustrus) three-cornered] 

triquet'rous, a. Three-cornered, esp. 
(bot., of stem) having 3 acute angles. 
Hence ~ly 2 adv. [f. L as prec. + -ous ] 

trir'eme, n. Ancient esp. Greek warship 
with three banks of oars. [f. L tri(remis 
f. remvs oar)] 

Trisag'ion (-g-), n. Hymn esp. in Oriental 
Churches with triple invocation of God 
as holy. [f. Gk trisagios (tris thrice 
+ hagios holy)] 

trisect', v.t. Divide into three (usu. equal) 
parts. Hence trisec'tiON n. [f. tri-+L 
secare sect- cut] 

tris'mus (-z-), n. (path.). Lockjaw [mod. 
L, f. Gk trismos = trigmos a scream, 
grinding] 

trist'ful, a. (arch.). Sad. [obs. Irist adj. 
f. OP’ triste f. L tristis sad + -ful] 

trisyll'able, n. Word of three syllables, 

trisyllab'ic a., trisyllab'iCALLY adv. 

[f. TRI- -F SYLLABLE] 
tritag'onist, n. Third actor in Greek play 

(cf. deuteragonist), [f. Gk tritagonistes 
(tritos third + agonisles actor)] 

trite, a. (Of expression, sentiment, quota¬ 
tion, etc.) commonplace, hackneyed. 

worn out. Hence ~'LY2 adv., ~'ness n. 
[f. L terere trit- rub] 

tri'thelism, n. Doctrine that there are 
(esp. that P’ather, Son, & Ploly Spirit are) 
3 Gods. So ~ist n., ~is'tic(AL) aa. [tri-] 

trit'ium, n. (chem.). Heavy isotope of 
hydrogen with mass about three times 
that of ordinary hydrogen, cf. deuterium. 

[f. Gk tritos third + -ium ] 
Trit'on, n. (Gk myth.) son of Poseidon & 
Amphitrite, each of a race of minor sea- 
-gods usu. represented as men with fishes’ 
tails & occas. with forefeet of horse & 
carrying she! 1-trumpet; ~ among the 
minnows; (<~) kinds of gastropod & sala¬ 
mander. [L, f. Gk Triton] 

trit'ur|ate, v.t. Grind to fine pow¬ 
der; grind with molar teeth, masticate 
thoroughly. Hence or cogn. ~able a., 
~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. LL triturare f. L 
tritura rubbing, as trite, see -ure & -ate3] 

tri'umph, n., & v.i. 1. (Rom. ant.) 
procession & ceremony in honour of 
victory & victorious general; state of 
being victorious or successful, signal 
success, great achievement, thing that 
constitutes this, as returned home in ~, 
has achieved greed ~s, the of science, 
hai is a ~ of ugliness; joy at success, 
manifestation of this, exultation, as great 
teas his ~ on hearing etc., could detect no 
~ in his eye. 2. v.i. (Rom. ant.) enjoy a 
~; gain victory, be successful, prevail, 
(over enemy, opposition, etc.); exult (over 
fallen enemy etc., or abs.), whence 
~ingLY2 adv. [ME; n. f. OP’ triumphs f. 
L triumphus; vb f. OP’ triumpher f. L 
triumphare ] 

trium'phal, a. Of, used in, celebrating, 
a triumph, as ~ car, progress, hymn; ~ 
crown (Roman general’s laurel wreath); 
~ arch (built to commemorate victory 
etc.). [ME, f. OF, or L triumphalis (as 
prec., -al)] 

trium'phant, a. Victorious, successful; 
(of person, speech, voice, etc.) exulting. 
Hence ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF, or L 
triumphare (as prec., -ant2)] 

trium'vir, n. (pi. ~s, ~i). (Rom. ant.) 
each of three men united in office; (Rom. 
hist.) each member of first or second 
triumvirate. Hence ~al a. [L (trium, 
gen. of Ires three, +vir man)] 

trium'virate, n. Office of a triumvir; set 
of triumviri; (Rom. hist.) first ~, (coali¬ 
tion 60 B.c. between) Pompey, Julius 
Caesar, & Crassus, second ~, (that in 43 
b.c. between) Mark Antony, Octavian, & 
Lepidus; party, set, of three, [f. L trium- 
viratus (prec., see -ate1)] 

tri'une, a. Three in one, as ~ Godhead. 
Hence triun'iTY n. [f. tri- +L units one] 

triv'et, n. Iron tripod for holding cooking- 
-vessels by the fire; iron bracket designed 
to hook on to bars of grate for similar 
purposes; right (orig. = steady) as a ~, 

For other words in tri- see tri-. 
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(colloq.) all right (adj. & adv.), in good 
health or position or circumstances; ~ 
table (with three feet). [ME trevct, app. 
L L tri(pes pedis foot) three-footed 1 

triv'ia, n. pi. Trifles, trivialities [mod. L, 
see foil.] 

triv'ial, a. Of small value or importance, 
trifling, as ~ matters, a ~ loss (of some¬ 
thing ~), raised ~ objections; (of person) 
trifling, shallow, lacking ability or moral 
qualities; commonplace, humdrum, as 
the ~ round (of daily life etc.); (hot., 
zool., of name) popular, not scientific, 
also, specific opp. to generic. Hence or 
cogn. ~ism(2, 4), trivial'iTY, ~ness, nn., 
~ize(3) v.t., ~ly2 adv. [f. L trivialis 
commonplace f. tri(vium f. via road) place 
whore three ways meet, see -al] 

triv'ium, n. (hist.). (In medieval schools) 
the first three liberal arts, grammar, rhe¬ 
toric, & logic, [see prec. ] 

-trix, suf. forming fem. agent nn. corresp. 
to masc. nn. in -tor, f. L -trix -trieis, 
chiefly in legal terms (executrix, adminis¬ 
tratrix). 

troat, v.i., & n. (Make) cry of rutting 
buck. [cf. OF trout, trut, int. for urging 
on hunting dogs etc. ] 

troc'ar, n. (med.). Instrument used in 
dropsy etc. for withdrawing fluid from 
body. [f. F troquart, trois-quarts, trocart 
(trois three + carte side, face of instru¬ 
ment) ] 

trocha'xc (-k-), a. & n. 1. (Composed) of 
trochees, as ~ dimeter, TETRAmeter. 2. n. 

pi. ~ verse, [f. F (-ique) or L f. Gk 
trokhalkos (as trochee, see -ic) ] 

trOch'al (-k-), a. (zool.). Wheel-shaped. 
[f. Gk trokhos wheel (trekho run) + -al] 

trochan'ter (-k-), n. (anat., zool.). Each 
of several bony processes on upper part 
of thighbone; second joint of insect’s leg. 
[F, f. Gk trokhanter (trekho run)] 

troche (-k, -sh, -ch, trok'e), n. Small medi¬ 
cinal circular cake or lozenge, [back 
form. f. troches, pi. of obs. trochisk f. OF 
trochisque f. LL f. Gk trokhiskos dim. of 
trokhos wheel] 

troch'ee (-ki), n. Metrical foot — w. [f. L 
f. Gk trokhaios (pous) running foot (trekho 
run)] 

troch'iKus) (-k-), n. Kinds of small bird 
esp. (1) humming-bird, (2) bird mentioned 
by ancient writers as picking crocodile’s 
teeth, [f. L f. Gk trokhilos (trekho run)] 

troch'le|a (-k-), n. (anat.; pl.~ae). Pulley- 
-like part or arrangement. Hence ~arj 

(anat., bot.), ~ate2 (bot.), aa. [f. L 
trochlea pulley, f. Gk trokhileia] 

troch'oid (-k-), a. & n. 1. (Anat.) rotating 
on its own axis; (of curve) generated by a 
point in the plane of one curve that rolls 
on another; (conch.) top-shaped. 2. n. 
~ joint, ~ curve, kinds of gasteropod. 
Hence trochoid'AL (-k-) a. If. Gk trok- 
hoeides wheel-like (trochai., -oid)] 

trochom'eter (-k-), n. = hodometer, [as 
TKOCHAL + -METER] 

trod(den). See tread. 

tr6g'lodyt|e, n. Cave-dweller, esp. of pre¬ 
historic W. Europe (often attrib.); (fig.) 
hermit; kinds of wren & anthropoid ape. 
Hence or cogn. trOglodyt'ic(AX) aa., 
~tsm(2) n. [f. L (-ta) f. Gk troglodutcs 
(tragic cave +duo enter)] 

troih'a, n. (Vehicle with) team of three 
horses abreast. [ Russ. ] 

trois-temps (see Ap.), a. & n. ~ (waltz), 
waltz in ordinary time (cf. deox-temps). 

[F, = three-time] 
Troj'an, a. & n. (Inhabitant) of Troy; ~ 
War (between Greeks under Agamemnon 
& ~s under Priam); (fig.) person who 
works or fights or endures courageously, 
esp. like a ~. [orig. Troyan, Troian, f. L 
Troianus f. Troia Troy ] 

troll1, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Sing out in care¬ 
free spirit; fish for, fish in (water), fish, 
with rod & line & dead bait or with 
spoon-bait (~ing-spoon) drawn along 
behind boat; (arch.) cause (bottle) to 
circulate at table etc. 2. n. Reel of fish¬ 
ing-rod ; ~ing-spoon. [ME ‘ stroll, roll ’; 
cf. OF troller to quest, (M)HG trollen roll 

troll2, n. Supernatural being, giant or 
(later) friendly but mischievous dwarf, in 
Scandinavian mythology, [f. ON & Sw. 
troll. Da. trold] 

troll'ey (pi. ~s), troll'y, n. Kind of truck 
that can be tilted; || costormonger’s cart 
pushed by hand or drawn by donkey; 
II low truck worked by hand-lever along 
the rails for conveying railwaymen to 
work; (also ~-table) small table usu. on 
castors for use in serving food; apparatus 
consisting of wheel, pole, etc. used for 
collecting current in electric street-rail¬ 
way (|| ~ bus, trackless electric bus run¬ 
ning on a highway and collecting current 
from overhead ~-wires; *~-car, electric 
street-car); (also ~-lace) lace of which 
the pattern is outlined with thick thread, 
[of dial, orig., peril, f. troll1] 

troll'op, n. Slatternly woman; prosti¬ 
tute. Hence ~-ish 1, ~y2, aa. [peril, rel. to 
TROLL1, or TRULL] 

tuftin'ba, n. (mus.). Trumpet. [It.] 
trdm'bonje, n. Large musical instrument 

of trumpet family with sliding tube or 
with valves. Hence ~ist(3) n. [It. (as 
prec., see -oon)] 

tromm'el, n. (mining). Revolving cylin¬ 
drical sieve for cleaning ore. [G, = drum] 

tromom'eter, n. Instrument for measur¬ 
ing very slight earthquake shocks, [f. 
Gk tromos trembling + -meter] 

trompe, n. Apparatus for producing blast 
in furnace. [F, = trump1] 

troop, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Assembled com¬ 
pany, assemblage of persons or animals, 
as a ~ of school-children, of antelopes, 
surrounded by ~s of friends; (pi.) soldiers, 
as lost a third of his ~s, household ~s; 
cavalry unit consisting of usu. 60 troopers 
with two lieutenants & captain (cf. com¬ 
pany), command of this (get one’s ~, bo 
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promoted captain); unit of artillery & 
armoured formation; particular call of 
drum as signal for marching; company of 
performers, troupe; ~-carrier, large air¬ 
craft for transporting~s ;~-horse, cavalry 
horse; ~'ship, transport. 2. vb. Assem¬ 
ble, flock together, (often up, together, 
etc.); move along in a ~ (along, in, out, 
etc.); (w. pi. subject) walk hurriedly off, 
away; form (regiment) into ~s; || ~ing the 
colour, ceremony at public mounting of 
garrison guards, [f. F troupe f. med. L 
troppus flock, of Gmc orig. ] 

troop'er, n. Horse-soldier, private soldier 
in cavalry and armoured unit; swear like 
a ~ (much); cavalry horse; troopship. 
[-ER1] 

tropae'olum, n. Indian cress, kinds of 
trailing plant with spurred yellow or 
scarlet flowers including nasturtium (2nd 
sense), [mod. L f. Gk tropaion trophy, 

w. ref. to likeness of flower & leaf to 
helmet & shield] 

trope, n. Figurative (e.g. metaphorical, 
ironical) use of a word; (eccl.) phrase or 
verse introduced as embellishment into 
some part of the mass. [f. L f. Gk tropos 
turn, way, trope, (trepo turn)] 

troph'ic, a. Concerned with nutrition, as 
~ nerves, [f. Gk trophikos (trophe nourish¬ 
ment f. trepho nourish + -ic) ] 

tropho-, comb, form of Gk trophe food, 
as ~neuros'is, defective nutrition due to 
nervous derangement, 

troph'ly, n. (Gk ant.) arms etc. of van¬ 
quished enemy set up on field of battle or 
elsewhere to commemorate victory; Ro¬ 
man memorial of victory in imitation of 
this but usu. permanent; anything, e.g. 
captured standard, kept as memorial of 
victory (lit. & fig.); prize; memento; 
ornamental group of symbolic or typical 
objects arranged on wall etc. Hence 
(-)~iED2 (-id) a. [f. F tropMe f. L f. Gk 
tropaion (trope rout f. trepo turn)] 

trop'Ic, n. & a. 1. Parallel of latitude 
23° 27' north (~ of Cancer) or south (~ of 
Capricorn) of the equator; the ~s, region 
between these; each of the two corre¬ 
sponding circles on celestial sphere where 
sun appears to turn after reaching greatest 
declination; bird, kinds of bird like 
tern seen usu. in the ~s. 2. adj. = foil, 
exc. last sense. [ME, f. L f. Gk tropikos 
(kuklos) tropic (circle) f. trope turning, 
solstice, (trepo turn), see -ic] 

trop'Ical, a. Of, peculiar to, suggestive of, 
the tropics, as ~ plants, diseases, heat, 
abscess (of liver, induced by residence in 
hot climate); ~ year (between two succes¬ 
sive passages of sun through same equi¬ 
nox); (fig.) fervid, passionate; [f. trope] 

figurative. Hence ~ly2 adv. [-AL] 
tropicopol'itan, a. & n. (Animal, plant) 
confined & common to the tropics, [f. 
tropic on cosmopolitan] 

tropol'ogy, n. Figurative use of words; 
figurative interpretation esp. of the Scrip¬ 

tures, so trop,iST(2)n. Hence tropolo'gi- 
cal a., tropolo'gicalLY2 adv. [f. LL f. 
Gk tropologia (trope, -loc;y) ] 

trop'opause (-z), n. Narrow layer between 
troposphere & stratosphere. [f. Gk 
tropos turn_+pause] 

trop'osphere, n. Layer of atmospheric 
air extending about seven miles upwards 
from the earth’s surface, in which tem¬ 
perature falls with height (cf. strato¬ 

sphere). [f. Gk tropos turn + sphere] 

triipp'o, adv. (mus.). Too, as andante etc. 
ma non ~ (but not too much so). [It. ] 

trot, v.i. & t. (-tt-), & n. 1. (Of horses etc.) 
proceed at steady pace faster than walk 
lifting each diagonal pair of legs alter¬ 
nately with brief intervals during which 
body is unsupported; cause (horse etc.) 
to do this; (of person) run at moderate 
pace esp. with short strides (often along 
etc.); perform (distance) by ~ting; bring 
(person, horse, etc.) to specified condition 
by ~ting, as ~ted him off his legs, to death; 
~ out, cause (horse) to ~ to show his 
paces, (fig.) produce, introduce, (person, 
thing, superior information, subject) to 
excite admiration. 2. n. Action, exercise, 
of ~ting, as proceeded ata~, went for a ~; 
(fig.) brisk steady movement or occupa¬ 
tion, as kept him on the ~ (busy); II toddling 
child. [ME, f. OF troter; n. f. OF trot] 

troth, n. (arch.). Truth, esp. (m)~, truly, 
upon my word; plight one’s ~, pledge 
one’s word esp. in betrothal. [ME trowthe, 
for OE treowth truth] 

trott'er, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
horse of special breed noted for trotting; 
(pi.) animal’s feet used as food, as pigs’, 
sheep’s, ~s; (joc.) human foot, [trot, 

-er1] 

trtSttoir' (-twahr), n. Side pavement. [F] 
trot'yl, n. (cliem.). Trinitrotoluene. 

[(trini)trot(oluene) + -YL] 
trou'badour (-do-, -oor), n. Lyric poet of 
a class originating in Provence (cf. trou- 
vkRE) in 11th c. [F, f. Pr. trobador f. 
trobar (F trouver) find, invent, compose in 
verse ] 

trou'ble (trflb-), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Agitate, 
disturb, be disturbed or worried, as ~c2 
waters, don’t let it ~ you, don’t ~ about it, 
has been ~<Z about or with money matters, a 
~d countenance; afflict, as am with 
neuralgia, how long has it been troubling 
you?; subject, be subjected, to incon¬ 
venience or exertion (chiefly in polite 
formulas), as may 7 ~ you to shut the door?, 
to mind your own business?, will ~ you for 
(to pass) the mustard, sorry to ~ you, don’t 
~ (to explain etc., or abs.), why should I 
~ (myself) to explain? 2. n. Vexation, 
affliction, as has been through much till 
this great ~ came upon them, life is full 
of small ~s; disease, as liver, digestive, 
~s; inconvenience, unpleasant exertion, 
source of this, as did it to spare you ~, 
shall not put you to any ~ in thematter, fear 
the child is a great ~ to you, will never lake 



troublesome 1395 truck 

the ~ to write, is incapable of taking ~, an 
omelette is no ~ (to make), French beans 
are a great ~ to prepare, (as polite formula) 
no ~ (at all)-, ask or look for ~ (colloq.), 
meddle, be rash, etc.; be in, get into, ~, 
incur censure, punishment, etc.; (mining) 
small fault; *~-shooter (colloq.), man 
employed to detect and correct (esp. 
mechanical) faults. [ME, f. OF trubler 
etc., f. Rom. *turbulare f. *turbulus — cl. 
L turbidus; n. f. OF truble (f. vb)] 

trou'blesome (trfibls-), a. (Of person or 
thing) causing trouble, vexatious. Hence 
~LY2 adv., '—'NESS n. [-SOME] 

trou'blous (trtib-), a. (arch.). Full of 
troubles, agitated, disturbed, as ~ times. 
[ME, f. OF troubleus (trouble, -ous)] 

trough (-<5f, -awf, -Of), n. Long narrow 
open wooden or other receptacle for hold¬ 
ing water or food for sheep etc., knead¬ 
ing dough, washing ore, etc.; wooden 
or other channel for conveying liquid; ~ 
of the sea, hollow between two waves; 
~ of barometric depression, line of greatest 
depression in area of moving barometric 
pressure. [OE, OS, ON trog, OHG troc, t. 
Gmc *trugaz, cogn. w. thee] 

trounce, v.t. Beat severely, castigate, 
(lit. & fig.). Hence troun'cixo1 n. [16th 

' c. * afflict ’, of unkn. orig. ] 
trouple (-00-), n. Company of actors, 
acrobats, etc. Hence ~'er1 n., member 
of a theatrical ~e. [F, see troop] 

trous'er (-z-), n. (PI., also pair of ~s) 
two-legged outer garment reaching from 
waist to ankles; (vulg.) pair of ~s, as here, 
again, is a smart & dressy ~; ~-button (of 
certain sizes & materials); ~ or ~.s pocket 
(esp. as holding one’s money, or hands 
when idle); —stretcher, apparatus for 
stretching ~s to preserve shape; early 
19th-c. woman’s long frilled drawers 
reaching to ankles. Hence ~ed2 (-zerd) a., 
~ing1(3) n. [extended pi. form, after 
drawers, of arch, trovse sing., f. Ir. 
(& Sc. Gael.) triubhas trews] 

trousseau (trdoso', troo'so), n. (pi. ~s, or 
pr. -z). Bride’s outfit of clothes etc. 

[F, lit. bundle, dim. of trousse truss] 

trout, n. (pi. usu. same), & v.i. 1. Kinds 
of freshwater fish esteemed as food & 
game; ~-coloured, (of white horse) 
speckled with black, bay, or sorrel. 2. v.i. 
Fish for —. Hence ~'let, ~'ling1, nn., 
~'y2 a. [OE trvhl f. LL tructa] 

trouvaille (see Ap.), n. Lucky find, wind¬ 
fall. [F] 

trouv4re (troovar'), n. Epic poet of a class 
originating in N. France (cf. troubadour) 

in 11th c. [OF nom. form (acc. troveor) 
used as equivalent of Pr. (acc.) trobador, 
see TROUBADOUR] 

trove. See treasure. 

trov'er, n. (law). Acquisition of personal 
property; common-law action to recover 
value of personal property wrongfully 
taken or detained. [OF = find (-er4)] 

II trow (-6, -ow), v.t. (arch.). Think, be¬ 

lieve ; (added to question) what ails him, 
(I) ~ (I wonder)? [OE truwian (truwa 
faith), treowian (treowe faith)] 

trow'el, n., & v.t. (-11-). 1. Mason’s or 
bricklayer’s flat-bladed tool for spreading 
mortar etc.; lay it on with a~, (fig.) flatter 
grossly; gardener’s scoop for lifting 
plants etc. 2. v.t. Apply (plastor etc.) 
dress (wall etc.), with [ME, f. OF 
truele f. med. L truella f. L trulla dim. of 
trua ladle etc. ] 

troy, n. (Also ~ weight) system of weights 
used for gold & silver (cf. avoirdupois), as 
weighs 3 lb. 5 os ~ pound contains 12 oz, 
5760 grains. [ME, prob. f. Troyes, town in 
France] 

tru'ant (-do-), n., a., & v.i. 1. One who 
absents himself from place of work, 
esp. child who stays away from school 
without leave; play ~, stay away thus; 
—school (hist.), industrial school for ~ 
children. 2. adj. (Of person, conduct, 
character, thoughts, etc.) shirking, idle, 
loitering, wandering. 3. v.i. Play ~. 
Hence tru'ANCY n., ~ly2 adv., (-do-). 
[ME & OF, prob. f. Celt. (YV iruan, Gael. 
truaghan, wretched)] 

truce (-do-), n. (Agreement for) temporary 
cessation of hostilities (flag 4 of ~); 
respite from pain etc., rest from work 
etc. (a ~ to —, arch., demand that — 
shall cease); ~ of God (hist.), suspension 
of private feuds esp. during certain 
church festivals etc. Hence ~'LES3 a., 
tru'ciAL (-ooshl) a., of or bound by a~ 
(only in ref. to ~ of 1835 between Britain 
& certain Sheikhs of Oman Peninsula, as 
in trucial chiefs). [ME trewes, pi. of trewe, 
f. OE treow (Goth, triggwa) compact, 
faith, see true] 

truck1, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Make an ex¬ 
change, trade, bargain, (with person for 
thing); exchange (thing for another); 
hawk (wares) about. 2. n. Exchange, 
barter, traffic, (have no ~ with, avoid 
dealing with); small wares; ‘market- 
-garden produce; (colloq.) rubbish, (fig.) 
nonsense, as shall stand no ~ ; (hist.; also 
~ system, tommy) practice of paying work¬ 
men in goods instead of money or in 
money on the understanding that they 
will buy provisions etc. of their employers, 
T~ Acts (of 1831 & 1870, providing for 
suppression of or inquiry into ~ system), 
~ shop (conducted on ~ system). [ME, f. 
OF trogucr, — med. L trocare; n. f. AF 
truk, OF troque (f. troquer)] 

truck2, n., & v.t. 1. Strong usu. four or 
six wheeled vehicle for heavy goods; 
II open railway wagon; motor vehicle for 
transporting goods, troops, etc.; porter’s 
two, three, or four, wheeled barrow for 
luggage at railway station etc.; set of 
wheels in framework for supporting 
whole or part of railway-carriage etc.; 
(naut.) wooden disc at top of mast with 
holes for halyards; (now rare) small tire¬ 
less wheel; ~-bolster, crossbeam on car— 
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supporting one end. 2. v.t. Convey on ~. 
Hence ~'aqe(3, 4) n. [f. L f. Gk trokhos 
wheel; or short for truckle in sense 
‘ wheel, pulley ’ ] 

truc'kle, v.i., & n. 1. Submit obsequi¬ 
ously, cringe, (to), whence truck/lER* n. 
2. n. (Usu. ~-bed) low bed on wheels that 
may be wheeled under another, esp. as 
formerly used by servants etc. [ME = 
AF trocle f. L trochlea ; vb f. (to sleep in 
a) truckle-bed] 

truc'ul|ent (or trdo-), a. Of or showing 
bellicose aggressive merciless temper. 
Hence or cogn. ~ence, ~ency, nn., 
~entLY2 adv. [f. L truculentus (trux trucis 
fierce, see -lent)] 

trudge, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Walk esp. labori¬ 
ously, perform (distance) thus. 2. n. Such 
walk. [10th c., of unkn. orig.] 

trudg'en, n. ~ (stroke), swimming with 
alternate right & left over-arm strokes & 
ordinary leg action. [J. T~, person ] 

true (-do), a., adv., & v.t. 1. In accordance 
with fact or reality, not false or erroneous, 
as his story is ~, that is only too ~, is it ~ 
that he refused?; a dream came ~ (was 
realized in fact); (as formula of conces¬ 
sion), ~, it would cost more. 2. In accord¬ 
ance with reason or correct principles 
or received standard, rightly so called, 
genuine, not spurious or hybrid or 
counterfeit or merely apparent, having 
all the attributes implied in the name, as 
ccmld not form a ~ judgement, frog is not a 
~ reptile, is a ~ benefactor, the ~ heir, ~ 
ribs (complete, articulating with breast¬ 
bone, not floating), ~ horizon. 3. Accur¬ 
ately conforming to (type etc.). 4. (Of 
voice) in perfect tune. 5. Loyal, constant, 
adhering faithfully, (to one’s word, friend, 
oneself, etc.; often ~ as steel). 6. (Of 
wheel, post, beam, etc.) in correct position, 
balanced or upright or level. 7. (arch.). 
Not given to lying, veracious; honest, as 
~ men. 8. ~ bill, bill of indictment en¬ 
dorsed by grand jury as being sustained 
by evidence; ~-blue a. & n., (person) of 
uncompromising principles or loyalty; 
•—-born, of genuine birth, truly such by 
birth, as a — -born Englishman; —-bred, of 
genuine or good breed; <■—heartsd(ness); 
—-love, person truly loved or loving, 
sweetheart, plant with four leaves 
arranged like <—love(r’s) knot (kind of 
double knot with interlacing bows on 
each side); penny (arch.), honest fellow. 
9. adv. Truly (rare exc. w. certain vbs, as 
tell me, aim, breed, ~). 10. v.t. Bring 
(tool, wheel, frame, etc.) into exact posi¬ 
tion or form required. Hence ~'ness n. 
(rare). [OE treowe, OS, OHG triuwi, 
ON tryggr, Goth, triggws, f. n. repr. by 
OE treow f. Gmc *triww-, see TRUCE] 

truf'fl|e (or trdo-), n. Subterranean fun¬ 
gus used for seasoning dishes. Hence 
~ed2 (-Id) a. [prob. f. MDu. truffel, f. obs. 
F truffel (mod. truffe)] 

II trug, n. Wooden milk-pan; shallow gar¬ 

trumpet 

den basket made of wood strips, [perh. 

dial. var. of trough] 

tru'ism (-do-), n. A self-evident or indis¬ 
putable truth; proposition that states 
nothing not already implied in one of its 
terms (e.g. I don’t like my tea too hot = I 
don’t like it hotter than I like it); hackneyed 
truth, platitude, [f. true + -ISM] 

trull, n. (arch.). Prostitute. [16th c., 
= G trulle, TROLLOP] 

tru'ly (-do-), adv. Sincerely, genuinely, as 
am — grateful, a — alarming state of affairs, 
a — courageous act; (as purely neutral 
formula for closing letter) yours (very) — 
W. Jones, (hence, joc.) won’t do for yours 
— (me); (usu. parenthet., & now chiefly 
literary or arch.) really, indeed, as~, I 
should be puzzled to say; faithfully, loyally, 
as has served him —; accurately, truth¬ 
fully, as it has been — stated, is not — 
represented. [OE treowlice (true, -ly2)] 

trumeau (trdbmo'), n. (archit.; pi. —x). 
Piece of wall, pillar, between two open¬ 
ings, e.g. pillar dividing large doorway. 
[F] 

trump*, n. (arch., poet.). Trumpet, its 
sound, as last —, ~ of doom. [ME & OF 
trompe, of Gmc. orig.] 

trump2, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Each card of a 
suit temporarily ranking above others, as 
a call for —s (conventional signal to part¬ 
ner to lead ~s); ~ card, card turned up to 
determine which suit shall be ~s, any 
card of this suit, (fig.) valuable resource; 
(colloq.) person of admirable courage, re¬ 
source, generosity, etc., excellent fellow; 
put person to his —s, (fig.) reduce him to 
his last resources; turn up —s (colloq.), 
turn out better than was expected, (also) 
have a stroke of luck. 2. vb. Defeat (card) 
with a~, play a~ (also fig.); ~ up, fabri¬ 
cate, forge, (story, excuses, etc.), [cor¬ 
rupt. f. triumph in same (now obs.) sense] 

trump'ery, n. & a. 1. Worthless finery; 
rubbish; nonsense. 2. adj. Showy but 
worthless, delusive, shallow, as ~ furni¬ 
ture, arguments. [ME, f. OF tromperie 
(tromper deceive, -ery)] 

trump'et, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Wind instru¬ 
ment of brass, the developed orchestral 
form having valves (occas. slides) in¬ 
creasing the sounding length of the tube 
& thus giving extra harmonic series, so 
making all notes instantaneously avail¬ 
able ; reed-stop in organ imitating this; 
trumpeter, esp. (hist.) one sent as envoy; 
EAR, SPEAKING, —; —shaped thing e.g. 
kind of funnel; sound (as) of ~; feast of 
—s, Jewish festival celebrating beginning 
of year; flourish2 of —s; blow 1 one’s own 
~. 2. -—call, call by sound of ~, (fig.) 
urgent summons to action; —conch, 
-shell, sea—kinds of gasteropod with 
turreted shell; ~-flower, -leaf, kinds of 
plant with —shaped flowers, leaves; 
~ major, head trumpeter of cavalry 
regiment. 3. vb. Proclaim (as) by souud 
of ~ (usu. fig., = celebrate), blow (of 
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elephant etc.) make loud sound as of 
[ME, f. OF trompete dim. as trump1] 

trump'eter, n. 1. One who sounds a 
trumpet, esp. cavalry soldier giving 
signals with trumpet (be one’s own ~, 
= blow1 one’s own trumpet). 2. Kind of 
domestic pigeon with peculiar coo, other 
birds making trumpetlike sound, esp. 
(also ~ swan) a large N.-Amer. swan. [f. 
prec. +-ER1, or F trompeteur] 

trunc'al, a. Of the trunk of a body or 
tree. [f. L truncus trunk + -al] 

trunc'late, v.t., & a. 1. Cut the top or 
end from (tree, body, cone, pyramid, 
fig. quoted passage etc.); (cryst.) re¬ 
place (edge) by plane. 2. adj. ~ated, 
(bot., zool., of leaf, feather, etc.) ending 
abruptly as if cut off at tip, whence 
~ateLY2 adv. So ~a'tion, ~atuRE (zool.), 
nn. [f. L truncare (trunk), -ate2- 3] 

trun'cheon (-shn), n. || Short club or 
cudgel e.g. that carried by policeman; 
baton, staff of authority, esp. (her.) that 
of Earl Marshal. [ME, f. OF tronchon 
stump f. Rom. *truncionem f. L truncus 
trunk] 

trun'dle, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Small broad 
wheel, e.g. castor; small wheel with 
cylindrical teeth; low-wheeled truck; 
(also —bed)=truckle-bed-, head of lower 
drum of double capstan. 2. vb. Roll (t. 
& i., of hoop, truck, etc., often along, 
down, etc.); (si.) bowl at cricket; hence 
trund'lER1 n. (esp., si., bowler), [var. of 
obs. or dial, trendle, trindle, OE trendel 
circle, see trend ] 

trunk, n., & v.t. 1. Main body of tree opp. 
to branches & roots; human or animal’s 
body without head & limbs & tail; main 
part of any structure. 2. (Also ~-line) 
main line of railway or canal, telephone 
main line (esp. of lines from town to 
town). 3. Large box with hinged lid, often 
covered with leather, for carrying clothes 
etc. on journey. 4. Kinds of shaft, con¬ 
duit, or trough, usu. rectangular & of 
wood, for ventilation, separation of ores, 
etc. 5. Open cylinder used instead of 
piston-rod in some marine & other 
engines (~-engines). 6. Proboscis esp. of 
elephant. 7. pi. (Also~ hose) 16th-17th-c. 
breeches from waist to middle of thigh. 
8. ||'—call, telephone call on —line wdth 
charges according to distance; ~ drawers, 
drawers reaching only to knees; ~-naiZ, 
nail with largo ornamental head for ~, 
coffin, etc.; ~-road, main road. Hence 
~'ful n., ~'less a. 9. v.t. Separate (ore) 
by use of [ME, f. OF tronct. L truncus ] 

trunn'ion (-yon), n. Supporting cylin¬ 
drical projection on each side of cannon 
or mortar; hollow gudgeon supporting 
cylinder in steam-engine & giving passage 
to steam. Hence ~ed2 (-yond) a. [f. F 
trognon core, stump] 

truss, v.t., & n. 1. Support (roof, bridge, 
etc.) with ~ (see below). 2. Fasten (wings 
of fowl etc.), fasten wings etc. of (fowl 

trust 

etc.), before cooking, tie arms of (person) 
to his sides; (arch.) fasten, tighten, (gar¬ 
ment, usu. up), hang (criminal, usu. up), 
(of haw'k etc.) seize (bird). 3. n. Support¬ 
ing structure or framework of roof, bridge, 
etc., e.g. pair of rafters with tie-beam, 
king-post, & struts (~-bridge etc., so 
strengthened). 4. Bundle of old (5G lb.) or 
new (60 lb.) hay or (36 lb.) straw. 5. Com¬ 
pact terminal flower-cluster. 6. Largo 
corbel supporting monument etc. 7. 
(naut.). Heavy iron fitting securing lower 
yards to mast. 8. (surg.). Padded belt or 
encircling spring used in rupture. [ME; 
vb f. OF trusser (mod. trousser); n. f. OF 
trusse (mod. trousse)] 

trust, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Firm belief in the 
honesty, veracity, justice, strength, etc., 
of a person or thing, as our ~ is in God, 
I repose considerable ~ in him, put no ~ in 
him; confident expectation (that). 2. Per¬ 
son, thing, confided in, as he is our sole ~. 
3. Reliance on truth of statement etc. 
without examination, as lakes everything 
on ~. 4. Commercial credit, as supplied 
with goods on 5. Responsibility arising 
from confidence reposed in one, as am in 
a position of ~. 6. (law). Confidence 
reposed in person by making him nominal 
owner of property to be used for another’s 
benefit; right of the latter to benefit by 
such property; property so held, legal 
relation between holder & property so 
held, as have accepted a ~, the property is 
merely a ~, is held in ~, (attrib.) -—money. 
7. Thing, person committed to one’s 
care, resulting obligation, as would not 
desert his ~, have fulfilled my ~. 8. (com- 
merc.). Organized association of several 
companies for purpose of defeating com¬ 
petition etc., the shareholders in each 
transferring all or most of the stock to 
central committee & losing their voting 
power while remaining entitled to profits. 
9. brains T~; -—deed, deed by debtor 
conveying property to trustee for pay¬ 
ment of his debts, deed conveying pro¬ 
perty to creditor to sell & pay himself & 
restore the residue, any instrument of 
conveyance that creates a ~. 10. vb. 
Place ~ in, believe in, rely on the character 
or behaviour of, as have never him, if 
we may ~ this account, do not ~ him until 
(let him use) your typewriter, cat cannot 
be ~ed with (will steal) milk, would ~ him 
with untold gold, whence ~'IngLY2 adv. 
11. Consign (thing to person etc.), place 
or leave (thing with person etc., in place 
etc.), without misgiving. 12. Allow credit 
to (customer for goods). 13. Entertain 
an earnest or (rarely) confident hope, as 
I ~ he is not hurt( t), I ~ to hear better news. 
14. 1 ’lace reliance in; ~ to, place (esp. 
undue) reliance on, as we mvst~ to meeting 
someone who knows, does not do to ~ to 
memory for these things. [ME trosle, 
truste; n. f. ON traust (traustr strong); vb 
f. ON treysia, w. assim. to n.] 
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trustee', n. Person who holds property in 
trust for another (|| the Pxiblic T~, State 
official charged, since 190S, with executing 
wills & trusts when invited); each of a 
body of men, often elective, managing 
affairs of college etc. Hence ~sinp n. 
[-EE ] 

trust'ful, a. Full of trust, confiding. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [-FUL] 

trust'worthly (-didhl), a. Worthy of 
trust, reliable. Hence ~1NESS n. 

trus'tly, a. & n. 1. (Chiefly arch.) trust¬ 
worthy, as ~2/ steed, sword, servant, whence 
~ily2 adv., ~ixESS n.; ‘trustful. 2. n. 
Well-behaved & privileged convict. [ME ; 
-Y2] 

truth (-00-), n. (pi. pr. -dhz). Quality, 
state, of being true or accurate or honest 
or sincere or loyal or accurately shaped or 
adjusted, as the ~ of the rumour is doubted, 
there is ~ in what he says, may depend on 
his wheel is out o/~; what is true, as 
have told you the (whole) ~, the ~ is that I 
forgot, am a lover of ~ (or personified), 
fundamental ~s, home ~s (unpalatable 
facts about oneself), god *’s ~, gospel ~, 
balf-~; in ~ (literary), of a ~ (arch.), 
truly, really; to tell the ~, ~ to tell, 
formulas introducing confession. [OE 
treou th (as true, see -th1)] 

truth'ful (-doth-), a. Habitually speaking 
truth, veracious; (of tale etc.) true. H cuce 
~LY2 adv., ~NESS n. [-FUL] 

truth'less (-doth-), a. (Of statement) 
false; (of person) faithless, not adhering 
to promise etc. Hence ~ness n. [-less] 

try, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Test (quality), test 
the qualities of (person, thing), by experi¬ 
ment, subject (person etc.) to suffering or 
hard treatment (as if) for this purpose 
(whence ~'ing2 a., —'ingLY2 adv.), as 
~ (the effect of) soap <(b wafer, ~ (buy) 
our ginger ale, did. you ever ~ quinine (as 
cure) for it?, (strength of) rope must be 
tried before it is used, each machine is tried 
before it leaves the shops, ~ your hand 
(skill) at, this will ~ his coverage, palierue 
has been sorely tried, should not ~ your 
eyes with that small print. 2. Make experi¬ 
ment in order to find out, as ~ how far 
you can throw, let us ~ which takes longest, 
whether it will break', ~ conclusions, a 
fall2. 3. Investigate (case, issue) judici¬ 
ally, subject (person) to trial (for murder 
etc., also for bis life). 4. Settle (question, 
disputed point) by examination or experi¬ 
ment. 5. Attempt to achieve or perform, 
as tried a jump fell, better ~ something 
easier; attempt, endeavour, (to do or abs.; 
colioq. often & do, seldom after neg. or 
quasi-neg, & never after past tense), as 
do ~ to (or <&) allend, must ~ to (or <£•) get 
it finished tonight., if at first you don’t 
succeed ~, ~, ~ again, no use ~ing to 
persuade him, don’t ~ to (rarely &) 
palliate it, have often tried to mend it. 
6. (Also ~ up) dress (roughly-planed 
board) with ~ing -plane to give fine sur- 

tub 

face. 7. (Also ~ out) purify (metal, fat, 
oil) by melting or boiling. 8. ~ back, 
= hark (intr.) back, lit. & fig.; ~ for, 
apply or compete for (appointment etc.); 
~ on, put (clothes etc.) on to test fit, begin 
(it, one’s games, tricks, etc., often with 
person) experimentally to see how much 
will be tolerated, as no use~ing it on with 
me; ~Lon n. (colioq.), an attempt to 
deceive; ~ out, put to the test, test 
thoroughly; ~-out n., experimental trial, 
test of popularity etc. (he gave the play a 
~-out at Brighton). 9. ~'sail (-si), small 
fore-&-aft sail set with gaff in heavy 
weather on mainmast or foremast or 
supplementary mast instead of mainsail 
or foresail [f. obs. naut. sense of vb, = lie 
to]; (ing)-squa.re, carpenter’s square 
usu. with one wooden & one metal limb; 
~ -works, apparatus for ~ing blubber. 
10. n. Attempt (colioq.), as have (make) 
a~ at it, for it, to catch it; (rugby footb.) 
touching-down of ball by player behind 
adversaries’ goal-line. [ME ‘separate, dis¬ 
tinguish, etc.’ f. OF trier of unkn. orig.] 

tryp'anosome, n. Kinds of blood- 
-parasite some of which cause sleepiug- 
-sicknes3 & other diseases. [f. Gk 
trupanon auger, soma body] 

tryp'sin, n. Chief digestive ferment of the 
pancreatic juice, [f. Gk tripsis friction 
(because first obtained by rubbing down 
the pancreas with glycerin) + -in ] 

tryst, n., & v.t. & i. (arch.). 1. Appointed 
meeting, appointment, as keep, break, 
2. vb. Engage to meet (person), appoint 
(time, place) for meeting; make a ~. 
[ME, = obs. triste f. OF triste appointed 
station in hunting, of obso. hist.] 

tsam'ba, n. Parched barley-meal. [Tibe¬ 
tan] 

tsar etc. Usu. modern form of czar etc. 
tset'se, n. African fly whose bite is often 
fatal to horses, cattle, dogs, etc. [native] 

tsuna'mi (tsdbnah'nn), n. Sea wave 
caused by disturbance of ocean floor or 
seismic movement. [Jap. ] 

tuan (tdoahn'), n. Lord, master (title cf 
respect given by Malayans to Europeans). 
[Malay tuan, tuwan] 

tuata'ra (tdoatah'ra), n. Large iguaua- 
like reptile, peculiar to New Zealand, 
having a dorsal row of yellow spines. 
[Maori, = spine on the back] 

tub, n., & v.t. & i. ( bb-). 1. Open wooden 
usu. round vessel of staves held together 
by hoops used for washing (wash—) or 
holding butter, liquids, etc. (let every ~ 
stand on its oxen bottom, everyone look to 
himself); varying measure of capacity for 
butter, com, tea, etc. 2. Sponge-bath, 
(colioq.) bath of any kind, bath taken in 
this, as jumped into his ~, seldom has a ~, 
a cold ~ would do him good. 3. (mining). 
Kinds of bucket or box for conveying 
ore, coal, etc. 4. Clumsy slow boat 
(derog.); boat used for practice rowing, 
as ~-pair, -eight, etc. (for so many oars- 
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men). 5. ~-thumper, ranting preacher or 
orator, so ~-thumping a. & n.; ~-wheel, 
bowl-shaped water-wheel, rotating drum 
for washing skins etc. in. Hence ~'ful n. 
6. vb. Bathe (t. & i.) in plant in 
row in ~, coach (oarsman, -men) in ~- 
-pair; (mining) line (shaft) with wood or 
iron casing. Hence ~b'iNG1(l, 2) n. [ME 
tubbe = MDu., MLG tubbe, tobbe] 

tub'a, n. Bass brass instrument of various 
sizes & pitches; an organ reed-stop. [L, 
= trumpet] 

tubb'ly, a. Tub-shaped, fat & round, 
corpulent, so ~ISH1 a.; (of musical instru¬ 
ment) sounding dull, lacking resonance. 
[-Y1] 

tube, n., & v.t. 1. Long hollow cylinder 
esp. for conveying or holding liquids etc.; 
cylinder of thin flexible metal with screw 
cap for holding paint etc. (~ colours, kept 
in ~s). 2. Main body of wind instrument. 
3. (anat.). Hollow ~-shaped organ, esp. 
one conveying air, as bronchial ~, whence 
tub'AL, tub'AR1, aa. 4. ‘Thermionic 
valve. 5. || Each of several tubular 
electric railways in London. 6. Crookes’s 
~, vacuum ~ for showing certain pheno¬ 
mena connected with gases; pneumatic ~ 
(for pneumatic dispatch); test1—; — 
-flower, ornamental E.-Ind. shrub of 
vervain family; -—shell, kinds of bivalve 
forming shelly ~; ~-well, iron pipe with 
sharp point & perforations at bottom for 
getting water from underground. 7. v.t. 
Furnish with, enclose in, ~ or ~s; 
horse (that has had a metallic ~ inserted 
in the air-passage). Hence tub'ixa U2) n. 
[F, or f. L tubus] 

tub'er, n. Short thick part of an under¬ 
ground stem covered with modified buds, 
e.g. potato, artichoke, whence ~iF'Eitous, 
~iroRM, aa.; kinds of underground 
fungus, truffle; (anat.) swelling part, 
prominence. [L, = bump, tumour] 

tub'ercl|e, n. Small rounded projection 
esp. of bone; small granular tumour or 
nodule formed within the substance of 
an organ tending to degeneration & (in 
lungs etc.) to production of pulmonary 
consumption etc.; (bot.) wartlike excre¬ 
scence, small tuber. Hence ~ed2 (-Id), 
tuberc'ulAR1, tubfjrc'ulATE2, aa.,tuber- 
c'uliN n., liquid prepared from cultures 
of ~e bacillus, used esp. as a test for 
tuberculosis, tub^rc'uloiD, tub€i-c'u- 
Iose1, tub^c'ulous, aa. [f. L tuber- 
CVlvm (-CULE)] 

tub£ixula'tion, n. Formation, set, sys¬ 
tem, of tubercles. [-AT10N ] 

tub£rc'ul(ar)iz|e, -is|e (-iz), w.t. Infect 
with tuberculosis. Hence ~a'tion n. 
f-lZE ] 

tuberculos'is, n. Disease affecting most 
tissues of the body marked by tubercles 
& the presence of a characteristic 
bacillus; 'pulmonary —, consumption. 
Hence tub€rc'ulosED'2 (-st) a. [-osis] 

tub'erlose, a. & (pop. pron. tub'roz) n. 

tucuin 

1. Covered with tubers, knobby; of the 
nature of a tuber; bearing tubers. Hence 
or cogn. ~6s'ity, ~ousness, nn., ~ous a. 
2. n. Garden & greenhouse bulb with 
creamy-white fragrant flowers, [(n. f. L 
fern, adj.) f. I, tuberosxts (tuber, see 
-OSE J) ] 

tiib'i-, comb, form of L tubus tube, as: 
'—com a. & n., (ruminant) with hollow 
horns; ~form; ~ling'ual, with tubular 
tongue. 

tub'ullar, a. Tube-shaped; having, con¬ 
sisting of, contained in, tube(s), as ~ar 
boiler (in which heat or water to be heated 
passes through many tubes), ~ar bridge, 
rectangular tube through which railway 
etc. passes; (of sound in breathing) like 
sound of air passing through tube. So 
~ose*, ~ous, aa. ]f. as foil. + -ar1] 

tub'ule, n. Small tube. Hence tub'uli- 
comb. form. [f. L tubulus dim. as 
tube] 

tuck1, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Gather (material) 
into flat folds for stitching; draw or 
thrust or roll the parts of (cloth etc. up, 
in) close together, as ~ in the loose ends, 
~ed up his shirt-sleeves (so as to leave 
arms bare); draw together into small 
compass, as ~ed his legs under him like 
a tailor, bird ~s his head under his wing; 
cover (person, oneself) snugly & com¬ 
pactly up or in, as ~ed himself up in bed; 
stow away (thing in corner etc., away, 
etc.); (of spare material etc.) be disposed 
of by ~ing away; empty (seine) by means 
of small one; (si.) hang (criminal) up; ~ in 
(si.), eat heartily (at food, or abs.). 2. n. 
Flat fold, often one of several parallel 
folds, in fabric fixed in place by stitches as 
ornament or to dispose of spare stuff, as 
make a ~ in sleeves (when too long); 
(naut.) part of vessel’s hull where after 
planks meet; || (si.) eatables esp. pastry & 
sweets, ~-in, -out, full meal, || ~-shop 
(where~ is sold); ~-net, -seine, small net 
for taking fish from larger one; ~-point¬ 
ing, method of pointing brickwork with 
coloured mortar, a central groove in 
which is filled with fine white lime putty, 
projecting slightly. [ME tukke, tokke, f. 
MDu., MLG tucken, tokken, = OHG 
zucken, pull, pluck] 

tuck2, n. (arch.). Blast, flourish, of 
trumpet; (Sc.) ~ (beat) of drum. [f. ME 
(now dial.) tuck vb f. ONF to(u)ker (OF 
lochier) touch1] 

tuck'er1, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
piece of lace, linen, etc., covering neck & 
shoulders of woman in 17tli & 18th c. 
(best bib2 & ~); part of sewing-machine 
used in making tucks; II (si.) food, [tuck 1 
+ -er1] 

•tuck'er2, v.t. (colloq ). Tire, weary (usu. 
~ out), [f. tuck1 (vb)] 

tuck'et, n. (arch.), nourish on trumpet, 
[conn. w. tuck2] 

tuc'um (too-), n. Brazilian palm with 
fibre used for cordage etc. [Braz.] 
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-tude, suf. repr. L -tudo, -ludinem (F 
■tude), forming abstract nn. f. adjj., p. 
pp., or vb stems; in E direct f. L (alti~), 
thr. F (soli'—), or on L anal, (exact is—). 

Tud'or, a. Of the (period of the) —s, 
English sovereigns from Henry VII to 
Elizabeth I, as — (late perpendicular) style 
in architecture, — rose, five-lobed flower, 
~ flower, trefoil ornament, used in — 
style. [Owen ~ of Wales, grandfather of 
Henry VII ] 

Tuesday (tuz'di), n. Third day of week; 
SHROVE —. [OE Tiwesdeeg (rendering L 
dies Martis) f. Tiwes genit. of Tiw ancient 
Teutonic deity identified w. the Roman 
Mars-, so OHG ziestac, ON tf/sdagr] 

tuf'a, n. Rock of rough or cellular texture 
of volcanic or other origin. Hence tufA1 
ceods (-ashws) a. [It., as foil. ] 

tuff, n. Kinds of volcanic fragmentary 
rock; — -cone (of ashes etc. round volcanic 
opening). If. F tuf(fe) f. It. tufo i. L tofus 
soft sandy stone ] 

tuft, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Bunch, collection, 
of threads, grass, feathers, etc., held or 
growing together at the base, whence 
tuf'tY2 a.; (anat.) bunch of small blood- 
-vessels; imperial (beard); II titled under¬ 
graduate [from — formerly worn on cap ]; 
—-hunter, -hunting, one who seeks, prac¬ 
tice of seeking, society of titled persons. 
2. vb. Furnish with ~ or —s; make de¬ 
pressions at regular intervals in (matt;ess 
etc.) by passing thread through; grow in 
—s. [ME, of obsc. orig.; perh. repr. F 
touffe ] 

tug, v.t. & i. (-gg-), & n. 1. Pull with great 
effort or violently; make vigorous pull at; 
tow (vessel) by means of steam —, (of 
steam ~) tow (vessel); (fig.) drag (subject 
etc. in etc.) forcibly. 2. n. —ging, violent 
pull, as gave a — at the bell-, violent or 
painful effort, esp. fig., as felt a great — 
at parting, parting was a —, hud a. great — 
to persuade him. 3. II (Eton si.). Colleger. 
4. (Also ~'(iow() small powerful steam- 
-vessel for towing others. 5. Loop from 
saddle supporting shaft or (in double 
harness) trace; —spring, spring-frame to 
which this is fastened to lessen jerk in 
starting etc. 6. (mining). Iron hoop to 
which a tackle is fixed. 7. — of war, 
contest in which each of two groups of 
persons holding same rope tries to pull 
the other across line marked between 
them, supreme contest. [ME togge, tugge, 
intensive f. Gmc *teuh-, "lauh-, *tug-, 
see tow1] 

tu'ism, n. Doctrine that all thought is 
addressed to a second person, esp. to one’s 
future self as this. [f. L tu thou + -ism ] 

tui'tion, n. Teaching, esp. as a thing to be 
paid for; fee for this. Hence —al, —ary ', 
aa., (-sho-). [ME, f. AF, OF, f. L tui- 
tionem (tueri tail- watch, guard, see -ion)] 

tul'a (too-), n. (Also —work) = niello. 
[Tula, in Russia] 

II tul'chan, -in, (-\-)> n. (Sc.). Calf-skin 

stuffed with straw or spread on mound 
beside cow to make her give milk; — 
bishops (hist.), titular bishops in whose 
names revenues of Scottish sees were 
drawn by lay barons after Reformation. 
[Gael., = mound] 

tul'ip, n. Kinds of plant with brilliant 
bell-shaped flowers of various colours; 
bell-shaped outward swell of muzzle of 
gun; -—root, disease of oats causing base 
of stem to swell; -—tree, N.-Amer. tree 
with flowers like large greenish-yellow 
—s, marked with orange inside. [10th c. 
tulipa, also -pan, -pant = F (obs.) tulipan, 
tulipe, f. Turk, tulbant f. Pers. dulband 
turban] 

tulipolman'la, n. Craze for tulips, esp. 
that in Holland about 1634. Hence 
—man'iao n. [prec. + -o- + -mania ] 

tulle (tdbl, & see Ap.), n. Fine silk net used 
for veils & dresses. [T—, city in France] 

tul'war, n. Sabre used by some N.-Indian 
tribes. [Hind, talwdr] 

turn, tum'tum, n. Sound of banjo or 

similar instrument, [imit. ] 
tum'ble, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Fall (down, over, 

off, from, etc.) suddenly or violently; (of 
waves, sick person, etc.) roll, toss, up & 
down or from side to side; move, walk, 
run, in headlong or blundering fashion 
(came tumbling along, — d up the stairs, 
—d into or out of bed); perform acrobatic 
feats; pull about, disorder, rumple, 
(clothes, hair, etc.); overturn, fling head¬ 
long, throw or push (down, out, in, etc.) 
roughly or carelessly; bring down (bird, 
hare, etc.) by shooting; polish (castings 
etc.) in tumbling-box. 2. — in, fit (piece 
of timber) into another, (naut., also — 
home, of ship’s sides) incline inwards 
above extreme breadth, (si.) go to bed; 
— to (si.), understand, grasp, (idea etc.). 
3. n. Fall, as had a slight, nasty, etc., — ; 
somersault or other acrobatic feat; 
untidy or confused state, as things were 
all in a —. 4. — -bug, kinds of dung- 
-beetle; — down, dilapidated. [ME lumbel, 
frequent, f. OE tumbian (-le(3)); cf. MLG 
tummeln, OHG tumalon] 

tumb'ler, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
one who turns somersaults etc., acrobat; 
kind of pigeon that turns somersaults 
during flight; toy figure of sitting man¬ 
darin etc. contrived to rock when 
touched; flat-bottomed stemless drink¬ 
ing-glass (formerly with rounded bottom 
so as not to stand upright), whence —ful 
n.; part of the mechanism of a lock or 
gunlock. [ME;—er1] 

tumb'ling, n. In vbl senses; —-barrel, 
-box, -wheel, revolving box or barrel 
containing emery-powder etc. in w'hich 
castings etc. are cleaned by friction 
against each other or the walls of the 
box; — -bob, weighted lever reacting when 
lifted to a certain point. [15th c.; -inq1] 

II tum'brel, -il, n. (hist.). Two-wheeled 
covered cart for carrying tools, aminuni- 
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tion, etc.; dung -cart; open cart used in 
French Revolution to convey victims to 
the guillotine; instrument of punishment 
perh. the same as cucking-stool. [ME, f. 
OF tumb-, tomberel, f. lornber fall] 

tum'elfy, v.t. & i. (Cause to) swell, inflate; 
be inflated, (lit. & fig.). So ~fa'cient 
(-ashnt) a. (path.), ~fac'tion n. (path.). 
[f. F tumcfier f. L tamere swell, see -fy] 

tum'id, a. (Of parts of body etc.) swollen, 
inflated, so tumes'cBNCE n., tumES'CENT 
a.; (fig., of style etc.) inflated, bombastic. 
Hence or cogn. tumid'iTY, ~ness, nn., 
~ly2 adv. [f. L tumidus (tumere swell, 
-id *)] 

tumm'y, n. (nursery). = stomach, [-y3] 
tum'our (-mer), n. Local swelling esp. 
from morbid growth; malignant ~ (tend¬ 
ing to recur after removal & cause death, 
opp. to benign ~). [f. L tumor (tumere 
swell, -ok)] 

tum'tum1, n. W.-Ind. dish of boiled 
plantains beaten soft in a mortar; (Anglo- 
-Ind.) light vehicle, dog-cart. [orig. 
unkn.] 

tumtum2. See tum. 
tum'ult, n. Commotion of a multitude 

esp. with confused cries etc.; noisy up¬ 
rising of mob etc.; uproar; confused & 
excited state of mind, as the ~ within 
him had subsided. Hence or cogn. 
tumul'tUARY1 (esp. undisciplined, rio¬ 
tous), tumul'tuous (esp. vehement, 
uproarious), aa., tumul'tuousLY2 adv., 
tumul'tuouSNESS n. [ME, f. L tumultus 
f. tumere swell] 

tum'ullus, n. (pi. ~i). Sepulchral mound 
often enclosing masonry. Hence or cogn. 
~ar(y)1 aa. [L (tumere swell)] 

tun, n., & v.t. (-nn-). 1. Large cask for 
wine, beer, etc., esp. formerly as measure 
of capacity (252 wine gallons); brewer’s 
fermenting-vat; || ~'dish, kind of funnel 
esp. in brewing. 2. v.t. Store (liquor) in 
~. [OE tunne, — OHG, ON tunna, f. 
Gaulish tunna ] 

tun'a, n. The Californian tunny, [f. Sp.- 
-Amer. aUin tunny] 

tun'dra (too-), n. Barren arctic regions 
where subsoil is frozen. [Lappish] 

tune, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Melody with or 
without harmony, air, as psalm, hymn, 

; correct intonation in singing or play¬ 
ing, due adjustment of instrument for 
this, as piano is out of~, sings out of ~, 
must learn to sing in ~. 2. Agreement, 
concord, harmonious relation, as in, out 
of, ~ with one’s surroundings or company; 
suitable mood (for purpose etc.). 3. 
Change one’s ~, sing another ~, assume 
a different style of language or manner, 
e.g. change from insolent to respectful 
tone; to the ~ (serious or exorbitant 
amount) of £5 etc. 4. vb. Put (violin, 
piano, etc.) in~, whence tun'ER^l, 2) n.; 
(fig.) adjust, adapt, (thing to standard, 
purpose, circumstances, etc.); be in 
harmony (with, lit. & fig.); (poet.) produce 

tup 

(music), as lark ~s his song; express, 
celebrate, in music. 5. ~ in, set wireless 
instrument to right wave-length; ~ up, 
(of orchestra) bring instruments to com¬ 
mon pitch, begin to play or sing, (joc., of 
child) begin to cry._ Hence tun'AELE a., 
tun'ableNESS n., tun'abiY2 adv. [ME 
unexpl. phon. var. of tone1] 

tune'ful (-nf-), a. Melodious, musical. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [-ful] 

tune'less (-nl ), a. Not in tune; unmelodi- 
ous; (of mus. instrument) not played, 
silent, [-less] 

tungfoil, n. An oil used chiefly for 
varnishing woodwork, obtained from the 
Chinese lung-tree. [Chin, yu t’ung] 

tung'st|en, n. Wolfram, a steel-grey 
heavy metallic element with very high 
melting-point, used for the filaments of 
electric lamps and for alloying steel etc. 
Hence~ate'(3) n.,~ic, ~ous, aa. (chem.). 
[Sw. (tung heavy + sten stone)] 

tun'ic, n. 1. Ancient Greek or Roman 
short-sleeved body-garment reaching 
about to knees; woman's loose blouse or 
coat gathered or belted at waist; close- 
-fitting short coat of uniform of soldier, 
policeman, etc. 2. (Zool.) leathery en¬ 
velope of ascidia etc.; (anat.) membrane 
enclosing an organ; (hot.) any of the 
layers of a bulb, integument of a part; 
whence ~ate2 a. (zool., anat., hot.), & n. 
(zool.); (eccl.) = foil. [f. F tunigue or L 
tunica ] 

tun'icle, n. Fine or delicate tunic (esp. 
hot., zool.); (eccl., esp. R.-C. Cli.) short 
vestment of deacon at eucharist etc., 
(pi.) this & dalmatic worn by bishop. 
[ME, f. L tunicula dim. as prec. ] 

tun'ing, n. In vbl senses; ~-fork, two- 
-pronged steel fork designed to give 
particular note (esp. middle C) when 
struck; ~-hammer, hammer-shaped 
wrench for altering tension of strings in 
piano etc. by turning the pegs (~-pegs, 
-pins) to which they are attached, [-ing l] 

tunnage. See tonnage. 

tunn'el, n., & v.t. & i. (-11-). 1. Artificial 
subterranean passage through hill etc. or 
imder river etc.; subterranean passage 
dug by burrowing animal; (mining) adit 
or level open at one end; main flue of 
chimney; ~ -borer, kinds of machine for 
making ~s; ~-nef, fishing-net wide at 
mouth & narrow at other end. 2. vb. 
Make a ~ through (hill etc.); furnish with 
~; make one’s way (through, into, etc.), 
make one’s way, by ~ling. [ME, f. OF 
tonel & tonnelle, dim. of tonne tun ] 

tunn'y, n. Large oceanic scombroid fish 
used as food. [f. F than f. Prov. ton, f. L 
f. Gk thunnos] 

tun'ly, a. (Of music) having marked or 
catchy tunes. Hence~Iness n. [tune, -y2] 

tup, n., & v.t. (-pp-). 1. Male sheep, ram; 
striking-face of steam hammer etc. 
2. v.t. Copulate with (ewe). [ME tope, 
tape, of unkn. orig. ] 
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tuque (-k), n. Kind of Canadian cap. 
[Canad. F form of toque] 

tu qud'que, n. TIio retort So are (or did 
etc.) you. [L, = you too] 

turacou, turako. Varr. of touraco. 

Tilran'ian, a. Of the Asian languages 
that are neither Semitic nor Indo- 
-European, esp. of the Ural-Altaic group 
of languages, [f. Pers. Turan region 
beyond Oxus, + -ian ] 

tuib'an, n. Oriental man’s head-dress of 
scarf wound round cap; modification of 
this, esp. early-19th-c. European woman’s 
head-dress; (later) woman’s or child’s 
hat with narrow or no brim; spire of 
univalve shell; ~-shell, kinds of gastero- 
pod or shell ; ~-stone, Mohammedan 
pillar tombstone -with ~ carved on top: 
~-top, kind of mushroom. Hence ~ed2 

(-nd) a. [16th c. also tulbant etc., f. Turk. 
tulbant i. Pers. dulband; see tulip] 

II tifrb'ary, n. Right of digging turf on 
another’s ground; place where turf or 
peat is dug. [ME, f. AF turberie f. OF 
turb-, torberie f. tourbe turf] 

tiirb'id, a. (Of liquid or colour) muddy, 
thick, not clear; (fig.) confused, dis¬ 
ordered. Hence ~ity (-Id-), ~ness, nn., 
~ly2 adv. [f. L turbidus f. turba crowd, 
disturbance, see -id1] 

tuTb'in ate, a. Shaped like a top or 
inverted cone, so —-ifoKM, ~oid, aa.; 

(anat., esp. of some nasal bones) of scroll- 
-like formation; whirling like a top. So 
~al a., ~a'tion n. [f. L turbinatus (as foil., 
see -ATE2)] 

turb'Ine, n. Kinds of water-wheel driven 
by impact or reaction or both of a flowing 
stream of water; air ~, wheel of similar 
form driven by wind or by air from tube, 
gas ~ (driven by gas), steam. ~ (driven by 
steam jets); ~ boat etc. (driven by ~s). 
[F, f. L turbo -inis top, whirlwind] 

turb'it, n. Kind of domestic pigeon with 
flat head & short beak. [app. f. L turbo 
top, from its figure; cf. turbot] 

turb'o-, comb, form of turbine; ~-?ef 
engine (having a turbine-driven com¬ 
pressor for supplying compressed air to 
the combustion chamber); ~-prop(ellcr)- 
-engine (having a turbine-driven pro¬ 
peller). 

tuib'ot, n. Large kind of flat-fish esteemed 
as food. [ME, f. OF turbot, f. OSw. 
*tornbut f. torn thorn +but butt2; cf. E 
thornback, -bid] 

tutb'ulent, a. Disturbed, in commotion; 
tumultuous; insubordinate, riotous. 
Hence or cogn. ~ence n., ~entLY2 adv. 
[f. L lurbulentus (turba tumult, see 
-LENT)] 

Turc'o, n. (hist.; pi. ~s). Algerian tirail¬ 
leur in French service. [F] 

Tulco-, Turko-, in comb. Of the Turks. 
So Tutc'opiul, Turcoph'iliSM, Turc'o- 
phobe, nn. [f. med. L as TURK,-0-] 

tutd, n. (not in polite lang.). Ball or lump 
of excrement. [OE lord, ON tord({ifill)] 

turd'line, a. Thrushlike. So ~ifor3I, 
~oid, aa. [f. L turdus thrush -I- -ine 1 ] 

tureen', n. Deep covered dish for holding 
soup etc. at table, [c. 1700 terrine, -ewe f. 
F terrine (L terra, -ine1)] 

turf, n., & v.t. 1. Surface earth filled with 
matted roots of grass etc.; piece of this 
cut from the ground, sod; (in Ireland) 
peat; the ~, the race-course, occupation 
or profession of horse-racing, esp. on the 
~, so occupied; ~-bound, covered with 
close ~; ~ drain (covered with ~); 
man, person interested in horse-racing, 
so ~Tte1 n. 2. v.t. Plant (ground) with 
~; (si.) throw (person or tiling) out. 
Hence ~'iNESS n., ~'y2 a. [OE, OS turf, 
ON torf(a), OHG zurf, zurba, MDu., MLG 
(G) torf, f. Gmc *turbli-] 

tur'g|id, a. Morbidly swollen or inflated 
or enlarged, whence ~es'ciBLE a.; (fig., 
of language) pompous, bombastic, in¬ 
flated. Hence or cogn. ~§s'cence, 

~id'iTY, nn., ~es’cent a., ~IdLY2 adv. 
[f. L turgidus (turgere swell, see -id1)] 

tur'ion, n. (bot.). Young scaly shoot 
rising from ground as in asparagus, hops, 
etc. Hence ~il'ER0us a. [f. L turio -onis 
shoot] 

Turk, n. 1. Ottoman, Osmanli; member of 
the people from whom the Ottomans are 
derived; (trans.) ferocious, wild, or un¬ 
manageable person (now chiefly joc. of 
children); (arch.) Mohammedan; Turkish 
horse. 2. ~’s cap, kinds of lily & other 
plants with turban-like flowers; ~’s head, 
head on post for sword displays, turban¬ 
like ornamental knot, kinds of round 
brush or broom, kind of baking-pan for 
cakes. Hence ~'ism n. [ME, = F Turc, 
med. L Turcus, Pers. & Arab. Turk] 

turk'ey, n. (pi. ~s). 1. Large (esp. domes¬ 
tic) gallinaceous bird nativo of America 
related to pheasant, esteemed as food & 
associated with Christmas festivities. 
2. (2’~). Country of the Turks. 3. ~ 
buzzard, vulture, an American vulture; 
7’~ carpet (made entirely of wool, & of 
velvety appearance); ~-cock, male of ~ 
(red as a —cock, of person flushed with 
anger etc.), (fig.) pompous or self- 
-importsmt person; corn, maize; || T~ 
leather, kind treated with oil before the 
hair side is removed; ~-poult, young of 
~; 7’~ red, a pigment or colour, cotton 
cloth dyed with this; T~ stone, kind of 
oilstone for sharpening knives etc.; ~ 
trot, kind of dance. [16th c., short for 
turkey-cock, -hen, orig. applied to the 
guinea-fowl, as imported through Turkey, 
and then erron. to the American bird] 

Turk'ish, a. & n. 1. (Language) of Turkey 
or the Turks. 2. ~ bath, hot-air bath 
followed by soaping, washing, rubbing, 
kneading, etc., (also pi.) building used 
for this; ~ (= turkey) carpet-, ~ delight, 
a sweetmeat in gelatinous slabs coated 
with powdered sugar; ~ music (produced 
with instruments of percussion); ~ 
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■pound (usu. written as £T50), coin 
formerly worth about 18/2; ~ towel (rough 
with long nap usu. of uncut loops), [-ish 1 ] 

Tutk'oman, Turk'man, Turc'o-, n. (pi. 
~s). Member of any of various Turkish 
tribes in Turkestan, Afghanistan, Persia, 
& Russia; ~ carpet, rich-coloured kind 
with soft long nap. (f. Pers. Turkoman 
(turk, man-dan resemble) ] 

turm'alin(e). See tourmalin. 

turm'eric, n. E.-Ind. plant of ginger 
family: powdered root of this as dye- 
-stuff, stimulant. & condiment esp. in 
curry-powder; —paper (saturated with 
~ & used as test for alkalis). [16th c. 
forms tarmaret etc., perh. f. F terre nitrile 
& med. L terra merita] 

turm'oil, n., & v.t. 1. Agitation, trouble. 
2. v.t, (arch., chiefly in p.p.). Agitate, 
trouble. [16th c., of unkn. orig.] 

II turm'ut, var. of turnip used by writers as 
characteristic of rustic speech, 

turnv.t. & i. I. General senses. 1. Move 
(t. & i.) on or as on axis, give rotary 
motion to, receive such motion, as crank 
~s wheel, wheel ~s, ~ the key in the 
lock, ~ the tap, tap will not ~, he ~ed on 
his heel(s), ~ person round one’s finger, 

everything ~s (depends) on his answer. 
2. Execute (somersault etc.) with rotary 
motion. 3. Change from one side to 
another, invert, reverse, (fig.) revolve 
mentally, as ~s everything upside down or 
inside out (into state of confusion), whole 
world has ■~ed topsy-turvy, umbrella ~s 
inside out, ~e<2 the body with its face 
upwards, ~ed (inverted) comma, ~ed 
period (•), ~ turtle, ~ the tables on, ~ 
over pages of book (to read on other side), 
~ over new leaf, not ~ a hair, dress must 
be ~td (the soiled outside becoming the 
inside), ~ one’s coat, ~ an honest penny, 

have ~ed the matter over & over inmymind. 
4. Give new direction to, take new direc¬ 
tion, adapt, be adapted, as ~ your face 
this way, river ~s to the right, ~ed his 
flight northwards, scarcely know where or 
which way to ~ (fig. what course to fol¬ 
low, where to seek help), ~~ed to God in her 
trouble, ~ one’s back1 on, ~ a deaf ear to; 
~ the edge of (knife etc., fig. remark etc.), 
blunt; ~ your attention to this; have often 
~ed my thoughts, thoughts have often 
r~ed, to the subject; can ~ his hand to 
(learn to do) anything; ~s even his errors 
to account (profits by them); «M~s (tends) 
to his profit; tide ~s (at ebb or flow). 
5. Move to other side of, go round, flank, 
as ~ the corner ; ~ the scale, cause it to 
sink, (fig.) decide question in suspense; 
~ (the flank or position of) an army, pass 
round so as to attack it from flank or 
rear; ~ person’s flank, outwit him, defeat 
him in argument etc. 6. Be (have 
passed the age) {of) 40 etc. 7. Cause to go, 
send, put, as urns ~ed adrift in the world, 
~ it out into a basin, never ~ed {away) a 
beggar from his door, will ~ (resist or 

turn 

divert) a bullet. 8. Change (t. & i.) in 
nature, form, condition, etc., change for 
the worse, (cause to) become, as ~ed 
water into wine, has been ~ed into a joint 
stock company, fear he will ~ crusty, has 
~ed traitor, Mohammedan, botanist, joy is 
or Ims ~ed to bitterness, ~ {translate) it into 
French, how would you ~ this passage?, 
milk will ~ (sour), thunder will ~ milk 
(sour), ~ed pale at the thought, very thought 
~s me pale, sight of rawmecd~s (nauseates) 
my stomach, stomach ~s at the sight, 
success has ~e<Z his head (intoxicated 
him), head has ~ed with success, head 
■ 'S (with giddiness), overwork has ~ed his 
brain. 9. Shape (object) in lathe, (of 
material) lend itself (easily, well, etc.) 
to treatment in lathe. 10. Give (esp. 
elegant) form to, as can ~ a compliment, 
could ~ a Latin verse in my day, well-^ed 
phrase, exquisit.cly-~ed wrist. II. Spec, 
uses with advv. & prepp. I. ~ about, or, 
as mil. command, about ~!, ~ so as 
to face in new direction. 2. ~ against, 
become hostile to. 3. ~ down, fold down; 
place (playing-card) face downwards; 
reduce flame of (gas, lamp, etc.) by ~iug 
tap etc.; reject (proposal, its maker, 
etc.). 4. ~ in, fold inwards; hand in, give 
up; incline inwards, as his toes ~ in; 
(colloq.) go to bed. 5. ~ off, check 
passage of (water, gas, etc.) by means of 
tap etc.; achieve, produce, (epigram, 
piece of work); dismiss (servant etc.) from 
employment; (si.) hang (criminal), marry 
(couple). 6. ~<m (adv.), give free passage 
to (water etc.) by ~ing tap; (colloq.) give 
free scope to, as ~ on the waterworks, 
begin to cry. 7. ~ on (prep.), depend 
upon; face hostilely, become hostile to. 
8. ~ out, expel; cause to point or incline 
outwards, as ~ out your toes; produce 
(manufactured goods etc.); ~ inside out, 
bring to view, as made him ~ out his 
pockets; assemble for duty etc., as 15 men 
~ed out; get out of bed; (mil.) ~ out the 
guard, call them from guard-room; be 
found, prove to be the case, as this ~s out 
to be true, he ~e<Z out a humbug, it ~s out 
that he was never there, we sludl see how 
things ~ out. 9. ~ over, cause to fall over, 
upset; transfer the conduct of (thing to 
person); do business to the amount of, as 
~s over £500 a week. 10. ~ round, face 
about; adopt new opinions or policy. 
11. ~ to (prep.), apply oneself to, set 
about, (work, douig). 12. ~ to (adv.) 
begin work. 13. ~ up, disinter, as plough 
'—s up skulls; make one’s appearance, as 
~ed up an hour late., unexpectedly; (of 
event, opportunity, etc.) happen, present 
itself; (colloq.) cause to vomit, as the sight 
~ed me up. 14. ~ upon, = ~ on. III. 
Comb. ■—bench, watchmaker’s portable 
lathe; ~-buckle, device for connecting 
parts of metal rod; ~-cap, revolving 
chimney-top; ~'coo(, one who ~s his 
coat; ~'cocA), person employed to ~ on 
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water for mains etc.; ~-down, (of collar) 
doubled down; ~'key, person in charge 
of prison keys; ~-out, ~ing-out esp. for 
duty, strike of employees, assembly of 
persons to see spectacle etc., equipage, 
quantity of goods manufactured etc. 
in given time; ~'o»er, upsetting of carriage 
etc., semicircular pie or tart, amount of 
money ~ed over in business, changing 
of labour in factories etc., I! newspaper 
article running on to next page; ~'pike, 
defensive frame of pikes (hist.), gate set 
across road to stop carts etc. till toll is 
paid, such road; ~-round, (of ship) process 
of entering port, discharging cargo, re¬ 
loading, & leaving port; ~-screw, screw¬ 
driver; ~'side, giddiness in dogs; ~'soZe, 
kinds of plant supposed to ~ with the 
sun; ~'spit, long-bodied short-legged dog 
formerly used to ~ spit; stile, post at 
entrance of building esp. where admission 
foe is charged with four horizontal arms 
that move round as person passes 
through; stone, bird allied to plover; 
-—table, circular revolving platform for 
reversing locomotives etc.; ~-wp, thing 
~ed up, (colloq.) commotion. [OE tyrnan, 
turnian, in ME reinforced f. OF turner, 
lamer, f. L tornare turn in lathe (tornus 
f. Gk tornos)] 

tutn2, n. 1. Rotary motion, changed or 
change of direction or position or tend¬ 
ency, deflection, deflected part, bend, as 
a single ~ of the handle, a ~ of Fortune's 
wheel (change of luck), with a neat ~ of 
the wrist, took a sudden ~ to the left, 
complaint took a favourable ~, milk is on 
the ~ (just turning sour), tide is on the ~ 
(turning), gave a new ~ to the argument, 
path is full of ~s <£• twists, walked along a 
~ of the river; (mil. as wds of command) 
right, left, about, ~!; any of the threes 

(~ A, B, C, D) in figure-skating. 2. 
Character, tendency, disposition, forma¬ 
tion, as was of a humorous ~, do not like 
the ~ of the sentence, the ~ of an ankle; 
have a fine, pretty, etc., ~ of speed etc., be 
able to go very fast etc. on occasion. 
3. Short walk, stroll, drive, ride, or per¬ 
formance, as take a ~ in the garden, on a 
bicycle, took a ~ of work; short ~s (songs, 
recitations, etc., in music-hall etc.). 
4. Opportunity, occasion, privilege, 
obligation, coming successively to each 
of several persons etc., as it is your ~ to 
watch, it was now my ~ to be angry, must 
not speak out of (before or after) your ~, 
will hear you all in ~ (succession); we dug 
by ~s (in rotation of individuals or 
groups); lake ~s, work etc. alternately; 
work ~ c£- ~ about (alternately), went hot 
& cold by~s; did not servemy~ (purpose); 
did me a good, an ill, ~ (service, disservice; 
one good ~ deserves another). 5. (mus.). 
Kind of grace consisting of principal 
note with those above & below it. 6. pi. 
Menses. 7. Each round in coil of rope 
etc. 8. (print.). Inverted type as tem¬ 

porary substitute for missing letter, letter 

turned wrong side up. 9. (colloq.). 

Nervous shock, as gave me quite a ~. 

10. To a ~, exactly, perfectly, as meat 

is done to a ~ (enough & not too much). 

[ME, partly f. AF *torn, *tum, = OF tom 

(later tor, see tour), f. L tornus (prec.); 

partly f. prec. ] 

tuln'ler, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
one who works with lathe, so ~ery (1, 2, 
3) n.; H kind of tumbler-pigeon, [-er1] 

tutn'ing, n. In vbl senses, esp.; use of 
lathe; place where road meets another, 
such road, as slop at the next ~, take the 
second ~ to the left; ~-point, point in place, 
time, development, etc., at which decisive 
change occurs, as has reached the ~-point, 
this may be the ~-point of his life. [ME] 

turn'ip, n. Biennial plant of mustard 
family; its fleshy globular root used as 
vegetable & for feeding cattle etc.; '—-lop, 
growing top of ~ used as vegetable. 
Hence ~Y2 a. (esp. tasting of ~s). [16th 
c. tumepie), f. Sc. & dial, neep (OE nfep 
f. L najrus): first element imcert., peril, 
f. F tour or E turn] 

tutp'entine, n., & v.t. 1. Oleo-resin 
secreted by several coniferous trees & 
(Chian ~) by terebinth, used in mixing 
paints & varnishes & in medicine; (also 
pop. turps) oil or spirit of ~ ; — -tree, tere¬ 
binth. 2. v.t. Apply ~ to. [ME, f. OF 
ter(e)bentine f. L. terebinthina (sc. resina 
resin) (as terebinth, see -ine2)] 

tubp'eth, n. Cathartic root of an E.-Ind. 
plant. [ME, f. OF turbith or med. L tur. 
bilh(um) f. Arab. & Pers. turbid] 

turp'xtude, n. Baseness, depravity. [F, 
or f. L turpitudo (turpis base, see -tude)] 

tutps. See TURPENTINE, 
tur'quoise (-koiz, -kwoiz), n. Opaque sky- 

-blue or greenish-blue precious stone; ~ 
green, pale colour between green & blue. 
[ME turkeis etc., f. OF turqueise, later 
-oise Turkish (Turc Turk, see -ese) ] 

tu'rret, n. Small tower connected with 
main building whether rising from ground 
or projecting from wall or corbels; (mil.) 
low flat usu. revolving tower for gun & 
gunners in ship or fort; (hist.) square 
many-storeyed building on wheels used 
in attacking fortified place; ~ gun (for 
use in revolving ~); ~-ship (with guns in 
~s). Hence ~ed2 a. [ME, f. OF torete 
dim. of tor tower, see -et1] 

turric'ulate, -ated, aa. (conch.). (Of 
shell) having a long spire, [f. L turricula 
(turns tower, see -cule, -ate2)] 

tur'tle1, n. (Now usu. ~-dove) kinds of 
dove, esp. a common wild kind noted 
for soft cooing & affection for mate & 
young. [OE turtla, -le = OHG turtulo, 
-la, dim. or assim. form of L turtur] 

tur'tle2, n., & v.i. 1. Marine reptile encased 
as tortoise & with flippers used in swim¬ 
ming, esp. (also green ~) kind much used 
for soup; mock2 ~; turn ~ (naut. si.), 
capsize; -—shell, tortoise-shell, esp. dark 



Tuscan 1405 ’tween 
kind used for inlaying, (also —cowry) 
large handsome kind of cowry. 2. v.i. 
Hunt for~s, whence tutt'lER1, ttfrt'liNG1, 
nn. [app. correl. of earlier tortue (see 
tortoise), assim. to prec.] 

Tus'can, a. & n. (Language, inhabitant) 
of Tuscany; ~ order1; ~ straw, fine 
yellow wheat-straw used for hats etc. 
[f. L Tvscanus (L Tuscus, see -an)] 

tush1, int., n., & v.i. (arch.). Pshaw. 
[ME, imit.] 

tush2, n. Long pointed tooth, esp. canine 
tooth of horse. [ME repr. of rare OE 
f use tusk ] 

tush'ery, n. (literary). Use of Wardour 
Street archaisms such as tush1, [-ery; 
word made by R. L. Stevenson] 

tusk, n., & v.t. 1. Long pointed tooth, 
esp. protruding from closed mouth as 
in elephant, walrus, etc.; ~like tooth or 
part in harrow, lock, etc. Hence (-)~ed2 

(-kt), ~'y2, aa. 2. v.t. Gore, thrust, tear 
up, with ~ or ~s. [ME alt. of OE tux 
(lusc; see tush2)] 

tusk'er, n. Elephant with developed 
tusks. [-ER1 ] 

tuss'er, -ur, -ore, n. Oak-feeding silk¬ 
worm yielding strong but coarse silk; (also 
~ -silk) silk of this & some other silkworms, 
[f. Hind, tasar f. Skr. tasara shuttle] 

tuss'Ive, a. (med.). Of a cough, [f. L 
tussis cough, see -ive] 

tus'sle, n., & v.i. Struggle, scuffle, (with 
person, for thing), [orig. Sc. & north., 
dim. of louse, see tousle] 

tuss'oek, n. Clump, hillock, of grass etc.; 
tuft, lock, of hair etc.; (also -—moth) kinds 
of moth with tufted larvae; ~-grass, tall 
elegant grass on boggy ground in Pata¬ 
gonia etc. Hence~Y2 a. [ICth c., perh. 
alt. L_dial. tusk tuft] 

tuss'ore. See tusser. 
tut1, tut-tut', int., n., & v.i. (-tt-). 1. Int. 

expr. impatience, contempt, or rebuke. 
2. n. This exclamation. 3. v.i. Exclaim 

[a natural utterance] 
II tut2, n. (mining). Job; —work, piece- 
-work (cf. tribute), [c. 1700, of unkn. 
orig. ] 

tut'elage, n. Guardianship; (period of) 
being under this. [f. L tutela (tueri tuit- 
or tut- watch) + -age ] 

tut'elar(y), aa. Serving as a guardian, 
protective; of a guardian, as~authority. 
[f. LL tutelaris, L -arius, f. tutela (prec., 
-AR1, -ARY1)] 

tut'enag, n. Zinc imported from China 
& E. Indies; white alloy like German 
silver, [f. Marathi tuttindg perh. f. Skr. 
tultha blue vitriol 4-naga tin] 

tut'or, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Private teacher, 
esp. one having general charge of person’s 
education; || (Eng. Univv.) college official, 
usu. a fellow, directing studies of mider- 
graduates assigned him; (law) guardian 
of a minor. Hence or cogn. ~age(2), 
~ess1, ~ship, nn., tutdr'iAL a. (also n., 
period of instruction given by a college 

~). tutdr'ialLY2 adv. 2. vb. Act as ~ to, 
instruct; exercise restraint over (oneself, 
one’s passions, another); make one’s 
living as ~. [ME, f. AF, OF tutour or L 
tutor (tueri tut- watch, see -or)] 

tut'san, n. St-John’s-wort, plant once 
held to heal wounds etc. [ME, of AF or 
OF (unkn.) orig.] 

tutti (tdbt'e), mus. direction, & n. All 
(voices, instruments) together; (n.) pass¬ 
age for these. [It.] 

tutti-frutti (tdbt'e frdbtc), n. Confection, 
ice-cream, of mixed fruits. [It., = all 
fruits] 

tutt'y, n. Impure zinc oxide used as 
polishing-powder. [ME, f. OF tutie f. 
med. L tut la f. Arab, tvtiyd] 

tu'tu (tdb'tdb), n. Ballet dancer’s short 
projecting skirt. [F] 

tu'um. see meum. 
tu-whit' (too-) n., tu-whoo' (t<5o-) n., & 
vd. _(Make) cry of owl. [imit.] 

"tuxed'o, n. (pi. ~s, ~es). Dinner-jacket. 
[T~, place-name] 

tuyere (tweyar', tdbyar', twer), twy'er, n. 
Pipe through which air is forced into 
furnace etc. [earlier tewire, twire, tweer 
f. OF toierc, mod. F tuydre] 

twa'ddl|e (-0-), v.i., & n. (Indulge in) 
senseless, feeble, or prosy talk. Hence 
' 'ER1 n., ~Y2 a. [alt. f. earlier twattle] 

twain, a. & n. (arch.). Two; two persons 
or things; cut etc. in ~ (in two). [OE 
twegen, masc. nom. & acc. of twa, two] 

twang, v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Cause to) make 
ringing metallic sound as of string of 
musical instrument or bow when plucked, 
(derog.) play on or on (fiddle etc.) thus, 
as the fiddles -~ed, ~ed (on) his fiddle, 
'—ed his bow, whence ~l.E(3) (-ang'gl) v.i. 
& t.; speak, utter, with nasal sound. 
2. n. Sound of tense string when plucked, 
nasal tone, [imit.] 

twank'ay, n. Kind of green tea. [f. 
Chin. Tun-ki, name of a stream] 

’twas (-07.), arch, or poet, contr. of it was. 
tway'blade, n. Kinds of orchid with green 

or purple flowers & single pair of leaves. 
(tway var. of twain + blade ] 

tweak, v.t., & n. 1. Pinch & twist sharply, 
pull with sharp jerk, twitch. 2. n. Twitch, 
sharp pull, pinch. Hence ||~'er1 n. (si.), 
boy’s catapult, [prob. alt. f. dial, twick, 
twitch ] 

tweed, n. Twilled woollen or wool-&- 
-cotton fabric with unfinished surface & 
usu. two colours combined in the yarn, 
used esp. for men’s clothes & largely 
made in S. Scotland; (pi.) suit of [a 
trade name originating in a misreading of 
txcecl. Sc. form of twill, helped by assoc, 
w. the river Tweed] 

twee'dle, n. Sound as of fiddle; ~duvi' & 
~dee' (-Id-), things differing only or 
chiefly in name, [imit.] 

’tween, adv. & prep. Between, esp. 
-—decks, (space) between decks. [ME ; 
abbr. ] 
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I! tween'y, n. (colloq.). Servant assisting 
two others e.g. cook & housemaid, [prec. 
+ -Y3] 

tweet, n., & v.i. Chirp (of bird), [imit.] 
tweez'cr, n., & v.t. 1. (PI., also pair of ~s) 
minute pair of tongs for taking up small 
objects, plucking out hairs, etc. 2. v.t. 
Extract (hair, thorn, etc.) with ~s. [ex¬ 
tended form of tweezes (cf. trousers), pi. 
of obs. tweeze, case for small instruments, 
aphetio f. etweese — etuis, pi. of etui] 

twelfth, a. & n. 1. Next in order after 
eleventh (the ~, of August, as beginning 
of grouse-shooting); T~-day (after Christ¬ 
mas, festival of Epiphany); T~-night, 
night of this, celebrated with various 
festivities etc.; T—cake, prepared for T— 
-night. 2. n. Each of 12 equal parts. 
Hence ~'ly2 adv. [OE twelfta (foil., 
-TH2)] 

twelve, a. & n. One more than eleven, 12, 
xii; the T~ (apostles); I’~ tables ; in ~s 
(duodecimo); long, square, ~s, duodecimo 
pages of sheet variously folded; —'fold a. 
& adv.; ~'mo, 12mo, = duodecimo ; || ~- 
mov.th, year, as has been there a ~month, 
(adv.) this day ~monlh, a year hence or 
ago; IIpence (arch. exc. shop), a shilling; 
I\~'penny, shilling (adj.). [OE twelf, OS 
twelif, OHG zwelif, ON tolf, Goth, twalif 
f. Gmc *twalibhi- f. *twa two -+- *libh-, 
prob. rel. to leave2 (as if = two over)] 

twen'ty, a. & n. Twice ten, 20, xx; have 
told him ~ (several) times’, ~-one, -two, 
etc., or one, two, etc., & 25 
(rugby footb., hockey), line drawn across 
ground 25 yds from each goal, ground 
between this & goal-line; ~mo, ~four'mo, 
(20mo, 2iImo), leaf of sheet folded into 20, 
24, equal parts, book made up of such 
leaves. Hence twen'tiETH a. & n., ~foi.d 
a. & adv. [OE twentig f. twen- two + -tig 
-TY2 ] 

’twere (-er), arch, or poet, contr. of it were. 
I! twerp, n. (si.). Bounder, cad. 
twi-, twy-, = two, double, f. OE tun-, 

comb, form expr. two, occas. twice, in 
twilight & in some arch, or pseudo-arcli. 
forms, as: ~'bill, double-bladed battle- 
-axe, kind of mattock; ~'blad.e, — tway- 
blade ; ~’fold a. & adv., twofoldfolded.; 

forked; formed. [= OHG zu:i-, ON 
tvi, cogn. w. L bi- BI-, Gk di- DI-] 

twice, adv. Two times (esp. of multipli¬ 
cation), on two occasions, as ~ 3 is 6, 
told him ~; doubly, in double degree or 
quantity, as ~ as strong, has-~ the strength, 
is ~ the man he was (~ as strong etc.); 
(colloq.) did it in ~ (two attempts or 
instalments). [OE twiges f. twige adv. 
twice +-ES] 

II twi'cer, n. Compositor who is also press¬ 
man; (si.) one who usu. goes to church 
twice on Sunday, [f. prec. + -ER1] 

twid'dle, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Twirl idly, esp. 
~ one’s thumbs (for lack of occupation); 
trifle with (object); twiddling-line, string 
attached to compass-gimbal & pulled to 

make compass-card play freely. 2. n. 
Slight twirl, [app. imit., after twirl, 
twist, & fiddle, piddle ] 

twig1, n. Small shoot or branch of tree or 
plant; (anat.) small branch of artery 
etc.; (electr.) small distributing conduc¬ 
tor; divining-rod, esp. work the —; hop 
the ~ (colloq.), die. Hence (-)~gED2 (-gd), 
'-—’less, ~g'Y2 (-g-), aa. [north. OE 
twigge, obsc. rel. to OE twig, twi; cf. OHG 
zwig, zwi; all f. stem twi-] 

twig2, v.t. (colloq.; -gg-). Understand, 
catch the meaning of, (person, words, 
plan, that etc., or abs.); perceive, observe. 
[18th c., of unkn. orig.] 

twil'ight (-It), n., & v.t. (~ed). 1. Light 
from sky when sun is below horizon in 
morning or (usu.) evening; faint light; 
(fig.) state of imperfect knowledge, under¬ 
standing, etc.; ~ arc(h) or curve (bound¬ 
ing the brightest region of — where 
atmosphere receives solar rays direct); ~ 
of the gods (Norse myth.), conflict in which 
gods & giants destroyed each other; ~ 
sleep, name of a method of making child- 
-birth painless. 2. v.t. (rare). Illuminate 
faintly. [ME (twi-+ light1)] 

twill, n., & v.t. 1. Textile fabric in which 
weft-threads pass alternately over one 
warp-thread & under (not one as in plain 
weaving but) two or more thus producing 
diagonal lines. 2. v.t. Weave (material) 
thus (esp. in p.p.). [Sc. & north, var. of 
obs. twttly, OE tunli = OHG zwilili, f. 
twi- after L Bi(Ux f. licium thread)] 

’twill, arch, or poet, contr. of it will. 
twin, a., n., & v.t. & i. (-nn-). 1. Forming, 
being one of, a closely related or associ¬ 
ated pair esp. of children born at a birth, 
as ~ children, brother(s), sister(s), the T~ 
Brothers or Brethren, Castor & Pollux, 
~ bed(s); (bot.) growing iu pairs; con¬ 
sisting of two closely connected & similar 
parts; ~ boat, steamer (with two hulls sup¬ 
porting one deck & having paddle-wheel 
between them); r—screw, steamer with 
two propellers on separate shafts having 
opposite twists; ~ set, woman’s matching 
cardigan and jumper. 2. n. Each of 
a closely related pair esp. of children 
born at a birth; exact counterpart of 
person or thing; compound crystal one 
part of which is in a reversed position 
with reference to the other; The T~s, 
Gemini; Siamese ~s. Hence —'ling1, 
—'ship, nn. 3. vb. Join intimately to¬ 
gether, couple, pair, (with; t. & i.); 
-machine, -saw (for cutting out teeth of 
combs, these being cut in pairs). Hence 

ii’ing 1 n., formation of ~ crystals. [OE 
twinn adj. double, f. twi-; cf. ON tvinnr] 

twin|e, n., & v.t. & i. 1. String of two or 
more strands of hemp, manilla, etc., 
twisted together; coil, twist, as snaky 
~es; interlacing, tangle. 2. vb. Form 
(thread) by twisting strands together, 
whence ~'er1(2) n.; form (garland etc.) of 
interwoven material, garland (brow etc.) 
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with; interweave; coil, wind, (thing about, 
round, another); (of plant, snake) coil 
itself or itself (round,). Hence ~,ingLY2 

adv. (OE twin, Hu. twijn, ult. f. stem of 
twi-; vb ME twine, Du. twijnen, goes 
w. n.] 

twinge (-j), v.t. (rare), & n. (Affect with) 
sharp darting pain, as conscience —d 
him, a — of toothache, rheumatism, con¬ 
science, remorse. [OE twengan, = MLG 
twengen, OHG zwengen; n. (16th c.) f. vb] 

twinklle (twing'kl), v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Of 
light, star, etc.) shine with quick gleams, 
sparkle; (of eyelids, feet in dancing, etc.) 
move rapidly up & down or to & fro; 
blink, wink, (one’s eyes, or intr. of person 
or eye); (of eyes) sparkle (at jest etc.); emit 
(light) in quick gleams. Hence ~er1 n. 
2. n. Twitching of eyelid, blink, wink; 
sparkle, gleam, of the eyes, as a humorous, 
mischievous, ~e; short rapid movement 
e.g. of feet in dancing; quick tremulous 
light, glimmer. [OE twinclian, frequent, 
of "twincan, repr. by ME twinke, MHG 
zwinken ] 

twink'ling, n. In vbl senses, esp. in a —, 
in the — of an eye, in the — of a bed'post, in 
a moment, very quickly. [-ING1] 

twirl, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Revolve (t. & i.) 
rapidly, spin, whirl, (often round)-, turn 
(one’s thumbs etc.) round & round in 
purposeless way, twiddle. 2. n. Rapid or 
idle circular motion, flourish or curl made 
with pen etc. [16th c., prob. alt., after 
whirl, f. obs. tirl thrill] 

twir’p. Var. of twerp. 

twist, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Thread, rope, etc., 
made by winding two or more strands 
etc. about one another; kinds of strong 
silk thread & of cotton yarn; roll of 
bread, tobacco, etc. in form of ~; paper 
packet with screwed-up ends. 2. Act of 
~ing, condition of being ~ed, as give it a 
—, has a curious —, full of turns <6- ; 
jazzlike dance with vigorous bodily con¬ 
tortions. 3. Manner or degree in whicli 
thing is ~ed, e.g. inclination of rifle- 
-grooves, whirling motion given to ball in 
cricket etc. to make it take special curve. 
4. Peculiar tendency of mind, character, 
etc. (freq. dercg.). 5. ~ing strain, (angle 
showing) amount of torsion of rod etc., 
forward motion combined with rotation 
about an axis. 6. || Kinds of mixed drink, 
as gin—. 7. || (colloq.). Appetite, as had 
a tremendous —. 8. Damascus —, process 
of ~ing Damascus iron to form gun- 
-barrel; ~ of the wrist, (fig.) dexterity, 
knack. 9. vb. Wind (strands etc.) one 
about another; form (rope etc.) thus; 
interweave (thing with or in with another). 
10. Give spiral form to (rod, column, etc.) 
as by rotating the ends in opposite direc¬ 
tions ; receive, grow in, spiral form. 
11. Cause (ball, esp. in billiards) to rotate 
while following curved path. 12. Twine 
(flowers etc. into garland etc.), make 
(garland etc.) thus. 13. Make one’s way, 

two 

make one’s way, (through crowd, etc., 
along, etc.) in winding manner; dance the 

14. Wrench out of natural shape, 
distort slightly, as limbs —eel on the rack, 
features—ed with pain, (fig.) wants to — my 
words into an admission of error-, — one’s 
arm, force his hand or wrist round as 
torture. 15. ~ off, break off (piece) by 
~ing; ~ up, — (paper etc.) into spiral 
form. Hence~'able a. [ME, f. twi-] 

twis'ter, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
untrustworthy person, swindler; twisting 
ball in cricket or billiards; girder; inner 
part of thigh as proper place to rest upon 
on horseback, [-er1] 

twit, v.t. (-tt-). Reproach, upbraid, taunt, 
(person with fault etc.); tease. Hence 
~t'ingi,y2 adv. [10th e. twite, aphetic f. 
atunte f. OE setwita.n (set at +witan blame) ] 

twitch1, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Pull (thing off 
etc.) with light jerk; pull at, jerk at, 
(person’s sleeve etc.) esp. to call attention; 
(of features, muscles, limbs) move or 
contract spasmodically. 2. n. Sudden 
involuntary contraction or movement, 
sudden pull or jerk; veterinary appliance 
for stilling horse during operation. [ME 
twicche, = LG twikken, MHG zwieken, OE 
twiccian, dial, tw-ick] 

twitch2, n. = quitch, [dial. var. ] 
twite, n. Bird like linnet, [peril, imit. of 
cry] 

twitt'er, y.i. & t., & n. 1. (Of bird) utter 
succession of light tremulous sounds, 
chirp; utter, express, thus. 2. n. Such 
series of sounds; (colloq.. also ~a'tion n.) 
excited state. [ME, unit.; cf. OHG 
zwizsirdn] 

’twixt, prep. = betwixt, [abbr. ] 
two (too), a. & n. 1. One more than one, 

2, ii; one or—, a few (also lit.); cut, divide, 
etc., in — (into ~ parts); ~ can play at 
that game, threat of retaliation; put — <€• 
~ together, make inference from data; in 
— ~s, in a very short time. 2. —-cleft 
(hot.), divided nearly to the middle in 
~ parts; --edged, (of sword etc.) having 
an edge on each side, (fig., of argument, 
compliment, etc.) cutting both ways, 
ambiguous; ~-faced, (fig.) insincere; 
•—'fold a. & adv., double, doubly; — 
-handed, having ~ hands, (of sword) 
requiring to be used with both hands, (of 
saw, game, etc.) to be worked, played, 
etc., by ~ persons; —-handled, -legged, 
-lipped, -masted, -petalled, -toothed, etc., 
(having ~ handles etc.); —line a. (print.), 
having a depth double that of the size 
specified, as—-linepica; || ~pence(tup'ns), 
sum of, silver coin (now only as maundy 
money) worth, ~ pence (—pence coloured, 
cheap &, as opp. penny plain, gaudy); 
|| —penny (tup'eni), (adj.) worth or costing 
~penee, cheap, worthless, (n.) kind of 
beer orig. sold at ~pence a quart (hist.), 
(si.) tuck in your -penny (head, at 
leap-frog); || —penny-halfpenny (tup'eni 
hiip'ni), contemptible, insignificant, 
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trumpery; '--ply, of ~ strands, layers, or 
thicknesses, as ~-ply rcrpe, carpet; — 
-sided, having ~ sides, aspects, etc.; ~- 
-speed, adapted for ~ rates of speed, as 
-—speed gear, bicycle; ~-step, kind of 
round dance in march or polka time; 

tongued, double-tongued, deceitful; 
~ -way, (electr., of switch) permitting 
current to be switched on or off from 
either of ~ points, (plumbing, of cock) 
permitting fluid to flow in either of ~ 
channels, (math.) having double mode 
of variation. Hence ~'ness n. [fern, of 
the OE numeral twegen masc. (twain), 

twii fern. & neut., tu neut.; cf. OS twene: 
tied, two: lice, OHG zwene; zivd, zwo: zwei; 
cogn. w. Skr. dwaw, dwe, Gk & L nuo] 

two'some (too-), a. & n. (Game, dance, 
etc.) for two persons. [-someI 

’twould, contr. of it would. 
twy- pref., var. of twi-. 
twyer. See tuyere. 

-ty1, suf. denoting quality or condition, 
repr. ME -tie, -tee, -te f. OF -te (mod. F 
-te) in pop. derivv. f. L -itatem (nom. 
-Has). Such L types as bonitatem became 
OI1 bonte (w. loss of atonic L -i-), whence 
ME bonte bounty ; thus ME plente plenty, 
poverte poverty. Many of these older 
adoptives were refash, after the L, as ME 
purle purity (similarly in F, cf. OF verte, 
amablete, now v6rite, amabilite). See -ity. 

-ty2, suf. = tens, as twenty, thirty, ninety, 
(two, three, etc. tens); OE (OS) -tig, 
= OHG -zvg etc. (G -zig), & the inde¬ 
pendent wds ON tigr, Goth, iigus TEN. 

Tyb'urn, n. (hist.). Place of execution in 
London on site of Marble Arch; ~ ticket 
(hist.), exemption from parish offices etc. 
granted to one who prosecuted a felon 
to conviction; || ~ tippet, halter; || ~ tree, 
gallows. Hence Tyburn'ia n., fashion¬ 
able London district north of Hyde Park. 

Tychon'ic ( k-), a. Of the Danish astro¬ 
nomer Tycho Brahe (d. 1601) or his 
system. [-IC] 

tycoon', n. Title applied by foreigners to 
shogun of Japan 1854-68; *(colloq.) busi¬ 
ness magnate, [f. Jap. taikun great 
prince ] 

tying. See tie1. 

tyke, ti-, n. Cur; || low fellow; Yorkshire 
~, Yorkshireman. [ME, f. ON ilk bitch] 

tyler. See tiler. 

tyl'opod, a. & n. (Animal) with padded 
not hoofed digits, e.g. camel. Hence 
tylop'odous a. [f. Gk tulos knob or tale 
callus, cushion +pous podos foot] 

tylos'is, n. (Path.) inflammation of eye¬ 
lids with hardening of the margins; 
(bot.) kind of growth formed in the 
cavity of a duct. So tyloT'ic a. [mod. L, 
f. Gk f. tulos or tule (prec., -osis)] 

tyl'ote, n. (zool.). Cylindrical sponge- 
-spicule knobbed at ends, [as prec. ] 

tymp, n. Crown of opening in front of 
hearth in blast-furnace; short horizontal 
roof-timber in mine. [abbr. of foil. ] 

tym'pan, n. Stretched sheet of membrane 
or thin material; frame for equalizing 
pressure in some printing-presses; (anat., 
archit.) = tympanum, [f. F tympan or L 
TYMPANUM] 

tympan'ic, a. Like, acting like, a drum- 
-head; (anat.) of the tympanum ; ~ mem¬ 
brane, drum-membrane of ear; ~ (bone), 
bone of ear supporting this. [-IC] 

tympanist. Var. of timpanist. 

tympanlit'es (-z), n. Swelling of abdomen 
caused by air in intestine etc. Hence 
~it'ic a. [LL f. Gk tumpanites of drum 
(TYMPANUM, -ite1)] 

tympanlt'is, n. Inflammation of Lining 
membrane of tympanum, [-itis] 

tym'panum, n. (pi. -na). (Anat.) middle 
ear, (also tympanic membrane) ear-drum; 
modified end of trachea in ducks etc.; 
(archit.) triangular space forming field of 
pediment, similar space over door be¬ 
tween lintel & arch, door-panel; drum- 
-wheel for raising water from stream; kind 
of treadmill. [L, f. Gk tumpanon drum] 

TJn'wald (-Old), n. Isle of Man legisla¬ 
ture. [f. ON thing-VQllr place of assembly 
(thing assembly + VQllr field)] 

type1, n. 1. Person, thing, event, serving 
as illustration, symbol, prophetic simili¬ 
tude, or characteristic specimen, of 
another thing or of a class, as water may 
serve as a ~ of instability, paschal lamb is 
a ~ of Christ, these things are a ~ (have a 
prophetic significance), the treatment he 
received is but a ~ of what patriots must 
expect, he is an admirable ~ of modern 
athleticism or of themodem athlete. 2. Class 
of things etc. having common character¬ 
istics, as her beauty was of or belonged to 
another ~, dislike men of that ~. 3. 
(biol. etc.). Plan of structure, as deviates 
from the ~; main division of animal or 
vegetable kingdom characterized by this, 
as the vertebrate ~; organism having the 
essential characteristics of its group (so 
~ genus, genus giving its name to & having 
the characteristics of a higher group, 
e.g. a family); whence typ'AL a. 4. 
(chetn.). Compound whose structure 
illustrates that of many others, esp. 
hydrochloric acid, water, ammonia, & 
marsh-gas. 5. Object, conception, work 
of art, serving as model for subsequent 
artists. 6. Device on either side of medal 
or coin. 7. (print.). Piece of metal or 
wood having on its upper surface a letter 
or character for use in printing, (collect, 
sing.) set or supply or (with pi.) kind of 
these, as wooden ~s are or ~ is now used 
only for posters, ran short of ~, short of 
certain ~s, was printed in various ~s 
(kinds or sizes of ~), printed in large 
a large-~ Bible; brilliant, diamond, pearl, 
ruby, nonpareil, emerald, minion, brevier, 
bourgeois, long primer, small pica, pica, 
English, great primer, canon, ~ (principal 
sizes in ascending order); black 1-letter, 
CHURCH 1-text, CLARENDON, GERMAN 2-text, 
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GOTHIC, ITALIC, ROMAN2, RUNIC, SCRIPT, 

fount2 of 8. — -bar, line of ~s in solid 

bar as cast in some -—setting machines; 

—high, (of woodcut etc.) of proper height 
to print with — -metal, alloy used for 
printing-~s; script, ~ written matter; 
—Lsetter, compositor, (also) composing 
machine; ~£setting, setting of ~s in proper 
order for printing, —setting machine (for 
simplifying this process, occas. including 
the making of ~s as they are needed); 
'-‘-wheel, wheel bearing letters in relief as 
used in some ~writers & telegraphs; 
write, print (copy etc., or abs.) with ~- 
writer; writer, machine for producing 
printed characters on paper as substitute 
for handwriting, (now rare) typist. [F, or 
f. L f. Gk tupos impression, figure, type, 
f. tupto strike] 

type2, v.t. Be a type of; typewrite, [prec.] 
typhljit'is, n. Inflammation of caecum & 
vermiform appendix. Hence ~it'ic a. 
[mod. L, f. Gk tuphlon caecum or blind 
gut (tuphlos blind) + -itis ] 

typh'oid, a. & n. Like typhus; ~ (fever), 
infectious fever with eruption of red 
points on chest & abdomen & severe 
intestinal irritation, enteric; ~ bacillus, 
germ causing ~; ~ condition (of depressed 
vitality, occurring in many acute 
diseases); ~ pneumonia (combined with 
~). Hence typhoid'AL a. [f. typhus + 
-OID ] 

typhoman'ia, n. Muttering delirium 
characteristic of typhus. [Gk (tupho-) f. 
tuphos TYPHUS, -MANIA] 

typhoon', n. Violent hurricane in the 
China seas occurring esp. from July to 
October. Hence typhon'ic a. [partly f. 
Arab, tufan peril, f. Gk tuphon whirlwind, 
partly f. Chin, tai fung big wind] 

typh'us, n. Fever marked by eruption of 
purple spots, great prostration, & usu. 
delirium; malignant, simple, —, severe, 
mild, form of Hence typh'ous a. 
[mod. L f. Gk tuphos smoke, stupor] 

typ'ic, a, = foil, (first sense), [f. F typique 
f. LL f. Gk tupikos (as type l, see -ic) ] 

typical, a. Serving as a type or character¬ 
istic example, representative, symbolical, 
emblematic, (of), as a — genus, plant, 
Scotsman, is — of the genus, was — of 
(foreshadowed) Christ’s second coming; 
characteristic of, serving to distinguish, 
a type, as ~ markings, structure, phrase¬ 
ology. Hence —ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. LL 
typicalis (prec., -al)] 

typ'I|fy, v.t. Represent by a type, fore¬ 
shadow ; be a type of, embody the charac¬ 
teristics of. Hence ~fica'tion, ~flER1, 
nn. [f. L typhus type 1 + -fy ] 

typist, n. User of typewriter, [f. type1 

+ -1ST ] 
typ'd, n. (si.; pi. -s). = typographer. 

[abbr. ] 
typ'|o-, comb, form of Gk tupos type 1, as: 

~ograph, machine for making & setting 
type; oolite, stone impressed with flguro 

ubiinfra 

of animal etc., fossil ;—ol'ogy, doctrine, in¬ 
terpretation, of (esp. biblical) types, so 
~olo’gical a.; -ortym (biol.), name based 
on a type, so ~dn'ymal, —onyrn’ie, aa. 

typog'raphly, n. Art of printing, whence 
t'ER1 n.; character, appearance, of 
printed matter, as faults of —y, the—y teas 
admirable. Hence typograph'ic(AL) aa., 
typograph'icalLY2 adv. [F (-ie), = type 
+ -0- +-GRAPHY] 

tyrann'|Ic(al), a. (~ic rare). Acting like, 
characteristic of, a tyrant; arbitrary, 
imperious, despotic. Hence or cogn. 
~icalLY2, ty'rannousLY2, advv., ~ical- 
ness n., ty'rannous a. [—ic f. L f. Gk 
turannikos (TYRANT, -IC) + -AL ] 

tyrann'i|cide, n. Killer, killing, of a 
tyrant. Hence ~cid'.\L a. [F, f. L tyran- 
nicida, -cidium (as tyrant, see -cipe)] 

ty'rannize, -ise (-iz), v.i. & t. Play the 
tyrant, rule despotically or cruelly (over 
person etc.); (now rare) rule (person etc.) 
despotically, [f. F tyranniser (tyrant, see 
-I7.E)] 

ty'ranny, n. Despotic or cruel exorcise 
of power; instance of this, tyrannical 
act or behaviour; rule of (Greek) tyrant, 
period of this. [ME, f. OF tyrannie f. med. 
L (-ia) f. Gk turannia, as foil., -Y1] 

tyr'ant, n. Oppressive or cruel ruler; 
(Gk hist.) absolute ruler usu. owing his 
office to usurpation. Thirty T~s, oligarchs 
ruling Athens 404-403 u.c.; ~-bird, ~ fly- 
-catcher, kinds of Amer. passerine bird. 
[ME tyran, -ant, f. OF tiran, tyrant f. L f. 
Gk turannos] 

tyre1, n. (Anglo-Ind.). Curdled milk & 
cream. [Tamil tayir] 

t.n'e2. See tire2. 

tyr'o. See tiro. 

Tyrolese' (-z), a. & n. (pi. same). (Native) 
of the Tyrol. [-ESE] 

TyroHSnne', n. Dance of Tyrolese pea¬ 
sants, song suitable for this. [F] 

tyrotox'Icon, n. A ptomaine produced in 
milk or cheese, [f. Gk turos cheese + 
toxikon poison] 

Ty'rrhene, Tyrrhenian, (-re-), aa. & nn. 
Etruscan, [f. L f. Gk Turrhenos + -ian ] 

tzetze. See tsetse. 

Tzigane (tsigalm'), a. & n. 1. Of the 
Hungarian gipsies or their music. 2. u. 
Hungarian gipsy. [F, f. Magyar czigdny ] 

u 
U, u, (u), letter (pi. Us, U’s). U-boat, 
German submarine [G untersee, under¬ 
water]; U-bolt, -tube, etc. (shaped like 
U); U.P. (si. pronunc. of up adv., esp. it's 
all U.P.). 

ubi'ety, n. Being in definite place, local 
relation, whereness. [f. L ubi where, 
see -ty ] 

iib'l In’fra, adv. In the place (in book 
etc.) mentioned below. [L, lit. where 
below] 
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ubiquitar'ian, a. & n. (theol.). Of, be¬ 
liever in, the omnipresence of Christ’s 
body. Hence~iSMn. [foil., -arian] 

ubi'quitly, n. Omnipresence; being 
everywhere or in an indefinite number of 
places at same time; II ~y of the king 
(law), his official presence in courts in 
the person of his judges. Hence ~ous a., 
'-ously2 adv., '—'Ousness n. [f. mod. L 
ubiquitas f. L ubique everywhere f. ubi 
where, -ity] 

ub'X sup'ra, adv. In the place (in book 
etc.) above mentioned. [L, lit. where 
above] 

ud'al, n. Kind of freehold right based on 
uninterrupted possession prevailing in 
N. Europe before feudal system & still 
in Orkney & Shetland (often attrib., as 
~ tenure); ~-man, holder of property by 
~, so~1er1 n. [f. ON othal, = OE athel, 
ethel, OHG uodil] 

udd'er, n. Mammary glands of cattle etc. 
esp. when large & having more than one 
teat. Hence (-)~ed2 (-erd), ~lbss, aa. 
[OE uder, OS udar, OHG utar, f. Gmc 
*udhr- cogn. w. I. uber, Gk outhar] 

udom'eter, n. Rain-gauge. Hence iido- 
met'ric a. [f. F udometre f. L udus damp 
+ -0-+ -METER] 

ugh (dbh), int. expr. disgust or horror, 
ug'ly, a. & n. 1. Unpleasing or repulsive 
to sight, as an ~ beast of a bulldog, must 
not make ~ faces, the ugliest house I have 
seen, has an ~ scar on the forehead; 
morally repulsive, vile, discreditable, un¬ 
pleasant, unpleasantly suggestive, threat¬ 
ening, unpromising, as ~ vices, his 
conduct has an ~ look, ~ rumours are 
about, an ~ (awkward) job, an ~ customer, 
formidable person, cloud has an ~ look, 
have had ~ weather, an ~ gash; ~ duck- 
ling, person who turns out the genius 
etc. of the family after being thought 
the dullard etc. (w. ref. to cygnet in brood 
of ducks in an Andersen tale). Hence 
Ug'llFY V.t., Ug'llLY2 adv., Ug'llNESS n. 
2. n. II Shade worn as appendage to bonnet 
about middle of 19th c. [ME, f. ON 
uggligr to be dreaded, f. ugga to dread, 
see -LY1] 

Ug'rian, Ug'ric, (ob-), aa. Finnic, [f. 
name of a tribe + -ian, -ic ] 

uh'lan (do-, u-), n. (hist.). Cavalryman 
armed with lance in some European 
armies. [F, G, f. Pol. (h)ulan f. Turk. 
oghlan son, youth, servant] 

Uitlander (at'ldnder), n. (S. Africa). 
Foreigner, alien. [Du., f. uit out + land 
land; cf. outlandish] 

ukase', n. Edict of Tsarist Russian 
government; any arbitrary order, [f. 
Russ, ukaz’ ordinance, edict] 

ukulele (ukwla'16), n. Four-stringed 
Hawaiian guitar, [native] 

-ular, suf. repr. L -ularis (see -ule, -ah1), 

in adjj. f. nn. in -ulus, -via, -alum. E adjj. 
in~ are usu. f. L, med. or mod. L forms, 

some (corpusc~, funic~) dir. on L nn. 

ul'cer, n. Open sore on external or internal 
surface of body with secretion of pus 
etc.; (fig.) moral blemish, corrupting in¬ 
fluence, etc. Hence or cogn. ~ed! (-erd), 
~ous, aa., '—'Ously2 adv., ~ousness n. 
[ME, f. OF ulcere, or f. L ulcus -eris, rel. 
to Gk helkos] 

ul'cerlate, v.i. & t. Form, convert or be 
converted into, affect with, an ulcer (lit. & 
fig.). Hence or cogn. '—able, —ative, aa., 
~a'tion n. [f. L ulcerare (prec.), -ate3] 

-ule, suf. of dimm. f. L wds in -ulus, -ula, 
-ulum, as globule (L globulus f. globus), 
granule, pustule, & in mod. wds on L 
anal, anguillule. 

u'lema (do-), n. Moslem doctors of 
sacred law & theology esp. in former 
Turk, empire, [f. Arab 'ulema pi. of 'alim 
learned f. ‘alama know ] 

-ulent, suf. of adjj. f. L, repr. L -ulentus, 
the normal form of -lentus -lent, as in 
frauds, turb~, truc~; meaning, ‘abound¬ 
ing in, full of ’. Hence n. suf. -ulence. 

uli'ginose, a. (bot.). Growing in muddy 
places, [f. L uliginosus (uligo -ginis 
moisture, see -OSE1)] 

ull'age, n. (commerc.). What a cask 
etc. wants of being full, loss by evapora¬ 
tion or leakage; (si.) dregs. [ME, f. AF 
ulliage, OF ouillage (ouiller fill up, -age)] 

ul'mlin, n. (chem.). Black gummy sub¬ 
stance found on elm & other trees & in 
vegetable mould etc. Hence ~ic, ~ous, 
aa. (chem.). [f. L ulmus elm + -in] 

ul'nla, n. (pi. ~oe). Inner of two bones of 
forearm (cf. radios). Hence ~ar1 a., ~o- 

comb. form. [L, cogn. w. Gk diene, & 
ELL] 

-ulose, suf. repr. L -ulosits(see -ole, -ose’), 

forming adjj. on nn. in -ulus, -ula, -ulum. 
In E dir. f. L (calc~) or on L anal. (c/lob~). 
Where forms in ~ are paralleled by forms 
in -ulous, the former are either older 
forms now displaced by -ulous, or later 
forms different, for special senses. 

ul5t'rich|an, a. & n., ~ous, a., ( k ). 
Woolly-haired; (member) of the woolly- 
-haired division of mankind, [f. Gk oulos 
woolly + thrix trikhos hair + -an, -ous ] 

-ulous, suf. repr. L -ulosus (see -ulose), as 
in /o6~, pop~, & L -ulus, as in garr—, 
lrem~. 

ul'ster, n. Long loose overcoat often 
with belt orig. of U~ frieze, whence ~ed 2 
(-erd) a.; ?7~ custom, form of tenant¬ 
-right in Ireland. [ C/~ in Ireland ] 

ulter'ior, a. Situated beyond; more 
remote, not immediate, in the future, in 
the background, beyond what is seen or 
avowed, (~ views, motive, plans). Hence 
~ly2 adv. [L, compar. adj., corresp. to 
the advv. ultra, ultro ] 

ill'theta, a. Last, most remote, (in phrr.; 
~ ra'tio (-shi-), final argument esp. 
force; ~ ratio reg’um, last argument of 
kings, resort to arms; ~ thule). [L, 
fern, of ultimus, superl. as prec.] 

ul'timate, a. Last, final, beyond which 
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no other exists or is possible, as ~ result, 
analysis; fundamental, primary, as ~ 
basis, ~ 'principles, truths, ~ cause (beyond 
which no other can be found), the ~ fads 
of nature (beyond reach of analysis). 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. LL 
ultimare come to an end (ultimus, as 
prec.), see -ate2] 

ultimat'um, n. (pi. -turns, -ta). Final pro¬ 
posal or statement of terms, rejection of 
which by opposite party may lead to 
rupture, declaration of war, etc.; ulti¬ 
mate conclusion; fundamental principle, 
[neut. p.p. as prec. ] 

iil'tlmo, adj. (usu. abbr. ult.). In the 
month preceding that now current (cf. 
proximo, instant1), as your letters of the 
28th ult. & 3rd inst. [L, = in last (mense 
month), see ultima] 

ultimogen'iture, n. System in which 
youngest son (cf. primogeniture) takes 
inheritance, = borough-English, [f. L 
ultimus (see ultima) on primogeniture] 

ul'tra, a. & n. Favouring, advocate of, 
extreme views or measures, [orig. as 
abbr. of F ultra-royaliste] 

ultra-, pref. = L ultra beyond, on the other 
side of, sjs,~montane,~lcrrestrial,~-violet\ 
~microscope, instrument devised to reveal 
objects too minute to be detected by the 
ordinary microscope; ~microscopic, be¬ 
yond the power of conventional micro¬ 
scopes; ~ -short wave (radio), having a 
wave-length below 10 metres; ~son’ic a., 
relating to sound waves of such pitch as 
to be beyond the threshold of human 
audibility; ~son'ics n. pi.; esp. in sense 
‘ excessively or extravagantly, beyond 
what is usual or natural or reasonable as 
~classical, ~conservatism, ~conservative, 
~cosmopolitan, ~critical, ~fashionable, 
~partisan, ~Protcstant(ism), ~reliffious. 

ul'tra list, n. Holder of extreme opinions 
in politics, religion, etc. So ~ism n. [-1ST] 

ultramarine' (-en), a. & n. 1. Situated 
beyond the sea. 2. n. Blue pigment got 
from lapis lazuli; artificial ~ (made by 
mixing clay, carbonate of soda, sulphur, 
& resin); ~ ashes, residuum of lapis lazuli 
after extraction of ~, used by old 
masters for neutral flesh-tints etc. [f. 
med. L ultra(marinus marine); n. sense 
from fact that lapis lazuli was brought 
from beyond sea] 

ultram6n't|ane, a. & n. 1. Situated 
south of the Alps; Italian; favourable to 
the absolute authority of the Pope in 
matters of faith & discipline, whence 
~aniSM, ~amsT, nn. 2. n. One who resides 
south of the Alps, person holding ~ane 
views, [f. med. L ultra(memtanus f. L 
mons -ntis mountain + -ane) ; earlier in 
senses, ‘ north of Alps ’, ‘ unfavourable 
to Popeetc., cf. tramontane, cis- 
montane] 

ultramun'dane, a. Beyond the world or 
the solar system; of another life. [f. L 
ultra(mundanus mundane)] 

Gltra-vl'olet, a. (Of invisible rays of 
the spectrum) beyond the violet rays. 
[ULTRA-] 

Ul'tra vtr'es (-z), adv. or pred. a. Beyond 
one’s power or authority. [L] 

m'ullate, v.i. Howl; hoot. So ~ant a., 
~a'tion n. ff. L ululare, see -ate3] 

-um. See -ium. 
um'bel, n. (bot.). Flower-cluster in which 
stalks nearly equal in length spring from 
common centre & form a flat or convex 
or concave surface as in parsley. Hence 
~1al, ^Iar1, ~1ate2(2), ~Hf'erous, um- 

bell'iFORM, aa., ~1et‘, umbell'uLE, nn. 
[f. L umbella sunshade dim. of umbra] 

um'ber, n., a., & v.t. 1. Natural pigment 
like ochre but darker & browner (raw ~, 
this in natural state, of dark yellow 
colour, burnt ~, redder & deeper in 
colour), whence ~Y2 a.; grayling; —bird 
(also umbrctle'), Afr. bird allied to stork 
& heron. 2. adj. Of ~ colour, dark, 
dusky. 3. v.t. Colour with ~. [f. F 
(lerre d’) ombre or It. (terra di) ombra, 
either = shadow (L umbra) or f. fern, of 
L Umber Umbrian] 

umbil'ical (or -ik'al), a. Of, situated near, 
the umbilicus, as ~ cord, ropelike 
structure passing from foetus to placenta; 
central; connected through the female 
line, as an ~ ancestor, [f. med. L umbiXi- 
calis (umbilicus, -al)] 

umbil'iclate, a. Shaped like a navel, 
whence ~a'tion n.; having an umbilicus, 
[f. L umbilicatus (umbilicus, -ate2)] 

umbilic'us (or -bll'i-), n. Navel, whence 
umbiliF'EROUS, um'biliFORM, aa.; (bot., 
zool., conch.) navel-like formation; 
(geom.) point in a surface through which 
all lines of curvature pass; (Rom. ant.) 
boss at each end of stick on which MS. was 
rolled. [L, cogn. w. Gk omphalos, & 
navel] 

um'bles (-biz), n. pi. (obs.). Edible offal 
of deer; attrib. in umble-pie (cf. humble 
pie). [15th c.; var. of numbles] 

um'bo, n. (pi. ~s, ~ne.s pr. -on'ez). Bos3 
of shield, esp. in centre; (bot., zool., etc.) 
boss, knob, protuberance. Hence um- 
bonAL, um'bonATE2, umbon'ic, aa. [L, 
gen. -oriis] 

um'br|a, n. (pi. ~a,e). (Astron.) total 
shadow (cf. penumbra) cast by the earth 
or moon in an eclipse; dark central part 
of sun-spot (cf. penumbra); (Rom. ant.) 
uninvited guest brought by a guest. 
Hence ■~AL a. [L, = shade] 

um'brage, n. Sense of slight or injury, 
offence, as give, take, (chiefly poet.) 
shade, what gives shade, so umbrage¬ 
ous (-jus) a. [ME, f. OF ombrage f. Rom. 
*umbraticum (L -us adj.), see umbra, 
-AGE] 

umbrell'a, n. I. Light circular canopy of 
silk or other material attached to radia¬ 
ting folding frame sliding on stick carried 
in the hand as protection against rain or 
(now usu. sunshade, parasol) sun; (fig.) 



umbrette 

a screen of fighter aircraft or (in full — 
barrage) a curtain of fire put up as pro¬ 
tection against enemy aircraft; gelatinous 
disc of jellyfish etc. by contraction & ex¬ 
pansion of which it swims; (also ~-shell) 
gasteropod with —like shell. 2. —bird, 
kinds of S.-Amer. bird with radiating 
crest; <—stand (for holding closed ~s, 
usu. with pan at bottom to catch drip¬ 
pings); —tree, small kind of magnolia 
with leaves in —like whorl at end of 
branch, (colloq.) tree so grafted or trained 
that its branches droop in ~ form. Hence 
—’d [-ED2] a. [f. It. ombrella, dim. of 
orribra shade f. umbra ] 

umbrette. See umber. 
Um'brlan (0-), a. & n. X. Of (ancient or 
modern) Umbria; — school, school of 
painting to which Raphael & Perugino 
belonged. 2. n. Language, inhabitant, of 
ancient Umbria, [-an] 

umbrif'erous, a. Affording shade, [f. L 
umbrifer (umbra, see -ferocs)] 

umiah (dom'yftk), n. Eskimo boat worked 
by women. [Esk.] 

umlaut (dbm'lowt), n., & v.t. 1. (In 
Germanic languages) vowel change due 
to i or u (now usu. lost or altered) in 
following syllable (e.g. German mann 
manner, fuss fusse, English man men). 
2. v.t. Modify (form, sound) by the —. 
[G (tin- about +laut sound)] 

um'pire, n., & v.i. & t. 1. (Law) third 
person called in to decide between arbi¬ 
trators who disagree; person chosen to 
decide question; person chosen to enforce 
rules & settle disputes_ in cricket or other 
game. Hence um'pirAGE(3), —ship, nn. 
2. vb. Act as — (for persons, in game etc.), 
act as — in (game). [ME ; later form of 
noumpere f. OF non-, nomper not equal, in 
sense odd man (non not + per peer1); for 
lOSS Of n- Cf. ADDER] 

ump'teen, a. (si.). Several, many, a lot of. 
[joc. form, on -teen] 

’un, pron. (colloq.). One, as that’s a good 
’un, he’s a tough ’un. 

un- ’, repr. OE wn-, on-, (orig. and-, see 
answer), OS ant-, OHG ant-, ini- (G -ent), 
Goth, and-, cogn. with Gk anti; pref. 
of vbs w. neg. sense & usu. denoting 
action contrary to or annulling that of 
the simple vb. The pref. being unlimited 
in use, only a selection of the existing vbs 
& derivative wds is here given. Adjj. in 
-able, -ed, & -ing, are identical in form 
with wds in un-2, with or without material 
difference in meaning; undoable, unstrap- 
pable, may mean ‘that can be undone, 
unstrapped’, or ‘that cannot be done, 
strapped’; unbracing may mean ‘that 
unbraces’ or ‘that does not brace’; an 
unbending person is one fond of or averse 
to relaxation; an un2coiled rope must be 
coiled before it can be un1coiled; an un- 
bridlvi)1 horse may (un-1) or may not 
(un-2) have been previously bridled, in 
either case he is now un2bridlEV2. As a 

un- 

rule, the un-2 forms of such adjj. are 
current, the others not. The stress in the 
foil, wds is not marked, being the same as 
in the simple vb or n. or, where that is 
monosyllabic, falling on the second syl¬ 
lable (undeceive', unsay’); but p.pp. or 
adjj. in -ed, whether in un-1 or UN-2, tend 
in attrib. use to take stress on un- (cf. 
-ed2), as an un'masked villain, an un¬ 
muzzled hound, villain was unma'sked, dog 
icas unmuz'zled. 

1. Wds formed upon a simple verb & 
with contrary sense (rarely w. intensified 
negative sense, as unloose). The distinc¬ 
tion between some of these & the vbs 
in sections 2, 3, & 4, which appear to be 
formed rather on a noun, is necessarily 
arbitrary, the assumed simple vb (iden¬ 
tical in form with the noun, from 
which it is usu. derived) being often rare 
or non-existent in the required senses of 
‘ furnish with ’, ‘ place in ’, etc. 
Exx.; unanchor v.t. & i.; unattire v.t. & 

i.; unbalance v.t.; unbank v.t., cause (fire) 
to burn briskly by removing ashes from 
top; unbar v.t., remove bar from (gate 
etc.), unlock, open, (often fig.); unbear 
v.t., take oil or relax bearing-rein of 
(horse); unbend v.t. & i., change from 
bent position, straighten, relax (mind 
etc.) from strain or exertion, rid oneself of 
constraint, be affable, whence unbending1 
a., (naut.) unfasten (sails) from yards & 
stays, cast (cable) loose, untie (rope); 
unbeseem v.t., be unbecoming to; unbias 
v.t., free from bias; unbind v.t., release 
from bonds or binding; unblindfold v.t.; 
unblock v.i. & t. (cards), play high card 
to avoid interrupting partner’s long suit, 
give free scope to (partner’s suit) by such 
play; unbolt v.t., release (door etc.) by 
drawing back bolt; unbonnet v.i. & t., 
take off cap etc. e.g. in salutation, remove 
the bonnet of: unbosom v.i. & t., disclose 
one’s secret feelings, disclose (thoughts 
etc.); unbrace v.t., remove the braces of, 
free from tension, relax (nerves etc.); 
unbraid v.t., separate the strands of; 
unbreech v.t., free the breech of (cannon) 
from fastenings etc.; unbridle v.t., re¬ 
move bridle from (horse, fig. person, 
tongue, etc.); unbuckle v.t., release the 
buckle of (strap, shoe, etc.); unburden 
v.t., relieve of burden, relieve (oneself, 
conscience, etc.) by confession etc. to 
person; unbutton v.t., open (coat etc.) by 
withdrawing buttons from buttonholes; 
unchain v.t.; unchristianize v.t.; unclasp 
v.t., loosen the clasp of; unclench, -inch, 
v.t. & i.; unclog v.t.; unclose v.t. & i., 
open; unclothe v.t.; uncock v.t., let down 
hammer of (gun) softly so as not to 
explode charge; uncoil v.t. & i.; uncord 
v.t.; uncork v.t., draw cork from (bottle), 
(colloq.) give vent or expression to 
(feelings etc.); uncouple v.t., release 
(dogs, railway-cars, etc.) from couples 
or couplings; uncover v.t. & i., remove 
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covering from, lay bare, disclose, take 
off one’s hat or cap; uncreate1 v.t., anni¬ 
hilate; uncross v.t., remove (logs, arms, 
knives, etc.) from crossed position; un¬ 
curb v.t.; uncurl v.t.; undeceive v.t., free 
from deception, whence undeceived1 a.; 
undeify v.t.; undo v.t., annul (cannot ~ the 
past, our past actions), untie or unfasten 
or unloose (coat, button, parcel), unfasten 
the buttons or garments or stays of 
(person), ruin the prospects or reputation 
or morals of, whence undoer, undoing, 
nn„ undone1 a.; undomesticate v.t.; 
undrape v.t.; undress1 v.t. & i., take off 
the clothes of, take off one’s clothes, 
whence undressed1 a.; unegoize v.t.; un¬ 
entangle v.t.; unequalize v.t.; unfasten 
v.t., whence unfastened1 a.; unfetter v.t., 
whence unfettered1 a.; unfeudalize v.t.; 
unfile v.t., remove (paper) from file; 
unfit v.t., make unsuitable (/or); unfix 
v.t., whence unfixed1 a.; unfold1 v.t. & i., 
open the folds of, spread out, (fig.) reveal 
(thoughts, designs), become opened out, 
develop; unform v.t.; unfurl v.t. & i., 
spread out (sail), become spread out; 
ungear v.t., strip of gear, throw out of 
gear; ungild v.t.; ungird v.t.; unglaze 
v.t.; unhallow v.t., profane, desecrate; 
unhand v.t., take one’s hands off, release 
from one’s grasp; unhang v.t., remove 
from hanging position, strip (wail etc.) 
of hangings; unharness v.t.; unhasp v.t., 
loose from hasp; unhinge v.t., take (door) 
off its hinges, disorder (mind etc.), whence 
unhinged a.; unhitch v.t.; unhook v.t., 
remove from hook, open (dress etc.) by 
detaching its hooks; unhoop v.t.; unliouse 
(-z) v.t., deprive of shelter, drive from 
house; unhumanize v.t.; unjoin v.t.; un¬ 
joint v.t., separate joints of (fishing-rod 
etc.); unkink v.t. & i.; unknit v.t.; unknot 
v.t.; unlace v.t., loose or open by undoing 
lace(s) of (boot, stays, etc.); unlade v.t.; 
unlash v.t. (naut.); unlatch v.t., release 
latch of (door); unlay v.t. (naut.), un¬ 
twist; unlearn v.t., expel from one’s 
memory, forget the knowledge of, rid 
oneself of (esp. false or misleading in¬ 
formation, habit, etc.); unline v.t., re¬ 
move lining of; unlink v.t.; unload v.t., 
remove load from (ship, cart, etc., or 
abs.), remove (load) from ship etc., (Stock 
Excli.) get rid of (stocks or shares), sell 
out, withdraw charge from (gun etc.); 
unlock v.t., release lock of (door, box, etc., 
fig. mind etc.), (fig.) disclose (secret etc.); 
unlodge v.t., dislodge; unloose v.t., loose; 
unmake v.t., destroy, annul; unmask v.t. 
& i., remove the mask from, expose 
(villain, villainy), take off one’s mask, 
reveal one’s true character etc.; unmew 
v.t. (poet., rhet.), release; unmoor v.t., 
loose the moorings of (vessel etc. or fig., 
also abs.), weigh one of two or more 
anchors of (vessel); unmortise v.t.; un- 
mould v.t., change the form of; unmuffle 
v.t. & i., remove muffler from (face, bell, 

etc.), remove muffler etc. from one’s face; 
unmuzzle v.t., (esp., fig.) relieve of obliga¬ 
tion to remain silent; unnaturalize v.t., 
make unnatural; unnerve v.t., deprive of 
nerve or strength or resolution, w’hence 
unnerved a.; unpack v.t., open & remove 
contents of (package, box, etc., or abs.), 
take out (contents) from package etc.; 
unpeg v.t., remove the peg(s) from or of, 
open thus; unpeople v.t., depopulate; 
unpick v.t., undo (stitches, garment, etc.) 
by picking, open with pick; unpin v.t., 
unfasten by removing pins; unplait v.t.; 
unplug v.t.; unpreach v.t., recant in 
preacliing; unravel v.t., separate (threads 
etc.), separate the threads of (material), 
disentangle (lit. & fig.); unreel v.t. & i., 
unwind, become unwound, from reel; 
unreeve v.t. (naut.); unrein v.t., give the 
rein to (often fig.); unriddle v.t., solve 
or explain (riddle, mystery); unrig v.t. 
(naut.); unrip v.t., rip open or apart; 
unrivet v.t.; unroll v.t. & i., open (roll 
of cloth etc.), (of roll) be opened, display, 
be displayed; unro-manize v.t.; unroot 
v.t., pull up by root; unsaddle v.t. (often 
abs.); unsay v.t., retract (statement), 
whence unsaid1 a.; unscrew v.t., unfasten 
by removing screws, loosen (screw); 
unseal v.t., break the seal of, open, (letter 
etc.); unseam v.t., rip open (garment etc.) 
at seam; unseal v.t., remove from seat, 
throw from seat on horseback, depose 
(M.P. etc.) from seat, w-hence unseated1 
a.; unset v.t., remove (gem) from its 
setting; unsettle v.t., disturb orderly 
arrangement of, discompose, disincline to 
routine etc. (holidays ~ me), derange 
(intellect), whence unsettled1 a.; un¬ 
shackle v.t.; unsheathe v.t.; unship v.t., 
unload (cargo), disembark (passenger), 
(naut.) remove (oar, tiller, etc.) from 
place where it is fixed or fitted, w-hence 
unshipped1 a.; unsling v.t. (esp. naut.); 
unspeak v.t., retract; unsteel v.t., soften, 
relax, (resolution, person); unstick v.t., 
separate (thing stuck to another; come 
unstuck, si., come to grief, fail); un¬ 
stitch v.t., undo stitches of; unstock v.t., 
deprive of stock, remove (gun-barrel) 
from stock; unstop v.t., free from ob¬ 
struction, remove stopper from; unstrap 
v.t., remove or undo the strap(s) of; 
unstring v.t., remove the strings of, loosen 
strings of (harp etc.), take (beads etc.) off 
string, weaken (nerves), weaken nerves of 
(person etc.), whence unstrung a.; un¬ 
swaddle v.t.; unswathe v.t.; unswear v.t., 
recant by oath; unlock v.t., disjoin, 
separate, (thing tacked to another); 
untangle v.t.; unteach v.t.; untemper v.t., 
take away the temper of (metal etc.); 
untether v.t.; unthink v.t., retract in 
thought; unthread v.t., take thread out 
of (needle), find one’s way out of (maze); 
untie v.t., undo (knot etc.), undo the 
cords etc. of (bundle, package, etc.), 
liberate from bonds, whence untied1 a.; 
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untruss v.t.; untuck v.t.; untune v.t., 
put out of tune (lit. & fig.); untwine v.t. 
& i.; untwist v.t. & i.; unveil v.t. & i., 
remove veil from, remove one’s veil, 
remove concealing drapery from (statue 
etc.) with ceremonies; unvote v.t., retract 
by vote (what has been voted); unwarp 
v.t., restore from warped state; unweave 
v.t., take to pieces (textile fabric), 
separate (woven threads); unwill v.t., 
will the reverse of (what one has willed); 
unwind v.t. & i., draw out at length (what 
is wound), become thus drawn out, 
whence unwound1 a.; unicork v.t., undo, 
destroy, (fabric etc.); unwrap v.t.; un¬ 
wrinkle v.t.; unyoke v.t. & i., release (as) 
from yoke, (fig.) cease work. 

2. Vbs formed on n. or vb—see (1)—& 
having sense ‘ deprive of ’, ‘ separate 
from ’. A simple vb sometimes exists in 
same sense, e.g. (un)bone, (un)husk, (un)- 
shell. 
Exx.: unapparel v.t.; unarm v.t., 

deprive of arms or armour, whence un¬ 
armed1 a.; unballast v.t.; unbelt v.t.; 
unbone v.t.; unboot v.t. & i.; unbowel v.t.; 
unca.p v.t.; uncloak v.t.; uncowl v.t., 
uncover (face) by removing cowl, un¬ 
monk; uncrown v.t., deprive (esp. fig. 
king etc.) of crown; unedge v.t., destroy 
edge of, blunt; unface v.t., expose; un¬ 
feather v.t.; unfence v.t.; unflesh v.t.; 
unflower v.t.; unframe v.t.; unfrock v.t., 
deprive of frock or (fig.) of ecclesiastical 
rank; ungirdle v.t.; unglove v.t. & i., 
deprive of, take off one’s, gloves; unyown 
v.t.; ungum v.t.; unhair v.t.; unliat v.t.; 
unhelm v.t.; unhusk v.t.; unlead (-15d) 
v.t. (print.), remove leads from (types); 
unlimber v.t. & abs.; unman v.t., deprive 
(esp. ship) of men, see also (4); unmanlle 
v.t.; tinna.U v.t., take nails out of, un¬ 
fasten (box etc.) thus; unplume v.t.; 
unprop v.t.; unring v.t.; unrobe v.t. & i., 
undress; unroof v.t.; unrumple v.t..; un- 
scale v.t., remove scales of; unself v.t., 
rid of self, unegoize; unsex v.t., deprive 
(usu. woman) of the qualities of the sex; 
unshell v.t.; unshoe v.t., take shoe(s) off 
(horse etc.); unshot v.t., remove shot 
from (gun); unshutter v.t.; unsinew v.t.; 
unsister v.t.; unsolder v.t.; unspar 
v.t.; unstarch v.t., free from starch or 
(fig.) stiffness or reserve; unslopper v.t.; 
untile v.t.; untin v.t.; untooth v.t.; 
unturf v.t. 
3. Vbs similarly formed with sense ‘ re- 

leas 3 from’, ‘take out of’, ‘displace 
from ’. 
Exx.: unbag v.t.; unbed v.t.; unbilt v.t. 

(naut.); unbox v.t.; uncage v.t.; uncart 
v.t.; uncase v.t.; unchurch v.t., excom¬ 
municate ; uncloister v.t.; uncoop v.t.; 
undock v.t.; unearth v.t., drive (fox etc.) 
from an earth, dig up, (fig.) bring to light; 
unfold2 v.t., release (sheep) from fold; 
unhive v.t.; unhorse v.t., throw from 
horse, (of horse) throw (rider), cause 

to dismount; unleash v.t.; unnest v.t.; 
unpen v.t.; unperch v.t.; unroost v.t.; 
unsnare v.t.; unspell v.t., release from 
spell; unsphere v.t.; unstep v.t. (naut.); 
untent v.t.; unthrone v.t.; untomb v.t. 

4. Occasional vbs formed f. norms with 
sense ‘cause to be no longer’, ‘degrade 
from the position of ’. 
Exx.: unbishop v.t.; unduke v.t.; unking 

v.t.; unlord v.t.; unman v.t., deprive of 
manly qualities, break the courage of, dis¬ 
hearten, emasculate, see also (2); unmonk 
y.t.; unpope v.t.; unprelate v.t.; unpriest 
v.t.; unprince v.t.; unqueen v.t.; un¬ 
squire v.t.; unvicar v.t. 

un-2, repr. OE un-, OS, OHG, Goth, un-, 
ON il-, 6-, corresp. to L isr-2, Gk an-, a.-, 
Skr. an-; pref. giving neg. sense to adjj. 
with their derivative nn. & adw., & to a 
miscellaneous group of nn. not formed on 
adjj.; see (2). 

1. Of the many adjj. formed with un-, 
esp. of those in -able, -ed, -ing, for which 
cf. un-1, only a selection is here given. 
The sense of un- is either simply ‘not’ 
(as in most adjj. in -able, -ed, -ing, & in 
some others, as unofficial) or more com¬ 
monly ‘the reverse of’, with implication 
of praise, blame, etc. Between un- & in-2 
a differentiation has been suggested ac¬ 
cording to 'which inartistic means ‘con¬ 
trary to rules of art’, ‘such as an artist 
would condemn’, & unartistic means ‘not 
concerned -with rules of art’; & pairs of 
words may be found that bear out the 
distinction, esp. where one of the pair has 
long been restricted to the proposed 
sense & the other has been created or 
revived to supply its deficiencies (im¬ 
moral, unmoral). But the purely neutral 
sense thus ascribed to un- is not that 
found in many of the most familiar adjj. 
(unbeautiful, unfair, ungraceful, ungra¬ 
cious, unkind, tmjust, ungenerous, untrue, 
unscrupulous, unmanly, unscholarly, un¬ 
ladylike, unchristian), including some of 
the exact type of unartistic (unscientific, 
unphilosophical): when we say that a 
thing is untrue, we do not mean that it 
does not matter for our purpose whether 
it is true or not, but that it is culpably in¬ 
consistent with truth. Apart from the 
adjj. in -able, -ed, -ing, both un- & in- 
more commonly have this implication of 
blame etc., the purely neutral sense being 
often given by non-(5). in-2 is preferred 
to un- with certain terminations of L 
orig., e.g. -ate, -ite, -ant, -eni, -ble (exc. 
-able, now a living E suf.). It is for the 
most part arch, with -ed1,2 (indigested 
etc., but cf. inexperienced), and is not used 
with -ing, -ful, -like, -ly, etc. Derivatives 
in -ly, -ness, -ity, etc., are briefly recorded; 
stress follows that of the simple adj.; 
but for adjj. in -ed see UN-1. 
Exx.: unabashed; unabated; unab¬ 

breviated; unabeited; unabiding; unable, 
not able (to do); unabridged; unabsorbable; 
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unabsorbed; unabsorbent; unaccented; 
unaccentuated; unacceptable; unaccom¬ 
modating; unaccompanied, not accom¬ 
panied, (mus.) without accompaniment; 
unaccomplished, not accomplished or 
achieved, lacking accomplishments; un- 
accordant; unaccountable (-bilily, -bleness, 
-bly), that cannot be explained, strange, 
irresponsible; unaccoutred-, unaccredited-, 
unaccused; unaccustomed, not accustomed 
(to), not usual (his ~ silence); unachiev¬ 
able ; unachieved; unacknowledged; un¬ 
acquainted ; unacquirable; unacquired; 
unacted; unadaptable; unadapted; unad¬ 
dicted; unaddressed; unadjudged; un- 
ad j usled; unadministered; unadmired; 
unadmonished; unadopted, || (esp., of new 
roads) not taken over for maintenance 
by the local authority; unadorned; un¬ 
adulterated ; unadventurous; lenadvisable 
(-bility); unadvised (-edly), indiscreet, 
rash, without advice; unaffable; unaffected 
(-ly, -ness), free from affectation, genuine, 
sincere, not affected (by); unaffiliated; 
unafflicted; unaggressive; unaided; un¬ 
alarmed ; unalleviated; unallotted; un- 
allowaJAe; unalloyed; unalterable (-bility, 
-bleness, -bly); unaltered; unamazed; un¬ 
ambiguous (-ly, -ness); unambitious (-ly, 
-ness); unamenable; unamenduble; un- 
-American, not American, foreign to 
American customs or ideas; unamiable 
(-bility, -bleness, -bly); unamvsing; un¬ 
analysable ; unanalysed; unanimated; un¬ 
announced; unanswerable (-bility, -bleness, 
-bly), that cannot be answered or refuted; 
unanswered -unanticipated ;unapocryphal; 
unapostolic, contrary to apostolic usage, 
not having apostolic authority; un¬ 
appalled ; unapparelled; unapparent; un¬ 
appeasable ; unappeased; unappetizing 
(-ly); unapplied; unappreciated; unappre¬ 
ciative ; unapprehended; unapprehensive; 
unajyprised; unapproachable (-bility, -ble¬ 
ness, -bly); unappropriated (~ blessing, 
joc., old maid); unapproved; unapproving 
(-ly); unapt (-ly, -ness); unarmed2; un- 
ai~moured; unarranged; unarrayed; un¬ 
arrested; unartificial (-ly), not artificial, 
natural; unartistic; unascertainable; un¬ 
ascertained; unashamed; unasked; un¬ 
aspirated; unaspiring (-ly); unassailable, 
not assailable, (of statement etc.) against 
which nothing can be said; unassayed; 
unassignable; unassimilated; unassisted; 
unassuming, making little of one’s merits 
or status; unattached, not attached, (law) 
not seized for debt, (mil.) not assigned to 
regiment or company, (uniw., of student) 
belonging to no college; unattainable 
(-ness); unattempted; unattended; unattes¬ 
ted ; unattractive (-ly, -ness); unaugmented; 
unauthentic (-ity); unauthenticated; un¬ 
authorized; unavailable; unavailing (-ly), 
ineffectual; unavenged; unavoidable (-bly); 
unavowed; unaware, not aware (of, that, 
etc.); unawares (Qnawaiz') [-ES] adv. & n., 
unexpectedly, by surprise, unintention¬ 

ally, as was taken ~ by his question, must 
have dropped it~, (n.) at ~, unexpectedly; 
unbacked, not supported, having no 

backers (esp. in betting), (of horse) un¬ 
broken, not taught to bear rider; un¬ 
balanced, (esp., of the mind) disordered, 
violently impulsive; unbaptizecl; unbear¬ 
able (-bly); unbeaten, not beaten, not sur¬ 
passed (~ record etc.); unbeauliful, ugly; 
unbecoming (ly, -ness), indecorous (an ~ 
'speech), not befitting (person, to or for 
person), not suited to the wearer (an ~ 
hat); unbefitting; tmbefriended; unbegot- 
ten; unbeknown, -knownst, (colloq.), not 
known, esp. ~ to quasi-adv., without the 
knowlodgo of, as did it ~ to him; unbeliev¬ 
able ; unbelieving (-ly), not believing esp. in 
divine revela,tion; unbeloved (-vd); unbend¬ 
ing2 (-ly, -ness), not bending, inflexible, 
firm, austere; unbeneficed; unbeseeming 
(-ly); unbesought; unbespoken; unbias(s)ed; 
unbiblical, not in or authorized by the 
Bible; unbidden, not commanded, not 
invited; unbigoled; unbirthday, (joe., of 
a present) given on a day other than a 
birthday); unbleached; unblemished; un- 
blesl; unblooded, (of horse etc.) not 
thoroughbred; unblushing (-ly, -ness); 
unbookish; unborn; unbounded (-ly, -ness), 
not bounded (by, or abs.), infinite; un¬ 
bred; unbribable; unbridled, not bridled, 
esp. fig., as ~ insolence, tongue; unbroken 
(-ly, -ness), not broken, not subdued, not 
interrupted (~ slumber, peace), not sur¬ 
passed (~ record), not broken in (~ 
horse); unbrotherly; unburdened; un¬ 
buried; untmsincsslike; 
uncalled, not called, esp. ~ for, imperti¬ 

nently obtruded, as the remark was ~ 
for, his ~-for remark; uncandul (-ly); 
uncanny (-incss), weird, mysterious, not 
canny; uncanonical (-ly, -ness); un¬ 
canonized; uncared-for, disregarded, neg¬ 
lected ; uncarpeted; uncastrated; uncata¬ 
logued ; uncaused, not caused, not created, 
self-existent; uncauterized; unceasing 
(-ly); unceremonious (-ly, -ness), informal, 
familiar, abrupt in manner, wanting in 
courtesy; uncertain (-ly, -ty), not cer¬ 
tainly knowing or known (am ~ which 
he means, ~ of his meaning, is of ~ 
age, the result is ~), not to be depended 
on (is ~ in his aim), changeable (~ 
temper, weather); uncertificated; un¬ 
challenged; unchancy (chiefly Sc.), un¬ 
lucky, unseasonable; unchangeable (-bly, 
ness); uncharitable (-bly, -ness), censori¬ 
ous, severe in judgement; unchartered; 
unchary; unchaste (-ly, -tity); unchast¬ 
ened; unchivalrous; unchristian (-ly, 
-ness), not Christian, contrary to the 
Christian character; uncircumcised, (fig.) 
heathen, unregenerate; uncircumstantial, 
not going into details; uncivil (-ly), i!l- 
-mannored. rude; uncivilized; unclad; un¬ 
claimed; unclean (-ness), not clean, foul, 
unchaste, ceremonially impure (in Jew¬ 
ish law); unclerical; unclothed; unclouded 



un- un- 1416 

(esp. of happiness etc., cf. cloudless); 
uncoined.-, uncoloured, not coloured, (fig.) 
not exaggerated or heightened in descrip¬ 
tion (~ account etc.); uncombed-, uncome- 
-at-able (-kumat-), colloq., not accessible 
or attainable; uncomely (-iness)-, uncom¬ 
fortable (-bly); uncommercial, not commer¬ 
cial, contrary to commercial principles; 
uncommitted-, uncommon (-ly, -ness) a. & 
colloq. adv., not common, unusual, re¬ 
markable, (adv.) remarkably (an ~ fine 
girl): uncommunicative (-ly, -ness), re¬ 
served, taciturn; uncompanionable; un¬ 
complaining (-ly, -ness); uncomplaisant 
(-ly); uncomplicated; uncomplimentary; 
uncompounded; uncompromising (-ly), not 
admitting of compromise, decided, in¬ 
flexible, unyielding; unconcerned (-edly), 
not concerned (in, ivith), easy in mind, 
free from anxiety or agitation; uncon¬ 
demned; uncondensed; unconditional (-ity, 
-ness, -ly), not subject to conditions, ab¬ 
solute, (~ surrender, refusal); uncondi¬ 
tioned, not subject to conditions (the U~, 
philos., that which is not subject to the 
conditions of finite existence; ~ reflex, 
psych., instinctive or inborn response to 
a stimulus); unconfirmed (esp. of rumour 
etc.); unconformable (-bly, -ness); uncon¬ 
genial (-ly); unconnected; unconquerable 
(-bly); unconquered; unconscientious (-ly, 
-ness); unconscionable (-bly, -ness), wholly 
unreasonable, not guided or restrained by 
conscience, (law) ~ bargain, contract 
too grossly unfair to be enforced, [prob. 
f. conscion, formed as sing, of conscience 
taken as pi.]; unconscious (-ly, -ness), not 
conscious, as ivas ~ of a.ny change, lay ~ 
for some hours, ~ cerebration, the ~ (as 
n.: sec TSYCHO-analysis); unconsecrated; 
unconsidered, disregarded; unconstitu¬ 
tional (-ity, -ly), (of measures, acts, etc.) 
opposed to a country’s constitution; un¬ 
constrained (-edly); unconsumed; uncon- 
tainable; uncontaminated; uncontemplated, 
not expected; uncontracted; uncontra¬ 
dicted; uncontrollable (-bly, -ness); un¬ 
controlled (-idly); uncontroversial (-ly); 
uncontroverted; unconventional (-ity, -ly), 
not bound by convention or custom, free 
in character or action or treatment; un¬ 
conversable ; unconversant; unconverted; 
unconvinced; uncooked; uncorroborated; 
uncorroded; uncorrupted; uncountenanced; 
uncoupled; uncourtly; uncovenanted, not 
promised by or based on a covenant (~ 
mercies of God), not enjoying a covenant; 
uncovered; uncoveted; uncreated, not yet 
created, (also arch, uncreate2) existing 
without being created; uncritical (-ly), 
disinclined or incompetent to criticize, not 
according to principles of criticism; un¬ 
crossed, not crossed (||~ cheque etc.), not 
thwarted; uncrowned (~ king, not yet 
crowned, also, having power but not name 
of king); unculled; uncultivable; unculti¬ 
vated ; uncultured; uncurbed; uncurtailed; 
uncushioned; uncustomed, not liable to 

duty, having paid no duty; uncut, not 
cut, esp. (of book) with full untrimmed 
margins, (loosely) unopened; 
undamaged; undated, not dated; un¬ 

daunted (-ly, -ness), not daunted, fearless; 
undebated; undebauched; undeceived2; un¬ 
decided (-ly), not settled (point is still ~), 
irresolute (he stood ~); undecipherable; 
undefended, (esp., of suit) in which no 
defence is put in; unde filed; undefined; un¬ 
delivered ; undemonstrated; undemonstra¬ 
tive, not given to showing strong feel¬ 
ings, reserved; undeniable (-bly), that 
cannot be denied or disputed, decidedly 
good; undenominational (~ education); 
undenounced; undependable; undeplored; 
undeposed; undepraved; undepreciated; 
undepressed; undescried; undeserved (-ed¬ 
ly) ; undeserving; undesignated; undesigned 
(-edly), not designed, esp. not intended; un¬ 
desirable (-bility, -bleness, -bly) a. Sen., not 
desirable, unpleasant, inconvenient, (n.)~ 
person; undesired, not desired or solicited; 
undesirous ; undetachable ; undetected; un¬ 
determined, not settled, irresolute; -un¬ 
deterred; undeveloped; undeviating (-ly); 
undevovt(-ly); undifferentiated; undiffused; 
undigested (esp. fig., of ill-arranged 
facts etc.); undignified, lacking or in¬ 
consistent with dignity; undiluted; 
undiminished; undimmed; undiplomatic; 
undirected; undiscerned; undiscerning 
(-ly); undischarged; undisciplined; un¬ 
disclosed ; undiscomfited; undisconcerted; 
undiscoverable (-bly); undiscovered; undis- 
criminating(-ly); undiscussed; undisguised 
(-edly), not veiled, open, (~ reluctance 
etc.); undismayed; undispelled; un¬ 
dispersed ; undisplayed; undisputed; 
undissected; undissembled; undissolved; 
undistinguishable (-bly, -ness); undistin¬ 
guished; undistracted; undistressed; un¬ 
distributed (~ middle, fallacy resulting 
from failure to distribute middle term); 
undisturbed (-edly); undiversified; undi¬ 
verted ; undivided; undivorced; undivulg¬ 
ed; undomesticated; undone2, not done; 
undoubted; undoubtedly adv., without 
doubt (implying certainty on speaker’s 
part, cf. doubtless) ; undoubting (-ly); un¬ 
draped; undreamed-of, -mt-of; undressed2; 
undrillcd; undrinkable; undue (-duly), ex¬ 
cessive, disproportionate, (spoke with ~ 
warmth), improper (~ influence, by which 
person, e.g. testator, is induced to do 
what he would not of his own free will), 
(of bill etc.) not yet due; undurable (-bly); 
undutiful (-ly, -ness); undying (-ly,) im¬ 
mortal (~ fame etc.); 
unearned, not earned (~ increment, in¬ 

creased value of land due to external 
causes e.g. increased population, not to 
owner’s labour or outlay); unearthly 
(-■iness), not earthly, supernatural, ghostly, 
weird, (~ cry, pallor), (colloq.) absurdly 
early (why call me at this ~ hour?); uneasy 
(-ity, -iness), disturbed or uncomfortable 
in body or mind (you seem ~, passed an ~ 



un- un- 1417 

night), disturbing (had an ~ suspicion); 
uneatable; uneaten; unecclesiastical; un¬ 
eclipsed; uneconomic, (esp., of rent) too 
low to repay owner & builder; unecono¬ 
mical; unedified; unedifying, (esp.) tend¬ 
ing to suggest evil or offend moral 
delicacy; unedited; uneducated; un¬ 
effaced ; uneffected; undated; unelected; 
unelucidated; unemancipated; unembar¬ 
rassed; unemotional (-ly); unemphatic 
(-ally); unemployable a. & n., (person) 
unfitted by character, by age, or other¬ 
wise, for paid employment; unemployed, 
not used, lacking employment, out of 
work & wages (~ capital, energies, the 
~); unempowered; unenclosed; unen¬ 
cumbered (~ estate, having no liabilities 
on it); unendangered; unending (-ly, -ness), 
having no end; unendorsed; unendowed; 
unendurable (-bly); unenforced; unenfran¬ 
chised ; unengaged; un-English, not (char¬ 
acteristic of the) English; unenjoyable; 
unenlightened; unenrolled; unenslaved; 
unenterprising (-ly, -ness); unentertaining 
(-ly, -ness); unenthusiastic; unenumer¬ 
ated; unenviable (-bly); unenvied; un¬ 
equable; unequal (-ly), not equal (to), of 
varying quality; unequalled; unequipped; 
unequivocal (-ly, -ness), not ambiguous, 
plain, unmistakable; unerased; unerring 
(-ly, -ness), not erring or failing or missing 
the mark (~ judgement, wisdom, aim); 
unescapable; unespied; uncssayed; un¬ 
essential a. & n., not essential, not of the 
first importance, (n.) ~ part or thing; 
unestablished; unestimaied; unestranged; 
unethical; unevangelical; unevaporated; 
uneven (-ly, -ness), not level or smooth, not 
uniform or equable (makes ~ progress, has 
an ~ temper), (of number, rare) odd; un¬ 
eventful (-ly); unexamined; unexampled, 
without precedent; unexcelled; unexcep¬ 
tionable (-bly, -ness), with which no fault 
can be found; unexcised, not subject to 
excise; unexclusive (-ly); unexecuted; un¬ 
exemplified ; unexercised; unexhausted; 
unexpected (-ly, -ness); unexpensive; un¬ 
expiated; unexpired, (of lease etc.) still 
running; unexplained; unexplored; unex¬ 
posed; unexpounded; unexpressed; un¬ 
expurgated ; unextended, not extended, 
occupying no space, dimensionless; 
unfadable, that cannot fade; unfading 

(-ly, -ness); unfailing (-ly, -ness), not 
failing, not running short (~ supply), not 
disappointing one’s expectations etc. (~ 
resource, supporter, etc.); unfair (-ly, 
-ness), not equitable or honest or im¬ 
partial (an ~ advantage, got by ~ means, 
~ play); unfaithful (-ly, -ness), (esp.) not 
faithful in wedlock; unfaltering (-ly); un¬ 
familiar (-ily, -ly); unfashionable (-bly, 
-ness); unfashioned, not brought into 
shape; unfastened2; unfathered, (poet.) 
fatherless, (fig.) not acknowledged by its 
author (~ theory etc.); unfatherly; un¬ 
fathomable (-bly); unfathomed; unfavour¬ 
able (-bly, -ness); unfeasible; unfed; unfeed. 

not feed3; unfeeling (-ly, -ness), lacking 
sensibility, harsh, cruel; unfeigned (-edly); 
unfelt, not felt2; unfeminine; unfer¬ 
mented; unfertilized; unfettered2; un¬ 
figured, not marked with figures (~ muslin, 
vase); unfilial (-ly); unfilled; unfiUared; 
unfinished; unfit (-ly, -ness), not fit (to do, 
for purpose, for a doctor etc., to be one); 
unfitted, not fit, not fitted, not furnished 
with fittings; unfitting (-ly); unfixed2; 
unflagging; unflattering ( ly); unflavoured; 
unfledged, not yet fledged or (fig., of 
person etc.) developed; unfleshed; un¬ 
flinching (-ly); unfordable; unforeseen; 
unforgettable; unforgivable; unforgiven; 
unforgiving (-ly, -ness); unforgotten; un¬ 
formed, not formed, shapeless; unformu¬ 
la,ted ; unfortified; unfortunate (-ly) a. & n., 
the reverse of fortunate, unlucky, un¬ 
happy, (n.)~ person; unfounded, without 
foundation (~ rumour, hopes), not yet 
founded; unfrequented; unfriended, lack¬ 
ing friends ; unfriendly (-incss); unfruitful 
(-ly, -ness); unfulfilled; unfunded, (of debt) 
floating, not funded; unfurnished, not 
supplied (with), without furniture; un- 
fused ( fuse ’>2); 
ungallant (-ly), not gallant to women; 

ungalvanized; ungarbled; ungarnered; un¬ 
garnished, not decorated; ungauged; un¬ 
generous (-ly); ungenial; ungentecl (-ly); 
ungentle (-ness, -tly), harsh, rude, ill-bred; 
ungentlemanly (-iness), unworthy of a 
gentleman, rude, ill-bred; unget-at'-able, 
inaccessible; unglazed; unglutted; ungodly 
(-ily, -iness); ungovernatde (-bly), unruly, 
licentious, wild, violent, (~ passions); 
ungraceful (-ly, -ness); ungracious (-ly, 
-ness), not kindly or courteous (~ reply, 
reception); ungraduated; ungrammatical 
(-ly), contrary to rules of grammar; 
ungratef ul (-ly); ungrounded, (of state¬ 
ment etc.) unfounded; ungrudging 
(•ly); unguarded (-ly), not guarded, 
incautious , thoughtless (an ~ expression, 
admission); 
unhackneyed (unhallowed;unhampered; 

unhandsome (-ly, -ness), (of appearance, 
conduct, etc.) not handsome; unhandy 
(-ily, -iness), awkward to handle, incon¬ 
venient, (of person) clumsy; unhanged, 
(esp.) who has escaped hanging (the 
greatest scoundrel ~); unhappy (-ily, 
-iness), not happy, unlucky, wretched; 
unharmed; unhatched (hatch2’3); un¬ 
healthful (-ly, -ness); unhealthy (-ily, 
-iness), (esp., mil. si., of places) dangerous, 
exposed to fire; unheard, not heard (~ of, 
unprecedented); unheeded; unheedful 
(-ly); unheeding; unhelpful (-ly); un¬ 
hemmed; unheralded; unheroic; unhesitat¬ 
ing (-ly); unhewn (lit., & fig., rough, 
incondite); unhidden; unhistoric(al), (esp.) 
merely legendary; unholy (-ily, -iness), 
not holy, impious, wicked, (colloq., as 
intensive epithet) frightful, hideous (what 
an ~ row to kick up.'); unhonoured; un¬ 
human, not human; unhung; unhurt; 
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unidea’d, having no ideas; unideal, not 
ideal, prosaic, ordinary, dull, inferior; 
unidentified; unilluminated; unillustratcd; 
unimaginable; unimaginative (-ly, -ness); 
unimpaired; unimpassioned; unimpeach¬ 
able (.-bilily, -bleness, -bly), giving no 
opening to censure, beyond reproach or 
question; unimpeded; unimportant (-a.nce); 
unimposing; unimpressionable; unim¬ 
pressive (-ly, -ness); unimproved, (esp. of 
land) not improved; unimpvgned; un- 
indexed; unindicated; uninflammable; 
uninflated; uninflicted; uninfluenced.; 
uninfluential; uninformed, (esp.) ignorant; 
uninhabitable; uninhabited; uninitiated; 
uninjured; uninspired, (esp., of oratory 
etc.) commonplace; uninstigated; un¬ 
instructed ; uninstructive; uninsulated; 
uninsured; unintelligent (-ly); unintellig¬ 
ible (-bility, -bly); unintentional (-ly); 
uninteresting (-ly, -ness); unintermittent 
(-ly); unintermitting (-ly); uninterpretable; 
uninlerred; uninterrupted (-ly); uninven¬ 
tive (-ly); univestigated; uninvited; un¬ 
inviting (-ly), unattractive, repellent; 
uninvoked; uninvolved; unirrigated; un¬ 
isolated; unissued; unjaundiced; unjust 
(-ly), contrary to justice, not just; unjusti¬ 
fiable (-bly, -ness); 
unkind (-ly, -ness), not kind, harsh, cruel; 

unkingly; unkneaded; unknightly (-incss); 
unknowable (-bility, -bleness, -bly) (the 
L'~, the First Cause or ultimate reality, 
which is beyond finite apprehension); 
unknowing (-ly), not knowing, uncon¬ 
scious, (of, or abs.); unknown a., n., & adv., 
not known (he, his purpose, what he 
wanted, that district, was~ to me, a youth 
to fame ~, of ~ ingredients, xity denote ~ 
quantities in equation etc., the U~ 
warrior), (n. or abs. adj.) we all dread the 
~, equation of two^-s, (adv.) ~ to, without 
the knowledge of (did it ~ to me); 
unlabelled; unlaboured, (of style etc.) 

easy, spontaneous; unladylike; un¬ 
lamented; unlawful (-ly, -ness); un¬ 
learned, not learned ; unlearnt, -ned (pr. 
-nd), not learnt; unleavened (lit. & fig.); 
unlettered, illiterate; unlicensed; unlicked, 
not licked into shape, unmannerly; unlike 
(-ness) a. & prep., not like (is ~ both his 
parents, the two are ~, portrait is utterly ~, 
~ signs, + & -—, plays quite ~ anyone I 
have heard before); unlikely (-ihood, -iness), 
improbable, unpromising, (~ tale, errand); 
unlimited (-ly, -ness), boundless, unre¬ 
stricted, very great or numerous (has ~ 
scope, possibilities, his powers are ~, ~ 
expanse of sea, drinks ~ coffee); unlined, 
(esp.) with no lining, (of face etc.) not 
wrinkled; unliquidated; unlit; unlocated; 
unlooked-for, not expected; unlopped; un¬ 
lovable; unloved; unlovely (-iness), not 
amiable or attractive; unloverlike; un¬ 
loving; unlucky (-ily), not lucky or for¬ 
tunate or successful, hapless, wretched, 
unsuccessful, bringing bad luck, ill-timed, 
ill-contrived, (~ loss of coin, always ~ at 

cards, ~ fellow, asked in an ~ hour, single 
magpie is his ~ efforts to please, an ~ 
expedient); 
unmade; unmaidenly; unmailable, that 

must not or cannot be sent by post; 
unmaimed; unmaintainable; unmalleable 
(-bility); unmanageable (-bly, -ness), not 
(easily) to be managed or manipulated or 
controlled (~ child, material, situation); 
unmanful (-ly); unmanlike, not like a man, 
esp. womanish or childish; unmanly 
(-iness); unmannerly (-iness), rude, ill- 
-bred; unmarked, not marked, not noticed; 
unmarketable; unmanageable (-ness); 
unmarried.; unmartial, unwarlike; un¬ 
masculine, not masculine or manly; 
unmasticable; unmatchable; unmatched; 
unmated; unmaterial, not consisting of 
matter; unmatured; unmeaning (-ly, 
-ness), without meaning, senseless; un¬ 
meant, not intended; unmeasured, not 
measured, (poet.) immeasurable; unme¬ 
chanical; unmeet (-ly, -ness), arch., not 
fit (to do, for purpose); tmmelodious (-ly, 
-ness); unmelted; unmendable; unmention ¬ 
able (-ness) a. & n., that it is improper to 
mention, (n. pi., joc.) trousers; unmer¬ 
chantable; unmerciful (-ly, -ness); un¬ 
merited; unmethodical; unmetrical (-ly), 
not metrical, violating requirements of 
metre; unmilitary; unmindful (-ly, -ness); 
unminted; unmirihful (-ly); unmistakable 
(-bly), that cannot be mistaken or 
doubted, clear; unmitigated, unqualified, 
absolute, (~ blackguard, lie); unmixed; 
unmodern; unmodified; unmodulated,; un¬ 
molested; unmoral (-ity), non-moral; un¬ 
mortgaged ; unmotherly; unmounted, not 
mounted (~ police, picture, jewel); vn- 
mourned; unmoved, not moved, not 
changed in purpose, not affected by emo¬ 
tion; unmown; unmurmuring (-ly), not 
complaining; unmusical (-ity, -ly), not 
pleasing to the ear, unskilled in or in¬ 
different to music; unmutilated; 
unnamable, (esp., of vices) too horrible 

to be named; unnamed; unnational; 
unnatural (-ly, -ness), contrary or doing 
violence to nature, monstrous, (~ crimes, 
vices), lacking natural feelings (~ parent, 
child), artificial, forced, affected; un¬ 
naturalized, not naturalized; unnavigable; 
unnecessary (-ily) a. & n., not necessary, 
more than is necessary (with. ~ care), (n., 
usu. pi.) ~ thing(s); unneedful (-ly); un- 
negotiable; unneighbourly (-iness); un¬ 
noticed; unnourished; unnumbered, not 
marked with number, not counted, 
countless; 
unobjectionable (-bly); unobliging; un¬ 

obliterated ; unobscured; unobservant; 
unobserved; unobstructed; unob tainable; 
unobtrusive (-ly, -ness); unoccupied; un¬ 
offending, harmless, innocent; unoffered; 
unofficial, (esp., of news) not officially con¬ 
firmed ; unofflcinal; unopened; unopposed; 
unordained; unorganized; unoriginal, 
not possessing originality, derived; 
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unomamenial, not ornamental, unsightly; 
unornamented; unorthodox; unostentatious 
(-ly, -ness); unowned; 
unpacifled; unpaged, with pages not 

numbered; unpaid, (of sum, bill, debt, or 
person) not paid (|| the great ~, ~ magis¬ 
trates or justices); unpaired; unpalatable 
(-bly); unparalleled, having no parallel or 
equal; unpardonable (-bly, -ness); un¬ 
pared ; unparental, unworthy of a parent; 
unparliamentary (-ily, -iness), contrary to 
parliamentary usage (~ language, oaths, 
abuse); unpaiented; unpatriotic (-ally); un¬ 
patronized ; unpaved; unpawned; unpeace¬ 
ful; unpedantic; unpedigreed; unpeeled; 
unpensioned; unperceived; unperforated; 
unperformed; unperjured; unpersuadable; 
unpersuaded; unpersuasive; unperturbed; 
unperused; unperverted; unphilosophical 
(-ly, -ness), not according to philosophical 
principles, wanting in philosophy; 
unpicked, not selected, (of flowers) 
not plucked; unpicturesque; unpiloted; 
unpitied; unpitying (-ly); unplaced, not 
placed esp. in race or list; unplagued; un¬ 
planed ; unplanned; unplanted; unplas¬ 
tered ; unplastic; unplated; implausible 
(-bly); unplayable (esp. of ball or serve in 
games); unpleasant (-ly), not pleasant, 
disagreeable; unpleasantness n., in adj. 
senses, also, misunderstanding, quarrel, 
*the late ~ (joc.), the American civil war 
0801-5); unpleasing (-ly); unpliable 
(-bly); unpliant (-ly); unploughed; un¬ 
plucked; unplumbed; unpoetieal (-ly, 
-ness); unpointed, having no point, not 
punctuated, without vowel points (in 
Hebrew etc.), (of masonry) not pointed; 
unpolished; unpolitical, not concerned 
with politics; unpolled, not polled (~ 
elector, vote); unpolluted; unpopular (-ily, 
-ly), not popular, esp. not liked by the 
public; unportioned, portionless; un¬ 
possessed, not possessed, not possessed of; 
unposted, uninformed. || (of letter) not 
posted; unpractical (-ity, -ly), (of person, 
plan, method, etc.) not practical; un¬ 
practised, not experienced or skilled, 
not put into practice; unpraised; unprece¬ 
dented, for which there is no precedent, 
unparalleled; unprefaced; unprejudiced, 
(esp.) impartial; unprelalical; unpremedi¬ 
tated (-ly), not previously thought over, 
not deliberately planned, unintentional; 
unpreoccupied; unprepared (-ness), not 
prepared (found everything ~, was ~ for 
this objection, delivered an ~ speech); un¬ 
prepossessing ; unprescribed; unpresent¬ 
able, not presentable, not fit to be 
presented to company, not fit to be seen; 
unpresuming; unpresumptuous; unpre¬ 
tending (-ly), unpretentious (-ly, -ness), 
aa., not given to display, making little 
show; unpreventable; unpriced, with the 
price(s) not fixed or marked or stated (~ 
goods, catalogue); unpriestly; unprimed; 
unprincely; unprincipled, lacking or not 
dictated by good moral principles (~ 

person, conduct); unprintable, (esp.) too 
blasphemous, indecent, etc., to appear in 
print; unprinted; unprivileged; unprized, 
not valued; unprobed; unproclaimed; 
unprocurable; unproductive (-ly, -ness); 
unprofaned; unprofessional (-ly), not per¬ 
taining to one’s profession, not belonging 
to a profession, contrary to professional 
etiquette etc., (knows nothing of ~ matters, 
ask any ~ man, ~ conduct); unprofitable 
(-bly, -ness; ~ servants, persons con¬ 
tent to do no more than their duty); 
unprogressive (-ness), not progressive, 
conservative; unprohibited; unprolific; 
unpromising; unprompted, spontaneous; 
unpromulgated; unpronounceable; un- 
propagated; unprcythelic; unpropitious (-ly, 
-ness); unproportional, not proportional; 
unproposed; unprosperous (-ly, -ness); un¬ 
protected ; unprotested; unprovable; un¬ 
proved, -en; unprovided, not supplied (with 
money etc.), not prepared; unprovoked, 
(of person or act) without provocation; 
unpruned; unpublished, not made public, 
(of MS. etc.) not published; unpunctual 
(-ity, -ly); unpunctuated; unpunishable; 
unpunished; unpurified; 
unquailing (-ly); unqualified (-ly), not 

competent, not legally or officially quali¬ 
fied, not modified, (am ~ to serve, an ~ 
practitioner, gave his ~ assent); un¬ 
quarried; unquelled; unquenchable (-bly); 
unquenched; unquestionable (-bly, -ness), 
that cannot be questioned or doubted; 
unquestioned, not disputed or doubted, 
not interrogated; unquestioning (-ly), 
asking no questions (~ obedience etc., 
yielded without questions asked); unquiet, 
restless, agitated, (~ spirit, limes); un¬ 
quilted; unquotable (as unprintable); un¬ 
quoted ; 
unransomed ; unrazored, unshaven; 

unreachable; unread, (of book etc.) not 
read, (of person) not well-read; unreadable 
(-ness); unready, not reridy, not prompt in 
action; unreal (-ily, -ly), illusive, sham, 
visionary; unrealizable; unrealized; un¬ 
reaped; unreasonable (-bly, -ness), not 
reasonable, exceeding the bounds of 
reason (~ demands, conduct, etc.), not 
guided by or listening to reason; un¬ 
reasoned, not rationally thought out; 
unreasoning (-ly), not using or guided by 
reason; unrebulced; unrecallable; unre¬ 
called ; unreceipted; unreceived; unre¬ 
ciprocated ; unreckoned; unreclaimed; 
unrecognizable (-bly); unrecognized; un¬ 
recompensed ; unreconciled; unrecorded; 
unrectified; unredeemed, not redeemed, (of 
promise) not fulfilled, (of bills etc.) not 
recalled by payment, not taken out of 
pawn, (of faults etc.) not mitigated or 
relieved (by merits etc., or abs.); unre¬ 
dressed; unrefined, not refined (~ sugar, 
manners); unreflecting (-ly); unreformable; 
unreformed; unrefuted; unregeU; unre¬ 
garded ; unregenerate; unregistered; unre- 
gretled; unregulated; unrehearsed (esp. of 
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results that surprise their authors); unre¬ 
lated-, unrelaxed; unrelenting (-ly, -ness); 
unreliable (-bility, -bleness, -bly); unre¬ 
lieved, (esp.) lacking the relief given by 
contrast or variation; unreligimis, not 
concerned with religion; unremembered; 
unremitting (-ly), not abating, incessant, 
(~ care, exertions); unremunerative, not 
profitable; unrenewed; unrenounced; un¬ 
repealed ; unrepentant (-ance); unrepining 
(-ly); unreplenished; unreported; unre¬ 
presentative; unrepresented; unreproach¬ 
ful ; unreproved; unrequited, not requited 
or returned (~ affection); unrescinded; 
unresented; unresenting (-ly); unreserved 
(-edly, -ness), without reservation (~ 
compliance etc.), open, frank, (an ~ 
nature), not reserved (~ seats); unresisted; 
unresisting (-ly); unresolved, not having 
formed a decision, not solved or cleared 
up (~ doubts, problem), not separated into 
constituent parts; unrespected; unre¬ 
sponsive (-ness); unrestful (-ly, -ness); 
unresting (-ly); unrestored; unrestrainablc 
(-bly); unrestrained (-edly, -ness); unre¬ 
stricted (-ly); unretarded; unretentive; unre¬ 
venged ; unreversed; unrevised; unrevoked; 
unrewarded; unrhetorical; unrhymed; 
unrhythmical, without (satisfactory) 
rhythm; unridable; unridden; unrighted; 
unrighteous (-ly, -ness), not upright or 
honest or just, evil, wicked; unripe (-ness), 
not ripe (lit. & fig.); unrisen; unrivalled, 
having no equal, peerless; unromantic 
(-ally); unroofed; unroyal (-ly), unlike or 
unworthy of a king; unruffled; unruled, 
not governed, not ruled with lines; un- 
ru'ly (-iness), lawless, refractory, [f. rare 
ruly (rule, -y2)) ; 
unsafe (-ly, -ness), dangerous; unsaid8; 

unsaintly; unsal(e)able (-bility, -bleness); 
unsalaried; unsalted; unsanctified; unsanc¬ 
tioned; unsanitary, unhealthy; unsated; 
unsatisfactory (-ily, -iness); unsatis¬ 
fied; unsatisfying (-ly); unsaved, not 
saved (esp. in religious sense); unsavoury 
(-ily, -iness), uninviting, disgusting, (an 
~ dish, smell, theme); unsayable; unscal¬ 
able, that cannot be climbed; unscannable, 
that cannot be scanned (~ verses); un¬ 
scared; unscarred; unscathed, without 
injury suffered; unscented; unscheduled; 
unseholarly; unschooled; unscientific 
(-ally), (esp.) transgressing scientific 
principles; unscoured; unscourged; un¬ 
screened (esp. of coal); unscriptural (-ly), 
not in accordance with Scripture; un- 
scrupulous (-ly, -ness), having no scruples, 
shameless, unprincipled; unsculptured, 
not covered with sculpture, (zool.) 
smooth ; unsealed; unsearchable, beyond 
the reach of search; unsearched; un¬ 
seasonable (-bly, -ness); unseasoned; 
unsealed2, not provided or furnished with 
seat(i); unseaworthy (-iness); unseconded; 
unsectarian (-ism), free from sectarian 
limitations; unsecured; unseduced; un- 
seductive; unseeing, blind, unobservant; 

unseemly (-iness) a. & (arch.) adv.; unseen 
a. & n., not seen (the ~, the world of 
spirits), ~ (translation), translation of un¬ 
prepared passages as school exercise; un- 
seizable; unselect, promiscuous, mixed ; 
unselected; unselfish (-ly, -ness), regardful 
of others’ interests rather than of one’s 
own; unsensational (-ly); unsent; un¬ 
sentenced ; unsentimental; unseparated; 
unserviceable ( bly, -ness); unset, not set 
(sun, gem, trap, broken leg, is ~); un¬ 
settled2, not settled, liable to change, open 
to further discussion, not paid, having no 
fixed abode, (of lands) not occupied by 
permanent inhabitants, (his mind is still 

~ weather; the point, the bill, is —); 
unsevered; unshackled; unshaded; un¬ 
shadowed; unshaken, not shaken esp. in 
resolution; unshapely; unshared; un¬ 
shaven; unshed; unsheltered; unshipped2; 
unshocked; unshod; unshorn, not shorn 
or shaven; unshown; unshrinkable, that 
will not shrink (~ flannel); unshrinking 
(-ly), unhesitating, fearless, firm; un¬ 
shrunk; unshut; unshuttered; unsifted; un¬ 
sighted, not sighted (ship is still ~), not 
furnished with sights (~ gun), precluded 
from seeing (the umpire was ~ when Jones 
icas caught); unsightly (-iness), repulsive 
to the sight, ugly; *unsight, unseen, with¬ 
out examination or inspection; unsigned; 
unsinged; unsisterly (-iness); unsized, not 
stiffened with size; unskilful (-ly, -ness); 
unskilled, not possessing or requiring skill 
or special training (~ labour, simple forms 
of manual labour); unslaked; unsleeping, 
unslumbering, (fig.) watchful; unsmoked; 
unsociable (-bility, -bleness, -bly); unsocial; 
unsoiled; unsolaced; unsold; unsoldierly; 
unsolicited (esp. ~ testimonial); unsolici- 
tous; unsolid (-ity); unsolvablc; unsolved; 
unsoothed; unsophist ical; unsophisticated 
(-ness), artless, innocent, simple, not adul¬ 
terated, not artificial; unsorted; unsought; 
unsound (-ness), not sound, diseased, 
morbid, rotten, ill-founded, erroneous, 
fallacious, unreliable, (~ lungs, fruit, 
doctrine, policy, argument; of ~ mind, 
insane); unsounded, unfathomed; un¬ 
soured ; unsown; unsparing (-ly, -ness), 
profuse, lavish, (~ praise, ~ of or in 
praise, ~ in his efforts), merciless; un¬ 
speakable (-bly, -ness), that words cannot 
express, good, bad, etc., beyond descrip¬ 
tion (~ joys, an ~ bore); unspecified; un- 
speculative; unsrpeni; unspilt; unspiritual 
(-ity, -ly); unspliced; unspoiled, -It; un¬ 
spoken ; unspontancous, forced, artificial; 
unsportsmanlike (colloq. also unsporting); 
unspotted, not spotted or (fig.) contami¬ 
nated; unsprung, (of vehicles, furniture, 
etc.) not provided with springs; un¬ 
squared ; unstable; unstaid; unstained, not 
stained (esp. fig.); unstamped, without 
stamp (~ deed, letter); unstarched; un¬ 
startled ; unstated; unstatesmanlike; un¬ 
statutable (-bly), not warranted by statute; 
unstead fast (-ly, -ness); unsteady (-ily, 
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-iness), not steady or firm, shaking, reel¬ 
ing, changeable, fluctuating, of irregular 
habits, (an ~ hand, walked with ~ steps, 
ladder is ~, was ~ in his adherence, ~ 
winds, is notoriously ~, dissipated); un¬ 
stigmatized; unstimulated; unstinted-, un¬ 
stirred-, unstocked, not stocked (with, or 
abs.); unstopped-, unstored; unstrained, 
not forced, not subjected to strain, not 
put through a strainer; uvstratified; un¬ 
stressed, not pronounced with stress; un¬ 
studied, easy, natural, spontaneous, (~ 
ease, eloquence); unstuffed; unstung; un¬ 
subdued; unsubjugated; unsubmissive (-ly, 
-ness); unsubscribed; unsubstantial (-ity, 
-ly), having little or no solidity or reality 
(~ air, visions, forms, an ~ building); 
unsubstantiated, not confirmed or estab¬ 
lished (~ rumours); unsuccess fid (-ly); un¬ 
sugared; unsuggestive; unsuitable (-bility, 
-bly); unsuited, unfit (for purpose), not 
adapted (to); unsullied; unsummed; un¬ 
summoned; unsung, not sung or (poet.) 
sung of; unsunned, not lighted by sun; un¬ 
supple; unsupplied; unsupportable (-bly, 
-ness); unsupported; unsuppressed ;unsure; 
unsurgical; unsurmised; unsurmounted; 
unsurpassable (-bly); unsurpassed; un¬ 
surrendered ; unsurveyed; unsusceptible; 
unsuspected (-ly); unsuspicious (-ly, -ness); 
unsustainable; unsustained; unsicallowed; 
unswayed, not controlled or influenced; 
unsiveetened; unswept; unswerving (-ly); 
unsworn, not sworn (~ oath, witness); 
unsymbolical; unsymmetrical (-ly), failing 
in or not characterized by symmetry; 
unsympathetic (-ally); unsympathizing 
(-ly); unsystematic (-ally); 
untainted ;unlalented;untamable(-ness); 

untamed; untanned; untarnishable; un¬ 
tarnished ; untasked; untasted; untaught, 
(of person etc. or subject etc.) not taught, 
ignorant; untaxed; unteachable (-ness); 
untearable; untechnical; untempered, not 
tempered (~ mortar, steel, severity); un- 
lempted; untenable (-bility, -bleness); unten¬ 
antable, not fit to be occupied; untenanted; 
untended; untendered, not offered; un¬ 
terrified ; untested; untethered; unthanked; 
unthankful (-ly, -ness); unlhatched; un¬ 
thinkable, that cannot be conceived in 
thought, (colloq.) unlikely; unthinking 
(-ly), thoughtless; unthought, not thought, 
esp. ~-of; unthoughtful (-ness); unlhrash- 
ed; unthreadable; unthreaded; unthreshed; 
unthrifty; unthwarted; untidy (-ily, -incss); 
untied'2'; untiled; untillable; unlilled; un¬ 
timbered; untimely (-iness) a. & adv.; 
II untim(e)ou8 (Sc.), untimely; untinc¬ 
tured; untinged; untired; untiring (-ly); 
untiihcd, not subject to tithes; untitled; 
untold, not told, not counted, beyond 
count (~ gold); unlormented; untorn; 
untortured; untouchable, that may not be 
touched, (n.) a non-caste Hindu (whom 
a caste man may not touch); untouched; 
untoward (arch.), perverse, refractory, 
awkward, unlucky, (an ~ generation. 

accident); untraceable; untraced; un¬ 
tracked, not followed by means of 
or marked with tracks; un tragic, not 
tragic or suited to tragedy; untrained, 
not trained or practised or instrucled, 
not prepared by exercise, diet, etc., for 
race etc.; untrammelled; untransferable, 
tiiat cannot or must not be transferred; 
untranslatable (-bility, -bleness, -bly); un- 
transmutable; untransportable; untravel¬ 
led, that has not travelled; un traversable; 
untried, (esp.) inexperienced; untrimmed; 
untrodden; untroubled, not troubled, calm; 
untrue (-uly), not true, contrary to the 
fact, false, not faithful or loyal (to person, 
principle, etc.), deviating from correct 
standard; untrussed (~ fowl etc.); un¬ 
trustworthy (-iness); untruthful (-ly, -ness); 
untuned; untuneful (-ly); unturned, not 
turned (leave no stone ~); untutored, not 
taught or schooled; 
unused ; unusua l (-ityrare, -ness, -ly). not 

usual, remarkable; unutilized; unutter¬ 
able (-bly), above or beyond description 
(~ torment, joy, etc., u,n~ fool); unuttered; 
unvaccinated; unvalued, not esteemed or 
prized, not estimated or priced; unvan- 
quished; unvaried; unvarnished, not 
varnished or embellished (~ surface, the 
~ truth); unvarying (-ly); unvenerable; 
unvenerated; unvenomous; unvent dated; 
unveraciovs; unveriflablc; unverified; un¬ 
versed, not versed or skilled (in); unvexed; 
unvictualled; unvindicated; unviolated; 
unvisitecl; unvitiated; unvoiced, not 
spoken or uttered, (phonet.) not voiced; 
unvouched, not vouched (usu. -for); 
unwak(en)ed ; unwanted; unwarlike; 

unwarmed; unwarned; unwarped; un¬ 
warrantable (-bly, -ness), indefensible, 
unjustifiable, improper; unwarranted, 
unauthorized, not guaranteed; unwary 
(-ily, -incss); unwashed, not washed (the 
great the rabble); unwatched; unwatchful 
(-ness); unwatered, not watered or diluted 
or supplied with water (~ milk, horse, 
capital); unwavering (-ly); unweaned; un- 
wearable; unwearied; unweary; unweary¬ 
ing (-ly), not growing weary, persistent, 
(~ efforts etc.); unwedded; unweeded; un¬ 
weighed ; unwelcome; unwelcomed; unwell, 
not in good health, indisposed, menstru¬ 
ating; unwept (rhet., poet.), not wept for; 
unwetted; unwhipped; unwhitened; un- 
whitewashed; unwholesome (-ly, -ness); un- 
wifely; unwilling (-ly, -ness), not walling 
or inclined (to do, for thing, for thing to 
be done, that, or abs.); unwinged; unwink¬ 
ing, not winking, vigilant; unwise (-ly), 
foolish, imprudent; unwished, not wished 
(usu. -for); unwithdrawn; unwithered; 
unwithering; unwitnessed; unwitting 
(-ly), not consciously or intentionally 
[see wit 1 ]; unwomanly; unwon; un¬ 
wonted ; unwooded; unwooed; unworkable; 
unworkmanlike; unworldly (-iness), not 
worldly, spiritual, (~-minded etc.); un¬ 
worn, that has not been worn or impaired 
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by wear; unworshipped; unworthy (-ily, 
-iness), not worthy or befitting the 
character (of), discreditable, unseemly; 
unwound'1; unwounded; unwoven; un¬ 
wreaked ; unwrinkled; unwritable; un¬ 
written, not written (~ law, resting 
originally on custom or judicial decision, 
not on written statutes etc., also, assump¬ 
tion that homicide in defence of personal 
honour etc. is justifiable); unwrought; 
unwrung, not wrung (withers ~); un¬ 
yielding (-ly, -ness), firm, obstinate; un¬ 
yoked ; unyouthful; unzealous. 

2. Nouns are occas. formed either directly 
on a simple noun (unbelief, unfriend, 
unrepair) or by back formation or other¬ 
wise on corresp. adj. In these the forma¬ 
tion may not be ascertainable, e.g. un- 
chastity may be from un- + chastity or 
from unchaste + -ity. 
Exx.: unbelief’, incredulity, disbelief 

esp. in divine revelation or in a particular 
religion, so unbeliev’er; unchas’tity; un- 
circumci'sion, not being circumcised, 
(N.T.) the ~, the Gentiles; unconcern’, 
freedom from anxiety, indifference, 
apathy; unconstraint’, freedom from con¬ 
straint; undress'2, ordinary dress opp. to 
full dress or uniform, loose negligent 
dress, (often fig. & attrib.); unease' (arch.), 
uneasiness, distress, discomfort; unem- 
ploy'ment, lack of employment, state of 
things in which many workers cannot find 
work or wages (~ benefit, payment made 
to unemployed worker under an insurance 
act, or by a trade union); unfaith’ (rare), 
want of faith; unfriend’ (arch.), enemy; 
unprej'udice, freedom from prejudice; 
unreas’on, lack of reason, nonsense, folly 
(abbot of U~); unrepair', dilapidation, 
want of repair; unreserve’, absence of 
reserve, frankness; unrest', lack of rest, 
disturbed or agitated condition of person 
or nation; unrestraint’; unright’ (arch.), 
wrong injustice; unsuccess’, want of 
success, failure; unsuspi'eion (rare); 
unsymm'elry, absence or violation of sym¬ 
metry; un'thrift (arch.), prodigal(ity); 
untruth', being untrue, falsehood, lie, (the 
manifest ~ of this statement, told me an ~); 
unwis'dom, lack of wisdom, folly, im¬ 
prudence. 

unadopted, see un-2(1); unanchor, un-1 

(1). 
unan'imous, a. All of one mind, agreeing 
in opinion, as we were, the meeting was, ~ 
(for reform, as to the policy to be pursued, 
in protesting, etc.); (of opinion, vote, etc.) 
formed, held, given, with one accord. 
Hence or cogn. unanim'iTY, ~ness, nn., 
'--ly2 adv. [f. L unanimus, LL -mis, (unus 
one + animus mind) +-OUS] 

unapparel, unarm, unarmed1, see un-1 

(2); unattire, un-H1). 
un'au (-aw), n. Brazilian two-toed sloth. 

[Braz.] 

unbag, see un-‘(3); unbalance, un-HD; 
unballast, un-*(2); unbank, unbar, 
unbear, un-HD; unbed, un- H3); unbe¬ 
knownst), un-2(1); unbelief, unbe¬ 
liever, un-2(2) ; unbelt, un-'(2); unbend, 
unbending1, un-HD. 

linberu’fen (dbnberdb-), a. Unsummoned 
(in E use as deprecating Nemesis after 
boastful remark etc.). [G] 

unbeseem, unbias, unbind, see un-HD; 
unbirthday, un-2(1); unbishop, un-H4); 
unbitt, un-H3); unblindfold, un¬ 
block, unbolt un-'(1); unbone, un-‘(2); 
unbonnet, un-Hi); unboot, un-1(2); 
unbosom, un-Hi); unbowel, un-H2); 
unbox, un-H3); unbrace, unbraid, 
unbreech, unbridle, unbuckle, unbur¬ 
den, unbutton, un-1 (1); uncage, 
un-H3); uncanny, un-2(1); uncap, 
UN-H2); uncart, uncase, un-H3). 

uncate. See uncinate. 
unchain, see un-HD; unchastity, un-2 

(2); unchristianize, un-HU; unchurch, 
UN- 1(3). 

un'cia (-shla), n. (Rom. ant.; pi. -ae). 
Twelfth part, esp. (as coin or amount) of 
the as; ounce; inch. [L ] 

un'cial (-shl), a. & n. 1. Of, written in, a 
kind of majuscule writing found in MSS. 
of 4th to 8th c. with characters from which 
modem capitals are largely derived. 2. n. 
~ letter or MS. [f. L uncialis (prec., see 
-al), in LL sense inch-high, large] 

un'cin|ate, a. (Also unc'ate) hooked, 
crooked. So unciF'EKOus, un'ciFORM, 
~al, aa. [f. L uncinatus (uncinus hook f. 
L uncus hook, sec -ate2)] 

uncircumcision, see un-2(2); unclasp, 
UN-Hi). 

uncle (ung'kl), n. Father’s or mother’s 
brother; aunt’s husband; *(as familiar 
mode of address) V~ Tom’s Cabin etc., 
LT~ Sam (colloq.), federal government or 
typical citizen of U.S.; (si.) pawnbroker; 
(colloq., often w. name added, as voc. or 
not) elderly friendly person, e.g. B.B.C. 
announcer; talk to (person) like a Dutch ~> 
(with kindly severity). Hence ~ship n. 
[ME, f. AF, f. L avunculus maternal uncle 
(amts grandfather, see foil.)] 

-uncle, suf. repr. OF -uncle (-oncle) & L 
-unculus, -la, a special form of -ulus 
-ule. In E thr. (O)F (carb~) or dir. f. L 
(fur~); the L form is retained in ranun¬ 
culus. 

unclench, -inch, see un-H1); uncloak, 
un-H2); unclog, un-Hi); uncloister, 
un-H3); unclose, unclothe, un-Hi). 

II unc'd, a., n. (pi. ~s), & adv. (Sc.). 1. 
Strange, unusual; notable. 2. n. Stran¬ 
ger; (pi.) news. 3. adv. Remarkably, 
very; the ~ guid, rigidly religious people 
(usu. derog.). [dial. var. of uncouth] 

uncock, uncoil, see un-HI); unconcern, 
un-2(2); unconditioned, unconscion¬ 
able, un-2(i); unconstraint, un-2(2); 

For adjj. in un- not given see un-2(1). 
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uncoop, un-1(3) ; uncord, uncork, 
uncouple, un-'(1). 

uncouth' (-do-), a. (Obs. or arch.) not 
known of, unfamiliar, unusual; (of places; 
now literary) unfrequented, desolate, 
wild, (of life) uncivilized, comfortless; (of 
persons, looks, conduct, etc.) strange, 
awkward, clumsy, uncultured, (of lan¬ 
guage) liarsh, rugged, pedantic. Hence 
—ly2 adv., —ness n. [OE uncuth un¬ 
known (UK-2 + culh p.p. of cunnan know, 
CAN2)] 

uncover, see un-’(I); uncowl, uk-1(2); 

uncreate, uncross, un-Hi); uncrown, 
UN-’(2). 

unc'tion, n. Anointing with oil or un¬ 
guent for medical purposes or as religious 
rite or ceremonial (extreme —); thing 
used in anointing, unguent, (fig.) soothing 
or flattering words or thought or circum¬ 
stance (see flatter); fervent or sym¬ 
pathetic quality in words or tone caused 
by or causing deep religious or other 
emotion; simulation of this, affected 
enthusiasm, gush; excessive suavity; 
keen or lingering enjoyment in narration, 
gusto, (told the story with much —). [ME, 
f. L unctio (ungere unct- anoint, see -ion)] 

unc'tuous, a. Full of (esp. simulated) 
unction; greasy, esp. (of minerals) having 
a soapy feel when touched. Hence —ly2 

adv., '•—ness n. [ME, f. med. L unctuosus 
f. L unctus -us anointing (as prec.), see 
-ous] 

uncurb, uncurl, see UN-1]]). 
un'd6 (-a), un'dee, a. (her.). Wavy. [f. F 
ondi (L unda wave, -ate2)] 

undeceive, undeceived1, undeify, see 
UN-1]!). 

un'der, prep., adv., & a. 1. In or to a 
position lower than, below, as it lay, fell, 
— the table, assembled — (at the foot of) the 
castle wall, struck him — the left eye, 
nothing new — the sun (anywhere), — 
foot1, — hatch'es, ~ one’s nose, ~ (in 
& covered by) water, — one’s wing. 

2. Within, on the inside of, (surface etc.), 
as inserted a knife-blade — the bark, 
was seen to blush — his dusky skin, with a 
good meal — his belt (in his stomach), — the 
lee of. 3. Inferior to, less than, as no one 
~ a bishop, incomes — £400, cannot be done 
— (at less cost than) £5, total falls — what 
teas expected, speak — one’s breath (in a 
whisper). 4. In the position or act of sup¬ 
porting or sustaining, subjected to, under¬ 
going, liable to, on condition of, subject 
to, governed or controlled or bound by, 
in accordance with, in the form of, in the 
time of, as sank — the load (lit. & fig.), 
— a CLOUD, groaning — tyranny, is now — 
repair, — examination, a few acres — 
(planted with) corn, — fire1, — (propelled 
by) sail, — WAY, ~ arm2s, forbidden — 
pain of death, a criminal — sentence of 
(condemned to) death, have sat — (at¬ 
tended sermons of) famous preachers, 
country prospered — him or his rule, might 

succeed — other conditions, is — a delu¬ 
sion, was — the impression, — the circum¬ 
stances, — the rose, =sun2 rosa, — favour1, 

~ (attested by) one’s hand & seal, teas — 
a vow, known — an assumed name, ap¬ 
pears — various forms, — pretence of ignor¬ 
ance, lived — the Stuarts. 5. adv. In or to 
a lower place or subordinate condition, as 
BRING, KEEP1, KNOCK1, KNUCKLE, GO1, 
a cloth should be spread — (usu. ~nealh, 
beneath). 6. adj. Lower (now largely 
merged in foil.), as the — jaw, — layers, 
— servants; — dog (si.), dog, person, who 
has the worst of an encounter, oppressed 
or (socially) inferior person. Hence — 
most a. [OE under, OS -ar, OHG unlar, 
ON undir, Goth, undar] 

under-, pref. = prec. prep, or adv. or adj. 
1. As prep, governing the noun to which 

it is prefixed, w. sense ‘ below ’, under- 
forms a few adw. & adjj., as: un'der arm 
a., (crick.) = underhand, (lawn tennis, 
of service or stroke) made by swinging 
racket below shoulder-level; ~co’ver a., 
surreptitious (~cover agent, one trying to 
secure evidence of illegal activities by 
associating with the suspected wrong¬ 
doers); —/oo(' adv., under one’s feet; 
underground ; underhand ; un'der fir oof 
a., with less alcohol than proof spirit. 

2. Under- is prefixed to vbs & their de¬ 
rivatives w. adv. or prep, force in sense 
‘ beneath ’, ‘ lower than ’, * below ’, as: 
~lrid' v.t., make lower bid than (person), 
(bridge) bid less on (a hand) than its 
strength warrants; —cuf'1 v.t., cut away 
material of (design etc. in carving) so as 
to make it stand out in relief, (golf) hit 
(ball) so that it rises high & does not roll 
far on alighting, (commerc.) offer lower 
terms than (competitor); —drain.'1 v.t., 
drain (ground) by forming channels be¬ 
neath it; ~la.y' v.t. & i., lay something 
under (thing), esp. (print.) lay paper 
under (types) to raise them, (mining, 
intr.) incline from the vertical; un'derlay 
n., paper laid under types, waterproof 
paper, sheet, etc., for laying under carpet 
or mattress, (mining) = inclined lode or 
shaft; —ie<' v.t., let below true value, 
sublet; —line'1 v.t., draw line under 
(word) to secure emphasis or to indicate 
italics, stress, emphasize; ~men'tioned a.; 
rapin’ v.t., place support of masonry etc. 
under (wall, overhanging bank, etc.); 
~play' v.i. (cards), play low card while 
retaining high one of same suit; un'der- 
play n., —playing; —prop' v.t., put prop 
under; ~quote' v.t., quote lower prices 
than (person), quote lower prices than 
others for (goods etc.); —run' v.t. & i., 
run or pass under, (naut.) overhaul or 
examine (a cable etc.) by lifting it on 
board and passing it along by hand; 
~score' v.t., =~linel; ~seU' v.t., sell 
cheaper than (person); un'derseller n.; 
—scF1 v.t., support (masonry etc.) by 
prop; un'dershot a., (of wheel) worked by 
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water passing under it, = underhung; 
~signed' a,., I, we, the ~signed, (whose 
signatures appear below). 

3. Under- in sense ‘ insufficiently ‘ in¬ 
completely is prefixed to vbs (used in 
p.p.) & to some adjj., w. their derivatives. 
Adjj. & p.pp. tend inattrib. use(cf. UN-1, 
-ED2) to take stress on first syllable (beef 

was ~done', hale un'derdone beef-, an 
under-exposed or un'der-exposed' negative). 

Exx. ~aet' v.t., act (a part, or abs.) 
inadequately; ~bred’ a., ill-bred, vulgar; 
~charge' v.t., charge too little for (thing) 
or to (person), put insufficient charge 
into (gun etc.); undercharge n., insufficient 
charge; —devel'op v.t. (photog.); ~cio' 
v.t., cook insufficiently, esp. in p.p. 
~donc\ ~dose' v.t.; ~draw' v.t., depict 
inadequately; ~dress' v.t. & i., dress too 
plainly or too lightly; ~employ'ment n., 
shortage of work; ~es’timdte v.t., form 
too low an estimate of; ~es’timate (-at), 
-ation, nn.; ~-expose' v.t., ~-exposure n., 
(photog.): ~fe.ed' v.t. & i.; ~fired’ a., (of 
pottery) not baked enough; ~grown’ a.; 
~man’ v.t.., furnish (ship etc.) with too 
few men; ~mas'led a.; ~pay' v.t., pay 
(workmen etc.) inadequately; ~priv' ileged 
(-ijd) a., less privileged than others, 
belonging to the lower classes of 
society; ~-produc'tion n., production 
less than is usual or required; ~rate' v.t., 
—estimate; ~-reck’cm v.t.; ~-ripe’ a.; 
—sized' a., of less than the usual size, 
dwarfish; ~state’ v.t.; ~statement n.; 
~stock' v.t., supply (farm, shop, etc.) with 
insufficient stock; ~valua'tion n.; ~val’ue 
v.t. 

4. Under- in adj. relation with noun re¬ 
places or is interchangeable with under 
a., in senses ‘ situated beneath ’, ‘ sub¬ 
ordinate ’. In the less-established com¬ 
pounds the hyphen is usu. retained & the 
stress variously placed on either com¬ 
ponent or both. 
Exx.: ~-agent n.; un’derbrush n., = 

—growth; un'dercarriage, aircraft’s landing 
gear; un’dc.rclay n., clay bed under coal; 
~-clerk(ship) un.; un' der cliff n., terrace or 
lower cliff formed by a landslip; un'der- 

clothes, un'derclothing, nn., clothes worn 
under others esp. next to skin; —dram2 
n., drain placed underground; underflow 

n., current flowing beneath surface; 
undergarment n., garment worn under 
others; undergrowth n., shrubs or small 
trees growing under larger ones; — -king 

n., inferior or subordinate king; — -lease 

n.. lease granted by lessee for shorter 
term than his own; underline2 n., advance 
announcement of production of subse¬ 
quent play at foot of play-bill, descriptive 
line(s) under an illustration; underlinen 

n., linen or (loosely) other —garments; 
*underpass, subway; underplot n., sub¬ 
ordinate plot in play or novel; un'der- 

underground 

-sec'rclary(ship) nn.; II (Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary, member of Government; 
Permanent Under-Secretary, member of 
Civil Service & head of a department); 
—servant n.; underset2 n. (naut.), 
undercurrent in contrary direction to 
that of wind or surface water; —-sheriff 
n., sheriff’s deputy; ~shirt n.; un’der- 
shrub n., plant like shrub but smaller; 
underskirt n.; un’dersleeve n., sleeve, esp. 
detached one, worn under another; 
un'dcrsoil n.; understrapper n., inferior 
agent, underling; —stratum n.; — 
-tenant n., tenant’s tenant; —-tenancy n.; 
un'dertint n., subdued tint; undertone n., 
subdued tone esp. in speaking, thin or 
subdued colour, —lying quality or ele¬ 
ment, —current; undertow n., backward 
flow of wave breaking on beach, = — set; 
underwear n., (clothes meant for) wearing 
underneath ; un’derwing n., kinds of moth 
with conspicuous markings etc. on under 
wings; un'derwood n., = —groudh ; under¬ 
world n., antipodes, infernal regions, 
lowest social stratum, world of crime, 

underact, see under- 3; under-agent, 
under- 4; underarm, under- l; under¬ 
bid, under- 2; underbred, under- 3; 
underbrush, undercarriage, under- 4; 
undercharge, under- 3; underclay, 
undercliff, underclothes, undercloth¬ 
ing, under- 4; undercover, under- l. 

un'dercroft (-aw-), n. Crypt, [under, ME 
croft f. L crupta crypt ] 

un'dercurrent, n. Current below the 
surface; (fig.) unperceived influence or 
feeling of different or contrary tendency; 
(mining) large shallow box beside main 
hydraulic sluice serving to aid in saving 
gold, [under-4] 

undercut1. See under- 2. 

un'dercut2, n. || Underside of sirloin; up¬ 
ward blow in boxing, [under- 4] 

under-develop, underdo, underdose, 
see under- 3; underdrain1 v.t., under- 2; 

underdrain2 n., under-4 ; underdraw, 
underdress, underemployment, un¬ 
derestimate, underestimation, under- 
-expose, under-exposure, underfeed, 
underfired, under- 3; underflow, 
under-4; underfoot, under-1; under¬ 
garment, under- 4. 

undergo', v.t. Be subjected to, suffer, 
endure esp. with firmness, as has under¬ 
gone many trials, underwent a rapid 
change, an operation. [OE UNDER(ffan, go) ] 

undergrad'u|ate, n. Member of univer¬ 
sity w'ho has not taken his first degree 
(often attrib.). Hence~atesmp n.,~ETTE' 

n. (joc.), female~ate. [under- 4] 
underground', adv., a., & n. 1. Beneath 
surface of earth. 2. adj. (in attrib. use 
un1). Situated ~, as ~ railway, (fig.) 
hidden, secret, as ~ (secret resistance) 
movement. 3. n. (un1). ||~ railway; 
~ movement, [under- 1] 
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undergrown, see under- 3; under¬ 
growth, under- 4. 

underhand', adv. & a. (in atlrib. use fin-). 
Clandestine(ly), secret(ly), not above- 
-board; (crick., of bowling) (performed) 
with hand underneath both elbow & ball, 
as bowls ~, ~ bowling, [under- 1, 4] 

underhung' (in attrib. use un-), a. (Of 
lower jaw) projecting beyond upper jaw; 
having ~ jaw. [under-2) 

under-king, see under- 4; underlay v.t. 
& i., & n., under- 2 ; under-lease, under- 
4; underlet, under- 2. 

underlie', v.t. Lie, be situated, under 
(stratum etc., or abs.); (fig., of principle 
etc.) be the basis of (doctrine, law, con¬ 
duct, etc., or abs. esp. in part.), [under- 
2] 

underline1 v.t., see under- 2; under¬ 
line2, underlinen, under- 4. 

un'derling, n. Subordinate (usu. derog.). 
[ME (-LING1)] 

underman, undermasted, see under- 3; 
undermentioned, under- 2. 

undermin|e', v.t. Make mine or excava¬ 
tion under, wear away base or foundation 
of, as rivers ~e their banks, ~e the walls; 
injure (person, reputation, influence, etc.) 
by secret means; injure, wear out, (health 
etc.) insidiously or imperceptibly. Hence 
~'ER1n. [under-2] 

underneath', adv., prep., a., & n. 1. 
At or to a lower place (than), below 
(not in fig. senses). 2. adj. & n. Lower 
(surface, part). [OE underneothan (under, 
cf. beneath)] 

•underpass, see under- 4: underpay, 
under- 3; underpin, underplay v.i., & 
n., under- 2; underplot, under- 4; 
underprivileged, under-production, 
under- 3; underproof, under- 1; under¬ 
prop, underquote, under- 2; under¬ 
rate, under-reckon, under-ripe, un¬ 

der- 3; underrun, underscore, under- 

2; under-secretary(ship), under- 4; un- 
dersell(er), under- 2; under-servant, 
under- 4; underset1 v.t., under- 2; un¬ 
derset2 n., under-sheriff, undershirt, 
under- 4 ; undershot, under- 2; under¬ 
shrub, under- 4; undersigned, under- 

2; undersized, under- 3; underskirt, 
undersleeve, undersoil, under- 4. 

understand', v.t. & i. (-stood; arch. p.p. 
-stande.d). 1. Comprehend, perceive the 
meaning of, (words, person, or lan¬ 
guage etc.), as does not ~ what you say, 
do you ~ me?, French?; tongue not ~ed of 
the people, foreign language. 2. Grasp 
mentally, perceive the significance or 
explanation or cause or nature of, know 
how to deal with, as do not ~ why he came, 
what the noise is about, the point of his 
remark; quite ~ your difficulty; cannot ~ 
him, his conduct, his ivanting to go; 
thoroughly ~s children, could never ~ 
mathcm,atics; (abs.) you don’t ~ (the 
situation etc.). 3. Infer esp. from in¬ 
formation received, take as implied, take 

Z 

for granted, as I ~ that doors open at 7.30, 
that they are almost destitute, him to be 
or that he is a distant relation, I quite 
understood that expenses were to t.e paid, 
no one could ~ that from my words, what 
did you~ him to say (~ from his words)? ; 
(expr. uncertainty or surprise or indigna¬ 

tion) do I ~ (you to say) that or am I to ~ 
that you refuse?; (introducing warning or 

threat) now ~ me, he gave me or I was given 
to ~ (I thought he said or meant) that it 
icas done. 4. Supply (word) mentally, as 

the verb may be either expressed or under¬ 
stood. [OE UNDER(sta»dim stand)] 

understanding1, a. Having insight. 

[ME; -ing2] 
understanding2, n. In vbl senses, esp.: 
intelligence, as has an excellent men 
without ~ ; power of apprehension, power 
of abstract thougiit, (often opp. to 
reason); agreement, harmony, union of 
sentiments, convention, thing agreed 
upon, as must come to an ~ with him,, 
disturbed the (good) ~ between them, had 
a secret ~ icith other firms, consented only 
on this ~, on the distinct ~ that; (pi., 
si.) feet, legs, shoes, etc. [ME ; -ing1] 

understate(ment), understock, see 
under- 3; understrapper, under- 
-stratum, under- 4. 

un'derstudy, n., & v.t. 1. One who 
studies theatrical part in order to play 
it at short notice in absence of the usual 
actor. 2. v.t. Study (part) thus, act as ~ 
to (actor), [under-4] 

undertake', v.t. & i. Bind oneself to per¬ 
form, make oneself responsible for, en¬ 
gage in, enter upon, (work, enterprise, 
responsibility); accept an obligation, 
promise, (to do); (arch.) engage with 
(person) in comba t, argument , etc.; 
guarantee, affirm, as I will ~ that he has 
not heard a word, that you shall or will be 
no loser by it; (arch.) he guarantee for 
(person, fact); (colloq.) manage funerals. 
[ME, repl. OE underniman] 

un'dertaker, n. In vbl senses, esp.: one 
who manages funerals; (hist.) influential 
person who undertook to procure parti¬ 
cular legislation esp. to obtain supplies 
from Commons if king would grant some 
concession. [-ER1 ] 

undertaking, n. In vbl senses, esp.: 
work etc. undertaken, enterprise, as a 
serious ~; management of funerals 
(Qn1). [-ing1] 

under-tenant, under-tenancy, see un¬ 
der- 4; undertint, undertone, under¬ 
tow, under- 4 ; undervaluation, under¬ 

value, under- 3; underwear, under¬ 

wing, underwood, underworld, un¬ 
der- 4. 

underwrite' (-erit), v.t. & i. Execute & 
deliver (policy of insurance esp. on marine 
property), practise marine insurance, 
engage to buy all stock in (company 
etc.) not bought by the public, whence 
un'derwritER1 n.; undertake to finance; 
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write below, as the underwritten names. 
[UNDER- 2] 

un'dies (-dTz), n. pi. (colloq.). (Esp. 
women's) underclothing, [abbr., -Y3] 

undine' (-en), n. Female water-sprite who 
by marrying a mortal & bearing a child 
might receive a soul. [f. mod. L Undina 
f. L unda wave + -ine 1 ] 

undo, see un-MU; undock, un-M3); un¬ 
doer, undoing, undomesticate, un¬ 
done1, UN-‘(1). 

undrape, undress1 v.t. & i., see un-1 

(1); undress2 n., un-2(2); undressed1, 
tin-1!!); unduke, un-MU- 

un'duljate1, v.i. Have wavy motion or 
look. Hence ~ant a. (esp. ~cw< fever, 
Malta fever), ~atingLY2 adv. [as foil., 
-ATE3] 

un'dulate2, a. Wavy, going alternately 
up & down or in & out, as leaves with ~ 
margins. Hence~LY2 adv. [f. Ii undulatus 
(unda wave, see -ul-, -ate2)] 

undula'tion, n. Wavy motion or form, 
gentle rise & fall, each wave of this; set 
of wavy lines; (path.) sensation of un¬ 
dulating movement in the heart, [as 
prec. + -ation ] 

un'dulatory, a. Undulating, wavy; of, 
due to, undulation; ~ theory of light (that 
light is propagated through the ether by 
wave-motion imparted to the ether by 
molecular vibrations of the radiant body), 
so undula'tioniST(2) (-sho-) n. [-op.y ] 

unearth, see un-1©); unease, un-2(2); 
unedge, un-1(2); unegoize, un-MU; un¬ 
employment, un-2(2); unentangle, un¬ 
equalize, un- 1(1); unethical, un-2(i); 
unface, un-1(2); unfaith, un-2(2); un¬ 
fasten, unfastened ', un- 1(l): unfeather, 
unfence, un-M2); unfetter, unfettered1, 
unfeudalize, untile, unfit, unfix, un¬ 
fixed1, un-MU; unfiesh, unflower, 
un-1(2); unfold1, un-1 (1); unfold2, 
un-MS); unform, un-MU; unfratne, 
un-M2); unfriend, un-2(2); unfrock, 
un-M2); unfurl, un-MU- 

ungain'lly (-n-g-), a. & adv. (Of persons 
or animals or their movements) ill-made, 
awkward-looking, clumsy; (adv.) in ~y 
maimer. Hence ~1NESS n. [UN-2+obs. 
gain a. f. ON gegn straight + -ly 1; rel. to 
again ] 

ungear, see un-1(1); unget-at-able, 
un-2(l); ungild, ungird, see un-MU; un¬ 
girdle, un-M2); unglaze, un-MU; un¬ 
glove, ungown, un- M2), 

ung'ual (-nggw-), a. Of, like, bearing, a 
nail or hoof or claw. So unguic'ulAE1, 
unguic'ulATE2, [-cule, usu. without dim. 
force], unguiF'EROus, ung'uiroRsr, aa. 
[f. L unguis claw, nail, + -al] 

ung'uent (-nggw-), n. Any soft substance 
used as ointment or for lubrication. So 
'—ary 1 a. [f. L unguentum (unguere 
anoint)] 

ung'ulja (-ngg-), n. (pi. ~ae). Hoof, claw. 

Fop adjj. in un- not given see un-2(1). 

talon, whence ~ate2(2) a. & n. (zool.); 
hooked instrument for extracting dead 
foetus; cone, cylinder, with top cut off by 
plane oblique to base. Ifence'—AR1 a. [L, 
dim. as ungual] 

ungum, unhair, see un-M2); unhallow, 
unhand, unhang, unharness, unhasp, 
un-MU: unhat, unhelm, un-1(2); un- 
hinge(d), unhitch, un-(1); unhive, 
un-M3); unhook, unhoop, un-MU; un¬ 
horse, un-1(3) ; unhouse, unhumanize, 
un-MU; unhusk, un-M2). 

uni-, comb, form of L unus one, as: ~- 
artic'ulale, single-jointed; ~ax'(i)al, hav¬ 
ing a single axis, whence ~ax'ially adv.; 
~cam'eral, of only one chamber (of Parlia¬ 
ment etc.); ~cap'sular, of one capsule; 
~cell'ular, one-celled ; ~col'our(ed), of one 
colour; ~corn’ous, one-horned; — cos'tate, 
single-ribbed; ~cus'pid a. & n., (tooth) 
of one cusp; un'icycle, single-wheeled 
vehicle; ~ftor’ovs, bearing one flower; 
~fol'iote, having one leaf; ~lat'eral, 
one-sided (—lateral leaves, leaning to one 
side of stem, ^lateral contract, binding one 
party only), (of car-parking) restricted to 
one side of the street; ~lat'erally adv.; 
~llt'eral, consisting of one letter; ~- 
loc'ular, ~loc'ulatc, (bot., zool.), single- 
-chambered; unlp'arovs, producing one at 
a birth, (bot.) having one axis or branch; 
~part’ite, not divided; un'iped, single- 
-footed; ~pers'onal, (of Deity) existing 
only in one person, (of verb) used only in 
one person; ~plan'ar, lying in one plane; 
~pol'ar, (biol., of cell etc.) having only 
one pole, (electr.) showing only one kind 
of polarity, whence ~pola'rity n.; ~- 
rad’iate(d), having only one arm or pro¬ 
cess ; ~ser'ial, set in one row; ~sex'val, 
of one sex, not hermaphrodite, having 
stamens or pistil but not both, whence 
~sexual'ity n., ~sex’vally adv.; ~sul'eate 
(bot., zool.), single-grooved; unlv’atdbt 
(ckem.), having a combining power of 
one, whence univ'a.lence, univ'alency, nn.; 
un'lvalue a. & n., (mollusc) of one valve; 
unlv'ocal a. & n., (word) of only' one 
proper meaning, whence unlv’ocally adv. 

Un'Iat, -ate, (u-), n. Member of any ,com¬ 
munity of Oriental Christians that ac¬ 
knowledges Pope’s supremacy but retains 
own liturgy etc. [f. Russ, uniyat f. uniya 
union f. I, unus one] 

un'icobn, n. 1. Fabulous animal with 
horse’s body & single straight horn (in 
Deut. xxxiii. 17 mistransl. of Heb. re’em, a 
two-horned animal); heraldic representa¬ 
tion of this, with goat’s beard & lion’s 
tail. 2. (Also ~-fish, -whale, sea-~) nar¬ 
whal. 3. Kind of single-horned beetle; 
caterpillar with hornlike prominence on 
back (~ moth, of this). 4. Pair of horses 
with third horse in front, turn-out with 
these. 5. (Also ~-sfted) kinds of gastero- 
pod with spine on lip of shell. [ME, f. OF 

For other words in uni- see uni-. 
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umcorne or LL unicornis, -uus n., f. L 
_adj. UNl(corois f. cornu horn)] 
un'if(Srm, a., n., & v.t. 1. Not changing' in 
form or character, the same, unvarying, 
as present a ~ appearance, of ~ size & 
shape, keeps a ~ temperature, behaved with 
~ moderation, ~ acceleration (not varying 
with time); (of tax, law, etc.) not varying 
with time or place; conforming to same 
standard or rule. 2. n. ~ dress worn by 
members of same body, e.g. by soldiers, 
sailors, policemen. 3. v.t. Make~, clothe 
in ~. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. F uniforme 

_adj.jor L UNi(/ormis -form)] 

unifdrm'ity, n. Being uniform, sameness, 
consistency; Act of ZJ~ (for securing ~ in 
public worship, esp. that of 1662); doctrine 
of ~ (that ~ has prevailed in physical 
causes & effects in all ages, opp. to cata- 

strophism), whence unifdhmitAR'iAN(iSM) 
nn. [ME, f. OF uniformite or LL uni- 
formitas (as prec., see -ty)] 

un'i|fy, v.t. Reduce (things, or abs.) to 
unity or uniformity. Hence or cogn. 
~fica'tion, ~fiER1, nn. [f. F unifier or 
LL vm.(ficare -fy)] 

VnigSn'ltus (u.-), n. (hist.). Bull of 
Clement XI against Jansenism in 1713. 
[LL = only-begotten, rendering Gk. mono¬ 
genes] 

unintelligible. See un-2(1). 

un'ion (-yon), n. 1. Uniting, being united, 
coalition, junction, as effected a~, the ~ of 
the parts was imperfect, ~ by first or second 
INTENTION; the U~ (of England & Scotland 
in 1706, also, of Great Britain & Ireland 
in 1801). 2. Matrimony, marriage. 3. 
Concord, agreement, as lived together in 
perfect ~. 4. A whole resulting from com¬ 
bination of parts or members, esp. (1) the 
U.S., (2) the United Kingdom, (3) South 
Africa; trade ~; postal ~. 5.|| (Former¬ 
ly) two or more parishes consolidated for 
administration of poor-laws, (in full ~ 
workhouse) workhouse erected by such 
~. 6. || Association of independent (esp. 
Congregational or Baptist) churches for 
purposes of co-operation. 7. (U~) general 
club & debating society at some uni¬ 
versities, buildings of such society. 
8. Part of flag with device emblematic of 
~ normally occupying upper corner next 
staff (ensign hoisted ~ down, with ~ below 
as signal of distress); U~ Jack or flag, 
national ensign of United Kingdom 
formed by ~ of crosses of St George, St 
Andrew, & St Patrick. 9. Kinds of joint 
or coupling for pipes etc.; shallow vat in 
which beer is left to clear; fabric of 
mixed materials, e.g. cotton with linen or 
silk or jute. 10. suit, combinations 
(garment). [ME, f. OF, f. LL unio unity 
(unus one, see -ion)] 

un'ion|Ist (-nyo-), n. 1. Member of a 
trade union, advocate of trade unions. 
2. Person opposed to rupture of legislative 
union between Great Britain & Ireland, 
opponent of homo rule in Ireland, as 

liberal ~ist, (attrib.) <—ist party, prin¬ 
ciples-, *(hist.) one who during the civil 
war opposed secession. So ~ism n., 
~is'tio a. [-ist] 

unique' (-ek), a. & n. 1. Unmatched, un¬ 
equalled, having no like or equal or paral¬ 
lel, as his position was ~, this vase is so far 
as is known ~, (vulg.) the most ~ (remark¬ 
able) man I ever met, rather ~ (unusual). 
2. n. ~ thing. Hence ~ly2 (-ek'li) adv., 
~ness (-ek'n-) n. [F, f. L unicus (unus 
one)] 

un'ison, a. & n. 1. (mus.). Coinciding in 
pitch, whence or cogn. unis'onAL, 

unis'onANT, unis'onous, aa., unis'on- 
ance n.; ~ string (tuned in~ with another 
string & meant to be sounded with it). 
2. n. Unity of pitch in sounds or notes, 
(mus.) this regarded as an interval; state 
of sounding at same pitch, esp. in ~; = ~ 
strbig; concord, agreement, as acted in 
perfect [f. OF unison or LL UNi(som(s 
sound)] 

un'it, n. Individual thing- or person or 
group regarded for purposes of calcula¬ 
tion etc. as single & complete, each of the 
individuals or groups into which a com¬ 
plex whole may be analysed, as lalce the 
family as the ~ of society; quantity chosen 
as a standard in terms of which other 
quantities may be expressed, as abstract 
~, the number one (1), C.G.S. system of 
~s (in which centimetre, gramme, second, 
are the ~3 of length, mass, & time), 
electrical, magnetic, thermal, ~. [1570 (J. 
Dee), f. L unus repl. unity, perh. after 
digit ] 

unitar'ian, n. & a. 1. (C7~) one who, 
member of a religious body that, main¬ 
tains against the doctrine of the Trinity 
that God is one person, whence U~ism n., 
U~ize v.t.; advocate of unity or central¬ 
ization e.g. in politics. 2. adj. Of the 
U~s, as C7~ Church-, = foil, [partly f. 
mod. L unitarius (unitas unity) + -an, 
partly f. unity + -arian ] 

un'itary, a. Of a unit or units, as ~ 
method, a rifle in arithmetic used for same 
purpose as rule of three; marked by 
unity or uniformity, [f. unit or unity + 
-ARY1] 

unite', v.t. & i. 1. Join (t. & i.) together, 
make or become one, combine, consoli¬ 
date, amalgamate, as ~ the parts with 
cement, give the parts time to ~, the two 
nations gradually (became) ~<7, oil will not 
~ with water; U~d Brethren, the Moravian 

sect; U~d Irishmen, Irish society formed 
in 1791 for purposes of parliamentary 
reform etc.; kingdom; U~dNations, 
(orig., in 1942) those ~d against the 
axis powers in the 1939-45 war, (later) 
an organization of almost all ‘ peace- 
-loving States ’; Provinces, Holland, 
Zealand, & 5 other provinces ~d in 
1579 & forming basis of republic of 
Netherlands, (also, hist.) one of the 
major Indian administrative divisions. 
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comprising Agra and Oudli; U~d state’s. 
2. Agree, combine, co-operate, (in senti¬ 
ment, conduct, doing). Hence unit'edLY2 
adv., un'itiVE a. [f. L unire -it- (unus 
one)] 

un'ity, n. Oneness, being one or single or 
individual, being formed of parts that 
constitute a whole, due interconnexion & 
coherence of parts, as disturbs the ~ of 
the idea, pictures lack ~, national ~; 
thing showing such thing that forms 
a complex whole, as a person regarded as 
a~ ; (math.) the number one, factor that 
leaves unchanged the quantity on which 
it operates; the dramatic unities, unities of 
time, place, <£• action, limitation of sup¬ 
posed time of drama to that occupied in 
acting it or to a single day, use of same 
scene throughout, & abstention from all 
that is irrelevant to development of single 
plot; harmony, concord, between persons 
etc., as dwell together in ~, at ~ with ; 
(law) joint tenancy of different tenants, 
joint possession by one person of different 
rights. [ME, f. OF unite, or L unitas 
(unus one, see -ty)] 

univ€rs'al, a. & n. 1. Of or belonging to 
or done etc. by all persons or things in the 
world or in the class concerned, appli¬ 
cable to all cases, as the terror ivas ~, met 
with ~ applause, has the ~ sanction of 
philosophers, the rule does not pretend to 
be ~ agent (empowered to do all that 
can be delegated), ~ provider, ~ compass 
(with legs that may be extended for 
large circles), ~ coupling or joint (trans¬ 
mitting power by a shaft at any selected 
angle), ~ legatee (to whom the whole of 
a property is bequeathed), ~ proposition 
(in which predicate is affirmed or denied 
of the entire subject). Hence or cogn. 
universal'iTY, ~Iza'tion, nn., ~ize(3) 

v.t., ~ly2 adv. 2. n. (Log.) ~ proposi¬ 
tion; (pliilos.) general notion or idea, 
thing that by its nature may be pre¬ 
dicated of many. [ME, f. OF universal, 
■el, or L universalis (as universe, see -al)] 

univers'al'ist, U-, n. One who holds, 
csp. member of an organized body of 
Christians who hold, that all mankind 
will eventually be saved. Hence or cogn. 
~isMn.,~is'tic a. [-ist] 

un'iveise, n. All existing things; the 
whole creation (& the Creator); all man¬ 
kind; (log.) all the objects under con¬ 
sideration (usu. ~ of discourse), [f. F 
univers f. L universum neut. of vsi(versus 
p.p. of vertere turn) combined into one, 
whole] 

univers'ity, n. Educational institution 
designed for instruction or examination 
or both of students in all or many of the 
more important branches of learning, 
conferring degrees in various faculties, 
& often embodying colleges & similar 
institutions; members of this collec- 

For adjj. in un- not given see UN-2(1). 

tively; team, crew, etc., represen ting a 
as the ~ had four vrickets to fall; £/~ 

extension ; U~ Test Act (abolishing 
subscription to Thirty-nine Articles etc. 
as requisite to taking of degree, 1871). 
[ME, f. OF universite f. L universitatem 
the whole (world); in LL college, guild 
(as prec., -ty)] 

universlol'ogy, n. Science of all created 
things; science of all that is of human 
interest. Hence ~olo'giGAL a., —'Ol'ogiST 
n. [f. UNIVERSE+-0-+-I.OGY] 

unjoin, unjoint, see un-HD- 
unkempt' (un-k-), a. Uncombed, dishev¬ 
elled ; untidy, of neglected appearance; 
(of language) careless, rough, incondite. 
[un-2 + ME kempt p.p. of kemben comb2] 

unking, see un-1(4); unkink, unknit, 
unknot, unlace, unlade, unlash, un¬ 
latch, unlay, un-Hi): unlead, un-H2); 
unlearn, un-‘(1); unleash, un-1(3). 

unless', conj. If not, except when, as 
shall (not) go ~ I hear from him, ~ 
absolutely compelled, always walked ~ I 
had a bicycle; ~ <& until (verbose for until 
in condit. use, cf. if & when), [f. less 
preceded by of, in, upon, & on; unstressed 
on assim. to un-2] 

unlimber, see un-2(2); unline, unlink, 
unload, unlock, unlodge, unloose, 
un-Hi); unlord, un-HD; unmake, 
un- Hi); unman, un-H2, 4); unmantle, 
un-H2); unmask, unmew, un-Hi); 
unmonk, un-'(4); unmoor, unmortise, 
unmould, unmuffle, unmuzzle, un-1 
(1); unnail, un-H2); unnaturalize, un- 
nerve(d), un-HU; unnest, un-H3); un¬ 
pack, unpeg, UN- Hi): unpen, un-H3); 
unpeople, un-x(1); unperch, un-H3); 
unpick, unpin, unplait, unplug, un-1 
(1) ; unplume, un-1(2); unpope, un-1(4); 
unpreach, un-1(1); unprejudice, un-2 
(2) ; unprelate, unpriest, unprince, 
un-x(4); unprop, un-H2); unqueen, 
un-H4); unravel, un-Hi); unreason, 
un-2(2); unreel, unreeve, unrein, un-1 
(1) ; unrepair, unreserve, unrest, un¬ 
restraint, un-2(2) ; unriddle, unrig, 
un-H1); unright, un-2(2); unring, un-1 
(2) ; unrip, unrivet, un-HD; unrobe, 
un-H2); unroll, unromanize, un-1 
(1); unroof, un-H2); unroost, un-H3); 
unroot, un-Hi); unrumple, un-H2); 
unsaddle, unsaid1, unsay, un-HD; 
unscale, un-H2); unscrew, unseal, 
unseam, unseat, unseated1, un-H1); 
unself, un- H2); unset, unsettle, un¬ 
settled1, un-Hi); unsex, un-1(2); un¬ 
shackle, unsheathe, un-1(1); unshell, 
un-H2); unship, unshipped1, un-Hi); 
unshoe, unshot, unshutter, un-H2); 
unsight, unseen, un-2(1); unsinew, 
unsister, un-1(2>; unsling, un-Hi); 
unsnare, un-H3); unsolder, unspar, 
un-H2); unspeak, un-H1); unspell, 
unsphere, un-H3); unsprung, un-2(1); 

For other words in uni- see uni-. 
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unsquire, un-HD; unstarch, un-'(2); 
unsteel, un-HD; unstep, un-H3); un¬ 
stick, unstitch, unstock, unstop, 
un-HD; unstopper, un-H2); unstrap, 
unstring, unstrung, un-Hi); unsuc¬ 
cess, unsuspicion, un-2(2) ; unswaddle, 
unswathe, unswear, un-HD; unsym¬ 
metry, un-2(2); untack, untangle, 
unteach, untemper, un-HD; untent, 
un-1(3); untether, unthink, unthread, 
un-HD; unthrift, un-2(2); unthrone, 
un-H3); untie, untied1, un-HD. 

until', prep. & conj. = till2 (preferred 
when its clause or phrase stands first, as 
~ you told me I had no idea of it, & occas. 
in leisurely or dignified style, as unless <& 
~). [orig. north. ME untill f. ON (= OS, 
Goth.) und as far as -I-till2] 

untile, untin, see un-H2). 
un'to (-db), prep. (arch.). = to 1 (in all uses 
except as sign of infinitive). [ME ; formed 
on until, w. to1 repl. north, till2] 

untomb, see UN-H3); untooth, UN-‘(2); 
untouchable, un-2(i); untruss, un-HD; 
untruth, un-2(2); untuck, untune, un-1 
(1); unturf, un-H2); untwine, untwist, 
unveil, un-HD; unvicar, un-HD ; un¬ 
vote, unwarp, unweave, un-HD. 

unwiel'djy, a. Slow or clumsy of move¬ 
ment, difficult to use or manage, owing 
to size or weight or shape. Hence ~ii.Y2 
adv., ~iNESS n. [un-2 +(now dial.) wieldy 
active f. wield + -y 2 ] 

unwill, unwind, see un-HD; unwisdom, 
un-2(2); unwitting(ly), un-2(1); un¬ 
work, unwound1, unwrap, unwrinkle, 
unyoke, un-HD. 

up, adv., prep., a., n., & v.i. 1. To or in 
a high(er) place, position, degree, amount, 
value, etc., to or in a capital or university 
or place farther north or otherwise con¬ 
ventionally regarded as high(er), as bird 
flew up to the eaves, high up in the air, 
•what is he doing up there?, horse might 
have won with a better jockey up (in saddle), 
lives four floors up, a few feet farther up, 
flames mount up, total mounts up, tide is 
coming up, water came up to his chin, a 
hundred up (on scoring-board, scored in 
game), it is up to (incumbent on) us to 
foot the bill, sums up to £5, lives up to 
(spends all) his income, up to the mark H up 
against (confronted with) a hard job, am 
not up to (fit for) travelling, evstenn is 
traced up (back) to the Stuarts, up to 
date2, lift up your head, as far up (north) 
as Aberdeen, II Oxford men just going up, 
|| stayed up (at Oxford etc.) for the vacation, 
ran up to town (London) for the day, was 
had up (before magistrate) on a charge 
of drunkenness, sailed up (towards source) 
as far as the river was navigable, corn is 
up (at high price), is high up in the school, 
went up three places in class, ran up a bill, 
have looked for it up & down (in every 
direction). 2. To the place in question or 
in which the speaker etc. is, as child came 
up & asked me the time, went straight up 

up- 

lo the door, sure to turn 1 up late. 3. To or 
in erect or vertical position (fit. & fig.) esp. 
as favourable to activity, out of bed or 
lying or sitting or kneeling posture, in(to) 
condition of efficiency or activity, as 
sprang up from his seat, stand up, (with 
get, stand, etc. understood) up!, up with 
you, get up, up with it, put it up, up (opp. 
down with) the Bolsheviks!, was (already) 
up early this morning, was (still) up late 
last night, must be up <£• doing. Home 
Secretary is up (has risen up speak, is 
speaking), || Parliament is up (no longer 
sitting, prorogued), stir up sedition, GET 
up, screw up your courage, wind up watch, 
pul the helm up (so place it as to force 
ship away from wind), beer is not up (is 
fiat), nation is up in arms (armed & 
ready to fight lit. & fig., often agaitist), 
whole of the ivest was up (in rebellion etc.), 
his blood is up (anger or spirit roused), is 
well up (instructed) in mathematics, what 
is up (going on)?, what tricks have you 
been up to (playing)?, up to snuff1, do not 
feel up (equal) to work, this cigar is not 
up to much (is poor); || (at Eton Coll.) he is 
up to (in the form of) Mr A. 4. (Expr. 
complete or effectual result etc.) eat, 
drink, burn, dry, tear, up; speak up 
(loudly); hunt up, find by bruiting; follow 
up; praise up; save up, accumulate by 
saving; pack, put1, bind, store, up; lock, 
chain, tie, fasten, fix, nail, seal, up 
(securely); time is up (exhausted); give1 

up, hurry up, make1 up, cheer up, clear 
up; it is all up (& si. U.P.) with him, his 
case is hopeless; hard-rip. 5. prep. To 
a higher point of, on or along in ascending 
direction, as climbed up the ladder, up the 
hill, smoke goes up chimney, sailed up 
(towards source of) the river, walked up 
(towards higher or more central part of, 
or simply along) the street, up hill & down 
dale, up & down in every direction, taking 
the country as it comes; at or in a higher 
part of, as lives farther up the road, some¬ 
where up the river, saw him sitting half-a- 
-mile up the hill, up a tree, up the pole1, 
up the spout. 6. adj. Moving, sloping, 
going, towards a higher point or to the 
capital, as up stroke, line (of railway), 
train; *up-and-coming, enterprising, 
alert. 7. n. *On the up-Ac-up (colloq.), 
improving, on the level, honest; ups & 
downs, rises & falls, undulating ground, 
alternately good & bad fortune. 8. v.i. 
(colloq. & dial.; -pp-). Start up, begin 
abruptly to say or do somethiug (he ups 
& says); (with with) raise, pick up, as he 
upped (or up) with his fist, with his stick. 
[OE upp, up adv., OS up, ON upp, rel. 
to OIIG uf (G auf), Goth, iup] 

up-, pref. = prec. 1. Adv. pref. to vbs 
(esp. in p.p.) & vbl nn., chiefly arch., 
poet., or rhet., exc. a few given separately 
(upbraid etc.), as: upbear' v.t. hold up, 
sustain, aloft, esp. in p.p. upborne; 
upbind' v.t.; upblaze' v.i.; up'bringing n. 
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bringing up, education; upcast' (-ah-) (chair etc. with, in, tapestry etc.), [hack 
v.t.; up'cast n., casting up, upward 
throw, (mining) shaft througli which air 
passes out of mine; up’growth (-oth) n., 
growing up, development, what grows up ; 
upheap' (-p-h-) v.t.; upheav'al (-p-h-) n., 
heaving up, esp. (geol.) of part of earth’s 
crust, (fig.) vast social or other change; 
upheave' (-p-h-) v.t. & i.; up'keep n. 
(mod.), (cost, means, of) maintenance; 
uplift' v.t.; up'lift n., elevating influence, 
edifying effect, moral inspiration; up¬ 
raise.' v.t.; uprear' v.t.; uprise’ v.i.; 
upris'ing n., rising esp. from bed, rebel¬ 
lion, riot; uproot' v.t. (mod.), tear up by 
roots (lit. & fig.); upstan’ding, well 
set up, erect, (of wages) fixed, not vari¬ 
able; up'take n., lifting, (orig. Sc.) under¬ 
standing, apprehension, as quick in the 
uptake-, up'throiv (-o) n., throwing up¬ 
ward, esp. (geol., mining) upward dis¬ 
placement of rock on one side of fault; 
up'thrust n. (geol.), = upheaval-, upturn' 
v.t., turn up (ground in ploughing etc.). 2. 
Pref. with prep, force forming adw. & 
adjj. f. un., as: vp-c<mntry(-'k.iX-)a., toward 
the interior, inland, as up-country districts 
(cf. up counb-y adv.); uphill’ (-p-h-) adv., 
with upward slope along hill or slope 
in upward direction, as road runs uphill, 
riding uphill-, up'hill (-p-h-) a., sloping 
upwards, (fig.) arduous, difficult, labori¬ 
ous, as uphill work; up'stage a. (colloq.), 
stand-offish; upstairs' (-z) adv., up'stair(s) 
a., on, to, an upper storey; up-stream' 
adv., up-stream a., (moving, done) against 
the current; up'-town adv., to, in or the 
upper (*or residential) part of a. town, 
also as adj. 3. With adj. force, as: up’land 
a. & n. (sing, or pi.), (of) the higher or 
inland parts of a country; up'stroke, up¬ 
ward line made in writing. 

upa'ntsh&d (obpah-, oopa-), n. Each of a 
series of Sanskrit philosophical treatises 
forming an exposition of the Vedas. [Skr. ] 

up'as, n. (Also —tree, antiar) Javanese 
tree yielding milky sap used as arrow- 
-poison & held fatal to whatever came 
beneath its branches, (fig.) pernicious 
influence, practice, etc.; poisonous sap of 
this & other trees. [Malay, = poison] 

upbraid', v.t. Chide, reproach (person 
etc. with, for, fault etc., or abs.). Hence 
~ing1 n., ~ingLY2 adv. [OE CP(bregdan 
braid2 in obs. sense)] 

up-end', v.t. & i. (dial.). Set on end; sit, 
stand, or rise up. [UP adv.] 

uphold' ( p-h-), v.t. Hold up, keep erect, 
support; give support or countenance to 
(person, practice, etc.); maintain, con¬ 
firm, (decision, verdict). Hence —-Eli1 n, 
[ME; up- ] 

uphol'ster (-p-h-), v.t. Furnish (room 
etc.) with hangings, carpets, furniture, 
etc.; provide (chair etc.), with textile 
covering, padding, springs, etc., cover 

For other words 

formation f. foil. ] 
uphol'sterer (-p-h-), n. One whose trade 
it is to upholster; -—bee, kind that 
furnishes its cell with cut leaves etc. So 
uphol'stERY(l, 2) n. [f. obs. upholster n. 
(also obs. upholder) f. uphold (in obs. 
sense ‘ keep in repair ’) T -stf.r, -f-ER1] 

uph'roe, n. (naut.). Long wooden block 
with holes through which cords are 
rove for adjusting an awning, [f. Du. 
juffrouw young lady, (naut.) ornamental 
pulley, etc. (jong young \-vrcmw woman)] 

upon', prep. = on (cm & ~ are perhaps 
always idiomatically interchangeable; on 
is perhaps the commoner word esp. in 
colloq. use; ~ is perhaps preferred when 
the prep, follows its object, as had 
no evidence to go ~, nothing to depend 
~, not enough to live~, but cf. which table 
did you leave it on?; other idiomatic 
preferences are perhaps rightly shown in 
~ my word, cm the whole, tier ~ tier of seats, 
fell ~ him unawares, had him on toast, 
came at once on receiving your message, 
take it on trust, will go on the chance, went 
on the spree, thrown ~ his own resources, 
stretched ~ the rack), [formerly also as 
adv.; ME (up + on)] 

upp'er, a. & n. 1. Higher in place, 
situated above, as ~ lip, ~ storey (of 
house, also fig. = brain, as something wrong 
in his ~ storey), ~ (right-hand side of) 
keyboard, ~ case2, have or get the ~ hand 
(mastery); ~ works (naut.), parts of ship 
above water when she is balanced for 
voyage; ~-cut (boxing), short-arm blow 
delivered upwards inside opponent’s 
guard, (v.t.) hit with ~-cut; ~ pab.ti.vls. 
2. Higher in rank, digDity, etc., as the ~ 
servants, the U~ House, House of Lords, 
the ~ ten (thousand), the aristocracy, the 
U~ Bench (hist.), Court of King’s Bench 
during exile of Charles II; ~ crust (colloq.), 
the aristocracy. 3. n. ~ part of boot 
or shoe, as be on one’s ~s (poor, in 
difficulties); (pi.) cloth gaiters. [ME (up 
+ -er3)] 

upp'ermost, a. & adv. 1. Highest in 
place or rank, so up'MOST a. 2. adv. On 
or to the top, as said whatever came — 
(first suggested itself), [preo. +-M0ST] 

upp'ish, a. Self-assertive, pert. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [f. ur + usH1] 

up'right (-rit; in pred. use also tiprit'), a., 
adv., & n. 1. Erect, vertical, as an~ post, 
posture, piano2, (pred. a. or adv.) stood 
set it ~; righteous, strictly honourable or 
honest, whence ~ly2 adv., ~xess n., 
(-rit-). 2. n. Post or rod fixed ~ esp. a,s 
support to some structure. [OE Vlfriht 
right) ) 

up'roar (-dr), n. Tumult, violent dis¬ 
turbance, clamour. Hence uproar'Ious 
a. (often of laughter, high spirits, etc.), 
uproar'iousLY2 adv., uproar'iousNESS 

in up- see up-. 
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n., (-or-), [f. Du. oproer (op up + roer con¬ 

tusion. of. G aufruhr); assoc, w. roar] 

up'rush, n. An upward rush; (esp., 
psych.) a sudden emergence into con¬ 

sciousness from the subliminal, [up- 1 ] 
upset'1, v.t,. & i., & n. 1. Overturn, he 
overturned, as carriage (was) ~; disturb 
the composure or temper or digestion of, 
as the neu-s quite ~ him, ate something that 
~ him; shorten & thicken (metal, esp. tire) 
by hammering or pressure. 2. n. (up4). 
~ting. being ~. [up- ] 

up'set2, a. ~ price, lowest selling price of 
property in auction etc., reserve price. 
[ME; up-J 

up'shot, n. Final issue, conclusion; 
general effect, the long & short, (of a 
matter), [up-] 

up'side-down', adv. & a. With the upper 
part under, inverted, in total disorder, 
as everything was (turned) ~, an ~ ar¬ 
rangement. [altered f. ME up so down, lit. 
up as if down ] 

II upsides' (-dz), adv. (colloq.). Get~ with, 
turn the tables on, avenge oneself upon. 
[UP. SIDE, -ES] 

upsil'on, n. Greek letter (V, v) = u. [Gk 
[m psilon slender u, w. ref. to its later 
sound (ii)] 

up'start, n. Person who has risen sudden¬ 
ly from humble position (often attrib.); 
person who assumes arrogant tone, [up- ] 

up'ward, a., up'wardl(s) ( z), adv. 1. 
Directed, moving, towards a higher place 
(lit. & fig.), as an ~ glance, prices show an 
~ tendency, whence ~ly2 adv. 2. adv. In 
~ direction, as look, move, ~(s), followed 
the stream ~(s) (towards source); children 
of 6 years old & ~(s) (more); found ~(s) of 
(more than) 40 specimens. [OE ; -ward(s)] 

ur- (oor), prof. repr. G (MLG, MHG) ur-, 
denoting ‘ primitive, original, earliest 

ufaem'lia, n. (path.). Morbid condition of 
blood due to retention of urinary matter 
normally eliminated by kidneys. Hence 
~IC a. [f. Gk ouron urine +haima blood] 

urae'us, n. Serpent as head-dress of 
Egyptian divinities & kings, [mod. L f. 
Gk ouraios repr. the anc.-Egypt, wd for 
cobra] 

Ur'al-Alta'ic (ural-fil-), a. Of (the people 
of) the Ural & Altaic mountain ranges; 
(philol.) of a family of Finnic, Mongolian, 
& other agglutinative languages of N. 
Europe & Asia. 

Uran'ia (ur-), n. The muse 1 of astronomy. 
[L, f. Gk ouranos heaven] 

uranian. See Venus. 
uran'ium, n. Radio-active white metallic 
element, the heaviest of the elements 
occurring in nature, used as a source of 
atomic energy & (in the isotope U 235) 
in atomic bombs. Hence uran'ic, ur'an- 
ous, aa. [f. uranus+-ium] 

uran|o-, comb, form of Gk ouranos heaven, 
as: ~6g'raphy, descriptive astronomy, so 

ograph’ic(al) a&.,~dg'raphisln. ;~dl'ogy, 
astronomy; ~6m'etry, measurement of 

stellar distances, map showing positions 
and magnitudes of stars. 

Ur'anus (ur-; or uran4), n. (Gk myth.) 
son of Ge (Earth) & father of Cronus 
(Saturn), the Titans, etc.; planet dis¬ 
covered by Herschel in 1781, outermost 
of solar system except Neptune & Pluto. 
[L, f. Gk ouranos heaven, Uranus] 

utb'an, a.. Of, living or situated in, a city 
or town, as~ districts, population. Hence 

‘ 'IZF, (3) v.t., render ~, remove the rural 
character of (a district), ~Iza'tion n. [f. 
U urbanus (vrbs urbis city, see -an)] 

urbane', a. Courteous, suave, elegant or 
refined in manner. Hcnce~tY2 adv. [f. F 
urhain or L urbanus (as prec.)] 

urban'ity, n. Courtesy, polished manners; 
I! (arch.) polished wit or humour, [f. F 
•Hi or L urbanitas (as prec., see -ty) ] 

ub'ceolate, a. (hot.). Pitcher-shaped, with 
large body & small mouth, [f. L urceolus 
dim. of urcevs pitcher +-ate2] 

urcli'in, n. I. Roguish or mischievous 
boy; boy, youngster. 2. (Usu. se«-~) = 
echinus; II (arch.) hedgehog, goblin. [ME 
var. of (now dial.) hurcheon f. ONF 
herichon, ult. f. L ericius hedgehog] 

Urdu (oor'doo), n. Hindustani. [Hind., 
lit. = camp (language), as originating be¬ 
tween Mohammedan conquerors & their 
subjects] 

-ure, suf. repr. (O)F -ure, L -lira in many 
E wds of F or L orig. Many are f. OF 
(figure), a few f. L (aperture), some f. E 
stems of Ij orig. (composure). Senses in 
E: (1) action or process, its result (en¬ 
closure, scripture), (2) function, state, 
rank, dignity, office (judicature, prefec¬ 
ture), (3) collective body of agents (legis¬ 
lature), (4) that by which the action is 
effected (closure, ligature). To this form 
various (O)F suit, have been assimilated 
in E, as in failure, leisure, pleasure, 
seizure, treasure, velwre. 

ur'ea, n. (chcm.). Soluble colourless 
crystalline compound contained esp. in 
urine of mammals, [latinized f. F uree f. 
Gk ouron urine] 

-uret, suf. (chetn.) of nn. & their deriva¬ 
tives indicating combination, now for 
the most part replaced by -IDE. [mod. L 
-uretum first applied to F wds in -ure] 

uret'er, n. Duct by which urine passes 
from kidney to bladder etc. Hence 
~it'is n. [f. Gk ourcter (oureo make 
water) ] 

ilreth'rla, n. Duct by which urine is dis¬ 
charged from bladder. Hence ~ai a., 
~it'is, —-ocele, ~ot'omy, nn. [LL, f. Gk 
ourethra (as prec.)] 

uret'ic, a. & n. = diuretic. 
urge, v.t., & n. 1. Drive forcibly, impel, 
hasten, cause to proceed with effort, as 
~eZ his horse forward, ~d him on, we 
our flight northwards', entreat or exhort 
earnestly or persistently, as ~ him to 
action, to take steps; advocate (measure 
etc.) pressingly; ply (person etc.) hard 
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with argument or entreaty; dwell per¬ 
sistently or emphatically upon, as in vain 

you ~ his youth, ~d the difficulty of getting 
supplies, argument was ~<Z in vain. 2. n. 
Impulsion, yearning, [f. L urgere press, 
drive ] 

ur'gent, a. Pressing, calling for imme¬ 
diate action or attention, as am in ~ 
need, the matter is ~, an ~ demand; im¬ 
portunate, earnest & persistent in 
demand, as was ~ with me for (or to 
disclose) further particulars. Hence ur'g- 

ency n., ~ly2 adv. [F (as urge, see 
-ENT)] 

ur'ic, a. Of urine; ~ acid (found in small 
quantities in healthy urine of man & 
quadrupeds, chief constituent in that of 
birds & reptiles), [f. F urique (urine, 

-ic) 3 
-urient, suf. f. L -urient-. part, stem of 
desiderative verbs, forming aa. with 
meaning ‘ desiring (to do something) ’, as 
ESURIENT. 

ur'im, n. ~ <(“• thhmm'nn, objects of un¬ 
known nature connected with breast¬ 
plate of high priest (Exod. xxviii. 80). 
[Heb. urim pi. of or light, tummim pi. of 
tom perfection] 

ur'inal, n. Fixed vessel or receptacle for 
use of persons requiring to pass urine; 
public or private place containing such 
receptacles; vessel used by invalid for 
passing water in bed; glass vessel for 
containing urine for inspection. [ME, f. 
OF f. LL urinal (URINE, -AL)] 

ur'inary, a. & n. 1. Of urine, as ~ organs, 

diseases. 2. n. Reservoir for urine as 
manure; (mil.) barrack building contain¬ 
ing several urinals, [f. med. L *urinarius 
(URINE, -ARY1)] 

ur'inlate, v.i. Pass urine. Hence ~a'tion 
n. (f. med. L urinare (as foil.), see -ate3] 

ur'in|e, n. Pale-yellow fluid secreted from 
the blood by the kidneys, stored in 
bladder, & discharged through urethra. 
So ~ous a. [ME, f. OF, f. L urina, cogn. 
w. Gk ouron, see -ine 3 ] 

urin|o-, comb, form of prec., as: ~6l'ogy, 
study of the urine; ~6m’cter, instrument 
showing specific gravity of urine, so 
~omet'ric a,, ~om'etry n.; ~ds'copy, 
inspection of urine, so ~oscdp’ic a. 

uln, n., & v.t. 1. Vase with foot & usu. 
with rounded body, esp. as anciently used 
for storing the ashes of the dead or as 
vessel or measure; (fig.) anything in 
which dead body or its remains a.re pre¬ 
served, e.g. grave; vase-shaped vessel 
with tap in which tea, coffee, etc., is kept 
hot, e.g-. by means of spirit-lamp ; ~- 
-flower, kinds of bulbous plant with ~- 
-shaped flower. Hence ~'ful n. 2. v.t. 

_Enclose in [ME, f. L urna] 
uro- \ comb, form of urino-, as iirol'ogy 
etc. 

uro-2, comb, form of Gk oura tail, in anat. 
terms. 

tJrs'a (di-), n. ~ Major, Minor, Great, 

Little, rear1 ;~ Major, (also) Dr Johnson. 
[L, = she-bear] 

urs'ine, a. Of, like, a bear. [f. L ursinus 

(ursus bear, see -ine1)] 
Urs'uline (dr-), a. & n. (Nun) of an order 
founded in 1537 for nursing the sick & 
teaching girls, [f. St Ursula -t- -inf, 1 ] 

urticar'ia, n. (path.). Nettle-rash. [f. L 
urtica nettle] 

urt'lclate, v.t. Sting like a nettle; whip 
(paralytic limb etc.) with nettles to re¬ 
store feeling. So —a'tion n. [f. med. L 
urticare (L urtica nettle) see -ate 3 ] 

urubu (db'rdbbdo), n. American black 
vulture. [Brazilian] 

ur'us, n. Kind of wild bull described by 
Caesar, = aurochs. [L, = Gk ouros, 

Gmc *urus, see aurochs] 
us (us, us), pi. obj. of i2 (abbr. ’s, as let's go; 

oecas. poet. & arch., = ourselves, as let’s 

get vs from the trails). [OE, OS its, ON 

oss, = OI1G, Goth, uns, cogn. w. L nos, 

Skr. ?i«,s] 
us'age (-Z-), n. Manner of using or treat¬ 
ing, treatment, as met with harsh ~, 
damaged by rough ~; habitual or custom¬ 
ary practice esp. as creating a right or 
obligation or standard, as sanctified by ~, 

an ancient ~, contrary to the ~ of the best 

writers, modern English ~ ; (law) habitual 
but not necessarily immemorial practice. 
[ME, f. OF usage f. L usus (as use2, see 
-AGE)] 

us'ance (-z-), n. (commerc.). Time 
allowed for payment of foreign bills of 
exchange, as the ~ on Indian bills is 4 

months, bill drawn at half or double 
[ME, f. OP' (as use2, see -ance)] 

use1 (us), n. I. Using, employment, appli¬ 
cation to a purpose, as should recommend 

the ~ of a file, taught him the ~ of the 
globes, put it to a good ~, is meant for ~ 
not ornament, is in daily ~, becomes easier 

with ~, worn <£• polished with ~, made ~ 
of (employed) a quibble, pray make ~ of 

my telephone. 2. Right or power of using, 
as stipulated for the ~ of the piano, lost the 

~ of his left arm. 3. Availability, utility, 
purpose for which thing can be used, as 
a blunt knife is of ~ for this work, a foot- 

rule will be found of (great) ~, it is (of) 
no ~ talking or to talk, what is the ~ of 

talking?, talking is no ~, find a ~ for 

banana-skins, I have no ~ for it. 4. Cus¬ 
tom, wont, familiarity, as long ~ has 

reconciled me to it, in such matters ~ is 

everything, according to his ~ in emergen¬ 

cies, ~ <£■ wont. 5. Ritual & liturgy of 
a church, diocese, etc., as .S'arum, Angli¬ 

can, Roman, ~. 6. (law). Benefit or profit 
of lands & tenements in the possession of 
another who holds them solely for the 
beneficiary. [ME, f. OF us f. L usus (as 
foil.)] 

use2 (uz), v.t. & i. 1. Employ for a purpose, 
handle as instrument, 'consume as 
material, exercise, put into operation, 
avail oneself of, as seldom ~ a knife, 
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should ~ oil for frying, we seem to ~ a 
great deal of butter, never ~ a dictionary, 
learn to ~ your hands, ~ your wits, must 
~ the services of an agent, shall ~ euer^/ 
means, must ~ j/our opportunities, ~ j/our 
discretion, should a.l least ~ some modera¬ 
tion, may I ~ j/owr name (quote you as 
authority, reference, etc.)?, do not fail 
to ~ (in argument, pleading, etc.) <Ai's 
damaging fact, has my absence to 
poison everyone against me. 2. Treat in 
specified manner, as lias ~rf me li/ce a 
dog, how did he ~ you?, ~d me ill, ill—d 
me. 3. (Now only in past, usu. prou. 
ust, esp. when followed immediately by 
<o) be accustomed, have as one’s constant 
or frequent practice, as I ~d to take the 
bus, does not come as often as he ~d (to), 
bell ~d always to ring at one, what ~d 
he (colloq. did he—) to say?, —d not (colloq. 
didn’t ~) to answer. 4. (Now only in p.p., 
pron. as last sense) accustomed, as am not 
—d to this sort of thing, to being called a 
liar, have become —d to a vegetarian diet. 
5. ~ up, consume the whole of (material 
etc.), find a use for (remaining material 
etc.), exhaust, wear out e.g. with over¬ 
work. Hence us'able a., us'er1 [-er1] 
n., (-z-). [ME, f. OF user f. Rom. ”usare 
frequent, of L uti us- use] 

ilse'ful (-sf-), a. Of use, serviceable, pro¬ 
ducing or able to produce good result, 
as ~ arts, ratchet-brace will be found ~, 
gave me some — hints, must make himself 
generally ~ (perform miscellaneous ser¬ 
vices) ; (si.) highly creditable or efficient, as 
pretty ~ performance, is pretty ~ at Greek 
iambics. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[-FUL] 

use'less (-si-), a. Serving no useful pur¬ 
pose, unavailing, as amass of— erudition, 
contents were rendered — by damp, protest 
is —; (si.) out of health or spirits, unfit 
for anything, as am feeling —. Hence 
~LY2 adv., ~NESS n. [-LESS] 

user1. See use2. 

us'er2 (-z-), n. (law). Continued use or 
enjoyment of a right etc.; right of ~, (1) 
right to use, (2) presumptive right arising 
from ~. [F user use2, or inferred f. NON- 

-USER] 

ush'er, n., & v.t. 1. Officer or servant 
acting as doorkeeper of a court etc., 
showing persons to seats in public hall 
etc., II or walking before person of rank, 
as (gentleman — of the) black 1 rod; || (now 
usu. derog.) under-teacher, assistant 
schoolmaster. Hence ~ette', ~SHIP, nn. 
2. v.t. Act as ~ to, precede (person) as ~, 
announce, show in etc., as was at length 
—ed (in)to his presence, stars in the dawn. 
[ME, f. AF usser, OF u(i)ssier, var. of 
huisier f. huis door f. pop. L ustium f. cl. 
L ostium, see -ary1, -er2] 

us'quebaugh (-aw), n. Whisky; Irish 
cordial made of brandy etc. [f. Ir. & Sc. 
Gael, visge bealha water of life, see 
WHISKY1] 

ustula'tion, n. Drying of moist substance 
to prepare it for pulverizing; burning of 
wine. [f. LL ustulatio f. L ustulare scorch 
f. urere ust- burn, -ation ] 

u'sual (-zhdb-), a. Such as commonly 
occurs, customary, habitual, as asked the 
— questions, with his — disregard of con¬ 
vention., the courtesy — ■with him, it is — 
to tip the waiter, came earlier than (was) 
~, have forgotten something as (is) ~ or 
(vulg. joc.) as per —; also abs., as may I 
havemy — (drink etc.). Hence~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [ME, f. OF usual, -el or LL 
vsualis (as use1, see -al)J 

usucap'tion (-z-), -cap'ion, n. (civil law). 
Acquisition of the title or right to property 
by uninterrupted & undisputed possession 
for prescribed term. [f. OF usucaption or 
med. L usucaptio f. L usucapio -onis f. 
usucapere acquire by prescription (usu by 
use 1+ca,pere capt- take)] 

us'ufruct (-■/.-), n., & v.t. Right of enjoy¬ 
ing the use & advantages of another’s 
property short of destruction or waste of 
its substance; (vb) hold in ~. [f. mod. L 
usufructus (cf. foil.) f. L usus fructus (usus 
USE 1 + fructus FRUIT) ] 

usufruc'tuary (-z-), a & n. Of, one who 
has, usufruct, [f. LL usufructuarius 
(prec., -ary1)] 

u'surer (-zhu-), n. One who lends money 
at exorbitant interest. [ME, f. AF 
usurer, OF -eor, f. LL usurarius n. (as 
usury see -er2)] 

usurp' (-z-), v.t. & i. Seize, assume, 
(throne, office, power, property, etc.) 
wrongfully; (rare) encroach (up)on. 
Hence or cogn. usurpA'TiON (-zer-), ~er‘, 
nn., ~lngLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF usurper f. 
L usurpare ] 

u'sury (-zhu-), n. Practice of lending 
money at exorbitant interest esp. at 
higher interest than is allowed by law, 
whence usur'Ious (-z-, -zh-) a., usur'i- 

ously2 adv., usur'iousNESS n.; such 
interest; (now usu. fig.) interest, as the 
service was repaid with ~. [ME, f. AF 
*usurie or med. L. usuria (-Y1), f. L usura 
(USE1, -URE)] 

ut1 (dbt), n. Key-note of a scale (now usu. 
do 3). [see gamut ] 

fit2, adv. Ut sup'ra, in’fra, as shown or 
stated above, below. [L] 

uten'sil, n. Instrument, implement, esp. 
one in domestic use, as kitchen, cooking-, 
~s. [f. OF utensile f. L utensUis 
usable ] 

ut'erine, a. Of the uterus; born of same 
mother but not same father (his ~ 
brother). [15th c., f. OF ulerin(e) or LL 
uterinus (foil., -ine1)] 

ut'er|us, n. (pi. ~£). The womb. Hence 
~lT'is_n. [L] 

utilitar'ian, a. & n. Of, consisting in, 
utility: (holder) of utilitarianism, [-arian] 

utilitar'lanism, n. Doctrine that actions 
are right because they are useful; doc¬ 
trine that greatest happiness of greatest 
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number should be sole end of public 
action. [-ISM] 

util'ity, n. Usefulness, profitableness; 
useful tiling; = public — pree.; 
(theatr., also '--man) actor of tlie small¬ 
est parts in plays; (attrib.) made or 
serving for ~, severely practical, (~ 
clothes, furniture). [ME, f. OF utilite f. 
L utilitafem (utilis useful f. uti use, see 
-ty) ] 

uf'iliz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Make use of, turn 
to account, use. Hence—able a., —a'tion 
n. [f. F utUiser f. It. utilizzare, see 
pree. ] 

iit'l pdsstdet'is, n. Principle that leaves 
belligerents in possession of what they 
have acquired. [L, = as you possess] 

ut'most, a. & n. !. Furthest, extreme, as 
the ~ limits', that is such in the highest 
degree, as showed the ~ reluctance. 2. n. 
One’s ~, all one can do. [OE ulemest, 
double superl. of ut out, cf. after¬ 
most ] 

UtSp'ia (u-), n. (Book published by Sir 
T. More in 1516 describing) imaginary 
island with perfect social & political 
system; ideally perfect place or state of 
things. [= nowhere, f. Gk ou not + topos 
place 1 

Utop'ian (u ), u-, a. & n. (Inhabitant) 
of Utopia; (characteristic of an) ardent 
but unpractical reformer etc., whence 
utop'ianiSM n. [-an] 

ut'ricle, n. Cell of animal or plant; small 
bag or cavity in the body, esp. one in the 
inner ear. Hence utric'ulAR1 a. [f. F 
utricule or L utriculus dim. of uter leather 
bag] 

utt'er1, a. Complete, total, unqualified, 
as ~ misery, saw the ~ absurdity of it, an 
~ denial; II ~ barrister (junior, addressing 
court from outside bar within which 
Q.C. pleads). Hence~LY2 adv.,—most a., 
'—ness n. [OE ulera, utlera, compar. adj. 
f. Ut OUT; Cf. OUTER] 

utt'er2, v.t. Emit audibly (cry, groan, 
sigh, etc.); express in spoken or written 
wds (one’s sentiments, a he, the truth, 
etc.); put (notes, base coin, etc.) into 
circulation. [ME utter f. OE ulor compar. 
of ut out; cf. OFris. utria, MLG uteren, 
MHG uzeren make known] 

utt'erance1, n. Uttering, expressing in 
words, as gave ~ to his rage; power of 
speech, as defective ~; spoken words, as 
his pulpit —s. [ME, f. pree. + -ance ] 

utt'erance2, n. (literary). Fight etc. to 
the ~ (bitter end). [ME, f. OF outrance 
(outrer surpass, as ultra-)] 

uv'ulia, n. (pi. ~oe). Pendent fleshy part 
of soft palate; similar processes in bladder 
& cerebellum. Hence ~ar1 a. [LL, dim. 
of L uva grape] 

uxdr'ious, a. Excessively fond of one’s 
wife. Hence ~ly2 adv., —ness n. [f. L 
uxorius (uxor wife) + -ous] 

Uz'bek, Uz'beg (h-), n. Member of a 
Turkish people in central Asia, [native] 

y 
V, v, (ve), letter (pi. Vs, V’s, Vees). V- 

-shaped thing, e.g. joint; (Roman numer¬ 
al) 5, as IV 4, VI 6, viii 8, viiii (now usu. 
ix) 9, xv 15, lv 55: V sign, made by 
hand with fingers clenched except the 
first and second outspread to form the 
letter V (for Victory). 

vac'ancy, n. Being vacant or empty or 
unoccupied; emptiness of mind, idleness, 
listlessness; unoccupied post, as has a ~ 
on his staff, in his warehouse, must fill 
the ~. [f. foil. + -ancY, or med. L vacantia ] 

vac'ant, a. Empty, not filled or occupied, 
as house is still ~, a ~ smoking-compart¬ 
ment, have no ~ space, will amuse your ~ 
hours, applied for a ~ post in the Treasury; 
not mentally active, not rationally occu¬ 
pied, empty-headed, thoughtless, listless, 
stupid, as his mind seems completely ~, 
received the news with a ~ stare, given up 
to ~ frivolities, whence ~LY2 adv. [ME, 
f. OF, or f. L vacare (as foil., see -ant)] 

vacate' (or va-), v.t. Go away from so as 
to leave empty or unoccupied, give up 
occupation or possession of, (military 
position, place, house, throne, office); 
annul (law, contract, etc.), [f. L vacare be 
empty (of. vacuous), see -ate3] 

vaca'tion (or va-), n. Vacating (of house, 
post, etc.); holiday, fixed period of cessa¬ 
tion from work, esp. in law-courts & uni¬ 
versities, as Christmas, Easter, Whitsun, 
long or summer, [ME, f. OF, or f. L 
vacatio (as pree., see -ation)] 

vac'cin|ate (-ks-), v.t. Inoculate with 
vaccine to procure immunity from small¬ 
pox or with modified virus of any disease 
in order to produce it in mild form & so 
prevent serious attack. Hence —a'tion 

(-ks-), —a'tioniST(2) (-ks-, -sho-), —atOR 
(-ks-), nn. [f. foil. + -ate3] 

vae'eine (-ks-), a. & n. 1. Of cows or 
cowpox or vaccination. 2. n. Virus of 
cowpox a.s used in vaccination (bovine, 
humanized, ~, got direct from cow, got 
from human subject), modified virus of 
any disease similarly used, whence 
vac'cinAL, vaccin'ic, (-ks-), aa. [f. L 
vaccinus a.; n. f. F vaccine (vacca cow, 
see -ine1)] 

vaccin'ia (-ks-), n. (med.). Cowpox, esp. 
inoculated, [mod. L, f. pree., -ia1] 

va'cill|ate, v.i. Move from side to side, 
oscillate, waver; fluctuate in opinion or 
resolution. Hence or oogn. ~atingLY2 

adv., '—a'tion n. [f. L vacillare, see 
-ate 3] 

vac'u|ole, n. (biol.). Minute cavity in 
organ etc. containing air, fluid, etc. 
Hence ~o1ar1, ~o1ate2(2), aa. [F, f. L 
vacuus empty] 

vac'uous, a,. Empty, void: unintelligent, 
expressionless, vacant, as a — stare, re¬ 
mark. Hence or cogn. vacu'iTY, ~ness, 
nn. [f. L vacuus + -ous] 
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vac'uum, n. (pi. -urns, -ua). 1. Space 
entirely devoid of matter, as nature 
abhors a ~ ; space, vessel, from which air 
has been almost exhausted by air-pump 
etc. (Guerickian, Torricellian, produced 
by air-pump, by mercury-pump as in 
mercurial barometer); (loosely) partial 
diminution of pressure below normal 
atmospheric pressure; (colloq.) ~ cleaner. 
2. ~ brake, continuous train-brake in 
which pressure is caused by exhaustion of 
air from bellows pulling brake-rod; ~ 
cleaner, apparatus for removing dust etc. 
by suction; ~ flask, with two walls 
separated by ~ jacket so that liquid in 
inner receptacle retains its temperature; 
•—gauge (for testing pressure consequent 
on production of ~); ~-tube, sealed glass 
tube with almost perfect ~ for observing 
passage of electric charge (see also ther¬ 

mion). [L, neut. of vacuus empty] 
vad'e-mec'um, n. Handbook or other 
thing carried constantly about the person 
(often in title of book). [L, = go with me ] 

vae vrtc'tis, int. Woe to the vanquished 
(expressing victor’s intention of exacting 
full fruits of victory). [L ] 

vag'abond, a., n., & v.i. 1. Having no 
fixed habitation, wandering; driven, 
drifting, to & fro; (of spider) not seden¬ 
tary. 2. n. Wanderer, vagrant, esp. idle 
& worthless one; (colloq.) scamp, rascal. 
3. v.i. (now colloq.). Wander about, 
play the ~. Hence ~age(2, 3), ~ism(2), 
nil., ~ishx a., ~ize(2) v.i. [ME, f. OF, 
or f. L vagabundus (vagari wander) ] 

vagar'y, n. Whimsical or extravagant 
notion; caprice; freak, [f. L vagari 
wander] 

vagin'a, n. Sheath, sheathlike covering, 
esp. (anat.) sexual passage in female 
from uterus to external orifice, whence 
vaginiT'is, vagindT'OMY, nn.; (hot.) 
sheath formed round stem by base of 
leaf. Hence va'ginAL, va'ginATE2, 
va'ginated, aa. [L] 

vag'rant, a. & n. 1. Wandering, roving, 
strolling, itinerant, as a ~ musician, in¬ 
dulging in ~ speculations. 2. n. Wanderer, 
idle rover, vagabond; (law) idle & dis¬ 
orderly person of any of threo grades 
liable to various terms of imprisonment. 
HeDce vag'rANCY n., ~ly2 adv. [ME 
vag(a)raunt, perh. alt. f. AF wakerant, by 
assoc, w. L vagari wander] 

vague (-g), a. Indistinct, not clearly ex¬ 
pressed or identified, of uncertain or ill- 
-defined meaning or character, as returned 
only a ~ answer, has some ~ idea of going 
to Canada, have not the ~st notion of his 
reasons, yield to ~ terrors, heard a ~ 
rumour to that effect. Hence ~'ly2 (-gl-) 
adv., '—'’ness (-gn-) n. [F, or f. L vagus 
wandering ] 

vail1,' v.t. & i. (arch., poet.). II Lower or 
doff (one’s plumes, pride, crown, etc.) 
esp. in token of submission; yield, give 
place, uncover as sign of respect etc. [f. 

OF valer, or aphetic f. obs. avale f. OF 
avaler (a val down, f. miVALE x) lower] 

II vail2, n. (arch.; usu. pi.). Gratuity, tip; 
present given for corrupt purpose. 
[ME, aphetic f. avail2] 

vain, a. 1. Unsubstantial, empty, trivial, 
as ~ boasts, ~ triumphs, distinctions; use¬ 
less, unavailing, followed by no good 
result, as in the ~ hope of dissuading him, 
all resistance was ~, to resist is it is ~ 
to resist; conceited, having too high an 
opinion of one’s beauty, ability, etc. 2. In 
~, to no purpose, as we protested in ~, 
it was in ~ that we protested; take 1 
person’s name in ~. 3. —glor'y, boastful¬ 
ness, excessive vanity, whence ~glor’ious 
a., ~glor'iously adv., ~glor'iousness n. 
Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. (rare). [ME, 
f. OF, f. L vanus empty, vain] 

vair, n. (her.). A fur represented by small 
shield-shaped figures alternately azure 
& argent. [ME, f. OF, f. L as various] 

Vaisya (vi'sva), n. (Member of) the third 
of the four great Hindu castes, comprising 
the merchants and agriculturists, cf. 
BRAHMIN, KSHATRIYA, SUPRA. [Skr. Vaisya 
peasant] 

val'ance, val'ence1, n. Kind of damask 
used for furniture; short curtain round 
frame or canopy of bedstead. Hence 
val'ancEP2 (-st) a. [ME, f. AF *valance 
f. valer = OF avaler descend, see vail1] 

vale1, n. Valley (now chiefly poet, or in 
names as F~ of the White Horse). [ME, f. 
OF val f. L vallis] 

val'e2, int. & n. Farewell. [L, imperat. of 
valere be well, be strong] 

valedic't|ion, n. (Words used in) bidding 
farewell. So ~oky a., (also, as ti., ♦fare¬ 
well oration delivered by senior scholar 
on graduation etc.), [f. L vale(dicere 
diet- say) bid farewell, see -ion ] 

valence1. See valance. 

val'ence2, n. (chem.). Combining or 
replacing power of an atom as compared 
with standard hydrogen atom, as hydro¬ 
gen, carbon, has a ~ of one, four. [f. LL 
valentia strength (as vale2, see -ence)] 

Valen'cia (-sha), n. Province of Spain; 
(usu. pi.) mixed fabric with wool weft and 
silk, cotton, or linen warp, usu. striped; 
(pi.) ~ almonds or raisins. 

Valenciennes' (-senz, & see Ap.), n. Rich 
kind of lace. [~, in France] 

val'encly, n. (chem.). Unit of combining 
capacity, ascarbonhas 4~ies;= valence2, 

[-ency] 

val'entine, n. St V~’s day, day on which 
St V~ was beheaded & on which birds 
were supposed to pair, Feb. 14; sweet¬ 
heart chosen on this; amatory or satirical 
letter or picture sent to person of opposite 
sex on St Y~’s day. [ME, f. OF -in, or L 
Valentinus, proper name] 

valer'ian, n. Kinds of plant, esp. common 
~, herb with pink or white flowers & 
rather unpleasant smell; root of .this 
used as mild stimulant etc., whence 
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val'erATEVS) n., vale'ric a., (chem.). 
[ME, f. OF valeriane f. med. L -ana] 

val'et (or -la), n., & v.t. 1. (Also ~ de 
chambre, pr. val'a de shahii'br) man- 
-servant who attends on man’s person; 
~ de place (val'a de plahs), courier esp. 
in France. 2. v.t. Act as~ to. [F, = OF 
valet, vaslet, rel. to vassal; cf. varlet] 

valetudinar'ian, a. & n. 1. Of infirm 
health; seeking to recover health ; unduly 
solicitous about health. 2. n. ~ person. 
Hence or cogn. ~ism n., valetud'inARY1 
a. & n. [f. L valetudinarius (valeludo 
-dinis health f. valere be well, see -tude 

& -ARIAN, -ARY1)] 

val'gus, n. Deformity involving outward 
bending of distal part of limb; knock - 
-kneed person. [L ] 

Valhall'a, n. (Norse myth.) palace in 
which souls of slain heroes feasted; 
building used as final resting-place of the 
illustrious, or containing their statues etc. 
[f. ON valhQll, hall of the slain (valr 
slain +hQll hall)] 

val'iant (-ya-), a. (Of person or conduct) 
brave, courageous. Hence ~ly2 adv. 
[ME, f. OF vaillant part, of valoir be 
worth f. L valere be strong] 

val'id, a. (Of reason, objection, argument, 
etc.) sound, defensible, well-grounded; 
(law) sound & sufficient, executed with 
proper formalities, as ~ contract, the 
marriage was held to be ~. Hence or cogn. 
valid'iTY n., ~ly2 adv. [£. F valide or L 
vcdid.us strong (as prec., see -id1)] 

val'id|ate, v.t. Make valid, ratify, con¬ 
firm. So ~A'TI0N n. [f. LL validare (as 
prec.), see -ate3; partly f. F valUler] 

valise' (-es), n. Kind of small portman¬ 
teau ; kitbag. [F, f. It. valigia corresp. to 
med. L valisia, of unkn. orig. ] 

val'kyr (-61), valky'ria, -ie, n. (Norse 
myth.; pi. -kyrs, -kyries). Each of Odin’s 
handmaidens who selected those destined 
to be slain in battle. Hence valky'riAN 
a. [f. ON valkyrja lit. chooser of slain 
(valr slain + -kyrja chooser cogn. w. 
kjosa CHOOSE)] 

vallec'ulja, n. (anat., hot.; pi. ~oe). 
Groove, furrow. Hence ~ar', ~ate2, aa. 
[LL, dim. of L vallis vale] 

vall'ey, n. (pi. ~s). Low area more or 
less enclosed by hills & usu. with stream 
flowing through it; any depression com¬ 
pared to this; ~ of the shadow of death, 
(period of) extreme affliction (Ps. xxiii. 
4); (archit.) internal angle formed by 
intersecting planes of roof. [ME, f. OF 
valee (as vale1, see -y4)] 

val(l)on'Ia, n. Acorn-cups of the ~ oak, 
used in tanning, dyeing, & making ink. 
[f. It. vallonla ult. f. Gk balanos acorn] 

vall'um, n. (Rom. ant.). Rampart. [L] 
val'oriz|e, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Raise or 
stabilize the value of (a commodity etc.) 
by government action. Hence ~a'tion n. 
[f. L valor worth+ -IZE (3)] 

val'our (-ler), n. (now chiefly poet., rhet.. 

or joc.). Personal courage esp. as shown 
in fighting, prowess. So val'orous a., 
val'orousLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF, f. LL 
valorem (valere be strong, see -or) ] 

raise (vahls), n. Waltz; ~ a deux-temps, 
waltz with two beats (instead of three) in 
a bar, each divided into three smaller 
beats. [F, f. G as waltz] 

val'uable, a. & n. 1. Of great value or 
price or worth, as ~ property, land, furni¬ 
ture, information, assistance; capable of 
valuation, as a service not ~ in money. 
2. n. (usu. in pi.). ~ thing(s), esp. small 
article(s) of personal property, as sent all 
her to the bank. [f. value + -able ] 

valua'tion, n. Estimation (esp. by pro¬ 
fessional valuer) of a thing’s worth, 
worth so estimated, price set on a thing, 
as ~ of land, disposed of at a low ~, sets 
too high a ~ on liis abilities. [ICth c., f. 
foil. Vb + -ATION] 

val'ue, n., & v.t. 1. Worth, desirability, 
utility, qualities on which these depend, 
as now learnt the ~ of fresh water, a friend, 
quinine, accuracy, regular exercise; worth 
as estimated, valuation, as sets a. high ~ 
on his time; commercial, economic, ex- 
change(able) ~, ~ in exchange, purchasing 
power, power of a commodity to pur¬ 
chase others, amount of (pop.) money or 
(pol. econ.) other commodities for which 
thing can be exchanged in open market; 
FACE1, SURRENDER, ~ ; Surplus ~, Surplus 
production of labour after subsistence of 
labourer & family; the equivalent of a 
thing, what represents or is represented 
by or may be substituted for a thing, as 
~ received (see bill4 of exchange), got 
good ~ for (sometliing well worth) his 
money, paid him the ~ of his lost property, 
the precise ~ (meaning) of a word, acute 
accent has not always the same ~, give the 
note (in music) its full time-~ (the full 
time indicated by it); (paint.) relation of 
one part of picture to others in respect 
of light & shade, as out of ~, too light 
or dark; amount, quantity, denoted by 
algebraical term or expression; (biol.) 
rank in classification. 2. v.t. Estimate the 
~ of, appraise (professionally, whence 
val'uER1 n., or otherwise), as should ~ 
the whole at £2000; have high or specified 
opinion of, attach importance to, prize, 
esteem, appreciate, pride oneself on, as 
~ sincerity (beyond, all things), a ~d friend, 
~s himself on his conversational powers, do 
not ~ that a brass farthing. [ME, f. OF, 
fem. p.p. of valoir be worth f. L valere be 
strong; vb f. n. ] 

val'ueless (-ul-), a. Worthless. Hence ~- 
NESS n. [-LESS] 

valve, n. Kinds of automatic or other 
device for controlling passage of liquid 
or gas or the like through pipe etc., as 
clack, rotary, screw, sliding, throttle, ~, 
key ~ (of organ, flute, etc.), SAFETY—, 
thermionic ~ ; (anat., zool.) membranous 
part of organ etc. allowing flow of blood 
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etc. in one direction & not in another, as 
~s of the heart, veins, pulmonary ~s, 
whence valvuliT'is [-UL-] n.; (conch.) 
eacli of two or more separable pieces of 
which shell consists, whole shell in one 
piece; (hot.) each of the segments into 
which a capsule dehisces, each half of 
an anther after its opening; (now rare) 
leaf of folding door. Hence or cogn. 
val'vAL (hot.), val'vAR1, val'vATE2 (anat., 
hot.), (-)valvED2 (-vd), ~'less (-vl-), 
ValvlF'EROUS, Val'viFORM, Val'vulAR1 
[-UI-], aa.,~'LET(-vl-), valvdT'OMY(med.), 
val'vuLE (anat., hot.), nn. [f. L valva leaf 
of folding door] 

vam'brace, n. (hist.). Armour for fore- 
-arm. [ME, f. AE vaunt-bras (avaunt 
before, see advance1, + bras arm f. L 
brachium) ] 

•vamose', -oos(e)', v.i. & t. (si.). Begone, 
decamp; decamp from (place), [f. Sp. 
vam.os let us go ] 

vamp S n., & v.i. & t. 1. Upper front part 
of boot or shoe; patch designed to make 
old thing look new; improvised accom¬ 
paniment. 2. vb. But new ~ to (boot, 
shoe); repair, furbish usu. up; make up 
(literary article etc.) out of odds & ends; 
improvise accompaniment to, improvise 
accompaniments. Hence ~'er 1 n. [ME, 
f. AF *vampe, *vanpe, = OF a-vanpie 
f. avan{i) before +pie foot] 

vamp2, n., & v.t. & i. (colloq.). 1. Adven¬ 
turess, woman who exploits men; un¬ 
scrupulous flirt. 2. vb. Allure, exploit; 
act as_~. [abbr. of foil.] 

vam'pire, n. Ghost or reanimated body 
(usu. of wizard, heretic, criminal, etc.) 
that leaves grave at night & sucks blood 
of sleeping persons; person who preys on 
others; = prec. n.; (in full ~ bat) kinds 
of bat, some of which suck blood of 
horses, cattle, & sleeping persons; (theatr.) 
small spring trap of two flaps used for 
sudden (dis)oppearances of one person. 
Hence vampi'ric a. [F, f. Magyar va.m- 
pir perh. of Turk, orig.] 

vam'pirlsm, n. Belief in existence of 
vampires; blood-sucking (lit. & fig.). 
[-ISM] 

vam'plate, n. (hist.). Iron plate protect¬ 
ing hand when lance was couched. [ME, 
f. AF vaunt- (as vambrace) -t-plate ] 

II van1, n., & v.t. (-nn-). 1. (Arch.) winnow¬ 
ing-machine; (arch., poet.) wing. 2. v.t. 
Test quality of (ore) by washing on shovel 
or by machine, whence ~n,ER1(l, 2) 
n.; (n.) such test. [ME, southern var. of 
fan ’, perh. partly f. OF van or L vannus] 

van2, n. Foremost division of army on 
the march or of fleet when sailing; front 
of army in line of battle; (fig.) leaders of 
a movement etc., as in the ~ of civilisa¬ 
tion. [abbr. of vanguard] 

van3, n., & v.t. (-nn-). Large usu. covered 
vehicle for conveying furniture or other 
goods; || railway carriage for luggage 
(luggage ~) or for use of guard (guard's 

~); (vb) convey in [abbr. of caravan, 
cf. bus, wig] 

vanad'ium, n. Hard grey metallic element 
used in small quantities for strengthening 
some steels. Hence van'adATE1^) n., 
vanad'ic, van'adous, aa., (chem.). [f. 
ON Vanadis name of the Scand. goddess 
Freyja, + -ium ] 

Van'dal, a. & n. (Member) of a Germanic 
people that ravaged Gaul, Spain, N. 
Africa, & Rome, destroying many books 
& works of art; (fig., also »~) wilful or 
ignorant destroyer of works of art etc., 
whence ~ism(2), v-, n. Hence Vandal'ic, 
v-, a. [f. LL Vandalus of Gmc orig.] 

Vandyke', n., a., & v.t. 1. (F~ ; prop. Van 
Dyck) Flemish painter d. 1041, picture 
by him; each of a scries of large points 
forming a border to lace, cloth, etc., (also 
F~ cape, collar) cape, collar, with ~s. 
2. adj. (usu. V~). In the style of dress, 
esp. with pointed borders, common in 
F~’s portraits; F~ (pointed) beard-, F~ 
brown, deep rich brown. 3. v.t. Cut (cloth 
etc.) in ~s. 

vane, n. Weathercock; similar device 
exposed to current of water etc. as in 
water-meter; (also dog-~) cone or other 
device used on shipboard as weathercock; 
blade of windmill, screw propeller, etc.; 
sight of surveying instruments, sight of 
quadrant etc. Hence vanED2 (-nd), ~- 
less, aa. [ME, southern var. of obs. fane 
f. OE fana, banner; cf. gonfalon] 

vang, n. (naut.). Eaclx of two guy-ropes 
running from end of gaff to deck. [f. Du. 
vang in vanglijn painter; earlier fang] 

van'guard (-gard), n. Foremost part of 
army etc.; (fig.) leaders of an intellectual 
etc. movement, [f. OF avan(t)garde(avant 
before), see advance1, guard, ward] 

vanill'ia, n. Kinds of tall orchid with 
fragrant flowers; (also ~a-bcan) fruit of 
this; extract obtained from ~a-bean & 
used for flavouring ices, chocolate, etc. 
Hence ~ate1(3) n., ~ic a,, (chem.). [f. 
Sp. vainilla pod dim. of vaina sheath, 
pod, f. L. VAGINA] 

vanill'ism, n. Eruptive itching skin- 
-disease common among workers in 
vanilla. [-ism(5)] 

van'ish, v.i.. & n. 1. Disappear suddenly; 
disappear gradually, fade away; pass 
away; cease to exist; (math.) become 
zero (~ing fraction, one that becomes 
zero for a particular value of the variable 
it contains); (perspect.) ~ing-point, 
point in which all parallel lines in same 
plane tend to meet, ~ing-line, that which 
represents the line at infinity in which 
given plane cuts all parallel planes; 
~ing cream, emollient that leaves no 
trace when rubbed into the skin. 2. n. 
(phonet.). Slight sound with which a 
principal sound ends (e.g. db, i, at end 
of 6, a). [ME; aphetic f. OF evanir 
EVANISH] 

van'ity, n. Futility, unsubstantiality, 
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unreality, emptiness, unsubstantial or un¬ 
real thing, as the — of worldly wealth, of 
political distinction, of human achieve¬ 
ments, these things are — or vanities, all is 
—, pomps <£* — of this wicked world, F— 
Fair, the world (allegorized in Pilgrim’s 
Progress) as a scene of —; empty pride, 
conceit, based on personal attainments 
or attractions or qualities (~ bag, case, 
carried on the person & containing small 
mirror, powder-puff, etc.); ostentatious 
display; (O.T.) heathen deity, as the 
vanities of the Gentiles. [ME, f. OF vanite, 
f. L vanitatem (as vain, see -ty)] 

van'quish, v.t. Conquer, overcome, (lit. 
& fig.; now chiefly rhet.). Hence ~able 

a., —er1 n. [ME venkus, -gvis, etc., f. OF 
vencus p.p., & -quis past tense of veintre 
f. L vincere; see -ish 2 ] 

va'ntage (vah-), n. = advantage (now 
chiefly in tennis use & in — -ground, coign 

of—). [ME, f. AF aphetic f. OF avantage 
ADVANTAGE] 

vap'id, a. Insipid, flat, as — beer, con¬ 
versation, moralizings. Hence vapId'lTY, 
—ness, nn., —ly2 adv. [f. L vapidiis] 

vap'or|ize, -ise (-iz), v.t. & i. Convert, be 
converted, into vapour. Hence or cogn. 
—aBlL'lTY, —Iza'tion, ~izer1(2), nn., 
—(iz)able aa. [-ize] 

vap'our (-per), n., & v.i. 1. Moisture in the 
air e.g. mist, (loosely) light cloudy sub¬ 
stance e.g. smoke, (phys.) gaseous 
form of a normally liquid or solid sub¬ 
stance (cf. gas), whenoe vaporii 'FRons, 
vaporiF'ic, vap'oriFORM, aa., vaporl- 
m'eter n.; (med.) kinds of remedial 
agent to be inhaled, as — of iodine; un¬ 
substantial thing, vain imagination; 
(arch.) empty boasting; II (rl., arch.) 
depression, spleen, hypochondria, whence 
-—ish1 (-per-) a., —IshNESS n.; ~ bath (also 
vaporAR'iUM n.), bath in ~ or steam, 
apparatus or apartment for this; —- 
-burner, apparatus for vaporizing a hydro¬ 
carbon for lighting or heating purposes; 
~-engine (driven by steam or other 
elastic fluid). Hence or cogn. vap'orosE1, 
vap'orous, —y2 (-per-), aa., vaporos'iTY, 
vap'orousNESs, nn., vap'orousLY2 adv. 
2. v.i. Emit — ; utter idle boasts or empty 
talk, whence —er1 (-per-) n. [ME, f. OF, 
or f. L vapor-, vb f. n. or L vaporare] 

vapula'tion, n. (rare). Flogging. So 
vap'ulatoRY a. [f. L vapulare be flogged 
+ -ATION] 

vaquer'o (-kar-), n. (pi. —s). Mex. or 
U.-S. herdsman. [Sp. (vacca cow, -ary1)] 

Varan'gian (-j-), n. Norse rover, esp. of 
those who ravaged Baltic coasts about 
9th c.; — guard, bodyguard of Byzantine 
emperors formed partly of ~s. [f. med. L 
Varangus f. ON V Fringe lit. confederate 
(vdrar oaths)] 

va'rec, n. Seaweed; kelp. [f. F varec, 
varech, of Scand. orig., cf. wreck] 

var'iable, a. & n. 1. That can be varied 
or adapted, as rod of— length, the pressure 

is ~, a word of — construction, — gear 
(designed to give varying speeds, e.g. 
slow advance & quick return); apt to 
vary, not constant, fickle, unsteady, as 
— wind, mood, temper, fortune-, (astron., 
of stars) periodically varying in bright¬ 
ness or magnitude; (math., of quantity) 
indeterminate, able to assume different 
numerical values; (bot., zool., of species) 
including individuals or groups that de¬ 
part from the type; (biol., of organism) 
tending to change in structure or fimetion. 
Hence variami/iTY, —ness, nn., var'iab- 
ly2 adv. 2. n. — thing esp. quantity; 
(naut.) shifting wind, (pi.) region between 
NE & SE trade-winds. [ME, f. OF, f. L 
variabilis (vary, -ble)] 

tvT'tTo UScftlo, n. Variant reading. [L] 
var'iance, n. Disagreement, difference of 
opinion, dispute, lack of harmony, as on 
that point we are at — (among ourselves), at 
— with the authorities, have had a slight — 
with him, this theory is at — with all that 
is known on the subject; (law-) discrepancy 
between pleadings & proof or between 
writ & declaration. [ME, f. OF, f. L 
variantia difference (as folk, see -ance)] 

var'iant, a. & n. 1. Differing in form or in 
details from the one named or considered, 
differing thus among themselves, as a — 
reading in some MSS., 40 — types of 
pigeon; variable, changing. 2. n. — form, 
spelling, type, reading, etc., as valet is a 
— of varlet, difficult to choose behveen these 
—s. [ME, f. OF (as vary, see-ant)] 

varia'tion, n. Varying, departure from a 
former or normal condition or action 
or amount or from a standard or type, 
extent of this, as is not liable to —, 
repeated —s of temperature, is subject to a 
— of several degrees, estimates the — in 
value at 20 per cent; (astron.) deviation of 
heavenly body from mean orbit or motion 
(periodic, secular, —, compensated in 
short, in very long, period); (of magnetic 
needle) = declination (---chart, with lines 
drawn through places that have same —); 
(biol.) structural or functional deviation 
from type; (alg.) (theory of) relation be¬ 
tween quantities that vary as each other; 
thing that varies from a type, as the 
scazon is a. — of or on the ordinary iambic 
trimeter, esp. (mus.) tune or theme 
repeated in a changed or elaborated 
form. Hence—al (-sho-) a. [ME, f. OF, or 
L varialio (vary, -atioN)] 

va'ricated, a. (conch.). Having varices. 
So varicA'TiON n. [f. varix, see -ate2(2)] 

varicell'|a, n. = chicken-pox. Hence 
—ar1, —oid, aa. [mod. L, irreg. dim. of 
VARIOLA ] 

va'ricocele, n. Tumour composed of 
varicose veins of spermatic cord, [as 
VARIX + -CELE ] 

var'icoloured (-ktilerd), a. Variegated in 
colour; of various or different colours, 
[f. L varius various-[-coloured] 

va'ricos|e, a. Of, affected with, designed 
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for cure of, varix, as ~e ulcer, vein, ban¬ 
dage, whence ~ed 1 (-st) a., varicos'iTY 
n.; = varicated. [f. L varicosus (varix, 
s_ee -ose1)] 

var'ieg|ate, v.t. Diversify in colour, mark 
with irregular patches of different colours 
(chiefly in p.p., esp. hot. of leaves partly 
pale from suppression of chlorophyll or 
of plants with such leaves, as ~ated 
geranium). Hence ~a'tion n. [f. L 
variegare f. varius various, see -ate3] 

vari'ety, n. 1. Being various, diversity, 
absence of monotony or uniformity, 
many-sidedness, as was struck by the ~ of 
his attainments, of his conversation, of the 
scene, London has for me the charm of 
cannot live without 2. Collection of 
different tilings, as turned over a ~ of silks, 
for a ~ of reasons; ~ entertainment or show 
or simply ~ (consisting of dances, songs, 
acrobatic feats, etc.), ~ theatre (for ~ 
shows etc.). 3. (Specimen, member, of a) 
class of things differing in some common 
qualities from the rest of a larger class to 
which they belong. 4. (biol.). Individual 
or group usually fertile with any other 
member of the species to which it belongs 
hut differing from the type in some 
qualities capable of perpetuation, sub¬ 
species, as climatic ~ (produced by 
climatic influences), geographical ~ (con¬ 
fined to given area), whence vari'etAX a., 
vari'etali.Y2 adv. [f. F varieii or L 
varietas (as various, see -TY)] 

var'iform, a. Having various forms. 
[-form] 

vari'ol|a, n. Smallpox. Hence ~ar1, 
variol'ic, ~ous, aa. [med. L, as various] 

varlola'tion, n. Inoculation with small¬ 
pox virus, [f. prec. +-ation] 

var'iiole, n. (zool., bot.). Shallow pit like 
smallpox mark. Hence ~o1ate 2, ~olated, 
aa. [f. med. L variola] 

var'iol|Ite, n. Rock with concretionary 
structure causing on surface an appear¬ 
ance like smallpox pustules. Hence 
~it'ic a. [as prec. + -ITE1] 

var'ioloid, a. & n. 1. Like smallpox. 2. n. 
Mild form of smallpox esp. as modified by 
previous inoculation, [as prec. +-OLD] 

variom'eter, n. (electr.). Device for 
varying the inductance in an electric 
circuit, [as various + -meter ] 

varior'um, a. & n. 1. With notes of 
various commentators, as a ~ (edition of) 
Horace. 2. n. A ~ edition. [L, gen. pi. as 
various ; short for cum notis ~ ] 

var'ious, a. Different, diverse, as the 
modes of procedure were ~, types so ~ as to 
defy classification; separate, several, more 
than one, as came across ~ people, for ~ 
reasons. IIence~LY2 adv.,~NESSn. (rare), 
[f. L varius + -ous ] 

var'Ix, n. (pi. vd'riccs). (Path.) permanent 
abnormal dilatation of vein or other 
vessel, vein etc. thus dilated; (conch.) 
each of the ridges across the whorls of a 
univalve shell. [L ] 

varl'et, n. (Hist.) medieval page prepar¬ 
ing to be a squire; (arch., esp. joc.) 
menial, low fellow, rascal. [ME, f. OF 
var. of vaslet, see valet ] 

vatm'int, n. (vulg., joc.). Mischievous 
or discreditable person or animal; (hunt, 
si.) the fox. [var. of varmin, vermin] 

varn'ish, n., & v.t. 1. Kinds of resinous 
solution applied to wood, metal, etc., to 
give hard shiny transparent surface; 
glaze on pottery etc.; artificial or natural 
glossiness; superficial polish of maimer; 
favourable appearance given to miscon¬ 
duct etc., palliation, whitewash; ~-lree, 
kinds from which ~ is obtained. 2. v.t. 
Apply ~ to (wood, picture, etc., fig. 
character, person, action, account, or 
abs.); ~ing-day, day before exhibition of 
pictures on which exhibitors may retouch 
or ~ their pieturos already hung. [ME, 
f. OF vernis, of uukn. orig.; vb f. OF 
verniss{i)er f. vernis; see -isii2] 

II vdrs'al, a. (colloq., now rare). = univer¬ 
sal. [illit. abbr.] 

vais'ity, n. (colloq.). University (often 
attrib., as the~ boat), [colloq. abbr.] 

vatsovienne' (-vy8n), n. (Music for) dance 
resembling mazurka. [F, = (dance) of 
Warsaw (Varsovie)] 

var'us1, n. Deformity involving inward 
bending of distal part of limb; bandy- 
-legged person. [L, = bent] 

var'us2, n. = acne. [L, = pimple] 
var'ly, v.t. & i. Change, make different, 
modify, diversify, as can~y the (direction, 
amount, etc., of) pressure at will, seldom 
r~ies the routine, ~ies the treatment ac¬ 
cording to circumstances, never ~ies his 
style, style is not sufficiently ~ied, a ~ied 
scene; (mus.) make variations of (theme); 
suffer change, he(come) different in 
degree or quality, be of different kinds, 
as he, his mood, ~ies from day to day, 
climate ~ics, tried with ~ying success, 
~ies from the type, opinions ~y on this 
point; ~y (directly) as, ~y inversely as, 
increase, decrease, in proportion or corre¬ 
spondingly to the increase of, as attraction 
of bodies ~ies (directly) as their masses & 
inversely as the square of their distances, 
A ~ies as (symbol <x. ) B, A ~ies as B 
& C jointly (as their product). [ME, f. OF 
varier or L variare (as various)] 

vus, n. (anat.; pi. vds'a). Vessel, duct, 
as ~ deferens, excretory duct of testicle. 
Hence vus'al a., ~ec'tomy n. [L, = 
vessel ] 

vas'cular, a. Of, made up of, containing, 
vessels or ducts for conveying blood, sap, 
etc., as ~ functions, tissue, ~ (circulatory) 
system, ~ plants. Hence ~ity (-a'r-), 
~Iza'tion, nil., ~ize(3) v.t., ~ly2 adv. 
[f. mod. L vascularis f. vasculum + 
-ar1] 

vas'culose, n. & a. Chief substance of 
vessels of plants; (adj.) = prec. [foil., 
-GSE2*1] - 

vas'culum, m (pL -la)i. Botanist’s (usu. 



vase 

tin) collecting-case; (anat.) small vessel, 
penis. [L, dim. of vas] 

vase (vahz; arch, vawz, arch. <fr U.S. 
vas, -z), n. Vessel of baked clay or other 
material used for various purposes but 
primarily ornamental, as flower— ; large 
usu. sculptured vessel of marble etc. used 
to decorate gate-post etc.; —painting, 
decoration of ~s with pigments esp. 
among ancient Greeks, instance of tliis. 
Hence ~'ful n. [F, f. L vas] 

vas'eline, n. Unctuous substance got 
from petroleum & used in ointments etc. 
[P; irreg. f. G wasser water + Gk elaion 
oil + -INE3] 

vasi-, vaso-, comb, forms of vas, as: vas'i- 
form, tubular; vasoconstrictor, -dilat'or, 
-mot'or, aa. & nn., (nerve, drug) causing 
constriction, dilatation, either, of blood- 
-vessels; vasosen'sory, supplying sensa¬ 
tion to vessels. 

vass'al, n. (Hist.) holder of land by feudal 
tenure (great, rear, ~, holding directly 
from king, holding from great ~); (rhet.) 
slave, humble dependant. [ME, f. OF, 
f. med. L vassaZlus, of Celt, orig., the 
simplex vassus corresp. to OBreton uuas, 
W gwas, Ir. foss; cf. vavasour] 

vass'al|age, n. (Hist.) condition, obli¬ 
gations, service, of a vassal; servitude, 
dependence; fief; (rare; also ~ry n.) 
vassals collectively. [ME, f. OF vassal- 
(l)age (prec., see -age)] 

vast (vah-), a. &n. 1. Immense, huge, very 
great, as a ~ expanse of water, ~ plains, 
shook his ~ frame, a ~ multitude, scheme; 
(colloq.) gave him ~ satisfaction, makes a 
~ difference. Hence ~'ly2 adv. (esp. 
colloq.), ~'ness n. 2. n. (poet., rhet.). 
~ space, as the ~ of ocean, of heaven, [f. 
L vastus void, immense, or F vaste] 

vat, n., & v.t. (-tt-). 1. Large tub, cistern, 
or other vessel, esp. for holding liquids or 
holding something in liquid in process 
of manufacture, as fermenting, tan, -~, 
whence ~'ful n. 2. v.t. Place, treat, in~. 
[ME; southern var. of fal, OE feet, OS, 
ON fat, OHG faz, f. Gmc *fatam con¬ 
tainer] 

Vat'ican, n. Palace & official residence 
of Pope on ~ lull in Rome; (fig.) papal 
government; ~ Council, oecumenical 
council held 1869-70 & proclaiming in¬ 
fallibility of Pope when speaking ex 
cathedra, whence ~ism(3), ~ist(2), nn. 
[f. L Vaticanus ~ hill] 

vati'einiate, v.t. Prophesy (often abs.). 
So ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. [f. L vaticinari 
(votes prophet + canere sing), -ate3] 

vaude'vill|e (vodv-), n. || Slight dramatic 
music-hall sketch interspersed with songs 
& dances; variety entertainment; French 
popular e.g. topical song with refrain; 
(hist.) convivial song esp. any of those 
composed by O. Basselin, poet born at 
Vau de Vire in Normandy, d. 1418. Hence 
~ist(3) n. [F, f. Vau de Vire Valley of the 
Vire] 

Vedanta 

Vaudois1 (vodwah'), a. & n. (pi. same). 
(Inhabitants, dialect) of Vaud in Switzer¬ 
land. [F (Vaud + -ois -ESE) ] 

Vaudois2 (vodwah'), a. & n. (pi. same). 
(Member) of the Waldenses. [F, repr. 
med. L Valdensis, see waldenses] 

vaudoo. See voodoo. 

vault1, n., & v.t. 1. (Archit.) arched roof, 
continuous arch, set or series of arches 
whose joints radiate from central point or 
line; ~like covering, as the ~ of heaven; 
arched apartment; arched or other cellar 
or subterranean chamber as place of 
storage (wine-— etc.), of interment be¬ 
neath church or in cemetery (family ~), 
etc.; (anat.) arched roof of a cavity. 2. 
v.t. Make in form of, furnish with, ~ or 
~s (esp. in p.p.). Hence ~'ing1(6) n. 
[ME, f. OF voute, vaulte, f. Rom. *volvita 
fem. p.p. of L volvere roll] 

vault2, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Leap, spring, esp. 
while resting on the hand(s) or with help 
of pole, as ~ over the gate, from the saddle, 
upon a horse; spring over (gate etc.) thus; 
~ing-horsc, wooden horse for practice in 
~ing. Hence ~'er‘ n. 2. n. Leap so 
performed, [app. f. OF volter leap, w. 
assim. to prec. ] 

vaunt, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Boast, brag; 
boast of. 2. n. Boast. Hence or cogn. 
^'er1 n., ~'ingLY2 adv. [ME; vb f. OF 
vanter f. LL vanitare f. L vanus vain ; 
partly aphetic f. obs. avaunt f. OF a + 
vanter] 

vaunt-courier (-kdb-), n. = AVANT-couRiER. 

vav'asory, n. (hist.). Tenure, lands, of a 
vavasour, [f. OF vavasorie or med. L 
-oria (foil., -Y1] 

vav'asour (-<5r, -er, -oor), n. (hist.). Vassal 
holding of a great lord & having other 
vassals under him. [ME, f. OF vavas- 
(s)our or med. L vavassor, app. f. vassus 
vassorum vassal of vassals] 

’ve, colloq. abbr. of have appended to I, 
we, you, they, & who (I’ve etc.), 

veal, n. Flesh of calf as food, as ~ cutlet. 
Hence ~'y2 a., like ~, ’(colloq.) im¬ 
mature. [ME, f. OF veel (mod. veau) f. L 
vitellus dim. of vitulus calf] 

vec'tor, n., & v.t. 1. (In quaternions etc.) 
line conceived to have fixed length & 
direction but no fixed position, quantity 
determining position of one point in space 
relative to another (~ quantity, one that 
may be represented by a ~); carrier of 
disease or infection; radius ~. Hence 
vector'iAL a. 2. v.t. Direct (aircraft in 
flight) to desired point. [L, = carrier 
(vehere vect- convey, sec -or)] 

Ve'da (va-), n. (Also in pi.) ancient Hindu 
scriptures written in old form of Sanskrit 
(Rig, Sama, Yajur, Atharva, -~, four 
collections of hymns etc. composing the 
~). Hence Ve'dic(va-)a. [Skr.,lit. know¬ 
ledge ] 

Vedan'tla (va-), n. Hindu philosophy 
founded on the Veda. Hence ~ic a., 
~ist(3) n. [Skr. (veda+anta end)] 
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Vedd'a, n. Member of primitive race liv¬ 
ing in the Ceylon forests. [Sinhalese, = 
hunter] 

vedette', vi-, n. Mounted sentry placed 
in advance of an outpost. [F (ve-), f. It. 
vedetta] 

veer1, v.t. (naut.). Slacken, let out, (rope, 
cable, etc.); ~ cfb haul, tighten & slacken 
(rope etc.) alternately. [ME, f. MDu. 
vieren] 

veer2, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Change direction 
esp. (of wind, cf. back2) clockwise; (naut.) 
= wear3; (fig.) change one’s mind, turn 
round in opinion or conduct or language. 
Hence ~'IngLY2 adv. 2. n. Change of 
direction, shifting round, [f. F viver f. 
Rom. *virare, alt. f. gyrate gyrate] 

ve'ga1 (va-), n. Low moist tract in Spain 
or Cuba; Cuban tobacco-field. [Sp.] 

Veg'a2, n. The brightest star in the con¬ 
stellation Lyra. [Sp. or mod. L, f. Arab. 
udqi' falling] 

ve'getable, a. & n. 1. Of (the nature of), 
derived from, concerned with, compris¬ 
ing, plants, as ~ colic (caused by use 
of unripe fruit), ivory, jelly (= pectin), 

kingdom, marrow, naphtha, oyster ( = 

salsify), physiology, sponge1. Hence 
vegetamL'iTY n. 2. n. Plant, esp. herba¬ 
ceous plant or part of one used for food, 
e.g. cabbage, potato, turnip, bean, (freq. 
attrib., as ~ diet, soup). [ME adj. f. OF, 
or f. LL vegetabilis vivifying (as vegetate, 

see -ble); n.f. adj.] 
ve'get|al, a. & n. 1. Of (the nature of) 
plants, so ~o- comb, form; common to 
animals & plants, as the ~al functions 
(of growth, circulation, generation, etc.). 
2. n. Plant, vegetable. Hence ~al'lTY n. 
[f. med. L *vegetalis f. L vegetare vegetate 

-]- -alJ- 

vegetar'ian, n. One who abstains from 
the use of flesh, fish, and fowl as food, 
with or without the addition of eggs and 
dairy produce, and whose diet includes 
roots, leafy vegetables, cereals, seeds, 
fruit, and nuts; attrib., as ~ diet, prin¬ 
ciples. Hence ~ism n. [irreg. f. vegetable 

+ -ARIAN] 

ve'getat|e, v.i. Grow as plants do, fulfil 
vegetable functions; (fig.) live an idle or 
monotonous life. So ~rvE a., ~IveLY2 

adv., ~ivcness n. [f. L vegetare enliven 
(vegetusf. vegeremove, quicken), see -ate3] 

vegeta'tion, n. Vegetating (lit. & fig.): 
plants collectively, plant life, as luxuriant 
~, no sign of ~ for miles round; (path.) 
excrescence of surface of body. [f. med. 
L vegetatio growth (as prec., see -ation)] 

ve'hement (velm-), a. Showing or caused 
by strong feeling, impetuous, ardent, 
passionate, as o ~ desire, protest, man of 
~ character; acting with great force, vio¬ 
lent, as a ~ vrind, onset. Hence or cogn. 
ve'hemENCE (velm-) n., ~ly2 adv. [F, or 
f. L vehement-, nom. -ns] 

ve'hicle (vei-), n. Carriage, conveyance, 
of any kind used on land; liquid etc. used 

velitation 
as a medium for pigments, drugs, etc.; 
thing, person, used as a medium for 
thought or feeling or action, as used the 
pulpit, the press, as a ~ for his political 
opinions, will not be used as the ~ of your 
resentment. So vehic'ulAR1 a. [f. F 
vehicule or L vehiculum (vehcre carry, see 
-CULE)] 

vehmgericht (ffun'grrlyt), n. German 
system of irregular tribunals prevailing 
esp. in Westphalia in 14th & 15th cc. & 
trying the more serious crimes in secret 
night sessions; such tribunal. Hence 
veh'mic (fam-) a. [G, also /-, f. feme 
punishment, tribunal, + gcricht judge¬ 
ment, law] 

veil (val), n., & v.t. 1. Piece of usu. more 
or less transparent material attached to 
woman’s bonnet or hat or otherwise form¬ 
ing part of head-dress, esp. one serving to 
conceal the face or as protection against 
suu, dust, etc., as raised, dropped, her ~ 
(so as to uncover, cover, face), took the ~, 
became nun ; curtain (the ~ of the temple; 
beyond the ~, in the unknown state of 
after death); (fig.) disguise, pretext, as 
under the ~ of religion; draw a ~ over, 
avoid discussing or calling attention to; 
scarf on pastoral staff; (bot., zool.) = 
velum ; slight huskiness of voice, natural 
or due to a cold etc. Hence ~'ing1(3) 
n., ~'less a. 2. v.t. Cover (one’s face, 
oneself, or abs. in same sense) with ~; 
(fig.) partly conceal, disguise, mask, as 
~cd resentment. [ME, f. AF veils (OF 
voile) f. L vela pi. of velum] 

vein (van), n., & v.t. 1. Each of the mem¬ 
branous tubes that convey blood to the 
heart (cf. artery ; pulmonary ~s, return¬ 
ing oxygenated blood from lungs to left 
side, systemic ~s, returning venous blood 
from all parts to right side); (pop.) any 
blood-vessel; (entom., bot.) rib of in¬ 
sect’s wing or of leaf; (geol., mining) 
fissure in rock filled with deposited mat¬ 
ter (~'stone, = gangue); streak, stripe, 
of different colour in wood, marble, etc.; 
distinctive character or tendency, cast of 
mind or disposition, mood, as was of an 
imaginative ~, said in a humorous ~, 
other remarks in the same ~, am in the ~ 
for high play, am not in (the) ~ just now. 
Hence ~'less, ~'like, ~'y2, aa., ~'let n. 
2. v.t. Fill or cover (as) with ~ or ~s (esp. 
in p.p.). Hence ~'age(1), ~'ing1(6), nn. 
(ME, f. OF veine f. L vena] 

velam'en (pi. -mina), viUini&n'tutn (pi. 
-ta), nn. Enveloping membrane esp. of 
brain. [L, f. velare (velum)] 

vel'ar, a. Of a veil or velum, as~ gutturals, 
sounds produced by aid of soft palate 
(e.g. gw, kw). [f. L velaris (velum, see 
-AR1)] 

veld (fClt), n. S.-Afr. open country neither 
cultivated nor true forest. [Du., = fielo] 

velita'tion, n. (arch.). Slight skirmish, 
controversy, [f. L velitalio (velilari skir¬ 
mish, as foil., see -ation)] 
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vel'ite, n. (Rom. ant.). Light-armed 
soldier, [f. L veles -His] 

velle'ity, n. Low degree of volition not 
prompting to action, [f. med. L vellcitas 
(L velle vb wish, see -ty)] 

vell'iclate, v.t. & i. (rare). Twitch. Hence 
or cogn. ~a'tion n., ~atiVE a. [f. L 
vellicare (vellere pluck), see -ate3] 

vell'um, n. Fine parchment orig. from 
skin of calf; manuscript written on this; 
~ -paper (imitating~). Hence~Y2a. [ME 
relym, -um f. OF velin (veel veal, -ine1)] 

velo'ce (-cha), adv. (urns.). With great 
rapidity. [It.] 

vel5'ciped|e, n. Kinds of light vehicle 
impelled by rider (now chiefly hist, of 
obs. types e.g. hobby). Hence ~ist(3) n. 
[f. F velocipede f. L velox -ocis swift+pes 
pedis foot] 

velo'city, n. Quickness, rate, of motion 
usu. of inanimate tilings, as uniform ~; 
(mech.) speed in a given direction; initial 
~, ~ of a body at starting, esp. (also 
muzzle ~) of projectile issuing from fire- 
-arm. Hence velociM'ETER n. [f. F vdlo- 
cite or L velocilas (as prec., -ty)] 

velours' (-oor), n. Kinds of plush used for 
hats etc. [F (OF -our, -ous), as velvet] 

vSloutine' (-doten), n. Kinds of corded 
fabric & of toilet-powder. [F] 

vel'um, n. (anat., bot., zool.; pi. -la). 
Kinds of membrane or membranous 
covering, esp. the soft palate. [L, = sail, 
curtain, covering, veil] 

vel'ure, n., & v.t. Velvet or similar fabric; 
velvet or other pad for smoothing silk 
hat; (vb) smooth with ~. [f. OF velour, 
see velours ] 

velut'inous, a. (bot., entom.). Velvety. 
[f. med. L as velvet +-ine1 +-ous] 

vel'veret, n. Bad hind of velvet, [irreg. 
dim. of foil. ] 

vel'vet, n. & a. 1. Closely woven fabric 
wholly (also silk ~) or partly (cotton ~) of 
silk with thick short pile on one side (terry 
~, with pile uncut); furry skin covering 
a growing antler; (transf.) profit, gain; 
on in an advantageous or prosperous 
position; ~ pile, fabric with pile like that 
of 2. adj. Of, soft as, ~ (often in names 
of animals & plants, as ~ ant, osier); ~ 
glove, outward gentleness cloaking in¬ 
flexibility (with an iron hand in a ~ glove); 
~ paw, of cat, fig. of cruelty etc. veiled 
under suave manner; ~ tread, soft. 
Hence ~ed2, ~y2, aa. [ME, f. med. L 
velvet(t)um, also vel(l)utum, ult. f. L villus 
shaggy hair] 

velveteen', n. Cotton fabric with pile like 
velvet; kind of velvet made of silk & 
cotton; || (pi., transf.) gamekeeper, [prec. 
+ -een -ine4] 

vel'veting, n. Velvet goods collectively; 
pile, nap, of velvet, [-ing1] 

ven'al, a. (Of person) that may be bought, 
ready to sell influence or services or -to 
sacrifice principles from sordid motive; 
(of conduct etc.) characteristic of ~ 

person. Hence or cogn. venal ity n., 
~ly2 adv. [f. L venalis (venum, sale, 
see -al)] 

vena'tion, n. Arrangement of veins on 
leaf, insect’s wing, etc. Hence ~al a. 
[f. L vena vein -i- -avion ] 

vend, v.t. Sell (now chiefly legal, whence 
or cogn. ~ee', ven'doR, nn.); offer (small 
wares) for sale, so (-)ven'dER1 n.; *~ing 
machine, slot ^machine. Hence or cogn. 
~1bil'ity n., '—'’ilue a., ~'ibLY2 adv. [f. 
F vendre or L vend ere sell ] 

ven'dace, n. Small & delicate flsli found 
in some British Sc Continental lakes, 
[app. f. OF vendese, -oise dace] 

Vende'an, a. & n. (Native) of Vendee, de¬ 
partment of W. France; (member) of ~ 
royalist party in 1793-5. [f. F Vendeen 
(Vendde, see -an)] 

vendett'a, n. Blood-feud in which family 
of injured or murdered man seeks ven¬ 
geance on offender or liis family; this 
practice as prevalent in Corsica etc. [It., 
f. L vindicla, see vindictive] 

veneer', v.t., & n. 1. Cover (wood, furni¬ 
ture, etc.) with thin coating of finer wood; 
cover (pottery etc.) with thin coat of 
finer substance; (fig.) disguise (character 
etc.) under superficial polish of manner 
etc. 2. n. Thin outer coating, ~ing (lit. 
& fig.); ~-moth, kinds whose colouring 
suggests ~. [later form of (obs.) fineer f. 
G furni(e)r, furni(e)ren f. F fournir fur¬ 
nish] 

ven'epunc'ture, n. (med.). Puncture of 
vein esp. with hypodermic needle to 
draw blood or for intravenous injection, 
[f. L vena vein + puncture] 

ven'er|able, a. Entitled to veneration on 
account of character, age, associations, 
etc., as ~able irricst, relics, beard, ruins, 
Bede (also in Ch. of Eng. as title of arch¬ 
deacons, abbr. Ven.; in R.-C. Ch. as title 
of one who has attained first of three 
degrees of sanctity but is not canonized). 
Hence~aBiL’iiY, ~ableNESS, nn.,~abLY2 
adv. [ME, f. OF, or L venerabilis (as 
foil., see -able)] 

ven'erat[e, v.t. Consider worthy of & re¬ 
gard with deep respect or warm appro¬ 
bation ; revere. So ~Oli n. [f. L venerari 
-ATE 3] 

venera'tion, n. Profound respect, rever¬ 
ence; (phren., often joc.) faculty of 
feeling reverence, as organ, bump, of ~. 
[ME, f. L veneratio (as prec., see-avion)] 

vener'e|al, a. Of sexual intercourse, as 
~aZ desire; ~al disease, communicated by 
sexual intercourse; ~oZ remedies (for ~al 
disease). Hence ~ol'ogist, ~ol'ogy, nn. 
[f. L Venereus of VENUS -f -ai, ] 

ven'ery \ n. (arch.). Hunting. [ME, f. OF 
venerie (vener hunt f. L venari, see -ep.y)] 

ven'ery2, n. (arch.). Sexual indulgence. 
[VENUS, -Y1] 

ven'esect, v.t. & i., venesec'tion, n. = 
phlebotomize,- phlebotomy, [vb f. n., f. 
mod. L venae sectio cutting of vein] 



Venetian 1443 ventro- 
Vene'tian (-shn), a. & n. 1. Of Venice; 
~ blind, window blind of slats of wood 
that may be turned so as to admit or 
exclude light; ~ carvel (of worsted, usu. 
with striped pattern); ~ (= french) chalk; 
~ (/lass, glassware made at or near 
Venice, (also Venice glass) cup of this said 
to be destroyed by contact with poison; 
~ lace, kind of point lace; ~ mast, spirally 
painted pole for use in street decorations; 
~ (solid artificial) pearl; ~ window (with 
three separate openings). 2. n. Nativo of 
Venice; (usu. r~) ~ blind, whence 
vene'tianED2 (-shn-) a., (pi.) kind of 
tape for holding slats of this. [ME, f. OF 
Venicien or med. L Venetianus f. Venetia 
Venice, see -an] 

ven'geance (-jnns), n. Punishment in¬ 
flicted, retribution exacted, for wrong to 
oneself or to person etc. whose cause one 
espouses, as will exact ample ~, took a 
bloody ~ on the murderer or for the murder 
of his children, you lay yourself open to 
his ~; with a ~, in a higher degree than 
was expected or desired, in the fullest 
sense of the word(s), & no mistake, as this 
is punctuality with a [ME, f. OF 
(venger avenge f. L as vindicate, see 
-ANCE)] 

venge'ful (-jf-), a. Disposed to revenge, 
vindictive. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[f. obs. venge vb (as prec.) 4--rut] 

ven'ial, a. (Of sin or fault) pardonable, 
excusable, not very wrong, (theol.) not 
mortal. Hence venial'iTY, ~ness, nn., 
~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF venial, -cl, or LL 
veniedis (venia pardon, see -al)] 

Vers'ice, n. (attrib.). ~ ( = Venetian) 

glass; ~ treacle, = tiierlac. 
ventr'e (fd'cl&s) (-sh-), n. (law). Writ 
directing sheriff to summon jury. [L, = 
make or cause to come] 

ven'ison (-nzon), n. Deer’s flesh as food. 
[ME, f. OF veneisun f. L venationem 
hunting (venari hunt, see -ation)] 

Ventt'e, n. (Musical setting of) Ps. xcv. 
[L, = Come ye, first word of psalm] 

ven'om, n. Poisonous fluid secreted by 
serpents, scorpions, etc., & introduced 
into system of victim by bite or sting; 
(flg.) malignity, virulence, of feeling or 
language or conduct. Hence or cogn. 
~ed2 (-md), ~ous, aa., ~ously2 adv., 
~ousness n. [ME, f. AF, OF venim, var. 
of venin f. Gallo-Rom. *venimen f. L 
venenum poison ] 

venos'ity, n. Excess of venous blood in 
organ etc.; deficient aeration of venous 
blood in lungs with afflux of venous blood 
into arteries, [as foil., see -osity] 

ven'ous, -ose, aa. (anat., zool., bot.). Of, 
full of, contained in, veins, as ~ (opp. to 
arterial) blood, ~ congestion, accumula¬ 
tion of ~ blood in organ etc. Hence 
ven'ousLY2 adv. [f. L venosus, or f. L 
vena + -ose *, -ous] 

vent1, n., Sc v.t. Sc i. 1. Hole or opening 
allowing passage out of or into confined 

space, e.g. touch-hole of gun, hole in top 
of barrel to admit air while liquid Is being 
drawn out, finger-hole in musical instru¬ 
ment (also ven'tAGE n.), flue of chimney; 
= ~-faucet; anus esp. of animals below 
mammals; (fig.) outlet, free passage, 
free play, as gave ~ to his indignation, 
impatience found a ~; || ~ing of otter 
etc. (see vb); ~-faucet, hollow gimlet 
for making ~ in cask etc.; ~-hole, ~; 
—peg, peg for stopping ~ of barrel, also 
= ~-faucet\ —plug, plug for ~ of gun, 
also = —peg (1st sense). Hence ~'less a. 
2. vb. Make~ in (gun, cask, etc.); give~ 
to, as ~ed his disgust in an epigram, with 
a snort, on the office-boy; || (of otter or 
beaver) come to surface for breath, [n. 
partly f. F vent f. L ventus wind, partly f. 
F event (/venter f. ex- / vent wind); vb 
f. n., & F venter] 

vent2, n. Slit in garment now esp. in back 
of coat; (obs.) = crenel. [ME, var. of 
fent f. OF fente f. L findere cleave] 

ven'ter, n. (Anat.) belly, also, protuber¬ 
ant or concave part of muscle or bone; 
(law) womb, mother, as a son by, the son 
of, another ~. [f. AF ventre, venter, or L 
venter paunch, womb ] 

ven'tiduct, n. (arohit.). Air-passage, esp. 
subterranean one. [f. L ventus wind + 
DUCT 1 

ven'til, n. Valve in musical instrument; 
shutter for regulating air in organ. 
[G, f. med. L ventile shutter f. L ventus 
wind ] 

ven'tiljatc, v.t. Cause air to circulate 
freely in (room etc.); purify by air, 
oxygenate, (blood); submit (question, 
subject, grievance, etc.) to public consi¬ 
deration & discussion. Hence or cogn. 
~a'tion, ~atOR (esp., appliance for~ating 
room), nn., ~ativE a. [f. L ventilare blow, 
winnow (ventus wind), see -ate3] 

ver/tral, a. & n. (zool., bot.). Of the 
venter; on the belly (opp. dorsal); ~ 
(fin), either of the abdominal fins. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [F, or f. L ventralis (venter, 

see -al) ] 
ventre n terre (see Ap.), adv. At full 
speed (lit. with belly to ground). [F] 

ven'tricle, n. (anat.). Any cavity of tbe 
body, hollow part or organ, as ~s of the 
brain, right, left, ~ (of the heart). Hence 
ventric'ulAR1, ventric'ulous, aa. [ME, 
f. L ventriculus dim. of venter] 

ven'tricose, -ous, aa. Having a protrud¬ 
ing belly; (bot.) distended, inflated, [f. 
VENTER + -IC -)- -OSE 1, -OUS] 

ventril'oqulism, n. Act, art, of speaking, 
or uttering sounds in such a manner that 
the voice appears to come from some 
other source than the speaker. So ~ist(1), 

~y1, nn., vSntrilo'quiAL, ~is'tic, ~ous, 
aa., ~ize(2) v.i. [all ult. f. LL ventrilo- 
quus ventriloquist (venter -f- loqui locut- 
speak)] 

ven'tro-, comb, form of venter, as 

r~dors’al, extending from belly to hack. 
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ven'ture, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Undertaking 
of a risk, risky undertaking, as declined 
the ~, ready for any ~; commercial 
speculation, as one lucky ~ made his 
fortune, failed in all his ~s; (arch.) thing 
at stake, property risked; at a ~, at 
random. 2. vb. Dare, not be afraid, 
make bold, as did not ~ to stop him, 1 ~ to 
differ from you; dare to make or advance 
or put forward, hazard, as would not ~ an 
opinion, a guess, a step; expose to risk, 
stake, as men who ~ their lives for the 
cause, v;ill ~ five shillings on it: (abs.) 
undertake risk; ~ (up)on, dare to engage 
in or grapple with or make, as shall ~ on 
a mild protest, will you ~ on a slice of 
cucumber? Hence ven'turER1 n., (esp. 
hist.) one who undertakes or shares in a 
trading ~. ~some (-chers-) a., ~someiv! 
adv., ~someNESS n. [aphetic f. adven¬ 

ture] 

ven'ue, n. (law). Country within which 
jury must be gathered & cause tried (orig. 
neighbourhood of crime etc.), as change 
the ~ (to avoid riot, prejudiced jury, 
etc.); statement in indictment etc. in¬ 
dicating this; (pop.) rendezvous. [F, = 
coming, f. venir come f. L venire ] 

Ven'us, n. (Rom. myth.) goddess of love; 
a planet 1; sexual love, amorous influences 
or desires, (uranian, pandemian, ~, 
spiritual, sensual, sex love); a beautiful 
woman; Mount of ~ (palmistry), base of 
thumb; ~’s basin, bath, common teazel; 
~’s comb, plant of parsley family with 
comblike fruit; ~’s fly-trap, herb with 
leaves that close on insects etc.; ~’s 
slipper, = lady’s-slipper. [L, gen. -eris] 

vera'cious (-sh-us), a. Speaking, disposed 
to speak, the truth; (of statement etc.) 
true, not (meant to be) false. Hence or 
cogn. ~ly2 adv., verA'ciXY n. [f. L verax 
(verus true, see -acious)] 

veran'da(h) (-da), n. Open portico or 
gallery along side of house with roof sup¬ 
ported on pillars, [f. Port, varanda] 

ve'ratrline, n. Poisonous compound from 
hellebore used esp. as local irritant in 
neuralgia & rheumatism. So ~ate1(3) 
n., verat'ric a. ~ize(5) v.t. [F (re-), f. L 
veratrum hellebore + -ine 6 ] 

v€rb, n. (gram.). Part of speech that pre¬ 
dicates, word whose function is predica¬ 
tion (e.g. italicized words in Time flies. 
Salt is good, You surprise me); copulative 
or substantive~, be; auxiliary, deponent, 

IMPERSONAL, (IN)TRANSITIVE, NEUTER, RE¬ 

FLEXIVE, ~. [ME, f. OF verbe or L verbum 
word, verb ] 

verb'al, a. & n. 1. Of, concerned with, 
words, as ~ distinctions, subtleties, critic- 
(ism), accuracy, inspiration ; (loosely) oral, 
not written, as a ~ cornmu7iication, con¬ 
tract, ~ evidence; (of translation) literal, 
word for wrord; ~ note (diplomacy), un¬ 
signed memorandum on matter that is 
not urgent but must not be overlooked; 
(gram.) of (the nature of) a verb, as ~ 

inflexions, used in all the ~ senses (of the 
verb), ~ noun, noun derived from verb & 
partly sharing its constructions (e.g. E 
nouns in -ing1). 2. n. ~ noun. Hence 
~LY2adv. [F, or f. LL verbalis (as prec., 
see -al)] 

vfirb'alisrR, n. Minute attention to words, 
verbal criticism, [-ism] 

verb'alist, n. Person concerned with 
words only, verbal critic. [-1ST] 

verb'alizje, -is|e (-iz), v.t. & i. Make 
(noun etc.) into a verb, so verb'iFY v.t.; 
be verbose. Hence ~a'tion n. [f. F 
vcrbaliser, or f. verbal + -ize ] 

verbat'im, adv. & a. Word for word, as 
copied it ~, a ~ reprint, [med. L (adv.), 
f. L verbum verb, cf. literatim ] 

verben'a, n. Kinds of plant of vervain 
family, as lemon(-scentcd)~. [L, = sacred 
bough of olive etc., vervain] 

vdrb'iage, n. Needless accumulation of 
words, verbosity. [F (as verb, see -age)] 

veib'icide, n. (joc.). Word-butcher(y). 
[as VERB +-CIDE] 

verbose', a. Using, containing, more 
words than are wanted, prolix. Hence 
~ly2 adv., ~ness, verbos'iTY, nn. [f. L 

verbosus (as verb, see -ose1)] 

verb'um (sift) sdpi&n'ti, sent. (abbr. verb. 
sap.). A word is enough to the wise. [L] 

verd'ant, a. (Of grass etc.) green, fresh- 
-coloured; (of field etc.) covered with ~ 
grass etc.; (of person) unsophisticated, 
raw, green. Hence verd'ANCY n., ~ly2 

adv. [f. verd- (as in verdure), perh. partly 
after L viridans -ant- green] 

verd-antique' (-ek), n. Ornamental usu. 
green building-stone formed chiefly of 
serpentine; green incrustation on ancient 
bronze, [older F = antique green] 

verd'erer, -or, n. (hist.). Judicial officer 
of royal forests. [AF verderer, f. verder 
(verd f. L viridis green) + -ER1, -or] 

vfird'ict, n. Decision of jury on issue of 
fact in civil or criminal cause, as brought 
in a ~ of not guilty, a ~ for the plaintiff, 
open ~ (reporting commission of crime 
hut not specifying criminal, also, open as 
between accident and suicide), partial ~ 
(finding person guilty of part of the 
charge), privy or sealed ~ (written ~ de¬ 
livered to clerk of court when court has 
adjourned during deliberation of jury), 
special ~ (stating facts as proved but 
leaving court to draw conclusion from 
them); decision, judgement, as the ~ of 
the public was in its favour, does not dis¬ 
pute your ~. [ME & AF verdit (= OF 
voirdit) f. ver, veir true+dit p.p. of dire 
say] _ 

verd'igrls (or -es), n. Green crystallized 
substance formed on copper by action of 
acetic acid & used in medicine & as pig¬ 
ment etc.; green rust on copper. [ME, f. 
AF, OF vert de Grece green of Greece] 

verd'Iter, n. Blue, green, ~, pigments got 
from copper nitrate, [f. OF vert de terre 
green of earth ] 
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verd'urle (-dyer), n. Greenness of vegeta¬ 
tion, green vegetation, whence ~ed2 

(-dyeni), ~eLESS, verd'urous, aa.; (fig.) 
freshness. [ME, f. OF, f. vert f. L viridis 
green + -ure ] 

verein (ferin'), n. Association of persons 
or parties, organized body. [G] 

Verey. Yar. of very2. 

verge l, n. Extreme edge, brink, border, 
(usu. fig.), as drew near to the very ~ of the 
stream, on the ~ of 70, destruction, betray¬ 
ing his secret; grass edging of flower-bed 
etc.; wand, rod, carried before bishop, 
dean, etc., as emblem of office; kinds of 
shaft or spindle in various mechanisms; 
(archit.) shaft of column, edge of tiles 
projecting over gable, <—board, = barge- 

-board; (hist.) area of jurisdiction of 
Marshalsea. [ME, f. OF, f. L virga 
rod] 

verge2, v.i. Incline downwards or in 
specified direction (the now verging sun; 
~ towards old aye, to a close); ~ on, border 
on, approach closely, as path ~s on the 
edge of a precipice, a solemnity verging on 
the tragic, [f. L vergere bend, incline] 

ver'ger, n. Official in a church who shows 
persons to their seats etc.; || officer 
who bears staff before bishop, (vice-) 
chancellor of university, etc. Hence 
~ship n. [15th c., prob. f. AF *verger f. 
verge verge 1, see -er2 ; cf. med. L virgarius 
rod-bearer] 

verid'ic|al, a. Truthful (usu. iron.); 
(psycli., spirit.; of visions etc.) coinciding 
with realities. Hence or cogn. -~alLY2 
adv., ~ous a. [f. L veridicus (verus true + 
dicere say) +-al] 

ve'ri|fy, v.t. Establish the truth of, exam¬ 
ine for this purpose, as must ~fy the state¬ 
ment, his figures, am now ~fying the 
items, ~fy your references; (of event, 
action, etc.) bear out, make good, fulfil, 
(prediction, promise); (law) append 
affidavit to (pleadings), support (state¬ 
ment) by proofs. Hence or cogn. ~fia- 
BtL'ITY, ~FICA'TION, ~flBR1, nn., ~flABLE 

a. [ME, f. OF verifier f. med. L veri- 
ficare (verus true, see -fy)] 

ve'rily, adv. (arch.). Really, truly, in 
very truth (freq. ~ ~). [ME, f. very1 

+ -ly2] 

verisimilitude, n. Air of being true, 
semblance of actuality, (the ~ of the tale; 
~ is not proof); a thing that seems true. 
So verisim'ilAR1 a. [f. obs. F, or L 
verisimilitude f. verisimilis probable (veri 
gen. of verus true + similis like), see 
-TUDE] 

ve'ritab|le, a. Real, rightly so called, as 
a ~Ze boon. Hence ~ly2 adv. [OF (as 
VERITY, See -ABLE)] 

ve'ritas, n. (Also bureau verilas) French 
ship register like Lloyd’s. [F (ye-), f. L as 
foil.] 

ve'ritly, n. Truth (of statement etc.); true 
statement; really existent thing, as these 
things, alas! are —ies; of a ~y (arch.), in 

vernacular 
truth, really. [ME, f. OF verile f. L 
veritalem (verus true, see -ty) ] 

vdr'juic|e (-00s), n. Acid liquor got from 
crab-apples, sour grapes, etc., & used in 
cooking. Hence ~ed2 (-st) a. [ME, f. OF 
vert jus (vert, see verdure, +jus juice)] 

vdrm'eil (-mil), n. Silver gilt; varnish 
used to give lustre to gilding; orange-red 
garnet; (poet.) vermilion. [ME, f. OF, see 
vermilion] 

v£rm'|i-, comb, form of L vermis worm, 

as: ~icide, drug that kills worms, so 

~ieid'al a.; ~iform, worm-shaped (~iform 
appendix), structurally allied to worms; 

~ifuge, drug that expels intestinal worms, 

so ~ if'vgal a.; ~igracle, moving like worm, 

wriggling along; ~lv'orous, feeding on 

worms. 

v^rm'ian, a. Of worms, wormlike. [f. L 
vermis worm + - an] 

vermicelli, n. Paste of same materials as 
macaroni made in slender threads. [It., 
pi. of vermicello dim. f. L vermis worm] 

vermic'ular, a. Like a worm in form or 
movements, as ~ (= VERMi/orra) appendix; 
of worm-eaten appearance; marked 
with close wavy lines, [f. med. L vermi- 
cularis (L vermiculus dim. of vermis worm, 
see -ar1)] 

vermic'ulate, a. = prec. (rare, usu. fig.), 
[f. L vermiculari be full of worms (prec.), 
-ATE2’3] 

vermicula'tion, n. Being eaten or in¬ 

fested by or converted into worms; 

vermicular marking; worm-eaten state, 

[f. L vermicvlatio (prec., -ation)] 

vermic'ulite, n. (min.). Any of a number 

of hydrous silicates, chiefly resulting from 

alterations of mica, [as vermiculate, 

-ite* (2)] 

vermil'ion (-yon), n., a., & v.t. 1. Cinna¬ 
bar; brilliant red pigment made by 
grinding this or artificially; (of) this 
colour. 2. v.t. Colour (as) with [ME, 
f. OF verm(e)illon (vermeil f. L vermiculus 
little worm (LL also ~ scarlet) dim. of 
vermes worm), see -oon)] 

v€rm'in, n. (usu. treated as pi.). Mam¬ 
mals & birds injurious to game, crops, 
etc., e.g. foxes, weasels, rats, mice, moles, 
owls, etc.; noxious insects, e.g. fleas, 
bugs, lice; parasitic worms or insects; 
(fig.) vile persons, as the~ that infest race- 
-courses. So ~ous a., ~ously2 adv. [ME, 
f. OF vermin, -ine f. Rom. *verminum, 
-ina f. L vermis worm] 

vdrm'inlate v.i. Breed vermin, become 
infested with parasites. So ~a'tion n. 
[f. L verminare (vermis worm), see -ate3] 

v£rm'(o)uth (-doth; or vaim'oot), n. 
White wine flavoured with wormwood; 
French, Italian, ~, dry, sweet, kind. [f. 
F vermout f. G wermuth wormwood] 

vernac'ular, a. & n. 1. (Of language, 
idiom, word) of one’s native country, 
native, indigenous, not of foreign origin 
or of learned formation. 2. n. The 
language or dialect of the country, as 
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Latin gave place to the ~. Hence ~ism(4), 
~ity (-a'r-), ~iza'tion, tm., ~ize(3) v.t., 
~ly2 adv. [f. L vernaculus native (verixa 
home-born slave, see -cule) +-AR1] 

vern'al, a. Of, appearing or occurring 
or done in, spring, as ~ breezes, flowers, 
equinox, migration, ~ (malarial) fever; ~ 
grass, sweet-scented grass grown among 
hay. Hence ~ly2 adv. [f. L vernalis 
(vernvs f. ver spring, see -al) ] 

verna'tion, n. (bot.). Arrangement of 
leaves (cf. aestivation) within leaf-bud. 
[f. L vernare bloom (as prec., see -ation)] 

Verner’s law. See law1. 
vern'fer, n. Small movable scale for ob¬ 
taining fractional parts of the subdivi¬ 
sions on fixed scale of barometer, sextant, 
etc. [F, f. P. V~, inventor, d. 1G37] 

ve'ronal, n. Sedative drug. [P] 
Veronese' (-z), a., & n. (pi. the same). 
(Inhabitant) of Verona, [-ese] 

veron'ica, n. 1. Kinds of herb or shrub 
with blue, purple, pink or white flowers. 
2. Cloth with respresentation of Christ’s 
face, esp. one miraculously so impressed 
after being used by St V~ to wipe sweat 
from Christ’s face. [F~, woman’s name] 

verruc'la (-rdo-), n. (path., zool., bot.; pi. 
~ae pr. -se). Wart, wartlike elevation. 
Hence or cogn. ~iform (-roo-), ve'rru- 
cose1 (-rdb-), Ve'rrucous (-rdb-), ~u1ose1 
(-roo-), aa. [L] 

vers'ant, n. Extent of land sloping in one 
direction, general slope of land. [F, f. L 
versare frequent, of verlerc vers- turn] 

v6rs'atile, a. Turning readily from one 
subject or occupation to another, capable 
of dealing with many subjects, as ~ 
author, genius, disposition, mind; capable 
of being moved or turned as on hinge, as 
~ spindle; (hot., zool.) moving freely 
about or up & down on a support, as ~ 
anther, head, antennae; changeable, in¬ 
constant. Hence or cogn. ~ly2 adv., 
vdrsatil'lTY n. [F, or f. L versatilis (as 
prec., see -atii.e)] 

vers tie society (vai dc sosiata'), n. 
society verse. [F] 

verse, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Metrical line con¬ 
taining definite number of feet, as quoted 
some ~s of the Iliad, had a good ~ here & 
there, cap2 ~s; group of definite number 
of ~s, stanza; metrical composition in 
general, particular type of this, as wrote 
pages of~, expressed in indifferent ~, what 
is not prose is ~, a prize for Latin ~, 
blank1, society, elegiac, iambic, trochaic, 
etc., ~; each of the short diyisions of 
chapter in Bible (chapter & ~); short 
sentence as part of liturgy ; solo part of 
anthem etc.; —monger(ing), maker, mak¬ 
ing, of bad ~s. Hence ~'let (-si-) n. 
2. vb. Express in ~, make ~s. [OE fers 
(OIIG, ON vers) f. L versus (vertere vers- 
turn); in ME reinforced by AF, OF vers] 

versed (-st), a, Experienced, skilled, 
proficient, (in subject, occupation, etc.); 
reversed-(now only in ~ sine), [f. L 

vertebrate 

versatus p.p. of versari be engaged in, see 

versant; trig, sense f. L versus p.p. as 

prec. ] 

vfirs'et, n. (mus.). Short prelude or inter¬ 
lude for organ. [F, dim. of vers verse] 

vSts'icle, n. Short verse, esp. of each 
series of short verses in liturgy said or 
sung alternately by minister & people. 
[ME, f. OF versicule or L vcrsicuhis (as 
verse, see -cule)] 

vers'icolour(ed) (-filerd), aa. Variegated; 
changing from one colour to another in 
different lights, [f. L versicolor (vertere 
vers- turn + color colour)] 

versic'ular, a. ~ division (into verses), 
[as VERSICLE + -ULAR ] 

v€rs'i|fy, v.t. & i. Turn (prose) into verse; 
express in verse; make verses. Hence or 
cogn. ~fica'tion, ~fiER1, nn. [ME, f. OF 
versifier f. L vcrsificare (as verse, see -fy)[ 

v£r'sion (-shn), n. 1. Book etc. translated 
into another language, as Authorized, 
Revised, (of the Bible, made 1604-11, 
1870-84; abbr. A.V., R.V.). 2. Piece of 
translation, esp. into foreign language, as 
school exercise. 3. Account of a matter 
from particular person’s point of view, as 
now let me have your own ~ of the affair. 
4. Turning of child awkwardly placed for 
delivery so that head or feet may be first 
presented. Hence ~al (-sho-) a. [F, or f. 
med. L versio (L vertere vers- turn, see 
-ION)] 

vers libre (varleb're), n. Versification or 
verses in which different metres are 
mingled, or prosodical restrictions disre¬ 
garded, or variable rhythm substituted 
for definite metre. Hence versli'brist 
(varle-) n., writer of [F] 

\€ts'o, n. (pi. ~s). Any left-hand page of 

hook (cf. recto) ; reverse of coin. [L, abl. 

p.p. as VERSE] 

verst, n. Russian measure of length, 
3^500 feet. [f. Russ, versta] 

ver s'us, prep. (abbr. v.). Against, as 
(law) Jones v. Smith, (crick, etc.) Surrey 
v. Kent. [L, = towards, against] 

vert1, n. (Law, hist.) all that bears 
green leaves in forest, right to cut this; 
(her.) the tincture green. [ME, f. OF, 
f. L viridis green] 

II v€rt2, n., & v.i. (colloq.). Convert or 
pervert; (vb) leave one Church for 
another, [short for convert n., per¬ 

vert n.] 

vert'ebr|a, n. (pi. ~ue). Each segment of 
backbone (false ~a, fixed, as os sacrum & 
coccyx in man, true ~a, movable; neither 
expression now used in human anat.). 
Hence ~al a., ~allY2 adv., ~o- comb, 
form. [L (vertere turn)] 

vert'ebrlate, a. & n. (Animal) having 
a spinal column or a notochord, esp. 
(member) of the division Verlebrdt'a, in¬ 
cluding mammals,, birds, reptiles, am¬ 
phibians, & fishes. Hence ~ated [-ate2] 

a. ff. L vertebratus jointe.d (as prec., see 
-ATE2)] 
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vertebra tion, n. Formation of, division 
into, vertebrae or similar segments. 
f-ATION] 

vert'ex, n. (pi. nsn. -ices). Highest point, 
top, apex; (anat.) crown of head; (geom.) 
each angular point of triangle, polygon, 
etc., ~ of an angle, meeting-point of lines 
that form it. [L, gen. -ids, = whirlpool, 
head, vertex, (vertere turn)] 

vert'ical, a. & n. 1. Of, at, the vertex or 
highest point; at the zenith; perpendicu¬ 
lar to plane of horizon; (anat.) of the 
crown of the head; ~ angles, each pair of 
opposite angles made by two intersecting 
lines; ~ (= azimuth-) circle;~/ins (dorsal, 
anal, & caudal); ~ plane, plane perpendi¬ 
cular to the horizon. Hence ~ity (-ah) n., 
'—'LY2 adv. 2. n. ~ line, plane, or circle; 
out of the ~, not [F, or f. LL verticalis 
(prec., see -At)] 

vdrt'icil, n. (bot., zool.). Whorl, set of 
parts radiating from axis. Hence verti- 
cIIIate2 a., verti'cillateLY2 adv. [f. L 
verticillus whorl of spindle, dim. of 
VERTEX] 

veht'igo (or verti-, -te-), n. (pi. ~s). Giddi¬ 
ness, dizziness, as subjective, objective, ~ 
(in which patient feels as if he, as if sur¬ 
rounding objects, were turning round), 
essential ~ (without apparent cause). 
Hence vertiginous a.., verti'ginoustY2 
adv., verti'ginousNESS n. [L, gen. 
•ginis, = whirling (vertere turn)] 

vertu. See virtu. 

verv'ain, n. Kinds of weedy plant with 
small blue, white, or purple flowers, for¬ 
merly believed to have various virtues & 
used as amulet etc. [ME, f. OF verveine 
f. L VERBENA] 

verve (varv), n. Enthusiasm, energy, 
vigour, in artistic or literary work. [F’j 

v£rv'6t, n. A small S.-Afr. monkey freq. 
carried by organ-grinders. [P'J 

ve'ry1, a. & adv. 1. Beal, true, genuine, 
that is such in the truest or fullest sense, 
as ~ God of ~ God, has shown himself a ~ 
knave, the veriest simpleton knou-s that, 
must consent from ~ shame, (somewhat 
arch. exc. in foil, uses); (with the, this, 
that, or possessive adj., emphasizing 
identity, coincidence, significance, or ex¬ 
treme degree) this is the ~ spot I found 
it on, speaking in this ~ room, the ~ fact 
of his presence is enough, you are the ~ 
man I am looking for, a needle is the ~ 
thing (for our purpose), come here this 
~ minute, grieves me to the ~ heart, the 
~ stones cry out, his ~ servants bully him., 
drank it to the ~ dregs; (with a) a ~ little 
more will do, give me only a ~ little. 2. adv. 
(Perh. orig. adj., with superl. adj. often 
abs., or with my etc. own) in the fullest 
sense, as drank it to the ~ last drop, the ~ 
last thing I expected, did the ~ best I could, 
did my ~ utmost, may keep it for your ~ 
own; (used with adw. & the positive of 
non-verbal adjj.; with partt. established 
as independent adj j., as a ~ dazzling eff ect. 

effect was ~ dazzling, a ~ trying time; with 
p.pp. in attrib. use applied to what is not 
the real object of the vbl action, as wore a 
~ pained, pleased, puzzled, troubled, vexed, 
annoyed, surprised, etc., expression, but 
not his expression was ~ pained etc.; & 
colloq. witii the same p.pp. in pred. use 
applied to the true object & fulfilling 
purely vbl function, as I was ~ pleased, 
surprised, annoyed, etc.; not otherwise 
need with vhs) in a high degree, as that is 
~ easily done, ~ often fails. ~ easy, not ~ 
much use, find ~ few instances, gives 
~ little trouble, but not ~ better etc. 3. 
~ well (or, more respectfully, ~ good), 
formula of consent or approval. [ME, f. 
OF verai, f. Gallo-Rom. *veraius, f. L 
verus true] 

Ve'ry2, n. (attrib.). ~ light (projected 
from ~ pistol for signalling or temporarily 
illuminating part of battlefield etc.). 
[S. W. ~, inventor (1877) J 

vesic'a, n. (anat., bot.). I. Bladder, cyst, 
sac, esp. (whence vcs'icocele, vesicoT- 
omy, nn.) urinary bladder. 2. ~ (piscis or 
pisdurn = fish’s or fishes’), the pointed 
oval (()) used as an aureole in medieval 
sculpture & painting. Hence ves'iCAL a., 
ves'ico-comb. form. [L] 

ves'iclate, v.t. Raise blisters on. Hence 
~ant(2), ~atoRY, aa. & nn., ~a'tion n. 
[f. mod. L vesicare (prec., -ate3)] 

ves'Icle, n. (anat., hot., geoh). Small 
bladder, cell, bubble, or hollow structure. 
Hence vesic'ulAR1, vesic'ulATE2, vesi- 
cuHf'erous, vesic'uliKORM, vesic'ulosE1. 
vesic'ulous, aa., vesiculA'TioN n., vesic- 
ulo- comb. form. [f. F vcsicule, or L 
vesicula dim. of vesica] 

ves'per, n. (F~) Venus as evening-star, 
(poet.) evening; (pi.) sixth of the seven 
canonical hours of the breviary, even1- 
song; ~(-bell), bell that calls to ~s; 
Sicilian V~s, massacre of French resi¬ 
dents in Sicily in 1282, begun at stroke of 
~-bell. [(1) f. L vesper; (2) f. F vespres 
(mod. vepres)] 

ves'pertlne, a. Of, done in, the evening; 
(bot., of flowers) opening, (zool.) flying, 
in the evening; (astrou.) descending to¬ 
wards horizon at sunset, [f. L vespertinus 
(vesper)] 

ves'piary, n. Nest of wasps, [irreg. f. L 
vespa wasp, after apiary ] 

ves'pine, a. Of wasps. So ves'piFORM a. 
[f. L vespa wasp + -ine 1 ] 

vess'el, n. 1. Hollow receptacle esp. for 
liquid, e.g. cask, cup, pot, bottle, dish. 
2. Ship, boat, esp. large one. 3. (Anat.) 
duct, canal, holding or conveying blood or 
other fluid, esp. blood-~; (bot.) chain of 
cells that have lost intervening partitions, 
duct. 4. (bibl. or alius, esp. joc.). Person 
viewed as recipient or exponent, as chosen 
~ (Acts ix. 15), weaker ~, woman (1 Pet. 
iii. 7), ~s of wrath (Rom. ix. 22). Hence 
~ful n. [ME, f. OF vessel, -elle, f. LL 
vascellum, (pi.) -ella, dim. of vas] 
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vest1, n. (Shop) waistcoat; (also under~) 
II knitted or woven, undergarment; piece, 
usu. V-shaped, on front of body of wo¬ 
man’s gown; (arch.) clothing, dress; 

pocket, (attrib. of small articles, esp. 
hand-cameras) of a size suitable for the 
pocket (as a. size of plate or film, 6 x 4-5 
cm.). Hence ~'ingx(3) n. [f. F f. It. veste 
f. L veslis garment] 

vest2, v.t. & i. Furnish (person with 
authority, powers, property, etc.); ~ 
(property, power) in (person), confer for¬ 
mally on him an immediate fixed right of 
present or future possession of it (~c<f 
rights, interests, estate, etc., possession of 
which is determinately fixed in a person 
& is subject to no contingency); (of 
property, right, etc.) ~ in (person), come 
to him; (poet.) clothe. [ME, f. OF vestir 
f. L veslire -it- clothe (as prec.)] 

ves'ta, n. (Rom. myth., F~) goddess of 
the hearth; (astron., K~) an asteroid; 
short wooden or (wax ~) wax match. 
[L, = Gk Hestia] 

ves'tal, a. & n. Of the goddess Vesta or 
the ~ virgins; ~ (virgin), virgin conse¬ 
crated to Vesta, vowed to chastity, & 
charged with care of sacred fire perpetu¬ 
ally burning on her altar, hence, woman 
of spotless chastity, esp. one who devotes 
her life to religion, nun. [ME, f. L 
Vestalis a. & n. (as prec., see -al)] 

ves'tiary, n. (rare or obs.), & a. A vestry, 
robing-room, or cloakroom ; (adj.) relating 
to clothes or dress. [ME, f. OF vestiarie, 
see VESTRY] 

ves'tibul|e, n. Ante-chamber, hall, lobby, 
next to outer door of house & from which 
doors open into various rooms; porch 
of church etc.; *~e (= corridor) train; 
(anat.) chamber or channel communicat¬ 
ing with others, esp. ~e of the ear, central 
cavity of labyrinth of internal ear. Hence 
vestib'ulAR1, vestib'ulATE2 (anat.), ~ed2 

(-Id), aa. [F, or f. L vestibulum] 
ves'tige, n. Footprint (now only fig.), 
track, trace, evidence, sign, as ~s of an 
earlier civilization, found no ~s of his 
presence-, (loosely, w. neg.) atom, particle, 
as without a ~ of clothing, has not a ~ of 
evidence for this assertion-, (biol.) part, 
organ, now degenerate & of little or no 
utility but ancestrally well developed. 
Hence vesti'giAL (esp. biol.), vesti'gi- 

ary1, aa. [F, f. L vestigium footstep) 
ves'titure, n. (zool.). Hair, scales, etc., 
covering a surface, [f. med. L vestitura 
f. L as VEST2, -URE] 

vest'ment, n. Garment, esp. official or 
state robe; any of the official garments of 
clergy, choristers, etc., worn during divine 
service, esp. chasuble; altar-cloth. [ME, 
f. OF vestement f. L vestimentum (as vest2, 

see -ment)] 

ves'try, n. Room, building, attached to 
church & in which vestments are kept & 
put on; chapel attached to non-liturgi- 
cal church Sc used for prayer meetings 

etc.; II (also common, general, ordinary, ~) 
ratepayers of a parish, (also select ~) 
representatives of these, assembled for 
dispatch of parochial business; II (room 
used for) meeting of either of these bodies; 
|| ~-clerk, officer chosen by ~ to keep 
parish accounts etc.; ~man, member of 
a [ME, f. AF *vest(e)rie (f. vest2 + 
-ery), repl. OF vestiarie, vestiaire, f. L 
vestiarium (vest1, -arium)] 

II ves'trydom, n. (Corrupt, inefficient) 
government by vestry, [-dom] 

ves'ture, n., & v.t. (poet., rhet.). 1. Gar¬ 
ments, dress, clothes; covering. 2. v.t. 
Clothe. [ME, f. OF f. med. L vesl(it)ura, 
as vest2, see -ure] 

II ves'turer (-cher-), n. Church official in 
charge of vestments; sub-treasurer of 
cathedral or church, [f. prec. + -er1] 

vesiiv'ian, a. & n. 1. (F~). Of Vesuvius; 
volcanic. 2. n. (Also ~ite 1 n.) brown or 
green mineral first found on Vesuvius, [f. 
L Vesuvius + -an ] 

vet, n., & v.t. (colloq.; -tt-). 1. = veteri¬ 
nary'. 2. v.t. Examine & pass fit, treat, 
(beast); (fig.) check & correct, [abbr.] 

vetch, n. Kinds of plant of pea family 
largely used, wild or cultivated, for for¬ 
age, esp. common ~, tare; kidneyperen¬ 
nial herb with red or yellow flowers. 
Hence ~'Y2 a. [ME, f. ONE veche f. L 
vicia] 

vetch'ling.n. Plant allied to vetch, [-ling1] 
vet'eran, n. & a. Person who has grown 
old in or had long experience of (esp. 
military) service or occupation, as Wel- 
lington’s ~s, a ~ golfer; *ex-service man; 
(adj.) of a~, composed of ~s, as—- service, 
troops. Hence ~ize(3) v.t. [F, or f. L 
veteranus a. & n. (vetus -eris old, see -an)] 

vet'erinary, a. & n. 1. Of, for, (the treat¬ 
ment of) diseases & injuries of domestic 
animals, as ~ surgeon, science, college. 
2. n. (abbr. vet). A ~ surgeon; also 
veterinar'iAN n. [f. L veterinarius f. 
veterinae cattle] 

vet'5, n. (pi. ~es), & v.t. 1. Constitutional 
right of sovereign, president, goY'ernor, 
upper house of legislature, etc., to reject 
a legislative enactment (suspensory ~, 
suspending but not necessarily preventing 
completion of measure), whence ~ist(2) 
n.; (official message conveying) such 
rejection; prohibition, as interposed his 
~, put a or his ~ on the proposal. 2. v.t. 
Exercise ~ against (bill etc.), forbid 
authoritatively. [L, = I forbid, w. ref. 
to its use by tribune of the people in 
nullifying measures ] 

vex, v.t. Anger by slight or petty annoy¬ 
ance, irritate, as this would ~ a saint, how 
—mg!, whence~,edLY2,~'ingLY2, adw.; 
(arch.) grieve, afflict; (poet., rhet.) put 
(sea etc.) into state of commotion; a~ed 
(much discussed) question. [ME, f. OF 
vexer f. L vexare ] 

vexa'tion, n. Vexing, being vexed; harass¬ 
ing by means of malicious or trivial liti- 
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gation; state of irritation or distress, as 
conceive my ~, in ~ of spirit; annoying or 
distressing tiling, as subjected to many ~s. 
Hence vexa'tious (-shus) a., vexa'tious- 
ly2 adv., vexa'tiousxESS n. [ME, f. OF, 
or f. L vexatio ] 

vexill'um, n. (pi. -ilia). (Rom. ant.) mili¬ 
tary standard esp. of maniple, body of 
troops under this; (bot., also vex'il n.) 
large upper petal of papilionaceous 
flower; web of a feather, whence vex'il- 
Iate2 a.; (eccl.) flag on or wound round 
bishop’s staff, processional banner or 
cross. Hence or cogn. vex'illAR(Y)1 aa. 
[L (vehere vect- carry)] 

vl'a, n. & prep. 1. Via Lac'tCa, Milky 
Way; ~ med'ia, mean between extremes 
(esp. of Anglican church as placed between 
Romanism & extreme Protestantism). 
2. prep. (Also via) by way of, through, as 
from Exeter to York~ London (also joe. of 
connected subjects etc.). [L, = way, road ] 

vi'able, a. (Of foetus or new-born child) 
capable of maintaining life; (of plant, 
animal, etc.) able to live or exist in 
particular climate etc., (of seed) able to 
germinate. So vianii/iTY n. [F (vie life 
f. L vita, see -able)] 

vi'aduct, n. Long bridgelike structure, 
esp. series of arches, for carrying road 
or railway over valley or dip in ground; 
such road or railway, [f. L via way, after 
AQUEDUCT] 

vi'al, n. Small (usu. cylindrical glass) 
vessel for holding liquid medicines etc.; 
Leyden ~ (= jar); pour out ~s of wrath, 
take vengeance (Rev. xv. 7), (colloq.) give 
vent to anger. Hence ~ful n. [ME, var. 
of fiol, flail, etc., see thial] 

viam'eter, n. = hodometer. [L via way 
+-METER] 

vi'and, n. (usu. in pi.). Article(s) of food, 
victual(s). [ME, f. OF viande food f. 
Rom. *vivanda for L vivenda, neut. pi. 
gerundive of L vivere live] 

viat'icum, n. (Rom. ant.) supplies or 
sum of money allowed to officer for 
journey on State service; provisions for 
journey; Eucharist as given to dying 
person; portable altar. [L (via way, see 
-ATIC) ; Cf. VOYAGE] 

vibrac'ul[um, n. (pi. ~a). Filamentous 
appendage of some polyzoa serving to 
bring food within reach by lashing move¬ 
ments. Hence ~ar 1 a. [mod. L as foil., 
see -cure] 

vib'rant, a. Vibrating; thrilling with 
something; (of sound) resonant, [f. L 
vibrare (foil.), -ant] 

vibrate', v.i. & t. Move to & fro like 
pendulum, oscillate; (of sound) throb (on 
car, in memory, etc.); (phys.) move un¬ 
ceasingly to & fro, esp. rapidly; thrill, 
quiver, (with passion etc.); cause to oscil¬ 
late ; (of pendulum) measure (seconds 
etc.) by vibrating. Hence vlb'ratrvE, 
vib'ratORY, aa. [f. L vibrare shake, 
swing, see -ate3] 

vib'ratile, a.. Capable of vibrating. Hence 
vibratil'iTY n. [-ile] 

vibra'tion, n. Vibrating, oscillation; 
(phys.) rapid motion to & fro esp. of 
the parts of a fluid or an elastic solid 
whose equilibrium has been disturbed 
(amplitude of ~, maximum departure of 
vibrating body from position of rest; 
forced, free, ~, whose period is, is not, 
modified by an outside force). Hence 
~al a., vibrat'iuNCLE n. dim. [f. L 
vibratio (as vibrate, see -ation)] 

vibra'to (vebrah-), n. Effect like tremolo 

in singing & playing stringed instruments. 
[It. J 

vibrat'or, n. Person, thing, that vibrates, 
esp. (electr., teleg.) kinds of vibrating 
reed, (mus.) reed in reed-organ, (print.) 
inking-roller with vibrating & rotary 
movements, (med.) electric or other in¬ 
strument used in massage, [-or] 

vibriss'ae, n. pi. Stiff coarse hair about 
mouth of most mammals & in nostrils of 
man; bristle-like feathers about mouth 
of some birds. [L (as vibrate)] 

vib'roscope, n. Instrument for observing 
vibrations, [-scope] 

viburn'um, n. Kinds of shrub of honey¬ 
suckle family. [L ] 

vic'ar, n. || Incumbent of a parish the 
tithes of which belong to chapter or 
religious house or layman (cf. rector) ; 
~ of Bray, systematic turncoat, w. ref. to 
17th-c. song; lay ~, cathedral officer 
singing some parts of service; II ~ choral, 
clerical or lay assistant in some (esp. 
musical) parts of cathedral service; || ~ 
general, (Ch. of Eng.) official assisting 
(arch)bishop in ecclesiastical causes etc. 
(usu. his chancellor), (R.-C. Cli.) bishop’s 
assistant in matters of jurisdiction etc.; 
(R.-C. Ch.) cardinal ~, Pope’s delegate 
acting as bishop of diocese of Rome, ~ 
apostolic, missionary or titular bishop 
(whence vicar'iATE 1(1) n.), ~ fo'rane, dig¬ 
nitary appointed by bishop to exercise 
limited local jurisdiction, F~ of (Jesus) 
Christ, Pope. Hence ~ship n. [ME, f. AF 
viker(e), OF vica.ire f. L vicarius substitute 
f. vixis (vice4, -ary1)] 

vlc'arage, n. Benefice, residence, of 

vicar, [-age] 

vicar'ial, a. Of, serving as, a vicar, [-al] 
vicar'ious, a. Deputed, delegated, as ~ 
authority; acting, done, for another, as ~ 
work, suffering, ~ sacrifice (of Christ in 
place of sinner). Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness 

n. [f. L as vicariws +-ous] 
vice ’, n. Evil esp. grossly immoral habit or 
conduct, (particular form of) depravity, 
serious fault, as has the ~ of gluttony, 
drunkenness is not among his~s,~is duly 
punished & virtue rewarded in fifth ad, has 
no redeeming ~ (to relieve overpowering 
rectitude); defect, blemish, (of character, 
literary style, etc.); fault, bad trick, in 
horse etc., as has no ~s, is free from ~, 
has one ~ ; (now rare) morbid state of 
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physical system, as inherited —s of consti¬ 
tution ; (F~) buffoon in a morality. [ME, 
f. OF, f. L ’Citium] 

vice2, ‘vise, n., & v.t. 1. Instrument with 
two jaws between which thing may be 
gripped usu. by operation of screw so as 
to leave the hands free for working upon 
it, as bench ~ (attached to carpenter’s 
or machinist’s bench), instantaneous-grip 

grips like a, 2. v.t. Secure (material 
to be worked upon, or fig.) in ~. |ME, 
= winding-stair, screw, f. OF vis f. L vitis 
vine] 

vice3, n. (colloq.). = Vic 'E-president etc. 
vi'ce4, prep. In the place of, as gazetted as 
captain ~ Captain Jones promoted. [L, 
abl. of *vix vicis change] 

vice-, pref. (= prec.) forming nn. w. sense 
‘person acting or qualified to act in place 
of or next in rank to w. their deriw., 
as: <■—ad'miral, admiral of third grade; 
—-ad'miralty, office of ~-admiral 
II (~-admiralty courts, tribunals with 
admiralty jurisdiction in British colonial 
possessions);—a'gent ;—chair’mat, (ship); 
|| -—cham'berlain (esp. deputy of lord 
chamberlain); —-cha.n'cellor, (uniw.) 
deputy chancellor discharging most 
administrative duties, (law, formerly) 
judge in chancery division of High Court 
of Justice, (R.-C. Ch.) cardinal at head of 
the branch of chancery in charge of bulls 
etc.; '—chan'cellarship; —-con'sul(ship); 
—-dean', subdean; — -go’vernor; —-king', 
= viceroy ; —pres' ident(ship), —pres'i- 
dency; —-prin’cipal; — -queen' (rare), 
woman acting as viceroy, viceroy’s wife; 
—re'gent; —'reine (-sran), viceroy’s wife; 
'-'She'riff; —trea' surer(ship); '-war'den. 

vicege'ren|t (-sj-; also -er-), a. & n. 
(Person) exercising delegated power, 
deputy, as regard the Pope as God’s V—t. 
Hence ~cy n. [f. med. L vicegerenl- 
nom. -ens (prec. +L gerere carry on, see 
-ENT)] 

vicenn'ial, a. Lasting, happening every, 
twenty years, [f. LL vicennium period of 
20 years (viginti 20 + annus year) + -al ] 

vice'roy (-sr-), n. Ruler exercising royal 
authority in colony, province, etc., as 
(hist.) V— of India.. Hence vicereg'AL, 
vfceroy'AL, aa., viceroy'alTY, ~ship, 

nn., (-sr-). [10th c., f. older F (vice- + roy 
king f. L regem nom. rex)} 

vi'ce r-firs'a, adv. or ellipt. sent. (The 
same is true, on the corresponding sup¬ 
position, etc.) with the order of terms 
changed, the other way round, as the man 
blames his wife <£■• — (she him), cat stole 
the dog’s dinner & — (he hers), calls black 
white ch ~ (white black). [L, (vice4, 
versa abl. fem. p.p. of vertere turn)] 

Vichy (water) (ve'she), n. A mineral 
water. [Vichy in France] 

vi'einage, n. Neighbourhood, surround¬ 
ing district; relation of neighbours. 
[ME, f. OF vise.na.ge w. assim. to the 
L source vieinus f. vicus (wick2)] 

vicin'ity, n. Surrounding district; near¬ 
ness in place (to); close relationship (to). 
[f. L vicinitas (as prec., see -tyjj 

vi'eious (-shits), a. Of the nature of vice, 
morally evil or injurious, as ~ tendencies, 
courses, life; addicted to vice, as ~ com¬ 
panions; (of horse etc.) having vices; 
(of language, reasoning, etc.) incorrect, 
faulty, unsound, corrupt, as a — style, 
a notoriously — manuscript, — circle 1; 
~ union (surg.), faulty joining of frac¬ 
tured ends of bone, resulting deformity; 
bad-tempered, spiteful, as ~ dog, mood, 
remarks. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness u. 

[ME, f. OF or f. L vitiosus (as vice1, see 
-ous)] 

viciss'itude, n. Change of circumstances 
esp. of fortune, as a life marked by —s; 
(arch., poet.) regular charge, alterna¬ 
tion. Hence vicissitud'inous a. [F, or 
f. L vicissitudo -dinis (as vice4, see -tude)] 

vic'tim, n. Living being sacrificed to a 
deity or in performance of religious rite; 
person, tiling, injured or destroyed in 
pursuit of an object, in gratification of a 
passion etc., or as result of event or cir¬ 
cumstance, as the —s of his relentless am¬ 
bition, fell a — to his own avarice, the —s of 
disease, of a railway accident; prey, dupe, 
as held the— in his talons, the numerous— s 
of the confidence trick, [f. L victima.} 

vic'timiz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Make (person 
etc.) the victim of a- swindle etc. or of one’s 
ambition, loquacity, etc.; make (striker 
etc.) suffer by dismissal or other excep¬ 
tional treatment. Hence ~a'tionn. [-ize] 

vic'tor, n. (rhet.). Conqueror in battle or 
contest (also attrib.. as ~ troops, sword). 
Hence vic'trESS1 u. [ME, f. AF vieto(u.)r 
or L victor (vincere vict- conquer, -or)] 

victor'ia, n. 1. Low light four-wheeled 
carriage with seat for two & raised driver’s 
seat & with falling top. 2. Kinds of 
gigantic water-lily. 3. Kinds of domestic 
pigeon. 4. V— Cross (abbr. V.C.), decora¬ 
tion awarded to members of the armed 
services for conspicuous act of bravery 
founded by Queen V~ in 1856. [L, “= 
victory (as prec., see -Yl) ] 

Victoh'ian, a. & n. Of, (person esp. 
author) living in, the reign of Queen 
Victoria (1837-1901); ~ Order (founded by 
Queen Victoria in 1S96 & conferred usu. 
for great service rendered to sovereign). 
[-AN 1 

victor'ious, a. Conquering, triumphant; 
marked by victory (~ day etc.). Hence 
~ly2 adv., <—’NESS n. [ME, f. AF f. L 
victoriosus (victoria, -ous) ] 

vic'tory, n. Defeat of enemy in battle or 
opponent in contest, as battle ended in a 
decisive —, fought hard for —, hero of many 
victories, (fig.) gained a or the — over his 
passions, Cadmean or pyrrhic2 ~, moral 

~ ; (V—), (statue of) goddess of ~ (winged 
etc. V—), [ME, f. AF viclorie, = OF 
victoire, f. L victoria, see -Y1] 

victual (vi'tl), n., & v.t. & i. (-11-). 1. (Usu. 
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pi.) food, provisions. 2. vb. Supply with 
~s, obtain stores, eat ~s. Hence ~less 

a. [ME, f. OF vitaile, -aille, f. LL 
victualia, neut. pi. of L victualis f. victus 
food, see -al; vb f. OF vitailler] 

victualler (vit'ler), n. One who furnishes 
victuals, || esp. licensed ~, innkeeper 
licensed to sell spirits etc.; ship employed 
to carry stores for other ships. [ME, f. 
OF vitaill(i)er (prec., -ok)] 

victualling (vlt'llng), n. In vbl senses; 
II ~-bill, custom-house warrant for ship¬ 
ment of bonded stores; || '—-note (nav.), 
order authorizing ship’s steward to victual 
a seaman; || —office (for supplying provi¬ 
sions to navy); || — -yard (adjoining dock¬ 
yard, for naval stores), [-ino1] 

vicu'gna, -u'fia, (-koonya), n. S.-Amer. 
mammal allied to llama & hunted for its 
flesh & wool; ~ wool (commerc.), mixture 
of wool & cotton, also wool of the ~. [Sp. 
f. Peruv.] 

vul'e (or -e), vb imperat. (abbr. v.). (In 
formal or joc. reference to passage in 
book etc.) see, as ~ supra, infra, see 
above, below, quodl—,—the press passim. 
[L, imperat. of videre] 

vldel'TcSt, adv. (abbr. viz, usu. spoken as 
namely). That is to say, in other words, 
namely, (usu. following words that 
promise or more or less clearly require 
explanation etc. as: under the following 
conditions, viz that etc.; a permanent 
board of three, viz, etc.; opp. to i.e., which 
explains or elaborates a statement). [L 
(videre licet one may see)] 

•vid'eo, a. & n. Of or used in the trans¬ 
mission or reception of television; (a.) 
television. [L, = I see] 

II vidette. See vedette. 

vid'lmus, n. (pi. —es). Inspection of 
accounts etc.; abstract of document etc. 
[L, = we have seen (videre)] 

vie, v.i. (vying). Strive for superiority, 
carry on rivalry, (with another in quality, 
in doing), [ult. aphetic f. F envier in¬ 
crease the stake, f. L invitare invite] 

Viennese' (-z), a. & n. (pi. same). (In¬ 
habitant) of Vienna. [-ESE] 

vl et arin'fs, adv. (law). With force & 
arms, with violence. [L] 

view (vu), n., & v.t. 1. Inspection by eye, 
survey, (of surroundings etc.); (law) in¬ 
spection by jury of place, property, etc., 
concerned in a case, or of dead body. 
2. Power of seeing, range of vision, as 
stood in full ~ of (visible to) the crowd, 
came in ~ of (where one could be seen 
from or see) the castle, passed from our — 
(sight); what is seen, scene, prospect, as 
a superb ~; picture etc. representing this. 
3. Mental survey, as take a general — of 
the subject; manner of considering a sub¬ 
ject, opinion, mental attitude, as takes a 
different his — is that ive are the aggres¬ 
sors, takes a favourable ~ of her conduct, 
holds extreme —s (in politics etc.). 4. In¬ 
tention, design, as will this meet your ~s?. 

cannot fall in with your ~s, cat has ~s 
upon the larder. 5. In — of, having 
regard to, considering, as in — of recent 
developments we do not think this step ad¬ 
visable, (vulg.) = with a — to (1); on —, 
open to inspection; with a ~ to, (1; also 
with the ~ of; vulg. with a ~ of) for tho 
purpose of, as a step towards, as with a — 
to extending (vulg. extend) <mr trade, with 
a ~ to further hostilities, (2) in the hope 
or on the chance of getting, with an eye 
to, as said this with a — to the vacant 
secretaryship, (3, vulg.) = in — of; to the 

openly, in public. 6. BlRD’s-eye ~; 
dissolving —s (see dissolve); have in ~, 
have as one’s object, also, bear (circum¬ 
stance) in mind in forming judgement 
etc.; point 1 of —; private ~ (of picturo 
etc. exhibition, open only to exhibitors’ 
friends, critics, etc.); —-finder, part of 
camera showing limits of picture; ~ 
halloo', huntsman’s shout on seeing fox 
break cover; —'point, point of ~, stand¬ 
point. 7. v.t. Survey with tho eyes; 
survey mentally, form mental impression 
or judgment of, as subject -may be —ed in 
different iva.ys, does not — the matter in the 
right light, he or the proposal -is —ed un¬ 
favourably. Hence ~able (vu'obl) a., 
~er1 (vu'er) n., (esp.) television watcher. 
[ME & AF vewe, viewe, OF veue p.p. as n. 
f. veoir sec f. L videre; vb f. n.[ 

view'16ss (vu-), a. (poet., rhet.). Invisible. 
[-LESS] 

view'ly (vu-), a. (colloq.). Given to odd or 
fanciful views, faddy. Hence ~iNESS n. 
[-Y*] 

vi'gil, n. Keeping awake during the time 
usually given to sleep, watchfulness, as 
keep — ; (usu. pi.) nocturnal devotions; 
eve of a festival, esp. eve that is a fast. 
[ME, f. OF vigile f. L vigilia (vigil awake) ] 

vi'gil|ance, n. Watchfulness, caution, 
circumspection, so ~ant a., ~antL Y2 ad v.; 
(med.) insomnia; —ance committee, self- 
-organized body for maintenance of 
order etc. in imperfectly organized com¬ 
munity. [F, or f. L vigilantia (vigilare 
watch, as prec., -anoe)] 

♦vigilan'te, n. Member of a vigilance 
committee. [Sp.] 

vignettle (venybt'), n., & v.t. 1. (Archit.) 
ornament of leaves & tendrils; flourishes 
rouud capital letter in MS.; engraved 
illustration, esp. on title-page of book, 
not enclosed in definite border; photo¬ 
graph or portrait showing only head & 
shoulders with background gradually 
shaded off; (fig.) character sketch. 2. v:t. 
Make portrait of (person) in ~e style, 
shade off (portrait) thus, whence ~'er2(2), 

~'ist, nn. [F, dim. as vine] 

vigors s'6, adv. (mug.). With vigour. [It.] 
vig'our (-ger), n. Active physical strength 
or energy; flourishing physical condition; 
healthy growth, vitality, vital force; 
mental strength of activity as shown 
in thought or speech ox literary style. 



viking . 1452 vin ordinaire 

forcibleness, trenchancy, animation. 
Hence or cogn. vig'orous, —less (ger-), 
aa.., vig'orousLY2 adv., vig'orousNESS n. 
[ME, f. OK, f. L vigorcm (vigere be lively, 
see -or)] 

vik'ing, n. Northern sea robber of 8th to 
10th c. Hence ~ism(2) n. [f. ON vikingr, 
perh. f. OE ivicing (wic camp, -ING3)] 

vila'yet (-lahyfit), n. Province of Turkey. 
[Turk., f. Arab, weldyet district] 

vile, a. Worthless; morally base, de¬ 
praved, shameful, abject, as the~ trade of 
an informer, sycophant’s ~ practices, the 
~st of mankind; (colloq.) abominably bad, 
as a ~ pen, ~ pastry. Honce~'LY2 adv., 
~'NESS n. [ME, f. OF (vil vile), f. L vilis] 

vil'i|fy, v.t. Defame, traduce, speak ill 
of; (rare) degrade, debase. Hence ~n- 
ca'tion, —-fiER1, nn. [ME, f. LL vilificare 
(prec., -fy)] 

vil'ipend, v.t. (literary). Treat contemp¬ 
tuously, disparage. [ME, f. OF vilipender 
or L vilijiendere (as vile + pendere weigh)] 

vill'a, n. Country residence; detached 
suburban house. Hence ~dom n., subur¬ 
ban society. [L & It. villa] 

vill'age, n. Assemblage of houses etc. 
larger than hamlet & smaller than town. 
[ME, f. OF, f. Rom. *villaticum neut. 
sing, as n. f. L -icus f. villa, see -age ] 

vill'ager, n. Inhabitant of a village (usu. 
implying rusticity). [-ER1 ] 

vill'ain (-an), n. & a. 1. Person guilty or 
capable of great wickedness, scoundrel, 
as has played the ~, plays the ~s in melo¬ 
dramas, (colloq., playful) you little etc. ~ 
(rascal); I! (arch.) rustic, boor; (hist., 
also villein a. & n.) feudal serf, tenant 
holding by menial services, so vill'a(i)n- 
AGE(-lan-), -e(i)nage (-lin-), n. 2. adj. Of, 
done by, a ~, as ~ services. [ME, f. OF 
vilein, vil(l)ain f. Rom. *villanus f. villa, 

see -an] 

vill'ainous (-lan-), a. Worthy of a villain, 
vile, wicked, so vill'ainir2 (-lan-) n.; 
(colloq.) abominably bad, as a ~ scrawl, 
style, hotel. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[ME; -ous] 

tftUanUlle', n. Form of (esp. French) poem 
of 19 lines on two rhymes. [F, f. It. 
villanella] 

vlll&ggiatur'a (-jntoora), n. Stay, retire¬ 
ment, in the country. [It.] 

vill'ein (-lin), a. & n. See villain. 

vill'lus, n. (pi. ~i). (Anat.) each of the 
short hairlike processes on some mem¬ 
branes esp. on mucous membrane of in¬ 
testine; (hot., pi.) long soft hair covering 
fruit, flower, etc. Hence or cogn. ~iF0RM, 
~oid, ~ose\ ~ous, aa., ~os'ity n. [L, 
= shaggy hair] 

vim, n. (colloq.). Vigour. [L, acc. of vis] 
vim'inal, a. (bot.). Of, producing, twigs 

or shoots. So vimin'EOUs a. [f. L vimi- 
nalis (vimen -minis osier) ] 

vi'na (ve-), n. Indian seven-stringed 
musical instrument with fretted finger- 
-board & a gourd at each end. [Hind. ] 

vina'ceous (-shits), a. Of wine or grapes; 
wine-red. [f. L vitiaceus (vinum wine, 
-ACEOUS)] 

vinaigrette' (-nig-), n. Bottle for holding 
aromatic vinegar etc., smelling-bottle. 
[F, dim. of vinaigre vinegar] 

vin'cible, a. (rare). Not invincible, [f. L 
vincibilis (sincere conquer, see -ble)] 

vin'culum, n. (pi. -la). (Alg.) line drawn 
over several terms to show that they have 
a common relation to what follows or 
precedes (e.g. a + b x c — ac + be, but 
a+b xc = a + be; a —b +c = a —b —c)', 
(print.) = brace1; (anat.) = fraenum. 
[L, = bond (vincire bind)] 

vin'diclate, v.t. Maintain the cause of 
(person, religion, etc.) successfully; estab¬ 
lish the existence or merits or justice of 
(one’s veracity, courage, conduct, charac¬ 
ter, assertion). Hence or cogn. ~aBiL'iTY, 
'-a'tion, ~atoR, ~atrESs1, nn., ~able, 
~ative, aa. [f. L vindicare lay claim to, 
see -ate3] 

vin'dicatory, a. Tending to vindicate; 
(of laws) punitive, [-ory] 

vindicative, a. Revengeful, given to re¬ 
venge ; ~ (or exemplary) damages (awarded 
as punishment to defendant). Hence 
~ly2 adv., '-—ness n. [f. L vindicla 
vengeance (vindicate) + -ive] 

vine, n. Climbing woody-stemmed plant 
whose fruit Is the grape (under one’s ~ <b 
FiaMree); any plant with slender stem 
that trails or climbs, as hop, melon, -~; 
— -borer, kinds of insect destroying ~; 
~-disease, due to phylloxera etc. Hence 
vin'Y2 a. [ME & OF vigne, vine, f. L 
vinca vineyard (vinum wine)] 

vin'egar, n., & v.t. 1. Acid liquid got from 
wine, cider, etc., by acetous fermentation 
& used as condiment or for pickling (fig., 
often attrib., as type of sourness, as a ~ 
countenance)-, aromatic ~ (holding cam¬ 
phor etc. in solution); loilel ~, aromatic 
~ used for mixing with wash ing-w'ater 
etc.; mother3 of ~; Bible, 1717 ed. 
with parable of the ~ (for vineyard) above 
Luke xx; ~-eel; plant, microscopic 
fungus producing fermentation. Hence 
—ish1, ~Y2, aa. 2. v.t. Apply ~ to, make 
sour like~(lit. & fig.). [ME, f. OF vinegre 
(vin wine f. L vinum +egre, see EAGER)] 

vln'ery, n. Vine greenliouse. [f. med. L 
vinarium or f. vine + -ery ] 

vine'yard (-ny-), n. Plantation of grape- 
- vines. [ME ; vine + yard ] 

vingt-et-un (see Ap.), n. Card game in 
which the object is to reach the number 
of 21 pips without exceeding it. [F, = 21] 

vlni-, comb, form of L vinum wine, as; 
~cul'ture, cultivation of vines, so ~cul- 
turist; vinlf'erovs, (of district) wine- 
-producing; ~ftcat'or, apparatus for col¬ 
lecting alcoholic vapours in wine-making, 

vinom'eter, n. Apparatus for measuring 
alcohol in w'iue. [f. L vinum. wine + 
-meter] 

vin ordinaire (see Ap.), n. Cheap (usu. 
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red) wine as drunk in France mixed with 
water. [F ] 

vin'ous, a. Of, like, due to, wine, as ~ 
flavour, fermentation, eloquence. So vinos1 
ity n. [f. L vinosus (vinum wine, see -ous)] 

llyint1, v.t. Make (wine), [f. vintaok] 

vint2, n. A Russian card-game. [Russ., 
= screw] 

vin'tage, n. Season of gathering grapes; 
(wine made from) season’s produce of 
grapes; ~ wines (of well-known ~s); 
(poet., rhet.) wine; (attrib.) of a past 
season, as a ~ motor-car. [alt. (after vint¬ 
ner) f. ME vendage, vindage f. OF vendange 
f. L vindemia] 

vin'tager, n. Grape-gatherer, [prec.,-er1] 
vint'ner, n. Wine-merchant, (alt. f. ME, 

AF vinter = OF vinelier f. L vinum wine] 
vi'ol, n. Medieval (usu. 0-)stringed musi¬ 

cal instrument, predecessor of violin etc. 
<treble, tenor, bass, ~); bass ~ (mod.), = 
violoncello. [ME viel f. OF viel(l)c, 
alt. f. viole (whence mod. E sp.) f. pop L 
*oitula f. L vitulari be joyful; see FIDDLE] 

viol'a1, n. 1. Kind of large violin, alto 
or tenor violin. 2. (hist.). = prec.; ~ da 
braccio, ~, (alto) violin ; ~ da gamba, bass 
viol. [It. & Sp., = F viole (prec.)] 

vi'ola2, n. Kinds of plant including pansy, 
esp. of single colour, & violet. [L, = 
violet] 

viola'ceous (-shits), a. Of violet colour; 
of violet family, [f. L violaceus (prec., 
-ACEOUS)] 

vi'olate, v.t. Transgress, infringe, act 
against the dictates or requirements of 
(oath, treaty, law, terms, conscience); 
treat profanely or with disrespect (sanc¬ 
tuary etc.); break in upon, disturb, (per¬ 
son’s privacy etc.); commit rape upon, 
ravish. So ~able a., ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn. 
[ME, f. L violare (vis), see -ate3] 

violence, n. Quality of being violent; 
violent conduct or treatment, outrage, 
injury, as was compelled to use ~, did ~ to 
(outraged, acted contrary to) his feelings, 
our principles-, (law) unlawful exercise 
of physical force, intimidation by exhibi¬ 
tion of this. [ME, f. OF, f. L violentia (as 
foil., see -ence)] 

vi'olent, a. Marked by great physical 
force, as a ~ storm, came into ~ collision, 
~ blows; ~ death (resulting from exter¬ 
nal force or from poison, cf. natural); 

marked by unlawful exercise of force, as 
laid ~ hands on him; intense, vehement, 
passionate, furious, impetuous, as~ pain, 
sickness, abuse, controversy, discrepancy, 
revulsion, contrast, dislike, shock, apt to 
form ~ attachments, is of or was in a ~ 
temper; ~ presumption (law), one resting 
on almost conclusive evidence. Hence 
~ly2 adv. [ME, f. OF, f. L violentus (vis, 
-lent)] 

vi'olet, n. & a. 1. Kinds of plant chiefly of 
genus viola, with blue, purple, white, or 
other flowers, as common blue ~, sweet ~, 
dog-~. 2. (Of) the colour seen at end of 

virgin 
spectrum opposite red, produced by slight 
admixture of red with blue, so vIoIes1 
cent a. 3. Kinds of ~ butterfly. 4. ~- 
-powder, toilet powder scented with orris 
or other perfume; —wood, myall & other 
kinds. [ME, f. OF violette, -et, dim. of 
viole f. L viola2] 

violin'1, n. Musical instrument with 4 
strings of treble pitch played with bow; 
(also ~ist n.) player on ~, as first, second, 
~ (playing separate parts in orchestra 
etc.). [f. It. violino dim. of viola 1 ] 

vi'olin2, -ine, n. Emetic substance con¬ 
tained in sweet violet, [f. F violine 
(viola2, -in, -ine6)] 

vi'olist, n. Performer on viol(a). [-ist] 
violoncell'lo (ve-, -chC-), n. (usu. abbr. 

’cello; pi. ~os). Bass violin, 4-stringed 
instrument held between player’s knees. 
Hence ~ist(3) n. [It., dim. of violone 
largo viol (viola l, see -oon) ] 

vlp'er, n. Kinds of venomous snake esp. 
common ~, adder, the only poisonous 
snake in Gt Britain; (fig.) malignant or 
treacherous person; ~’s bugloss, stiff 
bristly blue-flowered plant; ~’s grass, 
black salsify. Hence or cogn. ~Iform, 
~ine1, - iSH1 (fig.), ' 'Oil), ~ous (fig.), aa. 
[f. F vipere or L vipera] 

virag'o, n. (pi. ~s). Turbulent woman, 
termagant; || (arch.) woman of masculine 
strength or spirit. [OE & ME, f. L, 
= female warrior (vir man)] 

vi'relay, n. Kinds of (esp. old French) 
poem with two rhymes to a stanza 
variously arranged. [ME, f. OF virelai, 
-li] 

virement (ver'mahii), n. Power to transfer 
items from one account to another. [F] 

vi'red, n. (Kinds of) small greenish- 
-coloured American singing bird (also 
greenlet). [L, perh. = greenfinch] 

vlres'c|ence, n. Greenness; (bot.) abnor¬ 
mal greenness in petals etc. normally of 
some bright colour. So ~ent a. [f. L 
virescere, see -escent, -ence] 

vfrg'ate1, a. (nat. hist.). Slim, straight, & 
erect, [f. L virgalus (virga rod, -ate2)] 

vfrg'ate2, n. (hist.). A varying measure of 
land. [f. med. L virgata (terras), rendering 
OE gierd-land yard-land, f. L virga rod + 
-ATE1] 

Vffgil'ian, a. Of, in the style of, the 
Roman poet Virgil (d. 19 B.c.). [f. L 
Virgilianus (Virgilius Virgil, -an)] 

vir'gin, n. & a. 1. Person esp. woman who 
has had no sexual intercourse, whence or 
cogn. ~hood, virgin'iTY, nn.; member 
of any order of women under a vow to 
remain ~s; the (Blessed) F~ (Mary) 
(abbr. B.V.M.), mother of Christ; pic¬ 
ture, statue, of the B.V.M.; female insect 
producing eggs without impregnation; 
(astron., V~) = VIRGO; ~’s bower, = 
traveller’s joy. 2. adj. That is a ~; of, 
befitting, a ~, as ~ modesty; undefiled, 
spotless ; not yet used or tried, as ~ soil, 
~ clay (not fired); (of insect) producing 



viscin virginal 1454 
eggs without impregnation; ~ comb (that 
has been used only once for honey & never 
for brood); ~ honey (taken from — comb, 
also, drained from comb without heat or 
pressure): ~ queen, unfertilized queen 
bee; the F— Queen, Queen Elizabeth I. 
I ME, f. OF virgine f. L virginem, nom. -go ] 

vfr'ginal, a. & n. 1. That is or befits or 
belongs to a virgin, whence —ly2 adv. 
2. n. (hist.). (Also ~s, pair of —s) square 
legless spinet used in 16th-17th cc. [(adj., 
ME) f. OF, or L virginalis (as prec., see 
-AL); origin of n. use unknown] 

Vfrgin'ila, n. One of the U.S.; tobacco 
from —a; —a creeper, a vine cultivated 
for ornament. Hence ~an a. & n. [f. 
virgin (Queen) + -ia 1 ] 

vffgfn'ibus piierfs'que, L phr. (Ad¬ 
dressed, suited) to girls & boys (i.e. re¬ 
specting innocence). 

Vfrg'o, n. 1. Sixth zodiacal sign; a con¬ 
stellation. 2. t— intac'ta (law), virgin 
with hymen intact. [L, = virgin] 

virides'c|ent, a. Greenish, tending to 
become green. Hence ~ence n. (f. LL 
viridescere (viridis green, see -escent)] 

virid'ity, n. Greenness, esp. of oysters 
etc. after feeding on certain vegetable 
organisms. [ME, f. OF viridite or L 
viridilas (viridis green, see -ty)] 

vi'rile (also vir-), a. Of man as opp. to 
woman or child; of, having, procreative 
power; (of mind, character, literary style, 
etc.) having masculine vigour or strength. 
So viril'iTY n. [f. F viril or L virilis 
(vir man, see -ile)] 

viriles'clent, a. (Of female animal) assum¬ 
ing in advanced ago some male charac¬ 
teristics. So —ence n. [f. L as prec., 
-ESCENT ] 

virol'ogjy, n. Science or study of viruses. 
So—ISTn. [VIR(US), -0-, -LOGY] 

vir'lose, a. Poisonous, full of virus, so 
—ous a.; (hot.) having fetid smell, [f. 
L virosus (virus, see -ose1)] 

virtu' (-do), n. Love of fine arts; articles 
of — (interesting from workmanship, an¬ 
tiquity, rarity, etc.), [f. It. virtu virtue, 
virtu] 

vfrt'ual, a. That is such for practical pur¬ 
poses though not in name or according to 
strict definition, as is the — manager of the 
business, take this as a — promise, consti¬ 
tutes a — exculpation; — focus (opt.), 
point at which the lines of a pencil of 
rays would meet if produced; ~ velocity 
or displacement, infinitesimal displace¬ 
ment of the point of application of a force 
measured in the direction of that force. 
Hence —ity (-&1-) n., —LY2 adv. [ME, f. 
med. L virlvalis f. L virtus after LL 
virtuosus, see -al] 

vfrt'ue, n. Moral excellence, upright¬ 
ness, goodness, as ~ is it3 own reward, 
make a — of necessity, feign alacrity 
or sense of duty while acting under 
compulsion; particular moral excellence, 
as patience is a —, she has every —, the 

(seven) cardinal —s (natural —s, justice, 
prudence, temperance, fortitude; theo¬ 
logical —s, faith, hope, charity); chastity 
esp. of women, as a woman of —; good 
quality, as has the — of being adjustable, 
of resisting temperature; inherent power, 
efficacy, as no — in such drugs; (pi.) 
seventh order 1 of angels; by or in — of, 
on the strength of, on the ground of, as 
claims it in — of his long service, is entitled 
to it by — of his prerogative. Hence —less 

(-ul-) a. [ME, f. OF1 vertu f. L virtutem 
nom. -tvs f. vir man] 

vfftuos'o, n. (pi. -si pr. -se). Person with 
special knowledge of or taste for works 
of art or virtu; person skilled in the 
mechanical part of a fine art. Hence 
virtuOs'lTY, ~ship, nn. [It., as foil.] 

virt'uous, a. Possessing, showing, moral 
rectitude; chaste. Hence —ly2 adv., 
—ness n. [ME, f. OF vertuous f. LL vir¬ 
tuosus f. virtus virtue, see -ous] 

vi'rul|ent (or -rob-), a. Poisonous; caused 
by or containing virus, as —en( ulcer, so 
[irreg.] —if'erous a. (med.); malignant, 
bitter, as —e?if animosity, tone, abuse. 
Hence or cogn. ~ence n., —entLY2 adv. 
[f. L virulentus (foil., see -lent)] 

vir'us, n. Morbid poison, poison of con¬ 
tagious disease, as smallpox —; (fig.) 
moral poison; (fig.) malignity, acrimony. 
[L, = poison] 

vis, n. (mech.). ~ inertiac ; ~ moht'ua, 
force that does no work, dead force; — 
viv'a, living force (= mass x square of 
velocity) of moving body. [L, = force] 

visa (vez'a; -sa’d), (obs.) vise (vez'a; -sSd, 
-se’d), n., & v.t. 1. Indorsement on pass¬ 
port etc. showing that it has been found 
correct. 2. v.t. Mark with —. [L visa 
fem. p.p. of videre to see; F vise p.p. of 
viser to examine ] 

vis'ag|e (-z-), n. (now chiefly literary). 
Face, countenance. Hence (-)—ED2 (-zijd) 
a. [ME, f. OF, f. L visus face, see -age] 

visard. See visor. 
vis-a-vis (vez'ahve'), adv. & n. 1. In a 
position facing one another; opposite to. 
2. n. Person facing another esp. in some 
dances; kinds of carriage & couch in or 
on which persons sit facing each other. 
[F, =face to face (vis face f. L as visage)] 

viscach'a, viz-, n. S.-Amer. burrowing 
rodent with valuable fur. [of native 
orig. ] 

vis'cer|a, n. pi. The interior organs in the 
great cavities of the body (e.g. brain, 
heart, liver), esp. in the abdomen (e.g. 
the intestines). Hence —al a., —1-, —o-, 
comb, forms. [L, pi. of viscus -eris] 

vls'cerate, v.t. Disembowel, [f. prec. 
+ -ate3, after eviscerate] 

vis'eid, a. Sticky; semifluid. So —ity 
(-id-) n. [f. LL viscidus (L viscum mistle¬ 
toe, birdlime, see -id1)] 

vis'ein, n. Sticky substance got from 
mistletoe & used in birdlime. [F, f. vis¬ 
cum, prec., -in] 
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vis'cose, n. (In the manufacture of rayon) 
cellulose reduced to a viscous state 
(suitable for drawing into yarn) by treat¬ 
ment with sodium hydroxide solution & 
carbon disulphide, [f. L viscum birdlime 
+-OSE2] 

viscos'lty, n. Stickiness; (phys., of 
fluids, semifluids, & gases) internal fric¬ 
tion, power of resisting a change in the 
arrangement of the molecules, whence 
VISCOM'BTER, visCOM'ETRY, VISCOsIm'ETER, 
nn. [ME, f. OF viscosite or med. L vis- 
cositas (as viscous, see -ty)] 

visc'ount (vik-), n. Noble ranking be¬ 
tween carl & baron. Hence or cogn. 
~CY, ~ess1, ~siiip or ~y4, nn., (vik-). 
[ME, f. AF viscounte, OF vi(s)conte (vice- 
-f counte count3)] 

vis'cous, a. Sticky; (phys.) having vis¬ 
cosity. Hence ~nbss n. [ME, f. AF, or 
f. LL viscosus (as VISCID, see -ous)] 

vise. See visa. 
“vise. See vice2. 
vis'ible (-z-), a. That can be seen by the 
eye; that can be perceived or ascertained, 
apparent, open, as has no ~ means of 
support, spoke with ~ impatience-, pre¬ 
pared to receive callers (is she ~?); the ~ 
church, whole body of professed believers; 
~ horizon., the line that bounds sight; 
~ speech, system of alphabetical charac¬ 
ters designed to represent all possible 
articulate utterances. Hence or cogn. 
visIbil'ity (in adj. senses, & esp., 
meteorol., naut., conditions of light 
& atmosphere as regards distinguishing 
of objects by sight), ~ness, nn., vis'ibi.Y2 
adv., (-z-). [ME, f. OF, or f. L visibilis 
(videre vis- see, see -ble)] 

vi'sion ( zhn), n., & v.t. 1. Act or faculty 
of seeing, sight, as beyond our has im¬ 
paired his ~, the field of all that comes 
into view when the eyes are turned in 
some direction, reflected, refracted, ~ (as 
affected by reflected, refracted, rays of 
light); thing seen in dream or trance; 
supernatural or prophetic apparition, 
phantom; thing seen in the imagination, 
as romantic ~s of youth, had of roast 
beef & plum pudding; (without article) 
imaginative insight, statesmanlike fore¬ 
sight, political sagacity. 2. v.t. See, 
present, (as) in a ~. [ME, f. OF, or f. L 
visio (as prec., see -ion)] 

vi'sion|ary (-zho-), a. & n. 1. Given to 
seeing visions or to indulging in fanciful 
theories; existing only in a vision or 
in the imagination, imaginary, fanciful, 
unpractical. 2. n. (Also ~ist n.) ~ary 
person. Hence or cogn. ~al a., ~alLY2 
adv., '—ariNESS n., (-zho-). [-ary1] 

vis'it (-z-), v.t., & n. 1. Go, come, to see 
(person, place, etc., or abs.) as act of 
friendship or ceremony, on business, or 
from curiosity, as have never ~ed us, had 
no lime to ~ the Tower, hope to ~ Rome; 
go, come, to see for purpose of official 
inspection or supervision or correction; 

visual 

(of disease, calamity, etc.) come upon, 
attack; (bibl.) punish (person, sin), 
avenge (his sins etc.) upon person, com¬ 
fort, bless, (person with salvation etc.). 
2. n. Call on a person or at a place, tem¬ 
porary residence with person or at place, 
as was on a ~ to some friends, paid him a 
long ~, during his second ~ to the East; 
formal or official call for purpose of in¬ 
spection etc., as domiciliary ~, right of~ 
(see visitation). Hence ~able a. [ME, f. 
OF visiter or L visitare frequent, of visare 
f. videre vis- see; n.f. F visile or f. Engl, 
vb] 

vis'itant (-Z-), a. & n. l.(poet.). Visiting. 
2. n. Migratory bird; (poet., riietJ) visitor ; 
(F~) member of an order of nuns con¬ 
cerned with education cf young girls. [F, 
or f. L visitare (as prec., see -ant)] 

visita'tion (-z-), n. Official visit of inspec¬ 
tion or the like esp. bishop’s examination 
of the churches of his diocese; (colloq.) 
unduly protracted visit or social call; 
hoarding of vessel belonging to another 
State to learn her character & purpose 
(right of ~ or visit, right to do this, not 
including right of search); divine dispen¬ 
sation of punishment or reward, notable 
experience compared to this; (eccl.) 
festival in honour of visit of B.V.M. to 
Elizabeth (Luke i. 39): (zool.) unusual & 
large migration of animals; Nuns of the 
F~, = visitants; F~ of the Sick, office of 
Anglican Church. [ME, f. OF, or f. LL 
visitalio; as visit, sec -ation] 

vis'iting (-z-), n. Paying visits, making 
calls; have a ~ acquaintance ivith, be on ~ 
terms with, know well enough to visit; 
~-book (for names of persons to be called 
upon); ||-—card, small card with one’s 
name, address, etc., left in making call 
etc. [-ING 1 ] 

vls'itor (-z-), u. One who visits a person 
or place; || (in colleges etc.) official with 
the right or duty of occasionally inspect¬ 
ing & reporting, whence or cogn. visit- 
(at)or'lAL aa.; || ~s’ book, book in hotel, 
boarding-house, etc., in which ~s write 
their names and addresses and occas. 
remarks. [ME, f. AF visitour, OF visiteur 
(as visit, -or) ] 

vis'or (-z-), -zor, vis'ard (-?-), -zard, n. 
(Hist.) movable part of helmet covering 
face; projecting front part of cap; (hist.) 
mask. Hence vis'orED2 (-zerd), vis'or- 
less (-z-), aa. [ME & AF riser f. vis face 
(L visits)] 

viis'ta, n. Long narrow view as between 
rows of trees; long succession of remem¬ 
bered or anticipated events etc., mental 
prospect or retrospect, as opened up new 
~s or a new ~ to his ambition, searched the 
dim ~ of his childhood. Hence ~’d [-ed2J 
a. [It., p.p. of vedere see (L videre vis-)] 

vis'ual (-zhydb- or -zu-), a. Of, concerned 
with, used in, seeing, as ~ nerve, organ-, 
~ angle (formed at the eye by rays from 
the extremities of an object viewed); ~ 



vive 1456 visualize 

field (of vision) ; ~ rays, lines of light sup¬ 
posed to come from object to eye; ~ 
point, point in the horizontal line in which 
the ~ rays unite. Hence ~ity (-al-) n., 
~ly2 adv. [f. LL visualis (visus -us sight f. 
vidcre see, -al)] 

vis'uallz|e (-zhydh- or -zu-), -is|e (-iz), 
v.t. Make visible to the eye, give out¬ 
ward & visible form to, (mental image, 
idea, etc.); call up distinct mental picture 
of (thing imagined or formerly seen, or 
abs.). Hence ~a'tion n. [-ize] 

vit'a glass (-ah-), n. Kind of glass by 
which the ultra-violet vitalizing rays of 
sunlight are not excluded as by ordinary 
glass. [P ] 

vit'al, a. & n. 1. Of, concerned with or 
essential to, organic life, as ~ energies, 
functions, ~ power (to sustain life), 
wounded in part; essential to existence 
or to the matter in hand, as a ~ question, 
question of ~ importance, secrecy is ~ to 
the success of the scheme; affecting life, 
fatal to life or to success etc., as a ~ 
wound, error-, ~ centre (med.), part in 
which wound appears to be instantly 
fatal, esp. respiratory nerve-centre in 
medulla oblongata; ~ force or principle 
(assumed to account for organic life); 
~ statistics (of birth, marriage, death, 
etc.; also, colloq., feminine measurements 
of bust, waist, and hips). Hence ~ly2 
adv. 2. n. pi. ~ parts, e.g. lungs, heart, 
brain. [ME, f. OF, or f. L vitalis (vita 
life, see -al)] 

vit'allism, n. (biol.). Doctrine that life 
originates in a vital principle distinct 
from chemical & other physical forces. 
So ~ist n., ~is'tic a. [F -isme, or f. prec. 
+ -ISM] 

vital'Ity, n. Vital power, ability to sus¬ 
tain life; (fig., of institution, language, 
etc.) ability to endure & to perform its 
functions, [f. L vitalis (as vital, see -ty) ] 

vit'alize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Endow with life. 
[ -IZE ] 

vit'amin, n. Any of a number of accessory 
food factors chiefly of very complex 
chemical composition, present in many 
food-stuffs esp. in the raw state, & 
essential to the health of man & other 
animals; their absence from the diet is 
associated with malnutrition in various 
parts of the body or deficiency diseases, 
[f. G -me, f. L vita life + amine] 

vitell'In, n. (chem.). Chief protein con¬ 
stituent of yolk of egg. [f. foil. + -in ] 

vitell'lus, n. (pi. ~i). Yolk of egg, proto¬ 
plasmic contents of ovum. Hence 
vh'ellARY1, ~ine1, aa., ~i-, ~o-, comb, 
forms. [L, = yolk] 

vi'ti-, comb, form of L vitis vine, as; ~eide, 
insect etc. destructive to vines; ~culture, 
grape-growing, so ~cul'tural a., ~cul- 
tu.r(al)ist nn. 

vi'tiat|e (-shl-), v.t. Impair the quality of, 
corrupt, debase, contaminate, as constitu¬ 
tion <-~ed by excess, ~ed air, blood, mind, 

judgement-, make invalid or ineffectual, 
as a v>ord may ~e a contract. So vitiA'TiON, 
~0R, nn., (-shi-). [f. L vitiare f. vitium 
(vice1), see -ATE3] 

vit'reous, a. Of (the nature of) glass; 
like glass in hardness, brittleness, trans¬ 
parency, structure, etc.; ~ body or hu¬ 
mour, transparent jellylike tissue filling 
ball of eye; ~ electricity. Hence or 
cogn. vitreos'iTY, ~ness, vltres'cENCE, 
nn., vitrES'CENT, vit'riFORM(l), aa. [f. L 
vitreus (vitrum, glass) + -ous] 

vit'rijfy, v.t. & i. Convert, be converted, 
into glass or glasslike substance. Hence 
or cogn. ~FAC'TION, ~fiaBIL'lTY, ~FICAi 
tion, nn., ~Kable a. [f. F vitrifier (as 
prec., see -fy)] 

vit'riol, n. Sulphuric acid or any of its 
salts; (fig.) caustic speech, criticism, etc.; 
blue or copper ~, copper sulphate; white 
~, zinc sulphate; oil of ~, concentrated 
sulphuric acid; throwing, throwing ~ 
in person’s face as act of vengeance etc. 
Hence vitrlol'ic, ~ine1, aa. [ME, f. OF, 
or f. med. L vitriolum f. vitrum glass] 

vit'riollize, -ise (-iz), v.t. Convert into 
a sulphate, so ~ate3 v.t., ~a'tion n.; 
poison, burn, with vitriol. Hence 
~1ZABLF, a., ~IzA'TION n. [-IZE ] 

Vitru'vian (-oo-), a. Of Vitruvius, Roman 
architect of the Augustan age; ~ scroll, 
scroll pattern in frieze decorations etc. 
[-AN] 

vitt'ja, n. (pi. ~ae). (Rom. ant.) fillet, 
garland, as decoration of priest, victim, 
statue, etc.; lappet of mitre; (hot.) oil- 
-tube in fruit of some plants; (zool.) 
strips of colour. So~ATE2a. [L] 

vitup'er ate, v.t. Revile, abuse. Hence 
or cogn. ~ a'tion, ~at()R, nn., ~atiVE a., 
~ativeLY2 adv. [f. L vituperare, see -ate3] 

vi'va1 (ve-), int. & n. (The cry) long 
live —. [It., 3rd pers. subj. of vivere live, 
cf. VTVAT, VIVE] 

viva2. See viva voce. 

vivace (vevah'cha), adv. (mus.). In a 
lively manner. [It.] 

viva'cious (-shies), a. Lively, sprightly, 
animated, whence or cogn. ~LY'2 adv., 
vlva'ciTY n.; (hot.) tenacious of life, 
surviving winter, perennial, [f. L vivax 
(vivere live, -ACIOUS)] 

vivandiere (vlvalmdyar'), n. (hist.). Wo¬ 
man attached to continental esp. French 
regiment & selling provisions & liquor. 
[F]_ _ 

vivar'ium, n. (pi. -ia). Place artificially 
prepared for keeping animals in their 
natural state, zoological garden or the 
like. [L (vivus, see vivify & -arium)] 

viv'dt, int. & n. (The cry) long live, as ~ 
rex, regina, long live the king, queen. [L, 
3rd sing. subj. of vivere live] 

viv'a vo'ce, adv., a., & n. 1. Oral(ly). 
2. n. (abbr. viva). Oral examination. 
Hence viv'a(-vo'ce) v.t., examine 
[L, = with the living voice] 

vive (vcv), int. Long live, as ~ Ic roi (the 



vivers 1457 voice 

king), qot vive. [F, 3rd sing. subj. of ~, his ~ (range of language) is limited. 
vivre live f. L vivere] [f. med. L vocabularius, -um(prec., -ary1)] 

i! viv ers (-z), n. pi. (Sc.). Food, victuals, voc'al, a. & n. 1. Of, concerned with 
[f. F vivres (vivre live f. L vivere)] uttered by, the voice, as a ~ communica- 

vives (-vz), n. Hard swellings of the sub- tion, ~ auscultation (of the sounds of the 
maxillary glands of a horse, [aphetic f. voice as heard through walls of chest), ~ 
obs. avives f. F avives f. Sp. avivas f. Arab. cords, folds of lining membrane of larynx 
addhibah (at the +dhibah she-wolf)] about the opening of the glottis, ~ music 

viv id, a. (Of light or colour) bright, in- (written for or produced by the voice with 
tense, glaring, as ~ flash of lightning, of or without accompaniment), ~ thrill, 
a ~ green-, (of person) full of life; (of vibration of wall of chest in audible 
mental faculty or impression) clear, speech; (poet., of trees, water, etc.) 
vigorous, strongly marked, as has a ~ endowed (as) with a voice; (phonet.) 
imagination, gave a ~ description, have a voiced, sonant, (also) of vowel character. 
~ recollection of the scene. Hence ~ly2 Hence or cogn. vocal'iTY n., ~ly2 adv. 
adv., —ness n. [f. L vividus (vivere live, 2. n. Vowel, whence vocal'ic a.; (R.-C. 
fse/i?1)] Ch.) person entitled to vote in certain 

viv ify, v.t. Give life to, enliven, animate, elections, [f. L vocalis (as voice, see -al)] 

(chiefly fig.), [f. F vivifier f. LL viviflcare voc'alism, n. Use of voice in speaking or 
(vivus living f. vivere live, see -fy)] singing; vowel sound, [-ism] 

vivip'arous, a. (Zool.) bringing forth voc'alist, n. Singer (opp. to instrumental- 
young alive, not hatching by means of ist) [-1ST) 
egg, (cf. oviparous)-, (bot.) producing voc'aliz]e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. & i. Form 
bulbs or seeds that germinate while still (sound), utter (word), with the voice, esp. 
attached to parent plant. Hence vivi- make sonant, as f is ~ed into v; write 
pa'riTY, . 'NESS, nn., ~ly2 adv. (f. L (Hebrew etc.) with vowel points; (joc.) 
viviparus (vivus, see prec., -rparire bring speak, sing, hum, shout, etc.; (mus.) sing 
forth) + -ods] florid passage to a vowel. So ~a'tion n. 

viv'isect, v.t. Dissect (animal, or abs.) [-ize] 
while living, [f. foil. ] voca'tion, n. Divine call to, sense of fit- 

vivisec'tion, n. Dissection of or (loosely) ness for, a career or occupation, as felt no 
inoculation etc. tried upon living animals. ~ (for the ministry), has never had the sense 
Hence ~AI, a., ~ist(2, 3), viv'IsectOR, of ~, little or no ~ to literature-, emplov- 
nn. [f. L vivi-, comb, form of vivus living ment, trade, profession, as mechanical ~s, 
-4-sectio cutting] all ~s are overcrowded, mistook his (chosa 

vi'vo (ve-), adv. (mus.). = vivace. [It.] the wrong) ~. Hence ~aj, (-sho-) a., 
vix'en, n. She-fox; quarrelsome woman, ~alLY2 adv. [ME, f. OF, or f. I. vocalio f. 
termagant. Hence ~ish \ — ly 1, aa. [MB vocare call, see -ation ] 
fixen f. OE *fyxen (= MHG viihsinne, G voc'atlve, a. & n. (gram.). (Case) em- 
fuchsin), fem. of fox; see -ex3] ployed iu addressing person or thing, 

viz. See videlicet. [ME, f. OF (-if, -ive) or L vocativus (vocare, 
vizard. See visor. see vocable & -ative)] 
vizcacha. See viscacha. vocif'erlate, v.t. Utter (words etc., or 
vizi(e)r'(-zer), n. High official, esp. State abs.) noisily, shout, bawl. Hence or cogn. 
minister, in Mohammedan countries; ~ance (rare), ~a'tion, ~atOR, nn., 
grand ~, prime minister in Turkish em- ~ant(1) a. & n. [f. L vociferari (as voice 
pire & other countries. Hence ~ate1(1), + ferre bear)] 
~shif, nn.,~iAL a. [f. Turk, vezir f. Arab, vocif'erous, a. (Of person, speech, etc.) 
u>azir counsellor, orig. porter (wazara noisy, clamorous. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
bear burden); cf. F, Sp. visir] ~ness n. [as prec. + -ods] 

Vlach (-^k), a. & n. Member of a SE. vod'ka, n. Kind of fiery brandy made esp. 
European Latin-speaking people, Wala- in Russia by distillation of rye etc. [Russ.] 
chian or Romanian, Wal(l)ach. [Slav., || voe, n. (Shetland). Small bay, creek, [i. 
ult. f. Gmc *Walh foreigner, Celt, Italian, Norw. vaag, ON vdgr] 
Latin] vogue (vog), n., & v.i. 1. (Now chiefly 

vlei (fla), n. (S. Afr.). Hollow in which literary) the prevailing fashion, as the -- of 
water collects during rainy season. [Du. large hats, large hats are the ~ ; popular 
dial., f. Du. vallei valley] use or reception, as has had a great ~ ; in 

voc'able, n. Word, esp. w. ref. to form ~, in fashion, generally current. 2. v.i. ~ 
rather than meaning. [F, or f. L voca- la galtre (-ar), here goes (lit. let the galley 
bulum. (vocare call)] set forth). [F, orig. = course, f. voguer f. 

vocab'ulary, n. (List, arranged alpha- It. vogare row in galley ] 
betically with definitions, of) the (princi- voice, n., & v.t. 1. Sound uttered by the 
pal) words used in a language or usu. in a mouth, esp. human utterance in speak- 
particular book or branch of science etc., ing, shouting, singing, etc., as heard a 
or by a particular author, as a Livy with did not recognize his ~, cried out in a loud 
notes & a ivord not found in the ~, has lost her (esp. singing ) ~, is not in 
Chaucerian~, the ever-increasing scientific ~ (proper vocal condition for singing or 
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speaking), chest, head1, the ~ of the 
cuckoo, veiled ~ (due to malformation 
etc.), (fig.) sea, storm, lifts up its~, whence 
-voicED2 (-st) a. 2. Use of the ~, utter¬ 
ance esp. in spoken or (fig.) written words, 
opinion so expressed, right to express 
opinion, as gave ~ to h is indignation in a 
pamphlet, dog gave ~ to his joy, took it 
(natural phenomenon, calamity, popular 
outcry, etc.) for the ~ (expression of the 
will, resentment, etc.) of God, I count on 
your~ (spoken or written support), I have 
no ~ in the matter, refused with one ~ 
(unanimously); (arch., rhet.) my ~ is for 
peace. 3. (phonet.). Sound uttered with 
resonance of vocal cords, not with mere 
breath. 4. (gram.). Set of forms of a verb 
showing relation of the subject to the 
action, as active, passive, middle1, ~. 

5. v.t. Give utterance to, express, as teas 
chosen to ~ their grievance, believe I am 
voicing the general sentiment when I say; 
(mus.) regulate tone-quality of (organ 
pipes); (phonet.) utter with ~, make 
sonant, (esp. in p.p.). [ME, f. OF vois f. 
L vocem, nom. vox] 

voice'ful(-sf-), a. (poet.). Sonorous, [-ful] 

voiee'less (-si-), a. Speechless, dumb, 

mute; (phonet.) not voiced. l-Ience~NESS 

n. [-LESS] 

void, a., n.. & v.t. i. Empty, vacant, as a 
~ space, interval-, (of office) vacant, as 
bishopric fell ~; (esp. law, of deed, pro¬ 
mise, contract, etc.) invalid, not binding, 
as null & ~; (poet., rhet.) ineffectual, 
useless; ~ of, lacking, free from, as a 
proposal wholly ~ of sense, his style is ~ of 
affectation. Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 
2. n. Empty space, as vanished into the 

(fig.) the aching ~ of his heart, cannot 
fill the ~ made by death. 3. v.t. Render 
invalid; emit (excrement etc.); (arch.) 
quit, evacuate. Hence ~'able a. [ME, 
f. OF voide, fern, of voit, vuit (mod. vide) 
f. Rom. *vocitus repl. L vacuus; vb 
partly f. OF voider, partly aphetic f. 
avoid] 

void'ance, n. Ejection from benefice; 
vacancy in benefice; voiding. [ME, f. OF 
(prcc., -ance), or aphetic f. avoidance] 

void'ed, a. In vbl senses, also (her., of 
bearing) having the central area cut away 
so as to show the field. [-ED1 ] 

voile (vwahl, voil), n. A thin semi-trans¬ 
parent cotton, woollen, or silken dress 
material. [F, = veil] 

vol'ant, a. (Zool.) flying, able to fly; (her.) 
represented as flying; (poet.) nimble, 
rapid. [F, f. L volare fly, see -ant] 

Volapiik' (-ook), Vol'apuk (-<Jok), n. 
Artificial international language invented 
about 1879 by J. M. Schleyer. Hence 
~ist(2, 3) n. [Volapiik (vol world + -a- + 
puk speech] 

vol'ar, a. (anat.). Of the palm or sole. [f. 
L vola palm, sole, + - ar 1 ] 

vol'atile, a. Evaporating rapidly, as ~ 
salts, ~ (= ESSENTIAL) oil; (fig.) lively. 

volplane 

gay, changeable, as ~ wit, writer, disposi¬ 
tion. Hence or cogn. ~ness, volatil'iTY, 
nn. [F (-it, -ile), or f. L volatilis (volare 
-at- fly, -ile)] 

volat'iliz|e, -is|e (-iz), v.t. & i. (Cause to) 
evaporate. Hence or cogn. ---able a., 
~A'TION n. [-IZE] 

vol-au-vent (see Ap.), n. Kind of rich 
raised pie. [F ] 

volcan'|ic, a. Of, like, produced by, a vol¬ 
cano ; ~ic bomb, mass of lava usually 
rounded & sometimes hollow; ~fc glass, 
obsidian. Hence ~ically adv., volcani- 
city n. [f. F -ique, or f. volcano +-ic] 

volcan'o, n. (pi. ~es). Mountain, hill, 
having opening(s) in earth’s crust through 
which lava, cinders, water, gases, etc., are 
expelled continuously or at intervals (ac¬ 
tive,, dormant, extinct, ~; submarine ~, 
originating beneath sea & rising above 
surface by accumulation). Hence vol- 
caniSM(2), vol'caniST(3), volcanoL'ooY, 
nn., vdlcanolo'giCAL a. [It., f. L as 
VULCAN ] 

vole1, n., & v.i. (In somo card-games) 
winning' of all the tricks in a deal; (vb) 
win all the tricks, [(vb f. n.) F, f. voter fly 
f. L volare ] 

vole2, n. Kinds of mouselike rodent; 
waterlarge kind. [orig. ~-mouse f. 
Norw. *voU?nus (Icel. vallarmus) f. voll 
field +miis mouse] 

vol'et (-la), n. Panel, wing, of triptych. 
[F, f. voter f. L volare to fly] 

voi'itant, a. (zool.). = volant, [f. L voli- 
tare frequent, of volare fly, see -ant] 

voli'tion, n. Exercise of the will; power 
of willing. Hence ~al, ~ary1, ~less, 
(-sho-), vol'ItivF,, aa., ~alLY2 adv. [F, or 
f. med. L volitio (velle wish, pres, volo, 
see -ition) ] 

volhs'lied (f-, -let), n. Folk-song. [G] 
vdlks'raad (f-, -raht), n. (hist.). Legis¬ 

lative assembly of Transvaal & OraDge 
Free State. [Afrikaans] 

voll'ey, n. (pi. ~s), & v.t. & i. 1. Simul¬ 
taneous discharge of missiles, missiles so 
discharged; (flg.) noisy emission (of oaths 
etc.) in quick succession; (tennis, lawn 
tennis) return of ball in play before it 
touches ground; (crick.) pitching of ball, 
ball pitched, right up to batsman or 
wicket without bouncing; hedf-~, (lawn 
tennis) return of ball as soon as it touches 
ground, (crick.) ball so pitched that 
batsman may hit it as it bounces, hit so 
made, (v.t.) return, send, (ball, or abs.) 
thus; <■—gun, machine-gun discharging 
2. vb. Discharge (missiles, abuse, etc., or 
abs.) in ~; (tennis, crick.) return, send, 
(ball, or abs.) in ~; (of missiles) fly in a 
~; (of guns etc.) sound together, [f. F 
voide f. Rom. *volata fem. p.p. as n. f. L 
volare fly, see -y4 ] 

vfil'plane, n., & v.i. (Of aeroplane or its 
pilot) descent, descend, by gliding with¬ 
out use of engine, [f. F vol plane (vol 
flight, planer hover) ] 
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volt1, v.i., & n. Make a volte; (n., var. 
Of) VOLTE. [VOLTE] 

volt2, n. Unit of electromotive force, the 
force that would carry one ampere of 
current against one ohm resistance. 
Hence '--'meter n., instrument for 
measuring electric currents in ~s. [as 
voltaic ] 

vdl'ta, n. (mus.; pi. -te pr. -ta). Una ~, 
due etc. volte, once, twice etc.; prima etc. 
~, first etc. time. [It.] 

vol'tage, n. Electromotive force ex¬ 
pressed in volts. [-AGE] 

volta'ic, a. (chiefly hist.). Of electricity 
produced by chemical action, galvanic, 
as ~ battery, cell, tile2, [f. A. Volta, 
Italian physicist (d. 1827), -ic] 

Voltair'(ian)ism, nn. Principles of Vol¬ 
taire (d. 1778), scepticism, [-ian, -ism] 

voltam'eter, n. Instrument for measur¬ 
ing electric currents by their electrolytic 
effects, [as voltaic, -meter] 

volte, n. (Fenc.) quick movement to 
escape thrust; circular tread of horse. 
[F, f. It. volta turn] 

viilte-face’ (-tfahs), n. Turning round, esp. 
(fig.) complete change of front in argu¬ 
ment, politics, etc. [F] 

vol'ub|le, a. (Of speech or speaker) fluent, 
glib, whence or cogn. voIubil'ity, ~le- 
ness, nn., ~ly2 adv.; (arch.) revolving, 
rotating; (bot.) twisting round a support, 
twining. [F, or f. L volubilis (volvere roll, 
see -ble)] 

vol'ume, n. 1. Set of (usu. printed) sheets 
of paper bound together & forming part 
or the whole of a work or comprising 
several works (abbr. vol.), as is now issued 
in 3 ~s, an odd ~ of Punch, library of 
12,000 —s, SPEAK ~s (/or); (hist.) scroll of 
papyrus etc., ancient form of book (cf. 
codex). 2. (usu. pi.). Wreath, coil, 
rounded mass, of smoke etc. 3. Solid 
content, bulk, whence volu'minAL 
(-loo-) a.; (mus.) fullness of tone. Hence 
(-)volumED2 (-md) a. [ME, f. OF, f. L 
volumen -minis roll (volvere, see prec.)] 

volum6n|6m'eter (-loo-), n. Instrument 
for measuring volume of a solid body by 
quantity of liquid etc. displaced. Hence 
~om'etry n. [f. L (prec.)-f-o--f-meter] 

volu'meter (-loo-), n. Kinds of instru¬ 
ment for measuring volume of gas or 
liquid. Hence volumet'ric(AL) aa., 
volumet'ricalLY2 adv. [f. volume + 
-METER] 

volum'inous (or -loo-), a. Having coils 
or convolutions (of snakes, the brain, 
etc.; now rare); consisting of many 
volumes, as a ~ work; (of writer) produc¬ 
ing many books; of great volume, bulky, 
(of drapery etc.) loose or ample. Hence 
voluminos'iTY, ~ness, nn., ~ly2 adv. 
[f. LL voluminosus (as volume, see -ous)] 

voluntary, a. & n. 1. Done, acting, able 
to act, of one’s own free will, not con¬ 
strained, purposed, intentional, as a ~ 
gift, there was no ~ mis-statement, was a ~ 

vomit 

agent in the matter, ~ (opp. to compulsory) 
service, army, ~ confession (of criminal, 
not prompted by promise or threat); 
brought about, produced, etc., by ~ 
action, as I! ~ school (supported by ~ 
contributions), ~ waste (of property by 
tenant’s deliberate act or order); (of iimb, 
muscle, movement) controlled by the 
will; (law) ~ conveyance (made without 
valuable consideration), ~ grantee (in 
~ conveyance), ~ partition (by mutual 
agreement, not by judgement of court). 
Hence vdl'untariLY2 adv., vol'untari- 

ness n. 2. n. Organ solo played before, 
during, or after service; one who holds 
that the Church or the schools should be 
independent of the State & supported by 
~ contributions, whence ~ism (3) n., 
reliance on ~ subscriptions & not on 
State aid for the maintenance of educa¬ 
tion, reliance on ~ enlisting & not on 
compulsion for raising military etc. 
forces, ~ist(2) n.; (in competitions) special 
performance left to performer’s choice. 
[ME, f. OF volontaire or f. L voluntarius 
(voluntas will, see -ary1)] 

volunteer', n., & v.t. & i. 1. Spontaneous 
undertaker of task etc.; person who 
voluntarily enters military or other ser¬ 
vice, esp. member of any of the corps of 
voluntary soldiers formerly organized in 
U.IC. & provided with instructors, arms, 
etc., by government (often attrib., as ~ 
corps, manoeuvres)', (attrib., of vegeta¬ 
tion) growing spontaneously. 2. vb. 
Undertake, offer, (one’s services, remark, 
explanation, etc., to do) voluntarily; 
make voluntary offer of one’s services (for 
campaign, purpose), be a ~. [f. F volon¬ 
taire (obs. -un-), as prec., w. assim. to 
-eer ] 

volup'tuary, a. & n. Concerned with, 
(person) given up to, luxury & sensual 
gratifications, [f. L volupt(u)arius (as 
foil., see -ary *)] 

volup'tuous, a. Of, tending to, occupied 
with, sensuous or sensual gratification, as 
~ life, liver, music, beauty. Hence ~ly2 

adv.,'—'NESS n. [ME, f. OF voluptueux or 
L voluptuosus f. voluptas pleasure, see 
-ous] 

vo!ut|e', n. & a. 1. Spiral scroll charac¬ 
teristic of Ionic, Corinthian, & Composite 
capitals, whence ~'eds a.; kinds of 
(chiefly tropical) gasteropod often with 
beautiful shell, whence vol'utoii) a. & n. 
2. adj. (bot.). Rolled up. [f. L voluta 
(volvee volid- roll), or f. F volute] 

volu'tion (-lob-), n. Spiral turn; whorl(s) 
of spiral shell; (anat.) convolution, [as 
prec., -ion, after revolution] 

v5m'er, n. (anat.). The small thin bone 
partitioning the nostrils in man and most 
vertebrates. [L, = ploughshare ] 

vom'it, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Eject from 
stomach through mouth; puke, spew; 
(fig., of volcano, chimney, etc.) eject 
violently, belch forth. 2. n. Matter 
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~ed from stomach; emetic; black ~, 
(black substance ~ed in) yellow fever; 
~ -nut, = nux vomica. [ME; n. f. AF 
V'miit(e), OF -He, or f. L vomitvs (-iis) f. 
vomere, -it-; vb f. L vomere or frequent. 
vomitare ] 

vom'itory, a. & n. 1. Emetic (a. & n.), so 
vom'itivp, a. 2. n. (Rom. ant.). Each of a 
series of passages for entrance & exit in 
(amphi)theatre. [f. L vomitorius a., -am 
n., (as prec., see -ory)] 

vomituri'tion, n. Ineffectual attempt to 
vomit, retching; repeated vomiting. 
[F. or mod. L vomituritio] 

voo'ddo, n., & v.t. 1. Use of, belief in, 
witchcraft & the like prevalent among 
W.-Ind. & U.S. creoles & Negroes; (also 
~ doctor, ~ priest) person skilled in this. 
Hence ~ism, ~ist(2, 3), nn. 2. v.t. Affect 
by ~, bewitch, [(vb f. n.) Afr. vodu] 

-vora. See -vorotjs. 

vora'cious (-shtis), a. Greedy in eating, 
ravenous, (lit. & fig.), as party of ~ 
trippers, a ~ appetite for scandal, a ~ 
whirlpool. Hence or cogn. ~LYa adv., 
~nbss, vora'ciTY, nn. [f. L vorax (vorare 
swallow, see -acious)] 

-vore. See foil. 
-vorous, suf. f. L -vorus (vorare devour, 
eat) +-ous, forming adjj. w. sense ‘ feed¬ 
ing on ’, as carni~, gramini~; also -vora, 
in L neut. pi. names of animals classified 
by their food, as herbivora; also F & E 
-vore forming name of individual of such 
class, as carnivore. 

vort'lex, n. (pi. ~ices, ~exes). Mass of 
whirling fluid, esp. whirlpool; (phys.) 
portion of fluid whose particles have 
rotatory motion; any whirling motion 
or mass, esp. (fig.) system, pursuit, etc., 
viewed as swallowing up or engrossing 
those who approach it, as the ~ex of 
society, ~ex (spiral arrangement of fibres 
at apex) of the heart; ~ex-ring, ~ex whose 
axis is a closed curve, e.g. smoke-ring 
puffed from smoker’s lips or pipe. Hence 
~icAL, ~icosB1, ~Ic'u1ae1 [-ul-], aa., 
~icalLY2 adv. [L, var. of vertex] 

vort'icel, n. Bell-shaped animalcule 
found in stagnant water etc. [f. mod. L 
vorticella, dim. of prec.] 

vort'ic|ist, n. (Metaphys.) person regard¬ 
ing the universe, with Descartes, as a 
plenum in which motion propagates itself 
in circles; (art) painter of school using 
vortices as the cubist uses cubes etc. 
So ~ism n. [f. vortic- st. of L vortex 

+ -1ST ] 
vorti'ginous, a. Whirling, vortical, [f. 

L vortigo, var. of VERTIGO, +-0US] 
vot'ar|y, n. Person vowed to the service 
of (God etc.); ardent follower, devoted 
adherent or advocate, (of system, pur¬ 
suit, etc.). Hence ^ess1 n. [f. L vot- (see 
foil.) +-ARY1] 

vote, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Formal expression 
of will or opinion in regard to election 
of officer etc., sanctioning law, passing 

resolution, etc., signified by ballot, show 
of hands, voice, or otherwise, as shall 
give my ~ to or for the Labour candidate, 
passed without a dissentient ~, cast1 ~, 

SPLIT1 one’s ~, CASTING-VOTE, TRANSFER¬ 

ABLE ~; opinion expressed, money 
granted, by majority of ~s, as Govern¬ 
ment received a ~ of confidence, the army 
~ ; the collective ~s given or to be given 
by a party etc., as will lose the Labour, 
Conservative, ~, the floating ~ (of persons 
not attached to a party); the right to ~, 
as women now have the ~; ticket etc. used 
for recording ~. Hence ~'less a. 2. vb. 
Give a ~ (for, against, person or measure); 
enact, resolve, (that), grant (sum), by 
majority of ~s; (colloq.) pronounce, 
declare, by general consent, as was ~d a 
failure-, (colloq.) propose (that)-, ~ down, 
defeat (measure) by ~s; ~ in, elect by 
~s. Hence vdt'ABLE a., vot'ER1 n. [ME, 
n. f. L votum; vb f. same p.p. st. vot- of L 
vovere vow, or f. LL volare] 

vSt'ing, n. In vbl senses; ~-paper (used 
in ~ by ballot in election of M.P. etc.); 
CUMULATIVE ~. [-ING 1 ] 

vot'ive, a. Offered, consecrated, in fulfil¬ 
ment of a. vow, as ~ offering, tablet, 
picture, [f. L votivus (as vote, see -ive)] 

vouch, v.t. & i. Confirm, uphold, (state¬ 
ment) by evidence or assertion; answer 
for, be surety for, as will ~ for the truth 
of this, for him or his honesty, can ~ for 
it that no step was taken. [ME, f. OF 
vo(u)cher call etc., obsc. f. L vocare call] 

vouch'er, n. In vbl senses, esp.: docu¬ 
ment, receipt, etc., establishing the pay¬ 
ment of money or the truth of accounts; 
document which can be exchanged for 
goods or services as token of payment 
made or promised. [AF (prec., -er1)] 

vouchsafe', v.t. Condescend to grant, as 
me no answer, ~ me a visit; condescend 

(to do). [ME, f. vouch in sense ‘ warrant ’ 
+ SAFE2] 

voussoir (vbo'swdTr), n. Each of the 
wedge-shaped stones forming an arch, 
[f. OF vossoir, ult. f. L volvere roll] 

vow, n., & v.t. 1. Solemn promise or 
engagement esp. in the form of an oath to 
God, as baptismal~s (given at baptism by 
baptized person or by sponsors), monastic 
~ (by which monk binds himself to 
poverty, celibacy, & obedience), lovers’ 
~s (promises of fidelity), am under (have 
taken) a ~ to drink no wine; action, con¬ 
duct, etc., promised by ~, as is this your 

2. v.t. Promise solemnly (thing, con¬ 
duct), as ~ed a temple to Apollo, ~ 
obedience, vengeance against the oppressor; 
(arch.) utter, make, a~ ; declare solemnly 
(that); (arch.) declare, as I ~ you are most 
obliging. [ME, f. OF vou, veu, f. L as 
vote ; vb f. OF vouer] 

vow'el, n. Each of the more open sounds 
uttered in speaking, sound capable of 
forming a syllable, (opp. to, but not 
sharply divided from, consonant); letter 
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representing this, as a, e, i, o, u; neutral 
~ (heard in second syllable of cousin, 
reason, haddock); ~ gradation, = ablaut ; 
~ mutation, = umlaut ; ~ point, each of a 
set of marks indicating ~s in Hebrew & 
other Oriental languages. Hence (-)~ 
Ied2 (-Id), ~lf,ss, ~1y2, aa. [MB, f. OF 
vouel f. L vocalis (litlera) vocal (letter)] 

vow'elize, -ise (-Iz), v.t. Insert the vowels 
in (Hebrew etc., shorthand). 1-ize] 

vox, n. ~ barb’ara (anat., hot., etc.), 
hybrid or incorrectly formed word; ~ it 
praet&'rea ni'hil, a voice & nothing more 
(i.e., esp. an empty word); ~ huma’na 
(-ma-, -mah-), organ-stop with tones 
supposed to resemble human voice; ~ 
pdp'vli, the people’s voice (i.e. public 
opinion, the general verdict, popular 
belief, or rumour), [see voice] 

voy'agle, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Journey, esp. 
long one, by sea or water; broken ~e, 
unsuccessful whaling etc. ~e, 2. vb. 
Travel, traverse, by water. Hence~eABLE 
(-lja-) a., ^ER1 n. [ME, f. AF, OF veage, 
veiage, voiage f. L viaticum, see -age ; vb 
f. F voyager, or f. the n. ] 

voyageur (vwahyahzhdr'), n. Man em¬ 
ployed in transportation of goods & 
passengers between trading posts in the 
Hudson’s Bay territory; Canadian boat¬ 
man. [F] 

II vraic (vrak), n. A seaweed found in the 

Channel Islands, used for fuel and manure. 

[F dial.; cf. varec] 
vraisemblance (vrasahhb)ahhs'), n. Ap¬ 

pearance of truth, plausible appearance, 
verisimilitude. [F] 

Vul'can, n. (Rom. myth.) god of fire & 

metal-working; ~ powder, an explosive, 

[f. L Volcanus, Vu- ] 

vulcanic etc. See vol-. 

Vul'canist, n. (geol.). Holder of Plutonic 
theory, [f. F vulcaniste (vulcan, -ist) ] 

vul'canite, n. Hard vulcanized rubber, 

ebonite, [-ite1] 
vul'canizle, -is|e (-iz), v.t. Treat (rubber) 

with sulphur at high temperature to 

increase elasticity & strength & yield 

hard or soft flexible rubber. Hence ~ able 
a.. ~a'tion, ~ER1(1, 2), nn. [-IZE] 

vul'gar, a. Of, characteristic of, the com¬ 

mon people, plebeian, coarse, low, as ~ 

expressions, mind, tastes, finery, an air of 
~ prosperity, the ~ herd1, (abs.) the ~, 

the common people; in common use, 

generally prevalent, as-~ errors, supersti¬ 
tions, the ~ (national, esp. formerly as 
opp. to La.tin) tongue, ~ fraction, the ~ 

(Christian) era. Hence or cogn. ~ism(4, 2), 

vulga'riTY, nn., ~ly2 adv. [ME, f. L 

vulgaris f. vvlgus common people, see 

-ar1] 
vulgar'ian, n. Vulgar (esp. rich) person. 

[-IAN] 
vul'garizle, -is|e (-Iz), v.t. Make (person, 

manners, etc.) vulgar, infect with vul¬ 

garity; spoil (scene, sentiment, etc.) by 

making too common or frequented or well 

known. Hence ~a'tion n. [vulgar + -ize 
(3)1 

Vul'gate, n. Latin version of the Bible 
prepared by Jerome late in the 4th c.; 
(»~) traditionally accepted text of any 
author, [f. L vulgata (editio edition), fern, 
p.p. of vulgare make public (vulgus, see 
vulgar)] 

II vul'gus, n. (school sh). Greek or Latin 
verse-exercise in some schools, [prob. 
alt. f. 16th-c. vulgars = vulgar-tongue 
(i.e. English) passages for rendering into 
Latin] 

vul'ner|able, a. That may be wounded 
(lit. & fig.), susceptible of injury, not 
proof against weapon, criticism, etc.; 
(contract bridge) having won one game 
towards rubber & therefore being 
liable to higher penalties. Hence ~arai,4 
ity, ~ableNESS, nn. [f. LL vulnerabilis 
(vulnerare wound f. vulnus -eris wound, 
see -isle)] 

vul'ncrary, a. & n. (Drug, unguent, etc.) 
useful or used for healing wounds, [f. L 
vulnerarius (vulnus, see prec. & -ary1)] 

vul'p[Ine, a. Of (the nature of) a fox, so 
~Icide(1, 2) n.; crafty, cunning, [f. L 
vulpinus (twipes fox, see -ine1)] 

vul'turje, n. Kinds of large bird of prey 
with head & neck more or less bare of 
feathers feeding chiefly on carrion; (fig.) 
rapacious person. Hence or cogn. ~ine 1, 
~ISH\ ~OUS, aa., (-cher-). [ME, f. AF 
vultur, OF voltour etc., or L vultur, or L 
vulturius] 

vul'via, n. (anat.). Opening, orifice, esp. 
of female genitals. Hence ~ar1, ~ate2, 
~Iform, aa., ~it'is n., ~o- comb. form. 
[L] 

vying. See vie. 

w 
YV (dub'elydb), letter (pi. TITs, W’s). 
|| Waac (wak), n. (colloq.). Member of the 
H’omen’s Army Auxiliary Corps (orga¬ 
nized in 1917). [f. initials] 

II Waaf (waf), n. (colloq.). Member of the 
IFomen’s Auxiliary Air .Force (organized 
in 1939). [f. initials] 

wabble. See wobble. 

wac'ke (-ke), n. Kind of greyish-green or 
brownish claj* resulting from decomposi¬ 
tion of volcanic rock. [G, f. MHG wacke 
large stone ] 

wad (wbd), n., & v.t. (-dd-). 1. Small lump 
of soft material used to keep things apart 
or in place or to stuff up opening, esp. 
disc of felt etc. keeping powder or shot 
compact in gun; *roll of notes, money. 
2. v.t. Press (cotton etc.) into ~ or wad¬ 
ding; line (garment, coverlet), protect 
(person, walls, etc.), with wadding (also 
fig., as well ~ded with conceit); stop up 
(aperture, gun-barrel), keep (powder etc.) 
in place, with ~; ram (~) home. [16th c., 
of unkn. orig. ] 



wadding 1462 waif 

wa'dding (wod-), n. Spongy material usu. 
of cotton or wool used to stuff garments, 
quilts, etc., or to pack fragile ai'ticles in, 
cotton wool; material from which gun* 
-wads are made, [-ing lJ 

waddl|e (wb'dl), v.i., & n. 1. Walk with 
the rocking motion natural to fat short- 
-legged person or to bird with short legs 
set far apart as duck or goose; hence 
~ingiY2 adv. 2. n. ~ing gait, [wade 

+ -le(3)] 
wa'ddy (wfi-), n. Austrahan war-club, 

[native] 
wade, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Walk through 
water or other impeding medium as snow, 
mud, sand (also fig., as ~ through slaughter 
or blood, make one’s way by massacre 
etc.; ~ through book, read it in spite of 
dullness etc.; ~ in, colloq., intervene, 
make vigorous attack on one’s opponent.; 
~ into, colloq., attack energetically); 
ford (stream) on foot, whence wad'ABLE 

a.; wading bird, long-legged water-bird 
that ~s (opp. short-leggod web-footed 
swimmers). 2. n. Spell of wading. [OE 
wadan, OHG watan, ON vatha f. Gmc 
*wadhan cogn. w. L vadere go] 

wad'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: wading 
bird (see prec.); (pi.) high waterproof 
hoots worn in fishing, [-er1] 

wa'di, -y, (wah-), n. Rocky watercourse 
dry except in rainy season (chiefly of 
Eastern countries). [Arab, wadi] 

Wafd (-ah-), n. The extreme Nationalist 
party in Egypt. Hence ~'ist a. & n. 
[Arab. ] 

waf'er, n., & v.t. 1. Kind of very thin 
sweet honeycomb-faced biscuit now 
chiefly eaten with ices (thin as a~, v'hence 
~Y2 a.); thin disc of unleavened bread 
used in Eucharist; small disc of dried 
paste formerly used for fastening letters, 
holding papers together, etc.; disc of red 
paper stuck on law papers instead of 
seal. 2. v.t. Attach or seal with ~. [ME 
& AF wafre (= ONE waufre, F gaufre 
whence gof(f)er), f. MLG wafel, see foil.] 

wa'ffle1 (wo-), n. Small batter cake baked 
in ~-iron, special utensil, [f. Du. wafel, 
see prec. ] 

wa'ffle2 (w6-), v.i., & n. (Indulge in) con¬ 
tinual rapid chatter, twaddle, [orig. 
ur.kn.] 

waft (wah-, wo-), v.t., & n. 1. Convey (as) 
through air or over water, sweep smooth¬ 
ly & lightly along. 2. n. Single sweep of 
bird’s wing; whiff of odour; fugitive sen¬ 
sation of peace, joy, etc.; (naut., also 
weft) distress signal, e.g. ensign rolled 
or knotted or garment flown in rigging, 
[c. 1500 ‘ convoy (ship etc.) ’ back form, 
f. obs. waughter, wafter armed convoy- 
-ship, f. Du. or LG wachter f. wachten to 
guard ] 

wag1, v.t. & i. (-gg-), & n. 1, Shake (t. & 
i., of thing attached by one end, as tail) 
to & fro, oscillate, (dog ~s his tail, in sign 
of pleasure; tail was ~ging; tail ~s dog, 

least important member of society or 
section of party has control; ~ one’s 
finger at, in reproof etc.; ~ one’s head, 
in derision or amusement; beards, chins, 
jaws, tongues, are ~ging, talk going on); 
(arch., of the world, times, etc.) go along 
with varied fortune or characteristics 
(hoiv ~s the world?); ~'tail, kinds of small 
bird (grey, vied, yellow, etc., ~tail) with 
long tail in constant motion. 2. n. Single 
~ging motion (with a ~ of his tail, head, 
etc.). [ME wagge f. root of OE wagian] 

wag2, n. Facetious person, one given to 
jesting or practical jokes; || (si.) truant 
(esp. play ~ or the ~). Hence ~g'ERY (4) 
m, ~g'iSH1 a., ~g'ishLY2 adv., ~g'ish- 
ness n.,,(-gr). [prob. f. prec. ] 

wage1, n. Amount paid periodically, esp. 
by the day or week or month, for time 
during which workman or servant is at 
employer’s disposal (usu. pi. exc. in cer¬ 
tain phrr.; gets good ~s: brings his ~s 
home-, at a ~ or ~s of £10 a week-, living 
~, ~s that allow earner to live without 
fear of starvation; a fair day’s work for a 
fair day’s ~); requital (usu. pi.; the ~s of 
sin is death)-, ~ freeze; ~(s)-fund in pol. 
econ., part of community's capital de¬ 
voted to paying ~s & salaries. [ME, f. 
AF wage, OF g(u)age, see gage1, wed] 

wage2, v.t. Carry on (war, conflict). [ME 
pledge, gage, f. ONI' wagieri. wage (prec.)] 

wa'ger, n., & v.t. 1. = bet n. & v.t. 2. 
(hist.). ~ of battle, ancient form of trial 
by personal combat between parties 
or champions; ~ of law, compurgation. 

[f. AF wageure f. wager wage2 + -ure; 

-er2 (3)] 
wag'gle, v.i. & t., & n. = wag1 (hut in 
more familiar use); esp. (golf) of swinging 
club-head to & fro over ball before play¬ 
ing shot. Hence wagg'lY2 a., unsteady, 
[f. wag1 +-ie(3)] 

wag(g)'on, n. Four-wheeled vehicle for 
drawing heavy loads, often with remov¬ 
able semieylindrical tilt or cover, usu. 
drawn by two or more horses (hitch one’s 
~ to a star, utilize powers higher than 
one’s own); || open railway truck; — 
-boiler, -ceiling, -roof, -vault, shaped like 
~-tilt. [early 16th c. wagan, waghen, f. 
Du. wag(h)en, cogn. w. OE ivsegn wain] 

wag(g)'oner, n. Driver of wagon; the 
I(’~, constellation Auriga, [-er1] 

wag(g)onette', n. Four-wheeled open 
pleasure yehicle (or with removable 
cover) for one or more horses & with 
facing side seats, [-ette] 

wagon-lit (v&gawnle'), n. Sleeping-car on 
continental railway. [F] 

Waha'bi, -ee, (-hahbe), n. One of a sect 
of Mohammedan puritans following the 
letter of the Koran. [KbA-el-Wahhab, 
founder c. 1700] 

waif, n. Ownerless object or animal, thing 
cast up by or drifting in sea or brought by 
nnknow'n agency; homeless & helpless 
person, esp. unowned or abandoned child; 
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~s <£- strays, odds & ends, unowned or 
neglected children. [ME, f. AF u«iif= OF 
gaif, prob. of Scand. orig., cf. ON vcif 
something flapping or waving; see waive ] 

wail, v.i. & t„ & n. (Lament, i. & t., with) 
prolonged plaintive inarticulate usu. high- 
-pitclied cry; (fig.) lament(ation) iu words 
(often over)', (of wind etc.) sound (v. & n.) 
like person ~ing; ~ing wall, place, part 
of the Solomonic wall at Jerusalem where 
the Jews assemble to bewail the destruc¬ 
tion of the Temple. Hence ~'ful a. 
(poet.), ~'ingi,Y2 adv. [ME ; prob. f. ON 
*veila f. vei int., see woe] 

wain, n. Wagon (chiefly poet, or agricul¬ 
tural); Charles’s, Arthur’s, or the W~, 
CHARLES’S WAIN. [OE wtegen, ween, OS, 
OHG wagan, ON vagn f. Gmc *wagnaz; 
cf. WAY, WEIGH] 

w ain'scot, n., & v.t. 1. Wooden pa nelling 
or boarding on room-wall from floor to 
a limited height. 2. v.t. Line with ~, 
whence ~ing(3) n. [ME, kind of imported 
oak-wood, f. MLG wagenschot, app. f. 
wagen wagon +schot of uncert. meaning] 

waist, n. 1. Part of human body below 
ribs & above hips (large, small, of such 
circumference; long, short, ~, of such 
vertical extent). 2. Contraction marking 
this in normal figure (has no ~, of stout 
person); analogous contraction in middle 
of long object, e.g. fiddle or hour-glass. 
3. Part of ship between forecastle & 
quarter-deck. 4. Part of garment en¬ 
circling ~, band round ~ from which 
petticoats etc. may be suspended; 
•bodice. 5. ~-band, -belt, worn round ~ ; 
~-cloth, = loin-cloth-, || ~coat (was(t)'kot, 
wSs'kot), garment reaching down to ~ 
with front showing when coat is open & 
usu. without sleeves (sleeved ~cooi, with 
sleeves for extra warmth or for use with¬ 
out coat by workmen); ~-deep or -high 
aa. & adw., up to ~. Hence (-)~'ed2 a. 

(ME mast, perh. repr. OE *weest, *weahst 
(= Goth, wahstus growth), f. root of 
WAX2] 

wait1, v.i. & t. 1. Abstain from action or 
departure till some expected event occurs, 
pause, tarry, stay, kick one’s heels, be ex¬ 
pectant or on the watch, (often for, till; 
~ a minute; shall not ~ here any longer; 
kept me ~ing or mads me ~; have a month 
to ~ yet; ~ till I come, for high water or a 
fine day; everything comes to those who ~ ; 
always has to be ~ed for, is unpunctual). 
2. Await, bide, (is ~ing his opportunity, 
you must ~ my convenience; am only ~ing 
the signal). 3. Act as waiter, as servant 
shifting plates etc. at table, (are you 
accustomed to ~ing?; often at table), or 
as attendant (lord1, groom, in~ing). 4. 
Defer (meal) till someone arrives (don’t 
~ dinner for me). 5,~-a-bit [tr. Afrikaans 
wag-’n-bietjie], kinds of S.-Afr. shrub with 
hooked thorns; ~ (up)on, watch (arch.), 
await convenience of, serve as attendant 
esp. at table, pay visit to (person regarded 

Walach 

as superior), escort (arch.), (in race) pur¬ 
posely keep close behind (competitor), 
follow' as result; ~ing-room, provided for 
persons to ~ in esp. at railway-station or 
house of doctor, dentist, etc. [ME, f. AF, 
ONF waitier = OF outfitter, f. \VG 
*wahta watch, f. Gmc *wak- see wake 1 ] 

wait2, n. 1. pi. Official bands of musicians 
maintained by a city or town (hist.); 
street singers of Christmas carols. 2. Act 
or time of waiting (had a long ~ for the 
tram); watching for enemy, ambush, (lie 
in or lay ~ usu. for), [sense 1 f. ONF 
*wait, icet (= OF guail, guet) sentinel f. 
waitier (prec.); sense 2 f. prec.] 

wait'er, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.; 
man who takes & executes orders, shifts 
plates, etc., at hotel or restaurant tables, 
whence wait'rESS1 n.; tray, salver; 
DUMB 1-; TIDE—. [-ER1] 

waive, v.t. Forbear to insist on or use, 
tacitly or Implicitly relinquish or forgo, 
(right, claim, opportunity, legitimate 
plea, etc.). Hence waiv'ER3 u. (legal), 
[f. AF weyver allow to become a ‘ waif ’, 
abandon, f. weyf waif] 

wake1, v.i. & t. (past icoke, ~d; p.p. 
woken, woke). 1. Ceaso to sleep, rouse 
from sleep, (often up-, also fig., as spring 
~s all nature, nature ~s); be awake (arch, 
exc. in part, or gerund, as in his xrnking 
hours, waking or sleeping; waking dream, 
day-dream, reverie); cease or rouse from 
sloth, torpidity, inactivity, or inattention 
(usu. up\ ~ up there.'-, wants something to 
~ him up; the insult ~d his dull spirit); 
rise or raise from the dead. 2. (chiefly Ir.). 
Hold wake over. 3. Disturb (silence, 
place) with noise, make re-echo. 4. ~- 
-robin, wild arum, lords-&-ladies. [goes 
back to two OE forms: (a) strong vb 
*wacan; woe; *wacen; (b) weak vb 
wacian (cf. OS wakon, OHG wachen, -on, 
ON vaka, Goth, walcan), f. Gmc *wak-; 
see watch2] 

wake2, n. 1. Vigil commemorating church 
dedication, merry-making or fair on the 
occasion, (hist.); || (usu. pi.) annual holi¬ 
day in northern England. 2. (Ir.). 
II Watch by corpse before burial, lamenta¬ 
tions & merry-making in connexion with 
it. [partly f. OE *wacu (= OHG waeha, 
ON vaka), rel. to prec.: in ME partly 
f. prec.; sense ‘vigil’ perh. f. ON] 

wake3, n. Strip of smooth water left be¬ 
hind moving ship (in the ~ of, behind, 
following, after the example of), [f. ON 
*vaku, VQk, hole or opening in ice] 

wake'ful (-kf-), a. Unable to sleep, (of 
person’s night etc.) passed with little or 
no sleep; vigilant. Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [wake1, -ful] 

wak'en, v.t. & i. Cause to he, become, 
awake (usu. = wake up, but conveying 
less of abruptness). [OE wrnenan = ON 
vakna, Gotb. -waknan f. Gmc *wak- 
wake11 

Walach, Wall-, (wfll'ak), n. = vlach. 
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Hence Wal(l)achian (wfilak'ian) a. (of 
the ~s or of Walachia, a principality now 
forming part, of Romania) & n. (= also 
the language of the ~s). [see vlach] 

Walden'sles (wO-, -z), n. pi. Puritan sect 
in valleys of Piedmont, Dauphind, & Pro¬ 
vence, started c. 1170 & much persecuted 
in 16th & 17th cc. Hence ~ian a. & n. 
[Peter Waldo of Lyons, founder] 

wale, weal, n., & v.t. 1. Ridge raised on 
flesh by stroke of rod or whip ; il v-ale-knot 
or wall-knot, made at end of rope by inter¬ 
twining strands to prevent unravelling 
or act as stopper. 2. v.t. Raise ~ on; 
(mil., wale) weave (a hurdle or gabion). 
Hence wal'iNG1 n., liurdlework used as 
revetment. [OE walu stripe, ridge; sp. 
weal is mod. va.r., by assoc, w. obs. wheal 
pustule, suppurate, whence the mis- 
-spelling whecd ] 

Wal'er, n. (hist.). Horse imported for 
Indian army from New South Wales. 
[N.S. Wales, -er1] 

Wales (-lz), n. Principality inhabited by 
the Welsh (Prince of ~, title usu. con¬ 
ferred on heir-apparent of Great Britain). 
[OE IVealas pi. of wealh see WELSH1] 

Walhalla. See valhalla. 

walk1 (wawk), v.i. & t. 1. (Of men) pro¬ 
gress by advancing each foot alternately 
never having both off ground at once 
lheel-dr-toe ~i?ig, in which both heel & 
toe are used, as required in ~ing-races; 
~ backwards, sideways, go in those direc¬ 
tions with analogous motions; ~ over 
course or ~ over, have WALK2-over; ~ 
away from, easily out-distance), go with 
the gait usual except when speed is de¬ 
sired (~ing dictionary); (of animals) go 
with slowest gait corresponding to human 
walk. 2. Travel or go on foot (~ into 
shop, up to person, dawn hill, etc.; please 
~ in, invitation to enter; ~ up, show¬ 
man’s invitation to circus etc.; ~ out 
with, have as sweetheart; ~ about, stroll; 
~s two hours, ten miles, a day; ghost ~s, 
shows itself (see also ghost); ~ into, si., 
thrash, abuse, eat heartily of; ~ off, 
depart, esp. abruptly; ~ off or away with, 
carry off, steal; out on person, leave 
him). 3. (arch.). Live with or in specified 
principle or manner, conduct oneself, (~ 
in love, humbly, honestly, after the flesh, by 
faith, with God, etc.). 4. Perambulate, 
tread floor or surface of, (~ the streets, in 
gen. sense, also be prostitute; ~ the 
hospitals, be medical student; ~ the 
boards, be actor; ~ the plank 1; ~ the chalk, 
prove sobriety to police etc. by ~ing 
straight between chalked lines), whence 
~'able (wawk-) a. 5. Cause to ~ with 
one, have ~ing-race with, (~ horse, when 
riding or driving or leading it; policeman 
~ed the man off-. Smith will ~ Jones for 
£100 a side; you have ~ed me off my legs, 
tired out). 6. (Of farmer etc.) take charge 
of (hound puppy). 7. ~ie-talkie (wawkT- 
-tawk'I) n., small transmitting and receiv¬ 

ing radio set carried on the person ; ~ing1 
chair, = ao^eart; ~ing2 delegate, trade- 
-union official who visits sick members, 
interviews employers, etc.; ~ing 1-dress, 
for outdoor wear; ~ing2-fem, N.-Amer. 
kind with slender-tipped fronds that bow 
down to ground & take root; ~ing2 
gentleman, lady, actor, actress, of part 
requiring good presence but no skill; 
~ing2-leaf, insect imitating leaf; ~ing1- 
-papers or -ticket, si., dismissal; ||~ING1- 
-stick, carried in ~ing; ~ING1 -tour, 
pleasure journey on foot. [OE wealcan 
roll, toss, wander, wealcian muffle up, 
corresp. to OHG u-alchan, (M)Du., (M)LG 
u-alken to full, cudgel, ON valka drag 
about1 

walk2 (wawk), n. Walking gait, person’s 
action in walking, (see prec.,; go at, never 
gets beyond, a ~ ; know him a mile off by 
his ~); excursion on foot, stroll, con¬ 
stitutional, (go for, take, a ~; across the 
hills from X to Z is a good ~ ; —over, race 
in which from absence or inferiority of 
competitors winner can go at a ~ if lie 
chooses, easy victory); person's favourite 
walking ground, round of hawker etc., 
place or track intended or suitable for 
strollers or foot-passengers, promenade, 
colonnade, footpath, (rope-~ ; siieep-~ ; 
~ of life, calling, profession, occupation); 
*~-out, workmen’s strike; *~'way: 
passage for walking along, esp. one 
connecting different sections of a building; 
wide path in garden etc. [ME, f. prec.] 

wa'lker (wawk-), n. In vbl senses; esp.: 
I! shop— ; street— ; (class-name for) bird 
such as common fowl that neither flies 
nor swims, also bird that does not hop 
but walks on alternate feet, [-er1] 

Walkyrie. See valkyr. 

wall (wawl), n., & v.t. 1. Continuous & 
usu. vertical & solid structure of stones, 
bricks, concrete, timber, etc., narrow in 
proportion to length & height serving to 
enclose (partly) or protect or divide off 
town, house, room, field, etc., surface of 
inner side(s) of room, (party or partition 
~, separating two rooms, houses, fields, 
etc.; ~ of partition, fig., line of division, 
gulf; blank without door or gate or 
window, also without decoration; run 
one’s head against a ~, attempt impossi¬ 
bilities; see through brick ~, have miracu¬ 
lous insight; ~s have ears, eavesdroppers 
are or may be about; ivith one’s back to 
the ~, brought to bay, fighting alone 
against odds; RETAlNin^ ~). 2. Something 
resembling ~ in appearance or effect 
(mountain ~, line of steep hills; ~ of armed 
men, fire, bayonets, protection or obstacle 
consisting of these; cell-~, ~s of the chest 
etc., enclosing tissue or framework in 
hot. or anat.; hanging, foot-, ~, in mining, 
upper, lower, rock enclosing lode). 3. 
(Position next) ~ as opp. gutter side of 
street footpath (give one the ~, allow him 
cleaner and safer part in passing; take 
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tlic — of, refuse tills courtesy to). 4. Side 
as opp. centre of road (the iveakest goes to 
the ~, is pushed aside, gets the worst in 
competition). 5. ~ -creeper, kinds of bird; 
—-cress, kinds of plant growing in stony 
places; —-/em, common polypody; —- 
flower, yellow-flowered plant growing 
wild on old —s, fragrant spring garclen- 
-plant withusu. orange or brown clustered 
flowers, (colloq.) woman sitting out dances 
for lack of partners; —-fruit, of trees 
fastened against — for protection & 
warmth; || ~ game, an Eton form of foot¬ 
ball ; —painting, on ~ usu. of room, 
esp. fresco; —'paper, for pasting over 
room—s, freq. with decorative printed 
patterns; pepper, kind of stonecrop ; 
~-plate, timber laid in or on ~ to distri¬ 
bute pressure of girder etc.; —rue, small 
fern growing on ~s & rocks; ~-washer, 
plate used with tie-rod in supporting 
shaky ~ ; hence —-less (wawl-1) a. 6. v.t. 
Provide or protect with — (esp. in p.p., as 
—ed toums); block up aperture etc. with 
~• [OE wall = OFris. ical, OS wal(l), f. L 
vallum rampart] 

walla(h) (wbl'a), n. (Anglo-Ind.). Person 
or thing employed about or concerned 
with something, -man, (box2—; com¬ 
petition—, Indian civilian appointed by 
competitive examination; punkah—, 
servant who works punkah), [f. Hind. 
-wold suf. = -ER1^)] 

wa'llaby (wb-), n. Kinds of smaller 
kangaroo; on the — (track), on tramp, 
unemployed; (ph, colloq.) Australians. 
[Austral. ] 

Wallach. See walach. 

wallardo' (w5-), n. Kinds of larger kan¬ 
garoo. [Austral.] 

wa'liet (wo-), n. (Arch.) bag for carry¬ 
ing personal necessaries, food, etc., on 
journey, esp. pilgrim’s or beggar’s scrip; 
small leather case holding repairing tools 
for bicycle etc., fishing-kit, papers, or 
other small articles; flat case for holdiug 
bank-notes etc. [ME walet, of unkn. orig. ] 

wall-eye (wawl'i), n. Appearance of whit¬ 
ish opacity of eye caused by injury or 
disease; (loosely) eye showing abnormal 
amount of white owing to squint etc., or 
large & glaring as in some fishes, [back 
formation f. foil.] 

wall-eyed (wawl'id), a. Having wall-eye. 
[f. ON vagl-eygr (vagi unexpl., auga eye)] 

|| wall-knot. See wale. 

Walloon', n. & a. 1. Member, language 
(a French dialect), of people scattered in 
Belgium & neighbouring parts of France. 
2. adj. Of the —s or in their language, [f. 
F Wallon f. med. L Wallonem f. Gmc 
*u;alh, see welsh1; cf. vlach] 

wa'llop (w5-), v.t., & n. (si.). 1. Thrash, 
beat, hide; (part.) big, strapping, thump¬ 
ing. 2. n. A heavy blow; (si.) beer. 
Hence —ing Hi) n. [earlier senses gallop, 
boil, f. ONF waloper, f. Frank, wola lopan; 
see gallop] 

wallow (wdl'o), v.i., & n. 1. Roll about in 
mud, sand, water, etc. (— in money, be 
very rich); take swinish or gross delight 
in sensuality etc. 2. n. Place to which 
buffaloes etc. resort to —. [OE wealwian 
roll, cf. Goth, walwjan; cogn. w. L 
volvere ] 

Wa'llsend (wawlz-), n. Kind of superior 
house-coal orig. from ~ on Tyne. 

Wall Street (wawl), n. (Used for) the 
New York money-market, [street in 
New York] 

wa'lnut (wawl-), n. (Kinds of tree yield¬ 
ing) delicate-flavoured nut in pair of 
similar boat-shaped shells (over the —s 
& the urine, at dessert); timber of —-tree 
used in cabinet-making & for gunstocks. 
[OE walhhnutu f. wealh foreign +nut; cf. 
welsh 1) 

Walpur'gis-night (vahlpoorgis-nil), n. 
Eve of 1st May, when witches meet at the 
Brocken or elsewhere & hold revels with 
the devil. [Walpurgis, female saint of 
8th c. ] 

wa'lrus (wawl-, wbl-), n. Kinds of large 
amphibious arctic long-tusked mammal 
related to seal, morse, sea-horse, [prob. 
f. Du. icalrus, -ros, peril, w. metath., after 
walvisch, f. wd repr. by OE horslmeel, 
O N hross hvalr ] 

waltz (wawlts, wawls). n& v.i. 1. Dance, 
or music for it, in triple time with graceful 
flowing melody & one harmony in each 
line. 2. v.i. Dance —; dance in, out, 
round, etc., in joy etc.; hence —'er1 

(wawls-) n. [f. G walzer (walzen revolve)] 
wampee' (wo-), n. (Tree yielding) grape¬ 
like fruit grown in China & E. Indies. 
[Chin. (hwang yellow, pi skin)] 

wa'mpum (wo-), n. Beads made from 
shells & strung for money or decoration 
by N.-Amer. Indians, [f. N.-Amer. Ind. 
wampumpeag (wompi white, -ampi string)] 

wan (won), a. Pale, colourless, bloodless, 
looking worn or exhausted, (chiefly of 
persons or their complexion or look, or 
of sky or light); (arch., of night, water, 
etc.) dark, black. Hence — 'ly2 adv., 
—'ness (-n-n-) n. [OE warm, worm, dark, 
black, of unkn. orig. ] 

wand (wo-), n. Slender rod for carrying in 
hand or setting in ground as temporary 
mark (chiefly now of conjurer’s or music 
conductor’s baton, or of staff symbolizing 
some officials’ authority). [ME, f. ON 
*vandur, vQndr, = Goth, wandus, prob. 
f. wend-, wand-, see wend1, wind3] 

wa'nder (wo-), v.i. & t. 1. Rove, stroll, go 
from country to country or from place to 
place without settled route or destina¬ 
tion, (—ing Jew, supposed to be still living 
from when Christ said ‘ Thou shalt — 
on the earth till I return ’ as punishment 
for an insult, also person who never 
settles down, also kinds of climbing 
plant; — ing cell, abscess, kidney, etc., 
moving about, normally or abnormally 
attached to place in body; — ing sailor, 
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kinds of climbing plant), whence ~er 1 
(W<3-) n. 2. Stray, diverge from the right 
way lit. or fig., got lost, depart from 
home. 3. Talk or think irrelevantly or 
disconnectedly or incoherently, stray 
from subject in hand, be inattentive or 
delirious, (his wits are ~ing; ~s in his 
talk). 4. Traverse desultorily (you may ~ 
the world, or usu. the world through, & not 
find such another). Hence ~ing1(1) n. 
(usu. pi.), ~ingLY2 adv., (w<5-). [OE 
wandrian f. Gmc *wand- + -ers, see prec.; 
cf. MHG wandern \ 

ivanderlust (vahn'derlobst), n. Eager 
desire or fondness for travelling or wan¬ 
dering. JG ] 

wanderoo' (wo-), n. Kind of Ceylon 
monkey. [Sinhalese wanderu] 

wane, v.i., & n. 1. Decrease in size or 
splendour like moon after the full, lose 
power or vigour or importance or repute, 
decline. 2. n. Process of waning (esp. is 
on the ~, declining). [OE wanian = OS 
wanon, OIIO -on, -en, ON vana f. Gmc 
*icano- lacking, see want 1 ] 

||wangl[e (wang'gl), v.t., & n. (si.). 1. 
Secure (favour, desired result) by plausi¬ 
bility or management or other dubious 
means; show in the desired light, cook, 
fake, (report etc.). 2. n. Act of ~ing. 
[orig. unkn.; first recorded (1888) as 
printers’ si. ] 

|| wanion (won'yon), n. With a ~ (to), im¬ 
precation (arch.), [var. of waniand part, 
of wane (waning moon = unlucky hour) ] 

want1 (w6-, wah-), n. Lack, absence, 
deficiency, of (ship rotting for ~ of paint; 
shows great ~ of thought, care., sense, 
judgement)-, need of, need of sustenance, 
poverty, (is in ~ of money, a servant, etc.; 
living in the direst ~; ~ is a severe but 
efficient teacher); desire for thing as neces¬ 
sary to life or happiness or success or 
completion (whence ~'less a.), thing 
so desired, (a. man of few ~s; super¬ 
fluities soon became ~s; is, supplies, a 
felt ~; can supply your ~s). [ME, f. ON 
vant neut. of vanr lacking = OE wan, 
Goth, wans, f. Gmc *tcana-, soe wane] 

want2 (w5-, wah-), v.i. & t. 1. Be without 
or deficiently supplied with, fall short 
of, fall short by (specified amount) of speci¬ 
fied limit, (part.) lacking in quality or 
unequal to requirements or absent or 
deficient or (orig. dial.) lacking in intelli¬ 
gence, (~s, is ~ing in, judgement; fortu¬ 
nately ~s the power to do it; what v;a,s 
~ing, what we unfortunately ~ed, was the 
will; ~s something of perfection; be found 
~ing, or ~ing to the occasion, one’s duty, 
etc.; head of statue is ~ing; statue ~s the 
head; infinitive ~ing, verb has none; ~s 
half a minute of the hour, an inch of the 
regulation measurement). 2. Be in want 
(for; let him ~ for nothing; must not be 
allowed to ~). 3. Require (tiling, -ing, 
to be -eel, to do; boy ~s the whip, whip¬ 
ping, to be whipped, to feel the whip; it 

~s careful handling). 4. Desire, wish 
for possession or presence of, (to do, 
thing, person; don’t ~ to go; I ~ some 
sugar, it done, you to try; call me if I am 
~ed; is ~ed by the police, of suspected 
criminal etc.; lell Jones I ~ him, send 
him to me). [ME, f. ON vanla (prec.)] 

wa'ntiilg (wo-, wah-), quasi- prep. With¬ 
out, minus, less, (~ common Itonesly, no¬ 
thing can be done; made a century ~ one 
run). [-ING2; use of part, either abs., cf. 
notwithstanping, or in ordinary agree¬ 
ment ] 

wa'nton (wo-), a., n., & v.i. 1. Sportive, 
gambolling, playful, irresponsible, cap¬ 
ricious, (~ child, kid, wind, mood); 
luxuriant, unrestrained, wild, (~ growth, 
ringlets, prof usion); licentious, unchaste, 
lewd, (a ~ woman; ~ thoughts); motive¬ 
less, serving no purpose, raudom, arbi¬ 
trary , (~ mischief, destruction); hence ~ly2 

adv., ~ness n. 2. u. Unchaste woman 
or rarely man; (rare) playful child. 3. 
v.i. Sport, gambol, move capriciously; 
(rare) act lasciviously. [ME wantowen f. 
wan + to wen (cf. obs. wanhope despair), f. 
OE logen p.p. of leon draw, educate; cf. G 
ungezogen] 

wap. See whop. 

wa'pentake (w6-), n. (Old name in 
Yorkshire and some other shires for) 
hundred or division of shire. [OE 
ivwpengeteec f. O N vapnatak (vcipn weapon, 
toe taking f. taka, take) ] 

wa'plti (w6-), n. N.-Amer. stag resemb¬ 
ling red deer but larger, [f. Amer.-Ind. 
wapitik white deer] 

II Wappens(c)haw(wah'penshaw),n. (Sc.). 
(Hist.) periodical muster & inspection of 
men under arms in a particular district; 
(mod.) rifle-meeting, [f. wapen obs. form 
of weapon + schaw show' (n.)] 

war1 (w<5r), n. 1. Quarrel usu. between 
nations conducted by force, state of open 
hostility, & suspension of ordinary inter¬ 
national law, prevalent during such quar¬ 
rel, military or naval attack or series of 
attacks, (fig.) hostility or contention be¬ 
tween persons, (civil ~, between parts 
of one nation for supremacy; cold ~, 
unfriendly relations between nations 
characterized by hostile propaganda & 
attempted economic sabotage; ~ of 
nerves, attempt to wear down opponent 
by gradual destruction of morale, opp. 
shoot 'ing ~; private ~, feud between 
persons or families carried on in defiance 
of laws of murder etc., or armed attack 
made by members of one State without 
government sanction upon another; holy 
~, waged in support of some religious 
cause; total ~; make or wage ~, begin or 
carry on hostile operations; declare ~, 
announce that hostilities may be ex¬ 
pected, often upon another nation, also 
fig. upon institution, party, custom, etc.; 
so declaration of ~ ; drift into ~; be at ~, 
engaged in hostilities with enemy or abs., 
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also fig.; roll back tide of —, repel in¬ 
vasion; go to the —s, arch., serve as 
soldier; carry the — into the enemy’s 
country, (fig.) make counter-accusations 
etc., not confine oneself to defence; has 
been in the —s, usu. fig. of person who 
has been mauled physically or otherwise; 
on a — footing, of army, fleet, etc., with 
full establishment; ~ to the knife, struggle 
to the bitter end usu. between persons; 
Secretary of State for War, also Secretary 
for War, War Secretary, II parliamentary 
head of War Office; art of strategy & 
tactics; trade of —, soldier's profession; 
sinews of —, money etc. for waging ~ or 
for effecting any object; tug, contraband, 

COUNCIL, HONOUR 1S, of MAN1-o/-~; 

laics of those recognized by civilized 
nations as limiting belligerents’ action; 
rights of —, those similarly permitting to 
belligerents certain acts illegitimate in 
peace; the dogs of —, poet., havoc attend¬ 
ing ~; —s & rumours of —s, prevalence 
of the appeal to force among nations; ~ 
of the elements, storms & catastrophes in 
nature; all’s fair2 in love & —). 2. ~ 

baby, illegitimate child attributable to ~ 
conditions; —cloud, position of inter¬ 
national affairs that threatens ~ ; ~ -cry, 
phrase or name formerly shouted in 
charging or rallying to attack, party 
catchword, savages’ battle-shout; ~- 
-dance, indulged in by savages before ~ ; 
~-game, = kriegspiel; — -god, one wor¬ 
shipped as giving victory in ~, esp. the 
Greek Ares or Roman Mars; —-head, 
explosive head of torpedo or similar 
weapon; ~-horse, charger (arch. & poet, 
exc. in phr. like an old ~-horse, of person 
excited by memories of abandoned pur¬ 
suit or controversy); ~-lord (derog.), 
military commander (esp. of William II 
of Germany, & of Chinese civil-war 
generals); monger, one who seeks to 
bring about ~; || War Office, State depart¬ 
ment in charge of army; — -paint, put on 
body by savages before battle, (fig.) cere¬ 
monial costume, full fig ;—-path, (route of) 
warlike expedition of Amer. Indians (be, 
go, on the—path, fig., bo engaged in, enter 
upon, any conflict, havo taken, take, up 
the cudgels); —'ship, for use in ~ ; —song, 
sung by savages before battle, also any 
song on martial theme; —-whoop, yell esp. 
of Amer. Indians in charging; '-'-worn, 
experienced in or damaged or exhausted 
by ~. [late OE werre f. AF, ONF werre 
(OF guerre) f. WG *iverra (cf. OHG rcerra 
confusion, strife, OS, OHG werran em¬ 
broil), f. Gmc *werz-, *wers- (worse)] 

war2 (w<5r), v.i. & t. (-rr-). Make war 
(arch.); bring or beat down by war; 
(part.) rival, competing, inconsistent, 
(—ring creeds, principles). [ME, f. prec.] 

war'blle1 (wdl-), v.i. & t., & n. 1. Sing 
(i. & t.) in gentle continuous trilling 
manner (esp. of birds, also of person or 
sound); speak, utter, in manner sug¬ 

gestive of bird’s song; relate in verse. 
2. n. ~ed song etc.; ~ing voice (spoke in 
a ~e). [ME, f. ONF werble(r) f. WG f. 
Gmc *hwerbh- revolve, see whirl] 

war'ble2 (wdr-), n. Hard lump on horse's 
back from galling of saddle; (tumour 
produced by) larva of gadfly, [orig. obsc.; 
cf. MSw. varbulde boil (var pus, bulde 
tumour) ] 

war'bler (wdl-), n. In vbl senses; esp., 
many kinds of small bird including 
nightingale, wrhitethroat, and chiff-chaff, 
some not remarkable for song, [-er1] 

ward1 (wdfd), n. I. Act of guarding or 
defending place etc. (now only in keep 
watch dr —). 2. Guard or parry in fencing 
(arch.). 3. Confinement, custody, guar¬ 
dian’s control, (arch.; is under —; pul 
him in —; to whom the child is in —). 
4. Minor under care of guardian or Court 
of Chancery. 5. Administrative division 
of city. 6. Separate room or division in 
prison (condemned etc. ~) or hospital 
(isolation etc. ~) || or workhouse (casual 
etc. ~). 7. pi. Notches & projections in 
key and lock designed to prevent opening 
by wrong key. 8. —-mote (hist.), meeting 
of city ~ [OE mot meeting]; —’room, in 
warship for commissioned officers below 
commanding officer. [OE iceard, OS 
iward, OHG wart, ON vgrthr, Goth, -wards, 
f. Gmc *wardh- extended form of *war- 
ware2’3; cf. guard 1 ] 

ward2 (word), v.t. Have in keeping, 
protect, (chiefly now of God); parry 
(blow, often off), keep off (danger, poverty, 
etc.). [OE weardian, OS -on, OHG 
warten, ON vartha, f. Gmc *wardh- 
(prec.)] 

-ward(s) (-ward, -dz), suf. repr. OE 
-weard, primarily forming adjj., w. sense 
‘having a specified direction’, corresp. 
to OS -ward, OHG -wart, f. Gmc *-wardha- 
f. *wardh-, *werlh- to turn, cogn. w. L 
verlere (of. versus). OE adjj. in -weard usu. 
denoted direction of movement. They 
could be used adv. in the acc., or in the 
gen. case (-weardes (now -wards): see -F.s). 
The suf. was occas. attached to a plir. 
consisting of a n. or pron. governed by a 
prep., e.g. to Lundene weard ‘to Eondon- 
ward(s)’, wh. survives in arch, use, as in 
‘to us-ward’. On the anal, of such 
compds after loss of to (e.g. heavenward, 
for to heavenward) the suf. has been added 
to nn. (Godward, earthward) esp. in lit. use. 
-ward. & -wards are so nearly svn. that 
no hard & fast rules can be given for 
their use; it is largely a matter of idiom 
& euphony; e.g. -wards is required when 
manner is indicated as well as direction of 
movement, as to walk backwards; we say 
a forward (adj.) movement, to come forward 
(adv.) but it is moving fonvards, not back¬ 
wards. As living suff., -ward & -wards 
form extempore adjj. & advv., freq. more 
or less joc., as bankwards, bedward, Perth- 
wards. 
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war'den1 (vvcTr-), n. Watchman, sentinel, 
(arch.); member of civilian organization 
for assisting the civil population in air 
raids; guardian, president, governor, of 
(in obs. or existent titles, as W~ of the 
Marches, Merton College etc., the Cinque 
Ports), whence~ship n. [ME, f. AF, ONF 
wardein, var. of OF guarden(e) guardian] 

war'den2 (wdr-), n. Kind of cooking pear. 
[ME, of unkn. orig. ] 

war'der (w<5f-), n. II Sentinel (arch.); 
II gaoler, whence war'drESS1 (wdr-) n.; 
(hist.) staff of authority carried by king 
or commander & occas. used to give 
signals. [ME, f. AF wardere, -our f. 
warder = OF guarder guard2, see -or] 

War'dour Street (weirder), n. A London 
street formerly noted for antique & 
imitation-antique furniture (~ English, 
affectedly archaic) but now given over 
esp. to the film trade; (used for) the film 
trade. 

ward'robe (wbi'-), n. Place where clothes 
are kept, esp. large cabinet or movable 
cupboard with pegs, shelves, etc.; per¬ 
son’s stock of clothes; ~ dealer, dealer in 
second-hand clothes; ~ mistress, one 
who has charge of the professional ~ of 
an actor or actress, or of a theatrical 
company; ~ trunk (fitted with drawers, 
coat-hangers, etc., & designed to stand 
on end, serving as ~). [ME, f. warderobe, 
ONF var. of OF garderobe (guard2, 

robe)] 

war'dship (wdi’-), n. Tutelage, guardian’s 
care, (under ~; has the ~ of), [ward1, 

-ship] 

ware1, n. 1. Things manufactured for 
sale, esp. pottery of any kind (otherwise 
usu. in comb., as iiard~, tin~); (pi.) 
articles that person etc. has for sale (usu. 
his etc. ~s); (with distinctive epithet) 
kind of manufactured material esp. pot¬ 
tery, named from inventor, place of 
manufacture, or some characteristic 
(Wedgwood, Delft or Delf, black, etc., ~, 
kinds of pottery; Tunbridge ~, inlaid 
wood). 2. ~'house (-s) n., building in 
which goods are stored, bonded, or dis¬ 
played for sale, repository, wholesale or 
large retail store; ~'ftouse (-z) v.t., store 
(esp. furniture or bonded goods) tem¬ 
porarily in respository; houseman, 
owner of repository. [OE waru, MDu., 
MLG, MHG ware, ON vara] 

ware2, pred. a. (poet.). Aware. [OE weer, 
OS war, ON varr, Goth warsf. Gmc *war-, 
cf. WARD1] 

ware3 (wor, war), v.t. (Imperat.) look out 
for, be cautious about, (~ hounds, ivire, 
trays!\ esp. in hunting-field); (colloq., 
usu. imperat.) decline to have anything 
to do with, bar, avoid, fight shy of. [OE 
warian, OS -on, OHG -on f. Gmc *war- 
(prec 0] 

war'fare (wot-), n. State of war, campaign¬ 
ing, being engaged in war, (after long ~; 
his~ is over), [f. war1 + fare2] 

war'like (wor-), a. Martial, fond of or 
skilful in war; military, of or for war, (~ 
preparations); bellicose, threatening war. 
[ME; -like ) 

war'lock (wok-), n. (arch.). Sorcerer, 
wizard. [OE wser-loga = OS war-logo, 
prob. f. weer covenant (OHG wdra truth) 
+ loga liar ] 

warm1 (worm), a. & n. 1. Hottish, of or 
at rather high temperature, (hot, ~, tepid, 
cool, cold; ~ water, weather, countries; — 
blood, that of mammals & birds ranging 
from 98° to 112° F., also fig. passionate or 
amorous or emotional disposition, whence 
~-bloodED3 (-lud-) a.; (of persons etc.) 
having temperature of skin raised by 
exercise or excitement or external heat. 
2. (Of clothes etc.) serving to keep one 
~. 3. (Of friendly relations or actions or 
agents) enthusiastic, hearty, zealous, (a 
~ partisan, friend, welcome, reception ; ~ 
thanks). 4. Animated, heated, exciting 
or excited, in or resulting from sanguine 
or offended or indignant or unreserved 
mood, (when ~ with wine; the dispute 
or disputants grew ~; ~ work, keen or 
dangerous conflict). 5. (Of position etc.) 
difficult or dangerous to maintain or meet 
(a ~ corner, hot part of battle etc.; so 
~ reception ; make it or things ~ for one, 
create strong feeling against him). 6. (Of 
feelings etc.) sympathetic, emotional, 
affectionate, susceptible, (has a ~ heart, 
whence —heartED2 (-hart-) a., —heart- 
edLY2 adv., '—heart'edNESs n.; a ~ 
temperament, susceptible esp. to amorous 
impressions; ~ descriptions etc., intended 
to appeal to amorous feelings, indelicate). 
7. (Of colour) suggestive of ~th, esp. con¬ 
taining rich reds or yellows. 8. (Of scent 
in hunting) fresh & strong, indicating 
recent passage of quarry; (of seeker in 
children’s hiding games etc.) near the 
object sought, on verge of finding. 9. 
(colloq.). (Of person) comfortably off, 
rich. 10. (Of official etc.) no longer 
strange, comfortably established, in 
office. 11. n. Something esp. British 

Hence ~'ly2 adv., '-th1 n., (wdi--). 
[OE wearm, OS, OHG warm, ON varmr 
f. Gmc *warmaz, prob. cogn. w. L formus, 
Gk thermos, Skr. gharma] 

warm2 (worm), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Make 
warm, excite, (fire ~s room, person, etc.; 
wine to ~ the heart; ~ oneself at fire etc.; 
~ person or his jacket, thrash him, whence 
^'inq1 n., si.); ~ oneself at fire etc.; be¬ 
come warm or animated or sympathetic 
(often up; room is ~ing up; he ~ed up 
or ~ecZ as he got into his subject; my heart 
~s to him); -—mg-pan, flat closed long- 
-liandled usu. brass vessel holding live 
coals formerly used for ~ing inside of 
bed before it was occupied, (fig.) person 
holding office temporarily to keep it for 
another not yet of age etc.; hence (-)~F,R1 
(2) n. 2. n. Act of ~ing oneself or some¬ 
thing (must have, give it, another ~ first). 
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[OE werman (= OS wermian, OHG -en, 
Goth, -jan), f. Gmc “warm- (prec.)] 

warn (worn), v.t. Give notice to, put 
on guard, caution, admonish, (person 
of danger or consequences or future or 
unknown present circumstance, against 
person or thing or doing, that something 
impends or must be reckoned with, that 
he is neglecting or has neglected to do 
something, to do, or abs.). Hence ~- 
ingLY3 adv. [OE war(c)nian, wearnian, 
OHG warnon, f. Gmc *war- WARE2] 

war'ning (wdr-), n. In vbl senses (take ~, 
have one’s caution excited, mentally 
register danger etc., act on a ~); also or 
esp.: thing that serves to warn (palpita¬ 
tion is a ~ of heart trouble ; let this be a ~ to 
y.ou)\ give (master, servant) announce 
that employment is to terminate in 
specified (e.g. a month’s) time, [-ing1] 

warp1 (worp), v.t. & i. 1. Make or become 
crooked or perverted, change from 
straight or right or natural state, bias, 
(sun had ~ed the boards; seasoned timber 
does not ~ ; hardship ~ed his disposition; 
judgement -~ed by self-interest). 2. (naut.). 
Haul (ship) in some direction by rope 
attached to fixed point, progress thus. 
3. Fertilize by inundating with warp2. 

[OE weorpan throw, OS werpan, OHG 
iverfan, ON verpa, Goth, ivairpan, f. Gmc 
*werp-, *warp-, *wurp-] 

warp3 (worp), fi. 1. Threads stretched 
lengthwise in loom to be crossed by weft. 
2. Rope used in towing or warping. 
3. Crooked state produced in timber etc. 
by uneven shrinking or expansion; (fig.) 
perversion or perverse inclination in 
mind. 4. Sediment or alluvial deposit, 
esp. that left by turbid water kept 
standing on poor land. [OE wearp, OHG 
warf, ON varp, f. Gmc *warp- (prec.)] 

wa'rrant1 (w6-), n. 1. Thing that bears 
person out in or authorizes action (have no 
~ for what you do; his promise or order, 
our strength, is our ~; I will be your 
~; with the ~ of a good conscience). 
2. Voucher, written authorization to 
receive money (dividend, treasury, ~), 
carry out arrest or distress (a ~ is out 
against him), represent principal in law¬ 
suit (~ of attorney), etc. 3. Certificate 
from War Office or Admiralty or Air 
Ministry (cf. commission) held by — 
-officer (between commissioned officers Sc 
N.C.O.s, as gunner, boatswain, sergeant- 
-major). [ME, f. ONF warant, -and, var. 
of OF g(u)arant, -and, f. subst. use of 
part of WG *waren to warrant] 

wa'rrant2 (wb-), v.t. Serve as warrant 
for, justify, (nothing can~ such insolence), 
whence ~able a., (also, of a stag) of an 
age to be hunted (5 or 6 years); = guaran¬ 
tee v., esp. in sense answer for genuineness 
etc. of (goods; ~ecZ pure etc., to be so), & 
in I or I’ll ~ (you) usu. parenthet. = no 
doubt, whence ~er\ ~or, ~ee' (one to 
whom warranty is given), nn., (w5-). [ME, 

wash 

f. warantir, -dir, dial. var. of OF g(v)aran- 
tir, -dir, f. com.-Rom. f. prec.] 

wa'rranty (w5-), n. Authority or justi¬ 
fication (usu. for doing or saying or 
supposing); (law) express or implied 
undertaking on vendor’s part that thing 
sold is vendor’s & is fit for use or fulfils 
specified conditions, [f. AF (OF) waran- 
tie, dial. var. of guarantie (guaranty*), f. 
warant warrant 1 ] 

wa'rren (wb-), n. Piece of ground in which 
rabbits are preserved or abound (like 
rabbits in a~, of thick population). [ME, 
f. AF, ONF warenne (OF garenne), f. 
Gmc *war- (ware3)] 

wa'rrior (wb-), n. Distinguished or 
veteran soldier (rhet., poet.); member of 
any of the fighting services (the Unknoivn 
IF~, or Soldier, unidentified body of one 
killed in the 1914-18 war selected for 
public burial as symbolizing his country’s 
sacrifice); (attrib., of nation etc.) martial; 
(of savages) fighting man; ~ ant, of kinds 
that make slaves of other species. [ME, 
f. werreior etc., ONF var. of OF guerreior 
etc., f. werreier, guerreier, f. com. Rom. f. 
WG *werra war1] 

wart (wdl't), n. Small hardish excrescence 
on skin caused by abnormal growth of 
papillae (paint one with his ~s, without 
concealment of blemishes), similar lump 
on stem etc. of plant; ~-grass, -weed, 
-wort, kind of spurge with juice used to 
cure ~s; ~-hog, kinds of African large- 
-headed swine with ~y lumps on face. 
Hence ~'Y3 a. [OE ivearte, OS warta, 
OHG warza, ON varta f. Gmc *warton] 

war'ly, a. Given to caution, habitually 
on the look-out, circumspect; cautious 
of do ing; showing, done with, caution. 
Hence ~Ily2 adv., ~iness n. [f. ware3 

+ -y2] 
was. See be. 

wash1 (w5-), v.t. & i. 1. Cleanse with 
liquid (~ one’s face etc., oneself, or any 
object; ~ thing out, clean its inside; ~ 
one’s dirty linen; ~ one’s hands, fig., 
decline responsibility usu. of), (fig.) purify 
(~ me throughly from mine iniquity); take 
(stain, dirt, etc.) out or off or away by 
~ing; ~ up (plates etc., or usu. abs.), clean 
table utensils after use; (abs.) ~ oneself 
or esp. one’s (face &) hands (must ~ be¬ 
fore dinner), ~ clothes (~es for a living). 
2. (Of coloured material or dye) bear 
~ing without loss of colour (won’t ~, 
fig. of argument etc., stand examination), 
whence ~'ing2 (w5-) a.; ~ed out, (fig.) 
enfeebled, limp, demoralized, esp. as 
effect of dissipation. 3. Moisten (roses 

with dew); (of riyer, sea, etc.) touch 
(coast, hank, country) with its -waters. 
4. (Of moving liquid) carry along in 
specified direction (chiefly in pass.; a 
leave ~ed him overboard; was ~ed up by 
the sea; beef ~ed down with ale); denude 
(sea—ed cliffs); scoop out (water had ~ed 
a channel); go splashing or sweeping over, 
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along, out, in, or into. 5. Sift (ore) by 
action of water. 6. Brush thin coating of 
watery colour over (paper in water-colour 
or sepia painting, wall), coat (inferior 
metal) thinly with gold etc. Hence ~- 
able (wO-) a. [OE wmscan, OS, OHG 
wascan, ON vaska, f. Gmc Huaskan f. 
*waiskan f. root *wat- as in water] 

wash2 (wh-), n. 1. Washing or being 
washed (give it a good —; must get a — ; the 
—, treatment at laundry, as send the linen 
to the —); quantity of clothes just (to 
be, being) washed. 2. Visible or audible 
motion of agitated water, esp. waves 
caused by passage of vessel. 3. Soil swept 
off by water, alluvium. 4. Kitchen water 
& scraps given to pigs. 5. Thin or weak 
or inferior liquid food (this soup, lea, 
claret,ismere—); (fig.) twaddle, wishwash. 
6. Liquid for spreading over surface to 
cleanse or heal or colour, lotion, cosmetic; 
thin coating of water-colour, wall-colour¬ 
ing, or metal, [f. prec. ] 

wash- (w<5-), comb, form of wash1- 2, 

often = & used as substitute for washlng1 : 
II ~-basin; ~-board, of ribbed wood for use 
in scrubbing clothes at wash, also board 
attached to gunwale, port, etc., to prevent 
water from washing in, also board skirt¬ 
ing bottom of room-wall; — -boiler, 
clothes-washing cauldron; ~-bottle, ap¬ 
paratus for purifying gases etc. by pas¬ 
sage tlirough liquid; —-bowl; —-cloth, 
piece of linen etc. used in washing dishes 
etc.; —-day, on which clothes are washed; 
|| —-hand-basin; \\—-hand-stand, piece of 
furniture with toilet utensils; —-house, 
laundry; ~-leather, chamois or similar 
leather; '-'-out, breach in railway or road 
track caused by flood, heavy rainfall, 
etc., (si.) complete failure, fiasco, (si.) 
useless or inefficient person; ~-pot (arch, 
exc. of pot with melted tin for final 
dipping of tinplate); *—rag, ~-cloth; 
*—-room, lavatory; —-stand, - —-hand¬ 
stand; <—tub, esp. for clothes, 

wa'sher (wh-), n. In vbl senses; also, flat 
ring or perforated piece of leather, rubber, 
metal, etc., used to give tightness to 
joint, nut, fastening, etc.; bottle1—; 

II —wornan, laundress. [-ER1] 
wa'shing (w£>-), n. In vbl senses (& see 
wash-); esp., linen etc. sent to the wash ; 
brain— ; ~ machine, for the ~ of clothes 
etc.; ~ soda, sodium carbonate, used 
dissolved in wa.ter for ~ & cleaning; 
-stand, = wash-stand; —-up, — of table 
utensils after a meal, [-ing1] 

Washington (w6-), n. (Used for) the U.S. 
Government, [capital of U.S. ] 

WashingtSn'ia (w5-), n. Californian palm- 
tree named after George Washington. 
[■IA1 ] 

wa'shly (w6-), a. (Of liquid food etc.) too 
watery, weak, thin, insipid; (of colour) 
faded-looking, thin; (of style, sentiment, 
etc.) diffuse, feeble, lacking vigour or com¬ 
pression. Hence~iLY2adv.,~iNESSn. [-Y2] 

waste 

wasn’t (whznt). See be. 

wasp (wO-), n. Kinds of hymenopterous 
social or solitary insect of which the 
common kind has black & yellow trans¬ 
verse stripes, very slender waist, taste 
for fruit & sweets, & powerfully veno¬ 
mous sting (has a u;aist like a —’s, whence 
—waistED2 a.); —bee, -beetle, -fly, kinds 
having some resemblance to [OE 
wsefs, weeps, ivsesp, OS wepsia, OHG 
v>a.fsa, wefsa, f. Gmc *wabliis-, *waps-, 
cogn. w. L vespa & weave, w. ref. to nests ] 

wa'spish (wo-), a. Irritable, petulant, ill- 
-tempered, sharp in retort. Hence '—i.y2 
adv.,~NESSn. [-ish1] 

wassail (wh'sl, wa'sl), n., & v.i. (arch.). 
1. Festive occasion, drinking-bout; kind 
of liquor drunk on such occasion; —-bowl, 
-cup, -horn, etc. 2. v.i. Make merry, hold 
festivities. [ME wees hteil etc., f. ON ves 
heill, corresp. to OE wes hal ‘ be in good 
health’ (hdl= whole), form of salutation] 

wast. See be. 

wast'age, n. Amount wasted or that runs 
to waste, loss by waste, [-age] 

waste1, a. (Of district etc.) desolate, 
desert, uninhabited, uncultivated, as 
result of natural barrenness etc. or of 
ravages or catastrophe (lay —, ravage; 
lie —, be uncultivated; ~ land, not occu¬ 
pied for any purpose); (fig.) monotonous 
or presenting no features of interest (the 
— periods of history); superfluous, refuse, 
no longer serving a purpose, left over 
after use, (~ products, useless by-pro¬ 
ducts of manufacture; ~ energy, steam, 
etc.; ~ paper, esp. books or documents 
that fail or are valueless). [ME, f. AF, 
ONF wast, var. of OF g(u)ast f. Rom. 
*ivasto f. L vastus intt. by cogn. WG, as 
OS wbsti] 

wast|e2, v.t. & i. Lay waste1 ; (law) bring 
(estate) into bad condition by damage 
or neglect; expend to no purpose or 
for inadequate result, use extravagantly, 
squander, (~e money, lime, food, etc., or 
abs. as —e not, want not; —e breath or 
words, talk uselessly; wear (t. & i.) 
gradually away, wither, (arch., of time) 
pass t. & i., (his resources were —ed, were 
rapidly —ing; day —es, draw's to a close; 
sorcerer —ed his arm; a —ing disease; is 
—ing away for lack of food); run to waste 
(that water is —ing). [ME, f. AF, ONF 
waster, var. of OF g(u)aster f. Rom. 
*wastare f. L vastare infl. by cogn. WG 
*wostjan, see prec.] 

waste3, n. 1. Desert, waste region, dreary 
scene, (a — of waters, unbroken expanse 
of sea or floods). 2. Being used up, 
diminution by w'ear & tear, (the — of tissue 
is continuous; — & repair balance each 
other). 3. Waste material or food, useless 
remains, refuse, scraps, shreds; = cotton 

~. 4. Act of wasting, throwing away or 
extravagant or ineffectual use of time, 
money, food, etc., (wilful — makes woeful 
want; it is — of time lo argue further; run 
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to —, of liquid or fig. of affection etc., be 
wasted). 5. (law). Inj ury to estate caused 
by act or neglect esp. of life-tenant. [ME, 
f. AF, ONF wasl(e), var. of OF g(u)ast(e), 
partly f. L vastum (waste1), partly f. 
waster (prec.)] 

waste-, comb, form of waste1* 2> 3: — 
-basket, for waste odds & ends esp. of 
paper; || —book in book-keeping, book in 
which rough preliminary entries of trans¬ 
actions are made; waste'i'UL (-tf-) a., 
extravagant, given to or exhibiting waste, 
whence waste'fulLY2 adv., waste'ful- 
ness n.; waste'LESS (-tl) a.; ||—pap'er- 
-basket, receptacle for used paper etc.; 
—-pipe, for carrying off used or super¬ 
fluous water. 

wast'er, n. In vbl senses; also, article 
spoilt or flawed in manufacture; (si.) 
good-for-nothing person. [ME; -ee1) 

wast'rel, n. Thing spoilt in making; stray 
child, street arab, waif; good-for-nothing 
fellow; wasteful person, [f. waste2+ 
-REL] 

watch1 (w5-), n. 1. Wakefulness at night 
(now rare; in the —es of the night, while 
one lies awake; pass as a — in the night, 
be soon forgotten). 2. Alert state, being 
on the look-out, vigilance, constant ob¬ 
servation, attention to what may come, 
(keep —, a —, good or a good — ; ~ <£• ward, 
orig. guard by night & day, now emphatic 
reduplication of —; on the —, waiting 
usu. for expected or desired or feared 
occurrence), whence ~'ful a., —'fiilLY2 
adv.,~'fulNESS n. 3. (hist.). Man or body 
of men charged with patrolling streets at 
night, guard (black1 ~, orig. an armed 
company). 4. (hist.). One of three or of 
four parts into which night was anciently 
divided (first etc. or evening etc. ~). 
5. Four-hour spell of duty on board ship 
(dog-~, 2-hr); one of the halves (starboard 
& port — from position of men’s bunks) 
into which ship’s crew is divided to 
take alternate duty. 6. Small timepiece 
worked by coiled spring for carrying on 
person (stot—■)• 7. •—case, outer metal 
case enclosing ~-works; '-’-chain, metal 
~-guard; II W— Committee, committee of 
a (county) borough council dealing with 
(policing &) lighting etc.; '—-fire, at night 
in camps etc.; II —-glass, disc covering face 
of ~; —-guard, chain for securing ~ on 
person; —-key, instrument for winding up 
—works; —maker; —'man, (formerly, & 
still poet.) sentinel or member of street 
patrol, (now) man employed to look after 
empty building etc. at night; —-night, 
last night of year esp. as celebrated by 
religious services; ~ oil, fine thin kind 
for lubricating —works etc.; —-pocket, in 
garment esp. waistcoat, or separate for 
attachment to bed etc., holding ~; —- 
-spring, kind used in~-works, also main¬ 
spring of ~ (cf. HAYRspring); —-stand, 
small pillar etc. for hanging ~ on; ~- 
-tower, post of observation usu. fortified; 

water 

word, (formerly) military password, 
(now) phrase expressing briefly the 
principles of a party etc. (e.g. Equal 
pay for equal work). [OE weecce (weeccan, 
see foil.); cf. wake2] 

watch2 (w5-), v.i. & t. Remain awake for 
a purpose (now rare; —ed all night by his 
side; — <£• pray); be on the watch, keep 
watch, be vigilant, look out for oppor¬ 
tunity etc., exercise protecting care over; 
keep eyes fixed on, keep under observa¬ 
tion, follow observantly, (had him —ed by 
detectives; if you don’t — it, eolloq., take 
care or precautions; —ed pot never boils, 
strained expectation makes time seem 
long); look out for, bide, await, (oppor¬ 
tunity ; — one’s lime, wait for right 
moment). Hence -^'er1 n. [OE *wseccan, 
doublet of wacian (wake1), f. Gmc 
*waka>jan (OHG wahhen)] 

wa'ter1 (waw-), n. 1. Colourless trans¬ 
parent tasteless scentless compound of 
oxygen & hydrogen in liquid state con¬ 
vertible by heat into steam & by cold 
into ice, kinds of liquid consisting chiefly 
of this seen in sea, lake, stream, spring, 
rain, tears, sweat, saliva, urine, serum, 
etc., body of ~ as sea or lake or river, 
(hot & cold, salt & fresh or sweet, smooth or 
still & rough or troubled, hard or soft, 

aerated, saline, chalybeate, thermal, blue1, 

heavy, holy, mineral, etc., ~; the upper 
—s of the Thames; strong—s, arcli., distilled 
spirits; table—s, esp. mineral ~s bottled 
for use at meals; red —, bloody urine; in 
smooth—, going easily, past- one’s troubles; 
on the-, in boat or ship ; by—, using ships, 
barges, etc., for travel or transport; in 
deep — or —s, floundering, in great diffi¬ 
culties, in affliction; still —s run deep, 
quiet manner may cover depths of emo¬ 
tion, knowledge, or cunning; fish2 in 
troubled —s; cup of cold —, symbol of 
charitable intent; get into, be in, hot —, 
bring or have brought trouble or rebuke 
on oneself by indiscretion etc.; throw cold 
— on scheme etc., discourage or poohpooh 
it; xvritlen in —, of name, achievements, 
etc., transient; keep one’s head above —, 
chiefly fig., avoid financial ruin; the —s, 
rhet., the sea, as cross the —s; cast one’s 
bread upon the —s, do good -without look¬ 
ing for gratitude or immediate or definite 
return; drink the —s, attend spa for 
health; brings the — to one’s mouth, makes 
it water; fish 1 out of —; between wind <£* 
~; pour oil 1 on the —s; spend money, shed 
blood, like —, lavishly or recklessly; go 
through fire 1 <£- ~; fire & —, arch., symbol 
of necessaries of life not to be supplied to 
outlaw*; hold1 ~; make, pass, —, void 
urine; tread —, maintain position in deep 
~ by action of marking time; ~ on the 
brain, knee, etc., morbid accumulation of 
fluid; ~ bewitched, very weak tea etc. or 
spirit-&—*; ~ of life, spiritual enlighten¬ 
ment ; ~s of forgetfulness, Lethe, oblivion, 
death). 2. State of tide (high, low, —; 
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in low—, fig., in depressed condition, esp. 
badly off for money; high, low, — mark, 
highest, lowest, point reached by tidal —, 
also fig. of best & worst results of fluctu¬ 
ating process). 3. Solution of specified 
substance in — (lavender, rose, etc., — 
scents; soda, li.thia, dill, etc., —, bever¬ 
ages or medicines). 4. Transparency & 
brilliance of gem esp. diamond (of the 
first —, of finest quality, often also transf. 
as a genius, blunder, of the first —). 
5. (finance). Amount of nominal capital 
added by watering, see water2. 6. — (in 
compounds of which those especially 
that distinguish varieties of plants & 
animals are too numerous to be given sep¬ 
arately), haunting, growing in, used or em¬ 
ployed on, etc., the —; of, for, worked or 
effected by, made with, containing, using, 
yielding, etc., —. 7. || —anchor, — drag2- 
-anchor; ~ avens ; || ~-bailiff, customhouse 
officer at port (hist.), official who prevents 
poaching of fish in protected —s; ~-bed, 
rubber mattress filled with ~ for invalid 
to avoid bed-sores; —betimes, blower 
made by suspension in ~ of inverted 
valved vessel by raising & lowering of 
which air is drawn in & expelled; ~-bird; 
~-biscuit; —blister, containing colourless 
fluid, not blood; —boatman, kind of 
aquatic bug; —borne, (of goods) con¬ 
veyed by ~, (of diseases) communicated 
or propagated by use of contaminated 
drinking-'--; —bottle, esp. of glass for 
wash-hand-stand or dining table, also of 
metal etc. for soldier’s kit; ~-brash, form 
of indigestion with eructation of watery 
fluid; —isreaker2 -buffalo, the common 
domestic Indian buffalo; || ~ bus, river 
craft carrying passengers on regular run; 
— -butt; —-carriage, conveyance of goods 
by —; -carrier, Aquarius; —car/, esp. 
with ~ for sale or for watering roads; — 
-chute, slope of boards slippery with run¬ 
ning — for tobogganing down; —closet, 
place for evacuation of bladder or bowels 
with arrangement for flushing pan with 
— ; colour, pigment mixed with — & not 
oil, picture painted with such colours, 
(pi. or sing.) art of painting such pictures ; 
~ compress2; ~coursc, brook, stream; <■— 
-cracker, kind of biscuit; —cress, creeping 
—plant, eaten as salad; —cure, hydro¬ 
pathy; ~-diviner, dowser (see dowsing); 
—drinker, (esp.) abstainer from alcohol; 
'-fall, stream falling over precipice or 
down steep hillside; —finder, dowser 
(dowsing); '-fowl (usu. collect, as ph), 
birds haunting~, esp. as objects of sport; 
— -gas, got by decomposing — & used after 
treatment with carbon as illuminant; 
—-gate, flood-gate, also gate giving access 
to river etc.; —-gauge, glass tube etc. 
indicating height of ~ inside reservoir, 
boiler, etc.; —glass, tube with glass 
bottom enabling objects under — to be 
observed, also solution of silicate of soda 
used as a vehicle for fresco-painting, or 

used for preserving eggs; —-gruel; II — 
-guard, (member of) Customs and Excise 
marine anti-smuggling service; — -hammer, 
percussion made by — in pipe when tap 
is turned off, or by ~ in steam-pipe when 
live steam is admitted; —-hen, = moor1- 
hen; —hole, shallow depression or cavity 
in which — collects (esp. in the bed of a 
river otherwise dry); —ice, flavoured & 
frozen — & sugar; —-inch, quantity dis¬ 
charged in 24 hrs through 1 in. pipe under 
least pressure; — -jacket, case filled with 
— & enclosing part of machine that is to 
be kept cool; —joint, proof against leak¬ 
age; || — -junket, sandpiper; —-laid, (of 
rope) = carle '-laid; —-lens, magnifying 
lens made of glass-bottomed brass cell 
filled with —; —-level, surface of — in 
reservoir etc., also plane below -which 
ground is saturated with —, also levelling - 
-instrument made of glass tube to be held 
horizontal with two upturned graduated 
open ends in which the contained — must 
be at same height; — -lily, kinds of plant 
with broad leaves & white or blue or 
yellow or red flowers floating on surface 
of —; — -line, along which surface of — 
touches ship’s side (when loaded, load- 
—-Kne, when empty, light—--line), also one 
of the semi-transparent parallel lines 
formed in some papers in manufacture; 
~logged, (of wood) so saturated, (of vessel) 
so filled, with~ as barely to float ;—-main, 
main pipe in —-supplying system; ~m«», 
boatman plying for hire, also oarsman 
good, bad, etc., at keeping boat truly 
balanced etc., whence ~mansfflp(3) n.; 
~mark, (n.) faint design seen in some 
paper when held against light indicating 
maker, size, etc., (v.t.) impress such mark 
on in making; —-meadow, kept fertile by 
being flooded; ~-melon, one of two divi¬ 
sions of melon (the other being musk- 
-melon) with ellipse shape, smooth skin, & 
watery juice; ~-meter; ~-mill, worked by 
— -wheel; — -monkey, jar with long narrow 
neck for — used in hot countries; — -motor, 
—-wheel, turbine, small motor using — 
under pressure; ~-nymph, naiad; — 
ouzel ; —pepper, acrid plant found in 
wet places; -—pillar, upright with revolv¬ 
ing head for feeding steam-engines etc.; 
—pipe; — -plane, plane passing through 
ship’s — -line;—-plate, with double bottom 
to hold hot — for keeping food warm; —- 
-platter, kind of—-lily with upturned edges 
to leaves; IT — Poet (the), John Taylor (d. 
1653); — polo, hand-ball game with goals 
played by swimmers; —power, mechani¬ 
cal force got from weight or motion 
of —, fall in stream capable of being 
utilized as force; — proof, (adj.) im¬ 
pervious to —, (n.) —proof garment or 
material, (v.t.) make —proof with rubber 
etc., whence —proofER1 n.; —ram, 
hydraulic ram; — -rat, = — vole; ~-rate, 
II charge made for use of public^—supply; 
— -sail, below lowrer studding-sail close 
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over —-seal, body of ~ used in bent 
pipe or about mouth of pipe to prevent 
passage or escape of gas; —shed, line of 
separation between ~s flowing to different 
rivers or basins or seas [cogn. w. shed1], 
(pop.) slope down which ~ flows, (pop.) 
river basin; —-shoot, pipe or trough 
throwing off ~ from house etc.; —side', 
margin of sea, lake, or river; ■—skiing, 
sport of being towed on skis behind a 
motor-boat; — -skin, skin bag for carrying 
~; soldier, aquatic plant with flowers 
above surface; ~ souchy (sob'shl), fish 
boiled & served in its own liquor; ~- 
-splash, part of road submerged by stream 
or pool; —spout, phenomenon in which 
whirling cloud forms a funnel-shaped 
pendant, which descends towards sea & 
draws up corresponding volume of whirl¬ 
ing the whole forming a piilar uniting 
sea & cloud; '—sprite-, —-supply, provid¬ 
ing & storing of ~, amount of ~ stored, 
for use of town, house, etc.; —-table, 
string-course arranged to throw ~ off 
building, plane below which the soil or 
rock is saturated with ~; —-tiger, larva 
of certain ^-beetles; —tight, (of joint, 
boots, cask, compartment in ship, etc.) 
tightly enough fastened or fitted to 
prevent ingress or egress of ~ ('-light 
compartments, fig., keeping of subjects 
etc. entirely separate); ~-tower, support¬ 
ing elevated tank to secure pressure for 
distributing <-—supply; — -tube boiler, in 
■which ~ circulates in tubes exposed to 
flames & hot gases; ~-vole, large vole 
haunting ~; —-wag(g)on, =—-carl (on the 
—-waggon, si., abstaining from alcohol); 
~ wagtail, common pied wagtail; ~- 
-wave, wave in the hair produced by ~- 
-ivaving, a method of waving hair with the 
use of ~; ~way, navigable channel, also 
thick planks at outer edge of deck along 
which channel is hollowed for ~ to run 
off by; —wheel, kinds of wheel (overshot, 
undershot, breast, & turbine, wheel) worked 
by ~ & working machinery; —wings, 
floats fixed behind shoulders of persons 
learning to swim; ~-witch, — —-finder, 
also kinds of bird; —-withe, W.-Ind. vine 
so full of sap that branch broken off yields 
draught of ~; ~works, establishment 
for managing ~-supply, also ornamental 
fountain (turn on the —works, si., shed 
tears). Hence ~less a. [OE wester, OS 
vjatar, OHG wazzar, (cf. ON vain, Goth. 
wato), f. Gme *wat-, cogn. w. wet, L 
unda, Gk hudor] 

wa'ter- (waw-), v.t. & i. 1. Sprinkle (road, 
plants, etc.), adulterate (milk, beer, etc.), 
with water. 2. Give drink of water to 
(horse etc.), (of animals) go to pool etc. 
to drink. 3. (Of ship, engine, etc., or 
persons in charge) tako in supply of 
water. 4. (Of smarting eyes, or of mouth 
when food is seen or food or pleasure 
eagerly anticipated) secrete or run with 
water (makes one’s mouth —, excites 

desire or envy). 5. (Chiefly in p.p., as 
—ed silk) produce irregular wavy damask- 
-like markings on (material) by moistening 
& pressing in manufacture. 6. (finance). 
Increase (company’s debt or nominal 
capital) by issue of new shares without 
corresponding addition to assets. 7. ~ 
down, make (details of story etc.) less 
vivid or horrifying; ~ing-cart, with per¬ 
forated pipe or other device for ~ing 
road; —ing-place, pool etc. at which 
animals ~, also spa, also seaside place 
frequented at certain seasons by holiday - 
-makers & invalids; ~ing-pot, with per¬ 
forated nozzle or rose for ~ing plants. 
[OE wseterian f. waiter, see prec. ] 

Waterloo' (waw-), n. The battle in which 
Napoleon was finally defeated in 1815; 
(with a or his) crushing blow, decisive 
contest, chiefly in phr. meet one’s ~. 

wa'terly (waw-), a. Containing too much 
water, over-moist, sodden, (esp. of cooked 
vegetables or fish); (of eyes or lips) 
suffused or running with water; (of 
liquids) too thin, actually or apparently 
diluted, resembling water, (fig., of ex¬ 
pression, talk, style, etc.) vapid, insipid, 
uninteresting, feeble, (of colour) pale, 
washed out; indicative of rain (a —y 
moon, sky). Hence ~Iness n. [OE; -yJ] 

watt (wt>t), n. Unit of electric power, rate 
of working in circuit when electromotive 
force is one volt & intensity of current 
one ampere. Hence ~'age n., amount of 
electrical power expressed in ~s, — 
meter ii. [J. IV—, engineer (d. 1819)1 

Watteau (wot'o), n. French painter d. 
1721 (~ back, arrangement of woman’s 
dress-back with broad pleat falling from 
neck to ground without girdle; ~ bodies, 
with square opening at neck & short 
ruffled sleeves). 

wa'ttle1 (wo-), n., & v.t. 1. Interlaced 
rods & twigs as material of fences, walls, 
or roofs (~ <& daub, plastered with mud or 
clay); (sing, or pi.) rods & twigs for such 
use; kinds of Australian acacia supplying 
such twigs, having bark used in tanning, 
& bearing golden flowers adopted as 
national emblem; (dial.) a wicker hurdle. 
2. v.t. Construct of ~; interlace (twigs 
etc.); enclose or fill up with ~-work. 
[OE watul, of unkn. orig. ] 

wa'ttl|e2 (w6-), n. Fleshy appendage on 
head or throat of turkey & other birds; 
barb1 of fish. Hence ~ed2 (wot'ld) a. 
[orig. unkn.] 

waul, v.i. Squall, cry like cat. [imit.] 
wave1, v.i. & t. 1. Vibrate or be stirred 
with sinuous or sweeping motions like 
those of flag or tree or field of corn in 
wind, flutter, undulate; impart waving 
motion to (~ sivord, brandish it as en¬ 
couragement to followers etc.; ~ one’s 
hand often to person, in greeting or as 
signal); ~ hand or thing held in it usu. 
to person, give direction thus to person to 
do, send (person away thus, summon 
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(person) nearer thus, direct (person) thus 
to do, express farewell etc. thus; ~ aside, 
dismiss as intrusive or irrelevant. 2. Give 
undulating surface or course or appear¬ 
ance to (hair of head, lines in drawing, 
etc.), make wavy, (of hair, line, etc.) 
have such appearance, be wavy. [OE 
wafian, MHG waben, f. Gmc *wabh- move 
to and fro; cf. waver] 

wave2, n. 1. Ridge of water between two 
depressions or (also breaker) long body of 
water curling into arched form & break¬ 
ing on shore (the ~s or ~, poet. & rhet., 
the sea, water; attack in ~s, mil., in 
successive lines advancing like sea-~s). 
2. Disturbance of the particles of a fluid 
medium e.g. water, air, ether, into a 
ridge-&-trough oscillation by which mo¬ 
tion is propagated & heat, light, sound, 
electricity, etc., conveyed in some direc¬ 
tion without corresponding advance or 
without any advance of the particles in 
the same direction; single curve in the 
course of such motion. 3. Temporary 
heightening of some influence or condition 
or feeling (a ~ of enthusiasm, prosperity, 
depression', heat, cold, -~, rise or fall of 
temperature travelling over large area). 
4. Undulating line or outline or surface, 
waviness. 5. Gesture of waving. 6. ~ 
length, distance in any undulation from 
one crest to the next; corresponding 
distance between points in the same 
phase in sound ~s or electromagnetic 
radiation, i.e. the speed of light divided 
by the frequency. Hence ~'less a., 
~'let n., (-vl->. [f. prec.; in sense 1 repl. 
ME waive ] 

wav'er, v.i. Oscillate unsteadily, flicker, 
quiver, (rare; chiefly of flame); (of troops) 
falter, become unsteady, begin to give 
way; be irresolute or undecided between 
different courses or opinions, be shaken 
in resolution or belief. Hence ~er1 n., 
~ingiY2 adv. [ME, f. ON vafra corresp. 
to MHG waberen, f. Gmc *wabh- wave1] 

wav'yl, a. Undulating, (of line or surface) 
consisting of or showing alternate con¬ 
trary curves, (~ hair)-, || H7~ Navy 
(colloq., hist.), R.N.V.R. (from ~ line of 
insignia on sleeve). Hence wav'lLY2 
adv., wav'iNESS n. [-Y2] 

wav'y2, -ey, n. The snow-goose, [f. 
Amer.-Ind. wawa] 

wawl. = WAUL. 
waxl, n., & v.t. 1. Sticky plastic yellowish 
substance secreted by bees as material of 
honeycomb cells, bees~, -white trans¬ 
lucent scentless tasteless material got 
from this by bleaching & purifying & 
used for candles, in modelling, & for 
other purposes, (mould one like ~, form 
his character on desired lines or induce 
him to act just as desired); substance 
resembling ~ in some respect, as the 
secretion of some other insects esp. 
Chinese ~, ear-~ or cerumen, mineral ~, 
esp. ozocerite, bee-bread, paraffin 

obtained from shale or petroleum, 
vegetable ~ or exudation of certain plants, 
SE\L2ing—, cobblers’—; (attrib., now 
usu. preferred to waxen) made of ~. 
2, '-'bill, kinds of small bird with trans¬ 
lucent bill; ~ candle', ~-chandler, maker 
or seller of ~ candles; ~'cloth, floor-cloth; 
~ doll, with face etc. of ~, also person esp. 
woman with pretty but unexpressive 
face; —-flower, hoya ; —insect, kinds that 
secrete ~, esp. that collected as Chinese 
~ from which superior candles are made; 
—-light, taper or candle of ~; —-myrtle, 
candleberry; painting, encaustic; ~- 
-palm, S.-Amer. palm with stem coated in 
mixture of resin & ~; —paper, water¬ 
proofed with layer of ~; —-pink, kind of 
garden-plant; —-pocket, one of bee’s — 
-exuding apertures; >—pod, = butter- 

-bean; —-tree, kinds exuding ~ or en¬ 
crusted with it by insects; —'wing, kinds 
of bird with small horny tips like red 
sealing— to some feathers; —'work, 
modelling-work, objects modelled, in ~, 
esp. dummies of persons with face & 
hands of coloured ~ clothed to look like 
life & be exhibited. 3. v.t. Smear, polish, 
encrust, treat surface of, with ~. [OE 
weax, OS, OHG wahs, ON vox, f. Gmc 
*wahsam] 

wax2, v.i. (Of moon between new & full) 
have progressively larger part of surface 
illuminated (cf. wane; — & wane also 
transf. of influence etc., undergo alterna¬ 
tions of increase & decrease); (arch. & 
poet.) grow or increase; (with adj. compl.) 
pass into specified condition or esp. mood 
or tone (~ fat, old, merry, facetious, in¬ 
dignant, pathetic, angry). [OE weaxan, 
OS, OHG wahsan, ON vaxa, Goth. 
wahsjan f. Gmc *wahs- cogn. w. L 
augere, Gk auxano] 

wax3, n. (sh). Fit of anger (is in, got into, 
put him in, a —). [orig. unkn. ] 

wax'en, a. Made of wax (being ousted by 
attrib. use of wax); presenting surface as 
of wax (esp. of complexion, used with less 
of depreciation than waxy); impressible 
as wax, plastic. [OE; -en3] 

wax'ly, a. Resembling wax in some way, 
esp. easily moulded or presenting smooth 
pale translucent surface; (of tissue) hav¬ 
ing degenerated into consistency resem¬ 
bling wax (so —y liver etc.); II (si.) angry, 
quick-tempered. Hence ~ily2 adv., 
~1NESS n. [WAX1- 3, -Y2] 

way, n. 1. Road or track lit. or fig. 
provided for passing along (hioh~ ; over 

the ~; || permanent —, complete piece of 
regular railroad track; || six-foot —, space 
left between each pair of rails & the next 
on railway; covered —, roofed or in fortif. 
screened passage; Appian, Latin, etc.. 
Way, great Roman roads in Italy; milky 
~; the — of the Cross, series of paintings 
in church etc., to receive successive at¬ 
tention in certain services, illustrating 
Christ’s progress to Calvary; go the — of 



way 1475 wayzgoose 

all the earth, of all flesh, of nature, die; 
vave the ~ for, take steps that will facili¬ 
tate or prepare people’s minds to accept 
some change); (pi.) structure of timber 
etc, on which new ship is slid down at 
launch. 2. Best route or route taken or 
contemplated between two places or to 
place, method or plan for attaining ob¬ 
ject, person’s desired or chosen course of 
action, (ask the or one’s ~ ; farthest~ about 
is nearest ~ home, short cuts are delusive; 
find one’s or the ~, reach destination; 
lose one’s or the ~, go astray; parting of 
the ~s, usu. fig., time for momentous 
decision; take one’s ~, go in some direc¬ 
tion, usu. to or towards; go one’s ~ or 
~s, depart; came by ~ of London, via; 
lead the act as guide or leader, show by 
example how thing can be done; put one- 
self out of the ~, inconvenience oneself to 
serve another; is nothing out of the not 
uncommon or remarkable; an out-of-tlie- 
-~ corner, remote, inaccessible; go out of 
the or one’s ~ to be rude, show gratuitous 
rudeness; right & wrong ~s of doing a 
thing; that is the ~ to do it; don’t like the 
~ she smiles; where there’s a ivill there’s 
a ~; you ivill never manage it that ~; 
will find or make a ~ ; will do it one ~ or 
another; ~s & means, methods esp. of 
providing money as in parliamentary 
Committee of Ways & Means; go, take, 
one’s own act independently esp. 
against others’ advice; have one’s own or 
one’s get what one wants, see one’s 
orders carried out or desires gratified). 
3. Travelling-distance, length of road etc. 
(to be) traversed, (India 'is a long ~ off; 
went a little, a good, a long, some, ~ with 
or to meet him; once in a ~; is still 
a long ~ off perfection). 4. Unimpeded 
opportunity of advance, room free of 
obstacles, ground over which advance is 
desired or would naturally take place, 
(give1, make1, ~ ; lion in the ~; stand, be, 
in the ~ of, in one’s ~, or in the ~, be 
obstacle to, be obstacle; get out of, in, the 
~, cease, begin, to be impediment; get 
thing out of the ~, dispose of, get rid of, 
settle; put person out of the ~, confine or 
secretly kill him; clear the ~, remove 
obstacles, stand aside; eight of ~; put 
one in the ~ of a good bargain, of doing, 
give him opportunity). 5. Being engaged, 
time spent, in locomotion lit. or fig. (with 
songs to clear the ~; met him on the ~ out 
or home; is on the ~, travelling or ap¬ 
proaching; by the ~, during journey, (fig.) 
incidentally, often used by speaker to 
introduce more or less irrelevant remark). 
6. Specified direction (usu. in adv. phrr. 
without prep.; which ~ is he looking, 
goingt; look the other ~, avoid meeting 
person’s eye, cut him; appended colloq. 
to names of places, as lives somewhere 
London ~). 7. Custom, manner of behav¬ 
ing, personal peculiarity, (the good old ~s, 
old fashions; the ~ of a man with a maid; 

the ~ of the world, conduct no worse than 
i3 justified by custom; it is not my ~ to 
desert people in misfortune; has a little ~ of 
leaving his bills unpaid; it is only his ~, 
piece of rudeness etc. from him has no 
special significance, so pretty Fanny’s ~); 
specific manner of life (I soon got into his 
~s). 8. Scope, sphere, range, line of 
occupation, branch of business, (hunting 
is not, does not lie or come or fall, in my ~; 
is in the grocery ~, a grocer; want a few 
things in the stationery ~). 9. Advance in 
some direction, impetus, progress, (make 
one’s ~ home, into a shop, etc.; make one’s 
or one’s own ~, prosper; make the best of 
one’s ~, go as fast as one can; make ~, 
advance lit. or fig.; gather, lose, ~, gain or 
lose speed; give~, of oarsmen, row hard; 
~ enough !, call to boat’s crew to complete 
their stroke & then cease rowing; ship has 
~ on, is under ~, moves through water). 
10. Respect (not a bad fellow in some ~s; 
is satisfactory in one or a ~ ; in a ~, to a 
limited extent, not altogether; no ~ 
inferior, not at all). 11. Ordinary course 
(did it in the~ of business). 12. Condition, 
assumption, hypothesis, state, train, 
degree, (things are in a bad ~; have it 
both ~s; || each ~, both ~s, in backing 
horse etc., to win, to be placed; any ~, in 
either or any case or event; we are all in 
the same ~, live in a small ~; is an author, 
builds ships, in a small ~, on small scale; 
II be in a ~ or a great ~, colloq., be agitat¬ 
ed ; || be in the family ~, with child). 13. 
By ~ of, as substitute for or form of, with 
intention of, (carries a stick by ~ of 
weapon; did it by ~ of apology, of dis- 
covering the truth; is by ~ of making an 
effort, represents himself to himself or 
others to be doing so). 14. '--bill, list of 
passengers or parcels on conveyance; 
II '—-board, thin layer separating thicker 
strata; ~'farer, faring, traveller, travel¬ 
ling, esp. on foot; faring-tree, white- 
-flowered shrub common along roadsides, 
species of viburnum; —lay' v.t., lie in 
wait for, wait about for to rob or inter¬ 
view ;'—leave, right of ~ rented by mine- 
-owners etc.; ~-shaft in steam-engine, 
rocking shaft for working slide-valve 
from eccentric; —'side, side of road (esp. 
attrib., as ~s?lde flowers, inn); ~-ivorn, 
tired with travel. [OE, OS, OHG weg, 
ON vegr, Goth, wigs, f. Gmc *wegaz f. 
*weg-; cogn. w. wain, weigh, L vehere] 

-way, orig. adv. acc. of way, = foil.; most 
advv. in -way have synonyms in -ways: 
alway(s), crossway(s), etc. 

-ways (-z), orig. adv. gen. of way (see 
-es), now terminal element of advv., 
as length~, s£de~, freq. used in¬ 
differently w. -wise ; see prec. 

way'ward, a. Childishly self ^-willed or per¬ 
verse, capricious, unaccountable, freak¬ 
ish. Hence ~ly2 adv., ~NESS n. [aphetio 
f. cnrtiyward, cf. froward} 

|| wayz'goose, n. Printing-house’s annual 
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festivity. [1683 waygoose (also from 1731 
wayzgoose), of unkn. orig. ] 

we, pi. subj. of I2 (used, besides the ordi¬ 
nary pron. use, by royal person in pro¬ 
clamations etc. instead of /, by writer in 
unsigned article of newspaper etc., & as 
collective name for speaker & all others 
of the class that context shows him to be 
representing for the moment). [OE we, 
OS vox, we, OHG wir, ON ver, Goth, weis, 
f. Gmc *wiz, cogn. w. Skr. vayclm] 

weak, a. 1. Wanting in strength or power 
or number, fragile, easily broken or bent 
or defeated, (~ barrier, rope, etc.; ~ as a 
rat, water; a ~ eleven, of poor players; 
offer but a ~ resistance; ~ vessel, usu. 
fig., unreliable person; a ~ crew, short - 
-handed; ~ hand, deficient in high cards; 
the ~er sex, women; the ~est goes to the 
wall; ~ knees, usu. fig., inability to stand 
firm, want of resolution, whence <•— 
-kneED2 (-ned) a.; ~ ending in blank verse, 
unaccented or proclitic word such as if at 
end). 2. Wanting in vigour, not acting 
strongly, sickly, feeble, (~ constitution, 
want of power to resist disease etc.; ~ 
stomach, easily upset; ~ eyes, sight, easily 
tired or not seeing well, whence ~-eyED2 

(-id), —sightED2, aa.; ~ heart, acting 
feebly; ~ mind, head, below average in 
intelligence, verging on idiocy, whence 
-—mindED2, —headED2, aa.; so ~ 
intellect; ~ imagination-, ~ voice, easily 
tired or not reaching far; ~ demand for 
goods or stocks, slack; so the market was 
~). 3. Wanting in resolution or power 
of resisting temptation, easily led, (~ 
character, man; person’s ~ side or point, 
at which he is open to temptation); 
(of action) indicating want of resolution 
in agent (a ~ surrender, compliance). 
4. Unconvincing, logically deficient, (~ 
logic, evidence; a ~ argument). 5. (Of 
mixed liquid or solution) watery, thin, 
(~ tea, brandy-&-water, brine). 6. (Of 
style etc.) not nervous or well-knit, 
diffuse, slipshod. 7. (gram.). Inflected 
by consonantal additions to, not vowel 
change in, stem (in English esp. of verbs 
making past & p.p. by addition of -ed). 
Hence ~'es‘ v.t. & i., -^'ish1^) a., ~'lyx 

[-ly2] adv. [ME, f. ON veikr, corresp. to 
OE wdc pliant, OS wek, OHG weih] 

weak'ling, n. Feeble person etc. [-ling1] 

weak'ly2, a. Sickly, not robust, ailing. 
["LY1 ] 

weak'ness, n. In adj. senses; also or esp.: 
weak point or defect; inability to resist 
a particular temptation; foolish liking or 
inclination for. [ME; -ness] 

weal1, n. Welfare, prosperity, good for¬ 
tune, (chiefly now in~ <& woe, ~ or woe, in 
commonweal, & in for the public or general 
~). [OE wela, OS welo, f. Gmc *wel- 
WELL3] 

weal2, n. Bidge raised on flesh by stroke 
of rod or whip, wale. [var. of wale] 

|| weald, n. District including parts of 

Kent, Surrey, Hants, & Sussex, with 
geologically interesting characteristics; 
<—clay, beds of clay, sandstone, lime¬ 
stone, & iron-stone, forming top of ~ 
strata, with abundant fossil remains. 
[OE weald forest, the WS equivalent of 
Anglian wald woi.d ] 

II weal'den, a. & n. 1. Of the weald, 
resembling the weald geologically. 2. n. 
Series of lower-cretaceous freshwater 
strata above oolite & below chalk best 
exemplified in the weald. [-EN6] 

wealth (w61-), n. Welfare, prosperity, 
(arch.; in health & ~ long to live); riches, 
large possessions, opulence, being rich; 
the rich; abundance, a profusion or great 
quantity or display, o/(a~ of illustration, 
wit, fruit-, ~ of words is not eloquence). 
Hence ~'y2 a., ~'ily2 adv. ~'iness n. 
[ME welthe, f. well3 or weal1 +-th, after 
health-, cf. MDu. we(e)lde, OHG welida] 

wean1, v.t. Teach (sucking child or ani¬ 
mal) to feed otherwise than from the 
breast (often from mother or breast); dis¬ 
engage or cure from or rarely of habit, 
specified company, etc., by enforced 
abstinence or counter-attractions. [OE 
wenian accustom, OS wennian, OHG 
wennen, ON venja, f. Gmc *wanjan f. 
*wan-; cf. WONT] 

II wean2, n. (Sc.). Child. [= wee ane little 
one] 

wean'ling, n. New-weaned child etc. 
[-LING1] 

wea'pon (wep-), n. Material thing designed 
or used or usable as an instrument for 
inflicting bodily harm, e.g. gun, bomb, 
rifle, sword, spear, stick, hammer, poker, 
horn, claw; action or procedure or means 
used to get the better in a conflict (irony 
is a double-edged ~ ; use the ~ of a general 
strike; tears, the woman’s~). Hence ~less 

a. [OE weepen, OS wapan, OHG wdfan, 
ON vdpn, Goth. *wepn, f. Gmc *weep- 
nam) 

wear1 (war), v.t. & i. (wore, worn). 1. Be 
dressed habitually in, have on, carry or 
exhibit on one’s person or some part of 
it, (~s green, serge, shorts, etc., as usual 
colour etc.; is ~ing diamonds, on this 
occasion; worn clothes, tha,t have been 
put on at least once; ~ the crown, sword, 
gow-n, willow, breeches or trousers, be a 
monarch or martyr, soldier, lawyer, 
desolate lover, husband-ruling wife; ~ 
one’s hair long, short, etc.; ~ a face of joy, 
soxir look, etc.; ~ one’s heart (up)on one’s 
sleeve; ~ person or principle in one’s heart, 
be devoted to; ~ one’s years well, remain 
young-looking), whence ~'er1 n.; (of 
ship) fly (flag). 2. Injure surface of, partly 
consume or obliterate, damage, attenuate, 
or alter, by rubbing or use, suffer such 
injury or consumption or change, come 
or bring into specified state by use, rub (t. 
& i.) off or out or away or down, (step worn 
with pilgrims’ knees-, worn clothes, the 
worse for wear; inscription has been worn, 
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OThasivorn,away;~lhefreshness,lhenap, weas'and (w£z-), n. Wind pipe, gullet. 
off; impression soon ~s off; clothes ~ to 
one’s shape, fit better with use; ~ one’s 
trousers, trousers have v;orn, into holes or 
bagginess; seams ~ white, ragged, thread¬ 
bare ; is worn to a shadow with care; stick 
~s down to a stump; a worn or well-worn 
joke, stale; ~ out, use or be used till usable 
no longer). 3. Exhaust, tire or be tired 
out, put down by persistence, (worn with 
travel; a ~ing occupation, companion, etc.; 
~ out one’s welcome, go too often or stay 
too long as visitor etc.; his patience wore, 
or was worn, out at last; succeeded in ~ing 
down opposition). 4. Endure continued 
use well, badly, etc., remain specified time 
in working order or presentablo state, last 
long, (won’t ~, of inferior material, tran¬ 
sitory impression, etc.; ~s for years; 
person ~s well, retains youthful strength 
or esp. look). 5. (Of time) go slowly 
or tediously on, pass (t. & i. of time) 
gradually away, (winter, time, day, ~s 
on or away; ~ away or out one’s life or 
time or youth in trifles; ~ through the day, 
get through it somehow). 6. Make (hole, 
groove, channel) by attrition (usu. of in¬ 
cidental or undesigned action, cf. bore 1; 
often of water). 7. ~ing-apparel, clothes; 
~ing-iron or -plate, piece of metal attached 
to protect surface exposed to friction. 
Hence ~'able a. [OE werian, = OHG 
werien, ON verga, Goth, wasjan to clothe, 
f. Gmc *was-, cogn. w. L vestis] 

wear2 (war), n. 1. Wearing or being worn 
on person, use as clothes, (the best materials 
for Sunday, working, spring, seaside, etc., 
~ ; tweeds were in general ~, fashionable; 
the coat I have in ~, am regularly wear¬ 
ing). 2. Thing to wear, fashionable or 
suitable apparel, (in phrr. on type of 
motley’s the only ~; also in foot etc. -~ 
chiefly in trade use as collective for things 
worn on feet etc.). 3. Damage sustained 
as result of ordinary use (esp. ~ & tear; 
will stand any amount of ~; is the worse 
for ~, damaged by use). 4. Capacity for 
resisting ~ & tear (there is a great deal of, 
no, ~ in it). [f. prec.] 

wear3 (war), v.t. & i. (naut.; past & p.p. 
wore). Bring (ship), (of ship) come, about 
by putting up of helm (cf. tack), [orig. 
obsc.; perh. f. veer by confusion w. 
wear1] 

wear4. = weir. 

wear'ly, a., & v.t. & i. 1. Tired, with 
energy abated, dispirited (~ Willie, si., 
habitually ~ person, tramp); sick or 
impatient of; tiring, tedious, irksome; 
hence ~iiYaadv., ~Iness n. 2. vb. Make 
~y (esp. of or with importunity_or mono¬ 
tony), whence ~isome a., ~isomeLY3 

adv., ~IsomeNESS n.; grow ~y (esp. 
of importunity or importunate person), 
whence ~ii,ESS a.; (chiefly Sc.) long to do 
or for. [OE werig, OS worig, OHG wuarag 
(drunk), f \VG *worlga, -aga; vb f. OE 
wer(i)gian] 

throat; (pi.) sausage skins made from the 
windpipes of cows. [OE (OS) wasend, 
OHG weisant, of unkn. orig. ] 

weas'el1 (-zl), n., & v.i. 1. Small nimble 
reddish-brown white-bellied slender- 
-bodied carnivorous quadruped allied to 
stoat & ferret (catch a ~ asleep, deceive 
wide-awake person); ~-/«ced, with thin 
sharp features. 2. *v.i. Equivocate, 
quibble. [OE wes(u)le, OHG wisula, f. 
WG “wisulon of unkn. orig.] 

weas'el2 (-zl), n. Tracked amphibious 
vehicle, snow tractor, [official designa¬ 
tion WSL (water, snow, (and) ] 

wea'ther1 (w6dh-), n. & a. 1. Atmo¬ 
spheric conditions prevailing at a place & 
time, combination produced by heat or 
cold, clearness or cloudiness, dryness 
or moisture, wind or calm, high or low 
pressure, & electrical state, of local air & 
sky, (April ~, showers alternating with 
sunshine, fig. smiles & tears: fair2, 

foul1, dirty, fine, soft, ~; |1 King’s or 
Queen’s or royal ~, fine on ceremonial 
occasion; favourable, seasonable, good, 
bad, etc., ~; under stress of owing to 
storms etc.; clerk of the ~ ; make good or 
bad~, naut., meet with; make heavy ~ of, 
fig., find trying; under the ~, colloq., 
indisposed, out of sorts). 2. ~-beatcn, 
seasoned by or bearing the marks of 
exposure to storms; ~-board, (n.) sloping 
board attached at bottom of door to keep 
out raiu, (vb) supply -with ~-boarding, 
-boards, horizontal boards of which each 
overlaps the next below to throw off rain 
as protective casing to wall etc.; ~- 
-bound, unable to proceed owing to bad~; 
~-box, ~ -indicator with figures of man 
& woman, one issuing to foreshow rain, 
the other fine~;~-bureau, meteorological 
office; ~-chart, diagram showing details 
of ~ over wide area; ~cock, revolving 
pointer often in shape of cock mounted 
in high place esp. on church spire to show 
whence wind blows, (fig.) inconstant 
person; contact or -cross, leakage from 
one telegraph wire to another due to wet 
~; forecast, prophecy of the day’s ~; 
~-glass, barometer; ~-map, — ~-chart; 
~-moulding, dripstone; ~-proof2; ~- 
-prophet, person who foretells ~; ~- 
- service, -ship, organization, ship, for 
meteorological observations; ~ -slain, 
discoloration of wall etc. by exposure; 
so ~-stained; ~-station, post of observa¬ 
tion in connexion with~-service; ~-strip, 
piece of material used to make door or 
window proof against rain or wind; ~- 
-tiles, arranged to overlap like ^board¬ 
ing; —vane, = ~cock; ~-wise, able to 
forecast ~; ~-worn, marked by storms 
etc. 3. adj. (naut.). Windward (on the ~ 
quarter, beam, bow, etc.; have the ~ gage 
or gauge1 of; keep one’s ~ eye open, fig., 
be on the look-out); hence ~most a. 
[OE weder, OS -or, OHG wetar, ON velhr 
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f. Gmc *wedhram, prob. f. root *we- to 

blow (wind1)! 

wea'ther2 (w’6dh-), v.t. & i. 1. Expose to 
atmospheric changes; (usu. in pass.) dis¬ 
colour or partly disintegrate (rock, stones) 
by exposure to air (esp. in geol.); be dis¬ 
coloured or worn thus. 2. (Of ship or its 
crew) get to windward of (cape etc.); 
come safely through (storm lit. or fig.). 
3. Make (boards, tiles) overlap down¬ 
wards, whence ~ing2 n. [ME, f. prec. ] 

wea'therlly (wgdh-), a. (naut.). (Of ship) 
making little leeway, capable of keeping 
close to wind. Hence ~Iness n. [-LY1] 

weave, v.t. & i. (wove, wov'en &, chiefly in 
some trade phrr., wove), & n. 1. Form 
(thread etc.) into fabric, (fabric) out of 
thread etc., by interlacing, make fabric 
thus, work at loom; work up (facts etc.) 
introduce (details), into a story or con¬ 
nected whole, fashion (tale, poem, etc.); 
contrive (plot); move to & fro or from 
side to side; (R.A.F. si.) dodge, take 
evasive action; wove(n) paper, with uni¬ 
form unlined surface given by making in 
frame of crossed wire-gauze. 2. n. Style 
of weaving. [OE wefan, OHG weban, ON 
vefa, f. Gmc *webh-] 

weav'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: artisan 
who lives by weaving (—’s knot, kind 
used esp. for joining cords of different 
size); (also —-bird) kinds of bird remark¬ 
able for elaborate or dextrously made 
textile nests. [ME; -ef.1] 

weazen. See wizened. 

web, n. 1. Woven fabric, amount woven 
in one piece, (also fig., as a — of lies). 
2. Cob~ (with help of context only; 
often spider’s —), similar product of any 
spinning creature, gossamer, etc. 3. 
M'embrane filling spaces between toes 
esp. of swimming bird or bat; connective 
tissue. 4. Vane of feather. 5. Large roll 
of paper used esp. in newspaper-printing. 
6. Thin fiat part connecting more solid 
parts in machinery etc., e.g. part of rail- 
way-carriage wheel between nave & rim. 
7. —-eye, disease of eye with film or 
excrescence, whence ~feyED2 (-id) a.; 

fingers, -toes, abnormally or normally 
connected with ~, whence ~-fmgerED2, 
~ftOED2 (-tod), aa.; — -foot, with ~-toes, 
whence ~-footi!D2 a.; —-wheel, with plate 
or ~ instead of spokes, or with rim, 
spokes, & centre, in one piece as in watch- 
-wheels; —-ivorm-, kinds of gregarious 
larvae spinning large ~s to sleep or to 
feed on enclosed foliage in. Hence 
<-~bED2 (-bd) a. [OE web(b), OS webbi, 
OHG weppi, ON vefr f. Gmc *wabjam f. 
*wabh- var. of *webh- weave] 

webb'ing, n. Strong narrow fabric such 
as is used for horse-girths, gymnastic 
belts, etc.; stronger edging of more deli¬ 
cate fabric. [-ING1 ] 

wed, v.t. & i. (—ded, —ded or rarely & 
not in adj. use wed). (Of party, priest, or 
parent etc.) marry 1 (t. & i., rhet. exc. in 

p.p. —ded in adj. use, as a —ded pair-, 
—ded life, bliss, etc., in matrimony; 
newly—s n., newly-~ded pair); unite 
(qualities often separated; ~ efficiency to 
economy)-, (p.p.) devoted to opinions, 
pursuits, etc., so as to be unable to aban¬ 
don them. [OE weddian to pledge, OHG 
wetton, ON vethja, Goth, gawadjon, f. 
Gmc *ivadhjam pledge (whence Goth. 
wadi, OE (now dial.) wed)-, cf. gage1) 

wedd'ing, n. Marriage ceremony (& 
festivities); silver, ruby, golden, diamond, 
—, 25th, 40th, 50th, 60th or 75th, anni¬ 
versary of ~; II penny —, with money 
contributions from guests; ~ breakfast, 
entertainment usual between ~ ceremony 
& departure for honeymoon; —-cake, 
distributed to —guests & sent in portions 
to absent friends; -—-cards, with names of 
pair sent to friends as announcement of 
~; ~-day, day or anniversary of ~; ~- 
-favov.r, white rosette or knot of ribbons 
worn in honour of ~; ~ garment, qualifica¬ 
tion for participating in feast of some 
kind (ref. to Matt. xxii. 11); —-ring, that 
put on bride’s finger at ~-ceremony & 
freq. worn constantly as distinctive 
mark of married woman. [ME ; -ing 1 ] 

wedge, n., & v.t. 1. Piece of wood or 
metal of which one end is an acute- 
-angled edge formed by two converging 
planes used to split wood or rock or widen 
opening or exert force in various ways, 
one of the mechanical powers (or a special 
application of the incline^ plane), (thin 
end of the—, chauge, measure, action, etc., 
that will lead to further changes or 
developments & is therefore of more 
importance than it seems); anything 
resembling a ~ in being chiefly outlined 
by two radial planes or lines converging 
at acute angle (a — of cake etc.; the seats 
are d,isposed in —s; drew up his men in a 
—); golf-club with ^-shaped head used 
for approaching; —shaped, like solid ~, 
also V-shaped; —-tailed, of birds having 
middle tail-feathers longest; hence —- 
wise adv. 2. v.t. Split with ~ (rare); 
fasten by use of ~; thrust or pack (usu. 
in) tightly between other things or per¬ 
sons; push off or away like a ~. [OE 
wecg, OS weggi, OHG wecki, ON veggr, f. 
Gmc *wagjaz] 

Wedg'wood, n. Kind of superior (semi-) 
vitrified pottery or ware made by Josiah 
~ (d. 1795) and his successors; (attrib.) 
of the blue colour characteristic of ~. [P] 

wed'lock, n. The married state (born in 
laufitl —, legitimately, of married pa¬ 
rents). [OE wedlac (wed pledge, lac n. of 
action suf.) marriage vow] 

Wednesday (wgnz'di), n. Fourth day of 
week (ash2 ~). [OE wodnes dseg day of 
(the god) Woden, transl. of LL Mercurii 
dies] 

wee, a. (—er, —est). Little, very small, 
(esp. in nursery, Sc., & Ir. use); Wee Frees, 
nickname for part of Free Church of 
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Scotland that refused inclusion in the 
United Free Church in 1900. [f. north. 
ME wei f. Anglian tveg(e) — West Saxon 
*wseg(e), whence weigh rel. to wby ] 

weed, n., & v.t. &i. X. Wild herb springing 
where it is not wanted (ill ~s grow apace, 
gibe at tall or fast-growing child); the 
(Indian, soothing, etc.)~, tobacco; lanky 
& weakly horse or person; ~-grown, ~y 
or overgrown with ~s; hence ~'less, 

~'y2, aa.,~'iNESS n. 2. vb. Clear (ground) 
of ~s (also fig.), cut off or uproot ~s, 
whence ~'er1(1, 2) n.; sort out (inferior 
parts or members of a quantity or com¬ 
pany) for riddance, rid (quantity or com¬ 
pany) of inferior members etc. [OE weod, 
OS u;iod, of unkn. orig.; vb f. OE weodian 
= OS wiodon] 

weeds (-z), n. pi. Mourning worn by 
widow (usu. widow’s ~). [OE wied gar¬ 
ment, = OS wad, OHG wat, ON vdth, f. 
Gmc *wmdhiz] 

week, n. I. Period of seven days reckoned 
from midnight on Saturday-Sunday 
(what day of the ~ is it?, is it Sunday, 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs¬ 
day, Friday, or Saturday ?; holy, pas¬ 

sion, easter, ~~ of Suxidays or ~s, 
seven ~s; feast of Jewish pentecost; 

middle of next ~, see knock1). 2. Period 
of seven days reckoned from any point 
(can you come to us for a ; today 
~, 7 days hence; tomorrow, yesterday, 
Friday, etc., ~, day later, earlier, than 
such future, past, day by a ~; have not 
seen you for ; did it ~s ago). 3. The six 
days between Sundays. 4. ~-day, any 
day other than Sunday; ~-end, Sunday 
& parts of Saturday & Monday (occas. 
from Friday to Tuesday) as time for 
holiday or visit, (v.i.) make ~-end visit 
etc., whence ^-en'dER1 n. [OE wire, OS 
-wika, OHG wehha, wohha, ON vika, (cf. 
Goth, wiko), f. Gmc *wikon] 

week'ly, a., adv., & n. 1. (Occurring, 
issuing, done, etc.) once a week, every 
■week; of or for or lasting a week. 2. n. 
~ newspaper or periodical. [-LY1- 2] 

ween, v.t. (poet.). Be of opinion (usu. I ~ 
abs. & parenthet. also with that expressed 
or omitted), expect to get etc. [OH 
ivenan, OS wanian, OHG wanen, ON 
veena, Goth wenjan, f. Gmc *weenjan] 

weep, v.i. & t. (wlpt). 1. Shed tears (for 
person; for pain, rage, joy, etc.); shed 
tears for, lament over, bewail. 2. Send 
forth or be covered with drops, come or 
send forth in drops, exude, sweat, drip, 
(~ing eczema, with exudation; ~ing pipe, 
designed to drip at intervals); W~ing 
Cross (hist.), wayside cross for penitents 
to pray at (come home by W~ing Cross, 
be made to repent one’s conduct etc.). 
3. (Of tree) have drooping branches 
(chiefly in part, as distinctive epithet of 
variety, ~ingr birch, willow, etc.). 4. ~ 
out, utter with tears; ~ oneself oxd, ~ 
one’s fill; ~ away, consume (time) in~ing. 

weigh 

[OE wepan, OS wopian, OHG vmofan, 
ON wpa, Goth, wopjan f. Gmc *icop- 
lamentation ] 

weep'er, n. In vbl senses; also or esp.: 
hired mourner at funeral; crape hat-sasli 
worn by men at funerals; widow's black 
crape veil; (pi.) widow’s white cuffs. 
[ME ; -er 1 ] 

weev'er, n. Kinds of fish (dragon & lesser 
~) with sharp dorsal spines inflicting 
wound that often festers, [f. OF vivre 
woever, orig. = serpent, see wivern] 

weev'il, n. Kinds of beetle with head 
extended into a proboscis feeding on 
grain, nuts, fruit, & leaves; any insect 
damaging stored grain similarly to corn- 
-~. Hence (of grain) ~1ed2 (-vld), ~v2 
(-vli), aa. [OE wifel, OS -wivil, OHG 
wibit, ON vifill f. Gmc *webhilaz f. *webh- 
(*wabh- wave) move about briskly] 

weft1, n. Cross-threads woven into warp 
to make web; (loosely) web. [OE wefta, 
iveft, = ON veptr, vipta, MHG wifi, f. 
Gmc *iceft- f. *icebh- weave ] 

weft2. Var. of waft n. (naut.). 
Wehrmacht (var’mahxt), n. German 
armed forces. [G, = defensive force] 

weigh (wa), v.t. & i., & n. 1. Find weight 
of with scales or other machine, whence 
~age(4) (wa’ij) n., balance in bands (as 
if) to guess weight of, (~ sugar, luggage; 
meditatively ~ed his stick in his hand-, 
~ out, take definite weight of, take speci¬ 
fied weight from larger quantity, distri¬ 
bute, in definite quantities, by aid of 
scales, as ~ out butter, portions or 3 lb. of 
butter); ascertain one’s own weight (when 
did you ~ last?; ~ out, in, of jockey be¬ 
fore & after race, & transf. ~ in, enter an 
appearance; ~ in with argument etc., 
produce it triumphantly). 2. Estimate 
relative value or importance of, compare 
with or against or abs., consider with a 
view to choice or rejection or preference, 
(~ consequences, pros &• cons, oath or 
argument with or against another; ~ 
one’s words, select such as express neither 
more nor less than one means; ~ the 
claims, merits, etc., of rival candidates). 
3. Be equal to or balance (specified 
weight) in the scales, (fig.) have specified 
importance, exercise pressure or influ¬ 
ence, have weight or importance, be 
heavy or burdensome, (~s a ton, 6 oz, 
little, nothing, light, heavy, heavily; ~ 
heavy etc., or abs., upon, be burdensome 
or depressing to; the point that ~s with 
me). 4. Bring down by weight lit. or fig., 
(of counterweight) force up, (fruit ~s 
doum branch; one good argument ~s down 
six bad ones; ~ed down with cares; bucket 
is up by mass of iron at end of lever). 
5. Raise from below water (~ anchor, 
start for voyage; ~ ship (rare), refloat it 
when sunk). 6. ~-beam, portable steel¬ 
yard suspended in frame; bridge, 
~ing-machine with plate on to which 
vehicles etc. can be driven to be ~ed; 
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—house, building in which goods can bo natural, uncanny, unearthly; (colloq.) 
~ed officially; ~-lock, canal lock with 
provision for ~ing barges; —ing-machine, 
usu. for great weights or of more com¬ 
plicated mechanism than simple balance. 
7. n. Process or occasion of ~ing; under 
~, by erron. assoc, with (under) way. 
[OE, OS, OHG wegan, ON vega lift, 
weigh, Goth, gawigan shake, f. Gmc 
*weg-, *wag-, *wxg-, cf. wag1, wain, 
way; n. f. OE ivwg(e), see wey) 

weight1 (wat), n. 1. Force with which 
body tends to centre of attraction (the ~s 
of the planets): (of terrestrial things) degree 
of downward tendency in body produced 
as resultant of earth’s gravitation & 
centrifugal force (the ~ of a body varies 
with latitude <£• altitude, its mass does not). 
2. Relative mass or quantity of matter 
contained, downward force, heaviness, re¬ 
garded as a property of bodies (superior 
both in size <£■ in ~ ; he is twice your ~ ; 
dead ~; ~ of metal, total amount that 
can be thrown by ship’s gun at one dis¬ 
charge). 3. Body’s mass numerically ex¬ 
pressed in some recognized scale (what is 
your ; reached the ~ of 12 si.)-, scale or 
notation for expressing ~s (troy, avoir¬ 
dupois, ~); voxHng ~s. 4. Heavy body 
(keep papers down u-ith a ~; clock is 
worked by ~s; must not lift ~s); piece of 
metal etc. of known mass used in scales 
for weighing articles (where is the ounce 
~£). 5. Load to be supported (the pillars 
have a great ~ to bear), heavy burden of 
care, responsibility, etc. 6. Importance, 
convincing effect, influence, preponder¬ 
ance, (considerat ions of no ~ ; men of ~ ; 
has great ~ with me; the ~ of evidence is 
against him). Hence ~'less a. [OE wiht, 
(M)Du., (M)LG wicht, ON velt f. Gmc 
*wehtizt. *weg- weigh] 

weight2 (wat), v.t. Attach a weight to, 
hold down with a weight or weights; 
impede or burden with load lit. or fig.; 
treat (fabric) with minerals etc. to make 
it seem stouter; (statistics) multiply 
components of (average) by compensating 
factors. Hence ~'ing 1 (wat-) n., extra pay 
or allowances given in special cases, [f. 
prcc. ] 

weight'ly (wat-), a. Weighing much, 
heavy; momentous, important; well- 
-weiglied, evidencing thought, deserving 
of consideration; influential, authorita¬ 
tive. Hence ~ily2 adv., ~isEss n. [-Y2] 

weir, wear, (wer), n. Dam across river to 
raise level of water above it; enclosure of 
stakes etc. set in stream as trap for fish. 
[OE (= MLG, MHG) wer, f. st. of werian 
dam up f. Gmc *war-, cf. ware3] 

II weird1 (word), n. Fate, destiny, (chiefly 
Sc.; dree one’s ~). [OE wyrd destiny, 
= OS wurd, OHG wurt, ON urlhr, f. Gmc 
*werth-, *warth-, *wurth- become, see 
WORTH2] 

weird2 (word), a. Connected with fate 
(the ~ sisters, the fates, watches); super¬ 

queer, odd, old-fashioned, strange, in¬ 
comprehensible. Hence ~'ly2 adv., ~- 
ness n. [ME, attrib. use of prec., in ~ 
sister(s)] 

Weis'mannism (vis-), n. A theory of 
heredity, in which transmission of ac¬ 
quired characters is denied. [A. Weis- 
mann, German biologist (d. 1914), -f-ism] 

Welch \ a. Obs. var. of welsh 1 surviving 
in names of regiments (~ Regiment, Royal 
~ Fusiliers-, but Welsh Guards). 

welch2(er). See welsh2. 
wel'come, int., n., v.t., &- p l. Hail, know 
that vour coming gives pleasure (often 
with adv. addition, as ~ home, to Edin¬ 
burgh!). 2. n. Saying ~ to person, kind 
or glad reception or entertainment of per¬ 
son or acceptance of offer, gift, etc., (bid 
one ~, assure him he is ~; wear1 out or 
outstay one’s ~ ; give warm ~, show great 
joy at arrival, also make vigorous re¬ 
sistance). 3. v.t. Say ~ to, greet on 
arrival, receive (guest, arrival, news, op¬ 
portunity, event) with pleasure or signs 
of it. 4. adj. Gladly received (a ~ guest, 
interruption, gift, rest, denial, sight, etc.; 
~ as snow in harvest, un~ ; make one ~, let 
him feel so); (pred. only) ungrudgingly 
permitted to do or given right to thing, 
absolved of thanking or recompensing, 
(you are ~ to take ivhat steps you please; 
any one is ~ to my share, to any service 
I can do: you are ~, or ellipt. ~, no thanks 
required); hence ~ness n. [orig. OE 
urilcuma (wit- desire, pleasure, + cuma 
comer) one w-hose coming is pleasing, w. 
later change to wel- = well3 after OF 
bien venu (or ON velkominn)] 

weld1, n. Dyer’s-weed, plant formerly 
used to dye yellow. [OE *wealde = MDu. 
woude, MLG walde] 

weld2, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Unite (pieces of 
metal, esp. iron) into homogeneous mass 
by hammering or pressure (usu. when 
iron is softened by heat but not melted), 
make by ~ing, (of iron etc.) admit of 
being ~ed easily etc.; (fig.) bring (re¬ 
cruits, parts, arguments, etc.) into homo¬ 
geneous whole (usu. into); hence ~'able 
a., ~aisiL'iTY n. 2. n. ~ed junction, [alt. 
f. well2 in obs. (exc. dial.) sense weld 
(heated metal), prob. infl. by p.p.] 

wel'fare, n. Satisfactory state, health & 
prosperity, well-being, (usu. of person, 
society, etc., or with my etc.); ~ State, 
one having national health, insurance, & 
other social services; ~ work, efforts to 
make life worth living for employees etc. 
[ME; well3, fare2] 

welk, v.i. (arch.). Fade, wither. [ME, 
prob. of Continental orig., cf. (M)Du., 
LG welken] 

W'el'kin, n. (poet.). Sky. [OE wolcen 
cloud, sky, = OS wolcan, OHG ivolkan] 

well1, n. 1. Spring or fountain, (fig.) 
source, (poet, or arch.; ~ of English un¬ 
defiled, Chaucer). 2. Shaft sunk in ground 
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&■ lined with stone or other protection for 
obtaining subterranean water, oil, etc. 
(artesian ~). 3. Enclosed space more or 
less resembling ~-shaft, space in middle 
of house from floor to roof containing 
stairs (also ~ staircase) or lift or sur¬ 
rounded by stairs (also —hole) or open 
for light & ventilation; || railed space for 
counsel etc. in court; receptacle for ink 
in inkstand. 4. — -deck, space on main 
deck enclosed by bulwarks & higher 
decks; — -dish, with hollow for gravy to 
collect in; —-grate, in which fire burns on 
hearth, receiving its air supply from 
below; — -head, source, fountain-head; 
—-room., ivhere spa water is dispensed; ~- 
-sinker, person whose occupation is sink¬ 
ing ~s; ~-spring, = —-head. [Anglian 
wella — West Saxon wielle etc. f. st. of 
weallan to boil, bubble up, cf. OHG wella 
wave] 

well2, v.i. Spring (as) from fountain (often 
up, out, forth). [Anglian welkin (West 
Saxon wiellan) causative of weallan 
(prec.)] 

well3, adv. (better, best), pred. a. (better, 
best), attrib. a. (no comp.), & n. 1. In 
good manner or style, satisfactorily, 
rightly, (the work is — done; that is — said; 
a — situated house; — begun is half done; ~ 
done.', run.', etc., cry of commendation; 
~ met.', greeting to person one has been 
wanting to see'; come off —, have good 
luck, distinguish oneself; wish I was — 
out of it, without disaster etc.; you did 
—, it was — done of you, to come). 2. 
Thoroughly, with care or completeness, 
sufficiently, to a considerable distance or 
extent, with margin enough to justify 
description, quite, (look — to yourself; 
j udge — & truly; smack him., polish it, —; 
is — up in the list, — on in life, — advanced 
or stricken in years, — past forty, — among 
the leaders of thought-, as —, in addition, 
to an equal extent, not loss truly, as but 
he is a Christian as —, he gave me clothes 
as — as food). 3. Heartily, kindly, lauda- 
torily, approvingly, on good terms, (love, 
like, person ~; treat person ~; think or 
speak — of\ it speaks — for his discipline 
that he never punishes, serves as com¬ 
mendation ; stand — with one, be in his 
good graces). 4. Probably, not incredibly, 
easily, with reason, wisely, advisably, (it 
may — be that —; can, cannot, — manage 
it; you may — ask, say, that; we might — 
make the experiment-, as with equal 
reason, preferably, without worse conse¬ 
quences, as you might as — throw your 
money into the sea as lend it to him, as — 
be hanged for a sheep as a lamb, we may as 
— begin at once; that is just as —, need 
not be regretted; you might as —, nursery 
formula of request). 5. pred. adj. (often 
indistinguishable from adv.). In good 
health (is she — or ill?; will soon be better; 
is best in the winter; quite—, thank you; am 
perfectly —); in satisfactory state or posi¬ 

well- 

tion, satisfactory, advisable, (am very — 
where I am; all’s — ; it is all very —, 
ironical expression of discontent, or re¬ 
jection of comfort, arguments, etc.; it is 
— with him; it would have been, were, — 
for him if; it would be — to inquire; — 
enough, tolerably good or good-looking; 
as —, not unadvisable, as it may be as — 
to explain; — <£• good, formula of dis¬ 
passionate acceptance of decision, as if 
you choose to lake my advice, — & good; 
very ~). 6. attrib. adj. (rare). In good 
health (a — man should not be dawdling in 
bed; the — are impatient of the sick). 7. n. 
Good things (l wish him—); what is satis¬ 
factory (let — alone, do not meddle need¬ 
lessly). [OE wel(l), OS, OHG wela, wola, 
ON vel, Goth waila, f. same st. as will1] 

well4, int. expressing great astonishment 
(~, who would have thought itt; — /; ~ 
to be sure!), relief (~, here we are at last), 
concession (~, come if you like; —, per¬ 
haps you are right; ~ then, say no more 
about it), resumption of talk (~, who was 
it?; —, he says he must see you), qualified 
recognition of point (~, but what about 
Jones?), expectation (~ then?), resigna¬ 
tion (~, it can’t be helped), etc. [ellipt. 
uses of prec. adv. ] 

well-. 1. In a few words well- or well is an 
inseparable pref.: —-being, welfare; ~- 
-doer, -doing, virtuous person, conduct; 
—-nigh., rhet., almost; ~-wisher, person 
who wishes well to one. 2. Well may 
precede any participle or word in -ed!; 
w'hen the combination is used attrib. with 
n. following, it is usu. hyphened (he is a 
—-known person); this is done in the pred. 
use also when the combination ends in 
-ing2 or -ED2, but not usu. when it ends in 
-ed1 (the stroke was well timed, cf. a ~- 
-timed stroke) unless it has acquired a sense 
or use other or more restricted than that 
of the separate elements (my watch is well 
regulated; I do not think his action was 
~-advised, cf. he is not well advised by his 
friends); a list of the commoner combina¬ 
tions follows with special senses or con¬ 
texts noted; ~-advised, prudent, wise, 
(chiefly of action taken); ~ aimed; — 
-appointed, having all necessary equip¬ 
ment (esp. of expedition fleet, etc.); ~ 
armed; ~ attested; ~ authenticated; r— 
-balanced, sane, sensible, (esp. of mind); 
~-behaved; ~ beloved; ~-born, of good 
family; '—-bred, having good breeding or 
manners, (of horse etc.) of good or pure 
stock; ~ chosen, esp. of words or phrases; 
~-conditioned, not querulous; ’—-con¬ 
ducted, characterized by good conduct; 

connected, connected by blood etc. with 
good families; ~ contented; ~ contested; 
— defined; ~ directed, esp. of blow or shot; 
—-disposed, having good disposition or 
kindly feeling (towards); II ~ done, (of 
meat) cooked through; ~ dressed; — 
drilled; ~ earned; ~ educated; — -favoured, 
good-looking; ~ fed; — fought; —-found. 
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= '—appointed-, ~ founded, having foun¬ 
dation in fact (of suspicion or other belief 
or sentiment); ~ furnished; ~ -graced, 
possessed of attractive qualities; ~ 
grounded, = ~ founded, also ~ trained in 
rudiments; <—informed, having ~-stored 
mind or access to best information; ~- 
-intenlioncd, aiming or aimed (usu. un¬ 
successfully) at good results; ~-judged, 
showing good judgement or tact or good 
aim (of action taken); compact, 
not loose-made or sprawling, (csp. of 
person or his frame); ~ known; II ~-liking, 
with ~-fed prosperous look (usu. fat & 

liking); ~-looking, of attractive appear¬ 
ance; ~ loved-, ~ made, (esp.) of sym¬ 
metrical bodily make; —mannered, with 
good manners; ~ marked, distinct, easy 
to detect; meaning, = intentumed 
(of person or attempt); ~ meant, = ~- 
-intentioned (of attempt); ~ oiled, (flg., of 
expression) complimentary; ~ ordered, 
arranged in orderly manner; ~ paid; ~ 
painted,; ~ pleased; ~-pleasing; ~- 
-proporlioned; ~-read, having read much 
[cf. -ED '(2)1, with mind ~ stored by 
reading; ~ regulated, under proper con¬ 
trol, not undisciplined; ~ remembered; 
~-reputed, of good repute; rounded, 
complete & symmetrical; ~ -seeming, 
apparently satisfactory or good; II ~-seen. 
(arch.), accomplished in; ~ set, compact, 
firmly knit, (esp., also ~ set up, of bodily 
frame); ~ sifted (esp. of facts or evi¬ 
dence); ~ spent (esp. of time or effort); 
~-spoken, refined in speech; ~-timbered; 
~ limed, opportune; ~ trained; ~-tried, 
often tested with good result; ~-trod- 
(den), frequented; ~ tuned; ~ turned, 
happily expressed (of compliment, phrase, 
verse); ~-worn, (esp.) trite, stale. 3. ~ 
off, — fortunately situated (does not know 
when he is ~ off), sufficiently rich, is two 
woi'ds when used pred., but hyphened 
when attrib. (~-off people); ~-to-do, = 
sufficiently rich, is hyphened when attrib. 
& usu. when pred. also, 

wfilladay', -away', int. of grief (arch, or 
joe.). [OE wei Id wei alt. f. wd la wd (woe, 
lo! woe) after OScand. *icei; vielladay 
16th c. alt. after laclcaday ] 

Wellington'ia, n. Kinds of sequoia. 
[named after Duke of Wellington, -ia1] 

Well'ingtons (-z), n. pi. Boots coming 
up or nearly up to knees, [as prec. ] 

Welsh1 (& see welch *), a. & n. (Language, 
the people) of Wales (~ mutton , from small 
~ mountain sheep; ~ rabbit or by pop. 
etym. rarebit, dish of toasted cheese); 
man, ~'woman, native of Wales. [OE 
(Anglian & Kentish) xvelisc, wcvlisc f. 
wealh, walk Celt, Briton, + -ISH1] 

welsh2, welch, v.t. & i. Decamp without 
paying (winner of bet on horse-race etc., 
or abs.). Hence ~'er 1 n. [orig. unkn.] 

welt1, n., & v.t. 1. Strip of leather sewn 
round edge of boot or shoe uppers to 
serve as attachment to sole; wale; border 

or edging of garment etc., trimming. 
2. v.t. Provide with ~; raise wales on, 
beat, flog. [ME welte, wait, of unkn. orig. ] 

IVSlt* (v-), n. (German for) world; ~- 
dnschau'img (-show-), philosophical sur¬ 
vey of the world as a whole; ~'polUik’ 
(-ek), foreign policy on the grand scale; 
~'schmerz (-shmerts), vague yearning & 
discontent with regard to the constitu¬ 
tion of things. [G] 

wel'ter1, v.i., & n. 1. Roll, wallow, be 
washed about, be soaked or steeped or 
dabbled in blood etc. 2. n- General con¬ 
fusion, disorderly mixture or aimless 
conflict of creeds, policies, vices, etc. 
[ME, f. MDu., MLG vjeUerenj 

wel'ter2, n. 1. Heavy rider (now rare); 
(attrib.) ~ race, cup, stakes, handicap, 
etc., horse-races for heavy-weight riders 
(also ellipt. ~, =—race); —weight, heavy- 
-weight rider, also weight carried apart 
from weight for age as test, (boxing) 
see Bonding-weights. 2. (colloq.). Heavy 
blow, big person or thing, [orig. unkn. l 

wen1, n. More or less permanent tumour 
of benign character on scalp or other part 
of body; goitre; (fig.) abnormally large 
or congested city (the great ~, London). 
[OE wen(n), wsen(n), of unkn. orig.; cf. 
Du. wen, MLG wene, LG wehne tumour, 
wart ] 

wen2, n. The Old English and early 
Middle English letter p (w). [OE, var. of 
wyn joy (see winsome) used as beginning 
with the letter, cf. thorn] 

wench, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Girl or young 
woman, lass, (esp. of rustics or servants, 
or joc. & colloq.; a strapping, buxom, etc., 
~); II (arch.) strumpet. 2. vb. Court 
(dial.); whore, whence —'er1 n. (arch.), 
[shortened f. ME wenchel, f. OE wencel 
child (wancol weak, tottering)] 

wend1, v.t. & i. Direct one’s way; (arch.) 
go. [OE wendan, OS -ian, OHG wentan, 
ON venda, Goth, wandjan, causative of 
Gmc *wendan wind3] 

Wend2, n. One of a Slavic people for¬ 
merly spread over N. Germany, & now 
inhabiting E. Saxony. Hence ~'ic, ~'isii, 

aa. [f. G Wende, Winde] 
Wens'leydale (-zli-), n. Kind of cheese. 

[~ in Yorks.] 
went. See oo1, wend1 etym. 
wen'tletrap (-tel-), n. Shellfish with spiral 
shell of many whorls, [f. Du. wenteltrap 
winding stair, spiral shell J 

wept. See weep. 

were, weren’t (w£rnt). See he. 

were'wolf, wer'wolf, (wer'wdblf), n. 
(myth.; pi. -ves). Human being turned 
into wolf. [OE werewulf, = (M)Du. weer- 
ivolf, MHG werwolf (G wer-, wehr-); the 
first element is usu., but doubtfully, 
identified w. OE wer man] 

wert. See be. 

Wer'therism (varter-), n. Morbid senti¬ 
mentality as of Werther in Goethe’s 
Sorrows of Werther (1774). [-ism(3)] 
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Wesleyan (wfiz'llan, wCs-, wbzle'an), a. & 
n. (hist.). (Member) of the denomination 
founded by John Wesley (d. 1791). Hence 
~ism(3) n. [-an] 

west, adv., n., & a. (abbr. W.). 1. To¬ 
wards or in the region in front of observer 
on equator at equinox who faces setting 
sun (~ by 1 north or south; ~ of, farther ~ 
than; due1 ~; lies etc. east <£- ~, length¬ 
wise along line between east & ~; go, 
gone, ~, si., die, dead); —north—s <— 
-south-'—, adw., nn., & aa., (regions) mid¬ 
way between ~ & north-~, south— 
(with uses & derivatives corresponding 
to those of ~, as '—-north—-erly, '—-north- 
-~ern, ~ -north—wardly; see westerly 

etc.); hence ~'ward adv., n., & a., 
WARDS adv. & n. 2. n. Cardinal point 
lying ~; western part of England, Scot¬ 
land, Ireland, or Europe, part of U.S. 
beyond earlier settled States or ~ of 
Mississippi; = OCCIDENT (Empire of the 
R7~, western Empire); western part of 
any country; ~ wind. 3. adj. Situated, 
dwelling, in or more towards the ~; ~ 
longitude-, II ~ central, abbr. W.C., London 
postal district; II ~ country, part of Eng¬ 
land ~ of line from Southampton to 
mouth of Severn; W~ indies, whence 
W<— - Indian a.; W'— End, richer & more 
fashionable district in ~ of London; (of 
wind) coming from the ~; II >■—country, of 
or from or characteristic of the~ country; 
W'—-countryman (or -woman), native of 
it; TV—-end, in or characteristic of W~ 
End. [OE, OS, O HG west, O N vestr f. Gmc 
*wes-t-, cogn. w. L vesper, Gk hesperos] 

wes'tering, a. & part. Tending towards 
the west (usu. of sun), [f. wester vb f. west 
adv. + -er5 ] 

wes'terly, a. & adv. = foil, (rare); (of 
direction) towards the west; (of wind) 
blowing from the west or thereabouts. 
[f. WEST as EASTERLY ] 

wes'tern, a. & n. 1. Living or situated in, 
coming from, the west (TV'— Empire, one 
of two parts, with Rome as capital, cf. 
Eastern Empire with Constantinople, into 
■which Theodosius divided Roman Em¬ 
pire 395; W'— or Latin Church, part of 
Christian church that continued to ac¬ 
knowledge the popes at the Greek schism, 
see Greek) ; = Occidents ; (of wind) 
westerly (rare); hence ~eu1(4) n., ~ize(3) 

v.t., make (oriental people or country) ~ 
in ideas, institutions, etc., ~most a. 2. n. 
^er; a film or novel dealing with Ameri¬ 
can cowboys, rustlers, sheriffs, etc. [OE 
westerne (-ern)] 

west'ing, n. Westward progress or devia¬ 
tion esp. in sailing (cf. northing). 
[-ING 1 ] 

Westminster, n. City forming part of 
London (~ Abbey, fig., glorious death 
such as would entitle one to place among 
celebrities there buried); (the Houses of) 

whale 

Parliament, the political arena; member 
of ~ School; STATUTE of'—. 

wet, a., v.t. (-tt-), & n. 1. Soaked, covered, 
dabbled, moistened, or supplied, with or 
with water or other liquid (~ sponge, 
land, road, table, eyes, cheeks, clothes, feet; 
am ~ to the skin, with clothes soaked 
through); *not prohibiting or opposing 
use of alcohol; (si.) crazy, futile; ~ 
blanket 1; r— bargain, closed with drink; 
~ bob5; ~ bulb, see dry 1-bulb thermo¬ 
meter ; ~ dock, in which ship can float; ~ 
pack, wrapping of body in ~ cloths en¬ 
closed in dry blankets etc.; ~ plate in 
photog., sensitized collodion plate ex¬ 
posed while ~; rainy (~ day, weather); 
'—nurse, (n.) woman employed to suckle 
another’s child, (v.t.) act as ~-nurse to 
(child); hence ~'nesS n., ~t'iSH1(2) a. 
2. v.t. Make ~ (~ bargain, close it with 
drink; ~ one’s whistle, drink); hence 
~t'lNG1(l) n. 3. n. Moisture, liquid that 
~s something, rainy weather; (si.) a 
drink; ‘opponent of prohibition. [OE 
wset adj. = ON vatr, superseded in ME 
(wet) by p.p. of the vb; n. (OE weet) & vb 
(OE weetan) f. adj.; rel. to water] 

weth'er (-dll-), n. Castrated ram. [OE 
wether, OS withar, OHG widar, ON vethr, 
Goth, wiihrus] 

wey (wa), n. Unit of weight varying from 
2 cwt to 3 cwt with different kinds of 
goods, [orig. identical w. weigh n., OE 
wSeg(e), balance, weight, OS, OHG wdga, 
ON vcig f. Gmc *w&g- WEIGH] 

wh-. In a few of the words beginning 
thus the w is, as indicated in the pro- 
nunc. brackets, not sounded; in all others 
the h is silent in ordinary modern usage, 
but the earlier sound, = hw, is retained 
by the Scots, Irish, Welsh, & northern 
English, & by some purists in pronuncia¬ 
tion, as well as for the nonce in unfamiliar 
wds or such as might be confused with 
commoner wds having no -h- (whet, vdiey). 

whack, v.t., & n. 1. Strike heavily with 
stick etc., thwack, whence ~'ing1(1) n.; 

(si.) go shares in, distribute. 2. n. Heavy 
blow esp. with stick; (si.) share (have had 
my<— of pleasure), [imit., or alt. f. thwack] 

whack'er, n. (si.). Thing or person big of 
its kind. [-ER1; cf. thumper, whopper, etc. ] 

whack'ing, a. (si.). Big of its kind, [-ing2; 

see prec. ] 
whale, n. & v.i. 1. Kinds of large fishlike 
marine mammal some of which are 
hunted for their oil, spermaceti, ~bone, 
ambergris, etc. (right, arctic, Greenland, 
or bowhead —, kind yielding best ~bone; 
sperm2, humpback, bottle-nosed, etc., ~; 
bull, cow, ~, adult male, female, ~; very 
like a ~, ironical assent to absurd state¬ 
ment, see Hamlet ill. ii. 399). 2. A •— of 
(colloq.), no end of; a ~ on, at, for, very 
good at or keen on (something); — 
-boat, (double-bowed like those) used iu 

For pronunciation of words in wh- see wh-. 
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whaling; ~'bone, elastic horny substance 
growing in thin parallel plates in upper 
jaw of certain ~s, & used in many kinds 
of manufacture; —calf, young ~ ; —fin, 
commerc. name for ~bone: head, 
African bird allied to herons & storks; 
~-line, superior rope 2 in. round used in 
whaling; seaman engaged in 
whaling; <■—oil, train oil or sperm oil got 
from ~s. 3. v.i. Be engaged in~-fishing; 
whaling-gun, for firing harpoon etc. at 
~s; whaling-master, captain of a whaler. 
[OE hweel, = OHG wal, ON kvalr] 

whal'er, n. Whaling ship or man; kind 
of clinker-built seaboat with pointed 
stern, carried by some warships, [-er1] 

whang, v.t. & i., & n. (colloq.). 1. Strike 
heavily & loudly, whack; (of drum etc.) 
sound (as) under blow. 2. n. ~ing sound 
or blow. [imit. 1 

whangee' (-ngg-), n. Cane made from a 
kind of Chinese bamboo. [Chin, liuang] 

wharf (wdrf), n. (pi. -fs, -ves), & v.t. 
1. Wooden or stone platform beside 
which ship may be moored for (un)loading 
etc.; hence ~'age(1, 4) n. 2. v.t. Moor 
(ship) at, store (goods) on, ~. [OE 
hwearf, = MLG warf, werf] 

whar'iinger (wobflnjer), n. Wharf-owner, 
[app. f. earlier *wharfager, f. wharfage 
+ -ER1; cf. messenger] 

what (wot), a. & pron. interrog., excl., 
& rel. 1. adj.: (a) interrog., asking for 
selection from indefinite number (cf. 
which from definite number; ~ books 
have you read?; don’t know ~ plan he will 
try) or for specification of amount or 
number or kind (~ money, men, abilities, 
has he?; ~ news?; ~ matter?, ~ does it 
matter 2; ~ good, use, is it?, ~ purpose 
will it serve?; ~ manner of man is he?; 
I know ~ difficulties there are, cf. c); (b) 
excl., = how great or strange or other¬ 
wise remarkable for good or ill (~ a fool 
you are! ; ~ impudence! ; — an idea! ; 
~ genius he has!) or, before adj. & n., 
= how (~ partial judges we are!); (c) rel., 
= the — that, any — that, as much or 
many — as, (dispose of ~ difficulties there 
a,re, cf. a; lend me ~ money or men you 
can; will give you ~ help is possible; ~ 
time, arch., when, while). 2. pron.: (a) 
interrog., = ~ thing(s) ?, with many modi¬ 
fications given by context, & often in 
ellipt. uses for sentence, some of which 
are here illustrated (so colloq., freq. 
implying that one is at a loss ~ to do or 
think; ~ will people say?, is it respectable 
to do it ?; W~?, i.e. did you say; ~ ho!, 
excl. of greeting or hailing; ~ is he?, i.e. 
in respect of occupation; ~, do you really 
mean it?, i.e. I must have heard wrongly; 
~ if we were to try?, i.e. would result; ~ 
for?, for ~ reason or purpose ?; ~-for n. 
(sb), severe punishment, reprimand, etc., 
as he gave him ~-/or; ~ though we are 

whatso 

poor?, i.e. does it matter; ~ next?, no 
absurdity can outdo this; ~ of or about 
—?, i.e. ~ news ?, or how can you dispose 
of this point?; well, ~ of it?, formula 
admitting fact but not inference etc. 
from it; ~ is he the belter for it?, in ~ way 
or to ~ extent; ~ is your name?; ~ not 
usu. without interrog. mark, many other 
things of the same kind, anything; -—not, 
piece of furniture with shelves for knick- 
knacks ; ~ like is he?, provincial for ~ is 
he like? or what sort of man is he?, ~-d’ye- 
-call-him, -her, -it, -’em, ~’s-his (or -her, 
-its)-name, substitutes for name that has 
slipped memory; / wonder ~ you are; 
don’t knoiv ~ he said; ~ followed is doubt¬ 
ful, cf. c; cannot guess ~ he was attempting, 
cf. c; have you (si.), anything else of 
that sort; I know ~, have a new idea; 
I’ll tell you ~, i.e. the truth or right 
course is; know ~’s —, i.e. a good thing 
etc. from a bad etc.); (b) excl., = ~ 
thing(s)!, how much!, etc. (~ he has 
suffered!); (c) rel., = that or those which, 
the thing(s) that, anything that, a thing 
that, (~ followed was unpleasant, cf. a; 
did ~ he was attempting, cf. a; ~ I have 
written I have written; ~ I know not is not 
knowledge; give me ~ you, can; ~ is called 
the general reader; come ~ will or may, in 
spite of any results etc.; tell me ~ you 
remember of it; but, ~ even you must con¬ 
demn, he was lying; will do ~ 7 can for 
you; use no arguments but ~ you believe in 
yourself; so also various more or less 
incorrect colloq. uses of but ~ for but, as 
not a day comes but — makes a change, not a 
man but ~ likes her, not a day but~ it rains, 
I never see him but ~ 1 think, I don’t know 
but ~ I will, not but ~ ; ~ with — ~ ivith 
■—, between various causes etc., as ~ with 
drink & ~ with fright, he did not know 
much about the facts). [OE hweel, OHG 
(h)waz, ON hvat, Goth, hwa f. Gmc *hwat 
f. Aryan qwod (cf. L quod) neut. sing, of 
qwos who ] 

whatev'er (w5t-),whate’er(poet. ;wot;rr'), 
a. & pron. indef. rel. used (1) = prec. in 
rel. uses with addition of or emphasis on 
indefinite sense (~ I have is yours; ~ 
measures are considered best; do ~ you 
like); (2) in indef. concessive clauses 
where what is not possible, = though any¬ 
thing), as ~ results follow, ~ ha/ppens, ~ 
friends we may offend, ice shall have done 
our duty; (3) ellipt. for ~ it, he, etc., may 
be, = at all after noun in negative context 
(never whate’er), as there is no doubt ~, is 
there any chance ~ ?, no one ~ would accept, 
cannot see any one ~; (4) colloq. for what 
EVER. [ME ; WHAT + EVER) 

What'man (-5t-), n. (attrib.). ~ (paper), 
brand of paper used for drawing, water- 
-colours, engraving, & photography, 
[maker’s name] 

what'so (arch.; -5t-), whatsoev'er (em- 
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phatic), whatsoe’er' (poet.; wbtsoai-'), 
aa. &pronn. = whatever (1, 2), & whatso¬ 
ever = also whatever (3). [ME, reduced 
f. OE swa hu:set swdl 

II whaup, n. Curlew (chiefly Sc.), [imit. of 
cry] 

wheal1, mis-spelling of wale, weal. 

II wheal2, n. (Cornwall). Mine (esp. tin- 
mine). [Cornish huel] 

wheat, n. (Highly nutritious seeds of) 
kinds of corn-plant bearing dense four- 
-sided spike of grain (esp. winter or un¬ 
bearded ~, summer or bearded & 
German ~ or spelt); ~-grass, couch-grass. 
Hence ~'en5 a. [OE hweele, OS hweti, 
OHG weizzi, ON hveiti, Goth, hwaiteis 
f. Gmc *hwaitjaz f. *hwit- white ] 

wheat'ear, u. Small bird with white belly 
& rump, [earlier wheatears (white, arse)] 

Wheat'stone bridge, n. Apparatus for 
measuring electrical resistances. [C. 
Wheatstone, English physicist (d. 1875)] 

whee'dl|e, v.t. Coax into doing or into 
good temper etc., persuade by flattery or 
endearments, cajole, humour for one’s 
own ends; get (thing) by ~ing out of per¬ 
son ; cheat (person) out of thing by ~ing. 
Hence ^-er1 n., ~ing2 a., ~ingLY2 adv. 
[orig. obsc.; peril, f. OE weedlian beg 
(wsedl poverty)] 

wheel1, n. 1. Circular frame or disc 
arranged to revolve on axis & used to 
facilitate motion of vehicle or for various 
mechanical purposes, machine etc. of 
which a ~ is an essential part, object 
resembling a~, (balance, Catherine, cog1, 

FLY3, MILL1, OVERSHOT, PADDLE, POTTER’S, 

ratchet, spin ning, steer ing, sun-&-planet, 
undershot, ; eccentric ~, turning on 
axis not at its centre; fifth ~, apparatus 
enabling front ~s etc. of four-wheeled 
conveyance to be slewed, also see fifth 

~; ~s within ~s, intricate machinery, 
indirect or secret agencies; the ~s of life, 
the vital processes etc.; ~ of life (obs.), 
scientific toy converting series of pictures 
of successive attitudes into semblance of 
continuous motion; Fortune’s ~, ~ with 
which Fortune is depicted as symbol of 
ups & downs, also fig. vicissitudes; break 
on the ~, maim & kill on medieval in¬ 
strument of torture that revolved with 
victim bound on it; break1 butterfly on 
~; a fly 1 on the ~; put spoke 1 in one’s 
~, one’s shoulder to the ~; ~ & axle, 
utilization of leverage given by difference 
in circumference between ~ & its axle, 
called one of the mechanical powers; go 
on ~s, smoothly); Fortune’s ~ (we may 
be rich at the next turn of the ~); steering- 
— (don't speak to the man at the ~). 
2. Motion as of ~, circular motion, motion 
of line as on pivoted end esp. as military 
evolution, (street arab turning ~.s in the 
gutter; the ~s & somersaults of the gulls; 
right, left, etc., ~, words of command to 
company etc. in line to swing round on 
right, left, flank as pivot). 3. barrow2; 

~ base, distance between front & rear 
axles of vehicle; ~ chair, invalid’s on 
~s; ~-Aorse, w-heeler; ~-house, steers¬ 
man’s shelter; ~-lock, (gun with) anti- 
q uated lock having steel ~ to rub against 
flint etc.; —seat, part of axle fitting into 
hub; ~-tread, part of carriage etc. ~ that 
touches ground; ~ window, circular with 
spokelike tracery; wright, maker of ~s. 
Hence (-)~kd! (-Id), ~'less, aa. [OE 
hweogol, hweol, MDu. wiel, MLG wel, ON 
hjol, hvel, f. Gmc *hwe(g)ula, cogn. w. Gk 
kuklos cycle ] 

wheel2, v.t. & i. Swing (t. & i. of line of 
men etc.) round in line on one flank as 
pivot, (loosely) change direction lit. or 
fig., face another way, (often round); 
push or pull (wheeled thing esp. wheel¬ 
barrow or Bath chair or its load or occu¬ 
pant, or furniture on castors) in some 
direction; go in circles or curves; ride on 
bicycle. [ME, f. prec. ] 

wheel'er, n. In vbl senses; also: rear 
horse in four-in-hand, tandem, etc. 
(cf. leader); four-~; || wheelwright. 
[wheel1- 2, -F.R1) 

wheez|e, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Breathe with 
audible friction; ~e out, utter with ~iug. 
2. n. Sound of ~ing, whence —-'y2 a., 
~'1ly2 adv., ~'1ness ii. ; (theatr. si.) joke, 
anecdote, etc., interpolated by actor 
during performance; (si.) scheme, plan, 
[prob. f. ON hvsesa to hiss] 

whelk1, n. Kinds of marine spiral-shelled 
mollusc, some used as food. [ME wilke, 
welke f. OE vrioloc, weoloc, of unkn. orig.] 

whelk2, n. Pimple. Hence ~ed2 (-kt) a. 
[OE hwylca (hwelian suppurate), see 
wale] 

whelm, v.t. (poet., rhet.). Engulf, sub¬ 
merge, overwhelm, [perh. f. OE *hwel- 
man = hwylfan overturn, whence dial. 
whelve ] 

whelp, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Young dog, pup ; 
young lion, tiger, bear, wolf, etc., cub; 
disagreeable or ill-bred child or youth. 
2. vb. Produce pups or cubs or (derog.) 
child, give birth to (esp. derog. of human 
mother); originate (evil scheme etc.). 
[OE, OS hwelp, OHG (h)welf, ON hvelpr] 

when, adv. interrog. & rel., prom, & n. 
1. adv. interrog. At what time?, on 
what occasion ?, how soon ?, how long 
ago ?, (~ did, shall, you see him?; don’t 
know ~ it was; say ~, ellipt., i.e. process 
is to begin or stop; in rhet. questions 
equivalent to neg. statement, as ~ shall 
we see his like again?, ~ did I suggest such 
a thing?). 2. adv. rel. (With time etc. as 
antecedent) at which (the time ~ such 
things could happen is gone; there are 
occasions, conjunctures, etc., ~); at the 
or any time that, on the or a.ny occasion 
that, at whatever time, as soon as, (he 
exclaimed ~ he saw me; ~ Greek meets 
Greek; ~ it rains he stays at home; shall 
have it ~ you ask politely; also ellipt. like 
while2, as he looked in ~ passing, ~ 



whence 
found make a note of; also introducing 
exclamatory clause with ellipse of 
apodosis, as — / think what 1 have done 
for that man!)\ although, considering 
that, {walks — he might ride-, how could 
you, — you knew it might kill him?; how 
convince him — he will not listen?); after 
or upon which, hut just then, & then, (the 
conflict began, — it soon appeared which 
was stronger; we were just coming to the 
point — the bell interrupted us). 3. pron. 
What (interrog.) or which (rel.) time (till 
— can you stay?, from — does it date?; 
since — things have been better). 4. n. 
Time, date, occasion, (told me the — & the 
how of it). [OE hwanne etc., = OS hwan, 
OHG wanne, Goth, hwan, f. interrog. st. 
hwa- (who, what), as then is of lha- (the, 
THAT)] 

whence, adv. interrog. & rel., pron., & n. 
(now poet., literary, etc.). 1. From what 
place or source ? (being ousted by where 
— from in lit. sense & how, why, etc., in 
fig.; ~ comes it that, how is it that; no one 
knows — she comes); (with place etc. as 
antecedent) from which (the source — 
these evils spring; now usu. from which); 
to or rarely at or from the place from 
which (return — you came; abides — he sent 
me; comes — he came; now usu. where — 
from, from where —); —soev'er, from 
whatever place or source. 2. pron. What 
(interrog.) or which (rel.) starting-place 
(from — is he?; the source from— it springs). 
3. n. Source (we know neither our — nor 
our whither). [ME whannes, wliennes, f. 
whanne (OE hwanone whence, f. st. hwa-, 
sec prec.) + -E8; cf. thence ] 

whenev'er, whene’er' (poet.; -Sr), when- 
sSev'er (emphatic), adv. rel. indef. (cf. 
when ever). At whatever time, on what¬ 
ever occasion, as soon as, every time that, 
[so, EVER] 

where (war), adv. interrog. & rel., pron., & 
n. 1. adv. interrog. In or to what place 
or position lit. or fig., in what direction, 
at what part, in what respect, (~ is 
Heaven?; — did you read that?, in what 
hook; — are you going?, now usu. pre¬ 
ferred to whither; showed me — they were; 
— does it touch our interests?; — are you 
looking?, — shall we be if prices fall now?, 
how situated; don’t know — to have him, 
said of person of elusive character; often 
in rhet. questions = neg. statements, as 
~ is the sense of it?, — is the use of 
trying?). 2. adv. rel. (see also where-). 
(With place etc. as antecedent) in which 
(places — they sing; also with ellipse of 
noun, as — he is weakest is in his facts); in 
or to the or any place, in the direction or 
part or respect, in which (— your treasure 
is; go — you like; is, send him, — he will be 
taken care of; — the ancients knew nothing 
ice know a little; that’s — it is, colloq., that 
is the real reason for it or point of it). 

whether 

3. pron. What (interrog.) or which (rel.) 
place (~ do you come from, are you going 
to?; vulg. in rel. use, as the place — he 
comes from). 4. n. Place, scene of some¬ 
thing, (the —s & whens are important; cf. 
oni/~, no—, every—). [OE hivser. Invar, 
OS hwdr, OHG (h)wdr, wd, cf. also ON 
hvar, Goth, hwar; f. st. hwa- (sec when); 

Cf. HERE, THERE] 

where- (war). 1. — is written in one word 
with appended prep, as substitute for the 
prep, preceding or following what inter¬ 
rog. pron. or which rel. pron. (—by shall 
we know him.?; the signs —by he shall be 
known; —by I saw that he was angry), cf. 
corresp. compounds of there; the use is 
becoming rare exc. either in formal or 
poet, or in joc. or uneducated writing or in 
special uses as noted: —-'about' (& see 2); 
—at'; —by'; —'fore (for what reason?, 
why ?, on what account, on which ac¬ 
count : also as n. pi. = reasons as the why8 
& —fores); —from'; —in' (also —inso- 
ev'er); —in'to; —of'; —on'; —out'; 
—through'; —to'; —un'der; —un'to; 
—upon' (still common introducing new 
sentence in narrative); —with' (or — 
withal'; the longer form common as n. = 
money etc. needed for a purpose; has not 
the —withal to do it, or the —withal). 2. — 
in its proper local use is qualified in sense 
by additions: —abouts' adv. interrog., 
where within considerable limits or 
vaguely (—abouts is he?; don’t know even 
—abouts to look), (n., —'abouts) person’s or 
thing’s locality roughly defined; —as' 
conj., taking into consideration or having 
as premiss the fact that (esp. in legal pre¬ 
ambles), in contrast or comparison with 
the fact that, but in contrast with what 
has been said; wherev'er, where’er' 
(poet.; -ar), —soev'er (emphat.), adw. 
rel. indef., in or to whatever place etc. 

whe'rry, n. Light shallow rowing-boat 
usu. for carrying passengers, [orig. unkn. ] 

whet, v.t. (-tt-), & n. 1. Sharpen by 
rubbing on or with stone etc.; stimulate 
(appetite, stomach, desire); —'stone, 
shaped stone for tool-sharpening, thing 
that sharpens the wits. 2. n. Sharpening; 
small quantity taken to create or creating 
appetite for more; dram. [OE hwettan, 
OHG wezzan, ON hvetja, f. hwset bold, cf. 
OHG hwaz sharp] 

wheth'er1 (w6dh-), a. & pron. interrog. 
& rel. (arch.). Which of the two. [OE 
hweether, hwe-, = OS hwethar, OHG 
hwedar, ON hvatharr, Goth, hwathar f. 
Gmc *hwa-, *hwc- (see when) +-ther; cf. 
OTHER] 

wheth'er2 (wSdh-), conj. 1. Introducing 
indirect questions of which the direct 
form would be answerable with yes or no 
(don’t know — he will be here); such ques¬ 
tions involve an alternative, which may bo 
unexpressed as above, expressed precisely 

1486 

For pronunciation of words in wh- see wh-. 



whew 1487 

(~ he is here or ~ he is in London, or more 
usu. ellipt. or in London), or expressed 
comprehensively by the negative (~ he is 
here or~ he is not here, or more usu. ellipt. 
or not)', i.e., the alternative if expressed 
has always or, after which ~ is usu. 
repeated if subj. & vb are expressed; — 
-clauses may be appended directly to 
many adjj. & nn. as well as to vbs (doubt¬ 
ful, uncertain, anxious, etc., ~; the 
question etc. ~), though as to is often 
needlessly inserted; doubt2 ~ ; ~ or no2 ; 
formerly also with direct questions (~ 
shall we live or die?). 2. Used with follow¬ 
ing or or or~ (according as second alterna¬ 
tive has its subj. &vb expressed, as in 1) to 
introduce the protasis having alternatives 
corresponding to a single conditional 
apodosis (~ we stay or ~ we go, ~ we go to 
him or he comes to us, ~ we go or not, the 
result will be bad); ~ or no2; formerly 
also when each alternative had apodosis 
(~ ive live, we live unto the Lord, <£• ~ we 
die, we die etc.), [f. prec.] 

whew (hwu), int. expressing (usu. joc.) 
consternation. 

whey (wa), n. Part of milk that remains 
liquid when the rest forms curds; ~- 
faccd (arch.), pale esp. with fear. [OE 
hweeg, hweg, MDu. wey, f. Gmc *hwaja-] 

which, a. & pron. interrog. & rel. 1. adj. 
interrog. Asking for selection from alter¬ 
natives conceived as limited in number 
or known (cf. what; ~ ivay shall we 
go?; say ~ chapter you prefer). 2. adj. rel. 
And, now, although, since, etc., this or 
these (now rare exc. with n. serving to 
sum up details of a compound or vague 
antecedent; a smile & a shilling, ~ equip¬ 
ment is within most peoples reach, will 
suffice; ~ things are an allegory); the ~, 
arch. for~. 3. pron. interrog.~ person(s), 
~ thing(s), (~ of you am I to thank for 
th is?; say ~ you would like best; ~ is ~ ?, ~ 
of two etc. given persons etc. corresponds 
to one of given descriptions etc., & ~ to 
another?). 4. pron. rel. (cf. that). Used 
to convert what would in the simplest 
grammar be an independent sentence into 
a subordinate clause by being substituted 
for a noun expressed in it after being 
expressed or implied in the sentence to 
which it is to be subordinated, = ~ person 
or persons (arch.), ~ thing(s) as modified 
by context, (Our Father, ~ art in heaven; 
the river ~, or better that, flows through 
London; the meeting, ~ was held in the 
Park, was a failure; he said he saw me 
there, ~ was a lie; occas. in clause preced¬ 
ing antecedent, as moreover, ~ you will 
hardly credit, he was not there himself; 
the ~, arch, for ~; in the possessive case 
whose is occas. for convenience preferred 
to the usual o/~, as the only place whose 
supply of baths is adequate). [OE hwelc, 
hwilc, = OS hwilic, OHG (h)n:elih, Goth. 
hwaleilcs f. Gmc *hwa-, *hwi- + *liko- 
body (like1, -ly1); cf. such] 

while 

whichev'er, whichsoever Jlemphat.), 

aa. & pronn. rel. indef. used correspond¬ 

ingly to WHATEVER, WHATSOEVER, but with 

the restricted area of choice that distin¬ 

guishes which from what (cf. which ever). 

[SO, EVER] 

whid'ah-bfrd (-da-), n. Small W.-Afr. 
bird, male of which has tail-feathers of 
enormous length. [orig. wmow-bird, 
altered f. assoc, w. TVhidah in Dahomey] 

whiff1, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Puff of air, smoke, 
odour, etc. (~ of grape-shot, a few dis¬ 
charges; want a ~ of fresh air); (com- 
mere.) small cigar; II light uncovered 
outrigged sculling-boat. 2. vb. Blow or 
puff (t. & i.) lightly, [imit.; perh. partly 
alt. of ME weffe foul smell] 

whiff2, n. Kind of flatfish, [perh. = prec.] 
whiff3, v.i. Fish with lino towing bait 
near surface, [orig. unkn.] 

whif'fle, v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Of wind) blow 
lightly, shift about, drive (ship) in vary¬ 
ing directions; (of flame, leaves, & fig. 
of thought etc.) flicker, flutter, wander; 
make the sound of a light wind in breath¬ 
ing etc. 2. n. Slight movement of air. [f. 
whiff 1 + -le(3)] 

whig, n. & a. (Member) of the political 
party that, after the Revolution of 1688, 
aimed at subordinating the power of the 
crown to that of Parliament & the upper 
classes, passed the Reform Bill, & in the 
19th e. was succeeded by the Liberals 
(opp. tory; dish2 the~s). Hence ~g'ERY 
(4), ~g'iSM(3), nn., -^g'lsu1 a., ~g'ishLY2 

adv., ~g'ishNESS n., (-g-). [c. 1648 of 
Scottish Covenanters, prob. short for 
whiggamer, -more, of unascertained orig. ] 

while1, n., & v.t. 1. Space of time, time 
occupied by or given to some action etc., 
(have been waiting all this ~ ; go away for 
a~; in a little ~, soon; mean2~; once in 
a ~, occasionally, at long intervals; have 
not seen him for a long ~, this long ~ past; 
happened a long ~ ago; that is enough for 
one ~, for some time; worth ~ or my etc. 
~, repaying the time spent in doing it 
etc.; looked in her eyes the ~ or whilst, 
during some other process; the ~ or 
whilst, poet., during the time that). 2. v.t. 
Pass (time, hour, etc.) away in leisurely 
manner. [OE hv.il, OS, OHG hwU(a), ON 
hvila, Goth, hweila, f. Gmc. *hwilo, cogu. 
w. L quies quiet] 

while2, conj. 1. During the time that, for 
as long as, at the same time as, (please 
write ~ I dictate; Jones got 98 ~ his 
partner was making 15; ~ there is life 
there is hope; also with ellipse of pro¬ 
nominal subject & am, is, was, etc., as ~ 
reading I fell asleep, we are safe ~ in his 
care, he retained the consciousness of it ~ 
asleep). 2. In contrast more or less marked 
with the fact that simultaneously, al¬ 
though, whereas, (chiefly journalistic) 
and, (Nero fiddling ~ Rome burns; ~ I 
have no money to spend, you have nothing 
to spend money on; ~ I admit his good 



whiles 

points I can see his bad-, also erron. ~ 
admitting etc., cf. the correct ellipses 
above; Jones lost an arm, Brown a leg, ~ 
Robinson hod both amputated), [short for 
OE thd hwile the, ME the -while that] 

whiles. See whilst. 
whirom, adv. & a. 1. (arch.). Once, 
formerly. 2. adj. Quondam this~ friend). 
[OE hwilum, dat. pi. of while1; cf. OS, 
OHG hwilon] 

whilst, whiles (arch.; wllz), conj. & n. 
= while2; (n.) = the while. [ME, 
orig. in comb., as sumehwiles etc., (while1 
+ -es), +-< as in anwngst, amidst] 

whim, n. Sudden fancy, caprice, crotchet; 
kind of windlass for raising ore from 
mine; ~'wham, arch, [redupl. of ~ ], play¬ 
thing, toy, ~. [orig. unkn,; perh. sym¬ 
bolic] 

whim'brel, n. Kind of curlew, [peril, f. 
foil., f. the bird’s cry] 

whim'per, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Make feeble 
querulous or frightened sounds, cry & 
whine softly; utter ~iugly; hence ~er1 
n., ~ingLY2 adv. 2. n. Sound of ~ing. 
[unit., f. earlier dial, whimp + -ers] 

whim'sical (-z-), a. Capricious; odd- 
-looking, fantastic. Hence ~ity (-zlkaF) 
n.,~LY2adv. [foil.,-ical) 

whim'sy (-zi), n. Crotchet, whim, [see 
WHIM] 

whin1, n. Gorse, furze, (used in pi. also); 
~'chat, kind of small bird. [prob. Scand., 
cf. Norw. hvine, hven, Sw. liven] 

whin2, whin'sill, whin'stone, nn. Kinds 
of basaltic rock or hard sandstone, [orig. 
unkn. ] 

whin|e, v.i. & t., & n. (Make) long-drawn 
complaining cry (as) of dog; (utter) 
querulous talk; utter ~ingly (often out). 
Hence ^'er1 n., ~'ingLY2 adv. [OE 
hwinan, ON hvina] 

II whing'er, n. Short sword, dirk, or long 
knife, (app. rel. to 15th c. whinyard, of 
unkn. orig.] 

whinn'y, v.i., & n. 1. Neigh gently or joy¬ 
fully. 2. n. ~ing sound, [imit., cf. whine ] 

whip1, v.t. & i. (-pp-). 1. Move (t. & i.) 
with sudden motion, snatch, dart, (always 
with adv. or prep.; ~ behind the cupboard; 
~ped away to France-, ~ped up her toy 
terrier-, ~ out srword, knife-, ~ off one’s 
coat). 2. Bind (cord, stick) with close 
covering of twine, sew (seam) with over¬ 
hand stitches. 3. Flog, lash, (horse, boy, 
etc.; ~ in, off, together, of managing 
hounds with & transf. followers esp. in 
Parliament; ~ stream, fish it with ~ping 
motion; ~ horses on, urge with whip; ~ 
fault out of person; ~ eggs, cream, beat 
into froth); (si.) excel, defeat,(~ creation, 
beat all). 4. Hoist (coal etc.) with rope 
passed through pulley. 5. ~ping-boy, 
(hist.) boy educated with & chastised for 
young prince, (fig.) scapegoat; ~ping- 
•post, to which persons were tied to be 

whirl 

~ped ; ~ping-top, kept spinning by blows 
of lash. Hence ~p'lNG1(l, 4) n. [ME; 
early hist, uncert.; f. (M)Du., (M)LG 
wippen swing, leap, dance, = MHO 
wipfen dance] 

whip2, n. 1. Instrument for urging on or 
punishing with lash attached to short or 
long stick; good, poor, etc., coachman 
(esp. of four-in-hand or tandem driver). 
2. (Also whipper-in) hunt official sub¬ 
ordinate to huntsman charged with man¬ 
agement of hounds; II (transf.) official 
appointed to maintain discipline among-, 
secure attendance of, & give necessary 
information to, members of his party in 
House of Parliament, also written notice 
(variously underscored with number of 
lines representing degrees of urgency, as 
three-line ~) requesting attendance on 
particular occasion. 3. (Also —dh-derry) 
rope-&-pulley hoisting apparatus. 4. 
cord, tightly twisted cord such as is used 
for making ~ -lashes (his veins stood out 
like ~cord); ~ -crane, light derrick with 
tackle for hoisting; ~-fish, kind with 
dorsal fin produced into filament like ~- 
-lash; ~-gin, tackle-block with hoisting 
rope with several ends each to be simul¬ 
taneously hauled on; ~ hand, hand that 
holds ~ (esp. in have the ~ hand of, be 
in position to control); ~-ray, ray-fish 
with long slender tail; ~-round, appeal 
circulated among friends, members of a 
club or society, etc., for contributions 
(usu. for some charitable object); ~-saw, 
narrow saw-blade with ends held by 
frame; ~-snake, slender kinds. Hence 
~p'v2 a., flexible, springy, ~p'iNESS n. 
[ME; partly f. prec., partly f. (M)LG 
wippe, ivip, quick movement, leap, etc.] 

whipp'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: ~-in, 
(now usu. shortened to) whip2; —snap¬ 
per, small child, young & insignificant 
but presuming or intrusive person [peril, 
for whipsnapper, implying noise & un¬ 
importance]. [-ER 1 ] 

whipp'et, n. Cross-bred dog of modified 
greyhound type used for racing; (mil.) 
fast light tank. [perh. f. whip1 +-et] 

whip'poor will, n. American bird allied 
to goatsucker, [imit. of cry] 

Whip'snade, n. (Used for) ~ Park, in 
the Chilterns, a reserve for the breeding 
& exhibition of wild animals, [place] 

whip'ster, n. Small child; II trilling frivo¬ 
lous person such as should still be subject 
to the whip, [-ster] 

whf?(r), v.i. (part, whir’ring), & n. (Make) 
continuous buzzing or softly clicking 
sound as of bird’s wings quickly flapped 
or cogwheels in rapid action. [ME, prob. 
Scand., cf. Da. hvirre, Norw. kvirra] 

whirl, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Swing (t. & i.) 
round & round, revolve (t. & i.) rapidly 
(~ing dervish); send (missile etc.), (of 

moving body) travel, swiftly iu orbit or 
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curve; convey or go rapidly away etc. in 
wheeled conveyance; (of brain, senses, 
etc.) be giddy, seem to spin round, (of 
thoughts etc.) follow each other in be¬ 
wildering succession. 2. n. ~ing move¬ 
ment (my thoughts are in a ~). 3. ~'pool, 
circular eddy in sea etc.; ~'wind, mass 
of air ~ing rapidly round & round in 
cylindrical or funnel shape (smv wind & 
reap ~wind, suffer worse results of bad 
action). [ME ; prob. f. ON hvirfla f. Gmc 
*hwerbh- rotate] 

whfrl'igig (-g-), n. Kinds of spinning toy, 
(fig.) revolving motion (~ of time, changes 
of fortune); merry-go-round; kinds of 
water beetle that circle about on surface, 
[f. prec. -fobs, gig whipping-top] 

whisht. See whist *. 
whisk, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Bunch of grass, 
hair, etc., to flap dust off, flies away, etc., 
with; instrument for beating up eggs or 
cream; quick movement (as) of ~ or of 
animal’s tail. 2. vb. Flap (dust, fly, etc.) 
away or off; beat up (eggs etc.); take away 
or off with sudden motion (waiter ~ed my 
plate off); convey or go lightly & quickly 
esp. out of sight (was ~ed across channel 
in aeroplane; mouse ~s into its hole); 
brandish lightly or flip or wave about 
(went ~ing a cane, her tail). [ME wish, 
prob. Scand., cf. ON visk wisp, Sw. viska 
besom, Sw. viska to whisk] 

whis'ker, n. Hair of man’s cheek (cf. 
moustache, beard-, usu. in pi.); bristle 
growing from upper lip of cat etc., set 
of such bristles on one side. Hence (-)~ed2 
(-erd) a. [f. whisk vb-t-ER1] 

whis'ky1, -key, n. Spirit distilled from 
malted barley, other grains, or sugar etc.; 
whiskifled (joc.), affected by —drinking; 
~-liver, liver-complaint from alcoholic 
poisoning, [short for whiskybae, var. of 
USQUEBAUGH] 

whis'ky2, n. Kind of light gig or chaise. 
[f. whisk, w. ref. to lightness of motion ] 

whis'per, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Speak without 
vibration of vocal cords; talk with inten¬ 
tion of being audible only close at hand 
or to confidant; inform or bid (person) 
thus that or to do; converse privately, in¬ 
dulge in slander or plotting; put secretly 
in circulation (tale, that-, esp. it is ~ed 
that)-, (of leaves, stream, etc.) rustle; 
~ing-gallery, gallery, cave, etc., in which 
some acoustic peculiarity causes least 
sound made at a particular point to be 
audible at another far off; hence ~er1, 

~ing1 (1), nn., ~ingLY2 adv. 2. n. ~ing 
speech (always talks in a ~ or ~s); ~ed 
remark; stage 1 ~; rumour of unknown 
origin, mysterious hint; rustling sound. 
[ONorthumb. hwisprian; cf. early Flem. 
wisperen, OHG (h)wispaldn (G wispeln)] 

|| whist1, whisht (hw-), int. enjoining 
silence (now rare exc. in representations 
of Irish talk, -sht). [ME, cf. hist, hush] 

|| whist2, a. (arch.). Silent. [ME, f. prec.] 
whist3, n. Card game of mingled skill & 

5813 3 

chance for four or exceptionally three or 

two persons (long, short, ~, with ten, five, 

points to game; dummy, double dummy, 

~; rubber2 of ~; ~ drive, progressive ~ 
party, [alt. f. (1621) whisk (perh. f. 

whisk vb), w. ref. to the silence usual in 

the game ] 

whistl|e (wi'sl), v.i. & t., & n. 1. Make 
with the lips or with instrument for the 
purpose, or (of birds etc.) with the voice, 
or (of missile, wind, etc.) by rapid motion, 
the shrill sound of breath forced through 
small orifice formed with lips (boy, bird, 
steam-engine, driver, wind, bullet, ~es; ~e 
for a wind, of becalmed sailors, whence 
may ~e for it, vainly wish; let one go ~e, 
disregard his wishes; ~ing, in names of 
kinds of bird & animal, as ~ing eagle, 
marmot)-, (obs.) act as informer, peach; 
summon or give signal to (dog, attendant) 
by ~ing (~e down the wind metaph. f. 
hawking, let go, abandon); give (tune 
etc.) by ~ing. 2. n. ~ing sound or note; 
instrument for producing such sound 
(penny ~e, tin pipe with six holes giving 
notes; steam ~e, sounded by jet of steam; 
pay for one’s ~e (of anecdotic orig.), 
pay high for some caprice); throat (wet 
one’s ~e); *~e-stop, small unimportant 
town on railway (~e-stop speech, elec¬ 
tioneering speech made on tour at railway 
stations). [OE hwis(l)lian, wisllian (also 
hwistle n.), of imit. orig.; cf. ON hvisla 
whisper, MSw. hvisla whistle] 

whistler (wls'ler), n. In vbl senses; esp.: 
kind of marmot; kinds of bird. [-ER1 ] 

whit1, n. Particle, least possible amount, 
(usu. in no ~, not or nei'er a ~, not at all), 
[early mod. E whyt, wyt, app. alt. f. 
wight in phr. no wight etc. ] 

Whit2, a., Whit'lsun, a. & n. ~ Sunday, 
seventh Sunday after Easter, commemor¬ 
ating day of Pentecost; ~ Monday, 
Tuesday, those following, ~ week, that 
containing, ~ Sunday; —'suntide (also 
~sun as n.), ~ Sunday & following days; 
~'sun week, ~ week, [late OE Hwita 
Sunnandseg White Sunday, app. w. ref. 
to white baptismal robes; from ME 
analysed as Whit Sunday or Whitsun 
Day, b :>th used attrib. in same sense, & 
Whitsun as n. (ME iv(h)iisone(n))] 

white *, a., & v.t. 1. Resembling a surface 
reflecting sunlight without absorbing any 
of the visible rays, of the colour of fresh 
snow or common salt or the common 
swan’s plumage, having some approach 
to such colour, pale (~ as a sheet), less 
dark than other things of the same kind 
(bleed ~, fig., drain of wealth etc., w. ref. 
to hanging of calf to ~n veal), character¬ 
ized by presence of some white, (~- 
in many -ED2 compounds used esp. 
in naming animals etc., as r—backed, 
-beaked, -bearded, -bellied, -breasted, 
-crested, -crowned, -eyed, -faced, -footed, 
-fronted, -headed, -necked, -rumped, -tailed, 
-throated, -winged). 2. (Of water, air, 
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light) transparent, colourless. 3. (fig.). 
Innocent, unstained, of harmless kind. 
4. Of ~ men (see ~ man below; ~ 
culture, civilization, etc.). 5. (pol.). Of 
royalist or counter-revolutionary or 
reactionary tendency (opp. red, & cf. 
terror). 6. ~ alloy, any of the cheap 
imitations of silver; ~ ant ; ~'bait, small 
fish prob. the fry of several kinds eaten 
fried in quantities when about 2 in. long; 
~'baam, tree with silvery underleaf; 
~ bear, polar bear; W~’boy, member of 
18th-c. illegal agrarian association in 
Ireland weariug ~ frocks at nightly 
meetings & outrages; ~-caps, breakers 
out at sea; ~ coal, water power [F houille 
blanche 1; ~ (snowy) Christmas-, ~ coffee 
(with milk); ~-collar worker, one not 
engaged in manual labour; ~ corpuscle, 
= leucocyte; ~ crow1, currant: IF~ 
Czar (hist.), (Asian phr. for) Czar of 
Kussia; ~ elephant ; || ~ ensign, flown by 
ships of British navy, cf. red ensign; 
~ feather1; ~ fish, any kind of sea-ftsh 
except herring, salmon, and sea-trout; 
~ flag1, friar, frost; ||~ gloves (pre¬ 
sented to assize judge who finds no 
criminal cases to try); ~ grouse 1; ~-gum, 
eruption on infant’s neck & arms; ~ 
hands, (lit.) as sign of exemption from 
labour, (fig.) innocency or integrity; so 
~-handed; ~ heart-cherry, pale heart- 
-shaped kind; ~ heat1 (lit., & fig. of 
passion etc.; so ~-hot); ~ horses, waves 
with ~ crests at sea; iF~ House, official 
residence of U.S. president; ~ lead1, 

lie 1; ~ light, colourless, e.g. ordinary 
daylight, also fig. of unprejudiced judge¬ 
ment ; lipped, esp. with fear ;~-livered, 
cowardly; ~ magic ; ~ man, member of 
one of the paler races chiefly inhabiting 
or having inhabited Europe, & character¬ 
ized by a certain type of civilization (cf. 
black, brown, red, yellow, man; the ~ man’s 
burden, task of leading the world forward), 
(colloq.) person of honourable character, 
good breeding, etc,;~meat, poultry, veal, 
rabbits, pork; ~ metal, = ~ alloy; ~ 
(sleepless) night [F nuit blanche]; ~-out 
n., atmospheric condition, esp. in polar 
regions, marked by dense snow-cloud 
& total obscuration of physical features 
[after Black3-om(]; II ~ paper, report 
issued by Government to give informa¬ 
tion ; IF~ (western) Russia(n); ~ sale (of 
house- & body-linen); ~ scourge ; ~ sheet, 
penitent’s garb (usu. stand in a ~ sheet, 
confess sin etc.); ~ slave, girl entrapped (& 
exported) for purpose of prostitution (the 

slave traffic, ~ slavery); smith, worker 
in tin, also polisher or galvanizcr of iron ; 
~ squall, sudden tropical storm at sea 
announced only by fine of ~ water ap¬ 
proaching ; thorn, hawthorn (cf. clack :- 
thorn); ~ (counter-revolutionary) terror; 
~-throat, kinds of small songbird; ~ war, 

war without bloodshed, economic war¬ 
fare ; ~’wash, (n.) solution of quicklime or 
of whiting & size for brushing over walls, 
ceilings, etc., to give clean appearance, 
also fig. means employed to clear person 
or his memory of imputations, (v.t.) cover 
with ~wash, attempt to clear reputation 
of, (pass., of insolvent) get fresh start by 
passage through bankruptcy court; ~ 
wine, of amber or golden colour (opp. red); 
~ witch (using power for beneficent pur¬ 
poses only); hence ~'ly2 adv. (rare), 
whit'ENs v.t. & i., ~'ness (-tn-) n., 
whit'lSH1(2) a. 7. v.t. (arch.). Make 
[OE, (OS) hwit, OHG (h)wiz, ON hvitr, 
Goth, hweits f. Gmc *hwitaz] 

white2, n. White or nearly white colour; 
kinds of white pigment (Chinese etc. ~); 
white clothes or material (dressed in ~); 
albuminous part round yolk of egg; 
visible part round iris of eye; = whiteman 
(mean3~); kinds of butterfly; (med.; pi.) 
LEVCOrrhoea. [OE ; f. prec.] 

II White'chapel (-t-ch-), n., & v.i. 1. ~ 
cart, light two-wheeled spring-cart used 
by shopkeepers for sending goods round. 
2. (whist). Lead from one-card suit with 
a view to subsequent trumping. [~ in 
London] 

II White'hall (-t-hawl), n. (Used for) the 
Civil Service, the Government offices, 
[street in London] 

white'ning (-tu-), n. = whiting1, [whiten 
(white1), -ing1] 

whith'er (-dh-), adv. interrog. & rel. 
(chiefly arch.), & n. 1. To what place or 
point? (now usu. where?, where — to?, 
how far?, etc., but cf. I see ~ your 
question tends), whence ~ward adv.; 
(rel., with antecedent place etc.) to which 
(now usu. to which, where), (without ante¬ 
cedent) to the or (also ~soever) any place 
to which (now usu. where); = & thither. 
2. n. Destination (our whence & our ~; 
no ~, arch., to no place). [OE hwider, f. 
Gmc *hwi-, cf. which, + -ther (b) ] 

whit'ing1, n. Chalk prepared by drying, 
grinding, etc., for use in whitewashing, 
plate-cleaning, etc. [white1 vb, -ingHi)] 

whit'ing2, n. Kind of sea-fish much used 
as food; ~-pout, fish with some resem¬ 
blance to ~ & an inflatable membrane 
over part of head. [ME, f. (M)Du. wijting, 
app. f. white1 a.+-ing3] 

whit'leather (-lSdh-), n. White leather 
dressed with alum instead of being 
tanned, [white1] 

II Whit'ley Coun'cil, n. A council of 
representatives of employers & workers 
for discussion & settlement of industrial 
relations & conditions. Hence Whit'Iey- 
ism n., use of such methods for dealing 
with industrial problems. [J. H. Whitley, 
Speaker 1921-8] 

wMt'low (-6), n. Inflammatory tumour 
on finger esp. about the nail. [ME 

For pronunciation of words in wh- see wh-. 
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whit flam, -flow, app. = white -f flaw1, 
but peril, of LG orig.; cf. early mod. Du. 
vijt, flit, LG fit whitlow] 

Whitsun. See whit2. 
whit'tlel, n. (arch.). Long knife, esp. 
such as is used by butchers, [var. of ME 
thwilel f. OE thwilan to cut 4- -le(1)] 

whit'tle2, v.t. & i. Trim, carve, slice off 
pieces from, (wood) with knife; shape, 
thin down, cut repeatedly at, piece of 
wood with knife; reduce amount or effect 
of by repeated subtraction (usu. down, 
au-ay). [f. prec.] 

Whit'worth thread (-wdr-, -r6d), n. 
Standard screw-thread for metal. [Sir 
Joseph Whitworth, English engineer (d. 
1887)1 

v.'hit'y, a. Inclining to white (usu. in 
comb, with other colour-name, esp. ~- 
-broum), [-y2 ] 

whiz, whizz, v.i. (-zz-), & n. (Make) 
sound given by friction of body moving 
at great speed through air; ~-bang (army 
si.), shell from a small-calibre liigh- 
- velocity gun. (imit. ] 

who (hob), pron. pers. interrog. & rel. (obj. 
idhom pr. boom; poss. whose pr. hobz). 
1. interrog. What person(s)?, which 
person(s)?, what sort of person(s) in re¬ 
gard to position or authority?, (~ said 
so?; ~ro or colloq. ~ do you mean?, 
told him ~ they were, or colloq. ~ 
to look out for-, ~se son is he?-, ~ would 
have thought it?, no one would; ~ are the 
Joneses, I should like to know?; ~ am I 
that I should object?; know ~ ’s ~, ~ or 
what each person is; a — ’s ~, list with 
description of notables; ~-does-what 
dispute or strike, one about which trade 
union is to do a particular job). 2. rel. 
(Person or persons) that (the man —m you 
saw, those for~se benefit it was done; any¬ 
one ~ chooses can apply; there is no one ~ 
we can believe is competent, often incor¬ 
rectly —m); (arch.) the or any person(s) 
that (~ breaks pays-, ~m the gods love die 
young; as ~ should say, like a person ~ 
said, as though one said); and, but, 
though, since, if, etc., he, him, they, etc. 
(sent it to Jones, ~ passed it on to Smith; is 
flirting with Dick, ~m she detests). [OE 
hwd, OS hwe, OHG (h)wer, Goth, hwas, f. 
Gmc *hwaz, *hwez f. Aryan qwos, qwes, 
cogn. w. L quis, Gk lis; cf. what] 

whoa. See wo. 
who'du(n)nit (hoo-), n. (si.). Detective or 
mystery story. [= who done (illiterate for 
did) it?] 

whoev'er, who'sS (arch.), whosoev'er 
(emphat.), whoe’er' & whosoe’er'(poet.; 
-ar), (hob-), pronn. pers. indef. rel. (cases 
as with who ; whomsoever or the incorrect 
whoever is usu. substituted without special 
emphasis for whomever, & whosesoever 
occas. for whose-ever), used (1) as mod. 
equivalent of arch, who in indef. rel. 
sense (whoever comes will be welcome; 
stopped whomsoever or whoever or whom¬ 

ever he saw; return it to whose-ever or 

whosesoever address is on it); (2) in indef. 

concessive clauses = though any one (who¬ 
ever else objects, I do not; whose-ever it 
is, I mean to have it; whomsoever or who¬ 
ever or whomever I quote, you retain your 
opinion)-, (3) vulg. for who ever, [who, 

SO, EVER] 

whole (hoi), a. & n. 1. (arch.). In good 
health, well (they that be ~ need, not a 
physician). 2. In sound condition, unin¬ 
jured, not broken, intact, (hope you ivill 
come back ~ ; got off with a ~ skin; there 
is not a plate left ~ ; has swallowed a raisin 
~). 3. Integral, consisting of one or 
more units, without fractions, (~ num¬ 
bers, integers). 4. Undiminished, without 
subtraction, (bread made of ~ meal, not 
deprived by bolting of some constitu¬ 
ents). 5. (With a in sing.) not less than 
(spent ~ years of misery; went up a ~ 
lone; lasted three ~ days; ~ regiments 
were cut down; talked a ~ lot of nonsense); 
(with the, his, etc.) all that there is of (the 
~ truth, world, duly of man; do thing with 
one’s ~ heart, heartily, with concen¬ 
trated effort etc., without doubts etc., 
whence —heartED2 a., •—heart'cdtv2 
adv.,—heart'edNESSn.; the~ priesthood, 
city, etc., all members or inhabitants of 
it; committee of the ~ House; go the ~ 
hog1, whence—hdgg'ER1 (-g-) n.). 6. — 
-coloured, all of one colour; ~-hoofed, with 
undivided hoofs; ~-length', (portrait) re¬ 
presenting person from head to foot; 

note, semibreve; ~'saZc, (n., chiefly 
attrib.) selling of articles in large quanti¬ 
ties to be retailed by others( a~sale dealer; 
sells by ~sale; ~sale prices), (adj. & adv.) 
on the ~sale plan, (transf.) on large scale, 
(our business is ~sale only; sells ~sale; 
a ~sale slaughter took place; sends out 
begging letters ~sale); ~'saler, ~sale 
dealer; hence -"'ness (holn-) n. 7. n. 
Thing complete in itself; all that there is 
of something (often of; the golden rule 
contains the ~ of morality; on or upon 
the ~, taking into consideration every¬ 
thing that bears on the question, after 
weighing pros & cons etc.); organic unity, 
complete system, total made up of parts, 
(nature is a ~; the ~ the parts). [OE 
hdl, OS hel, OHG heil, ON twill, Goth hails 
f. Gmc *hailaz, cf. hale ; for wh- cf. 
■WHORE ] 

whole'some (hols-), a. Promoting physi¬ 
cal or moral health, salubrious, salutary, 
not morbid, (~ food, air, exercise, advice, 
neglect, excitement). Hence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [ME; prec., -some] 

wholly (hbl-11), adv. Entirely, without 
abatement, (I am ~ yours); exclusively, 
without admixture, (a ~ bad example). 
[WHOLE, -LY2] 

whom. See who. [formally repr. OE 
hwdm, dat. of hwd who kr. hwwt WHATl 

whoop (hoop). Var. of hoop2; ~ing 
cough, infectious disease, esp. of children, 
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with short violent cough followed by 
long sonorous inspiration. Hence ~'er1 

n., in vbl senses; esp. (also —er or —ing 
swan) the wild or whistling swan, 

♦whoo'pee (woo-), n. (colloq.). Make —, 
rejoice noisily, have a roaring time. [f. 
preo. ] 

whop, v.t. (si.; -pp-). Thrash, (fig.) defeat, 
overcome, whence ~p'iN01(l) n.; (part.) 
very large of its kind (esp. a —ping lie), 
whence ~p,ER1 n. [orig. unkn.; var. of 
(dial.) wav) 

whore (hor), n., & v.i. 1. Prostitute, 
strumpet, (the scarlet W-); —-master, 
-monger, fornicator; hence ~'dom (hord-) 
n. 2. v.i. (Of man) practise fornication; 
(fig., arch., esp. go a-whoring after strange 
gods etc.) practise idolatry or iniquity, 
[late OE tiore, OHG huora, ON hora, f. 
Gmc *hor- (whence ON hdrr, Goth, hors) 
cogn. w. L earns dear; for wh- cf. 
WHOLE] 

whorl, n. Ring of leaves or other organs 
round stem etc. of plant; one turn of a 
spiral; disc on spindle steadying its mo¬ 
tion. Hence ~ed2 (-Id) a. [ME wharwyl, 
whorwil, app. var. of whirl, infi. by 
wharve n., whorl of spindle] 

whor'tleberry (wdttelb-), n. = bilberry. 

[16th c., south-western dial, form of 
hurtleberry (c. 1450, of unkn. orig.); so 
whort, whortle for hurt, hurtle] 

whose (bobz). Possessive case of who, 

used also as case of which 4; —-ever, 
~soever, see whoever. [ME hwas, later 
hwos, whos, alt. f. hwas, hwes, OE hwees, 
gen. of hwd who & hwset what, infi. by 
hwa, hwo who & hwdm, hwdm whom] 

whoso, whosoever. See whoever. 

why1, adv. interrog. & rel., & n. (pi. —s). 
1. On what ground?, for what reason?, 
with what purpose?, (~ did you do it?; 
cannot thinks you came; often ellipt., as 
You are late; —?, esp. in ~ so?, demand 
for grounds of statement or view); (rel.) 
on account of which (the reasons — he did 
it. are obscure). 2. n. Reason, explanation, 
(cannot go into the —s & wherefores now). 
[OE hwi, hivjj instr. of hwset what, f. 
Gmc *hwi, Aryan qwei, locative of gwo- 
WHO] 

why2, int. expr. surprised discovery or re¬ 
cognition (~, it is surely Jones!; ~, what 
a bruise you have got!; ~, of course, that 
was it), protest at simplicity of question 
etc. (‘ What is twice two? ’ ‘ —, four.’ —, a 
child could answer that), pause for re¬ 
flection (‘ Is it true? ’ ‘ —, yes, I think so’), 
objection (~, what is the harm?), introduc¬ 
tion of apodosis (if silver will not do, —, 
we must try gold), etc. [ellipt. uses of 
prec. interrog.] 

wick1, n. (Piece of) fibrous or spongy 
material by which lamp or candle flame 
is kept supplied with melted grease or 
oil; (surg.) gauze strip inserted in wound 

to drain it. [OE iceoce, weoc, = MDu. 
wiecke, MLG weke, OHG wioh (G wieche)] 

wick2, n. Town, hamlet, district, (rare 
exc. in place-names as Hampton JV— or 
other compounds as baili—). [OE wic, OS 
wik, OHG wich, app. f. L vicus, cogn. w. 
Gk oikos, Goth, weihs] 

wick'ed, a. Sinful, iniquitous, vicious, 
given to or involving immorality, (~ 
Bible, edition of 1632 with not omitted in 
seventh commandment), offending in¬ 
tentionally against the right; spiteful, 
ill-tempered, intending or intended to 
give pain, playfully mischievous, roguish. 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [ME, f. obs. 
wick of same sense (perh. adj. use of OE 
wicca wizard) + -ED1 as in wretched ] 

wick'er, n. Plaited twigs or osiers as 
material of baskets, chairs, mats, pro¬ 
tective covers, etc. (usu. attrib., as ~ 
chair), whence ~ed2 (-erd) a.; '-'-work, 
(things made of) ~. [ME, f. east Scand., 
cf. MSw. viker, early Da. nigger willow, f. 
root of Sw. vika bend] 

wick'et, n. 1. Small door or gate, esp. one 
beside or in the compass of a larger one 
for use when the latter is not open (also 
—-door, -gate); turnstile entrance; aper¬ 
ture in door or wall usu. closed with 
sliding panel; door closing only lower 
half of doorway. 2. (crick.). One set of 
three stumps & two bails (kee-p —, be ~- 
-keeper, fieldsman stationed close behind 
batsman’s ~; keep one’s ~ up, succeed 
in not being put out); the ~s as defended 
by one batsman (5 ~s down, five men out; 

match won by 2 —s, with three of winning 
side still not out); good etc. state of the 
pitch (play began on a perfect —); be on a 
good, sticky, —, (fig.) be in an advantage¬ 
ous, unfavourable, position. [ME, f. AF 
= ONF wiket, — OF guichet, of uncert. 
orig. ] 

widdershins. Var. of withershins. 
wide, a., adv., & n. 1. Measuring much 

or more than other things of same kind 
across or from side to side, broad, not 
narrow, (~ door, road, river, brim, margin, 
cloth, interval; — margin, fig., a good deal 
more allowed than is likely to be needed). 
2. (Appended to measurement) in width 
(a strip 3 ft—). 3. Extending far, embrac¬ 
ing much, of great extent, (has a — range; 
~ fame, knowu to many; the — world, all 
the world great as it is; a — domain, 
large; is of — distribution, occurs in many 
places; a — generalization, covering many 
particulars; there is a — difference be¬ 
tween; also adv., as the principle ranges 
—, & esp. in far c&~), whence ~'ly2 adv. 
4. Not tight or close or restricted, loose, 
free, liberal, unprejudiced, general, (~ 
knickerbockers; ~ culture, not specialized; 
takes — views; hazard a — guess, one 
allowing margin for errors of detail; 
give — berth to, not go too near, keep 

For pronunciation of words in wh- see wh-. 
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clear of, avoid). 5. Open to full extent 
(staring with — eyes; also adv. or pred. 
а. , as yawned —, open your mouth —, 
window is — open, person is — awake). 
б. At considerable distance from a point 
or mark, not within reasonable distance 
of, (— ball in cricket, ball judged by 
umpire to pass wicket beyond batsman’s 
reach & counting one to his side; gave an 
answer quite — of the mark or purpose; 
also adv. or pred. a., as is bowling, shoot¬ 
ing, —; arrow fell — of target). 7. (si.). 
Crafty (a ~ boy). 8. n. A — ball; the —, 
the— world (broke to the-', si., completely 
broke). 9. — awake a. (colloq.), wary, 
knowing; —-awake n., soft — -brimmed 
felt hat; —'spread’, ~ly disseminated 
(esp. of beliefs or impressions). Hence 
wid'EN6 v.t. & i., wid'iSH1 (2) a. [OE 
wid, OS wid, OHG wit, ON vithr, f. Gmc 
*widaz] 

wi(d)geon (wi'jn), n. Kinds of wild duck, 
[early 16th e., of F form, but unkn. orig.; 
cf. 17th c. F vigeon, vingeon kind of 
duck] 

wid'ow (-6), n., & v.t. 1. Woman who has 
lost her husband by death & not married 
again (grass —; ~’s weeds; —’s cruse, 
supply that looks small, but proves in¬ 
exhaustible, see 1 Kings xvii. 10-16; ~’s 
mite, see Mark xii. 42; —’s peak, V-shaped 
growth of hair in centre of forehead; 
also attrib., as ~ lady, woman); black1— ; 
the ~ (si.), champagne [f. the Veuve(F=~) 
Cliquot brand]; —bird, blaek-plumaged 
African bird of genus Vidua (L=—); 
hence —hood (-doh-) n. 2. v.t. Kill hus¬ 
band or mate of, deprive of husband or 
wife or mate, make into — or widower, 
(usu. in p.p.; the — ed father, mother, etc.); 
(poet.) bereave of friend etc. [OE widewe 
etc., OS widowa, OHG wituwa, Goth. 
widuwd, cogn. w. L vidua, Skr. vidhava] 

wld'ower (-oer), n. Man who has lost his 
wife by death & not married again. [ME, 
f. prec. + -er1] 

width, n. Distance or measurement from 
side to side; comprehensiveness or liber¬ 
ality of mind, views, etc.; piece of ma¬ 
terial of certain — (shall want three — s of 
it). [17th c. (wide, -th1), repl. wideness] 

wield, v.t. Control, sway, hold & use, 
manage with the hands or otherwise, (— 
power, the sceptre, a kingdom etc. chiefly 
poet., weapon lit. or fig.). [OE wealdan 
(-wieldan), OS, Goth, waldan, OHG 
waltan, ON valdai. Gmc *waldh-] 

wife, n. (pi. -ves). 1. Woman, esp. one who 
is old & rustic or uneducated (now rare 
exc. in old wives’ tale, foolish or super¬ 
stitious tradition, & in comb, as fish1—, 
housewife, midwife). 2. Married woman 
esp. in relation to her husband (usu. my 
etc. —, the — of, or with epithet as will 
make a good —; the —, joc or vulg., = my 
—; wedded, lawful, —, emphatic phrr. in 
contrast w. mistress, concubine, etc.; all 
the world c£- his —; have, take, to —, = as 

wild 

—). Hence—'hood (-fh-), wif'ie [-Y3],nn., 

—'LESS, —'LIKE, —'ly1, (-A-), aa. [OE wif, 
OS wif, OHG wip, ON vif; ult. orig. 
unkn.] 

wig1, n. Artificial head of hair formerly 
much worn as ornament, & still to conceal 
baldness or disguise appearance II or as 
part of official dress esp. of judge or 
lawyer or of servant’s livery (there will be 
—s on the green, a free fight). Hence 
(-)—gED2 (-gd), —'LESS, aa. [short for 
PERIWIG; Cf. WINKLE] 

wig2, v.t. (-gg-). Rebuke sharply, rate, 
(chiefly in the vbl n.). Hence — g'iNo'O) 

(-g-) n. [app. f. wig n. rebuke (1804), in 
si. or colloq. use] 

wig'an, n. Stiff canvas-like material used 
for stiffening. [Wigan in Lancashire] 

wigeon. See wi(d)geon. 
wig'gle, v.t. (colloq. or dial). Cause (some¬ 
thing) to move from side to side; || scull 
(a boat) with single oar ovor stern. [ME, 
cogn. w. or f. MDu., (M)LG wiggelen; cf. 
WAG1 & WAGGLE 1 

wight (wit), n. (arch, or joc.). Person, 
being, (esp. luckless, wretched, etc., —). 
[OE (= OS, OHG) wiht, ON veeltr, Goth. 
waiht(s); ult. orig. unkn. ] 

wig'wam (or -0m), n. N.-Amer. Indian’s 
tent or hut of skins or mats or bark; "the 
IF—, Tammany Hall, [native] 

wild, a., adv., & n. 1. Not domesticated 
or cultivated (chiefly of animals & plants, 
& esp. of species allied to others that are 
not —; in the commoner combinations 
— & the n. are hyphened, or treated as 
one wd with accent on — ; — beast, plant; 
— man, savage; — ass; -'-boar; —'-duck; 
-''foivl; — vine; ~'cat lit., also fig. as 
а. or attrib. of finance or commercial 
speculations or strikes etc., reckless, un¬ 
sound; —-goose lit., also in — -goose chase, 
absurdly impossible enterprise; — horse, 
also in be drawn by — horses, form of tor¬ 
ture & death; — hyacinth, bluebell; — 
oats; — scenery etc., of conspicuously 
desolate appearance; woodnotes—', spon¬ 
taneous & artless poetry). 2. (Of horses, 
game-birds, etc.) shy, given to shying, 
easily startled, hard to get near. 3. Unre¬ 
strained, wayward, disorderly, irregular, 
out of control, unconventional, (a — fel¬ 
low ; settled doivn after a — youth; — work, 
lawless doings; hair hanging in — locks; 
living in — times; room is in — dis¬ 
order; run —, grow unchecked or un¬ 
disciplined or untrained). 4. Tempestuous, 
violent, (a — wind, night, etc.). 5. In¬ 
tensely eager, excited, frantic, passionate, 
distracted, mad, (is— with excitement, to try 
it; the'-'men, extremists of a party etc.; — 
about person or subject, enthusiastically 
devoted to; — delight, excitement, enthusi¬ 
asm, grief, rape; — looks, appearance, etc., 
indicating distraction; drive—, madden). 
б. Haphazard, rash, ill-considered, ill- 
-aimed, disturbed by excitement, (a — 
guess, shot, blow, venture; — opinions. 
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bowling-, also a,s adv., as shoot, talk, ~). 
7. ~'fire, = Greek fide1 (report spreads 
like ~fire, very fast). Hence ~'ish1(2) a., 
~'ly2 adv., ~'ness n. 8. n. Desert, ~ 
tract. [OE v:ilde, OHG wildi, ON villr, 
Goth, wittheis, also OE, OHG wild n., f. 
Gmc *wilth- ] 

wil'debeest (v-), n. The gnu. [Afrikaans 
(now wildebees, pi. wildebeeste); (prec., 
BEAST)] 

|| wil'der, v.t. (poet.). Bewilder, [orig. 
obsc.; prob. extracted f. foil.] 

wll'derness, n. Desert, uncultivated & 
uninhabited tract, (voice in the~ etc., un¬ 
regarded advocate of some reform, w. ref. 
to Matt. iii. 3 etc.; wandering etc. in the ~, 
of political party out of office, w. ref. to 
Num. xiv. 33 etc.); part of garden left 
wild; unlimited number or quantity of. 
[OE wiId(d)eornes, f. wil(d)deor wild deer, 

see -ness] 

wild'ing, n. Plant sown by natural 
agency, esp. wild crab-apple, or fruit of 
such plant (also attrib.). [-ing3] 

wile, n., & v.t. 1. Trick, cunning pro¬ 
cedure, artifice, (usu. in pi.). 2. v.t. Lure, 
entice, away, into, etc. (also incorrectly 
for while 1 vb). [ME wil, perh. f. Scand. 
(ON vet craft)] 

wil'ful, a. For which compulsion or igno¬ 
rance or accident cannot be pleaded as 
excuse, intentional, deliberate, due to 
perversity or self-will, (~ murder, waste, 
ignorance, disobedience): obstinate, self- 
-willed, headstrong, refractory. Hence 

i—'LY2 adv., ~ness n. [ME ; will2, -fcl] 

Wilheimstrasse (vil'heimshtrahse), n. 
(Used for) the German Foreign Office. 
[Berlin street] 

will1, v.t. & aux. (pres. /, he, we, you, they, 
~ or ’Ll, thou wilt or ’It; past & condit. 
I, he, we, you, they, would pr. wdbd or’d, 
thou wouldst pr. wdbdst or wouldest or 
’dst; neg. forms ~ not or won’t, would 
not or wouldn’t, or’d not; no other forms 
or parts used). 1. (used irrespective of 
person with more or iess of orig. sense 
of volition). Desire (thing; arch.; what 
wilt thou?; what would they?); want or 
desire or choose to (the haven where I 
would be-, come when you ~); wish that, 
rarely that (usu. in condit. with optative 
effect; / often omitted; it shall be as 
you ~; said it should be as we would; 
would or I would I were a bird !; would it 
were otherwise!-, would God I had died!, 
i.e. if only God had wished, or perh. ellipt. 
for I would to God; I would lo heaven I was 
dead; wouldLbe, prefixed as adj. or adv. 
to wd describing character that person 
vainly aspires to or that tiling is meant to 
have, as a would-be gentleman, smart say¬ 
ing) ; consent or be prevailed on to (~ or 
would not go any farther; wound would not 
heal; would you pass the salt?; would not 
do it for £100)-, refuse to be prevailed on 
not to (boys ~ be boys; accidents ~ hap¬ 
pen ; you ~ have your way; he ~, would. 

get in my light); be accustomed or ob¬ 
served from time to time to (~ sit there 
for hours; now <& then a blackbird would 
call; ~ succeed once in ten limes); be 
likely to turn out to (this ~ be Waterloo, 
I suppose; I don’t know who it would be). 
2. As tense & mood auxiliaries ~ & 
would are used (a) in 2nd & 3rd person 
(1st having shall, should) to form a plain 
future or conditional statement or ques¬ 
tion (you ~ hear soon enough; they would 
have been killed if they had let go; ~ or 
would you, they, be able to hear at such a 
distance?, but cf. shall 5); (b) in 1st per¬ 
son (others having shall, should) to form 
a future or conditional statement ex¬ 
pressing speaker’s will or intention (1 ~ 
not be caught again; we would have come if 
you had given us longer notice); (c) alterna¬ 
tively with shall, should, in sentences of 
type a changed in reporting to 1st from 
other person (you say I ~, said 1 would, 
never manage it, reporting ‘You ~ 
never’; now more usu. shall, should) or 
from first to other person (he said he 
would never manage it, reporting ‘ I shall 
never’); (d) in reporting 1st pers. 
sentences of type b (you promised you 
would not be caught again). [OE *willa,n, 
OS -ian, ON vilja, Goth wiljan, f. Gmc 
*ivel(l)jan f. *wel-, *wal-, cogn. w. L 
velle wish] 

will2, n. 1. Faculty by which person de¬ 
cides or conceives himself as deciding 
upon & initiating action (mind consists of 
the understanding & the ~ ; freedom of the 
~, free power of determining one’s 
choice of action independently of causa¬ 
tion). 2. (Also ~-poiver) control exercised 
by deliberate purpose over impulse, self- 
-control, (has a strong, weak, etc., ~). 
3. Deliberate or fixed intention (the ~ to 
live in a patient is the surgeon’s best ally; 
the ~ to power etc., Germanisms for 
determination to win power etc.; did it 
against my ~, of my own free ~; where 
there’s a, ~ there’s a u-ay; my poverty but 
not my ~ consents). 4. Energy of inten¬ 
tion, power of effecting one’s intentions 
or dominating other persons, (do thing 
with a~, energetically; has a~ that over¬ 
bears all opposition). 5. Contents of the 
~, what is desired or ordained by person, 
(thy ~ be done; what is your what do 
you wish done ?; have one’s ~, get thing 
desired; worked his wicked ~ upon them). 
6. Arbitrary discretion (esp. at ~, when¬ 
ever one pleases; tenant at ~, who can be 
turned out without notice; ~-worship, 
arch., religion constructed to suit oneself). 
7. Disposition towards others, wishing of 
good or ill, (good, ill, ~, usu. as compd 
wds, & see goodwill). 8. Directions 
written in legal form for disposition to be 
made of person’s property & minor chil¬ 
dren after his death (often last ~ c& testa¬ 
ment; nuncupative ~, see nuncupate; 

make one’s ~). Hence (-)~ed2 (-Id), 
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—-less, aa. [OB vnlla, 08 wUlio, OHG 
willo, Goth wilja f. Gmc *wel- (prec.)l 

will3, v.t. 1. Have as contents of one’s will, 
intend unconditionally, (God —s, —e(7i, 
~ed, that man should be happy, can we 
— vihat we are told to — ?; he who —s success 
is halfway to it); (abs.) exercise will-power 
(has no power to —; —m£r & wishing are 
not the same). 2. Instigate or impel or 
compel by exercise of will-power (you can 
— yourself into contentment; mesmerist —s 
patient to think himself well; —ecZ the genie 
into his presence). 3. Bequeath by will 
(shall — my money to a hospital). [OB 
willian, f. prec.] 

will'et, n. N.-Amer. snipe, [imit. of cry] 
will'ing, a. Not reluctant, cheerfully 
ready, (to do, or abs.; do not spur a — 
horse)-, of, given etc. by, — person (— 
hands, help, etc.). Hence —ly2 adv., 
—NESS n. [WILL1, -INS2] 

will-o’-the-wisp' (-dh-), n. = ignis fa- 

tuijs, .jack1 -o’-lantern-, also, person of 
uncertain whereabouts or appearances, 
[orig. Will with the wisp; ivisp = handful 
of (lighted) tow etc. ] 

will'ow1 (-6), n. 1. Kinds of tree & shrub 
with pliant branches growing usu. near 
water in temperate climates, many of 
which yield osiers & some timber used for 
cricket bats & other purposes (wear the 
—, mourn loss or absence of one’s be¬ 
loved, formerly indicated by garland of 
— leaves; —-pattern, conventional de¬ 
sign of Chinese type done in blue on white 
china etc. introduced in England 1780). 
2. Cricket-bat (handle the —, bat). 3. — 
-herb, kinds of plant, the commonest with 
leaves like — & pale purple flowers. [OE 
welig, OS wilgia, MDu. wilghe, MHG wilge, 
f. Gmc *walg-, *welg-] 

will'low2 (-o), v.t. & n., will'ly, n. 1. 
Clean (fibrous material) by beating, pick¬ 
ing, etc., with machinery. 2. n. (Also 
—otc, voicing, -machine) machine for 
■—owing, [icallow for willy f. OE wilige 
wicker basket, rel. to welig (prec.)] 

will'owy (-61), a. Abounding in willows; 
lithe & slender. [-Y2] 

willy-nill'y. See kill. 

wilt1. See will1. 

wilt2, v.t. & i. Wither (t. & i. of plant, 
leaf, flower), (make) droop, [of dial, orig., 
perh. alt. f. wilk welk] 

Wil'ton, n. (Also — carpet) kind of 
Brussels carpet with loops cut open into 
thick pile made at town of — in Wilts, 

wil'ly* a. Full of wiles, crafty, cunning. 
Hence — Ily2 adv., —Iness n. [ME ; wile, 

-y2] 

Wim'bledon (-held-), n. (Used for) the 
lawn-tennis tournaments with champion¬ 
ship matches etc. held at —. 

wim'ple, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Covering of 
linen etc. worn by nuns & formerly by 
other women arranged in folds about 
head, cheeks, chin, & neck; (vb) put — 
upon, veil, arrange in folds. 2. Winding, 

wind 

twist, turn, ripple; (vb) fall in folds, (of 
stream) twist about, meander, ripple. 
[OE wimpel, OHG -al (G -el pennon), ON 
vimpill ] 

win, v.t. & i. (won pr. wun), & n. 1. Secure 
as result of fighting or competition or 
(often of person, also colloq. off person) 
betting & gaming or of effort (— victory, 
fortress, prize, honour, fame, fortune, one’s 
blue2, wife4, — one’s spurs, be knighted, 
(fig.) get recognition as expert at some¬ 
thing; won £5 of him at cards, whence 
—n'ings n. pi., see -ing1(2); — one’s way, 
progress by struggle etc.; — one’s bread., 
earn livelihood, chiefly now in bread- 

—ner; — ore etc., get it from mine). 2. Be 
victorious in (~ battle, game, bet, race; — 
the field, arch., be victorious in battle 
or fig.; — the toss) ; (abs.) — race, 
contest, money, etc. (~ by a head1, 

in a canter, hand's down, by two etc. 
lengths, easily, etc.; —niNG'-posf, mark¬ 
ing end of race; the ~ning horse, side, 
etc.; ~ at cards; let those laugh who —).; 
(part.) determining victory (the ~ning 
hit, goal, card, etc.). 3. Make one’s way 
to (~ the shore, summit, etc.). 4. Make 
one’s way, or (with compl.) become by 
successful effort, (— home; — through the 
day, through all difficulties; — free, clear, 
etc.). 5. Persuade, induce to do, gain 
over, (you have won me; won him to con¬ 
sent ; soon won his audience over). 6. Exer¬ 
cise increasing attraction upon (a theory 
that •—‘S upon one by degrees); (part, as adj.) 
charming, attractive, (a ~ning smile, 
~ning manners, personality, etc.), whence 
—n'ingLY2adv. 7. ~ning hazard 1. Hence 
(-)—nER1 n. 8. n. A success or victory in a 
game (has had three —s <£• no defeats). 
[OE, OS, OHG, Goth, winnan, ON vinna] 

wince, v.i., & n. 1. Show bodily or mental 
pain or distress by slight start or loss 
of composure, flinch, (often under pain, 
the knife, at allusion, etc.). 2. n. Act of 
wincing, [f. AF *wencir = OF guencir, 
guenchir, f. WG *wenkjan ( = OHG 
wenken); cf. winch, wink] 

wln'cey, n. (pi. —s). Strong material of 
wool & cotton or wool used for shirts etc. 
Hence —ette'(2) (-si-) n. [perh. corrupt. 
Of LINSEY-WOOLSEY] 

winch, n. Crank of wheel or axle; hoist¬ 
ing-machine, windlass. [OE wince f. Gmc 
*wenk-, see wince] 

WIn'chester1, n. ~ (rifle), type of repeat¬ 
ing rifle used esp. by big-game hunters. 
[O. F. —, Amer. maker (d. 1880)] 

Win'chester2, n. — (quart), (bottle hold¬ 
ing) half a gallon. [~ in Hants, where 
standard measures were orig. deposited] 

wind1 (poet, also wi-), n. 1. Air in more or 
less rapid natural motion, breeze or gale 
or blast, (north etc. ~, coming from N. 
etc.; fair, contrary, helping, hindering, 
ship’s course; hot, cold, whistling, variable, 
etc., —s; constant —, that always blows 
in same direction at same place; periodical 
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~, recurring at known periods; — rises, 
begins to blow or gets stronger; sound, 
scent, is carried by, comes on, the —; cap¬ 

ful, slant, of —; ill ~ ; before, down, the 
helped by its force; whistle down the 

— ; between ~ tfi- water; sail, be, close to or 

near the —, as nearly against it as is con¬ 

sistent with using its force, (fig.) venture 

very near indecency or dishonesty; in 
the ~’s eye, in the teeth of the —, directly 

against it; on a —, naut., sailing against 

a ~ on either bow; off the —, naut., 

sailing with the ~ on either quarter; 

fling or cast prudence etc. to the —s, aban¬ 

don, neglect, take no thought of; put 1 the 
— up one; have or get the — up, si., be 
or become frightened; go like the 
swiftly; there is something in the —, there 
are signs that some step is being secretly 
prepared; find out hoiv the — blows or lies, 
what developments are likely or what is 
the state of public opinion; take the — out 
of one’s sails, frustrate him by anticipat¬ 
ing his arguments, using his material, etc.; 
soxv —, & reap whirl~ ; raise the —, fig., 
obtain money needed). 2. ~ward position 
or weather-a av as, 1 (take or get the — of). 
3. pi. The four cardinal points (came from 
the four —s, from all directions; scatter 
to the four —s of heaven). 4. Mere empty 
words, unmeaning rhetoric. 5. Artifi¬ 
cially produced air-current, air stored for 
use or used as current, (collect.) part of 
band consisting of ~-instruments, (organ 
stops when the — is exhausted; was knocked 
down by the — of the blow; the strings were 
drowned by the —, the wood—i.e. flutes 
etc., by the brass). 6. Smell, conveyed on 
~, indication of thing’s whereabouts or 
existence, commencing publicity, (get — 
of, smell out, begin to suspect, hear 
rumour of; lake or get —, be rumoured). 
7. Gas generated in bowels etc. by 

indigestion, flatulence, (break—, release it 

by anus; baby etc. is troubled with —). 
8. Breath as needed in exertion, power of 
fetching breath without difficulty while 
running or making similar continuous 
effort, spot below centre of chest blow on 
which temporarily paralyses breathing, 
(have lost, let me recover or get, my —; has 
a good, bad, —; broken —, see broken- 

-winded; second —, recovery of ~ in course 
of exercise after initial breathlessness; 
have one’s ~ taken, be paralysed by blow 
in the ~; hit him in the —). 9. —'bag, 
wordy orator; —-bound, unable to sail for 
contrary ~s; break, fence, shrubs, etc., 
serving to break force of ~; <■—cheater, 
garment for protecting person from ~; 
-—chest, box for compressed air in organ; 
— -colic, pain caused by flatulence; ~- 

-cutter, upper lip of mouth of flue-pipe in 

organ; —-egg, unfertilized egg incapable 

of producing chicken; —'fall, fruit blown 

down, (fig.) unexpected good fortune, esp. 

legacy; II ~ -fanner,= —hover; —-flower 
(poet.), the plant anemone; —-gall, soft 

tumour on horse’s fetlock-joint; <—gauge, 
anemometer, also instrument showing 
amount of ~ in organ, also apparatus 
attached to sights enabling allowance to 
be made for ~ in shooting; II —'hover, 
kestrel; instrument, musical instrument 
in which sound is produced by current of 
air, as organ, flute; ~-jammer, merchant 
sailing-ship; —'mill, mill worked by 
action of ~ on sails (fight ’-mills, tilt at 
imaginary foe or grievance, w. ref. to Don 
Quixote); —'pipe, breathing-tube, tra¬ 
chea; —-row, line of raked hay, corn- 
-sheaves, peats, etc., made to allow of 
drying by ~; —-sail, canvas funnel con¬ 
veying air to lower parts of ship; || ~- 
-screen, *—-shield, (of glass in front of 
motor-car driver); —-sock, canvas cylin¬ 
der or cone flying from masthead to show 
direction of ~; —-spout, waterspout, 
tornado, or whirl~; —-sucker, -sucking, 
(horse with) the vice of noisily drawing in 
& swallowing breath; —-swept, exposed; 
~-tight; —-tunnel, tunnel-like apparatus 
for producing air-stream of known 
velocity past model aircraft etc. to in¬ 
vestigate effect of ~ pressure on structure; 
—'ward a. & n., (region) lying in the 
direction from which the ~ blows, ex¬ 
posed to the ~, (look to —ward-, the — 
ward side; get to —ward of, avoid smell of, 
also get weather gauge 1 of or fig. advan¬ 
tage over). Hence ~'less a. [OE, OS 
wind, OHG wint, ON vindr, Goth, winds 
f. Gmc *windaz cogn. w. L ventus, f. root 
we- blow, cf. weather1] 

wind2, v.t. 1. Sound (horn, bugle, blast, 
call) by blowing (wi-; winded or by con¬ 
fusion w. foil, wound). 2. Detect presence 
of by scent (wl-; winded; hounds, deer, — 
the fox, stalkers; —ed his tobacco half a 
mile off). 3. Breathe, make breathe quick 
& deep by exercise, exhaust wind of, 
renew wind of by rest, (wi-; winded; give 
horse a gallop to — him; am guile —ed by 
the climb; rested to — the horses), [f. preo. ] 

wind3, v.i. & t. (wound), & n. 1. Go in 
circular, spiral, curved, or crooked 
course, meander, (path, river, —s; herd 
—s o’er the lea; creeper —s round pole; 
—ing staircase, spiral; in —ing, out of 
truth, askew); make one’s or its way etc. 
circuitously, insinuate oneself into, (brook 
—s its way; wound himself or h is way into 
my affections). 2. Coil (t. & i.), wrap 
closely (t. & i.), surround with coil, em¬ 
brace, (~ cotton on reel, wool into ball, etc.; 
also with off adv. or prep. = unwind; ~ 
person round one’s fingers, exercise com¬ 
plete domination over; wound the blanket 
round him, her arms round the child, the 
child in her arms; ~ing 1-sheet, in which 
corpse is wound; ~ pegtop, coil string 
round it; serpent —s itself or ~s round 
victim); hoist or draw by use of windlass 
etc. (~ ship out of harbour, ore up from 
mine). 3. = ~ up (clock etc.). 4. ~ ship, 
reverse positions of bow & stern. 5. ~ up. 
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coil the whole of (~ up piece of string), 
tighten coiling or coiled spring or fig. 
tension or intensity or efficiency of (~ up 
strings of fiddle; ~ up clock etc.; is —ing 
himself up for an effort or to do it-, the 
administration needs —ing up, is slack; 
person is wound up to fury; expectation 
was wound up to a high pitch); bring to a 
conclusion, conclude t. & i., (wound up 
his speech, or ivound up, by declaring; shot 
his wife & child & wound up by stabbing 
himself; — up company, arrange its affairs 
& dissolve it; company —s up, ceases 
business, goes into liquidation, whence 
~'iNG1-up n.); hence ~'er1(1, 2) n., 
~'lngLY2 adv. 6. n. Bend or turn in 
course; single turn in ~ing clock, string, 
etc.; — -up, conclusion, finish. [OE, OS, 
OHG (-tan), Goth, windan, ON vinda, f. 
Gmc "wend-, *wand-, cf. wander, wend1] 

win'dage, n. Difference between pro¬ 
jectile’s & gun-bore’s diameter allowing 
escape of gas; (allowance for) influence of 
wind in deflecting missile, [-age] 

wind'lass, n., & v.t. 1. Machine for 
hauling or hoisting on wheel-&-axle 
principle. 2. v.t. Hoist or haul with ~. 
[alt. (by assoc, w. dial, windle to wind) 
f. obs. (f. AF) urindas, — OF guindas f. 
ON vindass (vinde wind + dss pole)] 

II win'dlestraw (-del-), n. Old stalk of 
kinds of grass. [OE windelstreaw grass 
for plaiting (wind3, straw)] 

win'dow (-6), n. 1. Opening in wall or 
roof of building, ship, carriage, etc., usu. 
filled with glass in fixed or sliding or 
hinged frames to admit light & sometimes 
air to room etc. (look out of — or the —; 
have all one’s goods in the be super¬ 
ficial; blank, blind, false, —, mouldings or 
recess as for ~ without aperture; bow 
WINDOW ; BAY 3, CASEMENT, DORMER, FRENCH, 

lattice, oriel, sash2, ~). 2. Opening in 
envelope to show address written on 
letter. 3. <—box, slide for weights in 
sash-~, also box on ~-sill in which 
flowers are grown; ~-dressing, art of 
arranging goods attractively in shop-~, 
often fig. of adroit presentation of statis¬ 
tics etc.; ~ envelope (with opening or 
transparent part allowing address inside 
to show');~-shopping, feasting one’s eyes 
on the goods displayed in the shop-~s. 
Hence (-)~ed2 (-od), ~less (-61-), aa. 
[ME, f. ON vindauga (wind1, eye1)] 

Wind'sor (-z-), n. Town in Berks. (House 
of style of British Royal Family 
assumed 1917; ~ chair, all of wood with 
curved support for back (& arms); brown 
— soap, brown scented kind; || ~ uniform\, 
blue coat with red collar & cuffs worn at 
~ by the royal family, & by others having 
royal grant). 

wind'ly, a. Wind-swept (—y hill-lop, plain, 
situation); in which wind is high (—y night, 
weather, crossing); wordy, verbose, empty, 
(—y eloquence, logic, speaker); generating 
or characterized by flatulence; (arch.) 

wing 
windward (on the —y side of the law, safely 
out of its reach); (si.) frightened. Hence 
~iLY2 adv., ~Iness n. [-Y2] 

wine, n., & v.i. & t. 1. (Kinds of) fer¬ 
mented grape-juice (is a sound ~; dry1 
or sweet, still 1 or sparkling, white 1 or red, 
—; green in first year; port —, port; 
comet ~ ; Adam’s water; good — needs 
no bush 1; new — in old bottles, new 
principle too powerful to be restrained by 
ancient forms; take — with, pledge & be 
pledged by at table; spirit of — \ teaii2s 

of strong —; over the walnuts & the ~ ; ~ 
whey, beverage of ~ & curdled milk; in—, 
exhilarated or drunk with ~). 2. || (At 
universities) party for ~-drinking after 
dinner (—s have gone out of fashion). 
3. Fermented drink resembling ~ made 
from specified fruit etc. (cowslip, currant, 
gooseberry, orange, palm, —). 4. Solution 
of drug in ~ (quinine —; ~ of opium). 
5. A dark-red tint. 6. —'bag, ~skin, or 
~bibber; —’bibber, tippler, drunkard; 
so —'bibbing a. & n.; bottle, glass bottle 
for ~, also ~skin ; ■—'bowl, lit., also drink¬ 
ing habits etc.; —-carriage, wheeled uten¬ 
sil for circulating ~ at table; —-cooler, 
vessel in which ~bottles are cooled with 
ice; -’cup, as —boxvl\ W—’fal, arch., 
~press; —'glass, any glass for drinking ~ 
from, esp. of size used for sherry, often as 
measure (also —’glassful) of medicine to 
be taken, = four tablespoons; •—marc; 
~ of Scotland, whisky; —-palm, kind from 
which ~ is made; —'press, in which grapes 
are squeezed; —'sap, large red American 
winter apple; —'skin, whole skin of goat 
etc. sewn up & used to hold ~; —-stone, 
tartaric deposit in ~-casks; —-vault, 
cellar in which ~ is kept, also bar etc. 
where it is retailed; hence ~'less, win'y 2, 
aa. 7. vb. Drink ~; entertain to ~ ; often 
dine <k ~. [OE ivin, OS, OHG win, ON 
vln, Goth wein f. L vinum] 

wing, n., & v.t. & i. 1. One of the limbs or 
organs by which the flight of a bird, bat, 
insect, angel, etc., is effected, partinnon- 
-flying bird or insect corresponding to ~, 
supporting part of flying-machine, (clip 
one’s —s, limit his movements or ambi¬ 
tions or expenditure; come on the —s of 
the wind, swiftly; lend, add, —s to, accel¬ 
erate ; take under one’s ~, treat as pro- 
t6g6 ; his—s are sprouting etc., his virtues 
are too great for a being below the degree 
of an angel; money takes to itself —s, 
disappears); high-, low-, mid—, aa., (of 
monoplane) having the ~s set near the 
top, near the bottom, in the middle, of the 
fuselage. 2. (joc.). (Esp. of wmunding) 
arm. 3. More or less separate projecting 
part of something, esp. of building or 
battle array (the north — was added in the 
17tli century; cavalry were massed on left 
—; in theatre, sides of stage, pieces of 
side scenery); mudguard of motor vehicle. 
4. (footb., hockey, etc.). Forward etc. 
whose place is either side of the centre 
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(also attrib., as ~ three-quarter). 5. 
|| R.A.F. formation of two or more 
squadrons. 6. pi. Pilot’s badge in R.A.F. 
etc. 7. ~ed flight, ~s, (on the ~, flying, 
travelling, in motion; take~, start flying). 
8. -—beat, one complete set of motions 
with ~ in flying; —case, horny cover, 
a modified fore—, protecting some in¬ 
sects’ flying ~; || ~ commander, officer 
of Alt.1-force; ~-covert, one of small 
feathers covering insertion of bird’s fly¬ 
ing feathers; ~-footed, poet., swift; •— 
-sheath, = —case; —s-pread, measure¬ 
ment across ~s when extended, surface or 
area of aircraft’s ~s; ~-stroke, = ~-he«f; 
hence -~ed2(winged, wing'id),~'LESS, aa., 
~'let n. 9. vb. Equip with ~s, enable to 
fly or mount, send in flight, lend speed to, 
(~ arrow with eagle’s feathers or at the 
mark; vengeance ~ed the shaft; ~ed words, 
going like arrows to mark, significant; 
ambition ~s his spirit; fear ~ed his steps; 
~ed horse, Pegasus, poetry; god, 
Mercury; ~ed Victory, statue of goddess 
of victory with ~s). 10. Travel, traverse, 
on ~s (bird ~s its way, ~s to its mate, ~s 
the air). 11. Wound (bird) in ~, (person) 
in arm. [ME pi. wcnge, -en, -es f. ON 
vsengir, pi. of veengr] 

wink, v.i. & t., & n. 1. Close & open eyes, 
blink, close & open (eyes or eye), (of eye) 
close & open, (like ~ing, si., very quickly 
or vigorously); momentarily close one 
oye to awaken attention of or convey 
private intimation to person (usu. at 
person); (of light, star, etc.) twinkle, 
shine intermittently; ~ at, shut one’s 
eyes to, purposely avoid seeing, affect not 
to notice, connive at, (abuse, transgres¬ 
sion, etc.). 2. n. Act of ~ing, esp. as 
signal etc. (nod is as good as ~ to blind 
horse-, tip one the ~, si., give him signal 
or intimation; could not get a ~ of sleep; 
did not sleep a ~ all night; forty ~s, nap). 
[OE wincian, OS wrincon, f. Gmc *wenk-, 
cf. WINCE, WINCH] 

winkle (wlng’kl), m, & v.t. 1. Edible sea 
snail, periwinkle. 2. v.t. ~ out, extract or 
eject (as a ~ from its shell with a pin), 
[abbr. periwinkle2, cf. wig1] 

winn'ow (-6), v.t. Fan (grain) free of chaff 
etc., fan (chaff etc.) away or out or from-, 
sift, separate, clear of refuse or inferior 
specimens or falsehood, clear (refuse etc.) 
out or away, examine, sort, weed out; 
(poet.) fan (air with wings), flap (wings), 
stir (hair etc.). Hence ~ER1(1, 2) (-ber) n. 
[OE windwian (wind1)] 

win'some, a. (Of person or his or her 
appearance, manner, smile, etc.) charm¬ 
ing, winning, attractive, engaging, bright. 
Hence~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [OE wynsum, 
OS wunsam, OHG wunnisam, f. wyn(n) 
joy + -SOME] 

win'ter, n., & v.i. & t. 1. Fourth season 
of the year, Dec.-Feb. (astron., from 
winter solstice to vernal equinox); 
hard, mild, ~, with, without, much frost; 

(attrib.) occurring, used, etc., in or lasting 
for the ~ (~ apple, cough, solstice, etc.; 
~ sleep, hibernation; ~ quarters, esp. to 
which troops retire for ~; ~ garden, 
glass-covered space with piants etc. used 
as lounge). 2. (rhet., poet.). Year of life 
(a man of 50 ~s, 50 years old). 3. —cress, 
cruciferous plant formerly cultivated for 
~ salad; green, kinds of plant green 
through ~; ~-lodge (hot.), bud or bulb 
protecting plant’s embryo through ~; 
—tide (poet.), ~ ; hence ~less, ~ly2, aa. 
4. vb. Spend the ~ at, in, etc.; keep or 
feed (plants, cattle) during~. [OE winter, 
OS, OHG ivintar, ON vetr, Goth, wintrus 
f. Gmc *wenl-, prob. rel. to wet] 

wln'trly, a. Having the temperature, 
storminess, or aspect appropriate to 
winter, cold, windy, cheerless, (~y weather, 
day, sun, scene); (of smile, greeting, etc.) 
lacking warmth or interest or vivacity. 
Hence ~Iness n. [-Y2] 

wipe, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Clean or dry 
surface of by rubbing with cloth, paper, 
hand, etc. (~ table, dish, face, hands, etc.; 
~ one’s eyes, dry tears, cease weeping; ~ 
one’s eye, si., steal march on him, get 
advantage by anticipating him; ~ out 
bath or other hollow utensil); get rid of, 
clear away or off, take up, wash out, by 
wiping (~ away or ~ your tears; ~ up 
slops; ~ out stain, or fig. disgrace, insult, 
etc., esp. by vengeance); ~ out, utterly 
destroy, annihilate, (their very name, the 
whole army, was ~d out); — the floor with 
(si.), inflict humiliating defeat or correc¬ 
tion on (person); (si.) take or aim sweeping 
blow or stroke at (~d at me with his stick). 
2. n. Act of wiping (give this plate a ~); 
(si.) sweeping blow (fetched or took a ~ at 
him; fetched him a ~); (si.) handkerchief. 
[OE wipian (cf. OHG ivifan wind round, 
Goth, weipan), rel. to whip] 

wire, n., & v.t. & i. 1, (Piece of) metal 
drawn out into form of thread or slender 
round or square or tapelike flexible rod 
(platinum, silver, copper, etc., ~; barbled, 
live *, ~; telegraph etc. ~s; private ~, 
telegraph ~ reserved for person’s ex¬ 
clusive use; was sent for, sent congratula¬ 
tions, by ~, telegraph; pull the ~s, 
control puppets by ~s or usu., fig., 
manage political party or movement by 
secret influence). 2. Telegraphic message 
(sent me a ~). 3. ~-cloth, ~ gauze, netting, 
fabrics woven or twisted of ~; ~-cutter, 
tool for cutting ~; ~-dancer, person 
performing on stretched ~; ~'draw, 
draw (metal) out into ~, (fig.) refine or 
apply or press (argument, point, etc.) 
with idle or excessive subtlety (esp. in 
p.p.); ~-edge, false edge that turns hack 
when blade is over-sharpened; ~ en¬ 
tanglement, arrangement of barbed or 
other ~ set up to prevent rapid attack 
of enemy; ~-gun, one made by coiling 
flat ~ round tube; ~-haired, until stiff or 
wiry hair (esp. of dogs); ~-heel, disease 
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of horse’s foot; puller, politician etc. 
who pulls the ~s; ~ rope, made by twist¬ 
ing- ~s together as strands; <—tapping, 
eavesdropping on telephone conversa¬ 
tion ; ~-worm, kinds of destructive larva; 
—wove, (of paper) = wove (weave). 4. vb. 
Provide, fasten, etc., with ~(.s); string 
(beads) on ~ ; snare (bird) with ~; (elsctr.) 
install circuits for lighting in (a house 
etc.); (croquet) obstruct (ball, shot, 
player) by ~ of hoop (chiefly pass.); tele¬ 
graph (~ me the result; to him,; was ~ci 
for)-, |i (si.) ~ in, operate vigorously, put 
all one’s force into some continuous effort. 
[OE wir, MLG wire, ON virr] 

wire'less (wirl-), a., n., & v.i. & t. 1. 
Without wire(s), esp. in ~ telegraphy. 

2. n. ~ telegraphy or telegram; |j ~ 
receiving set or broadcast or programme, 
radio, (also attrib.). 3. vb. Send send 
(message) or inform (person) by~. [-less] 

wir'ly, a. Made of wire (poet.); tough & 
flexible as wire, (of persons) sinewy, un¬ 
tiring, whence~iiY2 adv.,~iNESS n. [-y2] 

II wis, v.i. pres. 1st sing, (pseudo-arch.). 
I know well (parenth.). [orig. in I wis = 
obs. iwis certainly, erron. taken as ‘ I 
know ’ & as pres, tense of wist wit 1 ] 

wis'dom (-z-), n. Being wise, (possession 
of) experience & knowledge together with 
the power of applying them critically or 
practically, sag-acity, prudence, common 
sense; wise sayings (pour forth ~ ; W~ of 
Solomon, abbr. Wisd., W~ of Jesus the 
Son of Sirach or Ecclesiasticus, books of 
Apocrypha); ~-tooth, molar usu. cut 
after 20 years of age (cut one’s —teeth, 
gain discretion). [OE (OS) wisdom, OHG 
vnstuom, ON visdomr (wise1, -doji)] 

wise1 (-z), a., & v.t. & i. 1. (Of persons) 
having, (of action, course, speech, opinion, 
etc.) dictated by or in harmony with 
or showing, experience & knowledge 
judiciously applied, sagacious, prudent, 
sensible, discreet; having knowledge (~ 
after the event, of person who has failed to 
foresee; came away none the ~r or as ~ as 
he went, knowing no more than before; 
where ignorance is bliss ’tis folly to be ~); 
|| (arch.) having occult power or know¬ 
ledge of mysterious things (~ man, 
wizard; || ~ woman, witch, fortune-teller, 
also midwife); suggestive of wisdom, 
oracular, (with a ~ shake of the head; ~ 
saw, proverbial saying); *(sl.) be or get ~ 
to, be or become aware of; *(sl.) put one 
~ (to), inform one (of), enlighten one 
(concerning); *(sl.) ~ crack, smart pithy 
remark (so —crack v.i.). 2. vb. up 
(si.), put or get ~. Hence ~'ly2 (-zl-) adv. 
[OE wis, OS, OHG wis, ON viss, Goth. 
iveis, f. Gmc *wisaz f. *wittos cogn. w. 
WIT1] 

wise2 (-z), n. Way, manner, guise, (in 
solemn etc. ~, arch.; esp. in some, no, any, 
~, on this ~). [OE wise, OS, OHG wisa, 
ON visa f. Gmc *wison, *wiso f. *wit- 
WIT1] 

-wise (-z), suf. = prec., forming advv. of 
manner as in clocks with motion in direc¬ 
tion of clock hands, cross~ with cross 
arrangement, length~ with length ar¬ 
ranged in given direction, with regard to 
length, no~ in no way, not at all. 

wise'acre (-zaker), n. Sententious dullard. 
[16th c., f. MDu. wijsseggher soothsayer, 
app. f. OHG wizago, w. assim. to wijs 
wise1 Sc seggher saver] 

wish, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Have as a desire 
or aspiration (that-clause with that usu. 
omitted, or obj. & compl.; ~ I had never 
been born, were or was a bird, may live to 
see it-, ~ you would be quiet-, it is to be 
~ed that, is desirable that; I ~ it may 
not prove, fear it will; could not ~ it 
better; ~ oneself dead, home, at home, etc.; 
~ person happy, away; ~ one at the 
devil or further, ~ he were away). 2. Want 
with the kind of desire that tends to 
affect result (to do, person or thing to do, 
person or thing -ed, or rarely with simple 
obj. esp. pronoun; I ~ to go, you to do it, 
it finished or to be finished; what do you 
~ ?; they say they ~ peace, an interview). 
3. Be well or ill inclined to or to (~es me 
well, well to all men, ~es nobody ill), 
whence (-^eu1 n. 4. Say one hopes for 
(joy, luck, pleasant journey, sorrow, etc.) 
in person’s favour or against him (ind. 
obj. or to; I ~ you joy, ~ success to each 
& all); ~ person joy of, (iron.) hope he 
will enjoy; express desire for (has nothing 
left to ~ for; would not ~ for anything 
better); (colloq.) foist (up)on person. 5. 
~(ing)-bone, merrythought (longer part 
of it when broken between two persons 
entitling holder to magic fulfilment of 
any ~); ~ing-cap, magic cap securing to 
wearer fulfilment of any ~. 6. n. (Ex¬ 
pression of) desire or aspiration, request, 
implied command, (the ~ is father to 
the thought, we believe thing because we~ 
it true; if ~es were horses beggars might 
ride; has a great ~ to go to sea, whence 

a., desirous (to do; ~ful thinking, 
belief founded on ~es rather than facts); 
good ~es, hopes felt or expressed for 
another’s happiness etc.; cannot grant 
your ~; he disregarded or disobeyed my 
~es); thing desired (have got my ~). [OE 
ivyscan, OHG wunsken, ON ceskja, f. 
Gmc *wunskjan, ult. cogn. w. ween ] 

wish-wash (-osh), n. Washy drink or 
talk, [redupl. of wash2] 

wish'y-washy (-w5-), a. Thin, sloppy, 
(of soup, tea, talk, etc.), [redupl. of 
WASHY] 

wisp, n. 1. Small bundle or twist of straw 
etc. 2. Flock (of snipe). [ME, of uncert. 
orig.; cf. WFris. wisp] 

wist. See wiTh 
Wistar'ia, -ter-, n. Genus of pale-purple- 

-flowered climbing plant. [C. Wistar (or 
-ter), Amer. anatomist (d. 181S), -ia1] 

wist'ful, a. Affected with or betraying 
vague yearnings or unsatisfied desire to 
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understand (of persons or usu. of eyes, 
look, voice, mood, etc.). Hence ~ly2 
adv., <—'Ness n. [app. assim. of obs. 
wistly adv. intently (cf. whist1’ 2) to 
wishful, w. corresp. change of sense] 

wit1, v.t. & i. (arch.; pres. I, he, wot, 
tliou wotlest; past wist', inf. wit; part. 
rating; other parts not used). Know 
(God wot, knows; I wot, know well; to ~, 
that is to say, namely; ~ting, not un¬ 
conscious or unintentional, whence 
~t'ingLY2 adv.). [OE, OS witan, OHG 
wizzan, ON vita, Goth, witan, f. Gmc 
*wait-, *wU-, cogn. w. L videre, Gk 
(tv)oida, (w)eidon, Skr. veda] 

wit2, n. 1. (Sing, or pi.) intelligence, 
understanding, (has not the ~, the ~s, ~ 
enough, to see; remedy is past the ~ of man 
to devise; out of one’s ~s, mad, distracted; 
has his ~s about him, is observant or of 
lively intelligence; has quick, stoic, etc., 
~s, a nimble ~, whence (-)~tED2 a.; at 
one’s ~’s end, utterly at a loss; live by 
one’s ~s, by ingenious hand-to-mouth 
shifts; the five ~s, arch., the senses or the 
mind), whence ~'less a., ~'lessLY2 adv., 
~'lessNESS n. 2. (Power of giving sud¬ 
den intellectual pleasure by) unexpected 
combining or contrasting of previously 
unconnected ideas or expressions (pos¬ 
sessed of both ~ efr humour ; pages spark¬ 
ling with ~), whence ~t'Y2 a., ~t'iLY2 

adv., ~t'iNESS n. [OE wit, gewit(t), OS 
wit, OHG wizzi, ON vit, Goth, -witi f. 
wit- (prec.)] 

wit3, n. Wise man (arch.); witty person 
(see prec.), person who talks wittily, 
whence ~'ling1(2) n. [uses of prec.; 1st 
sense f. 15th, 2nd f. 17th, c. ] 

witch, n., & v.t. 1. Woman or (now rarely) 
man practising sorcery (white ~, using 
powers for beneficent purposes only; 
~es’ sabbath), (fig.) fascinating or be¬ 
witching woman; ugly old woman, hag; 
(local) flat-fish resembling the lemon 
sole. 2. craft, sorcery, use of magic; 
~-doctor, = medicine 1-man; ~-hunt, (fig.) 
search for suspected Communists, spies, 
etc.; ~-meal, pollen of club 1-moss. 3. v.t. 
Bewitch (the ~ing time of night. Ham. hi. 
ii. 406, time when ~es are active, mid¬ 
night), esp. fig., fascinate, charm, whence 
~'ery(4, 5) n., ~'ing2 a., ~'ingLY2 adv. 
[OE wicca masc., wicce fern. f. wiccian 
vb, later prob. aphetic f. bewitch] 

witch-. See wych-. 
wit'enagemdt' (-g-), n. (hist.). Anglo- 

-Saxon national council or parliament. 
[OE witena gen. pi. of wita wise man, 
gemot meeting; cf. moot] 

with (-dh, -th), prep. 1. In antagonism to, 
against, (fight, quarrel, struggle, dispute, 
argue, compete, vie, ~). 2. In or into com¬ 
pany of or relation to, among, beside, 
(come, go, walk, cat, live, spend the day, 
mix t. & i., meet, ~ ; king is expected ~ or 
together ~ queen & court; numbered ~ the 
transgressors; compare ~; have nothing to 

do ~; deal ~; ~ God, dead & in heaven; 
have ~ you, arch., I accept your offer or 
challenge; so done ~ you). 3. Agreeably 
or in harmonious relations to (I feel, 
think, sympathize, ~ you; also with neg. 
wds in opp. sense, as I disagree ~ you; he 
that is not ~ me is against me; vote ~ the 
Liberals', blue does not go ~ green; one 
~, part of same whole as). 4. Having, 
carrying, possessed of, characterized by, 
(vase ~ handles, man~ sinister expression; 
walking ~ a gun; went out ~ no hat on; 
~ child or young, pregnant). 5. In the 
care or charge or possession of (have no 
money ~ me; leave child, parcel, ~ nurse, 
porter-, it rests ~ you to decide-, the deal, 
decanter, next move, is ~ you). 6. By use 
of as instrument or means (cut it ~ a knife; 
have no pen to write ~ ; walks ~ a crutch; 
damn ~ faint praise). 7. By addition or 
supply or acquisition or possession of as 
material (fill it, overflowing, ~ water; 
laden ~ baggage; blessed ~ beauty; adorn 
~ frescoes). 8. In same way or direction or 
degree or at the same time as (changes ~ 
the seasons; varies directly or inversely, 
increases, ~; rise ~ the sun; ~ that, 
thereupon, simultaneously; begin take 
as starting-point). 9. Because or by 
operation of, owing to, (trembles ~ fear; is 
down ~ fever; stiff, silent, ~ cold, shame). 
10. Displaying or so as to display, under 
favourable or unfavourable circum¬ 
stances of, (heard it ~ calmness; fought 
~ courage; won ~ ease, difficulty, a good 
deal to spare; shot well ~ a good, wretched, 
light). 11. In regard to, concerning, in 
the sphere of, in the mind or view of, (be 
patient ~ him; bear, do, or put up, ~, 
tolerate, be indulgent to; my dealings ~ 
the natives; what do you want ~ me?; 
away, down, up, to the devil, etc., ~ him, 
take or send or put him, he may go, away 
etc.; can do anything, nothing, ~ him., in¬ 
fluence or utilize him in any, no, direc¬ 
tion ; ~ God all things are possible; is it 
well ~ thee?; it is holiday time ~ us; the 
first object ~ him is; has great influence ~ 
theHouse). 12. So as to be separated from 
(part, break, dispense, ~). 13. Despite, 
notwithstanding, the presence of (~ all his 
learning, he is the simplest of men; ~ many 
admirable qualities, the best of intentions, 
he failed completely). [OE, OS with, ON 
vith, app. shortened f. Gmc *withro = 
OE wither, OHG widar (G wider) against, 
ON vithr, Goth, withra] 

withal' (-dhawl), adv. & prep. (arch.). 
1. With it, in addition, moreover, as well, 
at the same time. 2. prep, (always after 
its expressed or omitted obj.). With 
(what shall he fill his belly ~?). [ME; 
prec., all] 

withdraw' (-dh-), v.t. & i. Pull aside or 
back (~ curtain, one’s hand); take away, 
remove, (boy from school, coins from 
circulation, horse from race, troops from 
position, favour etc. from person); retract 
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(offer, statement, promise; cries of ‘ ~ ’, 
demands that speaker shall unsay some¬ 
thing as unparliamentary etc.); retire 
from presence or place, go aside or apart; 
II ~ing-room (arch.), drawing-room. Hence 
~al(2) n. [ME; with, draw1] 

with'e (-dhl, or widh), with'y (-dhi), n. 
(pi. -thes pr. -dhiz, or -ths). Tough flexible 
branch esp. of willow or osier used for 
binding bundles etc. [OE withthe (also 
ivithig, mod. withy), OHG wida, f. Gmc 
* with] on] 

with'er (-dh-), v.t. & i. Make or become 
dry & shrivelled (often up), deprive of or 
lose vigour or vitality or freshness or im¬ 
portance (often away), decline, lang-uish, 
decay, (has a ~ed arm; flowers & beauty 
~; age cannot ~ her; the individual ~s, 
ceases to be important); blight with 
scorn etc. (~ one with a look, usu. joc.), 
whence ~ing2 a., ~ingLY2 adv. [ME, 
app. var. of weather2, different, for 
certain senses] 

with'ers (-dherz), n. pi. Ridge between 
horse’s shoulder-blades (my ~ are un¬ 
wrung, imputation etc. does not touch 
me), [app. reduced f. (16th c.) widersome 
or -sone, f. wither (see with), as the part 
that resists strain of collar; second ele¬ 
ment obsc. ] 

II with'ershins (-dhcrshlnz), widd'er-, 
adv. (Sc.). In a direction contrary to 
apparent course of sun (considered as 
unlucky), counter-clockwise, [f. MLG 
weddersins f. MHG widersinnes (MHG 
wider against, sin, sint direction)] 

withhSld' (-dh-h-), v.t. (-held). Refrain 
from putting in action, refuse to grant, 
(~ one’s hand, arch, for hold, not take 
action; ~ one’s consent, support, the light 
of one’s countenance, etc.). [ME; with, 

hold1] 

within' (-dh-), adv., n., & prep. 1. Inside, 
to or at or on the inside, indoors, inter¬ 
nally, (chiefly arch.; cleans & without; go 
~, into house or room; stay ~, not go 
out of doors; is Mr Jones ~ ?, at home; 
beauty without & foulness ~; make me 
pure ~, in spirit; Bishopsgate ~, inside 
the walls). 2. n. The inside (as seen from 
~). 3. prep. To or on or in the inside of, 
enclosed by, (~ doors, in or into house; 
safe ~ the walls; wheel 1s ~ wheels); not 
beyond, not too far for, not transgressing, 
so as not to pass or exceed, subject to, 
(live, keep, ~ one’s income; ~ the meaning 
of the Act etc., covered by it; immortality 
~ the law, not illegal; keep it ~ bounds; 
a task well ~ his powers; running ~ him¬ 
self, without putting forth whole power; 
is true ~ limits)', not too far for, near 
enough to affect or be affected by, not 
farther off than (of with sense from, or 
abs.), (is ~ reach, sight, call, near enough 
to reach or be reached etc.; often of, as 
~ sight of port; is ~ three miles of a 
station', was ~ an ace of destruction)', in 
a time no longer than, before expiration 

witness 
or since beginning of, (of with sense from, 
or abs.; shall have it ~ an hour', ~ a year 
of his death, ~ a year, all was changed; 
have seen him ~ these three days). [OE 
withinnan on the inside (with, innan adv., 
ME inne in) ] 

without' (-dh-), adv., n., prep., & conj. 
1. Outside, to or at or on the outside, 
out-of-doors, externally, (chiefly arch.; 
white within & ~; stands disconsolate ~, 
outside the house etc.; listening to the 
wind ~). 2. n. The outside, external 
sources, (as seen from ~; the suggestion 
came from ~). 3. prep. Outside of (arch.; 
met us ~ the gates; negotiations within & ~ 
the House; is ~ the pale of civilization; 
things ~ us, all that is not ourselves); not 
having, not with, with no, devoid of, 
lacking, in -want of, free from, with free¬ 
dom from, not feeling or showing, in or 
with absence of, less, (came~ a hat; a rose 
~ a thorn; am ~ friends or money; did it ~ 
difficulty or being discovered', act ~ hesita¬ 
tion ; cannot live~ her, go away ~ thanking 
you; is absolutely ~ fear, anxiety; cannot 
make an omelette ~ breaking eggs', ~ 
health happiness is impossible; do, go, ~, 
dispense with, also ellipt. dispense with 
something implied; cold ~; ~ doubt, 
admittedly, certainly; ~ fail1, prejudice, 
reserve2; ~ end, infinite, eternal; goes 
~ saying, is too well known or obvious to 
need mention). 4. conj. (arch., vulg.). 
Unless. [OE withutan (with, utan adv., 
ME ute(n) out)] 

withstand' (-dh-), v.t. & i. (-stood). Resist, 
oppose, (person, force, hardship, wear, 
etc.); make opposition (poet.). [OE with- 
standan (= ON vithstanda), see with, 
STAND] 

withy. See withe. 
wit'ness, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Testimony, 
evidence, (bear ~ to or of, state one’s 
belief in, state facts tending to establish), 
thing stated by way of evidence (my ~ is 
not true; arch.), confirmation (stands there 
in ~ of the event; call to ~, appeal to for 
confirmation); thing or person whose 
existence, position, state, etc., serves as 
testimony to or proof of (is a living ~ to 
my clemency)', (also eye-~) spectator of 
incident, bystander, person present at 
event; person giving sworn testimony in 
law-court or for legal purpose (~ often 
used for the ~); person attesting genuine¬ 
ness of signature to document by adding 
his signature; II ~-box, stand, en¬ 
closure in law-court reserved for ~es. 
2. vb. State in evidence (noun, that, etc.; 
arch.); give evidence (against, for), serve 
as evidence (usu. against, for, to; ~ or as 
~ my poverty, of which let my poverty be 
the proof); be a or the ~ (arch.; ~ 
Heaven!, I call Heaven to ~); indicate, 
serve as evidence of, (a deathly pallor ~ed 
his agitation); see, be spectator of; act as 
~ of (document, signature, etc.). [OE 
vcUnes (wit2, -ness)] 
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witt'icism, n. Witty remark, .iest, (usu. 

in disparaging sense), [coined by Dry den 
f. wit 'ty, after criticismJ 

wittingly. See wit1. 

II witt'ol, n. (arch.). Man who winks at 
wife's infidelity, acquiescent cuckold. 
[ME welewold, app. formed by substitu¬ 
tion of wit1 for first syllable of cokewold 
CUCKOLD] 

wive, v.t. & i. (now rare). Provide with, 
take, wife. [OE wifian (wife)] 

wiv'ern, wyv-, n. (her.). Winged two- 
-legged dragon with barbed tail. [f. ME 
wyver, f. OF wivre (guivre), var. of vivre 
f. L viPERA+n; cf. bittern] 

wives. See wife. 

wiz'ard, n. & a. 1. Magician, sorcerer, 
male witch; person who effects seeming 
impossibilities; conjurer. 2. adj. (si.). 
Wonderful. Hence ~ry(4, 5) n. [ME 
wysard (wise1, -ard)] 

wiz'ened (-nd), wiz'en, weaz'en, a. Of 
shrivelled or dried-up appearance (chiefly 
of person or his face or look). [OE wis- 
nian, OHG wesanen, ON visna] 

wizier. See vizir. 
wo, whoa (wo'a), int. Stop (chiefly to 
horses); gee-wjo; wo -back’, int. used in 
backing horses. 

woad, n., & v.t. 1. (Plant yielding) kind of 
blue dye. 2. v.t. Dye with [OE wad, 
OHG weit, f. Gmc *waida-, *waizda-\ 

wob'ble, wa'bble (w6-), v.i., & n. 1. (Of 
top or revolving body) revolve with 
changing inclinations, rock; (of person, 
missile, etc.) go unsteadily, vibrate from 
side to side, swerve, stagger; (fig.) vacil¬ 
late, waver, act inconsistently, be incon¬ 
stant, whence wobb'leR1 n.; (of voice or 
sound) quaver, pulsate. 2. n. Rocking 
movement, change of direction or policy, 
swerve, piece of vacillation, [corresp. to 
LG wab(b)eln, MHG wabelen, f. Gmc 
*wabh-, cf. waver] 

II wodge, n. (colloq.). Chunk, [alt. f. 
wedge] 

woe, n. (chiefly poet, or joc.). Affliction, 
bitter grief, distress, (weal c&~, prosperity 
& adversity; ~ is vie, alas; ~ be to, a 
curse upon; ~ worth2 the day); (pi.) 
calamities, troubles; begone (-awn, 
-6n), dismal-looking [p.p. of OE began 
(by, go) surround]. Hence ~'ful (wof-) a., 
~'fulLY2 adv., (often joc., as ~/id ignor¬ 
ance, ~fully disappointed). [OE wd, wie, 
OS, OHG we, ON vei, viii, Goth, wai, f. 
Gmc *wai cogn. w. L me] 

wog. n. (si.). Native of a Middle Eastern 
country, esp. Egypt, [orig. unkn.] 

woke. See wake1. 

wold, n. Piece of open uncultivated 
country, down or moor land. [OE (Ang¬ 
lian) wald, OS, OHG wald, ON VQllr f. 
Gmc *walthuz; see weald] 

wolf (wdb-), n. (pi. -ves), & v.t. 1. Erect- 
-eared straight-tailed harsh-furred tawny - 
-grey wild gregarious carnivorous quadru¬ 
ped allied to dog, preying on sheep etc. 

or combining in packs to hunt larger 
animals (cry ~ too often, raise false alarms 
till genuine ones are disregarded; have, 
hold, ~ by the ears, be in a precarious 
situation; keep ~ from door, avert starva¬ 
tion ; ~ in sheep’s clothing, hypocrite). 2. 
Rapacious or greedy person, -whence 
~'ish1 a., ~'ishLY2 adv., ~'ishNESs n., 
(wdb-). 3. (mus.). Jarring sound from 
some notes in a bowed instrument; out- 
-of-tuno effect when playing in extremer 
key3 on old organs (before present ‘equal 
temperament’ was in use). 4. ~-eub, 
young~, || junior boy scout: ~-dog, kinds 
of dog kept to guard sheep from wolves, 
also dog-&-~ hybrid; large voraci¬ 
ous kind; ~-hound, Russian breed of dog, 
(also) Alsatian breed popular in U.K.; 
~’s-banc, monk’s-hood, aconite; ~’s- 
-clavs. -foot, club-moss; |l ~’s-fist, puff- 
-ball [OE fist fart]; ~'skin, (mat, cloak, 
etc., made of) ~’s skin ; ~’s-milk, kind of 
spurge; ~ spider, tarantula, also kinds 
that chase instead of netting prey; ~- 
-tooth, supernumerary pre-molar in 
horse; ~-v>histle, whistle of a male 
interested in and trying to attract the 
attention of a woman. 5. v.t. Devour 
or swallow greedily (freq. down). [OE, OS 
undf, OHG wolf, ON ulfr, Goth, wulfs, f. 
Gmc *wulfaz, cogn. w. L lupus, Gk lukos] 

wo'lfram (woo-), n. (Also —?<e) ore yield¬ 
ing tungsten, native tungstate of iron & 
manganese; (now usu. for) tungsten. 
[G, perh. f. wolf +rahrn cream, or MHG 
ram dirt, soot] 

wo'lverene (wcTo-), -ine (-en), n. Ameri¬ 
can carnivorous mammal called also 
glutton & carcajou, [obsc. f. wolv-, st. of 
WOLF] 

wolves. See wolf. 
wo'man (wdb-), n. (pi. women pr. wlm'In), 

& v.t. 1. Adult human female (every ~ is 
to him a lady; ~’s or women’s rights, posi¬ 
tion of legal equality with men demanded 
for women; there’s a ~ in it, way of ac¬ 
counting for man’s inexplicable conduct; 
~ with a past, wdth some scandal attach¬ 
ing to her past life; ~ of the icorld, ex¬ 
perienced in society, not raw & innocent; 
play the ~, weep or show fear; make an 
honest ~ of, marry after seducing; tied to 
~’s apron-strings, controlled like child 
by her; single spinster; the scarlet ~; 
wise 1 ~). 2. (Without article) the average 
or typical ~, the female sex, any ~, (how 
does ~ differ from man?; man born of ~, 
mortal man; is an excellent thing in ~; 
~’s wit, instinctive insight or resource; 
~’s reason1; O IF~, in apostrophes). 
3. Queen’s or great lady’s female atten¬ 
dant, lady in waiting, (arch.; sent one of 
her women to ask). 4. Man wdth feminine 
characteristics (is a ~ in tenderness; the 
old women in the Cabinet; all the old women 
of both sexes). 5. The feminine emotions 
(all the ~ in her rose in rebellion; stirred 
the ~ in him; has much of the ~ in his 
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composition). 6. attrib. Female (~ doctor, 
friend, counsellor, councillor; — suffrage, 
extension or possession of political 
suffrage to or by women). 7. (As suf.; 
chiefly in terms correl. to compounds 
in -man) — concerned or dealing or skilful 
with (country-^, shop~, ftorse—, church—, 
chairs, ferry~, applet, needier, etc.; also 
by close comb, with adj., as gentle—). 
8. —hater, misogynist; '--kind, women 
(one’s ~kind, wo'menkind, the women of 
one’s family); wo'menfolk, women, one’s 
—kind; hence ~hood n. ( = fern ale matur¬ 
ity, womanly instincts, '—kind), —less, 

'—like, aa. 9. v.t. Make behave like a ~, 
cause to weep etc.; address as ‘ ~ ‘ my 
good —etc., speak of as ‘—’ (not 
‘lady’). [OE wifmonfn), -man(n) (wife, 

man), a formation peculiar to English, the 
ancient wd being wife] 

wo'manish (wof>-), a. (Of man or his 
feelings, conduct, looks, etc.) like wo¬ 
men or their ways etc. (usu. derog.), 
effeminate. Hence —ly2 adv., ~ness n. 
[ME; -ish1] 

wo'manize (wcfo-), -ise (-iz), v.t. & i. 
Make womanish; (of men) be licentious, 
frequent prostitutes, [-ize] 

wo'manlly (wdo-), a. (Of woman or her 
feelings, conduct, etc.) having or showing 
the qualities befitting a woman, not mas¬ 
culine or girlish, (a truly —y woman; —?/ 
modesty, compassion., tact, etc.). Hence 
—Iness r.. [ME; -ly1] 

womb (wdom), n. Organ in woman & 
other female mammals in which child or 
young is conceived & nourished till birth, 
uterus, (falling of the —, frolapsus ; fruit 
of the —, children; also fig., as in the — of 
time, of future events etc.). [OE womb, 
womb, OIIG wamba, ON vqmb, Goth. 
wamba:] 

wom'bat, n. Australian marsupial mam¬ 
mal about size of badger, [f. native worn- 
back, -at] 

women. See woman. 

won. See win. 

wo'nder1 (wu-), n. 1. Miracle, prodigy, 
strange or remarkable thing or specimen 
or performance or event, (signs cb <—s, 
miracles; work —s, do miracles, succeed 
remarkably; whence <—-■workER1 n.; the 
child is a—, marvellously precocious etc.; 
did ~s, had remarkable success; seven —s 
of the world, sights, so called in antiquity; 
a nine-days’ —, event of passing interest; 
for a—, esp. by way of welcome exception, 
as you are punctual for a — ; what —, it is 
no —, no—, that, naturally, inevitably, of 
course, one cannot be surprised or might 
have g-uessed that, that usu. omitted; so 
he refused, & no —; is a — of delicate work¬ 
manship). 2. Emotion excited by what 
surpasses expectation or experience or 
seems inexplicable, surprise mingled with 
admiration or curiosity or bewilderment, 
{were filled with —; looked at him in silent 
or open-mouthed —). 3. ~land, fairyland, 

wood 

a country of surprising fertility etc.; —- 
-struck, -stricken, filled or dumb with ~. 
[OE wundor, OS -ar, OHG wuntar, ON 
undr, of unkn. orig. ] 

wo’nder2 (wu-), v.i. & t. Be filled with 
wonder, feel surprise, (usu. at, rarely to 
see etc., or abs.; shall never cease to — at 
it; can you — at it?; 7 — at you to child 
etc.., am shocked by your conduct; —ed to 
hear your voice; the kind of person that 
never — s), whence —ingLY2 adv., ~ment 
n., (wu-); be surprised to find that {that 
usu. omitted; I — he didn’t kill you); be 
curious, desire, to know (— why pain exists, 
who invented gas-lam.ps, what the time is, 
how to proceed, etc.). [OE wundrian 
(prec.)] 

wo'nderful (wu-), a. Marvellous, sur¬ 
prising, exceeding what was expected, 
remarkable, admirable. Hence—ly2 adv. 
[ME; -ful ] 

wo'ndrons (wu-), a, & adv. (poet., rhet.). 
1. Wonderful; hence —ly2 adv., —ness n. 
2. adv. (qualifying adjj. only). Wonder¬ 
fully (— kind etc.), [alt. f. obs. wonders 
adv. (genit. of wonder1, cf. -es), after 
marvellous] 

|| wonk'y, a. (si.). Shaky, groggy; unreli¬ 
able. [fanciful ] 

wont1 (wo-, wu-), pred. a. Accustomed to 
do (usu. after is, was, are, etc.; as he was 
— to say). [OE gewunod p.p. of gewunian 
(wunian dwell)] 

wont2 (wo-, wu-), v. aux. (poet.; pres, 
ind., —, — esl, —s or —, pi. —; past ind., 
—, — cst, —, pi. —, or — ed for —). Be 
accustomed (usu. to do). [ME, f. prec., or 
back form. f. wonted ] 

wont3 (wo-, wft-), n. What is customary 
in general or habitual to a person (use 
& —, established custom; according to 
his — ; it is my — to). [16th c., of doubtful 
orig. ] 

won’t. See will1. 
wont'ed (wo-, wu-), attrib. a. Habitual to 
person, (rarely) usual, (heard, me with his 
— courtesy; met with the — obstacles). 
[either f. wont3 + -ed, or an extension of 
WONT1] 

woo, v.t. (rhet.). Ask in marriage, pay 
amorous court to, ask the love of, whence 
—'er1 n.; pursue, seek to win, (fame, 
fortune, etc.); (abs.) go courting, conduct 
oneself as —er; coax, importune, try to 
persuade, (person usu. to do or to com¬ 
pliance etc.). Hence—’ingLY2 adv. [late 
OE wogian intr., awogian trans., of unkn. 
orig. ] 

wdo'but, ou'bit (do-), n. = wooLLY-frear. 
[ME wolbode (wool, +OE budda beetle)] 

wood, n. X. Growing trees occupying con¬ 
siderable tract of ground, forest, (also pi. 
in same sense, as came upon a clearing in 
the — s; cannot see the — for trees, details 
impede general view; out of the —, out of 
danger etc.; don’t halloo till you are out of 
the —, assume too soon that difficulties 
are over), whence (-)—ed2 a. 2. Fibrous 
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substance between pith & bark of tree, (to the warp); cf. ABB; woof by assoc, w. 
whether growing or cut for timber or fuel. warp2 (in warp and (w)oof) or weft 1 ] 
3. The cask or unbottlod storage of wine 
etc. (in, from, the ~). 4. (mus.). (Also 
—-wind) the wooden wind-instruments of 
a band etc. 5. (Bowls) a bowl2 (first 
sense); (golf) a wooden club. 6. —-agate, 
showing grain of ~ ; ~ anemone, the wild 
flowering anemone ; or -bind, 
honeysuckle; —block, die usu. of box— 
from which ~cuts are taken; —'cock, 
kinds of game bird related to snipe; 
—'craft, knowledge of forest conditions 
esp. as applied in hunting etc.; —'cut, 
(print, usu. as illustration in book, taken 
from) engraving made on ~; cutter, 
man who cuts ~, engraver of ~cuts;'— 
-engraver, maker of ~cuts, kinds of boring 
insect; —-fibre, fibre got from ~ esp. as 
material for paper; —-gas, carburetted 
hydrogen got from ~ ; ~ ibis, kind of N.- 
-Amer. stork; —'land, ~ed country, ~s, 
(often attrib., as —land scenery, the—land 
choir, birds); ~ leopard, kind of moth; ~- 
-louse, kinds of small isopod land crusta¬ 
cean ; || -’man, forester, ~ cut ter; —-notes, 
spontaneous poetry; —nymph,, dryad, 
kinds of humming-bird & moth; — -opal, 
silicified ~ ; ~ paper, made of ~-puip ; ~ 
pavement, wooden blocks used as paving 
of road; pecker, kinds of bird that cling 
to tree-stems & tap them to discover 
insects; —pie, great spotted ~-pecker; 
~-pigeon, ringdove; —-pulp, ~-fibre re¬ 
duced to pulp as material for paper; 

ruff, kinds of white-flowered plant, 
sweet —ruff grown esp. for fragrance of 
leaves when dried or crushed; —s'man, 
dweller in or frequenter of ~s; ~ sorrel, 
kinds of acid-juiced plant; ~ spirit, crude 
methyl alcohol got from ~; —-tar, got 
from ~; ~-warbler, kind of bird; —-wasp, 
kinds that hang nest in tree or burrow in 
rotten ~; — -wool, fine pine shavings used 
as surgical dressing or for packing; — 
work, things made of ~, esp. the wooden 
part of a house etc. Hence ~'less a. 
[OE widu, wiodu, wudu, OHG witu, 
ON vithr, f. Gmc *widhuz] 

wood'chuck, n. Kind of N.-Amer. mar¬ 
mot. [f. Airier.-Ind. name, cf. Cree 
wuchak, otchock] 

wo&d'en, a. Made of wood (~ head, stu¬ 
pidity, whence -—headED2 a., —head- 
edNESF (-h6d-) n.; ~ horse, by use of 
which Troy was taken; ~ spoon ; ~ walls, 
warships); stiff, clumsy, without anima¬ 
tion, inexpressive, (~ motions, manners, 
stare, face, etc.), whence ~ly2 adv., 
~ness n. [-EN6] 

wood'ly, a. (Of region) abounding in 
woods, well-wooded; of the nature, con¬ 
sisting, of wood (the —y parts of a plant; 
—y stem, tissue); (rare) found in woods (—y 
NIGHTSHADE). Hence ~1ness n. [ME; 
-Y_2] 

woof, n. = weft1. [ME oof f. OE owef 
(a- 1, wef= web) = that which is woven on 

wool, n. 1. Kind of hair distinguished by 
fineness & wavy structure & scaly surface 
forming fleece of sheep, goat, alpaca, etc., 
& occurring mixed with ordinary hair in 
coat of some other animals (carding or 
short, combing or long, —, less, more, than 
4 in. long & prepared by different pro¬ 
cesses for spinning; dyed in the —, dyed 
before spinning or weaving, (fig.) thor¬ 
ough-going, out-&-out; much cry <& little 
—, disappointing result, fiasco; go for — 
<£• come home shorn, have tables turned 
on one), whence-~KD2 (-Id) a. 2. Woollen 
yarn, worsted, (spent an hour matching 
—s; Berlin —, fine dyed ~ for knitting 
etc.); woollen garments or cloth (safest to 
wear—). 3. Soft short under-fur or down. 
4. Negro's hair, (joc.) any person’s hair 
(lose one’s ~, si., show anger). 5. Kinds 
of ~-like substance (cotton1 ~ ; lead1 ~; 
mineral —, made from molten slag sub¬ 
jected to strong blast & used for packing 
walls etc.). 6. —-ball, esp. lump of con¬ 
creted ~ occas. formed in stomach of 
sheep etc.; ~-carding, -combing, processes 
by which short, long, ~ is prepared for 
spinning; ~-dyed, dyed in the ~, see 
above; ~-fat, -oil, lanolin; skin 
of sheep etc. with fleece still on; ~- 
-gathering, absent-minded(ness), inatten¬ 
tive (mood); II ~-hall, ~-merchants’ 
exchange or market; ~-pack, (formerly) 
240-lb. bale of ~, also fleecy cloud; ||~4 
sack, ~-stuffed cushion on which Lord 
Chancellor sits in House of Lords (reach 
etc. the ~sack, become Lord Chancellor; 
take seat on tlie~ sack, open proceedings in 
House of Lords); ~-sorters’ disease, an¬ 
thrax; ~ -stapler, one who grades pro¬ 
ducer’s ~ & sells to manufacturer; 
~-work, embroidery with Berlin ~s 
imitating tapestry. [OE wull, OHG wolla, 
ON till, Goth, wulla f. Gmc *wullo] 

wdbll'en, a. & n. 1. Made of wool. 2. n. 
~ fabric, as blanket, flannel, cloth; ~- 
-draper, retailer of ~s; hence ~ettf/(2) n. 
[-EN6 ] 

wooll'y, a. & n. 1. Bearing or naturally 
covered with wool or wool-like hair (the 
~ flock; —-bear, kinds of hairy cater¬ 
pillar; a ~ puppy, head); resembling or 
suggesting wool (~ hair, clouds; ~ voice, 
husky); (paint.) lacking in definition or 
luminosity or incisiveness (~ texture, 
style, etc.); (fig., of the mind) confused & 
hazy; (bot.) downy, pubescent. 2. n. 
Woollen garment, esp. sweater. Hence 
wdoll'iNESS n. [-Y2] 

Wool'wich (-lij), n. (Used for) ~ Arsenal 
tvith magazines for naval & military 
stores; (formerly used for) the Royal 
Military Academy, ~, for cadets of Rojml 
Engineers & Artillery. [~ in Kent] 

woora'li (-ah-), woorar'a. = curare. 

wop1. See whop. 

*Wop2, n. (si.). Mid- or South-European 
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(esp. Italian) immigrant in U.S. (cf. dago, 
SQUAREftead). [orig. imirn. ] 

word1 (w^d), n. 1. Any sound or com¬ 
bination of sounds (or its written or 
printed symbol) recognized as a part1 of 
speech, conveying an idea or alternative 
ideas, & capable of serving as a member 
of, the whole of, or a substitute for, a 
sentence (coin, play upon, torture, ~s; is 
not the ~ for it, not an adequate descrip¬ 
tion ; have no ~s to express my gratitude 
etc.; takes ~s for things; ~s are the wise 
man’s counters & the fool’s money; in a or 
one ~, briefly, to sum up; translate or 
repeat ~ for ~, literally or verbatim). 
2. Speech (honest in ~ & deed; bold in ~ 
only; by ~ of mouth, orally). 3. Thing 
said, saying, remark, conversation, (usu. 
in pi.; take one at his ~, act on assumption 
that he means what he says; fair or good 
~s, complimentary, conciliatory, flatter¬ 
ing, etc.; high, hard, warm, hot, sharp, etc., 
~s, angry talk; big ~s, boasting, bluff; 
burning ~s, enthusiastic, inspiring, ex¬ 
cited, etc.; wild & whirling ~s, not well 
weighed; hard ~s break no bones, fine 

butter no parsnips, ~s are but wind, 
depreciations of talk as compared with 
action; so ~s or things, ~s deeds; 
household '—'; in so many ~s, bluntly, 
explicitly; have ~s with, quarrel with; 
they had ~s, quarrelled; have a ~ with, 
converse briefly with; so a ~ with you 
as demand for interview; suit the action 
to the ~, do at once what one has 
threatened etc.; on or with the ~, as soon 
as something has been said; a ~ & a blow, 
impetuous person’s procedure; ‘proceed 
from ~s to blows; waste ~s, talk vainly; a 
~ in, out of, season, well, ill, timed advice 
or interference; have the last ~, not let 
opponent in altercation speak last; the 
last ~ on a subject, pronouncement in¬ 
cluding latest views & likely to be defini¬ 
tive ; a truer ~ was never spoken; have a 
~ to say, something worth hearing; man 
of few ~s, taciturn; hasn’t a ~ to throw 
at a dog, is unsociably or superciliously 
taciturn; say a good ~ for, commend, 
defend; give person one’s good ~, recom¬ 
mend him for post etc.; eat one’s ~s, 
retract, apologize under compulsion: ~ 
of command, ~ or phrase giving direction 
esp. to soldiers being drilled; a ~ to the 
wise, transl. of verbum sapienti; God’s 
W~, the scriptures; so the W~ of God, 
& see below). 4. News, intelligence, a 
message, (send ~ of; send ~; ~ came that 
or of). 5. One’s promise, assurance, 
or responsible statement (give person, 
give, pledge, pass, one’s ~, make promise 
or rarely statement; keep, break, one’s 
~ ; I give you my ~ for it, promise it shall 
be or state that it is so; so ellipt. my ~ 
upon it; upon my ~, on my honour, also 
as excl. at something that shocks; ~ of 
honour, promise or statement made upon 
one’s honour1; a man of his ~, a promise- 

work 

-keeper; be as good as one’s ~, fulfil or ex¬ 
ceed what one has promised; his ~ is 
as good as his bond, may be relied on). 
6. Command, order, password, motto, 
(his ~ is law; give the ~ to do or for; act 
promptly at the ~ ; must give the ~ before 
you can pass; sharp’s the ~, exhortation 
to hurry). 7. The W~ (of God), Christ 
as mediator or manifestation of God to 
man. 8. ~-blind, -deaf, incapacitated by 
kinds of brain trouble from attaching 
meaning to ~s seen or heard; —book, 
vocabulary; ~-painter, -painting, graphic 
or picturesque writer, writing; ~-perfect, 
knowing part, piece, etc., by heart; ~- 
-picture, piece of ~-painting; ~-play, 
verbal fencing, also play on ~s, pun, etc.; 

splitter, -splitting, (maker of)oversubtle 
verbal distinctions; ~-square, set of ~s 
so chosen that when they are written 
under each other the letters read down¬ 
ward in columns give same ~s, e.g. rat, 
ado, too. Hence ~'less a. [OE, OS word, 
OHG wort, ON orth, Goth, waurd, f. Gmc 
*wordam ] 

word2 (wdfd), v.t. Put into words, phrase, 
select words to express. Hence ~'ingl n. 
[ME, f. prec.] 

wor'dly (w€t-), a. Verbose, given to or 
expressed in many words, diffuse; in, 
consisting of, words (~j/ warfare). Hence 
~ily 2 adv., ~iness n. [ME; -Y2 ] 

wore. See wear1’3. 
work1 (wdrk), n. 1. Expenditure of 
energy, striving, application of effort to 
some purpose, (set to ~, begin or make 
begin operations; has got to, is at, ~ at 
last; all ~ & no play; never does a stroke 
of ~; never liked, will do no, ~); (phys.) 
exertion of force in overcoming resistance 
or producing molecular change (convert 
heat into ~; unit of ~, lifting of 1 lb. for 
1 ft; internal ~, exerted on molecules of 
a body). 2. Task (to be) undertaken, 
materials (to be) used in task, (the ~ of 
converting the heathen; have one’s ~ cut 
out for one, no light task, as much as one 
can do; all in the day’s ~, normal; bring 
your ~ downstairs, i.e. sewing-materials, 
lesson-books, etc.). 3. Thing done, 
achievement, thing made, book or piece 
of Literary or musical composition, literary 
or other product of, specimen of, (theol., 
usu. in pi.) meritorious act as opposed to 
faith or grace, (mighty ~s, miracles; a 
good day’s ~, much accomplished; the ~s 
of God, nature; honest man the noblest ~ of 
God; the ~s of Cicero, his writings; a 
learned, historical, ~, book; a~ of art, fine 
picture, building, poem, etc.; is the ~ of 
the devil; ~s of mercy, charitable actions; 
covenant of~s, O.-T. dispensation; ~s of 
SVPWRerogalion). 4. Doings or experiences 
of specified kind (sharp, bloody, wild, ~; 
thirsty, dry, ~; make short ~ of, quickly 
accomplish or get rid of or oyercome). 
5. Employment, esp. the opportunity 
of earning money by labour, laborious 

5813 
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occupation, (is out of, is in regular, wants, 
is looking for, ~ ; many hands make light 
~; do you want the ~ or the wages?; 
rich men's luxury makes ~ for the poor). 
6. (Usu. in pi., & in comb, or with adj.) 
piece of fortification, structure for de¬ 
fence, (the ~s are impregnable; advanced, 
detached, defensive, ~s or ~; out~s, earth- 
~). 7. pi. Operations in building etc. 
(public '—'S, such operations done by or 
for the State; relief1 ~s; II Ministry of 
W~s; clerk of the ~s). 8. pi. Acting or 
operative part of machine (usu. of; the 
~s of a watch etc.; something must be 
wrong with the ~s). 9. pi. (Often with sing, 
constr., usu. in comb, with attrib. n.) 
manufactory (the owner of an iron, a glass, 
-~s; the ~s will be closed from 1st Oct.). 
10. (Articles having) ornamentation of 
kind specified by adj. or by usu. hyphened 
attrib. n., things or parts made of material 
or with tools etc. so specified, (covered with 
elaborate ~; rustic, embossed, beaten, 
frosted, etc., wood~, iron~, stone~; 
fancy, needle, stucco, relief, poker, -~); 
(naut.) upper ~s. 13. ~'aday, fit for or 
used or seen on ~days, ordinary, prac¬ 
tical, (now chiefly in this ~ada.y world); 
~-bag, -basket, -box, holding materials & 
implements for ~, esp. for sewing; ~'day, 
day other than Sunday or festival; 
house, II public institution for reception 
of paupers in parish or union of parishes 
(hist.), ’house of correction for petty 
offenders; ~’m,an, operative, man hired 
to do manual labour, person good, bad, 
skilled, etc., at his job (an ill ~man 
quarrels with his tools); manlike, charac¬ 
teristic of a good ~man; ~'manship, 
person’s relative skill in doing task, 
relative finish or execution seen in manu¬ 
factured article or~ of art, one’s making 
(we are God’s or of God’s ~manship); ~- 
people, ~men or -women; piece, tiling 
worked on with tool or machine; ~-room, 
in which ~ is done; ~'shop, room or 
building in which manufacture is carried 
on; ~-shy, (adj.) disinclined to work, (n.) 
lazy wastrel; ~ study, system of measur¬ 
ing jobs so that they can produce the 
best results for employees and employers; 
~-fa&Ze,with drawers for sewing-materials 
etc.,; ~'woman, female operative. Hence 

■—'less a. [OE iveorc, OS werk, OMG were, 
ON verk, f. Gmc *werkam, cogn. w. Gk 
(w)ergon ] 

work2 (werk), v.t. & i. (~ed; also wroxight 
pr. rawt, arch. exc. as specified below). 
1. Engage or be engaged in bodily or 
mental work, carry on operations, make 
efforts, be a craftsman in some material, 
(men must ~; ~ away or on, continue to 
~ ; ~ double tides ; ~ to rule, make effici¬ 
ency impossible by keeping every rule in 
& out of season, as substitute for open 
strike; is ~ing at Greek, history, social 
reform; ~s, ~ecZ or wrought, in brass, 
leather, oils, distemper; person is hard to 

~ with, impracticable; is~ing for, against, 
the cause). 2. (Of machine, plan, etc.) 
operate, act, do its appointed work, 
(of person) put or keep (machine etc.) in 
operation, keep (person, horse, machine, 
etc.) going or at work, exact toil from, 
(charm., drug, pump, scheme, ~s or will not 
~ ; ~ ship, typewriter; ~s his men etc. too 
hard, to death); (of wheel etc.) run, re¬ 
volve, go through regular motions, (strap, 
handle, wheel, ~s on a wheel, pivot, axle; 
~ freely, stiffly, etc.). 3. Carry on, 
manage, control, (~ mine, scheme; ~s 
the coach from London to Brighton, has 
charge of it; my partner ~s the Liverpool 
district; is ~ed by wires, electricity, etc.). 
4. Have influence or effect, exercise 
influence on, (often wrought; now let it ~, 
leave it to produce its effect; ~ upon 
person or his mind etc.; all these things 
have ~ed together for good; the appeal 
wrought powerfully upon him; ~ the 
oracle). 5. Bring about, effect, accom¬ 
plish, produce as result, (often wrought; 
~ wonders, cures, mischief, a change; ~ 
one’s will, accomplish one’s purpose often 
upon person or thing; will ~ it if I can, 
si., bring it about). 6. Be in motion, he 
agitated, cause agitation, ferment lit. & 
fig., (face, features, ~ed violently; waves 
~ to efr fro; thoughts, conscience, ~ing 
within him; yeast began to ~; to be wroth 
with one we love doth ~ like madness in 
the brain). 7. Make way or make (way 
etc.) or cause to make way slowly or with 
difficulty or by shifting motions (usu. 
with adv. or prep.), gradually become 
(loose, free, tight, etc.) by motion, (stock¬ 
ings, shirt, ~ down, up; needle ~cd out 
eventually from her o.rm; ferrule has ~ed 
off, loose; ~ your knife through the card, 
your point in; grub Us way into or 
out of; wind has ~ed round; ship is ~ing 
eastwards; some influences ~ upwards, 
some downwards, in society; angler ~s up 
stream). 8. Knead, hammer, fashion, into 
shape or desired consistence (~ dough, 
clay, etc.; butter should be thoroughly ~ed; 
wrought iron, forged or rolled, not cast). 
9. Artificially & gradually excite into 
(~ed his audience, himself, into enthusiasm, 
a rage). 10. Do, make by, needlework 
or the like (reads to them while they ~; 
~ pattern, initials, etc., on linen etc.; 
is ~ing a shawl). 11. Solve (sum) by 
mathematical processes. 12. Purchase 
(one’s passage) with labour instead of 
money, also transf. 13. ~ in, find place 
for (illustration, subject, etc.), admit of 
being introduced. 14. ~ off, get rid of, 
got over, find customers etc. for, (~s off his 
bad temper ora his servants; has ~ed off his 
debauch; ~ off 3000 copies; ~s off old jokes 
on us). 15. ~ out, find (amount etc.) 
or solve (sum) by calculation, (of amount 
etc.) be calculated at (~s out at £6 10s.), 
(of sum) give definite result (will not ~ 
out), exhaust with work (person, mine, etc., 
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is quite ~ed out), accomplish or attain 
with difficulty (~ out one’s salvation), 
provide for or plan all details of (has ~ed 
out a scheme of invasion); ~-out n. (esp. 
boxing, sports, etc.), a practice or test. 
16. ~ up, bring gradually to efficient state, 
elaborate in description (often wrought), 
advance gradually to (climax), excite 
(persons, expectations, etc.) by degrees 
(often wrought; his wrought-up nerves; is 
in a highly wrought-up state, nervous, 
hysterical), mingle (materials) into whole, 
acquire familiarity with (subject) by 
study. [OE wyrcan (Gmc *umrkjan), 
wircan (Gmc *werlcjan), we(o)rcan (f. 
we(o)rc n.); Gmc *werk-, *wurk-, see 
prec.] 

wor'k|able (w<5r-), a. That can be worked, 
that will work, that is worth working, 
practicable, feasible. Hence ~aBii'iTY, 
~abletTESS, nn., ~abt,Y2 adv. [-able] 

wor'ker (wet-), n. In vbl senses; esp., 
(also~ bee, ant, etc.) undeveloped female 
of various social insects. [ME ; -er1] 

wor'king1 (wdl-), n. In vbl senses; also 
or esp.: way thing works or result of 
its ~ (the ~s of his face, conscience, 
fancy); mine, quarry, etc., or part of it in 
which work is being or has been done 
(was found in a disused ~); ~ day, = 
wORK1-day, also hours of the twenty-four 
devoted to work; ~ capital, expenses, 
those required by or devoted to actual 
carrying on of business; ~ drawing, plan 
(serving as guide for building or construc¬ 
tion) ; ~ lunch etc., meal at which business, 
policy, etc. are discussed; ~-out, calcula¬ 
tion of results, elaboration of details; ~ 
party, (esp.) committee etc. appointed to 
secure efficiency in an industry etc. or to 
investigate & report on some question. 
[ME; -ing1] 

wor'king2 (wdb-), a. In vbl senses; esp., 
engaged in manual labour (~ man; the ~ 
class). [-ING2] 

world (w«5t-), n. 1. Time or state or scene 
of existence (the or this ~, mortal life; the 
other or next ~, the ~ to come, life after 
death; the lower ~, hell, Earth; Prince of 
this ~, the devil; we bring nothing into 
the ~, at birth; bring child into the ~, 
beget or bear it; make the best of both ~s, 
reconcile secular & spiritual interests; 
the end of the ~, cessation of all mortal 
life by destruction of universe or other¬ 
wise ; ~ without end, for ever). 2. Secular 
interests & occupations (the ~, the flesh, 
&• the devil, kinds of temptation; forsake 
the ~). 3. The universe, all creation, 
everything, (the creation of the ~ ; the best 
of all possible ~s; in the ~, at all, that 
exists, etc., as who, how, what, in the~ was 
it?, nothing in the~ ; for all the ~ like, pre¬ 
cisely like; carry the ~ before one, have 
rapid & complete success). 4. Everything 
that exists outside oneself (the external ~, 
all phenomena; the ~ of dreams, things as 
they seem in dreams; would not do it for 

the, to gain the whole, ~; she is all the ~ 
to me; would give the ~ to know). 5. The 
earth, heavenly body supposed to re¬ 
semble it, its countries & their inhabi¬ 
tants, all people, the earth as known or 
in some respect limited, (go round the ~ ; 
to the ~’s end, to farthest attainable 
distance; a universe o/~s; are there other 
~s than ours?; citizen of the ~, cosmo¬ 
politan; all the ~’s a stage; make a noise 
in the ~, be widely talked of; all the ~ 
knoivs, it is generally known; makes the 
whole ~ kin; the wise old ~, general ex¬ 
perience & custom; ~ politics, movement, 
tendency, affecting or seen among many 
peoples; the Old W~, Europe, Asia, & 
Africa,, part known by ancients to exist; 
the New W~, America; the Roman etc. ~, 
as much of the ~ as concerned Rome 
etc.; the Anglo-Saxon, English-speaking, 
etc., ~). 6. Human affairs, their course & 
conditions, active life, (so v>ags the ~; 
how goes the ~ with you?; know, see, the ~, 
have, acquire, experience; man of the ~, 
experienced practical tolerant person; 
begin the ~, start one’s career; all’s right 
with the ~, expression of optimism; take 
the ~ as it is, as one finds it, be adaptable; 
let the ~ slide, not try to influence events, 
also disregard convention & public 
opinion). 7. Average or respectable or 
fashionable society or people or their 
customs or opinions (the great —, fashion¬ 
able society; all the ~ A: his wife, all with 
pretensions to fashion; wheat will the ~ 
say?, dare we defy opinion ?; live out of 
the~, avoid society). 8. All that concerns 
or all who belong to specified department 
or class, sphere, domain, (the literary, 
scientific, sporting, animal, ancient, ~ ; the 
~ of letters, art, sport). 9. A vast or infinite 
number or amount or extent (a ~ of 
meaning, trouble, faults; a ~ of waters, 
expanse of sea; a ~ too wide etc., by far). 
10. To the ~ (si.), utterly (tired, drunk, 
etc., to the ~, pern, by misapplication of 
dead to the ~); ~ language, that was or 
will be or is meant to be universal, 
also spoken in more than one part of ~; 
~-old, (usu. by exag.) old as creation; ~- 
-power, powerful State whose policy etc. 
may affect the ~ at large; —weary, tired 
of existence; wide, spread over the ~, 
known or found everywhere. [OE 
w(e)orold, world, OS werold, OHG weralt, 
ON verqld, f. Gmc *wer- man +*aldh- 
age, bid ] 

wor'ldling (w6r-), n. Worldly person. 
[-LING1] 

wor'ldly (wdl-), a. Temporal, earthly, (~ 
goods, property); exclusively or pre¬ 
ponderantly concerned with or devoted 
to the affairs of this life, esp. to pursuit 
of wealth or pleasure (~ wisdom, esp. 
prudence in advancing one’s own inter¬ 
ests; ~ people, life, etc.); other—; 

■—mindedintent on ~ things, whence 
~-mInd,edNESS n.; ~-wse, having ~ 
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wisdom. Hence wor'ldliNESS (w<Tr-) n. 
[-LY1] 

worm1 (w<?fm), n. 1. Kinds of inverte¬ 
brate limbless or apparently limbless 
creeping animal, esp. such as are seg¬ 
mented in ring's or are parasitic in the 
intestines or tissues (also in compd names 
of larvae, insects, lizards, etc., with some 
resemblance to ~s, as silk, glow, slow, -~; 
dog, child, has ~s, internal parasites; food 
for~s, of person when dead; will turn, 
the meekest will resist or retaliate if 
pushed too far; the ~ of conscience, gnaw¬ 
ing pain of remorse; so where their ~ 
dieth not; am a ~ today, out of sorts & 
spiritless, w. ref. to Ps. xxii. 6). 2. In¬ 
significant or contemptible person. 3. 
Spiral part of screw, spiral cartridge- 
-extractor, spiral pipe of still in which 
vapour is cooled & condensed. 4. Liga¬ 
ment under dog’s tongue. 5. '—cast, 
tubular mass of earth voided by earth~; 

eaten, gnawn by ~s, full of ~-holes, 
(fig.) antiquated; ~-fishing, with ~ for 
bait; ~-gear, arrangement of toothed 
wheel worked by revolving spiral; —hole, 
left in wood, fruit, etc., by passage of ~; 
~-holed, ~eaten (lit.); ~-seed, (Levantine 
plant bearing) seed used to expel in¬ 
testinal ~s; ~’s-eye view (joc.), as seen 
from below (opp. bird’s-eye view); ~- 
-wheel, wheel of ~-gear. Hence ~'y2 a., 
~'iNESS n. [OE wyrm, OS, OHG wurm, 
O N ormr, Goth, waurms, cogn. w. L vermis ] 

worm2 (wcSim), v.t. & i. 1. Insinuate one- 
self into (favour, person’s confidence, etc.); 
convey oneself, progress, make one’s way, 
with craivling motion (~ed himself or his 
way or ~ed through the bushes). 2. Draw 
(secret etc.) by crafty persistence out (of 
person). 3. Cut worm of (dog’s tongue). 
4. Kid (garden-bed etc.) of worms, [f. 
prec. ] 

worm'wood (w<3>), n. Kinds of perennial 
herb with bitter, tonic, & stimulating 
qualities used in preparation of vermouth 
& absinth & in medicine; bitter mortifica¬ 
tion or its cause, [alt. f. obs. wermod (OE 
wermod, OS -mode, OHG -muot, of unkn. 
orig.), after worm, wood; cf. vermouth] 

wdrn. See wear1. 
wo'rrit (wh-), v.t. & i., & n. = foil. (vulg.). 
wo'rrly (wii-), v.t. & i., & n. 1. (Of dogs) 
bite (rat, sheep, dog) repeatedly, shake or 
pull about with the teeth (~j/ problem etc. 
out, assail it again & again till it is solved; 
~y the sword in fencing, try to fluster 
opponent by small movements in quick 
succession); tease, harass, importune, be 
continuously or intermittently trouble¬ 
some to, allow no rest or peace of mind to 
(~j/ oneself, take needless trouble; is 
much ~ied, full of uneasiness; wears a 
~ied look, looks anxious or troubled); 
give way to anxiety, let the mind dwell 
on troubles, fret; *1 should ~y (colioq.), 
it doesn’t trouble me at all; along, 
manage to advance in spite of obstacles; 

worth 

hence ~Iment n., ~yingLY2 adv. 2. n. 
Hound’s ~ying of quarry; (usu. in pi.) 
care(s), tliing(s) ~ying person; _ cares, 
~ied state, over-anxiety; hence ~iless a. 
[OE wyrgan kill, OHG wurgan, f. Gmc 
*wurgjan] 

worse (wdi's), a. & adv. comp., & n. 
1. More bad or badly; (as pred. a.) in or 
into less good health (is ~ today, is getting 
~), in less good condition or circumstances 
(is none the ~ for it). 2. n. ~ tbing(s) (have 
~ to tell; but ~ followed, remains); the ~, 
defeat hi contest (have, pul to, the ~, be 
defeated, defeat), ~ condition (a change 
for the ~). Hence wor'sEN6 (wdr-) v.t. 
& i. [OE wyrsa, wiersa, OS wirsa, OHG 
wirsiro, ON verri, Goth, wairsiza f. Gmc 
*icers-, cf. war1] 

wor'ship (wfir-), n., & v.t. & i. (-pp-). 
X. (arch.). Worthiness, merit, recognition 
given or due to these, honour & respect, 
(men of ~, worthies; win, have, ~, reach, 
enjoy, high repute; || so still in your, his, 
TH~, used to or of certain magistrates, 
or to show respect for person of higher 
station or ironical pretence of this), 
whence ~ful a., ~fulLY2 adv., ~fulNESS 
n. 2. Reverent homage or service paid to 
God (public ~, the hours of ~, forms of~, 
etc., church services; place of~, church); 
adoration or devotion comparable to this 
felt or shown towards person or principle 
(an object of~ ; regarding her with ~ in his 
eyes-, the ~ of rank, wealth, intellect, 
athletics). 3. vb. Adore as divine, pay 
religious homage to; idolize, regard with 
adoration, (~s the ground she treads on)-, 
attend public ~ (where does he ~?), 
whence ~pER1 n.; be full of adoration. 
[OE weorthscipe (worth1, -ship)] 

worst (w<5i-), a. & adv. sup., n., & v.t. 
1. Most bad, badly. 2. n. ~ part, feature, 
state, possible assumption, event, pos¬ 
sible issue, or action (the ~ of the storm is 
over; the ~ of it is that —; saw him at his 
~ ; when things are at the or their ~; at ~, 
at the ~, our lives are safe; get the ~ of it, 
be ~ed; have, pvt to, the ~, be defeated, 
defeat; the ~ has happened-, be prepared 
for the ~; if the ~ comes to the ~, if the 
~ happens; do your, let him etc. do his 
etc., ~, expression of defiance). 3. v.t. 
Get the better of, defeat, outdo, best. 
[OE u-yrsta etc., adj., wyrst adv., f. Gmc 
*wersistaz (*ivers- worse + -est) ] 

wor'sted (wdbs-), n. Woollen yarn (often 
attrib., as ~ sock). [Worste(a)d in Nor¬ 
folk] 

wort (wdit), n. 1. Plant, herb, (rare exc, 
in comb., as spleen, stitch, 2. In¬ 
fusion of malt before it is fermented into 
beer, [sense 1 f. OE wyrt = OS wurt, 
OHG, G umrz, O N urt, Goth, waurts, cogn. 
w. root, L radix; sense 2 f. OE wyrt = OS 
wurtja, MHG, G ururze, derivative f. same 
st. ] 

worth1 (wdrth), pred. a. (governing noun 
like trans. part.), & n. 1. Of value equiva- 
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lent to (is ~ much, little, nothing, about 
2/6; is little ~, poet., ~ little; mkd in the 
hand is ~ two in bush; what is the house 

; the rarer it is the more it is ~). 2. De¬ 
serving, worthy of, bringing compensa¬ 
tion for, (~ one’s salt, earning one’s keep 
by good service; ~ doing, hearing, notice, 
the trouble, while1, an effort, troubling 
oneself about, etc.; ~ it, colloq., ~ while; 
to reign is ~ ambition; game not ~ the 
candle ; I give you, you must take, this 
for what it is ~, I do not guarantee its 
truth, wisdom, etc.). 3. Possessed of, 
having property amounting to, (is, died, 
~ a million; spent all he was ~ on it; for all 
oneis~, colloq., with one’s utmost efforts, 
without reserve). 4. ~-while, that is ~ 
while (a ~-while experiment). 5. n. What 
a person or thing is~, value, merit, high 
merit or excellence, (of great, little, no, ~; 
persons of ~; true ~ often goes unrecog¬ 
nized), whence ~'less a., ~'iessLY2 adv., 
~'lessNESS n. 6. Coin’s equivalent of 
commodity (give me a shilling’s, half a 
crown’s, ~ of stamps; also in comb, as 
penny~, two-penny~ or -pennorth, three- 
lia’porth etc.). [OK weorth etc. a. & n., 
= OS werth, OHG werd, ON verth(r), 
Goth, wairth(s)] 

worth2 (wdtth), v.t. 3rd sing, subjunct. 
(arch.). Befall (only in woe ~ the day = 
cursed be). [OK weorthanbecome, = OHG 
werdan, Goth, wairthan] 

worthy (wdi'dhl), a. & n. 1. Estimable, 
having some moral worth, of a fair de¬ 
gree of merit, respectable, (a ~ man; Ilos 
lived a ~ life; often with patronizing 
effect, cf. honest, as I asked the ~ rustic 
whether); deserving of or deserving of or 
deserving to be or do (is ~ of or rarely 
~ remembrance or being remembered; is ~ 
to be remembered, take the lead; also in 
comb, as praise~, blames); correspond¬ 
ing to the worth of or of, adequate, ap¬ 
propriate, of sufficient worth or merit, 
(in words ~ of or ~ the occasion; is not 
~ of or ~ my sword, steel; has found a 
~ adversary, received a ~ reward); 
hence wor'thiLY2 adv., wor'thiNESS n., 
(wer'dhi-). 2. n. ~ person, person of 
some distinction in his country, time, 
etc., (esp. in pi., as the Worthies of Eng¬ 
land ; an Elizabethan etc. ~). [ME wurthi 
etc., f. worth 1 n. + -Y2] 

wot. See wit1. 
would. See will1. 
would-be (wcittd-), a. & adv. prefixed to 
n. or adj. expressing a quality aspired to 
or intended (~ gentleman, facetious). 
[WILL1, BE] 

wound1 (woo-), n., & v.t. 1. Injury done 
by cut or stab or blow or tear to animal 
or vegetable tissues including & usu. going 
beyond the cutting or piercing or break¬ 
ing or tearing of the skin or hark or other 
integument, (fig.) injury done to person’s 

wrapper 

reputation etc. or pain inflicted on his 
feelings, (poet.) pangs of love, (receive, 
inflict, make, heal, a ~; incised, punc¬ 
tured, contused, lacerated, ~; open, in¬ 
curable, festering, mortal, ~); ~-worl, 
kinds of plant supposed to have healing 
properties; hence ~'less a. 2. v.t. Inflict 
~ on (often fig., esp. ~ed vanity, feelings; 
uniting to spiteful). [OE wund, OS -da, 
OHG -ta, ON und; vb f. OE wundian] 

wound2. See wind2’ 3. 

woura'li. See curare. 

wove(n). See weave. 

•wow, int. expr. astonishment & admira¬ 
tion; (n., si.) a sensational success. [16th 
c., orig. Sc.] 

wows'er (-z-), n. (Austral.). Puritanical 
fanatic, [orig. unkn.] 

wr-. In all words beginning thus w is 
silent. 

wrack, n. Wreckage; sea-weed cast up & 
used for manure etc. [ME wralct. MDu. 
urrak or MLG wra(c)k, a parallel form, to 
OE wrsec, rel. to wrrecan wreak; cf. 
WRECK, RACK1] 

wraith, n. Person’s double or apparition 
soon shortly before or after his death; 
ghost, [orig. Sc., of unkn. orig.] 

wrangle (rang'gl), v.i., & n. Brawl, (en¬ 
gage in) loud or vulgar or confused argu¬ 
ment or altercation or quarrel. [ME; 
cf. LG wramgelen, MHG rangelen, fre¬ 
quent. of rangen to struggle; cogn. w. 
WRING] 

wrang'ler (-ngg-), n. In vbl senses; II also, 
(Camb. Univ.) person placed in first class 
of mathematical tripos (person in 2nd, 
3rd, class being called senior, junior, 
dp'tlmS; senior ~, first in first class when 
it was arranged in order of merit), whence 
~ship n. [-er 1; spec, sense f. obs. sense 
of vb dispute publicly on a thesis] 

wrap, v.t. & i. (-pp-), & n. 1. Enfold, 
enclose or pack or conceal in folded or 
soft encircling material, (often «p; ~ it in 
paper, cotton wool; ~ up parcel; mountain, 
affair, is ~ped in mist, mystery; ~s up his 
meaning in tortuous sentences, allegory); 
(p.p. with up) engrossed or included 
(mother, country’s prosperity, is ~ped up 
in her child, its shipping); ~ up, put on 
~s (mind you ~ up well if you go out); 
arrange or draw (pliant covering) round 
or about person or thing (~ped her shawl 
closer about her), whence ~p'ing1(3) n.; 
overlap (intr.; the edges should, do not, ~). 
2. n. (Usu. in pi.) shawl(s), rug(s), cloak(s), 
neckerchief(s), etc., as addition to ordi¬ 
nary clothes. [ME, of unkn. orig.] 

wrapp'age, n. Wrapping(s). [-age] 

wrapp'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: (gar¬ 
ment resembling) dressing-gown; paper 
enclosing newspaper or similar packet 
for posting; (freq. detachable) paper 
cover of book, outer tobacco-leaf of 
superior quality enclosing cigar, [-er1] 

In words beginning with wr-, w is silent. 
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wrapt. = rapt. 
wrasse, n. Kinds of thick-lipped strong- 

-toothed bright-coloured rock-haunting 
sea-fish. [f. Corn. wrach, mutated f. 
gwrach, = W gwrach] 

wrath (raw-), n. Anger, indignation, 
(poet., rhet., or joc.; vessels, children, of 
~, persons destined to divine chastise¬ 
ment; slow to ~, not irascible). Hence 
~'pul a., ~'fulr,Y2 adv. [OE wr&ththu f. 
wrath wroth + -thu -TH1 ] 

wreak, v.t. Avenge (wrong, wronged per¬ 
son; arch.); give play or satisfaction to, 
put in operation, (vengeance, rage, etc., 
usu. upon enemy etc.; rarely desire etc., 
as ~ one’s thoughts upon expression, find 
adequate words). [OE wrecan drive, 
avenge, etc., OS wrekan, OHG rechan, 
ON reka, Goth, wrikan f. Gmc * wrekan, 
cogn. w. L urgere; cf. wrack, wreck] 

wreath, n. (pi. pr. -dhz). Flowers or 
leaves strung or woven or wound together 
into ring for wearing on head or for 
decorating statue, building, coffin, etc., 
carved imitation of such ~; similar ring 
of soft twisted material such as silk; 
curl of smoke, circular or curved band of 
cloud, (poet.) circle of dancers or specta¬ 
tors. [OE writha f. wk grade of writhan 
writhe ] 

wreathe (-dh), v.t. & i. Encircle as or 
with or as with a wreath (face ~d in 
smiles); form (flowers, silk, etc.) into 
wreath; wind one’s arms etc. or (of snake 
etc.) it self round person etc.; make (gar¬ 
land); (of smoke etc.) move in shape of 
wreaths. [16th c., partly back form. f. 
wrethen, p.p. of writhe, partly f. prec.] 

wreck, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Ruin, destruction, 
disablement, esp., of ship (save ship, one’s 
fortunes, from ~; gale caused many ~s; 
the ~ of the Hesperus, of his life); ship 
that has suffered ~, greatly damaged or 
disabled building or person, disorganized 
remains or sorry remnant of, (shores are 
strewn with ~s; person, building, is a ~; 
is but a or the ~ of his former self); goods 
etc. cast up by the sea (~ of the sea be¬ 
longs to the Crown); ~-master, officer ap¬ 
pointed to take charge of goods etc. cast 
up from ~ed ship. 2. vb. Cause ~ of 
(ship, train, hopes, undertaking, person 
or his fortunes), (p.p.) involved in ship- 
~ (~ed sailors, goods); II ~ing amend¬ 
ment (pol.), alteration designed to frus¬ 
trate the whole purpose of a bill; suffer ~ 
(rare; this is the obstacle your hopes will ~ 
on). [ME, f. AF wrec, wrech (cf. varec), f. 
ON *wrek, f. Gmc * wrecan to drive, see 
WREAK, WRACK ; Vb f. U. ] 

wreck'age, n. Wrecked material, rem¬ 
nants, fragments, [-age] 

wreck'er, n. In vbl senses; also: man 
who trios from shore to bring about ship¬ 
wreck with a view to profiting by wreck¬ 
age or who steals such wreckage; person 

employed in recovering wrecked ship or 
its contents; man who demolishes build¬ 
ings etc. [-ER1 ] 

wren *, n. Kinds of very small cock-tailed 
short-winged European songbird (often 
Jenny W~). [OE wrenna, obsc. rel. to 
OHG wrendo, -ilo, Icel. rindill] 

II Wren2, n. Member of the Women’s 
Royal Naval Service, organized in 1917. 

w'rench, n., & v.t. 1. Violent twist or 
oblique pull or tearing off, (fig.) pain 
caused by parting, (gave a ~ to his ankle, 
at the door-handle; leaving home was a 
great ~). 2. Implement made to grip & 
turn nuts, bolts, etc. 3. v.t. Twist or 
pull violently round or sideways, injure 
or pull off or away by twisting, (~ed the 
door open, his horse’s head round, his 
ankle, foivl’s head off, opponent’s sivord 
from him); pervert, wrest, (facts etc.). 
[OE wrencan twist, OHG rencken] 

wrest, v.t., & n. 1. Twist, deflect, distort, 
pervert, (~s the law to suit himself; ~ 
the facts, sense or words of a passage, etc.); 
force or wrench away from person’s grasp 
(~ed his sword from him). 2. n. Key for 
tuning harp etc.; ~-block, part of piano 
holding ~-pins, to which strings are at¬ 
tached. [OE wraistan, = ON reista, f. 
Gmc *wraistjan, rel. to wrist] 

wre'stlle (-si), v.i. & t., & n. 1. Grapple 
with & try to throw adversary esp. in 
sporting contest under code of rules (with, 
or abs.); have ~ing-match with; contend, 
grapple, do one’s utmost to deal, with 
evil, temptation, duty, task, problem, 
etc.; ~e with God or in prayer, pray fer¬ 
vently; hence ~er’, ~ing1, nu., (rSs'l-). 
2. n. ~ing-match; hard struggle. [OE 
*wrsestlian, f. prec. +-le(3)] 

wretch, n. Very unfortunate or miserable 
person; despicable person, person with¬ 
out conscience or shame (often as term 
of playful abuse). [OE wrecca = OIIG 
rec.cho exile, adventurer (G recke) f. Gmc 
*wrak-, *ivrek-, see wreak] 

wretch'ed, a. Miserable, unhappy, af¬ 
flicted; inferior, of bad quality or no 
merit, contemptible, unsatisfactory, caus¬ 
ing discontent or discomfort or nuisance, 
confounded, (~ weather, health, horse, 
inn, accommodation, poetry, poet, etc.); 
(with nn. of condemnation) great, severe, 
excessive, (~ insufficiency, stupidity, etc.). 
Hence ~ly2 adv., ~ness n. [irreg. f. 
prec. + -ED1, cf. WICKED] 

wrick, rick, v.t., & n. 1. Slightly sprain 
or strain (neck, back, joint). 2. n. Sprain 
or strain (have a ~ in my neck; gave my 
back «~). [earlier (18tli c.) rick; cf. MLG 
vorwricken sprain; dial, wrig sprain, 
wriggle ] 

wrig'glje, v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Of worm etc.) 
move body with short twistings, (of ani¬ 
mals or persons) make wormlike motions, 
(fig.) be slippery, practise evasion; make 

In words beginning with wr-, w is silent. 
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way along, through, out, in, etc., by ~ing 
(often fig., as ~e out of a difficulty); 
move oneself, one’s body, tail, hand, 
etc., with ~ing motion; make one’s way 
by~ing. 2. n. ~ing movement, [f. (M)LG 
xvriggeln frequent, of wriggen, whence E 
dial, u-rig to twist] 

wright (rit), n. Workman, maker, (now 
rare exc. in comb, as ship, wheel, play, 

or with help of context as the wheel 
must go to the ~ for repair). [OE wryhta, 
wyrhta f. wurli-, var. of wurk- work2] 

wring, v.t. (wrung), & n. 1. Squeeze, 
squeeze & twist, twist forcibly, break by 
twisting, pervert sense of, torture, (~ 
person’s hand, press it with emotion; ~ 
one’s hands, squeeze them together in 
sign of great distress; ~ out or ~ clothes, 
press water from them by twisting; ~ing 
wet, or colloq. ~ing, so wet as to need 
~ing; ~ neck of, kill chicken etc.; has 
wrung the xvords from their true meaning; 
soul was wrung xcilh agony); extract by 
squeezing, get oxd by pressure or im¬ 
portunity, extort, (~ xcater, groan, can- 
sent, money, from or out of or out); hence 
(-)~er1(2) n. 2. n. Squeeze (gave my hand, 
give those clothes, a~). [OE (OS) wringan, 
OHG ringan, rel. to wrangle, wrong] 

wrinkle (ring'kl), n„ & v.t. & i. 1. Fur¬ 
row-like crease or depression or ridge in 
the skin (esp. of the kind produced by age) 
or other flexible surface; hence wrink'lY2 

a.; (colloq.) piece of serviceable informa¬ 
tion not generally known, tip, dodge, (is 
full of ; gave me, put me up to, a ~ or 
two). 2. vb. Produce ~s in (often up; he 

his forehead; ~<i with age): assume 
~s, show ~d appearance, [orig. obsc.; 
n. & vb app. back form. f. wrinkled, repr. 
OE gewrinclod sinuous] 

wrist, n. Joint connecting hand with fore¬ 
arm ; (effect got in fencing, ball-games, 
sleight-of-hand, etc., by) working of the 
hand from the ~ alone (his wonderful ~ ; 
that was all ~); (mech., also ~-pin) stud 
projecting from crank etc. as attachment 
for connecting-rod; ~'band, band usu. of 
folded & starched linen forming or con¬ 
cealing end of shirt-sleeve, cuff; ~-drop, 
paralysis of forearm muscles from lead- 
-poisoning; ~ watch (attached to ~). [OE 
wrist (= MHG, ON rist), prob. f. writh- 
wk grade of writhan writhe] 

wrist'let, n. Band or ring worn on wrist 
to strengthen or guard it or as ornament, 
bracelet, handcuff, etc. (~ watch, at¬ 
tached to ~). [-LET] 

writ1, n. Holy, sacred, ~, the Bible; form 
of written command in name of sovereign, 
State, court, etc., issued to official or 
other person & directing him to act or 
abstain from acting in some way (~ of 
attachment, habeas corpus, sxibpoena, etc.; 
serve ~ on one, deliver it to him; ~ runs 
in district etc., is theoretically valid or 
is actually respected). [OE xcrit, ON rit, 
Goth, writs f. wk grade of writan write] 

writ2. See foil. 
write, v.i. & t. (wrote, arch, writ; written, 
arch. writ). 1. Trace symbols representing 
word(s) esp. with pen or pencil or type¬ 
writer on paper or parchment, trace (such 
symbols), trace the symbols that represent 
or constitute (word, special script, etc.), 
(fig.) stamp marks indicating (quality or 
conditions) on or in or over person’s face 
etc., (~ well, legibly, disgracefully, etc.; ~ 
in ink, in pencil; ~s a good, niggling, etc., 
hand, produces good etc. writing; cannot 
read or ~; can ~ his alphabet, the Greek 
letters, Greek; ~ your letters separate; ~ 
one’s name; has honesty written in his face; 
a paper written all over, covered with 
writing; a notice is written xip on the wall; 
what I have written I have xvritten, of re¬ 
fusal to correct, see John xix. 22; ~ thing 
down, record or take note of it in writing; 
~ off, ~ & dispatch letter; ~ out, ~ the 
whole of, ~ in full; ~ out fair, make fair 
copy of; nam.e is xvritten in book of life, 
included in the list of the saved; xvritten 
in or on water, transient; writ large, 
on a large scale, in a magnified form). 2. 
Fill, draw up or fill in, with writing (has 
written three sheets; ~ cheque, certificate, 
application, etc.; ~ up the books, reports, 
etc., make entries bringing them up to 
date). 3. Compose for written or printed 
reproduction or publication, put into 
literary form & set down in writing, be 
engaged temporarily or permanently in 
such composition, compose books etc. 
well etc., (is writing a book, article, his 
life, poetry, a xiovel, report, letter, etc.; ~ 
off, compose with facility; cleverly, like 
an angel; ~s a little, in or for the papers, 
for a living, etc.). 4. ~ & send letter (to 
person or abs., also commerc. or colloq. 
without to; ~s home once a week; have 
written to him; we wrote you last xveek; will 
~ off, or ~, for a fresh supply). 5. Send or 
convey (person or to person news, that, 
how, etc.) by letter (~ me all the news, the 
result, how you got home; wrote to hismother 
that he ibas bullied). 6. State in writing or 
print (Herodotus ~s, it is written, that). 
7. Describe, put down, in writing as (~s 
himself esquire; ~ me down an ass). 8. ~ 
down, disparage in writing, (also) reduce 
nominal value of (stock); ~ off, cancel, 
recognize in writing the non-existence or 
annulment of, (bad debts, sums absorbed 
by depreciation, etc.);~ out, refl., exhaust 
by writing (has xvritten himself out, has no 
ideas etc. left); ~ up, praise in writing, 
also elaborate account of (incident etc.), 
bring (diary etc.) up to date. [OE xvritan 
score, write, OS xvritan cut, write, OHG 
rizan tear, draw, ON rita score, write] 

writ'er, n. In vbl senses; esp.: II clerk in 
certain offices, whence ~seip n.; author; 
manual teaching how to write specified 
language (French etc. ~); II ~ to the signet, 
abbr. IV.S., Scots solicitor conducting 
cases before Court of session ; ~’s cramp or 



writhe 

palsy, muscular affection incapacitating 
for writing. [OEj-er1] 

writhe (rldh), v.i. & t., & n. 1. Twist or 
roll oneself about (as) in acute pain, 
squirm; twist (one’s body etc.) about; 
shrink mentally, be stung or bitterly 
annoyed, (under, at, insult etc.; with 
shame etc.). 2. n. Act of writhing. [OE 
writhan, OHG ridan, ON ritha, rel. to 
WREATH(E), WREST, WRIST] 

writ'Ing, n. In vbl senses; also: written 
document; piece of literary work done, 
book, article, etc., (the ~s of Plato)-, put 
thing in ~, write it down; ~-cose, hold¬ 
ing ~ -materials; ~ -desk, desk; ~ -ink, 
opp. printing-ink; the ~ on the wall, omi¬ 
nously significant event etc. (see Dan. v); 
~-paper, paper for ~ on esp. cut to size 
usual for letters; table, kneex-hole or 
other table kept for ~ at. [ME ; -ing1] 

written. See write. 

wrong, a. (more, most), n., adv. (no comp.), 

& v.t. I. Out of oi’der, in(to) bad condi¬ 

tion, (something is ~ with him-, my liver 
is or has gone or has got ~; what’s ~ 

with —1, colloq., surely no substitute is 

wanted); contrary to law or morality, 

wicked, (knows the right from the ~; lying 
is ~); other than the right or the more 

or most desirable (always does the ~ 
thing; took the ~ way; the. ~ answer, move; 
in the ~ box, awkwardly placed, in a 

difficulty, at a disadvantage; is ~ side 
out, inside out; has hold of the ~ end of 
the stick, has inverted a theory, position, 
etc.; on the ~ side of 40 etc., older than; 

~ side of the blanket ; ~’un, crick., 

googly ; ~ fount, abbr. w.f., notice to 

compositor that letter or word is not of 

right fount2) ; mistaken, in error, (a ~ 

opinion, guess, decision, hypothesis; I 
think you are, can prove you, ~); ~- 
-headed, perverse & obstinate; hence~'LY2 

adv. 2. n. What is morally ~, ~ action, 
(the difference between right <£- ~; can two 

make a right?; do ~, sin, offend, trans¬ 

gress, whence ~'doER1, ~,doiNS1, nn., 

(-doo-); king com do no ~, maxim expres¬ 

sing principle of ministerial responsibility 

in constitutional monarchy); injustice, 
unjust action or treatment, (do ~ to; 
suffer ~; has done me a great ~; you do me 
~, malign me; complains of her ~s); 
position of or responsibility for having 

caused quarrel, made the mistake, been 
the offender, etc. (you were, they are both, 
in the ~ ; put one in the ~, show or make it 

appear that he was the offender); hence 

(of actions) a.,~'fulLY2 adv., ~'ful- 

ness n. 3. adv. (usu. placed last). Amiss, 

in~ direction, with incorrect result, (aim, 
guess, answer, do sum, sort things, ~; 
you told, led, me ~; go ~, take ~ path, 

esp. fig.); "(colloq.) get in ~ with person, 

incur his dislike, get person in ~, bring 

lvim into disfavour. 4. v.t. Treat unjustly. 

xebec 

do ~ to, (his deeply ~ecZ wife); mistakenly 
attribute bad motives etc. to (I assure you 
you~ me), [late OE wrangf.ON *wrangr, 
rangr, rel. to WRING] 

I! wrdng'ous, a. (So. law). Illegal, unjust, 
[alt. f. ME wrangwis f. wrang WRONG + 

-wis, after rihtwis righteous] 

wrote. See write. 
wroth (ro-, ro-), pred. a. (rhet., poet., or 
joe.). Angry. [OE wrath, f. var. st. of 
writhan writhe; cf. OS wrelh, OHG reid, 
ON reithr] 

wrought. See work2. 
wrung. See wring. 

wry, a. (--ier, -iest, or -yer, -yest). Distorted, 
turned to one side, skew, (~ face, mouth, 
grimace expressing disgust; has a ~ 
nose); ~’bUl, kind of plover; mouth, 
kinds of fish; ~-mouthed, ironically flat¬ 
tering etc.; ~'neck, bird allied to wood¬ 
peckers able to turn head over shoulder. 
Hence ~'ness n. [f. OE wrigian tend, 
incline, in ME deviate, swerve, contort] 

wy'andotte, n. American breed of fowl. 
[name of Amer.-Ind. tribe] 

wych-, wicfa-, witch-, preff. in names of 
trees, as ~-alder, -elm, -hazel. [OE wice, 
uric, app. f. Gmc *wik- bend., cogn. w. 
WEAK] 

wye, n. Letter Y; thing so shaped. 
Wyke'hamist (-kam-), a. & n. (Past or 
present member) of Winchester college, 
[f. mod. L Wykehamista (16th c.), William 
of Wykeham, founder (d. 1404), -1ST] 

1! wynd, n. (Sc.). Alley in Scots town. 
[app. f. st. of wind3 n.] 

wyvern. See wtvern. 

X 
X (6ks), letter (pi. Xs, X’s). (As Rom. 
numeral) 10, as IX 9, xv 15, lx 60, XC 90, 
MX 1010, DXL 540; (alg.; x) first un¬ 
known quantity (cf. a, y), (transf.) incal¬ 
culable or mysterious factor or influence 
(X-ray's), 

Xanthipp'e (zanti-), n. Shrewish wife, 
[wife of Socrates] 

xan'th!(o)- (z-), comb, form of Gk xanthos 
yellow: ~ate, a salt of ~ic acid; ~^m(e), 
soluble part of yellow colouring-matter 
in flowers; ~ic, yellowish (~ic acid, ethyl- 
-disulpho-carbonic acid with yellow salts; 
~ic flowers, typically yellow & never 
passing into blue but only into red or 
white, opp. cyanic flowers with blue as 
typical & red or white as alternative 
colours); ~6ch'rdi (-k-) n. pi. (ethnol.), 
blonds or fair whites (cf. melanochroi) ; 

~omM'anous (ethnol.), with black hair & 
yellow or brown or olive skin; ~ophyll, 
yellow colouring-matter occurring with 
chlorophyll in plants; ~ous (ethnol.), 
yellow or Mongoloid. 

xeb'ec (z-), n. Small three-masted Medi- 

1512 

In words beginning with wr-, w is silent. 
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terranoan vessel with some square & some 
lateen sails, [alt. f. F chebec after Sp. 
xabeqvc] 

xen](o)- (z-), comb, form of Gk xenos 
strange(r); ~'ial, of hospitality or rela¬ 
tions between host & guest; ~6g'amy 
(hot.), cross-fertilization; ~'olith (geol.), 
stone or rock occurring in a system of rock 
to which it does not belong; ~ophdb’ia, 
morbid dislike of foreigners, so~'ophobe. 

xen'on (z-), n. (chem.). Heavy inert gase¬ 
ous element. [Gk, neut. of xenos strange] 

xer|(o)- (z-), comb, form of Gk xeros 
dry: ~an'sis [Gk, f. xeraind dry up], 
desiccation, drying up; ~an’themum, 
kinds of annual with everlasting com¬ 
posite flowers; ~6g'raphy, process of 
electrostatic printing or dry photography 
in which negatively-charged powder is 
sprinkled on a positively-charged surface, 
so ~ograph'ic a.; ~6ph'ilous (bot.), 
adapted to hot & dry climate; ~6phlhal'- 
mia, ophthalmia without discharge, 

xi, n. Greek letter (S, £) = x. [Gk] 
xsph|(i, -o)- (z-), comb, form of Gk xiphos 
sword; ~'oid, sword-shaped (~owZ appen¬ 
dage, cartilage, or process, or ~oi<i as n., 
lower end of sternum); ~istern'um, ~oid 
appendage. 

Xmas (kris'mos), n, Abbr. for Christmas. 

xo'anon (z-), n. (Gk ant.; pi. -ana). 
Primitive usu. wooden image of deity 
supposed to have fallen from heaven. 
[Gk (xuo scrape) ] 

X^rays, n. pi. (Now usu. term for)Rontgen 
ray's; attrib. in sing., as X-ray examina¬ 
tion, photograph. Hence X-ray' v.t., 
examine or treat or photograph with ~. 
[see x] 

xyl'em (z-), n. (hot.). Woody tissue (opp. 
PHLOEM), [f. Gk Xulon, Cf. PHLOEM] 

xyl|(o)- (z-), comb, form of Gk xulon 

wood: ~obal'samum,, (decoction of) dried 
twigs of balm-of-Gilead tree; ~'ocarp, 

(tree with) hard woody fruit, so~ocarp'ous 

a.; ~'ograph, a (esp. 15th-c.) wood-en¬ 
graving, also a decorative pattern got by 
mechanical reproduction of wood-grain, 
so ~6g'raphy, ~6g'rapher, ~ograph'ic; 
~’onite, = celluloid n.; ~6ph'agous, (of 
insects) feeding on wood [-phagous]; 

r-'ophone, musical instrument of wooden 
bars graduated in length & vibrating 
when struck. 

xys'ter (z-), n. (surg.). Instrument for 
scraping bones, [f. Gk xuster (xud scrape) ] 

xys'tus (z-), n. (pi. -ti). Covered portico 
used by athletes for exercise in classical 
antiquity; garden walk or terrace. [L, f. 
Gk xustos smooth (xud scrape)] 

Y 
Y (wi), letter, (pi. Ps, Y’s). (Alg.; y) 
second unknown quantity (cf. x, H); Y- 
-shaped arrangement of lines, piping, 
roads, etc., forked clamp or support, 

-y 
(often attrib., as Y-branch, -cartilage> 
-joint, -ligament); Y-cross, Y -shaped cross 
esp. on chasubles suggesting figure of 
crucified Christ; Y-gun, gun with two 
firing-arms for discharging depth-bombs 
(usu. mounted aft in destroyers); Y-level, 
surveying-level mounted on Ys; Y-moth, 
kind called also gamma with mark like Y 
or gamma on wings; Y-track, Y of rail- 
way-line with two branches running into 
main track enabling engine to reverse 
direction by running down one branch 
into stem & returning up the other, 

y-, pref. common in ME & still found in 
a few arch, forms (yclad clad, yclept, 

ywis surely), repr. OE, Du., & G ge- as 
pref. of p.pp., collective nn., & other wds; 
the same element is seen under different 
forms in alike, among, aware, either, 
ENOUGH, HANDIWORK. 

-y1, suf. (a) repr., thr. (O)F -ie, Rom. -ia 
(forming nn. of state or condition) = L 
-ia (Gk -ia, -eia). E wds in -y repr. (i) 
AF learned adoptives, f. L, in -ie, as 
glory, victory (AF gloric, OF gloire), (ii) 
similar forms in (O)F, as fury (OF furie, 
besides organic fuire), (iii) OF formations 
on OF adjj., as courtesy (OF corteisie f. 
corteis courteous), (iv) L wds dir., as 
family, irony; so (v) in names of countries, 
as Brittany, Italy, Normandy. Thecorresp. 
of adjj. in -ic & -ous to nn. in -y makes 
possible the form., after Gk types, of 
such wds as brachycephaly, synchrony f. 
br achy cephalic, synchronous. Meanings: (1) 
state, condition, quality; (2) an activity 
or its result; (3) concrete meanings from 
these (company, library); cf. -ia1. (b) repr., 
first thr. AF -ie, later by dir. adaptation, 
I, -ium appended to vbl roots to denote an 
act, as remedy (AF -ie, L -ium), colloquy 
(L colloquium). 

-y2, suf. forming adjj., repr. OE -ig; when 
the n. ends in -y, the suf. is spelt -ey, 
as in skyey, clayey, in nn. ending in 
vowel + -e, this is retained, as in gluey; 
occas. there is variation, as in hom(,e)y, 
nos(e)y. The general sense is ‘ full of ’, 
‘ having the qualities of ’, as in bony, 
thorny, angry, slangy, in later use freq. 
colloq. or trivial, as mousy, hammy, messy, 
oniony, &, w. sense ‘ addicted to ’, booky, 
doggy, horsy. From 15th c. appended to 
adjj., as dusky, hugy, vasty, slippery, so 
w. adjj. of colour, w. sense of -ish1(2), as 
yellowy, & esp. in comb., as pinky-white. 
Added to vb stems w. meaning ‘ inclined 
or apt to ’ (do something), as blowy, 
drowsy, sticky, runny. 

-y3, -ie, suf. w. dim. sense, earliest (1400) 
in Sc. proper names; of unkn. orig. 
Appears in proper names, as Annie, 
Betty, Sally, Micky: in names of tools etc., 
as jemmy, jenny; added to common nn., 
as laddie, lassie, granny, doggie, slavey; 
mod. colloq. uses are bookie, nightie, 
undies, talkies, movies. 

-y*, suf. repr. AF, OF -e, -ce, F -i, -ie, f. 
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L -atu-, -ala; see -ate1, 2, -at>e, -ado, -ee. 

(a) in nn. ( = -ate1), as county, army; this 
suf. appears in other forms, as in assignee, 
journey, attorney, valley, (b) in adjj. ( = 
-ate2), as in easy, tawny, & chiefly in 
heraldic terms, as harry, lozengy, occas. 
w. var. in -e, as tenny, tenni (= tawny). 

yacht (ybt), n., & v.i. 1. Light sailing- 
-vessel kept, & usu. specially built & 
rigged, for racing; vessel propelled by 
sails, steam, electricity, or motive power 
other than oars, & used for private 
pleasure excursions, cruising, travel, 
etc.; —-club, esp. for ~-racing; —s'ma,n, 
person who ~s. 2. v.i. Race or cruise in 
~; hence ~'ing1 (yOt-) n. [f. early mod. 
Du. jaght(e) = jaghtschip, f. jag(h)t chase 
+jagen to hunt) 

II yaf'fle, yaff'ii, n. The green wood¬ 
pecker. [imit. of laughing cry] 
yag'er (-g-), n. Member of certain German 
military corps esp. of riflemen, [f. G 
j tiger orig. = hunter (jagen hunt)] 

yah, int. of derision. 
yahoo' (-a-h-), n. Brute in human shape 

(Gulliver’s Travels); coarse person of bes¬ 
tial passions & habits, [made by Swift] 

Yahveh' (-va) n., Yahweh' (-wa) n., 
Yah'vist n., Yahvis'tic a. = Jehovah, 

JEHOVIST(ic). 

yak, n. Long-haired humped grunting 
wild or domesticated ox of Tibet; ~ lace, 
heavy kind made from ~’s hair. [f. 
Tibetan gyak] 

Yale lock, n. Cylinder lock for doors etc. 
invented by L. Yale (d. 1868). [P] 

yam, n. (Edible tuber of) kinds of tropical 
climbing plant, [f. Port, inhume or Sp. 
igname, of unkn. orig.] 

Ya'ma (yah-), n. Hindu god of departed 
spirits & judge of the dead. [Skr. ] 

ya'men, -un, (yah-), n. Chinese manda¬ 
rin’s official residence (the Tsung li —, 
Chinese Foreign Office). [Chin, (ya gene¬ 
ral’s marquee, mun gate)] 

yamm'er, v.i., & n. (colloq. & dial.). 
Lament, wail, grumble, [f. OE geomrian 
f. gedmor sorrowful] 

yank1, v.t. & i., & n. (colloq.). 1. Pull 
(lever etc., or abs.) with a jerk. 2. n. 
Sudden hard pull. [orig. unkn.] 

Yank2, n. (colloq.). Yankee, [abbr.] 
Yank'ee (-ki), n. Inhabitant of New 
England; Federal soldier or inhabitant 
of northern States in American civil war; 
II inhabitant of U.S., American; (attrib.) 
of or as of the ~s (~ notions, American 
appliances etc.); ~ Doodle, American 
tune & song regarded as a national air; 
y—fied, of acquired ~ character [-FY ]. 
Hence ~dom, ~ism(2, 4), nn. [source 
unascert.; peril, f. Du. Jan/ce dim. of Jan 
John used derisively (1683); a widely 
accepted conjecture derives Jankees pi. 
f. Jengees, Ind. pronunc. of English] 

yaourt (yah'oort), n. A sour fermented 
liquor made from milk in the Levant, 
[f. Turk, yoghurt] 

yaw 

yap, v.i. (-pp-), & n. 1. Bark shrilly or 
fussily; (colloq.) chatter, talk idly. 2. n. 
Shrill or fussy bark, [imit.] 

yap'oek, n. S.-American water-opossum, 
with webbed hind feet. [f. Oyapok, S.- 
-Ainer. river] 

yapp, n. Kind of bookbinding with limp 
leather cover projecting considerably, 
[name of London bookseller (c. I860)] 

ydhb'orough (-ru), n. Whist or bridge 
hand with no card above a 9. [f. an Earl 
of Y~ who betted against its occurrence] 

ySLd1, d. 1. The unit of long measure, 
= 3 ft, 36 in., or 1/1760 mile (abbr. yd; 
100 —s, esp. flat-race distance; square, 
cubic, —); —length of material (5 —s, a 
— A- a half, of cloth). 2. Cylindrical spar 
tapering to each end slung horizontally 
(square —) or slantwise (lateen —) across 
mast to support sail (lower, topsail, top¬ 
gallant, royal, —, according to sail sup¬ 
ported; man the —s, place men, stand, 
along '—-s as form of salute). 3. —-arm, 
either end of sail-~ ; ~ measure, rod, tape, 
etc., a ~ long & usu. divided into feet, 
inches, & quarters or fifths; —'stick, 
-wand, rigid ~-measure; —stick, (flg.) 
standard of comparison. [OE *gierd, 
gyrd, OS gerdia, OHG gerta f. Gmc 
*gazdjo; cf. gad-fly] 

yard2, u., & v.t. 1. Piece of enclosed 
ground, especially one surrounded by or 
attached to building(s) or used for some 
manufacturing or other purpose often 
specified by combination with another 
word (CHURCH1, COURT1, DOCK1, FARM1, 

KALE, RICK1, TIMBER, -~, VINEYARD; brick- 
—, where bricks are made; railway—, 
space near station where rolling-stock is 
kept, trains made up, etc.; stock—, where 
cattle are penned; tan—, tanning- 
-ground); II the Y-, Scotland yard ; ~- 
-man, -master, man working in, manager 
of, railway-~. 2. v.t. Put (cattle) into 
stock-~, so ~'age(4) n. [OE geard, OS 
gard, OHG part, ON garlhr (GARTH), Goth. 
gards; of. GARDEN ] 

yarn, n., & v.i. 1. Any spun thread esp. of 
kinds prepared for weaving, knitting, or 
rope-making (—-beam or roll, on which 
warp-threads are wound for weaving). 
2. (colloq.). Story, traveller’s tale, anec¬ 
dote, rambling discourse, (spin a —, —s, 
tell ~s). 3. v.i. (colloq.). Tell ~s. [OE 
gearn, OHG, ON gam] 

ya'rrow (-6), n. Common perennial herb 
with pungent smell & astringent taste, 
milfoil. [OE gearwe, OHG gar(a)wa (G 
garbe), of unkn. orig.] 

yash'mak, n. Veil worn by Moslem wo¬ 
men in public. [Arab.] 

yat'aghan (-gan), n. Mohammedan sword 
without guard or cross-piece. [Turk. ] 

yaw, v.i., & n. (naut., aeron.). 1. (Of ship 
or aircraft) fail ti hold straight course, 
fall off, go unsteadily. 2. n. Deviation of 
ship etc. from course, [cf. ON jaga 
swing] 
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I! yawll, v.i., & n. (rare). Howl, yell. [ME, 
imit. ] 

yawl2, n. Kinds of small boat, esp. ship’s 
jolly-boat with four or six oars; two- 
-masted fore-&-aft sailing-boat with miz- 
zen-mast stepped abaft the rudder post; 
kind of fishing-boat. [17th c., app. f. 
MLG jolle or Du. jol, of unkn. orig. ] 

yawn, v.i. & t., & n. 1. (Of chasm etc.) 
gape, be wide open, (a~inggulf, rent, etc.; 
hell ~s for him), (of person or animal) 
open the mouth wide as effect of drowsi¬ 
ness, boredom, etc.; utter or say with a 
~ (~ed goodnight; ‘ What is the use ? ’ he 
~ed). 2. n. Act of ~ing. Hence~'ingLY2 
adv. [OE ginian, geonian, OHG ginon; 
rel. to OE ganian, ginan, ON gina] 

yaws(-z),n.pl. Framboesia. [orig. unkn.] 
yclept', a. (arch., joc.). Called (so-&-so). 

[Y-, obs. clepe call, OE clipian, -ed1] 

ye (ye or yi acc. to emphasis), 2nd pers. 
pron. pi. (cf. thou, you) now only poet., 
arch., religious, or joc. or colloq., & 
almost exclusively (after confusion in 
15th-18th cc.) as subjective case (blessed 
are ye when men shall hate you; ye zephyrs 
gay, ye gods!, int.; ye gods & little fishes! 
joc.; go it, ye cripples!, joc. encourage¬ 
ment; also written or spoken for you in 
some familiar phrr., as How d’ye do?, 
What d’ye think?, Thank ye, I tell ye). [OE 
ge, ge, gie, — OS gi, ge, OHG ir, ON er, 
ult. f. Gmc *jus, *juz (= Goth, jus), cf. 
Skr. yu-ydm] 

yea (ya), particle & n. (arch.; pi. ~s). 
Yes (let your communication be ~, ~, nay, 
nay, yes & no without oaths; ~s & nays, 
arch., ayes & noes, affirmative & negative 
votes; ~ <fc, & moreover); indeed, nay, 
(ready, ~ eager). [OE gea, ge, OS, OHG, 
ON jd, Goth, ja, jai f. Gmc *ja, *je] 

yean, v.t. & i. Bring forth (lamb, kid), 
bring forth lamb or kid. [perh. OE 
geeanian (y- -f-eanian, obs. ean)] 

yean'ling, n. Young lamb or kid. [-ling1] 

year, n. 1. Time occupied by the earth 
in one revolution round the sun (also 
astronomical, equinoctial, natural, solar, 
tropical, ~ ; 365d. 5h. 48' 40" in length) or 
(astral or sidereal ~, longer by 20' 23") by 
the sun in recovering its previous appa¬ 
rent relation to the fixed stars or (Platonic 
or Great or Perfect ~, estimated by an¬ 
cient astronomers at about 26000 ~s) by 
the celestial bodies in recovering their 
relative positions at the Creation. 2. 
Period of days (esp. common ~ of 305 or 
leap-~ or bissextile ~ of 306 reckoned from 
1st Jan.) used by community for dating 
or other purposes commencing on a 
certain day & corresponding more or less 
exactly in length to the astronomical ~ 
(also legal, civil, calendar, ~; lunar ~, of 
12 lunar months; luni-solar ~; new1, 

OLP, ~; Gregorian, Julian, ~, as fixed by 
Gregorian, Julian, calendars; sabbatical 

~ ; ~ of GRACE, of our LORD ; in the ~ 1963 ; 
in the ~ 1, lit., & = very long ago; from 

~ to ~, ~ by ~, as ~s go by, each ~; ~ 
in ~ out, right through the ~, continu¬ 
ously). 3. Period of the same length as a 
civil ~ commencing at any day (Chris¬ 
tian, Church, ecclesiastical, ~, round of 
sacred seasons reckoned from & to Ad¬ 
vent; the fiscal ~, reckoned from 1st 
April for taxing purposes; the school ~, 
~’s school terms usu. reckoned from be¬ 
ginning of autumn term; a ~ <£• a day, 
period specified in some legal matters; 
vias away for two ~s; it is ~s since we 
met). 4. pi. Age, time of life, (young for his 
~s, bearing age lightly; in ~s, old). 5. ~- 
-book, annual publication bringing infor¬ 
mation on some subject up to date; ~i 
-long, lasting a ~. [OE gear, OS, OHG 
jar, ON dr, Goth, jer f. Gmc *jie.ram, 
cogn. w. Gk horos year, hora season] 

year'Htig, n. & a. 1. Animal more than 
one & less than two years old; (racing) 
colt a year old dating- from 1st Jan. of 
year of foaling. 2. adj. A year old, having 
existed or been so-&-so for a year, (~ 
heifer, bride), [-ling1] 

year'ly, a. & adv. (Occurring etc.) once a 
year or every year or by or for the year, 
annual(ly). [OEj-ly1-2] 

yearn (ydi’n), v.i. & (impers., arch.) t. 
Be filled with longing or compassion or 
tenderness (for or after rest, home, affec¬ 
tion, etc.; to do; towards or to person etc.), 
whence ^'ing1 n., ~'ing2 a., ~'ingLY2 

adv.; II it~sme, arch., I~ or am troubled. 
[OE giernan, OS girnean, ON girna, 
Goth, gairnjan] 

yeast, u. Yellowish frothy viscous sub¬ 
stance consisting of fungous cells de¬ 
veloped by germination in contact with 
saccharine liquids & producing alcoholic 
fermentation, used in brewing beer, mak¬ 
ing wine, distilling spirit, & raising bread 
etc.; ~ -powder, substitute for ~ used in 
bread-making. [OE gist, MDu. ghist, 
MHG jest, ON jastr, f. Gmc *jes- boil, 
ferment, cogn. w. Gk zed boil] 

yeast'|y, a. Frothy like yeast (~y waves 
etc.); in a ferment, working like yeast, 
(a ~y conscience, turmoil, imaginings)', 
wordy, superficial, (a fellow; talk, 
professions). Hence ~Iness n. [-Y2] 

•yegg, n. (si.). (Also ~'man) travelling 
burglar or safe-breaker, [said to be a 
surname] 

yelk. See yolk. 
yell, v.i. & t., & n. (Make, utter with) 
shrill cry of pain or anger or fright, high- 
-pitched shout, or uncontrollable burst of 
laughter (~ed with pain, fury, delight, 
laughter; ~ out an oath, orders; ~ed curses, 
my name, a refusal, defiance; with ~s of 
horror etc..); (U.S. Uniw.) organized cry 
used by students e.g. in encouraging their 
representatives in athletic contests. [OE, 
OHG gellan, ON gjalla, rel. to galan (cf. 
NIGHTINGALE)] 

yell'ow (-0), a. (~cr, ~esl) & n., & v.t. & i. 
1. Of the colour between green & orange 



yelp 

in the spectrum, coloured like buttercup 
or primrose or lemon or sulphur or gold, 
(with many names ot plants, animals, 
etc., as ~ rattle, wagtail, ochre, jaundice; 
often also in comb, with parts of body 
etc., as ~-bill, -head, -legs, -root, -rump, 
-seed, -shank, -tail, -throat, -top, -wood, 
forming animal & plant names; II ~ 
boy, obs. si., gold coin; ~ cartilage, elastic 
kind forming artery-walls etc.; ~ fever, or 
Jack, tropical fever with jaundice & black 
vomit; ~ jacket, state garment in China 
for royal persons & subjects selected for 
high honour; the sere <£■ ~ leaf; ~ men, 
races, etc., Chinese, Japanese, Mongols, 
etc.; ~ metal, brass of 60 parts copper & 
40 parts zinc; the ~ peril, the danger that 
the ~ races may overwhelm the white or 
overrun the world; the ~ press, sensa¬ 
tional newspapers esp. of chauvinistic 
tendencies, orig. of U.S. newspapers urg¬ 
ing war with Spain 1898; ~ spot, point of 
acutest vision in retina). 2. (fig.). (Of 
looks, mood, feelings, etc.) jealous, en¬ 
vious, suspicious; (colloq.) cowardly. 
3. II ~back, cheap novel in~ paper boards 
common in 19th c., also French novel 
in ~ paper cover; ~-gum, infants’ black 
jaundice; ~-(h)ammer, bunting with ~ 
head & neck & breast [hammer prob. not 
a corruption, but of separate orig.]; 
hence ~isn1(2) (-61-), ~Y2 (-61), aa., ~ness 

(-on-) n. 4. n. ~ colour; kinds of ~ 
pigment; (colloq.) cowardice; kinds of 

' moth & butterfly; the~s, jaundice, (arch.) 
jealousy, * a peach-disease. 5. vb. Turn 
~ (paper ~ed with age; the ~ing leaves). 
[OE geolu, OS, OHGpelo, f. Gmc "gelwaz, 
cf. GOLD] 

yelp, v.i., & n. (Utter) cry (as) of dog in 
pain or in eager anticipation, [f. OE 
gielpan = MDu. gelfen f. Gmc *galpjan] 

yenl, n. (pi. yen). Japanese monetary unit. 
[Jap., f. Chin, yuan round, dollar] 

•yen2, n., & v.i. (si.). 1. Longing, yearn¬ 
ing. 2. v.i. Yearn. [Chin., = craving as 
for opium] 

yeo'man (yo-), n. (pi. -men). 1. (hist.). 
Person qualified by possessing free land 
of 40/- anneal value to serve on juries, 
vote for knight of shire, etc. 2. |j Small 
landowner, farmer, person of middle class 
engaged in agriculture; || member of the 
yeomanry force. 3. (nav.). || ~ of signals, 
petty officer in branch concerned with 
visual signalling; *petty officer perform¬ 
ing clerical duties on board ship. 4. ~(’s) 
service, help in need: ~ of the guard, 
BEEFeater. Hence ^ly1 a. [ME yoman, 
yeman, prob. = young +man] 

yeo'manry (yo-), n. Yeomen; II volunteer 
cavalry force raised from farmers etc. 
[-by] 

-yer, suf. var. of -ier, esp. after w, as 
bowyer, lawyer, sawyer. 

y&'cum. See mudar. [Tamil] 
yes, particle equivalent to affirmative sen¬ 
tence, & n. (pi. ~es). 1. The answer to 

yet ; 

your question is affirmative, it is as you i 
say or as I have said, your request or : 
command will be complied with, the \ 
statement made or course intended is 
correct or satisfactory, (~ <£-, ~ or, forms 
for substituting stronger phr., as I could 
endure, ~, & enjoy it; he would beat me, ~, 
and you too; indeed?, is that so?); 
(in answer to summons or address) I am 
here, I hear or am attending to you, (~?, 
what more have you to say?). 2. n. The 
word or answer ~ (say ~, consent; con¬ 
fine yourself to ~ & no or ~es & noes); 
—man (colloq.), characterless, obedient, 
weakly acquiescent person. [OE gese, 
gise, prob. f. gea yea + si 3 sing. pres. subj. 
of beon be ] 

yes'ter- in comb. (1) in ~day n. & adv., 
(on) tho day before today (he arrived 
~day; is but of ~day, of recent origin; the 
day before ~day, n. & adv.; often attrib. 
as ~daj/ morning); (2) chiefly poet, with 
sense of ~day, in compds serving as nn. 
& advv. for which ordinary usage prefers 
~day ■— or last —; so ~-morn(ing) (usu. 
~day morning), -—eve, ~-even(ing), (Sc.) 
yestreen', (usu. ~day evening), ^niglit (usu. 
last night); (3) poet. w. sense last past in 
~-year n. & adv. (usu. last year). [OE 
geostran,gystrandseg(cf. Goth, gistradagis); 
cf. (without ‘ day ’) MDu. gisteren, OHG 
gestaron ] 

yet, adv. & conj. 1. As late as now or then, 
with continuance to this or to that time, 
still, (there is ~ time; is he ~ alive?; there 
is life in the old dog ~ ; much ~ remains to 
be done; there is one ~ missing; his hands 
were ~ red with blood; his ~ unfinished 
task; I seem to see him ~; while it was ~ 
morning). 2. (With neg. context) so soon 
as now or then, by this or by that time, 
so far, in the immediate future, (it is not 
time ~; is he dead they have not ~ 
heard; I have never ~ lied; the largest ~ 
found; haven’t you learnt ~ that fire 
burns?; need you go ; it will not happen 
just ~ ; these things are not ~). 3. Again, 
in addition, (~ once more or ~ once; 
another & ~ another; ~ again; more & ~ 
more); (with nor) either (won’t listen to me 
nor~ to her). 4. Before the matter is done 
with, before all is over, in the time that 
still remains, (he will win, I ivill be even 
with you, ~). 5. (With compar.) even (a 
~ more difficult, easier, task). 6. Neverthe¬ 
less, and in spite of that, but for all that, 
(though they curse, ~ bless thou; &, having 
nothing, ~ hath all; it is strange, &~itis 
true; strange & ~ true; the logic seems 
sound, but ~ it does not convince me). 
7. As ~, up to now or then (esp. w. 
suggestion that the statement would not 
be true of later time; it has worked well 
as ~; a conscience as ~ clear). 8. conj. 
But at the same time, & ~, (~ what is the 
use of it all?; faint ~ pursuing; a rough 
~ ready helper). [OE giet(a), = OFris. 
iela, of unkn. orig.] 
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yet'i (ya-), n. Native (Slierpa) name for 
the Abominable snow man. 

yew, n. (Wood of) kinds of slow-growing 
dark-leaved evergreen tree (also ~-<ree) 
often planted in graveyards & used for¬ 
merly for making hows & still in cabinet- 
-making. [OE iw, eow, OS ih, OHG iw, 
iwa (G eibe), f. Gmo *ihw-, *igw-] 

Yg(g)'drasil (Ig-), n. (Soand. myth.). Tree 
whose roots & branches bind together 
heaven & earth & hell. [ON yg(g)drasill 
app. f. Yggr name of Odin + drasill 
horse ] 

Yid, n. (si.). Jew who speaks Yiddish, 
[back form. f. foil.] 

YIdd'Ish, a. & n. (In) a form of old Ger¬ 
man (with words borrowed from many 
modern languages) spoken by Jews in or 
from central and eastern Europe, [f. G 
judisch Jewish] 

yield, v.t. & i., & n. 1. Produce or give 
or bring as fruit or result (earth ~s her 
increase,; land ~s good crops; investment 
~s 5%; tax~s a handsome revenue, little; 
sin ~s bitter fruit); (abs., of land etc.) 
repay cultivation etc. well, poorly, etc. 
2. Give up, deliver over, surrender (trans.), 
resign (trans.), comply with demand for, 
concede, (~ fortress etc.; ~ oneself 
prisoner; ~ possession, one’s pride of 
place; ~ precedence to; ~ the palm, bo 
surpassed; ~ submission, consent, submit, 
consent; ~ up the ghost, die; ~ the point, 
concede it in argument); surrender (intr.), 
make submission to, give consent or 
change one’s course in deference to, 
comply with demand (whence ~'ing2 a., 
~'ingLY2 adv.), be inferior or confess 
inferiority to, (town ~ed without awaiting 
assault; ~ to superior force, persuasion; 
courage never to submit or~; I ~ to none in 
appreciation of his merits). 3. n. Amount 
~ed or produced, output, return. [OE 
gieldan, OS geldan, OHG geltan, ON 
gjalda, Goth, -gildan, f. Gmc *geldhan] 

-yl, suf. (chem.) used to form wds denoting 
a radical, as amyl, ethyl, f. P -yle f. Gk 
hule wood, substance, 

yl'ang-yl'ang (el-, -el-), n. Malayan 
tree from the flowers of which a perfume 
is distilled; the perfume itself. [Tagalog 
dlang-ilang] 

yod'el, v.t. & i. (-11-), & n. 1. Sing (t. & i.), 
make melodious inarticulate sounds, 
with frequent changes between falsetto 
& normal voice in the manner of Swiss & 
Tyrolese mountaineers. 2. n. ~ling cry, 
match of ~ling. [f. G dial, jodeln] 

ydg'a, n. Hindu system of philosophic 
meditation & asceticism designed to 
effect the reunion of the devotee’s soul 
with the universal spirit. [Hind. f. Skr., 
= union] 

yogh (ydy), n. The Middle-English letter 
3 used for certain values of g & y. [prob. 
f. ME Boc yoke, as beginning with the 
sound] 

yog(h)urt (yog'oort), n. Var. of yaourt. 

york 

yog'i (-gi), n. Devotee of yoga. Hence 
yog'lSM(3) (-g-) n. [Hind, (yoga)] 

y5-heave-ho', yoho', intt. used by sailors 
in heaving together. 

yoicks, int. & n., yoick, v.i. & t. Fox- 
hunter’s halloo; (vb) cry yoicks, urge 
(hounds) on etc. with it. [orig. unkn.; 
also hoicks, hoik, hyke ] 

yoke, n., & v.t. & i. 1. Wooden cross-piece 
fastened over necks of two oxen etc. & 
attached to the plough or waggon that 
they are to (help to) draw; (Rom. hist.) 
uplifted ~ or arch of three spears sym¬ 
bolizing it under which defeated enemy 
was made to march (send, pass intr., 
under the ~); (fig.) sway or dominion or 
servitude (submitted to his ~ ; the heavy ~ 
of opinion; had never endured the ~); (fig.) 
bond of union esp. the marriage tie. 2. 
Pair of oxen etc. (II~ of land, arch., as 
much as one ~ of oxen can plough in 
a day). 3. Piece of timber shaped to fit 
person’s shoulders & support pail etc. at 
each end. 4. Separately made shoulder- 
-piece of shirt or coat or blouse, or waist- 
-piece of skirt, from which the rest is 
suspended. 5. Cross-bar on which bell 
swings; cross-bar of rudder to whose 
ends ropes are fastened; coupling-piece 
of two pipes discharging into one; kinds 
of coupling or controlling piece in 
machinery. 6. ~-bone, cheek-bone con¬ 
necting bones of head & face; fellow, 

mate, partner in marriage, work, etc.; 
-ropes, with wdiich radder-~ is 

worked. 7. vb. Put ~ upon; couple or 
unite (esp. pair) in marriage or otherwise, 
link (one to another); (intr.) match or 
work together (together, with, or abs.; do 
not~ well). [OE geoc, OHGjoft, OS, Goth. 
juk, ON ok, cogn. w. L jugum] 

yok'el, n. Rustic, country bumpkin, 
[orig. obsc.] 

yolk (yok), (now rare) yelk, n. Yellow 
part of egg: sebaceous secretion from skin 
of sheep, wool-oil; —bag, -sac, membrane 
enclosings of egg. Hence (-)~ed2 (yokt), 
~y2 (yok'I), aa. [OE geolca (yellow)] 

yon, a., adv., & pron. 1. Yonder (a. 
& adv.; arch, or poet, or provincial). 
2. pron. (arch. etc.). Yonder person or 
thing. [OE geon, OHG jener, ON enn, 
Goth, jains] 

yon'der, a. & adv. (Situated) over there, 
in the direction towards which I am look¬ 
ing or pointing, within or conceived as 
within view but distant. [ME, cf. OS 
gendra, Goth, jaindre] 

yore, n. Old times (now only in of 
formerly, in or of old days). [OE geara, 
of obsc. orig. ] 

Y<Srk', n. ~ & Lancaster, rival royal 
houses & parties in the Wars of the Roses 
(—&-Lancastcr rose, parti-coloured kind); 
House of~, kings Edw. IV-Rich. Ill; ~ 
stone, kind used in building. 

y<5tk2, v.t. Bowl with yorker. [hack 
form. ] 
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ydbk'er, n. Ball so bowled as to pitch 
immediately in front of batsman’s block 
(also tice), [prob. f. York, as introduced 
in Yorkshire, -er1] 

Ydrk'ist, a. & n. (Adherent) of family 
descended from Edmund Duke of York 
son of Edward III, or of the White-rose 
party fighting for it in Wars of the Roses. 
[-1ST] 

Ydrk'shire (-er), n. County (~ flannel, 
undyed; ~ grit, stone used in polishing 
marble; ~ pudding, batter baked under 
& eaten with meat esp. beef; ~ stone, 
kind used in building; ~ terrier, small 
shaggy toy kind). 

you (u or yob acc. to emphasis), 2nd pers. 
pron. sing. (w. pi. vb) & pi. (arch. etc. 
subj. pi. ye; arch. etc. sing, thou, thee-, 
possess, your, yours). 1. The person(s) or 
thing(s) addressed (~ are mad, an angel, 
all fools; who sent I choose ~ three; 
the rest of ~ can stay here; ~ & I or me; 
~’re another, vulg., retort to one who 
calls names; occas. expressed w. imperat., 
as don’t ~ go away, begin ~ or ~ begin; 
as voc. w. n. in apposition = exclamatory 
statement, as ~ fool!, ~ darling!, occas. 
w. ~ appended also, as ~ idiot ~ /; as 
voc. calling attention, as ~ there, what is 
your name?), 2. (arch.). Yourself (get ~ 
gone, begone; ~ should find ~ a wife; sit 
~ down). 3. (In general statements) one, 
any one, all concerned, every one, a per¬ 
son, (~ never can tell; ivhat are ~ to do 
with a child like this?; it is bad at first, but 
~ soon get used to it; there’s a shot for ~ !). 
[OE eow acc. & dat. of gS ye, supplanting 
ye f. more frequent use of obj. case, & thou 
& thee (cf. similar substitutes in F, G, It.) 
as more courteous form] 

young (yh-), a. (~er, ~esf, pr. -ngg-), & n. 
(only in collect, sing). 1. Not far ad¬ 
vanced in life or growth or development, 
of recent birth or origin or formation, not 
yet old, still vigorous, immature, youth¬ 
ful, inexperienced, (a ~ child, man, 
animal, plant, nation, institution; a ~ 
family, of ~ children; a ~ person, ser¬ 
vants’ phr. for unknown ~ woman of 
lower classes; the ~ person, those whose 
innocence must be shielded from the 
indecent in talk & literature; ~ people, 
esp. the marriageable; my etc. ~ man or 
woman, sweetheart; the night, year, cen¬ 
tury, is yet ~, still near its beginning; old 

head on ~ shoulders; ~ <6- old ; you ~ 
rascal etc., usu. in playful address to 
child; a ~ man in a hurry, esp. ardent 
reformer; ~ for his years; men are now 
~ at fifty; an old man but a ~ convert; ~ 
blood1; ~er son, esp. member of noble 
family poor owing to primogeniture; ~ 
things, often indulgently etc. of persons; 
is ~ in crime, unpractised; ~ Jones, esp. 
Jones the son; ~ ’un, youngster, often as 
voc.; in my ~ days, while I was ~ ; ~ love, 
ambition, etc., felt in or characteristic of 
youth; the ~er before or after name of 

person to be distinguished from another, 
as the ~er Pitt, Teniers the ~er; so the ~ 
pretender; ~ England, Ireland, Italy, 
etc., especially as names of political 
parties claiming to speak for the rising 
generation; Y~ Turks, esp. the party 
that in 1908 forced the Sultan to restore 
the constitution; ~crs occas. as n. pi. 
opp. elders, as is kind to his~ers). Hence 
~'ish1(2) a.,'—'’ling 1 n. (poet.). 2. n. Off¬ 
spring esp. of animals before or soon after 
birth (with ~, pregnant; cares for, deserts, 
its ~). [OE geong, OS jung, OHG junc, 
ON ungr, Goth, juggs, f. Gmc *ju(um)ngaz, 
cogn. w. L juvencus, juvenis] 

you'ngster (yti-), n. Child, esp. active or 
lively boy. [-ster] 

you'nker (yti-), n. Youngster (arch, or 
colloq.); = junker, [f. MDu. jonckher 
(jonc young, hire lord)] 

your (nr, yor, yer, acc. to emphasis), attrib. 
a. Of, belonging to, spoken of by, done 
to or by, you (~ danger, hat, expectations; 
so this is ~ immaculate saint! ; ~ dismissal 
of him, by him; ~ father mine; ~ my 
father, fathers; cf. foil.); (colloq. & chiefly 
arch., now usu. w. depreciatory implica¬ 
tion) much talked of, well known, fami¬ 
liar, (no one so fallible as ~ expert in 
handwriting; ~ facetious bore is the worst 
of all). [(1) OE lower gen. pi. of gS ye; 
(2) OE eower, -ru, -er possess, adj.] 

yours (urz, yoi-z), pron. Sc pred. a. 1. The 
one(s) belonging to or of you (my father 
<&- ~; ~ <£- my father, erron. for your db; 
my father is not ~; I like ~ better; ~ is the 
only way; am no child of ~ ; that cough of 
~; some friends of ~; you & ~, you & 
your family, property, etc.; ~ is to hand, 
your letter has come; so ~ of the 11th 
etc.). 2. adj. Belonging to you, at your 
service, (it is ~ if you will accept it; ever 
~, ~ truly, faithfully, obedient!?/, etc., 
epistolary formulae preceding signature; 
~ truly, joc., I, as but ~ truly was not 
taking any, I refused etc.); what’s 
(colloq.), what will you drink l [prec., -es, 
see ours ] 

yourself' (iTr- etc., as in your), pron. (pi. 
-ves). (Emphat.) you in person, in parti¬ 
cular, in your normal state, & not another 
or others, or alone (usu. in apposition w. 
you except in commands, & either next 
after it or later, rarely substituted for it; 
please see to it ~ or yourselves; you ~ said 
so or you said so ~; ~ have said it, arch., 
poet., etc.; by ~, alone, as why are you 
sitting by also unaided, as you cannot 
do it by yourselves; it is ~ / want, not 
your money; how’s si., how are you?, 
esp. after answering similar inquiry; be 
~, colloq., pull ~ together; you are not 
quite ~ tonight, are out of humour etc.); 
(refl.) the person(s) previously described 
as you, or to whom a command is ad¬ 
dressed (have you hurt you seemed 
pleased with yourselves; ask ~ whether it is 
not true), [your, self] 
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youth (uth), n. (pi. pr. udhz). Being young, 
adolescence, (the vigour or enthusiasm or 
weakness or inexperience or other charac¬ 
teristic of) the period between childhood 
& full manhood or womanhood, (has all 
the appearance of extreme ~; in my hot, 
raw, vigorous, etc. from ~ onwards; 
~’s a stuff ivill not endure; the secret of 
perpetual, of keeping one’s, ~; the ~ of 
the world, early times), whence ~'ful 
(uth-) a., ~Tu1ly2 adv., ~'Iu1ness n.; 
young man (as a ~ of 20; promising, 
lanky, etc., ~s); young men & women (the 
~ °f the country; loves to be surrounded 
by ~; our ~ are infected with couvmer- 
ciality); ~ centre, club, place or organiza¬ 
tion provided for leisure-time activities 
of young people; ~ hostel, place where 
hikers etc. can put up for the night. [OE 
geoguth, OS juguth, OHG jugund, f. WG 
*jugunthi- f. *juwunthi- (young, -th1)] 

yowl. Var. of yawl1. 

ytterb'lium, n. (chem.). Rare-earth 
metallic element. Hence ~ic a. [Ytterby 
in Sweden, -ium] 

ytt'r|ium, n. (chem.). Rare-earth metallic 
element. Hence ~ic, ~Ious, aa., ~o- 
comb. form, [asprec.] 

yucc'a, n. Kinds of American white- 
-flowered liliaceous plant. [Carib] 

Yugoslav. See Jugoslav. 

yule (ul), n. The Christmas festival (also 
~-tide; •—log, burnt on Christmas Eve). 
[OE geol(a), cf. ON jol, ult. orig. obsc.] 

z 
Z (zSd; *ze), letter (pi. Zs, Z’s, zeds); (Alg.; 

z) third unknown quantity (cf. c, x). 
Zad'kiel, n. (Used for) a popular astrologi¬ 
cal almanac founded by R. J. Morrison 
(d. 1874), who adopted this pseudonym. 

zaf'fre (-er), zaff'er, n. Impure oxide of 
cobalt used in making cobalt-blue & as 
blue pigment in enamelling & porcelain - 
-painting. [f. It. zaffera or F zafre, f. Arab. 
sofre] 

Zam'bo. Var. of sambo (in first sense). 

zan'y, n. (Hist.) attendant clown awk¬ 
wardly mimicking chief clown in shows, 
merry andrew; (mod.) person given to 
buffoonery, foolish jester, half-witted 
person, [f. F zani, or It. zan(n)i, Venetian 
form of Gianni, Giovanni John] 

Zanzibar'!, n. & a. (Native) of Zanzibar. 
zap'tieh (-a), n. Turkish policeman, [f. 

Turk. 4abliyeh f. Arab, efabt administra¬ 
tion] 

Zarathustr-. See zoroastrian. 

zari'ba (-re-), -reb'a, n. Hedged or pali¬ 
saded enclosure for protection of camp or 
village in the Sudan etc. [f. Arab, zariba 
pen] 

zax. Var. of sax. 
zeal, n. Earnestness or fervour in advanc¬ 
ing a cause or rendering service, hearty 
& persistent endeavour. So ~'ous (zCl-) 

a., ~'ously2 adv. [ME zele f. LL f. Gk 
zelos ] 

zeal'ot (z81-), n. Uncompromising or ex¬ 
treme partisan, fanatic, (Z~, one of a 
Jewish sect resisting the Romans a.d. 6- 
-70). Hence ~ry(4) n. [f. eccl. L f. Gk 
zeldtes (prec., -ot2)] 

zebec(k). Var. of xebec. 

zhb'ra, n. Kinds of striped quadruped 
(true or mountain ~, Burchell’s ~, quag- 
ga) allied to ass or horse; (attrib., & in 
comb. w. names of animals etc.) striped 
like ~ (~ markings, ~ caterpillar, ~ wood¬ 
pecker, ~-wood, etc.); ~ crossing, striped 
street-crossing where pedestrians have 
precedence over other traffic. Hence 
zfib'riNE1 a. [It. or Pg., f. Congolese] 

zeb'u, n. The E.-Ind. humped ox. [F 
(ze-)i 

zed, n. Letter Z. [f. F zide f. L f. Gk zeta] 
zed'oary, n. Kiuds {long, round, ~) of 
aromatic gingerlike substance made 
from rootstock of E.-Ind. plants & used 
in medicine, perfumery, & dyeing, [f. 
mod. L zedoarium f. Arab, sedwdr] 

zeit'geist (tsitgl-), n. Spirit of the times, 
drift of thought & feeling in a period. [G ] 

zelfis'o, inus. direction. With fervour. 
[It.] 

zemin'dar, n. (Anglo-Ind.). (Hist.) dis¬ 
trict governor & revenue-farmer under 
Mogul empire; (later) Indian landed 
proprietor paying land-tax to British 
government. [Hind., f. Pers. zamvnddr 
(zamin earth, ddr holder)] 

zemst'vo, n. (hist.; pi. -~,s). Local elective 
assembly regulating affairs of district in 
Russia. [Russ., f. zernlya land] 

zena'na (-ah-), n. Part of house in which 
women of high-caste families are secluded 
in India (~ mission, of women visiting ~s 
to spread medical & other reform among 
inmates); ~ (cloth), a light fabric for 
women’s dresses. [Hind., f. Pers. zanana 
(zan woman)] 

Zend, n. Ancient language of the Iranian 
family, allied to Sanskrit, named from 
the Zend-Avesta (Avesta or text & Zend 
or commentary) or Zoroastrian scrip¬ 
tures. 

zen'Ith (or zen-), n. Point of heavens 
directly above observer (opp. nadir); 

(transf.) highest point, time or place of 
greatest power or prosperity or happiness, 
(is at his, its, the, ~); distance, arc inter¬ 
cepted between any body & ~, comple¬ 
ment of body’s altitude. Hence ~al a. 
[ME, f. OF cenii(h) or med. L cenit f. 
Arab, samt (ar-rds) way (over the head) ] 

ze'olite, n. Any one of a number of 
minerals consisting mainly of hydrous 
silicates of lime, soda, & alumina, com¬ 
monly found in the cavities of igneous 
rocks, [f. Gk zeo boil + -Lite ; from their 
characteristic swelling & fusing before the 
blowpipe] 

zeph'yr (-cr), n. 1. The west wind personi¬ 
fied (Z~); balmy breeze, light wind. 
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2. Athlete’s thin gauzy jersey for running, 
rowing, boxing, etc. in; kinds of dress- 
-material. [f. L f. Gk zephuros west 
wind ] 

Zepp'elin, n. (colloq. Zipp). Large diri¬ 
gible airship of type built (c. 1900), orig. 
for military use in Germany. [Count ~, 
inventor] 

zer'o, n. (pi. ~s). Figure 0, cipher; no 
quantity or number, nil; starting-point 
in scales from which positive & negative 
quantity is reckoned (~ in thermometers, 
freezing-point of water or other point 
selected to reckon from; absolute ~ in 
temperature, point at which the particles 
whose motion constitutes heat would be 
at rest, estimated at —273-7° C.); (mil.) 
point of time from which the start of 
each movement in a timed programme is 
at a specified interval; lowest point, 
bottom of scale, nullity, nadir; fly at ~ 
(under 1,000 ft), [f. F zero or It. zero f. 
Arab. Qifr cipher] 

zest, n. Piquancy, stimulating flavour, 

(esp. fig.; adds a ~ to); keen enjoyment 

or interest, relish, gU3to, (entered into it 
with ~). [17th c., f. F zeste orange or lemon 

peel, of unkn. orig.] 

zet'a, n. Greek letter (Z, ?) = z. [Gk 
(ze-)l 

zefet'ic, a. (rare). Proceeding by inquiry. 
[f. Gk zetetihos (zeteo seek, -ic)] 

zeug'ma, n. (gram.). Figure of speech in 
which a verb or adjective does duty with 
two nouns to one of which it is strictly 
applicable while the word appropriate to 
the other is not used (e.g. kill the boys 
<£• sc. destroy the luggage, with weeping 
eyes <& sc. grieving hearts; cf. syllepsis). 

Hence zeugmat'ic a. [L f. Gk (genit. 
-atos), f. zeugnumi yoke] 

Zeus, n. (Gk ant.). King of the Olympian 
gods. [Gk] 

zib'et, n. The Asian or Indian civet, [f. 
med. L zibethum as civet] 

zig'zag, a., n., adv., & v.i. (-gg-). 1. With 
abrupt alternate right & left turns, with 
alternating salient & re-entrant angles, 
with motion as of tacking ship, (a ~ line, 
course, road, fence, trench, flash of light¬ 
ning). 2. n. ~ line or (esp. for mounting 
steep hill) road or (in sieges) set of 
trenches. 3. adv. With ~ course. 4. v.i. 
Go ~. [F, f. G zickzack] 

zili'ah (-a), n. Administrative district in 
India. [Hind, zilah f. Arab, dilah] 

zinc, n., & v.t. I. A white metallic element 
much used in the arts esp. as component 
of brass & German silver, as roofing 
material, as coating for sheet iron (cf. 
galvanize), in electric batteries, & in 
relief-printing blocks (flowers of ~ or ~ 
oxide, powder used as white pigment & 
in kinds of ointment & cement); hence 
(spelt, before -i-, with -c- or -k- or -ck-) 
~'ic, ~If'erous, ~'oid, aa., ~'ii’Y v.t.; 
'-ufica'tion n., ~'ous (esp. of negative 
pole of voltaic battery), zink'y2, aa., 

~o- comb. form. 2. v.t. (-k- or -ck-). Coat 
with ~. [f. G zink, of obsc. orig. ] 

zinc'd, n. (pi. ~s), & vb. = zincograph. 

[abbr. ] 
zine'lograph (-alif), n., & v.i. & t. I. Zinc 
plate with design otched in relief on it 
for printing from, picture taken from it. 
2. vb. Etch (t. & i.) on zinc, reproduce (de¬ 
sign) thus. So ~og'raphy, ~og'rapher 

nn., ~OGRAPH'IC a. [ZINCO-, -GRAPH] 

zmc'otype, n. = prec. n. [as prec., type] 

Zing'aro (-ngg-), n. (pi. -ri). Gipsy. [It. ] 
zinn'ia, n. Kinds of composite plant with 

showy rayed flowers of deep red & other 
colours. [J. G. Zinn German botanist 
(d. 1759), -IA1] 

Zi'on, n. (Holy hill of) ancient Jerusalem; 
the Hebrew theocracy; the Christian 
Church; the Heavenly Jerusalem or king¬ 
dom of heaven, whence ~wards adv.; 
II (name for) nonconformist chapel, [f. 
eccl. L Sion f. Heb. Tsiyon orig. hill] 

Zi'on|ism, n. A movement resulting in 
the re-establishment of a Jewish nation 
in Palestine. So ~ist. [-ism(3)J 

zip, n. Light sharp sound, as of bullet 
passing through air, the sudden tearing 
of cloth, etc.; (flg.) energy, ‘pep’; ^— 
-fastener, (also zlpp'er) fastening device 
consisting of two flexible stringers 
operated by means of the constriction 
of a sliding clip pulled between them, 
[imit. ] 

zfrc'on, n. A silicate of zirconium of which 
some varieties (hyacinth, jargon2) are cut 
into gems. [f. F zircone f. Arab, zarqiin] 

zii‘c5n'ium, n. A metallic eloment found 
chiefly in zircon & used to alloy iron. 
Hence zirVon'ic a., zftc,onATE1(3) n. 
[-IUM ] 

zith'erl(n), n. Simple flat many-stringed 
instrument placed on table or knees & 
played partly with fingers of left hand 
& partly with plectrum in right hand. 
Hence ~ist(1) n. [G (as cither)] 

zlot'y, n. Polish coin. [Pol.] 
Zo'ar, n. Place of refuge, sanctuary. 

[Gen. xix] 
zod'iac, n. A belt of the heavens limited 

by lines about 8° from the ecliptic on 
each side, including all apparent posi¬ 
tions of the sun & planets as known to the 
ancients, & divided into 12 equal parts 
called signs of the ~ (Aries, Taurus, 
Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scor¬ 
pio, Sagittarius, Capricorn(us), Aquarius, 
Pisces) each formerly containing the 
similarly named zodiacal constellation but 
now by precession of equinoxes coincid¬ 
ing with the constellation that bears the 
name of the preceding sign (e.g. the con¬ 
stellations Pisces, Aries, are now in the 
signs Arles, Taurus); (transf., now rare) 
complete course, circuit, or compass. 
[ME, f. OF zodiague f. L f. late Gk 
zodiakos f. zo(i)dion dim. of zo(i)on animal] 

zodi'acal, a. Of, in, the zodiac (~ light, 
luminous tract of sky shaped like tall 
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triangle occas. seen in east before sunrise 
or in west after sunset esp. in tropics), 
[f. LL zodiacus adj. (as prec.) + -al] 

zo'etrSpe, n. wheel1 of life, [irreg. f. Gk 
zoe life, tropos turn ] 

zo'hdr, n. A cabalistic textbook prob. of 
14th c. called Bible of the Mystics. [Heb., 
= brightness] 

zo'lc, a. Of animals; (geol., of rocks etc.) 
containing fossils, with traces of animal 
or plant life. [f. Gk zoikos (zoon see 
zodiac, -ic)] 

Zol'alism, n. Absence of reserve, detailed 
realism, in describing the gross or im¬ 
moral. So ~ist(2) n., ~esque' (-6sk), 
~Is'tic, aa. [Zola, French novelist d. 
1902, -ISM] 

zollverein (tsOl’ferin), n. Union of States 
having a common customs-tariff against 
outsiders & usu. free trade with each 
other. [G] 

zom'bi(e), n. A corpse said to be revived 
by witchcraft, [orig. unkn.] 

zone, n., & v.t. 1. Belt or girdle worn 
round the body (chiefly arch. & poet.; 
maiden or virgin ~, symbol of virginity; 
loose the maiden'-~' of, deprive of virginity). 
2. Encircling band or stripe distinguish¬ 
able in colour or texture or character 
from the rest of the object encircled. 
3. (Geog.) any of five divisions of the 
earth bounded by circles parallel to tho 
equator (frigid ~s, N. of arctic, S. of 
antarctic, circle; torrid ~, between the 
tropics; North, South, temperate ~, be¬ 
tween frigid & torrid ~s); area enclosed 
between two exact or approximate con¬ 
centric circles; part of surface of sphere 
enclosed between two parallel planes, or 
of cone or cylinder between such planes 
cutting it perpendicularly to axis; any 
well-defined tract of more or less beltlike 
form; ~ time, local time for any longitude 
as opposed to Greenwich time; hence 
ZOn'AL, ZOn'ARY1, ZOll'ulAR1 [-TJL-], 
zon'ATE2 (bot., zool.), aa., zon'alLY2 adv. 
4. v.t. Encircle as or with ~; arrange or 
distribute by ~s. [F, or f. L f. Gk zone 
girdle (zonnumi gird) ] 

Zoo, n. (colloq.). Zoological garden, esp. 
that in London, [abbr. ] 

z5o-, comb, form of Gk zoos living, zoon an 
animal (see zodiac), = of animals, of ani¬ 
mal life, (occas. as opp. vegetables & 
minerals, occas. excluding man also or 
especially); zodg'amy, sexual reproduc¬ 
tion ; ~ge6g'raphy, zoology dealing with 
local distribution of animals, so •— 
gedg'rapher, ^geograj)h'ic(al); zodg'raphy, 
descriptive zoology, so zodg'rapher, 

graph'ic(al), zodg'raphist; zodl’atry, re¬ 
ligious worship of animals; zd'olite, fossil 
animal, fossilized animal substance; 
zo'omancy, divination from appearances 
or behaviour of animals; ~ancrrph'ic, deal¬ 
ing w'ith or represented under animal 
forms, having gods of beastlike form (cf. 
anthropomorphic), so ~morph’ism; zo'o- 

phyte, kinds of plantlike animal, esp. 
holotliurians, starfishes, jelly-fishes, sea 
anemones, & sponges, so ~phyt'ic, 
~ph{jtdl'ooy, ~phytolo'gical, ~phyt6l'ogist; 
zd’osperm, spermatozoon, also '--spore; 
zg'ospore, spore capable of motion, so 
~spd'ric; zodt'omy, dissection or anatomy 
of animals other than man. 

zo'oid, a. & n. 1. Of incompletely animal 
nature. 2. n. Organic body or cell re¬ 
sembling but not being animal or plant; 
more or less independent organism given 
by gemmation or fission; member of 
compound organism, [prec., -oid] 

zoSl'ogly, n. Natural history of animals, 
science of their structure, physiology, 
classification, habits, & distribution. So 
zoold'giCAL a. (~ical garden, public gar¬ 
den or park with collection of animals 
kept for exhibition), zoolo'gicali.Y2 adv., 
~ist(3) n. [f. mod. L zoologia (zoo-, 
-LOGY)] 

zoom, v.i., & n. 1. Force aeroplane to 
mount at high speed & steep angle. 2. n. 
Aeroplane's steep climb; —< lens (cine- 
mat. etc.), lens which by variation of focal 
length enables quick transmission from 
long shot to close-up. [knit,. ] 

zo'ril, n. Carnivorous quadruped of 
Africa & Asia Minor allied to skunk & 
weasel, [f. F zorille f. Sp. zorriUa (zorra 
fox)] 

Zoroas'trian, Zarathus'tr- (-thoo-), nn. 
& aa. (Follower) of Zoroaster, Zara- 
thustra, or Zerduscht, (adherent) of the 
religious system taught by him & his 
followers in the Zend-Avesta based on 
the conflict between Ormuzd god of light 
& good & Ahriman god of darkness & 
evil, the religion of the magi & ancient 
Persia still held by Parsees & occas. 
called fire.-vxirship. Hence Zoroas'trlan- 
ism(3), Zarathus'tr(ian)ism, nn. [f. L f. 
Gk Zoroastres f. Zend Zarathustra, -ian] 

zouave (zoo'ahv), n. 1. Member of French 
light-infantry corps orig. formed of Al¬ 
gerians & retaining Oriental uniform. 
2. Woman’s short jacket like that of ~ 
uniform, [name of tribe ] 

II zounds (-z), int. (arch.) of indignation. 
[= (Godfs wounds (i.e. Christ’s on the 
cross)] 

zucchett'a, -ett'5, (tsdbk ), n. R.-C. eccle¬ 
siastic’s skull-cap, black for priest, purple 
for bishop, red for cardinal, & v'hite for 
Pope. [It. (-a), dim. of zucca gourd] 

Zulu (zool'oo), n. Member, language, 
of a S.-Afr. Kaffir people, [native] 

ztciebaclt (tsweb'ahk), n. Kind of biscuit 
rusk or sweet cake toasted in slices. [G] 

Zwing'lian (tswlngg-), a. & n. (Follower) 
of the Swiss religious reformer Zwmgli 
(1484-1531). [-ian] 

zyg'al, a. H-shaped (esp. of brain-fis¬ 
sures). [as foil., -al] 

zyg(o)-, comb, form of Gk zvgon yoke: 
zygapdph'ysis, one of the processes on 
a vertebra serving as articulation with 
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another; zygodac'lyl a. & n., -ylous a., 
(bird) with toes disposed in pairs, two 
toes pointing forward & two backward; 
zygomorph'ous, (of flower) divisible into 
similar halves only in one plane; zyg'o- 
spore, spore formed by conjugation of two 
similar gametes. 

zygom'a, n. (pi. ~to). Bony arch of cheek, 
yoke-hone. Hence zygomat'ic a. [f. 

Gk zugoma f. zugon yoke] 
zygos'is, n. (biol.j. = conjugation, [f. 

Gk zugosis joining (pree.)j 

zymotic 

zyg'Ste, n. Product of the fusion of two 
gametes, e.g. zygospore, [f. Gk zugoo 
yoke (zugon)] 

zymos'is, n. Fermentation; zymotic dis¬ 
ease in general or any form of it. [f. Gk 
zumdsis f. zumod ferment f. zume leaven, 
see -osis] 

zymot'ic, a. Of fermentation (~ diseases, 
epidemic, endemic, contagious, or spo¬ 
radic diseases regarded as caused by 
multiplication of germs introduced from 
without), [f. Gk zumotikos (prec., -otic)] 
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ADDENDA 

NOTE 

These addenda consist of (1) words not recorded in the body of the dictionary, 

and (2) further senses and constructions of words already treated. Additions 

of the latter kind, being arranged as appendages to existing articles, are readily 

distinguished by the absence of pronunciation, grammatical description, and 

etymology from the independent articles dealing with new words. 

References are in small capitals. 

age2. Hence agleliNG1 (aj'ing) n., change 
of properties occurring in some metals 
after heat treatment or cold working, 

almacan'tar, -muc-, n. Line of constant 
altitude above the horizon, [f. F almu- 
cantarat f. Arab, (al-2, qantarah a bridge)] 

anaemia. (Also) deficiency of red blood- 
-corpuscles or their haemoglobin. 

band1. width (electr. etc.), range of 
frequencies. 

beat3, n. (Also ~'ni&) one of the ~ 
generation, young people adopting un¬ 
conventional dress, manners, habits, etc., 
as a means of self-expression and social 
protest. [~nik after sputnik ] 

bing'o (-ngg-), n. Modern development 
of lotto, [orig. unkn.l 

cade, n. Pet lamb or foal. [orig. unkn. ] 
cha'rism (k&r-), n. A favour specially 
vouchsafed by God; a grace, a talent. 
Hence ~at'ic (kfi,-) a., of or relating to a 
~. [f. Gk kharisma] 

chromat|o-.-^dg'raphy (chem.), separation 
of compounds by allowing a solution of 
them to trickle through a column of 
adsorbing material so that the different 
compounds are adsorbed in separate 
coloured layers comprising a chrom'ato- 
gram (k-). 

coast1. guard, (also) body of men 
formed orig. to prevent smuggling, now 
chiefly a life-saving service, member of 
this body. 

commissioner. C~ for Oaths, solicitor 
authorized to administer oaths to persons 
making affidavits. 

deuterium. Of. protium. 
dipole. (Also, radio) type of aerial used at 
short wave-lengths. 

electro-. ~phorcs'is, movement of sus¬ 
pended colloidal particles under the 
influence of an electric field; ~phor&t'ic a. 

eschatology. (Also, esp. realized ~) the 
present realization of the last things in 
the Christian life. 

ethic. ~al, (also, of proprietary products) 
advertised only in the medical press and 
not to the general public. 

fringe (n.). ~ benefits, perquisites, benefits 
of various kinds provided by employers 
to supplement money wages and salaries. 

gro'schen (-oshn), n. 1. (hist.). Small 
silver German coin. 2. (colloq.). German 
10-pfennig piece. 3. Smallest Austrian 
coin, 11100 of schilling. [G] 

hood (n.). Also : detachable capelike gar¬ 
ment worn over academic gown etc. to 
indicate degree; (waterproof) folding top 
of motor-car, perambulator, etc. 

Hopp'us (cub'ic) foot, n. Unit of volume 
measurement based on the square of the 
quarter-girth, still used in British Com¬ 
monwealth forestry for the cubic content 
of round logs or trees. [E. Hoppus (d. 
1758), surveyor and compiler of calculat¬ 
ing tables] 

implo'sion (-zhn), n. (phonet.). Closing 
the glottis simultaneously with the stop 
position, and then compressing the air 
between the glottis stoppage and the 
mouth one. So implSs'iVE a. & n. [f. L 
im1 (plodere plos- = plaudere clap), see 
-ION] 

In'terpol (I-), n. International police 
organization, with headquarters in Paris, 
for tracking down criminals. [Inter- 
national police] 

king1. ~-crab,* (also) large edible spider- 
-crab. 

landscape. (Also, v.t. & i.) improve by 
~ -gardening etc., engago in—gardening. 
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las'er (-z-), n. = optical maser, [light 

amplification by stimulated emission of 

radiation] 

mark1. (God) save the ~, (also, in literary 
usage) an expression of impatient scorn, 

mas'er (-z-), n. Device for amplifying 
microwaves; optical ~ (for amplifying 
light waves), [microwave amplification 
by stimulated emission of radiation ] 

master1. (Also, Af~) courtesy title usu. 
given to eldest son of Scottish viscount 
or baron, as the M~ of Falkland. 

micro-~dot, photograph reduced to 
the size of a dot or a very small spot, 

mutation. So mut'ANT a. & n. (biol.), 
(individual) differing from its parents as 
a result of 

ouch2, ow, intt. expr. sudden pain. 

pastel. (Also, attrib., of colour) soft, 
subdued. 

pdrm'afrost ( aws-, -8s-), n. Permanently 
frozen subsoil in arctic regions, [f. 
PERM A(N ENT) FROST] 

virus 

rand. (Also, pr. rahnt) unit of S.-Afr. 
decimal currency (=100 cents), adopted 
1961. 

semi-. ~conduc’tor, a solid, non-conduct¬ 
ing In pure state or at low temperatures, 
which is a conductor when impure or at 
higher temperatures. 

sdrv'o-lmech'anism (-k-), n. Power- 
-assisted device usu. for controlling move¬ 
ment (e.g. a brake). So ~control n. [f. L 
serous slave, mechanism] 

standard. ~ English, the form of English 
used, with local variations, by most 
cultured English-speaking people, so ~ 
pronunciation. 

statesman. Elder distinguished retired 
~ etc. whose advice is available to all. 

•uhlhuh' (uhu), int. expr. affirmation. 

virus. (Also) ultramicroscopic organic 
particle existing only within cells of 
animal and plant bodies and capable of 
producing various diseases. 
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APPENDIX I 

GENERAL ABBREVIATIONS 

(For list of special abbreviations used in text see pp. xiv—xvi) 

Abbreviations are made chiefly in two ways. (1) The beginning of the word 
is given, and at any point (after one letter, after all but one letter, or anywhere 
between) it is cut short with a full stop; so N. = North, Liv. = Livy, syn. = 
synonym; the full stop serves to announce that it is needless to go further with 
the word. (The mathematical abbreviations for cosecant, cosine, cotangent, 
secant, sine, and tangent, namely cosec, cos, cot, sec, sin, and tan, are used 
without the full stop. Sometimes, as in ENSA and SCAPA, the full stop is 
omitted between the letters.) (2) Some portion of the middle of the word is 
dropped out, the first and last letters being retained with or without others 
between; so wt = weight, hrs = hours, exrx = executrix, Abp = Arch¬ 
bishop ; the writing of a full stop at the end of these on the analogy of that in (1), 
though now usual, is to be deprecated; it is not a natural device (as in (1)), but 
artificial; it has very rarely the merit of announcing that the letters printed 
are not a full word, since that is nearly always clear without it (caps for capitals 

is one of the few exceptions); and it has always the demerit of failing to let the 
reader know that in the riddle he is called upon to read the last a3 well as the 
first letter is given him. There is also a mixed class in which the full stop at 
the end does convey that the end of the word is missing, but without implying 
(as in (1)) that all the letters up to that point are present; such are eg. = 
c(enti)g(ram), cf. = c(on)f(er), avdp. = av(oir)d(u)p(ois); the first two of these 
consist of the initial letters of their words’ etymological elements, tho last gives 
the first letter followed by such of the consonants as may suggest the general 

sound. 
The method adopted in the following list is to omit the otiose full stop in 

accordance with tho view expressed above; it is, however, to be understood 
that all abbreviations here given without the full stop may also be, and more 
frequently are, used with it. The U.S. State names and those of British 
counties should be mentioned; in the former we give the full stop or omit it as 
explained above (Vt, Va, Ky, for Vermont, Virginia, Kentucky; Mass., O., 
Oreg., for Massachusetts, Ohio, Oregon); in the latter we write the full stop 
after the ‘s’ (Yorks., Leics., Berks., etc.) as representing shire. Viz and oz are 
preferred to viz. and oz. on the ground that the z itself represents a written 

terminal flourish. 

A., adult (i.e. for adults only, referring to 
cinema picture); air; alto; avancer (on 
timepiece regulator, = to aocelorate). 

A.A., anti-aircraft; Automobile Associa¬ 
tion. 

A. A. A.,‘Agricultural Adjustment Admini¬ 
stration ; Amateur Athletic Association. 

A.A.F., Auxiliary Air Force. 
A.A.G., Assistant Adjutant-General. 
A.A.I., Associate of tho Chartered Auc¬ 
tioneers’ & Estate Agents’ Institute. 

A. and M., Ancient and Modern (Hymns). 
A.A.Q.M.G., Assistant Adjutant and 

Q nartermaster- General. 
A.B., able-bodied seaman. 

A.B.C., the alphabet; alphabetical train 
time-table; Aerated Bread Company('s 
Shop). 

ab init., ab initio ( = from the beginning). 
Abp, Archbishop. 
A.C., aircraftman; Alpine Club ; alternat¬ 
ing current; ante Christum (= before 
Christ). 

a/c, account. 
A.C.A., Associate of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants. 

acc., account. 
A.C.F., Army Cadet Force. 
A.C.G.B., Arts Council of Great Britain. 
A.C.I., Army Council Instruction. 
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A.C.I.I., Associate of the Chartered In¬ 
surance Institute. 

A.C.I.S., Associate of the Chartered 
Institute of Secretaries. 

A.C.U., Autocycle Union. 
A.C.W., aircraftwoman. 
A.C.W.A., Associate of the Institute of 

Cost & Works Accountants. 
A.D., anno Domini (= in the year of our 

Lord). 
A.D.C., aide-de-camp; Amateur Dramatic 

Club. 
ad fin., ad finem ( = towards the end). 
ad init., ad initium ( = at the beginning). 
Ad.jt, Adjutant. 
Adm., Admiral. 
advt, advertisement. 
ffl (see A in dictionary). 
A.E.F., Allied Expeditionary Force. 
A.E.U., Amalgamated Engineering Union. 
A.F., Admiral of the Fleet. 
A.F.A., Amateur Football Association. 
A.F.A.S., Associate of the Faculty of 
Architects & Surveyors. 

A.F.C., Air Force Cross. 
A.F.L., American Federation of Labour. 
A.F.M., Air Force Medal. 
A.F.O., Admiralty Fleet Order. 
A.F.S., Army Fire Service; Auxiliary 

Fire Service. 
A.F.V., Armoured Fighting Vehicle. 
A.G., Adjutant-General; air gunner. 
A.H., anno Hegirae (= in the year of the 

Hegira). 
A.I., Admiralty Instruction. 
A.I.A., Associate of the Institute of 
Actuaries. 

A.I.B., Associate of the Institute of 
Bankers. 

A.I.D., A.I.H., artificial insemination by 
donor, by husband. 

A.I.M.T.A., Associate of the Institute of 
Municipal Treasurers & Accountants. 

A.Inst.P., Associate of the Institute of 
Physics. 

a.l., autograph letter. 
A.L.A., American Library Association. 
Ala, Alabama. 
Alas., Alaska. 
Alban, (Bp) of St Albans (see Cantuar.). 
Aid., Alderman. 
a.l.s., autograph letter signed. 
A.M., Air Ministry; Albert Medal; = M. A. 
a.m., anno mundi (= in the year of the 
world); ante meridiem (= before noon). 

A.M.B.G., ad majorem Dei gloriam (= to 
the greater glory of God). 

A.M.G.(O.T-), Allied Military Govern¬ 
ment (of Occupied Territory). 

A.M.I.C.E., A.M.I.E.E., A.M.I.Mech. 
E., A.M.I.Mun.E., Associate Member of 
Institution of Civil, Electrical, Mechan¬ 
ical, Municipal, Engineers. 

A.M.S., Army Medical Staff (or Service). 
A.M.S.E., Associate Member of the 
Society of Engineers. 

A.M.T.P.I., Associate Member of the 
Town Planning Institute. 

A.O., Army Order. 
A.O.C.(-in-C.), Air Officer Commanding 

(-in-Chief). 
A. of F., Admiral of the Fleet. 
A.P., Associated Press. 
A.P.M., Assistant Provost-Marshal. 
Apocr., Apocrypha. 
Apr., April. 
A.Q.M.G., Assistant Quartermaster- 

-General. 
A.R., advice of receipt; annual return. 
A.R.A., Associate of the Royal Academy. 
A.R.A.D., Associate of the Royal Aca¬ 

demy of Dancing. 
A.R.A.M., Associate of the Royal Aca¬ 

demy of Music. 
A.R.C.A., A.R.C.M., A.R.C.O., A.R.C.S., 
Associate of the Royal College of Art, of 
Music, of Organists, of Science. 

Argyl., Argyllshire. 
A.R.I.B.A., Associate of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects. 

A.R.I.C., Associate of the Royal Institute 
of Chemistry. 

A.R.I.C.S., Associate of the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors. 

Ariz., Arizona. 
Ark., Arkansas. 
A.R.P., air-raid precautions. 
arr., arrives etc. 
A.R.S.H., Associate of the Royal Society 
for the Promotion of Health. 

A.R.W.S., Associate of the Royal Society 
of Painters in Water Colours. 

A.S., Anglo-Saxon. 
A/S, anti-submarine. 
Asaph., (Bishop) of St Asaph (see 
Cantuar.). 

A.S.C., American Society of Cinemato¬ 
graphers. 

A.S.E., Amalgamated Society (or Asso¬ 
ciate of the Society) of Engineers. 

A.S.L.E.F., Associated Society of Loco¬ 
motive Engineers & Firemen. 

A.S.L.I.B., Association of Special 
Libraries & Information Bureaux. 

A.S.R.S., Amalgamated Society of Rail¬ 
way Servants. 

A.S.W., anti-submarine warfare. 
Asst, Assistant. 
A.T.A.(S.), Air Transport Auxiliary 

(Service). 
A.T.C., Air Training Corps. 
A.T.S., Auxiliary Territorial Service. 
A.U., Angstrom 'unit. 
A.U.C., ab urbe condita or anno urbis 
conditae (= from, in the year of, the 
founding of the city, i.e. Rome). 

Aug., August. 
a. u.n., absque ulla nota (= unmarked). 
A.V., Authorized Version (of the Bible). 
avdp., avoirdupois. 
A. V.M., Air Vice-Marshal. 
•A.W.O.L., absent without leave. 

B, black (of pencil-lead). 
B., Beatus, -a (= Blessed). 
b. , born; (in cricket) bowled, bye. 
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B.A., Bachelor of Arts; British Aca¬ 
demy. 

B.Agr(ic)., Bachelor of Agriculture. 
B.A.O.R., British Army of the Rhine. 
Bart, Baronet. 
Bart’s, St Bartholomew’s Hospital. 
Bath: & Well:, (Bishop) of Bath & Wells 

(see Cantuar.). 
B.B., Boys’ Brigade. 
BB, BBB, double-, treble-, black (of 
pencil-lead). 

B.B.C., British Broadcasting Corpora¬ 
tion. 

B.C., Battery Commander; before Christ; 
British Columbia. 

B.C.A., Bureau of Current Affairs. 
B.Cb., = Ch.B. 
B.C.L., Bachelor of Civil Law. 
B.Com., Bachelor of Commerce. 
B.D., Bacheler of Divinity. 
Bdr, Bombardier. 
B.D.S., Bachelor of Dental Surgery, 
bds, boards (in bookbinding). 
B.D.S.T., British double summer time. 
B.E., (Order of the) British Empire. 
B.E.A., British European Airways. 
B.Ed., Bachelor of Education. 
Beds., Bedfordshire. 
B.E.F., British Expeditionary Force. 
B.E.M., British Empire Medal. 
B.Eng., Bachelor of Engineering. 
Berks., Berkshire. 
b.f., bloody fool; bold face (type); brought 
forward. 

B.F.B.S., British & Foreign Bible Society, 
b.h.p., brake horse-power. 
B.I.F., British Industries Fair. 
B.L., Bachelor of Law. 
B.Litt., Bachelor of Letters. 
B.M., Bachelor of Medicine. 
B.M.A., British Medical Association. 
B.Mus., Bachelor of Music. 
B.N.C., Brasenose College, Oxford. 
B.O., body odour. 
B.O.A., British Optical Association. 
B.O.A.C., British Overseas Airways Cor¬ 
poration. 

B.O.T., Board of Trade, 
bot, bought. 
B.P., British Pharmacopoeia; British 
Public. 

Bp, Bishop. 
B.Q.M.S., Battery Quartermaster-Ser¬ 
geant. 

B.R., British Railways. 
B.R.C.S., British Red Cross Society, 
brev., brevet. 
Brig.(-Gen.), Brigadier(-General). 
Brit., Britain; British. 
Britt., Brit(t)an{n)iarum (= of the Bri- 
tains, on coins). 

Bros, brothers. 
B.S.A., Birmingham Small Arms (Co.); 
British South Africa. 

B.S.A.A.C., British South American 
Airways Corporation. 

B.Sc., Bachelor of Science. 
b.s.g.d.g., brevete sans garantie du gou- 

vernement (= patented without govern¬ 
ment guarantee). 

B.S.M., Battery Sergeant-Major. 
B.S.I., British Standards Institution. 
B.S.T., British summer time. 
Bt, Baronet. 
B.T.C., British Transport Commission. 
B.Th.U., British thermal unit. 
Bucks., Buckinghamshire. 
B.U.P., British United Press. 
B.V.M., Beata Virgo Maria ( = the Blessed 
Virgin Mary). 

B.W.I., British West Indies. 
B. W.T.A., British Women’s Temperance 
Association. 

C, centum (= 100). 
C., Centigrade. 
c., caught; cent(s); century; chapter; 

(c.) circa; circiter; colt; cubic. 
C.A., Chartered Accountant (Sc.). 
C.A.B., citizens’ advice bureau; 'Civil 
Aeronautics Board. 

Cal(if)., California. 
Cambs., Cambridgeshire. 
Can., Canada. 
c. & b., caught & bowled. 
Cant., Canticles. 
Cantab., Cantabrigian. 
Cantuar., of Canterbury. (The signature 

of certain bishops consists of their 
Christian name(s) or initial(s) followed 
by an abbreviation of the Latin adj. of 
place; thus Dr Ramsey signs Michael 
Cantuar.). 

cap., caput ( = chapter). 
caps, capital letters. 
Capt., Captain. 
Card., Cardinal. 
Carliol, (Bishop) of Carlisle (see Can¬ 
tuar.). 

C.B., Companion of the Bath; confine¬ 
ment etc. to barracks; counter bombard¬ 
ment. 

C.B.E., Commander of (the Order of) the 
British Empire. 

C.C., Consular Corps; County Council(lor); 
cricket club. 

c.c., cubic centimetre. 
C.C.C., 'Civilian Conservation Corps; 

11 Corpus Christ! College, Cambridge. 
C.C.S., casualty clearing station; Ceylon 

Civil Service. 
C.D., Civil Defence; Contagious Diseases 

(Acts). 
c.d., c.div., cum dividend. 
Cdr, Commander. 
c.d.v., carte de visile ( = visiting-card). 
C.E., Church of England ; Civil Engineer. 
C.E.A., Central Electricity Authority. 
Cels., Celsius. 
C.E.M.A., Council for the Encourage¬ 
ment of Music & the Arts (now Arts 
Council of Great Britain). 

C.E.M.S., Church of England Men’s 
Society. 

Cent., Centigrade. 
cent., century. 
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Cestr., (Bishop) of Chester (see Cantuar.). 
C.E.T.S., Church of England Temperance 
Society. 

C.F., Chaplain to the Forces. 
cf., confer (= compare). 
eg., centigram. 
C.G.M., Conspicuous Gallantry Medal. 
C.G.S., centimetre, gramme, second (as 
elements in a system of scientific measure¬ 
ment) ; Chief of the General Staff. 

C.G.T., Confederation Generals du Travail 
(F, = General Confederation of Labour). 

C.H., Companion of Honour. 
ch., chap., chapter. 
Chas, Charles. 
Ch.B., Chirurgiae Baccalaureus (= 
Bachelor of Surgery). 

Ch. Ch., Christ Church, Oxford. 
C.H.E.L., Cambridge History of English 
Literature. 

Ches., Cheshire. 
Ch.M., Chirurgiae Magister ( = Master of 

Surgery). 
Chron., Chronicles (O.T.). 
C.I., Channel Islands; (Order of the) 
Crown of India. 

Cicestr., (Bishop) of Chichester (see 
Cantuar.). 

C.I.D., Committee for Imperial Defence; 
Criminal Investigation Department. 

C.I.E., Companion of (the Order of) the 
Indian Empire. 

c.i.f., cost, insurance, freight. 
C.I.G.S., Chief of the Imperial General 

Staff. 
C.-in-C., Commander-in-Chief. 
C.I.O., Congress of Industrial Organiza¬ 
tions. 

circ., circa', circiter. 
C.J., Chief Justice. 
cl. , centilitre; class; classical. 
Clar., Clarendon (type). 
cm. , centimetre. 
C.M.A.S., Clergy Mutual Assurance 

Society. 
C.M.B., (certificated by) Central Mid¬ 
wives’ Board; coastal motor-boat. 

Cmd, command paper (with series num¬ 
ber, as Cmd 7957). 

Cmdre, Commodore. 
C.M.G., Companion of (the Order of) St 
Michael & St George. 

Cmnd, = Cmd. 
C.M.S., Church Missionary Society. 
C.N.D., CND, Campaign for Nuclear Dis¬ 
armament. 

C.O., Colonial Office; commanding officer; 
conscientious objector. 

Co., company; county. 
c/o, care of. 
C.O.D., cash on delivery; Concise Oxford 

Dictionary. 
C. of E., Church of England. 
C.O.I., Central Office of Information. 
Col., Colonel; G'olossians (N.T.). 
col., column. 
Coll., College. 
Colo., Colorado. 

Col.-S(er)gt, Colour-Sergeant. 
Conn., Connecticut. 
Cons., Conservative; Consul. 
Co-op., Co-operative Society. 
C.O.P.E.C., COPEC, Conference on 
Politics, Economics, & Citizenship. 

Cor., Corinthians (N.T.). 
Com., Cornwall. 
Corp., Corporal. 
cos, cosine, 
cosec, cosecant. 
cot, cotangent. 
Coy, Company. 
c. p., candle-power, 
cp., compare. 
Cpl, Corporal. 
C.P.O., Chief Petty Officer. 
C.P.R., Canadian Pacific Railway. 
C.P.R.E., Council for the Preservation of 
Rural England. 

C.Q.M.S., Company Quartermaster- 
-Sergeant. 

Cr, Creditor. 
C.R.A., C.R.E., Commander, Royal 
Artillery, Royal Engineers, 

ores., crescendo. 
crim. con., criminal conversation. 
C.R.O., Commonwealth Relations Office. 
C.S.C., Conspicuous Service Cross. 
C.S.C.S., Civil Service Co-operative 
Stores. 

C.S.I., Companion of (the Order of) the 
Star of India. 

C.S.M., Company Sergeant-Major. 
C.T.C., Cyclists’ Touring Club, 
cu., cub., cubic. 
C.U.A.C., C.U.A.F.C., Cambridge Uni¬ 
versity Athletic Club, Association Foot¬ 
ball Club. 

C.U.B.C., C.U.C.C., C.U.D.S., 
C.U.G.C., C.U.H.C., C.U.L.T.C., 
Cambridge University Boat Club, Cricket 
Club, Dramatic Society, Golf Club, 
Hockey Club, Lawn Tenuis Club, 

cum., cumulative. 
Cumb., Cumberland. 
cum d., cum div., cum dividend. 
C.U.P., Cambridge University Press. 
C.U.R.U.F.C., Cambridge University 

Rugby Union Football Club. 
C.V.O., Commander of the Royal Vic¬ 
torian Order. 

C. W.S., Co-operative Wholesale Society, 
cwt, hundredweight. 

d. , date; daughter; dele (= expunge); 
denarius (= penny); departs etc.; 
died. 

d—, damn. 
D. A., District Attorney. 
D.A.A.G., Deputy Assistant Adjutant- 

-General. 
D.A.B., Dictionary of American Bio- 
graphy. 

D.A.D.M.S., D.A.D.O.S., Deputy Assis¬ 
tant Director of Medical, Ordnance, 
Services. 

D.A.G., Deputy Adjutant-General. 
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dag., decagram. 
Dak., Dakota. 
dal. , decalitre. 
dam. , decametre. 
Dan., Daniel (also O.T.). 
D.A.Q.M.G., Deputy Assistant Quarter¬ 
master-General. 

D.B.E., Dame Commander of (the Order 
of) the British Empire. 

D.C., da capo ( = repeat from the begin¬ 
ning; also d.c.); direct current; District 
of Columbia. 

D.C.L., Doctor of Civil Law. 
D.C.L.I., Duke of Cornwall’s Light 
Infantry. 

D.C.M., Distinguished Conduct Medal; 
District Court Martial. 

D.D., Doctor of Divinity; dono dedit 
( = gave as a gift; also d.d.). 

d—d, damned. 
D.D.D., dal, dicat, dedicat (= gives, 
devotes, & dedicates; also d.d.d.). 

D.D.S., Doctor of Dental Surgery. 
D.D.T., dichlor-diphenyl-triclilorethane 

(an insecticide). 
Dec., December, 
deg., degree. 
Del., Delaware, 
del., delineavit (— drew this), 
dep., departs etc. 
dept, department. 
Des. R.C.A., Designer of the Royal Col¬ 

lege of Art. 
Deut., Deuteronomy (O.T.). 
D.F., direction-finder (or -finding). 
D.F.C., D.F.M., Distinguished Flying 
Cross, Medal. 

D.G., Dei gratia (= by the grace of God); 
Dragoon Guards, 

dg., decigram. 
dim., diminuendo; (dim.) diminutive etc. 
dkg., dkl., dkm., decagram, decalitre, 
decametre. 

D.L., Deputy Lieutenant. 
dl. , decilitre. 
D.L.I., Durham Light Infantry. 
D.Lit., Doctor of Literature. 
D.Litt., Doctor of Letters. 
D.M., Doctor of Medicine. 
dm. , decimetre. 
D.M.I., Director of Military Intelligence. 
D.Mus., Doctor of Music, 
d—n, damn. 
D.N.B., Dictionary of National Bio¬ 
graphy, 

do, ditto, 
dol., dohar(s). 
D.O.M., Deo optimo maximo ( = to God 
the best & greatest). 

D.O.R.A., Defence of the Realm Act. 
doz., dozen. 
D.P., displaced person. 
D.P.H., Diploma in Public Health. 
D.Ph(il)., Doctor of Philosophy. 
D.P.I., Director of Public Instruction. 
D.R., dead reckoning; dispatch rider. 
Dr, Debtor; Doctor, 
dr., drachm. 

dram. pers., dramatis personae 
(= characters of the play). 

D.S., dal segno ( = repeat from the mark). 
D.S.C., Distinguished Service Cross. 
D.Sc., Doctor of Science. 
D.S.M., D.S.O., Distinguished Service 
Medal, Order. 

d. t(s)., D.T., delirium tremens. 
Dunelm., (Bishop) of Durham (see 
Cantuar.). 

D.Th(eol)., Doctor of Theology. 
D. V., Deo volenle ( = God willing), 
dwt, pennyweight. 
dyn(am)., dynamics. 

E. , East (as compass point, & as London 
postal district); Egyptian (in £E); 
Engineering. 

E. & O. E., errors & omissions excepted. 
E.B., Encyclopaedia Britanniea. 
E. by N., E by N, East by North. 
Ebor., (Archbishop) of York (see Can¬ 
tuar.). 

E. by S., E by S, East by South. 
E.C., East Central (London postal district). 
E.C.A., Economic Co-operation Ad¬ 
ministration (now M.S.A.). 

Eccles., Ecclesiastes (O.T.). 
Ecclus, Ecclesiasticus (Apocr.). 
E.C.U., English Church Union. 
Ed., Edward, 
ed., editor etc. 
E.D.C., European Defence Community. 
E.D.D., English Dialect Dictionary. 
Edin., Edinburgh. 
Edm., Edmund. 
E.D.S., English Dialect Society. 
Edvv., Edward. 
E.E.C., European Economic Community. 
E.E.T.S., Early English Text Society. 
E.F.T.A., Ef'ta, European Free Trade 

Association. 
e. g., exempli gratia ( = for example). 
E.I.S., Educational Institute of Scotland. 
E. long., East longitude. 
E.M.F., electromotive force. 
E.N.E., ENE, East-north-east. 
ENSA, Entertainments National Service 
Association; also En'sa. 

ent. Sta. Hall, entered at Stationers’ Hall. 
E.P., electroplate. 
Eph., Ephesians (N.T.). 
E.P.N.S., electroplated nickel silver. 
E.P.T., excess profits tax. 
E.R., Elizabeth Regina (= Queen Eliza¬ 
beth); East Riding (of Yorkshire). 

E.R.P., European Recovery Programme. 
E.S.E., ESE, East-south-east. 
Esq., Esquire. 
Esth., Esther (O.T.). 
E.T.A., estimated time of arrival, 
etc., ct cetera. 
et seq., et seqq., et sq., et sqq., et 
sequentia ( = and what follows). 

E.T.U., Electrical Trades Union. 
E.W.O., Essential Work Order. 
exc., except; excudit (= engraved this). 
ex div., ex dividend. 
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Exod., Exodus (O.T.). 
Exon., (Bishop) of Exeter (see Cantuar.). 
exor(3), executor(s). 
exrx, executrix. 
Ezek., Ezekiel (O.T.). 

F, fine (of pencil-lead); French. 
F., Fahrenheit. 
f., feet; feminine; filly; folio; foot; 
franc(s); free ; from. 

f, forte ( = loud). 
F.A., Football Association. 
F.A.A., Fleet Air Arm. 
f.a.a., free of all average. 
Fahr., Fahrenheit. 
F.A.I., Fellow of the Chartered Auc¬ 
tioneers’ & Estate Agents’ Institute. 

F.A.N.Y., First Air Nursing Yeomanry. 
F.A.O., Food & Agriculture Organiza¬ 
tion. 

f.a.s., free alongside ship. 
F.B.A., Fellow of the British Academy. 
F.B.I., "Federal Bureau of Investigation; 

II Federation of British Industries. 
F.B.O.A., Fellow of the British Optical 
Association. 

F.C., Football Club. 
F.C.A., Fellow of the Institute of Char¬ 
tered Accountants, 

fcap, fcp, foolscap. 
F.C.I.I., Fellow of the Chartered Insur¬ 
ance Institute. 

F.C.I.S., Fellow of the Chartered Insti¬ 
tute of Secretaries. 

F.C.W.A., Fellow of the Institute of Cost 
& Works Accountants. 

F.D., Fidei Defensor (= Defender of the 
Faith). 

Feb., February. 
fee., fecit or fecerunt ( = made). 
F.E.I.S., Fellow of the Educational 
Institute of Scotland. 

"F.E.R.A., Federal Emergency Relief 
A dministration. 

ff, fortissimo ( = very loud). 
F.F.A.S., Fellow of the Faculty of Archi¬ 
tects & Surveyors, 

f.g.a., free of general average. 
F.G.C.M., field general court-martial. 
F.G.S., Fellow of the Geological Society. 
F.H., fire hydrant. 
F.I.A., Fellow of the Institute of Actu¬ 
aries. 

F.I.A.T., Fabbrica Ttaliana Automobili 
Torino (= Italian automobile factory, 
Turin). 

F.I.R., Fellow of the Institute of Bankers. 
Fid. Def., = F.D. 
fi. fa., fieri facias ( = see it is done), 
fig., figure. 
F.I.J., Fellow of the Institute of Journal¬ 
ists. 

F.I.M.T.A., Fellow of the Institute of 
Municipal Treasurers & Accountants. 

fin., ad fine.m ( = towards the end). 
F.Inst.P., Fellow of the Institute of 
Physics. 

/.I., falsa lectio (= false reading). 

fl., florin(s); floruit ( = flourished). 
Fla, Florida. 
flor., floruit ( = flourished). 
F.L.S., Fellow of the Linnean Society. 
FIt-Lt, -Sgt, Flight-Lieutenant, -Ser¬ 
geant. 

F.M., Field-Marshal. 
F.O., Flying Officer; Foreign Office. 
fo, folio. 
f.o.b., free on board. 
f.o.r., free on rail. 
F.P., field punishment; fire plug; former 

pupil. 
fp, forte-piano ( = loud, then soft). 
F.P.S., Fellow of the Pharmaceutical 
Society. 

Fr, Father. 
Fr., French. 
fr., franc(s). 
F.R.A.D., Fellow of the Royal Academy 

of Dancing. 
F.R.A.M., Fellow of tho Royal Academy 

of Music. 
F.R.A.S., Fellow of the Royal Astrono¬ 
mical Society. 

F.R.C.M., F.R.C.O., F.R.C.P.(E.), 
Fellow of the Royal College of Music, 
of Organists, of Physicians (of Edin¬ 
burgh). 

F.R.C.S.(E.), Fellow of the Royal Col¬ 
lege of Surgeons (of Edinburgh). 

F.R.G.S., Fellow of the Royal Geo¬ 
graphical Society. 

Fri., Friday. 
F.R.I.B.A., Fellow of the Royal Insti¬ 
tute of British Architects. 

F.R.I.C., Fellow of the Royal Institute of 
Chemistry. 

F.F .I.C.S., Fellow of the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors. 

Frl., Fraulein (= Miss). 
F.R.P.S., Fellow of the Royal Photo¬ 
graphic Society. 

F.R.S., Fellow of the Royal Society. 
F.R.S.A., F.R.S.E., Fellow of the Royal 

Society of Arts, of Edinburgh. 
F.R.S.G.S., Fellow of the Royal Scottish 
Geographical Society. 

F.R.S.H., Fellow of the Royal Society for 
the Promotion of Health. 

F.R.S.L., F.R.S.S., Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Literature, of the Royal 
Statistical Society. 

F.S., Fleet Surgeon. 
F.S.A., Fellow of the Society of Anti¬ 
quaries, of Arts. 

F.S.E., Fellow of the Society of Engin¬ 
eers. 

F.S.M.C., Freeman of the Spectacle 
Makers’ Company. 

F.S.R., Field Service Regulations. 
F.S.S., Fellow of the Statistical Society. 
F.S.S.U., Federated Superannuation 
System for Universities. 

ft, feet; foot. 
fur., furlong. 
F.W.A., Family Welfare Association. 
F.Z.S., Fellow of the Zoological Society. 
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g. , guinea. 
Ga, Georgia. 
Gal., Galatians (N.T.). 
gal., gallon(s). 
G.A.T.T., General Agreement on Tariffs 

& Trade. 
G.B., Great Britain. 
G.B.E., Knight (or Dame) Grand Cross 

(of the Order) of the British Empire. 
G.B.S., George Bernard Shaw. 
G.C., George Cross. 
G.C.A., ground-control(led) approach (of 
aircraft). 

G.C.B., Knight Grand Cross of the 
Bath. 

G.C.E., General Certificate of Education. 
G.C.F., greatest common factor. 
G.C.I.E., Knight Grand Commander (of 
the Order) of the Indian Empire. 

G.C.M., general court-martial; greatest 
common measure. 

G.C.M.G., Knight Grand Cross (of the 
Order) of St Michael & St George. 

G.C.S.I., Knight Grand Commander (of 
the Order) of the Star of India. 

G.C.V.O., Knight Grand Cross of the 
(Royal) Victorian Order. 

Gen., General; Genesis (O.T.). 
Geo., George. 
Ger., German. 
G.G., Grenadier Guards. 
G.H.Q., General Headquarters. 
*G.I., government issue; (colloq.) enlisted 
man. 

Gib., Gibraltar. 
Glam., Glamorganshire. 
Glos., Gloucestershire. 
G.M., George Medal, 
gm., gramme(s). 
G.M.C., General Medical Council. 
G.M.T., Greenwich mean time. 
G.O.C.(-in-C.), General Officer Com- 
manding(-in-Chief). 

G.O.M., grand old man. 
G.P., general practitioner (doctor). 
G.P.I., general paralysis of the insane. 
G.P.O., General Post Office. 
G.R., general reserve; Georgius Rex (= 
King George). 

gr. , grain(s); grammar. 
Grad. Inst. P., Graduate of the Institute 
of Physics. 

G.S., general service. 
gs, guineas. 
G. S.O., General Staff Officer, 
gym., gymnasium; gymnastics. 

H, hard (of pencil-lead). 
h. , hour(s). 
H.A.A., heavy anti-aircraft. 
Hab., Habakkuk (O.T.). 
H.A.C., Honourable Artillery Company. 
Hag., Ilaggai (O.T.). 
h. & c., hot & cold (water). 
Hants, Hampshire. 
HB, hard black (of pencil-lead). 
H.B.M., Her (or His) Britannic Majesty. 
II.C. (B.), House of Commons (Bill). 

H.C.F., highest common factor. 
H.C.S., Home Civil Service. 
H.E., high explosive; His Excellency. 
Heb., Hebrew; Hebrews (N.T.). 
hectog., hectol., hectom., hectogram, 
hectolitre, hectometre. 

Herts., Hertfordshire, 
hf bd, half-bound, 
hf cf, half-calf. 
H.G., High German (also HG); His (or 
Her) Grace; Holy Ghost; Home Guard; 
Horse Guards, 

hg., hectogram. 
H.H., His (or Her) Highness; His Holiness 

(the Pope). 
HH, double-hard (of pencil-lead), 
hhd, hogshead. 
HHH, treble-hard (of pencil-lead). 
H.I.H., H.I.M., His (or Her) Imperial 
Highness, Majesty. 

H.K., House of Keys (Isle of Man). 
H.L., House of Lords, 
hi., hectolitre. 
H.L.I., Highland Light Infantry. 
H.M., Her (or His) Majesty. 
hm. , hectometre. 
H.M.A.S., H.M.C.S., Her (or His) 
Majesty’s Australian, Canadian, Ship. 

H.M.I.(S.), Her (or His) Majesty’s In¬ 
spector (of Schools). 

H.M.S., H.M.T., Her (or His) Majesty’s 
Ship, Trawler. 

H.O., Home Office; hostilities only, 
ho., house. 
Hon., Honorary; Honourable. 
Hon. Sec., Honorary Secretary. 
Hcs., Hosea (O.T.). 
h.p., half-pay; high pressure; hire pur¬ 
chase; horse-power. 

H.Q., Headquarters, 
hr, hour. 
H.R.H., His (or Her) Royal Highness, 
hrs, horns. 
H.S.E., hie sepultus est ( = here is buried). 
H.S.H., His (or Her) Serene Highness, 
h.t., high tension, 
ht vvt, hit wicket. 
Hunts., Huntingdonshire. 
h. w., hit wicket. 
H. W.M., high-water mark. 
Hy, Henry. 

I. , Idaho; Island(s). 
I.A., Indian Army, 
la, Iowa. 
I.A.T.A., International Air Transport 
Association, 

ib., ibid., ibidem. 
i/c, in charge. 
I.G.B.M., inter-continental ballistic mis¬ 

sile. 
I.C.I., Imperial Chemical Industries. 
I.C.S., Indian Civil Service. 
id. , idem. 
I.D.B., illicit diamond-buying. 
I.E., (Order of the) Indian Empire. 
i. e., id est. 
i.h.p., indicated horse-power. 
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IHS (Bee dictionary). 
Ill., Illinois. 
I.L.O., International Labour Organiza¬ 
tion. 

I.L.P., Independent Labour Party. 
I.M.S., Indian Medical Service, 
in., inch(es). 
lnc. , Incorporated, 
incog., incognito. 
lnd. , India(n); Indiana. 
inf., infra. 
init., initio. 
I.N.R.I., Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum 
(= Jesus of Nazareth, King of the 
Jews). 

inst., instant ( = of the current month), 
int. comb., internal combustion, 
intemat., international, 
inv., invenit, invenerunt. 
I. of M., I. of W., Isle of Man, of Wight. 
I.O.G.T., International Order of Good 
Templars. 

I.O.M., Isle of Man. 
IOU (see dictionary). 
I.O.W., Isle of Wight. 
I.Q., intelligence quotient. 
i.q., idem quod. 
I.R.A., I.R.B., Irish Republican Army, 
Brotherhood. 

I.R.B.M., intermediate-range ballistic 
missile. 

I.R.O., International Refugee Organiza¬ 
tion. 

Is., Isaiah (also Isa.); Island. 
I.S.O., Imperial Service Order. 
I.'T. A.,Independent Television Authority. 
it(al)., italic (type). 
I.W., Isle of Wight. 
I.W.T.(D.), Inland Water Transport 
(Department). 

I. W.W., Industrial Workers of the World. 

J. , Judge; Justice. 
J.A., Judgo Advocate. 
J.A.G., Judge Advocate-General. 
Jam., Jamaica; James (N.T.). 
Jan., January. 
Jas, James. 
J.C., Justico Clerk. 
Jer., Jeremiah, 
jn, junction. 
Jno., John. 
Jon., Jonathan. 
Jos., Joseph. 
Josh., Joshua (also O.T.). 
J.P., Justice of the Peace. 
Jr, junior. 
J. T.C., Junior Training Corps (in schools). 
Jud., Judith (Apocr.). 
Judg., Judges (O.T.). 
jun., junior. 

Kan., Kansas. 
K. B., King’s Bench. 
K.B.E., Knight Commander (of the 

Order) of the British Empire. 
K.C., King’s Collego; King’s Counsel; 

Knight(s) of Columbus. 

kc., kilocycle(s). 
K.C.B., K.C.I.E., K.C.M.G., K.C.S.I., 
K.C.V.O., Knight Commander of the 
Bath, (of the Order) of the Indian 
Empire, (of the Order) of St Michael 
& St George, of the Star of India, of 
the (Royal) Victorian Order. 

K.G., Knight (of the Order) of the Garter. 
kg., kilogram. 
K.H.C., K.H.P., K.H.S., Honorary 
Chaplain, Physician, Surgeon, to the 
King. 

♦K.K.K., Ku Klux Klan. 
kl. , kilolitre. 
km. , kilometre. 
Knt, Knight. 
K.O., knock-out. 
K.O.S.B., K.O.Y.L.I., King’s Own 
Scottish Borderers, Yorkshire Light 
Infantry. 

K.P., Knight (of the Order) of St Patrick. 
K.R., King’s Regulations. 
K.R.R.C., King’s Royal Rifle Corps. 
K.S., King’s Scholar. 
K.S.L.I., King’s Shropshire Light In¬ 
fantry. 

K.T., Knight (of the Order) of the 
Thistle; Knight Templar. 

Kt, Knight. 
kv. , kilovolt. 
kw. , kW., kilowatt. 
Ky, Kentucky. 

L, Latin; learner (on motor vehicle); 
Roman numeral = 50. 

L., Liberal. 
I., left; libra(e) = pound(s); line; lira; 
lire; litre(s). 

La, Louisiana. 
L.A.A., light anti-aircraft. 
Lab., Labour; Labrador. 
L.A.C., leading aircraftman; London 
Athletic Club. 

Lam., Lamentations (O.T.). 
Lancs., Lancashire. 
Lat., Latin, 
lat., latitude, 
l.b., leg-bye. 
lb., libra(e) = pound(s) in weight. 
L.-Bdr, Lance-Bombardier, 
l.b.w., leg before wicket. 
L.C., left centre (of stage). 
l.c., loco citato; lower case (of print). 
L.C.C., London County Council. 
L.C.J., Lord Chief Justice. 
L.C.M., lowest common multiple. 
L.C.P., Licentiate of the College of Pre¬ 
ceptors. 

L.-Cpl, Lance-Corporal. 
Ld, limited; Lord. 
L.D.S., Licentiate in Dental Surgery. 
L.E.A., Local Education Authority. 
Leics., Leicestershire. 
Lev., Leviticus (O.T.). 
L.F.A.S., Licentiate of the Faculty of 
Architects & Surveyors. 

L.G., Life Guards. 



1533 

L.G.U., Ladies’ Golf Union. 
Lib., Liberal. 
Lieut., Lieutenant. 
Lieut.-Col., -Gen., -Gov., Lieutenant- 

-Colonel, -General, -Governor. 
L.I.F.O., L.I.L.O., last in first out, last in 
last out (stock valuation). 

Lines., Lincolnshire. 
Linn., Linnaeus. 
Lit. Hum., literae humaniores. 
Litt.D., literarum doctor. 
Liv., Livy. 
L.J., Lord Justice. 
L.JJ., Lords Justices. 
11., lines. 
LL.B., legum baccalaureus ( = Bachelor of 

Laws). 
LL.D., legum doctor (= Doctor of Laws). 
L.M.S., London Missionary Society, 
loc. cit., loco citato. 
log., logarithm; logic. 
Londin., London., (Bishop) of London 

(see Cantuar.). 
long., longitude. 
loq., loquitur. 
l.p., large paper; long-playing (record; 

also L.P.); long primer; low pressure. 
L.R.A.D., Licentiate of the Royal Aca¬ 

demy of Dancing. 
L.R.A.M., Licentiate of the Royal Aca¬ 

demy of Music. 
L.R.C., Leander, London, Rowing Club. 
L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S., Licentiate of the 

Royal College of Physicians, Surgeons, 
l.s., locus sigilli (= the place of the 

seal). 
L.S.D., = £. s. d.; Lightermen, Steve¬ 

dores, & Dockers; lysergic acid diethylo- 
mide. 

L.S.O., London Symphony Orchestra. 
Lt, Lieutenant. 
l.t., landed terms; low tension. 
L.T.A., Lawn Tennis Association; Lon¬ 

don Teachers’ Association. 
L.T.C., Lawn Tenuis Club. 
Lt-Col., Lt-Cdr, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

-Commander. 
Ltd, Limited. 
Lt-Gen., Lt-Gov., Lieutenant-General, 

-Governor. 
L.W.M., low-water mark. 
LXX, Septuagint. 
£, libra(e) ( = pounds sterling). 
£E, pounds Egyptian. 
£. s. d. (see dictionary). 
£T, pounds Turkish. 

M., Monsieur. 
m., maiden (over); male; mark(s) (coin); 
married; masculine; metre(s); mile(s); 
million(s); minute(s). 

M.A., Master of Arts; Military Aca¬ 
demy. 

M.A.B., Metropolitan Asylums Board. 
Macc., Maccabees (Apocr.). 
Maj., Major; Maj.-Gen., Major-General. 
Mai., Malachi (O.T.). 

Man., Manitoba (also Mariit.). 
Mancun., (Bishop) of Manchester (see 
Cantuar.). 

M. & B., initials of manufacturers (May 
& Baker) used as name of therapeutic 
drug (also M. & B. 693). 

Mar., March. 
Mass., Massachusetts. 
matric., matriculation. 
Matt., Matthew. 
M.B., medicinae baccalaureus (= Bachelor 

of Medicine). 
M.B.E., Member (of the Order) of the 

British Empire. 
M.Brit.I.R.E., Member of the British 
Institution of Radio Engineers. 

M.C., Master of Ceremonies; Member of 
Congress (or Council); Military Cross. 

M.C.C., Marylebone Cricket Club. 
M.Cfa., magister chirurgiae (= Master of 
Surgery). 

M.D., medicine doctor (= Doctor of 
Medicine); mentally deficient. 

Md, Maryland. 
Me, Maine; Maitre (French advocate’s 
title). 

mem., memento ( = remember). 
memo., memorandum. 
Messrs (see messieurs). 
met., meteorology etc. 
Met.R., Metropolitan Railway (London). 
Metro., Metropolitan Railway (Paris). 
mf, mezzo forte ( = half loud). 
M.F.H., Master of Foxhounds. 
m.g., machine gun. 
mg. , milligram(s). 
Mgr, Monseigneur; Monsignor (pi. Mgri). 
M.I., Military Intelligence (M.I.5, branch 
dealing with security & counter-espionage 
in Britain); Mounted Infantry. 

Mic., Micah (O.T.). 
M.I.C.E., Member of the Institution of 

Civil Engineers. 
Mich., Michaelmas; Michigan. 
M.I. J., Member of the Institute of Journal- 
ists. 

Milt., Milton. 
M.I.Mech.E., M.I.Mun.E., Member of 
the Institution of Mechanical, Municipal, 
Engineers. 

Minn., Minnesota. 
misc., miscellaneous; miscellany. 
Miss., Mississippi. 
M.I.T., Massachusetts Institute of Tech¬ 
nology. 

mk. mark (coin). 
ml. , millilitre(s). 
M.L.A., Member of the Legislative 
Assembly; Modern Languages Associa¬ 
tion. 

M.L.F., multilateral (nuclear) force. 
Mile, Mademoiselle (pi. Miles). 
M.L.N.S., Ministry of Labour & National 
Service. 

M.M., Military Medal. 
MM., Messieurs. 
mm. , millimetre(s). 
Mme, Madame (pi. Mmes). 



M.Mus., Master of Music. 
M.N., Merchant Navy. 
M.N.I., Ministry of National Insurance. 
M.O., mass observation; Medical Officer; 
money order. 

Mo., Missouri. 
Mods, Moderations (Oxf. Univ.). 
M.O.H., Medical Officer of Health; Minis¬ 
try of Health. 

Mon., Monday; Monmouthshire. 
Mont., Montana. 
M.O.W.B., Ministry of Works & Pubic 
Buildings. 

M.P., Member of Parliament; military 
police. 

mp, mezzo piano (= half soft). 
m. p.g., m.p.h., miles per gallon, per hour. 
M.P.N.I., MPNI, Ministry of Pensions 

and National Insurance. 
M.P.S., Member of the Pharmaceutical 

(or Philological or Physical) Society. 
M.R., Master of the Rolls; municipal 
reform(er). 

Mr (see mister). 

M.R.B.M., medium-range ballistic missile. 
M.R.C.P. (E., I.), Member of the Royal 

College of Physicians (of Edinburgh, of 
Ireland). 

M.R.C.S. (E., I.), Member of the Royal 
College of Surgeons (of Edinburgh, of 
Ireland). 

M.R.C.V.S., Member of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. 

M.R.G.S., Member of the Royal Geo¬ 
graphical Society. 

Mrs (see dictionary). 
M.R.S.H., Member of the Royal Society 
for the Promotion of Health. 

MS., manuscript. 
M.S.A., Mutual Security Agency (replac¬ 
ing E.C.A.). 

M.Sc., Master of Science. 
M.S.E., Member of the Society of Engi¬ 
neers. 

M.S.L., mean sea-level. 
M.S.M., Meritorious Service Medal. 
MSS., manuscripts. 
M.T., Mechanical (or Motor) Transport. 
Mt, Mount. 
M.T.B., motor torpedo-boat. 
M.T.P.I., Member of the Town Planning 
Institute. 

Mus.B(ac)., Mus.D(oc)., Mus.M., 
mxisicae baccalaureus, doctor, magister 
( = Bachelor, Doctor, Master, of Music). 

M.V., motor vessel; (also m.v.) muzzle 
velocity. 

M.V.O., Member of the (Royal) Victorian 
Order. 

M. W.B., Metropolitan Water Board. 
Mx, Middlesex. 

N. , Nationalist; Navigator; New; North 
(as compass point, & as London postal 
district). 

n. , neuter; nominative; noon; noun. 
N.A.A.F.I., Navy, Army, & Air Force 
Institute(s) (also Naafl, pr. naf'I). 
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Nah., Nahum (O.T.). 
N.A.L.G.O., National & Local Govern¬ 
ment Officers’ Association (also Nal'go). 

N.A.S., National Association of School¬ 
masters. 

N.A.S.D., National Amalgamated Steve¬ 
dores & Dockers. 

Nat., Nathaniel; National(ist). 
N.A.T.O., North Atlantic Treaty Organ¬ 
ization (also Nai'o). 

NATSOPA, National Association of 
Operative Printers & Assistants. 

N.B., New Brunswick; North Britain; 
nota bene. 

n.b., no ball (Cricket). 
N. by E., N by E, North by East. 
N.B.G., n.b.g., no bloody good. 
N. by W., N by W, North by West. 
N.C., North Carolina. 
N.C.B., National Coal Board. 
N.C.C.V.D., National Council for Com¬ 
bating Venereal Diseases. 

N.C.O., non-commissioned officer. 
N.C.U., National Cyclists’ Union, 
n.d., no date; not dated. 
N.Dak., North Dakota. 
N.D.G., National Defence Contribution. 
N.E., NE, North-east(em). 
N.E. by E., NE by E, N.E. by N., NE 
by N, North-east by East, by North. 

Neb(r)., Nebraska. 
N.E.D., New English Dictionary (=O.E.D.). 
N.E.D.C., National Economic Develop¬ 
ment Council (colloq. Nedd'y). 

Neh., Nchemiah (O.T.). 
nem. con., nem. dis(s)., nemine contra- 

dicente, dissentiente. 
Nev., Nevada. 
N.F., Newfoundland; Norman French. 
N.F.S., National Fire Service. 
N.F.U., National Farmers’ Union. 
N.H., New Hampshire. 
N.H.I., National Health Insurance, 
n.h.p., nominal horse-power. 
N.H.S., National Health Service. 
N.I.C., National Incomes Commission 

(colloq. Nick'y). 
N.J., New Jersey. 
N.L., National Liberal; north latitude 

(also N.lat.). 
N.L.C., N.L.F., National Liberal Club, 

Federation. 
N.Mex., New Mexico. 
N.N.E., NNE, North-north-east. 
N.N.W., NNW, North-north-west. 
N.O., natural order, 
n.o., not out (Cricket). 
N°, numero ( = in number); number. 
N.O.D., Naval Ordnance Department. 
N.O.I.C., Naval Officer in charge, 
nom., nominal. 
non-com., non-commissioned officer. 
non-U, not upper-class. 
Northants., Northamptonshire. 
Northumb., Northumberland. 
Norvic., (Bishop) of Norwich (see 
Cantuar.). 

Nos, nos, numbers. 
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Notts., Nottinghamshire. 
Nov., November. 
N.P., Notary Public. 
n.p., net personalty; new paragraph. 
n.p. or d., no place or date. 
N.R., Northern Rhodesia; North Riding 

(of Yorkshire), 
nr, near. 
N.R.A., ’National Recovery Administra¬ 
tion; National Rifle Association. 

N.S., new series; new style; Nova Scotia, 
n.s., not sufficient (funds to meet cheque). 
N.S.A., National Skating Association. 
N.S.P.C.G., National Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children. 

N.S.W., New South Wales. 
N.T., New Testament; Northern Territory 

(Australia). 
N.U.G.M.W., National Union of General 

& Municipal Workers. 
N.U.M., National Union of Mineworkers. 
Num., Numbers (O.T.). 
N.U.R., N.U.S.E.C., N.U.T., National 
Union of Railwaymen, of Societies for 
Equal Citizenship, of Teachers. 

N.W., NW, North-west; North-western 
(London postal district). 

N.W. by N., NW by N, N.W. by W., 
NW by W, North-west by North, by 
West. 

N.W. Prov., North-west Provinces 
(India). 

N.W.T., North-west Territories (Canada). 
N.Y.(C.), New York (City). 
N. Z., New Zealand. 

O. , observer; Ohio. 
O.A.S., on active service; Organization of 
American States, 

ob., obiit. 
Obad., Obadiah (O.T.). 
obdt, obedient. 
O.B.E., Officer of the (Order of the) 
British Empire. 

ob.s.p., obiit sine prole (= died without 
issue). 

O.C., Officer Commanding. 
Oct., October, 
oct., octavo. 
O.C.T.U., Officer Cadets Training Unit 

(also Oc'tu). 
O.E.C.D., Organization for European 
Co-operation & Development (formerly 
O.E.E.C.). 

O.E.D., Oxford English Dictionary. 
O.E.E.C., Organization for European 
Economic Co-operation. 

O.F.C., Overseas Food Corporation. 
O.F.M., Order of Friars Minor. 
O.F.S., Orange Free State. 
O.H.M.S., on Her (or His) Majesty’s 
Service. 

O.K., all correct. 
Okla, Oklahoma. 
Ol., Olympiad. 
O.M., Order of Merit. 
Ont., Ontario. 
O.P., observation post; (also o.p.) 

opposite prompt (side, in theatre); 
Ordinis Praedicatorum (= of the Order 
of Preachers, i.e. Dominicans). 

o. p., out of print; over proof, 
op., opus. 
op. cit., opere citato (= in the work 
quoted), 

opp., opposite. 
O.R., other ranks. 
ord., ordained; order; ordinary. 
Ore(g)., Oregon. 
O.S., old series; old style; ordinary sea¬ 
man ; Ordnance Survey; outsize. 

O.S.A., O.S.B., O.S.D., O.S.F., of tho 
Order of St Augustine, Benedict, Do¬ 
minic, Francis. 

O.T., Old Testament. 
O.T.C., Officers’ Training Corps. 
O.U.A.C., O.U.A.F.C., O.U.B.C., 
O.U.C.C., Oxford University Athletic, 
Association Football, Boat, Cricket, 
Club. 

O.U.D.S., Oxford University Dramatic 
Society. 

O.U.G.C., O.U.H.C., O.U.L.T.C., Ox¬ 
ford University Golf, Hockey, Lawn 
Tennis, Club. 

O.U.P., Oxford University Press. 
O. U.R.F.C., Oxford University Rugby 
Football Club. 

Oxf., Oxford. 
Oxon., (Bishop) of Oxford (see Cantuar.); 

Oxfordshire; Oxford University, 
oz, ounce(s). 

P. , (car) park; pawn (Chess); pedestrian 
(crossing). 

p. , page; particle; past; perch. 
p, piano. 
P.A., Press Association, 
p.a., per annum. 
Pa, Pennsylvania. 
P. & O., Peninsular & Oriental (Steam¬ 
ship Co.), 

par., paragraph. 
P.A.Y.E., pay as you earn. 
Paym.(-Gen.), Paymaster-General). 
P.B., Prayer Book. 
P.B.I., poor bloody infantry. 
P.C., police constable; postcard; Privy 
Council(lor). 

p.c., per cent; postcard, 
pd, paid. 
pdr, -pounder (of fish, gun, etc.). 
P.D.S.A., People’s Dispensary for Sick 

Animals. 
p.e., personal estate. 
P.E.N., (International Association of) 
Poets, Playwrights, Editors, Essayists, 
& Novelists. 

pen(in)., peninsula. 
Penn., Penna, Pennsylvania. 
P.E.P., Political & Economic Planning. 
per prosper procurationem ( = by proxy). 
Pet., Peter (N.T.). 
Petriburg., (Bishop) of Peterborough 

(see Cantuar.). 
P.F., Procurator Fiscal. 
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pf, piano forte ( = soft, then loud). 
*p.f.c., private first class. 
P.G., paying guest. 
P.G.A., Professional Golfers’ Association. 
Ph.B., Ph.D., philosophiae baccalaureus, 
doctor (= Bachelor, Doctor, of Philo¬ 
sophy). 

Phil., Philippians (N.T.). 
phot., photograph. 
pinx., pinxit. 
pizss., pizzicato. 
pl„ place; plate; plural. 
P.L.A., Port of London Authority. 
P.M., Prime Minister; Provost-Marshal, 
p.m., post meridiem; post mortem. 
P.M.G., Paymaster-General; Post¬ 
master-General. 

p.m.h., production per man-hour. 
P.M.O., Principal Medical Officer. 
pn.i t, pinxit. 
P.O., Petty Officer; Pilot Officer; postal 
order; Post Office, 

pop., population. 
P.O.S.B., Post Office Savings Bank. 
P.O.W., prisoner of war. 
P.P., parcel post; Parish Priest. 
p. p., past participle; = per pro. 
pp., pages. 
pp, pianissimo. 
P.P.C., pour prendre conge (= to take 
leave). 

P.P.S., Parliamentary Private Secretary; 
post postscriptum ( = further postscript). 

P.R., proportional representation, 
pr, pair; -pounder. 
P.R.A., President of the Royal Academy. 
P.R.B., Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood. 
Preb., Prebendary. 
Pref., Preface. 
pref., preference etc.; prefix. 
prep., preparation; preposition. 
Pres., President. 
P.R.O., Public Relations Officer. 
Prof., Professor. 
Prol., Prologue, 
prop., proposition. 
pro tern., pro tempore ( = for the time). 
Prov., Proverbs (O.T.). 
pro.r., proximo, 
prox. ace., proxime accessit. 
P.S., police sergeant; postscript; (also 

p.s.) prompt side. 
Ps., Psalms (O.T.). 
P.S.A., Pleasant Sunday Afternoon. 
P.T., physical training. 
Ph part; pint; port. 
Pte, Private (soldier). 
P.T.O., please turn over, 
pty, proprietary. 
Pty Co., Proprietary Company. 
P. W.D., Public Works Department. 
pxt, pinxit. 

Q. , Queen. 
q. , query. 
O-A.I.M.N.S., Queen Alexandra’s Im¬ 
perial Military Nursing Service. 

Q.B., Q.C., Queen’s Bench, Counsel. 

Q.E.D., Q.E.F., Q.E.I., see quod. 

Q.F., quick-firing (gun). 
q.l., quantum libet. 
Q.M., Quartermaster. 
Q.M.G., Q.M.S., Quartermaster-General, 
-Sergeant. 

q.p., quantum placet. 
qr, quarter. 
Q. S., Quarter Sessions. 
q.s., quantum suffleit. 
q.t. (si.), quiet (on the strict q.l., privately, 
avoiding notice). 

qt, quart(s). 
qu. , quasi; query. 
quant, stiff., quantum suffleit. 
Que., Quebec, 
quot., quotation etc. 
q.v., quantum vis (= as much as you 
wish); quod2 vide. 

qy, query. 

R. , R6aumur; Regina; retarder (on time¬ 
piece regulator, = to retard); Rex; 
River. 

R., railway; right; run(s); rupee. 
R.A., Royal Academy (or Academician); 
Royal Artillery. 

R.A.A.F., Royal Australian Air Force; 
Royal Auxiliary Air Force. 

R.A.C., Royal Armoured Corps; Royal 
Automobile Club, 

rad., radical. 
R.A.D.A., Royal Academy of Dramatic 
Art. 

R.A.D.C., R.A.E.C., Royal Army 
Dental, Educational, Corps. 

R.A.F.(V.R.), Royal Air Force (Volun¬ 
teer Reserve). 

R.A.G.C., Royal & Ancient Golf Club, 
St Andrews; also R. & A. 

rail., rallentando. 
R.A.M., Royal Academy of Music. 
R.A.M.C., Royal Army Medical Corps. 
R.A.N., Royal Australian Navy. 
R.A.O.C., R.A.P.C., R.A.S.C., 
R.A.V.C., Royal Army Ordnance, Pay, 
Service, Veterinary, Corps. 

R.B., Rifle Brigade. 
R.B.A., R.B.S., Royal (Society of) 

British Artists, Sculptors. 
R.C., Red Cross; right centre (of stage); 

Roman Catholic. 
R.C.A.F., Royal Canadian Air Force. 
R.C.M., Royal College of Music. 
R.C.M.P., Royal Canadian Mounted 

Police. 
R.C.N., Royal Canadian Navy; Royal 

College of Nursing. 
R.C.N.C., Royal Corps of Naval Con¬ 
structors. 

R.C.O., Royal College of Organists. 
R.C. of Sig., Royal Corps of Signals. 
R.C.P., R.C.S., Royal College of Physi¬ 
cians, of Surgeons. 

R.D., refer to drawer; Royal (Naval 
Reserve) Decoration, 

rd, road. 
R.D.C., Rural District Council. 
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R.E., Royal Engineers, 
reed, received, 
regt, regiment. 
R.E.M.E., Royal Electrical & Mechanical 

Engineers. 
repr., represent etc.; reprinted. 
R. (et) I., Regina (el) Imperatrix ( = Queen 

& Empress); Rex (et) Jmperator ( — King 
& Emperor). 

Rev., Revelation (N.T.); Reverend, 
rev., revolution. 
Revd, Reverend. 
R.F., Royal Fusiliers. 
R.F.C., 'Reconstruction Finance Corpora¬ 
tion ; Rugby Football Club. 

R.G.S., Royal Geographical Society. 
R.H., Royal Highlanders; Royal High¬ 
ness. 

R.H.A., R.H.G., Royal Horse Artillery, 
Guards. 

R.H.S., Royal Horticultural, Humane, 
Society. 

R.I., = R, et I.; Rhode Island; Royal 
Institute (of Painters in Water Colours); 
Royal Institution. 

R.I.A., Royal Irish Academy. 
R.I.B.A., Royal Institute of British 
Architects. 

R.I.C., Royal Irish Constabulary. 
R.I.I.A., Royal Institute of International 

Affairs. 
R.I.P., reqviesca(n)t in pace. 
R.M., Resident Magistrate; Royal Mail; 

Royal Marines. 
R.M.A., Royal Military Academy (Sand¬ 
hurst ; formerly Woolwich). 

R.M.C., Royal Military College (Sand¬ 
hurst; now R.M.A.). 

R.M.L., Royal Mail Lines Ltd. 
R.M.S., Royal Mail Steamer. 
R.N., Royal Navy. 
R.N.C., R.N.D., Royal Naval College, 

Division. 
R.N.L.I., Royal National Lifeboat In¬ 
stitution. 

R.N.(V.)R., Royal Naval (Volunteer) 
Reserve. 

R.N.Z.A.F., R.N.Z.N., Royal New 
Zealand Air Force, Navy. 

Robt, Robert. 
R.O.C., Royal Observer Corps. 
Roffen., (Bishop) of Rochester (see 
Cantuar.). 

Rom., Romans (N.T.). 
rom., roman (type). 
R.P.S., Royal Photographic Society. 
R.Q.M.S., Regimental Quartermaster- 
Sergeant. 

R.R.C., (Lady of the) Royal Red Cross. 
R.S., Royal Scots; Royal Society. 
Rs, rupees. 
R.S.A., Royal Scottish Academy; Royal 
Society of Arts. 

R.S.D., R.S.E., Royal Society of Dublin, 
of Edinburgh. 

R.S.F., Royal Scots Fusiliers. 
R.S.M., Regimental Sergeant-Major. 
R.S.O., railway sub-office. 

R.S.P.C.A., Royal Society for the Pre¬ 
vention of Cruelty to Animals. 

R.S. V.P., rf/pondez s ’il vons plait. 
R.S.W., Royal Scottish Society of Pain¬ 
ters in Water Colours. 

R.T., R/T, radio-telegraphy, -telephony. 
Rt Hon., Right Honourable. 
R.T.O., Railway Transport Officer. 
R.T.R., Royal Tank Regiment. 
Rt Rev., Right Reverend. 
R.T.S., Religious Tract Society. 
R.U., Rugby Union. 
R.U.R., Royal Ulster Rifles. 
R.V., Revised Version (of Bible). 
R.W.S., Royal Socioty of Painters in 
Water Colours. 

Ry, railway. 
R.Y.S., Royal Yacht Squadron. 
R, recipe. 
R, rupee. 
Rs, rupees. 
Rx, tens of rupees. 

S. , Saint; Signor; soprano; South(ern); 
Submarines. 

s., second; shilling; singular; solidus; son. 
S.A., Salvation Army; South Africa; 

(also SA.) Sturmabteilung (= storm de¬ 
tachment ; Nazi party army). 

S.A.A., small arms ammunition. 
Salop, Shropshire. 
Sam., Samuel (O.T.). 
S. & M., (Bishop) of Sodor & Man (see 
Cantuar.). 

Sarum., (Bishop) of Salisbury (see 
Cantuar.). 

Sask., Saskatchewan. 
Sat., Saturday. 
S.A.T.B., soprano, alto, tenor, bass. 
S. by E., S by E, S. by W., S by W, 
South by East, by West. 

S.C., South Carolina; Special Constable. 
sc, scilicet; sculpsit. 
SCAPA, Society for Checking the Abuses 
of Public Advertising, 

s. caps, small capital letters. 
S.C.C., Sea Cadet Corps, 
sch., scholar; school. 
soil., scilicet. 
S.C.M., State Certified Midwife. 
sculps., sculpsit. 
s.d., several dates. 
S.Dak., South Dakota. 
S.E., SE, South-east; South-eastern 
(London postal district). 

S.E.A.T.O., South-east Asia Treaty 
Organization (also Seat'd). 

S.E. by E., SE by E, S.E. by S., SE by 
S, South-east by East, by South. 

Sec., Secretary, 
sec., second, 
sect., section. 
Sen., Senate; Senator; Senior (also 
Senr). 

S.E.N., State Enrolled Nurse. 
Sept., September; Septuagint. 
seq(q)., sequentes, sequentia. 
Sergt, Sergeant. 
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s.f., sub finem. 
sf, sforzando. 
S.F.A., Scottish Football Association, 
s.g., specific gravity. 
s.g.d.g., sans garanlie du gouvernement 

( = without government guarantee). 
Sgt, Sergeant. 
S.H., School House, 
sh., shilling(s). 
S.H.A.P.E., Supreme Headquarters 
Allied Powers in Europe (also Shape), 

s.h.p., shaft horse-power. 
5.1., (Order of the) Star of India. 
S.J., Society of Jesus. 
S.J.A.A., S.J.A.B., St John Ambulance 
Association, Brigade. 

•S.J.C., Supreme Judicial Court. 
S. lat., South latitude. 
S.M., Sergeant-Major; short metre. 
S.M.O., Senior Medical Officer. 
s.m.p., sine mascula prole (= without 

male issue). 
S.N.O., Senior Naval Officer. 
S.O., Staff Officer; Stationery Office; sub- 

office. 
Soc., Socialist; Society. 
S.O.E.D., Shorter Oxford English Dic¬ 
tionary. 

Sol.-Gen., Solicitor-General. 
Som., Somerset. 
Song of Sol., Song of Solomon (O.T.). 
S.O.S. (see dictionary). 
sov., sovs, sovereign(s) (coin). 
S.P., starting price (Betting); stirrup 
pump. 

s.p., sine prole (= without issue). 
S.P.C.K., Society for Promoting Chris¬ 
tian Knowledge. 

S.P.E., Society for Pure English. 
S.P.G., Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel. 

sp. gr., specific gravity. 
S.P.Q.R., senalus po-pulusque Romanvs 
(= the senate & people of Rome); small 
profits & quick returns. 

S.P.R., Society for Psychical Research. 
s.p.s., sine prole superstite (= without 
surviving issue). 

sq. , square. 
sq(q)., seqventes, seqvenlia. 
Sqd(n). Ldr, Squadron Leader. 
S.R., Scottish Rifles; Southern Rhodesia. 
Sr, Senior. 
S.R.N., State Registered Nurse. 
S.R.O., Statutory Rules & Orders. 
S.R.U., Scottish Rugby Union. 
55., Saints. 
5.5., Schuizstaffel ( = protection patrol; 
Nazi police force; also SS.); screw 
steamer; (also s.s.) steamship. 

5.5. A.F.A., Soldiers’, Sailors’, Sc Air¬ 
men’s Families Association. 

5.5. C., Solicitor to the Supreme Court 
(Scotland). 

5.5. E., SSE, South-south-east. 
5.5. J.E., Society of St John the Evange¬ 
list. 

5.5. W., SSW, South-south-west. 
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St, Saint; Strait; Street, 
st., stem ; stone (weight); stumped. 
Staffs., Staffordshire. 
S.T.C., Senior Training Corps (at uni¬ 
versities). 

S.T.D., subscriber trunk dialling (tele¬ 
phony). 

St. Ex(ch)., Stock Exchange, 
stg, sterling. 
S.T.P., sanelae Iheologiae professor (= 
Professor of Sacred Theology), 

str., stroke (oar). 
S.T.S., Scottish Text Society. 
Sts, Saints. 
Sun., Sunday. 
sup., superlative; supra (= above), 
suppl., supplement. 
Supt, Superintendent, 
surg., surgeon; surgery. 
sus. per coll, (see dictionary). 
s. v., sub voce. 
S.W., SW, South-west; South-western 
(London postal district). 

S.W. by S., SW by S, S.W. by W., 
SW by W, South-west by South, by 
West. 

S. Y., steam yacht. 

T. , tenor; Turkish (pounds). 
t. , taken (Betting); ton(s). 
T.A., Territorial Army, 
t. & o., taken & offered. 
T.B., torpedo-boat; tubercle bacillus; 
tuberculosis. 

T.B.D., torpedo-boat destroyer. 
T.C., Town Council(lor). 
T.C.D., Trinity College, Dublin. 
T.D., Teacht Dala (= Deputy of Dail); 
Territorial (Officer’s) Decoration, 

t.e.g., top edgc(s) gilt. 
temp, (see dictionary). 
Tenn ., Tennessee. 
Tex., Texas. 
T.F., Territorial Force. 
T.G.W.U., Transport & General Workers’ 
Union. 

Thess., Thessalonians (N.T.). 
Thos, Thomas. 
Thurs., Thursday. 
T.H.W.M., Trinity high-water mark. 
T.I.H., Their Imperial Highnesses. 
Tim., Timothy (N.T.). 
Tit., Titus (N.T.). 
T.N.T., trinitrotoluene. 
T.O., Transport Officer; turn over. 
Toe H (see dictionary). 
T.R.C., Thames Rowing Club. 
Treas., Treasurer. 
T.R.H., Their Royal Highnesses, 
trs., transpose. 
Truron., (Bishop) of Truro (see Cantuar.). 
T.S.H., Their Serene Highnesses. 
T.S.O., town sub-office. 
T.S.S.A., Transport Salaried Staffs 
Association. 

T.T., teetotaller; Tourist Trophy; tuber¬ 
culin tested. 

T.U., Trade Union. 



T.U.C., Trades Union Congress. 
Tues., Tuesday. 
TV, T.V., television. 
T.V.A., Tennessee Valley Authority. 
T.W.A., Trans World Airlines. 
12mo, duodecimo. 
T. Y.C., Thames Yacht Club. 

U. , universal (i.e. for everyone, referring 
to cinema picture); uppor-class. 

U.A.B., Unemployment Assistance Board. 
U.A.R., United Arab Republic, 
u.c., upper case (of print). 
U.D.C., Urban District Council. 
U.K.(A.), United Kingdom (Alliance). 
lilt., ultimo. 
U.N., United Nations. 
U.N.E.S.C.O., United Nations Educa¬ 
tional, Scientific, & Cultural Organiza¬ 
tion (also Unes'co). 

Univ., University. 
U.N.O., United Nations Organization 

(also Uno). 
U.N.R.R.A., United Nations Relief & 
Rehabilitation Administration (also 
UNRRA, Unrra, pr. On'rah). 

U.P., United Presbyterian; United Press. 
u. p., under proof. 
U.S., United States (of America). 
U.S.A., United States of America; United 
States Army. 

U.S.(A.)A.F., United States (Army) Air 
Force. 

U.S.N., United States Navy. 
U.S.S., United States Senate; United 
States Ship (or Steamer). 

U.S.S.C., United States Supreme Court. 
U. S.S.R., Union of Soviet Socialist Re¬ 
publics. 

Ut., Utah. 

V, Vergeltungswaffe ( = reprisal weapon; 
V 1, flying bomb ; V 2, long-range rocket 
projectile). 

v. , verse; versus; vide-, volt. 
V.A., Vice-Admiral; (Order of) Victoria 

& Albert. 
Va, Virginia. 
V.A.D., Voluntary Aid Detachment. 
V.C., Vice-Chancellor; Victoria Cross. 
V.D., venereal disease; Volunteer Decora¬ 
tion. 

v.d., various dates, 
v. dep., verb deponent. 
V.D.H., valvular disease of the heart. 
VE, victory in Europe (VE day, 8/5/45). 
Ven., Venerable, 
v.f., very fair. 
V.G., Vicar-General, 
v.g., very good. 
V.H.F., VHF, very high frequency. 
Vic., Victoria. 
V.I.P., very important person. 
Vis., Visct, Viscount, 
viz, videlicet. 
VJ, victory in Japan (VJ day, 15/8/45 or 
in U.S. 2/9/45). 

v.l., varia lectio. 
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V.O., Victorian Order, 
vol., volume. 
V.R., Victoria Regina ( = Queen Victoria); 
Volunteer Reserve. 

V.S., Veterinary Surgeon. 
Vt, Vermont. 
V. T.O.L., VTOL, vertical take-off & 
landing. 

Vulg., Vulgate, 
vv., verses. 

W. , Welsh; West (as compass point, & as 
London postal district). 

w., watt; wicket; wide; wife; with. 
W.A.A.C., Women’s Army Auxiliary 
Corps (in 1914-18 war.) 

W.A.A.F., Women’s Auxiliary Air Force, 
w.a.f., with all faults. 
War., Warwickshire. 
Wash., Washington. 
W. by N., W by N, W. by S., W by S, 
West by North, by South. 

W.C., West Central (London postal 
district). 

w.c., water closet. 
W.C.A., Women’s Christian Association. 
W.D., War Department. 
W.D.A., W.D.C., War Damage Act, 
Contribution. 

W.E.A., Workers’ Educational Associa¬ 
tion. 

Wed., Wednesday, 
w.f., wrong fount. 
W.F.T.U., World Federation of Trade 

Unions. 
W.I., West Indies; Women’s Institute. 
Wigorn., (Bishop) of Worcester (see 
Cantuar.). 

Wilts., Wiltshire. 
Winton., (Bishop) of Winchester (see 
Cantuar.). 

Wise., Wisconsin. 
Wisd., Wisdom (of Solomon; Apocr.). 
W/L, wave-length. 
W.L.A., Women’s Land Army. 
W. long., West longitude. 
Wm, William. 
W.N.W., WNW, West-north-west. 
W.O., War Office; Warrant Officer. 
Worcs., Worcestershire. 
W.P., weather permitting. 
W.P.B., waste-paper basket. 
W.R., West Riding (of Yorkshire). 
W.R.A.C., W.R.A.F., Women’s Royal 

Army Corps, Air Force. 
W.R.I., War Risk Insurance; Women’s 

Rural Institute. 
W.R.N.S., Women’s Royal Naval Ser¬ 
vice. 

W.S., Writer to the Signet. 
W.S.P.U., Women’s Social & Political 
Union. 

W.S.W., WSW., West-south-west. 
W/T, wireless telegraphy, telephony, 
wt, weight. 
W. Va, West Virginia. 
W.V.S., Women’s Voluntary Service(s). 
Wyo., Wyoming. 
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x-cp., cx coupon. 
xd, x-d., x-div., ex dividend. 
x-i., ex interest. 
Xmas, Christmas. 
x-n., cx new shares. 
Xt(ian), Christ(ian), (prop. \ = Gk letter 
chi, formed like English X). 

Y., Yeomanry. 
ye (pr. as the), the (y a survival in corrupt 
form of obs. p, symbol for th; still used as 
archaism). 

Yeo(m)., Yeomanry. 

Y.H.A., Youth Hostels Association. 
Y.L.I., Yorkshire Light Infantry. 
Y.M.C.A., Young Men’s Christian As¬ 
sociation. 

Yorks., Yorkshire. 
yr(s), year(s); your(s). 
yl (pr. as that), that (conj.; as ye). 
Y.W.C.A., Young Women’s Christian 
Association. 

Zech., Zecha.riah (O.T.). 
Zeph., Zephaniah.(O.T.). 



APPENDIX II 
PRONUNCIATION OF NON-ENGLISH WORDS 

The words in the following Appendix list are those containing sounds that 
(like the French nasals and the Scottish ch) aro non-English and therefore not 
covered by our notation. In this appendix they are arranged in three lists : the 
words in their ordinary form; the anglicized pronunciation, denoted by the 
same symbols as those used throughout the dictionary, but with extra symbols 
to represent the unEnglish sounds; and the foreign pronunciation in the 
alphabet of the Societe Phonetique Internationale. 

CONSONANTS 

In the anglicized pronunciation the new symbol to be noted is ch, which is 
used here to represent a soft guttural sound between sh and k, heard in Scottish 
words like loch and common in German. 

In the International Phonetic alphabet the consonants have their usual 
values, except the following: 

j is the sound in Eng. young 3 is the sound in Eng. vision 
ji „ „ Fr. digne x ,, „ Scottish and German loch. 
] „ „ Eng. shout 

VOWELS 

The nasal vowels characteristic of French are pronounced ‘through the 
nose ’, that is, with the soft palate at the back of the mouth lowered so that the 
breath passes through the nasal passages. The nasal vowels are four; and are 
approximately the nasalized forms of the vowels in English at, art, all, earl. 
In the anglicized pronunciation they are denoted by an, ahh, awn, era, in the 
phonetic alphabet by e a 5 de. These vowels are all heard in the phrase ‘un bon 
vin blanc’ (ce bo ve bla). 

The vowels in the International Phonetic alphabet are as follows: 

a as in Fr. patte o as in Fr. note 
Cl pas 5 bon (= nasalized aw) 
a „ ban (= nasalized all) 0 peu 
e „ d6 oe seul 

£ ,, fait ce »» brun (= nasalized eb) 

£ „ fin (= nasalized a) u it tout 

9 „ de (obscure) y „ pu 

i ni u buis 

o „ beau 

• denotes that the preceding syllable is long. 

Ordinary Form 

abandon 
abattoir 
accouchement 
accoucheur 
accoucheuse 
acharnement 
h deux 
affaire de cosur 

Anglicized 
Pronunciation 

abahh'dawh 
abat'wahr 
akob'shmahn 
akdo'shdr 
akdo'shdlz 
ashitbn'mahh 
ah d<5F 
S,far' de kdt' 

Foreign 
Pronunciation 

abad3 
abatwa-r 
akujma 
akujoer 
akujo-z 
ajarnomd 
a do 
afe-r do kcer 
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Ordinary Form 

Anglicized 
Pronunciation 

Foreign 
Pronunciation 

& fond ah fawn' a f3 

agent provocateur ah'zliahn prtSvSkahtdt' a;5<l provokatoer 

aide-de-camp a' de kahn' s-daku 

ame damn6e ahm dahn'a a-m da-ne 

amende honorable amahhd' Onorah'bl ama-d onorabl 

ancien r6gime ahn'syan razhoin' dsje re.^irn 

h outrance ah (K)'trahis a utra-s 

apercu alip'arsdo apersy 

aplomb ah'plawn apl3 

arme blanche firm blahn'sh arm bld-J 

arriere-pensee a'riar pahh'sa arjsu pu-se 

arrondissement arondes'mahn arSdismu. 

atelier at'elya atolje 

au fond 6 fawn' o f3 

au grand sdrieux 6 grahn sCrcdr' o gra serjo 

au liaturel 6 nature!' o natyrsl 

ausglcich OWS'gllCH ausglaix 

avion av'yawii avjo 

B 

ballon d’essai bal'awn d6sa' bala dess 

baft bleu bah bldi' ba ble 
battue batoo' baty 

beau monde bo mawnd bo m5-d 
beche-de-mer bash' de mar be-J" da msr 
bersaglieri barsalilyar'e bsrsaljsri 

bon bawn bo 
bon-bon bbn'bdn b3b3 
bonne bouche bon bdo'sh bon buj 
bonnes fortunes bon fortfin' bon fortyn 
bon ton bawii tawii bo t3 
bon vivant bawn ve'vahn bo vi-va 
bouillon bool'yawn buj3 

cate chantant 

C 

kaf'a shd'ntahn kafe Ja-ta 
cancan kahii'kahn kaka 
carle blanche kart blalinsh kart bla\f 
char-3-bancs sha'rabang Jarabd 
charlotte russe shiTr'ldt rdbs' Jarlot rys 
chartreuse shartrdrz' Jartro-z 
chassd-croisd shas'a krwah'za J'ase krwaze 
chevalier d’industrie shCvaler' daii'ddbstre Ko)valje dsdystri 
chiffon shif'On Jif3 
chignon shindn', shen'ydn Jipo 
chose jugde shoz zhoo'zha Jo z 37 30 

chronique scandaleuso kron'ek skahiidaldrz' kronik skadalo z 
ci-devant se devahii' sidvd 
coiffeur kwah'fdr kwafee-r 
coiffure kwah'fur kwafy-r 
communique komu'nika komynike 
concierge kawn'siarzh k3sisr3 
confrere kfin'frar k3frc-r 
congd kawn'zha ko3e 
consomnte konsb'ma kSsome 
contretemps kawn'tretahn ko-tretd 
convenances kawh'venahhs kSvna-s 
cordon bleu kdr'dawn bltSr kord3 bio 
corps de ballet k<5r de bal'd ko-r da hals 
coup-de-main koo' de man kudme 
cul-de-sac kdbl' de sak kydsak 
cure ku'ra kyre 
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Ordinary Form 

debut 
dbbutant 
dbbutanto 
ddgagb 
de baut en has 
dementi 
dbnouemont 
dbshabillb 
detente 
deux-temps 
distingue 
double entendre 
douceur 
doyen 
duvet 

eau suerde 
bclaircissement 
edition de luxe 
61an 
embonpoint 
embouchure 
cm cute 
empressement 
enceinte 
encore 
enfant terrible 
en garpon 
ennui 
ennuyb 
en passant 
ensemble 
entente cordiale 
entourage 
entr’acte 
entire 
entremets 
entre nous 
entrepSt 
entresol 
espieglerie 

faience 
faineant 
fait accompli 
fanfare 
fauteuil 
femme de chambre 
fete champetre 
feuilleton 
fiancb(e) 
fin-de-sibcle 
fine champagne 
fianc-tireur 

gamin 
garpon 
gendarme 
gendaimerio 

Anglicized 
Pronundat ion 

D 

da'bdb 
da'bdbtahh 
da'bdbtfthiit 
daga’n'zha 
de otahh bah' 
damahii'te 
danbo'mahn 
dazahbc'ya 
datb'nt 
der tahii 
dlstii'ngga 
doobl ahhtahh'dr 
dob's®? 
doi'yen 
dbo'va 

E 

o sdb'kra 
bklarses'mahft 
edish'on de ldbks 
a'lahn 
ahhbawfipwdh' 
almbdbshdbr' 
imu't 
ahnprfis'inahn 
ahhsant' 
ongkor' 
ahh'fahh ttsrebl' 
aim gift'sawn 
bn'we 
dnwe'ya 
ahh p&s'ahii 
ahnsahhbl' 
bntb'nt kordlahl' 
bntobrah'zh 
5'ntrakt 
5'ntra 
6'ntrcma 
b'ntre noo 
b'ntrepb 
o'ntresol 
bspia'glero 

F 

fah'yahns 
fa'naahh 
fat ahkawh'ple 
f&n'far 
fotdr'e 
fam de shahh'br 
fat shahnpatr' 
fer'yetawh 
feahn'sa 
fan de syakl' 
fon shahhpin' 
frahh teriii' 

G 

gam'&n 
gift'sawn 
zhOn'dabm 
zhondarm'ero 

Foreign 
Pronunciation 

deby 
debyta 
debyta't 
degase 
da ho ta ba 
demdti 
denuma 
dezabije 
detat 
do ta 
distege 
dubl ata-dr 
dusoer 
dwaje 
dyve 

o sykre 
eklersisma 
edisjS d(a)lyks 
ela 
al>3pwe 
abujyr 
emot 
apresma 
used 
ako-r 
afa teri-bl 
a gars3 
auqi 
anqije 
d pasa 
asa-bl 
ata-t kordjal 
atura-3 

fitrakt 
u-tre 
a-troms 
a-tra nu 
a-trapo 
a-trasol 
espjeglari 

faja-s 
fcnea 
fetakopli 
fafar 
fotoej 
fam da Ja-br 
fe-t Japetr 
fcejts 
fja-se 
fs da sjekl 
fin Japan 
fra tiros-r 

game 
garsa 
3adarm 
3adarmori 



Ordinary Form 

genre 
gourmand 
gourmandise 
grande 
grand seigneur 
gratin 
grisaille 
guilloche 
guipure 

hauteur 
hors concours 
hors de combat 
hors-d’oeuvre 

ingenue 
insouciance 
insouciant 
instantanb 
jeu 
jeu d’esprit 
jeunesse dor6e 
jongleur 
julienne 
kummel 

langue-d’oc 
langue-d’oi'l 
le roi le veult 
le roi s’avisera 
liaison 
lingerie 
litterateur 
loch 
lough 

mademoiselle 
manque 
mariage de convenance 
marron glacd 
marseillaise 
masseur 
masseuse 
mauvaise honte 
raauvais quart d’heure 
mauvais sujet 
melange 
menu 
ntesalliance 
mignon 
milieu 
mise en scfene 
mitrailleuse 
moire antique 
monseigneur 
monsieur 
morgue anglaiso 
mot juste 
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Anglicized 
Pronuncial ion 

zhahnr 
goor'mahn 
goor'mahhdez 
grahhd 
grahh senyer' 
grat'an 
grezil' 
geydsh' 
ge'pur 

H 

otdr' 
drr kawhkoor' 
dMekawm'bah 
(jiddr' vr 

I-K 

aii'zhandb 
ansobs'yahhs 
ansobs'yahii 
ahstantah'na 
zhdr 
zhdi dfispre' 
zhdr'nSs ddr'a 
zhawn'gldr 
zhoolyCn' 
kdbm'el 

L 

lahiige d3k' 
lahhge doil' 
le rwah le vet 
le rwah sahvc'zerah 
lia'zn 
la'nzhere 
leterahtdr' 
15ch 

locn 

Foreign 
Pronunciation 

3Q r 
gurma 
gurmadiz 
gra-d 
gra sejioer 
grate 
grizaj 
gijoj 
gipyr 

hotoer 
lior kokn r 
lior d(o)k3ba 
hSrdce-yr 

egeny 
esusjfi-s 
esusj a 
Estatane 
30 
30 despri 
3oenes do-re 
33 glee r 
3ylj m 
kiimol 

lu-gdok 
la-gdoil 
lo rwa lo vo 
lo rwa savizora 
ljez.j 
lE-3fi 
literatoer 
lox 
lex 

M 

mademwaze'l. madmwazsl, mamzel 
mahn'ka ma-ke 
ma'riahzh de kawn'venahiis marja-3 do k5vna-s 
ma'ron glah'sa mar5 glase 
marselaz' masejez 
maser' masoer 
maseiz' maso-z 
movaz Ont' movez h3-t 
mo'va katddr' move kardee-r 
mo'va soo'zha move sy38 

mal'ahhzh mela-3 

mSnoo', mSn'u m(o)ny 
mazal'iahhs mezalja-s 
me'nyawn mip3 
me'lydr miljo 
mezahnsan' mi-z d se-n 
metralydtz' mitrajoz 
mwahr onte'k mwa'r atik 
mawhsSnydr' m5sejioer 
mesydr' m(o)sjo 
mdrg ahhglaz' morg agle-z 
mo zhdbst' mo 3yst 



1545 

Ordinary Form 

nom-de-guerre 
nom-de-plume 
nuance 
och 
ombre 
on dit 

par excellence 
parvenu 
pas-de-deux 
pass6 
passementerie 
pas seul 
pate 
patois 
peignoir 
penchant 
pere 
petits soins 
pibroch 
11 iece -de-r6sistance 
pince-nez 
pis aller 
planchette 
poilu 
pompon 
poseur 
poste rest.ante 
prie-dieu 
Provencal 
pur6e 
pur sang 

quand meme 
raconteur 
raconteuse 
raison d’etre 
ranz des vaches 
rapprochement 
Rdaumur 
rechauffb 
recherchd 
reclame 
renaissance 
rencontre 
r6pondez s’il vous plait 
restaurant 
resumd 
robe - de-chambre 
roturier 
ruche 
ruse 
ruse 

salle-d-manger 
salle d’attente 
salon 
sang-froid 

Anglicized 
Pronunciation 

N-0 

nfim de gar' 
n6m de ploom' 
nu'alihs 
6c H 
awn'br 
6n de' 

P 

pfTr 6'kselahhs 
par'vendo 
pah de ddr' 
pa'sa 
p&s'mentri 
pah sul' 
p&'ta 
p&'twah 
pa'mvar 
pahn'shahh 
par 
pete swan' 
pu'brdCH 
pe'as de razes'tahiis 
p&hs'na 
pez&l'a 
plalihshCt' 
pwah'ldo 
pbm'pbn 
pozdt' 
post rG'stahht 
predydb' 
prdvahhsah'l 
pur'a 
pur sahh' 

Q-R 
kahn mam' 
rakdntdr' 
rakbntdrz' 
ra'zawn da'tr 
rahiis da vahsh' 
raprdsh'mahh 
ra'omur 
rasho'fa 
reshar'sha 
rii'klahm 
r6na'sahns 
rahhkawh'tr 
rapawn'da si vdo pla 
rfi'storabn 
ra'zdbma 
rdb de shahh'br 
rbtu'rea 
roosh 
robz 
rob'za 

S 

sal a mahn'zha 
sal datahh't 
s&l'awh 
sahnfrwah' 

Foreign 
Pronunciation 

n5 da ge-r 
n3 da plym 
nyas 
ox 
5-br 
5 di 

par sksElas 
parvany 
pa da do 
pose 
pasma-tri 
pa seel 
pa-te 
patwa 
pep war 
pa fa 
per 
p(o)ti swg 
pibrox 
pjes da rezista s 
pesne 
pizale 
plafst 
pwaly 
p3-p3 
po-zoB-r 
post resta-t 
pridjo 
provasal 
pyre 
pyrsa 

ka me-m 
rakStce-r 
rakStoz 
rsz5 ds-tr 
ras de vaf 
raprofmd 
reomyr 
refo-fe 
rafErfe 
rekla-m 
ranesa-s 
rak3-tr 
rep3de si vu pie 
restora 
rezyme 
rob do fa-br 
rotyrje 
ryf 
ryz 
ryze 

salamage 
saldata-t 
sa!3 
s a fnva 
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Ordinary Form 

sans cdrhmonie 
sansculotte 
sans facon 
sans gene 
sans peur et sans reproclie 
sans phrase 
sans souci 
Sassenach 
savant 
seance 
Sevres 
soi-disant 
soixante-quinze 
soupcon 
sueces d’astime 
succcs toil 

tableau vivant 
tic douloureux 
timbre 
tirailleur 
torchon 
tout ensemble 
train de luxe 
trente-et-quarante 
trois-temps 
trouvaille 
tulle 

Valenciennes 
ventre a terre 
vingt-et-un 
vin ordinaire 
vol-au-vent 

Anglicized 
Pronunciation 

sahii sS'rhmOne 
sahh'kdblbt 
sahh f&s'awn 
sahh zha'n 
sahn pdir' a sahh rdprdsh' 
sahh frahz' 
sahh sob'se 
sas'enahCH 
shv'alm 
sa'ahhs 
sa'vr 
swah de'zahh 
swah'zahht kanz' 
sob'psawh 
sdbksa dCste'm 
sdoksa too' 

T 

t.ah'ld ve'vahn 
tlk dbleroo' 
tam'ber 
terahydt' 
tdr'shbn 
toot ahhsahh'bl 
tran de looks' 
trahnt a ka'rahnt 
trwah tahn 
trdo'vil 
tool, tul 

V 

valensonz' 
vahn'trahtar 
vaht a di n 
van di’dinar' 
v51'ovahh 

Foreign 
Pronunciaiion 

s& seremoni 
sa kylot 
sa fas3 
sa 3e-n 
sa pee r e sa roproj 
sa fra-z 
sa susi 
sasona* 
savci 

seas 
se-vr 
swadiza 
sivasa-t ke-z 
sups3 
sykss dsstim 
sykss fu 

tablo viva 
tik (luluro 
tebr 
tirajee-r 
torJo 
tutasa-bl 
trg dlyks 
tra t e kara-t 
trwa ta 
tru-vaj 
tyl 

vala-sjen 
va-tratcr 
vete 65 
vs ordimrr 
volova 



APPENDIX III 

PRONUNCIATION OF PROPER NAMES 

This list is intended as a guide to the pronunciation of some difficult proper 

names frequently met with. It makes no claim to completeness, and many 

geographical names in particular have had to be omitted. 

One or two general points may perhaps bo noted here: Classical names ending 

in -es are usually pronounced (-ez). In New Zealand and most newly colonized 

countries all native names are pronounced with all vowels sounded (and 

pronounced as Italian vowels, i.e. a = ah, e = a or e, i = e or I, u = oo). The 

U.S. pronunciation of some American place-names differs from the usual Eng¬ 

lish pronunciation; in the following list such specifically U.S. pronunciations 

are preceded by an asterisk. There are many proper names (e.g. Kerr, Smyth) 

the pronunciation of which varies according to the family or individual referred 

to; such names have usually been omitted. 

The following symbols have been employed in indicating pronunciation, in 

addition to those in the body of the work: 

x = ch in the Scottish pronunciation of loch. 
g = ‘soft’ g in ginger. 
n indicates that the preceding vowel is nasalized. 

Aar'on (ar-) 
Abbeville (ab'vel) 
AbCd'nego 
A'bel (a-) 
Ab'elard (&-) 
Abi'jah (-a) 
Aboukir (ahbdbkei') 
About (ah'boo) 
A'braham (a-) 
Abruz'zi (-brdbtsi) 
Abyd'Ss 
Accra (ak'ra or akrah') 
AcOl'dama (-k- or -s-) 
Ach'erOn (ak-) 
Achlt'ophCl (ak-) 
Ad'elaide (a-) 
A'den (a-) 
Adiron'dack (&-) 
Adona'is (a-) 
Adriatic (a-) 
Aege'an 
Aegi'na 
MYtnc (&-) 
Aene'as 
Aen'iud 
Ae'olus 
Aes'chylus (-k-) 
Aes'dp 
Afghan'IsUn (afg-; or -ahn; or afganist&n') 

A'g&g (a-) 
Agincourt (ag'inkdrt) 
Ag'ra (ah- or &-) 
Al'da (ah-e-) 
Aix-la-Chapelle (a'ks-lah-shapCl') 
Aix-les-Bains (a'ks-la-b&fi) 
Ajmer' (ah-) 
Alabama (alabah'ma; * -bii-) 

Albani (albah'ni) 
Al'bany (awl-) 
Alcan'tara (alcahn-) 
Alcfis'tls (a-) 
Alcibi'ades (a-; -z) 
AldCb'aran (a-) 
Algeoir'as (&-) 
Alger'ia (a-) 
Algiers (algerz') 
Allahabad (ala-hab&d') 
Alleghany (alfigan'I; or -ini) 
Ahneri'a (a-) 
Alsace (al'sas; or -as) 
Amiens [French city] (am'iiii) 
Amiens [in Shakespeare] (am'iens) 
A'mCs (a-) 
An&c'reon 
An'am (a-) 
Anani'as (&,-) 
Anchises (angki'sez) 
Andes (an'dez) 
An'drocles (a-; -z) 
Andrbm'ache (a-; -aid) 
AndrOm'eda (&-) 
AndrSn'Icus [in Shakespeare] (&-) 
Angel'ico (a-) 
An'gevm (&-) 
Angor'a (angg-; or ang'gora) 
Antai'us (&-) 
Anthaia (iin'thla) 
AntTg'one (a-) 
Antigua (itnte'gwa) 
Antin'ons (a-) 
Antonin'us (&-) 
ApCll'es (-z) 
Aphrodit'6 (&-) 
ApOllinar'Is 



Cadiz Appalachian 

Appalachian (4-; or -&ch-) 
Aquin'as 
Arach'ne (-kn-) 
Aravalli (arah'vali) 
Archimedes (arklmed'ez) 
AreOpagitica (4-; or -g-) 
Arethus'a (4-; -za) 
Ar'gentine (dr-) 
Argyll (dl’gil') 
ArI4d'ne (a-) 
Ar'iol (ar-) 
Arlstid'es (a-; -z) 
AristOph'anes (4-; -z) 
A'rlstdtle (4-) 
Arizon'a (a-) 
Arkansas (dr'kansaw) 
Artaxerxes (artogzdk'kscz) 
Ar'tOmls (it!--) 
Ar'un (ar-) 
A'rundel (a-) 
Asia (a'sher.) 
Assi'si (4se-) 
Assouan (asdbdn') 
Astdr'te (4-) 
Astrakhan (4strakan') 
Atalan'ta (a-) 
A'te (a- or ah-) 
Athen'e 
Ath'ens (4-; -z) 
At'ropOs (a-) 
AuchinlCck (awk-, Scottish Ox-) 
Auge'as 
Augus'tine 
Aurelius 
AutOl'vcus 
Av'alon (a-) 
Avignon (av'enyawn) 
A'von (a-) 
Azores' (-orz) 
Az'rael (4-) 
liach (bahx) 
Ba'den (bah-) 
Ba'den-Pow'ell (-Oel) 
Bageh ot (bag'et) 
Bahamas (ba-hah'maz) 
Baku (bi'e) 
Balea'ric {or baleric) 
Balliol 
BalmO'ral 
Balthazar' [in Shakespeare] 
Balu'chistan (-look-; or baldbklst4n') 
Bantu (bah'ntoo; or ban-) 
Ba.rabb'as 
BiBbad'os (-oz) 
Bifr'mecide 
Barod'a 
Barot'seland 
Bas'An 
Bash'an 
Bas'ra (-z-; or bus-) 
Bassanio (-ahn-) 
Bastille' (-tel) 
Basut'ol4nd (-ob-) 
Batavia 
Bat'on Rouge (robzh) 
Bau'cis 
Bayeux (ba-yob') 
Bayreuth (bl'roit) 

1548 

Bea'consfleld (bS- or be-) 
Beauchamp (be'cham) 
Beaulieu (bu'll) 
Beaune (b<>n) 
BOchua'na (-kuahna; or bCch-) 
Bedl'zebiib (or beOl-) 
Beethoven (bat'oven) 
Behring (b£-; or bai'-) 
Beira (bi'ra) 
Beirut (ba'rbot) 
BOl'gium (-wm) 
Belial 
B6114ggio (-j-) 
BellO'rophon 
BOlli'ni (-le-) 
Belvoir (bev'er) 
Bendr'es (-z; or b6-) 
BOn'tham (-tam) 
Berkeley (bal'k'li) 
Bdrkiey [America] 
Berkshire (btirk'sher) 
Berlioz (bariios) 
BOtmud'as (-z) 
Berwick (bS'rik) 
Bethune [English surname] (bc'ten) 
Bicester (bis'ter) 
BTd'eford 
BIg'elow (-g-; -o) 
Bihar' 
Bikanir' (-er) 
Bilba'o 
Blanc (-ahn) 
Bloriot (ble'rio) 
Bloem'fOntein (-do-; -an) 
Bliicher (blook'er) 
Boadice'a 
Bocca'cclo (-kahch-) 
Bod'iham (-diam) 
BOdleian (-le'an) 
Boethius 
Bohun (boon) 
Boleyn (bdblin) 
Bom'pas (-iim-) 
Bootes (bo-o'tez) 
Bordeaux' (-do) 
Bdi'don'e 
Bo'tha (-ta) 
BOtticOlli (-chOl-) 
Boulogne (bdblOn') 
Bourcliier (bow'cher) 
Bow (bo) 
BOz (or -o-) 
Braemar' (bra-) 
Brase'nose (-zn-; -z) 
Breadal'bane (Sdawl-) 
Brougham (broom or broo'am) 
Bruges (brbozh) 
Buccleuch (buklob') 
Buch'arOst (-ker-) 
Bud'apOst' 
Buenos Ayres (bwOn'ozariz; or bdb'xn-) 
Bulawayo (bdblcr.vi'o) 
Bur'leigh (-li) 
Byr'on 
Bysshe (bish) 
Byz&n'tlum 
C4b'ot 
Cadiz 
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Cadog'an (-ug-) 
Cocd'mon (k&-) 
Caen (kahh) 
Cagliostro (kalios'tro) 
Cai'aphas (kl-) 
Cairo (kir'o) 
Caius [Roman name] (ld'ws) 
Cains [Cambridge college] (kez) 
Cal'ais (-is or -a or -1) 
Caledonia 
Calig'ula 
Calli'ope 
Cambys'es (-z) 
Campa'gna (-ahnya) 
Campbell (k&m'bl) 
Can'berra 
C&nda'ce 
Canop'us 
Car&c'tacus 
Carew' (-do) 
Carew [Thomas, 1589-1639] (kar'I) 
Car'ey 
Carlisle' (-111) 
CarnuTr'then (-dh-) 
Carnarvon 
CdtnOg'ie (-gi; or -agi) 
Carolin'a 
Casabian'ca 
Cassiopei'a (-eos) 
Castile' (-el) 
C&thay' 
Catri'ona (or katrid'na) 
Cat ull'us 
Cav'cll 
Cavour' (-oor) 
Cecil (sfisl or sisl) 
Cecilia 
Cellini (chOle'ni) 
Cenci (chOn'chl) 
Cer'es (-z) 
Cdtv&n'tes (-z) 
CeylOn' (si-) 
Cdz&nne' (sa-) 
Ch&l'kis (k-) 
Chamonix (slntm'oru) 
ChapultepOc' (chahpdol-) 
Ch&'ring Cross (-aws; or char-) 
Charlemagne (sh<£rl'eman) 
Chdr'teris (-terz) 
Chat'ham (-turn) 
Chautau'qua (sha-; -kwo) 
Cherbourg (shdr'boorg) 
Cher'wOll (char-) 
Chicago (shlkah'go, ‘shikaw'go) 
Chil'e 
Chiswick (chizTk) 
Chloe (kloi) 
Cholmondeley (chum'll) 
Chopin (shop'aii or sho-) 
Cicero (sls'ero) 
Cimabu'e (che-; -oo-I) 
Cimaros'a (che-; -z-) 
Cincinnati (or -ah-) 
Cffi'eneOster (or sis'ister) 
Clav'erhouse (or klav'erz) 
Clerk'enwell (kl;Cr-) 
Clough (kluf, kloo) 
Clovell'y 

Cdch'in-Chin'a 
Cdckaigne' (-kan) 
Cceur de Lion (kdl’dele'awn) 
Colbourne (kob'cn) 
COl'chis (-k-) 
Cologne' (-on) 
Colom'bo (-um-) 
Colon' 
COlora'do (-ah-; *-&-) 
Colquhoun (ko-hdon') 
Cdm'o 
Comte (kauht) 
Connecticut (-net-) 
Con'stable (kun-) 
CophOt'ua 
Cdrdiller'a (-lyara) 
Cbrneille' (-na) 
CO'rot (-ro) 
COrrOgg'iO (-j-) 
Cbi-'tOs (-z; or -iz) 
Cow'per (koo-) 
Creusa (krddo'za) 
Crichton (krit'on) 
Crime'a 
Cro'ce (-ch-) 
CullOd'en 
Cym'beline (-len) 
Cyn'ewulf (k-; -dblf) 
Cyren'e 
Cyther'a 
Czech (chOk) 
Daed'alus 
Dahom'ey (da-h-) 
Dakot'a 
Dan'ae (-i) 
Dan'te 
Daph'nd 
Dai-'es (-z) 
Dari'us 
Daudet (do'da) 
D&v'entry (or dan'tri) 
Da'vOs (dah-; or davos') 
Debuss'y (-e) 
He Crespigny (dekrOpini; or krfs-) 
De'gas (da-) 
Dehra Dun (da'ra-dbon') 
DClago'a 
De la Mare (del'amai) 
Delhi (dOl'i) 
Delius 
DOl'phl 
Demet'er 
Demet'rius (or -m5t-) 
DOmOc'rltus 
Demos'thenes (-z) 
DOn'bigh (-hi) 
De Reszke (derOs'ki) 
Ddr'went 
Descartes (dak'art) 
Desdemon'a (dOz-) 
Dcs Moines (dimoin') 
Detroit' 
Deutsch'klnd (doich-) 
Diderot (ded'ero) 
Did'o 
Dieppe (dd-dp') 
Dijon (de'zhawn) 
Diocle'tian (-shian) 
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DI0g'8nes (-z) 
Diomed'es (-z) 
Dionys'ius 
Dionys'us 
Disrael'I (-zral-) 
Doml'tian (-shlan) 
D8n Giova'nnI (govah-) 
D5n Ju'an (jooon) 
D6nne 
Donne [John, 1573-1631 ] (dun) 
D5n Quix'ote (or kwlk'set) 
Do'theboys (doodhe-) 
Doug'las (dbg-) 
Drey'fus (dra-) 
Dub'lln 
Dhl'wich (-lij) 
Du'mas (-mah) 
Du Maurier (mbr'ia) 
Dumfries' (-es) 
Duned'in 
Dur'ban 
Durham (du'ram) 
Dvofdk (dvdr'zh&k) 
Ebbw (8b'do) 
Edinburgh (8-; -bare) 
Eiff'el tower (if-) 
Einstein (in'stin) 
Eire (ar'8) 
El'i (e-) 
El'ia (e-) 
El'j? (e-) 
Emped'ocles (6-; -z) 
Endym'idn (6-) 
Eng'land (ingg-) 
Entebb'e (8-) 
Eph'esus (6f-) 
Epicur'us (8-) 
E'rfewhOn (8-) 
Erie (er'I) 
Erin (6'rin or er'-) 
Es'te (6-) 
Eston'ia (8-) 
Etherege (Sth'erij) 
Euboea (ubi'a) 
Euphrates (-z) 
Euph'ues (-z) 
Eurip'Ides (ur-; -z) 
Europe (ur'op) 
Euryd'ice (ur-) 
Evelin'a (8-; -ena) 
Ev'eiyn (e- or 8-) 
Eyck (ik) 
Ezck'iel (i-) 
Fag'In (-g-) 
Fall'odon 
Far'quhar (-kwer) 
Fat'Ima 
Fa(u)lk'land (fawk-) 
Faust (fowst) 
Featherstonehaugh (fan'shaw) 
Flde'lio (-da-) 
Fiennes (finz) 
Fie'sole (fe-az-) 
FIg'aro 
Fiji (fe'je) 
Flnlsterre' (-ar) 
Flor'es (-z) 
Fld'rida 

Foch (fosh) 
Folk'estone (foks-) 
Fdltunat'us 
FnlneCs'ca (or -cb8s-) 
Freud (froid) 
Fro'bel (frO1-) 
Frob'Isher 
Froude (frood) 
Frowde (-owd; or -dod) 
Gala'pagos (gablab-) 
Gal'6n 
Galile'o (-ao) 
Galle (gawl) 
Galsworthy (gaw'lzwerdhi) 
Gamal'Iel 
Gan'ges (-z) 
G6dd'es (g-) 
Geoff'rey (g8f-) 
Ghats (gawts) 
Gliirlandai'o (ger-; -dl'yo) 
Giaour (gowr) 
Gibral'tar (g-; -awl-) 
Gid'8a (g-) 
Gil'e&d (g-) 
Gillette' (g-) 

Gidrgio'ne (g-; -g-) 
Gidtt'o (g-) 
Giovanni (govah'nl) 
Glamis (glahmz) 
Glas'gow (-zgo) 
Gloucester (glos'ter) 
Gluck (-dok) 
Go'a 
God'alming 
Goda'vari (-dab-) 
Godiv'a 
Goethe (gdt'te) 
Gounod (gdon'o) 
Gracchus (grak'as) 
Gratia'no (-shlah-) 
Greuse (grdi-z) 
Grieg (greg) 
Grin'delwald (-valild) 
Groote Schoor (grot'skoor) 
Gros'venor (grov-) 
Guadeloupe (gwahdeloop') 
Guatemala (gw&timah'la) 
Gudrun (gdbd'rdon) 
Guelph (gw81f) 
Guiana (gi-ah'na) 
Gusta'vus (-tah-) 
Haar'lem (bar-) 
Hag'® 
Hagg'ai 
Hague (hag) 
Haifa (hif'o) 
Hain'ault (-awt) 
Hait'i (or hi-) 
Hak'luyt (-dot) 
Hare'wdbd (bar-; locally har-) 
HiTr'lSch (-x) 
Ila'run-iil-Rasch'id (-roo-; -shld) 
Harwich (h&'rij) 
Ilar'wicli [America] 
Hausa (hou'zo) 
Havre (hah'vr) 
Hawai'i (-wi-I) 
Haw'arden (-erd-; or hard-) 



Haworth 

Haw'orth (or how'erth) 
Hay'dn (hi-) 
IlCb'rides (-z) 
Hfic'ate 
He'gel (hag-) 
Hei'delbiTrg (hi-) 
Heine (hl'ne) 
HGU'espdnt 
Hem'ans 
HCn'gist (-ngg-) 
HC'racles (-z) 
HSraclit'us 
Hdrciilan'eurn 
He'reford 
H S're ward 
HSrmi'onb 
HSrod'Ias 
HSrbd'otus 
Hert'ford [England] (hdxf-) 
HStt'ford [America] 
Ilerts (hafts) 
HCspe'rides (-z) 
Iliawath'a (-wo-) 
Iiil'debrfind 
Himalay'a (or hlmah'lla) 
IIIn'du-Kush (-dob kbosh) 
HIppoc'rates (-z) 
Hlppbl'yta 
Hdbb'ema 
Ho'boken 
Hoh'enlin'den (horn-) 
HOl'bein (-bin) 
Hol'born (hoben) 
HOlofSt'nes (-z) 
Hoi'yrobd 
HOl'^wSll 
Hom'er 
HGndur'&s 
HSnolu'lu (-lobldb) 
Hous'ton (hobs-) 
Hud'ibras 
Hun'yadi (hdbn-yah-) 
Hur'on 
Hyd'erabad 
Hygei'a (-la) 
HymStt'us 
Hypa'tia (-shla) 
Hyper'Ion 
Iago (i-ah'go) 
Ian'the (i-) 
Ic'arus (i-) 
Idaho (i'da-ho) 
Id'o (i-) 
Idume'a (I-) 

Illinois' (I-; -noi) 
llly'ria (I-) 
Indian'a (I-) 
Indianap'olis (I-) 

Inge (Ing or I rig) 
Ingelow (In'gilo) 
In'Igo (I-) 
In'terlaken (i-; -lah-) 

lol&n'thS (I-) 

Iol'chus (I-; -k-) 
Ton'a (i-) 
I'owa (i-) 
Ipliigeni'a (1-) 
Iquique (ikc'kl) 
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Irawad'i (I-; -w6d-) 
I'roquois (I-; -kwoi or -kwah) 
Isaac (iz'ac) 
Isaiah (izi'a) 
Is'Is (I-) 
Is'leworth (Izelw-) 
Ismailia (Izmah-e'lla) 
IsSc'rates (i-; -z) 
Isolde (Izbl'da) 
Ispahan (ispa-hahn') 
Ith'aea (I-) 
IxI'on (I-) 
Ja'Cl 
Jaipur (jipoor') 
Jair'us (or jir'us) 
Jancir'o (-er-) 
Japh'St 
Ja'ques [in Shakespeare] (-kwiz) 
Ja'va (jah-) 
Je'na (ya-) 
JS'rome (or JSrom') 
JSI'vaulx (-vo) 
J ohann'esburg 
Jol'iSt 
Joseph'us 
Jungfrau (ydbng'frou) 
Kaap'stadt (kah-; -t) 
Kabul' (-obi; or kaw'bdbl) 
Kalahat'i (kah-; -ee) 
Kalamazoo' 
KandahfTr' (-da-h-) 
Kan'sas [state] (-nz-) 
K&n'sas [city] (-ns-) 
Kara'chl (-rah-) 
Kattegat' 
Ke'ble 
Ked'ar 
Kentuck'? 
Ke'nja 
Kdr'guelbn (-gil-) 
Keswick (kSz'Ik) 
Keynes (kanz) 
KhiTrtoum' (k-; -oom) 
Khayy&m (ki-ahm') 
Khyb'er (k-) 
Kiel (kel) 
Kiev (kcGf') 1 
Kll'Imanjdl'o 
Kirkcud'bright (kerkdo'bri) 
Knollys (nolz) 
Kob'e 
Kreisler (kris'ler) 
Kreutzer (kroit'ser) 
LabouchSre' (-booshar) 
Lach'esis (-k-) 
LaGt'tes (-z) 
Lafitte (lahfet') 
Lag'Ss 
La Junta (lah lrdbn'ta) 
L’Alle'gro (lala-) 
Lancelot (lahn'slet) 
Laoc'obn 
Lascelles (lhs'rls) 
Las Pal'mas (lairs pahl-) 
Laus&nne' (loz-) 
Lav'cngrd 
Lav'ery (or 1&-) 
Lavoi'sier (-vwahzya) 



Leamington 

Leam'Ington (16m-) 
Lean'der (or le-) 
Led'a 
Le FenvTe (fev'er) 
Leicester (16s'ter) 
Leigh (le) 
Lein'ster (16n-) 
Leip'zig (lip-) 
Leith (le-) 
Lel'and 
Lel'y 
L6n'in 
Leominster (ISm'ster) 
Leonard'o (la-on-) 
Le Queux (leku') 
Leveson-Gower (loo'sen-gdr') 
Lh&s'a (Id-) 
Liege (llazh') 
Li'ma (le-) 
Limoges' (-ozh) 
Liszt (-st) 
Llan- [as the first element in Welsh names ] 

(hl&n-) 
LlowCll'^n (hldo-) 
Loh'engrin (16-) 
Ldngin'us (-nj-) 
Ldr'elei (-i) 
Lds An'g616s (-angg-, also -ang-; -z) 
Louisian'a (ldo-ez-) 
Lou'isville (loo-) 
Lourdes (loord) 
Lourdn'po Mdrques' (-so; -ks) 
Luga'no (ldogah-) 
Ly'cidas 
Lycur'gus 
Ly'ly 
Ljim'Ington 
Lympne (lim) 
Lys&n'der 
Ma'eedon 
Mackay (maki') 
Macleod (maklowd') 
Madras' (or -ahs) 
Madrid' 
Mad'ura 
Mae'terllnck (mah- or ma-) 
Maf'eking 
Magdll'an (-g-) 
Mdggior'e (-j-) 
Mahon' (ma-h-; or -oon) 
Mahony (mah'ni) 
Mainwaring (man'ering) 
Mal'achi (-k-) 
Mal'herbe (-larb) 
Mal'ory 
Mal'ta (mawl-) 
Mal'vern (mawl-) 
Man'et (-a) 
Mai-'ion (or m&-) 
Marjoribanks (mat'chb-) 
Mdrque'sas (-ka-) 
Mar'tineau (-no) 
Martinique' (-ek) 
Maryland (*m6-) 
Md'rylebone (-eleben; or ma'riben) 
Masai' (-si; or mail's!) 
Massachus'&tts (-00-) 
Mass'enet (ena) 

Oberammergau 

M&tabel'o 
Mauri'tius (-shyes) 
Mazzini (madzen'i) 
MSch'lin (-kl-) 
Mede'a 
M6d'ici (-chi) 
Mddin'a (-e-) 
MSdin'a [America] 
Meis'terslnger (mi-) 
M6n'ai (-ni) 
Mgn'delssohn (-son; or -son) 
M6nela'us 
Menzies (mgn'zlz, mfing'is, ming'Is) 
Mdreed'es (-z) 
Mdtcu'tid (-shi-) 
M6'redith (in Wales mSrCd'ith) 
Md'rope 
Mdssin'a (-se-) 
MStt'ernich (-k) 
Mey'nell (m6- or ma-) 
Miam'i 
Mich'igan (-sh!-) 
MId'&s 
Mikin' (or mll'on) 
Mill'ais (-a) 
Milngavie (milgi') 
Minneap'olis 
MInnesot'a 
MIran'da 
Missour'I (-oor-; *mlz-) 
Mithridat'es (-z) 
Mitvlen'e (or -e) 
Mobile' (-61) 
Moh'ican (mo-; properly mo-he'-) 
Mohun (moon) 
Mol'iere (-liar) 
Mdna'co (-ah-) 
Mdntaigne' (-an) 
Mdnta'na (-ah-; *-a-) 
Montreal' (-awl) 
Mdron'e 
Mos'cow (-6) 
Moul'main 
Mozambique' (-bek) 
Muller (mul'er) 
Mun'icli (-ik) 
Mvfrill'o 
Myce'nre 
Mytileu'e (or -e) 
Nairob'I (nir-) 
Na'omi 
Nap'ier (or naper') 
Natal' 
N&v'ajo (-a-ho) 
Nepal' (-awl) 
N6va'da (-yah; *-a-) 
Newfoundland' (-fend-) 
Niag'ara 
Nibelung (neb'eldbng) 
Nietzsche (ne'clie) 
Ni'ger 
NIger'ia 
Nil'glii (-g-) 
Nin'eveh (-vi) 
Norwich (nd'rij) 
Nyas(s)'a 
Ob'an (6-) 
Ober-amm'ergau (o-; -gow) 
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Ob'eron (S-) 
Odyss'eus (-us) 
Oenon'6 (e-) 
Ohi'o (o-h-) 
Oklahom'a (6-) 
Omaha (omo-hah'; *-aw) 
Oman (omalm') 
OntariS (S-) 
Ophelia (6-) 
OrSs'tes (S-; -z) 
Ori'on (S-) 
Orle'ans (<31'-; -z) 
Orleans [America] (orlenz') 
Orpheus (Sr'fus) 
Orsino (<5rsen'S) 
Osiris (o-) 
Os'ler (o-) 
Ota'gS (Stall-) 
OthSll'S (S-) 
Ottawa (St'a-wa) 
OttSm'wa (S-) 
Ouida (we'da) 
Ouse (ooz) 
Ovid (S-) 
Pach'mann (pahk-) 
Paderew'ski (-Cvski) 
Pagani'ni (-en-) 
Pagliacci (pali&cki) 
P&lamed'es (-z) 
Pal'amon 
Palestri'na (-en-) 
Pall'as 
Pall Mall' (or pSl'mfil') 
Panama' (-ah) 
Paph'Ss 
Pa'raguay (-gwa or -gwi) 
Patnass'us 
ParSll'es 
Pas'teur (-Sr) 
PatrSc'lus 
Pau (pS) 
Pausanias 
Pavt'a 
Pekin' 
Pel'eus (-lus) 
PSloponnes'us 
Pel'Sps 
Pennsylvania 
P6nthSsIle'a 
Pepys (peps or peps or pCp'is) 
PSr'dita 
PSrgole'se (-laz-) 
PS'ricles (-z) 
P6'rrauit.,(-rS) 
PSrsCph'onS 
P<Srscp'olis 
Pdl'seus (-us) 
Peru' (-oo) 
PSrugi'nS (-ooge-) 
Peshawar (peshor') 
PestalSzz'i (-tsl) 
PCsth (-st) 
Pet'ra 
Pet'rarch (-k) 
Petru'chio (-ook- or -oooh-) 
Phted'ra 
Pha'Stlion 
Pharsalia 

Philem'Sn 
PhS'cis 
Phoeb'e (fe-) 
Phoenicia (fe-) 
Phryn'e 
Pie'dmont (pe- or pyC- or pya-) 
Pieterma'ritzburg (pe-; or -ritz'-) 
Pila'tus (-ah-) 
Piner'S 
Pirse'us 
Plat'S 
Plin'y 
Plotin'us 
Plu'tiTrch (-oo-; -k) 
Pole Carew (pool' kai'i) 
PSUaiuoiS (-li-SS-S-) 
PSlybius 
PSlyc'rates (-z) 
PSlyphem'us 
PSlyx'ena 
Pom'fret (pum-) 
PSmpei'i (-ei or -ae) 
PSrt Said (sahid or sad) 
PSsei'don (-si-) 
PotSm'ac 
Poughkeep'sie (pokip-) 
Poussin (poo'sah) 
PS'wys 
Priixlt'elcs (-z) 
Pretoria 
Pri'am 
Prometh'eus (-us) 
PrS3'erpine 
Proust (proost) 
PtSl'em^ (t-) 
Puccini (pdbche'ni) 
Punjab' (-ahb) 
Py'ramus 
Pytch'ley 
Pythag'oras 
QuebSc' 
Rab'elais (-ela) 
Rac'ine (-sen) 
Rae'buin (ra-) 
Rajputana (rahjpdStah'na) 
Raleigh (raw'll or rah- or ra-) 
Ram'eses (-z) 
R&n'elagh (-le) 
Raph'ael 
Ra'walpindi (rah-w-) 
Reading (rSd-) 
Reger (rag'er) 
Reu'ter (roi-) 
Reykjavik (rSkyo-) 
Rheims (rems) 
Rhode'sia (rS-; -z- or -s-; also -zlia, -sha) 
Ri'ca (re-) 
Rich'elieu (-shelu) 
Rio (ro'S) 
Rivior'a (-ara) 
Robespierre (rSbz'pyar) 
RScke'fCller (-kf-, *-kif-) 
Rom'ney (or rum-) 
Rontgen (rdrn'tyen) 
Roo'sevSlt (-sv-, *-siy-) 
Rossetti (rSz-) 
RStoru'a (-ooo) 
Rouen (roo'aim) 
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RSx'burgh (-bre) 
Ruy Bias (rwe blahs) 
SachCv'erell (-sh-) 
Sag'inaw 
Sainte-Beuve (sant bdrv) 
Saint-Saens (sJri sahns) 
Salis'bury (sawlzb-) 
Salom'e 
Sal6nTca (or salone1) 
San'cho (-ngk-) 
San Diego (de-a'go) 
San Jacin'tb 
San Joaquin (wahken') 
San Jose (hosa') 
San Juan' (hwahn) 
San Re'nio (ra-) 
S&n'ta F6 (fa) 
Santia'go (-ah-) 
Sarasa'te (-ah-) 
Sara'wak (-rah-) 
S&sk&tch'ewan 
Saskatoon' 
Sault Sainte Marie (sob sant mar'I; 

s&nt) 
Savonardl'a 
Sca'fCll' (scaw-) 
Sc&l'iger 
Schbhereza'de (sh-; -ezah-) 
Schenbc'tadJ- (sk-) 
Schu'bd'rt (shoo-) 
Schuy'ler (ski-) 
Schuy'lkill (skool-) 
Scill'y (s-) 
Scip'io (s-) 
Scrl'abm 
Scone (skdon) 
Seatt'le 
Sedd,n' 
Sbd'bergh [school] (-her; -bdig) 
Sbd'bergh [town] (-ber) 
Seine (san) 
Sem'ele 
S6mi'x,anns 
SSn'eca 
Senegal' (-awl) 
S6nnach'erlb (-k-) 
SSt'bbbs 
Shrews'bury (-ooz- or -oz-) 
Siam' 
Sierr'a Leone' (-ar-; -on-) 
Sim'eon 
Sim'on 
Simplon (s&n'plawn) 
Si'nai (-nil) 
Sls'Jphus 
Si'va (she-) 
Skldd'aw (or sklddaw') 
Slough (slow) 
Smetli'wick (-dliik) 
Sbc'rates (-z) 
Sofi'a 
Soma'll (-ah-) 
Som'ersgt (sum-) 
Sbph'ocles (-z) 
Southey (sow'dhi) 
Southwark (sQdh'ork) 
Sou'za (-00-) 
Srina'gar (-ah-) 
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St Al'bans (awl-) 
Stendhal (stahn'dahl) 
St John (sin'jon) 
St Lou'is (sant loo-) 
St Ma'lo (-ah-) 
Stoke Po'gbs 
Strachan (strawn or strali'xan) 
Streath'am (strfit-) 
Stuy'vesant (sti-) 
Sudan' (soo- or sdb-) 
Su'ez (-do-) 
Suma'tra (soomah-) 
Sumurun (sdbmdbrobn') 
Surat' (soo-) 
Susquehann'a (-kw-) 
Swa'ziland (swah-) 
Synge (-ng) 
Syr'acuse (-z) 
Sy'racuse [America] 
Tag'us 
Tahi'ti (tah-he-) 
Taj Mahal (tahj mahahl') 

or Tanganyi'ka (-ngg-; -ye-) 
Tangier' (-jer) 
Tannhau'ser (-hoiz-) 
Tarragon'a 
Tchaikovsky (chikov'skl) 
Tecum'seh (-sb) 
Teh'ran (taer-) 
Teignmouth (tin'meth) 
Telbm'achus (-kits) 
T6nerif(f)e' (-ef) 
Tdbpsich'ore (-k-) 
TIg'rra del Fuego (fdba'gd) 
TdKull'ian 
Thame (tam) 
Thames (temz) 
ThAn'et 
Thebes (-bz) 
Themlst'ocles (-z) 
The'obald (-awld; or tlb'ald) 
Thebd'oric 
Thermbp'Jdoc 
Thdtsit'es (-z) 
Thes'eus (-us) 
Thfis'pls 
Thfissalonl'ca 
ThSss'aly 
Thls'be (-z-) 
Thom'as (tbm-) 
Thomas [Ambroise] (to'mah) 
ThoI''eau (-b) 
ThucjtdTdes (-z) 
TIber'ius 
Tibet' 
Tibull'us 
Tici'no (-die-) 
TIf'lis 
Tig'ris 
TIm'ba 
Tlnt&g'el 
Titan'ia 
TIt'ian (-shi-) 
Tit'us 
Tiv'oll 
Tobi'as 
To'kjm 
T61c'do (or -a'do) 
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TO'rres 
Tot'nes 
Toulon (toolawh') 
Toulouse (tdbldbz') 
Touraine' (tdo-) 
Tours (toor) 
Tow'cester (to'ster) 
Traf&l'gar (or tr&falg£fr') 
Traj'an 
Tran'skoi (-ki) 
Transvaal (trah'nsvahl) 
Trevi'so (-vez-) 
Trichlndp'oll 
Trieste' 
Trinc'dmalee' 
Trdll'ope (-ep) 
Trflss'&chs (-ks) 
Trou'vllle (-do-) 
Tucson (too'sawn; or -tin) 
Tuileries (twel'ere) 
Turin' (or tur'in) 
Turkest&n' 
Ttiske'gee 
Tussaud’s' (-soz) 
Ty'cho (-k-) 
TJuTdale (-dl) 
TJ-'rol (or tirol' or tirol') 
Ty'rwhitt (-rit) 
Ug&n'da (u- or oo-) 
Uh'land (do-) 
U'ist (u-) 
Ul^ss'es (u-; -z) 
Uphar'sin (u-) 
Uri'ah (ur-) 
UrTel (ur-) 
Urquhart (ur'kert) 
Uruguay (db'rdbgway'; or -I) 
Ush'ant (tl-) 
Utah (u'tah, *u'taw) 
U Thant (do tliflnt) 
Utrecht (utrSkt') 
Val'kyrie 
Val'ois (-wah) 
Valparais'o (-z-) 
Viln'burgh (-bre) 
vasta'i 
Vas'co da Ga'mn (gah-) 
Vath6k 
Vaughan (vawn) 
Vauxhall (vdks'hawl') 
Velas'quez (-kwiz or -klz) 
Vdn'ezue'la 
Vdi-de 
Ver'di (var-) 
Vdr'dun (or var-) 
Vdr'gil 
Verne (varn) 
VCronc'se (-azi) 
Ve'rulam (-00-) 
Vesuv'Ius 
Vichy (ve'she) 
Vienn'a 

Vig'o 
VUl'iers (-lerz) 
Vin'ci (-chi) 
VI'ola 
Vfi-'gll 
Vosges (vozh) 
Wa'b&sh (waw-) 
Wadham (wdd'am) 
Wag'ner (vah-) 
Waldegrave (wawl'g-) 
Wantage (wdn'tij) 
Wapp'ing (wd-) 
War'Ing 
Warwick (wd'rik) 
Watteau (wdt'o) 
Wazir'istan (-er-; -ahn) 
Wear [river] (wer) 
We'ber (va-) 
Wednes'bury (wSnzb-) 
Wei'mar (vi-) 
Weiss'hdrn (vis-h-) 
Welwyn (w61'in) 
Wemyss (womz) 
We'ser (vaz- or wez-) 
Whewell (hul) 
Wies'baden (vezbah-) 
WIs'bech (-z-) 
Wisc6n'sin 
Wdbl'wich (-lij) 
Wdott'on 
Worcester (wdbs'ter) 
Wdi-ms (v-; -z) 
Wrek'in (r-) 
W ych'erley 
WJ'c'lif 
Wyc'ombe (-om) 
Wyk'eham (-kom) 
Wymondham [Norfolk] (wlnd'am) 
Wyo'ming 
Xav'Ier (z-) 
Xen'oplion (z-) 
Xdt'xes (z-; -z) 
Xhosa (kaw'sa) 
Yeats (yats) 
Ye'men (ya-) 
Yeo'vil (yo-) 
Yokolia'ma (-hah-) 
Yosem'Ite 
Ypres (epr, wi'perz) 
Ysaye (isi'I) 
Yucatan' (u-; -ahn) 
Ztlchari'ah (-a) 
Zeiss (zis) 
Zdlot'es (-z) 
Zen'o 
ZImba'bwe (-bah-) 
Zo'e 
Zol'a 
ZOrdas'ter 
Zurich (zur'Ik) 
Zuy'der Zee' (zi-) 
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APPENDIX IV 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 

(a) ENGLISH AND METRIC EQUIVALENTS 

Linear Measure: 

1 inch 
1 foot (12 inches) 
1 yard (3 feet) 
1 pole (51 yards) 
1 chain (22 yards) 
1 furlong (220 yards) 
1 mile (1,7(50 yards) 

Square Measure: 

1 square inch 
1 square foot (144 sq. in.) 
1 square yard (9 sq. ft.) 
1 perch (301 sq. yards) 
1 rood (40 perches) 
1 acre (4,840 sq. yards) 
1 square, mile (640 acres) 

Cubic Measure: 

1 cubic inch 
1 cubic foot (1,728 cub. in.) 
1 cubic yard (27 cub. ft.) 

Measure of Capacity: 

1 gill 
1 pint (4 gills) 
1 quart (2 pints) 
1 gallon (4 quarts) 
1 peck (2 gallons) 
1 bushel (8 gallons) 
1 quarter (8 bushels) 

Apothecaries’ Measure: 

1 fluid drachm (60 minims) 
1 fluid ounce (8 drachms) 
1 gal. (8 pints or 160 fluid ounces) 

English to Metric 

= 25-3999 millimetres. 
= 0-30480 metre. 
= 0-914399 metre. 
= 5-02919 metres. 
= 20-11678 metres. 
= 201-16778 metres. 
= 1-60934 kilometres. 

= 6-45159 sq. centimetres. 
= 9-2902S sq. decimetres. 
= 0-836126 sq. metre. 
= 25-29280 sq. metres. 
= 10-11712 ares. 
= 0-40468 hectare. 
= 258-99824 hectares. 

«= 16-3870 cubic centimetres. 
= 0-02832 cubic metre. 
= 0-764553 cubic metro. 

= 1-42058 decilitres. 
= 0-56823 litre. 
= 1-13646 litres. 
= 4-5459631 litres. 
= 9-0917 litres. 
= 3-6366 dekalitres. 
= 2-90935 hectolitres. 

= 3-55145 millilitres. 
= 2-S4123 centilitres. 
= 4-54596 litres. 

Avoirdupois Weight: 

1 grain 
1 dram (27-34 grains) 
1 ounce (16 drams) 
1 pound (16 ounces) 
1 stone (14 lb.) 
1 quarter (28 lb.) 
1 hundredweight (cwt. =112 lb.) 
1 ton (20 cwt.) 

= 0-0648 gramme. 
= 1-77185 grammes. 
= 28-34953 grammes. 
= 0-45359243 kilogram, 
= 6-35029 kilograms. 
= 12-70059 kilograms. 
= 50-80235 kilograms. 
= 1-01604 tonnes. 

Troy Weight: 
1 pennyweight (24 grains) = 1-55517 grammes. 
1 ounce (480 grains avdp.) = 31-10348 grammes. 
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Apothecaries’ Weight: 

1 scruple (20 grains) = 1-29598 grammes, 
1 drachm (3 scruples) = 3-88794 grammes. 
1 ounce (8 drachms) = 31-10348 grammes. 

The Apothecaries’ ounce is the Troy ounce of 480 Avoirdupois grains. 

(b) METRIC AND ENGLISH EQUIVALENTS 

Linear Measure: 

1 millimetre (1/1000 m.) 
1 centimetre (1/100 m.) 
1 decimetre (1/10 m.) 
1 metre (m.) 
1 decametre (10 m.) 
1 hectometre (100 m.) 
1 kilometre (1,000 m.) 
1 myriametre (10,000 m.) 

Metric to English 

= 0-03937 inch. 
= 0-39370 inch. 
= 3-93701 inches. 
= 1-0936143 yards. 
= 10-93614 yards. 
= 109-3614 yards. 
= 0-62137 mile. 
= 6-21372 miles. 

Square Measure: 

1 sq. centimetre 
1 sq. decimetre (100 sq. centi¬ 

metres) 
1 sq. metre or centiare 

(100 sq. decimetres) 
1 are (100 sq. metres) 
1 hectare (100 ares or 

10,000 sq. metres) 

= 0-15500 sq. inch. 

15-50006 sq. inches. 
(10-76393 sq. feet. 
\ 1-19599 sq. yards. 
119-59926 sq. yards. 

= 2-47106 acres. 

Cubic Measurement: 

1 cubic centimetre 
(1,000 cub. millimetres) 

1 cubic decimetre 
(1,000 cub. centimetres) 

1 cubic metre or stere 
(1,000 cub. decimetres) 

= 0-06102 cubic inch. 

= 61-02394 cubic inches. 
35-31477 cubic feet. 
1-307954 cubic yards, 

Measure of Capacity: 

1 millilitre (1/1000 litre) = 0-00704 gill. 
1 centilitre (1/100 litre) = 0-07039 gill. 
1 decilitre (1/10 litre) = 0-17598 pint. 
1 litre = 1-75985 pints. 
1 decalitre (10 litres) = 2-19981 gallons. 
1 hectolitre (100 litres) = 2-74976 bushels. 
1 kilolitre (1,000 litres) — 3-43720 quarters. 

Weight: 

1 milligram (1/1000 gm.) = 0-01543 grain. 
1 centigram (1/100 gm.) = 0-15432 grain. 
1 decigram (1/10 gm.) = 1 -54324 grains. 
1 gramme = 15-43236 grains. 
1 decagram (10 gm.) = 5-64383 drams. 
1 hectogram (100 gm.) = 3-52740 ounces. 
1 kilogram (1,000 gm.) = 2-2046223 lb. 
1 myriagram (10 kg.) = 22-04622 lb. 
1 quintal (100 kg.) = 1 -96841 cwt. 
1 tonne (1,000 kg.) = 0-98420 ton. 

Troy 0-03215 ounce. 
»> 15-43236 grains. 

1 gramme = ( Apothecaries’ 0-25721 drachm. 
0-77162 scruple. 
15-43236 grains. 
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