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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

Over the five years since the first edition of The
Dictionary of Cultural Literacy was published,
hundreds of readers have written us to make
suggestions. The present edition has gained
much in usefulness and accuracy from their gen-
erous help. To list these hundreds of coeditors
and coparticipants in our project would take in-
ordinate space, but we do wish to thank them
en masse (see “Idioms™), just as we have already
thanked each one individually.

Although every chapter of the dictionary has
undergone some updating and fine-tuning, three
areas in particular have received most of the at-
tention: the epochal transformations in world
history in the last five years, the enormous ad-
vances in science and technology, and the grow-
ing consensus over multiculturalism.

In 1988, when the first edition of The Dic-
tionary of Cultural Literacy appeared, the AIDS
epidemic had just appeared on the horizon of
public awareness. Terms like “HIV” and “AZT”
were only just beginning to be used in conver-
sation. Most of us were blissfully unaware that
we were supposed to worry about cholesterol
levels. Those who owned personal computers
did not need to worry that their data banks
would be wiped out by computer viruses, and
concern about global warming was just starting
to grow in the minds of the general public. To-
day, of course, all of these terms are part of cul-
tural literacy, routinely used without explana-
tion in newspaper articles and newscasts. New
ideas flow constantly from the ferment of sci-

entific research and technological development,
and these ideas change both our lives and the
way we look at the world.

The new Dictionary has also taken into ac-
count the recent emphasis on the ever more sig-
nificant area of multiculturalism. The most nu-
merous of such additions have been entries
covering African-American culture. The strong
African-American representation in the first
edition has been supplemented with entries on
such subjects as the AME Church, Paul Law-
rence Dunbar, Toni Morrison, Josephine Baker,
Benjamin Banneker, Ralph Bunche, Marcus
Garvey, and Alex Haley. It will be obvious
from these examples that the entries belong to
American (not just African-American) cultural
literacy.

Many of the changes have occurred in history
and geography. The cataclysmic internal col-
lapse of the Soviet empire and the political up-
heavals in Eastern Europe, the Persian Gulf
War and other military conflicts, have lead to a
multitude of new geographical and historical
entries. Cultural literacy in the 1990s entails
knowledge of a host of new republics including
Kazakhstan, Belarus, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Slovenia, and Croatia, as well as
world figures such as Nelson Mandela and Sad-
dam Hussein, and events ranging from the vio-
lent suppression of human rights at Tiananmen
Square to the dismantling of the Berlin Wall.

After taking into account these changes, we
are still impressed by the remarkable stability of
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vill PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

U.S. cultural literacy in the modern world. Ed-
ucators who disparage the importance of fac-
tual knowledge on the grounds that it is al-
ways changing should take careful note. They
argue that since many of the specifics we learn
in school will become useless and forgotten in
a few years, mere content should be subordi-
nated to skills. This argument has sponsored
a watered-down and incoherent approach to
specific content in our schools. Yet a careful
examination of the changes required in this
dictionary over the past five years effectively de-
molishes that argument. Over ninety percent of
what one needs to know has remained stable in
all subjects except the obvious ones of recent
history, science, and technology. And even in
those subjects, the core of needed knowledge
has remained very stable. The core contents of

a first-rate school curriculum are not arbitrary
elements, and in most areas of learning they do
not change either rapidly or radically over time.
These findings have enormous implications for
schooling and school reform.

If imitation is the sincerest flattery (see “Prov-
erbs and Sayings”), then the first edition of this
work has been sincerely flattered in several
countries of Europe and Asia. We single out for
special admiration a fine scholarly dictionary of
Dutch cultural literacy, produced in the Neth-
erlands under the energetic editorship of Profes-
sor Dolph Kohnstamm and Dr. H. C. Kassee.

We hope that this new edition will prove to
be as useful as the previous one, and we invite
our readers to continue to write us to offer sug-
gestions for its improvement.

E.D. HIRSCH, JR.
JOSEPH KETT
JAMES TREFIL



INTRODUCTION

Although it is true that no two humans know
exactly the same things, they often have a great
deal of knowledge in common. To a large extent
this common knowledge or collective memory
allows people to communicate, to work togeth-
er, and to live together. It forms the basis for
communities, and if it is shared by enough peo-
ple, it is a distinguishing characteristic of a na-
tional culture. The form and content of this
common knowledge constitute one of the ele-
ments that makes each national culture unique.

It is our contention that such a body of infor-
mation is shared by literate Americans of the
late twentieth century, and that this body of
knowledge can be identified and defined. This
dictionary is a first attempt at that task. It iden-
tifies and defines the names, phrases, events,
and other items that are familiar to most literate
Americans: the information that we call cultural
literacy. Although few of us will know every en-
try, most of us will be familiar with the major-
ity, even if we are unable to define each one
exactly.

Cultural literacy, unlike expert knowledge, is
meant to be shared by everyone. It is that shift-
ing body of information that our culture has
found useful, and therefore worth preserving.
Only a small fraction of what we read and hear
gains a secure place on the memory shelves of
the culturally literate, but the importance of this
information is beyond question. This shared in-
formation is the foundation of our public dis-
course. It allows us to comprehend our daily

newspapers and news reports, to understand
our peers and leaders, and even to share our
jokes. Cultural literacy is the context of what we
say and read; it is part of what makes Ameri-
cans American.

Because this is the first time anyone has tried
to identify and define the knowledge assumed in
public discourse, we had to establish a number
of rules for deciding what to include. First, we
proposed that many things are either above or
below the level of cultural literacy. Some infor-
mation is so specialized that it is known only by
experts and is therefore above the level of com-
mon knowledge. At the same time, some infor-
mation, such as the names of colors and ani-
mals, is too basic and generally known to be
included in this kind of dictionary. By definition,
cultural literacy falls between the specialized
and the generalized.

Our second test was to determine how widely
known an item is in our culture. Only those
items that are likely to be known by a broad
majority of literate Americans ought to appear
in this dictionary. Therefore, in selecting entries,
we drew upon a wide range of national period-
icals. We reasoned that if a major daily news-
paper refers to an event, person, or thing with-
out defining it, we can assume that the majority
of the readers of that periodical will know what
that item is. If this is true, that event, person, or
thing is probably part of our common knowl-
edge, and therefore part of cultural literacy.

Third, we proposed that cultural literacy is
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X INTRODUCTION

not knowledge of current events, although it can
help us understand those events as they occur.
To become part of cultural literacy, an item must
have lasting significance. Either it has found a
place in our collective memory or it has the
promise of finding such a place. This is one of
the things that contributes to the stability of cul-
tural literacy in America. Some of the material
in this dictionary has remained unchanged in
our national consciousness since our nation’s
beginnings.

In some cases, determining lasting signifi-
cance was very difficult. In our age of commu-
nication, the lifespan of many things in our col-
lective memory is very short. What seems
monumental today often becomes trivial tomor-
row. For the sake of the dictionary, we arbitrar-
ily chose a memory span of fifteen years. If a
person or event has been widely recognized for
more than fifteen years or seems likely to be rec-
ognized by a majority of people fifteen years
from now, that person or event deserved consid-
eration for a place in this dictionary.

This rule of lasting significance tended to
eliminate certain fields altogether, or nearly so.
For example, our collective memory of most of
the people and events in the fields of sports and
entertainment is too ephemeral to take a per-
manent place in our cultural heritage. There are
outstanding exceptions, however, and those are
included in this dictionary.

Scientific entries presented a special problem.

Because there is little broad knowledge of sci-
ence even among educated people, the criteria
used to compile the lists for the humanities and
social sciences simply could not be used with the
natural sciences. The gap between the essential
basic knowledge of science and what the general
reader can be expected to know has become too
large. Our criterion for choosing a science entry
was that the item must be truly essential to a
broad grasp of a major science. The science-
related terms in this dictionary represent our
best judgments, and those of our advisers,
about what literate Americans ought to know
to achieve the levels of communication expected
for the humanities and social sciences.

We realize that many of the entries included
here can be questioned. We also realize that
many items that are excluded are open to similar
questioning. We debated these entries at length,
and we hope that this dictionary will stimulate
a similar debate among our readers. American
culture is not the property of the elite or even of
the majority — it belongs to us all.

This attempt at creating a Dictionary of Cul-
tural Literacy remains an unfinished project. We
hope our readers will become our collaborators
in improving and expanding it. Our culture
changes constantly as new things are added and
others are forgotten, and new relationships are
forged and broken. Defining cultural literacy is
an ongoing project, and this is only a first step.
We invite your participation.

—E.D.H.
J.E. K.
J.



THE THEORY BEHIND THE DICTIONARY
Cultural Literacy and Education

BY E. D. HIRSCH, JR.

The conceptions that underlie this dictionary
are outlined in my book Cultural Literacy, pub-
lished in 1987. But in fact, the dictionary project
was begun before I thought of writing a separate
book, and the book itself was first conceived
merely as a technical explanation of the ideas
that led us to undertake the dictionary. The
scope of the book outgrew that aim, but no one
even considered the possibility that the book
would become a best-seller or that it would be
read outside the field of education. Although it
did become a best-seller and its ideas have been
widely discussed, many users of this dictionary
may not be familiar with the concept of cultural
literacy. So here, in brief compass, is why this
project was undertaken, and why we hope it
will help improve American public education
and public discourse.

One good way of explaining the cultural lit-
eracy project might well be to list the points of
strong agreement that have appeared in reviews
of the book and in the hundreds of letters I have
received from teachers and nonteachers alike.
All these reviews and letters endorse the propo-
sition that achieving high universal literacy
ought to be a primary focus of educational re-
form in this country. They all accept the evi-
dence that our national literacy has been declin-
ing since 1965, not only among disadvantaged

children but also among our top students. They
agree that the decline has occurred at a time
when truly functional literacy is becoming ever
more important to our economic well-being.
And they have usually stressed the idea that pro-
viding everyone with a high level of literacy is
important in holding together the social fabric
of the nation.

The novelty that my book introduced into
this discussion is its argument that true literacy
depends on a knowledge of the specific infor-
mation that is taken for granted in our public
discourse. My emphasis on background infor-
mation makes my book an attack on all formal
and technical approaches to teaching language
arts. Reading and writing are not simply acts of
decoding and encoding but rather acts of com-
munication. The literal words we speak and
read and write are just the tip of the iceberg in
communication. An active understanding of the
written word requires far more than the ability
to call out words from a page or the posses-
sion of basic vocabulary, syntax, grammar, and
inferencing techniques. We have learned that
successful reading also requires a knowledge
of shared, taken-for-granted information that is
not set down on the page.

To grasp the practical importance of that
point for our entire educational system, we need
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to ask a fundamental question. Why is high na-
tional literacy the key to educational progress in
all domains of learning, even in mathematics
and natural sciences? We have long known that
there is a high correlation between students’
reading ability and their ability to learn new ma-
terials in diverse fields. That sounds vaguely rea-
sonable, even obvious, but why exactly should
it be the case? Let’s try to understand the not-
so-obvious reason for the high correlation be-
tween reading ability and learning ability.

The true measure of reading ability is the ease
and accuracy with which a person can under-
stand diverse kinds of writing. All standardized
tests of reading ability include samples from sev-
eral different subject matters. But why isn’t one
long sample just as effective a test as several
short ones? Well, if reading ability were a purely
generalizable skill, one long sample would be
an adequate diagnostic test. But in fact, reading
ability is not a generalizable skill. If a young boy
knows a lot about snakes but very little about
lakes, he will make a good score on a passage
about snakes, but a less good score on a passage
about lakes. So to get a fairly accurate picture
of his overall reading ability, we have to sample
how he does on a variety of subjects.

But notice that this variability in a person’s
performance shows us something of utmost im-
portance about reading ability. To have a good
general reading ability, you need to know about
a lot of things. If you know about lakes and
snakes, and rakes and cakes, you will have high-
er reading ability than if you just know about
snakes. Aha! you might say, that simply means
you will read better if you have a broad vocab-
ulary. That is true. But remember what it means
to have a broad vocabulary. Knowing a lot of
words means knowing a lot of things. Words re-
fer to things. Language arts are also knowledge
arts.

We have now taken a first step in understand-
ing the correlation between reading ability and
learning ability. We have established that high
reading ability is a multiplex skill that requires
knowledge in a wide range of subjects. It turns

out that the same is true of learning ability. A
basic axiom of learning is that the easiest way
to learn something new is to associate it with
something we already know. Much of the art of
teaching is the art of associating what kids need
to learn with what they already know. The pro-
cess of learning often works as metaphor does,
yoking old ideas together to make something
new. In the nineteenth century, when people
wanted to describe the new transportation tech-
nology that went chug-chug-chug, they called
the engine an “iron horse” and the rail system
“track way” (if they were Dutch) or “rail way”
(if they were English) or “iron way” (if they
were French, German, or Italian) or “narrow
iron lane” (if they were Greek). All of these met-
aphors successfully conveyed a new concept by
combining old concepts.

As a consequence of the fact that we learn
most easily when we attach the new to the old,
people who already know a lot tend to learn
new things faster and more easily than people
who do not know very much. Mainly this is be-
cause knowledgeable people will have less to
learn; they already know many of the key ele-
ments in the new concept. In learning about a
railroad, for instance, they possess whole realms
of relevant knowledge that make it unnecessary
to explain a lot of subordinate facts about how
wheels work, what the nature of iron is, what
steam engines do, and so on.

It should now be clear why reading ability
and learning ability are so closely allied. They
both depend on a diversity of prior knowledge.
You can easily read a range of new texts if you
already know a lot; so too you can easily learn
a broad range of new knowledge if you already
know a lot. It should not surprise us, therefore,
that back in the 1950s the College Board found
out that the best predictor of how well students
would perform in school was their performance
on a general knowledge test. “Reading, writing,
and arithmetic” and the general ability to learn
new things all show a high correlation with
broad background knowledge.

I must ask your indulgence to take another
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step along the path I am leading you. Reading
and learning ability depend on something more
definite than broad, unspecified knowledge. To
a significant degree, learning and reading de-
pend on specific broad knowledge. The reason
for this goes back to my earlier point that read-
ing is not just a technical skill but also an act
of communication. When somebody is reading
with understanding, communication is taking
place between writer and reader. Conversely, if
communication isn’t taking place, the reader
isn’t accurately understanding what he or she is
reading. Successful communication depends on
understanding both the text’s literal meanings
and its implied meanings. These all-important
implied meanings can only be constructed out
of specific knowledge shared between writer
and reader. Let me give a very brief example of
why this is so. Here are the beginning words of
a school textbook on chemistry:

You are beginning your study of chemistry at a time when
growing numbers of people are concerned about the de-
clining quality of life. Chemistry can help you gain a
deeper and more satisfying understanding of your envi-
ronment than you have now. If you are curious and wish
to know more about natural processes, minerals of the
earth, water and solutions, and gases of the atmosphere,
the activities in chemistry beckon to you.

That’s it. As a child, I'm supposed to know
before reading the passage that chemistry has to
do with minerals, water, and solutions, that
numbers of people are concerned about the
quality of life, that quality of life has something
to do with water and solutions. Understanding
that passage will be easy if I already know what
“chemistry,” “solution,” and “declining quality
of life” are supposed to signify.

But just consider the words of that last phrase
one by one, “declining quality of life.” They pre-
suppose a whole realm of background knowl-
edge that has no existence in the words them-
selves. To understand the phrase quickly and
accurately, I need more than a knowledge of the
individual words or possession of general infer-
encing skills. I need to know the writer’s taken-
for-granted information — in this case, the

widespread discussion in our culture about the
pollution of rivers, atmosphere, and so on. Nei-
ther the word nor the concept of pollution is
mentioned in the passage. But to understand the
paragraph, I not only need to know that rivers
and air are being polluted, 1 also need to know
the unspoken convention that complaints about
pollution are sometimes couched in the phrase
“declining quality of life.” If I don’t share that
background knowledge with the writer, I can’t
quickly understand the passage. Even someone
with a good command of English and technical
reading skills who happened not to know that
particular background information would be
baffled for a long time by the juxtaposition of
quality of life with a reference to aqueous solu-
tions.

Reading ability, then, depends not only on
broad knowledge but also on shared knowledge.
Communication between writer and reader al-
ways depends on implications that remain un-
said, and that must be shared by writer and
reader if the communication is to proceed effec-
tively. Since successful learning from reading de-
pends on the effectiveness of the communicative
transaction, I am led to the conclusion that both
learning and reading are powerfully affected by
the degree to which background knowledge is
shared between writer and reader, and between
teacher and student. To learn well, I need to
know a lot, but I also need to know the specific
things that enable me to read between the lines.

Therefore, learning depends on communica-
tion, and effective communication depends on
shared background knowledge. The optimal
way to fulfill this requirement of communica-
tion 1s simply to insure that readers and writers,
students and teachers do in fact share a broad
range of specific knowledge. This makes good
communication possible, which in turn makes
effective learning possible, and also enables a
society to work. In short, we have come round
to the point of my book. An important key to
solving the twin problems of learning and liter-
acy is to attain the broadly shared background
knowledge I have called “cultural literacy.” My
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book argues that the content of this literate
background knowledge is not a mystery, and
that it can be taught systematically to all our
students. The book further claims that if we do
impart this content, we can achieve the univer-
sal literacy that is a necessary foundation for
further educational, economic, and social im-
provements. No active reading researcher —
that is to say, no one who is thoroughly conver-
sant with the empirical data in cognitive re-
search — has challenged this analysis.

We know from the history of Europe that
national schools can achieve high literacy for
everyone in a multicultural population. France
did so with a population that, up to the eight-
eenth century, spoke at least four different lan-
guages. The French school system turned illit-
erate “peasants into Frenchmen,” to use Eugen
Weber’s phrase, and it was the school system,
not the peasant home, that accomplished this
miracle. Viewed in a long historical perspective,
it has been the school, not the home, that has
been the decisive factor in achieving mass liter-
acy. Literate national language and culture are
what Ernest Gellner aptly calls school-transmit-
ted cultures. He observes that the chief makers
of the modern nation have been schoolteachers.
They helped create the modern nation-state, and
they alone can perpetuate it and make it thrive.
When the schools of a nation fail adequately to
transmit the literate national language and cul-
ture, the unity and effectiveness of the nation
will necessarily decline.

While avoiding the temptation to cast blame
for our recent decline in literacy, we do need
to understand and correct it. One important
cause of the decline has been the use of “skills-
oriented,” “relevant” materials in elementary
and secondary grades. The consequent disap-
pearance from the early curriculum of literate
culture (that is, traditional history, myth, and
literature) has been a mistake of monumental
proportions. Modern basal readers constantly
update the content that young children are
taught, under the theory that modern materials
will be of greater interest to them than older

stories and myths, as though reading, writing,
and oral communication were formal skills that
could be perfected independently of specific lit-
erate content. Unfortunately, as we have seen,
that theory is empirically wrong, and operating
upon it has had disastrous consequences for na-
tional literacy. Research on expert performance
shows a high correlation between skill and spe-
cific knowledge, and this correlation holds from
the beginning stages up to the very top levels of
performance.

Publishers and schools need to direct their
energies to enhancing the effectiveness with
which core literate content is presented. They
should not try to overhaul the entire content of
literate culture, which cannot successfully be
done in any case. Professional linguists have
often remarked on the inherent conservatism of
literacy. Some of its elements do not change at
all. Spelling, for example, is extraordinarily con-
servative, because so many people have learned
the traditional forms, and so many books have
recorded them, that successful spelling reform
would require orthographical thought-police.
This linguistic inertia induced by print and mass
education also extends to other contents of lit-
erate culture.

But the conservatism of literate culture is far
from total. New elements are constantly coming
in, and old ones falling out of use. Americans
have successfully pressed for cultural reforms,
including greater representation of women, mi-
norities, and non-Western cultures. In addition,
literate culture must keep up with historical and
technical change. Yet the materials of literate
culture that are recent introductions constitute
about a fifth of its total. The disputed territory
of literate culture is much smaller still — about
4 percent. Thus, 96 percent of literate culture is
undisputed territory, and, most striking of all,
8o percent of literate culture has been in use for
more than a hundred years!

Such cultural conservatism is fortunate and
useful for the purposes of national communica-
tion. It enables grandparents to communicate
with grandchildren, southerners with midwes-
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terners, whites with blacks, Asians with Hispan-
ics, and Republicans with Democrats — no mat-
ter where they were educated. If each local
school system imparts the traditional reference
points of literate culture, then everybody is able
to communicate with strangers. That is a good
definition of literacy: the ability to communicate
effectively with strangers. We help people in the
underclass rise economically by teaching them
how to communicate effectively beyond a nar-
row social sphere, and that can only be ac-
complished by teaching them shared, traditional
literate culture. Thus the inherent conservatism
of literacy leads to an unavoidable paradox: the
social goals of liberalism require educational
conservatism. We only make social and eco-
nomic progress by teaching everyone to read
and communicate, which means teaching myths
and facts that are predominantly traditional.
Those who evade this inherent conservatism
of literacy in the name of multicultural anti-
elitism are in effect elitists of an extreme sort.
Traditionally educated themselves, and highly
literate, these self-appointed protectors of mi-
nority cultures have advised schools to pursue a
course that has condemned minorities to illiter-
acy. The disadvantaged students for whom anti-

elitist solicitude is expressed are the very ones
who suffer when we fail to introduce tradi-
tional literate culture into the earliest grades.
Ideological partisanship on the subject of na-
tional literacy is more empirical than ideologi-
cal. The overarching ideological decision has
already been made in the commitment to uni-
versal literacy. What follows from that com-
mitment is determined more by reality than
ideology.

The real test of any educational idea is its use-
fulness. We hope this dictionary will be a useful
tool. We also hope and expect that no one will
be willing to stop with cultural literacy as a final
educational aim. Cultural literacy is a necessary
but not sufficient attainment of an educated per-
son. Cultural literacy is shallow; true education
is deep. But our analysis of reading and learn-
ing suggests the paradox that broad, shallow
knowledge is the best route to deep knowledge.
Because broad knowledge enables us to read
and learn effectively, it is the best guarantee that
we will continue to read, and learn, and deepen
our knowledge. True literacy has always opened
doors — not just to deep knowledge and eco-
nomic success, but also to other people and
other cultures.






HOW TO USE THIS DICTIONARY

The Dictionary of Cultural Literacy is a departure from all other reference works in its
attempt to identify and define common cultural knowledge rather than to present a lex-
icon of words or topics. Nonetheless, for the convenience of our readers, this book in-
corporates some of the conventions found in standard dictionaries and encyclopedias.

ORGANIZATION

The Index

The first place to look for a particular topic in
this dictionary is the alphabetically ordered in-
dex found at the end of the book.

Subject Sections
The main body of the dictionary is divided into
the twenty-three sections listed in the Contents.
These sections follow the traditional division of
subject matter that a student should have en-
countered by the senior year in most high
schools. Some particularly lengthy subjects have
been divided into two sections according to the
most common divisions used in classrooms and
textbooks. For example, the year 1865 marks
the dividing point between the two sections on
American history because this date is tradition-
ally used as a historical divider in American his-
tory courses. Within each section, entries are
listed alphabetically. Proper names, quotations,
or phrases are listed by their most commonly
recognized element.

Because cultural literacy embraces more sub-
ject matter than is usually treated in an aca-
demic setting, this book contains several topics,

such as proverbs and idioms, that may be en-
countered only indirectly in the classroom.

Definitions
Each entry provides a concise definition and
also the current cultural sense of the term.

Cultural Associations

Most definitions make the cultural sense of an
entry self-evident, but such is not always the
case. Some entries require further information.
Cultural associations follow the definitions and
are identified by the symbol 8. When an entry
has more than one cultural association, each
one is preceded by the symbol.

Cross-References

Cross-references throughout the dictionary ex-
pand the information given in each entry and
indicate relationships between various entries.
Set in small capitals, cross-references appear as
part of a definition or cultural association, as in
the example above, or are listed at the end of
the definition. Cross-references refer to entry
words included in the index.
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HOW TO USE THIS DICTIONARY

Pronunciation

Some of the entries in this dictionary have un-
usual pronunciations; therefore, a pronuncia-
tion guide is provided. This guide appears in
parentheses after the entry word. No special
symbols are required for understanding these
pronunciations. Instead, pronunciations rely on

individual letters or familiar combinations of
letters to convey their sound. Variant pronunci-
ations are given whenever necessary. Pronunci-
ations are broken into syllables separated by
hyphens. The primary accent in a word is indi-
cated by capital letters. In most cases the sound
represented in the pronunciation is easily under-
stood, but a key is provided here for your use.

PRONUNCIATION KEY

When A Sound It Should Be

Appears As Pronounced As In

a pat, sand, laugh

ah father, car, calm, heart

air hair, fare, pear

aw law, caucus, all, short, talk,
bought

ay pay, make, wait

b bib, rubber

ch church, watch, cello, nature

d deed, filled

e bet, edge, berry, bury, said

ee bee, each, me, conceit

eer beer, ear, clear, pier, weird,
cereal

eye bite, by, aisle, buy

f fife, phase, rough

g gag, again, ghost

h hat, ahead, who

i bit, if, spinach, manage

] jar, judge, gem, edge,
manage

k kick, cook, account, pique,

kw quick, acquire, choir

] let, lull, little

m mum, summer, column,
climb

n nine, sun, sudden

ng sing, think, angle

When A Sound It Should Be

Appears As Pronounced As In

0 pot, clock, honest

oh go, hope, toe, coat, show,
owe, sew

00 book, wood, pull, would

ooh boot, too, rule, suit

ow cow, town, out, house,
bough,

oy toy, point, noise

P pop, apple

r roar, hurry, rhythm, write
sauce, pass, city, whistle

sh ship, dish, tissue, addition,
anxious

t tight, attempt, stopped,

th thin, breath, nothing

thh this, breathe, other

u cut, up, above

uh about, item, edible, lemon,
circus, famous, better

ur urge, term, firm, word, heard

v valve, river, of

w with, away, one, quick

y yes, onion, hallelujah

yoo cure, purée, uranium

yooh you, use, cue, tew, beautiful

z zebra, buzz, rose, anxiety

zh beige, vision, pleasure









The Bible

he BiBLE, the holy book of JupAisM and CHRISTIANITY, is the most widely known book in

the English-speaking world. It is divided into two main parts, commonly called the OLp

TESTAMENT and the NEw TESTAMENT. The best-known books of the Old Testament are

GeNEsIs, Exopus, the PsaLms, the Book of JoB, ECCLESIASTES, the SONG OF SOLOMON,
and the Book of Isa1aH. The thirty-nine books make up the holy Scripture for Judaism. Christianity
at a later period built upon Judaism and included the Old Testament as the first part of its own
Scripture, adding the New Testament, which consists of twenty-seven books. Its main books are the
four GosPELS — MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE, and JoHN, which relate the life of JEsus and his teach-
ings — and the Book of REVELATION.

No one in the English-speaking world can be considered literate without a basic knowledge of the
Bible. Literate people in INDIA, whose religious traditions are not based on the Bible but whose
common language is English, must know about the Bible in order to understand English within their
own country. All educated speakers of American English need to understand what is meant when
someone describes a contest as being between DAvID and Goliath, or whether a person who has the
“wisdom of SOLOMON” is wise or foolish, or whether saying “My cup runneth over” means the
person feels fortunate or unfortunate. Those who cannot use or understand such allusions cannot
fully participate in literate English.

The Bible is also essential for understanding many of the moral and spiritual values of our cuL-
TURE, whatever our religious beliefs. The story of ABRAHAM AND [SAAC concerns our deepest feelings
about the relations between parents and children. The story of Job is a major representation in our
tradition of being patient during suffering. The PARABLES and sayings of Jesus, such as “Blessed are
the meek, for they shall inherit the earth,” are so often alluded to that they need to be known by
Americans of all faiths.

The linguistic and cultural importance of the Bible is a fact that no one denies. Nonetheless,
elementary knowledge of the Bible has declined among young people in recent years. School au-
thorities have felt that teaching about the Bible might be offensive to some parents, and might even
be illegal, in light of recent decisions of the SUPREME COURT disallowing prayer in the public schools.
The dilemma for Americans is that the CONSTITUTION forbids the teaching of religion in the public
schools, and even without that legal prohibition, our schools should not impose religious teaching
over the objections of parents. Is there a solution to this dilemma?

No person in the modern world can be considered educated without a basic knowledge of all the
great religions of the world — IsLam, ConFucianisMm, Taoism, Bubppuism, HINDuIsM, Judaism,
and Christianity. But our knowledge of Judaism and Christianity needs to be more detailed than
that of other great religions, if only because of the historical accident that has embedded the Bible

I



28 THE BIBLE

in our thought and language. The Bible is a central book in our culture, just as the KORAN is central
in other nations, whose citizens need to know more about the Koran than about the Bible. The
logical conclusion is that our schools need to teach more about the Bible than about the Koran, but
they have a responsibility to teach about both. Far from being illegal or undesirable, teaching about
the Bible is not only consistent with our CONSTITUTION, it is essential to our literacy.

ABRAHAM AND Isaac. An engraving of an angel
stopping Abraham from sacrificing Isaac, by Julius
Schunoor von Karolsfeld.

Abraham and Isaac The first two PATRIARCHS of
the OLD TESTAMENT. According to the Book of GEN-
Es1S, God made a COVENANT with Abraham, telling
him to leave his own country and promising to give
his family (the HEBREWS) the land of Canaan. This
was the ProMISED LAND. God also promised to
maintain the covenant with Abraham’s son Isaac.
After a time, God tested Abraham by telling him to
sacrifice Isaac as a burnt offering. Abraham obedi-
ently placed Isaac on an altar and took a knife to kill
him. Then an ANGEL of the Lord appeared and told
Abraham to spare his son: since Abraham had
proved his faith, the sacrifice of his son would not be
required of him.

%8 Both JEws and Arabs (see ARAB-ISRAEL!I CON-
FLicT) claim descent from Abraham: Jews through
Isaac, Arabs through Abraham’s other son, Ishmael.
Abraham’s devotion to God makes him a model of
faith to Jews and CHRisTIANS alike. é8 “The bosom

—E.D. H.

of Abraham” is a term used in the Gospel of LUKE,
and in poetry often refers to the peace of HEAVEN.

Adam and Eve In the BiBLE, the first man and the

first woman. The Book of GENEsis tells that God cre-
ated Adam by breathing life into “the dust of the
ground.” Later, God created Eve from Adam’s rib.
God placed Adam and Eve in the Garden of EDEN,
telling them that they could eat the fruit of all the
trees in the garden except the fruit of the TREE OF

ApAM AND Evi. The Fall of Man, an engraving
by Albrecht Diirer.
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KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. They lived happily
until the SERPENT (SATAN) tempted Eve to eat the
FORBIDDEN FRUIT. She ate, and gave the fruit to
Adam, who also ate; they immediately became aware
and ashamed of their nakedness. Because of Adam and
Eve’s disobedience, God drove them from the garden
into the world outside, where Eve would suffer in
childbirth, and Adam would have to earn his liveli-
hood by the sweat of his brow. The most dire conse-
quence of Adam and Eve’s disobedience was death:
“Dust THOU ART,” said God, “AND UNTO DUST
SHALT THOU RETURN.” After their expulsion, Eve
gave birth to sons, first CAIN AND ABEL, and then
Seth, and thus Adam and Eve became the parents of
mankind. Adam and Eve’s sin, and their consequent
loss of God’s grace and of the enjoyment of PARA-
DISE, is referred to as the FALL oF MAN or simply
“the Fall.”

alpha and omega (aL-fuh; oh-mAY-guh, oh-MEG-uh,
oh-MEE-guh) The beginning and the end. In the
Greek alphabet, in which the NEw TESTAMENT was
written, alpha is the first letter and omega is the last.
In the Book of REVELATION, God says, “I am Alpha
and Omega, the first and the last,” meaning that God
remains from the beginning to the end of time.

Am I my brother’s keeper? See BROTHER’S KEEPER,
Am [ my.

angels  Spirits who live in HEAVEN with God; also
the DEVILS of HELL, who are angels fallen from good-
ness. In the BIBLE, angels are often sent to earth,
sometimes with a human appearance, to bring the
messages of God to people, to guide and protect
them, or to execute God’s punishments. (See ABRA-
HAM AND ISAAC, ANNUNCIATION, CHERUBIM, DAN-
IEL IN THE LIONS’ DEN, JACOB’S LADDER, LOT’S WIFE,
LUCIFER, PASSOVER, PLAGUES OF EGYPT, SATAN, and
Sopom AND GOMORRAH.)

Annunciation An announcement made by an AN-
GEL to MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS, that she was
going to bear a son, even though she was a virgin.
Her son was to be called JEsus.

Antichrist A person mentioned in the New TESTA-
MENT as an enemy of JEsus, who will appear before
the SEcoND COMING and win over many of Jesus’
followers. The Antichrist is often identified with a

beast described in the Book of REVELATION, whom
God destroys just before the final defeat of SATAN.

8 Since the New Testament was written, people
have frequently tried to prove that an individual hu-
man being was the Antichrist. Some of the candidates
have been the Roman emperors NERO and CALIGULA
and the modern dictators HITLER and STALIN.

Apocalypse (uh-rok-uh-lips) Another name for the
NEw TESTAMENT Book of REVELATION; from the
Greek word for “revelation.”

t& An “apocalypse” is a final catastrophe. ¢a The
Apocalypse is supposed to come at the end of the
world or of time.

Apocrypha (uh-rox-ruh-fuh) Religious writings
that have been accepted as books of the BIBLE by
some groups but not by others. RoMAN CATHOLICS,
for example, include seven books in the OLD TEs-
TAMENT that JEws and PROTESTANTS do not consider
part of the Bible. Some CHURCHES may read the
Apocrypha for inspiration, but not to establish reli-
gious doctrine.

ta- By extension, an “apocryphal” story is one that
is probably false but is nevertheless regarded as hav-
ing some value.

Apostles, the Twelve The twelve men chosen by
Jesus to follow him and to spread the GosPEL af-
ter his death. They included PETER, James, JOHN,
THOMAS, MATTHEW, and JuDAS IscAr1OT (who was
later replaced). PauL, even though he was not one of
the twelve, is generally considered an apostle because
of his crucial role in the spread of CHRISTIANITY.

*a In general usage, an “apostle” is someone who
preaches or promotes a cause, particularly a religious
one. The term also connotes a DISCIPLE.

Ararat (ArR-uh-rat) The mountain upon which
NOAH’S ARK came to rest as the waters of the great
flood receded. (See NoaH AND THE FLOOD.)

ark, Noah’s See NoaH AND THE FLOOD.

Armageddon (ahr-muh-Gep-n) In the Book of REv-
ELATION, the site of the final and conclusive battle
between good and evil, involving “the kings of the
earth and the whole world,” on the “great day of God
Almighty.”

& Figuratively, “Armageddon” is any great battle
or destructive confrontation.
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Ask, and it shall be given you A teaching of Jesus
in the SERMON ON THE MOUNT. He continues, “Seck,
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you.”

e This passage suggests that God will give what-
ever is needed to those who have the faith to ask

forit. -

Babel, Tower of (Bay-buhl, BaB-uhl) In the Book
of GENESIS, a tower that the descendants of NoaAH
built. They intended that the tower would reach up
to HEAVEN itself, increase their reputation, and make
them like God. God prevented them from completing
the tower by confusing their language so that they
could no longer understand one another’s speech.
From that time forward, according to the BIBLE, the
peoples of the earth would be scattered, speaking dif-
ferent languages.
ta& “Babel” is confusion and noise.

Babylon (BAB-uh-luhn, BAB-uh-lon) The capital of
the ancient empire of BABYLONIA, which conquered
JupaH in the sixth century B.c. The JEws were exiled
to Babylon, which they found luxurious and corrupt.
The PrROPHET DANIEL became a counselor to the king
of Babylon (see HANDWRITING ON THE WALL), and
eventually the ISRAELITES were allowed to return to
their homeland. (See also DANIEL IN THE LIONS’
DEN.)

t& A “Babylon” is any place of sin and corrup-
tion. 28 This event in Jewish history is known as the
Babylonian captivity. ¢ One of the most famous
PsaLms begins, “By the waters of Babylon, we lay
down, yea we wept.”

Beatitudes (bee-AT-uh-toohdz, bee-aT-uh-tyoohdz)
Eight sayings of JEsus at the beginning of the SER-
MON ON THE MOUNT. The word is from the LATIN
beatus, meaning “blessed,” and each of the Beati-
tudes begins with the word blessed. They include
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the
earth,” “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall
see God,” and “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
shall be called the children of God.”

8- In the Beatitudes, Jesus promises rewards for
good living, difficult though it may be.

beginning, In the The first words of the Book of
GENEsIS, which contains the biblical account of CRE-
ATION: “In the beginning God created the HEAVENS
and the EARTH.” The GOsPEL of JoHN begins, “In the
beginning was the Word.”

Bethlehem The village near JERUSALEM where JE-
sus was born. (See NATIVITY.)

Bible The book sacred to CHRIsTIANS, which they
consider to be the inspired word of God. The Bible
includes the OLp TESTAMENT, which contains the sa-
cred books of the JEws, and the NEw TESTAMENT,
which begins with the birth of Jesus.

Besides the Christian-Jewish difference concerning
the Bible, there are differences among Christians on
precisely what is to be included in the book. Thirty-
nine books of the Old Testament are accepted as part
of the Bible by Christians and Jews alike. Some
Christians hold several books and parts of books of
the Old Testament to be part of the Bible also, while
other Christians, and Jews, call these the Old Testa-
ment ApocrYPHA. Christians are united in their ac-
ceptance of the twenty-seven books of the New Tes-

Hebrew Scriptures

Genesis Il Kings Micah Song of Songs
Exodus Isaiah Nahum Ruth
Leviticus Jeremiah Habakkuk Lamentations
Numbers Ezekiel Zephaniah Ecclesiastes
Deuteronomy  THE TWELVE Haggai Esther
Joshua Hosea Zechariah Daniel
Judges Joel Malachi Ezra
| Samuel Amos Psalms Nehemiah
Il Samuel Obadiah Proverbs | Chronicles
| Kings Jonah Job Il Chronicles
Old Testament
Jerusalem King James Jerusalem King James
Version Version Version Version
Genesis Genesis Song of Solomon Song of Solomon
Exodus Exodus Wisdom
Leviticus Leviticus Ecclesiasticus
Numbers Numbers Isaiah Isaiah
Deuteronomy Deuteronomy Jeremiah Jeremiah
Joshua Joshua Lamentations Lamentations
Judges Judges Baruch
Ruth Ruth Ezekiel Ezekiel
| Samuel | Samuel Daniel Daniel
Il Samuel 1l Samuel Hosea Hosea
| Kings | Kings Joel Joel
Il Kings Il Kings Amos Amos
| Chronicles | Chronicles Obadiah Obadiah
Il Chronicles Il Chronicles Jonah Jonah
Ezra Ezra Micah Micah
Nehemiah Nehemiah Nahum Nahum
Tobit Habakkuk Habakkuk
Judith Zephaniah Zephaniah
Esther Esther Haggai Haggai
Job Job Zechariah Zechariah
Psalms Psalms Malachi Malachi
Proverbs Proverbs | Maccabees
Eccl Ecclesiast Il Maccabees
New Testament
Matthew Il Corinthians | Timothy Il Peter
Mark Galatians Il Timothy | John
Luke Ephesians Titus 11 John
John Philippians Philemon 111 John
Acts Colossians Hebrews Jude
Romans I-Thessalonians James Revelation
| Corinthians Il-Thessalonians | Peter

BOOKS OF THE BIBLE
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tament; Jews do not consider the writings of the New
Testament inspired. The Bible is also called “the
Book™ (bible means “book”).

8- By extension, any book considered an infallible
or very reliable guide to some activity may be called
a “bible.”

brother’s keeper, Am I my A saying from the Bi-
ble’s story of CAIN AND ABEL. After Cain had mur-
dered his brother Abel, God asked him where his
brother was. Cain answered, “I know not; am [ my
brother’s keeper?”

28 Cain’s words have come to symbolize people’s
unwillingness to accept responsibility for the welfare
of their fellows — their “brothers” in the extended
sense of the term. The tradition of Jubaism and
CHRISTIANITY is that people do have this responsi-
bility. (See GoOD SAMARITAN, LOVE THY NEIGHBOR
AS THYSELF, and LOVE YOUR ENEMIES.)

burning bush A bush described in the Book of Ex-
obus; God revealed himself to Mosks, telling him
that he must go to PHARAOH to free the ISRAELITES
from slavery, and that Moses must also lead them to
the PROMISED LAND. This was a miraculous appear-
ance of God, for “the bush burned with fire, and the
bush was not consumed.” God told Moses, speaking
out of the bush, “I am the God of thy father, the God
of ABRAHAM, the God of Isaac, and the God of Ja-
coB.” When Moses asked God for his name, “God
said unto Moses, ‘I Am That [ Am.””

Cain and Abel The first children of ApaM aAND
EVE, born after the FALL oF MaAN. Once, when they
were grown men, both Cain and Abel offered sacri-
fices to God. When Cain saw that Abel’s pleased God
while his did not, Cain murdered his brother out of
jealousy. Soon afterward, God asked Cain where
Abel was, and Cain replied, “I know not; AM | MY
BROTHER’S KEEPER?” For his crime, Cain was exiled
by God to a life of wandering in a distant land.

#8- God “set a mark upon Cain” to protect him in
his wanderings. The “mark of Cain” now refers to an
individual’s or mankind’s sinful nature.

Calvary The hill near JErUSALEM on which JEsus
was crucified. The name is LATIN for “Place of the
Skull™; it is also called Golgotha. (See CRUCIFIXION.)

Cast thy bread upon the waters An expression
from the Book of ECCLESIASTES in the OLD TESTA-

MENT: “Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou
shalt find it after many days.”

& This saying calls on people to believe that their
good deeds will finally benefit them.

chapter and verse The means of locating passages
in the BIBLE. Thus MATTHEW 19:18 means chapter
19, verse 18, of the Book of Matthew.

8 In general use, giving “chapter and verse”
means giving precise evidence for a proposition.

cherubim (cHER-uh-bim, CHER-yuh-bim) sing. cher-
ub One of the groups of the ANGELS.

8 God is often described in the OLD TESTAMENT
as sitting on a throne supported by cherubim. & In
the art of the RENAISSANCE, cherubim (or cherubs)
are depicted as chubby babies with wings. Hence, a
person with a chubby, childlike face may be called
“cherubic.”

Chosen People The HEBREWS or ISRAELITES; the
nation God chose to receive his revelation, and with
whom God chose to make a COVENANT.

Christ A title for JEsus meaning “MESSIAH” or
“anointed one.”

Christian A follower or DISCIPLE of JEsUS; some-
one who believes Jesus is the CHRIST or MESSIAH.
The New TESTAMENT mentions that the followers of
Jesus were first called Christians within a few years
after his death.

coat of many colors The special coat that Jacos
gave to his son JosEPH; the coat made his other sons
jealous and resentful. (See JacoB AND Esau and Jo-
SEPH AND HIS BROTHERS.)

covenant Literally, a cONTRACT. In the BIBLE, an
agreement between God and his people, in which
God makes promises to his people and, usually, re-
quires certain conduct from them. In the OLD TEs-
TAMENT, God made agreements with NoAH, ABRA-
HAM, and Mosgs. To Noah, he promised that he
would never again destroy the earth with a flood. He
promised Abraham that he would become the ances-
tor of a great nation, provided Abraham went to the
place God showed him, and sealed the covenant by
CIRCUMCISION of all the males of the nation. To
Moses, God said that the [SRAELITES would reach the
PrROMISED LAND, but must obey the Mosaic LAw. In
the NEw TESTAMENT, God promised SALVATION to
those who believe in JEsus.
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Creation God’s creation of the world as described in
the Book of GENESIS, commencing in this way: “IN THE
BEGINNING God created the HEAVENS and the EARTH.
And the earth was without form, and void; and dark-
ness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of
God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said,
‘Let there be light’: and there was light.” According to
this account, the Creation took six days, with God cre-
ating ADAM AND EVE on the sixth day, and resting on
the seventh day. Genesis also gives another account of
the Creation, in which God makes Adam out of clay,
prepares the Garden of EDEN for him, and then fash-
ions Eve out of Adam’s rib.

crown of thorns A mock crown, made from thorn
branches, that Roman soldiers put on the head of Je-
sus before the CruciFixioN. The soldiers also
“bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, say-
ing, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’”

8 In common usage, a “crown of thorns” may be
anything that causes intense suffering: “The jailed
South African leader bears her afflictions like a crown
of thorns.” Similar to the expression “cross to bear.”
(See CRUCIFIXION.)

Crucifixion The death of Jesus on the cross. After
he had been betrayed by Jupas IscarioT and ar-
rested, Jesus was condemned by his fellow JEws as a
false MEssiaH and turned over to the Roman gover-
nor PONTIUS PILATE to be crucified. Pilate found no
reason to condemn Jesus; he tried to convince the
people that it was absurd to regard Jesus as “king of
the Jews,” and offered to release him. But when the
people insisted that Jesus be put to death, Pilate
washed his hands to indicate that Jesus’ fate was no
longer his responsibility, and turned Jesus over to be
crucified. Roman soldiers then placed a cRowN OF
THORNS on the head of Jesus, and mocked him, say-
ing, “Hail, King of the Jews.” He was made to carry
a wooden cross up the hill of CALVARY near JERU-
SALEM, where he was nailed to the cross and was
placed between two thieves, who were also crucified.
Shortly before his death, he said, “FATHER, FORGIVE
THEM, FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO.” After
his death, the followers of Jesus placed his body in a
tomb.

¢8 Jesus had told his piscipLES that he would sac-
rifice his life so that believers’ sins might be forgiven.
CHRISTIANS believe that his death on the cross and
his RESURRECTION three days later make SALVATION

CRUCIFIXION

possible. 8 Having a “cross to bear” means any
painful responsibility that is forced upon one. & To
“wash one’s hands of it” means to refuse to take re-
sponsibility for an action or event.

Damascus An ancient city in SYria (and still its
capital today). The arosTLE PAuL, then an official
called Saul, was on his way from JERUSALEM to Da-
mascus to arrest CHRISTIANS. He underwent a dra-
matic conversion on the road, in which he fell from
his horse, saw a dazzling light, and “heard a voice
saying unto him, ‘Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
me? ...l am Jesus, whom thou persecutest.””

8- The “road to Damascus” is an image for a sud-

den turning point in a person’s life.
Daniel See DANIEL IN THE LIONS’ DEN.

Daniel in the lions’ den During the captivity of the
JEws in BABYLON, in the sixth century B.C., the
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PROPHET Daniel continued to pray to his God against
the express command of the king. As a result, Daniel
was thrown into a lions’ den to be devoured. But God
sent an ANGEL to protect him, and he emerged mirac-
ulously unharmed the next day.

ta Daniel’s situation is an image for an impossibly
hostile environment.

Davip. The hero, as Michelangelo envisioned
him, moments before slaying Goliath.

David A great king of the ISRAELITES in the OLD
TESTAMENT. David was a shepherd in his boyhood.
As a youth, he asked for King Saul’s permission to
fight Goliath, the giant PHILISTINE warrior whom all
the other Israelites were afraid to face. Despite his
small size, David managed to kill Goliath by hitting
him in the forehead with a stone he flung from a
sling. King Saul then gave David command of his
army, but he grew jealous of him and tried to kill

him; David spent many years fleeing from Saul. After
Saul’s death, David was made king of the Israelites
and served nobly, despite occasional lapses, such as
an affair with Bathsheba; he had Bathsheba’s hus-
band killed so that he could marry her. Many of the
PsaLms are attributed to David, who was famed as a
harpist. His descendants, the House of David, in-
cluded SoLomoN and the subsequent kings of ISRAEL
and JupaH; according to the GOSPELS, JESUS was de-
scended from David.

t& A “David and Goliath” contest is an unequal
one in which one side is far bigger or more numerous
than the other.

Day of Atonement An annual day of fasting and
prayer among the ISRAELITES, still kept by their de-
scendants, the present-day JEws. It occurs in autumn,
and its observance is one of the requirements of the
MosaIc Law. Jews call this day Yom Kiprur.

dead bury their dead, Let the A reply of Jesus
when a new piscipLE of his asked for time to bury
his father. Jesus said, “Follow me, and let the dead
bury their dead.”

8 The expression often connotes an impatience to
move ahead, without pausing over details or cere-
monies.

Delilah, Samson and (di-LEYE-luh) See SAMSsON.

disciples The followers of Jesus, who adhered to
his teaching and transmitted it to others. The Twelve
ArosTLES were the disciples closest to Jesus.

8 In general, a “disciple” is an active follower of
a leader or movement, religious or otherwise.

Do unto others as you would have them do unto
you A command based on words of JEsus in the
SERMON ON THE MouNT: “All things whatsoever ye
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to
them.” The MosaIc 1AW contains a parallel com-
mandment: “Whatever is hurtful to you, do not do
to any other person.”

8 “Do unto others . . . " is a central ethical teach-
ing of Jesus, often referred to as the GOLDEN RULE.

()

doubting Thomas See THOMAS, THE DOUBTING

APOSTLE.

Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return In
the Book of GEeNEsis, words that God spoke to
ADAM in casting him and EvE out of the Garden of
EDEN. In saying this, God reminded Adam that he



8 THE BIBLE

had been made from “the dust of the ground,” and
confirmed that Adam and Eve had brought death
upon themselves by disobeying him and eating the
FORBIDDEN FRUIT. (See FALL OF MAN.)

Ecclesiastes (i-klee-zee-as-teez) A book in the OLp
TESTAMENT containing the reflections of a PHILOSO-
PHER known as “the Preacher.” “Vanity of vanity
saith the Preacher, . . . all is vanity,” where the word
“vanity” indicates that striving is in vain, because
death comes to all, and “there is no new thing under
the sun.” He believes that our character and achieve-
ments do not affect our fate. “The race is not to the
swift nor to the strong.” He concludes that one
should enjoy the good things found in life until death
brings oblivion. The argument and tone of this book
are very unlike those of the other books of the
BIBLE. (See NOTHING NEW UNDER THE SUN, TIME TO
BE BORN AND A TIME TO DIE, A, and VANITY OF VAN-
ITIES; ALL IS VANITY.)

Eden, Garden of The beautiful garden containing
the tree of life, where God intended AbaM AND EVE
to live in peaceful and contented innocence, effort-
lessly reaping the fruits of the earth. The garden also
contained the TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND
EVIL, from which Adam and Eve were forbidden to
eat. When they disobeyed and ate the FORBIDDEN
FRUIT, God drove them from the garden. Their sin
and consequent loss of God’s grace and of their PAR-
ADISE is known as the FALL OF MAN.

8 Figuratively, a “Garden of Eden” (sometimes
simply “the Garden,” or “Eden”) is any state or place
of complete peace and happiness.

Egypt An ancient empire in AFRICA that was cen-
tered on the NILE River. Ruled by a pHARAOH,
Egypt figures prominently in many events in the Bi-
BLE, including the stories of JOSEPH AND HIS BROTH-
ERS, and of Mosgs and the Exobpus. (See under
“World Geography.”)

Elijah (i-LEYE-juh) A PROPHET of the OLD TESTA-
MENT, who opposed the worship of idols, and in-
curred the wrath of JEZEBEL, the queen of ISRAEL,
who tried to kill him. He was taken up to HEAVEN in
a chariot of fire.

Esau See JacoB AND Esau.

Esther A book of the OLD TESTAMENT that tells the
story of a beautiful Jewish woman named Esther who

is chosen by the king of Persia (now IRAN; see PER-
SIAN EMPIRE) to be his queen. Esther, with the aid of
her cousin Mordecai, stops a plot to massacre the
JEws in Persia, and Mordecai becomes the king’s
chief minister.

@ This event is celebrated by Jews as the feast of
Purim.

Eve In the Book of GENEsIs, the first woman. (See
ADAM AND EVE and CREATION.)

Exodus The second book of the OLD TESTAMENT;
it tells of the departure of the ISRAELITES out of slav-
ery in EGypT, made possible by the ten PLAGUES OF
EGYPT and the PARTING OF THE RED SEA. MOSEs led
them, and their destination was the PROMISED LAND.
God guided them by sending a pillar of cLoup by
day and a pillar of fire by night, to show them the
way they should go. God also fed them with MaANNA
and gave them water out of a solid rock. Because of
their frequent complaining and failure to trust him,
however, God made them stay in the desert for forty
years before entering the Promised Land. God gave
them the TEN CoMMANDMENTS and the rest of the
Mosaic LAw on Mount SiNAT during the Exodus.
Exodus is a Greek word meaning “departure.”

8- By extension, “manna from HEAVEN” is any un-
expected and much-needed benefit.

eye for an eye, an The principle of justice that re-
quires punishment equal in kind to the offense (not
greater than the offense, as was frequently given in
ancient times). Thus, if someone puts out another’s
eye, one of the offender’s eyes should be put out. The
principle is stated in the Book of Exopus as “Thou
shalt give life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth,
hand for hand, foot for foot.”

ta JEsus referred to this principle in the SERMON
ON THE MOUNT, calling on his followers to TURN THE
OTHER CHEEK instead.

eye of a needle Part of a saying of JEsus: “It is eas-
ier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.”

faith, hope, and charity The three great virtues
that the NEw TESTAMENT calls for in CHRISTIANS.
Charity is often called love. According to the Aros-
TLE PauL, “Now abideth faith, hope, charity, these
three; but the greatest of these is charity.”
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Fall of Man The disobedience of AbDAM AND EvE
and their consequent loss of God’s grace and the
peace and happiness of the Garden of EDEN. When
they ate the FORBIDDEN FRUIT of the TREE OF
KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, God punished them
by driving them out of the garden and into the world,
where they would be subject to sickness, pain, and
eventual death. God told Eve that she would give
birth in sorrow and pain; Adam’s curse was that he
would have to work hard to earn his livelihood.

Father, forgive them, for they know not what they
do A prayer that Jesus spoke on the cross, concern-
ing those who put him to death. (See CRUCIFIXION.)

fatted calf, kill the A PHRASE referring to a spe-
cially fed calf that was killed for the feast to celebrate
the return of the PRODIGAL SON.

8 “Killing a fatted calf” means preparing for a cel-
ebration.

forbidden fruit The fruit of the TREE OF KNOWL-
EDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL in the Garden of EDEN,
often pictured as an apple, which God forbade ApAm
AND EVE to eat. Their disobedience brought on the
FALL OF MAN.

8- “Forbidden fruit” is used commonly to refer to
anything that is tempting but potentially dangerous.
It is often associated with sexuality.

Four Horsemen Four figures in the Book of REVE-
LATION who symbolize the evils to come at the end
of the world. The figure representing conquest rides
a white horse; war, a red horse; famine, a black
horse; and plague, a pale horse. They are often called
the Four Horsemen of the ApPOCALYPSE.

fruits ye shall know them, By their A teaching of
JEsus in the SERMON ON THE MOUNT; it suggests that
we are able to distinguish between false and genuine
PROPHETS by the things they do and say. In the same
passage, Jesus calls false prophets WOLVES IN SHEEP'S
CLOTHING.

Genesis  The first book of the OLD TESTAMENT; its
first words are “In the BEGINNING” (genesis is a Greek
word for “beginning”). It covers the time from the
beginning of the world through the days of the ra-
TRIARCHS, including the stories of the CREATION,
ApaM AND EVE, the FALL oF MAN, CAIN AND ABEL,
NoAH AND THE FLoOD, God’s COVENANT with Abra-

ham, ABRAHAM AND IsAAc, JacoB AND Esau, and
JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS.
& In general, a “genesis” is a beginning.

Gentile Someone who is not a JEw. “The nations™
is the common expression in the OLD TESTAMENT for
non-Jews as a group, and a Gentile is a person be-
longing to “the nations.”

8 Both the Old Testament and the NEw TEsTA-
MENT tell of numerous conflicts between Jews and
Gentiles. Figuratively, a “gentile” is any nonbeliever.

Get thee behind me, Satan The reply of Jesus
when SaTaN offered him all the kingdoms of the
world if Jesus would worship him. Jesus spoke these
words on another occasion. He told his pDiscipLES
that he would have to be killed and then be raised
from the dead, and PETER objected that this should
not happen. Jesus saw Peter as a tempter, trving to
talk him out of doing what he was put on EARTH to
do. He then spoke the same words, “Get thee behind
me, Satan,” to Peter.

give than to receive, It is more blessed to A saying
quoted by the APosSTLE PAUL as a teaching of JEsus.
It is commonly quoted as, “It is better to give than to
receive.”

go the extra mile An adaptation of a command-
ment of JESUS in the SERMON ON THE MOUNT:
“Whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with
him twain” (two).

gold, frankincense, and myrrh (MUur) The three
gifts that the WisE MEN brought to the infant Jesus.
Frankincense and myrrh are aromatic substances.
Frankincense is commonly burned as incense and
myrrh is used in burial of the dead.

golden calf An idol that the ISRAELITES made dur-
ing the Exopus. While God was giving MosEs the
TeN CoMMANDMENTS and other provisions of the
Mosaic tAw on MOUNT SiNAl, the people whom
Moses was leading to the PRoMISED LAND melted
down their gold jewelry and ornaments and built a
golden calf, which they began to worship. Moses
came down from the mountain carrying two stone
tablets on which the Ten Commandments were writ-
ten; when he saw the calf, he smashed the tablets and
made the people destroy the idol.

& By extension, a “golden calf” is any false god or
anything worshiped undeservedly.
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Golden Rule See DO UNTO OTHERS AS YOU WOULD
HAVE THEM DO UNTO YOU.

Golgotha (Gor-guh-thuh, gol-coTH-uh) The an-

cient name for CALVARY.

Good Samaritan (suh-mag-uh-tuhn) In one of the
PARABLES of JEsus, the only one of several passersby
to come to the aid of a JEw who had been robbed,
beaten, and left to die on the roadside. The kindness
of the Samaritan was particularly admirable because
Jews and Samaritans (i.e., people of Samaria) were
generally enemies. Jesus told the parable of the Good
Samaritan to answer a man who had asked him,
“Who is my neighbor?” He forced his questioner to
admit that the Samaritan was the true neighbor of the
man who had been robbed.

8 Figuratively, “Good Samaritans” are persons
who go out of their way to perform acts of kindness
to others, especially strangers.

GoOD SHEPHERD. A fifth-century mosaic depict-
ing Christ as the Good Shepherd.

Good Shepherd A title of Jesus, based on a passage
in the GosPEL of JoHN, where he says, “1 am the
good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for
the sheep,” and “I am the good shepherd, and know
my sheep, and am known of mine.” The METAPHOR
of God as a shepherd is also found in the OLD TEs-
TAMENT. The TWENTY-THIRD PsaLm begins, “The
Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want,” and a passage
in the Book of Isa1AH says that God “shall feed his
flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with
his arm.”

8- The use of the title “PAsTOR” (shepherd) for cer-
tain CHRISTIAN clergymen carries on the idea.

gospel The “good news” of sALVATION (see Gos-
PELS). Certain styles of religious music are also called
“gospel.” (See SPIRITUALS.)

Gospels  The first four books of the NEw TEsTaA-
MENT, which tell the life story of JEsus and explain
the significance of his message. Gospel means “good
news” — in this case, the news of the SALVATION
made possible by the death and RESURRECTION of Je-
sus. The four Gospels are attributed to MATTHEW,
MARK, LUKE, and JoHN.

ta Figuratively, anything that is emphatically true
1s called the “gospel truth.”

handwriting on the wall, the A PHRASE recalling
an OLD TESTAMENT story about DaNieL. While a
king was holding the JEWs captive in the foreign land
of BABYLON, in the sixth century B.C., a mysterious
hand appeared, writing on the wall of the king’s pal-
ace. The king called upon Daniel, who interpreted it
to mean that God intended the king and his kingdom
to fall. The king was slain that night.

:a Figuratively, the expression means that some
misfortune is impending: “His firing came as no sur-
prise; he had seen the handwriting on the wall for
months before.”

He that is not with me is against me A teaching
of JEsus, which suggests that indifference to his mes-
sage is the same as active opposition to it.

heaven (or heavens) The dwelling place of God,
the ANGELS, and the souls of those who have gained
SALVATION; a place of the greatest peace and beauty.
(Compare HELL.)

ta The term heaven also refers to celestial powers
or divine providence, and “heavens” to the sky or
UNIVERSE. 8 Heavenly can also refer to something
wonderfully perfect or extremely enjoyable.

Hebrew The language of the HEBREWS, in which
the OLD TESTAMENT was written. It is the language
of the modern state of [SRAEL.

Hebrews The descendants of ABRAHAM AND ISAAC,
especially the descendants of Isaac’s son JacoB; the
[SRAELITES.

hell The dwelling place of SaTaN, DEvILS, and
wicked souls condemned to eternal punishment af-
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ter death; a place of pain and torment. (Compare
HEAVEN.)

8 “Hell” can refer figuratively to painful or ex-
tremely tough situations. ¢ Hell is usually pictured
as an underworld filled with heat and fire. (Compare
HADES.)

Holy Spirit In the belief of many CHRISTIANS, one
of the three persons in the one God, along with the
Father and the Son (JEsus is the Son); the Holy Spirit
is also called the Holy Ghost. Jesus promised the
APOSTLES that he would send the Holy Spirit after his
CrucifFixioN and RESURRECTION. The Spirit came to
the DISCIPLES of Jesus on PENTECOST.

In the beginning See BEGINNING, IN THE.

Isaac The son of ABRAHAM and the father of JAcoB
AND Esau.

8 Isaac was the son Abraham was prepared to sac-
rifice at God’s request.

Isaiah (eye-zay-uh) A major ISRAELITE PROPHET
who foretold the coming of the MEssiaH; the Book
of Isaiah in the OLD TESTAMENT is attributed to him.
In the NEW TESTAMENT, his prophecies are treated as
predictions of many of the details of the life and
death of Jesus. (See GOOD SHEPHERD.)

Israel The name given to JacoB after he wrestled
with God. Israel is also the name of the northern
kingdom of the IsrRAELITES, when their nation was
split in two after the death of King SOLOMON. (See
under “World Geography.”)

Israelites The descendants of JacoB, who made up
twelve tribes, including the tribes of Judah, Levi,
Reuben, and Benjamin.

Jacob and Esau (Ei-saw) The sons of Isaac, who
was the son of ABRAHAM. As the eldest son of Isaac,
Esau should have inherited the covENanT with God
that Abraham had passed on to Isaac. But Esau
traded his birthright (inheritance) to his younger
brother, Jacob, for a “mess of pottage” (a meal of
stew) when he was too hungry to consider what he
was throwing away. Jacob also cheated Esau out of
their blind father’s deathbed blessing by impersonat-
ing him, a deceit prompted by their mother, Rebecca.
The feud between the brothers ended many years
later in a joyful reconciliation. The night before his

reunion with Esau, Jacob wrestled with God and
forced God to bless him. God gave Jacob the new
name of ISRAEL, meaning “one who has been strong
against God.” (See JACOB’S LADDER.)

& By extension, to trade anything of great value
for “a mess of pottage,” as Esau did, is to make a bad
bargain.

Jacob’s ladder A ladder that Jacob saw in a dream.
After he had obtained his brother Esau’s birthright
and received his father’s blessing, he had a vision of
the ANGELS of God ascending and descending a lad-
der that extended from earth to HEAVEN. God, who
stood at the top of the ladder, promised to bless
Jacob and his offspring and to bring his descen-
dants into the PROMISED LAND. (See JACOB AND
Esau.)

Jehovah Another name for God; an approximation
of the holiest name of God in HEBREW (the name was
held so sacred that it was never written or spoken,
and scholars are not sure exactly how it should be
pronounced). It means “I am that I am,” or “I am the
one who is.” In the incident of the BURNING BUSH in
the Book of Exopus, God, speaking out of the bush,
tells MosEs that this is his name.

Jeremiah A major ISRAELITE PROPHET; also, a book
of the OLD TESTAMENT that chronicles his life and
records his angry lamentations about the wickedness
of his people.

& A “jeremiad” is any long lamentation or angry
denunciation.

Jericho, Battle of (Jer-i-koh) See JosHuA.

Jerusalem A holy city for Jews, CHRISTIANS, and
MosLEMsS; the capital of the ancient kingdom of Ju-
dah, and of the modern state of ISRAEL. The name
means “city of peace.” Jerusalem is often called Zion;
Mount ZIoN is the hill on which the fortress of the
city was built.

8 Jerusalem and places nearby are the scenes of
crucial events in the life of Jesus. (See BETHLEHEM
and CALVARY.) é& The “New Jerusalem” is men-
tioned in the Book of REVELATION as the heavenly
city, to be established at the end of time.

Jesus A PROPHET of the first century of our era; to
CHRISTIANS, Jesus Christ, the son of God, a person
who was both God and man, the MEssiAH sent by
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God to save the human race from the sin it inherited
through the FALL OF MaN.

The story of the birth of Jesus in BETHLEHEM is
called the NaTIviTY. He was conceived by the Virgin
Mary (see MARY, THE MOTHER OF JEsuS) through the
power of the HoLy SpiriT of God, laid in a manger
after his birth in Bethlehem, and raised by Mary and
her husband, Joseph (se¢ JOSEPH, THE HUSBAND OF
MARY), in NAZARETH. As a boy of twelve, he went
to the TEMPLE in JERUSALEM, where he astonished
the teachers of the Mosaic taw with his knowledge.
As a man, he chose twelve APOSTLES, with whom he
traveled throughout his native PALESTINE teaching
the word of God (see SERMON ON THE MOUNT), heal-
ing the sick, and performing miracles (see LOAVES
AND FISHES). He attracted many followers, and also
made many enemies for claiming to be the Messiah
and for failing to observe all Jewish laws. He was
eventually betrayed by Jubas IscarioT, condemned
by Pontius PiLATE, and crucified by the Roman au-
thorities who ruled his country. Christians believe
that he rose again from the dead, and that his REs-
URRECTION makes SALVATION possible. Christians
also expect a SECOND COMING of Jesus. (See Cru-
CIFIXION, GOSPEL, and GOSPELS.)

Jews The ISRAELITES, particularly after their return
from captivity in BABYLON about five hundred years
before the birth of JEsus; at that time, the Israelites
were established as a religious group, founded on the
Mosaic 1AW, not simply a national group.

& When the Jewish nation was destroyed by the
RoMANS in the year A.D. 70, and the Jews were scat-
tered throughout the world, their religious beliefs and
customs allowed them to remain one people.

Jezebel (Jez-uh-bel) In the OLD TESTAMENT, an im-
moral, cruel queen of ISRAEL who attempted to kill
ELijaH and other PROPHETS of God.

8 A “jezebel” is a scheming and shamelessly evil
woman.

Job (jouB) In the OLD TESTAMENT, a man whose
faith was severely tested by Satan, with God’s per-
mission. Job was the most prosperous and happy of
men, who faithfully praised God for God’s goodness.
In order to get him to curse God, Satan destroyed all
that Job owned, killed his children, and struck Job
himself with vile sores from head to foot. False
friends of Job’s suggested that he should abandon his

beliefs (see JoB’s COMFORTERS). But even in absolute
misery, Job would not curse God, saying instead,
“The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away:
blessed be the name of the Lord.” As a reward for his
steadfast faith, God healed Job and “gave him twice
as much as he had before.”

28 Figuratively, any long-suffering person can be
said to be “as patient as Job.”

Job’s comforters Three friends of JoB who visited
him in his affliction, and offered him a way of making
sense of his troubles: namely, that he was getting
what he deserved. Job’s friends maintained that
misfortunes were sent by God as punishments for
sin, and thus despite Job’s apparent goodness, he
must really be a terrible sinner. Job persistently dis-
puted them, saying that God is supreme and myste-

rious — that God can send misfortunes to both
good and wicked people, and may not be second-
guessed.

8 A “Job’s comforter” is someone who apparently
offers consolation to another person but actually
makes the other person feel worse.

John, the Gospel According to  The last of the four
GospELs in the NEw TESTAMENT; it is markedly dif-
ferent from the Gospels of MATTHEW, MARK, and
LUKE. Many of the most famous events in the life of
JEsus — including the SERMON ON THE MOUNT and
the sharing of the bread and cup at the Last Supr-
PER — are not mentioned in the Gospel of John,
which concentrates instead on the deepest implica-
tions of Jesus’ mission. John’s Gospel opens, “In the
BEGINNING was the Word.”

John the Baptist A hermit and preacher among the
JEws of the time of JEsus, and a relative of Jesus.
According to the GospELs, John declared, “I am the
voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make straight
the way of the Lord.”” CHRISTIANS interpret this to
mean that John was sent to prepare for the coming
of the MEssiaH. John was known as “the Baptist”
because he called on his followers to go through a
ceremony of BAPTISM to demonstrate their repent-
ance for their sins; Jesus began his public life by sub-
mitting himself to John’s baptism. John was eventu-
ally imprisoned by Herod, the ruler of the province
of Galilee, for objecting to Herod’s illicit marriage.
At a banquet, Herod rashly promised his stepdaugh-
ter, SALOME, anything she asked; she asked for the
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JOHN THE BAPTIST. A painting entitled Baptism
of Christ, by Andrea del Verrocchio.

head of John on a platter. Herod, not wanting to go
back on his promise, had John beheaded.

Jonah and the whale A story in the OLD TESTA-
MENT; Jonah was an ISRAELITE whom God had called
to be a PROPHET, but who refused to accept his divine
mission, and left on a sea voyage instead. God then
raised a great storm as a sign of his anger with Jonah.
The sailors, realizing that Jonah’s disobedience had
caused the storm, threw him overboard in an attempt
to save their ship. Jonah was saved from drowning
when he was swallowed by a “great fish.” He lived
for three days inside the creature, after which the fish
“vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.” Thankful
that his life had been spared, Jonah took up his pro-
phetic mission.

Jordan River A river in PALESTINE that empties
into the DEAD SEA. JOoHN THE BapTisT baptized JEsus
in the Jordan.

Joseph, the husband of Mary In CHRISTIAN belief,
the foster father of Jesus, who was conceived by the
power of the HoLy SpiriT without a human father.

According to the GospeLs, Joseph, the husband of
MARY, was a carpenter; people occasionally called
Jesus “the carpenter’s son.” Jesus apparently learned
that trade at Joseph's side.

Joseph and his brothers The sons of Jacos. Ac-
cording to the Book of GENEsIs, Joseph was Jacob’s
favorite son. To show his love for Joseph, Jacob gave
him a COAT OF MANY COLORS, a splendid garment
that aroused the jealousy of Joseph’s brothers, who
began to plot against him. The brothers sold Joseph
into slavery in EGyrT, and pretended that he had
been killed by a wild beast. Years later, PHARAOH, the
Egyptian ruler, called on Joseph to interpret his trou-
bling dreams. Pharaoh rewarded Joseph’s skill in in-
terpreting his dreams by making him second in com-
mand over the kingdom. Later, when the land of the
HEBREWS was beset by famine, Jacob was forced to
send Joseph’s brothers into Egypt to buy grain. The
official with whom they had to deal turned out to be
Joseph himself. When he discovered that his brothers
were truly sorry for their treachery, he forgave them.

Joshua In the OLD TESTAMENT, the leader who
brought the ISRAELITES into the PROMISED LAND af-

JUDGMENT DAy. A woodcut by Albrecht Diirer.
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ter the death of MoSES. Joshua is best known for his
destruction of the city of Jericho. When Joshua was
besieging the city, God instructed him to have his
priests blow their TRUMPETS and all his troops give a
great shout. At the sound of the shout, the walls of
the city collapsed, and Joshua’s troops rushed in. (See
“JosHuA FIT THE BATTLE OF JERICHO.”)

Judas Iscariot (JooH-duhs i-skaRr-ee-uht) The Dis-
CIPLE who betrayed JEsus to the authorities for
THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER. When soldiers came to
arrest Jesus, Judas identified their victim by kiss-
ing him. The next day, driven by guilt, Judas hanged
himself. ,

& Figuratively, a “Judas” is a betrayer, especially
one who betrays a friend. ¢ A “Judas kiss” is an act
of seeming friendship that conceals some treachery.

Judge not, that ye be not judged A command of

JEsus to his followers in the SERMON ON THE MOUNT.
8- The teaching implies that since all people are

sinners, no one is worthy to condemn another.

Judgment Day In the NEw TESTAMENT, the day at
the end of time. According to the GosriLs and the
Book of REVELATION, on this day the earth and the
sky will be in an uproar, the dead will rise from their
graves, and JEsus will return to judge all the living
and the dead. In judging their conduct, he will con-
sider the deeds pecople do to each other, both good

THE LAST SUPPER. Leonardo da Vinci’s famous fresco, in the refectory of Santa Maria delle Grazie in Milan.

and bad, as if they had been done to him. (See Sec-
OND COMING.)

Lamb of God A CHRISTIAN term for JESus, first
used by JoHN THE BAPTIST. It carries out the image
of the CrRUCIFIXION and RESURRECTION of Jesus as
a new PAsSOVER: a lamb was killed for the Jewish
Passover, and Jesus himself, in the sacrifice of his
death and Resurrection, is the lamb for the new Pass-
over.

lamb shall lie down with the lion A misquotation.
(See WOLF SHALL ALSO DWELL WITH THE LAMB,
THE.)

land flowing with milk and honey In the OLp
TESTAMENT, a poetic name for the PROMISED LAND.

& Figuratively, a “land of milk and honey” is any
place of great abundance.

last shall be first, The A saying of Jesus; in the
GosPEL of MATTHEW, Jesus declares that in the
world to come, “The last shall be first and the first
last.”

8 The teaching implies that those who have pros-
pered through wickedness will fail, while the good
who have suffered for the sake of God will win sAL-
VATION.

Last Supper, the The traditional PASSOVER meal
that JEsus ate with the APOSTLES the night before his

b ey
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death. At this supper, according to the GOSPELS, Je-
sus blessed bread and broke it, telling the pISCIPLES,
“Take, eat; this is my body.” He then passed a cup of
wine to them, saying, “This is my blood.” Jesus’
words refer to the CRucIFIX1ION he was about to suf-
fer in arder to atone for mankind’s sins. He told the
apostles, “This do in remembrance of me.”

ta- The actions of Jesus at the Last Supper are the
basis for the CHRrISTIAN SACRAMENT of Holy Com-
MUNION, or the EUCHARIST, in which the faithful
partake of bread and wine. ¢a- The Last Supper is the
subject of a famous FRESCO by LEONARDO DA VINCI,
which depicts Jesus Christ and his apostles seated
along one side of a long table.

Lazarus (LAz-uhr-uhs) A man brought back to life
by Jesus after being in the tomb for four days. The
incident is recorded in the GOSPEL of JoHN. The rais-
ing of Lazarus is considered the crowning miracle or
sign revealing Jesus as the giver of life. It also is the
act that caused the enemies of Jesus to begin the plan
to put Jesus to death. (See CRUCIFIXION.)

& Someone who makes a comeback from obscu-
rity is sometimes called a “Lazarus rising from the

dead.”

Let him who is without sin cast the first stone  Ac-
cording to the GOSPEL of JOHN, the PHARISEES, in an
attempt to discredit JESUS, brought a woman charged
with ADULTERY before him. Then they reminded Je-
sus that adultery was punishable by stoning under
Mosaic 1aw, and challenged him to judge the
woman so that they might then accuse him of dis-
obeying the law. Jesus thought for a moment and
then replied, “He that is without sin among you, let
him cast the first stone at her.” The crowd around
him were so touched by their own consciences that
they departed. When Jesus found himself alone with
the woman, he asked her who were her accusers. She
replied, “No man, lord.” Jesus then said, “Neither do
I condemn thee: go and sin no more.”

letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life, The A
statement made in the NEw TESTAMENT by the Aros-
TLE PAUL.

8. The general sense is that strict observance of the
letter of the law is far less important than being true
to its spirit.

Let there be light The words with which, according
to the Book of GENEsis, God called light into being
on the first day of CREATION. (See BEGINNING, IN THE.)

Leviathan (luh-veve-uh-thuhn) A sea monster
mentioned in the Book of Jos, where it is associated
with the forces of chaos and evil.

ta. Figuratively, a “leviathan” is any enormous
beast. ¢a- Leviathan is a work on politics by the sev-
enteenth-century English author Thomas HoBBEs.

lilies of the field, Consider the Words of JEsus in
the SERMON ON THE MOUNT, encouraging his follow-
ers not to worry about their worldly needs: “Why
take ye thought for raiment [clothing]? Consider the
lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, nei-
ther do they spin. And yet I say unto you that even
SoLomoN in all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these.”

loaves and fishes A miracle that Jesus performed;
the GosPELS record several instances of this miracle,
with small differences in details. In the best known,
Jesus was preaching to a crowd of thousands who
grew hungry and needed to be fed, but only five
loaves and two fishes could be found. He blessed the
food, and then commanded his piscipLES to distrib-
ute it among the people. After everyone had eaten
and was satisfied, twelve baskets of food remained.

Lord’s Prayer The prayer Jesus taught his follow-
ers in the SERMON ON THE MoOUNT: “Our Father,
which art in HEAVEN, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done, in earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” Some
versions of the Bible add words of praise at the end:
“For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.”

6 The same prayer, with slight variations, is
still taught and recited in almost all CHRISTIAN
CHURCHES.

Lot’s wife In the Book of GENESsIs, a disobedient
woman whom God punished. God sent ANGELS to
destroy the cities of Sopom AND GOMORRAH for
their wickedness, but chose to spare Lot and his fam-
ily. The angels commanded them to flee without turn-
ing back to look at the destruction; Lot’s wife did
look back, and was immediately changed into a pillar
of salt.

Love thy neighbor as thyself A version of the
GOLDEN RULE: Do unto others as you would have
them do unto vou. First found in the OLp TESTA-
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MENT. JESUS tells the PARABLE of the Goop SAMAR-
ITAN to illustrate this commandment.

Love your enemies A commandment of JEsus in
the SERMON ON THE MOUNT. The entire passage
reads: “Ye have heard that it hath been said, ‘Thou
shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy.’ But [
say unto you, love your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray
for them which despitefully use you, and persecute
you; that ye may be the children of your Father
which is in HEAVEN: for he maketh his sun to rise on
the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just
and on the unjust.”

Lucifer Another name for SATAN.

Luke, the Gospel According to In the NEw TEs-
TAMENT, one of the four GospPELS that record the life
of Jesus. Luke’s Gospel contains far more material
on the birth and early life of Jesus than any of the
other three, and is usually read at CHRISTMAS.

Magi (MAY-jeye) The sages who visited JESuS soon
after his birth. (See Wise MEN.)

mammon A NeEw TESTAMENT expression for ma-
terial wealth, which some people worship as a god.
Figuratively, it simply means money. (See YE CANNOT
SERVE GOD AND MAMMON.)

manna from heaven Food that God gave miracu-
lously to the ISRAELITES in the Exopus, after the
food they had brought with them out of EGypt had
run out. In the Book of Exodus, the Israelites found
it one morning after the dew had evaporated: “Upon
the face of the wilderness there lay a small round
thing, as small as the hoar frost on the ground.”

8 By extension, “manna from heaven” is any un-
expected good fortune.

Man shall not live by bread alone According to
Lukg, JEsus spent forty days in the wilderness, where
he was tempted by SATAN. One of Satan’s challenges
was, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone
to become bread.” Jesus answered, “It is written,
‘Man shall not live by bread alone,’” referring to the
words in the OLb TESTAMENT Book of Deuteron-
omy: “Man doth not live by bread only, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord.”

8- The expression is frequently used to point out
that worldy goods are not enough for most people;
they need spiritual fulfillment as well.
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MaARry. The Assumption, a painting by Titian.

Many are called but few are chosen One of the
sayings of JEsuUs, suggesting that SALVATION is diffi-
cult to attain.

Mark, the Gospel According to In the New Tks-
TAMENT, one of the four GospELs that record the life
of JEsus. The shortest of the four, it is generally con-
sidered to be the earliest Gospel.

Mary, the mother of Jesus CHRISTIANS refer to the
mother of Jesus as the Virgin Mary, since, according
to the NEW TESTAMENT, Jesus was miraculously con-
ceived while she was a virgin. Mary is revered for her
humility and motherly love. She is honored by all
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Christians, but particularly by Roman CaTHOLICS,
who believe strongly in her mercy and her power to
intercede with God. The Roman Catholic Church
also teaches the doctrine of Mary’s IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION. (See NATIVITY.)

Mary Magdalene (MAG-duh-luhn, MAG-duh-leen)
In the GOsPELs, a woman from whom pEvirs had
been driven; she became a follower of JEsus.

Matthew, the Gospel According to In the New
TESTAMENT, one of the four GospeLs that record the
life of JEsus. It stresses the ways in which Jesus fulfills
prophecies of the OLD TESTAMENT. The SERMON ON
THE MOUNT is found in Matthew’s Gospel.

meek shall inherit the earth, The A saying adapted
from the BEATITUDES from the SERMON ON THE
MoOuNT.

& The saying implies that those who forgo
worldly power will be rewarded in the kingdom of
HEAVEN.

Messiah (muh-seyg-uh) For Jews and CHRISTIANS,
the promised “anointed one” or CHRIST; the Savior.
Christians believe that JEsus was the Messiah who
delivered mankind from its sins. Jews believe that the
Messiah has not yet come.

Methuselah (muh-tHOOH-zuh-luh) The oldest man
mentioned in the BiBLE; according to the Book of
GENESIS, he was the grandfather of NoAaH, and lived
to be 969 years old.

& Figuratively, a “Methuselah” is an extremely old
person.

millennium A period of a thousand years foretold
in the Book of REVELATION. During the millennium,
those who have been faithful to Jesus and who have
not worshiped the ANTICHRIST will reign with Jesus
over the earth. According to the Book of Revelation,
the millennium will precede the final battle for con-
trol of the universe; JUDGMENT DAY will come after-
ward.

¢6- The meaning of the BiBLE’S words about the
millennium has been much debated by CHRISTIANS.
Prophecies about the millennium are part of the basic
doctrine of several denominations, including the
JeHOVAH’S WITNESSES. 8 Figuratively, a “millen-
nium” is a period of great justice and happiness on
carth.

Mosaic law  The law that, according to the OLp
TesTAMENT, God gave to the ISRAELITES through
Mosks. The Mosaic law begins with the TEN Com-
MANDMENTS, and includes the many rules of religious
observance given in the first five books of the OId
Testament. In JubpAisM, these books are called the
ToRrAH, or “the Law.”

Ny ", . o

MosEs. Moses receiving the tablets inscribed with
the Ten Commandments.

Moses The great leader, lawgiver, and PROPHET
of the ancient IsrRAELITES (HEBREWS). According to
the OLp TESTAMENT, Moses was born in Ecyrr,
where the Hebrews were living as slaves. When
Moses was an infant, the Egyptian ruler, PHARAOH,
ordered all the male children of the Hebrews slain.
Moses’” mother placed him in a small boat made of
bulrushes, and hid him in a marsh, where he was
found by the daughter of Pharaoh, who adopted
him.

When Moses was a grown man, he killed an Egyp-
tian who was beating a Hebrew, and had to flee
Egypt to escape punishment. One day, while Moses
was living in exile, God spoke to him from a BURN-
ING BUSH, commanding him to return to Egypt and
bring the Hebrews out of bondage. Moses went back
to Egypt and told Pharaoh of God’s command; when
Pharaoh refused to release the Hebrews from slavery,
God sent the rLAGUES oF EGypr to afflict the Egyp-
tians. Pharaoh finally relented, and Moses led his
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people out of Egypt across the RED Ska, on the jour-
ney that became known as the Exopus. Shortly af-
terward, Moses received the TEN COMMANDMENTS
from God on MOUNT SiNAl. Moses and his people
wandered in the wilderness for forty years; then, just
as they came within sight of the PRoMISED LAND,
Moses died.

My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
Words beginning the Twenty-second PsaLm. Accord-
ing to the GOSPELS, Jesus spoke these words during
the CRUCIFIXION, after he had suffered on the cross
for three hours.

VA Pl Qi N

NATIVITY. A detail from Van der Goes’s Portinart
altarpiece.

Naomi See RuTH.

Nativity The birth of JEsus, described in two of the
GospELS (MATTHEW and Lukg). When Jesus’ par-
ents, MARY and JOSEPH, traveled from NAZARETH to
BETHLEHEM to be counted in a government census,
they found that there was no room for them in the
local inn. Mary gave birth to Jesus in a common sta-
ble and laid him in a manger (a feeding trough for
livestock). CHRIsTIANS believe that Jesus’ birth ful-
filled many OLD TESTAMENT prophecies and was at-
tended by miraculous events, such as a star above
Bethlehem that drew local shepherds as well as the
WisE MEN, or MAGI, from a distant land.

ta The Nativity is celebrated at CHRrisST™MAS. We
date our present historical era from the birth of Jesus,
referring to the years before his birth as B.c. (before
CHrist) and the years after his birth as A.n. (anno
Domini, a LATIN PHRASE meaning “in the year of the
Lord™).

Nazareth The hometown of JEsus, MARY, and Jo-
SEPH.

8- Jesus is often called Jesus of Nazareth or the
Nazarene; the inscription above his head on the cross
read “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”

New Testament The second part of the CHRISTIAN
BisLE. Christians believe that it records a “new cov-
ENANT,” or “new testament,” that fulfills and com-
pletes God’s “old covenant” with the HEBREWS, de-
scribed in the OLD TESTAMENT.

No man can serve two masters A saying of JESuUs.
The complete passage reads, “No man can serve two
masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the
other, or else he will hold to the one, and despise the
other.” (See also YE CANNOT SERVE GOD AND MAM-
MON.)

Noah and the Flood The account in the Book of
GENEsIs of how, several generations after the life of
ADpAM, the wickedness of people made God regret
that he had created them, and made him resolve to
send a flood that would destroy all the living crea-

NoaH AND THE FLoob. Noah, his family, and
pairs of animals leaving the Ark after the flood.
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tures in the world. God decided to spare Noah and
his family, who lived virtuously, and to allow them to
repopulate the earth. God commanded Noah to build
an ark (a large, rudderless ship), and to take his wife,
three sons, and three daughters-in-law into it, along
with a pair of each of the earth’s animals. When
Noah had done so, God sent forty days and forty
nights of rain, until the entire globe was flooded, and
all living creatures were drowned. When the rain
ended, Noah released a dove from the ark. When it re-
turned with an OLIVE BRANCH in its beak, Noah
knew that the waters had receded, and that he and
his family could begin a new life. After the ark came
to rest on Mount ARARAT, and Noah and the other
people and animals left it, God set a rainbow in the

HEAVENS as a sign that he would never again destroy
the world by flood.

nothing new under the sun A pHRASE adapted
from the Book of EccrLEsiasTES; the author com-
plains frequently in the book about the monotony of
life. The entire passage reads, “The thing that hath
been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done
is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing
under the sun.”

Old Testament The first part of the BIBLE, so called
by CHRISTIANS, who believe that its laws and proph-
ecies are fulfilled in the person of JEsus, whose mis-
sion is described in the NEW TESTAMENT.

olive branch The branch brought by a dove t

NoaH’s ark signifying that the Flood was receding.
:8 An olive branch is now regarded as a sign of

peace, as is the dove. (See HAWKS AND DOVES.)

original sin  The eating of the FORBIDDEN FRUIT by
ADAM AND EVE in the Garden of EDEN, which led to
their expulsion from Eden by God. In CHRISTIAN
THEOLOGY, the act by which all humans fell from di-
vine GRACE.

parables In the New TesTAMENT, the stories told
by JEsus to convey his religious message; they in-
clude the parable of the Goobp SamariTAN and that
of the PrRoDIGAL SoON.

parting of the Red Sea See RED SEA, PARTING OF

THE.
Passover The deliverance of the ISRAELITES from

the worst of the PLAGUES OF EGYPT, and the annual
festival kept afterward in memory of the event.

Through Mosks, God told the Israelites to prepare a
special meal to be eaten in haste the evening before
their escape from Egypt (see Exopus), with a whole
roasted lamb as the main dish. The blood from the
lamb was to be used to mark the Israelites’ houses.
That night, God would send the ANGEL of Death to
kill the firstborn males of the Egyptians (this was the
worst of the plagues of Egypt), but God would see
the blood on the Israelites’ houses, and he would
command his angel to “pass over” — to kill no one
there. God told Moses that the I[sraelites were to re-
peat the meal each spring on the anniversary of their
departure from Egypt. The JEws keep the festival of
Passover to this day.

¢ The LasT SurpeR of JEsUs and his APOSTLES
was a Passover meal. The CrucIFixiON and RESUR-
RECTION of Jesus were explained by the apostles as
the new Passover of the NEW TESTAMENT.

patience of Job See Jos.

patriarchs In the OLD TESTAMENT, the “founding
fathers™ of the [SRAELITES: ABRAHAM AND [SAAC, Ja-
coB, and the sons of Jacob. (See JOSEPH AND HIS
BROTHERS.)

Paul Ancient CHRISTIAN preacher and teacher;
along with the APOSTLE PETER, one of the foremost
leaders of the early CHRIsTIAN CHURCH. Paul, origi-
nally called Saul, was at first an enemy and persecu-
tor of the early Christians. As he rode to DaMmascus
one day, seeking to suppress the Christians there, a
strong light from HEAVEN blinded him, and God
spoke to him; after this experience, Saul became a
Christian. Going by the Greek name Paul, he spent
the rest of his life bringing the GOSPEL to the peoples
of the ancient world. The NEw TESTAMENT includes
his many epistles (letters) to the early Christian com-
munities.

pearl of great price A PHRASE from one of the PAR-
ABLES of JEsus; he compares the journey to HEAVEN
to a search for fine pearls conducted by a merchant,
“who, when he had found one pearl of great price,
went and sold all that he had, and bought it.”

8 The expression has come to mean anything that
is very valuable. For example, Hester Prynne, in THE
SCARLET LETTER, who gave birth to a daughter fol-
lowing an act of ADULTERY that destroved her honor,
named the child Pearl, because she had given up all
that she had in bearing the child.
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pearls before swine, Cast not An adapration of a
saying of JEsus in the SERMON ON THE MoOUNT. The
entire passage reads, “Give not that which is holy
unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before
swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and
turn again and rend you.”

8- The meaning of the passage is disputed, but
seems generally to be that the followers of Jesus
should pass his message on to those most likely to
accept it. & Generally, to “cast pearls before swine”
is to share something of value with those who will
not appreciate it.

Pentecost In the NEw TESTAMENT, the day that the
Hovy SpiriT descended upon the DISCIPLES of JESUS.
Pentecost is the Greek name for Shavuot, the spring
harvest festival of the ISRAELITES, which was going
on when the Holy Spirit came. The disciples were to-
gether in JERUSALEM after Jesus” RESURRECTION and
return to HEAVEN, fearful because he had left them.
On that morning, however, “there appeared unto
them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon
each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the
Spirit gave them utterance.” Because of the festival,
crowds of visitors were in Jerusalem, speaking many
languages, but the disciples of Jesus moved among
them and spoke to them all, and “every man heard
them speak in his own language” about “the won-
derful works of God.” PETER then made a powerful
speech to the crowds in the city, and many were bap-
tized as new followers of Jesus.

Peter Chief among the twelve APOSTLES of JESUS,
he was a fisherman, originally named Simon (and
often called Simon Peter). Jesus gave him the name
Rock, of which “Peter” is a translation. Peter showed
great faith, but also exhibited great failings (see GET
THEE BEHIND ME, SATAN). In the frightening hours
before the CruciFixioN, Peter three times denied
being a follower of Jesus, just as Jesus had predicted
he would. Nevertheless, Peter went on te become the
leader of the early CHRISTIANS (see PENTECOST), thus
fulfilling another prophecy of Jesus, who had said of
Peter, “Upon this rock 1 will build my cHURCH. . ..
And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of
HEAVEN.”

ta Peter is often depicted holding keys. RomMAN
CATHOLICS maintain a number of traditions about
Peter: that he was the first of the POPES, for example,

e

PETER. A detail from Perugino’s fresco Christ De-
livering the Keys of the Kingdom to Saint Peter.
Found in the Sistine Chapel, Vatican City.

and that he was martyred at ROME by being crucified
upside down, since he refused to be crucified as Jesus
had been. t& The great church of the VaTican, SAINT
PETER’S BAsiLicA, was later built on what was be-
lieved to be the site of his burial.

pharaoh (ra1r-oh, ray-roh) The title of the kings
of ancient EGYPT. In the story of JOSEPH AND HIS
BROTHERS, a pharaoh puts Joseph in charge of his
entire kingdom. In the Book of Exopus, a pharaoh
repeatedly refuses the request of MoOsEs to let the Is-
RAELITES leave the country, and does not give in until
after the worst of the ten PLAGUES OF EGYPT.

Pharisees (FAR-uh-seez) A group of teachers among
the JEws at the time of Jesus; he frequently rebukes
them in the GospELS for their hypocrisy. Jesus says
they are like “the blind leading the blind,” or like
“whited sepulchers, which indeed appear beautiful
outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and
of all uncleanness.”
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Philistines (riL-uh-steenz, fi-Lis-tinz, fi-Lis-teenz)
In the OLD TESTAMENT, enemies of the ISRAELITES in
their settlement in the PROMISED LAND. (See DAvVID
and SAMSON.) .

& PALESTINE, the region today split between the
nations of ISRAEL, JORDAN, and EGYPT, is named af-
ter the Philistines. & A “philistine” has come to mean
a person who is ignorant and uncultured.

Physician, heal thyself A biblical PROVERB mean-
ing that people should take care of their own defects
and not just correct the faults of others. According to
the GospeLs of LUKE and MATTHEW, JEsus said he
expected to hear this proverb from the people of his
hometown of NAZARETH, because they would want
him to work miracles there, as he had in other towns
nearby. But he “did not do many mighty works there,
because of their unbelief.” On the same occasion, Je-
sus said, “A PROPHET IS NOT WITHOUT HONOR, SAVE
IN HIS OWN COUNTRY.”

Pilate, Pontius (PoN-shus PEYE-luht) The governor
of the Jews at the time of the CRUCIFIXION of JESUS;
he was an official of the RoMAN EMPIRE, to which
the Jewish nation belonged at that time. According
to the GospEeLs, Pilate did not consider Jesus guilty,
and wanted to release him. Under pressure from the
crowds in JERUSALEM, however, Pilate sentenced Je-
sus to death on the cross, having first washed his
hands to indicate his lack of responsibility for Jesus’
fate.

plagues of Egypt The traditional name for the set
of disasters that God inflicted on EGypT before the
PHARAOH let MOSEs lead the ISRAELITES out of Egypt
to the PROMISED LAND. The plagues, as recorded in
the Book of Exopus, included swarms of locusts,
hordes of frogs, and a scourge of boils. After the
tenth and most horrible plague, in which the ANGEL
of Death killed every Egyptian firstborn male child,
including Pharaoh’s son, Pharaoh finally freed the Is-
raelites. (See PASSOVER.)

Pontius Pilate See Pirate, PONTIUS.

Prodigal Son A CHARACTER in a PARABLE JESUS
told to illustrate how generous God is in forgiving
sinners who repent. The Prodigal Son was a young
man who asked his father for his inheritance and
then left home for “a far country, and there wasted

his substance with riotous living.” As his money ran
out, a famine occurred, and he went to work tending
pigs, but even then he could not get enough to eat.
He returned home, knowing that he had given up his
right to be treated as his father’s son, but hoping that
his father would accept him as a hired servant on the
farm. Seeing the Prodigal Son coming from a dis-
tance, the father rejoiced and ordered the FATTED
CALF to be slaughtered for a feast to celebrate the
son’s return.

The Prodigal Son’s elder brother returned from the
fields while the feast was going on, and was angry.
He complained that he had never been treated to
such a feast, though he had remained and worked
diligently for his father while the Prodigal Son was
away. The father reassured him, saying that the elder
son would stll get his inheritance, but it was right to
celebrate the return of the Prodigal Son: “For this thy
brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost,
and is found.”

Promised Land The land that God promised he
would give to the descendants of ABRAHAM AND
Isaac and JacoB; the LAND FLOWING WITH MILK
AND HONEY; the land of Canaan, or PALESTINE. The
IsRAELITEs did not take it over until after the Exo-
pus, when they conquered the people already living
there.

& By extension, an idyllic place or state of being
that a person hopes to reach, especially one that can-
not be reached except by patience and determination,
is called a “Promised Land.”

prophet Someone who brings a message from God
to people. The best-known prophets are those of the
OLDp TESTAMENT. Their most frequent THEMES were
true worship of God, upright living, and the coming
of the MEss1aH; they often met with bitter resistance
when they spoke against the idol worship and im-
morality of their people. Among the prophets of the
Old Testament were DANIEL, ELIJAH, [SAIAH, JERE-
MIAH, JONAH, and MOSEs.

Prophets also appear in the NEW TESTAMENT. JE-
sus called JoHN THE BAPTIST a prophet; CHRISTIANS
consider him a bridge between the prophets of the
Old Testament and those of the New Testament. Je-
sus mentions “true prophets” and “false prophets” —
those who present the true message of God, and
those who present a counterfeit (see FRUITS YE SHALL
KNOW THEM, BY THEIR and WOLVES IN SHEEP’S
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CLOTHING). He himself was considered a prophet in
his lifetime (see PROPHET 1S NOT WITHOUT HONOR,
SAVE IN HIS OWN COUNTRY, A), and is still widely
revered by non-Christians as a prophet, though not
as the Messiah. The New Testament also mentions
that some of the early Christians were prophets who
spoke inspired messages to their communities.

8 [n general usage, a “prophet” is someone who
can foretell the future. The prophets of the BiBLE
often made predictions, which confirmed their au-
thority when the predictions came true, but changing
the lives of their people was a more central part of
their mission.

prophet is not without honor, save in his own
country, A Words spoken by JEsus to the people of
NAZARETH, the town where he grew up. They refused
to believe in his teaching because they considered him
one of themselves and therefore without authority to
preach to them.

8 The expression is now used of anyone whose
talents and accomplishments are highly regarded by
everyone except those at home.

Psalms, Book of An OLD TESTAMENT book con-
taining 150 prayerful songs and songs of praise,
many of them ascribed to DAvID. (See TWENTY-
THIRD PSALM.)

Queen of Sheba See SHEBA, QUEEN OF.

Rachel The second wife of JAcoB (see JacOB AND
Esau). She was sterile for many years, but eventually
had two sons: JOSEPH (see JOSEPH AND HIS BROTH-
ERS) and Benjamin.

Red Sea, parting of the An action of God at the
time of the Exopus that rescued the ISRAELITES from
the pursuing forces of EGYPT. According to the Book
of Exodus, God divided the waters so that they could
walk across the dry seabed. Once they were safely
across, God closed the passage and drowned the
Egyptians. Most scholars agree that the “Red Sea”
spoken of in this account is not the deep-water RED
SEA of today, but the marshy Sea of Reeds farther
north, and that the opening and closing of the seabed
took place through violent storms, as mentioned in
the Book of Exodus.

Render unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s,
and unto God the things that are God’s The re-

sponse of Jesus when his enemies tried to trap him
by asking whether it was right for the Jews, whose
nation had been taken over by the ROMAN EMPIRE,
to pay tribute to the Roman emperor. He took a Ro-
man coin that would be used to pay the tribute, and
asked whose picture was on it; his questioners an-
swered, “Caesar’s.” The reply of Jesus implied that in
using Roman coins, the Jews accepted the rule of the
Romans, and so the Roman government had the
right to tax them, as long as the Jews were not com-
promising their religious duties. Jesus” more general
point was, “Give to worldly authorities the things
that belong to them, and to God what belongs to
God.”

Resurrection The rising of Jesus from the tomb af-
ter his death; a central and distinctive belief of the
CHRISTIAN faith. The GosPELS state that after JESUS
was crucified and lay in a tomb between Friday eve-
ning and Sunday morning, he rose, in body as well as
in spirit, and appeared alive to his followers. His res-
urrection is the basis for the Christian belief that not
only Jesus but all Christians will triumph over death.
Christians celebrate the Resurrection on EASTER Sun-
day.

Revelation, Book of The last book of the New
TESTAMENT, also called the ArocarLyrse. In this
book, traditionally attributed to the APOSTLE JOHN,
the violent end of the world is foretold, and the truth
of the last days is disclosed, or “revealed.” It de-
scribes ARMAGEDDON, the SECOND COMING of JE-
sus, JUDGMENT DAY, and “a new HEAVEN and a new
earth” that will be revealed at the end of time.

Ruth  The great-grandmother of King Davip,
known for her kindness and faithfulness. Not an Is-
RAELITE herself, she married an Israelite who had
come to her country with his family. Ruth’s husband
died, and her mother-in-law, Naomi, set out to re-
turn to the country of the Israelites. Ruth insisted
on accompanying Naomi, saying, “WHITHER THOU
GOEST, | wiLL Go; and where thou lodgest, 1 will
lodge.” In the country of the Israelites, Ruth married
Boaz, a rich relative of her dead husband; Boaz had
been attracted to Ruth by her generosity. Her story is
told in the Book of Ruth in the OLD TESTAMENT.

Sabbath The holy day of rest and reflection ob-
served each Saturday among the Jews. This custom
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fulfills the third of the TEN COMMANDMENTS (“Re-
member the Sabbath day, to keep it holy™). The Sab-
bath commemorates the last of the seven days of
CREATION as described in the Book of GENESsIS, the
day God rested from his labors of creating the HEAV-
ENS and the earth.

8 CHRISTIANS have traditionally kept Sunday as a
weekly day of rest in adaptation of the Jewish obser-
vance, and in commemoration of the RESURRECTION
OF JESus. Some denominations, such as the SEVENTH-
DAYy ADVENTISTS, observe Saturday as the Sabbath.

Salome (suh-LoH-mee, saL-uh-may) According to
nonbiblical historians, the stepdaughter of Herod,
the ruler of Galilee, who arranged for the beheading
of JouN THE BarTisT. Her name is not given in the
GOSPELS.

salt of the earth, Ye are the Words of Jesus to his
DISCIPLES in the SERMON ON THE MOUNT. He con-
tinues, “If the salt have lost his savor, wherewith shall
it be salted?” Jesus implies that if his followers lose
their dedication to the GOSPEL, no one else can give
it to them.

*8 In popular usage, “salt of the earth” means a
person of admirable character.

salvation Being “saved” among CHRISTIANS; sal-
vation is freedom from the effects of the FALL OF
Man. This freedom comes through faith in JEsus,
who is called in the New TESTAMENT “the author of
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.” The
APOSTLES taught that those who experience salva-
tion in their lifetime on earth and continue in their
friendship with God will inherit eternal happiness in
HEAVEN.

Samson In the OLD TESTAMENT, an ISRAELITE ser-
vant of God who pitted his invincible strength and
his wits against the PHILISTINES on many occasions.
He was eventually betrayed by his lover, the beautiful
Delilah, who tricked Samson into telling her that the
secret of his strength lay in his uncut hair. Delilah cut
Samson’s hair while he slept, and then called for the
Philistines, who captured and blinded him. During
his captivity, Samson’s hair grew back, and he even-
tually pulled the Philistines’ banquet hall down on
their heads.

Satan The pEeviL. In the Bisry, Satan is identified
with the tempter who encourages the fall of Apam
AND EVE; he is the accuser who torments JoB in the

hope that he will curse God; the one who offers Jesus
all the kingdoms of the world if Jesus will worship
him (see GET THEE BEHIND ME, SATAN); and the evil
one who puts betrayal in the heart of Jupas. Satan
will one day be confined in HELL, but until then he is
free to roam the earth.

¢t Satan is the power of darkness opposed to the
light of CHRIST; he is thus sometimes referred to as
the Prince of Darkness. ¢ Satan has been depicted in
many ways: as a man with horns, goat hooves, a
pointed tail, a pointed beard, and a pitchfork; as a
dragon; and sometimes as an ANGEL with large bat-
like wings.

Second Coming The return of Jesus, prophesied in
the NEwW TESTAMENT, to judge the living and the dead
and bring about the final triumph of good over evil.
The writings of the APOSTLES in the NEW TESTAMENT
express the belief that the Second Coming will hap-
pen soon, and suggest that it may happen within a
generation of their own time. (See JUDGMENT DAY.)

t8 Several CHRISTIAN denominations, such as the
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS and the JEHOVAH’S WiT-
NESSES, are founded on a similar belief about the
nearness of Jesus’ return.

Sermon on the Mount In the GosPEL of MAT-
THEW, the first sermon of JEsus. It is a central expres-
sion of his teachings regarding the new age he has
come to proclaim. Jesus tells his followers that he ex-
pects them to be even more generous than the Mo-
SAIC LAW requires: “Be ye perfect,” he says, “even as
your Father which is in HEAVEN is perfect.”

The Sermon on the Mount begins with the BEATI-
TUDES. It also contains the LORD’S PRAYER; the
GoLDEN RuULE (“Whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you, do ye even so to them”); the com-
mauadments to TURN THE OTHER CHEEK, GO THE EX-
TRA MILE, and CAST NOT PEARLS BEFORE SWINE; the
image of false PROPHETS as WOLVES IN SHEEP’S
CLOTHING; and many other well-known teachings,
including: “Ye are the SALT OF THE EARTH,” “LOVE
YOUR ENEMIES,” “NO MAN CAN SERVE TWO MAS-
TERS,” “YE CANNOT SERVE GOD AND MAMMON,”’
“CONSIDER THE LILIES OF THE FIELD,” “JUDGE NOT,
THAT YE BE NOT JUDGED,” “ASK, AND IT SHALL BE
GIVEN YOU,” and “By their FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW
THEM.”

serpent  The creature in the Book of GENEsIS that
tempts EVE to eat the FORBIDDEN FRUIT, thus com-
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mitting the first act of the FALL oF MAN. In the NEw
TESTAMENT, the serpent of Genesis is identified with
SATAN.

Sheba, queen of (sHEE-buh) A queen in biblical
times who was famous for her beauty, splendor, and
wealth. She traveled from afar to visit King SoLo-
MON.

shibboleth (suip-uh-luhth, sHiB-uh-leth) In the
OLD TESTAMENT, shibboleth was a password used by
the ISRAELITES. It was chosen because their enemies
could not pronounce it.

8- By extension, a “shibboleth” is an often-re-
peated slogan. It also means an arbitrary test to prove
membership in a group.

Sinai, Mount (sEvE-neye) In the Book of Exopus,
the mountain that Mosgs ascended to receive the
tablets of the law (the TEN COMMANDMENTS) from
God. God shrouded the mountain in a cLouDp, and
made THUNDER, LIGHTNING, and TRUMPET blasts
come forth from it. The ISRAELITES were commanded
to stay away from it while Moses went into God’s
presence.

Sodom and Gomorrah (sob-uhm; guh-MAWR-uh)
In the Book of GENESIs, the two evil cities that God
destroyed with a rain of fire and brimstone (sulfur).
Before the destruction, God sent two ANGELS in the
form of men to advise all good men to leave the evil
towns. God’s messengers found only one good man,
Lot, whom they transported from Sodom to the
countryside with his wife and daughters, warning
them not to look back. When LoT’s wiFE, not heed-
ing the warning, looked back, she became a pillar of
salt.

t& sopoMY was supposedly practiced in the
wicked city of Sodom.

Solomon In the OLD TESTAMENT, a HEBREW King,
son and successor of Davip. The “wisdom of Solo-
mon” is proverbial. Solomon is also known for his
many wives, for his splendor and wealth, and for
building the TEMPLE at JERUSALEM.

Song of Solomon A collection of poems or frag-
ments about sexual love and courtship, attributed to
SoLoMON. In CHRISTIANITY, these poems have been
interpreted as ALLEGORIES of God’s love for ISRAEL,
the love of Jesus for his people, and so on.

Song of Songs Another name for the SONG OF SoL-
OMON.

Temple The central place of worship for the Isra-
ELITES. The first Temple was built in JERUSALEM by
King SoLomoN. The stone tablets received by Moses
on MoOUNT SINAI — tablets on which the TEN CoM-
MANDMENTS were written — were kept in the central
chamber of Solomon’s Temple. Solomon’s Temple
was later destroyed, as were two succeeding temples
buile on the site.

8 A wall remaining from the temples, known as
the Western Wall of the WarLinG WALL, is one of the
most sacred places for JEws today.

Ten Commandments The commandments en-
graved on stone tablets and given to Mosgs by God
on MouNT SiNAl. These commandments are the
heart of the divine law in the OLD TESTAMENT: 1. |
am the Lord thy God; thou shalt have no other gods
before me. II. Thou shalt not take the name of the
Lord thy God in vain. Ill. Remember the SABBATH
day, to keep it holy. IV. Honor thy father and thy
mother. V. Thou shalt not kill. VI. Thou shalt not
commit ADULTERY. VII. Thou shalt not steal. VIIL
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neigh-
bor. IX. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house.
X. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his
manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his
ass, nor anything that is thy neighbor’.

thirty pieces of silver The money Jupas [scarior
received for betraying Jesus to the authorities. He
later threw the money into the TEMPLE of JERUSA-
LEM, and the chief PRIESTS bought the “potter’s field”
with it, to be used as a cemetery for foreigners.

28 This money is referred to as “blood money” —
money received for the life of another human being.
*8 “Thirty pieces of silver” is also used proverbially
to refer to anything paid or given for a treacherous
act.

Thomas, the doubting apostle An arosTLE who
first doubted the RESURRECTION of JEsus and then
believed. He was not present when Jesus appeared
alive to his DISCIPLES the evening after his Resurrec-
tion. Thomas rejected their story, and insisted that
he would not believe until he had seen Jesus with
his own eyes and touched Jesus’ wounds with his
own hands. A week later, Jesus appeared again when
Thomas was with the group; he invited Thomas to
touch his wounds and believe. Thomas then con-
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tessed his faith, saying, “My Lord and my God.” Je-
sus replied, “Thomas, because thou hast seen me,
thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not
seen, and vet have believed.”

& A “doubting Thomas” is someone who de-
mands evidence to be convinced of anything, espe-
cially when this demand is out of place.

through a glass darkly To see “through a glass” —
a mirror — “darkly” is to have an obscure or imper-
fect vision of reality. The expression comes from the
writings of the APOSTLE PAUL; he explains that we do
not now see clearly, but at the end of time, we will
do so.

time to be born and a time to die, A A PHRASE
from the OLD TESTAMENT Book of ECCLESIASTES.
The passage begins, “To everything there is a season,
and a time to every purpose under HEAVEN" — that
is, there is a right moment for all actions.

tithe A tenth part of one’s annual INCOME contrib-
uted to support the clergy or a cHURCH. The Mosaic
LAW required the ISRAELITES to pay a tithe for the
support of worship.

tree of knowledge of good and evil A tree in the
Garden of Epen, the fruit of which God forbade
ADAM AND EVE to eat.

8 They did eat the FORBIDDEN FRUIT, and their
disobedience was the first event of the FALL OF MAN.

Turn the other cheek An adaptation of a command
of JESUS in the SERMON ON THE MOUNT: “Ye have
heard that it hath been said, ‘An EYE FOR AN EYE,
AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH’; but | say unto you, that
ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on
thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.”

8 To “turn the other cheek” is thus to accept in-
juries and not to seek revenge.

Twenty-third Psalm  The best known of the
PsaLms of the OLD TESTAMENT, often read at funer-
als as a profession of faith in God’s protection:

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;

He leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul;

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his
name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death,

I will fear no evil;

For thou art with me;

Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table for me in the presence of
mine enemies;

Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth
over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life:

And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

valley of the shadow of death An expression from
the TWENTY-THIRD PsaLm (“The Lord is my shep-
herd”).

8 Figuratively, the “valley of the shadow of death”
stands for the perils of life, from which God protects
believers.

Vanity of vanities; all is vanity A statement at the
beginning of the Book of ECCLESIASTES in the OLD
TESTAMENT. The pointlessness of human activity is
the major theme of the book. The author, however,
like Jos, insists that God’s laws must be kept,
whether keeping them results in happiness or sorrow.

voice of one crying in the wilderness, The A
PHRASE used in the GOSPELS to refer to JOHN THE
BArTIST. It is quoted from the Book of IsaiaH; the
full text reads: “The voice of one crying in the wil-
derness: Prepare ye the way of the Lord, Make his
paths straight.” The quotation is used to imply that
John was preparing the way for JEsus, as foretold by
the prophecy of Isaiah.

walking on water A miraculous act performed by
JEsus, according to the GospPeLs. They record that
Jesus walked on the Sea of Galilee to rejoin his DIs-
cIpLES, who had departed ahead of him in a ship.
When he reached the ship, the winds that had been
blowing stopped, and the disciples worshiped him as
the true son of God.

ta Figuratvely, to “walk on water” is to perform
an impossible or godlike task: “When | told him the
project had to be done by Tuesday, he made me feel
as though | were asking him to walk on water.”

Whither thou goest, I will go Words of RuTH; part
of a longer promise of fidelity, spoken by Ruth to Na-
oMI, her mother-in-law. The longer text reads: “En-
treat me not to leave thee, or to return from following
after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and
where thou lodgest, I will fodge: thy people shall be
my people, and thy God my God: Where thou diest,
will I die, and there will I be buried: the Lord do so
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to me, and more also, if aught but death part thee
and me.”

Wise Men GENTILE sages who visited JEsus, MARY,
and JosEPH in BETHLEHEM shortly after the birth of
Jesus. According to the GoSPEL of MATTHEW, they
were guided by a star, and brought gifts of GoLD,
FRANKINCENSE, AND MYRRH. Because three gifts were
given, the traditional story is that there were three
wise men. (See MAGI.)

wolf shall also dwell with the lamb, The From
Isa1AH; this saying is part of a description of an
earthly PARADISE that will follow the restoration of
[SRAEL after its destruction in a series of wars. The
full text reads: “The wolf shall also dwell with the
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid;

and the calf and the young lion and the fatling to-
gether; and a little child shall lead them.” The refer-
ence to a “little child” is sometimes thought to be a
prophecy of Jesus’ birth.

wolves in sheep’s clothing An image for false
PROPHETS, adapted from words of JEsus in the SEr-
MON ON THE MOUNT: “Beware of false prophets,
which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly
they are ravening wolves.”

Ye cannot serve God and mammon A teaching of
Jesus, meaning that his followers cannot love God
and money (“mammon”) at the same time.

Zion, Mount The mountain in JERUSALEM on
which the fortress of the city was built.



Mythology and Folklore

r. Gradgrind in Hard Times, by Charles Dickens, thought that the chief staple of

education should be facts, facts, facts. We take a different view. Although we think

facts are important (see the scientific sections of this dictionary), we also think edu-

cated people must know myths, myths, myths. It isn’t clear whether the myth of George
WASHINGTON AND THE CHERRY TREE belongs in a course on history or one on mythology, but
from the standpoint of literacy it doesn’t matter. For purposes of communication and solidarity
In a CULTURE, myths are just as important as history. And unless history achieves the vividness
and memorableness of myth, it will not be very useful to shared culture. We should indeed try
to discriminate between history and myth; but true or false, the stories that we share provide us
with our values, goals, and traditions. The tales we tell our children define what kind of people we
shall be.

The term myth itself implies community. In Greek, it means “what they say.” The origins of most
myths are lost in obscurity; they belong to the community. The myths that are shared by literate
Americans are worldwide in their origins, and embrace both ancient and modern cultures. The Greek
myth of PARIS and the APPLE OF DISCORD belongs to us as much as the myth of Washington and
the cherry tree. According to some modern philosophers, notably N1ETZSCHE, all stories, even sci-
entific THEORIES and religious teachings, are myths. Nietzsche’s view is probably wrong, but it use-
fully emphasizes the importance of shared myths in forming our national community and providing
us with irreplaceable common points of reference. If we did not inherit myths, we would have to
invent them; since we have inherited them, we should learn to use those we have inherited. Our
traditional myths are no more true and false, wise and foolish, than those of other cultures. Thevy
are not inherently better than those of CHINA or INDIA. But being ours, they are uniquely valuable
1o us.

— E.D. H.

Achilles (uh-kiL-eez) In CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY, fight, and killed the Trojan hero HECTOR, but he was
the greatest warrior on the Greek side in the TROJAN wounded in the heel by an arrow and died shortly

War. When he was an infant, his mother tried to  thereafter.

make him immortal by bathing him in a magical 8 People speak of an “Achilles’ heel” as the one
river, but the heel by which she held him remained  weak or sore point in a person’s character. :& The
vulnerable. During the Trojan War, he quarreled ACHILLES TENDON runs from the heel to the calf.
with the commander, AGAMEMNON, and in anger & Achilles is the hero of HOMER' [L1aD. 3 The
sulked in his tent. Eventually Achilles emerged to PHRASE “wrath of Achilles™ refers to the hero’s anger,
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ACHILLES. Achilles wounded by an arrow in his
heel, the only vulnerable part of his body.

which caused so much destruction that Homer refers
to it as his main THEME in the first line of the Iliad.

Adonis In CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY, an extremely
beautiful boy who was loved by ArHrRODITE, the
goddess of love.

t8 By extension, an “Adonis” is any handsome
young man.

Aeneas (i-NEE-uhs) A famous warrior of CLASSICAL
MYTHOLOGY; a leader in the TRojAN WAR on the
Trojan side. After the fall of TrOY, Aeneas fled with
his father and son, and was shipwrecked at Car-
THAGE in northern AFRICA. There Dipo, the queen
of Carthage, fell in love with him, and ultimately
committed suicide when she realized that Aeneas
could not stay with her forever. After many trials,

Aeneas arrived in what is now ItaLy. The ancient
Romans believed that they were descended from the
followers of Aeneas.

& Aeneas is the hero of the AENEID of VirGIL.
e Because he carried his elderly father out of the
ruined Troy on his back, Aeneas represents filial de-
votion and duty. ¢ The doomed love of Aeneas and
Dido has been a source for artistic creation since an-
cient times.

Agamemnon (ag-uh-MEM-non) In CLASSICAL MY-
THOLOGY, the king who led the Greeks against TrRoy
in the TRojaN WaR. To obtain favorable winds for
the Greek fleet sailing to Troy, Agamemnon sacrificed
his daughter IPHIGENI1A to the goddess ARTEMIS, and
so came under a curse. After he returned home vic-
torious, he was murdered by his wife, Clytemnestra,
and her lover, Aegisthus.

Amazons In CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY, a nation of
warrior women. The Amazons burned or cut off their
right breasts so that they could use a bow and arrow
more efficiently in war.

& Figuratively, an “Amazon” is a large, strong, ag-
gressive woman. ¢ The AMAZoN RiVEr of SouTtH
AMERICA was so named because tribes of women
warriors were believed to live along its banks.

ambrosia (am-BrOH-zhuh) The food of the gods in
CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY. Those who ate it became
immortal.

28 Particularly delicious food is sometimes called
“ambrosia.”

Antigone (an-TiG-uh-nee) In CLASSICAL MYTHOL-
0GY, a daughter of King Oepirus. Her two brothers
killed each other in single combat over the kingship
of their city. Although burial or cremation of the
dead was a religious obligation among the Greeks,
the king forbade the burial of one of the brothers, for
he was considered a traitor. Antigone, torn between
her religious and legal obligations, disobeyed the
king’s order, and buried her brother. She was then
condemned to death for her crime.

8. The Greek playwright SorHocLES tells her
story in ANTIGONE, a play that deals with the conflict
between human laws and the laws of the gods.

Aphrodite (af-ruh-DEvE-tee) [Roman name VENUS]
The Greek and Roman goddess of love and beauty;
the mother of Eros and AENEAS. In what may have
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APHRODITE. Aphrodite Victorious.

been the first beauty contest, PAR1s awarded her the
prize (the APPLE OF DISCORD), choosing her over
HERA and ATHENA as the most beautiful goddess (see
JUuDGMENT OF PARis). She was thought to have been
born out of the foam of the sea, and is thus often
pictured rising from the water, notably in THE BIRTH
oF VENuS, by BOTTICELLI.

Apollo The Greek and Roman god of poetry,
prophecy, medicine, and light. Apolle represents all
aspects of civilization and order. He was worshiped
at the DELPHIC ORACLE, where a priestess gave forth
his predictions. ZEUus was his father, and ARTEMis
was his sister. He is sometimes identified with Hy-
perion, the TITAN he succeeded.

& As a representative of controlled and ordered
nature, Apollo is often contrasted with Dionysus,
the god who represents wild, creative energies.

te- The suN was sometimes described as Apollo’s
chariot, riding across the sky.

apple of discord In CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY, an ap-
ple of gold thrown into a banquet of the gods and
goddesses by the goddess Discord, who had not been
invited. The apple had “For the Fairest” written on
it. When three goddesses claimed it, the choice
among them was referred to the handsome PaRruis,
prince of TROY. (See JUDGMENT OF PARIis.)

Ares (AIR-eez) [Roman name MARS| The Greek and
Roman god of war, brutal and bloodthirsty. He was
the son of Zrus and HERrA, and the father of the AMm-
AZONS.

Argonauts (AHR-guh-nawts) In CLASSICAL MY-
THOLOGY, the companions of JAsoN in the quest for
the GOoLDEN FLEECE. Their ship was the Argo.

¢8 Naut means “sailor” in Greek, and is the root
of our word nautical. Today, the word is used to coin
such terms as astronaut and aquanaut.

Argus A creature in CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY who
had a hundred eyes. HERA set him to watch over lo,
a girl who had been seduced by Zeus and then turned
into a cow; with Argus on guard, Zeus could not
come to rescue lo, for only some of Argus’ eyes
would be closed in sleep at any one time. HERMES,
working on Zeus’ behalf, played music that put all
the eyes to sleep, and then killed Argus. Hera put his
eyes in the tail of the peacock.

t8 Argus was once a fairly common name for
newspapers, suggesting that the paper was constantly
on the alert.

Artemis (AHR-tuh-mis) The Greek name for D1aNA,
the virgin goddess of the hunt and the mooN; the
daughter of Zeus and the sister of APOLLO. Artemis
was also called Cynthia.

Arthur, King A legendary king in ENGLAND in the
MipbpiLe AGes. The life of King Arthur has been re-
told many times over the centuries; hence, most of
the incidents in his life have several versions. Accord-
ing to one well-known story of Arthur’s gaining the
throne, he withdrew the sword EXcCALIBUR from a
stone after many others had tried and failed. Arthur
established a brilliant court at CAMELOT, where he
gathered around him the greatest and most chival-
rous warriors in EUROPE, the KNIGHTS of the ROUND
TaBLE. King Arthur’s knights included Sir LANCELOT,
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KiNG ARTHUR. A woodcut depicting King Arthur
and the wizard Merlin paddling toward the sword
Excalibur.

Sir GALAHAD, Sir Percival, and Sir GawaiN. Other
CHARACTERS associated with the legends of Arthur
are the wizard MERLIN, the enchantress Morgan le
Fay, Queen GUINEVERE, and Arthur’s enemy and
kinsman, Modred, who caused his downfall. Accord-
ing to some legends, Arthur sailed to a mysterious
island, Avalon, at the end of his life; some stories say
that someday he will return. The legends of Arthur
may have originated with an actual chieftain named
Arthur who lived in WALEs in the sixth century, but
the many retellings have taken the story far away
from its original place and time. Because of the belief
that he will return, he is sometimes called “the once
and future king.”

astrology A study of the positions and relationships
of the SUN, MOON, STARS, and PLANETS in order to
judge their influence on human actions. Astrology,
unlike ASTRONOMY, is not a scientific study and has
been much criticized by scientists. (See ZoDIAC.)

Athena (uh-THEE-nuh) [Roman name MINERVA]
The Greek and Roman goddess of wisdom. She had
an unusual birth, springing fully grown out of the
forehead of her father, ZEus. Athena was one of the
goddesses angered by the JUDGMENT OF PAris, 