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Foreword to the Second Edition

In preparing this Second Edition of Picturesque Expressions, the editors
have expanded the coverage to include a total of more than 7,000 expres-
sions, representing an increase of some 50% over the First Edition.

Perhaps as significant as the increased coverage are the new features that
make the information within the book far more accessible. Still keeping the
thematic organization of the original, the Second Edition also includes an
expanded list of categories, now numbered and enhanced by fuller cross ref-
erences. Supplementing this list, which is to be found in the Table of The-
matic Categories, is a great number of synonyms that refer the user to actual
categories in the book. It is hoped that these improvements will afford
broader and more convenient use of the thematic structure. In the text itself,
all entries have been numbered in the order that they appear (alphabeti-
cally) beneath the categories (also numbered), allowing for easy reference
from the Index to the text. The Index, as before, presents a single, alphabeti-
cal listing of all entries and their variants, allowing one to use Picturesque
Expressions in the manner of a traditional dictionary.

While the editors believe that this new edition of Picturesque Expressions
is markedly more informative and usable than its predecessor, we realize
that even Homer sometimes nods (186.5), and hence encourage readers to
offer their suggestions and comments on how we may continue to improve
it.

Frank R. Abate






Introduction

Our language is rife with figurative expressions whose familiarity has
obscured their peculiarity. Seldom do we pause to wonder about the
origins or to note the often bizarre literal implications of phrases we hear
and use daily. A contest may be won hands down and with flying colors, or
it may be nip and tuck all the way, with the outcome determined by a nose.
Some speakers always beat around the bush or go around Robin Hood’s
barn, while others pull no punches and call a spade a spade. Experts know
the ropes; greenhorns are wet behind the ears. Red-letter days may find us
on cloud nine and in fine fettle; but a bad break can put us out of sorts or
under the weather.

Many such expressions have only recently made their way into our dic-
tionaries, where they are defined but rarely explained. Others have yet to
acquire lexicographical legitimacy. Picturesque Expressions: A Thematic
Dictionary includes more than 7,000 examples of such phrases. Entries are
defined, their origins explained, and the approximate date of their appear-
ance in the written language cited whenever possible. In some cases, the edi-
tors have acknowledged the difficulty of pinpointing the origin of a phrase
with any degree of accuracy. In such instances, probable theories have been
offered, or oft-repeated etymological apocrypha have again been
recounted—but with plausibility questioned or authenticity disproved.
Where appropriate, entries include comments on connotations or usage, as
well as illustrative quotations.

Phrases found in Picturesque Expressions have entered the general lan-
guage from a variety of specialized fields: sports, politics, games, finance,
the world of entertainment, the events of history, and the customs of long
ago have all contributed a wealth of words and sayings. As might be
expected, the Bible and other major literary works are the source of a signifi-
cant number of expressions. In dealing with this plethora of material, our
principles of selection were simple in nature and two in number: variety and
interest. Picturesque Expressions includes both newly coined and vintage
phrases. The slang and the literary, the commonplace and the esoteric have
been placed side by side, as have the crude and the overly nice. In selection
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How To Use This Book

Picturesque Expressions: A Thematic Dictionary is designed to serve as a
browsing book for word fanciers, as a reference book for language students,
and as a resource book for writers. This unique third purpose required a
unique arrangement of entries. Expressions have been grouped according to
thematic categories, each of which is numbered, a system which allows for
use of the book as a thesaurus.

To use Picturesque Expressions as a browsing book, browse.

To use Picturesque Expressions as a dictionary-style reference book, go
first to the Index to find whether the phrase about which you seek informa-
tion is included in the book. The Index lists all entries and variant forms in
alphabetical order, and gives for each the number of the thematic category
and of the entry where the expression can be found, e.g.:

go to bat for, 26.5
indicating that the expression go to bat for is to be found at category number
26 (which is ASSISTANCE) and is the fifth entry under that category.

To use Picturesque Expressions as a thesaurus, determine a likely category
for the concept you wish to express (e.g., BRAVERY or INNOCENCE). An
alphabetical list of the 408 thematic categories, under which all entries are
organized in the text, can be found in the Table of Thematic Categories,
along with ample cross references. To facilitate greater access to this the-
matic organization, more than 600 synonyms (also listed in the Table of
Thematic Categories) refer the user from terms not used as categories to
related terms that are categories in Picturesque Expressions, under which
desired information may be found. All categories and synonyms, with their
cross references, are shown in the text as well.

All entries, whether single words, phrases, or sentences, follow strict
letter-by-letter alphabetization, both under their thematic categories and in
the Index; exceptions to this principle are made for initial articles (a, an, or
the), the to of verbal infinitive forms, and all words shown within brackets
or parentheses. In all cases, the editors have sought to give an entry in the
form in which it is most frequently encountered. Thus, phrases usually used
negatively, for instance, may begin with not or neither, e.g., not worth a
continental. Variant forms are included within entries and are listed in ital-
ics in the Index.
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Table of
Thematic Categories

N.B.: In the following table, both actual categories used in the text
and synonyms that are references to categories are listed in one alpha-
betic order. Categories are numbered and set in all capital letters,
while synonyms are not numbered and have only their initial letter
capitalized.

1. ABANDONMENT .. ... e 45
See also 310. REJECTION.
2. ABEYANCE . .. ... e e 46
See also 374. TEMPORIZING.
3. ABILITY ... e 47
See also 55. COMPETENCE.
Abnormality . . . See 386. UNNATURALNESS.
4. ABSENCE . ..o e e 49
Abstinence . . . See 373. TEMPERANCE.
5. ABUNDANCE. . ... .. e e i 51
See also 291. PROSPEROUSNESS; 366. SUPERFLUOUSNESS.
Academia . . . See 331. SCHOLARLINESS.
Acceptance . . . See 23. APPROVAL.
Acclaim . . . See 52. COMMENDATION.
6. ACCOMPLISHMENT . ... . e e D
See also 58. COMPLETION; 365. SUCCESS.
Accord . . . See 16. AGREEMENT.
Accuracy . . . See 73. CORRECTNESS; 280. PRECISION.
Accusation . . . See 146. FAULTFINDING.
Acquiescence . . . See 85. DEFERENCE; 316. RESIGNATION;
362. SUBMISSIVENESS.
Activity . . . See 202. INDUSTRIOUSNESS.
7. ADAPTATION . ... e e e e 53
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0.}

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
21.

22,

Addition . . . See 28. AUGMENTATION.

Adjustment . . . See 7. ADAPTATION.

Adolescence . . . See 407. YOUTH.

Adultery . . . See 205. INFIDELITY.

ADVANCEMENT . 5. .. t0 0 ofceconeecee@ismmms: v ggdpme ooooss

ADVANT AGE ..ot e e e et e e
See also 258. OUTDOING.

ADVERSITY & .ottt e e e e e

AV ECE . . ... . o cmseme o e e e s s e aeanseausesesahBlossosesss

AFFECT ATION . . .ot e e e e e
See also 256. OSTENTATIOUSNESS; 286. PRETENSE.

AFFIRMATION . ..o o . oo o to oo olamams e o B smpms s o o o 5ms e o 519 »

AFELTENCE .. ..o e re B e o Bl ... i8S B, . . IS . - -
See also 240. MONEY; 291. PROSPEROUSNESS.

Afterlife . . . See 262. PARADISE.

) D S

See also 250. OBSOLESCENCE; 407. YOUTH.
Agitation . . . See 294. PROVOCATION.
AGREEMENT . ..ottt e e et e
Aid . . . See 26. ASSISTANCE.
Aim . . . See 152. FOCUS.
Alcohol . . . See 109. DRUNKENNESS; 153. FOOD AND DRINK;
382. TIPPLING.
ALERTINESS . . ottt e e e e e e e e
See also 267. PERCEPTIVENESS; 344. SHREWDNESS.
ALLOCATION . . oo e e e e e e e
Allurement . . . See 118. ENTICEMENT.
AMALGAMATION . . e e e e
See also 239. MIXTURE.
Amazement . . . See 368. SURPRISE.
Ambiguity . . . See 126. EVASIVENESS.
Amorousness . . . See 229. LOVE; 230. LUST.
ANE CDOTE . . . i e e e i e e i
ANGER .. e e e e e
See also 158. FURY; 182. ILL TEMPER; 223. IRRITATION;
394. VEXATION.

Annoyance . . . See 223. IRRITATION; 394. VEXATION.

ANXIETY ..ottt eetniensnoisaodadoaae, e,
See also 148. FEAR; 184. IMPATIENCE.

Apathy . . . See 199. INDIFFERENCE.

Apparel . . . See 49. CLOTHING.

Appearance . . . See 271. PHYSICAL APPEARANCE; 286. PRETENSE.

Appeasement . . . See 273. PLACATION.

Approbation . . . See 52. COMMENDATION.
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23.
24.
25.

26.

27.
28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.
35.

APPROV AL . ..o e 80
See also 52. COMMENDATION.

ARGUMENTATION . .. o e e e e 81

ARRANGEMENT . ... e e 82

Arrogance . . . See 171. HAUGHTINESS.

Assay . . . See 376. TEST.

ASSISTANCE wr e e i B o o o et i b e e s aMi oo e o e S < s oo b 82
See also 70. COOPERATION.

Astonishment . . . See 368. SURPRISE.

Astuteness . . . See 267. PERCEPTIVENESS; 344. SHREWDNESS.

Attachment . . . See 90. DEPENDENCE.

Attire . . . See 49. CLOTHING.

ATTRIBUTION .t oo oo ie ot ohile o b B oo v o focsodonees mamessos 84

AUGMENTATION . ..o e e et 84
See also 127. EXACERBATION.

Auspiciousness . . . See 255. OPPORTUNENESS.

Authenticity . . . See 160. GENUINENESS.

AUTHORITATIVENESS . .. e i 86
See also 392. VALIDITY.

Authority . . . See 278. POWER.

Automobiles . . . See 393. VEHICLES.

Avarice . . . See 91. DESIRE.

Avoidance . . . See 126. EVASIVENESS.

Award . . . See 326. REWARD.

Awareness . . . See 344. SHREWDNESS.

AWEKWARDNESS . .o e e 87
See also 247. OAFISHNESS.

Babbling . . . See 161. GIBBERISH.

Bad luck . . . See 10. ADVERSITY.

Bargain . . . See 16. AGREEMENT.

Basics . . . See 157. FUNDAMENTALS.

BEGINNINGS. ..ottt e e e e e e i 89
See also 209. INITIATION; 318. RESTARTING; 357. STARTING.

BELLIGERENCE . ... i et e 91

Beneficence . . . See 48. CHARITABLENESS.

Benefit . . . See 9. ADVANTAGE.

BETRAYAL ... .., ... .. 0. AW, LR .. e .- 0 R 93

Bewilderment . . . See 63. CONFUSION.

Bias . . . See 282. PREFERENCE; 283. PREJUDICE.

Bitterness . . . See 315. RESENTMENT.

Blackmail . . . See 140. EXTORTION.

BOASTING ..ottt e e e e e e e e 96

BOISTEROUSNESS . . . o e e e e 97

Boldness . . . See 37. BRAVERY; 192. IMPUDENCE.
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36.

37.

38.

39.
40.
4]1.
42,

43.

44.
45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

Bookishness . . . See 331. SCHOLARLINESS.

BOREDOM .........ccoiintingoll s Bl culBoeR mmmm...... 98

Bothersomeness . . . See 170. HARASSMENT; 394. VEXATION.

Bragging . . . See 34. BOASTING.

BRAVERY ... e e 99

BRIBERY . ... 100
See also 140. EXTORTION; 165. GRAFT; 265. PAYMENT.

BRU T ALITY ... e e e i 101

BURDEN . .. 101

BURIAL . ... e JOZ

CALLOUSNESS . . oo i e i e e e i e 104

Calm . . . See 266. PEACE.

Calmness . . . See 60. COMPOSURE; 199. INDIFFERENCE;

273. PLACATION.

Calumny . . . See 350. SLANDER.

Campaigning . . . See 275. POLITICS.

CANDIDNESS . . e 105
See also 348. SINCERITY.

Capability . . . See 3. ABILITY; 55. COMPETENCE.

Capacity . . . See 3. ABILITY.

Carefulness . . . See 45. CAUTIOUSNESS.

CARELESSNESS .. e e e e 108

CAUTIOUSNESS . . e e i 109

Celebrity . . . See 269. PERSONAGES.

Censure . . . See 78. CRITICISM; 312. REPRIMAND.

CERT AINTY . .. e e e 111
See also 73. CORRECTNESS.

CESSATION ... e e 113
See also 58. COMPLETION; 375. TERMINATION; 379. THWARTING.

Challenge . . . See 96. DIFFICULTY.

Chaos . . . See 103. DISORDER.

Charge . . . See 74. COST.

CHARITABLENESS . . ... i i 114

Chattiness . . . See 371. TALKATIVENESS.

Cheating . . . See 370. SWINDLING.

Cleverness . . . See 344. SHREWDNESS.

Closeness . . . See 156. FRIENDSHIP; 295. PROXIMITY.

CLOTHING ;.. ¢ . 68 5 eernnrennneteneess i Tl o 115
See also 360. STYLISHNESS.

Clumsiness . . . See 30. AWKWARDNESS; 247. OAFISHNESS.

Coarseness . . . See 247. OAFISHNESS; 404. WILDNESS.

COERCION .. e e s i 116
See also 140. EXTORTION.

Cogency . . . See 112. EFFECTIVENESS.
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ol.

52,

33.

o4.

35.

56.

57.

28.

39.

60.

61.

62.
63.

64.
65.

66.

Collaboration . . . See 70. COOPERATION; 263. PARTNERSHIP.

Collusion . . . See 66. CONSPIRACY.

COMBAT . . ... 118

Comedy . . . See 174. HUMOROUSNESS.

COMMENDATION. . ... e 120
See also 23. APPROVAL; 150. FLATTERY; 326. REWARD.

COMMUNICATION . ... s 121

Communities . . . See 227. LOCALITIES.

COMPARABILITY . ... i 123

Comparison . . . See 54. COMPARABILITY,

COMPETENCE . .. ... i 124
See also 3. ABILITY.

COMPETITION. . ... s 125

COMPLACENCY .. s 128

Complaint . . . See 166. GRIEVANCE.

Completeness . . . See 377. THOROUGHNESS.

COMPLETION .. .. i 128
See also 6. ACCOMPLISHMENT; 47. CESSATION; 79. CULMINATION;
375. TERMINATION.

COMPLICATION ... s 129
See also 96. DIFFICULTY.

COMPOSURE. . ... 130

Comprehensiveness . . . See 195. INCLUSIVENESS.

Compulsion . . . See 50. COERCION.

CONCEALMENT . ... i, 132
See also 332. SECRECY.

Conceit . . . See 333. SELF-CENTEREDNESS.

Conclusion . . . See 47. CESSATION; 58. COMPLETION;
79. CULMINATION; 375. TERMINATION.
Concord . . . See 16. AGREEMENT.
Condemnation . . . See 298. PUNISHMENT; 312. REPRIMAND.
Confidence . . . See 46. CERTAINTY.
Confidentiality . . . See 332. SECRECY.
CONFRONTATION .. ... e 134
CONFUSION . .. s 185
See also 103. DISORDER.
Conglomeration . . . See 239. MIXTURE.
Consent . . . See 23. APPROVAL.
CONSEQUENCES. . . ... e 138
CONSERVATISM . ... i 139
Consideration . . . See 378. THOUGHT.
Conspicuousness . . . See 252. OBVIOUSNESS.
CONSPIRACY .. 140
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67.

68.
69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.
77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

CONSTANCY . ...ttt v de

Consummation . . . See 79. CULMINATION.

Contemplation . . . See 378. THOUGHT.

Contention . . . See 56. COMPETITION.

Contentiousness . . . See 32. BELLIGERENCE; 51. COMBAT.

Continuation . . . See 110. DURATION; 319. RESUMPTION.

CONTRAPTIONS ..o e

CONTROL . ..ot e i e
See also 107. DOMINATION; 232. MANIPULATION.

Conviction . . . See 46. CERTAINTY.

COOPERATION . ..ot i
See also 26. ASSISTANCE; 263. PARTNERSHIP; 304. RECIPROCITY.

CORDIALITY ..ttt e

See also 156. FRIENDSHIP.

CORPULENCE . ..ot e i
See also 271. PHYSICAL APPEARANCE.

CORRECTNESS ..\ttt
See also 46. CERTAINTY; 280. PRECISION; 290. PROPRIETY.

Corruption . . . See 83. DECADENCE.

(000 1o KU P IR
See also 265. PAYMENT; 337. SELLING.

Counsel . . . See 11. ADVICE.

Countenance . . . See 398. VISAGE.

Courage . . . See 37. BRAVERY.

COWARDICE ..ottt e e et

Craving . . . See 91. DESIRE.

Craziness . . . See 218. IRRATIONALITY.

Credit . . . See 27. ATTRIBUTION.

CRIMINALITY .ot et e

CRITERION . .ot e e
See also 376. TEST.

Criticality . . . See 390. URGENCY.

CRITICISM . . oo e e
See also 146. FAULTFINDING; 312. REPRIMAND.

Crudeness . . . See 404. WILDNESS.

Cruelty . . . See 107. DOMINATION; 395. VICTIMIZATION,

CULMINATION ot e e e e e
See also 58. COMPLETION; 375. TERMINATION.

Culpability . . . See 169. GUILT.

CURIOSITY ..t e e e e e e
See also 235. MEDDLESOMENESS.

DANGE R . ..ottt i e Ea e
See also 279. PRECARIOUSNESS; 281. PREDICAMENT; 328. RISK;
400. VULNERABILITY.
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82

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

92.
93.

DEATH ... 166

Debate . . . See 24. ARGUMENTATION.

DECADENCE . ... e 772

Decease . . . See 82. DEATH.

Deceit . . . See 176. HYPOCRISY; 236. MENDACITY; 370. SWINDLING.

Deception . . . See 236. MENDACITY; 274. PLOY; 286. PRETENSE;

370. SWINDLING; 334. TRICKERY.

DECISIVENESS . . . e e e e 173
See also 222. IRREVOCABILITY.

Defamation . . . See 350. SLANDER.

Defeat . . . See 141. FAILURE.

Defectiveness . . . See 186. IMPERFECTION.

Defenselessness . . . See 400. VULNERABILITY.

DEFERENCE . . ... 174
See also 362. SUBMISSIVENESS.

Defiance . . . See 302. REBELLIOUSNESS.

DEGENERATION. ... e e 175

Degradation . . . See 86. DEGENERATION.

Degree . . . See 139. EXTENT.

DEJECTION. ... ... e e 176
See also 167. GRIEVING.

Delay . . . See 2. ABEYANCE; 372. TARDINESS.

Delaying . . . See 374. TEMPORIZING.

Delight . . . See 115. ELATION; 117. ENJOYMENT.

Deliverance . . . See 314. RESCUE.

Delusion . . . See 183. ILLUSION.

BENTAR- .. ..............5.54. . tESE .- Bi@-F N0 omE 179
See also 303. RECANTATION; 308. REFUSAL; 310. REJECTION.

DEPARTURE . . ... e 179
See also 122. ESCAPE.

Dependability . . . See 67. CONSTANCY.

DEPENDENCE . ... .. e 182

Depression . . . See 87. DEJECTION.

Derision . . . See 213. INSULT; 327. RIDICULE.

Deseition . . . See 1. ABANDONMENT.

DESIBErnn. . ... ..;0 swmwwyle fo. .. 00 ... 0008 EREE0 - . x 06 - - o - 184
See also 230. LUST.

DESPERATION . ... e e e e 185

DESTINY . .. . B T o0 e e e me ot oo e oo omonabne mn s s 186

Destitution . . . See 277. POVERTY.

Destruction . . . See 108. DOWNFALL; 329. RUINATION;

379. THWARTING.
Deterioration . . . See 86. DEGENERATION.
Determination . . . See 268. PERSEVERANCE.
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94.

95.

96

97.

98.

99.

100.

101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

Dialectics . . . See 24. ARGUMENTATION.

DICTION .....ooiiiiieimen e a®oeoso, TammLR Sa .o S0 BLES . . 188
See also 225. LANGUAGE.

Difference . . . See 106. DISSIMILARITY.

DIFFERENTIATION ... i i e 189
See also 267. PERCEPTIVENESS.

19) 0 2 2 (01 6) 5 1 "4 PP 189
See also 59. COMPLICATION; 99. DISCOMFORT; 185. IMPEDIMENT.

Dignitary . . . See 269. PERSONAGES.

Dilemma . . . See 281. PREDICAMENT.

Diligence . . . See 132. EXERTION; 202. INDUSTRIOUSNESS.

DIRBCTION. .. . ... ..o N N .5 ..c...5m.0...0.08. 192

Directness . . . See 347. SIMPLIFICATION.

DISADVANTAGE . ... e i e 193
See also 281. PREDICAMENT; 400. VULNERABILITY.

Disappointment . . . See 87. DEJECTION; 141. FAILURE.

Disapproval . . . See 78. CRITICISM; 101. DISFAVOR; 213. INSULT.

Disarray . . . See 103. DISORDER.

Discernment . . . See 267. PERCEPTIVENESS.

Disclosure . . . See 137. EXPOSURE.

DISCOMEOR T . . . e e e e 195
See also 181. ILL HEALTH.

DISCONTINUITY . ..ot e e e 195

Discord . . . See 105. DISSENSION.

Discouragement . . . See 87. DEJECTION.

Discovery . . . See 9. ADVANTAGE.

Discredit . . . See 101. DISFAVOR.

Disdain . . . See 171. HAUGHTINESS.

DISFAVOR . ..o 196

Disgrace . . . See 101. DISFAVOR.

Disguise . . . See 61. CONCEALMENT.

Dishonesty . . . See 176. HYPOCRISY; 236. MENDACITY;

389. UNSCRUPULOUSNESS.

Dishonorableness . . . See 389. UNSCRUPULOUSNESS.

DISILLUSIONMENT .. . 198

Disinterestedness . . . See 199. INDIFFERENCE.

Disloyalty . . . See 33. BETRAYAL.

Dismissal . . . See 138. EXPULSION; 310. REJECTION.

DISORDER . . .t e 199
See also 63. CONFUSION; 155. FRENZIEDNESS.

Disorientation . . . See 63. CONFUSION.

DISPOSAL . ... e 203

Disruption . . . See 100. DISCONTINUITY.

DISSENSION ... i e e 203
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106.

107.

108.

109.

110.

111.

112.
113.

114.

115.

116.

117.

DISSIMILARITY . .. 204

Dissipation . . . See 83. DECADENCE; 86. DEGENERATION.

Distance . . . See 139. EXTENT.

Distinction . . . See 6. ACCOMPLISHMENT.

Distinctiveness . . . See 200. INDIVIDUALITY.

Distress . . . See 9. DISCOMFORT.

Districts . . . See 227. LOCALITIES.

Docility . . . See 362. SUBMISSIVENESS.

DOMINATION. ... 205
See also 69. CONTROL; 232. MANIPULATION; 395. VICTIMIZATION.

Doubt . . . See 349. SKEPTICISM.

Doubtfulness . . . See 188. IMPROBABILITY; 349. SKEPTICISM.

DOWNFALL ... e 208
See also 141. FAILURE; 329. RUINATION.

Dress . . . See 49. CLOTHING.

Drinking . . . See 153. FOOD AND DRINK; 382. TIPPLING.

DRUNKENNESS .. 209
See also 153. FOOD AND DRINK; 382. TIPPLING.

Dullness . . . See 36. BOREDOM.

Dumbness . . . See 359. STUPIDITY.

DURATION ... e e PR3
See also 116. ENDURANCE; 207. INFREQUENCY; 380. TIME.

Duress . . . See 50. COERCION.

Eagerness . . . See 408. ZEALOUSNESS.

Ease . . . See 114. EFFORTLESSNESS.

ECCENTRICITY . ... .. i 216
See also 145. FATUOUSNESS; 385. UNCONVENTIONALITY.

Economics . . . See 149. FINANCE.

EFFECTIVENESS . ... i 218

EFFICIENCY ... 219

Effort . . . See 132. EXERTION.

EFFORTLESSNESS . ... ... i 220

Egotism . . . See 333. SELF-CENTEREDNESS.

Ejection . . . See 138. EXPULSION.

B A TN ...t i e e B e e e e m e b 222
See also 117. ENJOYMENT.

Eminence . . . See 144. FAME.

Emotionalism . . . See 341. SENTIMENTALITY.

Emulation . . . See 346. SIMILARITY.

Ending . . . See 47. CESSATION.

ENDURANCE . ... e e i 226
See also 110. DURATION; 268. PERSEVERANCE.

ENJOYMENT . o .om. 5.2« oo de 0 cato 8 bess Ml o omboiossidan. 226
See also 115. ELATION.
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118.

119.
120.

121.

122.

123.

124.

125.

126.

127.

128.

129.

130.

131.

132.

133.
134.

135.

Entanglement . . . See 59. COMPLICATION.
Enthusiasm . . . See 408. ZEALOUSNESS.
ENTICEMENT ..ottt ittt 228
Entirety . . . See 195. INCLUSIVENESS; 377. THOROUGHNESS;
383. TOTALITY.
Enviousness . . . See 315. RESENTMENT.

Epithet . . . See 244. NICKNAMES.

FPONYMS . oottt et e e e e e 230

EQUIVALENCE ...... ... .. e 234
See also 346. SIMILARITY.

ERRONEOUSNESS . .. oottt e e 235
See also 143. FALLACIOUSNESS.

FESCAPE . . oot e e e 237
See also 89. DEPARTURE.

ESSENCE . oottt e et e et e et e e 239

Essentials . . . See 157. FUNDAMENTALS.

ESTABLISHMENTS .. .ottt ittt 240

Etiquette . . . See 290. PROPRIETY.

EUPHEMISMS . oottt e e e e e 242

EVASIVENESS . . oottt et e e e e s 247

Evil . . . See 389. UNSCRUPULOUSNESS; 403. WICKEDNESS.

Evilness . . . See 403. WICKEDNESS.

EXACERBATION ...ttt e e e 250
See also 28. AUGMENTATION.

Exactness . . . See 73. CORRECTNESS; 280. PRECISION.

EXAGGERATION . . ..o e e e e 251
See also 236. MENDACITY.

Exasperation . . . See 92. DESPERATION.

EXCELLENCE . ... ... i 253
Excelling . . . See 258. OUTDOING.
EXCESSIVENESS ... . e 257

See also 366. SUPERFLUOUSNESS.
Excitedness . . . See 155. FRENZIEDNESS.

EXCLAMATIONS . .. i e e 260
See also 225. LANGUAGE; 322. RETORTS.

EXERTION . .. e e e 266
See also 202. INDUSTRIOUSNESS; 260. OVERWORK.

EXHORTATION ... e 267

EXONERATION ... . i it 268

Expanse . . . See 139. EXTENT.

EXPEDIENCE . . ... i i i 269

Expense . . . See 74. COST.
Experience . . . See 224. KNOWLEDGE.
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136.
137.
138.

139.
140.

141.

142.

143.

144.

145.

146.

147.

148.

149.

EXPLOITATION. ... e 271
See also 395. VICTIMIZATION.

EXPOSURE. .. .o 273

EXPULSION . .. e e e 277
See also 308. REFUSAL; 310. REJECTION.

Extemporaneousness . . . See 355. SPONTANEITY.

EXTENT . . e 280

EXTORTION ..o e e e e 282
See also 38. BRIBERY; 50. COERCION; 165. GRAFT; 265. PAYMENT.

Extraneousness . . . See 366. SUPERFLUOUSNESS.

Extravagance . . . See 130. EXCESSIVENESS; 190. IMPROVIDENCE.

Facial appearance . . . See 398. VISAGE.

Facility . . . See 114. EFFORTLESSNESS.

FAILURE ... . e e e 284
See also 108. DOWNFALL; 193. INABILITY.

FAIRNESS . . 287

Faithfulness . . . See 67. CONSTANCY.

Faithlessness . . . See 205. INFIDELITY.

FALLACIOUSNESS .. e e 289
See also 121. ERRONEOUSNESS.

FAME . . e 289

Familiarity . . . See 156. FRIENDSHIP.

Fantasy . . . See 183. ILLUSION.

Fashionableness . . . See 360. STYLISHNESS.

Fate . . . See 93. DESTINY.

Fatness . . . See 72. CORPULENCE.

FATUOUSNESS . . o e e e 290
See also 111. ECCENTRICITY; 179. IGNORANCE; 359. STUPIDITY;
385. UNCONVENTIONALITY.

FAULTFINDING . ... i e e 294
See also 78. CRITICISM; 245. NIT-PICKING; 312. REPRIMAND.

Faultiness . . . See 186. IMPERFECTION.

FAVORITISM. . . e e e e e 295
See also 210. INJUSTICE; 283. PREJUDICE.

Fawning . . . See 248. OBSEQUIOUSNESS.

FE AR . . e 297
See also 22. ANXIETY.

Feat . . . See 6. ACCOMPLISHMENT.

Fighting . . . See 51. COMBAT.

Finality . . . See 375. TERMINATION.

FINANCE . . e e e 298
See also 196. INDEBTEDNESS; 240. MONEY; 364. SUBSISTENCE.

Finish . . . See 47. CESSATION.

Firmness . . . See 84. DECISIVENESS.
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150.

151.

152.

153.

154.
155.

156.

157.

158.

159.

160.
161.

162.
163.

Fitness . . . See 55. COMPETENCE; 162. GOOD HEALTH.

Flamboyance . . . See 256. OSTENTATIOUSNESS.

FLAT TERY . ..ottt it
See also 52. COMMENDATION; 248. OBSEQUIOUSNESS.

Flight . . . See 122. ESCAPE.

FLIMSINESS. . . oottt et e

Foiling . . . See 379. THWARTING.

FOOD AND DRINK . ... et
See also 109. DRUNKENNESS; 382. TIPPLING.

Foolishness . . . See 145. FATUOUSNESS.

Forbearance . . . See 264. PATIENCE.

Force . . . See 50. COERCION.

Forcefulness . . . See 112. EFFECTIVENESS; 214. INTENSITY.

Fortitude . . . See 37. BRAVERY.

Fortune . . . See 93. DESTINY; 163. GOOD LUCK.

Fragility . . . See 151. FLIMSINESS.

Frankness . . . See 43. CANDIDNESS.

Fraud . . . See 370. SWINDLING.

FREED OM .. oo e e e e e e

FRENZIEDNESS . . oot e e e
See also 103. DISORDER; 218. IRRATIONALITY.

Frequency . . . See 110. DURATION; 380. TIME.

Friendliness . . . See 71. CORDIALITY.

FRIENDSHI P . . e e e e e
See also 71. CORDIALITY; 229. LOVE.

Fulfillment .-. . See 6. ACCOMPLISHMENT.

FUNDAMENTALS ..t

Funniness . . . See 174. HUMOROUSNESS.

Furtiveness . . . See 332. SECRECY.

FURY o o ottt sttt innaeneesnanuasasoeaaBoaseecsoosannnos
See also 21. ANGER; 182. ILL TEMPER; 223. IRRITATION;
394. VEXATION.

FUTILITY ..ottt it nnesansasensnesboaassssns
See also 203. INEFFECTUALITY.

Gamble . . . See 328. RISK.

Generosity . . . See 48. CHARITABLENESS.

GENUINENESS . . .t e e et

GIBBERISH . ... e
See also 225. LANGUAGE; 246. NONSENSE.

Gluttony . . . See 164. GOURMANDISM.

GOOD HEALTH . ... e e e e e e

GOOD LUCK . ..t e e e e i

See also 367. SUPERSTITION.
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164.

165.

166.
167.

168.

169.

170.

171.

172.

173.
174.
175.
176.

177.

Goodness . . . See 397. VIRTUOUSNESS.
GOURMANDISM . ..
Graciousness . . . See 71. CORDIALITY.

See also 38. BRIBERY; 140. EXTORTION; 265. PAYMENT.
Greed . . . See 91. DESIRE.
Greenness . . . See 204. INEXPERIENCE.
GRIEVANCE . ... . s,
GRIEVING . ...,
See also 87. DEJECTION.
Guardianship . . . See 168. GUIDANCE.
GUIDANCE . ...
Guideline . . . See 77. CRITERION.

Handicap . . . See 98. DISADVANTAGE; 193. INABILITY.

Happiness . . . See 115. ELATION.

Harangue . . . See 133. EXHORTATION.

HARASSMENT . . ..
See also 223. IRRITATION; 394. VEXATION.

Hard-heartedness . . . See 42. CALLOUSNESS.

Hardship . . . See 10. ADVERSITY.

Hard work . . . See 202. INDUSTRIOUSNESS.

Hastiness . . . See 44. CARELESSNESS; 187. IMPETUOUSNESS.

HAUGHTINESS . . .. s,
See also 276. POMPOSITY.

Health . . . See 162. GOOD HEALTH; 181. ILL HEALTH.

Healthiness . . . See 162. GOOD HEALTH.

Heaven . . . See 262. PARADISE.

Help . . . See 26. ASSISTANCE.

Hindrance . . . See 40. BURDEN; 185. IMPEDIMENT.

HOMECOMING . ... . i

Honesty . . . See 73. CORRECTNESS; 142. FAIRNESS.

Honorableness . . . See 397. VIRTUOUSNESS.

Hopelessness . . . See 92. DESPERATION; 159. FUTILITY.

Horror . . . See 148. FEAR.

Humbling . . . See 173. HUMILIATION.

HUMILIATION . . .. i,

Hurrying . . . See 354. SPEEDING.

Hyperbole . . . See 128. EXAGGERATION,

HYPOUERISY : . M v, . comamman . . B hme e oo oo o e s
See also 286. PRETENSE.
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178

179.

180.

181.

182.

183.

184.

185.

186.

187.

188.
189.

190.
191.
192.

193.

110) B 0\ DX R 341
See also 201. INDOLENCE.

IGNORANCE . .. oot e 342
See also 145. FATUOUSNESS; 359. STUPIDITY.

IGNORING . . oottt i e s e 345

Illegality . . . See 76. CRIMINALITY.

ILLHEALTH . ..ottt iiitan e 345
See also 99. DISCOMFORT.

Illness . . . See 181. ILL HEALTH.

ILL TEMPER . ... ittt 348
See also 21. ANGER; 158. FURY.

100 R 05 0. F N R R 349

Illustriousness . . . See 144. FAME.

Imbecility . . . See 359. STUPIDITY.

Imbibing . . . See 382. TIPPLING.

Imitation . . . See 346. SIMILARITY.

Immaturity . . . See 204. INEXPERIENCE.

Immediacy . . . See 212. INSTANTANEOUSNESS.

Immoderation . . . See 130. EXCESSIVENESS.

Impartiality . . . See 142. FAIRNESS.

IMPATIENGCE . ..ottt et 351
See also 22. ANXIETY.

IMPEDIMENT . ..ottt 352
See also 96. DIFFICULTY; 281. PREDICAMENT; 379. THWARTING.

IMPERFECTION ...ttt it 354

Impermanance . . . See 151. FLIMSINESS.

IMPETUOQUSNESS . oot 356

Impishness . . . See 237. MISCHIEVOUSNESS.

Implication . . . See 217. INVOLVEMENT.

Importance . . . See 234. MEANINGFULNESS.

Importunity . . . See 352. SOLICITATION.

IMPROBABILITY . ..ottt i e 357

IMPROPRIETY ..ottt 358
See also 389. UNSCRUPULOUSNESS.

Improvement . . . See 307. REFORMATION.

IMPROVIDENCE . . ..o 360

IMPRUDENCE . ... it 362

IMPUDENCE . ..ottt 364

Impulsiveness . . . See 187. IMPETUOUSNESS.

INABILITY . ottt ettt 364
See also 141. FAILURE; 203. INEFFECTUALITY; 406. WORTHLESSNESS.

Inaccuracy . . . See 121. ERRONEOUSNESS.

Inactivity . . . See 178. IDLENESS; 201. INDOLENCE.

Inadequacy . . . See 151. FLIMSINESS.
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194.

195.

196.

197.

198.
199.

200.
201.

202.

203.

204.

205.

206.
207.

208.
209.

210.

Inanity . . . See 145. FATUOUSNESS.

Inapplicability . . . See 219. IRRELEVANCE.

INAPPROPRIATENESS . . ... . i, 365

Incantation . . . See 231. MAGIC.

Incapacity . . . See 193. INABILITY.

Incitement . . . See 294. PROVOCATION.

Inclination . . . See 282. PREFERENCE.

INCLUSIVENESS . ... i 366
See also 377. THOROUGHNESS; 383. TOTALITY.

Incorrectness . . . See 143. FALLACIOUSNESS.

Increase . . . See 28. AUGMENTATION.

Incredulity . . . See 349. SKEPTICISM.

INDEBTEDNESS. . ... e e 370
See also 149. FINANCE; 277. POVERTY; 281. PREDICAMENT;
400. VULNERABILITY.

Indecision . . . See 391. VACILLATION.

Indecisiveness . . . See 203. INEFFECTUALITY; 391. VACILLATION.

Indecorousness . . . See 189. IMPROPRIETY.

Indefiniteness . . . See 198. INDETERMINATENESS.

INDEPENDENCE. . ....... ... .. i 371
See also 336. SELF-RELIANCE.

INDETERMINATENESS . .. ... ... 373

INDIFFERENCE. . . ... i 375

Indigence . . . See 277. POVERTY.

INDIVIDUALITY ... e 377

INDOLENCE . . ... i 377
See also 178. IDLENESS.

INDUSTRIOUSNESS . ... i 378
See also 132. EXERTION.

Inebriation . . . See 109. DRUNKENNESS.

INEFFECTUALITY . ... e i 379
See also 159. FUTILITY; 193. INABILITY.

INEXPERIENGE . . ..... ... 0. 0. 08000 0ioeenabbiteaBBihe.. 383

Inferiority . . . See 363. SUBORDINATION.

INFIDELITY ... e i 384

Influence . . . See 232. MANIPULATION.

INFORMATION . ... e 386

INFREQUENCY . ... . e, 387
See also 380. TIME.

INGRATITUDKE. . ... . i 387

INLFIATEO N oo . 58 ma @ak - . o § oo oo o8 dabe oo dobbabithbiodhe. 387
See also 31. BEGINNINGS: 318. RESTARTING; 357. STARTING.

INJUSTICE . . ... e et e e 388

See also 147. FAVORITISM; 283. PREJUDICE.

QU0daIe) WY ] .



-

Thematic Categories 28 [J Picturesque Expressions

211.

212.

213.

214.

215.

216.
217.

218.
219.
220.
221.

222.

223.

Innovation . . . See 9. ADVANTAGE; 318. RESTARTING.

Inquisitiveness . . . See 80. CURIOSITY.

Insanity . . . See 111. ECCENTRICITY; 218. IRRATIONALITY;

385. UNCONVENTIONALITY.

Insensitivity . . . See 42. CALLOUSNESS.

INSIGNIFICANCE . .. ..t e 389
See also 406. WORTHLESSNESS.

Insincerity . . . See 176. HYPOCRISY.

Insolvency . . . See 196. INDEBTEDNESS.

INSTANTANEOUSNESS . ... i 394
See also 261. PACE; 354. SPEEDING.

Instigation . . . See 294. PROVOCATION.

Instinctiveness . . . See 215. INTUITION.

INSULT . .o ot it eeetesenenenneatnsesesosenassenensnaanenes 396
See also 327. RIDICULE.

Intellectuality . . . See 331. SCHOLARLINESS.

Intelligentsia . . . See 331. SCHOLARLINESS.

Intensification . . . See 127. EXACERBATION.

INTENSITY . oottt ettt e et e 399

Interference . . . See 235. MEDDLESOMENESS.

Interjections . . . See 131. EXCLAMATIONS.

Interment . . . See 41. BURIAL.

Intermission . . . See 317. RESPITE.

Intoxication . . . See 109. DRUNKENNESS.

Introduction . . . See 209. INITIATION.

Intrusiveness . . . See 80. CURIOSITY.

INTUITION ..ottt ettt ae s 401

Invaldation . . . See 329. RUINATION.

INVESTIGATION . ..ottt 402

INVOLVEMENT . ..ottt ans 404

Irascibility . . . See 182. ILL TEMPER.

IRRATIONALITY ..ottt aans 405
See also 155. FRENZIEDNESS.

IRRELEVANCE. . ..ot 407

IRRESPONSIBLITY . ...it ittt it i 407

IRRETRIEVABILITY . ... i 409

Irreversibility . . . See 222. IRREVOCABILITY.

IRREVOCABILITY . ..ttt e i ae s 410
See also 84. DECISIVENESS.

Irritability . . . See 182. ILL TEMPER.

IRRITATION ..ttt e ettt e 411
See also 21. ANGER; 158. FURY; 170. HARASSMENT; 394. VEXATION.

Jubilation . . . See 115. ELATION.

Justice . . . See 142. FAIRNESS.
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224.

225.

226.

227.
228.

229.

230.

231.

232.

233.

ENQWLEDRGE ...5.. . .6 5000 @ M BB e o ofonenaionign s 414
Lack . . . See 4. ABSENCE.

Lamentation . . . See 167. GRIEVING.

LANGUAGE . ... s i i 416

See also 94. DICTION; 131. EXCLAMATIONS; 161. GIBBERISH;
288. PROFANITY.
Lasciviousness . . . See 297. PRURIENCE.
Last resort . . . See 92. DESPERATION.
Lateness . . . See 372. TARDINESS.
Latitude . . . See 154. FREEDOM.
Laughter . . . See 174. HUMOROUSNESS.
Lawbreaking . . . See 76. CRIMINALITY.
Laziness . . . See 178. IDLENESS; 201. INDOLENCE.
Leave-taking . . . See 89. DEPARTURE.
Lewdness . . . See 297. PRURIENCE.
Liability . . . See 98. DISADVANTAGE.
Liberty . . . See 154. FREEDOM.
License . . . See 154. FREEDOM.
Licentiousness . . . See 289. PROMISCUOUSNESS.
Likeness . . . See 346. SIMILARITY.
LITERATURE . ... i, 419
Liveliness . . . See 399. VITALITY.
LOCALITIES . . ... i 420
LOCOMOTION . . ... i, 423
See also 393. VEHICLES.
Longing . . . See 91. DESIRE.
Looks . . . See 271. PHYSICAL APPEARANCE.
Looseness . . . See 289. PROMISCUOUSNESS.
Loss . . . See 221. IRRETRIEVABILITY.

See also 156. FRIENDSHIP.

Loyalty . . . See 67. CONSTANCY.

Luck . . . See 163. GOOD LUCK.

Lunacy . . . See 218. IRRATIONALITY.

Luridness . . . See 338. SENSATIONALISM.

L9 30 S FO O e 426
See also 91. DESIRE; 289. PROMISCUOUSNESS; 297. PRURIENCE.

Lying . . . See 236. MENDACITY.

MAGIC .. 428

Malicicusness . . . See 403. WICKEDNESS.

MANIPULATION . ... e 430
See also 69. CONTROL; 107. DOMINATION; 395. VICTIMIZATION.,

MARRBIAGE ... crw . 355 soswnsmmmssarmmssste - B 6 86 -5 (B 5.3 BiMas - 432

Mastery . . . See 69. CONTROL; 107. DOMINATION.
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234.

235.

236.

237.
238.

239.

240.

241.

242.

243.

Matrimony . . . See 233. MARRIAGE.

Maturity . . . See 15. AGE.

Maudlinness . . . See 338. SENSATIONALISM.

MEANINGFULNESS . ... e e

Meaninglessness . . . See 246. NONSENSE.

MEDDLESOMENESS. . ..o e e
See also 80. CURIOSITY.

Meekness . . . See 362. SUBMISSIVENESS.

Melancholy . . . See 335. SELF-PITY.

Melodrama . . . See 341. SENTIMENTALITY.

Memory . . . See 305. RECOLLECTION.

MEND A CITY ..o e e e

Merriment . . . See 324. REVELRY.

Merrymaking . . . See 324. REVELRY.

Miscellaneousness . . . See 239. MIXTURE.

MISCHIEVOUSNESS . . .. e i

MISERLINESS .............. e

Misfortune . . . See 10. ADVERSITY.

Mistakenness . . . See 121. ERRONEOUSNESS; 143. FALLACIOUSNESS.

MIXTURE . ..o e e e e e e e
See also 19. AMALGAMATION.

Mockery . . . See 327. RIDICULE.

Modification . . . See 7. ADAPTATION.

Molestation . . . See 170. HARASSMENT.

MONEY .. e e
See also 14. AFFLUENCE; 149. FINANCE; 265. PAYMENT.

Monotony . . . See 356. STAGNATION.

Mortification . . . See 173. HUMILIATION.

Motion . . . See 228. LOCOMOTION.

Mourning . . . See 167. GRIEVING.

Movement . . . See 228. LOCOMOTION; 261. PACE.

MUSIC . .. e e e

Mutuality . . . See 304. RECIPROCITY.

Naiveté . . . See 204. INEXPERIENCE.

Nakedness . . . See 271. PHYSICAL APPEARANCE.

Names . . . See 119. EPONYMS; 244. NICKNAMES.

NATIONALITY ..ot e e e e e e e

Naughtiness . . . See 237. MISCHIEVOUSNESS.

Nearness . . . See 295. PROXIMITY.

NEATNESS ..ttt e it i e e et e ity

Necessity . . . See 390. URGENCY.

Neglect . . . See 1. ABANDONMENT.

Negligence . . . See 44. CARELESSNESS.
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244.
245.

246.

247.

248.
249.
250.

251.
252.
253.

254.

255.

256.

257.
258.

Newness . . . See 15. AGE.

News . . . See 206. INFORMATION.

NICKNAMES . .. e e

NIT-PICKING ... . e
See also 146. FAULTFINDING; 270. PERSPECTIVE.

NONSENSE . ..o e e e e
See also 161. GIBBERISH; 359. STUPIDITY.

Nosiness . . . See 235. MEDDLESOMENESS.

Notability . . . See 144. FAME.

Nourishment . . . See 153. FOOD AND DRINK.

Nuisance . . . See 223. IRRITATION; 394. VEXATION.

OAFISHNESS . . o e e

Obesity . . . See 72. CORPULENCE.

Objection . . . See 78. CRITICISM; 293. PROTEST.

Obscenity . . . See 288. PROFANITY.

OBSEQUIOUSNESS ... ... . e
See also 150. FLATTERY; 362. SUBMISSIVENESS.

OBSESSION . .

OBSOLESCENCE . . ... . e e
See also 15. AGE.

Obstacle . . . See 185. IMPEDIMENT.

OBSTINACY . .. e e e e

OBVIOUSNESS . . . e

OCCUPATIONS . . . e e e

Offensiveness . . . See 313. REPULSION.

Officiousness . . . See 235. MEDDLESOMENESS.

Old age . . . See 15. AGE.

Oldness . . . See 15. AGE.

OMEN . .

Openness . . . See 43. CANDIDNESS.

OPPORTUNENESS . . . . e e
See also 380. TIME; 381. TIMELINESS.

Opposition . . . See 62. CONFRONTATION; 293. PROTEST.

Optimism . . . See 177. IDEALISM.

Oratory . . . See 133. EXHORTATION.

Order . . . See 25. ARRANGEMENT.

Orderliness . . . See 243. NEATNESS.

OSTENTATIOUSNESS. . . .. e
See also 12. AFFECTATION; 276. POMPOSITY.

OUT COME . .. e e e e

OUTDOING . ..o e e e
See also 9. ADVANTAGE.

Outlook . . . See 270. PERSPECTIVE.

Overburden . . . See 260. OVERWORK.
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259,

260.

261.

262.

263.

264.

265.

266.

267.

268.

269.

270.

271.

Overdoing . . . See 259. OVEREXTENSION.

Overeating . . . See 164. GOURMANDISM.

OVEREXTENSION. . .. e e e

Overlooking . . . See 180. IGNORING.

Overshadowing . . . See 258. OUTDOING.

Overstatement . . . See 128. EXAGGERATION.

OVERWORK . ... 5. .ot e i emi mmmie e oo ooooiesiimensos
See also 132. EXERTION.

PACE ...
See also 212. INSTANTANEOUSNESS; 354. SPEEDING.

Pacification . . . See 273. PLACATION.

Pain . . . See 99. DISCOMFORT.

PARADISE . ..

Parity . . . See 120. EQUIVALENCE.

Partiality . . . See 147. FAVORITISM.

Participation . . . See 70. COOPERATION; 217. INVOLVEMENT.

PARTNERSHIP . ... e e et c e
See also 70. COOPERATION.

Passion . . . See 230. LUST.

PATIENCE . ... . e e

Paunchiness . . . See 72. CORPULENCE.

PAYMENT . . e
See also 38. BRIBERY; 74. COST; 140. EXTORTION; 165. GRAFT;
240. MONEY; 326. REWARD; 352. SOLICITATION.

See also 273. PLACATION.

Penalty . . . See 298. PUNISHMENT.

Pensiveness . . . See 378. THOUGHT.

PERCEPTIVENESS. ... i
See also 17. ALERTNESS; 344. SHREWDNESS.

Perfection . . . See 129. EXCELLENCE.

Perilousness . . . See 279. PRECARIOUSNESS.

Permission . . . See 154. FREEDOM.

Perplexity . . . See 63. CONFUSION.

PERSEVERANCE . ... o e
See also 116. ENDURANCE.

Persistence . . . See 268. PERSEVERANCE.

PERSONAGES . .. e
See also 358. STATUS.

PERSPECTIVE ... e
See also 245. NIT-PICKING.

Pettiness . . . See 245. NIT-PICKING.

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE .. ... .. . i
See also 72. CORPULENCE; 272. PHYSICAL STATURE; 398. VISAGE.
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272. PHYSICAL STATURE . ......... .. i,
See also 271. PHYSICAL APPEARANCE.

273. PLACATION . ...,
See also 266. PEACE.

Pleasure . . . See 117. ENJOYMENT.
Plenty . . . See 5. ABUNDANCE.
274, PLOY ...
See also 384. TRICKERY.
Poise . . . See 60. COMPOSURE.
Politeness . . . See 85. DEFERENCE.

275. POLITICS ... ... ..
276. POMPOSITY . ... ...
See also 171. HAUGHTINESS; 256. OSTENTATIOUSNESS.

Portent . . . See 254. OMEN.
Postponement . . . See 2. ABEYANCE; 374. TEMPORIZING.
Potential . . . See 3. ABILITY.

277. POVERTY . ...

278. POWER . .. ..
Powerlessness . . . See 203. INEFFECTUALITY.
Practicality . . . See 135. EXPEDIENCE.
Praise . . . See 52. COMMENDATION; 150. FLATTERY.
Prankishness . . . See 237. MISCHIEVOUSNESS.
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200 FREJUDICE . .5 5.5 on aommm. oo 5. - 5. -« chisneobome o Booebboe @en.
See also 210. INJUSTICE; 282. PREFERENCE; 300. RACISM.
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284. PREPARATION . ... .. e
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Preparedness . . . See 301. READINESS.
285. PRESERVATION. .. ... . s
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See also 283. PREJUDICE.

Rage . . . See 158. FURY.

Rambunctiousness . . . See 35. BOISTEROUSNESS.

Rank . . . See 212. INSTANTANEOUSNESS; 261. PACE; 354. SPEEDING.
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See also 293. PROTEST.
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Recess . . . See 317. RESPITE.

RECIPROCITY .. e e e e
See also 70. COOPERATION.

Recklessness . . . See 187. IMPETUOUSNESS.

RECOLLECTION . . .. e e

RECOVERY . ..o e e

Recuperation . . . See 306. RECOVERY.

REFORMATION ... e e

Refuge . . . See 330. SANCTUARY.

REFUSAL . . e e e e e
See also 88. DENIAL; 138. EXPULSION; 310. REJECTION.

REGRET . ..o e

Reiteration . . . See 311. REPETITION.
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308. REFUSAL.
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1. ABANDONMENT
See also 310. REJECTION

1. brain drain Emigration of highly
skilled, professional people; the loss of
scientists, trained technical personnel,
and university professors to another
country or organization. This expression
was coined by the British immediately
following World War II in reference to
the extensive loss of their country’s pro-
fessionals and skilled workers to other
countries, especially to the United
States, which offered higher salaries and
better working conditions. However, the
term soon took on a more universal as-
pect as many of the industrialized na-
tions of the world increased their capaci-
ties for production and entered the game
of luring top people into influential posi-
tions. Thus was born the inverse term
brain gain.

For the recipient countries the
emigrants produce the opposite of the
brain drain, a brain gain. (Andrew H.
Malcolm, The New York Times,
November 7, 1977)

2. dead as Chelsea Useless; no longer of
value. Chelsea, England, was the loca-
tion of a military hospital for severely in-
jured soldiers. Since many of these sol-
diers had lost limbs or were otherwise
disabled, they were of no further value
to the military effort. According to one
source, this expression was first used
during the Battle of Fontenoy (1745) by
a soldier whose leg had been shot off by
a cannonball.

3. empty nester A parent whose chil-
dren have grown and left home to be on
their own. This expression alludes to the
annual ritual of birds’ building a nest,
rearing their young in it, and then aban-
doning it after the young have flown

away. Both terms have been in use since
the early 1960s.

Like their grown children, the empty
nesters are intent on living well.

(Maclean’s, July 1976)

Some parents seize upon the opportunity
to establish a new life for themselves,
while others sink into a melancholy
state. Psychiatrists have coined an ex-
pression for the latter condition, empty
nest syndrome.

We knew, of course, about the empty
nest syndrome but were not
perceptive enough to recognize it in
ourselves. (McCall’s, January 1973)

4. left high and dry Left in the lurch,
abandoned, forsaken, rejected, deserted,
stranded. The allusion is to a vessel in
dry dock or grounded on the shore.

Meanwhile, Dr. Flood’s successor had
been appointed, and Dr. Flood was
left high and dry without preferment
owing to an undoubted breach of
faith on the part of Duckworth. (E.
W. Hamilton, Diary, 1881)

Both literal and figurative uses of this ex-
pression date from the nineteenth centu-

ry.

5. left in the basket Abandoned; ne-
glected. The allusion in this phrase is to
the practice of leaving abandoned babies
at the doorsteps of hospitals or private
homes. At one time the practice was so
common that some foundling institu-
tions actually left baskets outside their
doors to receive such infants. Hence, the
implication that one left in the basket
has been rejected.

6. left in the lurch To be deserted while
in difficulty; to be left in a dangerous
predicament without assistance. Lurch
is derived from the French lourche
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‘discomfited,” implying that someone left
in the lurch is likely to find himself in
the uncomfortable position of facing a
threatening or perilous situation alone.

The Volscians seeing themselves
abandoned and left in the lurch by
them, . . . quit the camp and field.
(Philemon Holland, Livy’s Roman
History, 1600)

In medieval times, a lurch was a lurking
place where poachers would hide as they
placed illegal animal traps. If a poacher
were deserted by his companions when
the authorities approached, he was left
in the lurch. Lurch was also the name of
an ancient, backgammon-like game in
which the objective was to leave the oth-
er players as far behind as possible. Left
in the lurch also describes the predica-
ment of a cribbage player whose oppo-
nent wins before the player has even
“turned the corner,” i.e., moved his
pieces halfway around the board.

2. ABEYANCE
See also 374. TEMPORIZING

1. drop the other shoe To relieve irrita-
tion or suspense by finally completing an
action; to satisfy another’s curiosity.
This expression is most frequently heard
to mean: ‘Let’s get on with what we'’re
doing!” A common anecdote is said to ac-
count for its derivation. A certain man,
checking into a hotel late one evening, is
warned by the night clerk that the occu-
pant of the room below him is extremely
nervous and is easily agitated by noise.
Upon retiring the man inadvertently
drops a shoe on the floor and, recalling
the clerk’s warning, quietly places his
other shoe beside the first. In the middle
of the night he is awakened by the ner-
vous man who complains that he has
lain awake for hours waiting for the oth-
er shoe to drop. The phrase has been in
use since at least the late 1800s.

2. hanging fire Undecided, up in the
air; delayed, postponed. In munitions
the term describes a delay in the explo-
sion or charge of a firearm. The phrase

was used in its figurative sense by Sir
Walter Scott in 1801.

3. in a holding pattern Waiting; in a
state of suspension. The phrase is aero-
nautical in origin, referring to:

a specified flight track . . . which an
aircraft may be required to maintain
about a holding point (Chambers’s
Technical Dictionary, 1958)

before being instructed by air traffic
control to land. The term has been as-
similated into everyday speech to de-
scribe a condition characterized by delay
or systematic dilatory tactics.

4. in cold storage Temporarily put
aside; on a back burner; in a state of
readiness. Cold storage is literally the
storing of provisions in refrigerated com-
partments for protection and preserva-
tion. Figuratively this expression applies
to ideas, plans, etc., which are tempo-
rarily shelved.

When may a truth go into cold
storage in the encyclopedia? and
when shall it come out for battle?
(William James, Pragmatism, 1907)

5. in limbo In abeyance; in a suspended
or uncertain state, usually one between
two alternatives or extremes; in a figura-
tive place of oblivion where useless or
outdated things or persons are relegated;
in prison or other place of confinement.
According to early Christian theological
writings, the souls of the righteous who
died before the time of Christ, as well as
the souls of unbaptized infants who died
since, were sent to Limbo (from the Lat-
in limbus ‘edge’), a place on the border
of hell. These souls are due to be reunit-
ed with those already in heaven during
the second coming of Christ.

Into a limbo large and broad, since
called
The Paradise of Fools, to a few

unknown.
(John Milton, Paradise Lost 111, 1667)

The piece . . . ran for 11 nights
before descending into the limbo of
oblivion. (J. Knight, Garrick, 1894)
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6. Narrowdale’s nocn A long delay; in-
definite postponement; in the distant
future. In Dovedale, Derbyshire, there is
an area where, because of the depth and
narrowness of the valley, the sunlight
never penetrates throughout the winter
months, and only for a brief interval in
the late afternoon in the spring. Conse-
quently, to delay anything until
Narrowdale’s noon is to postpone it in-
definitely.

7. on ice Set aside temporarily, post-
poned, held in abeyance; also, assured,
certain, in the bag. Ice is a common food
preservative. A longer phrase, to put on
ice ‘to assure or guarantee the certainty
of a given outcome,” probably stems
from the same sense of ice as a preserva-
tive. On ice may be related conceptually
to in the bag in that bagged game or
caught fish were often placed on ice un-
til dressed. Both meanings of on ice
gained currency in the late 19th and ear-
ly 20th centuries.

8. on the back burner
ORDINATION.

See 363. SUB-

9. on the shelf In a state of inactivity or
uselessness; set beyond immediate reach,
postponed. A shelf is generally used to
store concrete items not being used at
the moment, such as canned goods or
books. By extension, abstractions such as
ideas or political issues not currently be-
ing acted upon are said to be on the
shelf. The term is also often applied to
people who because of age or infirmity
are thought to be useless and unproduc-
tive to society; in such a context the
phrase carries the implicit criticism that
persons are being treated as objects. The
figurative use of the phrase appeared as
early as 1575 in The Princely Pleasures
at the Court at Kenelworth by George
Gascoigne.

10. rain check A promised but usually
indefinite repeat invitation, so-called
from the ticket stub or separate check is-
sued for later use when events are inter-
rupted or postponed due to inclement
weather. The literal term rain check

may have been coined by the Detroit
Base Ball Association in 1890. The cur-
rent figurative meaning must have al-
ready been in wide use when the follow-
ing was written:

The idea . . . was for an actual
raincheck, to be handed to those
jaunty types who say they will take a
raincheck when declining an
invitation. (The New Yorker, June
1945)

11. table In U.S. parliamentary proce-
dure this verb means to ‘postpone action
on’:
The amendment which was always
present, which was rejected and

tabled and postponed. (The Century
XXXVII, 1873)

In British parliamentary procedure, it
means to ‘present for discussion’:

If any more “Old Residents” wish to
be heard, they must table their
names. (Pall Mall Gazette, Jan. 3,
1887)

This is a confusing state of affairs and
must be watched carefully by those en-
countering the term in what may be
foreign contexts.

12. treading water Waiting: marking
time; in suspension. A tired swimmer
rests by treading water, an action which
requires a minimal amount of effort
since it involves merely keeping the head
above water.

3. ABILITY
See also 55. COMPETENCE

1. all is fish that comes to his net A pro-
verbial phrase describing the luck of
one for whom nothing ever goes awry
because of a seemingly innate ability to
turn everything to profit. Most fisher-
men expect to discover undesirable ani-
mals or debris in their nets, but the for-
tuitous fisherman's net overflows with
valuable fish only. The expression is used
of one with an extraordinary capacity to
develop invariably successful schemes
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and make consistently lucrative financial
investments.

2. anchor man The man who runs or
swims the last leg in a relay race; the
rear man on a tug-of-war team; the
newscaster who coordinates a radio
broadcast or television program. In
sports jargon the anchor man runs or
swims the anchor leg; he is usually the
fastest or strongest member of the team.
In broadcasting, as with sports, the an-
chor man is usually the strongest mem-
ber of a news team. His function, how-
ever, is to operate from a control center
and direct the gathering and dissemina-
tion of the news from various spots
about the nation or the world.

In the fall, NBC moved David
Brinkley to Washington, as
permanent anchor there for the news

of the nation’s capital. (John Gunn,
The Americana Annual, 1978)

In the sports world the term anchor man
has been in use since the late 1800s; in
broadcasting it came into use in the
1930s and was shortened to anchor in
1956, thus eliminating any sexual identi-
fication.

3. double in brass To obtain income
from more than one source; to be versa-
tile; to serve two purposes; to play two
roles; to be capable of doing more than
one thing well. This phrase probably
had its genesis in the theatrical world,
most likely the circus, where it was often
necessary for a performer to be able to
play a musical instrument in the band
along with his regular duties in the ring,
in brass being short for in the brass
section. Another practice common to the
circus, which may have contributed to
the popularity of the term, was to have
some performers march along with the
band and fake playing in order to make
the band appear larger. Today the term
is only heard figuratively to indicate
doubling up.

4. get the hang of To get the knack; to
get the significance; to be able to do; to
come to understand the operation of

something. This American expression, in
common use since at least 1839, derives
its meaning from a colloquial applica-
tion of the word hang, ‘familiar knowl-
edge’ or ‘knack,” which, in turn, has its
roots in the craft of the tailor or seam-
stress; one must get the proper hang of
coats, skirts, drapes, curtains to satisfy
the customer.

Suggs lost his money and his horse,
but then he hadn’t got the hang of the
game. (Johnson J. Hooper, Simon
Suggs, 1845)

5. green thumb An above-average abil-
ity to grow plants; the knack of success-
fully cultivating and propagating plants.
This phrase and its variant green fingers
date from the early 1900s. A green
thumb is like a magic touch which en-
courages rapid growth. Although the
phrase is usually heard in the context of
gardening, it can apply to any innate
ability to make things grow and prosper.

“Success with money is often
accidental,” she sighed. “One needs
‘green fingers’ to make it grow.”
(Daily Telegraph, April 26, 1969)

6. jack of all trades This expression re-
fers to a person who can turn his hand to
almost any trade but is not especially
proficient in any one of them. The term
is often used contemptuously to indicate
one who pretends to be knowledgeable
in many areas, one with a smattering of
learning, a pretender. The phrase has
been in common use since at least 1618.

“How comes it that I am so unlucky?
Jack of all trades and master of none,”
said Goodenough with a sneer. (Maria
Edgeworth, Popular Tales, 1800)

7. keep [one’s] hand in To keep in prac-
tice, to dabble in, to maintain one’s pro-
ficiency in a certain activity. The ex-
pression usually implies sporadic or in-
termittent interest and activity.

8. know [one’s] beans See 224. KNOWL-
EDGE.
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9. lynx-eyed Keen of vision; having
acute sight; sharp-eyed; having the abili-
ty to distinguish objects at a great dis-
tance. This expression is derived from
the mythological figure Lynceus, a
member of Jason’s crew on the Argo,
who had vision so sharp that he could
see precious metals buried deep in the
earth. It has erroneously beer associated
with the cat-like animal, the lynx, which
has, in fact, rather poor vision.

The lynx-eyed agent of some loan
society. (The Nineteenth Century,
May 1883)

10. not just another pretty face This ex-
pression, which came into greater prom-
inence as a favorite catchphrase of the
women’s liberation movement, is a
warning or putdown directed at men
who view women merely as sexual ob-
jects, without any appreciation for their
intellectual potential or ability. In es-
sence the woman using this phrase is tell-
ing her male antagonist that she has
ability and that her looks are not part of
her qualifications. It is also used among
men in speaking of women.

“She’s not just a pretty face,” Philpott
went on, “she’s clever, too.” (Miles
Tripp, Woman at Risk, 1974)

In recent years the tables have been
turned, and women often apply the term
jocularly to men. It has also received
broader metaphoric currency in refer-
ence, for example, to a piece of machin-
ery that has been attractively designed
yet, perhaps surprisingly, is able to ac-
complish its work effectively.

11. play a straight bat To know what
you are doing, to know your business.
This Briticism comes from the game of
cricket.

12. to the manner born See STATUS.

13. wear different hats To perform
more than one function simultaneously;
to play two or more roles; to fulfill two
positions concurrently. This expression
alludes to someone who can perform two
or more responsible duties while operat-

ing from the same position, with refer-
ence to the practice of wearing a distinc-
tive hat that indicates one’s occupation.
A common variant is wear two hats.

Except for Chairman Wheeler, each
of these men wears two hats: one as
topbraid officer of his service, the
other as a member of the Joint Chiefs.
(Time, February 5, 1965)

Abnormality . . .
See 386. UNNATURALNESS

4. ABSENCE

1. eighty-six Nothing left, no more, no,
nix; from American restaurant argot for
being sold out of a certain dish. The
term was apparently chosen because it
rhymes with nix, slang for ‘nothing’ or
‘no.” Although this expression is still most
commonly heard among restaurant
workers, it has recently gained populari-
ty in general slang.

2. gone with the wind Said of people,
objects, or events that have passed and
left no indication of their having once
existed. This expression has been in the
common vocabulary since the publica-
tion of Margaret Mitchell’s celebrated
best-selling novel Gone with the Wind in
1936, where the phrase was employed to
characterize the permanent loss of the
ante-bellum Southern culture and man-
ners. The popularity of the phrase was
reinforced when the motion picture of
the same name was released in 1939
with great fanfare and ballyhoo: it has
continued to enjoy popularity. Although
the essence of the expression’s connota-
tion is found in a passage from Psalms:

The wind passeth over it, and it is
gone. (103:16)

the inspiration for the book’s title actual-
ly came from Ernest Dowson’s poem,
Non Sum Qualis Eram Bonae Sub Regno
Cynarae (1896).

I have forgot much, Cynara! gone
with the wind,

Flung roses, roses riotously with the
throng,
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Dancing, to put thy pale lost lilies out
of mind.

3. missing link The absent or unknown
integral step in a progression; the lack-
ing, unifying component of a series. This
expression probably originated as an al-
lusion to a chain that is minus a vital
part. The phrase is most often applied to
the unknown connection in the anthro-
pological progression of man’s theoreti-
cal evolution from the lower primates.

Albertus [Magnus] made the first
attempt to bridge the gap between
man and the rest of the animal world
by means of a kind of “missing link”
in the shape of the pygmy and the
ape. (R. and D. Morris, Men and
Apes, 1966)

4. neither hide nor hair Nothing at all,
not a trace. Hide here of course means
‘skin.” The expression in hide and hair,
in the language since the l4th century
but now rarely heard, has an opposite
meaning—‘wholly, entirely.” The oldest
citation for neither hide nor hair shows
that more than a century ago it was used
much the same as it most frequently is
today: in a negative construction follow-
ing see. However, contemporary usage
usually limits its application to humans
or animals—Iliteral possessors of hide
and hair.

I haven’t seen hide nor hair of the

piece ever since. (Josiah G. Holland,
The Bay-path, 1857)

5. play hookey To take off from school
or work without permission; to be tru-
ant. This American expression from the
mid 1800s seemingly has its origin in the
verb hook, which according to Webster’s
Third means ‘make off’ or ‘clear out.’
The term was a favorite of Mark Twain,
and apparently his writings helped to
popularize its use.

Whenever I got uncommon tired I
played hookey, and the hiding I got
next day done me good and cheered
me up. (Mark Twain, Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn, 1885)

6. scarce as hen’s teeth Very scarce,
nonexistent; rarely occurring. This
Americanism dating from the mid 1800s
is a superlative of ‘scarce,” since a hen
has no teeth.

North of Mason and Dixon’s line,
colored county officials are scarce as
hen’s teeth. (Congressional Record,
October 2, 1893)

This expression and the variant rare as
hen’s teeth are still in use.

Stoppages are as rare as hen’s teeth.
(The Times, June 12, 1969)

7. sport [one’s] oak To signify that one
is not in his room; to indicate that one
does not desire visitors. English college
dormitories were usually provided with
two doors to each room, an inner door
and a sturdier outer door, made of oak.
It became the custom to close the outer
door as a sign that one didn’t care to
have visitors or to be intruded upon;
hence, the figurative implication of this
term. The phrase has been current in
England since at least 1785.

Your oak was sported and you were
not at home to anybody. (Walter
Besant, The Demoniac, 1890)

8. sweet Fanny Adams Nothing; usual-
ly used in reference to the failure of a
potentially promising enterprise or occa-
sion. Fanny Adams was a woman who
was brutally murdered in 1810. Her
hacked and mutilated body was thrown
into a river. Because of the gruesomeness
of the crime and the dour humor of the
British Navy, Fanny Adams became the
nickname for canned mutton served to
the sailors. The implication is clear.
Over the years, Fanny Adams became
sweet Fanny Adams, or Sweet F. A.,
with the abbreviated form serving as a
popular euphemism for an obvious ob-
scenity.

Abstinence .
See 373. TEMPERANCE
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5. ABUNDANCE
See also 291. PROSPEROUSNESS:
366. SUPERFLUOUSNESS

1. at rack and manger In extravagance;
reckless abundance; in the midst of plen-
ty; wanting for nothing. This British ex-
pression, dating from at least 1378, al-
ludes to the life of domestic beasts. They
stand in a rack, protected from the ele-
ments, have their food placed before
them in a manger, and never have to
give any thought to the acquisition of
their own provisions. Live at rack and
manger, a variant, means ‘to live with-
out worry about the future.’

John Lackland . . . tearing out the
bowels of St. Edmundsbury Convent
. . . by living at rack and manger
there. (Thomas Carlyle,
Reminiscences, 1866)

2. cloud of witnesses A great number of
observers; a host of onlookers; a multi-
tude who will swear to what they saw.
This expression is directly attributable to
the Bible; it appears more than once in
the King James version, but appears first
in Hebrews 12:1:

Seeing we also are compassed about
with so great a cloud of witnesses.

3. corm in Egypt Anything in abun-
dance that can be purchased from a sup-
plier; something waiting for a buyer to
come along. This phrase has its origin in
the Old Testament:

And he said, Behold, I have heard
that there is corn in Egypt; get you
down thither, and buy for us from
thence; that we may live, and not die.
(Genesis 42:2)

The original innocence of the Biblical
expression has given way to a more sar-
donic application in modern usage: the
product is available if the money is plen-
tiful.

There is corn in Egypt while there is
cash in Leadenhall. (Charles Lamb,
Letter, c. 1830)

4. fat city An extremely satisfactory
condition; a comfortable situation; sit-
ting pretty. Fat in this American slang
expression is obvious in its reference to
abundance or plenty. City seemingly de-
rives from the post-World War II use of
-sville, a slang suffix added for emphasis,
as in dullsville, meaning ‘extremely
dull.” City appeared in the early 1960s,
and was popularized by a New York
City propaganda campaign to promote
tourism, in which the city advertised it-
self as fun city.

“I've put it behind me,” Stockdale
says of his long ordeal. “I think of it as
just another tour of duty. In so many
ways I'm in fat city.” (Newsweek,
February 25, 1974)

5. forty acres and a mule An illusion of
plenty; an optimistic expectancy of fu-
ture blessings; pie in the sky; a dream or
fantasy of a future without want. On
January 16, 1865 General William Te-
cumseh Sherman of the United States

Army gave the following special field or-
der.

Every family shall have a plot of not
more than forty acres of tillable
ground.

It was probably this order which was re-
sponsible for many Southern Blacks be-
lieving that upon their emancipation af-
ter the Civil War that their masters’
plantations would be confiscated and di-
vided among them. From about 1862
the fantasy had been ten acres and a
mule, which undoubtedly accounted for
the mule in the new version, forty acres
and a mule. In England a similar cry of
hopefulness arose during the 1880s,
three acres and a cow. See also three
acres and a cow, below.

6. hand over fist See 261. PACE.

7. happy hunting ground See 262. PARA-
DISE.

8. land of milk and honey See 262. PARA-
DISE.
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9. loaves and fishes See 240. MONEY.

10. my cup runneth over Any state of
abundance, profusion, or excess; a run
of luck or good fortune. This phrase
from the well-known Twenty-third
Psalm (“The Lord is my shepherd”) is
now commonly used in a secular sense,
though in its original context it referred
to the plentitude of God’s goodness and
spiritual gifts.

Thou preparest a table before me in
the presence of mine enemies:

Thou hast anointed my head with oil;

My cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life;

And I shall dwell in the house of the
Lord for ever.

(Psalms 23:5-6)

11. spring up like mushrooms To prolif-
erate; to appear in great quantity all at
once. Mushrooms, a type of fungus,
grow rapidly and abundantly following
the slightest rainfall.

12. three acres and a cow Excessive op-
timism; an illusion of a future free from
want; pie in the sky. Daniel Defoe had
suggested as early as 1724 in Tour
through the Whole Islands of Great
Britain that each farmer should be allot-
ted at least three acres and a cow. That
may have been the source of the phrase,
but it became current from a song popu-
lar in the 1880s. At any event, Jesse
Collings, a leader of the Liberal party,
picked up the phrase and used it as a
campaign slogan (1887-1889). The
phrase became so closely associated with
Collings and his radical agrarian politics
that he became known as Three Acres
and a Cow Collings.

An honest man who had worked long
and well should have “three acres and
a cow.” (Dean Hole, Then and Now,

1902)

13. widow’s cruse A seemingly inex-
haustible supply; a meager supply of
food that is, through clever manage-
ment, made to last through several

meals. In II Kings 4, Elisha comes to the
rescue of a destitute widow who is about
to lose her two sons as bondmen to her
dead husband’s creditor. Upon learning
that the only thing she has in her house
is a small amount of oil, he tells her to
gather all the empty containers she can
find in the village and bring them to her
house. He then tells her to start pouring
the oil from the cruse into the contain-
ers. Her small supply of oil miraculously
multiplies as she pours, allowing her to
fill all the containers, to sell the oil to
pay off her debt, and to save her sons.

Academia . . .
See 331. SCHOLARLINESS

Acceptance . . . See 23. APPROVAL

Acclaim . . .
See 52. COMMENDATION

6. ACCOMPLISHMENT
See also 58. COMPLETION;
365. SUCCESS

1. feather in [one’s] cap A distinction or
honor, a noteworthy achievement. In
the 14th century, a soldier added a
feather to his cap for each enemy soldier
he had killed. A similar practice existed
among the American Indians who added
feathers to their headdress. Among hunt-
ers, it was a common practice (and still
is in Scotland and Wales) to pluck a
feather from the first kill of the season
and display it proudly in one’s hunting
cap. By the mid 1600s, the feather had
lost much of its “killing” significance
while retaining its symbolic value as a
sign of bravery and honor. At that time,
many British noblemen considered
themselves to be men of distinction by
virtue of their birthright and frequently
wore feathers as a somewhat garish ad-
dition to their attire. Since men, regard-
less of virility or pugilistic prowess, no
longer wear feathers as badges of accom-
plishment, in contemporary usage the
expression is exclusively figurative.
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He wore a feather in his cap, and
wagg’d it too often. (Thomas Fuller,
The Church History of Belgium,
1655)

2. grand slam Win everything; defeat
all opposition thoroughly; a clean
sweep. This expression has come to indi-
cate a specific achievement in many
fields of endeavor. In baseball, it is a

home run with three men on base; in.

bridge or whist, it is the winning of all
the tricks in one hand; in tennis or golf,
it is the winning of certain pre-desig-
nated championships in one season.
Originating in the rules of card playing,
the term has become common in the
world of business where it indicates the
successful completion of an important

deal.

In January, champion tennis players
gather at the underside of the globe to
contest the first jewel of the famed
Grand Slam (the Australian, French,
Wimbledon, and U. S. titles).
(Eugene Scott, Tennis: Game of
Motion, 1973)

3. hat trick A triple accomplishment; a
streak of three successful undertakings.
This (originally) British expression origi-
nated as cricket slang for the taking of
three wickets, a feat for which the tri-
umphant player was awarded a tall hat.
The term’s current figurative meaning is
extended to include any triple achieve-
ments or victories.

British aircraft constructors are
hoping that an official attempt will
shortly be made on the world’s height
record, and the “hat trick”
accomplished by the annexation of all
three of the records which really
matter in aviation. (Statesman,

December 1931)

4. money player This American collo-
quialism has its roots in the sports are-
na, where a money player is one who
can be counted on to perform his best
under pressure. According to the Octo-
ber 1933 issue of American Speech, the
original connotation of this term was

one who participated only for the money
and had no real fighting spirit. Howev-
er, in today’s sports lingo, the expression
implies one who comes through when
the chips are down, one who performs at
his best when the most is at stake. By ex-
tension the term has become a part of
the common vocabulary. A related term
is pressure player.

5. notch on [one’s] gun A tally of those
killed by the gunbearer; a symbol of im-
pending danger; a warning to others; a
mark of achievement. The imposition of
some mark, usually upon a weapon, to
indicate kills is a practice as old as man
himself. Ancient warriors notched their
sword handles, or collected scalps or
ears, or put feathers in their bonnets to
display to the world their prowess as
killers. Modern man paints bombs on
airplanes or tanks or notches his knife or
gun handle to demonstrate his accom-
plishments as a killer. The expression has
come to be used figuratively of any sym-
bol of accomplishment.

Accord . . . See 16. AGREEMENT

Accuracy . . . See 73. CORRECTNESS;
280. PRECISION

Accusation .
See 146. FAULTFINDING

Acquiescence . . . See 85. DEFER-
ENCE; 316. RESIGNATION;
362. SUBMISSIVENESS

Activity . . .
See 202. INDUSTRIOUSNESS

7. ADAPTATION

1. act the part To demonstrate, espe-
cially in an exaggerated manner, the
characteristics accompanying a role; to
effect certain expected qualities. This
colloquial phrase, usually expressed with
derogatory intent, indicates that a per-
son has achieved a different station in
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life and is trying to personify the quali-
ties expected of him in his new position.

A common variant is play the part. Both
expressions have been in use since about

1600.

Perhaps one never seems so much at
one’s ease as when one has to play a
part. (Oscar Wilde, The Picture of
Dorian Gray, 1891)

2. bow the knee to Baal Follow the
fashion; satisfy one’s selfish desires; do in
Rome as the Romans do. Baal was the
chief male deity of several ancient Se-
mitic nations, among them the Phoeni-
cians and Canaanites. By transference,
in this expression he represents the high
false gods of fashion, those designers
who set the style which so many blindly
follow. The implication in this phrase is
that in order to be respected and ad-
mired by others, one must conform to
the latest fashion trends.

3. cheveril conscience A conscience that
stretches easily; an immoral conscience.

Cheveril consciences, which will
stretch any way for advantage.
(Thomas Fuller, Worthies of
England, 1662)

This British expression, which dates
from the Middle Ages, has its genesis in
the word cheveril, sometimes spelled
cheverel. The allusion here is to the
cheveril, a wild goat or kid. Cheveril
leather is noted for its capacity for being
stretched; in fact, a fine cheveril leather

glove will stretch enough to hold two
hands.

4. cut the coat according to the cloth
To live within one’s means; to adapt
oneself to a situation. The implication is
that given only enough cloth to make a
waistcoat or vest, one cannot make a
full-length coat. Thus, someone with
limited funds should be prudent about
expenses and not attempt to live beyond
his means. Though first cited in the 16th
century, the expression was already in
common use at the time.

[ shall cut my coat after the cloth.
(John Heywood, Dialogue Containing
Proverbs and Epigrams, 1562)

5. do in Rome as the Romans do Adapt
oneself to local customs and manners;
follow the fashion or the crowd. Appar-
ently this expression derives from the ad-
vice St. Ambrose offered St. Augustine.
In his Epistle to Januarius (387), St. Au-
gustine discloses:

My mother having joined me at
Milan, found that the church there
did not fast on Saturdays as at Rome,
and was at a loss what to do. So I
consulted St. Ambrose . . . who
replied: If you are in Rome, live after
the Roman fashion; if you are
elsewhere live as they do there.

The expression has often been used as an
excuse for altering one’s ways. The
Spanish ambassador to the court of Hen-
ry VIII used it to explain his adoption of
the Anglican religion. George Bernard
Shaw in a radio address in New York on
July 11, 1932, used another common
variant:

‘When in Rome do as the Romans do’
is the surest road to success.

The version used by Shaw is often short-
ened to when in Rome . . . , with the
balance unstated but implied. A related
term indicating adaptation to circum-
stances is go with the current.

6. stretch [one’s] legs according to the
coverlet To live within one’s means; to
adjust to a situation, especially a finan-
cial one. This uncommon expression al-
ludes to the way in which one must con-
form to an undersized bed, being sure
not to extend himself beyond the bounds
of his coverlet, or bedspread. Figurative-
ly, the expression implies that one must
be certain not to overextend himself be-
yond his resources.

7. trim [one’s] sails To reshape or alter
one’s opinion, position, or policy to fit
the situation; to adapt oneself to the cir-
cumstances or the times. To trim the
sails was originally a nautical expression
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meaning to adjust the sails of a ship ac-
cording to the direction of the wind and
the course of the vessel in order to gain
the greatest possible advantage.

Addition .
See 28. AUGMENTATION

Adjustment . . . See 7. ADAPTATION
Adolescence . . . See 407. YOUTH
Adultery . . . See 205. INFIDELITY

8. ADVANCEMENT

1. a new wrinkle An innovation, a new
development; an improved technique or
method, or a hint or suggestion regard-
ing one; sometimes, a new development
that acts as a hindrance, snag, or further
complexity. Precisely how wrinkle took
on the colloquial meaning of clever trick
some time in the 1800s remains unclear,
but it is this usage from which the above
current meanings derive. Webster’s
Third cites P. J. C. Friedlander’s use of
the term:

. . a new wrinkle whereby the
exhaust gases are used to spin small

turbines geared direct to the propeller
shaft.

2. quantum leap A sudden enormous
step forward; an unexpected discovery
or breakthrough. This expression is a
term from physics for the jumping of an
electron from one energy state to anoth-
er. As used figuratively, quantum leap
denotes a great and sudden change in a
positive direction, often with far-reach-
ing consequences.

The ability of marine technology to
take “quantum” leaps in innovation
means that a laissez-faire approach to
the ocean mineral resources can no
longer be tolerated. (Tony Loftas,
New Scientist, December 1970)

9. ADVANTACGE
See also 258. OUTDOING

1. ace in the hole A trump card; some-
thing advantageous held in reserve until
needed, and especially until needed to
turn apparent failure into actual success.
In stud poker a hole card is the card
dealt face down in the first round. Since
an ace is the highest and most valuable
card, the player who receives an ace as
his hole card has a decided advantage.

2. beat to the punch To get the drop
on, to beat to the draw, to be a step
ahead; to gain the advantage through
quickness and alertness; to steal some-
one’s thunder; to win at oneupmanship.
Webster’'s Third cites W. ]J. Reilly’s use
of this boxing metaphor:

. . . beats you to the conversational
punch by having his say before you
have a chance to open your mouth.

3. be on a good wicket To be in some-
one’s favor; to be in an advantageous po-
sition. This Briticism comes from the
game of cricket and carries a sense con-
trary to that of the more commonly
heard sticky wicket.

4. catch a weasel asleep To gain an ad-
vantage over something due to its inat-
tentiveness. A sleeping animal is an easy
target. This expression is an older equiv-
alent of the current catch someone

napping.

5. catch napping To acquire an advan-
tage over someone through his inatten-
tiveness. A sleeping person or animal is
easily taken off guard by another person
or predator. As used in the phrase, how-
ever, napping does not carry its literal
meaning of ‘sleeping.” It means simply
‘unawares, off guard, inattentive.’

6. get the drop on To have the advan-
tage over someone; to be in a superior,
controlling position, such that one can-
not be taken unawares. Most sources cite
the following quotation from Alexander
K. McClure’'s Three Thousand Miles
through the Rocky Mountains (1869) as
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the first use of this colloquial American
expression.

So expert is he with his faithful pistol
that the most scientific of rogues have
repeatedly attempted in vain to “get
the drop” on him.

This original use referring exclusively to
a fast draw may be related to at the drop
of a hat. (See 301. READINESS.) The idea
of covering a person with a gun before
he can draw his own soon gave rise to
the current figurative use.

At any rate, we will not let Arcturus
get the drop on the reading public.
(Texas Siftings, August, 1888)

7. get the weather gage of To obtain
the advantage over; to get the better of.
In the sea battles of bygone days, a ship
on the weather gage, or windward, side
of an adversary’s vessel would have the
advantage of being better able to ma-
neuver into a strategic position. The ex-
pression’s principal use still usually con-
cerns war and fighting, although not
necessarily of a maritime nature.

He had got the weather gage of them,
and for us to run down to them would
be to run ourselves into the lion’s
mouth. (John Mackey Wilson, Tales
of the Borders, 1835-40)

8. get the wood on [someone] To gain
an advantage over; someone; to hold a
past indiscretion over someone’s head.
This Australian slang term, dating from
about 1920, is probably derived as a
rhyming slang term from get the goods
on. A variant is have the wood on.

9. Glaucus swap A one-sided trade; a
trade wherein one person receives some-
thing of much greater value. The origin
of this ancient expression is found in an
incident recounted in Homer’s Iliad.
Glaucus, an ally of King Priam of Troy,
meets Diomedes, a Greek warrior, on
the battlefield. Diomedes immediately
reminds Glaucus that they have ancient
ties of friendship through their families
and suggests that they exchange armor
as a symbol of that friendship. Glaucus

agrees and trades his armor of gold for
Diomedes’ armor of brass. Homer wryly
comments:

Zeus, son of Cronos, took from
Glaucus his wits. (Iliad VI, 234)

10. go in with good cards To have rea-
son to expect success; to anticipate tri-
umph. This expression is derived from a
card player’s foreknowledge of victory
upon being dealt an exemplary hand.
The phrase maintains limited use in the
United States and Great Britain.

They went in upon far better Cards to
overthrow King Henry, than King
Henry had to overthrow King
Richard. (Francis Bacon, Henry VII,
1622)

11. have the ball at [one’s] feet To be in
a strategically advantageous position; to
be in the driver’s seat. In the British
game of football (American soccer),
whoever has the ball at his feet has the
power to call the shots. This expression
can be used in regard to politics, person-
al relations, or any area in which there
are plays for power as one person or
group attempts to gain control.

We have the ball at our feet, and if
the Government will allow us . . .
the rebellion will be crushed. (W. E.
Auckland, Journal and Corre-
spondence, 1788-98)

12. have the upper hand Be in a superi-
or position; have mastery over; in the
catbird seat. The 17th-century transla-
tors of the King James version of the Bi-
ble made use of this term in Psalms 9:19:

Up, Lord, and let not man have the
upper hand.

The term is usually attributed to a rural
game of chance played in 16th-century
England. In a process similar to that
used by American children when deter-
mining who is to bat first in a game of
scrub or one old cat, two men wrapped
their hands progressively higher about a
stick until one had the upper hand. That
man then had to throw the stick a prede-
termined distance to win the wager.
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13. inside track An advantageous posi-
tion granting one an edge over others; a
favorable status; influence, or the power
to secure favors. In racing, the inside
track ‘inner side of a curved track’ is the
shortest route. By the mid 19th century,
this Americanism was used figuratively
to refer to any position of advantage.

When a woman knows where she
stands, and has the inside track, . . .
the man has no show whatever.
(Atherton, Perch of Devil, 1914)

14. in the catbird seat In an advanta-
geous position or condition; ahead of the
game; also sitting in the catbird seat.
This U.S. slang expression, dating at
least from 1942, was popularized by
baseball announcer “Red” Barber during
his 1945-55 radio broadcasts of the
Brooklyn Dodgers baseball games.

15. keep one jump ahead To advance
or increase before someone or something
else and thus maintain an advantageous
position or superior status. The exact ori-
gin of this 20th-century expression is un-
known; it may come from the game of
checkers in which one player jumps
‘takes possession of’ another player’s
checkers—literally advancing one check-
er in front of another one—in order to
win the game.

That would allow the Government to
permit wage rises to keep one jump
ahead of prices. (Sun, January 6,
1973)

16. sitting pretty In a favorable situa-
tion or condition; at an advantage; suc-
cessful; well-to-do; well-off, set. This ex-
pression has been in use since at least the

1920s.

17. steal a march on To gain an advan-
tage over, to get the jump on, to be a
step ahead of. This expression originally
had to do with the stealthy movement of
troops without the enemy’s knowledge.
1t still retains connotations of furtiveness
or secrecy.

Happening to awake earlier than
usual, he stole a march on his nurses,

and . . . walked out and tottered into
the jail. (Charles Reade, It Is Never
Too Late To Mend, 1856)

18. two heads are better than one Ad-
vice from others is often valuable; coop-
eration improves one’s chances of suc-
cess. This Biblical expression of the ad-
vantages of mutual fellowship has re-
mained unchanged in its connotation
through the ages. Brewer’s Dictionary of
Phrase and Fable remarks:

. . . to the saying are sometimes
added the words—or why do folks
marry?

10. ADVERSITY

1. bad break An unfortunate piece of
luck; bad luck. This American slang
term is conjectured to have come from
billiards, where to make a bad break is
to cause the racked billiard balls to scat-
ter in such a way that further shots are
difficult. This meaning dates from the
late 19th century and, though still occa-
sionally encountered, has been largely
displaced by the currency of break
meaning ‘a stroke of luck or fortune.’

2. bad cess Bad luck; a curse; evil. This
term is taken from an old Irish curse,
bad cess to you, meaning ‘evil befall
you.” The origin of cess is uncertain, but
it may be a contraction of either
assessment, a tax, or success, in the sense
of ‘luck,” hence “bad luck to vou.” The
term has been in use since the early

1800s.

Bad cess to you, can’t you say what
you're bid. (Samuel Lover, Legends
and Stories of Ireland, 1831)

A possibly related term, out of all cess,
meaning ‘beyond all estimation or mea-
surement,” appears as early as 1598 in
Shakespeare’s Henry IV, Part 1.

Poor jade, is wrung in the withers out
of all cess. (II, i)

3. a bitter pill to swallow Something
unpleasant to accept; something difficult
to tolerate; an unexpected setback. The
allusion here is to the sometimes very
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disagreeable taste of medicine in the
form of a pill that one must take in order
to recover from an illness or injury. In
use since at least the 1500s, the expres-
sion is restricted to figurative use.

It was a bitter pill for the king and
Lord Mansfield to swallow. (Horace
Walpole, Last Journals, 1779)

4. black ox has trod on [one’s] foot Said
of a person who has been the victim of
misfortune or adversity. This proverb, in
use since 1546, is rarely heard today.

5. blood, sweat, and tears See 132. EXER-
TION.

6. cross to bear See 40. BURDEN.

7. crown of thorns Any excruciatingly
painful hardship, tribulation, trial, suf-
fering, etc.; a grievous and enduring
wound. This expression refers to the
crown which soldiers mockingly placed
on Jesus’ head before his crucifixion.

And they platted a crown of thorns
and put it upon his head, and a reed
in his right hand; and they kneeled
down before him, and mocked him,
saying, Hail, King of the Jews!
(Matthew 27:29)

8. dead end kids Children from the
slums who have little hope for the fu-
ture; ghetto children, especially those
from New York City’s lower East Side
during the 1920s and 1930s. Born into
the poverty-stricken slums, children so
described seem to have early in life
reached a dead end, a point from which
progress cannot easily be made. Popular-
ized by the acting group known as the
Dead End Kids, who appeared in the
play Dead End on Broadway in 1935
and the motion picture of the same
name in 1937, the phrase came to signify
any group of kids from city slums. The
Dead End Kids made a series of movies
between 1937 and 1939, after which
they broke up into two acting groups,
known as The Bowery Boys and The Lit-
tle Tough Guys.

9. get [one’s] lumps To be harshly
treated or abused; to be punished, chas-
tised, or criticized; to be physically beat-
en or harassed. In this expression a lump
is literally a swelling on the body caused
by physical violence.

Their greatest fun is to see a cop
getting his lumps. (H. Lee in Pageant,
April, 1951)

This 20th century American slang ex-
pression is frequentiy used to describe
nonphysical abuse and punishment or
unpleasant, painful experiences.

Now I take my lumps, he thought.
Maybe for not satisfying Mary.
(Bernard Malamud, Tenants, 1971)

10. lead a dog’s life To live a miserable,
servile life; to lead a wretched, harassed
existence. This expression, which dates
from the 16th century, apparently refers
to the abuses heaped on the less fortu-
nate of man’s best friends.

She . . . domineers like the devil: O
Lord, I lead the life of a dog. (Samuel
Foote, The Mayor of Garret, 1764)

11. most unkindest cut of all The cruel-
est of cruel treatment; the last and most
painful of a series of hurts; used especial-
ly in reference to betrayal by a friend.
The cut of the original expression re-
ferred to one of the rents in Julius Cae-
sar’s mantle, specifically that made by
his dearest friend Brutus. The line is

from Marc Antony’s famous oration over
the dead Caesar’s body.

This was the most unkindest cut of
all,

For when the noble Caesar saw him
stab,

Ingratitude, more strong than traitors’
arms,

Quite vanquished him.

(Shakespeare, Julius Caesar, 111,ii)

Today the phrase is most often found in
contexts where cut means ‘slight, snub,
insult,” though the idea that the hurt in-
volves a friend’s rejection is usually re-
tained. Other uses play on other mean-



2nd Edition [J 59

10.12-11.1

ings of cut, such as deletions from a
manuscript or bowdlerization of a text.

12. no butter sticks to [one’s] bread
This phrase suggests that everything that
one attempts goes awry; that in spite of
one’s attempts to get ahead in the world,
he never succeeds. It dates from the 17th
century, and the image evoked is one of
pitiable misfortune.

But now I fear it will be said,

No butter sticks upon his bread.
(Jonathan Swift, A Pastoral Dialogue,
1727)

13. run the gauntlet To be subjected to
attack from all sides; to be made to en-
dure abusive treatment or severe criti-
cism. Running the gauntlet was a form
of military punishment in which the of-
fender was compelled to run between
two rows of men armed with whips or
scourges, each of whom struck him a
painful blow. The gauntlet (or gantlet)
of the expression bears no relationship to
gauntlet ‘mailed glove,” but is a corrup-
tion of gantlope, from the Swedish
gatlopp ‘a running lane.” The literal ex-
pression came into English during the
Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648) and the
phrase was used figuratively shortly
thereafter.

To print, is to run the gantlet, and to
expose ones self to the tongues
strapado. (Joseph Glanvill, “Preface”
The Vanity of Dogmatizing, 1661)

14. Sejan horse A possession that is fatal
to its owner; a symbol of extremely bad
luck. This expression refers to the horse
of a certain Roman, Gnaeus Sejus. A
handsome bay, the horse supposedly
brought death to whoever owned it.
Sejus himself was put to death by Marc
Antony; Cornelius Dolabella, the next
owner, was killed in battle; Caius Cassi-
us, the third owner, with the help of a
friend killed himself after the Battle of
Phillipi, and the last known owner,
Marc Antony, committed suicide after
the Battle of Actium. Thus, four Roman
nobles supposedly were victims of the
horse’s mysterious power. No one re-

corded what eventually happened to the
horse, but he lives on as a symbol of mis-
fortune.

15. shoot a robin Have a streak of bad
luck; suffer a continuing string of busi-
ness or personal setbacks. This British
slang expression, a jocular allusion to
Coleridge’s Ancient Mariner’s shooting
of the albatross, is said of one who seems
to have had the world turn against him
suddenly and for no apparent reason.
The allusion is probably to the shooting
of robin redbreast in the old nursery
rhyme, and the accompanying bad luck
for destroying such a pleasant songster.

16. slings and arrows See 78. CRITICISM.

17. through the mill Through much
suffering, through many hardships and
difficulties, through an ordeal or trial.
The allusion is to the way a mill grinds
whole grains of wheat into fine flour.

His hardships were never excessive;
they did not affect his health or touch
his spirits; probably he is in every way
a better man for having . . . “gone
through the mill.” (G. Gissing, The
Private Papers of H. Ryecroft, 1903)

Use of the expression dates from the 19th
century.

18. through the wringer Through an
emotionally or physically exhausting ex-
perience.

Workers, who have already
undergone two loyalty or security
investigations . . . must go through
the wringer a third time. (Elmer
Davis, as quoted in Webster's Third)

A wringer is an apparatus for squeezing
out excess water or liquid, as from
clothes after washing.

11. ADVICE

1. brain trust A group of advisors: a
group of college teachers who acted as
an advisory board to President Franklin
D. Roosevelt. Although the origin of this
term is generally attributed to James
Kieran, a New York Times reporter,
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there are earlier instances of its use.
When President Franklin Delano Roose-
velt assembled a group of Columbia
University professors, experts in econom-
ics and political science, to assist him
with the reins of government, Kieran re-
ferred to them in his column as FDR’s
brains trust. Shortly thereafter, the
brains was shortened to brain, and on
September 2, 1933, Newsweek printed:

The President’s Brain Trust, a little
band of intellectuals, sat at the center
of action as similar bands have done
in revolutions of the past.

Apparently the first written use of the
term was in a 1910 Saturday Evening
Post article when a George Fitch used
the term brain trust to refer to the facul-
ty of “good old Siwash.”

2. don’t let anyone sell you a wooden
nutmeg This bit of advice to the unwary
to be on the lookout for fraudulent sales
schemes derives from the 19th-century
practice of selling imitation nutmegs
made of wood.

A Yankee mixes a certain number of
wooden nutmegs, which cost him 1-4
cents apiece, with a quantity of real
nutmegs, worth 4 cents apiece, and
sells the whole assortment for $44

. . . and gains $3.75 by the fraud.
(Hill, Elements of Algebra, 1859)

This practice was supposedly prevalent
in Connecticut, “The Nutmeg State,” al-
though whether the sellers were itiner-

ant peddlers or natives of Connecticut is
debatable.

3. don’t stir fire with a sword Don'’t
add fuel to the fire; don’t stir up a hor-
nets’ nest. This precept of Pythagoras,
dating to the 6th century B.C., implies
that one shouldn’t irritate an inflamed
person with sharp words nor agitate an
explosive situation with displays of hos-
tility. Horace, the Roman poet, picked
up on the Pythagorean idea in his
Satires:

To your folly add bloodshed, and stir
the fire with the sword.
(I1. 3.276)

4. don’t take any wooden nickels This
Americanism is used as a jocular bit of
advice to someone about to depart. A
wooden nickel is a wooden disc or souve-
nir which costs a nickel but has no legal
value. The exhortation may have origi-
nated as a reminder not to be duped into
buying such a worthless thing. Popular
in the early 1900s, don’t take any wood-
en nickels is less frequently heard today.

In the mean wile [sic]—until we meet
again—don’t take no wood nickels
and don’t get impatient and be a good
girlie and save up your loving for me.
(Ring W. Lardner, The Real Dope,
1919)

5. first catch your hare First things
first; don’t overlook the basics; catch the
bear before you sell the skin. This ex-
pression, said as if giving advice to one
attempting a recipe to cook a hare, is
usually attributed to Hannah Glass, au-
thor of The Art of Cookery Made Plain
and Easy (1747). However, Brewer’s
Dictionary of Phrase and Fable suggests
that the phrase is much older, and cites a

passage from Bracton in De Legibus et
Consuetudinibus (1300):

It is a common saying that it is best
first to catch the stag, and afterwards,
when he has been caught, to skin him.

The OED contends the opposite, that
the phrase must be of much more recent
origin. At any event, the phrase is still
heard today, usually in a jocular sense.

“A soldier, Prince, must needs obey
his orders: mine are . . . to seize
wherever I should light upon him —”
“First catch your hare! . . .7
exclaimed his Royal Highness.
(William Thackeray, The Rose and
the Ring, 1855)

6. go to Goosebridge Control a wife;
tame a shrew. Giovanni Boccaccio in
The Decameron (1348) gives the follow-
ing account. A young man, unable to
control his shrewish wife, went to King
Solomon with his problem. Solomon
would only answer, “Go to Goose-
bridge.” Puzzled by the king’s answer,
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the young man started home, On the
way he encountered a man trying to
force his mule to cross a bridge. When
the mule resisted, the man beat him un-
til the beast complied. Asking the name
of the bridge, the young man was told
Goosebridge. The young man arrived
home, seized upon his wife’s first act of
shrewish behavior, and beat her thor-
oughly so that she promised never to
play the shrew again. The term is sel-
dom heard today.

7. illegitimis non carborundum  This
pseudo-Latin expression is usually trans-
lated as ‘don’t let the bastards grind you
down.’ It was coined during World War
IT by the British; a useful reminder to
the British during the dark days of the
German heavy bombardment. The
phrase is heard today only in a jocular
vein. Martin Woodhouse in Rock Baby
(1968) alludes to the phrase.

Nil carborundum all right, I thought.
Don’t let the bastards grind you
down, like it says in the book, but
how was I to set about it?

8. keep your breath to cool your por-
ridge This Briticism is an oblique admo-
nition to “mind your own business” or
“practise what you preach.”

9. kitchen cabinet A group of unoffi-
cial, personal advisers to an elected offi-
cial. The original kitchen cabinet con-
sisted of three friends of President An-
drew Jackson who met with him fre-
quently for private political discussions.
They reportedly entered by the back
door (perhaps through the kitchen) so as
to avoid observation and were believed
to have had more influence than Jack-
son’s official Cabinet. Use of the expres-
sion dates from at least 1832.

One of the most important members
of Gov. Stevenson’s kitchen cabinet
will be the new head of the State
Department of Labor. (The Chicago
Daily News, December, 1948)

10. reck [one’s] own rede To follow
one’s own advice; to “practice what you

preach.” Reck ‘heed, regard’ appears
only in negative constructions. Rede “ad-
vice, counsel’ is now archaic and limited
to poetical or dialectal use. This expres-
sion is found in Shakespeare’s Hamlet.

Do not, as some ungracious pastors
do,
Show me the steep and thorny way to
heaven,
Whilst, like a puffed and reckless
libertine,
Himself the primrose path of dalliance
treads,
And recks not his own rede.
(L, iii)
Today reck one’s own rede is met only in
literary contexts.

11. say cheese Smile!; don’t look so un-
happy; said to one whose picture is
about to be taken. This phrase is fre-
quently uttered by a portrait photogra-
pher who wishes his subject to appear as
if smiling. When one says “cheese,” the
lips spread as in a smile. An older but
still popular phrase among portrait pho-
tographers is watch the birdie, used to
direct the subject’s gaze toward the cam-
era.

12. sticks and stones This exclamation is
inserted into a conversation to admonish
someone for being overly sensitive about
some criticism that has been said of him.
The expression is derived from an old
rhyme that dates back to the Middle
Ages.

Sticks and stones may break my
bones,
But words will never hurt me.

13. tell the truth and shame the devil
This proverbial expression implies that if
one but speak truly, one will not have to
fear evil consequences. The Oxford Dic-
tionary of English Proverbs records the
first written use of this term as appear-
ing in William Patten’s The Expedition
into Scotland of Prince Edward (1548).
The obvious intent of the phrase be-
comes apparent in Shakespeare’'s Henry
1V, Part I, when Hotspur, involved in a
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heated discussion with Glendower, ad-
vises him:

And I can teach thee, coz, to shame
the devil

by telling truth. “Tell truth and
shame the devil.”

If thou have power to raise him, bring
him hither,

And I'll be sworn I have power to
shame him hence.

O, while you live, tell truth and
shame the devil.

(ITL,1)

14. tune the old cow died of Advice in-
stead of aid, words in lieu of alms. This
expression alludes to the following old

ballad:

There was an old man, and he had an
old cow,

But he had no fodder to give her,

So he took up his fiddle and played
her the tune;

“Consider, good cow, consider,

This isn’t the time for the grass to
grow,

Consider, good cow, consider.”

Needless to say, the old cow died of hun-
ger. Occasionally tune the old cow died
of is used to describe unmelodious or
poorly played music.

The tune the old cow died of
throughout, grunts and groans of

instruments. (Countess Harriet
Granville, Letters, 1836)

12. AFFECTATION
See also 256. OSTENTATIOUS-
NESS; 286. PRETENSE

1. camp or campy Flagrantly and
flauntingly effeminate or homosexual;
affected, artificial; theatrical, exaggerat-
ed, ostentatious. Although the exact ori-
gin of this slang term is obscure, the sec-
ond and third senses seem to be out-
growths of the first. Campy did not
come into use until 1959, although the
adjective camp dates from 1909. The
verb camp, in use since 1931, means ‘to
flaunt one’s homosexuality; to ham it

up; to overact or exaggerate’; often
camp up or camp it up.

Boys and men with painted faces and
dyed hair flaunt themselves camping
and whooping for hours each night.
(New Broadway Brevities (N.Y.),
1931)

The noun camp refers to an “ironic or
amusing quality present in an extrava-
gant gesture, style, or form, especially
when inappropriate or out of proportion
to the content that is expressed” (Ran-
dom House Dict.). When such a rela-
tionship is consciously used it is known
as high camp, whereas when it is unwit-
tingly or inadequately used it is called
low camp.

High Camp is the whole emotional
basis of the Ballet . . . and of course
of Baroque art. (Christopher
Isherwood, World in Evening, 1954)

2. Grecian bend A stoop affected by
some English women while walking, es-
pecially during the period, 1868-1890.
This term was adopted to describe the
strange fashion, which became popular
among English women of means during
the late 1800s. The upper torso was
thrust forward, the buttocks thrust back-
ward, and this outlandish posture was
accentuated by the wearing of a bustle.
An old Irish music hall song has:

She was just the sort of creature, boys,
That nature did intend

To walk throughout the world, me
boys, Without the Grecian bend.

Allegedly the practice of walking with a
Grecian bend resulted from another ec-
centric fashion, the Alexandra limp. In
1860, the Princess of Wales, who be-
came Queen Alexandra in 1901 when
her husband, King Edward VII, suc-
ceeded to the throne, incurred a minor
injury to her leg which caused her to
walk with a slight limp. Many women of
the court adopted this slight limp in
fawning imitation, and the Alexandra
limp soon was observed throughout the
upper echelons of London’s society.
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3. kangaroo droop An attitude in which
the elbows are bent and the forearms
held horizontally, close to the stomach,
with the hands allowed to hang loosely
before one. It is a position sometimes as-
sumed by young women who do not
seem to know what to do with their
hands and is usually associated, for some
reason, with debutantes and others who
affect sophisticated insouciance.

4. kewpie doll A woman who affects
infantile behavior and mannerisms. This
expression is derived from the cherubic
doll designed by R. C. O'Neill, and
named after the mythological god Cu-
pid. The phrase is usually applied dis-
paragingly to women who act overly
cute and coquettish, assume baby talk,
and dress younger than their years.

She’d be like some kewpie doll, all
sheen and varnish and eyes that really
roll. (N. Cohn, AWopBopaLooBop,
1969)

5. la-di-da  Exhibiting affectations in
appearance, mannerisms, speech, style,
or status; pretentious; foppish. This ex-
pression is an onomatopoeic and derisive
imitation of the speech patterns of those
with affected gentility. A variation is

lardydardy.

I may tell you we are all homely girls.
We don’t want any la-di-da members.
(The Westminster Gazette, January
31, 1895)

La-di-da is sometimes used as a noun re-
ferring to a person who fits the above
definition, or as an interjection, particu-
larly when one intends derision or ridi-
cule of those who put on the airs of high
society. The latter usage received re-
newed popularity as a result of its re-
peated use in Woody Allen’s movie, “An-
nie Hall” (1977).

6. little tin gods Pompous colonial gov-
ernment officials. Rudyard Kipling, in
his poem, “Public Waste,” satirized the
British colonial government officials in
India by the use of this term. The refer-
ence is to the cheapness and flashiness of
tin, especially when compared to more

expensive metals. In the poem Kipling
registers his disgust with the little tin
gods passing over a well-qualified ser-
geant from Exeter because a colonel
from Chatham wished the position.

Wherefore the Little Tin Gods
married their little tin souls,

Seeing he came not from Chatham,
jingled no spurs at his heels,

Knowing that nevertheless, was the
first on the government rolls

For the billet of Railway Instructor to
Little Tin Gods on Wheels.

In today’s usage the term signifies any
authority who demonstrates overbearing
self-importance.

7. macaroni See 360. STYLISHNESS.

8. make dainty To be scrupulous, over-
ly sensitive, or unnecessarily wary; to
have great respect or awe for something
and exercise restraint in all matters relat-
ing to it. Although no longer current,
this expression was popular in the 16th
century and appears in Shakespeare’s
Romeo and Juliet:

Ah ha, my mistresses! which of you all

Will now deny to dance? She that
makes dainty,

She, I'll swear, hath corns.

(Iv)

As in the above citation, make dainty of-
ten connotes pretense and affectation.

9. niminy-piminy  Affected, mincing,
namby-pamby; artificially nice or re-
fined; effeminate; childishly cute. This
once popular British colloquialism, com-
bining two rhyming nonsense words,
was first used in The Heiress in an at-
tempt to teach one of the characters,
Miss Alscrip, to speak in a refined man-
ner:

The way to acquire the correct
Paphian mimp is to stand before the
glass and pronounce repeatedly
“niminy piminy.” The lips cannot fail
to take the right ply. (John Burgoyne,
The Heiress, 1786)
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10. prima donna A temperamental,
conceited woman; any vain person; the
leading woman singer in an opera; a
high-class prostitute. This term, the Ital-
ian for ‘first lady,” was adopted into
English during the late 1700s as a desig-
nation for the female lead in an opera.

Margaret Halstead of Cincinnati . . .
made her debut in opera last month as
a prima donna at the Cologne Opera
House. (The New York Times,
November 20, 1932)

Because the leading female singer often
demonstrated a tempestuous ego, the
term soon came to symbolize any de-
manding, spoiled woman. About the
mid 1800s the term was extended to in-
clude those pampered, high-priced pros-
titutes who lived in the same grandeur as
the wealthy.

“Prima Donnas” or those [seclusive
prostitutes] who belong to the “first
class”, and live in a superior style.
(Henry Mayhew, London Labour and
the London Poor, 1851)

11. prunes and prisms Affectedly prop-
er speech or behavior, mincing manner-
isms. This expression, once used to ridi-
cule a saccharine manner of speaking or
writing, derives from Charles Dickens’
Little Dorrit (1855), in which Amy
Dorrit is urged to develop a more refined
manner of speech:

Father is rather vulgar, my dear. . . .
Papa . . . gives a pretty form to the
lips. Papa, potatoes, poultry, prunes,
and prism, are all very good words for
the lips; especially prunes and prism.

12. put on the dog To affect sophistica-
tion and urbanity; to adopt pretentious
mannerisms. This expression, of dubious
American origin, has seen an upsurge in
usage during the 20th century.

An editor’s unexampled opportunities
for putting on the dog and throwing
his weight about. (P. G. Wodehouse,
Eggs, Beans, and Crumpets, 1940)

13. Willie-boy A foppish fellow; a dan-
dified young man; a dude. This slang ex-
pression, often heard as a substitute term
for an effeminate fellow or a homosexu-
al, is probably derived from the mascu-
line name William. Willie, the diminu-
tive of William, when combined with
boy, creates an image of one quite re-
moved from manhood. He’s one of these
here Willy-boy actors. (Sinclair Lewis,
Our Mr. Wrenn, 1914)

13. AFFIRMATION

1. all tickety-boo Everything is okay;
all is as it should be; everything is
hunky-dory. This British slang expres-
sion, dating from the late 19th century,
along with the occasionally heard vari-
ant tiggerty-boo, probably derives from
ticket in that’s the ticket, a phrase im-
plying the suitable, proper, or correct
thing. Webster’s Third cites A. ].
Liebling’s use:

Everything is going to be tickety-boo

eventually.

2. Bob’s your uncle A British informal
expression like there you are, there you
have it, often used at the end of a list of
instructions; a phrase used in place of
something unstated but obvious.

Three curves and a twiddle, label it
“object,” and bob’s your uncle. (N.
Blake, Head of Traveller, 1949)

One conjecture says the phrase derives
from Robert Peel’s campaign slogan for
a seat in Parliament: “Vote for Bob—
Bob’s your uncle.” Robert Peel founded
the Metropolitan Police Force in 1829,
hence the label bobby for a police offi-
cer. Supposedly, Bob alluded to his
stance on law and order and uncle im-
plied benevolence. This theory is unlike-
ly, however, considering that the earliest
citation in the OED is from 1937, almost
a century after the slogan would have
been spoken.

3. cross [one’s] heart To affirm one’s
oath; to prove one isn’t telling a false-
hood. This expression is restricted almost
entirely to childhood use. The most seri-
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ous affirmation of truthfulness, whole-
hearted commitment, and declaration of
bravery that a child can offer is cross my
heart and hope to die. Either oath is usu-
ally delivered with the appropriate ges-
ture of drawing a cross over the vicinity
of the heart. A related term, which is
now obsolete, implied much the same
resoluteness: crook one’s elbow and nev-
er get it straight.

4. O.K. All right, fine, correct, satis-
factory; also, okay, okey-dokey. The or-
igin of this saying has been the subject of
much controversy among etymologists.
One explanation traces it to a group of
witty Bostonian writers who reveled in
abbreviating ludicrously misspelled
words. Their only abbreviation of any
lasting consequence was O.K., which
stood for oll korrect ‘all correct.” The ac-
cepted etymology today is the following:
A group of Democrats, in support of
Martin Van Buren’s 1840 presidential
bid, founded an organization entitled
the Democratic O.K. Club, in which
0O.K. stood for Old Kinderhook,
Kinderhook being the New York birth-
place of Van Buren. O.K. soon became
Van Buren’s campaign slogan. By late
1840, O.K. was firmly established in
American English and appeared in songs
and literature of the day.

I'm O.K.—off for the calaboose, and
so is you. (New Orleans Picayune,
January, 1841)

The expression has also developed the re-
lated meaning of a stamp of approval.

The High Official added his O.K. to
the others. (S. E. White, Rules of the
Game, 1909)

Even though its usage has now spread to
other English-speaking nations, O.K. is
perhaps the most typical American collo-
quialism.

5. rubber stamp To approve as a mat-
ter of course; to authorize without the
proper examination or review. This
phrase is derived from the rubber stamps
used in lieu of a signature on documents,
letters, etc. The expression is often ap-

plied adjectivally to describe persons or
groups without a will or mind of their
own, whose decisions and judgments are
totally determined by others.

He has been more of a rubber stamp
voter than most so-called “machine”
officeholders. (Chicago Sun Times,
April, 1948)

6. scout’s honor A pledge of honesty or
truth; a solemn declaration stated to re-
inforce a promise or an agreement; hon-
or bright; honest Injun. This expression
has been in use, often jocularly, since
shortly after the founding of the Boy
Scouts in the early 1900s. When uttered
by a Boy Scout, the statement is taken to
be a sincere pledge of honesty; however,
among the general adult population, the
term is used more frequently in lighter
situations to express a humorous affirma-
tion of a promise. The British equivalent
expression is honor bright.

7. take [one’s] davy on it To take one’s
oath; to state on faith. This expression is
based upon a vulgar shortening of the
word affidavit, a solemn or formal dec-
laration given under oath. The phrase
has been in use since the mid 1700s.

They take their solemn oath and davy
that they didn’t do it. (Mortimer
Collins, Marquis and Merchant, 1871)

8. ten-four Message received and un-
derstood; affirmative; roger; O.K. The
ten code, used originally by the police
and other land mobile units to pass mes-
sages quickly and efficiently, especially
in an emergency, came into being in the
1950s. Picked up by CB (citizens’ band)
radio operators, the code became a part
of their lingo shortly thereafter. The ten
code, devised to minimize air time, has
suffixes to deal with almost every trans-
mitting and receiving situation from ten
one, ‘receiving poorly,’” to ten ninety-
nine, ‘mission completed, all units se-
cure.’

“Ten-four, old buddy, see you on the
flip,” they yell as their trucks pass in a
roar of spray and fumes. (Simon
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Winchester, The Manchester
Guardian Weekly, May 30, 1976)

9. that’s the ticket That’s the proper or
correct thing; that’s the right procedure
or attitude, that fills the bill. This ex-
pression, dating from the early 1800s,
probably derives from the 19th century
practice among charities of offering to
the needy tickets exchangeable for neces-
sities such as food or clothing.

This [idealizing of portraits] is all
wrong. Truth is the ticket. (Edward
FitzGerald, Letters and Literary
Remains, 1847)

10. three bags full Emphatic affirma-
tion; absolute agreement; as completely
as possible; totally. This expression is
taken from the old nursery rhyme that
begins: Baa, baa, black sheep, have you
any wool? It is a humorous method of
indicating total accord on the speaker’s
part, as in:

Q. “Do you think we should buy into
that stock deal?”
A. “Three bags full!”

The term has been in figurative use since
at least 1890.

11. thumbs up Approval, approbation,
affirmation. This expression stems from
the days when gladiators fought in the
Roman Colosseum and other large am-
phitheaters for the entertainment of the
spectators. When one of the combatants
was clearly vanquished, the victor
would look to the crowd before making
his next meve—thumbs up (thumb close
to or inside a closed fist) indicated that
the throng approved of the effort ex-
pended by the loser, and his life was
spared. Thumbs down (thumb extended
downward from a closed fist) signified
disapproval, and gave the winner the li-
cense to slay his opponent. Eventually,
thumbs up was demonstrated by making
a fist, extending the thumb, and point-
ing it upward. This gesture assumed a
cultish popularity in the 1950s as evi-
denced by its frequent use in the ABC
television series Happy Days, a situation

comedy that started in 1974. See also
thumbs down, 308. REFUSAL.

14. AFFLUENCE
See also 240. MONEY;
291. PROSPEROUSNESS

1. beggar on horseback An upstart,
nouveau riche, or parvenu; one who
goes from rags to riches overnight. Vari-
ous expressions incorporating this phrase
have been cited as its source. The earliest
is attributed to Robert Greene, a con-
temporary of Shakespeare’s. In Richard
Burton’s Anatomy of Melancholy (1621)
appears the line

Set a beggar on horseback and he will
ride a gallop.

Cited in Bartlett is Bohn: Foreign Prov-
erbs (German):

Set a beggar on horseback and he’ll
outride the Devil.

And, finally, there is the folk proverb,
“If wishes were horses, beggars would
ride.” All seemed to have influenced the
meanings of this expression.

2. [la] dolce vita An easy, fun-filled
way of life; a life of self-indulgent luxu-
ry; a decadent way of life. This loan-
word, from the Italian, translates literal-
ly as ‘sweet life.” Adopted from the Fede-
rico Fellini film of the 1950s, La Dolce
Vita, the term originally connoted a so-
phisticated, leisurely life characterized
by wealth amid a glamorous interna-
tional social set. Today, the expression
has assumed a more ordinary connota-
tion, that dolce vita is available to all, as
demonstrated by this Ford Motor Com-
pany advertisement.

Join the Mustangers. Enjoy a lot of
dolce vita at a low, low price.
(Readers Digest, September 1965)

Frequently, the Italian article is also
used with the term; so, la dolce vita.

3. eat high off the hog To be in a pros-
percus, luxurious situation, able to eat
the best food and to indulge one’s extrav-
agant tastes; to live a life of material
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comfort. This U.S. expression is said to
derive from the fact that choice cuts of
meat come from high up on a hog’s side.
Eat or live high off the hog dates from
the early 1900s.

I have to do my shopping in the black
market because we can’t eat as high
off the hog as Roosevelt and Ickes and
Joe Davis and all those millionaire
friends of the common man. (Call-
Bulletin, May 27, 1946)

4. fat cat See 269. PERSONAGES.

5. full-bagged Rich, wealthy, affluent.
The allusion is to the full moneybags of a

rich man. The term, now obsolete, ap-
peared in John Taylor’s Works (1630):

No full bag’'d man would ever durst
have entered.

6. jet set A social set of affluent people
who travel abroad by jet in pursuit of
pleasure; the fast-paced smart set. This
expression first appeared in the 1950s to
describe those wealthy sophisticates who
flew their own jet planes to vacation
spots about the world. The implication
behind the term is that not only do they
move fast, but also live fast.

The jet-set in New York are men and
women in a hurry, who seek to get as
much fun out of their nights as they
can pay for or get somebody else to
pay for. They seek so much and attain
so little, they are usually bored. (San
Francisco Call Bulletin, November
30, 1955)

7. Midas touch See 3. ABILITY.

8. moneybags A rich person; a nabob.
This popular expression of obvious origin
is used throughout the English-speaking
world.

Though squarsons and squires,
landlords and moneybags leagued
together against me, I was returned
by a majority of 34. (Joseph Arch,
Story of His Life, 1898)

9. money to burn Excessive wealth;
money to spare; more than sufficient fi-
nancial assets. This expression implies a

large fortune which, if partially de-
stroyed, would still be extraordinary.
The phrase is frequently heard in the
United States and Great Britain.

People in the States have “money to
burn.” (Sunday Express, May, 1928)

10. on Easy Street Living a life of fi-
nancial independence; enjoying a com-
fortable, prosperous life style. This ex-
pression first appeared in George V. Ho-
bart’s It’s Up to You (1902) which tells of
a young man “who could walk up and
down Easy Street.”

11. piss on ice To live luxuriously; to
live high off the hog; to be wealthy, suc-
cessful, or lucky. It was once the custom
in posh restaurants to place a cake of ice
in the urinals of men’s rooms. Thus, this
expression implies that the only men
who urinated on ice were those wealthy
enough to patronize these exclusive and
expensive dining establishments.

12. ride the gravy train To become
prosperous, to have much success or luck
in acquiring wealth; to partake of the
good life, to live high off the hog. Dat-
ing from the turn of the century, gravy
refers to money or profits easily and
sometimes illegally acquired. A gravy
train or boat is a situation or position
which offers the advantages necessary
for putting prosperity and fortune with-
in easy reach. To board or ride the gravy
train is to take advantage of such a situa-
tion, to go for a free ride. This U.S.
slang expression dates from the 1920s.

They is on the gravy train and don't
know it, but they is headed straight

for ’struction and perdition. (Botkin,
My Burden, 1945)

13. sugar daddy A wealthy man, usual-
ly middleaged or elderly, who spends
freely on a young woman, providing
material luxuries in exchange for com-
panionship and sex. Sugar is a slang
term for money. The expression was
popular in the middle of the 20th centu-
ry, especially in the jazz world. Candy
man is another label for a similar type of
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man. The material luxury he provides is
“candy,” a slang term for cocaine.

14. well-heeled Wealthy, affluent,
monied. Though it might appear that
this term evolved as the opposite of
down-at-the-heel, such is not the case.
Of American origin, well-heeled derives
from the sport of cockfighting, and was
first used in reference to the metal spurs
put on fighting cocks. It later came to
mean ‘armed, equipped, furnished’ with
any kind of weapon, usually a revolver.
This latter usage was common in the
19th century, toward the close of which
is found the term’s first application to
being ‘furnished with money.” This last
is the only meaning retained.

Though the million and a quarter left
by his grandfather has been spread
among a large family he is still well-
heeled enough. (The Daily Telegraph
[Color Supplement], January 1968)

Afterlife . . . See 262. PARADISE
15. AGE
See also 250. OBSOLESCENCE;
407. YOUTH

1. before [one] had nails on [one’s] toes
See 380. TIME.

2. brand-new Entirely or completely
new; unused; absolutely or perfectly
new; also bran-new. This term, in use
since 1570, is said to have come from the
Anglo-Saxon word brand ‘torch’ and for-
merly denoted metals or metal articles
fresh from the fire or furnace. A syn-

onym is fire-new, used by Shakespeare
in Richard 111:

Your fire-new stamp of Honor is
scarce current. (I,iii)

3. chair days Old age; the evening of
life. The reference is to that time in a
person’s life when he is old, and perhaps
feeble, and passes much of his time in
the ease and comfort of a chair. Shake-
speare made use of the phrase.

Wast thou ordain’d, dear father

To lose thy youth in peace, and to
achieve

The silvery livery of advised age,

And, in thy reverence and thy chair-
days, thus

To die in ruffian battle?

(Henry the Sixth, Part 2, V ii)

4., geezer An eccentric old person; an
unknown old man; a senior citizen. This
slang expression, usually used in a derog-
atory manner, is probably a corruption
of guiser, a masquerader or a mummer.
The OED lists the first written use as:

If we wake up the old geezers, we
shall get notice to quit without

compensation. (‘Corin,” Truth about
the Stage, 1885)

5. knee-high to a grasshopper See 272.
PHYSICAL STATURE.

6. last leaf Very old; the last of a gener-
ation; one who clings to life; one who
has lived past his time. This expression
appeared in its figurative sense in the Ol-
iver Wendell Holmes poem, The Last
Leaf (1831). In the poem Holmes writes
of Major Thomas Melville, a survivor of
the Boston Tea Party, as one who, like
the last leaf, finds himself still clinging
to the tree in the spring when the new
buds are bursting out all about him.

And if I should live to be
The last leaf upon the tree
In the spring,

Let them smile, as I do now,
At the old forsaken bough
Where I cling.

7. lay [one’s] nuts aside To lay aside
one’s frivolities; to give up boyish extrav-
agances; to become mature. The cere-
mony to which this expression alludes
was practiced in old Roman wedding
rites. As the bridegroom led his new wife
home, he strewed nuts through the
crowd to symbolize his newly found ma-
turity.

8. long in the tooth Old; showing signs
of old age. Although currently used of
people, this expression originally applied
exclusively to horses. It refers to the
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seemingly longer length of an older
horse’s teeth, due to gum recession.

To be honest 1 am getting quite long
in the tooth and this is a method of
bringing children into my Christmas.
(Sunday Express, December 24, 1972)

9. over the hill Past the time of greatest
efficiency or power, past the prime of
life, too old, aging; also, past the crisis,
over the hurdles. The expression’s latter
meanings may be derived from a travel-
er’s achievement of crossing a hill, after
which the going is easier. The phrase’s
more common meanings, however, al-
lude to a hill as being the high point, or
apex, of one’s effectiveness and authori-
ty, after which the only course is down-
hill. In contemporary usage, the phrase
most often describes a person of advanc-
ing age.

As they say about boxers who are
getting on in years, she is over the

hill. (I. Cross, God Boy, 1957)

Agitation .
See 294. PROVOCATION

16. AGREEMENT

1. Lamourette’s kiss A short-lived rec-
onciliation, particularly one that is
made insincerely; an ephemeral rap-
prochement; subterfuge; shrewd or cun-
ning deceit. The Lamourette in this ex-
pression was Abbé Lamourette, a
French politician who, on July 7, 1792,
convinced the many discordant factions
of the Legislative Assembly of France to
lay aside their differences and work to-
gether for the common good. After
much demonstration and protestation of
peace-making, the legislators soon
lapsed into their former hostilities, but
with even more animosity and rancor
than before. Since that time, the expres-
sion has been used figuratively, usually
in reference to transitory or disingenuous
political agreements.

2. make no bones about See 43. CANDID-
NESS.

3. on the side of the angels Allied with
good as opposed to evil; in agreement
with the views of the speaker. This ex-
pression can be traced directly to Benja-
min Disraeli. At the Oxford Diocesan
Conference in 1864, he replied to a ques-
tion about the controversy raging at that
time over evolution:

The question is this: Is man an ape or
an angel? I, my lord, am on the side
of the angels.

In modern use the term implies that the
person spoken of is in accord with the
speaker.

He might have given us a hint that he
was on the side of the angels.
(Elizabeth Daly, The House Without
the Door, 1942)

4. package deal An agreement or settle-
ment in which all of the conditions must
be either accepted or rejected; an all-or-
nothing arrangement or plan which in-
volves the acceptance of one or more
negative elements as a requisite to
achieving a generally favorable goal.
Originally, a package deal was a group
of goods which were wrapped in one
package and sold at a bargain price, one
lower than the combined cost of pur-
chasing each item separately. Although
this connotation is still retained, package
deal usually refers to a political or indus-
trial pact which contains several related
or unrelated provisions, all of which
must be accepted or rejected as a unit.
Package deal has also enjoyed some jocu-
lar use, often in reference to a person’s
spouse or family.

5. see eye to eye To be of the same
opinion with another; to agree in every
respect; to think alike. This ancient ex-
pression, obvious in its intent, dates back
to ancient times and may be found in the
King James version of the Bible.

Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice;
with the voice together shall they
sing: for they shall see eye to eye,

when the Lord shall bring again Zion.
(Isaiah, 52:8)
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The term is often heard in the negative
sense not see eye to eye usually to indi-
cate an amicable difference of opinion.

6. Smithfield bargain A roguish bar-
gain; a deal where the buyer is victim-
ized; a marriage in which money, not
love, is the main consideration. This ex-
pression, dating from the mid 17th cen-
tury, owes its meaning to associations
with Smithfield, which was described as
early as the 12th century as:

A plain field where every Friday there
is a celebrated rendezvous of fine
horses brought thither to be sold.

This expansive field lay outside the
northwest walls of the city of London,
and apparently many a shady bargain
was struck there. The word Smithfield
came to symbolize an attitude—making
money regardless of the sacrifice. Later,
by transference, the term came to signify
a marriage where money was the princi-
pal motive, and any father who prom-
ised his daughter’s hand for pecuniary
reasons was said to have made a Smith-
field match. Although the term is not
obsolete, it is seldom heard today.

Your daughter has married a
gentleman—is not this better than a
Smithfield bargain? (John Wilson,
The Cheats, 1662)

7. strike a bargain To conclude a bar-
gain or other deal; to settle or arrange
the terms of a transaction; to agree on a
compromise or other settlement. This ex-
pression alludes to the ancient Greek and
Roman custom of sealing a business con-
tract by striking (i.e., killing) an animal
and offering it as a sacrifice to their dei-
ties. Although this tradition is long since
gone, the expression persists.

As soon as the bargain is struck, the
property of the goods is transferred to
the vendee. (Sir William Blackstone,
Commentary on the Laws of
England, 1766)

With the demise of sacrificial offerings,
it became customary in many societies to
seal an agreement by shaking or striking

hands, thus the related and synonymous
strike hands.

8. strike the right chord To say or do
the right thing at the right time; to have
ideas or opinions that are in harmony
with another person’s. The chord in this
expression originally had nothing to do
with a musical chord, but rather was a
variant spelling of cord, the string of a
musical instrument, which comes from a
Middle English verb meaning ‘agree,’
from accord, a Middle English noun
meaning ‘agreement.’ But later, to strike
the right cord was taken as an allusion to
strike the right note, and to strike a sym-
pathetic chord developed, meaning to
strike a string of an instrument which is
so finely tuned that it will make any
string tuned to the same pitch vibrate
sympathetically, thus producing a har-
monious sound. In The Task: Winter
Walk at Noon (1784), William Cowper
alludes to all three expressions.

There is in souls a sympathy with
sounds;

And, as the mind is pitch’d, the ear is
pleased

With melting airs, or martial, brisk,
or grave:

Some chord in unison with what we
hear

Is touch’d within us, and the heart
replies.

Aid . . . See 26. ASSISTANCE

Alm . . See 152. FOCUS

Alcohol . . . See 109. DRUNKENNESS;
153. FOOD AND DRINK;
382. TIPPLING

17. ALERTNESS
See also 267. PERCEPTIVENESS;
344. SHREWDNESS

1. Argus-eyed Vigilant, watchful;
keen-eyed, alert. Argus was a mythical
100-eyed giant set by Juno to keep watch
over the heifer Io. Only two of his eyes
slept at a time. Mercury, however, was
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able to charm him to sleep, and slew
him, whereupon Juno set Argus’ many
eyes upon the peacock’s tail. Language
ignores his failure and preserves his vigi-
lance with Argus-eyed.

2. beat to the punch See 9. ADVANTAGE.

3. bright-eyed and bushy-tailed Alert
and ready for action; ready for any-
thing; wide-awake; prepared for any op-
portunity; vigilant; sharp; active. This
expression, dating from at least the
1930s, alludes to the seemingly attentive
behavior of squirrels, chipmunks, and
other animals that display wide eyes,
quick movements, and a high degree of
energy. The expression is usually used in
reference to those people who arise in
the morning wide-awake and ready for
the day’s action or to those who are at-
tentive, energetic, and prepared for any
situation.

4. keep an eye on the ball To be alert;
to be extremely attentive; on one’s toes.
This expression, dating from about 1900,
is probably attributable to the game of
baseball, and the necessity of the batter
or fielder to keep his eye on the baseball
as it moves toward him. However, the
expression is applicable to any sport that
requires hand-eye or foot-eye coordina-
tion. As with so many sporting terms,
this phrase has been adopted by the busi-
ness world as a warning that one should
be constantly alert.

5. keep an eye on the sparrow Watch
out for an unexpected source of trouble;
beware of the possibility of evil in life.
The allusion in this proverbial phrase is
to bird droppings, even from so tiny a
bird as the sparrow, that can mess one’s
appearance and deflate the ego.

6. keep [one’s] ear to the ground To be
alert to what's going on, to be abreast of
rumors and hearsay, to be aware of the
prevailing trends of public opinion. The
expression is said to derive from a prac-
tice of plainsmen in the Old West. They
reputedly believed that a neckerchief on
the ground would amgplify otherwise in-

audible sounds, such as the beating of
horses’ hooves. Consequently, they
would often put an ear to a neckerchief
so placed in order to discern another’s
approach. This expression and its vari-
ants hold or have one’s ear to the ground
date from the early part of this century,
and still enjoy widespread currency.

What'’s the gossip of the market,
Tom? You fellows certainly do keep

your ears to the ground. (Graham
Greene, The Quiet American, 1955)

7. keep [one’s] eyes peeled To be on the
qui vive; to be alert and watchful; to
keep a sharp lookout. Although this ver-
sion of the expression is currently popu-
lar, it appears to be a variant of keep
one’s eyes skinned, which appeared in
print presumably for the first time in
The Political Examiner in 1833. The
eyelid is the “skin” which must be
“peeled” to permit one to see.

I kept my eyes peeled, but I didn’t see
her in the afternoon crowd. (Munsey’s
Magazine XXIV, 1901)

8. keep tabs on To keep a check on
something or someone; to observe some-
one closely; to see how someone is get-
ting along. This American expression al-
ludes to having something at one’s fin-
gertips, as the tabs on the cards in a fil-
ing system. The phrase has been utilized
since the 1880s.

I . . . lay on the big lounge by an
open window where . . . I could
keep tabs on the little ones at their
sports. (H.L. Wilson, Somewhere in
Red Gap, 1916)

A variant is keep tab on.

9. keep [one’s] weather eye open To be
vigilant, watchful, or alert; to observe
closely. This expression’s nautical origin
refers to the diligent attentiveness of a
sailor assigned to weather observation
duty. The expression still carries its im-
plication of astute observation.

Job returned in a great state of
nervousness, and keeping his weather
eye fixed upon every woman who
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came near him. (Rider Haggard, She:
A History of Adventure, 1887)

10. no flies on [someone] Said of a per-
son who is alert, astute, shrewd, or ac-
tive, one not likely to be caught nap-
ping. The apparent allusion is to cattle
which constantly move their tails in an
attempt to discourage flying pests from
settling and inflicting painful bites.
Thus, the presence of flies implies stag-
nation or inactivity, while their absence
implies the opposite.

There are no flies on Benaud. . . . No
one will have to draw his attention to

it. (Observer, April 23, 1961)

The expression is also used in reference
to a business, project, or other matter
which is thriving, reputable, and above
reproach.

11. on the ball Alert, keen, quick,
sharp; intelligent, bright, perspicacious.
The now common truncated phrase and
its earlier, longer antecedents derive
from sport, though which sport it is dif-
ficult to determine. Keep your eye on
the ball probably came from a game
such as tennis or baseball, where timing
and concentration on the rapidly moving
object are crucial. Have something on
the ball is still used literally of pitchers
with extraordinary control over the
ball’s speed and direction. Being “on the
ball” thus results from “having some-
thing on the ball” or “keeping one’s eyes
on the ball” and is equivalent to them. A
person on the ball is on top of things, in
control, ready for all emergencies and
contingencies. The phrase connotes the
coordinated, nearly simultaneous antici-
pation and action of the accomplished
athlete.

12. on the qui vive On the lookout, on
the alert; watchful, aware, awake. “Qui
vive?” was the French equivalent to the
English “Who goes there?”: a sentinel’s
challenge to passersby to identify them-
selves as friend or foe. “Qui vive?” called
for a response of allegiance such as “Vive
le r0i” ‘long live the king’ or “Vive la
France” ‘long live France.” Use of the ex-

pression on the qui vive dates from at
least 1726.

“What now?” cried Burtis, all on the
qui vive. (Edward P. Roe in Harper’s
Magazine, December, 1883)

13. on [one’s] toes Alert, on the ball,
ready to take advantage of an opportu-
nity. A runner who starts a race “on his
toes” has a decided edge over one who
starts from a flatfooted position. Thus
the phrase’s figurative sense of prepared-
ness and alertness. Webster’s Third cites
W. L. Gresham'’s use of the expression:

In working for real money you've got
to be on your toes.

14. quick on the draw Alert; quick-
thinking; vigilant. This expression origi-
nated in the Old West, where a gun-
fighter’s survival depended upon the ce-
lerity with which he handled his weap-
on. The phrase is commonly used today
to describe a keen-witted, sharp-minded
person.

15. roughandready See 399. VITALITY.

16. take the ball before the bound To
anticipate an opportunity, to be one step
ahead of the game; to be overhasty or
impetuous. Figurative use of this expres-
sion derives from a game such as cricket,
tennis, or football. Whether such a move
is advantageous or foolish depends on
the situation. In the following citation,
taking the ball before the bound has neg-

ative connotations.

It concerns you not to be over-hasty
herein, not to take the ball before the
bound. (James Howell, Epistolae Ho-
Elianae, 1645)

17. up to snuff See 55. COMPETENCE.

18. ALLOCATION

1. Benjamin’s mess A much larger por-
tion than the others; the lion’s share.
This expression is based on a Biblical sto-
ry, wherein mess is used to mean ‘food
supply.” When the ten sons of Jacob
went into Egypt seeking food during a
famine, they sought out Joseph, the vice-
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roy of Egypt. Joseph, who was also one
of Jacob’s sons but went unrecognized by
his brothers, forced them to bring Benja-
min, the youngest, on a second trip. Jo-
seph was so overjoyed at seeing his
youngest brother for the first time.

. . he took and sent messes unto
them from before him: but Benjamin’s
mess was five times so much as any of
their’s. And they drank and were
merry with him. (Genesis 43:34)

2. earmarked Set aside for a particular
purpose; allocated for use in specified
ways; marked so as to be recognized.
This expression, dating from the 1500s,
alludes to the practice of marking the
ears of cattle and sheep to show owner-
ship. An even older example of “ear-
marking” comes from Exodus 21:6:

. . his master shall bore his ear
through with an awl; and he shall
serve him for ever.

Figuratively, earmarked is often used in
regard to monetary allocations although
it is heard in other contexts as well.

I need only earmark sufficient time in
the summer for certain people whose
hospitality I've accepted. (S. McKen-
na, Happy Ending, 1929)

3. lion’s share The largest portion; a
disproportionately large share; all or
most. This expression is derived from Ae-
sop’s fable in which three animals joined
forces with a lion for a hunt. When di-
viding their quarry, the lion claimed
three fourths as his: one fourth as his just
share, one fourth because of his great
courage, and one fourth for his lioness
and cubs. The lion offered the remaining
fourth to any of the fellow-hunters who
was able to defeat him in a fight. The in-
timidated animals declined the chal-
lenge, however, and left empty-handed.

The art of finding a rich friend to
make a tour with you in autumn, and
of leaving him to bear the lion’s share

of the expenses. (Punch, June 22,
1872)

4. piece of the action See 217. INVOLVE-
MENT.

5. piece of the pie A share in the prof-
its; a portion of whatever is being div-
vied up and parceled out—usually mon-
ey, but also applicable to intangibles
such as attention, affection, time, etc.
This expression probably has its origin in
the graphic representation of budget al-
lotments in circular, pie-shaped form,
with various sized wedges or pieces indi-
cating the relative size of allocations to
different agencies, departments, etc.
Webster’s Third cites A. H. Rashkin us-
ing a related form:

Industry is getting its share of the
prosperity pie.

6. split a melon To distribute profits to
those who are entitled to receive them;
to distribute shares to those who have
participated in a speculative venture.
This American phrase, born about 1900
on the New York Stock Exchange, was
originally Wall Street jargon for the dis-
tribution of dividends to stockholders. A
melon has long been representative of an
item to be joyously shared. An old Mus-
lim proverb says that the sharing and
eating of a melon produces a thousand
good works.

This year, a record number of your
friends and neighbors will split a
record ‘melon’ in our 1948 savings
clubs. (Aurora [Illinois] Beacon News,
November 7, 1948)

A common variant is cut a melon.

Allurement .
See 118. ENTICEMENT

19. AMALGAMATION
See also 239. MIXTURE

1. curate’s egg Any amalgam of good
and bad features: any combination of as-
sets and liabilities, strengths and weak-
nesses, pros and cons, etc. This British
term dates from an 1895 Punch cartoon
in which a deferential, diplomatic cu-
rate, unwilling to acknowledge before
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his bishop that he had been served a bad
egg, insisted that “Parts of it are excel-
lent!” The expression curate’s egg came
into vogue almost immediately, and still
enjoys considerable popularity.

All the same it is a curate’s egg of a
book. While the whole may be
somewhat stale and addled, it would
be unfair not to acknowledge the
merits of some of its parts. (Oxford
Magazine, November 22, 1962)

2. melting pot A place where the assim-
ilation of racial groups and ethnic cul-
tures occurs; the amalgamation of quali-
ties or concepts, resulting in an im-
proved or unprecedented end-product.
This expression alludes to a large caul-
dron where dissimilar ingredients are
blended to form a distinctive mixture. In
the United States, the phrase often refers
to the ongoing assimilation of vastly dif-
ferent immigrants into the mainstream
of American society. Nonetheless, melt-
ing pot often carries its meaning of a
medley of heterogeneous elements com-
bined into a single work or idea; this
concept is illustrated in the American

Guide Series: Connecticut, as cited by
Webster’s Third:

The architectural melting pot is seen
in the tall Romanesque columns, the
Gothic hammervault roofing. . . .

3. portmanteau word See 225. LAN-

GUAGE.

Amazement . . . See 368. SURPRISE

Ambiguity . . .
See 126. EVASIVENESS

Amorousness . . . See 229. LOVE;

230. LUST

20. ANECDOTE

1. chestnut An old, stale joke; a trite,
oft-repeated tale or story. Although the
exact origin of this term is unknown, one
plausible explanation is that it comes
from an old melodrama, The Broken

Sword, by William Dillon. In the play,
Captain Zavier is retelling, for the ump-
teenth time, a story having to do with a
cork tree. His listener Pablo breaks in
suddenly, correcting cork tree to chest-
nut tree, saying “I should know as well
as you having heard you tell the tale
these twenty-seven times.” The popular-
ization of the term is attributed to the
comedian William Warren, who had
played the role of Pablo many times,
and who is said to have repeated Pablo’s
line about the chestnut in response to an
unoriginal story told at a dinner party.

The expression has been in use since
1883.

2. cock and bull story See 246. NON-
SENSE.

3. fish story See 128. EXAGGERATION.

4. Joe Miller A stale joke; a chestnut. In
1739 a man by the name of John Mottley
put together a book of jests and called it
Joe Miller’s Jest Book, after the name of
an illiterate comedian who lived
1684-1738. Current use of this name to
describe an overused joke or saying im-
plies that Mottley’s compilation was not
very funny, and perhaps included jokes
which were old even at that time.

Many of the anecdotes are mere Joe
Millers. (Reminiscences of Scottish
Life and Character, 1870)

5. megillah A long, detailed explana-
tion or account; a lengthy, often exag-
gerated story; frequently in the phrase
the whole megillah. Megillah is Hebrew
for ‘roll, scroll’ and commonly refers to
any or all of a certain five books of the
Old Testament to be read on specified
feast days. The extraordinary length and
tediousness of these readings gave rise to
the slang sense of the term as it is popu-
larly used outside of Judaism today.

Feeding all the megillah to the papers
about his family of Irish Polacks who

came over with the Pilgrim Fathers.
(Punch, May, 1968)
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6. old wives’ tale See 367. SUPERSTITION.

7. shaggy dog story An involved, often
seemingly interminable story that de-
rives its humor from its unexpected, ab-
surd, or punning ending; any joke or sto-
ry involving a talking animal, especially
a dog. This expression describes the wry-
ly humorous stories which feature a
shaggy dog as the main character or as
the speaker of a surprise punch line.
Though most popular in the 1940s, shag-
gy dog stories are still recounted in cer-
tain contemporary circles.

8. song and dance See 128. EXAGGERA-
TION.

21. ANGER
See also 158. FURY; 182. ILL
TEMPER; 223. IRRITATION;
394. VEXATION

1. bent out of shape Vexed, irritated,
annoyed. This phrase, of recent vintage,
has yet to find its way into our lexicons.
The implicit analogy between an object’s
physical shape and an individual’s men-
tal state suggests that the latter condition
has a specific cause, a temporary nature,
and contrasts with one’s ““usual self.”

2. cross as two sticks Angry, vexed, out
of humor; irritated; in high dudgeon.
This British pun alludes to the image of
crossed sticks in the shape of an “X.” The
image of two sticks “passing or lying
athwart each other” (OED) gives rise to
associations of contrariness, opposition,
and adversity.

He has been as cross as two sticks at
not having been asked to dinner at
Court. (R. M. Milnes Houghton in
Life, Letters, and Friendships, 1855)

3. fit to be tied Incensed, enraged, liv-
id, irate, very angry. This expression
probably comes from the hospital prac-
tice of restraining patients who pose a
danger to themselves or others. In its
contemporary hyperbolic usage, fit to be
tied refers to anyone (not just a patient)
who is extremely angry or who is acting

irrationally, implying that if this person
were in a hospital, he would be tied
down for his own protection as well as
for the protection of others.

It threw the place into a tizzy. . . .
The boss is fit to be tied. When he
gets hold of you. . . . (C. Simak,
Strangers in the Universe, 1956)

4. hot under the collar Angry, mad, in-
furiated; hot and bothered, distraught,
upset, agitated. The allusion is to the red
or “hot” color of an enraged person’s
neck and face due to the rush of blood to
those areas.

After years of this sort of puling
imbecility one gets hot under the
collar and is perhaps carried to an
extreme. (Ezra Pound, Letters, 1918)

The expression dates from at least 1895.

5. in a snit In a tiff, peeved; agitated,
in a fuss or stew, all worked-up. Web-
ster’s Third cites the following usage
from Information Please Almanac:

Wall Street brokers were in a snit
because nobody bought stocks.

In an obsolete, literal sense snit was ‘the
glowing part of the wick of a candle
when blown out,” perhaps the source of
the figurative meaning of the word to-
day.

6. in a tiff In a fit of anger; in a huff;
with a slight outburst of temper. The or-
igin of this phrase is obscure, but it may
be imitative in nature, from the sound of
a puff of escaping steam. It has been in
common use since the early 18th centu-
ry.

Abrupt Captain Anthony being in
some tiff of hisown . . . (Thomas
Carlyle, Letters to Mrs. Carlyle,
1871)

7. little pot is soon hot A small person is
quickly provoked; a little person is easily
roused to anger. A small pot, which nat-
urally contains less water than a larger
one, comes to a boil more quickly. Little
in this expression apparently means both
small in size and small in mind. Shake-
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speare alludes to the proverb in The
Taming of the Shrew (1V,i):

Now, were not I a little pot and soon
hot, . . .

Use of the expression dates from at least
1546.

8. mad as a baited bull Extremely an-
gry; infuriated; in a rage; incensed; liv-
id. Thomas Fuller in his The Worthies of
England (1662) attributes the source of
this phrase to:

. . as mad as the baiting bull of
Stamford.

According to the account, one Earl War-
ren gave the town of Stamford a mead-
ow to use as a public park, with the pro-
viso that each year the townspeople pro-
vide a mad bull for baiting for six weeks
before Christmas. Baiting consists of re-
straining the beast in some way, by
chains, by ropes, or by confinement, and
then tormenting it with dogs. Related
terms are mad as a baited bear and mad
as a baited boar.

9. mad as a hatter See 218. IRRATIONALLI-
TY.

10. mad as a tup Out of humor; vexed;
distraught; hot and bothered. In Shrop-
shire Folk-Lore (1883), Charlotte Burne
maintains that the entire saying is mad
as a tup in a halter, which helps to ex-
plain the expression, for a tup is a ram
and rams were usually allowed to run
freely with the ewes. Therefore, to place
a ram in a halter would certainly be
cause for his becoming irritated.

In Derbyshire . . . there is no
commoner saying to express anger
shown by anyone than to say that he
or she was ‘as mad as a tup’. (Notes
and Queries, December 21, 1901)

11. mad as a wet hen Very angry, furi-
ous, enraged. Chicken farmers maintain
that this popular simile has no basis in
fact, since hens do not get particularly
excited when wet. These female fowl
are, however, known for their angry
clucking and pecking when provoked.

The chicken farmers of Quebec . . .
are mad as, well, a wet hen. (The
Wall Street Journal, July, 1971)

12. mad as hops Extremely angry; liv-
id, infuriated, incensed; enraged, furi-
ous. This expression is probably a twist
on hopping mad, implying that a person
has become so angry that he hops about
in a frenzied rage.

Such a grin! It made me mad as hops!
(Harper's Magazine, October, 1884)

13. mean as hungry Tyson Extremely
disagreeable; ignoble; beyond contempt.
The allusion in this Australian phrase,
dating from the late 1800s, is to a leg-
endary farmer named Tyson who, out of
his miserliness, cut back so severely on
his family’s food supplies that they were
constantly in a state of hunger that made
them extremely testy.

14. out of countenance Visibly
abashed, ashamed, confounded, or dis-
concerted; upset, annoyed, perturbed.
When a person is flustered or upset, the
feeling is usually registered on his face.
The phrase dates from the 16th century.

15. take it in snuff To become angry; to
take offense at; to demonstrate indigna-
tion. The OED proposes that the origi-
nal reference may have been to the irri-
tating smell from the odor proceeding
from a snuffed candle. Brewer’s pro-
pounds that the phrase derives from the
irritating quality of snuff powder, a to-
bacco derivative. However, a more like-
ly explanation is that it derives from the
act of sniffing as an expression of disdain
or contempt. In Retaliation (1774) Oli-
ver Goldsmith makes use of the term to
create a double entendre about Sir
Joshua Reynolds’ greatness:

When they talked of their Raphaels,

Correggios, and stuff,

He shifted his trumpet, and only took
snuff.

The expression has been in use since the
16th century.

<
S
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16. towering rage Extreme anger; such
an intense state of fury that violence is
conceivable. This expression apparently
has its roots in the medieval practice of
falconry. The word towering is used fig-
uratively for extreme height or intensi-
ty, adapted from the practice of falcons
or other birds of prey towering, i.e.,
soaring at their maximum height before
attacking. Combined with the word
rage, which means violently angry, a
towering rage indicates the possibility of
a murderous attack at any moment.

17. vent [one’s] spleen To let loose one’s
anger, malice, or ill-humor on another;
to release one’s emotions in a fit of tem-
per. The spleen, a flat, ductless, vascular
organ lying near the stomach, was once
regarded as the seat of various emotions:
melancholy, ill-temper, and spitefulness.
Therefore, to vent one’s spleen was to re-
lease all these horrible emotions in one
vehement tirade.

To vent their spleen on the first idle
coxcomb they can find. (Thomas
Peacock, Headlong Hall, 1816)

Annoyance . . . See 223. IRRITATION;
394. VEXATION

22. ANXIETY
See also 148. FEAR;
184. IMPATIENCE

1. butterflies A queasy feeling in the
stomach caused by anxiety, nervousness,
fear, or excitement; the jitters, the wil-
lies, the heebie-jeebies; usually in the
phrase have butterflies in one’s stomach.
The term, in use since 1908, provides an
apt description of the fluttering sensa-
tion felt in the pit of the stomach during
times of extreme anxiety or nervous ten-
sion.

2. cabin fever Restlessness; a feeling of
confinement; agitation or irritability
from periods of confinement in one’s
dwelling. Although the origin of this ex-
pression is uncertain, its use is common
in colder areas where winter can inhibit

or prevent free movement out of doors
for extended periods. Dr. Michael
Edelstein, a psychiatrist at the Universi-
ty of Maryland, attributes the malady to

. . a result of sensory deprivation
related to being cooped up. It can
happen after a week or more, but it
can also happen after one or two days
of isolation. . . . In extreme cases
people with cabin fever can become
quite psychotic. (The New York
Times, January 27, 1982)

3. cliff-hanger Any event or situation in
which the outcome is suspensefully un-
certain up until the very last moment.
The term was originally applied to a se-
rial film in which each episode ended
with the hero or heroine left in a peril-
ous plight, such as hanging from a cliff,
so that the viewers anxiously awaited the
next installment. The extended figura-
tive sense of the term, and the only one
commonly heard today, has been in use
since at least 1948.

4. daymare An occurrence similar to
nightmare experienced while one is
awake; a frightful daydream. Matthew
Green, an 18th-century British poet, is
usually credited with the coining of this
word in The Spleen (1737), a witty
poem in sprightly verse about the medi-
tative life.

If I am right, your question lay,

What course I take to drive away

The daymare Spleen, by whose false
pleas

Men prove mere suicides in ease.

Although the term is seldom heard to-
day, such famous writers as Samuel Tay-
lor Coleridge and James Russell Lowell
have admitted to suffering from day-
mares.

5. fussy as a hen with one chick Over-
protective, overanxious, overparticular
and fussy. A hen with one chick, as any
mother with only one child, tends to be
more possessive and protective than a
parent with many offspring. This ten-
dency usually manifests itself in finicky,
fretful behavior.
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6. get the wind up To be nervous; to be
distressed or anxious. This British expres-
sion is similar to the American slang
jumpy ‘tense, edgy.” An analogous Brit-
ish colloquialism, put the wind up, car-
ries a somewhat stronger sense of dread
or fright.

[ tell you you’ve absolutely put the
wind up Uncle Bob and Peter!
They’re scared to death of your
finding them up. (C. Alington,
Strained Relations, 1922)

7. heeby-jeebies A fit of nervousness;
fright; the willies; the jim-jams; a feel-
ing of uneasiness. This slang expression
was coined by the American cartoonist
Billy deBeck, the creator of the comic
strip Barney Google. It is apparently a
coined nonsense word. The word caught
on however, and in 1926, Louis Arm-
strong recorded a pop song entitled
Heeby-Jeebies, which contributed great-
ly to its popularity.

A terrible girl in the next gallery,
painted in the fearsome and
fashionable “punk and plaster”
manner, had given him what an

American present might have called
the “heeby-jeebies.” (Weekly
Dispatch, May 3, 1927)

Related terms are the willies and the
jim-jams.

8. high-strung Nervous, tense, edgy;
thin-skinned, sensitive, spirited. This ex-
pression, dating from the late 14th cen-
tury, literally means ‘strung to a high
tension or pitch.” The allusion is proba-
bly to stringed musical instruments: the
tighter the string, the higher the pitch.
Taut strings are also more brittle and
thus more likely to break.

Writers often tend to be highstrung
creatures. (M. Lowry, Letters, 1946)

9. in a stew In a state of worry or anxi-
ety; in a mess; in a fret; in a state of ex-
citement. This expression, likening anxi-
ety to a sort of simmering, has been in
use in English since at least the Middle
Ages.

What a stew a man would be in, in
England, if he had his grain lying
about out of doors in this way!
(William Cobbett, A Year’s Residence
in the United States of America,
1817-1818)

10. keyed up Excited, highstrung; ner-
vous, tense; intensified, stimulated;
psyched up (for), full of nervous energy
and anticipation. The verb key refers lit-
erally to tuning a musical instrument—
that is, raising or lowering the pitch.
Since the 17th century this term has
been applied figuratively to a person’s
thoughts and feelings that affect the
overall color or tone of his mood. Thus
key up is to heighten, intensify, or stimu-
late feelings.

Although he was emotionally keyed
up, Sherman yawned. (Carson
McCullers, Clock Without Hands,
1961)

11. like a cat in a strange garret Un-
easy, nervous; fearful, afraid. This ex-
pression is an allusion to the behavior of
a cat in strange surroundings. The
March 16, 1824 edition of the Wood-
stock [Vermont] Observer contains the
phrase:

“What was King Caucus like?” said
an old gentleman. “Why, like a cat in
a strange garret, frightened at every
step it took.”

12. like a cat on a hot tin roof Very un-
comfortable, uneasy, nervous. This self-
evident expression is a more current
variant of like a cat on hot bricks. The
latter dates from 1862 and has the addi-
tional meanings ‘swiftly, nimbly.” Cat
on a Hot Tin Roof was the title of a 1955
play by Tennessee Williams.

13. a lump in the throat A choked-up
or tight feeling in the throat at times of
deep emotion. A person usually gets a
lump in his throat when he is very
touched and on the verge of tears—ei-
ther from happiness or from sadness. A
literal lump in the throat would inhibit
speech and swallowing. The figurative
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expression has been in use since the latter
half of the 19th century.

A lump always comes into my throat
when I think of it. (Princess Alice,
Biographical Sketch and Letters,
1878)

The similar expression have the words
stick in one’s throat implies an inability
to express oneself due to intense emo-
tion.

14. on pins and needles Apprehensive,
anxious; in a state of nervous or uneasy
anticipation; on tenterhooks. Pins and
needles refers to the tingly, prickly sen-
sation felt in the arms and legs when
they are recovering from having been
numbed or “asleep.” Although a person
who is on pins and needles might not be
experiencing the attendant physical sen-
sations, the expression implies that he is.

He was plainly on pins and needles,
did not know whether to take or to
refuse a cigar. (Pall Mall Magazine,
August 1897)

15. on tenterhooks Taut with anxiety;
in a state of painful suspense of expecta-
tion; tense, uneasy, on edge. Tenter-
hooks are literally the hooks of a tenter,
i.e., the frame on which cloth is
stretched to shape it. The word was used
figuratively as early as the late 17th cen-
tury; The Winthrop Papers records a
1692 usage of “the tenterhooks of expec-
tation” by G. Saltonstall. In Roderick
Random (1748) Tobias Smollett writes:

I left him upon the tenterhooks of
impatient uncertainty.

Eventually such explanatory phrases be-
came elliptically understood, leaving us
with the now common on tenterhooks.

16. on the anxious bench In a state of
anxiety or apprehension; concerned
about one’s own future; uneasy; in sus-
pense. This expression, originating in the
early 1800s, is derived from the practice
at revival meetings, also known as anx-
ious meetings, of placing a bench, also
called an anxious seat, near the front to
accommodate those who were uneasy

about their spiritual destiny and might
wish to come forward to be “saved.”

Women pray and exhort in public,
persons under excitement are called
forward to the anxious benches to
make confession. (Henry Caswall,

America, and the American Church,
1839)

By extension, the term came to indicate
anybody in a state of anxiety.

The entire diplomatic corps at
Havana is on the anxious bench. (New
York Evening Post, November 23,
1906).

17. on the rack Under great pressure or
strain; in painful suspense or acute psy-
chological torment; on tenterhooks:;
tense, anxious, nervous. The rack, a for-
mer instrument of torture, consisted of a
frame with rollers at either end to which
the victim’s ankles and wrists were at-
tached in order to stretch his joints. The
expression on the rack was used figura-
tively for psychological suffering as early
as the 16th century.

. . Let me choose,
For as I am, I live upon the rack.
(Shakespeare, The Merchant of
Venice, 111,ii)

18. screaming meemies Excessive fret-
fulness or uneasiness; the jitters, the
heebie-jeebies; fear-induced delirium. In
World War II, American soldiers origi-
nated this phrase as a nickname for the
German rocket shells. The terrifying
noise and devastating effect of these
weapons caused anyone within earshot
to be petrified with fear. While the ex-
pression is still used today for dread and
horror, it is occasionally applied jocular-
ly to the extremes of other emotional
states, such as frightful boredom.

Madison [Wisconsin] is a town that

would give the ordinary thrill seeker
the screaming meemies in one quiet

weekend. (G. S. Penny, in Saturday
Evening Post, January 1945)
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19. seven-year itch This expression can
refer to a type of itch that allegedly re-
quires seven years to heal.

He stuck around like seven year itch.
(Chicago Daily News, June 23, 1949)

Although the term is used to signify an
indefinite period of time, in modern us-
age it is more apt to connote a sexual
itch developed by married men after sev-
en years of marriage. This usage grew
after the release, in 1955, of the movie of
the same name, starring Marilyn Mon-
roe.

20. sit tight See 264. PATIENCE.

21. sit upon hot cockles See 184. IMPA-
TIENCE.

22. sweat blood To worry or agonize;
to be apprehensive or anxious; to be
heavyhearted; to be under a great strain.
This expression and its variant, bloody
sweat, allude to Christ’s agony in the
Garden of Gethsemane:

And being in agony he prayed more
earnestly; and his sweat became like
great drops of blood falling down
upon the ground. (Luke 22:44)

These expressions have been used figura-
tively in various contexts, most of which
refer to suffering occasioned by awaiting
a likely, if not inevitable, fate.

War . . . which yet, to sack us, toils
in bloody sweat to enlarge the bounds
of conquering Thessalie. (Thomas
Kyd, Cornelia, 1594)

23. with bated breath With reduced or
restrained breathing; with apprehen-
sion; with expectation. This expression
appears in Shakespeare’s The Merchant
of Venice:

Shall I bend low and in a bondsman’s
key,
With bated breath and whispering
humbleness,
Say this: . . .
(I, iii)
The suggestion inherent in this expres-
sion is that one’s breathing is more sub-
dued than usual because of a strong

emotional reaction to a tense situation.
The phrase remains in frequent use. The
word bated is merely a shortened form
of abated, i.e., ‘stopped, halted.’

24. womble-cropped Uneasy; anxious;
squeamish; feeling nausea; humiliated.
This slang expression derives from the
dialectal word womble a ‘nauseous feel-
ing’ and cropped ‘stomached.” Dating
from the mid 16th century, the term had
become almost exclusively American by

1800.

I got back to the sloop and turned in
awfully womble-cropped. (Jonathan
Slick, High Life in New York, 1844)

Apathy . . . See 199. INDIFFERENCE
Apparel . . . See 49. CLOTHING
Appearance . . . See 271. PHYSICAL

APPEARANCE; 286. PRETENSE

Appeasement . . .
See 273. PLACATION

Approbation . . .
See 52. COMMENDATION

23. APPROVAL
See also 52. COMMENDATION

1. amen corner A coterie of fervent be-
lievers or ardent followers, so-called
from the place in a church, usually near
the pulpit, occupied by those who lead
the responsive “amens.” A person in the
amen corner is, figuratively speaking, a
disciple or devotee; often a yesman or
sycophantic toady. The expression is
now thoroughly American, but it may
well derive from the Amen Corner of
London’s Paternoster Row, the supposed
point at which the Corpus Christi pro-
cession reached the “Amen” of the “Pa-
ter Noster.”

2. applaud to the echo To applaud so
energetically as to produce echoes; to
demonstrate high acclaim or enthusiastic
approval. In Macbeth, V, iii, Macbeth
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informs his physician that if he can dis-
cover the sickness that infects the coun-
try and cure it:

I would applaud thee to the very echo
That should applaud again.

The expression has been in use since the
early 1500s, although in The Devil’s Dic-
tionary (1906), Ambrose Bierce takes a
rather darker view of the subject.

Applause is the echo of a platitude.

3. get the nod To receive approval or
affirmation; to be selected. In this ex-
pression, nod ‘a slight, quick inclination
of the head as in assent or command’ is
used figuratively more often than literal-
ly. A variation is give the nod.

Paul L. Troast got the G.O.P. nod,
beating his nearest rival . . . by more
than 53,000 votes. (The Wall Street
Journal, April 23, 1953)

4. in [one’s] books In favor with one; in
one’s good esteem; have one’s approval.
At one time the word book meant any
written piece, whether one page or
many; hence, a list might be called a
book, and to be in one’s books was to be
on one’s list of friends. The expression
dates from about 1500. A variant, in
one’s good books, is a more recent form.

5. Kentish fire Protracted applause; a
prolonged volley of applause. This ex-
pression is said to have originated with
the extended salvos of applause and
cheering given to those who spoke in
Kent in 1828-29 in opposition to the
Catholic Emancipation Bill. Brewer’s
Dictionary of Phrase and Fable cites
Lord Winchelsea, proposing a toast to
the Earl of Roden on August 15, 1834:

Let it be given with Kentish fire.

24. ARGUMENTATION

1. bandy words To exchange words, es-
pecially frivolously or angrily; to argue,
wrangle; to pass gossip from one to an-
other. This expression is derived from
bandy, an old game similar to tennis:
hence, to bandy words is to bat words

back and forth. The first written use of
the phrase is recorded by the OED as
1800, but the term may be much older,

for the game of bandy was popular in
the 1500s.

2. beg the question To put forth an ar-
gument or proposition that assumes
something not yet proven; to presume
the conclusion in one’s presentation of an
argument. This expression can be traced
directly to Aristotle. In the Prior Analyt-
ics section of Organon (Logic) he states:

Begging or assuming the point at issue
consists in failing to demonstrate the
required proposition.

The technical term in logic is the Latin
petitio principii.

3. chop logic See 245. NIT-PICKING.

4. devil’s advocate One who argues an
opposing cause or who takes the negative
side of a case, primarily for the sake of
argument. This expression derives from
the custom in the Roman Catholic
Church of appointing an advocatus
diaboli, more properly known as
promotor fidei ‘protector of the faith,’
whose task it is to argue the case against
persons proposed for canonization.

5. What's that got to do with the price
of eggs? An expression used to mean
‘How does that apply to the subject un-
der discussion?’ Although the explana-
tion for this phrase from the 1920s is un-
certain, the question is still heard today
as a facetious response to an irrelevancy.
Barry Prentice in A Dictionary of Catch
Phrases (1977) records the Australian
equivalent as What's that got to do with
the price of fish? and other commodities
can be substituted at the end of the
phrase, such as beans. Perhaps these
modern terms have their roots in the
Greek response to Thespis, when for the
sake of variation the poet turned his
songs of the vintage to subjects other
than the god of wine: what has that to
do with Bacchus? he was asked.
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6. wrangle for an ass’s shadow See 245.
NIT-PICKING.

25. ARRANGEMENT

1. Indian file Single file, one after the
other. The expression supposedly derives
from the American Indian practice of
moving stealthily through the woods in
this fashion—each walker stepping into
the footprints of the preceding, with the
final man obliterating the single set of
tracks thus leaving no trace of their
course. Webster’s Third cites a News-
week article:

Along this road the inhabitants slowly
moved in Indian file.

2. round robin A document, usually of
a grievous nature, in which the petition-
ers sign their names round a circle; a
method of conducting a tournament or
series of contests, especially in sports. A
British newspaper report of an 18th-cen-
tury mutiny appends a paragraph ex-
plaining this term.

A round Robin is a name, given by
seamen, to an instrument on which
they sign their names round a circle,
to prevent the ringleader being
discovered by it if found; and in the
circle is a solemn agreement of
standing by each other, and executing
whatever they shall afterwards agree
on. (British Gazeteer, January 3,
1730)

French sailors, who devised this method,
called it a ruban rond ‘round ribbon’;
English sailors appropriated the method
but reversed the term to round ruban,
which was further corrupted to round
robin. The term is frequently employed
in games and sports, in reference to tour-
naments or schedules in which every
contestant meets every other contestant,
and the winner is determined by the fi-
nal won-lost record of each participant.

Tennis promoters love round robins
and double eliminations for the same
reason NBA owners love playoffs:
Drawing cards can’t be rubbed out

early. (Sports Illustrated, December
28, 1981)

Arrogance . . .
See 171. HAUGHTINESS

Assay . . . See 376. TEST

26. ASSISTANCE
See also 70. COOPERATION

1. boy scout One who comes to the as-
sistance of another; one who is overly
helpful or insists on helping when no
help is needed; a naive fellow who has
much growing-up to do. The organiza-
tion known as the Boy Scouts was found-
ed in 1908 in England by General Sir
Robert Baden-Powell to promote good
citizenship through usefulness to others.
One cardinal rule, that each member
should do a good deed each day, soon
became a butt for humorists: there is the
familiar allusion to the little old lady be-
ing helped across a street by a zealous
boy scout when she did not wish any
help. Thus, the modern slang connota-
tion for someone overly helpful arose
about 1910, and the connotation for
someone young and overly naive arose
about 1920. As a slang term, the expres-
sion is most frequently heard today as a
form of derision. The derision is undis-
guised in this English music hall song.

On Sunday I walk out with a soldier,

On Monday I'm taken by a tar,

On Tuesday I'm out with a baby Boy
Scout,

On Wednesday an Hussar.

(Arthur Wimperis, I'll Make a Man of

You)

9. candle-holder An abettor; an assist-
ant or attendant. The reference is to the
Catholic practice of having someone
hold a candle for the reader during a re-
ligious service. In everyday language,
the expression applies to anyone who
helps out in some small way, but who is
not a real participant in the action or
undertaking. Shakespeare used the term
in Romeo and Juliet:
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I'll be a candleholder and look on.
(1,iv)

3. give a leg up To lend a helping
hand; to give someone assistance
through a difficult or trying time. This
expression, originally meaning to help
someone mount a horse, now carries the
figurative sense of assisting another over
life’s obstacles or helping someone ad-
vance through the ranks.

She was now devoting all her energies
to give them a leg up. (William E.
Norris, Misadventure, 1890)

4. good Samaritan A compassionate
person who selflessly helps those in need;
a friend in need; also simply a
Samaritan. The allusion is to the Biblical
parable (Luke 10:30-37) which tells of a
man who had been beaten by thieves.
He lay halfdead by the roadside while
his neighbors, a priest and a Levite,
passed him by. It was a Samaritan, his
supposed enemy, who finally showed
compassion for the man and took care of
him. This expression dates from at least

1644.

I wish some good Samaritan of a
Conservative with sufficient authority
could heal the feuds among our
friends. (Lord Ashburton, Croker
Papers, 1846)

5. go to bat for To support actively, to
stick up for or defend; to intercede for,
to go to the assistance of. This American
slang expression owes its origin to base-
ball—specifically the role of the pinch
hitter. In the mid 1800s, go to the bat
was used; by the turn of the century go
or come to bat for gained currency. Now
go to bat for is heard almost exclusively.

The daughter of old man Brewster
who owns the Evening Tab, my meal
ticket, came to bat when my show
was ready to close. (J. P. McEvoy,
Show Girl, 1928)

6. help a lame dog over a stile Help one
in trouble; offer a helping hand; comfort
one troubled in spirit. This expression,
dating from at least the 1500s, alludes to

the obstacles one encounters in life,
whether physical or spiritual, and the
comfort one feels when he holds out a
helping hand to someone in distress.

Let me display a Christian spirit And
try to lift a lame dog o’er a style.
(John Wolcott, Works, 1788)

Of course, one cannot always expect to
be rewarded for displaying a virtuous
conscience.

I once knew a man out of courtesy,
help a lame dog over a stile, and he
for requittal bit him by the fingers.
(William Chillingworth, The Religion
of Protestants, 1638)

7. Jack at a pinch One who offers a
helping hand during a time of need; one
called upon in an emergency, especially
a stand-in clergyman. The first listing
for this entry in the OED is James
Mabbe’s translation of Alemans Guzman
de Alfarache (1622):

When there was need of my service, 1
was seldom or never wanting: [ was
Jack at a pinch.

Originally this term was used to desig-
nate a clergyman who had no parish,
and who, as a result, would substitute
for a fee in any church where his services
were needed. Eventually it came to
mean any person who lent a hand dur-
ing an emergency situation. The term is
seldom heard today except as a localism.

8. ka me, ka thee See 304. RECIPROCITY.

9. pelican crossing A pedestrian-con-
trolled lighted crossing. Unlike the zebra
crossing, named for the broad black and
white stripes which mark zones for pe-
destrians to cross the street, the pelican
crossing is named from the initial letters
of the phrase pedestrian light cantrolled
(with a slight spelling change) and indi-
cates a street crossing where the citizen
activates the light. Zebra crossings have
existed in Britain since 1952, and pelican
crossings since 1968.

One particular concern is the pelican
crossing: old people tend to distrust
them, fearing the lights will change
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before they can reach the other side of
the road. (London Times, February
19, 1976)

10. pinch-hit To substitute for a regular
worker, player, speaker, or performer,
especially in an emergency; to take an-
other person’s place. In this expression,
pinch refers to an emergency, a time of
stress, and hit refers to a successful, or
hopefully successful, attempt. A person
called upon in such a predicament is
called a pinch-hitter. Though it originat-
ed and is most commonly used in base-
ball to describe the substitution of a bat-
ter for the regularly scheduled one, usu-
ally at a crucial point in the game,
pinch-hit has been expanded to include
many other situations and contexts.

In his absence, he has called upon
three good friends, also authors of
daily columns, to pinch-hit for him
and give his readers a “change of
pace.” (Lubbock [Texas] Morning
Avalanche, February 1949)

11. yeoman service Efficient, loyal aid,
as from a faithful servant; good, useful
assistance; unflagging support to one’s
employer or master.

I once did hold it as our statists do,

A baseness to write fair and laboured
much

How to forget that learning, but, Sir,
now

It did me yeoman’s service.

(Shakespeare, Hamlet, V ,ii)

Yeoman, probably a shortening of young
man, was originally applied to those su-
perior grade servants in English house-
holds who performed many tasks. These
young servants applied themselves so
faithfully, so energetically, that the term
yeoman service has been extended in
meaning to include any outstanding con-
tinuing service.

Astonishment . . . See 368. SURPRISE

Astuteness . . See 267. PERCEPTIVE-
NESS: 344. SHREWDNESS

Attachment .
See 90. DEPENDENCE

Attire . . . See 49. CLOTHING

27. ATTRIBUTION

1. chalk it up To ascribe, credit, or at-
tribute. In the 16th century, it became
common practice in British pubs and
alehouses to keep track of a customer’s
bill by making chalk marks on a slate. In
this way, the barkeep had an accurate
count of all drinks ordered on credit.

All my debts stande chaukt upon the

poste for liquor. (The Returne From
Parnassus, 1597)

In current usage, the expression is em-
ployed figuratively.

What [16-year-old Tracy Austin] has
that the others don’t is an uncluttered
spirit—a clean slate, if you will, on
which plenty of victories will be
recorded and losses chalked up to

experience. (AP wire story, March 25,
1979)

2. father upon To place the responsibil-
ity for the cause of something upon a
person, often incorrectly; to attribute
the authorship of a literary work or quo-
tation upon a person; to attach; to foist
upon. This expression, dating from the
16th century but seldom heard today, is
derived from the assigning of the pater-
nity of an illegitimate child to an alleged
father, usually without concrete proof.
Metaphorically, the term is most com-
monly used in assigning the authorship
of an anonymous literary work to a par-
ticular writer.

28. AUGMENTATION
See also 127. EXACERBATION

1. beef up To strengthen, reinforce; to
augment, increase. Prior to slaughter,
cows, steer, and bulls raised for their
meat are fattened in order to increase
their body weight and thus the profits
derived from their sale. An early figura-
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tive usage appeared in 1941 in A. O.
Pollard’s Bombers over Reich:

When the Fortresses reach Britain
from the United States certain
alterations are made; the larger guns
are . . . “beefed up” so as to give
them a rate of fire of 900 rounds a
minute.

2. blow the coals To increase, aug-
ment, or heighten; to exacerbate or ag-
gravate. Like fan the fires or add fuel to
the fire, the meaning and origin of this
phrase are obvious, referring to the ac-
tion of bellows on coals.

3. fatten the kitty To increase the
stakes, usually in reference to gambling;
to add money or chips to a common pot
to be awarded to the winner. In many
forms of gambling, particularly in card
games such as poker, all the players bet
by putting money into a pot or pool
called a kitty. To fatten the kitty is to
add more to it, to increase its size. Ac-
cording to several sources, however,
kitty can also refer to a percentage of the
pot set aside for some special purpose
such as buying refreshments or paying
the house share. Similar expressions in-
clude sweeten the kitty, and fatten or
sweeten the pot.

4. gear up To accelerate or speed up; to
increase or boost. Figurative use of gear
up derives from the literal mechanical
meaning ‘to go intc a higher gear so that
the driven part goes faster than the driv-
ing part’—in other words, to shift into a
higher gear in order to go faster. This ex-
pression is frequently heard in economic
contexts, as in “to gear up production.”

5. jack up To bring one to a sense of
duty; to call to account; to increase; to
force up; to reprimand for slackness on
the job. This slang expression, which
embraces a variety of meanings, alludes
to a hoisting jack and its primary func-
tion of raising or lifting things. Probably
the most common use of the phrase in
the United States is to indicate an unnec-
essary forcing up of prices.

The country’s biggest steel makers

decided to jack up some of their prices
again. (Time, March 11, 1948)

The term is used in both the United
States and England.

I think I'll jack up our boys in the city
room by hinting that there may be a
shake-up coming under the new
owner. (Samuel Hopkins Adams, The
Clarion, 1914)

In England the term is used colloquially
to designate collapse, bankruptcy, or
abandonment of a job. In Australia it is
used to indicate a refusal to cooperate,
i.e., ‘clam up.’

6. make the cheese more binding To
improve matters; to strengthen, aug-
ment, or reinforce. This expression, dat-
ing from about 1945, refers to the consti-
pating effect that cheese often has on the
body; consequently, anything that
makes the cheese more binding increases
its efficacy. The phrase, originally con-
ceived as a jocular comment, is in com-
mon use today in a figurative sense.

7. thereby hangs a tale There is an un-
usual story connected with that topic;
there is interesting additional informa-
tion about that subject. This expression,
dating from at least the early 16th centu-
ry, is often used to suggest that one
might elaborate considerably upon the
subject at hand but does not choose to do
so at the moment.

GRUMIO: First, know my horse is tired,
my master and mistress fall'n out.

CURTIS: How?

GRUMIO: Out of their saddles into the
dirt, and thereby hangs a tale.

(Shakespeare, The Taming of the

Shrew, 1V, i)

A humorous allusion to the phrase ap-

pears in Meditations in Wall Street
(1940).

A tale that thereby hangs drops easily
off the gossip’s tongue.

8. up the ante To raise the stakes, to in-
crease the risk. In poker the ante is the
sum that each player pays into the pot in
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advance: by extension, in other mone-
tary contexts it refers to the share invest-
ed in a business venture. The variant
raise the ante is usually limited to these
more literal uses. Up the ante, however,
frequently appears in a nonfinancial
sense, with respect to the increased per-
sonal or emotional cost entailed by a giv-
en decision, relationship, or course of ac-
tion.

Auspiciousness .
See 255. OPPORTUNENESS

Authenticity . . .
See 160. GENUINENESS

99. AUTHORITATIVENESS
See also 392. VALIDITY

1. arrow of Acestes The making of one’s
point in an authoritative manner; a dog-
matic presentation of an argument. The
allusion in this phrase is to the great
force with which Acestes discharged his
arrow. Portrayed in the Aeneid as the
son of a river god and a Trojan woman,
Acestes, while involved in a trial of skill,
released his arrow from his bow with
such force that it caught fire in flight.
The expression is used to characterize an
orator, or other public speaker, who
presents his argument with fiery vehe-
mence.

2. chapter and verse An authority that
gives credence and validity to one’s opin-
jons or beliefs; a definitive source that
can be specifically cited. The phrase de-
rives from the Scriptures, which are ar-
ranged in chapters and verses, thus facil-
itating easy reference to particular
lines. In non-Biblical contexts, chapter
and verse is frequently a challenge to
produce incontrovertible, detailed evi-
dence for one’s opinions. Figurative use
dates from the early 17th century.

She can give chapter and verse for her
belief. (William Makepeace
Thackeray, The Adventures of Philip
on His Way Through the World,
1862)

3. ex cathedra Authoritatively, dog-
matically, officially; Latin for ‘from the
chair.” Cathedra itself refers to the chair
or seat of a bishop in his church. Most
specifically, it refers to that of the Bish-
op of Rome, the Pope, who according to
church doctrine is infallible when speak-
ing ex cathedra since he is not speaking
for himself but as the successor and
agent of Saint Peter. More generally
cathedra means any seat of office or pro-
fessorial chair. Anyone speaking from
such a seat of power or knowledge
would naturally speak with great au-
thority. The phrase dates from at least
1635.

4. from the horse’s mouth On good au-
thority, from a reliable source, directly
from someone in the know; often in the
phrase straight from the horse’s mouth.
The allusion is to the practice of looking
at a horse’s teeth to determine its age
and condition, rather than relying on
the word of a horse trader.

The prospect of getting the true
facts—straight, as it were, from the
horse’s mouth—held him . . .
fascinated. (P. G. Wodehouse in
Strand Magazine, August 1928)

5. in black and white In writing or in
print—black referring to the ink, white
to the paper; certain, verifiable. Written
opinion or assertion is assumed to carry
more weight than a verbal one. The
phrase has been in use since the time of
Shakespeare.

Moreover sir, which indeed is not
under white and black, this plaintiff
here . . . did call me ass.
(Shakespeare, Much Ado About
Nothing V i)

6. take for gospel To take as truth with-
out question; to accept as infallibly true;
to believe as absolutely accurate. The al-
lusion here is to the first four books of
the New Testament, which are consid-
ered the Christian Gospels. Since the Bi-
ble is supposedly the word of God, it fol-
lows that a true believer must accept the
Gospels as absolutely truthful. The
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phrase has been in common use in Eng-
lish since the Middle Ages. A related
phrase, gospel truth, carries the same
connotations.

All is not gospel, out of doubt,

That men say in the town about.
(Geoffrey Chaucer, The Romance of
the Rose, 1365)

7. write the book on To be the final au-
thority; to have all the answers. This
expression assumes that one who has
written a book on a subject is about as
knowledgeable on it as can be; there-
fore, he must be the final authority, the
one in the know. The phrase is modern,
having come into common usage during

the 1970s.

Merrill Lynch writes the book on IRA
investments. (Advertisement in New
Yorker, November 15, 1982)

Authority . . . See 278. POWER
Automobiles . . . See 393. VEHICLES
Avarice . . . See 91. DESIRE
Avoidance . . .

See 126. EVASIVENESS
Award . . . See 326. REWARD

Awareness . . .
See 344. SHREWDNESS

30. AWKWARDNESS
See also 247. OAFISHNESS

1. all thumhs Awkward, inept; clumsy,
butterfingered. A forerunner of the cur-
rent expression appeared in John Hey-
wood’s Proverbs in 1546:

When he should get ought, each
finger is a thumb.

The phrase as we know it was in use by
1870:

Ycur uneducated man is all thumbs,
as the phrase runs; and what
education does for him is to supply

him with clever fingers. (The Echo,
November 16, 1870)

2. awkward squad A squad of inept
military recruits; a group unskilled in
their roles or functions. This expression,
dating from the 1700s, has its roots in
the military. However, in today’s usage,
it refers to any group who are clumsy or
ungraceful in their performance. The
term generally implies derogation; how-
ever, it is occasionally applied in a jocu-
lar sense.

The household regiments of Versailles
and St. James would have appeared
an awkward squad. (Thomas B.
Macaulay, Critical and Miscellaneous
Essays, 1842)

3. bear’s service Mistakenly causing a
person a serious problem while trying to
be helpful to him; clumsiness; awkward-
ness. This expression has its origin in an
old Russian fable which appeared for
many years in children’s schoolbooks. A
man who lives in solitude in a barren
place becomes lonesome and befriends a
lonely bear. The bear wants to be help-
ful, so when the man rests after lunch,
the bear sits beside him and chases the
flies away. One fly returns and returns
until the bear becomes angry, whereup-
on he grabs a huge stone, throws it at
the fly and kills it, crushing the man’s
skull in the process.

4. bull in a china shop A careless person
whose clumsiness produces devastation:
a bungling oaf. The earliest recorded lit-
erary use of this phrase seems to have
been in Marryat’s Jacob Faithful, writ-
ten in 1834. “I'm like a bull in a china
shop.” An article in the May 1929 issue
of Notes and Queries suggests that the
source of the expression may be in the
following:

This morning an overdrove bullock
rushed into the china shop of Miss
Powell, opposite St. Andrews Church,
Holborn, where he frightened the
lady into a hysterical fit, and broke a
quantity of glass and china. (London
Packet, March 17, 1773)
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5. butterfingers One who lets things,
especially a ball, slip or fall through his
fingers; one who drops things easily; a
clumsy or awkward person. This expres-
sion alludes to one who has been han-
dling butter, or some other slippery sub-
stance, and whose hands have thus be-
come so greasy that he cannot grasp
whatever is handed or tossed to him.
The term is common in English-speaking
countries throughout the world, and the
adjective form, butter-fingered has been
in use since at least the early 17th centu-

ry.

When the executioner had come to the
last of the heads, he lifted it up, but,
by some clumsiness, allowed it to
drop; at this the crowd yelled out,
‘Ah, Butterfingers!” (William M.
Thackeray, Miscellanies, 1857)

6. catch a crab To make a faulty stroke
in rowing that causes one to lose one’s
balance in the boat. The explanation of
this phrase has been a matter for some
speculation. The allusion seems to be to
encountering a crab so large that it can
grab the oar and hold it in place in the
water. The OED suggests that the ex-
pression refers to getting one’s oar
caught deeply in the water so that the
resulting resistance drives the handle
against the rower’s body and pushes him
out of his seat. The expression has also
been used to indicate a missing of the
water completely with one’s oar and
toppling backward; the OED, however,
calls this “an improper use by the unini-
tiated.” A variant, which is seldom

heard today, is cut a crab. The image in
the phrase suggests that the fault lies ei-
ther in momentarily losing one’s hold on
the oar so that it falls in the water and is
difficult to recover, owing to the force of
the water as the boat moves, or in acci-
dentally hitting the water with the oar
on the backstroke, causing a sudden, un-
expected resistance that can cause loss
of balance and of one’s hold.

7. flub the dub See 329. RUINATION.

8. have two left feet To be unusually
clumsy; uncoordinated, maladroit. The
expression does not constitute an image
of deformity, but an emphasis on the
negative concepts of left as ‘gauche,
awkward, clumsy.’

Mr. Dawson . . . gave it as his
opinion that one of the lady dancers
had two left feet. (P. G. Wodehouse,
Psmith Journalist, 1915)

9. hog in armor One who is stiff and
clumsy; one who cuts a ridiculous figure
because of his fine, but awkward man-
ner of dress. This expression, which is
seldom heard today, made its appear-
ance in England during the Middle
Ages. Its source is uncertain, but Brew-
er’s Dictionary of Phrase and Fable sug-
gests that it might be a corruption of
hodge in armor, hodge being a conde-
scending term for a farm worker.

He did not carry his finery like a hog
in armour, as an Englishman so often
does, when an Englishman stoops to
be fine. (Anthony Trollope, The
Three Clerks, 1857)
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Babbling . . . See 161. GIBBERISH
Bad luck . . . See 10. ADVERSITY
Bargain . . . See 16. AGREEMENT
Basics . . . See 157. FUNDAMENTALS

31. BEGINNINGS
See also 209. INITIATION;
318. RESTARTING; 357. STARTING

1. at first blush At first sight; apparent-
lv, at first appearances; on the first im-
pression. The blush of this expression is
from the Middle English blusche ‘glance,
glimpse.” Thus, given a brief exposure to
something, one might qualify an evalua-
tion by using this expression.

At the first blush, it would seem that
little difficulties could be experienced.
(Benjamin Disraeli, Coningsby; or the
New Generation, 1844)

2. back to the drawing board See 141.
FAILURE.

3. blaze a trail To be a pioneer; to lead
the way; to dare the unknown. This
American expression alludes to the prac-
tice of placing notches in a series of trees
as one proceeds through a forest, thus
marking a trail for those who follow.
These people, the trailblazers, are those
who lead the way into the unknown
areas; consequently, by extension, the
term has come to mean any one who
blazes the way or blazes a path in any
new venture or undertaking.

Professor Breal has blazed the way for
future explorers in the wilderness of
philology. (L. Mead, Word-coinage,
1302)

Watt, in his role of trail blazer, had
one great aid two years ago.(Syracuse

Herald-Journal, October 16, 1948)

4. clean slate Tabula rasa, a blank re-
cord; a fresh start, a new beginning; of-
ten in the phrase to wipe the slate clean,
meaning to forget the past and make a
fresh start.

I can conceive nothing more desirable
in the interests of these embarrassed
tenants than that they should have a
clean slate. (The Pall Mall Gazette,
September 1888)

Literally a slab of slate rock for writing,
slate is used figuratively to represent the
record or history of a person’s life. A
clean slate, then, is one from which the
past has been erased and which is ready
to be written on again. The equivalent
Latin term, now a part of the English
language, means ‘tablet scraped clean.’

5. foot in the door Anin, a start, an op-
portunity or chance; usually in the
phrase get one’s foot in the door. Al-
though the exact origin of this expression
is unknown, it may be an expansion of
the phrase get one’s foot in, dating from
the early 19th century. Putting one’s foot
in a doorway prevents it from being
closed completely. In this expression foot
is synecdochic for the body as a whole,
the point being that once one’s foot is in-
side the door, the rest of the body will
follow.

6. from scratch From the very begin-
ning; without building on a preexisting
product or structure; without using pre-
pared ingredients. Scratch is a line or
mark indicating the starting point in a
race. Figurative use of from scratch
stresses the idea of a true beginning
which allows for no head start or short
cuts, as implied in William DuBois’ ref-
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erence to “the task of organizing a major
institution of learning almost from
scratch” cited in Webster's Third. The
expression is frequently heard in regard
to cooking without using a “mix” or oth-
er ready-made ingredients.

7. get off on the right foot To begin
propitiously, to have an auspicious start.
The phrase’s origin probably lies in the
now less frequently heard right foot
foremost, an expression related to the
Roman superstition that one should al-
ways enter and leave a room or dwelling
right foot first. Thus the current right
‘correct’ figurative meaning was origi-
nally right ‘right side’ contrasted with
left ‘left side’ and its attendant sinister,
evil connotations. See also get up on the
wrong side of the bed, 182. ILL TEMPER.

8. get to first base To complete the ini-
tial step of a task; to finish the prelimi-
naries of a project or undertaking. This
expression originated in baseball, where
o batter’s initial task is to reach first
base. The phrase’s figurative meaning of
making a preliminary breakthrough is
commonly heard, though most often in a
context of failure to do so.

I thought I'd read Italian to read
Dante and didn’t get to first base. (F.
Scott Fitzgerald, Letters, 1938)

The expression is frequently used by men
to describe a minor victory in the seduc-
tion of a woman.

She gives you the feeling that you'll
never get to first base with her. (P. G.
Wodehouse, Service with a Smile,
1962)

9. hang out [one’s] shingle To advertise
one’s professional status; to open an of-
fice; to begin one’s career. This colloqui-
al Americanism derives from the prac-
tice of displaying a shingle, or sign, to
advertise the names and services of pro-
fessionals. Today the expression is used
in referring to the beginning of a prac-
tice or career, regardless of whether an
actual sign is involved.

Jobless, Metcalf put out his shingle as
a food consultant. (Newsweek, August
22, 1949)

10. in on the ground floor Allowed to
invest at the beginning of an enterprise;
admitted into an enterprise on the same
terms as the original investors; becoming
involved in a speculative venture or busi-
ness enterprise before the general public.
Although the exact origin of this expres-
sion is unknown, the reference is gener-
ally believed to be to the advantage of
an office on the ground floor before the
advent of elevators, thus giving one the
most favorable position. The phrase has
been in figurative use since the mid 19th
century.

He got in on the ground floor and was
one of the privileged few that had a
wide choice in selection. (Natural
History, June 1949)

11. new lease on life A chance to start
afresh; an opportunity to wipe out old
debts and begin anew; the result of suc-
cessful surgery that prolongs one’s life.
The lease in this phrase metaphorically
alludes to the world of real estate, where
a new lease alleviates the tenant’s worry
of whether there will be a roof over his
head in the future.

Wherever Estates still existed, they
seemed to have gained a new lease on
life. (Sir John Seeley, The Life and
Times of Stein, 1878)

12. pick up the threads To resume an
undertaking after a period of absence or
inactivity; to pick up where one left off.
The allusion is to weaving.

13. stick [one’s] spoon in the wall To
move into new quarters; to establish res-
idence. In former times, one of the first
things a person did upon acquiring a
new domicile was to hang a leather
pouch on a wall by the fireplace for the
placement of spoons, scissors, and other
sundry items. The expression is rarely
heard nowadays.
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rending large pieces. If he can get the
thin edge into a crack in the wood, his
work becomes relatively easy. By exten-
sion, the term has come to connote get-
ting a small start which one hopes, or
perhaps fears, will lead to something
larger. The figurative meaning has been
in use since about 1850.

32. BELLIGERENCE

1. all horns and rattles Belligerent; an-
gry; enraged. The allusion is to the horns
of cattle, used to butt or gore when these
animals are angered; and to the rattles
of rattlesnakes—horny, loosely connect-
ed rings at the end of the tail which are
shaken vigorously in warning when this
reptile is provoked to attack. The expres-
sion was originally used in reference to
American cowboys, who because of their
work would be closely associated with
both cattle and snakes.

2. at daggers drawn or drawing About
to quarrel; on the verge of open hostili-
ties; at swords’ points. In the 16th centu-
ry, gentlemen often carried daggers.
When affronted by either look or ges-
ture, these men would defend their hon-
or by using the dagger.

They . . . among themselves are
wont to be at daggers drawing.
(Nicholas Grimaldi, Cicero’s Offices,
1553)

3. chip on [one’s] shoulder A quarrel-
some or antagonistic disposition; the at-
titude of one spoiling for a fight; an
unforgiven grievance; usually in the
phrase have a chip on one’s shoulder.
The following explanation of this Ameri-
can expression appeared in the May 1830
Long Island Telegraph (Hempstead,
N.Y.):

When two churlish boys were
determined to fight, a chip would be
placed on the shoulder of one, and the
other demanded to knock it off at his
peril.

4. clubs are trump Ready to fight; bel-
ligerent; enraged; prepared to use phys-

ical violence, if it becomes necessary;
brute force alone will determine the out-
come. A pun upon a game of cards, this
expression, dating from the early 16th
century, alludes to the fact that trumps
rule, at the same time creating a twofold
meaning for the word clubs, as a suit in
cards and as weapons of violence.

Taking up a cudgel, she swore
solemnly that she would make clubs
trump if he brought any bastard brat

within her doors. (Robert Greene,
Pandosto, 1588)

As sure as a club is a related term with
the same connotation.

5. cross swords with To enter into phys-
ical or verbal conflict; to engage in con-
troversy; to fight. In former times when
dueling was a common means of settling
a dispute, the combatants would cross
swords as<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>