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Angerman requested a story
on metal etching and gave
Dad a generous advance for
a comprehensive series of
articles on leathercraft. Un-
daunted by the fact that he
knew littde or nothing of ei-
ther subject, Dad experi-
mented with both crafts and
read as much as he could.

clock gears, nails and wood-

en dowels, and devised em-
bossing jigs. These he used

g to make a bowling bag, a

o hunter’s cap, a lady’s belt

Deer frequenty feed by the porch outside
Mary’s studio in Los Altos Hills.

plenty of slots and compartments, but
for me, the Lovola Corners built-in was
irreplaceable. One drawback to built-
ins: You can't take them with you.
The progenitor of the Lovola Cor-
ners dining unit was a writing table
and work area for myv mother in our
New York apartment, complete with
window-frame bookcases, an uphol-
stered window seat and storage chest
and foldaway desk. Dad’s window-

[rame article featured a photo of Mom

seated at her pulldown desk in front of

a new Remington typewriter, a gift
from Dad.

Mother, also a writer, frequently
sold to newspapers, women’s maga-
zines and the confession market when
she wasn’t helping Dad with his writing
or modeling with his projects. Dad
typed with two fingers and was not the
best grammarian or speller, but he got
capable, professional help from Mom,
who was adept at all three — typing,
spelling and grammar.

Determined to make a career of
how-to writing, Dad drove a delivery
truck for Riviera Ravioli twice a week to
supplement his meager income. Fortu-
nately, editors were beginning to notice
his contributions. Virg Angerman, pub-
lisher of Science and Mechanics in Chica-
go, offered encouragement and began
sending assignments.

The first tme he visited Dad,

and matching shoulder bag,
an elaborately tooled gun belt and hol-
ster reflecting his fascination with the
West, a lampshade decorated with
flowers, and a wallet for Angerman.
Virg was impressed enough to call and
congratulate Dad on his unique de-
signs and innovative tools. The gun
belt and holster, still on display in
Dad’s studio, is another of my fa-
vorites.

Angerman put Dad on the mast-
head of Science and Mechanics as “Con-
tributing Editor” and eventually
supplied him with a versatile new
power tool, the Shopsmith. Today we
might say flex tool; Angerman called it
a shop-m-a-toolbox. Shopsmiths func-
tion as table saw, vertical and horizon-
tal drill press, lathe, band saw and
disc-and-drum sander, and they con-
vert quickly and easily from one mode
to another.

Shopsmith was the perfect ol for
home craftsmen with space constraints
or a limited budget. Dad’s first Shop-
smith projects were bowls and lamp
bases turned on the lathe, because
only a small amount of wood was re-
quired and, noise being a considera-
ton in our apartment building, the
lathe was relauvely quiet.

Popular Science, Mechanix Hlustrated,
Popular Mechanics and Workbench ac-
cepted and solicited Dad’s work with
increasing frequency. As an expression
of gratitude to Magna Engineering for
providing a Shopsmith, Dad made cer-
tain its logo appeared prominently in

He [ashioned tools out of

photographs. When Robert L.. Cham-
bers, president of Magna Engineering,
who was scouring how-to magazines
looking for someone to write a book
on the Shopsmith, came to New York,
a meeung with Dad was on his iuner-
ary.

Suddenly, Dad had two terrific op-
portuniues. Virg Angerman wanted
him in Chicago to head up the Home
Workshop Division as editor, and Bob
Chambers wanted him to become
Magna Engineering's editorial director
and write the Shopsmith book in Cali-
fornia. After a series of family pow-
wows during which, I'm told, I voted to
remain in New York, the decision was
made to move cross-country to what
was then often referred to as the land
of milk and honey.

Our first California home was a
rental on Park Boulevard, across El
Camino Real from Stanford University
in Palo Alto. Park Boulevard was lined
with magnolias and palm trees, and, al-
though we were shortly forced to join
the growing commuter culture, Magna
Engineering was “just up the road” in
Menlo Park. After the cramped New
York apartment and tiny basement
workshop, our new surroundings felt
roomy and expansive.

Magna installed two Shopsmiths in
our garage. We never used garages for
parking or storage; they were forever
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This Mission=stvle china cabinet was built
bv Cris.
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Edge-jointing is a primarv jointer function. Position vourself and
vour hands so vou can make the pass smoothly from start to finish,
Several light cuts are usually better than a single heavv one.
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The outboard support (table extension) allows the use of even heavv-duty
routers. An access slot in the jg’s braces accepts a C-clamp when one 1s need-

ed for additional work security.
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M

Master table saw jig, 90-95

Mistakes, 73-75

Miter saws, 84-89
workstation, 84-89

Modular furniture, 104-107

Mortsers, 17, 52-55
workstation, H2-55

Moulding on planers, 115

Moulding cutterhead, 100-103

Moulding knives, 100-103

N
Notched table saw jigs, 27-31

0
Oak, routing with, 69
Octagon jigs, 28

P

Pencil gauge, 108
Perimeter cuts, 37
Pivot jig, 82
Planers, 16, 114-117
moulding, 115
planing, 114-115
Polygons, 19
Pre-made components, 70-71

Press, plywood, 30
Push stck, 108

R

Rabbets on jointers, 39
Rattles, quieting with springs, 30
Ready-made components, 70-71

e —

Recessing on jointers, 41

Recycling, 124-126
Reinforcements, 22
Resin bath, 31

Rim guard, 108

Rotary coving, 33-34, 36

Round tenons on jointers, 43
Router bits, 76-80
Routers, 17
oak, routing with, 69
router bits, 81-83

S

Saber saws, 15
curve cutters, 110
Sanders, 17-18

belt sanders, sharpening on, 68

spindle sanders, 76-80
Sanding dips, 108
Saw angles, 19-23
compound cuts, 21
polygons, 19
reinforcements, 22
splines, 22
Saws. see specific saw
Scroll saws, 17

curve cutters, 110-111

Sharpening handsaws, 96-99

Sharpening on belt sanders, 68
Shelves, 109
Spindle sanders, 76-80
Splines, 22
Jig, 119-123

Splinters, removing, 30

Springs, quieting rattles with, 30
Squaring on table saws, 69
Sules, paintng, 109
Stop-rod nuts, lost, 30
Surfacing

jointers, 46-48

T

Table saws
compact supports, 68
master table saw jig, 90-95
moulding cutterhead, 100-103

notched table saw jigs, 27-31
squaring on, 69
Tabletops, biscuit slots, 30
Tailstock tip, 69
Tangent cut platform, 35

Taper jigs, 29
Tapering on jointers, 40-41
Tenons on jointers, 39, 43

Tools, 15-18. see also specilic tool.

band saws, 56-67
biscuit joiners, 16-17
carbide, 18

drills, 16

J1gs. see Jigs

jointers, 39-51. see also Jointers.

Miter saws, 84-89

mortisers, 17, 52-55. see also Mortisers

planers, 16, 114-117
routers, 17
Saber saw, 15
Sanders, 17-18, 24, 76-80
Scroll saws, 17
Spindle sanders, 76-80

4%
Wedge jigs, 29
Workstation
miter saws, 84-89
mortisers, H52-55
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